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T h e  m a n y  d o cu m en ts  o n  litu rg ica l q u e s tio n s  th a t h a ve  b e e n  p u b lish e d  a n d  a re  

w e ll kn o w n  to  a ll d e m on s tra te  h o w  it w a s  th e  ce a se le ss  co n ce rn  o f o u r 

p re d e ce sso rs in  th e  su p re m e  p o n tifica te , o f o u rse lve s , a n d  o f th e  h o ly  

sh e p he rds to  p re se rve  d ilig e n tly , to  cu ltiva te  a n d  to  re ne w  th e  sa c re d litu rg y  

a cco rd in g  to  n e e d .

A n o th e r p ro o f o f th is  so lic itu de  is  g ive n  b y  th e  Liturgical Constitution w h ich  

th e  S e co nd  V a tica n E cu m en ica l C o u n c il h a s  a p p ro ve d  b y  g e ne ra l co n se n t a n d  

w h ich  w e  in  th e  so le m n  p u b lic se ss io n  o f D e ce m b e r 4 , 1 9 6 3 , o rd e re d  to  b e  

p ro m u lg a te d .

T h is  live ly  in te re s t s te m s  fro m  th e  fa c t th a t " in  th e  e a rth ly litu rg y  w e  ta ke  p a rt in  

a  fo re tas te  o f th a t h e a ven ly  litu rg y w h ich  is  ce le b ra te d  in  th e  h o ly  c ity  o f 

Je ru sa lem  to w a rd  w h ich w e  jo u rne y  a s  p ilg rim s , w h e re  C h ris t is  s ittin g  a t th e  

r ig h t h a n d  o f G o d , a  m in is te r o f th e  h o lie s  a n d  o f th e  true  ta b e rn a c le . W e  s in g  a  

h ym n  to  th e  L o rd 's  g lo ry  w ith  a ll th e  w a rrio rs  o f th e  h e a ven ly  a rm y . V e n e ra tin g  

th e  m e m o ry  o f th e  sa in ts , w e  h o p e  fo r so m e  p a rt a n d  fe llo w sh ip  w ith  th e m .

W e  e a g e rly  a w a it th e  S a v io r, o u r L o rd  Je su s  C h ris t, u n til H e , o u r life , sh a ll 

a p p e a r a n d  w e  to o  w ill a p p e a r w ith  H im  in  g lo ry " (A rtic le  8 , Constitution on the 

Liturgy)

F o r th is  re a son  th e  so u ls  o f th e  fa ith fu l w o rsh ip  G o d , th e  p rin c ip le a n d  m o d e l o f 

a ll h o lin e ss , in  su ch  a  w a y  a s  to  b e , in  th is  e a rth ly p ilg rim a g e , " im ita to rs o f th e  

h e a ve n ly  Z io n " (fro m h ym n  o f L a u d s  o f th e  F e a s t o f th e  D e d ica tio n  o f a  C h u rch ).

F o r th e se  re a son s  it is  a p p a re n t to  a ll th a t it is o u r u p p e rm o s t co n ce rn  th a t a ll 

C h ris tia n s , a n d  e sp e c ia lly  a ll p rie s ts , sh o u ld  co n se c ra te  th e m se lve s  firs t o f a ll to  

th e  s tu d y  o f th e  a lre a d y -m e n tio n e d C o n s titu tio n  a n d  from  n o w  o n , re so lve  to  

im p le m e n t its  in d iv id ua l p resc rip tio n s  in  g o o d  fa ith  a s  so o n  a s  th e y  e n te r in to  

fo rce .

A n d  s in ce  it is  n e cessa ry  b y  th e  ve ry  n a tu re  o f th in gs  th a t th e p resc rip tio n s  

co n ce rn in g  th e  kn o w led g e  a n d  sp rea d  o f th e  litu rg ica l la w s  sh o u ld  ta ke  p la ce  

im m e d ia te ly , w e  e a rn es tly  e xh o rt sh e p he rds o f d io cese s  th a t w ith  th e  h e lp  o f 

sa c re d  m in is te rs , "d isp en se rs o f G o d 's  m ys te rie s " (Constitution, A rtic le  1 9 ), 

th e y  sh o u ld  h a s te n  to  a c t in  o rd e r  th a t th e  fa ith fu l e n tru s te d  to  th e ir ca re  m a y  

u n d e rs ta n d , to  th e  d e g re e  p e rm itte d b y  a g e , b y  th e  co n d itio ns  o f th e ir o w n  life  

a n d  b y  th e ir m e n ta l fo rm a tio n , th e  s tren g th  a n d  in n e r va lu e  o f th e  litu rgy  a n d  a t 

th e  sa m e  tim e  p a rtic ip a te  ve ry  d e vou tly , in te rn a lly  a n d  e x te rn a lly , in  th e  r ite s  o f 

th e  C h u rch  (C on s titu tio n , A rtic le  1 9 ).



