
L I T U R G Y  I N  T H E  T H E O L O G Y  O F  S T . T H O M A S

S
I N C E  L I T U R G Y  b e c a m e  r e s p e c ta b le  th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  

n u m e r o u s  a t te m p ts  to  w r i te  a  th e o lo g y  o f  i t . O b v io u s ly  

o n e  c a n ,  a n d  d o e s  n o w a d a y s ,  w r i te  a  th e o lo g y  o f  a lm o s t  

a n y th in g — f r o m  h is to r y  to  r e v o lu tio n , f r o m  l e is u r e  to  c lo th e s ,  

f r o m  s in  to  s p o r t . B u t  w h e n  l i tu r g y  i s  r e c o g n iz e d  to  m e a n  th e  

s u b s ta n c e  n o  l e s s th a n  th e  s h a p e  o f th e  C h u r c h ’s w o r s h ip  i t  

b e c o m e s im p e r a tiv e  to  e x a m in e  i t o n  a  th e o lo g ic a l l e v e l . I n  

i t s  p r o g r a m  f o r  l i tu r g ic a l  s tu d ie s  V a tic a n  I I  p u ts  th e  th e o lo g ic a l  

a s p e c t o f  th e  s u b je c t in  th e  f i r s t p la c e . 1

1  C o n s t i tu t io n  o n th e L i tu r g y , Sacrosanctum Concilium, n n . 1 6 , 2 3 .

T h e  l i t e r a r y  f o r m  o f th e o lo g ic a l s tu d ie s  o n  th e  l i tu r g y  c a n  

b e  th e  th e o lo g ic a l m o n o g r a p h  o r  s o m e  c h a p te r s  in  a  b o o k  th a t  

a ls o  d e a ls w ith  l i tu r g y  o n  o th e r l e v e ls — h is to r ic a l , p a s to r a l ,  

s p i r i tu a l ,  c e r e m o n ia l ,  a e s th e t ic . T h e s e  f o r m s  h a v e ,  o f  n e c e s s i ty ,  

to  t a k e  a  g r e a t d e a l f o r g r a n te d  a b o u t th e o lo g y . T h e y  a p p ly  

th e o lo g ic a l c a te g o r ie s , p r in c ip le s , a n d  p r e s u p p o s i t io n s to  th e  

s u b je c t  in  h a n d  w ith o u t  h a v in g  th e  t im e  o r  s p a c e  to  a n a ly z e  o r  

e v a lu a te  th e m . T h e i r th e o lo g ic a l a s s u m p t io n s  a r e  o f te n  u n ­

s p o k e n  o r  b a r e ly  c o n f e s s e d . I f  th e o lo g y  w e r e  b e in g  d o n e  w ith in  

a  s in g le  t r a d it io n ,  w h e r e  th e r e  i s  g e n e r a l a g r e e m e n t o n  p r in c ip le s  

a n d  p r e s u p p o s i t io n s ,  th e r e  m ig h t  b e  n o  c a u s e  f o r  c o n c e rn  h e r e .  

B u t  in  a n  e r a  o f  th e o lo g ic a l p lu r a l i s m  a n d  in te r - C h u r c h  d e b a te  

o n e  c a n n o t p r e s u m e  s u c h  a g r e e m e n t . I f  th e  w r i te r  o n  l i tu r g y  

d o e s n o t d e c la r e h is s ta n d p o in t a n d  e x p la in h is th e o lo g ic a l  

h o r iz o n  h e  w ill f in d  i t d i f f ic u l t to  e n g a g e  in  th e o lo g ic a l d e b a te  

a b o u t l i tu r g y , a s a b o u t a n y th in g  e ls e , w ith  th o s e  w h o  s ta n d  

o u ts id e  h is  t r a d i t io n . A n d  h e  w il l s a y  n o th in g  m u c h  o f  in te r e s t  

to  th o s e  w h o  s ta n d  o u ts id e  th e  g r o u n d  o f  f a i th  a n d  w h o  w o u ld  

r e q u ir e  th e  l i tu r g ic a l  l i f e  o f  th e  c h u r c h  to  b e  s u b m i tte d  to  s o m e  

k in d  o f  r a t io n a l v e r i f ic a t io n .
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I t m ig h t b e c la im e d  th a t c o n te m p o r a r y th e o lo g y o f th e  

l i tu r g y  a v o id s  th e  p i t f a l ls  o f  p lu r a li s m  b y  g o in g  b a c k  to  c a te ­

g o r ie s  th a t  a r e  p r e d o m in a n t ly  b ib l ic a l  a n d  p a t r i s t i c . A p a r t  f r o m  

th e  f a c t th a t th e s e  a r e  th e  in d is p e n s ib le s o u r c e  c a te g o r ie s  o f  

r e v e la t io n , th e y  p r e d a te  th e  d o g m a t ic  d is p u te s  o f  th e  c h u r c h e s  

a n d  th e  th e o lo g ic a l p a r t ic u la r is m  o f  th e  s c h o o ls  a n d  a r e  g e n e r ­

a l ly  a c c e p te d  b y  a l l C h r is t ia n s . H o w e v e r , th e  c o u r s e  o f c o n ­

t e m p o r a r y  th e o lo g y  s u r e ly  s h o w s th a t w h a t i s b u i l t f r o m  a  

c o m m o n  f u n d  o f  b ib l ic a l a n d  t r a d i t io n a l m a te r ia l  i s  in e v i ta b ly  

in f lu e n c e d  b y  th e  d o g m a t ic  a n d  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s ta n c e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  

w r i te r s . A  th e o lo g ia n  o f th e  l i tu r g y  w h o  i s h o n e s t a b o u t h is  

h e r m e n e u t ic a l p r e s u p p o s it io n s  w il l n o t b e  d e c e iv e d  b y  a  c o n ­

v e r g e n c e  o f  t e r m in o lo g y . I n  a n y  c a s e ,  th e  c r i t ic a l a n d  r a t io n a l  

f u n c tio n  o f  th e o lo g y  a n d  i t s  t a s k  o f  b u i ld in g  a  b r id g e  b e tw e e n  

f a i th  a n d  th e  c a p ita l o f  h u m a n  th o u g h t  r e q u i r e  i t  to  v e r i f y  th e  

o n to lo g ic a l g r o u n d  o f r e v e a le d  id e a s . T h e  f a c t th a t th e  B ib le  

r e c o r d s  th e  b e l ie f  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p le  in  G o d  a n d  g iv e s  d e ta i ls  

o f  th e ir  w o r s h ip  i s  n o  g u a r a n te e  th a t  th e r e  i s  a n y  s u c h  th in g  a s  

G o d  in  r e a li ty ;  th e ir  b e l ie f  th a t  th e  m y s te ry  o f  s a lv a t io n  i s  e m ­

b o d ie d  in  c e r ta in  e v e n ts ,  p e r s o n s  o r  r i tu a l s  i s  o f  i ts e lf  n o  g u a r a n ­

t e e  th a t th e  d iv in e  c a n  b e  c o n ta c te d  b y  th e  h u m a n  th r o u g h  

c r e a te d  in te r m e d ia r ie s . A  th e o lo g y  o f th e  l i tu r g y  th a t l im i t s  

i t s e l f  to  a  b ib lic a l a n d  t r a d it io n a l  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  C h u r c h ’s  

w o r s h ip  o f f e r s  a  s p e c io u s  p r o s p e c t f o r  c o m m u n ic a t io n  b e tw e e n  

r e l ig io u s  m e n  a n d  c a n  l e a v e  th e  l i tu r g y  d e f e n c e le s s  a n d  th r e a t ­

e n e d  w ith  a b s u r d i ty  in  th e  f a c e  o f  r a t io n a l  h u m a n is t ic  c r i t i c is m .

A n  a l te r n a t iv e  th e o lo g ic a l a p p r o a c h  to  th e  l i tu r g y  i s  to  s i tu ­

a te  th e  s u b je c t w ith in  a  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  th e o lo g y , a  th e o lo g y  

w h ic h  i s  d e a lin g  in  th e  b r o a d e s t p o s s ib le  w a y  w ith  G o d  a n d  h is  

r e la t io n s h ip  to  th e  c r e a te d  o r d e r . S u c h  a  th e o lo g y  w il l h a v e  

to  a n a ly z e  a n d  ju s t i f y  i t s  o w n  b a s ic  a s s u m p tio n s  a b o u t  G o d  a n d  

m a n . I f  i t i s C h r is t ia n  th e o lo g y  i t w ill h a v e  to  e x a m in e  th e  

h is to r ic a l  w o r k in g  o u t  o f  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  G o d  a n d  m a n  

a n d  e x p la in  h o w  i t c u lm in a te s in  C h r is t . T h e n , w ith  i t s  th e ­

o lo g ic a l , a n th r o p o lo g ic a l , a n d c h r i s to lo g ic a l p r e s u p p o s it io n s  

c o n f e s s e d  a n d  d e f e n d e d  i t  w ill  c o m e  to  e x a m in e  th e  p la c e  o f  th e  

C h u r c h  a n d  i ts  l i tu r g y  in  th e  a c tu a l  b r in g in g  a b o u t  o f  th a t  r e la ­
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l  io n s h ip . T h e  f a c t th a t f e w  c o n te m p o r a r y  th e o lo g ia n s  a r e  p r e ­

p a r e d  to  a t te m p t  s u c h  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e  t a s k  i s  l e s s  a  s ig n  o f  th e  

im p o s s ib il i ty  o r  u n d e s i r a b i l i ty  o f  th e  p r o je c t  th a n  o f  th e  p r io r i ty  

th a t h a s  to  b e  g iv e n  a t  p r e s e n t  to  a s s e m b l in g  a n d  a s s im i la t in g  

th e  v a s t s to r e  o f s o u r c e  m a te r ia l th a t h a s b e e n  p r e s e n te d  to  

th e  s y s te m a t ic  th e o lo g ia n  b y  b ib l ic a l , p a t r i s t i c , a n d  h is to r ic a l  

s tu d ie s  o f  a l l k in d s . M e a n t im e , h o w e v e r , i t  s h o u ld  b e  in te r e s t­

in g  a n d  m e th o d o lo g ic a l ly  in s tr u c t iv e  to  lo o k  a t h o w  th e  t a s k  

w a s  a c c o m p l is h e d  a t  a n  e a r l ie r  a g e  o f  th e o lo g y .

S t .  T h o m a s  d id  n o t  w r ite  a  th e o lo g y  o f  th e  l i tu r g y . H is  th in k ­

in g  a b o u t l i tu r g ic a l  m a t te r s  i s  to  b e  f o u n d  m a in ly  in  h is  c o m ­

p r e h e n s iv e  th e o lo g ic a l w o r k s — in  th e  tw o  Summas a n d  in  h is  

c o m m e n ta r y  o n  th e  Sentences. I t i s f o u n d  th e r e , n o t in  th e  

f o r m  o f a  b lo c k  o f m a te r ia l th a t c o u ld  b e  c a l le d  a  th e o lo g y  

o f  th e  l i tu r g y ,  o r  e v e n  a  th e o lo g ic a l  t r a c t  o n  th e  l i tu r g y . W h e n  

h e  c o m e s  to  d e a l w ith  th e  c o r e  o f  th e  C h u r c h ’s  l i tu r g y , in  h is  

d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  s a c r a m e n ts  to w a r d s  th e  e n d  o f  th e  Tertia  Pars, 

h e  i s n o t o p e n in g  u p  a  n e w  t r a c t b u t s im p ly  c o m in g  in  h is  

o w n  g o o d  t im e  to  d is c u s s  th e  a c tu a l  w o r k in g  o u t  o f  th e  r e la t io n ­

s h ip  b e tw e e n  G o d  a n d  h is  c r e a tio n  th a t h a s  b e e n  th e  s u b je c t  

o f  h is  s in g le m in d e d  s tu d y  f r o m  th e  f i r s t q u e s t io n s  o f  th e  Prima  

Pars. T h r o u g h o u t th e  Summa h e  i s  w r i t in g  th e o lo g y  p u r e  a n d  

s im p le , n o t th e  th e o lo g y  o f  th i s  o r  th a t . H e  d o e s  n o t  p r e s e n t  

a  th e o lo g y  o f  th e  l i tu r g y  b u t in c o r p o r a te s l i tu r g y  in  h is  th e ­

o lo g y . 2 H e  e x a m in e s  th e  a c tu a l  p r a c t ic e  o f  th e  C h u r c h , a s  h e  

k n e w  i t , in  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  p r in c ip le s  h e  h a s  e s ta b l is h e d  

a b o u t G o d  a n d  m a n , th e  p o s s ib le  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e m ,  

a n d  th e  h is to r ic a l  p h a s e s  o f  th a t  r e la t io n s h ip  th a t  h a v e  a  b e a r ­

in g  o n  p r e s e n t r e a l i ty  ( c r e a t io n , o r ig in a l ju s t ic e  a n d  s in , th e  

O ld  L a w , th e  c o m m u n i ty  o f s a lv a t io n , C h r is t , th e  C h u r c h ) . 

T h e s e  p r in c ip le s a n d  h is to r ic a l p r e c e d e n ts  a r e  h is  p r e s u p p o s i ­

t io n s . T h e y h a v e b e e n c r i t ic a l ly  e x a m in e d a n d e x p la in e d  

th r o u g h o u t th e  Summa. N o w  th e y  a r e  b e in g  u s e d  to  p r o v id e  

a  th e o lo g ic a l in te r p r e ta t io n  o f l i tu r g ic a l d a ta . O n e  m a y  d is ­

a g r e e  w ith  h is  p r in c ip le s . B u t a t l e a s t o n e  k n o w s  w h a t th e y

H e n c e  th e  t i t le  o f th i s  a r t ic le .  



5G0 LIAM G. WALSH

a r e . A n d  o n e  h a s  b e e n  in v i te d  to  d e b a te  th e m  to  th e  u l t im a te  

l im it s  o f  d o g m a t ic  a n d  p h i lo s o p h ic a l e n q u i ry .

T h e  w o r k in g  o u t o f th e s e  th e o lo g ic a l p r e s u p p o s it io n s  b y  S t .  

T h o m a s  i s  n o t e n t ir e ly  in d e p e n d e n t o f  th e  d a ta  th a t th e y  a r e  

u l t im a te ly  e m p lo y e d  to  in te r p r e t . T h e  g iv e n  n o r m  o f th e ­

o lo g ic a l e n d e a v o r  i s  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  b e l ie v in g  c o m m u n i ty . T h e  

th e o lo g ia n  m u s t k n o w  th e  e x p r e s s io n  w h ic h  th e  f a i th  o f th e  

c o m m u n i ty  f in d s in  i ts S c r ip tu re s , C r e e d s , a n d  l i tu r g y . H e  

m u s t b e  a w a r e , to o , o f th e  d i r e c tio n  w h ic h  th e  c o n te m p o ra r y  

c o m m u n i ty  i s  t a k in g  in  i t s  a t te m p ts  to  r e a liz e  i t s  b e l ie f  a n d  i t s  

h o p e  in  a  c o n s ta n tly  e v o lv in g  h u m a n  s i tu a t io n . T h is d a tu m ,  

w h ic h  i s  th e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  R e v e la t io n , i s  s o v e r e ig n  in  th e o lo g y .  

