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INTRODUCTION TO  PHILOSOPHY

O R D E R  O F  P R O C E D U R E : T h e  in tr o d u c t io n  to  p h ilo s o p h y  i s
c o n d u c te d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  o r d e r  sh o w n  in  th e  fo llo w in g  s c h e m e :  -

P h i l o 
so p h y
i s
c o n 
s id e re d

in  i t 
s e l f  
(P A R T  
O N E )

p r i m o r d i a l  d a ta

D e f in it io n

N o m in a l d e f in i t io n  

p o m m o n - s e n s e  n o tio n
W*
a c q u i r e d  b y  w ay  o f a s c e n t  1

1 I • • • •

io n ]

C h a p te r  o n e

. . . .  C h a p te r  tw o

r e l a t i v e  - 
ly  to

i t s  ow n  p a r t s  
(P A R T  T W O )

!a c q u ire d  b y  w ay  o f  d e s c e n t j

O b je c t  an d  s u b je c t  o f  p h i lo s o p h y ....................... C h a p te r  t h r e e

P r o p e r t i e s  o f  p h i lo s o p h y ...............  . .  C h a p te r  f o u r

S ta te s  o f  p h i l o s o p h y .................................   C h a p te r  f iv e

#■
D iv is io n  o f  p h i lo s o p h y ......... C h a p te r  s i x

U n ity  o f  p h i lo s o p h y ............... C h a p te r  s e v e n

O r d e r  a m o n g  i t s  p a r t s  . . . .  C h a p te r  e ig h t

S e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e  • • • • • • • »  C h a p te r  n in e

P r i n c ip l e s  o f  r e a s o n  . . . . .  C h a p te r  t e n

C o m m o n  s e n s e ......................C h a p te r  e le v e n

P a r t i c u l a r  s c i e n c e s ............C h a p te r  tw e lv e

O th e r  w i s d o m s ......... ...........C h a p te r  t h i r t e e n

D iv in e  r e v e la t io n  . . . . . . . .  C h a p te r  fo u r te e n

N o ta b le  p h i lo s o p h e r s ......................................   C h a p te r  f i f te e n
(P A R T  F O U R )

i t s  n e ig h b o u rs  
(P A R T  T H R E E )

P A R T  O N E 

P H IL O S O P H Y  C O N SID E R E D  IN  I T S E L F .

C H A P T E R  O N E .

P R IM O R D IA L  D A TA  R E G A R D IN G  P H IL O S O P H Y

2, N O M IN A L D E F IN IT IO N  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y : In  s p i t e  o f  th e  m a n y
lo o s e  u s a g e s ,  a b u s e s  and  d e g ra d a t io n s  th a t  th e  w o rd  •ph ilosophy*  

h a s  s u f f e r e d ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in  r e c e n t  t i m e s ,  th e  t e r m  s t i l l  b e a r s  a  v e r y  
p r e c i s e  an d  e x a c t  m e a n in g  f o r  th o s e  w ho u n d e r s ta n d  th e  g e n u in e  im p o r t  
o f  th e  t e r m .

A . I t  i s  a  G r e e k  w o rd , m e a n in g  *Iove o f  w isdom * (p h ilia
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s o p h ia s ) .  So f a r  a s  w e h a v e  an y  r e c o r d ,  th e  f i r s t  to  u s e  th e  t e r m  

w a s  P y th a g o r a s  a  n o te d  m a th e m a t ic ia n  and  p h i lo s o p h e r  w ho l iv e d  

in  th e  s ix th  c e n tu r y  B . C .

B . P y th a g o r a s  r e m a r k e d  th a t  w is d o m , in  i t s  t r u e  

and  p r o p e r  s e n s e ,  co u ld  b e  a t t r ib u te d  to  G od a lo n e ; th e  m o s t  th a t  

w e h u m a n  b e in g s  c a n  a s p i r e  to ,  s a y s  h e , i s  th e  te n d e n c y  to  b e  w is e ,  

th e  p u r s u i t  o f w is d o m , th e  lo v e  o f  w is d o m . F o r  th a t  r e a s o n  he 

h im s e l f  w ish e d  to  b e  c a l le d ,  n o t a  w is e  m a n , b u t a  l o v e r  o f w isd o m .

C . T h u s ,  f r o m  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  s e t t in g  o f  i t s  p r im i t iv e  

u s a g e ,  th e  w o rd  ‘p h ilo s o p h y 1 c a m e  to  m e a n  th e  s o r t  o f  w isd o m  th a t

i s  a t ta in a b le  b y  u s  h u m a n  b e in g s ,  -  w isd o m  a s  a c c e s s ib le  to  th e  h u m a n  

m in d .

3 . C O M M O N -SE N SE  N O TIO N  O F  PH IL O S O P H Y : T h is  r e s 

t r i c t i o n  to  th e  m e a n in g  o f  th e  t e r m ,  n a r r o w in g  i t  dow n  

f r o m  w isd o m  p u re  and  s im p le ,  to  w isd o m  a s  a t ta in a b le  b y  OU R 

in te l le c tu a l  p o w e r ,  r e m a in s  a t ta c h e d  to  i t  u n t i l  t h i s  d a y .

A . N A T U R A L  W ISDOM : F o r  o th e r  w isd o m ^ , h ig h e r

w is d o m s , s u c h  a s  th a t  o f th e  D iv in e  M ind , o r  th a t  w h ich  w e g a in  th ro u g h  

s o m e  s h a r in g  o f  th e  D iv in e  W isd o m  c o n s e q u e n t u p o n  G od*s r e v e la t io n  

to  m a n  o r  b y  w a y  o f in fu s io n  in to  o u r  in te l l e c t  b y  G o d , -  s u c h  o th e r  

w is d o m s  a r e  n o t c a l le d  p h ilo s o p h y . P h i lo s o p h y  i s  th e  n a m e  g iv e n  to  

th a t  w isd o m  w h ic h  w e c a n  a c q u i r e  b y  th e  n a tu r a l  l ig h t  o f  h u m a n  r e a s o n ,  

b ro u g h t  to  b e a r  u p o n  th e  th in g s  th a t  w e s e e  and  h e a r  and  to u c h  in  th e  

w o r ld  ab o u t u s ,  o r  th a t  w e e x p e r ie n c e  b y  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w ith in  o u r 

s e l v e s .

B . W ISDOM : W is d o m , o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  th e  m o s t  p e r f e c t

o f  a l l  k n o w le d g e s . A nd th e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  o f k n o w le d g e s  i s  th a t  k n o w 

le d g e  w h ich  g r a s p s  n o t o n ly  th e  f a c t  o f  th in g s ,  b u t th e  r e a s o n s  o r  

c a u s e s  o f th in g s ,  and  in d e e d  t h e i r  u l t im a te  r e a s o n s ,  t h e i r  m o s t  p r o 

found  c a u se s*  T h a t  m a n  kn o w s th in g s  b e s t  w ho c a n  t e l l ,  n o t m e r e ly  

th a t  t h e s e  th in g s  a r e ,  b u t w hy  th in g s  a r e :  w ho c a n  g iv e  n th e  w hy  and  

th e  w h e re fo re "  o f  th in g s ;  who c a n  a n a ly s e  th in g s  b a c k  in to  th e  r o o ts  

and  r e a s o n s  an d  c a u s e s  w h e n ce  th e y  s p r in g ;  w ho in d e e d  c a n  c a r r y  

t h i s  a n a ly s i s  r ig h t  b a c k  to  th e  d e e p e s t  r o o t s ,  to  th e  u l t im a te  r e a s o n s ,  

to  th e  m o s t  r e m o te  c a u s e s ;  w ho c a n  m a k e  th e  l a s t  a n a ly s i s ;  w ho c a n  

g iv e  th e  u l t im a te  e x p la n a tio n ;  f o r  to  e x p la in  i s  n o th in g  e l s e  th a n  to  

u n fo ld  th e  r e a s o n s  and  c a u s e s .  T h a t  m a n  i s  w is e  w ho c a n  g iv e  th e  

d e e p e s t  an d  u l t im a te  e x p la n a t io n .

C . N Q T A B ^ g ^ J L fflO P H E R S : H e n c e  i t  h a s  c o m e

ab o u t t h a t  in  c o m m o n  u s a g e  th ro u g h o u t  th e  a g e s ,  th o s e  m e n  h av e  

b e e n  h o n o u re d  b y  th e  t i t l e  o f p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  w ho h a v e  p ro p o s e d  a  

s y s te m a t i c  b o d y  o f te a c h in g  w h ich  c a n  m a k e  a t  l e a s t  s o m e  r e c o g n iz a b le  

c la im  to  u n fo ld  th e  u l t im a te  r e a s o n s  and  d e e p e s t  c a u s e s  o f  th e  th in g s  

th a t  a r e .

a .  O u ts ta n d in g  a m o n g  s u c h  m e n  a r e  th e  g r e a t  G r e e k s ,

s u c h  a s  P a r m e n id e s  (w hom  A r i s to t le  c a l le d  " th e  f a th e r  o f  m e ta p h y s ic 

i a n s " ) ,  H e r a c l i t u s ,  A n a x a g o ra s  (who w a s  th e  f i r s t  to  f o r m u la te  th e  

p r in c ip le  o f  e f f ic ie n t  c a u s a l i ty ,  w ho a ls o  m a d e  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  th e  

g r e a t  l e a p  in  s c ie n t i f i c  d e m o n s t r a t io n  f r o m  th e  th in g s  o f  th i s  w o r ld  

to  G o d , p ro v in g  th e  e x is te n c e  o f a  T r a n s c e n d e n t  M ind , -  w h e r e f o r e  

A r i s to t le  p r a i s e d  h im , s a y in g  th a t  " h e  sp o k e  a m o n g  th e  a n c ie n ts  l ik e  

a  s o b e r  m a n  s p e a k in g  a m o n g  th e  d r u n k " ) ,  S o c r a te s  (c a l le d  " th e  

f a th e r  o f d i a l e c t i c s " ) ,  h is  g r e a t  p u p il P la to ,  and  P la to * s  s t i l l  

g r e a t e r  p u p il A r i s to t le ,  -  t h i s  l a s t  b e a r in g  th e  g r e a t e s t  in te l le c t  

o f  th e m  a l l ,  -  w hom  S t. T h o m a s  A q u in a s  g r a c e s  w ith  th e  s im p le



t i t l e  o f  " th e  p h i lo s o p h e r” .

b .  In  th e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  p e r io d  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  
e m in e n t  n a m e s ,  s u c h  a s  P h ilo  and  P lo t in u s .  T h e n , to w e r in g  ab o v e  a l l  
m e n  f o r  c e n tu r ie s  b e fo r e  and  a f t e r  h is  ow n l i f e - t i m e ,  w a s  th e  m ig h ty  
g ia n t ,  S t .  A u s tin ; h is  e m in e n c e  w a s  in d e e d  m o r e  in  th e  f ie ld  o f 
th e o lo g y  th a n  in  th a t  o f  p h ilo s o p h y , y e t  h e  m u s t  r a n k  a m o n g  th e  
p r in c e s  o f  th e  r e a lm  o f p h ilo s o p h y .

c .  U pon  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  g r e a t  A ra b  s c h o o ls
o f p h ilo s o p h y , m a n y  n a m e s  p ro m in e n t  in  th e  h i s to r y  o f  th o u g h t e m e r g e  
u p o n  th e  s c e n e ,  -  Ib n  G e b i ro l ,  A lg a z e l ,  A lf e r a b i ,  A v ic e n n a , g r e a t e s t  
o f  th e m  a l l ,  and  A v e r r o e s .

d .  F r o m  th e  e le v e n th  and  tw e lf th  c e n tu r ie s  o n w a rd s
c a m e  th e  r i c h  f lo w e r in g  o f  p h i lo s o p h ic  w isd o m  in  W e s te r n  E u ro p e .
I t  w a s  th e  ag e  o f  S t . A n s e lm , o f A le x a n d e r  o f H a le s ,  o f S t .  A lb e r t
th e  G r e a t  (w h o se  p r iv i le g e  i t  w a s  to  t e a c h  th e  p r in c e  o f  a l l  p h i lo s o p h e r s )  
o f  S t .  T h o m a s  A q u in a s , w ho to w e r s  s u p r e m e  ab o v e  th e m  a l l ,  th e  
p ro fo u n d e s t  t h in k e r  in  th e  h i s to r y  o f  o u r  r a c e ,  o f  S t .  B o n a v e n tu re ,
D u n s  S c o tu s ,  and  R o g e r  B a c o n . T h e s e  w e r e  fo llo w e d , a m id s t  a  
g a la x y  o f o t h e r s ,  a s  t im e  w en t o n , b y  C a p r e o lu s  and  C a je ta n .

e .  F r o m  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y  o n w a rd s ,  m a n y
n o ted  f ig u r e s  h a v e  a r i s e n ,  a m o n g s t  o t h e r s ,  D e s c a r t e s ,  L e ib n i tz ,  
F o n s e c a ,  V a s q u e z , T o le tu s ,  S y lv e s te r  M a u ru e , S u a r e z ,  S p in o z a , 
M a le b ra n c h e , J o h n  o f  S t .  T h o m a s ,  L o c k e , B e r k e le y ,  Hu e ib , M e d in a , 
W olff, K a n t, F ic h te ,  S c h e ll in g , H e g e l, S a n s e v e r in o ,  Z ig l i a r a ,  M a in e  
d e  B i r a n ,  B e r g s o n ,  H u s s e r l ,  H e id d ig e r ,  D e l P r a d o ,  R a m i r e z ,  G r e d t ,  
G a r r ig o n - L a g r a n g e ,  W h ite h e a d , B e n e d e t ts  C r o c e ,  G io v a n n i G e n t i le ,  
H a m e lin , B r u n s c h v ic q ,  M a r i ta in ,  D e T o n q u e d e c , J o l iv e t .

D . T H E IR  T IT L E  T O  T H E  N A M E:

a .  A ll o f  t h e s e  m e n  a r e  m a r k e d  b y  a c o m m o n  c h a r 
a c t e r i s t i c :  th e y  a l l  e la b o r a te d  and  p ro p o s e d  a  s y s te m  o f d o c tr in e  
c la im in g  to  b e  a n  u l t im a te  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  o b je c ts  th a t  c o n fro n t  
u s  in  th e  w o rld  in  w h ic h  w e l iv e  and  s e e  and  h e a r  and  f e e l .  T h e y  a l l  
c la im  to  b e  u n fo ld in g  th e  u l t im a te  c a u s e s  o f  th in g s ,  to  b e  a n a ly s in g  
th e  o b je c ts  o f  o u r  k n o w le d g e  dow n  to  t h e i r  m o s t  p ro fo u n d  r e a s o n s  and  
r o o t s .  S o m e  o f th e m  a r e  a b le  to  s u b s ta n t ia te  t h e i r  c la im s ;  s o m e  
c a n n o t;  b u t a l l  o f th e m  c a n  u r g e  a  c la im  th a t  i s  r e c o g n iz a b le ,  and  
th a t  m e r i t s  e x a m in a t io n . A ll o f th e m  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  h o n o u re d  b y  th e  
t i t l e  o f  p h i lo s o p h e r s * .

b .  A nd th e r e  i s  th i s  f u r t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c o m m o n  
to  th e m  a ll :  th e y  a l l  c la im e d  to  b a s e  th a t  d o c t r in e ,  w h ic h  fo u n d s  
t h e i r  r ig h t  to  th e  n a m e  o f * p h ilo so p h e r* , u p o n  th e  n a tu r a l  l ig h t  o f 
h u m a n  r e a s o n :  -  n o t u p o n  a n y  h u m a n  a u th o r i ty ,  n o r  a n y  e p h e m e r a l  
f a s h io n  o f  th o u g h t, n o r  an y  p o e tic  fa n c y , n o r  e v e n  u p o n  d iv in e  
r e v e la t io n  o r  a  w isd o m  in fu s e d  in to  th e m  b y  G o d .

c .  T h u s  h a s  th e  w o rd  * p h ilo so p h y 4 r e ta in e d  th ro u g h  
th e  a g e s  th a t  o r ig in a l  d i s t in c t iv e  n o te  o f " w is d o m  a t ta in a b le  to  th e  
h u m a n  m in d  b y  i t s  n a tu r a l  p o w e r s ."

3

C H A P T E R  TW O  

D E F IN IT IO N  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y

4 . ST A R T IN G  PO IN T  O F  PU R SU IT  O F  A D E F IN IT IO N : T h e
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n o m in a l  d e f in i t io n  an d  th e  p o p u la r  n o tio n  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  p ro v id e  th e  

s t a r t i n g  p o in t f ro m  w h ich  p r o c e e d s  th e  p u r s u i t  o f a r e a l  d e f in i t io n  

th e r e o f .

A . ( F o r  th e  p u r s u i t  o f a r e a l  d e f in i t io n  o f  a  th in g

a lw a y s  b e g in s  f r o m  th e  n o m in a l  o r  p o p u la r  n o tio n  o f  th a t  th in g : f o r  

i f  w e a r e  lo o k in g  f o r  a  th in g , i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  th a t  w e h a v e  s u f f ic ie n t  

k n o w le d g e  of i t  to  know  w h a t w e a r e  lo o k in g  f o r ,  and  to  r e c o g n iz e  

i t  w h en  w e fin d  i t ) .

B . T h e  p u r s u i t  o f  a  d e f in i t io n  i s  o f  tw o  k in d s ,  th u s :

b y  w ay  o f  a s c e n t ......... .. .....................A r t .  1

P u r s u i t  o f  d e f in i t io n

b y  w ay  o f  d e s c e n t . ............................ A r t .  2

A R T IC L E  ON E 

A SC EN D IN G  P U R S U IT  O F  D E F IN IT IO N

5 . M E T H O D  O F  A SC EN D IN G  P U R S U IT : B y  th i s  m e th o d  w e

a r r i v e  a t  a n  e x a c t  n o tio n  o f  p h ilo s o p h y , s u c h  a s  w e c a n

e x p r e s s  in  a  s t r i c t  o r  r e a l  d e f in i t io n , b y  c o m p a r in g  to g e th e r  th o s e  

m e n  w hom  m a n k in d  a g r e e  to  lo o k  u p o n  a s  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  e l im in a t in g  

f r o m  th e m  a ll  t h a t  i s  p e c u l ia r  to  in d iv id u a ls ,  an d  r e t a in in g  th a t  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  w h ic h  i s  c o m m o n  to  th e m  a l l ,  and  w h ic h  a t  th e  s a m e  

t im e  d i s t in g u is h e s  th e m  f ro m  m e n  n o t lo o k e d  u p o n  a s  p h i lo s o p h e r s .

F o r  t h i s  s o m e th in g  th a t  i s  c o m m o n  to  th e m  a l l ,  and  y e t  p r o p e r  to  

th e m  a s  a  g ro u p , m u s t  b e  p h ilo so p h y ; s o  th a t  i f  w e c a n  in d ic a te  w h a t 

t h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s ,  w e a r e  t h e r e b y  in d ic a t in g  w h a t p h ilo s o p h y  i s .

6 . C H A R A C T E R IS T IC  P R O P E R  T O  G R O U P , B U T  COM M O N T O

IT S  M E M B E R S : W hen  w e c o n s id e r  th o s e  m e n  w hom  m a n k in d

a g r e e  in  c a l l in g  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  w e f in d  th a t  th e y  a r e  d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  

o th e r  m e n  b y  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ;  th e y  p u r s u e  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  

u l t im a te  r e a s o n s  o r  c a u s e s  o f a l l  th in g s ,  -  a  k n o w led g e  o f th e  c a u s e s  

w h y  a l l  th in g s  a r e  a s  th e y  a r e ,  an d  c a n n o t b e  o th e r w is e ;  th e y  a im  a t ,  

an d  a c h ie v e , o r  th in k  th a t  th e y  a c h ie v e ,  a  k n o w led g e  o f  a l l  th in g s  

th ro u g h  t h e i r  u l t im a te  c a u s e s .  W e fin d  to o , th a t  f o r  th e  a t ta in m e n t  

o f th i s  k n o w le d g e , th e y  u s e  th e  n a tu r a l  p o w e rs  o f  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t ,  n o t 

b a s in g  t h e i r  c o n c lu s io n s  u p o n  d a ta  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  r e v e a le d  b y  a n  i n 

t e l l e c t  s u p e r i o r  to  m a n * s .

A . I t  i s  a c c o rd in g ly  p r o p e r  to  th i s  g ro u p  th a t  th e y

p u r s u e  b y  th e  n a tu r a l  p o w e rs  o f  t h e i r  m in d  a k n o w led g e  o f  a l l  th in g s  

th ro u g h  t h e i r  c a u s e s .  W e fin d  m o r e o v e r  th a t  th i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  

c o m m o n  to  a l l  th e  m e m b e r s  o f th e  g ro u p , -  a t  l e a s t  to  s o m e  e x te n t  

(to  th e  e x te n t  th a t  th e y  a r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  p h i lo s o p h e r s . ) W e n o tic e  

th a t  in  p r o p o r t io n  a s  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  g ro u p  s e e m s  to  d is p la y  th is  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  th e  m o r e ,  an d  s e e m s  to  s u c c e e d  th e  m o r e  in  a t ta in m e n t  

o f  th i s  k n o w le d g e , in  s u c h  p r o p o r t io n  i s  h e  d e e m e d  b y  m a n k in d  to  b e

a  m o r e  p e r f e c t  p h i lo s o p h e r .

B . T O  SU M  U P : W e fin d  th a t  o n ly  ph i lo s o p h e r s ,  and

a l l  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  a t t a in  b y  th e  n a tu r a l  p o w e rs  o f  th e  h u m a n  m in d  a 

k n o w le d g e  o f a l l  th in g s  th ro u g h  t h e i r  d e e p e s t  c a u s e s ,  and  th a t  th e
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m o r e  p e r f e c t ly  on e  a t ta in s  th i s  k n o w le d g e , th e  m o r e  fu l ly  d o e s  he 
m e r i t  th e  n a m e  o f p h i lo s o p h e r .

7 . D E F IN IT IO N  O F  PH IL O SO P H Y : I t fo llo w s  th e n  th a t
p h ilo s o p h y  i s :  11A k n o w le d g e , g a in e d  b y  th e  n a tu r a l  

p o w e rs  o f th e  h u m a n  m in d , o f a l l  th in g s  th ro u g h  t h e i r  d e e p e s t  
c a u s e s " .

A R T IC L E  TW O

D E SC E N D IN G  PU R SU IT  O F  D E F IN IT IO N

8 . M ETH O D  O F  D E SC E N D IN G  P U R S U IT : T h e  d e s c e n d in g
p u r s u i t  o f a d e f in i t io n  c o n s i s t s  in  e l im in a t in g  p a r t s  o f  

a  u n iv e r s a l  w h o le , u n t i l  t h a t ,  w h o se  d e f in i t io n  i s  s o u g h t, i s  
r e a c h e d .

A . T h is  m e th o d  a c c o rd in g ly  p r o c e e d s  b y  d iv is io n
and  d i f f e r e n c e s .

B . T o  ta k e  an  e x a m p le : L e t  u s  s a y  th a t  w e a r e
s e e k in g  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f m a n . W e m a y  s t a r t  w ith  b o d y , f o r  i t  i s  
e v id e n t  th a t  m a n  i s  s o m e th in g  a m o n g  b o d ily  th in g s .  H e n ce  w e 
d iv id e  b o d y , in to  o r g a n ic  and  in o r g a n ic ,  w h e n ce  w e a r r i v e  a t  l iv in g  
b o d y  and  n o n - l iv in g  b o d y . N o n - l iv in g  b o d y  i s  now  e l im in a te d ,  f o r  
i t  i s  e v id e n t  th a t  m a n  i s  n o t to  b e  found  in  th a t  m e m b e r  o f th e  
d iv is io n .  W e now  d iv id e  l iv in g  b o d y , b y  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  s e n t ie n t  
and  n o n - s e n t ie n t ,  w h e re b y  w e a r r i v e  a t  a n im a l  and  p la n t .  P la n t
i s  now  e l im in a te d ,  f o r  i t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  m a n  i s  n o t a  p la n t .  N ow  w e 
d iv id e  a n im a l ,  b y  m e a n s  o f th e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  r a t io n a l  and  i r r a t i o n a l ;  
w e e l im in a te  i r r a t i o n a l  f o r  m a n  i s  n o t a n  i r r a t i o n a l  a n im a l .  B u t w e 
fin d  th a t  i t  i s  n o t n e c e s s a r y  to  d iv id e  r a t io n a l  a n im a l  f u r t h e r  in  o r d e r  
to  g e t to  m a n , f o r  m a n k in d , u s in g  t h e i r  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  a g re e  in  
c a l l in g  a l l  r a t io n a l  a n im a ls  b y  th e  n a m e  ^ a n 1, and  a g r e e  a ls o  in  
r e f u s in g  th e  n a m e  !m a n ! to  a n y th in g  th a t  i s  n o t a  r a t io n a l  a n im a l .
In  o th e r  w o rd s ,  w h en  w e h a v e  n a r ro w e d  fbody* dow n  to  r a t io n a l  
a n im a l ,  w e h a v e  n a r r o w e d  i t  dow n  to  a t e r m  th a t  i s  c o -e x te n s iv e  w ith  
th e  t e r m  ^ a n 1, -  a l l  r a t i o n a l  a n im a ls  b e in g  s u b je c te d  to  th e  p r e d ic a te  
'm a n 1, and  o n ly  r a t io n a l  a n im a ls  r e c e iv in g  th is  p r e d ic a te .

9 . ST A R T IN G  P O IN T  O F  T H IS PU R SU IT : S ta r t in g  w ith  th e  
a d m is s io n  th a t  p h ilo s o p h y  s ta n d s  a m o n g  h u m a n  k n o w le d g e s ,

w e c o n d u c t t h i s  p u r s u i t  o f  a d e f in i t io n  b y  d iv id in g  and  d i f f e r e n t ia t in g  
h u m a n  k n o w le d g e s  u n t i l  th e  n o tio n  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  b e c o m e s  d i s t in c t .

A . S E N S IT IV E  AND IN T E L L E C T IV E  K N O W LED G E

10. T H E  D IS T IN C T IO N  N O T E D : S ta n d in g  o n  th e  b a n k  o f a r i v e r  
in  w h ic h  b o y s  a r e  s w im m in g , I  h a v e  b e fo r e  m y  e y e s  a v a s t

and  v a r i e d  s p e c t a c l e .  In  th i s  s ig h t  v a r io u s  th in g s  a r e  to  b e  d i s t in g 
u is h e d :  -

A . T h e  v e r y  a c t  o f v i s io n  i t s e l f ,  w h ich  i s  a s e n s a t io n ,
w h ich  i s  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  o th e r  s e n s a t io n s ,  s u c h  a s  th o s e  b y  w h ich  I 
h e a r  th e  s h o u ts  o f  th e  b o y s ,  an d  th e  n o is e  o f  th e  w a te r s  a s  th e y  a r e  
s p la s h e d .  T h e s e  s e n s a t io n s  a r e  d i s t in c t  f ro m  o n e  a n o th e r ,  y e t  b y
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m e  th e y  a r e  p e rc e iv e d  u n i te d .  T h e s e  s e n s a t io n s  and  p e rc e p t io n s  a r e  

k n o w le d g e s  o f th e  s e n s e s .

B . B u t m y  k n o w led g e  g o e s  b ey o n d  th e s e .  -Along

w ith  th e  s e n s a t io n s  and  p e r c e p t io n s ,  c o n c e p ts  a r i s e  in  m y  m in d : 

v .  g . c o n c e p ts  o f  th e  im m e n s i ty  o f th e  r i v e r ,  o f th e  b e a u ty  o f th e  

p a n o ra m a , o f th e  l i f e  and  v i ta l i ty  o f th e  b o y s .  F r o m  th e s e  c o n c e p ts  

I  p a s s  to  c o n c e p ts  o f  th e  im m e n s i ty ,  o f th e  b e a u ty ,  o f  th e  l i f e ,  o f 

G o d . M o re o v e r ,  t h e s e  c o n c e p ts  g iv e  r i s e  to  a  c r y  th a t  b u r s t s  f ro m  

m y  l ip s  in  th e  w o rd s  o f th e  p s a lm is t :  " O  L o r d ,  w o n d e rfu l i s  T h y  

n a m e  u p o n  th e  w h o le  e a r t h l "  T h e s e  c o n c e p ts ,  and  th e  ju d g m e n t 

e x p r e s s e d  b y  th e s e  w o rd s ,  p e r t a in  to  i n t e r a c t i v e  k n o w le d g e .

11. S P E C IF IC  D IS T IN C T IO N : S e n s i t iv e  k n o w led g e  and

in te l le c t iv e  k n o w le d g e  c o n s t i tu te  th e  tw o fo ld  s o u r c e  o f

a l l  o u r  k n o w le d g e . T h e  f o r m e r  w e h a v e  in  c o m m o n  w ith  th e  b r u te  

a n im a ls ;  th e  l a t t e r  i s  p r o p e r  to  m a n , an d  a c c o rd in g ly  i s  s p e c i f ic a l ly  

d i s t in c t  f ro m  th e  f o r m e r .

B . COM M O N -S E N S E  K N O W LED G E .AND S C IE N T IF IC

K N O W L E D G E

12 . D E G R E E S  O F  IN T E L L E C T U A L  K N O W LED G E: I n te l le c tu a l

h u m a n  k n o w led g e  a d m its  d e g r e e s .  F o r  w e do  n o t , b y  a

s in g le  in tu i t io n , p e r f e c t ly  know  a n y th in g ; r a t h e r ,  v/e p r o c e e d ,  l i t t l e  

b y  l i t t l e ,  f r o m  a  v e r y  im p e r f e c t  k n o w led g e  to  a  m o r e  p e r f e c t  k n o w le d g e .

1 3 . P R E -S C IE N T IF IC  OR C O M M O N -SE N SE  K N O W LED G E: W e 

know  th in g s  f i r s t  in  a c o m m o n - s e n s e  m a n n e r . V/e know

s o m e th in g  o f th e m  w ith o u t p r o p e r ly  k n o w in g  t h e i r  n a tu r e ,  w ith o u t 

k n o w in g  th e  la w s  b y  w h ic h  th e y  a r e  g o v e rn e d , w ith o u t kn o w in g  w h e n ce  

th e y  c o m e  o r  w h i th e r  th e y  g o .

A . In  a w o rd : w e do  know  t h e i r  c a u s e s .

B . S u ch  i s  p r e - s c i e n t i f i c ,  o r  c o m m o n - s e n s e  k n o w le d g e ,

e m p lo y e d  in  th e  d a i ly  c o n v e r s a t io n  o f  m e n .

14. D E G R E E S  O F  C O M M O N -SE N SE  K N O W LED G E: A lre a d y  in

c o m m o n - s e n s e  know ledge, c e r t a i n  d e g r e e s  a r e  to  b e  d i s -

t in g u is h e d : -

A . O B SC U R E  OR IM P L IC IT  K N O V /LED G E: I t i s  w e ll 

know n, f o r  e x a m p le ,  a s  A r i s to t le  n o te s  th a t  in fa n ts  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  

c a l l  a ll  m e n  "daddy*1, r e g a r d in g  a l l  m e n  a s  t h e i r  f a th e r :  t h i s ,  b e c a u s e  

th e y  do  n o t y e t  d is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  " m a n "  and  " f a t h e r ” .

a . S uch  k n o w led g e  i s  c a l le d  O B S C U R E , -  a n a m e  g iv e n

to k io w le d g e  in  w h ic h  o n e  th in g  i s  n o t d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  a n o th e r .

b . I t  i s  a ls o  c a l le d  IM P L IC IT , in a s m u c h  a s  on e  th in g

i s  know n in  an o th e r .

B . C L E A R  K N O W L E D G E : S o o n , h o w e v e r , th e  c h ild

b e g in s  to  c a l l  o n e  m a n  a lo n e  ‘’d ad d y 1’ ;

a .  f o r  now  th e  c h ild  d i s t in g u is h e s  b e tw e e n  " m a n "

and " f a t h e r " .

b .  T h is  k n o w le d g e  i s  c a l le d  C L E A R , a n a m e  g iv e n

to  k n o w led g e  w h e re in  on e  th in g  i s  d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  a n o th e r .

C . T W O  KINDS O F  C L E A R  K N O W LED G E: C O N FU SE D
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AND D IS T IN C T : H o w e v e r , c l e a r  k n o w led g e  a d m its  tw o  d e g r e e s ,  to  
w it , c o n fu se d  k n o w led g e  and d i s t in c t  k n o w led g e : -

a ,  C O N FU SE D  K N O W L E D G E : T h o u g h  th e  c h ild  know s
th a t  th i s  m a n  a lo n e  i s  h is  f a th e r ,  he  d o e s  n o t know  w hy th i s  m a n  a lo n e , 
to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  a l l  o t h e r s ,  i s  h is  f a th e r ,  In  o th e r  w o rd s , he  d o e s  
n o t know  w h at a  f a th e r  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  to  w it, o n e  w ho b y  v i ta l  g e n e r a t io n  
p ro d u c e s  an  o f f s p r in g .  T h e r e f o r e  th is  k n o w led g e  i s  c a l le d  C O N FU SED
- a n a m e  g iv e n  to  k n o w led g e  w h ich  d o e s  n o t d is t in g u is h  th e  e s s e n t ia l  
n o te s  o f  a th in g  f ro m  a c c id e n ta l  a t t r ib u t e s  o r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .

b . D IS T IN C T  KN O W LE D G E : D is t in c t  k n o w led g e  i s
th a t  w h e re in  a r e  d is t in g u is h e d ,  m o r e  o r  l e s s  p e r f e c t ly ,  th e  i n t r i n s i c  
n o te s  o f s o m e  c o n c e p t o r  o f s o m e  th in g . T h u s ,  w h en  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  th e  
c h ild , now  a p p ro a c h in g  a d u lth o o d , kn o w s th a t  t h i s  o n e  m a n  i s  h is  
f a th e r ,  b e c a u s e  he  i s  h is  b e g e t t e r ,  he  h a s  a t s t  a d i s t in c t  k n o w led g e  
o f " f a th e r ” .

D , SU M M ARY:
a .  N o te  a c c o rd in g ly  th a t  O B SC U R E  O R IM P L IC IT  

k n o w le d g e  i s  n o t th e  s a m e  a s  C O N FU SE D  k n o w le d g e . O b s c u re  
k n o w led g e  d o e s  n o t d is t in g u is h  a th in g  f ro m  a n o th e r  th in g : w h e re a s  
c o n fu se d  k n o w le d g e , b e in g  c l e a r  k n o w le d g e , p la in ly  d is t in g u is h e s  one  
th in g  f r o m  a n o th e r ,  b u t n o t b e in g  d i s t in c t  k n o w le d g e , d o e s  n o t d i s c e r n  
th e  i n t r i n s i c  n o te s  o f th i s  th in g  i t s e l f .  T h u s  n o t to  d is t in g u is h  m a n  
f r o m  k a n g a ro o  i s  to  know  m a n  o n ly  o b s c u r e ly ;  w h e re a s  to  d is t in g u is h  
m a n  f ro m  k a n g a ro o , y e t  n o t to  know  th a t  m a n  i s  a r a t io n a l  a n im a l ,  i s  
to  h a v e  a c o n fu se d  n o tio n  o f m a n .

b . T h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  n o t to  c o n fu se d  k n o w led g e  th a t  c l e a r  
k n o w le d g e  i s  o p p o s e d , b u t ob s c u r e  k n o w le d g e . W hat i s  o p p o se d  to  
c o n fu s e d  k n o w led g e  i s  d i s t in c t  k n o w le d g e . T h is  w il l  a p p e a r  m o r e  
e v id e n tly  f ro m  th e  fo llo w in g  d iv is io n :  -

E .  N O T E :
a .  T h a t  in  th e  p r e - s c i e n t i f i c  o r  c o m m o n - s e n s e  

k n o w led g e  o f  e v e r y - d a y  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  a r e  fo u n d , b e s id e s  m a n y  
o b s c u r e  k n o w le d g e s , and c le a r - c o n f u s e d  k n o w le d g e s , a ls o  v a r io u s  
d i s t in c t  k n o w le d g e s .

b .  B u t a m o n g  d is tin c t, k n o w le d g e s  a l s o ,  d e g r e e s  a r e  
fo u n d . B e s id e s  th e  d i s t in c t  k n o w le d g e s  e m p lo y e d  in  d a i ly  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  
t h e r e  a r e  o th e r  d i s t in c t  k n o w le d g e s  w h ich  b e lo n g  to  a new  o r d e r  o f 
k n o w le d g e , to  w it ,  s c i e n c e .

15. S C IE N C E : S c ie n t i f ic  k n o w led g e  i s  o p p o se d  to  c o m m o n -s e n s e
k n o w led g e : i t  i s  d e f in e d : " c e r t a i n  k n o w le d g e  th ro u g h  c a u s e s " .  

T o  s c ie n t i f i c  k n o w led g e  a c c o rd in g ly  tw o  th in g s  p e r t a i n : -

A . T h a t  i t  b e  T H R O U G H  CA U SES ( i . e .  th a t  i t  b e  
E X P L IC A T IV E  o f s o m e  th in g ) ;  and h e n c e  th a t  i t  b e  D IST IN C T  
k n o w led g e  ( fo r  i f  i t  w e re  n o t d i s t in c t  i t  w ou ld  n o t b e  e x p l ic a t iv e ) .

B . T h a t  i t  b e  a ls o  C E R T A IN  (i . e .  th ro u g h  n e c e s s a r y  
e x p la n a t io n s ) .  E v e r y  d i s t in c t  k n o w le d g e , i n s o f a r  a s  i t  i s  th ro u g h  i n 
t r i n s i c  e le m e n ts  o r  p r in c ip le s  o f a th in g , i s  e x p l ic a t iv e ,  b u t i t  d o e s  
n o t m e r i t  th e  n a m e  of s c ie n c e  u n le s s  i t s  e x p la n a tio n s  b e  n e c e s s a r y .  
O th e rw is e  i t  i s  o n ly  p ro b a b le  k n o w led g e  o r  m e r e  O P IN IO N .
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16. D E G R E E S  O F  S C IE N C E : T h a t  s c ie n c e  i s  th e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  

a m o n g  k n o w le d g e s  i s  e v id e n t  f r o m  w h a t h a s  b e e n  s a id .

B u t in  th e  g e n u s  o f  s c ie n c e ,  tw o  d e g r e e s  c a n  b e  found  a c c o rd in g  to  

w h ich  th e  th in g  c o n s id e r e d  Js m o r e  o r  l e s s  p e r f e c t ly  e x p la in e d .

17. S C IE N C E  IS O F  U N IV ER SA LS: A ll h u m a n  s c ie n c e ,  i n 

s o f a r  a s  i t  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  n e c e s s a r i e s ,  m u s t  b e

U N IV ER SA L . F o r  th e  s in g u la r  (a t l e a s t  a m o n g  m a t e r i a l  th in g s ,  

o f  w h ich  i t  i s  h e r e  q u e s t io n , ) i s  c o n tin g e n t .

A . In  o r d e r  to  u n d e r s ta n d  t h i s ,  l e t  u s  d is t in g u is h :

a . O n th e  o n e  hand*w hat i s  u n iv e r s a l ly  t r u e  o f a s u b je c t :

b . O n th e  o th e r  h a n d , w h a t i s  t r u e  o n ly  o f  th is

in d iv id u a l  s u b je c t .  T h u s ,  th a t  th e  s u m  o f  i t s  a n g le s  e q u a ls  tw o  r ig h t  

a n g le s ,  i s  u n iv e r s a l l y  t r u e  o f  t r i a n g le .  B u t th a t  t h i s  t r i a n g le  w a s  

d ra w n  b y  m e  y e s t e r d a y  o n  th i s  p a p  o r ,  i s  t r u e  o n ly  o f th i s  t r i a n g l e .

B . In  o th e r  w o rd s ,  th e  f o r m e r  p ro p o s i t io n  i s  t r u e

o f t r i a n g le  AS T R IA N G L E : th e  l a t t e r  p r o p o s i t io n  i s  t r u e ,  n o t o f 

t r i a n g le  a s  t r i a n g le ,  b u t o f  t r i a n g le  AS T H IS.

C . Now w h at i s  u n iv e r s a l ly  t r u e  o f a s u b je c t  c a n  b e

k now n  s c i e n t i f i c a l ly  f o r  i t  c a n  b e  d e m o n s tr a te d  ( i 0 s .  p ro v e d  w ith  

c e r t i tu d e )  f r o m  i t s  c a u s e s ,  s in c e  i t  i s  a n e c e s s a r y  e f fe c t  o f n e c e s 

s i t a t in g  c a u s e s „ B u t w h a t i s  t r u e  o n ly  o f th i s  s u b je c t ,  c a n n o t b e  

s c ie n t i f i c a l ly  d e m o n s t r a te d ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a c o n tin g e n t e f f e c t  ( i . e .  

a n  e f f e c t  th a t  c a n  b e  and  c a n  n o t - b e ) .  Ox s in g u l a r s ,  k n o w le d g e  i s  

g a in e d  b y  e x p e r ie n c e  o r  o b s e r v a t io n  -* n o t b y  s c ie n t i f i c  d e m o n s tr a t io n .

18. E X P E R IM E N T A L  S C IE N C E S : B u t a u n iv e r s a l  e x p la n a tio n

c a n  b e  e f fe c te d  in  tw o  w a y s : IN  O N E W AY, s c ie n c e  p u r s u e s

i t s  e x p la n a t io n s  in  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  o r d e r ,  in  th e  o r d e r  o f p h e n o m e n a , 

in  th e  o r d e r  o f th e  o b s e r v a b le .  I t  c o n s i s t s  in  th e  c l a s s i f i c a t io n  o f 

p h e n o m e n a , and in  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  la w s  o f s e q u e n c e  in  p h e n o m e n a . 

T h is  k in d  o f  s c ie n c e  i s  a k n o w led g e  o f th e  n a tu r e s  o f th in g s ,  n o t in  

t h e m s e lv e s ,  b u t o n ly  th ro u g h  th e  la w s  w h ich  r u le  p h e n o m e n a .

A , T h e  a n c ie n t  p h i lo s o p h e r s  c a l le d  s c ie n c e  o f th i s  k in d

11 s c ie n c e  th a tM ( s c ie n t ia  q u ia ) ,  b e c a u s e  i t  d o e s  n o t a s s ig n  th e  r e a s o n  

w h e r e f o r e  th e  s u b je c t  i s  so  o r  i s  s u c h , b u t i s  m e r e ly  k n o w led g e  th a t  

i t  i s  so  o r  i s  s u c h .
a .  I t  m ig h t a c c o rd in g ly  b e  c a l le d  S C IE N C E  O F

S T A T E M E N T  ( s c ie n c e  d e  c o n s ta t  a tio n ), CO N ST AT A T IV E  S C IE N C E , o r  

S C IE N C E  O F  A S C E R T A IN M E N T > o r  F A C T U A L  S C IE N C E .
b , (It i s  o p p o se d  b y  th e  "an c ien ts  to  |Ts c ie n c e  w h e r e f o r e ”

( s c ie n t ia  p r o p t e r  q u id ) , o r  E X P L IC A T IV E  S C IE N C E  (s c ie n c e  d !e x p l i 

c a t io n ) ,  w h ich  i s  s c ie n c e  a s s ig n in g  th e  c a u s e s  o n  a c c o u n t o f v /h ich

th e  s u b je c t  i s  so  o r  i s  s u c h .

B , A ll th o s e  s c ie n c e s  w h ich  to d a y  a r e  c a l le d  e x p e r i 

m e n ta l ,  b e lo n g  to  th e  o r d e r  o f S C IE N C E  O F  S T A T E M E N T , th o u g h  

t h e i r  e x p la n a t io n s  a r e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  p e r f e c t :  f o r  s o m e  am o n g  th e m , 

s u c h  a s  b io lo g y  and  e x p e r im e n ta l  p s y c h o lo g y , a r e  r a t h e r  d e s c r ip t iv e ,  

w h ile  o t h e r s ,  s u c h  a s  p h y s ic s  and c h e m is t r y ,  r a t h e r  a s s ig n  th e  la w s  

o f p h e n o m e n a ,

19. S U P R A -E X P E R IM E N T A L  SC IE N C E S : IN  A N O T H E R  WAY,
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a s c ie n c e  m a y  p u r s u e  i t s  e x p la n a t io n s  in  th e  s u p r a - e x p e r im e n ta l  
o r d e r .  I t  d o e s  th i s  b y  a s s ig n in g  n e c e s s a r y  o r  n e c e s s i t a t in g  c a u s e s .  
(It i s  c a u s e s  th a t  e x p la in ) .  S uch  s c ie n c e  t h e r e f o r e  i s  E X P L IC A T IV E  
( s c ie n c e  w h e r e f o r e ) .

A . T W O  KINDS O F  E X P L IC A T IV E  S C IE N C E ;
S u p r a - e x p e r im e n ta l  o r  e x p l ic a t iv e  s c ie n c e  m a y  u n fo ld  i t s  e x 
p la n a tio n s  e i t h e r  b y  a n a ly s in g  i t s  c o n c e p ts  in  im a g in a t io n  o r  b y  
a n a ly s in g  th e m  in  t e r m s  o f b e in g .

a*. T h a t  w h ich  a n a ly s e s  i t s  c o n c e p ts  in  im a g in a t io n
i s  M A TH EM A T IC S:

b a w h ile  th a t  w h ich  a n a ly s e s  i t s  c o n c e p ts  in  t e r m s  o f
b e in g  i s  P H IL O S O P H Y , (p ro v id e d  i t  p ro c e e d  u n d e r  th e  n a tu r a l  l ig h t  
o f h u m a n  r e a s o n ) .

B . P R E -E M IN E N C E  O F  PH IL O S O P H Y : B u t
p h ilo s o p h y  h o ld s  p r e - e m in e n c e  o v e r  m a th e m a t ic s  b e c a u s e  i t s  a n a ly s is  
i s  in to  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s  and in  t e r m s  o f  r e a l  b e in g  (w hich  i s  b e in g  
ta k e n  in  th e  s im p le  o r  u n q u a lif ie d  s e n s e  -  s im p l i c i t e r ) ,  w h e re a s  
th e  a n a ly s is  w ro u g h t b y  m a th e m a t ic s  i s  in  t e r m s  o n ly  o f im a g in a r y  
b e in g  (w h ich  i s  b e in g  ta k e n  o n ly  in  a  q u a li f ie d  s e n s e  - s e c u n d u m  
q u id ) .

a ,  N O T E  h e r e  th e  fo llo w in g  d i s t in c t io n s : -

R E A L : B e in g  w h o se  b e  i s  o th e r  th a n  b e  -k n o w n . T h is
i s  b e in g  in  th e  s im p le  o r  u n q u a lif ie d  s e n s e  o f 
'b e in g 1 (en s  s i m p l i c i t e r ) .

M E N T A L :

B a n g
[M AGINARY:

B e in g  w h o se  w h o le  b £ i s  b e k n a w n . In  
o th e r  w o rd s ,  i t  i s  th a t  b e in g  w h ich  
e x i s t s  o n ly  a s  an  o b je c t  o f th o u g h t.

B e in g  a s  in d if f e r e n t  to  w h e th e r  i t  b e  
r e a l  b e in g  o r  m e n ta l  b e in g . Im a g in a r y  

b e in g  e i t h e r  i s  r e a l  b e in g  o r  i s  m e n ta l  
b e in g , b u t i s  c a l le d  im a g in a r y  a t th a t  
s ta g e  w h e re in  i t  i s  no t y e t  c o n s id e re d  to  

b e  d e te r m in a te ly  th e  o n e  o r  th e  o th e r  o r  
i s  c o n s id e r e d  a b s t r a c t l y  f r o m  th e  o n e  and 
th e  o th e r .

T h e r e  a r e  
b e in g  in  a 
q u a lif ie d  
s e n s e  o f 
'be ing*  (e n s  
s e c u n d u m  
q u id ) .

b .  N ow  p h ilo s o p h y  a n a ly s e s  th o s e  th in g s  w h ich  i t
c o n s id e r s ,  and  s e e s  w h a t o f  r e a l  b e in g  o r  r e a l i t y  i s  b e s p o k e n  b y  th e m . 
H e n ce  i t  i s  O N T O L O G IC A L  s c ie n c e .  I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o n c e rn e d  
t h e r e f o r e  th a t  th e  p r in c ip le s  w h e re f ro m  it  p r o v e s  i t s  c o n c lu s io n s ,  
and  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  w h ic h  i t  p r o v e s ,  s t a t e  r e a l i t y ,  ( i . e .  b e  v e r i f ie d  
in  th e  r e a l ) .

c .  T h u s  p h ilo s o p h y  a n a ly s e s  th e  n o tio n  o f  q u a n ti ty  
and s e e s  w h a t m o d e  o f r e a l i t y  o r  w h a t *b lock  o f  re a lity *  i s  n a m e d  
b y  th e  t e r m  'q u a n t i ty ';  s i m i l a r l y  f o r  th e  n o tio n s  o f  q u a l i ty  and 
r e l a t i o n .  P h i lo s o p h y  a n a ly s e s  th e  t e r m  ' cause*  and  s e e s  w h ich  a r e  
th e  d iv e r s e  m o d e s  o f  b e in g  r e a l i s e d  in  th e  d iv e r s e  c a u s e s ;  and  w h ich  
a r e  th e  r e l a t i o n s  o f th e  d iv e r s e  c a u s e s  to  b e in g . L ik e w is e  p h ilo so p h y  
a n a ly s e s  th e  t e r m  'm a t t e r 1, and  s e e s  w h a t m o d e  o f b e in g  i s  found in  
m a t t e r .  I t a n a ly s e s  th e  t e r m s  :o n e ',  'm a n y 1, 'o r d e r ' ,  * tru e ’ , 'g o o d ',  
*beauty* and a m y r ia d  o th e r  t e r m s ,  and  s e e s  w h a t m o d e s  o f b e in g  
a r e  b e s p o k e n  b y  th e s e .

d . T o  a n a ly s e  t h e s e  in  t e r m s  o f b e in g  i s  n o th in g  o th e r
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th a n  to  e x p lo re  and  know  t h e i r  c a u s e s .  F o r  i t  i s  p r e c i s e ly  th e  c a u s e s  

o f  d e p e n d e n t th in g s  th a t  m a k e  th e m  b e  b e in g , and  th a t  d e te r m in e  w h a t 

m o d e  o r  d e g r e e  o f  b e in g  th e y  a c h ie v e  and  v e r i f y .  F o r  c a u s e s  a r e  

n o th in g  e ls e  th a n  th e  r e a s o n s  o f b e  o f  b e in g  a s  d e p e n d e n t ( i . e .  th e  

r e a s o n s  w hy d e p e n d e n t b e in g  i s ) .

e .  T h e r e f o r e  th e  a c t  o f  a n a ly s in g  th in g s  in to  t h e i r

u l t im a te  c a u s e s  i s  th e  v e r y  a c t  o f  r e d u c in g  th e m  to  t e r m s  o f  b e in g : -  

w h ich  i s  th e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  a c t .  And n o te  h e r e ,  th a t  th e  b e in g  in to  

w h ich  p h ilo s o p h y  u l t im a te ly  r e s o l v e s  o r  a n a ly s e s  w ha t i t  t r e a t s  o f, 

i s  b e in g  in  th e  s im p le ,  u n q u a lif ie d  s e n s e  o f  th e  t e r m  ^ e i n g 1, w h ich  

i s  r e a l  b e in g .

f .  T h is  a n a ly s i s ,  o f c o u r s e ,  s u p p o s e s  th a t  th e  p r in c ip le s  and 

c o n c lu s io n s  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  a r e  v e r i f i e d  in  r e a l i t y ,  and  s t a t e  w h a t i s  

r e a l .

C . B u t th e  m a th e m a t ic a l  a c t  i s  q u i te  d i v e r s e .

a .  F o r  m a th e m a t ic s  r e s o lv e s  o r  a n a ly s e s  i t s  c o n c e p ts

in to  n o t io n s , and  i t s  c o n c lu s io n s  in to  p r in c ip le s ,  w h ich  a b s t r a c t  

f ro m  r e a l i t y  ( f ro m  r e a l  b e in g ) , and  m a y , a s  f a r  a s  m a th e m a t ic a l  

c o n s id e r a t io n  i s  c o n c e rn e d ,  b e  v e r i f i e d  o n ly  in  m e n ta l  b e in g . T h u s  

th e  v a r io u s  g e o m e t r i e s .  E u c l id e a n , R ie m a n n ia n , L o b a tc h e w k y ia n ,

a r e  a ll  e q u a lly  m a th e m a t ic a l  a c h ie v e m e n ts ,  b u t th e y  a r e  n o t a l l  e q u a lly  

in  a c c o rd  w ith  r e a l i t y  (w ith  q u a n ti ty , r e a l  b e in g ) , n o r  do  th e y  u l t im a te ly  

d e m o n s t r a te  t h e i r  p o s tu la te s  to  b e  in  a c c o rd  w ith  th e  r e a l ,  n o r  i s  i t  

e s s e n t i a l  to  a  m a th e m a t ic a l  a c t  th a t  i t s  a x io n s  s t a t e  w h a t i s  r e a l .  I f  

th e  a x io m s  o r  p o s tu la te s  o r  an y  m a th e m a t ic a l  s y s te m  a r e  d e m o n 

s t r a t e d  to  b e  s t a te m e n t s  o f th e  r e a l ,  i t  i s  n o t m a th e m a t ic a l ly ,  b u t 

p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly ,  th a t  th e y  a r e  d e m o n s t r a te d  to  b e  s o .

b . H e n ce  i t  i s  s a id  th a t  m a th e m a t ic a l  a n a ly s is

a b s t r a c t s  f ro m  w h e th e r  i t s  n o t io n s ,  p r in c ip le s  and  c o n c lu s io n s ,  b e  

in  a c c o rd  w ith  th e  r e a l  o r  n o t .  l u  o th e r  w o rd s ,  m a th e m a t ic s  i s  

in d if f e r e n t  to  w h e th e r  i t s  c o n c e p ts  a r e  u l t im a te ly  a n a ly s a b le  in to  

r e a l  b e in g , o r  o n ly  in to  m e n ta l  b e in g : s o  th a t  th e  b e in g  in to  w h ich  

m a th e m a t ic s  a n a ly s e s  i t s  c o n c e p ts  i s  b e in g  ta k e n  a s  in d if f e r e n t  to  

w h e th e r  i t  b e  r e a l  o r  m e n ta l :  w h ic h  i s  e x p r e s s e d  b y  s a y in g  th a t  

m a th e m a t ic s  a n a ly s e s  o n ly  in to  im a g in a r y  b e in g .

D„ T h e r e f o r e  p h ilo s o p h y  a lo n e  c a n  b e  d e f in e d :

" S c ie n c e  o f a ll  th in g s  th ro u g h  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s " .

