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As we have noticed, pope Alexander VI gave many evidences of zeal to preserve the integrity of religious doctrine, to foster the unity of the Church and to uphold ecclesiastical discipline and right. The principal facts of the history of Jerome Savonarola evidently demonstrate that it was the same eagerness which compelled the Pontiff to proceed against the famous Dominican monk and the administration of Florence. Jerome Savonarola was born at Ferrara in the year 14521. According to the contemporary Fra Benedetto, O. P.?, he requested, at the age of nineteen years, the hand of a Strozzi maiden ; but was refused and commenced a life of retirement.

During the following year he wrote his first poem: world’s

Ruin

’, in which

he takes a one-sided,

“ The

pessimistic

view of his time, insisting on the moral ravages of the. Renaissance of pagan ideas and vices. At the age of twentytwo years, he was so deeply affected by a sermon, that he secretly ran away from home to the convent of the Dominican Fathers of Bologna, where he was admitted as a novice’. While he was in his novitiate he wrote, in the darkest colors,

an ode, corresponding to his former poem, on the Ruin of the Church,

wherein

he

administers,

however,

the

to himself

: advice to weep and yet to keep silent, “ Tu piangi et tacci,

è questo meglio parmi ” 1. Cappelli,

in Atti

e Memorie

|


	In Archiv.



Storico

Italiano,

delle R. R. deputazioni di Storia | Append., vol. VII. patria per le provincie Modenesi | 3. Villari, Girolamo Savonarola, e Parmesi, vol. IV, p. 306. vol. I. Doc. IV LS
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All his biographers and historians generally agree in testifying that, from the beginning of his religious life, Savonarola was a model of strict observance of all the regulations of his Order, and his obedience

to his superiors was

punctual,

at

least until he became a prior of the convent of San Marco in Florence. He expressed his regret at the mitigations granted by the Holy See. Corio * had heard that he led a life more austere than was required by the rules and customs of his monastery, and soon enjoyed the reputation of a holy man. It is no wonder, therefore, if, only seven years after his entry as a novice, he was appointed master of novices in Bologna and afterwards in Florence. In the year 1481, he was sent to preach in Ferrara and in Florence, but had so little success that it required the command of his superiors not to give up this ministry *°. He appeared during the following years in the pulpits of several localities in the neighborhood of Florence. It was in one of these missions, in San Gemignano near Siena, that he enounced the first time these three famous propositions : 1st, The Church shall be scourged. 24, And

afterwards renovated.

34, And this shall happen soon. He

did not, however, make these assertions as from a special revelation, but only as conclusions from his application of the laws of divine Providence to the moral corruption of the time ®.

It was

but in the year

1489, that, in his sermons

at

Florence, he declared these statements to be actual prophe. cies, and made at the command of God‘. His pretensions to the dignity of a prophet calied forth at once the rebukes of the Augustinian preacher, Mariano of Gennazano 8, while doubts and discussions arose among the Florentine people, #
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blamed him for his credulity in false and

foolish visions °. Yet, his growing eloquence,his fearless attacks on vice and abuses

wherever

he

found

them

to exist,

and

his earnest

appeals to works of penance in order to avoid the calamities with which he threatened the city, multiplied the number of his hearers and the confidence of his partisans, the Frateschi and

Piagnoni or Mourners. After a short time the moral appearance of Florence was changed ; many notable conversions. took place, vices of all kinds discontinued or hid themselves,

_ fasting and mortifications were generally practised, piety increased and the convents of either sex, principally that of San Marco, were filling up with novices and postulants. Savonarola took special care of the children, and formed them into a police to guard morality in their own homes and on the streets

of the city.

He was,

with

their co-operation,

enabled to imitate St. Bernardine of Siena in building his ‘“ pyramids of vanity ” or bonfires of immoral books and pictures, of articles of vain personal adornment, of daggers and all tools and devices of revenge and of gambling, that had been gathered from house to house, mostly by his bands of

children.

|

While Savonarola was combatting public corruption, he was also, through his example and his influence on the novices under his charge, stimulating stricter religious observance in the convent of San Marco. In July of the year 1491, he was unanimously chosen Prior of this community and he set to work at once to reform it according to the original rule of St. Dominic ; thus making the house of Florence an exception amorig those of the Dominican Congregation of Lombardy. He, undoubtedly, had none but, the best .intentions in making the improvement, but was he not disagreeable to the Vicar 9. Burlamachi,

p. 28.
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General of that province, the Blessed Sebastian Maggi, or de Madiis, by doing so without the authority that belonged to him, or to the Master General of the Order ?

However that may be, the success and durability of the reform were insecure as long as the Prior would have a superior who might interfere with his work or remove him from Florence to any other house of the Congregation. Savonarola was not a man to give up his project under any consideration ; and, as we may judge from the sequel, he was animated with a spirit of pride that had become impatient of any higher authority, as soon as he had reached the local mastership of the Priory of San Marco. We know that he was soon involved in quarrels with his provincial superiors 1°.

He wanted to be separated from a religious body that he described as being corrupt*', although it was governed by a man who deserved to be afterwards placed on the catalogue of the Blessed.

The monks

of San Marco

were, therefore,

directed by him to prepare a suitable petition to pope Alexander VI, while

he secured

the assistance

of the

Florentine

Seigniory and of Piero de’ Medici, and enlisted in his favor the cardinal Giovanni de’ Medici, the Superior General, Joachim Turriano, and Order, Cardinal Caraffa. The negotiations were

the

Protector

not, however,

of

the

conducted

Dominican with suf-

ficient secrecy, and there arose a strong opposition on the part of the Congregation of Lombardy, of the Duke of Milan and. of other Italian princes. Savonarola dispatched to Rome two of his friars,

Alexander

Rinucci

and

Dominic

da

Pescia,

to personally promote the cause, but they easily noticed at

their arrival, that there was but little chance of success.

The

request was laid before the Consistory of the 229 of May, 10. Wadding, Annal. Min., vol.

XV, p. 163.
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1493, but the Pope refused to sign any brief.

Burlamachi ??

tells us that cardinal Oliver Caraffa, after the Consistory was

over, presented to the Pontiff a brief of Separation, prepared beforehand, and as pope Alexander VI, with whom he was familiar, demurred to sign it, he took the ring from the Pope’s finger and affixed it to the document. But briefs were not signed in that manner. The fact is that the Pontiff, although greatly impressed by Savonarola’s plea for reform and stricter religious observance, had his doubts about the advisability of the extraordinary concession ; but he was importuned by cardinal Caraffa till he finally issued the letter granting the Prior’s wishes of administrative independence. He declared that the Community of San Marco was forever withdrawn from the jurisdiction of the superior of the Lombard Congregation, and placed under the immediate authority of the General of the Order, to whom it should belong to confirm the yearly election of the Prior of the Florentine convent**. . It will be noted that pope Alexander VI did not establish San Marco into a Dominican Congregation by itself, nor did he concede to Savonarola the title of a Vicar general ; but, on the 15t of the following month

of November,

the Superior General, granted to the

Turriano,

Prior the delegated

faculties of a Provincial, and the Pope allowed,

in August,

1494, the community of St. Dominic in Fiesole to be severed from the Lombard province and to be united with the convent of San Marco; he, likewise, subjected to the latter the house of St. Dominic in Prato, and after a few months, the monastery

of St. Catherine in Pisa. The new community of Santa Maria on the Rock in Bibbiena completed the number of houses constituting the reformed congregation of San Marco,

of which Savonarola was elected Vicar, on the 28

of

12) ap: Lucas, Girol. Savona14. Marchese adds the convent rola, p. 97. of St. Mary Magdalen in Pian di 13. Villari, Savon. Vol. I. p. XL. | Mugnone, and Perrens the one of San Romano in Lucca.
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May, 1495, and confirmed for the space of two years by the General of the Order. The brief of separation from the province of Lombardy and the subsequent union of other convents with that of San Marco are evident tokens of special good will of pope Alexan| der VI towards Savonarola and of his confidence in him. On the 28" of December, 1494, the Pope was confirmed in these friendly dispositions-by a letter of the Florentine Seigniory, in which the Friar’s praises were loudly proclaimed. Savonarola had been ordered either by his superior, Joachim Turriano, or by the Pope himself, to preach the Lent of the following year in the city of Lucca. In Florence there was, at the time, violent opposition to the popular government, just

then introduced according to Savonarola’s directions, so that the officials considered it prudent to provide the city hall with men and arms**. The Seigniory needed the Friar’s help to . maintain the new Constitution, and they wrote to the Pontiff, requesting him to revoke the former command and forbid

Savonarola leaving the city ?°.

Pope Alexander VI easily consented to their petition and ordered the Prior of San Marco to stay in Florence till the

octave of the coming Easter !.

| The Pontiff had probably, to the end of the year 1494, received none but the most favorable information regarding the successful

preacher

then entered upon menced to make denounce him to have heard of the

and

zealous

reformer,

who

had

scarcely

his political career and had not yet com. the enemies that would shortly thereafter the Apostolic See. ‘ Pope Alexander may occasional flings which Savonarola took at —

the pretended corruption of the papal court, but these were 15. Giornale

Storico

degli Ar-
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grew to be, and the Pope

easily overlooked all blame of his own person as long as it did not affect the Catholic doctrine or the authority of the Church. The Friar had until then, like every other pulpit orator, inculcated conversion from sin and practice of virtue; but his method and argumenis were of a novel and extraordinary nature. Not satisfied with being an ordinary preacher, he set up himself as an inspired prophet of oid, chosen by Almighty God

to publish

befall the whole hearers,

he

the divine

chastisements

Church*®.

proclaimed

that would

soon

To flatter the vanity of his

that,

“

whereas

Florence

»)

”—noî

Rome—* is placed in the midst of Italy, like a heart in the midst of a man’s body, God had designed to make choice of her, to the intent that from her, as from a center, this prophetic announcement should be spread abroad through all Italy 9. In testimony of the truth of his presumption, he offered the Blessed Virgin Mary herself, who, on the occasion of an embassy which he undertook to Heaven, to ask her intercession for the people of Florence, said to him: “ They are Sinners and have by their wickedness deserved all manner of evils, especially by reason of so many who will not believe what for some years past you have predicted °°. Savonarola publicly announced that he knew the future through divine revelation ?!, and insisted on the infallible certainty of his prophecies. On one occasion, while holding up the Blessed Sacrament in his fingers, before a great multitude, he impiously called upon God to work a miracle and strike him

dead right there, if his words were not divinely inspired.

