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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE

i CCHILE preparing the translation of this book during
the early days of 1949, news reached me of the sudden death

. of its author, the late Msgr. Martin Grabmann. The passing

of such a champion of truth is indeed a great loss to Thomistic
scholarship. o

His staggering number of publications, begun as early
as 1898, clearly manifested a profound student and ardent
admirer of the Angelic Doctor. Not only did he grasp the .
precise thought of St. Thomas, but he very clearly under-
stood the whole historical background of the Middle Ages
which helped to fashion the Prince of Theologians. Because

- of his extensive knowledge, the name of Dr. Martin Grab-
. mann today represents a foremost authority on the life, works,

and interpretation of St. Thomas Aquinas. 2

Practically all of Dr. Grabmann’s writings lie hidden in
some foreign language. Many of them would be of inestim-
able profit to the English-speaking public. This particular
work was selected in preference to his many other works for
good reasons. Today, with the ever increasing desire for the
sound doctrine of St. Thomas, there is a dire need for a
work in English on the spiritual life of this learned Doctor.

Many recent writers have done beautiful sketches of Thomas

§‘ the Doctor; but few, if any, have succeeded as Grabmann has

in portraying Thomas the Saint.

v




ST

* This litle work

comes especially

o _evidenced in the |
... the editor of Diyys
Paragraph reads:

5 ~ He (Grabmann)

f Docto
the request of the

-+ Within this
L% thoughts which the
is will eliminate
this short work. Bes;
o+ would have ]
' audience.

Jin 1923. It appeared

Tiam,” Dipys

.. Trénslamfs Preface
sanctity ‘and holiness of th

- to l'lim in memory of his love for God
- which always remained close to his

T, al'ld of ’how

-, thomas Aquinas: “both ]
. taught, and faithfully to;i(ineia

translator’s preface,

€ or no interest f,
- This work, as uthor pointe o ’ e

- » as the author poings iof from le
’ ' ; out, )

i which he delivered in vaﬁcE):ste o e from lec
» " of the sixth centennial of St. The

*G. M. Hifele, OP.

is also singular in its revelation of the

fitting that this translation be dedicated

, Thm' G. M. Hifele, O.P.* The last

set his h
Seelenleber des heiligen Thomas

10w well he realized and fulfilled
Church ml its praygr for the Feast of St.
rly to understand thi '
tate what he di:ll.” e thmgs »h?

author has placed in his bri

- for an English-speaking:

tures
<1>ccasion ‘
ation, celeh ‘
'published by Lhee '15223

“Protonotar  Dr. Martin

Tman cities on the
_ Mas’ canonization
In two editions

> Mm; 1949, Paulus-Dru?fcl;:,m' In P‘%*_m e

Frej

e author’s priestly soul. And'so it

~pally on one little book: Dy Sor for immortality . . . princi-

t two editions were sold out, he'waited

Translator’s Preface : L vii

tinerverlag. Sonieﬁﬁle after all available copies had been

~ exhausted, the Paulusverlag took up the work, had it brought

~up to date by its author, and republished it in 1949. The

" - English translation has been made from this third and
“enlarged revision. ‘ o

“'Throughout the translation I have scrupulously tried to |
remain as close as possible to the original, knowing that it

‘breathed the spirit of peace and quiet of a soul similar to

*St. Thomas. The only changes that have been introduced

have been those of grammar, or in peculiar constructions -*

¢ where the English version would of necessity differ from the
German. All quotations have been rechecked, and, when

more suited, translated from the original. All omissions within

- quotations have been clearly indicated wherever it seemed

the German did not include some thought or phrase. Much

. of the Latin phraseology has been put into English so as to
- make the work more accessible to an English-speaking

audience. Wherever the Latin had to be retained, its mean-
ing can easily be discerned from either the context or the
translation which immediately follows. Since the footnotes,
in large part, only indicate the sources, and these usually

- in some foreign language, they have been relegated to an

appendix in the back of the book. Thus the work should

ecome more presentable and - readable in its new .

" English garb. -

This book is neither a purely devotional nor a strictly

 scientific treatment of the interior life of St. Thomas. Rather, -

it is 2 happy combination of the two, as only:a man like :

~ Dr. Grabmann, with his deep insight and extensive experi-

ence, can present it. The work is intended, as the author - -

- points out, to help acquaint priests, students of theology, -
and the laity interested in St. Thomas, with the religious .-
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personality and character of the Angelic Doctor. Those who -

are intimately acquainted with Thomas should profit by’
seeing more clearly the true source of Thomas knowledge.
- Those who have heard or read little of Thomas should profit -
~+in discovering the loving soul of this master of Catholic

thought. All, then, will understand how and why Thomas | -

the Saint learned more from' the feet of the Crucified than

from ‘the innumerable books he read. And they will be

_convinced that sanctity precedes science, that life precedes

know in the scientific personality of St. Thomas
Aquinas, S ‘ :
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INTRODUCTION

S OMETIME after the middle of the fouxteenth céntury,

the Italian painter, Tommaso da Modena,’ adorned the

chapter room of San Niccolo, the Dominican convent at
Treviso, with frescoes of Dominican saints and scholars.

Here St. Thomas Aquinas is represented standing at the
lecturer’s chair in front of his desk. He holds a book in
his right hand, while his left hand rests upon a tiny church.
From a sun gleaming on his breast, stream rays of light which
fall upon and enter the church. .

~'This representation of the most learned of the saints
and the most saintly of the learned, as Cardinal Bessarion has
called Aquinas, is also found in various other places. At
Viterbo, on a terra-cotta relief of Andrea della Robbia, the

saint holds a book in his left hand, and with his right hand

he sustains another small church. Rays of light shine on the
church from a sun set upon his breast. At both sides angels

- bow in deepest awe. This same idea is brought out in

miniature on some manuscripts, as for instance upon one
originally written at St. Domenico’s in Fiesole, now at the
Biblioteca Laurenziana in Florence.? '

In this portrayal of St. Thomas I see a significant indication
of his providential influence within the Church and for the

*Church over a period of more than 6oo years. He is diffusing

rays of light upon the Church, the Church upon which he

in return depends—light rays of natural and supernatural =
truth, rays of warmth for a life of Christian asceticism and
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‘his breast. In truth, his
. centuries of Church h

- his soul and character, T am

- shown and revealed it ¢ me. .

- - [

Introduction
mysticism, of su
written not lon

urch” in thege pictures

istory springs from his inner life: from

- On.a fresco at Treviso, underneath
~-we read: “Fyj; exemplar

in sacrg theologia, in o1, orbe famosuys,
in multis clary;; miraculis— He yyas
" avirgin, a distinguished magte

Multa opera fecit et

‘Wrote many works, and worked.
. 2 . |
* Many miracles.” Here the

) greatness. And Pope Piys X[ in

~ The following Pages are intended to be
-2 simple and plain ‘manner, of his interior |
Presenting this

.1 85 many years of heartfelt and intima
. with the work, personality, and thought of St The

tove, oeeasionally manifesting el i some. o

pernatural love and perfection. A manuscript,
v g after his death, truly sounds like a prophf:'cy
s when it says in sacred memory of Brother Thomas: “cujus
‘ ~ ‘;  doe - o - :
"~ Mother Church js llumined.”s . ‘ S
* . The rays of light with which St Thomas illumines the -

emanate from a sun fixed upon .
tremendous influence throughout

the picture of the saint, -
virtutum, virgo, eximius magister -

a model of virtues, .
I in sacred. theolog’y, renowned
throughout the ‘world. He wr

sanctity and spotless purity of his -

- " homas’ canoniza- -
£ 2Bns with a Impressive descnptivon‘ of his life =

an analysis;"in
ife, a:sketCh Of
_tRIS portraje Precisely -
te lnte]legtua}" famﬂiarity’ fo

Ol'ful

Introduction ‘ .3

| » i ning and
tinge, has perchance directed my hand in pi)a;na‘m%men—
drawx:ng this portrait, such is not the expression

[ lsh ;

i atever is
the reality and impartiality of a representa;losr: T“}’ll:)mas, S
mentioned here conceming the g.reamgssdoto be e
inner motives and nature, is not intende De 2 paregyric.
It is rather simply the impression and express

ut this
‘an exhaustive study of sources has revealed to me abo B

re

great thinker, whom I have learned to love1 and \;int:r;:ie ;I;?,]e
d more over the course of years as a ho' y, pu ;}, wobe
anrsonality Or it arises from whatever ghmmf:rs m‘l;gteﬁor
sveorks, impersonal as they may seem, about his own 1 X

~ personal individuality. :

~ Biographers of St. Thomas have frequently sketched the

i ron has
portrait of the soul and character of our saint. Tou

i il. He dedicated
i hly and in greatest de'tall. |
?: Itlﬁi;h:tlll'np(())ssted:}?;o:v%olz fourth book of his huge biography

. 1_ A
of St. Thomas, which he wrote from 3 comprehensive know

isti s centl .
E edge of sources, as Well as of Thomlstlc WOI'kS. More rece Y,
4

, T
enthusiastic and faithful students. ?f St. Thgm::i }:;1;: :f,d
“their way into his interior life, giving us a descrip

appraisal of his intellectual and religious personality. The '

far-reachi ientific works, partly
: ble and farreaching scienti . \ |
| }I:Ii:;);ic;,lalflzlde’ partly speculative, strongly stimulated a .

jor Li i theologian -
ion . i the interior life of t%ns great
Ezgegﬁgz?o;ﬁ:. Afnong the contributions called forth by

f
~ this jubilee we should mention the works from the pens of

i i Ramirez, G. M. ’
inicans: M. Gillet, H. Petitot, S: lir M.
ﬁinlzeorl.r‘?n'lf;a: sexcellent periodical, La Vie Spirituelle, has

‘published a special section entitled “Saint ThomasDocteur o

: 2 S
mystique.
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oreign- lan W
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Aquinas in my work on
n translated into
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FEATURES >OF THE SOUL AND CHARACTER
OF ST. THOMAS FROM HIS WRITINGS AND
) THE ACTS OF HIS CANONIZATION

' THE acts of the canonization process and the writings of - -
- the saint are the principal sources for our portrait of the
soul and character of St. Thomas.® A number of testimonies,
handed down to us in the acts of the canonization process,
depict with great uniformity the foremost features of the .
inner life and the whole personality of Aquinas. PR
These testimonies are valuable because either they come
from those who have personally known the saint, or they are
from correspondence between his intimate friends.” Among
- such friends were: first and foremost, Reginald of Piperno, an
inseparable companion who knew all the secrets and the
inner experiences of the saint—the socius carissimus, as St.
Thomas calls him; John of Cajatia, another Dominican, who -
was a student of the Angelic Doctor in Paris and Naples, -
who had always been especially close to him; William of
Tocco, one of the witnesses, who played a very active role
in the promotion of his canonization process, and wrote the -
first Life of St. Thomas upon which the biographies. of
Bernard Guido and Peter Calo largely depend. ,
‘These biographies of St. Thomas are not such living and

impressive portraits of a soul as we meet in Eadem’s graphic =

life of St. Anselm of Canterbury or in St. Bonaventure’s =
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iography of St. Franéis. Even the writings of St. Thomas,
o in their ri '
. theoretical nature, a

-a John of Salisbury,

' ~wishes, and feelings

. position, such as Bona
- of the Franciscan O,

er, personal motives are naturally inter-
< woven into their lite

e Concludingkhiﬁ o\p;ihidn on the
-~ in accordance with the wish

It has been the will of God that T o1 1.
* command on the Feast of the Chair of
‘- work for the defense of the power. give

n to Peters . R
- Beginning another opusculum, ‘Respo};sio"deﬂvl' ;ifticulis
- ad lectorum Bisuntinum, Thomas chaﬁtably Writes: -,
i - To my dearest Brother in Christ, Gera :

ternal charj

- same Order, send my greetings in fra . 1 b

gidly scientific arrangement and their abstract, .
ppear at first glance to offer very little, B

if anything, for a sketch of his soul and character. The,j e

~ scholastics of the twelfth century, an Anselm of Canterbury,r; T
more or less reveal to us their thoughts,

through their correspondence. Among

. the great scholastic thinkers who ascended to a leading pul.)hC_f i

. venture, the General and great organizer | -

rary work. Even St. Albert the Great.
purposely uses his personal experiences here and fhere m. -

re, noble, and gracious. soul*

orm of absolution’, written .

L of his Master General, John of ‘
- Vercelli, St. Thomas writes: . PR

".-Order of Friars Preachers, I, Brother Th :ss’ gg $§ :
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ceivec ining 'some articles, to which you
k zlielr‘xiidtg(;z;blftzsdC;%fgglglfgla}re'lbiﬁg l::;ﬂe‘szitgf n;e:’rlll)lr.
i ! ai A
‘ z?llaritlgtsy:, rIlet‘:;rlihcezliiZs ’tpl?;sgveih;:)lu as soon as the 0ppoﬁu§1§y
- permitted. : | , ‘ ‘ ; S ]
" The saint, entirely engrossed as he' was in his many ar:h
great labors, must have made saf:nﬁces to :.mswefu‘su1
questions. Yet, his cordial and sincere chal:lty wi 111;gmy
accepted these interruptions. At the close of this opusculum, -

e asks Brother Gerard to remember him in his prayers: - |

These tlxi11gé, very dear Brother, occur to me at this time

i i is work '
in answer to the questions which you proposed. For thi »

M 3 » - ers. i
if it pleases you, remember me in” your pray

In the Responsio de articulis XXXV ad lectorem Venetum.®

i i ner
omas answers in the same friendly and gracious mag ’
the questions of another one of his brethren:

Having read your letters, I found in them a grea mbe
. of 32211:3% whiclf your charity requested me to ans;vehr “:th:::
four days. And, although I have been very busy, I have p

: aside for a time the things that I should do and have decided .

*to answer individually the questions which you proposed, so as
not to be lacking to the request. of your charity.

i 11 the self:
A tly the lector from Venice knew we |
‘sacﬁlf)iz?r:;nw}irllingness of the saint, and therefore demanded

the answer to these thirty-six obscure and generé.ll queg:l:]rlls
- within four days. In the concluding worc.ls the saint ta¢ y
~ mentions this want of a clearer formulation:

‘ ings, er, which T write
These are the things, very dear'Brother, w v
more eiabora_tely than you requested in response to the articles

- which you sent. It is not possible to reply absolutely to these

MRy ially
- opinions for they can be taken in different senses, especially -
L sil:::elo;gu hraveer):ot mentioned what may be objected agamsj:

§
|
z




‘The saint here speaks of the re

- speculative treatises. \ e
- In the same friendly and charitable way,

a number of questions concerning her duties

~ . introduction to the factual discussion:

S8 The Interior Life of St. Thomas Aquinas

L ‘ﬂl‘ese‘arthicleé. In such a case, a more absolute and certain.
~ reply could have been given. May your charity endure, and .

for this work, please remember me in your prayers.

I wonder whether many scholars, famous and overburdened
with work, would reply as charitably as Thomas did to the
obscure and incomplete requests of a beginner, who sought - |

answers for thirty-six questions within fous days!
The saint’s dev

opusculum, De substantiis s

of introduction:

. Since we cannot be present at the sacred: solemnities of the . -

- angels, we should not allow the time of devotion to pass in
idleness. But, rather, the time taken )

. office should be given over to the work of writing,

‘ngel.orum) carried out in his Order according to a beautiful

replied. to persons outside  his Order  who
seeking counsel and help. A duchess, most like}
Adelheid of Brabant (1261—1267), came to

He responded to these questions in an exte

Regimine Judaeorum.* He prefaces the fo]

nsive work, De

out and religious manner of thinking also
‘manifests itself in - the personal remarks of his opuscula. The -

eparatis seu de angelorum natura,
dedicated to Reginald of Piperno (ad fratrem Reginaldum
socium suum carissimum) has the following beautifgl words

away from chanting the -

gular choral office (solemnia . 1

ThOmas also
y the Duchess "
the saint with

of government, o

lowing personal =
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I have received the letters of Your Excellency. (Excelllerzutzgz ,
Vestrae), from which I fully understand,your pious s}c::lzll de
for the ruling of your subjects, and the devout love w ng yho
have for the brethren of our Order. I give @anks t(I) ; ];”een
has planted in your heart the seeds of such virtues. It asted n
difficult for me to answer the articles which you requgs‘ "

~ your letter, both because of the labors which thed E}ty o
lecturing requires, and because I would be Pl?taife i EZirs
would seek the advice of others more learned in ‘these al' s
In truth, since I thought it unbecoming to be fouxid a ne's,::,i :3%1 n
helper, considering your solicitude, or ungrateful, Ct%nSI feri £
your esteem, I have taken care at present to rc.apl)f to the abeuer
which you proposed, without, however, prejudice to a be
opinion. .

* The co'ncludir;g words show the same modesty:

ime i i i d pious Lady,
this time it occurred to me, illustrious and p ;
th::tthe:z thi:gls should be written in reply to your questxor::‘;
In these matters I do not so force my own opmlor;d uP(::; y
that I do not urge you to hold that of a more learned man.

A noble lay friend, a Lord of Burgo, came to Thomas

. L s L
with a question of moral theology concemning superstitious -

o) | . i1 De
games of chance. The saint readily instructs him in his D

Sortibus. The completely lovable character of: the saint is-

mirrored in the introduction:

i iti ider- .
Your charity has asked me to reply in writing about consider-
ations of gamt};s of chance. It is not proper that I;h{:eri r;oqauegt;,
~ which charity faithfully offers, be ¥efused 1.>y a fbors ol,’
desiring to satisfy your petition and interrupting my aI B
study for a short time during the major .va}catlolr:é have
considered what must, according to my opinion, writt

- of games of chance.

