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CH AP TE R  I

Mary’s Fullness of Grace Considered 

Positively1

T
H E  u n iq u e  s t a t e  o f gr a ce  w h ich  ca u s e d  t h e  a n ge l t o  

s a lu t e  t h e  M o t h e r  o f G o d  a s “fu ll o f gr a ce ” is  o ft e n  

e xp la in e d  b y t h e  F a t h e r s  a s  o w in g t o  t h e  d ivin e  m o th e r 

h o o d  it s e lf. F o r  t h r o u gh  t h is  m o t h e r h o o d  M a r y  w a s  u n it e d  

t o t h e  ve r y p r in cip le  o f gr a ce , w a s  s o  fille d  a n d  clo t h e d  

w it h  it  t h a t t h e  fu lln e s s o f t h e G o d h e a d  d w e lt  “b o d ily” 

in  h e r . O n  t h e s t r e n g t h  o f t h is gr a ce , a n a lo go u s t o t h e  

“gr a ce  o f t h e  u n io n ” in  Ch r is t , t h e y e xp la in  t h e  w e a lth  o f 

cr ea t e d , o r  q u a lit a t ive , gr a ce s  b r o u gh t in  it s t r a in . T h e y  

in t e r p r e t  t h e  G r e e k  e xp r e s s io n  fo r  “fu ll o f gr a ce ” (χαρι,τοΰν ) 

in  r e ga r d  t o  M a r y, a n a lo g ica lly a s  in  Ch r is t , in  a  t h r e e fo ld  

m a n n e r : fir s t , in  a cco r d a n ce  w it h  t h e figu r e o f t h e a r k  

o f t h e  co ve n a n t , a s  χρυσόν», i.e ., t o  gild  w it h  t h e  go ld  o f t h e  

G o d h e a d ; s e co n d ly, in  a cco r d a n ce  w it h  t h e  figu r e  o f t h e  

“clo u d  o f ligh t ” a n d  w it h  t h a t  o f t h e  “w o m a n  clo th e d  w it h  

t h e  s u n ” a s  τ τ υ ρ ο ΰ ν , i.e ., t o  glo w  t h r o u gh  a n d  t h r o u gh  w it h  

t h e  fir e  o f t h e  G o d h e a d ; a n d  t h ir d ly, in  a cco r d a n ce  w it h  

P s . 4 4 :8 , a s  a n  a n o in t in g  a n d  p e r fu m in g  o f Ch r is t ’s  w h o le  

a t t ir e  w it h  t h e  o in tm e n t  o f t h e  G o d h ea d . U n d e r  t h e s e  la s t

1 For literature, see St. A lbert the G reat, Mariale, q. 33  ff.  ; St Thom as, Illa, 

q.27, a.3  f.; also G regory of V alencia, M edina, Suarez; St. A ntoninus, Summa, 
p. 4, tit. 15; Trom belli, Mariae ss. vita, diss. 3, q.2; Passaglia, De imm. cone., 
sec. 1 and sec. 5, cap. 4. For the historical developm ent of the doctrine, see 

V asquez, in 3 partem Summae, disp. 120.
3
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t w o  vie w p o in t s in  p a r t icu la r , t h e co n n e ct io n  o f cr e a t e d  

w it h  u n cr e a t e d  gr a ce is e vid e n t , a n d  t h e ir im p o r t a n d  

e xt en t  a r e  a ls o  m a d e  cle a r .

M a r y ’s Fu l l n e s s  o f  G r a c e  in  G e n e r a l

F r o m  t h e  w o r d s  o f t h e  a n ge l w h o  s a lu t e d  h e r  a s  o n e  t o

w h o m  G o d  h a d  gr a n t e d  gr a ce , o r  o n e  “fu ll o f gr a ce ,” it  

fo llo w s  t h a t , in  ge n e r a l a n d  in  a  m o s t e xce p t io n a l m a n 

n e r , M a r y w a s e n d o w ed  w it h  a ll gr a ce , p r e -e m in e n t ly 

w it h  s a n ct ifyin g gr a ce . I n  a cco r d a n ce  w it h  t h e s p e cific  

p u r p o se  go ve r n in g t h e m e a s u r e o f h e r gr a ce , e vid e n t ly  

M a r y s u r p a s se d  in  s a n ct ifyin g gr a ce  n o t o n ly a ll h u m a n  

b e in gs t o w h o m  gr a ce h a s b e e n  gr a n t e d in  s u p e r la t ive  

d e gr e e , b u t  e ve n  a n ge ls  t h e  m o s t  e xa lt e d . T h e  Ch u r ch  in  

a ll a ge s , e s p e cia lly s in ce t h e Co u n cil o f E p h e s u s , h a s  

m a in t a in e d t h a t M a r y e n jo ye d t h is p a r t icu la r s t a t e o f 

gr a ce a t le a s t fr o m  t h e m o m e n t o f Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n ;  

a n d  w e  m a y s a y w it h  s u ffic ie n t ce r t a in ty, a ls o fr o m  h e r  

in it ia l s a n ct ifica t io n .

T h is  s t a t e  w a s  b u t  fit t in g in  vie w  o f t h e  e xa lt e d  d ign it y  

a n d  p o s it io n  t o  w h ich  s h e  w a s  d e s t in e d . G o d ’s h o n o r  r e 

q u ir e d  t h a t  H e  b e s t o w  u p o n  H is  m o t h e r  s u ch  h o lin e s s  a s  

w o u ld  e n a b le  h e r  w o r th ily  t o  fu lfill t h e  s e r vice  s h e  w a s  t o  

r e n d e r  H im  a n d  t h a t  t h r o u gh  t h is  m o s t  in t im a t e  a s s o cia 

t io n  s h e  m igh t  b e  b r o u gh t  t o  a  h o lin e s s  lik e  t o  H is o w n . 

M o r e o ve r , t h e lo ve o f G o d , w h e r e b y M a r y in  a n  u n 

p a r a lle le d  w a y b e co m e s d a u gh t e r , b r id e , a n d  s a n ct u a r y 

o f t h e d ivin ity, r e q u ir e s t h a t s h e b e p e r fe ct ly p r e p a r e d  

fo r  t h is a s s o cia t io n  w it h  G o d  a n d , t o  t h a t e n d , b e  r a is e d  

t o a p a r t icip a t io n in H is p e r fe ct io n . I t w o u ld in d e e d  

b e in co n s is t en t t h a t s h e in  w h o m  t h e So u r ce o f gr a ce  

w a s in fu s e d  a n d  a p p r o p r ia t e d  in  a  u n iq u e m a n n e r a n d
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t h r o u gh  w h o s e m e d ia t io n  t h is So u r ce o f gr a ce m u s t b e  

give n  t o t h e w o r ld , s h o u ld  n o t h e r s e lf b e t h e fir s t t o  

e xp e r ie n ce t h e e ffe ct s o f t h is b e n ign  in flu e n ce . N e it h e r  

w o u ld  it  b e  fit t in g t h a t  s h e  fr o m  w h o m  Ch r is t  w ille d  t o  

r e ce ive b o d ily life s h o u ld  h a ve n o gr e a t e r s h a r e t h a n  

o t h e r s in  H is d ivin e life . T o  u n d e r s t a n d  h illy t h e fo r ce  

o f t h is  r e a s o n in g , it  s u ffice s  t o  r e ca ll t h e  in t im a t e  u n ity  a n d  

t h e clo s e , m u t u a l a s s o cia t io n b e t w e e n  Ch r is t a n d H is  

m o t h e r  fr o m  t h e  m o m e n t  o f H is  co n ce p t io n  t ill H is  b ir t h .

T h e o lo g ia n s  m o s t  ju d ic ia lly  a p p ly  h e r e  t h e  w o r d s  w h ich  

a r e in d e e d  t yp ica l: “T h e Lo r d  lo ve t h  t h e ga t e s o f Sio n  

a b o ve  a ll t h e  t a b e r n a cle s  o f J a co b ,” a n d  a ls o  t h e  ve r s e  o f 

I s a ia s : “I n  t h e  la s t  d a ys  t h e  m o u n t a in  o f t h e  h o u s e  o f t h e  

Lo r d  s h a ll b e  p r e p a r e d  o n  t h e  t o p  o f m o u n t a in s .” 2  Am o n g  

t h e  F a th e r s  w e  s h o u ld  n o t e , fo r  in s t a n ce , Ba s il o f Se leu -  

c ia : 3 “W h o  d o e s n o t  m a r ve l o ve r  t h e  m e a s u r e  in  w h ich  

M a r y s u r p a s s e s a ll t h o s e w h o m  w e ve n e r a t e a s s a in t s ?  

I f G o d  b e s t o w e d  s o  m u ch  gr a ce o n  H is s e r va n t s , w h a t  

k in d  o f vir t u e  d o  w e  t h in k  H is  m o th e r  h a s ? M u s t it n o t  

b e  a  m u ch  gr e a t e r  vir t u e  t h a n  t h e  vir t u e  o f t h o s e  w h o  a r e  

s u b je ct  t o  h e r ? Be  it  k n o w n  t o  a n yo n e  t h a t , if P e t e r  w a s  

ca lle d  b le s s e d  a n d  h a d  t h e  k e ys  o f t h e  k in gd o m  co n s ign e d  

t o  h im , s h e  b e fo r e  a ll o t h e r s  s h o u ld  b e  p r o cla im e d  b le s s e d  

t o w h o m  it w a s give n  t o b r in g fo r t h  H im  w h o m  P e te r  

o r a lly a vo w e d ; if P a u l w a s ca lle d  ve s s e l o f e le ct io n  b e 

ca u s e  h e  ca r r ie d  fo r t h  a n d  d ivu lge d  t h e  a u gu s t n a m e  o f 

Ch r is t  e ve r yw h e r e  in  t h e  w o r ld , w h a t  k in d  o f ve s s e l w ill 

t h e  m o t h e r  o f G o d  b e ? ” Als o  G r e go r y t h e G r ea t : 4 “T h e  

b le ss e d  M a r y M o t h e r  o f G o d , e ve r  a  vir gin , ca n  b e  d e 

s cr ib e d  b y t h e  n a m e  o f t h is m o u n ta in . F o r  s h e  w a s t h e

* Ps. 86:2; Isa. 2:2.

* Basil of Seleucia, O r. 39 in s. Deiparae annunt.
* St. G regory the G reat, in I Reg., c. 1, n. 5; PL, LX XIX , 25. 
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m o u n t a in  t h a t s u r p a s s e d  in  h e igh t e ve r y e le ct e d  cr ea 

t u r e  b y t h e  d ign it y  o f h e r  e le ct io n . I s  t h e  s u b lim e  m o u n 

t a in  n o t  M a r y, w h o , t o  r e a ch  t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f t h e  e t e r n a l 

W o r d , r a is e d  t h e s u m m it o f m e r it s a b o ve a ll ch o ir s o f 

a n ge ls t o t h e t h r o n e o f G o d ? P r o p h e s yin g t h e e xce l

le n t d ign it y o f t h is m o u n t a in , I s a ia s s a ys : ‘I n  t h e la s t  

d a ys . .

W e  s h o u ld  n o t e  t h e  co m m e n t a r ie s  o f t h e  F a th e r s  o n  t h e  

s a lu t a t io n  o f t h e  a n ge l,  a s  fo u n d  in  P a s s a glia .5  T h e ir  m e a n 

in g  is  s u m m e d  u p  in  t h e  b u ll Ineffabilis a s  fo llo w s : “T h is  

s o le m n  a n d  u n p a r a lle le d  s a lu t a t io n , h e a r d  a t n o o t h e r  

t im e , s h o w s t h e M o th e r  o f G o d  a s t h e s e a t  o f a ll d ivin e  

gr a ce s , a n d  a s a d o r n e d  w it h  a ll t h e gift s o f t h e d ivin e  

Sp ir it . I t  a ls o  s h o w s  h e r  a s  t h e  a lm o s t in fin it e  r e p o s it o r y  

a n d  in e xh a u s t ib le  a b ys s o f t h e s e gift s t o s u ch  a  d e gr e e  

t h a t , b e in g  a t  n o  t im e  gu ilt y  o f s in  a n d  t o ge t h e r  w it h  h e r  

So n  p a r t a k in g o f a  p e r p e tu a l b le s s in g , s h e d e s e r ve d  t o  

h e a r  E liza b e t h , u n d e r  t h e  in s p ir a t io n  o f t h e  H o ly G h o s t , 

s a y: ‘Bles s e d  a r t t h o u . . .

M a r y ’s  Fu l l n e s s  o f  G r a c e  a s  C o n t r a s t e d  w it h  

Th a t  o f  C h r i s t

As  e vid e n ce d  b y t h e  t r a n s la t io n  o f t h e  a n ge l G a b r ie l’s  

s a lu t a t io n ,  gratia plena (  “fu ll o f gr a ce ” ) , fr o m  t h e  e a r lie s t  

a ge s d ie  La t in  Ch u r ch  h a s ch a r a ct e r ize d  t h e in e xh a u s t 

ib le  w e a lt h  o f gr a ce  s u m m ed  u p  in  t h e  d ign it y  o f M a r y  a s  

fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce , t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  in  a  s e n s e  a n a lo go u s  t o  

t h a t  in  w h ich  fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce  is  a t t r ib u t ed  t o  Ch r is t  H im 

s e lf. A  ce r t a in  fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce  is  a s cr ib e d  t o  a ll t h e  s a in t s  

s in ce  t h e y p o s s e s s in  it s fu lln e s s t iia t gr a ce e s s e n t ia l t o  

t h e ir  p a r t icu la r  p e r fe ct io n , o r  s in ce in  t h e m  gr a ce  r a d i-

’ Op. tit., col. 1093  ff.
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file s in  a  d egr e e  r e la t ive ly h igh e r  t h a n  in  o t h e r s : p le n i

t u d e o f s u ffic ie n cy a n d  e xce lle n ce . I n  M a r y t h is  fu lln e s s  

w a s  t a k e n  in  t h e  n a t u r a l s e n s e  o f a  w e a lt h  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  

fo llo w  t h e  o r d in a r y m e a s u r e . Co m p a r e d  w it h  t h e  w e a lt h  

o f o t h e r s , it  is  b e yo n d  m e a s u r e  o r  d e gr e e ; it  s u r p a s s e s  t h e  

la t t e r  a s  t h e  w h o le  d o e s  t h e  p a r t , a s  t h e  fo r ce  o f w a t e r  o f 

a  r ive r  o r , r a th e r , o f t h e s e a , s u r p a s s e s t h a t o f a  b r o o k :  

p le n itu d e o f gr e a t e s t a b u n d a n ce a n d  s in gu la r it y. Su ch  

w e a lth  is e m b o d ie d  in  M a r y’s r e la t ive ly u n lim it ed  d ig 

n it y a n d  in  h e r  d ir e ct  r e la t io n s h ip  t o t h e d ivin e p r in ci

p le  o f gr a ce  d w e llin g  b o d ily  in  h e r , b e lo n gin g t o  h e r , a n d  

co m m u n ica t in g it s e lf t o  o t h e r s o n ly t h r o u gh  h e r . H e n ce  

h e r  p la ce  a s Q u e e n  a n d  M o t h e r  o f a ll s a in t s , o r  a s ch a n 

n e l o f gr a ce  a n d  m ys t ica l h e a r t  o f t h e  Ch u r ch .

I n  t h is  r e s p e ct  M a r y ’s  p len it u d e  o f gr a ce  is  n o te w o r t h y  

fis a n  o ve r flo w in g fu lln e s s : p len it u d e o f r e d u n d a n ce . I t  

co u ld  a n d  m u s t  e n a b le  M a r y t o  co o p e r a t e  e ffe ct ive ly a n d  

b y vir t u e  o f h e r  o w n  a ct ivit y in  t h e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f gr a ce  

t o  o t h e r s . T h u s M a r y m u s t  e xe r cis e  h e r  in flu e n ce  in  p a r 

t icu la r  ca s e s , fo r  in d ivid u a l s u b je ct s  o r  in d ivid u a l gr a ce s , 

a n d  a ls o  fo r  a ll m e n  in  ge n e r a l, a n d  fo r  e a ch  gr a ce  t o  b e  

co m m u n ica t e d  t o  t h e m . Co n s e q u e n t ly M a r y’s  fu lln e s s  o f 

gr a ce  is  a  u n ive r s a l,  u n lim it e d ,  o ve r flo w in g  fu lln e s s : p le n i

t u d e  o f u n ive r s a l a n d  in d e fin it e  r e d u n d a n ce .

D e s p it e t h is s p e cific r e s e m b la n ce t o t h e fu lln e s s o f 

gr a ce  in  Ch r is t , t h e r e e xis t s a t  a ll t im e s  a  r e a l a n d  ve r y  

m a r k e d  d iffe r e n ce  b e t w e e n  Ch r is t ’s  fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce  a n d  

t h a t  o f M a r y in  r e ga r d  t o t h e r e a s o n , t h e co n te n t , a n d  

t h e o ve r flo w in g  o f gr a ce . T h e o n e  is t o  t h e  o t h e r  a s t h e  

ligh t  o f d a w n  t o  t h e  ligh t  o f d a y, a s  t h e  w a t e r  o f a  s t r e a m  

t o  t h a t  o f t h e  s e a . H e n ce  t h e o lo g ia n s  m a k e  a  d is t in ct io n  

in  t h e  p le n it u d e  o f r e d u n d a n ce  o n  b o t h  s id e s : in  Ch r is t  
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t h e y ca ll it  “p le n itu d e  o f e fflu e n ce  o r  e fficie n cy” ; in  M a r y,  

m e r e ly  “p le n itu d e  o f a fflu e n ce .”

T h e  h a r m o n io u s  u n it y  o f t h is  d o u b le , e m in e n t , a n d  ce n 

t r a l fu lln e s s o f gr a ce  is d e m o n s t r a t e d  fr o m  t h e fa ct  t h a t  

in  t h e  o r ga n is m  o f t h e p h ys ica l b o d y t h e fu lln e s s o f life  

o f t h e w h o le , a s d is t in gu is h e d  fr o m  t h e life  o f e a ch  in 

d ivid u a l m e m b e r , h a s n o t o n e b e a r e r  b u t t w o b e a r e r s :  

t h e  h e a d  a n d , d e p e n d in g  o n  t h e  h e a d , t h e  h e a r t .

U n d e r s to o d  t h u s , M a r y’s fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce  fin d s  e xp r e s 

s io n  in  t h e Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s , e s p e cia lly in  t h e d e s cr ip 

t io n  o f t h e  b e a u t ifu l r a im e n t o f t h e q u ee n  in  p s a lm  4 4 , 

a n d  m o r e p a r t icu la r ly in  t h e d e s cr ip t io n  o f t h e b e a u t y  

a n d  fe r t ilit y o f t h e b r id e in  t h e Ca n t icle o f Ca n t ic le s ;  

a ga in , in t h e a p p lica t io n o f E ccle s ia s t icu s , ch a p . 2 4 , 

w h ich  ch a p te r  a cco r d s  p e r fe ct ly w it h  p s a lm  4 4 .

T h e  r e a s o n  a n d  m a n n e r  o f t h is  fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce  is  cle a r  

fr o m  12 :1, “A gr e a t  s ign  a p p e a r e d  in  h e a ve n : A w o m a n  

clo t h e d  w it h  t h e s u n , a n d  t h e  m o o n  u n d e r  h e r  fe e t , a n d  

o n  h e r  h e a d  a  cr o w n  o f t w e lve  s t a r s .” St . Be r n a r d  s a ys :  

“W it h o u t  d o u b t  b y t h a t  fir e (o f d ivin e  w is d o m ) t h e  lip s  

o f t h e  p r o p h e t  a r e  p u r ifie d , b y t h a t  fir e  s e r a p h im  a r e  s e t  

o n  fir e . I n  a n o t h e r  w a y M a r y m e r it e d  b y fa r  n o t  o n ly t o  

b e  s u m m a r ily t o u ch e d , b u t  t o  b e  co ve r e d  o n  a ll s id e s , t o  

b e e n ve lo p e d  a n d  e n clo s e d , b y t h a t fir e . T h is w o m a n ’s  

o u te r  ga r m e n t  is in d e e d  m o s t  b r igh t  a s  w e ll a s  ve r y h o t ;  

w it h  h e r  a ll t h in gs  a r e  k n o w n  t o  b e  ir r a d ia t e d  t o  s u ch  a n  

e xce lle n t  d e gr e e  t h a t  m a n  is  n o t  a llo w e d  t o  s u s p e ct  a n y

t h in g  in  h e r , t h a t  is , a n yt h in g  d a r k , o r  e ve n  s o m e w h a t  o b 

s cu r e o r le s s b r igh t , n o t e ve n  m o d e r a t e ly w a r m  o r  n o t  

fu lly  h o t .” 6

St . T h o m a s  a ls o  a t t a ch e s  t h e  r e a s o n  a n d  e ffe ct  o f M a r y’s

* St. Bernard, Serm. Dom. infra. Oct. Ass., n.3; PL, CLXX X IH , 431.
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s p e cific  fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce  t o  b o t h  fu n ct io n s o f h e r  m o t h e r 

h o o d : “W h e r ea s  t h e  Ble s s e d  Vir gin  M a r y  r e ce ive d  s u ch  a  

fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce  t h a t  s h e  w a s  n e a r e s t  o f a ll t o  t h e  Au t h o r  

o f gr a ce ; s o  t h a t  s h e  r e ce ive d  w it h in  h e r  H im  w h o  is  fu ll 

o f a ll gr a ce ; a n d , b y b r in gin g H im  fo r th , s h e  in  a  m a n n e r  

d is p e n s ed  gr a ce  t o  a ll.” 7

T h e id e a  o f t h e ca u s e o f gr a ce a n d  t h e r e s u lt a n t in 

fu s io n  o f t h e  fu lln e s s  o f t h e  G o d h e a d  is  a d va n ce d  b y t h e  

F a th e r s fo r M a r y’s a b s o lu t e fu lln e s s o f gr a ce in  a w a y  

a n a lo go u s t o t h e h yp o s t a t ic u n io n  in  Ch r is t ’s h u m a n it y.  

P e t e r  Ch r ys o lo gu s s a ys : “H a il, fu ll o f gr a ce . F o r  gr a ce  

is b e s t o w e d  o n  t h e in d ivid u a l b y p o r t io n s , b u t t h e  fu ll

n e s s o f gr a ce  w a s give n  in  fu lln e s s t o M a r y.” 8 T h is t e xt  

is u s u a lly q u o te d  a cco r d in g t o t h e le t t e r Cogitis m e o f 

T s e u d o -J e r o m e ;  ju s t  a s  t h e  e n t ir e  co n te xt , s o  t h e  la t t e r  d e 

r ive d t h is t e x t fr o m  Ch r ys o lo gu s ; P s e u d o -J e r o m e co n 

t r ib u t in g  o n ly t h e  s u b o r d in a t e  cla u s e : “Be ca u se , a lt h o u gh  

w e b e lie ve t h a t t h e h o ly F a t h e r s a n d  p r o p h e t s w e r e in  

t h e  s t a t e  o f gr a ce , it  w a s  n o t  t o  t h e  e xt en t  o f a  fu lln e s s  o f 

gr a ce . Bu t in  M a r y t h e fu lln e s s o f gr a ce  is fo u n d , a s in  

Ch r is t , a lt h o u gh  in  a n o th e r  w a y.” 9 St . Be r n a r d  s a ys : “I n  

t h e  Act s  o f t h e  Ap o s t le s  w e  r e a d  t h a t  St e p h e n  w a s  fu ll o f 

gr a ce a n d  t h a t t h e a p o s t le s w e r e fille d  w it h  t h e H o ly  

G h o s t , b u t in  a  fa r  d iffe r e n t  w a y fr o m  t h a t  o f M a r y. I n  

a n o t h e r  w a y, n e ith e r  in  h im  d id  t h e  fu lln e s s  o f t h e  G o d 

h e a d  d w e ll b o d ily, in  t h e  w a y  it  d id  in  M a r y, n o r  d id  t h e y  

co n ce ive  o f t h e  H o ly  G h o s t , in  t h e  w a y t h a t  M a r y d id .” 10

T h e  F a t h e r s , t h e r e fo r e , o ft e n  lik e n  M a r y t o  a n  a b ys s , 

a s e a , a  t r e a s u r e h o u s e o f gr a ce . T h e y s p e a k  o f t h e  e m i-

1 St. Thom as, Illa, q.27, a. 5 ad 1.
" St. Peter Chrysologus, Serm. 143; PL, LII, 583.

» PL, X XX , 127.
10 St. Bernard, Hom. super Missus est, III, 2; PL, CLXX X III, 72.
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n e n t a n d  in co n ce iva b le gr ea t n e s s o f h e r  b e a u t y, p u r it y,  

a n d  h o lin e s s w h ich  r e n d e r s h e r a livin g m ir r o r o f t h e  

G o d h e a d . T h e y e xto l t h e s u b lim e  h e igh t o f h e r  d ign it y  

a n d  t lie  in co m p r e h e n s ib le  w o n d e r  o f h e r  m o t h e r h o o d .11 

T h is  fu lln e s s  t o  o ve r flo w in g  is  m e n t io n e d  b y  Ch r ys o lo gu s  

a ls o : “T h o u  h a s t  fo u n d  gr a ce . H o w  m u ch ?  As  m u ch  a s  h e  

h a d  s a id  p r e vio u s ly: t o fu lln e s s . I n d e e d , a fu lln e s s o f 

gr a ce  w h ich  e m p t ie d  it s e lf in  a  h e a vy s h o w e r  a n d  flo o d e d  

t h e w h o le cr e a t u r e .” 12 An d  m o r e  p r o fo u n d ly it  is m e n 

t io n e d  b y St . Be r n a r d : “T h o u  h a s t fo u n d  gr a ce . H o w  

m u ch ? A fu lln e s s o f gr a ce , s in gu la r  gr a ce . Sin gu la r o r  

o r d in a r y?  U n d o u b t e d ly  b o th ,  b e ca u s e  fu ll, a n d  s in gu la r  t o  

t h e  s a m e  e xt en t  a s  o r d in a r y; fo r  t h o u  h a s t  r e ce ive d  e ve n  

o r d in a r y gr a ce  in  a  s in gu la r  m a n n e r . As  s in gu la r , in  e xte n t ,  

I  s a y, a s o r d in a r y; b e ca u s e , a b o ve  a ll o t h e r s , t h o u  a lo n e  

h a s t  fo u n d  gr a ce . Sin gu la r , t h a t  t h o u  a lo n e  m igh t e s t  fin d  

t h is fu lln e s s ; o r d in a r y, t h a t a ll o t h e r s m igh t r e ce ive o f 

t h a t  ve r y fu lln e s s . . . . U n d o u b t e d ly s o , fo r  in  t h is  w a y  

t h e  d e w  w a s  o n ce  e n t ir e ly u p o n  t h e  fle e ce , e n t ir e ly u p o n  

a  s p a ce  o f gr o u n d ; b u t  n o t e n t ir e ly u p o n  a  p a r t  o f t h a t  

s p a ce  o f gr o u n d , a s  u p o n  t h e  fle e ce .” 13

F o llo w in g  u p  s u ch  d e cla r a t io n s  o f t h e  F a t h e r s , t h e  id e a  

o f M a r y’s  fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce  is  e xp la in e d  b y  t h e  Sch o la s t ics  

o f la t e r  d a t e , e s p e cia lly b y Su a r e z.14 T h e y a s s e r t  t h a t  a t  

le a s t  a ft e r  t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f Ch r is t , o r  r a th e r , a t  t h e  e n d  

o f h e r  life , M a r y’s  w e a lt h  o f gr a ce  s u r p a ss e d  t h e  gr a ce  o f 

e a ch  in d ivid u a l a n ge l a n d  s a in t , a n d  a ls o  t h a t  o f a ll t a k e n

11 See Passaglia, De imm cone., sec. 1 and sec. 5, c.4; and Theoph. Ray
naud, Dipt. Mar., p. 2, punct. 7.

«  St. Peter Chrysologus, Sermo 142; PL, LII, 579.

is St Bernard, Serm. 3 de annunt., n.8; PL, CLX XX III, 398.

14 Suarez, De incam., disp. 18, sec. 4. 
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co lle ct ive ly. I n  t h is  r e s p e ct , lik e w is e , it  co r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  

fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce  in  Ch r is t . H o w e ve r , t h is vie w p o in t  ca n  

a l b e s t b e r e ga r d e d  a s o n ly p r o b a b le . T h e m a in  a r gu 

m e n t  fo r  t h is , t h e  ge n e r a l co m m u n ica t io n  o f gr a ce  t h r o u gh  

M a r y, is n o t  co n clu s ive . Ce r t a in ly t h is co m m u n ica t io n  is  

n o t t o  b e  u n d e r s to o d  s im p ly in  t h is  w a y, n a m e ly, t h a t  t h e  

gift o f t h e ca u s e o f gr a ce ca m e t o M a r y fir s t a n d  in  a  

u n iq u e  m a n n e r  a n d  o n ly t h r o u gh  h e r  t o  o t h e r s , a n d  t h e r e 

fo r e  d e p e n d e d  o n  h e r  co n s e n t a n d  p h ys ica l co o p e r a t io n .  

11 m e a n s , r a th e r , t h a t , w it h  d u e  a llo w a n ce , t h e  co m m u n i

ca t io n  o f gr a ce  t h r o u gh  M a r y w a s  p a r t ly t h e  r e s u lt  o f h e r  

s p ir it u a l b e a u t y in  t h e  s igh t  o f G o d , co n d it io n e d  b y h e r  

< r e a t e d  gr a ce , h e r  w o r k s , a n d  h e r  p r a ye r s .

Bu t a p a r t fr o m  t h e u n ce r t a in t y w h e th e r t h e gr a ce  

gr a n t e d  t o  t h e  a n ge ls  w a s give n  t o  t h e m  a ls o  b e ca u s e  o f 

M a r y, fr o m  t h is vie w p o in t w e co n s id e r  t h a t M a r y a ct s ,  

n o t e x condignitate b u t o n ly e x congruitote; n o t in d e 

p e n d e n t ly, b u t  o n ly in  fo r m a l u n io n  w it h  Ch r is t ’s m e r it s , 

o r  p u r e ly b y m in is t e r ia l co o p e r a t io n . Su ch  a ct ivit y d o e s  

n o t  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e  gr a ce  ga in e d  t h e r e b y  is  vir t u a lly co n 

t a in e d  in  t h e  gr a ce  o f h im  w h o  ga in s it . W h e n  it  is p r e 

s u m e d , a s in d e e d  it  m u s t  b e , t h a t , fr o m  t h e  b e gin n in g  o f 

h e r life , M a r y’s gr a ce s u r p a s s e d  in  d e gr e e t h a t o f t h e  

h igh e s t  a n ge l, t h e  co n t in u a l in cr e a s e  o f t h is  gr a ce  a s s u m e s  

s u ch  p r o p o r t io n s t h a t  co m p a r is o n  w it h  in d ivid u a l a n ge ls  

a n d  s a in t s  s e e m s in a d e q u a t e , a n d  a  co m p a r iso n  w it h  t h e  

gr a ce o f a ll t a k e n  co lle ct ive ly s u gge s t s it s e lf in  s u p p le 

m e n t .

T h e o lo g ia n s  a n d  a s ce t ics  h a ve  a n a lyze d  a n d  e xp la in e d  

M a r y’s fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce  in  m a n y w a ys . Su ch  w e r e  e s p e 

cia lly St . Alb e r t  t h e  G r ea t , R ich a r d  o f St . La w r e n ce , St . 
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Bo n a ve n t u r e , T o le tu s .15 St . T h o m a s  16  d e fin e s  M a r y’s  fu ll

n e s s  o f gr a ce  a cco r d in g  t o  t h e s e  t h r e e  d e gr e e s : 1. T h e  fill

in g  o f M a r y ’s  s o u l t o  t h e  u t m o s t  w it h  a ll gr a ce s  n e ce ss a r y  

fo r  t ir e  p r a ct ice  o f go o d  a n d  t h e  a vo id a n ce  o f e vil. 2 . T h e  

o ve r flo w in g o f gr a ce fr o m  M a r y’s s o u l t o h e r b o d y t o  

s a n ct ify it fo r  t h e co n ce p t io n  a n d  b ir t h  o f Ch r is t . An d  

t h r o u gh  t h is  co n ce p t io n  a n d  b ir th : 3 . T h e  o ve r flo w in g  o f 

gr a ce o n  a ll m e n . T h e m o s t im p o r t a n t ch a r a ct e r is t ics  

o f M a r y’s gr o w t h  t o fu lln e s s o f gr a ce  w ill b e d is cu ss e d  

la t e r  o n .

G r o w t h  o f  G r a c e  in  M a r y

As  t h e  ligh t  o f d a w n  d iffe r s fr o m  t h e  fu ll ligh t  o f d a y, 

s o  M a r y’s fu lln e s s o f gr a ce  d iffe r s  fr o m  t h a t  o f Ch r is t  in  

s o  fa r  a s  it  w a s  n o t  co m p le t e  fr o m  t h e  b e gin n in g  b u t  w a s  

s u b je ct  t o a n  in t e r io r  p r o gr e s s . I n  M a r y gr a ce  w a s n o t , 

a s  in  Ch r is t ,  s im p ly a  gr a ce  co m p le t e  in  it s e lf fr o m  t h e  b e 

gin n in g , t h a t  is  t o  s a y, co m p le t e  in  t h e  ligh t  o f glo r y; b u t , 

a s  in  o t h e r  cr e a tu r e s  in  t h e  w a y o f p r o b a t io n , w a s  ca p a b le  

o f in cr e a s e  in  it s  m e a s u r e  a n d  a ct ivit y. T h is  is e s p e cia lly  

t r u e  o f t h e  p e r io d  b e fo r e  Ch r is t ’s  co n ce p t io n ; s o  m u ch  s o  

t h a t o n ly w it h  t h is la t t e r  a s it s e s s e n t ia l r e a s o n  d o e s t h e  

s p e cific  fu lln e s s  o f M a r y’s  gr a ce  b e gin . H e n ce  t h e o lo g ia n s  

d is t in gu is h  in  M a r y n o t o n ly t h e s t a t e o f s a n ct ifica t io n  

a n d  t h a t  o f glo r ifica t io n , a s in  Ch r is t , b u t  a ls o  a  t w o fo ld  

s a n ct ifica t io n  a n d , a n s w e r in g t o  it , a  d o u b le  p h a s e  o f h e r  

h o ly  life  o n  e a r t h . I n  it s  fir s t  p h a s e  M a r y’s  gr a ce  w a s  m o r e

15 St. A lbert the G reat, Mariale, q.79ff.; Richard of St. Lawrence, De 

laudibus B.M.V., I, 4; Pseudo-Bonaventure, Speculum B.M.V., lect. 5-7; 

Toletus, in Luc., 1, annot. 67.
18 St. Thom as, Collât, de Ave Maria, Parm a, X V I, 133: Dicitur plena gratia 

quantum ad tria: primo quantum ad animam ... ; secundo quantum ad 

redundantiam animae ad camem vel corpus ... ; tertio quantum ad re
fusionem in omnes homines.
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a dispositio ad form am . Co n s e q u e n t ly, u n lik e t h a t o f 

Ch r is t , w h ich  fr o m  t h e  b e gin n in g  w a s  b a s e d  o n  co m p le t e  

u n io n  w it h  t h e  p r in cip le  o f gr a ce , it  h a d  t h e  ch a r a ct e r  o f 

I h e  gr a ce  gr a n t e d  a ls o t o  o t h e r  ch o s e n  cr e a t u r e s . I n  t h e  

s e co n d  p h a s e  M a r y ’s  gr a ce  w a s  s im p ly  a n  effectus form ae 

praesentis. H e n ce  it  b o r e  t h e  s p e cific ch a r a ct e r  o f gr a ce  

in  Ch r is t  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h a t  o f m e r e  cr e a tu r e s , a n d  r igh t ly  

s o , s in ce  t o  s o m e  e xt e n t  it  s h a r e s in  t h e  p r o p e r  ch a r a ct e r  

o f p e r fe ct  gr a ce . So m e  t h e o lo gia n s  ca r r ie d  t h e  d is t in ct io n  

b e t w e e n  b o t h  p h a s e s  s o  fa r  a s  t o  a ccep t  fo r  t h e  fir s t , t h o u gh  

n o t  fo r  t h e  s e co n d  p h a s e , a  p r o gr e s s  in  gr a ce  o r  a n  in cr e a s e  

o f it  t h r o u gh  h e r  o w n  m e r it s . T h is  vie w  u n d o u b te d ly go e s  

lo o  fa r  a n d  co n s e q u e n t ly h a s  fo u n d  fe w  s u p p o r t e r s . F o r , 

ju s t  a s t h e gr a ce  o f t h e  m o t h e r h o o d , u n lik e t h e  gr a ce  o f 

I  h e  h yp o s t a t ic u n io n , d o e s  n o t im m e d ia t e ly p r o d u ce t h e  

ligh t  o f glo r y, s o  n e ith e r  n e e d  it  a t  o n ce  co m m u n ica t e  t h e  

e n t ir e  fu lln e s s  o f cr e a t e d  gr a ce  w h ich  flo w s  fr o m  it .

O n ly t h e  e ccen t r ic Ch r is to p h e r  Ve ga  17 t r ie d  t o  e s t a b 

lis h  a s  p r o b a b le  t h a t  M a r y h a d  t h e  b e a t ific  vis io n  d u r in g  

h e r  w h o le life o n  e a r th . T h is o p in io n  is a lt o ge th e r t o o  

d a r in g  a n d  n o t  in  a cco r d a n ce  w it h  M a r y ’s  fa it h . T h a t  s h e  

h a d  a t t im e s t h e  b e a t ific vis io n , fo r  in s t a n ce , a t  t h e  m o 

m e n t  o f Ch r is t ’s  co n ce p t io n , is  a cce p t e d  b y  m a n y, a m o n g  

o t h e r s b y Su a r e z.18 I t is , h o w e ve r , a m e r e co n je ctu r e ,  

a ga in s t w h ich  s e r io u s o b je ct io n s ca n  b e  r a is e d .19

T h e F a t h e r s fr e q u e n t ly m a k e a d is t in ct io n  b e t w e e n  

M a r y ’s t w o  s a n ct ifica t io n s , b e fo r e  a n d  in  t h e  co n ce p t io n  

o f Ch r is t , a lth o u gh  b e t w e e n  t h e m  t h e r e  is  s u ch  a  m u t u a l

17 V ega, Theol. Mar., w ithout m ention of exact place.

■•Suarez, De incam., disp. 19, sec. 4, n.2.
”  These objections disappear w hen the vision of the divine essence is ac

cepted, as norm ally form ing the highest and ultimate point of m ystical life. 

See Rev. d’ascet. et de myst., ΙΠ (1922), 249-71; IV (1923), 256-71; V  

( 1924), 33-59.
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r e la t io n  t h a t  t h e  fir s t  is  o ft e n  p r e s e n t e d  u n d e r  t h e  vie w 

p o in t  o f t h e  s e co n d . Sin ce  t h e t im e  o f P s e u d o -J e r o m e , a  

fa vo r it e  figu r e  fo r  illu s t r a t in g t h e d is t in ct io n  2 0 b e t w e e n  

t h e fir s t a n d  t h e s e co n d  s a n ct ifica t io n  h a s b e e n  t h a t o f 

w o o l w h ich , b e ca u s e o f it s p u r it y, is s u it e d  t o a b s o r b  

p u r p le , b u t  w h ich , b y  t h is  a b s o r p t io n , t a k e s  o n  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f t h e p u r p le . I t  p la yed  a  s p e cia l p a r t in  t h e e p is t o la r y  

d is p u t e b e t w e e n  P e t e r  d e La  Ce lle a n d  N ich o la s o f St . 

Alb a n . T o  t h e d e t r im e n t  o f t h e fir s t  s t a ge P e t e r  p r e s s e d  

t h e d is t in ct io n  t o o  p o s it ive ly w h e n  h e  s a id : “H a lt h e r e , 

b r o t h e r , a n d  give  b a t t le , t h a t  yo u  m a y  b e co m e  a cq u a in t e d  

w it h  t h e  Vir gin  b e fo r e  s h e  w a s  m o t h e r  a n d  t h e  Vir gin  a ft e r  

s h e  h a d  b e co m e  m o t h e r ; t h a t  yo u  m a y o b s e r ve  t h e  a b o d e  

o f W is d o m  in  it s  b e gin n in g  a s  w e ll a s  a lr e a d y co m p le t e d ; 

t h a t  yo u  m a y d is t in gu is h  t h e  w o o l p u r e  w h it e  b y  t h e  fir s t  

gr a ce , fr o m  t h a t  p u r p le -d ye d  b y t h e  s e co n d  gr a ce  in  t h e  

b lo o d  o f t h e s h e ll- fis h ; t h a t yo u  m a y s e p a r a t e t h e w o o l 

w h ich  h a s  n o t  ye t  b e e n  m o is t e n e d  b y  im p r e gn a t io n  fr o m  

t h a t  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  s a t u r a t e d  b y t h e  in ca r n a t io n .” 2 1 I n  

a n s w e r  N ich o la s  r e m a r k e d : “M a k e  t h e  d is t in ct io n  in  s u ch  

w is e  b e t w e e n  t h e  Vir gin  b e fo r e  s h e  w a s  m o t h e r  a n d  t h e  

Vir g in  a ft e r  s h e  h a d  b e co m e  m o t h e r  t h a t , fa r  b e yo n d  a n y  

o t h e r  vir g in , a  s in gu la r  p r ivile ge  ch o se  h e r  w h o , b e fo r e  

s h e  w a s  m o th e r , w a s  s in gu la r ly fu ll o f gr a ce  a cco r d in g t o  

t h e t e s t im o n y o f t h e a n ge l, a n d  w h o , a ft e r  s h e h a d  b e 

co m e m o th e r , w a s s in gu la r ly d is t in gu is h e d  a s t h e d e 

p o s ito r y o f t h e  H o ly G h o s t ; w h o  b e fo r e  s h e  w a s  m o t h e r  

w a s , lik e  t h e  w h it e s t  o f w o o l, n o t  s t a in e d  b y a n y in clin a 

t io n  t o  e vil, a n d  w h o , a ft e r  s h e  h a d  b e co m e  m o th e r , w a s , 

lik e t h e p u r p le  d ye d  b y t h e p u r p le s h e ll- fis h , s in gu la r ly

10 Pseudo-Jerom e, Epist. Cognitis me, PL, X X X, 129.

21 Peter de La Celle, Epist. 171; PL, CCII, 618. 
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m o is t e n e d  a n d  s a t u r a t e d  b y t h e  H o ly G h o s t , s o  t h a t  s h e  

m igh t  b e  s u r r en d e r e d  t o  n o  o t h e r  b u t  d ivin e  u s e .” 2 2

I n  M a r y t h is p r o gr e s s in  gr a ce  is a  p r o gr e s s  o f t h e  in 

fla t io n  a n d  p e n e t r a t io n  b y  d ivin e  ligh t . P e t e r  d e  La  Ce lle  

fin d s t h is in d ica t e d  in  t h e figu r e , ca r r ie d  t h r o u gh  b y d e 

m e e s , o f t h e  ligh t  e n cir c lin g t h e  b r id e  in  t h e  Ca n t ic le  o f 

< . 'a n t ic le s : “F o r w h a t r e a s o n co u ld w e s in g w it h t h e  

( iliu r ch : W h o is s h e t h a t co m e th  fo r t h  a s t h e m o r n in g  

r is in g, ce r t a in ly in  h e r  b ir t h , fa ir  a s  t h e  m o o n  in  h e r  h o ly  

a s s o cia t io n , b r igh t a s t h e s u n  in  t h e d ivin e co n ce p t io n , 

t e r r ib le  a s  a n  a r m y  s e t  in  a r r a y  b y  h e r  h e a ve n ly  e xa lt a t io n  

a n d  a s s u m p t io n , if n o  in cr e a s e  o f vir t u e s  h a d  t a k e n  p la ce  

in  h e r ? ” 2 3

T h e t h r e e d e gr e e s o f s u p e r n a tu r a l p e r fe ct io n  e ffe ct e d  

b y gr a ce , u n it e d  in  Ch r is t t h o u gh  s e p a r a t e in  M a r y, a r e  

d is t in gu is h e d  b y St . T h o m a s  a s  fo llo w s : “I n  t h e  t h in gs  o f 

n a tu r e  fir s t  t h e r e  is  p e r fe ct io n  o f d is p o s it io n , fo r  in s t a n ce ,  

w h e n  m a t t e r  is  p e r fe ct ly d is p o s e d  fo r  t h e  fo r m . Se co n d ly, 

t h e r e is t h e p e r fe ct io n  o f t h e  fo r m ; a n d  t h is is t h e  m o r e  

e xce lle n t , fo r t h e h e a t t h a t p r o ce e d s fr o m  t h e fo r m  o f 

fir e  is  m o r e  p e r fe ct  t h a n  t h a t  w h ich  d is p o s e d  t o  t h e  fo r m  

o f fir e . T h ir d ly, t h e r e  is t h e  p e r fe ct io n  o f t h e  e n d ; fo r  in 

s t a n ce , w h e n  fir e  h a s it s  q u a lit ie s  in  t h e  m o s t  p e r fe ct  d e 

g r e e , h a vin g m o u n t e d  t o it s o w n  p la ce . I n  lik e  m a n n e r , 

t h e r e  w a s a  t h r e e fo ld  p e r fe ct io n  o f gr a ce  in  t h e  Ble s s e d  

Vir gin . T h e  fir s t  w a s  a  k in d  o f d is p o s it io n , b y w h ich  s h e  

w a s  m a d e  w o r th y  t o  b e  t h e  m o th e r  o f Ch r is t : a n d  t h is  w a s  

t h e p e r fe ct io n  o f h e r  s a n ct ifica t io n . T h e  s e co n d  p e r fe c

t io n  o f gr a ce  in  t h e  Ble ss e d  Vir gin  w a s  t h r o u gh  t h e  p r e s 

e n ce  o f t h e  So n  o f G o d  in ca r n a t e  in  h e r  w o m b . T h e  t h ir d

«  N icholas of St. A lban, Epist. Petr. Cell., 172; PL, CCII, 626-27.

»» Peter de La Celle, op. cit., PL, CCII, 618. 
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w a s  t h e  p e r fe ct io n  o f t h e  e n d  w h ich  s h e  h a s  in  glo r y. T h a t  

t h is s e co n d  p e r fe ct io n  e xce ls t h e fir s t , a n d  t h e  t h ir d  t h e  

s e co n d  a p p e a r s in  t h e  fir s t  p la ce  fr o m  t h e  fa ct  o f h e r  d e 

live r a n ce  fr o m  e vil. F o r  in  h e r  s a n ct ifica t io n  s h e  w a s  fir s t  

d e live r e d  fr o m  o r igin a l s in ; a ft e r w a r d s , in  t h e  co n ce p t io n  

o f t h e  So n  o f G o d , s h e  w a s  e n t ir e ly  cle a n s ed  fr o m  p a s s io n ; 

la s t ly, in  h e r glo r ifica t io n , s h e w a s d e live r e d fr o m  a ll 

a fflict io n  w h a t e ve r . I t  a p p e a r s in  t h e  s e co n d  p la ce  in  h e r  

d is p o s it io n  t o  go o d . F o r  a t fir s t in  h e r  s a n ct ifica t io n  s h e  

r e ce ive d  gr a ce  in clin in g h e r  t o go o d ; in  t h e co n ce p t io n  

o f t h e So n  o f G o d  s h e r e ce ive d  co n s u m m a t e gr a ce  co n 

fir m in g  h e r  in  go o d ; a n d  in  h e r  glo r ifica t io n  h e r  gr a ce  w a s  

fu r th e r  co n s u m m a t e d  s o a s t o  p e r fe ct h e r  in  t h e  e n jo y

m e n t  o f a ll go o d .” 2 4

J o h n  D a m a s ce n e  t a u gh t  t h a t , in  ce r t a in  r e s p ect s , M a r y’s  

s e co n d  s a n ct ifica t io n  b o r e  t h e  ch a r a ct e r  o f u lt im a t e  p e r 

fe ct io n . H e  w r it e s  : “D e a t h  p e r fe ct s  t h e  s a in t s  a n d  s h o w s  

t h e m  t o  b e  b le ss e d  b y  r e n d e r in g  t h e m  s u ch  t h a t  t h e ir  vir 

t u e  is  n o  lo n ge r  s u b je ct  t o  a n y ch a n ge . Bu t  w it h  t h e e  w e  

s h a ll b y n o m e a n s a s s u m e t h is , s in ce n e ith e r  d id  d e a th  

b r in g  t h e e  t h y  b le s s e d n es s  n o r  d id  a  ch a n ge  o f a b o d e  p r o 

cu r e t h e e t h y p e r fe ct io n . F o r  w it h  t h e e t h e b e gin n in g ,  

t h e  m e a n , a n d  t h e  e n d  o f a ll go o d , e ve n  t h y s e cu r it y  a n d  

t r u e  co n fir m a t io n , w a s p la ce d  in  t h a t co n ce p t io n  o f t h e  

s e e d .” 2 S Ye t  t h is  t e x t  t o o  s h o w s  t h a t  h e r  p e r fe ct io n ,  w h ich  

b e ga n  in  h e r  s e co n d  s a n ct ifica t io n , r e fe r s m a in ly t o  h e r  

co n fir m a t io n  in  gr a ce , b u t  d o e s n o t  a t  a ll e xclu d e  t h e  in 

cr e a s e  o f h e r  gr a ce  a n d  m e r it . Acco r d in g ly  t h e  Sch o la s t ics  

h e ld  a s  a  s o r t  o f a xio m  t h a t  t h e  status viae in  M a r y k e p t  

t h e  m e a n  b e t w e e n  Ch r is t  a n d  o u r se lve s t o  t h e  s a m e  e x-

24 St. Thomas, Illa, q. 27, a. 5 ad 2.

26 St. John D am ascene, Or. 1 in dormit.; PG, X CVI, 717. 
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t e n t  a s  d id  t h e  im p o s s ib ilit y  o f h e r  lo s in g  gr a ce  b y s in  go  

h a n d  in  h a n d  w it h  t h e  p o s s ib ilit y o f in cr e a s in g t h is  gr a ce  

t h r o u gh  m e r it .2 8

As  t o  t h e  ca u s e s  o f t h e  a ctu a l in cr e a s e  o f gr a ce  in  M a r y, 

t h is in cr e a s e  w a s e ffe ct e d  ex opere operato a s  w e ll a s ex  

opere operantis. I t ca m e a b o u t ex opere operato, a p a r t  

fr o m  t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f t h e  W o r d , p a r t icu la r ly b y M a r y’s  

p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  t h e  r e ce p t io n  o f t h e  H o ly  G h o s t  o n  P e n te 

co s t , a ls o b y t h e s a cr a m e n t s w h ich  s h e r e ce ive d , m o r e  

e s p e cia lly t h e  H o ly E u ch a r is t . I n  M a r y t h e  e ffe ct  o f t h e  

s a cr a m e n t s w o u ld  b e t h e m o r e p o t e n t b e ca u s e , o n  t h e  

o n e  h a n d , t h e y w e r e  o n ly a  r e n e w a l o f t h e clo s e s t  u n io n  

w it h  Ch r is t , s o le m n ize d  in  H is co n ce p t io n , a n d , o n  t h e  

o t h e r , t h e y w e r e  r e ce ive d  w it h  t h e  m o s t  p e r fe ct  d is p o s i

t io n s . T h a t  M a r y r e ce ive d  t h e  s a cr a m e n t s  is in d u b it a b le  

a s  r e ga r d s  t h e  H o ly  E u ch a r is t ;  a s  t o  b a p t is m , it  is  a t  le a s t  

ve r y  p r o b a b le  a lth o u gh  M a r y  w a s  in  n o  n e e d  o f t h is  s a cr a 

m e n t t o  b e  fr e e d  fr o m  o r igin a l s in . Co n fir m a t io n  s h e  r e 

ce ived , lik e t ir e a p o s t le s , b y t h e vis ib le d e s ce n t o f t h e  

I lo ly G h o s t . Sh e co u ld  n o t  r e ce ive  t h e  r e m a in in g s a cr a 

m e n t s  ex defectu  m ateriae a n d  fin is, a lt h o u gh , u n m in d fu l 

o f h e r s in le s s n e s s , s o m e , e ve n  gr e a t , t h e o lo g ia n s h a ve  

a s o lu t io n  e ve n  r e ga r d in g t h e s a cr a m e n t o f p e n a n ce , 

w h e r e b y t h e y a ve r  t h a t  M a r y co u ld  n e ve r t h e le s s  r e ce ive  

it , a n d  fo r  t h a t  r e a s o n  t h e y w e r e  a t  s o m e p a in s t o  a s ce r 

t a in  w h o  h e r  fa t h e r  co n fe s s o r  w a s .

As  r e ga r d s  t h e  in cr e a s e  o f gr a ce  ex opere operantis, t h a t  

is , t h r o u gh  t h e m e r it o f h e r a ct s o f vir tu e , t h is w a s s o  

gr e a t  a s t o s u r p a s s u n d e r s t a n d in g, o w in g t o t h e e xce p -  

I io n a lly h igh  d e gr e e o f h e r  in it ia l s a n ct ifyin g  gr a ce , t h e

,e Cf. St. A lbert the G reat, Mariale, q. 134; and Suarez, De incam., disp. 8, 

m e. 1.
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a b u n d a n ce  o f h e r  a ctu a l gr a ce , a n d  h e r  u n fa ilin g , e ve r -  

ze a lo u s co o p e r a t io n  d u r in g h e r lo n g life . T o m a k e t h is  

cle a r , m a n y t h e o lo g ia n s , a s a ls o  p r e a ch e r s w h o  a d o p t e d  

t h e ir  vie w s , a t t em p t e d  fo r m a l ca lcu la t io n s —o n ly t o b e  

lo s t  in  t h e  in fin it e —a s  t o  t h e  ge o m e t r ic p r o gr e s s io n  w h ich  

m u s t  h a ve  a t t en d e d  M a r y ’s in cr e a s e  o f gr a ce . T h e y b a s e  

t h e ir  ca lcu la t io n s o n  t h e a xio m , a cco r d in g t o w h ich  t h e  

p r e s e n t  d e gr e e  o f gr a ce  is  d o u b le d  b y e a ch  a ct  in  p r o p e r « 

t io n  t o  it s in t e n s it y, a n d  t h e y t h e n  p r e s u m e t h a t , in  t h e  

ca s e  o f M a r y, e a ch  o f h e r  a ct s  p o s s e s s e d  t h a t  q u a lit y. T h e  

s t r ic t  a p p lica t io n  o f m a th e m a t ica l fo r m u la s  t o  gr a ce  h a s , 

in  ge n e r a l, s o m e th in g fo r ce d  a b o u t  it  a n d  e a s ily le a d s t o  

a b s u r d it ie s . T h is la w in  p a r t icu la r co n ce r n in g t h e in 

cr e a s e  o f gr a ce  is fa r  fr o m  ce r t a in . Su a r e z,2 7 in  h is  Ch r is -  

t o lo gy, t o o k  it  fo r  gr a n t e d , b u t  la t e r  r e je ct e d  it . T h e r e fo r e , 

in  t h e  ca s e  o f M a r y, w e  m u s t  r e s t r ic t  o u r se lve s  s im p ly t o  

a d vo ca t in g a  co n t in u o u s in cr e a s e o f gr a ce .

M a r y ’s O t h e r  G i f t s  o f  G r a c e

T h e s u p r e m e fu lln e s s o f gr a ce w h ich t h e Ch u r ch  

a s cr ib e s t o t h e M o th e r o f G o d im p lie s , in p a r t icu la r , 

s a n ct ifyin g gr a ce  a n d  t h o s e  gr a ce s  e s s e n t ia lly co n n e ct e d  

t h e r e w ith  a n d  a p p e r t a in in g t o  h e r  p e r fe ct io n , s u ch  a s  t h e  

s u p e r n a t u r a l vir t u e s a n d t h e gift s o f t h e H o ly G h o s t . 

M a n y e xp r e s s io n s o f t h e F a th e r s , a n d  p a r t icu la r ly t h e  

a xio m  a d o p t e d  b y t h e  Sch o la s t ics , 2 8 a r e  in  ge n e r a l t o  b e  

u n d e r s t o o d  in  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  a n y p r ivile ge  e ve r  gr a n t e d  t o  

a  s a in t  is d u e  t o  M a r y a ls o . T h is  e xp la n a t io n  d o e s  n o t  a t  

a ll m e a n a ll p r ivilege s w it h o u t d is t in ct io n , b u t u n -

27 Suarez, Comm. Ill, De myst. vitae Chr., disp. 18, sec. 4.

28 See the texts in w hich this axiom appears in former tim es in H urter, 

Opuscula selecta Patrum, II, thesis 156. Cf. D illenscheider, La Mariologie de 

S. Alphonse (Fribourg, 1934), pp. 197-205. 
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d o u b t e d ly  a n d  u n co n d it io n a lly t h o s e  o n ly w h ich  co n ce r n  

I h e p o s s e s s io n , p r a ct ice , a n d  a ll- e m b r a cin g a ct ivit y o f 

..m ct ifyin g gr a ce  a n d  t h e  p e r fect p u r it y a n d  h o lin e s s  o f 

M a r y ’s life  a n d  b e in g . I t  is  a lt o ge t h e r  in a d m is s ib le  t o  e x 

p la in  a n d  u s e t h is r u le in  s u ch  w is e  t h a t , w it h o u t m o r e  

a d o , a n y give n  s u p e r n a tu r a l p r ivile ge  is  a s cr ib e d  t o  M a r y  

r e ga r d le s s o f w h e t h e r  t h e  p o s s e ss io n  o f t h is p r ivile ge is  

fit t in g  fr o m  e ve r y p o in t  o f vie w , p a r t icu la r ly in  r e ga r d  t o  

h e r  s t a t e  o f life  a n d  h e r  s p e cia l p o s it io n  a n d  m is s io n .

W it h o u t  d o u b t , M a r y d id  n o t p o s s e s s  a ll gr a ce s  gratis 

datae w h ich  a r e a s cr ib e d  t o t h e o r d in a r y a n d  e xt r a o r 

d in a r y  in s t r u m e n t s  o f t h e  Ch u r ch , s u ch  a s  t h e  potestas or

dinis et jurisdictionis. O n  t h e o t h e r  h a n d , t h r o u gh  t h e  

d e s ce n t  o f t h e  H o ly  G h o s t  s h e  a cq u ir e d  t h e  gift  o f p r o p h 

e cy d is t r ib u te d  in  s u ch  a b u n d a n t  m e a s u r e  o n  t h a t o cca 

s io n , t h a t  is , t h e  gift  o f p r o p h e t ic  k n o w le d ge , o f m ir a cle s , 

a n d  a ls o o f la n gu a ge s in  a d e gr e e  b e fit t in g h e r  s p e cia l 

o ffice . N e it h e r  m a y t h e  p r ivile ge s  o f t h e  o r ig in a l s t a t e  b e  

a s cr ib e d  t o  h e r . Lik e  Ch r is t , n o t o n ly w a s s h e  s u b je ct t o  

s u ffe r in g a n d  d e a th , b u t n e it h e r  h a d  s h e t o p o s s e s s t h e  

k n o w le d ge o f n a tu r a l t h in gs  in fu s e d  in t o  t h e  fir s t  h u m a n  

co u p le , p a r t icu la r ly Ad a m . T h e r e  is  le s s  r e a s o n  t o  a ccep t  

I  h e  o p in io n  t h a t , in  r e ga r d  t o  t h e  p u r p o r t  a n d  t h e  p u r e ly  

s p ir it u a l n a t u r e  o f k n o w le d ge , M a r y s h o u ld  fr o m  t h e  b e 

gin n in g  b e  co n s id e r e d  o n  a  le ve l w it h  t h e  a n ge ls  b y  s u p e r 

n a tu r a l gr a ce .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , e s p e cia lly in  r e s p e ct  t o  t h e  p e r fe c-  

lio n  o f h e r  k n o w le d ge , t o o lo w  a  s t a n d a r d  m u s t n o t b e  

a p p lie d . I n d ee d , a s t o t h e fu lln e s s o f t r u t h , M a r y’s r e 

s e m b la n ce  t o  Ch r is t  d u r in g h e r  life  ca n n o t  b e  a p p lie d  in  

I h e s a m e w a y a s t o h e r  fu lln e s s o f s a n ct it y. Bu t , u n d e r  

I I n s  a s p e ct  a ls o , n o  p u r e ly  h u m a n  s t a n d a r d  m a y  b e  a p p lie d  
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in  h e r  ca s e  a s  t h e  “Se a t  o f W is d o m ,” t h e  “n e w  a n d  b e t t e r  

E ve ,” a n d  t h e  “Q u e e n  o f An ge ls ,” viz.: in  s o  fa r  a s  t h e r e  

is  a  co r r e la t io n  b e tw e e n  t h e  p e r fe ct io n  o f k n o w le d ge  a n d  

t h e  p o s s e s s io n  a n d  p r a ct ice  o f s a n ct it y. W h a t  ca n  b e  m o r e  

d e fin it e ly e s t a b lis h e d  co n ce r n in g t h is m a t t e r is give n  

b e lo w .

