Potestas ejus, potestas aeterna, quae non auferetur : Et regnum ejus, quod non corrumpetur.
His power is an everlasting power, which shall not be taken away ; and His kingdom a kingdom that shall not be destroyed.
This verse that we have just sung, dear brethren, in the Alleluia of this mass for the feast of Christ the King comes from the book of the prophet Daniel. Listen to the whole passage, which is one of the most important and the most mysterious in the whole Old Testament. Daniel says :
I beheld till thrones were placed, and the Ancient of days sat : his garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like clean wool : his throne like flames of fire : the wheels of it like a burning fire. 
A swift stream of fire issued forth from before him : thousands of thousands ministered to him, and ten thousand times a hundred thousand stood before him : the judgment sat, and the books were opened.…
I beheld … and lo, one like the son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and he came even to the Ancient of days ; and they presented him before him.
And he gave him power, and glory, and a kingdom : and all peoples, tribes and tongues shall serve him ; his power is an everlasting power that shall not be taken away : and his kingdom (a kingdom) that shall not be destroyed. (Dan. 7 : 9-10, 13-14)
 
Yes, dear brethren, in spite of what everyone is saying today, even in the Catholic Church, about the kingdom of Christ being outdated now, and how in our times we must find other political solutions to the world’s problems by diplomacy and ecumenism etc. — in spite of all that talk we can be absolutely sure, there can be no doubt in our minds about it : Jesus Christ is still king, and will be king forever for God said it : 
His power is an everlasting power, which shall not be taken away ; and His kingdom a kingdom that shall not be destroyed.
The angel Gabriel, speaking in the name of God said the same thing to the Blessed Virgin Mary the day of the Annunciation :
… the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of David his father ; and he shall reign in the house of Jacob for ever. And of his kingom there shall be no end. (Lk. 1 : 32-33)
 
But this eternal royalty of our Lord Jesus Christ is not just the effect of a decree of the sovereign will of God, although it is certainly that, as we have just seen so clearly. This royalty belongs to Him for very profound reasons which are rooted in the very nature of man and indissolubly linked with everything that Jesus Christ is for man. This is why the royalty of Christ has to be eternal : man needs a king, and the only man who can really fulfill this function is our Lord Jesus Christ.
We can see that by simply meditating a moment on the title fixed by Pilate over the head of Jesus on the cross which said : JESUS OF NAZARETH, KING OF THE JEWS written in Latin, Greek and Hebrew. The Fathers of the Church have seen in this title in three languages the symbol of the universality of the kingdom of Christ and, at the same time, a summary of the titles of His power over men. The reason why man needs a king, in fact, is because he needs someone to direct him to his end, to his goal in life, and we can distinguish a triple end for man that corresponds to these three languages and show that Christ alone can direct man to these three ends.
First of all, in the social order, man must tend towards peace, which is the perfection of the social order : to this corresponds the title written in Latin, for Latin was the language of political administration.
Secondly, in the intellectual order, man must tend towards the truth, which is a second end that is higher and more important than the first. To this end corresponds the title in Greek, which has always been the language of philosophical wisdom.
Thirdly, in the spiritual order, in the order of grace, man must tend towards the possession of God, which is the third and most important aspect of his triple end, to which corresponds the titile in Hebrew, the language of the revelation of God.
Thus Jesus Christ is the king of the world, for it is He that must lead man to his political end, which is peace ;
He is the king of our intelligences, because He must lead us to the truth ;
And He is king of our hearts, for He must lead us to our ultimate happiness, which consists in the eternal life of love with God in the Most Blessed Trinity.
 
Let us see then how it is that only Jesus Christ can lead men to the attainment of these three ends and why, therefore, He alone can and must reign over men right until the end of the world.
 
Christ must be king of the world, first of all. Pope Pius XI, at the very beginning of his encyclical Quas primas, by which he instituted this feast of Christ the King, writes :
The deluge of evils from which the modern world suffers comes from the fact that the greater part of men have banished from their lives Jesus Christ and His law — from their family lives and from their political lives — …No lasting peace will be possible as long as men and nations refuse to recognize the sovereignty of Jesus Christ.
How clear and sweet do these words sound in our ears, especially when we compare them to what we hear from the authorites in Rome today, who say the opposite, who say that it is no longer possible for Jesus Christ to reign in society and so we must rather look for peace in ecumenism, in meetings like the one Pope John Paul II held in Assisi where he reunited the heads of all the world religions to pray for peace, each one to their own God. This idea, which Archbishop Lefebvre called « an abomination », formally contradicts the teaching of Pius XI here in this encyclical and the whole tradition of the Catholic Church which says : 
No lasting peace will be possible as long as men and nations refuse to recognize the sovereignty of Jesus Christ.
The reason for this is simple. Peace can only come from justice, for peace, as St. Augustine says, is the tranquility that comes from order (Pax est tranquillitas ordinis), and order comes from the virtue of justice, by which men give to each other and God their due. This virtue, however, and all the other moral virtues that are connected with it, can only come to men, wounded as they are by original sin, from the grace of God and this grace come only through Jesus Christ. That is why all talk about world peace that leaves our Lord out of the picture is a lie and doomed to failure : as history as proved, and is still proving every day, by all the terrible wars the world has seen since it turned its back on Him. What the pope says is absolutely true :
No lasting peace will be possible as long as men and nations refuse to recognize the sovereignty of Jesus Christ.
 
