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I. N A T U R E  O F  T H IS  IN S TR U C T IO N

1 . A m ong  the  S econd  V atican E cum en ica l C ounc il's prim ary  ach ievem ents  

m ust be  counted  the  C onstitu tion  on  the  L itu rgy , s ince  it regu la tes the  m ost 

exa lted sphere  o f the  C hurch 's  activ ity . T he  docum en t w ill have  ever riche r 

e ffec ts  as pasto rs  and  fa ith fu l a like  deepen the ir unders tand ing  o f its  genu ine  

sp irit and  w ith  good  w ill pu t it in to  prac tice .

2 . T he Consilium, w h ich P ope  P au l V I estab lished  by  the Motu Proprio Sacram 

Liturgiam, has prom ptly  taken  up  its  tw o  appo in ted  tasks : to  ca rry  ou t the  

d irec tives  o f the  C onstitu tion  and  o f Sacram Liturgiam and  to  prov ide  the  m eans  

fo r in te rp re ting these  docum en ts  and pu tting  them  in to  prac tice .

3 . T ha t these  docum en ts  shou ld im m ed ia te ly  be  properly  ca rried ou t 

everyw here  and  any  poss ib le  doub ts  on  in te rp re ta tion  rem oved are  m atte rs  o f 

the  u tm ost im portance . T here fo re , by  papa l m anda te , the Consilium has  

prepared  the  presen t Ins truc tion . It se ts  ou t m ore  sharp ly  the  functions  o f 

con ferences  o f b ishops in litu rg ica l m atte rs , exp la ins  m ore  fu lly  those  princ ip les  

s ta ted in  genera l te rm s in  the  a fo rem en tioned  docum en ts , and  au tho rizes or 

m anda tes  tha t those  m easures tha t are  prac ticab le  be fore  rev is ion o f the  

litu rg ica l books go  in to  e ffec t im m ed ia te ly .

II. PRINCIPLES TO BE KEPT IN MIND

4 . T he  reason  fo r dec id ing  to  pu t these  th ings  in to  prac tice now  is  tha t the  litu rgy  

m ay  ever m ore  fu lly  sa tis fy  the  conc ilia r in ten t on  prom oting  active  partic ipa tion  o f 

the  fa ith fu l. R 1

T he  fa ith fu l w ill m ore  read ily respond  to  the  overa ll re fo rm  o f the  litu rgy if th is  



proceeds s tep  by  s tep  in s tages  and if pasto rs  presen t and  exp la in it to  them  by  

m eans o f the  needed  ca teches is.

5 . N ecessa ry  be fo re  a ll e lse , how ever, is  the  shared  conv ic tion tha t the  

C onstitu tion  on the  L itu rgy  has  as its  ob jec tive  no t s im p ly  to  change  litu rg ica l 

fo rm s and  tex ts  bu t ra the r to  bring  to  life  the  k ind  o f fo rm ation o f the  fa ith fu l and  

m in is try  o f pasto rs  tha t w ill have  the ir sum m it and  source  in  the  litu rgy  (see  S C  

art. 10). T ha t is  the purpose  o f the  changes  m ade  up  to  now  and  o f those  ye t to  

com e.

6 . P asto ra l activ ity gu ided tow ard  the  litu rgy  has its pow er in be ing  a  liv ing  

experience  o f the  pascha l m yste ry , in  w h ich the  S on  o f G od, inca rnate  and  

m ade  obed ien t even  to  the  dea th o f the  cross , has  in h is  resu rrec tion and  

ascens ion  been  ra ised up  in  such  a  w ay  tha t he  com m unica tes h is  d iv ine life  to  

the w orld . T hrough  th is life  those  w ho  are  dead  to  s in  and  con form ed  to  C hris t 

"m ay live  no  longe r fo r them se lves bu t fo r h im w ho  fo r the ir sake  d ied  and  w as  

ra ised" (2  C or 5 :15 ).

F a ith  and  the  sacram en ts  o f fa ith accom p lish  th is , espec ia lly  bap tism  (see  S C  

art. 6) and  the  m yste ry o f the  eucharis t (see  S C  art. 47), the  cen te r o f the  o ther 

sacram en ts and  sacram en ta ls (see  S C  art. 61  ), and  o f the  cyc le  o f ce leb ra tions  

tha t in  the  course  o f the  year un fo ld  C hris t's pascha l m ystery (see  S C  art. 102-  

107).

7 . T he  litu rgy , it is  true , does no t exhaust the  en tire  activ ity o f the  C hurch  (see  

S C  art. 9); neverthe less  the  greates t ca re  m ust be  taken abou t righ tly  link ing  

pasto ra l activ ity  w ith  the  litu rgy  and  ca rry ing  ou t a  pasto ra l litu rgy  no t as if it w ere  

se t apart and  ex is ting  in iso la tion bu t as it is c lose ly  jo ined  to  o the r pasto ra l 

w orks .

E spec ia lly  necessa ry  is a  c lose , liv ing  un ion be tw een litu rgy , ca teches is , 

re lig ious  fo rm a tion, and  preach ing .

III. RESULTS TO BE HOPED FOR

8 . B ishops and  the ir ass is tan ts  in  the  pries thood  shou ld , the re fo re , a ttach  ever 

grea te r im portance  to  the ir w ho le  pasto ra l m in is try as it is  focused  tow ard  the  

litu rgy . T hen  the  fa ith fu l them se lves w ill rich ly  partake  o f the  d iv ine  life  th rough  

sharing in  the sacred ce leb ra tions  and , changed in to  the  leaven  o f C hrist and  

the  sa lt o f the  earth , w ill proc la im  tha t d iv ine  life  and  pass it on  to  o the rs.

Chapter I. General Norms

I. H O W  T H E  N O R M S  A P P LY

9 . T he  prac tica l norm s, in  the  C onstitu tion  and in  th is Ins truc tion, as  w e ll as  



prac tices  th is Ins truc tion  a llow s or m anda tes even be fo re  rev is ion  o f the  litu rg ica l 

books, even  if they  are  part o f the  R om an  R ite , m ay  be  app lied in  o the r La tin  

rites , due  rega rd be ing g iven  to  the  prov is ions  o f law .

10 . M atte rs tha t th is Ins truc tion com m its  to  the  pow er o f the com peten t, 

te rrito ria l ecc les ias tica l au tho rity  can  and  shou ld be  pu t in to  e ffect on ly  by  such  

au tho rity  th rough  law fu l decrees.

In every  case  the  tim e  and  c ircum stances in  w h ich  such  decrees  beg in  to  take  

e ffec t are  to  be  s tipu la ted , w ith  a  reasonab le  preced ing  in te rva l (vaca tio ) 

provided  fo r ins truc tion and  prepara tion  o f the  fa ith fu l rega rd ing  the ir 

observance .

11. THE LITURGICAL FORMATION OF CLERICS (S C  art. 15-16 and 18)

11 . R egard ing  the  litu rg ica l fo rm ation  o f the  c le rgy :

a . In  theo log ica l facu lties  the re  sha ll be  a  cha ir o f litu rgy so  tha t a ll s tuden ts  m ay  

rece ive  the  requ is ite  litu rg ica l ins truc tion ; in sem inaries  and re lig ious houses o f 

s tud ies  loca l O rd ina ries and  m ajo r superio rs sha ll see  to  it tha t as  soon  as  

poss ib le the re  is a  properly  tra ined  spec ia lis t in litu rgy .

b . P ro fesso rs  appo in ted  to  teach litu rgy  sha ll be  tra ined  as soon  as poss ib le , in  

keep ing  w ith  the  norm s o f the  C onstitu tion art. 15 .

c . F or the  con tinu ing  litu rg ica l education  o f c le rics , espec ia lly those  a lready  

w ork ing in  the  Lord 's  v ineya rd , ins titu tes in pasto ra l litu rgy  sha ll be  se t up  

w hereve r poss ib le .

12 . T he  course  in litu rgy  sha ll be  o f approp ria te  duration , to be  fixed in  the  

cu rricu lum  o f s tud ies  by  com pe ten t au tho rity , and  sha ll fo llow  a  m ethod pa tte rned  

on  the  norm  o f the  C onstitu tion art. 16 .

13 . L itu rg ica l ce leb ra tions  sha ll be  ca rried  ou t as perfec tly as poss ib le . 

