
Athanasius On the  Incarnat ion

De Incarnatione Verbi Dei

W ith  In tro d u c tio n  b y  C . S . L e w is

Athanasius stood contra mundum ("against the world") in 

defense of the biblical doctrine of Christ He opposed Arius 

when it seemed all the world would follow Arius's heresy. 

Athanasius's work remains even today one of the definitive 

statements of Orthodox Trinitarianism.
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Introduction

by C. S. Lewis

T h e re  is  a  s tra n g e  id e a  a b ro a d  th a t  in  e v e ry  su b je c t  th e  a n c ie n t  b o o k s  sh o u ld  b e  

re a d  o n ly  b y  th e  p ro fe s s io n a ls , a n d  th a t  th e  a m a te u r  sh o u ld  c o n te n t  h im se lf  

w ith  th e  m o d e m  b o o k s . T h u s  I  h a v e  fo u n d  a s  a  tu to r  in  E n g lish  L ite ra tu re  th a t  

if  th e  a v e ra g e  s tu d e n t  w a n ts  to  f in d  o u t so m e th in g  a b o u t  P la to n ism , th e  v e ry  

la s t  th in g  h e  th in k s  o f  d o in g  is  to  ta k e  a  tra n s la tio n  o f  P la to  o ff  th e  l ib ra ry  sh e lf  

a n d  re a d  th e  S y m p o s iu m . H e  w o u ld  ra th e r  re a d  so m e  d re a ry  m o d e m  b o o k  te n  

t im e s  a s  lo n g , a ll a b o u t  " ism s"  a n d  in f lu e n c e s  a n d  o n ly  o n c e  in  tw e lv e  p a g e s  

te llin g  h im  w h a t  P la to  a c tu a lly  sa id . T h e  e rro r  is  ra th e r  a n  a m ia b le  o n e , fo r  i t  

sp r in g s  f ro m  h u m ility . T h e  s tu d e n t  is  h a lf  a fra id  to  m e e t  o n e  o f  th e  g re a t  

p h ilo so p h e rs  fa c e  to  fa c e . H e  fe e ls  h im se lf  in a d e q u a te  a n d  th in k s  h e  w ill  n o t  

u n d e rs ta n d  h im . B u t  if  h e  o n ly  k n e w , th e  g re a t  m a n ,  ju s t  b e c a u se  o f  h is  

g re a tn e s s , is  m u c h  m o re  in te llig ib le  th a n  h is  m o d e m  c o m m e n ta to r . T h e  

s im p le s t s tu d e n t  w ill  b e  a b le  to  u n d e rs ta n d , if  n o t  a ll, y e t  a  v e ry  g re a t  d e a l  o f  

w h a t  P la to  sa id ; b u t  h a rd ly  a n y o n e  c a n  u n d e rs ta n d  so m e  m o d e m  b o o k s  o n  

P la to n ism . I t  h a s  a lw a y s  th e re fo re  b e e n  o n e  o f  m y  m a in  e n d e a v o u rs  a s  a  te a c h e r  

to  p e rsu a d e  th e  y o u n g  th a t  f irs th a n d  k n o w le d g e  is  n o t  o n ly  m o re  w o rth  

a c q u ir in g  th a n  se c o n d h a n d  k n o w le d g e ,  b u t  is  u su a lly  m u c h  e a s ie r  a n d  m o re  

d e lig h tfu l  to  a c q u ire .

T h is  m is ta k e n  p re fe re n c e  fo r  th e  m o d e m  b o o k s  a n d  th is  sh y n e ss  o f  th e  o ld  

o n e s  is  n o w h e re  m o re  ra m p a n t  th a n  in  th e o lo g y . W h e re v e r  y o u  f in d  a  l i t t le  

s tu d y  c irc le  o f  C h ris tia n  la ity  y o u  c a n  b e  a lm o s t c e r ta in  th a t  th e y  a re  s tu d y in g  

n o t  S t. L u k e  o r  S t. P a u l o r  S t. A u g u s tin e  o r  T h o m a s  A q u in a s  o r  H o o k e r  o r  

B u tle r , b u t  M . B e rd y a e v  o r  M . M a rita in  o r  M . N ie b u h r  o r  M iss  S a y e rs  o r  e v e n  

m y se lf .

N o w  th is  se e m s  to  m e  to p sy -tu rv y . N a tu ra lly , s in c e  I  m y se lf  a m  a  w rite r, I  

d o  n o t  w ish  th e  o rd in a ry  re a d e r  to  re a d  n o  m o d e m  b o o k s . B u t  if  h e  m u s t  re a d  

o n ly  th e  n e w  o r  o n ly  th e  o ld , I  w o u ld  a d v ise  h im  to  re a d  th e  o ld . A n d  I  w o u ld  

g iv e  h im  th is  a d v ic e  p re c ise ly  b e c a u se  h e  is  a n  a m a te u r  a n d  th e re fo re  m u c h  le s s  

p ro te c te d  th a n  th e  e x p e r t  a g a in s t  th e  d a n g e rs  o f  a n  e x c lu s iv e  c o n te m p o ra ry  d ie t.  

A  n e w  b o o k  is  s till o n  i ts  tr ia l a n d  th e  a m a te u r  is  n o t  in  a  p o s itio n  to  ju d g e  i t . I t  

h a s  to  b e  te s te d  a g a in s t  th e  g re a t  b o d y  o f  C h ris tia n  th o u g h t  d o w n  th e  a g e s , a n d  

a ll  i ts  h id d e n  im p lic a tio n s  (o f te n  u n su sp e c te d  b y  th e  a u th o r  h im se lf )  h a v e  to  b e  

b ro u g h t  to  l ig h t. O fte n  i t  c a n n o t  b e  fu lly  u n d e rs to o d  w ith o u t  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  a  

g o o d  m a n y  o th e r  m o d e m  b o o k s . I f  y o u  jo in  a t  e le v e n  o 'c lo c k  a  c o n v e rsa tio n  

w h ic h  b e g a n  a t  e ig h t  y o u  w ill o fte n  n o t  se e  th e  re a l  b e a r in g  o f  w h a t  is  sa id . 

R e m a rk s  w h ic h  se e m  to  y o u  v e ry  o rd in a ry  w ill  p ro d u c e  la u g h te r  o r  ir r ita tio n  

a n d  y o u  w ill  n o t se e  w h y — th e  re a so n , o f  c o u rse , b e in g  th a t  th e  e a r lie r  s ta g e s  o f  

th e  c o n v e rsa tio n  h a v e  g iv e n  th e m  a  sp e c ia l  p o in t. In  th e  sa m e  w a y  se n te n c e s  in  
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a  m o d e rn  b o o k  w h ic h  lo o k  q u ite  o rd in a ry  m a y  b e  d ire c te d  at so m e  o th e r  b o o k ;  

in  th is  w a y  y o u  m a y  b e  le d  to  a c c e p t  w h a t  y o u  w o u ld  h a v e  in d ig n a n tly  re je c te d  

if  y o u  k n e w  i ts  re a l s ig n if ic a n c e . T h e  o n ly  sa fe ty  is  to  h a v e  a  s ta n d a rd  o f  p la in ,  

c e n tra l C h ris tia n ity  (" m e re  C h ris tia n ity "  a s  B a x te r  c a lle d  i t)  w h ic h  p u ts  th e  

c o n tro v e rs ie s  o f  th e  m o m e n t  in  th e ir  p ro p e r  p e rsp e c tiv e . S u c h  a  s ta n d a rd  c a n  b e  

a c q u ire d  o n ly  f ro m  th e  o ld  b o o k s . I t  is  a  g o o d  ru le , a f te r  re a d in g  a  n e w  b o o k ,  

n e v e r  to  a llo w  y o u rse lf  a n o th e r  n e w  o n e  t i l l  y o u  h a v e  re a d  a n  o ld  o n e  in  

b e tw e e n . I f  th a t  is  to o  m u c h  fo r  y o u , y o u  sh o u ld  a t  le a s t  re a d  o n e  o ld  o n e  to  

e v e ry  th re e  n e w  o n e s .

E v e ry  a g e  h a s  i ts  o w n  o u tlo o k . I t  is  sp e c ia lly  g o o d  a t  se e in g  c e r ta in  tru th s  

a n d  sp e c ia lly  l ia b le  to  m a k e  c e r ta in  m is ta k e s . W e  a ll, th e re fo re ,  n e e d  th e  b o o k s  

th a t  w ill  c o rre c t  th e  c h a rac te r is tic  m is ta k e s  o f  o u r  o w n  p e r io d . A n d  th a t  m e a n s  

th e  o ld  b o o k s . A ll c o n te m p o ra ry  w rite rs  sh a re  to  so m e  e x te n t  th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  

o u tlo o k — e v e n  th o se , l ik e  m y se lf , w h o  se e m  m o s t  o p p o se d  to  i t . N o th in g  

s tr ik e s  m e  m o re  w h e n  I  re a d  th e  c o n tro v e rs ie s  o f  p a s t  a g e s  th a n  th e  fa c t  th a t  

b o th  s id e s  w e re  u su a lly  a ssu m in g  w ith o u t  q u e s tio n  a  g o o d  d e a l  w h ic h  w e  

sh o u ld  n o w  a b so lu te ly  d e n y . T h e y  th o u g h t  th a t  th e y  w e re  a s  c o m p le te ly  

o p p o se d  a s  tw o  s id e s  c o u ld  b e , b u t  in  fa c t  th e y  w e re  a ll th e  t im e  se c re tly  

u n ite d — u n ite d  w ith  e a c h  o th e r  a n d  a g a in s t  e a r lie r  a n d  la te r  a g e s— b y  a  g re a t  

m a ss  o f  c o m m o n  a ssu m p tio n s . W e  m a y  b e  su re  th a t  th e  c h a ra c te r is tic  b lin d n e ss  

o f  th e  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry — th e  b lin d n e ss  a b o u t  w h ic h  p o s te r ity  w ill a sk , " B u t  

h o w  c o u ld  th e y  h a v e  th o u g h t  th a t? " — l ie s  w h e re  w e  h a v e  n e v e r  su sp e c te d  i t , 

a n d  c o n c e rn s  so m e th in g  a b o u t  w h ic h  th e re  is  u n tro u b le d  a g re e m e n t  b e tw e e n  

H itle r  a n d  P re s id e n t R o o se v e lt  o r  b e tw e e n  M r. H . G . W e lls  a n d  K a rl B a rth .  

N o n e  o f  u s  c a n  fu lly  e sc a p e  th is  b lin d n e ss , b u t  w e  sh a ll c e r ta in ly  in c re a se  i t , 

a n d  w e a k e n  o u r  g u a rd  a g a in s t  i t , if  w e  re a d  o n ly  m o d e m  b o o k s . W h e re  th e y  a re  

tru e  th e y  w ill g iv e  u s  tru th s  w h ic h  w e  h a lf  k n e w  a lre a d y . W h e re  th e y  a re  fa lse  

th e y  w ill a g g ra v a te  th e  e rro r  w ith  w h ic h  w e  a re  a lre a d y  d a n g e ro u s ly  i l l . T h e  

o n ly  p a llia tiv e  is  to  k e e p  th e  c le a n  se a  b re e z e  o f  th e  c e n tu r ie s  b lo w in g  th ro u g h  

o u r  m in d s , a n d  th is  c a n  b e  d o n e  o n ly  b y  re a d in g  o ld  b o o k s . N o t, o f  c o u rse , th a t  

th e re  is  a n y  m a g ic  a b o u t  th e  p a s t. P e o p le  w e re  n o  c le v e re r  th e n  th a n  th e y  a re  

n o w ; th e y  m a d e  a s  m a n y  m is ta k e s  a s  w e . B u t  n o t  th e  sa m e  m is ta k e s . T h e y  w ill  

n o t  f la tte r  u s  in  th e  e rro rs  w e  a re  a lre a d y  c o m m ittin g ; a n d  th e ir  o w n  e rro rs , 

b e in g  n o w  o p e n  a n d  p a lp a b le , w ill  n o t  e n d a n g e r  u s . T w o  h e a d s  a re  b e tte r  th a n  

o n e , n o t  b e c a u se  e ith e r  is  in fa llib le , b u t  b e c a u se  th e y  a re  u n lik e ly  to  g o  w ro n g  

in  th e  sa m e  d ire c tio n . T o  b e  su re , th e  b o o k s  o f  th e  fu tu re  w o u ld  b e  ju s t  a s  g o o d  

a  c o rre c tiv e  a s  th e  b o o k s  o f  th e  p a s t, b u t  u n fo r tu n a te ly  w e  c a n n o t g e t  a t  th e m .

I m y se lf  w a s  f irs t  le d  in to  re a d in g  th e  C h ris tia n  c la s s ic s , a lm o s t  

a c c id e n ta lly , a s  a  re su lt o f  m y  E n g lish  s tu d ie s . S o m e , su c h  a s  H o o k e r , H e rb e r t,  

T ra h e rn e , T a y lo r  a n d  B u n y a n , I  re a d  b e c a u se  th e y  a re  th e m se lv e s  g re a t  E n g lish  

w rite rs ; o th e rs , su c h  a s  B o e th iu s , S t. A u g u s tin e , T h o m a s  A q u in a s  a n d  D a n te ,  
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b e c a u se  th e y  w e re  " in f lu e n c e s ."  G e o rg e  M a c d o n a ld  I h a d  fo u n d  fo r  m y se lf  a t 

th e  a g e  o f  s ix te e n  a n d  n e v e r  w a v e re d  in  m y  a lle g ia n c e , th o u g h  I tr ie d  fo r  a  lo n g  

t im e  to  ig n o re  h is  C h ris tia n ity . T h e y  a re , y o u  w ill  n o te , a  m ix e d  b a g ,  

re p re se n ta tiv e  o f  m a n y  C h u rc h e s , c lim a te s  a n d  a g e s . A n d  th a t  b rin g s  m e  to  y e t  

a n o th e r  re a so n  fo r  re a d in g  th e m . T h e  d iv is io n s  o f  C h ris te n d o m  a re  u n d e n ia b le  

a n d  a re  b y  so m e  o f  th e se  w rite rs  m o s t  f ie rc e ly  e x p re s se d . B u t  if  a n y  m a n  is  

te m p te d  to  th in k — a s  o n e  m ig h t  b e  te m p te d  w h o  re a d  o n ly  c o n - te m p o ra r ie s—  

th a t " C h ris tia n ity "  is  a  w o rd  o f  so  m a n y  m e a n in g s  th a t  i t m e a n s  n o th in g  a t a ll, 

h e  c a n  le a rn  b e y o n d  a ll d o u b t, b y  s te p p in g  o u t  o f  h is  o w n  c e n tu ry , th a t  th is  is  

n o t  so . M e a su re d  a g a in s t  th e  a g e s  " m e re  C h ris tia n ity "  tu rn s  o u t to  b e  n o  in s ip id  

in te rd e n o m in a tio n a l tra n sp a re n c y , b u t  so m e th in g  p o s itiv e , se lf -c o n s is te n t, a n d  

in e x h a u s tib le . I  k n o w  i t , in d e e d , to  m y  c o s t. In  th e  d a y s  w h e n  I s till  h a te d  

C h ris tia n ity , I  le a rn e d  to  re c o g n ise ,  l ik e  so m e  a ll  to o  fa m ilia r  sm e ll, th a t  a lm o s t  

u n v a ry in g  so m e th in g  w h ic h  m e t  m e , n o w  in  P u rita n  B u n y a n , n o w  in  A n g lic a n  

H o o k e r , n o w  in  T h o m is t  D a n te . I t  w a s  th e re  (h o n e y e d  a n d  f lo ra l)  in  F ra n c o is  d e  

S a le s ; i t  w a s  th e re  (g ra v e  a n d  h o m e ly )  in  S p e n se r  a n d  W a lto n ; i t  w a s  th e re  

(g r im  b u t  m a n fu l)  in  P a sc a l  a n d  Jo h n so n ; th e re  a g a in , w ith  a  m ild , f r ig h te n in g , 

P a ra d is ia l  f la v o u r , in  V a u g h a n  a n d  B o e h m e  a n d  T ra h e rn e . In  th e  u rb a n  so b r ie ty  

o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  o n e  w a s  n o t  sa fe — L a w  a n d  B u tle r  w e re  tw o  l io n s  in  

th e  p a th . T h e  su p p o se d  " P a g a n ism "  o f  th e  E liz a b e th a n s  c o u ld  n o t  k e e p  i t o u t; i t  

la y  in  w a it  w h e re  a  m a n  m ig h t  h a v e  su p p o se d  h im se lf  sa fe s t, in  th e  v e ry  c e n tre  

o f  T h e  F a e r ie  Q u e e n e  a n d  th e  A rc a d ia . I t  w a s , o f  c o u rse , v a r ie d ; a n d  y e t— a f te r  

a ll— so  u n m is ta k a b ly  th e  sa m e ; re c o g n isa b le , n o t  to  b e  e v a d e d , th e  o d o u r  w h ic h  

is  d e a th  to  u s  u n til  w e  a llo w  i t  to  b e c o m e  l ife :

a n  a ir  th a t  k ills

F ro m  y o n  fa r  c o u n try  b lo w s .

W e  a re  a ll r ig h tly  d is tre s se d , a n d  a sh a m e d  a lso , a t  th e  d iv is io n s  o f  

C h ris te n d o m . B u t  th o se  w h o  h a v e  a lw a y s  l iv e d  w ith in  th e  C h ris tia n  fo ld  m a y  

b e  to o  e a s ily  d isp ir ite d  b y  th e m . T h e y  a re  b a d , b u t su c h  p e o p le  d o  n o t  k n o w  

w h a t  i t  lo o k s  l ik e  f ro m  w ith o u t. S e e n  f ro m  th e re , w h a t is  le f t  in ta c t d e sp ite  a ll  

th e  d iv is io n s , s till a p p e a rs  (a s  i t  tru ly  is )  a n  im m e n se ly  fo rm id a b le  u n ity . I  

k n o w , fo r  I sa w  i t ; a n d  w e ll o u r  e n e m ie s  k n o w  i t . T h a t  u n ity  a n y  o f  u s  c a n  f in d  

b y  g o in g  o u t o f  h is  o w n  a g e . I t  is  n o t  e n o u g h , b u t  i t  is  m o re  th a n  y o u  h a d  

th o u g h t  t i l l  th e n . O n c e  y o u  a re  w e ll so a k e d  in  i t , if  y o u  th e n  v e n tu re  to  sp e a k ,  

y o u  w ill  h a v e  a n  a m u s in g  e x p e r ie n c e . Y o u  w ill  b e  th o u g h t  a  P a p is t  w h e n  y o u  

a re  a c tu a lly  re p ro d u c in g  B u n y a n , a  P a n th e is t  w h e n  y o u  a re  q u o tin g  A q u in a s , 

a n d  so  fo r th . F o r  y o u  h a v e  n o w  g o t  o n  to  th e  g re a t  le v e l v ia d u c t  w h ic h  c ro sse s  

th e  a g e s  a n d  w h ic h  lo o k s  so  h ig h  f ro m  th e  v a lle y s , so  lo w  f ro m  th e  m o u n ta in s , 

so  n a rro w  c o m p a re d  w ith  th e  sw a m p s , a n d  so  b ro a d  c o m p a re d  w ith  th e  sh e e p ­
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tra c k s .

T h e  p re se n t  b o o k  is  so m e th in g  o f  a n  e x p e r im e n t. T h e  tra n s la tio n  is  

in te n d e d  fo r  th e  w o rld  a t  la rg e , n o t  o n ly  fo r  th e o lo g ic a l s tu d e n ts . I f  i t  su c c e e d s ,  

o th e r  tra n s la tio n s  o f  o th e r  g re a t  C h ris tia n  b o o k s  w ill  p re su m a b ly  fo llo w . In  o n e  

se n se , o f  c o u rse , i t  is  n o t  th e  f irs t  in  th e  f ie ld . T ra n s la tio n s  o f  th e  T h e o lo g ia  

G e rm a n ic a , th e  Im ita tio n ,  th e  S c a le  o f  P e rfe c tio n , a n d  th e  R e v e la tio n s  o f  L a d y  

Ju lia n  o f  N o rw ic h , a re  a lre a d y  o n  th e  m a rk e t, a n d  a re  v e ry  v a lu a b le , th o u g h  

so m e  o f  th e m  a re  n o t  v e ry  sc h o la r ly . B u t  i t  w ill b e  n o tic e d  th a t  th e se  a re  a ll  

b o o k s  o f  d e v o tio n  ra th e r  th a n  o f  d o c tr in e . N o w  th e  la y m a n  o r  a m a te u r  n e e d s  to  

b e  in s tru c te d  a s  w e ll a s  to  b e  e x h o rte d . In  th is  a g e  h is  n e e d  fo r  k n o w le d g e  is  

p a r tic u la r ly  p re s s in g . N o r  w o u ld  I a d m it a n y  sh a rp  d iv is io n  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  

k in d s  o f  b o o k . F o r  m y  o w n  p a r t  I  te n d  to  f in d  th e  d o c tr in a l b o o k s  o fte n  m o re  

h e lp fu l  in  d e v o tio n  th a n  th e  d e v o tio n a l  b o o k s , a n d  I  ra th e r  su sp e c t  th a t  th e  sa m e  

e x p e r ie n c e  m a y  a w a it  m a n y  o th e rs . I  b e lie v e  th a t  m a n y  w h o  f in d  th a t " n o th in g  

h a p p e n s"  w h e n  th e y  s it  d o w n , o r  k n e e l d o w n , to  a  b o o k  o f  d e v o tio n , w o u ld  f in d  

th a t  th e  h e a r t s in g s  u n b id d e n  w h ile  th e y  a re  w o rk in g  th e ir  w a y  th ro u g h  a  to u g h  

b it  o f  th e o lo g y  w ith  a  p ip e  in  th e ir  te e th  a n d  a  p e n c il  in  th e ir  h a n d .

T h is  is  a  g o o d  tra n s la tio n  o f  a  v e ry  g re a t  b o o k . S t. A th a n a s iu s  h a s  su ffe re d  

in  p o p u la r  e s tim a tio n  f ro m  a  c e r ta in  se n te n c e  in  th e  " A th a n a s ia n  C re e d ."  I  w ill  

n o t  la b o u r  th e  p o in t  th a t  th a t  w o rk  is  n o t  e x a c tly  a  c re e d  a n d  w a s  n o t  b y  S t. 

A th a n a s iu s , fo r  I  th in k  i t  is  a  v e ry  f in e  p ie c e  o f  w ritin g . T h e  w o rd s  " W h ic h  

F a ith  e x c e p t  e v e ry  o n e  d o  k e e p  w h o le  a n d  u n d e f ile d ,  w ith o u t  d o u b t  h e  sh a ll  

p e r ish  e v e r la s tin g ly "  a re  th e  o ffe n c e . T h e y  a re  c o m m o n ly  m isu n d e rs to o d . T h e  

o p e ra tiv e  w o rd  is  k e e p ; n o t  a c q u ire , o r  e v e n  b e lie v e , b u t  k e e p . T h e  a u th o r , in  

fa c t, is  n o t  ta lk in g  a b o u t  u n b e lie v e rs , b u t  a b o u t  d e se r te rs , n o t  a b o u t  th o se  w h o  

h a v e  n e v e r  h e a rd  o f  C h ris t, n o r  e v e n  th o se  w h o  h a v e  m isu n d e rs to o d  a n d  

re fu se d  to  a c c e p t  H im , b u t  o f  th o se  w h o  h a v in g  re a lly  u n d e rs to o d  a n d  re a lly  

b e lie v e d , th e n  a llo w  th e m se lv e s ,  u n d e r  th e  sw a y  o f  s lo th  o r  o f  fa sh io n  o r  a n y  

o th e r  in v ite d  c o n fu s io n  to  b e  d ra w n  a w a y  in to  su b -C h ris tia n  m o d e s  o f  th o u g h t.  

T h e y  a re  a  w a rn in g  a g a in s t  th e  c u r io u s  m o d e m  a ssu m p tio n  th a t  a ll c h a n g e s  o f  

b e lie f , h o w e v e r  b ro u g h t  a b o u t, a re  n e c e ssa r ily  e x e m p t  f ro m  b la m e . B u t  th is  is  

n o t  m y  im m e d ia te  c o n c e rn . I  m e n tio n  " th e  c re e d  (c o m m o n ly  c a lle d )  o f  S t. 

A th a n a s iu s"  o n ly  to  g e t o u t  o f  th e  re a d e r 's  w a y  w h a t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a  b o g e y  

a n d  to  p u t th e  tru e  A th a n a s iu s  in  i ts  p la c e . H is  e p ita p h  is  A th a n a s iu s  c o n tra  

m u n d u m , " A th a n a s iu s a g a in s t  th e  w o rld ."  W e  a re  p ro u d  th a t  o u r  o w n  c o u n try  

h a s  m o re  th a n  o n c e  s to o d  a g a in s t  th e  w o rld . A th a n a s iu s  d id  th e  sa m e . H e  s to o d  

fo r  th e  T rin ita r ia n  d o c tr in e , " w h o le  a n d  u n d e f ile d ,"  w h e n  i t  lo o k e d  a s  if  a ll th e  

c iv ilis e d  w o rld  w a s  s lip p in g  b a c k  f ro m  C h ris tia n ity  in to  th e  re lig io n  o f  A riu s—  

in to  o n e  o f  th o se  " se n s ib le "  sy n th e tic  re lig io n s  w h ic h  a re  so  s tro n g ly  

re c o m m e n d e d  to d a y  a n d  w h ic h , th e n  a s  n o w , in c lu d e d  a m o n g  th e ir  d e v o te e s  

m a n y  h ig h ly  c u ltiv a te d  c le rg y m e n . I t  is  h is  g lo ry  th a t  h e  d id  n o t  m o v e  w ith  th e  
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t im e s ; i t  is  h is  re w a rd  th a t  h e  n o w  re m a in s  w h e n  th o se  t im e s , a s  a ll t im e s  d o ,  

h a v e  m o v e d  a w a y .

W h e n  I f irs t  o p e n e d  h is  D e  In c a rn a tio n e  I so o n  d isc o v e re d  b y  a  v e ry  s im p le  

te s t th a t  I  w a s  re a d in g  a  m a s te rp ie c e . I k n e w  v e ry  l i t t le  C h ris tia n  G re ek  e x c e p t  

th a t  o f  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  a n d  I h a d  e x p e c te d  d iff ic u ltie s . T o  m y  a s to n ish m e n t  

I fo u n d  i t  a lm o s t  a s  e a sy  a s  X e n o p h o n ; a n d  o n ly  a  m a s te r  m in d  c o u ld , in  th e  

fo u r th  c e n tu ry , h a v e  w ritte n  so  d e e p ly  o n  su c h  a  su b je c t  w ith  su c h  c la s s ic a l  

s im p lic ity . E v e ry  p a g e  I re a d  c o n f irm e d  th is  im p re s s io n . H is  a p p ro a c h  to  th e  

M ira c le s  is  b a d ly  n e e d e d  to d a y , fo r  i t is  th e  f in a l  a n sw e r  to  th o se  w h o  o b je c t  to  

th e m  a s  " a rb itra ry  a n d  m e a n in g le s s  v io la tio n s  o f  th e  la w s  o f  N a tu re ." T h e y  a re  

h e re  sh o w n  to  b e  ra th e r  th e  re - te llin g  in  c a p ita l le tte rs  o f  th e  sa m e  m e ssa g e  

w h ic h  N a tu re  w rite s  in  h e r  c ra b b e d  c u rs iv e  h a n d ;  th e  v e ry  o p e ra tio n s  o n e  

w o u ld  e x p e c t  o f  H im  w h o  w a s  so  f id i o f  l ife  th a t  w h e n  H e  w ish e d  to  d ie  H e  h a d  

to  " b o rro w  d e a th  f ro m  o th e rs ."  T h e  w h o le  b o o k , in d e e d , is  a  p ic tu re  o f  th e  T re e  

o f  L ife — a  sa p p y  a n d  g o ld e n  b o o k , f id i o f  b u o y a n c y  a n d  c o n f id e n c e . W e  

c a n n o t, 1 a d m it, a p p ro p r ia te  a ll i ts  c o n f id e n c e  to d a y . W e  c a n n o t  p o in t  to  th e  

h ig h  v ir tu e  o f  C h ris tia n  l iv in g  a n d  th e  g a y , a lm o s t  m o c k in g  c o u ra g e  o f  

C h ris tia n  m a rty rd o m , a s  a  p ro o f  o f  o u r  d o c tr in e s  w ith  q u ite  th a t  a ssu ra n ce  

w h ic h  A th a n as iu s  ta k e s  a s  a  m a tte r  o f  c o u rse . B u t  w h o e v e r  m a y  b e  to  b la m e  fo r  

th a t  i t  is  n o t  A th a n a s iu s .

T h e  tra n s la to r  k n o w s  so  m u c h  m o re  C h ris tia n  G re e k  th a n  I  th a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  

o u t o f  p la c e  fo r  m e  to  p ra ise  h e r  v e rs io n . B u t  i t se e m s  to  m e  to  b e  in  th e  r ig h t  

tra d itio n  o f  E n g lish  tra n s la tio n . 1 d o  n o t  th in k  th e  re a d e r  w ill f in d  h e re  a n y  o f  

th a t sa w d u s ty  q u a lity  w h ic h  is  so  c o m m o n  in  m o d e m  re n d e r in g s  f ro m  th e  

a n c ie n t  la n g u a g e s . T h a t  is  a s  m u c h  a s  th e  E n g lish  re a d e r  w ill  n o tic e ; th o se  w h o  

c o m p a re  th e  v e rs io n  w ith  th e  o rig in a l w ill b e  a b le  to  e s tim a te  h o w  m u c h  w it  

a n d  ta le n t  is  p re su p p o se d  in  su c h  a  c h o ic e , fo r  e x a m p le , a s  " th e se  w ise a c re s"  o n  

th e  v e ry  f irs t p a g e .

C . S . L E W IS .

1 

Creation and the Fall

(1 )

In  o u r  fo rm e r  b o o k [l]  w e  d e a lt fu lly  e n o u g h  w ith  a  fe w  o f  th e  c h ie f  p o in ts  

a b o u t  th e  h e a th e n  w o rsh ip  o f  id o ls , a n d  h o w  th o se  fa lse  fe a rs  o rig in a lly  a ro se . 

W e  a lso , b y  G o d 's  g ra c e , b rie f ly  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  W o rd  o f  th e  F a th e r  is  
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H im se lf  d iv in e ,  th a t  a ll  th in g s  th a t  a re  o w e  th e ir  b e in g  to  H is  w ill a n d  p o w e r , 

a n d  th a t  i t  is  th ro u g h  H im  th a t  th e  F a th e r  g iv e s  o rd e r  to  c re a tio n ,  b y  H im  th a t  

a ll  th in g s  a re  m o v e d , a n d  th ro u g h  H im  th a t  th e y  re c e iv e  th e ir  b e in g . N o w ,  

M a c a riu s , tru e  lo v e r  o f  C h ris t, w e  m u s t  ta k e  a  s te p  fu r th e r  in  th e  fa ith  o f  o u r  

h o ly  re lig io n , a n d  c o n s id e r  a lso  th e  W o rd 's  b e c o m in g  M a n  a n d  H is  d iv in e  

A p p e a r in g  in  o u r  m id s t. T h a t  m y s te ry  th e  Je w s  tra d u c e , th e  G re e k s  d e r id e , b u t  

w e  a d o re ; a n d  y o u r  o w n  lo v e  a n d  d e v o tio n  to  th e  W o rd  a lso  w ill  b e  th e  g re a te r , 

b e c a u se  in  H is  M a n h o o d  H e  se e m s  so  l i t t le  w o rth . F o r  i t  is  a  fa c t th a t  th e  m o re  

u n b e lie v e rs  p o u r  sc o rn  o n  H im , so  m u c h  th e  m o re  d o e s  H e  m a k e  H is  G o d h e a d  

e v id e n t. T h e  th in g s  w h ic h  th e y , a s  m e n , ru le  o u t a s  im p o ss ib le , H e  p la in ly  

sh o w s  to  b e  p o ss ib le ; th a t  w h ic h  th e y  d e r id e  a s  u n fittin g , H is  g o o d n ess  m a k e s  

m o s t f it; a n d  th in g s  w h ic h  th e se  w ise a c re s  la u g h  a t  a s  " h u m a n "  H e  b y  H is  

in h e re n t  m ig h t d e c la re s  d iv in e . T h u s  b y  w h a t se e m s  H is  u tte r  p o v e r ty  a n d  

w e a k n e ss  o n  th e  c ro ss  H e  o v e r tu rn s  th e  p o m p  a n d  p a ra d e  o f  id o ls , a n d  q u ie tly  

a n d  h id d e n ly  w in s  o v e r  th e  m o c k e rs  a n d  u n b e lie v e rs  to  re c o g n iz e  H im  a s  G o d .

N o w  in  d e a lin g  w ith  th e se  m a tte rs  i t  is  n e c e ssa ry  f irs t  to  re c a ll w h a t  h a s  

a lre a d y  b e e n  sa id . Y o u  m u s t  u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  i t  is  th a t  th e  W o rd  o f  th e  F a th e r , 

so  g re a t  a n d  so  h ig h , h a s  b e e n  m a d e  m a n ife s t  in  b o d ily  fo rm . H e  h a s  n o t  

a ssu m e d  a  b o d y  a s  p ro p e r  to  H is  o w n  n a tu re , fa r  f ro m  i t , fo r  a s  th e  W o rd  H e  is  

w ith o u t  b o d y . H e  h a s  b e e n  m a n ife s te d  in  a  h u m a n  b o d y  fo r  th is  re a so n  o n ly ,  

o u t  o f  th e  lo v e  a n d  g o o d n e ss  o f  H is  F a th e r , fo r  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  u s  m e n . W e  w ill  

b e g in , th e n , w ith  th e  c re a tio n  o f  th e  w o rld  a n d  w ith  G o d  i ts  M a k e r , fo r  th e  f irs t  

fa c t  th a t  y o u  m u s t g ra sp  is  th is : the renewal of creation has been wrought by 

the Self-same Word Who made it in the beginning. T h e re  is  th u s  n o  

in c o n s is te n c y  b e tw e e n  c re a tio n  a n d  sa lv a tio n  fo r  th e  O n e  F a th e r  h a s  e m p lo y e d  

th e  sa m e  A g e n t  fo r  b o th  w o rk s , e ffe c tin g  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  th e  w o rld  th ro u g h  th e  

sa m e  W o rd  W h o  m a d e  i t  in  th e  b e g in n in g .

(2 )  In  re g a rd  to  th e  m a k in g  o f  th e  u n iv e rse  a n d  th e  c re a tio n  o f  a ll th in g s  

th e re  h a v e  b e e n  v a r io u s  o p in io n s , a n d  e a c h  p e rso n  h a s  p ro p o u n d e d  th e  th e o ry  

th a t  su ite d  h is  o w n  ta s te . F o r  in s ta n c e , so m e  sa y  th a t  a ll th in g s  a re  se lf ­

o rig in a te d  a n d , so  to  sp e a k , h a p h a z a rd . T h e  E p ic u re a n s  a re  a m o n g  th e se ; th e y  

d e n y  th a t  th e re  is  a n y  M in d  b e h in d  th e  u n iv e rse  a t  a ll. T h is  v ie w  is  c o n tra ry  to  

a ll  th e  fa c ts  o f  e x p e r ie n ce , th e ir  o w n  e x is te n c e  in c lu d e d . F o r  if  a ll th in g s  h a d  

c o m e  in to  b e in g  in  th is  a u to m a tic  fa sh io n , in s te a d  o f  b e in g  th e  o u tc o m e  o f  

M in d , th o u g h  th e y  e x is te d , th e y  w o u ld  a ll  b e  u n ifo rm  a n d  w ith o u t  d is tin c tio n .  

In  th e  u n iv e rse  e v e ry th in g  w o u ld  b e  su n  o r  m o o n  o r  w h a te v e r  i t  w a s , a n d  in  th e  

h u m a n  b o d y  th e  w h o le  w o u ld  b e  h a n d  o r  e y e  o r  fo o t. B u t  in  p o in t  o f  fa c t  th e  

su n  a n d  th e  m o o n  a n d  th e  e a r th  a re  a ll d iffe re n t th in g s , a n d  e v e n  w ith in  th e  

h u m a n  b o d y  th e re  a re  d iffe re n t  m e m b e rs , su c h  a s  fo o t  a n d  h a n d  a n d  h e a d . T h is  

d is tin c tn e s s  o f  th in g s  a rg u e s  n o t  a  sp o n ta n e o u s  g e n e ra tio n  b u t a  p re v e n ie n t 

C a u se ; a n d  f ro m  th a t  C a u se  w e  c a n  a p p re h e n d  G o d , th e  D e s ig n e r  a n d  M a k e r  o f  
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a ll.

O th e rs  ta k e  th e  v ie w  e x p re s se d  b y  P la to , th a t  g ia n t  a m o n g  th e  G re e k s . H e  

sa id  th a t  G o d  h a d  m a d e  a ll th in g s  o u t o f  p re -e x is te n t a n d  u n c re a te d  m a tte r ,  ju s t  

a s  th e  c a rp e n te r  m a k e s  th in g s  o n ly  o u t o f  w o o d  th a t  a lre a d y  e x is ts . B u t  th o se  

w h o  h o ld  th is  v ie w  d o  n o t  re a liz e  th a t  to  d e n y  th a t  G o d  is  H im se lf  th e  C a u se  o f  

m a tte r  is  to  im p u te  l im ita tio n  to  H im ,  ju s t  a s  i t  is  u n d o u b te d ly  a  l im ita tio n  o n  

th e  p a r t  o f  th e  c a rp e n te r  th a t  h e  c a n  m a k e  n o th in g  u n le s s  h e  h a s  th e  w o o d . H o w  

c o u ld  G o d  b e  c a lle d  M a k e r  a n d  A rtif ic e r  if  H is  a b ility  to  m a k e  d e p e n d e d  o n  

so m e  o th e r  c a u se , n a m e ly  o n  m a tte r  i ts e lf?  I f  H e  o n ly  w o rk e d  u p  e x is tin g  

m a tte r  a n d  d id  n o t  H im se lf  b rin g  m a tte r  in to  b e in g , H e  w o u ld  b e  n o t  th e  

C re a to r  b u t  o n ly  a  c ra f tsm an .