Thomas begins his commentary to the Penhermenetas Wlth ‘

 the following dedication:




i > Moved by the ¢

-~ The Dominican, James of Ca
. to the following accounts: = .

I have known Brother Thom

- Chomiriem contemplativum), ¢

- things and drawn to divi

- and serious. Never did b

" with whatever was placed beforerhim, using it moderately.
_Every day he celebrated Mass and h

j’{The testimony of the Domini'cén’, Petef- of ‘St.'fF’einx,v is <
' more detailed. Under cath he gave the following description |
_of the life and conduct of SL'Tthas:'j S e B

- ‘Brother Thomas was a man of great

PN
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: ‘To the beloved Superior of Louvain, I, Brother T.hOmaSj
qui greetings and an increase in true wisdom.

Aquinas, send

onsideration of your diligence, by which you

in your youth seek wisdom and not vanity, I have sought,  ? i
- among the many pressing: duties ‘of my labors, to prepare a

‘commentary on the book of Aristotle called Perihermeneias, -
*- which is fifled

* the advanced L

with many obscurities, My intention is to offer

€ means of acquiring proficien

jatia, . has given his oath

as to be a contemplative man

ne-thin

gs. He wags very honest, pure,
e seek

- without delay, he devoted himself ¢o

igher things, and yet not to refuse beginners '
cy. May your zeal, therefore, - 2
exposition. If you profit by it, -

otally withdrawn from worldly -

special ’food, but was content

; Purity i xegard to g
~ .+ as well as in regard to others, for he wished that others shoulg
=« - be as he himself was. He possessed an admirable humil; :

‘ Featu;es-of the Soul and Character of St. Thomas 11

. v o
atience so that he never saddened anybody by p{r:gﬁgdoi in
Purious words, He was, moreover, a man of Ppro ound con

]templation, who constantly either pr:«.tyed,hwro(;e,a or studieeh
Every day he celebrated Holy Mass andth.ears Jmothet, ve
was totally removed from earthly affairs to thing

( . . § t
* did he seek special food, but was satisfied with what was se

- 1_ )

" before him. Even at table he was t}(zftc;::o émbzlf)(tn;nh;in:;rg‘% St
ion, s e could remove the out
) ;:;)snl’(rsx?)\fw}%itgs‘i)tr.ng: also had very little concern about dothmg

- Asked how he knew all this, Peter of St. Felix replied:

i ve .-
I myself have seen him, have been his sti.lc%f:lvté zggl }fim
lived with him in the Order for one year. 1 harte soen M
in his cell in the Convent at Naples, md gt
church, and in the lecture-hall teaching and p

Conrad of Suess, an elderly priest of the Order of Preachers,

i ions of the pure and
revealed under oath his personal impressions of the p :

holy life of 'Ihomas:

Thomas was a man of a holy li_fe and noblenctlég;ﬁttlizlé; )
- He was peaceful, sober, humble, quiet, dev.ouf, COI ool and
d so cIl’leasté that he was considered a virgin. gt
?11: drink he practiced such niloderatioln tB;r:czfn ;fvabout b
i “was he overly 1 -
A zggarsgecli:z;leéoﬁ} ﬁ:xeidler celebrated Mass with great devo-

ours nt in -
- tion, or attended one or two. Except for the h spe

necessary repose, he continually devoted him;elf t9<lecm§ng,
writing, praying, or preaching.® -

. -1 : .A d
' The sworn testimony of William of Tocco is likewise base

cquai ‘intimate. He .
upon personal ‘acquaintance, although n]g’t asvemo: ey
was Prior of the Dominican Convent at Bene v

P i en a

very active in the process of canonization, hiclt?nogf Il)fis i

- . commissioner from the year 1317 Thehreil)lf St. Thomas. ‘

- vestigations he' condensed into a. biograp Yl car the close
" He became acquainted with Thomas at NaP es n e




. process, are based upon th
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of the saint’s life
- and noticed how

"~ devotion to b

, when he heard him preach and lecture,
throngs of people crowded about him with -
ear his sermons. He continued: A
- Thomas was a most -lovable man (homo dulcis), despising
temporal honors, so pure and chaste that he was commonly
thought to be a virgin as from his mother’s womb, -

S For his testimony, William of Tocco, who was not as
_intimate with Thomas as the witnesses previously quoted,

_ relied upon those who '

~ When Thomas was approaching death, he heard his general -
e cpnfession. His whole life was nothi
. tion, lectures, sermons, disputations, writings, and dictations.

-had recourse to Prayer.
After shedding many tears, he woyld retumn to hi ,
enlightened and instructed. S m e his work, oo

- Brother Reginald gave this and

S other testimoﬁ to o
- of Tocco in his public lectures, 1 e i i Wl]ham

-+ The sworn accounts of John Regina of Néples,‘ OP :
of the greatest theologians of ¢h

e oldest Italiap, Thom;
School,” and also an active ;

edge of Thomas, For the

ng but prayer, contempla- -

»one |
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which he was not able to deliver because of smkn;’i:l-l tg“}; ;
stantially his testimony painted the very same pIEie =
the others.? L ‘ . S
Finally, a valuable testimony from the lips 01:1:11 n];:nc;f::f
 did, not belong to the Dominican Order shouP fonotury
‘He was Bartholomew of Capua, Logothete and Pro oty
of the kingdom of Sicily, This reputable n-lan},l’W o
frequented the Dominican convent at N:aples 3nf 118 ytiongof
years as a student, made use of the reliable in ?rmz -
Dominicans who had been personally acquainte i
Thomas. Chief among these was John of Ca]atléf,thi! Thomas
ing Friar of great renown who was associated wi 1 Naoles.
(multum familiaris) and was his student at Paris an mé—';m
Moreover, ‘Bartholomew of Capua, ‘s a young dswas s(;
personally saw and studied Thomas in Nf‘Ples an ven in
impressed that the memory remained w1th,hlm even M-
h. . - ) - ! ‘. -
;]SB(z)alr(ihingmew of Capua began his defcrlptlon ‘?f thg Spir-
itual life and character of the saint in this manner:

It was the common opinion of t}1f>se who hgred WI(t)sht ]z;grt?he;
Thomas, especially some of the Friars Preaf:.ers I:with i
of credence and respect, that the Holy Spirit wa meek, and
for they always saw him with a serene countenarr;lce, ﬂ-'airs, bt
humble. Never did he interfere with temporal a !

applied himself constﬁntly to Stuifh;f; lfe;ixrgﬁg’lw}gt::gil;r: 4o
i the enlightenment o . e
If)rrc?r}r’xmﬁ)lfgr of eC:;la:i% that Brother Thomas was always the

i i d as soon as he .
f ise for prayers during the mght, an o
h;tn;o :}‘lféseochIE a);proaching, he w1thdrew an4 retum ;
to his cell. : ; : ‘

Bartholomew next recorded his personal impressions o

" the personality of St. Thomas, whom he gbserved whenever -
~ the Opportunity presented itself: : ChwnE L
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=/ Brother Thomas alwa
e Searching after the
~ No one could be fo
from his lips. Eye

~ times are apt to ex
- meek and humble,
He was so abstracted from te

petty matters, constantly :
pure and chaste. °.
vain word come .

ys shunned
sublime. He was
und who had heard one =
n during disputations, in which men at

eed the rule of modera

tion, he was always
g boastful or bragging language. :
mporal affairs that while he ate

€yes were turned toward heaven. Dishes could be

pally Nicholas Fncmo, \;vho attended
Thomas and daily heard Mass at the O
Preachers, revealed the following to -

~ Some Dominicans, princi

“ the lectures of Brother

 ‘convent of the.
- Bartholomew:

~ Brother Thomas celebrated his Mass every day in'the early
0 i St. Nicholas. When he had finished,

y immediately to celebrate another

ass, he put aside the vestments R

chair. His lectures being . .

er priest was read
After hearing th;
d at once ascended th

ce near the tim
€ royal court, wh
cerning hi;, neph

f’ ~ a second time in Capua at th
~because of some difficulty con

8 Féaiures of the Soul and Character of St. Thomas = 15
The canonization: l')ull,_“ written l;y goie]i;a)ffrilst?ci o
' 18, 132 , offers a' summary of a ' teris
i&lfl}})i]chl %;e I?a‘?e found in the testimonie's of his canolrluza:;r;.‘
They comprise a uniform portrait of his soul anctlh c aradeh;
~'A few extracts indicate the principal j;houghts of‘ is afnTou_ N

‘document. (The original, preserved in the arch{ves f)n o

- louse, was publicized in photostatic - reproductions -o ne

occasion of St. Thomas’ centenary.) After the p(;lpe ad

Vbroadly‘ outlined the life and the development offt d;e :1'(101

to the heights of his scientific career as Professor o ;e . g}i

and creator of monumental philosophl'cal and theo ogica
works, he described his saintly interiorl)lfe:k

He accomplished all this as a skillful man, w1thd}a}vlvn ‘f;c])in
all earthiy ambition and intent upon the attalmpdeni}cl) 3 :;11 ; a)i .
goods. In applying himself to study, he put asi e:l (;—I e b[éoan
and strove after God so as to attain thf: eterna .di e hge r
with the divine in order to be fortiﬁtfd in hl'S stu esi }V)Vated’
each day before ascending the]ectunpg chair, he ce et:end-/ |
Mass and attended another, or, if he did not c.elebfate, ?duous ,
ed two Masses. In these Masses as well as in his assi uous
Prayers, he revealed, in the shedding of tears, his sweetn

- mind and his devotion to God, from whom nothing is hidden. -

He 5o shone in the splendour of chastity, carefully guarded

with humility, and nourished by recollection, that many be-,

i i i irginity of the flesh. The .
- lieved he remained incorrupt in the virginity o :
s::i‘r’lt’s corffessor, who belonged to the same Order and who -

i ed publicly .. ..
d hi fession for many years, also asserted p o
g? %é:za{)efo;i C:flrll his friends: “I have heard the general con- -

‘ i ‘ s found
o fessi is hol n, of whom I testify that I have’ o
' fleisx;m; (I))fu:}c:!ZS Z{on;aof ﬁve:ﬁrlears, for he never experienced :
the corruption of the flesh.”

is man of God, moreover, was- .

, ith the food of religious and the clothing of - °
Eggfxen%; Vrilfte. H: was meek :in conversation, pleasant in kind ,

-+ ness, merciful in piety, subjected in humility, and adorned with

i i and was.. -
~many other virtues. He avoided the vanity of: ho?qrﬁ, and was
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.. cautious in his association.
be prominent. When e
never became so boastfu

frequently did, even if su

-~ The Interior Life of St. Thomas Aqui(zus :

ngaged in a scholastic disputation, he

ch words were used by his opponents.
is servant of God was wholly intent upon divine works,

: sedulously applying himself to study in which he excelled, to
preaching in which he was m
devout, to Holy Writ which

that, aside from natural nec

let any time pass in idleness,

oving, to prayer in which he was

essity or sleep, he never or ra;ely

with women. He never desired to

I as to use haughty words, as others -

he understood so well. So it was-

""’P“'f;;II'.! i

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE INTERIOR E
LIFE OF ST. THOMAS‘

| 4 : j i om the
: THE testimonies which we have just examined fr

jon imilar and
acts of St. Thomas’ canonization process are 'all S;’n:]:chdlar
unified in praising him. The persevering rmi]tfne ;)ca  Scho
who devoted himself completely to God, to his v ,

: semble
~to his studies in the solitude of his cell, does not rese

a torrent gushing down the high mountains, but t}fzd;‘gldi
peaceful and gently flowing brook Whl(fh watfer:h ° Hedls
and meadows. These everyday obsenfatlons of he terior
life of St. Thomas assume much livelier and' brig ;ei:l ol
if we permit light from the works of the saint to fall upon -

them —if, from the depths of his own soul, we draw what -

he has written about the aims, laws, and ‘ways of Cl;zlrsttla:)r;
virtue and perfection. These writings will form ibcess,
commentary on the testimonies of his canomzatloln Ptand .y
In these testimonies three basic features clearly s] nd out
above the rest. Thomas is celebra]tcelcd Easth ae 23;::;5 Saory ol
i living totally in the world o - ory, the
:utI:rr;lzZral, zﬁxd theydivine. Furthefmor.e, h.xs lg}owlfngrim;i
of God, which finds its chief expression in h.xs i edo. Izen}; L
and in the dedication of his whole life, CXtelil]O:h an ;:coum; 5
to God, is brought into prominence. Lastly, all these :

( isturbed -
extol his harmonious, well-balanced character, undlystu’ ’

.
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S and. untr(tubled by any inordinate passion, since his virginal L e | o
S ]l;“l’lfy,l his humlhty,. silence, and modesty, his meekness, e Cha ter I
o teendevo ence, an.d‘ amlabi]iFY, continually appear as the basic -} . . . T pte ‘
L ’thn encies of his whole béing. I would like to express these - R o ‘ L
e raree :flmdamental traits in the words: wisdom — charity ~ ERRRTET : R
o peace. Loy o R WISDOM

' THE whole intellectual life of St. Thomas bears the ~
imprint of wisdom; it is completely dedicated to contempla-'
tion and to the ordering of truth. In the paintings which . . -
 depict the triumph of St. Thomas, art has expressed the root , -
of this purest and noblest intellectuality, elevated to the
heights of natural and supernatural contemplation of truth. "~
We have such portrayals of the triumph of St. Thomas by * ..~
Taddeo Gaddi in the Spanish chapel of S. Maria Novella at =
Florence; by Francesco Traini in the Church of St. Catherine
at'Pisa;. by Filippo Lippi in S. Maria supra Minerva; and
by Benozzo Gozzoli in 2 tempera painting at the Louvre
at Paris. . L R ' S
P. L. Ferretti, O.P., in his work which we have already =~ = -
mentioned, has reproduced and described two portrayals of =~ ..
the triumph of St. Thomas, which until now have remained =~
generally unknown. One comes from the brush of Antonello:
- da Messina,? and at present is found in the National Museum
at Palermo. At “the top of this painting, God the Father - :
appears with two angels at His right, holding in their hands .
a book with' the inscription: “Bene scripsisti de me Thoma— -~ - .
You have written well of me, Thomas!” At His left,twoangels ' .*
likewise hold a book with the words: “Sensum tuum, Domine, T
quis scire poterit, nisi tu dederis sapientiam? —Oh Lord, who . -

19
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/

- In the middle of the portrait, the saint is seated upon 2

- throne, surrounded by angels. A pope is at his right, a king

- at his left: Farther to the rear, at his left, clerics and reli

-~ glous; and at his right, lay people listen to his words. Aver-
. 10es lies at his feet defeated and vanquished.

The second painting comes from the school of Antonello

* da Messina, and is now preserved in the Museum of Palazzo
.~ Bellomo at Siracusa.? Here Thomas is pictured upon - the
" "lecturer’s chair. St. Peter stands to his right, while St. Paul

. s at his left. A crowd of listeners, both religious and lay, -

_give ear to his teaching. Again' Averroes, whose intellectual o
.~ defeat forms the fundamental idea in all these representations -
- of the triumph of St. Thomas, s pictured at the bottom of

 the painting,

2 In the paintings of Tnéini and Gozzoli, the book which -
: : as the motto of . -
- his intellectual life’s work, the words: Veritatem meditabitur

7 St. Thomas has opened before him, bears,

. guttur meum et labig mea detestabuniyr impium — My mouth

’ shall meditate truth: and my lips shall hate wickedness” o
(Prov. 8:7). These are the exact words which Thomas placed

- at the beginning of his Summg contra Gentiles with which

~ he explains the function of the wise man.
) and most impressive of a
ol

f St.

- mihi sensus. Invocavi et venit in me
- Therefore I wished, and understanding was
- called upon God, and the spirit of wisdom

ectu chair, holding
words: “Optay; et datus est
spiritus sapienti

| 1 wisd. s Berthier, O.P. l'xsinhvisv\vkeihty»
; /COUM know what you mean unless you gave wisdom?” Here - (Wisd. 7:7). P. . Berthier, O.P , who explain g

wisdom is pointed out as an essential feature of St. Thomas. |
I® 35 an essen

monograph the ideas of these portraits, pertinently remarks: .

The whole life of the Doctor of Aquino is expressed in t'hfa:se
words. Even in childhood he desired a higher and more divine
knowledge. Thus at Monte Cassino, he asked the astounde‘c}
teacher, “What is God?” He prayed for knowledge and attained
it; he longed for and implored a deep insight and received it.

. He prayed and the spirit of wisdom descended upon him. He

: : hopes, -
* left all: his noble name, parents, earthly prospects and hopes,
in order to follow wisdom. He pngex;gd,wﬁem.ﬂto,xall,hongr,s,‘

We are able to distinguish a_threefold wisdom .in which ( :
- Thomas found the meaning_andNthe_happin.esS_Of__hfe;.tneta'x G
physics, which has already been charactenzt?d as oodla b)"
Aristotle; supernatural theology; and the gift of ‘wisdom,

- the wisdom of the supematural gift of the Holy Ghost, which|

lays the foundation for [quasi]-experimental knowledge of .

God, the loving and blessed contemplation of God.

Thomas is the greatest metaphysician of scholasticism, and,

i general, of all Christian philosophy. He unified into a ,{
magnificent and original synthesis the inductive and anthropo-

centric metaphysics of Aristotle, to which he wrote an ap-.. o

Proving commentary, and the theocentric metaphysics of St.

