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ST THOMAS' PROOFS THAT GOD IS .

1 .

TEXT OF ST THOMAS ( I ,  Q .2 ) .

T h is  q u e s t io n  c o n s i s t s  o f  th r e e  a r t i c l e s .  A f te r  showing i n  th e  f i r s t  a r t i c l e  
t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  to  u s  s e l f - e v i d e n t  t h a t  God i s  (and  in  d o ing  t h i s  r e f u t i n g  th e  
v a lu e  o f  th e  ONTOLOGICAL ARGUMENT w hich  w ould endeavour to  show t h a t  i t  i s  
s e l f - e v i d e n t  to  u s  t h a t  God i s ) ,  S t Thomas in  th e ' second a r t i c l e  a sk s  w h e th e r i t  
i s  d e m o n s tra b le  t h a t  God i s ;  l a s t l y ,  in  th e  t h i r d  a r t i c l e  he  a sk s  w h e th e r God i s .  
From need  o f  b r e v i t y  we om it th e  f i r s t  a r t i c l e .

ARTICLE TWO.

WHETHER IT IS  DEMONSTRABLE THAT GOD IS?

OBJECTIONS: 1. " I t  seems t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  d em o n strab le  t h a t  God i s .  F o r  t h a t  God
i s ,  i s  an a r t i c l e  o f  f a i t h .  B ut th o s e  th in g s  w hich  a r e  o f  f a i t h  a r e  n o t  
d e m o n s tra b le , b e c a u se  d e m o n s tra tio n  c a u se s  s c ie n c e ;  b u t  f a i t h  i s  o f  th in g s  n o t 
a p p e a r in g .................

2 . "M oreover, th e  medium o f  d e m o n s tra tio n  i s  w hat a  th in g  i s "
( i . e ,  i t s  e s s e n c e ) .  "B ut abou t God we c a n n o t know w hat he  i s ,  b u t  o n ly  w hat he 
i s  n o t ................. T h e re fo re  we c a n n o t d e m o n s tra te  t h a t  God i s .

3 . "F u rth e rm o re , i f  i t  w ere  d em o n stra ted  t h a t  God i s ,  t h i s  w ould b e  
o n ly  from  h i s  e f f e c t s .  B u t h i s  e f f e c t s  a r e  n o t p r o p o r t io n a te  to  him , s in c e  he  i s  
i n f i n i t e ,  and th e  e f f e c t s  f i n i t e ;  b u t  th e r e  i s  n o t  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  f i n i t e  to  
th e  i n f i n i t e .  T h e re fo re ,  s in c e  a  c a u se  can n o t b e  d em o n stra ted  th ro u g h  an e f f e c t  
n o t  p r o p o r t io n a te  to  i t ,  i t  seems t h a t  i t  can n o t b e  d em o n stra ted  t h a t  God i s . "

" I  ANSWER THAT : D em o n s tra tio n  i s  tw o fo ld : One w hich  i s  th ro u g h  th e  c a u s e , and i t
i s  c a l l e d  (d e m o n s tra tio n )  Y/HEREFQRE, and t h i s  i s  th ro u g h  w hat i s  sim ply  p r io r .
The o th e r  i s  th ro u g h  th e  e f f e c t ,  and i t  i s  c a l le d  d e m o n s tra tio n  THAT, and t h i s  i s  
th ro u g h  w hat i s  p r io r  TO US. F o r when some e f f e c t  i s  more m a n ife s t  to  u s  th a n  i t s  
c a u se , we p roceed  th ro u g h  th e  e f f e c t  t o  know ledge o f  th e  c a u se .

"B ut from  w h a tso ev er e f f e c t  i t  can  b e  d em o n stra ted  t h a t  th e  p ro p e r 
c a u se  o f  i t  i s ,  so long  a s  i t s  e f f e c t s  a r e  more known to  u s ;  b e c a u se , s in c e  e f f e c t s  
depend on th e  c a u se , g iv e n  th e  e f f e c t ,  i t  m ust n eed s  b e  t h a t  th e  c au se  p r e e x i s t .

