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N o tic e  c a re fu lly  th a t  so m e  th in g  c a n  b e  a lth o u g h  i t  is  n o t, 

w h e re a s  a n o th e r  th in g  tru ly  is . T h a t  w h ic h  c a n  b e  is  c a lle d  b e in g  

in  p o te n cy ;  th a t  w h ic h  a lre a d y  is , is  c a lle d  b e in g  in  a c t. B u t  

th e re  a re  tw o  k in d s  o f  b e in g : n a m e ly  e s se n tia l b e in g  o r  th e  

su b s ta n tia l b e in g  o f  th e  th in g  (a s , fo r  e x a m p le , to  b e  a  m a n )  a n d  

th is  is  to  b e  a b so lu te ly . T h e  o th e r  k in d  o f  b e in g  is  a c c id e n ta l  

b e in g  (a s , fo r  e x a m p le , to  b e  a  w h ite  m a n ) , a n d  th is  is  to  b e  

a f te r -a - fa sh io n  o r  in  so m e  q u a lif ie d  w a y .

T o  e a c h  o f  th e se  k in d s  o f  b e in g  ( i .e . su b s ta n tia l b e in g  a n d  

a c c id e n ta l b e in g )  th e re  is  so m e th in g  w h ic h  is  in  p o te n c y . F o r  th e re  

is  so m e th in g  w h ic h  is  in  p o te n c y  to  b e  a  m a n , n a m e ly , th e  sp e rm  a n d  

th e  m e n s tru a l b lo o d ; a n d  th e re  is  a lso  so m e th in g  w h ic h  is  in  

p o te n c y  to  b e in g  w h ite , n a m e ly , a  m a n . A n d  th a t  w h ic h  is  in  p o te n c y  

to  su b s ta n tia l b e in g  ju s t  a s  m u c h  a s  th a t  w h ic h  is  in  p o te n c y  to  

a c c id e n ta l b e in g  c a n  b e  c a lle d  m a tte r ; a s , fo r  e x a m p le , th e  sp e rm  

is  w ith  re sp ec t  to  th e  m a n  a n d  th e  m a n , in  re sp e c t  to  w h ite n e s s . 

B u t  th e re  is  a  d if fe re n c e . T h e  m a tte r  w h ic h  is  in  p o te n c y  to  

su b s ta n tia l b e in g  is  c a lle d  th e  m a tte r  'o u t o f  w h ic h ' w h e re a s  th e  

m a tte r  w h ic h  is  in  p o te n c y  to  a c c id e n ta l b e in g  is  c a lle d  th e  m a tte r 

'in  w h ic h '. A g a in , in  a  s tr ic t  w a y  o f  sp e a k in g , th a t  w h ic h  is  in  

p o te n c y  to  su b s ta n tia l b e in g  is  c a lled  p r im e  m a tte r , h o w e v e r , th a t  

w h ic h  is  in  p o te n c y  to  a c c id e n ta l b e in g  is  c a lled  th e  su b je c t: T h is  

is  w h y  i t  is  sa id  th a t a c c id e n ts  a re  in  a  su b je c t— a n d  a lso  w h y  i t  

is  n o t sa id  th a t su b s ta n tia l fo rm  is  in  a  su b je c t. A n d  i t is  

a c c o rd in g  to  th is  n o tio n  th a t  'm a tte r ' d if fe rs  f ro m  's u b je c t ' 

b e c a u se  th e  su b je c t d o e s  n o t  h a v e  i ts  b e in g  f ro m  w h a t c o m e s  to  i t  

b u t  h a s  in  i ts e lf  c o m p le te  b e in g  (a s , fo r  e x a m p le , a  m a n  d o e s  n o t  

d e r iv e  h is  b e in g  f ro m  h is  w h ite n e s s ). B u t  m a tte r , o n  th e  o th e r  

h a n d , d o e s  d e r iv e  i ts  b e in g  f ro m  w h a t  c o m e s  to  i t , s in c e , o f  

i ts e lf , i t  h a s  in c o m p le te  b e in g . T h e re fo re , s tr ic tly  sp e a k in g ,  

(su b s ta n tia l) fo rm  g iv e s  b e in g  to  m a tte r ,  w h e re a s  a c c id e n ts  d o  n o t  

g iv e  b e in g  to  a  su b je c t, b u t  ra th e r , th e  su b je c t  to  th e  a c c id e n ts .  

S o m e tim e s ,  h o w e v e r  ( in  p o p u la r  te rm in o lo g y ),  o n e  te rm  is  u se d  fo r  

th e  o th e r , th a t  is , 'm a tte r ' fo r  's u b je c t ' a n d  v ic e -v e rsa .

A g a in ,  ju s t  a s  e v e ry th in g  w h ic h  is  in  p o te n c y  c a n  b e  c a lle d  

'm a tte r ' in  th e  sa m e  w a y  e v e ry th in g  b y  w h ic h  so m e th in g  h a s  b e in g  

(e ith e r  su b s ta n tia lly  o r  a c c id e n ta lly ) ,  c a n  b e  c a lle d  'fo rm '; fo r  



e x a m p le , in  m a n  s in c e  h e  is  p o te n tia lly  w h ite , h e  b e c o m e s  a c tu a lly  

w h ite  th ro u g h  w h ite n e s s , a n d  th e  sp e rm , s in c e  i t is  p o te n tia lly  m a n  

b e c o m e s  a c tu a lly  m a n  th ro u g h  th e  so u l. A n d  b e c a u se  i t  is  th e  fo rm  

w h ic h  m a k e s  so m e th in g  to  b e  in  a c t, a c c o rd in g ly  th e  fo rm  is  c a lle d  

'a c t '. M o re o v e r,  th a t  w h ic h  b r in g s  a b o u t su b s ta n tia l b e in g  in  a c t  

is  c a lle d  's u b s ta n tia l fo rm ', a n d  th a t  w h ic h  b r in g s  a b o u t 

a c c id e n ta l b e in g  in  a c t  is  c a lled  'a c c id e n ta l  fo rm '.

N o w  s in c e  g e n e ra tio n  (c o m in g - to -b e ) is  a  m o v e m e n t  to w a rd s  

fo rm , th e re  a re  tw o  k in d s  o f  g e n e ra tio n  w h ic h  c o rre sp o n d  to  th e se  

tw o  k in d s  o f  fo rm s : a b so lu te  c o m in g -to -b e  c o rre sp o n d s  to  

su b s ta n tia l fo rm -re la tiv e  c o m in g -to -b e  

(c o m in g - to -b e - in -a -c e r ta in -w a y ) , c o rre sp o n d s  to  a c c id e n ta l fo rm . 

F o r  w h e n e v e r  su b s ta n tia l fo rm  is  in tro d u c e d , w e  sa y  th a t so m e th in g  

a b so lu te ly  b e c o m e s  ( i .e . w ith o u t q u a lif ic a tio n ) — fo r  e x a m p le , a  m a n  

b e c o m e s  a  m a n  o r  a  m a n  c o m e s -to -b e . H o w e v e r , w h e n  a c c id e n ta l fo rm  

is  in tro d u c ed , w e  d o  n o t sa y  th a t so m e th in g  b e c o m e s  a b so lu te ly — b u t  

ra th e r  th a t  i t  b e c o m e s  th is — fo r  e x a m p le , w h e n  a  m a n  b e c o m e s  w h ite  

w e  d o  n o t  sa y  th a t  h e  b e c o m e s  a  m a n  o r  th a t  a  m a n  h a s  c o m e -to -b e  

b u t  ra th e r  th a t  th e  m a n  b e c o m e s  w h ite  o r  c o m e s - to -b e  w h ite . A n d  

th e re  is  a  tw o -fo ld  n o tio n  o f  c o rru p tio n  (p a s s in g  a w a y )  w h ic h  is  

o p p o se d  to  th is  tw o -fo ld  n o tio n  o f  g e n e ra tio n  

(c o m in g -to -b e ) — n a m e ly , a b so lu te  p a s s in g -a w a y  a n d  re la tiv e  p a s s in g  

a w a y . A b so lu te  g e n e ra tio n  (c o m in g - to -b e ) a n d  a b so lu te  c o rru p tio n  

(p a s s in g  a w a y )  e x is t o n ly  w ith in  th e  g e n u s  o f  su b s ta n c e . O n  th e  

o th e r  h a n d  re la tiv e  g e n e ra tio n  a n d  re la tiv e  c o rru p tio n  

(c o m in g - to -b e -a n d  p a s s in g -a w a y -in  so m e  w a y  o r  o th e r)  a re  fo u n d  in  

a ll o f  th e  o th e r  g e n e ra . A n d  b e c a u se  g e n e ra tio n  is  a  k in d  o f  

m o v e m e n t  f ro m  n o n -b e in g  to  b e in g  a n d , c o n v e rse ly , c o rru p tio n  f ro m  

b e in g  to  n o n -b e in g , i t  is  n o t  f ro m  ju s t  a n y  k in d  o f  n o n -b e in g  th a t  

g e n e ra tio n  c o m e s  b u t  f ro m  n o n -b e in g  w h ic h  is  b e in g  in  p o te n c y — ju s t  

a s , fo r  e x a m p le , th e  s ta tu e  c o m e s  f ro m  b ro n z e  w h ic h  is  s ta tu e  in  

p o te n c y , n o t  in  a c t.