This was a daring, impious challenge of God’s power, but well calculated to deceive an ignorant and credulous people. The predictions, which he had made as from himself in 18. Compend. ap. Lucas, Girol.
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San Gemignano, that, namely, the Church would be scourged and renovated before long, had afterwards become his tundamental divine revelation; but his prophecies became little by little more particularized. The political unrest of Italy, the efforts made by the exiled nobility of Naples and by Ludovico il Moro, regent of the duchy of Milan, to induce Charles VIII, king of France, to enter Italy and conquer the Neapolitan kingdom, procured for Savonarola an opporiunity to prophesy the dire calamities, which several others, in particular St. Bernardine of Feltre, had foreseen and foretold from reasonable conjectures 22. It was in the year 1494 °°, at the time that preparations were being made in France for the Neapolitan invasion, that Savonarola announced, as from

divine revelation, the incursion of foreigners across the Alps, into Italy, and declared the immoral Charles VIII to be the Cyrus of old, led by God himself to chastize the people of Italy and Rome in particular. In regard to Florence, he had heard the Blessed Virgin tell him, at his visionary embassy to Heaven, that the city should become more glorious, more powerful and wealthy than she had ever been; that whatever she might lose would be restored to her, together with fresh acquisitions ; but woe to her rebellious subjects, those of Pisa, for they would be severely punished. And all this was to take place “ cito et velociter ”, soon and speedily **. Now, history tells us that, indeed, in the winter of 1494 to 1495, King Charles VIII marched in triumph all through Italy into the city of Naples, but was compelled the next spring to save himself by returning to his. own kingdom, after having caused even more moral than — ————————r.—__—
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material harm, Alexander

mG

Thanks to the courage and prudence of pope

VI, Rome

had

little or nothing

to suffer, while

Florence, that saved herself, in the year 1494, from pillage and ruin by the payment of a heavy ransom, continued to suffer from

pestilence,

famine

and war

for a long time, and

did

not recover its rebel Pisa before 1509. The renovation

of the Church, one of Savonarola’s

most

.important prophecies, was the object of the daily cares and steady work of pope Alexander VI, while Charles VIII, announced

as the divinely chosen reformer, did not attempt to

take any step whatever in that direction, but brought with his

army a plague of vice into Italy.

The false prophet’s other solemn promise, the conversion of the Turks or Infidels, is awaiting its accomplishment still. It will be noticed also that the scourges threatened by his prophecies formed the main sanction of his moral discourses. Of the commandments of God and of His perfections, of the pains of hell due to vice and of the eternal reward of virtue : which are the usual themes of Catholic preachers, Savonarola had little to say. The avoidance of temporal afflictions, social and individual, was the principal object of his. extraordinary sermons. Towards the end of the year 1494, he eaeiketed almost entirely all topics purely spiritual. Hestill mentioned a simple and penitential life, the good life ; but his eloquence was devoted to the defence of his prophecies and to the social rulers,

the

Medici, to be banished forever, and their administration

re-

interests

of Florence.

He wanted

the former

placed by the government of the good people, whom he ‘ directed to proclaim Cirrist as King of the Republic. He disavowed all participation in politics and was satisfied with simply being God’s prophet and the people’s adviser, and he . zealously filled this office, by asserting every one of nis
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political advices to be given in God's name, “ in verbo Domini”, and to be God's will. For a while, his schemes met with a complete success. Nothing was undertaken without his opinion, and the most prominent citizens went to consult him at dark in the convent

His most important political victory was the of San Marco. opposition of the Florentines to, the Holy League, a league of nearly all the Italian powers, headed by pope Alexander VI, against King Charles VIII, immediately after his conquest of Naples. He preached that the French monarch would remain victorious as he had been until then and that he would certainly reform the Church. The people believed him, because he was a man of a holy life, Manfredi adds, in his letter of May 18th, 1495, to the duke of Ferrara.

To the

great detriment of Florence 25, Savonarola kept the Republic ‘allied with France and at war with its Italian neighbors. ARTICLE

The

II. —

Friars’s

SAVONAROLA

full sway was

DISOBEDIENT

not, however,

TO

THE

without

POPE.

oppo-

sition. Few of the clergy had ever believed in his prophetic mission, and the hostile passage of the French through the territory and city of Florence had considerably shaken the confidence of many among the laity, who now commenced to consider him as an impostor. This adverse feeling was, moreover, greatly enhanced by the Minor Observantine, Francesco da Ponzo, who was also drawing great crowds of hearers 2°. But it was his political activity that caused him the greatest number of enemies. The “ Palleschi ”, friends and STE TT

former

officials

of the Medici,

the wealthier

class

of

E SEZIONE ANA
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people, were, naturally, his antagonists, and the “ Arrabiati ”, the younger and unruly population, deserved their nickname by their violent hatred against the “ Frateschi ”, or adherents Savonarola himself to the Friars, and the “ Piagnoni ”. thought his life to be in danger and would venture on the streets no more without the protection of a chosen bodyguard. The whole city was torn up by hostile factions and Manfredi justly remarked that it would be found necessary to stop either Savonarola or Francesco da Ponzo from preaching, if they did not discontinue to speak of matters of State and of city government.

On

the 21st of May,

1495, the same

Ferrarese ambassador wrote to his Master that several people wanted to leave Florence ; whether for fear of the French king or of some revolution in the disunited city, he knew not”. At the end of the year 1494 and in the beginning of 1495, the elections turned out in favor of the Friar’s party, and his political measures were adopted ; but, in their impotence at home, his enemies had recourse to the Roman court, in order

to break his power. They denounced his pretended visions and revelations, his attacks on the higher clergy and his neglect of Catholic doctrine for civil and political concerns. From the correspondence of Castiglione and Somenzi, Milanese ambassadors in Florente, with Ludovico il Moro, we may

readily suppose that also this prince and others exposed before the Supreme Pontiff his manner of preaching and his influential opposition to the Holy League ?9. The Pontiff was astonished at all these complaints, but imagined that a word from him would be sufficient to remove their occasion. “ The first Brief of the Pope to Savonarola arrived in Florence on the 18" of March, 1495, as appears from a Summary of Letters, that, in substance, say : “ How a 28. Cappelli, in Atti e Memorie, | Ferrara, July the 8th, 1495 ; Capvol. IV, p. 404. | pelli in Atti e Memorie... Moden 29. Manfredi, to the Duke of ; e Parm. Vol. IV, p. 405. VI. — Alexander
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pontifical cavalier was sent to serve,on fray Jerome a prohibition to preach, but was not allowed to deliver his errand ”’. Savonarola was privately apprised of the message; and when publicly preaching, he said that, when the Pontiff should suspend him even from saying Mass, as he expected him to do, because of the treatment offered to his envoy, he

would not be obliged to obey, because the interdiction would

be of no value, since Alexander VI was no true Pope ” #0. Savonarola rewarded his protectors by continuing to strenuously defend from his pulpit their, or rather his own, political schemes, and by assailing in ever more unreserved terms the Pontiff and his court. Although not officially advised, the Friar should have abstained from preaching. As a Christian, a priest and a regular monk, he was obliged to obey the Sovereign Pontiff, who, without objecting to his political opinions as of a free citizen, had the right at least to forbid him to abuse the pulpit by treating of secular affairs, and especially by combatting the political endeavors of his highest superior. To his prophecies and visions is clearly applicable the rule of Eusebius Amort #, who

says that “ doubtful revelations,

if they bring with them the danger of causing dissensions in the Church, must be prohibited by public authority ”. Moreover, not to speak of the scandal which he gave by wantonly overloading with villainous insults the Cardinals, the whole Roman court and indirectly the Pope himself, Savonarola

set forth, in the course

of his intemperate

lan-

guage, several rash and untrue propositions, that caused no \less than fifteen of his sermons to be placed on the Tridentine © Index of Forbidden Books. Pope Alexander VI was not only authorized, but in duty bound to forbid such preaching. 30. Cappelli, Ibid., p. 312, 361. | bus et Apparitionibus privatis Re-31. De Revelationibus, Visioni| gulae tutae, p. 270.
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The Friar was evidently wrong when assuming immunity from ecclesiastical discipline, and pretending to be his own supreme master, on the false plea that pope Alexander VI was no true Pope. We may incidentally remark here that Alexander VI was, beyond all doubt, a legitimate and true Pope. . We have sufficiently refuted the slander of his simoniacal election; but, even though he should have been made a Pope through simony, he would have been a Supreme Pontiff nevertheless.

The

Constitution

of his successor,

Julius II,

that makes null and void a simoniacal papal election was not published yet, and was repealed of late by Pope Pius X, in order to remove all occasion of schism *. Seeing from the treatment of his envoy, how the Friar had

already emboldened his friends, the rulers of Florence, to openly espouse his cause as their own and, as practical schismatics, to frustrate the pontifical orders, the Pope concluded

that a policy of prudent leniency was more advisable than one of strict right and justice.