E .  B u t s in c e  t h e r e  i s ,  in  th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  o r d e r ,

a n o th e r  s u p r e m e  o n to lo g ic a l  s c i e n c e ,  to  w it ,  s u p e r n a tu r a l  o r  s a c r e d  

th e o lo g y , w h ic h , u n d e r  a s u p e r n a tu r a l  l ig h t ,  ju d g e s  a l l  th in g s  f r o m  

a b o v e , th e  c o m p le te  n o tio n  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  o u g h t to  b e  s o  e la b o r a te d  

a s  to  sh o w  i t s  d i s t in c t io n  f r o m  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y , a s  w e ll a s  i t s  

e m in e n c e  o v e r  a l l  th e  o th e r  s c i e n c e s .  H e n c e , in  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f  

p h ilo s o p h y  m u s t  b e  in d ic a te d  th e  n a tu r a l  l ig h t  w h e re u n d e r  i t  p r o c e e d s ,  

to  w it , th e  n a tu r a l  l ig h t  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n .

D . SU M M A R Y .

20 . S T A T E S  IN  TH IS PU R S U IT : T h is  p u r s u i t  o f a d e f in i t io n

o f p h ilo s o p h y  h a s  b e e n  c o n d u c te d  th ro u g h  th e  fo llo w in g  

s t a g e s ,  s t a r t i n g  f ro m  th e  a d m is s io n  th a t  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  a h u m a n  

k n o w le d g e .

A, H u m a n  k n o w led g e  h a s  b e e n  d iv id e d  in to  s e n s i t iv e
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and  . i n te l l e c tu a l ;• an d  i t  war; found  th a t  p h i lo s o p h y  s ta n d s , a m o n g  i n -  
t e i 1 e c t u a 1 k no v/1 c d \ -e a* *

E .  - I n te l le c tu a l  h u m a n  k n o w le d g e s  h a v e  b e e n  d iv id e d
in to  c o m m o n  - s e n s  e k n o w le d g e  an d  s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w le d g e ; w h e re u p o n  
i t  w a s  found  th a t  p h i lo s o p h y  lia s  i t s  p la c e  a m o n g  s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w le d g e s .

C . S c ie n t i f i c  k n o w le d g e s  h a v e  b e e n  d iv id e d  in to  
e x p e r im e n ta l  an d  s u p r a  “e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s ;  and  i t  w as  fo u n d  th a t  
p h i lo s o p h y  i s  r a n g e d  a m o n g  s u p r a - e x p e r i m e n t a l  s c i e n c e s .

D . S u p r a  - e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  h a v e  b e e n  d iv id e d
in to  s c i e n c e s  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  w h o s e  u l t im a te  a n a ly s i s  i s  in to  im a g in a r y  
b e in g ,  an d  s c i e n c e s  o f  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s ,  w h o s e  u l t im a te  a n a ly s i s  i s  
in to  r e a l  b e in g .

E .  S c ie n c e s  o f  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s ,  u l t im a te ly  a n a ly s in g
in to  r e a l  b e in g ;  h a v e  b e e n  d iv id e d  in to  s c i e n c e s  p r o c e e d in g  u n d e r  
a n a tu r a l  l ig h t ,  and  s c i e n c e  p r o c e e d in g  u n d e r  a s u p e r n a t u r a l  l ig h t ;  
an d  i t  h a s  b e e n  fo u n d  th a t ,  w h e r e a s  s c i e n c e  o f  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s  p ro c e e d in g  
u n d e r  a s u p e r n a t u r a l  l ig h t  i s  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y , s c i e n c e s  o f  s u p r e m e  
c a u s e s  p r o c e e d in g  u n d e r  a n a tu r a l  l ig h t  a r e  p h ilo s 'o p h y .

F . T h i s 'p r o c e s s  m a y  b e  th u s  s c h e m a t iz e d :  -

H U M A N  K N O W L E D G E

S e n s i t iv e IN T E L L E C T IV E

C o m m o n  s e n s e  
( F r e s c i e n t i f i c )

E x p e r im e n ta l  S U P R A  -E X P E R IM E N T A L

O N T O L O G IC A L  M a th e m a t ic s
(On r e a l  b e in g )  (O n im a g in a r y  b e in g )

P r o c e e d i n g  u n d e r  P r o c e e d in g  u n d e ro o <
n a tu r a l  l ig h t  s u p e r n a t u r a l  l ig h t

P H IL O S O P H Y  S a c r e d  I h e o l o g y

21. D E F IN IT IO N  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y : W e a r e  now  in  a  p o s i t io n  
to  f o r m u la te  a  d e f in i t io n  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  w h ic h  e x p r e s s e s

i t s  n a tu r e :

A . P h i lo s o p h y  i s  a c c o r d in g ly  D E F IN E D : " K n o w le d g e
o f  a ll  th in g s  th r o u g h  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s ,  p r o c e e d in g  u n d e r  th e  n a tu r a l  
l ig h t  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  re a so n * 1.

B . O r  a g a in :  " S c ie n c e  o f  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s ,  p r o c e e d in g



u t r ' . c r  the- n a t u ral. l i gh t  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  r e a s o n ” .

2 2 .

C H A T T E R . T  UR E E

O B J E C T  AND S U B JE C T  O F  P IT IL C S O F  H Y  '

O R D E R  C F  P R O C E D U R E : P h i lo s o p h y  b e lo n g s  to  th e  

s p e c i e s  ‘SC IE N C E * o f th e  g e n u s  1 H A B IT 1, t h e r e f o r e

i t  i s  c o n s id e r e d  m o r e  p r o p e r l y  w h e n  c o n s id e r e d  a s  a  s c i e n c e  th a n  

w h e n  c o n s id e r e d  a s  h a b i t ,  -  j u a s t  a s  P e t e r  i s  c o n s id e r e d  m o r e  

p r o p e r l y  w h e n  c o n s id e r e d  a s  m a n  th a n  w h e n  c o n s id e r e d  a s  a n im a l .

A , B u t:

a .  W hen  i t  i s  q u e s t io n  o f  h a b i t s ,  c o n s id e r a t i o n  m u s t

b e  o f  t h e i r  o b j e c t ,  f o r  i t  i s  b y  t h e i r  o b je c t  th a t  th e y  a r e  s p e c i f ie d  

a n d  d i v e r s i f i e d ,  an d  f r o m  w h ic h  th e y  a r e  k n o w n ,

b ,  H o w e v e r ,  w h e n  i t  i s  q u e s t io n  o f  a s c i e n c e ,  s in c e

s c i e n c e  d e m o n s t r a t e s  p r e d i c a t e s  a b o u t a s u b j e c t ,  -

b l .  th r o u g h  th e  o b je c t  o f  a  s c i e n c e  i s  w e ll  c o n s id e r e d

-  s in c e  s c i e n c e  i s  a h a b i t ,

b 2 . y e t  m o r e  p r o p e r l y  d o  w e c o n s id e r  th e  s u b je c t

o f  a s c i e n c e ,  to  v /it, th e  s u b je c t  a b o u t w h ic h  th e  s c i e n c e  d e m o n 

s t r a t e s  p r e d i c a t e s ,  -  u n d e r  w h ic h  c o n s id e r a t i o n  th e  o b je c t  o f  th e  

s c i e n c e  i s  th e  v e r y  p r e d i c a t e s  t h e m s e lv e s  to  w h ic h  th e  s c i e n c e  f r o m  

i t s  n a tu r e  a t t a i n s .  ... . .

B .

a .

b .

T h e r e f o r e  w e s h a l l  c o n s id e r :  

f i r s t ,  th e  o b je c t  o f  p h i lo s o p h y , 

s e c o n d ly ,  i t s  s u b j e c t .

C . B u t b e f o r e  p r o c e e d in g  to  a  m o r e  te c h n ic a l

e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  o b je c t  o f  p h i lo s o p h y ;  i t  w il l  b e  h e lp fu l  to  c o n s id e r  

in  a m o r e  p o p u la r  m a n n e r  how  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  th e  s c i e n c e  o f  s u p r e m e  

o r  u l t im a te  c a u s e s ,  an d  th e  l ig h t  o f  p h i lo s o p h y .

D .

O b je c t  an d  

s u b j e c t  o f  

p h i lo s o p h y

H e n c e  th i s  c h a p te r  i s  d iv id e d  t h u s : ;

S c ie n c e  o f  s u p r e m e  c a u s e s . .........................    A r t .  1

L ig h t  o f  p h i lo s o p h y . . .   A r t .  2

D is t in c t  o b je c t s  o f p h i lo s o p h y ............ . . . . .  A r t .  3

S u b je c t  o f  p h i lo s o p h y .........................................   A r t .  4

23.

A R T IC L E  O N E

P H IL O S Q F H Y  AS S C IE N C E  O F  U L T IM A T E  C A U SE S

C O N C E R N  O F  T K IL C S O F T IY  W IT H  U L T IM A T E  C A U SES: 

F h i lo s o p h y  i s  a  s c i e n c e  c f  th e  u l t im a te  c a u s e s  o r  r e a s o n s



o f  t h i n g s , I t  g i v e s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of  the  e x i s t e n c e  and  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  Hint w e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a b o u t  u s  arid w i t h i n  

u s .  I t  in  c o n c e r n e d  no t  m e r e l y  v/lth t h e  fac t_ o f  t h i n g s ,  but  in e x p l i c a t 

i v e ,  and  i n d e e d  u l t i m a t e l y  no ,  a n a l y s i n g  t h o s e  o b j e c t s  t h a t  f a i l  u n d e r  

o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  b a c k  i n t o  t h e i r  m o s t  p r o f o u n d  c a u s e s .  •

A . T h i s ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h e  t a s k  o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r ;  h i s

b u s i n e s s  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  c a n o e s ,  f r o m  w h i c h  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  

s p r i n g ,  an d  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s  r e d u c e d ,  a n d  t h e  

u n f o l d i n g  o r  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  o f  w h i c h  i s  t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  e x p l a n a t i o n .  

P h i l o s o p h y  i s  t h e  r e g i s t e r i n g  ar.d k n o w i n g  o f  t h e s e  c a u s e s ,  -  j u s t  

a s  s e e i n g  i s  t h e  r e g i s t e r i n g  and  k n o w i n g  o f  c o l o u r .  T h u s  p h i l o s o p h y  

d o e s  no t  r e s t  s a t i s f i e d  w i th  m e r e  f a c t s ;  i t  g e t s  b e y o n d  and  b e n e a t h  

t h e  f a c t s ,  t o  t h e i r  d e e p e s t  c a u s e s ;  j u s t  a s  a t h o u g h t fu l  r e a d e r  i s  n o t  

c o n t e n t  w i th  w h a t  h e  a c t u a l l y  r e a d s  w i th  h i s  e y e s ;  h e ' g r a s p s  t h e  

m e a n i n g  a n d  h e  r e a d s  o t h e r  t h i n g s  " b e t w e e n  t h e  l i n e s " .  T h e  b o o k  

f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r  r e a d s  a r e  t h e  f a c t s  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h i s  

w o r l d ,  a n d  b e n e a t h  t h e s e  f a c t s  h e  r e a d s  t h e i r  p r o f o u n d e s t  c a u s e s .

E .  L e t  u s ,  to  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s ,  ta k e  a f a c t  and  c o n s id e r

how  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  g o e s  o n  a b o u t i t .

2 4 . W H A T  A P H IL O S O P H E R  D O ES A B O U T  A F A C T ; L e t  u s

t a k e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  a  d o g  s e e s  and  h e a r s ,

A . T h e  p h i lo s o p h e r  a n a ly s e s  th i s  f a c t  b a c k  to  th e

m o s t  r a d i c a l  r e a s o n s  w h y  a n  a n im a l  s e e s  an d  h e a r s ;  h e  t r a c e s  th e  

f a c t s  o f  s e e in g  an d  h e a r in g  b a c k  to  t h e i r  d e e p e s t  r o o t s ;  h e  e x a m in e s  

w h a t s e e in g  an d  h e a r in g  im p ly .  A nd s in c e  s u c h  a  f a c t  m a y  m a k e  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  a lo n g  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  l i n e s ,  a l l  l in e s  m u s t  b e  t r a c e d  o u t .

B .  T h e s e  d i r e c t i o n s  a r e  th e  f o u r  l in e s  o f  c a u s a t io n ,

th e  f o u r  o r d e r s  o f  c a u s a l i t y ;  f o r  a f a c t  m a y  b e  c a u s e d  b y  s o m e th in g  

in  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s ;  th e  t r i a n g l e  m a y  b e  o n  th e  b la c k b o a r d  b e c a u s e  

th e  t e a c h e r  d r e w  i t  t h e r e  (e f f ic ie n t  c a u s e ) ;  b e c a u s e  a  c e r t a i n  c h a lk  

i s  th u s  s t r e w n  u p o n  th e  b o a rd  (m a t e r i a l  c a u s e ) ;  b e c a u s e  a  f ig u r e  

b o u n d e d  b y  t h r e e  s t r a i g h t  s i d e s  i s  t h e r e  ( fo rm a l  c a u s e ) ;  b e c a u s e  a 

g e o m e t r i c a l  t r u t h  i s  to  b e  m a d e  k n o w n  to  th e  p u p i ls  ( f in a l c a u s e ) .

C ,  L e t  u s  c o m e  b a c k  now  to  o u r  d o g , an d  h is  s e e in g

a n d  h e a r i n g .  L e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  th e  fo u r fo ld  a n a ly s i s  th a t  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  

m a k e s  o f  t h i s  f a c t .  . '

2 5 . F IR S T  A N A L Y SIS : F O R M A L  C A U SE : S e e in g  and  h e a r in g

a r e  k n o w le d g e s ,  f o r  b y  th e m  th e  d o g  i s  a w a r e  o f  c o lo u r  

a n d  o f  s o u n d .

A . W h at i s  k n o w le d g e ?  A r e  a l l  k n o w le d g e s  o f  th e  s a m e  

k in d  a s  s e e in g  an d  h e a r in g ?  O b v io u s ly  n o t :. W hat th e n  i s  p e c u l i a r  

a b o u t s e e in g  an d  h e a r in g ?  A re  th e y  k n o w le d g e s  o f  th e  s a m e  c l a s s

o r  l e v e l  a s  f e e l in g  an d  s m e l l i n g  and  ta s t in g ?  H ow  d o  th e y  d i f f e r  f r o m  

s u c h  k n o w le d g e s  a s  im a g in in g  an d  r e m e m b e r in g ?  And f r o m  u n d e r 

s ta n d in g ?  A re  t h e r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  p la n e s  o f  k n o w le d g e ?  If  

s o ,  w h a t a r e  t h e s e  p la n e s ?  A nd w h a t m a k e s  th e m  d i f f e r e n t  o n e  f ro m  

a n o th e r ?  • •

B .  K n o w le d g e  i s  a lw a y s  r e l a t i v e  to  s o m e  o b je c t ,  f o r  

to  k n o w  i s  to  kn o w  s o m e th in g .  W h at i s  th e  o b je c t  o f  s e e in g  and  

h e a r in g ?  C o lo u r ,  l ig h t ,  s o u n d , so u n d  w a v e s ?  W h at a r e  th e  r e l a t i o n s



b e t w e e n  c o l o u r ,  l i g h t  end  s i g h t ?  How e x a c t l y  do c o l o u r  and  l i g h t  c a u s e  
v ie  Lon to  bo t h e  s o r t  o f  a c t  hurt  i n  f a c t  i t  i n ?  And how d o  s o u n d  and  
t h e  s o u n d  w a v e  d e t e r m i n e  h e a r i n g  t o  b e  o f  the  n a t u r e  t h a t  i t  i s ?

C» W hat i s  t h e  o b j e c t  c f  o t h e r  s e n s a t io n s ,  s u c h  aa
s m e l l  an d  t a s t e ?  W h at i s  th e  o b j e c t  o f im a g in a t io n  and  m e m o r y ?  . A r e  
a c t s  o f  im a g in a t io n  and  m e m o r y  s e n s a t io n s  a l s o ?  W hat i s  th e  o b je c t  
o f o u r  u n d e r s t a n d in g ?  I s - u n d e r s t a n d in g  a ls o  a  s e n s a t io n ?  I f  n o t, how  
d o e s  i t  d i f f e r  f r o m  s e n s a t io n ?  A nd how  d o e s  i t s  o b je c t  d i f f e r  f r o m  * 
th e  o b je c ts  t h a t  a r e  s e n s e d ?  ■ .

D . • B u t  l e t  u s  a g a in  c o m e  b a c k  to  o u r  d o g , a n d  h is  
a c t  o f s e e in g  a n d  h e a r in g .

2 6 . S E C O N D  A N A L Y SIS : E F F IC IE N T  C A U SE : S e e in g  and
h e a r i n g  a r e  f u n c t io n s  th a t  w e do  n o t f in d  e x e r c i s e d  b y

t r e e s  a n d  p u m p k in  v in e s ,  n o r  b y  s to n e s  an d  m e t a l s .  W hat th e n  do  
s e e in g  and  h e a r i n g  p r o - r e q u i r e  in  th e  th in g  th a t  e x e r c i s e s  th e m ?
V /ha t i s  i t  th a t  p l a c e s  s o m e  th in g s  in  th e  u n iv e r s e  - w e m a y  c a l l  
th e m  a n im a l s  - u p o n  s u c h  a  h ig h e r  l e v e l  th a n  p la n ts  an d  m e t a l s ,  
t h a t  th e y  fu n c t io n  in  a  w a y  t h a t  i s  b e y o n d  th e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e s e  l a t t e r ?
T o  s a y  t h a t  th e y  l iv e  o n  a h ig h e r  p la n e  o f  l i f e  th a n . th e  p la n t  i s  n o t • 
to  a n s w e r  th e  q u e s t io n :  i t  i s  m e r e l y  to  s a y  th a t  th e y  do  h ig h e r  v i ta l  
a c t io n s  th a n  th e  p la n t  d o e s .  T h e  q u e s t io n  i s :  W hy do  th e y  clo s o ?
V /ha t i s  t h e r e  in  th e m  th a t  l i f t s  th e m  u p  o n to  t h i s  h ig h e r  p la n e  o f 
l i f e ?  In d e e d  w h a t i s  l i f e ?  W hat i s  i t  e v e n  in  th e  p la n t  t h a t  r a i s e s  
i t  u p  to  a h ig h e r  l e v e l  o f  a c t iv i t y  th a n  w e fin d  d is p la y e d  b y  th e  
m i n e r a l ?  A nd i f  th e  p la n t  an d  th e  a n im a l  l iv e ,  an d  a c t ,  o n  d i f f e r e n t  
l e v e l s  o f  v i t a l i t y ,  w h e n c e  c o m e s  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e ?  And w h ic h  a r e  
th e  v a r io u s  l e v e l s  o f  l i f e ?  W h at i s  .th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  o n e  l e v e l  o f  l i f e  
to  a n o th e r ?  C a n  m a n y  l e v e l s  o f  l i f e  c o - e x i s t  in  o n e  th in g ?  I t  a p p e a r s  
th a t  th e y  c a n :  f o r  th e  a n im a l  e x e r c i s e s  th e  v i ta l  f u n c t io n s .o f  th e  p la n t ,  
-  n u t r i t i o n ,  g ro w th  an d  g e n e r a t io n ,  -  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  h ig h e r  a c t  o f  
s e e in g  an d  h e a r i n g .  I f  t h e r e f o r e  th e  v a r io u s  l e v e l s  o f  l i f e  d o  c o - e x i s t  
in  th e  o n e  s a m e  th in g ,  d o e s  th i s  m e a n  th a t  in  i t  t h e r e  i s  o n e  u l t im a te  
s o m e th in g  th a t  r e s u l t s  in  i t s  l iv in g  a s  th e  p la n t  l i v e s ,  an d  a n o th e r  
u l t i m a t e  s o m e th in g  in  i t  t h a t  c a u s e s  i t  t c  l iv e  a s  th e  a n im a l  l i v e s ,  
a n d  s c  o n ?  M a n  in d e e d  l iv e s  in  a h ig h e r  w a y  s t i l l  th a n  th e  a n im a l ;  
h e  a l s o  th in k s ,  lo v e s  a n d  h a te s ;  e v e n  th in k s  a b o u t in v i s ib l e ,  i n 
a u d ib le  an d  in ta n g ib le  th in g s ,  and  lo v e s  o r  h a te s  th e m .  H e a c t s  
a b o u t th in g s  t h a t  a r c  n o t m a t e r i a l .  I s  t h e r e  th e n  s o m e th in g  in  m a n  
s e  t t in g  h im  o n  a l e v e l  c f  l i v i n g - n e s s  s u r p a s s i n g  e v e n  th e  a n im a l?
I s  i t  a  b o d i ly ,  m a t e r i a l ,  th in g ?  O r  i s  i t  s o m e th in g  s t i l l  h ig h e r ?  I f  
i t  i s  s o m e th in g  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  m a t e r i a l ,  th e n  w h a t i s  i t ?  W e m ig h t 
c a l l  i t  i m m a t e r i a l ,  o r  s p i r i t u a l .  B u t w h a t d o  th e s e  t e r m s  m e a n ?
D o th e y  in d ic a te  s o m e th in g  th a t  i s  y e t  d e p e n d e n t  o n  b o d ily  an d  m a t e r i a l  
th in g s  a s  r e g a r d s  i t s  e x i s te n c e  an d  f u n c t io n s ,  o r  do  th e y  s ig n i f y  s o m e 
th in g  th a n  c a n  e x i s t  an d  a c t  in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  m a t t e r  and  b o d y , an d  
e v e n  a p a r t  f r o m  th e m ?

2 7 . T H IR D  A N A L Y SIS: M A T E R IA L  C A U SE : B u t to  r e t u r n  to
th e  s e e i n g  a n d  h e a r in g  th a t  w e h a v e  o b s e r v e d  in  o u r  d o g 1.

A . T h o u g h  th e s e  fu n c t io n s  b e  k n o w le d g e s ,  a r e  th e y
n o n e  th e  l e s s  e x e r c i s e d  b y  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  a n im a l?  B y  h is  e y e ,  
o p t ic  n e r v e ,  v i s u a l  c e n t r e  in  th e  b r a i n ,  and  s o  o n ?  I f  th e y  a r e  
m e r e  b o d i ly  f u n c t io n s ,  w hy  a r e  n o t a l l  b o d ie s  c a p a b le  o f t h e s e  
a c t s ?  I s  i t  m e r e l y  th a t  s o m e  b o d ie s ,  s u c h  a s  m i n e r a l s  an d  t r e e s ,  
h a v e  n o t th e  n e c e s s a r y  s t r u c t u r a l ,  n e r v o u s  and  c e l l u l a r  o r g a n i s a t io n ?  
O r  i s  s o m e th in g  e l s e  b e s i d e s  s u c h  o r g a n i s a t io n  r e q u i r e d ?  I f  s o m e -



t h i n #  e l s e  i s  r e q u i r e d ,  v /ha t  i s  i t ?  I s  i t  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  
b o d i ly  o r d e r ,  o r  i s  i t  s p i r i t u a l ?  I f  i t  i s  no t  s p i r i t u a l ,  t h e n  i s  i t  
s o m e t h i n g  b e t v / e e n  m a t t e r  and  s p i r i t ,  th a t  i s  n e i t h e r  t h e  o n e  n o r  
trie o t h e r ?  C a n  t h e r e  b e  s o m e  m e d i u m  s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  m a t t e r  
a n d  s p i r i t ?  In  a n y  e a s e ,  v/hat  i s  m a t t e r ?  And w h e n c e  c o m e s  i t  * 
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  k i n d s  o f  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s ?  ■ '

B ,  B u t  w e  m u s t  r e v e r t  t o  t h e  f a c t  n o t i c e d  in  o u r
d o g ,  t h a t  he  s e e s  an d  h e a r s *
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;o. 7  F O U R T H  A N A L Y SIS: F IN A L  C A U S E :, I s  i t  j u s t  a  p u r 
p o s e l e s s  a c c id e n t  o f  c h a n c e ,  o r  j u s t  a p u r p o s e l e s s  r e s u l t  

o f  s o m e  b lin d  f o r c e  o r  im p u l s e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  n o t a im e d  a t  a n y 
th in g  a t  a l l ,  t h a t  th e  d o g  s e e s  and  h e a r s ?  O r  i s  i t  a n  in te n d e d  
r e s u l t ?  I f  s o ,  in te n d e d  b y  v /h a t?  O r  b y  w h o m ?  A nd a g a in ,  i s  
t h e r e  a  g o a l  b e y o n d  th e  m e r e  s e e in g  an d  h e a r in g ,  w h ic h  i s  in te n d e d  
- th e  s e e in g a a n d  h e a r in g  b e in g  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  s o m e  f u r t h e r  e n d ?
I f  s o ,  w h ic h  i s  t h i s  u l t e r i o r  t a r g e t ?  I s  i t  j u s t  th a t  th e  a n im a l  m a y  
f in d  i t s  fo o d , an d  p r o t e c t  i t s e l f ,  an d  f o s t e r  i t s  y o u n g , an d  s u c h  l ik e ?  
B u t w hy  c o u ld  a n im a l s  d o  th e s e  t h in g s ?  I s  t h e r e  s o m e  end  b ey o n d  
e v e n  th e s e  th in g s ? . I f  s o ,  w h ic h ?  I s  a l l  n a tu r e ,  an d  a r e  a l l  n a tu r a l ,  
p r o c e s s e s  and  f u n c t io n s ,  o r d e r e d ?  I f  s o ,  b y  w h o m ?  I f  s o ,  u n to  
w h a t u l t im a te  e n d ?  . • ,•

2 9 . ' T H E  P H IL O S O P H E R ’S T A S K , AND R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y :
T h e s e ,  an d  a  th o u s a n d  o t h e r  q u e s t io n s ,  a r e  s u g g e s te d  b y  

th e  m e r e  f a c t  t h a t  a  d o g  s e e s  a n d  h e a r s .  T h is  f a c t ,  s o  l i t t l e  in  
i t s e l f ,  m a k e s  a th o u s a n d  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  T o  k n o w  a l l  th e s e  im p l i c a t i o n s ,  
to  a n s w e r  a l l  t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  s u g g e s te d  b y  th e  f a c t ,  i s  to  b e  a  
p h i lo s o p h e r .  F o r  i t  i s  to  k n o w  th e  u l t im a te  c a u s e s  o f  a  f a c t  o f  
e x p e r i e n c e ;  th e  m o s t  p ro fo u n d  r e a s o n s  th a t  e x p la in  i t :  t h a t  m a k e  
i t ,  n o t  o b s e r v a b le  b y  c u r  s e n s e s  -  f o r  i t  i s  a l r e a d y  o b s e r v a b le  an d  
o b s e r v e d  b e f o r e  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  b e g in s  h is  w o rk , -  b u t u n d e r s t a n d 
a b le ,  and  p e r f e c t l y  u n d e r s t a n d a b le .  F o r  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  i s  th e  m a n  
w ho  p e r f e c t l y  u n d e r s t a n d s  th in g s ,  i n s o f a r  a s  th e y  a r e  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  
to  o u r  h u m a n  m in d , ( a p a r t  f r o m  th e  a id  f u r n i s h e d  th ro u g h  d iv in e  
r e v e l a t i o n ) .

A . T h e  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  th e n , h a s  a  t r e m e n d o u s  t a s k ;
a  w o r k  th a t  in  i t s  m a g n i tu d e  m ig h t  a p p a l .  T h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  ly in g  
u p o n  h im  i s  t r e m e n d o u s ;  f o r  j u s t  a s  b y  r i g h t ly  a n s w e r in g  a l l  t h e s e ,  
an d  s o  m a n y  o t h e r  q u e s t io n s ,  h e  c a n  b e s to w  a r i c h  w is d o m  u p o n  h is  
f e l lo w  m e n , s o ,  i f  h i s  a n s w e r s  b e  f a l s e ,  h e  d i s s e m in a t e s  a m o n g  
m a n k in d  th e  c o n t r a r y  o f  w is d o m  -  w h ic h  i3  fo l ly ,  -  an d  m a y  le a d  
m e n  v e r y  w id e ly  a s t r a y ,  n o t  o n ly  f r o m  t r u th ,  b u t a ls o  f r o m  d u ty .

B . In  th e  n e x t  a r t i c l e ,  w e s h a l l  c o n s id e r  b r i e f l y
■which a r e  th e  m e a n s  w h ic h  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  e m p lo y s  f o r  th e  a t t a in m e n t  
o f  h is  g o a ls  -  w h ic h  i s  th e  l ig h t  w h ic h  g u id e s  h im  to  th e  u l t im a te  
c a u s e s  w h ic h  h e  s e e k s .  .

A R T IC L E  T W O  

T H E  L IG H T  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y .

3 0 . IN T E L L IQ H ID L E  L IG H T : W h en  th e  d o g .s e e s  th e  h a r e  o r



t h e  cr:t ,  h e  s e e s  u n d e r  a  c o r p o r o n l  l i y h t ,  o u c h  a s  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  a im  o r  

o f  a  i t  in a  lif>at t h a t  r o n d o r c  c o lo u r*  an d  c o l o u r e d  t h in g s *  man™

i f  Got o r  e v i d e n t  to b o d i l y  s i g h t .

A . I t  i s  a l ig h t  th a t  i s  c a l le d  s e n s i b l e ,  f o r  s e v e r a l

r e a s o n s :

a * b e c a u s e  i t  i s  p e r c e iv e d  b y  a  s e n s e ,  o f  • •

s ig h t ;

b .  s e c o n d ly ,  b e c a u s e  i t  m a n i f e s t s  th in g s  .( c o lo u r  and

c o lo u r e d  th in g s )  to  a s e n s e ;

c ,  t h i r d l y , b e c a u s e  i t  i s  p r o p o r t io n a te  to  s e n s e  and

to  w h a t i s  s e n s e d ,  m a k in g  th e  l a t t e r  a t t a in a b le  b y  th e  s e n s e ,  and  

m o v in g  th e  s e n s e  to  a p p re h e n d  w h a t in  f a c t  i t  d o e s  a p p re h e n d  ( c o lo u r  

an d  c o lo u r e d  th in g s ) .

B .  W h at th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  s e e s  b y  h is  p h i lo s o p h ic a l

s ig h t  i s  n o t c o lo u r  a n d  th in g s  a s  c o lo u r e d ,  b u t c a u s e s  and  th in g s  a s  

c a u s e d .  And h e  to o  p e r f o r m s  h is  s e e in g  u n d e r  a  l ig h t .  B u t th e  l ig h t  

v /h e r e u n d e r  h e  s e e s  c a u s e s  i s  n o t a  s e n s ib l e  l ig h t .  I t  i s  n o t a  l ig h t  

t h a t  i s  p e r c e iv e d  b y  a n y  s e n s e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i t  i s  p e r c e iv e d  b y  i n te l l e c t ;  

i t  i s  n o t s e n s e d ,  b u t  u n d e r s to o d .  I t  m a n i f e s t s ,  n o t c o lo u r  and  th in g s  

a s  c o lo u r e d ,  b u t  c a u s e s  an d  th in g s  a s  c a u s e d .  I t  m a n i f e s t s  th e m , n o t 

tc  a n y  s e n s e ,  th a t  th e y  m a y  b e  s e n s e d ,  b u t to  i n t e l l e c t ,  t h a t  th e y  m a y  

b e  u n d e r s to o d .  I t  i s  p r o p o r t io n a te ,  n o t to  s e n s e  an d  w h a t i s  s e n s e d ,  

b u t to  u n d e r s t a n d in g  ( in te l l e c t )  an d  w h a t i s  u n d e r s to o d .  I t  i s  t h e r e 

f o r e  c a l le d ,  -  n o t  s e n s i b l e  l ig h t ,  -  b u t in te l l i g ib le  ( u n d e r s ta n d a b le )  o r  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  l ig h t .

31, T H E  L A M P S  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y : B u t t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b le

l ig h t  b y  w h ic h  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  s e e s  c a u s e s  an d  th in g s  a s

c a u s e d ,  p r o c e e d s  a l s o  f r o m  c e r t a i n  s o u r c e s ,  th a t  w e m ig h t ,  .by  a 

m e ta p h o r ,  c a l l  th e  l a m p s  o f  p h i lo s o p h y . W h ich  a r e  th e  l a m p s  

w h ic h , b y  th e  l ig h t  th e y  s h e d ,  i l lu m in e  th e  c a u s e s  o f  t h i n g s , , and  

th o s e  th in g s  a s  c a u s e d ?  T h e y  a r e  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n . L e t  u s  

e n d e a v o u r  to  g r a s p  w h a t i s  m e a n t  b y  th e  p r in c ip le s  c f  r e a s o n ,  and  

h o w  th e y  f u l f i l  to  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  th e  fu n c t io n  a n a lo g o u s  to  th a t  f u l 

f i l l e d  to  th e  s e e in g  d o g  b y  th e  s u n  an d  th e  l a m p s .

3 2 , T H E  LA W S C F  T H IN G S : B y  th e  p r i n c i p le s  c f  r e a s o n  w e

m e a n  th e  b a s i c  la w s  c f  r e a l i t y ,  u n d e r s to o d  b y  o u r  m in d ,

an d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  f u l f i l l in g  th e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  b a s i c  la w s  o f  th o u g h t.

L e t  u s  t r y  to  g e t  t h i s  c l e a r .  .

A . ‘ E v e r y th in g  r e a l  i s  b o u n d  b y  c e r t a i n  l a w s ,  w h o se  

o b s e r v a n c e  o r  f u l f i lm e n t  i s  th e  c o n d it io n  o f  i t s  b e in g  r e a l .

a .  T h u s ,  i f  a  th in g  i s  to  b e ,  i t  c a n  d o  s o  o n ly  o n  

c o n d i t io n  th a t  i t  d e e s  n o t t o g e t h e r  b e - n o t :  i f ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  a t r e e  

e x i s t s ,  i t  d o e s  s o  o n ly  o n  c o n d i t io n  th a t  a t th e  s a m e  t im e  i t  i s  n o t 

n o n - e x i s t i n g .  A g a in , i f  a  th in g  i s  to  b e  a  w h o le , i t  c a n  b e  s o ,  o n ly  

o n  c o n d i t io n  o f  b e in g  g r e a t e r  th a n  i t s  o w n  p a r t .  F u r t h e r ,  i f  tw o  

th in g s  a r e  a d d e d  to  tw o  th in g s ,  th e y  a r e  a d d e d  o n ly  o n  c o n d it io n  th a t  

t .h ey °a ll t o g e t h e r  a r e  f o u r  th in g s ;  th e y  c a n n o t ,  i f  th e y  s c  p l e a s e ,  o r  

i f  s o m e  o n e  e l s e  p l e a s e s ,  b e  n in e  th in g s .  Y e t a g a in ,  i f  a f ig u r e  i s

a  s q u a r e ,  i t  i s  s o  o n ly  o n  c o n d it io n  o f  n e t  b e in g  a c i r c l e .

b .  A n o th e r  e x a m p le :  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  th in g s  th a t  ■ 

o f t h e m s e lv e s  a r e  i n d i f f e r e n t  to  w h e th e r  th e y  e x i s t  o r  n o t; l ik e  

h e a t  in  th e  k e t t l e ;  i t  c a n  e x i s t  t h e r e ;  i t  e q u a l ly  c a n  b e  n o n - e x i s te n t
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t h e r e ;  i f  it d o e s  e x i s t  t h e r e ,  i t  d o e s  s o  o n ly  o n  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  i t  bo  * 
m a d e  to e x i s t  t h e r e  b y  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e ,  o u c h  a s  f i r e ;  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  
i f  a c o n t i n g e n t  th in g  i n ,  i t  i s ,  o n l y  o n  c o n d i t i o n  o f  h a v i n g  an  e f f i c i e n t  
c a u s e  {that i s ,  a c a u s e  w h i c h  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  b y  
a c t i n g  u n t o  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ) .  '

o.  T h e r e  a r c  m a n y  o t h e r  l a w s  o f  r e a l i t y  b e s i d e s  •
t h e s e ,  b u t  t h e s e  e x a m p l e s  s u f f i c e  t o  g i v e  u s  a n  i d e a  o f  w h a t  w e  • 
m e a n  b y  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h i n g s .  •

B , N o te  w e ll  th a t  th e y  a r e  a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s s a r y  la w s ;
th e y  a r e  n o t j u s t  g e n e r a l i t i e s  w h ic h  a r e  u s u a l ly " t r u e ,  b u t in  c e r t a i n  
c a s e s  m a y  b e  f a l s e ;  n o t j u s t  g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t s  s t a t i n g  w h a t i s  u s u a l ly  
o b s e r v e d  b y  t h in g s ,  b u t w h ic h  o c c a s io n a l ly  th in g s  m a y  e s c a p e .  And 
s in c e  th e y  a r e  a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s s a r y ,  th e y  a r e  a b s o lu te ly  u n i v e r s a l .
N o t e v e n  b y  a m i r a c l e  o f  G od  a r e  th e y  e s c a p e d  o r  s u s p e n d e d !  ~~~

3 3 . T H E  LA W S O F  T H IN K IN G : S u c h  a r e  th e  la w s  o f  th in g s .  
T h e s e  v e r y  s a m e ,  la w s  a r e  th e  la w s  o f  th in k in g . J u s t

a s  a  ffoiHg c a n n o t t o g e t h e r  b e  an d  b e - n e t ,  so  I c a n n o t th in k  th a t  a  
th in g  t o g e t h e r  i s  an d  i s - n o t .  J u s t  a s  a th in g  c a n n o t t o g e t h e r  b e  a 
c i r c l e  an d  a s q u a r e ,  s o  I c a n n o t  th in k  th a t  a  th in g  i s  t o g e th e r  a  
c i r c l e  and  a s q u a r e .  J u s t  a s  tw o  th in g s  and  tw o  th in g s  m u s t  b e  fo u r  
t h in g s ,  s o  I m u s t  th in k  th a t  tw o  th in g s  an d  tw o th in g s  a r e  f o u r  th in g s .  
J u s t  a s  a c o n t in g e n t  th in g , in  o r d e r  to  b e ,  m u s t  h a v e  a n  e f f ic ie n t  
c a u s e ,  s o  I m u s t  th in k  th a t  a  c o n t in g e n t  th in g , i f  i t  i s ,  h a s  a n  e f f ic ie n t  
c a u s e .  •

.A. F o r  th in k  fo llo w s  th in g . T h e  v e r y  la w s  th a t  g o v e rn
t h in g s ,  t h o s e  v e r y  s a m e  la w s  g o v e r n  th in k in g s . .

B .  T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  th i s  i s  e a s y  to  g r a s p .  W h e n e v e r
v/e k n o w  a  th in g  th a t  th in g  c o m e s  in to  o u r  m in d . T h u s  do  w e s a y  th a t  
t h i s  o r  t h a t  " c a m e  in to  m y  m in d " ;  v/e t e l l  o n e  a n o th e r  to  " b e a r  th i s  
in  m in d "  o r  " k e e p  th a t  i n  m in d " ;  w e  s a y  o f  s o m e th in g  t h a t  v/e h a v e  
c e a s e d  to  kn o w ; " i t  s l ip p e d  o u t  o f  m y  m in d " ;  w e  s a y  o f  s o m e th in g  
th a t  v /e  v /e r e  k n o w in g : " I  h a d  i t  i n  m in d " ,  • B u t n o t o n ly  d o e s  th e  
th in g  th a t  v/e k n o w  c o m e  in to  o u r  m in d : o u r  m in d  e v e n  b e c o m e s  th a t  
th in g ;  to  k n o w  a  th in g  i s  to  b e  th a t  th in g , n o t in d e e d  p h y s ic a l ly  b u t in  
h i g h e r  m a n n e r  th a n  p h y s i c a l ly ,  -  a  m a n n e r  th a t  vye c a n  c a l l  s u p e r -  
p h y s ic a l ly ,  o r  c o g n o s c i t iv e ly .  * H e n c e , w h e n  a k n o w in g  th in g  k n o w s a  
k n o w n  th in g ,  th e  k n o w in g  an d  th e  k n o w n  a r e  id e n t i f ie d :  to  b e  -k n o w n  
i s ,  in d e e d ,  in  a  c e r t a i n  m a n n e r  to  b e ,  an d  i t  i s  to  b e  -k n o w in g ; f o r  
th in g -k n o w n  an d  th in g -k n o w in g  a r e  in  k n o v /le d g e  m a d e  o n e  s a m e .  . * •

C . S in c e ,  w h e n  I k n o w  th in g s ,  m y  in t e l l e c t  ( th a t  i s
m y 'p o w e r  o f  th in k in g ) ,  b e c o m e s . th o s e  th in g s ,  i t  fo l lo w s  th a t  th e  
l a w s  w h ic h  g o v e r n  th o s e  th in g s ,  b e g in  a l s o  to  g o v e rn  m y  p o w e r  o f  
th in k in g .  W h ic h  m e a n s  th a t  th e  la w s  o f  th in g , b e c o m e  th e  la w s  o f  
t h in k .

a .  I t  fo l lo w s  to o  th a t  j u s t  a s  t h e s e  la w s  a r e  a b s o lu te ly
n e c e s s a r y  a n d  a b s o lu te ly  u n i v e r s a l  a s  la w s  o f  th in g s ,  s o  a l s o  th e y  
a r e  a b s o lu te ly  u n i v e r s a l  an d  a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s s a r y  a s  la w s  o f  th in k in g .

b .  W e a r c  n ew  in  a  p o s i t io n  to  u n d e r s ta n d  w h a t i s
m e a n t  b y  th e  e x p r e s s io n :  " I r i n c i p l e s  o f  r e a s o n " .  I t  m e a n s  th e  
a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s s a r y  an d  a b s o lu te ly  u n i v e r s a l  la w s  o f  th in g s ,  in a s m u c h  
a s  t h o s e  la w s  a r e  th e  la w s  g o v e rn in g  th in k in g , o r  r e a s o n in g .

3 4 . HOW  T H E  F K IN C IF L E S  IL L U M IN E  C A U SE S: L e t  u s  now
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c o n o i d  o r  how  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  r e a s o n  e n a b l e  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r  t o  
p e r f o r m  h i s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  n e t ,  • t h e  a c t  o f  s e e i n g  c a u s e s ,  ■ B y  o u r  
s e n s e  e x p e r i e n c e  v/e b e c o m e  a w a r e  of  t h i n g s  and  e v e n t s  a r o u n d  u s ;  
and  f r o m  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  v/e c a n  m a k e  j u d g m e n t  o f  f a c t ;  s u c h  a s  t he  
j u d g m e n t  t h a t  m o v e m e n t  o c c u r s ,  t h a t  s o m e  t h i n g s  ( su c h  a s  a n i m a l s .) 
m o v e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h a t  t h i n g s  b e g i n  to b e  and c e a s e  to  b e ,  t h a t  t h i n g s  
a r e  d i v i s i b l e ,  t h a t  s o m e  t h i n g s  ( s u c h  a s  c o l o u r  and  h e a t )  e x i s t  o n l y  
i n  o t h e r  t h i n g s ;  a n d  s o  c n .  T h o s e  j u d g m e n t s  a r e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  u l t i m a t e  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e m  i s  t h e i r  m a n i f e s t n e s s  
to  c u r  s e n s e s .  T h e  k n o w i n g  o f  t h e s e  t r u t h s  i s  n o t  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a c t ,  
b u t  a n  a c t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e :  i t  i s  a n  a c t  b y  w h i c h  v/e k n o w  f a c t s .

A . L e t  u s  now  b r i n g  to  b e a r  u p o n  th e s e  f a c t s  th e  l ig h t
o f  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  r e a s o n .  U n d e r  th i s  l ig h t  w e th e n  s e e  s o m e th in g  
b e y o n d  th e  f a c t s :  v /e s e e  th e  c a u s e s  o f th e  f a c t s ,  an d  e v e n  s e e  t h e i r  
u l t im a te  c a u s e s .  T h e  s e e i n g  o f  t h e s e  i s  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a c t .

B ,  A n  e x a m p le  w il l  m a k e  th is  c l e a r .

3 5 . AN E X A M P L E : L e t  u s  ta k e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  m o v e m e n t  o c c u r s
(a f a c t  k n o w n  b y  e x p e r i e n c e ) .  A p p ly  to  i t  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  l a m p s ,  th e  l ig h t  o f th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n :  a p p ly  to  
i t  th e  l ig h t  o f  t h e s e  tw o  p r i n c i p l e s :  M W h a te v e r  u n d e rg o e s  m o v e m e n t  i s  
m o v e d  b y  a n o th e r ” , ( p r in c ip le  o f  d i s t i n c t  m o v e n t) ,  an d  ” ln  m o v e d  -  
m o v e n ts  e s s e n t i a l l y  s u b o r d in a te d ,  t h e r e  i s  no  in f in i te  r e g r e s s ” 
( P r in c ip l e  o f  l im i t e d  r e g r e s s ,  s t a t i n g  th a t  a  s e r i e s  o f  m o v e n ts ,  e a c h  
o n e  m o v e d  to  m o v e ,  -  a s  m y  w a lk in g - s t i c k  m o v e s  th e  s t o n e , '  b u t i s  
m o v e d  to  m o v e  th e  s to n e  b y  m y  h a n d , an d  m y  h a n d  i s  m o v e d  to  m o v e  
th e  w a lk in g - s t i c k  b y  m y  a r m ,  a n d  m y  a r m  i s  m o v e d  to  m o v e  m y  
h a n d  b y  a f u r t h e r  m o v e n t ,  a n d  s o  o n , -  t h a t  s u c h  a s c r i e s  c a n n o t . 
go  b a c k  w ith o u t  e n d , b u t t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a p r i m e  m o v e n t ,  i t s e l f  
u n m o v e d ) .

A . W e ll ,  lo c k in g  a t  t h i s  f a c t  u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  o f  t h e s e
tw o  p r i n c i p l e s ,  w e  s e e  s o m e th in g  b e y o n d  th e  f a c t ,  -  to  w it ,  a  p r im e  
m o v e n t ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  c a u s e  o f  m o v e m e n t ,  - (a n d  s u c h  d e s e r v e s  th e  
n a m e  o f  ’G o d 1); v/e s e e  th a t  m o v e m e n t  e n ta i l s  th a t  s u c h  a n  u l t im a te  
m o v e n t  e x i s t s .  ■ *

B .  L e t  u s  p u t t h i s  in to  l o g ic a l  f o r m  th a t  th e  f o r c e
o f  th e  e x a m p le  m a y  b e  th e  b e t t e r  a p p r e c ia te d :

. M o v e m e n t  o c c u r s .............. . . . . ..............................F A C T  KN OW N
_■ B Y  E X P E R IE N C E .

B u t ” w h a te v e r  u n d e r g o e s  m o v e m e n t  i s  P R IN C IP L E  O F
m o v e d  b y  a n o th e r ’,11............................... .. M O V E N T

an d  ’’t h e r e  i s  no  in f in i te  r e g r e s s  in  a  P R IN C IP L E  O F
s e r i e s  o f  m o v e n ts  m o v e d - to - m o v e ” .................L IM IT E D  R E G R E S S

T h e r e f o r e  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a  p r i m e  C A U SE  O F  T H E
m o v e n t ,  ................................................. ................. .. • F A C T .

C . T h is  p r o c e s s  o f th e  m in d  f r o m  m e r e l y  k n o w in g
th e  f a c t  o n w a r d s  to  k n o w in g  th e  u l t im a te  c a u s e  o f  th e  f a c t  i s  th e  
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p r o c e s s ;  th e  a c t  o f  k n o w in g  th e  u l t im a te  c a u s e  i s  th e  
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a c t .  B u t i t  i s  d o n e  u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  o f th o s e  p r i n c i p l e s .  
F o r  u n d e r  t h e i r  l ig h t  i s  th e  u l t i m a t e  c a u s e  s e e n .

T H E  P R IN C IP L E S  A R E  N O T M E R E  P O S T U L A T E S ; T h e r e36



i s  o n e  f u r t h e r  n o te  to  b e  m a d e  c o n c e r n in g  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s -  
o f  r e a s o n ,  -  a  n o te  w h ic h  fo llo w s  f r o m  w h a t h a s  b e e n  s a id :

A . T h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n  a r e  n o t to  b e  lo o k e d  o n
a s  m e r e  p o s t u l a t e s  o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  th o u g h t,  i . e .  . a s  m e r e  r e q u i s i t e s  
w ith o u t  w h ic h  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  th o u g h t c a n n o t b e  e n a c te d ,  -  s o m e w h a t  
a s  a  h o e  an d  a  s p a d e  an d  s o i l ,  w a te r  an d  s e e d  a r e  p o s tu l a t e s  o f  
g a r d e n in g ,  b e in g  r e q u i s i t e s  w ith o u t w h ic h  th e  a c t iv i t y  c f  g a rd e n in g  
c a n n o t  b e  e x e r c i s e d .  .

a .  S u c h  a c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  i s  in d e e d  p r o 
p o s e d  b y  m a n y  n o m i n a l i s t s , - s u c h  a s  G o b lo t:  a c c o r d in g  to  w h o m ;

: • a l .  w e m u s t  in d e e d  m a k e  u s e  o f , and  s u p p o s e ,  th e
p r i n c i p l e s ,  i f  w e  a r e  g o in g  to  th ink*

a 2 .  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  w e d o  n o t know  w h e th e r  th e y  a r e  
t r u e  o f  r e a l i t y  o r  n e t .

b ,  R a t h e r ,  i t  m u s t  b e  s a id  th a t  th e  p r i n c i p le s  o f
r e a s o n  a r e  la w s  o f  r e a l i t y ,  an d  in d e e d  a r e  th e  S E E N  LA W S O F  
T H IN G S . • ‘ . ~ “

B .  M u ch  l e s s  a r e  th e  p r i n c i p le s  to  b e  lo o k e d  u p o n  a 3

a s s u m p t io n s  a r b i t r a r i l y  s e l e c t e d  o r  l a id  d o w n  b y  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r .
a .  • N o , th e  p r i n c i p le s  a r e  im p o s e d  u p o n  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r
a l .  n o t  in d e e d  im p o s e d  b y  s o m e  a u th o r i ty ,  an d  m e r e ly

b e l i e v e d ;  •
a 2 .  r a t h e r  th e y  a r e  im p o s e d  b y  T H IN G S T H E M S E L V E S  

AS U N D E R S T O O D ; e x p r e s s in g  th e  u n d e r s to o d  n a t u r e s  c f  t h in g s ,  in  
o t h e r  w o r d s ,  th e y  a r e  s e e n  t o b e  th e  la w s  o f  th in g s .

b .  A nd t h e r e f o r e ,  in  v i r t u e  o f  th e  l ig h t  w h ic h  th e y  
s h e d  u p o n  f a c t s ,  th e  c a u s e s  o f th e  f a c t s  a r e  s e e n :  s e e n  in d e e d  to  b e  
c a u s e s  in  th e  o r d e r  o f  th in g s ,  to  b e  R E A L  c a u s e s .

c .  T h u s ,  to  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  u n d e r  th e  in te l l ig ib le  
l ig h t  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  r e a s o n ,  a r e  u l t im a te  c a u s e s  e v id e n t .

A R T IC L E  T H R E E

D IS T IN C T  O B J E C T S  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y

3 7 . R E A S O N  F O R  C O N S ID E R A T IO N  O F  O B J E C T : S in c e  h a b i ts ,
a m o n g  w h ic h  a r e  to  b e  r e c k o n e d  s c i e n c e s ,  a r e  s p e c i f i e d  b y  t h e i r  
o b je c t  ( ta k e n  f o r m a l ly ) ,  i f  w e a r e  to  a c h ie v e  a n  e x a c t  n o t io n  o f  th e  * • 
n a t u r e  o r  s p e c i f i c  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  p h i lo s o p h y , w e o u g h t to  c o n s id e r  
a n d  d i s t in g u i s h  i t s  o b j e c t .  .

A . A w a r n in g  i s  h e r e  n e c e s s a r y .  A s w e  s h a l l  s e e ,
p h i lo s o p h y  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  o n e  h a b i t  o r  s c i e n c e ,  b u t  i s  a  g r o u p  o f 
d i s t i n c t  s c i e n c e s ;  h e n c e  i t  m u s t  n o t b e  th o u g h t  th a t  p h i lo s o p h y  h a s  
b u t  o n e  f o r m a l  o b je c t ;  b e in g  m a n y  s c i e n c e s ,  p h i lo s o p h y  h a s  m a n y  
f o r m a l  o b j e c t s ,  an d  a s  m a n y  f o r m a l  o b je c t s  a s  t h e r e  a r e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  
s c i e n c e s .  ' - .

B .  W h e n , t h e r e f o r e ,  w e in d ic a te  th e  f o r m a l  o b je c t
o f  p h i lo s o p h y , w e  a r e  in d ic a t in g  w h a t i s  r e a l l y  a  g ro u p , an d  th e  f o r m a l  
o b je c t  in d ic a te d  m u s t  b e  f u r t h e r  d i s t in g u is h e d  in to  th e  f o r m a l  o b je c t  
o f  m e ta p h y s i c s ,  o f  n a tu r a l  p h i lo s o p h y , o f  e th i c s ,  e t c .

3 8 . N O T IO N  AND D IS T IN C T IO N S  O F  O B J E C T : N o te ,  w ith
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r e g a r d  to  t h e s e :

A . E y  th e  O B J E C T  o f a h a b i t ,  w e m e a n  th a t  w h ich  i s
s o t  b e f o r e  th e  h a b i t ,  and  a t t a in e d  (o r  k n o w n  b y  i t  in  c a s e s  w h e re  * 
th e  h a b i t  i s  a  h a b i t  o f k n o w in g  a s  i s  s c i e n c e ) .  T h is  i s  i n l i n e  w ith  
th e  m e a n in g  o f  th e  t e r m  ’o b je c t1, w h ic h  s ig n i f ie s  " w h a t  i s  th ro w n  
u p  a g a i n s t ,  t h r o w n  in  th e  w ay  of" . T h u s  c o lo u r  an d  c o lo u r e d  th in g s  
a r e  th r o w n  u p  a g a in s t  s ig h t  s o  a s  to  b e  a t ta in e d  b y  s ig h t ;  so u n d  and  
s o u n d in g  th in g s  a r e  th r o w n  u p  a g a in s t  h e a r in g  s o  a s  to  b e .a t t a in e d  o r  
k n o w n  b y  h e a r i n g .  W e a lth ,  an d  th in g s  c o n s t i tu t in g  w e a l th ,  , a r e  th r o w n  
in  th e  w a y  o f  e c o n o m ic s ,  s o  a s  to  b e  a t ta in e d  an d  k n o w n  b y  i t .  O r g a n ic  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  b o n e s ,  m u s c le s  an d  t i s s u e s ,  a r e  th ro w n  u p  ; 
a g a in s t  th e  s c i e n c e  o f  a n a to m y , to  b e  a t ta in e d  an d  k n o w n  b y  th a t  
s c i e n c e .

E .  N o w , l e a v in g  a s id e  o t h e r  h a b i t s  s u c h  a s  m o r a l
v i r t u e s ,  a n d ‘c o n s i d e r i n g  o n ly  h a b i t s  p e r t a in in g  to  th e  o r d e r  o f  
k n o w le d g e , w e  m a y  w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e  a n  o b je c t  f r o m  th e  e x a m p le  o f  
b o d i ly  s ig h t ,  -  w h ic h , th o u g h  a p o w e r  an d  n o t a h a b i t ,
i s ,  a s  a r e  a l l  p o w e r s ,  h a b i t s  an d  a c t s ,  s p e c i f i e d  b y  i t s  o b je c t ,  
t h a t  i s ,  h a s  i t s  n a tu r e  d e te r m in e d  b y  i t s  o b je c t .

