the discreet hand of the Lord, the first article that I wrote for the
Corriere on Sept. 3, 2003 was entitled “The new Catacombs
of Islamic Converts.” It was an investigation of recent Muslim
converts to Christianity in Italy who decry their profound spiritual
and human solitude in the face of absconding state institutions
that do not protect them and the silence of the Church itself.

Well, T hope that the Pope’s historical gesture and my testimony
will lead to the conviction that the moment has come to leave
the darkness of the catacombs and to publicly declare their desire
to be fully themselves. If in Italy, in our home, the cradle of
Catholicism, we are not prepared to guarantee complete religious
freedom to everyone, how can we ever be credible when we
denounce the violation of this freedom elsewhere in the world?
I pray to God that on this special Easter he give the gift of the
resurrection of the spirit to all the faithful in Christ who have until
now been subjugated by fear. Happy Easter to everyone.

Koranic Submission vs Christian Love

Certain characters, stories, and sayings from the Bible can be
found in the Koran, including the stories of Adam and Eve, Noah,
Abraham, Moses, Isaac and Ishmael, and Jesus. The Koran also
borrows passages from the Jewish Midrash, the Jewish Talmud,
and heretical texts written primarily by Gnostics during the second
and third centuries A.D., such as the Infancy Gospel of Thomas.
The Koran draws upon all these sources equally, but presents them
as though they were unique to the Koran. In fact, Mohammed’s
earliest detractors pointed out that the “prophecies” he uttered
and the stories he told were little more than his own retelling of
“fables of the ancients” from Christian and Jewish texts.

The Koran is self-defined as a “book of guidance sure to
those who fear Allah” (2:2), which will lead Muslims along “the
straight path” (1:6-7) toward obedience to Allah. In other words,
the purpose of the Koran is to bring men to obedience; salvation
is found in submission to the Koran’s teachings.

The Catholicfaith, on the other hand, emphasizes that salvation
is not found in absolute submission to a book’s teachings, butin a
loving relationship with God Himself in Christ: “For God so loved
the world, that he gave His only Son, so that he who believes in
Him might not perish, but have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16).
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"Freedom of Religious Choice"

JESus MOHAMMED
Birth Virgin born. Not virgin born.
Source of Received his calling Allegedly received
Ministry from God directly from an angel, in the
(Matt. 3:17), in darkness of a cave.
the daylight.
Reaction Went to the desert Cowered, was uncertain,
to battle Satan, and wanted to suicide
then began His (Quran 74:1-5).
ministry boldly
(MK 1:14-15).
Identity Claimed to be Claimed to be a man.

God (Jn 8:24; 8:58)

as well as a man,

and the Way, the Truth
and the Life (Jn 14:6).

Duration of Taught for 3% years Taught for more than

Ministry 20 years.

Fighting Never fought Fought repeatedly.
Killing Never killed anyone.  Killed many.

Life Had the power to take  Had the power to take

life but never did. He
restored it. No one
ever died in His
presence.

Never married.
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life, but he never
restored it. Many
died in his presence:
he killed them.

Had over 20 wives;
even married a 9-year-
old girl.
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Women

Slaves

Miracles

Sin

Prophecy

Sacrifice

Death

JESUS

Spoke well of women.

Owned no slaves.

Performed many:
e.g. healing the sick,
calming a storm with
a command, raising

people from the dead...

Never sinned
(1Peter 2:22).

Fulfilled every biblical
prophecy about the
Messiah.

Voluntarily laid down
His life for others.

Died and rose from
the dead.

MOHAMMED

Said women were half
as smart as men (Hadith,
3:826: 2:541), that the
majority in Hell would
be women (Had, 1:28,
301, 2:161; 7:124), and
that women could be
mortgaged.

Owned slaves.

Only alleged miracle
was the Quran.

A sinner
(Quran 40:55; 48:1-2).

Did not fulfil any
biblical prophecy
except the ones about
false teachers

(Matt. 24:24).

Saved his own life
many times and had
others killed.

Died and stayed dead.

"T will stand with the Muslims should the
political winds shift in an ugly direction."

- Barack Hussein Obama, Audacity of Hope.
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