He, therefore, wrote, on the

21st of July, a second brief to Savonarola, which the Milanese ambassador, blaming the Pontiff, called “ assai piacevole, ”’ very compiaisant **. The friendly tone was probably fyiitiencad by a letter, which, as we see from the brief, the Friar had lately written

to pope Alexander, to protest his holy intentions, report the admirable success of his preaching, by which he had won the laws that formed the new Constitution of Florence, and thus,

indirectly, to excuse his disobedience. The Pope wrote to him : We have Beloved Son, Health and Apostolic Benediction. heard from the reports of many that among the laborers in the vineyard of the Lord you work the hardest, and we greatly 32. Codex Juris Canon. Docum. Pe DitelieCapy Viiwn 229:
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rejoice and give thanksto God for it.

We doubt not that,

with the help of the divine Spirit, who distributes his grace

among men, you are able to sow the seed of the divine word among the Christian people and to bring fruit a hundred fold. As We have learned these last days from your letter, such is your intention, namely, to show by your sermons to the pesple that you know, what will best promote the service of God. It has also been related to Us by the people that you have afterwards said, in your public sermons, that you do not know

from yourself or from human wisdom the future events which you announce ; but that you foretell them from divine revelation.

Therefore,

desirous,

as it is a duty of our pastoral

office, to speak with you on these matters and to hear them from your mouth, and thus to be better informed by you, and be able to judge what is pleasing to God; We exhort and command you, therefore, in virtue of holy obedience, to come

to Us as soon as possible.

nal love and charity.

We shall receive you with pater-

Given in Rome at St. Peter's under the

seal of the Fisherman the 218 day of July, 1495 #4. No one will contradict the Pontiff, when he says that it is his duty, or at least his right, “ nostro pastorali officio competit ’, a right which belongs even to a bishop, to call any Catholic preacher and make him give an account of the doc, trine he preaches ; especially in the case of Savonarola, who disturbed and tore asunder the whole community of Florence, by his pretensionto divine revelations. Savonarola himself was the first to admit the pontifical claim. In his answer of the last of July, 1495, he not only recognizes pope Alexander VI as the true Pope, but acknowledges his duty to answer the summons. He finds excuses, however, to postpone or neglect this duty. After reminding the Pontiff of the right granted by his 34. See Document

121.

SAVONAROLA predecessor,

Alexander

III, to offer

case that one could not fulfill

225 reasonable

a papal command,

excuses

in

he expresses

the wish to see Rome ard to venerate His Holiness in person.

Yet, many reasons prevent him from performing at once a duty which he accepts most willingly and respectfully : First, his health is so weak that the physicians and all others advise him to abstain from preaching and study and to use proper remedies, in order to avoid the danger of an early death.—Yet, only a few days before, Savonarola delivered a most violent discourse against the “ Parlamento ’’, or universal right of suffrage in Florence ; and a trip abroad is generally regarded as a healthful vacation for men of a liberal profession. Second, while he has saved the city from much bloodshed and other evils, and reduced her to harmony under holy laws, wicked

people, both citizens and strangers, that thirst after

human

blood and want to enslave Florence, have become

so

incensed as to often try the effect of poison and sword against him, so that he cannot leave the convent without a strong escort.—Someone may suspect a whit of pride of the friar claiming for himself the credit of the city’s concord and of the laws recently enacted ; but all will notice his self contradiction, when he states his need of a guard, to walk in safety the streets of Florence. His third reason was not less pretentious : The city needed him to strengthen and consolidate its new constitution, feeble yet and liable to be overthrown by the worst kind of people. His departure would be to the greatest detriment of Florence, in the judgment of all prudent and good people,—thus intimating that the-papal order was opposed to all prudence and wisdom. It was, finally, quite useless to visit the Pope ; for he would shortly send him his booklet, the “ Compendium Revelationum ”’, from which he could sufficiently learn all that he might
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wish to hear from the mouth of the Friar, who, moreover, was not allowed to make known, to any living man, the other

revelations which he was to keep “ in arca ”, concealed in his heart. Savonarola completed his reply by making some rash, bold assertions,

as it were,

conclusions

from

the objections

set

forth : He was convinced that the Pope would not take it ill, if he should postpone his visit for a short time, till he had

finished his political work.

Nay, he was certain that God

caused those obstacles to his leaving Florence ; it was simply

the will of God that he should not go to Rome at present.— In spite of the Pope’s order. He had printed his book, to convince the whole world by the fulfilment of his prophecies, that he was a true prophet. He, at last, begs—commands—the

Pope to accept his ex-

cuses and not to trouble him any more with orders that are beyond his power to accomplish, ‘“ non me supra vires ulterius gravet ”’, till he shall go to Rome from his own impulse. “ Egomet mihi stimulus ero ” Is not this closing sentence a veiled, if not an open refusal to obey, as he actually refused to the last ? In this sense,

indeed, was

the whole letter understood

at

the papal court. Yet, the Pontiff was patient and gave to Savonarola seven weeks time to come to a better state of mind and to perform his duty. On the 8 of September, 1495 #5, he wrote a third brief to the recalcitrant friar.

It

was directed to the Beloved Sons, the Prior and Community of San Marco in Florence. He abstained from giving any praises to the Friar, and to humiliate his arrogance, he desig35. Thuasne, Diar. Burchardi, | heen settled beyond dispute by t. II, p. 465, n. I; Pastor, Ge| Gherardi, pp. 386, seqq.—Rinal-

sch. der Papste,

Bd.

III, s. 379;

| di, Annal.
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an.

1479,

Lucas, Girol. Savon., p. 184, who | no. XIX, places the brief at the says footn. 4. Ibid.: The chro| 16th of October; 1497. nology of the Documents has
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nated him as a certain Jerome Savonarola of Ferrara, who, he

‘said, took delight in the novelty of perverse doctrine and, disturbed by the commotion of Italian affairs, was led to the insanity of saying before the people that he had a divine mission and was in converse with God ; without any canonical prooî and, in spite of canon law, as any heretic might say—like Luther, a few years after—;but he ought to prove his extraordinary mission by working miracles or by a special testimony of Holy Scripture. Moreover, to declare that, if he lies, then Jesus crucified, God himself, lies—as Savonarola used to swear, with the Crucifix held forth in his hand—is a

horrible mode of adjuration. It is false what he says, that anyone not believing his vain assertions is out of the way ot salvation. Other no less foolish things that he does, says and writes, should not go unpunished, lest the temerity of false monks

should

know

no bounds ; and there would

be

reason to fear that vice might enter-the Church under the appearance of virtue. | We thought, the Pontiff continues, that by our long patience We would obtain that the Friar should recognize the folly, of his prophetic mission and turn to the path of solid truth, and that he would prudently and faithfully revoke his words, rashly and sinfully spoken, to the disturbance of the Church. We believed that, after some time, the day had come in which

We might expect better from him and, through his humble submission, see changed into joy the grief that We have sutfered at his unbridled arrogance and the scandalous separation from his Fathers of Lombardy, which, as We have learned afterwards, has been obtained by the cunning shrewdness of some wicked brethren. But, We are sorry to say, We have been disappointed in our hopes ; for, although We have ordered him, in virtue of obedience, to come to Us, he has not

only refused to come and obey Us, but he has also caused Us greater sorrow by placing in print before the eyes of the
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faithful the forbidden doctrines which he had rashly poured forth only into their ears. After exposing these reasons, the Pope procetds to action. While engaged himself with the affairs of Italy, he transfers: the Friar’s case to the judgment of Sebastian Maggi, the Vicar general of the Province of Lombardy **, before whom Savonarola must appear, under pain of excommunication “ latae sententiae ’’, wherever he may be summoned. He suspends Savonarola from all public preaching and teaching, during the discussion of the cause. To prevent all others: from following Savonarola’s bad example, he re-unites to the province of Lombardy the convents of San Marco in Florence and of St. Dominic in Fiesole ; commanding all their Fathers, under pain of excommunication “ latae sententiae ’’, to obey

and respect as their pastor the said Vicar of the Lombardy province. Finally, he orders, under threat of the same penalty, the three most intimate co-operators of Savonarola, the Fathers

Dominic

da Pescia, Thomas

Bussino

and Silvester

Maruffi of Florence, to go, within nine days, to Bologna, to:

be assigned by the said Vicar to any of the houses of the Lombardy province ; outside, however, the Florentine terri tory?"

On the following day, September the 9", 1495, the Pope wrote to the Vicar, Sebastian Maggi, informing him of the re-incorporation of San Marco into his province, and imposing

upon him the duty of judging the disobedient friar, according . | to the statutes of the Dominican Order ®*. Savonarola dated, on the 29th of September,

1495, a letter

to the Pope, which was an attempted refutation of the apostolic brief, and clearly intimated his resolution of disobeying also in the future *®; but it is so excessively long, a real 36. A saintly monk, who was afterwards beatified. 37. See Document 123. 38. Lucas, Girol. Savon., p. 186.
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booklet, that we could not afford the space to copy it. reader

may

find

it, misplaced,

in Raynaldi ‘°, and

gives its substance with a few remarks. chard *. Let it be noticed that, in his answer,

The-

Lucas *

It is also in BurSavonarola

still re-

cognizes and respects Alexander VI as the Sovereign Pontiff and the Vicar of Christ on earth. He commences by saying that it will be easy for him to defend his doctrine, having. thousands of witnesses, since he has taught in the Church whither

all the Christians

nothing **.—He

resort, and in secret has spoken

had, however,

written

in secret, namely, on:

the 26** of May, 1495, to Charles VIII, who was then return-

ing through Rome, and had told the King that he was certain, that among all other Christian princes, God had made choiceof him—a corrupt layman—to carry out the renovation of theChurch, and that now he must perform that duty to save his soul.