St . Be r n a r d  s a ys  o n ly  t h is :—a n d  t h a t  in  p r o o f o f M a r y’s  

a d va n ce d  h o lin e s s—“T h e r e  is ce r t a in ly n o  r e a l r e a s o n  t o  

s u s p ect t h a t  w h a t , fo r  in s t a n ce , w a s b e s t o w e d  o n  a  fe w  

m o r t a ls  w a s  d e n ie d  t o  a  Vir g in  o f s u ch  e xce lle n ce , t h r o u gh  

w h o m  a ll m o r t a lit y  ca m e  t o  life .” 2 9  I n  m o r e  ge n e r a l t e r m s , 

b u t o n  t h e s a m e o cca s io n  a n d  in  t h e s a m e s e n s e a s St . 

Be r n a r d , w e  fin d  St . T h o m a s ’ e xp la n a t io n : “I t  is  r e a s o n 

a b le t o b e lie ve t h a t s h e w h o b r o u gh t fo r t h  t h e o n ly-  

b e go t t e n  o f t h e  F a th e r , fu ll o f gr a ce  a n d  t r u t h , r e ce ive d ,  

in co m p a r is o n w it h a ll o t h e r s , gr e a te r p r ivile ge s o f 

gr a ce .” 3 0  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , R a yn a u d  d e fin e s t h e  a xio m  

e xp lic it ly a s fo llo w s : “W e  m u s t  n o t d e n y t h e M o t h e r  o f 

G o d  t h e p r ivile ge  o r  gift  p e r t a in in g  t o  s a n ct ifyin g gr a ce  

a n d  co n d u cin g t o  a  gr e a t e r  s a n ct it y o f s o u l a n d  a  m o r e  

p e r fe ct  u n io n  w it h  G o d , w h ich  w e  k n o w  w a s b e s t o w e d  

u p o n  s o m e  s e r va n t  o f G o d .” 3 1 G e r so n  3 2  d e a lt  fir m ly w it h  

a  t o o  in co n s id e r a t e  a p p lica t io n  o f t h e  a xio m , o r  w it h  t h e  

im a gin a r y r u le , t h a t  G o d  gr a n t e d  t o  H is  M o t h e r  a ll p r iv 

ile ge s  w h ich , in  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o th e r , co u ld  b e  o r n a m e n ta l 

t o  h e r . Se e  a ls o  R a yn a u d . I f e ve n  in  r e ga r d  t o  h e r  s a n ct ify

in g  gr a ce , n o t  t h e  a b s o lu t e ly  h igh es t , b u t  o n ly  t h a t  d e gr e e  

fixe d  b y G o d ’s w is d o m  m u s t b e  a s cr ib e d  t o M a r y, t h e n

2’ St. Bernard, Epist. 174, PL, CLX XX II, 334.

30 St. Thom as, Illa, q.27, a. 1 corpus.

31 Théophile Raynaud, Dipst. Mar., Prol., cant. 3.

32 G erson, Epist, de susceptione humanitatis Christi, V eritas 15 ( Opera 

omnia, Paris, 1606, V ol. I, p. 454).
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ce r t a in ly, w it h  s u ch  a n  im a gin a r y r u le , n o th in g ce r t a in ,  

n o t  e ve n  a n yt h in g p r o b a b le , ca n  b e  e s t a b lis h e d  co n ce r n 

in g  a ll o t h e r  p r ivile ges , u n le s s  o t h e r  r e a s o n s  a r e  a d d u ce d .

Clo s e ly b o u n d  u p  w it h  h e r  s a n ct ifyin g gr a ce  a s s u ch  

is M a r y ’s s u p e r n a t u r a l k n o w le d ge  w h ich  is , a t  t h e s a m e  

lim e , t h e  fr u it  o f t h e  e n ligh t e n in g  fo r ce  o f gr a ce  a n d  t h e  

p r in cip le  o f t h e  life  o f h o lin e s s  in  t h e  w ill. So  fa r , t h e r e 

fo r e , a s  t h e  fu lln e s s  o f h o lin e s s  is  co n d it io n e d  b y  t h e  fu ll

n e s s o f t r u th , t h is la t t e r  m u s t  b e  a cce p t e d  a b s o lu t e ly in  

M a r y ’s ca s e—a t le a s t a s p r o b a b le—in  t h a t d e gr e e in  

w h ich  a  p e r fe ct io n  o f t h e  fa cu lt y  o f co gn it io n  s e e m s  t o  fit  

in  w it h  t h e  p e r fe ct io n  o f h e r  o w n  h o ly  life  o r  w it h  t h e  d is 

ch a r ge o f h e r  s p e cia l ca llin g a s M o t h e r  o f G o d . Be fo r e  

a s w e ll a s a ft e r  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n , M a r y u n d o u b te d ly  

h a d  t h e  m o s t  s u b lim e  e n ligh t en m e n t  r e la t ive  t o  G o d  a n d  

d ivin e t h in gs , m o r e d e fin it e ly, t h e F a th e r s s u p p o s e , in  

r e ga r d  t o  h e r  vo w  o f vir g in it y. Aft e r  Ch r is t ’s  a s ce n s io n  s h e  

ce r t a in ly a t t a in e d  figh t s co n ce r n in g h e r  So n , s u ch  a s n o  

o t h e r  s a in t o n  e a r th  h a s e ve r  h a d . F r o m  t h e r e m a r k o f 

St . Lu k e : “An d  t h e y u n d e r s to o d  n o t t h e w o r d  t h a t H e  

s p o k e  t o  t h e m ,” 3 3 it  is  e vid e n t  t h a t  e ve n  in  t h is  r e s p ect  a  

r e la t ive ly im p e r fe ct k n o w le d ge  co u ld  e xis t p r io r  t o t h is  

t im e .

All t h e  m o r e  is  it  p u r e ly a r b it r a r y  t o  a s cr ib e  t o  h e r  fr o m  

I  h e  b e gin n in g, t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f a ll n a tu r a l s cie n ce s , o r  a  

k n o w le d ge  o f a ll t h in gs  s im ila r  t o  t h a t  o f t h e  a n ge ls . T h e s e  

gift s  w e r e  r e q u ir e d  n e ith e r  b y  h e r  d ign ity  n o r  b y  h e r  ca ll

in g , n o r  w a s  h e r  h o lin e s s  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e m . H o w e ve r ,  

a ft e r  Ch r is t ’s  co n ce p t io n  e s p e cia lly, a  lo ft in e s s  o f co n te m 

p la t io n  m u s t  b e  a cco r d e d  h e r  s u ch  a s  fe ll t o  t h e  lo t  o f n o  

o t h e r  s a in t o n  e a r t h . T h is m u ch , a t le a s t , m u s t b e co n -

»’ Luke 2:50.
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ce d e d , t h a t  t h e  h igh e s t  s o r t  o f co n t e m p la t io n , gr a n t e d  t o  

o t h e r  s a in t s  o n ly in  p a s s in g a n d  in  e cs t a s ie s , is in  M a r y’s  

ca s e co n ce ive d  t o b e h e r  h a b it u a l s t a t e ; a n d  t h a t w it h  

r e a s o n , s in ce , lik e  t h e  b e a t ific vis io n  in  t h e  ca s e  o f Ch r is t ,  

it n e it h e r  t o o k a w a y n o r  d id  it p r e s u m e t h e u s e o f t h e  

e xt e r io r s e n s e s a n d , t h e r e fo r e , it co n t in u e d  in  w a k in g  

h o u r s  a s  w e ll a s  d u r in g  s le e p . Su ch  co n t e m p la t io n  is  ve r y  

clo se ly  b o u n d  u p  w it h  h e r  p e r fe ct  cu lt iva t io n  o f h o lin e s s .  

W it h o u t  it , t h e s p ir it u a l r e s e m b la n ce t o Ch r is t a n d  t h e  

a n ge ls , w h ich  m u s t  b e  a cce p t e d  fo r  h e r  e a r th ly  life , w o u ld  

b e  t o o  in s ign ifica n t . H e n ce  e ve n  St . Am b r o s e in  h is  t im e  

s t r e s s e d  t h is  p o in t 8 4 cle a r ly. F o r  s im ila r  r e a s o n s  t h e  o p in 

io n  is  n o t  t o o  im p r o b a b le , n o r  is  it  s o  d a n ge r o u s  a s  s o m e  

w o u ld  h a ve it co n s id e r e d  t h a t , fr o m  t h e w o m b o f h e r  

m o t h e r , o r  e ve n , a s  in  t h e  ca s e  o f o u r  fir s t  p a r en t s  a n d  t h e  

a n ge ls , fr o m  t h e  fir s t  m o m e n t  o f h e r  cr ea t io n , M a r y w a s  

e n d o w e d  s u p e m a tu r a lly w it h  t h e  u s e  o f h e r  in t e lle ct , s o  

t h a t , a s H is b r id e , s h e  m igh t  fr o m  t h e  b e gin n in g o f h e r  

life  e n t e r  in t o  livin g  co m m u n io n  w it h  G o d .

T h o u gh  t h is  o p in io n  h a s  b e e n  e xp lic it ly d e fe n d e d  o n ly  

s in ce  t h e  fo u r t e en t h  ce n t u r y, it s  fir s t  fir m  d e fe n d e r  b e in g  

F r a n cis M a yr o n ,8 5 w h ile St . T h o m a s s t ill p r e fe r r e d  t h e  

o p p o s it e vie w ; n e ve r t h e le s s it h a d  a lr e a d y fo u n d  s o m e  

s u p p o r te r s  a m o n g t h e  F a th e r s  a s  w e ll a s  in  Sa cr e d  Scr ip 

t u r e . F o r  m a n y o f t h e F a th e r s a s cr ib e t h e jo yfu l “le a p 

in g” o f St . J o h n  t h e Ba p t is t in  h is m o t h e r ’s w o m b  t o a  

s u p e r n a tu r a l e n ligh t e n m e n t w h e r e b y h e r e co gn ize d  t h e

84 St. A mbrose, De virginibus, II, 3; PL, X VI, 209: "Cum  quiesceret corpus, 

vigilaret animus, qui frequenter in som nis aut lecta repetit aut som no inter

rupta continuat.”
35 Francis M ayron, O n the attitude of St. Thom as toward this question, see 

J. M aréchal, Etudes sur la psychologie des mystiques, II (Brussels, 1937), 

250-54.
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I > r e s e n ce  o f t h e  Sa vio r ; a n d  o n  t h a t  s u p p o s it io n ,  t h e  gr a n t 

in g o f t h e fa vo r  in  q u e s t io n  t o M a r y is t o b e  p r e s u m e d  

a fortiori. I n  lik e m a n n e r , St . Be r n a r d  3 8 in  h is d a y co n 

clu d e d  fr o m  t h e  s a n ct ifica t io n  o f t h e  Ba p t is t  in  h is  m o t h e r ’s  

w o m b , t h a t t h e s a m e p r ivile ge h a d  b e e n  co n fe r r e d  o n  

M a r y  8 7 a ls o .

I t is  m u ch  m o r e  ce r t a in , r a th e r  it  is  n o t  t o  b e  d o u b te d  

t h a t , a s r e ga r d s  h e r  s p ir itu a l p e r fe ct io n , M a r y p o s s e s s e d  

a ll t h e  p r ivile ge s  w h ich  w o u ld  h a ve  fa lle n  t o  t h e  lo t  o f t h e  

< h ild r e n  b o r n  in  t h e  o r igin a l s t a t e  o f gr a ce . W it h  r e ga r d  

t o (h e  s p ir it u a l d e ve lo p m e n t  o f h e r  k n o w le d ge , s h e  fr o m  

t h e  b e gin n in g  e n jo yed  fr e e d o m  fr o m  a ll d is t u r b in g in flu 

e n ce s  o f s e n s u a lit y a n d  p a s s io n , im m u n it y  fr o m  w h ich  w a s  

a p r ivile ge o f t h e s t a t e o f o r igin a l ju s t ice , w h e r e b y s h e  

r e m a in e d  s e cu r e  a ga in s t a ll e r r o r . F o r  t h e p e r fe ct io n  o f 

h e r  k n o w le d ge , s e e  e s p e cia lly t h e  co n clu s ive a n d , o n  t h e  

w h o le , ve r y m o d e r a t e e xp o s it io n  o f Su a r e z.3 8 St . Alb e r t  

(h e  G r ea t  h a s  a  ve r y  p r o fo u n d  a n d  s u b s t a n t ia l t r e a t is e  o n  

t h e ch a r a ct e r is t ic fo r m  a n d  d e ve lo p m e n t o f t h e life o f 

gr a ce  in  M a r y.3 9

F r o m  M a r y’s s ym p a th e t ic co o p e r a t io n  in  t h e  w o r k o f 

t h e  r e d e m p t io n —s in ce h e r s w a s a  m o r a l co o p e r a t io n  in  

t h e r e d e e m in g s a cr ifice—a n d , in  ge n e r a l, fr o m  t h e fa ct  

t h a t  s h e  p u r s u e d  o n  e a r th , a s  s h e  n o w  d o e s  in  h e a ve n , a n  

a ct ivit y  d ir e ct e d  t o  t h e  s a lva t io n  o f a ll m e n , m o d e r n  t h e 

o lo gia n s w o u ld  co n clu d e  t h a t , lik e  Ch r is t , M a r y h a d  o n  

e a r t h , a s  s h e  n o w  h a s  in  h e a ve n , a n  in t im a t e  k n o w le d ge  o f

”  St. Bernard, Epist. 174; PL, CLXX XII, 333. A lso Eadm erus, Tract, de 

concept. S. Mariae, n. 9; Edition of Thurston, p. 9.

”  O n  this question  see  V asquez, in 3. p. Sum, disp. 120; and Suarez, De inc., 

dlsp. 4, sec. 7.
· ■"* D isp. 19, per totum.

”  St. A lbert the G reat, Mariale, solution  in questions 44-61, after q. 61. 
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a ll t h o se t o  w h o m  t h a t a ct ivit y is e xte n d e d .4 0 T h is is a  

p r o fo u n d  a n d  b e a u t ifu l t h o u gh t , w h ich  in  t h is  fo r m  m a y  

p e r h a p s  a p p e a r  e q u a lly a s  d a r in g  a s  it  is  n o ve l. H o w e ve r ,  

it  is  n o t  o n ly  p r o b a b le  b u t  ce r t a in , if t h e  id e a  t o  b e  co n 

ve ye d  is t h a t b e n e a t h  Ca lva r y’s cr o s s M a r y h a d  n o t a n  

in d e fin it e  a n d  va gu e  id e a  b u t , b y s u p e r n a t u r a l e n ligh t e n 

m e n t , a  p r o fo u n d  a n d  vivid  co n ce p t io n  o f e ve r y h u m a n  

s o u l in vo lve d  in  t ir e gr e a t m ys t e r y o f t h e r e d e m p t io n . 

So m e t h in g s im ila r  t o  t h is  is  a ls o  fo u n d  in  t h e  life  o f m a n y 

o f t h e s a in t s w h o , in  a s p e cia l m a n n e r , w e r e ca lle d  t o  

co o p e r a t e  b y t h e ir  p r a ye r s  a n d  s u ffe r in gs  in  t h e  s a lva t io n  

o f t h e ir  fe llo w  m e n .

40 Pierre Jeanjacquot, S.J., Simples explications sur la coopération de la T. S. 

Vierge à l’œuvre de la rédemption et sur sa qualité de Mère des chrétiens 
(Paris, 1868), pp. 152-55.



CH AP TE R  I I

Mary’s Fullness of Grace Considered 

Negatively1

S
O  LO N G a s M a r y ’s fu lln e s s o f gr a ce is co n s id e r e d  

s im p ly fr o m  it s p o s it ive  p u r p o r t  a n d  e ffe ct s  it  is in 

fe r io r  t o t h a t o f Ch r is t , b e ca u s e M a r y d o e s n o t e xh a u s t  

(h e  e n t ir e  fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce , n o r  d o e s  s h e  fr o m  t h e  b e gin 

n in g  p o s s e s s  t h a t  p le n it u d e  w h ich  w a s  la t e r  t o  b e  a t t a in e d . 

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , M a r y’s  fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce  is  q u it e  s im ila r  

t o  t h a t  o f Ch r is t ’s  h u m a n ity  in  t h is , t h a t  t h e  s u b s t a n ce  o f 

gr a ce  is  a p p r o p r ia t e d  e n t ir e ly a n d  fo r e ve r , t h a t is , in  it s  

e n t ir e  b e in g, e xis t e n ce , a n d  e s s e n ce b y t h e p r in cip le  o f 

gr a ce  w it h  w h ich  it  is  co n n e ct e d ,  w h ich  p r in cip le  is  u n it e d  

t o  t h e  s u b je ct  b y a  “b o d ily  in d w e llin g ,” t h e r e b y  p e n e t r a t 

in g a n d  s u r r o u n d in g it  fr o m  a ll s id e s . I n  t h is r e s p e ct  t h e  

p e r fe ct io n  o f M a r y ’s s t a t e  o f gr a ce  is  b e t t e r  e xp r e s s e d  b y  

t h e e m p h a t ic G r e e k e xp r e s s io n  Κ€ χαρι.τωμ.ενη t h a n  b y t h e  

La t in  gratia plena. T h e G r e e k ve r s io n  e xp r e s s e s m o r e  

cle a r ly h o w  M a r y w a s  s u r r o u n d ed  a n d  p e n e t r a t e d  b y t h e  

ligh t o f gr a ce b e ca u s e o f h e r  b e in g “clo th e d ” w it h  t h e  

“Su n  o f gr a ce ” it s e lf,2 t h e  e ffe ct s  o f w h ich  a r e  a s ce r t a in  

a s t h e y a r e  o b vio u s .

I n  t h e ir  o p e r a t io n , t h e s e  e ffe ct s  a r e  n e ga t ive . F r o m  t h e  

s t a r t t h e y u n co n d it io n a lly p r e clu d e  fr o m  t h e s u b je ct o f

» For literature see chapter 1, note 1.
t A poc. 12:1; see St. Bernard, Sermo s. M issus est, ΙΠ , 2; PL, CLX XX III, 

72.
25
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gr a ce  a ll e vil, fa u lt , s t a in , d e fo r m it y, a n d  co r r u p t io n  co n 

t r a r y t o  it s  m is s io n , t h r o u gh  t h e  a n o in t in g  w it h  u n cr e a t e d  

gr a ce , o r  t h r o u gh  it s b o d ily u n io n  w it h  t h e p r in cip le  o f 

gr a ce .

As  r e ga r d s t h e  e xt e n t , if n o t  t ir e  fo r m  o f t h e s e  e ffe ct s ,  

t h e  s a m e  r u le  h o ld s  go o d  in  t h e  ca s e  o f M a r y a s  in  t h a t  o f 

t h e h u m a n ity o f Ch r is t . W h a t e ve r , b y t h e p o w e r o f 

t h e Lo go s , h a d t o b e u n co n d it io n a lly e xclu d ed fr o m  

Ch r is t ’s  h u m a n  n a t u r e  a s  in co m p a t ib le  w it h  t h e  co n s e cr a 

t io n  a n d  d ign it y o f “t h e  fle s h  o f t h e  W o r d ,” is  a ls o  in co m 

p a t ib le  w it h  t h e  b e in g  o f M a r y  in  h e r  p o s it io n  a s  m o th e r ly  

b r id e  o f t h e Lo go s a n d  o f t h e h u m a n  n a t u r e o f Ch r is t . 

H e n ce , s h e  a ls o  m u s t  b e  e ffe ct u a lly s a fe gu a r d e d  fr o m  a ll 

t h is  b y t h e  p o w e r  o f t h e  Lo go s . T h u s , fr o m  t h e  n e ga t ive  

s id e t h e  o ld  a xio m  is fu lly r e a lize d : “As t h e La m b , s o is  

H is  m o th e r .” 3  T h is , in  it s  t u r n , give s  o n ly  a n o t h e r  ve r s io n  

o f t h e  co m m u n it y  o f b le s se d n e s s  b e t w e e n  M a r y  a n d  Ch r is t  

w h ich  w a s  p r o cla im e d  b y  E liza b e t h  in  t h e  w o r d s  “Ble s s e d  

a r t t h o u  a m o n g w o m e n  a n d  b le s s e d  is t h e fr u it o f t h y  

w o m b .” 4 I n  t h is co n n e ct io n  t h e  F a th e r s  a n d  t h e o lo g ia n s  

r igh t fu lly a n d  t o t h e s a m e e xt e n t a p p ly b o t h  t o Ch r is t ’s  

h u m a n it y a n d  t o  M a r y t h e  s ym b o lica l t yp e s , “a r k o f t h e  

co ve n a n t ,” t h e  “im p e r is h a b le  s e t im  w o o d ,” t h e  “t o w e r  o f 

ivo r y  o f So lo m o n ,” t h e  “clo u d  o f ligh t ,” a n d  a ls o  t h e  s p ir it 

u a l p r o to t yp e , “W is d o m  p r o ce e d in g fr o m  t ir e m o u th  o f 

G o d .”

T h e n e ga t ive s id e o f t h e “fu lln e s s o f gr a ce ” in  M a r y  

co m p r is e s  in  p a r t icu la r  t h e  co m p le t e  p r e s e r va t io n  o r  fr e e 

d o m  fr o m  s in  o r  fr o m  w h a t e ve r  is  s o  co n n e ct e d  t h e r e w it h

8 Çualis Agnus, talis et mater Agni. This axiom  appears in the apologetic 

w riting against St. Bernard ascribed to Peter Comestor, quoted by Le Bache

let, in Diet, de theol. oath., V II, 1017, 1020.

4 Luke 1:42.
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u s  in  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r  t o  m a r  o r  d e fa ce  in  m a n  t h e  im a ge  

o f G o d . Be ca u s e  t h is  “fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce ” e xclu d e s , in  co n 

s e q u e n ce , e ve r y s o r t o f vio la t in g o r  d e s e cr a t in g co r r u p 

t io n , a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  is a  gr a ce  o f p e r fe ct  in t egr it y  

m id  in co r r u p t io n  a n d  e s p e cia lly o f p e r fe ct  p u r it y a n d  in 

n o ce n ce , it  a ffe ct s  m o s t  p r o fo u n d ly  t h e  co n ce p t  o f vir g in 

it y  d u e  t o  t h e  m o t h e r ly  b r id e  o f G o d .

Se co n d ly,  t h e  n e ga t ive  s id e  o f M a r y’s  “fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce ” 

co m p r is e s  a ls o a  p r e s e r va t io n  fr o m  t h o s e e vils t o w h ich  

m a n k in d  b e ca m e s u b je ct t h r o u gh  o r ig in a l s in  a n d  fr o m  

w h ich  it  w a s fr e ed  b y t h e  m e r it s  o f Ch r is t ’s r e d e m p t io n ,  

w it h , o f co u r s e , t h e  o b vio u s  e xcep t io n  o f s u ch  a s  w e r e  n o t  

n e ces s a r ily e xclu d e d  fr o m  Ch r is t ’s h u m a n it y, b u t w e r e  

r a t h e r  a cce p t e d  b y H im  a s  m e a n s  o f r e d em p t io n , s u ch  a s  

p h ys ica l s u ffe r in g a n d  d e a th . Bu t w it h o u t t h e  m e r it s  o f 

Ch r is t ’s r e d em p t io n , M a r y w o u ld  h a ve b e e n  s u b je ct t o  

t h e s e  p e n a lt ie s . H e n ce  h e r  p r e s e r va t io n  fr o m  t h e m  r e s t s  

a ls o  u p o n  a  d e live r a n ce  o r  s a fe gu a r d in g t h r o u gh  t h e  gr a ce  

o f t h e  R e d e e m e r . I n  h e r  ca s e , h o w e ve r , t h is  p r e s e r va t io n  

d id  n o t  t a k e  t h e  fo r m  o f a  la t e r  r e m o va l, b u t  r a th e r  o f a n  

a n t e r io r e xe m p t io n a n d p r e s e r va t io n  b y t h e co m p le t e  

r e s t o r a t io n a n d  t h e u n ch a n ge a b le co n fir m a t io n o f t h e  

in t e gr it y o f t h e  o r ig in a l s t a t e . Acco r d in g  t o  t h e  w o r d s  o f 

St . P e te r  Ch r ys o lo gu s : 6 “All is p r e s e r ve d  in  t h e Vir gin  

w h o  b r o u gh t  fo r t h  t h e  R e d e e m e r  o f a ll m a n k in d ” ; M a r y ’s  

fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce  is , t h e r e fo r e , a  p e r fe ct  gr a ce  o f s a lva t io n  

a n d  r e d e m p t io n . I n  h e r , a s  t h e  fir s t fr u it s  o f t h e  r e d e m p -  

I io n  a n d  t h e  co -a d ju t r ix o f t h e  R e d e e m e r  in  H is  w o r k  o f 

s a lva t io n , a n d  a s t h e s p ir it u a l m o th e r o f a ll r e d e e m e d  

s o u ls , o r  t h e n e w  E ve , t h is gr a ce  m u s t  r e ve a l it s e lf in  a

• St. Peter Chrysologus, Sermo 144, PL, LII, 586, reads: Virgini omnia 

talva, quae omnium genuit Salvatorem.
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u n iq u e , o r  r a th e r , in  a n  id e a l m a n n e r  in  o r d e r  t o  r e p r e 

s e n t , gu a r a n t e e , a n d  co m m u n ica t e  t h e  e ffe ct s o f t h e  r e 

d e m p t io n  t o  a ll o t h e r s .

Acco r d in g t o t h e co n ce p t io n  o f Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e a n d  

o f t h e  Ch u r ch , t h e  d e live r a n ce  o f m a n k in d  fr o m  t h e  w o e 

fu l e ffe ct s  o f t lie  fir s t  s in  is a ls o  a  vict o r y o ve r  t h e  p o w e r  

o f s in  a n d  t h e d e vil w h o , b y s in , r u le s  m a n k in d . I n  lik e  

m a n n e r , M a r y’s  p r e s e r va t io n  t h r o u gh  t h e  p o w e r  o f Ch r is t  

fr o m  a ll t h e s e e vil e ffe ct s m u s t b e r e ga r d e d  a s a co m 

p le t e a n d  a ll- e m b r a cin g  victo r y o ve r  s in  a n d  t h e d e vil;  

a n d  t h is vict o r y, b y h e r fu lln e s s o f gr a ce , M a r y ga in s  

t h r o u gh  Ch r is t , a n d  Ch r is t  in  M a r y, a n d  b y it  M a r y b e 

co m e s Ch r is t ’s m o s t b e a u t ifu l a n d s p le n d id  t r o p h y o f 

victo r y. F r o m  d iis p o in t  o f vie w , t h e  p r ivile ge s r e fe r r e d  

t o a r e co n t a in e d  in  t h e p r o m is e o f t h e p r o t e va n ge liu m ,  

a cco r d in g t o w h ich  w o m a n  s h o u ld  s h a r e w it h  h e r  s e e d  

t h e  in d o m it a b le  a n d  vict o r io u s  e n m ity a ga in s t  t h e  d e vil.

F in a lly, a ll t h e s e  co n s id e r a t io n s  in d ica t e  a n d , in  t u r n , 

ga t h e r  fo r ce  fr o m  t h e  fa ct  t h a t  M a r y’s  “fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce ,” 

co n s id e r e d  n e ga t ive ly, is t h e m o d e l a n d  p le d ge o f t h e  

fit t in g  s u p e r n a t u r a l e q u ip m e n t  a n d  d o w r y o f t h e  Ch u r ch ,  

e s p e cia lly  o f h e r  in fa llib ilit y a n d  im p e r is h a b le n e s s . Lik e 

w is e , t h e s e p r ivile ge s a r e co n s id e r e d  a n d  ch a r a ct e r ize d  

a s  a  vir g in a l p u r it y a n d  a  vict o r io u s  in vin cib ilit y o p p o s e d  

t o  t h e  p o w e r s o f h e ll.

I n  t h e s e n s e o f t h e p r in cip le s a n d  co n s id e r a t io n s a s  

h e r e fo r m u la t e d , t h e Ch u r ch  a s cr ib e s t o t h e M o t h e r  o f 

G o d , in  co n t r a s t t o t h e r e s t o f m a n k in d , t h r e e d e fin it e  

p r ivile ge s :

1. Co m p le t e  a n d  p e r p e t u a l fr e e d o m  fr o m  o r ig in a l s in , 

b e ca u s e  o f t h e  s a n ct ifyin g gr a ce  gr a n t e d  t o  M a r y in  h e r  

ve r y co n ce p t io n ;
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2 . F r ee d o m  fr o m  a ll t h e  e ffect s o f o r ig in a l s in  w h ich , 

I n  o n e  w a y o r  a n o t h e r , b e lo n g  t o  t h e  m o r a l d o m a in , i.e .,  

fr o m  a ll in clin a t io n  t o s in , a n d  in  ge n e r a l, fr o m  a ll ir 

r e gu la r ity co n n ect e d  in  t h e s o u l w it h  t h e  p o s it ive  s a fe 

gu a r d in g a ga in s t e a ch , e ve n  t h e s m a lle s t , p e r s o n a l s in ;

3 . F r e e d o m  fr o m  t h e  r e ign  o f d e a th , in  s o  fa r  a s t h e  

la t t e r  is a  co n s e q u en ce o f o r igin a l s in  a n d  t h e ca u s e o f 

I lie d e co m p o s it io n  o f t h e  b o d y; t h is  fr e e d o m  e n s u r e s  t h e  

a n t ic ip a t e d  r e s u r r e ct io n  a n d  glo r ifica t io n  o f t h e  b o d y.

F ir s t , t h e s e  t h r e e  p r ivile ge s  d e fin e  t h e  e xt en t  o f M a r y’s  

p i a ce  in  h e r  e n t ir e  b e in g , i.e ., in  h e r  s p ir it , h e r  s o u l, a n d  

h e r  b o d y (“t h e  b le s s in g  fr o m  h e a d  t o  fo o t ,” a s  t h e  F a t h e r s  

e xp r e s s  it ) , a n d  a ls o  in  h e r  e n t ir e  e xis t e n ce , in  t h e  b e gin 

n in g, t h e co u r s e  a n d  t h e  e n d  o f h e r  life  o n  e a r t h .

Se co n d ly, t h e y r e fle ct in  a s p e cia l m a n n e r t h e t h r e e  

p r ivile ge s o f M a r y ’s m o t h e r h o o d : t h e co n ce p t io n , t h e  

in d w e llin g , a n d  t h e  b ir t h  o f “t h e  ca u s e  o f gr a ce ,” a n d  a ls o  

t h e  t h r e e  fo r m s  o f M a r y’s  r e la t io n s h ip  t o  G o d : a s  d a u gh -  

I cr , b r id e , a n d  t e m p le . T h u s  t h e y  a n s w er  t o  t h e  t h r e e  p a r t s  

in  t h e s a lu t a t io n  o f t h e a n ge l: “fu ll o f gr a ce ,” t h e Lo r d  

is w it h  t h e e ,” “b le ss e d  a r e  t h o u  a m o n g  w o m e n .” 0

F in a lly, t h e y co n t a in  t h e  t o t a l e xclu s io n  o f t h e  d e fa ce 

m e n t o f t h e d ivin e im a ge , e ffe ct e d  in  h u m a n  n a tu r e  b y  

I h e fir s t s in , o f t h e “s e e d  o f t h e s e r p e n t ” a s G r e go r y o f 

N ys s a  7 ca lls  it . As  “s e e d  o f t h e  s e r p en t ,” t h is  d e fa ce m e n t  

m a y b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  u n d e r  t h e figu r e  o f t h e s e r p e n t  in 

s in u a t in g  it s e lf in to  h u m a n  n a tu r e . Acco r d in g  t o  G r e go r y  

o f N ys s a t h e d is figu r e m e n t o f s p ir it is s ym b o lize d  b y

" Gratia plena, Dominus tecum, benedicta tu in mulieribus. The w ords, 

benedicta tu, etc., are not found in the best and m ost ancient G reek m anu

scripts in the greeting of the angel, but in the salutation of Elizabeth (verse 

42).

’ St. G regory of N yssa, Or. catech., c.8; PG, X LV, 33, seed of the serpent. 
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t h e  h e a d , t h a t  o f t h e  s o u l b y t h e  b o d y, t h a t o f t h e  b o d y  

b y t h e  t a il o f t h e  s e r p e n t , a n d  in  t h is w a y t h e  p r ivile ge s  

in  q u e s t io n  r e p r e s e n t t h e co m p le t e a n d o r ig in a l in a c

ce s s ib ilit y  o f t h e  n e w  E ve  t o  t h e  s e r p e n t  o f s in .

I n  t h e  fo llo w in g  ch a p t e r s  t h e s e  t h r e e  p r ivile ge s  w ill b e  

s e p a r a t e ly p r o ve d , d e fe n d e d , a n d  e xp la in e d , a n d  a t t h e  

s a m e  t im e , t h e  n e ce ss a r y  p r in cip le s  a n d  o b s e r va t io n s  w ill 

b e  e lu cid a t ed  m o r e  co m p le t e ly.

O n  a cco u n t o f M a r y’s fr e e d o m  fr o m  a ctu a l s in , St . 

T h o m a s  8 r e d u ce s t o  t h r e e  p o in t s  o f vie w  t h e  r e a s o n s  fo r  

t h e  p r ivile ge s  r e fe r r e d  t o  in  t h e  d ivin e  m o t h e r h o o d , w h ich  

h e  a r r a n ge s  in  a n  a s ce n d in g o r d e r , o r  r a t h e r  in  a n  o r d e r  

le a d in g fr o m  t h e  o u t s id e  in w a r d :

1. T h e r e la t io n  o f t h e m o t h e r  t o t h e ch ild , o r t o t h e  

So n  a s h e r  b o d ily fr u it , in  s o  fa r  a s t h e  m o t h e r  m u s t  b e  

h o n o r e d  b y t h e  So n  a n d  t h e  h o n o r  o f t h e  la t t e r  w a s co n 

d it io n e d  b y t h a t  o f t h e m o t h e r ;

2 . M a r y ’s a ffin it y t o Ch r is t , w h e r e b y s h e w a s u n it e d  

w it h  H im  a s w it h  h e r  s p ir it u a l h e a d ;

3 . M a r y’s r e la t io n  t o t h e G o d h ea d , d w e llin g b o d ily  

w it h in  h e r , w h e r eb y s h e  is  u n it e d  w it h  t h e  G o d h e a d  in  a  

m a n n e r  a n a lo go u s  t o  t h a t  o f t h e  b o d y w it h  t h e  s p ir it .

I n  t h e s e n s e h e r e given , t h e s e p o in t s o f vie w  co n cu r  

w it h  t h o s e  w h ich  h a ve  b e e n  e lu cid a t e d  p r e vio u s ly. T h e r e  

is  a  d e fic ie n cy in  St . T h o m a s ’ d e fin it io n  a n d  u s e  o f M a r y’s  

fr e e d o m  fr o m  a ct u a l s in . H e  d o e s  n o t  t r a ce  t h e  la s t  p o in t  

o f vie w  t o  M a r y’s s p ir it u a l m a r r ia ge  a n d  u n io n  w it h  t h e  

Lo go s  w h ich , a n t e d a t in g t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f Ch r is t , ca m e  

a b o u t in  a n d  w it h  M a r y’s o w n  co n ce p t io n . I n  t h is lie s  

t h e r e a s o n  w h y t h e  a p p lica t io n  o f t h is a s p e ct  t o M a r y’s  

e n t ir e p a s t , e s p e cia lly t o  h e r  co n ce p t io n , is d e ficie n t . I n

8 St. Thomas, Illa, q. 27, a. 4  corpus.
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t h is co n n e ct io n  t h e  fir s t  t w o  p o in t s  o f vie w  a r e  n o t  m a in -  

liiin cd  b y St . T h o m a s  w it h  t h e  k e e n n e s s  in fe r r in g M a r y ’s  

I m m a cu la t e Co n ce p t io n . Co n s id e r in g Ch r is t  a s  h e r  b o d 

ily fr u it a n d  s p ir it u a l h e a d , h e ye t d o e s n o t r e p r e s e n t  

M  ir y a cco r d in g t o h e r e n t ir e e xis t e n ce a n d  e s s e n ce a s  

inchoatio Christi a n d  com plem entum Christi.

T o u ch in g t h e q u e s t io n  o f M a r y’s I m m a cu la t e Co n 

ce p t io n  e s p e cia lly, a s  w e ll a s  h e r  b o d ily a s s u m p t io n  in t o  

L  a ve n , r e a s o n s in n u m e r a b le h a ve b e e n  a d va n ce d in  

im p p o r t  o f t h e s e  p r ivile ge s . H o w e ve r , t h e y a r e  b u t  va r ia 

t io n s o f t ir e t h r e e r e a s o n s o f St . T h o m a s ; e .g ., w h e n , in  

h e r r e la t io n s h ip  a s M o th e r  o f G o d , M a r y is co n s id e r e d  

n o w  a s d a u gh t e r , n o w  a s b r id e , n o w  a s t e m p le ; in  r e la -  

I io n  t o  Ch r is t , n o w  a s  r o o t , n o w  a s  m e m b e r , n o w  a s  b r id a l 

ch a m b e r ; a n d  a ga in , w h e n  n o w  G o d ’s  h o n o r , n o w  M a r y ’s  

o w n  h o n o r is in vo lve d .

T h e s e r e a s o n s d e r ive t h e ir r e a l b r e a d th  o f m e a n in g  

o n ly fr o m  t h e p o s it io n  o f t h e m o t h e r o f G o d  t o w a r d s  

cr e a tu r e s  a s  m is t r e s s  a n d  a s  m o th e r  o f gr a ce , a n d  b y h e r  

vo ca t io n  o f clo s e s t  co o p e r a t io n  in  t h e  r e d e m p t io n  o f m a n 

k in d  a n d  in  t h e  vict o r y o ve r  t h e  d e vil. I n  t h e  m e a n t im e ,  

t h is  d o u b le  gr o u p  o f r e a s o n s  is  e lu cid a t e d  m o r e  e ffe ct ive ly  

b y t h e in n e r  a n a lo gy o f t h e a fo r e s a id  p r ivile ge s t o t in e  

m ir a cu lo u s  p r e se r va t io n  o f M a r y ’s  b o d ily vir g in it y w h ich  

t h e s e  s a m e  r e a s o n s  d e m a n d . An d , vice  ve r s a , t h is  a n a lo gy  

in  co n n e ct io n  w it h  t h e s e  r e a s o n s a t t a in s  t h e  ch a r a ct e r  o f 

a  w e igh t y  a r gu m e n t .



CH AP TE R I I I

Mary’s Freedom from Original Sin

Th e  D o g m a  1

I
T H AS n e ve r  b e e n  q u e s t io n e d  t h a t in  M a r y, a s d is 

t in gu is h e d  fr o m  o t h e r  h u m a n  b e in gs , a n  a n t ic ip a t e d  

s a n ct ifica t io n  in  o n e fo r m  o r a n o t h e r t o o k p la ce . T h e  

G o s p e l n a r r a t ive  o f t h e  s a n ct ifica t io n  o f J o h n  t h e  Ba p t is t 2

1 For literature see A lexander H alensis, Summa, Part III, q.9. Comm en

taries on Lom bardus, 3 Sept., dist. 3 of St. Bonaventure, St. Thom as, Scotus, 

and D ionysius the Carthusian; St. Thomas, Illa, q.27, a. 1, 2; also Cajetan, 

Porrecta, M edina, G regory of V alencia, V asquez, and Suarez; Bened. Plaz- 

zam , Causa immaculatae conceptionis ss. Matris Dei Mariae, Palerm o, 1747; 

Perrone, De immac. B.V. Mariae conceptione, Rom e, 1847; Passaglia, De 
immac. cone., Rome, 1854; M alon, L’immaculée conception, Lyons, 1880. 

M any texts from the Fathers are found in H urter, theol. dogm. comp., V ol. 

II, theses 156  f. See also X . Le Bachelet, art. “Imm aculée Conception,” in  

Diet, de théol. cath., V II, 845-1218 (with the cooperation of M . Jugie for 

the Eastern Churches).

2 Som e theologians and m any of the Fathers add the follow ing to the text 

of Jerem ias (1:5): “Before thou earnest forth out of the w omb, I sanctified  

thee,” a sim ilar privilege for the prophet. But the explanation of these w ords 

is the less necessary since it is hard  to see w hy a special reason for such a priv

ilege w ould be present in Jeremias’ case. The nature of things seem s rather 
to demand that this privilege exists only for such persons as, like M ary and  

John the Baptist— at m ost also for St. Joseph— stood in the closest relation

ship w ith Christ. W hen som e theologians, including St. A lbert the G reat, 

w ish to find such a relationship also for Jerem ias, because of the fact that he  

so clearly pointed to Christ in nis prophecy, “a w oman shall compass a m an” 

(31:22), this seem s to be w rong for this reason, if for no other, that the 

prophecy of Isaias is still clearer and m ore im pressive. W e could point out 
w ith St. Thomas, that Jeremias in his person m ust be an entirely special pro
totype of the suffering Christ. But even this reason is not of such a nature 

that no equally  forceful reasons could be given for other persons, e.g., M oses.
See also Condam in, Jérémie fut-Ü sanctifié avant sa naissance? in Rech. de 

Sc. relig., III (1912), 446. The answer is that the sanctification of Jeremias 
is nothing  else than his election  to the office of prophet. Buzy, Saint Jean Bap
tiste, Paris, 1922, accepts this explanation for Jeremias (p. 95), not for John  

the Baptist (pp. 64-83).
32
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I n h is m o t h e r ’s w o m b  is fo r ce d  t o a s cr ib e a fortiori t o

I I k · m o t h e r  o f Ch r is t  a  s a n ct ifica t io n  w h ich  a t  le a s t  p r e -  

n d cd  h e r b ir t h  o r h e r e gr e s s fr o m  t h e w o m b o f h e r  

m o t h e r .

11 is  w e ll k n o w n  t h a t  a ft e r  t h e  t w e lft h  ce n t u r y it  w a s  a  

co n s t a n t  p o in t  o f co n t r o ve r sy  w h e th e r  M a r y’s s a n ct ifica 

t io n  w a s  m e r e ly a n  a n t ic ip a t e d  o n e , a n a lo go u s  t o  t h a t  o f 

| o h n  t h e  Ba p t is t , o r  w h e t h e r  t h is  p r ivile ge  m u s t  b e  co n -  

e e d e d  t o  t h e  fir s t  m o m e n t  o f h e r  e xis t e n ce , t h a t  is , t o  h e r  

co n ce p t io n . I n  t h e e xis t in g o r d e r  o f t h in gs , a p a r t fr o m  

t h e  s t a t e  o f h o lin e ss , w e  fin d  o n ly t h e  s t a t e  o f s in . As  in  

t h e fa lle n  h u m a n  r a ce  a ll n a tu r a l d e s ce n d a n t s o f Ad a m , 

b e ca u s e o f t h e ir  lin e a ge , a r e s u b je ct t o  o r igin a l s in , t h e

I I n e s t io n  a s t o  M a r y’s fir s t s a n ct ifica t io n  is id e n t ica l w it h  

t h is o t h e r : W a s M a r y, lik e o t h e r  h u m a n s , s u b s e q u e n t ly  

I r e e d fr o m  t h e s t a in a lr e a d y co n t r a ct e d , o r w a s s h e  

s h ie ld e d  a ga in s t  t h is s t a in  fr o m  h e r  ve r y co n ce p t io n ? I n  

t h is  r e s p e ct  t h e  q u e s t io n  co n ce r n in g  M a r y ’s  o r igin a l s a n c

t ifica t io n  a s s u m e s  a  ve r y s p e cia l s ign ifica n ce . Bu t  h e r e  a t  

t h e s a m e  t im e t h e r e  r e s u lt e d  a  s p e cia l d ifficu lt y, s o t h a t  

t h e co n t r o ve r s y w a s n o t m e r e ly a b o u t t h e “h o ly,” b u t  

a b o u t  t h e “im m a cu la t e” co n ce p t io n .

Aft e r  t h e d e cis ive  p o in t o f t h e co n t r o ve r sy h a d  fo r  a  

lo n g t im e  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  b y m a n y e ccle s ia s t ica l m e m o -  

u in d a , P iu s I X s o le m n ly d e fin e d  in  t h e b u ll Ineffabilis 

providentia t h a t , a s co n ce r n e d  M a r y ’s co n ce p t io n , t h is  

fr e e d o m  fr o m  t h e  s t a in  o f o r ig in a l s in  is a  r e ve a le d  a n d  

< 'a t h o lic  t r u t h . T h e  fo r m u la  o f t h e  d e fin it io n  r e a d s : “W e  

d e fin e t h a t G o d  h a s r e ve a le d  t h e d o ct r in e  h o ld in g t h a t , 

I r o m  t h e  fir s t  in s t a n t  o f h e r  co n ce p t io n , t h e  m o s t  b le s s e d  

Vir gin  M a r y w a s p r e s e r ved  im m u n e fr o m  a ll s t a in  o f 

o r igin a l s in  b y  a  s in gu la r  gr a ce  a n d  p r ivile ge  o f Alm igh ty  
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G o d , b y a n  in t u it ive co gn it io n  o f t h e m e r it s o f J e s u s  

Ch r is t , t h e Sa vio u r  o f t h e  h u m a n  r a ce .” 3

As  e a r ly a s 14 3 9  t h e Co u n cil o f Ba s e l h a d  ve n t u r e d  a  

d e fin it io n  in  t ir e  s a m e  s e n s e . T h is  d e fin it io n ,  h o w e ve r ,  w a s  

in va lid , fo r  t h e co u n cil w a s s ch is m a t ic a n d  n o s a n ct io n  

o f t h e  d e fin it io n  fo llo w e d  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f t h e  p o p e . I n  vie w  

o f t h e co n te m p o r a r y s t a t e  o f t h e q u e s t io n , t h a t  d e cis io n  

w a s r a th e r p r e m a tu r e a n d  w a s e n t ir e ly d is cr e d it ed  b y  

o t h e r  a u d a cio u s  s t e p s o f t h e co u n cil. T h e  p o p e s  a n d  t h e  

Co u n cil o f T r e n t  p r o ce e d e d  m u ch  m o r e  p r u d e n t ly. Sixt u s  

I V  w e n t  n o  fa r t h e r  t h a n  t o  fo r b id  a ll ce n s u r e  o f t h e  b e lie f 

in  t h e  I m m a cu la t e  Co n ce p t io n , w h ile  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  h e  

fo r b a d e  m a k in g t h e  d e n ia l o f it  a  h e r e s y. H e  co n d e m n e d  

a ls o  t h e  a s s e r t io n  t h a t , o n  t h e  fe a s t  o f t h e  Co n ce p t io n , t h e  

R o m a n  Ch u r ch  ce le b r a t e d  o n ly in  ge n e r a l t h e “s p ir it u a l 

co n ce p t io n  a n d  s a n ct ifica t io n  o f t h e s a m e  Vir g in .” 4 T h e  

Co u n cil o f T r e n t , a t  w h ich  t h e  q u e s t io n  ca m e  u p  fo r  s e r i

o u s d is cu s s io n , lim it e d  it s e lf t o d e cla r in g , in  it s d e cr e e  

r e ga r d in g  o r igin a l s in : “I t  is  n o t  t h e  in t en t io n  o f t h e  Co u n 

cil t o in clu d e in  t h is d e cr e e co n ce r n in g o r ig in a l s in  t h e  

b le s s e d  a n d  im m a cu la t e  Vir gin  M a r y M o t h e r  o f G o d , fo r  

t h e co n s t it u t io n s o f P o p e Sixtu s I V o f b le s s e d  m e m o r y  

a r e  t o  b e  o b s e r ve d .” 5

P iu s  V co n d em n e d  a  t h e s is  o f Ba iu s  in  w h ich  t h e I m 

m a cu la t e Co n ce p t io n  w a s d e n ie d  a p o d ict ica lly a n d , o n  

t h e s t r e n gt h  o f w h ich  d e n ia l, a ll M a r y’s s u ffe r in gs  w e r e  

d e cla r e d  t o b e  “p u n is h m e n t s  o f o r igin a l s in .” 6 By a  d e 

cr e e  o f t h e  I n q u is it io n , 16 17, P a u l V fo r b a d e  a n y p u b lic

8 D enzinger, Ench. Symb., no. 1641.

4 Sixtus IV, Const. “Grave nimis," 1483; D enz., no. 735. See Roskovany, 

op. cit., I, 122-26; Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1120-24.

5 D enz., no. 792. See Le Bachelet, 1166—69.

• D enz., no. 1073. See Le Bachelet, 1169  f. 
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d e fe n s e  o f t h e t h e s is , “t h a t  M a r y w a s co n ce ive d  in  o r ig«  

I n a l s in .” 7 Lik e w is e b y d e cr e e  o f t h e I n q u is it io n , 16 2 2 , 

G r ego r y X V e xt e n d e d t h is p r o h ib it io n  t o w r it in gs a n d  

le <  11 ir e s  o f a  p r iva t e  n a tu r e , “w it h  t h e  e xce p t io n  o f t h o s e  

p e r s o n s t o  w h o m  t h is s h a ll h a ve  b e e n  e s p e cia lly gr a n t e d  

b y t h e H o ly a n d  Ap o s t o lic Se e .” 8 T h e  D o m in ica n s  w e r e  

lu  ie  r e fe r r e d  t o ; t h e y w e r e  p e r m it t ed  t o  d is cu s s  t h e  t h e s is  

u n Kin g t h e m s e lve s , b u t n o t in  t h e p r e s e n ce o f o t h e r s .  

I ' in a lly, Ale xa n d e r  VI I d e cla r e d  in  h is fa m o u s b u ll Sol

licitudo om nium  ecclesiarum  (16 6 1) : “t h e d e vo t io n  t o  

11> < · B. V. M a r y is in d e e d  o f lo n g  s t a n d in g  a m o n g  t h e  fo l

lo w e r s  o f Ch r is t  w h o  fe e l t h a t  h e r  s o u l, fr o m  t h e  fir s t in 

s t a n t o f it s cr ea t io n  a n d in fu s io n  in t o h e r b o d y, w a s  

p r e s e r ve d  im m u n e  fr o m  t h e  s t a in  o f o r igin a l s in  b y  a  s p e 

ci.  il gr a ce  a n d  p r ivile ge  o f G o d , b y a n  in t u it ive  co gn it io n  

i> l t h e m e r it s o f h e r  So n , J e s u s Ch r is t , t h e R e d e em e r  o f 

t h e h u m a n  r a ce , a n d  w h o , in  t h is s e n s e , e s t e e m  a n d  s o l

e m n ly ce le b r a t e t h e fe s t ivit y o f h e r co n ce p t io n .” 9 Ac 

co r d in g t o  t h is  d e cla r a t io n  M a r y ’s s a n ct ifica t io n  fr o m  t h e  

fir s t m o m e n t o f h e r  e xis t e n ce w a s a u t h o r it a t ive ly d e t e r 

m in e d  a s  t h e  o b je ct  o f t h e  fe a s t , t h e  o b s e r va n ce  o f w h ich  

h a d  n o w  b e co m e  w id e -s p r e a d  in  t h e  Ch u r ch  a n d  w a s  e ve n  

ge n e r a lly p r e s cr ib e d . By t h e s a m e d e cr e e t h e lit u r g ica l 

t e s t im o n y o f t h e u n ive r s a l Ch u r ch  w a s e n s u r e d ; in  fa ct ,  

t h is  t e s t im o n y  h a d  a lr e a d y  b e e n  cle a r ly  give n  b y  t h e  o ffice  

o f t h e fe a s t a n d , fo r  t h e R o m a n  Ch u r ch  in  p a r t icu la r , it  

h a d  a lr ea d y b e e n  fixe d  b y Sixt u s  I V.10  Be s id e s , s in ce  t h e  

co n vict io n  o f t h e t r u th  o f t h is a r t ic le h a d t a k e n  e ve r

’ K oskovany, op. cit., II, 5-7; Le Bachelet, 1172.

' K oskovany, op. cit., pp. 348  f.; Le Bachelet, 1173.

» D enz., no. 1100; Roskovany, op. cit., pp. 381-84; Le Bachelet, 1173-76.

10 Sixtus IV, Const. Cum praeexcelsa, A pril 29, 1476, approved of tire 

nllicc, drawn up by the friar, Leonardus of N ogarole, in w hich the present 

collect appears.
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d e e p e r  r o o t a n d  a ll r e q u is it e  e le m e n t s  w e r e  a b u n d a n t ly  

a n d  e m p h a t ica lly p r e s e n t , t h e d o ct r in e in  t h o s e la t t e r  

ye a r s a p p e a r e d  s o co m p le t e ly s u p p o r t e d  b y t e s t im o n ie s  

o f t h e  livin g  t r a d it io n  t h a t , o n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f t h e s e  a lo n e ,  

t h e  d e fin it io n  co u ld  fo llo w .

I t  ca n n o t  b e  p o s it ive ly a s s e r t e d , a s  is s o m e t im e s  d o n e , 

t h a t  “t h e  fe a s t  o f M a r y’s  co n ce p t io n ,” o r ig in a lly s o  ca lle d , 

h a d  fo r it s s p e cific o b je ct t h e I m m a cu la t e Co n ce p t io n . 

F o r in  t h e a n cie n t Ch u r ch , p r io r t o t h e ce le b r a t io n  o f 

M a r y’s co n ce p t io n , t h e G r e e k s a n d , in  ce r t a in  lo ca lit ie s  

p a r t icu la r ly in  N a p le s  a n d  R a ve n n a , t h e La t in s a s w e ll, 

ce le b r a t e d “t h e co n ce p t io n  o f Ch r is t ’s P r e cu r s o r ,” in  

w h o s e  ca s e a ls o t h e r e n e ith e r  w a s n o r  co u ld  t h e r e b e  a  

q u e s t io n  o f a  s a n ct ifica t io n  o f h is co n ce p t io n . F r o m  t h e . 

h o m ilie s o f St . P e t e r Ch r ys o lo gu s  11 it a p p ea r s t h a t o n  

t h is d a y t h e y co m m em o r a t e d t h e m ir a cle s p r e ce d in g,  

a cco m p a n yin g , a n d  fo llo w in g  t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f St . J o h n , 

t o  w h ich  m ir a cle s  h is  s a n ct ifica t io n  in  h is  m o t h e r ’s  w o m b  

p e r t a in e d .12

I n  t h e  M id d le  Age s  a  m u ch  b r o a d e r  p u r p o r t  w a s  give n  

t h e  fe a s t  o f M a r y’s  co n ce p t io n  w h ich  w a s  e xt e n d e d  in  a n  

a n a lo go u s  m a n n e r . M a r y’s  o r igin  in  h e r  b o d ily  co n ce p t io n , 

o ccu r r in g o n  t h a t  s p e cia l d a y o f t h e  ca le n d a r , w a s  t a k e n  

a s t h e  o b je ct  o f t h e  fe a s t  in  t h e fo llo w in g w a y: t h is fir s t  

b e gin n in g o f t h e e xis t e n ce o f t ir e m o t h e r  o f t h e Sa vio r  

w a s  a  h a p p y e ve n t  fo r  w h ich  G o d  m u s t  b e  t h a n k e d ; t o 

ge th e r w it h  M a r y’s s a n ct ifica t io n , w h ich  t o o k p la ce in  

h e r  m o t h e r ’s w o m b  a n d  t h e m o m e n t o f w h ich  w a s n o t  

k n o w n , it  in t r o d u ce d  t h e  b ir t h  o f t h e  M o t h e r  o f G o d  a n d

11 St. Peter Chrysologus, Serm. 86-92 de annuntiatione et conceptione Jo. 

Bapt.; PL, LII, 441-60.

12 M alou, op. cit., chap. 6.
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I h e r e b y a ls o  t h e  p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n  a n d  

b ir th .

Ί  h is w a s t h e  vie w  n o t o n ly o f m a n y o p p o n en t s o f t h e  

d o ct r in e o f M a r y’s s a n ct ifica t io n  in  t h e fir s t m o m e n t  o f 

li< i e xis t e n ce , w h o s o u gh t t h e r eb y t o ju s t ify o r e xcu se  

I h e fa ct  o f t h e fe a s t ,13 b u t it  w a s h e ld  a ls o b y s o m e o f 

t h e a d vo ca t e s o f t h e fe a s t a n d  o f t h e d o ct r in e , w h o , a t  

le a s t in  t h e b e gin n in g, w e r e o f t h e s a m e o p in io n . F o r , 

u s o b je ct o f t h e fe a s t t h e y in d ica t e : M a r y’s co n ce p t io n  

i i  i  id  cr ea t io n , o r  a ls o  h e r  b o d ily  o r  h u m a n  co n ce p t io n ,  a n d  

I u  i s p ir it u a l co n ce p t io n . I t is fo u n d  t h u s in  t h e d o cu 

m e n t r e la t ive  t o t h e fe a s t  a s cr ib e d  t o St . An s e lm .14 Bu t  

Ve r y s o o n  t h e s e  la t t e r  a b a n d o n e d  t h e ir  t h e o r y. E ve n  t h e  

a b o ve -m e n t io n e d  d o cu m e n t co m e s r o u n d in t h e e n d . 

F r o m  t h a t  t im e  t h e y lim it e d  t h e  o b je ct  o f t h e  fe a s t  t o  t h e  

s a n ct ifie d  co n ce p t io n  w h ich  t o o k  p la ce  in  t h e  cr e a t io n  o f 

I lie  s o u l it s e lf a n d  w h ich , in  vir t u e  o f t h e  s a n ct ifica t io n  o f 

I lie s o u l, w a s co u p le d  w it h  it s cr e a t io n . H o w e ve r , t h e  

< ip p o n e n t s  o f t h e  d o ct r in e  m a in ta in e d  t h e ir  p o in t  o f vie w .  

Acco r d in g t o  t h e m  t h e  s a n ct ifica t io n  o n ly, a p a r t  fr o m  t h e  

co n ce p t io n  o f t h e  Vir g in  co n ce ive d  o n  t h a t  d a y—w h ich  

s a n ct ifica t io n  t h e y ca lle d  “s p ir it u a l co n ce p t io n ”—o r  a ls o  

t h e co n ce p t io n  o f t h e Vir gin  s u b s e q u e n t ly s a n ct ified , 

I  m  in e d  t h e  o b je ct  o f t h e  fe a s t .

T h e  r e a s o n  w h y t h e  Ch u r ch  ce le b r a t e s o n ly t h e  fe a s t s  

o l t h in gs a ctu a lly h o ly, is in  t h is  ca s e  m e r e ly co n clu s ive ,

1 "Thus St. Bonaventure, in 3 Sent., dist. 3 q. 1, a. 1; St. Thom as, Illa, 
<|. 27 a.2  ad 3.

14 Pseudo-A nselm, Sermo de conceptione B.M.; PL, CLIX (inter spuria S. 

A nselm i), sec. 322: Si non placet celebrare dominicae matris conceptionem 
i urnalem, saltem placeat celebrare ejus animae spiritualem creationem; see. 

B25: utramque ejus conceptionem venerabilem, spiritualem videlicet et 
humanam.
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s in ce  it  h a s  b e e n  a s ce r t a in e d  t h a t  t h e  fe a s t  w a s  d ir ect e d , 

in  a  ve r y s p e cia l w a y, e it h e r  t o t h e h o n o r in g o f M a r y’s  

p e r s o n  in  t h e fir s t m o m e n t  o f h e r  co n ce p t io n , o r  t o t h is  

co n ce p t io n  a s a  h o ly w o r k  o f G o d  in  it s e lf. M o r e o ve r , t o  

t h is ve r y d a y t h e  r e m a r k o f St . T h o m a s  h a s r e m a in e d  in  

fo r ce , a cco r d in g t o  w h ich  t h e fe a s t  o f M a r y’s s a n ct ifica 

t io n  is  ce le b r a t e d  o n  t h e  d a y  o f h e r  b o d ily  co n ce p t io n , b e 

ca u s e t ir e m o m e n t o f h e r  s a n ct ifica t io n  is n o t d e fin e d . 

Co n ce r n in g t h is , t h e Ch u r ch  h a s s o fa r m a d e n o p r o 

n o u n ce m e n t , a n d  fo r t h a t m a t t e r  it is n o t t h e o lo g ica lly  

e s t a b lis h e d t h a t M a r y’s s o u l w a s in fu s e d  im m e d ia t e ly  

u p o n  t h e b o d ily co n ce p t io n .15

Th e  M e a n in g  o f  t h e  P r iv i l e g e  a c c o r d in g  

t o  t h e  D e f in i t io n

T h e  m e a n in g o f t h e  p r ivile ge  o f t h e  I m m a cu la t e  Co n 

ce p t io n  is d e fin e d  a cco r d in g t o t h e d e fin it io n  in  r e ga r d  

t o  it s  s u b je ct , p u r p o r t , gr o u n d , a n d  m o d a lit y a s fo llo w s :

1. T h e  w o r d s , “fr o m  t h e  fir s t  in s t a n t  o f h e r  co n ce p t io n  

t h e  b le s s e d  Vir g in  M a r y,” in d ica t e  a s s u b je ct  t h e  p e r s o n  

o f M a r y a lo n e in  it s e lf a n d  im m e d ia t e ly; t h e r e fo r e n o t  

a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  a n o th e r  p e r so n , e .g ., h e r  p a r e n t s , o r  p a r t  

o f M a r y b e fo r e h e r  co m p le t io n , a n d  t h u s t h e p r ivile ge  

w a s  co m m u n ica t e d  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  o f M a r y. I n d e e d  in  t h e  

fir s t m o m e n t  o f h e r  co n ce p t io n , t h a t is t o s a y, fr o m  t h e  

o r igin  o f t h a t  p e r s o n  in  t h e w o m b  o f t h e m o t h e r  o r , a c 

co r d in g t o t h e d e cla r a t io n  o f Ale xa n d e r  VI I , “fr o m  t h e  

cr e a t io n  a n d  in fu s io n  o f M a r y ’s s o u l in  h e r  b o d y.”