T here fo re :

a . R ubrics  sha ll be  observed  exactly  and  ce rem on ies  ca rried  ou t w ith  d ign ity , 

under the  ca re fu l superv is ion  o f superio rs  and w ith  the  requ ired  prepara tion  

be fo rehand.

b . C le rics  sha ll frequen tly  exerc ise  the  litu rg ica l functions proper to  the ir order, 

i.e . , o f deacon, subdeacon , aco ly te , reader, as  w e ll as  those  o f com m enta to r 

and  can to r.

c . C hurches  and  chape ls , a ll sacred  fu rn ish ings  and  vestm en ts sha ll bear the  

m ark  o f genuine  C hristian  art, inc lud ing  the  con tem pora ry .



III. LITURGICAL FORMATION OF THE CLERIC'S SPIRITUAL LIFE (S C art 

17)

14 . In orde r tha t c le rics  m ay be  tra ined  fo r a  fu ll partic ipation in litu rg ica l 

ce lebra tions and  fo r a  sp iritua l life  deriv ing from  them  and  to  be  shared la te r w ith  

o the rs , the  C onstitu tion on  the  L itu rgy  sha ll be  pu t in to  fu ll e ffect in sem inaries  

and re lig ious  houses  o f s tud ies in keep ing  w ith  the  norm s  o f the docum en ts  o f 

the  H o ly  S ee , the  superio rs  and  facu lty  a ll w ork ing toge the r in harm ony  to  

ach ieve  th is  goa l. In orde r to  gu ide  c le rics properly  tow ard  the  litu rgy : books are  

to  be  recom m ended  on litu rgy , espec ia lly  in its  theo log ica l and  sp iritua l 

d im ens ions, and  m ade ava ilab le  in  the  lib ra ry in su ffic ien t num bers; the re  are  to  

be  m ed ita tions  and  con fe rences, draw n  above  a ll from  the  fon ts o f sacred  

S crip tu re  and litu rgy  (see  C onst, art. 35 , 2); and those  com m una l devo tions  are  

to  be  observed  tha t are in keep ing w ith  C hris tian custom s  and  prac tice  and  are  

su ited  to  the  va rious seasons o f the  litu rg ica l year.

15 . T he  eucharis t, cen te r o f the  w ho le  sp iritua l life , is  to be  ce leb ra ted  da ily  and  

w ith  the  use  o f d iffe ren t fo rm s  o f ce leb ra tion  best su ited  to  the  cond ition o f the  

partic ipants .

O n  S undays  and  on  the  o the r grea te r ho lydays  a  sung M ass  sha ll be  ce leb ra ted , 

w ith  a ll w ho  live  in the  house  partic ipa ting ; the re  is  to  be  a  hom ily and , as  fa r as  

poss ib le , a ll w ho  are  no t pries ts  sha ll rece ive com m un ion . O nce  the  new  rite  has  

been  pub lished , concé léb ra tion  is perm itted fo r pries ts , espec ia lly  on  m ore  

so lem n  feas ts , if pasto ra l needs do  no t requ ire ind iv idua l ce lebra tion .

A t leas t on  the  great fes tiva ls it w ou ld  be  w e ll fo r sem ina rians  to  partic ipa te in  

the  eucharis t ga the red  round  the  b ishop in the  ca thed ra l church .

16 . E ven if no t ye t bound  by  ob liga tion  to  d iv ine  o ffice , c le rics shou ld  each  day  

rec ite  or s ing  in com m on lauds in  the  m orn ing as m orn ing  praye r and  vespers  in  

the  even ing  as  even ing  praye r or com p line  a t the  end  o f the  day. S uperio rs  

shou ld , as  fa r as poss ib le , them se lves  take  part in  th is  com m on rec ita tion . 

S uffic ien t tim e  sha ll be  provided in  the  da ily  schedu le  fo r c le rics in  sacred  

orders  to  pray  the  d iv ine  o ffice .

A t leas t on  m ajo r fes tiva ls  it w ou ld be  w e ll, w hen  poss ib le , fo r sem ina rians  to  

s ing  even ing prayer in  the  ca thed ra l church .

17 . R e lig ious devotions , arranged  acco rd ing  to  the  law s  or custom s o f each  

p lace  or ins titu te , sha ll be  he ld  in  due  esteem . N everthe less , ca re  shou ld  be  

taken  tha t, espec ia lly if they  are  he ld  in  com m on, they  harm on ize  w ith  the  litu rgy , 

in keep ing  w ith  the  C onstitu tion art. 13 , and  tha t they  take  in to  accoun t the  

seasons  o f the  litu rg ica l year.



IV. LITURGICAL FORMATION OF MEMBERS OF RELIGIOUS INSTITUTES

18 . T he  fo rego ing artic les on  the  litu rg ica l fo rm ation o f c le rics ' sp iritua l life  are  to  

be  app lied , w ith  the  requ ired m od ifica tions, to  bo th  m en  and  w om en  m em bers  o f 

re lig ious ins titu tes .

V. LITURGICAL FORMATION OF THE FAITHFUL (S C  art. 19)

19 . P astors sha ll s trive  d iligen tly  and  pa tien tly  to  ca rry  ou t the  m anda te  o f the  

C onstitu tion  on  the  litu rg ica l fo rm ation o f the  fa ith fu l and  on  the ir active  

partic ipa tion , bo th inw ard  and ou tw ard , "in keep ing  w ith  the ir age  and  cond ition , 

the ir w ay  o f life , and  s tage  o f re lig ious deve lopm ent" (S C  art. 19). T hey  shou ld  

be  espec ia lly  concerned  abou t the  litu rg ica l fo rm ation  and  active  partic ipation  o f 

those  invo lved  in lay  re lig ious assoc ia tions ; such  peop le have  the  respons ib ility  

o f sharing m ore  fu lly  in  the  C hurch 's  life  and  o f ass is ting  the ir pasto rs in  the  

e ffec tive  prom otion  o f parish litu rg ica l life (see S C art. 42).

VI. COMPETENT AUTHORITY IN LITURGICAL MATTERS (S C  art. 22)

20 . R egula tion  o f the  litu rgy  be longs  to  the  au tho rity  o f the C hurch ; no  one , 

the re fo re , is  to  act on ind iv idua l in itia tive in  th is m atte r, the reby, as  m ight w e ll 

happen , do ing  harm  to the  litu rgy  and  to  its re form  under com peten t au tho rity .

21 . T he  H o ly  S ee  has  the  au tho rity to  re fo rm  and  approve  the  genera l litu rg ica l 

books; to  regu la te the  litu rgy in m atte rs a ffec ting  the  un ive rsa l C hurch ; to  

approve or con firm  the  acta and  dec is ions  o f te rrito ria l au thorities; and  to  

accede  to  the ir proposa ls  and  requests .

22 . T he  b ishop  has  the  au thority to  regu la te  the  litu rgy  w ith in  h is  ow n  d iocese, in  

keep ing  w ith the  norm s and  sp irit o f the  C onstitu tion  on  the  L itu rgy , the decrees  

o f the  H o ly S ee , and  com peten t te rrito ria l au tho rity .

23 . T he  va rious  te rrito ria l assem b lies o f b ishops  tha t have  respons ib ility fo r the  

litu rgy  by  v irtue o f the  C onstitu tion  art. 22  shou ld  fo r the  tim e  be ing  be  taken to  

m ean one  o f the  fo llow ing :

a . an  assem bly  o f a ll the  b ishops o f a  na tion , in acco rdance  w ith  the  norm  o f the  

Motu Proprio Sacram Liturgiam X ;

b . an  assem bly a lready  law fu lly  constitu ted and  cons is ting  o f the  b ishops - or o f 

the  b ishops  and  o the r loca l O rd ina ries  - o f seve ra l na tions ;

c . an  assem b ly ye t to  be  constitu ted , w ith  the  perm iss ion  o f the  H o ly  S ee , and  

cons is ting  o f the  b ishops  - or o f the  b ishops and loca l O rd ina ries - o f seve ra l 

na tions , espec ia lly  if the b ishops in  the  ind iv idua l na tions are  so  few  tha t it w ou ld  

be m ore  advantageous  fo r a  group  to  be  fo rm ed  o f those  from  va rious na tions  

sharing  the  sam e language and  cu ltu re .



If particu la r loca l cond itions suggest ano the r course , the  m atte r shou ld  be  

re fe rred  to  the H o ly S ee .

