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TERTIUS ORDO PENITENTIAE LETTER Nº 30
                                                                                                                                                  March 25, 2022
                                                                                                  Annunciation of Blessed Virgin Mary
                                                                                                
Dear Tertiaries and Aspirants,
On this feast of the Annunciation of Our Lady Pope Francis, in union with the bishops all over the world, consecrated Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. It is true that this act of consecration was somewhat obscured by extraneous additions and a style that is redolent more of the world than the Catholic faith, but it seems, at least, that the essential words in the act responded to what Our Lady asked for at Fatima. For on June 13, 1929 she said to Sister Lucy :
“The moment has come in which God asks the Holy Father, in union with all the Bishops of the world, to make the consecration of Russia to my Immaculate Heart, promising to save it by this means.” 1
Time will tell in what measure this consecration fulfilled Our Lady’s request, but we can certainly hope for many blessings as a result of it, for even if it did not comply perfectly with what Our Lady asked, it certainly went farther than the consecrations made by previous popes. Even those consecrations were followed by great blessings : the end of the Second World War and the fall of Communism (at least to some degree...) : so we can rightly hope that this one will bring down on the world many graces too and perhaps even the conversion of Russia which Our Lady promised.
To aid you in the meditation of the great feast on the occasion of which this consecration was made, we offer you the final paragraphs of the fourth and last of Saint Bernard’s incomparable sermons on the Annunciation.
                                                                                                                                In Sancto Patre Dominico
                                                                                                                                                  Father Albert
OUR LADY’S ANNUNCIATION 2 
 
3. First she was prudently silent, when, still hesitating, she asked herself what manner of greeting this might be, preferring rather very humbly not to respond than temerariously speak when she did not understand. But now strengthened and having thought things out, by the intermediary of the angel speaking exteriorly but also of God persuading her interiorly (for the Lord was with her, as the angel said) : thus, therefore, confirmed, faith conquering her fear and gladness her timidity, she says to the angel : "How shall this be since I know not man ?" She did not doubt about the fact but inquired about its manner and order. For she did not ask whether this would be but how. (...)
4. He says : “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee.” What does that mean : “and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee” ? Let him who can understand, understand. For who, except perhaps she who alone merited most happily to experience it, who could understand with the intellect and discern with their reason, how that inaccessible splendour infused itself into her virginal womb and how, so that she could bear the approach of the inaccessible, He made an umbrella out of the little portion of the same animated body to which He had united Himself ? And this is perhaps especially why it is said “He shall overshadow thee”, because it was something very mysterious, and what the Trinity alone by itself, in and with the Virgin alone, willed to perform, to him alone is given to be known to whom alone it is given to experience.
5. Thus it is said “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee” who will render you fruitful by His power. “And the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee”, that is to say, the manner by which you will conceive by the Holy Ghost, Christ, the power of God and the Wisdom of God, will cover and hide in His most secret plan, in such a way that it will be known only to Himself and to you. It is as if the angel responded to the Virgin : “Why do you inquire of me what you will presently experience ? You will know, you will know, you will happily know, but by the teaching of Him who is also its author. For I have been sent to announce the virginal conception not to create it. And neither can it be taught except by Him who gives it : nor can it be learned except by her who receives it.” And therefore also the Holy One which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” That is to say, “Since it is not of man, but of the Holy Ghost, that you conceive, and since you conceive the Power of the Most High, that is, the Son of God, “therefore what is born of thee is holy, and shall be called the Son of God”, that is to say, not only He who, coming from the bosom of the Father into your womb, will overshadow you, but also that which, from your substance, He will unite to Himself, will from now on be called the Son of God, just as also He who is begotten before the ages by the Father will from now on also be called your son. Thus, then, what is born of the Father Himself will be yours, and what will be born of you will be His ; in such a way, nevertheless, that there not be two sons but one. And although, it is true that what is from you is other than what is from Him, nevertheless from now on it will not be the son only of each but there will be one son of both.
 