“ I remind you, ” he wrote, “ that it was God himself

who enlightened me concerning your arrival in Italy... . What I have written is as true as the Gospel ” (1) *. He assures the Pope that he has oiten said and written that he submits to the Church of Rome himself and all that is his: —but when called to give an account of his doctrine, herefuses

to go;

when

blamed

for his prophecies,

he now

declares his independence from the very Head of the Church,

to which he pretends to submit. He, further, denies saying that he was sent by God—Yet, he had often said that God commanded him to make known certain things ; and to say now that he had never claimed. to be sent to preach by God alone, is an unworthy evasion. He has never stated, he writes, that he conversed with God.

He may not have spoken the words : “ I converse with God ”, no


	. 41. 42.



Annal. Eccles. ad an. 1497. | AQT Ootae Ou, XV Ue 20: XX. 44. Villari, Storia di Savon., Ubi supra, p. 187, seqq. |Vol ISpReX CVI Tome II, p. 466.
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but, as an instance, he had, in one of his sermons,

in detail a long conversation, in which God had ordered him to give to the people of Florence a right system of government *°. If, the Friar continues, I should have said so, I could not be

punished, because there is not a word in H. Scripture nor in Canon or Civil law to forbid it ; nor could there be made foolish and wicked law to forbid it, because

“converse with whomsoever he pleases, and ‘to proclaim : ‘* So speaketh the Lord ”, as of old.—He does not see that ecclesiastical ‘soon be subverted and new religions would friar were

allowed

to preach,

without

God

a

is free to

to command him said the prophets discipline would spring up, if any

the approval

of the

«Church, what he pretends to have heard from God. After being thus acquainted with Savonarola’s mode of reasoning, we see no usefulness and but little interest in ‘further examining his pretentious answers to the Sovereign Pontiff, which generally consist of a subterfuge, a selfcontradiction or a misleading explanation. There is a possibility that the Friar was self-deceived or deluded ; but, objectively, his proud words and behavior were most reprehensible ; the Pope could not allow him to continue with impunity

in his self-imposed

prophetical

‘had, therefore, taken a means which would

mission.

He

effectually stop

him, by simply undoing his own work, and uniting again the convent of San Marco with the Province of Lombardy ; thus i re-establishing the Vicar, Sebastian Maggi, as superior ot Savonarola and, consequently, the natural judge of his teachings and conduct. The Pope had evidently a right to undo |

his own doing ; yet, the Friar declared it an act of injustice, to which he refused to obey ; “ impune non paremus Sanctitati Vestrae ”. In fact, he disobeyed and led the community

45.In his 19th sermon on Ag-

geus : Lucas,

188.

Girol.

Savon.,

p
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re-union

to disobedience ; he would

2591

neither admit the

with the Lombardy Province, nor appear betore Sebastian Maggi ; neither did the three Fathers, removed by

the Pope himself, leave for Bologna.

After such a provoking letter from a rebellious monk, almost any Pope would have proceeded indignantly to more severe measures. But Savonarola had concluded his letter with words of profound respect and a renewed protestation, although

fallacious,

of submission

of himself, his words

and

his writings to the judgment and correction of the Roman Church and of His Holiness ; and these finishing expressions of due reverence and humility seem to have made a favorable impression upon the heart of the Pontiff, who had not forgotten the former praiseworthy labors of a man, whose intentions he still charitably believed to be pure, but whose mode of preaching he could not conscientiously tolerate any longer. Already on the 16 of October, 1495, he wrote to Savonarola one more friendly brief, that Lucas **, although as prejudiced as he can be against pope Alexander VI, calls : “ just such a document as might have emanated from the holiest and most zealous of Popes ”. It was as follows : Beloved son, Health and Apostolic Benediction. We have fully explained to you, by another brief how much We have been displeased at the disturbances, especially of the people of Florence ; all the more that they had their origin in your preaching.—The Franciscan, Domenico de Ponzo was preaching against the truthfulness of Savonarola’s prophecies and many among the clergy and the laity rejected and denounced them with scorn.—Neglecting the extirpation of vice and the praises of virtue, you tried in your public sermons to foretell future events, and to declare that you knew them through the 46. Girol. Savon., p. 194.
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eternal light of the Holy Ghost. Such and similar assertions are apt to make simple-minded persons deviate from the path of salvation and from obedience to the Holy Roman Church. You should rather have preached union and peace than what the common people call your prophecies and divinations. You ought to have considered also that the conditions of the time are strongly opposed to the doctrine that you hold forth and

would

be sufficient

to cause

discord

even

where

the

greatest peace would reign, how much the more where exist such grudges and factions. The danger, therefore, of many souls, our desire of fostering peace among the people and the requirements of our pastoral office have determined Us to write to you, and after mature deliberation, We have felt obliged to call you to Us,

so that you might clear yourself from the accusations made against you, which, should they be true, certainly ought not to go unpunished. But, since We have learned of late from some of our brethren, cardinals of the Holy Roman Church,

and through your letters and messengers, that you are ready to submit all what you have said and done for the correction of the Holy Roman Church, as it is the duty of a good _ Christian and of a religious man; We have been greatly rejoiced and have commenced to convince ourselves that you preached those things not from an evil disposition, but rather from a kind of simplicity and trom zeal of progress in the vineyard of the Lord ; although experience teaches the con| trary to be the fact. But, that We may not seem to neglect such matters as can by no means be overlooked, We have resolved to write to you “again, and,in answerto your letter, We command you, in virtue of holy obedience, that in the future you abstain from all preaching, public and private, so that you may not be accused of going to conventicles, after ceasing to preach in . public ; and to behave altogether so until the time that you
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may come to our presence, comfortably and with that modesty which becomes a religious, and not with an escort of soldiers, as, We understand, you now go abroad; for We shall receive

you with a joyful and fatherly heart; or until We may more ripely deliberate upon the course which you should follow in the future; or, if We see fit,We shall send to you some suitable

and honest man. now

If you do, as We hope you will, We, from

on, suspend the briefs that.We

have written to you, with

whatever clauses they contain, so that you may quietly attend to the affairs of your conscience. Given in Rome at St. Peter’s the 16% of October, 1495 47. Thus was Savonarola freed, on easy terms, from the threat

of excommunication and from the duty to appear before the tribunal of the Vicar Maggi, while the convents of San Marco and of St. Dominic of Fiesole were restored to his authority. We cannot refrain from remarking here that Lucas ** tries to revoke the praise which he had just given, by choosing the occasion of this merciful! act of pope Alexander VI, to set forth an unwarranted bill of indictment against him, as if the Pontiff, and not Savonarola, were the culprit in the case; and by attributing, like all other apologists of the Friar, to politics, the whole

course

of the action of the Pope, who

does not,

however, so much as touch upon any temporal or political consideration in any of his proceedings against the rebellious monk. The fourth papal Brief was delayed in transmission.

Through a letter of the 26 of October, 1495, from Manfredi,

the ambassador of Ferrara #°, we see that in that meantime Savonarola boldly assumed his reply to the Brief of the 8 of September, as sufficient to liberate him from the pontifical commands and restrictions contained in it; for he had preach47. See Document 124. 49. Cappelli, Atti e Memorie.. 48. Girol. Savon., pp. 195, seg. | Moden. e Parm. Vol. IV, p. 364.
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ed the homilies of “ these last days ”’, on the 11,

18th and

25th of October °°, although he requested, besides the intervention of the Florentine Seigniory, the assistance of Ercole, _ the duke of Ferrara, in obtaining from the Pontiff the admission of his plea. Whether it was to restore his health or to obey the Pope,

Savonarola abstained from public preaching during the last months of the year 1495, but replaced himself, in the Cathedral of Florence, with Dominic

da Pescia, his faithful inter-

preter, who preached the Advent of that year”. Pietro Delphini wrote from Florence, on the 7** of January, 1496, to the bishop of Padua that the reputation of Savonarola was assailed and lacerated by many of the common people, because of Pisa’s victorious defection and the treachery of the French king ; but that the officials of the government, his followers, still believed in his prophecies and took his defence 5. And so they actually did, by giving him an armed guard, and by repeatedly interceding for him with the Pope and cardinal Caraffa, to obtain again for him jurisdiction to preach. To this effect they wrote to Rome, on the 13th of November,

1495 **, on the 17‘ of the same month and

on the 5 of December * ; again, on the 28 of January and on the 5

of February,

1496°°.

That, however, their insis-

-

tence remained fruitless, that no “ supposed verbal permission of the Pope ” was given, is evident from the fact that on the

11% of March, 1496, the Pontiff complained of the allowance’ granted him by the Seigniory 5°. Indeed, the magistrates 50. Perrens, Jérome Savon., p.

157.

54.