24 . T he  fo llow ing m ust be  inc luded  in  the  ca ll to  any  o f the above-m en tioned  

assem blies :

a . res iden tia l b ishops;

b . abbo ts  and  pre la tes nu llius ;

c . v ica rs  and  pre fec ts aposto lic ;

d . perm anen tly appo in ted aposto lic  adm in is tra to rs o f d ioceses;

e . a ll o the r loca l O rd ina ries , excep t v ica rs  genera l.

C oad ju tor and  aux ilia ry  b ishops m ay  be  ca lled by  the  pres iden t, w ith  the  

consen t o f the  m ajority  o f the  vo ting m em bers  o f the assem bly .

25 . U n less  the re  is som e  o the r law fu l prov is ion  fo r ce rta in p laces  and in  v iew  o f 

spec ia l c ircum stances, the  assem b ly m ust be  convened:

a . by  the  one  w ho  is  the  pres ident, in  the  case  o f assem b lies a lready law fu lly  

constitu ted ;

b . in  o the r cases, by  the  archb ishop or b ishop  hav ing  righ t o f precedence  under 

the  norm  o f law .

26 . T he  pres iden t, w ith  the  consen t o f the  fa thers , estab lishes the  ru les  o f orde r 

fo r dea ling  w ith  issues  and  opens, trans fe rs , extends, and  ad jou rns  the  sess ions  

o f the  assem b ly .

27 . A  de libe ra tive  vo te  be longs to  a ll those  nam ed  in no . 24 , inc lud ing  coad ju to r 

and  aux ilia ry b ishops, un less  the  conven ing  ins trum en t express ly prov ides  

o the rw ise .

28 . Law fu l enactm en t o f decrees requ ires  a  tw o -th irds  vo te  by  secre t ba llo t.

29 . T he  acta  o f the  com peten t te rrito ria l au tho rity , to  be  transm itted  to  the  H o ly  

S ee  fo r approva l, tha t is , con firm a tion , shou ld  inc lude  the  fo llow ing :

a . the  nam es o f partic ipan ts  in  the  assem b ly ;

b . a  repo rt on  m atte rs  dea lt w ith ;

c . c . the  ou tcom e  o f the  vo te  on  each  decree .

T hese  acta, s igned  by the  pres iden t and  secre tary  o f the  assem bly and  s tam ped  

w ith a  sea l, sha ll be  sen t in  duplica te  to  the Consilium.



30 . W ith  rega rd  to  acta  con ta in ing decrees  on use  o f the  ve rnacu lar  and  the  

m arine r o f its in troduction in to  the  litu rgy , the  acta , fo llow ing  the  C onstitu tion  on  

the L itu rgy  art. 36 , §  3  and  the  Motu Proprio Sacram Liturgiam no . IX , shou ld  

a lso  con ta in :

a . a  lis t o f the  ind iv idua l parts o f the  litu rgy  fo r w h ich  use o f the  ve rnacu lar has  

been  dec ided ;

b . tw o  cop ies  o f the  litu rg ica l tex ts prepared in  the  ve rnacu la r, one  o f w h ich  w ill 

be  re tu rned  to  the  assem bly  o f b ishops;

c . a  brie f repo rt on  the  crite ria  used  fo r the  w ork  o f trans la tion .

31 . T he  decrees  o f the  te rrito ria l au tho rity need ing the  approva l, tha t is , 

con firm ation , o f the  H o ly  S ee  sha ll be  prom u lgated  and im p lem en ted on ly  w hen  

they  have  rece ived  such  approva l, tha t is , con firm a tion .

VII. PARTS TAKEN BY INDIVIDUALS IN THE LITURGY (S C  art 28)

32 . P arts  be long ing  to  the  cho ir or to  the  peop le  and  sung  or rec ited  by  them  

are  no t sa id  priva te ly by  the  ce lebran t.

33 . N or are  read ings  tha t are read  or sung  by  the  approp ria te  m in is te r sa id  

priva te ly by  the ce lebran t.

VIII. DISCRIMINATION TO BE AVOIDED (S C  art. 32)

34 . Ind iv idua l b ishops, or, if it seem s adv isab le , reg iona l or na tiona l con fe rences  

o f b ishops sha ll see  to  it tha t the  C ounc il's proh ib ition  aga ins t prefe ren tia l 

trea tm en t o f ind iv idua ls  or a  soc ia l c lass  e ithe r in  the  ce rem on ies  or by  ou tw ard  

d isp lay is respected in  the ir te rrito ries .

35 . In add ition , pasto rs  sha ll no t neg lec t to  ensure  pruden tly  and  charitab ly  tha t 

in  the  litu rg ica l se rv ices  and  m ore  espec ia lly  in  the  ce leb ra tion  o f M ass and  the  

adm in is tra tion  o f the  sacram en ts and  sacram en te ls the  equa lity o f the  fa ith fu l is  

c lea rly  apparen t and  tha t any  suggestion  o f m oneym aking  is avo ided .

IX. SIMPLIFICATION OF CERTAIN RITES (S C  art. 34)

36 . In orde r tha t litu rg ica l se rv ices m ay  m an ifes t a  nob le  s im p lic ity m ore  a ttuned  

to  the  sp irit o f the  tim es:

a . the  ce leb ran t and  m in is te rs  sha ll bow  to  the  cho ir on ly  a t the  beg inn ing and  

end  o f a  se rv ice ;



b . incensation  o f the  c le rgy , apart from  those  w ho  are  b ishops, sha ll take  p lace  

tow ard  each  s ide  o f the  cho ir, w ith  th ree  sw ings o f the  censer;

c . incensa tion  sha ll be  lim ited  to  the  one  a lta r  w here  the  litu rg ica l rite is be ing  

ce leb ra ted ;

d . k iss ing  o f the  hand  and  o f ob jec ts  presented  or rece ived  sha ll be  om itted .

X. CELEBRATIONS OF THE WORD OF GOD (S C  art. .35 , § 4)

37 . In p laces  w ithou t a  pries t and  w here  none  is ava ilab le  fo r ce leb ra tion  o f 

M ass  on  S undays  and  ho lydays  o f ob liga tion , a  sacred  ce leb ra tion  o f the  w ord  o f 

G od  w ith  a  deacon  or even  a properly  appoin ted  laype rson pres id ing , sha ll be  

arranged , a t the  d iscre tion  o f the  loca l O rd ina ry .

T he  p lan  o f such  a  ce leb ra tion sha ll be  a lm ost the  sam e  as  tha t o f the  litu rgy  o f 

the  w ord  a t M ass. N orm a lly  the  ep istle  and  gospe l from  the  M ass o f the  day  

sha ll be  read  in  the  ve rnacu lar, w ith  chants , espec ia lly  from the  psa lm s, be fo re  

and  be tw een  the  read ings. If the  one  pres id ing is a  deacon , he  sha ll g ive  a  

hom ily ; a  nondeacon  sha ll read  a hom ily  chosen by  the  b ishop  or the  pasto r. 

T he  w ho le  ce leb ra tion is  to  end  w ith  the  un ive rsa l praye r or prayer o f the  fa ith fu l 

and  the  Lord 's P rayer.

38 . C e lebra tions  o f the  w ord o f G od, to  be  prom oted  on  the  v ig ils  o f m ore  

so lem n  feas t days, shou ld  a lso  fo llow  the  s truc tu re  o f the  litu rgy  o f the  w ord  a t 

M ass, a lthough it is qu ite  perm iss ib le  to  have  bu t one  read ing .

W here  the re  are  seve ra l read ings, the ir arrangem en t, fo r a  c lea r percep tion  o f 

the  progression o f sa lva tion  h is to ry , shou ld  p lace  the  O ld  T estam ent read ing  

be fo re  the  one  from  the  N ew  T estam ent and  shou ld  show  the  read ing o f the  

gospe l to  be  the  cu lm ina tion  o f a ll.

39 . T he  d iocesan litu rg ica l com m iss ions sha ll be  responsib le  fo r suggesting  and  

m aking  ava ilab le  such resources  as  w ill ensure  d ign ity  and  devo tion in  these  

ce lebra tions o f the  w ord .

