
DRAFT OF A DOGMATIC CONSTITUTION
ON THE CHURCH

CHAPTER I

THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH MILITANT

1. Prologue: The Plan of God the Father.

After the human race had, through the sin of the first parent, Adam, wretchedly fallen
from the state of original justice, the eternal Father of the only-begotten Son, in the utterly free
and secret plan of his wisdom, determined to redeem it through the death of his incarnate Son
and to bring it into his Kingdom.1 Thus, when the fullness of time had come,2 he sent his Son,
who, by offering himself through the Holy Spirit as a spotless victim to God,3 would cleanse a
people acceptable to himself.4 For it pleased the Father that the redeemed, especially in the new
and eternal covenant, would not stand before him to be sanctified simply as individuals,
unrelated and unconnected, but rather that, called from among the many, they should constitute a
new chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, the new Israel,5 under one Head, Jesus Christ,
by whose power all would together be not only redeemed, but, by perpetuating the saving work
of Christ, redeemers.6

2. The Son's Fulfilment of the Father's Plan.

When, therefore, the only Son of God, born of a woman, dwelt among us,7 constituted as
the new Adam, head of the whole human race, he obeyed his Father's will.8 He discharged for us
the tasks of Teacher,9 Priest,10 and King,11 and in many ways he sanctifies and wisely governs the
People of God12 towards salvation, not only by himself but also by overseers chosen by himself.
For he appointed such overseers among his people and endowed them with the offices of
preacher, priest and king, to be exercised under Peter, saying, "All power has been given to me
in heaven and on earth. Going therefore teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold I am with you all days even to the consummation of the world"
(Mt 28:l8-20); and, "Going into the whole world, preach the Gospel to every creature. Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe will be condemned" (Mk
l6:15-16).

This new people of God, therefore, which the Apostle Paul called the Israel of God,13

does not advance like a disorderly mob, but like a disciplined army nourished by spiritual food
and drinking from the spiritual rock that follows them;14 victoriously opposing the gates of hell15

and the snares of the devil, one and unique in spirit and in love, it will endure till the end of the
world in unity of faith, in the communion of the sacraments, and in apostolicity of government.

3. The Nature of the Israel of God as Expressed in the Word "Church" and in Various Figures.

Just as Moses called the Israel according to the flesh,16 which wandered about in the
desert, "the Church of God",17 so also did Christ proclaim the Israel of God, which marches
forward in this world in pursuit of the lasting city that is to come,18 to be "the Church;" indeed he



declared it to be his Church,19 not only because he acquired her by his own blood,20 but also
because he carefully endowed her with the means necessary for its purpose and built her upon
Peter21 and upon his successors, in whom Peter would live on with his perpetual authority.

In order more clearly and more definitely to reveal the character and nature of his
Church, Christ, either by himself or through the Apostles, represented her in various images and
called her by various names by which her social and mystical aspects are particularly described.
Thus what is proclaimed to be God’s kingdom,22 house,23 and temple24 is also declared to be a
flock or a sheepfold,25 the Bride of Christ,26 the pillar and ground of truth.27

4. The Figure of the Body of Christ.

But of all the figures, because it more clearly expresses the social element along with the
mystical, the principal one is the figure of the body which, at Christ's inspiration,28 Paul used:
"And he is the Head of the Body of the Church" (Col 1:18); "which is his Body and the fulness
of him who fills all in all" (Eph 1:23). For all those who have entered the Church through
baptism29 and have put on Christ in the communion of the saints,30 since they share in the one
eucharistic bread, are made perfect31 in the unity of the one Body: "Because there is one bread,
we, though many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread" (1 Cor 10:17). 

5. Explanation of the Figure of the Body.

By the very fact that she is a body, the Church is seen by the eyes, something suggested
by other images as well. It is, moreover, a structure of many members, not, of course, all equal,32

since some members are subordinate to others and since there are in the Church clergy and laity,
superiors and subjects, teachers and pupils, and different states too, over all of which Christ the
Head is superior in position, perfection and power.

In this structured body of members, besides the connection deriving from social,
juridical, and ministerial bonds, there is also another connection that is completed by the
growth,33 the acts,34 and sufferings35 of the members. Indeed, it is that very conformity of nature
and of life which the Lord illustrated when he compared himself to a vine and us to branches: "I
am the vine and you the branches; whoever remains in me and I in him bears fruit, for without
me you can do nothing" (Jn 15:5).

As Christ is the Body's Head, so also the Holy Spirit, dwelling in the Head and in the
members,36 is its Soul. Since the Spirit is one, he establishes and maintains the whole Body in
unity;37 and to all the members, in accordance with the measure of Christ's giving,38 he
distributes grace and gifts and confers charisms.39 For this reason, the Church is said to be in
Christ Jesus one person, a mystical person, of course: "For you are all one [person] in Christ
Jesus" (Gal 3:28).

In the body, however, not all members flourish in holiness, for within it there are sick
members, who, though without grace and charity, are joined to Christ the Head at least by the
virtue of faith.40 The sins of such members do indeed offend the Church but they do no injury to
her essential holiness; for the Church is holy principally because, as Christ's Bride, since she has
been established in holiness,41 she gives birth unto holiness to her members, she is never without
members outstanding in holiness,42 and, furthermore, she not only curbs the sins of her members
but also by her ministry restores her sick members to their original and, at times, to a richer
holiness. For the Church is a devoted Mother, who not only conceives her members by the



1. See Col 1:13.

2. See Gal 4:4.

3. See Hb 9:14.

4. See Tit 2:14.

5. See 1 Pet 2:9 and Gal 6:16.

6. See Clement of Alexandria, Strom. 7,2; Pius XII, Enc. Mystici Corporis, AAS, 35 (1943), 221.

7. See Gal 4:4.

preaching of the word and gives them birth in baptism, but also feeds them with the food of
saving truth and of the sacraments and every day unites them more closely to the divine life. 

6. The Church Society is the Mystical Body of Christ.

Since the Holy Spirit bestows on the Church, in the various offices and ministries, many
charisms corresponding to her social character and to her divine mission, so that those who are
endowed with them may, as God's helpers,43 work along with him to build up the Body of
Christ,44 it is false to say that the hierarchical Church, the Church of law, really differs from the
charismatic Church, or the so-called Church of love. For that reason, the Church society and the
Mystical Body of Christ are not two realities, but only one, which presents both a human and a
divine aspect, and which, therefore, by no slight analogy, is compared to the mystery of the
Incarnate Word.45

For as in the Incarnate Word the human nature served as a living instrument of his divine
nature for our and the whole world's salvation, and continues so to serve in heaven, so the
Church society is equipped with the charisms of preacher, priest and king so that she might serve
the Spirit of Christ in the building up of Christ's Body; for these charisms, no less than others
given by the Spirit, are to be exercised as a service and ministry of truth and love, so that the
salvation gained by Christ as well as all the benefits that derive from it might be spread to all
men and to all ages.46

7. The Catholic Roman Church is the Mystical Body of Christ.

The holy Synod teaches and solemnly professes, therefore, that there is only a single true
Church of Jesus Christ, that Church which in the Creed we proclaim to be one, holy, catholic and
apostolic,47 the Church which the Savior acquired for himself on the cross48 and joined to himself
as body to head and as bride to bridegroom, the Church which, after his resurrection, he handed
over to be governed to St. Peter and his successors, the Roman Pontiffs.49 Therefore, only the
Catholic Roman is rightly called the Church.50
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