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IN T R O D U C T IO N

1 . T h is  S a cre d  C o u n c il h a s  se ve ra l a im s  in  v ie w : it d e s ire s  to im p a rt a n  e ve r  

in c re a s in g  v ig o r to  th e  C h ris tia n life  o f th e  fa ith fu l; to  a d ap t m o re  su itab ly  to  th e  

n e e ds  o f o u r o w n  tim e s th o se in s titu tio n s  w h ich  a re  su b jec t to  ch a n ge ; to  fo s te r 

w h a te ve r ca n  p rom o te  u n io n  a m o n g  a ll w h o  b e lie ve in  C h ris t; to  s tre ng th e n  

w h a te ve r ca n  h e lp  to  ca ll th e  w h o le  o f m a n k ind  in to  th e  h o u se h o ld o f th e  

C h u rch . T h e  C o u n c il th e re fo re  se e s  p a rticu la rly  co g e n t re a son s  fo r u n d erta k ing  

th e  re fo rm  a n d  p ro m o tio n  o f th e  L itu rg y .

2 . F o r th e  L itu rg y , "th ro u g h  w h ich  th e  w o rk  o f o u r re d e m ptio n  is  a cco m p lish e d '',!  

m o st o f a ll in  th e  D iv in e  S a crifice  o f th e  E u ch aris t, is  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  m e a n s  

w h e re b y  th e  fa ith fu l m a y  e xp ress  in  th e ir live s , a n d  m a n ife s t to  o th e rs , th e  

m ys te ry  o f C h ris t a n d  th e  re a l n a tu re  o f th e  tru e  C h u rch . It is  o f th e  e sse n ce  o f 

th e  C h u rch  th a t sh e  b e  b o th  h u m a n  a n d  d iv in e , v is ib le  a n d  ye t in v is ib ly  e q u ip pe d , 

e a g e r to  a c t a n d  ye t in te n t o n  co n te m p la tion , p rese n t in  th is  w o rld  a n d  ye t n o t a t 

h o m e  in it; a n d  sh e  is  a ll th e se  th in g s in  su ch  w ise  th a t in  h e r th e  h u m an  is  

d ire c te d  a n d  su b o rd in a te d  to  th e  d iv in e , th e  v is ib le  like w ise  to  th e  in v is ib le , a c tion  

to  co n te m p la tion , a n d  th is  p rese n t w o rld  to  th a t C ity  ye t to  co m e, w h ich  w e  

se e k2 . W h ile  th e  L itu rg y  d a ily  b u ild s  u p  th o se  w h o  a re  w ith in  in to  a  H o ly  T e m p le  

o f th e  L o rd , in to  a  d w e llin g  p la ce  fo r G o d  in  th e  S p irits , to  th e  m a tu re  m e a su re  o f 



th e  fu lln e ss  o f C h h s t4 , a t th e  sa m e  tim e  it m a rve lo u s ly s tre ng th e n s  th e ir p o w er to  

p re ach  C h ris t, a n d  th u s  sh o w s  fo rth  th e  C h u rch  to  th o se  w h o  a re  o u ts id e  a s  a  

s ig n  lifte d  u p  a m o ng  th e  n a tio n s5  u n d e r w h ich  th e  sca tte re d  ch ild re n  o f G o d  m a y  

b e  g a th e re d  to g e the r6 , u n til th e re  is o n e  sh e e p fo ld  a n d  o n e  S h ep h e rd ? .

3 . W h e re fo re  th e  S a cre d  C o u n c il ju d g e s  th a t th e  fo llo w in g  p rin c ip le s co n ce rn in g  

th e  p ro m o tio n  a n d  re fo rm  o f th e  L itu rgy  sh o u ld  b e ca lle d  to  m in d , a n d  th a t 

p ra c tica l n o rm s  sh o u ld  b e  e s ta b lish e d .

A m on g  th e se  p rin c ip les  a n d  n o rm s  th e re  a re  so m e  w h ich  ca n  a n d sh o u ld  b e  

a p p lie d  b o th  to  th e  R o m an  r ite  a n d  a lso  to  a ll th e  o th e r r ite s . T h e  p ra c tica l n o rm s  

w h ich  fo llo w , h o w eve r, sh o u ld b e  ta ke n  a s  a p p ly in g  o n ly  to  th e  R o m an  r ite , 

e xce p t fo r th o se  w h ich , in  th e  ve ry  n a tu re  o f th in g s, a ffec t o th e r r ite s  a s  w e ll.

4 . L a s tly , in  fa ith fu l o b e d ie n ce  to  T ra d itio n , th e  S a cre d  C o u n c il d e c la re s  th a t 

h o ly  M o the r C h u rch  h o ld s  a ll la w fu lly  a ckn o w le d g e d r ite s  to  b e  o f e q u a l r ig h t a n d  

d ig n ity ; th a t sh e  w ish e s  to  p rese rve th em  in  th e  fu tu re  a n d  to  fo s te r th em  in  

e ve ry  w a y . T h e  C o u n c il a lso  d e s ire s  th a t, w h e re  n e ce ssa ry , th e  r ites  b e  re v ised  

ca re fu lly in  th e  lig h t o f so u n d  tra d itio n , a n d  th a t th e y  b e  g ive n  n e w  v ig o r to  m e e t 

th e  c ircu m s ta n ce s  a n d  n e e ds  o f m o d em  tim es .

CHAPTER I - General Principles for the Restoration and Promotion of the 

Sacred Liturgy

1 . T h e  N a tu re  o f th e  S a cred  L itu rgy  a n d  Its Im p orta nce  in  th e C h u rch 's  L ife

5 . G o d  w h o  "w ills  th a t a ll m e n  b e  sa ve d  a n d  co m e  to  th e  kn o w led g e  o f th e  tru th " 

(I T im  2 :4 ), "w h o  in  m a n y  a n d  va rio u s  w a ys  sp o ke  in  tim e s  p a s t to  th e  fa th e rs  b y  

th e  p ro p h e ts " (H e b  1 :1 ), w h e n  th e  fu llne ss  o f tim e  h a d  co m e  se n t H is  S o n , th e  

W o rd  m a d e  F e sh , a n o in te d  b y  th e  H o ly  S p irit, to  p re ach  th e  th e  G o sp e l to  th e  

p o o r, to  h e a l th e  co n trite  o f h e a rt8 , to  b e  a  "b od ily  a n d  sp ir itua l m e d ic in e "9 , th e  

M e d ia to r b e tw e e n  G o d  a n d  m a n 10 . F o r H is  h u m a n ity , u n ited  w ith  th e  P e rso n  o f 

th e  W o rd , w a s  th e  in s tru m e n t o f o u r sa lva tio n . T h e re fo re  in  C h ris t "the  p e rfe c t 

a ch ie ve m e n t o f o u r re co nc ilia tio n  ca m e  fo rth , a n d  th e  fu lln e ss  o f d iv in e  w o rsh ip  

w a s  g ive n  to  u s"1 1 .

T h e  w o nd e rfu l w o rks  o f G o d  a m o n g  th e  p e o p le  o f th e  O ld  T e s tam e n t w e re  b u t a  

p re lu d e  to  th e  w o rk  o f C h ris t th e  L o rd in  re d e e m in g  m a n k ind  a n d  g iv in g  p e rfe c t 

g lo ry  to  G o d . H e  a ch ie ve d  H is  ta sk  p rinc ip a lly  b y  th e  P a sch a l M ys te ry  o f H is  

b le ssed  p a ss io n  a n d  re su rre c tio n  from  th e  d e a d , a n d  th e  g lo rio u s  a sce n s io n , 

w h e re b y  "d y ing , h e  d e s tro ye d  o u r d e a th  a n d , r is ing , h e  re s to re d  o u r life "1 2 . F o r it 

w a s  fro m  th e  s id e  o f C h ris t a s  H e  s le p t th e  s le e p  o f d e a th  u p o n  th e  c ro ss  th a t 

th e re  ca m e  fo rth  "th e  w o n d ro u s  S a cram e n t o f th e  w h o le  C h u rch "1 3 .

6 . Ju s t a s  C h ris t w a s  se n t b y  th e  F a th e r, so  a lso  H e  se n t th e  a p o s tle s , fille d  w ith  

th e  H o ly  S p irit. T h is  H e  d id  th a t, b y  p re a ch in g  th e  g o sp e l to  e ve ry  c re a tu re 1 4 ,  

th e y  m ig h t p ro c la im  th a t th e  S o n  o f G o d , b y  H is  d e a th  a n d  re su rre c tio n , h a d  



fre ed  u s  fro m  th e  p o w er  o f S a tan 1 5  a n d  fro m  d e a th , a n d  b ro u g h t u s  in to  th e  

k in g d o m  o f H is  F a th e r. H is  p u rp o se  a lso  w a s  th a t th e y  m ig h t a cco m p lish  th e  

w o rk  o f sa lva tio n  w h ich  th e y  h a d  p ro c la im e d , b y  m e a n s  o f sa c rifice  a n d  

sa c ram e n ts , a ro un d  w h ich  th e  e n tire  litu rg ica l life  re vo lve s . T h u s  b y  b a p tism  m e n  

a re  p lu n g e d in to  th e  P a scha l M ys te ry  o f C h ris t: th e y  d ie  w ith  H im , a re  b u rie d  w ith  

H im , a n d  r ise  w ith  H im  1 6 ; th e y  re ce ive  th e  sp ir it o f a d o p tio n  a s  so n s  " in  w h ich  w e  

c ry : A b b a , F a the r" (R o m  8 :1 5 ), a n d  th u s  b e com e  true  a d o re rs  w h o m  th e  F a th e r 

se e ks1 7 . In like  m a n n e r, a s  o fte n  a s  th e y  e a t th e  S u p p e r o f th e  L o rd  th e y  

p roc la im  th e  d e a th  o f th e  L o rd  u n til H e  co m e s i 8 . F o r th a t re aso n , o n  th e  ve ry  

d a y  o f P e n te cos t, w h e n  th e  C h u rch  a p p e a red  b e fo re  th e  w o rld , "th o se  w h o  

re ce ive d  th e  w o rd " o f P e te r "w e re  b a p tize d ."  A n d  "th e y  co n tinu e d  s te a d fa s tly  in  

th e  te a ch in g  o f th e  a p o s tle s  a n d  in  th e  co m m u n io n  o f th e  b rea k in g  o f b rea d  a n d  

in  p ra yers  ... p ra is in g  G o d  a n d  b e in g in  fa vo r  w ith  a ll th e  p e o p le " (A c ts  2 :4 1 -4 7 ). 

F ro m  th a t tim e  o n w ard s  th e  C h u rch  h a s  n e ver  fa ile d  to  co m e  to g e th e r  to  

ce le b ra te  th e  p a sch a l m ys te ry : re a d in g  th o se  th in g s  "w h ich  w e re  in  a ll th e  

sc rip tu re s  co n ce rn in g  H im " (L k  2 4 :2 7 ), ce le b ra tin g  th e  E u ch aris t in  w h ich  "th e  

v ic to ry  a n d  tr iu m ph  o f H is  d e a th  a re  a g a in  m a d e  p rese n t"1 9 , a n d  a t th e  sa m e  

tim e  g iv in g  th a nks  "to  G o d  fo r H is  u n sp e a ka b le  g ift" (II C o r 9 :1 5 ) in  C h ris t Je su s , 

" in  p ra ise  o f H is  g lo ry " (E p h 1 :12 ), th ro ug h  th e  p o w er o f th e  H o ly  S p irit.

7 . T o  a cco m p lish  so  g re a t a  w o rk , C h ris t is  a lw a ys  p rese n t in H is  C h u rch , 

e sp ec ia lly  in  h e r litu rg ica l ce le b ra tio n s . H e  is  p re sen t in  th e  S a crifice  o f th e  M a ss , 

n o t o n ly  in  th e  p e rson  o f H is  m in is te r, "th e  sa m e  n o w  o ffe rin g , th ro u g h  th e  

m in is try  o f p rie s ts , w h o  fo rm e rly  o ffe re d  H im se lf o n  th e  c ro ss "2 0 ) b u t e sp ec ia lly  

u n d e r th e  E u cha ris tic  sp e c ies . B y  H is  p o w er H e  is p rese n t in  th e  sa c ram e n ts , so  

th a t w h e n  a  m a n  b a p tize s  it is  re a lly  C h ris t H im se lf w h o  b a p tizes2 1 . H e  is  

p rese n t in H is  w o rd , s in ce  it is H e  H im se lf w h o  sp e a ks  w h e n  th e  H o ly  S crip tu re s  

a re  re a d  in  th e  C h u rch . H e  is p re se n t, la s tly , w h e n  th e  C h u rch  p ra ys  a n d  s in g s , 

fo r H e  p ro m ise d : "W h ere  tw o  o r th ree  a re  g a the red  to g e th e r in  m y  n a m e , th e re  

a m  I in  th e  m id s t o f th e m " (M t 1 8 :2 0 ).

C h ris t in d e ed  a lw a ys  a sso c ia te s th e  C h u rch  w ith  H im se lf in  th is g re a t w o rk  

w h e re in  G o d  is  p e rfec tly  g lo rified  a n d  m e n  a re  sa n c tifie d . T h e  C h u rch  is  H is  

b e lo ve d  B ride  w h o  ca lls  to  h e r L o rd , a n d  th ro u gh H im  o ffe rs  w o rsh ip  to  th e  

E te rn a l F a th e r.

R ig h tly , th e n , th e  L itu rgy  is  co n s id e re d  a s  a n  e xe rc ise  o f th e P rie s tly  O ffice  o f 

Je su s  C h ris t. In  th e  L itu rg y  th e  sa n c tifica tio n  o f th e  m a n  is  s ig n ifie d  b y  s ig n s  

p e rce p tib le  to  th e  se n se s , a n d is  e ffe c te d  in  a  w a y  w h ich  co rre sp on d s  w ith  e a ch  

o f th e se  s ig n s ; in  th e  L itu rgy  th e  w h o le  p u b lic  w o rsh ip  is  p e rfo rm e d  b y  th e  

M ys tica l B o d y  o f Je su s  C h ris t, th a t is , b y  th e  H e a d  a n d  H is  m e m b e rs .

F ro m  th is  it fo llo w s  th a t e ve ry  litu rg ica l ce le b ra tio n , b e ca u se it is  a n  a c tio n  o f 

C h ris t th e  P ries t a n d  o f H is B o d y  w h ich  is th e  C h u rch , is  a  sa c re d  a c tion  

su rp ass in g  a ll o th e rs ; n o  o th e r a c tion  o f th e  C h u rch  ca n  e q u a l its  e ffica cy  b y  th e  

sa m e  title a n d  to  th e  sa m e  d e g re e .



8 . In  th e  e a rth ly  L itu rg y  w e  ta ke  p a rt in  a  fo re tas te  o f th a t H e a ve n ly  L itu rgy  w h ich  

is  ce le b ra te d  in  th e  h o ly  c ity  o f Je ru sa le m  to w a rd  w h ich  w e  jo u rn e y  a s  p ilg rim s , 

w h e re  C h ris t is  s ittin g  a t th e  r ig h t h a n d  o f G o d , a  M in is te r o f th e  H o lie s  a n d  o f th e  

tru e  T a b e rn a c le2 2 ; w e  s in g  a  h ym n  to  th e  L o rd 's  g lo ry  w ith  a ll th e  w a rrio rs  o f th e  

h e a ve n ly  a rm y ; ve n e ra tin g  th e  m e m ory  o f th e  sa in ts , w e  h o p e  fo r so m e  p a rt a n d  

fe llo w sh ip  w ith  th e m ; w e  e a g e rly  a w a it th e  S a v io r, O u r L o rd  Je su s  C h ris t, u n til 

H e , o u r L ife , sh a ll a p p e a r a n d  w e  to o  w ill a p p e a r w ith  H im  in  g lo ry23 .

9 . T h e  S a cred  L itu rg y  d o es  n o t e xh a u s t th e  e n tire  a c tiv ity  o f th e  C h u rch . B e fo re  

m e n  ca n  co m e  to  th e  L itu rgy  th e y  m u st b e  ca lle d to  fa ith  a n d  to  co n ve rs io n : 

"H o w  th e n  a re  th e y  to  ca ll u p o n H im  in  w h o m  th e y  h a ve  n o t ye t b e lie ved ?  B u t 

h o w  a re  th e y  to  b e lie ve H im  w h o m  th e y  h a ve  n o t h e ard ?  A n d  h o w  a re  th e y  to  

h e a r if n o o n e  p re a che s?  A n d  h o w  a re  m e n  to  p re ach  u n le ss  th e y  b e  se n t? " 

(R o m  1 0 :1 4 -1 5 ).

T h e re fo re  th e  C h u rch  a n n ou n ces  th e  g o o d  tid in g s  o f sa lva tio n  to  th o se  w h o  d o  

n o t b e lie ve , so  th a t a ll m e n  m a y  kn o w  th e  true  G o d  a n d  Je su s  C h ris t w h o m  H e  

h a s  se n t, a n d  m a y  b e  co n ve rte d  fro m  th e ir w a ys , d o in g  p e n an ce 2 4 . T o  b e lie ve rs  

a lso  th e  C h u rch  m u st e ve r p re ach  fa ith  a n d  p e n a n ce , sh e  m u st p rep a re  th em  fo r 

th e  sa c ra m e n ts , te a ch  th em  to  o b se rve  a ll th a t C h ris t h a s  co m m a n d e d 2 5 , a n d  

in v ite  th em  to  a ll th e  w o rks  o f ch a rity , p ie ty , a n d  th e  a p os to la te . F o r a ll th e se  

w o rks  m a ke  it c le a r  th a t C h ris t's  fa ith fu l, th o u g h  n o t o f th is  w o rld , a re  to  b e  th e  

lig h t o f th e  w o rld  a n d  to  g lo rify  th e  F a the r b e fo re  m e n .

1 0 . N e ve rth e le ss  th e  L itu rg y  is  th e  su m m it to w a rd  w h ich  th e  a c tiv ity o f th e  

C h u rch  is  d ire c te d ; a t th e  sa m e  tim e  it is  th e  fo n t fro m  w h ich  a ll h e r p o w er  flo w s . 

F o r th e  a im  a n d  o b je c t o f a p o s to lic w o rks is  th a t a ll w h o  a re  m a de  so n s  o f G o d  

b y  fa ith  a n d  b a p tism sh o u ld  co m e  to g e th e r  to  p ra ise  G o d  in  th e  m id s t o f H is  

C h u rch , to  ta ke  p a rt in  th e  S a crifice , a n d  to  e a t th e  L o rd 's  S u p p e r.