A n d , th e re fo re , in  o rd e r  th a t  g e n e ra tio n  (c o m in g - to -b e ) c o m e  

a b o u t, th re e  th in g s  a re  n e c e s sa ry : n a m e ly , a  p o te n tia l so m e th in g  

w h ic h  is  th e  m a tte r, a n d  n o t-b e in g  in  a c t  w h ic h  is  th e  p r iv a tio n , 

a n d  th a t  th ro u g h  w h ic h  i t  b e c o m e s  in  a c t, n a m e ly , th e  fo rm . L e t u s  

ta k e  a n  e x a m p le : w h e n  a  s ta tu e - is  m a d e  f ro m  b ro n z e , th e  b ro n z e  

w h ic h  is  in  p o te n c y  fo r  th e  fo rm  o f  th e  s ta tu e  is  'th e  m a tte r '; th e  

p r iv a tio n  is  th e  sh a p e le s sn e s s  o r  th e  la c k  o f  th e  fo rm  (o f  s ta tu e  

in  th e  m o lte n  b ro n z e ) ; th e  sh a p e  b y  w h ic h  w e  c a ll i t a  s ta tu e  is  

th e  fo rm . T h e  fo rm  o f  s ta tu e , h o w e v e r , is  n o t  th e  su b s ta n tia l  fo rm , 

b e c a u se  th e  b ro n z e  b e fo re  th e  c o m in g - to -b e  o f  th is  fo rm  (o f  s ta tu e )  

h a s  b e in g  in  a c t, a n d  i ts  b e in g  d o e s  n o t  d e p e n d  u p o n  th is  sh a p e  (o f  

s ta tu e )  w h ic h  is  a n  a c c id e n ta l fo rm . A ll a r tif ic ia l fo rm s  a re  

a c c id e n ta l fo rm s . F o r  a r t o n ly  o p e ra te s  u p o n  th o se  th in g s  a lre a d y  

c o n s titu te d  in  b e in g  b y  n a tu re .



T h e re  a re , th e re fo re ,  th re e  p r in c ip le s  o f  n a tu re , a n d  th e se  

a re  m a tte r, fo rm , a n d  p r iv a tio n . O n e  o f  th e se  p r in c ip le s , n a m e ly ,  

th e  fo rm , is  th a t  to w a rd s  w h ic h  c o m in g - to -b e  m o v e s : th e  o th e r  tw o  

a re  o n  th e  s id e  o f  th a t  f ro m  w h ic h  c o m in g -to -b e  a r is e s . H e n c e  

m a tte r  a n d  p r iv a tio n  a re  in  th e  sa m e  su b je c t b u t se e n  f ro m  

d if fe re n t  v ie w p o in ts .  F o r  i t  is  th e  sa m e  su b je c t  w h ic h  is  b o th  

b ro n ze  a n d  u n sh a p e d  (w ith  re sp ec t  to  th e  s ta tu e )  b e fo re  th e  a d v e n t 

o f  th e  fo rm — b u t  i t  is  fo r  o n e  re a so n  th a t  w e  c a ll i t  b ro n ze  a n d  

fo r  a n o th e r  re a so n  th a t  w e  c a ll i t  u n sh a p e d . H e n c e  p r iv a tio n  is  

c a lle d  a  p r in c ip le , n o t  e s se n tia lly  b u t  a c c id e n ta lly , b e c a u se  i t  

c o in c id e s  w ith  th e  m a tte r ; fo r  e x a m p le , w e  sa y  th a t  a  d o c to r  b u ild s  

so m e th in g  a c c id e n ta lly , fo r  th e  d o c to r  b u ild s  so m e th in g  n o t  in  so  

fa r  a s  h e  is  a  d o c to r , b u t  in  so  fa r  a s  h e  is  a  b u ild e r  a n d  b u ild e r  

c o in c id e s  w ith  d o c to r  in  o n e  su b je c t. N o w  a c c id e n ts  a re  o f  tw o  

k in d s . T h e re  a re  n e c e s sa ry  a c c id e n ts  w h ic h  a re  n o t  se p a ra te d  f ro m  

th e  th in g , a s , fo r  e x a m p le , r is ib ili ty  f ro m  m a n ; a n d  th e re  a re  

n o n -n e c e s sa ry  a c c id e n ts  w h ic h  a re  se p a ra te d , su c h  a s  w h ite n e s s  f ro m  

m a n . S o  a lth o u g h  p r iv a tio n  is  a n  a c c id e n ta l p r in c ip le , i t d o e s  n o t  

fo llo w  th a t  i t  is  n o t  n e c e s sa ry  fo r  c o m in g -to -b e . F o r  m a tte r  is  

n e v e r  w ith o u t p r iv a tio n : fo r  in  so  fa r  a s  th e  m a tte r  is  u n d e r  o n e  

fo rm  i t  h a s  th e  p r iv a tio n  o f  a n o th e r  fo rm  a n d  v ic e v e rsa . F o r  

e x a m p le , in  f ire  th e re  is  th e  p r iv a tio n  o f  a ir  a n d  in  a ir  th e  

p r iv a tio n  o f  f ire .

I t sh o u ld  b e  n o tic e d  th a t  a lth o u g h  c o m in g -to -b e  a r is e s  f ro m  

n o t-b e in g , w e  d o  n o t  sa y  th a t  n e g a tio n  is  i ts  p r in c ip le , b u t  

ra th e r , p r iv a tio n ; a n d  th is  is  b e c a u se  n e g a tio n  d o e s  n o t  d e te rm in e  

th e  su b je c t  fo r  i ts e lf . N o t-se e in g  c a n  b e  sa id  e v e n  o f  n o n -b e in g s  

a s , fo r  e x a m p le , " C h im e ra s  d o  n o t  se e ."  L ik e w ise  i t c a n  b e  sa id  o f  

b e in g s  w h ic h  a re  n o t  in te n d e d  b y  n a tu re  to  h a v e  s ig h t, su c h  a s  a  

s to n e . B u t  p r iv a tio n  is  sa id  o n ly  o f  a  d e te rm in a te  su b je c t w h ic h  is  

in te n d e d  b y  n a tu re  to  h a v e  a  g iv e n  s ta te : th u s  b lin d n e ss , fo r  

e x a m p le , is  o n ly  sa id  o f  th o se  th in g s  w h ic h  a re  in te n d e d  b y  n a tu re  

to  se e . A n d  b e c a u se  c o m in g -to -b e  d o e s  n o t a r is e  f ro m  a b so lu te  

n o n -b e in g  b u t  f ro m  n o n -b e in g  w h ic h  is  in  a  c e r ta in  su b je c t, a n d  n o t  

in  ju s t  a n y  su b je c t b u t  in  a  d e te rm in e d  o n e , ( fo r  i t  is  n o t  f ro m  

ju s t  a n y  n o n -b u rn in g  th in g  th a t  f ire  c o m e s  a b o u t, b u t  f ro m  a  

n o n -b u rn in g  th in g  w h ic h  b y  n a tu re  c a n  b e c o m e  th e  fo rm  o f  f ire )— i t  

is  b e c a u se  o f  th is  th a t  p r iv a tio n  is  a  p r in c ip le . B u t  in  th is , 

p r iv a tio n  a s  a  p r in c ip le  d if fe rs  f ro m  th e  o th e r  p r in c ip le s  b e c a u se  

th e  o th e rs  a re  p r in c ip le s  b o th  in  b e in g  a n d  b e c o m in g . F o r  th a t  th is  

sh o u ld  b e c o m e  a  s ta tu e  i t  is  n e c e s sa ry  th a t  th e re  b e  b ro n z e  a n d , 

u ltim a te ly , th e  sh a p e  o f  th e  s ta tu e : a n d , m o re o v e r , o n c e  i t  is  a  

s ta tu e , i t  is  a g a in  n e c e s sa ry  th a t  b o th  o f  th e se  e x is t . B u t  

p r iv a tio n  is  a  p r in c ip le  in  b e c o m in g  a n d  n o t  in  b e in g , fo r  w h ile  

th e  s ta tu e  is  b e c o m in g  i t c a n n o t  b e  a  s ta tu e . I f  i t  w e re  a  s ta tu e ,  

i t c o u ld  n o t  b e  b e c o m in g  o n e , b e c a u se  w h a t  is  b e c o m in g  is  o n ly  in  



su c c e s s iv e  s ta g e s , a s  a re  t im e  a n d  m o tio n . B u t  f ro m  th a t  w h ic h  

a lre a d y  is  a  s ta tu e , th e re  is  n o t  th e  p r iv a tio n  o f  s ta tu e  in  i t . 

B e c a u se  a ffirm a tio n  a n d  n e g a tio n  c a n n o t e x is t s im u lta n e o u s ly , 

s im ila r ly  n e ith e r  c a n  th e  s ta te  a n d  th e  p r iv a tio n  o f  th a t s ta te . 

A n d  so  p r iv a tio n  is  a n  a c c id e n ta l p r in c ip le  in  th e  se n se  e x p la in e d  

a b o v e ; th e  o th e r  tw o  a re  e s se n tia l p r in c ip le s .

F ro m  w h a t  h a s  a lre a d y  b e e n  sa id , i t is  e v id e n t th a t  m a tte r  

d if fe rs  f ro m  fo rm  a n d  f ro m  p r iv a tio n  a c c o rd in g  to  d e f in itio n . F o r  

m a tte r  is  th a t  in  w h ic h  b o th  fo rm  a n d  p r iv a tio n  a re  u n d e rs to o d ,  

ju s t  a s  b o th  a  sh a p e  a n d  a  la c k  o f  a  sh a p e  a re  u n d e rs to o d  in  th e  

b ro n z e . A n d  so m e tim e s  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  w e  n a m e  th e  m a tte r  in v o lv e s  

th e  n o tio n  o f  p r iv a tio n  a n d  so m e tim e s  i t d o e s  n o t  in v o lv e  th e  

n o tio n  o f  p r iv a tio n ; fo r  e x a m p le , b ro n z e , a lth o u g h  i t  is  th e  m a tte r  

o f  th e  s ta tu e  d o e s  n o t  in v o lv e  th e  n o tio n  o f  p r iv a tio n  b e c a u se  w h e n  

I  sa y  " b ro n z e " , th e  la c k  o f  a  fo rm  o r  th e  la c k  o f  a  sh a p e  is  n o t  

in c lu d e d  in  m y  c o n c e p t. O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , f lo u r , s in c e  i t  is  th e  

m a tte r  w ith  re sp e c t to  b re ad  d o e s  in v o lv e  in  i ts e lf  th e  p r iv a tio n  

o f  th e  fo rm  o f  b re a d , b e c a u se  w h e n  I  sa y  " f lo u r"  th e  la c k  o f  fo rm  

o r  th e  d iso rg a n iz a tio n  o p p o se d  to  th e  fo rm  o f  b re a d  is  s ig n if ie d . 