C . • N ew  th e  o b je c t  o f  s i g h t  i s  th u s  d is t in g u is h e d :

r

' • M E je c t
c f
s ig h t

F O R M  o f  
th e  o b je c t
a>

M A N IF E S T IN G  f o r m  (2): T h i s  
i s  E IG H T  • . • ’ ' * -

M A N IF E S T E D  o r  
S U B JE C T E D  f o r m  
(3)>sto  w it .

IM M E D IA T E L Y
m a n i f e s te d  (4):
T h is  i s  C O L O U R

Shape
M E D IA T E L Y
m a n i f e s te d  (6>. 
T h is  i s

(5)

S i ze  
N u m b e r  
M o v e 
m e n t  
S t i l ln e s s

M A T T E R  o f  th e  o b je c t  (7), n a m e ly ,  t h a t  in  w h ich  
l ig h t  m a n i f e s t s  c o lo u r ;  T h is  i s  O P A Q U E  S U R F A C E ,

D . N o te  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  N A M E S o f  th e  d i v e r s e
m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  d i s t in c t io n :

a ,  (1) i s  c a l le d :  • . • ;
a l .  F O R M A L  O B J E C T , , * * '
a 2 .  o r  F O R M A L  R E A S O N  o f  th e  o b je c t ,*

b ,  (2) i s  c a l le d :
b l .  F O R M A L  R E A S O N  W B E B E U N D E R . . ,

. . . .  b 2 ,  o r  .F O R M A L  O B J E C T  W H E R E B Y ,
•.......\  _  . . b 3 . ‘_ y ”* o r - M O T I V E , ___^ • • •• ** - -  T  v

*- •'' - -b4„ .o r ..L IG H T R .-  *.__ ’

- -  ' cA . ( 2 )  Ism aUedv. b" '

c l .  F O R M A L  11S AS ON* W H IC H ,
-  •• »c 2y*-;•"•• - o r J ^ C E M A L R J B J E C T  VVHXCH^-...*Q *.*
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d . (4) i s  c a l le d :
d l .  P R O P E R  F O R M A L  O B J E C T .
d 2 . o r  s im p ly  P R O P E R  O B JE C T ,
d 3 . o r  s im p ly  IM M E D IA T E  O B J E C T .
d 4 . o r  P R O P O R T IO N A T E  O B J E C T .

e .
e l .
e la .
e lb . 
e 2 . 
e 2 a .  
e 2 b .

s u b je c te d  to  l ig h t .

(5):
i s  c a l le d :
S P E C IF IC A T IV E  P R IN C IP L E  
o r  S P E C IF IC A T IV E  O B J E C T .
F o r  w h a t s p e c i f i e s  s ig h t  i s :
c o lo u r  a s  m a n if e s te d  b y  l ig h t .
th a t  i s ,  c o lo u r  a s  i t  f a l l s  u n d e r  l ig h t ,  o r i s

f .  (6) i s  c a l le d :
f l .  M E D IA T E  O B JE C T  .
f2 . o r  SEC O N D A R Y  O B J E C T .
f3 . o r  COM M O N O E J E C T .

g . (7) i s  c a l le d  M A T E R IA L  O B J E C T .

E . Now i t  i s  to  b e  o b s e r v e d  th a t  (4 ), i . e .
c o lo u r ,  fu n c tio n s  a s  a M ED IU M  th ro u g h  w h ic h  (6), i . e .  s h a p e , 
s i z e  e tc ,  a r e  m a n i f e s te d ,  -  b y  l ig h t .

3 9 . T H E S E  D ISTIN C TIO N S IN  O B JE C T  O F  A S C IE N C E :
L e t  u s  now  a p p ly  th e s e  d i s t in c t io n s  to  th e  o b je c t  o f 

s o m e  s c ie n c e .

A . F o r  e x a m p le ,  th e  o b je c t  o f  g e o m e try :

F O R M  
o f th e  
o b je c t

O b je c t
o f
g eo m e tr^  \

M A N IFE S T IN G  (s u b je c tin g )  FO R M : T h is  i s  th e  
AXIOM S ( i . e .  p r in c ip le s )  o f  g e o m e tr y .

^  S P E C IF IC A T IV E  O B JE C T

t
S U B JE C T E D  FO R M : 
M E D IA TIN G  F O R M : 
T h is  i s  g e o m e tr ic a l  
( i . e .  a b s t r a c t )  S H A P E  
( v .g .  T R IA N G L E )

M A N IF E S T E D  to  b e  
CA U SE o f  th e  p r o 
p e r t i e s  o f  t r i a n g le .
So th a t  th e  P R O B E R T  » 
IE S  a r e  M A N IF E S T E D
qx#  know n  th ro u g h  
c a u s e .

, M A T T E R  o f th e  o b je c t:  M A T E R IA L  O B JE C T : T h is  i s  th e  
Q U A N T U M

B . T h u s :

a .  j u s t  a s  c o lo u r ,  s u b je c te d  to  l ig h t ,  i s  th e  m e d iu m
th ro u g h  w h ich  s h a p e ,  s i z e  e tc ,  a r e  m a n if e s te d  to  s ig h t .

b .  s o  g e o m e tr i c a l  t r i a n g le ,  s u b je c te d  to  th e  l ig h t  o f
th e  a x io m s ,  i s  th e  m e d iu m  th ro u g h  w h ich  th e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f t r i a n g le  
a r e  m a n if e s te d  to  g e o m e tr i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  a s  c a u s e d  b y  th e  v e r y  n a tu r e  
o f t r ia n g le :

b l ,  w h ich  p r o p e r t i e s  a r e ,  f o r  e x a m p le :
b la .  " f i g u r e  h a v in g  s u m  o f i t s  in te r n a l  a n g le s  e q u a l 

to  tw o  r ig h t - a n g le s ” .
b ib .  ” f ig u r e  h a v in g  a r e a  e q u a l to  b a s e  X a l t i tu d e ” .

2
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b 2 . W hich  p r o p e r t i e s  ( p r o p e r  p r e d ic a te s )  a r e  th e reb y - 
know n  th ro u g h  t h e i r  c a u s e .

4 0 . D E F IN IT IO N S  O F  T H E S E  O B JE C T S : W e m a y  now  p ro c e e d
to  d e f in e  th e s e  d iv e r s e  o b je c ts  o f  s c i e n c e .

A . O B JE C T : T h a t  w h ic h  i s  a t ta in e d  b y  a s c ie n c e .

B . M A N IFE S T IN G  F O R M : F o r m  o r  p r in c ip le  w h ich  
m a n i f e s ts  w h a t th e  s c ie n c e  k n o w s .

C . S U B JE C T E D  F O R M : M E D IA TIN G  FO R M : W hat
i s  s u b je c te d  to  th e  m a n i f e s t in g  fo r m  so  th a t  c a u s e s  a r e  m a n i f e s te d .

a .  I t  m a y  i t s e l f  b e  m a n if e s te d  a s  a  c a u s e ,  a s  i s  s o  
f o r  g e o m e tr y .

b . O r  c a u s e s  o f i t  m a y  b e  m a n i f e s te d ,  a s  w h en  in  
n a tu r a l  p h ilo s o p h y  p r im e  m a t t e r  and s u b s ta n t ia l  f o r m  a r e  m a n if e s te d  
to  b e  c a u s e s  o f  b o d y  o r  m o v a b le  b e in g ; o r  w h en  in  m e ta p h y s ic s  a 
p r im e  m o v e n t i s  m a n if e s te d  a s  s u p r e m e  c a u s e  o f  m o v e m e n t (c f.
n . 35 , E ) , o r  G od i s  m a n if e s te d  a s  s u p r e m e  c a u s e  o f  b e in g ,

D . S P E C IF IC A T IV E  O B J E C T : S u b je c te d  f o rm  a s  
s u b je c te d  to  m a n i f e s t in g  f o r m .

E .  M A T E R IA L  O B JE C T : T h e  m a t t e r  in  w h ic h  th e
m a n if e s t in g  f o r m  m a n if e s ts  c a u s e s .

41. O B JE C T  O F  P H IL O S O F H Y : W e a r e  now  in  a s u i ta b le
p o s i t io n  to  in d ic a te  th e  d i s t in c t io n s  w h ich  a r e  to  b e  m a d e  

in  th e  o b je c t  o f p h ilo s o p h y .

A . T h is  i s  d o n e  in  th e  fo llo w in g  s c h e m a t ic  d ia g r a m :

FO R M  
of th e  
o b je c t

O b je c t
o f
p h ilo so p h y

M A N IFE S T IN G  ( s u b je c tin g )  F O R M : T h is  i s  
th e  N A T U R A L  L IG H T  O F  T H E  P R IN C IP L E S  O F  
R E A SO N  ,

S P E C IF IC A T IV E  O B JE C T

S U B JE C T E D  F O R M : M ED IA TIN G  
FO R M : T h is  i s  T H A T  W H E R E O F  
T H E  S U P R E M E  CA U SES A R E
M A N IF E S T E D  E Y  T H E  L IG H T
O F T H E  P R IN C IP L E S  O F  REA SO N

M A N IF E S T E D  to  
p ro c e e d  f ro m  
s u p r e m e  c a u s e s .

So th a t  i t s  S U P R E M E  
CA U SES a r e  M AN* 
IF E S T E D

M A T T E R  o f th e  o b je c t:  M A T E R IA L  O B JE C T : T h is  i s  
A L L  TH IN G S

B . T h u s  th e  S U B JE C T E D  F O R M :
a .  o f L O G IC  i s :  M e n ta l b e in g  o f s e c o n d  in te n t io n .
b .  o f N A T U R A L  P H IL O S O P H Y  i s :  M o v ab le  b e in g .
c .  o f  M E T A FH Y S IC S  i s :  B e in g  f o r a s m u c h  a s  i t

i s  b e in g ; o r  th e  v e r y  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f b e in g .
d . o f E T H IC S  i s :  M o ra l i ty ;  o r  h u m a n  a c ts  a s  m o r a l .
e .  o f P Q IE T IC S  i s :  H u m a n  a c t s  a s  p r o d u c t iv e .

C. As w ill be sa id  h e re u n d e r  (nn. 42-43):
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a .  T h e  S U B JE C T E D  F O R M  o f a s c ie n c e  i s  m o r e

p r o p e r ly  c a l le d  i t s  S U B J E C T .

b . And th e  P R E D IC A T E S  d e m o n s t r a te d  ab o u t 

s u c h  s u b je c t ,  to  w it , th e  c a u s a l  p r e d i c a t e s ,  a r e  m o r e  p r o p e r ly  

c a l le d  i t s  O B J E C T .

A R T IC L E  FO U R  

S U B JE C T  O F  PH IL O S O F H Y

4 2 . S C IE N C E  IS M O RE P R O P E R L Y  O F  A S U B JE C T : S in c e

a s c ie n c e  d e m o n s t r a te s  p r e d ic a te s  o f s o m e  s u b je c t ,

s p e e c h  i s  m o r e  r ig h t ly  h e ld  ab o u t th e  s u b je c t  o f a s c i e n c e ,  a s  

e x p la in e d  a b o v e . U n d e r  th i s  c o n s id e ra t io n :

A . T h e  S U B JE C T  o f a s c ie n c e  i s  th a t  a b o u t w h ich  

th e  s c ie n c e  d e m o n s t r a te s  p r e d ic a te s  (C f. n . 22 , A ).

a .  T h u s :

a l .  I t  i s  ab o u t (E u c l id e a n )  t r i a n g le  th a t  g e o m e tr y

d e m o n s t r a te s  th e  p r e d i c a t e s  n h a v in g  th e  s u m  o f  i t s  i n te r n a l  a n g le s  

e q u a l to  tw o  r ig h t  a n g le s ” , ’’h a v in g  i t s  a r e a  e q u a l  to  b a s e  + a l t i tu d e " , 

and  s o  o n . 2

a 2 . L ik e w is e  i t  i s  ab o u t 7 th a t  a r i t h m e t i c  d e m o n s t r a te s  

th e  p r e d ic a te s  ’’e q u a l to  21/3” , ’’e q u a l to  s q .  r o o t  o f  49” , ’’e q u a l  to  

cu b e  r o o t  o f  343” and s o  o n .

b .  a c c o rd in g ly :

b l .  T h e  s u b je c t  o f  g e o m e tr y  i s  s h a p e  ( a b s t r a c te d

f r o m  th o s e  th in g s  w h ich  h a v e  s h a p e  -  w h e th e r  h o u s e s  o r  d i s c s  o r  

b a l l s  e t c . ) .

b2* T h e  s u b j e c t  of  a r i t h m e t i c ,  i s  n u m b e r  

( a b s t r a c te d  f r o m  th o s e  th in g s  w h ich  h a v e  n u m b e r ,  -  w h e th e r  a p p le s  

o r  t r e e s  o r  s h e e p  etc.)*

B . T h e n  th e  O B JE C T  o f th e  s c ie n c e  i s  th e  p r e d ic a te s  

d e m o n s tr a te d  ab o u t th e  s u b je c t  a s  s a id  ab o v e  (n . 22 , A; n .  41, c ) ,

C . In  a  p e r f e c t  " s c i e n c e  w h e r e f o r e ” , and  a ls o

in  th e  s a p ie n t ia l  s ta g e  (w ay  o f ju d g m e n t)  o f  a s c i e n c e ,  th e  s u b je c t  

i s  a ls o  th e  M ED IU M  (of d e m o n s tr a t io n )  o f th e  s c ie n c e .

a . T h u s  in  th e  g e o m e tr y  o f t r i a n g le  th e  m e d iu m  

o f p ro o f  i s  th e  v e r y  n a tu r e  o f t r i a n g le .

b . S im i la r ly  in  th e  a r i th m e t ic  o f  7 , th e  m e d iu m  i s  

th e  v e r y  n a tu r e  o f  s e v e n .

4 3 . S U E JE C T  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y : A c c o rd in g ly , s p e a k in g

g e n e r a l ly ,  i t  i s  to  b e  s a id  th a t :

A . T h e  S U B JE C T  o f p h ilo s o p h y  i s  A L L  R E A L IT Y  

w h a ts o e v e r  th a t  f a l l s  u n d e r  h u m a n  e x p e r ie n c e  o r  th a t  c a n  b e  

i n f e r r e d  t h e r e f r o m .

B . T h e  O B JE C T  o f p h ilo s o p h y  i s  c o r r e s p o n d in g ly
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th e  P R E D IC A T E S  d e m o n s tr a te d  a b o u t th e  a f o r e s a id  s u b je c t .
a . F o r  th e s e  p r e d ic a te s  a r e  th a t  o f w h ich  p h ilo so p h y

f ro m  i t s  v e r y  n a tu r e  i s  a  k n o w led g e  -  ju s t  a s  a h o t i s  th a t
o f w h ic h  th e  a c t io n  o f h e a t in g  i s  f r o m  i t s  v e r y  n a tu r e  a p ro d u c t io n .

b .  T h u s ;
b l .  N a tu r a l  p h ilo s o p h y  p r o v e s  ab o u t m o v a b le  o r

c o r p o r a l  b e in g  th e  p r e d ic a te  " c o m p o s e d  o f  m a t t e r  and  f o r m " .
b 2 . M e ta p h y s ic s  p r o v e s  a b o u t a l l  r e a l i t y  o th e r

th a n  a  p r im e  c a u s e  th e  p r e d ic a te  " h a v in g  a s u p r e m e  c a u s e  w ho i s  
to g e th e r  p r im e  m o v e n t, p r im e  c a u s e ,  n e c e s s a r y  b e in g , s u p r e m e  
p e r f e c t io n ,  s u p r e m e  o r d e r e r ,  -  and  so  m e r i t in g  th e  n a m e  
‘G od1" .

b 2 a . W h e re fo re  i t  i s  m a n i f e s t ly  to  b e  s a id  th a t  th e  
d e m o n s t r a t io n  o f G o d fs  e x is te n c e  an d  o f h is  ( n a tu r a l ly  k n o w a b le )  
a t t r ib u t e s  -  th a t  i s  N A T U R A L  T H E O L O G Y

i s  a  p a r t  o f m e ta p h y s ic s :  f o r  h e r e  G od o c c u r s
AS A P R E D IC A T E .

b 2 b . W hich  i s  q u i te  d i s t in c t  f r o m  th a t  s c ie n c e  w h e re in  
G od s ta n d s  a s  th e  s u b je c t ,  -  w h ich  i s  SA C R E D  TH E O LO G Y ,
w h ic h  i s  a c c o rd in g ly  w e ll  d e fin e d : " S c ie n c e  w h o se  S U B JE C T  i s  God*^

C H A P T E R  FO U R

P R O P E R T IE S  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y

4 4 . T H E  MARKS O F  A G E N U IN E  PH IL O S O P H Y : F r o m  th e
n o tio n  o f p h ilo s o p h y , a s  w e h a v e  e x a m in e d  i t  e a r l i e r ,  i t  

fo llo w s  th a t  an y  g e n u in e  p h ilo s o p h y  w ill  b e  m a rk e d  b y  c e r t a i n  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  w h ich  w il l  s e r v e  to  d is t in g u is h  i t  f r o m  c o u n te r f e i t  
s y s te m s .

A . T h is  d o e s  n o t m e a n  th a t  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f th e s e
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  w h ic h , so  to  s p e a k ,  a p p e a r  o n  th e  o u ts id e  o f a 
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s y s te m ,  a r e  th e  u l t im a te  e v id e n c e  of th e  t r u th  o f i t s  
d o c t r i n e s .  E a c h  o f  i t s  d o c t r in e s  h a s  to  s ta n d  o r  f a l l  b y  th e  e v id e n c e  
w h ic h  e x is t  f o r  i t .

E .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,  th e s e  e x te r n a l  n o te s  a l r e a d y  s e r v e
to  re c o m m e n d  th e  s y s te m  o f d o c tr in e  w h ich  b e a r s  th e m ;  and  th e y  a r e  
o f  g r e a t  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f fo rm in g  a " p r i m a  fa c ie "  d ia g n o s is  
a s  to  th e  c la im s  o f  an y  s y s te m  p r o p o s e d  to  u s  f o r  a c c e p ta n c e  a s  a t r u e  
p h ilo s o p h y .

4 5 . WHICH A R E  T H E S E  MARKS: A m ong  th e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  
t h r e e  a r e  p r i m a r y .  O th e r s  a r e  c o n s e q u e n t u p o n  o n e  o r  

a n o th e r  o f t h e s e  p r i m a r y  n o te s .  T h e  t h r e e  p r i m a r y  n o te s  o f  a  g e n u in e  
p h ilo s o p h y  a r e :  (1) T h a t  i t  w il l  b e  v iv if ie d  b y  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n ;
(2) th a t  i t  w ill  b e  e v id e n t ia l ;  (3) th a t  i t  w il l  b e  o n to lo g ic a l .

A . B e c a u s e  i t  i s  v iv if ie d  b y  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n ,
i t  w il l  b e :

a .  s o l ic i to u s  o f  t h e s e  p r in c ip le s ,  and
b .  c o h e re n t  w ith  i t s e l f ,  c o n s t i tu t in g ,  so  to  s p e a k ,  

a n  o r g a n ic  u n i ty .

E .  B e c a u s e  i t  i s  e v id e n t ia l ,  i t  w ill  c o n s e q u e n tly  b e :
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a .  in  l in e  w ith  c o m m o n  s e n s e ;

b .  c r i t i c a l ;

c .  r e a l i s t ;

d . u n iv e r s a l ;

e .  h u m b le , c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a " s e n s e  o f m y s t e r y *

C . B e c a u s e  i t  i s  o n to lo g ic a l ,  i t  w ill  c o n s e q u e n t ly  b e :

a .  i n te l l e c tu a l i s t ;

b , s y n th e t ic .

D .

s c h e m e :  -

T h is  m ig h t b e  a p tly  s u m m a r iz e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g

V IV IF IE D  BY  

T H E  P R IN C IP L E S , 

& c o n s e q u e n tly

c ito u s  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s

I
[ O r g a n ic a l ly  on e

In  l in e  w ith  c o m m o n  s e n s e

P r o p e r t i e s  

o f  g e n u in e  

p h ilo so p h y : 

p r i m a r i l y

i *
4 .

' E V ID E N T IA L , &: ?
| c o n s e q u e n tly

C r i t i c a l

R e a l i s t

U n iv e r s a l

PJum ble, m a r k e d  b y  a 

" s e n s e  o f m y s t e r y

j I n te l l e c tu a l i s t
v
?

i
I S y n th e tic
j?w»

E .  L e t  u s  now  c o n s id e r  in  t u r n  e a c h  o f  th e s e  p r i m a r y

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and  to g e th e r  b r i e f ly  e x p la in  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

c o n s e q u e n t u p o n  e a c h  r e s p e c t iv e ly .

A . V IV IF IE D  B Y  T H E  P R IN C IP L E S

4 6 . T H E  L IG H T  O F  T H E  P R IN C IP L E S  IS T H E  SO U L O F

PH IL O S O P H Y : T h e  p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n ,  a s  u n d e rs to o d  

an d  h e ld ,  a r e ,  a s  e x p la in e d  a b o v e , th e  m o tiv e  w h ich  m o v e s  and g u id e s  

th e  in te l l e c t  in  i t s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a c t ,  th a t  i s ,  in  i t s  a c t  o f s e e in g  

u l t im a te  c a u s e s .  H e n c e  i t  i s  o f c a p i ta l  im p o r ta n c e  th a t  th e  p r in c ip le s  

b e  r ig h t ly  u n d e r s to o d  and  f i r m ly  h e ld . F o r  th i s  r e a s o n  d o e s  A r i s to t le  

s a y  th a t  i t  p e r t a in s  to  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  to  b e  p r o l ix  ab o u t th e  p r in c ip le s .

A . F o r :

a . j u s t  a s  s ig h t  r e q u i r e s :

a l .  th a t  th e  l a m p s  b e  c l e a r ,  an d  a ls o

a 2 . th a t  th e  l a m p s  p la y  u p o n  th e  o b je c t  s o  a s  to

b r in g  th e  c o lo u r  r a y s  to  th e  e y e ,

b . s o  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  n e e d s :

b l .  th a t  th e  p r in c ip le s  (w h ich  a r e  h is  l a m p s ,  f o r  th e

p u rp o s e  o f s e e in g ,  n o t c o lo u r ,  b u t s u p r e m e  c a u s e s ) ,  b e  c l e a r ly  

u n d e r s to o d ,  and  a ls o ,

b 2 . th a t  th e  p r in c ip le s  b e  f i r m ly  h e ld  ( i . e .  b e

u n s h a k e a b ly  r e g a r d e d  a s  p la y in g  u p o n  th in g s ,  a s  e n jo y in g  a b s o lu te  

v e r i f i c a t io n  in  th e  r e a l ,  and  b e  know n a s  la w s  o f th e  r e a l ) .

Be And just, a s  th e  s e e e r  in  h ig h ly  s o l ic i to u s  o f th e



l a m p s  ( fo r  w ith o u t th e m  h e  d o e s  n o t s e e , ) s o  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  d is p la y s  
d e e p  c o n c e rn  ab o u t th e  p r in c ip le s ,  f o r  w ith o u t th e m  h e  i s  p h i lo s o p h ic 
a l ly  b lin d  ( c a u s e -b l in d  -  j u s t  a s  w ith o u t th e  l a m p s  th e  s e e e r  i s ,  so  to  
s p e a k ,  c o lo u r - b l in d ) , -  u n a b le  to  do  h is  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a c t ,  h is  a c t  o f 
s e e in g  and  kn o w in g  l a s t  c a u s e s .

Cv .And ju s t  a s  th e  s e e - r  d o e s  h is  s e e in g  b y  b r in g in g
th in g s  u n d e r  th e  l a m p s ,  o r  b y  b r in g in g  th e  l a m p s  to  b e a r  u p o n  th in g s ,  
s o  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  d o e s  h is  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s e e in g  ( s e e in g  o f  d e e p e s t  
c a u s e s )  b y  b r in g in g  th in g s  u n d e r  th e  p r in c ip le s ,  b y  b r in g in g  th e  
p r in c ip le s  to  b e a r  u p o n  f a c t s ;  f o r  ” in  s c i e n t i i s  to ta  lu x  e s t  ex  
p r in c ip i i s  -  in  s c i e n c e s  a l l  l ig h t  i s  f r o m  th e  p r in c ip le s ’1,

D . T h u s  d o e s  a  g e n u in e  p h i lo s o p h e r  h a b itu a l ly
r e d u c e  a l l  to  th e  f i r s t  p r in c ip le s .  T h u s  to o , i s  h is  w h o le  p h ilo so p h y  
in fo rm e d  and  v iv if ie d  b y  th e  p r in c ip le s ,  -  w h o se  l ig h t  i s ,  so  to  s p e a k , 
th e  s o u l  o f p h ilo s o p h y ,

4 7 . SO L IC IT O U S O F  T H E  P R IN C IP L E S : T h e r e f o r e  i s  a good
p h i lo s o p h e r  m o s t  s o l ic i to u s  ab o u t th e  r ig h t  u n d e r s ta n d in g

o f th e  p r in c ip le s ,  an d  m o s t  c e r t a i n  o f t h e i r  t r u th ,

A . H e w il l  d e v o te  m u c h  o f h is  l a b o u r  to  t h e i r  e x a c t
f o r m u la t io n ,  g u a rd in g  th e m  f ro m  o b s c u r i ty ,  v a g u e n e s s  and  c o n fu s io n , 
e n s u r in g  th a t  th e y  b e  u n d e rs to o d  w ith o u t e r r o r .  F o r  h e  l iv e s  h is  
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  l i f e  b y  th e  p r in c ip le s :  th e y  a r e  e v e n  m o r e  th a n  th e  
e y e s  o f  p h ilo so p h y ; th e y  a r e  i t s  v e r y  s o u l .  I t  i s  f i t t in g  t h e r e f o r e  th a t  
h e  b e  t h e i r  w a tc h -d o g  and  t h e i r  s e n t in e l .

B . H ow  o f te n  do w e n o t f in d  w r i t e r s  on  p h ilo s o p h ic a l
p r o b le m s ,  and p r o f e s s o r s  o f p h ilo s o p h y , who n e v e r ,  o r  m o s t  l v r e l y ,  
s p e a k  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s ,  o r  r e d u c e  t n e i r  c o n c lu s io n s  to  p r in c ip le s  c l e a r l y  
e n u n c ia te d , o r  d e fe n d  th e  p r in c ip le s  u n d e r ly in g  t h e i r  d o c t r in e ,  o r  
f o r m u la te  th e  p r in c ip le s  a t a ll!

a .  T o  u s e  a  h o m e ly  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  th e y  r e m in d  one  o f
th o s e  ’’f a r m e r s ” w ho d is p la y  no i n t e r e s t  in  th e  f e r t i l i t y  of t h e i r  s o i l ,  
n e v e r  s e e k in g  to  m a in ta in  and  i n c r e a s e  i t s  f e r t i l i t y ,  w ho m a k e  no 
e f f o r t  to  e s t a b l i s h  and  r e t a i n  a h ig h  s ta n d a r d  in  th e  q u a li ty  o f t h e i r  
f a r m  a n im a ls ,  who s tu d y  n e i th e r  th e  e f f e c ts  o f d iv e r s e  f e r t i l i s e r s  
n o r  th e  n u t r i t iv e  v a lu e  o f v a r io u s  g r a s s e s  n o r  th e  a r t  o f s u c c e s s f u l  
b r e e d in g .  S uch  f a r m e r s  m a y  ’’l iv e ” o n  th e  la n d , and  l iv e  ’’off” th e  
la n d , b u t th e y  do n o t ’’f a r m ” th e  la n d .

b . L ik e w is e ,  ” p h i lo s o p h e r s ” su c h  a s  w e h av e  m e n tio n e d ,
m a y  b e  im m e n s e ly  l e a r n e d ,  b u t i t  i s  n o t e a s y  to  d i s c e r n  in  th e m  th e  
v e r i t a b l e  s p i r i t  o f th e  p h i lo s o p h e r .

4 8 . O R G A N IC A L L Y  O N E: S in c e  a good p h i lo s o p h e r  h a b itu a l ly
r e d u c e s  a l l  c o n c lu s io n s  to  th e  p r in c ip le s ,  h is  te a c h in g  w ill

b e  c o h e r e n t  th ro u g h o u t,  a s  r e a l i t y ,  g o v e rn e d  a s  i t  i s  b y  th e  p r in c ip le s ,  
i s  c o h e r e n t  w ith  i t s e l f .  H is  c o n c lu s io n s  w ill  b e  m a n y ; h e  w ill  te a c h  
m a n y  t r u th s ;  b u t h is  d o c t r in e  w il l  b e  m a r k e d  b y  a  u n i ty  o f o r d e r .

A . I t  i s  n o t u n c o m m o n  to  r e a d  a b o o k  b y  a w r i t e r  on
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s u b je c t s ,  an d  to  fin d  th a t  a lm o s t  th e  o n ly  bond  b e tw e e n  
h is  t h e s e s  i s  th a t  th e y  a r e  a l l  c o n ta in e d  b e tw e e n  th e  c o v e r s  o f  th e  
s a m e  b o o k . H is  t e a c h in g s  a r e  n o t c o -o r d in a te d  w ith  o n e  a n o th e r ,  
n o r  s u b o rd in a te d  a l l  to  a  s u p r e m e  and d o m in a tin g  t r u t h ,  b u t a r e  ju x ta -  
p o s e d . He d o e s  n o t m i r r o r  th e  o r d e r  o f r e a l i t y ,  b e c a u s e ,  n o t r e d u c in g
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f a c t s  u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  o f th e  p r in c ip le s  to  t h e i r  u l t im a te  and  n e c e s s a r y  
c a u s e s ,  he  h a s  n e t a b s o rb e d  th e  u n d e r s ta n d  a b i l i ty  o f th in g s ,

B , T h e  good p h i lo s o p h e r  a c h ie v e s  u n ity , b e c a u s e  he
a t ta in s  th e  s u p r e m e  r e a s o n s  o f  b e  th a t  m a k e  a l l  th in g s  b e , and  th a t  
t h e r e f o r e  m a k e  a l l  th in g s  b e  - u n d e r s ta n d a b le .  F o r  th in g s  b e  “U n d e r 
s ta n d a b le  in a s m u c h  a s  th e y  b e .

e l  e v i d e n t i a l .

4 9 . M OVED B Y  E V ID E N C E : A f f i rm a t io n  and  d e n ia l  m u s t  b e
m a d e  a c c o rd in g  to  e v id e n c e , -  n  k a c c o rd in g  to  d e s i r e  

o r  p a s s io n  o r  p r e ju d ic e  o r  s e n t im e n t  o r  f a s h io n .  N one o f  t h e s e  a r e  
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  m o t iv e s ,  and  ju s t  a s  St .  T h o m a s  r e m a r k s  th a t  " i n  
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  th in g s  a u th o r i ty  i s  th e  w e a k e s t  a r g u m e n t" ,  so  w e m ig h t 
a d a p t  h is  w o rd s  and  s a y  th a t  " i n  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  th in g s  d e s i r e  and 
p a s s io n  and  p r e ju d ic e  and  s e n t im e n t  and  fa s h io n  -  e v e n  f a s h io n  a m o n g  
p h i lo s o p h e r s  ~ a r e  n o t a rg u m e n ts  a t a l l " , In  p h ilo s o p h y  th e r e  m u s t  b e  
no  w ish fu l th in ’ ‘n g , and  a s  th e  a n c ie n t  S c h o la s t ic  d o c to r s  a v e r r e d ,  
a p h i lo s o p h ic a l  o p in io n  i s  w o r th  o n ly  th e  a rg u m e n ts  w h e re w ith  i t  i s  
s u p p o r te d .

27,

A . J u s t  a s  a f f i r m a t io n  m u s t  b e  m a d e  w 1 in  e v id e n c e
ju s t i f i e s  i t  ( fo r ,  a s  S t .  T h o m a s  n o te s  " s t u l t i  i n o n  a d m l i te r e  quod 
m a n if e s te  a d m it te n d u m  e s t  -  i t  i s  th e  a c t  o f  a  fo o l n o t to  a d m it  w h a t 
i s  o b v io u s ly  to  b e  a d m it te d " ) ,  and  a s  d e n ia l  m u s t  b e  m a d e  w h en  
e v id e n c e  w a r r a n t s  i t ,  s o  a f f i r m a t io n  and  d e n ia l  m u s t  s to p  w h e re  
e v id e n c e  s to p s ,, T h is ,  b e c a u s e  th e  m o tiv e  m o v in g  th e  m in d  to  i t s  
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a c t ,  and  g u id in g  i t  in  th a t  a c t ,  is  th e  l ig h t  o f th e  
p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n ,  -  w h ich  l ig h t  i s  n o th in g  o th e r  th a n  th e  s o u r c e  
o f  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  e v id e n c e .

B e F r o m  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  e v id e n t ia l ,  fo llo w  c e r t a i n
o th e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  a s  in d ic a te d  a b o v e . T h e s e  w e s h a l l  now  b r i e f ly  
c o n s id e r .

5 0 . IN  L IN E  W ITH  CO M M O N  SE N S E : F o r  th in g s ,  and  th e
p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n  and  th e  c a u s e s  o f th in g s ,  a r e  a l r e a d y

to  s o m e  d e g r e e  e v id e n t  to  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  and  b y  c o m m o n  s e n s e  i s  
a l r e a d y  a c h ie v e d  an  in i t i a l  and  s p o n ta n e o u s  p e n e t r a t io n  in to  th e  r e a l ,  
e v e n  u n to  i t s  c a u s e s .

A . T h e r e f o r e ,  s in c e  b o th  c o m m o n  s e n s e  and  p h ilo s o p h y
a r e  a p p re h e n s io n s  o f  r e a l i t y ,  p h ilo s o p h y  m u s t  n o t p ro c e e d  b y  a 
r e j e c t i o n  o f c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  b u t -  th o u g h  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  i t ,  -  m u s t  
r e m a in  in  c o n tin u ity  w ith  i t .

B , It. i s  n o t t h e r e f o r e  th e  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r
to  d i s c a r d  th e  k n o w le d g e s  g a in e d  b y  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  -  th o u g h  he  m a y  
b e  c a l le d  u p o n  to  r e f in e  th e m  and  to  p r e c i s  ify  th e m , and  e v e n  to  c o r r e c t  
th e m , -  and  to  b u ild  u p  a  s y s te m  d iv o rc e d  f r o m  c o m m o n  s e n s e ;  r a t h e r  
h is  fu n c tio n  i s  to  c o n tin u e  and  p e r f e c t  th a t  i n i t i a l  p e n e t r a t io n  in to  th e  
r e a l  a l r e a d y  a c h ie v e d  b y  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,

51. C R IT IC A L : F o r  s in c e  p h ilo s o p h y  m u s t  fo llo w  e v id e n c e ,
i t  m u s t  s i f t  f o r  g e n u in e  e v id e n c e . T h e  p h i lo s o p h e r  m u s t

n o t a c c e p t  o p in io n s  o n  w e a k  g ro u n d s ,  n o r  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  f a s h io n a b le :
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n o r  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  u n fa s h io n a b le ,  n o r  b e c a u s e  th e y  g a in  h im  a 

r e p u ta t io n  f o r  o r ig in a l i ty  o r  f o r  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f th o u g h t, n o r  b e c a u s e  

th e y  w in  f o r  h im  th e  a p p la u s e  o f th e  m u ltitu d e *  I t  i s  no  p r a i s e  f o r  a 

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  te a c h in g , th a t  i t  b e  o r ig in a l ;  i t  i s  p r a i s e  f o r  i t ,  th a t  

i t  b e  t r u e  and  d e e p .

A . T h e  p h i lo s o p h e r  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  fce m u s t  b e  c r i t i c  a l

o f  w h a t m e n  c o m m o n ly  th in k , a s  he  m u s t  ta k e  u p  a  c r i t i c a l  a t t i tu d e  w ith  

r e s p e c t  to  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  t h e o r i e s  o f  th o s e  w ho h a v e  ta u g h t b e fo r e  

h im , m u s t  a ls o  b e  c r i t i c a l  o f h is  ow n p r o c e s s e s  o f  th o u g h t and  o f h is  

ow n  o p in io n s .  T h e  p h i lo s o p h e r  m u s t  b e  a  q u e s t io n e r .

B . T h is ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  d o e s  n o t m e a n  th a t  he  m u s t  b e

a s c e p t i c  o r  a  c y n ic ,  o r  a f f e c t  a n  a t t i tu d e  o f c a u t io u s  d o c t r in a l  o r  

e x e r c i s e d  d o u b t w ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  a l l  th in g s ;  f o r  w h e n  e v id e n c e  

w a r r a n t s  c e r t i t u d e ,  th e  g e n u in e  p h i lo s o p h e r  i s  c e r t a in ;  and  to  b e  

d o g m a tic  w h en  t h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n  e v id e n c e , i s  l ik e w is e  a  m a r k  o f  a  good 

p h i lo s o p h e r .

5 2 . R E A L IS T ; F o r  TH IN G S a r e  e v id e n t  to  u s ,  and  p h ilo s o p h y , 

l ik e  a l l  th o u g h t, i s  r ig h t  i f  i t  a c c e p ts  T H IN G S, s u b o r d in a te s

i t s e l f  to  T H IN G S, t a k e s  th e  v e r d i c t  th a t  TH IN G S g iv e  ab o u t t h e m s e lv e s ,  

an d  fo llo w s  th e  c o n to u rs  o f T H E  R E A L .

A . F o r  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  i s  p r i m a r i l y  a n  in v e s t ig a to r ,

a n  i n s p e c to r ,  a n  e x p lo r e r ,  a  s c o u t ,  ( s p e c u la to r ) ,  -  n o t a  m a k e r  n o r  a 

c r e a t o r ,  n o r  a n  a r t i s t .  T h e  p r i m a r y  fu n c tio n  o f th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  i s

to  know  w h a t TH IN G S a r e ,  wh&da a r e  t h e i r  m o d e s  o f T H IN G -N E S S  (of 

r e a l i t y  o r  o f  r e a l  b e in g ) , how  TH IN G S a r e ,  and  w hy  TH IN G S a r e .

B . T h e  p h i lo s o p h e r  i s  n o t a d o e r ,  n o t a  m a k e r ,  b u t

a  l o o k e r ,  -  and  a  lo o k e r  a t  TH IN G S and  in to  T H IN G S , and  th ro u g h  

TH IN G S u n to  th e  c a u s e s  o f  T H IN G S.

5 3 . U N IV E R SA L ; F o r  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  m u s t  ta k e  a c c o u n t

o f w h a te v e r  i s  e v id e n t ,  an d  a c c o rd in g ly  a c c e p t  w h a te v e r  i s  

c e r t a i n ,  -  e v e n  i f  i t  in v o lv e s  h im  in  g r e a t  d i f f ic u l t ie s  and  m y s t e r i e s .  

P h i lo s o p h y  m u s t  a c c e p t  A L L  E V ID E N T  B E IN G .

A. T h e  p h i lo s o p h e r  m u s t  n e v e r  a t te m p t  to  s o lv e  a

p r o b le m , b y  d e n y in g  o n e  o f th e  e v id e n t  o r  c e r t a i n  t e r m s  to  th e  p ro b le m ,

- f o r  t h i s  i s  n o t to  s o lv e  th e  p r o b le m , b u t to  s u p p r e s s  i t  and e v a d e  i t .

H e m u s t  n e v e r  av o id  fo u n d e r in g  u p o n  C h a ry b d is  b y  d e n y in g  th a t  S c y lla  

e x i s t s ,  f o r  th i s  h e  w ill  m a k e  s h ip w re c k  u p o n  S c y lla ;  n o r  m u s t  h e  av o id  

th e  s h o a ls  o f  S c y lla  b y  o v e r lo o k in g  th e  w h ir lp o o ls  o f  C h a r y b d is ,  f o r  th i s  

l e a d s  to  d i s a s t e r  u p o n  C h a r y b d is .  H e m u s t  r e c o g n is e  b o th  o b s ta c le s ,  

and  av o id  th e m  b o th ; and i f  h e  b e  u n a b le  to  s t e e r  th e  s h ip  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  

b e tw e e n  th e m  h e  m u s t  c o n fe s s  h is  l im i ta t io n s .

B . And th i s  b r in g s  u s  to  th e  n e x t c h a r a c t e r  o f g e n u in e

p h ilo s o p h y  and  o f th e  g e n u in e  p h i lo s o p h e r .

5 4 . M A R K ED  B Y  A "S E N S E  O F  M Y S T E R Y "; P h i lo s o p h y  i s  an  

a c t  o f  th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t ,  w h ich  i s  f in i te ,  w h ich  i s  o n  th e

lo w e s t  l e v e l  o f in te l l ig e n c e  o f a n  i n te l l e c t s ,  to  w h ic h , a c c o rd in g ly  

th in g s  p r e s e n t  o n ly  a l im i te d  in te l l ig ib i l i ty ;  in d e e d , a s  A r i s to t le  s a y s ;  

" E a  q u a e  s u n t  m a x im e  in te l l ig ib i l i a  s e c u n d u m  s e ,  s u n t  m in u s  i n t e l l -  

i g ib i l ia  q u o ad  n o s  -  T h o s e  th in g s  th a t  a r e  m o s t  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  a c c o rd in g  

to  t h e m s e lv e s ,  a r e  l e s s  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  to  u s " .  H e n c e  th e  th in g s  o f



h ig h e s t  e v id e n c e  p r e s e n t  b u t a  l im i te d  a n d  im p e r f e c t  e v id e n c e  to  
o u r  in te l l e c t ,

A . T h e r e f o r e  p h ilo s o p h y  m u s t  b e  p r e p a r e d  to  a c c e p t  m y s t e r i e s  
f o r  i t  m u s t  fo llo w  e v id e n c e , -  and in d e e d  th e  e v id e n c e  th a t  i s  p r e s e n te d  
to  th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t ,  -  n o t g o in g  b ey o n d  e v id e n c e , n o r  in  f ro n t  o f i t ,  
n o r  a v o id in g  m y s t e r i e s  and  d i f f ic u l t ie s  b y  d e n y in g  o n e  t e r m  to  a 
p ro b le m , th u s  r e j e c t i n g  th e  e v id e n c e  e s ta b l is h in g  th a t  t e r m .

B . In  o th e r  w o rd s ,  b e c a u s e  th e  r e a l  i s  to  o u r  in te l l e c t  a
1 c h ia r o s c u r o 3 p h ilo s o p h y  m u s t  b e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a  s e n s e  o f m y s te r y .

C , O N T O L O G IC A L

5 5 . " P R IM A R Y  C H A R A C T E R  O F  R E A L IT Y  AND PR IM A R Y
U N D E R ST A N D A B L E : T h e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a c t  i s  th e  m o s t  

p e r f e c t  ( n a tu ra l)  a c t  o f  th e  .h u m an  in te l l e c t ,  s o  th a t  b y  i t  t h e  h u m a n  
in te l l e c t  s e i z e s  and  p r o f i t s  b y  a l l  th e  i n te l l ig ib i l i ty  t h a t  th in g s  o f f e r  
to  s u c h  in te l l e c t .  E u t s in c e  in te l l e c t  i s  th e  f a c u l ty  o f  b e in g , -  
a s  th e  s ig h t  i s  th e  f a c u l ty  o f  c o lo u r ,  « th in g s  a r e  in te l l ig ib le  in a s m u c h  
a s  th e y  a r e  b e in g .

29.

A . T h e r e f o r e  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a c t  m u s t  p ro c e e d  b y  
re d u c in g  i t s  o b je c t  to  b e in g , b y  in v e s t ig a t in g  an d  k n o w in g  th e  
e n t i ty  th a t  i s  in  a l l  an d  i t s  r e a s o n s  o f b e .  H e n c e  a g e n u in e  p h i l 
o s o p h y  w il l  b e  p r i m a r i l y  o n to lo g ic a l ,  ** n o t p r i m a r i l y  a g a th o lo g ic a l ,  
n o r  k a lo lo g ic a l  n o r  v o lu n ta r i s t ,  n o r  l i b e r t i s t ,  n o r  p r a g m a t i s t ,  n o r  
e m p i r io lo g ic a l ;  in  o th e r  w o r d s ,  i t  w il l  r e d u c e  a l l  th in g s  in to  t e r m s  
o f  b e in g , an d  e x p la in  th e m  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  e n t i ty  w h ic h  i s  r e a l i s e d  
in  th e m , -  n o t u l t im a te ly  in to  t e r m s  o f th e  good , n o r  in to  t e r m s  o f  
t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  w ith  w ill  o r  l i b e r t y  o r  a c t io n  o r  u t i l i ty  o r  e x p e r ie n c e .  
F o r  u l t im a te ly ,  a l l  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f ” good” , and " v o lu n ta r y ' and 
" f r e e "  and  " p r a c t i c a l "  and  " u s e f u l"  and  " e x p e r i e n t i a l "  s u p p o s e  th e  
m o s t  fu n d a m e n ta l  c h a r a c te r - o f  " b e in g " . F o r  a  th in g  m u s t  b e  a b le  to  
b e ,  b e fo r e  i t  i s  a b le  to  b e -g o o d , o r  " b e - v o lu n ta r y ,  o r  b e - f r e e ,  o r  
b e - p r a c t i c a l ,  and  s o  o n . T h e s e  a r e  a l l  p o s t e r i o r  d e te r m in a t io n s
to  e n t i ty ,  « m o d e s  o f  b e in g .

B . T h e r e f o r e  th e  p ro fo u n d e s t  a n a ly s i s  o f th in g s  i s  t h e i r  
a n a ly s is  in to  b e in g , and  in to  th e  r e a s o n s  o f t h e i r  b e ,  -  w h ich  a r e  
t h e i r  c a u s e s .  O n ly  w h en  th in g s  a r e  u n d e r s to o d  in  t e r m s  o f  b e in g  
a r e  th e y  t h e r e f o r e  p e r f e c t ly  u n d e r s to o d ,  th a t  i s ,  p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly  
u n d e r s to o d .

C , F r o m  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f o n to lo g ic a l ,  fo llo w  tw o  o th e r  
m a in  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  to  w it , t h a t  a g e n u in e  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  i n t e l l -  
e c tu a l i s t  an d  s y n th e t ic .

56* IN T E L L E C T U A L IS T : F o r ,  s in c e  th in g s  a r e  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  
in a s m u c h  a s  th e y  a r e  b e in g , and  s in c e  th e  fu n c tio n  o f 

p h ilo s o p h y  i s  to  a b s o r b  in to  th e  m in d , and  p r o f i t  b y , th e  u n d e r s ta n d *  
a b i l i ty  o f  th in g s  t p h ilo s o p h y  m u s t  g iv e  p r im a c y  in  k n o w led g e  to  
th a t  b y  w h ic h  th e  u n d e r s ta n d a b i l i ty  o f th in g s  i s  a b s o rb e d  and  w h ich  
p r o f i t s  th e r e b y ,  -  n a m e ly , to  i n t e l l e c t .  H e n ce  a g e n u in e  p h ilo s o p h y  
w il l  n o t b e - s e n s i s t ,  n o r  v o lu n ta r i s t ,  e tc .  -  b u t i n t e l l e c tu a l i s t ;

57 . S Y N T H E T IC : F o r ,  s in c e  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  a p e r f e c t  a b s o r p t io n  
o f  th e  u n d e r s ta n d a b i l i ty  o f  th in g s ,  i t  m u s t  o r d e r  a l l  th in g s  

u n d e r  t h e i r  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s ;  f o r  th in g s  a r e  p e r f e c t ly  u n d e r s to o d  o n ly  
w h e n  th e  r e a s o n s  o f  t h e i r  e n t i ty  ( i . e .  t h e i r  c a u s e s )  a r e  u n d e r s to o d .
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30.

T H E  ST A T E S  O F  P H IL O SO PH Y

58 . A C T U A L  AND H A B IT U A L  S T A T E : S in c e  p h ilo so p h y  i s  a

k n o w le d g e  a s  k n o w led g e  i s  found  in  th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t ,

w e m u s t  d is t in g u is h  tw o  s t a t e s  in  w h ich  p h i lo s o p h y  i s  found ; f o r  in  

tw o  s t a t e s  i s  h u m a n  k n o w led g e  found : th e  a c tu a l  s t a t e  and  th e  h a b itu a l  

s t a t e .  In  o th e r  w o rd s ,  p h ilo s o p h y  n a m e s  b o th  a n  a c t  and  a h a b i t .

59 . T H E  P H IL O S O P H IC A L  A C T : T h e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a c t  i s  th e

a c t  o f k now ing  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s ,  o f p e n e t r a t in g  in to  th in g s

e v e n  u n to  th e  d e e p e s t  r e a s o n s  o f  th e  e n ti ty  th a t  i s  in  th e m . C o n 

s e q u e n t ly  th e  fu n c tio n  o f th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  i s  n o t to  r e a r  u p  an  a r t i s t i c  

o r  p o e t ic a l  c o n s t r u c t io n  d iv o rc e d  f r o m  th e  r e a l :  r a t h e r ,  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  

m u s t  fo llo w  th e  r e a l ,  r e m a in  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  r e a l ,  s u b m it  to  i t s  

d o m in io n  o v e r  h is  m in d , a c c e p t  th e  te s t im o n y  th a t  th e  r e a l  b e a r s  

a b o u t i t s e l f ;  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  i s  bound, to  th e  r e a l ,  and  th e  a c t  o f 

p h i lo s o p h y  i s  a n  a b s o r p t io n  o f th e  r e a l  in to  th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t ,  a n  

a c c e p ta t io n  o f th e  r e a l  e v e n  u n to  i t s  d e e p e s t  c a u s e s .

A . W e m a y  e x p r e s s  th e  fu n c tio n  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  in

r e f la t io n  to  o r d e r .  (O R D E R  i s  D E F IN E D : n d is p o s i t io n  o r  a r r a n g e m e n t  

o f  m a n y  w ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  s o m e  f i r s t ’’ ). T o  know  th in g s  th ro u g h  

t h e i r  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s  i s  to  know  th e  o r d e r  th a t  e x i s t s  in  th in g s ;  f o r  

th in g s  a r e  d is p o s e d  to  t h e i r  h ig h e s t  c a u s e  a s  to w a rd s  s o m e  f i r s t ;  

h e n c e  th e r e  i s  a n  o r d e r  o f th in g s  a c c o rd in g  to  c a u s a l i ty ,  and  in  

e v e r y  o r d e r  c f  c a u s a l i ty  th e  h ig h e s t  c a u s e  i s  th e  first.:. T h e r e f o r e

to  know  th in g s  th ro u g h  t h e i r  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s  i s  to  kn o w  th e  o r d e r  

th a t  i s  i n  t h in g s .

B . L ow  w e m a y  d is t in g u is h  in  th in g s  a  fo u rfo ld  o r d e r :

a .  T h e  o r d e r  w h ich  th e  m in d  d i s c o v e r s  in  n a tu r a l

th in g s ;  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f th i s  o r d e r  i s  th a t  p a r t  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  w h ich  

i s  c a l le d  s p e c u la t iv e  ( s p e c u la r !  -  to  s c o u t  o u t, to  r e c o n n o i t r e ,  to  

e x p lo r e ) .

b . T h e  e r d e r  w h ic h  th e  m in d  m a k e s  in  i t s  ow n a c t:

th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th i s  o r d e r  i s  th a t  p a r t  o f p h i lo s o p h y  w h ich  i s  

c a l le d  lo g ic .

c .  T h e  o r d e r  w h ich  th e  m in d  m a k e s  in  th e  a c t  o f

th e  w ill:  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f th i s  o r d e r  i s  th a t  p a r t  o f p h ilo s o p h y  w h ich  

i s  c a l le d  e th ic s  o r  m o r a l  p h ilo s o p h y .

d . T h e  o r d e r  w h ich  th e  m in d  m a k e s  ( th ro u g h  a r t

an d  th e  e x e c u tiv e  p o w e rs )  in  e x te r n a l  t h in g s : T h e  k n o w led g e  o f th is  

o r d e r  i s  th a t  p a r t  o f p h ilo s o p h y  w h ic h  i s  c a l le d  p o i e t i c s .

C . T h is  m a y  b e  s u m m e d  u p  a s  fo llo w s

P h ilo so p h y  

i s  a  k n o w 

le d g e  o f  th e  

o r d e r

w hich th e  m in d  D ISC O V E R S: know n  b y  S P E C U L A T IV E  

P H IL O S O P H Y

jw h ic h  th e  m in d  M AKEsj

60 .

in  i t s  ow n a c t:  know n  b y  L O G IC  

in  i t s  w il l ’ s  a c t;  know n  b y  E T H IC S 

in  e x te r n a l  th in g s :  know n  b y  P O IE T IC S

T H E  H A BIT O F  PH IL O S O P H Y ; T h e  h a b it  o f p h ilo s o p h y  i s
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th e  h a b it  o f k n o w in g  th in g s  a s  o r d e r e d  b e n e a th  t h e i r  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s ;  
i t  i s  th e  k n o w le d g e , in  th e  s t a t e  o f h a b i t ,  o f th in g s  a s  th u s  o r d e r e d .

A . -An (o p e ra t iv e )  h a b it  i s :  " O b je c t iv e ly  s ta b le
q u a l i ty  b y  w h ich  s o m e th in g  i s  e i t h e r  w e ll o r  i l l  d is p o s e d  in  i t s e l f  
w ith  r e g a r d  to  o p e ra t io n ” c

B . H e n ce  th e  h a b it  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  (w h ich  in d e e d , a s
w e s h a l l  s e e ,  i s  n o t on e  h a b it ,  b u t a g ro u p  o f s e v e r a l  h a b i t s ) ,  i s  
D E F IN E D : " A n  h a b itu a l  k n o w le d g e  b y  w h ic h  th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t  i s  
w e ll  d is p o s e d  in  i t s e l f  to w a rd s  th e  a c t  o f k n o w in g  th in g s ,  u n d e r  
th e  n a tu r a l  l ig h t  o f th e  p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n ,  th ro u g h  t h e i r  h ig h e s t  
c a u s e s " .

C . In  a  few  w o r d s ,  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  h a b it  i s  a  q u a li ty ,
a n  h a b itu a l  k n o w le d g e , le n d in g  to  th e  m in d  a  r e a d in e s s  to  b e  m o v ed
b y  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n  to  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a c t ,  to  th e  a c t  o f 
k n o w in g  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s ;  i t  i s  a q u a l i ty  r e n d e r in g  th e  in te l l e c t  
e a s i l y  m o v a b le  b y  th e  p r in c ip le s  to  th e  k n o w in g  o f s u p r e m e  c a u s e s .  
F o r  th e  m o tiv e  o f th e  in te l l e c t  ( th a t w h ich  m o v e s  th e  in te l le c t )  in  
th e  a c t  o f p h ilo s o p h y  i s  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n ,  

j u s t  a s  w h a t m o v e r  b o d ily  s ig h t  to  s e e  i s  c o r p o r e a l  l ig h t .