W h e n , t h e r e fo r e , in  t h e b u ll it s e lf a n d  in  ch u r ch  h is 

t o r y M a r y ’s I m m a cu la t e Co n ce p t io n  is in d ica t e d  a s t h e

16 Concerning this question see A l. Janssens, God als Schepper ( 3rd ed., 

1937), Brussels, p. 269.
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o b je ct o f t h e d o gm a a n d  s u b je ct o f t h e fe a s t , t h e n  t h e  

co n ce p t io n  it s e lf is  m e a n t  o n ly a s  s u b je ct  o f t h e  p r ivile ge  

I n s o fa r  a s t h is p r ivile ge is co u p le d  w it h  it , o r a ls o in  

| o  la r  a s  t h e  p e r so n  e n d o w ed  w it h  t h e  p r ivile ge  is  a s  s u ch  

t h e  o b je ct  a n d  p u r p o r t  o f t h e  a ct io n  o f G o d  w h ich  b r in gs  

I t in t o b e in g, a n d  o f M a r y’s co n ce p t io n  in  h e r  m o t h e r ’s  

w o m b  w h ich  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  d ivin e  a ct io n .

Co n ce p t io n , t h e r e fo r e , in  t h e s e n s e o f t h e b u ll, h a s  

n o t h in g t o  d o  w it h  co n ce p t io n  in  s o  fa r  a s  it  m e a n s  M a r y’s  

o r igin  in  r e ga r d  t o  t h e  a ct ivit y o f t h e  h u m a n  p r in cip le  o f 

p r o d u ct io n  d ir e ct e d  t o t h is o r ig in . Be fo r e a ll e ls e , t h e  

p r o d u ct ive a ct ivit y o f t h e  p a r e n t s a t  t h e  m o m en t o f t h e  

co n ju ga l r e la t io n s h ip ( ca lle d  a ct ive  o r , b e t t e r  s t ill, ge n 

ii d ive  co n ce p t io n ) is  in  t h is  ca s e  e n t ir e ly  b e s id e  t h e  q u e s 

t io n . Be s id e t h e q u e s t io n  a ls o is t h e co n ce p t io n  o f t h e  

ch ild , w h ich  is  a t  o n ce  t h e  o b je ct  a n d  e ffe ct  o f t h is  a ct io n  

( I h e  p a s s ive  co n ce p t io n  o f t h e  s e e d  o r  t h e  fle s h , o r  a ls o  t h e  

I n co m p le t e  co n ce p t io n  o f t h e  p e r s o n ) . T h e  p o in t  a t  is s u e  

I · , t h a t co n ce p t io n  w h ich , a s d is t in ct fr o m  b o t h t h e s e  

fo r m s , is ca lle d  b y t h e  m o r e  m o d e r n  F a th e r s , “a d e q u a t e  

p a s s ive  co n ce p t io n ” ; b y t h e  e a r lie r  d e fe n d e r s o f t h e  d o c-  

lim e in  t h e M id d le Age s , “co n ce p t io n  o f t h e b u d ” ( a s  

co n t r a s t e d  w it h  co n ce p t io n  o f t h e  s e e d ) o r  “s p ir it u a l co n 

ce p t io n ,” o r  a ga in  “p e r s o n a l co n ce p t io n ,” s o m e t im e s  a ls o  

' co n ce p t io n  o f life ,” in  co n t r a s t  w it h  co n ce p t io n  o f t h e  

fle s h . T h is  co n ce p t io n  co n cu r s  w it h  t h e  b ir t h  in  t h e  w o m b .

Bu t n e ith e r is t h is p a s s ive co n ce p t io n  o f t h e p e r s o n  

h e r e  u n d e r  co n s id e r a t io n , in  s o  fa r  a s  it  is t h e  fo r m a l e n d  

a n d  r e s u lt o f t h e ge n e r a t ive  co n ce p t io n , o r o f t h e co n 

ce p t io n  o f t h e s e e d , a s if t h e p r ivile ge w e r e co n n e ct e d  

w it h  o r  t r a n s fe r r e d  b y  t h a t  co n ce p t io n , o r  m e r e ly in clu d e d  

I t a s w e ll. R a t h e r , a  co m p le t e  a b s t r a ct io n  is  m a d e  o f t h e  
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co n n e ct io n  b e t w e e n  t h e o r igin  o f t h e p e r s o n  co n ce ive d  

a n d  t h e  p r o d u ct ive  p r in cip le s , o r  in  ge n e r a l, o f t h e  r e la 

t io n  o f M a r y ’s  o r igin  t o  it s  ca u s e s . T h e  p e r s o n  w h o  co m e s  

in t o  b e in g, is t h e r e b y co n s id e r e d  a p a r t .

M a r y’s  p e r s o n  a s  s u ch , s in ce  it  co m e s  in t o  e xis t e n ce  b y  

t h e  cr e a t io n  a n d  in fu s io n  o f t h e  s o u l o n  t h e  p a r t  o f G o d , 

h a s  it s o r igin  in  t h e  s a m e  p r in cip le  fr o m  w h ich  t h e  p r iv

ile ge  s p r u n g. Bo t h  t h e s e  d ivin e  a ct io n s  a r e  m u t u a lly co n 

n e ct e d  s o a s t o fo r m  o n e d ivin e a ct io n . I n  t h is w a y, 

t h e r e fo r e , it  m a y  b e  s a id  t h a t  t h e  p r ivile ge  is  a ls o  fo r m a lly  

co n n e ct e d  w it h  M a r y’s o r ig in  fr o m  G o d , a n d  h e n ce it  

co m e s  in t o  e xis t e n ce  b e ca u s e  o f h e r  o r igin , i.e ., b e ca u s e  o f 

t h e d e cr e e  w h ich  e ffe ct s h e r  o r igin .

F r o m  t h e  vie w p o in t  o f t h e  o r ig in  o f t h e  s o u l fr o m  G o d , 

o n e  ca n  a ls o  s p e a k  o f a  co n ce p t io n  o f M a r y  b y  G o d  (  con 

ceptio div ina, i.e ., a Deo) a s co n t r a s t e d  w it h  h u m a n  

co n ce p t io n  {conceptio hum ana, i.e ., ab hom ine). I n  t h is  

w a y  t h e  im m a cu la t e n e ss  o f t h e  co n ce p t io n  ca n  b e  b r o u gh t  

in t o  co n n e ct io n  w it h  t h e  d ivin e  co n ce p t io n  a s  s u ch . H e n ce  

it  m a y  b e  s a id  t h a t  in  M a r y  t h e  d ivin e  co n ce p t io n  is  d ivin e  

a n d  im m a cu la t e  n o t  o n ly b e ca u s e  it  p r o ce e d s fr o m  G o d , 

b u t  a ls o  b e ca u s e  it  m a k e s  t h e  p e r s o n  co n ce ived  h o ly a n d  

im m a cu la t e in  h e r o r igin . Co n s e q u e n t ly it s e cu r e s h e r  

a ga in s t  t h a t  u n w o r t h in e s s a n d  s t igm a  w h ich  t h e  h u m a n  

co n ce p t io n , t a k in g p la ce  in  fa lle n  n a tu r e , t r a n s fe r s  t o  t h e  

p e r s o n  co n ce ive d .

I f, t h e r e fo r e , o n e  w is h e s  t o  co n s id e r  M a r y’s  co n ce p t io n  

s p e cifica lly in  o n e  o f t h e s e t h r e e s e n se s  a s  a  h u m a n  co n 

ce p t io n , a s  w a s  o ft e n  d o n e  in  t h e  M id d le  Age s , o n e  w o u ld  

s p e a k , w it h o u t  a ct u a l co n t r a d ic t io n  o f t ir e  d o gm a , n o t  o f 

a n  im m a cu la t e , b u t o f a t a in t e d , co n ce p t io n  o f M a r y. 

W it h o u t t h e e xp r e s s a d d it io n  o f t h is m o d ifica t io n , t h is  
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m a im e r  o f s p e a k in g  w o u ld  n o w a d a ys  b e  a m b igu o u s  a n d  

co n fu s in g .

I ,  ik e  w is e  t h e  d ir e ct  p u r p o r t o f t h e  d e fin it io n  co u ld  b e  

e xp r e s s e d  b y t h e  fo r m u la , co n ce p t io n  o f t h e  im m a cu la t e  

Vir gin . W it h  t h is fo r m u la t h e t h e o lo g ica l o p p o n e n t s o f 

o u r  d o ct r in e  fo r m er ly in d ica t e d  t h e o b je ct o f t h e fe a s t , 

I n  s o  fa r  a s t h e  im m a cu la t e n e s s o f t h e  Vir gin  is t a k e n  a s  

a b s o lu t e , d a t in g  fr o m  t h e  m o m en t  o f h e r  co n ce p t io n . Bu t  

I n t h a t  ca s e , if t h is fo r m u la  is co r r e ct ly u n d e r s t o o d , t h e  

fo r m u la ,  im m a cu la t e  co n ce p t io n , s a n ct io n e d  b y  t h e  lit u r gy  

o f t h e  Ch u r ch  m u s t  p r e va il.

2 . T h e  w o r d s , “w a s p r e s e r ve d  im m u n e fr o m  a ll s t a in  

o f t h e  o r ig in a l s in ,” in d ica t e  t h e  p u r p o r t o f t h e  p r ivile ge  

I o b e t h is , t h a t fr o m  t h e fir s t m o m en t o f h e r  e xis t en ce  

M a r y w a s e xe m p t e d  fr o m  t h e s t a in  o f o r ig in a l s in , e ve n  

b e fo r e  t h e  la t t e r  co u ld  co m e  in t o  e ffe ct . T h e r e b y a t  le a s t  

it is s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s a n ct ifyin g  gr a ce , gr a n t e d  t h e  Vir g in  

in  t h e  fir s t in s t a n t  o f h e r  e xis t e n ce , e xclu d e d  co m p le t e ly  

t h e  fo r m a l e s s e n ce  o f o r igin a l s in ; m o r e o ve r , w h a t  is e c 

cle s ia s t ica lly e s t a b lis h e d  co n ce r n in g  M a r y’s  s p e cific  gr a ce  

o f s a n ct ifica t io n , t h a t  in  t h e  fir s t  m o m e n t  o f h e r  e xis t en ce  

t h e  s t a t e  o f o r ig in a l s a n ct it y a n d  ju s t ice , a n d  n o t  t h a t  o f 

o r igin a l s in , w a s  gr a n t e d  t h e  Vir gin  in  s o  fa r  a s  t h a t  s t a t e  

is co n t a in e d  in  t h is co n ce p t . I n  co n s e q u e n ce , a ll d e fe ct s  

a n d b le m is h es b e lo n gin g m a te r ia lly t o t h e e s s e n ce o f 

o r igin a l s in  w e r e  e xclu d ed . O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  t h e  d e fin i-  

lio n  in  n o  w a y r e q u ir e s  t h a t M a r y d id  n o t s in  in  Ad a m  

e ve n  id e a lly, t h a t  is  t o  s a y, t h a t  Ad a m ’s  p e r s o n a l s in , w h ich  

n s  s in  o f t h e  h e a d  a ffe ct s  a ls o  t h e  m e m b e r s , co u ld  a s  s u ch  

I n  n o  w is e  im p lica t e  M a r y, h e n ce  t h a t  M a r y d id  n o t  fa ll, 

e ve n  o u t w a r d ly, u n d e r  t h e  s h a d o w  o f t h a t s in . T h e im 

m e d ia t e  is s u e  is  r a th e r  t h is , t h a t  Ad a m ’s  s t a t e  o f s in , p e r 
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p e tu a t ed  in  h is d e s ce n d a n t s a s a n  in n a t e s t a in , is n o t  

t r a n s fe r r e d  t o M a r y e ffe ct ive ly. T h e d e fin it io n  d o e s n o t  

e xclu d e t h is e xte n s io n  o f t h e p r ivile ge ; in  a  w a y, it ca n  

e ve n  b e u n d e r s t o o d u n d e r t h e “p r e s e r va t io n  fr o m  all 

s t a in .”

T h e “p r e s e r va t io n  fr o m  t h e s t a in  o f s in ” t a k e s p la ce  

fo r m a lly  b y  s a n t ifica t io n , i.e ., t h e  gr a n t in g  o f s a n ct it y, b u t  

fo r  t h a t  r e a s o n  a ls o b y p u r ifica t io n , i.e ., t h e gr a n t in g o f 

p u r it y. F o r s a n ct it y is in  r e a lit y a s u p e r n a t u r a l p u r it y  

a n d , co n ve r s e ly, t h e  p u r it y b y w h ich  t h e  s t a in  o f o r igin a l 

s in  w a s  e xclu d e d  is  n o t  t h e  m e r e  d e n ia l o f a  t a in t , b u t  is  

in d e e d  s o m e th in g ve r y p o s it ive , s u ch  a s p u r it y, t h a t is , 

t h e r a d ia n ce o f t h e ligh t  a n d  o f t h e o b je ct s illu m in a te d  

b y it .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  t h e  co n ce p t  o f p r e s e r va t io n  b e co m e s  

o b s cu r e , if t h e  gr a n t in g o f fr e e d o m  fr o m  t h e  s t a in  o f s in  

is  e xp la in e d  s im p ly a s  a  p u r ifica t io n  fr o m  t h e  s t a in  o f s in . 

I t  is s e lf- e vid e n t t h a t  t h is w o u ld  m e a n  a  lib e r a t io n  fr o m  

t h e  s t a in  a lr e a d y co n t r a ct e d . I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  ca s e , b e ca u s e  

t h e p r e s e r va t io n  a s s u ch  is a ls o a  r e d e e m in g lib e r a t io n  

a n d  a  lib e r a t in g  r e d e m p t io n , t h e r e  ce r t a in ly is  a  lib e r a t in g  

p u r ifica t io n  fr o m  s in . T o e xp r e s s o n e s e lf co r r e ct ly, t h is  

lib e r a t in g p u r ifica t io n  m u s t , t h e r e fo r e , b e  p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  

“p r e ce d in g p u r ifi  ca t io n ” (  praem undatio, praepurgat  io) . 

T h is e xp r e s s io n , p e r h a p s n o t s p e cifica lly in  t h e p r e s e n t  

m e a n in g , w a s  a lr e a d y u s e d  b y  G r e go r y o f N a zia n zu s  a n d  

So p h r o n iu s o f J e r u sa le m .16 F r o m  w h a t fo llo w s it is e vi

d e n t t h a t , in  t h is ca s e , a  lib e r a t io n  fr o m  s in  r e a lly t a k e s  

p la ce , in clu d in g  t h e  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  it  is  a cco m p lis h e d .

3 . T h e  w o r d s , “b y a n  in t u it ive  co gn it io n  o f t h e  m e r it s

16 St. G regory of N az., H om . 38 in Theophania, n. 13; PG, X XX VI, 326; 

St. Sophronius of Jerusalem , Or. 2 in s. Deiparae annunt., 25; PG, LXX XV II 

(III), 3243.
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o f J e s u s Ch r is t , t h e Sa vio r  o f t h e h u m a n  r a ce ,” in d ica t e  

d ie  gr o u n d  o n  w h ich  t h e  gr a n t in g  o f t h is  p r ivile ge  is  b a s e d . 

I n  M a r y’s ca s e , n o  le s s t h a n  in  t h a t  o f o t h e r s  t o  w h o m  it  

w a s  la t e r  gr a n t e d , t h is  lib e r a t io n  fr o m  t h e  s t a in  o f o r ig in a l 

t n  m u s t  b e  r e fe r r e d  t o  t h e  m e r it s  o f s a lva t io n  t h r o u gh  t h e  

R e d e e m e r . T h is , o f co u r s e , p r e s u p p o s e s t h a t M a r y t o o  

s t o o d  in  n e e d  o f t h is m e r it  o f r e d e m p t io n  in  o r d e r  t o  o b 

t a in  fr e e d o m  fr o m  s t a in , a n d  t h a t , in  h e r  ca s e , t h e r e fo r e , 

t h e  n e ce s s it y o f b e in g s u b je ct t o  t h is s t igm a  w o u ld  h a ve  

e xis t e d , h a d  n o t  Ch r is t  ga in e d  h e r  fr e e d o m  fr o m  it . H e n ce  

t h e  lib e r a t io n  fr o m  t h e  s t a in  e ve r  b e a r s  t h e  e s s e n t ia l m a r k  

o f a  lib e r a t in g, s a vin g o r  r e d ee m in g a ct io n . T h r o u gh  it  

M a r y w a s s a ve d  fr o m  a n  e vil n o t a lr e a d y p r e s e n t , b u t  

im m in e n t ; s h e  w a s  lib e r a t e d  a n d  r e d ee m e d  fr o m  t h e  n e 

ce s s it y o f in cu r r in g t h a t  e vil. I n  co llo q u ia l la n gu a ge , n o t  

o n ly t h e  r e m o va l o f a  p r e s e n t  e vil, b u t  a ls o  t h e  p r e ve n t io n  

fr o m  a n  im m in e n t e vil is co n s id e r e d  a  s a lva t io n  a n d  r e 

d e m p t io n . H e n ce M a r y ’s lib e r a t io n fr o m  t h e s t a in o f 

o r igin a l s in  ca n  a ls o  b e  ca lle d  a  s a lva t io n  a n d  r e d e m p t io n . 

I  n  t h is ca s e , s a lva t io n  a n d  r e d e m p t io n  m a y in  n o  w a y b e  

(O n ce ive d  in  t h e  va gu e  a n d  in d e fin it e s e n s e  in  w h ich  o n e  

- .p e a k s  o f s a lva t io n  fr o m  a  d a n ge r  o r  a n  e vil w h ich  m e n 

a ces  o n ly in  o n e  w a y o r  a n o t h e r , e .g ., fr o m  o u t s id e , a n d  

w h ich  r e s u lt s o n ly fr o m  s o m e fu t u r e  a ct . H e r e  t h e  p o in t  

a t  is s u e  is t h e  s a lva t io n  fr o m  a  n e ce s s it y o f co n t r a ct in g  a  

ce r t a in  e vil, w h ich  n e ce s s it y is in h e r e n t in  t h e s u b je ct ;  

m o r e  fu lly, fr o m  s u ch  a  “n e ce s s it y” w h e r e b y, o w in g  t o  h is  

o r ig in  a n d  co n n e ct io n  w it h  a t a in t e d  p a r e n t r o o t , a n d  

w it h  a  gu ilt y a n ce s t o r , t h e  s u b je ct  is  b o u n d  (constrictum  

et obligatum ) b y t h e  a ct u a lly e xis t in g la w s o f s o lid a r it y  

a n d  o n e n e s s . I n  t h is w a y t h e n e ce s s ity o f co n t r a ct in g a  

ce r t a in  e vil is r e d u ce d  t o a s u b je ct io n  w h ich  e xis t s b y  
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r igh t (obnoxium  esse). H e n ce t h e o lo g ia n s  o f la t e r  d a t e  

d o  n o t r e a lly s p e a k in  t h is ca s e a b s t r a ct ly o f a  “n e ce s 

s it y,” b u t  o f a  “d e b t  o f in cu r r in g  t h e  s t a in ” (debitum  in 

currendi m aculam ), o r  r a th e r  o f “co n t r a ct in g t h e s t a in  

t o ge t h e r  w it h  o n e ’s n a t u r e ” (  contrahendi, trahendi cum  

natura m aculam  ), o r  a ls o  o f ‘T o e in g b o r n  w it h  t h e  s t a in ” 

( nascendi cum  m acula  ).

Sin ce  Ca je t a n ’s t im e  t h e  o p p o n e n t s  o f t h e  n o w  d e fin e d  

d o ct r in e , t h e m o r e m o d e r a t e a t a n y r a t e , a d m it t h a t in  

t h e s u p p o s it io n  o f a “d e b t o f in cu r r in g t h e s t a in ,” t h e  

p r e s e r va t io n  fr o m  o r igin a l s in  in  M a r y’s ca s e  co u ld  r e a lly  

lo e a r t h e “ch a r a ct e r  o f a  s a lva t io n  a n d  lib e r a t io n ” a n d , 

t h e r e fo r e , o f a n  e ffe ct  o f t h e  gr a ce  o f r e d e m p t io n . O n  t h e  

o t h e r  h a n d , p r io r  t o  t h e  d e fin it io n , a ll t h e o lo gia n s w e r e  

a gr e e d , t h a t  s u ch  a  d e b t  (  debitum  ) m u s t  b e  a cce p t e d  in  

o n e  fo r m  o r  a n o t h e r  in  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  M a r y’s  lib e r a 

t io n  fr o m  o r ig in a l s in  a s  a  gr a ce  o f r e d e m p t io n . Co n ce r n 

in g  t h e  fo r m  in  w h ich  t h is  d e b t  s h o u ld  b e  a cce p t e d , t h e y  

w e r e  d ivid e d . So m e  h e ld  a n  im m e d ia t e , o t h e r s a  r e m o te  

d e b t . By a n  im m e d ia t e  d e b t  o f in cu r r in g t h e  s t a in , m o s t  

o f t h e m  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e n e ce s s it y w h ich , b y r e a s o n  o f 

t h e im a gin a r y co m p licit y o f t h e w h o le r a ce in  Ad a m ’s  

a ctu a l s in , b r in gs t h e r e s u lt , in  a n d  b y it s o r igin , t h a t  

e ve r y m e m b e r  o f t h e  r a ce  is  d e p r ive d  o f t h e  s a n ct it y a n d  

ju s t ice  fo r fe it e d  a n d  lo s t  t h r o u gh  t h a t  d e b t . Co n s e q u e n t ly  

it is a n  u n w o r t h in e s s o r m o r a l u n fit n e s s o f p o s s e s s in g  

t h is  gr a ce . I n  M a r y t h is  n e ce s s it y is  o ffs e t  b y  t h e  gr a ce  o f 

r e d e m p t io n  p r e cise ly in  t h e  fa ct  t h a t  t h r o u gh  t h is gr a ce  

t h e  fo r fe it e d  s a n ct it y  a n d  ju s t ice  a r e  n e ve r t h e le s s  gr a n t e d  

t o  h e r  p e r s o n  in  t h e  fir s t  m o m e n t  o f h e r  e xis t e n ce . I n  t h is  

ca s e  Ch r is t ’s  gr a ce  o f r e d e m p t io n  n a t u r a lly a ct s  in  M a r y,  

a s in  o t h e r s , n o t a s m e r it in g o n ly, b u t a ls o a s fo r m a lly  
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a t o n in g  a n d  co n cilia t in g . Acco r d in gly t h e  o n ly d iffe r e n ce  

b e t w e en  M a r y a n d  t h e o t h e r  ch ild r e n  o f Ad a m  is t h a t  

t h is ju s t ifyin g gr a ce w a s gr a n t e d  h e r  b e fo r e t h e gu ilt ,  

w h ich  t h e  gr a ce  w a s  t o  w ip e  o u t , co u ld  b e  in cu r r e d , a n d  

t h e p r e se r va t io n  fr o m  t h e s t a in  o f s in  w a s , t h e r e fo r e ,  

e ffe ct e d  o n ly b y a n  a n t e r io r ju s t ifica t io n .

Sin ce s u ch  a d e b t w o u ld  a lw a ys ca s t , a s it w e r e , a  

s h a d o w  o f t h e  s in  o f t h e  w h o le  h u m a n  r a ce  o n  t ir e  h o lie s t  

a m o n g a ll cr e a tu r e s , a n d  w o u ld  p la ce  t ir e  n e w  E ve  in  a  

s t a t e  o f d e p e n d e n ce  u p o n  t h e  o ld  Ad a m , w h o  is  u n w o r t h y  

o f h e r , h e n ce t h is d e b t  s e e m e d  t o o t h e r  t h e o lo g ia n s  in 

t o le r a b le  in  co n n e ct io n  w it h  M a r y. T h e r e fo r e , in  o r d e r  t o  

d o  ju s t ice  t o  t ir e  co n ce p t  o f t h e  gr a ce  o f r e d e m p t io n , t h e s e  

la t t e r  t r ie d  s o  t o  co n s t r u e t h e  d e b t  t h a t M a r y’s im p lica -  

t  io n  in  t h e  s in  o f t h e  r a ce  w o u ld  b e  o b via t e d  a s  m u ch  a s  

p o s s ib le .17 T h e fir s t gr o u p  o f t h e o lo g ia n s r e d u ce d  t h is  

im p lica t io n  in  t h e  s in  o f Ad a m  t o  a  n o m in a l p a r t ic ip a t io n  

o n ly  a n d  t o  a  co n d it io n , in  co n s e q u e n ce  o f w h ich  t h e  t a in t  

w o u ld  n e ce s s a r ily h a ve b e e n  t r a n s m it t e d im m e d ia t e ly, 

h a d  n o t t h is b e e n  p r eve n t e d  b y a n  a n t e r io r  in fu s io n  o f 

gr a ce . T h e  s e co n d  gr o u p  o f t h e o lo g ia n s  a ls o  e xclu d e d  in  

p a r t  t h e  n o m in a l p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  Ad a m ’s  s in  a n d  a cce p t e d  

o n ly  s u ch  a  d e b t , b y  r e a so n  o f w h ich  t h e  im m e d ia t e  d e b t , 

a d vo ca t e d  b y t h e  fir s t gr o u p , w o u ld  h a ve  o p e r a t e d , h a d  

n o t  G o d  p r e ve n t e d  it  b y  a  s p e cia l p r ivile ge .

T h is  w a s  e ffe ct ed  m a in ly in  a  t w o fo ld  fo r m . So m e  a c 

ce p t e d  a  d ivin e  in flu e n ce  o n  t h e  e le m e n t s  o r  p r in cip le s  o f

o f h e r  p e r so n  a s m e m b e r  o f t h e r a ce . T h e o u t co m e o f 

t h is d ivin e in flu e n ce w a s t h a t h e r  p e r s o n  in  it s e lf, a s it

”  A bout the different theories concerning the debitum in M ary, see Le 

H nchelet, op. cit., sec. 1156-60.
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e xis t s  in  r e a lit y, w o u ld  n o t  b e  im m e d ia t e ly s u b je ct  t o  t h e  

d e b t  o f in cu r r in g  t h e  s t a in . F o r  b y  it  s h e  w a s  s o  s e p a r a t e d  

a n d  fr e e d  fr o m  t h e  t a in t e d  r o o t , t h a t  it s  in flu e n ce  co u ld  n o t  

e xt e n d  t o  h e r  p e r s o n . H e n ce  t h e  d e b t  w a s  h e r e  a  r e m o te  

d e b t , in  s o  fa r  a s  it  w a s  t u r n e d  a w a y fr o m  M a r y’s p e r s o n , 

a n d  lim it e d  t o it s p r in cip le s , w it h o u t a t t h e s a m e t im e  

lim it in g  in  it s e lf t h e  t e n d en cy  o f t h e  o r igin a l s in  t o  in clu d e  

M a r y  a lso . O t h e r s  w e n t  b a ck  t o  t h e  t a in t e d  r o o t  it s e lf. I n  

t h e p a ct , o r r a th e r  in  t h e la w  w h e r e b y G o d  a p p o in t ed  

Ad a m  t h e n o r m a l h e a d  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t ive  o f t h e w h o le  

r a ce  o r igin a t in g w it h  h im , t h e y a r gu e d  t h a t , b e ca u se o f 

Ch r is t ’s m e r it s , G o d  e xclu d e d  Ch r is t ’s m o t h e r  fr o m  t h is  

la w  give n  fo r  a ll, a n d , t h e r e fo r e , u n d e r  t h is a s p e ct  m a d e  

h e r  e n t ir e ly in d e p e n d e n t  o f Ad a m . T h e s e  t h e o lo g ia n s  a c 

ce p t e d  in  co n s e q u e n ce  o n ly a  d e b t  o f in cu r r in g  t h e  s t a in  

in  t h is s e n s e , t h a t , a cco r d in g t o h e r b e in g a n d  o r ig in ,  

M a r y w a s a  ch ild  o f Ad a m , a n d  b e ca u s e o f h e r  n a tu r a l 

co n n e ct io n  w it h  h im  s h e  h e r s e lf w a s , lik e  a ll o t h e r  h u m a n  

b e in gs , s u b je ct  t o  a ll la w s  go ve r n in g t h e  r a ce  a n d , t h e r e 

fo r e , t o  t h a t  la w  a ls o  in vo lvin g a  p a r t icip a t io n  in  Ad a m ’s  

s in , in  s o  fa r , a t  le a s t , a s  G o d  d id  n o t  w it h o ld  h e r  b e fo r e 

h a n d  fr o m  s u ch  p a r t ic ip a t io n .

T h is t h e o r y a ls o is p r e s e n t e d  u n d e r  a t w o fo ld  fo r m ,  

a cco r d in g t o  t h e  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  M a r y ’s p r e d e s t in a t io n  

is co n ce ive d  in  r e la t io n  t o  t h a t  o f Ch r is t . I n  t h e  o n e  ca s e  

t h e y s t a r t  fr o m  t h e  p r e m is e  t h a t  o n ly in concreto is  M a r y  

p r e d e s t in e d  a s M o th e r o f t h e R e d e em e r  o f s in fu l m a n 

k in d . I n  t h a t ca s e Ch r is t ’s r e d e e m in g d e a t h  o p e r a t e d  

fo r  h e r , n o t  in d e e d  a s  in  s a t is fa ct io n , b u t  o n ly  a s  m e r it in g;  

w h ile Ch r is t ’s d e a th  s t ill r e m a in e d t h e fo u n d a t io n o f 

M a r y’s  p r ivile ge . I n  t h e  o t h e r  ca s e , t h e y s a y t h a t  M a r y, a s  

m o t h e r o f Ch r is t , is a b s o lu t e ly p r e d e s t in e d w it h  H im , 
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ir r e s p e ct ive  o f t h e  d e cr e e  o f r e d e m p t io n , a n d  t h u s  b e fo r e  

a n d  in d e p e n d e n t ly o f Ch r is t ’s r e d e e m in g d e a t h .

T h e  o p in io n  fo r  t h e  im m e d ia t e  d e b t  w a s  p r e va le n t  u p  t o  

t h e  s ix t e e n t h  ce n tu r y a n d  t h e  o u t s e t  o f t h e  s e ve n te e n th ;  

b u t it is b y n o m e a n s s a n ct io n e d  b y t h e d e fin it io n , a s  

s o m e , e .g ., M a lo u , t h o u gh t . An y le a n in g  in  t h a t  d ir e ct io n  

w a s  la ck in g  in  t h e  p o p e ’s  vie w s , a s  h e  e xp r e s s ly d e cla r e d  

w h e n  q u e s t io n e d . Su ch  a n  o p in io n  co u ld  h a r d ly b e e x 

p e ct e d , s in ce b y it s ge n e r a l e xp r e s s io n  t h e Co u n cil o f 

T r e n t h a d  s a n ct io n e d  t h e  e xclu s io n  o f M a r y fr o m  e ve r y  

fo r m a l p a r t icip a t io n  in  t h e  s in  o f Ad a m . I n  t h e  la s t fe w  

ce n tu r ie s , t o ge t h e r  w it h  t h e  m a in ta in in g  o f t h e  im m a cu 

la t e co n ce p t io n , t h e d e n ia l o f t h e im m e d ia t e d e b t h a d  

a ls o b e co m e m o r e u n ive r s a l. H e n ce , d o gm a t ica lly t h is  

d e b t  m a y b e  r e ga r d e d  a s lim it e d , t h e  m o r e s o s in ce , o n  

t h e o t h e r  h a n d , t h e b u ll s p e a k s o f a  p r e s e r va t io n  “fr o m  

a ll s t a in .” T h is  d o e s  n o t  n e ce s s a r ily im p ly t h a t  t h e  d e n ia l 

o f a n  im m e d ia t e d e b t  u n d e r  e ve r y fo r m  is d o gm a t ica lly  

a n d  t h e o lo g ica lly p e r m is s ib le . W h a t is m o r e im p o r t a n t  

is , w h e t h e r  t h e  e s t a b lis h in g  o f t h e r e m o t e d e b t  m a k e s  a  

r e a l lib e r a t io n  p o s s ib le .

T h e vie w  fa vo r in g t h e r e m o t e d e b t , u n d e r t h e fir s t  

fo r m , w a s a d vo ca t e d  in  t h e t w e lft h  a n d  t h ir t e e n t h  ce n 

t u r ie s . I t  a s s o cia t e d  it s e lf w it h  t h e  p r e va ilin g co n ce p t io n  

o f t h e  p h ys ica lly o r ga n ic p r o p a ga t io n  o f o r igin a l s in , o n  

t h e a n a lo gy o f t h e h e r e d ity o f n a tu r a l q u a lit ie s . I t  w a s  

co m b a t t e d  b y a ll t h e gr e a t  t h e o lo g ia n s  o f t h e  t h ir t e e n th  

ce n t u r y a n d  la t e r  w a s a lm o s t e n t ir e ly d r o p p e d . I t  is in 

d e e d  s ca r ce ly t e n a b le . I n s t e a d  o f co n ce d in g t h a t M a r y ’s  

n a t u r e , t h a t is , h e r  b e in g , in  s o fa r a s it is t h e fr u it o f 

h u m a n  p r o p a ga t io n , w a s s a n ct ifie d  b y h e r  p e r s o n , t h a t  

is , h e r  s p ir it u a l s o u l, it  b a s e d  t h e  s a n ct ifica t io n  o f t h e  p e r 
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s o n  o n  a n  a n t e ce d e n t  p u r ifica t io n  o f h e r  n a t u r e  in  it s  m a 

t e r ia l a n d  e ffe ct ive  p r in cip le s .

As  e a r ly a s  t ir e M id d le  Age s  t h e  s e co n d  fo r m  lik e w is e  

w a s im p lic it ly a d va n ce d , t h o u gh  n o t  b y Sco t u s ,18 a s w e  

m a y ga t h e r  fr o m  h is  t h e o r y co n ce r n in g t h e  a b s o lu t e  p r e 

d e s t in a t io n  o f Ch r is t . I n s t e a d , it  w a s t h e  w o r k  o f t ir e  u n 

k n o w n  a u th o r  o f a  d e fen s e  w r it t e n  a ga in s t t h e le t t e r o f 

St . Be r n a r d . I t w a s n o t t ill t h e m id d le o f t h e s ix t e e n t h  

ce n t u r y t h a t it w a s b r o u gh t in t o p r o m in e n ce b y t h e  

D o m in ica n , Am b r o gio Ca t a r in o , a n d a ga in  in  t h e b e 

gin n in g o f t h e s e ve n t e e n t h  ce n t u r y b y t h e  s ch o o l o f T o 

le d o , fr o m  w h ich  it  s p r e a d  r a p id ly. I t  ca n  a t  b e s t  b e  d e 

fe n d e d  o n ly in  t h e  fir s t  p r e s e n t a t io n . F o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e  it  

m u s t b e  o b s e r ve d  t h a t  t h e  o r a t io n  o f t h e  fe a s t  d e s cr ib e s  

t h e  e xp r e s s io n , “b y  a n  in t u it ive  co gn it io n  o f t h e  m e r it s  o f 

J e s u s Ch r is t ,” in  t h e w o r d s , “b y fo r e s e e in g t ir e d e a t h  o f 

t h e So n .” O n  t h e o t h e r  h a n d , t h e ve r y t e xt o f t h e b u ll 

it s e lf s p e a k s  o f t h e  m e r it s o f t h e  R e d ee m e r  a n d  e xp la in s  

t h e p r e s e r va t io n  a s fo llo w s : “M a r y w a s r e d e e m e d  in  a  

m o r e e xce lle n t m a n n e r .” I n d e e d , t h e m o s t d e cid e d  a d 

vo ca t e s  o f t h e  s e co n d  vie w  e xp lic it ly d e cla r e  t h a t  “M a r y’s  

gr a ce  is n o t a  p r o p e r  gr a ce  o f r e d e m p t io n  o r  a  gr a ce  o f 

t h e R e d e e m e r , b u t a gr a ce o f t h e Cr e a t o r .” T h e r e fo r e , 

ir r e s p e ct ive  o f s in  a n d  it s  r e d e m p t io n , w h e r e b y gr a ce  is  

gr a n t e d  t o  s p ir it u a l cr e a tu r e s  fo r  t h e  s a k e  o f Ch r is t , M a r y  

w o u ld  h a ve  b e e n  a cco r d e d  t h is gr a ce  b e ca u s e  o f t h e  d e 

cr e e  co n t a in e d  in  t h e  Cr e a to r ’s p la n  o f t h e  w o r ld .

18 See Balic, “La prédestination de la T. S. V ierge dans la doctrine de Jean  

D uns Scot,” in La France Franciscaine, 3rd series, X IX (Rech. de théoL, 
philos., hist., 1936), 114-58. Scotus him self has not a single w ord concerning  

this m atter (pp. 114, 154). A  first indication in that sense appears in Jean  de  

Bassoly (pp. 115  ff.), a disciple of Scotus. The idea is again taken up in the 

sixteenth century, at the suggestion of Suarez (p. 115).
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Bu t  a ga in , t h e  fir s t  p r e s e n t a t io n , a s  e xp o u n d e d  b y  s o m e  

t h e o lo g ia n s , o r  r a th e r , a s it  w a s ge n e r a lly u n d e r s t o o d  a t  

t h a t t im e , w a s t h a t , t h r o u gh  t h e gr a ce o f t h e Cr e a t o r , 

M a r y  r e m a in e d  u n t a in t e d  b y o r ig in a l s in , in  s o  fa r  a s  t h e  

gr a ce , gr a n t e d  t h e  h u m a n  r a ce a s a  co m m o n  p o s s e ss io n  

in  Ad a m , h a d  n o t  b e e n  fo r fe it e d  a n d  lo s t  fo r  h e r . I f a t  t h e  

s a m e  t im e it  is  a d m it t e d , a s it  w a s  b y m o s t  o f t h e s e  t h e 

o lo gia n s , t h a t  t h e  fir s t  gr a ce  w a s  n o t  gr a n t e d  fo r  t h e  s a k e  

o f Ch r is t , h e r e  a ls o , t h e  co n ce p t  o f t h e  r e d e e m in g gr a ce  

is  w it h  d ifficu lt y m a in t a in e d .

F o r  a  s e r io u s d is cu s s io n  t w o  o n ly o f t h e  o p in io n s a d 

va n ce d  a r e co n s id e r e d . T h e  o n e h o ld s t o  t h e  im m e d ia t e  

d e b t ; t h e  o t h e r  e xclu d e s  t h e  im m e d ia t e  d e b t  o n  t h e  gr o u n d  

t h a t , in  M a r y’s  ca s e , it  im p lie s  a n  e xe m p t io n  fr o m  t h e  la w  

o f s o lid a r it y w it h  Ad a m , t h is e xe m p t io n  b e in g e ffe ct e d  

b y Ch r is t ’s r e d ee m in g d e a t h . T h e d ifficu lt ie s a t t e n d in g  

b o t h  t h e s e vie w s ca n  b e a vo id e d  b y e s t a b lis h in g w it h  

m o r e p r e cis io n  t h e  r e la t io n  o f M a r y’s p r e s e r va t io n  fr o m  

s in  t o t h e  gr a ce  o f h e r  m o t h e r h o o d , a n d  t h e r e la t io n  o f 

t h is gr a ce t o h e r  p e r s o n . T h is w o u ld  r e s u lt in  a n o th e r  

a n d  e a s ie r  fo r m u la t io n  o f t h e d e b t .

4 . F in a lly  t h e  w o r d s , “b y  a  s in gu la r  gr a ce  a n d  p r ivile ge  

o f Alm igh t y G o d ,” d e t e r m in e  t h e ch a r a cte r  o f t h e  p r iv

ile ge in d ica t e d . T h is p r ivile ge  w a s gr a n t e d , n o t  a cco r d 

in g t o  a  ge n e r a l la w , b u t  b y w a y o f a  gr a cio u s  e xcep t io n  

t o  t h e  la w , in d e e d , b y a n  e n t ir e ly u n iq u e  e xcep t io n . T h is  

d e s ign a t io n  p r e clu d e s  t h e  p o s s ib ilit y o f d r a w in g  fr o m  t h e  

p r ivile ge a n y e r r o n e o u s co n clu s io n s a ga in s t t h e u n ive r 

s a lit y  o f o r ig in a l s in , o r  co n ve r s e ly, o f e s t a b lis h in g  a  p r e ju 

d ice  a ga in s t t h is p r ivile ge  b e ca u s e  o f t h e  u n ive r s a lit y o f 

o r igin a l s in .
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M a r y ’s  C o n c e p t io n  C o m p a r e d  w it h  Th a t  o f  

C h r i s t  a n d  o f  O t h e r  H u m a n  B e in g s

Acco r d in g  t o  t h e  a fo r e s a id  s t a t e m e n t s , M a r y’s co n ce p 

t io n  o r  o r igin  s t a n d s  b e t w e e n  t h a t  o f o r d in a r y m o r ta ls  a n d  

t h a t  o f Ch r is t ’s  h u m a n it y, ju s t  a s  M a r y  w a s  t o  b e  t h e  co n 

n e ct in g lin k jo in in g t h e o ld  w it h  t h e n e w cr e a t io n  in  

Ch r is t .18 M a r y h a s t h is in  co m m o n  w it h  t h e co n ce p t io n  

o f o r d in a r y m o r ta ls , t h a t  h e r  b o d y  w a s  fo r m e d  b y  n a tu r a l 

p r o p a ga t io n , a n d  h e r  p e r s o n  w a s co n s t it u t e d  b y t h e in 

fu s io n  o f h e r  h u m a n  s o u l in t o h e r  b o d y. W it h  t h e co n 

ce p t io n  o f Ch r is t  it  h a s  t h is  in  co m m o n , t h a t  h e r  s o u l a n d  

b o d y, h e r b o d y t h r o u gh  h e r s o u l, w e r e s a n ct ifie d in  a  

s u p e r n a t u r a l m a n n e r  a t t h e m o m e n t  o f t h e ir  u n io n  w it h  

e a ch  o t h e r , t h e ir  s a n ct ifica t io n  t a k in g  p la ce  b e ca u s e  o f t h e  

u n io n  w it h  a  d ivin e  p e r so n , a n d  t h a t  t h u s  t h e y ca m e  in t o  

e xis t e n ce  w it h o u t  s in .

I n  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n  t h e  co n t r a ct in g o f s in  w a s  r a d i

ca lly a n d  e s s e n t ia lly e xclu d e d , o n  t h e o n e h a n d  b y t h e  

s u p e r n a t u r a l o r igin  o f H is  fle s h  a n d , o n  t h e  o t h e r , b y t h e  

s u p e r n a t u r a l e s s e n ce  o f H is p e r s o n . I n  t h a t  o f M a r y t h e  

co n t r a ct in g o f s in  w a s e xclu d e d  o n ly b y a  s p e cia l gr a ce  

p r e clu d in g in  h e r  ca s e t h e co n s e q u e n ce s  o f h e r  n a tu r a l  

o r ig in , a n d  in  vie w  o f h e r  e le ct io n  a n d  co n s e cr a t io n  a s  

M o th e r  o f G o d . T h is gr a ce  w a s  gr a n t e d  h e r  in  t h e  cr e a 

t io n  a n d  in fu s io n  o f h e r s o u l in  o r d e r t o p r e p a r e a n d  

w o r t h ily in it ia t e t h e co n ce p t io n  o f Ch r is t , w h ich  w a s t o  

b e  a cco m p lis h e d  in  h e r .

Be ca u s e M a r y’s h o lin e s s r e s t s  o n  t h e in t im a t e r e la t io n  

o f h e r co n ce p t io n  t o t h a t o f Ch r is t , t h e clo s e s t m u tu a l

19 From  this point of view even Luther developed our doctrine very beau

tifully, and that in the year 1527 in his Kirchenpostille. See edition of Luther’s 

w orks by  J. G . W alch, X I (Halle, 1745), 2614 ff. 
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r e la t io n s  e xis t  b e t w e e n  t h e  h o lin e s s  o f b o t h  co n ce p t io n s . 

11 m a y b e  s a id  t h a t  in  t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f M a r y t h e  d ivin e  

cr e a t io n  o f h e r  s o u l co r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  s a cr e d  fo r m in g o f 

t h e fle s h  in  t h e co n ce p t io n  o f Ch r is t . F o r , a s t h e b o d ily  

vir gin it y o f t h e  m o t h e r  is p r e s e r ve d  im m u n e in  Ch r is t ’s  

co n ce p t io n  b y t h e  a ct io n  o f t h e  H o ly G h o s t , s o  a ls o  is  h e r  

s p ir it u a l vir g in it y e ffe ct e d  b y t h e  s a m e H o ly Sp ir it . F u r 

t h e r m o r e , b y  r e a s o n  o f t h e  o r ig in a l h o lin e s s  o f M a r y’s  s o u l, 

w h ich  s a n ct ifie d  h e r  b o d y, t h e  h u m a n  fle s h  a s s u m e d  b y  

Ch r is t , a lt h o u gh  d e r ive d  fr o m  a s in - s t a in e d r a ce , w a s  

n e ve r t h e le s s  u n ta in t e d  in  t h e  p e r s o n  o f h e r  fr o m  w h o m  it  

w a s  im m ed ia t e ly d e r ive d . F in a lly, t h r o u gh  t h e  a ct io n  o f 

t h e H o ly G h o s t , M a r y, t h r o u gh  t h e o r igin a l h o lin e s s o f 

h e r s o u l, w a s d is p o s e d  t o a ct , in  co n ju n ct io n  w it h  t h is  

H o ly Sp ir it , a s H is in s t r u m e n t in  t h e fo r m a t io n  o f t h e  

fle s h  o f Ch r is t .

Th e  Ap p r o p r ia t e n e s s  o f  t h e  Im m a c u l a t e  

C o n c e p t io n

H e n ce it  fo llo w s , h o w  h igh ly b e fit t in g t o M a r y is t h e  

p r ivile ge o f t h e im m a cu la t e co n ce p t io n  b e ca u s e o f h e r  

o r igin a l a n d  h a llo w e d  d e s t in y a s M o th e r  o f G o d . T h e  

a p p r o p r ia t e n e s s  is  s o  s t r ik in g, t h a t  t h e  m o r e  t h e  a t t e n t io n  

o f t h e  fa it h fu l w a s  d ir e ct e d  t o  t h is  p r ivile ge , t h e  m o r e  t h e  

la ck  o f it  a p p e a r e d  t o  t h e m  a s  u n th in k a b le , a lto ge t h e r  in 

co m p a t ib le w it h  t h e h o n o r o f G o d  a n d  o f Ch r is t , w it h  

M a r y ’s o w n  d ign it y a n d  h e r  d e s t in y a s q u ee n  o f a n ge ls  

a n d  s p ir it u a l m o th e r  o f m e n .

So lo n g a s M a r y’s o r ig in a l d e s t in y a s M o th e r  o f G o d  

is  co n ce ive d  o n ly in  a  ge n e r a l w a y, it  ca n n o t  b e  s a id  t h a t , 

e s s e n t ia lly a n d  u n co n d it io n a lly, it d e m a n d e d  a p e r m a 

n e n t  fr e e d o m  fr o m  a ll in h e r it e d  o r  p e r s o n a l s in  p r e vio u s  
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t o  t h e  b e gin n in g  o f h e r  m o t h e r h o o d , a n d  t h a t , t h e r e fo r e ,  

it  co n t a in e d  a  m e t a p h ys ica lly co ge n t  p r o o f o f t h is p r iv 

ile ge . O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , t h e  fit n e s s  o f t h is  p r ivile ge  is  a t  

o n ce  s e e n  t o  b e  a n  a b s o lu t e  n e ce s s it y if, a s h a s b e e n  a l

r e a d y e xp la in ed , M a r y ’s o r ig in a l d e s t in y a s M o th e r  o f 

G o d  is  co n ce ive d  p o s it ive ly u n d e r  t h e  co n cr e t e  fo r m , t h e  

d is t in gu is h in g m a r k o f h e r p e r s o n  b e in g t h e gr a ce o f 

m o t h e r h o o d , viz., a  b r id a l, o r  s p ir it u a l a n d  m a t r im o n ia l 

a s s o cia t io n  a n d  u n io n  o f M a r y w it h  G o d  a n d  Ch r is t , a c 

co m p lis h e d  in  a n d  w it h  t h e cr e a t io n  o f M a r y’s p e r s o n . 

F o r , in  vir t u e  o f t h is  co n ce p t , a t  t h e  m o m e n t  o f h e r  o w n  

co n ce p t io n  w h e n  G o d  t o o k  p o s s e s s io n  o f h e r  s o u l, M a r y  

a p p e a r s  a s  h o ly a n d  in vio la t e  a  vir g in  a s  a t  a n d  a ft e r  t h e  

co n ce p t io n  o f Ch r is t . F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  s h e  p o s s e s se s s u ch  

a  co n se cr a t io n  a s is a lt o ge t h e r  in co m p a t ib le  w it h  d e file 

m e n t  b y  s in .

Co n s e q u e n t ly a ll o t h e r e xp r e s s io n s w h ich  co n ta in  o r  

s u p p o s e  t h e  d is t in gu is h in g m a r k  o f M a r y’s p e r s o n  in  t h e  

s e n s e in d ica t e d , s u ch  a s “ch ild  o f G o d ,” “d a u gh t e r o f 

G o d ,’’ a n d  “t r u e  E ve ,’’ n o t  o n ly p o in t  t o  t h e  s u p r e m e  fit 

n e s s  o f M a r y’s  I m m a cu la t e  Co n ce p t io n , b u t  a ls o  d e m a n d  

it  a s  a n  e s s e n t ia l q u a lit y  o f t h e  p e r s o n  s p e cifie d . I f t h e  e x 

p r e s s io n s , “h o ly vir g in ,” “d a u gh t e r o f G o d ,” a n d  “t r u e  

E ve ,” a r e  u n d e r s t o o d  in  t h e  fu ll m e a n in g w h ich  ca n  a n d  

m u s t  b e  give n  t h e m , t h e y e m b r a ce  t h e  I m m a cu la t e  Co n 

ce p t io n  e ve n  a n a lyt ica lly; fo r  t h e y e s s e n t ia lly in clu d e  t h e  

o r igin a l p u r it y, t h e  h o lin e s s , a n d  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l fife  o f 

t h e ir  s u b ject .

Acco r d in gly, fr o m  t h is  p o in t  o f vie w  t h e  gr a ce  o f M a r y’s  

I m m a cu la t e  Co n ce p t io n  in  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  m e r it  o f Ch r is t ’s  

r e d em p t io n  ca n  b e  d e t e r m in e d  m o r e  co r r e ct ly.

Alt h o u gh  t h is gr a ce n e ce s s a r ily r e s u lt s fr o m  t h a t o f 
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t  h e  d ivin e  m o t h e r h o o d , w h ich  w a s  gr a n t e d  M a r y b y vir -  

t  n e  o f t h e  d e cr e e  o f cr e a t io n  d e t e r m in in g  t h e  e xis t e n ce  o f 

h e r  p e r s o n , n e ve r t h e le s s  t h e  o n e  gr a ce , a s  a n d  in  t h e  o t h e r , 

is a  fr u it  o f t h e  m e r it s  o f t h e  R e d e e m e r ; b e ca u s e  M a r y  is  

p r e d e s t in e d , n o t a b s t r a ct ly a s M o th e r  o f Ch r is t , b u t a s  

M o t h e r  o f t h e  R e d e e m e r . T h e r e fo r e  s h e  co u ld  a n d  s h o u ld  

o b t a in  t h e s e gr a ce s o n ly b y r e a s o n  o f t h e m e r it s o f t h e  

R e d e e m e r , w h ich  m e r it s co n ta in  a ll gr a ce s  gr a n t e d  m a n 

k in d  a ft e r  t h e  F a ll. I f, t h e r e fo r e , a t  fir s t  s igh t , t h e  gr a ce  in  

q u e s t io n  co u ld  a n d  s h o u ld  b e  ca lle d  a  gr a ce  o f t h e  Cr e a 

t o r —t h e  m o r e  s o  s in ce  it  co n ce r n s  t h e  e s t a b lis h m e n t  o f a  

n e w  a n d  h igh e r  cr e a t io n —it  is  s o  o n ly in  s o  fa r  a s it  ca n  

r e a lly b e ca lle d , a t t h e s a m e t im e , a gr a ce o f t h e R e 

d e e m e r .

W h e r e a s  in  t h e  Vir gin  t h e  m e r it s  o f t h e  R e d e em e r  e ffe ct  

t h e  fr e e d o m  fr o m  t h e  s t a in  o f s in  in  a n d  w it h  t h e  gr a ce  o f 

m o t h e r h o o d , t h e y  a ch ie ve  t h is  r e s u lt  n o t  o n ly b e ca u s e  t h is  

fr e e d o m  is r e a lize d  b y s a n ct ifyin g gr a ce , gr a n t e d  a t  t h e  

fir s t m o m e n t t o ge t h e r  w it h  t h e  gr a ce  o f co n ce p t io n , b u t  

a ls o  b e ca u s e  it  is  e ffe ct ed  b y  t h e  gr a ce  o f t h e  m o t h e r h o o d , 

gr a n t e d  in  a n d  w it h  t h e cr e a t io n  o f M a r y’s p e r s o n . By  

t h is la s t gr a ce  t h e  fr e e d o m  fr o m  s in  is s o  e ffe ct e d  t h a t  it  

r e s t s o n  t h e  o r igin a l a n d  m o s t in t im a t e u n io n  o f M a r y ’s  

p e r s o n  w it h  G o d  a n d  w it h  Ch r is t . O w in g t o h e r  o r ig in  

t h r o u gh  t h e  d e cr e e  o f t h e Cr e a t o r , t h is u n io n  e m b r a ce s  

M a r y ’s e n t ir e b e in g in  s u ch  a w a y t h a t n e it h e r  in  t h e  

ch r o n o lo g ica l o r d e r  n o r  s im p ly in  t h e  n a t u r a l o r d e r  w a s  

s h e  m o r e  clo s e ly a llie d  t o  t h e  r a ce  o f Ad a m  b y t h e  u n io n  

o f t h e s o u l w it h  t h e  b o d y, t h a n  s h e w a s w it h  G o d  a n d  

Ch r is t  b y  h e r  d ivin e  s t a t e  a s  b r id e . R a t h e r  w a s  s h e  cr e a t e d  

a s d a u gh t e r o f Ad a m  fo r t h e s o le r e a s o n  t h a t s h e w a s  

d e s t in e d  t o  b e  t h e  M o t h e r  o f t h e  R e d e e m e r , a n d  co n s e 
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q u e n t ly h e r  b o d ily r e la t io n  t o  Ad a m  fr o m  t h e  b e gin n in g  

is  e n t ir e ly s u b s e r vie n t  t o  h e r  b o d ily r e la t io n  t o  Ch r is t .

Su ch  b e in g t h e ca s e , h e r  b o d ily r e la t io n  t o Ad a m , a s  

o p p o s e d  t o  h e r  b o d ily r e la t io n  t o  Ch r is t , ca n  in  n o  w is e  

a s s e r t it s e lf. T h e la t t e r co m p le t e ly p a r a lys e s it in  a d 

va n ce . H e n ce it fo llo w s t h a t in  M a r y Ch r is t ’s gr a ce o f 

r e d em p t io n  n o t  o n ly p r eclu d e d  t h e  a ct u a l in cu r r in g o f t h e  

u n ive r s a l s t a in  o f s in , b u t  it a ls o  ca n ce led  in  h e r  r e ga r d  

a ll s h a r e in  h u m a n ity ’s co m m o n  d e b t t h r o u gh  Ad a m ’s  

t r a n s gr e s s io n , a n d  w it h  it  t h e  n e ce s s it y  a ls o , a s  w e ll a s  t h e  

p o s s ib ilit y, o f in cu r r in g t h e  s t a in  o f s in .

Co n s e q u e n t ly, o w in g t o  t h e  m e r it  o f Ch r is t ’s r e d e m p 

t io n , it  ca n n o t  b e  s a id  t h a t  M a r y  s in n ed  in  Ad a m . “T o  s in  

in  Ad a m ” m e a n s in  it s n a tu r a l a n d  co m p le t e  s e n s e t h a t , 

a s  Ad a m  is  h e a d  o f t h e  h u m a n  r a ce , e a ch  m e m b e r  o f t h a t  

r a ce , b e in g d e p e n d e n t o n  h im , is fo r t h a t ve r y r e a s o n  

lia b le  t o  a  s h a r e  in  t h e  co m m o n  h e r it a ge  o f s in . I t  ca n n o t  

b e  s a id  t h a t  M a r y  is  s o  r e p r e s e n t e d  in  t h e  p e r s o n  o f Ad a m  

a s  h a vin g  t h e  la t t e r  a s  h e r  h e a d , a n d  t h a t , a s  t o  t h e  ch a r ge  

o f s in , s h e  is  s o  d e p e n d e n t  o n  h im  t h a t  fo r  t h a t  r e a s o n  s h e  

b e ca m e  lia b le  t o  a  s h a r e  in  h is  gu ilt  a n d  h e n ce  in cu r r e d  

a  r e p r o a ch  a n d  a  d is q u a lifica t io n . N o w , o n  t h e s t r e n g t h  

o f t h e p r o p e r  ch a r a ct e r  o f h e r  o r igin , M a r y is n o t d e 

p e n d e n t o n  Ad a m  in  t h e s a m e w a y a s a r e o t h e r  h u m a n  

b e in gs . I f, a s d a u gh t e r  o f Ad a m , s h e  h a d  a p p a r e n t ly t o  

fa ll u n d e r  t h e  s h a d o w  o f h is  gu ilt  a n d  h a d  t o  b e co m e  u n fit  

fo r  gr a ce  b e ca u se o f h is  s in , n e ve r t h e le s s , a s m e m b e r  o f 

Ch r is t , t h e r e  co u ld  b e  n o  q u e s t io n  in  t h e  s igh t  o f G o d  o f 

h e r  p e r fect  w o r th in e s s  o f a ll gr a ce . Br ie fly, t h e r e fo r e , a n d  

w it h o u t  r e s t r ic t io n , it  m a y b e  s a id  t h a t  Ad a m  s in n ed  fo r  

M a r y  a lso , in  o t h e r  w o r d s  t h a t , b y  h is  s in  h e  fo r fe it e d  a n d  

lo s t  fo r  h e r  a ls o t h e  o r igin a l ju s t ice , w h ich  t h r o u gh  h im  
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s h e  w o u ld  h a ve  in h e r it e d ; t h a t , in  s o fa r  a s t h e  o r igin a l 

ju s t ice is co n ce r n e d , M a r y in  co m m o n  w it h  t h e w h o le  

h u m a n  r a ce  w a s , t h r o u gh  t h e  s in  o f Ad a m , r e n d e r e d  u n 

w o r th y  o f gr a ce  b e ca u s e  o f t h e  lo s s  o f t h is  o r ig in a l ju s t ice .

M a r y ’s  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  d e b t  o f h a vin g  t o  in cu r  t h e  s t a in , 

w h ich  is  t o  b e  s u p p o s e d  fo r  h e r  r e d e m p t io n , m a y  p e r h a p s  

b e  m o s t  fit ly e xp r e s s e d  a s  fo llo w s : I f w e  co n s id e r  M a r y’s  

p e r s o n  in  it s e lf, m a te r ia lly, a b s t r a ct ly  a n d  secundum  quid, i 

t h a t  is , a cco r d in g t o  h e r  h u m a n  o r igin  a n d  b e in g a s t h e  

p r o d u ct  o f n a t u r a l p r o p a ga t io n , o r  a cco r d in g t o t h e  n a 

t u r e  w h ich  is h e r s in  co m m o n  w it h  t h e  r e s t o f m a n k in d ,  

a n d  b y  w h ich  s h e  s t a n d s  in  r e la t io n  t o  Ad a m , it  is  s u b je ct  

t o  t h e  la w  o f t h e  co m m u n it y  o f s in  a n d  e xp o s e d  t o  it s  t o ils . 

Bu t  co n s id e r e d  fo r m a lly a n d  co n cr e t e ly, t h a t is , a cco r d 

in g t o t h e s u p e r n a tu r a l d is t in gu is h in g m a r k o f h e r  p e r 

s o n , o r  a s t h is p a r t icu la r  co n s e cr a t e d  p e r s o n , b e in g t h e  

p r o d u ct  o f a  s p e cia l d e cr e e  o f G o d ’s cr e a t io n , s h e is e x 

e m p t e d  fr o m  t h is  la w , a n d  t h e  b o n d s  o f s in  h a ve  n o  h o ld  

u p o n  h e r .

