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pat staate schal haue stedefast wille and purpos
pat neuer to do it more ne falle in suche synne wip
his body but wip al his power to kepe hym, saue
pat he may marye him 3if pat he wole; and he pat
wole in pat staate kepe chastite, it behouep pat he
defoule and chastise his flesch bi scharpe fastynges
and oper penaunces. 9§ Pis is pe secunde braunche
of pis tree.

E pridde braunche is pe staate and pe bonde of
pmariage, for pei schulle kepe hem eueriche for

oper, clenliche and truliche, wip-out any wrong
doynge p* on to pat oper, and pat askep pe lawe of
mariage p* pat on holde trewpe and feip to pat oper
of his body. For after pat pei ben knytte to-gidre
flescheliche, pei ben al on body and on soule, as
holi writ seip, and perfore schul eueriche of hem
loue oper as hymself. For as pei ben on bodi, pei
schulde ben of on herte bi trwe loue, ne neuere-
more to departe of herte ne of body while pei lyuen;
wherfore pei scholde kepe here bodies clenliche and
chastliche, wip-out here owen harme, and perfore
seip seynt Poule pat wommen schulde loue here
hosebondes and honoure, and kepe hem chaste and
sobre: chaste, to kepe here bodies from alle opere
pan from here lordes; sobre in etyng & drynkyng,
for of to moche etyng and drynkynge comep moche
quekenyng of pe fier of lecherie. ¢ And also scholde
men kepe here bodies chast, pat pei ne 3zeue noust
to a-noper womman pan to here owen. 9 Mariage
is a staate pat men schulde wel clenliche and holiliche
kepe for many skilles. For it is a staate of grete
autorite. God sett it and made it [in] paradis terrestre
in pe state of innocence, to-fore pat euer any man
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dide synne. And perfore schulde men kepe it
holiliche for God, p* o'rdeyned it, and for pe stede
pat it was made ynne. ¥ After, it is a staate of grete
worpinesse. For God hymself wolde be bore of a
wif, pat was of pe maide Marie, wherfore pe maide
Marie made a mantel of mariage wher-vnder Goddes
sone was conceyued and borne. Vnder pat mantel
was hiled from pe deuel pe pryuete and pe counseil
of oure raunsom and of oure helpe, & perfore pan
scholde men worschipe it moche and clenliche &
honestliche kepe it for Pe holynesse per-of. € After,
men schulde kepe it holiliche, for it is a sacrament
of holy chirche and betokenep Ppe mariage pat is
bitwexe Ihesu Crist and holi chirche, and bitwex
God and pe soule, wherfore pe staate of mariage is
so holi and so honest pat pe dede pat was erst dedly
synne wip-out mariage is wip-oute synne in mariage,
and not onliche wip-out synne, but in many caas
grete panke-worpi of God to wynne b1 pe lif wip-outen
ende, and it is wel to wite pat in pre manere wises
3¢ mowe do pe dede of wedeloke wip-out synne and
haue grete merite to pe soule. 9§ Pe first is whan
men don pat werke in hope to haue fruyst of kynde
to serue wip God, and to suche vnderstondyng was
first mariage made and ordeined principalliche.
9 Pe secunde caas is whan pat on 3eldep to pat oper
his dette whan it is asked, and perto schal riztwisnesse
moue a man pat 3eldep euery wist pat is his owen;
wherfore 3if pat on wernep pat oper and wole not
suffre to haue his rist whan it is asked or praied,