P A R T  T W O

F H IL O S O P K Y  C O N SID E R E D  R E L A T IV E L Y  T O  IT S  OWN P A R T S

C H A P T E R  SIX

D IV ISION O F  P H IL O S O P H Y

61. M ODE O F  P R O C E D U R E : T h e  q u e s t io n  o f th e  d iv is io n  o f
p h ilo s o p h y  i s  e x t r e m e ly  d if f ic u lt ;  th e  t a s k  o f d iv id in g

p h ilo s o p h y  i s  a t a s k  o f d e te r m in in g ,  f i r s t ,  w h ich  a r e  th e  p a r t s  o f 
p h ilo s o p h y , and  s e c o n d ly ,  w h e th e r  th e s e  p a r t s  a r e  d i s t in c t  s c i e n c e s  
o r  m e r e ly  p a r t s  o f on e  s a m e  s c ie n c e ,

A . T h e  s o lu t io n  o f  th i s  p r o b le m , and  th e  r e a s o n s
w h ic h  im p o s e  th a t  s o lu t io n , in v o lv e  a  g r e a t  k n o w led g e  o f p h ilo so p h y ; 
h e n c e  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  p o s tp o n e  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  
q u e s t io n  u n t i l  th e  b e g in n e r  i s  s u f f ic ie n t ly  e q u ip p e d  to  f a c e  th e  q u e s t io n ;  
f o r  th e  q u e s t io n  i s  n o t one  th a t  b e lo n g s  to  an  in tro d u c t io n  to  p h ilo so p h y ; 
b u t w h a t d o e s  b e lo n g  to  a n  in t r o d u c t io n  to  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  a n  e x p o s i t io n , 
to  b e  a c c e p te d  p r o v is io n a l ly  m e a n w h ile , o f th e  a n s w e r  to  th e  q u e s t io n .

B . A c c o rd in g ly  w e s h a l l  h e r e  m e r e ly  in d ic a te  w h ich  
a r e  th e  p a r t s  o f  p h ilo s o p h y , la y in g  i t  dow n  a ls o  p r o v is io n a l ly  th a t  th e s e  
p a r t s  a r e  d i s t in c t  s c i e n c e s ,  d i s t in c t  p h i lo s o p h ie s ,  -  n o t m e r e ly  
p a r t s  o f on e  s c ie n c e  n o r  o f on e  p h ilo s o p h y ,

6 2 . D IV E R S E  P H IL O S O P H IC A L  SC IE N C E S : W e m u s t  f i r s t
d is t in g u is h  t h r e e  m a in  o r d e r s  o f p h ilo so p h y : -

A . P H IL O S O P H Y  O F  T H O U G H T : T h is  i s  th e
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  k n o w led g e  o f th e  o r d e r  w h ich  th e  m in d  m a k e s  in  i t s
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th o u g h t; i t  i s  c a l le d  r a t io n a l  p h ilo s o p h y , o r  lo g ic .

E .  P H IL O S O P H Y  O F  T H IN G S; T h is  i s  c a l le d  r e a l

p h ilo s o p h y , o r  s p e c u la t iv e  p h ilo s o p h y . I t i s  c a l le d  r e a l , b e c a u s e  

i t  i s  a p h ilo s o p h y  o f th in g s  a s  th e  m in d  f in d s  th e m . I t  i s  c a l le d  s p e c 

u la t iv e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  c o n s i s t s  in  m e r e ly  v ie w in g  (s p e c u la n d o )  th in g s  a s  

th e y  a r e ,  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  o r d e r  o f d e p e n d e n c e  u p o n  t h e i r  s u p r e m e  

c a u s e s ,  -  and  d o e s  n o t c o n s i s t  in  k n o w in g  a n  o r d e r  w h ich  th e  m in d  

m a k e s  (c f . n . 5 9 ), n o r  in  d i r e c t in g  th e  a c t iv i ty  o f  th e  m in d  o r  w ill  

o r  e x e c u tiv e  p o w e r s ,  -  th u s  d o e s  i t  d i f f e r  f r o m  lo g ic ,  e th ic s  

a n d p o ie t ic s .  N ow  w ith  r e g a r d  to  s u p r a - e x p e r im e n ta l  s p e c u la t iv e  

s c i e n c e ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  d is t in g u is h  t h r e e  g r a d e s  o f l e v e l s  o f  

lu m in o s i ty ,  and  a c c o rd in g ly  t h r e e  g r a d e s  o f e v id e n c e , and  c o n s e q u e n tly  

t h r e e  g r a d e s  o r  m o d e s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c a l ly  k n o w in g .

a .  A n E X A M P L E  w ill  h e lp  to  m a k e  th i s  c le a r ;  

a l .  Im a g in e  th a t  th e  h u m a n  e y e  co u ld  b e  sw itc h e d

to  r e g i s t e r  l ig h t  r a y s  b o th  ab o v e  and  b e lo w  ( i .  e .  lo n g e r  and  s h o r t e r  

r a y s )  th e  r a n g e  w h ich  i t  now  in  f a c t  r e g i s t e r s ;  th a t  i t  co u ld  b e  

s w itc h e d  to  r e g i s t e r  i n f r a - r e d  and  u l t r a - v i o l e t  r a y s .

a 2 . Im a g in e  th a t  th e  p o w e r -h o u s e  s e n t  o v e r  th e  w i r e s  

to  th e  la m p - g lo b e  i l lu m in a t iv e  e n e r g y  o n  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  p la n e s ,  

w ith  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  a c c o rd in g  a s  th e  la m p - b u lb  w a s  s w itc h e d  th u s  o r  

t h u s ,  i t  w ou ld  d if fu s e  i n f r a - r e d  r a y s ,  and  s e c o n d ly  l ig h t  r a y s  r a n g in g  

b e tw e e n  r e d  and  v io le t ,  and  t h i r d l y  u l t r a  -v io le t  r a y s .

a 3 . T h e  r e s u l t  w ou ld  b e  t h r e e  p la n e s  o f lu m in o s i ty  o r  

o f  m a n i f e s tn e s s  o f th in g s  to  h u m a n  s ig h t .

a 4 . T h e  f u r t h e r  r e s u l t  w ou ld  b e  t h r e e  p la n e s  o f  v is io n ,  

t h r e e  l e v e l s  o f  e y e s ig h t ,  to  w h ic h  th e  e y e  w ould  n e e d  to  

b e  a d ju s te d  o r  s w itc h e d .

a 5 . T h e r e  w ould  b e  a  lo w e s t  g r a d e  o f  l ig h t  ( u l t r a - v io l e t  

l ig h t ) ,  a  s e c o n d  g r a d e  o f l ig h t  (o u r  p r e s e n t  l ig h t ) ,  a  t h i r d  an d  h ig h e s t  

g r a d e  o f  l ig h t  ( i n f r a - r e d  l ig h t ) .

a 6 . T h e r e  w ould  b e  a  lo w e s t  p la n e  o f m a n i f e s tn e s s  o r  

e v id e n c e  o f  th in g s  to  s ig h t  ( m a n i f e s tn e s s  u n d e r  u l t r a - v io l e t  l ig h t) ,  a 

s e c o n d  p la n e  o f  m a n i f e s tn e s s  ( m a n i f e s tn e s s  u n d e r  o u r  p r e s e n t  l ig h t) ,  

an d  a t h i r d  and  h ig h e s t  p la n e  o f  m a n i f e s tn e s s  ( m a n i f e s tn e s s  u n d e r  

i n f r a - r e d  l ig h t ) .

a 7 . T h e r e  w ou ld  b e  a  lo w e s t  p la n e  o f s ig h t  ( s ig h t b y  

u l t r a - v io le t ,  l ig h t ) ,  a  s e c o n d  p la n e  o f  s ig h t  ( s ig h t  b y  o u r  p r e s e n t  

l ig h t ) ,  and a  t h i r d  and  h ig h e s t  p la n e  o f s ig h t  ( s ig h t  b y  i n f r a - r e d  l ig h t ) .

b .  N ow , in  p o in t o f f a c t ,  a l l  t h i s  i s  n o t r e a l i s e d  in  th e  

c a s e  o f  c o r p o r e a l  l ig h t  and  s ig h t ;  b u t i t  i s  r e a l i s e d  in  th e  c a s e  o f th e  

l ig h t  b y  w h ich  o u r  in te l l e c t  s e e s .

b l .  T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  p la n e s  o r  g r a d e s  o r  l e v e l s  o f  th e  

l ig h t  u n d e r  w h ich  th in g s  a r e  m a n i f e s t  to  o u r  i n t e l l e c t  ( th e y  a r e  th e  

t h r e e  g r a d e s  o f  e m in e n t ia l  i m m a te r i a l i t y  o r  a b s t r a c te d n e s s  f r o m  th e  

l im i ta t io n s  to  k n o w a b ili ty  th a t  m a t t e r  im p o s e s , -  f o r  m a t t e r

i s  th e  o b s ta c le  to  k n o w a b ili ty ) .

b 2 . T h e r e  a r e  a c c o rd in g ly  t h r e e  p la n e s  o f m a n i f e s tn e s s  

o f  th in g s  to  o u r  in te l l e c t  ( i . e .  t h r e e  l e v e l s  o f  in te l l ig ib i l i ty ) .

b 3 . T h e r e  a r e  a g a in  a c c o rd in g ly  t h r e e  p la n e s  o f k n o w in g  

e x e r c i s e d  b y  o u r  i n t e l l e c t .

c .  I t  fo llo w s  f r o m  th i s  th a t  o u r  i n t e l l e c t  e x e r c i s e s  

s u p r a - e x p e r im e n ta l  s p e c u la t iv e  s c ie n c e  o n  t h r e e  p la n e s ;  o n  th e  f i r s t  

o r  lo w e s t  p la n e ,  n a tu r a l  p h ilo so p h y ; o n  th e  s e c o n d  p la n e , m a th e m a t ic s ;
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o n  th e  t h i r d  and  h ig h e s t  p la n e ,  m e ta p h y s ic s .

c l .  B u t,  a s  w e have: n o te d  p r e v io u s ly  (nn . 1 9 -2 0 ), 
m a th e m a t ic s  i s  n o t a p h ilo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e .

c 2 . T h is  l e a v e s  u s  tw o  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s  o f  th in g s ,  
to  w it: n a tu r a l  p h ilo s o p h y  o n  th e  lo w e s t  p la n e  o f lu m in o s i ty ,  and  
m e ta p h y s ic s  o n  th e  h ig h e s t  p la n e  th e r e o f .  F o r  th i s  r e a s o n  s p e c u la t iv e  
p h i lo s o p h y  i s  d iv id e d  in to  n a tu r a l  p h ilo s o p h y  and  m e ta p h y s ic s .

C . P H IL O S O P H Y  O F  T H E  PRACTICAL: T h is  i s  c a l le d
p r a c t i c a l  p h ilo s o p h y .

a .  B u t p r a c t ic e  i s  tw o fo ld , to  w it: d o in g  and  m a k in g .
b .  T h is  d i s t in c t io n  g iv e s  r i s e  to  tw o  d i s t in c t  p r a c t i c a l  

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s ,  n am ely *  e th ic s  and  p o ie t ic s .
b l .  E th ic s  d e a l s  w ith  h u m a n  d o in g , th a t  i s  w ith  h u m a n

a c ts  in a s m u c h  a s  th e y  a r e  u s e s  o f  h u m a n  f r e e d o m , o r d e r e d  to w a rd s  
th e  u l t im a te  E nd  o f h u m a n  a c t iv i ty ,  o r  in  o th e r  w o r d s ,  w ith  h u m a n  
a c ts  a s  th e y  a r e  s u i ta b le  o r  u n s u i ta b le  f o r  m a n .

b 2 . P o ie t i c s  t r e a t s  o f  h u m a n  m a k in g , th a t  is*  w ith  
h u m a n  p r a c t i c e  in a s m u c h  a s  i t  i s  u n to  th e  p ro d u c t io n  o f  s o m e  e x te r n a l  
e f f e c t ;  h e n c e  w h e r e a s  e th ic s  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  h u m a n  p r a c t i c e  in a s m u c h  
a s  s u c h  p r a c t i c e  i s  u n to  th e  good o f th e  a g e n t ,  m a n , p o ie t ic s  i s  c o n c e rn e d  
w ith  h u m a n  p r a c t i c e  in a s m u c h  a s  i t  i s  u n to  th e  good o f th e  p ro d u c t ,  
th e  a r t i f a c t ;  p o ie t ic s  i s  a c c o rd in g ly  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  a r t .

c .  H o w e v e r , w ith  r e s p e c t  to  e th ic s  and  p o ie t ic s  i t  i s
to  b e  n o te d  th a t  th e y  a r e  o n ly  r e m o t e l y - p r a c t i c a l ,  ( s p e c u la t i v e - p r a c t i c a l ,  
n o t p r a c t i c e - p r a c t i c a l ) ;

c l .  f o r  e th ic s  i s  n o t p r o x im a te ly  d i r e c t iv e  o r  r e g u la t iv e
o f h u m a n  a c t s  a s  p ru d e n c e  i s ,  and  on e  m a y  h a v e  g r e a t  e th ic a l  k n o w led g e  
and  y e t  s i n  m u c h ;

c 2 . n o r  i s  p o ie t ic s  p r o x im a te ly  d i r e c t i v e  o t  r e g u la t iv e  
o f  p ro d u c t io n , and  o n e  m a y  h a v e  g r e a t  k n o w le d g e  b y  w a y  o f  th e  th e o r y  
o f  a r t  and  y e t  b e  a v e r y  b a d  a r t i s t :  ju s t  a s  h u m a n  d o in g  i s  p r o x im a te ly  
r e g u la te d  b y  p ru d e n c e  and  o n ly  r e m o te ly  d i r e c te d  b y  e th ic s  o r  m o r a l  
th e o r y ,  s o  h u m a n  m a k in g  i s  p r o x im a te ly  r e g u la te d  b y  a r t  and  o n ly  
r e m o te ly  b y  p o ie t ic s  o r  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  th e o r y  o f  a r t .

6 3 . S C H E M A T IC  D IV ISIO N  O F  PH IL O S O P H Y : T h e  d iv is io n  o f 
p h i lo s o p h y  c a n  a c c o rd in g ly  b e  th u s  s c h e m a t ic a l ly  sh o w n : -

P h i l 
o so p h y

; r e a l , s p e c u l a t i v e

R A T ION A L : L O G IC : P h i lo s o p h y  o f  th o u g h t .

o n  3 rd  g r a d e  o f  l ig h t :  
M E T A PH Y SIC S

o n  1 s t g r a d e  o f l ig h t :  
N A T U R A L  PH IL O S O P H Y

P h ilo s o p h y
~ Wo f  th in g s

P R A C T IC A L

A bout d o in g : E T H IC S

A bou t m a k in g : P O IE T IC S

 ̂I P h ilo s o p h y  o f p r a c t ic e ,
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64 M O RE E L A B O R A T E  D IV ISION : T h e  d iv is io n  m a y  b e  p r e s e n te d  
m o r e  e la b o r a te ly  th u s :
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D E F IN IT IO N S  O F  P H IL O S O P H IC A L  S C IE N C E S : I t  w ill  

b e  h e lp fu l now  to  in d ic a te  th e  d e f in i t io n s  o f th e s e  s c ie n c e s  

(C f. n . 41, B ):

A . L O G IC :

a .  I t s  s u b je c t :  M e n ta l b e in g  o f  s e c o n d  in te n t io n  ( i . e .  

th e  m e n ta l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  c o n c e p ts ,  w h ic h  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  p r e d ic a b i l i ty ,  

p r e d ic a t io n  and  i l l a t io n ) .  O ne m a y  s a y  in  a  p o p u la r  f a s h io n  

th a t  i t s  s u b je c t  i s  th e  n a r c h i te c tu r e "  o f  th o u g h t) .

b . I t s  d e f in i t io n :  S c ie n c e  o f m e n ta l  b e in g  o f s e c o n d  

in te n t io n .

B . N A T U R A L  P H IL O S O P H Y :

a . I t s  s u b je c t :  M o v ab le  b e in g  c o n s id e r e d  o n to lo g ic a l ly

( i ,  e .  b e in g  s u b je c t  to  s e n s ib le  m o v e m e n t , -  w h ich  i s  t h r e e  

fo ld , to  w it ,  lo c a l  m o v e m e n t , a c c o rd in g  to  p la c e ,  p h y s ic a l  o r  

q u a l i ta t iv e  m o v e m e n t, a c c o rd in g  to  q u a l i ty ,  and  q u a n t i ta t iv e  

m o v e m e n t w h ich  i s  i n c r e a s e  and d e c r e a s e ) .

b .  I t s  d e f in i t io n :  P e r f e c t  s c ie n c e  o f b e in g  f o r a s m u c h  a s  i t  

i s  m o v a b le  b e in g .

0 .  M E T A PH Y S IC S:

a .  I t s  s u b je c t :  B e in g  f o r a s m u c h  a s  i t  i s  b e in g .

b .  I t s  d e f in i t io n :  T h e  p e r f e c t  s c ie n c e  o f  b e in g  fo r a s m u c h  

a s  i t  i s  b e in g .

D . E T H IC S :

a .  I t s  s u b je c t :  M o ra l i ty ,  o r :  H u m a n  a c t s  a s  m o r a l .

b .  I t s  d e f in i t io n s :  P h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c ie n c e  o f  m o r a l i ty :  o r  

P h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c ie n c e  o f m o r a l  a c t s .

E .  P O IE T IC S :

a .  I t s  s u b je c t :  A r t .

b . I t s  d e f in i t io n :  S p e c u la t iv e - p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e  o f a r t .

C H A P T E R  SIX 

U N IT Y  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y

6 6 . Q U E S T IO N : W e h a v e  s e e n  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  f iv e  p h i lo s o p h ie s ,  

f iv e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s  o r  h a b i t s .  W e h a v e  now  

to  c o n s id e r  th e  u n i ty  found b e tw e e n  th e s e  f iv e  h a b i t s .

A . T h is  q u e s t io n  a ls o  i s  v e r y  d i f f ic u l t ,  and  s u p p o s e s  

a g r e s t  d e a l  o f p h i lo s o p h ic a l  k n o w led g e  f o r  i t s  s o lu t io n ;  th e  fu ll  

t r e a tm e n t  o f i t  t h e r e f o r e  d o e s  n o t b e lo n g  to  a n  in tro d u c t io n  to  

p h ilo so p h y ; to  t r e a t  i t  fu l ly  in  th e  in tr o d u c t io n  i s  to  m a k e  p h ilo s o p h y  

i t s e l f  i t s  ow n in tr o d u c t io n ,  -  w h ic h  i s  a fa t i l t  o f  m e th o d  and  a b s u rd ;  

i t  w ould  m e a n  th a t  o n e  w ou ld  n e e d  to  b e  a l r e a d y  a p h i lo s o p h e r  in  o r d e r  

to  b e  in tro d u c e d  to  p h ilo s o p h y .

B . H e n c e  h e r e  w e m e r e ly  in d ic a te  th e  a n s w e r  g iv e n  to  th i s  

q u e s t io n .

6 7 . SO L U T IO N : T h e  f i r s t  d iv is io n  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  in to  p h ilo s o p h y
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IM P R O P E R L Y  S O -C A L L E D  o r  p h ilo s o p h y  t a k e n  IN  -A Q U A L IF IE D  
S E N S E  (SEC U N D U M  Q U ID ) an d  p h ilo s o p h y  P R O P E R L Y  S O -C A L L E D  
o r  p h ilo s o p h y  ta k e n  S IM P L Y .

A . P h ilo so p h y :

a .  IM P R O P E R L Y  s o -c a l le d  o r  p h ilo s o p h y  ta k e n  
'S E C U N D U M  QUID* i s  L O G IC , w h ich  i s  a ls o  c a l le d  IN S T R U M E N T A L  
p h ilo so p h y ;

a l .  I t  i s  s a id  to  b e  p h ilo s o p h y  im p r o p e r ly  s o - c a l l e d  o r  
'S E C U N D U M  QU ID  (u n d e r  q u a li f ic a t io n ) f o r  th e  r e a s o n  th a t  i t  i s  
n o t s c ie n c e  o f  r e a l  b e in g  o r  o f  r e a l i t y ,  s in c e  i t s  s u b je c t  
i s  n o t r e a l  b e in g , b u t m e n ta l  b e in g .

a 2 . I t  i s  c a l le d  i n s t r u m e n ta l  p h i lo s o p h y  f o r  th e  r e a s o n  
th a t  i t  i s ,  s o  to  s p e a k ,  a  s c i e n c e  w h ich  p h ilo s o p h y  p r o p e r ly  s o -  
c a l le d  u s e s  a s  a n  in s t r u m e n t  in  i t s  p r o c e s s e s .

b .  B u t p h ilo s o p h y  P R O P E R L Y  s o - c a l l e d  o r  ta k e n  S IM P L Y  
c o n s i s t s  o f  th e  o th e r  f o u r  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s ,  to  w it:

b l .  n a tu r a l  p h ilo s o p h y , o r  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  n a tu r e ;  
b 2 . m e ta p h y s ic s ,  o r  f i r s t  p h ilo so p h y ;
b 3 . e th i c s ,  o r  m o r a l  p h ilo so p h y ; 
b 4 . p o ie t i c s ,  o r  p h ilo s o p h y  o f a r t .

c . T h e  U N IT Y  b e tv /e e n  p h ilo s o p h y  IM P R O P E R L Y  s o - c a l l e d  
o r  p h ilo s o p h y  ta k e n  IN  A Q U A L IF IE D  SE N SE  (L O G IC ) o n  th e  o n e  h a n d , 
and  p h ilo s o p h y  P R O P E R L Y  s o - c a l l e d  o r  p h ilo s o p h y  ta k e n  S IM F L Y
o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , i s  A N A L O G IC A L  U N IT Y , and  in d e e d  u n i ty  o f  
a n a lo g y  o f  p r o p e r  p r o p o r t io n a l i ty ;  w h ic h  i s  to  s a y :  b o th  a r e  c a l le d  
p h ilo s o p h y , and  n e i th e r  o f  th e m  in d e e d  b y  m e r e  m e ta p h o r ,  b u t 
th e  g e n u in e  n a tu r e  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  found  in  e a c h  o f  th e m , y e t  in  
a f a s h io n  m o r e  u n s a m e  th a n  s a m e .

B . B u t p h ilo s o p h y  P R O P E R L Y  s o - c a l l e d  o r  p h ilo s o p h y  
S IM F L Y  ta k e n  i s  a G E N U S, s o  th a t  S P E C U L A T IV E  p h ilo s o p h y  and  
P R A C T IC A L  p h ilo s o p h y  h a v e  b e tw e e n  th e m  a  g e n e r i c  u n i ty .

a . T h is  h ig h e s t  g e n u s  i s  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  lo w e r  g e n e r a ,
to  w it ,  S P E C U L A T IV E  p h ilo s o p h y  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d , and  P R A C T IC A L  
p h i lo s o p h y  o n  th e  o th e r .

b .  S P E C U L A T IV E  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a  g e n u s  w h ich  
i s  d iv id e d  in to  T W C  S P E C IE S , to  w it:

b l .  N A T U R A L  P H IL O S O P H Y , 
b 2 , and  M E T A P H Y S IC S .

c .  P R A C T IC A L  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  s i m i l a r l y  a  g e n u s  w h ich  i s  
d iv id e d  in to  T W O  S P E C IE S , to  w it:

c l .  E T H IC S , 
c 2 . and  P O IE T IC S .

6 8 . SC H E M A T IC  SY N O PSIS: A c c o rd in g ly  th e  u n i ty  o f  p h ilo s o p h y
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P H IL O S O P H Y

I I m p r o p e r ly  s o - c a l l e d  
* and  n a m e d  p h ilo s o p h y  

u n d e r  q u a li f ic a t io n :  
L o g ic .

P R O P E R L Y  SO C A L L E D  
AND N A M ED  F K IL O S O F H Y  

S IM P L Y .

S P E C U L A T IV E
P H IL O S O P H Y

______ I________
N A T U R A L  M E T A PH Y S IC  

P H IL O S O P H Y
il

P R A C T IC A L
P H IL O S O P H Y

E T H IC S  F O IE T IC S

C H A P T E R  S E V E N  

O R D E R  AM ONG T H E  P H IL O S O P H IC A L  S C IE N C E S .

6 9 t O R D E R  O F  P R O C E D U R E : A m o n g  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l
s c ie n c e s  w e m u s t  d is t in g u is h  f o u r  o r d e r s ,  c o r r e s p o n d in g  

to  th e  f o u r  c a u s e s ,  t h u s : -

a c c o rd in g  to  f o r m a l  c a u s e :  O R D E R  O F  P E R F E C T IO N
o r  o f  N O B IL IT Y ........................................     A r t .  I

O r d e r
a m o n g
p h ilo s o p h ic a l
s c ie n c e s

a c c o rd in g  to  e f f ic ie n t  c a u s e :  O R D E R  O F  
S U B A L T E R N A T IO N .......................................   # ,

a c c o rd in g  to  f in a l  c a u s e :  O R D E R  O F  ENDS

........ A r t .  2

• • • . A r t ,  £

a c c o rd in g  to  m a t e r i a l  c a u s e :  O R D E R  O F  T E A C H IN G , .A r t ,  4

A R T IC L E  O N E

O R D E R  O F  P E R F E C T IO N

7 0 , T W O F O L D  O R D E R  O F  N O B IL IT Y : In  s c ie n c e s  a r e  to  b e  
d is t in g u is h e d  tw o  o r d e r s  o f  n o b i l i ty ,

A . F o r  a f i r s t  o r d e r  i s  ta k e n  f r o m  th e  i n t r i n s i c  n a tu r e  
o f  s c i e n c e  in  i t s e l f ;  o r  in  o th e r  w o rd s ,  f r o m  th e  s c ie n c e  a s  i t  i s  
s c i e n c e .

E .  B u t a  s e c o n d  o r d e r  i s  ta k e n  f r o m  th e  s c ie n c e  a s  i t  i s  
a s  i t  o f h u m a n  v a lu e ,  i . e .  a s  p e r f e c t iv e  of m a n ,

71. O R D E R  O F  P E R F E C T IO N  AS SCIENCE*. T h u s  c o n s id e r e d  
th e  n o b i l i ty  o r  d ig n ity  o f a s c ie n c e  i s  t a k e n  f r o m  i t s  

s p e c i f ic a t iv e  o b je c t ,  w h e r e f r o m  i s  ta k e n  i t s  n a tu r e  ( c f ,  n  3 8 D .d *  
T h u s  ta k e n ,  th e  o r d e r  o f p e r f e c t io n  i s  a s  fo llo w s : w
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A . F i r s t ,  M E T A P H Y S IC S .

B . S e c o n d , L O G IC .

C . T h i r d ,  E T H IC S .

D . F o u r th ,  N A T U R A L  F H IL C S O P H Y .

E . F i f th ,  PO IE T IC S*

7 2 . O R D E R  O F  P E R F E C T IO N  AS P E R F E C T IV E  O F  MAN:
A c c o rd in g  to  n o b i l i ty  a s  p e r f e c t iv e  o f  m a n , E T H IC S  i s  th e  

n o b le s t  o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s ;

A . F o r  e th ic s  i s  c o n c e rn e d  ab o u t th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  m a n
to  th a t  end  w h ic h , i f  m a n  w e r e  n o t e le v a te d  to  a s u p e r n a tu r a l  e n d , 
w ould  b e  h is  s u p r e m e  e n d , an d  w h ich  in d e e d  i s  e m in e n t ly  c o n ta in e d  
in  h is  s u p r e m e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  end ; h e n c e  e th ic s  i s  c o n c e rn e d  ab o u t w h a t 
m a k e s  m a n  s im p ly  good ( i . e .  a good m a n , -  a s  d i s t in c t  f r o m  a good 
g r a m m a r i a n  o r  good p o e t o r  good f a r m e r  o r  good s o l d i e r  o r  good 
e n g in e e r ) .

B . W h ile  p o ie t ic s  i s  f r o m  th i s  p o in t o f  v ie w  th e  lo w e s t  
o f t h e s e  s c i e n c e s ,  f o r  i t s  c o n c e r n  i s  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f m a n  to  th e  
good o f an  e x te r n a l  p ro d u c t ,  s u c h  a n  e n g in e  o r  a f a r m  o r  a p o em  
o r  a s ta tu e ;  p o ie t ic s  i s  t h e r e f o r e  c o n c e rn e d  ab o u t w h a t m a k e s  m a n  
o n ly  S e c u n d u m  q u id 1 (u n d e r  s o m e  r e s e r v a t io n )  g o o d , -  a s  a n  
a r t i s t  o r  a r t i f i c e r ,  good in  r e l a t i o n  to  a n  e x te r n a l  w o rk .

C . T h e  r e m a in in g  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s  d i r e c t  m a n  to  
s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  good w ith in  h im s e l f ,  s u c h  a s  t r u th  ab o u t b e in g ; 
th e y  a c c o rd in g ly  o c c u p y  f r o m  th i s  p o in t o f v ie w  a n  in te r m e d ia te  
p o s i t io n .

D . W hich  i s  th u s  i l l u s t r a t e d : -

E th ic s
A bout d i r e c t io n  o f  m a n  to  S U P R E M E  e n d . 

A bou t w h a t m a k e s  m a n  S IM P L Y  g o o d .

O r d e r  o f  n o b 
i l i t y  a s  p e r 
f e c t iv e  o f  m a n

; M e ta p h y s ic s ,  
N a tu ra l  p h il -  
o so p h y ,

; L o g ic

P**
A bout d i r e c t io n  o f  m a n  to  P  A R T IC U L A R  
E n d s .

A bout w h a t m a k e s  m a n  good * s e c u n d u m  
quid* in  h im s e l f  A B S O L U T E L Y .

JA bout d i r e c t i o n  o f  m e n  to  P A R T IC U L A R  e n d . 
P o ie t i c s

I A bout w h a t m a k e s  m a n  good S e c u n d u m  quid* in  
" I h im s e l f  R E L A T IV E L Y  to  e x te r n a l  p r o d u c t  o f  w q rk .

A R T IC L E  TW O  

O R D E R  O F  SU B A L T E R N A T IO N

73 . KINDS O F  SU B A L T E R N A T IO N  FO U N D  H E R E : T h e  k in d s  o f
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s u b a l te r n a t io n  found  a m o n g  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s :  

A . A re  a s  th u s  in d ic a te d :  -

b n  th e  s c o r e  of o r d e r  o r  o f d e f in i t io n

o n  th e  s c o r e  o f s u b je c t
S u b a l te r n a t io n  
o f  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  
s c i e n c e s

o n  th e  s c o r e  
o f p r in c ip le s

S u b a l te r n a t io n  s im p ly

V

and  p r o p e r  

b u t im p r o p e r

\ S u b a l te rn a t io n  1 s e c u n d u m  q u id 1

B . SUB A L T E R N A T IO N  o f  a s c ie n c e  i s  th e  s u b o rd in a t io n
o f  th a t  s c ie n c e  to  a n o th e r  s c i e n c e .  N ow  a s c ie n c e  m a y  b e  s u b o rd in a te d  
o n  o n e  o r  s o m e  o f t h r e e  s c o r e s  to  a n o th e r  s c i e n c e .

C . SUB A L T E R N A T IO N  ON T H E  S C O R E  O F  D E F IN IT IO N :
a . T h is  k ind  o f s u b a l te r n a t io n  i s  had  w h en  th e  o b je c t  and  

n a tu r e  o f o n e  s c ie n c e  i s  d e te r m in e d  o r  d e f in e d  b y  a n o th e r .
b .  In  t h i s  w is e ,  th a t  s c ie n c e  w h ich  c l a s s i f i e s  th e  s c ie n c e s  

s u b a l te r n a t e s  a l l  o th e r  s c i e n c e s  to  i t s e l f ,  -  f o r  i t  d e f in e s  th e  o b je c t  
and  n a tu r e  o f  e a c h , a s s ig n in g  to  e a c h  th e  m a t t e r  and  fo r m  o f  i t s  
o b je c t .

D . S U B A L T E R N A T IO N  ON T H E  SC O R E  O F  S U B JE C T :
a .  T h is  k in d  o f s u b a l te r n a t io n  i s  h ad  w h en  th e  s u b je c t  o f  

o n e  s c ie n c e  i s  c o n ta in e d  u n d e r  th e  s u b je c t  o f a n o th e r  s c i e n c e ,  b u t in  
s u c h  w is e  th a t  th e  s u b je c t  o f th e  s u b a l te r n a te  s c ie n c e  r e s u l t s  f r o m
th e  a d d it io n  o f a n  a c c id e n ta l  d i f f e r e n c e  to  th e  s u b je c t  o f th e  s u b o rd in a t in g  
s c ie n c e .

b .  T h u s ,  th e  s u b je c t  o f g e o m e tr y  i s  q u a n ti ty  d e te r m in e d  b y  
f ig u r e  ( i .  e .  s h a p e d  q u a n ti ty ) ;  c o n ta in e d  w ith in  th i s  s u b je c t  i s  l in e ;  now  
i f  w e add  to  l in e  th e  a c c id e n ta l  d i f f e r e n c e  • v is u a l1, w e g e t th e  s u b je c t  
o f p e r s p e c t iv e  s c ie n c e ,  -  (a p p lie d  in  a r c h i t e c t u r e  ta k e n  a s  a f in e  a r t ) ;  
and  s o  p e r s p e c t iv e  s c ie n c e  i s  s u b o rd in a te d  o r  s u b a l te r n a te d  to  
g e o m e tr y .

E . S U B A L T E R N A T IO N  S IM P L Y  AND P R O P E R  ON T H E  
SC O R E  O F  P R IN C IP L E S :

a .  T h is  k in d  o f  s u b a l te r n a t io n  i s  h ad  w h en  on e  s c ie n c e  la c k s  
s e l f - e v id e n t  p r in c ip le s  o f  i t s  o w n , and  h a s  f o r  i t s  p r in c ip le s  th e  
c o n c lu s io n s  o f a n o th e r  s c i e n c e .

b .  T h is  k in d  o f  s u b a l te r n a t io n  a lw a y s  g o e s  w ith  th e  p re c e d in g  
k in d . H e n ce  th u s  i s  p e r s p e c t iv e  s u b a l te r n a te d  to  g e o m e tr y .

F .  S U B A L T E R N A T IO N  S IM P L Y  B U T  IM P R O P E R , ON T H E  
SC O R E  O F  P R IN C IP L E S : T h is  k ind  o f s u b a l te r n a t io n  i s  h ad  w h en , 
s in c e  th e  s u b je c t  o f o n e  s c ie n c e  i s  a  c o n tr a c t io n  o f  th e  s u b je c t  o f 
a n o th e r ,  i t s  p r in c ip le s  a r e  a c o n tr a c t io n  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  
o th e r .

G . S U B A L T E R N A T IO N  *SECUNDUM  QUID* ON T H E  SC O R E  
O F  P R IN C IP L E S : T h is  k in d  o f s u b a l te r n a t io n  i s  h ad  w h en  o n e  s c ie n c e  
s o m e t im e s  u s e s  th e  h e lp  o f a n o th e r ,  a lth o u g h  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  
in d e p e n d e n t o f  th a t  o th e r ,  and  p r o v e s  i t s  c o n c lu s io n s  f r o m  p r in c ip le s  
o f  i t s  ow n.

H . T h e s e  v a r io u s  s u b a l te r n a t io n s  c l e a r ,  w e c a n  now  e x a m in e
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w h e th e r ,  and  in  w h a t m a n n e r ,  th e y  a r e  found  a m o n g  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  
s c i e n c e s .

7 4 . S U B A L T E R N A T IO N  AM ONG P H IL O S O P H IC A L  S C IE N C E S :
T h e  s u b a l te r n a t io n  found  a m o n g  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s  i s  

a s  f o l lo w s : -

A . SUB A L T E R N A T IO N  ON T H E  SC O R E  O F  D E F IN IT IO N :
T h u s  a l l  o th e r  s c i e n c e s  a r e  s u b a l te r n a te d  to  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  f o r  th e  
c la s s i f i c a t io n  o f th e  s c i e n c e s ,  and  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f  th e  o b je c ts  and  
e s s e n c e  o f e a c h  i s  a  m e ta p h y s ic a l  a c t .  F o r  " s a p i e n t i s  e s t  o r d in a r e
-  i t  i s  th e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  w is e  to  s e t  in  o r d e r " , -  an d  m e ta p h y s ic s  i s  
n a tu r a l  w is d o m  in  th e  p r o p e r  s e n s e  o f  th e  t e r m  W isd o m * .

B . S U B A L T E R N A T IO N  ON T H E  S C O R E  O F  S U B JE C T :
T h u s  e th ic s  and  p o ie t ic s  a r e  s u b a l te r n a te d  to  n a tu r a l  p h ilo so p h y ; 
f o r  h u m a n  p r a c t i c e  i s  ( p a r t  o f) th e  s u b je c t  o f  n a tu r a l  p h ilo so p h y ;

a .  b u t e th ic s  o b ta in s  i t s  s u b je c t  b y  th e  a d d it io n  to  th e  
h u m a n  p r a c t i c e  o f  th e  a c c id e n ta l  d i f f e r e n c e  ‘m o ra l* ;

b .  w h ile  p o ie t ic s  o b ta in s  i t s  s u b je c t  b y  th e  a d d it io n  to  
i t  o f th e  a c c id e n ta l  d i f f e r e n c e  ‘ fac tive*  o r  ‘o r d e r e d  to  th e  good  o n  
a n  e x te r n a l  p r o d u c t .

C . S U B A L T E R N A T IO N  S IM P L Y  AND P R O P E R , ON T H E  
SC O R E  O F  P R IN C IP L E S : N o s u c h  s u b a l te r n a t io n  i s  found  a m o n g  th e  
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s  r e l a t i v e ly  to  o n e  a n o th e r .  F o r  e v e r y  p h i l 
o s o p h ic a l  s c ie n c e  h a s  i t s  ow n  e v id e n t  p r in c ip le s .

D . S U B A L T E R N A T IO N  S IM P L Y  B U T  IM P R O P E R , ON
T H E  SC O R E  O F  P R IN C IP L E S : T h u s  a l l  o th e r  s c i e n c e s  a r e  s u b a l te r n a te d  
to  m e ta p h y s ic s ;  f o r  th e  s u b je c t  o f a l l  o th e r  s c i e n c e s  i s  a  c o n tr a c t io n  
o f  b e in g , w h ic h  i s  th e  s u b je c t  o f  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  and  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f 
a l l  o th e r  s c i e n c e s  a r e  c o n tr a c t io n s  o f th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  m e ta p h y s ic s .

a .  T h u s  th e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  p r in c ip le :  " I f  tw o  th in g s  a r e  
e a c h  id e n t ic a l  w ith  o n e  s a m e  t h i r d  th in g , th e y  a r e  id e n t ic a l  w ith  
o n e  a n o th e r ,” i s  n a r r o w e d  dow n  to :  n I f  tw o  m a g n itu d e s  a r e  e a c h  
e q u a l to  o n e  s a m e  t h i r d  m a g n itu d e , th e y  a r e  e q u a l  to  o n e  a n o th e r ,"
- in  w h ic h  c o n tr a c te d  fo r m  th e  p r in c ip le  i s  a  m a th e m a t ic a l  o n e .

b .  I t  fo llo w s  f r o m  t h i s  th a t  m e ta p h y s ic s  r e s o l v e s  o r  a n a ly s e s  
th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  a l l  o th e r  s c i e n c e s  in to  i t s  ow n  p r in c ip le s ,  and  
e x p la in s  an d  d e fe n d s  th e m .  M e ta p h y s ic s  i s  th u s  p r o p e r ly  th e  g u a rd ia n  
o f  th e  p r in c ip le s ,  and  m o r e  th a n  a n y  o th e r  s c ie n c e  i s  s o l ic i to u s  o f
th e  p r in c ip le s .

E .  S U B A L T E R N A T IO N  IN  A M E R E  Q U A L IF IE D  S E N S E  ON T H E  
S C O R E  O F  P R IN C IP L E S : T h u s  a l l  o th e r  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s  a r e  
s u b a l te r n a te d  to  m e ta p h y s ic s  an d  to  lo g ic .

A R T IC L E  T H R E E  

O R D E R  O F  ENDS

75. EN D S O F  P H IL O S O P H IC A L  S C IE N C E S : T h e  «ftd  o f a l l  s c ie n c e  
in a s m u c h  a s  i t  i s  s c i e n c e ,  i s  t r u t h ,  -  w h ich  i s  th e  p r o p e r
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p e r f e c t io n  o f  i n t e l l e c t .

A . S p e c u la t iv e  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  o r d e r e d  to  s p e c u la t iv e  t r u t h  

a s  to  i t s  e n d .

B . L o g ic  i s  o r d e r e d ,  in a s m u c h  a s  i t  i s  a s c i e n c e ,  to  

s p e c u la t iv e  t r u t h ,  an d  in a s m u c h  a s  i t  i s  a n  a r t  t o  p r a c t i c a l  t r u th  

( i . e .  to  t r u t h  a s  g iv in g  r ig h t  d i r e c t i o n  in  m a k in g ) ;  f o r  lo g ic ,  ta k e n  

a s  a n  a r t ,  i s  d i r e c te d  to w a rd s  th e  r ig h t  m a k in g  o f  a rg u m e n ta t io n .

C . P r a c t i c a l  p h ilo s o p h y  h a s  a s  i t s  e n d  r e m o te ly  p r a c t i c a l  

t r u th ;  -  r e m o te ly ,  b e c a u s e  p r a c t i c a l  p h ilo s o p h y  o n ly  r e m o te ly ,  n o t 

p ro x im a te ly ,  r e g u la te s  p r a c t i c e  ( i . e .  d o in g  and  m a k in g ) , w h e r e a s  

p ru d e n c e  and  th e  p r a c t i c o - p r a c t i c a l  ju d g m e n t and  a r t  r e g u la te  

p r a c t i c e  p r o x im a te ly .

7 6 . O R D E R  O F  T H E S E  EN D S; S p e c u la t iv e  t r u th  i s  s im p ly  h ig h e r

and  m o r e  n o b le  th a n  i s  p r a c t i c a l  t r u th ,  f o r  t r u th  a s  s p e c u la t iv e  

i s  a n  e n d , w h e r e a s  t r u th  a s  p r a c t i c a l  i s  u n to  a n  end ; b u t en d  i s  

a lw a y s  to  b e  p r e f e r r e d  to  m e a n s  ( ' F in i s  e s t  p o t io r  m e d i i s 1*). B u t, 

s p e a k in g  u n d e r  q u a l i f ic a t io n  (se c u n d u m  q u id ) , p r a c t i c a l  t r u th  m a y  b e  

p r e f e r r e d  to  s p e c u la t iv e  t r u th ,  v . g .  r e l a t i v e ly  to  th e  n e c e s s i t i e s  

im p o s e d  b y  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  o f  o u r  p r e s e n t  l i f e .  H e n ce :

A . S IM P L Y  S P E A K IN G , th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s ,  v ie w e d  

o n  th e  s c o r e  o f  th e  e x c e l le n c e  o f t h e i r  e n d s ,  a r e  to  b e  p r e f e r r e d  in  

t h i s  o r d e r ;  M e ta p h y s ic s ,  n a tu r a l  p h i lo s o p h y , lo g ic ,  e th i c s ,  p o i e t i c s .

B . B u t SP E A K IN G  ‘SE C U N D U M  QUID* th e y  a r e  to  b e  

p r e f e r r e d  in  th i s  o r d e r :  E th i c s ,  p o ie t i c s ,  lo g ic ,  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  

n a tu r a l  p h ilo s o p h y .

A R T IC L E  F O U R

O R D E R  O F  T E A C H IN G

7 7 . P R IN C IP L E S  D E T E R M IN IN G  T H IS O R D E R : T h e s e  p r in c ip le s  

a r e  fo u r :

A . T o  w it;

a .  F i r s t ,  s in c e  th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  th e  

k n o w le d g e  o f  s e n s ib l e s  to  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f s u p r a - s e n s i b l e s ,  th o s e  

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s  o u g h t to  b e  p ro p o s e d  f i r s t  w h ich  a r e  in

a lo w e r  d e g r e e  o f  a b s t r a c t i o n .

b .  S e c o n d , b u t s in c e  e th ic s  and  p o ie t ic s  a r e  s u b a l te r n a te d  

o n  th e  s c o r e  o f s u b je c t  to  n a tu r a l  p h ilo s o p h y , th e y  p r e - r e q u i r e  n a tu r a l  

p h ilo s o p h y .

c .  T h i r d ,  an d  th e  m o r e  d if f ic u l t  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s  

p r e - r e q u i r e  lo g ic ,  b e c a u s e  in  v ie w  o f  t h e i r  d i f f ic u l ty  th e  n a tu r a l  

s p o n ta n e o u s  lo g ic  o f th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t  i s  in s u f f ic ie n t  f o r  t h e i r  

b e in g  c o n d u c te d  w ith o u t e r r o r .

d .  F o u r th ,  e th ic s  s u p p o s e s  m a n y  th in g s  f r o m  s p e c ia l
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B . N o te  w e ll  t h e r e f o r e  th a t  th e  p r in c ip le s  d e te r m in in g  
th e  o r d e r  o f  te a c h in g  th e s e  s c ie n c e s  a r e  t a k e n  f r o m  th e  c o n s id e r a t io n  
o f th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t ,  i . e .  f r o m  th e  d i s p o s i t io n  o f  th e  s u b je c t  w h ich  
i s  to  r e c e iv e  t h e s e  s c i e n c e s .

7 8 . O R D E R  O F  T E A C H IN G : I t  i s  c o n c lu d e d  a c c o rd in g ly :

A . T h a t  th e  o r d e r  o f te a c h in g  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s  
i s  a s  fo l lo w s : -

a .  L o g ic :
b .  N a tu ra l  p h ilo so p h y ;
c .  P o ie t i c s ;
d .  M e ta p h y s ic s ;
e .  E th ic s .

B . O b s e rv e  th a t  t h i s  o r d e r  i s  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th a t  
c u r r e n t  a m o n g  m o d e r n  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  b u t i t  a c c o r d s  w ith  th e  
p r a c t i c e  an d  th e  p r in c ip le s  la id  dow n  b y  A r i s to t le  and  S t .  T h o m a s .

a .  I t  a c c o r d s  to o , a s  w e h a v e  s e e n ,  w ith  th e  p r in c ip le s  
w h ich  sh o u ld  b e  d e te r m in a t iv e  o f  t h i s  q u e s t io n ,  - f o r  t h i s  q u e s t io n  
m u s t  b e  d e te r m in e d  f r o m  th e  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  d is p o s i t io n  and 
a p ti tu d e  o f th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t ,  w h ich  i s  th e  s u b je c t  o f  p h i lo s 
o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s ,  w h ic h  a r e  th e  f o r m s  to  b e  in tro d u c e d  in to  th a t  
s u b j e c t .

b .  F o r  te a c h in g  i s  a n  a r t ,  and  a r t  m u s t  p ro c e e d  a c c o rd in g  to  
th e  d i s p o s i t io n  o f  th e  m a t t e r  o r  s u b je c t  to w a rd s  th e  fo rm  w h ic h  i s  to  b e  
in tro d u c e d  b y  a r t  in to  th a t  m a t t e r  o r  s u b je c t .

P A R T  T H R E E

P H IL O S O P H Y  C O N SID E R E D  R E L A T IV E L Y  T O  IT S  N EIG H B O U R S

C H A P T E R  E IG H T

P H IL O S O P H Y  AND SE N S E  E X P E R IE N C E

7 9 . M A T E R IA L  D E P E N D E N C E  AS R EG A R D S P R IN C IP L E S :
S in c e  th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t  d e p e n d s  e x t r i n s i c a l ly  o r  o b je c t iv e ly  

f o r  i t s  k n o w le d g e  u p o n  th e  s e n s e s ,  i t  i s  f r o m  s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e  
th a t  i t  o b ta in s ,  m a t e r i a l l y ,  th o s e  e le m e n ta r y  n o tio n s  f r o m  w h ich  
p r o c e e d s  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  o r  r e a s o n .

A . T h u s  th e  n o tio n s  1 b e in g 1 and  1 n o n -b e in g 1 a r e  g a in e d  
to  th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t  m a t e r i a l l y  th ro u g h  s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e ,  - 
s i n c e ,  a s  w il l  b e  s e e n  in  n a tu r a l  p h ilo s o p h y , th e  s e n s e s  s u p p ly  
th e  q u a s i - m a t t e r  f r o m  w h ich  th e  in te l l e c t  a b s t r a c t s  t h e s e  n o tio n s ;  
t h e s e  n o tio n s  b e in g  u n d e r s to o d ,  th e  in te l l e c t  a t  o n c e  a p p re h e n d s  
th a t  1 b e in g  i s  n o t n o n -b e in g 1, w h ich  i s  th e  a b s o lu te ly  f i r s t  
p r in c ip le  o f  r e a s o n ,  th e  c h ie f e s t  la m p  u n d e r  w h o se  l ig h t  th e
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p h ilo s o p h ic  s e e in g  i s  d o n e . L ik e w is e  f r o m  s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  

h u m a n  in te l l e c t  g a in s  th e  q u a s i - m a t t e r  f r o m  w h ich  i t  a b s t r a c t s  and  

u n d e r s ta n d s  th e  t e r m s  1 w h o le 1 and  ,-p a r t l , w h ic h  t e r m s  b e in g  

u n d e r s to o d ,  th e  in te l l e c t  a t  o n c e  a p p re h e n d s  th a t  ‘ a w h o le  i s  

g r e a t e r  th a n  i t s  p a r t /  w h ich  a ls o  i s  a p r in c ip le  o f  r e a s o n ,  a 

p h ilo s o p h ic  la m p .

B . N ow  p h ilo s o p h y  p r o c e e d s  u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  o f th e  

p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n ;  and a c c o rd in g ly  p h ilo s o p h y  d e p e n d s  in  a 

m a t e r i a l  w ay  u p o n  s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e  f o r  th e  p r in c ip le s  u n d e r  

w h o se  l ig h t  i t  s e e s ,  -  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n  b e in g  m a te r i a l l y  

r e s o lv e d  in to  s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e ,  an d  f o r m a l ly  in to  in te l l ig ib le  and  

in te l le c t iv e  l ig h t .  T h is  d e p e n d e n c e  i s  s o m e w h a t l ik e  m y  d e p e n d e n c e  

f o r  m y  a c t  o f  s e e in g  a b o o k  b y  e l e c t r i c  l ig h t  a t n ig h t u p o n  th e  m in e r s  

w ho e x t r a c te d  f ro m  th e  e a r t h  th e  s t e e l  f r o m  w h ich  i s  c o n s t r u c te d  

th e  f i la m e n ts  in s id e  th e  e l e c t r i c  la m p  g lo b e .

C . T h is  i s  a  d e p e n d e n c e , n o t o f a s u b je c t  u p o n  h is  r u l e r ,  

b u t o f  a m i s t r e s s  u p o n  h e r  s e r v a n t s ;  s o m e w h a t l ik e  th e  d e p e n d e n c e  

o f  a  s c u lp to r  u p o n  th e  c h is e l  b y  m e a n s  o f w h ich  h e  p e r f o r m s  h is  

s c u lp t iv e  a c t .

8 0 . M A T E R IA L  D E P E N D E N C E  AS R EG A R D S S U B JE C T : In

s i m i l a r  f a s h io n , p h ilo s o p h y  d e p e n d s  m a te r i a l l y  u p o n  

s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e  f o r  i t s  s u b je c t .

A . F ® w » s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e  w e d e r iv e  in  a  m a t e r i a l  m a n n e r  

o u r  c o n c e p t ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  o f  m o v a b le  b e in g , o r  o f q u a n ti ty ;  and  

o u r  k n o w led g e  th a t  s o m e  b e in g  i s  m o v a b le  o r  th a t  s o m e  b e in g  i s  

q u a n t ic ,  i s  r e s o lv a b le  m a t e r i a l l y  in to  s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e ,  -  th e  

f o r m a l  r e s o lu t io n  b e in g  o f  c o u r s e  in to  th e  l ig h t  o f in te l l ig ib i l i ty  

an d  o f  i n t e l l e c t .