Gherardi,

Nuovi

Docum.

pp. 130, 132; Lucas, Girol. Sa-


	See Document, 125. Cap| von., p. 198. pelli, ubi supra, p. 313. 55. Ibid., Archiv. Stor. Ital., 52. See Document 125. ser. I, App. Vol. III, p. 146. © 53. Villari, Storia di Savonaro56. Gherardi, p. 137; Lucas, la, vol. I, p. CXII,. p. 203,
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sent him, on that day, an invitation to -preach the coming. Lent in the cathedral of Florence ™. Savonarola, who must have known that the faculty of preaching can be granted only by bishops in their dioceses and by the Sovereign Pontiff, not by lay people, renewed his disobedience to Spiritual authority in order to please the Temporal power. Already during the next carnival he: preached, asserting that he did so with the Pope’s assent, as. Somenzi,

the ambassador

of Milan, wrote

on

February the

16%, while another Milanese envoy, Tranchedino, assured his Duke, on the 20%, that such was not the fact, that Savonarola.

had not received pontifical permission, as he seems to havesaid, but had taken permission from himself58. On the 17

of February he ascended the pulpit again. He introduced. his discourse by asking whether the cause of his long silence: was, that an excommunication had been sent from Rome, and. he answered : “ No, for even if such a writing had arrived,.

he has declared already that it would be of no value ” 59;. and he added, according to a letter of the 18 of March, 1496, written by Somenzi, that “ if the Pope should forbid him to celebrate Mass in Florence, such a prohibition would have no effect, since he was no true Pope ” ®. After having stated that “ whoever does not obey theCatholic Church shall be damned ”, he asks “ what it is that constitutes

differ. Church

that Church

’”, and

answers

that the opinions

He himself refers to “ Christ and the Roman ‘61; but, as appears from this and several other

passages, with the exclusion of its Head, the Roman

Pontiff.

He further states that, “ although convinced that the briefs: received from Rome were null and void, he has, for prudence 57. Gherardi, p. 200. 58.

Archivio

p.

133;

Stor.

Lucas, Italiano,

Nuov., ser., t. 18, P. 2, p. 9.
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sake abstained from preaching; but, seeing ’’, after only four months of silence, “ that many good persons were growing cold and that the wicked were taking courage again, he had ” °. resolved to boldly come back to this pulpit

Such an introduction fitted well the sermons which he preached, in spite of the Pope, during the whole of Lent, and in which he was simply violent, particularly in regard to the court of Rome. On the second Sunday he abused the text of Amos 8 : “ Hear this word, ye fat kine that are in the mountains of Samaria ”, interpreting “ the fat cows as the harlots of Italy and Rome. Is there not one in Italy and in Rome? A thousand were few in Rome, then thousand were few, four times ten thousand harlots

there ”.

were

few, man

Continuing

and woman

have become

in that strain, he described

the

‘exaggerated vices of Rome, in words that could not be repeat-

ed to-day.

On the fourth Sunday, he thundered ‘forth :

““ Prepare thyself, O Rome, for thy punishments shall be great. Thou shalt be encircled with iron, thou shalt be put to the sword, fire and flame shall devour thee.

I will lead

into thee the very worst of nations that can be found ; they shall humble thy princes and put an end to their pride, o Rome ; they shall take possession of thy sanctuaries and defile thy churches, because they were made into stalls for harlots. I shall make them into stalls for horses and styes for swine, for this shall be less displeasing to God than ‘to turn them into stalls for harlots ’ °°. At another time, during this Lent, he told his hearers that “God had placed them between the four winds, that is, between the prelates, the princes, the priests and the bad citizens. Flee from their vices ”, he added, “ gather yourselves in charity. O Sion, flee thou that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon 8, that


	
Id. ibid., p. 425. 63. IV, I. 64. Villari, ibid., p. 428.
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means : Flee from Rome, because Babylon signifies confusion, and Rome has confused the whole Scripture, has confused together all vices, has confused everything. Flee, therefore, from Rome and do: penance ” *, These effusions of a raving brain were undoubtedly reported to the. Roman court.;: and, although Villari constantly accuses pope Alexander VI of anger and wrath against-Savonarola, we wonder how he could forbear so long his impudent assaults, and we cannot understand how some Roman prelates

‘could still speak in his favor. Meanwhile, the officers of the Florentine government were not satisfied with inviting him to preach, in spite of the pontifical prohibition, but they repeatedly continued to request the Pope to approve their schismatical action. Thus did the

Ten of Liberty order, on the 9t of March and on the: 12t®, their ambassador,

Richard Becchi, to persevere in his efforts

with His Holiness to obtain for Savonarola permission ‘to ‘preach 88. i On the 11, Becchi reports a new refusal, together with the Pontiff’s displeasure at the action of the Ten, and his blame,

as also that of the cardinals, for putting the government of Florence into the hands of a friar.

Likewise, on the 18*, he

advises the Ten to admonish Savonarola not to assail Rome ; for\it ought to be enough for him, he remarks, that the Pope,

against his will, tolerates him to preach °°. The same ambassador wrote, on the 20», that the Pontiff had refused to listen to four cardinals interceding for the Friar and, on the 24t», that he had refused to speak of him uao

On the 30% of March, 1496, the Ten told Becchi not to ask 67. Villari, ibid., p. 431. 68. Archiv. Stor. Ital, ser. App. Vol. VIII, p. 147. f

Alexander VI. —

III.

| 69. Gherardi, p. 137, 138 ; LuI. | cas, Girol. Savon., p. 203. 70. Gherardi, p. 139; Lucas, ibid., ubi supra.
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permission any longer, as Lent was over". They. wrote, however, several times more to Rome in favor of Savonarola. Pope Alexander VI would undoubtedly have applied stronger measures

to silence the rebel monk, but he was

afraid ot

worse consequences, possibly of overt schism of the Republic of Florence ; for two-thirds of the people still adhered to him and the government officials were in his favor.

continued’ to temporize, using other means

He, therefore,

to convict him.

On the 30 of March, Becchi had understood that Savona-

rola’s case was assigned to two cardinals and two bishops, and that Turriano, the Superior General of the Dominicans, had been charged to proceed juridically against him ; and, on the 5" of April, that a conference of fourteen Dominican theologians had been held for the consideration of his conduct, and that all, but a Master, Nicholas of Naples, and a young man, were of the opinion that some measure should be taken

against him *.

Burlamachi, that is an anonymous

biographer of Savona-

rola, writes, about the year 1525, that the Pope, to win the

Friar to obedience, offered him the dignity of a cardinal, and the chronicler Parenti speaks of the offer as of a matter of popular rumor. Villari?* and ‘Lucas, like a few others, accept the vague report as a fact ; although Lucas observes in a footnote, that “ it is just possible that the whole story has grown out of Fra Girolamo’s own words ”, boastingly spoken, without any grounds but perhaps his own wish. In. deed, there is no document

to establish that story, nor can

any date be assigned to it. Wadding °° writes that Bzovius | gathers on this occasion several things unworthy of the serious pen of a Dominican, which do not deserve the belief 71. Gherardi, p. 142; Lucas, | 73. Soria di Savon., vol. I, pp. 204. n 419 72. Archiv. Stor. Ital. Ser. . 74. Girol. Savon., p. 210. App. Vol. VIII, p. 152. 75. Annal. Min., t. XV, p. 165.
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of the meanest

people ; that, namely,

pope

Louis of Ferrara, of the Order of Preachers

Alexander and Master

the Apostolic Palace, to dispute with Savonarola

sent of

and, should

he be unable to conquer him, to offer him the sacred purple, in order to make him up his way of acting ; but the Friar disdained

the. profferred

that Francis

Piccolomini,

honors, Cardinal

he adds.

He also asserts

of Siena, after the Pope

had fulminated his censures against brother Jerome, offered to the Friar his protection and defence, at the price of five thousand gold ducats. Bzovius’s latter assertion especially is so evidently slanderous that Savonarola’s apologists do not speak of it. That there was

no idea of an offer of the cardinalate,

at

the beginning of the year 1496, is evident from a letter of Pietro Delphini, in which no mention is made of it, but Savonarola is suspected of another ambition. Delphini writes from. Florence to Peter Barrotius, bishop of Padua : “ I have learned from you first, although not from you alone, that brother Jerome craves the archdiocese of Florence; for,

having, afterwards, made inquiries, I have heard from several

that such has been the opinion in Florence.

As for myself,

I do not think so, because he is known to have, more than all

others, assailed ambitious clerics and religious. He may be a lying prophet, he may be a hypocrite that simulates holiness, as he is suspected to be by a few here in Florence ; but

every one, without exception, declares that he is no idiot...” 7°. Instead of enjoying the honors of the Roman purple, Savonarola had to bear the bitter complaints and attacks of a growing number of Florentine people, who considered themselves as having been deceived by his prophecies. Indeed, the Friar had promised prosperity and glory, and yet the city and republic of Florence were in a most pitiful condition. 76. See Document