T h e  th e o lo g ia n  w h o  d o e s  n o t  b e g in  h is  w o r k  b y  l i s te n in g  to  i t  

r i s k s  w a n d e r in g  o f f  o n  i r r e le v a n t , a  p r io r i s t i c  s p e c u la t io n . A n d ,  

i f  h e  e v e r  d o e s  g e t  b a c k  to  e m p lo y in g  th e  s p e c u la tiv e  p r in c ip le s  

h e  w o r k s  o u t  to  th e  l i f e  o f  h is  c o n te m p o ra r y  C h u r c h , h e  m a y  

f in d  h im s e l f  a t v a r ia n c e  w ith  i ts  b e lie f s  a n d  p r a c tic e s  a n d  th e  

d i r e c t io n s  th e s e  a r e  t a k in g  in  th e  w o r ld  o f  h is  d a y . I f , f o r  e x ­

a m p le , a  th e o lo g ia n  f o u n d  h im s e lf c o m m itte d  to  a  r e l ig io u s  

a n th r o p o lo g y  w h ic h  h e ld  th a t r i tu a l s y m b o l ic a l a c t iv i ty  i s  u n ­

w o r th y  o f  m a n  in  h is  d e a lin g s  w ith  G o d , h e  w o u ld  f in d  h im s e l f  

e m b a r r a s s e d  b y  th e  s a c r a m e n ta l p r a c t ic e a n d  b e lie f s o f th e  

C h u r c h .

T h e r e  i s  g o o d  r e a s o n  f o r  c la im in g  th a t  S t . T h o m a s  g iv e s  d u e  

th e o lo g ic a l w e ig h t to  l i tu r g ic a l d a ta . 3  * * * * * * * I n  h is  t r e a tm e n t o f  th e  

s a c r a m e n ts  th e  usus o r  consuetudo Ecclesiae, th e  ritus ab Ec­

clesia servatus i s  a  s o l id  u n q u e s t io n e d  auctoritas.11 I f  o b je c t io n s  

3  C f . C . B o r o b ia , “  L a  l i tu r g ia  c o m e  lu g a r t e o lo g ic o  e n  l a  t e o lo g ia  s a c r a m e n ta r ia  

d e  s a n to  T o m à s ,”  in  M iscelanéa P. Cuervo ( S a la m a n c a , 1 9 7 0 )  ,2 2 9 - 2 5 4 ; Y . C o n g a r ,

O . P . , “  F a i t s , p r o b lè m e s  e t  r e f le c t io n s  à  p r o p o s  d u  p o u v o i r  d ’o r d r e  e t d e s  r a p p o r t s  

e n t r e  l e  p r e s b y té ra t e t l ’é p is c o p a t ,”  in  La M aison Dieu 1 4 ( 1 9 4 8 ) , 1 0 7 -1 2 8 ; H .

H e r in g , “  D e lo c o th e o lo g ic o l i tu rg ia e a p u d  S . T h o m a m ,” in Pastor Bonus 5

( 1 9 4 1 ) , 4 5 6 - 4 6 4 ; F . M a r in - S o la , O .  P . , L ’Évolution homogène du dogme catholique

( F r ib o u r g , 1 9 2 4 ) . T o m e  I , p . 2 9 1  s q .

*  T o  t a k e  th e  Summa Theologiae a lo n e  c f . Π Ι , q . 6 0 , a . 8 ; q . 6 6 , a . 1 0 ; q . 7 2 ,

a . 4  s e d  c o n t r a . ; q . 7 2 , a . 1 2  s e d  c o n t r a ; q . 7 3 , a . 1 s e d  c o n t r a .; q . 7 3 , a . 2  a d  1 ;

q . 7 5 , a . 2 ; q . 7 6 , a . 8  s e d  c o n t r a .; q . 7 8 , a . 6  s e d  c o n t ra . ; q . 7 9 , a . 3 , o b j . 1 ;

q . 7 9 , a . 5  s e d  c o n t ra . ;  q . 8 0 , a . 1 2  s e d  c o n t ra . ;  q . 8 2 , a . 2 ; q . 8 3 , a . 2 ; q . 8 3 , a . 3  s e d  

c o n t r a . ; q . 8 3 , a . 4 ; q . 8 3 , a . 5  s e d  c o n t r a .
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s u g g e s t a  c o n f l ic t b e tw e e n p r in c ip le a n d  p r a c tic e , i t i s th e  

p r in c ip le  th a t h a s to  b e  a d ju s te d . I n  h is  m o r e  a b s t r a c t th e ­

o lo g ic a l in v e s tig a t io n s h e  i s a ls o  r e a d y  to  a p p e a l to  l i tu rg ic a l  

p r a c tic e  a n d  t e x ts  f o r  c o n f i r m a t io n  o f  h is  o p t io n s .®  A n d  th e r e  

i s a n  e v e n  m o r e  b a s ic  in d ic a t io n  th a t S t . T h o m a s  b u i ld s h is  

th e o lo g ic a l e d i f ic e f r o m  i t s v e r y f o u n d a t io n s to w a r d s a n  

e v e n tu a l u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f C h r is tia n  l i tu r g y . I n  th e  g e n e r a l  

p r o lo g u e  to  th e  Summa h e  e x p la in s  “  p r o p o s i tu m  n o s t r a e  in ­

t e n tio n is  in  h o c  o p e r e  e s t e a  q u a e  a d  christianam religionem  

p e r t in e n t . . . t r a d e r e .” W h e n  h e  f u r th e r s p e c if ie s  th a t “  p r in ­

c ip a l is in te n t io  h u iu s s a c r a e d o c tr in a e e s t D e i c o g n i t io n e m  

t r a d e r e , e t n o n  s o lu m  s e c u n d u m  q u o d  in  s e e s t , s e d  e t ia m  

s e c u n d u m  q u o d  e s t  p r in c ip iu m  r e r u m  e t  f in i s  e a r u m ,  e t  s p e c ia l i te r  

r a t io n a l is  c r e a tu r a e  ”  ®  h e  i s  m a in ta in in g  h is  c o n c e r n  f o r  religio. 

I n  a b s tr a c t t e r m s  h e  u n d e r s ta n d s religio to  m e a n  “  o r d o  a d  

D e u m  ”  o f  th o s e  th in g s  w h ic h  t a k e  th e i r  o r ig in  f r o m  h im . 7 I n  

c o n c r e te  t e r m s  religio i s  m a n ’s  ordo ad Deum  w o r k e d  o u t h is ­

to r ic a l ly  u n t i l i t  i s  f u l f i l l e d  in  C h r is t  a n d  m e d ia te d  to  m a n k in d  

in  th e  “  c u l tu s  D e i s e c u n d u m  r i tu m  christianae religionis.” 8 

T h is  religio i s  th e  s u b je c t m a tte r  o f  h is  th e o lo g y . H is  m e th o d ,  

b e g in n in g  a s  h e  d o e s  w ith  G o d  a n d  p r o c e e d in g  to  e x a m in e  th e  

exitus o f  a l l  th in g s  f r o m  h im  a n d  th e i r  reditus to  h im ,  p r o v id e s  

a  p r o f o u n d ly  th e o lo g ic a l p e r s p e c tiv e  f o r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  l i tu r g y .  

M o v e m e n t  f r o m  G o d  to  m a n  a n d  b a c k  to  G o d  i s  th e  f u n d a ­

m e n ta l  p a t te r n  o f  l i tu r g y . A  l i tu rg i s t , th e n ,  i s  e n t i t l e d  to  c la im  

th a t ,  e v e n  in  th e  m o s t  a b s tr a c t  s p e c u la t io n s  o f  S t . T h o m a s ,  p r e ­

s u p p o s i t io n s  a r e  b e in g  e s ta b li s h e d  a n d  id e a s  f o r g e d  w h ic h  w ill  

b e  r e a d y m a d e  f o r a n  e v e n tu a l th e o lo g ic a l e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  

C h u r c h ’s  w o r s h ip . 9

0  I , q . 2 8 , a . 7 ; q . 2 5 , a . 8  o b j . 1 ; q . 2 8 , a . 2 ; q . 5 2 , a . 1 s e d  c o n t r a . ; I - Π , q . 1 0 3 ,  

a . 3  a d  4 ; q . 1 1 3 , a . 9  s e d  c o n t r a .; Ι Ι - Π  q . 8 2 , a . 3  a d  2 ; q , 8 2 , a . 4 ; q . 8 3 , a .  1 7 ;  

H I , q . 2 7 , a . 1 s e d  c o n t r a .; q . 2 7 , a . 2  a d  3 ; q . 3 1 , a . 5  o b j . 1 .

’  I , q . 2 , p r o lo g u s .

’  Π - Π , q . 8 1 , a . 1 .

8 m , q . 6 3 , a . 2 .

’  F o r  a n  h is to r ic a l s u r v e y  o f th e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  l i tu rg y  a n d  th e o lo g y , w ith  

a l i s t o f c o n te m p o r a ry  w o r k s o n th e s u b je c t , c f . P . F e r n a n d e z , “ L i tu r g ia y
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I n  f a c t , m o s t o f th e  th e o lo g ie s o f th e  l i tu r g y  th a t a l r e a d y  

e x is t w ith in  th e  C a th o l ic  t r a d it io n  a r e  h a p p y  to  c la im  s u p p o r t  

f r o m  S t .  T h o m a s . T h e y  u s e  h is  id e a s  a n d  p r in c ip le s  in  v a r y in g  

d e g r e e s . H o w e v e r ,  i t  m a y  b e  w o r th  a s k in g  w h e th e r  a n y  o f  th e m  

r e p r e s e n ts S t . T h o m a s d e e p e s t th e o lo g ic a l th in k in g a b o u t  

l i tu r g y . T h e s e  th e o lo g ie s  c a n  b e  c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  th e  k e y  id e a  

w h ic h th e y s e le c t a s th e s ta r t in g - p o in t f o r u n d e r s ta n d in g  

l i tu r g y . O n e  w ill u s u a l ly  f in d  th i s  a t  th e  h e a r t o f  th e  “  d e f in i ­

t io n  ”  th e y  o f f e r  o f  th e  l i tu r g y . W h ile  f e w  o f  th e s e  w r i te r s  w o u ld  

c la im  to  b e  g iv in g  a  d e f in it io n  th a t m e a s u r e s u p  to  a l l th e  

t e c h n ic a l r e q u i r e m e n ts o f lo g ic a l d e f in i t io n  th e y  u s u a l ly  d o  

a t te m p t  a  c o n c is e , o r d e r ly  s ta te m e n t  o f w h a t th e y  c o n s id e r  to  

b e  th e  e s s e n tia l f e a tu r e s  o f l i tu r g y . 1 0 T h e  k e y  id e a  in  s o m e  

o f  th e s e  d e f in i t io n s  i s w o r s h ip , cultus; in  o th e r s  i t  i s  s ig n , sig­

num; s t i l l o th e r s  d e f in e  l i tu r g y  in  t e r m s  o f th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f  

C h r is t . W h ile  e a c h  o f  th e s e  id e a s  i s  p r o m in e n t  in  S t . T h o m a s ’s  

th in k in g  a b o u t l i tu r g y , o n e  i s  e n t i t l e d  to  a s k  w h ic h , i f  a n y  o f  

th e m , r e p r e s e n ts  h is  m o s t b a s ic  in s ig h t o n  th e  s u b je c t . T h e y  

c a n  b e  e x a m in e d  in  tu r n . I f  n o n e  o f  th e m  p r o v e s  e n t ir e ly  s a t is ­

f a c to r y ,  a n o th e r  id e a  w il l n e e d  to  b e  p u t  f o r w a r d  a n d  i ts  c la im  

to  b r in g  th e  f u l l w e ig h t o f  S t . T h o m a s ’s th e o lo g y  to  b e a r  o n  

th e  l i tu r g y  ju s t i f ie d . S u c h  a n  id e a  w il l p u t  o n e  in  to u c h  w ith  

th e  u l t im a te  p r e s u p p o s i t io n s  o f h is  th e o lo g ic a l th in k in g  a b o u t  

th e  l i tu r g y . A n d  i t  w il l m a r k  th e  p o in t  a t  w h ic h  d ia lo g u e  m ig h t  

b e u n d e r ta k e n w ith  th o s e o u ts id e th e th o m is t ic t r a d i t io n ,  

w h e th e r  w ith in  th e  C a th o lic  C h u r c h  o r  o u ts id e  i t , a n d  a  b a s i s  

o f f e r e d  f o r a n  in te l le c tu a l ju s t i f ic a tio n  o f C a th o lic  l i tu r g y  to  

n o n - b e l ie v e r s .

Liturgical M aterial

B e f o r e  v a r io u s  d e f in i t io n s  o f  th e  l i tu r g y  a r e  e x a m in e d  in  th e

T e o lo g ia . L a  h is to r ia  d e  u n  p r o b le m a  m e to d o lô g ic o  ”  in  Cienda Tomista  9 9  ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  

1 3 5 - 1 7 9 . T h is  a r t ic le  d e a ls  a t  s o m e  l e n g th  w ith  th e  p o s i t io n  o f S t . T h o m a s .

1 0  C f . Introduction to the Liturgy ( E n g l i s h  t r a n s i , o f P a r t O n e  o f L ’Eglise en  

prière, 3 r d  e d i t . , e d i te d  b y  A . G . M a r t im o r t ) , S h a n n o n , 1 9 6 8 , 1 - 1 2 ; H . S c h m id t ,  

S . J . , Introductio in Liturgiam Occidentalem ( H e rd e r , 1 9 6 0 ) , 4 7 - 8 7 ; J . I I . M il le r ,  

C . S . C ., “  T h e  N a tu re  a n d  D e f in i t io n  o f th e  L i tu r g y ,”  in  Theological Studies 1 8  

( 1 9 5 7 ) , 3 2 5 -3 5 6 .
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w a y  th a t h a s b e e n  p r o p o s e d  a  p r e l im in a r y  w o r d  h a s to  b e  

s a id  a b o u t w h a t i s  b e in g  d e f in e d . F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  c o m p a r is o n  

o n e  m u s t  b e  s u r e  th a t  th e  id e a s  b e in g  p u t  f o r w a r d  a r e  a l l  m e a n t  

to  d e f in e  th e  s a m e  th in g , s in c e  a n y  d e b a te  a b o u t  d e f in i t io n  s u p ­

p o s e s  a g r e e m e n t o n  th e  m a te r ia l o r  o b je c t s to  b e  c o v e r e d  b y  

th e  d e f in i t io n . A n d  i f  o n e  i s  a p p e a lin g  to  id e a s  t a k e n  f r o m  a n  

a u th o r  o f  th e  p a s t , s u c h  a s  S t . T h o m a s , o n e  h a s  to  e s ta b l is h  

th a t  h e  w a s  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  s a m e  r a n g e  o f  m a te r ia l . O th e r w is e  

h is  id e a s  c a n n o t  b e  c o m p a r e d  w ith  th o s e  o f  th e  p r e s e n t .

F r o m  th e  t im e  th e  w o r d  l i tu r g y  c a m e  to  b e  u s e d  in  i ts  m o d e rn  

s e n s e th e r e  h a s in  f a c t b e e n s o m e u n c e r ta in ty  a b o u t w h a t  

p r e c is e ly  s h o u ld  b e  c o v e re d  b y  i t . N o w a d a y s , h o w e v e r , th e r e  

s e e m s  to  b e  g e n e r a l a g r e e m e n t to  l e t th e  t e a c h in g  a u th o r i t i e s  

o f  th e  C h u r c h  b e  th e  a r b i te r s  o f w h a t i s  l i tu r g ic a l a n d  w h a t  

i s n o t . T h e  o f f ic ia l l i tu rg ic a l b o o k s o f th e  C h u r c h  s e p a r a te  

l i tu r g ie s  f r o m  pia exercitia  o r  p r iv a te  d e v o t io n s . O f  c o u r s e , th e  

f r o n t ie r b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  a r e a s  s h if t s  f r o m  t im e  to  t im e , a n d  

s o m e  c e r e m o n ie s m a y  f in d  th e m s e lv e s  n o w  a t o n e  s id e n o w  

a t th e  o th e r . T h e  sensus fidelium  h a s a  l e g i t im a te  r ig h t to  

( d ia lo g u e  w ith  th e  M a g is te r iu m  o n  th e s e m a t te r s . T h e  th e ­

o lo g ia n , f o r  h is  p a r t , w il l t r y  to  w o r k  o u t c r i te r ia  to  h e lp  th e  

M a g is te r iu m  d e c id e  w h a t i s l i tu r g ic a l a n d  w h a t i s n o t . B u t  

a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  h is  w o r k  h e  m u s t  a d o p t a  p r o v is io n a l c la s ­

s i f ic a t io n  o f l i tu r g ic a l m a te r ia l b a s e d  o n  th e  p r a c tic e  o f h is  

c o n te m p o r a r y  C h u r c h . A t th e  p r e s e n t d a y  h e  w ill t a k e  a s  h is  

g u id e l in e  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n  Sacrosanctum  Concilium  o f  V a t ic a n  

I I ,  w ith  th e  v a r io u s  in s t ru c t io n s  a n d  l i tu r g ic a l b o o k s  th a t  h a v e  

b e e n  i s s u e d  to  im p le m e n t i t . T h is  i s th e  m a te r ia l th a t c o n ­

t e m p o r a ry  d e f in i t io n s  o f th e  l i tu r g y  w il l w a n t to  m a k e  in te l ­

l ig ib le .