B . T h is  d e p e n d e n c e  i s  a g a in  th a t  o f a  m i s t r e s s  u p o n  h e r  

s e r v a n t s ;  i t  i s  l ik e  th e  d e p e n d e n c e  o f  a  p a in te r  u p o n  th e  c a n v a s  and  

p a in ts  u p o n  w h ich  h e  d o e s  h is  w o rk .

a .  I t  m a y  b e  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  th e  e x a m p le  o f th e  c e le b r a te d  

s tu d e n t  o f a p ia r y  s c ie n c e ,  F r a n c o i s  H u b e r , u p o n  th e  e y e s  o f h is  

s e r v a n t s ;  f o r  h e  w a s  b lin d ; b u t f r o m  w h a t h is  s e r v a n t s  s a w  and  

r e p o r te d  to  h im  h e  e la b o r a te d  a g r e a t  s c ie n c e  o f  b e e s ,  i n t e r p r e t i n g  

b y  th e  l ig h t  o f h is  r e a s o n  th e  d a ta  s u p p lie d  b y  th e  o c u la r  e x p e r ie n c e  

o f  h is  s e r v a n t s .

b . I t  i s  s u c h  a d e p e n d e n c e  a s  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  a g a in  b y  t h i s ,  

th a t  A r i s to t le ,  f ro m  th e  t r u th  p e rc e iv e d  b y  h is  s e n s e s  and  i n t e r 

p r e te d  b y  h is  i n t e l l e c t ,  t h a t  ‘t h e r e  i s  m o v e m e n t in  th e  u n iv e r s e 1, 

p r o c e e d s  to  p ro v e  and  u n d e r s ta n d  th a t  b e in g  i s  d iv id e d  in to  a c t

an d  p o te n c y  an d  th a t  t h e r e  i s  a  P r i m e  M o v en t.

c . In d e e d  a l l  th e  f iv e  p ro o fs  o f S t .  T h o m a s  f o r  th e  e x is te n c e  

o f G od p r o c e e d  f r o m  a s e n s ib ly  o b s e rv e d  f a c t  o n  th e  o n e  hand  and  

f r o m  a  p r in c ip le  o f r e a s o n  o n  th e  o th e r ;  an d  th e  d e m o n s t r a t io n  in  

e a c h  c a s e  i s  f o r m a l ly  r e s o lv e d  in to  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  r e a s o n  and  

m a t e r i a l l y  i n to  th e  s e n s ib ly  o b s e r v e d  fa c t ;  -  f o r  th e  d e m o n s tr a t iv e

o r  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a c t  i s  f o r m a l ly  c o n s t i tu te d ,  n o t w h en  th e  f a c t  i s  

s e n s ib ly  p e r c e iv e d ,  b u t w h en  i t  i s  in t e r p r e t e d  and  r e s o lv e d  in to  i t s  

c a u s e  b y  th e  l ig h t  o f th e  p r in c ip le  o f  r e a s o n ;  h e n c e  i t  i s  n o t th e  s e n s ib le  

p e rc e p t io n  o f  th e  f a c t ,  b u t th e  in te l le c tu a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and  r e s o lu t io n  

in to  c a u s e ,  th a t  f o r m a l ly  c o n s t i tu te s  th e  d e m o n s t r a t iv e  o r  p h i lo s o p h ic a l
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81 P H IL O S O P H Y  JU D G E S SE N SE  E X P E R IE N C E : T h is  in
tw o  m a n n e r s ,  to  w it:

A . N E G A T IV E L Y : F h i lo s o p h y  h a s  th e  o ff ic e  o f g u a rd in g  
th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n  and th e  c e r t a i n  c o n c lu s io n s  th a t  a r e  a r r i v e d  
a t  b y  th e  l ig h t  o f  t h e s e  p r in c ip le s .  H e n ce  w h e n e v e r  i t  w ou ld  s e e m

a s  i s  o f te n  th e  c a s e  -  th a t  th e  s e n s e s  t e s t i f y  
a g a in s t  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n ,  th e  ju d g m e n t l i e s  w ith  p h ilo s o p h y .

a .  L e t  u s ,  to  ta k e  a v e r y  e a s y  e x a m p le ,  s u p p o s e  th a t
th e  s e n s e  o f to u c h  t e s t i f i e s  th a t  a s t i c k  h a lf  s u b m e rg e d  in  w a te r  i s
s t r a ig h t ,  w h ile  s ig h t  g iv e s  r i s e  to  th e  ju d g m e n t th a t  th e  s t i c k  i s
b e n t -  now  e v e n  i f  p h y s ic a l  s c i e n c e ,  a s  w a s  th e  c a s e  o f  o ld , w e r e
u n a b le  to  r e s o lv e  th e  a n tin o m y , (a s  i t  co u ld  n o t d o  b e fo r e  th e  la w s
o f l ig h t  r e f r a c t i o n  w e r e  kno w n ), y e t  p h ilo s o p h y  m u s t  g iv e  th e  v e r d ic t
th a t  t h e r e  i s  in  th e  s t i c k  (in  th e  r e a l )  no  c o n tr a d ic t io n ,  th a t  i t  i s  n o t
a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  b e n t  and  s t r a ig h t ,  th a t  one  o f th e  tw o  v e r d ic t s
o c c a s io n e d  b y  s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  f a l s e ;  e v e n  th o u g h  p h ilo s o p h y  m a y
n o t b e  a b le  to  d e te r m in e  w h ich  o f  th e  tw o  ju d g m e n ts  a b o u t th e  s t i c k
i s  t r u e ,  n o r  sh o w  w h a t i s  th e  c a u s e  o f  th e  d i s c r e p a n c y  in  th e
ju d g m e n ts  o c c a s io n e d ,  b u t i s  o b lig e d  to  le a v e  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  to  th e
p h y s ic i s t ,  y e t  p h ilo s o p h y  m u s t  p ro n o u n c e  th a t  b o th  ju d g m e n ts  c a n n o t
b e  t r u e ,  th a t  th e  d i s c r e p a n c y  o r  c o n tr a d ic t io n  i s  n o t in  th e  th in g ,
b u t i s  in  th e  ju d g m e n ts  o c c a s io n e d  b y  s e n s e  e x p e r i e n c e t " n o t  th e  
m e s s a g e ,  b u t th e  ju d g e  i s  b a d 1’ (S t. A u s tin ) .

b .  T h u s  d o e s  p h ilo s o p h y  e x e r c i s e  a  s o r t  o f n e g a tiv e  
ju d ic a t iv e  o f f ic e  in  r e g a r d  to  s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e ,  fo rb id d in g  s e n s e  
e x p e r ie n c e  f r o m  g iv in g  r i s e  to  ju d g m e n ts  w h ich  a r e  a g a in s t  th e  
p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n  o r  th e  c e r t a i n  c o n c lu s io n s  a c h ie v e d  b y  th e  
l ig h t  o f th e s e  p r in c ip le s .

B . P O S IT IV E L Y : I t  i s  th e  o ff ic e  o f p h ilo so p h y  to  d e te r m in e  
th e  o n to lo g ic a l  v a lu e  o f  s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e .  P h i lo s o p h y  i s  fu lf i l l in g  
t h i s  o f f ic e  w h e n , v .  g . i t  d e te r m in e s  th a t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  
e x te r n a l  s e n s e s  i s  o f  th in g s  e x is t in g  p h y s ic a l ly  o u ts id e  th e  s e n s e s ,  
and  th a t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f th e  p ro d u c t iv e  im a g in a t io n , s u c h  a s
th e  im a g in a t io n  o f  w inged  p ig s  and  g o ld e n  m o u n ta in s ,  i s  n o t o f  th in g s  
e x is t in g  p h y s ic a l ly  o u ts id e  th e  s e n s e .

C H A P T E R  N IN E

P H IL O S O P H Y  AND T H E  P R IN C IP L E S  O F  R EA SO N

8 2 . F O R M A L  R E S O L U T IO N  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y  IN T O  L IG H T  O F  
P R IN C IP L E S : W e h a v e  s e e n  th a t  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  r e s o lv e d  

o r  a n a ly s e d  in  a  s o r t  o f  m a t e r i a l  m a n n e r  in to  s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e .
B u t s in c e  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n  i s  th e  m a n if e s t in g  
p r in c ip le ,  o f p h ilo s o p h y , i t s  m o tiv e  and  m e d iu m , i t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  
p h ilo s o p h y  i s  r e s o lv e d  f o r m a l ly  in to  th i s  l ig h t ;  in  o th e r  w o rd s ,  
i f  w e a n a ly s e  p h ilo s o p h y  in to  i t s  c o n s t i tu t iv e  p r in c ip le s  o r  s o u r c e s ,  
i t  i s  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  th a t  w e fin d  to  b e  th e  d e te r m in in g  
o r  a c tu a t in g  p r in c ip le  o r  s o u r c e .

A . In  o r d e r  to  u n d e r s ta n d  t h i s ,  l e t  u s  ta k e  th e  e x a m p le



o f  a n  a c t  o f p h ilo s o p h y , -  S t. T hom as*  f i r s t  d e m o n s t r a t io n  o f th e  e x i s t 

e n c e  o f G o d . I t  b e g in s  w ith  a s e n s ib ly  e x p e r ie n c e d  fa c t :  now  th e  

e x p e r ie n c in g  o f  th i s  f a c t  i s  n o t a p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a c t ,  b u t i t  i s ,  s o  

to  s p e a k , th e  m a t t e r  u p o n  w h ich  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a c t  i s  e x e r c i s e d .

B u t w h en  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n  i s  b ro u g h t  to  b e a r  

u p o n  th i s  f a c t ,  th e  u l t im a te  r e a s o n  o f th e  f a c t  i s  s e e n ,  -  w h ich  

u l t im a te  r e a s o n  i s  G o d ,

a .  T o  e x p la in  t h i s ,  l e t  u s  c o n s id e r  th e  a rg u m e n t:  -

T h in g s  a r e  m o v e d ............................................. F A C T  KNOWN

E Y  SE N SE  E X P E R IE N C E

B u t " w h a te v e r  i s  m o v e d  i s  m o v e d  b y

a n o th e r” ................................................................ .P R IN C IP L E  O F  M O TIO N

and ” a n  in f in i te  s e r i e s  o f  m o v ed  -

m o v e n ts  e s s e n t i a l l y  s u b o rd in a te d  i s  P R IN C IP L E  O F

im p o s s ib le ” ......................................................... L IM IT E D  R E G R E S S .

T h e r e f o r e  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a p r im e  m o v e n t . . .U L T IM A T E  CA U SE

O F  T H E  F A C T  KNOW N 

B Y  P H IL O S O P H Y .

b .  N ow , w h en  th e  f a c t  i s  know n , no p h ilo s o p h ic a l  a c t  i s  y e t  

d o n e , b u t o n ly  a n  a c t  o f  e x p e r ie n c e .  B u t w h en  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  

p r in c ip le s  i s  b ro u g h t to  b e a r ,  and  th e  u l t im a te  c a u s e  ( s ta te d  in  th e  

c o n c lu s io n )  i s  know n , th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a c t  i s  d o n e . H e n ce  i t  i s  th e  

l ig h t  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  th a t  a d d s  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  c h a r a c t e r  to  th e

a c t  e x e r c i s e d .

B . N o te  th e n  th a t  g e n u in e  p h ilo s o p h y  p r o c e e d s ,  in  i t s  

k n o w led g e  u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  o f th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n  a s  t r a n s p a r e n t ,  

i . e .  in a s m u c h  a s  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n  in  th e  m in d  ( law s o f th o u g h t)  

a r e  th a t  in  w h ich  and  th ro u g h  w h ich  a r e  s e e n  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n  

a s  la w s  o f  th e  r e a l ;  f o r  th e  la w s  g o v e rn in g  * think* a r e  a t r a n s p a r e n t  

r e f le x io n  o f  th e  la w s  g o v e rn in g  *thing*: ” C o g n o sc i s e q u i tu r  e s s e  -

B e -k n o w n  fo llo w s  b e ” .

a .  P h i lo s o p h y  i s  b a s e d  f o r m a l ly  ( i . e .  a s  r e g a r d s  w h a t 

d e te r m in e s  i t  to  b e  p h ilo s o p h y , a s  d i s t in c t  f ro m  r a e r e  e x p e r ie n c e  o r  

an y  o th e r  s u c h ) ,  u p o n  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n  in  th e  

m in d  a s  a  t r a n s p a r e n t  r e f le x io n  o f th e  p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n  in  th in g s  

( law s  o f  th e  r e a l ) ;  s o  th a t  p h ilo s o p h y  p r o c e e d s  in  i t s  a c t  u n d e r  th e  

l ig h t  o f th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n  a s  a t r a n s p a r e n t  r e f le x io n  o f  

th o s e  s a m e  p r in c ip le s  a s  e v id e n tly  la w s  o f th in g s .

b .  P h i lo s o p h y  i s  a c c o rd in g ly  e v id e n t ia l ,  a s c ie n c e  o f e v id e n c e , 

a s c ie n c e  p ro c e e d in g  f r o m  e v id e n t  p r in c ip le s ,  f r o m  s e e n  p r i n c i p l e s .

C . S a c re d  th e o lo g y  in  th e  th e o lo g ia n  o f t h i s  l i f e  p r o c e e d s  

f ro m  o p a q u e  p r in c ip le s ,  - f ro m  p r in c ip le s ,  n o t s e e n ,  b u t b e l ie v e d . 

T h e r e f o r e ,  u n d e r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  r e s p e c t  (se c u n d u m  q u id ) p h ilo s o p h y  i s  

m o r e  p e r f e c t  a s  a  s c ie n c e  th a n  i s  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  in  th e  th e o lo g ia n  

o f  t h i s  l i f e .

D . O b s e rv e  w e ll th a t ,  s in c e  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  

f o r m a l ly  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n  a s  e v id e n tly  la w s  o f  th in g s ,  

p h ilo s o p h y  i s  n o t b a s e d  u p o n  th e  p r in c ip le s  u n d e rs to o d  a s  a  s e t

o f  p o s tu la te s  la id  dow n  an d  a c c e p te d  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  " p h i lo s o p h is in g ” , 

w ith o u t b e in g  e v id e n t.

45

a . S o m e  e r r o n e o u s ly  lo o k  u p o n  T h o m is m  a s  b a s e d  u p o n
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s u c h  a  s e t  o f p o s tu la te s ;  th e y  th in k  th a t  T h o m is m  c h o o s e s  to  b a s e  
i t s e l f  u p o n  s u c h  a s e t  o f p o s tu la te s ,  f ro m  th e  d e s i r e  to  p ro v e  c e r t a in  
c o n c lu s io n s ,  s u c h  a s  th e  e x is te n c e  o f G o d , th e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  and  i m 
m o r ta l i t y  o f  th e  h u m a n  s o u l ,  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  m i r a c l e s ,  e tc ,  -  
and  b e c a u s e  t h i s  s e t  o f p o s tu la te s  s u i t s  i t  f o r  th i s  p u rp o s e ;  i f  t h i s  
w e re  s o ,  T h o m is m  w ould  b e  b u i l t  u p o n  a s c a f fo ld in g  o f a n  a r t i f i c i a l  
an d  f l im s y  c h a r a c t e r ,  d iv o rc e d  f ro m  th e  r e a l ,  -  l ik e  a s c a f fo ld in g  
n o t b a s e d  u p o n  th e  g ro u n d .

b .  O th e r s ,  o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , e q u a l ly  e r r o n e o u s ly  r e g a r d  
T h o m is m  a s  b a s e d  u p o n  th e  s h i f t in g  s a n d s  o f  th e  t e a c h in g s  o f  p h y s ic a l  
s c ie n c e  in  S t T h o m as*  t im e ,  - s o  th a t  th e  d i s c r e d i t in g  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  
te a c h in g s  o f  p h y s ic s  w ould  b e  th e  d i s c r e d i t in g  o f  T h o m is t ic  p h ilo s o p h y .

c .  B o th  o f  th e s e  o p in io n s  a r e  f a l s e .  T h o m is m  i s  b a s e d  
f o r m a l ly  u p o n  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n  a s  e v id e n tly  la w s  o f  th in g s .
I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  b a s e d  u p o n  s o l id  r o c k ,  u p o n  th e  r e a l  a s  e v id e n t .

d .  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  tw o  a b o v e m e n tio n e d  e r r o n e o u s  c o n 
c e p t io n s ,  T h o m is m  w ould  n o t b e  p h ilo s o p h y .

d l .  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  f o r m e r  c o n c e p tio n , T h o m is m  w ould  
n o t b e  a s c ie n c e  o f e v id e n c e , b u t a t th e  m o s t  w ould  b e  a  s c ie n c e  o f 
in e v id e n c e , and  a t  th e  w o r s t  w ou ld  b e  a m e r e  c o n s t r u c t io n  in  th e  
r e a lm  o f  f i c t i t io u s  b e in g , l ik e  a  p o e tic  o r  f a n c ifu l  * c re a t io n * .

d 2 . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  l a t t e r  c o n c e p tio n , T h o m is m  w ould  
b e  a n  a t te m p t  a t p h ilo s o p h y , b u t w ou ld  b e  a n  u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t te m p t .

e .  T h e  c o n t r a s t  o f c o n c e p tio n s  m a y  b e  sh o w n  t h u s : -

T h o m is m  i s  b a s e d  
u p o n  th e  p r in c ip le s  
o f r e a s o n  a s  e v id  
e n tly  la w s  o f th e  
r e a l  (i. e .  u p o n  
s o l id  ro c k ) .

T h o m is m  i s  b a s e d  
u p o n  a s e t  o f  p o s tu la te s  
l a id  dow n o r  a c c e p te d  
w ith o u t e v id e n c e  ( i . e .  
u p o n  a n  u n s u p p o r te d  
s c a f fo ld in g ) .

8 3 . P H IL O S O P H Y  P R E C IS IF IE S  T H E  K N O W L E D G E  O F  T H E
P R IN C IP L E S : A lr e a d y  b y  th e  c o m m o n - s e n s e  o f  m a n k in d  th e  

p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n  a r e  u n d e r s to o d ,  -  b u t m o s t  o f te n  u n d e rs to o d  in  
a  v a g u e  and  c o n fu s e d  m a n n e r .

A . T h u s  e v e r y  c h ild  k n o w s th a t  e v e r y  a g e n t a c t s  o n  a c c o u n t 
o f a n  e n d , th a t  e v e r y  c o n tin g e n t b e in g , i f  i t  i s ,  h a s  a n  e f f ic ie n t  c a u s e ;  
b u t c o m m o n - s e n s e  u s u a l ly  d o e s  n o t s u f f ic e  f o r  a c l e a r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
and  p r e c i s e  f o r m u la t io n  o f s u c h  p r in c ip le s .

B . I t  i s  th e  o f f ic e  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  to  f o r m u la te  th e  p r in c ip le s  
e x a c t ly ,  th a t  a c l e a r  and  d i s t in c t  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f th e m  m a y  b e  
p o s s e s s e d ,  -  a s  w e ll  a s  to  sh o w  t h e i r  in te r d e p e n d e n c e  and  s u b o rd in a t io n .

T h o m is m  i s  b a s e d  u p o n  
th e  fa s h io n a b le  p h y s ic a l  
t e a c h in g s  o f th e  t im e  o f 
i t s  e la b o r a t io n  ( i . e .  
u p o n  s h i f t in g  s a n d s ) .

84 . P H IL O S O P H Y  D E F E N D S  T H E  P R IN C IP L E S  O F  REA SO N :
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F o r  f u s t  a s  c o r p o r e a l  s ig h t  r e q u i r e s  th a t  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  l a m p s  

b e  c l e a r  and  a ls o  th a t  i t  b e  in c id e n t  u p o n  th e  o b je c t ,  s o  p h ilo so p h y  

r e q u i r e s  th a t  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n  (w h ich  a r e  th e  la m p s  o f 

p h ilo so p h y )  b e  c l e a r l y  u n d e rs to o d  and  f i r m ly  h e ld  ( i . e .  b e  c l e a r ,  

and b e  r e g a r d e d  w ith  c e r t i tu d e  a s  p la y in g  u p o n  th in g s ,  a s  

r e a l i s e d  in  th in g s ) .  And ju s t  a s  th e  s e e e r  d i s p la y s  m u c h  c o n c e rn  

ab o u t th e  l a m p s  ( fo r  w ith o u t th e m  h e  d o e s  n o t p e r f o r m  h is  a c t  o f 

s e e in g ) ,  s o  t h e  g e n u in e  p h i lo s o p h e r  i s  m u c h  c o n c e rn e d  ab o u t th e  

p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n ,  f o r  w ith o u t th e m  h e  d o e s  n o t p e r f o r m  HIS 

a c t ,  -  w h ich  i s  to  s e e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly ,  -  to  s e e  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s .

And ju s t  a s  th e  s e e e r  d o e s  h is  s e e in g  b y  b r in g in g  th in g s  u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  

o f th e  la m p , s o  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s e e e r  s e e s  th in g s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly  

and  d ia g n o s e s  an d  k n o w s s u p r e m e  c a u s e s  b y  b r in g in g  th in g s  u n d e r  

th e  l ig h t  o f th e  p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n :  11 In  s c i e n t i i s  to t  a lu x  g e t ex  

p r in c ip i i s  -  In  s c ie n c e s  a l l  l ig h t  i s  f r o m  th e  p r i n c i p l e s " . J u s t  

t h e r e f o r e  a s  to  b r e a k  th e  l a m p s  i s  to  r e n d e r  s ig h t  and  th e  p e rc e p t io n  

o f c o lo u r  im p o s s ib le ,  s o  to  r e j e c t  o r  f a l s i f y  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f 

r e a s o n  i s  to  r e n d e r  p h ilo s o p h y  and  th e  k n o w in g  o f  l a s t  c a u s e s  

im p o s s ib le .

A . I t  i s  a c c o rd in g ly  c l e a r  th a t ,  j u s t  a s  th e  s e e e r  w ill  

g u a rd  and  d e fe n d  th e  l a m p s ,  s o  w ill  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  g u a rd  and d e fen d  

th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n .

B . T h e  o ff ic e  o f  d e fe n d in g  th e m  b e lo n g s  to  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  

f o r  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  a l l  th e  s c i e n c e s  a r e  d e fe n d e d  b y  u l t im a te  r e 

s o lu t io n  to  th e  m o s t  c l e a r ,  m o s t  e v id e n t ,  b e s t  k now n  and  m o s t  

c e r t a i n  o f  a l l  th e  p r in c ip le s ,  i . e .  to  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f m e ta p h y s ic s ;  

a s  m e ta p h y s ic s  h a s  n o  s c ie n c e  ab o v e  i t  b y  w h ic h  i t s  p r in c ip le s  w ould  

b e  d e fe n d e d , and  a s  t h e r e  i s  no  f u r t h e r  r e s o lu t io n  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  

th a n  th a t  w h ic h  m e ta p h y s ic s  m a k e s ,  m e ta p h y s ic s  m u s t  d e fe n d  i t s  

ow n  p r in c ip le s  and  th o s e  o f  a l l  o th e r  (n a tu ra l)  s c i e n c e s .  (T h is  i t s e l f  

i s  a n  a p p lic a t io n  o f th e  p r in c ip le  o f  l im i te d  r e g r e s s ) .

C H A F T E R  T E N

P H IL O S O P H Y  AND COM M O N S E N S E .

8 5 . O R D E R  O F  P R O C E D U R E : D e a lin g  w ith  th e  r e l a t i o n  b e tw e e n  

p h i lo s o p h y  and  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  w e s h a l l  p ro c e e d  th ro u g h  tw o  

a r t i c l e s ,  th u s :

O n p h ilo s o p h y  

and

c o m m o n  s e n s e

N o tio n  o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e ...................... A r t .  1

R e la t io n  b e tw e e n  t h e m . . .....................A r t .  2

A R T IC L E  ON E 

N O TIO N  O F  CO M M O N  SE N SE

86. E L E M E N T S  O F  CO M M O N  SE N S E : C o m m o n  s e n s e :
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A. T a k e n  in  th e  s t r i c t  m e a n in g  o f th e  t e r m ,  i s  c o m p o s e d  
o f  t h r e e  e le m e n ts :

a .  J u d g m e n ts  im m e d ia te ly  d e r iv e d  f r o m  s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e ,  
s u c h  a s  t h i s :  11 M o v em en t o c c u r s ,11 " T h in g s  b e g in  to  b e  and  c e a s e  to  
b e " .

b .  S e l f - e v id e n t  p r in c ip le s  of r e a s o n ,  s u c h  a s  t h i s :
" W h e n e v e r  a  p e r s o n  a c t s ,  h e  d o e s  s o  f o r  s o m e  en d  o r  p u r p o s e " .

c .  C o n c lu s io n s  e a s i l y  d e d u c e d  f r o m  th e s e  s e l f - e v id e n t  
p r in c ip le s ,  s u c h  a s  th is :  " T h e  c h ie f  v a lu e  o f  b o o k s  l i e s  in  t h e i r  
r e l a t i o n  to  th e  k n o w led g e  th a t  c a n  b e  d e r iv e d  f r o m  t h e m " .

B . I f  w e ta k e  c o m m o n  s e n s e  in  a w id e r  and  l o o s e r  m e a n in g , 
i t  in c lu d e s  a ls o  a f o u r th  e le m e n t ,  n a m e ly :  m a n y  m e r e  o p in io n s  o r  
b e l ie f s  c u r r e n t  a m o n g  m e n  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e  o r  p la c e ,  s u c h  a s  
th is :  " T h e  e a r t h  i s  f la t ;"  " T o m a to e s  c a u s e  a p p e n d ic i t is ;"  " T u b e r c u lo s i s  
i s  c a u s e d  b y  d a m p n e s s " .

C . C o m m o n  s e n s e  ta k e n  in  th e  s t r i c t  s e n s e  i s  u n iv e r s a l  and  
COM M O N to  m a n k in d ; i t  i s  th e  sp o n ta n e o u s  o r  n a tu r a l  a p p re h e n s io n  whicl} 
th e  h u m a n  m in d  h a s  o f  th e  r e a l ,  and  th e  s p o n ta n e o u s  ju d g m e n ts  w h ich
th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t  m a k e s  ab o u t th e  r e a l ,  -  b u t n o t y e t  c r i t i c a l l y  
r e f l e c te d  u p o n , n o r  s i f te d  n o r  e x a m in e d . I t  i s  s a id  to  b e  SPO N T A N E O U S , 
a s  c o n t r a s t e d  w ith  ju d g m e n ts  to  w h ich  th e  m in d  h a s  b e e n  le d  b y  a n  
a r t i f i c i a l  p r o c e s s  su c h  a s  s c i e n t i f i c  r e a s o n in g  o r  e x a c t  o b s e r v a t io n ,  
and  u p o n  w h ich  th e  m in d  h a s  c r i t i c a l l y  r e f l e c te d ,  o r  w h ich  i t  h a s  
a n a ly s e d  o r  a p p ra is e d  o r  ju d g e d .

a .  I t  w il l  b e  s e e n  l a t e r  th a t  b y  a n  e d u c a tio n  th a t  i s  g o o d , and  
b y  g e n u in e  s c ie n t i f i c  d is c ip l in e  and  so u n d  c r i t i c i s m  th e  m in d  a d v a n c e s  
b ey o n d  c o m m o n  s e n s e  to  a k n o w le d g e  m o r e  p e r f e c t  th a n  th a t  w h ich
i s  c a l le d  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  -  p a s s in g  o n  to  a p e r f e c t in g  o f  th a t  k n o w led g e  
th a t  g o e s  b y  th e  n a m e  o f c o m m o n  s e n s e ;

b .  b y  a v ic io u s  e d u c a tio n , o r  b y  p s e u d o - s c ie n t i f i c  w o rk , 
o r  b y  u n so u n d  c r i t i c i s m ,  th e  k n o w led g e  and  c e r t i tu d e s  g a in e d  b y  
c o m m o n  s e n s e  m a y  b e  c o r r u p te d  o r  r e j e c t e d .

8 7 . IM P E R F E C T IO N  O F  CO M M O N  SE N S E : T h e  c e r t a i n  kn o w led g e  
o r  ju d g m e n ts  o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e :

A . a r e  a s  w e ll  fo u n d ed  a s  th o s e  o f  s c i e n c e ,  -  f o r  th e y  a r e  
e q u a l ly  c a u s e d  b y  e v id e n c e  o f th in g s  an d  a r e  e q u a l ly  a  g r a s p  o f  t h in g s .

B . B u t in  th e  c a s e  o f  m e r e  c o m m o n  s e n s e  a lo n e :
a .  th e  p o s s e s s o r  h a s  no d e a r  o r  p r e c i s e  k n o w le d g e  o f th e  

c a u s e  o r  m o tiv e  w h ich  im p e l le d  h im  to  h is  ju d g m e n ts ;  he  h a s  a t  m o s t  
a n  o b s c u r e  o r  c o n fu se d  k n o w le d g e .

b .  N e i th e r  h a s  he  a c l e a r  and  d i s t in c t  and  p r e c i s e  k n o w led g e  
o f  h is  t e r m s ,  o r  o f w h a t th e  t e r m s  r e p r e s e n t ,  n o r  c a n  b e  f o r m u la te  
e x a c t ly  th e  p r in c ip le s  w h ic h  h e  h a s  g r a s p e d  and  h o ld s ;  f o r  e x a m p le ,  
th o u g h  h e  h a s  g r a s p e d  and  h o ld s  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  f in a l i ty ,  h is  u n d e r 
s ta n d in g  o f  i t  i s  v a g u e  and  ro u g h  and  u n r e f in e d ,  s o  th a t  he  c a n n o t 
f o r m u la te  i t  e x a c t ly .

C . T h e r e f o r e  th e  k n o w led g esk n o w n  a s  c o m m o n  s e n s e  a r e
i m p e r f e c t , -  n o t in d e e d  in  t h e i r  v a lu e  o f t r u t h , -  b u t in  th e  m o d e
o r  c o n d it io n  u n d e r  w h ich  th e y  e x is t  in  th e  m in d .

8 8 . D E F IN IT IO N  O F  COM M O N SE N S E : C o m m o n  s e n s e  m a y
a c c o rd in g ly  b e  D E F IN E D : " T h e  n a tu r a l  o r  sp o n ta n e o u s

a p p re h e n s io n s  and  ju d g m e n ts  o f th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t ,  im p e r f e c t  in



t h e i r  m o d e"  •
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A R T IC L E  TW O

R E L A T IO N S  B E T W E E N  P H IL O S O P H Y  AND COM M O N SE N SE

8 9 . FO U N D A T IO N  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y  ON CO M M O N  SE N S E : L e t

u s  h e r e  d is t in g u is h  c a r e f u l ly .

A . N O T ON IT S  A U T H O R IT Y : P h i lo s o p h y  i s  n o t b a s e d  

o n  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f c o m m o n  s e n s e .

a .  S u ch  w ould  m e a n  th a t  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  w ou ld  a c c e p t  p r in c ip le s  

and  c o n c lu s io n s  t h e r e f r o m ,  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  th o s e  ju d g m e n ts ,  p r in c ip le s  

and  c o n c lu s io n s ,  a r e  a c c e p te d  b y  th e  c o m m o n  r u n  o f  m a n k in d ; th i s  

w ou ld  m e a n  th a t  p h ilo s o p h y  w ould  in  i t s  e s s e n t i a l  a rg u m e n ta t io n  b e  

a rg u in g  s im p ly  f r o m  th e  c o m m o n  e o n s e n t  o f  m a n k in d , -  w ith o u t 

i n t r i n s i c  e v id e n c e  o f  i t s  ow n; i t  w ould  m e a n  th a t  p h ilo s o p h y  w ou ld  

p r o c e e d  f r o m  a u th o r i ty  a s  i t s  m a n i f e s t in g  f o r m ,  and  n o t f ro m  th e

l ig h t  o f  th e  s e l f - e v id e n t  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n ;  i t  w ou ld  m e a n  th a t  

p h i lo s o p h y  w ou ld  n o t b e  a s c ie n c e  o f e v id e n c e , -  b u t o f  in e v id e n c e .

b .  An E X A M P L E  w ill  s e r v e  to  m a k e  th i s  c l e a r :  Im a g in e  

a n  a n g e l w ho , o n  a n  im p o s s ib le  s u p p o s it io n , w ou ld  d e s c e n d  o n  e a r th  

w ith  no k n o w led g e  a t  a l l  (h is  in te l l e c t  a  c le a n  s l a t e ) ,  -  b u t p o s s e s s in g  

a n  im m e n s e  in te l le c tu a l  and  r e a s o n in g  p o w e r ; im a g in e  th i s  a n g e l a s  

n o t s e e in g  th e  f i r s t  p r in c ip le s  a s  e v id e n t ( th e y  w ould  b e ,  o n  th i s  

s u p p o s i t io n , in e v id e n t  to  h im ) , b u t a s  a c c e p t in g  th e m  o n  th e  a u th o r i ty  

o f m e n  w ho h a v e  c o m m o n  s e n s e ;  w ith o u t e v e r  s e e in g  th e m  a s  e v id e n t ,  

h e  w ou ld  b u ild  u p  u p o n  th e m  a g r e a t  e d if ic e  o f s y s te m a t i c  k n o w led g e

o f u l t im a te  c a u s e s ;  t h i s  s y s te m  w ould  n o t b e  a s c ie n c e  o f  ev id en ce*  

b u t a  s c ie n c e  o f  in e v id e n c e  ( lik e  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  in  th e  th e o lo g ia n  

in  th i s  l i f e ) ;  i t  w ou ld  n o t b e  p h ilo so p h y ; f o r  i t  i s  o f th e  e s s e n c e  o f  

p h i lo s o p h y  th a t  i t  p ro c e e d  in  i t s  a c t  u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f 

r e a s o n  a s  e v id e n t ,  a s  s e e n .

B . N O T ON IT  AS A B L IN D  IN S T IN C T : S o m e  c o n c e iv e  

c o m m o n  s e n s e  a s  a b o d y  o f ju d g e m e n ts  w h ich  th e  h u m a n  m in d  m a k e s  

u n d e r  a  n e c e s s i t y  p ro c e e d in g  f r o m  th e  m in d * s ow n n a tu r e ,  -  q u i te  

a p a r t  f r o m  a n y  m o tiv a tin g  o f  th e  m in d  b y  e v id e n t  t h in g s . N ow  th i s  

u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  a s  w e s h a l l  s e e  l a t e r ,  i s  to  b e  r e j e c t e d ,  

and i t  i s  n o t u p o n  c o m m o n  s e n s e  th u s  u n d e rs to o d  th a t  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  

b a s e d .

C . ON CO M M O N  S E N S E  AS P R E S E N T IN G  E V ID E N C E : 

P h i lo s o p h y  i s  b a s e d  o n  c o m m o n  s e n s e  u n d e rs to o d  a s  th e  s p o n ta n e o u s  

a p p re h e n s io n s  and  ju d g e m e n ts  o f  th e  h u m a n  i n te l l e c t ,  and  a s  

b r in g in g  w ith  i t  th e  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h e s e  a p p re h e n s io n s  and  ju d g m e n ts ,  

o f f e r in g  to  p h ilo s o p h y  th e s e  a p p re h e n s io n s  and  ju d g m e n ts ,  to  

b e  a c c e p te d ,  n o t o n  an y  a u th o r i ty ,  b u t o n  th e  e v id e n c e  th a t  i s  p r e s e n te d  

f o r  th e m .

90 . S U P E R IO R IT Y  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y  T O  CO M M O N  SE N SE :

P h ilo s o p h y  i s  m o r e  p e r f e c t  th a n  c o m m o n  s e n s e  in a s m u c h

a s  i t : -

A . I s  p e r f e c t  in  i t s  m o d e , c o n ta in in g  c l e a r  k n o w led g e  o f



o f th e  c a u s e s  o r  m o tiv e s  o f  i t s  c e r t i tu d e s  and  a f f i r m a t io n s .

E .  I s  c r i t i c a l ,  s i f t in g  o u t e x a c tly  w h a t i s  th e  c o n te n t o f  th e  
a p p re h e n s io n s  and  ju d g m e n ts  o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  d e f in in g  t e r m s  
p r e c i s e ly  and fo rm u la t in g  p r in c ip le s  e x a c t ly .

C . G o e s  b ey o n d  c o m m o n  s e n s e  to  f u r t h e r  c o n c lu s io n s  
and  to  a m u c h  g r e a t e r  k n o w le d g e  o f  c a u s e s .

91. ON AN A C C ID E N T A L  T IT L E  (P E R  A C C ID E N S) CO M M O N
SE N S E  JU D G E S PH IL O S O P H Y : C o m m o n  s e n s e  h a s  .the  r ig h t

to  r e j e c t  a n y  c o n c lu s io n s  th a t  p h i lo s o p h e r s  p ro p o s e  in  c o n tr a d ic t io n  
to  a c e r t i tu d e  o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  - j u s t  a s  a s u b je c t  h a s  a  r ig h t  to  
o p p o se  a r u l e r  w h o se  e x a c tio n s  a r e  o b v io u s ly  u n ju s t .

A . I t  i s  * p e r s e 1 ( a c c o rd in g  to  th e  e s s e n t i a l  r e l a t i o n  b e tw e e n  
th e m ) ,  th a t a  r u l e r  ju d g e s  h is  s u b je c t ;  b u t * p e r a c c id e n s 1 (ow ing  to  an  
a c c id e n ta l  o r  a d v e n t it io u s  o r  e x t r i n s i c  c i r c u m s ta n c e )  th e  s u b je c t  m a y  
ju d g e  th e  r u l e r :  -  th e  a c c id e n ta l  c i r c u m s ta n c e  th a t  th e  r u l e r  a c ts  
b ey o n d  h is  a u th o r i ty .

B . T h u s  d id  D io g e n e s  a p p e a l  to  c o m m o n  s e n s e  a g a in s t  th e  
te a c h in g  o f  Z e n o , w ho d e n ie d  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f m o v e m e n t:  D io g e n e s  
s im p ly  s to o d  u p  an d  w a lk e d . S u ch  a n  a p p e a l  to  c o m m o n  s e n s e  d id
H e n ry  M o re  m a k e  a g a in s t  D e s c a r te s *  te a c h in g  th a t  m o v e m e n t i s  r e c i p r o c a l ,  
s o  th a t  i t  w ould  b e  th e  s a m e  to  s a y  th a t  a b o d y  i s  t r a v e l l i n g  to w a rd s  a 
g o a l o r  th a t  th e  g o a l i s  t r a v e l l i n g  to w a rd s  i t ;  M o re  r e t o r t e d  th a t  w h en  
a m a n  r u n s  to w a rd s  a g o a l, p a n tin g  and  t i r i n g  h im s e l f ,  he  h a s  no d o u b t  
w h ich  o f  th e  tw o , h im s e l f  o r  th e  g o a l,  i s  in  m o v e m e n t.

92 . A T T IT U D E  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y  T O  COM M ON SE N S E : T h e r e  i s
a w ro n g  a t t i tu d e  and  a r ig h t  a t t i tu d e :

A . VyrRONG A T T IT U D E : T h e  w ro n g  a t t i tu d e  o f th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  
to  c o m m o n  s e n s e  i s  to  d e s p i s e  i t  as u n s c ie n t i f ic  ( it i s  in d e e d  u n s c ie n t i f i c ,  
o r  b e t t e r ,  p r e s c i e n t i f i c ,  b u t th a t  d o e s  n o t m e a n  th a t  i t  i s  f a l s e  o r  e v e n  
u n c e r t a in ) ,  t o  r e j e c t  i t  lo c k ,  s to c k  and b a r r e l ,  to  d i s c a r d  i t  e n t i r e ly  and 
to  s t a r t  o ff  a f r e s h  to  e r e c t  a n  e d if ic e  o fk n o w le d g e .

a .  In  s o  d o in g , th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  w ould  c u t h im s e l f  f ro m  th e  
r e a l ,  f o r  h e  w ould  b e  r e f u s in g  to  a c c e p t  th e  m o s t  b a s ic  and  m o s t  
p r im o r d ia l  t e s t im o n ie s  th a t  th e  r e a l  g iv e s  ab o u t i t s e l f  to  th e  h u m a n  
in te l le c t ;

a l .  in  s o  d o in g , to o , th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  w ould  b e  s in n in g  a g a in s t  
e v id e n c e , f o r  c o m m o n  s e n s e  ju d g m e n ts  a r e  c a u s e d  b y  e v id e n c e , and 
to  r e j e c t  w h a t i s  th u s  e v id e n t  i s  to  r e j e c t  e v id e n c e ;

a 2 . in  s o  d o in g , a g a in , th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  w ould  b e  s in n in g  a g a in s | 
th e  l ig h t  , a g a in s t  th e  v e r y  l ig h t  o f  p h ilo s o p h y , a g a in s t  th e  l ig h t  o f 
th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n ,  f o r  to  d i s c a r d  c o m m o n  s e n s e  i s  to  d i s c a r d  
th e  p r in c ip le s  and  t h e i r  l ig h t ;  and  to  b e  w ith o u t th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  p rincip les}  
o f  r e a s o n  i s  to  b e  n o t a p h i lo s o p h e r .

b .  M o r e o v e r ,  to  r e j e c t  a l l  th e  p r i x * * r i i a i  c e r t i tu d e s  i s  to  be 
w ith o u t a fo u n d a tio n  u p o n  w h ich  a s c i e n t i f i c  o r  p h ilo s o p h ic  e d if ic e  c a n  b e  
b u i l t  up ; e v e n  D e s c a r t e s ,  w h o  e n d e a v o u re d  to  p ro c e e d  in  th i s  w ay , 
w a s  o b lig e d  to  r e t a in  on e  e le m e n ta r y  c e r t i tu d e  f r o m  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  
n a m e ly , th e  c e r t i tu d e  th a t  *1 th in k 1; i f  h e  had  n o t d o n e  t h i s ,  he  w ould  
h a v e  b e e n  c o n d e m n e d  f o r e v e r  to  b e  w ith o u t an y  c e r t i tu d e  o f  an y  k in d .
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f o r  he  w ould  h a v e  had  no p r e m i s s  w h a te v e r  f ro m  w h ich  to  p ro c e e d  

to  c o n c lu s io n s ;  th u s  to  r e j e c t  c o m m o n  s e n s e  e n t i r e ly  i s  to  a b an d o n  

p h i lo s o p h is in g  c o m p le te ly ,  and  to  c o n d e m n  o n e s e l f  to  c o m p le te  

a g n o s t ic is m ,  to  u n iv e r s a l  s c e p t i c i s m ;  i t  i s  to  l a y  dow n a t th e  

b e g in n in g  o f  o n e 's  a t te m p t  a t p h i lo s o p h is in g  th a t  p h ilo so p h y  i s  

im p o s s ib le ,  th a t  th e  a t te m p t  to  a c h ie v e  t r u th  and c e r t i tu d e  i s  a 

v a in  e n d e a v o u r ;  -  w h ich  i s  to  c o m m it o n e s e l f  to  a d o g m a t is m  o f 

th e  m o s t  r ig id  ty p e ,  and a d o g m a t is m  th a t  i s  v ic io u s ,  b e c a u s e  

o p p o se d  to  e v id e n c e . S uch  a n  a t t i tu d e  i s  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  a b s u r d ,  b e c a u s e  

i t  i s  to  d e n y  a l l  c e r t i tu d e  and r e j e c t  d o g m a t is m , and y e t  a c c e p t  d o g 

m a t i s m  a t th e  s a m e  t im e ;  i t  i s  to  r e j e c t  e v id e n c e d  c e r t i tu d e  in  o r d e r  

to  a c c e p t  u n e v id e n c e d  d o g m a t is m , - w h ich  i s  th e  v e r y  n e g a tio n  o f 

p h ilo s o p h y .

B . E IG H T  .A TTITU D E: T h e  r ig h t  a t t i tu d e  o f th e  p h i lo s o p h e r

to  c o m m o n  s e n s e  i s  to  a c c e p t  i t  a s  a b e g in n in g , a s  a n  in i t i a l  k n o w le d g e , 

im p e r f e c t  in d e e d  in  i t s  m o d e , b u t p e r f e c t  in  i t s  v a lu e  o f  t r u th  - 

i n s o f a r  a s  o n  r e f l e c t io n  he  s e e s  i t  to  b e  m o tiv e d  b y  th e  e v id e n c e  o f  th in g s  ?

a .  S in c e  th e  ju d g m e n ts  o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  s u c h  a s  th e  f i r s t  

p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n ,  a r e  d e r iv e d  f ro m  e v id e n c e , th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  

m u s t  a c c e p t  th e m , f o r  he m u s t  n e v e r  go a g a in s t  e v id e n c e ;  h e  sh o u ld  

in d e e d  c r i t i c i s e  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  s i f t  i t  o u t , p u rg e  i t  o f a c c r e t io n s

in  i t  th a t  a r e  n o t d e r iv e d  f r o m  e v id e n c e  o f th in g s  ( m e r e  fa s h io n a b le  

o p in io n s  e t c , ) b u t in  d o in g  th i s  h e  i s  m e r e ly  r e n d e r in g  e x a c t  and  

p r e c i s e  th e  c o n te n t o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  p e r f e c t in g  i t ,  n o t r e j e c t in g  i t .

b .  T h e  m in d  o f c o m m o n  s e n s e  and  th e  m in d  o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  

a r e  b u t o n e  m in d , b u t a s  i t  g o e s  f u r t h e r  f r o m  c o m m o n  s e n s e  in to  

p h ilo s o p h y  th a t  m in d  r e f l e c t s  on  i t s  p r im o r d ia l  p e r s u a s io n s ,  s i f t in g ,  

ju d g in g , c r i t i c i s i n g ,  p r e c i s i f y in g ,  c la r i f y in g .

c .  W hat o n  r e f l e c t io n  i t  f in d s  to  b e  in e x a c t ,  i t  w ill  r e j e c t ;  

b u t w h a t i t  f in d s  o n  th is  s a m e  r e f l e c t io n  to  b e  e v id e n c e d  b y  th in g s

i t  w ill  a c c e p t  and  l e a r n  to  r e a l i s e  m o r e  and a p p r e c ia te  m o r e ,  l e a r n in g  

to  a p p r e c ia te  m o r e  th e  v a lu e  o f th e s e  in i t i a l  b u t e n o rm o u s ly  f r u i t f u l  

g r a s p in g s  o f  th e  r e a l ,  s e e in g  m o r e  and  m o r e  c l e a r l y  and d e e p ly  

and  fu lly  how  th e s e  f i r s t  p r in c ip le s  g r a s p e d  b y  c o m m o n  s e n s e  a r e  

th e  s u p r e m e  la w s  o f  th e  r e a l  and th e  s u p r e m e  la w s  o f th o u g h t, th e  

fo u n d a tio n s  o f  a l l  s c i e n t i f i c  and  p h ilo s o p h ic  k n o w le d g e , th e  la m p s  

b y  w h ich  th e  u n iv e r s e  o f  b e in g  i s  l i t  u p  to  th e  e y e  o f th e  p h i lo s o p h e r .

d . T h e  p h i lo s o p h e r  w ill  th e n  c o m e  to  s e e  th e  p r im o r d ia l  

c e r t i t u d e s  a s  m o r e  lu m in o u s  and l a r g e r  and v a s t e r  r e a l i t i e s ;  th e y  

w ill  b e c o m e  b ig  to  h is  m in d , o b je c ts  o f p ro lo n g e d  and d e e p  c o n te m 

p la t io n ;  th e y  w ill  n o t b e  m e r e  p r e m is e s  f ro m  w h ich  h e  w ill  r u n  o u t 

s y l lo g is m s ,  b u t w ill  b e  th e  v a s t  and  c o lo s s a l  and  in e s c a p a b le  la w s  of 

th in g s  and o f  th o u g h t.

C H A P T E R  E L E V E N  

P H IL O S O P H Y  AND T H E  P A R T IC U L A R  S C IE N C E S .

93 . D IS T IN C T IO N  B E T W E E N  T H E S E  S C IE N C E S  AND PH ILO SO PH Y ? 

T h is  p ro b le m  m u s t  r e c e iv e  a tw o fo ld  c o n s id e r a t io n .

A . IN  G E N E R A L : I t  i s  to  b e  g ra n te d  th a t  t h e r e  i s  id e n t i ty
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b e tw e e n  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  o r  p o s i t iv e  s c ie n c e s  and  p h ilo s o p h y  o n  th e  
s c o r e  o f M A T E R IA L  O B J E C T .*

a . N e v e r th e le s s  o n  th e  s c o r e  o f M A N IF E S T E D  F O R M  
t h e r e  i s  d iv e r s i t y ,  f o r  th e  fo r m  w h ich  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  l ig h t  m a n i f e s ts  
i s  s u p r e m e  c a u s e ,  w h e r e a s  th e  fo r m  m a n if e s te d  b y  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  
and  p a r t i c u l a r  s c i e n c e s  i s  p r o x im a te  and  m e r e ly  e m p ir io lo g ic a l  
c a u s e ,  th a t  i s ,  ju m p in g  o ff g ro u n d  f o r  a p r e d ic t io n .

b . A lso  o n  th e  s c o r e  o f  M A N IFE S T IN G  F O R M  do  th e y  
d i f f e r ,  f o r  th e  M A N IFE S T IN G  F O R M  of th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  
i s  a n  e m p ir io lo g ic a l  l ig h t  o f th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n ,  w h e r e a s  
th a t  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  a n  o n to lo g ic a l  l ig h t o f t h e s e  p r in c ip le s .

b l .  T h is  d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  e m p i r io lo g ic a l  and  th e  
o n to lo g ic a l  l ig h t  o f th e  p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n  i s  th u s  e x p la in e d ;

b la .  I n s o f a r  a s  th e  p r in c ip le s  i l lu m in e  th e  m o d e  o f 
b e in g  w h ich  i s  found  in  a g iv e n  o b je c t ,  b y  a n a ly s in g  i t  in to  b e in g , 
d e f in in g  i t  in  t e r m s  o f  b e in g , and  in d ic a t in g  i t s  r e a s o n s  o f  b e  
( i . e  i t  s  c a u s e s ) ,  th e  p r in c ip le s  sh e d  an  o n to lo g ic a l  l ig h t;

b ib .  b u t in s o f a r  a s  th e  p r in c ip le s  a r e  u s e d  m e r e ly  to  c la s s i f y  
w h a t i s  e x p e r im e n ta l ly  o b s e r v e d ,  and  to  g e n e r a l i s e  th e r e u p o n ,  th u s  
fo r m u la t in g  g e n e r a l  la w s  o f  o b s e r v a b le  s e q u e n c e  in  p h e n o m e n a , and  
th e r e b y  in d ic a t in g  in v a r ia b le  a n te c e d e n ts  o f  p h e n o m e n a , and 
d i s c o v e r in g  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  c o n d it io n s  o f  a n  o b s e rv e d  phenom enon^  
th e  p r in c ip le s  s h e d  a n  e m p i r io lo g ic a l  l ig h t .

b lc .  F o r  i t  i s  to  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  th a t  e v e r y  s c ie n t i f i c  a c t ,  
a s  d i s t in c t  f r o m  a n  e x p e r ie n t ia l  a c t ,  i s  e x e r c i s e d  u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  
o f p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n :  i f  t h i s  l ig h t  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  in  s u c h  w is e  a s  to  
b e  c o n fin e d  to  th e  e m p i r io lo g ic a l  o r d e r  ( i . e ,  to  th e  o r d e r  o f  o b s e rv e d  
p h e n o m e n a ) , th e n  th i s  l ig h t  i s  m e r e ly  e m p ir io lo g ic a l  in  c h a r a c t e r ;  i f  
h o w e v e r  i t  i l lu m in a te s  and  d is p la y s  th e  in o b s e r v a b le  m o d e s  o r  e n ti ty  
o r  r e a l i t y  im p l ie d  b y  o b s e r v a b le  m o d e s  o r  e n t i ty  o r  r e a l i t y  im p lie d  b y  
o b s e r v e d  p h e n o m e n a , and th e  r e a s o n s  o f  b e  ( i . e .  th e  c a u s e s )  o f 
o b s e rv e d  p h e n o m e n a , th e n  th i s  l ig h t  i s  o n to lo g ic a l  in  c h a r a c t e r .

b 2 . N ow , i t  i s  u l t im a te ly  th i s  d is t in c t io n  in  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  
p r in c ip le s  o f r e a s o n ,  th a t  d i s t in g u is h e s  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c ie n c e  of 
n a tu r e  f r o m  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  o f n a tu r e .

B . T H E  P R O B L E M  O F  N A T U R A L  PH IL O S O P H Y : T h e  
q u e s t io n  th a t  r i s e s  h e r e  i s  th is :  " I s  t h e r e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c ie n c e  
o f  n a tu r e  d i s t in c t  f r o m  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  o r  e m p ir io lo g ic a l  s c ie n c e  
o f  n a t u r e ^  In  v ie w  o f  w h a t h a s  b e e n  s a id  ab o v e  (n . 37) r e g a r d in g  
th e  s p e c i f ic a t io n  and  d i s t in c t io n  o f  s c i e n c e s  f r o m  t h e i r  o b je c t  
f o r m a l ly  c o n s id e r e d ,  th e  q u e s t io n  i s  r e s o lv e d  in to  th is :  MIs  th e  
o b je c t ,  f o r m a l ly  c o n s id e r e d ,  o f n a tu r a l  p h ilo s o p h y , d i s t in c t  f r o m  
th e  o b je c t ,  f o r m a l ly  c o n s id e r e d ,  of th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  o r  n a tu r a l  
s c ie n c e s ? * 1

a .  T H E  D IF F IC U L T Y  l i e s  in  t h i s ,  th a t  th e  s u b je c t  o f  e a c h  
i s  m o v a b le  b e in g , and  th a t  b o th  p ro c e e d  u n d e r  th e  n a tu r a l  l ig h t  o f  th e  
p r in c ip le s  o f  r e a s o n  in  th e  lo w e s t  d e g r e e  o f  lu m in o s i ty .

b .  H o w e v e r , th e  A N SW ER  i s  th a t  n a tu r a l  p h ilo s o p h y  
p r o c e e d s  in  i t s  a c t  t in d e r  th tro n lu lu g iu a l  l ig h t  o f th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  
r e a s o n ,  w h e r e a s  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  p r o c e e d  u n d e r  th e  
e m p i r io lo g ic a l  l ig h t  o f th e s e  p r in c ip le s .

b l .  T h is  m e a n s  th a t  n a tu r a l  p h ilo so p h y  u l t im a te ly  a n a ly s e s  
i t s  c o n c e p ts  in to  b e in g , w h ile  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  u l t im a te ly  
a n a ly s e  t h e i r  c o n c e p ts  in to  o b s e r v a b le  p h e n o m e n a ; i t  m e a n s ,  a s  a  
c o n s e q u e n c e , th a t  n a tu r a l  p h ilo s o p h y  e x p lo r e s  an d  e s t a b l i s h e s  th e
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c a u s e s  o f  m o v a b le  b e in g , w h ile  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  e x p lo re  and 

e s t a b l i s h  la w s  o f s e q u e n c e  in  p h e n o m e n a  o b s e r v a b le .

b 2 . T h u s ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  e x p e r im e n ta l  p sy c h o lo g y  e x a m in e s ,  

c l a s s i f i e s ,  and s t a t e s  th e  la w s  o f s e q u e n c e  in ,  th e  fu n c tio n s  o f a 

l iv in g  o r g a n is m , w h e r e a s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p sy c h o lo g y  e x p lo r e s  th e  

p r in c ip le s  w h ich  th e s e  fu n c tio n s  s u p p o s e  and  th e  c a u s e s  w h ich  th e y  

im p ly , and  w h ich  a r e  u l t im a te ly  e x p l ic a t iv e  o f th e m .

b 3 . T h is  d iv e r s i t y  b e tw e e n  p h ilo s o p h y  (n a tu r a l)  and  th e  

e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  m ig h t b e  s u m m e d  u p  b y  s a y in g  th a t  th e  

e x p e r im e n ta l  .s c ie n c e s  a r e  s c i e n c e s  o f s ta te m e n t  (s c ie n t ia  q u ia , 

s c ie n c e  d e  c o n s t  a t  a t io n ) , w h e r e a s  n a tu r a l  p h ilo so p h y  i s  a s c ie n c e  o f 

e x p la n a t io n  ( s c ie n t ia  p r o p te r  q u id , s c ie n c e  d 1 e x p lic a t io n )  o f th e  s a m e  

m a t e r i a l  o b je c t:

b 4 . I t  m ig h t  b e  s u m m e d  u p  a g a in  b y  s a y in g  th a t  th e  e x p e r i 

m e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  a r e  s c i e n c e s  o f M O V A B LE b e in g , w h e r e a s  n a tu r a l  

p h ilo s o p h y  i s  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  m o v a b le  B E IN G .

b 5 . I t  i s  e v id e n t  t h e r e f o r e  th a t  w h e r e a s  e x p e r im e n ta l  

s c ie n c e  i s  im p e r f e c t  s c i e n c e ,  n a tu r a l  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  in c o m p le te  

s c i e n c e ,  r e q u i r in g  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  a s  a c o m p le m e n t to  

i t s e l f .  H e n c e  n a tu r a l  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  r e q u i r e d  to  p e r f e c t  e x p e r im e n ta l  

s c i e n c e ,  and  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c ie n c e  i s  r e q u i r e d  to  c o m p le te  n a tu r a l  

p h ilo s o p h y .

C . SU M M ARY: It i s  to  b e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t :

a .  P h i lo s o p h y  i s  n o t th e  v /ho le  o f s c i e n c e ,  th a t  i t  d o e s  no t 

a b s o r b  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  in to  i t s e l f ,  b u t r a t h e r  th a t  i t  

l e a v e s  th e m  in  t h e i r  d i s t in c tn e s s ;  ( th is  i s  to  b e  n o ted  a g a in s t  

D e s c a r t e s ,  w ho r e g a r d e d  p h ilo s o p h y  a s  th e  w ho le  o f s c i e n c e ,  t h e r e  

b e in g  no s c ie n c e  o th e r  th a n  p h ilo so p h y ) .

b .  O n th e  o th e r  h an d  i t  i s  to  b e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  

s c i e n c e s  do  n o t a b s o r b  p h ilo s o p h y  in to  t h e m s e lv e s ,  th a t  th e y  a r e

n o t th e  w h o le  o f s c i e n c e ,  b u t r a t h e r  th a t  p h ilo s o p h y  r e m a in s  d i s t in c t  

f r o m  th e m  and ab o v e  th e m ;  ( th is  i s  to  b e  n o te d  a g a in s t  th e  P o s i t i v i s t s ,  

s u c h  a s  C o m te , w ho a d m it te d  no  p h ilo s o p h y , b u t r e g a r d e d  th e  

e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  a s  th e  w h o le  o f  s c ie n c e :  p h ilo s o p h y , i f  th e  

t e r m  b e  a d m it te d ,  b e in g  n o th in g  m o r e  th a n  th e  c o - o r d in a t io n  o r  

s y s te m a t i s a t i o n  o f  th e  s c ie n c e s ) .