- Augustine.,H_iswmetaphysicalbent..soughl:.ta..repmduce_in_the_' - : .j i
~mind the whole order of the universe and_its causes.. I.:ather Vi
Garrigou—Lagrange, the best authority and representative of

Thomistic metaphysics in our day, characterines the philosophy i
- of St. Thomas as the philosophy of being in contrast to thc; y
modern- philosophy which he describes as a »phxlosophg.o
becoming, of phenomenalism}-Fathexz Olglan, an outstan 11;5 o
Italian philosopher, has represented in his book L'anima d
‘San Tommaso,® the metaphysics of being as the soul of the
whole Thomistic system. Thomas rules the realm of _’/facts’ and -

o
¥




~ and importance, he must take his stand here.

A

J ““method

fic structure; and secondly, the influence of this metaphySical, '

' . M’w T al

. outlook on his undgrstanglng of nature and the supernatur -
. These are considerations in which the weight of wisdom exerts

"its peculiar force: limiting,

- the highest principles.

- ’ B . ’K/" . .
2 The Interior Life of St. Thomas Aquinas -

ideas kfrom the heights of the science of being. ’Thefefor'e,"if ;
~ one wishes' to weigh and appreciate Thomas in all his genius

In this work, I do not intend to enter into the basic and

fundamental questions of Thomistic metaphysics, into the . ¢
- doctrine of being, the real and universal validity of first

principles, into his doctrine of potentiality and actuality, es-

- sence and existence, into the metaphysical coloring of his

o theory of knowledge, his ethics, and his aesthetics by the

concepts of the ontological true, good, and beautiful, iflw
his metaphysics of causes, and his theological consideration

.. of the universe. I'only wish to call attention briefly to two

~points: first, the importance of St. Thomas’ metaphySiCi‘:I
of procedure for forming and systematizing his scienti-

ordering, and supervising all from

The_scientific formation and the order, so admired and

: worthy of admiration, of the thought and of the works of St.

*~ Thomas, are not merely a
~ assembling of material, not merely a function and result of

n external arrangement and an exact

logical classification. Rather jt is an
which lofty metaphysical and theglog;

in their conclusions, applications,

_intemnal evolution, in
cal thoughts and views,
and relations, pervade and

o govern, as dominating principles, the whole = intellectual struc-

“which has its ultimate foundation in God, the First C?“se of S

. Wisdom - 23

1

’ - i sublime
in its inner union with and mutual penetration by the sub]

thoughts of supernatural revelation. ’

This systematic development and organic ?unfoldlflg tl(:ir
Thomistic metaphysics is manifested in its Rurest form in °
first three books of the Summa contra Gentiles. The perspec
tives of the philosophico-theological structure of St. 't}Il'homf:
most clearly and effectively unveil themselves when througir,1 -
out the whole system we observe these fundament:al houg as,A
of metaphysics in their conseqiltences and appllcaflons,, ;
Thomists of ancient and recent times have done with grea ;
profit. = , =

The metaphysics of St. Thomas is not merely an arm1 g
ment of ideas, but stands in living relationship with rea 1ty.\;
It is a basic conviction of his philosophy .that. .the ht(llm.art
mind, chiefly by abstraction, then also by intuition a;x in i
ference, is able to discover being and the laws and relations |

i

. ; Tee-
of being in experienced reality. It can perceive an ag |

~ment between the laws of being and the structure of the, .

mind, the ratio in both a subjective and objective sense,]
being and thought.* : S
Tﬁe sjpremeglaws of being in their tran'scendent vallx:ii:{,
surpassing the limits of Empiricism, are similar to unsh.:z1 te
pillars upon which our knowledge of causes.lays the bri gle o
a knowledge of God. The metaphysical doctrine on the Sna bc;g); ‘
of being teaches that being is not said about God and a ul
Creatures in a univocal or identical sense, nor in an equivocal

or entirely different and improper sense, but rather mﬁfmgif il
" sense relating the finite effect to the infinite cause. This i

trine points out, for our knowledge of God an-d the world, th:e 71 :
true middle way between Monism on one side and Agnosti-

~ cism and pure symbolism on the other. The metaphysigl e

{oT




st e

g

T

* |doctrine of poten
-, - |essence and. existenc
~ land precisely, in th
- [between God and
the world. On the other

| universal divine causality,

- |activity of creatures, ‘give
~+ |immanence of God in

e Thomistic system, the basic distinction

hand, careful reflection upon the
embracing the innermost being and
s a profound understanding of the

ce of St. Thomas’ metaphysical ap-
' proach on the formation a

. cal and theological thought,
. Here likewise I can e
~ second point— the infly

" on_the 1 ing of nature and_

L structure of St. Thomas has  given the im

~ None of the gfeét Cétholic theolo

. has so precisely and clearly drawn the distinction between
the natural and supernatural, betw ‘“

‘ _ een faith
~ tween philosophy and theology. And i,

o . distinguished, he also very clearly defin

The Intetior Life of St. Thomas Aquinas
cy and ‘\act, of the real distinction between

€ In creatures, helps to bring out clearly

the world, the transcendence of God over -,

the world. These are but a few
nd systematization of his philosophij, o
Xpress myself on'kly' briefly on the .

nce of this metaphysi viewpoint -
e supernatural by St. -

P - , Lthe Impression of rationalism L
[ fo.many eamest students. And yer, this 3 far from the '
gians of the Middle Ages’

th and reason, be- - -
ce he so accurately |

CWidow s

' e ‘ rnatural such as
to bear much more the stamp of the supernatural,

i blotted out

Jansenism, Traditionalism, and Ontologlstrlln, hiv:mamml. o
the distinction between the natural and e :nfu Ay el
fact, they so obscured the supernatural they ev ueed
it to nothing. : 7 cen the nat-
The dist;gnction as well as the harmony betw »

R N d -
- ural and the supernatural, faith and reason, philosophy an

' founda- -
theology rest, according to St. Thomas, upon the rock fou

. e Absolute Being,
* tion of metaphysical convictions. God, the Ab

ite natural
is the First Principle and First Cause of all finite natura

. jon is in the
~ being, which by reason of the divine act of creati
2]

ivine bei whose
natural order a participation in t}.l_e dlYme be:zg‘;ego:l’)ove a
infinite plenitude of being and -1ntelhgen<(:;3. T be tatimate
natural knowledge in the mysterious fecunf ltd}]'e supematural-
life of the Trinity, is also the cause o e created soul i
Through a divine act of love anq grace, e e of God:
elevated to a participation in this myster; e o awith God
it is raised to a sublime form and degfee oahd obilities. The
far exceeding all our natural expectatlonsth which are used
two rays of natural and supernatural truth,

flow from
- .in reason and faith, philosophy and theology, also flow from

are
the bosom of God, the Absolute Eternal Truth. These

..... 2

: i o .
precisely the metaphysical convictions which bring Thomas to -

1
affirm the harmony between the natural and the ;upemétufa o

' ‘(')r(}Ic{Seo;rg;t}t:uths of metaphysics, the supreme Ia\a\;1 gfelzleff’s S

‘which simultaneously are laws of thou‘ght,salfi{ﬁ1 wine—in-
St. Thomas teaches in conjunction V'Vlth bt.'l tegtalidityfin L

the intellect and nature of God, ha.vmg abso. 1rlnafu wl ooder. o

" the domain of the natural as well as in the g—g:]e Btwithin the

" Even the supematural truths reveald by he, although i+~ B

- framework of the highest metathSICal, truths, oo
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ihemselves they are enthfoned"far above the pinnacles of -
metaphysics. Following the teaching of St. Thomas, the con-.

- various branches of hum
L metaphysical orientation,

B the theology of the Angel

~cus of Flanders, exposed the Arist

* Pius XI writes in his encyclical in h

tingent physical order can be interrupted through the omnip-

. otence of God for a proof of a divine revelation and mission. A

~ Yet, between the unshakable principles of metaphysics .and the

- truths of supernatural revelation, no actual opposition can
exist. The scientific doctrine of St. Thomas Aquinas, as it is

developed principally in his profound work In Boethium de
Trinitate, shows the mutual dependence and unity of f}{e
an knowledge by reason of their

between the natural and supernatural knowledge of truth.®
One will never thoroughly understand the philosophy or

ic Doctor, nor be able to penetrate
to the depths of his supernatural consideration of God and the

universe, unless he has devoted himself »through ceaseless

~ study to the metaphysical concepts in his works. The oldest -
. scholars-of St. Thomas,

- ing better known through manuscri

whose works are constantly becom- -

pt research, have plunged
themselves directly into these me

spirit of their much beloved teac

her. At the close of the
Middle Ages, the Domin

icans, Paulus Soncinas and Domini- .

otelian-Thomistic meta-
physics in enormous works. In our da

proved in the intellectual warfare

29, 1923): R :

And although his metaphysical teachings have aro
bitterness of hostile critics, yet they still retain.
- splendour like pure gold that no acid can dissol

onor of St. Thomas (June

and also manifests the harmony

taphysical problems in the -

of centuries, Thus ‘Pope -

used the =
their force and
Ve Or tarnjsh, :

!

., 5 . ‘\ N : ,k . 27
Wisdom R

Ty : 0P,
_ Catholic p}iilosophers, such as R. Gamgou—L?lg:;i;:g:’ e
J. Marechal, S.J., C. Beaumker, J. Geyser, an

ast between St.
- demonstrated in numerous ways, by the contr:

A . ht,
Thomas' metaphysics and the. modern current of thoug

its significance in the
 that Thomistic metaphysics has not lost its significa

. ide Catholic
current intellectual - strife.® Even thinkers outside )

. 1. hysics,
‘and scholastic circles, who from prejudice oppose metaphy

: ictions In -
come unconsciously, and even con.sc1ously,r t((:t C{(:);Vlfcrzgj the
epistemology and metaphysics -Vv}llch arehnSic_s Ao onent
fundamental concepts of Thomistic metagf y N \.ze thorough
natural philosopher of our time, \.zvho com ;nezume;)’ writes as
scientific specialization with philosophical a en, write
follows: '

, k istotle
‘MY conviction is rooted in the intellectu;l),scth(;;:‘l3 Oé rfzzlstgn 1
“and his followers of the Middle Ages, Alber

) : to-
Thomas Aquinas. While Albert already claimed experience

senti dit: goes
be the sole source of truth in scientific research, credit g

- . 1‘ 3 )
to St. Thomas for having established the Pnn;:lpieﬂgﬁo;?lysaa:g g
(no effect is without its cause) as the basis o e;l:lized' ny anc .
therefore also of natural science. Thomas r ,

id. not suffice as
more, that the relation of cause and effect did

iving things -
an explanation of natural phenomena, ‘buz1 _thatt: jfralrml ggo vemgr' .
there must be an intellectual being as direc

. 1 ,
of nature, because of the undeniable finality and teleology

i i amely, -
manifested in them. Thus by a twofold consideration, n Y

; Tuded
by the principles of causality and ﬁnahty;oThornéS concluc b
the existence of God from created nature. :

: i cra
The second and loftier form of wisdom is theology, sacra g

While metaphysics, the queen of’all naturalﬁr;c;zvledie,;hlz *‘ \’
purely human, natural wisdom and science, theology

is ‘divine in its
buman-divine wisdom a ience. Theology is div

in-its
‘ Pﬁnciples, the mysteries OE falthrevealed by GOd, and 111 o




~ itself. "This God-formed,

. on account of Himself.!z

e theology in the sentence: “Sacra do
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. supernatural divine faith with which we assent with absglute, =
to these truths. It is human in drawing conclusions,

i certitude

chiefly with the help of philosophy, from the truths of faith,

. inuncovering and unfolding the depths and relations of

- truths hidden in revealed doctrines. Metaphysics, in its ulti- -

mate:and Joftiest consideration, is also a science of things

- " divine. But in so far as all phi]osophy is ordained to a knowl}- °

.- edge of God through creatures, metaphysics is only a know}

edge of God acquired by human reason climbing, from below,

2 a ladder of 3

i things as we se

- edge fitted to o
Lt

uses. Metaphysics is a knowledge of divine

ur natural intellectual life and never exceeding

Theology, on the other hand, is a knowled

- thingsas ¢ ey are in themselves

) - divinorum)

edge of divine things will
*heaven, in the eternal uny
- supernatural theology is me
 theology, similar to the kn
as through infused faith ;

Thomas expresses his lofty conce

.

e them (secundum nostrum modum), a knowl-

ge of divihé" 4

if we wish to call jt such, knowl-j”j :
be possible and complete only in
eiled vision of God, The present

Ption of the nature of =
Ciring est velys quaedam -
una et simplex omnium”.

knoWiedge, in His ﬁnity’ and simplicity. With go;)ldogetz}als::-
one points to Raphael’s Disputa as the representz-atxo A God
logical science, which is subordinated to the science of

and the Blessed. - ' ‘

) ] ience - highest
For Thomas, theology is not merely science aflddt.}:iznlzg%he
of all the scierices, but rather wisdom — Saplénfm a8 '
saintly Doctor teaches: - ST =
’ Theology is wisdom in so far as it considers the highest

causes, ., , It is said to be me !
for it considers the highest causes accordmg to e e o
the causes themselves, since it is ac.cepted lrtnhme0 t; eryhand, |
God through revelation. Metaphysics, on teken Pl
. considers the highest causes from viewpoints la S o said to |
realm of creatures. Hence this doctrine (theology) pee
~ be more divine than metaphysics, for it is dn}r:ng m;s SIS‘I”; o
~ to the subject and the approach, whereas metap ysics s d
only in respect to the subject.®*

; sci 2y to wis-
- Since St. Thomas elevates the science of'thleol?gyi {itcan¢e 5
dom, he thereby gives it an eminent ethical sign y

- N N d : " V’ b ’
- . stressing the intimate, mutual relation betwee;ll tl’leolot%); e:r;l g
life. For this reason Thomas frequently emphasizes eim
Portance of supernatural ethical purity and sanctity for a s
theological knowledge, Life precedes doctrine and science

i it suffices
life leads to a knowledge of truth. In othfar- sciences it suffices
til:t :a; ];)e'aperfect intge]lectually. The divine science, on_the -

| of i ion™ Es-
+ contrary, demands perfection_of intellect and affection .

ially i ity ility, Thomas sees helpful dis- i
gzzil:lilizsnfloﬂasdeep aan’d fruitful -understanding of theology.

' ,_virginal lif ists in this'—-‘t}_xat_-"f.
nwma%. himelt 1o
‘ : al desire, can devote himself t .
E%o%g% IE:%@;TL ff dseim%nsué things (liberius divinae contem-
;l:z”t_wn{vac}:zt);‘ In pride, Thomas sees an obstacle to true

. science and wisdom, fruitful for thought anﬂ life, mso far
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as the proud person takes delight in his own supposed great-
ness and glory,

loving understan

- on the other hand, makes man broad and re
- God: “Humili

With extraord
* fluence of the s

of the Holy Ghost, especially the gifts of understanding and
- wisdom, for a fruitful acqu

makes man_capable of God, " -
inary warmth St. Thomas stresses the  in-

. John, St. Thomas writes: ;

For just as a lamp is not able to illuminate ‘unless a fire

b

Hence ifd\our_mggdcs_]mlmumgg, for a
is bestowed by the ardor of charity.1?

nature, gives an affective knowledge )

"~ depends upon this inner union of li

and the divine.® Wisdom permits us

) , and flowing -
again into love. To behold the unfathomable depths‘ of God,

and consequently loses the reverence and

ding for the excellence of truth. Humility, -

ceptive towgrd .

upernatural virtue of charity and the gifts

, isition of theo]ogy. Thus we are -
- led to the third consideration of

wisdom, the gift of the Holy °
mentary on the Gospel according to St.

o ‘Wisdom L

: ; ‘ L ntemplation
to direct our vision toward God, t0_feJ°1ce In the ‘:ew 1 ose —to
of the divine and thereby to be inflamed to a

irit,
do all this out of love under an impulse of the Holy Spiri

v ; isdom,
who is personal divine Love, is the eHe-c t ?flthe éq lri:\;)sfti::l con-
which here, before all else, is the principle o

mplatio . .
wi as is characterize
i i ith God. If Thom:
templation and union d

i i anonization © - °
with such insistence in the testimonies of the c |

. 1 richt
process as a contemplative, then certainly we have full rig

: tion.
" - to think about the gift of wisdom and mystical contemplatio

. - _ n .

