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AN ANGEL APPEARS
TO JOSEPH

JOSEPH was a young carpenter in the town

of Nazareth. All knew him to be a very good

man who loved God and served Him faithfully.

He was about to marry Mary, a young girl in the

same town.

The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and told

her that God wanted her to become the mother

of His Son. She said, "I am the servant of the

Lord. Let it be done to me as you say." At that

moment she became the Mother of God. The

Second Person of the Blessed Trinity took to

Himself a body and soul like ours. He became

man and lived among us.

Joseph did not know about the visit of the

angel Gabriel, so he wanted to leave Mary when
he learned that she was to have a child.
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An angel appeared to Joseph

in a dream, saying, "Joseph,

son of David, have no fear

about taking Mary as your

wife. It is by the Holy Spirit

that she has conceived this

child. She is to have a Son and

you are to name Him Jesus

because He will save His people

from their sins."
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When Joseph awoke,

he did as the angel of

the Lord told him and

received Mary into his

home as his wife.



AAARY AND JOSEPH ARE AAARRIED

MARY and Joseph appeared before the priest

_ in the temple. Joseph became the true hus-

band of the Virgin Mary. They made their home
in Nazareth.



MARY and Joseph were deeply devoted to each

other. No one after God loved Joseph as

much as Mary did. She saw in him a just man,

close to God — kind, pure and devoted.

After God, no one loved Mary as much as

Joseph did. He admired her wonderful beauty of

body and soul, and looked forward to the honor

of spending his life to make his loving wife happy.

Mary and Joseph are an example of the kind

of love husbands and wives should have for each

other.
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MARY AND JOSEPH GO TO BETHLEHEM

"^HE Roman Emperor Augustus ordered all

the people to be counted in the places

from which their families had come.

Mary and Joseph, being of the family

of David, left their home in Naza-

reth and traveled to Bethlehem.
*
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THE town of Bethlehem was crowded. There

was no room in the inn where travelers could

spend the night. Joseph was told that he could

take his wife to a stable where the animals of

the travelers were kept.

Joseph was very sad that he could not find a

better place for his wife, where she could peace-

fully rest for the night. The great love that

Mary and Joseph had for each other was enough

to make this stable a home. They were to share

many more hardships together because God had

chosen them to have a part in the work of our

salvation in close union with Jesus, Messiah,

whose coming the people of God were awaiting.



JOSEPH ADORES
THE INFANT JESUS

WHILE Mary and Joseph

were in the stable of

Bethlehem, Mary gave birth

to her Son, wrapped Him in

soft clothes and laid Him in

a manger, where the cows,

donkeys and oxen were fed.
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Joseph knew that this Child was the Son of

God and the Savior of the world, of Whom the

prophets of the Old Testament had spoken so

many times. He was happy to see Jesus, Who
was truly Mary's son. Both adored the Divine

Infant.

THE COMING OF
THE SHEPHERDS

SHEPHERDS were tending

their sheep in a J^^
field near Bethlehem. '/^



Suddenly an angel appeared and said, "You

have nothing to fear! I come to bring you good

news of great joy to be shared by the whole

people. This day in David's city a savior has been

born to you, the Messiah and Lord. Let this be a

sign to you: in a manger you will find an Infant

wrapped in swaddling clothes."

Then, there were with the angel many more

angels, praising God and saying, "Glory to God
in high heaven, peace on earth to those on whom
His favor rests."

When the angels had returned to heaven, the

shepherds said to one another: "Let us go over

to Bethlehem and see this event which the Lord

has made known to us." They went in haste and

found Mary and Joseph, and the Baby lying in

the manger. Once the shepherds saw, they under-

stood what the angels told them about this Child.
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JOSEPH GIVES JESUS HIS NAME

EIGHT days after the birth of the Child, the

name "Jesus" was given to Him because the

angel told Joseph in a dream: "You are to name
Him Jesus because He will save His people from

their sins."

The name "Jesus" means "Savior." This was

the first time that Jesus shed His blood for us.
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JOSEPH TAKES MARY AND HER
CHILD TO THE TEMPLE

f

IT WAS the law among the Jews that

the first child born in a family should

be brought to the Temple to be offered

to God because he belonged to God. When
Jesus was forty days old, Mary and Joseph

brought Him to the Temple.