T h e  l i tu r g ic a l m a te r ia l w h ic h S t . T h o m a s c o n s id e r e d  w a s  

p r e s e n te d  to  h im  b y  th e  l e g i s la t io n  a n d  p r a c tic e  o f  th e  m e d i ­

a e v a l L a tin  C h u r c h . I t w a s  n o t th e  m o s t e n l ig h te n e d  p e r io d  

o f  l i tu r g ic a l h is to r y . T h e  t r a d i t io n  h a d  b e c o m e  s o m e w h a t n a r ­

r o w  a n d  s ta t ic . T h e r e  w a s  n o t a  g r e a t d e a l o f h is to r ic a l in ­

f o r m a t io n a v a i la b le , a n d  th e c r i te r io n o f d e v e lo p m e n t w a s  
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c a n o n ic a l p r e c e d e n t r a th e i ·  th a n  l iv in g  t r a d i t io n . A lle g o r ic a l  

in te r p re ta t io n  t e n d e d  to  o b s c u r e  th e  r e a l m e a n in g  o f  l i tu rg ic a l  

f o r m s . A  c le r ic a l a n d  m o n a s t ic  b ia s  l e f t l i t t l e  r o o m  f o r  a c t iv e  

c e r e m o n ia l p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  th e  l i tu r g y  b y  th e  l a i ty . S t .  

T h o m a s  w a s  c e r ta in ly  in f lu e n c e d  a n d  l im i te d  b y  p r e v a i l in g  a t ­

t i tu d e s  a n d  p r a c t ic e s . B u t  o n e  c a n  h a r d ly  c la im  th a t  h e  d e v i ­

a te s  s u b s ta n tia l ly  f r o m  th e  e s s e n t ia l l i tu r g ic a l t r a d it io n  o f  th e  

C h u r c h . A ll th e  m a in  e le m e n ts th a t w e n o w  r e c o g n iz e a s  

l i tu r g ic a l— th e  s e v e n  s a c r a m e n ts , th e  p r a y e r  o f  th e  h o u r s , th e  

m a in  f e a s t s  o f  th e  c a le n d a r , a n d  th e  a r c h ite c tu r a l ,  a r t is t i c , a n d  

m u s ic a l s e t t in g  o f  th e s e  a c tiv i t i e s — a r e  c e r ta in ly  id e n t i f ie d  b y  

h im  a s  s p e c ia l s u b je c t s  o f  th e o lo g ic a l a n a ly s is . H e  a t te m p ts  to  

c o p e  w ith  s u c h  h is to r ic a l m a te r ia l a s  w a s a v a i la b le  to  h im ; 1 1  

h e r e c o g n iz e s th e  l e g i t im a c y  o f th e G r e e k  r i t e ; 1 2 h is c o m ­

m e n ta r ie s  o n  th e  r i tu a l o f  s a c r a m e n ts  a r e  q u i te  r e a l is t ic , w ith  

o n ly  o c c a s io n a l c o n c e s s io n s  to  a l le g o r y ; 1 3  h is  d is c u s s io n s  o n  th e  

subjectum ( i .  e . , r e c ip ie n t) o f s a c r a m e n ts a n d  o n  th e  s a c r a ­

m e n ta l c h a r a c te r s h o w  a  f u n d a m e n ta l ly  s o u n d  a p p r e c ia t io n  

o f  th e  n e e d  f o r a c t iv e  p a r t ic ip a t io n ,1 4 a n d  th e r e f o r e  f o r  w h a t  

h e  c a l l s  th e  solemnitas 1 5 b u i l t a r o u n d  th e  e s s e n tia l c o r e o f  

l i tu r g ic a l s ig n s . A  c o n te m p o ra r y  l i tu r g i s t , th e n , c a n  id e n t if y  

q u i te  w e l l w ith  S t . T h o m a s ’s  c h o ic e  o f  l i tu r g ic a l m a te r ia l . H e  

c a n  f e e l c o n f id e n t th a t  id e a s  u s e d  b y  S t . T h o m a s  to  u n d e r s ta n d  

th e  ritus christianae religionis a r e  r e le v a n t to  h is  o w n  f ie ld  o f  

in v e s t ig a tio n .

1 1  T h e re  a r e  f r e q u e n t r e fe r e n c e s  to  e a r l ie r  l i tu r g ic a l l e g i s la t io n  in  h is  s a c r a m e n ta l  

th e o lo g y . A m o n g  th e  a d m i t te d ly  r a r e  a t te m p ts  h e  m a k e s  to  e x p la in  th e  h is to r ic a l  

e v o lu t io n  o f  a  l i tu r g ic a l p r a c tic e  c f . I l l , q . 8 0 , a . 1 0  a d  5 ; a . 1 2 .

1 2  B a p t i s m — I I I , q . 6 0 , a . 8 ; c f . q . 6 6 , a . 5  a d  1 ; E u c h a r i s t — Γ Π , q . 7 4 , a . 4 ; c f .  

Cont. Errores Graecorum- Π , 2 8 ; f o r a  g e n e r a l r e m a rk  s u p p o r t in g  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  

l i tu r g ic a l p lu r a l i s m  c f . Summa Theol., Π - Π , q . 9 3 , a . 1 a d  3 .

1 3  C f . f o r  e x a m p le  h is a n a ly s i s  o f th e  e u c h a r i s t i e  l i tu rg y  in  Summa Theol., H I ,  

q . 8 3 , a . 4 . O n  th e  r e a c t io n  a g a in s t a l le g o r y  s p e a r h e a d e d  b y  S t . A lb e r t th e  G re a t  

c f . J .  J u n g m a n n ,  S . J . , M issarum  Sollemnia, v o l . 1 , e n g l i s h  t r a n s i , p . 1 1 3 . J u n g m a im ,  

h o w e v e r , c la im s  th a t th e  Summa s t i l l m a k e s to o  m a n y  c o n c e s s io n s  to  a l le g o r i s m ,  

p . 1 1 4 .

1 4  C f . C . O ’N e il l , 0 . P . , “  T h e  r o le  o f  th e  r e c ip ie n t  a n d  s a c r a m e n ta l s ig n i f ic a t io n  ”  

in  The Thomist 2 1 ( 1 9 5 8 ) , 2 5 7 - 3 1 , 5 0 8 - 5 4 0 .

15 f  umma Theol., Ι Π , q . 6 4 , a . 2  a d  1 ; q . 6 6 , a . 1 0 ; q . 7 2 , a . 4 .
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Liturgy as worship

O n c e  i t w a s e s ta b l i s h e d  th a t l i tu r g y  w a s s o m e th in g  m o r e  

th a n  th e  C h u r c h ’s  e x te r n a l p o m p  a n d  c i r c u m s ta n c e ,  to  b e  d e ­

f in e d  d e s c r ip t iv e ly , l i tu r g i s ts  b e g a n  to  s e a r c h  f o r  i t s  d e e p e r  th e ­

o lo g ic a l m e a n in g . I n  c o n s t ru c t in g  th e ir  th e o lo g ic a l d e f in i t io n s  

o f th e  l i tu r g y  th e y  tu r n e d  f i r s t to  th e  n o t io n  o f cultus ( c u l t ,  

w o r s h ip )  . i e H e r e  w a s  a  r e a d y - m a d é  id e a , w ith  p r o f o u n d  th e ­

o lo g ic a l r e s o n a n c e s , w h ic h  s e e m e d  to  g iv e  i t s e s s e n tia l th e ­

o lo g ic a l  in te l l ig ib i l i ty  to  l i tu rg ic a l  a c tiv i ty . A  th o r o u g h  a n a ly s is  

o f  c u l t w a s  a v a i la b le  in  S t . T h o m a s ’s  t r e a tm e n t o f th e  v i r tu e  

o f  r e l ig io n . H is  id e a s  w e r e  g r a te f u l ly  e m p lo y e d  in  w o r k in g  o u t  

th e  im p l ic a t io n s  o f  d e f in in g  l i tu r g y  in  t e r m s  o f  w o r s h ip . 1 7 H is  

th in k in g  o n  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  in te r n a l a n d  e x te r n a l  

w o r s h ip  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  p a r t ic u la r ly  v a lu a b le . T h e r e  c o u ld  b e  

l i t t l e  d a n g e r  o f r e d u c in g  l i tu r g y  to  e x te r n a l c e re m o n ia l w h e n  

o n e  c o n c e iv e d  c u l t  a s  a  p e r s o n a l m o r a l a c t o f  th e  v i r tu e  o f  r e ­

l ig io n . T o  s a y  l i tu r g y  w a s  c u l t w a s  to  s a y  i t w a s  p r im a r i ly  a n  

in te r io r r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  G o d ; a l l i ts  e x te r n a l f e a tu r e s  w e r e  

m e a n t  to  s e r v e  th a t  r e la t io n s h ip .

T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  d o u b t th a t  th e  n o t io n  o f  c u l t i s  e s s e n tia l to  a  

th e o lo g ic a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  l i tu r g y . B u t  w h e th e r  i t  i s  th e  b e s t  

s ta r t in g  p o in t f o r s u c h  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  m a y  b e  q u e s t io n e d . 

S o m e  th e o lo g ia n s  a r e  s l ig h t ly  s u s p ic io u s  o f  i t  in s o f a r  a s  i t i s  a  

“  r a t io n a l ”  n o t io n , d e r iv e d  f r o m  a  p h i lo s o p h ic o - e th ic a l  a n a ly s is  

o f  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  m a n  a n d  G o d . 1 8 T h is  o b je c tio n  h a s  

s o m e  w e ig h t  i f  th e  id e a  o f  w o r s h ip  i s  b e in g  p u t  f o r w a r d  a s  a n  

a  p r io r i c o n c e p t f r o m  w h ic h  o n e  c la im s  to  d e d u c e  th e  r e a l i ty  

o f C h r is t ia n  l i tu r g y . B u t w h e n  i t i s s im p ly  b e in g  u s e d , a n d  

u s e d  a n a lo g ic a l ly , to  p r o v id e  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f th e  g iv e n

”  T h e r e  i s  a  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  l i s t  o f  th e s e  d e f in i t io n s  in  S c h m id t , op. cit., p p . 4 8 - 6 0 .

17 J. M . H a n s s e n s , “  D e  N a tu ra  L i tu r g ia e  a d  m e n te m  S . T h o m a e ,”  in  Periodica  

de re morali, canonica, liturgica 2 4  ( 1 9 3 5 ) , 1 2 7 * - 1 6 5 * ; J . M e n e s s ie r , O . P . , “ L ’ id é e  

d u  s a c r é  e t  l e  c u l t d ’a p r è s  S . T h o m a s ,”  in  Rev. des Sc. Phil, et Theol. 1 9  ( 1 9 3 0 ) ,  

6 3 -8 2  a n d  “ L e s r é a l i t é s s a c r é e s d a n s l e c u i t c h r é t ie n ,” ibid. 2 0 (1 9 3 1 ) , 2 7 6 - 2 8 6 , 

4 5 3 - 4 7 1 ; J . L é c u y e r , “  R é f le x io n s  s u r l a  th é o lo g ie  d u  c u i t s e lo n  s a in t T h o m a s ,”  in  

Revue Thomiste 5 5 ( 1 9 5 5 ) , 8 3 9 -8 6 2 .

1 8  C f . Introduction to the Liturgy ( M a r t im o r t ) , p p . 1 8 3 - 1 8 6 .  
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r e a l i ty  o f  C h r is t ia n  l i tu r g y , w h ic h  i s  w h a t  S t . T h o m a s  i s  d o in g ,  

o n e  c a n  h a v e  l i t t le  g r o u n d  f o r c o m p la in t— u n le s s o n e  i s p r e ­

p a r e d  to  d is c r e d it  th e  w h o le  id e a  o f  a  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  th e o lo g y .

A  m o r e  s e r io u s  d i f f ic u l ty  a b o u t th e  u s e  o f  c u l t a s  th e  g e n e r ic  

e le m e n t in  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f  l i tu r g y  i s  th a t i t g iv e s f i r s t p la c e  

to  w h a t m a y  b e  c a l le d  th e  u p w a r d  m o v e m e n t o f th e  l i tu r g y  

( f r o m  m a n  to  G o d ) a n d  d o e s  n o t  m a k e  e x p l ic i t  i ts  d o w n w a r d  

m o v e m e n t ( f r o m  G o d  to  m a n ) . C e r ta in ly  a n y  C h r is t ia n  id e a  

o f  w o r s h ip  c a r r ie s  a n  im p lic i t  a w a re n e s s  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t f r o m  

G o d  to  m a n , b e c a u s e  i t c o m e s  o u t o f  a  b a c k g r o u n d  o f b e lie f  

th a t in  th e  o r d e r  o f g r a c e  n o th in g  c a n  c o m e  f r o m  m a n  th a t  

h a s  n o t f i r s t b e e n  p u t th e r e  b y  G o d . B u t i t i s o n e  th in g  to  

s a y  g r a c e  i s a  p r e r e q u is i te  f o r l i tu r g y , q u i te a n o th e r to  s a y  

th a t g r a c e  i s a c tu a l ly  g iv e n  in  a n d  th r o u g h  th e  l i tu r g y . A  

d e f in i t io n  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t m a k e  th e  s a n c t if y in g  p o w e r o f th e  

l i tu r g y  e x p lic i t w o u ld  s e e m  to  b e  in a d e q u a te . I t  i s w o r th  r e ­

m e m b e r in g  th a t  w h e n  th e  n o t io n  o f  c u l t w a s  f i r s t e m p lo y e d  to  

d e f in e th e l i tu r g y  th e r e w a s s t i l l s o m e u n c e r ta in ty a b o u t  

w h e th e r  a n d  in  w h a t  s e n s e  th e  s a c r a m e n ts  b e lo n g e d  to  l i tu r g y . 1 8  

T h e  M a s s  e a s i ly  e a r n e d  i t s  p la c e  b e c a u s e  a s  a  s a c r i f ic e  i t w a s  

o b v io u s ly  a n  a c t o f  w o r s h ip . B u t a s  lo n g  a s  s a c r a m e n ts  w e r e  

c o n c e iv e d  a lm o s t e x c lu s iv e ly  a s m e a n s o f s a n c t if ic a t io n  th e ir  

r e le v a n c e  to  th e  l i tu r g y  w a s  n o t im m e d ia te ly  o b v io u s . W h e n  

th e  l i tu rg ic a l m o v e m e n t b e g a n  to  m a k e  i t  c le a r  th a t a l l s e v e n  

s a c r a m e n ts  w e r e  l i tu r g ie s , a n d  to g e th e r f o r m e d  th e  v e r y  c o r e  

o f l i tu rg y , th e  c u l t m o v e m e n t o f th e  s a c r a m e n ts  h a d  to  b e  

r e c o g n iz e d . B u t  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  th e  s a n c ti f y in g  p o w e r  a s s o c i ­

a te d  w ith  th e  s a c r a m e n ts  h a d  to  b e  p r e d ic a te d  o f  th e  l i tu r g y  

a s  s u c h . N o w  i t  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  d i f f ic u l t  to  f i t  th e  id e a  o f  s a n c ­

t i f i c a t io n  in to  a  d e f in i t io n  o f  l i tu r g y  w h ic h  i s  c o m m it te d  to  th e  

id e a  o f  c u l t a s  i ts  s ta r t in g  p o in t . I f  o n e  w e r e  lo o k in g  to  S t .  