"W herefo re  t h a t  God i s ,  a c c o rd in g  a s  i t  i s  n o t  s e l f - e v i d e n t  to  u s ,  
i s  d e m o n s tra b le  th ro u g h  e f f e c t s  known to  u s .

"REPLY TO OBJECTION 1 : T h a t God i s ,  and o th e r  such , w hich  th ro u g h  n a t u r a l  re a s o n
can  b e  known abou t G od,..................a r e  n o t a r t i c l e s  o f  f a i t h ,  b u t  p ream bles to  th e
a r t i c l e s ..........................
"REPLY TO OBJ BIT ION 2 ; Vftien a  c a u se  i s  d em o n stra ted  th ro u g h  an e f f e c t ,  i t  must 
n eed s  b e  t h a t  th e  e f f e c t  b e  u sed  in  p la c e  o f  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  cau se  t o  prove 
t h a t  th e  c au se  i s ;  and t h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  c a s e  i n  re g a rd  t o  God, b e c a u se  to  
prove t h a t  som eth ing  i s ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  to  ta k e  a s  th e  medium w hat i t s  name 
s i g n i f i e s ,  b u t  n o t w hat i t  i s "  ( i . e .  n o t  i t s  e s s e n c e ) ,  "b ecau se  th e  q u e s t io n  
w hat i t  i s , fo llo w s  th e  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r i t  i s . B ut th e  names o f  God a r e  imposed
from  h i s  e f f e c t s .................. ; w h e re fo re  i n  d e m o n s tra tin g  God to  be  th ro u g h  e f f e c t ,  we
can  ta k e  f o r  th e  medium, w hat t h i s  name ’God' s i g n i f i e s .
"REPLY TO OBJECTION 3 : T hrough e f f e c t s  n o t p ro p o r t io n a te  t o  th e  c a u se , th e r e
can n o t b e  had p e r f e c t  know ledge o f  th e  c a u se , b u t  n e v e r th e le s s  from  w h a tso ev er
e f f e c t  i t  can  b e  m a n if e s t ly  d em o n stra ted  t o  u s  t h a t  th e  c a u se  i s ......................And th u s
from  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  God i t  can  b e  d em o n stra ted  t h a t  God i s ,  a lth o u g h  th ro u g h  them 
we can n o t p e r f e c t ly  know him  a c c o rd in g  to  h i s  e s s e n c e ."
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A. A moved-movent has not from it s e l f  the reason of i t s  ’move’ ; "but according
to  w hat i t  h a s  from  i t s e l f ,  i t  i s  n o t s u f f i c i e n t ,  h u t  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  o r  d e f i c i e n t .

B. But a  w hole s e r i e s  o f  m oved-m ovents i s  j u s t  a s  d e f i c i e n t  o r  i n s u f f i c i e n t  
f o r  1move' a s  i s  any s in g le  member o f  Hie s e r i e s .

a . F o r how soever f a r  h ack  th e  s e r i e s  h e  c a r r i e d ,  so f a r  h ack  i s  c a r r ie d  th e  
in s u f f i c i e n c y  o r d e f ic ie n c y ;  so t h a t  a  s u f f ic ie n c y  o r  s u f f i c i e n t  re a s o n  i s  n o t  
o b ta in e d ;

h . th e r e f o r e ,  i f  th e  s e r i e s  h e  c a r r i e d  h ack  u n to  i n f i n i t y ,  th e n  th e  in s u f f ic i e n c y  
o r  d e f ic ie n c y  i s  c a r r ie d  h ack  u n to  i n f i n i t y ;  so t h a t  a  s u f f ic ie n c y  o r  s u f f i c i e n t  
r e a s o n  i s  ex c luded .

C. T h e re fo re  th e  w hole s e r i e s ,  even  though  i n f i n i t e ,  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  ' move*, 
and d e f i c i e n t  i n  re g a rd  to  re a s o n  o f  ’move*.