T h e n , a g a in , th e re  is  th e  th e o ry  o f  th e  G n o s tic s , w h o  h a v e  in v e n te d  fo r  

th e m se lv e s  a n  A rtif ic e r  o f  a ll  th in g s  o th e r  th a n  th e  F a th e r  o f  o u r  L o rd  Je su s  

C h ris t. T h e se  s im p ly  sh u t  th e ir  e y e s  to  th e  o b v io u s  m e a n in g  o f  S c rip tu re . F o r  

in s ta n c e , th e  L o rd , h a v in g  re m in d e d  th e  Je w s  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t in  G e n e s is , " H e  

W h o  c re a te d  th e m  in  th e  b e g in n in g  m a d e  th e m  m a le  a n d  fe m a le . . . ,"  a n d  

h a v in g  sh o w n  th a t  fo r  th a t  re a so n  a  m a n  sh o u ld  le a v e  h is  p a re n ts  a n d  c le a v e  to  

h is  w ife , g o e s  o n  to  sa y  w ith  re fe re n c e  to  th e  C re a to r , " W h a t  th e re fo re  God h a s  

jo in e d  to g e th e r , le t  n o  m a n  p u t  a su n d e r ." [2 ] H o w  c a n  th e y  g e t  a  c re a tio n  

in d e p e n d e n t o f  th e  F a th e r  o u t o f  th a t?  A n d , a g a in , S t. Jo h n , sp e a k in g  a ll  

in c lu s iv e ly , sa y s , " A ll th in g s  b e c a m e  b y  H im  a n d  w ith o u t H im  c a m e  n o th in g  

in to  b e in g .  [3 ] H o w  th e n  c o u ld  th e  A rtif ic e r  b e  so m e o n e  d iffe re n t, o th e r  th a n  th e  

F a th e r  o f  C h ris t?

(3 )S u c h  a re  th e  n o tio n s  w h ic h  m e n  p u t  fo rw a rd . B u t  th e  im p ie ty  o f  th e ir  

fo o lish  ta lk  is  p la in ly  d e c la red  b y  th e  d iv in e  te a c h in g  o f  th e  C h ris tia n  fa ith .  

F ro m  i t  w e  k n o w  th a t, b e c a u se  th e re  is  M in d  b e h in d  th e  u n iv e rse , i t  d id  n o t  

o rig in a te  i ts e lf ; b e c a u se  G o d  is  in f in ite , n o t  f in ite , i t  w a s  n o t  m a d e  f ro m  p re ­

e x is te n t  m a tte r , b u t  o u t  o f  n o th in g  a n d  o u t o f  n o n -e x is te n ce  a b so lu te  a n d  u tte r  

G o d  b ro u g h t i t  in to  b e in g  th ro u g h  th e  W o rd . H e  sa y s  a s  m u c h  in  G e n e s is : " In  

th e  b e g in n in g  G o d  c re a te d  th e  h e a v e n s  a n d  th e  e a r th ;  [4 ] a n d  a g a in  th ro u g h  th a t  

m o s t  h e lp fu l  b o o k  The Shepherd, " B e liev e  th o u  f irs t a n d  fo re m o s t th a t  th e re  is  

O n e  G o d  W h o  c re a te d  a n d  a rra n g e d  a ll th in g s  a n d  b ro u g h t  th e m  o u t  o f  n o n ­

e x is te n c e  in to  b e in g .  " [5 ] P a u l a lso  in d ic a te s  th e  sa m e  th in g  w h e n  h e  sa y s , " B y  

fa ith  w e  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  th e  w o rld s  w e re  f ra m e d  b y  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d , so  th a t  

th e  th in g s  w h ic h  w e  se e  n o w  d id  n o t  c o m e  in to  b e in g  o u t o f  th in g s  w h ic h  h a d  

p re v io u s ly  a p p e a re d .  " [6 ] F o r  G o d  is  g o o d — o r  ra th e r , o f  a ll g o o d n e ss  H e  is  

F o u n ta in h e a d , a n d  i t is  im p o ss ib le  fo r  o n e  w h o  is  g o o d  to  b e  m e a n  o r  g ru d g in g  

a b o u t  a n y th in g . G ru d g in g  e x is te n c e  to  n o n e  th e re fo re , H e  m a d e  a ll  th in g s  o u t  o f  

n o th in g  th ro u g h  H is  o w n  W o rd , o u r  L o rd  Je su s  C h ris t  a n d  o f  a ll  th e se  H is  

e a r th ly  c re a tu re s  H e  re se rv e d  e sp e c ia l  m e rc y  fo r  th e  ra c e  o f  m e n . U p o n  th e m ,  

th e re fo re ,  u p o n  m e n  w h o , a s  a n im a ls , w e re  e sse n tia lly  im p e rm a n e n t,  H e  
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b e s to w e d  a  g ra c e  w h ic h  o th e r  c re a tu re s  la c k e d — n a m e ly  th e  im p re s s  o f  H is  

o w n  Im a g e , a  sh a re  in  th e  re a so n a b le  b e in g  o f  th e  v e ry  W o rd  H im se lf , so  th a t,  

re f le c tin g  H im  a n d  th e m se lv e s  b e c o m in g  re a so n a b le  a n d  e x p re s s in g  th e  M in d  

o f  G o d  e v e n  a s  H e  d o e s , th o u g h  in  l im ite d  d e g re e  th e y  m ig h t  c o n tin u e  fo r  e v e r  

in  th e  b le s se d  a n d  o n ly  tru e  l ife  o f  th e  sa in ts  in  p a ra d ise . B u t s in c e  th e  w ill o f  

m a n  c o u ld  tu rn  e ith e r  w a y , G o d  se c u re d  th is  g ia c e  th a t  H e  h a d  g iv e n  b y  m a k in g  

i t  c o n d itio n a l  f ro m  th e  f irs t u p o n  tw o  th in g s— n a m e ly , a  la w  a n d  a  p la c e . H e  se t 

th e m  in  H is  o w n  p a ra d ise , a n d  la id  u p o n  th e m  a  s in g le  p ro h ib itio n . I f  th e y  

g u a rd e d  th e  g ra c e  a n d  re ta in ed  th e  lo v e lin e s s  o f  th e ir  o rig in a l in n o c e n c e , th e n  

th e  l ife  o f  p a ra d ise  sh o u ld  b e  th e irs ,  w ith o u t so rro w , p a in  o r  c a re , a n d  a f te r  i t  

th e  a ssu ra n c e  o f  im m o rta lity  in  h e a v e n . B u t if  th e y  w e n t a s tra y  a n d  b e c a m e  

v ile , th ro w in g  a w a y  th e ir  b ir th r ig h t o f  b e a u ty , th e n  th e y  w o u ld  c o m e  u n d e r  th e  

n a tu ra l la w  o f  d e a th  a n d  l iv e  n o  lo n g e r  in  p a ra d ise , b u t, d y in g  o u ts id e  o f  i t , 

c o n tin u e  in  d e a th  a n d  in  c o rru p tio n . T h is  is  w h a t  H o ly  S c rip tu re  te lls  u s ,  

p ro c la im in g  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  G o d , " O f  e v e ry  tre e  th a t  is  in  th e  g a rd e n  th o u  

sh a lt su re ly  e a t, b u t  o f  th e  tre e  o f  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  g o o d  a n d  e v il  y e  sh a ll n o t  

e a t, b u t in  th e  d a y  th a t  y e  d o  e a t, y e  sh a ll su re ly  d ie ." [7 ] "Ye shall surely die”— 

n o t  ju s t  d ie  o n ly , b u t  re m a in  in  th e  s ta te  o f  d e a th  a n d  o f  c o rru p tio n .

(4 )  Y o u  m a y  b e  w o n d e r in g  w h y  w e  a re  d isc u ss in g  th e  o rig in  o f  m e n  w h e n  

w e  se t o u t  to  ta lk  a b o u t  th e  W o rd 's  b e c o m in g  M a n . T h e  fo rm e r  su b je c t  is  

re le v a n t  to  th e  la tte r  fo r  th is  re a so n : i t  w a s  o u r  so rry  c a se  th a t  c a u se d  th e  W o rd  

to  c o m e  d o w n , o u r  tra n sg re s s io n  th a t  c a lle d  o u t  H is  lo v e  fo r  u s , so  th a t  H e  

m a d e  h a s te  to  h e lp  u s  a n d  to  a p p e a r  a m o n g  u s . I t  is  w e  w h o  w e re  th e  c a u se  o f  

H is  ta k in g  h u m a n  fo rm , a n d  fo r  o u r  sa lv a tio n  th a t  in  H is  g re a t  lo v e  H e  w a s  b o th  

b o m  a n d  m a n ife s te d  in  a  h u m a n  b o d y . F o r  G o d  h a d  m a d e  m a n  th u s  ( th a t  is , a s  

a n  e m b o d ie d  sp ir it) , a n d  h a d  w ille d  th a t  h e  sh o u ld  re m a in  in  in c o rru p tio n . B u t  

m e n , h a v in g  tu rn e d  f ro m  th e  c o n te m p la tio n  o f  G o d  to  e v il o f  th e ir  o w n  

d e v is in g , h a d  c o m e  in e v ita b ly  u n d e r  th e  la w  o f  d e a th . In s te a d  o f  re m a in in g  in  

th e  s ta te  in  w h ic h  G o d  h a d  c re a te d  th e m , th e y  w e re  in  p ro c e ss  o f  b e c o m in g  

c o rru p te d  e n tire ly , a n d  d e a th  h a d  th e m  c o m p le te ly  u n d e r  i ts  d o m in io n . F o r  th e  

tra n sg re s s io n  o f  th e  c o m m a n d m e n t  w a s  m a k in g  th e m  tu rn  b a c k  a g a in  a c c o rd in g  

to  th e ir  n a tu re ; a n d  a s  th e y  h a d  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  c o m e  in to  b e in g  o u t o f  n o n ­

e x is te n c e , so  w e re  th e y  n o w  o n  th e  w a y  to  re tu rn in g , th ro u g h  c o rru p tio n , to  

n o n -e x is te n c e  a g a in . T h e  p re se n c e  a n d  lo v e  o f  th e  W o rd  h a d  c a lle d  th e m  in to  

b e in g ; in e v ita b ly , th e re fo re  w h e n  th e y  lo s t  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d , th e y  lo s t  

e x is te n c e  w ith  i t ; fo r  i t  is  G o d  a lo n e  W h o  e x is ts , e v il is  n o n -b e in g ,  th e  n e g a tio n  

a n d  a n tith e s is  o f  g o o d . B y  n a tu re , o f  c o u rse , m a n  is  m o rta l, s in c e  h e  w a s  m a d e  

f ro m  n o th in g ;  b u t  h e  b e a rs  a lso  th e  L ik e n e ss  o f  H im  W h o  is , a n d  if  h e  p re se rv e s  

th a t  L ik e n e ss  th ro u g h  c o n s ta n t  c o n te m p la tio n , th e n  h is  n a tu re  is  d e p r iv e d  o f  i ts  

p o w e r  a n d  h e  re m a in s  in c o rru p t. S o  is  i t a ff irm e d  in  W isd o m : " T h e  k e e p in g  o f  

H is  la w s  is  th e  a ssu ra n c e  o f  in c o rru p tio n .  " [8 ] A n d  b e in g  in c o rru p t, h e  w o u ld  b e  
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h e n c e fo r th  a s  G o d , a s  H o ly  S c rip tu re  sa y s , " I  h a v e  sa id , Y e  a re  g o d s  a n d  so n s  

o f  th e  H ig h e s t a ll o f  y o u : b u t  y e  d ie  a s  m e n  a n d  fa ll a s  o n e  o f  th e  p rin c e s .  " [9 ]

(5 )  T h is , th e n , w a s  th e  p lig h t o f  m e n . G o d  h a d  n o t  o n ly  m a d e  th e m  o u t o f  

n o th in g ,  b u t  h a d  a lso  g ra c io u s ly  b e s to w e d  o n  th e m  H is  o w n  l ife  b y  th e  g ra c e  o f  

th e  W o rd . T h e n , tu rn in g  f ro m  e te rn a l  th in g s  to  th in g s  c o rru p tib le ,  b y  c o u n se l o f  

th e  d e v il, th e y  h a d  b e c o m e  th e  c a u se  o f  th e ir  o w n  c o rru p tio n  in  d e a th ; fo r , a s  I  

sa id  b e fo re , th o u g h  th e y  w e re  b y  n a tu re  su b je c t  to  c o rru p tio n ,  th e  g ra c e  o f  th e ir  

u n io n  w ith  th e  W o rd  m a d e  th e m  c a p a b le  o f  e sc a p in g  f ro m  th e  n a tu ra l la w ,  

p ro v id e d  th a t  th e y  re ta in ed  th e  b e a u ty  o f  in n o c e n c e  w ith  w h ic h  th e y  w e re  

c re a te d . T h a t  is  to  sa y , th e  p re se n c e  o f  th e  W o rd  w ith  th e m  sh ie ld e d  th e m  e v e n  

f ro m  n a tu ra l c o rru p tio n , a s  a lso  W isd o m  sa y s : G o d  c re a te d  m a n  fo r  

in c o rru p tio n  a n d  a s  a n  im a g e  o f  H is  o w n  e te rn ity ;  b u t  b y  e n v y  o f  th e  d e v il  

d e a th  e n te re d  in to  th e  w o rld .  " [1 0 ] W h e n  th is  h a p p e n e d ,  m e n  b e g a n  to  d ie , a n d  

c o rru p tio n  ra n  r io t  a m o n g  th e m  a n d  h e ld  sw a y  o v e r  th e m  to  a n  e v e n  m o re  th a n  

n a tu ra l d e g re e , b e c a u se  i t  w a s  th e  p e n a lty  o f  w h ic h  G o d  h a d  fo re w a rn e d  th e m  

fo r  tra n sg re s s in g  th e  c o m m a n d m e n t. In d e e d , th e y  h a d  in  th e ir  s in n in g  su rp a sse d  

a ll  l im its ; fo r , h a v in g  in v e n te d  w ic k e d n e ss  in  th e  b e g in n in g  a n d  so  in v o lv e d  

th e m se lv e s  in  d e a th  a n d  c o rru p tio n , th e y  h a d  g o n e  o n  g ra d u a lly  f ro m  b a d  to  

w o rse , n o t  s to p p in g  a t  a n y  o n e  k in d  o f  e v il, b u t  c o n tin u a lly , a s  w ith  in sa tia b le  

a p p e tite , d e v is in g  n e w  k in d s  o f  s in s . A d u lte r ie s  a n d  th e f ts  w e re  e v e ry w h e re ,  

m u rd e r  a n d  ra p in e  f ille d  th e  e a r th , la w  w a s  d is re g a rd e d  in  c o rru p tio n  a n d  

in ju s tic e , a ll k in d s  o f  in iq u itie s  w e re  p e rp e tra te d  b y  a ll, b o th  s in g ly  a n d  in  

c o m m o n . C itie s  w e re  w a rr in g  w ith  c itie s , n a tio n s  w e re  r is in g  a g a in s t  n a tio n s , 

a n d  th e  w h o le  e a r th  w a s  re n t  w ith  fa c tio n s  a n d  b a ttle s , w h ile  e a c h  s tro v e  to  

o u td o  th e  o th e r  in  w ic k e d n e ss . E v e n  c r im e s  c o n tra ry  to  n a tu re  w e re  n o t  

u n k n o w n , b u t  a s  th e  m a rty r-a p o s tle  o f  C h ris t sa y s : " T h e ir  w o m e n  c h a n g e d  th e  

n a tu ra l  u se  in to  th a t  w h ic h  is  a g a in s t  n a tu re ; a n d  th e  m e n  a lso , le a v in g  th e  

n a tu ra l u se  o f  th e  w o m a n , f la m e d  o u t  in  lu s t  to w a rd s  e a c h  o th e r , p e rp e tra tin g  

sh a m e le s s  a c ts  w ith  th e ir  o w n  se x , a n d  re c e iv in g  in  th e ir  o w n  p e rso n s  th e  d u e  

re c o m p e n se  o f  th e ir  p e rv e rte d n e ss ." [ll]

Chapter 1 Notes

1. i.e. the Contra Gentes.

2. Matt. xix. 4-6.

3. John i. 3.

4. Gen. i. 1.
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5. The Shepherd of Hermas, Book 2. par 1.

6. Heb. xi. 3.

7. Gen. ii. 16 f.

8. Wisdom vi. 18.

9. Psalm Ixxxii. 6 f.

10. Wisdom ii. 23 f.

11. Rom. i. 26 f.

2

The Divine Dilemma and Its Solution in the Incarnation

(6 )

W e  sa w  in  th e  la s t c h a p te r  th a t, b e c a u se  d e a th  a n d  c o rru p tio n  w e re  g a in in g  e v e r  

f irm e r  h o ld  o n  th e m , th e  h u m a n  ra c e  w a s  in  p ro c e ss  o f  d e s tru c tio n . M a n , w h o  

w a s  c re a te d  in  G o d 's  im a g e  a n d  in  h is  p o sse s s io n  o f  re a so n  re f le c te d  th e  v e ry  

W o rd  H im se lf , w a s  d isa p p e a r in g , a n d  th e  w o rk  o f  G o d  w a s  b e in g  u n d o n e . T h e  

la w  o f  d e a th , w h ic h  fo llo w e d  f ro m  th e  T ra n sg re s s io n , p re v a ile d  u p o n  u s , a n d  

f ro m  i t  th e re  w a s  n o  e sc a p e . T h e  th in g  th a t  w a s  h a p p e n in g  w a s  in  tru th  b o th  

m o n s tro u s  a n d  u n fittin g . I t  w o u ld , o f  c o u rse , h a v e  b e e n  u n th in k a b le  th a t  G o d  

sh o u ld  g o  b a c k  u p o n  H is  w o rd  a n d  th a t  m a n , h a v in g  tra n sg re s se d , sh o u ld  n o t  

d ie ; b u t  i t  w a s  e q u a lly  m o n s tro u s  th a t  b e in g s  w h ic h  o n c e  h a d  sh a re d  th e  n a tu re  

o f  th e  W o rd  sh o u ld  p e r ish  a n d  tu rn  b a c k  a g a in  in to  n o n -e x is te n c e  th ro u g h  

c o rru p tio n . I t  w a s  u n w o rth y  o f  th e  g o o d n e ss  o f  G o d  th a t  c re a tu re s  m a d e  b y  

H im  sh o u ld  b e  b ro u g h t  to  n o th in g  th ro u g h  th e  d e c e it  w ro u g h t u p o n  m a n  b y  th e  

d e v il; a n d  i t  w a s  su p re m e ly  u n fittin g  th a t  th e  w o rk  o f  G o d  in  m a n k in d  sh o u ld  

d isa p p e a r , e ith e r  th ro u g h  th e ir  o w n  n e g lig e n c e  o r  th ro u g h  th e  d e c e it o f  e v il 

sp ir its . A s, th e n , th e  c re a tu re s  w h o m  H e  h a d  c re a te d  re a so n a b le , l ik e  th e  W o rd ,  

w e re  in  fa c t  p e r ish in g , a n d  su c h  n o b le  w o rk s  w e re  o n  th e  ro a d  to  ru in , w h a t  

th e n  w a s  G o d , b e in g  G o o d , to  d o ?  W a s  H e  to  le t c o rru p tio n  a n d  d e a th  h a v e  

th e ir  w a y  w ith  th e m ?  In  th a t  c a se , w h a t  w a s  th e  u se  o f  h a v in g  m a d e  th e m  in  th e  

b e g in n in g ?  S u re ly  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  b e tte r  n e v e r  to  h a v e  b e e n  c re a te d  a t  a ll  

th a n , h a v in g  b e e n  c re a te d , to  b e  n e g le c te d  a n d  p e r ish ; a n d , b e s id e s  th a t, su c h  

in d if fe re n c e  to  th e  ru in  o f  H is  o w n  w o rk  b e fo re  H is  v e ry  e y e s  w o u ld  a rg u e  n o t  

g o o d n e ss  in  G o d  b u t  l im ita tio n , a n d  th a t  fa r  m o re  th a n  if  H e  h a d  n e v e r  c re a te d  
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m e n  a t  a ll. I t  w a s  im p o ss ib le , th e re fo re , th a t  G o d  sh o u ld  le a v e  m a n  to  b e  

c a rr ie d  o ff  b y  c o rru p tio n , b e c a u se  i t  w o u ld  b e  u n fittin g  a n d  u n w o rth y  o f  

H im se lf

(7 )  Y e t, tru e  th o u g h  th is  is , i t is  n o t  th e  w h o le  m a tte r . A s  w e  h a v e  a lre a d y  

n o te d , i t  w a s  u n th in k a b le  th a t  G o d , th e  F a th e r  o f  T ru th , sh o u ld  g o  b a c k  u p o n  

H is  w o rd  re g a rd in g  d e a th  in  o rd e r  to  e n su re  o u r  c o n tin u e d  e x is te n c e . H e  c o u ld  

n o t  fa ls ify  H im se lf ;  w h a t, th e n , w a s  G o d  to  d o ?  W a s  H e  to  d e m a n d  re p e n ta n c e  

f ro m  m e n  fo r  th e ir  tra n sg re s s io n ?  Y o u  m ig h t sa y  th a t  th a t  w a s  w o rth y  o f  G o d ,  

a n d  a rg u e  fu r th e r  th a t, a s  th ro u g h  th e  T ra n sg re s s io n  th e y  b e c a m e  su b je c t to  

c o rru p tio n , so  th ro u g h  re p e n ta n c e  th e y  m ig h t  re tu rn  to  in c o rru p tio n  a g a in . B u t  

re p e n ta n c e  w o u ld  n o t  g u a rd  th e  D iv in e  c o n s is te n c y , fo r , if  d e a th  d id  n o t  h o ld  

d o m in io n  o v e r  m e n , G o d  w o u ld  s till  re m a in  u n tru e . N o r  d o e s  re p e n tan c e  re c a ll  

m e n  f ro m  w h a t  is  a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir  n a tu re ; a ll th a t  i t  d o e s  is  to  m a k e  th e m  

c e a se  f ro m  s in n in g . H a d  i t b e e n  a  c a se  o f  a  tre sp a ss  o n ly , a n d  n o t  o f  a  

su b se q u e n t c o rru p tio n , re p e n ta n c e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  w e ll e n o u g h ; b u t  w h e n  

o n c e  tra n sg re s s io n  h a d  b e g u n  m e n  c a m e  u n d e r  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  c o rru p tio n  

p ro p e r  to  th e ir  n a tu re  a n d  w e re  b e re f t  o f  th e  g ra c e  w h ic h  b e lo n g e d  to  th e m  a s  

c re a tu re s  in  th e  Im a g e  o f  G o d . N o , re p e n tan c e  c o u ld  n o t  m e e t  th e  c a se . W h a t—  

o r  ra th e r Who w a s  i t  th a t  w a s  n e e d e d  fo r  su c h  g ra c e  a n d  su c h  re c a ll a s  w e  

re q u ired ?  W h o , sa v e  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  H im se lf , W h o  a lso  in  th e  b e g in n in g  h a d  

m a d e  a ll th in g s  o u t  o f  n o th in g ?  H is  p a r t  i t  w a s , a n d  H is  a lo n e , b o th  to  b rin g  

a g a in  th e  c o rru p tib le  to  in c o rru p tio n  a n d  to  m a in ta in  fo r  th e  F a th e r  H is  

c o n s is te n c y  o f  c h a ra c te r  w ith  a ll. F o r  H e  a lo n e , b e in g  W o rd  o f  th e  F a th e r  a n d  

a b o v e  a ll, w a s  in  c o n se q u e n c e  b o th  a b le  to  re c re a te  a ll, a n d  w o rth y  to  su ffe r  o n  

b e h a lf  o f  a ll a n d  to  b e  a n  a m b a ssa d o r  fo r  a ll w ith  th e  F a th e r.

(8 )  F o r  th is  p u rp o se , th e n , th e  in c o rp o re a l a n d  in c o rru p tib le  a n d  im m a te r ia l 

W o rd  o f  G o d  e n te re d  o u r  w o rld . In  o n e  se n se , in d e e d , H e  w a s  n o t  fa r  f ro m  i t  

b e fo re , fo r  n o  p a r t  o f  c re a tio n  h a d  e v e r  b e e n  w ith o u t  H im  W h o , w h ile  e v e r  

a b id in g  in  u n io n  w ith  th e  F a th e r , y e t  f ills  a ll th in g s  th a t  a re . B u t  n o w  H e  

e n te re d  th e  w o rld  in  a  n e w  w a y , s to o p in g  to  o u r  le v e l in  H is  lo v e  a n d  S e lf­

re v e a lin g  to  u s . H e  sa w  th e  re a so n a b le  ra c e , th e  ra c e  o f  m e n  th a t, l ik e  H im se lf , 

e x p re s se d  th e  F a th e r 's  M in d , w a s tin g  o u t o f  e x is te n c e , a n d  d e a th  re ig n in g  o v e r  

a ll in  c o rru p tio n . H e  sa w  th a t  c o rru p tio n  h e ld  u s  a ll  th e  c lo se r , b e c a u se  i t  w a s  

th e  p e n a lty  fo r  th e  T ra n sg re s s io n ;  H e  sa w , to o , h o w  u n th in k a b le  i t  w o u ld  b e  fo r  

th e  la w  to  b e  re p e a le d  b e fo re  i t  w a s  fu lf ille d . H e  sa w  h o w  u n se e m ly  i t  w a s  th a t  

th e  v e ry  th in g s  o f  w h ic h  H e  H im se lf  w a s  th e  A rtif ic e r  sh o u ld  b e  d isa p p e a r in g . 

H e  sa w  h o w  th e  su rp a ss in g  w ic k e d n e ss  o f  m e n  w a s  m o u n tin g  u p  a g a in s t  th e m ;  

H e  sa w  a lso  th e ir  u n iv e rsa l l ia b ility  to  d e a th . A ll th is  H e  sa w  a n d , p ity in g  o u r  

ra c e , m o v e d  w ith  c o m p a ss io n  fo r  o u r  l im ita tio n , u n a b le  to  e n d u re  th a t  d e a th  

sh o u ld  h a v e  th e  m a s te ry , ra th e r  th a n  th a t  H is  c re a tu re s  sh o u ld  p e r ish  a n d  th e  

w o rk  o f  H is  F a th e r  fo r  u s  m e n  c o m e  to  n o u g h t, H e  to o k  to  H im se lf  a  b o d y , a  
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h u m a n  b o d y  e v e n  a s  o u r  o w n . N o r  d id  H e  w ill m e re ly  to  b e c o m e  e m b o d ie d  o r  

m e re ly  to  a p p e a r ; h a d  th a t  b e e n  so , H e  c o u ld  h a v e  re v e a le d  H is  d iv in e  m a je s ty  

in  so m e  o th e r  a n d  b e tte r  w a y . N o , H e  to o k  our b o d y , a n d  n o t  o n ly  so , b u t  H e  

to o k  i t  d ire c tly  f ro m  a  sp o tle s s , s ta in le s s  v irg in , w ith o u t  th e  a g e n c y  o f  h u m a n  

fa th e r— a  p u re  b o d y , u n ta in te d  b y  in te rc o u rse  w ith  m a n . H e , th e  M ig h ty  O n e , 

th e  A rtif ic e r  o f  a ll, H im se lf  p re p a re d  th is  b o d y  in  th e  v irg in  a s  a  te m p le  fo r  

H im se lf , a n d  to o k  i t  fo r  H is  v e ry  o w n , a s  th e  in s tru m e n t  th ro u g h  w h ic h  H e  w a s  

k n o w n  a n d  in  w h ic h  H e  d w e lt. T h u s , ta k in g  a  b o d y  l ik e  o u r  o w n , b e c a u se  a ll  

o u r  b o d ie s  w e re  l ia b le  to  th e  c o rru p tio n  o f  d e a th , H e  su rre n d e re d  H is  b o d y  to  

d e a th  in s te a d  o f  a ll, a n d  o ffe re d  i t  to  th e  F a th e r . T h is  H e  d id  o u t o f  sh e e r  lo v e  

fo r  u s , so  th a t  in  H is  d e a th  a ll m ig h t  d ie , a n d  th e  la w  o f  d e a th  th e re b y  b e  

a b o lish e d  b e c a u se , h a v in g  fu lf ille d  in  H is  b o d y  th a t  fo r  w h ic h  i t  w a s  a p p o in te d ,  

i t  w a s  th e re a f te r  v o id e d  o f  i ts  p o w e r  fo r  m e n . T h is  H e  d id  th a t  H e  m ig h t  tu rn  

a g a in  to  in c o rru p tio n  m e n  w h o  h a d  tu rn e d  b a c k  to  c o rru p tio n , a n d  m a k e  th e m  

a liv e  th ro u g h  d e a th  b y  th e  a p p ro p r ia tio n  o f  H is  b o d y  a n d  b y  th e  g ra c e  o f  H is  

re su rre c tio n . T h u s  H e  w o u ld  m a k e  d e a th  to  d isa p p e a r  f ro m  th e m  a s  u tte r ly  a s  

s tra w  f ro m  f ire .

(9 )  T h e  W o rd  p e rc e iv e d  th a t  c o rru p tio n  c o u ld  n o t  b e  g o t  r id  o f  o th e rw ise  

th a n  th ro u g h  d e a th ; y e t  H e  H im se lf , a s  th e  W o rd , b e in g  im m o rta l a n d  th e  

F a th e r 's  S o n , w a s  su c h  a s  c o u ld  n o t  d ie . F o r  th is  re a so n , th e re fo re ,  H e  a ssu m e d  

a  b o d y  c a p a b le  o f  d e a th , in  o rd e r  th a t  i t , th ro u g h  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  W o rd  W h o  is  

a b o v e  a ll, m ig h t  b e c o m e  in  d y in g  a  su ff ic ie n t  e x c h a n g e  fo r  a ll, a n d , i ts e lf  

re m a in in g  in c o rru p tib le  th ro u g h  H is  in d w e llin g ,  m ig h t  th e re a f te r  p u t  a n  e n d  to  

c o rru p tio n  fo r  a ll o th e rs  a s  w e ll, b y  th e  g ra c e  o f  th e  re su rre c tio n . I t  w a s  b y  

su rre n d e r in g  to  d e a th  th e  b o d y  w h ic h  H e  h a d  ta k e n , a s  a n  o ffe r in g  a n d  sa c r if ic e  

f re e  f ro m  e v e ry  s ta in , th a t  H e  fo r th w ith  a b o lish e d  d e a th  fo r  H is  h u m a n  b re th re n  

b y  th e  o ffe r in g  o f  th e  e q u iv a len t. F o r  n a tu ra lly , s in c e  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  w a s  

a b o v e  a ll, w h e n  H e  o ffe re d  H is  o w n  te m p le  a n d  b o d ily  in s tru m e n t a s  a  

su b s titu te  fo r  th e  l ife  o f  a ll, H e  fu lf illed  in  d e a th  a ll th a t  w a s  re q u ire d . N a tu ra lly  

a lso , th ro u g h  th is  u n io n  o f  th e  im m o rta l S o n  o f  G o d  w ith  o u r  h u m a n  n a tu re , a ll  

m e n  w e re  c lo th e d  w ith  in c o rru p tio n  in  th e  p ro m ise  o f  th e  re su rre c tio n . F o r  th e  

so lid a r ity  o f  m a n k in d  is  su c h  th a t, b y  v ir tu e  o f  th e  W o rd 's  in d w e llin g  in  a  s in g le  

h u m a n  b o d y , th e  c o rru p tio n  w h ic h  g o e s  w ith  d e a th  h a s  lo s t  i ts  p o w e r  o v e r  a ll. 

Y o u  k n o w  h o w  i t  is  w h e n  so m e  g re a t  k in g  e n te rs  a  la rg e  c ity  a n d  d w e lls  in  o n e  

o f  i ts  h o u se s ; b e c a u se  o f  h is  d w e llin g  in  th a t s in g le  h o u se ,  th e  w h o le  c ity  is  

h o n o re d , a n d  e n e m ie s  a n d  ro b b e rs  c e a se  to  m o le s t i t . E v e n  so  is  i t  w ith  th e  

K in g  o f  a ll; H e  h a s  c o m e  in to  o u r  c o u n try  a n d  d w e lt in  o n e  b o d y  a m id s t  th e  

m a n y , a n d  in  c o n se q u e n c e  th e  d e s ig n s  o f  th e  e n e m y  a g a in s t  m a n k in d  h a v e  b e e n  

fo ile d  a n d  th e  c o rru p tio n  o f  d e a th , w h ic h  fo n n e r ly  h e ld  th e m  in  i ts  p o w e r , h a s  

s im p ly  c e a se d  to  b e . F o r  th e  h u m a n  ra c e  w o u ld  h a v e  p e r ish ed  u tte r ly  h a d  n o t  

th e  L o rd  a n d  S a v io r  o f  a ll, th e  S o n  o f  G o d , c o m e  a m o n g  u s  to  p u t  a n  e n d  to
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d e a th .

(1 0 )  T h is  g re a t  w o rk  w a s , in d e e d , su p re m e ly  w o rth y  o f  th e  g o o d n e ss  o f  

G o d . A  k in g  w h o  h a s  fo u n d e d  a  c ity , so  fa r  f ro m  n e g le c tin g  i t  w h e n  th ro u g h  th e  

c a re le s sn e ss  o f  th e  in h a b ita n ts  i t  is  a tta c k e d  b y  ro b b e rs , a v e n g e s  i t a n d  sa v e s  i t  

f ro m  d e s tru c tio n ,  h a v in g  re g a rd  ra th e r  to  h is  o w n  h o n o r  th a n  to  th e  p e o p le 's  

n e g le c t. M u c h  m o re , th e n , th e  W o rd  o f  th e  A ll-g o o d  F a th e r  w a s  n o t u n m in d fu l  

o f  th e  h u m a n  ra c e  th a t  H e  h a d  c a lle d  to  b e ; b u t  ra th e r , b y  th e  o ffe rin g  o f  H is  

o w n  b o d y  H e  a b o lish e d  th e  d e a th  w h ic h  th e y  h a d  in c u rred ,  a n d  c o rre c te d  th e ir  

n e g le c t  b y  H is  o w n  te a c h in g . T h u s  b y  H is  o w n  p o w e r  H e  re s to re d  th e  w h o le  

n a tu re  o f  m a n . T h e  S a v io r 's  o w n  in sp ire d  d isc ip le s  a ssu re  u s  o f  th is . W e  re a d  in  

o n e  p la c e : " F o r  th e  lo v e  o f  C h ris t  c o n s tra in e d !  u s , b e c a u se  w e  th u s  ju d g e  th a t,  

if  O n e  d ie d  o n  b e h a lf  o f  a ll, th e n  a ll d ie d , a n d  H e  d ie d  fo r  a ll th a t  w e  sh o u ld  n o  

lo n g e r  l iv e  u n to  o u rse lv e s , b u t  u n to  H im  w h o  d ie d  a n d  ro se  a g a in  f ro m  th e  

d e a d , e v e n  o u r  L o rd  Je su s  C h ris t." [l_ ] A n d  a g a in  a n o th e r  sa y s : " B u t w e  b e h o ld  

H im  W h o  h a th  b e e n  m a d e  a  l i t t le  lo w e r  th a n  th e  a n g e ls , e v e n  Je su s , b e c a u se  o f  

th e  su ffe r in g  o f  d e a th  c ro w n e d  w ith  g lo ry  a n d  h o n o r , th a t  b y  th e  g ra c e  o f  G o d  

H e  sh o u ld  ta s te  o f  d e a th  o n  b e h a lf  o f  e v e ry  m a n ."  T h e  sa m e  w rite r  g o e s  o n  to  

p o in t  o u t w h y  i t  w a s  n e c e ssa ry  fo r  G o d  th e  W o rd  a n d  n o n e  o th e r  to  b e c o m e  

M a n : " F o r  i t b e c a m e  H im , fo r  W h o m  a re  a ll th in g s  a n d  th ro u g h  W h o m  a re  a ll  

th in g s , in  b rin g in g  m a n y  so n s  u n to  g lo ry , to  m a k e  th e  A u th o r  o f  th e ir  sa lv a tio n  

p e rfe c t th ro u g h  su ffe rin g .  [2 ] H e  m e a n s  th a t  th e  re sc u e  o f  m a n k in d  f ro m  

c o rru p tio n  w a s  th e  p ro p e r  p a r t  o n ly  o f  H im  W h o  m a d e  th e m  in  th e  b e g in n in g . 

