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DEDICATION
To the Immaculate Heart of Our Blessed Mother, Queen of Heaven 

and Earth, Mediatrix of our supernatural life, to St. Michael the Arch-
angel, Prince of the Supernatural Host in the combat against Satan, 
the first Naturalist, to St. Joseph, Protector of the Universal Church, to 
St. Joan of Arc, the Messenger of the Divine Plan for Order, and to St. 
Thérèse of the Child Jesus, this book is humbly and lovingly dedicated 
by the Author.

“Naturalism is more than a heresy: it is pure undiluted 
anti-Christianism. Heresy denies one or more dogmas; Naturalism de-
nies that there are any dogmas or that there can be any. Heresy alters 
more or less what God has revealed; Naturalism denies the very exis-
tence of revelation. It follows that the inevitable law and the obstinate 
passion of Naturalism is to dethrone Our Lord Jesus Christ and to 
drive Him from the world. This will be the task of Antichrist and it is 
Satan’s supreme ambition… The great obstacle to the salvation of the 
men of our day, as the Vatican Council points out in the first Consti-
tution on Doctrine, what hurls more people into hell nowadays than 
at any other epoch, is Rationalism or Naturalism… Naturalism strives 
with all its might to exclude Our Lord Jesus Christ, Our One Master 
and Savior, from the minds of men as well as from the daily lives and 
habits of peoples, in order to set up the reign of reason or of nature. 
Now, wherever the breath of Naturalism has passed, the very source 
of Christian life is dried up. Naturalism means complete sterility in 
regard to salvation and eternal life.” (The Kingship of Christ According to 
Cardinal Pie of Poitiers, pp. 57, 58).





Loreto Publication’s 
Introduction to 

Father Denis Fahey
When Jesus Christ, our King and Master, taught us how to pray to 

His Father and Our Father, he used the phrase “thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” In heaven God’s will is per-
fectly accomplished, but here on earth, fallen mankind cannot fulfill 
God’s will without the constant assistance of sanctifying grace commu-
nicated to the world through the sacraments of His church.

After the fall of Adam, a world perfectly ordered to God’s divine 
will was corrupted and dis-order became the ‘natural’ state of man-
kind and the created universe. It was the role of the Messias to re-or-
der this fallen world—to bring a new state of order to the world His 
Father had created. The means for establishing that order by which a 
fallen world may return to God is the Catholic church and the life of 
sanctifying grace. As Christians newly born into the life of grace—a 
‘supernatural’ state of being—we are all called to bring as much order 
to this world as is possible, all the while never forgetting that this 
world is in a fallen and corrupted state and that a ‘utopia’ is not possi-
ble here on earth. The Church of Christ is constantly opposed in this 
mission by all of the forces of ‘naturalism’ or dis-order, that is those 
forces opposed to the supernatural life of divine grace. It is the duty 
of all Christians of the Church Militant to battle against these forces. 

This calling of Christians to the battle for order was the motto of 
the pontificate of Pope Saint X. That motto was Instaurare Omnia in 



Christo, “to restore all things in Christ”, taken from Saint Paul’s letter 
to the Ephesians 1:10. The modern popes have frequently warned us of 
the dangers of ‘naturalism’, which denies the supernatural life of grace 
and militates against it, and they have called us to fight in our private 
and public lives against this pernicious error. No priest has heeded that 
call and risen to defend the supernatural life of grace as clearly and as 
vigorously as Father Denis Fahey. He truly understood, and explained 
why, there is no salvation outside the Catholic church, either for indi-
vidual persons or for the life of society and of nations.

A clear image of just what the life of a Christian in a society im-
bued from top to bottom with the social principles of Christ the King would 
be like, is not a widely shared understanding in much of the Christian 
world today, especially in America. We must remember that Christian-
ity is a religion of world conquest! We are called to conquer the world 
for Christ and to do all that we can to subdue persons and nations to 
His will. A Catholic undertakes this battle first within himself and then 
within his family. Soon the influence of many families begins to pervade 
the community and then the nation or state. If Christian people do not 
have the full picture in their mind of exactly what God’s Plan for Order 
in this world would look like in its accomplishment, then they can have 
no long-term strategy for victory and little hope of achieving it. We have 
all of the tools required and all of the powers of heaven backing us. Let us 
take into our hearts and our minds the full plan and its potential for the 
realization of peace in the world and Christ the King of heaven and earth 
will bless our efforts. This was the permanent admonition of Fr. Fahey.

Father Fahey was a seminarian and was ordained in Rome during 
the pontificate of Pius X. The young priest was deeply influenced and 
inspired by that pope. When he penned a short Apologia for his work, 
Father Fahey expressed his vocation in this fashion: 

“When in Rome I began to realize more fully the real sig-
nificance of the history of the world, as the account of the 
acceptance and rejection of Our Lord’s Program for Order. I 
used to ask permission to remain at the Confession of St. Peter, 
while the other scholastics went round the basilica.

“I spent the time there going over the history of the world, 
and I repeatedly promised Saint Peter that if I ever got the 



chance, I would teach the truth about his Master in the way he 
and his successors, the Roman Pontiffs, wanted it done. That is 
what I have striven to do and am doing.”

Father Fahey not only clarified, explained, taught, and defended 
‘Our Lord’s Program for Order’ in the world, he also actively fought 
and exposed the persons who were the enemies of that order. Because 
he did so, he has often been called ‘negative’ or ‘anti-Semitic’, or ‘much 
too concerned with Masonic conspiracies’. These are the pathetic terms 
of opprobrium hurled with such energy by those enemies of Christ 
whose plans he has effectively opposed. But in this he was in good 
company with St. Louis Marie de Montfort and Our Lady, who ap-
pears ‘terrible as an army set in battle array’ to the enemies of her divine 
son.

Listen to the words of St. Louis Marie as he stresses the two func-
tions of our Blessed Mother, the positive one of making Our Lord 
known, and the negative one of making war upon His enemies. 

Mary must be manifested more than ever by her mercy, her 
power and her grace in these latter times; by her mercy, bringing 
back and lovingly welcoming the poor strayed sinners who will 
be converted and will return to the Catholic Church; by her  
power, against the enemies of God, idolaters, schismatics, Mo-
hammedans, Jews, and men hardened in impiety, who will rise 
in terrible revolt to seduce all those who oppose them and to 
make them fall by promises and threats; she must also be made 
manifest by her grace animating and sustaining the valiant sol-
diers and faithful servants of Jesus Christ, who shall battle for 
His interests.

And lastly, Mary must be terrible to the devil and his minis-
ters, as an army in battle array, principally in these latter times, 
because the devil knowing that he has but little time, and now 
less than ever, to damn souls, will every day redouble his efforts 
and his combats. He will before long raise up cruel persecu-
tions and will lay terrible snares for the faithful servants and 
true children of Mary whom he finds more difficult to conquer 
than the others.



Loreto Publications is committed to re-issuing all of the previously 
published works of Fr. Fahey and making them available to a much 
wider audience. The works of Fr. Fahey are critically important for 
Catholics to read, understand, and disseminate in our day when the 
forces of ‘organized naturalism’ or ‘anti-supernaturalism’ seem to be 
rampaging triumphantly through the Church and the world today. 
Arm yourselves for the battle!

Loreto Publications intends to publish the 
following works of Fr. Denis Fahey:

Mental Prayer According to the Teaching of Saint Thomas Aquinas 
(1927)

The Kingship of Christ According to the Principles of Saint Thomas 
Aquinas (1931)

The Mystical Body of Christ in the Modern World (1935)
* The Rulers of Russia (1938)
* The Workingmen’s Guilds of the Middle Ages (1943)
(A translation of the work by Dr. Godefroid Kurth C.S.G.)
* The Kingship of Christ and Organized Naturalism (1943)
* Money Manipulation and the Social Order (1944)
The Mystical Body of Christ (1945)
The Mystical Body of Christ and the Reorganization of Society 

(1945)
* The Tragedy of James Connolly (1947)
* The Rulers of Russia and the Russian Farmers (1948)
The Kingship of Christ and the Conversion of the Jewish Nation 

(1953)
The Church and Farming (1953)
The Duties of the Catholic State in Regard to Religion (1954) (A 

translation of the work by Cardinal Alfredo Ottaviani)
* Currently available from Loreto



Editor’s notes

Loreto’s editions of the works of Father Fahey have been newly 
typeset and updated with some changes to the original text. The alter-
ations are as follows:

1. We have changed the spelling of many words to match modern 
American spelling rules. Some examples are: neighbor for neighbour, 
show for shew, labor for labour, realize for realise, mold for mould, 
program for programme, etc. 

2. We have made use of current punctuation and capitalization 
rubrics. 

3. We have made a few minor corrections of typographical errors 
in the original texts but have NOT altered the words of Fr. Fahey nor 
made any deletions.

4. We have made uniform the notations of scripture references in 
the currently accepted fashion. For example, we use Mt. 24: 6–9 in-
stead of Matt. xxiv 6, 7, 8, 9.





Dedication

Introduction to Father Fahey

The Program of Christ and the Plans 
of Satan:
Church and State
The Indirect Power of the Church
Marriage
Education
Private Property
Monetary System
Submission to the Blessed Trinity with Christ in 
Holy Mass, in view of Christ’s Program for Order

The Kingship of Christ in its Integrity: The Di-
vine Plan for Ordered Social life

Organized Opposition to the Kingship of Christ 
and to our Supernatural life: The Organized 
Forces —The Invisible Organized Force, Satan 
and His Fellow Demons

The Organized Naturalism of the Jewish Nation: 
The Oneness of the Divine Plan for Order—Con-
sequences of the Jewish Nation’s Rejection of the 
Supernatural Messias—Jewish Naturalism—The 
Primary Allegiance of the Jews—Contrasting 
Programs

The Naturalism of Freemasonry: Naturalism and 
Supernaturalism—The Naturalism of Freemason-
ry according to the Papal Encyclicals (The Encyc-
lical Letter, Humanum Genus; Some References 

Chapter I

Chapter II

Chapter III

Chapter IV

Chapter V

iii

v

1

31

35

41

53

Table of Contents



95

119

139

141

Chapter VI

Chapter VII

Appendix I

Appendix II

to Secret Societies in later Papal Documents)—
The Naturalism of Freemasonry from Anderson’s 
Constitutions—Contrasting Programs 

An Outline of the Theology of History: Acceptance 
of the Divine Plan for Order in the Thirteenth 
Century—The Lutheran Revolt against the 
Divine Plan for Order—Political Consequences of 
the Protestant Revolt—Economic Consequences 
of the Protestant Revolt—The Significance of 
the French Revolution of 1789—Some National 
Reactions

The Kingship of Christ and the Duty of Catholics: 
Pope Pius XI and the Duty of Catholics—
Cardinal Pie of Poitiers and the Kingship of 
Christ—Solidarity of Catholics as Members of 
Christ—Catholics and the Naturalism of the 
Jewish Nation—The Jewish State—Catholics 
and the Naturalism of Freemasonry—The Need 
for Union among Catholics

List of the Supreme Councils of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry

Biography of Father Fahey



CHAPTER I

The Program of Christ and 
The Plans of Satan

Firstly

Our Lord’s Mystical Body, 
the Catholic church, supernat-
ural and supranational, which 
all states and nations are called 
upon to acknowledge, has been 
established by God as the one 
way for the ordered return of 
human beings to him. Into it all 
men of all nations are called to 
enter as his members. “Men liv-
ing together in society are under 
the power of God no less than 
individuals are, and society, not 
less than individuals, owes grat-
itude to God, who gave it being 
and maintains it, and whose ev-
er-bounteous goodness enriches 
it with countless blessings. Since, 

Firstly

Satan aims at preventing the 
acknowledgement by states and 
nations of the Catholic church as 
the one way established by God 
for ordered return to him. When 
this acknowledgement has been 
brought about in spite of his ef-
forts and those of his satellites, 
he strives to get it undone and to 
induce the state to persecute the 
Catholic church. The first step to-
wards this is to get all religions, 
including the Jewish religion, put 
on the same level as the Catholic 
church. The granting of full citi-
zenship to the Jews, who, as a na-
tion, are engaged in preparing for 
the natural Messias, tends in the 

Our Lord’s Program for Order 
may be outlined as follows:

Satan’s Plans for Disorder may 
be outlined as follows:
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then, no one is allowed to be re-
miss in the service due to God…
we are bound absolutely to wor-
ship God in that way which he 
has shown to be his will…

It cannot be difficult to find 
out which is the true religion, if 
only it be sought with an earnest 
and unbiased mind; for proofs are 
abundant and striking…From all 
these (proofs) it is evident that 
the only true religion is the one 
established by Jesus Christ him-
self, and which he committed to 
his church to protect and propa-
gate.” (Leo XIII, Encyclical Let-
ter, Immortale Dei, On the Chris-
tian Constitution of States).

“Justice therefore forbids, and 
reason itself forbids, the state to 
be godless; or to adopt a line of 
action which would end in god-
lessness—namely, to treat the 
various religions (as they call 
them) alike, and to bestow upon 
them promiscuously equal rights 
and privileges. Since, then, the 
profession of one religion is nec-
essary in the state, that religion 
must be professed which alone 
is true, and which can be rec-
ognized without difficulty, espe-
cially in Catholic states, because 
the marks of truth are, as it were, 
engraven upon it” (Leo XIII, En-

same direction. This putting of all 
religions on the same level is usu-
ally called in the newspapers “sep-
aration of church and state”. (Cf. 
Accounts of Revolutions from the 
French Revolution of 1789 to the 
Spanish Revolution of 1931).

Satan spreads perplexity and 
disorder in minds by confusing 
the false tolerance of liberalism, 
by which equal rights are granted 
to truth and error, with the true 
tolerance of the Catholic church. 
“As to tolerance,” writes Leo XIII 
(Encyclical Letter, Libertas, On 
Human Liberty), “it is surprising 
how far removed from the equi-
ty and prudence of the church 
are those who profess what is 
called liberalism. For, in allowing 
that boundless license of which 
We have spoken, they exceed all 
limits and end at last by making 
no apparent distinction between 
truth and error, honesty and dis-
honesty…it is contrary to reason 
that error and truth should have 
equal rights…For right is a moral 
power which it is absurd to sup-
pose that nature has accorded in-
differently to truth and falsehood, 
justice and injustice.”

“The church,” writes the same 
learned Pontiff (Encyclical Letter, 
Immortale Dei, On the Christian 

(Our Lord’s Program) (Satan’s Aim)
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cyclical Letter, Libertas, On Hu-
man Liberty).

“By degrees the religion of 
Christ was put on the same lev-
el with false religions and placed 
ignominiously in the same cate-
gory with them” (Pius XI, Encyc-
lical Letter, Quas Primas, On the 
Kingship of Christ).

Pope Pius XI condemned 
separation of church and state 
more than once. In the Encycli-
cal, On Christian Marriage, he 
praised the Italian Matrimonial 
law and the solemn Convention 
entered into between the Holy 
See and the Kingdom of Ita-
ly and then added: “This might 
well be a striking example to all 
of how, even in this our own day 
(in which, sad to say, the abso-
lute separation of the civil pow-
er from the church, and indeed 
from every religion, is so often 
taught), the one supreme author-
ity can be united and associated 
with the other without detriment 
to the rights and supreme power 
of either, thus protecting Chris-
tian parents from pernicious evils 
and menacing ruin.”

Again the same Pontiff writes 
as follows: “It is assuredly with no 
small grief We learn that the leg-
islators have openly declared that 

Constitution of States), “deems 
it unlawful to place the various 
forms of divine worship on the 
same footing as the true religion, 
but does not on that account, 
condemn those rulers, who for 
the sake of securing some great 
good or of hindering some great 
evil, patiently allow custom or us-
age to be a kind of sanction for 
each kind of religion having its 
place in the state. And, in fact, 
the church is wont to take ear-
nest heed that no one shall be 
forced to embrace the Catholic 
Faith against his will.” Satan also 
spreads perplexity and disorder in 
minds by introducing confusion 
between anti-Semitism, which is 
the detestable hatred of the Jews 
as a race, and the duty incumbent 
upon Catholics of combating val-
iantly for the integral rights of 
Christ the King and opposing Jew-
ish naturalism. We see this clearly 
in the following quotation from 
the Jewish writer Bernard Lazare: 
“The Jew is the living testimony 
of the disappearance of the state 
based on theological principles, 
that state which the anti-Semites 
hope to restore. From the day a 
Jew first occupied a public posi-
tion, the Christian state was in 
danger. That is perfectly accurate 

(Our Lord’s Program) (Satan’s Aim)
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the state has no religion, and that 
they have accordingly confirmed 
and ratified what the Constitu-
tion of the Spanish government 
has already unjustly laid down, 
namely, the separation of civil so-
ciety from the church. To avoid 
dwelling too long on this matter, 
We do not wish to point out at 
too great length what a grievous 
error they commit who hold that 
such a separation is licit and wor-
thy of approval, especially since 
it is a question of a nation almost 
all of whose citizens glory in the 
name of Catholic. Indeed, if the 
matter is examined closely, this 
iniquitous separation, as We have 
more than once indicated, is the 
necessary consequence of the 
theories of the Laicists” (Encycli-
cal Letter, On the Persecution of 
the Church in Spain).

Pope Leo XIII stressed the 
same divine principle. “The main 
factor in bringing things to this 
happy state were the ordinances 
and decrees of your synods, es-
pecially of those which in more 
recent times were convened and 
confirmed by the authority of the 
Apostolic See. But, moreover (a 
fact which it gives pleasure to ac-
knowledge), thanks are due to the 
equity of the laws which obtain 

and the anti-Semites who say that 
the Jews have destroyed the cor-
rect idea of the state could more 
justly assert that the entrance of 
the Jews into Christian Society 
has symbolized the destruction of 
the state, I mean, of course, the 
Christian state.” (L’Antisemitisme, 
p. 361).

Satan wants us to forget that 
there is one true religion, the su-
pernatural religion established by 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, true God 
and true Man. He wants us also 
to lose sight of the fact that there 
are organized forces working for 
the advent of the natural Messias.

“By the fact that the indis-
criminate freedom of all forms 
of worship is proclaimed, truth 
is confused with error, and the 
holy and immaculate Spouse of 
Christ is placed on the same level 
as heretical sects and even as Jew-
ish perfidy” (Pius VII, Letter, Post 
tam diuturnas).

Satan has not left us in doubt 
about his enthusiasm for the Dec-
laration of the Rights of Man 
and the principles of the French 
Revolution of 1789. “Long live 
Liberty, Equality, Fraternity! That 
is the favorable time for us” are 
amongst the expressions used by 
the possessed children of Illfurt, 

(Our Lord’s Program) (Satan’s Aim)
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in America and to the customs of 
your well-ordered Republic. For 
the church amongst you, unop-
posed by the Constitution and 
government of your nation, fet-
tered by no hostile legislation, 
protected against violence by the 
common laws and the impartial-
ity of the tribunals, is free to live 
and act without hindrance. Yet, 
though all this is true, it would 
be very erroneous to draw the 
conclusion that in America is to 
be sought the type of the most 
desirable status of the church, 
or that it would be universally 
lawful or expedient for state and 
church to be, as in America, sep-
arated and divorced” (Encyclical 
Letter, Longinque Oceani, On 
Catholicity in the United States).

Secondly
And as a consequence, states 

and nations are called upon to 
acknowledge the right of the 
Catholic church, by the voice 
of the Pope and Bishops, to de-
cide what favors or hinders our 
most real life, namely, our life as 
members of Christ. This right of 
the Catholic church is known as 
the indirect power. It belongs to 
the Catholic church as the sole 
divinely-appointed guardian of 

Alsace. (Cf. The Devil, his words 
and actions in the possessed chil-
dren of Illfurt—from the official 
documents).

Secondly
Satan aims at getting states 

and nations to treat with con-
tempt the indirect power of the 
Catholic church and at setting up 
the state or the race as the author-
ity to decide all moral questions. 
He knows that this means the 
abrogation of the moral law and 
that it leads to chaos.

“To create this atmosphere of 
lasting peace, neither peace trea-
ties nor the most solemn pacts, 

(Our Lord’s Program) (Satan’s Aim)
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the whole moral law, natural and 
revealed.

“The church of Christ is the 
true and sole teacher of virtue 
and guardian of morals” (Leo 
XIII, Encyclical Letter, Immor-
tale Dei, On the Christian Con-
stitution of States).

“The Lord Jesus reigns in civil 
society…when the church holds 
that position of dignity which 
was allotted to her by her divine 
author, that of a perfect society, 
mistress and guide of all other 
societies” (Pope Pius XI, Encyc-
lical Letter, Ubi Arcano, On the 
Peace of Christ in the Kingdom 
of Christ).

“If the natural law enjoins 
upon us to love devotedly and 
to defend the country that gave 
us birth, and in which we were 
brought up, so that every good 
citizen hesitates not to face death 
for his native land, very much 
more is it the urgent duty of 
Christians to be ever animated 
by like sentiments towards the 
church. For the church is the 
Holy City of the Living God, 
born of God himself, and by him 
built up and established. There-
fore, we are bound to love dearly 
the country whence we have re-
ceived the means of enjoyment 

nor international meetings or 
conferences, nor even the noblest 
and most disinterested efforts of 
any statesman will be enough, 
unless in the first place are rec-
ognized the sacred rights of nat-
ural and divine law. No leader 
in public economy, no power of 
organization will ever be able to 
bring social conditions to a peace-
ful solution, unless the moral law, 
based on God and conscience, 
first triumphs in the field of eco-
nomics itself. This is the under-
lying value of every value in the 
political life as well as in the eco-
nomic life of nations” (Pius XI, 
Encyclical Letter, Caritate Chris-
ti Compulsi, On the Troubles of 
Our Time).

“He who takes the race, or the 
people, or the state, or the form 
of government, the bearers of the 
power of the state or other funda-
mental elements of human soci-
ety—which in the temporal order 
of things have an essential and 
honorable place—out of the sys-
tem of their earthly valuation and 
makes them the ultimate norm of 
all, even of religious values, and 
deifies them with an idolatrous 
worship, perverts and falsifies 
the order of things created and 
commanded by God” (Pius XI, 

(Our Lord’s Program) (Satan’s Aim)
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this mortal life affords, but we 
have a much more urgent obliga-
tion to love, with ardent love, the 
church to which we owe the life 
of the soul, a life that will endure 
forever” (Leo XIII, Encyclical 
Letter, Sapientiæ Christiana, On 
the Chief Duties of Christians as 
Citizens). “Christ instituted in 
the church a living, authoritative, 
and permanent teaching author-
ity, which he strengthened by his 
own power, taught by the Spirit 
of Truth, and confirmed by mir-
acles. He willed and ordered, un-
der the gravest penalties that its 
teachings should be received as 
if they were his own” (Leo XIII, 
Encyclical Letter, Satis Cognitum, 
On the Unity of the Church).

“In defining the limits of the 
obedience owed to the pastors 
of souls,” writes Pope Leo XIII, 

“but most of all to the authority 
of the Roman Pontiff, it must 
not be supposed that it is only 
to be yielded in relation to dog-
mas of which the obstinate deni-
al cannot be disjoined from the 
crime of heresy. Nay further, it is 
not enough sincerely and firm-
ly to assent to doctrines which, 
though not defined by any sol-
emn pronouncement of the 
church, are by her proposed to 

The Persecution of the Church in 
Germany).

Lured on by Satan, men talk 
of restoring order in the world in 
defiance of or without the help of 
Christ and his church. This will 
only lead to greater chaos: “No 
human institution exists which 
can impose upon the nations an 
international code, adapted to the 
present time, similar to the one 
which in the Middle Ages, ruled 
that society of nations which 
was known as Christendom.”…
But there is a divine institution, 
which can guarantee the sanctity 
of the law of nations, an institu-
tion which embracing all nations 
and transcending them, is en-
dowed with supreme authority 
and evokes veneration through 
its plenary powers of rule—the 
church of Christ” (Pius XI, En-
cyclical Letter, Ubi Arcano, On 
the Peace of Christ in the King-
dom of Christ).

Satan tries to persuade young 
people that the church is opposed 
to the form of civil government 
they prefer. This is not true. “Of 
the various governments, the 
church does not reject any that 
are fitted to procure the welfare of 
the subject; she wishes only—and 
this nature itself requires—that 

(Our Lord’s Program) (Satan’s Aim)
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belief, as divinely revealed in her 
common and universal teaching 
and which the Vatican Council 
declared are to be believed with 
Catholic and divine faith.

“But this likewise must be reck-
oned amongst the duties of Chris-
tians, that they allow themselves 
to be ruled and directed by the 
authority and leadership of their 
bishops, and above all of the Apos-
tolic See… Wherefore it belongs 
to the Pope to judge authoritative-
ly what things the sacred oracles 
contain, as well as what doctrines 
are in harmony, and what in dis-
agreement, with them; and also 
for the same reason to show forth 
what things are to be accepted as 
right, and what to be rejected as 
worthless; what it is necessary to 
do and what to avoid doing, in 
order to attain eternal salvation. 
For otherwise, there would be no 
sure interpreter of the commands 
of God, nor would there be any 
safe guide showing man the way 
he should live…

From God has the duty been 
assigned to the church not only 
to interpose resistance, if at times 
the state rule should run counter 
to religion, but, further, to make 
a strong endeavor that the power 
of the Gospel may pervade the 

they should be constituted with-
out involving wrong to anyone 
and especially without violating 
the rights of the church” (Leo 
XIII, Encyclical Letter, Libertas, 
On Human Liberty).

He tries to persuade them also 
that the Catholic church is op-
posed to all efforts for a country’s 
independence. This also is false. 
“Neither does the church con-
demn those who, if it can be done 
without violation of justice, wish 
to make their country indepen-
dent of any foreign or despotic 
power. Nor does she blame those 
who wish to secure to the state 
the power of self-government, 
and to its citizens the greatest 
possible measure of prosperity” 
(Leo XIII, Encyclical Letter, Lib-
ertas, On Human Liberty). The 
church, of course, condemns all 
secret societies which are Satan’s 
happy hunting grounds: “As Our 
Predecessors have many times re-
peated, let no man think that he 
may for any reason whatsoever 
join the Masonic sect, if he values 
his Catholic name and his eter-
nal salvation as he ought to value 
them. Let no one be deceived by 
a pretense of honesty. It may seem 
to some that Freemasons demand 
nothing that is openly contrary 
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laws and institutions of the na-
tions. And inasmuch as the des-
tiny of the state depends mainly 
on the disposition of those who 
are at the head of affairs, it fol-
lows that the church cannot give 
countenance or favor to those 
whom she knows to be imbued 
with a spirit of hostility to her; 
who refuse openly to respect her 
rights; who make it their aim 
and purpose to tear asunder the 
alliance that should, by the very 
nature of things, connect the in-
terests of religion with those of 
the state. On the contrary, she is 
(as she is bound to be) the up-
holder of those who are them-
selves imbued with the right way 
of thinking as to the relations 
between church and state, and 
who strive to make them work in 
perfect accord for the common 
good. These precepts contain the 
abiding principle by which every 
Catholic should shape his con-
duct in regard to public life” (Leo 
XIII, Encyclical Letter, Sapientiæ 
Christiane, On the Chief Duties 
of Christians as Citizens).

Thirdly
The unity and indissolubility 

of Christian Marriage symbol-
ize the union of Christ and his 

to religion and morality; but, as 
the whole principle and object of 
the sect lies in what is vicious and 
criminal, to join with these men 
or in any way to help them can-
not be lawful” (Leo XIII, Encyc-
lical Letter, Humanum Genus, On 
Freemasonry).

Thirdly
Satan aims at undermining 

Christian family life, directly by 
the introduction of divorce and 
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Mystical Body. This is the foun-
dation of the Christian Family. 
Our Lord wants his members to 
cultivate purity and honor vir-
ginity, under the guidance of his 
Immaculate Mother.

“If we wish with all reverence 
to inquire into the intimate rea-
son of the divine decree (of the 
indissolubility of marriage), we 
shall easily see it in the mystical 
signification of Christian Mar-
riage…For, as the Apostle says 
in his Epistle to the Ephesians 
(5:32), the marriage of Christians 
recalls that most perfect union 
which exists between Christ and 
the church, which union, as 
long as Christ shall live and the 
church through him, can never 
be dissolved by any separation.

“God wishes men to be born 
not only that they may live and 
fill the earth, but much more that 
they may be worshippers of God, 
that they may know him and 
love him and finally enjoy him 
for ever in heaven; and this end, 
since man is raised by God in a 
marvelous way to the supernat-
ural order, surpasses all that eye 
hath seen, and ear heard, and all 
that hath entered into the heart 
of man. From which it is easily 
seen how great a gift of divine 

indirectly by the propagation of 
immorality. The attack on the 
moral law may be launched un-
der the pretext of the interests 
of the race. Satan hates the pure, 
especially the Immaculate Queen 
of Heaven.

“Oh! if only your country 
(the United States) had come to 
know from the experience of oth-
ers, rather than from examples at 
home, of the accumulation of ills 
which derive from the plague of 
divorce!…The consequences of 
this evil have been thus described 
by Pope Leo XIII in words whose 
truth cannot be gainsaid: “Be-
cause of divorce the nuptial con-
tract becomes subject to fickle 
whim; affection is weakened; 
pernicious incentives are given 
to conjugal infidelity; the care 
and education of offspring are 
harmed; the seeds of discord are 
sown among families, the dignity 
of woman is lessened and brought 
down, and she runs the risk of be-
ing deserted after she has served 
her husband as an instrument of 
pleasure. And since it is true that 
for the ruin of the family and the 
undermining of the state, noth-
ing is so powerful as the corrup-
tion of morals, it is easy to see 
that divorce is most injurious to 
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goodness and how remarkable 
a fruit of marriage are children 
born by the omnipotent power 
of God through the co-operation 
of those bound in wedlock.

“But Christian parents must 
also understand that they are des-
tined not only to propagate and 
preserve the human race on earth, 
indeed not only to educate any 
kind of worshippers of the true 
God, but children who are to 
become members of the church 
of Christ, to raise up fellow-cit-
izens of the saints, and members 
of God’s household that the wor-
shippers of God and Our Savior 
may daily increase…It is theirs 
to offer their offspring to the 
church in order that, by this most 
fruitful Mother of the children 
of God, they may be regenerat-
ed through the laver of Baptism 
unto supernatural justice and fi-
nally be made living members of 
Christ, partakers of immortal life, 
and heirs of that eternal glory to 
which we all aspire from our in-
most heart…

“All these things, however, 
Venerable Brethren, depend in 
large measure on the due prepa-
ration, remote and proximate, of 
the parties for marriage. For it 
cannot be denied that the basis 

the prosperity of families and of 
states” (Encyclical Letter, Arca-
num)…Marriages, in which one 
or the other party does not accept 
the Catholic teaching or has not 
been baptized, as is clear to you 
from wide experience, are rare-
ly happy and usually occasion 
grave loss to the Catholic church” 
(Pius XII, Encyclical Letter to the 
American Hierarchy, 1939).

“The naturalists and Free-
masons, having no faith in those 
things which we have learned by 
the revelation of God, deny that 
our first parents sinned, and con-
sequently think that free will is 
not at all weakened and inclined 
to evil…

“Wherefore we see that men 
are publicly tempted by the many 
allurements of pleasure; that there 
are journals and pamphlets with 
neither moderation nor shame; 
that stage plays are remarkable for 
license; that designs for works of art 
are shamelessly sought in the laws 
of so-called realism; that the con-
trivances for a soft and delicate life 
are most carefully devised; and that 
all the allurements of pleasure by 
which virtue may be lulled to sleep 
are diligently brought into play” 
(Leo XIII, Encyclical Letter, Hu-
manum Genus, On Freemasonry).
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of a happy wedlock, and the ruin 
of an unhappy one, is prepared 
and set in the souls of boys and 
girls during the period of child-
hood and adolescence. There is 
danger that those who before 
marriage sought in all things 
what was theirs, who indulged 
even their impure desires, will 
be in the married state what they 
were before, that they will reap 
that which they have sown; in-
deed within the home there will 
be sadness, lamentation, mutual 
contempt, strifes, estrangements, 
weariness of common life, and, 
worst of all, such parties will find 
themselves left alone with their 
own unconquered passions. Let, 
then, those who are about to en-
ter on married life approach that 
state well disposed and well pre-
pared, so that they will be able, as 
far as they can, to help each other 
in sustaining the vicissitudes of 
life, and yet more in attending 
to their eternal salvation and in 
forming the inner man unto the 
fullness of the age of Christ…

“The religious character of 
marriage, its sublime significa-
tion of grace and the union be-
tween Christ and the church, ev-
idently requires that those about 
to marry should show a holy rev-

“Satan rejoices at efforts to 
encourage illegitimacy, on the 
plea of the needs of the race, and 
at efforts to corrupt the young. 
“Every use of the faculty given 
by God for the procreation of 
new life is the right and the priv-
ilege of the marriage state alone, 
by the law of God and of nature, 
and must be confined absolutely 
within the sacred limits of that 
state…For now, alas, not secret-
ly nor under cover, but openly, 
with all sense of shame put aside, 
now by word, again by writings, 
by theatrical productions of ev-
ery kind, by romantic fiction, by 
amorous and frivolous novels, 
by cinematographs portraying in 
vivid scene, in addresses broadcast 
on the radio, in short, by all the 
inventions of modern science, the 
sanctity of marriage is trampled 
upon and derided; divorce, adul-
tery, all the basest vices are either 
extolled or at least are depicted 
in such colors as to appear to be 
free of all reproach and infamy. 
Books are not lacking which…to 
the number of antiquated opin-
ions, relegate the traditional doc-
trine of Christian marriage. These 
thoughts are instilled into men of 
every class, rich and poor, masters 
and workers, lettered and un-
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erence towards it, and zealously 
endeavor to make their marriage 
approach as nearly as possible to 
the archetype of Christ and the 
church. They, therefore, who 
rashly and heedlessly contract 
mixed marriages, from which the 
maternal love and providence of 
the church dissuades her children 
for very sound reasons, fail con-
spicuously in this respect, some-
times with danger to their eternal 
salvation” (Pius XI, Encyclical 
Letter, Casti Connubii. On Chris-
tian Marriage).