D. B ut w ith o u t a  s u f f ic ie n c y  f o r  * move *, o r  w ith o u t a  re a s o n  o f  1move *, th e r e  i s  
no 'm ove*; f o r  n o th in g  i s  w ith o u t a re a s o n  o f  h e .

E. T h e re fo re  an i n f i n i t e  s e r i e s  o f  m oved-m ovents c o n ta in s  no *move*.

P. B ut a  s e r i e s  o f  m oved-m ovents c o n ta in in g  no ’move* i s  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  
and th e r e f o r e  im p o ss ib le ,  -  f o r  w ith o u t ’move' th e r e  i s  n e i t h e r  moved n o r 
m ovent.

G-. T h e re fo re  an i n f i n i t e  s e r i e s  o f  m oved-m ovents ( * p e r  s e ' s u b o rd in a te d )  i s  
s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y  and a c c o rd in g ly  im p o ss ib le ,

13. PACT OP MOVEMENT: T h a t th in g s  a r e  moved i s  m ost e v i d e n t :

A. P o r i t  i s  e v id e n t to  o u r s e n se s  t h a t  th e r e  i s :
a . L o ca l movement, a s  when a  h a l l  p a s s e s  a c ro s s  th e  f i e l d .
h . Q u a l i t a t i v e  movement, a s  when w a te r  becom es h o t .
c . Q u a n t i ta t iv e  movement, a s  when a  p la n t  o r  an im al grow s.

B. And i t  i s  e v id e n t to  o u r c o n sc io u sn e ss  t h a t  th e r e  i s  p sy c h ic  movement, a s  
when we p ass  from  no t-k n o w in g  som eth ing  to  know ing i t ,  o r  from  n o t d e s i r i n g  something 
to  d e s i r i n g  i t .

IT . ARGUMENT.

T h ings a re  moved. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .EXISTENTIAL PACT.
B u t th in g s  can n o t h e  moved u n le s s  God h e . ......................ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLE.
T h e re fo re  God i s ............ ...........................................  EXISTENTIAL CAUSE OP FACT.

MAJOR : C f. n . 13.

MINOR: T h in g s can n o t h e  moved u n le s s  th e r e  i s  an unmoved-m ovent.
B u t an  unmoved-movent i s  God.
T h e re fo re  th in g s  can n o t h e  moved u n le s s  God h e .

MINOR : C f. n . 11.

MAJOR: A th in g  can n o t h e  moved u n le s s  th e r e  b e  a  movent d i s t i n c t  from  i t .
B u t no th in g  i s  a  movent u n le s s :

e i t h e r  i t s e l f  h e  an unm oved-m ovent, '
o r  th e r e  h e  an unmoved-movent d i s t i n c t  from  i t .

T h e re fo re  a  th in g  can n o t h e  moved u n le s s  th e r e  h e  an unmoved-m ovent.

MAJOR: WHATEVER UNDERGOES MOVEMENT IS  MOVED BY ANOTHER ( c f .  n .4-).

MINOR: A th in g  can n o t h e  a movent u n le s s :
e i t h e r  i t s e l f  he  an unm oved-m ovent;
o r  i t  h e  a  moved-movent ' p e r  s e * su b o rd in a te d .

B u t i f  i t  he  a  moved-movent ' p e r  s e * s u b o rd in a te d , th e r e  i s  an 
unmoved-movent d i s t i n c t  from  i t .

T h e re fo re  a  th in g  canno t h e  a  movent u n l e s s : 
e i t h e r  i t s e l f  he  an unmoved-m ovent, 
o r  th e r e  h e  an  unmoved-movent d i s t i n c t  from  i t .



M a j o r :

� �

T h is  i s  e v id e n t from  th e  SUPREME PRINCIPLE:
a) f o r  ’unmoved1 and ’moved’ a r e  c o n t r a d i c t o r i l y  opposed ,
b )  so t h a t  th e r e  i s  no t h i r d  (PRINCIPLE OP THE EXCLUDED THIRD).