T h e  litu rg y  in its  tu rn  m o ve s  th e  fa ith fu l, fille d  w ith  "th e  P a sch a l S a cra m en ts ", to  

b e  "o n e  in  h o lin e ss "2 6 ; it p ra ys  th a t "th e y  m a y  h o ld  fa s t in  th e ir live s  to  w h a t th e y  

h a ve  g ra sp e d  b y  th e ir  fa ith "2 7 ; th e  re n e w a l in  th e  E u ch a ris t o f th e  co ve n an t  

b e tw e en  th e  L o rd  a n d  m a n  d ra w s  th e  fa ith fu l in to  th e  co m p e llin g  lo ve  o f C h ris t 

a n d  se ts  th em  o n  fire . F ro m  th e  L itu rg y , th e re fo re , a n d  e sp e c ia lly  fro m  th e  

E u ch a ris t, a s  fro m  a  fo n t, g ra ce  is  p o ure d  fo rth  u p o n  u s ; a n d  th e  sa n c tifica tio n  o f 

m e n  in  C h ris t a n d  th e  g lo rifica tio n  o f G o d , to  w h ich  a ll o th e r a c tiv itie s  o f th e  

C h u rch  a re  d ire c te d  a s  to w a rd  th e ir e n d , is  a ch ie ve d  in  th e  m o st e fficac io u s  

p o ss ib le  w a y .

1 1 . B u t in  o rd e r th a t th e  L itu rgy  m a y  b e  a b le  to  p ro d u ce  its  fu ll e ffe c ts , it is  

n e ce ssa ry  th a t th e  fa ith fu l co m e  to  it w ith  p ro pe r d isp o s itio n s , th a t th e ir m in ds  

sh o u ld  b e  a ttu n e d  to  th e ir vo ice s , a n d  th a t th e y  sh o u ld  co o p era te  w ith  D iv in e  

G ra ce  le s t th e y  re ce ive  it in  va in 2 8 . P a s to rs  o f so u ls  m u st th e re fo re  re a lize  th a t, 

w h e n  th e  L itu rg y  is  ce le b ra te d , so m e th ing  m o re  is  re q u ire d  th a n  th e  m e re  



o b se rva tio n  o f th e  la w s  g o ve rn in g  va lid  a n d  lic it ce le b ra tion ; it is  th e ir d u ty  a lso  to  

in su re  th a t th e  fa ith fu l ta ke  p a rt fu lly  a w a re  o f w h a t th e y  a re  d o in g , a c tive ly  

e n g a g ed  in  th e  r ite , a n d  e n rich e d  b y  its  e ffe c ts .

1 2 . T h e  sp ir itua l life , h o w eve r, is n o t lim ite d  so le ly  to  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  th e  L itu rg y . 

T h e  C h ris tia n  is in d e e d  ca lle d  to  p ray  w ith  h is  b re th ren , b u t h e  m u st a lso  e n te r 

in to  h is  ch a m b e r to  p ra y  to  th e  F a th e r, in  se c re t2 9 ; ye t m o re , a cco rd in g  to  th e  

te a ch in g  o f th e  A p os tle , h e  sh o u ld  p ra y  w itho u t ce a s in g 3 0 . W e  le a rn  from  th e  

sa m e  A p o s tle  th a t w e  m u st a lw a ys  b e a r a b ou t in  o u r b o d y  th e  d y in g  o f Je su s , so  

th a t th e  life  a lso  o f Je su s  m a y  b e  m a de  m a n ifes t in  o u r b o d ily  fra m e 3 1 . T h is  is  

w h y  w e  a sk  th e  L o rd in  th e  S a crifice  o f th e  M a ss  th a t, "re ce iv in g  th e  o ffe rin g  o f 

th e  sp ir itua l v ic tim ", h e  m a y  fa sh io n  u s  fo r h im se lf "a s  a n  e te rn a l g ift"3 2 .

1 3 . P o p u la r d e vo tio ns  o f th e  C h ris tia n  p e o p le  a re  to  b e  h ig h ly co m m e n d e d , 

p rov id e d  th e y  a cco rd  w ith  th e  la w s  a n d  n o rm s  o f th e C h u rch , a b o ve  a ll w h e n  

th e y  a re  o rde red  b y  th e  A p os to lic  S e e .

D e vo tion s  p ro pe r to  in d iv id ua l C h u rche s  a lso  h a ve  a  sp e c ia l d ig n ity if th e y  a re  

u n d e rta ke n  b y  m a nd a te  o f th e  b ish o p s a cco rd in g  to cu s to m s  o r b o o ks  la w fu lly  

a p p rove d .

B u t th e se  d e vo tio ns  sh o u ld  b e  so  d ra w n  u p  th a t th e y  h a rm o n ize w ith  th e  

litu rg ica l se a so n s , a cco rd  w ith  th e  S a cre d  L itu rg y , a re  in  so m e  fa sh io n  d e rive d  

fro m  it, a n d  le a d  th e  p e o p le  to  it, s in ce , in  fa c t, th e  L itu rg y  b y  its  ve ry  n a tu re  fa r 

su rp a sse s a n y  o f th e m .

II. The Promotion of Liturgical Instruction and Active Participation
1 4 . M o the r C h u rch  e a rne s tly  d e s ire s  th a t a ll th e  fa ith fu l sh o u ld  b e  le d  to  th a t fu lly  

co n sc io u s , a n d  a c tive  p a rtic ip a tio n in  litu rg ica l ce le b ra tio n s  w h ich  is  d e m a nd e d  

b y  th e  ve ry  n a tu re o f th e  L itu rg y . S u ch  p a rtic ip a tio n  b y  th e  C h ris tia n  p e o p le  a s  

"a  ch o se n  ra ce , a  ro ya l p rie s th o o d , a  h o ly  n a tion , a  re d e e m e d p e o p le  (I P e t 2 :9 ; 

c f. 2 :4 -5 ), is  th e ir r ig h t a n d  d u ty  b y  re a son o f th e ir b a p tism .

In  th e  re s to ra tio n  a n d  p ro m o tio n  o f th e  S a cre d  L itu rg y , th is fu ll a n d  a c tive  

p a rtic ip a tio n  b y  a ll th e  p e o p le  is  th e  a im  to b e  co n s id e re d  b e fo re  a ll e lse ; fo r it is  

th e  p rim a ry  a n d  in d isp en sa b le so u rce  fro m  w h ich  th e  fa ith fu l a re  to  d e rive  th e  

tru e  C h ris tia n sp irit; a n d  th e re fo re  p a s to rs  o f so u ls  m u st ze a lo us ly  s trive to  

a ch ie ve  it, b y  m e a n s  o f th e  n e ce ssa ry  in s tru c tio n , in  a ll th e ir p a s to ra l w o rk .

Y e t it w o u ld  b e  fu tile  to  e n te rta in  a n y  h o p es  o f re a liz in g  th is u n le ss  th e  p a s to rs  

th e m se lve s , in  th e  firs t p la ce , b e co m e  th o ro u g h ly im b u e d  w ith  th e  sp ir it a n d  

p o w er o f th e  L itu rg y , a n d  u n d e rta ke to  g ive  in s tru c tio n  a b o u t it. A  p rim e  n e e d , 

th e re fo re , is  th a t a tte n tio n  b e  d ire c te d , firs t o f a ll, to  th e  litu rg ica l in s tru c tio n o f 

th e  c le rg y . W h e re fo re  th e  sa c re d  C o u n c il h a s  d e c id ed  to  e n a c t a s  fo llo w s :

1 5 . P ro fe sso rs  w h o  a re  a p p o in ted  to  te a ch  L itu rg y  in  se m in a rie s , re lig io u s  



h o u se s  o f s tu d y , a n d  th e o lo g ica l fa cu ltie s m u st b e  p ro p e rly  tra in e d  fo r  th e ir w o rk  

in in s titu te s  w h ich  sp e c ia lize in  th is  su b je c t.

1 6 . T h e  s tu d y  o f S a cre d  L itu rgy  is  to  b e  ra n ke d  a m o n g  th e  co m p u lso ry a n d  

m a jo r co u rse s  in  se m in a rie s a n d  re lig io n s h o u se s  o f s tu d ie s ; in  th e o lo g ica l 

fa cu ltie s  it is  to  ra nk  a m o n g  th e  p rin c ip a l co u rse s . It is  to  b e  ta u g h t u n d e r its  

th e o lo g ica l, h is to rica l, sp ir itu a l, p a s to ra l, a n d  ju rid ica l a sp e c ts . M o re o ve r, o th e r 

p ro fe sso rs , w h ile  s triv ing  to  e xp o un d  th e  m ys te ry  o f C h ris t a n d  th e  h is to ry o f 

sa lva tio n  fro m  th e  a n g le  p ro pe r to  e a ch  o f th e ir o w n  su b je c ts , m u st n e verth e le ss  

d o  so  in  a  w a y  w h ich  w ill c le a rly  b ring  o u t th e  co n n e c tio n  b e tw e en  th e ir su b je c ts  

a n d  th e  L itu rg y , a s  a lso th e  u n ity  w h ich  u n de rlie s  a ll p rie s tly  tra in in g . T h is  

co n s id e ra tio n is  e sp e c ia lly  im p o rta n t fo r p ro fe sso rs  o f d o g m a tic , sp ir itu a l, a n d  

p a s to ra l th e o lo g y  a n d  fo r  th o se  o f H o ly  S crip tu re .

1 7 . In  se m in a rie s a n d  h o u se s  o f re lig io u s , c le rics  sh a ll b e  g ive n a  litu rg ica l 

fo rm a tio n  in  th e ir sp ir itu a l life . F o r th is  th e y w ill n e e d  p ro pe r d ire c tion , so  th a t 

th e y  m a y  b e  a b le  to  u n d e rs ta n d th e  S a cre d  R ite s  a n d  ta ke  p a rt in  th e m  

w h o le h e a rte d ly ; a n d  th e y w ill a lso  n e e d  p e rso n a lly  to  ce le b ra te  th e  S a cred  

m ys te rie s , a s  w e ll a s  p o p u la r d e vo tio n s  w h ich  a re  im b u e d  w ith  th e  sp ir it o f th e  

L itu rg y . In  a d d itio n  th e y  m u st le a rn  h o w  to  o b se rve  th e litu rg ica l la w s , so  th a t life  

in  se m in a rie s a n d  h o u se s  o f re lig io u s m a y  b e  th o ro u g h ly  in flu e n ce d  b y  th e  sp ir it 

o f th e  L itu rg y .

1 8 . P rie s ts , b o th  se cu la r a n d  re lig io u s , w h o  a re  a lre ad y  w o rk in g in  th e  L o rd 's  

v in e ya rd  a re  to  b e  h e lp e d  b y  e ve ry  su ita b le  m e a n s to  u n d ers tan d  e ve r m o re  fu lly  

w h a t it is  th a t th e y  a re  d o in g w h e n  th e y  p e rfo rm  S a cre d  R ite s ; th e y  a re  to  b e  

a id e d  to  live th e  litu rg ica l life  a n d  to  sh a re  it w ith  th e  fa ith fu l e n tru s te d to  th e ir 

ca re .

1 9 . W ith  ze a l a n d  p a tien ce , p a s to rs o f so u ls  m u st p rom o te  th e  litu rg ica l 

in s tru c tio n  o f th e  fa ith fu l, a n d  a lso  th e ir a c tive  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  th e  L itu rg y  b o th  

in te rna lly a n d  e x te rn a lly , ta k in g  in to  a cco u n t th e ir a g e  a n d  co n d itio n , th e ir w a y  

o f life , a n d  s ta n da rd  o f re lig io us  cu ltu re . B y  so  d o ing , p a s to rs  w ill b e  fu lfillin g  o n e  

o f th e  ch ie f d u tie s  o f a  fa ith fu l d isp e n se r o f th e  m ys te rie s  o f G o d ; a n d  in  th is  

m a tte r th e y  m u st le a d  th e ir flo ck  n o t o n ly  in  w o rd  b u t a lso  b y  e xa m p le .

2 0 . T ra nsm iss io n s  o f th e  S a cred  R ite s b y  ra d io  a n d  te lev is ion sh a ll b e  d o n e  w ith  

d isc re tio n  a n d  d ig n ity , u n d e r th e  le a d e rsh ip  a n d  d ire c tion  o f a  su ita b le  p e rso n  

a p p o in ted  fo r  th is  o ffice b y  th e  b ish op s . T h is is  e sp e c ia lly  im p o rta n t w h e n  th e  

se rv ice to  b e  b ro ad ca s t is  th e  M a ss .

III. The Reform of the Sacred Liturgy
2 1 . In  o rd e r th a t th e  C h ris tia n  p e o p le  m a y  m o re  ce rta in ly  d e rive a n  a b u n d a n ce  

o f g ra ce s  fro m  th e  S a cred  L itu rg y , H o ly  M o the r C h u rch d e s ire s  to  u n d e rta ke  w ith  

g re a t ca re  a  g e n e ra l re s to ra tio n  o f th e  L itu rgy  itse lf. F o r th e  L itu rg y  is  m a de  u p  o f 

im m uta b le  e le m e n ts d iv in e ly in s titu te d , a n d  o f e le m e n ts  su b jec t to  ch a n g e .



T h e se n o t o n ly  m a y  b u t o u g h t to  b e  ch a n g e d  w ith  th e  p a ssa ge  o f tim e if th e y  

h a ve  su ffe re d  fro m  th e  in trus io n  o f a n y th in g  o u t o f h a rm o n y w ith  th e  in n e r n a tu re  

o f th e  L itu rgy  o r h a ve  b e co m e  u n su ite d to  it.

In  th is  re s to ra tio n , b o th  te x ts  a n d  r ite s  sh o u ld  b e  d ra w n  u p so  th a t th e y  e xp ress  

m o re  c le a rly  th e  h o ly  th in g s  w h ich  th e y  s ig n ify ; th e  C h ris tia n  p e o p le , so  fa r a s  

p o ss ib le , sh o u ld  b e e n ab le d  to  u n d ers tan d  th em  w ith  e a se  a n d  to  ta ke  p a rt in  

th e m  fu lly , a c tive ly , a n d  a s  b e fits  a  co m m u n ity .

W h e re fo re  th e  sa c re d  C o u n c il e s ta b lish e s  th e  fo llo w in g  g e n e ra l n o rm s :

A) General norms

2 2 . 1 . R e g u la tio n  o f th e  S a cre d  L itu rgy  d e p e n d s  so le ly  o n  th e a u tho rity  o f th e  

C h u rch , th a t is , o n  th e  A p o s to lic  S e e  a n d , a s  la w s  m a y  d e te rm in e , o n  th e  b ish o p .

2 . In  v irtu e  o f p o w er co n ce d e d  b y  th e  la w , th e  re gu la tio n  o f th e  L itu rg y  w ith in  

ce rta in  d e fine d  lim its  b e lon g s  a lso  to  va rio u s  k in d s  o f co m p e te n t te rrito ria l b o d ie s  

o f b ish o p s le g itim a te ly e s ta b lish e d .

3 . T h e re fo re  n o  o th e r p e rson , e ve n  if h e  b e  a  p rie s t, m a y  a d d , re m o ve , o r 

ch a n g e  a n y th in g  in  th e  L itu rgy  o n  h is  o w n  a u th o rity .

2 3 . T h a t so u n d  tra d itio n  m a y  b e  re ta in e d , a n d  ye t th e  w a y  re m a in o p e n  to  

le g itim a te  p ro g re ss, ca re fu l in ve s tig a tio n is  a lw a ys  to  b e  m a de  in to  e a ch  p a rt o f 

th e  L itu rg y  w h ich  is  to  b e  re v ised . T h is  in ve s tig a tio n  sh o u ld  b e  th e o log ica l, 

h is to rica l, a n d  p a s to ra l. A lso  th e  g e ne ra l la w s  g o ve rn in g  th e  s tru c tu re  a n d  

m e a n in g  o f th e  L itu rgy  m u st b e  s tu d ie d in  co n jun c tio n  w ith  th e  e xp e rie n ce  

d e rive d  fro m  re ce n t litu rg ica l re fo rm s  a n d  fro m  th e  in d u its  co n ce d ed to  va rio u s  

p la ce s . F in a lly , th e re  m u st b e  n o  in n ova tio ns  u n le ss th e  g o o d  o f th e  C h u rch  

g e n u in e ly  a n d  ce rta in ly  re q u ire s  th em ; a n d  ca re  m u st b e  ta ke n  th a t a n y  n e w  

fo rm s  a d o p te d  sh o u ld  in  so m e w a y  g ro w  o rg an ica lly  fro m  fo rm s  a lre a d y  e x is tin g .

A s  fa r a s  p o ss ib le , n o ta b le  d iffe ren ce s b e tw e e n  th e  r ite s  u se d in  a d jace n t 

re g io n s  m u st b e  ca re fu lly  a vo id e d .

2 4 . S a cre d  S crip tu re  is  o f th e  g re a te s t im p o rtan ce  in  th e  ce le b ra tio n o f th e  

L itu rg y . F o r it is  fro m  S crip tu re  th a t le sso n s  a re  re ad a n d  e xp la ine d  in  th e  h o m ily , 

a n d  P sa lm s  a re  su n g ; th e  p ra ye rs , co lle c ts , a n d  litu rg ica l so n g s  a re  sc rip tu ra l in  

th e ir in sp ira tio n a n d  th e ir fo rce , a n d  it is  fro m  th e  S crip tu re s  th a t a c tion s  a n d  

s ig n s  d e rive  th e ir m e a n in g . T h u s  to  a ch ie ve  th e  re s to ra tion , p ro gre ss , a n d  

a d a p ta tio n  o f th e  S a cred  L itu rg y , it is  e sse n tia l to  p rom o te  th a t w a rm  a n d  liv in g  

lo ve  fo r S crip tu re  to  w h ich  th e ve n e ra b le  tra d itio n  o f b o th E a s te rn  a n d  W e ste rn  

r ite s  g ive s  te s tim o n y .

2 5 . T h e  litu rg ica l b o o ks  a re  to  b e  re v ise d  a s  so o n  a s  p o ss ib le ; e xp e rts  a re  to  b e  



e m p lo ye d  o n  th e  ta sk , a n d  b ish o ps  a re  to  b e  co n su lte d , fro m  va rio u s  p a rts  o f th e  

w o rld .