P h i lo s o p h y  and  th e  1 c o r p u s 1 o f  th e  n a tu r a l  o r  

p o s i t iv e  o r  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  h a v e  th e  

s a m e  m a t e r i a l  o b je c t  (e v e ry th in g  k n o w a b le ) .

B u t p h ilo s o p h y  p r o c e e d s  u n d e r  an  o n to lo g ic a l  

l ig h t ,  w h e r e a s  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  p ro c e e d  

u n d e r  a n  e m p i r io lo g ic a l  l ig h t .  And p h ilo so p h y  

e s t a b l i s h e s  c a u s e s ,  and  in d e e d  u l t im a te  c a u s e s ,  

w h ile  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  e s t a b l i s h  la w s  

o f  s e q u e n c e .

ST  THOM AS

D E S C A R T E S  

P h ilo s o p h y  a b s o r b s  

th e  o th e r  s c i e n c e s ,  

b e in g  i t s e l f  th e  w h o le  

o f s c i e n c e .

C O M T E

T h e  e x p e r im e n ta l  

s c i e n c e s  a b s o rb  

p h ilo so p h y , -  t h e r e  

i s  no  p h ilo so p h y ; o r  

a t m o s t  p h ilo s o p h y  $s 

b u t th e  s y s te m a t iz a c 

t io n  o f th e  e x p e r im e n t 

a l  s c i e n c e s .
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94 . P H IL O S O P H Y  JU D G E S T H E  P A R T IC U L A R  S C IE N C E S :
E v e r y  s c ie n c e  i s  a u to n o m o u s , in  th e  s e n s e  th a t  e v e r y  s c ie n c e

h a s  th e  s u f f ic ie n t  m e a n s  to  a t t a in  t r u th  ab o u t i t s  ow n  o b je c t  (ev e n  
th o u g h , in  s o m e  c a s e s ,  i t  b o r r o w  th e s e  m e a i s  f r o m  a h ig h e r  s c i e n c e ,  
a s  w h en  a s c ie n c e ,  s u c h  a s  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  la c k in g  s e l f - e v id e n t  
p r in c ip le s  o f  i t s  ow n, b o r r o w s  p r in c ip le s  f ro m  g e o m e try ; )  and  no 
on e  m a y  d e n y  a t r u th  e s ta b l is h e d  b y  a n y  s c ie n c e ;  t r u th  c a n n o t 
c o n tr a d ic t  t r u t h ,  f o r  t h e r e  i s  no  c o n tr a d ic t io n  in  th e  r e a l .

A . B u t w h en  a s c i e n t i s t  e r r s ,  e v e n  th o u g h  n o t p a s s in g  
b ey o n d  h is  ow n d o m a in , th o u g h  h e  m a y  r e f l e c t  and  c o r r e c t  h im s e l f ,  
i t  i s  o b v io u s  th a t  p h ilo s o p h y  a ls o  m a y  ju d g e  h im , sh o u ld  h is  te a c h in g  
c o n tr a d ic t  a  t r u th  o f  p h ilo s o p h y . T h u s  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  th e  h ig h e s t  
n a tu r a l  s c i e n c e ,  m a y  ju d g e  a l l  o th e r  n a tu r a l  s c i e n c e s .

B . W hen , c o n v e r s e ly ,  a  p h i lo s o p h e r  a r r i v e s  a t  a  c o n 
c lu s io n  th a t  c o n t r a d ic t s  a t r u t h  e s ta b l is h e d  b y  a n  e x p e r im e n ta l  
s c i e n c e ,  i t  i s  th e  o f f ic e  o f th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  to  d e te r m in e  how  f a r  
t h e r e  i s  c o n tr a d ic t io n ,  and  to  fin d  th e  e r r o r  in  h is  ow n  p r o c e s s e s ;  
a n  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c ie n c e  c a n n o t ju d g e  p h ilo s o p h y , b u t p h ilo s o p h y  
m a y  r e f l e c t  u p o n  i t s e l f ,  and  u s in g  th e  te s t im o n y  o r  v e r d ic t  o f 
p h y s ic a l  o r  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e ,  ju d g e  i t s e l f .

95 . P A R T IC U L A R  S C IE N C E S  A R E  S U B A L T E R N A T E  ON T H E
SC O R E  O F  D E F IN IT IO N  T O  M E T A PH Y SIC S: S in c e

m e ta p h y s ic s  i s  th e  h ig h e s t  s c ie n c e  o f th e  n a tu r a l  o r d e r ,  i t  b e lo n g s  
to  m e ta p h y s ic s  to  fu lf i l  a s  r e g a r d s  a l l  o th e r  n a tu r a l  s c i e n c e s  th e  
o f f ic e  o f  d i r e c t i v e  s c ie n c e  ( s c ie n t ia  r e c t r i x ) ,  (c f . n n . 5 0 -5 1 ). T h is  
d o e s  n o t m e a n  th a t  th e  o th e r  s c i e n c e s  a r e  in c a p a b le ,  w ith o u t m e t 
a p h y s ic s ,  o f  a t ta in in g  t h e i r  e n d , -  w h ich  i s  t r u th ;  a n  a s t r o n o m e r  
c a n  b e  a  good a s t r o n o m e r  w ith o u t b e in g  a m e ta p h y s ic ia n .  M e ta p h y s ic s  
d o e s  n o t d i r e c t  th e  o th e r  s c i e n c e s  to  t h e i r  e n d . B u t i t  d o e s  m e a n  
th a t  m e ta p h y s ic s  d e te r m in e s  w h a t i s  th e  end  o f  e a c h  s c ie n c e ;  in  o th e r  
w o r d s ,  i t  d e te r m in e s  w h a t i s  i t s  o b je c t ,  -  an d  a c c o rd in g ly  i t s  n a tu r e ;  
and  a c c o rd in g ly  to o , d e te r m in e s  th e  o r d e r  e x is t in g  b e tw e e n  th e  v a r io u s  
s c i e n c e s ,  and  th u s  c l a s s i f i e s  th e m .

A . T h is  T h o m is t ic  d o c tr in e  i s  a g a in s t  th e  te a c h in g  o f 
D e s c a r t e s  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d , and  o f C o m te  o n  th e  o th e r ,  t h u s : -

S T . THOM AS 
M e ta p h y s ic s  i s  a q u e e n , o f 
w h o m  th e  o th e r  s c i e n c e s  
a r e  s u b je c t s .

D E S C A R T E S  
M e ta p h y s ic s  i s  a 
q u e e n , b u t h a s  no 
s u b je c t s .

C O M T E  
T h e  o th e r  
s c i e n c e s  h av e  

no  q u e e n .

B . A c c o rd in g  to  T h o m is m  t h e r e  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  o r d e r  a m o n g  
th e  s c i e n c e s ,  in a s m u c h  a s  th e  s c i e n c e s ,  b e in g  s u b o rd in a te d  to  one  
f i r s t  o r  s u p r e m e  s c ie n c e  w h ich  h a s  th e  o f f ic e  o f s e t t in g  o r d e r  a m o n g  
th e  r e s t ,  a r e  c o -o r d in a te d  a m o n g  th e m s e lv e s .  N o te  th a t  O R D E R  i s :  

f,D is p o s i t io n  o r  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  m a n y  a c c o rd in g  to  b e fo r e  and  a f t e r  
w ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  s o m e  f i r s t ” . T h e  T h o m is t ic  d o c tr in e  o n  th i s  p o in t 
i s  a n  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  th e  p r in c ip le :  ” N on  d a tu r  c o - o r d in a t io  s in e  
s u b o rd in a t io n e  -  T h e r e  i s  no  c o - o r d in a t io n  w ith o u t s u b o rd in a tio n ” .

C . H e n ce : th e  te a c h in g  o f  C o m te  r e a l l y  d e n ie s  o r d e r  am o n g
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th e  s c i e n c e s ,  -  e x c lu d in g  th e  " r e f e r e n c e  to  a f i r s t "  w h ich  i s  

of th e  e s s e n c e  o f o r d e r .  A c c o rd in g  to  D e s c a r t e s  a ls o  t h e r e  i s  no  

o r d e r  a m o n g  th e  s c i e n c e s ,  -  f o r  D e s c a r t e s  e x c lu d e s  th e  " m a n y 1 

w h ich  i s  o f  th e  e s s e n c e  o o r d e r .

a .  T h u s  o n  th e  o n e  h an d  D e s c a r t e s  e x a g g e r a te s  th e  u n ity  

o f  s c i e n c e ,  to  th e  p o in t th a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t u n ity  o f  o r d e r  m e r e ly ,  

b u t u n i ty  o f  id e n t i ty .

b . O n th e  o th e r  hand  C o m te  m in im is e s  th e  u n i ty  o f  th e  

s c ie n c e s  to  th e  d e g r e e  th a t  t h e r e  i s  no  u n ity .

c .  S t T h o m a s  p r e s e r v e s  a n  e v e n  and  ju s t  b a la n c e ,  n o t 

a s s e r t i n g  to o  m u c h  u n ity , s u c h  a s  w ou ld  e x c lu d e  th e  m a n y , n o r  to o  

l i t t l e  u n i ty  s u c h  a s  w ould  e x a g g e ra te  th e  m a n y : h e  a s s e r t s  a  U N IT Y  

O F  O R D E R .

d . T h is  m a y  b e  th u s  b r i e f ly  s c h e m a t iz e d :  -

ST  THOM AS 

T h e  s c ie n c e s  c o n s t i tu te  

a u n ity  o f  m a n y , i . e .  a 

u n ity  o f  o r d e r .

D E S C A R T E S  

T h e  s c ie n c e s  c o n 

s t i tu t e  a p u re  

u n i ty ,  i . e .  u n ity  

w ith o u t m a n y .

C O M T E  

T h e  s c ie n c e s  c o n 

s t i tu t e  a p u re  

m a n y , i . e .  m a n y  

w ith o u t u n i ty .

96 . P A R T IC U L A R  S C IE N C E S  A R E  SUB A L T E R N A T E  S IM P L Y  

B U T  IM P R O P E R L Y  ON T H E  SC O R E  O F  P R IN C IP L E S ,

T O  M E T A PH Y S IC S: T h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  a l l  o th e r  s c i e n c e s  a r e  d e p e n d e n t 

o n  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  in a s m u c h  a s  t h e i r  p r in c ip le s  a r e  

c o n tr a c t io n s  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  and  c a n n o t b e  t r u e  

u n le s s  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  m e ta p h y s ic s  a r e  t r u e .  T h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  

o th e r  s c i e n c e s  a r e  n o t d i r e c t l y  d e p e n d e n t o n  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  m e t a 

p h y s ic s ,  a s  a  c o n c lu s io n  i s  d i r e c t l y  d e p e n d e n t o n  i t s  p r e m i s e s ;  r a t h e r ,  

th e y  a r e  th e m s e lv e s  s e l f - e v id e n t  (in  m o s t  c a s e s ) ,  and  c a r r y  c o n v ic tio n  

in  t h e m s e lv e s ;  b u t ttoey a r e  i n d i r e c t ly  d e p e n d e n t o n  th e  p r in c ip le s  

o f  m e ta p h y s ic s  and  c a n  b e  r e s o lv e d  in to  th e m . I t  i s  b y  th i s  r e s o lu t io n  

in to  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  m e ta p h y s ic s  th a t  th e y  a r e  d e fe n d e d , -  s o  th a t  

i t  i s  th e  o f f ic e  o f  m e ta p h y s ic s  to  d e fe n d  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  o th e r  

s c i e n c e s .

A . N o te  th a t  w e f in d  tw o  k in d s  o f  d e p e n d e n c e  of o n e  t r u th  

u p o n  a n o th e r ,  in a s m u c h  a s :

a .  i t  i s  n o t t r u e  u n le s s  t h a t  i s  t r u e  ( in d ir e c t  d e p e n d e n c e ) ;

b .  i t  i s  n o t know n u n le s s  th a t  i®  fo re -k n o w n  ( d i r e c t  

d e p e n d e n c e ) .

B . Now th e  p r in c ip le s  o f th e  lo w e r  s c ie n c e s  d e p en d  u p o n  

th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  m e ta p h y s ic s  in  th e  f o r m e r  m a n n e r  o n ly .

a . D e s c a r t e s  h o w e v e r  th o u g h t th a t  th e y  d e p en d  in  b o th  

w a y s , -  in v o lv in g  th a t  th e  lo w e r  s c ie n c e s  w ou ld  b e  m e r e ly  p a r t s  

o f  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  and  t h e i r  c o n c lu s io n s  o n ly  th e  u l t im a te  c o n c lu s io n s  

o f  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  w h ile  t h e i r  p r in c ip le s  w ould  b e  th e  p r o x im a te  c o n 

c lu s io n s  o f  m e ta p h y s ic s .

b .  C o m te , o n  th e  o th e r  e x t r e m e ,  e n v is a g e d  no  d e p e n d e n c e

o f th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  lo w e r  s c ie n c e s  o n  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  

-  in v o lv in g  th a t  th e  lo w e r  s c ie n c e s  w ould  b e  u t t e r l y  u n r e la te d  to  

m e ta p h y s ic s .

C . T h e  T h o m is t ic  d o c t r in e  h e r e  i s  w h a t i s  ta u g h t in  o th e r



56

p la c e s ,  to  w it ,  th a t  o th e r  p r in c ip le s  c a n n o t b e  d e d u c e d  f ro m  th e  
p r in c ip le  o f c o n tr a d ic t io n ,  n o r  b e  p ro v e d  o s te n s iv e ly  f r o m  i t ;  b u t 
th e y  c a n  b e  p ro v e d  m e r e ly  d e fe n s iv e ly  o r  i n d i r e c t ly  b y  r e d u c t io n  
to  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  c o n tr a d ic t io n ,  in a s m u c h  a s  i t  c a n  b e  sh o w n  th a t  
th e  d e n ia l  o f  th e m  i s  ( im p lic i t ly )  th e  d e n ia l  o f  th e  p r in c ip le  o f 
c o n tr a d ic t io n .

D . T h e  a n t i th e s i s  and  s y n th e s i s  o f  d o c t r in e  h e r e  m a y  
b e  th u s  s ta te d :  -

ST  THOM AS
T h e  p r in c ip le s  o f th e  o th e r  
s c i e n c e s  a r e  IN D IR E C T L Y  
D E P E N D E N T  o n  th o s e  o f 
m e ta p h y s ic s .

D E S C A R T E S  C O M T E
T h e  p r in c ip le s  o f th e  
o th e r  s c i e n c e s  a r e  
D IR E C T L Y  D E P E N D E N T  
o n  th o s e  o f  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  
( th e  o th e r  s c i e n c e s  
b e in g  o n ly  p a r t s  o f 
m e ta p h y s ic s ) .

T h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  
o th e r  s c i e n c e s  a r e  
NOT D E P E N D E N T  
a t a l l  o n  th o s e  o f 
m e ta p h y s ic s ,  ( th e r e  
b e in g  no m e ta p h y s ic s ) .

97 . O T H E R  S C IE N C E S  A R E  S U B A L T E R N A T E  ON T H E  SC O R E  O F  
EN D  T O  M E T A PH Y S IC S: In  a d d it io n  to  th e  v a r io u s  s u b a l t e r 

n a tio n s  o f  s c i e n c e s  s e e n  e a r l i e r  (nn . 7 3 -7 4 ) , t h e r e  i s  a n o th e r  o n  
th e  s c o r e  o f  e n d , and  i t  i s  had  w h en  th e  end  o f o n e  s c ie n c e  s u b 
s e r v e s  th e  end  o f  a n o th e r ,  -  a s  w h en  th e  en d  o f  th e  s c ie n c e  o f 
e c o n o m ic s  s u b s e r v e s  th e  end  o f  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  p o l i t i c s .

A . N ow  in  t h i s  m a n n e r ,  a l l  th e  lo w e r  s c i e n c e s  a r e  in  s o m e  
d e g r e e  s u b a l te r n a te  to  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  f o r  a l l  lo w e r  an d  l e s s  p e r f e c t  
k n o w le d g e  i s  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  h ig h e r  and  m o r e  p e r f e c t  k n o w le d g e , -  
w h ich  i s  m e ta p h y s ic s . T h is  i s  a n  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  th e  p r in c ip le :
n Im p e r f e c tu m  p r o p te r  p e r f e c tu m  -  T h e  lo w e r  i s  o n  a c c o u n t o f th e  
h ig h e r ,  th e  l e s s  p e r f e c t  o n  a c c o u n t o f th e  p e r f e c t . ’1

B . T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  s u b s e r v e  
p h ilo s o p h y , and  e s p e c ia l ly  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  in  th e  fo llo w in g  m a n n e r s :

a .  T h e y  f u r n i s h  a p t i l l u s t r a t i o n s  f o r  th e  p r in c ip le s  and  
c o n c lu s io n s  o f p h ilo s o p h y , -  w h ich  i s  a  g r e a t  s e r v i c e ,  s in c e  th e  
h u m a n  in te l l e c t  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  s e n s ib l e s  to  s u p r a - s e n s i b l e s .

b .  T h e y  in  m a n y  c a s e s  c o n f i rm  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  r e a c h e d  
b y  p h ilo s o p h y , -  a s  in  f a c t  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  c o n te m p o r a r y  p h y s ic s  
c o n f i rm  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  d o c t r in e  o f  h y le m o r p h is m .

c .  T h e y  b r in g  f a c tu a l  m a t t e r  u p o n  w h ic h  p h ilo s o p h y  m u s t  
th ro w  i t s  l ig h t ,  -  a s  in d e e d  m o d e r n  d i s c o v e r i e s  ab o u t e l e c t r o 
m a g n e t ic  u n d u la t io n s  b r in g  m u c h  m a t t e r  u p o n  w h ich  p h ilo so p h y  
m u s t  th ro w  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  f i r s t  p r in c ip le s ,  in  o r d e r  th a t  th e  u l t im a te  
c a u s e s  o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  m a t t e r  and  o f  s e n s a t io n  m a y  b e  r ig h t ly  
u n d e r s to o d .

d .  T h e y  b r in g  r e s u l t s  w h ich  p h ilo s o p h y  m a y  u s e  to  r e f u te  
o b je c t io n s  d ra w n  f ro m  th e  a f f i r m a t io n s  o f e x p e r im e n ta l  s c ie n c e  a s  
i n t e r p r e t e d  b y  o b je c t io n s .

C . I t  fo llo w s  f ro m  t h i s ,  th a t  i t  i s  o f  h ig h  a d v a n ta g e  to  th e
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p h i lo s o p h e r  to  b e  w e ll a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  f in d in g s  o f th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  

s c i e n c e s .

98 . P H IL O S O P H Y  IS NOT B A SED  U PO N  E X P E R IM E N T A L

S C IE N C E : W e h av e  s e e n  th a t  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  b a s e d  m a t e r i a l l y  

a s  r e g a r d s  i t s  s u b je c t  on  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f th e  s e n s e s  (n . 80); 

th u s  a r e  th e  a rg u m e n ts  o f  St T h o m a s  f o r  th e  e x is te n c e  o f G od b a s e d  

m a te r i a l l y  o n  s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e  b y  w n ich  w e s e e  th a t  th in g s  a r e  

m o v e d , th a t  th in g s  b e g in  to  b e  and  c e a s e  to  b e , e i f r o m  su c h  

f a c t s ,  know n  b y  s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e ,  d o e s  p h ilo s o p h y , b y  th e  l ig h t  o f 

th e  p r in c ip le s ,  d e d u c e  c o n c lu s io n s .

A . Now th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  m u s t  n o t b a s e  h is  c o n c lu s io n s  

u p o n  th e  a f f i r m a t io n s  o f e x p e r im e n ta l  s c ie n c e  in  th i s  m a n n e r ,  -  

b e c a u s e  th e  f in d in g s  o f th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s ,  s u c h  a s  p h y s ic s ,  

a s t ro n o m y , g e n e t ic s ,  p a la e o n to lo g y , b io lo g y  e tc .  a r e  in  m a n y  c a s e s  

n o t a b s o lu te ly  c e r t a in ,  b u t n e ed  c o n s ta n t  r e v i s io n  and  m o d if ic a t io n , 

a s  h i s to r y  s h o w s .

a . T h u s  p h y s ic is t s  o n c e  th o u g h t th a t  l ig h t  i s  p ro p a g a te d  

in s ta n ta n e o u s ly ;  i f  a  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  d o c tr in e  w e re  b u i l t  u p o n  th a t  

o p in io n  a s  u p o n  a fo u n d a tio n , s u c h  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  d o c t r in e  w ould  

now  n e e d  to  b e  d i s c a r d e d ,  f o r  i t  i s  now  know n  th a t  l ig h t  i s  n o t 

in s ta n ta n e o u s ly  p ro p o g a te d .

b .  T h u s ,  S t T h o m a s , th o u g h  h e  to o k  a c c o u n t o f, and  

e x p la in e d  p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly ,  and  u s e d  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  and  

a p p lie d  h is  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p r in c ip le s  to ,  th e  a s t r o n o m y  o f h is  t im e ,  

r e f u s e d  to  b u ild  h is  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  d o c tr in e  u p o n  i t  (c f. I ,  q .  32,

a . l ,  ad  2); a s i m i l a r  a t t i tu d e  d d he  ta k e  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  p h y s ic s  

o f  h is  t im e .

c . F h i lo s o p h y  m u s t  b e  k e p t F R E E  f r o m  th e  t h e o r i e s  and  

h y p o th e s e s  o f th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s ,  and  m u s t  b e  b a s e d  u p o n  

i t s  ow n p r in c ip le s  and  th e  ab r lu te ly  c e r t a i n  t e s t im o n ie s  o f th e  

s e n s e s ;  i t  m u s t  n o t b e  w ed d ed  to  a n y  p h y s ic a l  o r  a s t r o n o m ic a l  o r  

b io lo g ic a l  th e o r y ,  -  th o u g h  i t  m a y  u s e  th e s e  and  m a k e  th e m  

s u b s e r v e  i t s  ow n e n d s ,  a s  sh o w n  a l r e a d y  (n, 97),

c l .  A lm o s t  th e  w h o le  s y s te m  o f p h y s ic s  w h ich  w a s  in  v o g u e  

a t  th e  t im e s  o f  A r i s t o t l e and  St T h o m a s  i s  now  d is c a r d e d ;  and 

th o n g h  th e y  c lo th e d  t h e i r  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  n a tu r e  l i b e r a l l y  in  th e  t e r m s  

an d  id e a s  an d  o p in io n s  o f  th a t  p h y s ic a l  s y s te m ,  y e t  th e  d i s c r e d i t in g  

o f  th a t  s y s te m  o f p h y s ic s  d o e s  n o t in  a n y  w ay  e f fe c t  th e  t r u th  o f 

t h e i r  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  d o c t r in e s ;  f o r  th e y  k e p t t h e i r  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  

d o c t r in e s  f r e e  f r o m  s u c h  a s y s te m ,  n o t b a s in g  th e m  th e re u p o n .

c 2 . T h is  i s  w h a t th e  s c h o la s t i c s  o f  th e  d e c a d e n c e , and  

m a n y  m o d e r n s ,  h a v e  n o t u n d e r s to o d »

B . I t  fo llo w s  th a t  a  g e n u in e  p h ilo s o p h y  h a s  n o th in g  w h a te v e r  

to  f e a r  f r o m  a d v a n c e s  in  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e ,  b u t h a s  r e a s o n s  to  

w e lc o m e  s u c h  a d v a n c e s .

a . F o r  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  n e v e r  e n s la v e d  to  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e .

b .  T h u s ,  i f  p h i lo s o p h e r s  b e  t r u e  to  t h e i r  o f f ic e  and  t h e i r  

v o c a t io n , t h e r e  i s  n e v e r  an y  d a n g e r  o f  g e n u in e  c o n f l ic t  b e tw e e n  p h i l 

o so p h y  and  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  s c i e n c e s .

c . I f  th e  d e c a d e n t  s c h o la s t i c s  and m o d e r n  e x p e r im e n ta l i s t s  

h ad  u n d e r s to o d  t h i s ,  th e  g r e a t  p s e u d o - p r o b le m  o f  th e  c o n f l ic t  b e tw e e n  

p h ilo s o p h y  and  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  w h ich  h a s  d is tu r b e d  a l l  

p h i lo s o p h ic  and  s c ie n t i f i c  th o u g h t f o r  th e  p a s t  f o u r  c e n tu r e s ,  w ould  

n e v e r  h a v e  a r i s e n .

C . T h e  p o s i t4 c a n  k e th u s  s h o w n :-
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S T . THOM AS 
P h ilo s o p h y  i s  F R E E  f ro m  e x p e r i 
m e n ta l  s c i e n c e ,  b u t u s e s  i t  
(though  n o t b a s e d  u p o n  i t  n o r  
w ed d ed  to  i t )  a s  a m i s t r e s s  
u s e s  s e r v a n t s  o r  a w o rk m a n  
a n  in s t r u m e n t .  T h e r e f o r e  
b o th  p h ilo s o p h y  and  e x p e r i 
m e n ta l  s c ie n c e  a r e  to  b e  
e n c o u ra g e d .

D E C A D E N T  SC H O LA STIC S

P h ilo s o p h y  i s  w ed d ed  to  th e  
a n c ie n t  p h y s ic a l  s y s te m s ;  
t h e r e f o r e  a l l  a d v a n c e s  in  th e  
p h y s ic a l  s c i e n c e s  a r e  to  b e  
d is c o u r a g e d  and  r e j e c t e d .

MANY M O D ER N  E X P E R IM E N T 
A LISTS
P h ilo s o p h y  i s  w ed d ed  to  th e  
a n c ie n t  p h y s ic a l  s y s te m ,  and  
w ould  im p o s e  th e m , p r e v e n t in g  
a d v a n c e s  in  th e  p h y s ic a l  s c i e n c e s  
t h e r e f o r e  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  to  b e  
d is c o u r a g e d  and  r e j e c t e d .

CO M M O N  E R R O R  
P h ilo s o p h y  i s  e n s la v e d  to  
e x p e r im e n ta l  s c ie n c e  (to  th e  
e x p e r im e n ta l  s c ie n c e  o f th e  
p e r io d  w h en  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  
w a s  e la b o r a te d ) .  T h e r e f o r e  
i f  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c ie n c e  

a d v a n c e s ,  e i t h e r  p h ilo s o p h y  
o r  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c ie n c e  m u s t  
b e  r e j e c t e d .

C H A P T E R  T W E L V E  

P H IL O S O P H Y  AND O T H E R  W ISDOMS

99. O R D E R  O F  P R O C E D U R E : T h is  c h a p te r  w ill p ro c e e d  th u s :

W isd o m  i t s e l f .............................................. A r t .  1
P h i lo s o p h y  and
o th e r  W is d o m s  P h ilo s o p h y  and  S a c re d  T h e o lo g y . . . .  A r t .  2

P h i lo s o p h y  and  G if t o f W is d o m . . . . . .  A r t .  3

A R T IC L E  O N E 

•W ISDOM.

100. COM M O N S E N S E  N O TIO N  O F  W ISDOM : T h e  n o tio n  o f 
w isd o m  i s  g a th e r e d  f r o m  th e  e s t im a te  o f  th e  w is e  m a n  

h e ld  b y  th e  c o m m o n  r u n  o f  m a n k in d .

A . N ow  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  w ise  m a n , a s  p e rc e iv e d
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b y  th e  g e n e r a l  r u n  o f  m a n k in d , a r e  e n u m e r a te d  b y  A r i s to t le  (I 
M e ta p h y s . c .  2). H e r e m a r k s  th a t  m e n  a r e  c a l le d  w is e  i f  th e  
fo llo w in g  s ix  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  o b s e rv e d  in  th e m :

a . I f  th e y  h a v e  a b e t t e r  k n o w led g e  th a n  o th e r  m e n  o f a l l  
t h a t  i s  a c c e s s ib le  to  o u r  m in d  and th a t  i s  w o r th  k n o w in g .

b .  I f  th e y  know  e v e n  m o s t  d if f ic u lt  t h in g s ,  w h ich  o th e r  
m e n  do  n o t know .

c . I f  th e y  know  th in g s  w ith  g r e a t e r  c e r t i tu d e  th a n  th e  
c o m m o n  r u n  o f  m e n , s o  th a t  t h e i r  c o n v ic tio n s  e n jo y  g r e a t  s t a b i l i ty ,  
and  t h e i r  ju d g m e n t ab o u t th in g s  i s  n o t l ia b le  to  b e  ch an g e d  w ith  
e v e r y  n ew  fa s h io n  o f th o u g h t and  b e l ie f .

d .  I f  th e y  c a n  a s s ig n  th e  r e a s o n s  o f th in g s ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  
a r e  b e t t e r  a b le  th a n  o th e r s  to  e x p la in  an d  to  t e a c h .

e .  I f  th e y  lo v e  k n o w led g e  o f t r u th  f o r  i t s  ow n s a k e ,  and  
n o t m e r e ly  o n  a c c o u n t o f th e  m a t e r i a l  u t i l i t y  o r  h o n o u rs  th a t  i t  m a y  
b r in g  th e m .

f .  I f  th e y  know  how  to  s e t  th in g s  in  r ig h t  o r d e r ,  w h e th e r  
in  th e  r e g io n  o f th e o r y  o r  o f p r a c t ic e ;  h e n c e  th e  s a y in g :  " s a p i e n t i s  
e s t  o r d in a r e  - i t  i s  p a r t  of th e  w is e  m a n  to  s e t  in  o r d e r " .

B . I f  w e e x a m in e  th e s e  s ix  n o te s  o f  th e  w is e  m a n , and  
d i s c o v e r  w h a t i t  i s  in  h im  th a t  r e s u l t s  in  h is  p o s s e s s io n  o f t h e s e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  w e s h a l l  know  w h a t w isd o m  i s .  L e t  u s  th e n  p ro c e e d  
to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  ro o t  o f t h e s e  d is t in g u is h in g  m a r k s  o f  th e  w is e .

101. U N IV E R S A L IT Y  O F  K N O W L E D G E : W hy h a s  th i s  w ise  m a n ,
o r  th a t ,  a  b e t t e r  k n o w le d g e  th a n  th e  c o m m o n  r u n  o f m e n  o f 

a l l  th in g s  a c c e s s ib le  to  th e  h u m a n  m in d ?

A . W hy, in  o th e r  w o rd s ,  d o e s  he  d is p la y  a g r e a t e r  
u n iv e r s a l i t y  o f  k n o w le d g e ?  W hy h a s  h is  k n o w led g e  a w id e r  r a n g e ?

B . B e c a u s e  h e  h a s  th o u g h t th in g s  b a c k  to  t h e i r  d e e p e s t  
r e a s o n s  - w h ich  a r e  a ls o  t h e i r  m o s t  u n iv e r s a l  r e a s o n s ,  th e  
" w h y  and  th e  w h e r e f o r e " ,  n o t m e r e ly  o f t h i s  s in g le  e v e n t o r  t h a t ,  
b u t o f  a  w h o le  c l a s s  o f e v e n ts .

a .  H e k n o w s , n o t m e r e ly  th a t  M rs  B ro w n  lo v e s  h e r  c h ild ;  
b u t w hy a l l  m o th e r s  a r e  in c l in e d  to  lo v e  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ;  n o t m e r e ly  
th a t  m y  h an d  f l i e s  u p  in s t in c t iv e ly  to  w a rd  o ff  th e  b lo w  th a t  t h r e a te n s  
m y  h e a d ; b u t w hy  in  e v e r y  o r g a n is m  th e  l e s s  v a lu a b le  m e m b e r s  w ill  
s a c r i f i c e  th e m s e lv e s  f o r  th e  m o s t  p r e c io u s .

b .  H e k n o w s , n o t m e r e ly  th a t  M r W h ite  m u s t  o b e y  th e  
la w s ;  b u t th e  v e r y  v a lu e  o f la w s ,  and  th e  r e a s o n  w hy  e v e r y  c i t i z e n  
sh o u ld  o b e y  th e m , and  w h e n ce  la w s  d e r iv e  t h e i r  b in d in g  f o r c e .

c .  H e k n o w s , n o t m e r e ly  s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  r e a s o n  w hy 
th e  S ta te  sh o u ld  g o v e rn  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f M r  G r e e n ,  b u t a  u n iv e r s a l  
r e a s o n  w hy  th e  S ta te  sh o u ld  g o v e rn  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  i t s  m e m b e r s .

d .  H e k n o w s , n o t m e r e ly  th a t  m a n  t a l k s ,  and  th e  m o n k e y  
d o e s  n o t; b u t th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  d e e p  r o o ts  o f  s p e e c h  in  i n te l l e c t ,  
and  in  i m m a te r i a l i t y .

e .  H e k n o w s , n o t m e r e ly  th a t  th i s  o r  th a t  c h a n g e  o c c u r s  
in  th e  u n iv e r s e ,  b u t u l t im a te ly  w hy e v e r y  c h a n g e  o c c u r s ,  and  w hy 
th e  u n iv e r s e  i s  s u b je c t  to  c h a n g e , and  how  d e e p  i t s  c h a n g e s  go , and 
w h a t th in g s  th e y  a f f e c t ,  and  w h a t i s  t h e i r  n a tu r a l .e n d .

f .  H e k n o w s , n o t m e r e ly  th a t  M r  B la c k  h a s  n e v e r  m e t  a 
s q u a r e  c i r c l e ,  b u t w hy  no  m a n  e v e r  m e t  a s q u a r e  c i r c l e ,  n o r  e v e r  
w i l l .

102 . P E N E T R A T IO N  O F  K N O W L E D G E : W hy h a s  th e  w is e  m a n , in
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th e  s e c o n d  p la c e ,  a k n o w led g e  o f  e v e n  th e  m o s t  d if f ic u lt  th in g s ?

A . A g a in , b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  th o u g h t th in g s  b a c k  to  t h e i r  
u l t im a te  r e a s o n s .

B . And i t  i s  p r e c i s e ly  q u e s t io n s  d e m a n d in g  a k n o w led g e  
o f th e  u l t im a te  c a u s e s  o r  r e a s o n s  o f  th in g s ,  th a t  a r e  m o s t  d if f ic u lt  
to  a n s w e r .  F o r  o u r  k n o w led g e  b e g in s  w ith  w h a t w e s e e  and  h e a r  
and  f e e l ;  f a c t s  a r e  e a s i l y  o b s e r v a b le ;  s h a llo w  e x p la n a t io n s  a r e  f a c i le ;  
d if f ic u lty  a r i s e s ,  and  i n c r e a s e s ,  a s  w e s t r i v e  to  g e t b e n e a th  th e  
f a c t s  and p r o x im a te  s o lu t io n s  to  th e  f in a l  e x p la n a t io n  th a t  e lu c id a te s  
th e m .

103. U N SH A K E A B L E  C E R T IT U D E : W hy, a g a in , h a s  th e  w ise  
m a n  a f i r m e r  c e r t i tu d e  in  h is  k n o w le d g e ?  W hy a r e  h is  c o n v ic tio n s  
m o r e  u n s h a k e a b le  th a n  th e  p e r s u a s io n s  o f  th e  c o m m o n  r u n  o f m e n ?  
W hy h a s  h e  c o n v ic t io n s ,  and  o th e r  m e n  o n ly  o p in io n s ?

A . K now ing  th e  u l t im a te  r e a s o n s  o f th in g s ,  h e  i s  n o t m e r e ly  
a w a re  th a t  th in g s  a r e  s o ,  b u t th a t  th e y  m u s t  b e  s o ,  and  w hy  th e y  m u s t  
b e  s o .

B . H is  k n o w le d g e  i s  ro o te d  in  n e c e s s a r y  p r in c ip le s ,  
a n c h o re d  to  in e s c a p a b le  l a w s .  H e h a s  f ix e d  and  e v id e n t  s t a n d a r d s  
b y  w h ic h  h e  a d ju d ic a te s  u p o n  th e  p a s s in g  f a s h io n s  in  th e  th o u g h t o f 
th e  m o m e n t o r  th e  a g e . " I n  s e c u r i t y  h e  ju d g e s " .  I n te l le c tu a l ly ,
" h e  s ta n d s  f o u r - s q u a r e  a g a in s t  a l l  th e  w in d s  th a t  b lo w " .

104. E X P L IC A T IV E  P O W E R : W hy c a n  th e  w is e  m a n  te a c h  b e t t e r
th a n  o th e r s  ? W hy i s  h e  a b le  to  la y  h is  f in g e r  u p o n  th e  

c a u s e s  o f th in g s  ?

A . P r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  he  h a s  th o u g h t b a c k  f r o m  f a c t s  to  
t h e i r  c a u s e s ,  to  th e  r e a s o n s  th a t  e x p la in  t h e i r  e x is te n c e ,  t h e i r  n a tu r e  
and  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  F o r  to  t e a c h  i s  to  t e l l  th e  c a u s e s  o f 
th in g s :  " h i  d o c e n t q u i c a u s a s  d e  s in g u l is  d ic u n t  -  th e y  t e a c h  w ho 
t e l l  th e  c a u s e s  o f e a c h  th in g "  (A r is to t le :  I M e ta p h y s . c . 2 ) .  T h u s  
d o e s  S t T h o m a s  a ls o  s a y :  " I l i a  s c i e n t i a  e s t  m a g is  d o c t r ix  v e l  
d o c t r in a l i s  q u a e  m a g is  c o n s id e r  a t c a u s a s  - o f m o r e  a v a i l  u n to  
te a c h in g  i s  th a t  s c ie n c e  w h ich  g iv e s  m o r e  c o n s id e r a t io n  to  c a u s e s "
(In  I M e ta p h y s . c . 2 ,  l e c t .  2 ).

B . T h u s  th e  m a n  w h o se  k n o w led g e  r e a c h e s  b a c k  to  c a u s e s  
kn o w s th a t  th e  l e a f  w ould  n e v e r  f a l l  f r o m  th e  t r e e ,  th a t  th e  c h il le d  
w a te r  w ou ld  n e v e r  b e  w a r m e d , s a v e  f o r  th e  m o tio n  e x e r c i s e d  b y  a  
P r i m e  M o v e n t, w ho i s  h im s e l f  u n m o v ed ; b u t m o v e s  a l l  th in g s  th a t  
a r e  m o v e d .

a .  H e know s th a t  a  m a n  w ho i s  w is e ,  b u t l e s s  w is e  th a n
i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  b e  w ould  n e v e r  b e  w is e  a t  a l l ,  s a v e  f o r  th e  in f lu e n c e  
o f  O ne in  w hom  w isd o m  a t ta in s  i t s  s u p r e m e  p e a k , w ho i s  th e  m o d e l 
and  c a u s e  o f w isd o m  in  a l l  o th e r s  who a r e  w is e ,  s o  th a t  th e y  a r e  w is e  
o n ly  i n s o f a r  a s  th e y  a r e  m o d e lle d  u p o n  h im .

b .  H e kn o w s w h en  and  w hy th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t  c a n  b e  
t r u s t e d  to  g r a s p  t r u t h ,  f o r  h e  know s th e  c a u s e s  o f t r u th  and  
in f a l l ib i l i ty  in  k n o w le d g e . F o r  th i s  r e a s o n  h e  i s  a b le  to  t e a c h  a s  
no o th e r  m a n  c a n  te a c h ,  f o r  in  th e  w o rd s  o f " th e  P h i lo s o p h e r " :
" T h e y  t e a c h ,  w ho t e l l  th e  c a u s e s  o f  t h in g s " .

105. L O V E  O F  T R U T H : W hy, f if th ly , d o e s  th e  w ise  m a n  lo v e
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k n o w le d g e  o f th e  t r u t h  f o r  i t s  ow n  s a k e ,  n o t m e r e ly  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f 

th e  r e p u ta t io n  o r  m o n e ta r y  g a in  o r  p o w e r  th a t  k n o w le d g e  b r in g s  

h im ?

A . B e c a u s e ,  a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  u l t im a te  r e a s o n s  o f

th in g s ,  h e  k n o w s w h ich  th in g s  a r e  s e l f - j u s t i f i e d  a s  o b je c ts  o f  d e s i r e ,  and  

how  th e y  a r e  to  b e  p r e f e r r e d  to  th in g s  r e n d e r e d  d e s i r a b l e  o n ly  b y  t h e i r  

r e l a t i o n  to  s o m e th in g  e l s e  to  w h ich  th e y  c o n d u c e .

B . H e h a s  th e  r ig h t  o r d e r  and  s c a l e  o f  v a lu e s ,  and  a s s e s s e s  

m o r e  h ig h ly  th a t  w h ic h  h a s  i t s  r e a s o n  o f  d e s i r a b i l i t y  in  i t s e l f  th a n  th a t  

to  w h ich  d e s i r a b i l i t y  i s  m e r e ly  d e r iv e d  f r o m  s o m e  o th e r .

C . H e lo v e s  w isd o m  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  good  to  b e  w is e  -  n o t 

m e r e ly  b e c a u s e  w isd o m  m a y  b e  th e  m e a n s  o f  s e c u r in g  a h a n d so m e  

p r o f e s s o r i a l  s a l a r y .

106. P O W E R  T O  O R D E R : W hy, f in a l ly ,  i s  h e  b e t t e r  a b le  th a n

o th e r s  to  s e t  th in g s  in  r ig h t  o r d e r ,  to  d is p o s e  th e  m e a n s  in

d u e  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  e n d , to  s u b o r d in a te  th e  lo w e r  to  th e  h ig h e r ?

A . B e c a u s e ,  k n o w in g  th e  c a u s e s  and  r e a s o n s  o f  th in g s ,  he  

h a s  d u ly  p lo tte d  th e  o r d e r  an d  h a rm o n y  o f  r e a l i t y ,  h a v in g  th u s  a c q u ir e d  

a r ig h t  s e n s e  o f  p r o p o r t io n  and  o f  v a lu e s .

B . O r d e r  i s  th e  f o o tp r in t  o f  in te l l ig e n c e ,  an d  th e  m o r e  fu l ly  

in te l l ig e n c e  i s  d e v e lo p e d , th e  m o r e  p e r f e c t  i s  th e  o r d e r  th a t  i s  

i m p r e s s e d  u p o n  th o u g h t, t h a t  i t  c a n  i n s t i l  in to  c o n d u c t an d  in to  th in g s .

a .  T h a t  m a n  w ho h a s  p u sh e d  h is  k n o w le d g e  f u r th e s t  b ey o n d  

th e  l im i t s  o f  th e  v i s ib le ,  th e  a u d ib le ,  and  th e  t a n g ib le ,  f u r th e s t  in to  

th e  r e g io n  o f  th e  u n d e r s ta n d a b le ,  th i s  m a n  h a s  m o s t  fu l ly  g r a s p e d  th e  

o r d e r  o f  th in g s ,  f o r  i t  i s  o n ly  b y  u n d e r s ta n d in g  -  n o t b y  s e n s e  -  

th a t  o r d e r  i s  a p p re h e n d e d .

b .  A c c o rd in g ly , h e  k n o w s w e ll  th a t  th e  f i tn e s s  o f m a n  to  

a t t a in  h i s  u l t im a te  g o a l -  th a t  i s ,  h is  m o r a l  g o o d n e s s  -  o ugh t 

n e v e r  b e  s u b o rd in a te d  n o r  s a c r i f i c e d  to  h is  f i tn e s s  f o r  ru n n in g  r a c e s ,  

o r  p la y in g  fo o tb a l l ,  o r  w r i t in g  s e n s a t io n a l  n e w s p a p e r  r u b b is h ,  o r  

a c q u i r in g  a  lu x u r io u s  l iv e l ih o o d , o r a g g ra n d iz in g  th e  s t a t e .

c .  H e k n o w s th a t  t h e r e  a r e  p e r s o n a l  v a lu e s  in  m a n  th a t  

o u g h t n e v e r  to  b e  e n c ro a c h e d  u p o n  f o r  th e  c iv i l  p r o s p e r i ty ;

d .  T h a t  a s o c ie ty  o f  v i r tu o u s  c i t i z e n s  l iv in g  in  h u m b le  

c o n d it io n s  i s  p r e f e r a b l e  to  a  n a tio n  o f  l i b e r t i n e s  and  ro g u e s  p r a c t i s in g  

s c ie n c e  an d  c u lt iv a te d  a r t ,  and  d w e llin g  in  th e  m id s t  o f c o m fo r t  and  

e n jo y m e n t;

e .  T h a t  th e  u p r ig h t  p e a s a n t  i s  a  b e t t e r  m a n  and  a  g r e a t e r  

a s s e t  to  s o c ie ty  th a n  th e  c l e v e r  an d  a m u s in g  w r i t e r  o f  f i l th ,  th a n  th e  

l e a r n e d  p r o f e s s o r  w ho u n d e rm in e s  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  m o r a l i ty ;

f .  T h a t  a h o m e -m a k in g  m o th e r ,  r e a r i n g  a  good  and  

h e a l th y  f a m i ly ,  i s  m u ch  to  b e  p r e f e r r e d  to  th e  s o c ie ty  d a m e  w ho 

M k n o w s e v e ry o n e  w o r th  k n o w in g 1, w ho c u ts  a n  e le g a n t  b a l l r o o m  

f ig u r e ,  w ho i s  a d e p t a t  c o n s u m in g  c o c k ta i l s  an d  m a k in g  n im b le  

s a l l i e s  o f  s m a r t  r e p a r t e e .

g . H e k n o w s th a t  th e  h a p p in e s s  o f  m a n , in  t h i s  w o r ld  and  

b e y o n d , e n ta i l s  h is  f r e e d o m  a s  a c i t iz e n ;  th a t  t h i s  f r e e d o m  i s  m u c h  

m o r e  w o r th  e f f o r t  an d  th e  i l l s  o f  c o n f l ic t  th a n  i s  a c o m fo r ta b le  l i f e  

o f m a t e r i a l  w e l l -b e in g  and  m e n ta l  a m u s e m e n t .

107. D E F IN IT IO N  O F  W ISDOM : S u ch  th e n  a r e  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

o f th e  w is e  m a n , and  s u c h  i s  w is d o m , w h ich  i s  t h e i r  r o o t .  E v e r y
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o n e  o f  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i s  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  o n e  s o u r c e  -  a  
g r a s p  o f  th e  u l t im a te  c a u s e s  and  r e a s o n s  e x p l ic a t iv e  o f t h in g s . In  
th i s  k n o w le d g e  d o e s  w isd o m  c o n s i s t .  W isd o m  i s  m ig h t i ly  u s e fu l ;  
b u t i t s  h ig h e s t  g o o d n e s s  l i e s  n o t in  i t s  u s e f u ln e s s  u n to  s o m e th in g  
o th e r ;  i t s  h ig h e s t  g o o d n e s s  i s  i t s  d e s i r a b i l i t y  f o r  i t s  ow n s a k e .

A . N ot f r o m  th e  m e r e  f a c t  o f  h i s  w isd o m  i s  th e  w is e  
m a n  a  good  r u l e r ,  o r  a good  g u id e , o r  e v e n  a  good  m a n . I t  i s  n o t 
w is d o m , b u t v i r tu e  o f  a n o th e r  k in d , th a t  m a k e s  u s  good m e n ; f o r  
in te l l ig e n c e  i s  m o r a l ly  n e u t r a l .

B .  I t  i s  n o t w is d o m , b u t p ru d e n c e ,  th a t  m a k e s  u s  good  
c o u n s e l lo r s  an d  good  r u l e r s ;  and  p ru d e n c e  s u p p o s e s  m a n y  th in g s  
o th e r  th a n  w is d o m . N e v e r th e l e s s ,  w isd o m  i s  a  m ig h ty  w e a p o n  o f 
v i r tu e  and  p r u d e n c e ,  w h e re b y  th e s e  c a n  a c h ie v e  e n o rm o u s  w o rk s  i f  
t h a t  p o te n t  in s t r u m e n t  b e  a t  t h e i r  c o m m a n d .

C . W isd o m  a c c o rd in g ly  i s  D E F IN E D ; tlC o g n itio  r e r u m  p e r  
a l t i s s i m a s  c a u s e s  -  K n o w led g e  o f  th in g s  th ro u g h  t h e i r  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s " .

108 . VA RIO U S W ISDOM S: W isd o m  i s  m a n ifo ld ,= to  w it;

A . PH IL O S O P H Y : W isd o m  ta k e n  in  th e  s t r i c t  s e n s e  i s  o f  
c o u r s e  r e a l i s e d  in  p h ilo s o p h y , f o r  a l l  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  a  k n o w led g e  
th ro u g h  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s .  And p h ilo s o p h y  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  a n a tu r a l  
w is d o m . B u t th e  v a r io u s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s  a r e  n o t a l l  e q u a l ly  
w isd o m s*  a s  th e y  a r e  n o t a l l  e q u a l ly  k n o w le d g e s  th ro u g h  s u p r e m e  
c a u s e s :

a .  M E T A PH Y S IC S  i s  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  a b s o lu te ly  h ig h e s t  
c a u s e s ,  an d  i s  t h e r e f o r e  w isd o m  p u r e  an d  s im p le  ( s im p l i e i t e r ) .

b . O T H E R  PH IL O SO PH IC A L . S C IE N C E S  a r e  k n o w le d g e s  
o f  r e l a t i v e ly  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s  ( i . e .  c a u s e s  h ig h e s t  in ,  an d  r e l a t i v e ly  
t o ,  a  c e r t a i n  o r d e r  o n ly ); th u s  n a tu r a l  p h i lo s o p h y  i s  a  k n o w le d g e
o f th e  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s  o f  b e in g  a s  m o v a b le  and  a s  v ie w e d  in  th e  f i r s t  
d e g r e e  o f  a b s t r a c t io n ;  t h e r e f o r e  th e  o th e r  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s c i e n c e s  
a r e  w is d o m s  o n ly  S e c u n d u m  q u id 1 (s e c u n d u m  a liq u e m  c rd in e m  

-  r e l a t i v e ly  to  a  c e r t a i n  o r d e r ) .

B .  SA C R E D  T H E O L O G Y : S a c re d  th e o lo g y  i s  a k n o w le d g e  
o f  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s , b u t i s  r a d i c a l ly  s u p e r n a t u r a l ,  a s  p ro c e e d in g  u n d e r  
th e  l ig h t  o f  s u p e r n a tu r a l  r e v e a le d  p r in c ip le s ,  u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  o f  
v i r t u a l  r e v e la t io n  ( i .  e .  u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  o f  r e v e a le d  p r in c ip le s  a s  
v i r tu a l ly  c o n ta in in g  c o n c lu s io n s  t h a t  c a n  b e  d ra w n  f r o m  th e m ) .
H e n c e  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  i s  s u p e r n a tu r a l  i n  i t s  r o o t s  ( r a d ic a l ly ) .  I t
i s  a  r a d i c a l ly  s u p e r n a tu r a l  w is d o m .

C . IN F U S E D  G IF T  O F  W ISDOM : T h is  i s  a g if t  o f  th e  H o ly  
S p ir i t :  i t  i s  a f o r m a l ly  s u p e r n a tu r a l  w is d o m . I t  i s  a  q u a s i ‘- e x p e r i 
m e n ta l  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  H ig h e s t  C a u s e  in  th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  o r d e r  
th ro u g h  th e  c o n n a tu r a l i ty  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  c h a r i ty  b e tw e e n  th e  s o u l  
an d  G od ; in  th e  l ig h t  o f  t h i s  k n o w le d g e  th ro u g h  c o n n a tu r a l i ty  o f  th e  
H ig h e s t C a u s e  th e  s o u l  k n o w s an d  ju d g e s  o th e r  th in g s :  " S p i r i tu a l i s  
h o m o  i u d i c a t  d e  o m n ib u s  -  T h e  s p i r i t u a l  m a n  ju d g e th  ab o u t a l l  
th in g s "  s a y s  S t .  P a u l .

D . T h e  v a r io u s  w is d o m s  s t r i c t l y  s o - c a l l e d  a t ta in a b le  b y



m a n  in  t h i s  l i f e  c a n  a c c o rd in g ly  b e  th u s  s c h e m a t iz e d :  -

63.

and  f o r m a l ly  s o . ......................G IF T  O F

W ISDOM

S u p e r n a tu r a l

W isd o m  o f  m a n  

in  t h i s  l i f e

b u t o n ly  r a d i c a l ly  s o ...............SA C R E D

T H E O L O G Y

W isd o m  s im p ly ........................ M E T A PH Y SIC S

N a tu ra l

W isd o m  * s e c u n d u m  q u id * . .
..

O T H E R

P H IL O S O P H IC A L

SC IE N C E S

A R T IC L E  T W O

P H IL O S O P H Y  AND T H E O L O G Y .

109. N O TIO N  O F  SA C R E D  T H E O L O G Y ; T h is  i s  b r i e f ly  e x p la in e d

th u s :

A . O B JE C T : S a c re d  th e o lo g y  h a s  a s  i t s  m a n if e s te d  fo rm  

G od u n d e r  th e  v e r y  c h a r a c t e r  o f  h is  G o d -h e a d  (D eus su b  ip s a  

r a t io n e  d e i t a t i s ) .  O r  in  o th e r  w o rd s ,  i t s  s u b je c t  i s  G o d . I t s  

m a n i f e s t in g  f o r m  i s  th e  l ig h t  o f s u p e r n a tu r a l  r e v e a le d  p r in c ip le s ;  

o r ,  in  o th e r  w o r d s ,  v i r tu a l  r e v e la t io n  ( i .  e .  r e v e la t io n  a s  v i r tu a l ly  

c o n ta in in g  c o n c lu s io n s  w h ich  c a n  b e  d ra w n  th e r e f r o m ) .  H E N C E :

a .  T h e o lo g y  i s  n o t a  m e r e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  p h ilo s o p h y , n o r  

i s  i t  a  m e r e  a p p lie d  p h ilo s o p h y  a s  w e s p e a k  o f  a p p lie d  m a th e m a t ic s ,  

b u t i s  a d i s t in c t  and  s u p e r i o r  s c i e n c e ,  c o n c e rn e d  ab o u t a  d i f f e r e n t  

o b je c t  an d  p ro c e e d in g  u n d e r  a  d i f f e r e n t  l ig h t .

b .  I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  d is t in g u is h  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  ( i . e .  

th e o lo g y  p r o p e r ly  and  s t r i c t l y  s o - c a l l e d )  f ro m  n a tu r a l  th e o lo g y  

w h ich  i s  th a t  p a r t  o f m e ta p h y s ic s  w h ich  t r e a t s  o f  G od u n d e r  th e  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  b e in g  (of f i r s t  b e in g  an d  h ig h e s t  c a u s e ) ,  G od a p p e a r in g  

in  m e ta p h y s ic s  b y  w ay  o f  p r e d i c a t e .