XI. VERNACULAR TRANSLATIONS OF LITURGICAL TEXTS (S C  art. 36 , §  3)

40 . V ernacu la r trans la tions o f litu rg ica l tex ts  to  be  prepared in  con fo rm ity  w ith  

the  norm s  o f art. 36 , §  3  w ill bene fit from  observ ing  the  fo llow ing crite ria .

a . T he  bas is o f the  trans la tions is  the  La tin litu rg ica l tex t. T he  ve rs ion  o f the  

b ib lica l passages  shou ld  con form  to  the  sam e La tin litu rg ica l tex t. T h is  does  no t, 

how ever, take  aw ay  the righ t to  rev ise  tha t ve rs ion , shou ld it seem  adv isab le , on  

the bas is  o f the  orig ina l tex t or o f som e  c lea rer ve rs ion .



b . T he  litu rg ica l com m iss ion  m entioned  in  the  C onstitu tion  art. 44  and in  the  

presen t Ins truc tion  art. 44  is  to  have  spec ia l respons ib ility  fo r the  prepara tion  o f 

trans la tions o f litu rg ica l tex ts , w ith  the  ins titu te  o f pasto ra l litu rgy  prov id ing  as  

m uch ass is tance  as  poss ib le . B ut w here  the re  is no  such  com m iss ion, tw o  or 

th ree  b ishops are  to  share  respons ib ility  fo r the  trans la ting ; they  are  to  choose  

experts , inc lud ing the  la ity , in S crip tu re , litu rgy , the  b ib lica l languages, La tin , the  

ve rnacu la r, and  m usic . S ound  transla tion o f a  litu rg ica l tex t in to  the  language  o f 

a peop le has  to  answ er m any requ irem en ts s im u ltaneous ly .

c . W here  app licab le , the re  shou ld  be  consu lta tion  on  trans la tions w ith  b ishops  

o f ne ighboring  reg ions  us ing  the  sam e language.

d . In na tions  o f seve ra l languages  the re  shou ld  be  a  transla tion fo r each  

language, to  be  subm itted  to  the  b ishops invo lved  fo r ca re fu l exam ina tion .

e . S pec ia l a tten tion  shou ld  be  g iven  to  the  h igh  qua lity o f books used  fo r 

read ing the  litu rg ica l tex t to  the  peop le in  the  ve rnacu la r, so  tha t even  the  book 's  

appearance  m ay  prom pt grea te r reverence fo r the  w ord  o f G od  and  fo r sacred  

ob jec ts.

41 . L itu rg ica l se rv ices  he ld  anyw here  fo r peop le  o f a  fo re ign language , 

espec ia lly  fo r im m ig ran ts , m em bers  o f a  persona l parish , or o the r like  groups, 

m ay, w ith  the  consen t o f the  loca l O rd ina ry , law fu lly  be  ce leb ra ted  in  the  na tive  

tongue o f these  fa ith fu l. S uch ce lebra tions are  to  con form  to  the  lim its  fo r use  o f 

the ve rnacu la r and  to  the  trans la tion  approved  by  the  com pe ten t, te rrito ria l 

ecc les ias tica l au tho rity  fo r the  language  in question .

42 . M elod ies  fo r parts to  be sung  in  the  ve rnacu lar  by  ce leb ran t and  m in is ters  

m ust have  the approva l o f the  com pe ten t, te rrito ria l ecc les ias tica l au tho rity .

43 . P articu la r litu rg ica l books law fu lly  approved be fo re  the  prom u lgation  o f the  

C onstitu tion on  the  L itu rgy  and indu its  granted up  to  then , un less  they  con flic t 

w ith  the  C onstitu tion , rem a in  in  fo rce  un til o the r d ispos itions are  m ade  as  the  

re fo rm  o f the  litu rgy is  com p le ted , in  w ho le or in part.

XII. LITURGICAL COMMISSION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF BISHOPS (S C art.

44)

44  . T he  litu rg ica l com m iss ion , w h ich  shou ld  be  exped itious ly estab lished  by  the  

te rrito ria l au tho rity , sha ll as  fa r as poss ib le  be  chosen  from  am ong  the  b ishops  

them se lves  or a t leas t inc lude one  o f them , a long  w ith  pries ts  expert in litu rg ica l 

and  pasto ra l m atte rs  and  des ignated  by  nam e  fo r th is  o ffice .

T he  m em bers  and  consu ltan ts  o f the  com m iss ion  shou ld idea lly  m eet seve ra l 

tim es  a  year to  dea l w ith issues  as  a  group .

45 . T he  te rrito ria l au tho rity m ay  properly  en trus t the  fo llow ing  to  the  com m iss ion :



a . to  ca rry  ou t s tud ies and  experim en ts  in keep ing  w ith  the  norm s o f the  

C onstitu tion  art. 40 , §§  1 and  2 ;

b . to  fu rthe r prac tica l in itia tives  fo r the  w ho le reg ion  tha t w ill fos te r litu rg ica l life  

and  the  app lica tion  o f the  C onstitu tion on  the  L itu rgy ;

c . to  prepare  s tud ies and  the  resources  requ ired  as  a  resu lt o f decrees  o f the  

p lena ry  assem bly o f b ishops;

d . to  con tro l pastora l litu rgy in  the  w ho le  na tion , to  see  to the  app lica tion  o f 

decrees  o f the  p lenary  assem b ly , and  to  report on  these  m atte rs to  the  

assem b ly ;

e . to  fu rthe r frequen t consu lta tion  and  prom ote  co llabo ra tion w ith reg iona l 

assoc ia tions  invo lved  w ith S crip tu re , ca teche tics , pasto ra l ca re , m usic , and  art, 

as  w e ll as  w ith  every  k ind  o f lay  re lig ious  assoc ia tion .

46 . M em bers o f the  ins titu te  o f pasto ra l litu rgy , as  w e ll as experts  ca lled  to  

ass is t the  litu rg ica l com m iss ion , sha ll be generous in a id ing ind iv idua l b ishops to  

prom ote  pastora l?  litu rg ica l activ ity  m ore  e ffec tive ly in  the ir te rrito ry .

XIII. DIOCESAN LITURGICAL COMMISSION (S C  art. 45)

47 . T he  d iocesan  litu rg ica l com m iss ion, under the  d irec tion  o f the  b ishop , has  

these  respons ib ilities :

a . to  be  fu lly  in fo rm ed  on  the  s ta te  o f pasto ra l - litu rg ica l activ ity in  the  d iocese ;

b . to  ca rry  ou t fa ith fu lly  those  proposa ls  in litu rg ica l m atte rs m ade  by  the  

com pe ten t au tho rity  and  to  keep in fo rm ed  on  the  s tud ies and  prog ram s  tak ing  

p lace  e lsew here  in  th is  fie ld ;

c . to  suggest and prom ote  prac tica l prog ram s  o f every  k ind  tha t m ay  con tribu te  

to  the  advancem en t o f litu rg ica l life , espec ia lly in  the  in te res t o f a id ing  pries ts  

labo ring  in  the  Lord 's  v ineya rd ;

d . to  suggest, in ind iv idua l cases  or even  fo r the  w ho le  d iocese, tim e ly , s tep -by- 

s tep  m easures  fo r the  w ork  o f pasto ra l litu rgy , to  appo in t and  to  ca ll upon  peop le  

capab le  o f he lp ing  pries ts in  th is m atte r as  occas ion  arises , to  propose  su itab le  

m eans and  resou rces;

e . e . to  see  to  it tha t prog ram s in  the  d iocese  des igned  to  prom ote litu rgy  go  

fo rw ard  w ith  the  coopera tion  and  m utua l he lp  o f o the r groups  a long  the  lines  

m entioned  above  (no . 45  e) rega rd ing  the litu rg ica l com m iss ion  o f the  assem b ly  

o f b ishops.