B) Norms drawn from the hierarchic and communal nature of the Liturgy

2 6 . L itu rg ica l se rv ice s  a re  n o t p riva te  fu n c tio n s , b u t a re  ce le b ra tio n s  o f th e  

C h u rch , w h ich  is  th e  "sa c ram e n t o f u n ity ", n a m e ly , th e  h o ly  p e o p le  u n ite d  a n d  

o rd e re d  u n d e r th e ir b ish o p s .3 3

T h e re fo re litu rg ica l se rv ice s  p e rta in  to  th e  w h o le  B o d y  o f th e C h u rch ; th e y  

m a n ife s t it a n d  h a ve  e ffe c ts  u p o n  it; b u t th e y  co n cern th e  in d iv id u a l m e m be rs  o f 

th e  C h u rch  in  d iffe re n t w a ys , a cco rd in g to  th e ir d iffe rin g  ra n k , o ffice , a n d  a c tu a l 

p a rtic ip a tio n .

2 7 . It is  to  b e  s tre sse d  th a t w h e n e ver r ite s , a cco rd in g  to  th e ir sp e c ific  n a tu re , 

m a ke  p ro v is io n  fo r co m m u n a l ce le b ra tio n  in vo lv in g th e  p re sen ce  a n d  a c tu a l 

p a rtic ip a tio n  o f th e  fa ith fu l, th is  w a y o f ce le b ra tin g  th e m  is  to  b e  p re fe rre d , so  fa r 

a s  p o ss ib le , to a  ce le b ra tio n  th a t is in d iv idu a l a n d  q u as i-p riva te .

T h is  a p p lie s  w ith  e sp e c ia l fo rce  to  th e  ce le b ra tio n  o f M a ss  a n d th e  

a d m in is tra tion  o f th e  sa c ra m e n ts , e ve n  th o u g h  e ve ry  M a ss  h a s  o f itse lf a  p u b lic  

a n d  so c ia l n a tu re .

2 8 . In litu rg ica l ce le b ra tio ns  e a ch  p e rson , m in is te r  o r la ym a n , w h o  h a s  a n  o ffice  

to  p e rfo rm , sh o u ld  d o  a ll o f, b u t o n ly , th o se  p a rts  w h ich  p e rta in  to  h is  o ffice  b y  th e  

n a tu re  o f th e  r ite  a n d th e  p rin c ip les  o f L itu rg y .

2 9 . S e rve rs , le c to rs  co m m e nta to rs , a n d  m e m b e rs  o f th e  ch o ir a lso e xe rc ise  a  

g e n u ine  litu rg ica l fu n c tio n . T h e y  o u g h t, th e re fo re , to  d isch a rg e  th e ir o ffice  w ith  

th e  s in ce re  p ie ty  a n d  d e co ru m d e m a n d e d  b y  so  e xa lte d  a  m in is try  a n d  r ig h tly  

e xp e c te d  o f th em  b y  G o d 's  p e o p le .

C o n seq u e n tly  th e y  m u st a ll b e  d e e p ly  im b u e d  w ith  th e  sp ir it o f th e  L itu rg y , e a ch  

in  h is  o w n  m e a su re , a n d  th e y  m u st b e  tra in e d to  p e rfo rm  th e ir fu n c tio n s in  a  

co rre c t a n d  o rd e rly  m a n n e r.

3 0 . T o  p rom o te  a c tive  p a rtic ip a tion , th e  p e o p le  sh o u ld  b e  e n co ura ge d to  ta ke  

p a rt b y  m e a n s  o f a cc la m a tio n s , re sp o n se s , p sa lm od y , a n tiph o n s , a n d  so n g s , a s  

w e ll a s  b y  a c tio n s, g e s tu re s , a n d  b o d ily  a ttitu d e s . A n d  a t th e  p ro pe r tim e s  a ll 

sh o u ld  o b serve  a  re ve re n t s ile n ce .

3 1 . T h e  re v is io n  o f th e  litu rg ica l b o o ks  m u st ca re fu lly  a tte nd to  th e  p ro v is io n  o f 

ru b rics  a lso  fo r  th e  p e o p le 's  p a rts .

3 2 . T h e  L itu rg y  m a ke s  d is tin c tio n s  b e tw e en  p e rson s  a cco rd in g to  th e ir litu rg ica l 

fu n c tio n  a n d  S a cre d  O rd ers , a n d  th e re  a re  litu rg ica l la w s  p rov id in g  fo r d u e  



h o n o rs  to  b e  g ive n  to  c iv il a u th o ritie s . A p a rt fro m  th e se  in s ta n ce s , n o  sp e c ia l 

h o n o rs  a re to  b e  p a id  in  th e  L itu rg y  to  a n y  p riva te  p e rso n s  o r c la sses  o f 

p e rso ns , w h e the r in  th e  ce re m on ie s  o r b y  e x te rn a l d isp la y .

C) Norms based upon the didactic and pastoral nature of the Liturgy

3 3 . A lth o u g h  th e  S a cred  L itu rg y  is  a b o ve  a ll th in g s  th e  w o rsh ip  o f th e  D iv in e  

M a je s ty , it like w ise  co n ta in s  m u ch  in s truc tio n  fo r th e  fa ith fu l3 4 . F o r in  th e  L itu rg y  

G o d  sp e a ks  to  H is  p e o p le  a n d  C h ris t is  s till p ro c la im in g  H is  G o sp e l. A n d  th e  

p e o p le  re p ly  to  G o d  b o th  b y  so n g  a n d  p ra ye r.

M o reo ve r, th e  p ra yers  a d dre sse d  to  G o d  b y  th e  p rie s t w h o  p re s id e s o ve r th e  

a sse m b ly  in  th e  P e rso n  o f C h ris t a re  sa id  in  th e  n a m e o f th e  e n tire  h o ly  p e o p le  

a n d  o f a ll p re se n t. A n d  th e  v is ib le s ig n s  u se d  b y  th e  L itu rgy  to  s ig n ify  in v is ib le  

d iv in e  th in gs  h a ve  b e e n  ch o se n  b y  C h ris t o r th e  C h u rch . T h u s  n o t o n ly  w h e n  

th in g s  a re  re a d  "w h ich  w e re  w ritten  fo r o u r in s tru c tio n " (R o m  1 5 :4 ), b u t a lso  w h e n  

th e  C h u rch  p ra ys  o r s in g s  o r a c ts , th e  fa ith  o f th o se  ta k in g  p a rt is  n o u rish e d  a n d  

th e ir m in d s  a re  ra ise d  to  G o d , so  th a t th e y  m a y  o ffe r H im  th e ir ra tio n a l se rv ice  

a n d  m o re  a b u n d a n tly  re ce ive  H is  G ra ce .

W h e re fo re , in  th e  re v is io n  o f th e  L itu rg y , th e  fo llo w in g  g e n e ra l n o rm s  sh o u ld  b e  

o b se rved :

3 4 . T h e  r ite s  sh o u ld  b e  d is tin gu ish e d  b y  a  n o b le  s im p lic ity ; th e y  sh o u ld  b e  sh o rt, 

c le a r, a n d  u n e ncu m b e red  b y  u se le ss  re p e titio n s ; th e y  sh o u ld  b e  w ith in  th e  

p e o p le 's  p o w e rs  o f co m p re h e n s io n , a n d n o rm a lly  sh o u ld  n o t re q u ire  m u ch  

e xp la n a tion .

3 5 . T h a t th e  in tim a te  co n n ec tio n  b e tw e en  w o rds  a n d  r ite s  m a y b e  a p p a re n t in  

th e  L itu rg y :

1 ) In  sa c re d  ce le b ra tio n s  th e re is  to  b e  m o re  re a d in g  fro m  H o ly  S crip tu re , a n d  it 

is  to  b e  m o re va ried  a n d  su ita b le .

2 ) B e ca u se  th e  se rm o n  is p a rt o f th e  litu rg ica l se rv ice , th e b e s t p la ce  fo r it is  to  

b e  in d ica te d  e ve n  in  th e  ru b rics , a s fa r a s  th e  n a tu re  o f th e  r ite  w ill a llo w ; th e  

m in is try  o f p re a ch in g is  to  b e  fu lfilled  w ith  e xa c titu d e  a n d  fid e lity . T h e  se rm o n , 

m o reo ve r, sh o u ld  d ra w  its  co n te n t m a in ly  fro m  sc rip tu ra l a n d litu rg ica l so u rces , 

a n d  its  ch a ra c te r sh o u ld  b e  th a t o f a  p ro c la m a tio n o f G o d 's  w o nd e rfu l w o rks  in  

th e  h is to ry  o f sa lva tio n , th e  M ys te ry o f C h ris t, e ve r m a d e  p rese n t a n d  a c tive  

w ith in  u s , e sp ec ia lly in  th e  ce le b ra tio n  o f th e  L itu rg y .

3 ) In s truc tio n  w h ich  is  m o re  e xp lic itly litu rg ica l sh o u ld  a lso b e  g ive n  in  a  va rie ty  

o f w a ys ; if n e ce ssa ry , sh o rt d ire c tive s to  b e  sp o ke n  b y  th e  p rie s t o r p ro pe r  

m in is te r sh o u ld  b e  p ro v id e d w ith in  th e  r ite s  th e m se lve s . B u t th e y  sh o u ld  o ccu r 

o n ly  a t th e m o re  su ita b le  m o m e n ts , a n d  b e  in  p re sc rib e d  o r s im ila r w o rd s .



4 ) B ib le  se rv ice s  sh o u ld  b e  e n co u ra g e d , e sp ec ia lly  o n  th e  v ig ils o f th e  m o re  

so le m n  fe a s ts , o n  so m e  w e e kd a ys in  A d ve n t a n d  L e n t, a n d  o n  S u n d ays  a n d  

fe a s t d a ys . T h e y  a re  p a rticu la rly  to  b e  co m m en d ed in  p la ce s  w h e re  n o  p ries t is  

a va ila b le ; w h e n  th is  is  so , a  d e a con o r so m e  o th e r p e rso n  a u th o rize d  b y  th e  

b ish o p  sh o u ld  p res id e o ve r th e  ce le b ra tio n .

3 6 . 1 . P a rticu la r la w  re m a in in g  in  fo rce , th e  u se  o f th e  L a tin la n g u a g e is  to  b e  

p re se rve d  in  th e  L a tin  r ite s .

2 . B u t s in ce  th e  u se  o f th e  m o the r to n g u e , w h e the r in  th e  M a ss , th e  

a d m in is tra tion  o f th e  sa c ra m e n ts , o r o th e r p a rts  o f th e  L itu rg y , fre q u en tly  m a y  b e  

o f g re a t a d va n ta ge  to  th e  p e o p le , th e  lim its o f its  e m p lo ym en t m a y  b e  e x te n de d . 

T h is  w ill a p p ly  in  th e  firs t p la ce  to  th e  re a d in g s  a n d  d ire c tive s , a n d  to  so m e  o f th e  

p ra ye rs a n d  ch a n ts , a cco rd in g  to  th e  re g u la tio ns  o n  th is  m a tte r  to  b e la id  d o w n  

se p a ra te ly in  su b se qu e n t ch a p te rs .

3 . T h e se  n o rm s  b e in g  o b se rve d , it is  fo r th e  co m p e ten t te rrito ria l e cc les ia s tica l  

a u tho rity  m e ntio n ed  in  A rt. 2 2 , 2 , to  d e c id e  w h e the r, a n d  to  w h a t e x ten t, th e  

ve rn a cu la r la n g u a g e is  to  b e  u se d ; th e ir d e c re e s  a re  to  b e  a p p ro ve d , th a t is , 

co n firm e d , b y  th e  A p o s to lic S e e . A n d , w h e n e ver it se e m s  to  b e  ca lle d  fo r, th is  

a u tho rity is  to  co n su lt w ith  b ish o p s  o f n e ig h b o rin g  re g io n s  w h ich  h a ve th e  sa m e  

la n g u a g e .

4 . T ra ns la tio ns  fro m  th e  L a tin  te x t in to  th e  m o the r  to n g u e in te n d e d fo r u se  in  th e  

L itu rgy  m u st b e  a p p ro ve d  b y  th e  co m p e te n t te rr ito ria l e cc le s ia s tica l a u th o rity  

m e n tio n e d  a b o ve .

D) Norms for adapting the Liturgy to the culture and traditions of peoples

3 7 . E ve n  in  th e  L itu rg y , th e  C h u rch  h a s  n o  w ish  to  im p ose a  r ig id  u n ifo rm ity in  

m a tte rs  w h ich  d o  n o t im p lica te  th e  fa ith o r th e  g o o d  o f th e  w h o le  co m m u n ity ; 

ra the r d o e s  sh e  re sp ec t a n d fo s te r th e  g e n iu s  a n d  ta le n ts  o f th e  va rio u s  ra ce s  

a n d  p e op le s . A n yth in g  in  th e se  p e op le s ' w a y  o f life  w h ich  is  n o t in d isso lu b ly  

b o u n d  u p  w ith  su p e rs titio n  a n d  e rro r  sh e  s tu d ie s  w ith  sym p a th y a n d , if p o ss ib le , 

p rese rve s  in ta c t. S o m e tim e s  in  fa c t sh e  a d m its su ch  th in gs  in to  th e  L itu rgy  itse lf, 

so  lo n g  a s  th e y  h a rm o n ize w ith  its  tru e  a n d  a u th e n tic  sp ir it.

3 8 . P ro v is io n s  sh a ll a lso  b e  m a d e , w h e n  re v is in g  th e  litu rg ica l b o o ks , fo r 

le g itim a te  va ria tio n s  a n d  a d a p ta tio n s  to  d iffe re n t g ro up s , re g io ns , a n d  p e o p les , 

e sp e c ia lly  in  m iss io n la n d s , p ro v id e d th a t th e  su b s ta n tia l u n ity  o f th e  R o m an  r ite  

is  p rese rve d ; a n d th is  sh o u ld  b e  b o rn e  in  m in d  w h e n  d ra w ing  u p  th e  r ite s  a n d  

d e v is in g ru b rics .

3 9 . W ith in  th e  lim its  se t b y  th e  typ ica l e d itio ns  o f th e  litu rg ica l b o o ks , it sh a ll b e  



fo r th e  co m p e te n t te rrito ria l e cc le s ia s tica l a u tho rity  m e ntio n ed  in  A rt. 2 2 , 2 , to  

sp e c ify  a d a p ta tio n s , e sp e c ia lly in  th e  ca se  o f th e  a d m in is tra tio n o f th e  

sa c ram e n ts , th e  sa c ra m e n ta ls , p ro ce ss ion s , litu rg ica l la n gu a g e , sa c re d  m u s ic , 

a n d  th e  a rts , b u t a cco rd in g  to  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l n o rm s  la id  d o w n  in  th is  

C o n s titu tio n .

4 0 . In  so m e  p la ce s  a n d  c ircu m s tan ce s , h o w e ve r, a n  e ve n  m o re  ra d ica l 

a d a p ta tio n  o f th e  L itu rg y  is  n e e d e d , a n d  th is  e n ta ils  g rea te r d ifficu ltie s . 

W h e re fo re :

1 ) T h e  co m p e te n t te rrito ria l e cc les ia s tica l a u tho rity  m e n tion e d in  A rt. 2 2 , 2 , m u st, 

in  th is m a tte r, ca re fu lly  a n d  p ru d en tly  co n s id e r w h ich  e le m e n ts  fro m  th e  

tra d ition s  a n d  cu ltu re  o f in d iv id ua l p e o p le s  m ig h t a p p ro p ria te ly b e  a d m itte d  in to  

D iv in e  W o rsh ip . A d a p ta tio n s  w h ich  a re  ju d g ed to  b e  u se fu l o r n e ce ssa ry  sh o u ld  

w h e n  b e  su b m itte d  to  th e  A p o s to lic S e e , b y  w h o se  co n se n t th e y  m a y  b e  

in tro d uce d .

2 ) T o  e n su re  th a t a d a p ta tio n s  m a y  b e  m a de  w ith  a ll th e  c ircu m sp e c tio n w h ich  

th e y  d e m a nd , th e  A p o s to lic  S e e  w ill g ra n t p o w er  to  th is sa m e  te rr ito ria l 

e cc le s ia s tica l a u th o rity  to  p e rm it a n d  to  d ire c t, a s  th e  ca se  re q u ire s , th e  

n e ce ssa ry  p re lim in a ry  e xp erim en ts  o ve r a  d e te rm ine d  p e rio d  o f tim e  a m on g  

ce rta in  g ro u ps  su ited  fo r  th e  p u rp o se .

3 ) B e ca u se litu rg ica l la w s  o fte n in vo lve  sp e c ia l d ifficu ltie s w ith  re sp ec t to  

a d a p ta tio n , p a rticu la rly in  m iss io n la n d s , m e n w h o  a re  e xp e rts  in  th e se  m a tte rs  

m u st b e  e m p lo ye d  to  fo rm u la te th e m .

E) Promotion of Liturgical Life in Diocese and Parish

4 1 . T h e  b ish o p  is  to  b e  co n s id e re d  a s  th e  h ig h  p ries t o f h is flo ck , fro m  w h o m  th e  

life  in  C h ris t o f h is  fa ith fu l is  in  so m e w a y  d e rive d  a n d  d e p en d e n t.

T h e re fo re  a ll sh o u ld  h o ld  in  g re a t e s te e m  th e  litu rg ica l life  o f th e  d io ce se  

ce n te re d  a rou n d  th e  b ish op , e sp e c ia lly  in  h is  ca th ed ra l ch u rch ; th e y  m u st b e  

co n v in ce d  th a t th e  p re -e m in e n t m a n ife s ta tio n  o f th e  C h u rch  co n s is ts  in  th e  fu ll 

a c tive  p a rtic ip a tio n  o f a ll G o d 's  h o ly  p e o p le  in  th e se  litu rg ica l ce le b ra tio n s , 

e sp e c ia lly  in  th e  sa m e  E u ch a ris t, in  a  s in g le  p raye r, a t o n e  a lta r, a t w h ich  th e re  

p re s id e s  th e  b ish o p  su rro u n d e d  b y  h is  co lle g e  o f p rie s ts  a n d  b y  h is  m in is te rs3 5 .

4 2 . B u t b e cau se  it is im p o ss ib le  fo r th e  b ish o p  a lw a ys  a n d  e ve ryw h e re to  

p res id e  o ve r th e  w h o le  flo ck  in  h is  C h u rch , h e  ca n no t d o  o th e r th a n  e s ta b lish  

le sse r g rou p ing s  o f th e  fa ith fu l. A m o n g  th e se th e  p a rish e s , se t u p  lo ca lly  u n d e r a  

p a s to r w h o  ta ke s  th e  p la ce o f th e  b ish op , a re  th e  m o st im p orta n t: fo r in  so m e  

m a n n e r th e y re p re se n t th e  v is ib le  C h u rch  co n s titu te d  th rou g ho u t th e  w o rld .