T h e  fir s t  p a r t  t a k e s  in to  a cco u n t  t h e  t r u th  co n t a in e d  in  

t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f t h e  p r o xim a t e  d e b t . T h e  s e co n d  s o  lim it s  

t h is p r o xim a te  d e b t  t h a t  n o t o n ly d o e s  it  r e m a in  in e ffe c

t ive , b u t  is  a ls o  o f it s e lf r e n d e r e d  p o w e r le s s . T h is  o b via t e s  

t h e n e ce s s it y o f in t r o d u cin g a  s p e cia l r e s e r va t io n  in  t h e  

d ivin e  e n a ctm e n t  o f t h e  la w  o f s o lid a r it y b e t w e e n  Ad a m  

a n d  h is  p o s t e r it y  e xo n e r a t in g M a r y fr o m  a ll o b liga t io n  t o  

t h is la w . T h e  la w  ca n  a n d  m u s t  h o ld  e ve n  fo r  M a r y, in  

s o  fa r  a s  s h e  co m e s  u n d e r  t h e  co n d it io n s o f t h e  la w , t h a t  

is , in  s o  fa r  a s s h e  is a  p r o d u ct a n d  m e m b e r  o f t h e r a ce  

w h ich  s p r a n g  fr o m  Ad a m . T h e  a p p lica b ilit y o f t h e  la w  t o  

M a r y is a n n u lle d  fo r  t h e o n e r e a s o n  t h a t , o w in g t o h e r  

o r igin  t h r o u gh  t h e  o r d in a n ce  o f G o d , s h e  co m e s in to  e x 
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is t e n ce  n o t  m e r e ly a s a  p r o d u ct  a n d  m e m b e r  o f t h e fir s t  

Ad a m , b u t  a s  r o o t  a n d  m e m b e r  o f t h e  h e a ve n ly  Ad a m . T h e  

d e b t t o  b e  e xclu d e d  s h o u ld  r a t h e r  b e  ca lle d  t h e  fo r m a l 

d e b t t h a n  t h e p r o xim a t e d e b t ; a n d  t h e d e b t t o b e a c 

ce p t e d , s h o u ld  r a th e r  b e  ca lle d  t h e  m a t e r ia l d e b t  (  in s t e a d  

o f t h e r e m o t e d e b t ) .

W h a te ve r  t h e  s cie n t ific  fo r m u la t io n  m a y  b e , t h e  lit u r gy  

o f t h e Ch u r ch  r e q u ir e s in  a n y ca s e t h a t t h e  im m a cu la t e  

o r ig in  o f M a r y, lik e t h e  o r igin  o f t h e Ch u r ch , s h o u ld  b e  

co n ce ive d , in  t h e  s e n s e  o f t h e  Ca n t ic le  o f Ca n t icle s , a s  “a  

p illa r  o f s m o k e  o f a r o m a t ica l s p ice s ” a s ce n d in g fr o m  t h e  

s a cr ifice  o f Ch r is t  a n d , lik e  t h e  co m in g  fo r t h  o f t h e  e t e r n a l 

W id s o m , a cco r d in g t o E ccle s ia s t icu s , a s “t h e clo u d  o f 

ligh t  fr o m  t h e  m o u t h  o f t h e  m o s t  H igh .” 2 0  T h is d o u b le  

figu r e  a n d  t h e  d o u b le  p a r a lle l give , in  ge n e r a l, t h e  m o s t  

s u gge s t ive  a n d  e xce lle n t  p r e s e n t a t io n  o f M a r y’s im m a cu 

la t e  o r igin . T h e y p r e s e n t  t h e la t t e r  a s t h e o r igin  o f t h e  

m o th e r  o f gr a ce , o f life , a n d  o f ligh t fr o m  t h e s id e o f 

Ch r is t  a n d  t h e  s p ir it u a l w o m b  o f G o d . T h u s  d o e s M a r y  

in  h e r  o r ig in  a p p e a r  a s  t h e  d o ve  o f Ch r is t  a n d  o f G o d , a n d  

a s  t h e  d a u gh t e r  o f gr a ce , o f life , a n d  o f ligh t .

50 Cant. 3:6; Ecclus. 24:5.
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Proof of the Dogma of the Immaculate 

Conception from Sacred Scripture

S
ACR E D  Scr ip t u r e  m a k e s n o fo r m a l p r o n o u n ce m e n t  

co n ce r n in g t h is d o gm a . M a r y ’s p r ivilege s a n d  p o s i

t io n , a s  p ict u r e d  in  t h e  p r o t e va n ge liu m  a n d  in  t h e  s a lu t a 

t io n  o f t h e a n ge l t o ge t h e r w it h  t h a t o f E liza b e t h , 1 o f 

n e ces s it y p o in t t o M a r y ’s I m m a cu la t e Co n ce p t io n , n o t  

o n ly a s  a  t h e o lo g ica l co n clu s io n , b u t  a s  p e r t a in in g  t o  t h e  

co m p le t e n e s s o f t h e im m e d ia t e p u r p o s e . F o r  h a d  M a r y  

fo r  e ve n  a n  in s t a n t  b e e n  s u b je ct  t o  o r ig in a l s in , t h e n  h e r  

p r e s u p p o s e d  co o p e r a t io n  w it h  Ch r is t in  H is vict o r io u s  

e n m ity a ga in s t t h e d e vil a n d  in  t h e u n iq u e b le s s in g o f 

s a lva t io n  H e  b r o u gh t  t o  a ll m e n , w o u ld  b e  u n t e n a b le . By  

w a y o f s u p p lem e n t , t h e d o ct r in e ca n  b e p r o ve d  cle a r ly  

e n o u gh  fr o m  t h e  Ca n t ic le  o f Ca n t ic le s , fr o m  t h e  t e xt s  o f 

t h e  p s a lm s  r e la t in g  t o  t h e  h o ly city a n d  t h e  t a b e r n a cle  o f 

G o d , a n d  a ls o  fr o m  t h e  figu r e  o f E s t h e r .

I n  co n n e ct io n  w it h  t h e  p r o t e va n ge liu m  2 it  s h o u ld  b e  

e s p e cia lly n o t ed  t h a t , e ve n  b e fo r e  t h e  a n n o u n ce m e n t o f 

t h e  p u n is h m e n t  o f o u r  fir s t  p a r e n t s  a n d  t h e ir  d e s ce n d a n t s , 

M a r y  w a s  p r o m is e d  t o ge t h e r  w it h  h e r  So n  a n d  w a s  a t  t h e  

s a m e  t im e  p la ce d  in  s u ch  a  p o s it io n  a s  t o  s e e m  u n a llie d  t o  

t h e  s in fu l r a ce . As  t o  t h e  t e x t  it s e lf, it  is  q u it e  u n n e ce s s a r y

1 G en. 3:15; Luke 1:28, 42.
1 For the application of G en. 3:15 to M ary, see V ol. I, appendix 1. 
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fo r  o u r  p u r p o s e  t o  h o ld  t h e  fe m in in e  fo r m  in  t h e  Vu lga t e ,  

“ipsa conteret” ( “s h e s h a ll cr u s h ”) , a s in t h e o r ig in a l 

w o r d in g  o f t h e  t e x t . I t  is  s u fficie n t  t h a t  t h e  p u r p o r t  o f t h is  

e ccle s ia s t ica lly  a u th e n t ic  e xt r a ct  is  co n t a in e d  in  t h e  s e n s e  

o f t h e  o r igin a l, w h ich  d e m a n d s  a  vict o r io u s  e n m ity  a ga in s t  

t h e d e vil, a n d  p o in t s  o u t t h e w o m a n  a n d  h e r  s e e d .

I t  is  d ifficu lt  t o  a cce p t  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e  h e a d  o f t h e  

s e r p en t  fo r m a lly  m e a n s  t h e  s in , b r o u gh t  in t o  t h e  w o r ld  b y  

t h e  s e r p e n t . I t  p o in t s  r a th e r  t o  t h e  d o m in io n  o f t h e  d e vil 

e s t a b lis h e d  b y  s in , a n d  o n ly in d ir ect ly t o  t h a t  s in  it s e lf a s  

t it le  a n d  m e a n s  fo r  t h is  d o m in io n . O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , t h e  

m e a n in g  o f t h e  t e x t  b e co m e s  m o r e  n a tu r a l a n d  s ign ifica n t  

if b y t h e s e e d  o f t h e s e r p e n t is u n d e r s t o o d , n o t s in n e r s , 

b u t  t h e  s in  it s e lf, in  p a r t icu la r  t h e  s in  o f t h is (  t e r r e s t r ia l  )  

w o r ld  w h ich , t h r o u gh  t h e  m e d iu m  o f t h e  fir s t  w o m a n , is  

b o r n  fr o m  it  in  Ad a m ; in  o t h e r  w o r d s , t h e  s in  o f m a n k in d  

in  t h e  s e n s e  o f R o m . 5 :12  a n d  J o h n  1:2 9 , b y  w h ich  a n d  in  

w h ich  a ll m a n k in d  fa lls  u n d e r  t h e  d o m in io n  o f t h e  d e vil. 

H o w e ve r , fo r o u r  p u r p o s e e ve n  t h is e xp la n a t io n  is u n 

n e ce s s a r y.

U n d e r t h is s u p p o s it io n , M a r y in  u n io n  w it h  Ch r is t is  

p la ce d  in  o p p o s it io n  t o  t h e  d e vil, a n d  t h e y a r e  a  h u m a n  

co u p le  w h o m  h e  w o u ld  a s s a il in d e e d , b u t  w h o m , u n lik e  

t h a t fir s t co u p le , h e  w o u ld  fa il t o co n q u e r ; o n  t h e co n 

t r a r y, h e  w o u ld  h im s e lf s u ffe r  d e fe a t  a t  t h e ir  h a n d s . Ac 

co r d in g t o  t h e  o r igin a l t e xt  t h e  victo r y o ve r  t h e d e vil is  

a s cr ib e d  in  t h e  fir s t  p la ce  t o  Ch r is t , a s  a  w o r k  o f H is  o w n  

p o w e r . St ill, in  t h a t  e n m ity t h e w o m a n  ge n e r a lly co m e s  

fir s t , b e ca u s e  t h e  vict o r y o f t h e  d e vil h a d  fir s t  t o  b e  fr u s 

t r a t e d  in  t h e  w o m a n  a n d  t h r o u gh  h e r  t u r n e d  in t o  s h a m e , 

s in ce  t h e  vict o r y  w a s  fir s t  ga in ed  o ve r  t h e  w o m a n , a n d  a t 

t a in e d  it s e xt e n s io n  t h r o u gh  h e r . So u n co n q u e r a b le  a n d  
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victo r io u s  a n  e n m ity in  u n io n  w it h  Ch r is t , b y w h ich  t h e  

< I  e vil h a d  t o  b e  p u n is h e d  fo r  t h e  s e d u ct io n  o f m a n  a n d  h a d  

e s p e cia lly t o b e p u t t o s h a m e fo r t h e d e ce p t io n  o f t h e  

w o m a n , e vid e n t ly p r e clu d e s  o n  M a r y’s p a r t  a n y co n n e c

t io n  w h a t s o e ve r  w it h  t h e d e vil o r a n y s u b je ct io n  t o h is  

p o w e r . I t  r a th e r  d e m a n d s  t h a t , fr o m  t h e fir s t  m o m en t  o f 

h e r e xis t e n ce , M a r y w it h  Ch r is t w a s e xem p t fr o m  a ll 

d o m in a t io n  o f t h e E vil O n e .

T h is  p r o m is e  o f a  co m p le t e a n d  p e r m a n e n t  u n io n  b e 

t w e e n  M a r y a n d  Ch r is t fin d s co n fir m a t io n  in  t h e  s a lu t a -  

I io n  o f E liza b e t h , in  w h ich , a s “b le s s e d  a m o n g w o m e n ,” 

M a r y is  u n it e d  w it h  t h e  “b le s s e d  fr u it  o f h e r  w o m b .” 3 I n  

co n n e ct io n  w it h  t h e  p r o t e va n ge liu m  e s p e cia lly, m u s t  t h is  

co m m u n it y o f b le s s in gs  b e  co n ce ive d  a s  a  co m m u n it y o f 

p e r m a n e n t b le s s in g , in a s m u ch  a s it fo r m s a  co m m u n it y 

lo r  t h e  im p a r t in g o f gr a ce . H a d  M a r y, lik e  o t h e r  w o m e n , 

b e e n  s u b je ct  t o  t h e  cu r s e  fo r  e ve n  a n  in s t a n t , t h is  cla im  t o  

a n  e m p h a t ic u n io n  o f h e r b le s s in g w it h  t h a t o f Ch r is t  

w o u ld  h a ve  b e e n  illo g ica l.

H e n ce , in co n n e ct io n w it h b o t h t e x t s , t h e e xp r e s s  

m e a n in g o f t h e “H a il, fu ll o f gr a ce ” in t h e s a lu t a t io n  

o f t h e a n ge l is s o cle a r ly d e fin e d  t h a t t h e p e r m a n e n ce  

o f t h e s t a t e  o f gr a ce m u s t n e ce s s a r ily b e in clu d e d . F o r  

o n ly t h r o u gh  t h a t s t a t e o f gr a ce ca n  M a r y a p p e a r w it h  

a n d  n e xt  t o  Ch r is t , a s t h e  t r iu m p h a n t  va n q u is h e r o f t h e  

d e vil a n d  t h e s o u r ce o f b le s s in g t o m e n . An d , a s h a s  

b e e n  o b s e r ve d  a b o ve , t h e G r e e k e xp r e s s io n  fo r  “fu ll o f 

gr a ce ” is  s t ill clea r e r  a n d  m o r e  s ign ifica n t . I t  ch a r a ct e r ize s  

M a r y b r ie fly a s t h e p e r s o n t o w h o m  gr a ce h a s b e e n  

gr a n t e d , i.e ., o n e  o f w h o m  gr a ce  h a s  t a k e n  p o s s e ss io n  in  

a  u n iq u e  a n d  p e r fe ct  m a n n e r .

• Luke 1:42.
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T h e  e xp r e s s io n , “d ie  Lo r d  is  w it h  t h e e ,” h a s  a  m e a n in g  

e q u a lly co m p r e h e n s ive . U n d e r  t h e  cir cu m s t a n ce s  it  m u s t  

n e ce ss a r ily s ign ify b o t h  a p e r m a n e n t u n io n  w it h  G o d  

a n d  a  p e r m a n e n t a n d  m o s t p e r fe ct p r o t e ct io n  o f G o d . 

All t h e s e t e x t s t a k e n  t o ge t h e r  a s cr ib e t o d ie M o t h e r  o f 

Ch r is t a t le a s t s u ch  a n  e xce p t io n a l p o s it io n  t h a t  p e r m a 

n e n t  fr e e d o m  fr o m  s in  m u s t  b e  p r e s u m ed , s o lo n g a s it  

is n o t p r o ve d  b y m a n ife s t  a n d  s p e cia l r e a s o n s d ia t t h is  

p r ivile ge  is n o n -e xis t e n t . Su ch  r e a s o n s  d o  n o t e xis t . T h e  

o n ly t e m p o r a r y a n d  p a r t ly in t e r r u p t e d  e ccle s ia s t ica l co n 

ce p t io n  o f d ie s e  t e x t s s p e a k s r a t h e r  a ga in s t t h e  lim it in g  

o f t h e ir  n a t u r a l im p o r t .

H e r e  b e lo n g  t h o se  t w o  t e x t s  fr o m  t h e  Ca n t ic le  o f Ca n 

t ic le s , w h ich , in  figu r e , d ir e ct ly a n d  d e fin it e ly d e s cr ib e  

M a r y’s o r ig in . I n  t h e  fir s t , t h e “b le s s e d  a m o n g w o m e n ,” 

in  co n t r a d is t in ct io n  t o o d ie r w o m e n , is p r e s e n t e d  a s a  

“lily a m o n g t h o r n s ,” lik e  Ch r is t  a s  t h e  a p p le - t r e e  a m o n g  

t h e  fr u it le s s  t r e e s o f t h e fo r e s t . I n  t h e s e co n d , M a r y, a s  

d is t in gu is h e d  fr o m  d ie  r e s t  o f m a n k in d  t o  w h o m  gr a ce  is  

gr a n t e d , is d e s cr ib e d  u n d e r t h e figu r e o f t h e “m o r n in g  

r is in g,” a s  a n  a lt o ge t h e r  h e a ve n ly b e in g  o f ligh t . 4

T o t h e s e t e x t s b e lo n g a ls o d io s e w h ich  w e r e a lw a ys  

a p p lie d  t o M a r y, viz., t h o s e r e fe r r in g t o t h e o r igin  a n d  

b e a u ty o f t h e Ch u r ch .8 O n  a cco u n t o f t h e o r ga n ic a n d  

m u tu a l r e la t io n  b e t w e e n  M a r y a n d  t h e  Ch u r ch , t h e y ca n  

r igh t ly a n d  w it h  p e r fe ct  t r u t h  b e  a p p lie d  t o  t h e  M o d ie r  

o f G o d  a s w e ll. U n d e r s t o o d  in  t h is w a y, t h e y s t r ik in gly  

e xp r e s s M a r y’s u t t e r a n d  o r igin a l s t a in le s s n es s . As t h e  

Ch u r ch , in  t h is  co n n e ct io n , is  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  b r id e  w h o  

is  s a n ct ifie d  b e ca u se  o f h e r  o r igin  fr o m  Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice , 

o r  b y “h e r co m in g fr o m  Lib a n o n ,” a n d  w h o in  co n s e -

4 Cant. 2:2  f.; 6:9.

6 Cant. 3:6; 4:1 ff.



D O GM A O F IM M A CU LA TE CO N CEPTIO N 61

< ( iien ce is a ll b e a u t ifu l a n d  im m a cu la t e ; s o M a r y, t h e  

p e r s o n a l p r o to t yp e  o f t h e  Ch u r ch , m u s t  lik e w is e  b e  co n 

s id e r e d  a s s a n ct ifie d  in  a n d  b y h e r  p e r s o n a l o r igin  fr o m  

< io d , a n d  t h is n o t a s b e in g p u r ifie d  la t e r , b u t  a s s p o t le s s  

I r o m  t h e  b e gin n in g, h e n ce  a  p e r fe ct ly im m a cu la t e  b r id e . 

11è r e a ls o  t h e  figu r e s  o f t h e  “ga r d e n  e n clo s e d ” a n d  “t h e  

fo u n t a in  s e a le d  u p ” s ign ify  t h e  p e r m a n e n t , co m p le t e , t h e  

s p ir it u a lly  p u r e  a n d  in vio la t e  s t a t e  o f M a r y’s s o u l, r a th e r  

I lia n  t h e vir gin it y o f h e r  b o d y.®  At  t h e s a m e t im e t h e y  

s h o w  cle a r ly h o w  M a r y ’s e ve r  in vio la t e  p u r it y is clo s e ly  

h o u n d  u p  w it h  h e r  p o s it io n  a s  m o th e r  o f t h e  life  o f gr a ce .

F r o m  d ie  b e gin n in g o f t h e co n t r o ve r s y t h e  a d vo ca t e s  

o f t h e  I m m a cu la t e  Co n cep t io n , w it h  s p e cia l p r e d ile ct io n ,  

u s e d  t h e  t e x t s  fr o m  t h e  p s a lm s  r e fe r r in g  t o  t h e  e s t a b lis h 

m e n t , s a n ct ifica t io n , a n d  p r o t e ct io n  o f t h e h o ly cit y a n d  

t h e  t e m p le  o f G o d . I n  t h is  w a y t h e  in h e r e n t  n e ce s s it y  a n d  

fit n e s s o f M a r y’s p e r m a n e n t h o lin e s s w a s b r o u gh t o u t  

m o r e  cle a r ly. Am o n g  o t h e r s , t h e  ch a r m in g  figu r e  o f E s t h e r  

m igh t a ls o  b e  u s e d  a s a n  e xe ge t ica l d e m o n s t r a t io n . P a s -  

s a g lia  u s e d  it  le a r n e d ly.7 T h e  e vid e n t ly t yp ica l p s a lm  117  

m o s t  p r o b a b ly  h a s  a s  it s  s u b je ct  t h e  lib e r a t io n  o f d ie  J e w s  

I > y M a r d o ch a i a n d  E s d ie r . T h e  Ap o s t le  s e e m s  a ls o  t o  h a ve  

b o r r o w e d  fr o m  t h e fr u s t r a t io n  o f Am a n ’s e vil p lo t t h e  

co lo r s w it h  w h ich  h e p a in t s t h e vict o r y o f Ch r is t o ve r  

t h e  d e vil. I f t h e  w h o le  h is t o r y is  t a k e n  a s t yp ica l, E s t h e r  

m u s t  b e  a  figu r e  o f M a r y. As  s u ch  s h e  a p p e a r s  e s p e cia lly  

in  d ie  w o r d s  o f t h e  k in g: “T h o u  s h a lt  n o t  d ie : fo r  t h is  la w  

is  n o t  m a d e  fo r  t h e e , b u t  fo r  a ll o d ie r s .” 8

” Cant. 4:12. See the beautiful application of this text in Pseudo-Jerom e, 

Epist. Cogitis me (5th lesson of the office on D ecem ber 8); PL, X X X, 131.

7 Passaglia, op. cit., sec. 5, c. 3, w ho cham pions ( art. 1 and 2  ) the explana

tion of Ps. 117 and Col. 2:13-16  as given in the text.

8 Esther 25:13.
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Th e  T e a c h in g  o f  T r a d i t io n  P r io r  

t o  t h e  C o n t r o v e r s y

T h e  t e s t im o n y  o f t r a d it io n  fo r  t h e  d o ct r in e  m u s t  n o t  b e  

lim it e d  t o t h o s e t e x t s w h ich  m o r e o r  le s s e m p h a t ica lly  

e lu cid a t e t h e p u r e o r igin  o f M a r y. I n  t h e fir s t  p la ce  t h e  

u n ive r s a l p r e s e n t a t io n  o f M a r y’s  h o lin e s s  a n d  o f h e r  p o s i

t io n  in  t h e o r d e r o f gr a ce , w h ich  d o m in a t e s t h e e n t ir e  

t r a d it io n , m u s t b e  p o in t e d  o u t . I t  co n t a in s  t w o  t h o u gh t s  

in  p a r t icu la r , w h ich  a lw a ys  a n d  e ve r yw h e r e  w e r e  a t  le a s t  

fu n d a m e n t a lly a ck n o w led ge d , a n d  w h ich  e vid e n t ly in 

clu d e  t h e  in it ia l fr e e d o m  fr o m  o r ig in a l s in : 1. t h e  t h o u gh t  

o f t h e co m p le t e  a n d  p e r fe ct  p u r it y a n d  s t a in le s s n e s s  o f 

t h e  vir g in a l M o t h e r  o f G o d ; 2 . t h e  t h o u gh t  o f t h e  n e w  a n d  

b e t t e r  E ve , t h a t  is , t h e  b r id e  o f t h e  d ivin e  Ad a m  a n d  t h e  

h e a ve n ly m o t h e r o f m a n k in d .

I t  ca n  a ls o  b e  s h o w n  t h a t  a s  e a r ly a s  t h e  fo u r t h  ce n tu r y 

t h e b e lie f in  M a r y’s o r igin a l fr e e d o m  fr o m  t h e s in  o f 

Ad a m  w a s  d e e p - r o o te d  in  t h e  co n s cio u s n e s s  o f t h e  Ch u r ch  

a n d  e ve n  o f t h e  p e o p le  in  m o s t  w id e ly s e p a r a t e d  s e ct io n s  

o f t h e  Ch u r ch . I n  a ll t h e  E a s t e r n  Ch u r ch e s  t h is  b e lie f co n 

t in u e d  w it h o u t  co n t r a d ict io n . I t  is e vid e n ce d  in  t h e  fe a s t  

o f t h e Co n ce p t io n  o f St . An n , a cce p t e d  a t a  ve r y e a r ly  

d a t e , a n d  in  n u m e r o u s  d o gm a t ic  d o cu m e n t s . La t e r , in  t h e  

W e s t , t h o u gh  fe w e r  t r a ce s  a r e  fo u n d  o f t h is  b e lie f, t h e r e  

is  n o  e m p h a t ic d e n ia l o f it  t ill t h e  t w e lfth  ce n t u r y w h e n , 

w it h  t h e  a t t e m p t s  t o  in t r o d u ce  t h e  fe a s t  o f t h e  Co n ce p t io n  

o f M a r y, t h e fa m o u s co n t r o ve r s y o n  t h is s u b je ct w a s  

e vo k e d  b y  t h e  s e e m in g  co n t r a d ic t io n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p u r p o r t  

o f t h is  fe a s t  a n d  t h e  d o gm a  o f t h e  u n ive r s a lit y  o f o r igin a l 

s in .

1. T h e fir s t id e a  w h ich  is h e r e co n s id e r e d , r e ga r d in g  
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t h e co m p le t e  a n d  p e r fect p u r it y o f t h e M o t h e r o f G o d , 

fin d s e xp r e s s io n  in  t h is s e n t e n ce  o f St . An s e lm  9 a t t h e  

b e gin n in g o f t h e b u ll Ineffabilis: “I t w a s fit t in g t h a t a  

p u r it y, gr e a t e r  t h a n  w h ich  ca n n o t b e fo u n d  o u t s id e o f 

G o d , s h o u ld  s h in e in  t h e  Vir g in . F o r , t o  t h e  Vir g in , G o d  

t h e  F a t h e r  d e cr e e d  t o  give  H is  o n ly So n  w h o m , b e go t t e n  

fr o m  H im s e lf a s H is e q u a l, H e  h e a r t ily lo ve d  a s H im 

s e lf; a n d  fr o m  t h e Vir g in  t h e H o ly G h o s t w ille d  a n d  

e ffe ct e d , t h a t  t h is o n ly b e go t t e n  So n  o f t h e F a th e r  fr o m  

w h o m  H e H im s e lf p r o ce ed e d , s h o u ld  b e  co n ce ive d  a n d  

b o r n .” T h is s e n t e n ce  is o n ly t h e e ch o o f a  h o s t o f w it 

n e s s e s fr o m  fo r m e r  ce n t u r ie s w h o , in s is t in g o n  t h e a p 

p r o p r ia t e n e s s , o r  r a t h e r , t h e  id e a l n e ce s s it y  o f t h is  q u a lit y, 

a d vo ca t e d  t h e  r e a lit y  o f t h is  e xa lt e d  a n d  d ivin e  p u r it y  a n d  

a t t e s t e d  t h e ir  co n vict io n s in  m a n ifo ld  e xp r e s s io n s , co lo r 

in gs , figu r e s  a n d  co m p a r is o n s .10  An d  t h e y ga ve  n o  in d ica -  

t  io n  t h a t  t h is  p u r it y  w o u ld  s u b s e q u e n t ly  b e  r a is e d  t o  s u ch  

a  le ve l a s  w o u ld  s u p p o s e  s o m e  p r e vio u s  d e fic ie n cy, t h o u gh  

s o m e  s u ch  s u gge s t io n  m a y p o s s ib ly b e  fo u n d  in  t h e  w r it 

in gs  o f St . An s e lm  h im s e lf.11

O f it s e lf it  is co n ce iva b le , s o  t h e  o p p o n en t s o f t h e  d o c 

t r in e t h o u gh t , t h a t , w it h a s u b s e q u e n t s a n ct ifica t io n , 

t h e r e co u ld  b e  q u e s t io n  o f a  co m p le t e  p u r it y w h ich  e x 

ce lle d  e ve n  t h a t  o f t h e  a n ge ls , viz., in  s o  fa r  a s  t h is  p u r it y  

is co n t a in e d  fo r m a lly a n d  d ir e ct ly in  t h e  h igh e s t d e gr e e  

o f t h e  p o s it ive  h o lin e s s  o n ce  r e ce ive d . St ill, w it h  t h is  s u b 

lim e go d lik e  p u r it y, a n d  e s p e cia lly w it h  a b s o lu t e s t a in 

le s s n e s s , w e  in vo lu n t a r ily t h in k  o f e n d u r in g  p u r it y. W it h  

t h is d ie  o p p o n e n t s  t h e m s e lve s  co n n e ct e d  t h e  id e a , w h e n  

t h e y co n s id e r e d p e r m a n e n t fr e e d o m  fr o m  a ll p e r s o n a l

• St. A nselm , De conceptu virginali, chap. 18; PL, CLV III, 451.
10 See Passaglia, op. cit., the w hole of sec. 2.

11 O n  St. A nselm ’s attitude, see Le Bachelet, op. cit. 
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s in s  a s d u e  t o  t h e  p u r it y o f t h e M o t h e r  o f G o d , o r  w h e n  

t h e y co n ce d e d h e r t h is p r ivile ge . Co n s e q u e n t ly t h e y  

s h o u ld  h a ve e it h e r  a cce p t ed  p e r m a n e n t fr e e d o m  fr o m  

o r igin a l s in , o r a b a n d o n e d t h e p r o o f w h ich  t h e y d r e w  

fr o m  t h is p r in cip le  fo r  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  fr e e d o m  fr o m  a c 

t u a l s in s . So  lo n g a s  t h e y d id  n o t  d o  t h is , a n d  t h e  id e a  o f 

d o in g s o o ccu r r e d  t o  n o  o n e , t h e y t h e m s e lve s b o r e  w it 

n e s s t o t h e u n co n d it io n a l a n d  co m p le t e va lid it y o f t h e  

p r in cip le .

I t  is  e vid e n t  fr o m  t h e  fo llo w in g  p o in t s , t h a t , in  t h e  s e n s e  

o f t r a d it io n , t h e  p e r m a n e n t  fr e e d o m  fr o m  all s in s  is  co n 

t a in e d  in  t h e  t it le  o f M a r y’s im m a cu la t e n e s s :

a . I m m a cu la t e n e s s is a lw a ys a s cr ib e d t o M a r y a s t o  

t h e p e r p e t u a l vir g in . I t  t h u s fo r m s a  w h o le  w it h  b o d ily  

in t e gr it y a n d  m u s t , t h e r e fo r e , b e  u n d e r s t o o d  in  t h e  s a m e  

w a y, n a m e ly, a s e xclu d in g e ve r y vio la t io n  o r s t a in . St . 

Am b r o se  w r it e s : “Se e k  t h y s h e e p , n o t  t h r o u gh  t h y m a n 

s e r va n t s n o r t h r o u gh  t h y h ir e lin gs , b u t b y t h ys e lf. R e 

ce ive  m e  in  t h a t  fle s h  w h ich  fe ll in  Ad a m  (b y a s s u m in g  

m y fle s h , b u t ) r e ce ive  m e  n o t  fr o m  Sa r a  b u t  fr o m  M a r y, 

b e ca u s e  s h e  is  a  vir g in  n o t  o n ly  u n co r r u p t e d ,  b u t  a  vir g in  

u n to u ch ed  b y a ll s t a in  o f s in .”  T h e m e a n in g o f t h is  

t u r n  o f p h r a s e ca n  b e r e n d e r e d  in  d iffe r e n t w a ys . T h e  

s im p le s t  is t h is : b e ca u s e  s h e  fr o m  w h o m  t h o u  t a k e s t  m e  

is o b vio u s ly o r  t o s u ch  a  d e gr e e  a n  u n co r r u p t e d  vir g in , 

n o t  o n ly b e ca u s e  o f h e r  co r p o r e a l in co r r u p t io n , b u t  a ls o

12

12 St. A m brose, Quaerere ovem tuam jam non per servulos, non per mer
cenarios sed per temetipsum. Suscipe me in ( ipsa ) came quae in Adam lapsa 

est (assumendo carnem meam; sed) suscipe me non ex Sara sed ex Maria, 
ut incorrupta sit virgo, sed virgo ab omni integra labe peccati. The m eaning  

of this sentence can  be given as: ut scilicet or adeo et ea, ex qua me suscipis, 
incorrupta sit virgo, non solum incorruptione corporis sed etiam omni modo 

incorruptione mentis et animae; but also as: eo fine, ut ovis perdita fiat virgo 

incorrupta. St. A mbrose, Exposit. in Ps. 118, sermo 22, no. 30 (text of psalm  

is verse 176); PL, X V , 1521. Cf. Le Bachelet, op. cit., 882. 
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b e ca u s e o f h e r  t o t a l in co r r u p t io n  o f m in d  a n d  h e a r t . I n  

I h is  ca s e  M a r y is  t h e  d ir e ct  s u b je ct . I f it  is  e xp la in e d  t h u s :  

t o t h e e n d , t h a t t h e lo s t s h e e p  m a y b e co m e a n  u n co r -  

u ip t e d  vir g in , it p r e s e n t s M a r y a s t h e s im p ly in vio la t e  

s t a n d a r d  o f in vio la b ilit y.

b . T h is im m a cu la t e n e s s is a s cr ib e d  t o  M a r y a s a n  a t -  

I r ib u t e  w h ich  s h e  a lo n e , o f t h e  h u m a n  r a ce , p o s s e s s e s in  

co m m o n  w it h  Ch r is t . St . E p h r a em  s a ys  : “T h o u , Lo r d , a n d  

I h y  m o t h e r , yo u  a lo n e  a r e  p e r fe ct ly  h o ly; fo r  in  t h e e , Lo r d , 

t h e r e  is  n o  s t a in , n o r  is  t h e r e  a n y  b le m is h  in  t h y  m o t h e r .”  

1 n  a  s in gu la r  m a n n e r  h e r  im m a cu la t e n e s s is r e p r e s e n t e d  

a s  s im ila r  t o  t h a t  o f Ch r is t . St . Be r n a r d  w r it e s : “I n  o r d e r  

t o  b e co m e  m a n , t h e  Cr e a to r  o f t h e  h u m a n  r a ce  h a d  t o  b e  

b o r n  o f a  h u m a n  b e in g , a n d  H e  h a d  t o s e le ct fo r  H im 

s e lf s u ch  a h u m a n  b e in g , in d e e d  h a d  t o fo r m  s u ch  a  

m o t h e r , a s  H e  k n e w  t o  b e  fit t in g  a n d  p le a s in g  t o  H im s e lf. 

W h e n ce  H e  w ille d  h e r  t o  b e  a  vir gin , in  o r d e r  t h a t  H e  w h o  

is im m a cu la t e H im s e lf, co u ld  p r o ce e d  fr o m  s u ch  a n  im 

m a cu la t e  w o m a n .”  I n  t h a t  w a y H e  w ille d  t h a t  t h e  im 

m a cu la t e n e s s  o f t h e  La m b  o f G o d  s h o u ld  b e  e xt e n d e d  t o  

M a r y a s t h e  im m a cu la t e  agna o r  in n o ce n t  d o ve .

13

14

18

c. M a r y’s s t a in le s sn e s s is co m p a r ed  t o t h e in co r r u p t 

ib ilit y o f t h e G o d h e a d , a ls o t o  t h a t o f t h e H o ly G h o s t ,  

w it h  w h o m  M a r y  co o p e r a t e d  in  t h e  p r o d u ct io n  o f t h e  im 

m a cu la t e Ch r is t . St . H ip p o lyt u s w r it e s : “F u r t h e r m o r e , 

t h e  ch e s t  m a d e  o f u n p e r is h a b le  w o o d  w a s  t h e  ve r y  Sa vio r .  

F o r , b y t h is ch e s t is in d ica t e d  t h e  t a b e r n a cle , fr e e  fr o m  

d e ca y  a n d  co r r u p t io n , w h ich  d id  n o t  b r in g  fo r t h  a n y co r 

r u p t io n  o f s in . . . . Acco r d in g  t o  H is  h u m a n  n a t u r e , t h a t

15 St. Ephraem  Syrus, Carmina Nisibena, edited  by  Bickell (Leipzig, 1866), 
p. 122.

14 St. Bernard, Hom. 2 super Missus est; PL, CLX X X III, 61.

15 See Passaglia, op. cit., nos. 384  ff.

/
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is , fr o m  t h e Vir gin  a n d  t h e H o ly G h o s t , t h e Lo r d , fr e e  

fr o m  s in , w a s  m a d e  o f w o o d  fr e e  fr o m  p u t r e fa ct io n , a n d  

lin e d  in s id e  a n d  o u t , s o  t o  s p e a k , w it h  t h e  p u r e s t  go ld  o f 

t h e  W o r d  o f G o d .” 18

d . F r o m  t im e im m e m o r ia l, M a r y’s s p o t le s s n e s s h a s  

h a d  a s it s figu r e  a n d  s ym b o l t h e im m a cu la t e  e a r t h  fr o m  

w h ich  Ad a m  w a s  fo r m e d . I n  t h e  fir s t  p la ce , t h is w a s  a p 

p lie d  t o h e r co r p o r e a l vir g in it y, b u t t h e fr e e d o m  fr o m  

G o d ’s cu r s e o f t h e n e w ly cr e a t e d  e a r t h  is o f co u r s e  a ls o  

co n s id e r e d . So  a t  le a s t , fa r  b a ck  in  t h e  a n cie n t  a cco u n t  o f 

t h e  m a r tyr d o m  o f St . An d r e w , in  t h e  d is co u r s e  o f T h e o -  

d o tu s  o f An cyr a  a t t h e  Co u n cil o f E p h e s u s ,  a n d  in  t h e  

Syn o d ica  o f t h e Co u n cil o f F r a n k fu r t , w e  r e a d : “Ch r is t  

is b o r n  o f t h e Vir g in , in d e e d  o f a  b e t t e r  e a r t h  w h ich  is  

a n im a t e d  a s w e ll a s im m a cu la t e .” 18 I n  s o  fa r  a s M a r y’s  

s t a in le s s n es s  is a t t h e s a m e t im e t h e im m a cu la t e n e s s o f 

t h e h o ly d w e llin g o f Ch r is t  a n d  G o d , it is p r e s e n t e d  b y  

t h e im m a cu la t e n e s s  o f p a r a d is e  19 a n d  o f h e a ve n , a n d  it  

fin d s it s a n a lo gy in t h e im m a cu la t e n e ss o f t h e livin g  

h e a ve n s , t h e  h o ly a n ge ls .2 0

17

e . F in a lly, in  e ccle s ia s t ica l p a r la n ce M a r y’s im m a cu 

la t e n e s s  is  o n  a  le ve l w it h  t h e  vir g in a l im m a cu la t e n e ss  o f 

t h e Ch u r ch . By t h is is u n d e r s t o o d  n o t t h e im m a cu la t e 

n e s s o f t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e Ch u r ch , w h ich  is s o u gh t  

t h r o u gh  p u r ifica t io n  (E p h e s . 5 :2 7) , b u t  t h e  o r ig in a l a n d  

u n im p ea ch a b le p u r ity o f t h e  Ch u r ch  h e r s e lf a s  p r in cip le

18 St. H ippolytus, Or. in illud Ps. 22, Dominus pascit me, PG, X , 609 (ed

ited by Bonwetsch, I, 146  f. ), kept by Theodoret, Erasnites, Dial. 1; PG, 
LXX XIII, 85-88.

17 Theodotus of A ncyra, Hom. I, 1; PG, LVII, 1349; cf. Hom. 6, no. 6; 

PG, LXX V II, 1416 (M igne gives only the Latin text).
>» PL, CI, 1340.

10 See Passaglia, op. cit., nos. 553  ff.

’ο Ibid., nos. 1317 ff.
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m id in s t r u m e n t o f s a n ct ifica t io n . St . Au gu s t in e s a ys :  

Am o n g  t h e  s o n s  o f m e n , t h e  s o n  o f M a r y, t h e  b r id e gr o o m  

d l t h e  Ch u r ch , w h ich  H e  m a d e  s im ila r  t o  H is  M o th e r , is  

( o in e ly  in  fo r m . F o r  H e  m a d e  h e r  o u r  m o t h e r , w h ile  k e e p 

in g h e r a s vir g in fo r H im s e lf. . . . W h e r e fo r e in t h e  

( , 'h u r ch  a s in  M a r y t h e r e is p e r p e tu a l in t e gr it y a n d  u n 

co r r u p t e d  fe cu n d it y.” 2 1

T h e r e fo r e , it  is  b u t  a  t r u e  r e fle ct io n  o f a n cie n t  t r a d it io n ,  

w h e n  t h e  b r ie f, Cogitis m e, e xp la in s  in  t h is  w a y t h e  w o r d s  

o f t h e Ca n t ic le o f Ca n t icle s , “Co m e , m y d o ve , m y s p o t 

le s s o n e ,” r e fe r r in g t o M a r y in  t h is w a y: “D is p la yin g a  

d o ve lik e  s im p licit y in  a ll t h in gs , s h e  w a s  m a d e  b e a u t ifu l 

b y h e r  m a n y m e r ito r io u s  vir t u e s  a n d  m a d e  m o r e  b e a u t ifu l 

t h a n  w h it e n e d  s n o w  b y t h e gift s o f t h e H o ly G h o s t ; b e 

ca u s e , w h a te ve r  w a s w r o u gh t  in  h e r , w a s a ll p u r it y a n d  

s im p licit y, a ll t r u th  a n d  gr a ce , a ll m e r cy a n d  ju s t ice , a n d  

h e n ce  s h e  is  im m a cu la t e , b e ca u s e  s h e  is  n o t  co r r u p t e d  in  

a n yth in g .” 2 2 Co n s e q u e n t ly, if fr o m  t h e s im p le t it le o f 

M a r y’s im m a cu la t e n es s  t h e im m a cu la t e n e s s o f h e r co n 

ce p t io n  a ls o  ca n n o t  b e  d e d u ce d , a s is s o m e t im e s d o n e , it  

is  e q u a lly  w r o n g  t o  m a in t a in  w it h  P e ta viu s , t h a t  fr o m  t h is  

t it le  n o  a r gu m e n t  w h a t e ve r  ca n  b e  d r a w n .

M a r y’s  u n ive r s a l a n d  p e r m a n e n t  im m u n it y fr o m  a ll s in , 

e s p e cia lly h e r e xcep t io n a l p o s it io n a m o n g s in fu l h u 

m a n it y, is fu n d a m e n t a lly fo r m u la t e d  in  t h e w e ll-k n o w n  

w o r d s  o f St . Au gu s t in e : “W h e r e fo r e , w it h  t h e  e xcep t io n  

o f t h e Bles s e d  Vir gin  M a r y, r e ga r d in g w h o m , b e ca u s e  

o f t h e  h o n o r  o f G o d , I d o  n o t  w is h  t o  a s k  a  s in g le q u e s -  

lio n  co n ce r n in g  s in ,—fo r  w h e n ce  d o  w e  k n o w  t h a t m o r e  

gr a ce  t o  co n q u e r  s in  fr o m  e ve r y s id e  w a s  b e s t o w e d  u p o n

«  St. A ugustine, Sermo 195, no. 2; PL, X XX VIH, 1018.

** Pseudo-Jerom e, Epist. Cogitis me; PL, X X X, 131. 
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h e r  w h o  m e r it e d  t o co n ce ive  a n d  b e a r  H im  o f w h o m  it  

is ce r t a in  t h a t H e  w a s w it h o u t  a ll s in ?—t h e r e fo r e , w it h  

t h e e xcep t io n  o f t h is Vir gin , if w e  co u ld  co n gr e ga t e a ll 

t h o se  h o ly m e n  a n d  w o m e n , a t  t h e t im e  t h e y live d  h e r e  

b e lo w , a n d  in t e r r o ga t e t h e m  w h e t h e r  t h e y w e r e  w it h o u t  

s in , w h a t d o w e t h in k w o u ld b e t h e ir a n s w e r ? . . . 

W o u ld  t h e y n o t e xcla im  w it h  o n e vo ice : I f w e  s a y t h a t  

w e  h a ve n o s in , w e  d e ce ive  o u r se lve s , a n d  t r u th  is n o t  

in  u s .” 2 3  T h is  is  a n  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  r e m a r k  o f P e la g iu s , t h a t , 

a cco r d in g t o t h e Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s , m a n y o f t h e  ju s t  o f 

t h e  O ld  T e s t a m e n t  live d  w it h o u t  s in , p a r t icu la r ly, h o w 

e ve r , ' t h e m o t h e r  o f o u r  Lo r d  a n d  Sa vio r , fo r  p ie t y d e 

m a n d s t h a t s h e b e  a ck n o w le d ge d  t o  b e w it h o u t s in .” 2 4  

T h e  r e a l p o in t  a t  is s u e  h e r e  is , n o  d o u b t , t h e  fr e e d o m  fr o m  

p e r so n a l s in s ; b u t t h e p r o n o u n ce m e n t  o f t h e s a in t  m u s t  

n o t  n e ce s s a r ily b e  lim it e d  t o t h is . F o r , o n  t h e o n e  h a n d , 

in  t h e  co n t r o ve r s y  w it h  P e la g iu s , t h e  q u e s t io n  o f o r igin a l 

s in  r e m a in e d  a lw a ys in  t h e b a ck gr o u n d . O n  t h e o t h e r  

h a n d , t h e  r e a s o n  a s  w e ll a s  t h e  m a n n e r  o f M a r y’s e xe m p 

t io n  fr o m  s in  is e xp r e s s e d  s o e m p h a t ica lly a n d  s o ge n 

e r a lly, t h a t  it  e m b r a ce s  e ve r y k in d  o f s in . T h e r e fo r e  t h is  

s p e cia l q u e s t io n  is s o lve d  b y a  ge n e r a l p r in cip le . M o r e 

o ve r , St . Au gu s t in e  s h o r t ly a ft e r  e xp la in s  t h a t , e s s e n t ia lly,  

it  m a t t e r s lit t le  w h e t h e r  o t h e r s , b e s id e s  M a r y, r e a lly  k e p t  

t h e m s e lve s fr e e fr o m  a ll s in , s o lo n g a s in  t h e m , a s in  

M a r y, t h e r e a s o n  fo r  t h is is a s cr ib e d  t o gr a ce .2 5 I f t h is  

r e m a r k  r e fe r r e d  o n ly t o  p e r s o n a l s in s , M a r y’s u n iq u e  a n d

28 St. A ugustine, De nat. et grat., c.36, no. 42; PL, X LIV , 267. See Le 

Bachelet, op. cit., sec. 883; B, Capelle, “La Pensée de S. A ugustin sur Tim m, 

conception,” in Rech, de théol. one. et méd., IV (1931), 361—70.

24 Pelagius, Liber de natura (fragm ents have been  collected  by  J. G arnier); 

PL, X LV III, 603; cited by St. A ugustine, op. cit.; PL, X LIV , 267.

25 St. A ugustine, op. cit.; PL, X LIV , 271. 



D O G M A O F IM M A CU LA TE CO N CEPTIO N 69

e xce p t io n a l p o s it io n , p r evio u s ly d e fe n d e d  b y St . Au gu s 

t in e , w o u ld  o b vio u s ly  b e  e lim in a t e d .

2 . T h e s e co n d  t r a d it io n a l t h o u gh t is t h e ch a r a ct e r  o f 

M a r y a s t h e  h e a ve n ly E ve . Sh e , t h e  b r id e  o f t h e  d ivin e  

Ad a m  a n d  t h e  h e a ve n ly m o th e r  o f m a n k in d , fo r m s  w it h  

( J ir is t  t h e  b e gin n in g , fo u n d a t io n s , a n d  r o o t  o f a  n e w  a n d  

h igh e r  cr e a t io n  o f G o d , w h e r e b y t h e fir s t w a s t o  b e  r e 

n e w e d  a n d  co m p le t ed . H e n ce , in  a n  a n a lo go u s  r e la t io n  o f 

r e s e m b la n ce a n d  co n t r a d is t in ct io n , s h e  s t a n d s t o  E ve  a s  

( lir is t  t o  Ad a m . ® O b vio u s ly t h is  t h o u gh t  n e ce s s a r ily im 

p lie s t h a t  M a r y, a lt h o u gh  d a u gh t e r  o f fa llen  E ve , co u ld  

n e it h e r r e s e m b le h e r  n o r in  a n y w a y b e d e p e n d e n t o n  

h e r . T h e  d ivin e  a ct io n  w h ich  gr a n te d  h e r  p e r s o n a l e xis t 

e n ce , p la ce d  h e r  in  o p p o s it io n  t o  t h e  fa lle n  E ve , a n d  co n 

s e q u e n t ly s h e  m u s t  b e  cr e a t e d  in  t h a t  s t a t e  o f h o lin e s s  a n d  

in n o ce n ce  in  w h ich  t h e  fir s t  E ve  w a s  cr e a t e d . O t h e r w is e  

t h e  p a r a lle l w o u ld  b e  in co m p le t e  a n d  u n n a t u r a l, a n d  t h e  

h e a ve n ly E ve  w o u ld  s e e m  le s s r ich ly e n d o w ed  t h a n  t h e  

fir s t .

2

Am o n g o t h e r s St . E p h r a e m  w r it e s : “E a ch  is m a d e  

e q u a lly  p u r e  a n d  gu ile le s s , b u t  E ve  b e ca m e  t h e  ca u s e  o f 

d e a t h ; M a r y, t h e ca u s e o f o u r  s a lva t io n .” 2 7 H e is e ve n  

m o r e d e t a ile d  in  t h e  s o m e w h a t  d a r in g figu r e  o f t h e  t w o  

e ye s : “I t  is  clea r  t h a t  M a r y  w a s  t h e  ga t e  t o  Ch r is t ’s  h e a ve n , 

b y  w h o s e  p r e s e n ce  o u r  h o p e  r e vive d , w h e n  b y  h e r  t h e  ligh t  

r e vis it e d  t h e  w o r ld  a n d  it s in h a b it a n t s , w h ich  ligh t  E ve , 

n s o r igin  o f a ll e vil, h a d  b a n is h e d . An d  if yo u  w is h  t o  b e 

co m e  a cq u a in t e d  w it h  t h e  m ys te r y o f e a ch , co n s id e r  t h e  

t w o  e ye s  o f a  b o d y, o n e  o f w h ich  lo s t it s ligh t b y b e in g

24 See infra, chap. 9

27 St. Ephraem  of Syria, Sermones exegetici, in  G en. 3:6; edited  by  A ssemani 

(Syr.-lat) (Rome, 1740), II, 327; cited by Le Bachelet, op. cit., sec. 880. 
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a ccid e n t a lly b lin d e d , m a k in g t h e o t h e r s h in e w it h  a  

b r igh t e r  ligh t  a n d  ca u s in g t h e  e ye  t o  t a k e  in  e ve r yt h in g . 

N o w , t a k e  a  lo o k  b a ck  a t  t h e  w o r ld . I t  r e ce ive d  t w o  e ye s :  

E ve , t h e le ft e ye , b e ca m e p la in ly b lin d e d ; M a r y, t h e  

r igh t  e ye , b e ca m e  b y t h a t  ca la m it y m o s t  b r igh t .” 2 8 T h e -  

o d o tu s  o f An cyr a  w r it e s : “I n  p la ce  o f t h e  vir gin  E ve , w h o  

b e ca m e  t o  u s  a n  in s t r u m e n t  o f d e a t h , G o d  ch o se  a  vir g in  

t o  give  life . T h is  vir g in  w a s  m o s t  p le a s in g  t o  H im  a n d  fu ll 

o f gr a ce . I n  life  t h is  w o m a n  w a s  a ve r s e  t o  t h e  in iq u it y o f 

t h e  fir s t  w o m a n . Sh e  is  a  vir gin , in n o ce n t  a n d  im m a cu la t e , 

h o ly in  m in d  a n d  b o d y, p r o d u ce d  a s  a  lily a m o n g t h o r n s ,  

w h o  k n e w  n o t  t h e  e vil o f E ve . . . w h o  w a s  a  d a u gh t e r  

o f Ad a m , b u t  u n lik e  h im .” 2 9

3 . At  a  ve r y e a r ly d a t e , o n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f t h e s e  fu n d a 

m e n t a l o b s e r va t io n s , t h e s p e cia l, clo s e ly a s s o cia t e d  id e a  

o f M a r y’s p u r it y in  h e r  o r ig in , o r  t h e  im m e d ia t e  u n io n  o f 

gr a ce  w it h  t h e cr e a t io n  o f h e r  s o u l r e ve a le d  it s e lf. T h u s  

in  t h e  La t in  Ch u r ch  o f t h e  fo u r t h  a n d  fift h  ce n tu r ie s , P e t e r  

Clir ys o lo gu s s p e a k s  o f M a r y in  h e r  o r ig in  a s  “w e d d e d  t o  

G o d .”  St . M a xim u s  o f T u r in  ca lls  h e r  a  “w o r th y d w e ll

in g o f G o d  b y vir t u e o f o r igin a l gr a ce .” H e w r it e s :  

“M a r y w a s  in d e e d  a  d w e llin g fit fo r  Ch r is t , n o t  b e ca u s e  

o f t h e  s t a t e  o f h e r  b o d y, b u t  b y vir t u e  o f o r igin a l gr a ce .” 

St . Am b r o s e p ictu r e s M a r y a s a “b e in g o f h e a ve n ly  

o r igin .” H e s a ys :  “W h e n ce t h is w o r k ? Ce r t a in ly n o t  

fr o m  t h is  w o r ld , b u t  fr o m  h e a ve n  Ch r is t  s e le ct e d  t h is  ve s -

3 0

8 1

3 2

28 Ibid., p. 329.

29 Theodotus of A ncrya, Hom. 6; PG, LX XV II, 1427; Jugie, art. “Im m. 

Cone.,” in Diet, de théol. cath., V II, 906  f„ gives the G reek text according 

to codex 1171 of the Bibliothèque nationale at Paris.
80 St. Peter Chrysologus, Sermo 140; PL, LII, 576.

81 St. M aximus of Turin, Hom. 6 ante natale Domini; PL, LVII, 235; cf. Le 

Bachelet, op. cit., 982.
82 St. A m brose, De instit. virg. ad Euseb., c. 5; PL, X VI, 313.
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· .< ·!, b y w h ich  H e  w a s t o  d e s ce n d ; H e  s e t  t h is t e m p le  o f 

ch a s t it y a p a r t  a s s a cr ed .”

T h e a u t h o r s o f h ym n s m o s t s t r ik in gly e xp r e s s e d  t h e  

co n t r a s t b e tw e e n  M a r y ’s p u r e  o r ig in  a n d  t h e  t a in t e d  o r 

ig in  o f t h e  r e s t  o f m a n k in d . I n  t h is  w a y Se d u liu s give s  u s  

(h e figu r e o f t h e r o s e w h ich  b lo o m s a m id  t h o r n s . G o d  

e ffe ct e d :

“T h a t , w h e n ce  

G u ilt  b r o u gh t  d e a th , t h e n ce  p ie ty m igh t  b r in g s a lva t io n , 

An d , a s  t h e  t e n d e r  r o s e  b lo o m s  a m id  s h a r p  t h o r n s ,

H a vin g n o t h in g h a r m fu l, co n ce a ls it s m o t h e r w it h  it s  

h o n o r ,

So  lik e w is e  h o ly M a r y, co m in g fr o m  t h e  s t e m  o f E ve , 

As t h e n e w vir gin , m igh t e xp ia t e t h e m is d e e d o f t h e  

a n cie n t  vir gin .” 3 3

T h e figu r e o f t h e r o s e b lo o m in g a m o n g t h o r n s , is a  

s t r ik in g t r a n s p o s it io n  o f t h e b ib lica l figu r e o f t h e lily  

a m o n g  t h o r n s . An  o t h e r  a n d  d iffe r e n t  r e a d in g  is  t h e  figu r e  

o f t h e  ch e s t n u t  w h ich  gr o w s  in  t h o r n s , t h a t  is , in  a  t h o r n y  

s h e ll. I t  is p r e s e n t e d  b y E a d m e r u s . 3 4 Ak in  t o  t h is is t h a t  

b ib lica l figu r e , u s e d  b y P a u l t h e D e a co n  a n d  P e t e r  D a 

m ia n , o f t h e t w ig w h ich  s p r in gs u p s t r a igh t o u t o f a  

cr o o k ed  a n d  gn a r le d  r o o t .3 5 E q u a lly s t r ik in g is t h e o ft -

· ·  Sedulius, Carmen pasch.; PL, X IX , 295  f.

G od has effected:
Ut, unde

Culpa dedit mortem, pietas daret inde salutem,
Et, velut e spinis mollis rosa surgit acutis,
Nil quod laedat habens, matremque obscurat honore, 
Sic, Evae de stirpe sacra veniente Maria, 
Virginis antiquae facinus nova virgo piaret.

· *  Eadm erus, Tract, de conc. s. Mariae; PL, CLIX, 305.

85 Paulus D iac., Hom. 1 de Ass.; PL, X CV, 1567; (St Peter D am ian), 

term. Il; PL, CXLIV, 558 (by N icolas of Clairvaux). 
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e xp la in e d  figu r e  o f t h e  clo u d , fo r m e d  fr o m  b r a ck ish  s e a 

w a t e r , b u t  fr ee  fr o m  a ll b it t e r n e s s .

T h e r e  fo llo w s  a n  a n cie n t  h ym n , w r it t e n  in  Am b r o s ia n  

s t yle :

“As s o o n  a s t h e fir s t e a r th -b o r n  p a r e n t p e r is h e d  

fr o m  s w a llo w in g t h e p o is o n  o f t h e m a licio u s s e r p e n t ,  

An  in fe ct io u s  p o is o n , flo w in g t h e r e fr o m  a n d  in filt r a t in g  

t h e r a ce ,

in flict e d  u p o n  t h e  w h o le  o f it  a  d e e p  w o u n d .

Bu t t h e Sa vio u r  h a vin g co m p a ss io n  o n  cr e a t u r e s , a n d  

d is ce r n in g t h e u n t o u ch e d  w o m b  o f t h e p r o p it ia to r y

Vir g in ,

Co m m it t e d  t o  h e r  t h e  b r in g in g o f t h e  jo y  o f s a lva t io n  t o  

t h e w o r ld

la n gu is h in g in  it s d e a d ly cr im e .” 3 β

T h e d o ct r in e w a s s o p o p u la r a t t h e t im e , t h a t t h e  

P e la g ia n  J u lia n u s  t h o u gh t  t o  d e a l a  d e cis ive  b lo w  t o  t h e  

d o gm a  o f t h e  u n ive r s a lit y  o f o r igin a l s in , b y r e p r o a ch in g  

St . Au gu s t in e , t h a t h e a ct e d  m o r e ir r e ve r e n t ly t o w a r d s  

M a r y  t h a n  J o vin ia n u s  h a d  d o n e . F o r  h e  s a id : “J o vin ia n u s  

d e s t r o ye d  t h e vir g in it y o f M a r y b y t h e m a n n e r o f h e r  

givin g  b ir t h ; b u t  yo u  s u r r e n d e r  M a r y  h e r s e lf t o  t h e  d e vil 

b y  t h e  m a n n e r  o f h e r  b ir t h .” St . Au gu s t in e  a n s w e r e d  “W e  

d o  n o t  s u r r e n d e r  M a r y t o  t h e  d e vil b y t h e  m a n n e r  o f h e r

se Q uoted by Ballerini, Sylloge . . . , I, 34.

H ymn: Hausto maligni primus ut occidit
Virus (indecl. for viro) chelydri terrigenum parens, 

Hinc lapsa pestis per genus irrepens 

Cunctum profundo vulnere perculit.
Rerum misertus sed Sator, inscia 

Cernens piacli viscera Virginis, 
His ferre mortis crimine languido 

Mandat salutis gaudia saeculo. 
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b ir th , b u t  b e ca u s e  t h e  co n d it io n  o f h e r  b ir t h  is  e xp la in ed  

I > y t h e  gr a ce  o f h e r  r e b ir t h .” 3 7 W h ich  m e a n s : a lt h o u gh  in  

M a r y a ls o t h is co n d it io n  o f b ir t h  is p r e s e n t , s o t h a t s h e  

w o u ld  h a ve b e e n  s u b je ct t o t h e d o m in io n  o f t h e d e vil, 

ye t t h is co n d it io n  w a s lift e d , i.e ., m a d e in e ffe ct ive , b y  

t h e t im e ly in t e r ve n t io n  o f t h e gr a ce o f t h e r e b ir t h . I f 

St . Au gu s t in e h a d  w is h e d  t o s a y s im p ly, t h a t b e ca u s e  

o f h e r  la t e r  r e b ir t h , h e  d id  n o t  co n s ign  M a r y t o  t h e  d e vil 

lo r e ve r , h is  a n s w e r  w o u ld  m is s  t h e  m a r k  a n d  w o u ld  h a ve  

t o b e  u n d e r s t o o d  q u it e  d iffe r e n t ly.

St ill m o r e  ligh t  is s h e d  o n  t h is  t e x t  b y a  s e r m o n  o f St . 

Au gu s t in e , fo u n d  b y  Ca r d in a l M a i, r e la t in g  t o  t h e  m ir a cle  

a l t h e  m a r r ia ge fe a s t  o f Ca n a . Aft e r  s a yin g t h a t , in  co n 

s e q u e n ce  o f t h e  d e vil’s s e d u ct io n  o f o u r  fir s t  p a r e n t s , t h e  

h u m a n  r a ce  w a s , a s  it  w e r e ,  w e d d e d  t o  Sa t a n , h e  go e s  o n :

W h ils t t h u s t o s s e d  a b o u t , lyin g o n  t h e s a m e r e clin in g  

co u ch , t h e d e vil a n d  t h e s o u l s h a m e le s s ly fr o lic , w h e n  

J e s u s w a s in vit e d . . . ( t h e r e is a h ia t u s h e r e in  t h e  

co d ex) u n t il t h e y r a n  o u t  o f t h e  w in e  o f lu xu r y. Ch r is t ’s  

M o t h e r , h o w e ve r , a b h o r r in g t h a t p a ct o f cr im in a l co n 

cu b in a ge , a n d  r e m a in in g a  vir gin  n o t o n ly in  b o d y b u t  

a ls o  in  s p ir it , p a r t ic ip a t e d  a s  a n  in vit e d  gu es t  in  t h e  co n 

d it io n  o f t h e  r a ce , n o t  b y  s h a r in g  in  t h e  cr im e , b u t  a s  b e in g  

a  p a r t  o f t h e  w h o le  t h e  r a ce  w h ich  h a d  t o  b e  b o r n , n o t  b y  

a s s o cia t io n  in  t h e  s in , b u t  a s  o n e  w h o ... is  in  h a r m o n y 

w it h  Ch r is t , a n d  n o t  w it h  t h e  u n cle a n  w o r ld .” 3 8

Am o n g  t h e  t e s t im o n ie s  o f la t e r  d a t e  w e  fin d  t h e  Brevi

arium  in  Psalm os e xp la in in g  t h e  w o r d s  o f P s . 77,14 , “An d

87 St. A ugustine, Opus imperf. contra Julianum, IV, 122; PL, X LV , 1418; 

the text of Julian is quoted by St. A ugustine, ibid., 1417.