A n d  b e c a u se  in  c o m in g - to -b e  th e  m a tte r  o r  th e  su b je c t re m a in s , b u t  

th e  p r iv a tio n  d o e s  n o t, a n d  n e ith e r  d o e s  th e  c o m p o s ite  o f  m a tte r  

a n d  p r iv a tio n , a c c o rd in g ly ,  m a tte r  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t  in v o lv e  th e  

n o tio n  o f  p r iv a tio n  re m a in s ; h o w e v e r , th a t  m a tte r  w h ic h  d o e s  

in v o lv e  th e  n o tio n  o f  p r iv a tio n , is  tra n s ito ry .

I t sh o u ld  a lso  b e  n o te d  th a t  so m e  m a tte r  h a s  a  c o m p o s itio n  o f  

fo rm ; fo r  e x a m p le , a lth o u g h  th e  b ro n z e  is  th e  m a tte r  w ith  re sp ec t  

to  th e  s ta tu e , n e v e r th e le s s , th e  b ro n z e  i ts e lf  is  a  c o m p o s ite  o f  

m a tte r  a n d  fo rm . T h e re fo re , b ro n z e  c a n n o t  b e  c a lle d  p r im e  m a tte r  

b e c a u se  i t  h a s  a  m a tte r . O n ly  th a t  m a tte r  w h ic h  c a n  b e  u n d e rs to o d  

w ith o u t  a n y  fo rm  a n d  p r iv a tio n , b u t  w h ic h  is  th e  su b je c t o f  b o th  

fo rm  a n d  p r iv a tio n , is  c a lle d  p r im e  m a tte r  b e c a u se  th e re  is  n o t  a n y  

o th e r  m a tte r  p r io r  to  i t . A n d  th is  p r im e  m a tte r  is  a lso  c a lle d  

" h y le " .

B e c a u se  a ll k n o w le d g e  a n d  e v e ry  d e f in itio n  is  th ro u g h  th e  

fo rm , th e re fo re , p r im e  m a tte r  c a n n o t  b e  k n o w n  o r  d e f in e d  b y  i ts e lf ,  

b u t  b y  th e  c o m p o s ite : a n d  so  w e  sa y  th a t  p r im e  m a tte r  is  th a t  w h ic h  

is  re la te d  to  a ll fo rm s  a n d  a ll p r iv a tio n s  l ik e  th e  b ro n z e  is  

re la te d  to  th e  s ta tu e  a n d  to  th e  p r iv a tio n  o f  so m e  f ig u re . A n d  

p r im e  m a tte r  h e re  m e a n s  p r im e  in  a n  a b so lu te  w a y . F o r  so m e th in g  c a n  

a lso  b e  c a lle d  p r im a ry  w ith  re sp e c t to  a  c e r ta in  g e n u s , su c h  a s  

w a te r  b e in g  th e  p r im e  m a tte r  in  th e  g e n u s  o f  l iq u id s . N e v e rth e le ss , 

w a te r  is  n o t  p r im e  in  a n  a b so lu te  w a y , b e c a u se  i t is  a  c o m p o s ite  o f  

m a tte r  a n d  fo rm ; h e n c e  i t h a s  a  m a tte r  p r io r  to  i t .

A g a in  i t sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t  b o th  p r im e  m a tte r  a n d  fo rm  

n e ith e r  c o m e -to -b e  n o r  p a s s -a w a y  b e c a u se  a ll c o m in g - to -b e  is  f ro m  

so m e th in g  to  so m e th in g . N o w  th a t  f ro m  w h ic h  th e  c o m in g - to -b e  is  



f ro m  is  th e  m a tte r; a n d  th a t  to  w h ic h  th e  c o m in g - to -b e  is  to  is  th e  

fo rm . T h e re fo re , if  th e  m a tte r  o r  th e  fo rm  a lso  c o m e -to -b e ,  th e re  

w o u ld  b e  a  m a tte r  o f  th e  m a tte r  a n d  a  fo rm  o f  th e  fo rm  a d  

in f in itu m . H e n c e , s tr ic tly  sp e a k in g , o n ly  th e  c o m p o s ite  

c o m e s -to -b e .

A g a in  i t sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t  p r im e  m a tte r  is  sa id  to  b e  

n u m e ric a lly  o n e  in  a ll th in g s . B u t " n u m e ric a lly  o n e "  c a n  b e  sa id  in  

tw o  w a y s : f irs t  o f  a ll , o f  th a t  w h ic h  h a s  a  o n e  d e te rm in e d  fo rm  in  

n u m b e r  a s , fo r  e x a m p le , S o c ra te s . N o w  p r im e  m a tte r  is  n o t sa id  to  

b e  n u m e ric a lly  o n e  in  th is  w a y  s in c e , in  i ts e lf , i t d o e s  n o t  h a v e  

a n y  o n e  fo rm . S e c o n d ly , so m e th in g  c a n  a lso  b e  sa id  to  b e  

n u m e ric a lly  o n e  w h ic h  is  w ith o u t  th e  d isp o s itio n s  w h ic h  w o u ld  m a k e  

i t  d if fe r  a c c o rd in g  to  n u m b e r . A n d  i t is  in  th is  w a y  th a t  p r im e  

m a tte r  is  sa id  to  b e  n u m e ric a lly  o n e , b e c a u se  i ts  c o n c e p t in v o lv e s  

th e  la c k  o f  a ll o f  th e  d isp o s itio n s  w h ic h  a c c o u n t  fo r  

d if fe re n tia tio n  in  n u m b e r .

A n d  f in a lly  i t sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t  a lth o u g h  th e  c o n c e p t o f  

p r im e  m a tte r  d o e s  n o t  in c lu d e  a n y  fo rm  o r  p r iv a tio n ,  ju s t  a s  in  th e  

c o n c e p t o f  b ro n ze  th e re  is  in c lu d e d  n e ith e r  a  sh a p e  n o r  th e  la c k  o f  

a  sh a p e , n e v e r th e le s s  p r im e  m a tte r  is  n e v e r  w ith o u t so m e  fo rm  a n d  

p r iv a tio n . F o r  so m e tim e s  i t  is  u n d e r  o n e  fo rm  a n d  so m e tim e s  u n d e r  

a n o th e r  fo rm . B u t p r im e  m a tte r  c a n n o t e x is t b y  i ts e lf  a lo n e ,  

b e c a u se  b y  i ts  v e ry  d e f in itio n  i t d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a n y  fo rm , a n d  so  

d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a n y  a c tu a l e x is te n c e , s in c e b e in g  in  a c t is  o n ly  

th ro u g h  th e  fo rm . B u t  p r im e  m a tte r  is  o n ly  in  p o te n c y . A n d , 

th e re fo re , a n y th in g  w h a tso e v e r  th a t  e x is ts  in  a c t c a n n o t b e  c a lle d  

p r im e  m a tte r .

F ro m  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  sa id  i t  is  e v id e n t  th a t  th e re  a re  th re e  

p r in c ip le s  o f  n a tu re , n a m e ly , m a tte r , fo rm , a n d  p r iv a tio n . B u t  

th e se  th re e  a re  n o t  su ff ic ie n t to  e x p la in  c o m in g -to -b e . F o r  

w h a te v e r  is  in  p o te n c y  c a n n o t  re d u c e  i ts e lf  to  a c t: fo r  e x a m p le ,  

th e  b ro n z e  w h ic h  is  a  s ta tu e  in  p o te n c y  d o e s  n o t  m a k e  i ts e lf  a  

s ta tu e , b u t  re q u ire s  a n  a g e n t  w h ic h  d ra w s  o u t  f ro m  p o te n c y  to  a c t  

th e  fo rm  o f  th e  s ta tu e . N e ith e r  c a n  th e  fo rm  d ra w  i ts e lf  in to  a c t  

f ro m  p o te n c y . A n d  h e re  I  a m  sp e a k in g  o f  th e  fo rm  g e n e ra te d  w h ic h  w e  

c a ll th e  te rm  o f  g e n e ra tio n . F o r  th e  fo rm  d o e s  n o t e x is t  u n le s s  i t  

e x is ts  in  fa c t: th e  a g e n t, h o w e v e r , e x is ts  in  b e c o m in g , th a t  is , 

w h ile  th e  th in g  is  c o m in g - to -b e . B e s id e s  th e  m a tte r  a n d  th e  fo rm , 

th e re fo re ,  th e re  m u s t e x is t so m e  o th e r  p r in c ip le  w h ic h  a c ts , a n d  

th is  is  c a lle d  th e  e ffic ie n t  c a u se  o r , th e  m o v in g  c a u se , o r  th e  

a g e n t, o r  th e  p r in c ip le  f ro m  w h e n c e  th e  m o v e m e n t  e x is ts .