125.
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The public treasury had been drained by the constant wars with the rebel and victorious Pisa, the hopes of assistance from king Charles VIII, repeatedly foretold by the Friar, had vanished times and again; while emperor Maximilian of Austria was descending upon Italy, to aid the Holy League in clearing the peninsula from the French. The city itself was . torn by rival factions full of rancor and revenge, while famine decimated the poorer classes, and pestilence, finally, reduced the city to fright and despair’’. The Florentine republic, says cardinal Piccolomini of Siena, in a letter of the 16% of May, 1496, to Berchtold, archbishop of Mainz, formerly so flourishing, is now shorn of its power, has lost its strength and its treasures and is completely exhausted 75. The same distressing report is made by Nardi °° and in “ Atti e Memorie . delle R. R. Deputationi di Storia Patria per le Provincie dell'Emilia ” 8°. The loud recriminations of the people did not move Savonarola. He ascribed all these tribulations to the vices of the inhabitants, not sufficiently .proscribed by those in power. _ He assured his hearers that the good things, which I have foretold, he said, shall be realized even to the smallest detail; but the wicked shall have their hell here and hereafter 5. He still commanded them to remain faithful to his imaginary Reformer of the Church, to king Charles VIII; and the government of Florence continued to protect him. Pietro Delphini writes, on the 7*° of July, 1496, that one of the citizens, who -

had publicly dared to speak against him, was arrested, severely tortured and heavily punished. It was forbidden to all . preachers to announce the word of God, with the, only excep77. Auct. passim. | 78. Vienna, K. u. K. Haus, Hof
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tion of Savonarola, who was holding forth either in the cathe-

dral or in the palace 82. Pope Alexander VI was deeply concerned by the attitude of the Florentine officials ; yet he courageously upheld against them the decision of his last brief ; that the Friar should remain silent, at least until he should have appeared

before

him. When he went to preaching publicly again, the Pontiff was compelled to take some further step, in order to uphold his supreme authority $°. He did not, however, expel him from the Church, as he was generally expected to do, but contrived a new measure, against which, he trusted, Savonarola himself could find no objection. By his brief, “ Reformationi et augmento,”’ of the 7% of | November, 1496, he established the Congregation of the Dominican friars of the Regular observance, corresponding to the Tusco-Roman Province. He ordained that the Congregation shall consist of the Convents of S. Mary of the Oak, outside the walls of Viterbo ; of the Holy Ghost, in Siena ; of St. Catherine, in Pisa; of St. Sabina, Rome; also of St. Dom-

inic, in San Gemignano : houses that were for some time united with the Province of Lombardy, but are herewith separated from it ; together with the convents of St. Mary Sopra Minerva, in Rome; of St. Mary, in Viterbo; of St. Dominic, in Perugia ; of St. Dominic,

in Cortona ; of St. Agnes,

in Monte Pulciano; of San Marco, in Florence; of St. Dominic,

in Fiesole ; of St. Mary of the Rock, near Bibbiana ; as also of St. Dominic,

St. Dominic, in the authority of be, for the two of Naples; and

in Prato ; of St. Roman,

Pistoia. All those houses shall be subject to the one Vicar of the Congregation, who is to following years, Oliver Caraffa, the cardinal thereafter, every second year, another Vicar


	Epistol .L. V. Epist..V. 83. Had



Alexander

the contumacy

in Lucca ; and of

overlooked

continuance of the Papacy would

| have

been

impossible

: Dublin

of the Friar, the | Review, vol. CXVIII, p. 327, n.
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shall be elected, according to the rules of the Order, and conThis Vicar, so elected, shall firmed by the Master General.

have all rights and duties of a Vicar provincial. however,

can

be continued

a

:

No Vicar,

in his office at the end of two

years’ incumbency, nor be elected again inside the two following years. In case of death of a Vicar in office, the Prior of St. Mary Sopra Minerva shall replace him ; yet it shall be the Priors of the his duty to call together, within six months, older houses of the Congregation to set a day for a new election. We,

moreover,

the

Pope

continues,

strictly command, in

virtue of holy obedience, that all friars in any way belonging to the said houses, or who originate from the said Congregation of the Tusco-Roman province, return to it at once, without ;

making any excuses.

Nor shall any friar leave it without

express permission of the Vicar himself. The Pontiff, furthermore, grants to the New Congregation all the spiritual and temporal privileges in any wise bestowed upon the Congregation of Lombardy. He, finally, forbids, under penalty of excommunication

rank

or condition

“ latae sententiae ”, any one of whatever

he may

be, to contradict

or attempt

to

oppose in any way, by himself of by others, these present pontifical letters *. This brief was sent, not to Savonarola alone, but to the

Priors and Fathers of all the houses of the TuscoRoman Congregation ; and offered to him an opportunity to re-enter in the path of duty, without hurting his pride. The Pope had, by this new institution met all the objections made against the re-union of San Marco with the Province of Lombardy ; he had favored the Friar’s principles of reform by joining him and his convent to a Congregation whose aim was the more perfect observance of a regular life ; he had facilitated his 84. See Document

126.
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submission by appointing as its Vicar provincial his friend and protector, cardinal Caraffa. It would be hard to imagine what milder means the most lenient of all Popes could have used to bring to obedience a monk, who, not only was in open _ revolt against the supreme authority, but had declared in advance null and -void any censure that might be used to

restrain him.

Savonarola had noticed, however, in the brief the appointment of a Vicar general over him and the possibility of losing what superiority he enjoyed in the convent of San Marco, although he was confirmed, a few days later, by his benevolent

Superior

General,

Turriano,

in his office

of Prior 8°.

Decided to be an independent superior, he wilfully incurred the threatened penalty of excommunication, by directing his friars to send a letter of remonstrance to the Pope, a few days after the reception of his brief; he himself, however, went on

: paying no further attention to the pontifical letter, and continuing to preach during the Advent of 1496, and the beginning of the following year, with the permission of the Seignioryof Florence, and in spite of the Pope. He even ridiculed the subsequent regulations of the Pontiff, by comparing them to the action of a chess player, who, when hard pressed in defending his King, moves from one square to ‘another and then back again 8°. ; From the protest of the friars of San Marco pope Alexander VI could easily infer the obstinacy of their Prior. Yet, he commenced another period of patient waiting, in hopes that the example of the other convents or new circumstances

would bring him and his subjects to better sentiments. 85. 86. Until pope acted

and

Lucas, Girol. Savon., p. 216. His 1st sermon on Exodus. the last act of the drama, Alexander VI seems to have with singular moderation,

the changes,

which

(“ Life of Savonarola

| to malevolent cunning, were | clearly due to a real difficulty in | taking stringent measures against | a man for whose life and moral | teaching he had considerable res-

Villari | pect: Dublin

”) ascribes

| p. 327, n.

Rev., vol. CXVIII,
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There was elected for the months of January and February of the year 1497 a Seigniory from among the Friars followers, with Francesco

Valori, the most ardent of these, as Gonfa-

loniere ; but, in consequence

of the violent agitation of the

factions, Bernardo Nero, a respectable member of the “ Palleschi ” and by no means an adherent

of Savonarola,

was

chosen Gonfaloniere, with the greater number of the Seigniory, for the months of March and April. The Ten of Peace, however, the friar’s partisans, were not changed at the same time, and continued to write in his favor to Rome.

Savonarola had already, in his sermons of Advent, emphatically declared his resolution former ways and spoke with loud voice in political achievements *’. Emboldened by the

the preceding to follow his praise of his success of his

friend, Valori, he uttered, during the Lent of 1497, the most

violent denunciations of the exaggerated vices court, which he assailed in scandalous language epithets 88. He seems to have been aware that deserved: his expulsion from the Church, for he of the coming excommunication:

of the Roman with the vilest ‘ his evil doings publicly spoke

Let it come,

he boasted,

and I will answer it, I will make many faces grow pale here and there, I will send forth a voice that shall make the whole world

quake and tremble 5°.

He had, no

doubt,

conceived

already his scheme of deposing pope Alexander VI by ‘convoking a general council. But the people of Florence grew tired of this continuous scolding, “ stanco

ed infastidito,

’ as Machiavelli

says, as

they were waiting for relief, in their exhausting wars with Pisa, from the oft-promised return of the king of France. Savonarola noticed the waning of their confidence in his prophecies. In his distress, he thought it wise to lend a

helping hand to Divine Providence towards 87. Villari, Stor. di Savonarola,

pp. 496, 497.

the fulfilment~


	
See ibid., vol. II,



	
Ibid., p. 5.
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of Its foretold decrees ; for, while in his public harangues he was announcing a renewed invasion of Italy by Charles VIII, he secretly wrote to him letter upon letter, threatening him with direst punishments of God, if he should not come back to accomplish his divine mission of reforming the Church with his sword. This he himself acknowledged to Comines °°. To this same effect, he also wrote, on the 7 of March, 1497, to

the duke of Ferrara saying: “ Our friend ”, king Charles, “is not rejected by God, but is deceived by his own advisers; we will see him yet do great things. I do not believe that it would

be wrong

to use

some

artifice,

‘ astutia *, with

our

adversaries, till God shall open his eyes. We would help the cause by reasoning with him. It would, furthermore, be good to help prudently, by sending some man of confidence, that might secretly speak to him and open his eyes. But this should be a priora and experienced man, who believes in these things ’’, that is, in my prophecies. “ Do not speak of this to anyone, as I have not done here. But your faith has

deserved to hear this secret of the Lord ” ®!.

Charles VIII tried to obtain from Florence all the money he could **, but quietly remained at home. Finally, Savonarola himself became impatient. Giovanni Mariani, an envoy in Venice, wrote on the 6t of March,

1497 : We received news

here that the Friar does not preach devotion to the king of France any longer, but preaches rather against him ** ; upon which

Somenzi,

of Milan,

remarked

that

it would

make

Savonarola lose his reputation as an inspired prophet. Neither did it accord with his prophecies that pest and famine 92. Manfredi writing to Fer90. Phil. de Comines, Memoiibid. "p. 365. rara; |; p. XIX, Ch. bib. Vill, teste 93. Archiv. di Stato in Pisa, 191. 91. Atti
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were steadily becoming more dreadful in Florence *. The suffering people took him for an impostor. On the 7° of March, Manfredi wrote to his master of Ferrara that Savona-

irola’s adversaries were many and powerful, and were asser‘ting themselves more and more and speaking against him in ‘terms that could not be worse ®?. When Bernardo del Nero ‘was elected Gonfaloniere for the months of March and April, 1497, the Milanese ambassador in Florence already foresaw the man’s approaching ruin °°. About this time Savonarola directed his brethren to forward ‘to Rome a lengthy defence of their refusal to be united with ‘the Tusco-Roman Congregation, the “ Apologeticum Fratrum S. Marci ”, of which he himself had written the introduction.