T h o m a s  f o r  g u id a n c e  o n  h o w  to  d o  i t  o n e  m ig h t  n o te  th a t  w h e n  

h e  c o m e s  to  d is c u s s  w h a t i s  n o w  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  

l i tu r g y ,  th e  s a c r a m e n ts , i t  i s  n o t  to  th e  n o t io n  o f  c u l t h e  f i r s t  

tu r n s . N o r  d o e s  h e  b e g in  w ith  th e  n o t io n  o f  s a n c t if ic a t io n : h e

*’ Ibid. p . 1 8 6 .  
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r e f u s e s  to  d e f in e  s a c r a m e n t  a s  a  c a u s e  o f  g r a c e . H e  o p ts  in s te a d  

f o r a  m o r e g e n e r a l id e a , w h ic h  w ill a l lo w  h im  l a te r to  c o ­

o r d in a te  c u l t a n d  s a n c ti f ic a t io n — th e  id e a  o f  s ig n . 2 0 A n d  i t  i s ,  

in  f a c t , w ith  th i s  v e r y  id e a  th a t  s o m e  m o r e  r e c e n t th e o lo g ia n s  

h a v e  b e g u n  th e ir  d e f in i t io n s  o f  th e  l i tu r g y .

Liturgy as Sign

T h e  n o t io n  o f s ig n  h a s b e e n  c u r r e n t in  L a t in  s a c r a m e n ta l  

I h e o lo g y  a t l e a s t s in c e  S t . A u g u s t in e . A f te r  i t s  p r o m in e n c e  in  

S t . T h o m a s  i t h a d  a  s o m e w h a t u n c e r ta in  c a r e e r . B e c a u s e  th e  

C o u n c i l o f T r e n t w a s p r e o c c u p ie d  w ith  th e  c a u s a l i ty  o f th e  

s a c r a m e n ts , i t t e n d e d  to  p la y  d o w n  th e i r s ig n  v a lu e . I t h a s  

n e v e r b e e n  e a s y  to  c o o r d in a te  s ig n if ic a t io n  a n d  c a u s a l i ty  in  

I  ( l in k in g  a b o u t s a c ra m e n ts : th e  t e m p ta t io n , to  w h ic h  m a n y  o f  

th e  R e f o r m e r s s e e m  to  h a v e  s u c c u m b e d , i s to  r e d u c e th e ir  

c a u s a li ty  to  th a t e x e r c is e d  b y  m e r e ly  h u m a n  s ig n s . P o s t ­

T r id e n tin e  C a th o lic  th e o lo g y , t a k in g  n o  c h a n c e s  o n  th e  ex opere 

operato c a u s a l i ty  o f  th e  s a c r a m e n ts ,  d id  n o t  m a k e  m u c h  u s e  o f  

th e  c o n c e p t  s ig n  a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  i t s  s a c r a m e n ta l  th e o lo g y . E v e n ­

tu a l ly  th e  th e o r ie s  o f C a r d in a l B illo t o n  s a c r a m e n ta l  c a u s a li ty  

th r u s t th e  q u e s t io n  o f  s ig n  b a c k  in to  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  d e b a te  

a b o u t s a c r a m e n ts . A n d  m o d e m  p e r s o n a l i s t th e o lo g ia n s h a v e  

m a d e  s ig n  o n c e a g a in  a  k e y  f e a tu r e  o f th e ir  e x p la n a t io n  o f  

s a c r a m e n ts .

T h e  l i tu r g ic a l m o v e m e n t  w a s  o b v io u s ly  a  f o r c e  in  th e  r e s to r a ­

t io n  o f  s ig n  to  s a c r a m e n ta l  th in k in g . I t s  p a s to r a l  in s t in c t  a b o u t  

th e  c e le b r a t io n  o f s a c r a m e n ts w a s c o n f i r m e d  b y  th i s  k in d  o f  

s a c r a m e n ta l th e o r y . B u t  l i tu r g i s ts  w e r e  m o r e  a w a r e  th a n  m o s t  

th e o lo g ia n s  th a t  th e  s a n c ti f y in g  e f f e c t  o f  s a c r a m e n ts  to o k  p la c e  

in  a  c o n te x t o f  w o r s h ip . T h e y  w e r e  a ls o  m o r e  a w a r e  th a n  m o s t  

th a t  th e  s a n c ti f ic a t io n  o c c u r re d  n o t  ju s t  in  a n d  th ro u g h  th e  e s ­

s e n t ia l m a t te r a n d  f o r m  o f th e  s ig n  b u t th r o u g h  th e  e n t i r e  

l i tu rg ic a l r i tu a l . H e n c e  i t  w a s  n a tu r a l th a t th e y  w o u ld  e x te n d  

th e  n o t io n  o f  s ig n  f r o m  s a c r a m e n ta l th e o lo g y  to  th e  th e o lo g y  

o f  l i tu r g y ,  a n d  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  c o m e  to  d e f in e  l i tu r g y  a s  a  c o m -

”  Summa Theol., Π Ι , q . 6 0 , a . 1  
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p le x  o f  s ig n s  th a t e x p r e s s a n d  r e a l iz e  b o th  s a n c t i f ic a t io n  a n d  

w o r s h ip .2 1

2 1 C . V a g a g g in i , O . S . B . Theological Dimensions of the Liturgy, v o l . 1 ( t r a n s ­

l a te d  f r o m  2 n d  I ta l ia n  e d i t io n  o f II senso theologico della Liturgie) C o l le g e v i l le ,  

1 9 5 9 , d e f in e s l i tu r g y  a s “  th e  c o m p le x u s o f th e  e f f ic a c io u s s ig n s o f th e  C h u r c h ’s  

s a n c t i f ic a t io n  a n d  o f h e r w o rs h ip  ” ( p . 1 7 ) .

2 2  “  S a c r a ig i tu r L i tu r g ia  c u l tu m  p u b l ic u m  c o n s t i tu i t , q u e m  R e d e m p to r n o s te r ,  

E c c le s ia e C a p u t , c a e le s t i P a t r i h a b e t ; q u e m q u e c h r i s t i f id e l iu m  s o c ie ta s C o n d i to r i  

s u o  e t  p e r  ip s u m  a e te rn o  P a t r i t r ib u i t ;  u tq u e  o m n ia  b r e v i te r  p e r s t r in g a m u s , in te g r u m  

c o n s t i tu i t p u b l ic u m  c u l tu m  m y s t ic i l e s u  C h r is t i C o r p o r i s , C a p i t i s n e m p e m e m ­

b r o r u m q u e e iu s ”  M ediator Dei, 2 0 .

2 3  “  M e r i to  ig i tu r L i tu rg ia  h a b e tu r v d u t i l e s u  C h r is t i s a c e r d o ta l i s m u n e r i s e x ­

e r c i ta t io , in q u a  p e r s ig n a  s e n s ib i l i a  s ig n i f ic a tu r e t m o d o  s in g u l i s p r o p r io  e f f ic i tu r  

s a n c t i f ic a t io  h o m in is , e t a  m y s t ic o  l e s u  C h r is t i C o r p o r e , C a p i te n e m p e e iu s q u e  

m e m b r is in te g e r c u l tu s p u b l ic u s e x e r c e tu r .” Sacrosanctum Concilium , 7 . C f .  

Introduction to the Liturgy ( M a r t im o r t ) , p p . 4 - 6 .

2 4  N n . 2 1 , 2 4 , S 3 , 4 7 , 5 9 , 6 0 , 1 2 2 . T h e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  C h u rc h  i t s e l f  a s  a  s ig n ,  

in t r o d u c e d  in  Sacrosanctum Concilium , 2  a n d  d e v e lo p e d  in  Lumen Gentium a d d s  

c o n s id e r a b ly  to  th e  th e o lo g ic a l w o r th  o f th e  c o n c e p t .

A lth o u g h  i t m u s t b e  a d m it te d  th a t c u l t d e f in i t io n s o f th e  

l i tu r g y  a r e  s t i l l m o r e  c o m m o n  th a n  s ig n  d e f in i t io n s , a n  in d ic a ­

t io n  o f  h o w  th e o lo g ic a l th o u g h t  o n  th e  m a t te r  i s  d e v e lo p in g  c a n  

b e  g a in e d  f r o m  a  c o m p a r is o n  o f  tw o  m a jo r  C h u r c h  s ta te m e n ts  

a b o u t th e  l i tu r g y . T h e  e n c y c lic a l M ediator Dei d e f in e d  th e  

l i tu r g y  s o le ly  in  t e r m s  o f  c u l t . 2 2 T h e r e  i s  n o  m e n t io n  o f s ig n ,  

n o r  d o e s  th e  id e a  g e t m u c h  p r o m in e n c e  a n y w h e r e  in  th e  e n ­

c y c l ic a l . S a n c ti f ic a t io n  i s n o t in c lu d e d  in  th e  d e f in it io n , a l ­

th o u g h  i t  i s  d e a l t  w ith  e ls e w h e r e  in  th e  t e x t . T h e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  

p a s s a g e  o f  V a t ic a n  I I ,  Sacrosanctum  Concilium  s h o w s  a  d e f in i te  

d e v e lo p m e n t . 2 3 T h e d o u b le  m o v e m e n t o f th e  l i tu r g y  i s e x ­

p l ic i t ly  r e c o g n iz e d , a n d  th e  n o t io n  o f s ig n  i s  in t r o d u c e d . T h e  

C o u n c i l s a y s  e x p l ic i t ly  th a t  s a n c t if ic a tio n  i s  d o n e  th r o u g h  s ig n s ;  

i t d o e s  n o t s a y  e x p l ic i t ly  th a t w o r s h ip  i s e x p r e s s e d  b y  th e s e  

s a m e  s ig n s . H o w e v e r ,  in  o th e r  p a s s a g e s  w h e r e  i t  i s  d e a lin g  w ith  

th e  w o r s h ip  m o v e m e n t o f  th e  l i tu r g y  th e  C o u n c il d r a w s  c o n ­

c lu s io n s  f r o m  th e  f a c t th a t th e  l i tu r g y  i s  a  s y s te m  o f  s ig n s . 2 4  

I t  s e e m s  to  b e  q u i te  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  c u r r e n t  C h u r c h  t e a c h in g ,  

th e r e f o r e ,  to  d e f in e  l i tu r g y  a s  a  c o m p le x  o f  s ig n s  th a t  s im u l ta n e ­

o u s ly  e x p r e s s e s a n d  e f f e c t s  th e  s a n c t if ic a tio n  o f  m e n  b y  G o d  

a n d  th e  w o r s h ip  o f  G o d  b y  m e n .
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S u c h  a  d e f in i t io n  c a n  a ls o  c la im  to  b e  f a i th f u l  to  S t .  T h o m a s ,  

e v e n  m o r e s o th a n  a  d e f in i t io n  in  t e r m s o f c u l t a lo n e . S t .

I h o m a s i s f a r m o r e  a w a r e o f th e  d o u b le  m o v e m e n t o f th e  

l i tu r g y  th a n  i s  o f te n  s u p p o s e d . H e  h a s  a  p r in c ip le  th a t  in  th e  

u s e  o f  th e  s a c r a m e n ts  ( i .  e . , in  th e ir  l i tu r g ic a l c e le b r a tio n ) tw o  

th in g s  h a v e  to  b e  t a k e n  in to  a c c o u n t: d iv in e  w o r s h ip  a n d  th e  

M im c t if ic a t io n  o f m e n — th e  f i r s t b e in g  f r o m  m a n  to  G o d , th e  

e c c o n d  f r o m  G o d  to  m a n . 2 ’ T h e  f a c t  th a t  h e  d e f in e s  s a c r a m e n t

I I s s ig n  o f  s a n c ti f ic a t io n  h a s , p e r h a p s , g iv e n  th e  im p r e s s io n  th a t  

s ig n i s o n ly  a p p l ic a b le to  th e d o w n w a r d  m o v e m e n t o f th e  

l i tu r g y . B u t in  h is  t r e a tm e n t o f  th e  v i r tu e  o f r e l ig io n  h e  h a s  

a l r e a d y  a p p l ie d  th e  c o n c e p t to  c u l t : e x te r io r  a c tio n s  a r e  s ig n s  

o f in te r io r w o r s h ip .  S ig n - m a k in g  a c t iv i ty  i s th e r e fo r e  b o th  

s a n c ti f ic a t io n  a n d  w o r s h ip . I t i s in  h is  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  s a c r a ­

m e n ta l  c h a r a c te r  th a t  S t .  T h o m a s  m o s t  f u l ly  e x p lo i ts  th e  d o u b le  

m o v e m e n t o f  s ig n . T h e  c h a r a c te r s  e q u ip  th e  C h r is t ia n  to  m a k e  

c u l t ic  s ig n s , a n d  i t i s  p r e c is e ly  in  th o s e  s ig n s  th a t  h e  i s  s a n c t i­

f ie d .  A  d e f in i t io n  o f  l i tu r g y ,  th e n ,  in  t e r m s  o f  s ig n  i s  v e r y  m u c h  

in  l in e  w ith  th e  th e o lo g y  o f  S t . T h o m a s , a n d  c a n  b e  a r t ic u la te d  

th e o lo g ic a l ly  b y  m e a n s  o f  h is  p r in c ip le s .

2 6

2 7

O n e  m a y  a s k , h o w e v e r , w h e th e r s ig n  i s th e  f i r s t a n d  m o s t  

f u n d a m e n ta l c o n c e p t th a t S t . T h o m a s  w o u ld  p r e d ic a te  o f  th e  

l i tu r g y . I t  i s a  c o n c e p t  th a t h a s  th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  p r e s e n t in g  

l i tu r g y  a s  a  d is t in c t iv e ly  h u m a n  a c t iv i ty ; i t  d r a w s  a t te n t io n  to  

th e  a n th r o p o lo g ic a l  v a lu e s  o f  th e  l i tu r g y ;  i t  ju s t i f i e s  th e  p u r s u it  

o f s u b je c t iv e  s a t is f a c t io n  a n d  s e l f - e x p r e s s io n . B u t l i tu r g is t s ,  

p a r t ic u la r ly  w h e n  th e y  a r e  th e o lo g iz in g  a b o u t th e i r s u b je c t , 

h a v e  to  r e c o n c i le  th e  s u b je c t iv e , a n th r o p o lo g ic a l v a lu e s  o f  th e  

l i tu r g y  w ith  i t s  o b je c t iv e , g iv e n  s t r u c tu r e . L i tu rg y  i s  a n  o b je c ­

t iv e  d iv in e  r e a l i ty  a n d  n o t  m e r e ly  th e  c r e a tio n  o f  m a n ’s  r e l ig io u s  

s u b je c tiv i ty . T h e r e  i s a  r e a l d a n g e r  th a t a n y th in g  d e s c r ib e d

8 8  “  D ic e n d u m  q u o d in u s u s a c r a m e n to r u m  d u o p o s s u n t c o n s id e r a r i , s c i l i c e t  

c u l tu s d iv in u s , e t s a n c t i f ic a t io  h o m in is : q u o r u m  p r im u m  p e r t in e t a d  h o m in e m  

p e r  c o m p a ra t io n e m  a d  D e u m , s e c u n d u m  a u te m  e  c o n v e r s o  p e r t in e t a d  D e u m  p e r  

c o m p a r a t io n e m  a d  h o m in e m .”  Summa Theol., I I I ,  q . 6 0 , a . 5 .