A n d  b e c a u se , a s  A ris to tle  p o in ts  o u t  in  B k . I I  o f  th e  

M e ta p h y s ic s , e v e ry th in g  w h ic h  a c ts , a c ts  o n ly  w h e n  in te n d in g  

so m e th in g , a  fo u r th  p r in c ip le  m u s t a lso  b e  p o s ite d — n a m e ly , th a t 

w h ic h  is  in te n d e d  b y  th e  a g e n t, a n d  th is  is  c a lle d  th e  e n d . A n d  i t  

sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t  a lth o u g h  e v e ry  a g e n t  w h e th e r  n a tu ra l o r  



v o lu n ta ry  in te n d s  a n  e n d , n e v e r th e le s s  i t  d o e s  n o t  fo llo w  th a t  

e v e ry  a g e n t  k n o w s  th e  e n d  o r  d e lib e ra te s  a b o u t  th e  e n d . F o r  to  k n o w  

th e  e n d  is  n e c e s sa ry  o n ly  in  th o se  th in g s  w h o se  a c tio n s  a re  n o t  

d e te rm in e d  b u t  w h ic h  c a n  m o v e  to w a rd s  o p p o s ite s , a s  is  th e  c a se  

w ith  v o lu n ta ry  a g e n ts ; fo r  th e se  (v o lu n ta ry  a g e n ts )  i t is  n e c e s sa ry  

th a t  th e y  k n o w  th e  e n d  th ro u g h  w h ic h  th e y  d e te rm in e  th e ir  a c tio n s .  

In  n a tu ra l a g e n ts , h o w e v e r , th e ir  a c tio n s  a re  d e te rm in e d , h e n c e  i t  

is  n o t  n e c e s sa ry  to  c h o o se  th o se  th in g s  (m e a n s )  w h ic h  a re  fo r  th e  

e n d . W e  m a y  u se  th e  e x a m p le  g iv e n  b y  A v ic e n n a  o f  th e  c ith a ra  (a  

m u s ic a l in s tru m e n t  re se m b lin g  a  ly re ) p la y e r  w h o  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  to  

d e lib e ra te  a b o u t e a c h  n o te  o f  a  c h o rd  s in c e  th e  n o te s  a re  

d e te rm in e d  w ith in  i t , fo r  sh o u ld  so m e o n e  d e lib e ra te , th e re  w o u ld  b e  

a  d e la y  b e tw e e n  th e  n o te s  w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  d isc o rd a n t. A ll o f  th is  

c a n  b e  se e n  m o re  c le a rly  w ith  re sp e c t  to  v o lu n ta ry  a g e n ts  w h o  

d e lib e ra te  th a n  w ith  n a tu ra l a g e n ts — a n d , a c c o rd in g ly , i t is  

e v id e n t a fo r tio r i  th a t  if  th e  v o lu n ta ry  a g e n t w h o se  d e lib e ra tio n  

is  m o re  e v id e n t, d o e s  n o t  a lw a y s  d e lib e ra te , th e n  c e r ta in ly  n e ith e r  

d o e s  th e  n a tu ra l a g e n t. I t  is  th e re fo re  p o ss ib le  fo r  a  n a tu ra l  

a g e n t to  in te n d  a n  e n d  w ith o u t d e lib e ra tio n  a n d  th is  in te n d in g  is  

n o th in g  o th e r  th a n  h a v in g  a  n a tu ra l  in c lin a tio n  to w a rd s  so m e th in g .

F ro m  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  sa id  i t is  e v id e n t  th a t  th e re  a re  fo u r  

c a u se s , n a m e ly , th e  m a te r ia l, th e  e ff ic ie n t, th e  fo rm a l, a n d  th e  

f in a l. N o w  a lth o u g h  p r in c ip le  a n d  c a u se  a re  sp o k e n  o f  in  a  

q u a s i-c o n v e r tib le  w a y , a s  is  sa id  in  B k . V  o f  th e M e ta p h y s ic s ,  

n e v e r th e le s s , in  th e P h y s ic s , A ris to tle  se ts  d o w n  fo u r  c a u se s  a n d  

th re e  p r in c ip le s . F u rth e rm o re ,  h e  a c c e p ts  a s  c a u se s  ju s t a s  m u c h  

e x tr in s ic  a s  in tr in s ic  o n e s . M a tte r a n d  fo rm  a re  c a lle d  in tr in s ic  

c a u se s  o f  th e  th in g  d u e  to  th e  fa c t th a t  th e y  a re  th e  c o n s titu tiv e  

p a r ts  o f  th e  th in g . T h e  e ff ic ie n t a n d  th e  f in a l c a u se s  a re  c a lle d  

e x tr in s ic  c a u se s  b e c a u se  th e y  a re  o u ts id e  o f  th e  th in g . B u t h e  

a c c e p ts  o n ly  th e  in tr in s ic  c a u se s  a s  p r in c ip le s . M o re o v e r,  

p r iv a tio n  is  n o t  n a m e d  a m o n g  th e  c a u se s  b e c a u se  i t is  a n  a c c id e n ta l  

p r in c ip le , a s  w a s  sa id  e a r lie r . A n d  w h e n  w e  sp e a k  o f  th e  fo u r  

c a u se s , w e  m e a n  th e  e s se n tia l c a u se s  to  w h ic h , h o w e v e r , a c c id e n ta l  

c a u se s  a re  re d u c e d  b e c a u se  e v e ry th in g  w h ic h  is  a c c id e n ta l is  

re d u c e d  to  th a t  w h ic h  is  e s se n tia l .

B u t a lth o u g h  A ris to tle  c o n s id e rs  p r in c ip le s  a s  in tr in s ic  

c a u se s  in  B k . I  o f  th e P h y s ic s , n e v e r th e le s s , a s  h e  sa y s  in  B k . X I  

o f  th e M e ta p h y s ic s ( th is  is  to d a y  B k . X II , 1 1  7 0 b 2 2 -3 0 ) , 

" p r in c ip le "  is  p ro p e r ly  sa id  o f  e x tr in s ic  c a u se s  a n d  " e le m e n ts "  o f  

th o se  c a u se s  w h ic h  a re  th e  p a r ts  o f  th e  th in g , th a t  is , o f  th e  

in s tr in s ic  c a u se s . H o w e v e r " c a u se "  is  u se d  w ith  re sp e c t to  b o th ,  

a lth o u g h  so m e tim e s  o n e  te rm  is  u se d  fo r  th e  o th e r ; fo r  e v e ry  c a u se  

c a n  b e  c a lled  a  p r in c ip le  a n d  e v e ry  p r in c ip le , a  c a u se . B u t, th e  

n o tio n  o f  c a u se  se e m s  to  a d d  so m e th in g  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  w h a t  is  

c o m m o n ly  c a lle d  p r in c ip le , b e c a u se  th a t  w h ic h  is  f irs t , w h e th e r  o r  



n o t  so m e th in g  p o s te r io r  fo llo w s  f ro m  i t , c a n  b e  c a lle d  a  p r in c ip le , 

ju s t  a s  th e  a r tis a n  is  c a lled  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  k n ife  b e c a u se  a  

k n ife  c o m e s  in to  b e in g  a s  a  re su lt  o f  h is  a c tiv ity : b u t  w h e n  

so m e th in g  is  m o v e d  f ro m  b la c k n e s s  to  w h ite n e s s , b la c k n e ss  is  c a lle d  

th e  p r in c ip le  o f  th a t  m o v e m e n t  (a n d  u n iv e rsa lly , e v e ry th in g  f ro m  

w h ic h  a  m o v e m e n t b e g in s  is  c a lle d  a  p r in c ip le ), n e v e r th e le s s ,  

b la c k n e ss  is  n o t  th a t  f ro m  w h ic h  th e  b e in g  o f  w h ite n e s s  fo llo w s .  

B u t " c a u se "  is  sa id  o n ly  o f  th a t  th in g  w h ic h  is  f irs t  f ro m  w h ic h  a  

p o s te r io r  th in g  fo llo w s  in  b e in g  ( th a t is , w ith  re a l d e p e n d e n c e ). 

H e n c e , a  c a u se  is  th a t  f ro m  th e  b e in g  o f  w h ic h  a n o th e r  b e in g  

fo llo w s . A c c o rd in g ly ,  th a t  w h ic h  is  f irs t  f ro m  w h ic h  th e  m o v e m e n t 

b e g in s  c a n n o t b e  c a lle d  a  c a u se  e s se n tia lly  (p e r  se ) e v e n  if  i t  is  

c a lled  a  p r in c ip le . T h is  is  th e  re a so n  p r iv a tio n  is  p la c e d  a m o n g  

th e  p r in c ip le s  b u t  n o t  a m o n g  th e  c a u se s , b e c a u se  p r iv a tio n  is  th a t  

f ro m  w h ic h  th e  c o m in g -to -b e  b e g in s . B u t  p r iv a tio n  c a n  a lso  b e  

c a lled  a  c a u se  p e r  a c c id e n s , in  so  fa r  a s  i t c o in c id e s  w ith  th e  

m a tte r , a s  w a s  e x p la in e d  e a rlie r.

M o re o v e r, th e  te rm  " e le m e n t"  is  u se d  p ro p e r ly  o n ly  o f  th e  

c a u se s  f ro m  w h ic h  th e  c o m p o sitio n  o f  th e  th in g  re su lts— w h ic h , 

p ro p e r ly  sp e a k in g , a re  m a te ria l c a u se s . A n d  a g a in , n o t  f ro m  ju s t  

a n y  m a te ria l c a u se  w h a tso e v e r b u t  f ro m  th a t  f ro m  w h ic h  re su lts  th e  

p r im a ry  c o m p o sitio n  o f  th e  th in g ; fo r  e x a m p le , w e  d o  n o t sa y  th a t  

th e  l im b s  a re  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  m a n  b e c a u se  th e  l im b s  a re  

th e m se lv e s  c o m p o se d  o f  o th e r  th in g s . B u t  w e  d o  c a ll e a r th  a n d  w a te r  

e le m e n ts  b e c a u se  th e se  a re  n o t  c o m p o se d  o f  o th e r  b o d ie s — b u t  f ro m  

th e se  e le m e n ts  re su lts  th e  p r im a ry  c o m p o s itio n  o f  n a tu ra l  b o d ie s . 