M ino r: I f  a  movent i s  a  moved -m ovent ’p e r  s e 1 s u b o rd in a te d , th e r e  i s  a
m ovent d i s t i n c t  from  i t ,  and i f  t h i s  movent i s  a  moved-movent 
’p er s e ' s u b o rd in a te ,  th e r e  i s  a n o th e r  movent d i s t i n c t  from  i t ,  

so t h a t  th e r e  i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  m oved-m ovents ’ p er s e * 
s u b o rd in a te d .

B ut a  s e r i e s  o f  m oved-m ovents ’ per s e ’ su b o rd in a te d  c a n n o t b e  
i n f i n i t e ,  b u t  b e fo re  i t  th e r e  m ust b e  a  unmoved-mo v e n t .  

T h e re fo re  i f  a  movent i s  a  moved-movent ’ p e r s e * s u b o rd in a te d , 
th e r e  i s  an unmoved-movent d i s t i n c t  from  i t .

M ajo r: WHATEVER UNDERGOES MOVEMENT IS  MOVED BY ANOTHER ( c f .  n . 4 ) .

M in o r: THERE CANNOT BE INFINITE REC-RESS IN MOVENTS 'PER SE* SUBORDINATED
(cf."  n . 12) .

I I I .  SIMPLE STATEMENT OF ARGUMENT.

T here  i s  movement i n  th e  w o rld , i . e .  th in g s  undergo movement.
B u t w h a tev e r u n dergoes movement i s  moved by  a  second . And i f  t h i s  

second i s  moved TO MOVE (n o t m ere ly  to  b e  o r  to  becom e) , i t  m ust 
b e  moved by  a  t h i r d ,  -  w hich m ust b e  i n  o rd e r  to  move; 
and i f  t h i s  t h i r d  i s  moved TO MOVE, i t  m ust b e  moved by a  f o u r th ,  

w h ich  m ust- b e  i n  o rd e r  to  move.
B u t t h i s  r e g r e s s  c a n n o t be  u n to  i n f i n i t y ,  b e c a u se  i f  t h e r e  i s  none 

t h a t  i s  and STARTS th e  s e r i e s ,  th e n  n e i t h e r  w i l l  th e r e  b e  any 
in te rm e d ia ry  m oven ts , n o r  w i l l  th e r e  b e  any movement.

T h e re fo re  th e r e  m ust b e  a  m ovent w hich STARTS movement, and th e r e f o r e  
i s  a PRIME MOVENT ITSELF UNMOVED.

B u t a  PRIME MOVENT ITSELF UNMOVED i s  GOD.
T h e re fo re  God i s .



PROOF FROM MOVEMENT THAT GOD IS.

1. PREAMBLES.

1. WHAT IS MOVEMENT: Movement:

A, According to its NOMINAL definition is PASSAGE FROM POTEN­
CY TO ACT (i.e . from canniness to doesyness, as from can-be-hot to does�
be -hot).

B. According fb REAL definition is THE ACT OF WHAT IS BEING�
ACTUALISED AS IT IS BEING ACTUALISED,

2, WHAT UNDERGOES MOVEMENT accordingly is WHAT IS PASSING
FROM POTENCY TO ACT, or WHAT IS BEING ACTUALISED.

3, "WHAT IS A MOVENT: A movent is  THAT WHICH BY ACTING EX­
ERTS INFLUENCE UNTO THE PASSING OF SOMETHING FROM

POTENCY TO ACT.

4. PRINCIPLE OF MOTION OR OF DISTINCT MOVENT: WHATEVER
UNDERGOES MOVEMENT IS MOVED BY ANOTHER.

A. This principle:
a. is  self-evident, that is , those natures (blocks of reality) which are�

the subject and the predicate, IF UNDERSTOOD, motivate, without any third�
term of comparison, their identification by the mind (i. e, cause the mind to�
affirm their identity);

b. but it is indirectly demonstrated by reduction of its contradictory�
to negation of the principle of non-contradiction.

