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TERTIUS ORDO PENITENTIAE LETTER Nº 18
                                                                                                                                  April 7, 2019
                                                                                                                                                                    Passion Sunday
Dear Tertiaries and Aspirants,
In order to prepare you for the climax of the liturgical year which is Holy Week, I am sending you a translation of Pope Saint Leo the Great’s first sermon on the Passion. This is only the first of nineteen sermons he composed on this theme, so don’t hesitate to go and find some of the others to help you enter into the spirit of this most important time.
It is, in fact, a special characteristic of the Dominican liturgy during the Sacrum Triduum that during Matins we read every day from these sermons of Saint Leo, whereas in the Roman rite the readings are from various other authors as well. The reason for this is no doubt the doctrinal profundity and preciseness displayed by this great Pope and Doctor of the Church in his treatment of this mystery of mysteries, which is the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ. It is true that it requires a certain effort to follow him at times in his long Latin phrases (which I have had to abbreviate at times to avoid discouraging you too much) but it is more than worth all the effort. The central mysteries of our holy religion are all found treated here together and the perfect harmony between them is manifested : original sin, Redemption, the Incarnation, the Holy Trinity are all evoked and shown in their intimate relation. One cannot deny that Pope Saint Leo has, in the measure possible to human frailty, truly attained the purpose he announces at the beginning of “understanding the depths of what the account of the Passion has recounted”.
May this reading help you all to enter into these depths during these holy days that are about to begin.
                                                                                                                                  In Sancto Patre Dominico
                                                                                                                                  Father Albert
 
 
P.S. We attach to this letter a further section of the commentary of the Third Order Rule by Fr. Lussuia. We thank Sister Mary Reginald of Saint Mary’s Kansas for her persevering toil in translating this commentary from French.
NEWS
 
In our last letter we failed to mention the reception into the novitiate of Peter Mackin and his wife Janice under the names of Martin Mary and Mary Thomas. The ceremony took place on October 27th in Glasgow, Scotland.
 
On Christmas Eve, at Saint Anthony’s church in Mount Holly, North Carolina, another couple, Adam and Andrea Austin entered the novitiate and received the names : Thomas Aquinas and Mary Pia.
 
It is encouraging to see these Catholic spouses choosing together this very efficacious means of sanctification which is the Third Order, thus striving to attain one of the most important ends of marriage, which is the mutual sanctification of the spouses. May Saint Dominic bless them and inspire many more couples to imitate them.
 
Speaking of Catholic families, Br. Albert Provost informs us that his wife gave birth to a girl on January 11th who was promptly baptized two days later and received the name of Catherine, in honour of the Patroness of the Third Order of Saint Dominic. This little girl is certainly off to a good start !
 
March 2nd, Matthew Plese made his perpetual profession of the Rule of the Third Order of Saint Dominic in Houston, Texas, where he came to give a talk at a conference sponsored by the Fatima Center, at which I also participated. May all the saints of the Order help him to keep until death this Rule he has professed and to continue his work to spread the light of the faith in the ever-deepening darkness of this world.
 