Fourthly
Our Lord wants children ed-

ucated as members of his Mysti-
cal Body, so that they may be able 
to look at everything, nationality 
included, from that standpoint, 
and observe the order following 
therefrom in relation to God, 
themselves, and others. Thus is 
true personality developed.

“For the mere fact that a 
school gives some religious in-
struction (often extremely stint-
ed), does not bring it into accord 
with the rights of the church and 
of the Christian family, or make 
it a fit place for Catholic students. 
To be this, it is necessary that 
all the teaching and the whole  

lettered, married and single, the 
godly and godless, old and young, 
but for these last, as easiest prey, 
the worst snares are laid” (Pius XI, 
Encyclical Letter, Casti Connubii, 
On Christian Marriage).

Fourthly
Satan aims at impeding or, 

if possible, preventing altogether 
the education of young people of 
both sexes as members of Christ. 
He will favor the Lutheran 
sectioning off of the Christian 
from the citizen (or national) and 
will endeavor to get educators to 
strive for success in examinations 
or in games irrespective of the 
ordered formation of Christ’s 
members. He will endeavor to 
get Catholics thus badly educated 
into Secret Societies, such as 
Freemasonry, in order to give 
them a naturalistic formation 
and induce them to turn against 
the Religious Orders of the 
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organization of the school and its 
teachers, syllabus and text books 
in every branch, be regulated by 
the Christian spirit, under the di-
rection and maternal supervision 
of the church; so that religion 
may be in very truth the foun-
dation and crown of the youth’s 
entire training; and this in every 
grade of school, not only the el-
ementary, but the intermediate 
and higher institutions of learn-
ing as well. To use the words of 
Leo XIII: ‘It is necessary not only 
that religious instruction be giv-
en to the young at fixed times, 
but also that every other subject 
taught, be permeated with Chris-
tian piety. If this is wanting, if 
this sacred atmosphere does not 
pervade and warm the hearts of 
masters and scholars alike, little 
good can be expected from any 
kind of learning, and consider-
able harm will often be the con-
sequence…’ (Encyclical Letter, 
Militantis Ecclesia, Aug. 1, 1897)” 
(Pope Pius XI, Encyclical Letter, 
Divini Illius Magistri, On the 
Christian Education of Youth). 

“When one thinks of the havoc 
wrought in the souls of youth 
and of childhood, of the loss of 
innocence so often suffered in 
the motion picture theatres, there 

Catholic church and against 
Catholic education generally.

Satan uses every effort to low-
er the ideals of future priests and 
educators and to corrupt the fu-
ture mothers of families: “Let us 
spread vice broadcast among the 
multitude. Let them breathe it 
through their five senses, let them 
drink it in and become saturat-
ed with it…Make men’s hearts 
corrupt and vicious and you will 
have no more Catholics. Draw 
away priests from their work, 
from the altar, and from the prac-
tice of virtue. Strive skilfully to 
fill their minds and occupy their 
time with other matters…Recent-
ly one of our friends, laughing at 
our projects, said to us: ‘To over-
come the Catholic Church, you 
must begin by suppressing the fe-
male sex.’ There is a certain sense 
in which the words are true; but 
since we cannot suppress wom-
an, let us corrupt her along with 
the Church…The best poniard 
with which to wound the Church 
mortally is corruption” (Instruc-
tions of the Italian Masonic Alta 
Vendita in L’Eglise Romaine en face 
de la Revolution, by Crétineau-Jo-
ly, Vol. II, pp. 128–129).

“Everyone knows what dam-
age is done to the soul by bad mo-
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comes to mind the terrible con-
demnation pronounced by Our 
Lord upon the corrupters of little 
ones: ‘Whosoever shall scandal-
ize one of these little ones who 
believe in me, it were better for 
him that a millstone be hanged 
about his neck and that he be 
drowned in the depths of the 
sea,” (Mt. 18:6)…From time to 
time, the Bishops will do well to 
remind the motion picture indus-
try that, amid the cares of their 
pastoral ministry, they are under 
obligation to interest themselves 
in every form of decent and 
healthy recreation, because they 
are responsible before God for 
the moral welfare of their people 
even during their time of leisure…
Above all, all pastors of souls will 
undertake to obtain each year 
from their people a pledge, sim-
ilar to the one already alluded to, 
which is given by their American 
brothers and in which they prom-
ise to stay away from motion pic-
tures which are offensive to truth 
and to Christian morality. The 
most efficacious manner of ob-
taining these pledges or promises 
is through the parish church or 
school.” (Pius XI, Encyclical Let-
ter, Vigilanti Cura, On the Mo-
tion Pictures).

tion pictures. They are occasions 
of sin, they seduce young people 
along the ways of evil by glorify-
ing the passions; they show life 
under a false light; they cloud 
ideals; they destroy pure love, re-
spect for marriage, affection for 
the family…The power of the 
motion picture consists in this, 
that it speaks by means of vivid 
and concrete imagery which the 
mind takes in with enjoyment 
and without fatigue…This pow-
er is still greater in the talking 
picture for the reason that in-
terpretation becomes even easier 
and the charm of music is added 
to the action of the drama…It 
is therefore one of the supreme 
necessities of our times to watch 
and to labor to the end that the 
motion picture be no longer a 
school of corruption but that it 
be transformed into an effectu-
al instrument for the education 
and the elevation of mankind…
This is an obligation which binds 
not only the Bishops but also the 
faithful and all decent men who 
are solicitous for the well-being 
and moral health of the family, 
of the nation, and of human so-
ciety in general.” (Pius XI, En-
cyclical Letter, Vigilanti Cura, 
On the Motion Pictures).
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“The proper and immediate 
end of Christian education is 
to co-operate with divine grace 
in forming the true and perfect 
Christian, that is, to form Christ 
himself in those regenerated by 
Baptism…For the true Chris-
tian must live a supernatural 
life in Christ… and display it in 
all his actions…Hence the true 
Christian, product of Christian 
education, is the supernatural 
man who thinks, judges and 
acts constantly and consistently 
in accordance with right reason 
illuminated by the supernatural 
light of the example and teach-
ing of Christ; in other words, to 
use the current term, the true 
and finished man of character. 
For, it is not every kind of con-
sistency and firmness of conduct 
based on subjective principles, 
that makes true character, but 
only constancy in following the 
eternal principles of justice…” 
(Pius XI, Encyclical Letter, Divi-
ni Illius Magistri, On the Chris-
tian Education of Youth).

“And repeatedly, as occasion 
offered, the supreme Pontiff has 
disapproved of and most strongly 
condemned the immodest fash-
ions in dress which have become 
customary in our times, even 
among Catholic women and girls. 
These fashions are not only grave-
ly opposed to womanly dignity 
and adornment but tend most 
unhappily both to the temporal 
disgrace of such women, and what 
is worse, to their eternal ruin and 
that of others as well” (Instruction 
on Modesty in Women’s Dress, is-
sued by the Sacred Congregation 
of the Council, 12th Jan., 1930).

“Do not think that any pre-
caution can be great enough in 
keeping the young from masters 
and schools whence the pestilent 
breath of the Masonic Society is 
to be feared. Under your guid-
ance, let parents, religious in-
structors, and priests having the 
care of souls, use every opportu-
nity, in their Christian teaching, 
of warning their children and 
pupils of the infamous nature of 
these societies” (Leo XIII, Encyc-
lical Letter, Humanum Genus, On 
Freemasonry).
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Fifthly

The Divine Plan for Order 
calls for wide diffusion of own-
ership of property, in order to 
facilitate families in procuring 
the sufficiency of material goods 
required for the virtuous life of 
their members as human per-
sons, and for unions of owners 
and workers in guilds or corpora-
tions, reflecting the solidarity of 
the Mystical Body in economic 
organization.

“The law therefore should 
favor ownership, and its policy 
should be to induce as many as 
possible to become owners.” (Leo 
XIII, Encyclical Letter, Rerum 
Novarum, On the Condition of 
the Working Classes).

“As in the conflict of interests 
and most of all in the struggle 
against unjust forces, a man’s 
virtue does not always suffice to 
assure him his daily bread, and 
as the social machinery ought to 
be so organized as by its natural 
action to paralyze the efforts of 
the wicked, and to render acces-
sible to every man of goodwill 
his legitimate share of temporal 
happiness, We earnestly desire 
that you should take an active 
share in organizing society for 
that purpose…

Fifthly

Satan aims at the concentra-
tion of property in the hands of a 
few, either nominally in those of 
the state, that is, in those of the 
party in power, or in those of the 
money-manipulators. He knows 
that, given fallen human nature, 
this will lead to the subordination 
of men to production of material 
goods and to the treatment of all 
those not in power as mere indi-
viduals, not as persons. For this he 
favored liberalism or individual-
ism and now favors the reaction 
against individualism—Collectiv-
ism and Communism.

Satan saw with pleasure the 
ruin of souls resulting from un-
bridled individualism. “Even on 
Sundays and Holydays, labor 
shifts were given no time to at-
tend to their essential religious 
duties. No one thought of build-
ing churches within convenient 
distances of factories or of facili-
tating the work of the priest. On 
the contrary, laicism was actively 
and persistently promoted, with 
the result that we are now reaping 
the fruits of the errors so often de-
nounced by Our Predecessors and 
by Ourselves. It can surprise no 
one that the Communistic falla-
cy should be spreading in a world 
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“The church has no need to 
disown her past; it is enough for 
her, with the co-operation of the 
real workmen of social organiza-
tion, to take up again the organi-
zations shattered by the Revolu-
tion (the guilds) and in the same 
Christian spirit which inspired 
them, to adapt them to the new 
environment created by the ma-
terial evolution of contemporary 
society, for the true friends of the 
people are neither revolution-
aries, nor innovators, but men of 
tradition” (Pius X, Letter, On the 
Subject of the Sillon).

“Agriculture is the first and 
most important of all arts; so it 
is also the first and true riches of 
states…To render onerous the 
conditions of the tiller of the 
soil tends to restrict his activi-
ties and to cripple rural industry” 
(Pius VII, Motu Proprio, Sept. 
15, 1802).

“Because sociability is one of 
man’s natural requirements and 
since it is legitimate to promote, 
by common effort, decent liveli-
hood, it is not possible without 
injustice, to deny or to limit, ei-
ther to the producers or to the 
laboring and farming classes, the 
free faculty of uniting in associ-
ations, by means of which they 

already to a large extent estranged 
from Christianity” (Pius XI, En-
cyclical Letter, Divini Redempto-
ris, On Atheistic Communism).

“Very many employers treat-
ed their workmen as mere tools, 
without any concern for the wel-
fare of their souls, indeed without 
the slightest thought of higher 
interests. The mind shudders if 
we consider the frightful perils to 
which the morals of workers (of 
boys and young men particular-
ly), the virtue of girls and women, 
are exposed in modern factories; 
if we recall how the present eco-
nomic regime and, above all, the 
disagreeable housing conditions 
prove obstacles to the family tie 
and family life; if we remember 
the insuperable difficulties placed 
in the way of a proper observance 
of Holydays…Dead matter leaves 
the factory ennobled and trans-
formed, while human beings are 
corrupted and degraded” (Pius 
XI, Encyclical Letter, Quadrages-
imo Anno, On the Social Order).

On the other hand, Satan 
fans the flames of the Communist 
reaction and urges on the revolt 
against God, Our loving Father. 
“In the beginning, Communism 
showed itself for what it was in 
all its perversity; but very soon it 
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may defend their proper rights 
and secure the betterment of the 
goods of soul and body, as well as 
the honest comforts of life. But to 
unions of this kind, which in past 
centuries have procured immor-
tal glory for Christianity and for 
the professions an untarnishable 
splendor, one cannot everywhere 
impose an identical discipline 
and structure, which, therefore, 
can be varied to meet the differ-
ent temperament of the people 
and the diverse circumstances of 
time. But let the unions in ques-
tion draw their vital force from 
principles of wholesome liberty, 
let them take their form from the 
lofty rules of justice and of hones-
ty and conforming themselves to 
those norms, let them act in such 
a manner that, in their care for the 
interests of their class, they violate 
no one’s rights, let them continue 
to strive for harmony and respect 
the common weal of civil society” 
(Pius XII, Letter to the American 
Hierarchy, Nov. 1, 1939).

“If private resources do not 
suffice, it is the duty of the pub-
lic authority to supply for the 
insufficient forces of individual 
effort, particularly in a matter 
which is of such importance to 
the common weal, namely, the 

realized that it was thus alienat-
ing the people. It has, therefore, 
changed its tactics, and strives to 
entice the multitudes by trickery 
of various forms…Thus, aware of 
the universal desire for peace, the 
leaders of Communism pretend 
to be the most zealous promoters 
and propagandists of the move-
ment for world amity. Yet at the 
same time they stir up a class war-
fare which causes rivers of blood 
to flow, and, realizing that their 
system offers no internal guaran-
tee of peace, they have recourse to 
unlimited armaments…They try 
perfidiously to worm their way 
even into professedly Catholic 
and religious organizations…See 
to it. Venerable Brethren, that the 
Faithful do not allow themselves 
to be deceived! Communism is 
intrinsically wrong, and no one 
who would save Christian civ-
ilization may give it assistance 
in any undertaking whatsoever” 
(Pius XI, Encyclical Letter, Di-
vini Redemptoris, On Atheistic 
Communism).

“They (the Communists) car-
ry out the diabolical program of 
wresting from the hearts of all, 
even of children, all religious sen-
timent…Thus we see today, what 
was never before seen in histo-
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maintenance of the family and 
married people. If families, par-
ticularly those in which there are 
many children, have not suitable 
dwellings; if the husband cannot 
find employment and means of 
livelihood; if the necessities of 
life cannot be purchased except 
at exorbitant prices; if even the 
mother of the family, to the great 
harm of the home, is compelled 
to go forth and seek a living by 
her own labor; if she, too, in the 
ordinary or even extraordinary 
labors of childbirth is deprived 
of proper food, medicine, and 
the assistance of a skilled physi-
cian, it is patent to all to what an 
extent married people may lose 
heart, and how home life and the 
observance of God’s commands 
are rendered difficult for them; 
indeed, it is obvious how great a 
peril can arise to the public secu-
rity and to the welfare and very 
life of civil society itself when 
such men are reduced to that 
condition of desperation that, 
having nothing which they fear 
to lose, they are emboldened to 
hope for chance advantage from 
the upheaval of the state and of 
established order.” (Pope Pius XI, 
Encyclical Letter, Casti Connubii, 
On Christian Marriage).

ry, the satanical banners of war 
against God and against religion, 
brazenly unfurled to the winds in 
the midst of all peoples and in all 
parts of the earth” (Pius XI, Car-
itate Christi Compulsi. On the 
Troubles of Our Time).
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Sixthly

The Divine Plan for Order 
calls for a monetary system so 
arranged as to facilitate the pro-
duction and exchange of materi-
al goods in view of the virtuous 
life of members of Christ in hap-
py families.

“The ancient workingmen’s 
guilds were abolished in the 
last (18th) century, and no oth-
er organization took their place. 
Public institutions and the laws 
themselves have set aside the 
ancestral religion. Hence by de-
grees, it has come to pass that 
workingmen have been surren-
dered, all isolated and helpless, 
to the hard-heartedness of em-
ployers and the greed of unbri-
dled competition. The evil has 
been increased by rapacious usu-
ry, which, although more than 
once condemned by the church, 
is nevertheless under a different 
guise but with the like injus-
tice, still practiced by covetous 
and grasping men. To this must 
be added the uprise of powerful 
monopolies, controlling enter-
prises worked by contract and all 
branches of commerce; so that a 
very small number of very rich 
men have been able to lay upon 
the teeming masses of the prole-

Sixthly

Satan aims at a monetary sys-
tem, by which human persons 
will be subordinated to the pro-
duction of material goods, and 
the production, distribution, and 
exchange of material goods will 
be subordinated to the making of 
money and the growth of power 
in the hands of the financiers. He 
is pleased that money is employed 
as an instrument for the elimina-
tion of the Divine Plan and for 
the installation of naturalism.

Satan favors birth-prevention. 
“And now, Venerable Brethren, 
We shall explain in detail the evils 
opposed to each of the benefits of 
matrimony. First consideration is 
due to the offspring, which many 
have the boldness to call the dis-
agreeable burden of matrimony 
and which they say is to be care-
fully avoided by married people 
not through virtuous continence 
(which Christian law permits in 
matrimony when both parties 
consent), but by frustrating the 
marriage act. Some justify this 
criminal abuse on the ground 
that they are weary of children 
and wish to gratify their desires 
without the consequent burden.

“Others say that they cannot 
on the one hand remain continent 
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tariat a yoke little better than that 
of slavery itself.” (Leo XIII, En-
cyclical Letter, Rerum Novarum, 
On the Condition of the Work-
ing Classes).

“It is patent that in our days 
not alone is wealth accumulated, 
but immense power and despotic 
economic domination are con-
centrated in the hands of a few…
This domination is most pow-
erfully exercised by those who, 
because they hold and control 
money, also govern credit and 
determine its allotment, for that 
reason supplying, so to speak, 
the life-blood to the entire eco-
nomic body and grasping in their 
hands, as it were, the very soul of 
production, so that no one dare 
breathe against their will…At the 
time when the new social order 
was beginning, the doctrines of 
rationalism had already taken 
firm hold of large numbers, and 
an economic science, alien to 
the true moral law, had quickly 
arisen, whence it followed that 
free rein was given to human av-
arice.” (Pius XI, Encyclical Letter, 
Quadragesimo Anno, On the So-
cial Order).

The Catholic church con-
demns the sin of birth-pre-
vention; “Within these sacred 

nor on the other can they have 
children because of the difficulties 
on the part of the mother or on 
the part of family circumstances. 
But no reason, however grave, 
may be put forward by which 
anything intrinsically against na-
ture may become conformable to 
nature and morally good. Since, 
therefore, the conjugal act is des-
tined primarily by nature for the 
begetting of children, those who, 
in exercising it, deliberately frus-
trate its natural power and pur-
pose, sin against nature and com-
mit a deed which is shameful and 
intrinsically vicious…

“Since, therefore, openly de-
parting from the uninterrupted 
Christian tradition, some recently 
have judged it possible to declare 
solemnly another doctrine regard-
ing the question, the Catholic 
Church, to whom God has en-
trusted the defense of the integ-
rity and purity of morals…raises 
her voice in token of her divine 
ambassadorship and through Our 
mouth proclaims anew: any use 
whatsoever of matrimony, exer-
cised in such a way that the act is 
deliberately frustrated in its natu-
ral power to generate life, is an of-
fence against the law of God and 
of nature, and those who indulge 
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precincts (of the Christian fam-
ily), children are considered not 
heavy burdens but sweet pledges 
of love: no reprehensible motive 
of convenience, no seeking af-
ter sterile pleasure bring about 
the frustration of the gift of life, 
nor cause to fall into disuse the 
sweet names of brother and sister” 
(Pius XII, Letter to the American 
Hierarchy, Nov. 1, 1939).

But the Catholic church in-
sists also that social organization 
must aid married people to fulfil 
their sacred obligations. “Since it 
is no rare thing to find that the 
perfect observance of God’s com-
mands and conjugal integrity 
encounter difficulties by reason 
of the fact that the husband and 
wife are in straitened circum-
stances, their necessities must be 
relieved as far as possible. And, in 
the first place, every effort must 
be made to bring about that 
which Our Predecessor, Leo XIII 
of happy memory, has already in-
sisted upon, namely, that in the 
state such economic and social 
methods should be adopted as 
will enable every head of a fam-
ily, to earn as much as, accord-
ing to his station in life, is nec-
essary for himself, his wife, and 
for the rearing of his children, 

in such are branded with the guilt 
of a grave sin…No difficulty can 
arise that justifies putting aside 
the law of God which forbids all 
acts intrinsically evil” (Pius XI, 
Encyclical Letter, Casti Connubii, 
On Christian Marriage).

“The poorer section of the 
population have outrun the de-
mand for manual labor… they 
must learn to regulate the expan-
sion of their families as the mid-
dle and upper classes have long 
been doing” (Letter to the London 
Times quoted by Jeffrey Mark, in 
The Modern Idolatry, p. 35).

Houses for slum dwellers in 
England cannot be built because 
the working classes do not have 
enough money to pay the inter-
est and redemption charges on 
the loans which are needed to 
build them. Recent proposals 
for building such houses at £330 
each would involve a rental of 
something between six and seven 
shillings a week to pay the inter-
est and provide for repayment of 
the loan. If the cost were more, 
the rent could not be paid; if it 
were less, the houses would prob-
ably collapse on the occupants…
The houses will be guaranteed 
not to collapse on the occupants 
for at least as long as the period 
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for the ‘laborer is worthy of his 
hire’ (Lk. 10:7). To deny this or 
to make light of what is equitable 
is a grave injustice and is placed 
among the greatest sins by Holy 
Writ (Deut. 24:14–15); nor is it 
lawful to fix such a scanty wage 
as will be insufficient for the up-
keep of the family in the circum-
stances in which it is placed.

“Care, however, must be tak-
en that the parties themselves, for 
a considerable time before enter-
ing upon the married life, should 
strive to dispose of or at least to 
diminish the material obstacles 
in their way…Provision must be 
made also, in the case of those 
who are not self-supporting, for 
joint aid by private or public 
guilds” (Pius XI, Encyclical Let-
ter, Casti Connubii, On Christian 
Marriage).

required for the redemption of 
the loan” (The Modern Idolatry, 
by Jeffrey Mark, p. 39, published 
in 1934).

“We are sorry to note that not 
infrequently nowadays it happens 
that through a certain inversion of 
the true order of things, ready and 
bountiful assistance is provided for 
the unmarried mother and her ille-
gitimate offspring (who, of course, 
must be helped in order to avoid 
a greater evil) which is denied to 
legitimate mothers or given spar-
ingly or almost grudgingly.

“It is the concern of the public 
authority to make proper provision 
for matrimony and the family, not 
only in regard to temporal goods, 
but also in other things which con-
cern the good of souls. Just laws 
must be made for the protection 
of chastity…The prosperity of the 
state and the temporal happiness 
of its citizens cannot remain safe 
and sound where the foundation 
on which they are established, 
which is the moral order, is weak-
ened and where the very fountain-
head from which the state draws 
its life, namely, wedlock and the 
family, is obstructed by the vices 
of its citizens” (Pope Pius XI, En-
cyclical Letter, Casti Connubii, On 
Christian Marriage).
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Finally

Our Lord Jesus Christ wants 
all his members to grasp the Pro-
gram for Order laid down by his 
Father and unite with himself 
in the central act of submission 
to the Blessed Trinity, the Holy 
Mass. In this sacrifice, the re-pre-
sentation of Calvary, all Catho-
lics profess their willingness to 
respect God’s rights and their 
readiness to strive, as a united 
body, to mold society in accor-
dance with Our Lord’s Program 
for Order.

“When an organism decays 
and becomes corrupt, it is be-
cause it has ceased to be under 
the action of the causes which 
had given it its form and consti-
tution. To make it healthy and 
flourishing again, it is clearly 
necessary to bring it again under 
the vivifying action of those same 
causes. Now, modern society, in 
its foolhardy effort to escape from 
God, has rejected the supernatu-
ral order and divine revelation. 
It is thus withdrawn from the 
salutary efficacy of Christianity 
which is manifestly the most sol-
id guarantee of order, the stron-
gest bond of fraternity, and the 
inexhaustible source of all virtue, 
public and private. From this 

Finally

Satan wants to confuse and 
bewilder human beings, so that 
they may give up the idea that 
there is an order laid down by 
God, which they are bound to 
find out, if they do not know it 
already, and observe. On account 
of his relentless hatred of the su-
pernatural life, he detests above 
all the central act of submission 
to the Blessed Trinity, the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. He strives 
to eliminate it wherever he can, 
and, where he cannot do so, he 
endeavors to have it treated as a 
mere formality not intended to 
influence life. He tries to get the 
young and inexperienced to ac-
cept that they are on the road to 
happiness, when they neglect the 
Mass and its significance for life, 
cast off moral restraint and reject 
the claims of duty.

On account of his hatred of 
the supernatural life of grace, Sa-
tan has steadily striven to get every 
country that once acknowledged 
the essential or per se order of the 
world to reject that order and re-
volt against it. He considers that 
he has made a notable advance 
towards his goal when he has suc-
ceeded in having other religions 
placed on the same level as the 
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sacrilegious divorce has sprung 
the trouble which now disturbs 
the world. Hence modern society, 
which has gone sadly astray, must 
re-enter the bosom of the church, 
if it wishes to secure its salvation 
and enjoy peace and prosperity.

“Just as Christianity cannot 
penetrate into a soul without 
making it better, so it cannot en-
ter into the public life of a peo-
ple without establishing order…
If Christianity transformed pa-
gan society…so, after the ter-
rible upheavals which unbelief 
has brought about in the world, 
it will be able to put that world 
again on the right road and 
bring back to order the states 
and peoples of modern times. 
That, however, is not all. The re-
turn of Christianity will not be a 
complete and efficacious remedy, 
if it does not mean the return 
to and the sincere love of the 
One, Holy, Catholic and Apos-
tolic church. Christianity is in-
carnate in the Catholic church. 
It is identified with that perfect 
supernatural Society, sovereign 
in its own sphere, which is the 
Mystical Body of Jesus Christ 
and which has for Visible Head 
the Roman Pontiff, Successor of 
the Prince of the Apostles” (Leo 

true Church of Christ. He is well 
aware of the anti-supernatural 
influence of that official attitude 
on the average member of society. 
He knows well that “when error 
has become incarnate in legal for-
mula: and in administrative prac-
tice, it penetrates so deeply into 
people’s minds that it is impossi-
ble to eradicate it” (The Kingship 
of Christ according to Cardinal Pie 
of Poitiers, p. 52).

The decay of the ideas of 
membership of Christ and of sol-
idarity with Christ in the Mass, 
of which the guilds of the Mid-
dle Ages were the embodiment in 
economic life, has proved disas-
trous for human personality. The 
attempts to remedy the evils that 
have arisen as a result of modern 
disorders do not go to the root of 
the evil. Power is steadily passing 
into the hands of the few.

G. K. Chesterton has well 
depicted some of the results of 
Satan’s triumphs in economic or-
ganization. “The modern world 
began with the problem of the 
grocer and the grocer’s assistant. 
It is in fact ending with a vast 
growth of grocers’ assistants and 
no grocer. It must still be empha-
sized, obvious as it is, that the 
grocers’ assistants have not grown 
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XIII, Encyclical Letter, Parvenu 
a la 25ième année).

In the text from the Encyc-
lical Letter, Immortale Dei, On 
The Christian Constitution of 
States, quoted on pages 8 and 9, 
we have seen that Pope Leo XIII 
insists primarily on the rights 
of God. The essential (or per 
se) order of the world, the order 
which God wants, demands the 
acknowledgement of these rights. 
Hence “we are bound absolute-
ly to worship God in that way 
which he has shown to be his will” 
and “the church deems it unlaw-
ful to place the various forms of 
divine worship on the same foot-
ing as the true religion.”

He then mentions what is 
secondary and accidental (per 
accidens). “The church does not,” 
he says, “condemn those rulers 
who, for the sake of securing 
some great good or of hindering 
some great evil, patiently allow 
custom or usage to be a sort of 
sanction for each kind of reli-
gion having its place in the state.” 
Then towards the end of the same 
Encyclical, he urges all Catholics 
to work for this return to order. 

“First and foremost it is the duty 
of all Catholics worthy of the 
name and wishful to be known 

into grocers. They have all re-
mained assistants; only instead of 
assisting a humble human grocer, 
with a soul to be saved, they are 
assisting the International Stores 
or the Universal Provision De-
partment. In other words, the ser-
vants have not become masters. 
They remain servants, only they 
are like those slaves that were held 
to public service in pagan antiq-
uity; they have personal servants 
over them, but only an imper-
sonal master over all. Now very 
broadly, one idea in the guild is 
that the grocer’s assistant should 
grow into a grocer. For that pur-
pose, it is obviously necessary to 
preserve a large number of equal 
and independent grocers. It is 
necessary to prevent these grocers 
from being bought out or sold up 
by the stores or the Super-Grocer. 
With this object the guild delib-
erately checked certain forms of 
competition, protected the weak-
er brethren…

“Chaucer mentions several 
master craftsmen, evidently at-
tached to a guild, as going on his 
Canterbury Pilgrimage; he men-
tions, for instance, a dyer and a 
worker in tapestry. If we compare 
the first with the huge develop-
ment of the modern dye indus-
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as most loving children of the 
church…to endeavor to bring 
back all civil society to the pat-
tern and form of Christianity We 
have described.”

“The law of Christ ought to 
hold sway in human society, and 
in communities, so as to be the 
teacher and guide of public as 
well as of private life. This being 
divinely appointed and provided, 
no one may resist with impuni-
ty, and it fares ill with any com-
monwealth in which Christian 
institutions are not allowed their 
proper place…The law of Christ 
is always to be sought from the 
church, and therefore, as Christ 
is for men the Way, so likewise 
the church is the Way, he in him-
self and by his proper nature, she 
by his commission and by a share 
in his power…

“The security of the state de-
mands that it should be brought 
back to him from whom it ought 
never to have departed, to him 
who is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life, not for individuals only 
but for human society as a whole. 
Christ Our Lord must be rein-
stated as the ruler of human soci-
ety. It belongs to him as do all its 
members. All the elements of the 
commonwealth: legal commands 

try, we shall recognize at once the 
main distinction I mean. More, 
and more people may have come 
to work in dye factories; more 
and more processes may have 
been invented… And although 
for some time the logic of Capi-
talism produced worse and worse 
conditions, the wisdom of Capi-
talists (following on the courage 
of trades unionists) may now 
produce (or pretend to produce) 
better and better conditions. But 
they produce better and better 
conditions for servants; they do 
not attempt to produce a guild, 
which is a fraternity of masters…

“There rode in the cavalcade in 
Canterbury, along with the dyer, 
the more conspicuous figure of the 
doctor…The doctor still exists as 
a roughly recognizable figure. The 
dyer has totally disappeared…The 
reason why the doctor is recogniz-
able, and the dyer unrecognizable 
is perfectly simple. It is that the 
doctors not only were, but still are, 
organized on the idea of a medi-
eval guild…The British Medical 
Council, which is the council of a 
guild…does what a guild was sup-
posed to do. It keeps the doctors 
going; it keeps the doctors alive; 
and it does prevent one popular 
quack from eating all his brethren 
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and prohibitions, popular insti-
tutions, schools, marriage, home-
life, the workshop, and the pal-
ace, all must be made to come to 
that fountain and imbibe the life 
that comes from him” (Pope Leo 
XIII, Encyclical Letter, Tametsi, 
On Christ Our Redeemer).

Thus there will be peace on 
earth for men of good will and 
the happiness that can be ours on 
our way to full union with the 
Blessed Trinity in Heaven.

Our Lord ever seeks to unite 
men in love of his Father.

out of house and home. It sets lim-
its to competition; it prevents the 
growth of monopoly. It does not 
allow a fashionable physician in 
Harley Street to destroy the liveli-
hood of four general practitioners 
in Hoxton. It does not permit one 
professional man to buy up all the 
practices, as one grocer can buy 
up all the grocers’ shops…The 
guild principle has in fact saved 
the doctor…as a separate social 
figure… But it is the tendency of 
all the separate social figures, fall-
ing into modern monopolist and 
impersonal tendencies, to disap-
pear altogether. Standardization 
lowers the standard of personality 
and independence in all the types 
and trades” (Chaucer, by G. K. 
Chesterton, pp. 70–75). This rem-
nant of the guild idea is now being 
threatened with extinction by cen-
tralized financial control through 
compulsory health insurance, etc.