38 Serm. 118, by A ngel. M ai, Nova Patrum Bibliotheca (Rome, 1852), 

I, 248. G . M orin, S. Augusti sermones . . . , Rom e, 1930, p. 283, places it 

am ong the Sermones Augustino certo suppositos.



74 M A RIOLO G Y

H e  co n d u ct e d t h e m  w it h  a clo u d  b y d a y:” Be h o ld  t h e  

Lo r d  ca m e t o E gyp t  a t t h a t t im e o n  a n  a ir y clo u d  a n d  

co n d u cte d  t h e m  w it h  a clo u d  b y d a y. I t is r igh t ly s a id , 

“b y  d a y” ; fo r  t h e  clo u d  w a s  n o t  t h e r e  in  t h e  d a r k n es s  b u t  

a lw a ys  in  d a yligh t .3 9 P a u l t h e D e a co n  w r it e s : “H o w  fit 

t in g, d e a r  b r e th r e n , t o  ca ll t h is  b le s s e d  Vir g in  a n d  M o t h e r  

a  s p r o u t , t h e Vir g in  w h o  p r o je ct e d  t h e in t e n t io n  o f h e r  

p e r fe ct  w o r k  in t o  t h e  s u p e r n a l a n d  w h o  b e in g  fle xib le  a n d  

t o t a lly fr e e  fr o m  t h e  k n o t s  o f co r r u p t io n , w a s  r e m a r k a b le  

t h r o u gh  h e r  h u m ility. ’ T h e s e s a m e t h o u gh t s a r e fo u n d  

la t e r  in  P e t e r D a m ia n : “T h u s t h e s p r o u t o f J e s s e b u d s  

fr o m  t h e  d is t o r t e d  r o o t  o f t h e  h u m a n  r a ce , a n d  s h o o t in g  

u p  fr o m  t h e t r e e o f t h e p a t r ia r ch s in  h e igh t a n d  e r ect 

n e s s , k n o w s n o in clin a t io n  o f b e co m in g k n o t t y n o r t h e  

d a r k n e s s o f t h e ch ild r e n  o f Ad a m .” 4 0

I n  t h e  E a s t e r n  Ch u r ch e s  t h e  d o ct r in e  fin d s  m u ch  r ich e r  

a n d  m o r e  s u b lim e  d o cu m e n t a r y e vid e n ce . I t  is t r u e  t h a t  

m o s t  o f t h e  m o r e  a n cie n t  d o cu m e n t s  a r e  cr it ica lly o p e n  t o  

ch a lle n ge ; n e ve r t h e le s s , t h e y a r e  ve r y a n cie n t  a n d , t h e r e 

fo r e , n o t  w it h o u t  va lu e . Su ch  is  t h e  a cco u n t  o f t h e  m a r tyr 

d o m  o f St . An d r e w , d a t in g  a t  le a s t fr o m  t h e  s e co n d  ce n 

t u r y; h e r e o ccu r s fo r t h e fir s t t im e t h e “im m a cu la t e  

e a r t h .” 4 1 D io n ys iu s o f Ale xa n d r ia  w r it e s : “T h e o n e a n d  

o n ly vir g in a l d a u gh t e r  o f life  b r o u gh t  fo r t h  t h e  W o r d — 

t h e vir gin a l p a r a d is e—a livin g d w e llin g n o t fa b r ica t e d  

o r m a n u fa ctu r e d  b y m e n , b u t m a d e fir m  b y t h e H o ly

3’ Inter opera S. Hieron., PL, X XV I, 1049.

40 Paulus D iac., Hom. 1 de Ass., PL, X CV, 1567 ( the only text taken by  

Scheeben from the Patrology of M igne); Peter D am ian (?), Sermo 11; PL, 
CX LIV , 558. Peter D amian w rites: Germinat igitur virga Jesse de tortuosa 

radice generis humani, et de patriarcharum arbore in altitudinem et rec
titudinem erumpens, omnem ignorant nodostitatem, filiorum Adae tenebras 

nescit. The text does not have Adae, and the publisher suggests foliorum in

stead of filiorum; then follow s: (in) fructuosa quaeque non habet.
*l PG, II, 1225: ίχ τον άμωμήτον γήί.
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Sp ir it  a n d  p r o t ect ed  b y t h e p o w e r  o f t h e  M o s t  H igh .” 4 2  

(  ) r ige n  w r it e s : “A vir g in  w h o  is  n o t  d e ce ive d  b y t h e  p e r 

s u a s io n o f t in e s e r p e n t n o r in fe ct e d  b y h is p o is o n o u s  

b r e a th .” An d  At h a n a s iu s  s a ys : “A vir g in  p r o t ect ed  b y t h e  

p o w e r  o f t h e M o s t H igh , n o t a t a n y o n e t im e , b u t a l

w a ys .” 4 3 P r o clu s w r it e s : “T h o u gh  s h e is fo r m e d  o u t o f 

t h e s lim e  o f t h e  e a r t h , s h e is t h e o r b  o f a  n e w  ce le s t ia l 

cr e a t u r e u p o n  w h ich  t h e s u n  o f ju s t ice u n in t e r r u p t e d ly  

s e n d s it s  r a ys , t h e r e b y ca u s in g a ll d a r k n e s s o f s in  t o  fle e  

fr o m  h e r  w h o le  s o u l.” 4 4 F r o m  d ie Syr ia n s o f t h e  fo u r th  

ce n t u r y co m e t h e ce r t a in ly ge n u in e t e s t im o n ie s o f St . 

E p h r a e m ,4 6  Cyr illo n a s , a n d  R o b u la s , la t e r  J a m e s  o f Sa r u g  

o r  Ba t n a .4 6 O f t h e G r e e k s in  t h e fift h  ce n tu r y w e  h a ve  

T h e o d o t u s  o f An cyr a ,4 7 r e fe r r e d  t o  a b o ve . T h e  u n ive r s a l 

d iffu s io n  o f t h e  d o ct r in e  a p p e a r s m o s t  e vid e n t  fr o m  t h e  

fa ct t h a t a ll t h e E a s t e r n  Ch u r ch e s , e ve n  t h o s e w h ich  

s e p a r a t e d  in  t h e  e a r lie s t  t im e s , p o ss e s s  t h e  d o ct r in e  it s e lf 

a s  w e ll a s  t h e  fe a s t .4 8  I t  a ls o  s p e a k s  w e ll fo r  it s  p o p u la r it y,  

I h a t  e ve n  M o h a m m e d  s u m s  it  u p , n o t  in d is t in ct ly, in  t h e  

Ko r a n .4 9

T h e  fe a s t  is  fo u n d  fo r  t h e  fir s t  t im e  in  d ie  Ty pikon, t h e  

r it u a l o f St . Sa b b a s . T h is  h a d  o r igin a lly b e e n  d r a w n  u p  in

42 D ionysius of A lexandria, Advers. Paulum Samosatenum; M ansi, Concilia, 
I, 1043, 1063, 1087. Scheeben quotes from Perrone, De immaculato B.M.V. 
conceptu, Part I, c. 10 (Rom e, 1847), pp. 53  f.

43 O rigen is quoted by Perrone, op. cit., p. 57, w ith the follow ing refer

ence: Opera, Π , Paris 1572, Hom. 1 inter Hom. in diversos, 274-75 (incor

rectly quoted, according to H uet, in edition of M igne, PG , X VII, 1277-80); 

Pseudo-A thanasius, Or. in annunt. Deip.; PG, X XV III, 929.
44 Proclus, Or. 6; PG , LXV , 733 ( in tire text: i) Ιχ τοΰ άχαξοΰ ττνκΧ·ησμΙν·η 

«-ήλοι"; in nota variante: καθαρού ) and 757. The text in question from  Or. 1 is 

quoted as proof by Perrone, op. cit., pp. 61 f.

43 For St. Ephraem , see supra, notes 13 and 27.

40 See M alou, op. cit., II; cf. Jugie, Diet, de théol. cath., V II, 976  f.

•T See supra, note 29.

48 See M alou, op. cit., chaps. 4 and 10; cf. Jugie, op. cit., pp. 975-79.

40 See Passaglia, op. cit., no. 1817  f.; cf. Jugie, op. cit., pp. 978  f.
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4 8 5 , b u t  la t e r  u n d e r w e n t  m a n y a lt e r a t io n s  a n d  a d d it io n s .  

H e n ce , it  ca n n o t b e  p r o ve d  w it h  ce r t a in ty t h a t t h e  fe a s t  

a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  fir s t is s u e .5 0  T h e  fir s t  fixed  d a t e  is give n  

in  t h e  fe s t a l h ym n s  o f St . An d r e w  o f Cr e t e , a b o u t  6 75 .5 1 

T h e  fe s t a l s e r m o n s  w h ich  w e  p o s s e s s b e gin  in  t h e  e igh t h  

ce n t u r y  w it h  J o h n  o f E u b o e a , a b o u t  74 0 , a n d  in  t h e  n in th  

w it h  P e te r  o f Ar go s  a n d  G e o r ge  o f N ico m e d ia . 5 2

T h e  t it le  o f t h e  fe a s t  d iffe r s .5 3  N o w  it  r e a d s  “Co n ce p t io n  

o f St . An n ,” n o w  “An n o u n ce m e n t  o f t h e co n ce p t io n  o f 

t h e  h o ly M o t h e r  o f G o d .” Be ca u s e  o f t h e  E a s t e r n  le ge n d s  

co n ce r n in g M a r y’s yo u th , a cco r d in g t o w h ich  a n  a n ge l 

a n n o u n ce d  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  o f M a r y, t ill t h e n  ch ild le s s , t h e  

b ir t h  o f a  d a u gh t e r  e n d o w e d  w it h  gr a ce , t h e  o b je ct  o f t h e  

fe a s t  w a s co n s id e r e d  a n a lo go u s t o t h a t o f t h e a n n u n cia 

t io n  o f Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n  a n d  t h a t  o f J o h n  t h e Ba p t is t ,  

w h ich  w e r e ce leb r a t e d  o n  t h e a u t h o r it y o f t h e Sa cr e d  

Scr ip t u r e s . F o r , a s  e a r ly a s  t h e  fift h  ce n t u r y, t h e  “Co n ce p 

t io n  o f St . E liza b e t h ” w a s  a ls o  ce le b r a t e d  in  t h e  E a s t , a n d  

a ls o  in  ce r t a in  p a r t s  o f t h e  W e s t , e .g ., in  R a ve n n a , w h e r e  

P e t e r  Ch r ys o lo gu s  glo r ifie d  it  in  s e ve r a l s e r m o n s .5 4 W it h 

o u t  d o u b t , t h e  ve r y e xis t e n ce  o f t h is  fe a s t  e m p h a s ize d  t h e  

n e e d  o f a n a lo go u s fe a s t s o f t h e Ble s s e d  Vir g in .

T h e  m ir a cle , e xp e r ie n ce d  b y M a r y’s ch ild le s s p a r e n t s , 

w a s a ls o b r o u gh t in t o co n n e ct io n  w it h  t h e fe a s t o f h e r  

co n ce p t io n , w h e r e a s in  t h e co n ce p t io n  o f St . J o h n  t h e

eo Cf. Jugie, op. cit., p. 957.

« PG, X CV II, 1305-29; see Jugie, op. cit., pp. 916  f.

52 John of Euboea, S. in cone. S. Deiparae, PG, X CV I, 1460-1500; Peter 

of A rgos, Or. in cone. s. Annae, PG, 104, 1352-65; G eorge of N icom ed., Or 

quatuor in oraculum conceptionis, Deiparae, etc., PG, C, 1336-1401. See also 

Ballerini, Sylloge, I, 36-155.
03 Concerning the feast of the Conception in the East, see Jugie, op. cit., 

956-62. The title of the feast w as Conceptio S. Annae or oraculum, annuntia
tio—, conceptionis, S. Deiparae.

s< See previous chapter, note 11.
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Ba p t is t  t h e r e  co u ld  b e  n o  q u e s t io n  o f o r ig in a l s a n ct ifica 

t io n , n o r  w a s a n y r a is e d . F r o m  t h is fa ct  s o m e  w is h e d  t o  

in fe r  t h a t  t h e  fe a s t  d id  n o t  a t  a ll r e fe r  t o  M a r y’s o r igin a l 

s a n ct ifica t io n , b u t s h o u ld  figu r e o n ly a s a co m m em o r a 

t ive  fe a s t  o f t h e  p h ys ica l w o n d e r  in  q u e s t io n , s e e in g t h a t  

G o d  t h e r eb y gr a n t e d  e xis t e n ce t o a  p e r s o n  w h o , in  t h e  

fu tu r e , w o u ld  in  a  ve r y  s p e cia l w a y b e  s a n ct ifie d  b y H im  

a n d  m a d e t h e in s t r u m e n t o f s a lva t io n  fo r  m a n k in d .

W h a t  w a s o ve r lo o k e d , h o w e ve r , w a s t h a t t h e id e a  o f 

t h e  fe a s t  w a s  n o t  t h o u gh t  o f e xclu s ive ly in  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  

co n ce p t io n  o f t h e Ba p t is t , b u t a ls o , a n d  m o r e d ir e ct ly,  

o n  t h e a n a lo gy o f Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n . I n  Ch r is t , t h e  in 

flu e n ce  o f t h e  H o ly G h o s t  in  t h e  fo r m in g  o f H is  b o d y  a n d  

in  t h e  h yp o s t a t ic u n io n  fo r m s  o n e  w h o le , a n d  t h e  vir g in a l 

co n ce p t io n  o f H is b o d y a n s w e r s  t o H is q u a lit y o f “h o ly  

fr u it ” a n d  “So n  o f G o d .” I n  M a r y, t h e  p h ys ica l m ir a cle  

w a s  co n ce ive d  in  t h e  clo s e s t  co n n e ct io n  w it h  t h e  s p ir it u a l 

s a n ct ifica t io n  a n d  a s  o n e  s in gle  a ct . T h e  m ir a cu lo u s  in t e r 

ve n t io n  o f G o d  in  M a r y ’s b o d ily p r o d u ct io n  w a s  h e ld  t o  

b e fit t in g a n d  s ign ifica n t fo r  t h e ve r y r e a s o n  t h a t in  it  

t h e  m a in  p o in t  w a s  t h e  p r o d u ct io n  o f t in e  “o ffs h o o t” a n d  

“t h e  fr u it  o f gr a ce .”

I n  t h e  h o m ily o f St . J o h n  D a m a s ce n e  o n  M a r y ’s b ir t h , 

genesion, ca n  a s  w e ll  b e  u s e d  in  co n n e ct io n  w it h  t h e  “b ir t h  

in  t h e w o m b ,” w h ich  in d e e d  fo r m s t h e r e a l p u r p o r t o f 

t h e  s e r m o n . H e  s a ys : “W h y is t h e  vir g in  m o th e r  b o r n  o f 

a  s t e r ile  m o th e r ?  P la in ly  b e ca u s e  it  w a s  n e ce s sa r y t h a t  t h e  

w a y t o  t h a t , w h ich  w a s  t o  b e  a  n e w  t h in g u n d e r  t h e  s u n  

a n d  t h e  p r in cip a l a m o n g w o n d e r s , s h o u ld  b e  p a ve d  b y  

w o n d e r s , a n d  a  gr a d u a l a s ce n t  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  fr o m  t h e  

lo w e r  t o  t h e  m o r e  s u b lim e .  F o r  t h e  r e s t , I  ca n  a ls o  a d va n ce  

a n o th e r  h igh e r  a n d  m o r e  d ivin e  r e a s o n . F o r  n a t u r e  yie ld s  
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t o  gr a ce  a n d  s t a n d s  ir r e s o lu t e , ce a s in g  t o  a ct . Sin ce , t h e r e 

fo r e , t h e  m o t h e r  o f G o d  w a s  t o  b e  b o m  a  vir gin  o f An n a ,  

n a t u r e  d id  n o t  d a r e  t o  im p e d e  t h e  b u d  o f gr a ce , b u t  r e 

m a in e d  d e vo id  o f it s  fr u it , w h ile  gr a ce  w a s  b r in gin g  fo r t h  

it s  fr u it .” I n  t h e  fo llo w in g  p a r a gr a p h  St . J o h n  D a m a s ce n e  

co m p a r e s t h e m ir a cu lo u s in flu e n ce o n  t h e p a r e n t s w it h  

t h e  s h a r p e n in g o f t h e  a xe , w h ich  G o d  w is h e d  t o  u s e  fo r  

t h e  b u ild in g  o f t h e  h e a ve n ly  la d d e r . H e  s a ys : “T o d a y t h is  

So n  o f a  ca r p e n t e r , t h is  W o r d , t h e a r t ifice r  o f a ll t h in gs , 

m a d e H im s e lf a n  a n im a t e d  la d d e r , s h a r p en in g t h e d u ll 

a xe  o f  n a t u r e  t h r o u gh  t h e  H o ly  G h o s t  a s  w it h  H is  fin ge r .” 8 5  

H e n ce t h e r e la t io n  o f t h e fe a s t t o t h e m ir a cle , w h ich  

e n d e d  t h e  s t e r ilit y o f t h e  p a r e n t s , ca n  s o  s ligh t ly d im  t h e  

co n n e ct io n  w it h  M a r y’s o r igin a l s a n ct ifica t io n , t h a t in  

r e a lit y t h is d o gm a t ic t h o u gh t fo r m e d  t h e r e a l k e r n e l in  

t h e  id e a  o f t h e fe a s t , a n d  fo r  t h a t  ve r y r e a s o n  t h e fa ct s  

fr o m  le ge n d a r y t r a d it io n  a p p e a r e d  in t r in s ica lly ju s t ifie d .

55 St. John D am ascene, Hom. 1 in nativitate B.V.M., nos. 2 and 3; PG, 

X CVI, 664.

68 PG, XCVI, 680-97; cf. Jugie, op. cit., 922.

67 Respectively in the following texts of PG and of Jugie, op. cit., 102, 

548-61 (sec. 924-26); 105, 16-28 (sec. 928f.); 106, 812-48 (sec. 931 f.); 

107, 1-12 (sec. 929f.).

T h e d o gm a t ic t h o u gh t is a cco r d in g ly p r e s e n t e d in  

va r io u s  w a ys  in  t h e  o ffice s  o f t h e  fe a s t  a n d  in  t h e  s e r m o n s  

r e la t in g t o it , a m o n g w h ich  s h o u ld  b e r e ck o n e d  m a n y  

co n n e ct e d  w it h  M a r y’s  b ir t h . Be s id e s  t h e  a n cie n t  s e r m o n s  

a lr e a d y m e n t io n e d , t h e fo llo w in g a ls o m a y b e n o te d :  

fr o m  t h e  n in t h  a n d  t e n th  ce n t u r ie s  t h a t  o f St . T h e o d o r e  o f 

St u d iu m , a u th o r  o f t h e oratio 2 de nativ itate, fo u n d  in  

D a m a s ce n e ,5 5 5 6  t h o se  o f P h o t iu s , N ice t a s  P a p h la go , J o a n n e s  

G e o m e t r e s , Le o  t h e  W is e , e m p e r o r , a n d  o t h e r s .5 7
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St . An d r e w  o f Cr e t e  m a k e s  m e n t io n  o f t h e  r e s t o r a t io n  

o f t h e  o r ig in a l a n d  p u r e  cr e a t io n  w it h in  t h e  s p o iled  cr e a 

t io n , a n d  w r it e s : “T o d a y  a  t e m p le  is  co n s t r u ct e d , m a d e  b y  

t h e  Cr e a to r  o f a ll t h in gs . T o d a y Ad a m  ( in  Ch r is t )  w is h e s  

t o  o ffe r  t h e  fir s t - fr u it s  t o  t h e  Lo r d  fo r  u s  a n d  fr o m  u s , a n d  

s e le ct s  a s  fir s t - fr u it s  M a r y  w h o  o u t  o f t h e  w h o le  fe r m e n ta 

t io n  w a s n e ve r  fe r m e n t e d , a n d  b y w h o m  t h e  b r e a d  w a s  

m a d e  w h e r e b y t h e h u m a n  r a ce  w a s t o  b e  r e ge n e r a t e d .  

T o d a y h u m a n  n a tu r e , w h ich  w a s  o n ce  fo r m e d  go o d  a n d  

p u r e , r e ce ive s t h e  gift  o f it s fir s t d ivin e  cr e a t io n  a n d  r e 

s t o r e s  it  t o  it s  fo r m e r  s e lf.” 5 8

St . J o h n  D a m a s cen e  r e fe r s  t o  t h e  s a fe gu a r d in g  o f M a r y  

a ga in s t t h e in flu e n ce o f t h e d e vil, a n d s a ys : “O  m o s t  

s a cr e d  d a u gh t e r  o f J o a ch im  a n d  An n a , w h o  w a s t  h id d e n  

fr o m  p r in cip a lit ie s  a n d  p o w e r s a s w e ll a s fr o m  t h e  fie r y  

d a r t s  o f t h e  d e vil, w h o  la ye s t  in  t h e  b r id a l b e d  o f t h e  H o ly  

G h o s t  a n d  w a s t  k e p t  w it h o u t  s t a in , in  o r d e r  t o  b e co m e  t h e  

b r id e  o f G o d  a n d  G o d ’s m o th e r  b y n a tu r e .” An d  a ga in , 

e ls e w h er e : “T o d a y E d e n  r e ce ive d  t h e r a t io n a l p a r a d is e  

o f t h e  n e w  Ad a m  in  w h ich  t h e  co n d e m n a t io n  w a s  lift e d ,  

a n d  in  w h ich  t h e  t r e e o f life w a s p la n t e d . N o  a cce s s t o  

t h is p a r a d is e w a s o p e n  t o t h e  s e r p en t . F o r  t h e  o n ly b e 

go t t e n  So n  o f G o d  fo r m e d  H im s e lf in t o  a  m a n  fr o m  t h is  

vir gin  a n d  t h is  p u r e  e a r t h .” 8 9  T h e  e xp r e s s io n  o f fr e q u e n t  

o ccu r r e n ce , t h a t “b y n a t u r e ” 6 0 M a r y is h o ly a n d  p u r e , 

a n d  is m o r e  b e a u t ifu l t h a n  t h e  a n ge ls , ca n  h a ve  s e ve r a l 

m e a n in gs . I t  in clu d e s , h o w e ve r , a t a ll t im e s t h e id e a  o f

68 St. A ndrew  of Crete, Or. in natio. Deip., PG, X CV II, 809, 812; cf. Jugie, 

op. cit., sec. 916-19.
59 St. John D amascene, Or. 1 in natio. Deip., no. 7; PG, X CV I, 672; Or. 2 

in dormit., no. 2; PG, X CV I, 725; cf. Jugie, op. cit., sec. 920  f.
»0 •i'iaei = natura. Cf. Eph. 2:3: natura filii irae. 
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t h e  clo s e s t  co n n e ct io n  o £  gr a ce  w it h  t h e  o r igin  o f M a r y’s  

p e r s o n .8 1

T h e  clo s e  u n io n  o f gr a ce  w it h  n a t u r e  is  s o  cle a r ly  u n d e r 

s t o o d  b y t h e d o cto r s o f t h a t  t im e t h a t  t h e y d o  n o t co n 

s id e r  M a r y’s co n ce p t io n  in  An n a ’s  w o m b , o r  t h e  o r igin  o f 

h e r  p e r s o n a l b e in g  in  concreto a s  a  w o r k  o f n a t u r e  a cco m 

p a n ie d  b y  t h e  in flu e n ce  o f gr a ce . T h e y  lo o k  u p o n  it  s im p ly  

a s  a  s u p e r n a tu r a l w o r k  o f G o d , in  w h ich  t h e  in flu e n ce  o f 

n a t u r e  is  in d e e d  n o t  e xclu d e d , b u t  p la ce d  e n t ir e ly u n d e r  

t h e  in flu e n ce  o f gr a ce . I t  is  a  n e w  a n d  h e a ve n ly cr e a t io n  

o n  t h e b a s is o f t h e e xis t in g e a r t h ly cr e a t io n . F o r , t h e  

Sp ir it  o f G o d  s h a r e s  in  t h is  w o r k , a s in  t h e  o r ig in  o f t h e  

o t h e r  ch ild r e n  o f Ad a m , n o t  o n ly  b y  cr ea t in g  a n d  in fu s in g 

t h e  s o u l, b u t  H is  w o r k  is  a ls o  s im ila r  t o , b u t  n o t  id e n t ica l 

w it h  H is a ct io n  in  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n . As o n ce in  t h e  

cr ea t io n  o f t h e fir s t m a n , s o  n o w  a s “t h e  fin ge r  o f G o d ” 

H e  in flu e n ce s  t h e  fo r m a t io n  o f t h e  b o d y a n d , a s  t h e  H o ly  

Sp ir it , b r e a th e s  in t o  it  a  h o ly  s o u l, o r  t a k e s  u p  H is  p e r s o n a l 

a b o d e  in  it . J o h n  o f E u b o e a  s a ys : “M a r y is co n ce ived  in  

t h e  w o m b  b y  t h e  w ill o f G o d  t h e  F a t h e r  a n d  t h e  co o p e r a 

t io n  o f t h e  m o s t  h o ly a n d  vivifyin g  Sp ir it .” 8 2

T h e cle a r e s t a n d m o s t co m m o n  e xp r e ss io n s fo r t h is  

a r e t h e fo llo w in g: 1. in  h e r  o r ig in  M a r y is cr e a t e d  o r  

fo r m e d  b y G o d  a s a  “t a b e r n a cle  n o t m a d e  w it h  h a n d s ,” 

t h a t  is , “n o t  o f t h is cr e a t io n .” (A s im ila r  e xp r e s s io n  w it h  

r e ga r d  t o  Ch r is t ’s h u m a n it y is fo u n d  a ls o in  H e b . 8 :2 .)  

2 . As  a  “livin g  h e a ve n ,” s h e  is  b u ilt  u p  b y  G o d  H im s e lf a s

81 St. Ephraem  of Syria, Opera graece—lat. (ed. by A ssem ani), III, 328; 

quoted by Le Bachelet, op. cit., p. 880; G eorge N icom ed., Hom. 2 in prae- 
sent.; PG, C, 1425; cf. Jugie, op. cit., sec. 926; Epiphanius, de vita B. Vir
ginis, 6; PG, CX X, 197; cf. Jugie, op. cit., sec. 923.

82 John of Euboea, Hom. in cone. Deip., n. 23; PG, X CVI, 1500; cf. Jugie, 

op. cit., sec. 921 f.
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a  p u r e  a n d  h o ly t e m p le , a n d  p la n t e d  b y H im  in  a  fe r t ile  

fie ld  a s a n  u n fa d in g a n d  fr a gr a n t r o s e o r lily. 3 . As a  

“s p ir it u a l p a r a d is e” o r  t h e  “ve r it a b le  t r e e  o f life .” 8 8  T h e s e  

a r e t h e s a m e e xp r e s s io n s a s a r e u s e d p r e fe r a b ly fo r  

Ch r is t ’s o w n  co n ce p t io n .

Co n t in u in g t h e a n a lo gy, t h e y co n t e m p la t e d  fr o m  s o  

m a n y a n gle s  t h e  w o r k in g  o f G o d ’s  s u p e r n a tu r a l in flu e n ce  

o n  M a r y’s p r o d u ct io n  w it h  r e ga r d  t o  t h e  h o lin e s s o f t h e  

fr u it , t h a t  t h e y  e xt en d e d  it  t o  M a r y’s  p a r e n t s . I n  r e fe r en ce  

t o  t h e m  a ls o , a  fillin g w it h  a n d  a  p u r ifica t io n  b y  t h e  H o ly  

G h o s t is s p o k e n  o f, w h e r e b y t h e y t o o  w e r e  s a fe gu a r d e d  

a ga in s t  s e n s u a lit y in  t h is p r o d u ct io n , a n d  t h e ir  fle s h  t o o  

w a s  p u r ifie d .0 4 Co n s e q u e n t ly M a r y a p p e a r e d  p u r e  in  h e r  

o r igin  n o t o n ly b y t h e  in flu e n ce o f t h e d ivin e p r in cip le , 

b u t  a ls o  b y t h a t  o f t h e  h u m a n . Sh e  a p p e a r e d  p u r e , t h e r e 

fo r e , d o w n  t o  t h e  fo u n d a t io n s  o f h e r  b e in g, a n d  e ve n  d o w n  

t o  t h e  m a t t e r  fr o m  w h ich  s h e  w a s  fo r m e d ; in  o t h e r  w o r d s , 

d o w n  t o t h e  r o o t , ye s t o t h e ve r y s e e d , fr o m  w h ich  s h e  

s p r a n g .

T h is  p r e cis e  d e s ign a t io n  o f M a r y ’s p u r it y is , h o w e ve r ,  

o n ly a  t h e o lo g ica l co n clu s io n  fr o m  t h e  d o gm a t ic co n ce p t  

o f t h e  p e r m a n e n t  p u r it y  o f h e r  p e r s o n , a s  t h e  in t e r ve n t io n  

o f t h e  m ir a cle , in  t h e  p r o d u ct io n  o f h e r  b o d y, is  a n  a d d i

t io n  w h ich  a t  t h e  s a m e t im e  r e s t s  o n  le ge n d a r y  t r a d it io n . 

E ve n  t h o u gh  t h is co r o lla r y s h o u ld  e ve r  r e m a in  a m o o t  

q u e s t io n , s t ill it s e xis t e n ce , s o fa r a s t h e p r in cip le fr o m  

w h ich  it is d e d u ced  is co n ce r n e d , p r o ves a ll t h e m o r e  

cle a r ly t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f t h e  co n vict io n .

T h is w h o le co n ce p t  r e s t in g o n  t h e a n a lo gy o f M a r y ’s

03 C£. Peter of A rgos, Or. in cone. s. Annae, no. 1; PG, CIV , 1352  f.; cf. 

Jugie, op. cit., sec. 931.

M  See St. John  D amascene, Or. tn  de natio. Deip., no. 2; PG , X CV I, 664. 
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co n ce p t io n  w it h  t h a t  o f Ch r is t , w a s  a t t e s t e d  b y t h e  lit u r 

gica l n a m e  “t h e  ch ild  o f G o d .” 6 5 T h is  n a m e  co m b in e s  t h e  

n a m e s , “d a u gh t e r  a n d  fr u it  o f gr a ce , life , a n d  ligh t ,’’ a n d  

e xp r e s s e s t h e ve r y t h o u gh t w h ich  is vo ice d  in  W e s te r n  

lit u r gie s b y t h e a p p lica t io n  o f t h e b o o k s  o f W is d o m  t o  

M a r y.

•s Ή the child of G od.



CH AP TE R  V

Origin and Significance of the 

Controversy about Mary’s Immaculate

Conception

1. Alt h o u gh  t h e  e a r ly  W e s t e r n  t r a d it io n  fu n d a m e n t a lly  

co n t a in s  t h e  p r in cip le s  o f t h is  t h e s is  a s  d e cis ive ly a s  d o e s  

t h e  E a s t e r n , t h e  a t t e n t io n  o f t h e  W e s t  d u r in g t h o s e  m a n y  

ce n tu r ie s w a s n o t e s p e cia lly d ir e ct e d  t o t h is d o ct r in e in  

it s e lf. At  t h e  s a m e  t im e , h o w e ve r , t h e  d o gm a  o f t h e  u n i

ve r s a lit y o f o r igin a l s in  w a s a cce n t u a t e d  a ll t h e m o r e  

e m p h a t ica lly, a n d  h e n ce  t h e  d o ct r in e  o f M a r y ’s  I m m a cu 

la t e  Co n ce p t io n  w a s  r e le ga t e d  e n t ir e ly  t o  t h e  b a ck gr o u n d .

T h e r e fo r e , w h e r ea s t h e E a s t co n s id e r e d  M a r y ’s co n 

ce p t io n  a lm o s t  e xclu s ive ly  o n  t h e  a n a lo gy  o f t h a t  o f Ch r is t , 

W e s t e r n  t h e o lo gy  w a s  in t en t  u p o n  e m p h a s izin g t h e  co n 

t r a s t  b e t w e e n  it  a n d  t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f Ch r is t , a n d  it s  r e 

s e m b la n ce  t o  t h a t  o f t h e  r e s t  o f m a n k in d . H o w e ve r , if t h e  

W e s t  in  t h e  t w e lft h  ce n tu r y h a d  b e e n  a w a r e o f t ir e  r ich  

E a s t e r n  t r a d it io n , t h e  co n t r o ve r sy  a r is in g  o u t  o f t h e  in t r o 

d u ct io n  o f t h e  “fe a s t  o f M a r y ’s co n ce p t io n ” w o u ld  h a ve  

b e e n  a lm o s t  im p o s s ib le , o r  a t  le a s t  it  w o u ld  h a ve  t a k e n  

a n o t h e r  co u r s e . F o r  fr o m  t h e  b e gin n in g  St . Be r n a r d  r e fe r s  

t o t h e fa ct , t h a t t h e fe a s t is fo r e ign  t o t h e r it e o f t h e  

Ch u r ch  a n d  t o  t h e  a n cien t  t r a d it io n . Be ca u s e  o f t h e  t e a ch 

in g  in  r e fe r e n ce  t o  t h e  u n ive r s a lit y o f o r igin a l s in  a n d  t h e  

n e e d  o f r e d e m p t io n , a n  o p p o s it io n  a r o s e  a ga in s t  t h e  fe a s t ,  

83
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in  s o  fa r  a s  it  co n ce r n e d  t h e  h o lin e s s  a n d  im m a cu la t e n e s s  

o f t h e co n ce p t io n . Alm o s t a ll t h e m a s t e r s o f t h e o lo gy  

t o o k p a r t  in  it in  t h e t w e lft h  a n d  e s p e cia lly in  t h e t h ir 

t e e n t h  ce n t u r y.

As  a  r u le  t h e  o p p o n e n t s  r e a lly d e n ie d  t h e  I m m a cu la t e  

Co n ce p t io n  e ve n  in  t h e  s e n s e  o f t h e  p r e s e n t  d o gm a . St ill, 

t h e  a t t a ck  o f t h e  o p p o s it io n  w a s  n o t  t u r n e d  d ir e ct ly a n d  

fu n d a m e n t a lly a ga in s t t h is m e a n in g, t h a t is , a ga in s t t h e  

p u r ity o f t h e  p e r s o n a l co n ce p t io n , n o r  a ga in s t  t h e  p r e se r 

va t io n  o f t h e s o u l o r  o f t h e a n im a t e d  o ffs p r in g fr o m  t h e  

s t a in  o f o r igin a l s in . I t w a s r a t h e r d ir e ct e d  a ga in s t t h e  

p u r it y o f t h e  ca r n a l co n ce p t io n , o r  a ga in s t  t h e  s a n ct ifica 

t io n  o f t h e fle s h , w h ich  p r e ce d e d  it s vivifyin g b y t h e  

s p ir it u a l s o u l. I n  ge n e r a l, t h e y  o p p o s e d  s u ch  a  p r eve n t in g  

a n d  s a fe gu a r d in g s a n ct ifica t io n  o f M a r y, a s le ft in  h e r  

p e r s o n  n o co n t r a ct io n  o f s in  u n d e r w h a te ve r fo r m  o r  

a s p e ct . T h e r e fo r e , t h e y o p p o s e d  a s a fe gu a r d in g w h ich  

co m p le t e ly e xclu d e d  a ll n e ce s s it y o f b e in g s u b je ct  t o  t h e  

s t a in , b e ca u s e  it  t o o k  e ffe ct , in  t im e  o r  a t  le a s t  b y n a t u r e ,  

b e fo r e t h e  p e r s o n  o f M a r y w a s  co n s t it u t e d  b y t h e  u n io n  

o f s o u l a n d  b o d y, a n d  e xis t e d  in  h e r  q u a lit y a s d a u gh t e r  

o f Ad a m . T h e  s a fe gu a r d in g  o f M a r y  a ga in s t  t h e  in h e r it e d  

s t a in  o f s in  w a s d e n ie d  o n ly b e ca u s e fo r  n o s u ffic ie n t ly 

s e r io u s  r e a s o n  it  w a s  d e e m e d  im p o s s ib le  t o  r e co n cile  s u ch  

s a fe gu a r d in g  w it h  t h e  n e e d  o f r e d e m p t io n . F o r  t h e  m o s t  

p a r t  t h is  ca m e  a b o u t  b y t h e  fa ct  t h a t , b e fo r e  Sco t u s , t h e  

d e fe n d e r s  o f t h e  s a fe gu a r d in g, in s t e a d  o f e lu cid a t in g t h e  

p o in t , clo u d e d  t h e  is s u e  b y t h e m a n n e r  in  w h ich  it  w a s  

p r e s e n t e d .

Sco t u s cle a r e d  t h e is s u e a n d  p r o ve d  t h a t t h is s a fe 

gu a r d in g w a s t h e m o s t co m p le t e fo r m  o f r e d e m p t io n .  

F r o m  t h a t  t im e , b e ca u s e  o f t h e  t r a d it io n a l co n ce p t io n  o f 
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I  h e a b s o lu t e a n d  p e r fe ct  p u r it y in  t h e M o th e r  o f G o d ,  

a ch a n ge o f o p in io n  s o o n  fo llo w e d  a m o n g m o s t t h e 

o lo g ia n s . R e la t ive ly  fe w  clu n g t e n a cio u s ly t o  t h e  s h e ll o f 

(h e d o ct r in e r e ga r d in g t h e  u n ive r s a lit y o f s in , a n d  t h e y  

a s cr ib e d  t o  t h e  o p in io n  o f t h e  t h e o lo g ia n s  fr o m  t h e  t h ir 

t e e n t h  ce n tu r y, e s p e cia lly o f St . T h o m a s , a  s e n s e  a n d  s ig 

n ifica t io n  w h ich  it  b y  n o  m e a n s  p o ss e s s e d . T h e  o p p o s it io n  

co n t in u e d  fo r  ce n tu r ie s .

Be fo r e t h e e le ve n t h  ce n tu r y t h e fe a s t o f M a r y ’s co n 

ce p t io n  e xis t e d  n o w h e r e in  t h e  La t in  Ch u r ch  o u t s id e o f 

N a p le s  a n d  Sicily, w h e r e  it  h a d  b e e n  in t r o d u ce d  t h r o u gh  

r e la t io n s  w it h  t h e  E a s t .1

So m e t im e s  m u ch  im p o r t a n ce  is  a t t a ch e d  t o  t h e  fa ct  t h a t  

t h e  fe a s t  e xis t e d  in  Cr e m o n a  a s  e a r ly  a s  t h e  e leve n th  ce n 

t u r y, a n d  a p p e a l is  m a d e  in  t h is  co n n e ct io n  t o  t h e  fo u n d a 

t io n  in  10 4 7 o f a  ce r t a in  H u go  d e  Su m m o  in  b e h a lf o f t h e  

le a s t . Bu t  a p a r t  fr o m  t h e fa ct t h a t t h e le a r n e d  lit u r g is t  

Sica r d u s , w h o le s s t h a n  2 0 0  ye a r s la t e r w a s b is h o p o f 

Cr e m o n a , t r a ce s t h e  o r ig in  o f t h e  fe a s t  t o  t h e  t im e  o f St . 

An s e lm , t h e  d o cu m e n t  co n t a in e d  a  fo r m u la  o f t h e  d o gm a , 

s o  co r r e ct ly p u t (  “M a r y w a s  p r e s e r ve d  fr o m  t h e  s t a in  o f 

o r igin a l s in  b y a n  a n t ic ip a t e d  r e d em p t io n ”) a s t o b e  

e q u a lle d  b y n o t h e o lo gia n  b e fo r e  Sco t u s . 2 W h a t  is s a id  

a b o u t  t h e  in t r o d u ct io n  o f t h e  fe a s t  in t o  Sp a in  b y St . I ld e -  

fo n se , is  b a s e d  p a r t ly  o n  a  m is u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f t h e  ge n u 

in e  d o cu m e n t s , p a r t ly o n  fa ls e  in fo r m a t io n s .3

1 It is w itnessed by a m arble K alendarium found in N aples, w hich dates 

from the m iddle of the ninth century. See a picture of it in Cabrol et Le 

Clercq, Diet, d’archéol. chrét. et de liturg. II, 1591; cf. Le Bachelet, op. cit., 
987, w here m ention is m ade of the origin of the feast in the W est (986-95).

2 Text of this document of H ugo of Sum m o is found in Ballerini’s Sylloge, I, 

1-25; see also Le Bachelet, op. cit., 987.

3 See Le Bachelet, op. cit., 986. Since Scheeben ’s tim e the attention has 

been focussed on the indicia of the feast in Ireland in the beginning of the 

tenth century. C£. H . Thurston, “The Irish O rigins of our Lady's Conception
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O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , t h e  La t in s ,  lik e  t h e  G r e e k s , s o  u n d e r 

s t o o d  t h e h o lin e s s o f t h e “b ir t h  o f t h e Bles s e d  Vir gin ,” 

t h a t  t h e r e b y t h e y in clu d e d  a ls o  t h e  “b ir t h  in  t h e  w o m b .” 

I t  a p p e a r s t h u s  in  P a s ch a s iu s  R a d b e r t u s in  a  r e m a r k a b le  

b u t  d ifficu lt  p a r t  o f t h e  s e co n d  b o o k  de partu Virginis;* 4 

in  P e t e r  D a m ia n , w h e r e  h e  d e s cr ib e s M a r y in  h e r  b ir t h  

a s “t h e a u r o r a w h ich  a s ce n d s in  t h e n igh t o f s in : t h e  

a u r o r a fr o m  w h ich  a r is e s t h e s u n  o f ju s t ice .” 5  * F o r t h e  

fir s t  t im e  w e  fin d  h e r e  t h e  a p p lica t io n  o f t h e  t e x t  fr o m  J o b  

3 :9 : “Le t  t h e  n igh t ( in  w h ich  J o b  w a s  b o r n ) e xp e ct  ligh t  

a n d  n o t  s e e  it , n o r  t h e  r is in g  o f t h e  d a w n in g  o f t h e  d a y.” 

I n  t h e  t h ir t e e n t h  ce n t u r y t h is  t e xt  w a s  u s e d  a ls o  b y t h o s e  

t h e o lo g ia n s  w h o  lim it e d  t h e  h o lin e s s  o f M a r y’s  b ir t h  t o  t h e  

b ir t h  fr o m  t h e  w o m b , a lt h o u gh  P e t e r  D a m ia n  h e ld  t h a t  it  

s p e a k s a ga in s t r a th e r  t h a n  fo r  s u ch  a  lim it a t io n .®  I n  t h e  

b e gin n in g o f t h e e le ve n t h  ce n t u r y, F u lb e r t  o f Ch a r t r e s  

d e fin it e ly  h a r k s  b a ck  t o  t h e  co n ce p t io n  a n d , in  co n ju n ct io n  

w it h  t h e La t in  ve r s io n  o f t h e e a s t e r n le gen d b y t h e  

P s e u d o -J e r o m e , h e  t r e a t s t h is  in  a ll p a r t icu la r s  a s d o  t h e  

o r ie n t a ls .7

Feast," The Month, CÏII (1904), 449-65. In England in the pre-N orman  
period, cf. Edm. Bishop, "O n the O rigins of the Feast of the Conception of 
the Blessed V irgin M ary, Downside Review (1886), reprinted in Bishop, 
Liturgica Historica (O xford, 1918), pp. 238-49. See Le Bachelet, op. cit., 
987-92.

4 Pasch. Radb., De partu Virginis, PL, CX X, 1371; see Passaglia, op. cit., 
no. 1640; cf. Le Bachelet, op. cit., 984  f.

5 St. Peter D am ian or rather N icholas of Clairvaux, Sermo 40 de assumpt.; 
PL, CXLIV, 719  f.; about St. Peter D amian, see Le Bachelet, op. cit., 995.

• See Passaglia, op. cit., 1632.
T Fulbert Carnot., Serm. 6 in ortu almae Virg., PL, CXLI, 326  f.; see Le 

Bachelet op. cit., 985  f. H ere Scheeben goes into details concerning the 
origin of the feast in England. Since recent researches have elucidated this 
point rather w ell, w e shall leave out this passage of Scheeben and give in
stead the present status of the question. The conquest of England by W il
liam  I of N ormandy ( 1066) resulted in the disappearance of all traces of the 
celebration  of this feast from  the pre-Norman  period ( Bishop, op. cit., p. 246; 
Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1003). The feast w as re-established by young A nselm
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I n  t h e  ge n u in e  w r it in gs  o f St . An s e lm  n o  t r a ce  is  fo u n d  

o f h is  le a n in g in  fa vo r  o f t h e  fe a s t  o r  t h e  d o ct r in e . O n  t h e  

co n t r a r y, in  h is  Cur Deus hom o (  10 9 8  ) , h e  p a s s e s  o ve r  in  

s ile n ce  Bo s o ’s  r e m a r k : “T h e  Vir g in  h e r s e lf w a s  co n ce ived  

in  in iq u it y a n d  b o r n  w it h  t h e  o r igin a l s in .” 8 T h is , h o w 

e ve r , is n o t co n clu s ive , fo r  t h e  ve r y r e a s o n  t h a t An s e lm  

h im s e lf d e cla r e d  t h e  b o o k  u n fin is h e d . Bu t  in  t h e  b o o k  h e  

w r o te  a t  Lyo n s , De conceptu virginali Christi et originali 

peccato (10 9 9 ) , in  w h ich  t h e fa m o u s p a s s a ge a p p ea r s  

r e la t ive  t o  t h e  p e r fe ct  p u r it y  o f t h e  M o t h e r  o f G o d ,9 ju d g 

in g  b y  t h e  co n te xt  a n d  t h e  r e fe r e n ce  t o  t h e  e a r lie r  p a s sa ge , 

h e  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  t o  co n s id e r  t h is  p u r it y gr e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  

p u r it y a lr e a d y a t t a in e d  b y M a r y t h r o u gh  h e r fa it lr in  

Ch r is t  b e fo r e  H is  co n ce p t io n .10  11

(cousin of the saint, w ho died in 1109) w ho returned as papal legate from  

Rome, w here he w as abbot of the G reek m onasteiy of St. Sabbas, and w ho  

in 1120 becam e abbot of St. Edm und ’s (Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1006). U nder 

his influence the feast began soon to spread in England and N ormandy. But 

opposition also followed quickly. It resulted in the w ritten defense ( the first 

w hich w as preserved), Eadmerus’ Tractatus de conceptione s. Mariae. The 

opposition w as probably broken by a council of London in 1129 (Bishop, 

op. cit., pp. 246 and 247 note 5). In 1136 the feast w as introduced in Lyons  

(Le Bacnelet, op. cit., 1011), against w hich tw o years later (ibid.) St. Ber

nard protested. >
’ St. A nselm, Cur Deus homo, V ol. II, chap. 16; PL, CLVH I, 416.

9 St. A nselm , De conceptu virginali, chap. 18; PL, CLVI1I, 451.

10 Cf. Le Bachelet, op. cit., 995-1001.

11 Scheeben alludes m ainly to a revelation w hich H elsinus ( or Elsinus, 

also A ethelsige), A bbot of Ramsay, about 1070, is said to have had on the

I n  ge n e r a l, t h e  in t r o d u ct io n  o f t h is  fe a s t  a n d  t h e  e n t h u 

s ia sm  fo r  it s p u r p o r t s e e m  t o  h a ve  b e e n  la ck in g in  t h e 

o lo g ica l gu id a n ce . Ch ild lik e  p ie t y, in cit e d  b y a cco u n t s  

o f m ir a cle s  a n d  r e ve la t io n s , h a d  t h e  u p p e r h a n d . I n  fa vo r  

o f t h e d o ct r in e a n d  t h e fe a s t t h e s e m ir a cle s w e r e a d 

va n ce d  t o ge t h e r  w it h  t h e  a p p r e cia t io n  o f it s  e m in en t  a p 

p r o p r ia t e n e s s , b u t  p o s it ive t h e o lo g ica l r e a s o n s  w e r e  n o t  

s t r e s s e d .11 F u r th e r , a  cle a r  e xp o s it io n  o f t h e  id e a  o f t h e  
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fe a s t w a s a ls o la ck in g . F o r t h a t r e a s o n it w a s q u it e  

p r o p e r  fo r  St . Be r n a r d , in  h is fa m o u s le t t e r  a b o u t  114 0 , 

t o  u r ge  t h e  p r e b e n d a r ie s  o f Lyo n s  t o  a  ca r e fu l r e s e a r ch .12  

H e  p o in t e d  o u t  t h e  d a n ge r  o f e r r o r  a n d  co n fu s io n  w h ich  

co u ld  a n d  m u s t e n s u e fr o m  a  d e m a n d , n o n e t o o cle a r ly  

d e fin e d , fo r  t ir e  ce le b r a t io n  o f M a r y’s co n ce p t io n  a s  w e ll 

a s h e r  b ir t h , s in ce t h e la t t e r  s u p p o se s t h e fo r m e r . T h is  

d e m a n d m e a n t e it h e r t h a t t h e co n ce p t io n  w a s s a n c

t ifie d  in  t h e s a m e w a y a s t h e b ir t h  fr o m  t h e w o m b , s o  

t h a t  M a r y w a s co n ce ive d  a lr e a d y s a n ct ified ; o r  t h a t t h e  

h o lin e s s o f h e r  b ir t h  w a s s o co n d it io n e d  b y t h e s a n ct i

fica t io n  o f h e r  co n ce p t io n , t h a t t h e co n ce p t io n  w a s t h e  

m e a n s  b y  w h ich  M a r y w a s  s a n ct ifie d  a n d , t h e r e fo r e , a ls o  

w a s b o r n s a n ct ified . Bu t b o t h w e r e im p o s s ib le : t h e  

fo r m e r , b e ca u s e  b e fo r e h e r  co n ce p t io n  M a r y h a d  n o  e x

is t e n ce w h a t eve r ; t h e la t t e r , b e ca u s e , in  t h a t ca s e , t h e  

p r o d u cin g fa cto r s o p e r a t in g in  t h e  co n ce p t io n  h a d  t o  b e  

t h e ve h icle  a n d  in s t r u m e n t o f t h e H o ly G h o s t , a n d  t h e  

ca r n a l a p p e a l in  t h e  a ct  o f p r o d u ct io n  d id  n o t  a llo w  t h is . 

Co n s e q u e n t ly, t h e r e  w a s  t h e  d a n ge r  e it h e r  o f in t r o d u cin g  

occasion of a m iraculous rescue from imm inent shipw reck. This revelation  

said, that the day of M ary ’s conception m ust be celebrated w ith the officium 

nativitatis (provided that nativitatis is replaced w ith conceptionis). This 

narrative appears in m any documents m ostly ascribed to St. A nselm (Sermo 

de cone. C. Mariae, PL, CLIX , 319 ff.; Miraculum de conceptione s. Mariae, 
ibid. 323 ff. ) and w as enriched in the course of time w ith other m iracles ( see 

Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1001 ff). The first defenders of the feast (Eadm erus, 

see note 7, and O sbertus of Clara, in a letter to A nselm Junior, w hich  

Thurston has published together w ith the tract of Eadm erus, 1904) seem  

unaware of this narrative. But St. Bernard ( Epist. 174, no. 6; PL, CLXX XII, 

335: profertur scriptum supernae, ut aiunt, revelationis) appears to allude  

to it, and shortly after him  it appears in m any breviaries, m artyrologies and  

other liturgical,  books. It has no doubt had a great influence on the propaga

tion of the feast But Scheeben ’s judgm ent, that the feast w as lacking in 

theological guidance, seem s too strict. It m ay be sufficient to point to the 

w ritings of O sbertus and particularly to those of Eadm erus. Cf. Le Bachelet, 

op. cit., 1004.

«  St. Bernard, Epist. 174; PL, CLX XX II, 332-36.
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a  fa ls e  h o lin e s s , i.e ., t h e  h o lin e s s  o f a  n o n -e xis t e n t  b e in g , 

o r , o f p a yin g  h o n o r  t o  s in , i.e ., t o  s e xu a l a p p e t it e .

T h e  s e n s e  o f Be r n a r d ’s  le t t e r  s e e m s  t o  in d ica t e  t h a t  t h e  

co n ce p t io n  in  q u e s t io n  is n o t  t h e co n ce p t io n  o f t h e  p e r 

s o n  a n d  o f t h e s p ir it  b y t h e  cr e a t io n  o f t h e  s o u l, b u t  t h e  

co n ce p t io n  o f t h e s e e d  w h ich , a t t h a t t im e , w a s s im p ly  

ca lle d  co n ce p t io n  b y  a ll. T h e  co n t e xt  s h o w s  t h is  a n d  w it h 

o u t e xce p t io n  a ll t h e o lo g ia n s o f t h e t h ir t e e n th  ce n tu r y  

u n d e r s t o o d  h im  in  t h a t  w a y. M o r e o ve r , in  t h e  Acta, w h ich  

St . Be r n a r d  h a d  a t  h is  d is p o sa l, t h is co n ce p t io n  w it h  t h e  

cr e a t io n  o f t h e s o u l w a s e m p h a t ica lly in d ica t e d  a s t h e  

o b je ct  o f t h e fe a s t .18 H e n ce , t h e  s yllo g is m  a ls o  r e fe r s t o  

t h is co n ce p t io n : “I f, t h e r e fo r e , s h e  co u ld  b y  n o  m e a n s  b e  

s a n ct ifie d  b e fo r e h e r  co n ce p t io n , b e ca u s e s h e w a s n o n 

e xis t e n t , b u t n e ith e r  in  t h e co n ce p t io n  it s e lf ( in  t h e a ct  

o f co n ce p t io n ) b e ca u s e  o f s in  ( t h a t  is , s e n s u a lit y) w h ich  

t o o k  p a r t  in  it , t h e r e  r e m a in s t h a t  s h e  is  b e lie ved  t o  h a ve  

b e e n  s a n ct ifie d  w h e n  s h e a lr e a d y e xis t e d in  t h e w o m b  

a ft e r  h e r  co n ce p t io n , w h ich  s a n ct ifica t io n , w it h  t h e  e xclu 

s io n  o f s in , s a n ct ifie d  h e r  b ir th ,  b u t  n o t  h e r  co n ce p t io n .” 14  

Acco r d in gly, Be r n a r d ’s  o p p o s it io n  w a s  in  n o  w a y  d ir e ct ly  

co n ce r n e d  w it h  t h e  o b je ct o f t h e fe a s t a cco r d in g t o t h e  

d o gm a . E ve n t h e s a n ct ifica t io n a ft e r t h e co n ce p t io n ,  

w h ich  h e  a d va n ce s , ca n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a  s a n ct ifica t io n

18 Scheeben knew only a m ore recent w ording of Pseudo-A nselm ’s Sermo 

de cone., found also in M igne, PL, CLIX, 319-24. In the revelation of H el- 

sinus he read that the dies conceptionis et creationis Matris Domini (PL, 
CLIX , 320) had to be celebrated. In the m ore ancient text, published by  

Thurston in the edition of Eadmerus ’ Tractatus (1904), it reads only: Dies 

conceptionis matris Christi (op. cit., p. 90). The w ords quoted by Scheeben  

in tire previous chapter (note 14) from that sermo concerning the conceptio 

spiritualis or creatio animae, can be found in a volume w hich later added to  

the m ore ancient w ording. St. Bernard probably knew  only the m ore ancient 

form  of that sermo; in his Epist. 174 no m ention is m ade of creatio animae 

or conceptio spiritualis.
»« Op. cit., PL, CLXX XII, 335.
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b y t h e in fu s io n  o f t h e s o u l, a lth o u gh , in  co m p a r in g it  

w it h  t h e  h o lin e s s  o f J o h n  t h e  Ba p t is t , h e  ce r t a in ly  d id  n o t  

e lu cid a t e  t h is  p o in t  a n d  s e e m s  h a r d ly t o  h a ve  t h o u gh t  o f 

it . O t h e r w is e , h e a p p e a r s d e s ir o u s o n ly o f co u n s e llin g  

p r u d e n ce , n o t  o f p r o n o u n cin g  a  d e cis ive  ju d gm e n t  in  t h e  

m a t t e r , r a t h e r  in  fa ct  o f le a vin g t h e  d e cis io n  t o  t h e  H o ly  

Se e .16

T h e a p p e a l o f St . Be r n a r d  d id  n o t d ir e ct ly r e s u lt in  

ch e ck in g t h e p r o p a ga t io n  o f t h e fe a s t .1® O n ly la t e r , a t  

le a s t  in  s o m e  d io ce s e s , d id  t h e U n ive r s it y o f P a r is ca u s e  

t h e  s u p p r e s s io n  o f t h e  fe a s t , b e ca u s e a n d  in  s o  fa r  a s it  

r e fe r r e d  t o  t h e  h o lin e s s  o f t h e co n ce p t io n  o f t h e s e e d  o r  

o f t h e  fle s h  a s  a n  a ct , o r  a t  le a s t  t o  a  s a n ct ifica t io n  o f t h e  

fle s h  co n ce ive d  in  t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f t h e s e e d , o r  a ls o t o  

a  s a n ct ifica t io n  a ft e r  t h e  co n ce p t io n  a n d  b e fo r e  t h e  a n im a 

t io n .17 I n  fa ct , t h is fo r m u la t io n  in d ica t e d  cle a r ly w h a t , 

in  t h e o p in io n  o f t h e o p p o n e n t s w a s t o b e r e je ct e d  a s  

o b je ct io n a b le  o r  a t  le a s t  a s  q u e s t io n a b le , in  t h e  id e a  o f t h e  

fe a s t a s t h e n  u n d e r s to o d . T h e y h a d  in  m in d  n o t o n ly a  

s a n ct ifica t io n  o f t h e  s o u l, a n d  o f t h e  b o d y b y t h e  s o u l in  

a n d  b y t h e cr e a t io n  o f t h e la t t e r , b u t  p r im a r ily a  s a n ct i-

18 Cf. Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1010-15.
18 Scheeben added: “for fourteen years later it is found in the w hole of 

France.” Since he gives the date of St. Bernard ’s letter as 1140, it m ust 

allude to a statute of A tto, prior of a Benedictine m onastery in the G ascogne: 

Anno Inc. Oom. 1154 . . . statuimus de B. Dei Gen. M. conceptione, quod 

jam fere per totam Galliam devotissime ab omni christiano percelebratur po
pulo, hoc et a fratibus nostris . . . solemnisetur’ ( M artene, De antiquis mona
chorum ritibus, lib. IV , c. 2, n. 16; Lugduni, 1680, p. 573). For the propaga

tion of the feast, see Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1033  f., 1064  f.

17 Scheeben refers only to St. A lbert the G reat, in 3 Sent., dist. 3, a, 4. 

There w e read: Dicimus quod B.V. non fuit sanctificato ante animationem, 
et qui dicunt oppositum est haeresis condemnata a Beato Bernardo in 

epistola ad Lugaunenses et a magistris omnibus Parisiensibus. It seem s in

deed that under the pressure of the doctores Parisienses M aurice de Sully, 

Bishop of Paris, (1160-1196) forbade the feast. See Le Bachelet, op. cit., 
1036.
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fica t io n  a ls o o f t h e fir s t fo r m a t io n  o f M a r y’s fle s h  p r e 

ce d in g it s vivifyin g  b y G o d , o r  t h e  s a n ct ifica t io n  o f t h is  

ve r y fle s h  b e ca u s e o f it s d e s t in y a s m a t t e r fo r Ch r is t ’s  

b o d y a n d  t h e  a b o d e  o f t h e  Lo go s .

T h is  is r e fe r r e d  t o  in  t h e  o ld  o r a t io n  o f t h e  fe a s t  fr o m  

t h e M is s a l o f Lyo n s : “G o d  w h o h a s t p r e -o r d a in e d  t h e  

b o d y  o f t h e  Ble s s e d  Vir gin  M a r y t o  b e  h o ly a n d  h a s t  p r e 

s e r ve d  it  fr o m  t h e  s t a in  o f a ll s in ,” e t c .18  I n  t h is s e n t e n ce  

a ll e m p h a s is  w a s  la id  o n  M a r y ’s s a n ct ifica t io n  in  t h e  o r i

gin  o f h e r  co n ce p t io n , w h e n  t h e  fo u n d a t io n  w a s  la id  fo r  

t h e t e m p le . H e n ce , w it h  St . Be r n a r d  t h e y s p o k e e s p e 

cia lly o f a  “co n ce p t io n  o f t h e s e e d .” I n  co n t r a s t  t o  h im , 

h o w e ve r , t h e y t o o k co ve r u n d e r t h e e xp la n a t io n  t h a t , 

w h a t  w a s  m e a n t  b y t h is , w a s  o n ly s u ch  a  s a n ct ifica t io n  o f 

t h e  t h in g  co n ce ive d  a s  t o o k  p la ce  n o t  b e ca u s e  o f t h e  s a n c 

t it y  o f t h e  a ct ive  co n ce p t io n , b u t  in  s p it e  o f it s  u n h o lin e s s , 

a n d  n e it h e r  b e fo r e  n o r  a ft e r  t h is co n ce p t io n , b u t s im u l

t a n e o u s ly. T h is vie w p o in t w a s t a k e n  e s p e cia lly in  t h e  

Tractatus de conceptione S. Mariae.19

An o t h e r  a p o lo ge t ic  w r it in g,2 0  u n b e co m in gly ve h e m e n t ,  

b u t  o t h e r w is e  ve r y cle ve r , a n d  a im e d  d ir e ct ly a t t h e  le t 

t e r o f St . Be r n a r d , w e n t e ve n  fu r t h e r . T o  e lu cid a t e t h e  

p o s it io n  t h e n  t a k e n  o n  t h e  q u e s t io n , t h e o lo g ia n s  o f la t e r  

d a t e  p a id  lit t le  o r  n o  a t t e n t io n  t o  t h is  w r it in g . W h e n  t h e y

18 This oration appears in the Missale incliti cenobii Athanatensis in 

dioecesi Lugdunensi ordinis divi Benedicti, printed there (Ainay) in 1531. 