There lived in Jerusalem a pious man named

Simeon, and the Holy Spirit was upon him, Who
revealed to him that he would not die until he

had seen the Messiah. Simeon went to the Temple,

inspired by the Holy Spirit. When the parents

brought in the Child Jesus to offer Him to God,

he took Jesus in his arms and thanked God in

these words: "Now, Master, You can take Your

servant to Yourself in peace. You have kept Your

promise. My eyes have seen the Promised Savior,

the Light to all nations and the glory of Your

people Israel."

Then Simeon said to Mary, "This Child will

bring salvation to many, and you will be pierced

with a sword of suffering."

Joseph wondered what the old Simeon meant.

He was ready to stand by Jesus and Mary in any

suffering which God may have wanted them to

bear to save all men.
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JOSEPH WELCOMES THE MAGI

AFTER the birth of Jesus, during the rule of

il King Herod, some very learned men, called

Magi, arrived in Jerusalem from the east, asking,

"Where is the newborn King of the Jews? We
saw His star and have come to honor Him."
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King Herod was afraid, and so were many
people in Jerusalem, when they heard that a

new King was born. Herod found out from the

priests that the Messiah was to be born in

Bethlehem. Herod asked the Magi to let him

know if they found the new King.

The Magi saw the star again which led them

to the house where they found the Child with

Mary His mother, and Joseph. They bowed be-

fore Him and then gave Him gifts of gold and

rich spices.

In a dream they were told not to return to

Herod, so they went back to their own country

by another way. All this made Joseph very happy,

for he believed that someday even the people

who had faith in God would know and love

Jesus.

+0+0+
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JOSEPH TAKES JESUS AND
MARY INTO EGYPT

SOON after the Magi had gone away, God
sent an angel to Joseph who said to him in

a dream, "Get up, take the Child and His mother,

and flee to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you.

Herod wants to kill the Child."
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King Herod sent out his soldiers to Bethlehem

and ordered them to kill all the little children

there who were two years old or younger. He
wanted to be sure that he would kill Jesus. But

Jesus was safe in the loving care of good Saint

Joseph.

:\
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JOSEPH RETURNS TO NAZARETH

AFTER Herod's death, the angel of the Lord

l appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt with

the command: "Get up, take the Child and His

mother, and set out for the land of Israel. Those

who wanted to take the life of the Child are

dead."

Joseph got up, took the Child and His mother,

and returned to the land of Israel. He made his

home in a town called Nazareth.
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Joseph's happiest moments were spent with

Jesus and Mary. Mary often visited him in the

carpenter shop. He felt honored to work hard for

the Son of God and His loving mother. No one

ever loved Jesus and Mary as Joseph did. They

were his whole life.

Mary and Joseph often thought of Jesus and

loved Him more each day. In their hearts they

wondered at his holiness and silently adored Him.

All the while Jesus was making their souls holier

and more beautiful, because He was giving them

His grace.
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JOSEPH FINDS THE BOY JESUS
IN THE TEMPLE

20

MARY and Joseph used to go every year to

. Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover.

When Jesus was twelve they went up for the

celebration. As they were returning at the end

of the feast, the Child Jesus remained behind

and His parents did not know it. Thinking He
was in another group of travelers, they continued

their journey for a day. Then they looked for

Jesus among His relatives and friends.

Since Mary and Joseph could not find Him,

they returned to Jerusalem to look for Him. On
the third day they found Him in the temple sitting

with the teachers, listening to them and asking

them questions. All who heard Him were sur-

prised to see how much He knew about God.

When His parents saw Him they were surprised,

and His mother said to Him, "Son, why have

You done this to us? You see that Your father

and I have been searching for You in sorrow."

He said to them, "Why did you search for Me?"

Did you not know I had to be in My Father's

house?"
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Jesus went down with Mary and Joseph and

came to Nazareth. He was obedient to them. In

this He is an example for all boys and girls who
must love and obey their parents because this

is the fourth commandment of God.
21



JESUS WORKS WITH JOSEPH

AS JESUS became older, He also grew in wis-

dom and age and grace before God and men.