It was a step from disdainiul neglect to a motivated denial ‘of obedience, probably occasioned by the turn of politics in Florence. But one cannot read these motives without being struck by the spirit of pride, that assumes the convent of San Marco to be replete with saints, who should not incur the danger of corruption by joining other communities, all consisting of bad religious. They say that relaxed monks cannot be brought back to fervor ; but was not San Marco a proof to the contrary, in their own conceit? ~ They pretend that there can be no good government of the new Congregation, because the Sienese and especially the Pisan friars hate the Florentines ; and yet, only a short time ago, they had almost forced those hateful monasteries to submit to their domination. They. must, they declare, resist the pontifical order, because it is opposed to charity ; but was it not against charity to refuse the assistance of their holy, though rebel, monks, in directing several houses that humbly begged for leaders in a life of 94. Ibid.; Petri Delphini, Epis-

tolar. Lib. V. Epist. XXXIII.


	
Lucas, ubi supra, p. 225.
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CHAPTER Savonarola ARTICLE

I. —

SAVONAROLA

excommunicated. CALLS

SEIGNIORY

not occasion

a formal

several members

CENSURE

INVALID

; THE

HIM.

language conquered at last VI. He resolved to proceed to publish the major excomby name, as soon as circumhim any hope that his action

schism

This hope arose before long.

of May and June brought

THE

DEFENDS

Such decided and provoking the patience of pope Alexander to the severest of censures and munication against Savonarola stances in Florence would allow . would

VIII.

of the Republic !.

The election for the months

forth a Seigniory composed

of

of the “ Arrabiati, ’’ a faction more hostile

to the Friar than the “ Palleschi, ” with one of them, Piero

degli Alberti, as Gonfaloniere of Justice, while the Eight of Peace were mostly opposed to him’. Their influence was ‘soon felt; for, at a meeting of the 3° of May, it was decided

to forbid him all preaching. Savonarola had announced a sermon for the following day, the feast of the Ascension of Our Lord. The “ Archivio Storico Italiano ” reports a Summary of Letters written in Florence on the 4* of May, 1497, stating : “ How the enemies of Fra Jerome have had a violent discussion with his friends, because they wanted him not’ to preach. 1. Cfr. Nardi, Istor. di Firenze, | duke of Ferrara, ap. Cappelli in

vol. I, p. 141.

!

Atti

e Memorie...


	Nardi, Istorie di Firenze, | p. 378. 318058 vol. I, p. 120; Manfredi to the |



Moden.,
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“ That many citizens, to avoid disturbance, have advised the Friar not to preach, but he was decided to preach by all means. . “ That the night before, many young men, having opened a door of the sathedrals have besmeared the pulpit with tallow. “ That, in the midst of his sermon,

the Friar said that he

would preach in spite of those who were not willing to hear him; whereupon, many young men commenced to knock on the benches, and caused a tumult among the people. “ That, during the confusion, the Friar lifted up a little cross

of brass and all his friends, about two hundred of them, held

forth a red wooden cross, at the sight of which the people were struck with awe and took to flight. “ That the Friends of the Friar conducted him half way to San

Marco,

where

another commotion

having

broken

out,

they sheltered him in a private house, and after some time, as there were no further consequences, they went with him to San Marco. “ That this incident has Spaced much contention in the city, and a hatred like that which once existed between Guelphs and Guibellines ”’.

Other contemporaries give more details of this kind.

Manfredi wrote, on the 6t of May“, that excitement was

running high and, but for the clemency of God, some great

revolution would take place in Florence ; one party demands. that Savonarola absent himself from the city for some months, and another is altogether unwilling to let him go. It might. happen that, if he abstains from preaching, some means to compromise the difficulties might be found. ‘ The Friar has to-day promised me to do so, ” he added. Savonarola had atEast found out that Pope Alexander VI was right, when 4. Cappelli in “Atti e Mem.. Moden. Vol. IV, p. 378.
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Martelli introduced, as a present, into Remolino’s bedroom



a



beautiful girl of Florence, who was dressed like a boy, and



5



35. Archiv. Vatic., Varia Politicorum XLVII : Nota. di alcuni particolari pertinenti al Padre



fra Girolamo



rara, folio 403.



Savonarola



di Fer-



36. Ibid., f° 398. 37. Ibid., f° 399. 38. Ibid., fo 399vo,



39. Lucas, p. 334, footn. 2.
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he kept her all the time that he remained here, and afterwards he took her with him to Rome "’—a profligate at home and abroad—“ where he keeps her to the present day, dressed in boy’s clothes. But, before long she secretly fled away from



him, and



returned



to Florence



’’—a



cute



and



fearless



girl, indeed—, “ where she complained to some people of the wretch, Remolino ” —after donning her petticoat again ?— “and revealed many of his rascalities, which she had noticed and seen at the time of Fra Jerome’s arrest and prosecution ” —although Remolino was quietly in Rome during that time— “and had also learned from him. But Jerome Martelli, hearing that she told the truth so nicely, spent so’ much money ’—although he had no interest in Remolino any longer—“ that he made her return to Rome ’’—all by herself and in a new



pair of breeches,



to renew



the secret—*



sent her back to the venerable Remolino, ’—who forgave and forgot her perfidious conduct !



and



generously



Where, we ask, shall we find a reader so dull, not to notice



the stupidities of such a tale ? Lucas *° asserts that “ no one has put on record a single word in favor of Remolino ”. To prove the injustice of this assertion and to answer the calumny of Philipepi, we may here add an extract from a letter of the Seigniory to the Pontiff, dated the 208 of May, 1498 : “ Most Holy Father... We thank Your Holiness for all the services rendered us by Remolino. We admire and love him, he has attended to the whole affair with so much integrity, justice and judgment... Every one praises his virtue... Your Holiness has honored him by your choice, but he has honored himself much more by his virtue... We are certainly bound to him hy lasting bonds of love, and should ever our prayers find any favor with You, we would 40. P. 383.



recommend



him to Your 41. Archiv.



Holiness



Stor.



Italiano,



I. Append. Vol. VIII, p. 190.



” 4. ser.
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Three days later, the Ten of Florence wrote in similar terms. to ambassador Bonsi about Remolino *. In fact, he was a learned prelate who, for the integrity of his life and the fidelity to his duties, was advanced to the archbishopric



of Sorrento



and, on the 315



of May,



1503,



was created a cardinal of the Church. But why, the dishonest attempts at belittling the value of the report of the papal commissaries, by slandering one of these ?. The document



was written and jointly signed also.



by the other, Joachin



Turriano



Dominicans,



would



naturally



who,



have



defended



had they been less evidently’ guilty. described



as Superior his



He was,



in the chronicles of the Dominican



of the subjects,



indeed, as



Order, a man



most sweet and humane, who governed his Order with all. kindness and charity, who, good towards all the good, never molested anybody, except the wicked ; and, finally, ceased to live, to the universal



sorrow



of the whole



Order,



that



complained of having lost a true father #8. When, in the afternoon of the 224 of May, the papal commissaries had decided to deliver the three friars into the hands. of the civil officials, the Florentine magistrates ordered at once



to make



ready,



on



the public



square,



whatever, was



needed for their execution, which was set for the following,



day.



A Benedictine Father was sent to the convicts, and



these made their last confession. The next morning Fra. ‘Jerome, Fra Dominic and Fra Silvester heard Holy Mass together in the palace chapel and, with permission of the pontifical representatives, Savonarola, after making a profes~ sion of faith and asking pardon of all the sins of his life and, in particular, of his offenses, temporal and spiritual, against °142..Ibid.,. p. 192. 43. Baluzius, Miscellan. Mansi,



t. IV,



p.



522



or



Wadding, ap. | 162.



seg.;



Annal, Min., t. XV, p.
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the city and people of Florence *, gave H. Communion to. himself and his two companions. Thus comforted, they silently walked to the place of their doom. Here Pagagnotti, bishop of Vaison, who happened to be in Florence, performed the sad ceremony of their degradation, in consequence of a brief of the 11t* of May, by which the Pope had laid that duty upon him, provided it Should be found



necessary,



”



for the sake of justice, to sur-



render them to the Secular Court.‘ Si ad degradationem et traditionem curiae seculari deveniendum erit, ne justitia deseratur



’ #.



After this Remolino



offered to them, in the



Pope’s name,.a plenary indulgence, which they reverently accepted ; and they were then given over to the secular power. The Eight “ di Guardia ”, to whom belonged the right of judgment, ordered a resolution to be read to them by which they confirmed the sentence rendered by the commission selected for their examination. Finally, they were hanged to death, their corpses burned to ashes and their ashes carefully gathered and thrown into the Arno river, on the 23¢ of May, 1498 #6. . ARTICLE
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GENERAL



REMARKS



ABOUT



SAVONAROLA.



a
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We were surprised at the remark with which Lucas concludes his narrative ** of Savonarola’s ignominious death: “ All his errors and their consequences notwithstanding ”’, he says, “ the Church and the world owe him a debt of grati-



tude? ”



And what for ? we may ask.



44. Munich,



K. Staatsbibl.



Cod.



| of



St.



Marc



be untrue that the Pope had sen| Nardi,



Istor.



Should perchance and



ap.



Perrens,



Firenze,



vol.