The text is of m uch earlier date, but it cannot be settled w hether it dates 

back to the time of St. Bernard. See Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1011.

i» PL, CXCV, 301-18 (from  Eadmerus).

20 Sermo de immaculata conceptione Virginis Mariae Matris Dei, under 

the nam e of Peter Comestor, according to an A ntwerp edition of 1536, edited  

by Petrus de A lva Y A storga, Monumenta antiqua immaculatae Conceptionis 

ss. Virg. Mariae ex variis authoribus antiquis tum inanuscriptis quum im
pressis . . . , Louvain, 1654. It is ascribed also to Richard of St. V ictor 

and others. See a detailed analysis in M alou, op. cit., II, 117-35; cf. Le 

Bachelet, op. cit., 1015  ff.



92 M A RIO LO G Y

d id  r e fe r  t o  it , it  w a s  o n ly in  t e s t im o n y o f t h e  p u r p o r t  o f 

t h e  d o gm a , w it h o u t  r e ga r d  t o  t h e  fa ct  t h a t t h is d o ct r in e  

s t ill co n t a in e d  s o m e th in g q u e s t io n a b le . T h e r e a l w r it e r  

ca n  h a r d ly b e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e E n glis h  m o n k N ich o la s o f 

St . Alb a n ,2 1 w h o in  h is co r r e s p o n d e n ce  w it h  P e t e r  Ce l-  

le n s is d e cla im e d ve h e m en t ly a ga in s t St . Be r n a r d . H e  

e ve n  h e ld  t h a t t h e s o u l o f M a r y w a s t w ice  p ie r ce d  b y a  

s w o r d , o n ce  u n d e r  t h e cr o s s , a n d  a ga in  b y t h e a t t a ck  o f 

St . Be r n a r d  a ga in s t h e r co n ce p t io n , 2 2 fo r w h ich  r e a s o n  

St . Be r n a r d  s h o u ld  h a ve a p p e a r e d  a ft e r h is d e a th  t o a  

fr ia r  o f h is  o r d e r , w it h  a  s t a in  o n  h is b r e a s t .

T h is a p o lo ge t ic w r it in g , r e fe r r e d t o a b o ve , d e n ie s  

t h a t  t h e  fle s h  o f M a r y h a d  a n y m o r e  n e e d  o f p u r ifica t io n  

t h a n  t h a t  o f Ch r is t , s in ce  a s  a  ch a n n e l o f s a lva t io n  it  co u ld  

in  it s e lf b e  in  n o  n e e d  o f p u r ifyin g. F u r t h e r , it  w a s  b le s s e d  

n o t  o n ly in  t h e  co n ce p t io n  b u t  b e fo r e  t h e  co n ce p t io n , o r  

r a t h e r , it  w a s  p r e se r ve d  im m a cu la t e  fr o m  Ad a m  t h r o u gh  

a ll s u cce e d in g ce n t u r ie s . T h e  w r it e r  h in t s h e r e  a t a  fa n 

t a s t ic  o p in io n , w h ich  a p p e a r s  a ls o  in  s o m e  r e p o r t s  o f p r i

va t e  r e ve la t io n s , t o t h e e ffe ct t h a t , b e fo r e  t h e F a ll, G o d  

s e p a r a t e d  a  p o r t io n  o f t h e fle s h  in  Ad a m  a n d  k e p t  it  fo r  

t h e  p r o d u ct io n  o f Ch r is t  a n d  M a r y. T h e  e xis t e n ce  o f t h is  

fa n t a s t ic  o p in io n  ve r y cle a r ly  in d ica t e s  t h a t  t h e  m o r e  s e r i

o u s  t h e o lo gia n s  o f t h a t  t im e  h a d  e ve r y  r e a s o n  fo r  t h e  s o b e r  

in ve s t iga t io n  o f a  d o ct r in e , in  fa vo r  o f w h ich  t h is  o p in io n  

w a s  in ve n t e d . I n  s p it e  o f it s  e vid e n t  a n d  in t r in s ic im p o s -

21 The genuine w ritten defense of N icholas of St. A lban, Liber de cele
branda conceptione Mariae, w as described by Edm. Bishop, The Bosworth 

Psalter, London, 1908, p. 45 (note) in a m anuscript of the Bodleiana. The 

author of the w ork referred to by Scheeben, and certainly falsely ascribed to 

Peter Com estor, is as yet unknow n. Cf. Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1015, 1024.

22 Q uoted in Peter de La Celle, Epist. 171; PL, CCII, 617; and again in the 

answer to that letter, ibid., 622. A bout this correspondence see chapter 1, 

notes 20, 21, and 22. The vision w ith the black stain is related by N icholas 

of St. A lban, Epist. 172; PL, CCII, 623.
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s ib ilit y a n d  t h e  d e cis ive  r e fu t a t io n  it  m e t  w it h , t h is  o p in 

io n  is la t e r  r a th e r  fr e q u e n t ly r e p e a t ed . St . T h o m a s a n d  

St . Bo n a ve n t u r e  co m b a t t e d  it e xt e n s ive ly.2 3

Bu t  e ve n  if t h e a u t h o r ’s w o r d s a r e n o t u n d e r s to o d  in  

t h is co a r s e s e n s e , t h e y m u s t n e ve r t h e le s s s o u n d  a ll t h e  

m o r e s t r a n ge , s in ce , a cco r d in g t o t h e e xa m p le o f t h e  

F a t h e r s , it  w a s  cu s to m a r y  t o  s p e a k  o f a  p u r ifica t io n  e ve n  

in  Ch r is t ’s  fle s h  w h ich  t o o k  p la ce  o n  H is  a s s u m p t io n  o f it . 

Ch r is t ’s  fle s h  w a s  co n s id e r e d  p u r e , n o t  in  t h e  p r in cip le s  o f 

it s p r o d u ct io n , b u t  s im p ly in  s o  fa r  a s it  w a s in  t h e  p e r 

s o n  o f Ch r is t . I n  co n t r a s t  t o  t h is  a u th o r  it  w a s  a s s e r t e d  b y  

o t h e r s , t h a t  t h is  fle s h , w h ich  w a s  t o  b e  u s e d  b y G o d  a s  a  

m e a n s  o f s a lva t io n , h a d  t o  b e  t a k e n  fr o m  t h e  ve r y fle s h  in  

n e e d  o f p u r ifyin g.2 4 T h e  p r o m o t e r s o f t h e o p in io n , t h a t  

t h e s a n ct ifica t io n  o f t h e  b o d y p r e ce d e s t h a t o f t h e  s o u l, 

a d d u ce d  t h e a n a lo gy o f t h e a r k  o f t h e co ve n a n t , w h ich  

w a s co n s id e r e d  a s a  s p e cific figu r e o f M a r y’s b o d y; a n d  

t h e y p o in t e d  o u t , t h a t  t h e  a r k  w a s  m a d e  o f im p e r is h a b le  

w o o d  a n d  in la id  w it h  go ld , e ve n  b e fo r e  t h e  go ld e n  ve s s e l 

w it h  t h e  m a n n a  w a s  p la ce d  in  it .2 8

H e n ce , w h e n  t h e gr e a t s ch o la s t ics o f t h e t h ir t e e n t h  

ce n tu r y t o o k u p  t h e  q u e s t io n , it w a s n o t a s k e d  w h e th e r  

M a r y  w a s co n ce ived  im m a cu la t e , in a s m u ch  a s h e r  s a n c-

23 St. Bonaventure, in 3 Sent., dist. 3, q. 2, art. 2; St. Thom as, in 3 Sent., 
dist. 3, q. 4, a. 1 corp, et ad 2 et 3. See also the related problem  : Utrum caro 

Christi in patribus fuerit peccato obnoxia? (Ill, q.31, a.7) and also Suarez.

24 Sicut non erat decens ut pro Adam et eius successione corrupta aliquis 

satisfaceret, qui ex illo genere non esset, ita etiam esset incongruum ut 
naturam infectam sanaret Dei Filius, nisi hoc ipsum quod prius infectum 

fuerat assumpsisset. Et ideo dicendum est quod caro Christi, secundum quod 

in patribus et etiam in beata Virgine, peccato infecta fuit antequam as
sumeretur, sed in ipsa assumptione ab omni infectione peccati purgata est, 
ut secundum quod est actu caro Christi, nihil in ea maculae inveniatur ( St. 

Thom as, in 3 Sent., dist. 3, q.4, a.l in corp.; see also St. Bonaventure, op. 
cit.).

26 See, e.g., St. A lbert the G reat, in 3 Sent., d.3. a. 4. 
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t ifica t io n  t o o k  p la ce s im u lt a n e o u s ly w it h  t h e in fu s io n  o f 

t h e  s o u l it s e lf. I n s t e a d , t h e  q u e s t io n  a lw a ys  w a s , w h e t h e r  

M a r y’s  s a n ct ifica t io n  t o o k  p la ce  b e fo r e  t h e  in fu s io n  o f t h e  

s o u l in t o  t h e  fle s h , t h e r e fo r e , fir s t  in  t h e  fo r m  o f a  s a n ct i

fica t io n  o f t h e  fle s h  (  b e fo r e , in , o r  a ft e r  it s co n ce p t io n  o r  

fo r m a t io n ) . 2 6 Aft e r t h a t t h e fr e e d o m  o f t h e s o u l fr o m  

o r igin a l s in  w a s a n a t u r a l r e s u lt o f t h e s a n ct ifica t io n  o f 

t h e  fle s h , o r  it  h a d  a lr e a d y b e e n  b e s t o w e d  in  t h e s a n ct i

fica t io n  o f t h e  fle s h . Co n s eq u e n t ly in  it s e lf t h e  s o u l in  n o  

w a y co n t r a ct e d  o r igin a l s in , n o t e ve n  in  s o fa r a s t h e  

“d e b t ” w a s  co n ce r n e d . O r  a n o t h e r  q u e s t io n  w a s , w h e t h e r  

t h e  s a n ct ifica t io n  t o o k  p la ce  o n ly a ft e r  t h e  in fu s io n  o f t h e  

s o u l, in  t h e fo r m  o f a r e d e m p t io n  o f t h e s o u l fr o m  t h e  

s la ve r y o f s in , t o  w h ich  t h is  ve r y u n io n  w it h  t h e  u n sa n c 

t ifie d  fle s h  w o u ld  s u b je ct  it .

U n co n d it io n a lly a n d  m o s t  e m p h a t ica lly a ll r e p u d ia t e d  

t h e  fir s t  vie w , p r o t e s t in g t h e r eb y a ga in s t e ve r y p r e s a n c 

t ifica t io n  o f t h e  fle s h  b e fo r e  t h e  in fu s io n  o f t h e  s o u l a n d , 

b a s e d  u p o n  t h is , a ga in s t a r a d ica l p r e s e r va t io n  o f t h e  

s o u l fr o m  co n t r a ct in g s in  a p a r t  fr o m  t h e  fle s h . T h e y p r o 

t e s t ed  a ga in s t  t h e  fo r m e r , b e ca u s e  in a n im a t e fle s h  is  n o t  

s u s ce p t ib le o f r e a l s a n ct ifica t io n ; a ga in s t t h e la t t e r , b e 

ca u s e  s u ch  a  p r e s e r va t io n  e xe m p t e d  M a r y e n t ir e ly fr o m

26 M ost interesting is the series of questions relating to this m atter as 

found in A lexander of H ales, Summa theologica, H I, q. 9, m embr. 2: An b. 
Virgo ante suam conceptionem sanctificato fuerit (a.l); an in ipsa concep
tione sanctificari potuit (a.2); an post conceptionem ante animae infusionem 

(a.3); an post infusionem animae in utero matris (a. 4); also in St. A lbert 

the G reat, in 3 Sent., dist. 3: A n b. virgo sanctificato sit in utero vel ante 

uterum (a.3); an caro b. virginis fuit sanctificato ante animationem vel post 
(a. 4); utrum post animationem et ante nativitatem ex utero (a.5); in St 

Bonaventure, in 3 Sent., dist. 3, p. 1, a. 1: Utrum sanctificato fuerit caro Vir
ginis ante animationem (q.l)·, ante peccati originalis contractionem (q.2); 

ante nativitatem (q.3); in St. Thom as, in 3 Sent., dist. 3 q.l, a. 1: Utrum b. 
virgo sanctificato fuerit antequam conceptio camis eius finiretur (qla 1); 

utrum ante animationem (qla 2); utrum, ante nativitatem ex utero (qla 3). 
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t h e  u n ive r s a lit y o f s in  a n d  fr o m  t h e  n e e d  o f r e d e m p t io n .  

Acco r d in g ly t h e y t a u gh t  n o t  o n ly t h a t  t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f 

t h e fle s h  t o o k p la ce in  s in , b u t a ls o  t h a t t h e s o u l, in  it s  

in fu s io n  in t o  t h e  u n s a n ct ifie d  b o d y, w a s  co n t a m in a t e d  b y  

s in , t h a t  is , t a in t e d  a n d  a ffe ct e d  b y s in  o r  e n s n a r e d  in  it . 

I t w a s n o t r e a lize d  t h a t , b e t w e e n  t h e “b e fo r e ” a n d  t h e  

“a ft e r ,” t h e r e  w a s  a n  “a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e ” (  sim ul ) , a n d  t h a t  

t h e  d ifficu lt ie s  a d va n ce d  w o u ld  b e  a vo id e d  b y a cce p t in g  

t h e  “a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e ” t o ge t h e r  w it h  a  post natura. Su ch  

a n  “a t  t h e  s a m e t im e ” h a d  n e ve r  b e e n  a d va n ce d  b y t h e  

a d vo ca t e s  o f t h e  im m a cu la t e co n ce p t io n .

F o r  t h e s a k e o f t h e a r gu m e n t , a cco r d in g t o w h ich  a  

b o d y, n o t  a n im a t e d  b y  a  s p ir it u a l s o u l, is  n o t  s u s ce p t ib le  o f 

s a n ct ifica t io n  in  it s p r o p e r  s e n s e , s o m e  h a d  fin a lly fa lle n  

b a ck  o n  t h e  s t a n d , t h a t  t h e  s a fe gu a r d in g  o f t h e  s o u l a ga in s t  

co n t r a ct in g s in  h a d  a t le a s t t o b e e ffe ct ed  b y a s p e cia l 

gr a ce  gr a n t e d  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  o f t h e  in fu s io n  o f t h e  s o u l. 

Bu t e ve n  t h is p r e s e r va t io n  b y a s im u lt a n e o u s in fu s io n  

w a s n o t u n d e r s t o o d in  t h e s e n s e t h a t t h e e n t r y o f t h e  

s a n ct ifica t io n , a s p o s t e r io r in  n a tu r e , p r e s u p p o s e d  t h e  

u n io n  o f t h e  s o u l w it h  t h e  b o d y a n d , a s  a  r e s u lt , t h e  “d e b t  

o f s in ” a n d  t h e n e e d  o f r e d e m p t io n . T h e y r e p r e s e n t e d  

t h e  e n t r y o f s a n ct ifica t io n  r a th e r  a s  in  n a t u r e  p r io r  t o  t h e  

in fu s io n  o f t h e  s o u l in t o  t h e  b o d y a n d , t h e r e fo r e , a s p r e 

ve n t in g n o t  o n ly t h e  e ffe ct ive  in ce p t io n  o f t h e  s t a in , b u t  

a ls o t h e im m e d ia t e n e ce s s it y o f in cu r r in g t h is s t a in . At  

t h e  s a m e  t im e , s u ch  a  m e a n in g  w a s  a t t a ch e d  t o  t h e  s im u l

t a n e o u s s a n ct ifica t io n  o f t h e s o u l a s t o p la ce it o n  t h e  

s a m e  le ve l  a s  t h e  p r e se r va t io n  o f t h e  fle s h  b e fo r e  it s  a n im a 

t io n .

T h is fo r m u la t io n  is fo u n d  in  t h e  la t e r  a d d it io n  t o  t h e  

d e cr e e , w h ich  is a s cr ib e d  t o St . An s e lm : “t h e d a y, o n  
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w h ich  t h e  w o r th y s o u l o f o u r  r e p a r a t r ix is cr e a t e d , s a n c

t ified , a n d  in fu s e d  in t o  h e r  m o s t  s a cr e d  b o d y.” 2 7 Acco r d 

in g t o St . Bo n a ve n tu r e  2 8 t h e m a t t e r  w a s e xp la in e d  b y  

a n  illu s t r a t io n  a s fo llo w s : M a r y ’s b o d y r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  

a r k o f t h e co ve n a n t . H e r s o u l w a s t h e go ld e n  ve s s e l 

w h ich  co n t a in e d  t h e  m a n n a  a s  a  s ym b o l o f gr a ce . As  t h e  

ve s s e l w a s  fir s t  fille d  w it h  m a n n a  a n d  o n ly t h e n  p la ce d  in  

t h e  a r k , s o  a ls o  M a r y ’s  s o u l w a s  fir s t  e q u ip p e d  w it h  gr a ce  

a n d  t h e n  in fu s e d  in t o  t h e  b o d y. I n  St . Bo n a ve n tu r e  t h is  

fo r m  o f t h e q u e s t io n  a p p e a r s t h e clea r e s t . Am o n g t h e  

m o r e a n cie n t s ch o la s t ics , h e is a ls o t h e o n ly o n e w h o , 

a ft e r t h e q u e s t io n  co n ce r n in g t h e s a n ct ifica t io n  o f t h e  

fle s h b e fo r e it s a n im a t io n , p u t s t h e s p e cia l q u e s t io n , 

“w h e t h e r  t h e s o u l o f t h e Bles s e d  Vir gin  w a s s a n ct ifie d  

b e fo r e co n t r a ct in g o r igin a l s in ?” 2 9 H e r e  h e  h a s in  m in d  

t h o se o p p o n e n t s w h o , w h ile d e n yin g a p u r ifica t io n  o f 

t h e  fle s h  b e fo r e  t h e  a n im a t io n , co n ce d e d  p r e s e r va t io n  o f 

t h e  s o u l b y  a  gr a ce , im m e d ia t e ly gr a n t e d  t o  it , s o  t h a t  t ir e  

t a in t  o f t h e  fle s h  w a s  w it h o u t  e ffe ct  a n d  co u ld  n o t  co m 

m u n ica t e it s e lf t o t h e s o u l. I t is e vid e n t h e r e t h a t t h e  

p r e s e r va t io n  fr o m  s in , im p lie d  in  t h e s a n ct ifica t io n  b e 

fo r e  t h e  co n t r a ct io n  o f s in , w a s  a t  t h e  t im e  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  

b o t h  s id e s e xclu s ive ly o n  t h e a n a lo gy o f a  s a fe gu a r d in g  

a ga in s t  a ctu a l s in s , a s a  s u p p o r t  o f t h e  s o u l in  im m in e n t  

d a n ge r , le s t  it  s h o u ld  fa ll. I n  t h a t  w a y t h e y co u ld  in d e e d  

co n ce ive  o f a  lib e r a t io n  fr o m  t h e  d a n ge r  o f a n  im m in e n t  

e vil, b u t  n o t  o f a  r e d e m p t io n  fr o m  b e in g in vo lve d  in  a n  

e vil a lr e a d y in cu r r e d .

T h e  w h o le  b o d y  o f t h e o lo g ia n s  o f t h e  t h ir t e e n t h  ce n t u r y  

fe lt  b o u n d  t o  a cce p t  t h e  vie w  t h a t  in  M a r y t h e gr a ce  o f

™ PL, CLIX , 322.

18 St Bonaventure, in 3 Sent., dist. 3, p. 1, a. 1, q.2  cond.

28 See note 26.
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r e d e m p t io n p r e s u p p o s e d h e r in clu s io n in  o r igin a l s in , 

w h ich  w a s  n o t o n ly im m in e n t in  t h e fu tu r e , b u t  w a s a n  

a ctu a l r e a lit y. At  t h e  s a m e  t im e  t h e y m a d e  n o  d is t in ct io n  

b e t w e e n  a  vir t u a l a n d  a n  a ctu a l in vo lve m e n t . T h a t  w a s  

(h e b a s is o f t h e ir  o p p o s it io n  t o t h e  s a n ct ifica t io n  b e fo r e  

t h e  a n im a t io n  a n d  co n t r a ct io n  o f s in , p r a ct ica lly im p lie d  

in  a  s a n ct ifica t io n  a ft e r  t h e  a n im a t io n  a n d  co n t r a ct io n  o f 

s in , t h is la t t e r fo llo w in g t h e a n im a t io n  n o t o n ly in  t h e  

o r d e r  o f n a t u r e b u t a ls o o f t im e , a n d  in clu d in g b o t h  a  

vir t u a l a n d  a n  a ctu a l co n t r a ct io n  o f s in . Co n s e q u e n t ly, 

St . An s e lm ’s u t t e r a n ce  a b o u t  M a r y’s p e r fe ct  p u r it y 3 0  w a s  

s o  e xp la in e d  t h a t , t a k e n  in  a  s t r ic t  s e n se , it  co u ld  h o ld  o n ly 

fo r  t h e  t im e  o f Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n , o r  a ls o  fo r  t h e  w h o le  

p e r io d o f M a r y’s in d ep e n d e n t e xis t en ce o u t s id e h e r  

m o t h e r 's w o m b  a ft e r  h e r  b ir th ; b u t t h a t  it ce r t a in ly h a d  

t o in clu d e  t h e  e a r lie s t  p o ss ib le  s a n ct ifica t io n  o f M a r y.

T h is la s t p o in t w a s t h e n  a lr e a d y e m p h a s ize d  b y St . 

Alb e r t t h e G r e a t , a n d  s t ill m o r e s o b y H e n r y o f G h e n t  

a n d  E gid iu s  o f Co lo gn e ,3 1 b y  t h e s e  la t t e r  s o  e m p h a t ica lly  

t h a t  it  t a u gh t  a  s a n ct ifica t io n  o f M a r y  “im m e d ia t e ly a ft e r  

t h e fir s t in s t a n t .” T h e s e t h e o lo g ia n s o n ly s o fa r  d ir e ct ly  

o p p o s e d  t h e s a n ct ifica t io n  “in  t h e fir s t in s t a n t ” a s it  b e 

lo n ge d  t o  t h e  t h e o r y o f t h e  s a n ct ifica t io n  b e fo r e  t h e  a n i

m a t io n  a n d  b e fo r e t h e co n t r a ct io n  o f a n y s in  w h a t e ve r .  

T h e y m a d e n o s e r io u s in ve s t iga t io n  in to t h e o p p o s it e  

q u e s t io n , w h e t h e r  t h e s a n ct ifica t io n  a ft e r t h e a n im a t io n  

s h o u ld , b e ca u s e o f it s p r in cip le s , r e a lly b e s u b s e q u e n t  

a ls o  in  t im e  a n d  n o t  o n ly in  n a t u r e . F o r  t h a t  r e a so n  it  ca n

80 See chap. 4, note 9.

31 Concerning the doctrine of St. A lbert the G reat relating to this m atter, 

see Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1049  f.; cf. H enry of G anda, ibid., 1054; cf. Egidius 

of Cologne, ibid., 1055. A n unpublished original sum mary of H enry ’s Çuodli- 

betum X V , q. 13 by one of H enry ’s anonym ous disciples w as edited by  

P. Castagnoli, in Divus Thomas (Piacenza), X XX V, 361-77. 
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a lw a ys  b e  s a id , t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  fu n d a m e n ta lly  o p p o s e d  

t o  t h e  d o ct r in e  a s  n o w  d e fin ed . O n  t h e  co n t r a r y, h a d  t h e  

q u e s t io n  b e e n  p u t  w it h  a d e q u a te  cle a r n e s s  a n d  d is t in ct 

n e s s , t h e y w o u ld  h a ve fa vo r e d  it , o n  t h e p r in cip le fo r 

m u la t e d  b y St . An s e lm . Be lo w , w h e n  t h e  vie w s  o f Sco t u s  

a r e  d is cu s s e d , t h e r e  is a  p r e s e n t a t io n  o f t h e  p r e s e r va t io n  

fr o m  o r igin a l s in  w h ich  is co m b a t t e d  b y t h e t h e o lo g ia n s  

o f t h e t h ir t e e n t h  ce n t u r y; it is s o m e w h a t d iffe r e n t a n d  

p e r h a p s clea r e r , b u t in  t h e m a in  a m o u n t s t o t h e s a m e  

t h in g. Aga in s t  it  e ve n  Sco t u s  p r o t e s t e d .

W h a t  h o ld s go o d  o f t h e t h e o lo g ia n s  o f t h e t h ir t e e n t h  

ce n t u r y in  ge n e r a l, h o ld s  in  p a r t icu la r  o f St . T h o m a s . I n  

t h e  co m p lica t e d  co n t r o ve r s ie s  a b o u t  h is  vie w  o f t h is  q u e s 

t io n  a n d  it s m e a n in g , it w a s a gr e a t m is t a k e t o r e ga r d  

s o  lit t le  t h e  fa ct  t h a t  St . T h o m a s  co u ld  n o t  p o s s ib ly  h a ve  

b e e n  a lo n e  in  h is  s t a n d , a n d  t h a t  h e r e , n o t  o n ly  h is  a u t h o r 

it y, b u t  a ls o  t h a t  o f t h e  w h o le  t h e o lo gy o f t h e  t h ir t e e n t h  

ce n tu r y is in  q u e s t io n . T h e p a s s a ge s in  w h ich  h e d e a ls  

ex professo w it h  t h e  q u e s t io n  co n ce r n in g t h e  co n ce p t io n  

o f t h e  Ble s se d  Vir g in  a n d  h e r  fir s t s a n ct ifica t io n , a r e t h e  

fo llo w in g: in  3 . S., d is t . 3 ; in  Çuodl. 6 , q . 5 , a . 7 a n d  in  

Com p, theol. C. 2 2 4  a n d  I I I , q . 2 7.

A fa ls ifica t io n  o f t h e fir s t  a n d  t h e la s t p a s s a ge  b y o p 

p o n e n t s o f t h e I m m a cu la t e Co n ce p t io n  is u n t h in k a b le  

a cco r d in g t o t h e  w h o le  co n t e xt . F o r  t h e o r igin a l m a n u 

s cr ip t  o f t h e s a in t  o n  t h e t h ir d  b o o k o f t h e Sentences is  

s t ill e xt a n t .3 2 I t is t r u e t h a t s o m e o n e , im p e lle d  b y m is 

d ir e ct e d  ze a l, cu t o u t t h e m a in  p a r t ; b u t s u ffic ie n t r e 

m a in s  t o  s h o w  t h a t  w h a t  is  cu t  o u t  co u ld  h a ve  co n t a in e d  

n o th in g b u t t h e p r in t e d  t e x t , e s p e cia lly t h e fo r m a l a n d

82 See G . F. Rossi, in Divus Thomas, X XX V, 532-85; concerning the lost 

text relating  to the Imm aculate Conception, see ibid., 575-85, w ith abundant 

bibliographical data.
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p o s it ive d e n ia l o f M a r y ’s s a n ct ifica t io n  a t t h e in s t a n t o f 

(h e in fu s io n  in t o  t h e  s o u l, w h ich  in  St . T h o m a s a p p e a r s  

o n ly  h e r e . T h e  p a s s a ge  in  q u e s t io n  co n ta in s  t h e s e  w o r d s :  

"N e it h e r a t t h e ve r y in s t a n t o f t h e in fu s io n , s o t h a t , 

n a m e ly, s h e  w a s  p r e s e r ve d  b y gr a ce  in fu s ed  in t o  h e r  a t  

t h a t  m o m e n t , le s t s h e in cu r  t h e  o r igin a l gu ilt .” 3 3

T h e a t t e m p t s , w h ich  a cco r d in g t o Se r a fin o P o r r e ct a  

w e r e  m a d e  t o  d e fin e t h e  m e a n in g o f t h is s e n t e n ce  s o  a s  

I o  in d ica t e  t h a t , b y  t h e  “p r e s e r va t io n  fr o m  in cu r r in g  o r ig 

in a l s in ” a s  h e r e  d is p u t e d  b y h im , St . T h o m a s m e a n t , a t  

I  h e  s a m e  t im e ,  a  “p r e s e r va t io n  fr o m  in cu r r in g  t h e  d e b t ,” 3 4  

w o u ld  h a ve  h a d  a  b e t t e r  r e s u lt  a n d  p r o vid e d  a  m o r e  n a t 

u r a l e xp la n a t io n , if t h e p a s s a ge in  q u e s t io n  h a d b e e n  

co m p a r e d  w it h  t h e  a fo r e -m e n t io n e d  u t t e r a n ce  o f St . Bo n a 

ve n t u r e . Aga in , if fo r t h e fa ls ifica t io n  o f t h e a r t ic le in  

t h e  Sum m a,3 5 o n e  a p p e a ls  t o  t h e  t e s t im o n y o f J o h n  Br o m 

ya r d  a s  a  co n t e m p o r a r y  o f St . T h o m a s , it  s h o u ld  b e  n o t ed  

t h a t  Br o m ya r d  live d  a  h u n d r e d  ye a r s a ft e r  St . T h o m a s ,  

w h e r e a s t h e im m e d ia t e d is cip le s o f t h e s a in t , s u ch  a s  

E gid iu s  o f Co lo gn e ,3 0  k n e w  o n ly t h e  t e x t  a s  w e  h a ve  it  t o 

d a y.

I f w e  k e e p  in  m in d  t h e  va r io u s  p a s s a ge s  o f St . T h o m a s  

m e n t io n e d  a b o ve , w h ich  o f co u r s e  m u s t  b e  t a k e n  a s  s t a n d 

a r d , it  ca n n o t  b e  d o u b t e d  t h a t  St . T h o m a s  p o s it ive ly d id

83 St. Thom as, in  3 Sent., dist., 3, q. 1, a. 1, sol. 2.

84 See Capponi a Porrecta, Elucidationes formales in Summam theologicam 

sancti Thomas de Aquino, V enice, 1588 (in II, q.27, a.2); cf. Le Bachelet, 

op. cit., 1131.

88 St. Thom as, Illa, q.27, a.2; in the edition by M arietti, Turin, 1927, in a 

m ost uncritical note on this article, an appeal is m ade also to Brom yard, 

Summa praedicantium, s. v. Maria, art 2, n. 10 (he w rote about 1380); cf. 

Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1079.
se Egidius of Cologne, w ho passes as a disciple of St. Thom as, treated the 

question in almost the sam e w ords as St. Thom as did and says that M ary  

contracted original sin, in 3 Sent., dist. 3, art. 1. Cf. Le Bachelet, op. cit., 
1055.
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n o t  t e a ch  M a r y’s s a n ct ifica t io n  “a t t h e fir s t in s t a n t ,” b u t  

a lw a ys  d is a vo w e d  it . F o r  h im , a s  fo r  h is  co n t e m p o r a r ie s , it  

ca n  a n d  m u s t b e  s a id  t h a t h e  a lw a ys d e n ie d  t h is s a n ct i

fica t io n  o n ly in  t h e  fo r m  a d va n ce d  a t t h e  t im e , a n d  fr o m  

p r in cip le s w h ich e xclu d e d  it o n ly in t h a t fo r m . E ve n  

Ca je t a n ,3 7 h im s e lf a n  o p p o n e n t  o f t h e  t h e s is , a d m it s  t h is , 

a n d  t h e  d e fe n d e r s  o f t h e  d o ct r in e  m igh t  h a ve  le ft  it  a t  t h a t .

T o  e lu cid a t e  t h e fu n d a m e n t a l a t t it u d e  o f St . T h o m a s , 

it  is n e e d le s s , w it h  J o h n  o f St . T h o m a s , w h o m  m a n y fo l

lo w e d  in  t h is p o in t , t o  a p p e a l t o  t h e fa ct  t h a t in  a n o th e r  

t e x t ,3 8  w h ich  in  ge n e r a l d e a ls  w it h  t h e  p r o p r ie t y a n d  p o s 

s ib ilit y o f t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f a  h u m a n  b e in g  w it h o u t  o r ig 

in a l s in , t h e s a in t h im s e lf m a k e s a d is t in ct io n  b e t w e e n  

t h e  “d e b t ” a n d  t h e “m a lice  o f s in ” ; t h a t , s in ce a  p e r s o n  

n e e d s  r e d e m p t io n  in  h im s e lf, a n d  n o t  o n ly in  h is  p a r e n t s  

o r in  t h e fle s h , h e d e m a n d s  o n ly, t h a t t h e p e r s o n  in cu r  

e it h e r  t h e “d e b t ” o r  t h e  “m a lice o f s in .” F o r , t h e “d e b t ” 

o f w h ich  St . T h o m a s  h e r e  s p e a k s is  n o t  a t  a ll t h e  d e b t  o f 

s in  in  co n t r a s t t o t h e s in  it s e lf. H e co n s id e r s r a t h e r t h e  

s in  it s e lf fr o m  t h e d o u b le  a s p e ct o f a  d e b t a n d  a n  e vil.  

F r o m  b o t h  a s p e ct s  h e  a s  m u ch  a s  d e cla r e s , t h a t  t h e  lib e r a 

t io n  fr o m  o r igin a l s in  s u p p o s e s t h e b e in g co n ce ived  a n d  

b o r n  ( co n s id e r ed  b y h im  a s s yn o n ym o u s w it h  t h e b ir t h  

in  t h e w o m b ) in  o r igin a l s in ; s in ce t h e r e m is s io n  o f a  

d e b t  o r  t h e lib e r a t io n  t h e r e fr o m  s u p p o s e s t h a t t h e  d e b t  

h a s  b e e n  in cu r r e d  a n d  t h e  e vil co m m it t e d .

T h e  im p o r t a n ce  o f t h e  t e x t  lie s  o n ly in  t h is , t h a t  it  s h o w s  

h o w  St . T h o m a s u n d e r s t a n d s t h e o r ig in a l fr e e d o m  fr o m  

o r igin a l s in  t o b e in  n o th in g d iffe r e n t  fr o m  t h e fo r m  o f

37 Cajetan, Comm, in S. theol. ad III, q.27, a. 2; taken up  in the Editio Leo

nina of St. Thom as’ w orks, X I, 291 f.

38 St. Thom as, in 4 Sent., dist. 43, q. unica, a.4, qla 1 ( =s. theol. Suppl. 

q.78, a. 1 ad3).



CO N TRO V ERSY  A RO UT TH E D O CTRIN E 101

gr a ce  gr a n t e d  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s o r  t o  t h e  fle s h , w h e r e b y in  

I h e  p e r s o n  co n ce ive d  t h e  s t a in  is  lift e d  t o ge t h e r  w it h  t h e  

n e ce s s it y  o f in cu r r in g it . Bu t  t h is  in  it s e lf is  b u t  a n  a d d e d  

p r o o f t h a t  h e  d id  n o t  co n s id e r  t h e  d e b t  a n d  t h e s t a in  in  

I h e  p e r s o n  co n ce ive d  a p a r t  a s  t w o  s e p a r a t e  e le m e n t s , t h a t  

is t o s a y, h e  d id  n o t r e fe r  t o t h e ir  s e p a r a b ilit y, b e ca u s e  

t h e r e  w a s  n o  o cca s io n  t o  d o  s o . I f h e  h a d  co n s id e r e d  t h is  

s e p a r a b ilit y, h e  w o u ld  h a ve  b e e n , a s  Ca je t a n  o b s e r ves ,8 9  

a  b a d  lo gic ia n  t o  ign o r e  it  a n d  n e ve r th e le s s  t o  a r gu e  a s  h e  

d id .

Ce r t a in ly, St . T h o m a s ca n n o t b e  h e ld  u p  a s a n  o p p o 

n e n t o f t h e im m a cu la t e co n ce p t io n  in  t h e s e n s e o f t h e  

d o gm a , m e r e ly b e ca u s e  h e  s o  o ft e n  s a ys : “M a r y  w a s  co n 

ce ive d  in  o r ig in a l s in .” N o r ca n  h is o p p o s in g s e n t e n ce , 

b u t  s h e  is n o t  b o r n  in  s in ,” b e  s o  e xp la in e d  in  h is  vie w , 

a s it r e fe r s t o t h e “b ir t h  in  t h e  w o m b ,” w it h  w h ich  t h e  

“co n ce p t io n ” in  t h e  s e n s e  o f t h e  d o gm a  co in cid e s . F o r  it  

is a ll t o o  cle a r  t h a t , in  t h is q u e s t io n , b y “b ir t h ” a n d  a ls o  

b y “o r igin  o f t h e  Vir gin ” t ir e  s a in t  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  “b ir t h  

in  t h e  w o m b .” 4 0

T h e  p a s s a ges , in  w h ich  t h e  s a in t  s h o u ld  h a ve  p o s it ive ly  

p r o n o u n ce d  in  fa vo r  o f t h e  d o gm a , a ll h a ve  t h is  o b je ct io n  

a ga in s t  t h e m , n a m e ly: if t h e y w e r e  ge n u in e  o r  in t e n d e d  

in  fa vo r  o f t h e  d o gm a , t h e n  t h e  s a in t ’s  m a n n e r  o f e xp r e s 

s io n  w h e n  d e a lin g w it h  t h e  m a t t e r  ex professo w o u ld  b e  

in co m p r eh e n s ib le . I n  p a r t icu la r , t h e  a p p a r e n t ly fa vo r a b le  

o p in io n  o ccu r r in g  o cca s io n a lly  in  t h e  Co m m e n t a r y o n  t h e  

Se n te n ce s ,4 1 w h e r e in  t h e p e r fe ct p u r it y o f t h e Vir gin , 

co r r e s p o n d in g  t o t h e  p r in cip le  o f St . An s e lm , is d e fin e d

89 Cajetan, op. cit., n. 6.

40 See., e.g., Ill, q.27, a. 2 ad 2.

41 St. Thom as, in 1 Sent., dist. 44, q. unica, a. 3 ad 3; cf. dist. 17, q.2, a.4  
ad 3.
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a s “im m u n it y fr o m  a ll o r igin a l a n d  a ct u a l s in ,” m u s t  b e  

e xp la in e d  a cco r d in g t o t h e cla s s ica l t e x t s a lr e a d y m e n 

t io n e d . T h e r e t h e s a in t p r o n o u n ce s u p o n  t h e s e n s e o f 

t h is p r in cip le in  it s a p p lica t io n  t o M a r y in  s u ch  a  w a y  

t h a t w it h  it o n ly a n  im m u n it y fr o m  o r igin a l s in  in  t h e  

b ir t h  fr o m  t h e  w o m b  is  co m p a t ib le .

Aga in s t  t h r e e  o t h e r  p a s s a ge s , o ccu r r in g  in  t h e  e xp la n a 

t io n  o f t e x t s o f t h e Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s , in  w h ich  t h e s a in t  

is  s u p p o s e d  fo r m a lly t o  h a ve  e xclu d e d  t h e  co n t r a ct io n  o r  

t h e in cu r r in g o f o r igin a l s in , m o s t w e igh t y a n d  cr it ica l 

o b je ct io n s , in t r in s ic a n d e xt r in s ic , m a y b e a lle ge d .4 2  

T h e r e fo r e , w e m u s t b e co n t e n t w it h  t h e fa ct , t h a t in  

t h o se  ve r y p a s s a ge s  in  w h ich  St . T h o m a s  a ctu a lly d e n ie s  

o r  ign o r e s  t h e t h e s is , h e  s t ill clin gs fir m ly e n o u gh  t o  t h e  

p r in cip le o n  w h ich  t h e  t h e s is r e s t s  a n d  in  w h ich  it  is im 

p licit ly  co n ta in e d , a n d  t h u s  m a y  b e  s a id  vir t u a lly  t o  a d h e r e  

t o  it . W h e n  h e  lim it s t h e  “gr e a t e s t  p u r it y u n d e r  G o d ” t o  

t h e “gr e a t e s t p u r ity u n d e r  Ch r is t ,” 4 3 t h e n , fo r t h is r e 

q u ir e m e n t o f t h e gr e a t e s t p o s s ib le  p u r it y u n d e r  Ch r is t ,  

o n ly t h e  p r o o f is  n e e d e d  t h a t  M a r y ’s  im m a cu la t e  co n ce p -  

42 Scheeben quotes here the expositio salutationis angelicae and Comm, in 

epist. S. Pauli, Rom. cap. 5, lect. 3, and G al., cap. 3, lect. 6. The expositio 

w as critically edited by  J. F. Rossi, in Divus Thomas, X X XIV , 405—76, by in

sertion of the w ords nec originale, nec mortale, nec veniale peccatum incurrit 
(p. 472, b. 13-14), against w hich P. Synave protested in Bulletin Thomiste, 
IX, 579-413. See also J. de Blic, "S. Thom as et 1’im m, cone.,” in Reo. apol., 
LVII, 25-36. The text in Gal. is certainly an apograph ( see the note in the 

editio V eneta and Parm ensis); in these sam e editions the text in Rom., as 

quoted, rather gives the opposite version: Illa est causa quare Christus pec
catum originale non traxit, quia ex sola femina sine virili semine carnem 

accepit.
43 It alludes to  in  3 Sent., dist. 3, q. 1, art 1, qla 2 ad 3; see also in 1 Sent., 

dist. 44, art. 3 corp.: et sic humana natura in Christo nobilissima est ... et 
post (sc. Christum) beata Virgo. But som ewhere else, w here St. Thomas 

reacts to St. A nselm ’s text from  de Cone. Virg. (PL, CLV III, 451), he retains 

the w ords  sub Deo; see in 1 Sent., d.44, a. 3 ad  3, and  also in, dist. 17, q. 2, a. 4  

ad 3.
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lio n  is p o s s ib le w it h o u t d a m a ge t o Ch r is t ’s p r e r o ga t ive ,  

in  o r d e r  a ls o  t o  co n clu d e  t h e  r e a lit y.4 4

2 . Sco tu s ga ve t h e co n t r o ve r s y a  d e cis ive t u r n .4 6 H e  

p r o ved  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n s  a d va n ce d  fo r  a  s a n ct ifica t io n  a ft e r  

a n im a t io n  co u ld  b e b o t h  p o s s ib le a n d  fit t in g , a n d  r e 

q u ir e d  a  s e q u e n ce in  n a tu r e , n o t in  t im e . Acco r d in g ly a  

t r u e r e d e m p t io n  w a s co n ce iva b le in  t h e  fo r m  o f a  s a fe 

gu a r d in g a ga in s t  t h e  s t a in . An d  s in ce t h is w a s t h e m o s t  

p e r fe ct  r e d e m p t io n , t h e  h o n o r  o f t h e  R e d e e m e r  a s s u ch  

d e m a n d e d  t h a t  H e  r e d e e m  H is  m o t h e r  in  t h is  w a y. F o r  if 

I le  d id  n o t  s h o w  H im s e lf t o  h e r  a s  t h e  p e r fe ct  R e d e e m e r , 

I le  w o u ld  d o  s o  t o  n o  o n e  e ls e . I n  t h is co n cr e t e  fo r m  t h e  

co n clu s io n , “I t co u ld  b e , it w a s fit t in g , h e n ce s o it w a s  

d o n e ,” a d va n ce d  e a r lie r b y P s e u d o -An s e lm  4 8 o b ta in e d  

a  s p e cia l m e a n in g t h r o u gh  Sco tu s . I t  w a s  n o t , a s is o ft e n  

t h o u gh t , t h a t  Sco tu s  s a w  in  it  s im p ly  a  d e cis ive  a n d  p o s i

t ive  p r o o f; fo r  h e  w a s  ve r y m o d e r a t e , co m p a r e d  w it h  t h e  

d e fe n d e r s  b e fo r e  a n d  a ft e r  h im , in  a d va n cin g t h is t h e s is . 

Bu t t h e t h e o lo gica l d ifficu lt ie s r a is e d  a ga in s t t h e t h e s is

“  Concerning St. Thom as’ attitude tow ard the Imm aculate Conception  

in the sense of Scheeben, see Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1050-54; 1056-60; P. 

Synave (in the French translation of the Summa), Vie de Jesus, I, 282-89. In  

the opposite sense, see particularly N . del Prado, Divus Thomas et bulla 

dogmatica Ineffabillis Deus, Fribourg, 1919 (cf. Le Bachelet, in Rech, de 

Science relig., I, 592-613, about articles of D el Prado w hich preceded this 

posthum ous w ork); M andonnet, in art. “Frères Prêcheurs” in Diet, de théol. 
eath., V I, 899  f. and in Bulletin Thomiste, X , 155-67. Further bibliography  

is given in Bittremieux, Marialia, pp. 317  f.

16 Scotus, in 3 Sent., dist. 3, in O pus Oxoniense (edited by V ives, X IV ) 

as w ell as the Reportata Parisiensia (ibid., X XIII). See also C. Balic, 

Joannis Duns Scoti Theologiae Marianae elementa, Sibenik in Jugoslavia, 

1933. Cf. Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1073-78 and for further literature, Bittre- 

tnieux, Marialia, p. 317.

46 Eadmerus, Tract, de cone., s. Mariae, gives the form ula: Potuit, decuit, 
ergo fecit, not literally, but has ( PL, CLIX, 305; edition of Thurston, p. 11): 

potuit, plane. Si igitur voluit, fecit (whereby the w riter advances all of the 

reasons of convenientiae w hich m otivate an effective velle). H is argum enta

tion has, therefore, been sum m arized correctly in the terse pronouncem ent: 

potuit, decuit, fecit; cf. Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1008. 
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w e r e  in  p r in cip le  s o lve d  b y it , a n d  o u t  o f t h e m a in  d if

ficu lt y it s e lf a n  a r gu m e n t a r o s e  in  fa vo r  o f t h e  t h e s is .

Aft e r  Sco t u s t h e  t h e s is  w a s ca r r ie d  t h r o u gh  m o r e p r o 

fo u n d ly a n d  e m p h a t ica lly b y h is co n fr e r e s , P e t e r  Au r e 

o lu s , F r a n cis  M a yr o n , a n d  b y t h e  E n glis h  Ca r m e lit e  J o h n  

Ba co n ,4 7 b y t h e  la s t  n a m e d  in  co n n e ct io n  w it h  t h e  opus

culum  o f P s e u d o -An se lm . Alth o u gh  t h e ir e a r lie r t h e 

o lo g ia n s h a d  h e ld  t h e s a m e vie w s a s St . T h o m a s , t h e  

F r a n cis ca n s  in  ge n e r a l s o o n  d e cla r e d  t h e m s e lve s in  fa vo r  

o f t h e  t h e s is . T h e  D o m in ica n s  p r e d o m in a n t ly o p p o s e d  it , 

s o m e e ve n  ve h e m e n t ly. Ap p e a lin g t o St . T h o m a s , t h e y  

d e cla r e d  t h e  d o ct r in e t o  b e  h e r e s y o r  a t  le a s t  a n  e r r o r  in  

fa it h . T h e t h e s e s o f J o h n  o f M o n zo n ,4 8 r e fe r r in g t o t h e  

im m a cu la t e co n ce p t io n , w e r e ce n s u r e d  s e ve r e ly b y t h e  

U n ive r s it y o f P a r is . T h is s a m e u n ive r s it y, w h ich  a t o n e  

t im e h a d  b r o u gh t a b o u t t h e s u p p r e s s io n  o f t h e fe a s t  o f 

t h e  co n ce p t io n , w a s  la t e r , a t  t h e  Co u n cil o f Ba s e l, t o  b e 

co m e  t h e  m o s t  ze a lo u s ch a m p io n  o f t h e  d o gm a t ic  d e fin i

t io n  o f t h e  o b je ct  o f t h e  fe a s t ; a n d  it  w a s  t h e  fir s t  u n ive r s it y  

t h a t o b lige d  a ll it s m e m b e r s t o d e fe n d  it .4 9 Alth o u gh  a  

gr e a t  m a n y o f t h e D o m in ica n s  co n t in u e d  t h e  o p p o s it io n  

fo r  ce n t u r ie s , n e ve r t h e le s s  it  ca n n o t  b e  s a id  t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  

a s  s u ch  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  o p p o s it io n .

I t  is  o ft e n  a cce p t ed , t h a t  a s  e a r ly a s t h e  ye a r  12 6 3  t h e

47 Peter A ureolus, in 3 Sent., dist. 3, q. 1. See also a Tractatus and the 

Reprecussorium published in Fr. Guilielmi Quarrae, Fr. Joannis Duns Scoti, 
Ft . Petri Aureoli, Quaestiones disputatae de immaculata conceptione, Q ua- 

racchi, 1904, pp. 23-94; 95-153. Cf. Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1081. Francis of 

M ayron, in 3 Sent., dist. 3 and Tractatus de conceptione beatae Mariae Vir
ginis; see Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1081. John of Baconthorp (or Bacon), in 4 

Sent., dist. 3, q.3, a. 3; in his Quodlibeta, III, Q uodl. 13 and 14, and also in 3 

Sent, he com batted the opinion of Scotus; see Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1082.

48 Concerning the fourteen theses defended by John of M onzon in June, 

1387 (four of w hich attacked the Im maculate Conception), see Le Bachelet, 

op. cit., 1084-86.

48 D ecree of M arch  3, 1495, quoted  by  Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1126.
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F r a n cis ca n s  d e cla r e d  in  fa vo r  o f t h e  I m m a cu la t e  Co n ce p -  

( io n  b y  t h e  in t r o d u ct io n  o f t h e  fe a s t  o f M a r y’s  co n ce p t io n ,  

w h ich  t o o k p la ce d u r in g t h e t im e t h a t St . Bo n a ve n t u r e  

w a s  ge n e r a l o f t h e  o r d e r . Be ca u s e  o f t h e  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  

St . Bo n a ve n tu r e  e xp la in e d  t h e  o b je ct  o f t h e  fe a s t , a t  le a s t  

in  la t e r  ye a r s , t h is  co n clu s io n  is  n o t  n e ce s s a r ily a u t h e n t ic . 

N e it h e r h a s it b e e n  p r o ve d  t h a t t h e s a in t ch a n ge d  h is  

vie w s o n  t h e q u e s t io n ; b e ca u s e t h e ge n u in e n e s s o f t h e  

s e r m o n s a p p e a le d t o h a s n o t d e fin it e ly b e e n  s e t t le d . 5 0

Sco t u s ’ a r gu m e n t a t io n  w a s  t h e  m o r e  co ge n t  a n d  p o in t e d  

lo r  t la e  r e a s o n  t h a t , in  t h is  q u e s t io n , h e  p u t  a s id e  h is  t h e o r y  

co n ce r n in g Ch r is t ’s p r e d es t in a t io n , “fo r e s e e n  b e fo r e t h e  

s in .” F o r t h a t r e a s o n  h e d id  n o t a t t a ck t h e “im m ed ia t e  

d e b t ,” b u t  r a th e r  m a in t a in e d  it  in  t h e  m o s t  fo r ce fu l m a n 

n e r . I n  ge n e r a l, h e s u p p o r t e d , a s m u ch  a s p o s s ib le , t h e  

vie w  o f t h e o t h e r  t h e o lo g ia n s o f t h e t h ir t e e n t h  ce n tu r y.  

F o r  Sco t u s  n o t  o n ly t a u gh t  t h a t , lik e  a ll o t h e r  ch ild r e n  o f 

Ad a m , M a r y h a d  r e ce ive d  a n d  lo s t  t h e  o r ig in a l ju s t ice  in  

Ad a m , b u t  h e  a ls o  cla im e d  t h a t  s h e  h a d  n o t , b y a  s p e cia l 

gr a ce o f G o d  in  h e r co n ce p t io n , o b ta in e d  t h e o r ig in a l 

ju s t ice , lo s t in  p r in cip le . H e t a u gh t t h a t s h e , t h e r e fo r e , 

a n y m o r e  t h a n  a n y o t h e r  ch ild  o f Ad a m , w a s in  n o  w a y  

co n ce ive d  o r  b o r n  in  t h e  m a t e r n a l w o m b  “w it h ” o r  “in  o r ig-  

in a l ju s t ice .” T h e  la t t e r  is  u n d e r s t o o d  in  t h e  s e n s e  o f a n  in 

t e gr it y  o f n a tu r e , in  co n t r a s t  w it h  t h e  “ju s t ice  gr a tu it o u s ly 

give n  t o  t h e  p e r s o n .” Co n s e q u e n t ly h e  d e n ie s  a  p r e s e r va 

t io n  fr o m  o r igin a l s in  e ffe ct e d  b y a n  o r ig in a l gr a n t in g  o f 

I  l ie o r igin a l ju s t ice a n d , t h e r e fo r e , b y t h e p r e s e r va t io n  

fr o m  t h e  “la ck  o f t h e  o r igin a l ju s t ice .”

00 Concerning the attitude of St. Bonaventure toward the Im maculate Con

ception, see Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1047  f. and Bittremieux, “Le sentiment de 

S. Bonaventure sur L ’im m. Cone.,” in Etudes Franciscaines, X L (1928), 

067-94.
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T h is  p h r a s e  e xp r e ss e s t h e  w h o le  fu n d a m e n t a l o p p o s i

t io n  o f t h e  o t h e r  t h e o lo g ia n s  o f t h e  t h ir t e e n t h  ce n t u r y t o  

M a r y’s fr e e d o m  fr o m  o r igin a l s in ; a n d  o n  t h e fa ce  o f it , 

Sco t u s  a d m it s  t h e r e b y e ve n  t h e  a ct u a l in cu r r e n ce  o f o r ig 

in a l s in . I n  r e a lit y, t h is  “la ck  o f o r ig in a l ju s t ice” p r e s e n t s  

it s e lf o n ly a s a  “p r o xim a t e n e ce s s it y o f co n t r a ct in g s in ,” 

t h e e ffe ct o f w h ich  ca n  b e  r e m o ve d . Sco t u s r e d u ce d  t o  

t h is t h e  a ctu a lly p r e s en t  p r e s e r va t io n  fr o m  t h e co n t r a ct 

in g o f o r igin a l s in , t h a t  b y a  s im u lt a n e o u s  gr a n t  o f s a n c

t ifyin g  gr a ce  co m p e n s a t io n  w a s  m a d e fo r  t h e  la ck  o f t h e  

o r igin a l ju s t ice  b y  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f t h e  gr a t u it io u s  ju s t ice ;  

h e n ce , fo r  M a r y, t h is la ck  w a s  n o  lo n ge r  a  w a n t  o f a  r e 

q u ir e d  ju s t ice , a n d  h e n ce  w a s n e it h e r  a n  in ju s t ice  n o r  a  

fo r m a l s in .

Sco tu s  6 1 w r it e s : “T o  a ll o p p o s in g  a u t h o r it ie s it  s h o u ld  

b e a n s w e r e d : t h a t a ll ch ild r e n  o f Ad a m  a r e b y n a t u r e  

d e b t o r s t o  o r igin a l ju s t ice  a n d  a r e  d e s e r ve d ly la ck in g it , 

b e ca u s e  t h e y a ll co n t r a ct  o r igin a l s in  fr o m  h im  w h o  co m 

m it t e d  it . Bu t  if, a t  t h e  fir s t  in s t a n ce  o f t h e  cr e a t io n  o f t h e  

s o u l, a  gr a ce (gratum  faciens, w h ich  m a k e s  o n e  d e s e r v

in g) is b e s t o w e d  o n  a  p e r so n , t h a t  p e r s o n , a lt h o u gh  h e  

la ck s o r igin a l ju s t ice , n e ve r t h e le s s is n e ve r it s d e b t o r  

(  a n d  d o e s  n o t  la ck  r e q u ir e d  ju s t ice  t o  t h e  e xt e n t  t h a t  fo r m s  

a  s in  )  ; b e ca u s e , b y t h e  m e r it  o f a n o th e r  p e r s o n  w h o  p r e 

ve n t s  t h e  s in , a  gr a ce  is  b e s t o w e d  u p o n  h im  w h ich , a s  fa r  

a s  d ivin e  a cce p t a t io n  is  co n ce r n e d , e q u a ls  t h a t  ju s t ice  a n d  

e ve n  e xce ls  it . T h e r e fo r e , a ll w o u ld  h a ve  o r ig in a l s in , u n 

le s s  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  s h o u ld  p r e ve n t  it  b y  h is  m e r it s (  in  b e 

s t o w in g gr a ce  a t  t h e  fir s t in s t a n t ) . T h e  a u t h o r s m u s t  b e  

e xp la in e d  in  t h is  w a y,  t h a t  a ll n a tu r a l ch ild r e n  o f Ad a m  a r e  1 * 

S1 Scotus, in 3 Sent. (Opus O xoniense), dist. 3, q. 1, n. 14; edited by  V ives,

X IV , 171; see critical text of Balic, op. cit., pp. 34  f.
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s in n e r s , t h a t  is , t h a t  b e ca u s e  t h e y h a ve  t h e ir  n a t u r e  fr o m  

Ad a m , t h e y la ck  a p p r o p r ia t e ju s t ice  b e ca u s e  o f h im , u n 

le s s it  is  b e s t o w e d  u p o n  t h e m  b y s o m e o n e  e ls e ; b u t  ju s t  

a s a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  co u ld  b e s t o w  gr a ce  u p o n  t h e m  a ft e r  

t h e  fir s t in s t a n t , h e co u ld  lik e w is e b e s t o w  it u p o n  t h e m  

a t  t h e  fir s t in s t a n t .” E ve n  a ft e r  Sco t u s , a  gr e a t  m a n y d e 

fe n d e r s  o f t h e I m m a cu la t e  Co n ce p t io n  m a in ta in e d  fo r  a  

lo n g  t im e , t h a t  M a r y ’s  p r e s e r va t io n  fr o m  o r ig in a l s in  w a s  

n o t e ffect ed  b y a  gr a n t in g o f o r igin a l ju s t ice . La t e r  o n  

t h e y s p o k e  m o r e  fr e e ly in  t h is  r e s p e ct , a s  t h e  G r e e k s  h a d  

a lw a ys  d o n e ; in  s o  fa r  a s  t h e  p o in t  is  t h e  m a t e r ia l p u r p o r t  

o f o r ig in a l ju s t ice , it  m u s t  e ve n  b e  s a id  t h a t  in  M a r y  it  is  

r e s to r ed  in  it s e lf a n d  n o t  in  aequivalenti.

N a tu r a lly, a n d  o n ly in  t h e  s e n s e  o f t h e t h e o lo g ia n s o f 

t h e t h ir t e e n t h  ce n t u r y, it  m u s t b e  m a in t a in e d  u n co n d i

t io n a lly, t h a t in  M a r y o r igin a l ju s t ice , a s t h e ju s t ice o f 

n a tu r a l in t e gr it y, w a s n o t  fo r m a lly o r ig in a l. M a r y’s o r ig 

in a l ju s t ice  w a s n o t o r ig in a l, in  t h e  s a m e s e n s e a s it  w a s  

in  t h e  fir s t h u m a n  b e in g a n d  in  Ch r is t , a n d  a s it  w o u ld  

h a ve  b e e n , b a r r in g t ir e  F a ll, in  Ad a m ’s  d e s ce n d a n t s . H e r s  

w a s  n o t  a  ju s t ice  co m m u n ica t e d  b y t h e  o r ig in  o f n a tu r e  

a s  s u ch , h e n ce  b y t h e  a ct  fo r m in g t h e  fle s h  w h ich  h a s  t o  

b e  a n im a t ed . H e r  ju s t ice  w a s  n o t  o r ig in a l, in  s o  fa r  a s  t h is  

a ct  is o f it s e lf im m e d ia t e ly d ir e ct e d  t o  t h e  p r o d u cin g o f 

n a t u r e  a s in t e gr a l n a t u r e , a n d , t h e r e fo r e , in  s o  fa r  a s t h e  

s u p e r n a t u r a l a n d  d ivin e  in flu e n ce , r e q u ir e d  fo r  it , a cco m 

p a n ie s  t h is  a ct , in  t h e  s a m e  w a y a s  G o d  co o p e r a t e s  in  t h e  

vivifyin g o f t h e  fle s h .

O n  t h is  p o in t  t h e  e a r ly  s ch o la s t ic  vie w  r e la t in g  t o  M a r y ’s  

co n ce p t io n  is , a t le a s t  in  it s p h r a s in g , d ia m e t r ica lly o p 

p o s e d  t o t h a t o f t h e G r e ek s . Alt h o u gh  t h e vie w  o f t h e  

( ’.r e e k s  a lw a ys  a llo w s  fo r  a n  e xp la n a t io n  b y  w h ich  it  ca n  
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b e  r e co n cile d  n o t  o n ly  w it h  t h e  d o gm a  o f t h e  u n ive r s a lit y  

o f s in , b u t a ls o w it h  t h a t e a r ly s ch o la s t ic vie w , s t ill t h e  

d ie s is  is  p r e s e n t e d  m o r e  cle a r ly a n d  h a r m o n io u s ly in  t h e  

fo r m  a r is in g  o u t  o f t h e  e a r ly s ch o la s t ic co n t r o ve r s ie s . I n  

e a r ly Sch o la s t ic is m , M a r y ’s p r ivile ge  is fo r m a lly a n d  im 

m e d ia t e ly r e d u ce d  t o a  p e r s o n a l ju s t ifica t io n  a n d  go o d 

n e s s , o r  w a s  o r igin a l in  t h e  p e r s o n . An d  ju s t  a s t h is r e s t s  

o n  M a r y ’s  p e r s o n a l w o r t h in e s s , s o  a ls o  it  is  co m m u n ica t e d  

t o  h e r  p e r s o n  a s  s u ch , a s  it  co m e s  fo r t h  fr o m  t h e  m o u th  o f 

t h e Cr e a to r  a s t h e “s p ir it a n im a t in g h e r fle s h .” At t h e  

s a m e  t im e  it  is  o n ly t h e  p e r fe ct  fo r m  o f t h a t  go o d n e s s  a n d  

ju s t ifica t io n , w h e r e b y t h e o t h e r ch ild r e n  o f Ad a m  a r e  

fr e e d  fr o m  o r ig in a l s in  b y a  p e r s o n a l co m m u n io n  w it h  

Ch r is t . E ve n  t h e  o p in io n  o f Sco t u s  h a d  t o  b e  e lu cid a t e d  

a n d  e la b o r a t e d  s t ill fu r t h e r . H o w e ve r , if t h e  e a r lie r  a n d  

la t e r  ch a m p io n s  o f t h e t h e s is h a d  co n t in u e d  t o d is p la y  

ca lm n e s s  a n d  s o licit u d e  s im ila r  t o  t h a t  o f Sco tu s , t h e  go o d  

ca u s e  w o u ld  h a ve  b e e n  m o r e  e a s ily  w o n . At  t h e  Co u n cil o f 

Ba s e l, J o h n  o f Se go via  a n d  J o h n  o f T o r q u e m a d a ,5 2 b o t h  

Sp a n ia r d s  a n d  t h e  m a in  s p e a k e r s fo r  t h e  o p p o s in g s id e s ,  

b r o u gh t  o u t  b y t h e ir  vo lu m in o u s  w o r k s , a n d  e a ch  in  h is  

o w n  w a y, s o m e  ve r y im p o r t a n t  p o in t s . O w in g, p e r h a p s , t o  

t h e in flu e n ce o f t h e w o r k o f J o h n  o f T o r q u e m a d a , St . 