In the Middle Ages and at present, opinions h’;‘rvfmbif,e'
advanced which desired to exclude- St. t['ho'masllecmalism.
history of mysticism because of his Aristotelian ilnte g
The Carthusian, Vincent of Aggabach, defetil elc':lose “of the
intellectual mystical . movement, wrote at the o faintly
Middle Ages that St. Thomas had not gncema el oy
mentioned mystical theology in his wl.lole 1:17: S ion theo. 4
in his other works (nec tenuem mentionem Abbg’t Butler,® .
logica  facit)** Recently the Benedictine, f monasticism,
highly respected in patrology and the history of m i
expressed a similar view. : ) ion of -
xPThe history of mystical theology is the bgst‘ reff;tri:lzh s,
this assertion. The German mystics of the Qr ﬂet (r)xce of Neo-
in 'so far as they do not fall under the “f‘ ée tel, Bernard
Platonism, the Benedictine mystics, John 0 h - st’ics of the
of Wagung, and others, especially the Spanish my

; les -
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and St Fr_an::il;nf?fo?ast' S
_in his Theotimus—all came under the mspxrz;em day, T
Thomas. From the mystical literature of t‘};e pSr irituelle by e
need only refer to the works in the La Vie Sp ’ :

‘the -
Father Garrigou-Lagrange, from whose pen have come the -

comprehensive works: Perfection chretzenn:ize elta %Orﬂmtznzn A
- tion selon S. Thomas dAquin et S. Jean de g L1ow, 8

i




S ' saint toward

~ Cross. His life s rich in e

- 32 ;a'The Interior Lifé.of .$t Thomas Aquinas ‘ ;
e -Traité de théologie dscétiquéet‘ ﬁysﬁqhe, Les trois dges de
< la vie intérieure prélude de celle du ciel. 2t o
Father Gardeil, O.P., one of the most versatile and pro-

. found Thomisﬁs of our day, in a beautiful book on the gifts

o of the Holy Ghost in the Dominican saints,: designates as ‘
- “the characteristic intellectual gﬁg_of&ﬂomas not the gift_
s ofvunder_s_tg_gdi_r_lg, as one would expect, but rather the gift of
wisdom. He bases this choice upon the attracti(:in ,(;{-' 'the ,

, a contemplation of divl'_n_fz_t,l:uLhLSL_thg
. rpﬁfﬁgﬂﬁga_mep}biﬁi@gMmys,teﬁes‘of.ﬁhi Not -
*/- only in doctrine, but also in life, Thomas was a contemplative. -

\ e was, as Lavaud writes in his description of St. Thomas

~ sanctity,”® 5 contemplative soul similar to a St. John of the
Xperiences which belong to the

2+ highest form of mysticism. - o e
~ o+ William of Tocco, relying upon the testimony of Reginald
- of Piperno, who in tum was allowed to see all the secrets of

- this beautiful and holy soul

r

all that T have written appea
straw compared to what I haye

seen. 1 hope that God will

- soon prepare an end to my life and teachings -
. We can thus consider wisdom, in the threefo]
. 'metaphysics, of theology, and of m

ense of
ystical_contemplation, a5

e mas;’(q,ipte;llggt};a_lk‘l_ife‘ In him
e ~ these three‘kkinds of wisdom in all their individuality

we meet

and differ- -

- Wisdom

, A \ o T
always in full harmony. We agree with Lavau |
:;ctz;ntzi that );vhoever would fully under'smnd theleﬂ ml;!t;il .
harmony of these three forms of wisdom in the so (;) th;
Thomas would penetrate and understand the innermost dept
of his whole interior life.?* Thomas began his literary ag;::z
in a most promising way with the work I?e Ente t}ft pssen
tia, an ingenious ground plan of metaphysics. At lz . gin
of his scientific labors, he wrote his Summ Theologica .
which he combines metaphysics, speculative threology,slfmt
mystical intuition. On his deathbed in the cloister ccze zf e
Fossanuova, he expounded to the monks the Canticle.

. Canticles, the song of loving mystical contemplation.

» ities of
- Fr. Lacordaire, O.P.,*® notes as one of the first qual

a theologian the ability to discriminate in applying the human,

natura] element to the religious sphere, and obs-erves tgat g;‘ | '
Thomas had this qualification in a very eminent degree.

Thomas created a philosophy in whose veins flowed the :l)lot;)ld BE
of Aristotle, purified, however, by his own blood and the . ‘

blood of earlier Christian thinkers. With this ability for differ-

entiating when using the human or finite el.er.nent, St: ThomHa: e -
united a life deeply immersed in thfe divine elemc;,nt.f o G
possessed a penetrating insight, S}’mlf‘)llzed by t'he ea%{ €o e
John, into the contemplation of divine mysteries; a keenness = .

of vision that is so difficult to define, yet recognizable if one, dar

after his own reflection on some truth of Christlan.lt){, ques- v
tions someone else whose ear has perceived the voice of the

Infinite and has plunged more deeply into thls .aby:ss f’f Gods +
‘mysteries. In this respect, a great theologian is similar to a

great artist. The one, like the other, beholds what the ordinary

er rowd cannot’
eye never sees;. both hear what the ear of the crowd cannot
, p)t;ssibly detect. Such is the power of a discoverer in the region’

of the infinite, the intellectual apPrehe,nSiQ‘nb °ka an mﬁmte :




E . truths, boldly soars to
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horiion; which constitutes and ble
a great theologian.

The lectures of St. Thomas
genius, who, with the

sses, according to Lacordaire,

greatest certainty of possessing divine

of truth looms before the amazed and enraptured intellect.
- If one has studied a problem from the works of famous men,
so Lacordaire continues, and then returns to Thomas, he feels
- that in him and with him with one flight he has traversed a
_ broader expanse of truth. The great French orator also ex-

tols this solidity of order in which Thomas, subordinating

él‘i@lilhﬁﬁﬂma&lb.ﬁ&di&igg_ joins the natural with the

‘§,l,4p,ernatural.m:[fhus“a.,wonde’rfﬁl,unitymaﬁs% which never
- contradicts_itself in_this_tremendous scientific work. In St:
Thomas’ style, Lacordair

e sees the true appearance of the
ence and wisdom. This is a style

, to be seen in all its profundity, as
. @ man sees the fish on the bottom of a placid sea, or sees
the stars shine through ac

. transparent, at once withou
~and fascinating the intellect.

t fancy and emotion, delighting

permit us to recognize such a

the heights, where an endless panorama -

lear sky. It is a style peaceful and

| Chapter I

CHARITY

3

k | i / ’ char- ;
THE second feature in our portrait of the soul and ‘

. e acts of the ‘
acter of St. Thomas, which unfolds ltselff E::rlltth glowing love -
 canonization process, is charity —a Inost 1€ 2 :

of God and neighbor. o LT coward | :
Charity molded his whole life, dlrﬁ!iﬁd—an—b-‘smrks‘m-g

. i expression
a divine service of God, finding its most touching exp:

. ic particular
in his life of prayer. We have already noticed this parti '

i isdom, the mystical =~ .
aspect in our discussion of the g};r't of wisdom, ysHeR
characteristic of his-intellectual h e. ocees iow Fecelve -

The testimonies of the canonization I:h S itings of he -
additional light and confirmation from

" saint. His questions on_charity, on the Christian ideal of e
nt. His qu

2 Secundae? -
perfection, on the religious state in the Se;“"ﬁgl - imate
. de charitate, the pro.ou y 1n ! ;
the quaestio disputata B cripture, especially
passages in his commentaries on Sacred Scripture,

1 g
on St. John’s Gospel and the Pauline epistles, all offer us

= C 01029 OE c}laIIEY- O ty blimlty S {

: te o
these texts.* Beams of light and love simultaheoutslllztel;lzlf;a“a i
] : ive the impression that or S
' Pdrglog:;e ixf afﬁ%:: I?:adrt g&:': divine fire of love brﬂlvl?nt,ly”:-ﬁ?

glows can so write about this divine charity. =

Aristotelian intellectualism has aoared to ltshh';i)g:rt;a;?this i
Thomas’ treatment of divine charity. Thkro’ug SO




.+ realization., More than an
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= ‘philosophy finds an - inde

; explaining the ultimate an,
", ophy, and the origin an

d development of the supernatural
~ .. order, which rests on the

inner trinitarian life of God. ;
v . For this life on earth, St. Thomas proposes the principle
. that the love of God is better a
o knoWledge of God, an
‘that we can Tove God
. mystics, for example,
. taken over this beautifyl and encouraging thought.
. While Aristotle views the “Gewpla =35
" tion of truth” as the end and completion o
1s charity,

dpfelas — contemp]a-

the supernatural virtue of love

end and ideal of the Christian k‘

- life consists'in charity, in love, the perfection of this life
- consists, according to St. Th

omas, in the perfection of charity,
. ~in the love of God and nei , ; S e

ghbor.
There is a perfection of love

?

pendent, evident, and purposeful
y other system, it offers means of
d more intricate questions of philos- -

uable than the
d teaches us the comforting doctrine ‘
more than we can know Him.? The

.Blessed John Castel, have gratefully -

f this earthly sojourn,

of God which Bgloﬁgs to God e

Charity -

Miant. olowing, and ,
and life are an eternal, ineffa.bly br.l lhant;tg};v:;l érgnbrace ;
blessed ecstasy of love in this vision, enjoyment, L

* ';'h}fislzgzlft:zrn;:;ze fgr(:‘?.in Deum, this p?rfelctions :f: t};‘l’f)’, g
in which the affection, in so far as it is able,1 is abvgszuse of the -
directed toward God, is not possible here below of our earthly
union:of body and soul, because of the POV; rtthye erfection of
existence. Yet, wherever Thomas speaks o PeL

ken_loving dedication of the heart and

£ i ]y intimate acts . ./
continuously :
the whole_man to_God, these

x re him as the
renewing our dependence upon .GOd hovgafgio this life. =~ .
-ideal toward which we are to strive even g

i in hi in the degree -~
Thomas sought to realize this ideal in himself, in the deg

possible on this earth, ] removed from the things ~

: jzation
of this world, according to the testimonies of .th; ;::r'};‘);:;blogia ik
Process. Vincent Contenson, O.P.,° writes mD cor ot Snly;"{'
fnentis et cordis, that Thomas is the Ar}gehc 1 I(;:cause prE
because of his angelic purity and chastity al} ot Datake
keen intellect which pierced the quths 0 s i’;;hjxéavéﬁ g
: Valdlézgg:l,x;snlllii};ngreln:igué‘t. 1;'hom};s distinguishes between -

, n
a perfection of love which is obligatory and nes?szar)';:gt'r:é;
‘and a perfection of love which surpassit'?; ';h:oz;s‘;;)':ﬁ’ peie

constituting the object of the e.Vané’,e‘l ol

. ife to the service -
‘ i 3 one’s whole life t
" to one’s final end, in subjecting

i ich ay from
of God, and in avoiding mortal sin which turns us away Ir
]

" God as from our final supernatural end. The second and more.

ennobled form of the perfection of love Whi.ch we can_’i’zrattam;

. st e _strivin
- upon this earth ists in

~ i icing the ‘most:
. : - . 1n~PraCt1Clﬂg o
the heavenl ction of cha s




- It let him see and a

1 ; =~ The life of St.

14 . €« » ({13 »

: el adherence to God

3 PIRC Y 3 th

i d;du.:ation through pizgff
; -+ of his mind and heart to God

38"}

. Th : N - I 3 5 k . ' »
e Intgr;or Life of St. Thomas qum'nas

ferven ’

of thet"sifltluax};i?}?d wg_cgma_tkumd_ﬂcm '

, W ‘This perfection is manifest in the
' into action, in thw]ty’ the fiety zeal of love pressin forward
which St. 'i"}mm e fervor charitatis. Such a fervor (i: cha iy, :
his whole bein 215 fitrfsses so much in his writings erme;te):i’

- solely for the gglgo 0 flfe’ Pfirmitting him to labor ’sgn ly and
self until the Very of God in a holy, humble for etfufny £
7 t(t::'n slilflnpfion of all his bodgi;ly stre(ralsgtg

. il(l)ln E: tLdeal of his Order (contemplata
of the contemplative and active life.

Thoma
. S :
God, -manifesting itself in Kiﬁr at :ilndlsturbed clinging to .
ent deeds, “a i <
, “an adhering to

God through ity”
ugh charity” —as if he preferred the use of the
. ® 1 d expression of
tixﬁs }1nd1v1ded and Li{rl:hampered
arity, was a deep and heartfelt

and stu
dy to an unbroken service

‘aliis tradere) in the

this . fervor charitatis, of

"The so‘_ll Wﬂl b

the actual e.thff more inflamed ‘ RN
ctuality and vitality of this loje ‘%lt};oi?n?g thtlsl IoYe,
relati ta . nately in-
 able with fh o those i tgpegs- sl from al early
gelical counsels eh e. Now COmé’E;;%QQdJ_Qoncﬂ-
from attachm » Whose observance releases thp ay the evan-
give iself om0 material things, permi he soul of man
" manner. Th p to God in a wholly £ itting the soul to
ey fill us with a h y free and unhindered

. 'ﬁ
.

have, to fulfill ;
S5, Ihil in all things th
well as letting its Pulﬁllmeit ta]ecer;(;i h?ly will of God as

All the counsels, by it 2o e in us: L

: - to withdra | k |
V w thf; heart of man from tb?]ﬂ?i ;‘; g;;fection, tend
L \ poral affairs,

at we are and

- so that the mind can more freely turn to God in contern®
plating, loving, and fulfilling His will® e

erty severs us from attachment to ear
etual chastity and virgimty
a clean heart and pure love,
a.nd devote ourselves totally to
tian, forsaking self, offers his will to
.These evangelical counsels form
gious state. In his Summa Theologica (1
’ We.ll'as in his three other works written in
re:!lglous ideal, especially in the excellent
Vlm.spiritmlis, Thomas, in a very pro
exposition, has most beautifully and striking!
: eVP:r.has been scientifically written
religious state. Only he who has graspe
depth and extension, who has taken up
consequences, who has embraced it with the sum-
of his own heart, can so write about the religi
The acts of the canonization process dep
a hqu, perfect religious. They tell us about hi
t? live until the end of his life in the quiet o
» Sl.mply and solely for his God, sa
gious calling. With tears h
cancel his nomination: as
. earnest request of his prziyer was to rem:
to the very end of hi
fulfilled. ‘The great theologians  of
ecclesiastical dignities: hi
bishop; his friend, Anniba
his colleague as professor at the
: Tarentaise; became cardinal and later pope-
in nobility, Adenulf of Anagni, the nephew o

God with » =~
thus freed, to cling e

God. In obedience, th
God in sacrifice.
the essence of the reli- ) e
1-11, 185-189), as
defense of the - .
work, De Perfectione . -
found and yet clear - v ]
yexpressed’yvhat— SR
e nature of the

d this state in all its :

on himself all its- S

enable us to serve

ict Thomas as
s ardent desire
f the cloister
and the teli- e
ted Pope Clement IVt .
es. Another =~
ain a simple religious
was heard —his wish -~ =~
Order tose to high - 7
Albert the Great, became
1d de Annibaldis, became cardinal;
University of i

cred science,

Archbishop of Napl

s life. His prayer

Also his fnend
f Gregory IX, s

PR




: These thoughts we "
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a professor af Paris,
to the bishopric of
of St. Victor. Thom

Friar Preacher at Fossanuova, '

- Here I cannot discyss i
ise_explained the

of whom we know too little, was elected
Paris upon his entrance into the cloister
as, the greatest of them all, died a simple

n greafef detail how Thomas like:

tfection of Christian love of neighbor, -

and how he clearly distinguished _betwee
- virtue whiCLJs&bliga_gorxf

- of the counsels. The h

, ngertaxn_glfi:llmitggsgsz,tbai,thew,contemplaglygml;

ife, which he.
- considers to be intrinsically o

=1y _Of greater value than_the active
Iifehbcimerruptqd, and even a

-and even abandoned in_order_to_devote

petior to_activity, so -
for God, who, at the ;

cxpense of his much loved _contem lation, Jabors_for_his
- -neighbor’s salvation because of God, %Txerefore, to labor for -
. the salvation g our neighbor, even at the expense of contempla- -
~ ton, for the love of God and neighbor, appears to be 3 higher
-~ perfection of charity than if he would cling so dearly to the
~ Sweetness of contemplation as 1o be

totally unwilling to
sacrifice it even for the salvation of others. ST

Eckhart and Tauler.® -

n_the practice of
ry_tor all and that which is the objetzit
: eights to which St. Thomas elevate

- love of neighbor s manimgwg@qnishe&ﬂggder

s, St. Thomas resolutely held e o
y understood and consequently lived |

. . " ; f . ‘ l‘ M V B ) l .
: Charity .~ ‘ 4

1
oot supernatura
activity, unity, worth, and direction to the whole sup

- Christian life of virtue. For the higher degrees of striving

i God,
after perfection, purified of earthly affairs and devoted to _

i i > only one living and
described, in a way only ng and
f:ekg;];o?fizrh;:rfe:;%; can, this elg}@g.gg Ang thgl (;nﬁicé:lc;r; :
‘ dfe@,@lﬂlﬁiﬁgﬂﬁe_mmngh_chag, an gifts

the Holy Ghost connected with charity. He has described

N | - PR ivi rfection, .
—that charity is the form of the virtues ng pe ?

L

e d P
noble souls, who constantly seek through humility an

: i imperfections
penance to purge themselves from all stains and impe

which oppose in any way the ideal of purity and sanctity| .

pond t
seen in God; souls who joyfully and generously respond to

the inspiration of the Holy Spirit even when these summon| .

i art of man
the most severe and painful resolution on the p

i es itself
to act and to suffer. Love of God and neighbor ex%r.essOSitions o
in_these heroic souls in the holiest and no}l)le.st 1sp‘eXteﬁo; iy
P in_an e
in_ardent and fervent int : : e
activity compatible with an_ordinary way of life

i able + i
In one passage St. Thomas has shown, with remarkable -

life.-

inal virtues are
conciseness, clarity, and beauty, how the cardin

completely imbued with and enlivened by (;:}:a;itys :Sf ili:f i
form in a purified soul living only for God.* In so

the cardinal virtues order the natural and social life of man "

“social” virtues. -
lacquired moral virtues], they are called socmll V::; s
In cs{ofar as the cardinal virtues orientate themse res o the,
ideal of divine sanctity, supernaturallykknowx.l a.\nd Z‘;‘feeéﬁon;
are concerned with the higher ways of Christian p

lifted above everything natural and material [infused moral.