Satan ever seeks to separate 
men from Christ and lead them on 
to hatred of God, Our Father, and 
so to despair. He urges to revolt 
against the order of the world and, 
when the inevitable disillusion-
ment comes, he suggests that there 
is no order and that all is hopeless.
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“If our age in its pride laughs at and rejects Our Lady’s Rosary, a 
countless legion of the most saintly men of every age and of every 
condition have not only held it most dear and have most piously re-
cited it but have also used it at all times as a most powerful weapon 
to overcome the devil, to preserve the purity of their lives, to acquire 
virtue more zealously, in a word to promote peace among men” (Pope 
Pius XI, Encyclical Letter, Ingravescentibus Malis, On the Holy Rosary 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary).



CHAPTER II

The Kingship of Christ in it’s Integrity

The Divine Plan for the organization of human society may be repre-
sented diagrammatically as follows:

Economics.

GOD
(in Three Divine Persons)

His Priesthood is shared in by 
the Pope, Bishops, and Priests, 
through the sacramental character 
of Orders, and by the faithful, 
through the characters of Baptism 
and Confirmation.

His Kingship is both Spiritual and 
Temporal. The Spiritual Kingship 
comprises the Right of Intervention 
in Temporal Affairs. The Temporal 
Royalty of Our Lord is Universal. 
Our Blessed Mother is Queen of 
His Kingdom.

The Spiritual Kingship of Christ 
is shared in by the Pope and the 
Bishops.

The Universal Temporal Kingship 
of Our Lord is shared in by the 
Rulers of States and Nations.

Politics.

Our Lord Jesus Christ Who, as Head of His Mystical Body, the 
Catholic Church, Supernatural and Supranational, 

is High Priest and King of redeemed humanity.
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We can thus easily see that the entrance of Christianity into the 
world has meant two things. Primarily and principally it has meant 
the constitution of a supernatural society, the Mystical Body of Christ, 
absolutely transcending every natural development of culture and civi-
lization. Secondly, it has had as result that this supernatural society, the 
Catholic Church, began to exercise a profound influence upon culture 
and civilization and modified in a far reaching way the existing tem-
poral or natural social order. The indirect power of the Church over 
temporal affairs, whenever the interests of the divine life of souls are 
involved, presupposes, of course, a clear distinction of nature between 
the ecclesiastical authority, charged with the care of divine things, and 
the civil authority, whose mission is concerned with purely temporal 
matters. In proportion as the Mystical Body of Christ was accepted by 
mankind, political and economic thought and action began to respect 
the jurisdiction and guidance of the Catholic Church, endowed, as she 
is, with the right of intervention in temporal affairs whenever necessary, 
because of her participation in the Spiritual Kingship of Christ. Thus 
the natural or temporal common good of states came to be sought in 
a manner calculated to favor the development of true personality, in 
and through the Mystical Body of Christ, and social life came more 
and more under the influence of the supreme end of man, the vision of 
God in three divine persons.

Accordingly, the Divine Plan for Order in our fallen and redeemed 
world comprises, primarily, the supernatural social organism of the 
Catholic Church, and then, secondarily, the temporal or natural social 
order resulting from the influence of Catholic doctrine on politics and 
economics and from the embodiment of that influence in social insti-
tutions. From the birth of the Catholic Church on Calvary and the 
solemn promulgation of her mission at the first Pentecost, the King-
dom of God in its essence has been present in the world. As a result 
of the gradual acceptance of the rule of the Church by the temporal 
representatives of Christ the King, the social institutions of states and 
nations became deeply permeated with the influence of the supernat-
ural life of Christ. Then, and only then, could the Kingdom of God 
in its integrity or the rule of Christ the King in its integrity, be said to 
exist. The Kingdom of God or the rule of Christ the King is present in 
its integrity only in so far as the whole social life of states, political and 
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economic, is permeated with the influence of the Church. To put it in 
other terms, Christ fully reigns only when the Program for which he 
died is accepted as the one true way to peace and order in the world, 
and social structures in harmony with it are evolved.

The Kingdom of God in its essence is always with us, but the in-
fluence of the Church on politics and economics, in other words, the 
extension of the Kingdom of God in its integrity, has varied with the 
centuries. Broadly speaking, the thirteenth century has been, so far, the 
high water mark of that influence. Since then, until recently, there has 
been steady decay. No particular temporal social order, of course, will 
ever realize all that the Church is capable of giving to the world. Each 
of them will be defective for several reasons.

First of all, the action of the Church, welcomed by some Catholics, 
will be opposed by the ignorance, incapacity, and perversity of others.

Secondly, even if all Catholics did accept fully, they could only 
reflect some of the beauty of the Gospel, as the saints reflected some of 
the infinitely imitable holiness of Christ.

Thirdly, there would still remain the vast number of non-Catholics 
to be won for Christ and have their social life organized under his rule. 
It is towards this latter goal that every generation of Catholics is called 
upon to work. The aim is not, needless to say, to bring back the Mid-
dle Ages, for the river of time does not turn back in its course, but the 
aim is to impregnate a new epoch with the divine principles of order 
so firmly grasped in the thirteenth century. The result of the so-called 
Reformation and the French Revolution has been to obscure the rights 
of God proclaimed by Our Lord Jesus Christ and to diffuse naturalism.

Naturalism consists in the negation of the possibility of the eleva-
tion of our nature to the supernatural life and order, or more radically 
still, in the negation of the very existence of that life and order. In our 
day, owing to the progress of the anti-Christian revolt, the more radical 
meaning has become common. Naturalism may be defined, therefore, 
as the attitude of mind which denies the reality of the divine life of 
grace and of our Fall therefrom by Original Sin. It rejects our conse-
quent liability to revolt against the order of the divine life, when this 
life has been restored to us by our membership of Christ, and maintains 
that all social life should be organized on the basis of that denial. We 
must combat that mentality and proclaim the rights of God. “About 
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the ‘rights of man’ as they are called,” wrote Pope Leo XIII, “the people 
have heard enough: it is time they should hear of the rights of God.”1

“The claim to withdraw the public life of states and nations from 
subjection to God and his law,” wrote Cardinal Pie, “is the dominant 
error and the capital crime of this (19th) century.”2

Cardinal Mercier in the 20th century proclaimed that the terrible 
war of 1914–1918 was the punishment of this error and this crime. “In 
the name of the Gospel,” he wrote, “and in the light of the Encyclicals 
of the last four Popes, Gregory XVI, Pius IX, Leo XIII, and Pius X, I do 
not hesitate to affirm that this indifference to religion, which puts on 
the same level the religion of divine origin and the religions invented 
by men, in order to include them in the same scepticism, is the blas-
phemy which, far more than the sins of individuals and families, calls 
down God’s chastisements on society.”3

1  Encyclical Letter, Tametsi, On Christ our Redeemer. In this Letter, Pope 
Leo XIII insists that the true rights of man are based upon his duties to 
God. Without due recognition of the Rights of God through Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, man’s rights will not long be recognized. “Just as man-
kind could not be freed from slavery,” he writes, “but by the sacrifice of 
Christ, so neither can it be preserved but by his power.”

2  The Kingship of Christ according to Cardinal Pie of Poitiers (1815–1880), 
p. 48.

3  Pastoral Letter (1918), The Lesson of Events.



The Organized Forces
There is unorganized opposition to the supernatural life in each 

one of us, owing to the Fall. This unorganized opposition of individu-
als inevitably leads to the formation of little anti-supernatural groups 
here and there, even without the concerted action of vast organized 
forces. But the fact that there exists concerted anti-supernatural action 
on the part of organized bodies is so far removed from the preoccupa-
tions of the average Catholic that it needs to be specially stressed and 
its aims made clear.

We have seen that social organization is meant to be permeated 
with the reality of the supernatural life of the Mystical Body of Christ, 
in view of aiding us to bring our daily life into harmony with our 
protestation of loyalty to the Blessed Trinity in Holy Mass, in union 
with Christ as Priest. By this permeation of society with the reality of 
membership of Christ, the Kingship of Christ in its integrity is ac-
knowledged. We have also seen that, conversely, assistance at Mass, in 
union with Christ as Priest, urges us to strive to realize the Kingship of 
Our Lord in its integrity, in a Christian framework of society.

The Christian framework of society is destined, not only to aid us 
in attaining union with Christ, but to serve as a bulwark against the as-
saults of the forces organized against our supernatural life. These forces 
are three in number, one being invisible, the other two visible.

CHAPTER III

Organized Opposition to the Kingship of  
Christ and our Supernatural life
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The invisible host is that of Satan and the other fallen angels, while 
the visible forces are those of the Jewish nation and Freemasonry. The 
Jewish nation is not only a visible organization, but its naturalistic or 
anti-supernatural character is openly proclaimed, by its refusal to ac-
cept the supernatural Messias and by its looking forward to a natu-
ralistic messianic era. The Masonic Society or group of Societies is a 
visible organization, but its naturalistic and anti-supernatural character 
is secret or camouflaged. The naturalism or anti-supernaturalism of its 
end, as well as of its ritual and symbolism, is clearly grasped by only rel-
atively few of the initiated. The pantheistic deification of man, which 
is the consequence of this naturalism is the supreme secret of Freema-
sonry. Both of these visible societies, however, make use of subterfuge 
and secrecy in their modes of action against the supernatural life of the 
nations of the world. Accordingly, the most vitally real struggle in the 
world is that waged by those naturalistic or anti-supernatural armies, 
under the leadership of Satan, against those who accept the supernat-
ural life of grace, participation in the life of the Blessed Trinity, under 
the leadership of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Needless to say, the efforts of these anti-supernatural forces do not 
suffice to account for everything in history, for the causes of historical 
events are very complex. But if these forces are left out of account, 
modern history becomes a puzzle. The art of maneuvering human be-
ings towards a certain goal, without their being aware that they are 
being so maneuvered, has been brought to a pitch of perfection never 
before attained. The control of money facilitates the acquisition of the 
power to influence all the technical agencies for the formation of pub-
lic opinion—the press, the radio and the cinema. Catholics succumb 
to the machinations of Our Lord’s enemies largely because they are not 
trained for the real struggle in the world. They leave school without 
adequate knowledge of the organized opposition they will have to meet 
and having very hazy notions about the points of social organization 
for which they must stand and against which attacks are being directed. 
They do not realize that the opposition’s ultimate aim is the disruption 
of Christ’s order. They are not accustomed to think that they must 
co-operate with other young Catholics for Our Lord’s program, that 
they must, for example, get control of the cinema and prevent it from 
undermining the Catholic concept of marriage and Catholic family 
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life. Thus they display a lamentable lack of cohesion and a pitiable 
want of enthusiasm for Christ’s interests, so that Catholics that stand 
for integral Christianity can always count on finding other Catholics 
in the opposite camp.

The Invisible Organized Force— 
Satan and his Fellow Demons

Satan everywhere combats and everywhere seeks to eliminate the 
supernatural life of grace—participation in the life of the Blessed Trini-
ty. His act of rebellion was a refusal to depend on the Blessed Trinity for 
his happiness and perfection. By that act he not only forfeited the life 
of grace but declared war on it. The whole being of that pure spirit, all 
that relentless, untiring energy, of which we, poor creatures of nerves 
and muscles, cannot form an adequate idea, is always and everywhere 
directed against submission to the Blessed Trinity in supernatural love. 
We change our minds, and we need sleep and rest. With Satan it is not 
so. Satan’s sin was a refusal to accept the truth that, for the perfection 
and happiness of his being, he should depend upon God and not upon 
himself alone. He waited to get rid of the dependence and subjection 
which were inseparable from his condition as creature. The result was 
an eternity of misery.

All the frightful energy, then, of Satan’s hatred is specially directed 
against the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, which is the renewal of the 
expression of submission of Calvary. Arrayed with him and animat-
ed with the same hatred, is an army of invisible satellites of the same 
nature. Forgetfulness of these facts makes it hard for people who read 
only the newspapers and frequent the cinema, to understand, for ex-
ample, the hatred of the Mass and of the priesthood displayed by the 
Communist and Masonic “Democracy” of Spain. Even the formation 
given by “Moscow” does not suffice to account for it.1

We must distinguish between the end Satan had in view in the 
Crucifixion of Our Lord and the purpose he now has in view in di-
recting and provoking attacks on those who celebrate Mass and those 

1  Cf. The Rulers of Russia, in which some of the documentary evidence is 
given, which proves that the Jews are the real controlling force in Russia.
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who assist thereat. Satan urged the leaders of the Jewish nation to get 
rid of Our Lord, for he was conscious of the presence in the Man, 
Christ Jesus, of an exceptional degree of that supernatural life which 
he hates, but he did not want to enter into the Divine Plan for man’s 
return to order. His pride, however, obscured his vision of God’s way 
of proceeding. By his action on the minds and wills of the leaders of 
the Jewish nation and again on the passions of the crowd, disappoint-
ed and disillusioned at the sight of the acclaimed liberator of Israel 
discomfited and helpless, he prepared the way for the sublime display 
of obedience and humility of the God-Man on Calvary. The demons 
did not know that the act of submission of Calvary meant the return 
of order to the world, by the restoration of the supernatural life of 
grace to the human race.

St. Paul insists that “if they (the princes of this world) had known 
it, they would never have crucified the Lord of Glory” (1Cor. 2:8). St. 
Thomas writes: “If the demons had been perfectly certain that Our 
Lord was the Son of God and had known in advance what the effect of 
his Passion and death would be, they would never have had the Lord of 
Glory crucified.”2 But they are quite well aware of the meaning of the 
Mass. All their efforts are directed towards preventing its celebration, 
by exterminating the priesthood, and towards thwarting its effects by 
limiting it to the role of a rite bereft of significance for men’s social life, 
political and economic. If Satan cannot succeed in doing away with 
the one acceptable act of worship, he will try to restrict it to the minds 

2  Ia P., Q. 64, art. 1, ad 4. Cf. III, P., Q. 44, art. I, ad 2. Cf. See also the 
following extract from the Sermon of Pope St. Leo the Great, which 
is read in the Second Nocturne of the Office of Palm Sunday: “If the 
proud and cruel enemy of God and man had been aware of the merci-
ful design of God, he would have tried to soften the minds of the Jews 
rather than have sought to stir up their unjust hatred, lest in attacking 
the liberty of action of the one who was not in his debt, all his human 
captives should be set free. The malignity of his mind kept him from 
grasping the truth. He got the Son of God condemned to death and 
that condemnation became a remedy for the fall of the human race.” 
Satan’s disordered pride prevented him from understanding the ordered 
self-sacrificing humanity of God become Man.
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and hearts of as few individuals as possible. One has only to look at 
the world to see how far he has succeeded since the French Revolution.

Historically, there has been a noticeable difference between the 
mode of procedure adopted by Satan for the elimination of the spir-
itual life from Protestant and from Catholic countries. In Protestant 
countries, on account of the public official rejection of the Divine Plan 
for Order in the world the gradual ousting of the remnant of Our 
Lord’s doctrine from the organization of the public life of the countries 
is inevitable. Thus, as the advent of naturalism in these countries is 
only a question of time, forcible steps have not in general been taken 
to uproot the past. Satan can afford to bide his time, so to say. That 
does not mean, however, that these countries may not be called upon 
to endure the agony of revolution. Satan’s hatred of belief in the Divin-
ity of Our Lord, his fear of even the possibility of a return to the Mass, 
the longing of the Jewish nation for the future Messianic Age, any one 
of these may be responsible for a renewal of violence in the effort to 
uproot every vestige of Christianity.

In Catholic countries, however, violent revolution is always aimed 
at, in order to get rid of the existing social structure, in which the King-
ship of Christ is respected, and so to install naturalism. Profanation of 
the Blessed Eucharist has, on many occasions at least, been part of the 
preparation of apostate Catholics to be fitting instruments of revolu-
tion or of anti-supernatural legislation.3

3  Cf. The Mystical Body of Christ and the Reorganization of Society, 
Chapter 7.





CHAPTER IV

The Organized Naturalism  
of the Jewish Nation

The Oneness of the Divine Plan for Order
We have seen the oneness of the Divine Plan for Order in the world. 

This great truth needs to be stressed, for the age-long struggle of the 
Jewish nation against the supernatural life of the Mystical Body of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that is, the naturalism of the Jewish nation, does not 
stand out as clearly in the minds of Catholics today as it did in former 
ages. Again and again, the Popes have insisted upon the fact that the 
Catholic Church is the ark of salvation for all. For example, Pope Pius 
IX spoke of those who would be saved through invincible ignorance 
of the true religion of Christ, but he urged the Bishops of the whole 
world to do all in their power “to keep men’s minds free from the im-
pious and fatally destructive opinion that the way of eternal salvation 
can be found in any religion whatever.”1

The order of the world, then, demands the acceptance by all men 
of the supernatural life, which is a participation in the inner life of 

1  Allocution, Singulari quadam (9th Dec., 1854); Encyclical Letter. Quan-
to conficiamur moerore (1863). With regard to invincible ignorance, cf. 
Denzinger, 1467. (Loreto Ed. Note: Pius IX does not say that “those 
who labor under invincible ignorance” will be saved. He says that they 
will not be “stained by any guilt in that matter” (that is because of their 
ignorance) but they still bear the stain of original sin if unbaptized.
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the Blessed Trinity. It is only through that divine life that our natural 
life, individual and social, can be lived in order.2 The unique source 
of that life is Our Lord Jesus Christ, and human beings are intended 
to receive communication of that life by being incorporated into him 
through membership of the supernatural society of his Mystical Body 
the Catholic Church. All nations are meant to enter the Mystical Body 
of Christ and to organize their national life so as to allow Our Lord 
to manifest his treasures of supernatural sanctity in every clime and in 
every latitude.

We must now study more closely the significance of Jewish natural-
ism. There is need for clear thinking in this connection.

We must distinguish accurately between opposition to the domina-
tion of Jewish naturalism in society and hostility to the Jews as a race. 
The latter form of opposition, namely, hostility to the Jews as a race, is 
what is designated by the term, anti-Semitism, and has been more than 
once condemned by the Church. The former opposition is incumbent 
on every Catholic and on every true lover of his native land.

Consequences of the Jewish Nation’s Rejection of 
the Supernatural Messias

The Jewish nation was chosen by God to maintain acceptable wor-
ship of the one true God, in preparation for the coming of him who 
was to re-establish order in the world by the restoration of supernatural 
life. The Jewish nation was at the same time destined to be the source 
of the individuality of the supernatural Messias to come. His person-
ality was to be from on high. Our Lord Jesus Christ, the supernatural 
Messias, true God and true man, is at one and the same time the sec-
ond person of the Blessed Trinity and a Jew of the house of David.

Two of the essential points in his preaching roused the stubborn 
hostility of the leaders of the Jewish nation.3 They refused, firstly, to 

2  Cf. 1a IIa, Q. 109, a.3.
3  The Pharisees who formed the dominant sect in the last years of the 

political existence of our nation brought about a veritable religious rev-
olution amongst the Jews who followed them. To the Church of Jesus 
Christ, which is the development of the historical Synagogue of Israel, 
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accept that the supernatural life of his Messianic Kingdom was higher 
than their national life and, secondly, they utterly rejected the idea of 
the Gentile nations being admitted to enter the Messianic Kingdom, 
on the same level as themselves. Thus they put their national life above 
the supernatural life of grace, and set racial descent from Abraham 
according to the flesh on a higher plane than spiritual descent from 
Abraham by faith.4 Having put their race and nation in the place of 
God, having in fact deified them, they rejected the supernatural Mes-
sias and elaborated a program of preparation for the natural Messias 
to come. “Our Lord spoke a heavenly language to them (the Jews),” 
writes the great Jewish convert, Father Libermann, C.S.Sp., “and they 
interpreted his words in mean and ignoble fashion, according to their 
low and narrow ideas. Their souls were half-brutalized by sin and the 
domination of sense-life, with the result that they were incapable of 
grasping heavenly things.”5

to that Church which had its origin in Jerusalem and had at first no ad-
herents other than the descendants of Abraham, the proud and perverse 
Pharisees set up in opposition a false foreign Synagogue, founded on 
traditions of their own fabrication and on arbitrary interpretations and 
hair-splitting decisions, dictated by their hypocritical zeal (cf. Mk. 7:9 
and Mt. 15:9). This has been for our unhappy nation ‘a root bringing 
forth gall and bitterness’ (Deut. 29:18)” (De L’Harmonie entre I’Eglise 
et la Synagogue, by the Catholic ex-Rabbin Drach, Vol. II, p. 484). Cf. 
Mgr. Landrieux, L’Histoire et les Histoires dans la Bible, pp. 76–110.

4  G. K. Chesterton sums up the deification of the Jewish race and nation 
by the Jews as follows: “There are Jewish Mystics and Jewish sceptics; 
but about this one matter of the strange sacredness of his own race, al-
most every Jewish sceptic is a Jewish Mystic.” (The End of the Armistice, 
p. 86 – available from Loreto Publications). It is not strange that the 
Jews should come to deify their race, since they have rejected the Divine 
Plan for Order. It is the inevitable alternative. It is, however, strange in 
the sense that it is a terrible proof of the weakness of human nature since 
the Fall. Of course, the Jewish race will always remain the race from 
which the Redeemer sprang and, as such, is especially dear to his Sacred 
Heart. That is the “sacredness,” which they, as a race, despise and reject.

5  Commentary on St. John’s Gospel, p. 374.
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Jewish Naturalism
The Jewish ideal of a future Messianic Age is, therefore, opposed to 

the real order of the world in a twofold manner.
In the first place, the Jewish nation opposes the Divine Plan for 

the union of all nations in the Catholic Church, the Mystical Body 
of Christ. The Catholic Church is supernatural and by the aid of the 
supernatural life of grace, can work at eliminating the particular form 
of selfishness of each nation, so that the union of all may be achieved 
in a manner perfectly respectful of the variety of national qualities and 
characteristics. God wanted the Jews as a people to accept his only-be-
gotten Son and be the heralds of the supernatural, supranational life of 
his Mystical Body. They were thus offered the privilege of proclaiming 
and working for the only mode of realizing the union and brotherhood 
of nations which is possible since the Fall. Their pride or lack of humil-
ity and docility caused them to set their faces against God. When they 
refused to enter into his designs, God permitted the crime of deicide 
and by, the supreme act of humble submission of Our Lord on Calva-
ry, the life of grace was restored to the world. Calvary, however, was a 
consequence of the refusal of the Jews to submit humbly to God the 
Father and accept his Son.

In his Commentary on St. Matthew, 26:39, St. Thomas quotes the 
opinion of St. Jerome that Our Lord, by his prayer in the Garden of 
Gethsemani: “My Father, if it be possible, let this chalice pass from me,” 
asked to have the redemption of the world accomplished without the 
crime of the Jews, his own people, but bowed down to what his Father 
was permitting, namely, the abuse of their free will by that people, with 
all its dire consequences for himself and for his Mystical Body: “Nev-
ertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” The Jews freely rejected Christ 
before Pontius Pilate, as they freely reject him today. God the Father 
drew good out of evil then, as he does today, but the rejection was and 
is against the order of the world, and therefore evil.6

6  These great truths must be emphasized in face of such blasphemies as 
the following: “As a matter of fact, if, as Christianity teaches, the on-
ly-begotten Son of God was to be crucified as vicarious atonement to 
save the sinful world and God used the Jew as a vehicle to bring about 
the Crucifixion, why blame the Jew? The fault rests with God” (Judaism 
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The per se order or order desired by God in accordance with his in-
finite holiness, was that the Jewish nation should receive Christ as true 
God and true man and put their natural qualities at his disposal for the 
undoing of the effects of original sin. The per accidens order, or order 
consequent on God’s permitting the Jews freely to prefer their national 
life to the acceptance of the Divine Plan, is the one in which, in actual 
fact, the combat against original sin has been waged, with the Jews in 
the forefront of the naturalistic or anti-supernatural army.

The Jewish ideal of a future Messianic Age is opposed to God’s Plan 
in a second way. The Jews reject the supernatural Messias and his su-
pranational Kingdom, while they continue to look for another Messias. 
This means that they look for a Messianic age which must of necessity 
be purely natural. Whether this Messias be taken to be an individual 
or the race, it means that the Jews, as a nation, must strive to impose 
their particular national form on other nations. This imposition of the 
Jewish national form inevitably spells decay for other traditional na-
tional forms. The imposition by any nation of its national form on 
other nations leads to the decay of the other nations, and this is all the 
more emphatically the case when the attempted imposition is accom-
panied by the rejection of the one true order of the world which can 
be achieved only through Our Lord Jesus Christ. The Jewish Messianic 
ambition, therefore, contains a twofold source of corruption and decay 
for other nations. It corrupts the national life on the natural level, and 
by its opposition to the supernatural life coming from Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, it rejects that succor, by which alone, human life, individual 
and national, can be lived in order.

The Jewish ideal is interpreted differently by different Jews. The 
orthodox Jews want to return to Jerusalem, to rebuild the temple and 
to reinstitute their worship, while awaiting the coming of a personal 
Messias. The non-orthodox or Reform Jews have departed from the 
central hope of Judaism by rejecting belief in a personal Messias.7 
But they believe in the advent of a Messias in the sense of a Messi-
anic Age which will come through the leadership and domination of 
their race. “In general the Jews,” writes the Jew, Bernard Lazare, in 

in the War of Ideas, by Harry Joshua Stern, p. 100).
7  Cf. Campaigners for Christ, by David Goldstein, p. 30
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his well-known work, L’Antisemitisme, “even the revolutionaries, have 
kept the Jewish spirit, and if they have given up religion and faith, 
they have nevertheless been formed, thanks to their ancestry and ed-
ucation, by the influence of Jewish nationalism. This is true in a very 
special way of the Jewish revolutionaries who lived in the first half 
of this (nineteenth) century. Heinrich Heine and Karl Marx are two 
typical examples.” This is true also of the Jews of high finance, the 
Rothschilds, the Warburgs, the Kahns, the Schiffs, etc., etc. They are 
one with their people in the ideal of the domination of the race and, 
therefore, in opposition to the supernatural life coming from Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to them, attempted to turn aside 
the Jewish nation from its destined goal.

Does that mean that all Jews are bad men? Needless to say, it does 
not. There are Jews in whom may be seen excellent natural qualities, 
and the supernatural life of grace is poured out upon us all by Our 
Lord, even upon those who reject him. It does mean, however, that 
all Jews, in proportion as they are one with the leaders and rulers 
of their race, will oppose the influence of the supernatural life in 
society and will be an active ferment of naturalism. The Jews, as a 
nation, are objectively aiming at giving society a direction which is 
in complete opposition to the order God wants. It is possible that a 
member of the Jewish nation, who rejects Our Lord, may have the 
supernatural life, which God wishes to see in every soul, and so be 
good with the goodness God wants, but objectively, the direction he 
is seeking to give to the world is opposed to God and to that life, and, 
therefore, is not good. If a Jew who rejects Our Lord is good in the 
way God demands, it is in spite of the movement in which he and 
his nation are engaged. Our Lord Jesus Christ alone is the source of 
the goodness God wants to see in every human being, the goodness 
due to participation in the inner life of the Blessed Trinity. No Jew, 
in virtue of what he objectively stands for, is supernaturally good as 
God wants him to be.

Where the Jews are powerful, they openly attack the 
supernatural Messias and the supernatural life of grace which 
comes from him. In countries where they are only advancing to 
power, they content themselves with de-supernaturalizing the 
observances and customs which have sprung from acceptance of 
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the supernatural Messias. When the latter process has been carried 
on for a sufficiently long time and Catholics have grown weak, 
the open attack can be begun.

The opposition between the supernatural Messias and the natural 
Messias is in the very nature of things. According to the Divine Plan, it 
is only through acceptance of Our Lord Jesus Christ as the true Messias 
that we can live our lives as the objective order of the world demands. 
The Jews, as a nation, have refused to accept the supernatural Messias, 
God himself, who came into his own world to restore our most real life, 
and they still look forward to another Messias. Therefore, it is absurd 
and confusing to speak of the opposition of the Jewish nation to the 
supernatural Messias as a plot or a secret conspiracy, for, not only is it 
clear to us, but the Jews themselves proclaim it openly. It is true that 
the Jews work with abnormal secrecy, and in the Masonic Association 
they have a powerful secret auxiliary force working for naturalism, but 
their opposition as a nation to the supernatural Messias and to su-
pernatural life is not a secret. Accordingly, when Mr. Belloc ridicules 
the account of Jewish opposition to Christianity, as a vast age-long 
plot culminating in the contemporary Judaeo-Bolshevik Russian Rev-
olution, he misses the all-important point of the opposition between 
organized naturalism and the supernatural.8

Opposition to the order God has established in the world has led 
inevitably to decay in belief in God among the Jews, as well as to cor-
ruption in regard to the correct attitude towards their fellow-human 
beings and in regard to the means to be employed to get other nations 
to accept the Messianic message.

It is morally inevitable that nations which resist God and oppose 
the supernatural Order of the world should suffer decay in the process. 
The excesses of the Bolshevik Revolution and of the Red government 
of Spain thus find their explanation.

“The case of governments,” wrote Pope Leo XIII, “is much the same 
as that of individuals: they also must run into fatal issues, if they depart 

8  Cf. The Jews, by Hilaire Belloc (First Edition, p. 168). In this book, Mr. 
Belloc does not deal with the Jewish question from the standpoint of 
Jewish national opposition to the Divine Plan for Order through the 
Mystical Body of Christ. This detracts from the value of the book.
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from the Way…Let Jesus be excluded, and human reason is left with-
out its greatest protection and illumination: the very notion is easily 
lost of the end for which God created human society…Their minds 
busy with a hundred confused projects, rulers and subjects alike travel 
a devious road, bereft as they are of safe guidance and fixed principle. 
Just as it is pitiable and calamitous to wander out of the way, so it is to 
desert the truth. But the first absolute and essential truth is Christ, the 
Word of God, consubstantial and co-eternal with the Father, who with 
the Father, is one.”9

Pius XI is just as explicit as Leo XIII. “No belief in God,” he writes, 
“will in the long run be preserved pure and genuine, if it is not sup-
ported by belief in Christ… Belief in Christ will not be preserved true 
and genuine, if not supported and protected by belief in the Church, 
the pillar and the ground of truth (1Tim. 3:15). Christ himself, God 
praised forever in the ages, has erected this pillar of faith. His command 
to hear the Church (Mt. 28:17), to hear his words and commandments 
(Lk. 10:16), in the words and commandments of the Church, is meant 
for the men of all times and places…The moral conduct of mankind 
is grounded on faith in God kept pure and true. Every attempt to dis-
lodge moral teaching and moral conduct from the rock of faith, and to 
erect them on the shifting sands of human regulations, sooner or later 
leads the individual and the community to moral destruction.”10

These principles of Pope Leo XIII and Pope Pius XI apply with 
greater force to the Jewish nation and its leaders than to others, for they 
have rejected greater graces and turned against God with dire ingrati-
tude. They are Our Lord’s own people according to the flesh. It is no 
wonder, then, that we find terrible divagations from order in the books 
or codes which their leaders have compiled to guide and direct their 
relations with God and their fellow men. The Kabbala contains, chiefly 
but not exclusively, the divagations from order with regard to mysti-
cal union with God and the growth of the spiritual life. The Talmud 

9  Encyclical Letter, Tametsi, On Christ Our Redeemer.
10  Encyclical Letter, Mit brennender Sorge, On the Persecution of the 

Church in Germany. In the Encyclical Letter, Divini Redemptoris, the 
same Pontiff wrote: “Everything must crumble that is not grounded on 
the one corner stone which is Christ Jesus.”
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contains, chiefly, but not exclusively, the deviations from right order 
concerning social relations with non-Jews.11

The Primary Allegiance of the Jews
Read in the light of what has been written, the following observa-

tions will help one to understand the difference between the situation 
of a Jew who becomes a citizen of the United States or France or Italy 
and, say, an Irishman who becomes a citizen of one of these states.

The members of the Jewish nation, while retaining their allegiance 
to their own nation, are also citizens of other nations. Given the Mes-
sianic aspirations of their own nation, they are bound to strive for the 
domination of their nation over the others, as they are firmly convinced 
that in this way alone justice and peace will reign upon the earth. The 
positions attained by them in the councils and legislative assemblies 
of other nations must logically be for them, at least primarily, means 
for advancing the domination of their own people. That Christ should 
reign over nations, in order that the influence of his supernatural life 
should be felt in all public life, elevating and purifying it, is utterly 
abhorrent to their naturalism. They entertain considerable contempt 
for the national patriotism of non-Jews, though in public pronounce-
ments they may pander to it for the sake of their own interests. If the 
Jews, for example, assisted at a peace conference merely as representa-
tives of a Palestinian state, their role thereat would be proportioned to 
the importance of that state, but when they assist as secretaries of Lloyd 
George and Clemenceau and adviser of President Wilson, then we 
know that English, French, and American citizenship will be utilized 
for the furtherance of the interests of a nation that believes firmly that 
English, French, and Americans are destined by God to be subject to it.

The primary allegiance of an Irishman, who has become a citizen 
of the United States, is to the United States. He may retain his sympa-
thies with Irish national aspirations, but—to put it mildly—he is not 
imbued from birth with the idea that the Irish nation is destined to 
rule over the Americans and all other nations. Besides, if the Irishman 

11  For the development of the ideas outlined here, cf. The Mystical Body 
of Christ and the Reorganisation of Society, Part II.