An to n in u s  o f F lo r e n ce , O .P .—t h e  o n ly s a in t  t o  d o  s o  a ft e r  

Sco t u s—s t ill o p p o s e d  t h e t h e s is .5 3

I n  t h e  s e co n d  h a lf o f t h e  fift e en t h  a n d  t h e  fir s t  h a lf o f

w John of Segovia, Septem allegationes et totidem avisamenta pro in
formatione Patrum consilii Basiliensis . . . circa ss. o. Mariae immaculatam 

conceptionem . . . (edited by Peter of A lva, Brussels, 1664). See Le Bache

let, op. cit., 1110  f. John of Turrecrem ata, Tractatus de veritate conceptionis 

b. Virginis, pro facienda relatione coram patribus concilii Basiliensis . . . 
(edited by A lb. D uim us, Rom e, 1547 and again by E. B. Pusey, O xford, 

1869). See Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1111-13.

63 St. A ntoninus, Summa theologica (V em ona, 1740), I, 547-54. 
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t h e  s ix t e e n t h  ce n tu r y, t h e  d o ct r in e  e n co u n te r e d  o ffe n s ive  

a n d vio le n t o p p o s it io n  fr o m  t h e D o m in ica n s , Ba n d e lli 

a n d  Sp in a , w h o co n ve r t e d  T o r q u e m a d a ’s s e r io u s w o r k  

in t o in ce n d ia r y p a m p h le t s . 0 4 M u ch  m o r e m o d e r a t e  w a s  

Ca je t a n  b e fo r e t h e Co u n cil o f T r en t , a n d  s t ill m o r e s o  

Ba r t h o lo m e w  o f M e d in a  a ft e r  t h e  s a m e  co u n cil.5 5 O n  t h e  

o t h e r  h a n d , a n d  in  o p p o s it io n  t o  Ca je t a n , t h e  m o s t  e n t h u 

s ia s t ic a n d  cle ve r ch a m p io n  o f t h e t h e s is w a s a n o th e r  

D o m in ica n , Am b r o gio  Ca t a r in o . 5 0

Th e  O b j e c t io n s  a g a in s t  t h e  Im m a c u l a t e  

C o n c e p t io n

3 . At fir s t t h e o b je ct io n s a ga in s t t h e t h e s is co n s is t e d  

o n ly in  t h e  d o gm a t ic p r in cip le  o f t h e  u n ive r s a lit y o f s in  

a n d  t h e n e e d  o f r e d e m p t io n . I n cid e n t a lly r e fe r en ce  w a s  

m a d e a ls o t o M a r y ’s p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  t h e p u n is h m e n t s  

o f s in , o r  r a t h e r , in  s o m e  p e n a lt ie s , b o d ily s u ffe r in g a n d  

d e a t h . I n  t h e  o p p o s it io n  o f la t e r  d a t e t h e s e w e r e  m u lt i

p lie d  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n e d  b y  r e fe r e n ce  t o  a  n u m b e r  o f t e x t s  

in  t h e F a t h e r s .5 7 M o s t o f t h e q u o t a t io n s , h o w e ve r , a r e  

m e r e va r ia t io n s  o f t h e d o gm a o f t h e u n ive r s a lit y o f s in

’ ■* V incentius Bandelli, Libellus recollectorius de veritate conceptionis b. 
virg. gloriosae (appeared w ithout the author’s nam e), M ilan, 1475, and  

Tractatus de singulari puritate et praerogativa Salvatoris nostri J.C., Bologna, 

1481. See Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1120-24. Bartholomew Spina, Tract, de 

universali corruptione generis humani seminaliter propagati, V enice, 1526.

55 Cajetan, Tract, de cone. B. Vire., in Opuscula Omnia (Lyons, 1588), 

II, opusc. 1, 137-42; Bartholom ew  of M edina, in Sum. theol., Ill, q.27.

150 Six  opuscula of A m brogio  Catarino  about this question  w ere collected  and  

edited by Peter of A lva, Monumenta dominicana pro immaculata concep
tione, Louvain, 1666. See Le Bachelet, op. cit., 1130  f. Concerning the gen

eral attitude of the D om inican O rder, see Rouard de Card, L’Ordre des 

Îrères prêcheurs et L’immaculatée Conception, Louvain, 1864 (in an open  

etter addressed to M gr. M alou).

61 These texts w ere particularly from Torquem ada and later from Ban- 

dclli and Spina. Concerning these texts see Petavius, Dogm. Theol., de in
cam., X IV , chap. 2, and Perrone, de imm. B.M.V. cone., pars 1, cap. 6. 
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a n d  o f t h e n e e d  o f r e d e m p t io n . T h e y o n ly r e p e a t w h a t  

Au gu s t in e  t a u gh t  in  t h is r e s p e ct . I n  t h e m  Au gu s t in e  r e 

fu t e d , fo r  h im s e lf a n d  fo r  h is  s u cce s s o r s , w h a t  a p p e a r e d  a s  

t h e  co n clu s ive  fo r ce  o f t h e s e  t e x t s , b y  t h e  e xce p t io n  w h ich  

h e  m a k e s fo r  t h e M o t h e r  o f t h e Lo r d , s in ce  t h e s e t e x t s  

e s t a b lis h  o n ly a  ge n e r a l r u le , w it h o u t  e xp r e s s ly  in clu d in g  

M a r y.

A r e a l d ifficu lt y is co n t a in e d  o n ly in  t h o se  t e x t s  w h ich  

s o  fo r m u la t e t h e  ge n e r a l r u le  a s t o  m a k e t h e  d e fin it e  e x 

ce p t io n  o f Ch r is t  a lo n e , o r  w h ich  co n t a in  e xp r e s s io n s in  

r e fe r e n ce  t o M a r y w h ich  s e e m  t o  in clu d e  h e r  u n d e r  t h e  

ge n e r a l r u le . Bu t  in  t h e ir  t r u e  s e n s e  t h e y, t o o , s a y n o  m o r e  

t h a n  t h a t in  h e r s e lf, a cco r d in g t o  h e r  h u m a n  o r ig in  a n d  

h u m a n  n a tu r e , M a r y w a s  lia b le  t o  o r ig in a l s in .

All o r  a lm o s t  a ll t h e  t e x t s , w h ich  p o s it ive ly a n d  d ir e ct ly  

r e ck o n  M a r y u n d e r  t h e  ge n e r a l r u le , d o  t h is in  s o  fa r  a s  

t h e y d e s ign a t e  M a r y’s fle s h  a s  “fle s h  o f s in ,” a n d  s p e a k  o f 

a n  e a r lie r  o r  la t e r  p u r ifica t io n  o f t h is fle s h . Bu t Ch r is t ’s  

fle s h  a ls o  is  s o m e t im e s  ca lle d  “fle s h  o f s in ,” n o t  in d e e d  a s  

it  is  in  H im , b u t  a s  it  w a s  e s s e n t ia lly a n d  vir t u a lly  in  M a r y  

a n d  in  H is fo r e fa t h e r s . I n  it s a s s u m p t io n  b y Ch r is t , t h is  

fle s h  w a s t h e n  p u r ifie d . Ap a r t  fr o m  t h is , t h e e xp r e s s io n s  

in  q u e s t io n  a s  r e fe r r in g t o  M a r y m e a n  o n ly, t h a t  s h e  h e r 

s e lf w a s  s u b je ct  t o  s in  a cco r d in g t o  h e r  fle s h , t h a t is , a c 

co r d in g  t o  h e r  ca r n a l n a tu r e ,  a n d  t h is  fle s h  a cco r d in g  t o  it s  

im m e d ia t e  o r igin . I n  o r d e r  t o  b e  fr e e  fr o m  s in , t h is fle s h  

w a s , t h e r e fo r e , in  n e e d  o f a  p u r ifyin g  in flu e n ce , w h e r e b y  

t h e a ctu a l in cu r r in g o f im p u r it y, vir t u a lly co n t a in e d  in  

it s  o r igin , w a s  p r e ve n t e d .

T h e  ve r y fa ct  t h a t  t h e s e  t e x t s  n e it h e r  ca ll M a r y h e r s e lf 

a  s in n e r , n o r  s p e a k  o f a  p u r ifica t io n  o f h e r  p e r s o n , b u t , o n  

t h e co n t r a r y, r e fe r s p e cifica lly t o h e r  fle s h , give s u s t o
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u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t , a s  t o  t h e  co m m u n ity o f s in , M a r y  ca n n o t  

b e  p la ce d  o n  a  le ve l w it h  t h e  r e s t  o f m a n k in d . Lik e  t h e  

t h e o lo g ia n s o f t h e  t h ir t e e n t h  ce n tu r y, s o m e  e ccle s ia s t ica l 

w r it e r s  m a y e m p h a s ize  t h e  “fle s h  o f s in ” in  M a r y in  s u ch  

a  m a n n e r  a s  t o  im p ly in  h e r  a  t a in t  a lr e a d y in cu r r e d  p e r 

s o n a lly. O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , s o m e  m a d e  m e n t io n  a ls o  o f a  

la t e r  p u r ifica t io n  fr o m  s in  t h r o u gh  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n ;  

b u t  b y t h a t , a p p a r e n t ly, is n o t  m e a n t  a  p u r ifica t io n  fr o m  

o r ig in a l s in  a s a  d e b t , b u t  o n ly t h e  p u r ifica t io n  fr o m  ce r 

t a in  co n se q u e n ce s o r m a t e r ia l e le m e n t s o f o r ig in a l s in . 

F o r  t h e  r e s t , e ve n  t h e  G r e e k  F a t h e r s  m e n t io n  a n o t h e r  a n d  

la t e r  p u r ifica t io n  o f M a r y, in  t h e  s a m e  s e n s e  a s  o n e  s p e a k s  

o f a  p u r ifica t io n  o f t h e a n ge ls b y a  h igh e r a n d  gr e a t e r  

glo r ifica t io n . By t h is is m e a n t  a  p u r ifica t io n  o f t h e  s o u l,  

w h e r eb y it  w a s m a d e  s u s ce p t ib le  o f a  clo s e r  u n io n  w it h  

G o d  a n d  a n e a r e r r e s e m b la n ce t o t h e p u r it y a n d  s im 

p lic it y o f t h e G o d h ea d .
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Mary’s Permanent Immunity from All 

Sin 1

O u t l in e  o f  t h e  D o c t r in e

T
H E  s a m e  r e a s o n s  w h ich  r e q u ir e  t h a t  M a r y’s h o lin e s s  

s h o u ld  d a t e  fr o m  h e r  ve r y  o r igin , t h u s  p r e s e r vin g  h e r  

a t t h e o u t s e t  fr o m  o r igin a l s in , r e q u ir e a ls o s u ch  a  p e r 

fe ct io n  o f h o lin e s s a s  w o u ld  e n a b le  h e r  t o  t r iu m p h  co m 

p le t e ly, om ni ex parte, o ve r  s in . H e n ce t h e y r e q u ir e  t h e  

s a m e im m u n ity fr o m  a ll t h a t in  o n e w a y o r a n o t h e r  is  

ca lle d  s in , a  p r ivile ge  s u ch  a s d is t in gu is h e d  t h e  fir s t h u 

m a n  co u p le  b e fo r e  t h e  F a ll; s e co n d ly, in  co n t r a s t t o  t h e  

fir s t  h u m a n  co u p le , t h e y  r e q u ir e  a  s e cu r it y  o r  s t r e n g th e n 

in g a ga in s t  s in  s im ila r  t o  t h a t  o f t h e “n e w  m a n ,” Ch r is t .  

T h is  p e r fe ct io n  o f M a r y’s  h o lin e s s , t h e  e ffe ct  o f w h ich , in  

t h e  s e n s e  o f St . Au gu s t in e , ca n  b e  ca lle d , a s  in  Ad a m  a n d  

Ch r is t , t h e  “p e r fe ct io n  o f ju s t ice ,” w a s  in d e e d  gr a n t e d  in  

t h e  ve r y fir s t  s a n ct ifica t io n  w h ich  t o o k  p la ce  in  h e r  o w n  

co n ce p t io n . I t w a s p e r fe ct e d  in  o n e w a y o r  a n o t h e r  in  

Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n . F o r , lik e M a r y’s r e la t io n  t o Ch r is t , 

h e r  co m m u n io n  w it h  a n d  lik e n e s s  t o  H im  in  ge n e r a l w a s  

m a d e p e r fect  in  t h a t  co n ce p t io n .

1 See literature: Peter de La Celle and N icholas of St. A lban, epist. 171-73; 

A lexander of H ales, Summa theologica, pars 3, q. 9, membr. 3; in connectioa 

w ith Peter Lom bard, Sentent., 1.3, d. 3, St. Thom as, St. Bonaventure, Egidius  

Romanus; St. A lbert the G reat, Mariale, q. 133-39; St. Thomas, Comp, 
theol., C.224 and III, q.27, a.3; also M edina, Suarez, V asquez; St. Peter 

Canisius, De virg. Deipara, lib. 4; Passaglia, De imm. cone., sect. 6, cap. 2  

and  cap. 6, art. 3.
112
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T h e  co m p le t e  im m u n it y fr o m  a ll t h a t  is ca lle d  s in  e m 

b r a ce s , fir s t , t h e in vo lu n t a r y a n d  n a tu r a l m o ve m e n t s o f 

t h e  ir r e gu la r  a p p e t it e , t h e in ce n t ive s t o  s in , s u ch  a s m a 

t e r ia l s in s o r in clin a t io n s t o s in , o r  a ls o s in s o f n a tu r e . 

Se co n d ly, it e m b r a ce s t h e fu lly vo lu n t a r y o r s e m i

vo lu n t a r y a ct s  o f t h e  w ill, w h ich  co n s t it u t e  fo r m a l, a ctu a l,  

a n d  p e r so n a l s in s . I n  r e ga r d  t o  t h e  fir s t , t h is  im m u n ity  w a s  

d ir e ct ly a n d  fo r m a lly gr a n t e d  in  t h e co m p le t e  p r e s e r va 

t io n  fr o m  o r igin a l s in  e ffe ct e d  b y  t h e  fir s t  s a n ct ifica t io n  o f 

M a r y, in  s o  fa r  a s t h e  gr a ce  o f s a n ct ifica t io n  in  h e r  ca s e  

p o s s e s s e d  t h e s a m e p o w e r a s t h e gr a ce o f t h e o r igin a l 

s t a t e , lo s t  b y Ad a m ’s s in . F a r  fr o m  b e in g e xclu d ed , it  is  

r a th e r  ve r y  p r o b a b le  t h a t  in  M a r y,  a t  le a s t  a ft e r  h e r  s e co n d  

s a n ct ifica t io n , t h is fr e e d o m  w a s m o r e co m p le t e t h a n  in  

t h e o r igin a l s t a t e , b e ca u s e it t h e r e b y a t t a in e d a m o r e  

s p e cia l lik e n e s s t o t ir e a n a lo go u s p r ivile ge o f Ch r is t . I n  

r e s p e ct  t o  t h e  s e co n d , h e r  im m u n it y fr o m  s in  w a s  in d e e d  

a lr e a d y e ffe ct e d  in  p a r t  b y M a r y ’s fir s t s a n ct ifica t io n , in  

s o  fa r  a s  t h is  s a n ct ifica t io n  w a s  e q u iva le n t  t o  t h e  gr a ce  o f 

t h e  o r igin a l s t a t e . H e n ce  it  e xclu d e d  e ve r y in clin a t io n  t o  

s in , a n d  in clu d e d  t h e p r o xim a t e a n d  p e r fe ct a b ilit y t o  

a vo id  a ll a n d  e ve r y s in , e ve n  t h e  le a s t .

I n  t h e  p r in cip a l p o in t , n a m e ly, t h e  a s s u r a n ce  o f a  p e r 

m a n en t  u s e  o f t h is  p o w e r , w h e r e b y t h e  e ffe ct ive  a vo id in g  

o f a ll s in  is  in fa llib ly  gu a r a n t e e d , t h is  p r ivile ge  is  a  s p e cific  

q u a lit y o f t h e gr a ce in  t h e n e w a n d h e a ve n ly E ve a s  

b r id e  o f t h e  d ivin e  Ad a m . F o r , w it h  H im , s h e  w a s t o  b e  

t h e  p r in cip le  o f t h e  co n s t a n t  r e s t o r a t io n  a n d  fir m  fo u n d a 

t io n  o f h o lin e s s , lo s t  b y  o u r  fir s t  p a r e n t s . Acco r d in gly, t h is  

is co n s id e r e d  a ls o a s a  s p e cific e ffe ct o f M a r y ’s s e co n d  

s a n ct ifica t io n . I t  is  co n n e ct e d  w it h  h e r  fir s t  s a n ct ifica t io n  

o n ly s o  fa r  a s  it  w a s  a llie d  t o  t h e  s e co n d  a n d  w a s  a t t e n d e d  
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b y t h e  p r o te ct io n  w h ich  is d u e  t o  Ch r is t ’s  b r id e  b e ca u s e  

o f h e r  Br id e gr o o m .

I n  b o t h  r e s p e ct s M a r y’s im m u n it y fr o m  s in  is r e p r e 

s e n t e d  b y illu s t r a t io n s o f t h e  b ib lica l figu r e s  w h ich  m u tu 

a lly co m p le t e  e a ch  o t h e r : t h e  a r k  o f t h e  co ven a n t , m a d e  

fr o m  im p e r is h a b le w o o d , lin ed  in s id e a n d  o u t  w it h  t h e  

p u r e s t  go ld  a n d  o ve r s h a d o w e d  b y t h e  glo r y o f G o d ; a n d  

t h e  ce le s t ia l w o m a n  clo t h e d  w it h  t h e  s u n . I n  t h e s e , t h e  fir s t  

figu r e  p r e fe r a b ly r e p r e s e n t s t h e fir s t a s p e ct , t ir e s e co n d  

figu r e , t h e  s e co n d  a s p e ct  o f M a r y ’s p u r it y.

W it h  r e ga r d  t o  b o t h  p r ivile ge s  t h e  r e a l a n d  a b s o lu t e ly  

ce r t a in  e le m e n t  w ill fir s t  b e  e s t a b lis h e d , in  o r d e r  t o lin k  

w it h  it  a  m o r e  p r e cis e  d e s ign a t io n  o f it s  n a t u r e  a n d  p r in 

cip le .

M a r y ’s  Im m u n i t y  f r o m  C o n c u p is c e n c e

O n  t h e b a s is o f t h e  a lm o s t  co m p le t e  u n a n im it y o f t h e  

F a th e r s  a n d  t h e o lo g ia n s , a t  le a s t s in ce t h e  fift h  ce n t u r y, 

a n d  o f t h e  clo s e  co n n e ct io n  o f t h is  d o ct r in e  w it h  t r a d it io n  

a n d  t h e d e fin it io n  o f t h e I m m a cu la t e  Co n ce p t io n , it  is , 

if n o t de fide, a t le a s t fidei proxim um , t h a t M a r y n e ve r  

e xp e r ie n ce d  a n y  a ctu a l m o ve m e n t  o f co n cu p is cen ce . T h is  

im m u n ity fr o m  co n cu p is cen ce r e a lly b e lo n gs t o M a r y’s  

r e ve a led  co m m u n io n  w it h  Ch r is t in  t h e u n co n q u e r a b le  

a n d  victo r io u s  e n m ity a ga in s t  t h e  d e vil a n d  h is  w o r k s , o r  

t o  t h e  gr a ce  t o  co n q u e r  s in  fr o m  e ve r y a s p e ct . T h e  r e s u lt  

o f t h is im m u n it y m u s t in e vit a b ly b e , t h a t s in  n o t o n ly  

h a d  n o  d o m in io n  o ve r  h e r , b u t  a ls o  t h a t  it  co u ld  n e it h e r  

e xis t  n o r  o p e r a t e  in  h e r . M o r e o ve r , it  b e lo n gs  t o  t h a t  a b 

s o lu t e  a n d  e xa lt e d  vir g in a l p u r it y  w h ich  t r a d it io n  a s cr ib e s  

t o M a r y; t o t h a t fu lln e s s o f gr a ce  a n d  ju s t ice  w h e r e b y,  

a cco r d in g t o t h e t r a d it io n a l id e a , M a r y e xce ls n o t o n ly  
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a ll fa lle n  h u m a n ity b u t a ls o E ve b e fo r e h e r fa ll, a n d  

w h e r e b y, a s b r id e  o f t h e  h e a ve n ly Ad a m , s h e  r e s e m b le s  

Ch r is t . F in a lly it  b e lo n gs a ls o t o t h a t  h e a ve n ly a n d  s p ir 

it u a l ch a r a ct e r is t ic o f M a r y ’s e n t ir e b e in g a n d  life , b e 

ca u s e o f w h ich  t h e F a th e r s p u t  h e r  o n  a  le ve l w it h  t h e  

a n ge ls  a n d  e ve n  s e t  h e r  a b o ve  t h e m .

O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d , t h is  im m u n ity  fr o m  co n cu p is ce n ce  is  

a  s p e cia l r e s u lt  o f M a r y ’s  fr e e d o m  fr o m  a ll, e ve n  t h e  le a s t , 

p e r s o n a l s in ,2  w it h o u t  w h ich  p r ivile ge  t h is  im m u n it y  ca n 

n o t e xis t in  a  n a tu r a l w a y; o n  t h e  o t h e r , it  is a  r e s u lt  o f 

t h e fr e e d o m  fr o m  o r igin a l s in  a n d  in d e e d  in  a  t w o fo ld  

m a n n e r . F ir s t , t h e  p r e s e n ce  o f t h e  m o ve m e n t s o f co n cu 

p is ce n ce  is a lw a ys a  s ign  o f co n t r a ct e d  o r ig in a l s in  o r , in  

t h e ju s t ifie d  p e r s o n , it  is a  r e m n a n t o f it .3 Se co n d ly, b e 

ca u s e o f in t r in s ic a n d  e xt r in s ic r e a s o n s ca llin g fo r t h e  

p r e s e r va t io n  fr o m  e ve r y t a in t o f o r ig in a l s in , a n d  e s p e 

cia lly b y r e a s o n o f t h e s u p e r n a t u r a l ch a r a ct e r is t ic o f 

M a r y’s p e r s o n , t h e s a fe gu a r d in g a ga in s t e ve r y s t a in  o f 

o r ig in a l s in  in clu d e s t h e p r e s e r va t io n  fr o m  a ll t h a t b e 

lo n gs , e ve n  r e m o t e ly, t o  t h e  co n se q u e n ce s  a n d  e s s e n ce  o f 

o r ig in a l s in .

Sin ce  t h e a d ve n t o f Sch o la s t ic is m , a gr e e m e n t o n  t h is  

p o in t  is u n a n im o u s a m o n g t h e  t h e o lo g ia n s , e ve n  a m o n g  

t h o se  w h o  d o  n o t  t e a ch  t h e  I m m a cu la t e Co n cep t io n .

I t  is  t r u e  t h a t  s h o r t ly  b e fo r e (  a b o u t  12 75  ) , P e t e r  d e  La  

Ce lle  m a in t a in e d , in  h is  in t e r e s t in g  co r r e s p o n d e n ce  w it h  

N ich o la s  o f St . Alb a n , t h a t  t h e  “in clin a t io n  t o  s in ” w a s  n o t  

e xclu d e d  in  M a r y b e fo r e Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n , b u t b e 

lo n ge d  t o  t h e  m e r it  o f h e r  s t r u ggle  a ga in s t  s in .4 Bu t  a ft e r

2 This point w as established at the Council of Trent, Sess. V I, can. 23  

(Denz., no. 833).
* See Passaglia, op. cit., no. 1549.
« Peter de La Celle, Epist. 171, PL, CCÜ, 619  f. 
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t h e  t h o r o u gh  a n d  e m p h a t ic cr it icis m  o f t h is a s s e r t io n  b y  

h is fr ie n d  5 h e d e cla r e d , t h a t h e u n d e r s t o o d  t h e “s e n s e  

o f s in ” in  M a r y t o  b e  s im ila r  t o  t h a t  o f Ch r is t . H e  w r it e s :  

“M a r y  in d e e d  fe lt  t h e  in clin a t io n  t o  s in  n o t  t o  b e  in ju r e d , 

b u t  t o  b e  t e s t e d  b y it ; n o t  t o  fa ll, b u t  t o  co n q u e r ; s h e  fe lt  

it o u t w a r d ly, n o t in w a r d ly; a t t h e s u gge s t io n  o f t h e  

e n e m y, s h e fe lt it n o t b y d e ligh t in g in  t h e  fle s h  o r  co n 

s e n t in g in  s p ir it ; s h e  fe lt it b y r e p e llin g h im , n o t  b y r e 

ce ivin g  o r  a d m it t in g h im .” 6 I n  fa ct , in  h is  ve r y fir s t  le t t e r  

h e h a d  s a id : “I co n ce d e  a n d  b e lie ve in d e e d  t h a t b y a  

p r e ce d e n t  o p e r a t io n  o f G o d , s h e  n e ve r  fe lt  t h e  fie r y s t im 

u lu s o f s in fu l in ch n a t io n , n o t e ve n m o d e r a t e ly” ; h e  

a d d e d , o f co u r s e : “T h e o t h e r im p e d im e n t s o f h u m a n  

fr a ilt y, h o w e ve r , s h e co u ld  fe e l b e fo r e t h e d ivin e co n 

ce p t io n , b u t  s h e  in  n o  w a y co n s e n t e d  t o  t h e m .7 An d  in a s 

m u ch  a s gr a ce ca m e fir s t a n d  p r e p a r e d  t h e Vir gin , t h e  

e xcit a t io n  o f s in  e xp ir e d  a n d  t h e r e  r e m a in e d  in  h e r  o n ly  

a  s e p u lch r e , u n t il t h e  H o ly Sp ir it  ca m e  a n d  co n s ign e d  t h e  

d e ce a s e d  t o  a  p e r p e tu a l s e p u lch r e  a n d  s le w  t h e o ld  s e r 

p e n t  w it h  h is  s w o r d .”

H e n ce  J e r o m e  8 s a id : “Alt h o u gh  o t h e r  vir g in s im it a t e  

h e r  e ve n  a s fa r  a s t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f o ffs p r in g , a ll t h a t is  

e ffe ct ed  in  h e r  is  d ivin e . Be fo r e  t h is , in d e e d , t ir e  w o m b  o f 

t h e  Vir g in , a lt h o u gh  p u r e , u n ta in t e d , a n d  fo r e ign  t o  t h e

s N icholas of St. A lban, inter epist. Petri Cell. 172; PL, CCII, 622-28.

* Peter de La Celle, Epist. 173, PL, CCII, 630.

7 H ere Peter appears to indicate the opinion, w hich w as criticized later 

by  the theologians of the thirteenth century, that M ary had the fomes peccati, 
not to the extent that it incited her to evil, but so far as it w as an obstacle to 

good. Later on he explained, that he understood this in the sam e sense as the 

A postle understood in Christ the tentatio per omnia absque peccato (Epist. 
173; PL, CCII, 630). H is opinion, in the m ain correct, is supported also by  

w hat follow s im mediately.

8 H ere is m eant Pseudo-Jerome— Paschas. Radbertus, Epist. Cogitis me, 
no. 7; PL, X X X, 128  f. ( w here, instead of usque ad conceptum partus, it 

reads contemptum}.
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co n t a g io n  o f s in , a lth o u gh  h o ly, w a s  s t ill clo t h e d  in  h u 

m a n  lo w n e s s , t h a t  is , it  w a s  a s  w o o l m a d e  w h it e  b y  b le a ch 

in g.9 Bu t w h e n  t h e H o ly G h o s t a p p r o a ch e d , t h is s a m e  

w o o l t u r n e d  t o  p u r p le , a s  it  w e r e , d ye d  w it h  t h e  b lo o d  o f 

t h e co n ch yliu m  o f p u r p le s h e ll- fis h ; a n d  s h e h e r s e lf b e 

ca m e  a  m o th e r  w it h o u t  s e xu a l u n io n , s o  t h a t  s h e  b e ca m e , 

w h a t  s h e  h a d  n o t fu lly b e e n , t h e p u r e s t p u r p le , fo r  t h e  

clo th in g  a n d  t h e  glo r y  m o s t  s u it a b le  fo r  t ir e  h igh e s t  Kin g , 

s o t h a t  fr o m  t h e n  o n  n o  o n e  w a s a llo w e d  t o  u s e  h e r  b u t  

G o d a lo n e . Co n s e q u e n t ly a ft e r t h e co n ce p t io n , s h e  

m e r it e d  a cr ys t a l s o lid it y, s in ce , b e fo r e t h is fu lln e s s o f 

gr a ce , s h e  h a d  n o t  d ive s t e d  h e r s e lf o f h e r  d e lica cy. T h is  

s o lid it y w a s  p u r e , h o ly, a n d  im m a cu la t e , a n d  co u ld  in  n o  

w a y b e  o ve r co m e  in  co n s e n t  a n d  if, s o m e  w a y o r  o t h e r , 

t e m p t a t io n  b e a t u p o n  it , t h a t w a s n o t t o in ju r e , b u t t o  

t e s t it , n o t fo r  t h e  m o r t ifica t io n  o f co n s cie n ce , b u t  fo r  a  

co n fir m a t io n  in  gr a ce a n d  a  d e m o n s t r a t io n  o f p e r s e ve r -  

a n ce . 10  11

9 . . . uterus Virginis quamvis mundus, quamvis impollutus et alienus a 

contagione peccati, quamvis sanctus, tamen adhuc vilitate humanitatis in
duitur, ut ita dicam, ac si lana caudidissima suique coloris dealbata (i.e., 

like w ool blanched by bleaching). Instead of suique, Scheeben m akes it 

mirique and gives as explanation: “like w ool blanched by bleaching.” The 

m eaning seem s to be rather “w hite by its ow n color.” Further on instead of 

uri he reads vinci.
10 Peter de La Celle, Epist. 171; PL, CCII, 619.

11 Peter Lom bard, Sentent. 1.3, dist. 3; PL, CXLII, 760  f.

12 W alter of St. V ictor, Contra quatuor labyrinthos Franciae, lib. Π Ι; 

PL, CX CIX , 1154-56 (Excerpta of D u Boulay).

T h e va gu e e xp la n a t io n  o f P e t e r Lo m b a r d ,11 t h a t “in  

Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n  M a r y w a s p u r ifie d  fr o m  a ll s in s b y  

t h e  H o ly G h o s t ,” w a s  o n e  o f t h e  m a in  p o in t s  a t t a ck ed  b y  

t h e  s h a r p  cr it ic is m  o f W a lte r  o f St . Victo r .12  I n  t h e  w o r d s  

o f t h e le t t e r Cogitis m e ju s t q u o te d , t h e m o r e a n cien t  

La t in  t r a d it io n  is s u m m a r ize d ; a ls o , in  P e t e r  D a m ia n  b y  
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t h e  w o r d s : “T h e  Vir g in ’s fle s h , a lt h o u gh  a s s u m e d  fr o m  

Ad a m , d id  n o t in cu r t h e t a in t o f Ad a m ’s s in , b u t h e r  

s in gu la r  p u r it y  o f co n t in e n ce  w a s  ch a n ge d  in t o  t h e  s p le n 

d o r o f e t e r n a l ligh t .” 13 St . J o h n  D a m a s ce n e gives t h e  

G r e e k t r a d it io n  w h e n  h e  w r it e s : “T h e im m a cu la t e Vir 

gin , w h o d id  n o t in cu r  a n y e a r th ly a ffe ct io n s , b u t w a s  

n o u r is h e d  b y h e a ve n ly t h o u gh t s , d id  n o t r e t u r n  t o t h e  

e a r t h , b u t , b e in g a  livin g h e a ve n , w a s  r e ce ive d  in to  t h e  

h e a ve n ly t a b e r n a cle s .” 14

Aga in s t  t h e  t h e o lo g ica l b a s is o f t h is p r ivile ge t h e  o b 

je c t io n  w a s r a is e d , t h a t im m u n it y fr o m  co n cu p is ce n ce  

d o e s  n o t  e s s e n t ia lly b e lo n g  t o  s a n ct it y. F o r , a s  in  St . P a u l, 

t h e  h igh e s t  d e gr e e  o f h o lin e s s  ca n  e xis t  in  t h e  s o u l s id e  b y  

s id e  w it h  t h e  “la w  o f t h e  m e m b e r s .” Bu t  in  a n y ca s e  t h is  

im m u n ity  b e lo n gs  t o  t h e  id e a l p e r fe ct io n  o f ju s t ice , o r  t h e  

s a n ct ifica t io n  o f o n e ’s w h o le life . M a r y’s u n iq u e  d ign it y  

a n d  h e r  ve r y p o s it io n  a s a n  id e a l e xa m p le  o f t h e e ffe ct s  

o f r e d e m p t ive  gr a ce  r e q u ir ed  p e r fe ct  p u r it y, n o t  o n ly o f 

h e r  d is p o s it io n , b u t  a ls o  o f h e r  w h o le  life .

Aga in s t  t h e  d o ct r in e  it s e lf t h e  o b je ct io n  w a s  r a ise d , t h a t  

t h is  im m u n it y, b y r e m o vin g t h e  o p p o r t u n it y fo r  s p ir it u a l 

e ffo r t in  t h e s t r u ggle a ga in s t co n cu p is ce n ce , w o u ld  d e 

p r ive  M a r y  o f t h e  m e r it  s h e  w o u ld  o t h e r w is e  ga in  t h e r e b y. 

As St . T h o m a s  16 r e m a r k s , in  M a r y it  is n o t n e ce s s a r y t o  

a s s u m e  e ve r y o p p o r t u n it y o f m e r it in g ; t h e  m o r e  s o , s in ce  

s h e  h a d  ve r y s p e cia l o cca s io n s  a n d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  o f e xe r 

cis in g t h e h igh e s t d e gr e e o f s e lf- r e n u n cia t io n  a n d  s e lf

d e n ia l b y t h e fa ct t h a t s h e h a d  t o s a cr ifice h e r d ivin e  

So n  a n d  t o  b e  co -b e a r e r  o f a ll H is s u ffe r in gs . As fo r  t h e

13 St. Peter D am ian (or rather N icholas of Clairvaux), Serm o 40 in ass. 
virg.; PL, CX LFV , 721.

“  St. John D am ascene, Or. 2 in Deip. dorm., no. 2; PG, X CVI, 725.
15 St. Thomas, Ilia, q. 27, a.3 ad 2.
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figh t  a ga in s t  s in , t h is  s h e  co u ld  a n d  h a d  t o  ca r r y  o n , u n d e r  

t h e  s p e cia l cir cu m s t a n ce s  w h ich  w it n e s s e d  t h e  s in  o f t h e  

a n ge ls a n d  o f o u r  fir s t p a r e n t s ; a n d  m o r e e s p e cia lly in  

t h e co m b a t t in g o f t h e o b je ct ive t e m p t a t io n  t o p r id e b y  

t h e  p r o fo u n d e s t  h u m ility. T h o u gh  e xa lt e d  t o  t h e  s u b lim e  

gr a ce o f t h e d ivin e m o t h e r h o o d , t h is vir t u e r e a ch e d  in  

h e r t h e gr e a t e s t  d e p th s o f h u m ilit y in  t h e co n fe s s io n  o f 

h e r  o w n  n o th in gn e s s , ju s t  a s  in  Ch r is t , d e s p it e  t h e  d ivin it y  

o f H is p e r s o n , it r e a ch e d t h e h igh e s t d e gr e e o f s e lf-  

a b a s e m e n t . I n  ge n e r a l: fr o m  t h e p o in t o f vie w  o f h e r  

p e r s o n a l, m o r a l, a n d  m e r it o r io u s  w o r k s , t h e  h u m ilit y a n d  

o b e d ie n ce o f M a r y m u s t  b e  e m p h a s ize d  e ve n  m o r e  t h a n  

h e r  co n t r o llin g o f e a r t h ly a n d  s e n s u a l p a ss io n s , a n d  m u s t  

e s p e cia lly b e  r e co gn ize d  in  t h e  k e e p in g  o f h e r  vir gin it y.

Am o n g  t h e o lo g ia n s , vie w s  d iffe r  in  r e ga r d  t o  t h e  m a n 

n e r  in  w h ich  t h is p e r m a n e n t  im m u n it y fr o m  t h e m o ve 

m e n t s  o f co n cu p is ce n ce  w a s  a cco m p lis h e d  in  M a r y, a n d  

in  w h ich  t h e ir ca u s e , t h e in cit a t io n , w a s r e n d e r e d in 

e ffe ct u a l, o r  s u p p r e s s ed . T h e y  a ll a gr e e , t h a t  t h e  ch e ck in g  

a n d  s u p p r e s s io n  o f t h a t  ca u s e  o ccu r r e d  a ft e r  t h e  co n ce p 

t io n  o f Ch r is t , t h r o u gh  a  d ivin e  in flu e n ce  w h ich  ca n  a n d  

m u s t b e  d e s ign a te d  a s a n  e xt in ct io n  o f t h e  e xcit a t io n  o f 

s in .

As  t o  t h e  p e r io d  b e fo r e  t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f Ch r is t , w h a t  

w a s  t a u gh t  b y  s o m e  t h e o lo g ia n s , e s p e cia lly t h o s e  w h o  d id  

n o t  h o ld  t o  t h e  I m m a cu la t e  Co n ce p t io n  (  t h e r e fo r e ,  a lm o s t  

a ll t h e  t h e o lo g ia n s  o f t h e  t h ir t e e n t h  ce n tu r y, p a r t icu la r ly  

T h o m a s  a n d  Bo n a ve n tu r e ) , w a s  a  b in d in g  o r  q u ie t in g  o f 

co n cu p is ce n ce . O n  t h e o t h e r  h a n d , o t h e r s a d vo ca t e a n  

e xt in ct io n  o f t h e e xcit a t io n  fr o m  t h e b e gin n in g, w h ich  

w a s  p e r fe ct e d , m o r e  o r  le s s , a ft e r  t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f Ch r is t .  

H o w e ve r , t h e la t t e r  m o s t ly u n d e r  t h e n a m e o f o r igin a l 
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e xt in ct io n  e s s e n t ia lly cla im  n o  m o r e t h a n  d o  t h e fo r m e r  

u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f b in d in g . H o w e ve r , t h e  fo r m e r , b y t h e  

e xt in ct io n  e ffe ct e d  la t e r , m a y h a ve  u n d e r s t o o d  m o r e  t h a n  

d id  t h e  la t t e r  b y  t h e  co m p le t io n  o f t h e  e xt in ct io n  a lr e a d y  

a cco m p lis h e d .

Acco r d in g t o  a ll t h e  p r in cip le s  p e r t a in in g  t o  t h is m a t 

t e r , it  m u s t  b e  d e fin it e ly a d m it t e d  t h a t , fr o m  t h e  m o m e n t  

o f M a r y’s  co n ce p t io n , im m u n it y fr o m  co n cu p is ce n ce  w a s  

e s t a b lis h e d  a n d  co n fir m e d  in  h e r , in  t h a t fo r m  a t le a s t  

in  w h ich  it  e xis t e d  in  t h e  o r igin a l s t a t e  a s a n  e le m e n t  o f 

t h e in co r r u p t io n , in t e gr it y, ju s t ice , a n d o r igin a l in n o 

ce n ce . I f a n d  in  s o  fa r  a s it  ca n  a n d  m u s t  b e  d e s ign a t e d  

a s  a n  e xt in ct io n , o r  r a th e r , a s  t h e  co m p le t e  a b s e n ce  o f t h e  

fom es, in  t h e  o r igin a l s t a t e , t h is  m u s t  a ls o  b e  t h e ca s e  in  

M a r y.

Co n s e q u e n t ly, in  M a r y t h is  fr e e d o m  s h o u ld  b e  t r a ce d  

n o t o n ly t o  a  d ivin e  p r o t e ct io n , b u t  a ls o  t o  a  p e r m a n e n t  

a n d  in t e r io r  gift  o f gr a ce . I n  fa ct , in  t h e  s e n s e  give n  t h e  

e xp la n a t io n  o f t h is a b s e n ce  o f t h e  fom es in  t h e o r igin a l 

s t a t e  b y St . T h o m a s  a n d  t h e  e n t ir e  co n te m p o r a r y t e a ch 

in g o f Sch o la s t ic is m , it m a y b e  t r a ce d  t o s u ch  a  gift o f 

gr a ce a s in w a r d ly glo r ifie d  a n d  p u r ifie d  h e r e n t ir e n a 

t u r e . H e n ce , t h e fle s h  w a s s u b je ct  t o  a n d  e n t ir e ly r u le d  

b y t h e s p ir it in  s u ch  a  w a y t h a t n o t o n ly w a s it u n a b le  

t o  a ct  in  a n  ir r egu la r  m a n n e r  co n t r a r y  t o  t h e  in t e lle ct , b u t  

it  w a s  p o w e r le s s  t o  a ct  a t  a ll w it h o u t  a  p r e vio u s  a s s e n t  o f 

t h e  r a t io n a l w ill.

St . T h o m a s co n t r a d ic t s t h is d o ct r in e  b y e m p h a t ica lly 

p la cin g  t h e  s u p p r e s s io n  o f t h e  fom es, a s it  t o o k p la ce  in  

M a r y’s fir s t a n d  p e r s o n a l s a n ct ifica t io n , in  o p p o s it io n  t o  

t h a t  w h ich  e xis t e d  in  t h e o r igin a l ju s t ice , a n d  b y m a in 

t a in in g  t h a t , in  M a r y, t h e  fom es w a s  m e r e ly  t ie d  d o w n ,  n o t  
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e xt in ct . H o w e ve r , h e  e xp la in s  t h e  s h a ck lin g  o f t h e  fom es  

in  M a r y  in  s u b s t a n t ia lly  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  m a n y  t h e o lo gia n s  

o f la t e r  d a t e  e xp la in  t h e  a b s e n ce  o f t h e  fom es in  t h e  o r ig 

in a l s t a t e . H e e xp la in s it a s b e in g e ffe ct e d  b y a gr a ce  

w h ich  p r e ve n t s  t h e  ir r e gu la r  m o ve m e n t s  o f co n cu p is cen ce  

b y m e a n s o f a n in t e r io r a n d s u p e r n a t u r a l a r m o r t o 

ge t h e r w it h  a n  e xt e r n a l p r o t e ct io n fr o m  G o d . I n  a n y  

ca s e , b y h is  t e r m , b in d in g , h e  im p lie s  a s  m u ch  a s d o  t h e  

o t h e r t h e o lo g ia n s , n o t a b ly Su a r e z, b y t h e t e r m , e xt in c

t io n , w h ich  m u s t  e q u a l t h e  o r igin a l a b s e n ce  o f t h e  fom es. 

H e r e , t h e  t e r m s , e xt in ct io n  a n d  b in d in g, h a ve  in  ge n e r a l 

a n  in d e fin it e m e a n in g . E ve n  t h e e xp r e s s io n , a b s e n ce o f 

t h e  fom es, in  t h e  o r ig in a l s t a t e , a s  u n d e r s t o o d  in  t h e  s e n s e  

o f St . T h o m a s , ca n  b e  r e d u ce d  t o  a  m e r e  b in d in g  o r  q u ie t 

in g o f co n cu p is ce n ce , in  s o  fa r  a s t h e  in t e r io r  p o s s ib ilit y 

fo r  t h e  r e viva l o f co n cu p is cen ce  is  n o t  h e r e  e xclu d e d  a s  in  

t h e  s t a t e  o f glo r y, b e ca u s e  t h e  gr a ce  w h ich  s u p p r e s s e s  it  

ca n  b e  lo s t . Co n s e q u e n t ly, if o n e  w is h e s a ls o t o ca ll t h e  

a b s e n ce o f t h e fom es in  t h e o r ig in a l s t a t e  a  b in d in g , in  

co n t r a s t t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f glo r y, t h e n  in  vie w  o f M a r y ’s fir s t  

s a n ct ifica t io n  it  m a y  b e  s p o k e n  o f a ls o  o n ly  a s  a  b in d in g  o f 

t h e  fom es. H o w e ve r , u n d e r  a ll cir cu m s ta n ce s it  is b e t t e r  

t o s a y t h a t , in  M a r y, co n cu p is ce n ce is e xt in gu is h e d o r  

d e s t r o ye d , b e ca u se  t h e  gr a ce  b y  w h ich  t h e  s u p p r e s s io n  o f 

co n cu p is ce n ce is co n d it io n e d  ca n n o t b e lo s t .

U n d e r t h is s u p p o s it io n , w e  m a y, w it h  a ll t h e t h e o lo 

gia n s , a cce p t  a  co m p le t io n  o f t h e  o r igin a l im m u n ity fr o m  

co n cu p is ce n ce fo r t h e p e r io d a ft e r t h e co n ce p t io n  o f 

Ch r is t . T h is  co m p le t io n , it  w o u ld  a p p ea r , o ccu r r e d  n o t  b y  

d e gr e e s  o n ly, b u t  e s s e n t ia lly, s o  t h a t  t h e  s e co n d  im m u n ity 

is  t o  t h e  fir s t  a s  t h e  e xt in ct io n  t o  t h e  b in d in g, t h e  d e s t r o y 

in g  t o  t h e  q u ie t in g , o r  m o r e  co r r e ct ly, a s t h e  e r a d ica t in g  
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t o  t h e  b in d in g  a n d  t h e  co m p le t e  a n n ih ila t io n  t o  t h e  s im p le  

q u e llin g .16 F o r , t h e u n io n  o f M a r y ’s fle s h  w it h  t h a t o f 

Ch r is t , e ffe ct ed  b y  Ch r is t ’s  co n ce p t io n , n a tu r a lly r e q u ir e s  

in  h e r a p u r it y w h ich  is fo r m e d  a cco r d in g t o t h a t o f 

Ch r is t . Bu t  t h e  p u r it y o f Ch r is t ’s fle s h  s h a r e s , in  a  s p e cia l 

m a n n e r , in  t h a t  o f t h e  glo r ifie d  b o d y in  w h ich  t h e  m o ve 

m e n t s  o f t h e fle s h  p r ece d e n t  t o t h e in t e lle c t  a r e  fo r eve r  

im p o s s ib le  fr o m  w it h in .

I n  t h is  r e s p e ct in d e e d , M a r y’s lik e n e s s t o  Ch r is t  is  n o t  

a d e q u a t e , n o r , e ve n  in  h e r  s e co n d  s a n ct ifica t io n , is t h e  

co n t r a s t  t o  t h e  fr e e d o m  o f t h e  o r igin a l s t a t e  a s  p r o n o u n ce d  

a s in  Ch r is t in  H is fir s t s a n ct ifica t io n . N e ve r t h e le s s , it  

s e e m s  t h a t  s u ch  a  co n t r a s t  m u s t  b e  a cce p t ed  a cco r d in g t o  

d ie  n a t u r e  o f t h e  m a t t e r , a s  w e ll a s  a cco r d in g  t o  t h e  e xp r e s 

s io n s  u s e d  b y t h e  F a t h e r s , w h o  p r e s u m e  t h a t , in  t h e  co n 

ce p t io n  o f Ch r is t , a  s e co n d , m o r e co m p le t e a n d  d e fin it e  

p u r ifica t io n  o f M a r y’s  fle s h  t o o k  p la ce . F o r , in  t h e  s u p p o s i

t io n  t h a t d ie fir s t p u r ifica t io n  r e s to r e d  t h e p u r it y o f t h e  

o r igin a l s t a t e , t h e  s e co n d  ca n  b e  co n s id e r e d  o n ly a s  a  s o r t  

o f a n t ic ip a t io n  o f t h e  p u r ity o f t h e  glo r ifie d  s t a t e .

M a t e r ia l  f o r  Th is  Q u e s t io n  Fo u n d  in  V a s q u e z  17

W h a t  h e  ca lls  b in d in g  o f t h e  fom es, St . T h o m a s  e xp la in s  

e s p e cia lly in t h e Com pendium theologiae a n d in  t h e  

Sum m a. I n  t h e  Com pendium  h e  s a ys : “I r r e gu la r  m o ve 

m e n t s co m e  fr o m  t h is , t h a t d ie  s e n s it ive  a p p e t it e , b e in g  

t h e  s u b je ct  o f d ie s e  p a s s io n s , is  n o t  s o  s u b je ct  t o  r e a s o n , a s  

n o t  s o m e t im e s t o  b e  m o ve d  t o  s o m e th in g a p a r t  fr o m  t h e  

o r d e r  o f r e a s o n , a n d  a t  t im e s , e ve n  a ga in s t  r e a s o n , w h e r e in  

co n s is t s  t h e  m o ve m e n t  o f s in . N o w , t h e  s e n s it ive  a p p e t it e

10 Cf. Peter de La Celle ’s text already quoted.

17 V asquez, in III Sum . theol., disp. 118. 
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o f t h e  Bles s e d  Vir g in  w a s  s o  s u b je ct  t o  h e r  r e a s o n  t h r o u gh  

t h e p o w e r o f h e r  s a n ct ifyin g gr a ce , t h a t it n e ve r  w e n t  

a ga in s t  h e r  r e a s o n , b u t  a lw a ys  r e m a in e d  w it h in  t h e  o r d e r  

o f r e a s o n ; ye t  it  co u ld  h a ve  h a d  s o m e  u n e xp e ct ed  m o ve 

m e n t s  n o t  r e gu la t e d  b y r e a s o n . T h e  s e n s it ive  a p p e t it e  in  

o u r  Lo r d  J e s u s Ch r is t  w a s  s o m e th in g  m o r e . F o r  in  H im ,  

t h e in fe r io r  a p p e t it e w a s s o s u b je ct t o r e a s o n  a s t o b e  

m o ve d  t o n o t h in g e xce p t  w h a t  w a s w it h in  t h e o r d e r  o f 

r e a s o n . I t  w a s r e a s o n  w h ich  o r d e r e d  a n d  p e r m it t ed  t h e  

in fe r io r  a p p e t it e  t o  b e  m o ve d  b y it s  o w n  m o t io n . I t  s e e m s  

t h a t  w h a t  b e lo n ge d  t o  t h e  in t egr it y o f t h e  fir s t  s t a t e  w a s , 

t h a t t h e in fe r io r  p o w e r s  w e r e t o t a lly s u b je ct t o r e a s o n . 

T h is  s u b je ct io n , h o w e ve r , w a s lo s t  b y t h e  s in  o f t h e  fir s t  

m a n  ... : h e n ce  t h e r e  r e m a in s  r e b e llio n  a n d  in s u b o r d i

n a t io n  o f t h e  lo w e r  p o w e r s  a ga in s t  r e a s o n , w h ich  is  ca lle d  

t h e  fom es o f s in  . . . Be ca u s e  t h e  in fe r io r  p o w e r s  in  t h e  

Ble s s e d  Vir gin  w e r e  n o t  t o t a lly s u b je ct t o  r e a s o n , t h a t  is , 

t h e y h a d  n o t  a  m o ve m e n t  w h ich  w a s  n o t  p r e o r d a in e d  b y  

r e a s o n , a n d  ye t  w e r e  s o  r e s t r a in e d  b y t h e  p o w e r  o f gr a ce  

t h a t  t h e y  in  n o  w a y  w e r e  m o ve d  a ga in s t  r e a s o n : w e  u s u a lly  

s a y, t h a t a ft e r  h e r ( fir s t ) s a n ct ifica t io n  t h e Ble s s e d  Vir 

gin  h a d  t ir e fom es in d e e d  in  s u b s t a n ce o r e s s e n ce , b u t  

b o u n d .” 18

By t h e s u b s t a n ce o r e s s e n ce o f t h e fom es t h e s a in t  

u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  t h e  a p p e t it e  o f t h e  s e n s e s  ca n  ge n e r a lly  

a n t ic ip a t e  t h e  ju d gm e n t  o f t h e  in t e lle ct , b e ca u s e  it  is  n o t  

co m p le t e ly s u b je ct  t o  t h e  in t e lle c t , t h a t  is , n o t  t h o r o u gh ly 

p e n e t r a t e d  a n d  go ve r n e d  b y t h e s p ir it u a l p o w e r  o f t h e  

s o u l. H e  b a s e s t h e co n t r a s t b e t w e e n  t h e b in d in g o f t h e  

fom es w it h  it s e xt in ct io n  a n d  a b s e n ce  o n  t h e  fa ct a lo n e  

t h a t , o n  t h is s u p p o s it io n , t h e co m p le t e a vo id a n ce o f ir -

18 St. Thom as, Comp, theol., c.244; cf. Illa, q. 27, a. 3 corp, and a. 3 ad 1. 
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r e gu la r  m o vem e n t s  is  p o s s ib le  o n ly b y a  s t r o n g s p ir it u a l 

vig ila n ce o f t h e s o u l, t o ge t h e r w it h  a  s p e cia l p r o t e ct io n  

fr o m  G o d . Co n s e q u e n t ly, n o th in g is m o r e  fo r e ign  t o  h is  

m e a n in g t h a n  t o s a y, t h e b in d in g o f t h e fom es co n s is t s  

o n ly in  t h is , t h a t  G o d  p r e ve n t s  it s  m o ve m e n t s  fr o m  w it h 

o u t .

I n  t h e e xt in ct io n  o r  a b s e n ce  o f t h e fom es, m a n y t h e 

o lo g ia n s o f la t e r  d a t e a llo w  a s u r viva l e ve n  in  M a r y o f 

w h a t St . T h o m a s ca lls t h e e s s e n ce o f t h e fom es. T h e n -  

t e a ch in g, t h e r e fo r e , d id  n o t go  b e yo n d  h is ; in  fa ct , t h e y  

e ve n  r e m a in  fa r  b e h in d  h im . F o r , a s in  t h e fir s t co u p le , 

s o in  M a r y e ve n  a ft e r  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n , t h e y e xp la in  

t h e a b s e n ce  o f t h e  fom es in  s u ch  a  w a y t h a t , a p a r t fr o m  

in t e r io r  gr a ce , it d e p e n d e d  a ls o  o n  a  p e r m a n e n t p r o t e c

t io n  fr o m  G o d . T o  St . T h o m a s , a s  t o  h is  co n te m p o r a r ie s ,  

t h e  a b s e n ce  o f t h e  fom es is  id e n t ica l w it h  t h e  in t e gr it y o f 

t h e fle s h , w h ich  fo llo w s fr o m  t h e p e r fe ct  p o w e r  o f r e a 

s o n  o ve r  t h e  fle s h , o r  w h ich  co n d it io n s  t h e  la t t e r , a n d  in  

co n s e q u e n ce o f w h ich  t h e ir r e gu la r  m o ve m e n t s s im p ly 

fa il t o m a k e t h e m s e lve s fe lt , b e ca u s e t h e u n t a r n is h e d  

fle s h —i.e ., t h e  fle s h  t h o r o u gh ly p e n e t r a t e d  a n d  go ve r n e d , 

glo r ifie d  a n d  p u r ifie d  b y t h e fu ll s p ir it u a l p o w e r  o f t h e  

s o u l—a ct s  o n ly  u n d e r  t h e  in flu e n ce  o f t h e  r a t io n a l w ill. I n  

t h e fir s t h u m a n  co u p le , St . T h o m a s lim it s t h is co n ce p 

t io n  b y t h e e xp r e ss io n , “it s e e m s ,” a s n o t q u it e ce r t a in , 

b u t o n ly p r o b a b le . I n  M a r y, h o w e ve r , h e  a p p lie s it u n 

co n d it io n a lly t o t h e p e r io d  a ft e r  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n . As  

t o  t h e  t im e  p r e ce d in g  t h is , h e  s u gge s t s  o n ly a  p r o b a b ilit y, 

t h a t  t h e  co m p le t e  in t egr it y  o f t h e  fle s h  w a s  n o t  ye t  p r e s e n t .

O n  t h e  fa ct  a lo n e  t h a t  St . T h o m a s , lik e  St . Bo n a ve n t u r e ,  

co n s id e r s  t h e  a b s e n ce  o f t h e  fom es in  t h e  a b o ve -m en t io n e d  

s e n s e  a s  t h e  in t egr it y o f t h e  fle s h , d o e s  t h e  a r gu m e n t  r e s t
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w h ich  t h e y b o t h  a d d u ce  fo r  t h e  id e a  o f a  la t e r  e xt in ct io n  

o f t h e  fom es. T h e y a r gu e  t h a t  it  w a s  n o  m o r e co n s is t e n t , 

b e fo r e Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n , fo r a n yo n e t o b e fr e e , a c 

co r d in g  t o  t h e  fle s h , fr o m  t h e  p u n is h m e n t  o f o r igin a l s in ,18  

t h a n  fo r  a n yo n e t o  r is e t o im m o r t a l life b e fo r e Ch r is t ’s  

r e s u r r ect io n . Ca r e fu lly co n s id e r e d , t h e ir  r e a s o n  a m o u n t s  

o n ly t o  t h is , t h a t , b e fo r e  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n , M a r y co u ld  

n o t , a cco r d in g t o t h e fle s h , o b t a in  t h a t p e r fect p u r it y  

w h ich  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  r e s u r r e ct io n  u n t o  t h e  im m o r t a l life  

o f glo r y. I n  a n y ca s e , b e ca u s e  o f M a r y ’s  q u it e  e xce p t io n a l 

p o s it io n , t h is ge n e r a l r e a s o n  ca n  b e  n o  m o r e co n clu s ive  

h e r e , t h a n  ca n  t h e  ge n e r a l  la w  o f o r igin a l s in  b e  a p p lica b le  

t o M a r y.

19 St. Thomas, Illa, q.27, a.3 corp.; St. Bonaventure, in 8 Sent., d.3, p. 1, 

a. 2, q. 2.

20 Ezech. 43:2.

T h e t e xt fr o m  t h e Sa cr e d Scr ip tu r e s , w h ich  is h e r e  

a p p lie d  b y St . T h o m a s  t o  M a r y; “An d , b e h o ld , t h e  glo r y  

o f t h e  G o d  o f I s r a e l ca m e  b y  t h e  w a y  o f t h e  e a s t : a n d  t h e  

e a r th  s h o n e  w it h  H is  m a je s t y,” 19 2 0  in d ica t e s  p e r h a p s , t h a t  

b y M a r y’s s e co n d  s t a t e o f p u r it y h e  u n d e r s t a n d s s o m e 

t h in g h igh e r  t h a n  o f t h e  o r ig in a l s t a t e . H o w e ve r , if t h is  

is n o t  t h e  ca s e , h e  in fe r s  in  t h e  co n ce p t  o f t h e  e xt in ct io n  

m o r e t h a n  d o  m o s t a d vo ca t e s o f t h e o r ig in a l e xt in ct io n  

o f t h e  fom es, a ft e r  a s  w e ll a s  b e fo r e  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n .

Co n n e ct e d  w it h  t h is  q u e s t io n  is  t h e  fo llo w in g , “w h e th e r ,  

fr o m  t h e b e gin n in g , M a r y p o s s e s s e d o r ig in a l ju s t ice .” 

Acco r d in g  t o  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  s a id , St . T h o m a s  d e n ie s  t h is ,  

n o t o n ly fo r  t h e  b e gin n in g o f h e r  e xis t e n ce , b u t fo r  t h e  

w h o le p e r io d  p r e ce d in g t h e s e co n d  s a n ct ifica t io n . Bu t  

a ls o  ve r y m a n y t h e o lo g ia n s , w h o  t a u gh t  t h e  im m a cu la t e  

co n ce p t io n , h e ld  w it h  Sco t u s t h a t , b e ca u s e  o f w h a t  h a s  
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b e e n  s a id , M a r y d id  n o t ye t  p o s s e ss o r igin a l ju s t ice in  

t h e  p r o p e r  a n d  s t r ict  s e n s e  o f t h e  w o r d . F ir s t , s h e  r e ce ive d  

h e r  ju s t ice , n o t  b y m e a n s  o f h e r  n a tu r a l o r igin , b u t  a s a  

p r ivile ge  fo r  h e r  p e r so n . Se co n d ly, n e it h e r  d id  s h e  p o s s e s s  

a ll t h e e ffe ct s o f t h e o r igin a l ju s t ice , e .g ., fr e e d o m  fr o m  

s u ffe r in g . N o r  fin a lly, a cco r d in g t o  s o m e , w a s s h e give n  

fr e e d o m  fr o m  co n cu p is ce n ce  in  a s  p e r fe ct  a  d e gr e e  a s  t h e  

fir s t  h u m a n  co u p le .