A n d  th e re fo re  th e  litu rg ica l life  o f th e  p a rish  a n d  its  re la tio n sh ip to  th e  b ish o p  



m u st b e  fo s te re d  th e o re tica lly  a n d  p ra c tica lly  a m o n g  th e  fa ith fu l a n d  c le rg y ; 

e ffo rts  a lso  m u st b e  m a de  to  e n co ura g e a  se n se  o f co m m u n ity  w ith in  th e  p a rish , 

a b o ve  a ll in  th e  co m m on ce le b ra tio n  o f th e  S u n d a y  M a ss .

F) The Promotion of Pastoral-Liturgical Action

4 3 . Z e a l fo r  th e  p ro m o tio n  a n d  re s to ra tio n  o f th e  L itu rg y is  r ig h tly  h e ld  to  b e  a  

s ig n  o f th e  p ro v id e n tia l d isp os itio n s o f G o d  in  o u r  tim e , a s  a  m o ve m e n t o f th e  

H o ly  S p irit in H is  C h u rch . It is  to d a y  a  d is ting u ish in g  m a rk  o f th e  C h u rch 's  life , 

in d e e d o f th e  w h o le  te n o r o f co n te m p o ra ry  re lig io u s  th o u g h t a n d  a c tio n .

S o  th a t th is  p a s to ra l- litu rg ica l a c tio n  m a y  b e com e  e ve n  m o re  v ig o ro u s  in  th e  

C h u rch , th e  sa c re d C o u n c il d e c re es :

4 4 . It is  d e s ira b le  th a t th e  co m p e te n t te rr ito ria l e cc le s ias tica l a u th o rity  

m e n tio n e d  in  A rt. 2 2 , 2 , se t u p  a  litu rg ica l co m m iss io n , to  b e  a ss is te d  b y  e xp e rts  

in litu rg ica l sc ie n ce , sa c re d  m u s ic , a rt a n d  p a s to ra l p ra c tice . S o  fa r a s  p o ss ib le  

th e  co m m iss ion  sh o u ld  b e  a id e d  b y  so m e  k in d  o f In s titu te  fo r P a s to ra l L itu rg y , 

co n s is tin g  o f p e rson s  w h o  a re  e m in en t in  th e se  m a tte rs , a n d  in c lu d in g la ym e n  

a s  c ircu m s ta n ce s  su g g e s t. U n d e r  th e  d ire c tion  o f th e  a b o ve -m en tio ne d te rr ito ria l 

e cc le s ia s tica l a u th o rity  th e  co m m iss ion  is  to  re g u la te p a s to ra l- litu rg ica l a c tion  

th ro ug h o u t th e  te rrito ry , a n d  to  p ro m o te s tu d ie s  a n d  n e ce ssa ry  e xp e rim e n ts  

w h e n e ver th e re  is  q u e s tio n o f a d a p ta tio n s  to  b e  p ro p o se d  to  th e  A p os to lic  S e e .

4 5 . F o r th e  sa m e  re a so n  e ve ry  d io ce se  is  to  h a ve  a  co m m iss ion o n  th e  S a cred  

L itu rgy  u n d e r th e  d ire c tion  o f th e  b ish op , fo r p ro m o ting  th e  litu rg ica l a p os to la te .

S o m e tim e s  it m a y  b e  e xp e d ie n t th a t se ve ra l d io ce se s  sh o u ld  fo rm  b e tw e en  th e m  

o n e  s in g le  co m m iss ion w h ich  w ill b e  a b le  to  p ro m o te  th e  L itu rg y  b y  co m m on  

co n su lta tio n .

4 6 . B e s id e s th e  co m m iss ion  o n  th e  S a cre d  L itu rg y , e ve ry  d io cese , a s  fa r a s  

p o ss ib le , sh o u ld  h a ve  co m m iss io ns  fo r sa c re d  m u s ic a n d  sa c re d  a rt.

T h e se  th re e  co m m iss io ns m u st w o rk  in  c lo se s t co lla b o ra tio n ; in d e ed  it w ill o fte n  

b e  b e s t to fu se  th e  th ree  o f th e m  in to  o n e  s in g le  co m m iss io n .

CHAPTER II - The Most Sacred Mystery of the Eucharist
4 7 . A t th e  L a s t S u pp e r, o n  th e  n ig h t w h e n  H e  w a s  b e tra ye d , o u r S a v io r in s titu te d  

th e  E u ch a ris tic  sa c rifice  o f H is B o d y  a n d  B lo od . H e  d id  th is  in  o rd e r to  p e rp e tua te  

th e  sa c rifice  o f th e  C ro ss  th ro u g h o u t th e  ce n tu rie s  u n til H e  sh o u ld  co m e  a g a in , 

a n d  so  to  e n tru s t to  H is  b e lo ve d  S p ou se , th e  C h u rch , a  m e m o ria l o f H is  d e a th  

a n d  re su rre c tion : a  sa c ra m e n t o f lo ve , a  s ig n  o f u n ity , a  b o n d  o f ch a rity3 6 , a  

P a sch a l b a nq u e t in  w h ich  C h ris t is  e a te n , th e  m in d  is  fille d  w ith  g ra ce , a n d  a  

p le d g e  o f fu tu re  g lo ry is  g ive n  to  u s3 7 .



4 8 . T h e  C h u rch , th e re fo re , e a rn e s tly  d e s ire s  th a t C h ris t's  fa ith fu l, w h e n  p re sen t 

a t th is  M yste ry  o f F a ith , sh o u ld  n o t b e  th e re  a s  s tra ng e rs  o r s ile n t sp e c ta to rs ; o n  

th e  co n tra ry , th ro u gh  a  g o o d  u n de rs tan d ing  o f th e  r ite s  a n d  p ra ye rs  th e y  sh o u ld  

ta ke  p a rt in  th e  sa c re d  a c tio n  co n sc io u s  o f w h a t th e y  a re  d o ing , w ith  d e vo tio n  

a n d  fu ll co lla b o ra tio n . T h e y  sh o u ld  b e  in s truc te d  b y  G o d 's  W o rd  a n d  b e  

n o u rish e d  a t th e  ta b le  o f th e  L o rd 's  B o d y ; th e y  sh o u ld  g ive  th a nks  to  G o d ; b y  

o ffe ring  th e  Im m a cu la te  V ic tim , n o t o n ly  th ro u g h  th e  h a n d s  o f th e  p rie s t, b u t a lso  

w ith  h im , th e y  sh o u ld  le a rn  a lso  to  o ffe r th e m se lve s; th ro u g h  C h ris t th e  

M e d ia to r3 8 , th e y  sh o u ld  b e  d ra w n  d a y  b y  d a y  in to  e ve r m o re  p e rfe c t u n io n  w ith  

G o d  a n d  w ith  e a ch  o th e r, so  th a t fin a lly  G o d  m a y  b e  a ll in  a ll.

4 9 . F o r th is  re a son  th e  S a cre d  C o u n c il, h a v ing  in  m in d  th o se M a sses  w h ich  a re  

ce le b ra te d  w ith  th e  a ss is ta n ce  o f th e  fa ith fu l, e sp ec ia lly  o n  S u n da ys  a n d  fe a s ts  o f 

o b lig a tio n , h a s  m a d e  th e fo llo w in g  d e c re e s  in  o rd e r th a t th e  S a crifice  o f th e  

M a ss , e ve n  in  th e  r itua l fo rm s  o f its  ce le b ra tio n , m a y  b e co m e  p a s to ra lly  

e ffica c io u s  to  th e  fu lle s t d e g re e .

5 0 . T h e  r ite  o f th e  M a ss  is  to  b e  re v ise d  in  su ch  a  w a y  th a t th e  in tr ins ic  n a tu re  

a n d  p u rp o se  o f its  se ve ra l p a rts , a s  a lso th e  co n n ec tio n  b e tw e en  th e m , m a y  b e  

m o re  c le a rly  m a n ife s te d , a n d  th a t d e vo u t a n d  a c tive  p a rtic ip a tio n  b y  th e  fa ith fu l 

m a y b e  m o re  e a s ily  a ch ieve d .

F o r th is  p u rp o se  th e  r ite s  a re to  b e  s im p lifie d , d u e  ca re  b e in g  ta ke n  to  p rese rve  

th e ir su b s ta n ce ; e le m en ts  w h ich , w ith  th e  p a ssa g e  o f tim e , ca m e  to  b e  

d u p lica te d , o r  w e re  a d d e d  w ith  b u t little  a d va n ta g e , a re  n o w  to  b e  d isca rd e d ; 

o th e r e le m e n ts  w h ich  h a ve  su ffe re d  in ju ry  th ro u gh  a cc id e n ts  o f h is to ry  a re  n o w  

to  b e  re s to re d  to  th e  v ig o r w h ich  th e y  h a d  in th e  d a ys  o f th e  H o ly  F a th e rs , a s  

m a y  se e m  u se fu l o r n e ce ssa ry .

5 1 . T h e  tre a su re s o f th e  B ib le  a re  to  b e  o p e ne d  u p  m o re  la v ish ly , so  th a t r ich e r 

fa re  m a y  b e  p rov id e d  fo r th e  fa ith fu l a t th e  ta b le  o f G o d 's  W o rd . In  th is  w a y  a  

m o re  re p re se n ta tive p o rtio n  o f th e  H o ly  S crip tu re s  w ill b e  re a d  to  th e  p e o p le  in  

th e  co u rse  o f a  p resc rib ed  n u m b e r o f ye a rs .

5 2 . B y  m e a n s  o f th e  h o m ily  th e  M ys te rie s o f th e  F a ith  a n d  th e  g u id in g p rinc ip le s  

o f th e  C h ris tia n  life a re  e xp o u n d e d  fro m  th e  sa c re d  te x t, d u rin g  th e  co u rse  o f th e  

litu rg ica l ye a r; th e  h o m ily , th e re fo re , is  to  b e  h ig h ly  e s te em e d a s  p a rt o f th e  

L itu rg y  itse lf; in  fa c t, a t th o se  M a sse s  w h ich a re  ce le b ra te d  w ith  th e  a ss is tan ce  

o f th e  p e o p le  o n  S u n da ys  a n d fe a s ts  o f o b lig a tio n , it sh o u ld  n o t b e  o m itte d  

e xce p t fo r a  se rio u s re aso n .

5 3 . E sp e c ia lly  o n  S u n d ays  a n d  fe a s ts  o f o b liga tio n  th e re  is  to  b e  re s to re d , a fte r 

th e  G o sp e l a n d  th e  h o m ily , "th e  co m m o n  p ra ye r" o r "the  p ra ye r o f th e  fa ith fu l." B y  

th is  p ra ye r, in  w h ich  th e  p e o p le  a re  to  ta ke  p a rt, in te rce ss io n  w ill b e  m a d e  fo r 

H o ly  C h u rch , fo r  th e  c iv il a u th o ritie s , fo r  th o se  o p pre sse d  b y  va rio u s  n e e d s , fo r a ll 

m a nk in d , a n d  fo r th e  sa lva tio n  o f th e  e n tire  w o rld3 9 .



5 4 . In  M a sses  w h ich  a re  ce le b ra te d  w ith  th e  p e o p le , a  su ita b le p la ce  m a y  b e  

a llo tte d  to  th e ir m o the r to n g u e . T h is  is  to  a p p ly  in  th e  firs t p la ce  to  th e  re a d in g s  

a n d  "the  co m m on  p ra ye r," b u t a lso , a s  lo ca l co n d itio n s  m a y  w a rran t, to  th o se  

p a rts  w h ich  p e rta in  to  th e  p e o p le , a cco rd in g  to  th o  n o rm  la id  d o w n  in  A rt. 3 6  o f 

th is  C o n s titu tio n .

N e ve rth e le ss  s te p s  sh o u ld  b e  ta ke n  so  th a t th e  fa ith fu l m a y  a lso b e  a b le  to  sa y  

o r to  s in g  to g e th e r in L a tin  th o se  p a rts  o f th e  O rd ina ry  o f th e  M a ss  w h ich  p e rta in  

to  th e m .

A n d  w h e reve r a  m o re  e x te nd e d  u se  o f th e  m o the r to n g u e  w ith in th e  M a ss  

a p pe a rs  d e s irab le , th e  re g u la tio n  la id  d o w n  in  A rt. 4 0  o f th is  C o n s titu tio n  is  to  b e  

o b se rve d .

5 5 . T h a t m o re  p e rfe c t fo rm  o f p a rtic ip a tio n  in  th e  M a ss  w h e re b y th e  fa ith fu l, 

a fte r  th e  p ries t's  co m m u n io n , re ce ive  th e  L o rd 's  B o d y  from  th e  sa m e  S a crifice , is  

s tro n g ly  co m m e n d e d .

T h e  d o g m a tic  p rin c ip le s  w h ich  w e re  la id  d o w n  b y  th e  C o u n c il o f T re n t re m a in in g  

in ta c t4 0 , C o m m u n ion  u n d e r b o th  k in d s  m a y  b e  g ra n te d  w h e n  th e  b ish o p s  th in k  

fit, n o t o n ly  to  c le rics  a n d  re lig io u s , b u t a lso  to  th e  la ity , in  ca se s  to  b e  d e te rm in e d  

b y  th e  A p os to lic  S e e , a s , fo r in s ta n ce , to  th e  n e w ly  o rd a in e d  in  th e  M a ss  o f th e ir  

sa c re d  o rd in a tio n , to  th e  n e w ly  p ro fesse d  in  th e  M a ss  o f th e ir re lig io u s  

p ro fe ss io n , a n d  to  th e  n e w ly  b a p tize d  in  th e  M a ss  w h ich  fo llo w s  th e ir b a p tism .

5 6 . T h e  tw o  p a rts  w h ich , in  a  ce rta in  se n se , g o  to  m a ke  u p  th e M a ss , n a m e ly , 

th e  L itu rg y  o f th e  W o rd  a n d  th e  E u cha ris tic  L itu rg y , a re  so  c lo se ly  co n ne c ted  

w ith  e a ch  o th e r  th a t th e y  fo rm  b u t o n e s in g le  a c t o f  w o rsh ip . A cco rd in g ly  th is  

sa c re d  S yn o d  s tron g ly u rge s  p a s to rs  o f so u ls  th a t, w h e n  in s tru c tin g  th e  fa ith fu l, 

th e y in s is te n tly  te a ch  th e m  to  ta ke  th e ir p a rt in  th e  e n tire  M a ss , e sp e c ia lly  o n  

S u n d a ys  a n d  fe a s ts  o f o b lig a tio n .

5 7 . § 1 . C o n cé lé b ra tio n , w h e re b y  th e  u n ity  o f th e  p ries th o od is  a p p ro p ria te ly  

m a n ifes te d , h a s  re m a in e d  in  u se  to  th is  d a y in  th e  C h u rch  b o th  in  th e  E a s t a n d  

in  th e  W e st. F o r th is  re a so n it h a s  se e m e d  g o o d  to  th e  C o u n c il to  e x te n d  

p e rm iss io n  fo r co n cé lé b ra tio n to  th e  fo llo w in g  ca se s :

1 .

a ) o n  th e  T h u rsd a y  o f th e  L o rd 's  S u p p e r, n o t o n ly  a t th e  M a ss o f th e  C h rism , b u t 

a lso  a t th e  e ve n ing  M a ss .

b ) a t M a sses  d u rin g  co u n c ils , b ish o p s ' co n fe re n ce s , a n d  syn o d s ;

c ) a t th e  M a ss  fo r th e  b le ss ing  o f a n  a b b o t.

2 . A lso , w ith  p e rm iss io n  o f th e  o rd ina ry , to  w h o m  it b e lon g s to  d e c id e  w h e the r 

co n cé lé b ra tio n  is  o p p o rtu n e :



a ) a t co n ve n tu a l M a ss , a n d  a t th e  p rin c ip le  M a ss in  ch u rch e s w h e n  th e  n e e d s  o f 

th e  fa ith fu l d o  n o t re q u ire  th a t a ll p rie s ts a va ila b le  sh o u ld  ce le b ra te  in d iv id u a lly ;

b ) a t M a sse s  ce le b ra te d  a t a n y  k in d  o f p rie s ts ' m e e tin g s , w h e the r th e  p rie s ts  b e  

se cu la r  c le rgy  o r re lig io u s .

§ 2 .1 . T h e  re g u la tio n , h o w e ve r, o f th e  d isc ip lin e  o f co n cé lé b ra tio n in  th e  d io ce se  

p e rta in s  to  th e  b ish o p .

2 . N e ve rth e le ss , e a ch  p rie s t sh a ll a lw a ys  re ta in  h is  r ig h t to  ce le b ra te  M a ss  

in d iv id u a lly , th o u g h  n o t a t th e  sa m e  tim e  in  th e  sa m e  ch u rch  a s  a  co n ce le b ra ted  

M a ss , n o r o n  T h u rsd a y  o f th e  L o rd 's  S u p p e r.

5 8 . A  n e w  r ite  fo r co n cé lé b ra tio n is  to  b e  d raw n  u p  a n d  in se rted in to  th e  R o m an  

P o n tifica l a n d  in to  th e  R o m an  M issa l.

CHAPTER III - The Other Sacraments and the Sacramentals

5 9 . T h e  p u rp o se  o f th e  S a cra m e n ts  is  to  sa n c tify  m e n , to  b u ild u p  th e  B o d y  o f 

C h ris t, a n d , fin a lly , to  g ive  w o rsh ip  to  G o d ; b e cau se  th e y  a re  s ig n s  th e y  a lso  

in s tru c t. T h e y  n o t o n ly  p re su p po se fa ith , b u t b y  w o rd s  a n d  o b je c ts  th e y  a lso  

n o u rish , s tre n g th e n , a n d  e xp re ss  it; th a t is  w h y  th e y  a re  ca lle d  "S ac ra m en ts o f 

F a ith ". T h e y  d o  in d e ed  im p a rt g ra ce , b u t, in  a d d itio n , th e  ve ry  a c t o f ce le b ra tin g  

th e m  m o st e ffe c tive ly  d isp ose s  th e fa ith fu l to  re ce ive  th is  g ra ce  in  a  fru itfu l 

m a n ne r, to  w o rsh ip  G o d  d u ly , a n d  to  p ra c tice  ch a rity .

It is  th e re fo re  o f th e  h ig h e s t im p o rtan ce  th a t th e  fa ith fu l sh o u ld  e a s ily  u n d e rs ta n d  

th e  sa c ra m e n ta l s ig n s , a n d  sh o u ld  fre q ue n t w ith  g re a t e a ge rne ss  th o se  

S a cra m e n ts w h ich  w e re  in s titu te d  to  n o u rish  th e  C h ris tia n  life .