Chapter II. Mystery of the Eucharist

I. ORDO MISSAE (S C  art. 50)



48 . U ntil re fo rm  o f the  en tire  Ordo Missae, the  po in ts tha t fo llow  are  to  be  

observed :

a . T he  ce leb ran t is no t to  say  priva te ly  those  parts o f the  P roper sung  or rec ited  

by  the  cho ir or the  congrega tion .

b . T he  ce leb ran t m ay  s ing  or rec ite  the  parts  o f the  O rd ina ry toge ther  w ith  the  

congrega tion  or cho ir.

c . In  the  praye rs  a t the  foo t o f the  a lta r a t the  beg inn ing o f M ass P sa lm  42  is  

om itted . A ll the  praye rs a t the  foo t o f the a lta r are  om itted  w henever the re  is  

ano the r litu rg ica l rite  im m edia te ly preced ing .

d . In so lem n  M ass  the  subdeacon  does  no t ho ld  the  pa ten  bu t leaves it on  the  

a lta r.

e . In sung  M asses  the  secre t prayer or praye r over the  g ifts is sung  and in o ther 

M asses rec ited  a loud .

f. T he  doxo logy a t the  end  o f the  canon , from  P er ipsum  th rough P er om n ia  

saecu la  saecu lorum . R . A m en, is  to  be  sung  or rec ited a loud . T hroughou t the  

w ho le  doxo logy  the  ce leb ran t s ligh tly e leva tes the  cha lice  w ith  the  host, om itting  

the  s igns  o f the  cross , and genuflec ts  a t the  end  a fte r the  A m en  response  by  the  

peop le .

g . In rec ited  M asses  the  congrega tion  m ay rec ite  the  Lord 's P raye r in  the  

ve rnacu la r  a long  w ith  the  ce leb ran t; in sung M asses  the peop le  m ay  s ing it in  

La tin  a long  w ith  the  ce leb ran t and , shou ld the  te rrito ria l ecc les ias tica l au thority  

have  so  decreed , a lso in  the  ve rnacu lar, us ing  m elod ies  approved by  the  sam e  

au tho rity .

h . T he  em bo lism  a fte r the  Lord 's P raye r sha ll be  sung  or rec ited a loud .

i. T he  fo rm u la ry  fo r d is tribu ting ho ly  com m un ion  is  to  be , C orpus C hris ti. A s  he  

says  these  w ords, the  ce leb ran t ho lds  the  host s ligh tly above  the  c ibo rium  and  

show s it to  the  com m un ican t, w ho  responds: A m en, then rece ives  com m un ion  

from  the  ce lebran t, the  s ign  o f the  cross  w ith  the  host be ing  om itted .

j. T he  las t gospel is om itted ; the  Leon ine  P raye rs  are  suppressed .

k . It is law fu l to  ce leb ra te  a  sung  M ass  w ith  on ly  a  deacon  ass is ting .

l. It is law fu l, w hen  necessa ry , fo r b ishops to  ce leb ra te  a  sung M ass  fo llow ing  

the  fo rm  used by  pries ts .

II. READINGS AND CHANTS BETWEEN READINGS (S C  art 51)

49 . In M asses  ce leb ra ted  w ith  a  congrega tion , the  lessons, ep is tle , and  gospe l 

are  to  be  read  or sung  fac ing  the  peop le :

a . a t the  lec te rn or a t the  edge o f the  sanctua ry  in so lem n M asses;

b . a t the  a lta r, lec te rn , or the  edge  o f the  sanctua ry - w h icheve r is m ore  

conven ien t - in  sung  or rec ited  M asses if sung  or read by  the  ce leb ran t; a t the  

lec te rn  or a t the  edge  o f the  sanctua ry if sung  or read  by  som eone  e lse .



50 . In nonso lem n  M asses  ce leb ra ted  w ith  the  fa ith fu l partic ipa ting a  qua lified  

reader or the  se rve r reads  the  lessons and  ep is tles w ith  the  in te rven ing  chan ts ; 

the  ce leb ran t s its  and lis tens . A  deacon  or a  second pries t m ay  read  the  gospel 

and  he  says  the Munda cor meum, asks  fo r the  b less ing , and , a t the  end , 

presents  the  B ook  o f the  G ospe ls  fo r the  ce leb ran t to  k iss .

51 . In sung  M asses, the  lessons, ep is tle , and  gospe l, if in  the  ve rnacu la r, m ay  

s im p ly be  read .

52 . F or the  read ing or s ing ing o f the  lessons, ep is tle , in te rven ing  chan ts , and  

gospel, the fo llow ing  is  the  procedure .

a . In so lem n  M asses  the  ce leb ran t s its  and lis tens  to  the  lessons, the  ep is tle , 

and  chants . A fte r  s ing ing  or read ing  the  ep is tle , the  subdeacon  goes  to  the  

ce leb ran t fo r the  b less ing . A t th is po in t the  ce leb ran t, rem a in ing sea ted , pu ts  

incense  in to  the thu rib le  and  b lesses it. D uring  the  s ing ing  o f the  A lle lu ia  and  

ve rse  or tow ard  the  end  o f o the r chan ts  a fte r  the  ep is tle , the ce leb ran t rises to  

b less  the  deacon . F rom  h is  p lace  he  lis tens to  the  gospe l, k isses  the  B ook  o f the  

G ospels , and , a fte r the hom ily , in tones  the  C redo , w hen  prescribed . A t the  end  

o f the  C redo  he  re tu rns  to  the  a lta r w ith  the  m in is te rs , un less he  is to  lead  the  

prayer o f the  fa ith fu l.

b . T he  ce leb ran t fo llow s  the  sam e  procedures  in  sung  or rec ited M asses in  

w h ich  the  lessons, ep is tle , in te rven ing chants , and the  gospel are  sung  or 

rec ited  by  the  m in is te r m entioned  in no . 50 .

c . In sung  or rec ited  M asses in  w h ich  the  ce leb ran t s ings  or rec ites  the  gospe l, 

during the  s ing ing  or say ing  o f the  A lle lu ia and  ve rse  or tow ard  the  end  o f o ther 

chants  a fte r the  ep is tle , he  goes  to  the  foo t o f the  a lta r and  the re , bow ing  

pro found ly , says  the  M unda  co r m eum . H e  then  goes  to  the  lec te rn  or to  the  

edge  o f the  sanctua ry  to  s ing  or rec ite  the  gospe l.

d . B ut in  a  sung  or rec ited  M ass  if the  ce leb ran t s ings or reads a ll the  lessons a t 

the  lec te rn  or a t the  edge  o f the  sanctua ry , he  a lso , if necessa ry , rec ites  the  

chants  a fte r the  lessons  and the  ep istle  s tand ing in  the  sam e p lace ; then  he  

says  the  M unda co r m eum , fac ing  the  a ltar.

III. HOMILY (S C  art. 52)

53 . T here  sha ll be  a  hom ily  on  S undays  and  ho lydays  o f ob liga tion a t a ll 

M asses ce leb ra ted  w ith  a  congrega tion , inc lud ing  conventua l, sung, or pon tifica l 

M asses.

O n  days  o the r than  S undays  and ho lydays  a  hom ily is recom m ended , espec ia lly  

on  som e  o f the  w eekdays o f A dven t and  Len t or on  o the r occas ions  w hen  the  



fa ith fu l com e to  church in la rge  num bers .

54 . A  hom ily  on  the  sacred  tex t m eans an  exp lana tion, pertinen t to  the  m ystery  

ce leb ra ted  and the  spec ia l needs  o f the  lis tene rs , o f som e  po in t in e ithe r the  

read ings  from  sacred S crip tu re  or in  ano the r tex t from  the  O rd ina ry or P roper o f 

the  day 's M ass.

55 . B ecause  the  hom ily  is  part o f the  litu rgy  fo r the  day, any  sy llabus proposed  

fo r preach ing w ith in  the  M ass during  ce rta in  periods  m ust keep  in tac t the  

in tim ate connection  w ith  a t leas t the  princ ipa l seasons  and  feas ts  o f the  

litu rg ica l year (see  S C  art. 102-104), tha t is , w ith  the m yste ry  o f redem ption.

IV. UNIVERSAL PRAYER OR PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL (S C  art. 53)

56 . In p laces  w here  the  un ive rsa l praye r or prayer o f the  fa ith fu l is a lready  the  

custom , it sha ll take p lace  be fo re  the  o ffe rto ry , a fte r the  O rem us, and , fo r the  

tim e  be ing , w ith  fo rm u la ries  in use in ind iv idua l reg ions . T he  ce leb ran t is  to  lead  

the  praye r a t e ithe r h is  cha ir, the  a lta r, the  lec tern , or the  edge  o f the sanctua ry .

A  deacon , can to r, or o the r su itab le m in is te r m ay  s ing  the  in ten tions or 

in te rcess ions . T he  ce leb ran t takes  the  in troductions  and  conc lud ing  praye r, th is  

be ing  ord ina rily the  D eus, re fug ium  nostrum  e t v irtus  (M R , O ra tiones d ive rsae  

no . 20) or ano the r prayer m ore  su ited  to  particu lar needs.

In p laces  w here  the  un ive rsa l praye r or prayer o f the  fa ith fu l is no t the  custom , 

the  com peten t te rrito ria l au tho rity  m ay  decree  its use in  the  m anner ind ica ted  

above  and  w ith  fo rm ula ries approved  by  tha t au tho rity  fo r the tim e  be ing .