H e  p o in ts  o u t a lso  th a t  th e  W o rd  a ssu m e d  a  h u m a n  b o d y , e x p re s s ly  in  o rd e r  

th a t  H e  m ig h t o ffe r  i t in  sa c r if ic e  fo r  o th e r  l ik e  b o d ie s : " S in c e  th e n  th e  c h ild re n  

a re  sh a re rs  in  f le sh  a n d  b lo o d , H e  a lso  H im se lf  a ssu m e d  th e  sa m e , in  o rd e r  th a t  

th ro u g h  d e a th  H e  m ig h t  b rin g  to  n o u g h t  H im  th a t  h a th  th e  p o w e r  o f  d e a th , th a t  

is  to  sa y , th e  D e v il, a n d  m ig h t  re sc u e  th o se  w h o  a ll th e ir  l iv e s  w e re  e n s la v e d  b y  

th e  fe a r  o f  d e a th .  " [3 ] F o r  b y  th e  sa c r if ic e  o f  H is  o w n  b o d y  H e  d id  tw o  th in g s :  

H e  p u t a n  e n d  to  th e  la w  o f  d e a th  w h ic h  b a rre d  o u r  w a y ; a n d  H e  m a d e  a  n e w  

b e g in n in g  o f  l ife  fo r  u s , b y  g iv in g  u s  th e  h o p e  o f  re su rre c tio n . B y  m a n  d e a th  

h a s  g a in e d  i ts  p o w e r  o v e r  m e n ; b y  th e  W o rd  m a d e  M a n  d e a th  h a s  b e e n  

d e s tro y e d  a n d  l ife  ra ise d  u p  a n e w . T h a t  is  w h a t  P a u l sa y s , th a t  tru e  se rv a n t o f  

C h r is t: F o r  s in c e  b y  m a n  c a m e  d e a th , b y  m a n  c a m e  a lso  th e  re su rre c tio n  o f  th e  

d e a d . Ju s t a s  in  A d a m  a ll d ie , e v e n  so  in  C h ris t sh a ll a ll b e  m a d e  a liv e ," [4 1  a n d  

so  fo r th . N o w , th e re fo re ,  w h e n  w e  d ie  w e  n o  lo n g e r  d o  so  a s  m e n  c o n d e m n e d  to  

d e a th , b u t  a s  th o se  w h o  a re  e v e n  n o w  in  p ro c e ss  o f  r is in g  w e  a w a it th e  g e n e ra l  

re su rrec tio n  o f  a ll, " w h ic h  in  i ts  o w n  t im e s  H e  sh a ll sh o w ,"  [5 ] e v e n  G o d  W h o  

w ro u g h t  i t  a n d  b e s to w e d  i t  o n  u s .

T h is , th e n , is  th e  f irs t c a u se  o f  th e  S a v io r 's  b e c o m in g  M a n . T h e re  a re , 

h o w e v e r , o th e r  th in g s  w h ic h  sh o w  h o w  w h o lly  f itt in g  is  H is  b le s se d  p re se n ce  in  

o u r  m id s t; a n d  th e se  w e  m u s t  n o w  g o  o n  to  c o n s id e r .
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3

The Divine Dilemma and Its Solution in the Incarnation—continued

(H )

W h e n  G o d  th e  A lm ig h ty  w a s  m a k in g  m a n k in d  th ro u g h  H is  o w n  W o rd , H e  

p e rc e iv e d  th a t  th e y , o w in g  to  th e  l im ita tio n  o f  th e ir  n a tu re , c o u ld  n o t  o f  

th e m se lv e s  h a v e  a n y  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e ir  A rtif ic e r , th e  In c o rp o re a l a n d  

U n c re a te d . H e  to o k  p ity  o n  th e m , th e re fo re ,  a n d  d id  n o t  le a v e  th e m  d e s titu te  o f  

th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  H im se lf , le s t  th e ir  v e ry  e x is te n c e  sh o u ld  p ro v e  p u rp o se le s s . 

F o r  o f  w h a t  u se  is  e x is te n c e  to  th e  c re a tu re  if  i t  c a n n o t  k n o w  i ts  M a k e r?  H o w  

c o u ld  m e n  b e  re a so n a b le  b e in g s  if  th e y  h a d  n o  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  W o rd  a n d  

R e a so n  o f  th e  F a th e r, th ro u g h  W h o m  th e y  h a d  re c e iv e d  th e ir  b e in g ?  T h e y  

w o u ld  b e  n o  b e tte r  th a n  th e  b e a s ts , h a d  th e y  n o  k n o w le d g e  sa v e  o f  e a r th ly  

th in g s ; a n d  w h y  sh o u ld  G o d  h a v e  m a d e  th e m  a t  a ll, if  H e  h a d  n o t  in te n d e d  th e m  

to  k n o w  H im ?  B u t, in  fa c t, th e  g o o d  G o d  h a s  g iv e n  th e m  a  sh a re  in  H is  o w n  

Im a g e , th a t  is , in  o u r  L o rd  Je su s  C h ris t, a n d  h a s  m a d e  e v e n  th e m se lv e s  a f te r  th e  

sa m e  Im a g e  a n d  L ik e n e ss . W h y ?  S im p ly  in  o rd e r  th a t  th ro u g h  th is  g if t o f  

G o d lik e n e ss  in  th e m se lv e s  th e y  m a y  b e  a b le  to  p e rc e iv e  th e  Im a g e  A b so lu te , 

th a t  is  th e  W o rd  H im se lf , a n d  th ro u g h  H im  to  a p p re h e n d  th e  F a th e r ; w h ic h  

k n o w le d g e  o f  th e ir  M a k e r  is  fo r  m e n  th e  o n ly  re a lly  h a p p y  a n d  b le s se d  l ife .

B u t, a s  w e  h a v e  a lre a d y  se e n , m e n , fo o lish  a s  th e y  a re , th o u g h t  l i t t le  o f  th e  

g ra c e  th e y  h a d  re c e iv ed ,  a n d  tu rn e d  a w a y  f ro m  G o d . T h e y  d e f ile d  th e ir  o w n  

so u l so  c o m p le te ly  th a t  th e y  n o t  o n ly  lo s t  th e ir  a p p re h e n s io n  o f  G o d , b u t  

in v e n te d  fo r  th e m se lv e s  o th e r  g o d s  o f  v a r io u s  k in d s . T h e y  fa sh io n e d  id o ls  fo r  

th e m se lv e s  in  p la c e  o f  th e  tru th  a n d  re v e ren c e d  th in g s  th a t  a re  n o t, ra th e r  th a n  
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G o d  W h o  is , a s  S t. P a u l sa y s , " w o rsh ip p in g  th e  c re a tu re  ra th e r  th a n  th e  

C re a to r .  " [1 ] M o re o v e r , a n d  m u c h  w o rse , th e y  tra n s fe rre d  th e  h o n o r  w h ic h  is  

d u e  to  G o d  to  m a te r ia l o b je c ts  su c h  a s  w o o d  a n d  s to n e , a n d  a lso  to  m a n ; a n d  

fu r th e r  e v e n  th a n  th a t  th e y  w e n t, a s  w e  sa id  in  o u r  fo rm e r  b o o k . In d e e d , so  

im p io u s  w e re  th e y  th a t  th e y  w o rsh ip p e d  e v il sp ir its  a s  g o d s  in  sa tis fa c tio n  o f  

th e ir  lu s ts . T h e y  sa c r if ic e d  b ru te  b e a s ts  a n d  im m o la te d  m e n , a s  th e  ju s t  d u e  o f  

th e se  d e itie s , th e re b y  b rin g in g  th e m se lv e s  m o re  a n d  m o re  u n d e r  th e ir  in sa n e  

c o n tro l. M a g ic  a r ts  a lso  w e re  ta u g h t a m o n g  th e m , o ra c le s  in  su n d ry  p la c e s  le d  

m e n  a s tra y , a n d  th e  c a u se  o f  e v e ry th in g  in  h u m a n  l ife  w a s  tra c e d  to  th e  s ta rs  a s  

th o u g h  n o th in g  e x is te d  b u t  th a t  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  se e n . In  a  w o rd , im p ie ty  a n d  

la w le s sn e ss  w e re  e v e ry w h e re , a n d  n e ith e r  G o d  n o r  H is  W o rd  w a s  k n o w n . Y e t  

H e  h a d  n o t  h id d e n  H im se lf  f ro m  th e  s ig h t o f  m e n  n o r  g iv e n  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  

H im se lf  in  o n e  w a y  o n ly ; b u t  ra th e r  H e  h a d  u n fo ld e d  i t  in  m a n y  fo rm s  a n d  b y  

m a n y  w a y s .

(1 2 )  G o d  k n e w  th e  l im ita tio n  o f  m a n k in d , y o u  se e ; a n d  th o u g h  th e  g ra c e  o f  

b e in g  m a d e  in  H is  Im a g e  w a s  su ff ic ie n t  to  g iv e  th e m  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  W o rd  

a n d  th ro u g h  H im  o f  th e  F a th e r , a s  a  sa fe g u a rd  a g a in s t  th e ir  n e g le c t  o f  th is  

g ra c e , H e  p ro v id e d  th e  w o rk s  o f  c re a tio n  a lso  a s  m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  th e  M a k e r  

m ig h t  b e  k n o w n . N o r  w a s  th is  a ll. M a n 's  n e g le c t o f  th e  in d w e llin g  g ra c e  te n d s  

e v e r  to  in c re a se ; a n d  a g a in s t th is  fu r th e r  f ra ilty  a lso  G o d  m a d e  p ro v is io n  b y  

g iv in g  th e m  a  la w , a n d  b y  se n d in g  p ro p h e ts , m e n  w h o m  th e y  k n e w . T h u s , if  

th e y  w e re  ta rd y  in  lo o k in g  u p  to  h e a v e n , th e y  m ig h t s till g a in  k n o w le d g e  o f  

th e ir  M a k e r  f ro m  th o se  c lo se  a t  h a n d ; fo r  m e n  c a n  le a rn  d ire c tly  a b o u t  h ig h e r  

th in g s  f ro m  o th e r  m e n . T h re e  w a y s  th u s  la y  o p e n  to  th e m , b y  w h ic h  th e y  m ig h t  

o b ta in  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d . T h e y  c o u ld  lo o k  u p  in to  th e  im m e n s ity  o f  

h e a v e n , a n d  b y  p o n d e r in g  th e  h a n n o n y  o f  c re a tio n  c o m e  to  k n o w  i ts  R u le r , th e  

W o rd  o f  th e  F a th e r , W h o se  a ll- ru lin g  p ro v id e n c e  m a k e s  k n o w n  th e  F a th e r  to  

a ll. O r, if  th is  w a s  b e y o n d  th e m , th e y  c o u ld  c o n v e rse  w ith  h o ly  m e n , a n d  

th ro u g h  th e m  le a rn  to  k n o w  G o d , th e  A rtif ic e r  o f  a ll  th in g s ,  th e  F a th e r  o f  

C h ris t, a n d  to  re c o g n iz e  th e  w o rsh ip  o f  id o ls  a s  th e  n e g a tio n  o f  th e  tru th  a n d  

f r ill o f  a ll im p ie ty . O r  e lse , in  th e  th ird  p la c e , th e y  c o u ld  c e a se  f ro m  

lu k e w a rm n e ss  a n d  le a d  a  g o o d  l ife  m e re ly  b y  k n o w in g  th e  la w . F o r  th e  la w  w a s  

n o t  g iv e n  o n ly  fo r  th e  Je w s , n o r  w a s  i t  so le ly  fo r  th e ir  sa k e  th a t  G o d  se n t  th e  

p ro p h e ts , th o u g h  i t  w a s  to  th e  Je w s  th a t  th e y  w e re  se n t a n d  b y  th e  Je w s  th a t  

th e y  w e re  p e rse c u ted . T h e  la w  a n d  th e  p ro p h e ts  w e re  a  sa c re d  sc h o o l o f  th e  

k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d  a n d  th e  c o n d u c t o f  th e  sp ir itu a l l ife  fo r  th e  w h o le  w o rld .

S o  g re a t, in d e e d , w e re  th e  g o o d n e ss  a n d  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . Y e t m e n , b o w e d  

d o w n  b y  th e  p le a su re s  o f  th e  m o m e n t a n d  b y  th e  f ra u d s  a n d  i l lu s io n s  o f  th e  e v il  

sp ir its , d id  n o t  l if t  u p  th e ir  h e a d s  to w a rd s  th e  tru th . S o  b u rd e n ed  w e re  th e y  w ith  

th e ir  w ic k e d n e sse s  th a t  th e y  se e m e d  ra th e r  to  b e  b ru te  b e a s ts  th a n  re a so n a b le  

m e n , re f le c tin g  th e  v e ry  L ik e n e ss  o f  th e  W o rd .
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(1 3 )  W h a t  w a s  G o d  to  d o  in  fa c e  o f  th is  d e h u m a n is in g  o f  m a n k in d ,  th is  

u n iv e rsa l h id in g  o f  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  H im se lf  b y  th e  w ile s  o f  e v il sp ir its ?  W a s  

H e  to  k e e p  s ile n c e  b e fo re  so  g re a t a  w ro n g  a n d  le t  m e n  g o  o n  b e in g  th u s  

d e c e iv e d  a n d  k e p t  in  ig n o ra n c e  o f  H im se lf?  I f  so , w h a t  w a s  th e  u se  o f  h a v in g  

m a d e  th e m  in  H is  o w n  Im a g e  o rig in a lly ?  I t  w o u ld  su re ly  h a v e  b e e n  b e tte r  fo r  

th e m  a lw a y s  to  h a v e  b e e n  b ru te s , ra th e r  th a n  to  re v e r t to  th a t  c o n d itio n  w h e n  

o n c e  th e y  h a d  sh a re d  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  W o rd . A g a in , th in g s  b e in g  a s  th e y  w e re ,  

w h a t  w a s  th e  u se  o f  th e ir  e v e r  h a v in g  h a d  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d ?  S u re ly  i t  

w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  b e tte r  fo r  G o d  n e v e r  to  h a v e  b e s to w e d  i t , th a n  th a t  m e n  

sh o u ld  su b se q u e n tly  b e  fo u n d  u n w o rth y  to  re c e iv e  i t . S im ila r ly , w h a t  p o ss ib le  

p ro f it c o u ld  i t  b e  to  G o d  H im se lf , W h o  m a d e  m e n , if  w h e n  m a d e  th e y  d id  n o t  

w o rsh ip  H im , b u t  re g a rd e d  o th e rs  a s  th e ir  m a k e rs?  T h is  w o u ld  b e  ta n ta m o u n t  to  

H is  h a v in g  m a d e  th e m  fo r  o th e rs  a n d  n o t fo r  H im se lf . E v e n  a n  e a r th ly  k in g ,  

th o u g h  h e  is  o n ly  a  m a n , d o e s  n o t  a llo w  la n d s  th a t  h e  h a s  c o lo n iz e d  to  p a ss  in to  

o th e r  h a n d s  o r  to  d e se r t  to  o th e r  ru le rs , b u t  se n d s  le tte rs  a n d  f r ie n d s  a n d  e v e n  

v is its  th e m  h im se lf  to  re c a ll  th e m  to  th e ir  a lle g ia n c e , ra th e r  th a n  a llo w  H is  w o rk  

to  b e  u n d o n e . H o w  m u c h  m o re , th e n , w ill G o d  b e  p a tie n t  a n d  p a in s ta k in g  w ith  

H is  c re a tu re s , th a t  th e y  b e  n o t  le d  a s tra y  f ro m  H im  to  th e  se rv ic e  o f  th o se  th a t  

a re  n o t, a n d  th a t  a ll  th e  m o re  b e c a u se  su c h  e rro r  m e a n s  fo r  th e m  sh e e r  ru in , a n d  

b e c a u se  i t  is  n o t  r ig h t  th a t  th o se  w h o  h a d  o n c e  sh a re d  H is  Im a g e  sh o u ld  b e  

d e s tro y e d .

W h a t, th e n , w a s  G o d  to  d o ?  W h a t  e lse  c o u ld  H e  p o ss ib ly  d o , b e in g  G o d ,  

b u t  re n e w  H is  Im a g e  in  m a n k in d , so  th a t  th ro u g h  i t  m e n  m ig h t  o n c e  m o re  c o m e  

to  k n o w  H im ?  A n d  h o w  c o u ld  th is  b e  d o n e  sa v e  b y  th e  c o m in g  o f  th e  v e ry  

Im a g e  H im se lf , o u r  S a v io r  Je su s  C h ris t?  M e n  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  d o n e  i t , fo r  th e y  

a re  o n ly  m a d e  a f te r  th e  Im a g e ; n o r  c o u ld  a n g e ls  h a v e  d o n e  i t , fo r  th e y  a re  n o t  

th e  im a g e s  o f  G o d . T h e  W o rd  o f  G o d  c a m e  in  H is  o w n  P e rso n , b e c a u se  i t  w a s  

H e  a lo n e , th e  Im a g e  o f  th e  F a th e r  W h o  c o u ld  re c re a te  m a n  m a d e  a f te r  th e  

Im a g e .

In  o rd e r  to  e ffe c t  th is  re -c re a tio n ,  h o w e v e r , H e  h a d  f irs t  to  d o  a w a y  w ith  

d e a th  a n d  c o rru p tio n . T h e re fo re  H e  a ssu m e d  a  h u m a n  b o d y , in  o rd e r  th a t  in  i t  

d e a th  m ig h t  o n c e  fo r  a ll b e  d e s tro y e d , a n d  th a t  m e n  m ig h t  b e  re n e w e d  

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  Im a g e . T h e  Im a g e  o f  th e  F a th e r  o n ly  w a s  su ff ic ie n t  fo r  th is  

n e e d . H e re  is  a n  i l lu s tra tio n  to  p ro v e  i t .

(1 4 )  Y o u  k n o w  w h a t  h a p p e n s  w h e n  a  p o rtra it th a t  h a s  b e e n  p a in te d  o n  a  

p a n e l b e c o m e s  o b lite ra te d  th ro u g h  e x te rn a l s ta in s . T h e  a r tis t  d o e s  n o t  th ro w  

a w a y  th e  p a n e l, b u t  th e  su b je c t  o f  th e  p o rtra it h a s  to  c o m e  a n d  s it fo r  i t  a g a in ,  

a n d  th e n  th e  l ik e n e ss  is  re -d ra w n  o n  th e  sa m e  m a te r ia l. E v e n  so  w a s  i t  w ith  th e  

A ll-h o ly  S o n  o f  G o d . H e , th e  Im a g e  o f  th e  F a th e r , c a m e  a n d  d w e lt  in  o u r  m id s t,  

in  o rd e r  th a t  H e  m ig h t  re n e w  m a n k in d  m a d e  a f te r  H im se lf , a n d  se e k  o u t  H is  

lo s t  sh e e p , e v e n  a s  H e  sa y s  in  th e  G o sp e l: " I c a m e  to  se e k  a n d  to  sa v e  th a t  
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w h ic h  w a s  lo s t.[2 ] T h is  a lso  e x p la in s  H is  sa y in g  to  th e  Je w s : " E x c e p t  a  m a n  b e  

b o m  a n e w  . . ." [3 ] a  H e  w a s  n o t  re fe rrin g  to  a  m a n 's  n a tu ra l  b ir th  f ro m  h is  

m o th e r , a s  th e y  th o u g h t, b u t  to  th e  re -b ir th  a n d  re -c re a tio n  o f  th e  so u l in  th e  

Im a g e  o f  G o d .

N o r  w a s  th is  th e  o n ly  th in g  w h ic h  o n ly  th e  W o rd  c o u ld  d o . W h e n  th e  

m a d n e ss  o f  id o la try  a n d  ir ré lig io n  f ille d  th e  w o rld  a n d  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d  

w a s  h id d e n , w h o se  p a r t  w a s  i t  to  te a c h  th e  w o rld  a b o u t  th e  F a th e r?  M a n 's , 

w o u ld  y o u  sa y ?  B u t m e n  c a n n o t  ru n  e v e ry w h e re  o v e r  th e  w o rld , n o r  w o u ld  

th e ir  w o rd s  c a n y  su ff ic ie n t w e ig h t if  th e y  d id , n o r  w o u ld  th e y  b e , u n a id e d , a  

m a tc h  fo r  th e  e v il sp ir its . M o re o v e r , s in c e  e v e n  th e  b e s t o f  m e n  w e re  c o n fu se d  

a n d  b lin d e d  b y  e v il, h o w  c o u ld  th e y  c o n v e r t th e  so u ls  a n d  m in d s  o f  o th e rs?  Y o u  

c a n n o t  p u t s tra ig h t in  o th e rs  w h a t is  w a rp e d  in  y o u rse lf . P e rh a p s  y o u  w ill sa y , 

th e n , th a t  c re a tio n  w a s  e n o u g h  to  te a c h  m e n  a b o u t  th e  F a th e r . B u t  if  th a t  h a d  

b e e n  so , su c h  g re a t e v ils  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  o c c u rre d . C re a tio n  w a s  th e re  a ll th e  

t im e , b u t i t  d id  n o t p re v e n t m e n  f ro m  w a llo w in g  in  e rro r . O n c e  m o re , th e n , i t  

w a s  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d , W h o  se e s  a ll  th a t  is  in  m a n  a n d  m o v e s  a ll th in g s  in  

c re a tio n , W h o  a lo n e  c o u ld  m e e t  th e  n e e d s  o f  th e  s itu a tio n . I t  w a s  H is  p a r t a n d  

H is  a lo n e , W h o se  o rd e r in g  o f  th e  u n iv e rse  re v e a ls  th e  F a th e r , to  re n e w  th e  

sa m e  te a c h in g . B u t h o w  w a s  H e  to  d o  i t?  B y  th e  sa m e  m e a n s  a s  b e fo re , p e rh a p s  

y o u  w ill sa y , th a t  is , th ro u g h  th e  w o rk s  o f  c re a tio n . B u t  th is  w a s  p ro v e n  

in su ff ic ie n t. M e n  h a d  n e g le c te d  to  c o n s id e r  th e  h e a v e n s  b e fo re , a n d  n o w  th e y  

w e re  lo o k in g  in  th e  o p p o s ite  d ire c tio n . W h e re fo re , in  a ll n a tu ra ln e s s  a n d  

f itn e s s , d e s ir in g  to  d o  g o o d  to  m e n , a s  M a n  H e  d w e lls , ta k in g  to  H im se lf  a  b o d y  

l ik e  th e  re s t; a n d  th ro u g h  H is  a c tio n s  d o n e  in  th a t  b o d y , a s  i t  w e re  o n  th e ir  o w n  

le v e l, H e  te a c h e s  th o se  w h o  w o u ld  n o t  le a rn  b y  o th e r  m e a n s  to  k n o w  H im se lf , 

th e  W o rd  o f  G o d , a n d  th ro u g h  H im  th e  F a th e r .

(1 5 )  H e  d e a ls  w ith  th e m  a s  a  g o o d  te a c h e r  w ith  h is  p u p ils , c o m in g  d o w n  to  

th e ir  le v e l a n d  u s in g  s im p le  m e a n s . S t. P a u l sa y s  a s  m u c h : " B e c a u se  in  th e  

w isd o m  o f  G o d  th e  w o rld  in  i ts  w isd o m  k n e w  n o t  G o d , G o d  th o u g h t  f it  th ro u g h  

th e  s im p lic ity  o f  th e  N e w s  p ro c la im e d  to  sa v e  th o se  w h o  b e lie v e .  " [4 ] M e n  h a d  

tu rn e d  f ro m  th e  c o n te m p la tio n  o f  G o d  a b o v e , a n d  w e re  lo o k in g  fo r  H im  in  th e  

o p p o s ite  d ire c tio n , d o w n  a m o n g  c re a te d  th in g s  a n d  th in g s  o f  se n se . T h e  S a v io r  

o f  u s  a ll, th e  W o rd  o f  G o d , in  H is  g re a t lo v e  to o k  to  H im se lf  a  b o d y  a n d  m o v e d  

a s  M a n  a m o n g  m e n , m e e tin g  th e ir  se n se s , so  to  sp e a k , h a lf  w a y . H e  b e c a m e  

H im se lf  a n  o b je c t fo r  th e  se n se s , so  th a t  th o se  w h o  w e re  se e k in g  G o d  in  

se n s ib le  th in g s  m ig h t  a p p re h en d  th e  F a th e r  th ro u g h  th e  w o rk s  w h ic h  H e , th e  

W o rd  o f  G o d , d id  in  th e  b o d y . H u m a n  a n d  h u m a n  m in d e d  a s  m e n  w e re , 

th e re fo re ,  to  w h ic h e v e r  s id e  th e y  lo o k e d  in  th e  se n s ib le  w o rld  th e y  fo u n d  

th e m se lv e s  ta u g h t  th e  tru th . W e re  th e y  a w e -s tric k e n  b y  c re a tio n ?  T h e y  b e h e ld  i t  

c o n fe s s in g  C h ris t  a s  L o rd . D id  th e ir  m in d s  te n d  to  re g a rd  m e n  a s  G o d s?  T h e  

u n iq u e n e ss  o f  th e  S a v io r 's  w o rk s  m a rk e d  H im , a lo n e  o f  m e n , a s  S o n  o f  G o d .
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W e re  th e y  d ra w n  to  e v il sp ir its ?  T h e y  sa w  th e m  d riv e n  o u t  b y  th e  L o rd  a n d  

le a rn e d  th a t  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  a lo n e  w a s  G o d  a n d  th a t  th e  e v il sp ir its  w e re  n o t  

g o d s  a t  a ll. W e re  th e y  in c lin e d  to  h e ro -w o rsh ip  a n d  th e  c u lt  o f  th e  d e a d ?  T h e n  

th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  S a v io r  h a d  r is e n  f ro m  th e  d e a d  sh o w e d  th e m  h o w  fa lse  th e se  

o th e r  d e itie s  w e re , a n d  th a t  th e  W o rd  o f  th e  F a th e r  is  th e  o n e  tru e  L o rd , th e  

L o rd  e v e n  o f  d e a th . F o r  th is  re a so n  w a s  H e  b o th  b o m  a n d  m a n ife s te d  a s  M a n , 

fo r  th is  H e  d ie d  a n d  ro se , in  o rd e r  th a t, e c lip s in g  b y  H is  w o rk s  a ll o th e r  h u m a n  

d e e d s , H e  m ig h t  re c a ll m e n  f ro m  a ll th e  p a th s  o f  e rro r  to  k n o w  th e  F a th e r . A s 

H e  sa y s  H im se lf , " I  c a m e  to  se e k  a n d  to  sa v e  th a t  w h ic h  w a s  lo s t.  " [5 1

(1 6 )  W h e n , th e n , th e  m in d s  o f  m e n  h a d  fa lle n  f in a lly  to  th e  le v e l o f  se n s ib le  

th in g s , th e  W o rd  su b m itte d  to  a p p e a r  in  a  b o d y , in  o rd e r  th a t  H e , a s  M a n , m ig h t  

c e n te r  th e ir  se n se s  o n  H im se lf , a n d  c o n v in c e  th e m  th ro u g h  H is  h u m a n  a c ts  th a t  

H e  H im se lf  is  n o t  m a n  o n ly  b u t  a lso  G o d , th e  W o rd  a n d  W isd o m  o f  th e  tru e  

G o d . T h is  is  w h a t P a u l  w a n ts  to  te ll  u s  w h e n  h e  sa y s : " T h a t  y e , b e in g  ro o te d  

a n d  g ro u n d e d  in  lo v e , m a y  b e  s tro n g  to  a p p re h e n d  w ith  a ll th e  sa in ts  w h a t is  th e  

le n g th  a n d  b re a d th  a n d  h e ig h t  a n d  d e p th , a n d  to  k n o w  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  th a t  

su rp a sse s  k n o w le d g e , so  th a t  y e  m a y  b e  f ille d  u n to  a ll th e  fu lln e s s  o f  G o d .  " [6 ]  

T h e  S e lf-  re v e a lin g  o f  th e  W o rd  is  in  e v e ry  d im e n s io n — a b o v e , in  c re a tio n ;  

b e lo w , in  th e  In c a rn a tio n ; in  th e  d e p th , in  H a d e s ; in  th e  b re a d th , th ro u g h o u t  th e  

w o rld . A ll th in g s  h a v e  b e e n  f ille d  w ith  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d .

F o r  th is  re a so n  H e  d id  n o t o ffe r  th e  sa c r if ic e  o n  b e h a lf  o f  a ll im m e d ia te ly  

H e  c a m e , fo r  if  H e  h a d  su rre n d e re d  H is  b o d y  to  d e a th  a n d  th e n  ra ise d  i t  a g a in  a t  

o n c e  H e  w o u ld  h a v e  c e a se d  to  b e  a n  o b je c t  o f  o u r  se n se s . In s te a d  o f  th a t, H e  

s ta y e d  in  H is  b o d y  a n d  le t H im se lf  b e  se e n  in  i t , d o in g  a c ts  a n d  g iv in g  s ig n s  

w h ic h  sh o w e d  H im  to  b e  n o t o n ly  m a n , b u t a lso  G o d  th e  W o rd . T h e re  w e re  

th u s  tw o  th in g s  w h ic h  th e  S a v io r  d id  fo r  u s  b y  b e c o m in g  M a n . H e  b a n ish e d  

d e a th  f ro m  u s  a n d  m a d e  u s  a n e w ; a n d , in v is ib le  a n d  im p e rc e p tib le  a s  in  

H im se lf  H e  is , H e  b e c a m e  v is ib le  th ro u g h  H is  w o rk s  a n d  re v e a le d  H im se lf  a s  

th e  W o rd  o f  th e  F a th e r , th e  R u le r  a n d  K in g  o f  th e  w h o le  c re a tio n .

(1 7 )  T h e re  is  a  p a ra d o x  in  th is  la s t s ta te m e n t  w h ic h  w e  m u s t  n o w  e x a m in e .  

T h e  W o rd  w a s  n o t  h e d g e d  in  b y  H is  b o d y , n o r  d id  H is  p re se n ce  in  th e  b o d y  

p re v e n t H is  b e in g  p re se n t  e lse w h e re  a s  w e ll. W h e n  H e  m o v e d  H is  b o d y  H e  d id  

n o t  c e a se  a lso  to  d ire c t  th e  u n iv e rse  b y  H is  M in d  a n d  m ig h t. N o . T h e  m a rv e lo u s  

tru th  is , th a t  b e in g  th e  W o rd , so  fa r  f ro m  b e in g  H im se lf  c o n ta in e d  b y  a n y th in g , 

H e  a c tu a lly  c o n ta in e d  a ll th in g s  H im se lf . In  c re a tio n  H e  is  p re se n t  e v e ry w h e re ,  

y e t  is  d is tin c t  in  b e in g  f ro m  i t ; o rd e r in g , d ire c tin g , g iv in g  l ife  to  a ll, c o n ta in in g  

a ll, y e t  is  H e  H im se lf  th e  U n c o n ta in e d , e x is tin g  so le ly  in  H is  F a th e r . A s  w ith  

th e  w h o le , so  a lso  is  i t  w ith  th e  p a r t. E x is tin g  in  a  h u m a n  b o d y , to  w h ic h  H e  

H im se lf  g iv e s  l ife , H e  is  s till S o u rc e  o f  l ife  to  a ll th e  u n iv e rse ,  p re se n t  in  e v e ry  

p a r t  o f  i t , y e t o u ts id e  th e  w h o le ; a n d  H e  is  re v e a le d  b o th  th ro u g h  th e  w o rk s  o f  

H is  b o d y  a n d  th ro u g h  H is  a c tiv ity  in  th e  w o rld . I t is , in d e e d , th e  fu n c tio n  o f  

20



so u l to  behold th in g s  th a t  a re  o u ts id e  th e  b o d y , b u t  i t  c a n n o t e n e rg ize  o r  m o v e  

th e m . A  m a n  c a n n o t  tra n sp o r t  th in g s  f ro m  o n e  p la c e  to  a n o th e r , fo r  in s ta n c e ,  

m e re ly  b y  th in k in g  a b o u t th e m ; n o r  c a n  y o u  o r  I m o v e  th e  su n  a n d  th e  s ta rs  ju s t  

b y  s ittin g  a t  h o m e  a n d  lo o k in g  a t  th e m . W ith  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  in  H is  h u m a n  

n a tu re , h o w e v e r , i t  w a s  o th e rw ise . H is  b o d y  w a s  fo r  H im  n o t  a  l im ita tio n , b u t  

a n  in s tru m e n t, so  th a t  H e  w a s  b o th  in  i t  a n d  in  a ll th in g s , a n d  o u ts id e  a ll  th in g s ,  

re s tin g  in  th e  F a th e r  a lo n e . A t  o n e  a n d  th e  sa m e  t im e — th is  is  th e  w o n d e r—  a s  

M a n  H e  w a s  l iv in g  a  h u m a n  l ife , a n d  a s  W o rd  H e  w a s  su s ta in in g  th e  l ife  o f  th e  

u n iv e rse , a n d  a s  S o n  H e  w a s  in  c o n s ta n t  u n io n  w ith  th e  F a th e r . N o t  e v e n  H is  

b ir th  f ro m  a  v irg in , th e re fo re ,  c h a n g e d  H im  in  a n y  w a y , n o r  w a s  H e  d e f ile d  b y  

b e in g  in  th e  b o d y . R a th e r , H e  sa n c tif ie d  th e  b o d y  b y  b e in g  in  i t . F o r  H is  b e in g  

in  e v e ry th in g  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  th a t  H e  sh a re s  th e  n a tu re  o f  e v e ry th in g , o n ly  th a t  

H e  g iv e s  a ll th in g s  th e ir  b e in g  a n d  su s ta in s  th e m  in  i t . Ju s t  a s  th e  su n  is  n o t  

d e f ile d  b y  th e  c o n ta c t  o f  i ts  ra y s  w ith  e a r th ly  o b je c ts , b u t  ra th e r  e n lig h te n s  a n d  

p u rif ie s  th e m , so  H e  W h o  m a d e  th e  su n  is  n o t  d e f ile d  b y  b e in g  m a d e  k n o w n  in  

a  b o d y , b u t ra th e r  th e  b o d y  is  c le a n se d  a n d  q u ic k e n e d  b y  H is  in d w e llin g , " W h o  

d id  n o  s in , n e ith e r  w a s  g u ile  fo u n d  in  H is  m o u th .  " 1 7 1

(1 8 )  Y o u  m u s t  u n d e rs ta n d , th e re fo re , th a t  w h e n  w rite rs  o n  th is  sa c re d  

th e m e  sp e a k  o f  H im  a s  e a tin g  a n d  d rin k in g  a n d  b e in g  b o m , th e y  m e a n  th a t  th e  

b o d y , a s  a  b o d y , w a s  b o m  a n d  su s ta in e d  w ith  th e  fo o d  p ro p e r  to  i ts  n a tu re ;  

w h ile  G o d  th e  W o rd , W h o  w a s  u n ite d  w ith  i t , w a s  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  o rd e r in g  th e  

u n iv e rse  a n d  re v e a lin g  H im se lf  th ro u g h  H is  b o d ily  a c ts  a s  n o t  m a n  o n ly  b u t  

G o d . T h o se  a c ts  a re  r ig h tly  sa id  to  b e  H is  a c ts , b e c a u se  th e  b o d y  w h ic h  d id  

th e m  d id  in d e e d  b e lo n g  to  H im  a n d  n o n e  o th e r ; m o re o v e r , i t  w a s  r ig h t  th a t  th e y  

sh o u ld  b e  th u s  a ttr ib u te d  to  H im  a s  M a n , in  o rd e r  to  sh o w  th a t  H is  b o d y  w a s  a  

re a l o n e  a n d  n o t m e re ly  a n  a p p e a ra n c e . F ro m  su c h  o rd in a ry  a c ts  a s  b e in g  b o m  

a n d  ta k in g  fo o d , H e  w a s  re c o g n iz e d  a s  b e in g  a c tu a lly  p re se n t  in  th e  b o d y ; b u t  

b y  th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  a c ts  w h ic h  H e  d id  th ro u g h  th e  b o d y  H e  p ro v e d  H im se lf  to  

b e  th e  S o n  o f  G o d . T h a t is  th e  m e a n in g  o f  H is  w o rd s  to  th e  u n b e lie v in g  Je w s : 

" If  I d o  n o t  th e  w o rk s  o f  M y  F a th e r , b e lie v e  M e  n o t;  b u t  if  I d o , e v e n  if  y e  

b e lie v e  n o t  M e , b e lie v e  M y  w o rk s , th a t  y e  m a y  k n o w  th a t  th e  F a th e r  is  in  M e  

a n d  I in  th e  F a th e r ."

In v is ib le  in  H im se lf , H e  is  k n o w n  f ro m  th e  w o rk s  o f  c re a tio n ; so  a lso , 

w h e n  H is  G o d h e a d  is  v e ile d  in  h u m a n  n a tu re , H is  b o d ily  a c ts  s till d e c la re  H im  

to  b e  n o t  m a n  o n ly , b u t  th e  P o w e r  a n d  W o rd  o f  G o d . T o  sp e a k  a u th o r ita tiv e ly  

to  e v il sp ir its , fo r  in s ta n c e , a n d  to  d riv e  th e m  o u t, is  n o t  h u m a n  b u t d iv in e ; a n d  

w h o  c o u ld  se e -H im  c u r in g  a ll  th e  d ise a se s  to  w h ic h  m a n k in d  is  p ro n e , a n d  s till  

d e e m  H im  m e re  m a n  a n d  n o t  a lso  G o d ?  H e  c le a n se d  le p e rs , H e  m a d e  th e  la m e  

to  w a lk , H e  o p e n e d  th e  e a rs  o f  th e  d e a f  a n d  th e  e y e s  o f  th e  b lin d , th e re  w a s  n o  

s ic k n e ss  o r  w e a k n e ss  th a t-H e  d id  n o t  d riv e  a w a y . E v e n  th e  m o s t c a su a l  

o b se rv e r  c a n  se e  th a t  th e se  w e re  a c ts  o f  G o d . T h e  h e a lin g  o f  th e  m a n  b o m  
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b lin d , fo r  in s ta n c e , w h o  b u t  th e  F a th e r  a n d  A rtif ic e r o f  m a n , th e  C o n tro lle r o f  

h is  w h o le  b e in g , c o u ld  th u s  h a v e  re s to re d  th e  fa c u lty  d e n ie d  a t  b ir th ?  H e  W h o  

d id  th u s  m u s t su re ly  b e  H im se lf  th e  L o rd  o f  b ir th . T h is  is  p ro v e d  a lso  a t  th e  

o u tse t  o f  H is  b e c o m in g  M a n . H e  fo rm e d  H is  o w n  b o d y  f ro m  th e  v irg in ; a n d  

th a t  is  n o  sm a ll p ro o f  o f  H is  G o d h e a d , s in c e  H e  W h o  m a d e  th a t  w a s  th e  M a k e r  

o f  a ll e lse . A n d  w o u ld  n o t  a n y o n e  in fe r  f ro m  th e  fa c t o f  th a t  b o d y  b e in g  

b e g o tte n  o f  a  v irg in  o n ly , w ith o u t  h u m a n  fa th e r , th a t  H e  W h o  a p p e a re d  in  i t  

w a s  a lso  th e  M a k e r  a n d  L o rd  o f  a ll b e s id e ?