88 Ibid., Π - Π , q . 8 1 , a . 7  a n d  a d  2 ;  q . 8 3 , a . 1 2 ; q . 8 4 , a . 2 ; q . 8 5 , a . 1 .

8 1  C f . C . O ’N e i l l , art. cit. in  n o te  1 4 .
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a s  s ig n  w ill b e  lo o k e d  a t  m e r e ly  f r o m  m a n ’s  p o in t  o f  v ie w ,  th a t  

i t s  l e g it im a c y  a n d  e f f ic a c y  w il l b e  ju d g e d  s o le ly  b y  i t s  p o w e r  

to  e x p r e s s  h is  b e l ie f s , f e e l in g s , a n d  n e e d s , th a t  i t s  c o n d u c t w il l  

b e  o r g a n iz e d  o n  a  c r i te r io n  o f h u m a n  s a t i s f a c t io n . T h e  p o s t ­

T r id e n tin e  th e o lo g ia n s  w e r e  n o t  ju s t t i l t in g  a t w in d m il ls .

T h e  s im p le s t w a y  to  g u a r d  a g a in s t th i s  f o r g e tf u ln e s s  o f  th e  

o b je c t iv e ,  g iv e n  r e a l i ty  o f  th e  l i tu r g y  i s  to  s p e c if y  th a t  th e  s ig n s  

b e in g  t a lk e d  a b o u t a r e  in s t i tu te d  b y  G o d . T h a t t e m p e r s  th e  

f r e e d o m  a l lo w e d  to  m a n ’s s u b je c tiv i ty . B u t , a p a r t f r o m  th e  

f a c t th a t d iv in e  in s ti tu t io n  c a n  b e  c la im e d  f o r o n ly  a  v e r y  

l im ite d  a r e a  o f th e  C h u r c h ’s a c tu a l l i tu r g y , th e  n o t io n  o f in ­

s t i tu t io n  b y  i ts e lf  m a y  g iv e  th e  im p r e s s io n  th a t th e  o b je c t iv e  

s ta n d in g  o f  th e  l i tu r g y  i s  b a s e d  o n  l i t t l e  m o r e  th a n  a  ju r id ic a l  

d e te r m in a t io n . A  m o r e  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  w a y  o f e x a m in g  th e  

q u e s t io n — a n d  o n e  in  w h ic h  th e  d e b a te  a b o u t  in s t i tu t io n  f in d s  

a  m o r e  p r o f o u n d  c o n te x t— i s  to  c o n s id e r  th e  l i tu r g y  a s  m y s te r y .  

T h e  m y s te r y  th e o lo g y  in i t i a te d  b y  D o m  O d o  C a s e l h a s  d r a w n  

c o m p e l l in g  a t te n t io n  to  th e  o b je c t iv e  r e a l i ty  th a t  i s  r e a l iz e d  in  

th e  r i tu a l s  o f  C h r is t ia n  w o r s h ip . T h e  in f lu e n c e  w h ic h  th e  id e a s  

in t r o d u c e d  b y  C a s e l h a v e  h a d  o n  th e  th e o lo g y  o f  th e  l i tu r g y  

h a s  g o n e  a  lo n g  w a y  to w a r d s  e n s u r in g  th a t  th e  o b je c t iv e  d im e n ­

s io n  o f  th e  l i tu r g y  w il l n o t b e  n e g le c te d . H o w e v e r , th e  n o t io n  

o f  m y s te r y  i s  n o t  o f  i t s e l f  v e r y  h e lp f u l  in  th e  w o r k  o f  th e o lo g ic a l  

d e f in it io n . I t s  b ib lic a l a n d  p a t r i s t i c  r ic h n e s s  h a s  to  b e  t r a n s ­

l a te d  in to  s o m e th in g  m o r e  t e c h n ic a lly  m a n a g e a b le , i f i t i s  b e  

b e  u s e d  in  g e n e r a l th e o lo g y . 2 8 O u t o f  th e  a t te m p ts  to  d o  th i s  

o n e  th in g  a t  l e a s t h a s  e m e r g e d , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  d e b a te s  a b o u t  

th e  l i tu rg y : th e  m y s te r y  c a n  b e  e x p la in e d  in  c h r i s to lo g ic a l  

t e r m s . T o  s a y  th e  l i tu r g y  i s  a  m y s te r y  i s  to  s a y  i t  i s  a n  a c t  a n d  

p r e s e n c e  o f C h r is t . T h e  s p e c i f ic  a c t o f  C h r is t th a t  h a s  c a u g h t  

th e  a t te n t io n  o f  th e o lo g ia n s  o f  th e  l i tu r g y  in  th i s  c o n te x t  i s  h is  

p r ie s t ly  a c t . T h e  o b je c tiv e  r e a l i ty  ( m y s te r y ) o f  th e  l i tu r g y  i s  

e x p r e s s e d  b y  d e f in in g  i t a s  a n  a c t o f  C h r is t ’s  p r ie s th o o d .  3 8

3 8  T h . F i l th a u t , La Théologie des mystères, exposé de la controverse ( T o u r n a i :  

D e s c lé e , 1 9 5 4 )  ; J . G a i l la r d  O .  S .  B ., “  L a  th é o lo g ie  d e s  m y s tè r e s ,”  in  Revue Thomiste  

5 7  ( 1 9 5 7 ) ,  5 1 0 - 5 5 1 .
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I iturgy as priestly work of Christ

D e f in i t io n s  o f l i tu r g y  in  t e r m s o f th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f C h r is t  

l in v e , in  f a c t , b e e n  o f f e r e d  b y  m a n y  a u th o rs  s id e  b y  s id e  w ith  

o r  a s  p a r t  o f  th e i r  c u l t a n d  s ig n  d e f in i t io n s . 2 9 T h e  c o n c e p t  h a s  

f o u n d  f a v o r  in  o f f ic ia l t e a c h in g . M ediator Dei u s e s  i t , a l th o u g h  

n o t  a s  i ts  p r in c ip a l  d e f in i t io n  o f  th e  l i tu r g y . 3 0 V a tic a n  I I  m a k e s  

i l th e  s ta r t in g - p o in t o f  i t s  d e f in i t io n  a n d  d e d u c e s  i t s  ju d g m e n t  

h  b o u t  th e  o b je c t iv e  v a lu e  a n d  e f f ic a c y  o f  th e  l i tu r g y  f r o m  i t . 8 1 I n  

b o th  th e s e  d o c u m e n ts th e  l in k  b e tw e e n  th e  p r ie s t ly  w o r k  o f  

(  ' l i r is t a n d  th e  l i tu r g ic a l a c t iv i ty  o f th e  C h u r c h  i s  m a d e  b y  

m e a n s o f th e  h e a d - m e m b e r r e la t io n s h ip  w ith in  th e  m y s t ic a l  

b o d y . I t  i s  th i s  r e la t io n s h ip  th a t  a l lo w s  o n e  to  s e e  a c ts  o f  th e  

C h u r c h  a s  a c ts  o f C h r is t a n d  c o n v e rs e ly  f in d  th e  p r ie s tly  a c t  

o f  C h r is t v is ib ly  r e a l iz e d  in  l i tu r g ic a l s ig n s .

S t . T h o m a s  w o u ld  c e r ta in ly  a p p r o v e  o f  th i s  w a y  o f  e x p la in ­

in g  th e  o b je c tiv e  r e a l i ty  o f  th e  l i tu r g y . B y  d e f in in g  th e  s a c r a ­

m e n ta l c h a r a c te r a s  a  s h a r in g  in  th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f C h r is t h e  

p r o v id e d  a  t e c h n ic a l th e o lo g ic a l e x p la n a t io n  o f h o w  h u m a n  

l i tu r g ic a l a c ts  c a n  b e  in  r e a l i ty  a c ts  o f C h r is t th e  p r ie s t . 8 2 H is  

s e r ie s o f q u e s t io n s  in  th e  Summa d e v o te d  to  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  

C h r is t b e tw e e n  h is  F a th e r  a n d  th e  r e s t o f  m a n k in d  a l lo w s  o n e  

to  u n d e r s ta n d  h o w  th e  p e r s o n a l l i tu r g y  o f  C h r is t  i s  th e  g r o u n d  

a n d  p r o to ty p e  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  l i tu r g y . 3 8 C h r is t ’s  s u b je c t io n  to  

th e  F a th e r , h is  p r a y e r , h is  p r ie s th o o d , h is  b e in g  a d o r e d  b y  u s  

a n d  a c c e p te d  a s  o u r  M e d ia to r  p r o v id e  a  c h r i s to lo g ic a l  a r t ic u la ­

t io n  o f th e  o b je c tiv e  m y s te ry  w h ic h  i s e n te r e d  in to  b y  th e  

C h u r c h  w h e n  i t a d d r e s s e s  i t s e l f to  th e  F a th e r in  s u b m is s io n ,  

p r a y e r , a d o r a tio n , s a c r i f ic e , a n d  th e r e b y  a c h ie v e s  i ts  o w n  p r e ­

d e s t in e d  a d o p t io n  th r o u g h  C h r is t . T h e  b a s is  o f  th e  C h u r c h ’s  

u n io n  w ith  C h r is t th r o u g h  b o d i ly , in s t i tu t io n a l c o n ta c t i s  d e ­

v e lo p e d  in  th e  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  M y s tic a l  B o d y , a n d  C h r is t ’s  h e a d -

”  R e fe r e n c e s in  Introduction to the Liturgy ( M a r t im o r t ) , p . 4 .

”  M ediator Dei, n . 2 2 .

11 Sacrosanctum Concilium, n . 7 .

82 Summa Theol., I l l , q . 6 3 , a . 3 .

Ibid., q q . 2 0 - 2 6 .
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s h ip  o v e r  i t . 3 4 A  d e f in i t io n  o f  th e  l i tu r g y , th e n , in  t e r m s  o f  th e  

p r ie s th o o d  a n d  h e a d s h ip  o f C h r is t c a n  b e  g iv e n  d e ta i le d  t e c h ­

n ic a l p r e c is io n  f r o m  th e  r e s o u r c e s  p r o v id e d  b y  th e  c h r i s to lo g y  

o f  S t . T h o m a s .

34 Ibid., q . 8 .

3 5  T h u s  S t . T h o m a s  e s ta b l i s h e s th e  convenientia o f th e  I n c a rn a t io n  b y  s h o w in g  

h o w  i t  a c c o r d s  w ith  th e  n a tu r e  o f  G o d  a s  b e n e v o le n t s e l f - g iv in g  (ibid., q . 1 , a . 1 )  

a n d  th e  s ta tu s  o f  m a n  a s  a n  e m b o d ie d , s in f u l c r e a tu r e  s e t in  h is to ry  ( a a . 2 - 6 ) . H is  

v ie w s o f G o d  a n d  m a n  a r e  th e  p r e s u p p o s i t io n s w h ic h  u n d e r l ie  a l l h is  c h r i s to lo g y .  

T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c r i t i c a l ly  e s ta b l i s h e d  in th e  tw o  e a r l ie r p a r t s  o f th e  Summa.

B u t  th e r e  a r e  f e a tu r e s  o f  th e  c h r i s to lo g y  o f  S t . T h o m a s  w h ic h  

s u g g e s t  th a t  a  d e f in i t io n  o f  l i tu r g y  in  t e r m s  o f  th e  g r a c e , h e a d ­

s h ip , a n d  p r ie s th o o d  o f C h r is t c a n n o t  b e  th e  l a s t w o r d  a b o u t  

i t . T h e  c r e a te d  q u a li t ie s  a n d  p r e r o g a t iv e s  o f  C h r is t ’s  h u m a n ity  

c a n  o n ly  b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  I n c a r n a t io n . H is  

g r a c e  i s  m e a s u r e d  b y  h is  d iv in e  s o n s h ip . T h e  h u m a n  p o w e r  a n d  

a u th o r i ty  w h ic h  s te m s  f r o m  h is  g r a c e  i s  m in is te r ia l a n d  in s t ru ­

m e n ta l . T h e  a c t io n  b y  w h ic h  h e  c a u s e s  s a lv a t io n  i s  th e a n d r ic .  

T o  e x p la in  th e  f u l l o b je c t iv e  m y s te r y  o f th e  l i tu r g y  i t i s n o t  

e n o u g h  to  a p p e a l to  th e  h u m a n  a c t iv i ty  o f  C h r is t . O n e  h a s  to  

r a i s e  f u r th e r q u e s t io n s a b o u t h o w  th i s h u m a n  a c tiv i ty  i s a  

m a n ife s ta t io n  a n d  r e a liz a t io n  o f  d iv in e  a c tiv i ty . T h is , in  tu r n ,  

in v o lv e s  a p p e a lin g  to  p r e s u p p o s it io n s  a b o u t th e  n a tu r e  o f  G o d  

a n d  th e  n a tu r e  o f m a n . 3 5 A  c h r i s to lo g y  s u p p o s e s a  th e o lo g y  

( in c lu d in g  a  th e o lo g ic a l a n th r o p o lo g y ) . A n d  f o r  th a t  v e r y  r e a ­

s o n  a  c h r i s to lo g ic a l d e f in i t io n  o f th e  l i tu r g y  s u p p o s e s a  th e o ­

lo g ic a l o n e . L i tu r g y  i s  th e  m y s te r y  o f  G o d  b e f o r e  i t  i s  th e  m y s ­

t e r y  o f  C h r is t .

C e r ta in ly  w h e n  l i tu r g i s ts  a r e  e x p lo r in g  th e  id e a  o f  m y s te r y  

th e y  a d m i t  th a t  i ts  u l t im a te  e x p la n a t io n  l i e s  in  G o d . B u t  m o r e  

o f te n  th a n  n o t th e y  s e e m  to  t a k e  G o d  s o m e w h a t  f o r  g r a n te d .  

E v e n  w h e n  th e y  d e v e lo p  th e  t r in i ta r ia n  p a t te r n  o f  th e  l i tu r g y  

th e y  s e ld o m  g o  b e y o n d  a n  e c o n o m ic  t r in i ta r ia n is m . I t  i s  a r g u ­

a b le  th a t S t . T h o m a s  w o u ld  w a n t to  d o  m o r e  th a n  th i s , th a t  

h e  w o u ld  w a n t to  e m p lo y  a  s t r ic t ly  th e o lo g ic a l c a te g o r y  to  

d e f in e  th e  l i tu r g y  b e f o r e  s p e c i fy in g  th e  c h r is to lo g ic a l p r o p e r ty  

o f  i t . I n  f a c t , s o m e  o f  h is  m o s t  b a s ic  s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t l i tu r g y  
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c o m e  in  th e  p r e - c h r is to lo g ic a l  l e v e l o f  h is  th e o lo g y , b o th  in  th e  

('outra Gentiles a n d  in  th e  Summa. I t  i s  th e r e  th a t h e  g iv e s  

h is p r im a r y  a c c o u n t o f  th e  o b je c t iv e  d iv in e  d im e n s io n  o f th e  

l i tu r g y .

Liturgy as the W ork of God

L i tu r g is t s  r e c a ll  th a t  in  th e  B ib le  th e  w o r d  mystery o r ig in a l ly  

m e a n t th e  p la n  o f  G o d ’s  w is d o m  f o r  th e  s a lv a tio n  o f  m a n k in d .  