POPE SAINT LEO THE GREAT
FIRST HOMILY  ON THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 1 
I. The mystery of the Lord’s Passion, dearly beloved, which the Lord Jesus, Son of God, underwent for the salvation of the human race and, as He promised, drew all things to Himself, has been displayed so clearly and lucidly by the words of the Gospel that, for religious and pious hearts, to hear what has been read is nothing short of seeing what happened. Thus, since the sacred narrative possesses an indubitable authority, what we must strive to do, with the Lord’s help, is understand the depths of what this account has told us. For after that first and universal ruin of man’s prevarication, because of which “as by one man sin entered into this world, and by sin death, so death passed upon all men, in whom all have sinned” (Rm V : 12), no one has escaped the dark domination of the devil and the chains of a dreadful captivity ; neither would there be open to anyone reconciliation unto pardon or return to life, unless the Son of God, coeternal and coequal to God the Father, had deigned also to be the son of man, coming “to seek and to save what had been lost” (Lk XIX : 10), so that just as death came by Adam, so life and resurrection might come through Our Lord Jesus Christ (I Cor XV : 22). (...)
II. Thus now, dearly beloved, in the whole narrative of the Lord’s Passion, let us not consider His human infirmity as if we imagined that the divine power was absent from it : nor must we think of the Only Begotten’s nature, coeternal and equal to the Father, in such a way that we believe not to be true those things which seem unworthy of the Godhead. Both of the natures are entirely one Christ : neither is the Word separated there from the man, nor is the man disassociated from the Word. Humility was not here unfitting, for by it the majesty has not been diminished. Nothing that had to be inflicted on the passible nature did any harm to the inviolable nature ; and the whole mystery, which both the humanity and the Deity consummated together, was a dispensation of mercy and a work of piety. For we were held bound by such chains that we could not be freed except by this work. Therefore the lowering of the Divinity has become our exaltation. We are redeemed at such a price, we are cured at such a cost. For what return could there have been from sin to justice, from misery to beatitude, if the just one had not bent down to sinners and the blessed one to those in misery ?
III. Therefore, dearly beloved, we must not be ashamed of the cross of Christ, which is a result of the power of the divine plan, not of the condition of sin. For although the Lord Jesus truly suffered by our infirmity, and truly died, nevertheless He did not so abstain from His glory that He did not exercise any of His divine operations even in the midst of the humiliations of His passion. The wicked Judas, no longer veiled in sheep’s clothing but already become manifest by his wolf-like furor, began the execution of his crime by a sign of peace, and gave the signal of his betrayal by a kiss more cruel than any spear. But the furious crowd which had come together with the armed soldiers to capture the Lord, in the middle of the torches and the lanterns, were blinded by their darkness and did not recognize the true light. And so the Lord, who had chosen to await this crowd rather than escape, as John the evangelist attests, not having yet been found, asked whom they were looking for : and when they said they were looking for Jesus, He said : I am He.
These words, like a bolt of lightning, struck down and prostrated that armed band composed of ferocious beasts, so that all these savage, menacing, terrible men fell down backwards. What now had become of their cruel conspiration ? Where was their burning anger ? where their armed band ? The Lord says “I am He” : and at the sound of His voice the mob of criminals falls prostrate. What then will His majesty do when it comes to judge, whose humility did this when it was judged ?
IV. Nevertheless, the Lord, knowing what was more fitting for the mystery that He had accepted, did not continue on in this power, but permitted His persecutors to recover the faculty of executing the plan of their crime. For if He had not wished to be held, He would certainly not have been held. But who among men could have been saved, if He had not let Himself be taken ? Thus also Saint Peter, who cleaved to the Lord with a more animated constancy, and burned with the fervor of holy charity against the violent attackers, wielded his sword against the servant of the high priests and cut of the ear of this man who was the most ferocious assailant. But the Lord does not suffer this sally of the zealous apostle to go any further : He commands that the sword be put back in its sheath, and does not permit Himself to be defended against these wicked men by force and by the sword. For it would have been contrary to the mystery of our redemption, if He who had come to die for all had not willed to be taken. : lest by the delay of the triumph of the glorious Cross, the domination of the devil be prolonged and the captivity of man continue. So He gives to the furious the permission to exercise their cruelty, but nevertheless the Divinity does not disdain to show itself even to such men as these. The hand of Christ recalls to its place in the dishonoured head the ear of the servant, already dead from its wound and alien to any connection to a living body. He Himself restores it who had formed it : and the flesh was not slow to follow the command of  Him of whom it was itself the creation.
V. These works, therefore, have divine power. But that the Lord of majesty restrained His might and allowed the violence of His persecutors against Him, comes from that will by which He loved us and delivered Himself up for us (Eph. V : 2), with the cooperation of the Father who spared not even His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all (Rom VIII : 32). For the will of the Father and the Son is one, just as the Divinity is one. For the result of this disposition, we owe no thanks to you, O Jews, nor to you, Judas. Indeed, your wickedness, when you didn’t wish it, was useful for our salvation and through you has happened whatever the hand and counsel of God permitted (Act. IV : 28). Therefore, the death of Christ frees us, and accuses you. Rightly it is that you alone do not have what you wished to perish for everyone. And nonetheless, the goodness of our Redeemer is such, that you as well can obtain pardon, if, confessing Christ, the Son of God, you abandon that patricidal malice. For the Lord did not pray in vain on the cross, saying : Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do (Lk XXIII : 34). This remedy would not have passed even you by, O Judas, if you had had recourse to that penance to which Christ called you and not to that which prompted you to hang yourself. For saying : I have sinned in betraying innocent blood, you persisted in the perfidy of your wickedness : because in the final trials of your death you believed Christ to be not God the Son of God, but just a man like us, He whose mercy you would have inclined towards you, had you not denied His omnipotence.
1 – PL 54, 0314-0316.
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