6 0 . H o ly  M o the r C h u rch  h a s , m o re o ve r, in s titu te d  sa c ra m e n ta ls . T h e se  a re  

sa c re d  s ig n s  w h ich  b e a r a  re se m b lan ce  to  th e  S a cra m e n ts : th e y  s ig n ify  e ffe c ts , 

p a rticu la rly  o f a  sp ir itua l k in d , w h ich a re  o b ta ine d  th ro u gh  th e  C h u rch 's  

in te rce ss io n . B y  th em  m e n  a re d isp o se d  to  re ce ive  th e  ch ie f e ffe c t o f th e  

S a cra m e n ts , a n d  va rio u s o cca s io n s  in life  a re  re n d e re d  h o ly .

6 1 . T h u s , fo r  w e ll-d isp o se d  m e m be rs  o f th e  fa ith fu l, th e  L itu rgy o f th e  

S a cra m e n ts  a n d  sa c ram e n ta ls sa n c tifies  a lm o s t e ve ry  e ve n t in  th e ir live s ; th e y  

a re  g ive n  a cce ss  to  th e  s tre a m  o f D iv in e G race  w h ich  flo w s  fro m  th e  P a sch a l 

M ys te ry  o f th e  p a ss io n , d e a th , th e  re su rre c tio n  o f C h ris t, th e  fo n t fro m  w h ich  a ll 

S a cra m e n ts a n d  sa c ra m e n ta ls d raw  th e ir p o w er. T h e re  is  h a rd ly  a n y  p ro p er u se  

o f m a te ria l th in g s  w h ich  ca n n o t th u s  b e  d ire c te d  to w a rd  th e sa n c tifica tion  o f m e n  

a n d  th e  p ra ise  o f G o d .

6 2 . W ith  th e  p a ssa g e  o f tim e , h o w eve r, th e re  h a ve  c re p t in to th e  r ites  o f th e  

S a cra m e n ts  a n d  sa c ra m en ta ls  ce rta in  fe a tu re s  w h ich  h a ve  re n d e re d  th e ir n a tu re  

a n d  p u rp o se  fa r  fro m  c le a r to th e  p e o p le  o f to da y ; h e n ce  so m e  ch a ng e s  h a ve  



b e com e  n e ce ssa ry to  a d a p t th em  to  th e  n e e ds  o f o u r o w n  tim e s . F o r th is  re a so n  

th e  S a cred  C o u n c il d e c re e s  a s  fo llo w s  co n ce rn in g  th e ir re v is io n .

6 3 . B e ca u se  o f th e  u se  o f th e  m o the r to n g u e in  th e  a d m in is tra tio n o f th e  

S a cra m e n ts  a n d  sa c ra m en te ls  ca n  o fte n  b e  o f co n s ide ra b le h e lp  to  th e  p e o p le , 

th is  u se  is  to  b e  e x te nd e d  a cco rd in g  to  th e fo llo w in g  n o rm s :

a ) T h e  ve rna cu la r la n gu a ge  m a y  b e  u se d  in  a d m in is te rin g  th e  S a cra m e n ts a n d  

sa c ra m e n te ls , a cco rd in g  to  th e  n o rm  o f A rt. 3 6 .

b ) In h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  n e w  e d itio n  o f th e  R o m an  R itu a l, p a rticu la r r itu a ls  sh a ll 

b e  p rep a re d  w ith ou t d e la y  b y  th e  co m p e te n t te rrito ria l e cc le s ia s tica l a u th o rity  

m e n tio n e d  in  A rt. 2 2 , 2 , o f th is  C o n s titu tio n . T h e se  r itu a ls , w h ich  a re  to  b e  

a d a p te d , a lso  a s  re g a rd s  th e  la n gu a g e e m p lo ye d , to  th e  n e e ds  o f th e  d iffe re n t 

re g io n s , a re  to  b e  re v iew e d b y  th e  A p os to lic  S e e  a n d  th e n  in tro d u ce d in to  th e  

re g io n s  fo r w h ich  th e y  h a ve  b e e n  p re p a re d . B u t in  d ra w in g  u p  th e se  r itu a ls o r 

p a rticu la r  co llec tio ns  o f r ite s , th e  in s tru c tio ns  p re fixe d to  th e  in d iv id ua l r ite s  th e  

R o m an  R itu a l, w h e the r th e y  b e  p a s to ra l a n d  ru b rica l o r w h e the r th e y  h a ve  

sp e c ia l so c ia l im p ort, sh a ll n o t b e  o m itte d .

6 4 . T h e  ca te ch um e n a te  fo r a d u lts , co m p ris in g  se ve ra l d is tin c t s te p s , is  to  b e  

re s to re d  a n d  to  b e ta ke n in to  u se  a t th e  d isc re tio n  o f th e  lo ca l o rd in a ry . B y  th is , 

m e a n s  th e  tim e  o f th e  ca te ch um e n a te , w h ich  is in te n de d  a s  a  p e riod o f su ita b le  

in s tru c tio n , m a y  b e  sa n c tifie d  b y  sa c re d  r ite s  to b e  ce le b ra te d  a t su cce ss ive  

in te rva ls  o f tim e .

6 5 . In  m iss io n la n d s  it is  fo u nd  th a t so m e  o f th e  p e o p le s  a lre a d y m a ke  u se  o f 

in itia tio n  r ite s . E le m e n ts  fro m  th ese , w h e n  ca p a b le o f b e in g  a d a p te d  to  C h ris tian  

r itua l, m a y  b e  a d m itte d  a lo n g  w ith th o se  a lre a d y  fo un d  in  C h ris tia n  tra d itio n , 

a cco rd in g  to  th e n o rm  la id  d o w n  in  A rt. 3 7 -4 0 , o f th is  C o n s titu tion .

6 6 . B o th  th e  r ite s  fo r  th e  b a p tism  o f a d u lts  a re  to  b e  re v ised : n o t o n ly  th e  

s im p le r r ite , b u t a lso  th e  m o re  so le m n  o n e , w h ich  m u st ta ke  in to  a cco u n t th e  

re s to re d  ca te ch u m e n a te . A  sp e c ia l M a ss  "fo r th e  co n fe rrin g  o f b a p tism " is  to  b e  

in se rted in to  th e  R o m an  M issa l.

6 7 . T h e  r ite  fo r  th e  b a p tism  o f in fa n ts is  to  b e  re v ise d , a n d it sh o u ld  b e  a d a p ted  

to  th e  c ircu m s ta n ce  th a t th o se  to  b e  b a p tize d  a re , in  fa c t, in fa n ts . T h e  ro les  o f 

p a re n ts  a n d  g o d p a re n ts , a n d a lso  th e ir d u tie s , sh o u ld  b e  b ro u g h t o u t m o re  

c le a rly  in  th e r ite  itse lf.

6 8 . T h e  b a p tism a l r ite  sh o u ld  co n ta in  va ria n ts , to  b e  u se d  a t th e  d isc re tio n  o f 

th e  lo ca l o rd ina ry , fo r o cca s io n s  w h e n  a  ve ry  la rge  n u m b e r a re  to  b e  b a p tize d  

to g e th e r. M o re o ve r, a  sh o rte r r ite  is  to  b e  d raw n  u p , e sp ec ia lly  fo r m iss io n la n d s , 

to  b e  u se d  b y  ca te ch is ts , b u t a lso  b y  th e  fa ith fu l in  g e ne ra l w h e n  th e re is  d a n ge r  



o f d e a th , a n d  n e ith e r p rie s t n o r d e a con  is  a va ila b le .

6 9 . In  p la ce  o f th e  r ite  ca lle d  th e  "O rde r  o f su p p ly in g w h a t w a s  o m itte d  in  th e  

b a p tism  o f a n  in fa n t," a  n e w  r ite is  to  b e  d ra w n  u p . T h is  sh o u ld  m a n ifes t m o re  

fittin g ly  a n d  c le a rly th a t th e  in fa n t, b a p tized  b y  th e  sh o rt r ite , h a s  a lre ad y  b e e n  

re ce ived  in to  th e  C h u rch .

A n d  a  n e w  r ite  is  to  b e  d raw n  u p  fo r co n ve rts  w h o  h a ve  a lre ad y b e e n  va lid ly  

b a p tize d ; it sh o u ld  in d ica te  th a t th e y  a re  n o w  a d m itte d to  co m m u n io n  w ith  th e  

C h u rch .

7 0 . E xce p t d u rin g E a s te rtid e , b a p tism a l w a te r m a y  b e  b le sse d w ith in  th e  r ite  o f 

b a p tism  itse lf b y  a n  a p p ro ve d  sh o rte r  fo rm u la .

7 1 . T h e  r ite  o f co n firm a tio n  is  to  b e  re v ise d  a n d  th e  in tim a te co n n e c tio n  w h ich  

th is  S a cra m e n t h a s  w ith  th e  w h o le  o f C h ris tia n in itia tio n  is  to  b e  m o re  c le a rly  se t 

fo rth ; fo r  th is  re a so n  it is  fittin g  fo r ca n d id a te s  to  re n e w  th e ir b a p tism a l p ro m ise s  

ju s t b e fo re  th e y  a re  co n firm e d .

C o n firm a tio n  m a y  b e  g ive n  w ith in  th e  M a ss  w h e n  co n ve n ie n t; w h e n it is  g ive n  

o u ts id e  th e  M a ss , th e  r ite  th a t is  u se d  sh o u ld  b e in tro d u ce d  b y  a  fo rm u la  to  b e  

d ra w n  u p  fo r  th is  p u rpo se .

7 2 . T h e  r ite  a n d  fo rm u la s  fo r  th e  S a cra m e n t o f P e na n ce  a re  to b e  re v ise d  so  

th a t th e y  m o re  c le a rly  e xp re ss  b o th  th e  n a tu re  a n d  e ffe c t o f th e  sa c ram e n t.

7 3 . "E x tre m e  u n c tio n ", w h ich  m a y  a lso  a n d  m o re  fittin g ly b e  ca lle d  "a no in tin g  o f 

th e  s ick ", is  n o t a  S a cra m e n t o n ly  fo r  th o se  w h o  a re  a t th e  p o in t o f d e a th . H e n ce , 

a s  so o n a s  a n y  o n e  o f th e  fa ith fu l b e g in s  to  b e  in  d a n g e r o f d e a th  fro m s ickn e ss  

o r o ld  a g e , th e  fitting  tim e  fo r h im  to  re ce ive  th is S a cra m e n t h a s  ce rta in ly  a lre a dy  

a rrived .

7 4 . In  a d d itio n  to  th e  se p a ra te  r ite s  fo r a n o in tin g  o f th e  s ick a n d  fo r viaticum, a  

co n tin u o us  r ite  sh a ll b e  p rep a re d a cco rd in g  to  w h ich  th e  s ick  m a n  is  a n o in te d  

a fte r h e  h a s  m a de h is  co n fess io n  a n d  b e fo re  h e  re ce ive s viaticum.

7 5 . T h e  n u m b e r o f th e  a n o in tin g s  is  to  b e  a d a p ted  to  th e  o cca s io n , a n d  th e  

p ra yers  w h ich  b e lo n g  to  th e  r ite  o f a n o in tin g  a re  to b e  re v ise d  so  a s  to  

co rre sp on d  w ith  th e  va ry in g  co n d itio ns  o f th e  s ick  w h o  re ce ive  th e  S a cra m e n t.

7 6 . B o th  th e  ce rem o n ie s  a n d  te x ts  o f th e  o rd in a tio n  r ite s  a re to  b e  re v ised . T h e  

a d d re ss  g ive n  b y  th e  b ish o p  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f e a ch  o rd in a tio n  o r co n se c ra tio n  

m a y  b e  in  th e  m o the r to n gu e .

W h e n  a  b ish o p  is  co n se cra te d , th e  la y in g  o f h a n ds  m a y  b e  d o n e b y  a ll th e  

b ish o p s  p re se n t.



7 7 . T h e  m a rriag e  r ite  n o w  fo un d  in  th e  R o m an  R itu a l is  to  b e re v ise d  a n d  

e n riche d  in  su ch  a  w a y  th a t th e  g ra ce  o f th e  S a cra m e n t is  m o re  c le a rly  s ig n ifie d  

a n d  th e  d u tie s  o f th e  sp o u se s  a re  ta u g h t.

"If a n y  re g io n s  a re  w o n t to  u se  o th e r p ra ise w o rth y  cu s to m s  a n d  ce rem o n ie s  

w h e n  ce le b ra tin g  th e  S a cra m e n t o f M a trim on y , th e  S a cred  S yn o d  e a rn e s tly  

d e s ire s  th a t th e se  b y  a ll m e a n s  b e  re ta in e d "4 1 .

M o re ove r th e  co m p e te n t te rr ito ria l e cc les ia s tica l a u tho rity  m e ntio n ed in  A rt. 2 2 , 

2 , o f th is  C o n s titu tio n  is  fre e  to  d ra w  u p  its  o w n r ite  su ited  to  th e  u sa g e s  o f p la ce  

a n d  p e o p le , a cco rd in g  to  th e p ro v is io n  o f A rt. 6 3 . B u t th e  r ite  m u st a lw a ys  

co n fo rm  to  th e la w  th a t th e  p rie s t a ss is tin g  a t th e  m a rriag e  m u st a sk  fo r a n d  

o b ta in  th e  co n se n t o f th e  co n tra c tin g  p a rtie s .

7 8 . M a trim o n y  is  n o rm a lly  to  b e  ce le b ra te d  w ith in  th e  M a ss , a fte r th e  re a d in g  o f 

th e  G o sp e l a n d  th e  h o m ily , a n d  b e fo re  "the  p ra ye r o f th e  fa ith fu l."  T h e  p ra ye r fo r 

th e  b ride , d u ly a m en d e d  to  re m in d  b o th  sp o u se s  o f th e ir e q u a l o b lig a tio n  to  

re m a in  fa ith fu l to  e a ch  o th e r, m a y  b e  sa id  in  th e  m o the r to n g ue .

B u t if th e  S a cra m e n t o f M a trim o n y  is  ce le b ra te d  a p a rt fro m  M a ss , th e  E p is tle  

a n d  G o sp e l fro m  th e  N u p tia l M a ss  a re  to  b e  re a d  a t th e  b e g in n ing  o f th e  r ite , a n d  

th e  b le ss ing  sh o u ld  a lw a ys  b e g ive n  to  th e  sp o u se s .

7 9 . T h e  sa c ra m e n ta ls a re  to  u n d e rg o  a  re v is io n  w h ich  ta ke s  in to a cco u n t th e  

p rim a ry  p rin c ip le  o f e n ab ling  th e  fa ith fu l to  p a rtic ip a te in te llig e n tly , a c tive ly , a n d  

e a s ily ; th e  c ircu m s ta n ces  o f o u r o w n  d a ys  m u st a lso  b e  co n s id e re d . W h e n  

r itu a ls  a re  re v ised , a s la id  d o w n  in  A rt. 6 3 , n e w  sa c ra m en ta ls  m a y  a lso  b e  a d d e d  

a s  th e n e e d  fo r th e se  b e co m e s  a p pa ren t.

R e se rve d b le ss in g s  sh a ll b e  ve ry  fe w ; re se rva tio n s  sh a ll b e  in fa vo r o f b ish o p s  

o r o rd in a rie s .

L e t p ro v is io n  b e  m a de  th a t so m e  sa c ram e n ta ls , a t le a s t in  sp e c ia l 

c ircu m s ta n ce s  a n d  a t th e  d isc re tio n  o f th e  o rd ina ry , m a y  b e  a d m in is te re d b y  

q u a lifie d  la y  p e rson s .

8 0 . T h e  R ite  fo r th e  C o n se c ra tio n  o f V irg in s  a t p re sen t fo un d in  th e  R o m an  

P o n tifica l is  to  b e  re v ise d .

M o re o ve r, a  r ite  o f re lig io u s p ro fe ss ion  a n d  re n e w a l o f vo w s sh a ll b e  d ra w n  u p  

in  o rd e r to  a ch ie ve  g re a te r u n ity , so b rie ty , a n d  d ig n ity . A p a rt fro m  e xce p tio n s  in  

p a rticu la r la w , th is  r ite sh o u ld  b e  a d o p te d  b y  th o se  w h o  m a ke  th e ir p ro fe ss ion  o r 

re n e w a l o f vo w s  w ith in  th e  M a ss .

R e lig io u s  p ro fe ss ion  sh o u ld  p re fe ra b ly  b e  m a de  w ith in  th e  M a ss .



8 1 . T h e  r ite  fo r  th e  b u ria l o f th e  d e a d  sh o u ld  e xp ress  m o re  c le a rly th e  P a sch a l 

ch a ra c te r  o f C h ris tia n  d e a th , a n d  sh o u ld  co rre sp o n d m o re  c lo se ly  to  th e  

c ircu m s ta n ces  a n d  tra d ition s  fo un d  in  va rio u s re g io n s . T h is  a p p lie s  a lso  to  th e  

litu rg ica l co lo r to  b e  u se d .

8 2 . T h e  r ite  fo r  th e  b u ria l o f in fa n ts  is  to  b e  re v ise d , a n d a  sp e c ia l M a ss  fo r th e  

o cca s ion  sh o u ld  b e  p ro v id e d .

CHAPTER IV - The Divine Office

8 3 . C h ris t Je su s , H ig h  P rie s t o f th e  N e w  a n d  E te rn a l C o ve na n t, ta k in g  h u m a n  

n a tu re , in tro d u ce d in to  th is  e a rth ly  e x ile  th a t h ym n  w h ich  is su n g  th rou g h o u t a ll 

a g e s in  th e  h a lls  o f H e a ve n . H e  jo in s  th e  e n tire  co m m u n ity  o f m a n k ind  to  

H im se lf, a sso c ia tin g it w ith  H is  o w n  s in g in g  o f th is  ca n tic le  o f D iv in e P ra ise .

F o r h e  co n tin u e s  H is  p rie s tly  w o rk  th ro u gh  th e  a g e n cy  o f H is C h u rch , w h ich  is  

ce a se less ly  e n g a g ed  in  p ra is in g  th e  L o rd  a n d  in te rce d ing  fo r th e  sa lva tio n  o f th e  

w h o le  w o rld . S h e  d o e s  th is , n o t o n ly  b y  ce le b ra tin g  th e  E u ch a ris t, b u t a lso  in  

o th e r  w a ys , e sp e c ia lly  b y  p ra y in g  th e  D iv in e  O ffice .