1 1 i s  th i s  p la n  th a t i s  o b je c tiv e ly  e m b o d ie d  a n d  r e v e a le d  in  th e  

l i tu r g y . S t . T h o m a s d is c u s s e s th e o b je c tiv e in s t i tu t io n s o f  

l i tu r g y  in  th i s v e r y  s e t t in g  o f th e  p la n  o f G o d — t e c h n ic a lly  

u n d e r  th e  h e a d in g  o f  P r o v id e n c e . H e  s i tu a te s  th e  s u b je c t in ­

t e r e s t in g ly  in  th e  Contra Gentiles. I n  th e  c o u r s e  o f  a  d is c u s s io n  

o n  h o w  P r o v id e n c e  lo o k s  a f te r  r a t io n a l c r e a tu r e s  in  a  s p e c ia l  

w a y  h e  in tr o d u c e s  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  d iv in e  l a w .3 6 H a v in g  e x p la in e d  

h o w  d iv in e  l a w  p r o v id e s  f o r lo v e  a n d  f a i th  h e  g o e s  o n  to  e x ­

p la in  w h y  i t  a ls o  p r o v id e s  m a n  w ith  in s ti tu t io n s  o f  w o r s h ip :

S in c e  i t i s c o n n a tu ra l to  m a n  to  a c q u ir e  k n o w le d g e  th r o u g h  th e  

s e n s e s , a n d  s in c e  i t i s  m o s t d i f f ic u l t to  a r i s e  a b o v e  s e n s ib le  th in g s ,  

d iv in e  p r o v id e n c e  h a s  a p p o in te d  s e n s ib le  th in g s  a s  a  r e m in d e r to  

m a n  o f  th in g s  d iv in e ,  s o  th a t th u s  m a n ’s  in te n t io n  m ig h t  th e  m o r e  

r e a d ily  b e  r e c a l le d  to  d iv in e  th in g s , n o t e x c lu d in g  th e  m a n  w h o s e  

m in d  i s  n o t e q u a l to  th e  c o n te m p la t io n  o f d iv in e  th in g s  in  th e m ­

s e lv e s . F o r  th i s  r e a s o n  s e n s ib le  s a c r if ic e s  w e r e  in s t i tu te d . . . . A g a in ,  

s e n s ib le  th in g s  a r e  e m p lo y e d  f o r  m a n ’s  s a n c t i f ic a t io n , in  th e  s h a p e  

o f  w a s h in g s , a n o in t in g s , m e a t  a n d  d r in k ,  a n d  th e  u t te r in g  o f  s e n s ib le  

w o r d s , a s  s ig n i f y in g  to  m a n  th a t h e  r e c e iv e s  in te l l ig ib le  g i f t s  f r o m  

a n  e x te rn a l s o u r c e , a n d  f r o m  G o d  w h o s e n a m e i s e x p r e s s e d  b y  

s e n s ib le  w o r d s . M o re o v e r , m a n  p e r f o rm s  c e r ta in  s e n s ib le  a c t io n s ,  

n o t to  a r o u s e  G o d  b u t  to  a r o u s e  h im s e l f  to  th in g s  d iv in e : s u c h  a s  

p r o s t r a t io n s , g e n u f le x io n s , r a i s in g  th e  v o ic e  a n d  s in g in g . . . .3 7

I t  i s a ls o  u n d e r  th e  h e a d in g  o f l a w  th a t h e  d e a ls  w ith  th e  

in s t i tu t io n s  o f  w o r s h ip  in  th e  Summa. M o r e  th a n  in  th e  Contra  

Gentiles h e  d e a ls  w ith  th e  a c tu a l h is to r ic a l l i tu r g ie s  th a t h a v e  

b e e n  p r o v id e d  b y  G o d  in  th e  O ld  a n d  N e w  L a w s . B u t a  m o r e  

s ig n if ic a n t a d v a n c e  in  th e  Summa i s  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  h e  c o -

·· HI Contra Gentiles, c . 1 1 4 .

"  Ibid., c . 1 1 9 .
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o r d in a te s  th e  p r o v id e n c e  o f  L a w  w ith  th e  p r o v id e n c e  o f  g r a c e  

in  h is  e x p la n a tio n  o f  l i tu r g y . T h is  w h o le  s e c t io n  o f  h is  th e o lo g y  

i s , in  f a c t , a n  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  tw o f o ld  w a y  in  w h ic h  G o d  i s  

a t w o r k  in  m a n ’s s e a rc h  f o r s e l f - f u l f i lm e n t b y  l a w  a n d  b y  

g r a c e . 3 8  * A n d  w h i le  S t . T h o m a s  d is t in g u is h e s  th e  tw o  l e v e ls  o f  

d iv in e  a c t iv i ty , h e  i s  v e r y  s e n s i t iv e  to  th e i r  in te ra c t io n  a n d  to  

th e  w a y  th e  b a la n c e  b e tw e e n  th e m  c h a n g e s f r o m  th e  O ld  to  

th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t. T h is  c o n t r a s t b e tw e e n  th e  T e s ta m e n ts ,  

in  t e r m s  o f  l a w  a n d  g r a c e , i s  im p o r ta n t  f o r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  h is  

v ie w s  o n  th e  l i tu r g y . W h a t  h e  h a s  to  s a y  a b o u t th e  w o r s h ip  

o f  th e  N e w  L a w  i s  e x p r e s s e d  b y  w a y  o f  c o m p a r is o n  w ith  th e  

in s t i tu tio n s  o f  th e  O ld  L a w . C o n s e q u e n t ly  i t i s  im p o r ta n t to  

s tu d y  h is  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  Praecepta Caeremonialia, n o t a lo n e  

f o r th e  v a lu a b le  g e n e r a l in s ig h ts  i t h a s  in to  th e  d y n a m ic s  o f  

l i tu r g y  b u t  b e c a u s e  i t  p r o v id e s  th e  p o in t o f  r e f e r e n c e  a n d  th e  

t e r m in o lo g y  f o r h is s tu d y  o f C h r is t ia n  w o r s h ip . T h o s e w h o  

w o u ld  r e le g a te  th e  lo n g ,  f o r b id d in g  q u e s tio n s  o n  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  

c e r e m o n ia l to  th e  l im b o  o f  h is to r ic a l  c u r io s i t ie s  r u n  th e  r i s k  o f  

m is u n d e r s ta n d in g  S t . T h o m a s ’s th in k in g  a b o u t l i tu r g y . 8 8

38 Summa Theol., I -H , q . 9 0  p r o l .

3 0  H e  d e a ls  w ith  th e  l i tu r g y  o f th e  O ld  L a w  in  I - I I , q q . 1 0 1 - 1 0 3  a n d  w ith  th e  

l i tu r g y  o f th e  N e w  L a w , ibid., q . 1 0 8 , a a . 1 - 2 . O n  th e  h is to r ic a l b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  

m e th o d o lo g y  o f h is  t r e a tm e n t c f . M .- D . C h e n u , “  L a  th é o lo g ie  d e  l a  lo i a n c ie n n e  

s e lo n s a in t T h o m a s ,” in Revue· Thomiste 6 1 ( 1 9 6 1 ) , 4 8 5 -4 9 7 ; B e r y l S m a l le y ,  

“  W il l ia m  o f A u v e r g n e , J o h n  o f  L a  R o c h e l le  a n d  S t . T h o m a s  A q u in a s o n  th e  O ld  

L a w ,” in St. Thomas Aquinas, 1S74-1974. Commemorative Studies. P o n t if ic a l  

I n s t i tu te  o f M e d ia e v a l S tu d ie s ( T o r o n to , 1 9 7 4 ) . V o l . 2 , 1 1 - 7 2 .

‘“ F o r a  m o r e  g e n e r a l d is c u s s io n  o n  th i s  p o in t c f . C .- M . T r a v e r s , O .  P . Valeur 

Sociale de la Liturgie ( L e x  O r a n d i 5 ) ( P a r i s , 1 9 4 6 ) .

41 Summa Theol., I - I I , q . 9 8 , a . 2 . I t  i s  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  in  th e  B ib le  th a t S t .  

T h o m a s  d e v o te s  s o  m u c h  s p a c e  to  th e  c e r e m o n ia l p r e c e p ts . H e  i s  a  th e o lo g ia n  w h o  

t a k e s  th e  B ib le  s e r io u s ly , c f . C h e n u , art. cit.

B y  t r e a t in g  l i tu r g y  u n d e r th e  h e a d in g  o f l a w  S t . T h o m a s  

g iv e s b a s ic  r e c o g n i t io n  to  i ts c o m m u n a l , p u b l ic c h a r a c te r . 4 0  

T h e  in s ti tu t io n s  s e t  u p  b y  l a w  a r e  s o c ia l : th e y  c r e a te  th e  c o m ­

m u n ity  a n d  p r o v id e  th e  o b je c tiv e  s e t t in g  a n d  s u p p o r t  in  w h ic h  

th e  in d iv id u a l c a n  p r a c t ic e  v i r tu e . B e c a u s e  th e  l i tu r g ic a l in ­

s t i tu t io n s  o f  th e  O ld  L a w  a r e  f o u n d  in  th e  B ib le  th e y  a r e  a t ­

t r ib u te d  to  p o s i t iv e  d iv in e l a w . 4 1 T h e y  e m b o d y  a  r e v e la t io n  
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m a d e  to  a  p a r t ic u la r  p e o p le , w h o  h a v e  a  s p e c ia l r o le  in  th e  h is -  

I m y  o f  s a lv a t io n , o f  h o w  th e  g e n e r a l  m o r a l p r e c e p t  to  w o r s h ip  

(  < < > d  s h o u ld  b e  c o n c r e te ly  c a r r ie d  o u t . 4 2 S u c h  a n  e la b o r a te  c o d e  

w a s n e e d e d  to  p r o te c t th e m  f r o m  id o la t ry  a n d  to  e n c o u r a g e  

th e m  to  d i r e c t  a l l  th e ir  l i f e  to  G o d . 4 3 B u t  th e r e  i s  a  s e c o n d ,  e v e n  

m o r e  f u n d a m e n ta l r e a s o n  w h y  G o d  s h o u ld  h a v e  l e g is la te d  in  

s u c h  d e ta i l : th e  c e r e m o n ie s  o f  th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  h a d  to  p r e ­

f ig u r e C h r is t . 4 4 S t . T h o m a s c o n s id e r s th a t th i s r e f e r e n c e  to  

C h r is t h a s  to  b e  f o u n d  in  a l l l i tu r g y ,  e v e n  in  th o s e  e x tr a - b ib l ic a l  

l i tu r g ie s w h ic h  h e b e l ie v e s c a n  b e l e g i t im a te ly  c r e a te d  b y  

p r o p h e t ic a l ly  in s p ir e d  m e n . 4 0 I t p r o v id e s h im  w ith  a  f u n d a ­

m e n ta l e x p la n a tio n  o f  w h y  th e  c e r e m o n ie s  o f  th e  O ld  L a w  h a d  

to  b e  r e p la c e d . T h e y  w e r e  s ig n s  o f  a  C h r is t w h o  w a s  to  c o m e :  

th e y  lo o k e d  f o r w a r d  to  h im . O n c e  h e  h a d  c o m e  th e y  w e r e  n o  

lo n g e r t r u th f u l , n o  lo n g e r e x p r e s s e d  th e  o b je c t iv e  r e a l i ty  o f  

s a lv a t io n ; th e y  h a d  to  b e  r e p la c e d  b y  c o m m e m o r a t iv e  s ig n s ,  

w h ic h  lo o k e d  b a c k  in  f a i th  a n d  c h a r i ty  to  th e  C h r is t  w h o  h a d  

c o m e . 4 0

T h e  l a w -m a k in g  a c t iv i ty  o f  G o d , th e n , w h ic h  g iv e s  e x te r n a l  

s h a p e  to  l i tu r g y ,  m u s t b e  c o o r d in a te d  w ith  h is  g r a c e - g iv in g  a c ­

t iv ity . I n  C h r is t g r a c e  i s  o b je c t iv e ly  r e a liz e d  a n d  a v a i la b le  to  

h u m a n i ty . 4 7 H e n c e , a c c o r d in g  to  S t . T h o m a s , th e  N e w  L a w  

i s  p r im a r i ly  a  “  l e x  in d ita ,”  a n  in n e r  e n a b lin g  im p u ls e  o f th e  

H o ly  S p i r i t p r o d u c in g  ju s t if i c a t io n  a n d  v i r tu e . 4 8 B u t th e  n e w  

d is p e n s a t io n  d o e s  n o t  d is p e n s e  e n t ir e ly  w ith  e x te r n a l l a w . B e ­

c a u s e  g r a c e  b e c a m e  a v a ila b le  in  th e  h u m a n i ty  o f C h r is t i t i s  

f i t t in g ly  c o m m u n ic a te d  a n d  e x p r e s s e d  b y  m e n  in  b o d i ly  a c ­

t io n s . 4 0 T h e s e  e x te r n a l a c t io n s , to  th e  e x te n t th a t th e y  a r e

"Summa Theol., I - Π , q . 1 0 1 , a . 1 .

48 Ibid., a . 3 .

44 Ibid., a a . 2 - 3 ; q . 1 0 2 , a . 2 .

45 Ibid., q . 1 0 3 , a . 1 . O n  th e  b a s i s  o f th i s  r e m a r k  o f  S t . T h o m a s  o n e  c o u ld  f in d  

a  m e a n in g  a n d  v a lu e  in  th e  l i tu r g ie s  o f  n o n - C h r i s t ia n  r e l ig io n s , e v e n  in  th e  p r e s e n t  

d a y .

44 Ibid., q . 1 0 1 , a . 2 ; q . 1 0 3 , a . 3 . O n  th e  n e e d  f o r  t r u th f u ln e s s  in  l i tu r g ic a l s ig n s  

c f . Ι Ι -Π , q . 9 3 , a . 1 .

"  I - I I , q . 1 0 3 , a . 2 .

48 Ibid., q . 1 0 6 , a . 1 .

48 Ibid., q . 1 0 8 , a . 1 .
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n e c e s s a ry  f o r th e  g a in in g  a n d  r ig h t u s e  o f g r a c e , b e c o m e  th e  

o b je c t o f l e g i s la t io n  in  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t . F o r  th e  g a in in g  

o f  g r a c e  d iv in e  l a w  b r in g s  th e  s a c r a m e n ts  in to  e x is te n c e .5 0 A l ­

th o u g h  th e  s h a p e  o f th e s e  s a c r a m e n ts w a s  p r e f ig u r e d  in  th e  

c e r e m o n ie s o f th e  O ld  L a w , 5 1 th e ir  o b je c t iv e  r e a l i ty  i s q u i te  

d i f f e r e n t . T h e y  c o n ta in  th e ju s t i f y in g  g r a c e o f G o d . T h e  

l i tu r g ie s  o f  th e  O ld  L a w  c o u ld  c a r r y  th e  f a i th  a n d  c h a r i ty  o f  

G o d ’s P e o p le  f o r w a r d  to  C h r is t a n d  s o  p la y  a  p a r t in  th e i r  

ju s t if i c a t io n ;  b u t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  o b je c t iv e ly  e m b o d y  th e  g r a c e  

o f  C h r is t ,  b e c a u s e  C h r is t d id  n o t y e t  a c tu a l ly  e x is t . 5 2 B e c a u s e  

th e y  c o n ta in  C h r is t , th e  s a c r a m e n ts  o f th e  N e w  L a w  a r e  th e  

w o r k  o f  G o d  b o th  a s  l e g is la to r  a n d  g iv e r  o f  g r a c e .