Secondly, Christ must also be king of our intelligences, for it is He alone who can lead men to the knowledge of the truth. It is true that human reason is capable, in principle, of coming to the knowledge of truth on its own, even some truth concerning God, in particular His existence and His attributes. However in practice, it is obvious that in fact, if they are left to themselves, men fall into error and wander far from the truth, especially from the most important truth, the truth about God. Most of them have neither the time nor the capacity nor even the desire to search for the truth — and those who do end up at opinions which are all different and most often even contradictory. Moreover, the ones who succeed best at discovering the truth are the first to confess their insufficiency. Socrates, for example, taught that the mark of a wise man was precisely the fact that he admitted that he was ignorant. And Aristotle, no doubt the greatest of all the pagan philosophers, concluded his discourse on the contemplation of these truths saying : « And now may a God come and teach us more ! »
And that is just what happened. In order to help men know certainly the plenitude of the truth, God sent His Son, the Word, who is not only a messenger of the truth, but the Truth itself, in person. It is He and He alone who can lead men to the truth, He alone can be our teacher. Refuse His teaching, under the pretext of guarding the autonomy of one's reason, is to condemn oneself to darkness, to the death of one's intelligence, whose very life is the light of truth.
 
Finally, Christ is the king of our hearts, it is He alone who must lead men to love the only true good, which is God, and thus make them attain happiness. For if it is necessary for the human intelligence to have a guide in order to conduct it to the truth, it is still much more necessary for the human heart to be governed by a sure hand if it is ever to attain God Who is its true happiness. This is what we say in one of the prayers in the liturgy during Lent : nutantia corda tu dirigas (O Lord, direct our tottering hearts). If God doesn't guide them, our hearts will surely totter on the road towards true happiness : we absolutely need His help.
Those among you who have children know very well how necessary it is for the human heart to have a firm hand that turns it away from evil and leads it towards good. That is what the whole very difficult but extremely important task of the education of your children is all about. If left to themselves, the great majority of men will not become virtuous — and even the small number of those who would like to try will find themselves hindered, and practically impeded, in their efforts to be good by those who surround them. Men, just like children, need a father to guide them, encourage them and, when necessary, punish them in order to make them grow in virtue and to educate their hearts in the love of the one true good, in the love of God.
Who else can do that but our Lord Jesus Christ ? In order to love God we must know Him : and not only by the abstract and remote knowledge of the philosophers. To love God we must know His heart, His interior life — and no one can make us know that except His only Beloved Son, as St. John says :
No man hath seen God at any time : the only begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. (Jn 1 : 18)
There is no one else, then, who can make us love God, our true good, except « the only begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father ». It is by looking on Jesus Christ « who is in the bosom of the Father » that we will know the love of God for us and thus be able to respond to it by giving Him our hearts in return.
 
Jesus Christ, then, is king of all men for these three reasons. He is king of the world, because He alone can bring it peace, through the justice He gives men by His grace. He is king of our intelligences, because He alone can bring us fully to know the truth because He is the Truth. And finally, He is king of our hearts because He alone can make us love God Who is all our happiness.
Of these three titles of our Lord to His kingship, it is obviously this last one that is the most important, for this love of men is the only thing that really interests God in this whole physical universe He created for them. It was in order to win this love that He sent His Son and this Son accomplished His mission perfectly. As Pius XI says again in his encyclical Quas primas :
No one in the history of the human race as ever been loved, or ever will be loved, like Jesus Christ.
A French Benedictine of the last century, Dom Monléon, at the end of his book on Christ the King, writes a magnificent passage about this, with which we can conclude :
By this incredible abnegation (of His death on the Cross) He obtained what He was looking for. He had said to His disciples : « When I shall be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all things to Myself ». This prophecy has been fully realized. From the height of His gibbet, He began to exercise upon all humanity an extraordinary attraction. 
« Lord, said the Pharisees to Pilate, in order to obtain from him the body of their victim, we recall that this seducer affirmed, while He was living, etc. » 
« This seducer »… Ah, yes, they didn't realize how truly they spoke ! Who, indeed, has ever exercised upon the world a seductive power comparable to that of Jesus Christ ? Who has known how to charm men (as He has) to the point of making them leave everything, despise everything, in order to follow him ?
For Him the Apostles and the disciples, by thousands, have left their homes, their parents ; have crossed the seas and run towards death. For Him the deserts have been peopled with hermits… For Him senators have become slaves, kings have become monks, mothers have abandoned their children ; for Him innumerous multitudes of martyrs have endured the most cruel torments and confronted joyously death under all its forms… For Him the young girls of the highest nobility at Rome, the flower of ancient civilization, renounced the luxurious life that opened before them… and braved persecution, running to their torture as if to their wedding…
This attraction continues down through the centuries, all generations pay their tribute to this love. The cross, always there, upright, makes its silent call heard : there doesn't pass a single year, a single month, a single day that doesn't see, as at the time of the Apostles, men, women, young men and girls leave everything they hold most dear on earth in order to go away, one behind the walls of a cloister, the other on the other side of the oceans, in order to follow Jesus Christ.
And besides all these examples of absolute renouncement, the immense multitude of Christians never cease to give to the divine Master proofs of their affection : no human intelligence could ever count each day the number of alms given, poor who are comforted, sick assisted, sacrifices accomplished, sufferings accepted, offences pardoned for the love of Jesus Christ.
It is for this reason that He merits to be called the King of all hearts… By the splendour of the divine perfections that shine in His person, by the elevation of His doctrine, by the sweetness and humility of His life, by the generosity of His sacrifice, He has forced the heart of man ; He has constrained this hard perverse heart to give in and let itself be enchained. « Thou hast seduced me, Lord, said already the Prophet Jeremias, and I was taken ; thou has been stronger than I, and thou hast won ».
Let us ask the Blessed Virgin, dear brethren, to help us let ourselves be vanquished too by this love and unite ourselves with all our hearts to this vast multitude of men who have followed Christ the King.
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