8 4 . B y  tra d itio n  g o in g  b a ck  to  e a rly  C h ris tia n  tim e s , th e  D iv in e O ffice  is  d e v ise d  

so  th a t th e  w h o le  co u rse  o f th e  d a y  a n d  n ig h t is  m a d e  h o ly  b y  th e  p ra ise s  o f 

G o d . T h e re fo re , w h e n  th is  w o nd e rfu l so n g  o f p ra ise  is  r ig h tly  p e rfo rm e d  b y  

p rie s ts  a n d  o th e rs  w h o a re  d e p u ted  fo r  th is  p u rp o se  b y  th e  C h u rch 's  o rd in a n ce , 

o r b y th e  fa ith fu l p ray in g  to ge the r  w ith  th e  p rie s t in  th e  a p p ro ve d fo rm , th e n  it is  

tru ly  th e  vo ice  o f th e  B ride  a d d re sse d  to  h e r B rid e g ro o m ; It is  th e  ve ry  p ra ye r  

w h ich  C h ris t H im se lf, to g e th e r w ith  H is  B o dy , a d dre sses  to  th e  F a th e r.

8 5 . H e n ce  a ll w h o  re nd e r  th is  se rv ice  a re  n o t o n ly  fu lfillin g a  d u ty  o f th e  C h u rch , 

b u t a lso  a re  sh a rin g  in  th e  g re a te s t h o no r o f C h ris t's  S p o u se , fo r b y  o ffe rin g  

th e se  p ra ise s  to  G o d  th e y a re  s ta n d in g  b e fo re  th e  th ro ne  o f G o d in  th e  n a m e  o f 

th e  C h u rch , th e ir M o th er.

8 6 . P rie s ts  w h o  a re  e n g a g ed  in  th e  sa c re d  p a s to ra l m in is try  w ill o ffe r th e  p ra ise s  

o f th e  H o u rs  w ith  g rea te r  fe rvo r  th e  m o re  v iv id ly th e y  re a lize  th a t th e y  m u st h e e d  

S a in t P a u l's  e xh o rta tio n : "P ray w ith ou t ce a s in g " (I T h e s  5 :1 1 ). F o r th e  w o rk  in  

w h ich  th e y la b o r  w ill e ffe c t n o th in g  a n d  b rin g  fo rth  n o  fru it e xce p t b y th e  p o w er  

o f th e  L o rd  w h o  sa id : "W ith o u t m e  yo u  ca n  d o  n o th in g " (Jn  1 5 :5 ). T h a t is  w h y  th e  

a p o s tle s , in s titu tin g  d e a co n s , sa id : "W e  w ill d e vo te  o u rse lve s  to  p ra ye r a n d  to  

th e  m in is try o f th e  W o rd " (A c ts  6 :4 ).

8 1 . In  o rd e r th a t th e  D iv in e  O ffice  m a y  b e  b e tte r a n d  m o re  p e rfe c tly p ra ye d  in  

e x is tin g  c ircu m s tan ce s , w h e the r b y  p rie s ts  o r b y  o th e r m e m be rs  o f th e  C h u rch , 

th e  S a cre d  C o u n c il, ca rry in g  fu rth e r th e re s to ra tion  a lre ad y  so  h a p p ily  b e g u n  b y  

th e  A p o s to lic  S e e , h a s se e n  fit to  d e c re e  a s  fo llo w s  co n ce rn in g  th e  O ffice  o f th e  

R o m an r ite :



8 8 . B e ca u se  th e  p u rp o se  o f th e  O ffice  is  to  sa n c tify  th e  d a y , th e  trad itio n a l  

se q u e n ce  o f th e  h o u rs  is  to  b e  re s to re d  so  th a t o n ce  a g a in  th e y  m a y  b e  

g e n u in e ly  re la te d  to  th e  tim e  o f th e  d a y w h e n  th e y  a re  p raye d , a s  fa r a s  th is  m a y  

b e  p o ss ib le . M o re o ve r, it w ill b e  n e cessa ry  to  ta ke  in to  a cco u n t th e  m o de m  

co n d itio ns in  w h ich  d a ily  life  h a s  to  b e  live d , e sp ec ia lly  b y  th o se  w h o a re  ca lle d  

to  la b o r in  a p o s to lic  w o rks .

8 9 . T h e re fo re , w h e n  th e  O ffice  is  re v ised , th e se  n o rm s  a re  to b e  o b se rve d :

a ) B y  th e  ve n e ra b le  tra d itio n o f th e  u n ive rsa l C h u rch , L a u d s  a s  m o rn in g  p ra ye r  

a n d  V e spe rs a s  e ve n in g  p ra ye r a re  th e  tw o  h in ge s  o n  w h ich  th e  d a ily  O ffice  

tu rns ; h e n ce  th e y  a re  to  b e  co n s id e re d  a s  th e  ch ie f h o u rs  a n d a re  to  b e  

ce le b ra te d  a s  su ch .

b ) C o m p lin e  is  to  b e  d raw n  u p  so  th a t it w ill b e  a  su ita b le  p ra ye r fo r  th e  e n d  o f 

th e  d a y .

c ) T h e  h o u r kn o w n  a s  Matins, a lth o ug h  it sh o u ld  re ta in th e  ch a ra c te r o f 

n o c tu rn a l p ra ise  w h e n  ce le b ra te d in  ch o ir, sh a ll b e  a d a p te d  so  th a t it m a y  b e  

re c ited  a t a n y  h o u r o f th e  d a y ; it sh a ll b e  m a de  u p  o f fe w e r P sa lm s  a n d  lo n g e r 

re a d in g s .

d ) T h e  h o u r o f P rim e  is  to  b e  su p p re sse d .

e ) In  ch o ir th e  h o u rs  o f T e rce , S e x t, a n d  N o n e  a re  to  b e  o b se rve d . B u t o u ts id e  

ch o ir it w ill b e  la w fu l to  se le c t a n y  o n e  o f th e se th re e , a cco rd in g  to  th e  re sp e c tive  

tim e  o f th e  d a y .

9 0 . T h e  D iv in e  O ffice , b e cau se  it is  th e  p u b lic  p ra ye r o f th e C h u rch , is  a  so u rce  

o f p ie ty , a n d  n o u rish m e n t fo r p e rso n a l p raye r. A n d  th e re fo re  p rie s ts  a n d  a ll 

o th e rs  w h o  ta ke  p a rt in  th e  D iv in e O ffice  a re  e a rne s tly  e xh o rte d  in  th e  L o rd  to  

a ttu n e  th e ir m in d s to  th e ir vo ice s  w h e n  p ray in g  it. T h e  b e tte r  to  a ch ie ve  th is , le t 

th e m  ta ke  s te p s  to  im p rove  th e ir u n de rs tan d ing  o f th e  L itu rg y a n d  o f th e  B ib le , 

e sp e c ia lly  o f th e  P sa lm s .

In  re v is in g  th e  R o m an  O ffice , its  a n c ie n t a n d  ve n e ra b le  tre a su re s  a re  to  b e  so  

a d a p te d  th a t a ll th o se  to  w h o m  th e y  a re  h a n d e d  o n  m a y  m o re  e x te n s ive ly  a n d  

e a s ily  d ra w  p ro fit fro m  th e m .

9 1 . S o  th a t it m a y  re a lly  b e  p o ss ib le  in  p ra c tice  to  o b serve th e  co u rse  o f th e  

h o u rs  p ro p o se d in  A rt. 8 9 , th e  P sa lm s  a re  n o  lo n g e r to  b e  d is tr ib u te d  th rou g ho u t 

o n e  w e e k , b u t th ro u gh  so m e lo n g e r p e rio d  o f tim e .

T h e  w o rk  o f re v is in g  th e  P sa lte r, a lre a d y  h a pp ily  b e g u n , is  to b e  fin ish e d  a s  



so o n  a s  p o ss ib le , a n d  is  to  ta ke  in to  a cco u n t th e  s ty le  o f C h ris tia n  L a tin , th e  

litu rg ica l u se  o f P sa lm s , a lso w h e n  su n g , a n d  th e  e n tire  tra d itio n  o f th e  L a tin  

C h u rch .

9 2 . A s  re g a rd s  th e  re a d in g s , th e  fo llo w in g  sh a ll b e  o b se rve d :

a ) R e a d ing s  fro m  S a cre d  S crip tu re sh a ll b e  a rra n ge d  so  th a t th e  r ich es  o f G o d 's  

W o rd  m a y  b e  e a s ily a cce ss ib le in  m o re  a b un d an t m e a su re .

b ) R e a d in gs  e xce rp te d  fro m  th e  w o rks  o f th e  fa th e rs , d o c to rs , a n d  e cc les ia s tica l  

w rite rs  sh a ll b e  b e tte r se le c te d .

c ) T h e  a cco u n ts  o f m a rty rd o m  o r  th e  live s  o f th e  sa in ts  a re  to a cco rd  w ith  th e  

fa c ts  o f h is to ry .

9 3 . T o  w h a teve r e x te n t m a y  se e m  d e s irab le , th e  h ym n s  a re  to  b e re s to re d  to  

th e ir o rig in a l fo rm , a n d  w h a te ve r sm a cks  o f m yth o lo gy o r ill a cco rd s  w ith  

C h ris tia n  p ie ty  is  to  b e  re m o ve d  o r ch a ng e d . A lso , a s  o cca s io n  m a y  a rise , le t 

o th e r se le c tio n s  fro m  th e  tre asu ry o f h ym n s  b e  in co rpo ra te d .

9 4 . T h a t th e  d a y  m a y  b e  tru ly  sa n c tifie d , a n d  th a t th e  H o u rs th e m se lve s  m a y  b e  

re c ited  w ith  sp ir itu a l a d va n ta g e , it is  b e s t th a t e a ch  o f th em  b e  p ra yed  a t a  tim e  

w h ich  m o st c lo se ly  co rresp o n ds w ith  its  true  ca n o n ica l tim e .

9 5 . C o m m u n itie s  o b lig e d  to  ch o ra l o ffice  a re  b o u n d  to  ce le b ra te th e  O ffice  in  

ch o ir e ve ry  d a y  in  a d d itio n  to  th e  co n ven tu a l M a ss . In  p a rticu la r:

a ) O rde rs  o f ca n o n s , o f m o n ks a n d  o f n u ns , a n d  o f o th e r re gu la rs  b o u n d  b y  la w  

o r co n s titu tion s to  ch o ra l O ffice  m u st ce le b ra te  th e  e n tire  O ffice .

b ) C a th e d ra l o r co lle g ia te  ch a p te rs  a re  b o u n d  to  re c ite  th o se p a rts  o f th e  O ffice  

im p ose d  o n  th em  b y  g e ne ra l o r p a rticu la r la w .

c ) A ll m e m be rs  o f th e  a b o ve  co m m u n itie s  w h o  a re  in  m a jo r o rd e rs o r  w h o  a re  

so le m n ly  p ro fe sse d , e xce p t fo r la y  b ro the rs , a re  b o u n d to  re c ite  in d iv idu a lly  

th o se  ca n o n ica l H o u rs  w h ich  th e y  d o  n o t p ra y  in  ch o ir.

9 6 . C le rics  n o t b o u n d  to  O ffice  in  ch o ir, if th e y  a re  in  m a jo r o rd e rs , a re  b o u n d  to  

p ra y  th e  e n tire  O ffice  e ve ry  d a y , e ith e r in  co m m o n  o r in d iv id u a lly , a s  la id  d o w n  in  

A rt. 8 9 .

9 7 . A p p ro p ria te  in s ta n ce s  a re  to  b e  d e fine d  b y  th e  ru b rics  in w h ich  a  litu rg ica l 

se rv ice  m a y  b e  su b s titu te d  fo r  th e  D iv in e  O ffice .



In  p a rticu la r ca se s , a n d  fo r a  ju s t re aso n , o rd in a ries  ca n  d ispe n se th e ir su b je c ts  

w h o lly  o r in p a rt fro m  th e  o b liga tio n  o f re c iting th e  D iv in e  O ffice , o r m a y  

co m m u te  th e  o b liga tio n .

9 8 . M e m b e rs  o f a n y  in s titu te  d e d ica te d  to  a cq u irin g  p e rfe c tio n w h o , a cco rd in g  to  

th e ir co n s titu tio n s , a re  to  re c ite  a n y  p a rts o f th e  D iv in e  O ffice  a re  th e re b y  

p e rfo rm in g  th e  p u b lic  p ra ye r o f th e  C h u rch .

T h e y  to o  p e rfo rm  th e  p u b lic  p ra ye r o f th e  C h u rch  w h o , in  v irtue  o f th e ir  

co n s titu tio n s , re c ite  a n y sh o rt O ffice , p ro v id e d  th is  is  d ra w n  u p  a fte r  th e  p a tte rn  

o f th e  D iv in e  O ffice  a n d  is  d u ly  a p pro ved .

9 9 . S in ce  th e  D iv in e  O ffice  is  th e  vo ice  o f th e  C h u rch , th a t is  o f th e  w h o le  

M ys tica l B o d y  p u b lic ly  p ra is in g  G o d , th o se  c le rics w h o  a re  n o t o b lig e d  to  O ffice  

in  ch o ir, e sp ec ia lly  p rie s ts  w h o live  to g e th e r  o r  w h o  a sse m b le  fo r a n y  p u rp o se , 

a re  u rge d  to  p ra y a t le a s t so m e  p a rt o f th e  D iv in e  O ffice  in  co m m o n .

A ll w h o  p ray  th e  D iv in e  O fice , w h e the r in  ch o ir o r in  co m m o n , sh o u ld  fu lfill th e  

ta sk  e n tru s te d to  th em  a s  p e rfe c tly  a s  p o ss ib le : th is  re fe rs  n o t o n ly  to  th e  

in te rn a l d e vo tio n  o f th e ir m in d s  b u t a lso  to  th e ir e x te rn a l m a nn e r o f ce le b ra tio n .

It is , m o re o ve r, fitting  th a t th e  O ffice , b o th  in  ch o ir a n d  in  co m m o n , b e  su n g  w h e n  

p o ss ib le .

1 0 0 . P a s to rs  o f so u ls  sh o u ld  se e  to  it th a t th e  ch ie f H o u rs , e sp e c ia lly  V e spe rs , 

a re  ce le b ra te d  in  co m m o n  in  C h u rch  o n  S u n d a ys a n d  th e  m o re  so le m n  fe a s ts . 

A n d  th e  la ity , to o , a re  e n co ura ge d to  re c ite  th e  D d iv in e  O ffice , e ith e r w ith  th e  

p rie s ts , o r a m o n g th e m se lve s , o r e ve n  in d iv id u a lly .

1 0 1 . 1 . In  a cco rd a n ce  w ith  th e  ce n tu rie s -o ld tra d itio n  o f th e L a tin  r ite , th e  L a tin  

la n gu a ge  is  to  b e  re ta in ed  b y  c le rics  in th e  D iv in e  O ffice . B u t in in d iv id ua l ca se s  

th e  o rd ina ry  h a s  th e p o w er  o f g ra n tin g  th e  u se  o f a  ve rn a cu la r  tra n s la tio n  to  

th o se  c le rics  fo r  w h o m  th e  u se  o f L a tin  co n s titu te s  a  g rave  o b s ta c le to  th e ir 

p ray in g  th e  O ffice  p ro p e rly . T h e  ve rna cu la r  ve rs io n , h o w eve r, m u st b e  o n e  th a t is  

d ra w n  u p  a cco rd in g  to  th e  p ro v is io n o f A rt. 3 6 .

2 . T h e  co m p e te n t su p e rio r h a s  th e  p o w er  to  g ra n t th e  u se  o f th e ve rn a cu la r in  

th e  ce le b ra tio n  o f th e  D iv in e  O ffice , e ve n  in  ch o ir, to  n u n s  a n d  to  m e m be rs  o f 

in s titu te s  d e d ica te d  to  a cq u irin g  p e rfe c tion , b o th  m e n  w h o  a re  n o t c le rics  a n d  

w o m e n . T h e  ve rs io n , h o w eve r, m u st b e  o n e  th a t is  a p p rove d .

3 . A n y  c le ric  b o u n d  to  th e  D iv in e  O ffice  fu lfills  h is  o b liga tio n if h e  p ra ys  th e  

O ffice  in  th e  ve rna cu la r  to g e th e r  w ith  a  g ro u p  o f th e  fa ith fu l o r w ith  th o se  

m e n tio n e d  in  5 2  a b o ve  p rov id e d th a t th e  te x t o f th e  tra n s la tio n is  a p p ro ve d .



CHAPTER V - The Liturgical Year

1 0 2 . H o ly  M o the r C h u rch  is  co n sc io us  th a t sh e  m u st ce le b ra te th e  sa v in g  w o rk  

o f h e r D iv in e  S p o use  b y  d e vo u tly  re ca llin g it o n  ce rta in  d a ys  th ro u g h o u t th e  

co u rse  o f th e  ye a r. E ve ry  w e e k , o n  th e  d a y  w h ich  sh e  h a s  ca lle d  th e  L o rd 's  D a y , 

sh e  ke e p s  th e m e m ory  o f th e  L o rd 's  re su rre c tio n , w h ich  sh e  a lso  ce le b ra te s  

o n ce  in  th e  ye a r, to g e th e r  w ith  H is  b le sse d  p a ss ion , in  th e  m o st so le m n  fe s tiva l 

o f E a s te r.

W ith in  th e  cyc le  o f a  ye a r, m o re o ve r, sh e  u n fo ld s  th e  w h o le  M ys te ry o f C h ris t, 

fro m  th e  in ca rn a tio n  a n d  b irth  u n til th e  a sce n s ion , th e  d a y  o f P e n teco s t, a n d  th e  

e xp e c ta tio n  o f b le sse d  h o p e  a n d o f th e  co m ing  o f th e  L o rd .

R e ca llin g  th u s  th e  m ys te rie s  o f re d e m p tio n , th e  C h u rch  o p e ns to  th e  fa ith fu l th e  

r ich es  o f h e r L o rd 's  p o w e rs  a n d  m e rits , so  th a t th e se  a re  in  so m e  w a y  m a d e  

p rese n t fo r a ll tim e , a n d  th e fa ith fu l a re  e n ab le d  to  la y  h o ld  u p o n  th e m  a n d  

b e com e  fille d  w ith  sa v in g  g ra ce .