M e a nw h ile , it se e m s  e v id e n t th a t m a n y  p re sc rip tio n s  o f th e  C o n s titu tio n ca n n o t 

b e  a p p lie d in  a  sh o rt p e riod  o f tim e , e sp ec ia lly  s in ce so m e  r ite s  m u s t firs t b e  

re v ise d  a n d  n e w  litu rg ica l b o o ks  p re pa re d .

In  o rd e r th a t th is  w o rk  m a y  b e  ca rrie d  o u t w ith  th e  n e ce ssa ry w isd o m  a n d  

p ru d en ce , w e  a re  e s ta b lish in g  a  sp e c ia l co m m iss ion w h o se  p rin c ip a l ta sk  w ill b e  

to  im p le m e n t in  th e  b e s t p o ss ib le w a y  th e  p resc rip tio n s  o f th e  Constitution on 

Sacred Liturgy itse lf.

H o w e ver, s in ce  a m o ng  th e  n o rm s  o f th e  C o n s titu tio n  th e re  a re so m e  w h ich  ca n  

b e  m a de  e ffec tive  n o w , w e  d e s ire  th a t th e y  m a y e n te r im m e d ia te ly  in to  fo rce , so  

th a t th e  so u ls  o f th e  fa ith fu l m a y  n o t b e  fu rth e r d e p rive d  o f th e  fru its  o f th e  g ra ce  

w h ich  a re  h o p e d  fo r  fro m  th e m .

T h ere fo re , w ith  o u r a p o s to lic  a u th o rity  a n d  o n  o u r o w n  in itia tive , w e  o rd e r a n d  

d e c ree  th a t fro m  th e  co m in g  firs t S u n d a y  o f L e n t, th a t is  fro m  F e b ru a ry  1 6 , 1 9 6 4 , 

th e  e n d  o f th e  in te rim  p e riod e s ta b lish e d  b y  L a w , th e  fo llo w in g  n o rm s  e n te r in to  

fo rce :

W e  d e s ire  th a t th e  n o rm s  co n ta in e d  in  A rtic le  1 5 , 1 6 , a n d  1 7 co n ce rn in g  

te a ch in g  o f th e  litu rg y  in  se m in a rie s , in  sch o o l o f re lig io us  co m m u n itie s  a n d  in  

th e o lo g ica l fa cu ltie s  im m e d ia te ly sh o u ld  b e  w o rke d  in to  th e  p ro g ram s  in  su ch  a  

w a y  th a t b e g in n in g in  th e  n e x t sch o o l ye a r s tu d e n ts  m a y  d e vo te  th e m se lve s  to  

su ch s tu d y  in  a n  o rd e rly  a n d  d ilig e n t w a y .

II.

W e  a lso  d e c re e  th a t, a cco rd in g  to  th e  n o rm s  o f A rtic le s  4 5 a n d  4 6 , th e re  b e  

e s ta b lish e d a s  so o n  a s  p o ss ib le  in  th e  va rio u s  d io ce se  a  co m m iss ion  w h o se  ta sk  

is , u n d e r d ire c tion  o f th e  b ish o p , to  fo s te r kn o w led g e  o f th e  litu rgy  a n d  a d va n ce  

th e  litu rg ica l a p o s to la te .

It w ill a lso  b e  o p p o rtu n e  th a t in  ce rta in  ca se s , se ve ra l d io cese s  sh o u ld  h a ve  a  

s in g le  co m m iss io n .

F u rth e rm o re , in  a ll d io ce se  le t tw o  o th e r co m m iss io n s b e  e s ta b lish e d : o n e  fo r 

sa c re d  m u s ic  a n d  th e  o th e r fo r sa c re d  a rt.