6. “And behold thy cousin Elizabeth, she also hath conceived a son in her old age.” Why was it necessary to make known this event to the Blessed Virgin ? Had she been doubtful or incredulous of the angel s words  in such a way that she wanted to be confirmed by a new miracle ? Far from it. We read that the hesitation of Zachary was punished by this same angel, but we do not read that Mary received the least blame ; on the contrary, we know that her faith was praised by Elizabeth : “Blessed art thou that hast believed, because those things shall be accomplished that were spoken to thee by the Lord.” Her cousin’s conception was announced to Mary that, miracle being added to miracle, joy might be heaped upon joy. For it was needful that no ordinary prevenient joy and burning love should take possession of her who, with the joy of the Holy Ghost, was soon to conceive the Son of the Father’s love. A most glad and most generous heart was alone capable of containing so exuberant an influx of sweetness and delight. (...) 
 
8. You have heard, O Virgin, the announcement of the great mystery ; the means designed for its fulfilment have been unfolded to you, each wondrous, each replete with joy. “Rejoice, O daughter of Sion, and exult exceedingly, O virgin daughter of Jerusalem.” And because to you has been given joy and gladness, allow us to hear from your lips the answer and the good tidings which we desire, that the bones that have been humbled may rejoice. You have heard the fact, and have believed ; believe also in the means which have been explained to you. You have heard that you are to conceive and bring forth a Son, and that it will not be through the power of man, but by the virtue of the Holy Ghost. The angel awaits your reply, for it is time that he should return to God, Who sent him. We, too, are waiting, O Lady, for a word of mercy we, upon whom the sentence of condemnation weighs miserably. And behold, the price of our salvation is offered to you ; if you consent, we shall at once be delivered. By the Eternal Word of God we were all created, and behold we die : by your brief answer we shall be refreshed and recalled to life. Adam,  a weeping exile from Paradise, with all his race implores it of you. Abraham entreats you, David beseeches you. This is the object of the burning desires of the holy fathers, of your fathers, who are still dwelling in the region of the shades of death. Behold the entire human race prostrate at your feet in expectation. And rightly, for on your word depend the consolation of the wretched, the redemption of the captive, the freedom of the condemned, the salvation of your entire race, of all the children of Adam. Hasten, then, O Virgin, to give your answer ; hasten, O Lady, to speak the word so longed for by all on earth, in limbo, and in heaven. Yea, the King and Lord of all things, Who has greatly desired your beauty, desires as eagerly your word of consent, by which He has purposed to save the world. He whom you have pleased by your silence will now be more gratified by your reply, since He Himself calls to you from heaven : “O most beautiful among women, give me to hear your voice.” If, therefore, you let Him hear your voice, He will Himself will make you see our salvation. And is not this what you have sought for, what you have prayed for night and day with sighs and tears ? What then ? Are you the one to whom this has been promised, or “look we for another “? Yes, you indeed are the one and no other. You, I say, are the promised virgin, the expected virgin, the much-longed-for virgin, from whom your holy father Jacob, when about to die, hoped eternal life, when he said : “I will look for thy salvation, O Lord.” You, O Mary, are that virgin in whom and by whom God Himself, our King before all ages, determined to operate our salvation in the midst of the earth. Why do you hope to receive from another what is offered to you, why do you await through another what will soon be manifested through yourself, if you but yield your consent and respond the word ? Respond, then, quickly to the angel, rather through the angel to the Lord. Respond the word, and receive the Word. Utter your word and conceive the Divine Word. Speak the word that is transitory, and embrace the Word that is everlasting. Why do you delay ? Why are you fearful ? Believe, confess and receive. Let humility put on courage, and timidity confidence. It is certainly by no means fitting now that virginal simplicity should forget prudence. In this one case, O prudent Virgin, fear not presumption, because, though modesty shines forth in silence, now mercy is more necessary in speaking. Open, Blessed Virgin, your heart to faith, your lips to speech, your womb to your Creator. Behold, the desired of all nations stands outside and knocks at the gate. Oh, suppose He were to pass by while you delay and you would begin again with sorrow to seek Him whom your soul loveth ! Arise, run, open ! Arise by faith, run by devotion, open by speech..
 
9. “Behold the hand maid of the Lord, may it be done unto me according to thy word.” Humility is ever the close companion of Divine grace, for “God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.” She answers humbly, therefore, that the throne of grace may be prepared. “Behold”, she says, “the handmaid of the Lord.” She is chosen  to be the Mother of God, and she calls herself His handmaid. Truly, it is no small sign of humility not to forget it when offered such great glory. It is no great perfection to be humble in abjection ; but it is great and rare virtue to preserve humility in the midst of honours.
 
1 – The Whole Truth about Fatima, t. II, p. 198.

2 —Sermon Missus est, IV, n. 3-8.
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