T h u s  A ris to tle  in  B k . V  o f  th e M e ta p h y s ic s  sa y s  th a t " a n  e le m en t  

is  th a t  f ro m  w h ic h  a  th in g  is  p r im a rily  c o m p o se d , a n d  is  in  th e  

th in g , a n d  is  n o t  d iv id e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  fo rm " . T h e  e x p la n a tio n  

o f  th e  f irs t  p a r t  o f  th is  d e f in itio n  n a m e ly , " th a t f ro m  w h ic h  a  

th in g  is  p r im a r ily  c o m p o se d " , is  a lre a d y  c le a r  f ro m  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  

sa id  a b o v e . T h e  se c o n d  p a r t, n a m e ly , " a n d  is  in  th e  th in g " , is  

p la c e d  in  th e  d e f in itio n  in  o rd e r  to  d if fe re n tia te  ( th e  e le m e n t  

f ro m )  th a t o th e r  m a tte r  (p r im e  m a tte r )  w h ic h  to ta lly  p a s se s -a w a y  

th ro u g h  c o m in g - to -b e : fo r  e x a m p le , th e  b re ad  is  th e  m a tte r  o f  

b lo o d , b u t  b lo o d  o n ly  c o m e s - to -b e  if  th e  b re a d  p a s se s -a w a y ; h e n c e  

th e  b re a d  d o e s  n o t  re m a in  in  th e  b lo o d  a n d  so  th e  b re a d  c a n n o t  b e  

c a lle d  a n  e le m e n t o f  b lo o d . B u t  fo r  i t  to  b e  a n  e le m e n t  i t  m u s t  

re m a in  in  so m e  w a y , s in c e  i t  d o e s  n o t  e n tire ly  p a s s -a w a y , a s  is  

sa id  in  th e  tre a tise O n  G e n e ra tio n . T h e  th ird  p a r t o f  th e  

d e f in itio n ,  n a m e ly , " a n d  is  n o t  d iv id e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  fo rm "  is  

p la c e d  in  th e  d e f in itio n  to  d if fe re n tia te  th e  e le m e n t  f ro m  th o se  

th in g s  w h ic h  h a v e  d iv e rse  p a r ts  in  fo rm , th a t  is , in  sp e c ie s ; fo r  

e x a m p le , th e  h a n d , w h o se  p a r ts  a re  f le sh  a n d  b o n e , b u t  w h ic h  d if fe r  

a c c o rd in g  to  sp e c ie s ; fo r  e x a m p le , a n y  p a r t  w h a tso e v e r o f  w a te r  is  

w a te r . I t  is  n o t  n e c e s sa ry  to  th e  b e in g  o f  th e  e le m e n t to  b e  n o t  



d iv id e d  a c c o rd in g  to  q u a n tity , i t  is  su ffic ie n t  if  i t  b e  n o t  

d iv id e d  a c c o rd in g  to  sp e c ie s . I f  so m e th in g  is  a lso  n o t  d iv id e d  in  

a n y  w a y , i t  is  c a lled  a n  e le m e n t, a s  le tte rs  a re  sa id  to  b e  th e  

e le m e n ts  o f  w o rd s . A c c o rd in g ly ,  i t is  e v id e n t  f ro m  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  

sa id  th a t " p r in c ip le "  in  so m e  w a y  in  w h ic h  i t is  u se d  im p lie s  m o re  

th a n  " c a u se " , a n d  " c a u se " , m o re  th a n  " e le m e n t" - -a n d  th is  is  w h a t  

th e  C o m m e n ta to r  (A v e rro e s) sa y s  in  h is  c o m m e n ta ry  o n  B k . V  o f  th e  

M e ta p h y s ic s .

H a v in g  se e n  th a t  th e re  a re  fo u r  g e n e ra  o f  c a u se s , i t sh o u ld  b e  

n o te d  th a t  i t  is  n o t  im p o ss ib le  fo r  a  sa m e  th in g  to  h a v e  se v e ra l  

c a u se s , su c h  a s  th e  s ta tu e  w h o se  c a u se  is  b ro n z e  a n d  th e  a r tisa n , 

b u t  th e  a r tis a n  a s  th e  e ff ic ie n t c a u se , b ro n ze  a s  th e  m a te r ia l 

c a u se . N o r  is  i t  im p o ss ib le  th a t  a  sa m e  th in g  b e  th e  c a u se  o f  

c o n tra rie s ,  ju s t  a s  th e  h e lm sm a n  is  th e  c a u se  o f  th e  sa fe ty  o f  th e  

sh ip  a n d  o f  i ts  s in k in g ; b u t  o f  th e  la tte r  b y  h is  a b se n c e , a n d  o f  

th e  fo rm e r  b y  h is  p re se n c e .

I t sh o u ld  a lso  b e  n o te d  th a t  i t  is  p o ss ib le  th a t  a  sa m e  th in g  

b e  c a u se  a n d  c a u se d  w ith  re sp e c t  to  th e  sa m e  th in g  b u t  in  d if fe ren t 

w a y s : fo r  e x a m p le , w a lk in g  is  th e  c a u se  o f  h e a lth  in  th e  w a y  o f  

e ffic ie n t c a u sa lity , b u t  h e a lth  is  th e  c a u se  o f  w a lk in g  in  th e  w a y  

o f  f in a l c a u sa lity , fo r  so m e tim e s  w a lk in g  is  d o n e  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  

h e a lth . A n o th e r  e x a m p le  is  th a t  th e  b o d y  is  th e  m a tte r  o f  th e  so u l, 

w h ile  th e  so u l is  th e  fo rm  o f  th e  b o d y . T h e  e ffic ie n t  c a u se  is  

c a lle d  a  c a u se  w ith  re sp e c t to  th e  e n d , fo r  th e  e n d  c a n  o n ly  e x is t 

in  a c t  th ro u g h  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  a g e n t: b u t  th e  e n d  is  c a lle d  

th e  c a u se  o f  th e  e ff ic ie n t c a u se , fo r  th e  e ff ic ie n t c a u se  o p e ra te s  

o n ly  th ro u g h  th e  in te n tio n  o f  th e  e n d . H e n c e  th e  e ff ic ie n t c a u se  is  

c a u se  o f  th a t  w h ic h  is  th e  e n d , a s , fo r  e x a m p le , w a lk in g  fo r  th e  

sa k e  o f  h e a lth ; n e v e r th e le s s  th e  e ffic ien t  c a u se  d o e s  n o t  m a k e  th e  

e n d , th a t  is , i t d o e s  n o t  m a k e  th e  e n d  to  b e  a  f in a l c a u se . A  

d o c to r , fo r  e x a m p le , m a k e s  h e a lth  to  b e  in  a c t, n e v e r th e le s s , h e  

d o e s  n o t  m a k e  h e a lth  b e  a n  e n d . T h e  e n d , h o w e v e r , is  n o t  th e  c a u se  

o f  th a t  w h ic h  is  th e  e ffic ien t  c a u se , b u t  i t  is  th e  c a u se  th a t  a n  

e ff ic ie n t c a u se  b e  a n  e ffic ien t  c a u se . F o r  h e a lth  d o e s  n o t  m a k e  th e  

d o c to r  to  b e  a  d o c to r  (a n d  I  a m  sp e a k in g  o f  th e  h e a lth  re su ltin g  

f ro m  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  d o c to r)  b u t  i t d o e s  m a k e  th e  d o c to r  b e  a n  

e ff ic ie n t c a u se . S im ila rly  th e  e n d  m a k e s  th e  m a tte r  b e  th e  m a te r ia l 

c a u se  a n d  th e  fo rm  b e  th e  fo rm a l c a u se , s in c e  th e  m a tte r  re c e iv e s  

th e  fo rm  o n ly  fo r  a n  e n d , a n d  th e  fo rm  p e rfe c ts  th e  m a tte r  o n ly  fo r  

a n d  e n d . H e n c e  th e  e n d  is  c a lle d  th e  c a u se  o f  c a u se s  b e c a u se  i t is  

th e  c a u se  o f  th e  c a u sa lity  in  a ll c a u se s . A lso  m a tte r  is  c a lle d  th e  

c a u se  o f  th e  fo rm  in  so  fa r  a s  th e  fo rm  e x is ts  o n ly  in  m a tte r ; a n d  

s im ila r ly  th e  fo rm  is  th e  c a u se  o f  th e  m a tte r , in  so  fa r  a s  m a tte r  

h a s  b e in g  in  a c t o n ly  th ro u g h  th e  fo rm . F o r  m a tte r  a n d  fo rm  a re  

sa id  to  b e  m u tu a lly  re la te d  a s  is  sa id  in  B k . I I o f  th e P h y s ic s . 

F o r  th e y  a re  sa id  in  re la tio n  to  th e  c o m p o s ite , a s  a re  p a r ts  in  



re la tio n  to  th e  w h o le , a n d  th e  s im p le  in  re la tio n  to  th e  c o m p o s ite .