50 Chapter IV: The Organized Naturalism of the Jewish Nation

in question is still a Catholic and believes firmly in the supernatural 
Messias already come, he will be convinced that any subordination of 
the legitimate interests of the nation of which he is a citizen to those of 
any other nation will be sinful. If, in any public capacity, he found his 
sympathies with Irish national aspirations (which, as has been said, do 
not include a program of bringing other nations into subjection) com-
ing into conflict with the mission entrusted to him of safeguarding pri-
marily the interests of the U.S.A., he would in conscience be obliged to 
resign. Otherwise, he would fail in his duty to the supernatural Messias, 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. The Jew, to be consistent, would fail in his 
duty to the Messias to come, if he did not subordinate the interests 
of every other nation to those of his own. There is, accordingly, a vital 
difference of attitude, which has its ultimate ground in the doctrines 
respectively held with regard to the Messias.12

Contrasting Programs

12  It is well to call attention to the fact that the Balfour Declaration of 
Nov. 2nd, 1917, allows Jews to be citizens of the Jewish state in Palestine 
and also citizens of other states. For non-Jews, citizenship is restricted 
to one state. Why should Jews be permitted to be citizens of two states 
and to utilize their favored position to prepare for their naturalistic Mes-
sianic age?

Program of the Jewish Nation 
since the rejection of Christ 

before Pilate and on Calvary.

Firstly
The Jewish nation, under 

the natural Messias, will estab-
lish union among the nations. 
That necessarily involves aiming 
at the elimination of every ves-
tige of the supernatural life that 
comes from Christ.

Program of Christ the King 
through His Mystical Body, the 

Catholic Church

Firstly
The Catholic Church, super-

natural and supranational, is the 
one way established by God for the 
ordered return of human beings to 
him. All states and nations are bound 
to acknowledge it as such, and all 
men of all nations are called upon to 
enter it as members of Christ.
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Secondly

The Catholic Church is the 
sole divinely-appointed guardian 
of the whole moral law, natural 
and revealed.

Thirdly
Christian marriage, the foun-

dation of the Christian family, as 
the symbol of the union of Christ 
and his Mystical Body, is one and 
indissoluble.

Fourthly
Children must be educated 

as members of Christ’s Mystical 
Body, so that they may be able to 
look at everything, nationality in-
cluded, from that standpoint.

Fifthly
Ownership of property 

should be widely diffused, in or-
der to facilitate families in pro-
curing a sufficiency of material 
goods for their members. Unions 
of owners and workers in guilds 
will reflect the solidarity of the 
Mystical Body of Christ.

Secondly

The Jewish nation, under the 
natural Messias, will decide what 
is moral and what is immoral.

Thirdly
Divorce and polygamy will take 

the place of Christian marriage.

Fourthly
As the doctrine of member-

ship of Christ is a corruption of 
the true Jewish message to the 
world, all trace of membership 
of Christ and of the supernatural 
life of grace must be eliminated 
from education. Non-Jews must 
be trained to accept submission to 
the Jewish nation, and non-Jewish 
nationality must not conflict with 
Jewish worldwide supremacy.

Fifthly
Complete socialization of 

property, either in the form of 
ownership of everything by the 
state, or by the relatively few fi-
nanciers who control the state, 
must be aimed at. Ownership 
of property, especially in land, 
makes for independence, so it 
must be eliminated.
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Sixthly

Money is the instrument by 
which state control or state social-
ization is brought about. Instead 
of the correct order of finance for 
production and production for 
members of Christ, men must 
be subservient to production and 
production to finance. State con-
trol can be maintained by means 
of financial control.

As family life is central and vital in social organization, it may 
be well, as an illustration of the above contrast, to quote an expres-
sion of the Jewish attitude towards marriage. The Jewish Chronicle 
(11/6/1937) stated the Jewish standpoint towards marriage as fol-
lows: “Jewish law has no use for theories about the indissoluble mar-
riage tie ... Marriage is, in the Jewish view, just a civil transaction 
or social contract between human beings and, as such, liable to be 
abrogated if the agreement fails. The Jewish standpoint on divorce is, 
in a word, both humane and rational.”

Sixthly

The monetary system of a 
country is meant to be at the ser-
vice of production in view of the 
virtuous life of members of Christ 
in happy families.



CHAPTER V

The Naturalism of Freemasonry

Naturalism and Supernaturalism
We have studied the opposition to the Mystical Body of Christ of 

the Jewish nation, the non-secret organized naturalistic force. Let us 
now turn to the secret organized naturalistic force—Freemasonry. The 
Masonic Society or group of societies, is, as has been already remarked, 
a visible organization, but its naturalistic or anti-supernatural character 
is secret or camouflaged. Relatively few of its members are aware of the 
naturalism or anti-supernaturalism of its end, as well as of its ritual 
and symbolism. Let us make clear, first of all, what we mean by the 
naturalism of Freemasonry.

I. Supernaturalism affirms that the life of grace, participation in 
the life of the Blessed Trinity, is infinitely higher than the natural life 
of human reason and that the unique source of that life in the existing 
order, is Our Lord Jesus Christ. The loss of supernatural life through 
the fall of the first Adam has been repaired through membership of 
the Mystical Body of the second Adam. Naturalism on the contrary, 
affirms that our highest life is the life of reason, and, consequently, 
denies that there has been any such thing as a fall from, or a loss of, 
supernatural life.

II. Supernaturalism affirms, as is logical, that it is only through 
cultivation of our membership of Our Lord’s Mystical Body that we 
can be good men and true, as we ought to be. Naturalism, also logically, 
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affirms that it is a matter of indifference whether one invokes Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, or Mahomet or Buddha, or nobody at all.

III. Supernaturalism teaches that the Church, the Mystical Body 
of Christ, is infinitely higher and nobler than any natural society, while 
insisting that ordered love of country and native-land must be sedu-
lously cultivated. The naturalistic mentality, on the contrary, insists 
that the highest social organization is the individual state, or the whole 
group of states, tending to coalesce into a World State.

IV. The Catholic Church will aim at permeating all social life, po-
litical and economic, with the spirit of the Mystical Body. The state 
or group of states aimed at by naturalists will aim at eliminating every 
vestige of supernatural life from social organization.1

In this chapter we shall prove the naturalism of Freemasonry, in the 
first place, from the Papal Encyclicals, beginning with the Encyclical 
Letter of Pope Leo XIII, Humanum Genus, which is specially devoted 
to the subject; and secondly, from Anderson’s Constitutions, the oldest 
official publication of the English Grand Lodge.

1  “What naturalists or rationalists aim at in philosophy, that the support-
ers of liberalism, carrying out the principles laid down by naturalism, 
are attempting in the domain of morality and politics. The fundamental 
doctrine of rationalism is the supremacy of the human reason, which, 
refusing due submission to the divine and eternal reason, proclaims its 
own independence, and constitutes itself the supreme principle and 
source and judge of truth.” (Encyclical Letter of Pope Leo XIII, on Hu-
man Liberty).
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The Naturalism of Freemasonry According to The Papal Encyclicals

The Encyclical Letter, Humanum Genus2

(Encyclical Letter of His Holiness Pope Leo XIII on Freemasonry.)

To Our Venerable Brethren, The Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, 
and Bishops of the Catholic World in Grace and Communion 

with the Apostolic See, Pope Leo XIII.
Beloved Sons, Health and Apostolic Benediction.

The Two Camps
After the human race, through the envious efforts of Satan, had 

had the misfortune to turn away from God, who had created it and 
bestowed on it the supernatural life of grace and other heavenly gifts, 
it became divided into two distinct and mutually hostile camps. One 
of these steadily combats for truth and virtue, the other for all that is 
opposed to virtue and truth. The former is the Kingdom of God on 
earth, namely the true Church of Jesus Christ, and all who wish to 
belong to it sincerely and in a manner worthy of salvation must serve 
God and his only-begotten Son with all the vigor of their minds and 
all the strength of their wills. The latter is the kingdom of Satan, un-
der whose sway and in whose power are all those who, following the 
baneful example of their leader and of our first parents, refuse to obey 
the divine and eternal law, and in many ways either show contempt for 
God or openly revolt against him.

St. Augustine had a clear vision of these two kingdoms, and he 
accurately described them under the image of two states with laws dia-
metrically opposed, because of the completely divergent ends to which 
they tend. In a few concise and well-chosen phrases, he indicated the 

2  All the papal documents quoted in this chapter have been translated 
from the originals as contained in the Editions de la Bonne Presse, Paris. 
Cross headings have been added in the translation of the Encyclical 
Letter, Humanum Genus, for the sake of clearness.
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efficient cause of each as follows: “Two loves have formed two cities: 
the love of self, reaching to contempt of God, an earthly city; the love 
of God, reaching to contempt of self, a heavenly one.”3

While the two armies have always been engaged in conflict down 
the ages, the equipment of the combatants and the mode of warfare 
have varied considerably, as well as the force and vigor of the opposing 
forces. In our day, however, the partisans of evil seem to be drawing 
closer together and, as a body, appear to be animated with extraordi-
nary energy, under the leadership and with the assistance of the widely 
diffused and strongly organized association known as Freemasonry. No 
longer concealing their designs, they are now with the greatest audacity, 
preparing to rise up against God himself. They are planning the utter 
destruction of Holy Church publicly and openly, with the intention of 
completely despoiling the Christian nations of the benefits procured 
for them by Jesus Christ, Our Savior, if that were possible. Afflicted 
by the sight of those evils, We feel Ourselves frequently constrained by 
the charity which presses Us, to call upon God and cry: “For lo, thy 
enemies have made a noise: and they that hate Thee have lifted up the 
head. They have taken a malicious counsel against Thy people, and 
they have consulted against Thy saints. They have said; ‘Come and let 
us destroy them, so that they be not a nation.’”4 In the face of such a 
crisis, when so pitiless and so persistent a warfare is being waged on the 
Catholic name, it is Our duty to indicate, the danger, to point out the 
enemies of Christ, and to withstand, as far as is in Us lies, their plans 
and their designs, lest the souls committed to Our care should be lost 
for all eternity. We are bound to strive, too, that the Kingdom of Jesus 
Christ, of which We have received the charge, may not only survive 
and hold its own, but may extend its boundaries ever wider and wider 
over the whole earth.

Previous Condemnations of Freemasonry
The Roman Pontiffs, Our Predecessors, ever vigilant and solic-

itous for the safety of the Christian people, promptly detected the 

3  The City of God, Book XIV, C.17.
4  Ps. 82:3–5.
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presence of this dangerous enemy and its designs, as soon as it came 
out of the darkness in which it had been secretly plotting. Looking 
far ahead into the future they raised the alarm and enjoined on both 
rulers and peoples to be on their guard and not to allow themselves 
to be ensnared by the tricks and devices prepared for their deception. 
The first warning of the danger was given by Pope Clement XII in 
the year 1738. The Constitution promulgated by this Pope was con-
firmed and renewed by Pope Benedict XIV. Pope Pius VII followed 
in the footsteps of these two Pontiffs. Pope Leo XII, having collected 
in his Apostolic Constitution all the acts and decrees of the preceding 
Pontiffs on this subject, ratified and confirmed them forever.5 Pope 
Pius VIII,6 Pope Gregory XVI,7 and on numerous occasions, Pope 
Pius IX expressed the same views.8

When once the fundamental constitution and the spirit of Freema-
sonry had been understood from the clear evidence of its proceedings, 
from the knowledge of its principles and causes, from the publication 
of its rules, its rites and their commentaries, as well as by numerous 
testimonies of its members, this Apostolic See denounced it and openly 
proclaimed that this body, set up in opposition to law and right, was 
dangerous for the interests both of the Christian religion and of the 
state. The Holy See at the same time forbade any one to enter the so-
ciety under those severer penalties which the Church is accustomed to 
inflict on those who are guilty of graver crimes.

Infuriated by these measures, and hoping that, by employing con-
tempt and calumny, they could either evade or whittle down the force 
of these condemnations, the associates accused the Sovereign Pontiffs 
who had pronounced them, either of having decreed what was unjust 
or of having exceeded the bounds of moderation in the penalties in-
flicted. This was the course they adopted in order to escape the authori-
ty and lessen the import of the Apostolic Constitutions of Clement XII, 
Benedict XIV, Pius VII, and Pius IX. Nevertheless, in the ranks of the 

5  Apostolic Constitution, Quo graviora, 13th March, 1825.
6  Encyclical Letter, Traditi, 21st March, 1829.
7  Encyclical Letter, Mirari vos, 15th August, 1832.
8  Encyclical Letter, Qui pluribus, 9th Nov., 1846, Allocution, and Multi-

plies inter, 25th Sept., 1865, etc.
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Masonic Society itself, there were to be found men who, even in spite 
of themselves, admitted that, given the doctrine and the discipline of 
the Catholic Church, the Roman Pontiffs had only done what was 
right and lawful for them to do. To these admissions must be added 
the statements made by many princes and rulers of states, in complete 
agreement with what the Sovereign Pontiffs had said. These statesmen 
either made it their business to denounce the Masonic Society to the 
Holy See or to brand it as dangerous by enacting special laws against 
it, as was done in Holland, Austria, Switzerland, Spain, Bavaria, Savoy 
and other parts of Italy.

It is especially important to note that the course of events justified 
the far-seeing prudence of Our Predecessors. It is true that their wise 
foresight and paternal solicitude had not always and everywhere the 
desired success. This happened, either on account of the dissimulation 
and cunning of the members of the society or because of the thought-
lessness and imprudence of those whose business it chiefly was to at-
tend diligently to the matter. Hence it came about that, in the space of 
150 years, Freemasonry increased to an incredible extent. Employing 
both audacity and fraud, the members of the Association have succeed-
ed in gaining entrance into every walk of life, so that now they seem 
to be almost the ruling power in states. There have followed from this 
swift and formidable advance precisely those evils foreseen long ago by 
Our Predecessors, for the Church, for the authority of rulers, and for 
the public welfare. Things have come to such a pass that henceforth 
there will be serious reason to fear, not indeed for the Church, for her 
foundations are far too solid to be overthrown by human efforts, but 
for the security of those states, in which the society, of which We are 
speaking, wields too great an influence, or in which are to be found 
other similar bodies which act as its servants and satellites.

For these reasons, as soon as the government of the Church had 
been committed to Our care, We clearly saw and judged it to be Our 
duty to combat to the utmost of Our power this formidable organi-
zation for evil, and to throw into the conflict all the weight of Our 
authority. Profiting by the frequent opportunities offered to Us, We 
treated some of the chief points of doctrine which seemed to have been 
most influenced by the perverse teachings of Freemasonry. Thus in 
Our Encyclical Letter, Quod Apostoli Muneris, We strove to refute the 
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monstrous tenets of the Socialists and the Communists. Afterwards, 
in another Letter, namely, Arcanum, We undertook to explain and de-
fend the true and genuine idea of family life, of which marriage is the 
origin and the source. Again, in the Encyclical Letter beginning with 
the word, Diuturnum, We set forth the theory of political power in 
conformity with the principles of Christian wisdom and showed how 
marvelously it harmonizes with the natural order of things on the one 
hand and with the well-being of peoples and rulers on the other.

Masonic Discipline and Aims
In this present Letter, following the example of Our Predecessors, 

We have decided to treat directly of Freemasonry itself, of its doctrine 
as a whole, of its aims, and of its habitual line of thought and action, 
in order to bring out into ever clearer light its evil influence and to do 
what We can to prevent the spread of this fearful plague.

There are in the world several organized bodies of men which 
though they differ from one another in name, ritual, form and origin, 
are yet in complete agreement in their essential principle, and their 
aim. Thus they really form one organization with Freemasonry which 
is a kind of central body, from which they all radiate and in which their 
activities are co-ordinated. Though these organizations do not now ap-
pear to be very desirous of remaining in concealment, though they 
hold their reunions in broad daylight and in view of all and publish 
their own periodicals, nevertheless, when matters are carefully weighed 
and examined, it is clear that they belong to the category of secret so-
cieties and that they retain the characteristics of these bodies. In them 
there are many things resembling mysteries, which their constitutions 
insist must be kept hidden most carefully not only from non-members; 
but from very many associates also. Such are, for example, their secret 
and ultimate designs, the identity of the supreme heads, and certain 
secret and particularly concealed reunions, along with the decisions 
arrived at and the ways and means of carrying them out. The manifold 
differences among the members in regard to rights, duties, and func-
tions, the elaborate hierarchical distinction of orders and degrees, and 
the severe discipline, by which the associates are governed, all these, 
contribute enormously to the maintenance of secrecy.
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Candidates for admission to the society are obliged to promise and 
in most cases even to take a solemn oath that they will never, at any 
time or in any way, make known to anyone, either the members, or the 
signs or the doctrine of, the society. In this way by the help of a deceit-
ful external appearance and by steady cultivation of a policy of dissim-
ulation, the Freemasons, like the Manicheans in former times, leave no 
stone unturned to keep themselves hidden and to have as witnesses of 
their actions, only their own associates.

To secure the advantage of concealment, they masquerade as think-
ers and men of letters, associated for the pursuit of learning. They are 
forever boasting of their zeal for cultural progress and of their love of 
the poor; they declare, that all they want is to improve the conditions, 
of the masses and to secure for as many as possible, a share in the 
benefits of civilization. Even if we, suppose their intentions to be sin-
cere, these by no means exhaust their aims. Moreover, those who are 
enrolled must promise and undertake to obey the injunctions of their 
leaders and masters with the most unquestioning submission and the 
greatest fidelity, and to be always ready to carry out their orders at the 
least sign or the slightest indication of their will, submitting themselves 
in advance, in case of disobedience, to the direst penalties and even to 
death itself. And in fact, if any of the associates are convicted of having 
proved false, to the discipline of the society or of having disobeyed or-
ders, they are not infrequently, punished with death, and the sentence 
is carried out with such audacity and dexterity, that the assassin, very 
often escapes detection and does not pay the just penalty of his crime.

The Disordered Spirit of Freemasonry
But to hide one’s real purpose and to wish to remain hidden; to 

bind men like slaves with the tightest bonds, and without giving any 
sufficient reason for such conduct; to make use of men, thus enslaved 
to the will of another, for all kinds of crimes; to arm men for murder af-
ter having secured impunity for the crime, all these practices are enor-
mities opposed to the natural law. Accordingly, reason and truth itself 
make it clear that the society of which we are speaking is in flagrant 
opposition to justice and fair dealing. There are also other proofs, and 
remarkably clear ones, which show still more plainly that Freemasonry 
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is, by its essential constitution, antagonistic to natural virtue. For no 
matter how great may be men’s skill in hiding the truth and no matter 
how prolonged their practice in the art of lying, nevertheless, it is im-
possible that the intrinsic nature of a cause should not manifest itself, 
at least to some extent, by its effects. “A good tree cannot bring forth 
evil fruit, neither can an evil tree bring forth good fruit” (Mt. 7:18). 
Now Freemasonry produces pernicious fruit of the bitterest taste. For, 
from what We have already set forth, it is indisputably evident that 
their ultimate aim is to uproot completely the whole religious and po-
litical order of the world, which has been brought into existence by 
Christianity, and to replace it by another in harmony with their way of 
thinking. This will mean that the foundation and the laws of the new 
structure of society will be drawn from pure naturalism.

All that We have said and all that We are about so say must be un-
derstood of Freemasonry taken as a whole and as including its kindred 
and confederated associations, but Our remarks do not apply to each 
of the individual members of the Masonic body. Amongst these there 
may be some and even many, who, though they have incurred the guilt 
of having enrolled themselves in such an association, yet do not per-
sonally take a vicious part in the crimes perpetrated by the organization 
and are ignorant of the final purpose for which it is working. In the 
same way it is possible that some of the affiliated societies do not ap-
prove of certain extreme conclusions, to which they would seem to be 
committed, in view of the fact that these conclusions follow logically 
from the principles held in common by all. They are deterred by the 
very foulness of these conclusions when seen in all their hideousness. 
Some of the societies, again, are induced by particular circumstances 
of time and place either to aim at achieving less than the other asso-
ciations or than they themselves would wish to attempt. They are not, 
however, on this account, to be considered as alien to the Masonic 
Federation, because the Masonic Federation is to be judged, not so 
much by what it has achieved and brought to completion as by the 
spirit which animates it and by its general principles.
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The Meaning of Naturalism
What this animating spirit is can be clearly seen from the signifi-

cation of the term, naturalism, which has already been employed to 
designate it. The fundamental doctrine of the naturalists is that human 
nature and human reason must be in all things mistress and guide. This 
decided, they either ignore man’s duties towards God or pervert them 
by vague and erroneous opinions. For they deny that anything has 
been revealed by God; they do not admit any religious dogma, or any 
truth that cannot be understood by the human intelligence; they deny 
the existence of any teacher who ought to be believed by reason of the 
authority of his office. Since, however, it is the special and exclusive 
function of the Catholic Church to preserve from any trace of corrup-
tion and to set forth in their integrity the truths divinely entrusted to 
her keeping, including her own authority to teach them to the world, 
and the other heavenly aids to salvation, it is against the Church that 
the rage of the enemies of the supernatural and their most ferocious 
attacks are principally directed.

Freemasonry is Naturalistic or Anti-Supernatural
Now, if the mode of action of the Masonic Association in what 

concerns religion be examined, especially wherever it is more at liberty 
to cast off restraint, it will be clear to any impartial observer that it is 
aiming at carrying out the program of the naturalists.

By lengthy and persevering labor they strive to bring about a condi-
tion of affairs in which the teaching office and authority of the Church 
shall count for nothing in the eyes of the state. It is for this reason that 
they continually proclaim and contend that Church and state should 
be completely separated and divorced. By this means they exclude the 
exceedingly beneficent influence of the Catholic Church from the 
making of laws and from state administration, and logically conclude 
that states must be constituted with complete disregard for the laws 
and precepts of the Church.

Nor can they be satisfied with ignoring the Church—the best of 
guides—and eliminating her influence, they treat her as an enemy 
and seek to injure her. This is the explanation of the impunity that is 
allowed to those who attack the very foundations of the Church by 
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word, writing and teaching. Neither the rights of the Church nor her 
divine prerogatives are spared. The least possible freedom is left her; 
she is hampered by laws that do not seem on the surface too oppres-
sive, but which are in reality expressly framed with a view to impeding 
her liberty of action. As examples of such legislation, We can point to 
the onerous laws specially imposed on the clergy, which aim at both 
reducing their members and at diminishing their necessary means of 
existence and action; the galling restrictions by which the remaining 
possessions of the Church are tied down and placed under the power 
and arbitrary control of state administrators, the enactments by which 
religious communities are suppressed and broken up.

It is, however, against the Apostolic See and the Roman Pontiff that 
the efforts of the Freemasons have for a long time been specially direct-
ed. After the Sovereign Pontiff had been, for lying reasons, deprived of 
his temporal power which was the bulwark of his independence and 
of his rights, he was reduced to a position that was iniquitous and at 
the same time made intolerable by difficulties arising on every side. 
Now the time has come when the members of these associations open-
ly proclaim what in secret they have long been plotting, namely, that 
the sacred power of the Roman Pontiffs must be done away with and 
the Papacy itself, instituted by God, utterly destroyed. If other proofs 
were lacking, this fact is sufficiently vouched for by the testimony of 
men who have intimate knowledge of the matter. Most of these have 
frequently declared it to be true, both in the recent and in the more 
remote past, that the Freemasons intend to pursue Catholicism with 
the most implacable hatred and that they will not rest until they have 
completely overthrown all the religious institutions created by the Sov-
ereign Pontiffs.

If those who are received into Freemasonry are not obliged to ab-
jure Catholicism explicitly, this, instead of being an obstacle to Ma-
sonic aims, is, on the contrary, helpful to them. First of all, in this way 
they easily deceive the simple-minded and the unwary and entice many 
others to join their ranks. Secondly, as all those who present themselves 
from any form of religion are readily received. Freemasons thereby suc-
cessfully inculcate the great error of this age, namely, that religion is 
a matter of indifference and that one religion is as good as another. 
Such an attitude of mind spells the ruin of all religions, especially of 
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the Catholic religion, which, since it is the one true religion, is treated 
with the gravest injustice and offered the worst form of insult, when it 
is placed on the same level as other forms of worship.

Consequences of Naturalism
But the naturalists go further still, for having rashly taken a com-

pletely erroneous course in regard to the most important questions, 
they are carried headlong to the ultimate consequences of their prin-
ciples, either on account of the weakness of human nature or because 
God thus inflicts upon them the just punishment of their pride. Hence 
it comes about that even those truths that are attainable by the natural 
light of human reason (such as most assuredly are, the existence of God, 
the immateriality or spirituality of the human soul, and its immortali-
ty) are no longer held by them to be certain and unquestionable.

Steering a similar erroneous course, the Freemasons have struck the 
same rocks. Although as a rule, they admit the existence of God, they 
themselves openly admit that they do not all firmly assent to this truth 
and hold it with unwavering conviction. For they do not attempt to 
hide the fact that this question of God is the chief source and cause of 
discord amongst them: nay, it is well known that recently it has been 
the subject of a serious disagreement in their ranks. As a matter of fact, 
however, they allow their members the greatest license on the point, 
so that they are at liberty to hold that God exists or that God does 
not exist, and those who obstinately affirm that there is no God are 
admitted just as readily as those who, while indeed asserting that there 
is a God, nevertheless, have wrong ideas about him, like the Pantheists. 
This is purely and simply the suppression of the truth about God, while 
holding on to an absurd caricature of the divine nature.

When once this most fundamental truth of all has been overthrown 
or weakened, the human mind inevitably begins to lose hold on other 
principles that can be known by the light of human reason, namely, 
that all things have been brought into existence by a free and sovereign 
act on the part of the creator, that the world is governed by Divine 
Providence, that human souls are immortal, and that, after this life 
here on earth, human beings will live another life that will last for ever. 
The loss of these truths, which are the foundation of the natural order 
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and which are so vital for the rational guidance of life and the practical 
conduct of men, will have a serious repercussion on public and private 
morality. We need not dwell upon the effect of this collapse upon the 
supernatural virtues which no one can either exercise or acquire with-
out a special gift and grace from God. Of these virtues it is of course 
impossible to find any trace in those who contemptuously reject as 
unknown, the redemption of the human race, divine grace, the sacra-
ments and the happiness to be attained in Heaven. We speak only of 
those duties which follow from the principles of natural morality.

Now, that God is the creator of the world and its provident ruler, 
that there is an eternal law which ordains respect for the natural order 
and forbids its being disturbed, that the final end of man is to be found 
in a sphere far removed from human things and beyond this earthly 
sojourn: these are the sources and the principles of all justice and mo-
rality. If these are done away with, as the naturalists and the Freema-
sons desire, it will be straightway impossible to distinguish accurately 
between justice and injustice or discern what is the foundation of that 
distinction. And in fact the moral formation which alone finds favor 
with the Freemasons and which, they hold, should be given to youth, is 
that which they call civil and emancipated and independent. From this 
formation all religion is excluded. But how insufficient this training 
is, how lacking in firmness and how easily blown about by every gust 
of passion, can be easily seen from the regrettable results which have 
already begun to make their appearance. For, wherever this training 
has ousted Christian moral formation and begun to enjoy more or less 
undisturbed sway, there uprightness and moral integrity have quick-
ly begun to decay, the most monstrous opinions have sprung up and 
waxed strong, and the effrontery of evil-doers has grown apace. These 
evils are today the subject of widespread complaints and regrets, and 
these complaints are frequently corroborated by those of many men 
who are compelled to acknowledge the evidence of the truth, though 
it is the last thing they would wish to do, in regard to the matter in 
question. Besides, since human nature is stained by original sin and 
is therefore more inclined to vice than to virtue, in order to lead a 
virtuous life, it is indispensable to restrain the disorderly movements 
of the soul and bring the passions into subjection to reason. In this 
struggle, what appeals to nature must very often be despised, and the 
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greatest labors 9 and sufferings must be endured that reason may always 
remain in triumphant control. Now, the naturalists and the Masons, 
not accepting by faith those truths which have been made known to us 
by God’s revelation, deny that the first Adam fell. Consequently, they 
hold that free will is in no way “weakened and inclined to evil.” On the 
contrary, exaggerating the virtue and goodness of our nature and con-
sidering it to be the only source and rule of justice, it does not occur to 
them that continual effort and unremitting attention are necessary to 
bridle rebellious passions and keep them under steady control. This is 
the reason why we see human beings beset with so many temptations 
to indulge in the pleasures of the senses. This is the explanation of the 
publication of journals and pamphlets that are both unrestrained and 
indecent, as well as the shocking licentiousness of the stage and the 
scandalous treatment of artistic subjects according to the shameless 
laws of so-called realism. This is, too, the pretext under which are ex-
cused or justified the systematic pandering to effeminacy and luxury, 
and the continual pursuit of every form of pleasure by which virtue 
may be weakened and lulled to sleep. In all this those who take away 
from men all hope of the joys of heaven, and lower the whole ideal 
of happiness to the level of fleeting pleasure, and make it of the earth 
earthly, are certainly gravely guilty, but they are quite consistent.

What We have said can be confirmed by a fact that is astounding 
not so much in itself, as in its open admission. Since, in general, no one 
obeys cunning and crafty schemers so readily as those whose courage 
and self-control have been sapped and broken by subjection to the 
yoke of their passions, there have been found in Freemasonry men who 
have proclaimed their determination to strive skillfully and cunningly 
to saturate the masses with every form of vice. They hope that the 
masses thus debased will be like putty in their hands to carry out their 
future projects, no matter what may be their nature.

With regard to family life, the teaching of the naturalists may be 
summed up as follows: marriage belongs to the class of commercial 
contracts and can therefore be rightly revoked at will by those who 
have contracted it. The enactments of the state have power over the 
marriage bond. In the education of youth, nothing that concerns 

9  Conc. Trid., Sess. VI, De Justif., c. 1.
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religion is to be taught systematically or prescribed methodically. When 
each one has attained to man’s estate, he must be left free to follow 
whatever religion he may prefer. All these points are fully assented to 
by the Freemasons, and not only do they accept them, but they have 
long been endeavoring to introduce them into manners and customs. 
Already in many countries, even in those that pass for Catholic, it has 
been enacted that no marriages other than civil marriages will be con-
sidered lawful; in others, the law allows divorce; while in others, every 
effort is being made to introduce legislation for the purpose as soon as 
possible. Thus the time is rapidly approaching when the nature of the 
matrimonial contract will have been completely perverted. It will have 
come to be considered an unstable union entered into under the pass-
ing influence of passion and liable to be dissolved when that influence 
has grown weak.

In their efforts to secure control of the education of youth, the 
Freemasons show the greatest unity and cohesion. They expect that 
they can easily form those soft and malleable minds according to their 
own ideas and mold them to their purposes. They are well aware that 
nothing can be more efficacious than the training of youth to prepare 
for the state a race of citizens of the type they long for. Accordingly, 
they will not allow Catholic priests to have any share either in the actu-
al teaching in or in the management and control of schools for the ed-
ucation and instruction of children. In many places they have already 
succeeded in placing the training of youth exclusively in the hands of 
laymen, and they have excluded from moral formation any mention of 
those all-important and most sacred duties of man towards God.

Next comes their political doctrine. In the sphere of politics, the 
naturalists lay down that all men have the same rights and that all are 
equal and alike in every respect; that everyone is by nature free and 
independent; that no one has the right to exercise authority over an-
other: that it is an act of violence to demand of men obedience to any 
authority not emanating from themselves. All power is, therefore, in 
the free people. Those who exercise authority do so either by the man-
date or the permission of the people, so that, when the popular will 
changes, rulers of states may lawfully be deposed even against their will. 
The source of all rights and civic duties is held to reside either in the 
multitude or in the ruling power in the state, provided that it has been 
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constituted according to the new principles. They hold also that the 
state should not acknowledge God and that, out of the various forms 
of religion, there is no reason why one should be preferred to another. 
According to them, all should be on the same level.

Now that these views are held by the Freemasons also, and that 
they want to set up states constituted according to this ideal, is too 
well known to be in need of proof. For a long time they have been 
openly striving with all their strength and with all the resources at their 
command to bring this about. They thus prepare the way for those 
numerous and more reckless spirits who, in their mad desire to arrive 
at equality and common ownership of goods, are ready to hurl society 
into an even worse condition, by the destruction of all distinctions of 
rank and property.

Freemasonry’s Aim: Elimination of  
Supernatural Life From Society

From the points We have touched upon, it is quite clear what Free-
masonry is and what it is aiming at. Its chief tenets are so completely 
and manifestly at variance with human reason that nothing more wick-
ed can be conceived. To wish to destroy religion and the Church which 
God himself, has founded, and which he will watch over to the end of 
time, to strive to bring back, after the lapse of eighteen centuries, the 
customs and morals of the pagans is the height of folly and outrageous 
impiety. But it is not less horrible or less intolerable that those benefits 
should be repudiated which have been mercifully won by Jesus Christ 
for men, not only as individuals, but also as members of families and 
states. Even our enemies do not hesitate to give testimony of the very 
high esteem in which they hold these benefits. In this mad and wicked 
design, the implacable hatred and thirst for vengeance with which Sa-
tan is animated against Our Lord Jesus Christ becomes almost visible 
to our bodily eyes.