B. This reduction is  enacted in an easily understood manner thus:

That which undergoes movement LACKS the be whereto it is�
moved (v. g, water as it is  undergoing heating lacks *be-hot*),�
for that which is  does not become; while that which moves�
HAS the be whereto it moves (v. g. the heater of the water has�
1 be-hot’), because something gives not what it has not.

But the same cannot together lack some be and have it.
Therefore the same cannot together, with respect to the same�

movement, be that which is undergoing movement and that�
which moves.

5. A MOVED MOVENT: Is that which, moved (by another), moves
(another), - as the staff, moved by the hand, moves the stone,

A. This is a subordinated movent.

B. But there are two modes of subordination (cf. nn. 6-7).

6. A MOVENT ,PER_SEI SUBORDINATED is  a movent which moves IN­
ASMUCH as itself is moved, i. e. it is subordinated formally as a�

movent, or IN MOVING.



2,

A. Thus it is  moved TO MOVE (as the staff is moved by the hand TO 
MOVE the stone).

B. Which means that it is  the conveyor of a motive influence derived 
to it from another movent whereby it is moved to move.

7. A MOVENT 1 PER ACCIDENS’ SUBORDINATED is  a movent, which, 
moved by another, moves another, but not INASMUCH as itself is 

moved, i. e. it is subordinated but not formally as a movent,

A. Thus a son, generated by his father, generates a grandson; but he, 
in being generated by his father, is moved to BE, not TO GENERATE (i, e„ 
hot TO MOVE the grandson from be-not to be).

B. Thus the son is  subordinated to his father AS REGARDS HIS OWN 
BECOME, - not as regards his moving of the grandson or the become 
of the grandson.

8. HENCE A SERIES OF MOVED MOVENTS 1 PER ACCIDENS* SUBOR­
DINATED is a series of movents wherein each subsequent movent is

subordinated to its antecedent only ’per accidens’ .

A. In other words, each intermediary member is not moved by the 
preceding member TO MOVE the subsequent member.

B. According to St. Thomas:
a. it is not apodictically demonstrated that such a series cannot admit 

infinite regress;
b. nor is proof that God is , based upon impossibility of infinite regress 

in such a series.

9. BUT A SERIES OF MOVED MOVENTS ’PER SB1 SUBORDINATED is 
a series wherein each subsequent movent is subordinated to its ante­

cedent ’per se*1.

A. In other words each member of the series is moved by the preced­
ing member TO MOVE the subsequent member.

B. Thus the staff moves the stone:
a. but the staff is moved by the hand to move the stone,
b„ while the hand is moved by the muscles of the arm to move the si af,
c. while these muscles are moved by the pertinent nerves to move the

hand,
d. while these nerves are moved by the cerebral motor centre to move 

the muscles,
e. while the celebral centre is  moved by the locomotive power to move 

the nerves,
f # while the locomotive power is moved by the sensitive appetite to 

move the cerebral centre,
g. while the sensitive appetite is moved by the will to move the loco­

motive power.

10o WHAT IS AN UNMOVED MOVENT: An unmoved movent accordingly
is a MOVENT WHICH MOVES WITHOUT BEING MOVED. Therefore

it is a PRIME MOVENT.
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carried the insufficiency or deficiency; so that a sufficiency or sufficient�
reason is not obtained;

b2. therefore, if the series be carried back unto infinity, then the in­
sufficiency or deficiency is carried back unto infinity; so that a sufficiency�
or sufficient reason is  excluded.

c. Therefore the whole series, even though infinite, is  insufficient�
for 1 move1, and deficient in regard to reason of 1 move1.

d. But without a sufficiency for 1 move1, or without a reason of 1 move1,�
there is no * move*; for nothing is without a reason of be.

e. Therefore an infinite series of movents ’per se’ subordinated
contains no ’ move1.

f. But a series of movents containing no 1 move’ is  self-contradictory,�
and therefore impossible, - for without 1 move1 there is  neither moved�
nor movent.

g. Therefore an infinite series of movents ’per se1 subordinated is �
self-contradictory and accordingly impossible.