T h e se  th re e  d io ce sa n  co m m iss io n s m a y  a lso  b e  m e rge d  in to  o n e if n e ce ssa ry .

Ill
F ro m  th e  d a te  e s ta b lish e d a b o ve , w e  d e s ire  th a t th e  n o rm s  o f A rtic le  5 2  sh o u ld  

e n te r in to  fo rce , p re sc rib in g  th e  h o m ily  d u rin g h o ly  M a ss  o n  S u n da ys  a n d  

h o lyd a ys .

IV 



In  th e  sa m e  w a y , w e  a lso  p u t in to  im m e d ia te  e ffe c t th e  n o rm s co n ta in e d  in  

A rtic le  7 1 , w h ich  p e rm its  a d m in is tra tion  o f th e  sa c ra m e n t o f C o n firm a tio n  d u ring  

h o ly  M a ss  w h e n  co n ve n ie n t.

V

C o n ce rn in g  A rtic le  7 8 , w e  a d m on ish  a ll co n ce rn e d  th a t th e  sa c ra m e n t o f 

M a trim o n y  m u s t n o rm a lly  b e  ce le b ra te d  d u rin g h o ly  M a ss , a fte r th e  re a d in g  o f 

th e  G o sp e l a n d  th e  se rm o n .

If M a trim o n y  is  a d m in is te re d o u ts id e  th e  M a ss , w e  o rd e r th a t th e  fo llo w in g  ru les  

b e  o b se rve d u n til a  n e w  r itua l is  e s ta b lish e d : A t th e  b e g in n ing  o f th is  sa c re d r ite  

(C on s titu tio n , A rtic le  3 5 , p a ra g rap h  3 ), a fte r a  b rie f e xh o rta tio n , th e  G o sp e l a n d  

E p is tle  o f th e  N u p tia l M a ss  m u s t b e  re ad ; a n d th e n  le t th e  sp o u se s  re ce ive  th e  

b le ss ing  w h ich  is  co n ta in e d in  th e  R o m an  R itu a l in  S e c tion  8 , C h a p te r III.

VI.

A lth o u g h  th e  D iv in e  O ffice  h a s  n o t ye t b e e n  re v ise d  a n d  re ne w e d a cco rd in g  to  

th e  n o rm s  o f A rtic le  8 9 , w e  n e ve rth e le ss  g ra n t im m e d ia te ly th e  fo llow in g  

p e rm iss io n  to  a ll w h o  a re  o b lig e d  to  re c ite  th e D iv in e  O ffice .

F ro m  F e b ru a ry  1 6 , in  re c ita tio n  o f  th e  o ffice  o u ts id e  o f ch o ir, th e y  m a y  o m it th e  

h o u r o f P rim e  a n d  ch o o se  fro m  a m o ng  th e  th ree o th e r little  h o u rs  o n e  th a t b e s t 

su its  th e  tim e  o f d a y , a lw a ys w itho u t p re ju d ice  to  th e  d isp os itio n s  o f A rtic le s  9 5  

a n d  9 6  o f th e  Constitution.

W e  m a ke  th is  co n ce ss io n  w ith s tro ng  co n fid en ce  th a t th is  w ill n o t d e tra c t in  a n y  

w a y  fro m th e  p ie ty  o f th e  c le rg y , b u t ra the r th a t in  d ilig e n tly  ca rry in g o u t th e  

d u ties  o f th e ir p rie s tly  o ffice  fo r th e  lo ve  o f G o d , th e y  m a y  fe e l m o re  c lo se ly  

u n ite d  to  G o d  th ro ug h o u t th e  d a y .

VII.

S till re g a rd in g  th e  D iv in e  O ffice , w e  o rd a in  th a t b ish o p s m a y  fo r  ju s t a n d  w e ll-  

co n s id e re d  re a so n s  d ispe n se  th e ir o w n  su b je c ts  w h o lly  o r in  p a rt fro m  th e  

o b liga tio n  o f re c iting  it, o r su b s titu te  a n o the r p io us  p rac tice  fo r it (Constitution, 
A rtic le  9 7 ).

V III.