1. schulde men} S: men schulden 2. for God, p*] S:
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or bi moup, or bi signe, as many wommen don
pat ben schamefast to aske suche pinges, he or sche
pat wernep to pat oper pat biddep, dop synne. For
he dop hym or hire wrong of ping pat is his bi rist,
for pat on hap rist of pat operes body. But he pat
seldep pat he owep dop wel and ristfulliche whan
he dop it in pat entente, and deseruep panke of God,
for ristwisnesse dryuep hym per-to & not lecherie.
q Pe pridde caas is whan 2 man biddep of his wif
suche ping to kepe hire fro synne, and nameliche
whan he seep Ppat sche is so ful of schame Ppat sche
wolde neuere bidde here lord of suche ping, and
perfore dredep pat sche myst falle liztliche in synne
but he bede hire per-of. Who-so praiep in pat entente
and 3eldep his dette, he ne synnep not, but deseruep
grete panke of God, for rewpe mouep hym to do
pat. 9 In bes pre pinges is no synne in pe werke
of wedloke, but in opere caas mowe men or wommen
synne oper dedliche or venialliche, and specialliche
in pre caas. 9§ Pe first is whan men or wommen
wolnep noping in suche workes but onliche for delite
and likyng and lecherie, and in suche caas may a man
or a womman synne dedliche or venialliche. Venyal-
liche, whan pe delite passep not pe bondes of mariage,
pat is to seie whan Ppe delite is suget to rizt and
resoun, pat he pat dop Ppat ne wolde not do suche ping
but to his wif. 9 But whan pe delite and pe lecherie
is so grete in his wif pat resoun and rist is blent,
pat he wolde do as moche to hire peizh sche were not
his wif, in pat caas it is dedly synne. For suche
lecheries passen pe bondes of mariage. Wher-fore
God i1s ofte wrop wip suche folke and 3euep ofte
grete power to pe deuel to do hem scape, as men
reden of Sarre, Ragueles douster, pat was 3ong
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Tobies wif, and hadde y-had seuene hosebondes,
and alle weren slawen wip pe deuel pe first nyst pat
pet wolden ligge bi hire. Wherfore pe aungel seide
to Tobie he scholde haue hire to his wif. ‘And I schal
pe telle,” seid pe aungel, ‘in whiche men pat pe deuel
hap power ynne,”’—in hem pat putten God so oute of
here hertes and oute of here poustes pat pei entenden
to no ping but to here lecheries, as dop an hors or a
mule or an oper best, and perfore God bynemep hem
oper while fruyst pat p[ei] mowe haue none children.
T And 3it mowe men and wommen synne dedliche
in a-noper manere, pat is to seie whan pat on drawep
pat oper to do ping aszens kynde and in oper wise
pan kynde of man askep or lawe of mariage grauntep.
Suche folke synnen more greuousliche pan any of
pe oper to-fore seid, but pilke pat in here mariage
kepen pe drede of oure lord and [k]epen clenliche
here mariage as it is ordeyned and sette, suche folke
ben likyng to God. € Pe secunde caas wher men and
wommen synnen In mariage is whan a man gop
to his wif whan he scholde not, pat is whan sche is
seke, as wommen ben comuneliche. He pat ne sparep
not whan he wot pat his wif is in suche poynt synnep
gretliche, and God defendep pat a man come noujst
nyshe his wif in pat poynt for pe perel of pe children
pat comen bitwexe hem. For, as seynt lerome seip,
in pat tyme ben ofte begete pe maymed folk, Ppat is
pe blynde, pe halte and lame, and pe messeles.
Wherfore pe womman schal telle hire hosebonde pat
sche is in pat plyt, in pat staate, wherfore pat he
forbere hire to do any ping, and he is holde to suffre
hire. ¢ Also scholde folke spare of pe dedes of
wedloke in holy tymes, as at pe hise festes pat ben
solempne in holi chirche, for to be pe more besy and

2. slawen] A : scleyen, S : slain 5. pe telle] S : telle pe;
S om. pat 6. S: And pat is in hem 10. H:p, AS: pei
14. of man askep] S : askep of a mon 16, to-fore] S : bi fore
17. H: clepen, AS: kepen 20. is whan] S:is p* 22. S om. ne
27f. pat is pe blynde] A : pat is blynde, S : Pp[at] is to sevye
[pe] blynde 28. and lame] S : pe laame 30. S om. in pat staate,
wherfore  32. scholde folke] S : folk schulder 34.-p.249/1.
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entendaunt to serue God and praie goode praiers;
also in fastynge tymes pat ben in holi chirche scholde
alle men and wommen forbere suche pinges, not
for pe synne Pat it is to do suche ping in suche tyme
—in suche entent may a man do it—but operwhile
schal 2 man forbere ping pat he may do wip-oute
synne for to purchase of God pe bettre pat a man
wolde, as seynt Austen seip. ¢ Also in pe tyme pat
a womman lip in childebed scholde euery man kepe
hym from suche worke for schame & for perel pat
may come per-of. Men fynden in Ppe boke pat
spekep of kynde of bestes pat pe olifaunt wole neuere
touche pe femele after sche hap conceyued, and a
man schulde bi resoun be more attempre pan a
best, and perfore schulde he in suche tyme suffre,
not for pan I ne seie pat he synnep 3if he dop pat
dede bi goode cause in suche tyme, but per-of God
is iustice and mote be. € Pe pridde caas wher-ynne
men mowen greuousliche synne in mariage is in
holy places, as in holy chirche. For in holy places,
pat ben properliche ordeyned to serue God ynne
& praien ynne, ne scholde no wist do pe werk of
mariage for reuerence of God and of pe holi place,
and who-so ne kepep hym not to do suche dedes
in holi places, he synnep bi cause of pe place. For
suche ping may be synne in suche stede and suche
tymes Ppat is no synne elles-where. 9§ Dis is pe ferpe
staat of chastite.

E ferpe staate of chastite 1s of hem pat han ben
pin mariage and dep hap departed hem. He pat

is left in pe lif"schal kepe chastite as longe as
pei ben in widowhode. For pat 1s an staate pat seynt
Poule preisep moche, and seip to widowes p* good
is to kepe and holde pat estate, and 3if hem like not,

1. S: and to preie 3. S om. and wommen 4. S om. it
8. wolde, as] S : wolde desyren. As 9. S : eueri mon schulde
13. after sche] S: after pt heo 14f. S om. Pan a best 16.
I neseie] S:iseinot 25 A: bipe cause 28 staat of] S:
astat in  29. staate] S: astaat 32. pei ben} A: he is  33f.
good is] S: hit is good 34. hem like] S: men lyke
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