Likewise, another purpose which Freemasonry vigorously strives 
to attain, is to uproot the fundamental principles of decency and right 
living and to co-operate with those who want to pass their lives in 
satisfying their desires as the animals do. This simply means urging 
the human race, a prey to shame and dishonor, along the path that 
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leads to destruction. The dangers which menace both the family and 
civil society contribute to make matters worse. As We have pointed 
out elsewhere, all peoples and all ages agree in recognizing in marriage 
something sacred and religious, and the law of God has laid down 
that marriages may not be dissolved. If marriages are deprived of their 
sacred character, and divorce introduced, trouble and confusion in the 
family will be the inevitable consequence. Women will be deprived of 
their dignity. Children will lose protection and security for themselves 
and their interests.

To ignore religion in public life, in the management and ad-
ministration of civil affairs, to pay no more heed to God than if 
he never existed shows a rashness and a temerity never met with 
even in the annals of paganism. The pagans had not a merely vague 
idea about the divinity, but the necessity of public worship was so 
deeply graven on their minds and hearts that they thought it eas-
ier to have a city without material foundations than without God. 
Human society, for which we are destined by nature, has assuredly 
been constituted by God, the Author of nature. From him, as from 
their principle and source, flow abundantly and continually the in-
numerable benefits which society confers on us. Accordingly, just 
as we are individually warned by the very voice of nature to offer to 
God the holy worship of our pious gratitude, because it is to him 
that we owe the gift of life and all the benefits that accompany it, so 
also for the same reason a like duty of worship is incumbent upon 
states and nations.

It is, therefore, clear that those who wish to release civil society 
from all obligations of religious worship are not only guilty of in-
justice but also give proof of ignorance and stupidity. By the will of 
God, men are born to live together in civil society. Authority, or the 
power of commanding, is a bond so necessary for every organized 
community that, if it is taken away, the organization will inevitably 
begin to break up. Hence it follows that the power of ruling in a 
society owes its origin to the author of the society. Therefore, we see 
that whoever is invested with authority is the minister of God. Ac-
cordingly, as the purpose and nature of human society demand, it is 
as right and fitting to obey legitimate authority when it prescribes 
what is just, as it is to obey God to whom all things are subject. 
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Moreover, nothing is further from the truth than to maintain that 
it depends on the will of the people to withdraw their obedience 
whenever it pleases them.

In like manner no one doubts that all men are equal in regard to 
their being of the same race and nature and having the same final end 
to be attained by each, and as far as the rights and duties that follow 
from that end are concerned. But as they are not all equally gifted, as 
they differ in qualities of mind and body, and as there exists amongst 
them almost innumerable distinctions of manners, tastes, and char-
acters, nothing is so repugnant to reason as to wish to apply the same 
measure to all and to introduce a strict mathematical equality into 
the regulations of civil life. Just as the perfect constitution of a human 
body results from the union and harmonious functioning of mem-
bers which have neither the same structure nor the same purpose, but 
which, by their proper arrangement and association, make the whole 
organism beautiful in appearance, solid, strong and apt to render all 
the services required, so in the organism of human society there is an 
almost infinite variety of dissimilar members. If these were all held to 
be equal and if each was to be free to act according to his fancy, the 
resultant state would be utterly unseemly. If, on the contrary, by a wise 
and orderly arrangement according to merits, pursuits and crafts, all 
keep in view the common good, they will present the picture of a so-
cial organism, well-constituted and completely in accordance with the 
demands of nature.

Freemasonry and the Future of Nations
From the anti-social character of the errors We have mentioned, it 

is clear that the greatest dangers are to be feared for states. For once the 
fear of God and the reverence due to his laws have been taken away, the 
authority of rulers treated with contempt, free rein and approval giv-
en to sedition, popular passions recklessly fanned, and all restraining 
influences eliminated except the fear of punishment, then, there will 
necessarily follow a revolutionary upheaval and a period of wholesale 
destruction of existing institutions.

A complete change and upheaval of this kind is being carefully 
prepared by numerous associations of Communists and Socialists, in 
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fact, it is their openly avowed aim; and Freemasonry is not only not 
opposed to their plans, but looks upon them with the greatest favor, 
as its leading principles are identical with theirs. If the Freemasons 
do not immediately and everywhere proceed to realize the ultimate 
conclusions contained in these principles, this is not because they are 
restrained by the discipline of the organization or by lack of determi-
nation, but partly on account of the power and virtue of that divine 
religion which cannot be crushed out of existence; and partly because 
the more balanced part of mankind are unwilling to sink into slavery 
under the domination of secret societies, and offer a vigorous resistance 
to their insane endeavors.

Deceitfulness of Freemasonry
Would that all men, judging the tree by its fruits, would come to 

recognize the germ and the source of the evils that weigh upon us and 
of the dangers that threaten us? We have to battle against deceitful and 
treacherous enemies who know how to appeal to the feelings of rulers 
and peoples, and have won the favor of both by soothing speeches and 
by flattery. By pretending to be the friends and supporters of politi-
cal rulers. Freemasons have succeeded in ingratiating themselves with 
them and have striven to make them allies and powerful collaborators 
in the work of oppressing the Catholic Church. In order to spur on 
those personages more efficaciously to this work of persecution, the 
Masons have pursued the Church with the obstinate calumny that she 
is ever jealous of the power and prerogatives of civil rulers, and envi-
ously wishes to supplant them. Having by these maneuvers secured 
impunity for their audacity, they have come to wield a very great in-
fluence in the government of states, but they are ready, nevertheless, to 
shake the foundations of empires, to assail, to denounce, and even to 
dethrone rulers, whenever these latter appear to use their authority in 
a manner different from what Freemasons would like.

In the same way they have cajoled and deluded the people. Loudly 
prating about liberty and public prosperity, they have got the people 
to believe that the Church and the sovereigns are responsible for the 
fact that the masses have not been set free from unjust servitude and 
delivered from poverty and want.
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And when they have thus doused in the people the thirst for nov-
elty and change, they urge them to overthrow both the Church and 
the civil power. Needless to say, the results achieved do not correspond 
to the hopes and expectations that have been raised. As a matter of 
fact, the masses are more miserable than they were before. They are 
compelled to do without a great part of those compensations for their 
sufferings and miseries, which they would easily have been able to ob-
tain in abundance, if matters had been arranged according to Christian 
principles. It usually happens that all who strive against the order es-
tablished by Divine Providence pay the penalty of their pride and find 
affliction and misery, in the place of the prosperity and the abundance 
upon which they had rashly counted.

Since the Church is chiefly and especially concerned with urging 
men to respect the rights of God, the Sovereign Lord of all, it is a 
calumny to accuse her either of being jealous of the civil authority or 
of claiming as her own any of the rights of civil rulers. So far is this 
from being the truth that she teaches that our obligations to the civil 
power are binding upon us in conscience through a conviction of duty. 
Since the Church holds that the right to rule comes from God himself, 
her teaching enhances greatly the dignity of the civil power and is a 
considerable help towards securing the submission and good will of 
the citizens. Always desirous of peace and anxious to maintain con-
cord and harmony, she embraces all in the tenderness of her maternal 
charity and, exclusively preoccupied with aiding poor mortal men, she 
teaches that clemency must be allied with justice, authority tempered 
with equity, and laws administered with moderation. She insists, too, 
that no man’s right may be violated, that order and public tranquility 
must be safeguarded, and that the sufferings of those who are in want 
must be relieved, as far as is possible, by public and private charity. But, 
to use the words of St. Augustine, “men believe, or would like to have it 
believed, that Christian teaching is incompatible with the good of the 
state, because they want the state to rest, not on the solid foundation 
of virtue, but on the impunity of vice.”10 All these things considered, if 
both princes and peoples joined forces with the Church to repel the at-
tacks of Freemasons instead of allying themselves with them to destroy 

10  Epist. 137 ad Volusianum, C.V. n.20.
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the Church, they would act completely in accordance with the dictates 
of prudent statesmanship and with the demands of the public welfare.

Practical Remedies
No matter what the future may be, it is Our duty, Venerable Breth-

ren, to try to remedy an evil so deplorable and so very widespread. 
Since We are well aware that Our best and firmest hope of remedy 
lies in the strength of that divine religion which the Freemasons hate 
in proportion to their fear of it, We hold it, therefore, to be of su-
preme importance to utilize all its wonderful salutary power against the 
common enemy. Accordingly, whatever Our Predecessors, the Roman 
Pontiffs, have decreed in view of opposing the designs and machina-
tions of Freemasonry, whatever they have enacted to keep men from 
becoming affiliated to such associations or to withdraw from them, if 
they have had the misfortune to be already members, all and each of 
these measures We ratify and confirm by Our Apostolic Authority. Full 
of confidence in the goodwill of Christians, We beg and beseech each 
one of them, for the sake of his eternal salvation, to consider it a sacred 
obligation of conscience never in the least to deviate from what the 
Apostolic See has enjoined in this matter.

We pray and conjure you, Venerable Brethren, to unite your efforts 
with Ours and to bring your zeal to bear on the extirpation of this foul 
pestilence whose poison is circulating through the arteries of the state 
and is threatened to corrupt it completely. You have to safeguard the 
glory of God and the salvation of your neighbor. Fighting for these 
great causes, neither your determination nor your courage will fail. It 
will be for your prudence to judge what are the most efficacious means 
to be employed, in order to overcome the difficulties and the obstacles 
that may arise. However, given the authority of Our office, it is becom-
ing that We Ourselves should indicate to you the most suitable line of 
conduct in the circumstances. Therefore, We enjoin the following:

First of all, tear off the mask from Freemasonry and make plain to 
all what it really is.

Secondly, in your Sermons and Pastoral Letters inform the peo-
ple of the artifices used by associations of this kind in order to win 
men over and to induce them to join their ranks. Show them also the 
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perversity of their naturalistic doctrines and the wickedness of their 
acts. Remind them of what Our Predecessors have repeatedly affirmed, 
namely, that no Catholic who rightly values the profession of the Cath-
olic faith and his eternal salvation, may, for any reason whatever, be-
come a Freemason. Let nobody be deceived by a false appearance of 
honesty. It may appear to some that Freemasons do not demand any-
thing that is openly opposed to religion and good morals. Nevertheless, 
since the fundamental animating principle of Freemasonry is vicious 
and immoral, to ally oneself with Masons or to help them in any way 
cannot be lawful.

In addition, by frequent instructions and exhortations, the peo-
ple must be induced to learn diligently the precepts of religion. In 
view of this, We strongly advise that, in suitable publications and 
by sermons at opportune times, the elements of the sacred truths 
summing up the Christian philosophy of life should be set forth 
and explained. This will result in men’s minds being strengthened 
by the acquisition of sound knowledge, and in their being fortified 
against the manifold forms of error and the numerous allurements 
to vice. This is especially necessary in an epoch like the present, 
when unlimited freedom of writing is accompanied by insatiable 
eagerness for learning.

Your task is indeed a formidable one; but you will be able to count 
especially upon your clergy as collaborators and sharers in your labors, 
if you take care to have them well formed in holiness of life and well 
equipped with the learning their sacred calling demands.

This noble cause of such far-reaching importance calls also for the 
help of zealous laymen, who will combine love of religion and country 
with an honorable life and sound doctrine. Having thus coordinated 
the forces of both clergy and laity, do all you can, Venerable Brethren, 
to promote amongst men intimate knowledge of the Church and self 
sacrificing devotion to her. For the greater their knowledge and the 
deeper their love of the Church, the more strongly will they loathe 
secret societies and keep away from them.

Wherefore We are glad to profit by this new opportunity afforded 
Us to repeat what We have recommended elsewhere, namely, that 
the Third Order of St. Francis, whose rules and constitutions We 
prudently modified a short time ago, should be propagated and  
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favored. For, according to the designs of its founder, the whole aim of 
this Order is to draw men to the imitation of Christ, to love of Holy 
Church, and to a practice of all the Christian virtues. It can, there-
fore, be of great assistance in overcoming the pernicious influence of 
these detestable societies. We pray that this holy association may be 
endowed with new vigor and see its members increase daily. Amongst 
the many benefits to be expected from it will be one that surpasses all 
the others, namely, the imbuing of men’s minds with the true ideal of 
liberty, fraternity, and equality. For this association imparts a training 
according to the right ideal that was set before men by Our Lord Je-
sus Christ and followed by St. Francis, and which is poles apart from 
what the Freemasons imagine.

The Third Order inculcates the love of true liberty, namely, the lib-
erty of the Sons of God, by which we refuse to serve those iniquitous 
and tyrannical masters, Satan and our passions. It cultivates that true 
fraternity, which has its source in God, the creator and common father 
of all. It strives for that true equality which, established upon the solid 
foundation of justice and charity, does not dream of doing away with 
all distinctions among men, but, out of the immense variety of duties 
and activities in the social life of a people, brings about an admirable 
union and harmony which naturally contributes to the progress and 
the dignity of the state.

Thirdly, there is a form of social organization which was created 
by the wisdom of our ancestors but which was allowed to lapse in 
the course of time. This might well serve as a pattern and a model 
for a similar institution at the present day. We mean the working-
men’s guilds or associations, destined to safeguard both the interests 
of the trade or profession and the moral life of the workers, under 
the guidance of religion. If our ancestors, by the test of long expe-
rience came to realize the utility of such associations, our age will 
perhaps derive still greater fruit from their revival, because of their 
special fitness to help in the struggle against the powerful influence 
of secret societies. Those who are obliged to support themselves by 
manual labor are, owing to their condition, especially deserving 
objects of charity and kindness on the part of their fellowmen. At 
the same time, they are the most liable to be deceived by the seduc-
tions of the apostles of fraud and deceit. They ought, therefore, to 
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be assisted with the greatest possible kindness, and they should be 
invited to become members of honorable associations, lest they be 
enticed to enter evil ones.

On this account, in view of promoting the welfare of the people, 
We would very much like to see those guilds revived, under the auspic-
es and patronage of the Bishops, with their functioning adapted to the 
needs of the present day. It has been a great pleasure to Us to see associ-
ations of this kind springing up in various places, as well as similar or-
ganizations of employers, both groups having for their purpose to help 
honest workingmen, by watching over and protecting their children 
and families, and by furnishing them with the means of cultivating 
integrity of life, love of piety, and knowledge of Christian doctrine. In 
this connection, We must make mention of that well-known society 
which has given such an admirable example of Christian charity to the 
world and has labored so well for the poor and lowly, We mean the 
society which is named after its father, St. Vincent. Its works and its 
aims are known to all. The efforts of its members are wholly directed 
towards assisting freely the needy and the unfortunate. They carry on 
their charitable work with marvelous prudence and admirable modesty, 
and the more they hide the good they do, the better they are fitted for 
the practice of Christian charity and for the relief of human suffering.

Fourthly, in order the more easily to attain the end desired, We 
commend, in a more particular manner, to your fidelity and vig-
ilance, the young who are the hope of human society. Let their 
formation be the chief object of your solicitude, and let there be 
no limit to the zeal and watchfulness you display, in order to keep 
young people away from masters and schools where the pestilential 
influence of Freemasonry is to be feared. Under your guidance, let 
parents, religious teachers, and priests having the charge of souls, 
profit by every opportunity, in their explanations of Christian doc-
trine, to warn their children and their pupils of the criminal char-
acter of those societies, so that these may learn at an early age to 
be on their guard against the many deceitful artifices, by which the 
recruiting agents of secret societies are accustomed to ensnare their 
victims. And those who prepare the young for the fitting reception 
of the sacraments will act wisely and prudently, if they induce each 
and all of them to take the resolution never to enter any society 
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without the knowledge of their parents, or without having consult-
ed their parish priest or their spiritual director.

We are well aware, however, that our united labors will be quite un-
equal to the task of extirpating these pernicious seeds from the Lord’s 
field, if the heavenly master of the vineyard does not kindly come to 
our aid. We must, therefore, with great ardor and earnest supplica-
tion, implore of him the help and assistance rendered necessary by the 
pressing nature of the danger and the magnitude of the crisis. Proud of 
its triumphs, Freemasonry bears itself insolently, and its obstinacy in 
evil-doing seems to be unbounded. United by an iniquitous compact 
and by their secretly arranged projects, the Freemasons assist one an-
other and urge one another on to strive boldly for the accomplishment 
of their evil designs.

Union Amongst Members of Christ
This violent attack must be countered by an energetic defense. Ac-

cordingly, let all good men unite and form an immense association of 
action and prayer. We beg of them so to unite their minds and hearts 
that they may be able to stand firm and unmoved against the growing 
power of secret societies. Let them raise their hands to God in mourn-
ful supplication and strive to obtain from him that Christianity may 
prosper and flourish, that the Church may enjoy the liberty she needs, 
that those who have gone astray may return to the right path, that 
truth may at length triumph over error and virtue over vice.

Let us have recourse to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, 
as our helper and Mediatrix. Victorious over Satan in the very first 
instant of her Immaculate Conception, may she show forth her power 
over this wicked association, which We clearly see to be animated with 
the spirit of revolt, and with the incorrigible perfidy and hypocrisy of 
Satan and his fellow-demons. Let us implore the help of St. Michael, 
the Prince of the heavenly host, who hurled those rebels down to hell; 
of St. Joseph also, the Spouse of the Most Holy Virgin, the heavenly 
Patron and Protector of the Catholic Church; of the great Apostles, 
SS. Peter and Paul, the indefatigable propagators and the invincible 
champions of the Catholic Faith. Under their protection and by the 
persevering prayer of all the faithful, We trust that God will mercifully 
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and propitiously come to the help of the human race exposed, as it is, 
to so many dangers.

As a pledge of heavenly gifts and as a proof of Our benevolence, We 
lovingly grant in the Lord to you, Venerable Brethren, and to the clergy 
and to all the people committed to your watchful care, Our Apostolic 
Benediction.

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, on the 20th of April, 1884, the seventh 
year of Our Pontificate, Leo XIII, Pope.

Some References to Secret Societies  
in Later Papal Documents

It will be well to quote some passages from more recent Encyclicals 
in order to show the unchanging attitude of the Holy See towards 
secret societies.

Extract From the Apostolical Letter,  
Review of Our Pontificate

On the Feast of St. Joseph, March 19, 1902, Pope Leo XIII gave 
to the world an Apostolic Letter which is usually called in English A 
Review of His Pontificate.11 In it he confirms anew what he had written 
in the Encyclical Letter, Humanum Genus, eighteen years before. Part 
of this Apostolic Letter runs as follows:

“The Church the enemy of liberty! The idea of liberty, which is 
one of the most precious gifts of God to man, is travestied when 

the term liberty is made use of in order to justify abuses and excesses. 
What is meant by liberty? Is it exemption from all laws, deliverance 
from every form of restraint, the right to be guided by mere caprice 
in every action? Liberty understood in this sense the Church certainly 
reproves and so does every good and honorable man. But if by liberty 

11 Cf. The Great Encyclical Letters of Pope Leo XIII (Edition Benziger 
Brothers). The opening words of the Letter in the Edition de la Bonne 
Presse are: “Parvenu à la vingt-cinquième anneé.” A note is added in that 
edition to the effect that the Letter was written in French and Italian, 
not in Latin.
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is meant the rational faculty of observing order and doing good with 
full unhampered control of one’s actions, in accordance with the rules 
laid down by eternal justice, then nobody more than the Church favors 
or encourages or protects such liberty, which is the only one worthy of 
man and the only one worthy of society. By the influence of her doc-
trine and the efficacy of her action, the Church freed humanity from 
the yoke of slavery. She preached to the world the great law of human 
equality and fraternity as members of Christ…

“The Church encroaching upon the rights of the state and invading 
the domain of politics! Why, the Church knows well and always teach-
es that her divine founder has ordered to give to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s and that he has thus 
sanctioned the unchangeable principle of the perpetual distinction of 
the two powers, each of which is sovereign in its own sphere. This dis-
tinction has been fruitful in its results and has efficaciously contributed 
to the development of Christian civilization. The Church is opposed to 
every design directed against the state and, in her spirit of charity, seeks 
only to co-operate with the public authority in the state. The Church 
is, of course, concerned with the same subjects as the state and with the 
same society, but in the manner and for the lofty purpose assigned to 
her by her divine mission.

“Would to God that her action had been welcomed instead of 
being received with distrust and suspicion, for it would have meant 
that the numberless benefits mentioned above would have been mul-
tiplied. Accordingly, to accuse the Church of ambitious designs is 
only to repeat a very ancient calumny, a calumny which her powerful 
enemies have more than once employed, as a pretext to hide their 
own tyrannous plans. When history is studied without prejudiced 
ideas against the Church, it clearly shows that, far from oppressing 
the state, on the contrary, the Church, like her divine founder, has 
been most frequently the victim of oppression and injustice. The rea-
son is that her power is based, not on the force of arms, but on the 
strength of order and of truth.

“It is clear, therefore, that such accusations are hurled against the 
Church out of sheer perversity. In carrying out this wicked and treach-
erous work, one perfidious association is more especially engaged, an 
association which human society bears within its bosom this many a 
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year, and which, like a deadly pestiferous germ, destroys its prosperity, 
its fecundity, and its life. This association is, as it were, the abiding per-
sonification of the revolutionary ideal. Its object is the reversal of order, 
and for this it aims at exercising an occult suzerainty over the state, for 
the sole purpose of making war on God and his Church. There is no 
need to name it, for, by this description, all will recognize Freemasonry, 
of which We treated especially in Our Encyclical Letter, Humanum 
Genus, of the 20th April, 1884. In that letter, We denounced Freema-
sonry’s destructive tendencies, erroneous doctrines, and pernicious 
aims. We pointed out that it has cast its nets over almost all nations, 
and succeeded in establishing relations with other associations which 
it moves by its hidden influences. It first attracts its adherents and then 
holds them by the advantages it procures for them. By bending rul-
ers of states to its designs, sometimes by promises and sometimes by 
threats, it has succeeded in penetrating into all ranks of society. Thus 
it forms an invisible and irresponsible state within the body corporate 
of the lawful state. Full of the spirit of Satan who, according to the ex-
pression of the Apostle, knows how to transform himself into an angel 
of light when he wants to do so. Freemasonry pretends that its object 
is humanitarian, yet it sacrifices everything to its sectarian designs. It 
proclaims that it has no political aims, yet in reality it exercises an 
enormous influence in the legislative and administrative life of states. 
Loudly professing respect for authority and even for religion itself, its 
ultimate object, as its own statutes bear witness, is the extermination of 
sovereigns and priests, in whom it sees the enemies of liberty.

“It is daily becoming clearer that the continual troubles with 
which the Church is harassed and the renewed vexations of which 
she has quite recently been the object are mainly due to the inspi-
ration and the co-operation of this association. There are numerous 
evidences of this. Like a storm in a clear sky, that is to say, without 
any apparent cause proportionate to the effect, attacks and perse-
cutions have suddenly burst upon the Church simultaneously in 
different countries. The same means have been used everywhere to 
prepare these persecutions, to wit, a press campaign, public meet-
ings, and theatrical productions; similar weapons, too, have been 
employed in every country, namely, the spread of calumnies and the 
fomenting of popular uprisings. All this points, without a shadow 
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of doubt, to a concerted line of action and to the direction of all 
these activities by one central authority.

“These events are, in fact, but one phase in the development of a 
prearranged plan, which is being carried out over an ever-widening 
area to multiply the ruins of which We have previously spoken. Thus 
Freemasonry is striving first to restrict and then to exclude complete-
ly religious instruction from the schools, in order to educate gener-
ations of unbelievers or of utterly indifferent and merely nominal 
Christians. By means of the daily press, it is endeavoring to combat 
Catholic morality, to ridicule the practices of the Church and to pro-
fane her solemn feasts.

“Consequently, it is only natural to expect that the Catholic priest-
hood, whose mission it is to preach religion and administer the sac-
raments, should be assailed with special fierceness. In directing their 
attacks against the priesthood, Freemasons aim at lowering its prestige 
and its authority in the eyes of the people. Already their audacity in-
creases hourly in proportion as they feel certain of impunity. All the 
acts of the clergy are maliciously interpreted. They are made objects 
of suspicion on the slightest indications, and the vilest accusations are 
hurled against them. In this way, new disabilities are added to those 
from which they already suffer, both on account of compulsory mili-
tary service, which is a great obstacle to the preparation for the priest-
hood, and by reason of the confiscation of ecclesiastical endowments, 
freely established by the pious generosity of the faithful.

“As regards the Religious Orders and Congregations, the practice 
of the evangelical counsels made them the glory of society as well as of 
religion. But this only served to render them more odious to the ene-
mies of the Church, and they have been held up unrelentingly to the 
contempt and hatred of all. It is a subject of deep grief to Us to have 
to recall here the iniquitous measures, so completely undeserved, of 
which the Religious have quite recently been the victims. These mea-
sures have been strongly condemned by all honorable men.”…
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Extract from the Encyclical Letter of Pope Pius XI
Caritate Christi Compulsi, on The Troubles of Our Time, 3rd May, 1932

Pope Pius XI points out that secret societies have brought innu-
merable evils upon the world and that the atheistical Communist 
movement is particularly favored by them.

“The leaders and propagators of this iniquitous atheistic movement, 
utilizing for their own purposes the present state of general want, 

are wholly intent on getting people to believe, by the help of heinous 
accusations, that God and religion are the cause of such terrible calam-
ities. They place the Holy Cross of Christ, Our Savior, the symbol of 
humility and poverty on the same level as the symbols of the modern 
lust for power, as if forsooth religion were in friendly alliance with 
those secret associations which have brought such a multitude of evils 
upon the world. In this they strive, and with disastrous results, to com-
bine an impious war against God with men’s struggle for their daily 
bread, with their desire to possess land of their own, just wages, and 
decent homes, in a word, a condition of life befitting human beings…

“Now, it is deeply to be regretted that multitudes of men, under the 
impression that they are struggling for the means of subsistence, em-
brace those theories, in which the truth is completely subverted, and 
hurl insults at God and religion. Nor are these attacks directed exclu-
sively against the Catholic religion, but against all religions which still 
acknowledge God as the creator of this visible world and the supreme 
ruler of all things. And the secret societies, ever prompt to help the 
enemies of God and the Church, no matter who they may be, strive 
to enkindle ever more this mad hatred which can bring neither peace 
nor happiness to any class of society but will inevitably cause the ruin 
of states.”

Extract from the Encyclical Letter of Pope Pius XI
On The Persecution of the Church in Spain, 3rd June, 1933

Pope Pius XI declared that the persecution of the Church then 
raging in Spain, as well as those in Russia and Mexico, were instigated 
by secret societies.
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“Everyone knows that the Catholic Church does not prefer one 
particular type of government rather than another, provided the 

rights of God and of the Christian conscience be safeguarded and re-
spected, and that she never places any difficulty in the way of agreement 
with any kind of civil society, whether it takes the form of a monarchy 
or of a republic, whether it rests on the supremacy of the nobility or on 
that of the populace…We are amazed and deeply grieved that some, as 
if trying to justify the wicked persecution that is being waged against 
the Church in Spain, should have publicly declared that the need of 
protecting the new republic called for the measures adopted.

“This sort of argument is so clearly false and calumnious that one 
can justly infer from it that this persecution of the Church in Spain 
has been set on foot, not so much from ignorance of Catholic teaching 
and of its benefits, as from the hatred and enmity which the destroyers 
of all order, religious and civil, banded together in secret societies as 
in Mexico and Russia, cherish and stir up against the Lord and against 
his Christ.”

Extract from the Encyclical Letter 
of Pope Pius XI

Divini Redemptoris, on Atheistic Communism, 19th March, 1937

Pope Pius XI returns to the alliance between secret societies and the 
Communist movement.

“Another factor which has powerfully contributed to the spread of 
Communism is certainly to be found in the fact that a great part 

of the daily press of the world, which does not accept Catholic precepts 
and principles, of set purpose never mentions Communism. We say of 
set purpose, for otherwise it is not easy to understand how those writ-
ers, who so eagerly seize upon and publish accounts of events of less 
importance, have so long remained silent about the atrocious crimes 
perpetrated in Russia, in Mexico, and in a great part of Spain; and how 
they have so little to say, considering the importance of the matter, 
about the Communist Association which is in power in Moscow and 
which has ramifications far and wide all over the world. All are aware 
that this silence is due, in great part, to an imprudent political policy; 
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and also that it is favored and recommended by various secret forces 
which have long been working for the overthrow of the Christian or-
ganization of states.”

The Naturalism of Freemasonry  
from Anderson’s Constitutions

Let us now set forth the naturalism of Anderson’s Constitutions of 
the Freemasons.12

The first of the charges or obligations of the Freemasons, namely, 
that concerning God and religion, in Anderson’s Constitutions (edition 
of 1723), reads as follows: “A Mason is obliged by his tenure, to obey 
the moral law:13 and if he rightly understands the Art, he will never 
be a stupid Atheist nor an irreligious Libertine. But though in ancient 
times Masons were charged in every country to be of the Religion of 
that country or nation, whatever it was, yet ‘tis now thought more 
expedient only to oblige them to that Religion in which all men agree, 
leaving their particular opinions to themselves; that is, to be good men 
and true, or men of Honour or Honesty, by whatever Denominations 
or Persuasions they may be distinguished; whereby Masonry becomes 
the Center of Union, and the means of conciliating true Friendship 
among persons that must have remained at a perpetual Distance.” Later 
on in Section VI on Behaviour, we read no private Piques or Quarrels 
must be brought within the door of the Lodge, far less any Quarrels 
about Religion, or Nations, or State Policy, we being only as Masons, 
of the Catholick Religion above mentioned; we are also of all Nations, 
Tongues, Kindreds, and Languages, and are resolved against All Poli-
ticks, as what never yet conduce’d to the welfare of the Lodge, nor ever 

12  Anderson’s New Book of the Constitutions is the oldest and most im-
portant official publication of the Grand Lodge of England.

13  The Constitutions of Freemasonry, or Ahiman Rezon, published by the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, in 1858, adds on here “as a true Noachida.” 
In a note it is stated that this means Sons of Noah, the first name of 
Freemasons. The text of these Constitutions is that of Anderson’s second 
edition of 1738.
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will. This charge has always been strictly enjoined and observed; but 
especially ever since the Reformation of Britain, or the Dissent and 
Secession of these Nations from the Communion of Rome.”

Two points in these “Charges” must be stressed. First of all, belief 
in the existence of God is not clearly demanded or enjoined. The whole 
wording is redolent of that ambiguity which is so calculated to deceive 
the ignorant and unwary, “Atheism is not condemned, but just suffi-
ciently disavowed to meet the exigencies of the time, when an open 
admission of it would have been fatal to Masonry. It is not said that 
Atheists cannot be admitted or that no Mason can be an Atheist, but 
merely that if he understands the Art, he will never be a stupid Atheist, 
that is to say, he will not hold or profess Atheism in a stupid way, for 
instance, by statements that shock religious feeling and bring Masonry 
into bad repute. And even such a stupid Atheist incurs no stronger cen-
sure than the simple ascertaining of the fact that he does not rightly un-
derstand the Art, a merely theoretical judgment without any practical 
sanction. Such a disavowal tends rather to encourage modern positivist 
Atheism.”14 The same writer goes on to say: “Scarcely more serious is 
the rejection of Atheism by the British, American and German Grand 
Lodges in their struggle with the Grand Orient of France. The British 
Grand Lodge, it is true, in its quarterly Communication of 6th March, 
1878 (Chr., 1878, I, 161), adopted four resolutions, in which belief in 
the Great Architect of the Universe is declared to be the most import-
ant ancient landmark of the Order, and an explicit profession of that 
belief is required of visiting brethren belonging to the Grand Orient 
of France, as a condition for entrance into the English Lodges. Similar 
measures were taken by the Irish, Scottish, and North American Grand 
Lodges. But this belief in a Great Architect is so vague and symbolical, 
that almost every kind of Atheism and even of ‘stupid Atheism’ may be 
covered by it. Moreover, British and American Grand Lodges, declare 
that they are fully satisfied with such a vague, in fact, a merely verbal 
declaration, without further inquiry into the nature of this belief, and 
that they do not dream of claiming for Freemasonry that it is a ‘church,’ 
a ‘council,’ or a ‘synod.’ Consequently, even those are acknowledged as 

14  Article on Masonry in The Catholic Encyclopedia, by Rev. H. Gruber, 
S.J. Father Gruber’s knowledge of the subject is unquestioned.
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Masons who, with Spencer and other naturalist philosophers of the age, 
call God the hidden-all-powerful principle working in nature.”