A g a in , c o n s id e r  th e  m ira c le  a t C a n a . W o u ld  n o t  a n y o n e  w h o  sa w  th e  

su b s ta n c e  o f  w a te r  tra n sm u te d  in to  w in e  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  H e  W h o  d id  i t  w a s  th e  

L o rd  a n d  M a k e r  o f  th e  w a te r  th a t  H e  c h a n g e d ?  I t  w a s  fo r  th e  sa m e  re a so n  th a t  

H e  w a lk e d  o n  th e  se a  a s  o n  d ry  la n d — to  p ro v e  to  th e  o n lo o k e rs  th a t  H e  h a d  

m a s te ry  o v e r  a ll. A n d  th e  fe e d in g  o f  th e  m u ltitu d e , w h e n  H e  m a d e  l i t t le  in to  

m u c h , so  th a t  f ro m  f iv e  lo a v e s  f iv e  th o u sa n d  m o u th s  w e re  f ille d — d id  n o t  th a t  

p ro v e  H im  n o n e  o th e r  th a n  th e  v e ry  L o rd  W h o se  M in d  is  o v e r  a ll?

Chapter 3 Notes

1. Rom. i. 25.

2. Lukexix. 10.

3. John iii. 3.

4. 1 Cor. i. 21.

5. Lukexix. 10.

6. Eph. iii. 17 ff.

7. 1 Peter ii. 22.

4 

The Death of Christ

(1 9 )

A ll th e se  th in g s  th e  S a v io r  th o u g h t  f it  to  d o , so  th a t, re c o g n iz in g  H is  b o d ily  a c ts  

a s  w o rk s  o f  G o d , m e n  w h o  w e re  b lin d  to  H is  p re se n c e  in  c re a tio n  m ig h t  re g a in  

k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  F a th e r . F o r , a s  I sa id  b e fo re , w h o  th a t  sa w  H is  a u th o r ity  o v e r  
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e v il sp ir its  a n d  th e ir  re sp o n se  to  i t  c o u ld  d o u b t  th a t  H e  w a s , in d e e d , th e  S o n , th e  

W isd o m  a n d  th e  P o w e r  o f  G o d ?  E v e n  th e  v e ry  c re a tio n  b ro k e  s ile n c e  a t  H is  

b e h e s t  a n d , m a rv e lo u s  to  re la te , c o n fe s se d  w ith  o n e  v o ic e  b e fo re  th e  c ro ss , th a t  

m o n u m e n t  o f  v ic to ry , th a t  H e  W h o  su ffe re d  th e re o n  in  th e  b o d y  w a s  n o t  m a n  

o n ly , b u t  S o n  o f  G o d  a n d  S a v io r  o f  a ll. T h e  su n  v e ile d  h is  fa c e , th e  e a r th  

q u a k e d , th e  m o u n ta in s  w e re  re n t  a su n d e r , a ll m e n  w e re  s tr ic k e n  w ith  a w e .  

T h e se  th in g s  sh o w e d  th a t  C h ris t  o n  th e  c ro ss  w a s  G o d , a n d  th a t  a ll c re a tio n  w a s  

H is  s la v e  a n d  w a s  b e a r in g  w itn e ss  b y  i ts  fe a r  to  th e  p re se n c e  o f  i ts  M a ste r .

T h u s , th e n , G o d  th e  W o rd  re v e a le d  H im se lf  to  m e n  th ro u g h  H is  w o rk s . W e  

m u s t  n e x t  c o n s id e r  th e  e n d  o f  H is  e a r th ly  l ife  a n d  th e  n a tu re  o f  H is  b o d ily  

d e a th . T h is  is , in d e e d , th e  v e ry  c e n te r  o f  o u r  fa ith , a n d  e v e ry w h e re  y o u  h e a r  

m e n  sp e a k  o f  i t ; b y  i t , to o , n o  le s s  th a n  b y  H is  o th e r  a c ts , C h ris t is  re v e a le d  a s  

G o d  a n d  S o n  o f  G o d .

(2 0 )  W e  h a v e  d e a lt a s  fa r  a s  c irc u m s ta n c e s  a n d  o u r  o w n  u n d e rs tan d in g  

p e n n it  w ith  th e  re a so n  fo r  H is  b o d ily  m a n ife s ta tio n . W e  h a v e  se e n  th a t  to  

c h a n g e  th e  c o rru p tib le  to  in c o n u p tio n  w a s  p ro p e r  to  n o n e  o th e r  th a n  th e  S a v io r  

H im se lf , W h o  in  th e  b e g in n in g  m a d e  a ll th in g s  o u t o f  n o th in g ; th a t  o n ly  th e  

Im a g e  o f  th e  F a th e r  c o u ld  re -c re a te  th e  l ik e n e ss  o f  th e  Im a g e  in  m e n , th a t  n o n e  

sa v e  o u r  L o rd  Je su s  C h ris t  c o u ld  g iv e  to  m o rta ls  im m o rta lity , a n d  th a t  o n ly  th e  

W o rd  W h o  o rd e rs  a ll  th in g s  a n d  is  a lo n e  th e  F a th e r 's  tru e  a n d  so le -b e g o tte n  S o n  

c o u ld  te a c h  m e n  a b o u t H im  a n d  a b o lish  th e  w o rsh ip  o f  id o ls  B u t  b e y o n d  a ll  

th is , th e re  w a s  a  d e b t  o w in g  w h ic h  m u s t  n e e d s  b e  p a id ; fo r , a s  I sa id  b e fo re , a ll  

m e n  w e re  d u e  to  d ie . H e re , th e n , is  th e  se c o n d  re a so n  w h y  th e  W o rd  d w e lt  

a m o n g  u s , n a m e ly  th a t  h a v in g  p ro v e d  H is  G o d h e a d  b y  H is  w o rk s , H e  m ig h t  

o ffe r  th e  sa c r if ic e  o n  b e h a lf  o f  a ll, su rre n d e r in g  H is  o w n  te m p le  to  d e a th  in  

p la c e  o f  a ll, to  se ttle  m a n 's  a c c o u n t  w ith  d e a th  a n d  f re e  h im  f ro m  th e  p rim a l  

tra n sg re s s io n . In  th e  sa m e  a c t  a lso  H e  sh o w e d  H im se lf  m ig h tie r  th a n  d e a th , 

d isp la y in g  H is  o w n  b o d y  in c o rru p tib le  a s  th e  f irs t-f ru its  o f  th e  re su rre c tio n .

Y o u  m u s t  n o t  b e  su rp r ise d  if  w e  re p e a t  o u rse lv e s  in  d e a lin g  w ith  th is  

su b je c t. W e  a re  sp e a k in g  o f  th e  g o o d  p le a su re  o f  G o d  a n d  o f  th e  th in g s  w h ic h  

H e  in  H is  lo v in g  w isd o m  th o u g h t  f it  to  d o , a n d  i t  is  b e tte r  to  p u t  th e  sa m e  th in g  

in  se v e ra l w a y s  th a n  to  ru n  th e  r isk  o f  le a v in g  so m e th in g  o u t. T h e  b o d y  o f  th e  

W o rd , th e n , b e in g  a  re a l  h u m a n  b o d y , in  sp ite  o f  i ts  h a v in g  b e e n  u n iq u e ly  

fo rm e d  f ro m  a  v irg in , w a s  o f  i ts e lf  m o rta l  a n d , l ik e  o th e r  b o d ie s , l ia b le  to  d e a th .  

B u t  th e  in d w e llin g  o f  th e  W o rd  lo o se d  i t  f ro m  th is  n a tu ra l l ia b ility , so  th a t  

c o rru p tio n  c o u ld  n o t to u c h  i t . T h u s  i t  h a p p e n e d  th a t  tw o  o p p o s ite  m a rv e ls  to o k  

p la c e  a t  o n c e : th e  d e a th  o f  a ll w a s  c o n su m m a te d  in  th e  L o rd 's  b o d y ;  y e t,  

b e c a u se  th e  W o rd  w a s  in  i t , d e a th  a n d  c o rru p tio n  w e re  in  th e  sa m e  a c t  u tte r ly  

a b o lish ed . D e a th  th e re  h a d  to  b e , a n d  d e a th  fo r  a ll, so  th a t  th e  d u e  o f  a ll  m ig h t  

b e  p a id . W h e re fo re , th e  W o rd , a s  I sa id , b e in g  H im se lf  in c a p a b le  o f  d e a th , 

a ssu m e d  a  m o rta l  b o d y , th a t  H e  m ig h t  o ffe r  i t  a s  H is  o w n  in  p la c e  o f  a ll, a n d  
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su ffe r in g  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  a ll th ro u g h  H is  u n io n  w ith  i t , " m ig h t  b rin g  to  n o u g h t  

H im  th a t  h a d  th e  p o w e r  o f  d e a th , th a t  is , th e  d e v il, a n d  m ig h t d e liv e r  th e m  w h o  

a ll th e ir  l ife tim e  w e re  e n s la v e d  b y  th e  fe a r  o f  d e a th ."  [1 .1

(2 1 )  H a v e  n o  fe a rs  th e n . N o w  th a t  th e  c o m m o n  S a v io r  o f  a ll h a s  d ie d  o n  

o u r  b e h a lf , w e  w h o  b e lie v e  in  C h ris t  n o  lo n g e r  d ie , a s  m e n  d ie d  a fo re tim e ,  in  

fu lf illm e n t  o f  th e  th re a t o f  th e  la w . T h a t c o n d e m n a tio n  h a s  c o m e  to  a n  e n d ; a n d  

n o w  th a t, b y  th e  g ra c e  o f  th e  re su rre c tio n ,  c o rru p tio n  h a s  b e e n  b a n ish e d  a n d  

d o n e  a w a y , w e  a re  lo o se d  f ro m  o u r  m o rta l b o d ie s  in  G o d 's  g o o d  t im e  fo r  e a c h , 

so  th a t  w e  m a y  o b ta in  th e re b y  a  b e tte r  re su rre c tio n . L ik e  se e d s  c a s t in to  th e  

e a r th , w e  d o  n o t  p e r ish  in  o u r  d is so lu tio n , b u t  l ik e  th e m  sh a ll r is e  a g a in , d e a th  

h a v in g  b e e n  b ro u g h t  to  n o u g h t  b y  th e  g ra c e  o f  th e  S a v io r . T h a t is  w h y  b le s se d  

P a u l, th ro u g h  w h o m  w e  a ll h a v e  su re ty  o f  th e  re su rre c tio n , sa y s : " T h is  

c o rru p tib le  m u s t  p u t  o n  in c o rru p tio n  a n d  th is  m o rta l m u s t  p u t o n  im m o rta lity ;  

b u t  w h e n  th is  c o rru p tib le  sh a ll h a v e  p u t o n  in c o rru p tio n  a n d  th is  m o rta l sh a ll 

h a v e  p u t o n  im m o rta lity , th e n  sh a ll b e  b ro u g h t to  p a ss  th e  sa y in g  th a t  is  w ritte n , 

'D e a th  is  sw a llo w ed  u p  in  v ic to ry . O  D e a th , w h e re  is  th y  s tin g ?  O  G ra v e , w h e re  

is  th y  v ic to ry ?  " [2 ]

" W e ll  th e n ,"  so m e  p e o p le  m a y  sa y , " if  th e  e sse n tia l th in g  w a s  th a t  H e  

sh o u ld  su rre n d e r  H is  b o d y  to  d e a th  in  p la c e  o f  a ll, w h y  d id  H e  n o t  d o  so  a s  M a n  

p riv a te ly , w ith o u t  g o in g  to  th e  le n g th  o f  p u b lic  c ru c if ix io n ?  S u re ly  i t  w o u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  m o re  su ita b le  fo r  H im  to  h a v e  la id  a s id e  H is  b o d y  w ith  h o n o r  th a n  to  

e n d u re  so  sh a m e fu l a  d e a th ."  B u t lo o k  a t  th is  a rg u m e n t  c lo se ly , a n d  se e  h o w  

m e re ly  h u m a n  i t  is , w h e re a s  w h a t  th e  S a v io r  d id  w a s  tru ly  d iv in e  a n d  w o rth y  o f  

H is  G o d h e a d  fo r  se v e ra l re a so n s . T h e  f irs t is  th is . T h e  d e a th  o f  m e n  u n d e r  

o rd in a ry  c irc u m s ta n c e s  is  th e  re su lt o f  th e ir  n a tu ra l w e a k n e ss . T h e y  a re  

e sse n tia lly  im p e rm a n e n t, so  a f te r  a  t im e  th e y  fa ll i l l a n d  w h e n  w o rn  o u t  th e y  

d ie . B u t th e  L o rd  is  n o t  l ik e  th a t. H e  is  n o t  w e a k , H e  is  th e  P o w e r  o f  G o d  a n d  

W o rd  o f  G o d  a n d  V e ry  L ife  I ts e lf . I f  H e  h a d  d ie d  q u ie tly  in  H is  b e d  l ik e  o th e r  

m e n  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  lo o k e d  a s  if  H e  d id  so  in  a c c o rd an c e  w ith  H is  n a tu re , a n d  a s  

th o u g h  H e  w a s  in d e e d  n o  m o re  th a n  o th e r  m e n . B u t b e c a u se  H e  w a s  H im se lf  

W o rd  a n d  L ife  a n d  P o w e r  H is  b o d y  w a s  m a d e  s tro n g , a n d  b e c a u se  th e  d e a th  

h a d  to  b e  a c c o m p lish e d , H e  to o k  th e  o c c a s io n  o f  p e rfe c tin g  H is  sa c r ific e  n o t  

f ro m  H im se lf , b u t  f ro m  o th e rs . H o w  c o u ld  H e  fa ll s ic k , W h o  h a d  h e a le d  o th e rs?  

O r  h o w  c o u ld  th a t  b o d y  w e a k e n  a n d  fa il b y  m e a n s  o f  w h ic h  o th e rs  a re  m a d e  

s tro n g ?  H e re , a g a in , y o u  m a y  sa y , " W h y  d id  H e  n o t p re v e n t d e a th , a s  H e  d id  

s ic k n e ss? "  B e c a u se  i t  w a s  p re c ise ly  in  o rd e r  to  b e  a b le  to  d ie  th a t  H e  h a d  ta k e n  

a  b o d y , a n d  to  p re v e n t  th e  d e a th  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  to  im p e d e  th e  re su rre c tio n . 

A n d  a s  to  th e  u n su ita b ility  o f  s ic k n e ss  fo r  H is  b o d y , a s  a rg u in g  w e a k n e ss , y o u  

m a y  sa y , " D id  H e  th e n  n o t  h u n g e r? "  Y e s , H e  h u n g e re d ,  b e c a u se  th a t  w a s  th e  

p ro p e r ty  o f  H is  b o d y , b u t  H e  d id  n o t d ie  o f  h u n g e r  b e c a u se  H e  W h o se  b o d y  

h u n g e red  w a s  th e  L o rd . S im ila r ly , th o u g h  H e  d ie d  to  ra n so m  a ll, H e  d id  n o t  se e  
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c o rru p tio n . H is  b o d y  ro se  in  p e rfe c t so u n d n e ss , fo r  i t  w a s  th e  b o d y  o f  n o n e  

o th e r  th a n  th e  L ife  H im se lf

(2 2 )  S o m e o n e  e lse  m ig h t  sa y , p e rh a p s , th a t  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  b e tte r  fo r  

th e  L o rd  to  h a v e  a v o id e d  th e  d e s ig n s  o f  th e  Je w s  a g a in s t  H im , a n d  so  to  h a v e  

g u a rd e d  H is  b o d y  f ro m  d e a th  a lto g e th e r . B u t  se e  h o w  u n fittin g  th is  a lso  w o u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  fo r  H im . Ju s t  a s  i t  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  f itt in g  fo r  H im  to  g iv e  H is  

b o d y  to  d e a th  b y  H is  o w n  h a n d , b e in g  W o rd  a n d  b e in g  L ife , so  a lso  i t  w a s  n o t  

c o n so n a n t  w ith  H im se lf  th a t  H e  sh o u ld  a v o id  th e  d e a th  in f lic te d  b y  o th e rs . 

R a th e r , H e  p u rsu e d  i t  to  th e  u tte rm o s t, a n d  in  p u rsu a n c e  o f  H is  n a tu re  n e ith e r  

la id  a s id e  H is  b o d y  o f  H is  o w n  a c c o rd  n o r  e sc a p e d  th e  p lo ttin g  Je w s . A n d  th is  

a c tio n  sh o w e d  n o  l im ita tio n  o r  w e a k n e ss  in  th e  W o rd ; fo r  H e  b o th  w a ite d  fo r  

d e a th  in  o rd e r  to  m a k e  a n  e n d  o f  i t , a n d  h a s te n e d  to  a c c o m p lish  i t  a s  a n  o ffe r in g  

o n  b e h a lf  o f  a ll. M o re o v e r , a s  i t  w a s  th e  d e a th  o f  a ll  m a n k in d  th a t  th e  S a v io r  

c a m e  to  a c c o m p lish , n o t  H is  o w n , H e  d id  n o t  la y  a s id e  H is  b o d y  b y  a n  

in d iv id u a l a c t  o f  d y in g , fo r  to  H im , a s  L ife , th is  s im p ly  d id  n o t  b e lo n g ;  b u t  H e  

a c c e p te d  d e a th  a t  th e  h a n d s  o f  m e n , th e re b y  c o m p le te ly  to  d e s tro y  i t  in  H is  o w n  

b o d y .

T h e re  a re  so m e  fu r th e r  c o n s id e ra tio n s  w h ic h  e n a b le  o n e  to  u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  

th e  L o rd 's  b o d y  h a d  su c h  a n  e n d . T h e  su p re m e  o b je c t  o f  H is  c o m in g  w a s  to  

b rin g  a b o u t  th e  re su rre c tio n  o f  th e  b o d y . T h is  w a s  to  b e  th e  m o n u m e n t  to  H is  

v ic to ry  o v e r  d e a th , th e  a ssu ra n c e  to  a ll  th a t  H e  h a d  H im se lf  c o n q u e red  

c o rru p tio n  a n d  th a t  th e ir  o w n  b o d ie s  a lso  w o u ld  e v e n tu a lly  b e  in c o rru p t; a n d  i t  

w a s  in  to k e n  o f  th a t  a n d  a s  a  p le d g e  o f  th e  fu tu re  re su rre c tio n  th a t  H e  k e p t  H is  

b o d y  in c o rru p t. B u t  th e re  a g a in , if  H is  b o d y  h a d  fa lle n  s ic k  a n d  th e  W o rd  h a d  

le f t  i t  in  th a t  c o n d itio n , h o w  u n fittin g  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n ! S h o u ld  H e  W h o  

h e a le d  th e  b o d ie s  o f  o th e rs  n e g le c t  to  k e e p  H is  o w n  in  h e a lth ?  H o w  w o u ld  H is  

m ira c le s  o f  h e a lin g  b e  b e lie v e d , if  th is  w e re  so ?  S u re ly  p e o p le  w o u ld  e ith e r  

la u g h  a t  H im  a s  u n a b le  to  d isp e l d ise a se  o r  e lse  c o n s id e r  H im  la c k in g  in  p ro p e r  

h u m a n  fe e lin g  b e c a u se  H e  c o u ld  d o  so , b u t d id  n o t.

(2 3 )  T h e n , a g a in , su p p o se  w ith o u t a n y  i l ln e s s  H e  h a d  ju s t  c o n c e a le d  H is  

b o d y  so m e w h e re , a n d  th e n  su d d e n ly  re a p p e a re d  a n d  sa id  th a t  H e  h a d  r is e n  

f ro m  th e  d e a d . H e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  re g a rd e d  m e re ly  a s  a  te lle r  o f  ta le s , a n d  

b e c a u se  th e re  w a s  n o  w itn e ss  o f  H is  d e a th , n o b o d y  w o u ld  b e lie v e  H is  

re su rre c tio n . D e a th  h a d  to  p re c e d e  re su rre c tio n , fo r  th e re  c o u ld  b e  n o  

re su rrec tio n  w ith o u t  i t . A  se c re t a n d  u n w itn e s se d  d e a th  w o u ld  h a v e  le f t  th e  

re su rrec tio n  w ith o u t a n y  p ro o f  o r  e v id e n c e  to  su p p o rt  i t . A g a in ,  w h y  sh o u ld  H e  

d ie  a  se c re t  d e a th , w h e n  H e  p ro c la im e d  th e  fa c t  o f  H is  r is in g  o p e n ly ?  W h y  

sh o u ld  H e  d riv e  o u t e v il sp ir its  a n d  h e a l  th e  m a n  b lin d  f ro m  b ir th  a n d  c h a n g e  

w a te r  in to  w in e , a ll p u b lic ly , in  o rd e r  to  c o n v in c e  m e n  th a t  H e  w a s  th e  W o rd , 

a n d  n o t a lso  d e c la re  p u b lic ly  th a t  in c o rru p tib ility  o f  H is  m o rta l  b o d y , so  th a t  H e  

m ig h t  H im se lf  b e  b e lie v e d  to  b e  th e  L ife ?  A n d  h o w  c o u ld  H is  d isc ip le s  h a v e  
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h a d  b o ld n e ss  in  sp e a k in g  o f  th e  re su rre c tio n  u n le s s  th e y  c o u ld  s ta te  i t a s  a  fa c t  

th a t  H e  h a d  f irs t  d ie d ?  O r  h o w  c o u ld  th e ir  h e a re rs  b e  e x p e c te d  to  b e lie v e  th e ir  

a sse r tio n , u n le s s  th e y  th e m se lv e s  a lso  h a d  w itn e sse d  H is  d e a th ?  F o r  if  th e  

P h a r ise es  a t  th e  t im e  re fu se d  to  b e lie v e  a n d  fo rc e d  o th e rs  to  d e n y  a lso , th o u g h  

th e  th in g s  h a d  h a p p e n e d  b e fo re  th e ir  v e ry  e y e s , h o w  m a n y  e x c u se s  fo r  u n b e lie f  

w o u ld  th e y  h a v e  c o n tr iv e d , if  i t  h a d  ta k e n  p la c e  se c re tly ?  O r  h o w  c o u ld  th e  e n d  

o f  d e a th  a n d  th e  v ic to ry  o v e r  i t  h a v e  b e e n  d e c la re d , h a d  n o t  th e  L o rd  th u s  

c h a lle n g e d  i t b e fo re  th e  s ig h t  o f  a ll, a n d  b y  th e  in c o rru p tio n  o f  H is  b o d y  p ro v e d  

th a t  h e n c e fo rw a rd  i t  w a s  a n n u lle d  a n d  v o id ?

(2 4 )  T h e re  a re  so m e  o th e r  p o ss ib le  o b je c tio n s  th a t  m u s t  b e  a n sw e re d . S o m e  

m ig h t  u rg e  th a t, e v e n  g ra n tin g  th e  n e c e ss ity  o f  a  p u b lic  d e a th  fo r  su b se q u e n t  

b e lie f  in  th e  re su rre c tio n , i t  w o u ld  su re ly  h a v e  b e e n  b e tte r  fo r  H im  to  h a v e  

a rra n g e d  a n  h o n o ra b le  d e a th  fo r  H im se lf , a n d  so  to  h a v e  a v o id e d  th e  ig n o m in y  

o f  th e  c ro ss . B u t e v e n  th is  w o u ld  h a v e  g iv e n  g ro u n d  fo r  su sp ic io n  th a t  H is  

p o w e r  o v e r  d e a th  w a s  l im ite d  to  th e  p a r tic u la r  k in d  o f  d e a th  w h ic h  H e  c h o se  fo r  

H im se lf ; a n d  th a t  a g a in  w o u ld  fu rn ish  e x c u se  fo r  d isb e lie v in g  th e  re su rre c tio n . 

D e a th  c a m e  to  H is  b o d y , th e re fo re ,  n o t  f ro m  H im se lf  b u t  f ro m  e n e m y  a c tio n , in  

o rd e r  th a t  th e  S a v io r  m ig h t  u tte r ly  a b o lish  d e a th  in  w h a te v e r  fo rm  th e y  o ffe re d  

i t  to  H im . A  g e n e ro u s  w re s tle r , v ir ile  a n d  s tro n g , d o e s  n o t  h im se lf  c h o o se  h is  

a n ta g o n is ts , le s t i t sh o u ld  b e  th o u g h t  th a t  o f  so m e  o f  th e m  h e  is  a fra id . R a th e r , 

h e  le ts  th e  sp e c ta to rs  c h o o se  th e m , a n d  th a t  a ll th e  m o re  if  th e se  a re  h o s tile , so  

th a t  h e  m a y  o v e r th ro w  w h o m so e v e r  th e y  m a tc h  a g a in s t  h im  a n d  th u s  v in d ic a te  

h is  su p e r io r  s tre n g th . E v e n  so  w a s  i t  w ith  C h ris t. H e , th e  L ife  o f  a ll, o u r  L o rd  

a n d  S a v io r , d id  n o t a rran g e  th e  m a n n e r  o f  h is  o w n  d e a th  le s t H e  sh o u ld  se e m  to  

b e  a fra id  o f  so m e  o th e r  k in d . N o . H e  a c c e p te d  a n d  b o re  u p o n  th e  c ro ss  a  d e a th  

in f lic te d  b y  o th e rs , a n d  th o se  o th e rs  H is  sp e c ia l e n e m ie s , a  d e a th  w h ic h  to  th e m  

w a s  su p re m e ly  te r r ib le  a n d  b y  n o  m e a n s  to  b e  fa c e d ; a n d  H e  d id  th is  in  o rd e r  

th a t, b y  d e s tro y in g  e v e n  th is  d e a th , H e  m ig h t  H im se lf  b e  b e lie v e d  to  b e  th e  

L ife , a n d  th e  p o w e r  o f  d e a th  b e  re c o g n ize d  a s  f in a lly  a n n u lle d . A  m a rv e lo u s  

a n d  m ig h ty  p a ra d o x  h a s  th u s  o c c u rre d , fo r  th e  d e a th  w h ic h  th e y  th o u g h t  to  

in f lic t  o n  H im  a s  d ish o n o r  a n d  d isg ra c e  h a s  b e c o m e  th e  g lo r io u s  m o n u m e n t  to  

d e a th 's  d e fe a t. T h e re fo re  i t  is  a lso , th a t  H e  n e ith e r  e n d u re d  th e  d e a th  o f  Jo h n ,  

w h o  w a s  b e h e a d e d ,  n o r  w a s  H e  sa w n  a su n d e r , l ik e  Isa ia h : e v e n  in  d e a th  H e  

p re se rv e d  H is  b o d y  w h o le  a n d  u n d iv id e d , so  th a t  th e re  sh o u ld  b e  n o  e x c u se  

h e re a f te r  fo r  th o se  w h o  w o u ld  d iv id e  th e  C h u rc h .

(2 5 )  S o  m u c h  fo r  th e  o b je c tio n s  o f  th o se  o u ts id e  th e  C h u rc h . B u t if  a n y  

h o n e s t C h ris tia n  w a n ts  to  k n o w  w h y  H e  su ffe re d  d e a th  o n  th e  c ro ss  a n d  n o t in  

so m e  o th e r  w a y , w e  a n sw e r  th u s : in  n o  o th e r  w a y  w a s  i t e x p e d ie n t  fo r  u s ,  

in d e e d  th e  L o rd  o ffe re d  fo r  o u r  sa k e s  th e  o n e  d e a th  th a t  w a s  su p re m e ly  g o o d .  

H e  h a d  c o m e  to  b e a r  th e  c u rse  th a t  la y  o n  u s ; a n d  h o w  c o u ld  H e  " b e c o m e  a  

c u rse "  [3 ] o th e rw ise  th a n  b y  a c c e p tin g  th e  a c c u rse d  d e a th ?  A n d  th a t  d e a th  is  th e  
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c ro ss , fo r  i t  is  w ritte n  " C u rse d  is  e v e ry  o n e  th a t  h a n g e th  o n  tre e .  " [4 ] A g a in ,  th e  

d e a th  o f  th e  L o rd  is  th e  ra n so m  o f  a ll, a n d  b y  i t " th e  m id d le  w a ll o f  

p a r titio n "  [5 ] is  b ro k e n  d o w n  a n d  th e  c a ll o f  th e  G e n tile s  c o m e s  a b o u t. H o w  

c o u ld  H e  h a v e  c a lle d  u s  if  H e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  c ru c if ie d , fo r  i t  is  o n ly  o n  th e  c ro ss  

th a t  a  m a n  d ie s  w ith  a rm s  o u ts tre tc h e d ?  H e re , a g a in , w e  se e  th e  f itn e s s  o f  H is  

d e a th  a n d  o f  th o se  o u ts tre tc h e d  a rm s : i t  w a s  th a t  H e  m ig h t  d ra w  H is  a n c ie n t 

p e o p le  w ith  th e  o n e  a n d  th e  G e n tile s  w ith  th e  o th e r , a n d  jo in  b o th  to g e th e r  in  

H im se lf . E v e n  so , H e  fo re to ld  th e  m a n n e r  o f  H is  re d e em in g  d e a th , " I , if  I  b e  

l if te d  u p , w ill  d ra w  a ll m e n  u n to  M y se lf .  " [6 ] A g a in ,  th e  a ir  is  th e  sp h e re  o f  th e  

d e v il, th e  e n e m y  o f  o u r  ra c e  w h o , h a v in g  fa lle n  f ro m  h e a v e n , e n d e a v o rs  w ith  

th e  o th e r  e v il sp ir its  w h o  sh a re d  in  h is  d iso b e d ie n c e  b o th  to  k e e p  so u ls  f ro m  th e  

tru th  a n d  to  h in d e r  th e  p ro g re s s  o f  th o se  w h o  a re  try in g  to  fo llo w  i t . T h e  a p o s tle  

re fe rs  to  th is  w h e n  h e  sa y s , " A c c o rd in g  to  th e  p rin c e  o f  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  a ir , o f  

th e  sp ir it  th a t  n o w  w o rk e th  in  th e  so n s  o f  d iso b e d ie n c e .  " [7 ]  B u t  th e  L o rd  c a m e  

to  o v e r th ro w  th e  d e v il a n d  to  p u rify  th e  a ir  a n d  to  m a k e  " a  w a y "  fo r  u s  u p  to  

h e a v e n , a s  th e  a p o s tle  sa y s , " th ro u g h  th e  v e il, th a t  is  to  sa y , H is  f le sh .  " [8 ] T h is  

h a d  to  b e  d o n e  th ro u g h  d e a th , a n d  b y  w h a t o th e r  k in d  o f  d e a th  c o u ld  i t  b e  d o n e , 

sa v e  b y  a  d e a th  in  th e  a ir , th a t  is , o n  th e  c ro ss?  H e re , a g a in , y o u  se e  h o w  r ig h t  

a n d  n a tu ra l i t w a s  th a t  th e  L o rd  sh o u ld  su ffe r  th u s ; fo r  b e in g  th u s  " lif te d  u p ,"  

H e  c le a n se d  th e  a ir  f ro m  a ll  th e  e v il in f lu e n c e s  o f  th e  e n e m y . " I  b e h e ld  S a ta n  a s  

l ig h tn in g  fa llin g ,” [9 ] H e  sa y s ; a n d  th u s  H e  re -o p e n e d  th e  ro a d  to  h e a v e n , sa y in g  

a g a in , " L if t u p  y o u r  g a te s , O  y e  p rin c e s , a n d  b e  y e  l if t  u p , y e  e v e r la s tin g  

d o o rs .  " [1 0 1  F o r  i t  w a s  n o t  th e  W o rd  H im se lf  W h o  n e e d e d  a n  o p e n in g  o f  th e  

g a te s , H e  b e in g  L o rd  o f  a ll, n o r  w a s  a n y  o f  H is  w o rk s  c lo se d  to  th e ir  M a k e r .  

N o , i t  w a s  w e  w h o  n e e d e d  i t , w e  w h o m  H e  H im se lf  u p b o re  in  H is  o w n  b o d y —  

th a t  b o d y  w h ic h  H e  f irs t o ffe re d  to  d e a th  o n  b e h a lf  o f  a ll, a n d  th e n  m a d e  

th ro u g h  i t  a  p a th  to  h e a v e n .

Chapter 4 Notes

1. Heb. ii. 14 f

2. 1 Cor. XV. 53 ff.

3. Gal. Ili. 13.

4. Gal. ¡¡¡. 13.

5. Eph. ii. 14.

6. John xii. 32.
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5

The Resurrection

(2 6 )

F ittin g  in d e e d , th e n , a n d  w h o lly  c o n so n a n t w a s  th e  d e a th  o n  th e  c ro ss  fo r  u s ;  

a n d  w e  c a n  se e  h o w  re a so n a b le  i t  w a s , a n d  w h y  i t  is  th a t  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  th e  

w o rld  c o u ld  b e  a c c o m p lish e d  in  n o  o th e r  w a y . E v e n  o n  th e  c ro ss  H e  d id  n o t  

h id e  H im se lf  f ro m  s ig h t; ra th e r , H e  m a d e  a ll c re a tio n  w itn e ss  to  th e  p re se n c e  o f  

i ts  M a k e r . T h e n , h a v in g  o n c e  le t  i t  b e  se e n  th a t  i t  w a s  tru ly  d e a d , H e  d id  n o t  

a llo w  th a t  te m p le  o f  H is  b o d y  to  l in g e r  lo n g , b u t  fo r th w ith  o n  th e  th ird  d a y  

ra ise d  i t  u p , im p a ssa b le  a n d  in c o rru p tib le , th e  p le d g e  a n d  to k e n  o f  H is  v ic to ry .

I t  w a s , o f  c o u rse ,  w ith in  H is  p o w e r  th u s  to  h a v e  ra ise d  H is  b o d y  a n d  

d isp la y e d  i t  a s  a liv e  d ire c tly  a f te r  d e a th . B u t  th e  a ll-w ise  S a v io r  d id  n o t  d o  th is , 

le s t so m e  sh o u ld  d e n y  th a t  i t  h a d  re a lly  o r  c o m p le te ly  d ie d . B e s id e s  th is , h a d  

th e  in te rv a l  b e tw e e n  H is  d e a th  a n d  re su rre c tio n  b e e n  b u t  tw o  d a y s , th e  g lo ry  o f  

H is  in c o rru p tio n  m ig h t  n o t  h a v e  a p p e a re d . H e  w a ite d  o n e  w h o le  d a y  to  sh o w  

th a t  H is  b o d y  w a s  re a lly  d e a d , a n d  th e n  o n  th e  th ird  d a y  sh o w e d  i t  in c o rru p tib le  

to  a ll. T h e  in te rv a l w a s  n o  lo n g e r , le s t  p e o p le  sh o u ld  h a v e  fo rg o tte n  a b o u t  i t  a n d  

g ro w n  d o u b tfu l  w h e th e r  i t  w e re  in  tru th  th e  sa m e  b o d y . N o , w h ile  th e  a ffa ir  w a s  

s ti l l  r in g in g  in  th e ir  e a rs  a n d  th e ir  e y e s  w e re  s till s tra in in g  a n d  th e ir  m in d s  in  

tu n n o il, a n d  w h ile  th o se  w h o  h a d  p u t  H im  to  d e a th  w e re  s till o n  th e  sp o t  a n d  

th e m se lv e s  w itn e ss in g  to  th e  fa c t o f  i t , th e  S o n  o f  G o d  a f te r  th re e  d a y s  sh o w e d  

H is  o n c e  d e a d  b o d y  im m o rta l a n d  in c o rru p tib le ; a n d  i t  w a s  e v id e n t  to  a ll th a t  i t  

w a s  f ro m  n o  n a tu ra l w e a k n e ss  th a t  th e  b o d y  w h ic h  th e  W o rd  in d w e lt h a d  d ie d , 

b u t  in  o rd e r  th a t  in  i t  b y  th e  S a v io r 's  p o w e r  d e a th  m ig h t  b e  d o n e  a w a y .

(2 7 )  A  v e ry  s tro n g  p ro o f  o f  th is  d e s tru c tio n  o f  d e a th  a n d  i ts  c o n q u e s t b y  th e  

c ro ss  is  su p p lie d  b y  a  p re se n t fa c t, n a m e ly  th is . A ll th e  d isc ip le s  o f  C h ris t  

d e sp ise  d e a th ; th e y  ta k e  th e  o ffe n s iv e  a g a in s t i t  a n d , in s te a d  o f  fe a r in g  i t , b y  th e  

s ig n  o f  th e  c ro ss  a n d  b y  fa ith  in  C h ris t  tra m p le  o n  i t  a s  o n  so m e th in g  d e a d .  