Jesus helped His mother in the home and

learned the trade of a carpenter from His foster

father, Saint Joseph. In the same way boys and

girls must help their parents.



Jesus worked beside His foster father, Saint

Joseph, whom He obeyed as His own Father in

heaven. He knew that Joseph was taking His

heavenly Father's place on earth. And Joseph

knew that the Boy in his care was the all-power-

ful Son of God and that Mary, his wife, was the

Mother of God. He loved them with all his heart.

He worked long hours in his carpenter shop to

give Jesus and Mary what they needed. God
chose a carpenter to be the foster father of Jesus

to show us how much He honored work. Saint

Joseph is the patron of workers.

Your whole life should be devoted to Jesus

and Mary as Joseph's was. Ask him to help you

to love Jesus and Mary as he did. You love Jesus

and Mary not only by praying to them often,

but also by trying to please them in all that

you do as Joseph did. Pray for your father, who
works so hard to take care of your family, that

Saint Joseph may help him in his work.
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JOSEPH WAS THE HEAD

OF THE HOLY FAMILY

GOD chose Joseph to be the foster father of

His Son, the husband of Mary, and the head

of the Holy Family because he was a holy man.

God gave him all the graces he needed to be a

worthy head of the holiest family on earth.
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Joseph admired the beautiful example which

Jesus and Mary gave him. Like them, he obeyed

the will of God in all things. He served Jesus

and Mary for the love of God.

The Holy Family found their happiness in

loving and serving God faithfully. They often

prayed together, and read the writings of the

Old Testament. They found their peace and joy

in God alone.

The Holy Family is an example of a prayerful

family which all Catholic families should imitate.

Pray to Jesus, Mary and Joseph for your own
family that you may find peace and joy in God
alone and serve Him with all the love of your

heart as the Holy Family of Nazareth did.
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THE DEATH OF JOSEPH

IN the quiet village of Nazareth, Joseph lived

his life, working in the carpenter shop and

going to the synagogue to pray. It was a life

of humble obedience, prayer and work.

One day, God called his servant Joseph to

heaven. He died a happy death in the arms of

Jesus and Mary, whom he had loved and served

so faithfully.

After Joseph's death, Jesus, Who was still a

young man, took care of His mother Mary. Jesus

worked as a carpenter as His foster father had

done.

The Church has chosen Saint Joseph to be

the special patron of a happy death. Pray to

Joseph — for yourself and your whole family —
so that when the hour of death comes, you too

may die in the arms of Jesus and Mary.
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Say this prayer each day:

Jesus, Mary, Joseph, I give you my heart and

my soul.

Jesus, Mary, Joseph, help me in my last agony.

Jesus, Mary, Joseph, may I die in peace with you.

&
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SAINT JOSEPH IS THE

PROTECTOR OF FAMILIES

GOD placed His own Son and His mother under

the loving care of Saint Joseph. Since he

was so faithful in the work God gave him to

do, He wanted Joseph to be the protector of all

Christian families. And Saint Joseph wants

nothing more than to lead families to God by
his example and by his prayers in heaven.

Pray to Saint Joseph for your whole family

because he loves all of you for the sake of Jesus

and Mary. Ask him to protect your family from

all sin — which makes a family unhappy. Ask
him to help all of you to love Jesus and Mary
as he did so that your family may be like the

Holy Family of Nazareth and be together in

heaven someday.
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SAINT JOSEPH IS THE

PROTECTOR OF THE CHURCH

THE Catholic Church is the family of God,

for we are all God's children, especially

through Holy Baptism. As God made Joseph the

protector of his Holy Family at Nazareth, so

God wishes him to be the protector of His Church

on earth.

Saint Joseph's power in heaven is very great

because he is the foster father of the Savior of

the world, and the husband of Mary, the Mother

of God and Queen of heaven and earth. He was
the obedient servant of the heavenly Father and

took His place upon earth.

Pray to Saint Joseph for the Holy Father and

for the bishops and priests of the Catholic Church.

Pray for all Catholics, that they may live a holy

life and that they may be a good example to all

men.