B . D E F IN IT IO N : S a c re d  th e o lo g y  i s  a c c o rd in g ly  

D E F IN E D : " S c ie n c e  w h o se  s u b je c t  i s  G o d " .

110. S U P E R IO R IT Y  O F  SA C R E D  T H E O L O G Y  T O  PH IL O S O P H Y :

O n th e  s c o r e  of e x c e l le n c e ,  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  i s  im p ly

s u p e r i o r  to  p h ilo s o p h y , th o u g h  o n  a c e r t a i n  s e c o n d a r y  c o n s id e r a t io n  

( s e c u n d u m  q u id ) p h ilo s o p h y  i s  b e t t e r  th a n  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y . L e t  

u s  b r i e f ly  e x p la in  t h i s .

A . S IM P L Y  SP E A K IN G : A s c ie n c e  i s  c o n s id e r e d  s im p ly  

( s im p l ic i t e r )  w h en  i t  i s  c o n s id e r e d  p u r e ly  a s  k n o w le d g e , o r  

a c c o rd in g  to  i t s  o b je c t  ta k e n  f o r m a l ly .  B u t s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  i s  

b e t t e r  and  h ig h e r  th a n  p h ilo s o p h y  b y  r e a s o n  b o th  o f  i t s  m a n if e s t in g  

fo r m  and  o f i t s  m a n if e s te d  f o r m . T h e r e f o r e  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  i s ,  

s im p ly  s p e a k in g , b e t t e r  and  n o b le r  th a n  p h ilo s o p h y .
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B . *SECUNDUM  QU ID *: B u t u n d e r  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f 
e v id e n t ia l i ty  (su b  r a t io n e  e v id e n tia e )  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  b e t t e r  th a n  
s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  in  th e  th e o lo g ia n  in  th i3  l i f e .  F o r  p h ilo s o p h y  
p r o c e e d s  u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  o f  e v id e n t  o r  t r a n s p a r e n t  p r in c ip le s ,  
w h e r e a s  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  i n  th e  th e o lo g ia n  in  t h i s  l i f e  p ro c e e d s  
u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  o f  in e v id e n t  o r  o p a q u e  p r in c ip le s .  P h i lo s o p h y  
s e e s  i t s  p r in c ip le s ;  b u t th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  a r e  
b e lie v e d  b y  th e  th e o lo g ia n  in  t h i s  l i f e .  T h u s ,  u n d e r  a  c e r t a i n  r e s p e c t  
p h ilo s o p h y  i s  b e t t e r  th a n  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y .

111. SA C R E D  T H E O L O G Y  JU D G E S P H IL O S O P H Y : H e r e  a
d is t in c t io n  i s  to  b e  m a d e :

A . N E G A T IV E L Y  AS R EG A R D S C O N C LU SIO N S: S a c re d  
th e o lo g y  ju d g e s  p h ilo s o p h y  n e g a t iv e ly ,  in  th e  s a m e  s e n s e  a s  
p h ilo s o p h y  i t s e l f  ju d g e s  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  (c f . n . 94). T h is  
i s  a n e g a t iv e  ju d ic a t iv e  o f f ic e ,  in a s m u c h  a s  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  c a n  
c o n d e m n  a n y  cood u sica  d ra w n  b y  a  p h i lo s o p h e r  a g a in s t  a c e r t a in  
th e o lo g ic a l  p r o p o s i t io n .

B . N O T P O S IT IV E L Y , NO R AS R EG A R D S P R IN C IP L E S :
B u t s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  h a s  no  d o m in io n  o v e r ,  n o r  an y  r ig h t  to  ju d g e , 
th e  p r in c ip le s  o f p h ilo s o p h y .

a .  T h e  p r in c ip le s  o f p h ilo s o p h y  a r e  n o t d ra w n  f r o m  th e o lo g y  
(a s  th o s e  o f  m u s ic  a r e  d ra w n  f r o m  a r i th m e t ic ) ,  b u t a r e  s e l f - e v id e n t  and  
s e l f - s u p p o r te d .  H e n ce  p h i lo s o p h y  i s  n o t p o s i t iv e ly  ju d g ed  b y  s a c r e d  
th e o lo g y .

b .  N o r  h a s  p h ilo s o p h y  an y  n e e d  o f  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  f o r  th e  
d e fe n c e  o f i t s  p r in c ip le s ,  a s  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  s c i e n c e s  h a v e  n eed  o f 
m e ta p h y s ic s  to  d e fe n d  t h e i r s .

112. P H IL O S O P H Y  IS T H E  H A N D -M A ID  O F  T H E O L O G Y : P h ilo s o p h y
r e n d e r s  to  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  s e r v i c e s  o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  v a lu e  w h en

e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  l a t t e r .  T h e o lo g y  e m p lo y s  in  i t s  d e m o n s tr a t io n s  
t r u th s  p ro v e d  b y  p h ilo s o p h y , and  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  c a l le d  
th e  in s t r u m e n t  o r  h a n d -m a id  o f th e o lo g y  (a n c i l la  th e o lo g ia e ) .

A . A B S O L U T E L Y  SP E A K IN G  T H E O L O G Y  IS IN D E P E N D E N T
O F  P H IL O S O P H Y : P h ilo s o p h y , a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,  m u s t  f r o m  th e
n a tu r e  o f  th in g s  u s e  s e n s e - e x p e r i e n c e ,  an d  e v e n  in  s o m e  m e a s u r e
th e  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s .  T h e o lo g y , a b s o lu te ly  
s p e a k in g , i s  n o t in  th i s  f a s h io n  d e p e n d e n t o n  p h ilo s o p h y , b u t , 
a b s o lu te ly  s p e a k in g , i s  in d e p e n d e n t t h e r e o f .

B . B Y  R E A SO N  O F  IT S  S T A T E  T H E O L O G Y  IS D E P E N D E N T  
O N  P H IL O SO P H Y : B u t g iv e n  th a t  i t  e x is t  in  a p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e ,  s a c r e d  
th e o lo g y  i s  d e p e n d e n t on  p h ilo s o p h y , and  in d e e d  m u c h  m o r e  d e p e n d e n t 
o n  i t  th a n  i s  p h ilo s o p h y  u p o n  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  o r  e v e n  u p o n  
s e n s e  - e x p e r i e n c e .

a .  T h e  s t a t e  o f th e o lo g y  to  w h ich  r e f e r e n c e  i s  m a d e  h e r e  
i s  i t s  s t a t e  a c c o rd in g  a s  i t  e x i s t s  in  th e  in te l l e c t  o f  th e  w a y f a r e r  
( in  o th e r  w o r d s ,  in  th e  in te l l e c t  o f  th e  th e o lo g ia n  w ho h a s  n o t y e t  
th e  b e a t i f i c  v is io n ) ;  o n  a c c o u n t o f th e  w e a k n e s s  o f  h u m a n  u n d e r 
s ta n d in g , th e o lo g y  n e e d s  p h ilo s o p h y  b y  a  s t r i c t  n e e d ; th e  r e a s o n  i s  
th a t  th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t  in  t h i s  l i f e  c a n  u n d e r s ta n d  G od  and  th e  
th in g s  o f G od o n ly  b y  th e  a id  o f a n a lo g ie s  d r a w n  f ro m  c r e a t u r e s .

b .  B u t in  t h i s  r e g a r d  th e o lo g y  d o e s  n o t ,  a s  w e h a v e  ju s t  
in d ic a te d ,  s ta n d  in  th e  s a m e  r e l a t i o n  to  p h ilo s o p h y  a s  d c tte  th is  
l a t t e r  to  th e  i n f e r i o r  s c i e n c e s .

b l .  T h e  p h i lo s o p h e r  sh o u ld  e m p lo y  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  o f th e  
e x p e r im e n ta l  s c i e n c e s  o n ly  to  i l l u s t r a t e  h is  ow n  p r in c ip le s ;  and  
t h e r e f o r e  th e  t r u th  o f  a m e ta p h y s ic a l  o r  p h ilo s o p h ic  s y s te m  d o e s  n o t
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d e p e n d  o n  th e  t r u th  o f th e  s c ie n t i f i c  c o n c lu s io n s  th a t  i t  e m p lo y s .
b 2 . B u t s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  u s e s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p r o p o s i t io n s  to  

p ro v e  i t s  c o n c lu s io n s ;  t h e r e f o r e  a s y s te m  o f th e o lo g y  c a n n o t b e  
t r u e  i f  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p ro p o s i t io n s  v /h ich  i t  e m p lo y s  a r e  f a l s e .
T h e  th e o lo g ia n  in  t h i s  l i f e  m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  o f  s t r i c t  n e c e s s i t y  h a v e  
a t  h is  d i s p o s a l  t r u e  p h ilo s o p h y .

113. M A N N ERS IN  W HICH P H IL O S O P H Y  S E R V E S  SA C R E D  T H E O L O G Y
P h ilo s o p h y  a s  th e  h a n d m a id  o f s a c r e d  th e o lo g y , s e r v e s  th i s

l a t t e r  c h ie f ly  in  t h r e e  m a n n e r s :

A . T h e o lo g y  e m p lo y s  p h ilo s o p h y  to  d e fe n d  and  p ro v e  th o s e  
t r u th s  w h ich  b e lo n g  to  th e  p r e - a m b le s  o f  f a i th ,  s u c h  a s  th e  t r u th
o f th e  e x is te n c e  o f G o d , th e  t r u th  o f  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  and  d i s c e r n ib i l i ty  
o f  m i r a c l e s  e tc .  T h u s  d o e s  th e o lo g y  ( th a t d e p a r tm e n t  o f  i t  w h ich  
i s  c a l le d  a p o lo g e tic s )  e m p lo y  p h ilo s o p h y  to  d e fe n d  i t s  ow n  p r in c ip le s ;  
n o t th a t  p h ilo s o p h y  p r o v e s  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  ( fo r  th e s e  
a r e  r e v e a le d  and  r e m a in  in e v id e n t) ;  b u t p h ilo s o p h y  d e fe n d s  and  p r o v e s  
th e  c o n d it io n s  p r e - r e q u i r e d  o f th e  a c c e p ta n c e ,  b y  f a i th ,  o f th e  
p r in c ip le s  o f  th e o lo g y .

B . T h e o lo g y  e m p lo y s  p h ilo s o p h y  in  o r d e r  to  g a in  s o m e  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f th e  m y s t e r i e s  o f f a i th ,  f o r  th e o lo g y  u n d e r s ta n d s
th e s e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  t r u th s  b y  th e  a id  o f a n a lo g ie s  d ra w n  f r o m  c r e a t u r e s : -  
a s ,  v . g .  w h e n  th e o lo g y  u s e s  th e  p h ilo s o p h ic  c o n c e p t and  d o c tr in e  
o f  th e  m e n ta l  w o rd  to  g a in  s o m e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f th e  H o ly  T r in i ty .
In  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  th e o lo g y  u s e s  th e  c o n c e p ts  p r e p a r e d  and  e la b o r a te d  
b y  p h ilo s o p h y , and  u s e s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  c o n c lu s io n s  a s  a n  in s t r u m e n t  
o f  d e m o n s t r a t io n .

C . T h e o lo g y  e m p lo y s  p h ilo s o p h y  to  r e f u te  th e  a d v e r s a r i e s  
o f th e  f a i th ,  -  a s  w h en  th e o lo g y  sh o w s  b y  m e a n s  o f th e  p h ilo s o p h ic  
t h e o r y  o f  q u a n ti ty  th a t  th e  m y s t e r y  o f th e  E u c h a r i s t  i s  n o t o p p o se d  
to  r e a s o n .

114. P H IL O S O P H Y  P R E C E D E S  T H E O L O G Y : P h ilo s o p h y  i s  p r e 
r e q u i r e d  to  th e o lo g y ; one  m u s t  b e  a p h i lo s o p h e r  b e f o r e  he  a t te m p ts  to  
b e c o m e  a  th e o lo g ia n . T h is  i s  s o  b e c a u s e :

A . A s c e r t a i n  t r u t h s  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  o r d e r ,  k n o w ab le  b y  
c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  s u c h  a s  th e  t r u t h  o f th e  e x is te n c e  o f G o d , a r e  th e  
p r e - a m b le s  to  th e  f a i th ,  s o  th e  s c ie n t i f i c  o r  p h ilo s o p h ic  k n o w led g e  
o f  t h e s e  t r u t h s  i s  th e  p r e a m b le  to  th e  s c ie n c e  o f th e  f a i th ,  i .  e .
to  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y .

B . S a c re d  th e o lo g y  n e e d s  th e  th r e e f o ld  s e r v i c e  r e n d e r e d  
b y  p h ilo s o p h y  (c f . n . 114); t h e r e f o r e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  k n o w led g e  m u s t  
b e  h ad  in  o r d e r  th a t  th e o lo g y  m a y  b e  a b le  to  m a k e  u s e  o f  i t .

C . P h i lo s o p h y  i s  p r e - r e q u i r e d  to  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  b y  w ay  
o f s u b je c t iv e  d is p o s i t io n ;  f o r  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  i s  in  a d e g r e e  o f 
a b s t r a c t i o n  h ig h e r  e v e n  th a n  th a t  o f m e ta p h y s ic s ;  b u t th e  h u m a n  
in te l l e c t ,  w h ich  b e g in s  f r o m  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f s e n s ib le  th in g s ,  c o n -  
n a tu r a l ly  r i s e s  to  th e  h ig h e r  d e g r e e s  o f a b s t r a c t i o n  th ro u g h  a  p r e 
p a r a t io n  in  th e  lo v /e r ;  th e  lo w e r  d e g r e e s  o f a b s t r a c t i o n  p r e p a r e  
and  d is p o s e  th e  m in d  f o r  th e  h ig h e r .  T h u s  p h ilo s o p h y  le n d s  to  th e  
m in d  a s o r t  o f d i s p o s i t io n  o r  r e a d in e s s  f o r  th e  h a b it  o f th e o lo g y .

115. P H IL O S O P H Y  IS H E L P E D  B Y  SA C R E D  T H E O L O G Y : T h is
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A . G U A R D ED  AG AINST E R R O R S : In a s m u c h  a s  p h ilo s o p h y  

i s  n e g a t iv e ly  c o n tr o l le d  b y  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  (c f . n . I l l ) ,  i t  i s  g u a rd e d  

a g a in s t  a  m u lt i tu d e  o f  e r r o r s ;  th o u g h  th i s  e n ta i l s  a r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  th e  

p h i lo s o p h e r 's  f r e e d o m  to  e r r  (w h ich  f r e e d o m  i s  a n  im p e r f e c t io n ,  s o  

th a t  i t s  r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  a g o o d ), y e t  i t  s a f e g u a r d s  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r 's  

f r e e d o m  to  a t t a in  t r u t h .

B . L S D  T O  P E R F E C T  IT S E L F : S in c e  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  

d e m a n d s  m a n y  and  g r e a t  s e r v i c e s  f r o m  p h ilo s o p h y , i t  d e m a n d s  th a t  

p h ilo s o p h y  b e  a b le  to  s a t i s f y  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n ts ;  th i s  e n ta i l s  th a t  

p h ilo s o p h y  p e r f e c t  i t s e l f  u p  to  th e  p o in t th a t  i t  c a n  g iv e  to  s a c r e d  

th e o lo g y  th e  s e r v i c e s  w h ich  th i s  l a t t e r  r e q u i r e s .  I t  w a s  th u s  u n d e r  

th e  im p u ls e  o f  th e  r e q u i r e m e n ts  o f s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  th a t  T h o m is t ic  

p h ilo s o p h y  p e r f e c te d  th e  n o tio n s  and th e o r y  o f  n a tu r e  an d  p e r s o n  and 

o f  g e n e r a t io n  and  o f th e  d iv in e  c o n c u r r e n c e  to  th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f  th e  

c r e a t u r e ,  and  o f  th e  d iv in e  k n o w le d g e . B u t n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  in  th u s  

p e r f e c t in g  i t s e l f  u n d e r  a n  im p u ls e  f r o m  th e o lo g y , p h ilo s o p h y  p r o 

c e e d s  e n t i r e l y  p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly ,  p r o c e e d in g  u n d e r  i t s  ow n  l ig h t ,  -  

n o t u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e o lo g y .

C . 'P E R  ACCIDENS* P H IL O S O P H Y  MAY B E  C O N F IR M E D  

IN  T H E  C E R T IT U D E  O F  IT S C O N CLU SIO N S B Y  T H E O L O G Y : I t 

s o m e t im e s  h a p p e n s  th a t  a p h i lo s o p h ic a l  c o n c lu s io n  i s  a ls o  'p e r  

a c c id e n s ' a  th e o lo g ic a l  c o n c lu s io n . T h e  c e r t i tu d e  o f  th e o lo g y  in  

s u c h  c a s e s  r e - i n f o r c e s  th e  c e r t i tu d e  o f p h ilo s o p h y . F o r  e x a m p le :

a . T h e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  t h e r e  i s  a  r e a l  d i s t in c t io n  

in  c r e a t u r e s  b e tw e e n  a  th in g  and  i t s  b e  a p p e a r s  a ls o  to  b e  a th e o lo g ic a l  

c o n c lu s io n  f r o m  th e  r e v e a le d  t r u th  o f  th e  I n c a r n a t io n ;  h e n c e  th e  c e r t i tu d e  

o f th e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  c o n c lu s io n  i s  r e  - in fo rc e d  b y  th e  c e r t i tu d e  o f th e  

th e o lo g ic a l  c o n c lu s io n .

b .  S u ch  i s  a ls o  th e  c a s e  w ith  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  d o c tr in e  

o f  th e  d iv in e  p r e m o t io n  o f  c r e a te d  a g e n ts ;

c .  S u ch  i s  th e  c a s e  a g a in  w ith  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  c o n c lu s io n  

th a t  th e  m e d iu m  o f th e  d iv in e  fo re k n o w le d g e  o f f u tu r e  and  f u tu r ib le  

e v e n ts  i s  th e  p r e d e te r m in in g  d e c r e e  o f  th e  d iv in e  r e a s o n  s e a le d  b y  

th e  d iv in e  w il l .

A R T IC L E  T H R E E

P H IL O S O P H Y  AND T H E  G IF T  O F  W ISDOM  .

116. N O TIO N  O F  T H E  G IF T  O F  W ISDOM : F i r s t  i t s  o b je c t ,  th e n  

i t s  d e f in i t io n ;

A . O B JE C T : T h e  m a n if e s te d  f o rm  o f th e  g if t o f  w isd o m  

i s  n D e u s  su b  in t im a  r a t io n e  d e i t a t i s  u t  q u a s i - e x p e r i m e n t a l i t e r  

c o g n o s c ib i l i s  -  G od u n d e r  th e  in t im a te  c h a r a c t e r  o f G o d - n e s s ,  a s  

k n o w a b le  q u a s i - e x p e r im e n ta l l y " . T h e  m a n if e s t in g  f o r m  i s  th e  

o b je c tiv e  l ig h t  o f  th e  c o n n a tu r a l i ty  b e tw e e n  th e  d e i f o r m  s o u l  and  G od 

th ro u g h  c h a r i ty  and  th e  s u b je c t iv e  l ig h t  o f  th e  in s t in c t iv e  i l lu m in a t io n s  

o f  th e  H o ly  S p i r i t .  H E N C E , w h e r e a s  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  r e g u la te d  b y  

e v id e n t b e in g , b y  th in g s  a s  e v id e n t  u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  

o f  r e a s o n ,  th e  k n o w led g e  p ro c e e d in g  f ro m  th e  g if t o f w isd o m  i s  r e 

g u la te d  b y  th in g s  (God and  th e  th in g s  o f G od) a s  m e d ia te ly  b u t q u a s i  -  

e x p e r im e n ta l ly  e v id e n t  u n d e r  th e  o b je c tiv e  l ig h t  o f  th e  c o n n a tu r a l i ty  

b e tw e e n  th e  d e i f o r m  s o u l  and  G od th ro u g h  c h a r i ty  and  th e



67

s u b je c t iv e  l ig h t  o f  th e  in s t in c t iv e  i l lu m in a t io n s  o f  th e  H o ly  S p i r i t .

B . D E F IN IT IO N : T h e  g if t  o f w isd o m  i s  a c c o rd in g ly  D E F IN E D : 
"A n  h a b itu a l  k n o w le d g e  o f G od u n d e r  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  G o d - n e s s ,  a s  
q u a s i - e x p e r im e n ta l ly  b u t m e d ia te ly  know n  u n d e r  th e  o b je c tiv e  l ig h t  
o f c o n n a tu r a l i ty  a r i s in g  f r o m  c h a r i ty  and  th e  s u b je c t iv e  l ig h t  o f  th e  
in s t in c t iv e  i l lu m in a t io n s  o f  th e  H o ly  S p i r i t " .

117. S U P E R IO R IT Y  O F  G IF T  O F  W ISDOM : H e r e  a d i s t in c t io n  i s
to  b e  m a d e :

A . S IM P L Y : T h e  k n o w led g e  p ro c e e d in g  f r o m  th e  g if t  o f 
w isd o m  i s  d im p ly *  s u p e r i o r  to  p h ilo s o p h y , s in c e  i t s  s p e c i f ic a t iv e  
o b je c t  i s  s u p e r i o r  to  th a t  o f p h ilo s o p h y . S in c e  k n o w le d g e s  a r e  
s p e c i f ie d  b y  t h e i r  f o r m a l  o b je c t ,  th a t  k n o w le d g e  i s  's im p ly *  o r  
a c c o rd in g  to  i t s  e s s e n c e  n o b le r ,  w h ich  h a s  a  n o b le r  f o r m a l  o b je c t .

B . 'S E C U N D U M  Q U ID ': P h i lo s o p h ic a l  k n o w led g e  i s  b e t t e r  
th a n  th a t  p ro c e e d in g  f ro m  th e  g if t  o f w isd o m  in  th i s  r e s p e c t ,  th a t  
m a n y  p r o p o s i t io n s  and  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  a r e  a b s o lu te ly  
c e r t a i n ,  w h e r e a s  t h e r e  i s  a d e fe c t  o f c e r t i tu d e  in  th e  k n o w led g e  o f 
th e  g if t  o f  w isd o m  in a s m u c h  a s  i t  i s  f o r  th e  m o s t  p a r t  im p o s s ib le  to  
d i s t in g u is h  w ith  c e r t i tu d e  b e tw e e n  th e  m o v e m e n tso f  f i l i a l  lo v e  w h ich  
a r e  th e  m e d iu m  o f th e  k n o w led g e  p ro c e e d in g  f r o m  th e  g if t  o f w isd o m  
and  c e r t a i n  n a tu r a l  m o v e m e n ts  o r  a s p i r a t io n s .

118. IN D E P E N D E N C E  O F  G IF T  O F  W ISDOM  F R O M  F H IL O SO P H Y :
T h e  k n o w led g e  p ro c e e d in g  f r o m  th e  g if t  o f  w isd o m  h a s  n o t

th e  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  p h ilo s o p h y  th a t  w e h a v e  s e e n  th e o lo g y  to  h a v e ; 
th e  r e a s o n  i s  th a t  th e  g if t  o f  w isd o m  d o e s  n o t o p e r a te  d i s c u r s iv e ly  
(by r e a s o n in g ) ,  n o r  d o e s  i t  r e q u i r e  th e  c o n c e p tu a l  a p p a r a tu s  w h ich  
p h ilo s o p h y  e la b o r a t e s .  N e i th e r  d o e s  th e  g if t  o f  w isd o m  r e q u i r e  th e  
s e r v i c e s  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  a s  th e o lo g y  r e q u i r e s  th e m .

A . T h u s  i t  i s  th a t  e v e n  in  s c ie n t i f i c a l ly  ig n o ra n t  p e r s o n s  
th e  g if t  o f  w isd o m  m a y  o p e r a te  w ith  v e r y  g r e a t  p e r f e c t io n  ( th e r e  h a v e  
b e e n  g r e a t  c o n te m p la t iv e s  and  g r e a t  m y s t ic s  a m o n g  p e r s o n s  la c k in g  
a l l  s c i e n t i f i c ,  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  o r  th e o lo g ic a l  k n o w le d g e : " N o n  in  
d ia le c t ic a  p la c u i t  D eo  s a lv u m  f a c e r e  p o p u lu m  s u u m  -  I t i s  n o t in  
d ia l e c t ic s  th a t  i t  p le a s e d  G od to  b r in g  h is  p e o p le  to  s a lv a t io n " *
a s  S t .  A m b ro s e  s a y s ) .

B . W hat p r e p a r e s  ' p e r  s e '  f o r  th e  k n o w led g e  p r o c e e d in g  
f r o m  th e  g if t  o f w isd o m  i s  n o t p h ilo s o p h y , n o r  th e o lo g y , b u t 
p r o x im a te ly  th e  th e o lo g ic a l  v i r t u e s ,  and  m o s t  p r o x im a te ly  c h a r i ty .

119. T H E  G IF T  O F  W ISDOM  MAY H E L F  P H IL O S O P H Y : And
th i s  in  tw o  m a n n e r s :

A . B Y  C O N FIR M IN G  SO M E O F  IT S  C O N CLU SIO N S:
T h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  w h ich  th e  c e r t i tu d e  
c a n  b e  r e  - in f o rc e d  b y  k n o w le d g e  o r  c o n te m p la tio n  p ro c e e d in g  f r o m  
th e  g if t  o f  w isd o m  (a s  a ls o  b y  k n o w le d g e  p ro c e e d in g  f r o m  th e  g if t  
o f s c i e n c e ) .

a .  T h u s  p h ilo s o p h y  t e a c h e s  th a t  th e  c r e a t u r e  i s  u t t e r ly  
d e p e n d e n t u p o n  G od ; th e  m y s t ic ,  b y  th e  c o n te m p la tio n  o f  th e  g if t  
o f  w isd o m  a s  i t  w e r e  f e e l s  t h i s  u t t e r  d e p e n d e n c e , and  t h e r e f o r e  
i f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  b e  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  a g e n u in e  m y s t ic  o r  c o n te m p la tiv e
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h is  c e r t i tu d e  o f  t h i s  t r u th  i s  r e  - in f o r c e d ,
b . A g a in  p h ilo so p h y  t e a c h e s  th a t  the- c r e a t u r e  i s  

e n t i r e ly  f o r  G od; th e  c e r t i tu d e  of th i s  t r u th  m a y  b e  s i m i l a r l y  
r e - in f o r c e d  b y  th e  q u a s i - e x p e r im e n ta l  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  g if t 
o f  w is d o m .

B . B Y  Y IE L D IN G  A R E A L IS A T IO N  O F  C E R T A IN
T R U T H S : I t  i s  o f  c a p i ta l  im p o r ta n c e  to  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  to  h a v e  a r ig h t  
a p p r e c ia t io n  o f r e l a t i v e  v a lu e s ,  a r e a l i s a t i o n  o f d o m in a n t and  fec u n d  
t r u t h s ,  a n  a p p r a i s e m e n t  of th in g s  p r o p o r t io n a te  to  th e  th in g s  t h e m 
s e lv e s ;  i t  i s  o f th e  h ig h e s t  im p o r ta n c e  to  h im  th a t  b ig  th in g s  lo o m  
l a r g e  in  h is  m in d , and  th a t  l i t t l e  th in g s ,  th in g s  o f  s m a l l  c o n s e q u e n c e , 

ta k e  a b a c k w a rd  p la c e ;  o th e r w is e  a l l  th in g s  a r e  o n  th e  s a m e  p la n e  
f o r  h im , and  th e  o r d e r  o f  th e  r e a l  i s  d i s to r te d  in  h is  m in d ; h is  m in d  
l o s e s  th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  th in g s .

a .  N ow  m y s t ic  c o n te m p la tio n  p ro c e e d in g  f r o m  th e  g ift 
o f w isd o m  y ie ld s  a d u e  a p p re c ia t io n ,  e v a lu a t io n  and  r e a l i s a t i o n
o f m a n y  o f  th e  g r e a t  t r u th s  w h ich  m u s t  b e  c o n s id e r e d  b y  p h ilo s o p h y  
(by p h ilo s o p h y  o f c o u r s e ,  u n d e r  i t s  ow n l ig h t) .

b .  S u c h , f o r  e x a m p le ,  a r e  th e  tw o  im m e n s e  t r u th s  
m e n tio n e d  a b o v e , n a m e ly  th a t  in  th e  c r e a t e d  o r d e r  a l l  i s  f ro m  
G od and  a l l  i s  f o r  G od;

b l .  o r  a g a in ,  o f  th e  p r in c ip le  on  p r e d i le c t io n ;  " A liq u id  
n o n  e s s e t  a l io  m e l iu s ,  n i s i  D e u s  e i  v e l le t  rn a iu s  b o n u m  -  O ne 
th in g  w ould  n o t b e  b e t t e r  th a n  a n o th e r  w e r e  i t  n o t th a t  G od w il le d  to  
i t  a  g r e a t e r  g o o d ;1’ (I, q .2 0 ,  a .  3 -4 ) ;

b 2 . o r  a g a in  th e  p r in c ip le  o n  God*s c a u s a t iv e  lo v e ;  " A m o r  
D e i e s t  in fu n d e n s  e t  c r e a n s  b e n i ta te m  in  r e b u s  - T h e  lo v e  o f G od 
in f u s e s  an d  c r e a t e s  g o o d n e s s  i n t h i n g s n . (I, q .2 0 ,  a .  2 ).

C H A P T E R  T H IR T E E N

P H IL O S O P H Y  AND T H E  C H R IST IA N  R E V E L A T IO N

120. P R O B L E M : T h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  p h i lo s o p h y  and  th e  C h r i s t i a n  
R e v e la t io n  c a n  b e  s e e n  and  u n d e r s to o d  in  th e  h a n d lin g  o f th e  

p ro b le m  th a t  h a s  in  r e c e n t  t im e s  g r e a t ly  e x e r c i s e d  th in k e r s  u p o n  th e  
q u e s t io n  a s  to  w h e th e r  t h e r e  c a n  b e ,  an d  w h e th e r  t h e r e  i s  in  p o in t 
o f  f a c t ,  a C h r i s t i a n  p h ilo s o p h y .

A . I t  i s  c l e a r ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  th a t  in  no  p r o p e r  s e n s e  i s  
t h e r e ,  o r  c a n  t h e r e  b e ,  a C h r i s t i a n  g e o m e tr y  o r  a  C h r i s t i a n  
c h e m is t r y .

B . B u t p h ilo so p h y  a ls o  i s  a n a tu r a l  and  r a t io n a l  s c i e n c e .  
W ould i t  l o s e  i t s  n a tu r a l  and  r a t io n a l  c h a r a c t e r  in  b e in g  C h r i s t i a n ,  
and  t h e r e f o r e  lo s e  i t s  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r  a s  p h ilo s o p h y , and  s o  b e  
no lo n g e r  p h ilo s o p h y ?  N e v e r th e le s s  o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , h i s to r i c a l l y  
s p e a k in g , t h e r e  d o e s  a p p e a r  to  b e  a b o d y  o f p h ilo s o p h y , and  a 
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  w h ich  r ig h t ly  m e r i t  th e  n a m e  1 C h r is t ia n * .
I t i s  to  th e  s o lu t io n  o f  th i s  p ro b le m  th a t  w e now  a d d r e s s  o u r s e lv e s .

121. R A T IO N A L IS T IC  C O N C E P T IO N : T h e  r a t i o n a l i s t i e  m a in ta in
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t h a t  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  o b lig e d  to  d e n y , o r  a t  l e a s t  d o u b t, th e  m y s t e r i e s  
o f C h r i s t i a n  r e v e la t io n .  T h e i r  p r in c ip le  i s :  " W h a te v e r  i s  n o t 
know  a b le  b y  th e  n a tu r a l  p o w e rs  o f th e  h u m a n  m in d  i s  n o t to  b e  
a d m i t te d " .  S uch  a d o c t r in e  i s  ta u g h t to d a y  b y  B ru n s e h v ic q  a nd 
o t h e r s .  R a t io n a l i s t s  a c c o rd in g ly  e s ta b l i s h  a b s o lu te  o p p o s it io n  
b e tw e e n  p h ilo s o p h y  and  th e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i th ,

122. S E M I-R A T IO N A L IS M  AND FID E IS M : T h e s e  w ill  b e  b r i e f ly
e x p la in e d :

A . SE  MI -R A T  IONA L IS M: S e m i - r a t i o n a l i s t s ,  s u c h  a s
G u e n th e r  and  F r o h s c h a m m e r , ta u g h t th a t  C h r i s t i a n  m y s t e r i e s  c a n  
b e  d e m o n s tr a te d  b y  th e  n a tu r a l  p o w e rs  o f th e  h u m a n  m in d ; th e y  
th u s  r e d u c e  th e s e  m y s t e r i e s  to  p h i lo s o p h ic  t r u t h s .

a .  T h u s  th e y  m a in ta in e d  th a t  th e  t r u th  of th e  H o ly  T r in i ty  
c a n  b e  d e m o n s t r a te d  f r o m  r e a s o n ,  ( if  t h e r e  b e  s o m e  C h r i s t i a n  
t r u th s  w h ich  c a n n o t b e  p ro v e d  f ro m  r e a s o n ,  th i s  i s  o n ly  b e c a u s e  
th e y  a r e  c o n tin g e n t ,  n o t b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  s u p e r n a tu r a l ) ;  th u s ,  
a c c o rd in g  to  th e m , th e  I n c a r n a t io n  i s  u n k n o w a b le  b y  o u r  n a tu r a l  
p o w e rs  f o r  th e  s a m e  r e a s o n  th a t  th e  d a y  o f th e  en d  o f th e  p h y s ic a l  
w o r ld  i s  u n k n o w a b le  b y  th e m , -  u n k n o w a b le  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  c o n 
t in g e n t ,  d e p e n d e n t o n  G o d 's  f r e e w i l l ,  n o t b e c a u s e  i t  i s  s u p e r n a tu r a l .

b .  T h is  d o c t r in e  i s  a n  e x a g g e ra t io n  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  p o w e rs  
o f th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t ,  w h ich  e x a g g e ra t io n  le n d s  to  a r e d u c t io n  o f 
th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  o r d e r  to  th e  n a tu r a l .

E .  F ID E IS M : F i d e i s t s ,  su c h  a s  D e  B o n a ld  and  U b a g h s , 
ta u g h t th a t  th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t  i s  s o  -weak th a t  i t  n e e d s  r e v e la t io n  
and  f a i th  in  o r d e r  to  know  a n y  t r u th s  t r a n s c e n d in g  e x p e r ie n c e ,  s u c h  
a s  th e  e x is te n c e  o f G o d , th e  d is t in c t io n  o f  G od f r o m  th e  w o r ld , 
th e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  and  im m o r t a l i ty  o f  th e  h u m a n  s o u l .

a .  T h u s  u n d e r  p r e te x t  o f a f f i r m in g  th e  v a lu e  o f th e  
C h r i s t i a n  s p i r i t ,  th e y  d e n ie d  th e  v a lu e  o f  p h ilo s o p h y , and  th e r e b y  
d e n ie d  th e  r a t io n a l  d e fe n f l ib i l i ty  o f  th e  p r e a m b le s  o f f a i th  and  o f th e  
d iv in e  o r ig in  o f  C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r in e .

b .  T h u s  th e y  to o , b y  d im in is h in g  th e  n a tu r a l  p o w e rs  o f 
th e  h u m a n  in te l l e c t ,  m a d e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  r e v e la t io n  n e c e s s a r y  and  
d u e  to  m a n , w ith  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  i t s  s u p e r n a tu r a l i t y  i s  d e s t r o y e d ,  
and  th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  o r d e r  i s  r e d u c e d  to  th e  n a tu r a l ,

C . H e n c e , th o u g h  s e m i - r a t i o n a l i s m  b e g in s  b y  e x a g g e ra t in g  
th e  n a tu r a l  p o w e rs  o f th e  h u m a n  m in d , and  f id e is m  b e g in s  b y  
m in im is in g  th e s e  p o w e r s ,  b o th  end  in  th e  s a m e  e r r o r ,  th e  r e d u c t io n  
o f  th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  to  th e  n a tu r a l .

123. O P P O S E D  T E N D E N C IE S  TO D A Y : R e c e n t ly  a s t r e n u o u s
c o n t r o v e r s y  h a s  b e e n  w ag ed  a m o n g  C a th o lic  p h i lo s o p h e r s  on

th e  q u e s t io n  a s  to  w h e th e r  p h ilo s o p h y  c a n  b e  c a l le d  C h r i s t i a n ,  an d  
w h e th e r  t h e r e  b e  s u c h  a th in g  a s  C h r i s t i a n  p h ilo s o p h y . In  t h i s  
c o n t r o v e r s y  tw o  m a in  te n d e n c ie s  c a n  b e  n o te d : -

A . E X A G G E R A T IO N  O F  C H R IST IA N  S P IR IT  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y : 
S o m e , s u c h  a s  B lo n d  e l ,  i n s i s t  o n  th e  C h r i s t i a n  s p i r i t  o f  C h r i s t i a n  
p h ilo so p h y ; th e y  d im in is h  th e  p o w e rs  o f r e a s o n ,  and  s o  e m p h a s is e  
th e  d e f ic ie n c y  o f  o u r  r a t io n a l  k n o w le d g e  a s  to  s p e a k  o f  a n a tu r a l  
d e s i r e  f o r  a h ig h e r  k n o w led g e  n e e d e d  to  su p p ly  f o r  th e  d e f ic ie n c y  o f  o u r  
n a tu r a l  k n o w led g e ;

a . th i s  h ig h e r  k n o w led g e  w h ich  th e y  s a y  to  b e  n a tu r a l ly
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d e s i r e d  b y  m a n  and  n e e d e d  b y  m a n , i s  n o th in g  o th e r  th a n  th e  

b e a t i f i c  v is io n ;  th e y  s o  m a g n ify  th e  n a tu r a l  d e s i r e  o f th e  b e a t i f i c  

v is io n  a s  to  m a k e  i t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  th a t  g r a c e  w h ich  c o n d u c e s  to  i t ,  

in  s o m e  m a n n e r  due  to  m a n .

b .  In  th i s  t e a c h in g  t h e r e  i s  a  v e s t ig e  o f  f id e l s m .

E . T E N D E N C Y  T O  D IM IN ISH  C H R IS T IA N  S F IR IT  O F  

F H IL O S O P H Y : O th e r s ,  s u c h  a s  B r e h ie r ,  M an d o n n e t and  M unnynck , 

m in im is e  th e  C h r i s t i a n  s p i r i t  o f p h ilo so p h y ; th e y  i n s i s t  o n  th e  n a tu r a l  

and  r a t io n a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f p h ilo s o p h y , and  s a y  th a t  p h ilo s o p h y  c a n  

b e  c a l le d  C h r i s t i a n  o n ly  n e g a t iv e ly  ( in a s m u c h  a s  i t  m u s t  n e v e r  d e n y  

an y  p a r t  o f th e  C h r i s t i a n  r e v e la t io n )  an d  b y  r e a s o n  o f  s u b je c t  

( in a s m u c h  a s  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  found  in  a  m a n  w ho i s  a C h r i s t ia n ) .

a .  A c c o rd in g  to  t h e s e  t h in k e r s ,  p h ilo s o p h y  c a n  no m o r e  

b e  r ig h t ly  c a l le d  C h r i s t i a n  th a n  c a n  g e o m e tr y  o r  c h e m is t r y .

b .  T h is  te a c h in g  i s  a r e a c t io n  a g a in s t  th a t  o f  B lo n d e l e tc .  

b u t th e  r e a c t io n  i s  c a r r i e d  a l i t t l e  to o  f a r ,  and s a v o u r s  a l i t t l e  o f 

s e m i - r a t i o n a l i s t i c  t e n d e n c ie s .

124. SO L U T IO N  O F  T H IS P R O B L E M : T h e  s y n th e s i s  in  w h ich

w h a t i s  t r u e  in  e a c h  o f  th e  a b o v e m e n tio n e d  o p p o s ite  t e n d e n c ie s

i s  m a in ta in e d  an d  r e c o n c i l e d ,  w h ile  w h a t i s  f a l s e  in  e a c h  i s  e x c lu d e d :

A . M ay b e  s u m m e d  u p  in  th e  fo llo w in g  T H R E E F O L D  

CO N C LU SIO N :

a . C h r i s t i a n  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  n e g a t iv e ly  and  b y  r e a s o n  o f  

i t s  s u b je c t  C h r i s t ia n ;

b . and  th o u g h  b y  r e a s o n  o f  i t s  s p e c i f ic  n a tu r e  i t  i s  n o t 

p o s i t iv e ly  and  in  i t s e l f  C h r i s t i a n ,

c .  y e t  i t  i s  C h r i s t i a n  b y  r e a s o n  o f  i t s  s t a t e ,  in a s m u c h  

a s  b y  r e c e iv in g  f r o m  C h r i s t i a n  r e v e la t io n  a  tw o fo ld  c o n fo r ta t io n , 

o b je c tiv e  an d  s u b je c t iv e ,  i t  i s  c o n s t i tu te d  in  a  m o r e  p e r f e c t  s t a t e .

B . T h e  f i r s t  c o n c lu s io n  i s  a d m it te d  b y  b o th  th e  a b o v e m e n tio n e d  

s c h o o ls  o f  th o u g h t;

a .  th e  s e c o n d  i s  d e n ie d  b y  B lo n d e l e t c .  and i s  d i r e c te d  

a g a in s t  th e m ;

b . th e  t h i r d  i s  d e n ie d  b y  E r e h i e r ,  M an d o n n e t an d  d e  

M u n n y n ck , an d  i s  d i r e c te d  a g a in s t  th e m .

125. F IR S T  C O N C LU SIO N : C h r i s t i a n  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  n e g a t iv e ly

and  b y  r e a s o n  o f  i t s  s u b je c t  C h r i s t i a n .

A . N E G A T IV E L Y : S in c e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i th  i s  s im p ly  h ig h e r  

th a n  p h ilo s o p h y  and  i s  a  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  th e  d iv in e  k n o w le d g e  a s  

d iv in e ,  i t  n e g a t iv e ly  ju d g e s  p h ilo s o p h y , fo rb id d in g  p h ilo s o p h y  to  

a r r i v e  a t  a n y  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  c o n t r a d ic t s  C h r i s t i a n  r e v e la t io n .  T h u s  

i t  i s  c o m m o n ly  s a id  th a t  " R e v e la t io n  i s  a  n e g a t iv e  n o rm  u n to  

p h i lo s o p h y " .

B . B Y  R EA SO N  O F  S U B JE C T : In  a  C h r i s t i a n  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  

p h i lo s o p h y  s u b m its  to  th e  n e g a t iv e  ju d g m e n t, and  a b id e s  b y  th e  

n e g a t iv e  n o r m , o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  r e v e la t io n .

126. SEC O N D  CO N C LU SIO N : P h i lo s o p h y  b y  r e a s o n  o f  i t s  s p e c i f ic  

n a tu r e  i s  n o t p o s i t iv e ly  and  in  i t s e l f  C h r i s t i a n .  T h e  s p e c i f ic  

n a tu r e  o f p h ilo s o p h y  i s  t a k e n  f ro m  th e  f o r m  o f  i t s  o b je c t  (m a n ife s te d  

and  m a n ife s t in g ) :  b u t t h e s e  a r e  in d e p e n d e n t o f C h r i s t i a n  r e v e la t io n ;  

f o r  p h ilo so p h y  d o e s  n o t b o r r o w  i t s  p r in c ip le s  f r o m  r e v e la t io n ,  n o r  

d o e s  i t  know  h ig h e s t  c a u s e s  a s  t h e s e  a r e  m a n i f e s te d  b y  r e v e la t io n .  

H e n ce  a c c o rd in g  to  i t s  s p e c i f ic  n a tu r e  a lo n e  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  p o s i t iv e
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in  p h ilo s o p h y  th a t  m a k e s  i t  p o s i t iv e ly  d e p e n d e n t o n  C h r i s t i a n  
r e v e la t io n .

127. T H IR D  C O N C LU SIO N : E u t i t  r e m a in s  to  b e  s e e n  how  a
s c ie n c e  o r  w isd o m  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  o r d e r ,  s p e c i f ie d  b y  a 

n a tu r a l  f o r m a l  o b je c t ,  o a n  w h ile  k e e p in g  i t s  ow n n a tu r e  in ta c t ,  
b e  p o s i t iv e ly  and  in  i t s e l f  C h r i s t i a n .  T h is  p ro b le m  i s  so lv e d  
b y  d is t in g u is h in g  b e tw e e n  th e  n a tu r e  and  s t a t e  o f p h ilo s o p h y .

A . N A T U R E  AND S T A T E  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y : A s c ie n c e ,  
k e e p in g  i t s  ow n n a tu r e  i n ta c t ,  c a n  b e  in  o n e  o f  tw o  s t a t e s :  *in  
s t a tu  im p e r fe c to * , a s  in  a d i s c ip le ,  o r  1 i n  s t a tu  p e r f e c to 1, a s  
I n  a g r e a t  m a s t e r ;

a . (S o m ew h at a s  th e  a c q u ire d  m o r a l  v i r tu e s  c a n  b e  in
a tw o fo ld  s t a t e ,  in  an  im p e r f e c t  s t a t e  w ith o u t c h a r i ty ,  in  a p e r f e c t  
s t a t e  w ith  c h a r i ty ;

b . s o m e w h a t a ls o  a s  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y , k e e p in g  i t s  ow n  
n a tu r e  in ta c t ,  i s  in  a n  im p e r f e c t  s t a t e  in  a th e o lo g ia n  in  t h i s  l i f e  
w h en  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e o lo g y  a r e  n o t e v id e n t to  h im , and  i s  in  
a p e r f e c t  s t a t e  in  a th e o lo g ia n  in  h e a v e n , w h en  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f 
th e o lo g y  a r e  e v id e n t to  h im ) .

c .  In  l ik e  f a s h io n , p h ilo s o p h y , k e e p in g  in ta c t  i t s  ow n 
n a tu r e  o f  w isd o m  o f th e  n a tu r a l  o r d e r ,  c a n  b e  e i t h e r  in  an  im p e r f e c t  
s t a t e ,  e x is t in g  w ith o u t s u b o rd in a t io n  to  d iv in e  r e v e la t io n  a s  in  
A r i s to t l e ,  o r  in  a m o r e  p e r f e c t  s t a t e ,  e x is t in g  s u b o rd in a te d  to  
d iv in e  r e v e la t io n ,  a s  in  S t T h o m a s .  T h is  m o r e  p e r f e c t  s t a t e  i s  
d u e  to  th e  tw o fo ld  c o n fo r ta t io n  w h ich  p h ilo s o p h y  r e c e i v e s  f ro m  
d iv in e  r e v e la t io n  o r  f a i th .

E .  T W O F O L D  C O N F O R T A T IO N  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y  BY  
R E V E L A T IO N  O R F A IT H : H e re  w e m u s t  d is t in g u is h  tw o  c o n 
fo rm a tio n s , o b je c tiv e  and s u b je c t iv e ;  th e y  a r e  e x p la in e d  th u s :

a . O B JE C T IV E  C O N F O R T A T IO N : T h is  c o n fo r ta t io n  
p r o c e e d s  c h ie f ly  f ro m  s u p e r n a tu r a l  r e v e la t io n  o f  n a tu r a l  t r u th s  
k n o w ab le  b y  r e a s o n  o f  i t s e l f  a lo n e , b u t /to w h ich  in  th e  p r e s e n t  
s t a t e  o f m a n  a f t e r  o r ig in a l  s i n  r e a s o n  o f i t s e l f  a lo n e  d o e s  n o t 
e a s i ly  a t t a in  w ith  c e r t i tu d e  and  w ith o u t e r r o r .  A m ong  th e s e  n a tu r a l  
t r u th s  m a y  b e  r e c k o n e d  c h ie f ly  th e  fo llo w in g :

a l .  F r e e  c r e a t io n  f ro m  n o th in g  u n to  th e  m a n i f e s ta t io n  o f 
th e  d iv in e  g o o d n e s s :  T h is  th r e e f o ld  d o c tr in e  ( c r e a t io n ,  G od*s 
f r e e d o m , and  th e  o r d in a t io n  o f  c r e a t u r e s  u n to  th e  m a n i f e s ta t io n  o f  
G od*s g o o d n e s s )  w a s  n o t a t ta in e d  b y  th e  G r e e k  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  n o t 

e v e n  b y  P la to  o r  A r i s to t le ;  n o r  h a v e  n o n - C h r i s t i a n  p h i lo s o p h e r s  
o f m o r e  r e c e n t  a g e s  a t ta in e d  to  i t ,  a t l e a s t  f o r  th e  m o s t  p a r t .

a 2 . U n iv e r s a l  d iv in e  p ro v id e n c e :  N e i th e r  d id  th e  g r e a t  
G r e e k s  a r r i v e  a t  t h i s ,  and  m o s t  m o d e rn  n o n -C a th o l ic  th in k e r s  
h a v e  a b an d o n ed  i t ;  th e  s a m e  i s  to  b e  s a id  r e s p e c t in g  th e  c o n n e c te d  
d o c t r in e s  o f  d iv in e  c o n s e r v a t io n  and  p re m o t io n  o f  c r e a te d  a g e n ts .

a 3 . S p i r i tu a l i ty  and p e r s o n a l  im m o r t a l i ty  o f  th e  h u m a n  
s o u l:  T h is  d o c tr in e  w as  a f f i rm e d  b y  P la to ,  th o u g h  w ith  a c e r t a in  
a d m ix tu re  o f  e r r o r ;  b u t i t  h a s  b e e n  r e j e c te d  o r  c a l le d  in to  d o u b t 
b y  m a n y  a n c ie n t  and m o d e rn  p h i lo s o p h e r s ;  b u t th e  C h r i s t i a n  fa i th  
h o ld s  w ith  f i r m  c e r t i tu d e  th a t  th e  s o u l  i s  d e s t in e d  f o r  a fu tu re  l i f e ,  
and e v e n  i s  o rd a in e d  to w a rd s  E te r n a l  L ife  w h ich  i s  a f o r m a l  p a r t 
i c ip a t io n  o f  th e  in t im a te  l i f e  o f G od .

a 4 . F r e e d o m  o f c h o ic e : T h is  d o c tr in e  a ls o  h a s  b e e n  d e n ie d  
b y  in n u m e ra b le  p h i lo s o p h e r s  w ho h a v e  n o t a c c e p te d  th e  d o c t r in e s  o f 
r e v e la t io n ;  b u t i t  i s  c o n ta in e d  in ,  and g u a ra n te e d  b y  C h r i s t i a n  r e v e l 
a t io n .

a 5 . O b lig a tio n s  and p r e c e p t s  p f^ the  n a tu r a l  la w : A bout m a n y
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o f h is  o b lig a t io n s  m a n 's  r e a s o n  h a s  b e e n  c lo u d e d  b y  th e  w ounds c o n 
s e q u e n t  u p o n  o r ig in a l  s in ,  c h ie f ly  b y  th e  w ounds o f ig n o ra n c e  and 
c o n c u p is c e n c e ;  th u s  i t  i s  th a t  m a n y  do  n o t s e e  c l e a r l y  th a t  m a tr im o n y  
i s  in d is s o lu b le  and  th a t  c o n tr a c e p t io n  i s  a lw a y s  s in ,  and th a t  th e  
s t a t e  m u s t  r e c o g n is e  in  p a r e n t s  a r ig h t  o v e r  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  t h e i r  
c h i ld r e n .

b .  S U B JE C T IV E  C O N F Q R T A T IO N : T h is  c o n fo r ta t io n  i s  
g iv e n  b o th  b y  th e  h a b it  o f  f a i th  and  b y  th e  a c t  o f f a i th ,  a s  w e ll a s  b y  
c e r t a i n  g if ts  o f  th e  H o ly  S p i r i t ,  s u c h  a s  th e  g if ts  o f u n d e r s ta n d in g , 
k n o w le d g e  and w isd o m  (c f . n n . 116-118).

b l .  A lth o u g h  f a i th  l e a v e s  s u p e r n a tu r a l  t r u th s  s t i l l  in e v id e n t ,  
and  a lth o u g h  th e  s a m e  t r u th  c a n n o t b e  to g e th e r  e v id e n t and  in e v id e n t  
to  th e  s a m e  in te l l e c t  (not to g e th e r  s e e n  and b e l ie v e d ) ,  y e t  th e  a c t  o f 
f a i th ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  in  th e  e x is te n c e  o f G od a s  th e  a u th o r  o f  g r a c e  
and  th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  r e w a r d e r ,  c o n f i r m s  f ro m  ab o v e  th e  p h ilo s o p h ic  
c e r t i tu d e  ab o u t th e  e x is te n c e  o f  G od a s  th e  a u th o r  o f n a tu r e .

b 2 . L ik e w is e  th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  c e r t i tu d e  o f  f a i th  s u b je c t iv e ly  
c o n f i r m s  f r o m  a b o v e  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic  .c e r t i tu d e  ab o u t th e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  
and im m o r t a l i ty  o f  th e  h u m a n  s o u l ,  f o r  w e h a v e  th e  c e r t i tu d e  o f 
f a i th  f o r  th e  d e s t in a t io n  o f  th e  s o u l  to w a rd s  E te r n a l  L if e .  F o r  i t  i s  
im p o s s ib le  th a t  in  th e  s a m e  p o w e r  o f th e  s o u l  t h e r e  b e  one  h a b it  
s u b o rd in a te d  to  a n o th e r  w ith o u t th e  h ig h e r  v i ta l ly  in f lu e n c in g  th e  
lo w e r ;  f o r  th e  s u b o rd in a t io n  i s  n o t s t a t i c ,  b u t d y n a m ic .

b 3 . T h u s  S t T h o m a s  te a c h e s  th a t  th o u g h  th e  n a tu r a l  c e r t i tu d e  
o f th e  ju d g m e n t o f  c r e d ib i l i ty  i s  p r e - r e q u i r e d  to  th e  a c t  o f f a i th ,  y e t  
a f t e r w a r d s  th e  a c t  o f  f a i th ,  e s p e c ia l ly  w h en  p e r f e c te d  b y  th e  g if ts  o f 
u n d e r s ta n d in g  and  w isd o m  r e - i n f o r c e s  th e  n a tu r a l  and r a t io n a l  c e r t i tu d e  
o f th e  p r e a m b le s  o f a f a i th ;  th i s  i s  a n  a p p lic a t io n  o f  th e  P r in c ip le  o f 
r e c i p r o c i ty  o f c a u s e s ;  " C a u s a e  su n t  ad  in v ic e m  c a u s a e  in  d iv e r s o  
g e n e r e  c a u s a e  -  C a u s e s  a r e  c a u s e s  to  on e  a n o th e r ,  in  a d iv e r s e  o r d e r  
o f  c a u s a l i t y ’ . (C f. I I - I I ,  q . l ,  a . 5 , ad  1; a . 4 , ad  2 e t  3; B i l l u a r t ,
D e F id e ,  d i s s . i ,  a .  V I).