S till re g a rd in g  th e  D iv in e  O ffice , w e  d e s ire  th a t th o se  m e m be rs o f in s titu te s  o f 

p e rfe c tio n  w h o , a cco rd in g  to  th e ir co n s titu tio n s , re c ite  so m e  p a rt o f th e  D iv in e  

O ffice , o r so m e  " little  o ffice ," p ro v id e d  th is  is  d ra w n  u p  o n  th e  p a tte rn  o f th e  

D iv in e  O ffice a n d  re g u la rly  a p p ro ve d , a re  to  b e  co n s id e re d  a s  ta k in g  p a rt in th e  

p u b lic  p ra ye r o f th e  C h u rch  (Constitution, A rtic le  9 8 ).

IX .

S in ce  a cco rd ing  to  A rtic le  1 0 1 o f th e  C o n s titu tio n  th o se  w h o a re  o b lig e d  to  

re c ite  th e  D iv in e  O ffice  m a y  in  va rio u s  w a ys  b e  p e rm itte d  to  u se  th e  ve rna cu la r  



in s te ad  o f L a tin , w e  d e e m  it p ro pe r to  sp e c ify  th a t th e  va rio u s  ve rs io n s  p ro po se d  

b y  th e  co m p e te n t te rrito ria l b ish o p 's  co n fe re n ce  m u s t a lw a ys  b e  re v ie w e d  a n d  

a p p ro ve d b y  th e  H o ly  S e e .

W e  o rd e r th a t th is  p rac tice  a lw a ys b e  o b se rve d  w h e n eve r a  litu rg ica l L a tin  te x t is  

tran s la te d in to th e  ve rn a cu la r o n  b e ha lf o f th e  te rrito ria l a u th o rity .

X.

S ince  in  a cco rd  w ith  A rtic le  2 2 , p a ra g rap h  2 , th e  d ire c tion o f th e  litu rg y  w ith in  

g e o g ra p h ica l lim its  co m e s  w ith in  th e  co m pe te n ce o f th e  le g itim a te ly  co n s titu te d  

te rr ito ria l e p isco p a l co n fe re n ce s o f va rio u s  k in d s , w e  e s ta b lish  th a t th e  te rm  

"te rrito ria l" b e  u n d e rs to o d  a s  m e a n ing  n a tio n a l.

In  a d d itio n  to  th e  re s id e n tia l b ish o p s , a ll w h o  a re  m e ntio ne d in  C a n o n  2 9 2  o f th e  

C o d e  o f C a n o n  L a w  m a y  p a rtic ip a te  in  th e se n a tion a l co n fe re nce s , w ith  th e  r ig h t 

to  vo te .

In  a d d itio n , co a d ju to r a n d  a u x ilia ry b ish o p s  m a y  a lso  b e  ca lle d  to  th e se  

co n fe re nce s .

In  th e se  co n fe re n ce s , le g itim a te a p p ro va l o f d e c re es  re q u ire s  tw o -th ird s  

m a jo rity , w ith  th e  vo tin g se c re t.

XI

F in a lly , w e  w ish  to  e m p h a s ize  th a t-b e yo nd  w h a t w e  in  th is  a p o s to lic le tte r  o n  

litu rg ica l m a tte rs h a ve  e ith e r ch a n g e d  o r h a ve  o rd e re d ca rrie d  o u t a t th e  

e s ta b lish ed  tim e -re g u la tio n  o f th e  litu rg y co m e s  so le ly  w ith in  th e  a u tho rity  o f th e  

C h u rch : th a t is , o f th is  A p o s to lic  S e e  a n d , in  a cco rd a n ce  w ith  th e  la w , o f th e  

b ish o p . C o n seq u e n tly , a b so lu te ly  n o  o n e  e lse , n o t e ve n  a  p rie s t, ca n o n  h is  o w n  

in itia tive  a d d  o r su b trac t o r ch a n g e  a n y th in g  in litu rg ica l m a tte rs  (Constitution, 
A rtic le  2 2 , p a ra g ra p hs  1 a n d  3 ).

W e  o rd a in  th a t a ll w e  h a ve  e s ta b lish e d w ith  th is  m o tu  p ro p rio  sh o u ld  re m a in  

va lid , a n d  in  fo rce , e ve ry th ing to  th e  co n tra ry  n o tw ith s ta nd in g .

G ive n  in R o m e, a t S t. P e te r's , Ja n u ary  2 5 , 1 9 6 4 , th e  fe a s t o f th e  C o n ve rs ion  o f 

S t. P a u l th e A p o stle , in  th e  firs t ye a r o f o u r P o n tifica te .