. 2 . : : rﬂy
I ' “perfecting” virtues a.nd partly.
| Xl;cffijt" ! az:;ec';::ff:;dg [irl:fused moral virtues imperated -

by charity] completely purify the soul and dispose it for the

" wi . while latter [infused
 contemplative :.“?,i?n wzth God, whlle" thé | ?’1 oy :
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moral virtues in their specific act] are virtues of life making
possible imitation of and union with God here and in heaven.
- As perfecting virtues, prudence despises all earthly things
for_the contemplation of the things of God, and directs

the whole intelleétual ‘vision unswervingly to the divine.

Temperance frees one, in so far as nature permits, of all

corporeal comfort and pleasure. Fortitude gives the soul the
Courage and strength wholeheartedly to undertake the trials
and sacrifices of this complete detachment from earthly and
corporeal things, and to apply itself without stint to super-
- namraLaniheavenly,jhjggg. Justice makes the soul agree to
this holy resolution to lead such a life. In such few short
strokes, the saint has pictured the cardinal virtues in their
Christian, supernatural elevation, in their proper place within
the framework of Christian perfection.

- These virtues receive an even more sublime meaning as

perfect virtues, virtues completely detached from the world,
which unite and make us similar to God. Prudence considers
now only the divine; temperance recognizes no sensual desires;
.fort%tude no longer feels the vehemence of the passions;
Justice, in imitation of the Divine Mind, is united in an
everlasting bond with the spirit of God. The Blessed in
- heaven and a few very pexfect soyls 1

possess_the cardinal virtues in their_perfection. In such a

a1

| descriEtion of the twofold aspect of the cardinal virtues, which
 are animated by charity, Thomas has sketched, without ever -
intending it, a portrait of his own pure and holy inner life

* in which charity is truly the form, the entelechy of the yirtues.

At another place where he treats of the conjectural knowl-
edge regarding our state of grace, he proposes as a criterion

that anybody is in the state of grace and charity in quantum -

~ percipit se delectari in Deo et contemnere ‘res mundanps.1®

, Christian life_of virtue and for_seeking_afts

Charity S
‘ i&hmimﬁu_de_sg@@ﬁ%a =
i nat- -
hejsin the s if be, according.
to the testimony of his conscience, fl_rl_tis_lli,s.llgﬂmﬂ_,_sfll‘;hc—gd ‘
and ‘pays_little;attentien;m.the-things.of_ihls,—wf)ﬂd‘ In ¢ ;s-e
simple words, St. Thomas has revealed the b.asm state of his
own inner life. In God alone he found his joy, sausfacuon,'"
and the fulfillment of all his desires al'}d quests. Inuc(;lm_t -
parison to this happiness of lovingly clingu'lg to God, a dt -a-
is temporal and perishable appeared to him empty an }1ln :
sufficient to completely satisfy the human person, who,
according to knowledge and love, is made for the infinite.

For St. Thomas, gp@'m,_;@.iey_(g““d"“m spirituale) is an -

/

effect of charity, which is prior to all the other effects which

flow from this love.** The fervor charitatis, the lively devouor(;
of love toward God, busying itself in the most frequent an

fervent deeds, is the principal source of the most pure super-
natural beatitude of soul. Devotion, the consecration of the

heart and mind to God in the practices of piety, in which the‘, e

fervor charitatis expresses itself most ardent}y, has sPirriIt-l}lﬁl |
happiness - (laetitia spiritualis) as its special effect. This

happiness issues from a devout meditation on and contempla-- -

tion of the divine goodness, although thoughts on the sui’ff:rilrlllg
of Christ and on our own sins and sinfulness fill us simul- -

taneously with a holy sorrow.’* The tears which'. are shéd 11“ N ot
true prayer to God do not flow merely from grixef, but also |- ok
from a certain tenderness of heart. Such is especla“?’ th? s
when one contemplates a religious subject in which ](’ths
mingled with sorrow.** Here the saint can speak. from his =~ -

own experience since both the testimony of his canonization -
ProcrESsXP:nd ‘the bull of canonization tell us that hci ;‘Shed,
abundant tears during his, pmyem. i P
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The fervor of charity and spiritual delight are intimately -
connected in the Most Holy Eucharist, in Holy Communion.

\ Holy Communion, especially if received without the impedi-

- ments of deliberate. venial sin, distraction, and an inordinate
earthly attachment, causes not only a strengthening and
increase of habitual love, but also an enkindling to ardent
acts of love, to a fervor charitatis. This excitatio caritatis ad

actum, this i igﬂmgm\divine acts of love, is the source of
spiritual joy, of spiritual delight which overflows into the
~soul f@gg’_gchdgmL communions. St. ‘Thomas speaks of
an effect of Holy Communion which he calls a quaedam
actualis refectio spiritualis dulcedinis, a refreshing of the soul
with spiritual Sweetness,  consummating itself in holy and
ardent acts of love.* The following words of St. Thomas, in
~which he describes this effect of the Holy Eucharist, are of
stirring beauty and depth: . - B .

... The love of God is never idle, for where&er it is, Pit does
~+ great works, Consequently through this sacrament, as far as
it lies in its power, it not only bestows the habit of grace and
. virtue, but' also arouses us to act, according to 2 Cor. 5, 14:
- The charity of Christ presseth us.” Hence it is that the sodl
is spiritually nourished throucglh the power of this sacrament,
in so far as it is spiritually Ella dened, and as it were inebriated
~with t‘l'lEea sw(e)e;x;ess dosf the divine Goodness, according to Cant. -
beloved s 2nd drnk, and be inebriated, my dea v
_Only a soul can so write who has experienced in Holy -
: - Communion the actual fervor of devotion,™® the fire of love
- perfecting itself in ardent acts of piety and devotion, who
. has tasted from his own experience the blessedness and ‘in-

g from union with Jesus in Holy

of mind and feeling is expressed in

38

it in the Third Part of his Summa Theologica, near the close .

-~ union. In his expositions, both profound and clear, on tran-

_ ings of the Fathers on the Most Holy Eucharist, and devel-

- own innermost . experience, \on‘ﬂlt;fmaf ‘;’ch‘ari'tatzs— of the

Charity + - : 45 B

the hymn Adoro te devote, in which the Saint implores
and prays: . L o ,
Lo Panis vivus, vitam praestans homini,
Praesta meae menti de te vivere
Et te illi semper dulce sapere.
PR * R

0 liVing Bread, to mortals life supplying!

Make Thou my soul henceforth on Thee to live;

Ever a taste of heavenly sweetness give. - o

The office of Corpus Christi, which St. Thon.ias' wrote f‘t, o
the request of Pope Urban 1V, breathes a very sxmllaf spirit,
and thus his name has always been connected w1t.h th.e MRk
liturgy of the Eucharist* John of Colonna, OP., in his . 5
beautiful and profound poetry, says concerning this office: ey
“This blessed and holy Doctor composed the office of Corpus T
Christi, which is recited and chanted more devoufly’ than -0
any other in the church.”® For Thomas, rays of Christ’s love o]
for us and our love for Him are focused in-the Most‘Holy L
Eucharist. “The Eucharist is the sacrament which expresses S
Christ’s love and causes our love™*® e e
The doctrine of Thomas on the Eucharist, as he portrayed -

of his life, blends the three forms of wisdom into a harmonious.

substantiation, on the manner of Christ’s presence in the -
Eucharist, and on the Eucharistic accidents, St. Thomas shovys;
himself- the master metaphysician even within the domain
of theology. By harmoniously uniting the writings and teach

oping profound reasons of fitness, the Master of Dogma
comes to the fore. In the idea, which he derived. from his
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Eus:harist, on the supernatural refreshment flowing from this
active and inner lave, and on the joy_of soul resting upon
“ﬁiﬂ@ﬂﬂmﬁ&ﬂsﬂy«Commgg@_g, the mystical element

- makes its appearance in this triad of wisdom.
The interior life of St. Thomas manifests an undeniable

attraction to the Holy Eucharist, without which consideration

we cannot understand the inner depths of his soul. It is
gsl?ecial]y here that the basic priestly character of his whole
being expresses itself. In the testimonies of his canonization
process, we have heard again and again the burning devotion
with which the sajnt. celebrated the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass in the early hours of the morning, after which he
attended a second Mass in thanksgiving. We do not know
when or where St. Thomas was ordained a priest. History,
hovyever, has preserved for us the fervor and devotion wi

which he celebrated this most sublime function of the priestly
office and with which he made his thanksgiving after the
Holy Sacrifice. The daily celebration of the Mass presented
a strong incentive for striving after interior purity and
- perfection. He insisted upon - the obligation of priests to

strive after an eminent degree of moral purity and sanctity
because of the celebration

the words:

Since one is appointed to the most augus mini
) one i > t ministry of serv-
ing Christ Himself in the sacrament of thg:altar thrt;zgh H(::]ﬁ'

Orders, a greater inward hol; i i i
- is needed for the religious sta:le‘fios ls;tequlred th;n th,at Whl

- Art has also strikingly portrayed St. Thomas' intimate °

connection with the theology, liturgy, and mysticism of th
Holy Eu.charist. The monument of the saint Zt Tzlr:l’ozse irf
: Sf. Sernin, which was destroyed during the French Revolu-
~ tion, acclaimed him as the Doctor Eucharisticus. Over the

~ Ina painting by P: P. Rubens, which now is in the del Prado .

Qf the Eucharistic banquet in

* Pamassus,” he represents the

.C'harity , 47
tomb is enthroned a beautiful picture of the‘saint..He holcclls
the Holy Eucharist in one hand; in the other, a flaming sword.
Underneath, there is the verse: o : :

Ex Evangelii solio cherubinus Aquinas
Vitalem ignito protegit ense cibum. o
* * ¥ .

From the throne of the Gospél, Thomas, the Chemb; -
Protects the living bread with a fiery sword. : '

The dominant theme of this Paiﬁting is Thomas, thg Cheru- :
bim of the Eucharistic mystery. - - ‘ '

“In S. Maria Novella at Florence, Orcagna’s pe}intmg reg; i
resents St. Thomas at the altar celebrating Mass in ecstasy. .

Museum at Madrid, St. Thomas extols the Holy Eucharist s
with a forceful gesture in the midst of the‘Fathers of the i
Church* A procession moves before the artist. Gregory tl'le
Great, Augustine, and Ambrose proceed in thevfront, while - E
Jerome and Bonaventure follow. St. Thomas, his countenance ...
810Wing, is placed in the middle of thf: painting asc1 t}}:.e e
principal figure. He holds a book in his ng}'lt hand, an lz e
left hand is raised enthusiastically proclaiming the praise o b
the Eucharist. At his left a nun holds with both her hands
a monstrance containing the Blessed Sacrament. Wlthout a
‘doubt this nun is Juliana of Liittich, who stimulate.d .thg ﬁrst
move for the institution of the Feast of Corpus Christi. - ==

~In poetry, Calderon, above all, has acclaimed St.. Thomas

as_the theologian and txoubadoggw_o,f;theuBlessedelacra‘x‘tIl,_eIznit;
..... ‘s most beautiful Autos. sacramentales, ~Holy
R T RO Church as lofty Parnassus, the
where the faithful unite in

aristic Lord, the true divine

holy mountain of true poetry,
_songs of praise around glye ﬁuch




48 " The Interior Life of St. Thomas Aquinas

- Apollo. The Sibylls, types. of heavenly poetry, summon the
doctors of the Church, Jerome, Ambrose, Augustine, Gregory,
and Thomas Aquinas to a lyrical contest in praise of the
Blessed Sacrament. In this poetic competition Thomas recites
‘his Pange Lingua. For this he receives, as a reward of
_ victory, the sun upon his breast, the radiant emblem of
_ enlightened wisdom and ardent Iove of God. :
~ I'am concluding these thoughts on charity, the second basic
trait in the portrait of St. Thomas® soul and character, with
the striking words of the Dominican, A. Touron, who has

- _written the most beautiful biography of our saint up to the
©~ 'present time: ‘

" His words, perfectly conformed to his actions, make known

- the purity of his soul and the extent of his charity. We reach
this conclusion by reading his works, principally those in which

- he treats of matters concerning the inner life: the perfection
-, of the spiritual life, the gifts of the Holy Ghost, the various
egrees of the moral virtues with the different ways of practic-

+ ing them, the excellence and the fruits of contemplation, the
eminence of charity, and all that occurs most intimately in the

- holy communication of a saintly soul with God, its Father,
~Friend, and Spouse. In these wonderful treatises, the saint

(e f{‘)p&rs to depict himself, and to paint with true-to-life strokes |

‘ s-of his inner life. . . . His oldest biographer,
. William of Tocco, has remarked that he did not dare to preach
" what he himself had not first practiced. We should never doubt
“ that he had also experienced in the delights of prayer and in
the hcl}y)Y exercise of the Christian virtues all that he had taught
us in his writings. His doctrine, always pure, modest, and

characterized by all those

- . attributes.to wisdom comi
- that his heart participa

. came from his pen to lead us to a knowledge of God and self.

~In his works of piety St. Thomas speaks of the great mystery

- of the love which God has shown for us, eithes by uniting

Charityv

S ! LT i fo clothe
. Himself to our nature to free us from our sins and

us with His justice, or by giving Himself enm;ll)lr t(tJi ;1ns tl\o] e
our food, our consolation, and the token of our thva esuit i
we clearly understand that they are not onlx er o,
lofty and fruitful intellect shedding light for our in: 7

but also the holy effusi soul erfecﬂL@itﬁi—t—Q——Gidl

permitting _some sparks of love with which it is i:ﬁﬁamsg o
shine forth, We feel that his every word is the qveh (::'VEvery
heart which, in turn, imparts light and unction to them.

stroke of his pen, as well as every action of his life, proceeds .

i the
from the principle that made him write or act, and from

; i ings— 1 refer to that *

' 1 which h ed for himself in all things ; T
g?lievi’oxlle ofe(l})(r;c)lpsvshich animated his hear’t‘ and d}llre(cl:tfg l}i::: e
hand, as well as the ardent ‘desire which he always had tc L

t23~ R M
. L A

only according to the spirit of Jesus Chris




| jenVed. ICLdl.IImg’ .-h].S%l\ eaIS_Of (:h;l(“)!!()(l ()l.l ’t}le holy heights
’ . : | o » | ' W, one Ie 1 TEr tohea o
| Cll i 1 l l ‘ e 0{ Monte (:aSSin()’ h f I h nea ven
o ap er h ; ’ 1 ere els muc.

i d
Such contemporary Dominicans as Mandonnet, 1;6:}1:2% ::e_
Gigon® maintain that St. Thomas was an oblated? t. Had his
dictine Order, and wore the habit of 'St. Bene ict. 1235 NOT
, father not removed him from th(; clolsfter (n;ta“:hreatening .
~ : i ro e
PEAC L ‘ - 1236, but perhaps first in 1237) in Iea , ctine’ ..
E : war, he evSntually would have belonged to the Benédlc n e
Order. i b
We can perceive a Benedictine trait In ) . .
even thougi he belonged to the Dominican Otrder: Providence

R t L o dedicate his ]
C THE third feature of the soul and character of St. Thomas had determined that in Naples Tho_m_as Wlfc‘id:lhateh;vvould S
- is_peace—quiet, balance, harmony of soul —which flows whole life to the Order of St. Dominic, and. ' E

T . . . . ite the objections and. "
naturally from wisdom and charity. remain steadfast in his vocation despit ]

T et T

s life and writings,

X dand was . . .
.. This peace gleams before us pure and tender as a reflection obstacles raised by his family. Ijiﬁ_kf@?llyl’_u%dr?:;of_'& eOrder
" of the eternal peace of heaven, in which order and harmony - dggply_grlk@dkihy.l}w 2 tix lsleading role inthe .-~
of soul are brought about and strengthened by faith and of Truth, which soon would assullfllf’- t Euence. Nevertheless, *
reason, charity and the gifts of the Holy Ghost. Fra Angelico flowering of Scholasticism' through . 1511; drawn in a spirit of
da Fiesole, who because of his angelic purity and gentle, the Order of St. Benedict feels itse

. t"vs ]
appreciation toward the Angel of the Schools. (Such ‘senti-

. kind disposition was like Thomas, understood this peace so this time.) In Thomas, veritas

as to portray it in his pictures which he painted of the greatest

ments are again apparent at 7 the Bene- -
theologian ‘of his Order. : o : and pax, thg watchwords oE’the .Donnnl‘;axnsosz?atae sunt—
- BSQEE.ET% fruit, an effect of charity—love of God and dictines chime in haﬁmon),": , ‘Verftas et? e b
- neighbor. The b mggsel this charity be- Truth and peace embrace.” han, in his huge .
~ comes, the more gprofound and pure ch peace.! Ixtly the - ’ The Engﬁih Benedicun€3 R"B'dliui};agr;iﬁt and effects

- marvelous system of speculative theology, the beatitude which biography of St. Thomas, Pomtsﬁ(;ﬁt understood without th
. praises the peacemakers corresponds to the gift of wisdom: I~ - of St. Thomas can never be }f' the occidental .monks—
.. . "Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the mystical spirit of the Pa triarch ‘o d quiet, which the boy-
children of God.” : T a spirit of meekness, kmdness,l.aﬂf ];leneciiou IRAREIE S

. Peace, the motto of the Order of St Benedict, reveals a + " Thomas acquired in the metropo 1::)8 is dxe::tmﬁqm“*fy &s
SR pl'mWamm,mmm to " Pax est tranquillitas ordinis —pe

-

God alone. St. Thomas breathed d

A ealizad
m}@ﬁsfu}ly Song s
- 50

eeply of this peace of St. ing fromydrrde’r‘. ThlS ghoughf of S t Augus: 2




~as obscurity, uncertainty,
. lessness and disquietude

_and ‘bestowed upon
- 8race to a participation of this divine life. E

_ thenyy in thedhoiight of St. Thomas, = -
w;Thi‘s ba]ance,.m(!d

i St. Thomas, order, symmetry,

. exposition, in his ability to
- diverse opinions. Faith and reason,
- mature and grace, universalism and

synthesis, Augustinian spiritualism

“ these and other conceptual an

- distorted even within Scholasticis
- tontradictians, have found a.
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in the interior life of St. Thomas, An incomparable order and
harmony prevail primarily in his thought and outlook. Just
and confusion of ideas cause rest-
to overflow into the whole life. of
the soul, so, too, a clear, profound, and ordered knowledge

- of natural and supernatural truth with its principles and rela-
+ tions, in its multiplicity and unity, diffuses a pure, intellectual
~_peace into the soul seeking after truth. The Dominican, B. .

