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Artificial intelligence as a catalyst for contemplation on human nature and the image of God
2nd half of 2025

About the workshop
AI imitates the human intelligence that designed it.[footnoteRef:1] Therefore AI prompted many people to reflect on what it means to be human and the role of humanity in the world.[footnoteRef:2] The basic attitude from which we approach AI is crucial for capturing the reality of AI. A threefold perspective is intriguingly connected through the work and personality of Fr. Jáki: Catholicism, monasticism, and science.  [1:  Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith and Dicastery for Culture and Education. Antiqua et Nova: Note on the Relationship Between Artificial Intelligence and Human Intelligence. 28 Jan. 2025. Vatican, 3.]  [2:  Antiqua et Nova, 3.] 

As Catholics we confess that the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit exist in an eternal community of love. (John, 17,24) God exists by relations.[footnoteRef:3] Imago Dei is that we are created for relationships with God and with each other. If our creativity somehow reflects God’s, then it ought not to surprise   us that historically our creations are often in our own image.[footnoteRef:4] However, it is idolatry to attribute life to the inanimate.[footnoteRef:5] As the Book of Wisdom affirms: “For a man made them, and one whose spirit is borrowed formed them; for no man can form a god which is like himself. He is mortal, and what he makes with lawless hands is dead, for he is better than the objects he worships since he has life, but they never have” (Wis. 15:16-17).  [3:  AI Research Group of the Centre for Digital Culture. Encountering Artificial Intelligence: Ethical and Anthropological Investigations. Pickwick Publications, 2024., 54.]  [4:  AI Research Group of the Centre for Digital Culture. Encountering Artificial Intelligence: Ethical and Anthropological Investigations. Pickwick Publications, 2024., 43.]  [5:  This includes publications that draw parallels between AI bias and human biased thinking: Yang Chen; Samuel N. Kirshner; Anton Ovchinnikov; Meena Andiappan; Tracy Jenkin (2025) A Manager and an AI Walk into a Bar: Does ChatGPT Make Biased Decisions Like We Do?. Manufacturing & Service Operations Management 27(2):354-368. https://doi.org/10.1287/msom.2023.0279] 

According to Fr. Jaki, monasteries are places of creation.[footnoteRef:6] Not in some modern programmatic sense, but in the sense that using their intelligence and skills to care for and develop creation in accord with God’s plan.[footnoteRef:7] Human beings are called to develop their abilities in science and technology, for through them, God is glorified (cf. Sir. 38:6).[footnoteRef:8] According to Fr. Jaki, the object of God’s creative work is the “all” (totum per partes).[footnoteRef:9] Through all that is created the “eyes of the mind” can come to know God.[footnoteRef:10] (Rom 1:20) [6:  Jaki, Stanley L. “Creation and Monastic Creativity.” Monastic Studies (Toronto), vol. 16, Christmas 1985, pp. 79–92.]  [7:  John Paul II, Encyclical Letter Veritatis Splendor (6 August 1993), pars. 38-39: AAS 85 (1993), 1164-1165.]  [8:  Antiqua et Nova, 25.]  [9:  Jaki, S.L. (1999). Bible and Science, Christendom Press, 46. ]  [10:  Fides et Ratio, 22.] 

Jáki sees the praise of classical mechanical physics in the enthusiasm for thinking machines (physicalism or reductionism). He argues that the problem with this praise is that classical physics excluded all non-quantitative phenomena from its field of investigation.[footnoteRef:11] For humans, intelligence involves the whole person, integrating various dimensions of being, while in artificial intelligence, it's typically reduced to functional tasks, implying human mental processes can be digitized and mechanically reproduced.[footnoteRef:12] As pope Francis emphasized when met with participants in International Convention organized by Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifice Vatican Foundation: “are we sure we want to continue to call 'intelligence' what intelligence is not? […] whether the misuse of this word, that is so important, and so human, is not already a surrender to technocratic power."[footnoteRef:13] It is not difficult to understand the motivation behind the elevation of artificial intelligence above human intelligence, which is to harvest economic benefits of the technology. However, as Vatican's Antiqua et Nova document points out: „Human work must not only be at the service of profit” but at “the service of the whole human person […] taking into account the person’s material needs and the requirements of his or her intellectual, moral, spiritual, and religious life.”[footnoteRef:14]. The Rome Call also emphasises that AI-based technology must never be used to exploit people and must secure AI to act as a tool for the good of humanity. [11:  Jaki, Stanley L. Brain, Mind, and Computers. 3rd ed., Regnery Gateway, 1989., 60.]  [12:  Antiqua et Nova, 10.]  [13:  https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2024/june/documents/20240622-centesimus-annus-propontifice.html ]  [14:  Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes (7 December 1965), par 64: AAS 58 (1966), 1086.] 

In this spirit, our Society is organising an international workshop, for which we invite applications for speakers, in particular on the following topics: 
· AI as a product of functional reductionism and its dangers for humans
· the social isolation caused by technology and the spiritual ways to combat it
· consciousness and life in God's work of creation
· anthropomorphism and idolatry in the Bible: can the inanimate be regarded as living?
· ethical aspect of human-centred AI
· the potential uses of AI in person’s holistic formation
The workshop is sponsored by the Hungarian Diplomatic Academy, co-founder of the Jáki Society.
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Automatikusan generált leírás]On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of Father Jáki's birth, the Archabbey of Pannonhalma and the Hungarian Academy of Diplomacy established the Stanley Jáki Society in 2024. A major objective of the Society is to support human-centric theological and philosophical research related to modern technologies like artificial intelligence in the spirit of Father Jaki. In 2025, the Pontifical Academy for Life has accepted the Jaki Society's endorsement to the Rome Call.
Stanley L. Jaki OSB (Jáki Szaniszló László) (1924 – 2009) was a Hungarian-born priest of the Benedictine order. From 1975 to his death, he was Distinguished University Professor at Seton Hall University, in South Orange, New Jersey.  He held doctorates in theology and in physics and was a leading contributor to the philosophy of science and the history of science, particularly to their relationship to Christianity. In 1987, he was awarded the Templeton Prize for furthering understanding of science and religion.
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