B e fo re  th e  d iv in e  so jo u rn  o f  th e  S a v io r , e v e n  th e  h o lie s t  o f  m e n  w e re  a fra id  o f  

d e a th , a n d  m o u rn e d  th e  d e a d  a s  th o se  w h o  p e r ish . B u t  n o w  th a t  th e  S a v io r  h a s  
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ra ise d  H is  b o d y , d e a th  is  n o  lo n g e r  te r r ib le , b u t a ll th o se  w h o  b e lie v e  in  C h ris t  

tre a d  i t  u n d e rfo o t  a s  n o th in g , a n d  p re fe r  to  d ie  ra th e r  th a n  to  d e n y  th e ir  fa ith  in  

C h ris t, k n o w in g  fu ll w e ll  th a t  w h e n  th e y  d ie  th e y  d o  n o t  p e r ish , b u t  l iv e  in d e e d ,  

a n d  b e c o m e  in c o rru p tib le  th ro u g h  th e  re su rre c tio n . B u t  th a t  d e v il w h o  o f  o ld  

w ic k e d ly  e x u lte d  in  d e a th , n o w  th a t  th e  p a in s  o f  d e a th  a re  lo o se d , h e  a lo n e  i t  is  

w h o  re m a in s  tru ly  d e a d . T h e re  is  p ro o f  o f  th is  to o ; fo r  m e n  w h o , b e fo re  th e y  

b e lie v e  in  C h ris t, th in k  d e a th  h o rr ib le  a n d  a re  a fra id  o f  i t , o n c e  th e y  a re  

c o n v e r te d  d e sp ise  i t  so  c o m p le te ly  th a t  th e y  g o  e a g e r ly  to  m e e t  i t , a n d  

th e m se lv e s  b e c o m e  w itn e sse s  o f  th e  S a v io r 's  re su rrec tio n  f ro m  i t . E v e n  c h ild re n  

h a s te n  th u s  to  d ie , a n d  n o t  m e n  o n ly , b u t w o m e n  tra in  th e m se lv e s  b y  b o d ily  

d isc ip lin e  to  m e e t i t . S o  w e a k  h a s  d e a th  b e c o m e  th a t  e v e n  w o m e n , w h o  u se d  to  

b e  ta k e n  in  b y  i t , m o c k  a t  i t  n o w  a s  a  d e a d  th in g  ro b b e d  o f  a ll  i ts  s tre n g th .

D e a th  h a s  b e c o m e  l ik e  a  ty ra n t w h o  h a s  b e e n  c o m p le te ly  c o n q u e re d  b y  th e  

le g itim a te  m o n a rc h ; b o u n d  h a n d  a n d  fo o t  th e  p a sse rs -b y  sn e e r  a t  h im , h ittin g  

h im  a n d  a b u s in g  h im , n o  lo n g e r  a fra id  o f  h is  c ru e lty  a n d  ra g e , b e c a u se  o f  th e  

k in g  w h o  h a s  c o n q u e red  h im . S o  h a s  d e a th  b e e n  c o n q u e re d  a n d  b ra n d e d  fo r  

w h a t  i t  is  b y  th e  S a v io r  o n  th e  c ro ss . I t  is  b o u n d  h a n d  a n d  fo o t, a ll  w h o  a re  in  

C h ris t  tra m p le  i t  a s  th e y  p a ss  a n d  a s  w itn e sse s  to  H im  d e r id e  i t , sc o ff in g  a n d  

sa y in g , " O  D e a th , w h e re  is  th y  v ic to ry ?  O  G ra v e , w h e re  is  th y  s tin g ?  [1 ]

(2 8 )  Is  th is  a  s le n d e r  p ro o f  o f  th e  im p o te n c e  o f  d e a th , d o  y o u  th in k ?  O r  is  i t  

a  s lig h t in d ic a tio n  o f  th e  S a v io r 's  v ic to ry  o v e r  i t , w h e n  b o y s  a n d  y o u n g  g ir ls  

w h o  a re  in  C h ris t  lo o k  b e y o n d  th is  p re se n t l ife  a n d  tra in  th e m se lv e s  to  d ie ?  

E v e ry  o n e  is  b y  n a tu re  a fra id  o f  d e a th  a n d  o f  b o d ily  d is so lu tio n ; th e  m a rv e l o f  

m a rv e ls  is  th a t  h e  w h o  is  e n fo ld e d  in  th e  fa ith  o f  th e  c ro ss  d e sp ise s  th is  n a tu ra l 

fe a r  a n d  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  th e  c ro ss  is  n o  lo n g e r  c o w a rd ly  in  fa c e  o f  i t . T h e  n a tu ra l  

p ro p e r ty  o f  f ire  is  to  b u m . S u p p o se , th e n , th a t  th e re  w a s  a  su b s ta n c e  su c h  a s  th e  

In d ia n  a sb e s to s  is  sa id  to  b e , w h ic h  h a d  n o  fe a r  o f  b e in g  b u rn t, b u t  ra th e r  

d isp la y e d  th e  im p o te n c e  o f  th e  f ire  b y  p ro v in g  i ts e lf  u n b u m a b le . I f  a n y o n e  

d o u b te d  th e  tru th  o f  th is , a ll h e  n e e d  d o  w o u ld  b e  to  w ra p  h im se lf  u p  in  th e  

su b s ta n c e  in  q u e s tio n  a n d  th e n  to u c h  th e  f ire . O r, a g a in , to  re v e r t  to  o u r  fo rm e r  

f ig u re , if  a n y o n e  w a n te d  to  se e  th e  ty ra n t  b o u n d  a n d  h e lp le s s , w h o  u se d  to  b e  

su c h  a  te n  o r  to  o th e rs , h e  c o u ld  d o  so  s im p ly  b y  g o in g  in to  th e  c o u n try  o f  th e  

ty ra n t 's  c o n q u e ro r . E v e n  so , if  a n y o n e  s till d o u b ts  th e  c o n q u e s t  o f  d e a th , a f te r  

so  m a n y  p ro o fs  a n d  so  m a n y  m a rty rd o m s  in  C h ris t  a n d  su c h  d a ily  sc o rn  o f  

d e a th  b y  H is  tm e s t se rv a n ts ,  h e  c e r ta in ly  d o e s  w e ll  to  m a rv e l a t so  g re a t a  th in g , 

b u t  h e  m u s t  n o t  b e  o b s tin a te  in  u n b e lie f  a n d  d is re g a rd  o f  p la in  fa c ts . N o , h e  

m u s t  b e  l ik e  th e  m a n  w h o  w a n ts  to  p ro v e  th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  th e  a sb e s to s , a n d  l ik e  

h im  w h o  e n te rs  th e  c o n q u e ro r 's  d o m in io n s  to  se e  th e  ty ra n t  b o u n d . H e  m u s t  

e m b ra ce  th e  fa ith  o f  C h ris t, th is  d isb e lie v e r  in  th e  c o n q u e s t o f  d e a th , a n d  c o m e  

to  H is  te a c h in g . T h e n  h e  w ill se e  h o w  im p o te n t d e a th  is  a n d  h o w  c o m p le te ly  

c o n q u e re d . In d e e d , th e re  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  fo rm e r  u n b e lie v e rs  a n d  d e r id e rs  w h o ,  
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a f te r  th e y  b e c a m e  b e lie v e rs , so  sc o rn e d  d e a th  a s  e v e n  th e m se lv e s  to  b e c o m e  

m a rty rs  fo r  C h ris t 's  sa k e .

(2 9 )  I f , th e n , i t  is  b y  th e  s ig n  o f  th e  c ro ss  a n d  b y  fa ith  in  C h ris t  th a t  d e a th  is  

tra m p le d  u n d e rfo o t, i t  is  c le a r  th a t  i t  is  C h ris t  H im se lf  a n d  n o n e  o th e r  W h o  is  

th e  A rc h v ic to r  o v e r  d e a th  a n d  h a s  ro b b e d  i t o f  i ts  p o w e r . D e a th  u se d  to  b e  

s tro n g  a n d  te r r ib le , b u t  n o w , s in c e  th e  so jo u rn  o f  th e  S a v io r  a n d  th e  d e a th  a n d  

re su rrec tio n  o f  H is  b o d y , i t  is  d e sp ise d ; a n d  o b v io u s ly  i t  is  b y  th e  v e ry  C h ris t  

W h o  m o u n te d  o n  th e  c ro ss  th a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  d e s tro y e d  a n d  v a n q u ish e d  f in a lly . 

W h e n  th e  su n  r is e s  a f te r  th e  n ig h t  a n d  th e  w h o le  w o rld  is  l i t  u p  b y  i t , n o b o d y  

d o u b ts  th a t  i t  is  th e  su n  w h ic h  h a s  th u s  sh e d  i ts  l ig h t  e v e ry w h e re  a n d  d riv e n  

a w a y  th e  d a rk . E q u a lly  c le a r  is  i t , s in c e  th is  u tte r  sc o rn in g  a n d  tra m p lin g  d o w n  

o f  d e a th  h a s  e n su e d  u p o n  th e  S a v io r 's  m a n ife s ta tio n  in  th e  b o d y  a n d  H is  d e a th  

o n  th e  c ro ss , th a t  i t  is  H e  H im se lf  W h o  b ro u g h t  d e a th  to  n o u g h t  a n d  d a ily  ra ise s  

m o n u m e n ts  to  H is  v ic to ry  in  H is  o w n  d isc ip le s . H o w  c a n  y o u  th in k  o th e rw ise , 

w h e n  y o u  se e  m e n  n a tu ra lly  w e a k  h a s te n in g  to  d e a th , u n a fra id  a t  th e  p ro sp e c t  

o f  c o rru p tio n , fe a r le s s  o f  th e  d e sc e n t  in to  H a d e s , e v e n  in d e e d  w ith  e a g e r  so u l  

p ro v o k in g  i t , n o t sh r in k in g  f ro m  to r tu re s , b u t  p re fe rr in g  th u s  to  ru sh  o n  d e a th  

fo r  C h ris t 's  sa k e , ra th e r  th a n  to  re m a in  in  th is  p re se n t  l ife ?  I f  y o u  se e  w ith  y o u r  

o w n  e y e s  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a n d  c h ild re n , e v e n , th u s  w e lc o m in g  d e a th  fo r  th e  

sa k e  o f  C h ris t 's  re lig io n ,  h o w  c a n  y o u  b e  so  u tte r ly  s illy  a n d  in c re d u lo u s  a n d  

m a im e d  in  y o u r  m in d  a s  n o t  to  re a liz e  th a t  C h ris t, to  W h o m  th e se  a ll b e a r  

w itn e ss , H im se lf  g iv e s  th e  v ic to ry  to  e a c h , m a k in g  d e a th  c o m p le te ly  p o w e rle s s  

fo r  th o se  w h o  h o ld  H is  fa ith  a n d  b e a r  th e  s ig n  o f  th e  c ro ss?  N o  o n e  in  h is  

se n se s  d o u b ts  th a t  a  sn a k e  is  d e a d  w h e n  h e  se e s  i t  tra m p le d  u n d e rfo o t,  

e sp e c ia lly  w h e n  h e  k n o w s  h o w  sa v a g e  i t  u se d  to  b e ; n o r , if  h e  se e s  b o y s  m a k in g  

f irn  o f  a  l io n , d o e s  h e  d o u b t  th a t  th e  b ru te  is  e ith e r  d e a d  o r  c o m p le te ly  b e re f t o f  

s tre n g th . T h e se  th in g s  c a n  b e  se e n  w ith  o u r  o w n  e y e s , a n d  i t  is  th e  sa m e  w ith  

th e  c o n q u e s t o f  d e a th . D o u b t  n o  lo n g e r , th e n , w h e n  y o u  se e  d e a th  m o c k e d  a n d  

sc o rn e d  b y  th o se  w h o  b e lie v e  in  C h ris t, th a t  b y  C h ris t  d e a th  w a s  d e s tro y e d , a n d  

th e  c o rru p tio n  th a t  g o e s  w ith  i t  re so lv ed  a n d  b ro u g h t  to  e n d .

(3 0 )  W h a t  w e  h a v e  sa id  is , in d e e d , n o  sm a ll  p ro o f  o f  th e  d e s tru c tio n  o f  

d e a th  a n d  o f  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  c ro ss  o f  th e  L o rd  is  th e  m o n u m e n t  to  H is  v ic to ry . 

B u t  th e  re su rre c tio n  o f  th e  b o d y  to  im m o rta lity ,  w h ic h  re su lts  h e n c e fo rw a rd  

f ro m  th e  w o rk  o f  C h ris t, th e  c o m m o n  S a v io r  a n d  tru e  L ife  o f  a ll, is  m o re  

e ffe c tiv e ly  p ro v e d  b y  fa c ts  th a n  b y  w o rd s  to  th o se  w h o se  m e n ta l  v is io n  is  

so u n d . F o r , if , a s  w e  h a v e  sh o w n , d e a th  w a s  d e s tro y e d  a n d  e v e ry b o d y  tra m p le s  

o n  i t  b e c a u se  o f  C h ris t, h o w  m u c h  m o re  d id  H e  H im se lf  f irs t  tra m p le  a n d  

d e s tro y  i t  in  H is  o w n  b o d y ! D e a th  h a v in g  b e e n  s la in  b y  H im , th e n , w h a t o th e r  

is su e  c o u ld  th e re  b e  th a n  th e  re su rrec tio n  o f  H is  b o d y  a n d  i ts  o p e n  

d e m o n s tra tio n  a s  th e  m o n u m e n t  o f  H is  v ic to ry ?  H o w  c o u ld  th e  d e s tru c tio n  o f  

d e a th  h a v e  b e e n  m a n ife s te d  a t  a ll, h a d  n o t  th e  L o rd 's  b o d y  b e e n  ra ise d ?  B u t  if  

30



a n y o n e  f in d s  e v e n  th is  in su ff ic ie n t,  le t  h im  f in d  p ro o f  o f  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  sa id  in  

p re se n t  fa c ts . D e a d  m e n  c a n n o t  ta k e  e ffe c tiv e  a c tio n ; th e ir  p o w e r  o f  in f lu e n c e  

o n  o th e rs  la s ts  o n ly  t i l l  th e  g ra v e . D e e d s  a n d  a c tio n s  th a t  e n e rg iz e  o th e rs  b e lo n g  

o n ly  to  th e  l iv in g . W e ll, th e n , lo o k  a t  th e  fa c ts  in  th is  c a se . T h e  S a v io r  is  

w o rk in g  m ig h tily  a m o n g  m e n , e v e ry  d a y  H e  is  in v is ib ly  p e rsu a d in g  n u m b e rs  o f  

p e o p le  a ll o v e r  th e  w o rld ,  b o th  w ith in  a n d  b e y o n d  th e  G re e k -sp ea k in g  w o rld , to  

a c c e p t  H is  fa ith  a n d  b e  o b e d ie n t  to  H is  te a c h in g . C a n  a n y o n e , in  fa c e  o f  th is ,  

s till d o u b t  th a t  H e  h a s  r is e n  a n d  l iv e s , o r  ra th e r  th a t  H e  is  H im se lf  th e  L ife ?  

D o e s  a  d e a d  m a n  p ric k  th e  c o n sc ie n c e s  o f  m e n , so  th a t  th e y  th ro w  a ll th e  

tra d itio n s  o f  th e ir  fa th e rs  to  th e  w in d s  a n d  b o w  d o w n  b e fo re  th e  te a c h in g  o f  

C h ris t?  I f  H e  is  n o  lo n g e r  a c tiv e  in  th e  w o rld , a s  H e  m u s t  n e e d s  b e  if  H e  is  

d e a d , h o w  is  i t  th a t  H e  m a k e s  th e  l iv in g  to  c e a se  f ro m  th e ir  a c tiv itie s , th e  

a d u lte re r  f ro m  h is  a d u lte ry ,  th e  m u rd e re r  f ro m  m u rd e r in g , th e  u n ju s t f ro m  

a v a r ic e , w h ile  th e  p ro fa n e  a n d  g o d le s s  m a n  b e c o m e s  re lig io u s?  I f  H e  d id  n o t  

r is e , b u t  is  s till d e a d , h o w  is  i t  th a t  H e  ro u ts  a n d  p e rse c u te s  a n d  o v e r th ro w s  th e  

fa lse  g o d s , w h o m  u n b e lie v e rs  th in k  to  b e  a liv e , a n d  th e  e v il sp ir its  w h o m  th e y  

w o rsh ip ?  F o r  w h e re  C h ris t is  n a m e d , id o la try  is  d e s tro y e d  a n d  th e  f ra u d  o f  e v il 

sp ir its  is  e x p o se d ; in d e e d , n o  su c h  sp ir it c a n  e n d u re  th a t  N a m e , b u t  ta k e s  to  

f lig h t o n  so u n d  o f  i t . T h is  is  th e  w o rk  o f  O n e  W h o  l iv e s , n o t  o f  o n e  d e a d ; a n d ,  

m o re  th a n  th a t, i t  is  th e  w o rk  o f  G o d . I t  w o u ld  b e  a b su rd  to  sa y  th a t  th e  e v il  

sp ir its  w h o m  H e  d riv e s  o u t  a n d  th e  id o ls  w h ic h  H e  d e s tro y s  a re  a liv e , b u t  th a t  

H e  W h o  d riv e s  o u t  a n d  d e s tro y s , a n d  W h o m  th e y  th e m se lv e s  a c k n o w le d g e  to  

b e  S o n  o f  G o d , is  d e a d .

(3 1  ) In  a  w o rd , th e n , th o se  w h o  d isb e lie v e  in  th e  re su rrec tio n  h a v e  n o  

su p p o rt  in  fa c ts , if  th e ir  g o d s  a n d  e v il sp ir its  d o  n o t d riv e  a w a y  th e  su p p o se d ly  

d e a d  C h ris t. R a th e r , i t is  H e  W h o  c o n v ic ts  th e m  o f  b e in g  d e a d . W e  a re  a g re e d  

th a t  a  d e a d  p e rso n  c a n  d o  n o th in g : y e t  th e  S a v io r  w o rk s  m ig h tily  e v e ry  d a y , 

d ra w in g  m e n  to  re lig io n ,  p e rsu a d in g  th e m  to  v ir tu e , te a c h in g  th e m  a b o u t  

im m o rta lity , q u ic k e n in g  th e ir  th irs t  fo r  h e a v e n ly  th in g s , re v e a lin g  th e  

k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  F a th e r , in sp ir in g  s tre n g th  in  fa c e  o f  d e a th , m a n ife s tin g  

H im se lf  to  e a c h , a n d  d isp la c in g  th e  ir ré lig io n  o f  id o ls ; w h ile  th e  g o d s  a n d  e v il 

sp ir its  o f  th e  u n b e lie v e rs  c a n  d o  n o n e  o f  th e se  th in g s ,  b u t  ra th e r  b e c o m e  d e a d  a t  

C h ris t 's  p re se n c e , a ll th e ir  o s te n ta tio n  b a rre n  a n d  v o id . B y  th e  s ig n  o f  th e  c ro ss , 

o n  th e  c o n tra ry , a ll m a g ic  is  s ta y e d , a ll so rc e ry  c o n fo u n d e d , a ll th e  id o ls  a re  

a b a n d o n e d  a n d  d e se r te d , a n d  a ll se n se le s s  p le a su re  c e a se s , a s  th e  e y e  o f  fa ith  

lo o k s  u p  f ro m  e a r th  to  h e a v e n . W h o m , th e n , a re  w e  to  c a ll d e a d ?  S h a ll w e  c a ll  

C h ris t d e a d , W h o  e ffe c ts  a ll th is?  B u t  th e  d e a d  h a v e  n o t  th e  fa c u lty  to  e ffe c t  

a n y th in g . O r  sh a ll w e  c a ll d e a th  d e a d , w h ic h  e ffe c ts  n o th in g  w h a te v e r , b u t  l ie s  

a s  l ife le s s  a n d  in e ffe c tiv e  a s  a re  th e  e v il sp ir its  a n d  th e  id o ls?  T h e  S o n  o f  G o d ,  

" liv in g  a n d  e ffe c tiv e ,[2 ] is  a c tiv e  e v e ry  d a y  a n d  e ffe c ts  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  a ll; b u t  

d e a th  is  d a ily  p ro v e d  to  b e  s tr ip p e d  o f  a ll i ts  s tre n g th , a n d  i t  is  th e  id o ls  a n d  th e  
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e v il sp ir its  w h o  a re  d e a d , n o t  H e . N o  ro o m  fo r  d o u b t  re m a in s , th e re fo re , 

c o n c e rn in g  th e  re su rrec tio n  o f  H is  b o d y .

In d e e d , i t  w o u ld  se e m  th a t  h e  w h o  d isb e lie v e s  th is  b o d ily  r is in g  o f  th e  L o rd  

is  ig n o ra n t  o f  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  W o rd  a n d  W isd o m  o f  G o d . I f  H e  to o k  a  b o d y  to  

H im se lf  a t a ll, a n d  m a d e  i t  H is  o w n  in  p u rsu a n c e  o f  H is  p u rp o se , a s  w e  h a v e  

sh o w n  th a t  H e  d id , w h a t  w a s  th e  L o rd  to  d o  w ith  i t , a n d  w h a t  w a s  u ltim a te ly  to  

b e c o m e  o f  th a t  b o d y  u p o n  w h ic h  th e  W o rd  h a d  d e sc e n d e d ?  M o rta l a n d  o ffe re d  

to  d e a th  o n  b e h a lf  o f  a ll a s  i t  w a s , i t c o u ld  n o t  b u t d ie ; in d e e d , i t  w a s  fo r  th a t  

v e ry  p u rp o se  th a t  th e  S a v io r  h a d  p re p a re d  i t  fo r  H im se lf . B u t  o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  

i t  c o u ld  n o t  re m a in  d e a d , b e c a u se  i t  h a d  b e c o m e  th e  v e ry  te m p le  o f  L ife . I t  

th e re fo re  d ie d , a s  m o rta l, b u t l iv e d  a g a in  b e c a u se  o f  th e  L ife  w ith in  i t ; a n d  i ts  

re su rre c tio n  is  m a d e  k n o w n  th ro u g h  i ts  w o rk s .

I t  is , in d e e d , in  a c c o rd an c e  w ith  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  in v is ib le  G o d  th a t  H e  

sh o u ld  b e  th u s  k n o w n  th ro u g h  H is  w o rk s; a n d  th o se  w h o  d o u b t  th e  L o rd 's  

re su rre c tio n  b e c a u se  th e y  d o  n o t  n o w  b e h o ld  H im  w ith  th e ir  e y e s ,  m ig h t  a s  w e ll  

d e n y  th e  v e ry  la w s  o f  n a tu re . T h e y  h a v e  g ro u n d  fo r  d isb e lie f  w h e n  w o rk s  a re  

la c k in g ; b u t  w h e n  th e  w o rk s  c ry  o u t a n d  p ro v e  th e  fa c t so  c le a r ly , w h y  d o  th e y  

d e lib e ra te ly  d e n y  th e  r is e n  l ife  so  m a n ife s tly  sh o w n ?  E v e n  if  th e ir  m e n ta l  

fa c u ltie s  a re  d e fe c tiv e , su re ly  th e ir  e y e s  c a n  g iv e  th e m  ir re fra g ab le  p ro o f  o f  th e  

p o w e r  a n d  G o d h e a d  o f  C h ris t. A  b lin d  m a n  c a n n o t se e  th e  su n , b u t  h e  k n o w s  

th a t  i t is  a b o v e  th e  e a r th  f ro m  th e  w a n n th  w h ic h  i t a ffo rd s ; s im ila r ly , le t  th o se  

w h o  a re  s till in  th e  b lin d n e ss  o f  u n b e lie f  re c o g n iz e  th e  G o d h e a d  o f  C h ris t a n d  

th e  re su rre c tio n  w h ic h  H e  h a s  b ro u g h t a b o u t th ro u g h  H is  m a n ife s te d  p o w e r  in  

o th e rs . O b v io u s ly  H e  w o u ld  n o t  b e  e x p e llin g  e v il sp ir its  a n d  d e sp o ilin g  id o ls , if  

H e  w e re  d e a d , fo r  th e  e v il sp ir its  w o u ld  n o t o b e y  o n e  w h o  w a s  d e a d . I f , o n  th e  

o th e r  h a n d , th e  v e ry  n a m in g  o f  H im  d riv e s  th e m  fo r th , H e  c le a r ly  is  n o t  d e a d ;  

a n d  th e  m o re  so  th a t  th e  sp ir its , w h o  p e rc e iv e  th in g s  u n se e n  b y  m e n , w o u ld  

k n o w  if  H e  w e re  so  a n d  w o u ld  re fr is e  to  o b e y  H im . B u t, a s  a  m a tte r  o f  fa c t, 

w h a t  p ro fa n e  p e rso n s  d o u b t, th e  e v il sp ir its  k n o w — n a m e ly  th a t  H e  is  G o d ; a n d  

fo r  th a t  re a so n  th e y  f le e  f ro m  H im  a n d  fa ll a t H is  fe e t, c ry in g  o u t e v e n  a s  th e y  

c r ie d  w h e n  H e  w a s  in  th e  b o d y , " W e  k n o w  T h e e  W h o  T h o u  a r t, th e  H o ly  O n e  

o f  G o d ,"  a n d , " A h , w h a t  h a v e  I in  c o m m o n  w ith  T h e e , T h o u  S o n  o f  G o d ?  I  

im p lo re  T h e e , to n n e n t  m e  n o t.  " [3 ]

B o th  f ro m  th e  c o n fe s s io n  o f  th e  e v il sp ir its  a n d  f ro m  th e  d a ily  w itn e ss  o f  

H is  w o rk s , i t  is  m a n ife s t, th e n , a n d  le t  n o n e  p re su m e  to  d o u b t  i t , th a t  th e  S a v io r  

h a s  ra ise d  H is  o w n  b o d y , a n d  th a t H e  is  v e ry  S o n  o f  G o d , h a v in g  H is  b e in g  

f ro m  G o d  a s  f ro m  a  F a th e r , W h o se  W o rd  a n d  W isd o m  a n d  W h o se  P o w e r  H e  is . 

H e  i t  is  W h o  in  th e se  la tte r  d a y s  a ssu m e d  a  b o d y  fo r  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  u s  a ll, a n d  

ta u g h t th e  w o rld  c o n c e rn in g  th e  F a th e r . H e  i t  is  W h o  h a s  d e s tro y e d  d e a th  a n d  

f re e ly  g ra c e d  u s  a ll w ith  in c o rru p tio n  th ro u g h  th e  p ro m ise  o f  th e  re su rre c tio n ,
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h a v in g  ra ise d  H is  o w n  b o d y  a s  i ts  f irs t- fru its , a n d  d isp la y e d  i t  b y  th e  s ig n  o f  th e  

c ro ss  a s  th e  m o n u m e n t to  H is  v ic to ry  o v e r  d e a th  a n d  i ts  c o rru p tio n .

Chapter 5 Notes

1. Cor. XV. 55.

2. Heb.iv. 12.

3. Of. Luke iv. 34 and Mark v. 7.

6

Refutation of the Jews

(3 3 )

W e  h a v e  d e a lt  th u s  fa r  w ith  th e  In c a rn a tio n  o f  o u r  S a v io r , a n d  h a v e  fo u n d  c le a r  

p ro o f  o f  th e  re su rrec tio n  o f  H is  B o d y  a n d  H is  v ic to ry  o v e r  d e a th . L e t  u s  n o w  g o  

fu r th e r  a n d  in v e s tig a te  th e  u n b e lie f  a n d  th e  r id ic u le  w ith  w h ic h  Je w s  a n d  

G e n tile s  re sp e c tiv e ly  re g a rd  th e se  sa m e  fa c ts . I t se e m s  th a t  in  b o th  c a se s  th e  

p o in ts  a t  is su e  a re  th e  sa m e , n a m e ly  th e  u n fittin g n e ss  o r  in c o n g ru ity  (a s  i t  

se e m s  to  th e m ) a lik e  o f  th e  c ro ss  a n d  o f  th e  W o rd 's  b e c o m in g  m a n  a t a ll. B u t  

w e  h a v e  n o  h e s ita tio n  in  ta k in g  u p  th e  a rg u m e n t  a g a in s t  th e se  o b je c to rs , fo r  th e  

p ro o fs  o n  o u r  s id e  a re  e x tre m e ly  c le a r .

F irs t, th e n , w e  w ill c o n s id e r  th e  Je w s . T h e ir  u n b e lie f  h a s  i ts  re fu ta tio n  in  

th e  S c rip tu re s  w h ic h  e v e n  th e m se lv e s  re a d ; fo r  f ro m  c o v e r  to  c o v e r  th e  in sp ire d  

B o o k  c le a r ly  te a c h e s  th e se  th in g s  b o th  in  i ts  e n tire ty  a n d  in  i ts  a c tu a l w o rd s . 

P ro p h e ts  fo re to ld  th e  m a rv e l o f  th e  V irg in  a n d  o f  th e  B ir th  f ro m  h e r , sa y in g , 

" B e h o ld , a  v irg in  sh a ll c o n c e iv e  a n d  b e a r  a  so n , a n d  th e y  sh a ll  c a ll  h is  n a m e  

Emmanuel, w h ic h  m e a n s  God is with z /.y ." [_ l_ ] A n d  M o se s , th a t  tru ly  g re a t o n e  in  

w h o se  w o rd  th e  Je w s  tru s t so  im p lic itly , h e  a lso  re c o g n iz e d  th e  im p o rta n c e  a n d  

tru th  o f  th e  m a tte r . H e  p u ts  i t  th u s : " T h e re  sh a ll a r ise  a  s ta r  f ro m  Ja c o b  a n d  a  

m a n  f ro m  Is ra e l, a n d  h e  sh a ll b re a k  in  p ie c e s  th e  ru le rs  o f  M o a b .  [2 ] A n d , a g a in ,  

" H o w  lo v e ly  a re  th y  d w e llin g s , O  Ja c o b , th y  te n ts , O  Is ra e l! L ik e  w o o d la n d  

v a lle y s  th e y  g iv e  sh a d e , a n d  l ik e  p a rk s  b y  r iv e rs , l ik e  te n ts  w h ic h  th e  L o rd  h a s  

p itc h e d , l ik e  c e d a r- tre e s  b y  s tre a m s . T h e re  sh a ll c o m e  fo r th  a  M a n  f ro m  a m o n g  

h is  se e d , a n d  h e  sh a ll ru le  o v e r  m a n y  p e o p le s .  " [3 ]  A n d , a g a in , Isa ia h  sa y s , 

" B e fo re  th e  B a b e  sh a ll  b e  o ld  e n o u g h  to  c a ll fa th e r  o r  m o th e r , h e  sh a ll ta k e  th e  
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p o w e r  o f  D a m a sc u s  a n d  th e  sp o ils  o f  S a m a ria  f ro m  u n d e r  th e  e y e s  o f  th e  k in g  

o f  A ssy r ia .  " [4 ] T h e se  w o rd s , th e n , fo re te ll  th a t  a  M a n  sh a ll a p p e a r . A n d  

S c rip tu re  p ro c la im s  fu r th e r  th a t  H e  th a t  is  to  c o m e  is  L o rd  o f  a ll. T h e se  a re  th e  

w o rd s , " B e h o ld , th e  L o rd  s itte th  o n  a n  a iry  c lo u d  a n d  sh a ll c o m e  in to  E g y p t,  

a n d  th e  m a n -m a d e  im a g e s  o f  E g y p t  sh a ll b e  sh a k e n .  " [5 ] A n d  i t is  f ro m  E g y p t  

a lso  th a t  th e  F a th e r  c a lls  h im  b a c k , sa y in g , " O u t o f  E g y p t  h a v e  I c a lle d  M y  

S o n .  " [6 ]

(3 4 )  M o re o v e r , th e  S c rip tu re s  a re  n o t s ile n t e v e n  a b o u t  H is  d e a th . O n  th e  

c o n tra ry , th e y  re fe r  to  i t  w ith  th e  u tm o s t  c le a rn e s s . T h e y  h a v e  n o t fe a re d  to  

sp e a k  a lso  o f  th e  c a u se  o f  i t . H e  e n d u re s  i t , th e y  sa y , n o t fo r  H is  o w n  sa k e , b u t  

fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  b rin g in g  im m o rta lity  a n d  sa lv a tio n  to  a ll, a n d  th e y  re c o rd  a lso  

th e  p lo ttin g  o f  th e  Je w s  a g a in s t H im  a n d  a ll  th e  in d ig n itie s  w h ic h  H e  su ffe re d  a t  

th e ir  h a n d s . C e rta in ly  n o b o d y  w h o  re a d s  th e  S c rip tu re s  c a n  p le a d  ig n o ra n c e  o f  

th e  fa c ts  a s  a n  e x c u se  fo r  e rro r! T h e re  is  th is  p a ssa g e , fo r  in s ta n c e : " A  m a n  th a t  

is  a fflic te d  a n d  k n o w s  h o w  to  b e a r  w e a k n e ss , fo r  H is  fa c e  is  tu rn e d  a w a y . H e  

w a s  d ish o n o re d  a n d  n o t  c o n s id e re d , H e  b e a rs  o u r  s in s  a n d  su ffe rs  fo r  o u r  sa k e s .  

A n d  w e  fo r  o u r  p a r t  th o u g h t H im  d is tre s se d  a n d  a ff lic te d  a n d  i l l-u se d ; b u t  i t  

w a s  fo r  o u r  s in s  th a t  H e  w a s  w o u n d e d  a n d  fo r  o u r  la w le s sn ess  th a t  H e  w a s  

m a d e  w e a k . C h a s tis e m e n t fo r  o u r  p e a c e  w a s  u p o n  H im , a n d  b y  H is  b ra is in g  w e  

a re  h e a le d .  " [7 ] O  m a rv e l a t  th e  lo v e  o f  th e  W o rd  fo r  m e n , fo r  i t  is  o n  o u r  

a c c o u n t  th a t  H e  is  d ish o n o re d , so  th a t  w e  m a y  b e  b ro u g h t  to  h o n o r . " F o r  a ll  

w e ,"  i t g o e s  o n , " h a v e  s tra y e d  l ik e  sh e e p , m a n  h a s  s tra y e d  f ro m  h is  p a th , a n d  

th e  L o rd  h a s  g iv e n  H im  u p  fo r  o u r  s in s ; a n d  H e  H im se lf  d id  n o t o p e n  H is  

m o u th  a t  th e  i l l- trea tm e n t. L ik e  a  sh e e p  H e  w a s  le d  to  s la u g h te r , a n d  a s  a  la m b  

is  d u m b  b e fo re  i ts  sh e a re r , so  H e  o p e n e d  n o t  H is  m o u th ;  in  H is  h u m ilia tio n  H is  

ju d g m e n t w a s  ta k e n  a w a y .  " [8 ] A n d  th e n  S c rip h ire  a n tic ip a te s  th e  su rm ise s  o f  

a n y  w h o  m ig h t  th in k  f ro m  H is  su ffe r in g  th u s  th a t  H e  w a s  ju s t  a n  o rd in a ry  m a n , 

a n d  sh o w s  w h a t  p o w e r  w o rk e d  in  H is  b e h a lf . " W h o  sh a ll d e c la re  o f  w h a t  

l in e a g e  H e  c o m e s? "  i t sa y s , " fo r  H is  l ife  is  e x a lte d  f ro m  th e  e a r th . B y  th e  

la w le s sn e sse s o f  th e  p e o p le  w a s  H e  b ro u g h t  to  d e a th , a n d  I  w ill g iv e  th e  w ic k e d  

in  re tu rn  fo r  H is  b u ria l a n d  th e  r ic h  in  re tu rn  fo r  H is  d e a th . F o r  H e  d id  n o  

la w le s sn e ss , n e ith e r  w a s  d e c e it fo u n d  in  H is  m o u th . A n d  th e  L o rd  w ills  to  h e a l  

H im  o f  H is  a ff lic tio n .  " [9 ]

(3 5 )  Y o u  h a v e  h e a rd  th e  p ro p h e c y  o f  H is  d e a th , a n d  n o w , p e rh a p s ,  y o u  

w a n t  to  k n o w  w h a t  in d ic a tio n s  th e re  a re  a b o u t  th e  c ro ss . E v e n  th is  is  n o t  p a sse d  

o v e r  in  s ile n c e : o n  th e  c o n tra ry , th e  sa c re d  w rite rs  p ro c la im  i t  w ith  th e  u tm o s t  

p la in n e ss . M o se s  fo re te lls  i t f irs t , a n d  th a t  r ig h t  lo u d ly , w h e n  h e  sa y s , " Y o u  

sh a ll se e  y o u r  L ife  h a n g in g  b e fo re  y o u r  e y e s , a n d  sh a ll n o t  b e lie v e .  " [1 0 1  A fte r  

h im  th e  p ro p h e ts  a lso  g iv e  th e ir  w itn e ss , sa y in g , " B u t I a s  a n  in n o c e n t la m b  

b ro u g h t  to  b e  o ffe re d  w a s  y e t  ig n o ra n t o f  i t . T h e y  p lo tte d  e v il a g a in s t  M e , 

sa y in g , 'C o m e , le t  u s  c a s t  w o o d  in to  H is  b re a d , a n d  w ip e  H im  o u t f ro m  th e  la n d  
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o f  th e  l iv in g .  " [1 1 ] A n d , a g a in , " T h e y  p ie rc e d  M y  h a n d s  a n d  M y  fe e t, th e y  

c o u n te d  a ll M y  b o n e s , th e y  d iv id e d  M y  g a n n e n ts  fo r  th e m se lv e s  a n d  c a s t lo ts  

fo r  M y  c lo th in g .  " [1 2 ] N o w  a  d e a th  l if te d  u p  a n d  th a t  ta k e s  p la c e  o n  w o o d  c a n  

b e  n o n e  o th e r  th a n  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  c ro ss ; m o re o v e r , i t  is  o n ly  in  th a t  d e a th  th a t  

th e  h a n d s  a n d  fe e t a re  p ie rc e d . B e s id e s  th is , s in c e  th e  S a v io r  d w e lt a m o n g  m e n , 

a ll n a tio n s  e v e ry w h e re  h a v e  b e g u n  to  k n o w  G o d ; a n d  th is  to o  H o ly  W rit  

e x p re s s ly  m e n tio n s . " T h e re  sh a ll b e  th e  R o o t  o f  Je s se ,"  i t  sa y s , " a n d  h e  w h o  

r is e s  u p  to  ru le  th e  n a tio n s , o n  H im  n a tio n s  sh a ll se t  th e ir  h o p e ." [1 3 ]

T h e se  a re  ju s t  a  fe w  th in g s  in  p ro o f  o f  w h a t  h a s  ta k e n  p la c e ; b u t  in d e e d  a ll  

S c rip tu re  te e m s  w ith  d isp ro o f  o f  Je w ish  u n b e lie f . F o r  e x a m p le ,  w h ic h  o f  th e  

r ig h te o u s  m e n  a n d  h o ly  p ro p h e ts  a n d  p a tr ia rch s  o f  w h o m  th e  D iv in e  S c rip tu re s  

te ll e v e r  h a d  h is  b o d ily  b ir th  f ro m  a  v irg in  o n ly ?  W a s  n o t  A b e l b o m  o f  A d a m ,  

E n o c h  o f  Ja re d , N o a h  o f  L a m e c h , A b ra h a m  o f  T e ra h , Isa a c  o f  A b ra h a m , a n d  

Ja c o b  o f  Isa a c ?  W a s  n o t  Ju d a h  b e g o tte n  b y  Ja c o b  a n d  M o se s  a n d  A a ro n  b y  

A m e ram ?  W a s  n o t S a m u e l  th e  so n  o f  E lk a n a h , D a v id  o f  Je s se , S o lo m o n  o f  

D a v id , H e z e k ia h  o f  A h a z , Jo s ia h  o f  A m o n , Isa ia h  o f  A m o s , Je re m ia h  o f  

H ilk ia h  a n d  E z e k ie l  o f  B u z i?  H a d  n o t e a c h  o f  th e se  a  fa th e r  a s  a u th o r  o f  h is  

b e in g ?  S o  w h o  is  H e  th a t  is  b o m  o f  a  v irg in  o n ly , th a t  s ig n  o f  w h ic h  th e  p ro p h e t  

m a k e s  so  m u c h ?  A g a in , w h ic h  o f  a ll  th o se  p e o p le  h a d  h is  b ir th  a n n o u n c e d  to  

th e  w o rld  b y  a  s ta r  in  th e  h e a v e n s?  W h e n  M o se s  w a s  b o m  h is  p a re n ts  h id  h im .  