B u t  b e c a u se  e v e ry  c a u se , in  so  fa r  a s  i t  is  a  c a u se , is  

n a tu ra lly  p r io r  to  w h a t  is  c a u se d , i t sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t " p r io r"  

is  sa id  in  tw o  w a y s , a s  A ris to tle  sa y s  in  B k . X V I  o f O n A n im a ls  

(c .f . O n  th e  G e n e ra tio n  o f  A n im a ls I I , 6 , 7 4 2 a 2 1 ) . T h ro u g h  th is  

d iv e rs ity , so m e th in g  c a n  b e  c a lled  b o th  p r io r  a n d  p o s te r io r  a n d  

c a u se  a n d  c a u se d  w ith  re sp e c t  to  th e  sa m e  th in g . F o r  so m e th in g  is  

c a lle d  p r io r  to  a n o th e r  in  g e n e ra tio n  a n d  t im e  o r  p r io r  in  

su b s ta n c e  a n d  c o m p le te n e s s . T h e re fo re , s in c e  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  

n a tu re  is  f ro m  th e  im p e rfe c t to  th e  p e rfe c t a n d  f ro m  th e  in c o m p le te  

to  th e  c o m p le te , th e  im p e rfe c t is  p r io r  to  th e  p e rfe c t a c c o rd in g  to  

g e n e ra tio n  a n d  t im e , b u t  th e  p e rfe c t  is  p r io r  to  th e  im p e rfe c t 

a c c o rd in g  to  su b s ta n c e : fo r  e x a m p le , i t  c a n  b e  sa id  th a t  th e  m a n  is  

p r io r  to  th e  b o y  in  su b s ta n c e  a n d  c o m p le te n e s s , b u t  th e  b o y  is  

p r io r  to  th e  m a n  in  g e n e ra tio n  a n d  t im e . B u t, a lth o u g h  in  th in g s  

c a p a b le  o f  c o m in g -to -b e , th e  im p e rfe c t is  p r io r  to  th e  p e rfe c t  a n d  

p o te n c y  is  p r io r  to  a c t— c o n s id e r in g  th a t  in  a n y  su b je c t  th a t  w h a t 

is  p r io r  is  im p e rfe c t ra th e r  th a n  p e rfe c t  a n d  in  p o te n c y  ra th e r  

th a n  in  a c t— n e v e r th e le s s , a b so lu te ly  sp e a k in g , i t  is  n e c e s sa ry  

th a t  w h a t  is  in  a c t  a n d  p e rfe c t  b e  p r io r ; b e c a u se  w h a t  re d u c e s  

p o te n c y  to  a c t is  in  a c t  a n d  w h a t  p e rfe c ts  th e  im p e rfe c t  is  

p e rfe c t. T h e  m a tte r  is  p r io r  to  th e  fo rm  in  g e n e ra tio n  a n d  t im e , 

fo r  th a t  to  w h ic h  so m e th in g  c o m e s  is  p r io r  to  th a t  w h ic h  c o m e s  to  

i t . B u t  th e  fo rm  is  p r io r  to  th e  m a tte r  in  su b s ta n c e  a n d  c o m p le te  

b e in g  b e c a u se  th e  m a tte r  h a s  c o m p le te  b e in g  o n ly  th ro u g h  th e  fo rm .  

S im ila rly  th e  e ff ic ie n t c a u se  is  p r io r  to  th e  e n d  in  g e n e ra tio n  a n d  

t im e , s in c e  th e  m o v e m e n t  to w a rd s  th e  e n d  is  b ro u g h t  a b o u t  b y  th e  

e ffic ie n t  c a u se ; b u t  th e  e n d  is  p r io r  to  th e  e ff ic ie n t c a u se , in  so  

fa r  a s  i t is  e ff ic ie n t c a u se , in  su b s ta n c e  a n d  c o m p le te n e s s , s in c e  

th e  a c tio n  o f  th e  e ff ic ie n t c a u se  b r in g s  a b o u t c o m p le te n e s s o n ly  

th ro u g h  th e  e n d . A c c o rd in g ly ,  th e se  tw o  c a u se s , th e  m a te ria l a n d  

th e  e ff ic ie n t a re  p r io r  b y  w a y  o f  g e n e ra tio n ;  b u t  th e  fo rm  a n d  th e  

e n d  a re  p r io r  b y  w a y  o f  p e rfe c tio n .

A n d  i t sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t  th e re  a re  tw o  k in d s  o f  n e c e s s ity ,  

n a m e ly , a b so lu te  n e c e s s ity  a n d  c o n d itio n a l n e c e s s ity . T h a t  

n e c e s s ity  is  a b so lu te  w h ic h  p ro c e e d s  f ro m  p r io r  c a u se s  in  th e  o rd e r  

o f  g e n e ra tio n , a n d  th e se  a re  th e  m a te r ia l a n d  th e  e ff ic ie n t c a u se s ;  

fo r  e x a m p le  th e  n e c e s s ity  o f  d e a th  w h ic h  c o m e s  a b o u t f ro m  m a tte r , 

n a m e ly  f ro m  th e  d isp o s itio n  o f  c o n tra ry  c o m p o n e n ts — a n d  i t is  

c a lle d  a b so lu te  b e c a u se  th e re  is  n o  im p e d im e n t  to  i t . T h is  

n e c e s s ity  is  a lso  c a lled  th e  n e c e s s ity  o f  m a tte r . O n  th e  o th e r  

h a n d , c o n d itio n a l n e c e s s ity  p ro c e e d s  f ro m  c a u se s  w h ic h  a re  

p o s te r io r  in  g e n e ra tio n , n a m e ly , f ro m  th e  fo rm  a n d  th e  e n d ; fo r  

e x a m p le , w e  sa y  th a t  i t  is  n e c e s sa ry  th a t  th e re  b e  c o n c e p tio n  if  a  

m a n  is  to  b e  g e n e ra te d . A n d  th is  n e c e s s ity  is  a lso  c a lle d  

c o n d itio n a l, b e c a u se  i t  is  n o t  a b so lu te ly  n e c e s sa ry  th a t  th is  w o m a n  



c o n c e iv e  b u t  o n ly  u n d e r  th is  c o n d itio n , n a m e ly , if  a  m a n  is  to  b e  

g e n e ra te d . A n d  th is  n e c e s s ity  is  c a lled  th e  n e c e s s ity  o f  th e  e n d .

A n d  i t sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t  th re e  o f  th e  c a u se s , n a m e ly , th e  

fo rm , th e  e n d  a n d  th e  e ff ic ie n t c a u se , c a n  c o in c id e  in  o n e  th in g  a s  

is  e v id e n t in  th e  c o m in g -to -b e  o f  f ire . F o r  f ire  b r in g s  f ire  to  b e ,  

th e re fo re  f ire  is  th e  e ff ic ie n t c a u se  in  so  fa r  a s  i t  b r in g s  to  b e ;  

a n d  a g a in , f ire  is  th e  fo rm  in  so  fa r  a s  i t m a k e s  to  b e  in  a c t  w h a t  

b e fo re  w a s  in  p o te n c y ; a n d  a g a in  i t  is  th e  e n d  in  so  fa r  a s  i t  is  

th e  in te n tio n  o f  th e  a g e n t a n d  in  so  fa r  a s  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  

a g e n t is  te rm in a te d  in  i t . B u t  th e re  a re  tw o  k in d s  o f  e n d s , n a m e ly ,  

th e  e n d  o f  th e  g e n e ra tio n  a n d  th e  e n d  o f  th e  th in g  g e n e ra te d , su c h  

a s  is  e v id e n t  in  th e  g e n e ra tio n  o f  a  k n ife : fo r  th e  fo rm  o f  a  k n ife  

is  th e  e n d  o f  th e  g e n e ra tio n , b u t  c u ttin g , w h ic h  is  th e  o p e ra tio n  

o f  th e  k n ife , is  th e  e n d  o f  th e  th in g  g e n e ra te d ,  th a t  is , th e  

k n ife . H o w e v e r , so m e tim e s  th e  e n d  o f  th e  g e n e ra tio n  c o in c id e s  w ith  

th e  o th e r  tw o  a b o v e -m e n tio n e d  c a u se s  ( th e  fo rm  a n d  th e  e ff ic ie n t  

c a u se ) , n a m e ly , w h e n  th e  g e n e ra tio n  is  o f  w h a t  is  s im ila r  in  

sp e c ie s ; fo r  e x a m p le , w h e n  a  m a n  g e n e ra te s  a  m a n  o r  a n  o liv e  tre e  

g e n e ra te s  a n  o liv e  tre e  w h ic h  (c o in c id e n c e  o f  fo rm , e ff ic ie n t  

c a u se , a n d  e n d )  c a n n o t b e  u n d e rs to o d  o f  th e  e n d  o f  th e  th in g  

g e n e ra te d . N e v e r th e le s s  i t sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t  th e  e n d  is  

id e n tic a l w ith  th e  fo rm  n u m e ric a lly ,  b e c a u se  i t is  th e  sa m e  

so m e th in g  n u m e ric a lly  w h ic h  is  th e  fo rm  g e n e ra te d  a n d  is  th e  e n d  o f  

g e n e ra tio n . B u t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  g e n e ra tio n  is  n o t  id e n tic a l w ith  th e  

e ffic ie n t  c a u se  in  th e  sa m e  n u m b e r  b u t  in  th e  sa m e  sp e c ie s . F o r  i t  

is  im p o ss ib le  th a t  th e  m a k e r  a n d  th e  th in g  m a d e  b e  n u m e ric a lly  th e  

sa m e , b u t  th e y  c a n  b e  sp e c if ic a lly  th e  sa m e ; fo r  e x a m p le , w h e n  a  

m a n  g e n e ra te s  a  m a n , th e  m a n  g e n e ra tin g  a n d  th e  m a n  g e n e ra te d  a re  

d if fe re n t  b y  n u m b er  b u t  o f  th e  sa m e  sp e c ie s . H o w e v e r , th e  m a tte r  

c a n n o t c o in c id e  w ith th e  o th e r  c a u se s  b e c a u se  th e  m a tte r  b y  th e  

fa c t th a t  i t  is  a  b e in g  in  p o te n c y , h a s  th e  n o tio n  o f  im p e rfe c tio n ;  

b u t  th e  o th e r  c a u se s , s in c e  th e y  a re  in  a c t, in v o lv e  th e  n o tio n  o f  

p e rfe c tio n ; m o re o v e r, th e  p e rfe c t a n d  th e  im p e rfe c t  d o  n o t c o in c id e  

in  th e  sa m e  th in g .