1 0 3 . In  ce le b ra tin g  th is  a n n u a l cyc le  o f C h ris t's  M ys te rie s , H o ly  C h u rch  h o n ors  

w ith  e sp e c ia l lo ve  th e  B lesse d  M a ry , M o the r o f G o d , w h o  is  jo in ed  b y  a n  

in se pa ra b le  b o n d  to  th e  sa v in g  w o rk o f h e r S o n . In h e r th e  C h u rch  h o ld s  u p  a n d  

a d m ire s  th e  m o st e xce lle n t fru it o f th e  re d e m p tio n , a n d  jo y fu lly  co n te m p la te s , a s  

in  a  fa u ltless im a ge , th a t w h ich  sh e  h e rse lf d e s ire s  a n d  h o p es  w h o lly  to  b e .

1 0 4 . T h e  C h u rch  h a s  a lso  in c lud e d  in  th e  a n n u a l cyc le  d a ys  d e vo te d to  th e  

m e m o ry  o f th e  m a rty rs  a n d  th e  o th e r sa in ts . R a ise d  u p to  p e rfe c tio n  b y  th e  

m a n ifo ld g ra ce  o f G o d , a n d  a lre a d y  in  p o sse ss io n o f e te rn a l sa lva tio n , th e y  s in g  

G o d 's  p e rfe c t p ra ise  in  h e a ven a n d  o ffe r p ra yers  fo r u s . B y  ce le b ra tin g  th e  

p a ssa g e  o f th e se sa in ts  from  e a rth  to  h e a ven  th e  C h u rch  p ro c la im s  th e  P a sch a l 

M ys te ry  a ch ie ve d  in  th e  sa in ts  w h o  h a ve  su ffe re d  a n d  b e e n  g lo rifie d w ith  C h ris t; 

sh e  p rop o se s  th e m  to  th e  fa ith fu l a s  e xa m p le s  d ra w ing a ll to  th e  F a the r  th ro u g h  

C h ris t, a n d  th ro u gh  th e ir m e rits  sh e p le a d s  fo r G o d 's  fa vo rs .

1 0 5 . F in a lly , in  th e  va rio u s  se a so n s  o f th e  ye a r a n d  a cco rd in g to  h e r  trad itio n a l  

d isc ip lin e , th e  C h u rch  co m p le tes  th e  fo rm a tio n o f th e  fa ith fu l b y  m e a n s  o f p io u s  

p ra c tice s  fo r so u l a n d  b o dy , b y  in s tru c tion , p raye r, a n d  w o rks  o f p e n a nce  a n d  o f 

m e rcy.

A cco rd in g ly  th e  S a cred  C o u n c il h a s  se e n  fit to  d e c re e  a s  fo llow s .

1 0 6 . B y  a  tra d itio n  h a n d e d  d o w n  fro m  th e  a p o s tle s  w h ich  to o k its  o rig in  fro m  th e  

ve ry  d a y  o f C h ris t's  re su rre c tio n , th e  C h u rch ce le b ra te s  th e  P a sch a l M ys te ry  

e ve ry  e ig h th  d a y ; w ith  g o o d  re a son th is , th e n , b e a rs  th e  n a m e  o f th e  L o rd 's  D a y , 

o r S u nd a y . F o r o n  th is  d a y  C h ris t's  fa ith fu l a re  b o u n d  to  co m e  to ge the r in to o n e  

p la ce  so  th a t; b y  h e a rin g  th e  W o rd  o f G o d  a n d  ta k in g  p a rt in  th e  E u ch a ris t, th e y  

m a y  ca ll to  m in d  th e  p a ss io n , th e  re su rre c tio n a n d  th e  g lo rifica tio n  o f th e  L o rd



Je su s , a n d  m a y  th a n k  G o d  w h o "h as  b e g o tte n  th em  a g a in , th ro u g h  th e  

re su rre c tio n  o f Je su s C h ris t from  th e  d e a d , u n to  a  liv ing  h o p e " (I P e t 1 :3 ). H e n ce  

th e  L o rd 's  D a y  is  th e  o rig in a l fe a s t d a y , a n d  it sh o u ld  b e  p ro p o se d to  th e  p ie ty  o f 

th e  fa ith fu l a n d  ta u g h t to  th e m  so  th a t it m a y b e com e  in  fa c t a  d a y  o f  jo y  a n d  o f 

fre ed o m  from  w o rk . O th er  ce le b ra tio n s , u n less  th e y  b e  tru ly  o f g re a te s t 

im p o rta n ce , sh a ll n o t h a ve  p re ced e n ce o ve r  th e  S u n da y  w h ich  is th e  fo u n da tio n  

a n d  ke rn e l o f th e  w h o le litu rg ica l ye a r.

1 0 7 . T h e  litu rg ica l ye a r is  to  b e  re v ise d  so  th a t th e  tra d ition a l cu s to m s  a n d  

d isc ip lin e  o f th e  sa c re d  se a so n s  sh a ll b e  p re se rve d  o r re s to re d  to  su it th e  

co n d itio ns  o f m o de rn  tim e s ; th e ir sp e c ific ch a ra c te r is  to  b e  re ta in e d , so  th a t th e y  

d u ly  n o urish  th e  p ie ty  o f th e  fa ith fu l w h o  ce le b ra te  th e  m ys te rie s  o f C h ris tia n  

re d e m p tio n , a n d  a b o ve  a ll th e  P a sch a l M ys te ry . If ce rta in  a d a p ta tio n s  a re  

co n s id e re d  n e ce ssa ry  o n  a cco u n t o f lo ca l co n d itio n s , th e y  a re to  b e  m a de  in  

a cco rd a n ce  w ith  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f A rt. 3 9  a n d  4 0 .

1 0 8 . T h e  m in d s  o f th e  fa ith fu l m u st b e  d ire c te d  p rim arily  to w a rd th e  fe a s ts  o f th e  

L o rd  w h e re b y  th e  m ys te rie s  o f sa lva tio n  a re ce le b ra te d  in  th e  co u rse  o f th e  ye a r. 

T h ere fo re , th e  P ro pe r o f th e  tim e  sh a ll b e  g ive n  th e  p re fe re n ce  w h ich  is its  d u e  

o ve r th e  fe a s ts  o f th e  sa in ts , so  th a t th e  e n tire  cyc le  o f th e  m ys te rie s o f sa lva tio n  

m a y  b e  su ita b ly  re ca lle d .

1 0 9 . T h e  se a so n  o f L e n t h a s  a  tw o fo ld  ch a ra c te r: p rim a rily  b y re ca llin g o r 

p re p arin g  fo r b a p tism  a n d  b y  p e n a nce , it d isp o ses  th e  fa ith fu l, w h o  m o re  

d ilig e n tly  h e a r th e  w o rd  o f G o d  a n d  d e vo te th e m se lve s  to  p raye r, to  ce le b ra te  

th e  P a sch a l M ys te ry . T h is tw o fo ld  ch a ra c te r is  to  b e  b ro u g h t in to  g rea te r 

p ro m in e n ce  b o th in  th e  L itu rg y  a n d  b y  litu rg ica l ca te ch e s is . H e n ce :

a ) M o re  u se  is  to  b e  m a de  o f th e  b a p tism a l fe a tu re s  p ro pe r to  th e  L e n te n  L itu rg y ; 

so m e  o f th e m , w h ich  u se d  to  flo u rish  in b yg o ne  d a ys , a re  to  b e  re s to re d a s  m a y  

se e m  g o o d .

b ) T h e  sa m e  is  to  a p p ly  to  th e  p e n ite n tia l e le m e n ts . A s  re g a rd s in s tru c tio n  it is  

im p o rta n t to  im p re ss  o n  th e  m in d s  o f th e  fa ith fu l n o t o n ly  a  so c ia l co n se q u e n ce s  

o f s in  b u t a lso  th a t e sse n ce  o f th e  v irtu e  o f p e n a n ce  w h ich  le a ds  to  th e  

d e te s ta tio n  o f s in  a s a n  o ffe nce  a g a in s t G o d ; th e  ro le  o f th e  C h u rch  in  p e n ite n tia l 

p ra c tice s is  n o t to  b e  p a sse d  o ve r, a n d  th e  p e o p le  m u st b e  e xh o rte d to  p ray  fo r 

s in n e rs .

1 1 0 . D u rin g  L e n t p e n a n ce  sh o u ld  n o t b e  o n ly  in te rn a l a n d  in d iv id u a l, b u t a lso  

e x te rn a l a n d  so c ia l. T h e  p rac tice  o f p e na n ce  sh o u ld b e  fo s te re d  in  w a ys  th a t a re  

p o ss ib le  in  o u r o w n  tim e s  a n d  in d iffe ren t re g io ns , a n d  a cco rd in g  to  th e  

c ircu m s ta n ce s  o f th e fa ith fu l; it sh o u ld  b e  e n co u ra g e d  b y  th e  a u th o ritie s  

m e n tio n e d in  A rt. 2 2 .



N e ve rth e le ss , le t th e  P a sch a l fa s t b e  ke p t sa c red . L e t it b e ce le b ra te d  

e ve ryw h e re  o n  G o o d F rid a y  a n d , w h e re  p o ss ib le , p ro lo n ge d th ro ug h o u t H o ly  

S a tu rd a y , so  th a t th e  jo ys  o f th e  S u nd a y  o f th e R e su rre c tio n m a y  b e  a tta in e d  

w ith  u p lifte d  a n d  c le a r m in d .

1 1 1 . T h e  sa in ts  h a ve  b e e n  tra d itio na lly  h o n o re d  in  th e  C h u rch a n d  th e ir 

a u th e n tic  re lics  a n d  im ag e s  h e ld  in  ve n e ra tio n . F o r th e  fe a s ts  o f th e  sa in ts  

p roc la im  th e  w o n d e rfu l w o rks  o f C h ris t in H is  se rva n ts , a n d  d isp lay  to  th e  fa ith fu l 

fittin g  e xa m p les fo r th e ir im ita tio n .

L e s t th e  fe a s ts  o f th e  sa in ts  sh o u ld  ta ke  p re ce d e n ce  o ve r  th e fe a s ts  w h ich  

co m m e m o ra te  th e  ve ry  M ys te rie s  o f sa lva tio n , m a n y o f th em  sh o u ld  b e  le ft to  b e  

ce le b ra te d  b y  a  p a rticu la r C h u rch o r n a tion  o r fa m ily  o f re lig io u s ; o n ly  th o se  

sh o u ld  b e  e x te nd e d to  th e  u n ive rsa l C h u rch  w h ich  co m m e m o ra te  sa in ts  w h o  a re  

tru ly o f u n ive rsa l im p orta nce .

CHAPTER VI - Sacred Music

1 1 2 . T h e  m u s ica l tra d itio n  o f th e  u n ive rsa l C h u rch  is  a  tre a su re o f in e s tim a b le  

va lu e , g re a te r e ve n  th a n  th a t o f a n y  o th e r a rt. T h e  m a in  re aso n  fo r  th is  p re ­

e m in e n ce  is  th a t, a s  sa c re d  so n g u n ite d  to  th e  w o rd s , it fo rm s  a  n e ce ssa ry  o r 

in te g ra l p a rt o f th e  so le m n  L itu rg y .

H o ly  S crip tu re , in d ee d , h a s  b e s to w ed  p ra ise  u p o n  sa c re d  so n g 42 , a n d  th e  sa m e  

m a y  b e  sa id  o f th e  fa th e rs  o f th e  C h u rch  a n d  o f th e  R o m an  p o n tiffs  w h o  in  re ce n t 

tim es , le d  b y  S a in t P iu s  X , h a ve  e xp la in e d  m o re  p re c ise ly  th e  m in is te ria l fu n c tio n  

su p p lie d  b y  sa c re d  m u s ic  in  th e  se rv ice  o f th e  L o rd .

T h e re fo re  sa c re d  m u s ic  is  to  b e  co n s id e re d  th e  m o re  h o ly  in  p ro po rtio n a s it is  

m o re  c lo se ly  co n n e c te d  w ith  th e  litu rg ica l a c tio n , w h e the r it a d d s  d e lig h t  to  

p raye r, fo s te rs  u n ity  o f m in d s , o r co n fe rs g re a te r so le m n ity u p o n  th e  sa c re d  r ite s . 

B u t th e  C h u rch  a p p ro ve s o f a ll fo rm s  o f true  a rt h a v in g  th e  n e e d e d  q u a litie s , a n d  

a d m its th em  in to  D iv in e  W o rsh ip .

A cco rd in g ly , th e  S a cred  C o u n c il, ke e p in g  to  th e  n o rm s  a n d  p rece p ts o f 

e cc le s ia s tica l tra d itio n  a n d  d isc ip lin e , a n d  h a v in g  re g a rd to  th e  p u rp o se  o f 

sa c re d  m u s ic , w h ich  is  th e  g lo ry  o f G o d  a n d th e  sa n c tifica tio n  o f th e  fa ith fu l, 

d e c re e s  a s  fo llo w s .

1 1 3 . L itu rg ica l w o rsh ip  is  g ive n  a  m o re  n o b le  fo rm  w h e n  th e  D iv in e O ffice s  a re  

ce le b ra te d  so le m n ly  in  so n g , w ith  th e  a ss is ta nce o f sa c re d  m in is te rs  a n d  th e  

a c tive  p a rtic ip a tio n  o f th e  p e o p le .

A s  re g a rds  th e  la n gu a ge  to  b e  u se d , th e  p ro v is io n s  o f A rt. 3 6 a re  to  b e  

o b se rve d ; fo r th e  M a ss , A rt. 5 4 ; fo r  th e  S a cra m e n ts , A rt. 6 3 ; fo r th e  D iv in e  O ffice  

A rt. 1 0 1 .



1 1 4 . T h e  tre a su re  o f sa c re d  m u s ic  is  to  b e  p re se rve d  a n d  fo s te re d w ith  g rea t 

ca re . C h o irs  m u st b e  d ilig en tly  p ro m o te d , e sp e c ia lly in  ca th ed ra l ch u rch es ; b u t 

b ish o p s  a n d  o th e r p a s to rs  o f so u ls m u st b e  a t p a in s  to  e n su re  th a t, w h e n e ve r  

th e  sa c re d  a c tio n  is to  b e  ce le b ra te d  w ith  so n g , th e  w h o le  b o dy  o f th e  fa ith fu l 

m a y b e  a b le  to  co n trib u te  th a t a c tive  p a rtic ip a tio n  w h ich  is  r ig h tly th e irs , a s  la id  

d o w n  in  A rt. 2 8  a n d  3 0 .

1 1 5 . G re a t im po rtan ce  is  to  b e  a tta ch e d  to  th e  te a ch in g  a n d  p ra c tice o f m u s ic  in  

se m in a rie s , in  th e  n o v itia te s  a n d  h o u se s o f s tu d y o f re lig io us  o f b o th  se xe s , a n d  

a lso  in  o th e r C a tho lic  in s titu tio n s a n d  sch o o ls . T o  im p a rt th is  in s tru c tion , 

te a che rs  a re  to  b e  ca re fu lly tra in e d  a n d  p u t in  ch a rg e  o f th e  te a ch in g  o f sa c re d  

m u s ic .

It is  d e s ira b le  a lso  to  fo un d  h ig h e r in s titu te s  o f sa c re d  m u s ic w h e n e ve r th is  ca n  

b e  d o n e .

C o m po se rs  a n d  s in g e rs , e sp ec ia lly  b o ys , m u st a lso  b e  g ive n  a g e n u in e  litu rg ica l 

tra in in g .

1 1 6 . T h e  C h u rch  a ckn o w led g e s G re go rian  ch a n t a s  sp e c ia lly  su ite d to  th e  

R o m an  L itu rg y : th e re fo re , o th e r th in gs  b e in g  e q ua l, it sh o u ld  b e  g ive n  p rid e  o f 

p la ce  in  litu rg ica l se rv ice s .

B u t o th e r k in d s  o f sa c re d  m u s ic , e sp e c ia lly  p o lyph o n y , a re  b y n o  m e a n s  

e xc lu d e d  fro m  litu rg ica l ce le b ra tio n s , so  lo n g  a s  th e y a cco rd  w ith  th e  sp ir it o f th e  

litu rg ica l a c tio n , a s  la id  d o w n in  A rt. 3 0 .

1 1 7 . T h e  editio typica o f th e  b o o ks  o f G re go rian  ch a n t is  to  b e  co m p le te d ; a n d  a  

m o re  c ritica l e d itio n  is  to  b e  p rep a re d o f th o se  b o o ks  a lre ad y  p u b lish e d  s in ce  th e  

re s to ra tio n  b y  S a in t P ius  X .

It is  d e s ira b le  a lso  th a t a n  e d itio n b e  p rep a re d  co n ta in in g  s im p le r m e lo d ie s , fo r 

u se  in  sm a ll ch u rch e s .

1 1 8 . R e lig io u s  s in g in g  b y  th e  p e o p le  is  to  b e  in te llig e n tly  fo s te re d so  th a t in  

d e vo tio n s  a n d  sa c re d  e xe rc ise s , a s  a lso  d u rin g litu rg ica l se rv ice s , th e  vo ice s  o f 

th e  fa ith fu l m a y  r in g  o u t a cco rd in g  to th e  n o rm s  a n d  re qu ire m e n ts  o f th e  ru b rics .

1 1 9 . In  ce rta in  p a rts  o f th e  w o rld , e sp e c ia lly  m iss io n la n d s , th e re  a re  p e o p le s  

w h o  h a ve  th e ir o w n  m u s ica l tra d itio n s , a n d  th e se  p la y  a  g re a t p a rt in  th e ir  

re lig io u s  a n d  so c ia l life . F o r th is  re aso n  d u e  im p o rtan ce  is  to  b e  a tta ch ed  to  th e ir 

m u s ic , a n d  a  su ita b le  p la ce  is  to  b e  g ive n  to  it, n o t o n ly  in  fo rm ing th e ir a ttitu d e  

to w a rd  re lig io n , b u t a lso  in  a d a p tin g  w o rsh ip to  th e ir n a tive  g e n iu s , a s  in d ica te d  

in  A rt. 3 9  a n d  4 0 .

T h ere fo re , w h e n  m iss io n a rie s  a re  b e in g  g ive n  tra in in g  in  m u s ic , e ve ry  e ffo rt 



sh o u ld  b e  m a de  to  se e  th a t th e y  b e co m e co m p e te n t in  p rom o ting  th e  trad itio n a l  

m u s ic  o f th e se  p e o p le s , b o th  in sch o o ls  a n d  in  sa c re d  se rv ice s , a s  fa r a s  m a y  b e  

p ra c tica b le .

1 2 0 . In  th e  L a tin  C h u rch  th e  p ip e  o rg a n  is  to  b e  h e ld  in  h ig h e s te em , fo r it is  th e  

trad itio n a l m u s ica l in s trum e n t w h ich  a d d s a  w o n d e rfu l sp le n d o r  to  th e  C h u rch 's  

ce re m o n ie s  a n d  p o w erfu lly lifts  u p  m a n 's  m in d  to  G o d  a n d  to  h ig h e r th in g s.