D a v id  w a s  u n k n o w n  e v e n  in  h is  o w n  n e ig h b o rh o o d , so  th a t  m ig h ty  S a m u e l 

h im se lf  w a s  ig n o ra n t o f  h is  e x is te n c e  a n d  a sk e d  w h e th e r  Je s se  h a d  y e t  a n o th e r  

so n . A b ra h a m  a g a in  b e c a m e  k n o w n  to  h is  n e ig h b o rs  a s  a  g re a t m a n  o n ly  a f te r  

h is  b ir th . B u t  w ith  C h ris t i t  w a s  o th e rw ise . T h e  w itn e ss  to  H is  b ir th  w a s  n o t  

m a n , b u t  a  s ta r  sh in in g  in  th e  h e a v e n s  w h e n c e  H e  w a s  c o m in g  d o w n .

(3 6 )  T h e n , a g a in , w h a t  k in g  th a t  e v e r  w a s  re ig n e d  a n d  to o k  tro p h ie s  f ro m  

h is  e n e m ie s  b e fo re  h e  h a d  s tre n g th  to  c a ll fa th e r  o r  m o th e r?  W a s  n o t  D a v id  

th ir ty  y e a rs  o ld  w h e n  h e  c a m e  to  th e  th ro n e  a n d  S o lo m o n  a  g ro w n  y o u n g  m a n ?  

D id  n o t  Jo a sh  e n te r  o n  h is  re ig n  a t  th e  a g e  o f  se v e n , a n d  Jo s ia h , so m e  t im e  a f te r  

h im , a t  a b o u t  th e  sa m e  a g e , b o th  o f  th e m  fu lly  a b le  b y  th a t  t im e  to  c a ll fa th e r  o r  

m o th e r?  W h o  is  th e re , th e n , th a t  w a s  re ig n in g  a n d  d e sp o ilin g  h is  e n e m ie s  

a lm o s t  b e fo re  h e  w a s  b o m ?  L e t  th e  Je w s , w h o  h a v e  in v e s tig a te d  th e  m a tte r , te ll  

u s  if  th e re  w a s  e v e r  su c h  a  k in g  in  Is ra e l o r  Ju d a h — a  k in g  u p o n  w h o m  a ll th e  

n a tio n s  se t  th e ir  h o p e s  a n d  h a d  p e a c e , in s te a d  o f  b e in g  a t e n m ity  w ith  h im  o n  

e v e ry  s id e ! A s  lo n g  a s  Je ru sa le m  s to o d  th e re  w a s  c o n s ta n t  w a r  b e tw e e n  th e m ,  

a n d  th e y  a ll fo u g h t  a g a in s t  Is ra e l. T h e  A ssy r ia n s  o p p re s se d  Is ra e l, th e  

E g y p tia n s  p e rse c u te d  th e m , th e  B a b y lo n ia n s  fe ll u p o n  th e m , a n d , s tra n g e  to  

re la te , e v e n  th e  S y ria n s  th e ir  n e ig h b o rs  w e re  a t  w a r  w ith  th e m . A n d  d id  n o t  

D a v id  f ig h t w ith  M o a b  a n d  sm ite  th e  S y ria n s , a n d  H e z e k ia h  q u a il a t  th e  

b o a s tin g  o f  S e n n a c h e r ib ?  D id  n o t  A m a le k  m a k e  w a r  o n  M o se s  a n d  th e  

A m o n te s  o p p o se  h im , a n d  d id  n o t  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  Je r ic h o  a rray  th e m se lv e s  
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a g a in s t  Jo sh u a  th e  so n  o f  N u n ?  D id  n o t  th e  n a tio n s  a lw a y s  re g a rd  Is ra e l w ith  

im p la c a b le  h o s tility ?  T h e n  i t is  w o rth  in q u ir in g  w h o  i t  is , o n  w h o m  th e  n a tio n s  

a re  to  se t  th e ir  h o p e s . O b v io u s ly  th e re  m u s t  b e  so m e o n e , fo r  th e  p ro p h e t c o u ld  

n o t  h a v e  to ld  a  l ie . B u t  d id  a n y  o f  th e  h o ly  p ro p h e ts  o r  o f  th e  e a r ly  p a tr ia rch s  

d ie  o n  th e  c ro ss  fo r  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  a ll?  W a s  a n y  o f  th e m  w o u n d e d  a n d  k ille d  

fo r  th e  h e a lin g  o f  a ll?  D id  th e  id o ls  o f  E g y p t  fa ll d o w n  b e fo re  a n y  r ig h te o u s  

m a n  o r  k in g  th a t  c a m e  th e re ?  A b ra h a m  c a m e  th e re  c e r ta in ly , b u t  id o la try  

p re v a ile d  ju s t  th e  sa m e ; a n d  M o se s  w a s  b o m  th e re , b u t  th e  m is ta k e n  w o rsh ip  

w a s  u n c h a n g e d .

(3 7 )  A g a in , d o e s  S c rip tu re  te ll o f  a n y o n e  w h o  w a s  p ie rc e d  in  h a n d s  a n d  

fe e t  o r  h u n g  u p o n  a  tre e  a t a ll, a n d  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  c ro ss  p e rfe c ted  h is  sa c r if ic e  

fo r  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  a ll?  I t  w a s  n o t  A b ra h a m , fo r  h e  d ie d  in  h is  b e d , a s  d id  a lso  

Isa a c  a n d  Ja c o b . M o se s  a n d  A a ro n  d ie d  in  th e  m o u n ta in , a n d  D a v id  e n d e d  h is  

d a y s  in  h is  h o u se ,  w ith o u t a n y b o d y  h a v in g  p lo tte d  a g a in s t  h im . C e rta in ly  h e  

h a d  b e e n  so u g h t  b y  S a u l, b u t  h e  w a s  p re se rv e d  u n h a rm e d . A g a in  Isa ia h  w a s  

sa w n  a su n d e r , b u t  h e  w a s  n o t  h u n g  o n  a  tre e . Je re m ia h  w a s  sh a m e fu lly  u se d ,  

b u t  h e  d id  n o t  d ie  u n d e r  c o n d e m n a tio n . E z e k ie l  su ffe re d , b u t  h e  d id  so , n o t  o n  

b e h a lf  o f  th e  p e o p le , b u t  o n ly  to  s ig n ify  to  th e m  w h a t  w a s  g o in g  to  h a p p e n . 

M o re o v e r , a ll th e se  e v e n  w h e n  th e y  su ffe re d  w e re  b u t  m e n , l ik e  o th e r  m e n ; b u t  

H e  W h o m  th e  S c rip tu re s  d e c la re  to  su ffe r  o n  b e h a lf  o f  a ll is  c a lle d  n o t  m e re ly  

m a n  b u t  L ife  o f  a ll, a lth o u g h  in  p o in t  o f  fa c t  H e  d id  sh a re  o u r  h u m a n  n a tu re .  

" Y o u  sh a ll se e  y o u r  L ife  h a n g in g  b e fo re  y o u r  e y e s ,"  th e y  sa y , a n d  " W h o  sh a ll  

d e c la re  o f  w h a t  l in e a g e  H e  c o m e s? "  W ith  a ll th e  sa in ts  w e  c a n  tra c e  th e ir  

d e sc e n t f ro m  th e  b e g in n in g , a n d  se e  e x a c tly  h o w  e a c h  c a m e  to  b e ; b u t  th e  

D iv in e  W o rd  m a in ta in s  th a t  w e  c a n n o t d e c la re  th e  l in e a g e  o f  H im  W h o  is  th e  

L ife . W h o  is  i t , th e n , o f  W h o m  H o ly  W rit  th u s  sp e a k s?  W h o  is  th e re  so  g re a t  

th a t  e v e n  th e  p ro p h e ts  fo re te ll o f  H im  su c h  m ig h ty  th in g s?  T h e re  is  in d e e d  n o  

o n e  in  th e  S c rip tu re s  a t  a ll, sa v e  th e  c o m m o n  S a v io r  o f  a ll, th e  W o rd  o f  G o d ,  

o u r  L o rd  Je su s  C h ris t. H e  i t  is  th a t  p ro c e e d e d  f ro m  a  v irg in , a n d  a p p e a re d  a s  

m a n  o n  e a r th , H e  i t  is  W h o se  e a r th ly  l in e a g e  c a n n o t  b e  d e c la red , b e c a u se  H e  

a lo n e  d e r iv e s  H is  b o d y  f ro m  n o  h u m a n  fa th e r , b u t f ro m  a  v irg in  a lo n e . W e  c a n  

tra c e  th e  p a te rn a l  d e sc e n t o f  D a v id  a n d  M o se s  a n d  o f  a ll  th e  p a tr ia rc h s . B u t  

w ith  th e  S a v io r  w e  c a n n o t  d o  so , fo r  i t  w a s  H e  H im se lf  W h o  c a u se d  th e  s ta r  to  

a im o u n c e  H is  b o d ily  b ir th , a n d  i t  w a s  f itt in g  th a t  th e  W o rd , w h e n  H e  c a m e  

d o w n  f ro m  h e a v e n , sh o u ld  h a v e  H is  s ig n  in  h e a v e n  to o , a n d  f itt in g  th a t  th e  

K in g  o f  c re a tio n  o n  H is  c o m in g  fo r th  sh o u ld  b e  v is ib ly  re c o g n iz e d  b y  a ll  th e  

w o rld . H e  w a s  a c tu a lly  b o m  in  Ju d e a , y e t  m e n  f ro m  P e rs ia  c a m e  to  w o rsh ip  

H im . H e  i t  is  W h o  w o n  v ic to ry  f ro m  H is  d e m o n  fo e s  a n d  tro p h ie s  f ro m  th e  

id o la te rs  e v e n  b e fo re  H is  b o d ily  a p p e a r in g — n a m e ly , a ll th e  h e a th e n  w h o  f ro m  

e v e ry  re g io n  h a v e  a b ju re d  th e  tra d itio n  o f  th e ir  fa th e rs  a n d  th e  fa lse  w o rsh ip  o f  

id o ls  a n d  a re  n o w  p la c in g  th e ir  h o p e  in  C h ris t  a n d  tra n s fe rr in g  th e ir  a lle g ia n c e  
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to  H im  T h e  th in g  is  h a p p e n in g  b e fo re  o u r  v e ry  e y e s , h e re  in  E g y p t; a n d  

th e re b y  a n o th e r  p ro p h e c y  is  f td f ille d , fo r  a t  n o  o th e r  t im e  h a v e  th e  E g y p tia n s  

c e a se d  f ro m  th e ir  fa lse  w o rsh ip  sa v e  w h e n  th e  L o rd  o f  a ll, r id in g  a s  o n  a  c lo u d , 

c a m e  d o w n  h e re  in  th e  b o d y  a n d  b ro u g h t  th e  e rro r  o f  id o ls  to  n o th in g  a n d  w o n  

o v e r  e v e ry b o d y  to  H im se lf  a n d  th ro u g h  H im se lf  to  th e  F a th e r . H e  i t  is  W h o  w a s  

c ru c if ied  w ith  th e  su n  a n d  m o o n  a s  w itn e sse s ; a n d  b y  H is  d e a th  sa lv a tio n  h a s  

c o m e  to  a ll  m e n , a n d  a ll c re a tio n  h a s  b e e n  re d e e m e d . H e  is  th e  L ife  o f  a ll, a n d  

H e  i t  is  W h o  l ik e  a  sh e e p  g a v e  u p  H is  o w n  b o d y  to  d e a th , H is  l ife  fo r  o u rs  a n d  

o u r  sa lv a tio n .

(3 8 )  Y e t th e  Je w s  d isb e lie v e  th is . T h is  a rg u m e n t  d o e s  n o t sa tis fy  th e m . 

W e ll, th e n , le t  th e m  b e  p e rsu a d e d  b y  o th e r  th in g s  in  th e ir  o w n  o ra c le s . O f  

w h o m , fo r  in s ta n c e , d o  th e  p ro p h e ts  sa y  " I  w a s  m a d e  m a n ife s t  to  th o se  w h o  d id  

n o t  se e k  M e , I  w a s  fo u n d  b y  th o se  w h o  h a d  n o t  a sk e d  fo r  M e ?  I sa id , 'S ee , h e re  

a m  I , ' to  th e  n a tio n  th a t  h a d  n o t  c a lle d  u p o n  M y  N a m e . I s tre tc h e d  o u t M y  

h a n d s  to  a  d iso b e d ie n t  a n d  g a in sa y in g  p e o p le ." [1 4 1  W h o  is  th is  p e rso n  th a t  w a s  

m a d e  m a n ife s t, o n e  m ig h t  a sk  th e  Je w s?  I f  th e  p ro p h e t is  sp e a k in g  o f  h im se lf , 

th e n  th e y  m u s t  te ll  u s  h o w  h e  w a s  f irs t h id d e n , in  o rd e r  to  b e  m a n ife s te d  

a f te rw a rd s . A n d , a g a in , w h a t  k in d  o f  m a n  is  th is  p ro p h e t, w h o  w a s  n o t o n ly  

re v e a le d  a f te r  b e in g  h id d e n , b u t a lso  s tre tc h e d  o u t  h is  h a n d s  u p o n  th e  c ro ss?  

T h o se  th in g s  h a p p e n e d  to  n o n e  o f  th o se  r ig h te o u s  m e n : th e y  h a p p e n e d  o n ly  to  

th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  W h o , b e in g  b y  n a tu re  w ith o u t  b o d y , o n  o u r  a c c o u n t a p p e a re d  

in  a  b o d y  a n d  su ffe re d  fo r  u s  a ll. A n d  if  e v e n  th is  is  n o t  e n o u g h  fo r  th e m , th e re  

is  o th e r  o v e rw h e lm in g  e v id e n c e  b y  w h ic h  th e y  m a y  b e  s ile n c e d . T h e  S c rip tu re  

sa y s , " B e  s tro n g , h a n d s  th a t  h a n g  d o w n  a n d  fe e b le  k n e e s , ta k e  c o u ra g e , y o u  o f  

l i t t le  fa ith , b e  s tro n g  a n d  d o  n o t fe a r . S e e , o u r  G o d  w ill re c o m p e n se  ju d g m e n t,  

H e  H im se lf  w ill c o m e  a n d  sa v e  u s . T h e n  th e  e y e s  o f  b lin d  m e n  sh a ll b e  o p e n e d  

a n d  th e  e a rs  o f  d e a f  m e n  sh a ll h e a r , a n d  s ta m m e re rs sh a ll sp e a k  d is tin c tly .  " [1 5 1  

W h a t  c a n  th e y  sa y  to  th is , o r  h o w  c a n  th e y  lo o k  i t  in  th e  fa c e  a t  a ll?  F o r  th e  

p ro p h e c y  d o e s  n o t  o n ly  d e c la re  th a t  G o d  w ill d w e ll h e re , i t a lso  m a k e s  k n o w n  

th e  s ig n s  a n d  th e  t im e  o f  H is  c o m in g . W h e n  G o d  c o m e s , i t sa y s , th e  b lin d  w ill  

se e , th e  la m e  w ill w a lk , th e  d e a f  w ill  h e a r  a n d  th e  s ta m m e re rs  w ill sp e a k  

d is tin c tly . C a n  th e  Je w s  te ll u s  w h e n  su c h  s ig n s  o c c u rred  in  Is ra e l, o r  w h e n  

a n y th in g  o f  th e  k in d  to o k  p la c e  a t a ll in  Je w ry ?  T h e  le p e r  N a a m a n  w a s  

c le a n se d , i t  is  tru e , b u t  n o  d e a f  m a n  h e a rd  n o r  d id  a n y  la m e  m a n  w a lk . E lija h  

ra ise d  a  d e a d  p e rso n  a n d  so  d id  E lish a ; b u t  n o  o n e  b lin d  f ro m  b ir th  re c e iv e d  h is  

s ig h t. T o  ra ise  a  d e a d  p e rso n  is  a  g re a t  th in g  in d e e d , b u t  i t  is  n o t su c h  a s  th e  

S a v io r  d id . A n d  su re ly , s in c e  th e  S c rip tu re s  h a v e  n o t  k e p t s ile n c e  a b o u t  th e  

le p e r  a n d  th e  d e a d  so n  o f  th e  w id o w , if  a  la m e  m a n  h a d  w a lk e d  a n d  a  b lin d  m a n  

h a d  re c e iv e d  h is  s ig h t, th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  m e n tio n e d  th e se  a s  w e ll. T h e ir  s ile n c e  

o n  th e se  p o in ts  p ro v e s  th a t  th e  e v e n ts  n e v e r  to o k  p la c e . W h e n  th e re fo re  d id  

th e se  th in g s  h a p p e n , u n le s s  w h e n  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  H im se lf  c a m e  in  th e  b o d y ?
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W a s  i t  n o t  w h e n  H e  c a m e  th a t  la m e  m e n  w a lk e d  a n d  s ta m m e re rs  sp o k e  c le a r ly  

a n d  m e n  b lin d  f ro m  b ir th  w e re  g iv e n  s ig h t?  A n d  th e  Je w s  w h o  sa w  i t  

th e m se lv e s  te s tif ie d  to  th e  fa c t th a t  su c h  th in g s  h a d  n e v e r  b e fo re  o c c u rre d .  

" S in c e  th e  w o rld  b e g a n ,"  th e y  sa id , " it  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  h e a rd  o f  th a t  a n y o n e  

sh o u ld  o p e n  th e  e y e s  o f  a  m a n  b o m  b lin d . I f  th is  M a n  w e re  n o t f ro m  G o d , H e  

c o u ld  d o  n o th in g .  " [1 6 ]

(3 9 )  B u t su re ly  th e y  c a n n o t f ig h t a g a in s t p la in  fa c ts . S o  i t  m a y  b e  th a t,  

w ith o u t  d e n y in g  w h a t  is  w ritte n ,  th e y  w ill  m a in ta in  th a t  th e y  a re  s till w a itin g  

fo r  th e se  th in g s  to  h a p p e n , a n d  th a t  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  is  y e t  to  c o m e , fo r  th a t  is  a  

th e m e  o n  w h ic h  th e y  a re  a lw a y s  h a rp in g  m o s t  b ra z e n ly , in  sp ite  o f  a ll th e  

e v id e n c e  a g a in s t  th e m . B u t  th e y  sh a ll b e  re fu te d  o n  th is  su p re m e  p o in t  m o re  

c le a r ly  th a n  o n  a n y , a n d  th a t  n o t  b y  o u rse lv e s  b u t  b y  th e  m o s t  w ise  D a n ie l, fo r  

h e  s ig n if ie s  th e  a c tu a l d a te  o f  th e  S a v io r 's  c o m in g  a s  w e ll a s  H is  D iv in e  so jo u rn  

in  o u r  m id s t. " S e v e n ty  w e e k s ,"  h e  sa y s , " a re  c u t sh o r t  u p o n  th y  p e o p le  a n d  

u p o n  th e  h o ly  c ity , to  m a k e  a  c o m p le te  e n d  o f  s in  a n d  fo r  s in s  to  b e  se a le d  u p  

a n d  in iq u itie s  b lo tte d  o u t, a n d  to  m a k e  re c o n c ilia tio n  fo r  in iq u ity  a n d  to  se a l  

v is io n  a n d  p ro p h e t, a n d  to  a n o in t  a  H o ly  O n e  o f  h o lie s . A n d  th o u  sh a lt  k n o w  

a n d  u n d e rs ta n d  f ro m  th e  g o in g  fo r th  o f  th e  W o rd  to  a n sw e r ,[1 7 ] a n d  to  b u ild  

Je ru sa le m , u n til  C h ris t  th e  P rin c e .  " [1 8 ] In  re g a rd  to  th e  o th e r  p ro p h e c ie s ,  th e y  

m a y  p o ss ib ly  b e  a b le  to  f in d  e x c u se s  fo r  d e fe rr in g  th e ir  re fe re n c e  to  a  fu tu re  

t im e , b u t  w h a t c a n  th e y  sa y  to  th is  o n e ?  H o w  c a n  th e y  fa c e  i t  a t a ll?  N o t o n ly  

d o e s  i t  e x p re s s ly  m e n tio n  th e  A n o in te d  O n e , th a t  is  th e  C h ris t, i t  e v e n  d e c la re s  

th a t  H e  W h o  is  to  b e  a n o in te d  is  n o t  m a n  o n ly , b u t  th e  H o ly  O n e  o f  h o lie s ! A n d  

i t  sa y s  th a t  Je ru sa le m  is  to  s ta n d  t i l l  H is  c o m in g , a n d  th a t  a f te r  i t  p ro p h e t a n d  

v is io n  sh a ll c e a se  in  Is ra e l! D a v id  w a s  a n o in te d  o f  o ld , a n d  S o lo m o n , a n d  

H e z e k ia h ; b u t  th e n  Je ru sa le m  a n d  th e  p la c e  s to o d , a n d  p ro p h e ts  w e re  

p ro p h e sy in g , G a d  a n d  A sa p h  a n d  N a th a n , a n d  la te r  Isa ia h  a n d  H o se a  a n d  A m o s  

a n d  o th e rs . M o re o v e r , th o se  m e n  w h o  w e re  a n o in te d  w e re  c a lle d  h o ly  c e r ta in ly ,  

b u t  n o n e  o f  th e m  w a s  c a lle d  th e  H o ly  o f  h o lie s . N o r  is  i t  a n y  u se  fo r  th e  Je w s  to  

ta k e  re fu g e  in  th e  C a p tiv ity , a n d  sa y  th a t  Je ru sa le m  d id  n o t e x is t  th e n , fo r  w h a t  

a b o u t  th e  p ro p h e ts?  I t  is  a  fa c t  th a t  a t  th e  o u tse t  o f  th e  E x ile  D a n ie l  a n d  

Je re m ia h  w e re  th e re , a n d  E z e k ie l a n d  H a g g a i  a n d  Z e c h a r ia h  a lso  p ro p h e s ie d .

(4 0 )  S o  th e  Je w s  a re  in d u lg in g  in  f ic tio n , a n d  tra n s fe rr in g  p re se n t  t im e  to  

fu tu re . W h e n  d id  p ro p h e t a n d  v is io n  c e a se  f ro m  Is ra e l?  W a s  i t  n o t  w h e n  C h ris t  

c a m e , th e  H o ly  O n e  o f  h o lie s?  I t  is , in  fa c t, a  s ig n  a n d  n o ta b le  p ro o f  o f  th e  

c o m in g  o f  th e  W o rd  th a t  Je ru sa le m  n o  lo n g e r  s ta n d s , n e ith e r  is  p ro p h e t  ra ise d  

u p  n o r  v is io n  re v e a le d  a m o n g  th e m . A n d  i t  is  n a tu ra l th a t  i t  sh o u ld  b e  so , fo r  

w h e n  H e  th a t  w a s  s ig n if ie d  h a d  c o m e , w h a t  n e e d  w a s  th e re  a n y  lo n g e r  o f  a n y  to  

s ig n ify  H im ?  A n d  w h e n  th e  T ru th  h a d  c o m e , w h a t fu r th e r  n e e d  w a s  th e re  o f  th e  

sh a d o w ?  O n  H is  a c c o u n t o n ly  th e y  p ro p h e s ie d  c o n tin u a lly , u n til su c h  t im e  a s  

E sse n tia l R ig h te o u sn e ss  h a s  c o m e , W h o  w a s  m a d e  th e  R a n so m  fo r  th e  s in s  o f  
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a ll. F o r  th e  sa m e  re a so n  Je ru sa le m  s to o d  u n til  th e  sa m e  t im e , in  o rd e r  th a t  th e re  

m e n  m ig h t  p re m e d ita te  th e  ty p e s  b e fo re  th e  T ru th  w a s  k n o w n . S o , o f  c o u rse ,  

o n c e  th e  H o ly  O n e  o f  h o lie s  h a d  c o m e , b o th  v is io n  a n d  p ro p h e c y  w e re  se a le d .  

A n d  th e  k in g d o m  o f  Je ru sa le m  c e a se d  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e ,  b e c a u se  k in g s  w e re  to  

b e  a n o in te d  a m o n g  th e m  o n ly  u n til  th e  H o ly  o f  h o lie s  h a d  b e e n  a n o in te d .  

M o se s  a lso  p ro p h e s ie s  th a t  th e  k in g d o m  o f  th e  Je w s  sh a ll s ta n d  u n til H is  t im e , 

sa y in g , " A  ru le r  sh a ll n o t  fa il f ro m  Ju d a h  n o r  a  p rin c e  f ro m  h is  lo in s , u n til th e  

th in g s  la id  u p  fo r  h im  sh a ll c o m e  a n d  th e  E x p e c ta tio n  o f  th e  n a tio n s  

H im se lf  " f l  9 1  A n d  th a t  is  w h y  th e  S a v io r  H im se lf  w a s  a lw a y s  p ro c la im in g  

" T h e  la w  a n d  th e  p ro p h e ts  p ro p h e s ie d  u n til Jo h n .  " 1 2 0 1  S o  if  th e re  is  s till  k in g  o r  

p ro p h e t  o r  v is io n  a m o n g  th e  Je w s , th e y  d o  w e ll  to  d e n y  th a t  C h ris t  is  c o m e ; b u t  

if  th e re  is  n e ith e r  k in g  n o r  v is io n , a n d  s in c e  th a t  t im e  a ll p ro p h e c y  h a s  b e e n  

se a le d  a n d  c ity  a n d  te m p le  ta k e n , h o w  c a n  th e y  b e  so  ir re lig io u s , h o w  c a n  th e y  

so  f la u n t th e  fa c ts , a s  to  d e n y  C h ris t W h o  h a s  b ro u g h t  i t a ll a b o u t?  A g a in ,  th e y  

s e e  th e  h e a th e n  fo rsa k in g  id o ls  a n d  se ttin g  th e ir  h o p e s  th ro u g h  C h ris t  o n  th e  

G o d  o f  Is ra e l; w h y  d o  th e y  y e t  d e n y  C h ris t  W h o  a f te r  th e  f le sh  w a s  b o m  o f  th e  

ro o t o f  Je s se  a n d  re ig n s  h e n c e fo rw a rd ?  O f  c o u rse , if  th e  h e a th e n  w e re  

w o rsh ip p in g  so m e  o th e r  g o d , a n d  n o t  c o n fe s s in g  th e  G o d  o f  A b ra h a m  a n d  Isa a c  

a n d  Ja c o b  a n d  M o se s , th e n  th e y  w o u ld  d o  w e ll  to  a rg u e  th a t  G o d  h a d  n o t c o m e .  

B u t if  th e  h e a th e n  a re  h o n o rin g  th e  sa m e  G o d  W h o  g a v e  th e  la w  to  M o se s  a n d  

th e  p ro m ise s  to  A b ra h a m — th e  G o d  W h o se  w o rd  to o  th e  Je w s  d ish o n o re d , w h y  

d o  th e y  n o t  re c o g n iz e  o r  ra th e r  w h y  d o  th e y  d e lib e ra te ly  re fu se  to  se e  th a t  th e  

L o rd  o f  W h o m  th e  S c rip tu re s  p ro p h e s ie d  h a s  sh o n e  fo r th  to  th e  w o rld  a n d  

a p p e a re d  to  i t in  a  b o d ily  fo rm ?  S c rip tu re  d e c la re s  i t  re p e a te d ly . " T h e  L o rd  G o d  

h a s  a p p e a re d  to  u s ," [2 J_ ] a n d  a g a in , " H e  se n t fo r th  H is  W o rd  a n d  h e a le d  

th e m .  " [2 2 ] A n d  a g a in , " I t  w a s  n o  a m b a ssa d o r , n o  a n g e l  w h o  sa v e d  u s , b u t  th e  

L o rd  H im se lf ." [2 3 ] T h e  Je w s  a re  a fflic te d  l ik e  so m e  d e m e n te d  p e rso n  w h o  se e s  

th e  e a r th  l i t  u p  b y  th e  su n , b u t  d e n ie s  th e  su n  th a t  l ig h ts  i t  u p ! W h a t  m o re  is  

th e re  fo r  th e ir  E x p e c te d  O n e  to  d o  w h e n  h e  c o m e s?  T o  c a ll th e  h e a th e n ?  B u t  

th e y  a re  c a lle d  a lre a d y . T o  p u t  a n  e n d  to  p ro p h e t  a n d  k in g  a n d  v is io n ?  B u t  th is  

to o  h a s  a lre a d y  h a p p e n e d . T o  e x p o se  th e  G o d -d e n y in g n e ss  o f  id o ls?  I t  is  

a lre a d y  e x p o se d  a n d  c o n d e m n e d . O r  to  d e s tro y  d e a th ?  I t  is  a lre a d y  d e s tro y e d .  

W h a t  th e n  h a s  n o t c o m e  to  p a ss  th a t  th e  C h ris t  m u s t  d o ?  W h a t is  th e re  le f t o u t  

o r  u n fu lf ille d  th a t  th e  Je w s  sh o u ld  d isb e lie v e  so  l ig h t-h e a r te d ly ?  T h e  p la in  fa c t  

is , a s  I sa y , th a t  th e re  is  n o  lo n g e r  a n y  k in g  o r  p ro p h e t  n o r  Je ru sa le m  n o r  

sa c r ific e  n o r  v is io n  a m o n g  th e m ; y e t  th e  w h o le  e a r th  is  f ille d  w ith  th e  

k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d , a n d  th e  G e n tile s , fo rsa k in g  a th e ism , a re  n o w  ta k in g  re fu g e  

w ith  th e  G o d  o f  A b ra h a m  th ro u g h  th e  W o rd , o u r  L o rd  Je su s  C h ris t.

S u re ly , th e n , i t  m u s t  b e  p la in  e v e n  to  th e  m o s t sh a m e le s s  th a t  th e  C h ris t  h a s  

c o m e , a n d  th a t  H e  h a s  e n lig h te n e d  a ll m e n  e v e ry w h e re , a n d  g iv e n  th e m  th e  tru e  

a n d  d iv in e  te a c h in g  a b o u t  H is  F a th e r .
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T h u s  th e  Je w s  m a y  b e  re fu te d  b y  th e se  a n d  o th e r  a rg u m e n ts  f ro m  th e  

D iv in e  te a c h in g .
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7 

Refutation of the Gentiles

(4 1 )

W e  c o m e  n o w  to  th e  u n b e lie f  o f  th e  G e n tile s ; a n d  th is  is  in d e e d  a  m a tte r  fo r  

c o m p le te  a s to n is ln n e n t, fo r  th e y  la u g h  a t  th a t  w h ic h  is  n o  f it su b je c t fo r  

m o c k e ry ,  y e t fa il  to  se e  th e  sh a m e  a n d  r id ic u lo u sn e ss  o f  th e ir  o w n  id o ls . B u t  

th e  a rg u m e n ts  o n  o u r  s id e  d o  n o t  la c k  w e ig h t, so  w e  w ill c o n fu te  th e m  to o  o n  

re a so n a b le  g ro u n d s , c h ie f ly  f ro m  w h a t  w e  o u rse lv es  a lso  se e .

F irs t o f  a ll, w h a t is  th e re  in  o u r  b e lie f  th a t  is  u n fittin g  o r  r id ic u lo u s?  Is  i t  

o n ly  th a t  w e  sa y  th a t  th e  W o rd  h a s  b e e n  m a n ife s te d  in  a  b o d y ?  W e ll, if  th e y  

th e m se lv e s  re a lly  lo v e  th e  tru th , th e y  w ill a g re e  w ith  u s  th a t  th is  in v o lv e d  n o  

u n fittin g n e ss  a t a ll. I f  th e y  d e n y  th a t  th e re  is  a  W o rd  o f  G o d  a t a ll, th a t  w ill b e  

e x tra o rd in a ry , fo r  th e n  th e y  w ill  b e  r id ic u lin g  w h a t th e y  d o  n o t  k n o w . B u t  

su p p o se  th e y  c o n fe s s  th a t  th e re  is  a  W o rd  o f  G o d , th a t  H e  is  th e  G o v e rn o r  o f  a ll  

th in g s , th a t  in  E lim  th e  F a th e r  w ro u g h t  th e  c re a tio n , th a t  b y  H is  p ro v id e n c e  th e  

w h o le  re c e iv e s  l ig h t a n d  l ife  a n d  b e in g , a n d  th a t  H e  is  K in g  o v e r  a ll, so  th a t  H e  

is  k n o w n  b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  w o rk s  o f  H is  p ro v id e n c e , a n d  th ro u g h  H im  th e  

F a th e r . S u p p o se  th e y  c o n fe s s  a ll th is , w h a t  th e n ?  A re  th e y  n o t  u n k n o w in g ly  

tu rn in g  th e  r id ic u le  a g a in s t  th e m se lv e s?  T h e  G re e k  p h ilo so p h e rs  sa y  th a t  th e  

u n iv e rse  is  a  g re a t  b o d y , a n d  th e y  sa y  tru ly , fo r  w e  p e rc e iv e  th e  u n iv e rse  a n d  i ts  

p a r ts  w ith  o u r  se n se s . B u t  if  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  is  in  th e  u n iv e rse ,  w h ic h  is  a  

b o d y , a n d  h a s  e n te re d  in to  i t  in  i ts  e v e ry  p a r t, w h a t  is  th e re  su rp r is in g  o r  

u n fittin g  in  o u r  sa y in g  th a t  H e  h a s  e n te re d  a lso  in to  h u m a n  n a tu re ?  I f  i t  w e re  

u n fittin g  fo r  H im  to  h a v e  e m b o d ie d  H im se lf  a t a ll, th e n  i t  w o u ld  b e  u n fittin g  

fo r  H im  to  h a v e  e n te re d  in to  th e  u n iv e rse , a n d  to  b e  g iv in g  l ig h t a n d  m o v e m e n t  

b y  H is  p ro v id e n c e  to  a ll th in g s  in  i t , b e c a u se  th e  u n iv e rse , a s  w e  h a v e  se e n , is  

i ts e lf  a  b o d y . B u t  if  i t  is  r ig h t  a n d  f itt in g  fo r  H im  to  e n te r  in to  th e  u n iv e rse  a n d  

to  re v e a l  H im se lf  th ro u g h  i t , th e n , b e c a u se  h u m a n ity  is  p a r t  o f  th e  u n iv e rse  

a lo n g  w ith  th e  re s t, i t  is  n o  le s s  f itt in g  fo r  H im  to  a p p e a r  in  a  h u m a n  b o d y , a n d  

to  e n lig h te n  a n d  to  w o rk  th ro u g h  th a t. A n d  su re ly  if  i t  w e re  w ro n g  fo r  a  p a r t  o f  

th e  u n iv e rse  to  h a v e  b e e n  u se d  to  re v e a l H is  D iv in ity  to  m e n , i t  w o u ld  b e  m u c h  

m o re  w ro n g  th a t  H e  sh o u ld  b e  so  re v e a le d  b y  th e  w h o le !

(4 2 )  T a k e  a  p a ra lle l  c a se . A  m a n 's  p e rso n a lity  a c tu a te s  a n d  q u ic k e n s  h is  
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w h o le  b o d y . I f  a n y o n e  sa id  i t  w a s  u n su ita b le  fo r  th e  m a n 's  p o w e r  to  b e  in  th e  

to e , h e  w o u ld  b e  th o u g h t s illy , b e c a u se , w h ile  g ra n tin g  th a t  a  m a n  p e n e tra te s  

a n d  a c tu a te s  th e  w h o le  o f  h is  b o d y , h e  d e n ie d  h is  p re se n ce  in  th e  p a r t. 

S im ila r ly , n o  o n e  w h o  a d m its  th e  p re se n ce  o f  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  in  th e  u n iv e rse  

a s  a  w h o le  sh o u ld  th in k  i t  u n su ita b le  fo r  a  s in g le  h u m a n  b o d y  to  b e  b y  H im  

a c tu a te d  a n d  e n lig h te n e d .