A c c o rd in g ly , h a v in g  se e n  th a t  th e re  a re  fo u r  c a u se s , n a m e ly ,  

th e  e ff ic ie n t, th e  m a te r ia l, th e  fo rm a l, a n d  th e  f in a l i t sh o u ld  b e  

k n o w n  th a t  th e se  sa m e  c a u se s  a re  d iv id e d  in  m a n y  w a y s . T h e re  c a n  b e  

p r io r  c a u se  a n d  p o s te r io r  c a u se , a s  w h e n  w e  sa y  th a t  b o th  th e  a r t  

a n d  th e  d o c to r  a re  th e  c a u se  o f  h e a lth , b u t  th e  a r t  is  th e  p r io r  

c a u se  a n d  th e  d o c to r  th e  p o s te r io r  c a u se . A n d  th e  sa m e  d iv is io n  

h o ld s  fo r  th e  fo rm a l c a u se  a n d  th e  o th e r  c a u se s . A n d  n o tic e  

c a re fu lly  th a t  w e  sh o u ld  a lw a y s  le a d  b a c k  a  q u e s tio n  to  th e  f irs t  

c a u se . F o r  e x a m p le , if  w e  a sk  " w h y  is  th is  m a n  h e a lth y ? "  th e  a n sw e r  

is  " B e c a u se  th e  d o c to r  h e a le d  h im "  A n d  so  w e  sh o u ld  a sk  a g a in , " B y  

w h a t m e a n s  d id  th e  d o c to r  h e a l h im ? " — " T h ro u g h  th e  a c t o f  h e a lin g  

w h ic h  h e  p o sse s se s ."



I t sh o u ld  a lso  b e  n o te d  th a t  p o s te r io r  c a u se  is  a lso  c a lle d  

p ro x im a te  c a u se  a n d  p r io r  c a u se , re m o te  c a u se . H e n c e  th e se  tw o  

d iv is io n s  o f  c a u se s — p r io r  a n d  p o s te r io r, re m o te  a n d  

p ro x im a te — s ig n ify  th e  sa m e  th in g . H o w e v e r , i t sh o u ld  b e  o b se rv e d  

th a t a lw a y s  w h a t is  m o re  u n iv e rsa l  is  c a lle d  re m o te  c a u se , w h a t  is  

m o re  p a r tic u la r  is  c a lle d  p ro x im a te  c a u se . F o r  e x a m p le , w e  sa y  th a t  

th e  p ro x im a te  fo rm  o f  m a n  is  h is  d e f in itio n , n a m e ly , ra tio n a l 

m o rta l a n im a l; b u t  a n im a l is  m o re  re m o te  a n d  su b s ta n c e  a g a in  m o re  

re m o te . A n d  s im ila rly  th e  p ro x im a te  m a tte r  o f  th e  s ta tu e  is  b ro n z e ,  

b u t  th e  re m o te  m a tte r  is  m e ta l a n d  th e  a g a in  m o re  re m o te  is  b o d y .

A g a in , (a c c o rd in g  to  a n o th e r  d iv is io n ) o f  c a u se s , so m e  a re  

e s se n tia l a n d  so m e  a re  a c c id e n ta l. A  c a u se  is  c a lle d  e s se n tia l 

w h ic h  is  th e  c a u se  o f  so m e th in g  in  so  fa r  a s  i t  is  th is  k in d  o f  

th in g — fo r  e x a m p le , th e  b u ild e r  is  th e  c a u se  o f  th e  h o u se  a n d  th e  

w o o d  is  th e  m a tte r  o f  th e  b e n c h . A  c a u se  is  c a lle d  a c c id e n ta l w h ic h  

h a p p e n s  ( to  c o in c id e  w ith )  a n  e s se n tia l c a u se -fo r  e x a m p le , w h e n  w e  

sa y  th a t  th e  g ra m m a ria n ; b u ild s  (a  h o u se ) . F o r  th e  g ra m m a ria n  is  

c a lle d  a  c a u se  o f  th e  b u ild in g  a c c id e n ta lly , fo r  h e  d o e s  so  n o t in  

so  fa r  a s  h e  is  g ra m m a ria n , b u t  in  so  fa r  a s  h e  is  b u ild e r  a n d  i t  

h a p p e n s  th a t  h e  b e  a  g ra m m a ria n . A n d  th e  c a se  is  s im ila r  in  th e  

o th e r  c a u se s .

A g a in , (a c c o rd in g  to  a n o th e r  d iv is io n ) o f  c a u se s , c e r ta in  o n e s  

a re  s im p le , o th e rs  a re  c o m p o s ite . A  c a u se  is  c a lle d  s im p le  w h e n  

w h a t  is  th e  e s se n tia l c a u se  is  a lo n e  c a lle d  c a u se  o r  a lso  w h e n  w h a t  

is  th e  a c c id e n ta l c a u se  is  a lo n e  c a lle d  c a u se — fo r  e x a m p le  if  w e  

sa y  th a t  th e  b u ild e r  is  th e  c a u se  o f  th e  h o u se  a n d , s im ila r ly , if  

w e  sa y  th e  d o c to r  is  th e  c a u se  o f  th e  h o u se . H o w e v e r  a  c a u se  is  

c a lle d  c o m p o s ite  w h e n  b o th  a re  sa id  to  b e  c a u se s — fo r  e x a m p le , if  

w e  sa y  th e  d o c to r-b u ild e r  is  th e  c a u se  o f  th e  h o u se . A  c a u se  c a n  

a lso  b e  c a lle d  s im p le  in  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  A v ic e n n a  e x p la in s  i t : 

th a t  w h ic h  c a u se s  w ith o u t  b e in g  u n ited  to  a n o th e r, a s  th e  b ro n z e  o f  

s ta tu e — fo r  th e  s ta tu e  is  o f  b ro n ze  w ith o u t th e  a d d itio n  o f  a n y  

o th e r  m a tte r— a n d  ju s t  a s  i t  is  sa id  th a t  th e  d o c to r  p ro d u c e s  

h e a lth  o r  th a t  f ire  p ro d u c es  h e a t. H o w e v e r  h e  c a lls  a  c a u se  

c o m p o s ite  w h e n  m a n y  th in g s  m u s t c o m e  to g e th e r  in  th a t  w h ic h  is  a  

c a u se ,  ju s t  a s  o n e  m a n  is  n o t  th e  c a u se  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t o f  th e  sh ip  

b u t  m a n y  a n d  a s  o n e  s to n e  is  n o t  th e  m a tte r  o f  th e  h o u se , b u t  m a n y .

A g a in , (a c c o rd in g  to  a n o th e r  d iv is io n ) o f  c a u se s , so m e  a re  

a c tu a l a n d  o th e rs  a re  p o te n tia l . A n  a c tu a l c a u se  is  o n e  w h ic h  

a c tu a lly  c a u se s  a  th in g , a s  th e  b u ild e r  w h e n  h e  is  b u ild in g , o r  th e  

b ro n z e  w h e n  a  s ta tu e  is  m a d e  o f  i t . A  p o te n tia l c a u se  is  o n e  w h ic h , 

a lth o u g h  i t is  n o t  c a u s in g  th e  th in g  in  a c t, n e v e r th e le s s c a n  c a u se  

i t , a s  th e  b u ild e r  w h ile  h e  is  n o t  b u ild in g . A n d  i t sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  

th a t  in  sp e a k in g  o f  a c tu a l c a u se s  i t is  n e c e s sa ry  th a t  th e  c a u se  

a n d  th e  c a u se d  e x is t s im u ltan e o u s ly , su c h  th a t  if  o n e  is , th e  o th e r  

m u s t a lso  b e . F o r  if  a  b u ild e r  b e  in  a c t, i t  is  n e c e s sa ry  th a t  h e  



b u ild . A n d  if  th e re  is  b u ild in g  in  a c t, th e re  m u s t  b e  a  b u ild e r  in  

a c t. B u t  th is  is  n o t  n e c e s sa ry  in  c a u se s  w h ic h  a re  o n ly  p o te n tia l. 

A n d  i t sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  m o re o v e r  th a t  a  u n iv e rsa l c a u se  is  re la te d  

to  a  u n iv e rsa l e ffe c t, w h ile  a  s in g u la r  c a u se  is  re la te d  to  a  

s in g u la r  e ffe c t,  ju s t  a s  w e  sa y  th a t  b u ild e r  is  th e  c a u se  o f  h o u se  

a n d  th is  b u ild e r  is  th e  c a u se  o f  th is  h o u se .