Father Gruber then quotes extracts from various Masonic writers 
and orators to show how vague an affirmation about God will satis-
fy the Masonic authorities. For example, an American Grand Orator, 
Zabriskie of Arizona, on 13th November, 1889, proclaimed that “in-
dividual members may believe in many Gods, if their conscience and 
judgment so dictate.” Father Gruber then concludes: “Thus the whole 
controversy turns out to be merely nominal and formal. Moreover it is 
to be noticed that the clause declaring belief in the Great Architect a 
condition of admission, was introduced into the text of the Constitu-
tions of the Grand Lodge of England only in 1815, and that same text 
says: “A Mason, therefore, is particularly bound never to act against 
the dictates of his conscience,” whereby the Grand Lodge of England 
seems to acknowledge that liberty of conscience is the sovereign prin-
ciple of Freemasonry prevailing over all others when in conflict with 
them…Thus the Grand Orient of France is right from the Masonic 
point of view as to the substance of the question; but it has deviated 
from tradition by discarding symbolical formulae which, if rightly un-
derstood, in no way imply dogmatic assertions and which cannot be 
rejected without injuring the work of Masonry, since this has need of 
ambiguous religious formulae…From this point of view, the symbols 
of the Grand Architect of the Universe and of the Bible are indeed of 
the utmost importance for Masonry.”

The second point that needs to be stressed in connection with these 
“Charges” is the fundamental error of Masonry, namely, its naturalism. 
The order of the world, as has been already stated, demands the accep-
tance by all men of supernatural life which is a participation in the 
inner life of the Blessed Trinity. It is only through that divine life that 
our natural life, individual and social, can be lived in order. The unique 
source of that life is Our Lord Jesus Christ, and human beings are 
intended to receive communication of that life by being incorporated 
into him through membership of the supernatural, supranational soci-
ety of his Mystical Body, the Catholic Church. All nations are meant to 
enter the Mystical Body of Christ and to organize their national life in 
accordance with the Divine Plan. Now Masonry everywhere, English 
Masonry as well as French Masonry, refuses to accept the Divine Plan 
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for Order; it puts itself above the Mystical Body of Christ and aims at 
drawing all states and nations into a naturalistic, supranational unity.

How do we prove that Masonry refuses the Divine Plan? According 
to the section of Anderson’s Constitutions which we have quoted, the 
Masonic Society obliges its members to observe the moral law and to 
be good men and true, but insists that in order to be morally good men, 
it is a matter of indifference whether God’s Plan for the restoration of 
our supernatural life, through Our Lord Jesus Christ, is accepted or 
not. Now, by original sin we lost supernatural life and we need divine 
grace that we may live an ordered life, yet this society proclaims that 
one can be a good man and a true man, while remaining utterly in-
different to the unique source of grace, Our Lord Jesus Christ and to 
his divinity. That is equivalently a denial of the Fall and is pure natu-
ralism.15 The importance of the Masonic Society in the world, as the 
only body capable of bringing about union amongst men, divided by 
their allegiance to relatively unimportant warring sects, is implicitly 
understood in every line of the Constitutions. It is explicitly affirmed 
in such places as the Fellow-Crafts or Companion Masons song, part 
of which runs as follows:

15  In the 1738 edition of Anderson’s Constitutions, the naturalistic or 
purely rational non-Christian character of Freemasonry is even more 
strongly emphasized than in the 1723 edition. “In ancient times,” we 
there read, “the Christian Masons were charged to comply with the 
Christian usages of each country where they travelled or worked; but 
Masonry being found in all nations, even of diverse religions, they are 
now generally charged to adhere to that religion, in which all men agree, 
leaving each Brother his own particular opinion.” The Constitutions of 
Freemasonry or Ahiman Rezon, published by the Grand Lodge of Ireland 
in 1858, as already stated, follows the 1738 edition of Anderson’s Con-
stitutions. In this volume an apt illustration of the naturalism of Freema-
sonry, that is, of its systematic inculcation of indifference to Our Lord, 
the unique source of supernatural life, is to be found. The prayers to be 
used in the various Lodges and Royal Arch Chapters and Encampments 
of High Knights Templars are almost all in two alternative forms. One 
of these is purely naturalistic: the other makes mention of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ.
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Hail Masonry: thou Craft divine:
Glory of Earth, from Heav’n revealed;
Which dost with jewels precious shine,
From all but Masons’ eyes concealed.

As men from Brutes distinguished are,
A Mason other men excels;
For what’s in Knowledge choice and rare 
But in his Breast securely dwells.

In virtue, then, of knowledge revealed from heaven, communicat-
ed to men by this Society which professes indifference to the Divinity 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, a Mason is raised as far above a man who 
believes in the Divinity of Our Lord and accepts his teaching, as a 
human being is above a brute beast. The folly of attaching importance 
to membership of the Mystical Body of Christ, in comparison with 
membership of Freemasonry, could hardly be more strongly empha-
sized. Thus we see that Freemasonry not only inculcates indifference to 
the Divine Plan for Order through membership of the Mystical Body 
of Christ, but even puts itself above the Mystical Body.

Again, the whole force of the arguments, used by the Masons on be-
half of the beneficent, unifying influence of Masonry, seems to repose 
on the assertion that human reason inculcates religious indifference. 
For example, Lord Ampthill, Pro-Grand Master, in a speech quoted in 
the History of the Bank of England Lodge, declares: “I have said enough 
to remind you that the purpose of Freemasonry is religious; for what 
is religion except the service of God… But do not misunderstand me; 
I am not saying or thinking that Freemasonry is a religion, or that it 
can take the place of any dogmatic religion that has a name, a definite 
existence and a creed. What I do say, and firmly believe, is that the 
object of Freemasonry is to assist men of all creeds to live religious lives 
and to practice more truly the religion which they profess.”16 Hence 
this society, which professes itself deeply religious and respectful of the 
service of God avoids awakening the minds of its members to the great 

16  History of the Bank of England Lodge, pp. 11, 12, by Stephen A. Pope.
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objective truth that the second person of the Blessed Trinity has come 
down into the world to indicate precisely how God in three divine per-
sons ought to be worshipped and served. Not only does it thus avoid 
calling the attention of its members to the importance of discovering 
which is the one true religion established by God become Man, but it 
urges them to disregard the matter and gloss over it as unimportant. 
Hence it attempts to drive home in practice the pernicious error that, 
according to the natural law, one religion is as good as another.

The plague of religious indifference has so weakened men’s minds 
with regard to God’s designs that they are almost incapable of see-
ing the awful disorder of such naturalism. It will, therefore, be well to 
dwell upon it a little.

To enter a society in which men surrender their wills unreservedly 
to the heads of the society, by taking an oath of blind obedience, is 
an immoral act, contrary to man’s God-given rational nature. The re-
volt is, however, still more heinous when it is a question of entrance 
into a society making open profession of naturalism. As there are only 
two camps here below, revolt against Christ the King is, objectively, 
entrance into the camp of Satan. This naturalism is the fundamental 
error of Masonry, and it is common to all the sections of Masonry, 
Anglo-Saxon, French, Italian, and Spanish. Corruption of the idea of 
God has inevitably followed on the rejection of the one way instituted 
for return to God, namely, membership of the Mystical Body of Christ. 
The French Grand Orient has betrayed the presence of this corruption 
and degradation with regard to God, more openly than English or Irish 
Masonry. That is the whole significance of the controversy about the 
deletion of the expression, The Great Architect of the Universe, by the 
French Grand Orient.17

The retention by the Grand Lodge of England of the article relat-
ing to the Great Architect of the Universe does not signify that En-
glish Masonry is Christian, for English Masonry does not accept the 
supremacy of the Mystical Body of Christ. On the contrary, English 

17  The Manifesto published in 1938, by the Duke of Connaught, in his 
capacity as Grand Master of English Masonry, re-affirms the necessity 
of faith in the Supreme Being for recognition by the Grand Lodge of 
England, but it leaves the question exactly where it was.
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Masonry is anti-supernatural and anti-Christian like the other sections 
of the Masonic Brotherhood for it puts Mahomet and Buddha on the 
same level as Christ, thus denying Christ’s role as the one Mediator.18 

18  In The Freemason of August 14th, 1921, we read: “At a Masonic ser-
vice…in Parish Church of St. Andrew, Ramsbottom,…Bro. the Bishop 
of Hulme, Past Prov. Grand Chaplain. Worcester, said the true spirit 
of Freemasonry was Charity, Freemasonry was not of necessity Chris-
tian. The Name of the Lord Jesus Christ would not be found in the 
prayers, nor in the offerings of praise, but anyone who recognized the 
supreme Being of God, if nothing else disqualified him, might become 
a member of the great order. Though Freemasonry was not Christian, 
at least it was true to say it was religious.” In the same issue of March 
26th, 1927, of the same periodical we read: “Bishop Welldon, P.G.C., 
erstwhile Bishop of Calcutta and Metropolitan of India, in his Recollec-
tions and Reflections, says that ‘Freemasonry, which is so great a power 
in India, may be taken to establish the possibility of uniting the votaries 
of many different religions in the common worship of one Almighty 
Creator.’” Again, The Freemason of 3rd Nov. 1917, gives an account of 
the installation of a Mohammedan, Brother…Anik, as Venerable of the 
Wantage Lodge of London, treating the event as a new title to glory 
on the part of English Masonry. The Grand Master, the Duke of Con-
naught, expressed his regret at not being able to assist at the ceremony. 
In the section “Notes on the Book of Constitutions,” 1922 edition, 
of The Masonic Record, Sept. 1927, we find the following comments: 

“(3) Charges concerning God and religion. “Let a man’s religion or 
mode of worship be what it may, etc. “Hence not necessarily Christian. 

“Therefore the Sacred Book is that which contains the Sacred Law of the 
individual concerned. “When any Sacred Book other than the Bible is 
used for the purpose of obligating any member of the non-Christian 
faith the V.S.L. must be in the Lodge and must be opened; for any 
Brother who has been O.B. (obligated a Brother) on the V.S.L. (Vol-
ume of the Sacred Law) has the right to insist on its presence in the 
Lodge. The use of the other sacred writings is for the convenience of the 
candidate. “There is nothing to prevent a man believing also in one or 
more inferior Gods provided that he acknowledges one Supreme God.” 
Cf. Reflections on Freemasonry, by an Anglo-Catholic, pp. 52–60.



91The Kingship of Christ and Organized Naturalism

Neither does this article mean that English Masonry professed 
belief in a transcendent God, as we know him, for it is compatible 
with acceptance of Pantheism, that is, with the identification of God 
and man. French (Grand Orient) Masonry has shown this Pantheis-
tic conception of the idea of God more fully and more explicitly than 
English Freemasonry. An open avowal of Atheism or of the deifica-
tion of man would have been impolitic in England in 1878, when the 
French Grand Orient deleted from its Constitutions the paragraph 
referring to the existence of God. The retention of the vague term, 

“Great Architect of the Universe,” enabled English Freemasonry to 
pose as religious, while continuing its work of sapping the belief of 
Englishmen in the Divinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ and in the real-
ity of that supernatural life of grace coming to us from him, by which 
we are true men as we ought to be.

The opposition of all the branches of Freemasonry to the Cath-
olic Church is thus essential and ineradicable, for it is the opposi-
tion of naturalism to the supernatural life which comes from Our 
Divine Lord. It is, in other words, the opposition of Anti-Christ to 
Christ. It has been thought necessary to stress this great truth be-
cause of the statements one sometimes hears, even from Catholics, 
that Continental Freemasonry is quite different from English Free-
masonry. The latter, they say, has no connection with the former 
and is merely a benevolent association, in which non-Catholics find 
friendship and help, but which Catholics may not enter because of 
the oath of secrecy imposed on its members. Statements such as 
these are utterly misleading. They betray complete ignorance of that 
which constitutes the essential defect in all forms of Freemasonry, 
namely, its naturalism. They betray ignorance also of the fact that, 
when Pope Leo XIII condemned Freemasonry, he made no distinc-
tion between the disputants in the Masonic quarrel about the Great 
Architect of the Universe.19 He condemned the whole association, 
both the section that retained the vague “landmark” and the section 
that rejected it.

19  The ‘dispute’ had reached the acute stage in the years 1877–1878, about 
six years before the appearance of the Encyclical, Humanum Genus.
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Contrasting programs

Program of Christ the King 
through His Mystical Body, the 

Catholic Church

Firstly
The union of states and na-

tions must be brought about 
through the acknowledgement 
of the one way established by 
God for the ordered return of 
human beings to him, the Cath-
olic Church, supernatural and 
supranational.

Secondly
The Catholic Church must be 

acknowledged as the sole divinely 
appointed guardian of the whole 
moral law, natural and revealed.

Thirdly
The unity and indissolubili-

ty of Christian marriage, as the 
symbol of the union of Christ 
and his Mystical Body, must be 
acknowledged.

Program of Freemasonry

Firstly
The union of states and na-

tions must be brought about 
through the establishment of 
some form of naturalistic supra-
national organization, political 
and economic. All religions must 
be on the same level in states, but 
with discrimination against the 
Catholic Church.

Secondly
The naturalistic supranational 

organization, which Freemasonry 
will establish, must decide all po-
litical and economic questions be-
tween states, without any regard 
for the moral law as laid down by 
the Catholic Church. The Catho-
lic concept of native land will not 
be respected.

Thirdly
Marriage must be brought 

down to the level of a purely civil 
contract, terminable by a simple 
state formality.
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Fourthly

Children must be educated 
as members of Christ’s Mystical 
Body and trained to envisage all 
questions from the supernatural 
standpoint.

Fifthly
Ownership of property ought 

to be widely diffused. Unions of 
owners and workers in guilds will 
reflect the solidarity of the Mysti-
cal Body of Christ.

Sixthly
The monetary system of states 

ought to be at the service of pro-
duction, in view of the happy 
family life of members of Christ. 
Each state must aim at keeping its 
internal price level stable. Inter-
national trade is meant to be an 
exchange of goods and services 
between nations, to their mutual 
advantage, not a financial war.

Fourthly

All trace of membership of 
Christ and of the supernatural life 
of grace must be eliminated from 
education. Priests and religious 
must be excluded from teaching. 
All distinction between the sexes 
in education must be done away 
with. Unrestrained liberty of the 
press, the cinema, and the radio 
must be introduced.

Fifthly
Socialization of property and 

increasing bureaucratic control 
must be aimed at, so that a small 
group may wield power. Guild or-
ganization will be opposed.

Sixthly
Instead of the correct order of 

finance for production and pro-
duction for members of Christ, 
the rejection of the supernatural 
life and order inevitably leads to 
the reversal of order, in which 
men are sacrificed for production 
and production for finance. This 
disorder will be specially disas-
trous for agriculture. The natural-
istic supranational organization 
must aim at financial control, in 
order to maintain political and 
economic control.





CHAPTER IV

An Outline of the Theology of History

Acceptance of the Divine Plan for Order in the 
Thirteenth Century

The Kingdom of God on earth consists, as we have seen, essentially 
and principally in the supernatural society of the Catholic Church, sec-
ondarily and as a consequence of the influence of the Catholic Church, 
in an organization of the social life of states, political and economic, 
in accordance with the Divine Plan for Order. God in three divine 
persons is subsistent love of order. Accordingly, as there is not oppo-
sition and separation between invisible grace and visible organization, 
between interior liberty and external power, between the supernatural 
world and the material universe, the social organization of men, called 
upon to share in the inner life of God through membership of Christ, 
will reflect the divine love of order.

God came on earth in the person of Our Lord Jesus Christ and 
put before the Jewish nation, from which he had taken his sacred 
humanity in the chaste womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Divine 
Program for the ordered organization of the world, asking them at the 
same time to be its heralds. The crucifixion of Our Lord was the rejec-
tion by the Jewish nation of God’s program for order. They refused to 
accept that there was any life higher than their national life, and they 
would not hear of the non-Jewish nations coming in as members of the 
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Messianic Kingdom, on the same level as themselves. In spite of the 
naturalistic opposition of the Jewish nation and notwithstanding the 
weakness of fallen human nature, Western Europe in the thirteenth 
century had come to acknowledge God’s rights in the way he himself 
had laid down, and had organized society on the basis that man’s su-
preme dignity was his supernatural and supranational life as a mem-
ber of Christ. The following diagrammatic expression of the Catholic 
ideal of the life of the individual Christian may help to show how the 
supernatural outlook permeated the whole of life at that epoch. The 
position of the rectangles and the arrows tending downwards indicate 
that supernatural life is meant to permeate and animate all the activi-
ties of social life. The arrows tending upwards indicate that social life 
is meant to aid in the development of the personality of members of 
Christ and thus contribute to the formation of the Mystical Body in 
Heaven. In this way, the social life of the citizen is fully subordinated 
to the supernatural life of the Christian, his environment aids him to 
act as a member of Christ instead of being a hindrance thereto. Thus, 
too, God’s rights are fully respected.

Accordingly, at that epoch, there was no separation between the 
Christian and the citizen either in education or in social life. Education 
was understood to be the training of the intelligence of Christ’s mem-
bers to grasp the order of the world around Christ and the disciplining 
of the will to observe that order in relation to God, their fellow mem-

God
(in Three Divine Persons)

Our Lord Jesus Christ,
Head of the Mystical Body

Supernatural Life of member of Christ

Social Life, Political and Economic,  
of member of Christ
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bers of Christ’s Mystical Body, and themselves. Social life, in which 
politics and economics would be put into a watertight compartment 
and sectioned off from the life of members of Christ, was completely 
alien to such minds. They knew that in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
they pledged themselves to work with Christ, their head, to mold the 
world in accordance with his Divine Plan for Order. The guilds were 
an application of this great doctrine of human solidarity in Christ to 
economic affairs.

By the grace of headship of the Mystical Body, our Lord Jesus Christ 
is both Priest and King of redeemed mankind and, as such, exercises a 
twofold influence upon us. Firstly, as Priest, he communicates to us the 
supernatural life of grace by which we, while ever remaining distinct 
beings from God, can enter into the vision and love of the Blessed 
Trinity. We can thus become one with God, not, of course, in the order 
of substance or being, but in the order of operation, of the immaterial 
union of vision and love. The divine nature is the principle of the di-
vine vision and love, and by grace we are “made partakers of the divine 
nature” (2 Peter, 1:4). This pure Catholic doctrine is infinitely removed 
from Masonic Pantheism. Secondly, as King, Our Lord exercises an 
exterior influence on us by his government of us. As King, he guides 
and directs us socially and individually, in order to dispose all things 
for the reception of the supernatural life which he, as Priest, confers.

Society had been organized in the thirteenth century and even 
down to the sixteenth, under the banner of Christ the King. Thus, in 
spite of deficiencies and imperfections, man’s divinization, through the 
life that comes from the Sacred Humanity of Jesus, was socially favored. 
Modern society, under the influence of Satan, was to be organized on 
the opposite principle, namely, that human nature is of itself divine, 
that man is God, and therefore, subject to nobody.

The Lutheran Revolt Against  
the Divine Plan for Order

The so-called Reformation sectioned off the Christian life from 
the life of the citizen, so that political and economic organization 
left membership of Christ out of account. Lutheranism initiated that 
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dualism, which separates life into two halves so independent that they 
have only accidental relations with each other, and thus prepared the 
way for liberalism. This is the application of naturalism to morality, 
politics, and economics. This was the result of the separation of grace 
and nature (the latter being intrinsically corrupt), faith and works. 
According to Luther, while the natural equipment of each individual 
remains intrinsically corrupt, he can, by an act of blind confidence, 
hold up the justice of Christ as a fire-screen between God’s anger and 
his own abiding corruption. This was the origin of the theory of the 
invisible Church of believers in Christ—the one true visible Church, 
through which alone (in re or in voto) one becomes a member of the 
Mystical Body of Christ, being done away with.1 This is the invisible 
Church of human relations with God and of divine action. All the rest, 
all that concerns the life and action of the external man, including 
the ecclesiastical organizations entered into in order to stir up faith 
in Christ, in a word, all the affairs of this world, are relegated to the 
state. So there is a clear-cut separation between the Christian and the 
citizen.” “You are a prince or a judge,” said Luther, “…you have people 
under you and you wish to know what to do. It is not Christ you are to 
question concerning the matter but the law of your country…Between 
the Christian and the ruler, a profound separation must be made…
Assuredly, a prince can be a Christian, but it is not as a Christian that 
he ought to govern. As a ruler, he is not called a Christian but a prince. 
The man is a Christian, but his function does not concern his religion…
Though they are found in the same man, the two states or functions are 
perfectly marked off one from the other, and really opposed.”2 Hence 
all man’s external activity, springing from a nature deprived of super-
natural life and subject to the dictates of a ruler who must look upon 
himself not as a Christian but as a ruler, is completely naturalistic. By 

1  We may render in re by in actual fact and in voto by in desire or in in-
tention. (LP note - Baptism makes one a member of the Mystical Body. 
See Mystici Corporis §18 issued in 1943 after this book was published)

2  Luther’s Works (Weimar Edition) XXXII, pp. 391, 439, 440. Again he 
writes in his Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians: “Conscience 
has nothing to do with the Law, works, or earthly justice.” (Gal. 2:14, 
quoted by l’abbé Paquier in Luther et l’Allemagne, p. 166).
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this individualism and separatism, the way is made smooth for modern 
naturalism and liberalism. If we bear in mind that, according to Luther, 
Our Lord Jesus Christ is no longer the source of sanctifying grace, the 
intrinsic principle of life of the Mystical Body, we may express the dis-
ordered Lutheran separatist ideal as follows:

The note of interrogation at the head of the diagram is meant to 
emphasize the fact that those who are not in the order laid down by 
God for return to him are objectively in disorder.

Each Protestant state, after the Peace of Westphalia in 1648, ex-
pressed this separatist ideal by organizing its particular form of religion 
as a state department, such as looked after agriculture or any other sec-
tion of the nation’s life. It is true that the Protestant states, as organized 
bodies, still acknowledged in this way that they had a duty to God and, 
at the beginning at least, maintained the great truth of the Divinity of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, though rejecting the order established by him 
for the full recognition of God’s rights. Decay in regard to the order of 
the world and in respect for human personality was inevitable, seeing 
that the guidance of the Vicar of Christ, the divinely-instituted infalli-
ble guardian of the moral law, had been rejected.

Our Lord Jesus Christ
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Political Consequences of the Protestant Revolt
The first result was an enormous increase in the power of the tempo-

ral rulers, in fact a rebirth of the pagan regime of Imperial Rome.3 The 
Spiritual Kingship of Christ, participated in by the Pope and the Bish-
ops of the Catholic Church, being no longer acknowledged, authority 
over spiritual affairs passed to the temporal rulers. They were thus, in 
Protestant countries, supposed to share not only in the temporal King-
ship of Christ the King, but also in his Spiritual Kingship. As there was 
no Infallible Guardian of order above the temporal rulers, the way was 
paved for the abuses of state Absolutism. The Protestant oligarchy who 
ruled England with undisputed sway, from Charles the Second’s time on, 
and who treated Ireland to the Penal Laws, may be cited, along with that 
cynical scoundrel, Frederick of Prussia, as typical examples of such rulers. 
Catholic monarchs, like Louis XIV of France and Joseph II of Austria, 
by their absolutist tendencies and pretentions to govern the Catholic 
Church, show the influence of the neighboring Protestant countries. 
Gallicanism and Josephism are merely a revival of Roman paganism.

The first political consequence of the Protestant rebellion against 
order was, accordingly, the extreme error of state Absolutism. The prin-
ciple of private judgment prepared the way for the opposite extreme 
error of “holy rebellion” and the “right” of the people to overthrow 
authority whenever it displeases them. The doctrine that all men are 
equal in the Mystical Body and are their own priests, sowed the seeds 
of that spirit, which was given a body in the naturalistic Masonic so-
ciety, when the advance of time had brought about the decay of belief 
in the supernatural life. When the favorable moment had arrived, the 
Masonic divinization of human nature found its expression in the Dec-
laration of the Rights of Man of 1789. The French Revolution ushered 

3  From the eleventh century onwards, the first law school of Europe that 
of Bologna, propagated the cult of Roman Law. The legists, imbued 
with the idea of the will of the Roman Emperor as law, were a potent 
influence in urging rulers to revolt against the Mystical Body. Cf. The 
Church at the Turning Points of History, by G. Kurth, pp. 86–122. Of 
course, the Renaissance movement helped to strengthen that spirit.
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in the struggle for the complete organization of the world around the 
new divinity—Humanity.

Economic Consequences of the Protestant Revolt
When men lived the life of the Mystical Body, looking upon them-

selves as Christ’s members, they evolved economic organizations in ac-
cordance with their inner convictions. The guilds of the Middle Ages 
were the economic expression of accepted solidarity in Christ. They are 
not to be looked upon as primarily economic organizations to which 
religious practices were super-added. No, by them men gave expression, 
in their arrangements for the production and distribution of what the 
body needs, to their full acceptance of the Divine Plan for ordered life. 
The rending of the Mystical Body by the so-called Reformation move-
ment has resulted in the pendulum swinging from the extreme error of 
Judaeo-Protestant Liberalistic Capitalism or individualism to the op-
posite extreme error of the Judaeo-Masonic Communism of Karl Marx.

Liberalism does not consist merely in withdrawing economics 
from subordination to politics, but in the further step of withdrawing 
both politics and economics from subjection to the moral law bind-
ing on members of Christ. Perhaps we may best describe it by saying 
that it consists in erecting some particular section or aspect of human 
activity, economic or political, into a separate domain with its own 
autonomous end, completely independent of the final end of man as a 
member of Christ.

The Spiritual Kingship of Christ being no longer acknowledged, 
authority over spiritual affairs, including the right to interpret and ap-
ply the moral law, was vested in the temporal rulers of the Protestant 
states. Given human frailty, we need not be surprised at the deviations 
from the moral law which met with the approval of those rulers from 
the sixteenth century onwards. It is not necessary for our purposes to 
investigate how far the self-interest of the rulers inclined them to accept 
the doctrine of the orthodox English and French Political Economists, 
Adam Smith, Malthus, Ricardo, Stuart Mill, Bastiat, J. B. Say, and the 
Physiocrats, namely, that economic affairs, including, of course, the 
manipulation of money or exchange medium, are governed by physical 
laws of nature, to which no political law should attempt to do violence.
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We have seen the great liberalistic principle that economic affairs 
are governed by physical laws which no political law should attempt to 
regulate in view of favoring membership of Christ. In the name of this 
principle, organized naturalism worked for the destruction of the guilds 
of the Middle Ages at the French Revolution, and naturalistic liberal-
ism resisted the trade-union and reform movements. Every movement 
of resistance to social amelioration and professional organization was 
made in the name of this liberalistic Economic Science.4 In this way, 
liberalism sacrificed the weak to the strong and obliged the former to 
respect the contracts made with the latter out of dire necessity, though 
with all the external marks of liberty. Accordingly, in practice, liberal-
ism led to the disregard of the fundamental equality of human persons 
and to the treatment of human beings as mere individuals.

There is a second consequence of the decay in regard to the Divine 
Plan for Order. The suppression of the economic structures based upon 
the acceptance of our supernatural solidarity in Christ, namely, the 
guilds, has simply been the prelude to a prolonged attempt to impose an 
anti-supernatural reaction. Liberalism stressed the first part of Article I of 
the Declaration of the Rights of Man, namely, “men are born free.” The 
resultant oppression of the weak by the strong lead to the coalition of the 
weak in an endeavor to defend the fundamental rights of human nature 
in which all are equal. Unfortunately, the leadership of this reaction was 
seized by Socialists and Communists, impregnated with the same revolu-
tionary doctrine as the liberalists, namely, the doctrine of the “autonomy 
of the individual” or “the unconditional liberty of the individual fallen 
human being.” By stressing the second part of Article I of the Declaration 
of 1789, namely, “men are born equal,” they have inaugurated a system 
as anti-social as the other. In the name of the essential equality of human 
nature, they aim at suppressing the inevitable accidental inequality of 
human conditions. The only way to succeed in this is to suppress the 
actual organization of society in which the law maintains the inequality 

4  “At the time when the new social order was beginning, the doctrines 
of rationalism had already taken firm hold of large numbers, and an 
economic science alien to the true moral law had soon arisen, whence 
it followed that free rein was given to human avarice.” (Pope Pius XI, 
Encyclical Letter, Quadragesimo Anno).
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of conditions, especially through the possession of private property, and 
reconstruct a society in which all the citizens shall be equal not only de 
jure but de facto. For this they have stirred up the class war and aroused 
envy and hatred. In their ideal society, the state shall own everything and 
shall oblige all, without distinction of classes, to work for the common 
good, distributing to each his proper share of the common store.

Given the false foundation of both the liberalist and the Socialist 
doctrines, namely, the Rousseauist-Masonic deification of the individ-
ual, there is no equable solution of the problem. If society is conceived 
to be, as the Declaration of Rights of 1789 and the Social Contract 
of Rousseau suppose, a simple material juxtaposition of autonomous 
individuals, then, either in the name of liberty, the strong will oppress 
the weak, or in the name of equality, the manipulators of the coalition 
will oppress everybody. In both cases, human beings will be treated as 
mere individuals, not as persons.

Whenever man revolts against the Divine Plan for Order and re-
jects the supernatural life of grace, he sinks down to an infra-human 
level and becomes anti-natural as well as anti-supernatural. This is the 
ultimate reason for the abuses and enormities of modern economic 
social arrangements, so deplored by Popes Leo XIII and Pius XI. The 
swing of the pendulum of human striving for social justice, from an-
ti-supernatural (and anti-natural) liberalism to anti-supernatural (and 
anti-natural) Communism, has been wittily described by Christopher 
Hollis. “It is clear,” he writes, “that the battle between Capitalism and 
Communism, so far from being the eternal struggle of our race, was in 
reality little more than a family quarrel between two Jews for the divine 
right to deceive mankind—between the Dutch Jew Ricardo and the 
German Jew Marx.”5

We have seen that one result of the Lutheran revolt was the 
division between the Christian and the citizen. According to the 
Catholic ideal, the whole life of a member of Christ is meant to be 
subjected to Christ and animated with the meritorious supernatu-
ral life of grace, just as all movements of the hand or of any other 

5  The Two Nations, p. 131. For the development of the ideas outlined here, 
cf. The Mystical Body of Christ and the Reorganization of Society, Part IV, 
and The Workingmen’s Guilds of the Middle Ages.
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member are subject to the head in the physical body. According 
to the Lutheran ideal, all the activity of a Christian in the world 
is withdrawn from the rule of Christ and given over to naturalism. 

“They who are just,” says Luther; “observe the law, not because they 
are thereby justified before God, but for the sake of civil order, and 
because they know that such obedience is well pleasing to God, and 
a good example and pattern for the improvement of others.”6 To 
earthly activity was thus ascribed a merely earthly, naturalistic value. 
Calvin agreed with this, maintaining the sectioning or division of 
life, but he added powerful incentives to the observance of natural 
morality and the pursuit of wealth. He taught that moral life and 
success in business were a proof of one’s election to salvation, a clear 
indication that the purely interior act of faith, confidence in Christ, 
had been rightly performed, and that on the other hand, lack of 
honesty and ill-success were a proof of eternal damnation. Accord-
ingly, political action and business dealings, instead of being vivi-
fied with the supernatural love of one’s fellow-members of Christ; 
actual or potential, were left to the guidance of private judgment, 
that is, inevitably, to the promptings of self-interest. Thus, individ-
ualism in religion prepared the way for individualism and separat-
ism in political and economic activity. Naturalism grew apace.

Meanwhile, the uprise of a multitude of sects, which was the 
inevitable consequence of individualism and private judgment, 
favored naturalism after another fashion. Satan urged the desir-
ability of setting up a society, based upon that natural religion in 
which all men agree, as a remedy for the divisions arising from 
the quarrels between Christian denominations. Thus, the tempter 
whispered, since human beings are rational, you can make them 
good and true and at the same time re-establish the brotherhood 
of men of all nations, so much endangered by all these quar-
rels. Satan pleaded, too, for an oath of secrecy because of special 
knowledge to be safeguarded, knowing the force of such an appeal 
and its efficacy in keeping men in subjection. In this wise, Free-
masonry, a naturalistic caricature of the Mystical Body of Christ, 
was brought into existence.

6  Quoted by Rev. Eustace Dudley in National Resurrection, p. 39.
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The Significance of the French Revolution of 1789
The so-called Reformation had not attempted to set up a suprana-

tional organization in the place of the Catholic Church. That was re-
served for the French Revolution, in which we behold the first appear-
ance in public of the new ideal of a purely naturalistic society striving 
for the universality that belongs only to the Catholic Church. The state 
or nation, falsely holding that it is not obliged to make profession of 
any religion, proclaims that religion is a private matter and, after the 
model of the Masonic Society, declares itself superior to the Mystical 
Body of Christ and to all the various man-made forms of religion pro-
fessed by its individual subjects.