Pray to Saint Joseph that the Catholic Church

may spread everywhere in the world, so that all

men may learn about the true Faith which Jesus

has given us through His Church.
30
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PRAYER TO SAINT JOSEPH

vx
00D Saint Joseph, I want you to be my
special friend.

I honor you as the servant of God the Father,

the foster father of Jesus Christ, and the loving

husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary. I honor you

as the patron of families and the protector of the

Catholic Church.

Into your care I place my soul and my body.

Keep me from all sin, and help me to love God
with all my heart, and my neighbor for the love

of God, just as you always did.

Give me a great love for Jesus and Mary, above

all by praying to them often.

Help those whom I love, my parents, and my
brothers and sisters, and those who are good to

me. Pray for us that we may serve God faithfully

on earth and may see God forever in heaven.

Through your prayers may our whole family be

happy with your Holy Family in heaven forever.

Amen.
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Dear parents:

The St. Joseph Picture Books Series is intended to help you teach the basics

of the Catholic Faith to your children in an enjoyable manner. The books in the

Series deal with one or more of the following themes: (1) the teachings of the

Church, (2) the Christian way of life, and (3) our Catholic worship (including

both public and private prayers and devotions). Each book also carries the Im-

primatur of the Archdiocese of New York, assuring you that the contents are in

line with Church teaching.

This best-selling Series has been used and appreciated by thousands of chil-

dren. They have been captivated by page after page of original four-color illus-

trations and clear typographical layout. At the same time, their young minds

have grasped the teachings set forth in simple reverent language. May your

children also experience this same enjoyment and knowledge.

The Publishers

Now 69 Books in this St. Joseph PICTURE BOOKS Series

Magnificent new series of religious books for children, superbly illus-

trated in full color and simply written, that will help all children to bet-

ter understand the Catholic Faith. Ideal for home or school.

No. Title

275 My Picture Missal

276 I Believe in God

278 The Seven Sacraments

279 The Miracles of Jesus

280 Mary, My Mother

281 The Angels

282 God Loves Us All

283 Good St. Joseph

284 The Holy Rosary

285 The Apostles of Jesus

286 St. Francis of Assisi

287 The Ten Commandments

288 My First Prayer Book

289 St. Paul the Apostle

290 St. Peter the Apostle

291 The Parables of Jesus

292 Following Jesus

293 My Friend Jesus

294 My Day With Jesus

295 Book of Saints (Parti)

296 Book of Saints (Part 2)

297 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

298 Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha

No. Title

299 The Stations of the Cross

301 The Feasts of Jesus

302 The Teaching of Jesus

303 Promises of Sacred Heart

304 My Life With God

305 The Works of Mercy

306 My First Picture Dictionary

307 Book of Saints (Part 3)

308 Book of Saints (Part 4)

309 Pray Always

310 The Holy Spirit

381 Prayers for Everyday

382 My First Catechism

383 St. Martin de Porres

384 The Eight Beatitudes

385 St. Patrick

386 St. Anthony of Padua

387 Our Lady of Fatima

388 The Boy Jesus

389 Our Father and Hail Mary

390 Our Lady of Guadalupe

391 Our Lady of Lourdes

392 Going to Confession

No. Title

393 Book of Saints (Part 5)

394 Book of Saints (Part 6)

395 Precepts of the Church

396 Sacramentals of Church

397 Holy Eucharist

398 Psalms for Children

399 Great Men: Old Testament

486 Great Men: New Testament

487 Great Women of the Bible

488 Children's Prayers to Mary

489 Mass for Children

490 My First Prayers

491 Receiving Holy Communion

492 Story of Easter

493 Child. Prayers-All Occasions

494 The Church Year

495 Celebrating Advent

496 A Child's Prayers in Verse

497 The Way of the Cross

498 Celebrating Christmas

499 Our Parish Church

500 Book of Saints (Part 7)

501 Book of Saints (Part 8)
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ST.JOSEPH PICTURE BOOKS
A Golden Treasury of the Catholic Faith

283 284

Magnificent new series of

religious books for children,

illustrated in Full color and
simply written, that will help

all children to better under-

stand the Catholic Faith.

Ideal for Home or School.
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