V. PART ALLOWED THE VERNACULAR IN MASS (S C  art. 54)

57 . F or M asses, w hethe r sung  or rec ited, ce leb ra ted  w ith  a  congregation , the  

com pe ten t, te rrito ria l ecc les ias tica l au tho rity  on  approva l, tha t is , con firm ation , o f 

its  dec is ions  by  the  H o ly  S ee , m ay in troduce  the  ve rnacu la r in to :

a . the  proc la im ing  o f the  lessons, ep is tle , and  gospel; the  un ive rsa l praye r or 

prayer o f the  fa ith fu l;

b . as  be fits the  c ircum stances  o f the  p lace , the  chan ts o f the O rd ina ry  o f the  

M ass, nam e ly , the  K yrie , G lo ria , C redo , S anctus-B ened ic tus , A gnus D e i, as  w e ll 

as  the  in tro it, o ffe rto ry , and  com m union  an tiphons and  the  chants  be tw een  the  

read ings;

c . acc lam ations , gree ting , and  d ia logue  fo rm u la ries , the  E cce A gnus D e i, 

D om ine , non  sum  d ignus, C orpus C hris ti a t the  com m un ion o f the  fa ith fu l, and  

the  Lord 's P raye r  w ith its in troduction and  em bo lism .

M issa ls  to  be  used in  the  litu rgy , how ever, sha ll con ta in  bes ides the  ve rnacu lar  

ve rs ion  the  La tin  tex t as  w e ll.



58 . T he  H o ly  S ee  a lone  can  grant perm iss ion  fo r use o f the  ve rnacu lar in  those  

parts o f the  M ass tha t the  ce leb ran t s ings or rec ites  a lone .

59 . P astors  sha ll ca re fu lly see to  it tha t the  C hristian  fa ith fu l, espec ia lly  m em bers  

o f lay re lig ious ins titu tes , a lso  know  how  to  rec ite or s ing  toge ther in La tin , 

m ain ly  w ith  s im p le m elod ies , the  parts o f the  O rd ina ry o f the  M ass proper to  

them .

VI. FACULTY OF REPEATING COMMUNION ON THE SAME DAY (S C art 55)

60 . T he  fa ith fu l w ho  rece ive com m un ion  a t the  M ass  o f the  E aster V ig il or the  

M idn igh t M ass  o f C hris tm as  m ay  rece ive  aga in  a t the  second  M ass o f E aster 

and  a t one  o f the  D ay  M asses  o f C hris tm as.

Chapter III. The Other Sacraments and Sacramentals

1 . P A R T  A LLO W E D  T H E  V E R N A C U LA R (S C  A R T . 63)

61 . T he  com peten t te rrito ria l au tho rity , on  approva l, tha t is , con firm a tion , o f its  

dec is ions  by  the  H o ly  S ee , m ay in troduce the  ve rnacu la r  fo r:

a . the  rites , inc lud ing the  essen tia l sacram en ta l fo rm s, o f bap tism , con firm a tion , 

penance, ano in ting  o f the  s ick , m arriage , and  the d is tribu tion  o f ho ly  com m un ion ;

b . the  con fe rra l o f orders : the  address  pre lim ina ry  to  ord ina tion or consecra tion , 

the  exam ina tion  o f the  b ishop-e lec t a t an  ep iscopa l consecra tion , and  the  

adm on itions ;

c . sacram en ta ls ;

d . rite  o f fune ra ls .

W henever a  m ore  extens ive use  o f the  ve rnacu la r seem s des irab le , the  

prescrip tion  o f the  C onstitu tion  art. 40  is  to  be  observed .

II. Elements to be Dropped in the Rite of Supplying Ceremonies for a 

persion already baptized (S C  A R T . 69)

62 . In  the  rite o f supp ly ing  ce rem on ies in  the  case  o f a  bap tized in fan t, Rituale 

Romanum tit. 11 , cap . 6 , the  exorc ism s in no . 6  (E x / ab eo), no . 10 (Exorcizo te, 
immunde sp iritus  - E rgo, m aled ic te  d iabo le ), and  no . 15  (E xorc izo te , om n is  

sp iritus) are  to  be  dropped .

63 . In the  rite  fo r supp ly ing ce rem on ies  in  the  case  o f a  bap tized adu lt, Rituale 

Romanum tit. 11 , cap . 6 , the  exorc ism s  in no . 5  (E x i ah  eo), no . 15  (E rgo , 



m aled ic te  d iabo le ), no . 17 (A ud i, m aled ic te  sa tana ), no . 19 (Exorcizo te - Ergo, 
maledicte diabole), no . 21 (Ergo, maledicte diabole), no . 23  (Ergo, maledicte 

diabole), no . 25 (Exorcizo te - Ergo, maledicte diabole), no . 31 (Nec te latet), 
and  no . 35  (Exi, immunde spiritus) are to  be  dropped .

III. CONFIRMATION (S C  A R T . 71)

64 . If con firm a tion is con fe rred  w ith in  M ass, the  M ass  shou ld be  ce leb ra ted  by  

the  b ishop  h im se lf; in  th is  case  he  con fers the  sacram en t c lad in M ass  

vestm en ts .

T he  M ass  w ith in  w h ich  con firm a tion is con fe rred  m ay  be  ce leb ra ted  as  a  

second-c lass vo tive  M ass o f the  H o ly S p irit.

65 . A fte r  the  gospe l and  hom ily , be fo re  the  recep tion o f con firm a tion , it is  w e ll fo r 

those  be ing con firm ed  to  renew  the ir baptism a l prom ises, acco rd ing  to  the rite  

in law fu l use in ind iv idua l reg ions , un less  they  have  a lready done  so  be fo re  

M ass.

66 . If the  M ass is ce leb ra ted by  som eone  e lse , the  b ishop  shou ld  ass is t a t the  

M ass  in  the vestm en ts prescribed  fo r the  con fe rra l o f con firm a tion ; they m ay be  

e ithe r o f the  co lo r o f the  M ass  or  w h ite . T he  b ishop  h im self shou ld  g ive  the  

hom ily  and  the  ce leb ran t shou ld  resum e  the  M ass on ly  a fte r the  con ferra l o f 

con firm a tion .

67 . T he  con fe rra l o f con firm ation fo llow s  the  rite  ou tlined in  the  Pontificale 

Romanum, bu t w ith  a  s ing le  s ign  o f the  cross  a t the  w ords In nomine Patris, et 
Filii, et Spiritus Sancti that follow the formulary, Signo te.

IV CONTINUOUS RITE FOR ANOINTING THE SICK AND VIATICUM (S C  

A R T , 74)

68 . W hen  the  ano in ting  o f the  s ick  and  v ia ticum  are  adm in is te red a t the  sam e  

tim e , un less a  con tinuous  rite  a lready  ex is ts in  a  loca l ritua l, the  sequence  o f the  

rite is  to  be  as  fo llow s: a fte r the  sp rink ling  w ith  ho ly  w ate r and  the  prayer upon  

en te ring the  room  as  g iven  in  the  rite  o f ano in ting, the  pries t shou ld , if need  be , 

hear the  con fess ion  o f the  s ick  person , then  adm in is ter the  ano in ting  and  fina lly  

g ive  v ia ticum , om itting  the  sp rink ling w ith its  fo rm u la ries , the  C onfiteo r, and  the  

abso lu tion . If, how ever, the  aposto lic  b less ing  w ith  p lenary  indu lgence  a t the  

hour o f dea th  is a lso  to  be  im parted , it sha ll be  g iven im m ed ia te ly be fo re  the  

ano in ting; the  sp rink ling  w ith its  fo rm u la ries , the C onfiteo r, and  abso lu tion  are  

om itted .

V. LAYING ON OF HANDS IN THE CONSECRATION OF A BISHOP (S C A R T . 

76)



69 . A t the  consecration  o f a  b ishop  a ll b ishops present, c lad in chora l vestu re , 

m ay  partic ipa te  in  the  lay ing on  o f hands. O nly  the  consecra tor and  the  tw o  

coconsecra to rs , how ever, pronounce the  w ords, A cc ipe  S p iritum  S anctum .

VI. RITE OF MARRIAGE (S C  A R T . 78)

70 . U n less  the re  is som e  good , excus ing reason , m arriage  sha ll be  ce lebra ted  

w ith in  M ass, a fte r the  gospe l and  hom ily  T he  hom ily is never to  be  om itted .