Allo, in a panegyric honoring St. Thomas, has characterized
the individuality of Thomas soul in the words: “La pa

' dans Ia véritd.”s

. 'The function of the wise man, as St. Thomas points out,

1s to order — to gain an ordered knowledge of truth, ruled and
guided by the highest principles and views. He must first
discover and establish the natural order in the realm of
logical thought, of real being, and of moral acts. Then he
must superimpose the supernatural order of the intimate life
of God in His revelation, brought about through Jesus Christ

rational creatures, who are elevated by
- Here I cannot pursue any further how, in the system of
peace, and temper of truth and
ty single detail: in his formal
grasp and harmonize the most
philosophy and theology, -
individualism, analysis and |
and Aristotelian realism —
tipodes, which have been

m into various extremes and

clarity are manifested in eve

. peaceful and harmonious sym- |

S
-

craio, and sty of g, s

!

*
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*
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i to his =
* gazing far beyond the scientific range of ideas proper to )

 unified and brilliant tapes

' : T -striking
sense of finality and order are evidenced 111} a ri?;chihg K
and beneficial manner in the social and po 1t1ci it of peace!
St. Thomas, which certainly breathes the spi

ce .-
thelr appearan o
rmony also make :
_J:Iw'he same agreement and ha as discemed the

in his use of sources.” With clear vision

pith oF Trath wmder the bark of error, and has indicated the = b

. s S,
historical growth of philosophical and theological question

s utilized the results

time. With grateful appreciation he ha the indirect

thought out in previous ages, readily recognizing

service afforded by false opinions for the discovery © N

When considering truth, we are aided by others in 3

, directly
fold manner: directly and indirectly. We are helped directly e

i hen -
by those who have found the truth, dflor,. as hits been said, w he
one has discovered the trut:;,t' a o:vrllertligge of trath. }Ve argx o

: ‘ terity a gr t oried:
Eecllue;?:;ir:zoctﬁro?n s:)y far as those who hav.e P:\e‘:gr‘:;su)l’us for
c:nziming truth thereby furnish to posterity .

' t dearly L
philosophizing, so that the truth m?Y Sta?d out more ot

SER

. . g
after diligent discussion.”

A high degree of scholarly and well-balanced impartiality =~ .}/

‘ ing of piety and 2 i:ritl(fls'mv_ i
and. Pr}‘dence, 111:2%;:;\2? :S“i“fccasignauy even cllnstgzgﬁl}:
Y"hlch is xe:aso&a rr;anner in which St. Thomas indivi dually:

u 'S}'mwn d ael ted- Aristotle and his Greek commen tiné:
utilized and ev “}?-loso hy, Neo-Platonic sourceS,,Augv.}xls foc
Arabian-Jewish Pf 1the ghu,rch; the works of ﬂxe early Sc Ioa
:ch ;lxllillili:)}:ii(t’her immediately pre::eiingr ;ﬁ;::féndﬁicg;

i e ex::;n:nes;ll‘l(llcileatrhnes s?ainI:PwQVe to%:athf:ri ;h;
and’ Soed © mar:ls f earlier elements of thought in as
varicolored threads o try in each and every question, 2

EAN

Lol

into a unit, he " o

R R
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of thought.

~ St Thomas’

~ manuscript research that the heated strife abo
.- which had been enkindled even

‘great scholastic and -which burst into flame after his death,;

S
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in epistemology and psychology, metaphysics and theodicy,
“ethics and mysticism, and the basis of sacramental theqlogyy
- the more he will recognize and appraise the masterful m.tel-
~ lectual work which Thomas has accomplished in completing
and harmoniously forming this vast structure of thought. Here
I cannot examine the way in which he used Aristotle 'fmd
Augustine, nor his synthesis of Aristotle and Augustine,
in - which Hamack sees the world-wide importance . of

- St. Thomas.® RN ' .
*~ St. Thomas’ use of sources is neither a compilation and
mechanical collection of various opinions and trends of

 thought, nor a weak eclecticism; rather it is his own penetra-

tion, formation, and furthering of the results of investigations

~ made at his time. Thomas assimilated and evaluated this

- vast amount of scientific tradition in the service of truth—

~ that truth which he had always before him: “The study of
. philosophy is not to know what men have thought, but what

\

the truth of things is in itself.”® The independent organ- -
izing and speculative genius of St. Thomas, which directed -

all' known truth into unison, was the entelechy, the form
assimilating, fashioning, and certifying extraneous elements

" The French scholéir, P. Duhelﬁ, otherwise $O knoted for his

historical scholastic research, especially in the field of natural

science, is far from the truth when he denies in large part

own proper = importance in philosophical
now see more clearly in the light of laborious
ut his doctrine,
during the lifetime of the

‘thought.* We

.+ began with the acceptance of the Christian Aristotelianism

55

. Peace

: ‘ N \ e Widést
of St. Thomas as an independent achievement of th mees
innovation.”? R. Seeberg writes:

. : ) 1odern
There is no question that Thomas was }tlh € ;;1 ofs::r I:s that .
of the theologians of his time, for he soug tt’le which filled
was possible, to apply the thoughts of Aristo de for this type
his theology. . . . ‘Thomas had a special aptitu the most com-
of work. How easily he knows how to condense

. . -He was
plicated trains of thought into neat and simple forms

. s keen and -
. i ession, for he wa
always able to coin the precise eXPIt for ’essentials, and had a_

ipped with a sure insigh o Brover .
cnl:i:r’eﬁ)(ﬁ I:]Ij)alectical ability. Consequently he Wzsifg::ul? c(?m' .
person to effect securely and tactfully thesveryh e otelian
bination of the teachings of the F:}thets :fnd tli:nism' ot
philosophy, to translate Augustine 1nto Ar}lls:toteof o, thors
borrow from Aristotle whatever the teaching il
did not directly oppose.*® :

v ‘ iscordantly ' o
Things new and progressive do not stan;ll oustu Sh ordanely
or Shockingly in St. Thomas’ works, and when

. eir SN ST
make mention of their
are advanced, never or seldom does he make

e
newness. His novel course follows, in large part,

f a soul who_u;,;g:,f
path, refraining from extremes. Maﬁe_p__,_.___t_h‘e -

d ulti
the tru 1
;:ﬂeteel:::;o'trsslf, ]::t i?\lxsed fhroughout the mtf’allectuali laytborsl

: : e er g ’t d
" %E?S:ﬂoﬁty of the Church, to which 'I'homaljS :vaact;edezo ea i
with a childlike love, did not present an O ;

- ther he =
- ; i c_endeavors. Ra oo
~hindrance to his progressive scientific_endeavors. radic

saw and Joved in the Church, in its doctrirsila:;hg;‘ ;y éertain‘
tion, liturgy, and practices, a God-'ngen‘as e oo into-the
‘ kno;v]ed e ;f truth. He pierced mcon.xpafatby do ’ atic and
inner nagture of the Chureh arid lumte':tls inio a }g:rmonious
. ical and juridical elemen e
mystical, the ethxcal an o
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gxgeglt: (t)}{ed;.e;t(}i};um‘h-“ "The Church has, as he relates, the
tions.* He malk ul in mmc.l in all its decisions and instruc-
of the Churcha e}f known %‘15 great esteem for the authority
" which should b‘: en he writes: “The practice of the Church,
greatest authori O,PS,erVed,always and in all instances, has the
* its authority f:::ty.th Even the q‘octrine of the Fathers receives
“to the practi m the Church: “Therefore it is better to adhere
! practice of the Church rather than to the authority of

~ an Augustine, a
= gustine, a Jerome, or of any other doctor.” .

-, prim:cShszvihth; hlghest.esteem and reverence toward the
‘ y ot the Pope. This primacy he derived dogmatically

.+ from the Pauline idea of Christ, the Head of the Church, -

- and from the nature and end of the Church. (Thomas was

* . personally acquainted with the popes of his time, namely

; Wits}; ‘U'lf]l;an‘ 1V, Clement IV, and Gregory X.) f
ot. Thomas is filled with the greatest piety' toward the

- Fath
-~ rioz;t ;ﬁs:fbt:; (i'hurch. Even where he believes another opin- .
- eld, he chooses a form and manner in which

" there is i
" he 'writei O“}Sn;tceofth l?lame ‘or_reproach. Thus in one place
e L is opinion was held
?i?)znilz Bafﬂ, Gregory Nazianzus, and certairlx) )(,)t}%:': titds(;lc(:?:;i’
rejected as’ erroneous.”’ Cardinal C'ajetan’ likewise

=+ mentioned this reve
rent, - conciliato i i
. toward the Fathers: “Since the authoglagmmde e

e O1n the gr -
tion for them, he was endowed, in a cert: e

* the intelleéctual acumen of them all”* .

- < The impressive portrait of Fr. Zurbaran, the épothéosis of

S 2 'I'l -
t4 y

- a certain’ sense, an - artistic e

e ificent painting. He is enlighter -

. . i E - » g tenea b ‘ iri i
- vyho ’h’o‘verré over }nm in the form of a dovZ. tIlrlxehfl::()llt)zrftSlI:;;l:i’

pper - portion of - this -

ertain manner, with
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he holds an opened book; the uplifted right hand b
a quill—he is prepared to write. The four great Doctors of
the Western Church, Augustine, Gregory,
Jetome, sit at his left and right with their books

They are busily engaged in conversation. -

Ambrose, and © |
before them.. -

Thus the peaceful spirit of order, harmony, and balance o

is diffused throughout the writings of St. Thomas. This sense . R

for mediating and harmonizing, this rhythm, if 1 dare say so,

of truth and clarity appears in his weighty treatment- of ' s

d peace will

problems as well as in his use of sources. Joy an

overflow into the soul of him who has been imptegnatediand =

quickened, through years of study, by this’ harmony and el

proportion of the Thomistic structure. A joy and peace will o
feeling which en- - o
thedrals with -«

come to him, similar to that reverential
raptures us when we behold the towering ca
which the Summa Theologica of St. Thomas is frequently - -
compared because of its architectonic form2 L
This same balance, prudent and moderate method, peace:
em manifest themselves most - .

and clarity of the Thomistic syst
effectively in his exposition of Christian morals, ascetics, and
mysticism in the Second Part, an exposition extolled by his
admiring contemporaries. Charity, according to the words of -
St. Bemnard, modus diligendi Deum est sine modo diligere
(knowing neither bounds nor limits), confers, as the form
of the virtues, measure and agreement to all the moral virtues.
It tends to behold lovingly in God the harmony and unison .
of the divine perfections, and to “interior’
and exterior life in accordance wi
informed by charity, order and quiet the inner movements
and passions of the soul, so that the soul, undisturbed and
undivided, can adhere to God in a life of a more ardent and
 increasing love. Even the desire for knowledge, which cu

i

ods
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riosity, a vice thwarting higher achievements, can Pe“’fft’

. must be ordered and moderated by the virtue of stud1ou§neSS~

" " 'The arrangement and mutual order of all the .vn'tuesa;

. treated in Thomistic morals show a great deal of v&flsdon_i an
everyday experience. The asceticism and mysticism of St
Thomas vividly show the way in which the life of grac;
assimilates the principles of the human life of the soul an

~gently elevates the whole sensitive and intellectual man to

. the supemnatural, divine life.®* Fr. Raymond Mart%n, OP,
~ remarks that he has never found the mystical doctrine more

human]y and at the same time more divinely presented than -

in the teaching of St. Thomas on the spiritual life.”

- St. Thomas was able to present such an effective teaching
on the virtues —a doc

ruled and sustained by the one important consideration of
love, over which Rovers an ardent and holy peace.—because
this same harmony, balance, and proportion of the virtues
flowing from the gentle streams of divine love governed his
own soul, because such a peace, springing from wisdom and
charity, illumined all his thoughts, desires, feelings, ?nd
" actions. The modest reports of the witnesses at the canoniza-
- tion process have let us glance into this pure and holy soul,
- freed from inordinate movements of sense, from attachment
- to earthly goods, and from the desire of honors and sensuality.
~ His spotless, virginal purity is praised in all these testimonies.
€ expression virgo recurs again and again. R
The acts of the canonization process and his first biography
by William of Tocco record

: the mystical experience of young
- Thomas in the tower of S. Giovanni when he was girded by
- angels following the cong

' uest of a most trying temptation. -
- Thereafter he never experienced the movements of sensual-
- ity.* Since

ra Angelico da Fiesole this scene has’ often been -

trine replete with harmony and balance,

- Peace t* ity 'T‘\\“’.
S . :n a Church confratemitys = 5
din art. Its memory lives on In e o St. Thomas
| 'fhoztz:yl;elliz Warfare, which pays st:c1a1 h(clmi(;:noce nces The
as patron and model of moral pun‘:y t‘:;l” <2’on
. ‘title “Angelic Doctor” which was bes

. : lic purity (qua
at a somewhat later period because of his angell £e flesh, he

e Twing in e
in carne praeter carnem '|7ioc1'i:——whllfc>1 l}lrilsn%ﬁginal scholastic

se _
_was not of the flesh), has surpassec 1 - :

b

. o« on Doctor. . of chastity ’j
nar;;:;?: t;?:& szr}?r:n esteem for the Vlrtue:pe(;ial fitness
and virginity, because he saw in dlemc:at‘;f;y to God, for 2
for an exclusive dedication and CO_ni{’*m and charityvrljhl )
total unfolding and exercise of Wlsdo ain in the beautiful
dominating thought appears again anc g red to this angelic

fons & d articles which he bas de(.hc? thinks about the
q}lesm:?s'l?l?e Pauline thought: “The virg 11{)odl and in spirit”
thll{tue- £ the Lord, that she may be holy in dyinteIPreFCI in ..
(lmésoc; :34) has found a most Pf"f"“tne erience. Like-
Thomas Zvl?: wrote from his own innermost €Xp

- - d
ic he always carmed
wise his devotion to St. Agnes, whose relic s of his love for

in term ve o8 L

ith hi ly be understood in (S8 O L ings:

‘ ‘T,th .hlm, ganr Oiﬁizy. Twice she is Iflennonée;lnu; rsloE g

25 8 mdel of chastity in the most difficult dang e
das a mode. R . SR
i“aVif ity and as a martyr of Chfas St;tyThomas, who have .

gF glntmzies numerous devotees O h e seen and tasted o

s inep d by his exalted example, I a:] wholly dedicated .~ -

o s Lo s e, puse, st .

ktovg:vd' In connection Wi s%z:lzzst}fe canonization mecess P
we ha\:l noti.ced in the tes‘tlm(g;—g of the saint regarding

the moderation

and drink, his vigils, and, in g;:;mll’;;cause of ﬁm S

ly, R St
pleasues and comfots of b BRI o ptaive T St

astity and virginity, ©

his indifference to the
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omas likewise brings ot s f
ikewise brings out, in his opusculum De Perfeétiom

Vitae Spirituali
piritualis, that those who wish to lead a pure, virginal

life, in whi =
which they can more freely and perfectly dedicate -

“themselves “and “cling t5-
e AN to G st chasti
R f%%) :lgdxi; randféimgéfﬁfaéc;%ég?@@&mdy\%
* through Chas:istyo:n:]be’ ﬂ.esl"l‘ are tamed and brought to rest
* and mortified life, 4 ‘c'lll'gmlty, through an abstemious, austere
 sacrificed for 2 n;o n fal! the pleasures of sense are ;villin l,
cptritual lfo, Ar re acﬂfa operation of the intellectital g‘);
of ohedience,kmee];lsame time, humility and its related Vi;’nes
amiability and fﬁenc?]s's’ kindness, and Christian demeanor, of
roct the o aien iness, of an unselfish courtesy, bri '
. piscences of the soul which sgl,'ingn}fo:

; ino d.
'V ! or honodrs, and, .