B u t is  i t , p e rh a p s , b e c a u se  h u m a n ity  is  a  th in g  c re a te d  a n d  b ro u g h t in to  

b e in g  o u t o f  n o n -e x is te n c e  th a t  th e y  re g a rd  a s  u n fittin g  th e  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  th e  

S a v io r  in  o u r  n a tu re ?  I f  so , i t is  h ig h  t im e  th a t  th e y  sp u m e d  H im  f ro m  c re a tio n  

to o ; fo r  i t , to o , h a s  b e e n  b ro u g h t  o u t o f  n o n -b e in g  in to  b e in g  b y  th e  W o rd . B u t  

if , o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , a lth o u g h  c re a tio n  is  a  th in g  th a t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e , i t is  n o t  

u n su ita b le  fo r  th e  W o rd  to  b e  p re se n t  in  i t , th e n  n e ith e r  is  i t  u n su ita b le  fo r  H im  

to  b e  in  m a n . M a n  is  a  p a r t  o f  th e  c re a tio n , a s  I sa id  b e fo re ; a n d  th e  re a so n in g  

w h ic h  a p p lie s  to  o n e  a p p lie s  to  th e  o th e r . A ll th in g s  d e r iv e  f ro m  th e  W o rd  th e ir  

l ig h t a n d  m o v e m e n t  a n d  l ife , a s  th e  G e n tile  a u th o rs  th e m se lv e s  sa y , " In  H im  w e  

l iv e  a n d  m o v e  a n d  h a v e  o u r  b e in g .  " [1 ] V e ry  w e ll th e n . T h a t  b e in g  so , i t  is  b y  n o  

m e a n s  u n b e c o m in g  th a t  th e  W o rd  sh o u ld  d w e ll in  m a n . S o  if , a s  w e  sa y , th e  

W o rd  h a s  u se d  th a t  in  w h ic h  H e  is  a s  th e  m e a n s  o f  H is  se lf -m a n ife s ta tio n , w h a t  

is  th e re  r id ic u lo u s  in  th a t?  H e  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  u se d  i t  h a d  H e  n o t  b e e n  p re se n t  in  

i t ; b u t  w e  h a v e  a lre a d y  a d m itte d  th a t  H e  is  p re se n t  b o th  in  th e  w h o le  a n d  in  th e  

p a r ts . W h a t, th e n , is  th e re  in c re d ib le  in  H is  m a n ife s tin g  H im se lf  th ro u g h  th a t  in  

w h ic h  H e  is ?  B y  H is  o w n  p o w e r  H e  e n te rs  c o m p le te ly  in to  e a c h  a n d  a ll, a n d  

o rd e rs  th e m  th ro u g h o u t  u n g ru d g in g ly ; a n d , h a d  H e  so  w ille d , H e  c o u ld  h a v e  

re v e a le d  H im se lf  a n d  H is  F a th e r  b y  m e a n s  o f  su n  o r  m o o n  o r  sk y  o r  e a r th  o r  

f ire  o r  w a te r . H a d  H e  d o n e  so , n o  o n e  c o u ld  r ig h tly  h a v e  a c c u se d  H im  o f  a c tin g  

u n b e c o m in g ly , fo r  H e  su s ta in s  in  o n e  w h o le  a ll th in g s  a t o n c e , b e in g  p re se n t  

a n d  in v is ib ly  re v e a le d  n o t  o n ly  in  th e  w h o le , b u t a lso  in  e a c h  p a r tic u la r  p a r t. 

T h is  b e in g  so , a n d  s in c e , m o re o v e r , H e  h a s  w ille d  to  re v e a l H im se lf  th ro u g h  

m e n , w h o  a re  p a r t  o f  th e  w h o le , th e re  c a n  b e  n o th in g  r id ic u lo u s  in  H is  u s in g  a  

h u m a n  b o d y  to  m a n ife s t  th e  tru th  a n d  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  F a th e r . D o e s  n o t  th e  

m in d  o f  m a n  p e rv a d e  h is  e n tire  b e in g , a n d  y e t f in d  e x p re s s io n  th ro u g h  o n e  p a r t  

o n ly , n a m e ly  th e  to n g u e ?  D o e s  a n y b o d y  sa y  o n  th a t  a c c o u n t  th a t  M in d  h a s  

d e g ra d e d  i ts e lf?  O f  c o u rse  n o t. V e ry  w e ll, th e n , n o  m o re  is  i t d e g ra d in g  fo r  th e  

W o rd , W h o  p e rv a d e s  a ll th in g s , to  h a v e  a p p e a re d  in  a  h u m a n  b o d y . F o r , a s  I  

sa id  b e fo re , if  i t  w e re  u n fittin g  fo r  H im  th u s  to  in d w e ll  th e  p a r t, i t  w o u ld  b e  

e q u a lly  so  fo r  H im  to  e x is t w ith in  th e  w h o le .

(4 3 )  S o m e  m a y  th e n  a sk , w h y  d id  H e  n o t  m a n ife s t H im se lf  b y  m e a n s  o f  

o th e r  a n d  n o b le r  p a r ts  o f  c re a tio n , a n d  u se  so m e  n o b le r  in s tru m e n t, su c h  a s  su n  

o r  m o o n  o r  s ta rs  o r  f ire  o r  a ir , in s te a d  o f  m e re  m a n ?  T h e  a n sw e r  is  th is . T h e  

L o rd  d id  n o t  c o m e  to  m a k e  a  d isp la y . H e  c a m e  to  h e a l a n d  to  te a c h  su ffe r in g  

m e n . F o r  o n e  w h o  w a n te d  to  m a k e  a  d isp la y  th e  th in g  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  ju s t  to  
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a p p e a r  a n d  d a z z le  th e  b e h o ld e rs . B u t fo r  H im  W h o  c a m e  to  h e a l a n d  to  te a c h  

th e  w a y  w a s  n o t  m e re ly  to  d w e ll h e re , b u t  to  p u t  H im se lf  a t  th e  d isp o sa l o f  

th o se  w h o  n e e d e d  H im , a n d  to  b e  m a n ife s te d  a c c o rd in g  a s  th e y  c o u ld  b e a r  i t , 

n o t  v itia tin g  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  D iv in e  a p p e a r in g  b y  e x c e e d in g  th e ir  c a p a c ity  to  

re c e iv e  i t .

M o re o v e r , n o th in g  in  c re a tio n  h a d  e rre d  f ro m  th e  p a th  o f  G o d 's  p u rp o se  fo r  

i t , sa v e  o n ly  m a n . S u n , m o o n , h e a v e n , s ta rs , w a te r , a ir , n o n e  o f  th e se  h a d  

sw e rv e d  f ro m  th e ir  o rd e r , b u t, k n o w in g  th e  W o rd  a s  th e ir  M a k e r  a n d  th e ir  

K in g , re m a in e d  a s  th e y  w e re  m a d e . M e n  a lo n e  h a v in g  re je c te d  w h a t is  g o o d , 

h a v e  in v e n te d  n o th in g s  in s te a d  o f  th e  tru th , a n d  h a v e  a sc r ib e d  th e  h o n o r  d u e  to  

G o d  a n d  th e  k n o w le d g e  c o n c e rn in g  H im  to  d e m o n s  a n d  m e n  in  th e  fo n n  o f  

s to n e s . O b v io u s ly  th e  D iv in e  g o o d n e ss  c o u ld  n o t  o v e r lo o k  so  g ra v e  a  m a tte r  a s  

th is . B u t  m e n  c o u ld  n o t  re c o g n iz e  H im  a s  o rd e r in g  a n d  ru lin g  c re a tio n  a s  a  

w h o le . S o  w h a t d o e s  H e  d o ?  H e  ta k e s  to  H im se lf  fo r  in s tru m e n t  a  p a r t  o f  th e  

w h o le , n a m e ly  a  h u m a n  b o d y , a n d  e n te rs  in to  th a t. T h u s  H e  e n su re d  th a t  m e n  

sh o u ld  re c o g n iz e  H im  in  th e  p a r t  w h o  c o u ld  n o t  d o  so  in  th e  w h o le , a n d  th a t  

th o se  w h o  c o u ld  n o t  l if t  th e ir  e y e s  to  H is  u n se e n  p o w e r  m ig h t  re c o g n iz e  a n d  

b e h o ld  H im  in  th e  l ik e n e ss  o f  th e m se lv e s . F o r , b e in g  m e n , th e y  w o u ld  n a tu ra lly  

le a m  to  k n o w  H is  F a th e r  m o re  q u ic k ly  a n d  d ire c tly  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  b o d y  th a t  

c o rre sp o n d e d  to  th e ir  o w n  a n d  b y  th e  D iv in e  w o rk s  d o n e  th ro u g h  i t ; fo r  b y  

c o m p a rin g  H is  w o rk s  w ith  th e ir  o w n  th e y  w o u ld  ju d g e  H is  to  b e  n o t  h u m a n  b u t  

D iv in e . A n d  if , a s  th e y  sa y , i t  w e re  u n su ita b le  fo r  th e  W o rd  to  re v e a l  H im se lf  

th ro u g h  b o d ily  a c ts , i t  w o u ld  b e  e q u a lly  so  fo r  H im  to  d o  so  th ro u g h  th e  w o rk s  

o f  th e  u n iv e rse . H is  b e in g  in  c re a tio n  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  th a t  H e  sh a re s  i ts  n a tu re ;  

o n  th e  c o n tra ry , a ll c re a te d  th in g s  p a r ta k e  o f  H is  p o w e r . S im ila r ly , th o u g h  H e  

u se d  th e  b o d y  a s  H is  in s tru m e n t, H e  sh a re d  n o th in g  o f  i ts  d e fe c t,  [2 ] b u t  ra th e r  

sa n c tif ie d  i t  b y  H is  in d w e llin g . D o e s  n o t  e v e n  P la to , o f  w h o m  th e  G re e k s  th in k  

so  m u c h , sa y  th a t  th e  A u th o r  o f  th e  U n iv e rse , se e in g  i t s to n n - to s se d  a n d  in  

d a n g e r  o f  s in k in g  in to  th e  s ta te  o f  d is so lu tio n , ta k e s  h is  se a t a t  th e  h e lm  o f  th e  

L ife -fo rc e  o f  th e  u n iv e rse , a n d  c o m e s  to  th e  re sc u e  a n d  p u ts  e v e ry th in g  r ig h t?  

W h a t, th e n , is  th e re  in c re d ib le  in  o u r  sa y in g  th a t, m a n k in d  h a v in g  g o n e  a s tra y , 

th e  W o rd  d e sc e n d e d  u p o n  i t  a n d  w a s  m a n ife s t a s  m a n , so  th a t  b y  H is  in tr in s ic  

g o o d n e ss  a n d  H is  s te e rsm a n sh ip  H e  m ig h t sa v e  i t f ro m  th e  s to rm ?

(4 4 )  I t  m a y  b e , h o w e v e r , th a t, th o u g h  sh a m e d  in to  a g re e in g  th a t  th is  

o b je c tio n  is  v o id , th e  G re e k s  w ill  w a n t  to  ra ise  a n o th e r . T h e y  w ill sa y  th a t, if  

G o d  w a n te d  to  in s tru c t  a n d  sa v e  m a n k in d , H e  m ig h t  h a v e  d o n e  so , n o t  b y  H is  

W o rd 's  a ssu m p tio n  o f  a  b o d y , b u t, e v e n  a s  H e  a t f irs t c re a te d  th e m , b y  th e  m e re  

s ig n if ic a tio n  o f  H is  w ill. T h e  re a so n a b le  re p ly  to  th a t  is  th a t  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  

in  th e  tw o  c a se s  a re  q u ite  d iffe ren t. In  th e  b e g in n in g , n o th in g  a s  y e t  e x is te d  a t  

a ll; a ll th a t  w a s  n e e d e d , th e re fo re ,  in  o rd e r  to  b rin g  a ll th in g s  in to  b e in g , w a s  

th a t  H is  w ill  to  d o  so  sh o u ld  b e  s ig n if ie d . B u t  o n c e  m a n  w a s  in  e x is te n c e , a n d  
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th in g s  th a t  w e re , n o t  th in g s  th a t  w e re  n o t, d e m a n d e d  to  b e  h e a le d , i t  fo llo w e d  a s  

a  m a tte r  o f  c o u rse  th a t  th e  H e a le r  a n d  S a v io r  sh o u ld  a lig n  H im se lf  w ith  th o se  

th in g s  th a t  e x is te d  a lre a d y , in  o rd e r  to  h e a l  th e  e x is tin g  e v il. F o r  th a t  re a so n ,  

th e re fo re ,  H e  w a s  m a d e  m a n , a n d  u se d  th e  b o d y  a s  H is  h u m a n  in s tru m e n t. I f  

th is  w e re  n o t  th e  f itt in g  w a y , a n d  H e  w ille d  to  u se  a n  in s tru m e n t a t  a ll, h o w  

o th e rw ise  w a s  th e  W o rd  to  c o m e ?  A n d  w h e n c e  c o u ld  H e  ta k e  H is  in s tru m e n t, 

sa v e  f ro m  a m o n g  th o se  a lre a d y  in  e x is te n c e  a n d  n e e d in g  H is  G o d h e a d  th ro u g h  

O n e  l ik e  th e m se lv e s?  I t  w a s  n o t  th in g s  n o n -e x is te n t  th a t  n e e d e d  sa lv a tio n , fo r  

w h ic h  a  b a re  c re a tiv e  w o rd  m ig h t  h a v e  su ff ic e d , b u t  m a n — m a n  a lre a d y  in  

e x is te n c e  a n d  a lre a d y  in  p ro c e ss  o f  c o rru p tio n  a n d  ru in . I t  w a s  n a tu ra l a n d  r ig h t,  

th e re fo re , fo r  th e  W o rd  to  u se  a  h u m a n  in s tru m e n t  a n d  b y  th a t  m e a n s  u n fo ld  

H im se lf  to  a ll.

Y o u  m u s t  k n o w , m o re o v e r , th a t  th e  c o rru p tio n  w h ic h  h a d  se t  in  w a s  n o t  

e x te rn a l  to  th e  b o d y  b u t  e s ta b lish e d  w ith in  i t . T h e  n e e d , th e re fo re ,  w a s  th a t  l ife  

sh o u ld  c le a v e  to  i t  in  c o rru p tio n 's  p la c e , so  th a t,  ju s t  a s  d e a th  w a s  b ro u g h t in to  

b e in g  in  th e  b o d y , l ife  a lso  m ig h t  b e  e n g e n d e re d  in  i t . I f  d e a th  h a d  b e e n  e x te r io r  

to  th e  b o d y , l ife  m ig h t  f itt in g ly  h a v e  b e e n  th e  sa m e . B u t  if  d e a th  w a s  w ith in  th e  

b o d y , w o v e n  in to  i ts  v e ry  su b s ta n c e  a n d  d o m in a tin g  i t  a s  th o u g h  c o m p le te ly  

o n e  w ith  i t , th e  n e e d  w a s  fo r  L ife  to  b e  w o v e n  in to  i t  in s te a d , so  th a t  th e  b o d y  

b y  th u s  e n d u in g  i ts e lf  w ith  l ife  m ig h t  c a s t  c o rru p tio n  o ff . S u p p o se  th e  W o rd  

h a d  c o m e  o u ts id e  th e  b o d y  in s te a d  o f  in  i t , H e  w o u ld , o f  c o u rse , h a v e  d e fe a te d  

d e a th , b e c a u se  d e a th  is  p o w e rle s s  a g a in s t  th e  L ife . B u t  th e  c o rru p tio n  in h e re n t  

in  th e  b o d y  w o u ld  h a v e  re m a in e d  in  i t  n o n e  th e  le s s . N a tu ra lly , th e re fo re , th e  

S a v io r  a ssu m e d  a  b o d y  fo r  H im se lf , in  o rd e r  th a t  th e  b o d y , b e in g  in te rw o v e n  a s  

i t  w e re  w ith  l ife , sh o u ld  n o  lo n g e r  re m a in  a  m o rta l th in g , in  th ra ll  to  d e a th , b u t  

a s  e n d u e d  w ith  im m o rta lity  a n d  r is e n  f ro m  d e a th , sh o u ld  th e n c e fo r th  re m a in  

im m o rta l. F o r  o n c e  h a v in g  p u t o p  c o rru p tio n ,  i t  c o u ld  n o t  r is e , u n le s s  i t  p u t  o n  

l ife  in s te a d ; a n d  b e s id e s  th is , d e a th  o f  i ts  v e ry  n a tu re  c o u ld  n o t  a p p e a r  

o th e rw ise  th a n  in  a  b o d y . T h e re fo re  H e  p u t  o n  a  b o d y , so  th a t  in  th e  b o d y  H e  

m ig h t  f in d  d e a th  a n d  b lo t  i t o u t. A n d , in d e e d , h o w  c o u ld  th e  L o rd  h a v e  b e e n  

p ro v e d  to  b e  th e  L ife  a t a ll, h a d  H e  n o t e n d u e d  w ith  l ife  th a t  w h ic h  w a s  su b je c t 

to  d e a th ?  T a k e  a n  i l lu s tra tio n . S tu b b le  is  a  su b s ta n c e  n a tu ra lly  d e s tru c tib le  b y  

f ire ; a n d  i t  s till re m a in s  s tu b b le , fe a r in g  th e  m e n a c e  o f  f ire  w h ic h  h a s  th e  

n a tu ra l  p ro p e rty  o f  c o n su m in g  i t , e v e n  if  f ire  is  k e p t  a w a y  f ro m  i t , so  th a t  i t  is  

n o t  a c tu a lly  b u rn t. B u t su p p o se  th a t, in s te a d  o f  m e re ly  k e e p in g  th e  f ire  f ro m  i t  

so m e b o d y  so a k s  th e  s tu b b le  w ith  a  q u a n tity  o f  a sb e s to s , th e  su b s ta n c e  w h ic h  is  

sa id  to  b e  th e  a n tid o te  to  f ire . T h e n  th e  s tu b b le  n o  lo n g e r  fe a rs  th e  f ire , b e c a u se  

i t  h a s  p u t  o n  th a t  w h ic h  f ire  c a n n o t  to u c h , a n d  th e re fo re  i t  is  sa fe . I t  is  ju s t  th e  

sa m e  w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  b o d y  a n d  d e a th . H a d  d e a th  b e e n  k e p t  f ro m  i t  b y  a  m e re  

c o m m a n d ,  i t  w o u ld  s till h a v e  re m a in e d  m o rta l a n d  c o rru p tib le , a c c o rd in g  to  i ts  

n a tu re . T o  p re v e n t  th is , i t  p u t o n  th e  in c o rp o re a l  W o rd  o f  G o d , a n d  th e re fo re  
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fe a rs  n e ith e r  d e a th  n o r  c o n n ip tio n  a n y  m o re , fo r  i t  is  c la d  w ith  L ife  a s  w ith  a  

g a rm e n t a n d  in  i t  c o n n ip tio n  is  c le a n  d o n e  a w a y .

(4 5 )  T h e  W o rd  o f  G o d  th u s  a c te d  c o n s is te n tly  in  a ssu m in g  a  b o d y  a n d  

u s in g  a  h u m a n  in s tn u n e n t  to  v ita liz e  th e  b o d y . H e  w a s  c o n s is te n t in  w o rk in g  

th ro u g h  m a n  to  re v e a l  H im se lf  e v e ry w h e re , a s  w e ll  a s  th ro u g h  th e  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  

H is  c re a tio n , so  th a t  n o th in g  w a s  le f t  v o id  o f  H is  D iv in ity  a n d  k n o w le d g e . F o r  I  

ta k e  u p  n o w  th e  p o in t I m a d e  b e fo re , n a m e ly  th a t  th e  S a v io r  d id  th is  in  o rd e r  

th a t  H e  m ig h t f ill a ll  th in g s  e v e ry w h e re  w ith  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  H im se lf , ju s t  a s  

th e y  a re  a lre a d y  f ille d  w ith  H is  p re se n c e , e v e n  a s  th e  D iv in e  S c rip tu re  sa y s , 

" T h e  w h o le  u n iv e rse  w a s  f ille d  w ith  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  L o rd .  ”  [3 ] I f  a  m a n  

lo o k s  u p  to  h e a v e n  h e  se e s  th e re  H is  o rd e r in g ; b u t  if  h e  c a n n o t  lo o k  so  h ig h  a s  

h e a v e n , b u t o n ly  so  fa r  a s  m e n , th ro u g h  H is  w o rk s  h e  se e s  H is  p o w e r , 

in c o m p a ra b le  w ith  h u m a n  m ig h t, a n d  le a rn s  f ro m  th e m  th a t  H e  a lo n e  a m o n g  

m e n  is  G o d  th e  W o rd . O r, if  a  m a n  h a s  g o n e  a s tra y  a m o n g  d e m o n s  a n d  is  in  

fe a r  o f  th e m , h e  m a y  se e  th is  M a n  d riv e  th e m  o u t  a n d  ju d g e  th e re fro m  th a t  H e  

is  in d e e d  th e ir  M a ste r . A g a in , if  a  m a n  h a s  b e e n  im m e rse d  in  th e  e le m e n t o f  

w a te r  a n d  th in k s  th a t  i t is  G o d — a s  in d e e d  th e  E g y p tia n s  d o  w o rsh ip  w a te r— h e  

m a y  se e  i ts  v e ry  n a tu re  c h a n g e d  b y  H im  a n d  le a rn  th a t  th e  L o rd  is  C re a to r  o f  

a ll. A n d  if  a  m a n  h a s  g o n e  d o w n  e v e n  to  H a d e s , a n d  s ta n d s  a w e s tru c k  b e fo re  

th e  h e ro e s  w h o  h a v e  d e sc e n d ed  th ith e r , re g a rd in g  th e m  a s  g o d s , s till  h e  m a y  se e  

th e  fa c t o f  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n  a n d  H is  v ic to ry  o v e r  d e a th , a n d  re a so n  f ro m  i t  

th a t, o f  a ll th e se , H e  a lo n e  is  v e ry  L o rd  a n d  G o d .

F o r  th e  L o rd  to u c h e d  a ll p a r ts  o f  c re a tio n , a n d  f re e d  a n d  u n d e c e iv e d  th e m  

a ll f ro m  e v e ry  d e c e it. A s  S t. P a u l sa y s , " H a v in g  p u t o ff  f ro m  H im se lf  th e  

p rin c ip a litie s  a n d  th e  p o w e rs , H e  tr iu m p h e d  o n  th e  c ro ss ,"  [4 ] so  th a t  n o  o n e  

c o u ld  p o ss ib ly  b e  a n y  lo n g e r  d e c e iv e d , b u t  e v e ry w h e re  m ig h t  f in d  th e  v e ry  

W o rd  o f  G o d . F o r  th u s  m a n , e n c lo se d  o n  e v e ry  s id e  b y  th e  w o rk s  o f  c re a tio n  

a n d  e v e ry w h e re— in  h e a v e n , in  H a d e s , in  m e n  a n d  o n  th e  e a r th , b e h o ld in g  th e  

u n fo ld e d  G o d h e a d  o f  th e  W o rd , is  n o  lo n g e r  d e c e iv e d  c o n c e rn in g  G o d , b u t  

w o rsh ip s  C h ris t a lo n e , a n d  th ro u g h  H im  r ig h tly  k n o w s  th e  F a th e r.

O n  th e se  g ro u n d s , th e n , o f  re a so n  a n d  o f  p rin c ip le , w e  w ill fa ir ly  s ile n c e  

th e  G e n tile s  in  th e ir  tu rn . B u t  if  th e y  th in k  th e se  a rg u m e n ts  in su ffic ie n t  to  

c o n fu te  th e m , w e  w ill g o  o n  in  th e  n e x t  c h a p te r  to  p ro v e  o u r  p o in t  f ro m  fa c ts .

Chapter 7 Notes

1. See Acts xvii. 28.

2. Literally, "He shared nothing of the things of the body."

3. Isaiah xi. 9.
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4. Col. ii. 15.

8 

Refutation of the Gentiles—continued

(4 6 )

W h e n  d id  p e o p le  b e g in  to  a b a n d o n  th e  w o rsh ip  o f  id o ls , u n le s s  i t  w e re  s in c e  th e  

v e ry  W o rd  o f  G o d  c a m e  a m o n g  m e n ?  W h e n  h a v e  o ra c le s  c e a se d  a n d  b e c o m e  

v o id  o f  m e a n in g , a m o n g  th e  G re e k s  a n d  e v e ry w h e re , e x c e p t s in c e  th e  S a v io r  

h a s  re v e a le d  H im se lf  o n  e a r th ?  W h e n  d id  th o se  w h o m  th e  p o e ts  c a ll g o d s  a n d  

h e ro e s  b e g in  to  b e  a d ju d g e d  a s  m e re  m o rta ls , e x c e p t  w h e n  th e  L o rd  to o k  th e  

sp o ils  o f  d e a th  a n d  p re se rv e d  in c o rru p tib le  th e  b o d y  H e  h a d  ta k e n , ra is in g  i t  

f ro m  a m o n g  th e  d e a d ?  O r  w h e n  d id  th e  d e c e itfu ln e s s  a n d  m a d n e ss  o f  d e m o n s  

fa ll u n d e r  c o n te m p t, sa v e  w h e n  th e  W o rd , th e  P o w e r  o f  G o d , th e  M a ste r  o f  a ll  

th e se  a s  w e ll, c o n d e sc e n d e d  o n  a c c o u n t o f  th e  w e a k n e ss  o f  m a n k in d  a n d  

a p p e a re d  o n  e a r th ?  W h e n  d id  th e  p ra c tic e  a n d  th e o ry  o f  m a g ic  b e g in  to  b e  

sp u m e d  u n d e r  fo o t, if  n o t a t  th e  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  th e  D iv in e  W o rd  to  m e n ?  In  a  

w o rd , w h e n  d id  th e  w isd o m  o f  th e  G re e k s  b e c o m e  fo o lish , sa v e  w h e n  th e  tru e  

W isd o m  o f  G o d  re v e a le d  H im se lf  o n  e a r th ?  In  o ld  t im e s  th e  w h o le  w o rld  a n d  

e v e ry  p la c e  in  i t  w a s  le d  a s tra y  b y  th e  w o rsh ip  o f  id o ls , a n d  m e n  th o u g h t  th e  

id o ls  w e re  th e  o n ly  g o d s  th a t  w e re . B u t  n o w  a ll o v e r  th e  w o rld  m e n  a re  

fo rsa k in g  th e  fe a r  o f  id o ls  a n d  ta k in g  re fu g e  w ith  C h ris t; a n d  b y  w o rsh ip p in g  

H im  a s  G o d  th e y  c o m e  th ro u g h  H im  to  k n o w  th e  F a th e r  a lso , W h o m  fo n n e r ly  

th e y  d id  n o t  k n o w . T h e  a m a z in g  th in g , m o re o v e r , is  th is . T h e  o b je c ts  o f  

w o rsh ip  fo n n e r ly  w e re  v a r ie d  a n d  c o u n tle s s ; e a c h  p la c e  h a d  i ts  o w n  id o l  a n d  

th e  so -c a lle d  g o d  o f  o n e  p la c e  c o u ld  n o t  p a ss  o v e r  to  a n o th e r  in  o rd e r  to  

p e rsu a d e  th e  p e o p le  th e re  to  w o rsh ip  h im , b u t  w a s  b a re ly  re v e ren c e d  e v e n  b y  

h is  o w n . In d e e d  n o ! N o b o d y  w o rsh ip p e d  h is  n e ig h b o r 's  g o d , b u t  e v e ry  m a n  h a d  

h is  o w n  id o l a n d  th o u g h t  th a t  i t  w a s  lo rd  o f  a ll. B u t  n o w  C h ris t a lo n e  is  

w o rsh ip p e d , a s  O n e  a n d  th e  S a m e  a m o n g  a ll p e o p le s  e v e ry w h e re ; a n d  w h a t th e  

fe e b le n e ss  o f  id o ls  c o u ld  n o t d o , n a m e ly , c o n v in c e  e v e n  th o se  d w e llin g  c lo se  a t  

h a n d , H e  h a s  e ffe c te d . H e  h a s  p e rsu a d e d  n o t  o n ly  th o se  c lo se  a t  h a n d , b u t  

l i te ra lly  th e  e n tire  w o rld  to  w o rsh ip  o n e  a n d  th e  sa m e  L o rd  a n d  th ro u g h  H im  

th e  F a th e r .

(4 7 )  A g a in , in  fo rm e r  t im e s  e v e ry  p la c e  w a s  f r ill o f  th e  f ra u d  o f  th e  o ra c le s , 

a n d  th e  u tte ra n c e s  o f  th o se  a t  D e lp h i a n d  D o rd o n a  a n d  in  B o e o tia  a n d  L y c ia  

a n d  L ib y a  a n d  E g y p t a n d  th o se  o f  th e  K a b ir i  a n d  th e  P y th o n e ss  w e re  

c o n s id e re d  m a rv e lo u s  b y  th e  m in d s  o f  m e n . B u t  n o w , s in c e  C h ris t  h a s  b e e n  
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p ro c la im e d  e v e ry w h e re , th e ir  m a d n e ss  to o  h a s  c e a se d , a n d  th e re  is  n o  o n e  le f t  

a m o n g  th e m  to  g iv e  o ra c le s  a t a ll. T h e n , to o , d e m o n s  u se d  to  d e c e iv e  m e n 's  

m in d s  b y  ta k in g  u p  th e ir  a b o d e  in  sp r in g s  o r  r iv e rs  o r  tre e s  o r  s to n e s  a n d  

im p o s in g  u p o n  s im p le  p e o p le  b y  th e ir  f ra u d s . B u t  n o w , s in c e  th e  D iv in e  

a p p e a r in g  o f  th e  W o rd , a ll th is  fa n ta sy  h a s  c e a se d , fo r  b y  th e  s ig n  o f  th e  c ro ss ,  

if  a  m a n  w ill b u t  u se  i t , h e  d riv e s  o u t  th e ir  d e c e its . A g a in , p e o p le  u se d  to  re g a rd  

a s  g o d s  th o se  w h o  a re  m e n tio n e d  in  th e  p o e ts — Z e u s  a n d  K ro n o s  a n d  A p o llo  

a n d  th e  h e ro e s , a n d  in  w o rsh ip p in g  th e m  th e y  w e n t a s tra y . B u t  n o w  th a t  th e  

S a v io r  h a s  a p p e a re d  a m o n g  m e n , th o se  o th e rs  h a v e  b e e n  e x p o se d  a s  m o rta l  

m e n , a n d  C h ris t  a lo n e  is  re c o g n ize d  a s  tru e  G o d , W o rd  o f  G o d , G o d  H im se lf .  

A n d  w h a t is  o n e  to  sa y  a b o u t  th e  m a g ic  th a t  th e y  th in k  so  m a rv e lo u s?  B e fo re  

th e  so jo u rn  o f  th e  W o rd , i t  w a s  s tro n g  a n d  a c tiv e  a m o n g  E g y p tia n s  a n d  

C h a ld e a n s  a n d  In d ia n s  a n d  f ille d  a ll  w h o  sa w  i t  w ith  te r ro r  a n d  a s to n is lu n e n t.  

B u t b y  th e  c o m in g  o f  th e  T ru th  a n d  th e  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  th e  W o rd  i t  to o  h a s  

b e e n  c o n fu te d  a n d  e n tire ly  d e s tro y e d . A s  to  G re e k  w isd o m , h o w e v e r , a n d  th e  

p h ilo so p h e rs ' n o isy  ta lk , I  re a lly  th in k  n o  o n e  re q u ire s  a rg u m e n t f ro m  u s ; fo r  

th e  a m a z in g  fa c t is  p a te n t  to  a ll th a t, fo r  a ll  th a t  th e y  h a d  w ritte n  so  m u c h , th e  

G re e k s  fa ile d  to  c o n v in c e  e v e n  a  fe w  f ro m  th e ir  o w n  n e ig h b o rh o o d  in  re g a rd  to  

im m o rta lity  a n d  th e  v ir tu o u s  o rd e r in g  o f  l ife . C h ris t  a lo n e , u s in g  c o m m o n  

sp e e c h  a n d  th ro u g h  th e  a g e n c y  o f  m e n  n o t  c le v e r  w ith  th e ir  to n g u e s ,  h a s  

c o n v in c e d  w h o le  a sse m b lie s  o f  p e o p le  a ll th e  w o rld  o v e r  to  d e sp ise  d e a th , a n d  

to  ta k e  h e e d  to  th e  th in g s  th a t  d o  n o t d ie , to  lo o k  p a s t  th e  th in g s  o f  t im e  a n d  

g a z e  o n  th in g s  e te rn a l, to  th in k  n o th in g  o f  e a r th ly  g lo ry  a n d  to  a sp ire  o n ly  to  

im m o rta lity .

(4 8 )  T h e se  th in g s  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  sa id  a re  n o  m e re  w o rd s : th e y  a re  a tte s te d  

b y  a c tu a l e x p e r ie n c e . A n y o n e  w h o  l ik e s  m a y  se e  th e  p ro o f  o f  g lo ry  in  th e  

v irg in s  o f  C h ris t, a n d  in  th e  y o u n g  m e n  w h o  p ra c tic e  c h a s tity  a s  p a r t  o f  th e ir  

re lig io n , a n d  in  th e  a ssu ra n c e  o f  im m o rta lity  in  so  g re a t a n d  g la d  a  c o m p a n y  [1 ]  

o f  m a rty rs . A n y o n e ,  to o , m a y  p u t  w h a t  w e  h a v e  sa id  to  th e  p ro o f  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  

in  a n o th e r  w a y . In  th e  v e ry  p re se n ce  o f  th e  f ra u d  o f  d e m o n s  a n d  th e  im p o s tu re  

o f  th e  o ra c le s  a n d  th e  w o n d e rs  o f  m a g ic , le t  h im  u se  th e  s ig n  o f  th e  c ro ss  w h ic h  

th e y  a ll m o c k  a t, a n d  b u t sp e a k  th e  N a m e  o f  C h ris t, a n d  h e  sh a ll se e  h o w  

th ro u g h  H im  d e m o n s  a re  ro u te d , o ra c le s  c e a se , a n d  a ll m a g ic  a n d  w itc h c ra f t  is  

c o n fo u n d e d .

W h o , th e n , is  th is  C h ris t  a n d  h o w  g re a t is  H e , W h o  b y  H is  N a m e  a n d  

p re se n c e  o v e rsh a d o w s  a n d  c o n fo u n d s  a ll th in g s  o n  e v e ry  s id e , W h o  a lo n e  is  

s tro n g  a g a in s t  a ll a n d  h a s  f ille d  th e  w h o le  w o rld  w ith  H is  te a c h in g ?  L e t  th e  

G re e k s  te ll  u s , w h o  m o c k  a t  H im  w ith o u t s tin t  o r  sh a m e . I f  H e  is  a  m a n , h o w  is  

i t  th a t  o n e  m a n  h a s  p ro v e d  s tro n g e r  th a n  a ll  th o se  w h o m  th e y  th e m se lv e s  re g a rd  

a s  g o d s , a n d  b y  H is  o w n  p o w e r  h a s  sh o w n  th e m  to  b e  n o th in g ?  I f  th e y  c a ll H im  

a  m a g ic ia n , h o w  is  i t  th a t  b y  a  m a g ic ia n  a ll m a g ic  is  d e s tro y e d , in s te a d  o f  b e in g  
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re n d e re d  s tro n g ?  H a d  H e  c o n q u e re d  c e r ta in  m a g ic ia n s  o r  p ro v e d  H im se lf  

su p e r io r  to  o n e  o f  th e m  o n ly , th e y  m ig h t  re a so n a b ly  th in k  th a t  H e  e x c e lle d  th e  

re s t o n ly  b y  H is  g re a te r  sk ill . B u t  th e  fa c t  is  th a t  H is  c ro ss  h a s  v a n q u ish e d  a ll  

m a g ic  e n tire ly  a n d  h a s  c o n q u e re d  th e  v e ry  n a m e  o f  i t . O b v io u sly ,  th e re fo re ,  th e  

S a v io r  is  n o  m a g ic ia n , fo r  th e  v e ry  d e m o n s  w h o m  th e  m a g ic ia n s  in v o k e  f le e  

f ro m  H im  a s  f ro m  th e ir  M a ste r. W h o  is  H e , th e n ?  L e t  th e  G re e k s  te ll  u s , w h o se  

o n ly  se r io u s  p u rsu it is  m o c k e ry ! P e rh a p s  th e y  w ill sa y  th a t  H e , to o , is  a  d e m o n , 

a n d  th a t  is  w h y  H e  p re v a ile d . B u t  e v e n  so  th e  la u g h  is  s till o n  o u r  s id e , fo r  w e  

c a n  c o n fu te  th e m  b y  th e  sa m e  p ro o fs  a s  b e fo re . H o w  c o u ld  H e  b e  a  d e m o n ,  

W h o  d riv e s  d e m o n s  o u t?  I f  i t  w e re  o n ly  c e r ta in  o n e s  th a t  H e  d ro v e  o u t, th e n  

th e y  m ig h t  re a so n a b ly  th in k  th a t  H e  p re v a ile d  a g a in s t  th e m  th ro u g h  th e  p o w e r  

o f  th e ir  C h ie f , a s  th e  Je w s , w ish in g  to  in su lt H im , a c tu a lly  sa id . B u t  s in c e  th e  

fa c t  is , h e re  a g a in , th a t  a t  th e  m e re  n a m in g  o f  H is  N a m e  a ll m a d n e ss  o f  th e  

d e m o n s  is  ro o te d  o u t  a n d  p u t  to  f lig h t, o b v io u s ly  th e  G re e k s  a re  w ro n g  h e re , 

to o , a n d  o u r  L o rd  a n d  S a v io r  C h ris t  is  n o t, a s  th e y  m a in ta in , so m e  d e m o n ic  

p o w e r .