71 . W henever  m arriage  is ce leb ra ted w ith in  M ass, the  Missa votiva pro sponsis 

sha ll a lw ays be  ce leb ra ted , even in c losed  tim es, or a  com m em ora tion m ade  

from  it, in keep ing  w ith  the  rubrics .

72 . A s  fa r as poss ib le , the  pasto r h im se lf or the  one  he  de lega tes  to  ass is t a t the  

m arriage  sha ll ce leb ra te  the  M ass; if ano the r pries t ass is ts  a t the  m arriage , the  

ce leb ran t sha ll no t con tinue  the  M ass  un til the  rite  o f m arriage has  been  

com p leted.

T he  pries t w ho  on ly  ass is ts a t the  m arriage  bu t does  no t ce leb ra te  the  M ass  

sha ll be  vested in  su rp lice  and  w h ite  s to le  and , if it is  the  loca l custom , a lso in  

cope ; he  sha ll a lso  g ive  the  hom ily . B ut the  ce leb ran t is a lw ays  to  g ive  the  

b less ing  a fte r the  P ate r noste r and be fo re the  P lacea t.

73 . T he  nup tia l b less ing  sha ll a lw ays be  g iven  w ith in  the  M ass, even in c losed  

tim es  and  even if one  or bo th  o f the  spouses  is en te ring in to  a  second m arriage.

74 . In the  ce leb ra tion  o f m arriage ou ts ide  M ass:

a . A t the  beg inn ing o f the  rite , in keep ing  w ith  the  Motu Proprio Sacram 

Liturgiam no . V , a  brie f ins truc tion sha ll be  g iven , no t a  hom ily  bu t s im p ly  an  

in troduction  to  the  ce leb ra tion o f m arriage  (see S C  art. 35 , §  3). A fte r  the  read ing  

o f the  ep istle  and  gospel from  the Missa pro sponsis, the re sha ll be  a  se rm on  or 

hom ily  based  on  the  sacred  tex t (see S C art. 52). T he  orde r o f the  w ho le  rite , 

then , is  to  be  as  fo llow s: the  brie f ins truction , read ing  o f the  ep is tle  and  gospel in  

the ve rnacu la r, hom ily , ce leb ra tion  o f m arriage , nup tia l b less ing .

b . F or the  read ing  o f the  ep is tle  and  gospel from  the  M issa  pro spons is , if the re  

is no  ve rnacu la r  tex t approved  by  the  com pe ten t te rrito ria l ecc les iastica l 

au tho rity , it is law fu l fo r the  tim e be ing  to  use  a  tex t approved by  the  loca l 

O rd ina ry .

c . S ing ing  is  a llow ed be tw een  the  ep is tle  and  gospel. A fte r  the rite  o f m arriage  

and  be fo re  the  nup tia l b less ing it is m ost des irab le to  have  the  prayer o f the  

fa ith fu l in  a  fo rm  approved by  the loca l O rd ina ry  and inco rpo ra ting in te rcess ions  

fo r the  spouses.

d . E ven in  c losed  tim es and  even if one  or bo th  o f the  spouses is en te ring  a  

second m arriage , they  are  to  rece ive  the  nup tia l b less ing , acco rd ing  to  the  



fo rm u la ry  in  the  R itua le  R om anum  tit. V III, cap . 3 , un less  loca l ritua ls  prov ide  a  

d iffe ren t one.

75 . If m arriage  is ce leb ra ted  during c losed  tim es, the  pasto r sha ll adv ise  the  

spouses  to  be  m ind fu l o f the  proper sp irit o f the  particu la r litu rg ica l season .

VII. SACRAMENTALS (S C  A R T 79)

76 . F or the  b less ing  o f cand les  on  2 F ebrua ry  and  o f ashes  on A sh  W ednesday 

jus t one  o f the  prayers  fo r these  in  the Missale Romanum su ffices .

77 . T he  b less ings in  the  Rituale Romanum tit. IX , cap . 9 , 10 , 11 , h ithe rto  

rese rved, m ay be g iven  by  any  pries t, excep t fo r: the  b less ing  o f a  be ll fo r the  

use  o f a  b lessed  church or ora to ry  (cap . 9 , no . 11  ); the  b less ing o f the  

co rne rs tone  o f a  church (cap. 9 , no . 16); the  b less ing o f a  new  church  or pub lic  

ora to ry  (cap . 9 , no . 17); the  b less ing o f an antemensium (cap . 9 , no . 21); the  

b less ing  o f a new  cem ete ry (cap . 9 , no . 22); papa l b less ings  (cap . 10 , nos. 1-3 ); 

the  b less ing  and  erec tion  o f the  s ta tions  o f the  cross (cap . 11 , no . 1 ). rese rved  to  

the  b ishop .

Chapter IV. Divine Office

I. C E LE B R A TIO N  O F  D IV IN E  O F F IC E B Y  T H O S E  B O U N D  T O  C H O IR

78 . U ntil re fo rm  o f the  d iv ine  o ffice is com p leted:

a . C om m un ities  o f canons, m onks, nuns, o the r regu la rs  or re lig ious bound  to  

cho ir by law  or constitu tions m ust, in addition  to  the conven tua l M ass, ce lebra te  

the  en tire  d iv ine  o ffice  da ily  in cho ir.

Ind iv idua l m em bers  o f these  com m un ities  w ho  are in m ajor orde rs or so lem n ly  

pro fessed , except fo r lay  bro the rs , are  ob liged , even if law fu lly  d ispensed  from  

cho ir, to  priva te  rec ita tion each  day  o f the  hours  they  do  no t ce lebra te  in cho ir.

b . C athedra l and  co lleg ia te  chap te rs  m ust, bes ides  the  conven tua l M ass, 

ce leb ra te in cho ir those  parts  o f the  o ffice  im posed  on them  by  com m on  or 

particu la r law .

Ind iv idua l chap te r m em bers , bes ides  the  canon ica l hours  ob liga to ry fo r a ll 

c le rics  in  m ajo r orde rs  (see S C  art. 96  and  89), m ust rec ite in priva te  the  hours  

tha t are  ce leb ra ted  by  the ir chap te r.

c . In m iss ion reg ions , w h ile  prese rv ing  the  re lig ious or cap itu la r chora l d isc ip line  

estab lished  by law , re lig ious  or cap itu la rs w ho  are law fu lly  absen t from  cho ir by  

reason  o f pasto ra l m in is try m ay, w ith  perm iss ion  o f the  loca l O rd ina ry (no t o f h is  

v ica r genera l or de lega te ), use  the  concess ion  granted by  the  M otu P roprio  

S acram  L itu rg iam  no . V I.



II. FACULTY OF DISPENSING FROM OR COMMUTING DIVINE OFFICE (S C

A R T . 97)

79 . T he  facu lty  g iven  a ll O rd ina ries  to  d ispense  the ir sub jec ts , in ind iv idua l 

cases  and  fo r a  jus t reason , from  the  ob liga tion o f the  d iv ine  o ffice in  w ho le  or in  

part or to  com m ute  it is a lso  extended  to  m ajor  superio rs o f nonexem pt c le rica l, 

re lig ious ins titu tes and  o f soc ie ties  o f com m on life .

III. LITTLE OFFICES (S C  A R T . 98)

80 . N o little  o ffice  can be  c lass ified  as  con form ed  to  the  d iv ine o ffice  if it does  

no t cons is t o f psa lm s, read ings, hym ns, and  prayers  or if it has  no  re la tionsh ip  to  

the  hours  o f the  day and  the  particu la r litu rg ica l season.

81 . B ut little  o ffices  a lready law fu lly  approved su ffice  fo r the  tim e  be ing  as  a  

sharing in the  pub lic  prayer o f the  C hurch , prov ided  the ir m ake?up  m eets the  

crite ria  jus t s ta ted .

F or use  as part o f the  pub lic prayer o f the  C hurch , any  new  little  o ffice  m ust have  

the  approva l o f the  H o ly S ee .

82 . T he  trans la tion  o f the  tex t o f a  little  o ffice  in to  the  ve rnacu la r  fo r use  as  the  

pub lic praye r o f the  C hurch  m ust have  the  approva l o f the  com pe ten t, te rrito ra l 

ecc les ias tica l au tho rity , fo llow ing  approva l, tha t is , con firm a tion , by  the  H o ly  S ee .

83 . T he  O rd ina ry  or m ajo r superio r o f the  sub jec t is  the  au tho rity  com pe ten t to  

gran t use  o f the ve rnacu la r in  the  rec ita tion o f a  little  o ffice  to  anyone  bound to  it 

by  constitu tion  or to  d ispense  from  or com m ute  the  ob liga tion .