Modern history since 1789 is, to a large extent, the account of 
the domination of state after state by the naturalistic supra-national-
ism of Freemasonry, behind which has been steadily emerging the still 
more strongly organized naturalistic supra-nationalism of the Jewish 
nation. That is why the post-revolutionary epoch has witnessed, in 
country after country, persistent attacks on the program of Christ the 
King, in regard to the Church, the state, the family, education, the 
Religious Orders, Secret Societies, the press and private property. After 
every successful Masonic Revolution, since the first in 1789, down to 
and including the Spanish Revolution of 1931, the world soon began 
to hear of the country’s entering upon the path of “progress,” by the 
introduction of “enlightened” reforms, such as, the separation of the 
Church and state or the putting of all religions on the same level, the 
legalization of divorce, the suppression and banishment of religious 
orders and congregations, the glorification of Freemasonry, the secu-
larization of the schools, the nationalization of property and the unre-
strained license of the press. These were, of course, simply the results 
of Satan’s utilization of his visible instruments in order to eliminate the 
influence of Christ the King. Satan knows well that the carrying out of 
his program can only lead to savagery and chaos, through the ruthless 
enslavement of the many by the few. Most of his subordinates, how-
ever, do not grasp this. Blinded by the suggestions of the tempter and 
by their own pride, men overthrow the bulwarks of society reared on 
faith in Christ and on our membership of him, with disastrous results, 
especially for the poor and the lowly.
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Thus, in practically every country in Europe, in which the whole 
people once worshipped the Blessed Trinity in union with Christ as 
Priest in Holy Mass and strove to organize their social life under 
Christ the King in accordance with that protestation of homage, Sa-
tan has succeeded at one time or another in setting up a native gov-
ernment hostile to the Mass and to the rule of Christ the King. There 
are still two exceptions—Poland and Ireland. In these two countries, 
Satan cannot yet boast that he has succeeded in getting a native gov-
ernment to insult the Mass and attack the formation of children as 
members of Christ. But these two countries, so remarkable for their 
traditional loyalty to God the Father and Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
whom he has sent, are weakening in their grasp of order. While some 
of the other countries that had succumbed to the. wiles of Satan and 
his emissaries in the past, have begun to react and are returning to 
Our Lord and his Church, these two countries have declared them-
selves indifferent to him.

Article 114 of the Polish Constitutional Law of March 17th, 1921, 
re-enacted by the Constitutional Law of April 23rd, 1935, states: “The 
Roman Catholic Faith, being the religion of the great majority of the 
nation, occupies a leading position in the state among other religions, 
which, however, enjoy equal rights.’’ In Ireland, by Article 44 of the 
Constitution in operation from December 29th, 1937, “The state rec-
ognizes the special position of the Holy Catholic Apostolic and Roman 
Church as the guardian of the faith professed by the great majority of 
the citizens,” and recognizes equally the Protestant Sects and the Jewish 
Congregations as the Churches of the minorities. Thus the Polish state 
and the Irish state, to put the matter succinctly, declare themselves, as 
such, indifferent to the struggle between the true supernatural Messias 
and the natural Messias.7

The word revolution may be taken in two senses. The primary sig-
nification is that of a radical transformation of society, undertaken for 

7  Cf. quotations from the Encyclical Letter, Immortale Dei, On the Chris-
tian Constitution of States: “The Church deems it unlawful to place the 
various forms of divine worship on the same footing as the true religion,” 
etc., pp. 30, 31. Cf. also the Encyclical Letter, Humanum Genus, Chap-
ter 5, p. 69.
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the purpose of destroying the ancient order which was based on the rec-
ognition of the rights of God through the Mystical Body of Christ and 
of the reality of the supernatural life of grace as our highest and noblest 
life. The second signification is derived from the former. According to it, 
the word is applied to the doctrines or principles in the name of which 
the social transformation is accomplished and to the new institutions set 
up in the place of those overthrown. The aim of revolution, therefore, is 
based on the negation of God’s rights and of our supernatural life and is 
the enthronement of man’s reason as supreme. In other words, it is the 
inauguration of the reign of naturalism or rationalism.

The French people had grasped the truth of the Divine Plan for 
Order and had stood for the rights of God. By leaving Our Lord Je-
sus Christ out of account and passing over in silence the rights of the 
head of the Mystical Body, they committed apostasy and ushered in a 
long period of disorder under the sway of the promoters of naturalism. 
When men reject Our Lord Jesus Christ, they tend inevitably to put 
themselves in the place of God. This is what the French Masons had 
done and this is what they succeeded in doing officially in the name of 
France in 1789. It is precisely in this putting of human reason in the 
place of God that rationalism consists, and this is what we find in the 
Declaration of 1789.

We may now express the naturalistic significance of the Revolution 
as follows:

Progress of Humanity

Naturalism

Social life,
Political and Economic

?
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The individual Christian, actual or potential, becomes a mere citi-
zen, and the state organizes the whole of life on purely naturalistic lines. 
The kind of organization set up and the molding process applied to the 
ordinary man as a consequence will vary according to the disorder of 
the fundamental conception in question. But the result will invariably 
be, as has been already remarked, that the citizen will be treated as a 
mere individual, not as a person. Man can consistently maintain the su-
premacy of reason over sense in social organization, only on condition 
of maintaining the subjection of his reason to God, through Our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Some National Reactions8

We have seen that modern history since 1789 has been to a large 
extent the account of the domination of state after state by the natural-
istic supra-nationalism of Freemasonry, behind which has been gradu-
ally and steadily emerging the still more strongly organized naturalistic 
supra-nationalism of the Jewish nation. Now, since human society, just 
like individual men, cannot avoid essential deviations from order un-
less it submits to God through Our Lord Jesus Christ, the anti-super-
natural revolt has brought about inevitable disorder and decay, even 
in the natural life of nations. The imposition of an anti-supernatural 
form has inevitably resulted in natural decline. This has shown itself 
especially in the Catholic countries, because the naturalistic forces have 
devoted particular energy to the attack on the elements of supernatural 
organization still to be found in these countries, with disastrous con-
sequences for the national life. But the Protestant countries have not 
been spared. In them, however, by the fact of the accepted separation 
of the Christian and the citizen, the de-supernaturalizing process was 
already well on its way. It has been continued by the widespread legal-
ization of divorce, the elimination of true Christian education, and 
especially by the developing domination of money, with its complete 
reversal of order. This reversal of order involves the subordination of 
members of Christ, actual or potential, to the production of material 
goods, and of production to finance. The results are to be seen, in the 

8  Cf. The Mystical Body of Christ and the Reorganization of Society, Chapter 
16, where these national reactions are treated at greater length.
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treatment of human beings as mere individuals, not as persons, in the 
decay of family life, in the increasing socialization of property, and in 
the subjection of nations to those who control money.

For the past twenty years, thinking men in every country have be-
gun to see the need for national reactions against the consequences of 
naturalism, in order to safeguard their national life and maintain their 
independence. A complete reaction on the part of a country would 
mean a return to full acknowledgement of all that we have seen im-
plied in the Kingship of Christ in its integrity. That would mean not 
only the rejection of the domination of the naturalistic or anti-super-
natural forces of the Jewish nation and Freemasonry, but also the ac-
knowledgement of the Divine Plan for Order, by acceptance of the 
Catholic church’s mission and teaching on the relation of church and 
state, on the Catholic church as the divinely-appointed guardian of 
the moral law, on the sacrament of Matrimony and family life, on the 
Catholic education of youth as members of Christ, on private property 
and the function of money.

Spain’s Reaction
Spain’s reaction against the principles of the French Revolution has 

been the most poignant and the most thorough, for, after Russia, it was 
in Spain that the “rights of man’’ came nearest to the complete over-
throw of the rights of God. The history of Spain and Portugal, since the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, may be well summed up in these 
words of Pére Deschamps: “The revolutions which have succeeded one 
another in these countries (Spain and Portugal) have been caused for 
the most part by the rivalry between different sections of Freemasonry. 
These work together harmoniously in the struggle against Christian so-
cial order but tear one another to pieces when they have attained power. 
The same holds true for Mexico…”9

9  Les Sociétés Secrètes et la Socièté, Vol. II, p. 668. On pages 668–680, 
the author quotes a number of Masonic documents concerning the se-
cret history of Spanish and Portuguese revolutions. The remark made 
about Mexico receives ample confirmation in Mexico, the Land of Blood-
drenched Altars, by Bishop Francis C. Kelly, and in No God Next Door, 
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The Spanish Revolution of 1931 was a Masonic Revolution. A 
Masonic bulletin published by M. Léon de Poncins proclaims it to 
the world: “The new Republic,” we read therein, “is the perfect em-
bodiment of our doctrines and our principles. It would be impossible 
to bring about a political revolution more completely Masonic than 
the Spanish Revolution.”10 The Masonic Revolution was intended to 
be only the forerunner of the Communist revolution, but General 
Franco rose to do battle for the rights of God and saved Spain for 
Christ the King.

Portugal’s Reaction
Portugal’s reaction against Judaeo-Masonic disorder has been on 

the whole peaceful, but it is well to have it known that if General Car-
mona and Dr. Salazar have been able to continue their work of orderly 
reorganization, Freemasonry has not been idle. In 1931, and again in 
1935, the Grand Orient attempted to get rid of them but failed. Ev-
erybody knows that the revolution of 1910, which put an end to the 
Monarchy, was the work of Freemasonry.11

In regard to the points of the Divine Plan for Order concerning 
the relation of the state to the Catholic church, the family, and the 
education of members of Christ, the Portuguese Constitution favors 
the return to order, while considering it prudent to take account of the 
results of decay and to await the development of the right mentality 
towards the Divine Plan through education Thus “the state shall main-
tain the regime of separation in relation to the Catholic Church and 
any other religion or cult practiced within the Portuguese territory,”12 

by Rev. M. Kenny, S.J.. Father Kenny gives an excellent summary of the 
responsibility of the United States and of American Freemasonry for the 
persecution of the Catholic Church in Mexico.

10 Histoire Secrète de la Révolution Espagnole, by M. Léon de Poncins, p. 24. 
This work and that of M. Jean Marquès-Rivière, Comment la Franc-Maç-
connerie fait une Révolution, contain details and documents.

11 Cf. Le Portugal Renaît by Léon de Poncins.
12 Political Constitution of the Portuguese Republic (Editions SPN, Lis-

bon, p. 17). Article I of the Concordat of 1940 runs as follows: “The 
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but will keep up diplomatic relations with the Holy See with reciproc-
ity of representation. Civil marriage and civil divorce are allowed, but 
the state will not permit Catholics married by the Church to apply for 
civil divorce. The state will not, therefore, aid the revolt of Catholic 
members of Christ against Christ.

The Portuguese Corporative state rises superior to the Italian, be-
cause it fully recognizes the fact that man is not only an individual 
subordinate to the state but also a person for whose well-being and 
development the state itself exists.

Ireland’s Reaction
The struggle against England on the national level has so absorbed 

the attention of Irishmen that relatively few of them ever envisage that 
struggle in its full relation to the vaster and more intensely real con-
flict waged between Our Lord Jesus Christ and Satan. They know that 
when England embraced the heretical doctrines of the so-called Re-
formers in the sixteenth century, Ireland remained steadfast in its hold 
on order, but they do not accurately know what has been the effect of 
the French Revolution on Ireland, considered from the point of view 
of the vital struggle between Christ and Satan, which is being waged in 
the world. We have seen that the progress of the French Revolution has 
meant the successive renunciation by states of all acknowledgement 
of the Mystical Body of Christ and the supernatural Order, under the 
influence of the naturalistic supra-nationalism of Freemasonry and the 
Jewish nation. As a consequence, all religions are placed on the same 
footing, that is, the Catholic Church is placed “on the same level as 
heretical sects and even as Jewish perfidy,” to use the expression of Pope 
Pius VII.13 “The state thus declares itself indifferent in the struggle be-
tween Our Lord Jesus Christ and the new Messias, and we know that 
‘he who is not with me is against me (Mt. 12:30).’”

Portuguese Republic recognizes the personality in law of the Catholic 
Church. Friendly relations with the Holy See shall be maintained in the 
traditional manner, by the appointment of an Apostolic Nuncio to the 
Portuguese Republic and of a Portuguese Ambassador to the Holy See.”

13 Letter, Post tam diuturnas.
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The widespread ignorance in Ireland of the meaning of naturalism 
and of the significance of the principles of 1789 is shown by the re-
peated exhortations to Irishmen to accept without discrimination all 
the principles of Wolfe Tone and James Connolly. One of the great 
tragedies of these men’s lives was that they were caught up in move-
ments whose inner significance and ultimate orientation they were 
far from realizing. This tragedy is even more poignant in the case of 
James Connolly than in that of Wolfe Tone, for James Connolly’s de-
vout reception of the sacraments and recital of the Rosary before death 
showed that he believed firmly in the Divinity of Our Divine Lord and 
honored his Blessed Mother.14

Germany’s Reaction
In order to understand the different currents in the German reac-

tion against Judaeo-Masonic influences, we must bear well in mind 
that the Jewish nation and Freemasonry are working in the camp of 
Satan for the reign of naturalism, that is, for the disruption of the 
Divine Plan for Order and the elimination of supernatural life and 
Love from the world. They may hotly deny this or scoff at it, but the 
objective order of the world is a fact. Further, the leaders of the Jewish 
nation aim as the inauguration of the reign of the natural Messias and 
the rejection of Our Divine Lord, in view of their own domination, 
and they use their undeniable influence in Freemasonry for that pur-
pose. Accordingly, we must be prepared to see these naturalistic forc-
es favor Protestant powers like England and Prussia, in so far as they 
may be useful instruments in propagating naturalism, and at the same 
time seek to use them for the ulterior schemes of Judaeo-Masonry. We 
must be prepared, too, for reactions, when these Protestant countries 
perceive that what they consider their national interests have been sac-
rificed on various occasions to Jewish interests and that their national 
life is in danger of corruption and decay.

14 Ireland’s attitude towards the Kingship of Christ will be dealt with in a 
later pamphlet. (LP Ed. Note; A pamphlet was never published as far as 
we know, but the subject was treated in The Kingship of Christ and the 
Re-organization of Society.)
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We need not be astonished, then, to find, on the one hand, in 
books like Les Sociétés Secrètes et la Société, by Pére Deschamps, S.J., 
and Les Pourquoi de la Guerre Mondiale, by Mgr. Delassus, lengthy ac-
counts of the different ways in which Jewry and Freemasonry favored 
the hegemony of Prussia over the German countries and the substitu-
tion of Berlin for Vienna as the cultural center of the German-speaking 
peoples. On the other hand, we find in books like that of Dr. Fried-
rich Wichtl, Weltfreimaurerei, Weltrevolution, Weltrepublik,15 the accu-
sation levelled at Jewry and Freemasonry of having continually worked 
against the interests of Germany. For example, Wichtl shows that Free-
masonry throughout the world turned against Germany during the 
Great War (1914–1918). In particular, he proves that it was through 
Masonic pressure that Italy entered the war against Austria and Ger-
many. He shows also that the Communist Republic in Munich and the 
whole Communist movement in Germany and Russia, after the Great 
War, were the work of Judaeo-Masonry and Brothers…Toller, Levi-
en, Axelrod, Wadler, Ewinger, Lenin, Trotsky, etc., etc.16 On page 286, 
he gives as his conclusion, that “neither we Germans, nor the visible 
governments of our enemies are responsible for the terrible slaughter 
of the Great War, but that dark, secret power which we have called 
World-Masonry, behind which is hidden the invisible ruler of the des-
tinies of all states and peoples, World-Jewry.”

In their books, Pére Deschamps, S.J., and Mgr. Delassus stress the 
fact that the organized naturalistic forces favored Prussia, in view of 
utilizing that power’s anti-Catholic attitude for the elimination of the 
spirit of the Mystical Body of Christ from Germany. Wichtl insists 
upon the fact that in the end, Prussia began to see that she was being 
sacrificed in her turn for “higher interests.” One is strongly reminded 
of a remark made to the distinguished historian, Cardinal Pitra, at 
Vienna, in 1889. A highly-placed personage, whose name he does not 
give, said to him: “The Catholic nations must be crushed by the Prot-
estant nations. When this result has been attained, a breath will be 
sufficient to bring about the disappearance of Protestantism. Thus we 

15  World Masonry, World Revolution, World Republic.
16  Op. cit., pp. 211–231, 278–281.
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shall arrive at state Atheism.”17 Hence the points of view defended by 
these two groups of writers are complementary.18

The German reaction against the corrupting naturalistic influence 
of Jewry and Freemasonry, instead of inaugurating the return of the 
whole German nation to the Divine Plan for Order, from which North 
Germany turned aside in the sixteenth century, has intensified the dis-
order. The reaction is a purely naturalistic one by which the German 
race is put in the place of the Mystical Body of Christ, German blood 
is substituted for sanctifying grace, the life-blood of the Mystical Body, 
and the instinctive aspirations of the German race-bound, national soul, 
as interpreted by the leaders of the race, replace the moral law. In the 
place of the supernatural, supernational Mystical Body of Christ, the 
Jews also put their race and their nation, thus declaring that order is 
to come to the world through all nations being molded by the Jewish 
nation. Instead of drawing the obvious lesson from the Jewish rejection 
of Christ and striving to bring Germany to accept his Divine Plan, the 
National-Socialist movement has denounced the whole Christian reve-
lation as a superimposed deformation of the German national soul and 
set up the German race and its national aspirations, in the place both of 
the Mystical Body of Christ and a fortiori of the Jewish race and nation.

Accordingly, National-Socialism substitutes the German race and 
its exigencies of social organization for the supernatural, supranational 
Mystical Body of Christ and its exigencies of social organization, ex-
pressed by the indirect power of the Church, Christian marriage as the 

17  Quoted by Mgr. Delassus, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 48.
18 Wichtl exaggerates when he asserts (op. cit., p. 186) that, though Fred-

erick the Great was a Freemason, he was never admitted to the real 
secrets of the Lodges. As the founder of the Ancient and Accepted Scot-
tish Rite (to which, however, additions were made at the end of the 18th 
century), Frederick was well aware of the inner meaning of Masonic 
naturalism. In fact, the Mason, Bluntschli, claims for him the honor of 
being the initiator of the revolutionary era, which, he says, should date 
from the year of Frederick’s accession, namely, 1740, rather than from 
1789. The modern state, “independent of all theocracy,” that is, owing 
no submission to the divine law, began with Frederick, he maintains. Cf. 
Deschamps, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 19.
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union of members of Christ, and Christian education as the formation 
of members of Christ. One can readily conclude that the National-So-
cialist reaction against the corroding influence of Jewish naturalism 
on German national life leads, not only to measures of repression 
against the Jews, but to a dire persecution of the Catholic Church.19 
The deified German race has attacked directly the rival natural deity, 
the Jewish race, and has proceeded systematically to get rid of it as 
corrupting the very fount of deity, German blood. It also systematical-
ly undermines and seeks to eliminate the supernatural, supranational 
Catholic Church. Catholics are still allowed to profess at Mass that 
they will endeavor to live their lives as members of Christ and that 
they will strive to organize society so as to be aided in so doing. But, 
from the moment Catholics in Germany and Austria leave the church 
after Mass, they find society organized on the principle that the highest 
form of life is German national life and that German blood is higher 
and nobler than sanctifying grace, the lifeblood of the Mystical Body. 
National Socialism demands an education which forms the young to 
regard membership of the German race, not membership of Christ’s 
Mystical Body, as the highest good. The moral law of which the sole 
divinely appointed guardian is the Catholic Church is replaced by the 
exigencies of German blood, as declared by the leaders of the people. 
Thus the whole social organization of German life and the ideals ani-
mating it are completely anti-Catholic.

The radical opposition of German racial theories to Catholic 
teaching is made clear in the instruction to combat them, issued by 
the Sacred Congregation for Seminaries and Universities to Rectors 
of Seminaries and Catholic Universities. The document, which was 

19 In The Rulers of Russia (pp. 74–77) two quotations are given from dis-
tinguished German Catholic writers to show the enormous extent of 
Jewish influence in Germany. Dr. Kurt Ziesché, Professor in the Univer-
sity of Breslau, insists upon the prevalence of Jewish naturalism in the 
political and economic life of the country, in his book, Das Konigtum 
Christi in Europa, published in 1926. Dr. Eberle, the Editor of Schdnere 
Zuhunft, sets out in 1927 the actual power and might of Jewish influ-
ence in banking, in publishing and commercial life, etc., etc. Cf. The 
Mystical Body of Christ in the Modern World, p. 310.
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sent on April 13th, 1938, runs as follows: “Last year, on Christmas 
Eve, Our August Pontiff and gloriously reigning Pope, in his allocu-
tion to the Cardinals and Prelates of the Roman Curia, referred in 
grave and sorrowful terms to the grievous persecution of the Catholic 
Church in Germany. It was a cause of the greatest pain to the heart of 
the Holy Father that, in order to excuse such flagrant injustice, bare-
faced calumnies were invented, and most pernicious doctrines, falsely 
alleged to be scientific, were spread far and wide, with the intention 
of creating dire confusion in minds and uprooting the true religion. 
In view of this state of things, the Sacred Congregation of Studies 
urges Catholic universities and faculties to direct all their resources 
and efforts to the defense of truth against the inroads of these errors. 
Accordingly, those who are teaching in these centers of higher studies 
must mobilize all the means at their command in biology, history, 
philosophy, apologetics, legal and moral science, and thus forge the 
weapons with which to refute decisively and expertly the following 
absolutely untenable and erroneous doctrines:

1. The human races, by their natural and immutable characters, 
are so different, one from another, that the lowest of them is further 
removed from the highest than it is from the highest species of animal.

2. The vigor of the race and blood-purity must be preserved and 
cultivated by every means. Anything that conduces to this end is, by 
the very fact, honorable and permissible.

3. The intellectual and moral qualities of man come mainly from 
his blood, the source of racial characteristics.

4. The essential aim of education is to develop the characters of the 
race and to inflame men’s minds with a burning love of their own race 
as of the supreme good.

5. Religion is subject to the law of race and must be adapted to it.
6. The primary source and supreme rule of the whole juridical or-

der is the racial instinct.
7. Only the cosmos or universe exists, a living being all things, man 

included, are only diverse forms, increasing through the ages, of the 
universal living being.

8. Individual men exist by the state and for the state: whatever 
rights they possess come to them exclusively through a concession 
from the state…”
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The following phrases of the Encyclical of Pope Pius XI, On the 
Persecution of the Church in Germany, must be read in conjunction 
with the above propositions, especially with Nos. 5 and 6: “He who 
takes the race, or the people, or the state, or the form of government, 
the bearers of the power of the state or other fundamental elements of 
human society—which in the temporal order of things have an essen-
tial and honorable place—out of the system of their earthly valuation, 
and makes them the ultimate norm of all, even of religious values, and 
deifies them with an idolatrous worship, perverts and falsifies the order 
of things created and commanded by God. Such a one is far from true 
belief in God and a conception of

life corresponding to true belief…We have done everything to de-
fend the sanctity of a word solemnly pledged, to protect the inviola-
bility of obligations freely undertaken, against theories and practices 
which, if officially approved, must destroy all confidence and render 
valueless any word that might also be pledged in the future.”

In The Rulers of Russia, I quoted an author to the effect that the 
German monetary system was a reaction against the fallacy of making 
the volume of a country’s money or exchange-medium depend on the 
amount of gold the government of the country could control.20 It is 
quite true that the volume of money or exchange-medium ought to be 
proportioned to the development of a country’s capacity for produc-
tion, not to the amount of gold that may happen to be in its Central 
Bank. But the German financial system, as a whole, is far from being 
in harmony with the principles of St. Thomas; in conjunction with 
the racial theory, it will tend to the treatment of the human person as 
a mere individual. The German government controls the creation of 
bank credit by the Reichsbank, and allows this new bank credit to reach 
the channels of trade by granting loans of it to whatever businesses it 
favors. Now, when the government takes over exclusive control and 
management of the lending business, we have, in practice, Socialism 
or Communism. For a government to create bank credit and lend it to 
whom it chooses is even more vicious than for private banks to create 
money as loans. In the case of private banks, arbitrary discrimination 
is not the primary motive in denying loans. The German government 

20 3rd Edition, Revised and Enlarged, November, 1939, p. 74. (Lk. 19:14).
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determines what businesses may or may not borrow and thus exercises 
the power of life and death over them. This power tends to reinforce 
the treatment of subjects as mere individuals, not as persons.

With regard to the appeals to God in the mouths of National-So-
cialist orators, the following words of Cardinal Pie of Poitiers are appo-
site. “There are men,” writes the great Cardinal, “who speak emphati-
cally of God. That does not demand any great sacrifice for them, God 
is a sort of abstraction… But Jesus Christ, that is, God become Man, 
God here upon earth, God speaking, commanding, threatening, that is 
quite another matter… “We will not have this man to reign over us.”21

Others again admit Our Lord Jesus Christ and his Gospel. Our 
Lord has given proofs of his divinity. He must be believed. He has giv-
en us the Gospel. It must be accepted…But the claims of the Catholic 
Church and of its supreme head, the Pope, the Vicar of Christ, cannot 
be tolerated. “We will not have this man to reign over us.”

21 The Kingship of Christ According to Cardinal Pie of Poitiers, p. 34. For 
Cardinal Pie, “God reigns visibly on earth, when the Incarnate Son of 
God rules, and the Incarnate Son of God rules, when the rule of his 
Church is definitely acknowledged” (op. cit., p. 32). Cf. Pius XI, Encyc-
lical Letter, Ubi Arcano Dei, On the Peace of Christ.



Pope Pius XI and the Duty of Catholics
When instituting the Feast of the Kingship of Christ, Pope Pius XI 

insisted upon the duty of Catholics to combat bravely for the rights of 
God by proclaiming Christ’s Kingship over states and nations. “The an-
nual and universal celebration of the Feast of the Kingship of Christ,” 
he wrote, “is very much calculated to fix men’s attention on, and rem-
edy in some way, this public revolt from Christ that may be traced to 
secularism, to the great ruin of society. While nations insult the sweet 
name of Our Redeemer by suppressing all mention of it in their con-
ferences and parliaments, we ought all the more loudly acclaim it, and 
all the more universally affirm the rights conferred on him by his royal 
dignity and power…We earnestly hope that the Feast of the Kingship 
of Christ, which in future will be yearly observed, may hasten the re-
turn of society to our loving Savior.

“It would be the duty of Catholics to do all they can to bring about 
this happy result. Many of them, however, do not seem to occupy the 
position in the social scale or to wield the influence befitting those 
who bear the torch of truth. This disadvantage may, perhaps, be due 
to slowness and timidity on the part of good people, who shrink from 
resistance or make but a feeble struggle, with the result that the ene-
mies of the Church become more and more reckless and more daring 
in their attacks. But if the faithful would generally understand that it is 

CHAPTER VII

The Kingship of Christ and the Duty of Catholics
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their duty to fight bravely and continually, under the banner of Christ 
their King, then fired with apostolic zeal, they would endeavor to win 
over to Our Lord those who are estranged from him or know him not, 
and would endeavor to maintain his rights intact.”1

Cardinal Pie of Poitiers and the Kingship of Christ
Cardinal Pie of Poitiers (1815–1880), one of the great champi-

ons of the Kingship of Christ during the 19th century, again and again 
urged Catholics never to relinquish the struggle for God’s rights, never 
to become resigned to the dethronement of Christ the King.

Speaking of the Church’s mission to the nations of the world, the 
Cardinal said: “Remark the last words addressed by Our Lord to his 
Apostles before he ascended into heaven: ‘All power is given to me in 
heaven and on earth. Going therefore, teach ye all nations.’ Notice that 
Our Lord Jesus Christ does not say all men, all individuals, all families, 
but all nations. He does not merely say: Baptize children, teach the 
catechism, bless marriages, administer the sacraments, give religious 
burial to the dead. Of course, the mission he confers on the Apostles 
comprises all that, but it comprises more than that, for it has a public 
and social character. Jesus Christ is King of peoples and nations.”2

Again, when commenting on the first three petitions of the Our 
Father, “Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven,” he insisted that all these demand the 
public social reign of God, through the acknowledgement of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, whom the Father has sent. The Name of God is not hal-
lowed as It should be, if It is not hallowed publicly and socially. Our 
Lord’s Kingdom is meant to come, not only in individual souls and 
in heaven, but on earth, through the submission of states and nations 
to his rule. The will of God is not done on earth as it is in heaven, if 
organized societies here below do not acknowledge their duties to God 
through Our Lord Jesus Christ. “The Catholic,” he goes on to say, “is 
not a being who shuts himself up in an oratory, from which the tumult 
of the world is carefully excluded and who, occupied exclusively with 

1  Encyclical Letter, Quas Primas, On the Kingship of Christ.
2  The Kingship of Christ According to Cardinal Pie of Poitiers, pp. 24, 25.
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saving his own soul, takes no interest in the way the world is going. 
When Our Lord taught his Apostles the Our Father, he made it clear 
that none of his followers could accomplish the first act of religion, 
which is prayer, without putting himself in relation with all that can 
advance or retard, favor or hinder, the reign of God on earth, and he 
must do this in proportion to his intellectual attainments and to the 
extent of the horizon open before him…As long as this world lasts, let 
us never consent to limit the reign of God to heaven or even to heaven 
and the interior of souls. ‘Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.’ 
The dethronement of God on earth is a crime, to which we must never 
become resigned. Let us never cease to protest against it.”3

This is especially necessary nowadays when proposals are being 
made in view of remedying economic and financial evils, while leaving 
God’s rights and Our Lord’s Program for their orderly acknowledge-
ment out of account. “There would be today neither Socialism nor 
Communism,” wrote Pope Pius XI, “if the rulers of the nations had not 
scorned the teachings and maternal warnings of the Church. On the 
basis of liberalism and Laicism, they wished to build other social edi-
fices which, powerful and imposing as they seemed at first, all too soon 
revealed the weakness of their foundations, and today are crumbling 
one after another before our very eyes, as everything must crumble that 
is not grounded on the one comer stone which is Christ Jesus.”4

Solidarity of Catholics as Members of Christ 
The reaction against the organized propagation of naturalism will 

demand an integral grasp of our corporate oneness with Christ. We 
come into union with Our Lord, not as isolated individuals, but as 
members of a supernatural organism, the Mystical Body of Christ. 
Each baptized Christian enters into an interior vital relation with 
Christ through being incorporated into the organism of which Christ 
is the invisible head. Or, to express it more in accordance with re-
ality, Christ unites each baptized Christian with himself by incorpo-
rating him or her into a living organism, of which he is the invisible 

3  The Kingship of Christ According to Cardinal Pie of Poitiers, pp 26, 92.
4  Encyclical Letter, Divini Redemptoris, On Atheistic Communism.
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head. That organism, supernatural and supranational, is destined to 
permeate the whole social life of states and nations with the spirit of 
supernatural solidarity in Christ. Of course, the end aimed at by this 
supernatural organism, in its permeation of society, is the development 
of the individual member’s personality through interior union with 
Christ. But the individual member will develop his interior personal 
life only in proportion as he forgets self for the sake of the head and the 
whole body. All of us, as members of Christ, must strive to realize the 
fullness of St. Paul’s expression: “I live, now not I; but Christ liveth in 
me.” (Gal. 2:20).

In the physical body, an individual member can attain its full 
development, only by fulfilling its function in perfect subjection to 
the head and in complete harmony with the other members, thus 
co-operating for the good of the whole body. Analogously, in the 
Mystical Body of Christ, an individual member must, as it were, 
lose himself in order to find himself really. Many Catholics, uncon-
sciously influenced by Protestant individualism, not only consider 
themselves as imitating Christ, our model, from outside, so to say, 
but regard themselves as having an isolated individual relation with 
Christ. They do not bring home to themselves sufficiently that all 
Christ’s members form one organism under Christ, battling for the 
Divine Order of the world, and that they can grow up in Christ, 
only by supplying their quotas of self-sacrifice in their places, in the 
supernatural organism of his Mystical Body.

Other Catholics seem to be unconsciously influenced by the 
Lutheran separation of the Christian and the citizen and consider 
their spiritual life as a purely interior relation with Christ. Their 
spiritual life is, as it were, sectioned off from ordinary everyday 
life. They are in danger of allowing the world around them to be 
organized against Our Lord’s Program for Order, while they con-
tinue to practice their religion more or less unconcernedly. They do 
not sufficiently realize that we enter into vital relation with Christ, 
through being incorporated into a visible organism, and that we 
must take as the starting point of our spiritual life the objective fact 
of this incorporation.

We must not initiate our spiritual life by the soul’s looking at it-
self somewhat after the subjective fashion in which Descartes started  
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intellectual life. The spiritual life is not the life of a “soul,” but the life 
of a member of Christ, composed of soul and body, occupying a place 
in an organic unity destined to mold the world for Christ.

The whole body grows in charity and union with Christ, when 
each part supplies what it is destined to give, according to its position 
and function. In Chapter 4 of the Epistle to the Ephesians, especially in 
verses 11, 12, 15, and 16, St. Paul insists upon this positional develop-
ment. We have grown accustomed to considering ourselves as separate 
individuals looking at Christ from outside, each one living his or her 
individual life with Christ. We must consider ourselves as we really are, 
that is, as one with Christ and as being moved by him as a body, for the 
molding and transformation of society.