B u t w h a t i s  t r u e  o f  th e  s a c r a m e n ts  n e e d  n o t b e  t r u e  o f  th e  

to ta l i ty  o f C h r is t ia n  l i tu r g y . S t . T h o m a s , in  f a c t , s a y s  th a t ,  

a p a r t  f r o m  th e  in s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  s a c r a m e n ts , th e r e  i s  n o  d iv in e  

l e g i s la t io n  a b o u t w o r s h ip  in  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t . O th e r c e r e ­

m o n ie s  d o  n o t  g iv e  g r a c e  a n d  a r e  n o t  g iv e n  b y  G o d . 5 3 H e  s e e s  

th e  d e ta i le d  c e r e m o n ia l o f  th e  O ld  L a w  f u l f i l l e d , n o t in  C h r is ­

t i a n  l i tu r g y ( in  s p i te  o f m a n y  s im i la r i t i e s ) b u t in  th e  l i f e  o f  

C h r is t o r  in  a c ts  o f C h r is t ia n  v i r tu e . 5 4 I n  t a k in g  th i s  l in e  S t .  

T h o m a s  w o u ld  s e e m  to  b e  s u p p o r t in g  th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  s a c r a ­

m e n ts  f r o m  l i tu r g y , o f  s a n c t if ic a t io n  f r o m  w o r s h ip . I t  i s  h e r e ,  

h o w e v e r , th a t  o n e  m u s t b e  s e n s i t iv e  to  th e  c a te g o r ie s  in  w h ic h  

S t . T h o m a s p r e s e n ts h is th o u g h t a n d  r e m e m b e r th a t h e i s  

a n a ly s in g  th e  N e w  L a w , n o t in  i s o la t io n  b u t  in  c o n tr a s t  w ith  

th e  O ld . W h e n  h e  s a y s , in  e f f e c t , th a t th e r e  a r e  n o  c e r e m o n ia l  

p r e c e p ts  in  th e  N e w  L a w  h e  i s  n o t  s a y in g  th a t  th e r e  i s  n o  p la c e  

f o r  c e re m o n ia l . T h e  N e w  L a w  l e g i s la te s  f o r  th e  h u m a n  a c t io n s  

b y  w h ic h  w e  a r e  in t ro d u c e d  to  g r a c e  a n d  b y  w h ic h  w e u s e  

g r a c e  a r ig h t . I f  th e  s a c r a m e n ts a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r th e  g iv in g  

o f  g r a c e , th e n  th e ir  u s e  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th o s e  w h o  w o u ld  h a v e  

g r a c e . T h e  N e w  L a w  r e q u i r e s  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  s a c r a m e n ts .

00 Ibid., a . 2 .

31 Ibid., q . 1 0 2 , a . 5  

f  Ibid., q . 1 0 3 , a . 2 .

83 Ibid., q . 1 0 8 , a . 2

84 Ibid., q . 1 0 2 , a a .

a d  8 .

a n d  a d  2 .

2 - 5 , e s p e c ia l ly  in  r e p l ie s to  th e  o b je c t io n s .  
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I l a ls o  r e q u i r e s  th a t th i s  p a r t ic ip a t io n  s h o u ld  t a k e  th e  f o r m  

< > ) ’ w o r s h ip . T h e  m o r a l p r e c e p t o f  w o r s h ip  h a s  n o t b e e n  a b r o ­

g a t 'd  in  th e  N e w  L a w , a n d  o b e d ie n c e  to  i t i s a n  e s s e n t ia l r e -  

q i i ir e m e n t  f o r  th e  r e c e p tio n  o f  g r a c e . A n d  w h i le  th i s  w o r s h ip  i s  

e s s e n tia l ly  a n  in te r io r  a t t i tu d e , i t h a s to  t a k e  e x te r n a l c e r e ­

m o n ia l f o r m . S t . T h o m a s  d e n ie s  n o n e  o f th i s . W h a t h e  d o e s  

d e n y  i s  th a t th e r e  a r e  a n y  s p e c if ic  c e r e m o n ie s , o th e r  th a n  th e  

b a s ic  r i tu a l o f  th e  s a c r a m e n ts ,  th a t  a r e  n e c e s s a r i ly  r e q u i r e d  f o r  

w o r s h ip  u n d e r  th e  l a w  o f  g r a c e . T h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  w o r s h ip  m u s t  

l> e  m a d e  w ith  a l l th e  l ib e r ty ,  p e r s o n a l in i t ia t iv e  a n d  p u r s u i t o f  

r e a s o n a b le n e s s  th a t m a r k s  th e  l a w  o f th e  H o ly  S p i r i t . ’ 5 T h e  

in d iv id u a l c o n s c ie n c e  h a s  i t s  r ig h ts  h e r e . B u t  b e c a u s e  g r a c e  i s  

g iv e n  a n d  u s e d  c o n c r e te ly  in  th e  C h r is t ia n  c o m m u n ity , th e r e  

w ill b e  a  p la c e  f o r  h u m a n  l e g is la t io n . S t . T h o m a s  t a k e s  i t f o r  

g r a n te d  in  h is  s a c r a m e n ta l  th e o lo g y  th a t , w h i le  th e  C h u r c h  h a s  

n o  r ig h t to  in te r f e r e  w ith  th e  e s s e n t ia l s  o f s a c r a m e n ts , i t h a s  

I l ie  r ig h t to  l e g i s la te  f o r  th e i r  l i tu r g ic a l u s e  a n d  th e  r i tu a l in  

w h ic h th e y  a r e s o le m n iz e d . H e r e h e m e n t io n s th e s p e c ia l  

a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  “  S a n c ti  P a t r e s  ”  in  th e  d e te rm in a t io n  o f  C h r is -  

I  i a n  w o r s h ip ,’ ® a n d  a ls o  th e  r ig h ts  o f  p r e la te s ;  ”  a n d  w h e n  h e  

i s  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  s u b je c t iv e  m o r a l v a lu e s  o f  w o r s h ip  h e  s h o w s  

h o w  s e r io u s ly  th e  o b l ig a t io n s  a r i s in g  f r o m  th i s  h u m a n  l i tu rg ic a l  

l e g i s la t io n m u s t b e  t a k e n . ’ 8 Y e t h e  c o u n s e ls  m o d e r a t io n in  

l i tu r g ic a l  l a w  “  s o  a s  n o t  to  b u r d e n  th e  w a y  o f  l i f e  o f  th e  f a i th ­

f u l .” ’ 9 A n d  b y  p r e s e n t in g  i t  a s  th e  w o r k  o f  h u m a n  l e g is la to r s  

h e  f r e e s  i t f r o m  th e  b u r d e n s o m e  a b s o lu te n e s s  th a t w e n t w ith  

th e  c e r e m o n ia l p r e c e p ts  o f  th e  O ld  L a w . 8 0

T h o s e  w h o  a r e  in te r e s te d  in  th e  r e n e w a l  a n d  r e s h a p in g  o f  th e  

C h u r c h ’s l i tu r g y  w ill b e  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  th i s t e a c h in g  o f S t .  

T h o m a s  o n  th e  h u m a n  p r o v e n a n c e , a n d  th e r e f o r e  o n  th e  r e la -

*’ Ibid., q . 1 0 8 , a . 1 a n d  a d  2 . O n  th e  r e a s o n a b le n e s s  o f  th e  N e w  L a w  in  c o n t r a s t  

to  th e  O ld  c f . q . 1 0 2 , a , 1  a d  1 .

“  Ibid., q . 1 0 7 , a . 4 .

"  Ibid., q . 1 0 8 , a a . 2 - 8 .

“  Π - Π , q q . 9 3 , 9 4 , 9 9 .

I - Π , q . 1 0 7 , a . 4 : “  n e  c o n v e r s a t io  f id e l iu m  o n e r o s a  r e d d a tu r .”

”  N o te , f o r e x a m p le , th e  d i f f e re n c e  h e  s e e s  b e tw e e n  th e  o b l ig a t io n  o f  o b s e r v in g  

S u n d a y  a n d  o b s e r v in g  th e  S a b b a th  in  Π - Ι Ι , q . 1 2 2 , a . 4  a d  4 .  
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t iv ity ,  o f  m o s t l i tu r g ic a l l a w . B u t f r o m  th e  th e o lo g ic a l s ta n d ­

p o in t i t w o u ld  s e e m  th a t h e  i s  m a k in g  th e  l i tu r g y  m u c h  l e s s  

th e  w o r k  o f  G o d . A g a in ,  h o w e v e r , o n e  h a s  to  k e e p  th e  c o n te x t  

o f S t . T h o m a s ’s s ta te m e n ts  in  m in d . T h e  r e a s o n  th e r e  i s s o  

l i t t l e  d iv in e  l i tu r g ic a l l a w  in  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t i s  th a t g r a c e  

i s n o w  a v a i la b le  in  C h r is t . T h e  m o r e  g r a c e  a b o u n d s  th e  l e s s  

n e e d  th e r e  i s  o f  l a w . N e w  T e s ta m e n t m a n  c a n  b e  t r u s te d  to  

w o r s h ip  G o d  w ith o u t m u c h  g u id a n c e  f r o m  d iv in e  l a w . H e  c a n  

b e  t r u s te d  a s  a n  in d iv id u a l b e c a u s e  h e  i s  t r a n s f o r m e d  b y  th e  

g r a c e  o f  th e  H o ly  S p i r i t , p e r f e c te d  b y  th e  v i r tu e  o f  r e l ig io n  a n d  

in s p i r e d  b y  th e  g i f t o f  p ie ty . 6 1 B u t m o r e  im p o r ta n t ly , h e  c a n  

b e t r u s te d  in s o f a r a s h e  b e lo n g s to  th e c o m m u n i ty  o f th e  

C h u r c h . W h e n  o n e r e m e m b e r s th a t th e  e c c le s io lo g y  o f S t .  

T h o m a s  i s  p r im a r i ly  a n  e c c le s io lo g y  o f g r a c e  6 2 a n d  th a t a c ts  

o f  th e  C h u r c h  a r e  a c ts  o f  g r a c e ,  o n e  c a n  a p p r e c ia te  w h y  h e  s e e s  

s o  l i t t l e  n e e d  f o r  i t s  l i f e  to  b e  a r r a n g e d  in  d e ta il  b y  d iv in e  l a w .  

T h e  w o r s h ip  th a t N e w  T e s ta m e n t m a n  p r o d u c e s , p r o v id e d  i t  

i s  d o n e  w ith in  th e  o r d e r  o f th e  C h u r c h , i s  th e  w o r k  o f  g r a c e .  

A n d  th e  w o r k  o f  g r a c e  i s  m o r e  e f f e c t iv e ly  d iv in e  th a n  th e  w o r k  

o f  l a w . N e w  T e s ta m e n t  l i tu r g y , f o r  a l l i t s  f r e e d o m  a n d  m a n ­

m a d e  f o r m s , i s  th e  w o r k  o f  G o d  f a r  m o r e  p r o f o u n d ly  th a n  w a s  

th e  l i tu r g y  o f  th e  O ld  L a w .

A s  a n  i l lu s tr a t io n  o f  h o w  th e  th e o lo g ic a l c a te g o r ie s  o f  l a w  a n d  

g r a c e  a r e  u s e d  b y  S t . T h o m a s to  g iv e  a  p r o f o u n d  e x p la n a ­

t io n  o f  th e  m y s te r y  o f th e  l i tu r g y  i t i s w o r th  lo o k in g  a g a in  

a t h is s a c r a m e n ta l th e o lo g y . A t th e h e a r t o f h is a n a ly s i s  

a n a ly s i s  o f s a c r a m e n ts  h e  h a s a  q u e s t io n  e n t i t l e d  De Causis 

Sacramentorum?3 H e  i s  i s o la t in g  th e  a c tu a l c a u s e s  th a t b r in g  

a  s a c r a m e n t , a s d e f in e d  f o r m a lly  in  p r e v io u s q u e s t io n s , in to  

r e a l  e x is te n c e . I n  o th e r  w o r d s ,  h e  i s  lo o k in g  a t  a n  a c tu a l  l i tu r g y

e l I I - H , q . 1 2 1  I t  i s  to  th e  g i f t o f  p ie ty  th a t  S t . T h o m a s  a t t r ib u te s  th e  t r in i ta r ia n  

q u a l i ty  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n ’s  w o rs h ip .

0 2  C f . Y v e s  C o n g a r , O .  P . , “  Ecclesia e t Populus (Fidelis) d a n s  l ’E c c lé s io lo g ie  d e  

S . T h o m a s ,”  in  St. Thomas Aquinas, 1274-1974. Commemorative Studies ( P o n t if ic a l  

I n s t i tu te  o f  M e d ia e v a l S tu d ie s , T o r o n to , 1 9 7 4 ) v o l . 1 , p p . 1 5 9 - 1 7 4 .

”  Summa Theol., H I , q . 6 4 .
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o f th e  C h u r c h  a n d  a s k in g  w h a t a g e n ts  a r e  a t w o r k  to  m a k e  

th is  to  b e  a  s a c r a m e n t o f  th e  N e w  L a w . B e f o r e  a s k in g  a b o u t  

th e  m in is te r , th e  C h u r c h , th e  A p o s t le s , C h r is t , h e  a s k s  a b o u t  

th e  a c t io n  o f G o d . H e  s tu d ie s  th i s  o n  tw o  l e v e ls , o f  in te r io r  

n e t  io n  a n d  o f  in s t i tu t io n .® 4 T h is  c o r re s p o n d s  to  th e  d o u b le  p a t -  

t  e r n  o f  g r a c e  a n d  l a w  th a t  h e  h a s  f o u n d  in  G o d ’s  s a lv i f ic  a c t io n  

in  th e  Prima Secundae. T o  s i tu a te  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  in s t i tu -  

I io n  o f  s a c r a m e n ts  in  th i s  c o n te x t  i s  to  m a k e  i t  a  g e n u in e ly  th e ­

o lo g ic a l r a th e r  th a n  a  m e r e ly  a p o lo g e tic a l i s s u e . I t  i s  to  a s k ,  

n o t h a v e  in d iv id u a l s a c r a m e n ts b e e n  d iv in e ly  in s t i tu te d  b u t  

w h y  a n d  to  w h a t e x te n t a  s a c r a m e n t h a s  to  b e  s o . A n d  th e  

a n s w e r , th a t a  s a c r a m e n t h a s  to  b e  f r o m  G o d  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  

I h e  o n e  w h o s e virtus i s p r e s e n t in  th e  s a c r a m e n t, jo in s th e  

s a c r a m e n ta l e x p r e s s io n  f i rm ly  to  th e  virtus th a t i s a t w o r k .  

G o d  a c ts w ith in  a n d  w ith o u t , in  a  b a la n c e d  p r e s e n c e  o f l a w  

a n d  g r a c e . T h e  p o w e r  o f  th e  s a c r a m e n ts  to  c a u s e  g r a c e  i s  l ik e ­

w is e  b e t te r  u n d e r s to o d  w h e n  s e e n  w ith in  th e  g e n e r a l p a tte rn  

o f  g r a c e - g iv in g  a n d  i ts  r e la t io n s h ip  to  l i tu r g ic a l l a w  in  th e  N e w  

T e s ta m e n t. T h e  c a u s a l i ty  o f th e  s a c r a m e n ts  i s  n o t a  s u r r e p ­

t i t io u s , u n a n n o u n c e d  in te r v e n tio n  b y  G o d  b u t a  v is ib le  o f f e r  

m a d e  in  a  w a y  th a t  g iv e s  m a n  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  a  c o n g e n ia l ,  

p e r s o n a l r e s p o n s e . T h e  e x te r n a l s h a p e  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  th e  in ­

t e r n a l  m o v e m e n t : a n d  b o th  a r e  f r o m  G o d . T h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  

l i tu rg ic a l c e le b r a t io n  i s a ls o  c la r if ie d . T h e  d is tin c tio n  th a t S t .  

T h o m a s  m a k e s  b e tw e e n  w h a t i s “  d e  n e c e s s i ta te  s a c r a m e n t i  ”  

a n d  w h a t i s  “  a d  q u a n d a m  s o le m n ita te m  ” 0 5 m a y  s e e m  to  b e  

r e s t r ic t in g  th e  w o r k  o f  G o d  to  th e  e s s e n tia l m a tte r a n d  f o r m .  