IV. DIVINE OFFICE OR LITTLE OFFICE CELEBRATED IN COMMON BY 

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTES (S C  A R T . 99)

84 . T he  ob liga tion  o f ce leb ra ting  in com m on  a ll or part o f the d iv ine  o ffice  or a  

little  o ffice  im posed  by  the ir constitu tion on  m em bers  o f ins titu tes o f perfec tion  

does  no t take  aw ay  the facu lty  o f om itting  prim e  and  o f choos ing  from  am ong  

the  little  hours  the  one  best su ited  to  the  tim e  o f day  (see  M otu  P roprio S acram  

L itu rg iam  no . V I).

V. LANGUAGE FOR RECITATION OF DIVINE OFFICE (S C A R T 101)

85 . In rec iting  the  d iv ine  o ffice  in  cho ir c le rics are  bound to  re ta in  the  La tin  

language .

86 . T he  facu lty  gran ted  the  O rd ina ry to  a llow  use  o f the  ve rnacu la r in ind iv idua l 

cases  by  those  c le rics fo r w hom  the  use  o f La tin  constitu tes  a  se rious  h ind rance  



to fu lfilling  the  ob liga tion  o f the  o ffice  is  extended  a lso  to  the m ajo r superio rs  o f 

nonexem pt, c le rica l re lig ious ins titu tes and o f soc ie ties  o f com m on  life .

87 . T he  se rious h ind rance requ ired fo r the  concess ion  o f the  facu lty  m entioned  

ough t to  be  eva luated on  the  bas is  o f the  phys ica l, m ora l, in te llec tua l, and  

sp iritua l cond ition  o f the  pe titione r. N everthe less , th is  facu lty , conceded so le ly  to  

m ake  the  rec ita tion o f the  d iv ine  o ffice eas ier and m ore  devou t, is  no t in tended  

to  lessen in  any  w ay  the  ob liga tion o f pries ts in  the  La tin  rite  to  lea rn  La tin .

88 . T he  respective  O rd ina ries o f the  sam e language are  to  prepare  and  approve  

the  trans la tions o f the  d iv ine  o ffice  fo r the  non-R om an  rites . (F o r parts o f the  

o ffice  shared  w ith  the  R om an  R ite , how ever, they  are  to  use  the ve rs ion  

approved  by  com pe ten t te rrito ria l au tho rity .) T he  O rd ina ries are  then  to  subm it 

the  trans la tion  fo r the  H o ly S ee 's con firm a tion .

89 . B rev iaries  fo r c le rics  w ho, acco rd ing  to  the  prov is ions  o f art. 101 , §  2 , have  

the  righ t to  use  the  ve rnacu la r  fo r the  d iv ine  o ffice  shou ld  con ta in  the La tin  tex t 

a long  w ith  the  ve rnacu la r.

Chapter V. Designing Churches and Altars to Facilitate Active Participation 

of the Faithful

I. D E S IG N  O F  C H U R C H E S

90 . In bu ild ing  new  churches  or res to ring and  adap ting  o ld ones every  ca re is  to  

be  taken  tha t they  are  su ited  to  ce leb ra ting  litu rg ica l se rv ices  au thentica lly and  

tha t they  ensure  active partic ipation  by  the  fa ith fu l (see S C  art. 124).

II. MAIN ALTAR

91 . T he  m ain  a lta r shou ld  pre fe rab ly  be  frees tand ing , to  perm it w a lk ing around it 

and  ce leb ra tion  fac ing  the  peop le . Its loca tion in  the  p lace  o f w orsh ip  shou ld be  

tru ly  cen tra l so  tha t the  a ttention o f the  w ho le  congrega tion  na tu ra lly  focuses  

the re .

C ho ice  o f m ate ria ls  fo r the  construc tion  and  adornm ent o f the a lta r is  to  respect 

the  prescrip tions o f law .

T he  sanctua ry  area  is  to  be  spac ious  enough  to  accom m odate  the sacred rites .

III. CHAIR FOR CELEBRANT AND MINISTERS

92 . In re la tion  to  the  p lan o f the  church , the  cha ir fo r the ce leb ran t and  m in is ters  

shou ld  occupy a  p lace  tha t is c learly v is ib le  to  a ll the  fa ith fu l and  tha t m akes it 

p la in  tha t the ce leb ran t pres ides  over the  w ho le  com m un ity .

S hou ld  the  cha ir s tand beh ind  the  a ltar, any  sem b lance  o f a  th rone, the  

preroga tive  o f a  b ishop , is  to  be  avo ided .



IV. MINOR ALTARS

93 . T here  are  to  be  few er m inor a lta rs  and , w here  the  des ign o f the  bu ild ing  

perm its , the  best p lace  fo r them  is in  chape ls  som ew ha t se t apart from  the  body  

o f the  church .

V. ALTAR APPOINTMENTS

94 . A t the  d iscre tion  o f the  O rd ina ry , the  cross  and  cand les ticks requ ired  on  the  

a lta r fo r the  va rious litu rg ica l rites  m ay  a lso  be  p laced  next to  it.

VI. RESERVATION OF THE EUCHARIST

95 . T he  eucharis t is  to  be  reserved in  a  so lid  and  secu re  tabe rnac le , p laced  in  

the  m idd le  o f the  m ain  a lta r or on  a  m inor, bu t tru ly w orthy  a lta r, or, in acco rd  

w ith law fu l custom  and in particu la r cases  approved  by  the  loca l O rd ina ry , a lso  

in ano the r, spec ia l, and  properly  adorned  part o f the  church .

It is law fu l to  ce leb ra te  M ass fac ing  the  peop le  even  on  an  a lta r w here  the re  is a  

sm a ll bu t becom ing  tabe rnac le .

VII. LECTERN (AMBO)

96 . T here  shou ld  be  a  lec tern  or lec te rns  fo r the  proc lam ation o f the  read ings, 

so  arranged  tha t the  fa ith fu l m ay read ily  see  and hear the  m in is te r.

VIII. PLACE FOR CHOIR AND ORGAN

97 . T he  cho ir and  organ  sha ll occupy  a  p lace  c lea rly  show ing tha t the  s inge rs  

and  the  organ is t fo rm  part o f the  un ited  com m un ity o f the  fa ith fu l and  a llow ing  

them  best to  fu lfill the ir part in  the  litu rgy .

IX. PLACE FOR THE FAITHFUL

98 . S pec ia l ca re  shou ld  be  taken  tha t the  p lace  fo r the  fa ith fu l w ill assu re  the ir 

proper partic ipation  in  the  sacred rites  w ith  bo th  eyes  and  m ind . N orm a lly  the re  

shou ld  be  benches or cha irs fo r the ir use  bu t, in keep ing  w ith  the  C onstitu tion  

art. 32 , the  custom  o f rese rv ing p laces  fo r spec ia l persons is  to  be  suppressed.

C are  is  a lso  to  be  taken  to  enab le the  fa ith fu l no t on ly  to  see  the  ce leb ran t and  

o the r m in is te rs bu t a lso  to  hear them  eas ily , even  by  use  o f m odern  sound  

equ ipm en t.



X. BAPTISTRY

99 . In  the  construc tion  and  decora tion  o f the  bap tis try  grea t pa ins  are  to  be  

taken  to  ensure  tha t it c learly  expresses  the  d ign ity  o f the  sacram en t o f baptism  

and  tha t it is a  p lace  w e ll su ited  to  com m una l ce lebra tions (see  S C  art. 27).

T h is Ins truc tion  w as prepared by  the Consilium by  m anda te  o f P ope  P aul V I, 

and  presen ted to  the  P ope by  C ard ina l G iacom o  Lerca ro , P residen t o f the  

Consilium. A fte r hav ing  ca re fu lly  cons ide red  the Ins truc tion , in consu lta tion w ith  

the Consilium and  the  C ongrega tion  o f R ites , P ope P au l in an  audience  granted  

to  C ard ina l A rcad io  M aria  Larraona , P re fec t o f the  C ongrega tion  o f R ites , gave  it 

spec ific  approva l as  a  w ho le  and in its parts , con firm ed  it by  h is  au tho rity , and  

ordered  it to  be  pub lished  and  fa ith fu lly  observed  by  a ll concerned , beg inn ing  on  

the  firs t S unday  o f Lent, M arch  7 , 1965 .