Lat. 962, f° 210; Villari, vol. II, | Jérome Savon., p. 399. p. 239. 46. Cappelli, in Atti e Mem... 45. From which we see it to | Moden. Vol. IV, pp. 318, 319;



tenced them to death. The brief | p. 159. is in Ms. at the Venitian Library AT. P. 439.
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the Church thank him for his rebellion to all his ecclesiastical superiors, for his insults to her venerable Head, for his vilification of her clergy, for his deception of her faithful, for his efforts, partly successful in Florence, to cause both local



And what has the and universal schism in the Church? ‘world to thank him for? What great work did he initiate, «or what new idea did he produce for the good of mankind ? A stubborn rebel to all spiritual authority,hewas a slave and became a victim of civil power. He may have set a glorious example for Protestants but a Catholic will find, in his public life, nothing for which to praise him, but his zeal at the beginning of his ministry and his prayer for pardon on the morning. of his death. The German Reformation, Gregorovius says, could honor Savonarola



as



its precursor



in matters



of morality ; and,



indeed, no Protestant has more violently slandered the Catholic and, in particular, the Roman



clergy ; but, the historian



adds, it could, for the rest, hardly find a weapon to borrow from his hands #. Yet he uttered more than one heretical error, afterwards held by Protestantism, such as the proposition of John Hus: that a Pope cannot validly forbid a preacher to announce the word of God**. He constantly submitted



his teaching to the Roman



Church, but this church



was to him an invisible, not the real and living Church of Rome, that was long since destitute of a Supreme Head, pope Alexander VI being not even a Christian nor a believer in the existence of God ! The writings of Savonarola were, all of them, expurgated by a commission



of the Council of Trent 50. and, besides his



Dialogue on the Truth of Prophecy, fifteen of his sermons 48. Gesch. der Stadt Rom, Bd. | 50. Archiv. Stor. Ital. Ser. VII, s. 416. Append. Vol. VIII, p. 201. 49. Balluzius, ap. Mansi, t. IV, | OOP? Hoh
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were placed on the Index of Forbidden Books.



It may be



noticed that St. Ignatius of Loyola would not allow any of



his writings to be kept or read in the houses of the Society of Jesus.si. If, however, Protestants glory in the teaching and behavior of Savonarola’s



last years, they should no less feel rebuked



by his acts in the last hours of his life, when, freed from pride and mundane interest, he more lucidly saw the things ot God and of eternity. He then reconciled himself with his _ Supreme Judge, made a profession of true faith, asked pardon of all whom he had injured, accepted a papal indulgence and died a repentant Catholic. Many of Savonarola’s acts and assertions cannot, objectively, be exculpated ; but his apologists draw their reader’s atiention away from them upon the pretended crimes and vices of the great Pontiff, who sustained, against him and his powerful temporal protectors, the purity of faith and the rights of the Church. A new system of defense has been, of late, ‘added to the former. It is set forth that he was morally irresponsible, not a son of iniquity ; that he was



a self-deluded



man, a monomaniac convinced of his divine, prophetic mission, in spite of the authority of a divinely established



Church.



We



shall



not contest the possibility of partial



insanity, but we shall remark that he was admitted by all his ‘contemporaries to be most intelligent, sagacious and learned; thathe was declared a cunning deceiver by those who knew him best, by his own



brethren



of San ‘Marco ; and that he



himself confessed his deceit. The vice of pride, of which we find him accused frequently, sufficiently accounts for his stubborn disobedience. It is a remarkable fact that several members of the Dominican Order took up the defense of Savonarola. One of them, 51. Lucas, S. J., Girol. Savon., p. 441. Alexander VI. —
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Ambrose



della Robbia



coined



IX



two, medals in his honor *? ;



in the sixteenth century, he was considered as a saint by the Dominicans who composed an “ Officium proprium ” for him 58; lately, Father Bayonne O. P. wrote, for the purpose of his canonization,



a work,



the second



volume



of which



was



authoritatively denied publication, and J. L. O'Neil calls in doubt the evident fact of his excommunication. Would they — not give proof of less prepossession and of more prudence, by following the opinion of a Sovereign Pontiff, who excommunicated



Savonarola ; of their former



Defensor,



cardinal



Oliver Caraffa, who blamed him ; of Joachin Turriano, their former Master General, who excommunicated, questioned and



gave him over to his executioners ; of the former Dominican prelate, the Blessed Sebastian Maggi, who constantly opposed him ; of the large Dominican community of San Marco, who not only called him a deceiver but kept a certain Fra Benedetti closely imprisoned, because he continued to defend Savonarola 5 ; finally, of pope Leo XI, who, when archbishop of Florence,



exiled



the Dominican



Bernard



Castiglione,



on



account of his efforts to revive veneration towards Savonarola 55. ? But, they say, a coeval saint, St. Francis de Paula, wrote



two letters to Savonarola, in which he higly praised him. To this we answer that the authenticity of these letters is contested 5°, and should they be genuine, that the holy hermit was, like so many others, deceived by the Friar’s hypocrisy. Should he actually have called Savonarola a saint and a friend



of God,



and



have



said



that his ashes



miracles yet 5; we might answer 52. Alfred Armand, Les Mé-| dailleurs Italiens du XV®° et XVim° siécles, t. I, p. 105. 53. Capelli, in Atti e Mem....



Moden. Vol. IV, p. 319.



would



work



that, as it is not all holy: 54. Archiv. 55. Ibid., p. 56. Ibid., p. 57. Mansi, n.



ae



Stor. Ital. Ser. È 199, n. 2. 102. ap. Raynaldi, An-



ad



an.



1498,



no.



_ END what
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so it is not all true what



the



saints have said. Those words would prove only St. Francis’ | great charity and his appreciation of the good effects of Savonarola’s. preaching ; but we have to look still for the miracles worked through the ashes of the disobedient monk. Mansi ** continues to say that St. Philip of Neri knew by divine revelation that Savonarola’s writings were not condemned



as heretical ; but Raynaldi, who



calls him a crafty



monk, a hypocrite, a proud and audacious, man, does not denounce him as a heretic. Nor could we approve of the way in which Mansi excuses the Friar’s contempt of papal orders, or justifies his pretensions to the gift of prophecy. They further allege the respectful confidence placed in him, after his death, by St. Catherine de’ Ricci, the Blessed Colum-



ba of Rieti and St. Philip Neri.



But they forget that the



prayer of St. Catherine to him came very near making her lose the honor of her canonization.



Happily was cardinal



Lam-



bertini, afterwards pope Benedict XIV, Promotor of the Faith at her Process, and declared



that her private devotion



could



be and was sufficiently excused by the fact that Savonarola was said to have lived a pious life and had, in his last days,



given evident signs of repentance, had accepted death with becoming Christian humility, and that, before and after he died, there had been talk of his sanctity 5. The same may be said in excuse for the private devotions of the two other



saints to him. Finally, some panegyrists of Savonarola assure us that pope Benedict XIV named him as worthy of canonization °°. This is, however a gross mistake. The name of “ Savonarola ”, like that of other personages, etc. is found in an 58. Ibidem. | 60. Cantu, Réforme en Italie, 59. Benedictus XIV. De Ser| Disc. XI; p. 471; Villari, Jér. vorum Dei Beatificatione, Lib. III, | Savon., French translation, t. 2, Cap. XXV, no. 19. p. 442.
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CHAPTER



alphabetical Servorum



IX



Index at the end of .that Pope’s work, “ De



Dei Beatificatione ”’, added



by the editor, for the



simple purpose of referring the reader to the passages mentioning those names. That of ‘“ Savonarola ” refers also to Chapter, no. 20, just indicated, where pope Benedict XIV, far from judging him worthy of a Saint’s honors clearly states that, in his opinion, the “ Postulatores ” of St. Catherine’s



canonization had no reason for pretending that the Friar had been unjustly put to death. Savonarola



was



not



a saint,



nor



was



he



a



Protestant



martyr, he was an ardent politician and condemned on political grounds. He justly hated the example of immoraiity set before the Florentines by the ruling family de’ Medici, and, after the expulsion



of Piero



de’ Medici,



he fought



the



introduction of an administration that could be held by a few lustful men of great power. He wanted the Republic to be governed by the people, and, in particular, by the people that, among the political parties of Florence, would more readily follow his directions. He succeeded for a length of time, but his political overbearing and his moral severity excited after a while the dissatisfaction and hatred of the other factions. It was soon evident that Savonarola’s rule and his very life depended on the possibility of keeping down forever. his increasing adversaries. Yet, in vain did a friendly Seigniory declare him the only authorized provoked



preacher more



in Florence



violent dissensions.



and,



in fact, his sermons



In the year



1498, offi-



cials hostile to the Friar and to his party were elected, and soon, on the 23° of May, the Eight “ di Guardia ” sentenced him to death, as a heretic, a schismatic and a contemnor



of



the Apostolic See, as the Ten wrote, that same day, to their



ambassador, Bonsi. But they significantly added that, to the universal satisfaction of the people, he had undergone a punishment corresponding to his pernicious treasons or



~
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political intrigues, “ conveniente alle loro pestifere seditioni” 51, Opposition to the party in power was the true reason of his condemnation. As an ecclesiastic, he had grievously offended ; but he was hanged and burnt as a defeated politician. Echard and Quétif * write that impartial judges consider Savonarola’s



death



as



inflicted,



not



heresy, but solely because of political reasons. his death



a murder,



not religious



but



because



of



Cantu ® calls:



altogether



political.



The late Balan * says that he lost his life not through the license of his speech, but through the anger of the factions, that his death was not a punishment of his faults, but a vengeance of politicians.



61. Archiv. Stor. Ital. Ser. I. Append. Vol. VIII, p. 191. 62. Scriptores Ordinis Praedicatorum, t. I, p. 885. Ch. 3, p. 121.



Univers. Liv. XV. 63. a Chies 64. "dora 'Pitalia, t. V, p. 385.
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