B u t w h e n  o n e  r e m e m b e r s  th a t w h a t h e  i s  e x c lu d in g  f r o m  th e  

N e w  L a w  o f  g r a c e  i s  n o t th e  e x e r c is e  o f  w o r s h ip  o r  th e  n e e d  

f o r  s o m e  e x te r n a l f o r m s  o f  i t b u t s im p ly  th e  d iv in e ly  im p o s e d  

n e c e s s i ty  o f  th i s  o r  th a t p a r t ic u la r  f o r m , o n e  c a n  b e  s a t i s f ie d  

th a t l i tu r g ic a l s e l f - e x p r e s s io n  o f th e  C h r is t ia n  c o m m u n i ty  i s  

a n  in te g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  e c o n o m y  o f  g r a c e . A s  S t .  T h o m a s  m a k e s

’* Ibid., a a . 1 - 2 .

Ibid., q . 6 4 , a . 2  a d  1 .
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c le a r  in  h is  f o r m a l a n a ly s i s  o f  g r a c e , e v e r y th in g  th a t p r e p a r e s  

m a n  f o r  g r a c e  a n d  e n a b le s  h im  to  c o o p e r a te  w ith  i t  a n d  a c t  e x ­

t e r n a l ly  in a c c o r d a n c e w ith  i t i s i t s e l f p r o d u c e d  b y  G o d ’s  

g r a c e . 0 6 H e n c e  th e  f u l l l i tu r g ic a l c e le b r a tio n  o f s a c r a m e n ts i s  

th e  w o r k  o f  G o d , n o t  a s  th e  p r o d u c t o f  d iv in e  l a w  b u t  a s  th e  

p r o d u c t  o f  d iv in e  g r a c e . W h ile  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  g r a c e  in  a  s a c ­

r a m e n t d e p e n d s  in d u b i ta b ly  o n  th e  m a k in g  o f a  d iv in e ly  in ­

s t i tu te d  s ig n , th e  t a k in g  h o ld  o f g r a c e r e q u ir e s th e  c r e a t iv e  

l i tu r g ic a l r e s p o n s e  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  c o m m u n ity . T h e  C h u r c h ’s  

f r e e d o m  to  c r e a te  a n  a p p r o p r ia te  l i tu r g ic a l s e t t in g  f o r  th e  s a c ­

r a m e n ts  i s  th e  g r a c e - a s s u r e d  f r e e d o m  o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  G o d .

Theological definition of Liturgy

T h e  c o n c lu s io n  s u g g e s te d  b y  o u r  e x a m in a t io n  o f  S t .  T h o m a s ’s  

t r e a tm e n t o f  l i tu r g ic a l m a te r ia l i s  th a t h e  w o u ld  p r e f e r  a  d e ­

f in i t io n  o f  th e  l i tu r g y  to  b e g in  w ith  a  s t r ic t ly  th e o lo g ic a l id e a  

r a th e r  th a n  a  a n th r o p o lo g ic a l o n e  s u c h  a s  w o r s h ip  o r  s ig n , o r  

a  c h r i s to lo g ic a l o n e  s u c h  a s  p r ie s th o o d . G o d  h a s  to  b e  b r o u g h t  

in to  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f  l i tu r g y  s o m e h o w . T h e  d e f in i t io n s  w e  h a v e  

a l r e a d y  e x a m in e d  d o  s o  b y  w a y  o f  s p e c i f ic  d i f f e r e n c e — q u a l if y ­

in g , f o r  e x a m p le , th e  g e n e r ic  n o t io n  o f s ig n  b y  th e  n o t io n  o f  

d iv in e  in s t i tu t io n . B u t i t d o e s s e e m  m o r e  s e n s ib le in  a  th e ­

o lo g ic a l  d e f in i t io n  to  m a k e  th e  d iv in e  to  b e  th e  g e n e r ic  e le m e n t  

r a th e r  th a n  th e  s p e c i f ic  d i f f e r e n c e . T o  d e f in e  l i tu r g y  a s  “  th e  

w o r k  o f  G o d  ”  o r  “  th e  a c t io n  o f  G o d  ”  t a k e s  o n e  im m e d ia te ly  

to  th e  o n to lo g ic a l r e a l i ty  o f th e  m y s te ry  o n e  i s  d e f in in g . O n e  

c o u ld  th e n  go o n  to  q u a l if y  th i s  a c t io n  o f  G o d  a s  o n e  w h ic h ,  

f o r  e x a m p le ,  a p p e a r s  in  a  s y s te m  o f  s ig n s  w h ic h  s a n c ti f y  m e m ­

b e r s  o f  th e  C h u r c h  f o r  th e  w o r s h ip  o f  th e  F a th e r  th r o u g h  C h r is t  

in  th e  S p i r i t . T h e  q u a li f y in g  d e ta i l s  o f  s u c h  a  d e f in i t io n  w o u ld  

n e e d  to  b e  w o r k e d  o u t  a n d  b a la n c e d  m o r e  c a r e fu l ly . T h e  o n ly  

p o in t  a t  i s s u e  h e r e  i s  th a t  th e s e  d e ta i ls  s h o u ld  b e  q u a l i f ic a t io n s  

r a th e r  th a n  s ta r t in g  p o in ts ,  a n d  th a t  th e  f i r s t th in g  a  th e o lo g ia n  

s h o u ld  s a y  a b o u t  l i tu r g y  i s  th a t  i t  i s  th e  a c t io n  o f  G o d .

T o  d e s c r ib e  l i tu r g y  a s  a n  a c t io n  o f G o d  . . . c a n , o f  c o u r s e ,

” Ι -Π , q . 1 0 9 , a . 6 ; q . I l l , a a . 2 - 3 .  
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! > « · a  f o r m  o f  in te l le c tu a l a n d  p a s to r a l e s c a p is m . I n  m u n d a n e  

m a t te r s  o r  in  a  p u r e ly  s e c u la r i s t id e o lo g y  to  c a ll s o m e th in g  a n  

n e t o f G o d  c a n  m e a n  th a t w e  s im p ly  d o  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  i t o r  

c a n  d o  n o th in g  a b o u t i t . B u t  in  a  th e o lo g ia n  l ik e  S t . T h o m a s  

“  a c t o f G o d  ”  i s  a n  e x p r e s s io n  o f  n e i th e r a g n o s tic is m  n o r  i r ­

r e s p o n s ib i l i ty . I t  i s  n o t  a g n o s t ic i s m ,  m y th  o r  m e ta p h o r  b e c a u s e  

h is  e x p la n a t io n  o f  h o w  l i tu r g y  i s  th e  w o r k  o f  G o d  a s  l a w g iv e r  

a n d  g iv e r  o f  g r a c e  i s  r o o te d  in  a  c a r e f u l m e ta p h y s ic a l a n a ly s i s  

o f  th e  a c t io n  o f  G o d  o n  h is  c r e a tu r e s ,  a n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  o n  m a n .

1  [ i s  s tu d y  o f  d iv in e  g o v e r n m e n t in  Prima Pars s e t s  o u t  to  ju s -  

l i f y  a n d  e x p la in  h o w  G o d  i s  p r e s e n t a n d  a c t iv e  in  a l l th in g s ,  

a n d  h o w  h is  a c t io n  o n  in te l l ig e n t c r e a tu r e s  o c c u r s  b o th  o n  th e  

l e v e l o f  in te r io r  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  o f  m in d  a n d  w il l a s  w e l l a s  o n  

th e  l e v e l o f  e x te r n a l p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  im a g e s a n d  m o t iv a t io n .® ’  

I n d e e d  h is c o m p le x  a n a ly s i s  o f w h a t w o u ld  to d a y  b e c a lle d  

in te r p e r s o n a l  r e la t io n s h ip s  ( in v o lv in g  d i f f e re n t  c o m b in a tio n s  o f  

G o d , a n g e ls , m e n , a n d  th in g s ) , a n d  th e  p la c e  o f  s ig n s  in  th i s ,  

o f f e r s a f a c in a tin g g r o u n d w o r k  f o r u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e p e r ­

s o n a l is t d im e n s io n th a t s o  in te r e s t s c o n te m p o r a r y  l i tu rg i s t s .  

T h e s e  p a tte r n s  o f  d iv in e  g o v e r n m e n t  a r e  in  tu r n  a n  a p p l ic a t io n  

o f  S t . T h o m a s ’s  m o r e  f u n d a m e n ta l a n a ly s i s  o f  G o d , h is  p r o v i ­

d e n c e , th e  w o r k  o f c r e a t io n  a n d  th e  k in d  o f  r e la t io n s h ip  th a t  

e x is t s  b e tw e e n  G o d  a n d  h is  c r e a tu r e s . T h e  f a c t th a t G o d  i s ,  

th a t h e  g iv e s  h im s e l f  o u t  o f  s h e e r  g o o d n e s s  to  o th e r s , th a t  h e  

d i r e c t s  th e s e  o th e r s  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  h is  g o o d n e s s  b y  p r e d e s ti ­

n a t in g  p r o v id e n c e  a r e  th e  u l t im a te  p r e s u p p o s i t io n s f o r  h is  th e ­

o lo g ic a l in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  th e  l i tu r g y . S o m e  o f th e m  a r e  m o r e  

im m e d ia te ly  r e le v a n t to  th e  l i tu r g y  th a n  o th e r s . F o r  e x a m p le ,  

th e  d is c u s s io n  o n  th e  n a m e s o f G o d  ® 8 h a s a  b e a r in g  o n  th e  

e v a lu a t io n  o f p r a y e r  l a n g u a g e  in  th e  l i tu r g y . T h e  c r e d ib i l i ty  

o f  th e  t r in i ta r ia n  p a t te r n  o f  l i tu r g y  i s  s u p p o r te d  b y  th e  e s ta b ­

l is h m e n t o f  b a s ic  t r in i ta r ia n  d o g m a , a n d  th e  c o r r e la t io n  o f  th e  

v is ib le  m is s io n  o f  th e  W o r d  w ith  th e  in v is ib le  m is s io n  o f th e  

H o ly  S p ir i t s h o w s  h o w  th e  p a t te rn  o f v is ib le  s h a p e a n d  in -

"  C f . I , q . 1 0 5 , a a . 8 - 4 .

'"Ibid., q . 1 3 .
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v is ib le  g r a c e  f o u n d  in  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t l i tu r g y ( la w  a n d  

g r a c e  in  S t . T h o m a s ’s t e r m s ) i s g r o u n d e d  o n  th e  t r in i ta r ia n  

e c o n o m y  o f  s a lv a t io n . 0 9 T h e  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  c r e a ­

t io n  a s th e c o m m u n ic a tio n o f G o d ’s g o o d n e s s p r o v id e s th e  

b a s ic k e y  f o r u n d e r s ta n d in g  h o w  in  p r o m o tin g  th e  g lo r y  o f  

G o d  l i tu r g y  i s  n o t  b e n e f i t t in g  G o d  b u t  p e r f e c t in g  h is  c r e a tu r e s . 7 0

N o r  d o e s  d e f in in g  l i tu r g y  a s  th e  a c t io n  o f  G o d  u n d e r m in e  th e  

p a s to r a l r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f m e n  f o r th e  a c tu a l c a r ry in g  o u t o f  

l i tu r g y . T h e  b a s ic  a n th ro p o lo g y  o f  S t . T h o m a s  p r e s e n ts  m a n  

a s  a  c r e a tu r e  w h o  i s  m a s te r  o f  h is  o w n  d e s t in y . M a d e  a s  h e  i s  

in  th e  im a g e  o f G o d  h e  h a s  a  c a p a c i ty  f o r  th e  g i f t o f  p e r s o n a l  

r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  G o d , f r e e ly  a c c e p te d  a n d  p u r s u e d in  a c ­

c o r d a n c e  w ith  th e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l a n d  m o r a l s t r u c tu r e  o f  h is  o w n  

n a tu r e  a n d  h is e s s e n t ia l d e p e n d e n c e  o n  c o m m u n i ty . 7 1 M a n ’s  

s e l f - p e r f e c t in g  a c t io n  i s  n o  l e s s h is  o w n , n o  l e s s f r e e , n o  l e s s  

ty p ic a l ly  h u m a n  f o r b e in g  e x e r c is e d  u n d e r th e  s o v e r e ig n  p r e ­

m o t io n  o f  G o d . I t  i s  n o  l e s s  p e r s o n a l  f o r  b e in g  w o r k e d  o u t  w ith ­

in  p a t te r n s  s e t b y  h u m a n  l a w . M a n ’s  e x is te n t ia l s i tu a t io n  a s  

s in n e r  d o e s n o t a l te r  th e  e s s e n tia l p a t te r n  o f h is  r e la t io n s h ip  

w ith  G o d  b u t r a th e r  a c c e n tu a te s  i t s  h u m a n e s s . T h e  p la c e  o f  

th e  b o d y  in  l i tu r g y ,  th e  r e m e d ia l  r e d e m p tiv e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  C h r is ­

t i a n  l i tu r g y , th e  n e e d  f o r  c o n s c io u s , d e l ib e r a te  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  

w ith  th e  g r a c e  i t  o f f e r s , th e  w o r s h ip f u l  u s e  o f  i ts  f o r m s  w h e th e r  

th e y  a r e  g iv e n  b y  d iv in e  l a w  o r  c r e a te d  b y  h u m a n  in g e n u i ty —  

a l l th i s  i s ju s t if i e d  a n d  m a d e  in te l l ig ib le  b y  th e  g e n e r a l a n ­

th r o p o lo g ic a l o p t io n s  o f  S t . T h o m a s  s u c h  a s th e y  a p p e a r , f o r  

e x a m p le  in  th e  Prima  Pars a n d  Prima  Secundae.

T h is  i s  n o t  th e  p la c e  to  d e b a te  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e s e  f u n d a m e n ta l  

th e o lo g ic a l a n d  a n th r o p o lo g ic a l  p o s i t io n s  o f  S t . T h o m a s  in  a n y  

d e ta i l o r  to  f u l ly  e x p lo r e  th e ir  r e le v a n c e  to  l i tu r g y . T h e y  a r e  

l i s te d  s im p ly  to  s h o w  th a t f r o m  th e  v e r y  b e g i im in g  o f  h is  th e ­

o lo g y  S t . T h o m a s  i s s a y in g  th in g s  w h ic h  t a k e  a c c o u n t o f a n d  

p r o v id e a  m e th o d  f o r u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  l i tu r g ic a l m a te r ia l

”  Ibid., q . 4 8 .

”  Ibid., q . 4 4 , a . 4 ; c f . Π - Π , q . 8 1 , a . 7 .

7 1 1 , q . 9 3 ; c f . I - Π  p r o lo g u e .
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w h ic h  h e  w ill e n c o u n te r  in  h is  p r o g r e s s iv e  e x p lo r a t io n  o f  a l l th e  

p r in c ip le s , v a lu e s , a n d  h is to r ic a l  h a p p e n in g s  th a t  m a k e  u p  th e  

e x is te n t ia l r e la t io n s h ip b e tw e e n  G o d  a n d  h is c r e a t io n . A n d  

s in c e  i t  i s  in  th e  C h r is t ia n  l i tu r g y  th a t  th i s  r e la t io n s h ip  i s  b e in g  

w o r k e d  o u t  in  th e  f in a l  p h a s e  o f  s a lv a t io n  h is to r y ,  o n e  c a n  c la im  

th a t  h e  o f f e r s  a  m e th o d  o f  th in k in g  th e o lo g ic a l ly  a b o u t— i f  n o t  

a  s e l f - c o n ta in e d  th e o lo g y  o f — th e  l i tu r g y .
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