I t sh o u ld  a lso  b e  n o te d  th a t  in  sp e a k in g  o f  th e  in tr in s ic  

p r in c ip le , n a m e ly , m a tte r  a n d  fo rm , th e re  is  a n  a g re e m e n t  a n d  

d if fe re n c e  o f  p r in c ip le s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  a g re e m e n t  a n d  d if fe re n c e  

o f  w h a t  re su lts  f ro m  th e  p r in c ip le s . F o r  c e r ta in  th in g s  a re  

n u m e ric a lly  th e  sa m e , su c h  a s  S o c ra te s  a n d  th is  m a n  ( in  p o in tin g  a t  

S o c ra te s ). O th e r  th in g s  a re  n u m e ric a lly  d iv e rse  b u t  th e  sa m e  in  

sp e c ie s , su c h  a s  S o c ra te s  a n d  P la to , w h o  a lth o u g h  th e y  a g re e  a s  m e n  

(h u m a n  sp e c ie s )  n e v e r th e le s s , d if fe r  b y  n u m b e r . A lso  c e r ta in  th in g s  

d if fe r  a c c o rd in g  to  sp e c ie s  b u t  w e  a re  th e  sa m e  a c c o rd in g  to  g e n u s ; 

fo r  e x a m p le , m a n  a n d  a s s  a re  b o th  in  th e  g e n u s  a n im a l. A g a in  

c e r ta in  th in g s  a re  d iv e rse  in  g e n u s  b u t  a re  th e  sa m e  o n ly  a c c o rd in g  

to  a n a lo g y ; su c h  a s  su b s ta n c e  a n d  q u a n tity , w h ic h  d o  n o t  a g re e  in  

a n y  g e n u s  b u t  w h ic h  a re  b ro u g h t  to g e th e r  o n ly  a c c o rd in g  to  a n a lo g y . 

F o r  th e y  a re  fo u n d  to g e th e r  o n ly  in  th a t  w h ic h  is  b e in g ; b e in g ,  

h o w e v e r  is  n o t  a  g e n u s , s in c e  i t  is  n o t p re d ic a te d  u n iv o c a lly ,  b u t  

a n a lo g o u s ly .

In  o rd e r  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th is , h o w e v e r , i t sh o u ld  b e  k n o w n  th a t  

so m e th in g  is  p re d ic a te d  o f  m a n y  in  th re e  w a y s : u n iv o c a lly ,  

e q u iv o c a lly  a n d  a n a lo g o u s ly . A  u n iv o c a l p re d ic a tio n  o c c u rs  w h e n  o n e  

th in g  is  p re d ic a te d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  sa m e  n a m e  a n d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  

sa m e  n a tu re , th a t  is , th e  sa m e  d e f in itio n , a s  " a n im a l"  is  

p re d ic a te d  o f  " m a n "  a n d  " a s s " . F o r  b o th  o f  th e se  a re  c a lle d  

" a n im a l"  a n d  e a c h  o f  th e m  is  a  l iv in g  su b s ta n c e  c a p a b le  o f  

se n sa tio n ,  w h ic h  is  th e  d e f in itio n  o f  a n im a l. E q u iv o c a l p re d ic a tio n  

o c c u rs  w h e n  so m e th in g  is  p re d ic a te d  o f  o th e rs  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  sa m e  

n a m e  a n d  a c c o rd in g  to  d if fe re n t  n a tu re s , a s  " d o g "  is  sa id  o f  a  

" b a rk in g  a n im a l" a n d  a  " s te lle r  c o n s te lla tio n " ,  w h ic h  th in g s  a g re e  

o n ly  in  n a m e  a n d  n o t  in  d e f in itio n  o r  s ig n if ic a tio n ; fo r  th a t  w h ic h  

is  s ig n ifie d  b y  th e  n a m e  is  th e  d e f in itio n , a s  is  sa id  in  B k . IV  o f  

th e M e ta p h y s ic s .  A n  a n a lo g ic a l p re d ic a tio n  o c c u rs  w h e n  o n e  th in g  

is  p re d ic a te d  o f  m a n y , w h ic h  a re  o f  d if fe re n t  n a tu re s , b u t  o f  w h ic h  

o n e  so m e  th in g  is  a ttr ib u te d  to  th e m , a s  " h e a lth y "  is  sa id  o f  th e  

" a n im a l  b o d y " , a n d  o f  " u r in e" , a n d  o f  th e  " m e d ic in e "  b u t " h e a lth y "  

d o e s  n o t s ig n ify  e x a c tly  th e  sa m e  th in g  in  a ll o f  th e m . F o r  

" h e a lth y "  is  sa id  o f  " u rin e "  a s  o f  a  s ig n  o f  g o o d  h e a lth , o f  " th e  

b o d y " , a s  o f  i ts  su b je c t, o f  " th e  m e d ic in e " a s  o f  a  c a u se . 

N e v e r th e le s s , a ll o f  th e se  n a tu re s  a re  a ttrib u te d  to  a  o n e  e n d , 

n a m e ly , h e a lth . F o r  so m e tim e s  th o se  th in g s  w h ic h  a re  b ro u g h t  

to g e th e r  a c c o rd in g  to  a n a lo g y , th a t  is  in  p ro p o r tio n , o r  

c o m p a riso n , o r  a g re e m e n t, a re  a ttr ib u te d  to  o n e  e n d , a s  is  e v id e n t  



in  th e  a b o v e  e x a m p le ; so m e tim e s  in  o n e  a g e n t, a s  " d o c to r"  is  sa id  

b o th  o f  o n e  w h o  o p e ra te s  th ro u g h  a r t a n d  o f  o n e  w h o  o p e ra te s  

w ith o u t a r t, su c h  a s  th e  m id w ife — a n d  th e  sa m e  a lso  h o ld s  fo r  

in s tru m e n ts , b u t  th ro u g h  a ttr ib u tio n  to  a  o n e  a g e n t  w h ic h  is  th e  

a r t o f  m e d ic in e . A lso  so m e tim e s  th e  a n a lo g y  is  b a se d  th ro u g h  

a ttr ib u tio n  to  a  o n e  su b je c t  a s  w h e n  " b e in g "  is  sa id  o f  su b s ta n c e  

a n d  o f  q u a n tity  a n d  o f  q u a lity , a n d  o f  th e  o th e r  p re d ic a m e n ts . F o r  

i t  is  n o t  fo r  e x a c tly  th e  sa m e  re a so n  th a t su b s ta n c e  is  sa id  o f  

b e in g , a n d  q u a n tity , a n d  th e  o th e rs — b u t  a ll o f  th e m  a re  c a lle d  

b e in g  b y  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e y  a re  a ttrib u te d  to  su b s ta n c e , w h ic h  is  

th e  su b je c t o f  th e  o th e rs . A n d , th e re fo re , b e in g  is  sa id  p r im a r ily  

o f  su b s ta n c e  a n d  se c o n d a r ily  o f  th e  o th e rs . A c c o rd in g ly , b e in g  is  

n o t  th e  g e n u s  o f  su b s ta n c e  a n d  q u a n tity  b e c a u se  n o  g e n u s  is  

p re d ic a te d  p r im a rily  a n d  se c o n d a r ily  o f  i ts  sp e c ie s . B e in g  is  

p re d ic a te d  a n a lo g o u s ly . A n d  i t  is  in  th is  l ig h t  th a t  w e  sa y  th a t  

su b s ta n c e  a n d  q u a n tity  d if fe r  in  g e n u s , b u t  a re  th e  sa m e  a c c o rd in g  

to  a n a lo g y .

W h e re fo re , o f  th o se  th in g s  w h ic h  a re  n u m e ric a lly  o n e , b o th  th e  

fo rm  a n d  th e  m a tte r  a re  n u m e ric a lly  o n e , a s  in  th e  c a se  o f  T u lliu s  

a n d  o f  C ic e ro . M o re o v e r,  o f  th o se  th in g s  w h ic h  a re  th e  sa m e  

sp e c if ic a lly , b u t  d if fe r  b y  n u m b e r , b o th  th e  m a tte r  a n d  th e  fo rm  

a re  n o t  th e  sa m e  n u m e ric a lly  b u t  sp e c if ic a lly  a s  in  th e  c a se  o f  

S o c ra te s  a n d  o f  P la to . A n d  s im ila r ly , o f  th o se  th in g s  w h ic h  a re  th e  

sa m e  g e n e r ic a lly , th e ir  p r in c ip le s  a re  g e n e r ic a lly  th e  sa m e , a s  in  

th e  c a se  o f  th e  so u l a n d  th e  b o d y  o f  a n  a s s  a n d  o f  a  h o rse  w h ic h  

d if fe r sp e c ific a lly  b u t  a re  th e  sa m e  g e n e ric a lly . A n d  i t  is  a lso  

s im ila r  fo r  th o se  th in g s  w h ic h  a g re e  o n ly  a c c o rd in g  to  a n a lo g y , fo r  

th e ir  p r in c ip le s  a re  s im ila r o n ly  a c c o rd in g  to  a n a lo g y  o r  

p ro p o r tio n . F o r  m a tte r, fo rm , a n d  p r iv a tio n , o r  p o te n c y  a n d  a c t  a re  

p r in c ip le s  o f  su b s ta n c e  a n d  o f  th e  o th e r  g e n e ra . N e v e r th e le s s , th e  

m a tte r  o f  su b s ta n c e  a n d  o f  q u a n tity  (a n d  s im ila rity  w ith  re sp ec t  to  

fo rm  a n d  p r iv a tio n ) d if fe r  g e n e ric a lly ,  b u t  a g re e  o n ly  a c c o rd in g  to  

a  p ro p o r tio n  w h ic h  c o n s is ts  in  th is — ju s t  a s  th e  m a tte r  o f  

su b s ta n c e  is  re la te d  to  su b s ta n c e  in  th e  n a tu re  o f  m a tte r , so  is  

th e  m a tte r  o f  q u a n tity  re la te d  to  q u a n tity . H o w e v e r ,  ju s t  a s  

su b s ta n c e  is  th e  c a u se  o f  a ll th e  o th e r  g e n e ra , so  th e  p r in c ip le s  

o f  su b s ta n c e  a re  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  a ll th e  o th e r  g e n e ra .