C . T H E R E F O R E :
a . J u s t  a s  th e  n a tu r a lm o r a l  v i r tu e s  a r e  in  a n  im p e r f e c t  

s t a t e  w ith o u t c h a r i ty ,  and  a t th e  a d v e n t o f c h a r i ty  a r e  r a i s e d  to  a 
m o r e  p e r f e c t  s t a t e ,  w h ile  s t i l l  r e m a in in g  n a tu r a l  v i r tu e s  and  s t i l l  
s p e c i f ie d  b y  a n a tu r a l  f o r m a l  o b je c t;  and  ju s t  a s  s a c r e d  th e o lo g y  i s  
in  a n  im p e r f e c t  s t a t e  in  th e  in te l l e c t  o f  a th e o lo g ia n  in  th i s  l i f e  w h en  
he  d o e s  n o t s e e  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f th e o lo g y , b u t i s  r a i s e d  in  h e a v e n
to  a m o r e  p e r f e c t  s t a t e ,  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f th e o lo g y  b e in g  th e n  s e e n ,  b u t 
a l l  th e  s a m e  s t i l l  r e m a in s  th e o lo g y , i t s  s p e c i f ic  n a tu r e  s t i l l  r e m a in in g  
in ta c t ;

b . So l ik e w is e  p h ilo s o p h y , w h ile  s t i l l  r e ta in in g  i t s  s p e c i f ic  
n a tu r e  o f w isd o m  c f  th e  n a tu r a l  o r d e r ,  c a n  b e  in  a n  im p e r f e c t  s t a t e
in  a n o n - C h r i s t i a n  p h i lo s o p h e r  s u c h  a s  A r i s t o t l e , b u t in  a m o re  
p e r f e c t  s t a t e  in  a  C h r i s t i a n  p h i lo s o p h e r  s u c h  a s  S t T h o m a s ,  f o r  
w h ile  r e t a in in g  in  b o th  s t a t e s  th e  s a m e  s p e c i f ic  n a tu r e  o f n a tu r a l  
w isd o m , in  th e  s e c o n d  s t a t e  i t  i s  p e r f e c te d  b y  a tw o fo ld  c o n fo r ta t io n , 
o b je c tiv e  and  s u b je c t iv e .

128. S F E C IA L  SU B O R D IN A T IO N  O F  E T H IC S  T O  R E V E L A T IO N :
M o ra l p h ilo s o p h y  (e th ic s )  i s  s p e c ia l ly  s u b o rd in a te d  to  d iv in e  

r e v e la t io n .

A . F o r  e th ic s  d o e s  n o t c o n s id e r  th e  n a tu r e s  o f  th in g s  in  an  
a b s t r a c t  m a n n e r ,  b u t c o n s id e r s  th e  l a s t  end  to  w h ich  m a n  in  th e  
c o n c r e te ,  in  h is  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f e le v a t io n  to  th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  o r d e r ,  
m u s t  te n d ,  in  th e  m id s t  o f m a n y  d i f f ic u l t ie s  and v e r y  c o m p le x  p ro b le m s  
w h ich  r e q u i r e  th e  e x a m in a t io n , n o t o n ly  o f  th e  th e o lo g ia n , b u t a ls o  o f 
th e  C h r i s t i a n  p h i lo s o p h e r .
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E . T h is  s p e c ia l  s u b o rd in a t io n  i s  s i m i l a r  to  th a t  w h ich  m u s t  

b e  o b s e rv e d  b y  th e  j u r i s t  in a s m u c h  a s  h e  m u s t ,  in  th e  c iv i l  o r d e r ,  

e la b o r a te  j u s t  la w s  (v . g . ab o u t m a t r im o n y ) ,  ta k in g  a c c o u n t o f th e  

r e v e a le d  t r u th  (v . g . ab o u t th e  in d is s o lu b i l i ty  o f  m a t r im o n y ) .

L ik e w is e  in  th e  p r a c t i c o - p r a c t i c a l  o r d e r ,  a c q u ir e d  o r  n a tu r a l  

p ru d e n c e  w h ich  d i r e c t s  o u r  l i f e  u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  o f  r e a s o n ,  m u s t  

in  o u r  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  b e  s u b o rd in a te d  in  th e  j u s t  m a n  to  in fu se d  

o r  s u p e r n a tu r a l  p ru d e n c e  w h ic h  d i r e c t s  o u r  l i f e  u n d e r  th e  l ig h t  

o f d iv in e  f a i th .

a .  I t  i s  so m e w h a t s i m i l a r  w ith  m o r a l  p h ilo s o p h y  a d e q u a te ly  

c o n s id e r e d .  T h e  p o s i t io n  o f th e  C h r i s t i a n  p h i lo s o p h e r  in  th e  m o r a l  

o r d e r  b e a r s  a n  a n a lo g y  w ith  th a t  o f  th e  m e d ic a l  p h y s ic ia n  w h o se  d u ty  

i t  i s  to  h e a l  a p e r s o n  c o n s e c r a te d  to  G od ( v .g .  p r i e s t  o r  r e l ig io u s ) ;  

th e  m e d ic a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r  m u s t  ta k e  a c c o u n t o f  th e  s t a t e  o f  t h i s  p e r s o n ,  

and  in  h is  m e d ic a l  p r e s c r i p t io n s  m u s t  p r e s c r i b e  n o th in g  th a t  w ould  

b e  a g a in s t  th e  s a n c t i ty  o f th i s  s t a t e .  B u t h e  r e m a in s  a m e d ic a l  

p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  and h is  p r e s c r ip t io n s  a r e  s t i l l  m e d ic a l  p r e s c r ip t io n s ;  

h e  i s  n o t a s p i r i t u a l  d i r e c t o r ,  h is  a c t  i s  n o t s p i r i tu a l  d i r e c t io n ,

and  h is  p r e s c r ip t io n s  a r e  n o t c o u n s e ls  o f s p i r i t u a l  p e r f e c t io n .

b . L ik e w is e  th e  C h r i s t i a n  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  e v e n  in  m o r a l  

p h ilo s o p h y , s t i l l  r e m a in s  a p h i lo s o p h e r ;  he  d o e s  n o t b e c o m e  a 

th e o lo g ia n ;  h is  a c t  i s  s t i l l  a  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a c t ,  n o t a th e o lo g ic a l  a c t ;  

h is  c o n c lu s io n s  a r e  s t i l l  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  c o n c lu s io n s ,  n o t th e o lo g ic a l  

c o n c lu s io n s ;  h is  k n o w le d g e  i s  s t i l l  p h ilo s o p h y , n o t th e o lo g y .

129. SY N T H E T IC  CO N C LU SIO N : T h e  s o lu t io n  th u s  o u tlin e d  o f

th e  p ro b le m  o f C h r i s t i a n  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  th e  c u lm e n  r e c o n c i l in g  

f r o m  ab o v e  w h a t o f  t r u th  t h e r e  i s  in  e a c h  o f  th e  tw o  te n d e n c ie s  

m e n tio n e d  a b o v e , (n . 123), and  e x c lu d in g  w h a t o f  f a l s i t y  i s  in  e a c h . 

H e n c e  th i s  d o c t r in a l  p o s i t io n :

SY N TH ESIS

P h ilo s o p h y  i s  n o t b y  i t s  

n a tu r e  n o t - C h r i s t i a n ;  and 

i t  i s  no t b y  i t s  n a tu r e  

C h r i s t i a n .  (A c c o rd in g  to  

i t s  n a tu r e ,  i t  i s  in d if f e r e n t  

to  b e  C h r i s t i a n  and  n o t -  

C h r i s t ia n ) .

M A NDO NNET E T  C 

P h i lo s o p h y  i s  b y  i t s  n a tu r e  

n o t - C h r i s t i a n ,  (so  th a t  to  

m a k e  i t  C h r i s t i a n  i s  to  

d e s t r o y  i t s  n a tu r e ) .

E L O N D E L  E T C

P h ilo s o p h y  i s  b y  i t s  n a tu r e  

C h r i s t i a n ,  (so  th a t  to  le a v e  

o u t i t s  C h r i s t i a n  e le m e n t  i s  

to  d e s t r o y  i t s  n a tu r e ) .
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130. S E T T IN G  O F  D O C T R IN E S : T h e  w id e r  s e t t in g  o f  d o c t r in e s  
i s  a s  fo llo w s :~

SY N TH ESIS 
F a i th  and r e a s o n  (p h ilo so p h y ) 
a r e  n o t c o n t r a d ic to r y ;  th e  
s p h e r e  o f e a c h  i s  m a in ta in e d  
a c c o rd in g  to  f o r m a l  o b je c ts ;  
p h ilo s o p h y  i s  n a tu r a l  and 
r a t io n a l  a c c o rd in g  to  i t s  
n a tu r e ,  b u t c a n  b e  p o s i t iv e ly  
and  in  i t s e l f  C h r i s t i a n  
a c c o rd in g  to  s t a t e ,  a s  s u b 
o rd in a te d  to  f a i th .

M A NDO NNET E T C  
S in c e  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  
n a tu r a l  and  r a t io n a l ,  
i t  c a n n o t b e  C h r i s t ia n .

S E M I-R A T IO N A L IS T S  
S in c e  th e  s p h e r e  o f  r e a s o n  
m u s t  b e  k e p t in ta c t ,  th e  
s p h e r e  o f f a i th  m u s t  b e  
r e s t r i c t e d .

R A T IO N A LISTS 
S in c e  fa i th  c o n t r a d ic t s  
r e a s o n ,  fa i th  m u s t  b e  
r e j e c t e d .

B L O N D E L  E T C  
S in c e  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  C h r i s t i a n ,  
i t  i s  n o t n a tu r a l ,

F ID E IS T S  
S in c e  fa i th  m u s t  b e  
m a in ta in e d , th e  s p h e r e  
o f  r e a s o n  m u s t  b e  
r e s t r i c t e d .

L U T H E R  E T C  
S in c e  r e a s o n  c o n t r a 
d ic t s  f a i th ,  r e a s o n  
m u s t  b e  r e j e c t e d .

ROO T E R R O R  
C o n fu s io n  o f  f o r m a l  o b je c ts ,  
a c c o rd in g  a s  th e  f o r m a l  o b 
j e c t s  o f th e  h u m a n  in te l le c t  
and  o f fa i th  a r e  c o n fu s e d .
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P R A C T IT IO N E R S  O F  P H IL O S O P H Y

C H A P T E R  F IF T E E N  

N O T A B L E  P H IL O S O P H E R S

131. A N C IE N T  G R E E K S E .C .

T h a le s : W a te r L a te  7 th  c e n t .

A p a x im io e a r A ir 6 th  c e n t .

A n a x im a n d e r : A p e iro n 6th  c e n t .

H E R A C L IT U S ; P U R E  E E C O M E L a te  6 th  c e n t .

P y th a g o r a s : N u m b e r e . 582 -  500

X e n o p h a n e s : P r e  - P a r  m e n id e a n c . 572 -  497

PA R M E N ID E S : " F a t h e r  o f M e ta p h y s ic ia n s " c . 475

Z e n o : No m o v e m e n t c . 520

M e lis s o s : P a r m e n id e a n c . 500

ANAXAGORAS: " L ik e  s o b e r  am ong1 d ru n k e n " c . 500

G o r g ia s : S o p h is t c . 480

D e m o c r i tu s : A to m is m c . 460

P r o ta g o r a s : S o p h is t c . 440

SO C R A T E S: " F a t h e r  o f d ial^p^icj^" • 469 -  399

P L A T O : E X T R E M E  R E A L IS M 428 -  347

A R IS T O T L E : " M a s t e r  o f th e m  th a t  know " 384 -  322

T h e o p h r a s tu s : A r i s to te le a n 375 -  288

P y r r h o : S c e p tic 365 -  275

E p ic u r u s : P l e a s u r e 341 - 270

Z e n o  o f C itiu m : S to ic c . 336 -  264

C h ry s ip p u s : S to ic 280 - 233

C a r n e a d e s : P r o b a b i l i s m 214 -  129

A n d ro n ic u s  o f R h o d e s : A r is to t le * s  w o rk s c . 70

132. G R E C O -O R IE N T A L : NON C H R IST IA N A .D .

P h i lo  th e  Je w : A g n o s tic  le a n in g c .  25 b .  c .

G a le n P la to n i s t i c 131 -  200

V a le n t in u s : G n o s tic 2nd c e n tu r y

S e x tu s  E m p i r ic u s : S c e p tic L a te  2nd c e n tu r y

M a n es : M a n ic h e e is m c . 216

M a rc io n : G n o s tic 3 rd  c e n tu r y

P L O T IN U S : N eo - P la to n is m 208 -  270

P o r p h y r y : N e o - P la to n is t 233 -  305

P r o c lu s : N e o - F la to n is t 410 — 485

A m m o n iu s : A r i s to te l i a n 6 th  c e n tu r y

J o h n  P h ilo p o n u s : A r i s to te l i a n 6 th  c e n tu r y

S im p l ic iu s : A r i s to te l i a n 6 th  c e n tu r y

|T H E O L O G IA  A R IS T O T E L IS : F r o m  E n n e a d s  
W o rk s J L IB E R  D E  CAUSIS; F r o m  p r o c i u s

6 th  c e n tu ry  

6 th  c e n tu r y
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S T . AU STIN: " M a x im u s  p o s t  a p o s to lo s " 354 -  430
C a s s io d o r u s : M ild  P la to n is m c . 477 -  570
B O E T H IU S : D e f in it io n s c . 480 -  525
S t . I s id o r e  o f S e v i lle : E n c y c lo p a e d is t c . 560 -  636
P S E U D O -D E N IS : U se  o f N e o - P la to n is m 6 th  c e n tu ry

134. P R E P A R IN G  SC H O L A ST IC ISM : W E S T E R N

S c o tu s  E r ig in a : P a n th e i s t i c 9 th  c e n tu r y
S T . A N SELM : O n to lo g ic a l a rg u m e n t 1033 -  1109
R o s c e lin : N o m in a l is t 1127
W ill ia m  o f C h a m p e a u x : E x t r e m e  R e a l is t 1120
P e t e r  A b e la rd : A b s tr a c t io n 1079 -  1142
G i lb e r t  d e  la  P o r r e e : S ix  p r e d ic a m e n ts 1076 -  1154

135. P R E P A R IN G  SC H O L A ST IC ISM : ARABS

A 1-K ind i: A g n o s tic  le a n in g c . 873
A 1 -F a ra b i: P a n th e ic t i c  le a n in g c . 950
IB N  -S IN A : A V ICEN N A A r is to te l i a n 980 -  1037
A l-G a z a li :  A lg a z e l O c c a s io n a l i s m 1058 -  1111
Ib n -B a d ja :  A v e m p a c e F o r m s 1138
IB N -R O SC H D : A V E R R O E S O ne in te l le c t 1126 -  1198

136. P R E F A R IN G  SC H O L A STIC ISM : JE W S

I s a a c  I s r a e l i : D e fin e d  t r u th 940
Ib n -G e b iro l :  A v ic e b ro n :  P a n th e i s t i c  le a n in g c . 1020 - 1070
M OSES M A IM ON IDES: D o g m a tic  A g n o s tic 1135 -  1204

137. SC H O L A STIC S: HIGH P E R IO D

W ill ia m  o f  A u x e r r e : A r i s to te l i a n 1231
M ic h a e l S co t: A v e r r o i s t  le a n in g c . 1230
J o h n  o f R u p e lla : N o s p i r i t u a l  m a t t e r c . 1238
W ill ia m  o f  A u v e rg n e : " R E A L  D IST IN C T IO N " 1249
A la x a n d e r  o f H a le s " R e a l  d is t in c t io n " 1245
R ic h a rd  F i s h a c r e : A u g u s tin ia n  le a n in g c . 1250
R o b e r t  G r o s s e te s t e : N e o - P la to n is t i c 1175 -1 2 5 3
R o lan d  o f C re m o n a : N eo  - P l a to n i s t i c c . 1258
H ugh o f S t. C h e r A r i s to te l i a n  le a n in g 1264
S T . A L B E R T : " U n iv e r s a l  d o c to r" 1206 -1280
S T . E O N A V E N T U R E : " S e r a p h ic  d o c to r" 1221 -1275
S T . TH O M A S AQUINAS: " A n g e lic  d o c to r” 1224-1274
P e t e r  o f  S p a in : L o g ic ia n 1226-1277
J o h n  P e c k h a m : A n t i -T h o m is t 1240-1292
H e n ry  o f  G h en t: A u g u s tin e n s ia n 1293
R o g e r  B a c o n : E x p e r im e n t  a l i s m 1214-1294
P e t e r  O liv i: P lu r a l i t y  o f  f o r m s 1248-1298
G o d fre y  o f  F o n ta in e : No " r e a l  d is t in c t io n " 1303
R ic h a rd  M id d le to n : A r i s to te l i a n 1307
P e t e r  o f A u v e rg n e : T h o m is t 1314
T h o m a s  S u tto n : T h o m is t 1320
J a m e s  o f V i te rb o : T h o m is t ic 1308
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R ay m o n d  L u ll :  S e m ir a t io n a l i s m  1232-1316

H e n ry  E a te :  E n c y c lo p a e d is t  1246-1316

S ig e r  o f B r a b a n t :  A v e r r o i s t  1240-1284

G ile s  o f R o m e : T h o m is t ic  1247-1316

JO H N  DUNS SC Q TU S: " S u b tle  doc to r* ' 1266-1308

W a lte r  B u r le ig h :  S c o t is t ic  1275-1342

138. SC H O L A STIC ISM : D E C L IN E

H e rv e  d e  N e d e l le a :  T h o m is t ic  1323

F e t e r  A u re o le :  N o m in a l is t ic  1322

D u ra n d  d e  S t .P o u r c a in :  N o m in a l is t ic  1334

J o h n  o f N a p le s :  T h o m is t  1330

F e t e r  d e  la  P a lu d e :  T h o m is t  1334

J o h n  B a c o n : A v e rv o is t  1346

R ay m o n d  o f S a b u n d ia : S e m ir a t i o n a l i s t i c  1342

W IL L IA M  OCKHAM : T E R M : C O N C E P T U A L IS M  1 2 5 0 -1 3 5 0

J o h n  B u r id a n :  O c k h a m is t  1358

T h o m a s  B ra d v /a rd in e :  D e te r m in i s t i c  1290-1349

G r e g o r y  o f  A r im in i :  O c k h a m is t  1358

N ic h o la s  o f  A u tr e c o u r t :  N o m in a l is t  14th c e n tu r y

N ic h o la s  O r e s m e  O c k h a m is t  1382

P e t e r  d 'A illy : O c k h a m is t  1350-1420

JO H N  C A P R E C L US: " P r i n c e p s  T h o m is ta ru m "  1380-1444

S t. A n to n in u s : M o r a l is t  1389-1459

N ic h o la s  o f  C u sa : A g n o s tic  le a n in g "  1401-1464

D e n is  th e  C a r th u s ia n :  T h o m is t  1402-1471

G a b r ie l  B ie l :  N o m in a l is t  1425-1495

138. SC H O L A ST IC ISM : R E V IV A L

G e n n a d iu s :  G e o rg e

S c h o la r : A r i s to te l i a n c .  1464

S o n c in a s : T h o m is t 1494

P ic o  d e lla  M ir  and  o l a: E c le c t ic 1463-1494

D o m in ic  o f  F la n d e r s : T h o m is t 1500

A nthony  T r o m b e ta : S c o t is t 1518

P o m p o n a tiu s : A r i s to te l i a n 1462-1524

C A JE T A N : T h o m a s

d e  V io : ’S u m m a  T h e o lo g ie s 1 1468-1534

F E R R A R IE N S IS :

S y lv e s te r : 1 C o n tra  G entes* 1474-1528

J o h n  D r ie d o : T h o m is t 1535

C o n ra d  K o e llin : T h o m is t 1476-1536

L o u is  V iv e s : P s y c h o lo g y 1492-1549

I a v e l l i : T h o m is t 1488-1550

C a th a r in u s : N o m in a l is t 1553

D o m in ic  So to : T h o m is t 1494-1560

M e lc h io r  C an o : T h e o lo g ic a l  S o u rc e s 1509-1560

P e t e r  S o to T h o m is t 1 5 6 3

F R A N C IS  O F  V IT T O R IA  LA W 1480-1566

R a m u s : D e  l a  R a m e e : A n t i - A r i s to t l e 1515-1572

D e M ed in a : T h o m is t 1529-1581

B e r n a r d  T e le s iu s : A n t i - A r i s to t le 1508-1588

F r a n c i s  P a t r i z z i : P a n th e is m 1529-1597

T o le tu s : T h o m is t  J e s u i t 1532-1596

F o n s e c a : T h o m is t  J e s u i t 1548-1599

LOUIS M O LINA: M OL INIS M 1536-1600
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D O M IN IC E A N E Z : P r e d e t e r m in a t io n 1528-1604
J o r d a n o  B ru n o : P a n th e i s t i c 1548-1600
G r e g o r y  d e  V a le n t ia : M o lin is t 1551-1603
R a p h a e l R ip a : R iv a T h o m is t 1611
G a b r ie l  V a sq u e z : M o lin is t 1551-1614
FR A N C IS  S U A R E Z : 11 D o c to r  e x im iu s ” 1548-1617
L e o n a rd  L e s s iu s : M o lin is t 1544-1623
S t. R o b e r t  B e l l a r m in M o lin is t 1542-1625
B a l t h a s a r  A lv a re z : C o m m e n te d  A r i s to t le 1561-1630
D id a c u s  A lv a re z : T h o m is t 1635

139. F R O M  D E S C A R T E S  T O  KANT

C O L L A B O R A T O R S ;
C o m p lu te n s ia n s : 1 6 2 4 -

S a im u n t ic e n s ia n s : 1631-1744

F r a n c i s  B a c o n : H e ra ld  o f m o d e rn s 1561-1626
T h o m a s  d e  L e m o s : T h o m is t 1629
G ile s  de  C o n n in ck : T h o m is t ic 1633
T h o m a s  C a m p a n e lla : H e ra ld  o f  M o d e rn s 1568-1639
A la m a n n u s : T h o m is t 1559-1634
R u iz : M o lin is t 1562-1632
D e L e r m a : T h o m is t 1642
G r o t iu s :  D e  G ro o t: LAW 1583-1645
T ip h a n iu s : M o lin is t 1641
J o h n  N a z a r iu s : T h o m is t 1556-1646
JO H N  O F  S T . TH O M A S: T h o m is t 1589-1644
S y lv iu s :  F .  D u b o is : T h o m is t 1649
D E S C A R T E S : “ F a t h e r  o f  m o d e r n  p h ilo so p h y ” 1596-1650
M e rs e n n e : C a r te s i a n c .  1650
F r a n c i s  O v ied o : O c k h a m is t ic 1602-1651
P e t e r  O v ied o : T h o m is t 1649
G a s s e n d i : A to m is t 1592-1655
D e L u g o M o lin is t 1583-1660
F r a n c i s  G o n z a le s : M o lin is t 1591-1661
B la i s e  P a s c a l : J a n s e n i s t 1623-1662
G e u lin x : C a r te s i a n 1625-1669
D e A r r ia g a : O c k h a m is t ic 1592-1667
B a ru c h  S p in o z a : P a n th e i s m 1632-1677
M a s t r i u s : S c o t is t 1673
T h o m a s  H o b b es: M a te r i a l i s t 1588-1679
S y lv e s te r  M a u ru s : T h o m is t 1619-1687
G o n e t T h o m is t 1681
H e n ry  M o re : A n t i - C a r te s ia n 1614-1687
H o n o re  F a b r i : S c h o la s t ic 1607-1688
R a lp h  C u d w o rth : P la to n i s t 1617-1688
L o u is  T h o m a s  s in : T h o m is t 1695
A n to in e  A rn a u d : J a n s e n i s t 1612-1694
N ic h o la s  A rn u : T h o m is t 1629-1695
A g u ir r e : T h o m is t 1630-1699
A n to in e  G o rd in :  . T h o m is t 1639-1695
Sfond’r a t i : T h o m is t 1644-1696
J a c q u e s  G u e r in o is : T h o m is t 1640-1703
A le x a n d e r  F in y : T h o m is t 1709
D e B e n e d ic t is : A r i s to te l i a n 1622-1706
P e t e r  B a y le S c e p tic 1647-1706
C la u d e  F r a s s e n S c o t is t 1620-1711

S h a f te s b u r y  s A ffe c tiv e  e th ic s 1671-1713
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L E IB N IT Z : ” P e r e n n ia l  p h ilo so p h y ” 1646-1716

C u m b e r la n d : A ffe c tiv e  e th ic s 1632-1719

J o h n  L o c k e : E m p i r i c i s t 1632-1714

M a le b ra n c h e : O n to lo g is m  - O c c a s io n a l i s m 1638-1715

F a r d e l l a : C a r te s i a n 1650-1718

P a la n c o : T h o m is t 1720

D a n ie l H u e t: E c le c t ic 1630-1721

T o la n d : M a te r i a l i s t i c 1670-1722

C h au v in : C a r te s i a n 1640-1726

T o lo m e i : A r i s to te l i a n 1653-1726

A r th u r  C o l l ie r : I d e a l i s t i c 1680-1732

B e r n a r d  M a n d e v ille : A m o r a l i s m 1670-1733

S a m u e l C la r k e : A n ti - m a t e r i a l i s t 1675-1729

B e rk e le y : E m p i r i c i s t 1685-1733

P la c id  Renz*. T h o m is t 1730

V in c e n t  G o tti: T h o m is t 1742

B a b e n s tu b e r : T h o m is t 1660-1746

L o s s a d a : N o m in a l is t ic 1681-1748

J o h n  V ico : E c le c t ic 1668-1744

B i l lu a r t : T h o m is t 1685-1757

D av id  H a r t le y : E m p i r i c i s t 1704-1757

M a u p e r tu is : E m p i r i c i s t 1698-1757

C h r i s t i a n  W olff: L e ib n itz  e a n 1679-1754

B a u m g a r te n : L e ib n itz  e  an 1714-1762

D av id  H um e: P h e n o m in is m 1711-1776

R o s e l l i : T h o m is t 1783

T h o m a s  R e id : S c o tc h  s c h o o l 1704-1796

M e n d e ls so h n L e ib n itz  e  an 1729-1786

L e s s in g : L e ib n itz  e a n 1729-1781

S ta t t l e r : W o lffian 1728-1797

S to rc h e n a u : S c h o la s t ic 1751-1797

Z a l l in g e r : N a tu ra l  lav / 1735-1813

F r a n c o i s  B ic h a t A n t i - s e n s i s t 1771-1802

140. S IN C E  KANT

E M M A N U E L  K A NT: S U B JE C T IV IS M 1724-1804

H e r d e r : A n ti -K a n t 1744-1803

J a c o b i : A n ti-K a n t 1743-1819

E b e r la r d : A n ti -K an t 1738-1809

D e B o n a ld : F i d e i s t 1753-1840

S a lo m o n  M a im o n : K a n tia n 1754-1800

B o u te rw e c k : K a n tia n 1766-1848

G o tt l ie b  F ic h te : I d e a l i s t 1762-1814

W ir c e b u r g e n s ia n s : S c h o la s t ic 1766-1771

M ain e  d e  B ir a n : A n t i - s e n s i s t 1776-1824

T h o m a s  B ro w n : S c o tc h  s c h o o l 1778-1820

D u g a ld  -S te w a r t : S co to ll s c h o o l 1753-1825

S c h e llin g : I d e a l i s t 1775-1854

G E O R G E  H E G E L : I d e a l i s t 1770-1831

S c h o p e n h a u e r: P e s s i m i s t 1788-1860

V e n tu ra : F id e i s t 1792-1861

H erxnefl: S e m ir a t io n a l i s t 1775-1831

G u n th e r : S e m ir a t io n a l i s t 1785-1863

B o lz a n o : A m ti-K an t 1781-1848

L ib e r a to r e : S c h o la s t ic 1777-1824

S c h le ie r m a c h e r : H e g e l ia n is t ic 1768=1834

H e r b a r t : K a n b ia n is t ic 1776-1841

B a u ta in : F id e i s t 1796-1867

R o s m in i: P a n th e i s t i c  le a n in g 1797-1855
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B o n n e tty : F id e i s t 1798-1879
G io b e r t i : O n to lo g is m 1801-1852
H a jn ilto n : S c o tc h  s c h o o l 1788-1856
A U G U STE C O M T E : PO SIT IV ISM 1798-1857
V ic to r  C o u s in : E c le c t ic 1792-1847
H e rm a n n  F ic h te : H e g e l ia n is t ic 1794-1861
F e c h n e r : P a r a l l e l i s m 1801-1887
F e u e rb a c h : H e g e lia n 1804-1872
J a m e s  B a lm e s : S c h o la s t ic 1810-1843
S a n s e v e r in o : T h o m is t 1811-1865
K le u tg e n : T h o m is t ic 1811-1883
K a r l  M a rx : C o m m u n is m 1818-1883
E n g e ls : C o m m u n is m 1820-1895
F r o s c h a m m e r : S e m ir a t io n a l i s t 1821-1893
L o tz e : K a n t ia n is t ic 1817-1881
H e lm h o ltz N e o -K a n tia n 1821-1894
J e a n  R a v a is s o n : P a n th e i s t i c 1813 -1900
S o re n  K ie rk e g u a rd : H e ra ld  o f E x is te n t ia l i s m 1813-1855
R e n o u v ie r : I d e a l i s t 1815-1903
S e c re ta n : V o lu n ta r i s t 1815-1895
T o n g io rg i : S c h o la s t ic 1820-1865
H e r b e r t  S p e n c e r : A g n o s tic is m 1820-1903
J o h n  S tu a r t  M ill: F o s i t i v i s t 1816-1873
F r e d e r i c k  L a n g e : N e o -K a n tia n 1828-1875
A le x a n d e r  B a in : F o s i t i v i s t 1818-1904
H y p p o lite  T a in e : P o s i t i v i s t 1828-1893
W undt: “ T h e o r y  o f a c t u a l i t y 1 1832-1920
D o m e t d e  V o v g e s : T h o m is t 1829-1910
L a c h e l ie r : I d e a l i s t 1832-1918
T h o m a s  G re e n : I d e a l i s t 1836-1882
E d w a rd  C a ird : I d e a l i s t 1835-1908
A lf re d  F c u i l l e e I d e a l i s t 1838-1912
F r a n z  B re n ta n o : P h e n o m e n o lo g is m 1838-1917
Z e p h e r in  G o n z a le z : T h o m is t 1831-1895
G u tb e r le t : T h o m is t ic 1837=1928
Z ig l i a r a : T h o m is t 1833-1893
S a to ll i : S c h o la s t ic 1839-1909
E d w a rd  H a r tm a n n : P e s s i m i s t 1842-1906
V in c e n t R e m e r : T h o m is t 1843-1910
N ie tz s c h e : “ S u p e rm a n " 1844-1900
U r r a b u r u : S u a r e z ia n 1844-1904
L e p id i: T h o m is t 1838-1922
P a u ls e n : I d e a l i s t 1846-1908
W illia m  J a m e s : P r a g m a t i s t 1842-1910
E m ile  B o u tro u x : K a n t ia n is t ic 1845-1921
F r a n c i s  B r a d le y : I d e a l i s t 1846-1924
R u d o lp h  E u c k e n N o o lo g ic a l m e th o d 1846-1926
B o sa n q u e t: I d e a l i s t 1848-1923
L o u is  B i l lo t : T h o m is t 1846-1931
D e M an d a te : T h o m is t 1850-1914
M e r c ie r : T h o m is t 1851-1926
B u o n p e n s ie r e T h o m is t 1853 1929
T ilm a n n  P e s c h S c h o la s t ic 1836-1899
C h r i s t i a n  P e s b S c h o la s t ic 1835-1925
D e l P r a d o : T h o m is t 1852-1918
O c ta v e  H a m e lin I d e a l i s t 1856-1907
D u rk h e im : S o c io lo g ic a l  s c h o o l 1858-1917
E d m u n d  H u s s e r l : P h e n o m e n o lo g is m 1859-1938
D ew ey : P r a g m a t i s t 1859-1952
H e n r i  B e rg s o n : 1 E la n  v i ta l1 1859-1941
L e v y - E r u h l S o c io lo g ic a l  s c h o o l 1857-1939



H e n r i  P o ih c a r e F h ilo s o p h y  o f s c ie n c e 1854-1912

G u id o  M a t t iu s s i : T h o m is t 1952-1926

M einong : P h e n o m e n o lo g y 1853-1930

J o s ia h  R o y ce : I d e a l i s t 1855-1916

P a u l  N a to rp : N e o -K a n tia n 1854-1924

E m ile  M e y e rs o n : F h ilo s o p h y  o f s c ie n c e 1859-1933

S a m u e l A le x a n d e r : I d e a l i s t i c 1859-1938

L e o n  B ru n s c h ic q : I d e a l i s t 1859-1954

P i e r r e  D u h em : P h ilo s o p h y  o f s c ie n c e 1861-1916

M a u r ic e  E lo n d e l: " N o tio n a l"  - " R e a l" 1861-1949

A lf re d  W h ite h e a d : I d e a l i s t i c 1861-1947

S e r t i l l a n g e s : T h o m is t 1863-1948

J o s e p h  G re d t T h o m is t 1863-1940

B e n e d e tto  C ro c e : I d e a l i s t 1866-1952

E d o u a rd  H ugon T h o m is t 1867-1929

L e  D a n te c : M a te r i a l i s t 1869-1917

E d o u a rd  l e  R oy: E e r g s o n ia n 1870-1954

M a u r ic e  d e  l a  T a i l l e : T h o m is t 1872-1934

M ax S c h e le r : P h e n o m e n o lo g y 1874-1925

E r n e s t  C a s i r e r : N e o -K a n tia n 1874-1945

G io v a n n i G e n t i l e : I d e a l i s t 1875-1944

D e s c o q s : S u a r e z ia n 1877-1946

G a r r ig o u - L a g r a n g e : T h o m is t 1877-1964

F i e r r e  R o u s s e lo t: T h o m is t 1878-1915

J o s e p h  M a re c h a l : S c h o la s t ic 1878-1944

A m a to  M asn o v o : T h o m is t 1880-1955

N ic h o la s  H a r tm a n n : P h e n o m e n o lo g y 1882-1950

K a r l  J a s p e r s : E x is te n t ia l i s t 1883-1969

R e n e  L e  S en n e : I d e a l i s t i c 1882-1954

J a c q u e s  M a r i ta in : T h o m is t 1882-1973

L o u is  L a v e l le : I d e a l i s t i c 1883-1951

S a n d o r  H o rv a th : T h o m is t 1884-1956

E tie n n e  G ils o n T h o m is t 1884-

F r ie to f f : T h o m is t 1939

F r a n c e s c o  O lg ia ti : T h o m is t 1 8 8 6 -

L u d w ig  W ittg e n s te in : L in g u is t ic  A n a ly s is 1889-1951

G a b r ie l  M a r c e l C h r i s t i a n  E x i s t e n t i a l i s t 1 8 8 9 -

M a r t in  H e id d ig e r : E x i s t e n t i a l i s t 1889 -

R a m ir e z : T h o m is t 1891-

R e g is  J o l iv e t : T h o m is t 1891-

G i lb e r t  R y le : L in g u is t ic  a n a ly s is 1900-

J o s e f  B o c h e n s k i T h o m is t 1902-

B e r n a r d  L o n e rg a n T h o m is t ic 1903-

J e a n  P a u l  S a r t r e : E x i s t e n t i a l i s t 1 905 -

C h a r le s  d e  K on inck : T h o m is t 1906-1965

M e r le a u  -F o n ty : E x is te n t ia l i s t 1908-

C o rn e lio  F a b r o T h o m is t 1908-
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E M F IR O L O G IC A L  AND O N T O L O G IC A L

141. IN T E N T IO N : In  th e  c o u r s e  o f th e  fo re g o in g  in t ro d u c t io n  
to  p h ilo s o p h y  a l lu s io n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  (c f . n . 20; n . 93)

to  d i s t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  e m p ir o lo g ic a l  ( e m p i r io - s c h e m a t ic  o r  
e m p i r io - m e t r i c )  s c ie n c e  and  o n to lo g ic a l  s c i e n c e .  S o m e  e x p la n 
a t io n s  m a y  b e  h e lp fu l .

142. T W O  M ANNERS O F  C O N C EIV IN G : T h e r e  a r e  tw o  m a n n e r s  
in  w h ich  w e m a y  c o n c e iv e  so m e  t h i n g , to  w it:

A . O N T O L O G IC A L  M A N N ER O F  C O N C EIV IN G : In  th i s  
m a n n e r  o f  c o n c e iv in g  a th in g  i s  c o n c e iv e d  a s  s o m e  k in d  of s o m e  
m o d e  o f  B E IN G , i .  e .  a c c o rd in g  to  w h a t o f b e in g , o r  how  m u c h  o f 
b e in g  o r  o f  r e a l i t y  i s  e x e r c i s e d  in  i t ,  and  s o  i s  to  b e  found  in  i t .

a .  T h e n  th e  c o n c e p t w il l  b e  a n  o n to lo g ic a l  c o n c e p t d i s 
p la y in g  to  th e  m in d  th e  e n t i ty  o r  r e a l i t y  o f th e  th in g .

b . I t  w ill  a c c o rd in g ly  b e  a c o n c e p t c o n s t r u c te d  f ro m  
n o te s  e a c h  o f  w h ich  i s  s o m e th in g  o f b e in g  -  s o m e w h a t a s  a h o u se  
m a y  b e  c o n s t r u c te d  f r o m  c la y  b r i c k s .

c . S uch  a c o n c e p t i s  r e s o lv e d  o r  a n a ly s e d  in to  B E IN G .

B . E M P IR IO L C G IC A L  M A N N ER O F  C O N C EIV IN G :
In  th i s  m a n n e r  i s  a th in g  c o n c e iv e d  a s  w h a t i s  in d ic a te d  b y  s o m e  
u n if ie d  a g g re g a te  o f s e n s ib le  a p p e a r a n c e s  (p h e n o m e n a )  o r  a s  w h a t i s  
in d ic a te d  b y  s o m e  a g g re g a te  o f  s e n s a t io n s ,  o r  o p e r a t io n s .

a .  T h e n  th e  c o n c e p t w ill  b e  a n  e m p i r io lo g ic a l  c o n c e p t 
b y  w h ich  th e  th in g  i s  u n d e rs to o d  o n ly  th ro u g h  i t s  o b s e r v a b le  
p h e n o m e n a , w h ich  a r e  SIGNS o f i t ,  -  n o t b e in g  u n d e r s to o d  in  i t s e l f .

b l  T h e  c a s e  i s  s o m e w h a t l ik e  th is :  S u p p o se  th a t  F e t e r f s  
o n ly  k n o w le d g e  o f B irm in g h a m  i s  th a t  i t  i s  w h a t (w h e th e r  a c i ty ,  
o r  a l a k e ,  o r  a m o u n ta in , o r  a  c a s t l e  o r  w h a t-n o t)  i s  p o in te d  to  b y  
a r o a d - s ig n  f ro m  th e  n o r th  o f  i t  s a y in g  " T o  B irm in g h a m "  and  b y  
a r o a d - s ig n  f r o m  th e  so u th  o f  i t  s a y in g  " T o  B irm in g h a m "  , and b y  
a r o a d - s ig n  f ro m  th e  w e s t o f i t  s a y in g  " T o  B irm in g h a m "  , and  b y  
a r o a d - s ig n  f r o m  th e  e a s t  o f i t  s a y in g  " T o  B irm in g h a m " :  w h a t 
B irm in g h a m  i s  in  i t s e l f ,  he  d o e s  n o t know .

c .  A c c o rd in g ly  th e  c o n c e p t fo rm e d  b y  e m p ir io lo g ic a l  
c o n c e p tio n  w il l  b e  a c o n c e p t c o n s t r u c te d  f r o m  n o te s  e a c h  o f  w h ich  
i s  s o m e  o b s e r v a b le  p h e n o m e n o n  o r  s o m e  s e n s a t io n  o r  o p e ra t io n
o f  th e  o n e  c o n c e iv in g  th e  th in g , -  s o m e w h a t a s  a  h o u se  c o n s t r u c te d  
f r o m  c e m e n t  b r i c k s ;

d . S uch  a c o n c e p t  i s  r e s o lv a b le  in to  th e  O B S E R V A B L E  o r  
in to  o b s e r v a t io n .

143. E X A M P L E  O F  O N T O L O G IC A L  C O N C E P T IO N : M an i s  
c o n c e iv e d  b y  p h i lo s o p h e r s  a s  " r a t i o n a l  a n im a l" .

A . L e t  u s  ta k e  o n e  e le m e n t  o f t h i s  d e f in i t io n , v . g .  ’ a n im a l* .

a .  ’A n im a l1 m e a n s  " b o d y  l iv in g  b y  s e n s i  l iv e  l ife "  . L e t  
u s  f ro m  th i s  c o n s id e r  ’l i v i n g ' .

b .  1 L iv in g ’ m e a n s  " m o v in g  s e l f ' . L e t  u s  ta k e  ' m o v in g * .
c .  1 M o v in g  m e a n s  " a c tu a l iz in g  a p o te n c y 1’ , o r  " b r in g in g
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s o m e th in g  f r o m  p o te n c y  to  a c t"  . L e t  u s  c o n s id e r  'p o te n c y 1 and  'a c t 1.

d . B u t:

d l .  'A c t ' i s  th e  " p r in c ip le  w h e re b y  b e in g  i s  p e r f e c t" ;  

d 2 . 'P o te n c y ' i s  th e  " p r in c ip le  w h e re b y  b e in g  i s  

p e r f e c t i b l e " .

d 3 . W h ile  d iv is io n  o f b e in g  in to  a c t  and  p o te n c y  i s  th e  

m o s t  b a s ic  d iv is io n  o f  b e in g .

e .  B u t l e t  u s  c o n s id e r  ' p e r f e c t io n 1. T h is  i s  " f u ln e s s  

o f  being*1.

B . T h u s  th e  c o n c e p t 'm a n ' i s  r e s o lv e d  u l t im a te ly  in to  

" B E IN G " . (T h e  s a m e  w ould  e v e n tu a te  i f  w e a n a ly s e d  'r a t i o n a l ') .

144. E X A M P L E  O F  E M P IR IO L O G IC A L  C O N C E P T IO N : M an 

i s  c o n c e iv e d  b y  z o o lo g is t s  a s  a  " m a m m a l  o f th e  o r d e r  o f 

p r i m a t e s " .

A . L e t  u s  ta k e  th e  t e r m  'm a m m a l ' .

a . T h e  z o o lo g is t  d e f in e s  a m a m m a l  a s  a " v e r t e b r a t e  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  p o s s e s s io n  o f  s p e c ia l  g la n d s  s e c r e t i n g  m i lk " .

L e t  u s  c o n s id e r  ' m i l k ' .

b . ' M ilk ' i s  d e f in e d , in  t e r m s  o f c o lo u r ,  t a s t e ,  

a v e r a g e  d e n s i ty ,  c h e m ic a l  c o m p o n e n ts  (su c h  a s  f a t s ,  p r o te in s ,  

n o n - f a t  s o l id s ,  w a te r )  and  b io lo g ic a l  fu n c tio n  e tc .  L e t  u s  

c o n s id e r  ' t a s t e * .

c .  'T a s t e '  i s  u n d e rs to o d  a s  a  c e r t a i n  s e n s a t io n .

B . T h u s  th e  r e s o lu t io n  i s  u l t im a te ly  in to  s o m e  s e n s ib le  

d a tu m  o r  s e n s e - e x p e r i e n c e .

a . T h is  r e s o lu t io n  o f a c o n c e p t in to  s e n s ib le  p h e n o m e n a  

o r  s e n s a t io n  o r  o p e ra t io n s  o f  m e a s u r e m e n t  e t c .  m a y  b e  e n a c te d  

th ro u g h  o n ly  a few  s t a g e s ,  (as  in  th e  e x a m p le  g iv e n )  w h ich  s u f f ic e  

to  a n a ly s e  th e  c o n c e p t  in to  i t s  u l t im a te  c o m p o n e n ts .

b .  B u t w h en  i t  i s  q u e s t io n  o f m a th e m a tiz e d  s c i e n c e s ,  

s u c h  a s  p h y s ic s ,  th e  o b s e r v a b le  u l t im a te s  a r e  r e a c h e d  o n ly  th ro u g h  

v e r y  m a n y  s t a g e s  o f r e d u c t io n .

145. F U R T H E R  E X A M P L E  O F  E M P IR IO L O G IC A L  C O N C E P T IO N :

S i lv e r  i s  d e f in e d  b y  m in e r a lo g i s t s  s o m e w h a t in  th i s  fa s h io n :

"  m e ta l  w h ic h  i s  s o n o r o u s ,  d u c t i l e ,  v e r y  m a l le a b le ,  h ig h ly  p o l i s h - 

a b le ,  h a v in g  a h ig h e r  t h e r m ic  and  e le c tr ic o o n d u c t iv i ty  th a n  an y  o th e r  

m e ta l  k n o w n , m e l t in g  w h en  h e a te d  to  C . 960 . 5 , b o i l in g  w h en  h e a te d  

to  C . 2000, r ;

A . T h e  m in e r a lo g i s t ,  i f  p r e s s e d  f o r  th e  m e a n in g  o f  an y  

o n e  o f th e  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  th i s  d e f in i t io n , w ill  u l t im a te ly  d e f in e  i t  

b y  c e r t a i n  in d e f in a b le  e le m e n ts  w h ich  w ill  b e  O B SE R V E D  P H E N - 

OM EN A  o r  SEN SA TIO N S o r  O P E R A T IO N S  O F  O B SE R V A T IO N  o r  

o f  M E A S U R E M E N T .

B . T h e r e f o r e  th i s  c o n c e p t i s  u l t im a te ly  c o m p o s e d  f r o m , 

and  i s  u l t im a te ly  a n a ly s e d  in to  SU CH  E X T E R N A L  AND O B S E R V - 

A E L E  SIGNS o f s i l v e r .

a .  B u t T H A T  W HICH S IL V E R  IS ( i . e .  th e  e s s e n c e  o f 

s i l v e r )  i s  n o t b y  th i s  c o n c e p t d is c lo s e d  IN  I T S E L F , b e in g  d i s c lo s e d  

O N LY  IN  IT S E X T E R N A L  AND O B S E R V A B L E  SIG NS.

b . O ne who th u s  c o n c e iv e s  s i l v e r  k n o w s in d e e d  w ha t 

s i l v e r  i s  ( i . e .  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  s i l v e r ) ,  f o r  he  know s th a t  s i l v e r
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i s  " th a t  h id d e n  s o m e th in g  (u n d is c lo s e d  in  i t s e l f )  w h ich  e x h ib i ts  
th o s e  o b s e r v a b le  o r  m e a s u r a b le  p h e n o m e n a " .

C . T h e s e  O B S E R V A B L E  SIGNS o f th e  e s s e n c e ,
a .  n o t m a n i f e s t in g  w h a t th e  e s s e n c e  i s  in  i t s e l f ,
b . b u t in d ic a t in g  th e  e s s e n c e  a s  t h e i r  ow n u l t im a te  

e x p l ic a t iv e ,  -  w ith o u t h o w e v e r  in d ic a t in g  how  i t  e x p la in s  th e m , and
le a v in g  th e  e s s e n c e  u n k n o w n  and  u n d is c lo s e d  in  i t s e l f ,

c .  a r e  c a l le d  i t s  E M P IR IO L O G IC A L  P R O P E R T IE S .

146. C O N C LU SIO N S: F r o m  w h a t h a s  b e e n  s a id  (nn . 141-145) 
fo llo w  tw o  c o n c lu s io n s  o f v e r y  g r e a t  m o m e n t , to  w it:

A . F IR S T  C O N C LU SIO N : T h e r e  a r e  tw o  o r d e r s  o f 
s c i e n c e s  o f  r e a l i t y  a c c o rd in g  a s  th e y  c o n c e iv e  th e  o b je c ts  w h ich  
th e y  in v e s t ig a te  e i t h e r  e m p i r io lo g ic a l ly  o r  o n to lo g ic a lly :

a .  S c ie n c e s  w h ich  a r e  l im i te d  to  c o n c e iv in g  th in g s  
e m p i r io lo g ic a l ly  a r e  c a l le d  E M P IR IO L O G IC A L  s c ie n c e s ;

a l .  and  f o r  c o n v e n ie n c e  th e y  a r e  m o r e  u s u a l ly  c a l le d  
j u s t  S C IE N C E S .

a 2 . And t h e i r  m a n n e r  o f c o n c e iv in g  i s  o f te n  c a l le d  
S C IE N T IF IC  C O N C E P T IO N .

b . B u t s c i e n c e s  o f  r e a l i t y  w h ic h  c o n c e iv e  o n to lo g ic a l ly  
a r e  c a l le d  P H IL O S O P H IC A L  s c ie n c e s ;

b l .  and  a r e  m o r e  u s u a l ly  c a l le d  P H IL O S O P H Y  r a th e r  th a n  
b y  th e  n a m e  S c i e n c e * .

b 2 . And t h e i r  m a n n e r  o f  c o n c e iv in g  i s  o f te n  c a l le d  
P H IL O S O P H IC A L  C O N C E P T IO N .

B . SEC O N D  C O N C LU SIO N : No t e r m  o r  w o rd  i s  e v e r  
u s e d  in  s c ie n c e  and  in  p h ilo s o p h y  W ITH  T H E  SA M E IM M E D IA T E  
M EA N IN G , e v e n  th o u g h  i t  m a y  d e n o te  (o r  s u p p o s e  fo r )  th e  s a m e  
th in g .

a .  T h u s ,  b e s id e s  th e  e x a m p le s  g iv e n  h e r e  ab o v e  (nn . 
143-145), w e m a y  ta k e  th e  e x a m p le s  o f ' c a u s e ' and  o f 'm a t t e r 1.

b .  In d eed :
b l .  'M a t t e r '  m e a n s :
b la .  f o r  th e  s c i e n t i s t :  " B o d y  ta k e n  in d e te r m in a te ly ,  a b 

s t r a c t i n g  f r o m  w h e th e r  i t  b e  t h i s  s o r t  o f  b o d y  o r  th a t  s o r t  . B u t 
i t  D O E S -B E  b ody ;

b ib .  b u t f o r  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r :  " T h a t  w h ic h  C A N -B E  a ll  
b o d ie s  and  th e r e f o r e  n o t o f i t s e l f  d o e s - b e  an y  b o d y * .

b 2 . 'C a u s e ' m e a n s :
b 2 a . f o r  th e  s c i e n t i s t :  " in v a r ia b le  a n te c e d e n t" , o r  " ju m p in g  

o f f -g ro u n d  f o r  a p r e d ic t io n " ;

A P P E N D IX  II 

P E R IN O E T IC  AND D IA N O E T IC

147. D IA N O E T IC  U N D ER STA N D IN G : T h is  i s  a n  u n d e rs ta n d in g



of s o m e  o b je c t  a c c o rd in g  a s  i t s  e s s e n c e  i s  u n d e rs to o d  IN  IT S E L F , 
s o  th a t  th e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f s u c h  o b je c t  c a n  b e  i n f e r r e d  f r o m , o r  a t  
l e a s t ,  c a n  b e  e x p la in e d  b y , i t s  e s s e n c e .

A . A c c o rd in g ly  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  a d ia n o e t ic  s c ie n c e  i s  
O U TW A R D S, i . e .  f r o m  e s s e n c e  to  p r o p e r t i e s .

B . L e t  u s  ta k e  th e  e x a m p le  o f  th e  g e o m e tr y  o f 
(E u c lid e a n )  t r i a n g le :

a .  T h e  p r o c e s s  o f k n o w le d g e  i s  f r o m  th e  e s s e n c e  o f 
t r i a n g le  (p la n e  f ig u r e  b o u n d ed  b y  t h r e e  s t r a ig h t  s id e s )  to  th e  
p r o p e r t i e s  o f t r i a n g le ,  th a t  i s ,  to  th e  c o n s e q u e n ts  o f th a t  e s s e n c e .

b . W hich  m a y  b e  s c h e m a t ic a l ly  r e p r e s e n te d  th u s :

C . S c ie n c e s  w h o se  u n d e r s ta n d in g  and  p r o c e s s e s  
a r e  d ia n o e t ic  a r e  m a th e m a t ic s  and  p h ilo s o p h y .

a . B u t, w h e r e a s  th e  o b je c t  o f m a th e m a t ic s  i s  
im a g in a r y ,  b e in g ,

a l .  f o r  i t  s u f f ic e s  f o r  th e  o b je c t  o f  m a th e m a t ic s  
th a t  i t  b e  im a g in e d , a s  a t r i a n g le  c a n  b e  im a g e d  in  a v a c u u m  
o r  in  s p a c e  im a g in e d  b ey o n d  th e  l im i t s  o f  th e  r e a l  m a te r i a l  
u n iv e r s e ,  -  and  t h e r e f o r e  w ith o u t r e a l i t y ,

a 2 . f o r  w h ich  r e a s o n  m a th e m a t ic s  i s  n o t s c ie n c e  o f  
r e a l i t y  ( i . e .  o f r e a l  b e in g );

b .  T h e  o b je c t  of  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  r e a l  b e in g ; w h e re fo re  
p h ilo s o p h y  i s  s c ie n c e  o f r e a l i t y .

148 . P E R IN O E T IC  U N D ER STA N D IN G : T h is  i s  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
o f s o m e th in g  a c c o rd in g  a s  i t  ie  u n d e rs to o d  o n ly  a c c o rd in g  to  
s o m e th in g  p r e t e r - e s s e n t i a l ,  s u c h  a s  i t s  p r o p e r t i e s  o r  i t s  
e f f e c t s ,

A . H e n c e  b e t t e r m e n t  in  th e  m o d e  o f th i s  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
i s  o b ta in e d  o n ly  th ro u g h  p r o c e s s  INW ARDS to  m o r e  im m e d ia te  
p r o p e r t i e s  o r  e f f e c t s .

B . W hich  m a y  b e  i l l u s t r a t e d  s c h e m a t ic a l ly  th u s :

F ig u r e  th e  s u m  
o f  w h o se  in te r n a l  
a n g le s  = 2 r t .  
a n g le s  
( P r o p e r ty )

F ig u r e  w h o se  a r e a  
= b a s e  X a l t i tu d e  

2

( P r o p e r ty )

F ig u r e  e a c h  of 
w h o se  a p ic e s  i s  
ta n g e n t  on  th e  
c i r c u n f e r e n c e  o f 
s o m e  c i r c l e  

( P r o p e r ty )
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S o n o ro u s

C . A c c o rd in g ly  i t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  e m p i r io lo g ic a l  s c i e n c e s  
a r e  P E R IN O E T IC .

D . In  p e r in o e t ic  s c ie n c e  f o r m a l  o r  in te n s iv e  p r o g r e s s
i s  m a d e  a c c o rd in g  a s  m o r e  in t im a te  p r o p e r t i e s  a r e  fo u n d , e x p la in in g  
th e  o b s e r v a b le  p r o p e r t i e s ,  o r  m o r e  im m e d ia te  e f f e c ts  a r e  found  
w h ich  e x p la in  th e  e f f e c ts  e a r l i e r  o b s e r v e d .