‘. motivated bY the supemnatu
L his a’°<=0rding to 1tr}x:self.f(’mlnately ‘in- the pos?tei;) 1;,5 I}I:afl
- and authority show i.Wﬂl of God and which cir:uW s
. of our Lord’s words: \im, He experiences in his soul gstances

: “Learn of me for I am meek :nd heu;l[l)tl}el

ey ~ of heart, and
you shall find rest to your souls” (Matt. 11:29)

Fehi We have .
L friendly, ‘W:::f i;:ehumﬂity’. meckness, obedience, and th
. were praised in the t > and willing disposition of S
- The biography of ersfmmmes of the canoni o our =
-~ the beautiful {mits illiam of Tocco also o proves
. which humanly introd :(t:x;k'Iu;Xeg portrays
omas to us

~as a humble, mod
o2 ] aab e mocest, peaceful, and impartial thi
g all anxiety even in the face of dlg;f;‘::;nt:l:: kef& master
and opposi-

- tion. He remained ¢}
. amiable and sel ?ar.and well balan .
selfsacrificing saint and sccﬁ,lait alg pianibrs
. He saw in

~ pride and arro, .
gance an impediment to a profound g ¢
ound grasp of

~ truth, while in humili ’
EEE ?;m hmmhty he beheld an-aid and ad

to true wisdom. Thus, he could con

- glory in regard to my knowledge, my

| tion bull of John XXII proudly s
. a complete equilibrium of
| or (zﬂ:ending words during the disputations
| excitement and haughty, pro
i thex.r way. Bartholomew of Capua
. testimony at the process O |

;ehen}ently attacked during a
i Franciscan theologian and later

_manner.*® John Peckham,

i scholastic pole

Peace

fess to his inseparable A

all simplicity. -~ i

friend afld companion, Reginald of Piperno, in
and uprightness of heart: - e
- I give thanks to God that I héve

fnaster’s chair,- and my

. And even though I had temptations

public disputations. . .
d them by 2 subsequ

to vain glory, I represse
of reason. .
e testimonies of the canonization processand the canoniza- .

soul, never m

ud manners
bears witness in his

that he had heard
Preachers how Thomas, when -
disputation at Paris by the
Archbishop of Canterbury,
through proud

£ canonization

from trustworthy Friars:

John Peckham, did not lose his self-control

and injuri i i
d injurious expressions. Rather he quietly an
gxpo e A . H 3

n_a lovin and

L. . who wrote about this
an entirely different manner in a letter dated June 1, 1285,
to the Bishop of Lincoln, cannot help but

as the Doctor humilis®* .
Thomas also constantly remaine
, mics, always considerate of his learned oppo
nents.3? Other scholastics of his time, 1 mention only Roger
Bacon, Peter of Trabes, Peter John Olivus, have frequently

let themselves be overpowered by sharp language in scholastic
encounters. <7 SR

never been moved by vain

tate that Thomas maintained
aking use of proud*‘,ﬂi‘nf,j/_'i, e
into which much
frequently made o o

d impartially ;
amble o
incident in_ . L

designate Thomas ..

d quesi éhd Bnd in }us




: I - These t};ings; therefore,
. offaith, but on the though

B in these difficult matters. Rather let him, if he

62 - . Th_e’ Inie’riér Life of S»t.fTh(miqs‘ Aqﬁinas s
;P0pé Benedict XIV notes this peculiarity b_f St. Thomas'

polemics: -

- St. Thomas Aquinas, angelic leader of the Schools and

- Doctor of the Church, in writing so many volumes vyhlch can
never be sufficiently praised, necessarily offended various opin-

. dons of philosophers and theologians which truth compelled him
.. to refute. But what most admirably crowns the merits of this

- Doctor is that he never minimized, railed, ‘or dishonored his
- opponents, but endeared all by his courtesy and friendliness.
. 1t he saw something in their writings rather harsh, ambiguous,
- and obscure, he explained and toned it down by a benign and

. lenient interpretation. If, however, for the sake of religion -

and faith, he was required to reject and refute their opinions,
‘this he did with such modesty that he deserves as much praise
. for disagreeing as for asserting Catholic truth.3 -~ » -~

1

" Only in the work De Unitate Intellectus Contra Averroistas,
~ written against Latin Averroism at the University of Paris
- and its leader, the shrewd philosopher, Siger of Brabant, does
.- Thomas express himself in a harsh manner against Averroes,

- whom he calls the depravator and not the commentator of
~ Aristotle. He also opposes the Parisian Averroists, to whom he
- ‘addresses the following rebuke near the close of his Wprk:f S

Toistic Monopsychism) which is based not on the documents

ts and principles of the philosophers.
- IF someone, glorying under the name of false science, wishes

to say something against what we have written, let him speak
Dot in some corner nor before children who are unable to judge
- against this our tract. Then he will find not o
" least of them all, but many others; cultivato
- can resist his error or counsel his ignorance. %

T have discovered in a Mumch manﬁécfipt the éomfﬁentary .

‘we wrote to destroy the error (Aver-

so dares, write -
nly myself, the
rs of truth, who; :

- fora prudent ordering an

" Peace

of Siger of Brabant on, a large portion. of the Aristotelian

R . . is stu- ‘» :
works (Clm. ‘9559). Fr. Van Steenb§rghen, who, v:;}sltl}::: oy R
dents, has prepared a standard edition of these q ) e ,

~ ; jcal +
Aristotle, has given a very realistic picture of the philosophical

: . in Averroism, =
doctrine and even the errors of this *-leader ofh L32£0Af‘:mi5heé,~' i
or better, heterodoxical Aristotelianism. He has s

. 3 in —thiSV; .
from the commentary on the De Anima, C?;?:f}(}at Siger
manuscript, the convincing proof of my gp rtion' due t07
of Brabant had taken a different scientiic positt =

- the weight of the proofs set forth in the work De}?’i‘f‘vﬁli& . e
tellectus, and gave up the Averroistic Monopsychism

A e in the :
he previously held. We will not go far astray if we see in £9e -

iti i rea- .ol 1
humble, objective, and tender disposition of St. Thomas a e

son for this intellectual realization and qorflvirs?()irrl‘-t éﬁor et
This harmony, balance, divine peace of the ki
"CXterior life of St. Thomas manifest:s 1tset1}i; %{E&
In the prayer after Holy Commu.mon, the t;ae Body and
implores that the sacramental ux'uonhw}th he Bocy anc.
Blood of our Saviour may bekfor ’}(nm:' ; e an
" The extinction of vices, evil desires .apd cocrlxzubléljic::fssz T
increase of charity and patience, of 1}urrl_111ty a?t.he gy as well
the perfect quieting of all the inclinations oTh o body a% ed
" iag o}-’) the soul. May it closely unite me t;:) g e
one God, and happily establish me at ‘ e en gt
g eablebliss. oo
:&: RN of his which we have, this longing after
| Dot PRy i dered inner_life, clinging
a peaceful and harmoniously or e beginging
.t\ogﬁz to Cod, manl s ilt)self p ll:ist;hhtlh?z!?;{ié Doctor was
* Concede mihi, misericors Deus, W.

: ~ :mage of the Crucified
Sl e e K ommaton o b ife, b diced

~ the followihg mnmate ple@ to God e
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s

sou]; énd/my body, all my actions, ‘thoughts‘,' wishes, desires;, . . -
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Cfant, 6] I.md my God,A that I’* may nof fail in prosperity or

adversity, avoiding pride in the former and discouragement in
- the latter. May I rejoice in nothing but what leads to Thee,
. and grieve for nothing but what turns away from Thee. May

words and deeds, my whole life and the end thereof, so that

through thy prayers all may be ordered according to the will

of thy beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Chris;. :

I despise, O Lord, all transitory things, and prize only thai :
- which is eternal. May I shun any joy that is not Thee; may
" wish for nothing outside of Thee. . . . Grant me, .O my God,
.+ to direct my heart toward Thee, constantly to grieve for my
~ . sins, and to amend my life. Make me, O Lord, my God,

: . B '~ the in-
The saint then implores Mary’s mterce.:ssmn f:'OIhi'ic};1 ate . :
dividual attainment of all graces and \r‘n.tues, tz‘:;e' L
necessary for him for a holy life in the religious state:

obedient without contradiction, poor without depression, chaste

without corruption, patient without murmuring, humble with- -

~out pretense, cheerful without dissipation . . . serious without

- constraint, prompt without levity, God-fearing without pre-

sumption, truthful without ambiguity, eager in good v\forks
without arrogance, correcting my neighbor without haughtiness

\ . and edifying him by work and example without hypocrisy.

Give me, O Lord God, a watchful heart, which no C_lll'ious
- thought will turn away from Thee; a noble heart, which no

‘ : “ , our Lord
Deign to implore for me from thy beloved Son, our 7
]esusl(gllixrigt,us?écient grace that I may energetically resist the ,

temptations of the world, of the flesh, and of the evil spixit.

it sin i ‘ rsevere
I firmly resolve not to commit sin in the future and to pe

in thy service and in that of thy beloved Son. ‘1)\4:1)§t l;laesasle;ill
Lady, I beseech thee to obtain for me perfect 0 le dlenﬁ; end
true humility of heart, so that 1 may truly acknowledge my:

. dO anv. -
as a worthless creature and wretched sinner, unable to y

. 1
good work, or resist temptations without the grace and help

Iso
of my Creator and of thy holy prayers. Procure nf::i I:}fa satity \
through thy prayers, O my dearest Lady, per{m B ”
of mind and body, enable me to serve thy be OVE) e om.
thee with a pure heart and chaste body. Obtam for me SOW: R
Him the grace to accept voluntary .,povertg mthell))u:dens St
and serenity of mind, that I may be able to en ufle e ot my
of this Order and work out my salvation an o
fellowmen. Obtain for me also, O my sweetesr e dy’]esus
charity that T may love thy most holy Son, ou o e
Christ, with all my heart, and next to Him, mydn beg o
God and for God, and so enjoy what is good an 5 'uﬁge he
at what is evil; grant that I may disregard no one, j 2%
one unkindly, nor prefer myself to anyone. _

Thus the interior and exterior life of St. Tllldor;z;s al‘)le;:i .
the imprint of harmony, symmetry, and l{alance. . Vﬁ e
who hgs given such an excellent an’alysxs of the sal'::rl:l a?t'i kel e
‘Aquinas, remarks that the moral virtues, pmjerty(;f charity:
' obedience, and humility standing in the service of o «;

unworthy affection will drag down; a righteous heart, wh}Ch

. no imregular intention will turn aside; a firm heart, which

~.no tribulation will crush; a free heart, which no violent affec-
*tion will claim for its own. T '

. His prayer for the attainment of all the virtues proceeds

- according to a similar train of thought. From it I will ex-

- tract only one petition, which permits us to recognize his
‘noble, considerate disposition. He prays that he may:

: - Be troublesome to no one in bodily' cares.” .
. His prayer to the most blessed Virgin Mary is very beauti- =
-+ ful. From this I would like to take a few thoughts. The
. saint begins: - ‘ B T IRPIE

Dearest and most blessed Virgin Mary, gracious Mother of o
God, Daughter of the Sovereign King, Queen of the Angels, |
"> Mother of Him Who created all things, I commend to the
- bosom of thy mercy this day and all the days of my life, my
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L diSPOSCJ the: saint for the contemplative life of divine love

- and wisdom. The state of original justice, order, and peace -
. of the faculties and activities of the soul were, in’a certain
-, . manner, restored in his soul. All the noblest virtues were sub- .

~ ordinated to divine love, and all the noblest gifts of the Holy

' Spirit were subordinated to the gift of wisdom in his life as |

", also in his~teaching.~ s

e " This harmony,-symmetry,.- order of the interior and ex- |
. terior life, this multiplicity of virtues within the unity of

love, enlightened by the light of reason, of faith, and of the

~ gifts of the Holy Spirit, give to the soul of St. Thomas 2 :

~spiritual, Godlike beauty. In one place he has defined spiritual

" and intellectual beauty: Pulchritudo spiritualis animae in hoc
. . consistit, quod conversatio sive actio hominis.sit bene propor-

e tionatq secundum spiritualem rationis claritatem (S.Th. II-1,
9145, 2. 2). The intellectual and supernatural beauty of the
N soul is seen in the fine proportion of life and action, which

reveal harmony and symmetry in conformity with the clarity - .

~of the intellect supernaturally “enlightened through faith.
- With this, St. Thomas has, in a certain sense, defined his
~ ‘own inner life. : : Sy o

. Just as the beauty of the heavens and the splendor of the E
- sun are reflected by a quiet flowing brook and also penetrate -
within — so 'something of the uncreated beauty of God is o
- reflected toward us from the interior life of St. Thomas,
- who in the contemplation of God found the beatitude of his * .

life. SR

marks, St. Thomas wrote the third part of h_is §um a v
 treats ,of,the passion and reSurrectigp of @nsg e

PartIIT

CHRIST AND THE INTERIOR LIFE
- | OF ST. THOMAS

SR

NOW we plainly see from the acts of the canonization

process as well as from his writings how wisdom, Cl’la’zz’ :

and peace stand out as the basic features of St. Thon.xas e th(; iy
From this portrait of his soul and character radlzzltes e

~ meek and peaceful splendor of his wisdom, love, and peace -

I i i i “can thoroughly under-
in_Christ Jesus in all its fullness. We can ’
stand the interior life of St. Thomas,.hke that of anlyt:;h: o
saint, only when we see this inr ﬂ_hfg,an_d_lgyg_tsia____{; il
Christ. - - ,

———_

William of Tocco has éanédied_ih his biography of St.-

- i : -
Thomas the well-known account of the saints mystical experi- -

ence in the chapel of St. Nicholas, in the Dominican Chmic;hi. -
S. Domenico Maggiore at Naples The sacristan, a taY) s
Brother, Dominic of Caserta, beheld St. Thomas mdeci:r sﬂyl -
before the image of the Crucified. He rheard the words lloof:
the mouth of the age-old crucifix: “You have written we &

" me, Thomas; what reward do you wish for your labors?” He

'then heard the reply: “Nothing less than you, O Lord,” come:

from the lips of the saint. Thereupon, William of "mcx:;:;1 e

Gihg i Gl e
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Art has fre: ' ;
t has frequently portrayed this scene of Christian mysﬁ-

cism. We i i
see it at the Vatican art gallery in a portrait by

\ it]}:earslie;f:e painter, Stefano de Giovanni, known as Sassetta;
hibited in*;}‘lpallbntmg by the Spanish artist, Berreguete,® ex-
: e Prado Museum at Madrid; lastly in the cycle of

mural painti .
paintings on the life of St. Thomas in the Dominican

C}l -

k= En'grl:sh‘ a'tl:'hRe%emburg’ publicized and éxplained by J. A
e e latest and most impressive portrayal of this

' st efbeii;l'}tllful painting by Martin Feuerstein: o
Christ is, for Thomas, the origin and sum total of all wis-

- dom.
lom None of the great theologians of the Middle Ages has

written mor:
e profoundly than Thomas on either the infinite

. divine wisdom of the Eternal Word or on the wisdom of

S C ) }

, 21116rt1}slt i}iluman sou! hypostatically united to the Logos. The
e é}}:tfer’of hfs Compendium Theologiae, “The Pleni—
, rist's Wisdom,” condenses with inimitable clarity

and s !
e f}llleoﬁ mi{;':lnﬁ“}' (llntolone.lumd presentation whatever the great -
14 g as detailed in his larger works on Christology.

In . .
adnrlli‘rfslet}{ncamanon of Jesus Christ, St. Thomas sees and
all the Ovse;gr e{?t}‘?t act of God’s wisdom. He seeks with
' Penetratz int 31 is mind and all the love of his heart to
o the theology of this mystery. Whatever he has

‘ . g;;::,:?s gﬁh purposefu'lness of the Incarnation in both his
speculative and contemplative, scholastic and e

mystic. In the fourth book of the Summa contra Gentiles

" the fifty-third

entatior?wigldwf)l:zfter"tthe f:ainlil begins his masterful pres-
‘ written Irom his own inti i o
; mate experience:

ot * A If e . :
o thinly;:)cx;:n would diligently and piously consider the mysteries
Lo e wou]danon, he would find such a profundity of v):nscein o
that it would exceed all human knowledge, accordin the
e Apostle: “The foolishness of God is wi%e:otha;

men Wherefore ’th,e ‘wonderful meaning (rationes) of this -

AP

* Christ ajrwl‘ the Interior Life of St. Thomas

mystery is manifested more and more to him who piously

ponders it. -

For St. Thomas, Christ is the sourcé of all wisddﬁx, Union

WithkChriSt permits us to participate in 'His wisdom and makes
us truly wise. In his explanation of the passage “ . . of Christ
Jesus, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and

knowledge,” Col. 2:3, Thomas draws this Practical conclusion: ™ e

owhere else except in o

Therefore we must seek wisdom 1
Christ . . . just as he who had a book which contained wisdom

would not seek to know anything except this
should never seek anything more than Christ.? .

As much as Thomas treasured
s0 as to devote a large part of his literary activity

Aristotle’s writings, and as lit
. .
tude of -earlier and contemporary

theless placed truth reve
this human science and wisdom. He writes at

his explanation to the Cree

the beginning of

the profane natural sciences
to explaining
fle as he shared in the harsh atti-
theologians, narrow-minded ..

and fearful of philosophy and human knowledge® —he never- -

: Christ_far_above all

d: “Despite all their efforts, none " S

of the philosophers before Christ could have known about - - ‘_ 

- Ged and the truths necessary for eternal life so much as a.:
the advent of

simple woman knows through faith after

Christ” In a sermon which he delivered about the year 1270 5

at the University of Paris,
same way: “A simple woman now knows

truths of faith than all philosophers will ever know.” - th g
e

To be immersed in the humanity of Jesus Christ is

way which leads to 2 knowledge of His
tinian thought — thro
—also vividly appears
logiae he writes these striking words: “The

divinity. The Augus-

ugh Christ the man to Christ the God® =~ =
in Thomas. In his Compendium Theo- .
' humanity of Christ .~~~

7 he expressed himself in much the
more ‘about the =~




- humanity.”* The Benedictine mystic from Bavaria, John of
. Castel,"* always faithful to Thomas, thoroughly understood,
~ felt, and developed in his book De adhaerendo Deo—and

..+ .~ even more beautifully and profoundly in the yet unpublished
. work De Lumine Increato—this thought: that the created -
. light of Christ’s humanity ought to lead us, detached as far as

~ love and experience, the contemplation of the uncreated liglht;

" of the divinity.