Catholics and the Naturalism  
of the Jewish Nation

The Jewish nation has gradually become the most strongly orga-
nized, non-secret, visible force working for the elimination of the su-
pernatural outlook in society and for the installation of naturalism. The 
supernatural outlook insists that we are a race whose highest life, the 
divine life of grace, by which the Blessed Trinity dwells in our souls, 
was lost by the fall of Adam, but restored by Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
naturalism denies the existence of any life higher than natural life and 
maintains that social relations must be organized on that basis. As 
members of Christ, we are bound to work for the return of society to 
our loving Savior, so that social organization may be permeated with 
the reality of the supernatural life of grace. Pope Pius XI insists on this 
in the Encyclical on the Kingship of Christ. Let us now take two exam-
ples of how our efforts to combat naturalism will bring us into conflict 
with the Jews in their preparations for the naturalistic Messias. The 
first example will deal with the political, the second with the economic 
organization of the world.

States and nations are bound to acknowledge the Catholic Church 
as the one true Church. Pope Pius XI shows that the naturalistic spir-
it has gradually come to infect society, because “by degrees the reli-
gion of Christ was put on the same level as false religions and placed  
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ignominiously in the same category with them.”5 Previously Pope Pius 
VII had written: By the fact that the freedom of all forms of worship 
is proclaimed, truth is confused with error, and the holy and immac-
ulate Spouse of Christ, outside of which there can be no salvation, is 
placed on the same level as heretical sects, and even as Jewish perfidy.”6 
We have seen that Pope Leo XIII insists that “the Catholic Church 
deems it unlawful to place the various forms of divine worship on the 
same footing as the true religion.”7 Now since the French Revolution, 
states have placed all forms of error on the same level as the Mystical 
Body of Christ, and Jews have been admitted as full citizens of the 
once Christian states.8 By granting full citizenship to members of the 
Jewish religion, the state, to all intents and purposes, gives free rein to 
the naturalistic molding process pursued by the Jewish nation, in view 
of the elimination of membership of Christ and of the inauguration of 
the new Messianic era. It thus shows itself indifferent in the struggle 
between the true supernatural Messias, who has come, and the natural-
istic Messias, to whom the Jews look forward.

In regard to the economic organization of the world, Pope Pius 
XI insists that “then only will it be possible to unite all in harmoni-
ous striving for the common good, when all sections of society have 
the intimate conviction that they are all members of a single family 
and children of the same heavenly Father, and further, that they are 
one body in Christ, and everyone members one of another.”9 (Rom. 
13:5). To have lasting peace in society we Catholics, then, must strive 
to bring back the great truth that employers and employed must treat 
one another as members of Christ. It is, as we have seen, part of what 

5  Encyclical Letter, Quas Primas, On the Kingship of Christ.
6  Letter, Post tam diuturnas.
7  Encyclical Letter, Immortale Dei, On the Christian Constitution of 

States.
8  The sententious maxims, which in 1789 were declared to be the synthe-

sis of the Rights of Man, were in point of fact, merely the Rights of the 
Jews, to the detriment of those peoples amongst whom those ‘Rights’ 
were enthroned” (Article in the Civiltà Cattolica, Della Questione Giu-
daica in Europa, November 15th, 1890).

9  Encyclical Letter, Quadragesimo Anno, On the Social Order.
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we promise Christ as King, when we make submission to our Heavenly 
Father along with Christ as Priest at Mass. Now, the aim of the Jewish 
nation is to substitute for the supernatural Messias in whom we are 
members of one body, the rule of the natural Messias. Accordingly, in 
virtue of Catholic principles, we must oppose the efforts of the Jews to 
get control of the economic organization of society. How can we suc-
ceed in getting employers and employed to treat one another as mem-
bers of Christ, if we allow social organization to pass into the hands of 
those who have persistently denied and rejected his divine mission and 
for whom the supernatural Kingdom of his Mystical Body is simply a 
fraudulent attempt to turn Israel aside from its destiny?

We have, therefore, a twofold program set out before us. We must, 
on the one hand, defend Our Lord’s rights and, on the other, seek to 
tear away the veil from the eyes of those whose blindness hurts him in a 
special way.

On the one hand, we have to stand valiantly for the divine person-
ality of Our Lord and for the transcendent claims of his Mystical Body, 
the Catholic church, in which he continues to live and into which all 
must enter in order to be one with him. The personality of Our Lord, 
true God as well as true man, is not merely the subsistence of a created 
soul: it is the personality of the second person of the Most Holy Trinity. 
The Jews, as a nation, have always rejected that divine personality, and 
their efforts are directed to combating the influence of the supernatural 
life which he seeks to diffuse through the Catholic Church. We have to 
stand, therefore, unequivocally for the rights of Christ the King. Jew-
ish efforts to eliminate the supernatural life of grace and faith in Jesus 
tend inevitably to drag life down to an infra-human level. We have, 
therefore, to resist and defeat Jewish efforts to dominate our society 
and mold it along naturalistic lines. Besides the safeguarding of the 
poor and needy, there is the more far-reaching question of the creation 
of money and the regulation of the volume of exchange-medium used 
by Christian peoples.

That power must not be allowed to fall into, some would say to 
remain in, Jewish hands, or to fall into the hands of nominal or erst-
while Christians, Masons, and others, who are dependent upon, or in 
alliance with, Jews. We must combat Jewish attempts to bring under 
their domination individual Catholics and Catholic countries, even 
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more vigorously than we must struggle against Freemasonry, because 
the Jews form a more strongly organized and more cohesive naturalistic 
force than Freemasonry.10

On the other hand, Our Lord, true man as well as true God, is a 
Jew of the House of David, born of the Virgin Mary, the Lily of Israel. 
Our Lord’s individuality, that by which as a man he is distinct from 
other members of the human race and belongs to a certain environ-
ment and a certain descent, is Jewish. The Blood that was poured out 
on the Cross at the hands of the official leaders of his own nation for 
the restoration of the divine life of the world was Jewish Blood. Our 
Lord’s Sacred Heart is a human heart, and he loves his own nation with 
a special love. We must never forget that or allow ourselves to fall vic-
tims to an attitude of hatred for the Jews as a nation. We must always 
bear in mind that he is seeking to draw them on to that supernatural 
union with himself which they reject.

The Jews look upon themselves as the Chosen People, in the sense 
that they are the people destined to bring happiness to the world in 
the Messianic Era yet to come. Catholic writers would do well not 
to pander to this naturalism, by speaking of the Jews simply as the 
Chosen People, for thus they increase the confusion of thought in 
modern times. The Jews were chosen to be the custodians of the di-
vine promises until the coming of Jesus Christ, of whom they were 
to be the fount according to the flesh. They have not ceased to be the 
race in which the “Word was made Flesh,” and, as such, they are the 
object of special love on the part of Our Lord. But the naturalism by 
which they rejected him and continue to hold that the happiness of 
the world is to come through their Messianic aspirations is false and 
must be everywhere combatted.

The Jewish State
The remedy for the dual allegiance of the members of the Jewish 

nation is to be found in the Jews becoming citizens of a Jewish state 

10 The Jews exercise a very real and efficacious power of influence in Free-
masonry and direct its action, thanks to the B’nai B’rith Lodges, which 
do not admit non-Jews, but whose members are admitted to ordinary 
Masonic Lodges.



127The Kingship of Christ and Organized Naturalism

to be set up by international agreement and ceasing to be citizens of 
other states.11 It may be well to quote some prominent Catholic writers 
who have advocated that the full citizenship of states, accorded to the 
Jews for the first time by the French Revolution, should be withdrawn, 
from them. In Les Pourquoi de la Guerre Mondiale, Mgr. Henri Delas-
sus, Doctor in Theology, writes as follows: “The first thing to do is to 
change French legislation. French law, for the last one hundred and 
twenty years is legalizing a falsehood. It considers as French those who 
are not French, since they are Jews. French legislation should be in har-
mony with truth. It ought to restore to the Jews their Jewish national-
ity, in conformity with reason, history, justice, and humanity. The leg-
islation introduced by the Revolution represents the Jew as French. He 
is not French… The Jews must cease to be officers, magistrates, profes-
sors, civil servants, barristers, attorneys, doctors in the public service…
We must repeal the law by which Jews have been allowed to usurp the 
title of French citizens and declare them deprived of French citizen-
ship…Without any foolish acceptation of persons, without a trace of 
inhuman violence, by an abstract legal provision, which cannot wound 
anybody’s self-love and of which, consequently, nobody can complain, 
Jewish functionaries must be obliged to resign from government posi-
tions… It is especially to financial centralization that the Jews owe the 
greater part of their strength. But that would have been overcome or 
could not have been maintained without the aid of political centraliza-
tion…Without a change in the legislation introduced by the Revolu-
tion, the restoration of the French state is impossible.”12

Perhaps the most forcible testimony to the necessity of this measure 
is that to be found in the series of articles contributed to the Civiltà 
Cattolica in October, November and December, 1890. These articles 
form a complete treatise on The Jewish Question in Europe, its causes, 
its effects and the remedies advocated.13 After having spoken of vari-

11 Of course, the rights of the original inhabitants of the territory selected 
must be respected.

12 Les Pourquoi de la Guerre Mondiale was published by Desclée, De Brou-
wer et Cie, Lille and Paris, in 1922.

13 The special position of La Civiltà Cattolica amongst Catholic re-
views and the enconiums bestowed on it by Sovereign Pontiffs deserve 
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ous unsatisfactory remedies, the writer continues: “In order that the 
Christian nations may be delivered from the yoke of Judaism and Free-
masonry, which is daily growing more oppressive, the only way open 
to them is to go back along the road they have traversed, to the point 
where they took the wrong turn. If the Jews are not rendered harmless 
by means of special laws depriving them of that civil equality to which 
they have no right, nothing useful or lasting will be accomplished. In 
view of their presence in different countries and their unchangeable 
character of foreigners in every nation, of enemies of the people in 
every country that supports them, and of a society segregated from the 
societies amongst which they live; in view of the Talmudic moral code 
which they follow and the fundamental dogma of their religion which 
spurs them on to get hold of the possessions of all peoples by any means 
in their power, as, according to it, they are entitled to rule the world; in 
view of the fact that the experience of many centuries and our present 
experience have proved conclusively that the equality of civil rights 
with Christians, granted them in Christian states, has had for effect the 
oppression of Christians by them, it follows as a necessary consequence 
that the only way to safeguard the rights of Christians, where the Jews 

to be more widely known. Let us mention a few of them. Pope Pius 
IX gave the review its status in the following terms: “By this Letter, 
in virtue of Our Apostolic Authority, We erect and constitute in per-
petuity the College of Writers of the periodical La Civiltà Cattolica.” 
The special position of La Civiltà Cattolica amongst Catholic reviews 
and the encomiums bestowed on it by sovereign Pontiffs deserve 
to be more widely known. Let us mention a few of them. Pope Pius 
IX gave the review its status in the following terms: “By this Letter, 
in virtue of Our Apostolic Authority, We erect and constitute in per-
petuity the College of Writers of the periodical La Civiltà Cattolica.” 
Pope Benedict XV blessed its work: “We bless the fruitful Apos-
tolate which the venerable review, La Civiltà Cattolica, carries on 
courageously and unwaveringly on behalf of the Christian cause.” 
Pope Pius XI praised its devotion to the Holy See: “From your assiduous 
activity and from the whole life of La Civiltà Cattolica, there radiates 
that special devotion to the Holy See which has deservedly won for you 
the benevolence and esteem of Our Predecessors and Ours.”
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are permitted to dwell, is to regulate their sojourn by laws such that it 
will be impossible for them to injure Christians. This is what has been 
done in the past. This is what the Jews have been seeking to undo for 
the last hundred years. This is what will have to be done again, sooner 
or later, whether one likes it or not.”

Have the Jews a right to Palestine as the portion of the earth’s sur-
face in which they may set up a separate state? It is clear from all that 
has been said about their rejection of the true supernatural Messias that 
they can no longer lay claim to it by divine right. They were assigned 
that part of the earth as their inheritance on condition of their being 
obedient to God. They disobeyed God’s command to hear his Son, 
by their rejection of Our Divine Lord before Pilate and on Calvary, 
and they persist in their disobedience. Accordingly, there can be no 
question of a right based on a divine promise. In addition, the Arabs 
have a natural right to the country they have occupied for the last thir-
teen hundred years. Canon Arendzen wrote as follows on this aspect 
of the question, in the Catholic Gazette of August, 1936: “The Arab 
population which has occupied the country for the last 1,300 years has 
definite and inalienable rights which must be respected. The Jews are 
foreigners in Palestine and the intrusion of vast numbers of foreigners, 
so as to swamp the native population, seems an act of unprovoked 
injustice. It would obviously be unfair if some great power by force 
made England a national home for the Danes, on the strength of that 
people once having been masters of this country, a thousand years ago. 
The Jews have practically evacuated Palestine since 138 AD and their 
intrusion into it, after having left it for eighteen hundred years, seems 
unjustifiable, on any known principles of equity. The Mandatory Pow-
er, which at present is the government de facto, is clearly acting against 
elementary laws of fairness in promising to a race, alien in religion, 
speech, and blood, a country already occupied by another nation.”14

14 With regard to the 1915 agreement between the Sherif of Mec-
ca, Hussein, and Sir Henry MacMahon, acting for the Brit-
ish government, conceding the Arab claim to Palestine, cf. Waters 
Flowing Eastward, by L. Fry, pp. 68–69, and the literature cited. 
“In the nine o’clock news (B.B.C.) on Sunday, Nov. 2nd, 1941, General 
Smuts was quoted at some length as applauding the Balfour offer of 



130 Chapter VII: The Kingship of Christ and the Duty of Catholics

The Jewish claim to Palestine is implicitly a denial that they have 
disobeyed God and missed their vocation by the rejection of the super-
natural Messias. It is the assertion in action that the promised Messias 
has not yet come and that the day of their national domination over 
the world will yet dawn. The final result will inevitably be another 
disastrous blow to their hopes, for all their naturalistic attempts to im-
pose their will on God, instead of accepting his, are doomed to failure, 
and every failure involves the Jewish nation in dire catastrophes.

The Catholic Church and Anti-Semitism
After all that has already been said, it will be easy to deal with the 

question of anti-Semitism. What is meant by the term? It means hatred 
of the Jews as a race. The Jews, however, use the word to designate any 
form of opposition to themselves, and they strive persistently to asso-
ciate irrationality and want of balance with the term. They evidently 
want the world to believe that anyone who opposes Jewish pretentions 
is more or less mentally deranged.

Now, first of all, it must be remarked that the term is too wide and 
too loose. The Arabs are doubtless Semites. Yet the Arabs in Palestine, 
on account of their opposition to Jewish domination, are anti-Semites.

Secondly, as we must stand valiantly for the rights of Christ the 
King, the true supernatural Messias, and strive to re-impregnate soci-
ety with the supernatural spirit of the Mystical Body, we must combat 
Jewish efforts to permeate the world with naturalism. In that sense, 
as there is only one Divine Plan for Order in the world, every sane 
thinker must be an anti-Semite. The Jewish World, February 9th, 1883, 
contained the following program: “The great ideal of Judaism is…that 
the whole world should be imbued with Jewish teachings, and that in 
a universal Brotherhood of nations—a greater Judaism in fact—all the 
separate races and religions shall disappear.’’ This implies the elimina-

Palestine to the Jews as a permanent home. He seemed to be as ignorant 
as Mr. Balfour appeared, some twenty-five years ago when the declara-
tion was made, that we had previously admitted and acknowledged the 
claims of the Arabs to the same property.” (The Weekly Review, Novem-
ber 6th, 1941).
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tion of the supernatural Messias and the disappearance of the Mystical 
Body of Christ, the Catholic church. The Jews need not be surprised 
that such pretensions evoke “anti-Semitism.” That program is a chal-
lenge to the Catholic church to a duel to the death.

The Catholic Church condemns hatred and want of charity be-
tween nations just as it does between individuals. By nature we are 
brothers and by our supernature, the divine life of grace, we are unit-
ed in a brotherhood which is infinitely nobler still. “Above the broth-
erhood of humanity and fatherland,’’ said Pope Pius XI, “there is a 
brotherhood which is infinitely more sacred and more precious, the 
brotherhood which makes us one in Christ, our Redeemer, namely, 
our kinship in the Catholic Church, the Mystical Body of Christ 
himself.”15

The Church condemns in a more particular manner hatred of the 
Jews. Why is hatred of the Jewish race, as such, especially odious? Be-
cause they are the nation and race in which the Word became Flesh. 
Our Lord is a Jew of the House of David. Catholics commonly desig-
nate this hatred by the term “anti-Semitism.”16

If we take into account the condemnation of the German racial 
theories in the Encyclical Letter, On the Persecution of the Church in 
Germany, and in the Letter of the Sacred Congregation of Seminaries 
of April, 1938, the present National-Socialist hatred of the Jewish race 
is to be still more severely condemned, because it is based on blasphe-
mous and heretical presuppositions.17

It must, however, be remarked with the writer of the article, Juifs 
et Chrétiens, in the Dictionnaire Apologetique de la Foi Chrétienne, that 
the Church has spoken for and against the Jews. On the one hand, the 
Church has spoken for the Jews to protect their persons and their wor-
ship against unjust attacks. She has always condemned acts of violence 
against the Jews and has respected the liberty of their consciences and 
allowed them freedom for their cult. On the other hand, the Church 
has spoken against the Jews, when they wanted to impose their yoke 

15 Allocution to the Spanish Refugees, 14th September, 1936.
16 Cf. the document of the Congregation of the Holy Office, quoted on p. 

276 of The Mystical Body of Christ in the Modern World.
17 Cf. Chapter 6, pp. 119–120.
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on the faithful and provoke apostasy. She has always striven to protect 
the faithful from contamination by them. As experience in past cen-
turies showed that if the Jews succeeded in attaining to high offices of 
state they would abuse their powers to the detriment of Catholics, the 
Church always strove to prevent Catholics from coming under their 
yoke. They were forbidden to proselytize and were not allowed to have 
Christians as slaves or servants.

On the one hand, the Church condemns race hatred in general 
and hatred of the Redeemer’s race in particular. On the other hand, the 
Church insists, as we have seen, on the duty of combating naturalism 
in public and private life, approves of love of native land, and extols 
true supernatural patriotism. We have the right and the duty to defend 
our country and our nation against the unjust aggression of another 
nation. This duty is still more strongly urged upon us when it is a ques-
tion of our country’s fidelity to Christ the King. We must, therefore, 
combat naturalism in general always and everywhere, and we must be 
vigilant in regard to the naturalism of the Jewish nation in particular. 
The tireless energy with which his own nation pursues the elimination 
of the influence of the supernatural life is doubly painful to Our Lord’s 
Sacred Heart. The combat against naturalism in general and, therefore, 
against the organized naturalism of the Jewish nation, is urged upon 
us, for example, by Pope Leo XIII (Tametsi, 1900) and Pope Pius XI 
(Quas Primas, 1925, and Quadragesimo Anno, I931).

We are warned against Jewish naturalism explicitly in a whole se-
ries of Papal Documents quoted by Pope Benedict XIV, in the Encyc-
lical Letter, A Quo Primum (1751). “As for Us,” writes that learned 
Pontiff, “in this matter, as in all others, We follow the line of conduct 
adopted by Our Venerable Predecessors, the Roman Pontiffs. Alex-
ander III (1159–1181) forbade Christians, under severe penalties, to 
enter the service of Jews for any lengthy period or to become domestic 
servants in their households. ‘They ought not,’ he wrote, ‘to serve Jews 
for pay in permanent fashion.’ The same Pontiff explains the reason for 
this prohibition as follows: ‘Our ways of life and those of the Jews are 
utterly different, and Jews will easily pervert the souls of simple folk 
to their superstition and unbelief, if such folk are living in continual 
and intimate intercourse with them.’ This quotation concerning the 
Jews will be found in the Decretal Ad haec. Innocent III (1198–1216), 
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after having mentioned that Jews were being admitted by Christians 
into their cities, warned Christians that the mode and the conditions 
of admission should be such as to prevent the Jews from returning 
evil for good: ‘When they are thus admitted out of pity into famil-
iar intercourse with Christians, they repay their hosts, as the proverb 
says, after the fashion of the rat hidden in the sack, or the snake in 
the bosom, or the burning brand in one’s lap.’ The same Pontiff says 
it is fitting for Jews to serve Christians, but not for Christians to serve 
Jews, and adds: ‘The sons of the free-woman should not serve the sons 
of the bond-woman. On the contrary, the Jews, as servants rejected 
by that Savior whose death they wickedly contrived, should recognize 
themselves, in fact and in deed, the servants of those whom the death 
of Christ has set free, even as it has rendered them bondmen.’ These 
words may be read in the Decretal, Etsi Judaeos. In like manner, in 
another Decretal, Cum sit nimis, under the same heading, De Judaeis 
et Saracenis (On Jews and Saracens), he forbids public positions to 
be bestowed on Jews: ‘We forbid the giving of public appointments 
to Jews because they profit by the opportunities thus afforded them 
to show themselves bitterly hostile to Christians…’ If any should ask 
what is forbidden by the Apostolic See to Jews dwelling in the same 
towns as Christians…he has only to read the Constitutions of the Ro-
man Pontiffs, Our Predecessors, Nicholas IV (1288–1294); Paul IV 
(1555–1559); Saint Pius V (1566–1572); Gregory XIII (1572–1585); 
and Clement VIII (1592–1605), which are readily available, as they 
are to be found in the Bullarium Romanum.”

In face of Jewish naturalism, then, we must proclaim the supremacy 
of the supernatural life of the Mystical Body, by which we are spiritual 
descendants of Abraham, over the natural life of Abraham’s descen-
dants according to the flesh, as well as over every form of national life.18

In face of Rosenberg’s naturalistic deification of the German race 
and his rejection of Jewish blood as poisoned, we must proclaim that 
the Mystical Body of Christ is the one divinely instituted supernatural 
society in which all, both Jew and Gentile, German and non-German, 
find redemption. We must affirm unflinchingly that this supernatural 

18 “All are not Israelites that are in Israel: neither are all they that are the 
seed of Abraham, children” (Rom. 9: 6–7).
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Society, of which the life-blood is sanctifying grace, is infinitely superi-
or to every nation and every race. As Abraham merited by his faith and 
obedience to be the ancestor of the head of redeemed humanity, who 
was therefore of Jewish blood, so we, by our faith and obedience, are 
his spiritual descendants, spiritually Semites, members of the Mystical 
Body of his seed. This is what Pope Pius XI emphasized when he used 
the expression: “anti-Semitism is inadmissible. We are spiritually Sem-
ites,” addressed to the members of a Belgian pilgrimage in September, 
1938. 19 Pope Pius XI’s phrase is an echo of the one used by Pope Pius 
IX to the Jewish convert priests, the Fathers Lémann: “You are the sons 
of Abraham and I also.”20

19 The French Journal, La Croix, of September 17th, 1938, stated that Pius 
XI, opening a Missal which had been offered him by some Belgian pil-
grims, read out in Latin the prayer, “Supra qua propitio, etc.,” from the 
Canon of the Mass. In English the prayer runs as follows: “Vouchsafe to 
look upon them with a countenance merciful and kind, and to receive 
them as Thou wast pleased to receive the gifts of Thy just servant Abel, 
and the sacrifice of our father Abraham, and that which Melchisedech, 
Thy high priest, offered up to Thee, a holy sacrifice and a spotless vic-
tim.” The Pope then went on to say: “Anti-semitism is incompatible with 
the sublime ideas and truths expressed in this text. We Christians can 
take no part in such a movement…no, it is impossible for Christians to 
take part in anti-Semitism. We acknowledge that everyone has the right 
to defend himself, in other words, to take the necessary precautions 
for his protection against everything that threatens his legitimate in-
terests. But anti-Semitism is inadmissible. We are spiritually Semites.’” 
—Translation from The Missal (Burns Oates & Washbourne, Ltd,, 
1933).

20 “Vos estis filii Abrahae et ego.” This is quoted in the book, La Cause 
des restes d’IsreaI introduite an Concile Oecuminique da Vatican, by 
the Fathers Lémann. The Antiphon of the Magnificat of the first 
vespers of Quinquagesima Sunday expresses the same idea in suc-
cinct fashion. It runs as follows: “Noble Abraham, the Father of 
our Faith, offered a holocaust on the altar in the place of his son.” 
Cf. the text of Gal. 3:29: “And if you be Christ’s, then are you the seed 
of Abraham, heirs according to the promise.” M. Drach quotes this 
text when, addressing his fellow Israelites, he says: “It is only through 
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The phrase used by Pope Pius XI has been very frequently quoted, 
in fact, so frequently, that one is inclined to suspect that it is being 
used as propaganda with a view to emphasizing one aspect of the ques-
tion, especially when one hardly ever finds any allusion to the previous 
portion of the Pope’s discourse. Pope Pius XI had also said: “It is im-
possible for Christians to be anti-Semites, but We acknowledge that 
everyone has the right to defend himself, in other words, to take the 
necessary precautions for his protection against everything that threat-
ens his legitimate interests.” Thus we find, in this pronouncement of 
Pope Pius XI, the two currents which, down the centuries, run through 
the official declarations of the Holy See concerning the Jews. On the 
one hand, the Sovereign Pontiffs strive to protect the Jews from physi-
cal violence and to secure respect for their family life and their worship, 
as the life and worship of human persons. On the other hand, they 
aim unceasingly at protecting Christians from the contamination of 
Jewish naturalism and try to prevent Jews from obtaining control over 
Christians. The existence of the second needs to be strongly stressed, 
because, to some extent, it has been lost sight of in recent times. Cath-
olics need to be made familiar, not only with the repeated Papal con-
demnations of the Talmud, but with the measures taken by the Sover-
eign Pontiffs to preserve society from the inroads of Jewish naturalism. 
Otherwise they will be exposed to the risk of speaking of Pope St. Pius 
V and Pope Benedict XIV, for example, as anti-Semites, and showing 
their ignorance of the meaning of supernatural life and of the rule of 
Christ the King over society.

Catholics and the Naturalism of Freemasonry
We have seen, first of all, that Pope Leo XIII insisted upon the ne-

cessity of safeguarding the young from the influence of Freemasonry. 
“Let their formation be the chief object of your solicitude and let there 
be no limit to the zeal and watchfulness you display in order to keep 
young people from masters and schools where the pestilential influ-
ence of Freemasonry is to be feared. Under your guidance, let parents, 

Jesus that you can be children of Abraham” (L’Harmonie entre l’eglise et 
la Synagogue, Vol. I, p. 25).
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religious teachers and priests having charge of souls, profit by every 
opportunity in their explanations of Christian doctrine, to warn their 
children and their pupils of the criminal character of these societies.” 
The influence of Freemasonry is always opposed to the program of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ and always in the direction of liberalism and natu-
ralism. “Tell your friends,” we read in a French Masonic Bulletin, “that 
we are first and foremost a school of mutual perfection and of popular 
intellectual development. Freemasonry is a kind of laboratory in which 
all the lofty ideas of the age are brought together, to be spread abroad 
afterwards throughout the profane world, in a concrete and practical 
form. Tell your friends that we are the philosophy of liberalism. Tell 
them all that, while being careful to safeguard the Masonic secret.”21

Secondly, we have seen that Pope Leo XIII proclaimed to the world 
that “no Catholic who rightly values the profession of the Catholic 
faith and his eternal salvation, may, for any reason whatever, become a 
Freemason… It may appear to some that Freemasons do not demand 
anything that is openly opposed to religion and good morals. Never-
theless, since the fundamental animating principle of Freemasonry is 
vicious and immoral, to ally oneself with Masons or to help them in 
any way cannot be lawful.” He added also that “those who prepare the 
young for the fitting reception of the sacraments will act wisely and 
prudently, if they induce each and all of them to take the resolution 
never to enter any society without the knowledge of their parents, or 
without having consulted their parish priest or their spiritual director.” 
For a Catholic to become a Freemason is to betray Our Lord.22

21 Quoted from a Bulletin of 1882, by Pére Philippe, C.SS.R, in A Dieu 
et à Son Christ, p. 102.

22 In the Codex Juris Canonici, issued in 1917, by Pope Benedict XV, the 
previous ordinances are confirmed and enforced: All those who enroll 
their names in the sect of Freemasons, or similar associations plotting 
against the Church or the legitimate civil authorities, incur by the very 
fact the penalty of excommunication, absolution from which is reserved 
to the Holy See. If the delinquents be clerics or religious, every Cath-
olic is under the obligation of denouncing them to the Congregation 
of the Holy Office (Canons 2335 and 2336). Cf. Freemasonry and the 
Anti-Christian Movement, by Rev. E. Cahill, S.J., p. 130.
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Thirdly, Pope Leo XIII exhorts the faithful to counter-attack. “This 
violent attack (on the supernatural life of the world) must be countered 
by an energetic defense…Let all good men unite and form an immense 
association of action and prayer…Let us have recourse to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, as our Helper and Mediatrix, and to St. 
Michael the Archangel, St. Joseph, and SS. Peter and Paul.”

The Need for Union Among Catholics
“Many times,” wrote Pope Pius XI, “Our paternal heart has been 

saddened by the divergencies—often idle in their causes, always tragic 
in their consequences—which array in opposing camps the sons of the 
same Mother Church. Thus it is that the revolutionaries, who are not 
so very numerous, profiting by this discord, are able to make it more 
acute and end by pitting Catholics one against the other.”23

Accordingly, “we must unite in an immense effort to obtain that, 
as we have seen the Revolution open by the Declaration of the Rights 
of Man and the proclamation of the social expulsion of Jesus Christ, 
we may see this same Revolution come to an end by the recognition 
of the rights of God and of the duties of the human race to its Savior 
and its King.”24

23  Encyclical Letter, Divini Redemptoris, On Atheistic Communism.
24  Le Règne Social du Coeur de Jésus, by H. Ramiére, S.J., p. 604.





Appendix I

List of the Supreme Councils of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry.

Below is given the list of the Supreme Councils of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite. Each of these is a member of the Federation of 
the Supreme Councils of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. This 
body wields a formidable influence for naturalism in the world:

The Supreme Council for Ireland, 33rd Degree, A. & A. S. Rite, 
was patented in 1824 and constituted in 1826.

The following is the list:

Charleston (SC, U.S.A.), Boston (MA, U.S.A.),
Belgium, Holland, Spain, Portugal, Italy, France, Germany, Yu-

goslavia, Serbia, Rumania, Austria, Turkey, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Switzerland, Ireland, Scotland, England, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, Peru, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Chili, Paraguay, Uruguay, Costa Rica, Venezuela, 
Greece, Central America, San Domingo, Panama, Argentina, Egypt, 
Tunis, Brazil.

An important meeting of the Supreme Councils of the whole world 
was held at Paris in 1929. Twenty-seven Supreme Councils were there 
represented. It would be interesting to have an account of the connec-
tions between the growth of the Federation of the Supreme Councils 
and the increase in the number of Central Banks in the world. Both 
lead to enormous power in the hands of relatively few men.





Appendix I

Biography of Fr. Fahey

Father Fahey, born 3rd July, 1883, was a native of Kilmore, Golden, 
in County Tipperary, Ireland. His roots were in the small farming stock 
of Ireland, and to the end of his life he retained his great affection for 
and personal contact with the land based families and particularly with 
those of his native place in the South Riding.

His doctorates in Divinity and Philosophy destined him for a pro-
fessional position. The Gregorian University formed him as a Roman 
with a sure knowledge of a vital attachment to the papacy and its func-
tions in the life of the Church. He was young enough then to have 
taken his original B.A. in the Old Royal University of Ireland which 
went out of existence shortly after the turn of the century.

From Rome he went to serve as Chaplain in an internment camp 
in Switzerland during the latter period of the first Great War. Even so, 
early in his life he suffered, as Arnold Lunn notes in his reference to 
Fr. Fahey, from the headaches, the “sting in the flesh,” which remained 
with him all his life and which were no doubt aggravated if not directly 
caused by his continuous reading and study.

Picking up languages as he went along he was at home in German, 
French, and Italian. His one regret was that he had at one stage to 
choose between perfecting his Irish and studying the money question, 
and perforce, he buckled down to penetrate the pseudo-mysteries with 
which the question of money manipulation was cloaked.



He passed from teaching in Blackrock College to the post of Pro-
fessor of Philosophy and Church History in Kimmage Manor, the 
seminary of his congregation in Ireland. Here he labored till his death 
on 21st January, 1954.

While in Rome he dedicated his life to the service of Christ the 
King and to the propagation and defense of his Kingdom. He held 
no man as his enemy, yet he was as such held by many. He was gentle 
and charitable towards all, even towards the most avowed destroyers of 
the Church. Yet even among those who should have been his own he 
was reviled, jeered at, and laughed to scorn as was his master. But his 
scholarship has stood the test of time. His words remain true. None of 
his writings have been gainsaid by Catholic or Atheist, rather is there 
growing steadily a recognition, grudging and belated, that he should 
have been listened to and that at least now we should come to know 
better what he stood for and then to stand with him.