I f , th e n , th e  S a v io r  is  n e ith e r  a  m e re  m a n  n o r  a  m a g ic ia n , n o r  o n e  o f  th e  

d e m o n s ,  b u t  h a s  b y  H is  G o d h e a d  c o n fo u n d e d  a n d  o v e rsh a d o w e d  th e  o p in io n s  

o f  th e  p o e ts  a n d  th e  d e lu s io n  o f  th e  d e m o n s  a n d  th e  w isd o m  o f  th e  G re e k s , i t  

m u s t  b e  m a n ife s t  a n d  w ill  b e  o w n e d  b y  a ll  th a t  H e  is  in  tru th  S o n  o f  G o d ,  

E x is te n t  W o rd  a n d  W isd o m  a n d  P o w e r  o f  th e  F a th e r . T h is  is  th e  re a so n  w h y  

H is  w o rk s  a re  n o  m e re  h u m a n  w o rk s , b u t, b o th  in tr in s ic a lly  a n d  b y  c o m p a riso n  

w ith  th o se  o f  m e n , a re  re c o g n iz e d  a s  b e in g  su p e rh u m a n  a n d  tru ly  th e  w o rk s  o f  

G o d .

(4 9 )  W h a t  m a n  th a t  e v e r  w a s , fo r  in s ta n c e , fo rm e d  a  b o d y  fo r  h im se lf  f ro m  

a  v irg in  o n ly ?  O r  w h a t  m a n  e v e r  h e a le d  so  m a n y  d ise a se s  a s  th e  c o m m o n  L o rd  

o f  a ll?  W h o  re s to re d  th a t  w h ic h  w a s  la c k in g  in  m a n 's  n a tu re  o r  m a d e  o n e  b lin d  

f ro m  b ir th  to  se e ?  A e sc u la p iu s  w a s  d e if ie d  b y  th e  G re e k s  b e c a u se  h e  p ra c tice d  

th e  a r t  o f  h e a lin g  a n d  d isc o v e re d  h e rb s  a s  re m e d ie s  fo r  b o d ily  d ise a se s ,  n o t, o f  

c o u rse , fo rm in g  th e m  h im se lf  o u t  o f  th e  e a r th , b u t  f in d in g  th e m  o u t  b y  th e  s tu d y  

o f  n a tu re . B u t  w h a t  is  th a t  in  c o m p a riso n  w ith  w h a t  th e  S a v io r  d id  w h e n , 

in s te a d  o f  ju s t  h e a lin g  a  w o u n d , H e  b o th  fa sh io n e d  e sse n tia l  b e in g  a n d  re s to re d  

to  h e a lth  th e  th in g  th a t  H e  h a d  fo rm e d ?  H e rc u le s , to o , is  w o rsh ip p e d  a s  a  g o d  

b y  th e  G re e k s  b e c a u se  h e  fo u g h t  a g a in s t  o th e r  m e n  a n d  d e s tro y e d  w ild  a n im a ls  

b y  c ra f t. B u t  w h a t  is  th a t  to  w h a t  th e  W o rd  d id , in  d riv in g  a w a y  f ro m  m e n  

d ise a se s  a n d  d e m o n s  a n d  e v e n  d e a th  i ts e lf?  D io n y su s  is  w o rsh ip p e d  a m o n g  

th e m , b e c a u se  h e  ta u g h t  m e n  d ru n k en n e ss ; y e t  th e y  r id ic u le  th e  tru e  S a v io r  a n d  

L o rd  o f  a ll, W h o  ta u g h t  m e n  te m p e ra n c e .

T h a t, h o w e v e r , is  e n o u g h  o n  th is  p o in t. W h a t  w ill  th e y  sa y  to  th e  o th e r  

m a rv e ls  o f  H is  G o d h e a d ?  A t  w h a t  m a n 's  d e a th  w a s  th e  su n  d a rk e n e d  a n d  th e  

e a r th  sh a k e n ?  W h y , e v e n  to  th is  d a y  m e n  a re  d y in g , a n d  th e y  d id  so  a lso  b e fo re  
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th a t  t im e . W h e n  d id  a n y  su c h  m a rv e ls  h a p p e n  in  th e ir  c a se ?  N o w  sh a ll w e  p a ss  

o v e r  th e  d e e d s  d o n e  in  H is  e a r th ly  b o d y  a n d  m e n tio n  th o se  a f te r  H is  

re su rre c tio n ?  H a s  a n y  m a n 's  te a c h in g , in  a n y  p la c e  o r  a t  a n y  t im e , e v e r  

p re v a ile d  e v e ry w h e re  a s  o n e  a n d  th e  sa m e , f ro m  o n e  e n d  o f  th e  e a r th  to  th e  

o th e r , so  th a t  h is  w o rsh ip  h a s  fa ir ly  f lo w n  th ro u g h  e v e ry  la n d ?  A g a in , if , a s  

th e y  sa y , C h ris t  is  m a n  o n ly  a n d  n o t G o d  th e  W o rd , w h y  d o  n o t  th e  g o d s  o f  th e  

G re e k s  p re v e n t  H is  e n te r in g  th e ir  d o m a in s?  O r  w h y , o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , d o e s  th e  

W o rd  H im se lf  d w e llin g  in  o u r  m id s t  m a k e  a n  e n d  o f  th e ir  w o rsh ip  b y  H is  

te a c h in g  a n d  p u t  th e ir  f ra u d  to  sh a m e ?

(5 0 )  M a n y  b e fo re  H im  h a v e  b e e n  k in g s  a n d  ty ra n ts  o f  th e  e a r th , h is to ry  

te lls  a lso  o f  m a n y  a m o n g  th e  C h a ld e a n s  a n d  E g y p tia n s  a n d  In d ia n s  w h o  w e re  

w ise  m e n  a n d  m a g ic ia n s . B u t  w h ic h  o f  th o se , I d o  n o t sa y  a f te r  h is  d e a th , b u t  

w h ile  y e t  in  th is  l ife , w a s  e v e r  a b le  so  fa r  to  p re v a il a s  to  f ill th e  w h o le  w o rld  

w ith  h is  te a c h in g  a n d  re tr ie v e  so  g re a t a  m u ltitu d e  f ro m  th e  c ra v e n  fe a r  o f  id o ls , 

a s  o u r  S a v io r  h a s  w o n  o v e r  f ro m  id o ls  to  H im se lf?  T h e  G re e k  p h ilo so p h e rs  

h a v e  c o m p ile d  m a n y  w o rk s  w ith  p e rsu a s iv e n e ss  a n d  m u c h  sk ill in  w o rd s;  b u t  

w h a t  f ru it  h a v e  th e y  to  sh o w  fo r  th is  su c h  a s  h a s  th e  c ro ss  o f  C h ris t?  T h e ir  w ise  

th o u g h ts  w e re  p e rsu a s iv e  e n o u g h  u n til th e y  d ie d ; y e t e v e n  in  th e ir  l ife -  t im e  

th e ir  se e m in g  in f lu e n c e  w a s  c o u n te rb a la n c e d  b y  th e ir  r iv a lry  w ith  o n e  a n o th e r ,  

fo r  th e y  w e re  a  je a lo u s  c o m p a n y  a n d  d e c la im e d  a g a in s t  e a c h  o th e r . B u t  th e  

W o rd  o f  G o d , b y  s tra n g e s t  p a ra d o x , te a c h in g  in  m e a n e r  la n g u a g e , h a s  p u t  th e  

c h o ic e s t  so p h is ts  in  th e  sh a d e , a n d  b y  c o n fo u n d in g  th e ir  te a c h in g s  a n d  d ra w in g  

a ll m e n  to  H im se lf  H e  h a s  f ille d  H is  o w n  a sse m b lie s . M o re o v e r , a n d  th is  is  th e  

m a rv e lo u s  th in g  b y  g o in g  d o w n  a s  M a n  to  d e a th  H e  h a s  c o n fo u n d e d  a il th e  

so u n d in g  u tte ra n c e s  o f  th e  w ise  m e n  a b o u t  th e  id o ls . F o r  w h o se  d e a th  e v e r  

d ro v e  o u t d e m o n s , o r  w h o se  d e a th  d id  e v e r  d e m o n s  fe a r , sa v e  th a t  o f  C h ris t?  

F o r  w h e re  th e  S a v io r  is  n a m e d , th e re  e v e ry  d e m o n  is  d riv e n  o u t. A g a in ,  w h o  

h a s  e v e r  so  r id  m e n  o f  th e ir  n a tu ra l p a ss io n s  th a t  fo rn ic a to rs  b e c o m e  c h a s te  a n d  

m u rd e re rs  n o  lo n g e r  w ie ld  th e  sw o rd  a n d  th o se  w h o  fo rm e rly  w e re  c ra v e n  

c o w a rd s  b o ld ly  p la y  th e  m a n ?  In  a  w o rd , w h a t  p e rsu a d e d  th e  b a rb a r ia n s  a n d  

h e a th e n  fo lk  in  e v e ry  p la c e  to  d ro p  th e ir  m a d n e ss  a n d  g iv e  h e e d  to  p e a c e , sa v e  

th e  fa ith  o f  C h ris t  a n d  th e  s ig n  o f  th e  c ro ss?  W h a t  o th e r  th in g s  h a v e  g iv e n  m e n  

su c h  c e r ta in  fa ith  in  im m o rta lity  a s  h a v e  th e  c ro ss  o f  C h ris t  a n d  th e  re su rrec tio n  

o f  H is  b o d y ?  T h e  G re e k s  to ld  a ll so r ts  o f  fa lse  ta le s , b u t  th e y  c o u ld  n e v e r  

p re te n d  th a t  th e ir  id o ls  ro se  a g a in  f ro m  d e a th : in d e e d  i t  n e v e r  e n te re d  th e ir  

h e a d s  th a t  a  b o d y  c o u ld  e x is t a g a in  a f te r  d e a th  a t  a ll. A n d  o n e  w o u ld  b e  

p a r tic u la r ly  re a d y  to  l is te n  to  th e m  o n  th is  p o in t,  b e c a u se  b y  th e se  o p in io n s  th e y  

h a v e  e x p o se d  th e  w e a k n e ss  o f  th e ir  o w n  id o la try , a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  y ie ld in g  to  

C h ris t  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  b o d ily  re su rre c tio n ,  so  th a t  b y  th a t  m e a n s  H e  m ig h t  b e  

re c o g n iz e d  b y  a ll a s  S o n  o f  G o d .

(5 1 )  A g a in ,  w h o  a m o n g  m e n , e ith e r  a f te r  h is  d e a th  o r  w h ile  y e t  l iv in g ,  
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ta u g h t  a b o u t  v irg in ity  a n d  d id  n o t a c c o u n t  th is  v ir tu e  im p o ss ib le  fo r  h u m a n  

b e in g s?  B u t  C h ris t  o u r  S a v io r  a n d  K in g  o f  a ll h a s  so  p re v a ile d  w ith  H is  

te a c h in g  o n  th is  su b je c t th a t  e v e n  c h ild re n  n o t  y e t  o f  la w fill a g e  p ro m ise  th a t  

v irg in ity  w h ic h  tra n sc en d s  th e  la w . A n d  w h o  a m o n g  m e n  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  a b le  to  

p e n e tra te  e v e n  to  S c y th ia n s  a n d  E th io p ia n s ,  o r  P a rth ia n s  o r  A rm e n ia n s  o r  th o se  

w h o  a re  sa id  to  l iv e  b e y o n d  H y rc a n ia , o r  e v e n  th e  E g y p tia n s  a n d  C h a ld e a n s , 

p e o p le  w h o  g iv e  h e e d  to  m a g ic  a n d  a re  m o re  th a n  n a tu ra lly  e n s la v e d  b y  th e  fe a r  

o f  d e m o n s  a n d  sa v a g e  in  th e ir  h a b its , a n d  to  p re a c h  a t  a ll a b o u t  v ir tu e  a n d  se lf ­

c o n tro l a n d  a g a in s t  th e  w o rsh ip p in g  o f  id o ls , a s  h a s  th e  L o rd  o f  a ll, th e  P o w e r  

o f  G o d , o u r  L o rd  Je su s  Q u  is t?  Y e t H e  n o t  o n ly  p re a c h e d  th ro u g h  H is  o w n  

d isc ip le s , b u t a lso  w ro u g h t  so  p e rsu a s iv e ly  o n  m e n 's  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t, la y in g  

a s id e  th e ir  sa v a g e  h a b its  a n d  fo rsa k in g  th e  w o rsh ip  o f  th e ir  a n c e s tra l g o d s , th e y  

le a rn t  to  k n o w  H im  a n d  th ro u g h  H im  to  w o rsh ip  th e  F a th e r . W h ile  th e y  w e re  

y e t  id o la te rs , th e  G re e k s  a n d  B a rb a r ia n s  w e re  a lw a y s  a t  w a r  w ith  e a c h  o th e r ,  

a n d  w e re  e v e n  c ru e l to  th e ir  o w n  k ith  a n d  k in . N o b o d y  c o u ld  tra v e l  b y  la n d  o r  

se a  a t a ll u n le s s  h e  w a s  a im e d  w ith  sw o rd s , b e c a u se  o f  th e ir  ir re c o n c ila b le  

q u a rre ls  w ith  e a c h  o th e r . In d e e d , th e  w h o le  c o u rse  o f  th e ir  l ife  w a s  c a rr ie d  o n  

w ith  th e  w e a p o n s , a n d  th e  sw o rd  w ith  th e m  re p la c e d  th e  s ta ff  a n d  w a s  th e  

m a in s ta y  o f  a ll a id . A ll th is  t im e , a s  I sa id  b e fo re , th e y  w e re  se rv in g  id o ls  a n d  

o ffe rin g  sa c r if ic e s  to  d e m o n s , a n d  fo r  a ll th e  su p e rs titio u s  a w e  th a t  

a c c o m p a n ie d  th is  id o l w o rsh ip , n o th in g  c o u ld  w e a n  th e m  f ro m  th a t  w a rlik e  

sp ir it . B u t, s tra n g e  to  re la te , s in c e  th e y  c a m e  o v e r  to  th e  sc h o o l o f  C h ris t, a s  

m e n  m o v e d  w ith  re a l c o m p u n c tio n  th e y  h a v e  la id  a s id e  th e ir  m u rd e ro u s  c ru e lty  

a n d  a re  w a r-m in d e d  n o  m o re . O n  th e  c o n tra ry , a ll is  p e a c e  a m o n g  th e m  a n d  

n o th in g  re m a in s  sa v e  d e s ire  fo r  f r ie n d sh ip .

(5 2 )  W h o , th e n , is  H e  W h o  h a s  d o n e  th e se  th in g s  a n d  h a s  u n ite d  in  p e a c e  

th o se  w h o  h a te d  e a c h  o th e r , sa v e  th e  b e lo v e d  S o n  o f  th e  F a th e r , th e  c o m m o n  

S a v io r  o f  a ll, Je su s  C h ris t, W h o  b y  H is  o w n  lo v e  u n d e rw e n t  a ll th in g s  fo r  o u r  

sa lv a tio n ?  E v e n  f ro m  th e  b e g in n in g , m o re o v e r ,  th is  p e a c e  th a t  H e  w a s  to  

a d m in is te r  w a s  fo re to ld , fo r  S c rip tu re  sa y s , " T h e y  sh a ll b e a t  th e ir  sw o rd s  in to  

p lo u g h sh a re s  a n d  th e ir  sp e a rs  in to  s ic k le s , a n d  n a tio n  sh a ll n o t  ta k e  sw o rd  

a g a in s t  n a tio n , n e ith e r  sh a ll th e y  le a rn  a n y  m o re  to  w a g e  w a r.  "  [2 ] N o r  is  th is  b y  

a n y  m e a n s  in c re d ib le .

T h e  b a rb a r ia n s  o f  th e  p re se n t d a y  a re  n a tu ra lly  sa v a g e  in  th e ir  h a b its , a n d  

a s  lo n g  a s  th e y  sa c r if ic e  to  th e ir  id o ls  th e y  ra g e  fu r io u s ly  a g a in s t e a c h  o th e r  a n d  

c a n n o t  b e a r  to  b e  a  s in g le  h o u r  w ith o u t  w e a p o n s . B u t  w h e n  th e y  h e a r  th e  

te a c h in g  o f  C h ris t, fo r th w ith  th e y  tu rn  f ro m  f ig h tin g  to  fa rm in g , a n d  in s te a d  o f  

a rm in g  th e m se lv e s  w ith  sw o rd s  e x te n d  th e ir  h a n d s  in  p ra y e r . In  a  w o rd , in s te a d  

o f  f ig h tin g  e a c h  o th e r , th e y  ta k e  u p  a rm s  a g a in s t  th e  d e v il a n d  th e  d e m o n s , a n d  

o v e rc o m e  th e m  b y  th e ir  se lfc o m m a n d  a n d  in te g r ity  o f  so u l. T h e se  fa c ts  a re  

p ro o f  o f  th e  G o d h e a d  o f  th e  S a v io r , fo r  H e  h a s  ta u g h t  m e n  w h a t  th e y  c o u ld  
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n e v e r  le a rn  a m o n g  th e  id o ls . I t  is  a lso  n o  sm a ll e x p o su re  o f  th e  w e a k n e ss  a n d  

n o th in g n e ss  o f  d e m o n s  a n d  id o ls , fo r  i t  w a s  b e c a u se  th e y  k n e w  th e ir  o w n  

w e a k n e ss  th a t  th e  d e m o n s  w e re  a lw a y s  se ttin g  m e n  to  f ig h t  e a c h  o th e r , fe a r in g  

le s t, if  th e y  c e a se d  f ro m  m u tu a l s tr ife , th e y  w o u ld  tu rn  to  a tta c k  th e  d e m o n s  

th e m se lv e s . F o r  in  tru th  th e  d isc ip le s  o f  C h ris t, in s te a d  o f  f ig h tin g  e a c h  o th e r ,  

s ta n d  a rra y ed  a g a in s t d e m o n s  b y  th e ir  h a b its  a n d  v ir tu o u s  a c tio n s , a n d  c h a se  

th e m  a w a y  a n d  m o c k  a t  th e ir  c a p ta in  th e  d e v il. E v e n  in  y o u th  th e y  a re  c h a s te , 

th e y  e n d u re  in  t im e s  o f  te s tin g  a n d  p e rse v e re  in  to ils . W h e n  th e y  a re  in su lte d ,  

th e y  a re  p a tie n t, w h e n  ro b b e d  th e y  m a k e  l ig h t  o f  i t , a n d , m a rv e lo u s  to  re la te ,  

th e y  m a k e  l ig h t e v e n  o f  d e a th  i ts e lf , a n d  b e c o m e  m a rty rs  o f  C h ris t.

(5 3 )  A n d  h e re  is  a n o th e r  p ro o f  o f  th e  G o d h e a d  o f  th e  S a v io r , w h ic h  is  

in d e e d  u tte r ly  a m a z in g . W h a t  m e re  m a n  o r  m a g ic ia n  o r  ty ra n t o r  k in g  w a s  e v e r  

a b le  b y  h im se lf  to  d o  so  m u c h ?  D id  a n y o n e  e v e r  f ig h t a g a in s t  th e  w h o le  sy s te m  

o f  id o l-w o rsh ip  a n d  th e  w h o le  h o s t  o f  d e m o n s  a n d  a ll m a g ic  a n d  a ll  th e  w isd o m  

o f  th e  G re e k s , a t  a  t im e  w h e n  a ll o f  th e se  w e re  s tro n g  a n d  f lo u r ish in g  a n d  

ta k in g  e v e ry b o d y  in , a s  d id  o u r  L o rd , th e  v e ry  W o rd  o f  G o d ?  Y e t H e  is  e v e n  

n o w  in v is ib ly  e x p o s in g  e v e ry  m a n 's  e rro r , a n d  s in g le -h a n d e d  is  c a rry in g  o ff  a ll 

m e n  f ro m  th e m  a ll, so  th a t  th o se  w h o  u se d  to  w o rsh ip  id o ls  n o w  tre a d  th e m  

u n d e r  fo o t, re p u te d  m a g ic ia n s  b u m  th e ir  b o o k s  a n d  th e  w ise  p re fe r  to  a ll s tu d ie s  

th e  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  g o sp e ls . T h e y  a re  d e se r tin g  th o se  w h o m  fo n n e r ly  th e y  

w o rsh ip p e d , th e y  w o rsh ip  a n d  c o n fe s s  a s  C h ris t  a n d  G o d  H im  W h o m  th e y  u se d  

to  r id ic u le  a s  c ru c if ie d . T h e ir  so -c a lle d  g o d s  a re  ro u te d  b y  th e  s ig n  o f  th e  c ro ss ,  

a n d  th e  c ru c if ie d  S a v io r  is  p ro c la im e d  in  a ll  th e  w o rld  a s  G o d  a n d  S o n  o f  G o d . 

M o re o v e r , th e  g o d s  w o rsh ip p e d  a m o n g  th e  G re e k s  a re  n o w  fa llin g  in to  

d is re p u te  a m o n g  th e m  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  d isg ra c e fu l  th in g s  th e y  d id , fo r  th o se  

w h o  re c e iv e  th e  te a c h in g  o f  C h ris t a re  m o re  c h a s te  in  l ife  th a n  th e y . I f  th e se , 

a n d  th e  l ik e  o f  th e m , a re  h u m a n  w o rk s , le t a n y o n e  w h o  w ill sh o w  u s  s im ila r  

o n e s  d o n e  b y  m e n  in  fo rm e r  t im e , a n d  so  c o n v in c e  u s . B u t if  th e y  a re  sh o w n  to  

b e , a n d  a re  th e  w o rk s  n o t  o f  m e n  b u t o f  G o d , w h y  a re  th e  u n b e lie v e rs  so  

ir re lig io u s  a s  n o t  to  re c o g n iz e  th e  M a ste r  W h o  d id  th e m ?  T h e y  a re  a fflic te d  a s  a  

m a n  w o u ld  b e  w h o  fa ile d  to  re c o g n iz e  G o d  th e  A rtif ic e r  th ro u g h  th e  w o rk s  o f  

c re a tio n . F o r  su re ly  if  th e y  h a d  re c o g n ize d  H is  G o d h e a d  th ro u g h  H is  p o w e r  

o v e r  th e  u n iv e rse ,  th e y  w o u ld  re c o g n iz e  a lso  th a t  th e  b o d ily  w o rk s  o f  C h ris t a re  

n o t  h u m a n , b u t  a re  th o se  o f  th e  S a v io r  o f  a ll, th e  W o rd  o f  G o d . A n d  h a d  th e y  

re c o g n iz e d  th is , a s  P a u l sa y s , " T h e y  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  c ru c if ie d  th e  L o rd  o f  

g lo ry .  " [3 ]

(5 4 )  A s, th e n , h e  w h o  d e s ire s  to  se e  G o d  W h o  b y  n a tu re  is  in v is ib le  a n d  n o t  

to  b e  b e h e ld , m a y  y e t  p e rc e iv e  a n d  k n o w  H im  th ro u g h  H is  w o rk s , so  to o  le t 

h im  w h o  d o e s  n o t se e  C h ris t  w ith  h is  u n d e rs ta n d in g  a t  le a s t c o n s id e r  H im  in  

H is  b o d ily  w o rk s  a n d  te s t w h e th e r  th e y  b e  o f  m a n  o r  G o d . I f  th e y  b e  o f  m a n , 

th e n  le t  h im  sc o ff ; b u t  if  th e y  b e  o f  G o d , le t  h im  n o t  m o c k  a t  th in g s  w h ic h  a re  
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n o  f it  su b je c t fo r  sc o rn , b u t  ra th e r  le t  h im  re c o g n iz e  th e  fa c t a n d  m a rv e l  th a t  

th in g s  d iv in e  h a v e  b e e n  re v e a le d  to  u s  b y  su c h  h u m b le  m e a n s , th a t  th ro u g h  

d e a th  d e a th le s sn e ss  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  k n o w n  to  u s , a n d  th ro u g h  th e  In c a rn a tio n  o f  

th e  W o rd  th e  M in d  w h e n c e  a ll th in g s  p ro c e ed  h a s  b e e n  d e c la re d , a n d  i ts  A g e n t  

a n d  O rd a in e r , th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  H im se lf . H e , in d e e d , a ssu m e d  h u m a n ity  th a t  w e  

m ig h t  b e c o m e  G o d . H e  m a n ife s te d  H im se lf  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  b o d y  in  o rd e r  th a t  

w e  m ig h t  p e rc e iv e  th e  M in d  o f  th e  u n se e n  F a th e r . H e  e n d u re d  sh a m e  f ro m  m e n  

th a t  w e  m ig h t  in h e r it im m o rta lity . H e  H im se lf  w a s  u n h u rt  b y  th is , fo r  H e  is  

im p a ssa b le  a n d  in c o rru p tib le ;  b u t  b y  H is  o w n  im p a ssa b ility  H e  k e p t  a n d  h e a le d  

th e  su ffe r in g  m e n  o n  w h o se  a c c o u n t H e  th u s  e n d u re d . In  sh o r t, su c h  a n d  so  

m a n y  a re  th e  S a v io r 's  a c h ie v e m e n ts  th a t  fo llo w  f ro m  H is  In c a rn a tio n , th a t  to  try  

to  n u m b e r  th e m  is  l ik e  g a z in g  a t  th e  o p e n  se a  a n d  try in g  to  c o u n t  th e  w a v e s .  

O n e  c a n n o t  se e  a ll  th e  w a v e s  w ith  o n e 's  e y e s , fo r  w h e n  o n e  tr ie s  to  d o  so  th o se  

th a t  a re  fo llo w in g  o n  b a ff le  o n e 's  se n se s . E v e n  so , w h e n  o n e  w a n ts  to  ta k e  in  a ll  

th e  a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  C h ris t  in  th e  b o d y , o n e  c a n n o t  d o  so , e v e n  b y  re c k o n in g  

th e m  u p , fo r  th e  th in g s  th a t  tra n sc e n d  o n e 's  th o u g h t  a re  a lw a y s  m o re  th a n  th o se  

o n e  th in k s  th a t  o n e  h a s  g ra sp e d .

A s  w e  c a n n o t  sp e a k  a d e q u a te ly  a b o u t e v e n  a  p a r t  o f  H is  w o rk , th e re fo re ,  i t  

w ill  b e  b e tte r  fo r  u s  n o t  to  sp e a k  a b o u t i t  a s  a  w h o le . S o  w e  w ill  m e n tio n  b u t  

o n e  th in g  m o re , a n d  th e n  le a v e  th e  w h o le  fo r  y o u  to  m a rv e l a t. F o r , in d e e d ,  

e v e ry th in g  a b o u t i t is  m a rv e lo u s , a n d  w h e rev e r  a  m a n  tu rn s  h is  g a z e  h e  se e s  th e  

G o d h e a d  o f  th e  W o rd  a n d  is  sm itte n  w ith  a w e .

(5 5 )  T h e  su b s ta n c e  o f  w h a t  w e  h a v e  sa id  so  fa r  m a y  b e  su m m a riz e d  a s  

fo llo w s . S in c e  th e  S a v io r  c a m e  to  d w e ll a m o n g  u s , n o t  o n ly  d o e s  id o la try  n o  

lo n g e r  in c re a se , b u t i t  is  g e ttin g  le s s  a n d  g ra d u a lly  c e a s in g  to  b e . S im ila r ly , n o t  

o n ly  d o e s  th e  w isd o m  o f  th e  G re e k s  n o  lo n g e r  m a k e  a n y  p ro g re s s , b u t  th a t  

w h ic h  u se d  to  b e  is  d isa p p e a r in g . A n d  d e m o n s , so  fa r  f ro m  c o n tin u in g  to  

im p o se  o n  p e o p le  b y  th e ir  d e c e its  a n d  o ra c le -g iv in g s  a n d  so rc e r ie s , a re  ro u te d  

b y  th e  s ig n  o f  th e  c ro ss  if  th e y  so  m u c h  a s  try . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  w h ile  id o la try  

a n d  e v e ry th in g  e lse  th a t  o p p o se s  th e  fa ith  o f  C h ris t is  d a ily  d w in d lin g  a n d  

w e a k e n in g  a n d  fa llin g , se e , th e  S a v io r 's  te a c h in g  is  in c re a s in g  e v e ry w h e re !  

W o rsh ip ,  th e n , th e  S a v io r " W h o  is  a b o v e  a ll"  a n d  m ig h ty , e v e n  G o d  th e  W o rd ,  

a n d  c o n d e m n  th o se  w h o  a re  b e in g  d e fe a te d  a n d  m a d e  to  d isa p p e a r  b y  H im . 

W h e n  th e  su n  h a s  c o m e , d a rk n e ss  p re v a ils  n o  lo n g e r ; a n y  o f  i t  th a t  m a y  b e  le f t  

a n y w h e re  is  d riv e n  a w a y . S o  a lso , n o w  th a t  th e  D iv in e  e p ip h a n y  o f  th e  W o rd  o f  

G o d  h a s  ta k e n  p la c e , th e  d a rk n e ss  o f  id o ls  p re v a ils  n o  m o re , a n d  a ll  p a r ts  o f  th e  

w o rld  in  e v e ry  d ire c tio n  a re  e n lig h te n e d  b y  H is  te a c h in g . S im ila rly , if  a  k in g  b e  

re ig n in g  so m e w h e re , b u t  s ta y s  in  h is  o w n  h o u se  a n d  d o e s  n o t  le t  h im se lf  b e  

se e n , i t  o fte n  h a p p e n s  th a t  so m e  in su b o rd in a te  fe llo w s , ta k in g  a d v a n ta g e  o f  h is  

re tire m e n t, w ill  h a v e  th e m se lv e s  p ro c la im e d  in  h is  s te a d ; a n d  e a c h  o f  th e m , 

b e in g  in v e s te d  w ith  th e  se m b la n c e  o f  k in g sh ip , m is le a d s  th e  s im p le  w h o , 
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b e c a u se  th e y  c a n n o t e n te r  th e  p a la c e  a n d  se e  th e  re a l k in g , a re  le d  a s tra y  b y  ju s t  

h e a r in g  a  k in g  n a m e d . W h e n  th e  re a l k in g  e m e rg e s ,  h o w e v e r , a n d  a p p e a rs  to  

v ie w , th in g s  s ta n d  d iffe re n tly . T h e  in su b o rd in a te  im p o s to rs  a re  sh o w n  u p  b y  h is  

p re se n c e , a n d  m e n , se e in g  th e  re a l k in g , fo rsa k e  th o se  w h o  p re v io u s ly  m is le d  

th e m . In  th e  sa m e  w a y  th e  d e m o n s  u se d  fo rm erly  to  im p o se  o n  m e n , in v e s tin g  

th e m se lv e s  w ith  th e  h o n o r  d u e  to  G o d . B u t  s in c e  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  h a s  b e e n  

m a n ife s te d  in  a  b o d y , a n d  h a s  m a d e  k n o w n  to  u s  H is  o w n  F a th e r , th e  f ra u d  o f  

th e  d e m o n s  is  s to p p e d  a n d  m a d e  to  d isa p p e a r ; a n d  m e n ,  tu rn in g  th e ir  e y e s  to  

th e  tru e  G o d , W o rd  o f  th e  F a th e r , fo rsa k e  th e  id o ls  a n d  c o m e  to  k n o w  th e  tru e  

G o d .

N o w  th is  is  p ro o f  th a t  C h ris t  is  G o d , th e  W o rd  a n d  P o w e r  o f  G o d . F o r  

w h e re a s  h u m a n  th in g s  c e a se  a n d  th e  fa c t o f  C h ris t  re m a in s , i t  is  c le a r  to  a ll th a t  

th e  th in g s  w h ic h  c e a se  a re  te m p o ra ry , b u t  th a t  H e  W h o  re m a in s  is  G o d  a n d  

v e ry  S o n  o f  G o d , th e  so le -b e g o tte n  W o rd .

Chapter 8 Notes

1. Literally, "so great a chorus" "choros" (Gk.) being properly a band of 

dancers and singers.

2. Isaiah ii. 4.

3. Cor. ii. 8.

9 

Conclusion

(5 6 )

H e re , th e n , M a c a riu s , is  o u r  o ffe r in g  to  y o u  w h o  lo v e  C h ris t, a  b rie f  s ta te m e n t 

o f  th e  fa ith  o f  C h ris t  a n d  o f  th e  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  H is  G o d h e a d  to  u s . T h is  w ill  

g iv e  y o u  a  b e g in n in g , a n d  y o u  m u s t g o  o n  to  p ro v e  i ts  tru th  b y  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  

S c rip tu re s . T h e y  w e re  w ritte n  a n d  in sp ire d  b y  G o d ; a n d  w e , w h o  h a v e  le a rn e d  

f ro m  in sp ire d  te a c h e rs  w h o  re a d  th e  S c rip h ire s  a n d  b e c a m e  m a rty rs  fo r  th e  

G o d h e a d  o f  C h ris t,  m a k e  fu r th e r  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  y o u r  e a g e rn e ss  to  le a rn . F ro m  

th e  S c rip h ire s  y o u  w ill le a rn  a lso  o f  H is  se c o n d  m a n ife s ta tio n  to  u s , g lo r io u s  

a n d  d iv in e  in d e e d , w h e n  H e  sh a ll c o m e  n o t  in  lo w lin e s s  b u t  in  H is  p ro p e r  g lo ry , 

n o  lo n g e r  in  h u m ilia tio n  b u t  in  m a je s ty , n o  lo n g e r  to  su ffe r  b u t  to  b e s to w  o n  u s  
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a ll th e  f ru it o f  H is  c ro ss—  th e  re su rrec tio n  a n d  in c o rru p tib ility . N o  lo n g e r  w ill  

H e  th e n  b e  ju d g e d , b u t  ra th e r  w ill H im se lf  b e  Ju d g e ,  ju d g in g  e a c h  a n d  a ll  

a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir  d e e d s  d o n e  in  th e  b o d y , w h e th e r  g o o d  o r  i l l . T h e n  fo r  th e  

g o o d  is  la id  u p  th e  h e a v e n ly  k in g d o m ,  b u t fo r  th o se  th a t  p ra c tic e  e v il o u te r  

d a rk n e ss  a n d  th e  e te rn a l f ire . S o  a lso  th e  L o rd  H im se lf  sa y s , " I sa y  u n to  y o u , 

h e re a f te r  y e  sh a ll se e  th e  S o n  o f  M a n  se a te d  o n  th e  r ig h t  h a n d  o f  p o w e r , c o m in g  

o n  th e  c lo u d s  o f  h e a v e n  in  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  F a th e r .  " [1 1  F o r  th a t  D a y  w e  h a v e  

o n e  o f  H is  o w n  sa y in g s  to  p re p a re  u s , " G e t re a d y  a n d  w a tc h , fo r  y e  k n o w  n o t  

th e  h o u r  in  w h ic h  H e  c o m e th "  [2 ] A n d  b le s se d  P a u l sa y s , " W e  m u s t a ll s ta n d  

b e fo re  th e  ju d g m e n t  se a t o f  C h ris t, th a t  e a c h  o n e  m a y  re c e iv e  a c c o rd in g  a s  h e  

p ra c tic e d  in  th e  b o d y , w h e th e r  g o o d  o r  i l l .  " [3 ]

(5 7 )  B u t  fo r  th e  se a rc h in g  a n d  r ig h t  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  S c rip tu re s  th e re  is  

n e e d  o f  a  g o o d  l ife  a n d  a  p u re  so u l, a n d  fo r  C h ris tia n  v ir tu e  to  g u id e  th e  m in d  to  

g ra sp , so  fa r  a s  h u m a n  n a tu re  c a n , th e  tru th  c o n c e rn in g  G o d  th e  W o rd . O n e  

c a n n o t  p o ss ib ly  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  te a c h in g  o f  th e  sa in ts  u n le s s  o n e  h a s  a  p u re  

m in d  a n d  is  try in g  to  im ita te  th e ir  l ife . A n y o n e  w h o  w a n ts  to  lo o k  a t su n lig h t  

n a tu ra lly  w ip e s  h is  e y e  c le a r  f irs t , in  o rd e r  to  m a k e , a t  a n y  ra te , so m e  

a p p ro x im a tio n  to  th e  p u rity  o f  th a t  o n  w h ic h  h e  lo o k s ; a n d  a  p e rso n  w ish in g  to  

s e e  a  c ity  o r  c o u n try  g o e s  to  th e  p la c e  in  o rd e r  to  d o  so . S im ila r ly , a n y o n e  w h o  

w ish e s  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  m in d  o f  th e  sa c re d  w rite rs  m u s t f irs t c le a n se  h is  o w n  

l ife , a n d  a p p ro a c h  th e  sa in ts  b y  c o p y in g  th e ir  d e e d s . T h u s  u n ite d  to  th e m  in  th e  

fe llo w sh ip  o f  l ife , h e  w ill b o th  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  th in g s  re v e a le d  to  th e m  b y  G o d  

a n d , th e n c e fo r th  e sc a p in g  th e  p e r il  th a t  th re a te n s  s in n e rs  in  th e  ju d g m e n t, w ill  

re c e iv e  th a t  w h ic h  is  la id  u p  fo r  th e  sa in ts  in  th e  k in g d o m  o f  h e a v e n . O f  th a t  

re w a rd  i t  is  w ritten : " E y e  h a th  n o t  se e n  n o r  e a r  h e a rd , n e ith e r  h a th  e n te re d  in to  

th e  h e a r t o f  m a n  th e  th in g s  th a t  G o d  h a s  p re p a re d "  [4 ] fo r  th e m  th a t  l iv e  a  g o d ly  

l ife  a n d  lo v e  th e  G o d  a n d  F a th e r  in  C h ris t  Je su s  o u r  L o rd , th ro u g h  W h o m  a n d  

w ith  W h o m  b e  to  th e  F a th e r  H im se lf, w ith  th e  S o n  H im se lf , in  th e  H o ly  S p ir it , 

h o n o r  a n d  m ig h t  a n d  g lo ry  to  a g e s  o f  a g e s . A m e n .
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