- of wisdom and the hearth of his glowing love of God and
-+ Christ. Thus we come naturally to the consideration of the -
- second basic feature in the interior life of St. Thomas, to

charity with its devotedness to Christ. Here knowledge and -
< "“love unite most intimately. A. Touron, O.P., remarks so
"+ beautifully: RN : > : T

B
|
i
l
E
i
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is the way By which we come to the divinity.” This is the
basic idea of Christian mysticism. Henry Suso, for example,

. in his Book of Wisdom places on the lips of the Eternal
" Wisdom the words: “If you wish to behold me in my etérnal

divinity, you must learn to know and love me in my suffering -

possible from earthly affections, to the very heights of human

- The Cross of our Saviour is for Thomas the unique source

T

- T};CVCI’OSS’ of the Savioﬁr was his first book,uthe great object

-+ of his meditations, the rule of his whole life. At the feet of
.~ the Cross he humbled his spirit to merit an understanding of
. the mysteries of faith; he purified his heart to render himself
+  capable of receiving it. There he learned the secret of
.+ penetrating into truth by way of charity, and of basing all his
- knowledge on that of Jesus Christ, of himself, and of his L
~ salvation. There ‘those untimely distractions, which so often =
. make us sigh . .. almost never interrupted this happy inter- .
- course where his heart unfolded itself in thanksgiving, and =~
<+ his soul, always attentive to the voice of God, listened in silence = =
© . to what the Eternal Word wished to make known to him. = . -

~in_his_difficulties. . . . F;Qm_,vﬂxis.wiquxce»—he—d!ew-‘he‘{’“n’ o

I the Cross St. Thomas beheld “the perfection of the whole *

-law, and the complete art of living well.

This reflection on the divinity and whatever pertains to it, -

* of spirit, we need support and direction from

. pealing to the senses f : e
gﬁillilx%oiledgeesi? God. Thus the humanity of Jesus Chnst‘:,

* takes the first place in our consideration, a

while we acknowledge God in visible foFm,. w? may through
" Him be drawn to the love of things invisible.

A priceless treasure of thought on

i e i — T -
N e 8
o E’-— e ) - S ; )
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ST DR ~ 1 the thid
This eternal wisdom that the Apostle learned in ‘t
hez:\srer?,etrh?: beloved disciple on the breast of the gavxotllllré ?:i S
St. Augustine in Holy Writ, St. Thomas leamed at eet. .

i the masters . "
of the crucifix. The wounds of Jesus Christ were the mev=-
whom he con_sﬂqltéd_4i‘ﬁ“51f§:d6€15t§,and«tQ_.yVth,,he...llstencd o

. . > .12 \ i ’
c_iplesfofkhis.*s_cmign,cc,,th;q_.abnndancgmd?“l‘ly*gg"hlf"s doctring
le
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. “dee ‘sacred -
Reflection on the mysteries and deeds of the 1;1105:: e
humanity of Jesus Christ awakens devotion and inflam R

the Angelic Doctor btings out, is in itself most fit to enkindle

: i i in truth, -
our charity and arouse our devotlolr)xe, since GOdf\ ;'iea]gnesg
11. However, because of ‘our W v
must be loved above a a Ao
ot our love of God just as we do for -

s is mentioned in

. » S 5 i- :
the preface for Christmas: “Ut dum visibiliter Peum cosinot;fa
mus per hunc in snvisibilium amorem rapiamur — ,

* Whatever

therefore immediately refers to the humanity of ;([lgsus. (.Z:ilz;
is especially fit to lead us, as it were, by t!le han b.to mf T
devotion and charity. Neverthelelsfs,1 the primary (")"]’e(\:t‘(’):
i ins the divinity itself.** - oo o
de‘f’z':;? ;fsm i:nuxlnfersion into the most holy life Of]esu'ih Chf:;s;
" St. Thomas also assimilated that peace of sou],-wl'n cnce
the imitation of Christ springs:i mt?1 :nll‘mlrxrtnecr’:;?ti; E;xaarity;f
“of the Christian virtues, warme anthe inlfompatably sgblime_‘
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"and ineffably beauti :
and on th]e)l}l;rE:;l:;ﬁ-ﬂ' Sxam ple of virtue in. the God-man
comméntacies on o Slm.xtatlon of Christ, lies hidden in his,’
in the third pai‘t et Csnptures, and in his profound questions
the lfe, passion, de tfl wmma, which treat of the mysteries of
 tative and conte’m ;1 , BI}d fesurrection of Christ. The medi-
et deta‘]P ative insight of the saint is focused upo

il as well as upon the whole of our Saviogrf;

s

exterio : . a4,
r and interior life. It finds particular joy in the harmony

~of this mo

, st sacred inner life, i
- er ;

Car(l)be heard. r life, n which no sounds of discord
' mnis Christi acti '
Christ is a lessonaftw nostra est instructio —every action of
St. Thomas. In theord-u > This thought frequently recurs in
_exemplar of the eﬂfec;: m;z :ilmk of Christ he perceives the
_of the most_sa of divine grace i ivi
_of the most_sacre ) grace in us._The activi
f e ot s it e o o
o rist, who di the imitation of th .

o ; or the
A died for us out of love and obedien(zlt;e:)lelr-llci(s3

heavenly Father.

His hum rist] gave an example — that j : »

~should suiI:n;:lguby submitting it to :}tl,]suztisis He renounced
; P]a(:ed o r will tOtal]y to God ne, SO0 we also
ver us as God’s ministers.® and to men who are

- His exposition ~ :
. . of the virtuc . . X L :
in the PSYch;;Jc)x;yg;sged so profoundly i’Y Tior‘x)n%?aa Oliet:le
,C,OlorsafH / esus Christ, as he paints i » appears
o 0! Holy Writand the Fathers. The s e
mysticism - of the Bonaventuriann;‘c“:!l{:;1 ﬂ;mﬁn, “
ool has

" created the meditati
; freated e §d1tat10ns on Christ’s life by John of Caul
e e o0 ulas,

F
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' Christ and. the Interi

s into play in ‘Aquinas’
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never or very seldom come
of Christ. i : ~
T}}e deep and pious disposition

fore in a very attractive manner in’
where he depicts the divine Saviour as th
Frorfl these we sense what the saint \
Christ in his studies, meditations, and prayer
from them to fashion his own interior
few'texts from St. Thomas mysticism on
passion will also introduce us into
ings of his inner life, so completely i

In his comprehensive exposition on

1{31:.11ns for our everyday life the significance 0
aith. From the doctrine of faith that the only-begotten Word |

is of the same nature with the Father, he deduces the practica
2 | - . .
conclusions “ad consolationem nostra —for our,consolatlon,” :

~as he expresses it: . : _ N

ofithe saint comes to the‘_;'
some of his smaller works

s — what he drew"

mbued with Christ.*":

of God have a certain likeness
to hear gladly the words of God

‘Portrai,t e

e model of virtue.

has thought and felt about -

life.-1 believe that a :
Christ and His e

the dispositions and feel- |

the Creed, Thomas ex- : :
£ each article of .t

If the Word of God is &e Son of God, and all thé wbrdg Al
to this Word, we first ought
.. to believe the words ©!

God . ... to meditate constantly Upo
Cod to others by 2

- the word of God ..o 7

dmonishing, - - i

to communicate the word of
?reachmg, and enkindling . .-
into practice.‘ o el
From the Incamnation O
est —He became ma
practical applications
From these mjsteri

‘elevated, our charity inflamed.
love pure by thoughts on the dignity bestow

nature from the Incarnation.

f the Son of God:

for our Jearning:

es our faith

¥

n,” the holy Doctor likewise 0

and to put the word of

“homo factus A
ffers some '

is confirmed, our hope -

We are incited to keep our b
ed upon human.
By meditating upon the Incarna-
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, tion of the Son of ' , ' B R
- desire to belong ?o gl?;ii;twe are event}lally filled with a holy
. The treatise B . s
Ry on Christ as th irtue in His passi
For if vou s ~ : o RER
you seek an example of charity, g‘reatér charity no

- man has th .
this Christ 2cllrildthat he give up his life for his friends—and
upon the Cross. So if He gave His life for

- us, it 'sh .
- for Hlinould mﬁ: be difficult for us to suffer many hardships
- I you seek an’example of patience, the moI;t :

;

- excell i
ent is found upon the Cross where Jesus freely under--

. went the ore - .
" Ifyou seeg]: :rt:’fs‘:xsuﬂ"enngs with the most heroic patience
G eckan example of humility, behold the Crucified, for
" the Lord for the condemned and die under Pontius Pila,te——
‘the servant, the life of the Angels for man. .

s | T :
you seek an example of obedience, follow Him Who was

.. obedi
: ent to the Father even unto death. . . . If you seek an

-+ exampl isi
o hgges,OigdePﬁ;nlg carthly goods, follow Him Who is Kin
; ords, in Whom are all the treasures o%

“ons wisdom. U

e pon . the Cross, how

. Spat u , - , however, He w :
pon, scourged, crowned with thorns, ?sgivlglkfr(iir’le;ﬁ(:k ane%’, A

.+ gall to drink, and cruci
rink, and crucified. Do not therefore become too much

. attackied to clothi
to clothing or to riches, for- they have divided my

S yesture a
T suffered ;g;’lgtsdggst;;\sfﬁs. Do not desire honors, for I have
- lashes. Do not seek digniti’es, for they o

. e lla"e Placed a Cro O oms ul)()ll Illy ]Iea([. DO not Ie&el m
T dellcaCles fo’l dl WI’Y Vf th ‘ l.
o ( “3y € ha (] quenched my thll’st t}l ga]

i The same thoughts : '
e on the ()
assion are a . mysticism of Chri is
Iso found in another opusculum of r;: %‘1‘1, e
omas. -

- 'The opuscul i ]
p um directed against Nicholas of Lisieux in 1270

_ Contra pestifer.
. ligionis ingre: o d?q"."am' retrahenti . Ce
Ll t:n gmtghr:ssl‘lu, begins with an expos;sgl %ﬂgf,q e
1 e ,‘llm'b]e and poor Jesus. The Aﬁge]i lld)ea of .
R eucs ‘O‘Ctorn S

S Pufpose _ of the Christian religion seems o iy ;T S

-~ the author and consummator 0

" world showed His faithful in-word and

- poor, lest anyone, beli

 of this truly valuable work, whi

Chrivst’ and the Interior Life of
cipally in this— that men’ withdray

become intent upon things sp_iritugl. Hence it was that ]esx;s,‘* REE
f faith, by His entry into the .

A temporal affairs. . . . He was born of a mother, who, although
untouched by man at conception and during life, nevertheless -
was espoused to a carpenter — thus He excluded any form ©
carne}l qobility. He was born in the town of Bethlehem, which o
was insignificant among the cities of Judea — thus He did not -
wish anyone to glory in the grandeur of 2 terrestrial city. He =+
: who possessed all and through whom all things are, became
eving in Him, would dare to boast of
Wo_ﬂdly riches. He did not wish to be made king, for He /.
pointed out the way of humility. He, who fed all, hungered; -
He, who created all drink, thirsted; He, who opened up the =
way to Heaven, grew tired on His journey; He, who ended "
our afflictions, was crucified; He, who awakened the dead, -
‘died for man. A e
De Rationibus Fidei contra Saracenos, .
s ad Cantorem Antiochenum,'® also trans- .

with beantiful and profound -

thoughts on Christ’s ‘sacred life and example of virtue, and,

in general, on the ascetical and mystical significance of the
doctrine of the Incarnation. It is 2 genuine treasure of the
5 ;]

beauty and clarity of St.

1 am extracting a few thou

The ‘opusculum
Graecos et Armeno
lated into Greek, is filled

- and death: .

". 1f .anyone considers from a pious
passion and death of Chist, he will find such a profundity of
knowledge that continuously more and greater thoughts come.

. .. The first consideration’ is that Christ - assum

;¢ the fall of man. Therefore it was.
d do those things according t0
ffer a remedy for sin. -The

motive the ﬁtn&ss ’o’f , &w

deed contempt for
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sin of m ists in his cli »
an consists in his clinging to corporal things, lea‘;ing *

aside spiri
: Hiseasg’sPul;:lalhgoods. It befitted the Son of God therefore in
ings that men u?an nature to show by His deeds and suffer-
being impoded bs ould despise ‘temporal goods and evil, lest
o ige y an inordinate affection for them, they should
given to spiritual things. Thus Christ chose’parents who

- were poor, yet perfected in vi
cre p t in virtue, so that nobod lory -
Solely in nobility of flesh and wealth of ;:rentg’. vl?gll lcldg glrz ‘

. life of
of- a poor man that He might teach us to despise‘riches.

: without honors that -He might restrain men from

. seeking them i -
' g them inordinately. He underwent labor, hunger, thirst,

and i
a scourging of the body, lest men, intent upon pleasures .

~and I i
uxuries, be drawn away from the good of virtue because

of iffculti :
- ‘:n;gcfd()l'lﬂrinciullﬂéil of life. Ultimately He underwent death, lest
" And so thatg boeny the: truth because of the fear of d;aath.
nobody would fear to suffer a horrible death for

truth
ruth, He chose the most despicable type of death — that of

o " th >
..the cross. Thus it was fitting for the Son of God made man to

suff :
iffer . death, so thgt by His example He might incite men

to virtue, .

.« Not only vi condurt S :
" salvation Y Vlit:: ui conduct is necessary for men to attain
. also a knowledge of truth. . ... Therefore

_it was necessary th
at th
Ty t-the Son of God made man give to men

i ~‘a doctri e \
©and notn li:;:rlxwrfl—? truth. And to prove this truth to be divine
g s e wrought a great number of miracles. = °

i Thomaseﬁ}:cll?ﬂuy’ poverty, and lowliness of Jesus Christ, St. -
Sropi strength and confirmation to prove His ‘mira(;les:. =

- If Christ had lived in we k

o7 cou : ealth, WCEI, an ignity, it

| could be believed that His doceime and miceies neh Boem

et wz’)rkeas?n‘d human ingenuity and favour. And P
e abje:lgﬁfl ri?;;iesrdyt}?e of divine power, ri_]e choz-
. hat was , in the world: i

an byntehe;]y 1;:':, uneducated Apostles and ci?sdglell?(iz le:gtc}ller ?sgg :

5 Dyihe t}%rln :}?Fn of the world, and eventually to be despl E
" todeath. is way He manifestly showed that theC::cepertnani‘; 3

~ Magi. He was tempted by the devil, but mi

-“earth trembled, the stones were

* the conversion of nearly th

orientated from above. He hopes ,
eights, toward which his intellect gazes

with ardor and faith. Thither he lifts himself upon the wings i

* From these heights
- world cannot give,
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Of_ His miracles and of His doctrine ought to be éftributed to -
divine rather than human power. , z

: The.refore in all that He accompl
infirmity is simultaneously conjoined with divine power. In His

nativity, wrapped up in swaddling clothes, He was placed in - :
- a manger — but gloriously praised by angels and adored by the
X nistered to by angels. .

He lived in need and poverty, but raised the dead to life and
gave sight to the blind. He died fixed to a Cross, numbered

among thieves, but at His

the fruit which followed, name}ﬁ

such a beginning, one sees 3
e whole world to Christ, and still o7

seeks other signs for believing,
th?ln a rock, for at His death the rocks burst asunder. .

Such is St. Thomas’ devotedness to Christ. His w}xbleg_f" o

_interior life is illumined by the . dogmatic notion of the -

man and His work of TRedemption,_all of which he under-
stood so deeply. His innermost wi jvings glow with
a deep love of Christ. His li
transfigured by an_everyday imitation O

.

dom, Tove, and
of St. Thomas. T

St. Thomas whole intellectual life ,isk~ determined "andf"»’

for and obtains true wisdom *
from the heavenly h

ich contemplates and loves God in all things.
that peace flows into his soul, which the -
which Christ brought into the world and -

of charity, wh

“diffuses in those who are docile.

ished énd suﬁ:ered, human S !

death the sun was darkened, the -

, shattered, the graves were. .- ..
opened, and the bodies of the dead arose. If, therefore, from - = *

he can be regarded as harder E

fe and actions are fashioned and
¢ Christ. Consequently - B

his life in Christ constitutes the ultimate reasogﬂfgr’ his wis-; -

ce—the cssential fraits in the interior life .
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. St‘,Th°maS has impressiver proclaimed his ideal under-

‘standing of his academic and scientific life’s work in a e,
« cently discovered inaugural address, which he delivered when .
he was installed in the office of Master of Theology at the ”

University of Paris in 1256.%°

‘ It begins with the words of the Psalm,.‘ylo3,v verse 13:
- “Thou waterest the hills from thy upper rooms: the earth
~shall be filled with the fruits of thy works.” Just as the -

“mountains tower high above the earth and are near the

= ‘heaver.ls, in like manner the doctors of truth must rise above
 the things of this earth and strive only after heavenly things.

~Just as the mountains are first illumined by the light from

- the sun, so also the doctors of sacred science receive the’

i sR]endor‘ of Fhe mind ficst (mentium splendorem prius reci-
. piant). Their intellectual life participates in eternity (qui

. sunt in participatione aeternitatis). S

He concludes_this profound inaugural address w1th thé

biblical thought that God generously gives to all who implore

- Him for wisdom, and then adds:

‘4 : ‘ Let us Pfa)’, that God grant it to us all. ‘Amen.” E
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