B u t o th e r in s tru m en ts  a lso  m a y  b e  a d m itte d  fo r u se  in  d iv in e w o rsh ip , w ith  th e  

kn o w led g e  a n d  co n se n t o f th e  co m p e te n t te rrito ria l a u tho rity , a s  la id  d o w n  in  A rt. 

2 2 , 5 2 , 3 7 , a n d  4 0 . T h is  m a y b e  d o n e , h o w e ve r, o n ly  o n  co n d itio n  th a t th e  

in s tru m en ts  a re su itab le , o r ca n  b e  m a de  su ita b le , fo r sa c re d  u se , a cco rd  w ith  

th e  d ig n ity  o f th e  te m p le , a n d  tru ly  co n trib u te  to  th e  e d ifica tion o f th e  fa ith fu l.

1 2 1 . C o m p ose rs , fille d  w ith  th e  C h ris tia n  sp ir it, sh o u ld  fe e l th a t th e ir vo ca tio n  is  

to  cu ltiva te  sa c re d  m u s ic  a n d  in c re a se its  s to re  o f tre a su re s .

L e t th e m  p ro d u ce  co m p o s itio n s  w h ich  h a ve  th e  q u a litie s  p ro pe r to  g e nu in e  

sa c re d  m u s ic , n o t co n fin ing  th e m se lve s  to  w o rks  w h ich ca n  b e  su n g  o n ly  b y  

la rg e  ch o irs , b u t p rov id in g  a lso  fo r th e n e e d s  o f sm a ll ch o irs  a n d  fo r  th e  a c tive  

p a rtic ip a tio n  o f th e e n tire  a sse m b ly  o f th e  fa ith fu l.

T h e  te x ts  in te n de d  to  b e  su n g  m u st a lw a ys  b e  in  co n fo rm ity  w ith C a th o lic  

d o c trin e ; in d e e d  th e y  sh o u ld  b e  d raw n  ch ie fly  fro m  H o ly S crip tu re  a n d  fro m  

litu rg ica l so u rce s .

CHAPTER VII - Sacred Art and Sacred Furnishings
1 2 2 . V e ry  r ig h tly th e  fin e  a rts  a re  co n s id e re d  to  ra nk  a m o n g  th e  n o b le s t a c tiv itie s  

o f m a n 's  g e n iu s , a n d  th is  a p p lie s  e sp e c ia lly  to  re lig io us  a rt a n d  to  its h ig h e st 

a ch ieve m en t, w h ich  is  sa c re d  a rt. T h e se  a rts , b y  th e ir ve ry  n a tu re , a re  o rien te d  

to w a rd  th e  in fin ite  b e a u ty o f G o d  w h ich  th e y  a tte m p t in  so m e  w a y  to  p o rtray  b y  

th e  w o rk o f h u m a n  h a n ds ; th e y  a ch ie ve  th e ir p u rpo se  o f re d o u n d ing  to  G o d 's  

p ra ise  a n d  g lo ry  in  p ro po rtio n  a s  th e y  a re  d ire c te d  th e  m o re e xc lu s ive ly  to  th e  

s in g le  a im  o f tu rn in g  m e n 's  m in ds  d e vo u tly to w a rd  G o d .

H o ly  M o the r C h u rch  h a s  th e re fo re  a lw a ys b e e n  th e  fr ie n d  o f th e fin e  a rts  a n d  

h a s  e ve r so u g h t th e ir n o b le  h e lp , w ith  th e  sp e c ia l a im  th a t a ll th in g s  se t a p a rt fo r 

u se  in  d iv in e  w o rsh ip  sh o u ld b e  tru ly  w o rth y , b e co m in g , a n d  b e au tifu l, s ig n s  a n d  

sym b o ls  o f th e  su p e rn a tu ra l w o rld , a n d  fo r  th is  p u rp o se  sh e  h a s  tra in e d a rtis ts . 

In  fa c t, th e  C h u rch  h a s , w ith  g o o d  re aso n , a lw a ys  re se rve d to  h e rse lf th e  r ig h t to  

p a ss  ju d g m e n t u p o n  th e  a rts , d e c id in g w h ich  o f th e  w o rks  o f a rtis ts  a re  in  

a cco rd a n ce  w ith  fa ith , p ie ty , a n d  ch e rish e d  trad itio n a l la w s , a n d  th e reb y  fitte d  fo r 

sa c re d u se .

T h e  C h u rch  h a s  b e e n  p a rticu la rly  ca re fu l to  se e  th a t sa c re d  fu rn ish in g s sh o u ld  

w o rth ily  a n d  b e a u tifu lly  se rve  th e  d ig n ity  o f w o rsh ip , a n d  h a s  a d m itte d  ch a ng e s  



in  m a te ria ls , s ty le , o r o rn a m e n ta tio n p rom p ted  b y  th e  p ro g re ss  o f th e  te ch n ica l 

a rts  w ith  h e  p a ssa g e o f tim e .

W h e re fo re  it h a s  p le a se d  th e  F a th e rs  to  is su e  th e  fo llo w in g  d e c re e s o n  th e se  

m a tte rs .

1 2 3 . T h e  C h u rch  h a s  n o t a d op ted  a n y  p a rticu la r s ty le  o f a rt a s h e r  ve ry  o w n ; 

sh e  h a s  a d m itte d  s ty le s  fro m  e ve ry  p e rio d  a cco rd in g to  th e  n a tu ra l ta len ts  a n d  

c ircu m s ta n ce s  o f p e o p le s , a n d  th e n e e d s  o f th e  va rio u s  r ite s . T h u s , in  th e  co u rse  

o f th e  ce n tu rie s , sh e  h a s  b ro u g h t in to  b e in g  a  tre asu ry  o f a rt w h ich  m u st b e  ve ry  

ca re fu lly  p rese rve d . T h e  a rt o f o u r o w n  d a ys , co m in g  fro m  e ve ry ra ce  a n d  

re g io n , sh a ll a lso  b e  g ive n  fre e  sco p e  in  th e  C h u rch , p rov id e d  th a t it a d o rn s  th e  

sa c re d  b u ild in gs  a n d  h o ly  r ite s  w ith d u e  re ve re nce  a n d  h o n or; th e re by  it is  

e n a b le d  to  co n trib u te its  o w n  vo ice  to  th a t w o n d e rfu l ch o ru s  o f p ra ise  in  h o n o r o f 

th e  C a th o lic  fa ith  su n g  b y  g re a t m e n  in  tim e s  g o n e  b y .

1 2 4 . O rd in a rie s , b y  th e  e n cou rag e m e n t a n d  fa vo r  th e y  sh o w  to a rt w h ich  is  tru ly  

sa c red , sh o u ld  s trive  a fte r n o b le  b e a u ty  ra th e r th a n  m e re  su m p tu o u s  d isp lay .  

T h is  p rin c ip le  is  to  a p p ly  a lso in  th e  m a tte r o f sa c re d  ve s tm e n ts  a n d  o rn am e n ts .

L e t b ish o p s  ca re fu lly  re m o ve  from  th e  H o u se  o f G o d  a n d  fro m  o th e r sa c re d  

p la ce s  th o se  w o rks  o f a rtis ts  w h ich  a re  re p u gn a n t to  fa ith , m o ra ls , a n d  C h ris tian  

p ie ty , a n d  w h ich  o ffe nd  tru e  re lig io u s se n se  e ith e r b y  d e p ra ve d  fo rm s  o r b y  la ck  

o f a rtis tic  w o rth , m e d io c rity  a n d  p re te n se .

A n d  w h e n  ch u rche s  a re  to  b e  b u ilt, le t g re a t ca re  b e  ta ke n  th a t th e y  b e  su ita b le  

fo r th e  ce le b ra tio n  o f litu rg ica l se rv ice s  a n d  fo r  th e  a c tive  p a rtic ip a tio n  o f th e  

fa ith fu l.

1 2 5 . T h e  p ra ctice  o f p la c in g  sa c re d im ag e s  in  ch u rche s  so  th a t th e y  m a y  b e  

ve n e ra te d  b y  th e  fa ith fu l is  to  b e  m a in ta in e d . N e ve rth e le ss th e ir n u m b e r sh o u ld  

b e  m o d e ra te  a n d  th e ir re la tive  p o s ition s sh o u ld  re fle c t r ig h t o rd e r. F o r o th e rw ise  

th e y  m a y  c re a te  co n fu s ion a m on g  th e  C h ris tia n  p e o p le  a n d  fo s te r d e vo tio n  o f 

d o u b tfu l o rtho d o xy .

1 2 6 . W h e n  p a ss in g  ju d g m e n t o n  w o rks  o f a rt, lo ca l o rd in a ries sh a ll g ive  a  

h e a rin g  to  th e  d io ce sa n  co m m iss ion  o n  sa c re d  a rt a n d , if n e e d e d , a lso  to  o th e rs  

w h o  a re  e sp e c ia lly  e xp e rt, a n d to  th e  co m m iss io ns re fe rre d  to  in  A rt. 4 4 , 4 5 , a n d  

4 6 .

O rd in a rie s  m u st b e  ve ry  ca re fu l to  se e  th a t sa c re d  fu rn ish in gs a n d  w o rks  o f 

va lu e  a re  n o t d isp o se d  o f o r d isp e rse d ; fo r  th e y  a re  th e  o rn a m e n ts  o f th e  h o u se  

o f G o d .

1 2 7 . B ish o p s sh o u ld  h a ve  a  sp e c ia l co n ce rn  fo r a rtis ts , so  a s to  im b u e  th e m  

w ith  th e  sp ir it o f sa c re d  a rt a n d  o f th e  S a cre d  L itu rg y . T h is  th e y  m a y  d o  in  p e rso n  



o r th ro u g h  su ita b le  p rie s ts w h o  a re  g ifte d  w ith  a  kn o w led g e  a n d  lo ve  o f a rt.

It is  a lso  d e s ira b le  th a t sch o o ls  o r a ca d e m ies  o f sa c re d  a rt sh o u ld  b e  fo u n de d  in  

th o se  p a rts  o f th e  w o rld  w h e re  th e y  w o u ld b e  u se fu l, so  th a t a rtis ts  m a y  b e  

tra in e d .

A ll a rtis ts  w h o , p ro m p te d  b y  th e ir ta le n ts , d e s ire  to  se rve  G o d 's g lo ry  in H o ly  

C h u rch , sh o u ld  e ve r b e a r in  m in d  th a t th e y  a re  e n g a g ed  in  a  k in d  o f sa c re d  

im ita tio n  o f G o d  th e  C re a to r, a n d a re  co n ce rn e d  w ith  w o rks  d e s tin e d  to  b e  u se d  

in  C a tho lic  w o rsh ip , to  e d ify  th e  fa ith fu l, a n d  to  fo s te r  th e ir p ie ty  a n d  th e ir 

re lig io u s fo rm a tio n .

1 2 8 . A lo n g  w ith  th e  re v is io n  o f th e  litu rg ica l b o o ks , a s  la id d o w n  in  A rt. 2 5 , th e re  

is  to  b e  a n  e a rly  re v is io n  o f th e  ca n o ns  a n d  e cc les ia s tica l s ta tu te s  w h ich  g o ve rn  

th e  p ro v is io n  o f m a te ria l th in g s in vo lve d  in  sa c re d  w o rsh ip . T h e se  la w s  re fe r 

e sp e c ia lly to  th e  w o rthy  a n d  w e ll p la n n e d  co n s truc tio n  o f sa c re d  b u ild in gs , th e  

sh a p e  a n d  co n s tru c tio n  o f a lta rs , th e  n o b ility , p la c in g , a n d  sa fe ty  o f th e  

E u cha ris tic  ta b e rn a c le , th e  d ig n ity  a n d  su ita b ility o f th e  b a p tis te ry , th e  p ro pe r  

o rd e rin g  o f sa c re d im ag e s , e m be llish m en ts , a n d  ve s tm e n ts . L a w s  w h ich  se e m  

le ss  su ited  to  th e  re fo rm e d  L itu rgy a re  to  b e  b ro u g h t in to  h a rm o n y  w ith  it, o r e lse  

a b o lish e d ; a n d a n y  w h ich  a re  h e lp fu l a re  to  b e  re ta ine d  if a lre ad y  in  u se , o r 

in tro d uce d  w h e re  th e y  a re  la ck in g .

In  a cco rd a n ce  w ith  th e  n o rm  o f A rt. 2 2  o f th is  C o n s titu tio n , th e  te rrito ria l b o d ie s  

o f b ish o p s a re  e m po w e re d  to  a d a p t su ch  th in g s  to  th e  n e e d s  a n d  cu s tom s  o f 

th e ir d iffe re n t re g io n s ; th is a p p lie s  e sp e c ia lly  to  th e  m a te ria ls  a n d  fo rm  o f sa c re d  

fu rn ish in gs a n d  ve s tm e n ts .

1 2 9 . D u rin g  th e ir p h ilo so p h ica l a n d  th e o lo g ica l s tu d ie s , c le rics a re  to  b e  ta u g h t 

a b ou t th e  h is to ry  a n d  d e ve lo p m e n t o f sa c re d  a rt, a n d  a b o u t th e  so u n d  p rinc ip le s  

g o ve rn in g  th e  p ro d u ctio n o f its  w o rks . In  co n se q u e n ce  th e y  w ill b e  a b le  to  

a p p rec ia te a n d  p rese rve  th e  C h u rch 's  ve n e ra b le  m o n u m e n ts , a n d  b e  in  a  

p o s itio n to  a id , b y  g o o d  a d v ice , a rtis ts  w h o  a re  e n g a g e d  in  p ro d u c in g w o rks  o f 

a rt.

1 3 0 . It is  fittin g  th a t th e  u se  o f P o n tifica ls  b e  re se rve d  to th o se  e cc les ia s tica l  

p e rson s  w h o  h a ve  e p isco p a l ra nk  o r so m e  p a rticu la r ju risd ic tio n .

APPENDIX

A DECLARATION OF THE SECOND ECUMENICAL COUNCIL OF THE 

VATICAN ON REVISION OF THE CALENDAR



T h e  S e co n d E cu m en ica l S a cred C o u n c il o f th e  V a tican , re co gn iz in g  th e  

im po rtan ce  o f th e  w ish e s e xp re ssed  b y  m a n y  co n ce rn in g  th e  a ss ig n m e n t o f th e  

fe a s t o f E a s te r to  a  fixe d  S u n d a y  a n d  co n ce rn in g  a n  u n ch a n g in g  ca le n da r, 

h a v in g ca re fu lly  co n s id e re d  th e  e ffe c ts  w h ich  co u ld  re su lt fro m  th e in trod u c tion  

o f a  n e w  ca le n da r, d e c la re s  a s  fo llo w s :

1 . T h e  S a cre d  C o u n c il w o u ld  n o t o b je c t if th e  fe a s t o f E a s te r  w e re  a ss ig n e d  to  a  

p a rticu la r S u n d a y o f th e  G re g oria n  C a le n d a r, p rov id e d  th a t th o se  w h o m  it m a y  

co n ce rn , e sp e c ia lly  th e  b re th re n  w h o  a re  n o t in  co m m u n io n  w ith  th e  A p o s to lic  

S e e , g ive  th e ir a sse n t.

2 . T h e  sa c re d  C o u n c il like w ise  d e c la re s  th a t it d o e s  n o t o p p o se e ffo rts  d e s ig ne d  

to  in tro d uce  a  p e rpe tu a l ca le n d a r in to  c iv il so c ie ty .

B u t a m o ng  th e  va rio u s  sys te m s w h ich  a re  b e in g  su g ge s ted  to  s ta b ilize  a  

p e rp e tu a l ca le n d a r a n d to  in trod u ce  it in to  c iv il life , th e  C h u rch  h a s  n o  o b je c tio n  

o n ly  in  th e  ca se  o f th o se  sys te m s  w h ich  re ta in  a n d  sa fe g u a rd a  se ven -d ay  w e e k  

w ith  S u n da y , w ith o u t th e  in trod u c tion  o f a n y d a ys  o u ts id e  th e  w e e k , so  th a t th e  

su cce ss io n  o f w e e ks  m a y  b e le ft in ta c t, u n le ss  th e re  is  q u e s tio n  o f th e  m o st 

se rio u s  re a so ns . C o n cern in g  th e se  th e  A p os to lic  S e e  sh a ll ju d g e .

Notes:

1 . S e cre t o f th e  n in th  S u n d a y  a fte r P e n teco s t.

2 . C f. H e b . 1 3 :14 .

3 . C f. E p h. 2 :2 1 -2 2 .

4 . C f. E p h. 4 :1 3 .

5 . C f. Is . 1 1 :1 2 .

6 . C f. Jo h n 1 1 :5 2 .

7 . C f. Jo h n 1 0 :1 6 .

8 . C f. Is . 6 1 :1 ; L u ke  4 :1 8 .

9 . S t. Ig n a tiu s  o f A n tio ch , T o  th e  E p he s ia ns , 7 , 2 .

1 0 . C f. 1 T im . 2 :5 .

1 1 . Sacramentarium Veronese (e d . M o h lb e rg ), n . 1 2 6 5 ; c f. a lso  n . 1 2 4 1 , 1 2 4 8 .

1 2 . E a s te r P re fa ce  o f th e  R o m an  M issa l.

1 3 . P raye r b e fo re  th e  se co n d  le sso n  fo r H o ly  S a tu rd a y , a s  it w a s  in  th e  R o m an  

M issa l b e fo re  th e  re s to ra tio n  o f H o ly  W e e k .

1 4 . C f. M a rk  1 6 :1 5 .

1 5 . C f. A c ts  2 6 :1 8 .

1 6 . C f. R o m . 6 :4 ; E p h . 2 :6 ; C o l. 3 :1 ; 2  T im . 2 :1 1 .

1 7 . C f. Jo h n  4 :2 3 .

1 8 . C f. 1 C o r. 1 1 :2 6 .

1 9 . C o u n c il o f T ren t, S e ss io n  X III, D e cre e  o n  th e  H o ly  E u ch aris t, c .5 .

2 0 . C o u n c il o f T ren t, S e ss io n  X X II, D o c trin e  o n  th e  H o ly  S a crifice o f th e  M a ss  

c . 2 .

2 1 . C f. S t. A u g u stin e , Tractatus in loannem, V I, n . 7 .



2 2 . C f. A p o c .[R ev .] 2 1 :2 ; C o l. 3 :1 ; H e b 8  2
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