B. The same is  manifest also thus:

a. Let it be supposed that with respect to some mobile which is moved,�
a series of movents ’per se ’ subordinated, regresses to infinity.

b. Then two mutually contradictory consequences follow:
b l. FIRST: movement occurs in the mobile (v. g, in  the stone).
b2. SECOND: movement does not occur in the mobile (v. g. in the

stone), because no motive influence is possessed by the proximate movent�
(v. g, by the staff).

b2a. For the proximate movent enjoys only motive influence conveyed�
to it by intermediary movents,

b2b. But intermediary movents are only conveyors of motive influence,�
not originants thereof.�

b2c. But if the series of intermediary movents regresses to infinity,�
an originant of motive influence is  excluded (i. e. there is no originant of�
motive influence), for all the movents beyond the proximate movent (v. g.�
the staff) are then intermediary (i. e, are mere conveyors).

b2d. But the members of an infinite series of mere conveyors without�
a motive influence to convey, convey no motive influence.

b2e. But then no motive influence is conveyed to the proximate�
movent {v.g. to the staff).

b2f. And thus the proximate movent has no motive influence,�
b2g. And therefore it does not move the mobile (v.g. the staff does�

not move the stone).
b2h. Therefore movement does not occur in the mobile (v.g. in the�

stone).

c. But a supposition from which follow two mutually contradictory�
consequences, is itself self-contradictory, and therefore is  a supposition�
of the impossible.

d. Therefore it is self-contradictory, and accordingly impossible,�
that a series of movents ’per se’ subordinated regress unto infinity.

13, FACT OF MOVEMENT: That things undergo movement is  most
evident:
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A. For it is  evident to our senses that there is:
a. Local movement, as when a ball passes across the field,
b. Qualitative movement, as when water becomes hot.
c. Quantitative movement, as when a plant or animal grows.

B. And it is  evident to our consciousness that there is psychic move­
ment, as when we pass from not-knowing something to knowing it, or from 
not desiring something to desiring it.

II. ARGUMENT.

Things undergo movement.................................... EXISTENTIAL FACT.
But things cannot undergo movement unless
God be ............................................     ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLE.
Therefore God i s .......................................................EXISTENTIAL CAUSE

OF FACT.
MAJOR: Cf. n. 13.

MINOR: Things cannot undergo movement unless there is a prime or
-----------  unmoved-mo vent.

But a prime or unmoved -movent is God.
Therefore things cannot undergo movement unless God be.

MINOR: Cf. n. 11.

MAJOR; A thing cannot undergo movement unless there be a movent
distinct from it.

But no thing is a movent unless:
either itself be a prime or unmoved-movent, 
or there be a prime or unmoved-movent distinct from it. 

Therefore a thing cannot undergo movement unless there be
a prime or unmoved-movent.

MAJOR: WHATEVER UNDERGOES MOVEMENT IS MOVED BY
ANOTHER (cf. n. 4).

MINOR: A thing cannot be a movent unless:
either itself be a prime or unmoved-movent; 
or it be a moved-movent 'per se' subordinated,

Eut if it be a moved-movent 'per se* subordinated, there is  a 
prime or unmoved-movent distinct from it.

Therefore a thing cannot be a movent unless: 
either itself be a prime or unmoved movent, 
or there be a prime or unmoved -movent distinct from it.

Major: This is evident from the SUPREME PRINCIPLE:
(a) for 'unmoved' and 'moved' are contradictorily opposed,
(b) so that there is  no third (PRINCIPLE OF THE EXCLUDED 

THIRD).

Minor: If a movent is  a moved-movent 'per se' subordinated, there is
a movent distinct from it, and if this movent is a moved- 
movent 'per se1 subordinate, there is another movent distinct 
from it, - so that there is  a series of moved-movents 'per 
se' subordinated.

But a series of moved -movents 'per se' subordinated cannot be 
infinite, but before it there must be a unmoved-movent (i, e.a
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