T h e fu ll a n d  p la in  t r u th  is , t h a t , fr o m  t h e b e gin n in g ,  

M a r y  p o s se s s e d  in  it s  e n t ir e t y o r igin a l ju s t ice , n o t  in d e e d  

o r ig in a lly, b u t  p e r s o n a lly, s o fa r  a s t h is ju s t ice r e s t s o n  

in n e r  p e r fe ct io n  a n d , in  it s  e ffe ct s , co m e s  u n d e r  t h e  co n 

ce p t  o f ju s t ice , o r  o f “b e in g  ju s t ,” n o t  o n ly u n d e r  t h a t o f 

b e in g  s o u n d .2 1

F r e e d o m  f r o m  P e r s o n a l  S in s

Ce r t a in  a s  is M a r y’s fr e e d o m  fr o m  a ll m o t io n s o f co n 

cu p is ce n ce , it  is fo r m a lly e ve n  m o r e ce r t a in , b e ca u se s o  

d e cla r e d  a s Ca t h o lic d o ct r in e , t h a t “M a r y n e ve r  r e a lly  

co m m it t e d  a n  a ctu a l o r p e r so n a l s in ,” 2 2 n e it h e r  m o r ta l 

s in , w h e r eb y s h e  w o u ld  h a ve  lo s t  s a n ct ifyin g gr a ce , n o r  

ve n ia l s in  o f w h a te ve r  k in d , w h e r e b y s h e w o u ld  h a ve  

s t a in e d  t h e  r o b e  o f gr a ce . T h e  t h e o lo g ica l p r o o f is fo u n d  

in  t h e  t r a d it io n a l id e a  o f t h e  p e r fe ct  p u r it y o f t h e  M o t h e r  

o f G o d , o f M a r y’s co m p le t e  lik e n e s s  t o  Ch r is t , o f t h e  a b 

s o lu t e  co n t r a s t  o f t h e  h e a ve n ly w it h  t h e e a r th ly E ve , a s  

a ls o  o f M a r y’s  t yp ica l r e la t io n  t o  t h e  Ch u r ch , w h o s e  id e a l 

p u r it y w a s  p r e fe r a b ly r e p r e s e n t e d  in  h e r .

21 Concerning this point, see Suarez, in III, de myst. vitae Christi, disp. 4, 

sec. 6.
22 This point w as established by the Council of Trent, Sess. V I, can. 23  

(Denz., no. 833).
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T h e  m a in t a in in g  o f t h is  id e a  in  s u p p o r t  o f M a r y ’s  fr e e 

d o m  fr o m  p e r s o n a l s in s is b a s e d  e ve n  m o r e cle a r ly a n d  

fir m ly o n  t h e  t e a ch in g o f t h e  Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s  co n ce r n 

in g M a r y’s u n io n  w it h  Ch r is t in  t h e e n m ity a ga in s t t h e  

d e vil, t h a n  in  r e ga r d , e .g ., t o h e r  fr e e d o m  fr o m  co n cu 

p is ce n ce . I t r e s t s a ls o o n  t h e t e a ch in g co n ce r n in g t h e  

m o s t s in gu la r p r o t e ct io n  o f G o d  a n d  Ch r is t , w h ich  is  

b o u n d  u p  w it h  h e r  fu lln e s s  o f gr a ce . F o r , Ch r is t ’s  lo ve  fo r  

t h e  Ch u r ch , w h e r e b y t h e  la t t e r  w a s t o b e  k e p t w it h o u t  

“s t a in  o r  w r in k le ,” 2 3 h a d  t o  b e  s h o w n  in  a  m o s t  p e r fe ct  

m a n n e r  in  H is M o th e r  a s  t h e  h e a r t  o f t h e  Ch u r ch . Aga in  

it  r e s t s  o n  t h e a b s o lu t e  s p o t le s s n e s s o f Ch r is t ’s b r id e , a s  

t h e  la t t e r  is  p r e s e n t e d  in  t ir e  Ca n t ic le  o f Ca n t ic le s  a n d  in  

t h e  figu r e  o f t h e  “W o m a n  clo t h e d  w it h  t h e s u n .” 2 4

T h e  t e m p o r a r y e clip s e  o f t h is  d o ct r in e  in  s o m e  F a th e r s  

o f m o r e  a n cie n t  t im e s is a m p ly o ffs e t  b y t h e u n a n im o u s  

d o ct r in e  o f t h e  e n t ir e  t r a d it io n  s in ce  t h e  Co u n cil o f E p h 

e s u s . M o r e o ve r , t h is  e clip s e  w a s  lim it e d  lo ca lly, a n d  t h e  u t 

t e r a n ce s in  q u e s t io n  a r e n o t a t a ll p o s it ive p r o o fs o f a n  

e xis t in g  e ccle s ia s t ica l t r a d it io n . T h e y s h o w  o n ly t h a t t h e  

e ccle s ia s t ica l id e a  o f M a r y ’s p u r it y h a d  n o t  a s ye t  p e n e 

t r a t e d  e ve r yw h e r e in  it s fu ll fo r ce  a n d  m e a n in g .

T h e  Co u n cil o f T r e n t  ga ve  t h e  o fficia l p r o n o u n ce m e n t  

o f t h e  Ca t h o lic  d o ct r in e : “I f a n y o n e  s h a ll s a y t h a t  a  p e r 

s o n  o n ce ju s t ifie d  . . . ca n  fo r  t h e  r e s t  o f h is life  a vo id  

a ll s in s e ve n  t h e le a s t , u n le s s b y a  s p e cia l p r ivile ge o f 

G o d , s u ch  a s t h e Ch u r ch  h o ld s co n ce r n in g t h e Ble s s e d  

Vir gin , le t  h im  b e  a n a t h e m a .” 2 5 I n  t h e  M id d le  Age s , t h e

2» Eph. 5:27.
24 Cant. 4:7; A poc. 12:1; cf. St Bernard, Serm. Oom. infra Oct. Ass., no. 

3; PL, CLX X X III, 431.

25 D enz., no. 833.
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fr e e d o m  fr o m  a ll a ct u a l s in s w a s t h e m o r e  e m p h a t ica lly 

s t r e s s e d , a cco r d in g a s t h e in it ia l fr e e d o m  fr o m  o r ig in a l 

s in  w a s  s t ill e n ve lo p e d  in  o b s cu r it y. E va d in g  t h e  I m m a cu 

la t e  Co n ce p t io n , t h e y e xp la in e d  fr e e d o m  fr o m  s in  a s  t h e  

s p e cific e ffe ct  o f t h e  fir s t s a n ct ifica t io n  o f t h e  M o t h e r  o f 

G o d . St . Be r n a r d  w r it e s : “I  a m  o f t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  a  m o r e  

a b u n d a n t b le s s in g o f s a n ct ifica t io n d e s cen d e d  o n  h e r , 

w h ich  n o t  o n ly s a n ct ifie d  h e r  b ir t h , b u t  a ls o  k e p t  h e r  im 

m u n e fr o m  s in , a  b le s s in g b e s t o w e d  o n  n o o t h e r livin g  

w o m a n . I t w a s ve r y b e co m in g t h a t , b y a p r ivile ge o f 

s in gu la r  h o lin e s s , t h e  Q u e e n  o f vir g in s  s h o u ld  h a ve  le d  a  

life  w it h o u t  s in , in  o r d e r  t h a t  s h e , w h ils t  s h e  b r o u gh t  fo r t h  

t h e d e s t r o ye r  o f s in  a n d  d e a t h , m igh t o b t a in  t h e gift  o f 

life  a n d  ju s t ice .” 2 6  St . Au gu s t in e  e s p e cia lly h e ld  t h is  fr e e 

d o m  fr o m  s in  in  h is p e r e m p t o r y e xce p t io n  in  fa vo r  o f 

M a r y.2 7

I n  t h e  La t in  Ch u r ch , t h is  d o ct r in e  n e ve r  w e a k e n e d . Bu t  

in  t h e E a s t , w h e r e M a r y’s e xe m p t io n  fr o m  o r igin a l s in  

a lw a ys  s t o o d  in  t h e  fo r e gr o u n d , fr e e d o m  fr o m  a ctu a l s in , 

o d d ly e n o u gh , w a s  fo r  s o m e  t im e  le ft  t o  co n je ct u r e e ve n  

b y F a th e r s o f n o t e , a n d  t h is in  p a r t  fo r  t h e s a m e  t h e o 

lo g ica l r e a s o n s fr o m  w h ich , in  t h e W e s t , d o u b t s a r o s e  

a s  t o  t lie  I m m a cu la t e  Co n ce p t io n . I n  co n t r a s t  t o  t h e  s p ir 

it u a l p e r fe ct io n  o f t h e ce le s t ia l Ad a m , d ie s t a n d a r d  o f 

w e a k n e s s b a s e d  o n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f w o m a n  w a s give n  t o o  

m u ch  p r o m in e n ce  in  d ie  n e w  E ve , w h o s e  p r ivile ge s fa r  

s u r p a s s e d  t h o s e  o f d ie  o ld .

T h e  u n fa vo r a b le  u t t e r a n ce s  o f t h e  F a t h e r s  in  q u e s t io n , 

o n  w h ich  St . T h o m a s  t o u ch e s  t o o  b r ie fly,2 8  a r e  t r e a t e d  a t

28 St. Bernard, Epist. 174 ad can. Lugdun.; PL, CLXX XII, 334.

27 St. A ugustine, de not. et grat., c. 36, no. 42.

28 St. Thom as, H ia, q.27, a. 4 ad 2 et 3. 
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le n gt h  b y Sixtu s o f Sie n n a , St . P e t e r  Ca n is iu s , P e t a viu s ,  

a n d  N e w m a n .2 8

I n  t h e W e s t , T e r tu llia n  in  h is b o o k De carne Christi, 

w r it t e n  in  h is M o n t a n is t  p e r io d , in  w h ich  h e  cla im s  t h a t  

b y  h e r  fa it h  M a r y w ip e d  o u t  E ve ’s u n b e lie f,3 0  m a k e s  t h is  

u t t e r ly  u n fo u n d e d  s t a t e m e n t . H e  s a ys : “W it h  t h e  b r e t h r e n  

o f J e s u s , M a r y d id  n o t b e lieve  in  H im  a n d  h e n ce m u s t  

yie ld  t o  M a r t h a  a n d  M a r y M a gd a len  in  fa it h .” 8 1 T h is is  

t h e  co a r s e s t  u t t e r a n ce  o f t h e  p a t r is t ic lit e r a t u r e , b u t  it  is  

s e lf- co n d e m n a to r y.

La t e r , t h e w r it e r  o f t h e Quaestiones in Novo Testa

m ento,32 w h o s e  vie w s  in  ge n e r a l a r e  in co r r e ct , a ls o  d e a lt  

w it h  M a r y’s d o u b t a t Ch r is t ’s d e a t h . F r o m  t h e k n o w n  

Ca t h o lic F a th e r s o n ly o n e t e x t is q u o te d , t h a t o f St . 

H ila r y o f P o it ie r s . I n  t h a t t e xt Sim e o n ’s p r o p h e cy is e x 

p la in e d  b y t h e  s w o r d  o f G o d ’s ju d gm e n t . T h e  t e x t  r e a d s :  

“W h e n  t h a t e xce lle n t  vir g in  o f G o d  s h a ll h a ve  co m e  b e 

fo r e  t h e  s e ve r e  ju d gm e n t , w h o  s h a ll d a r e  t o  w is h  t h a t  s h e  

b e  ju d ge d  b y G o d ? ” 3 3 Bu t  t h e  t e x t  is t o o  in d is t in ct  t o  b e  

u s e d  a s p r o o f fo r  a n yt h in g.

I n  t h e E a s t , u n fa vo r a b le u t t e r a n ces  a r e fo u n d  in  t h e  

w r it in gs  o f t h e  m o s t  in flu en t ia l F a th e r s , e ve n  d o w n  t o  t h e  

t im e  o f Cyr il o f Ale xa n d r ia , t h e  h e r a ld  o f t h e  Theotocos, 

a n d  in  t h e  co n te m p o r a r ie s  o f St . Au gu s t in e ; a n d  t h e y a r e

29 Sixtus of Siena, Bibliotheca sancta, lib. 5 passim; St. Peter Canisius, De 

virg. Deipara, lib. 4, especially c.27 and 28; Petavius, Dogm. theol., lib. 14, 

c. 1; N ewm an, A letter to Pusey, pp. 131^46.
80Tertullian, De came Christi, c. 17 (PL, II, 782).

si Ibid., c.7; PL, II, 767 f.

82 Quaestiones Veteris et Novi Testamenti (in M igne am ong the w orks of 

St. A ugustine and quoted by St. Thom as, Illa, q.27, a.4, vid. qd. 2), q.73; 

PL, X XX V, 2267. Souter provided a critical edition in Corpus scriptorum 

eccl. lot. L, V ienna, 1908.

88 St. H ilary, Tract, super Psalmos, in Ps. 118, lift. Ill, no. 12; PL, IX, 523. 
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o f t w o  k in d s . As s o cia t in g  t h e m s e lve s  w it h  O r ige n ,3 4 w h o  

o t h e r w is e  h a s  s o m e  ve r y  fin e  t e x t s  r e la t ive  t o  M a r y’s  m o r a l 

p e r fe ct io n , St . Ba s il a n d  St . Cyr il o f Ale xa n d r ia  3 5 e xp la in  

t h e w o r d s o f Sim e o n , in  r e fe r e n ce t o t h e s w o r d  w h ich  

s h o u ld  p ie r ce M a r y’s s o u l, a s t h e s w o r d  o f t e m p t a t io n  

t o d o u b t Ch r is t ’s d ivin ity, t o w h ich M a r y s u ccu m b e d  

u n d e r  t h e cr o s s ; lik e  t h e d is cip le s , s h e  t o o  w a s s ca n d a l

ize d  in  Ch r is t . O r ige n  a n d  Ba s il s t a t e d  cle a r ly t h a t  h e r e  

M a r y r e a lly fa ile d . T h e y r e fe r t o t h e a s s e r t io n , t h a t  

Ch r is t  d ie d  fo r  M a r y’s s in s a ls o  a s fo r  t h o se  o f a ll m a n 

k in d , a n d  t h a t  s h e  w o u ld  n o t  o t h e r w is e  h a ve  b e lo n ge d  t o  

t h e n u m b e r o f t h e r e d e e m e d . T h e e xp la n a t io n  o f St . 

T h o m a s ,3 6 t h a t t h e p o in t  a t is s u e  h e r e is n o t a  d o u b t  o f 

in fid e lit y, b u t  o f w o n d e r  a n d  o f in q u ir y, is , t h e r e fo r e , n o t  

s a t is fa cto r y. Bo t h  u t t e r a n ce s  a r e  r e a lly a n  a lt o ge th e r  fa l

la cio u s  e xe ge t ica l a n d  t h e o lo g ica l e xp la n a t io n , n o t  a  t e s t i

m o n y o f t r a d it io n . F o r t h e r e s t , t ir e fa ct t h a t p o s it ive  

t r a d it io n  r e la t ive t o M a r y’s h o lin e s s w a s  n o t a t  t h e t im e  

m o r e  d e fin it e , s h o u ld  cr e a t e  lit t le  s u r p r is e , s in ce  e ve n  t h e  

m o s t  im p o r t a n t  d o gm a s  co n ce r n in g t ir e  d ivin it y o f Ch r is t  

a n d  t h e H o ly G h o s t w e r e a s ye t m u ch  n e gle ct e d .

O n  t h e o t h e r  h a n d , it is t r u e t h a t Cyr il s t a t e s m o s t  

e m p h a t ica lly, t h a t M a r y w a s s e ize d  w it h  fe a r  a n d  s u f

fe r e d  a ls o  a  ce r t a in  d e fe a t  b e ca u s e  o f h e r  fe m in in e  w e a k 

n e s s , a n d  t h a t fo r t h a t r e a s o n  Ch r is t ga ve h e r  J o h n  t o  

s t r e n gt h e n  a n d  co m fo r t  h e r . Bu t  h e  co n s id e r s  t h is d o u b t  

o n ly a  w e a k n e s s , n o t a fa u lt , s t ill le s s a gr a ve o ffe n s e . 

E ve n  s o  h is  d e cla r a t io n  is a t  s h a r p  va r ia n ce  w it h  M a r y’s  

h e r o ic p e r s e ve r a n ce , s t r o n g in  fa ith , u n d e r  t h e cr o s s , a

81 O rigen, Hom. 17 in Lc.; PG, Χ ΠΙ, 1845.

85 St. Basil, epist. 259 ad Optimum; PG, Χ ΧΧ Π, 965-68;— Cyril of A lex
andria, in Joan. 12; PG, LX XIV , 661-65.

»·  St. Thom as, Illa, q.27, a. 4 ad 2.
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ch a r a ct e r is t ic  w h ich  w a s s o  co r r e ct ly a n d  fo r ce fu lly e lu 

cid a t e d  b y St . Am b r o s e .3 7 T h e co n t r a s t is a ll t h e m o r e  

m a r k ed , s in ce Cyr il e xp la in s M a r y ’s p r e s e n ce  u n d e r  t h e  

cr o s s m e r e ly b y s a yin g t h a t w it h  t h e o t h e r  w o m e n  s h e  

w e p t  a s  w o m e n  d o . A  s im ila r  e xp la n a t io n  o f M a r y ’s  d o u b t  

a t  t h e  An n u n cia t io n  is  fo u n d  in  P s e u d o -P r o clu s . 3 8

Aga in , St . J o h n  Ch r ys o s to m  3 9  a s cr ib e s  t o  fe m in in e  va n 

it y o r  m o th e r ly p r id e  M a r y’s a p p e a r a n ce  a t  t h e  m a r r ia ge  

fe a s t o f Ca n a , a s a ls o h e r  w is h  o n  a la t e r o cca s io n  t o  

s p e a k  t o  J e s u s . E ls e w h e r e  h e  e xp la in s  t h e  n e ce s s ity  o f t h e  

a n n u n cia t io n  b y t h e  a n ge l b e fo r e  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n  b y  

s a yin g, t h a t M a r y h a d  t o b e s a fe gu a r d e d  a ga in s t gr e a t  

a la r m  a n d  a n xie t y, le s t , a s a  s e n s it ive vir g in , s h e  s h o u ld  

d o  vio le n ce t o  h e r s e lf t h a t s h e m igh t e s ca p e d is gr a ce .4 0  

T h e s e  a r e  m e r e  e xe ge t ica l a n d  o r a to r ica l e xce s s e s , a s St . 

T h o m a s  4 1 p la in ly ca lls t h e m . T h e e xp la n a t io n  o f t h e m  

m a y  b e  fo u n d  p a r t ly  in  t h e  fr e e  a n d  d e s u lt o r y  s t yle  o f t h e  

s a in t a n d  h is lo ve fo r  p a r a d o xe s , p a r t ly t o o t o t h e fa ct  

t h a t  h e  b e lo n ge d  t o  t h e  s ch o o l o f An t io ch  a n d  h a d  D io 

d o r u s  a s  h is  t e a ch e r .

G e n e r a lly s p e a k in g, in  s p it e o f t h e e xce lle n ce o f h e r  

s t a t e  o f gr a ce  a n d  s a n ct it y, it  w o u ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  Cyr il a s  

w e ll a s St . J o h n  Ch r ys o s t o m  fin d  in  M a r y, a s in  a  t r u ly  

fe m in in e  b e in g, ce r t a in  w e a k n e s s e s , a s e xcu s a b le  a s  t h e y  

a r e  n a tu r a l. N e w m a n  t h in k s  t h is is d u e  t o  t h e  lo w  o p in 

io n  o f w o m a n h o o d  w h ich  p r e va iled  a t  t h a t  t im e , n o t  o n ly  

in  t h e E a s t , b u t a ls o in  t h e W e s t .4 2 I t m u s t , h o w e ve r ,

87 St. A mbrose, In Lc., no. 132; PL, X V , 1837, and Epist. 63 ad Vercell, 
eccl., no. 110; PL, X VI, 1218.

88 Proclus (?), H om . 6; PG, LXV , 740-48.
80 St. John Chrysostom , Hom. 21 in Joan.; PG, LIX, 130; Hom. 44 in Mt.; 

PG, LVII, 464.

■>« Ibid., Hom. 4 in Mt.; PG, LVII, 45.

41 St. Thomas, Illa, q.27, a. 4 ad 3.

42N ewm an, A letter to Pusey (London, 1866), p. 136. 
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b e  r e m a r k e d , t h a t  a t  t h a t  ve r y t im e , a t  le a s t  in  t h e  La t in  

F a th e r s , e s p e cia lly in  St s . Am b r o s e a n d  Au gu s t in e , t h e  

id e a l ch a r a ct e r  o f a  vir g in  ( s o  s ign ifica n t ly in d ica t e d  in  

t h e  La t in  n a m e  o f Vir go ) , a n d  r a is e d  b y m o r a l vir gin it y  

t o  m a n ly s t r e n gt h , fo u n d  e xp r e s s io n  in  t h e  m o s t  cle a r  a n d  

d e cis ive  m a n n e r .

T h e t e x t s fr o m  Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e , t o w h ich  t h e s e p a s 

s a ge s  o f t h e  F a t h e r s  a r e  r e la t e d , a n d  o t h e r s  e ve n  m o r e  s o  

w h ich a r e u s e d b y P r o t e s t a n t s , e s p e cia lly t h e Ce n tu -  

r ia t o r s , 4 3 t o p r o ve M a r y’s s in fu ln e s s , n o w a d a ys d e m a n d  

n o  fu r th e r  e xp la n a t io n . T h e s e  a r e d e a lt  w it h  q u it e t h o r 

o u gh ly b y St . P e t e r Ca n is iu s a n d  Va s q u e z. 4 4 O n ly t h is  

s h o u ld  b e  n o t e d  in  Ca n is iu s  t h a t  t h e R e fo r m e r s , a cco r d 

in g t o t h e ir  o w n  e xp la n a t io n , e m p h a s ize d  M a r y ’s s in fu l

n e s s s o m u ch , b e ca u s e in  h e r t h e y co m b a t t e d  t h e t yp e  

a n d  t h e gu a r a n t y o f t h e s a n ct it y a n d  in fa llib ilit y o f t h e  

Ch u r ch .

Acco r d in g  t o  t h e  t e a ch in g  o f t h e  Ch u r ch  a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f t h e  m a t t e r , t h e  fa ct  o f M a r y’s s in le s sn e s s  is b a s e d  o n  a  

s p e cia l a n d  s u p e r n a t u r a l gr a ce , o r r a t h e r o n  a n  e xce p 

t io n a l p r ivile ge  o f gr a ce . F o r  t h e r e a s o n  t h a t t h is gr a ce  

m a d e co m p le t e s in le s s n e s s p o s s ib le , it w a s ca lle d “t h e  

gift o f im p ecca n cy” a s in  t h e fir s t co u p le , a n d  it s m a in  

fe a tu r e is fr e e d o m  fr o m  co n cu p is ce n ce . I n  s o fa r a s it  

e n s u r e d  e ffe ct ive  fr e e d o m  fr o m  s in , it  w a s  ca lle d , in  r e la 

t io n  t o  m o r t a l s in s , t h e  “gift  o f co n fir m a t io n  in  gr a ce ” o r  

o f “p e r fe ct p e r s e ve r a n ce ”; in r e la t io n t o ve n ia l s in s ,

43 Centuriators of M agdeburg are a group of Protestant scholars w ho, 

under leadership of M ath. Flacius, w rote a Church history, divided into cen
turia (centuries), under the title: Ecclesiastica historia congesta per aliquot 
studiosos et pios viros in urbe Magdeburgica, 13 volumes, Basel, 1559-74. 

The great M ariological tract of St. Peter Canisius w as directed particularly  
against them .

44 St. Peter Canisius, De virg. Deip., lib. 4 per totum; V asquez, in ΙΠ , disp. 

120, cap. 3 and 4.
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t h e  “gift  o f p e r fe ct  co n fir m a t io n  in  go o d .” I n  t h is  r e s p e ct  

it s m a in  ch a r a ct e r is t ic is t h e fu lln e s s o f t h e gr a ce s o f 

s u p e r n a t u r a l s a n ct ifica t io n , a ctu a l a s w e ll a s h a b it u a l, 

w h e r e b y G o d , w h o  w a s w it h  a n d  in  M a r y in  a  s p e cia l  

m a n n e r , s o  gu a r d e d  h e r  t h a t  s h e  n e ve r  co m m it t e d  a  s in g le  

s in .

T h e  p r e cis e  m e a n in g o f t h is gr a ce  a n d  it s m a n n e r  o f 

a ct io n  a r e lin k e d  w it h  t h e q u e s t io n , w h e t h e r t h e co n 

fir m a t io n  in  gr a ce  a b o lish e d  n o t  o n ly t h e  r e a lit y b u t  a ls o  

t h e  p o s s ib ilit y o f s in , o r  t h e  r e a lit y  b y  t h e  ve r y  im p o s s ib il

it y, in  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  t h e  in clin a t io n  t o  ir r e gu la r  m o t io n s  

o f co n cu p is ce n ce , a n d  t h e r e b y t o  fo r m a l s in , w a s e r a d i

ca t e d  b y t h e  e xt in ct io n  o f t h e  fom es.

As cle a r  a s it is t h a t M a r y is d is t in gu is h e d  fr o m  G o d  

a n d  Ch r is t  b y t h e  fa ct  t h a t , co n s id e r e d  in  h e r  b e in g, s h e  

w a s ca p a b le  o f s in , it  is ju s t  a s cle a r  t h a t , b e ca u s e  o f t h e  

d ivin e  p r o te ct io n  a n d  a s s is t a n ce  w h ich  M a r y e n jo ye d , it  

ca n  a n d  m u s t  b e  s a id  in  a  ce r t a in  s e n s e  t h a t  s h e  co u ld  n o t  

h a ve s in n e d , t h a t in  h e r , s in  w a s im p o s s ib le ; h e n ce h e r  

s in le s s n e s s in clu d e s t h e in ca p a b ilit y o f s in n in g . T h is , in  

a s e n s e a t le a s t , is a n a lo go u s t o w h a t , r e la t ive t o t h e  

t e a ch in g a u t h o r it y o f t h e Ch u r ch , is s a id  o f t h e p o p e , 

t h a t h e ca n n o t  fa il in  ce r t a in  a ct s a n d  t h a t h is fr e e d o m  

fr o m  e r r o r  in clu d e s  in fa llib ilit y.

I n  fa ct , M a r y’s in ca p a b ilit y o f s in n in g , a s t h e p illa r  

a n d  ve s t u r e  o f h e r  s a n ct it y, is  t h e  o r ig in a l t yp e  a n d  gu a r 

a n te e  o f t h e  in fa llib ilit y o f t h e  Ch u r ch , lik e  a  p illa r  a n d  

ve s t u r e o f t r u t h . J u s t a s t h e  Ch u r ch ’s t r u th  r e s t s o n  t h e  

w o r d s , “I  a m  w it h  yo u  a ll d a ys ,” s o  M a r y’s s a n ct it y r e s t s  

o n  “T h e Lo r d  is w it h  t h e e .” Bo th  a r e p r o p h e s ie d  in  a  

t yp ica l s e n s e b y t h e w o r d s : “T h e s t r e a m  o f t h e r ive r  

m a k e t h  t h e  cit y o f G o d  jo yfu l: t h e  m o s t  H igh  h a t h  s a n e -  



134 M A RIO LO G Y

t ifie d  H is  o w n  t a b e r n a cle . G o d  is in  t h e  m id s t t h e r e o f, it  

s h a ll n o t  b e  m o ve d .” 4 5

M o s t  t h e o lo g ia n s , in  fa ct , a ll o f t h e m  in  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  

p e r io d  b e fo r e Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n , d o  n o t a d m it t h e in 

ca p a b ilit y o f s in n in g in  M a r y a s s ign ifyin g t h a t , b y h e r  

co n fir m a t io n  in  gr a ce , s h e w a s r e n d e r e d  in w a r d ly in 

ca p a b le  o f s in  in  a  w a y a n a lo go u s t o  Ch r is t , fo r  b y t h a t  

gift  s h e  w o u ld  h a ve  lo s t  t h e  fr e e d o m  t o  s in  o r  t h e  n a tu r a l 

d e fe ct ib ilit y o f h e r w ill. O n  t h e co n t r a r y, a cco r d in g t o  

Ale xa n d e r  o f H a le s  a n d  St . Alb e r t  t h e  G r e a t ,4 6 t h is  la t t e r  

o p in io n  w a s  r e a lly m a in t a in e d  in  r e fe r e n ce  t o  t h e  p e r io d  

a ft e r  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n , a n d  t h a t  b y a ll t h e  n o t ed  t h e 

o lo g ia n s  o f t h e  t h ir t e e n th  ce n t u r y, a t  le a s t  b y  St . T h o m a s , 

Com m entaries on the Sentences.*1 F r o m  t h e p o in t o f 

vie w  o f p e r so n a l s in , t h e y a d vo ca t e d  M a r y’s p e r fe ct  p u 

r it y, a ft e r  G o d , a ll t h e  m o r e  fo r ce fu lly, a s  t h e y w e a k e n e d  

h e r  p o s it io n  in  r e la t io n  t o o r igin a l s in

La t e r , p r o b a b ly a ls o  b y St . T h o m a s  h im s e lf in  h is  la t e r  

w r it in gs , t h is  d o ct r  in e , in s u ffic ie n t ly e xp la in e d  a n d  in  p a r t  

a ls o  e r r o n e o u s ly p r e se n t e d , w a s  a b a n d o n e d . I n  r e fe r e n ce  

t o  t h e  t im e  a ft e r  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n , M a r y’s in ca p a b ilit y  

o f s in n in g w a s e xp la in e d  s im p ly b y t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f t h e  

gift o f p e r s e ve r a n ce o r co n fir m a t io n  in  gr a ce in  o t h e r  

ju s t ifie d  s o u ls , a s  a ls o  b y t h a t  o f t h e  gift  o f in fa llib ilit y in  

t h e  a p o s t le s  a n d  t h e  p o p e .

T h e  d e e p  d r o u gh t  o f t h e  d r e o lo g ia n s  fr o m  t h e  t h ir t e e n t h  

ce n tu r y s h o u ld  n o t , in  o u r  e s t im a t io n , b e  r e lin q u is h e d  s o  

e a s ily. M o r e o ve r , a s t o  t h e t im e b e fo r e  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p -

«  M att. 28:20; Luke 1:28; Ps. 45:5  f.

46 A lexander of H ales, Summa theol., pars 3, q.9, m embr. 3, a. 2, sec. 2  

resol.; St. A lbert the G reat, Mariale, q.134 and q.163 (privilegium 2).
47 St. Thomas, in 3 Sent., d.3, q.l a.2, qla; see also la, q. 100, a.2 corp, 

and  Illa, q. 27, a. 5 ad  2; cf . De verit., q. 24, a. 9 corp, et ad  2. 
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t io n , M a r y’s s in le s s n e s s ca n  b e fo r m u la t e d m o r e p r o 

fo u n d ly a n d  e m p h a t ica lly, if t h e  gr a ce  o f t h e  m o t h e r h o o d  

is u s e d  in  t h e m e a n in g e xp la in e d  a b o ve , a n d  if M a r y’s  

in ca p a b ilit y  o f s in n in g  is  r a th e r  p r e s e n te d  o n  t h e  a n a lo gy  

o f t h a t o f Ch r is t ’s h u m a n it y. T h e s a n ct io n  fo r t h is lie s  

in  t h e  r e a s o n s a d va n ce d  a b o ve ,4 8 e s p e cia lly in  t h is , t h a t  

t h e  F a t h e r s  h a ve  n o  figu r e  m o r e  fo r ce fu l a n d  gr a p h ic b y  

w h ich  t o illu s t r a t e t h e s in le s s n es s o f Ch r is t ’s h u m a n it y  

t h a n  t h a t  w it h  w h ich  t h e Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s  p o r t r a y t h e  

gr a ce  o f h e  m o t h e r h o o d ,  viz., h e r  clo th in g  w it h  t h e  s u n .

U n lik e  t h e  gift  o f  p e r s e ve r a n ce  o r  co n fir m a t io n  in  gr a ce , 

w h ich  w a s gr a n t e d  t o  o t h e r  s a in t s , t h e gr a ce o f M a r y’s  

m o t h e r h o o d  la ys  t h e  fo u n d a t io n s  o f a  p e r fe ct  s in le s s n e s s , 

a n d  d o e s s o in  a n  e n t ir e ly d iffe r e n t a n d  m o r e s u b lim e  

m a n n e r . T h e  d ivin e in flu e n ce , s a fe gu a r d in g h e r  a ga in s t  

a ll s in , r e s t s n o t m e r e ly o n  a n  a ctu a l d e cr e e , n o r o n  a  

p r o m is e  o f G o d  o r  a n  a r r a n ge m e n t  o f p la n  m a d e  b e ca u s e  

o f ce r t a in  o u tw a r d a im s ( e .g ., in o r d e r t o e q u ip t h e  

a p o s t le s a s w o r th y fo u n d a t io n  s t o n e s o f t h e Ch u r ch ) ,  

w h ich  w o u ld  r e q u ir e  t h is  e xclu s io n  o f s in . I t  r e s t e d  r a t h e r  

o n  t h e ve r y s in gu la r  a n d  p e r s o n a l r e la t io n  o f M a r y t o  

G o d  w h ich  m a k e s  h e r  t h e  b r id e  a n d  t h e  ve s t u r e  o f G o d . 

Be ca u s e  o f t h is  r e la t io n , G o d  o w e d  it  t o  H is  o w n  d ign it y  

a n d  h o lin e ss  t o  s a fe gu a r d  M a r y a ga in s t s in , le s t h e r  s in  

s h o u ld  b e  im p u t e d  t o  H im , o r  le s t  it  s h o u ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  

H e h a d  a  s h a r e in  it . Be ca u s e o f t h is r e la t io n  a ls o , a ll 

gr a ce s  n e ce s sa r y t o  p r e clu d e  s in  a r e  vir tu a lly e n s u r e d  a n d  

gu a r a n t ee d  t o  M a r y in  a n d  t h r o u gh  t h e  p r in cip le  o f t h is  

gr a ce .

Aga in  b e ca u s e o f t h is r e la t io n , M a r y is co m p le t e ly 

t a k e n  u p  in  G o d , e n ve lo p e d  a n d  fille d  b y H im , o n  t h e

48 See supra, chap. 2.
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a n a lo gy o f t h e gr a ce o f u n io n  a n d  in  t h e s e n s e o f t h e  

figu r e  o f t h e  “W o m a n  clo t h e d  w it h  t h e s u n .” T h e r e fo r e ,  

t h is in ca p a b ilit y o f s in n in g s h o u ld  n o t b e co n ce ive d , a s  

in  o t h e r  ca s e s , a s a n  in ca p a b ilit y co m in g t o t h e s u b je ct  

fr o m  w it h o u t , b u t  a s  a n  in h e r e n t  in ca p a b ilit y, fo u n d e d  o n  

t h e  in w a r d  ch a r a ct e r  o f t h e  s u b je ct . Co m p a r e d  w it h  t h e  

co n fir m a t io n  in  gr a ce  in  t h e  a p o s t le s , t h is  is  b e fit t in g  a ls o  

t o M a r y’s r e la t io n  t o  t h e Ch u r ch ; M a r y a p p ea r s  b o t h  a s  

t h e fo u n d a t io n  s t o n e a n d  a s t h e r o o t a n d  h e a r t o f t h e  

Ch u r ch .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , a  r e a l d iffe r e n ce in  fo r m  e xis t s a ls o  

b e t w e e n  M a r y’s in ca p a b ilit y o f s in n in g , b a s e d o n t h e  

gr a ce  o f h e r  m o t h e r h o o d , a n d  t h e  in fa llib ilit y  o f t h e  t e a ch 

in g  a u th o r it y  o f t h e  Ch u r ch . F ir s t , t h e  d ivin e  in flu e n ce  in  

t h e t e a ch in g a u t h o r it y o f t h e Ch u r ch  is n o t co n n e ct e d  

w it h  t h e  p e r s o n  a n d  h is  p e r so n a l r e la t io n  t o  G o d , b u t  w it h  

t h e  a u th o r it y a n d  it s e xe r cis e . Se co n d ly, in  t h e  t e a ch in g  

a u th o r it y o f t h e Ch u r ch  t h is in flu e n ce in  it s e lf a p p e a r s  

o n ly a s  gu id a n ce  a n d  a s s is t a n ce . T o  M a r y it  w a s  gr a n t e d  

n a t u r a lly b y p e r va d in g  a n d  p e n e t r a t in g  h e r  w h o le  b e in g  

w it h  t h e s t r e a m  o f t h e gr a ce o f s a n ct ifica t io n  a n d  e n -  

ligh tm e n t .

Co n s id e r e d  a b s t r a ct ly a n d in it s e lf, t h e fu lln e s s o f 

cr ea t e d  gr a ce ca n  e ffe ct  in  M a r y’s w ill o n ly a  m o r a l in 

ca p a b ilit y o f s in n in g, a n a lo go u s t o t h a t  w h ich  ca n  e xis t  

a ls o in  o t h e r  s a in t s w it h  r e ga r d  t o m o r t a l s in . Bu t co n 

s id e r e d co n cr e t e ly, in  it s u n ity w it h  t h e gr a ce o f h e r  

m o t h e r h o o d  a s  it s  r o o t  a n d  s o u l a n d  a s  it s  fr u it  a n d  in s t r u 

m e n t , t h a t  fu lln e s s o f gr a ce  fo r m s t h e  b a s is o f a  p e r fe ct  

in ca p a b ilit y o f s in n in g e ve n  b e fo r e t h e co n ce p t io n  o f 

Ch r is t .
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Aft e r  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n  a n d  a s a  r e s u lt  o f t h e gr a ce  

o f h e r  m o th e r h o o d  co m p le t e d  b y t h a t  co n ce p t io n , M a r y ’s  

in ca p a b ilit y o f s in n in g a t t a in s  a n  e s s e n t ia lly h igh e r  ch a r 

a ct e r  in  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  in t e r io r  co n d it io n  o f t h e  p o w e r s  o f 

h e r  s o u l. I t  is  a t  le a s t  n o t  e xh a u s t e d  b y t h e  o r d in a r y id e a s  

o f h e r  m o r a l in ca p a b ilit y o f s in n in g, a n d  in  a  ce r t a in  s e n s e  

it e ffe ct s a p h ys ica l in ca p a b ilit y o f s in n in g. F o r , s in ce  

n a tu r a l m o th e r h o o d in  it s e lf w o r k s s u ch a w o n d e r fu l 

ch a n ge  in  a  m o th e r , t h a t  a ll h e r  t h o u gh t s a n d  d e s ir e s  a r e  

give n  a  n e w  d ir e ct io n  a n d  h e r  t h e  life  is , s o  t o  s a y, b o u n d  

u p  in  t h a t  o f t h e  ch ild , t h is  d ivin e  m o t h e r h o o d , in  w h ich  

n a t u r e  a n d  gr a ce  u n it e , in  w h ich  t h e So n  is a t t h e  s a m e  

t im e  Br id e gr o o m , F a th e r , a n d  Cr e a to r  o f H is M o th e r , in  

w h ich , t h e r e fo r e , a ll t ie s  o f t h e  s t r o n ge s t  lo ve , n a t u r a l a n d  

d ivin e , b in d  M a r y t o G o d , t h is d ivin e m o t h e r h o o d , w e  

r e p e a t , s h o u ld  a ll t h e  m o r e  ch a n ge  M a r y ’s  w h o le  in t e r io r  

life , s o t h a t s h e , in  a  s t ill h igh e r  s e n s e  t h a n  t h e  Ap o s t le , 

ca n  s a y: “I live , n o w  n o t  I , b u t  Ch r is t  live t h  in  m e .”

F r o m  t h is  p o in t  o f vie w  t h e  gr a ce  o f m o th e r h o o d  a ct s  

in  a m a n n e r s im ila r t o t h e ligh t o f glo r y, s o fa r  a s t h e  

la t t e r  a llo w s  n o  o t h e r  go o d , a p a r t  fr o m  G o d , t o  a p p e a r  a s  

d e s ir a b le  e xce p t  in  G o d . I t  a ct s  s im ila r ly a ls o  t o  t h e  gr a ce  

o f u n io n  in  Ch r is t , w h ich  t a k e s  a w a y fr o m  H is  h u m a n it y 

it s n a tu r a l in d e p e n d e n ce a n d  co n s t r a in s it t o lo ve  it s e lf 

o n ly in  t h e p e r so n  o f t h e Lo go s . T h u s M a r y ’s in ca p a 

b ilit y o f s in n in g , e s p e cia lly fr o m  t h e  t im e  o f Ch r is t ’s co n 

ce p t io n , a p p e a r s a s t h e lu s t e r  a n d  r e fle ct io n  o f Ch r is t ’s  

o w n  in ca p a b ilit y o f s in n in g . An d  a lt h o u gh  in  M a r y t h is  

q u a lit y is in fin it e ly b e lo w  t h a t  o f Ch r is t , n e ve r th e le s s it  

r e s e m b le s  H is , in  t h e  fa ct  t h a t  h e r s  t o o  m u s t  b e  co n s id e r e d  

a s  a  co m p le t e  a n d  in t e r io r  in ca p a b ilit y o f s in n in g.
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Th e  P r iv i l e g e s  o f  M a r y ’s  F r e e d o m  f r o m  S in

As  a  co n se q u e n t , o r  a ls o  a s  a  s u p p le m e n t , t o  w h a t  h a s  

b e e n  s a id  co n ce r n in g M a r y’s s in le s sn e s s , t h e fo llo w in g  

p o in t s  s h o u ld  b e  e lu cid a t e d .

F ir s t , in  M a r y, e ve n  d u r in g  h e r  e a r t h ly life , a n d  in  M a r y  

a lo n e  o f a ll m a n k in d , co u ld  t h e r e  b e  fo u n d  t h a t  co m p le t e  

im m u n ity fr o m  s in  a n d  t h a t p e r fe ct io n  o f ju s t ice  w h ich  

is r e a lize d  in  o t h e r  m e m b e r s o f t h e Ch u r ch  o n ly a ft e r  

d e a t h  o r  a ft e r  t h e  r e su r r e ct io n . O n  e a r t h  it ca n  b e  p u r 

s u e d  m e r e ly a s  a n  u lt im a t e  a im  t o  b e  a ch ie ve d  o n ly la t e r .

Lik e w is e , fr o m  t h e b e gin n in g o f h e r e xis t e n ce h e r e  

b e lo w , M a r y  p o s s es s e d  in  h e r  e a r th ly  b o d y t h e  s a m e  p e r 

fe ct io n  o f p u r ity a n d  ju s t ice , a s t h a t  o f w h ich  t h e  a n ge ls  

a r e ca p a b le  o n  a cco u n t o f t h e ir  p u r e ly s p ir it u a l n a tu r e .

F u r th e r , b e ca u s e t h e in w a r d  gr a ce t h a t s h ie ld e d  h e r  

fr o m  a ll s in  w a s  h igh e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f t h e  a n ge ls , a n d  a ls o  

b e ca u s e t h e gr a ce o f h e r  m o th e r h o o d  m a d e s in  u t t e r ly  

im p o s s ib le , M a r y  p o s s es s e d  a  h igh e r  d e gr e e  o f p u r it y  fr o m  

s in  t h a n  d id  t h e  a n ge ls . T o ge t h e r  w it h  t h e  p o s s ib ilit y o f 

a  h igh e r  gr a ce , t h e  fir s t  r e a s o n  a d m it s  t h e  p o s s ib ilit y o f a  

s t ill gr e a t e r  s a fe gu a r d in g  a ga in s t s in . As t o t h e s e co n d , 

t h a t  o f t h e  m o t h e r h o o d , M a r y p o ss e s s e d  t h e  h igh e s t d e 

gr e e  o r  r a t h e r  t h e h igh e s t fo r m  o f p u r it y fr o m  s in , co n 

ce iva b le in  a  m e r e  cr ea t u r e .

I f b y  p u r it y w e  u n d e r s t a n d  n o t  fo r m a lly a n  e xe m p t io n  

fr o m  s in , b u t  p o s it ive ly t h e  p u r it y, t h e  d ivin e  cla r it y a n d  

s im p licit y o f t h e s p ir it u a l life , t h e n  t h e  h igh e s t  co n ce iv 

a b le  p u r it y is  n o t  r e a lize d  in  M a r y. F o r  in  t h a t  s e n s e  t h e  

h igh e s t p u r ity co in cid e s w it h  t h e h igh e s t co n ce iva b le  

d e gr e e o f gr a ce a n d  lik e n e s s t o  G o d . H o w e ve r , a s a  r e - '  
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s u it  o f w h a t  h a s  b e e n  s a id , it  m a y b e  s e e n  t h a t  M a r y  p o s 

s e s s e d , in  t h is s e n s e  a ls o , a  h igh e r  p u r it y t h a n  w a s e ve r  

gr a n t e d  t o  a n y cr e a t u r e  w h a t e ve r .4 9

49 Concerning M ary's high degree of purity, see particularly St. A lbert the 

G reat, Mariale, q. 137 ff., a series of beautiful and profound thoughts w hich 

are not com pletely w orked out



CH AP TE R VI I

Mary’s Exemption from the Bonds 

of Death 1

I
N  O U R  t im e  t h e  q u e s t io n  r e la t in g  t o  M a r y’s  a s s u m p t io n  

in t o h e a ve n  h a s ga in e d  im p o r t a n ce  b y t h e fa ct t h a t , 

a t  t h e  Va t ica n  Co u n cil, m a n y b is h o p s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  h a ve  

M a r y’s  b o d ily  a s s u m p t io n  in t o  h e a ve n  d e cla r e d  a  d o gm a .2  

W it h  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t io n  e n t e r e d  a  n e w  s t a ge  o f t h e o lo g ica l 

d is cu s s io n . N o t  t h a t  it  is  a lr e a d y a s go o d  a s d e fin e d ; b u t  

t h is r e q u e s t o f it s e lf d e m a n d s n o t o n ly a  m o r e ca r e fu l 

s t u d y o f t h e gr o u n d s fo r  t h e  p o s s ib ilit y o f s u ch  a  d e fin i

t io n , b u t  it  a ls o  p o in t s  o u t , in  it s  m o t iva t io n , s u ch  gr o u n d s  

a s u p  t o t h e p r e s e n t h a ve b e e n  give n  lit t le a t t e n t io n , 

gr o u n d s w h ich  r u n  co u n te r t o t h e o n e -s id e d  a n d  a lto 

ge th e r  e r r o n eo u s  co n ce p t io n  o ft e n  h e ld  o f t h e  s t a t e  o f t h e  

q u e s t io n .

1 For literature see Pseudo-A ugustine, De assumptione B.M.V.; the festal 

sermons of A ndrew of Crete, G erm anus of Constantinople, St. John D ama

scene, etc.; of St. Peter D amian, H ildebert of Le M ans, Peter de La Celle, and  

A m adaeus of Lausanne; of St Bernardine of Siena, St Thomas of V illanova  

and later Bossuet; St. A lbert the G reat, Mariale, q. 131 f.; Engelbert of 

A dmont, De gratiis et virtutibus B.V.M. (in Pez, Anecdota, I, 1), p. 4, cap. 

18 ff.; St. Peter Canisius, De Virg. Deip., V , 5; in the seventeenth century  

against the critici, several opuscula of Jacques G audin and N icolas Billiard  

(Ladvocat), about w hich in H urter, Nomenclator Litterarius, 3rd edition, IV, 

454  f.; Benedict X IV , De festis B.V., cap. 8; Trom belli, Mariae ss. Vita ac 

gesta, diss. 44 et 45; Passaglia De imm. cone., sec. 6, cap. 6, art. 1; and  a very  

important w ork  of Lana ( Rome, 1880  ).
2 See C. M artin, Concilii Vaticani documentorum collectio ( Paderborn, 

1873), pp. 106-15, and Acta et decreta ss. conciliorum recens. Collectio 

Lacensis, V II (Freiburg, 1890), 868-72.
140
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Po s i t iv e  a n d  H i s t o r ic a l  D i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e  Su b j e c t

I t  is  t r u e , t h e  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  t h is  d o ct r in e  w a s  u s u a lly  

co n s id e r e d  b y t h e le a r n e d  a n d  t h e u n le a r n e d  w a s a n y

t h in g b u t  s u it e d  t o  m a k e it  a p p e a r  a s a n  o b je ct  o f d o g 

m a t ic  d e fin it io n , o r  e ve n  a s  a n  o b je ct  o f d o gm a t ic in t e r e s t  

a n d  a n  o r ga n ic e le m e n t  in  t h e  d o gm a t ic s ys t e m . T h e  fa ct  

o f M a r y’s b o d ily a s s u m p t io n  in t o h e a ve n  w a s p ictu r e d  

m u ch  in  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  t h e  a n a lo go u s  le ge n d  o f St . J o h n  

t h e  E va n ge lis t  w it h  w h ich  it  w a s  o ft en  co n n e ct e d . H e n ce , 

it  w a s r e la t e d  a s a  vis ib le , h is t o r ica l fa ct , o r ig in a lly p e r 

ce ive d  w it h  t h e e ye s o r  d e d u ce d  fr o m  o b s e r va t io n , a n d  

p r o p a ga t e d  b y  h is t o r ica l t r a d it io n  b a s e d  o n  t h e  fa ct  t h a t  

r e lics o f M a r y w e r e la ck in g a n d  h e r t o m b  w a s e m p t y. 

I n  co n t r a s t t o t h e a n a lo go u s le ge n d  a b o u t St . J o h n  t h e  

E va n ge lis t , h e r e  it  w a s  a d d e d , t h a t  t h e  fa ct  w a s  o r igin a lly  

r e co r d e d  a n d  h a n d e d  d o w n  b y t h e a p o s t le s t h e m s e lve s . 

N e xt , t h e  p r o p a ga t io n  o f t h is  a s s e r t io n  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  

h igh e r co n s id e r a t io n s o f p r o p r ie t y u r gin g it s ve r a cit y, 

a n d  t h e d o ct r in e , t h u s o r ig in a t e d  a n d  m a in t a in e d , h a d  

ga in e d  a n  e ve r  w id e r  d iffu s io n  a n d  lit u r g ica l e s t a b lis h 

m e n t in  t h e  Ch u r ch .

Bu t o b vio u s ly n o t h e o lo g ica l a n d  d o gm a t ic ce r t a in t y  

ca n  b e  o b t a in e d  in  t h a t  w a y. I n  t h e  m o s t fa vo r a b le  cir 

cu m s t a n ce  a n  e ccle s ia s t ica l ce r t a in ty m igh t b e  r e a ch e d ;  

b u t  e ve n  s o , it  w o u ld  r e s t  o n  a  w e a k  fo u n d a t io n . F o r , if 

t h e  r e a s o n s  o f p r o p r ie t y h e r e  a d va n ce d  d o  n o t  n e ce s s a r ily  

co o r d in a te t h e d o ct r in e a n d  t h e d o gm a , t h e y o f t h e m 

s e lve s  co u ld  give  n o  ce r t a in t y, n o r  co u ld  t h e y a n y lo n ge r  

s u p p o r t t h e t r a d it io n  o f t h e e ve n t . I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  ca s e ,  

t h e t r a d it io n  ce r t a in ly n e e d s t h a t s u p p o r t , fo r p o s it ive  

w it n e s s e s  e m e r ge s o  la t e  a n d  u n d e r  s u ch  cir cu m s t a n ce s , 
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t h a t  t h e y o n ly m e a ge r ly, if a t  a ll, ca n  gu a r a n t e e  a  t r u s t 

w o r t h y t r a d it io n  w h ich  m u s t h a ve fo r m e r ly e xis t e d  a n d  

ca n  b e  t r a ce d  t o  t h e  fa ct  it s e lf.

T h e u n ce r t a in t y o f t h e h is t o r ica l t r a d it io n  a s s u ch  is  

e vid e n t  fr o m  t h e fo llo w in g. F ir s t , b e fo r e  t h e  e n d  o f t h e  

s ix t h  o r  a t  b e s t  o f t h e  fift h  ce n t u r y n o  co m p le t e ly ce r t a in  

a n d  p o s it ive  w it n e ss  fo r  t h e  fa ct  o f M a r y’s  b o d ily  a s s u m p 

t io n  ca n  b e  a u t h e n t ica lly  b r o u gh t  fo r w a r d . F u r t h e r ,  in  t h e  

fo u r t h  ce n t u r y E p ip h a n iu s , w h o  w a s  clo s e  t o  t h e  s ce n e  o f 

e ve n t s a n d  h a d  d e vo t e d  h im s e lf s e r io u s ly t o  t h e  s t u d y o f 

M a r y ’s d e a t h , h a s a p p a r e n t ly n o  k n o w le d ge  o f e ve n  t h e  

e xis t e n ce o f a t r a d it io n  co n ce r n in g t h e e n d  o f M a r y’s  

life .3 F in a lly, t h o se F a t h e r s w h o o ccu p ie d t h e m s e lve s  

w it h  t h e  q u e s t io n  in  t h e  s e ve n t h  a n d  e igh t h  ce n tu r ie s  ca n 

n o t  b r in g  fo r w a r d  a  w it n e s s  o f m o r e  a n cie n t  t im e s , w h o  is  

a b s o lu t e ly p o s it ive  a b o u t  t h e  fa ct . St . M o d e s t u s  o f J e r u 

s a le m  (6 3 2 ) w h o s e fir s t s e r m o n , give n  o n  t h e fe a s t o f 

t h e  D o r m it io  (  M a r y’s  d e p a r tu r e  fr o m  t h is  life  ) , s t ill e xis t s , 

e xp r e s s ly co m p la in s  o f t h e  la ck  o f w it n e s s e s  fo r  t h e  glo r i

o u s  d e a th  o f t h e  M o th e r  o f G o d . 4

T h e m o s t a n cie n t , s o -ca lle d  h is t o r ica l t e s t im o n y in  

t h e Chronikon o f E u s e b iu s r e a d s : “T h e Vir gin  M a r y,  

M o t h e r  o f Ch r is t , is a s s u m e d  in t o  h e a ve n  u n to  h e r  So n , 

a s s o m e w r o te t o w h o m  t h e fa ct w a s r e ve a le d .” 5 T h is  

t e s t im o n y, o n  t h e  m a in  p o in t , is n o t  s u fficie n t ly d e fin it e , 

n o r  is  it  t e n a b le  fr o m  a  cr it ica l p o in t  o f vie w . I t  is  n o w h e r e  

e ls e  q u o t e d  b y t h e  F a th e r s . Lik e w is e  u n a u t h e n t ica t e d  is  

a  h o m ily  o f St . At h a n a s iu s , cit e d  fo r  t h e  fir s t  t im e  b y  G ly-

8 St. Epiphanius, Panarion, H aer. 78, nos. 11 and 24; H aer. 79, no. 5; PG, 
X LII, 716, 737, 748.

4 St. M odestus of Jerusalem , Encomium in B.V.; PG, LXX X VÏ, 3280.
5 See Baronius, Annales, ad annum 48, edited in Cologne, I (1609), 403; 

this apocryphal fragment is quoted by Lana.
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ca s  6 ( e le ve n t h  ce n t u r y) . A h o m ily o f St . Cyr il o f Ale x 

a n d r ia , a d va n ce d  b y t h e  m o d e m s , e s p e cia lly T r o m b e lli, 

b e lo n gs t o t h e s ch is m a t ic p a t r ia r ch  o f Co n s t a n t in o p le , 

Cyr il Lu ca r is ( s e ve n t e en t h  ce n tu r y) , w h o  w a s  fo r  s o m e  

t im e  p a t r ia r ch  o f Ale xa n d r ia .7

Aft e r St . M o d e s t u s ( s e ve n th ce n t u r y) , t h e G r e e k  

F a th e r s  a p p e a l e s p e cia lly  t o  a  t e x t  fr o m  P s e u d o -D io n ys iu s .  

I t  s t a t e s ca s u a lly t h a t b e s id e s H ie r o th e u s a n d  T im o th y,  

D io n ys iu s ca m e t o ge t h e r  w it h  t h e  a p o s t le s t o vie w  “t h e  

b o d y o f t h e o n e w h o is t ir e b e gin n in g o f life a n d  t h e  

r e cip ie n t  o f G o d ” ; a ll t h o se  w h o  w e r e  ga t h e r e d  t o ge th e r , 

p r a is e d  t h e  p o w e r  o f G o d  r e ve a lin g it s e lf in  t h e  h u m ilit y  

o f t h e  in ca r n a t io n .8 T h e  a u t h o r , a t  t h e  e a r lie s t , w r o t e  in  

t h e  fo u r t h  ce n tu r y; 9 b u t  a p a r t  fr o m  t h a t , t h is t e xt , m u ch  

a s  it  is q u o te d  t o  in d ica t e  t h e  p r e s e n ce  o f t h e  a p o s t le s a t  

M a r y’s d e a th , m a k e s  n o  r e fe r e n ce t o  M a r y ’s r e s u r r ect io n  

a n d  a s s u m p t io n .

I n  ge n e r a l t h e  t e x t , w h e n  a p p lie d  t o  M a r y’s b o d y, h a s  

a lm o s t  n o  m e a n in g , a n d  t h e  co n s cie n t io u s co m m e n ta t o r , 

St . M a xim u s ,10  m e r e ly  a d va n ce s  t h e  o p in io n , t h a t  p e r h a p s  

M a r y’s  b o d y  is  m e a n t . I t  is  m o r e  p r o b a b le  t h a t  t h e  G r e e k  

w o r d is  a  co r r u p t io n  o f w h ich  m e a n s  m o n u m e n t  

o r  s e p u ch r a l m o n u m e n t , a n d  in  t h a t  ca s e , t h e  t e x t  s h o u ld  

n e ce s s a r ily b e  co n n ect e d  w it h  t h e  t o m b  o f o u r  Lo r d , n o t

• M ichael G lycas, Annales; PG, CLV III, 184, 240.

7 Trom belli, op. cit., in Bourasse, Summa aurea, II, 289  f.
8 Τού ζωαρχικοΰ καί θίοδόχον σώματος , Pseudo-D ionysius, De divinis nomini

bus, cap. 3; PG, III, 681;
τοΰ σώματος  — of the body

σήμα or μνήμα = μνήματος  = of the m onument, tom b.

’ It is now  settled that the w ritings of Pseudo-D ionysius, w hich appeared  

only in 533 and in w hich the w orks of the N eoplatonic Proclos ( d. 485  ) are 

used, did not exist before the beginning of the sixth century.

10 St. M axim us the Confessor, Scholia in Dion, Areop.; PG, IV, 236: 
μωαρχικόν καί θεοδόχον σώαμ τάχα τό τής  αγίας  Θεοτόκον λόγει, τότε κοιμηδείσης . 
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w it h  t h a t  o f M a r y. I t  is n o t  u n lik e ly t h a t  t h e co r r u p t io n  

w a s  p u r p o s e ly  m a d e  b y a  N e s t o r ia n , in  o r d e r  t o  s m u ggle  

in  h is  h e r e sy, w h ich  fo r  M a r y  u s e d  Theodochos ( r e cip ie n t  

o f G o d ) in s t e a d  o f Theotokos (M o th e r  o f G o d ) .11 I n  a  

s e im o n  St . J o h n  D a m a s ce n e  11 12  a n d , a t  a  m u ch  la t e r  p e r io d  

( fo u r t e e n th  ce n tu r y) , t h e h is t o r ia n  N icep h o r u s 13 m a k e  

m e n t io n  o f a n  a cco u n t t a k e n  fr o m  a  Historia Euthy m i- 

aca, w h ich  is  u n k n o w n , a n d  o f w h ich  n e ith e r  t h e  d a t e  n o r  

t h e  a u th o r  ca n  b e  a s ce r t a in e d . T h is  a cco u n t  w a s  in  r e fe r 

e n ce  t o  a  co n ve r s a t io n  co n ce r n in g M a r y’s t o m b , b e tw e e n  

E m p r e s s P u lch e r ia a n d  t h e P a t r ia r ch  J u ve n a l o f J e r u 

s a le m , w h o w a s p r e s e n t a t t h e Co u n cil o f Ch a lce d o n . 

Br ie fly J u ve n a l r e la t e s t h e w o n d e r fu l e ve n t s a t M a r y’s  

d e a th  a s fo u n d e d  o n  “a n  a n cie n t a n d  t r u s t w o r t h y t r a d i

t io n ,” a n d  a p p e a ls t o t h e p r e vio u s ly m e n t io n e d  t e x t in  

P s e u d o -Ar e o p a git e  t o  p r o ve  t h a t  t h e  a p o s t le s  w e r e  p r e s 

e n t .

11 Cf. Pitra, Spicilegium Solemnense, I (Paris, 1845), 499. See also Tille- 

m ont, Mémoires pour servir a l’histoire ecclésiastique des six premiers 

siècles, I (Brussels, 1706), notes sur la S. Vierge, 14, p. 289, and M . Jugie, 

"La m ort et l’assomption de la S. V ierge dans la tradition des cinq premiers 

siècles,” in Echos a Orient, X XV (1926), 305  f. about the latter w ork of 

Ferd. Cavallera, “A  propos d ’une enquête patristique sur l’A ssomption,” in  

Bull de Utt. eccl., X XV II (1926), 97-116.
12 St. John D amascene, Or. in dormit. B.M., no. 18; PG , X V CI, 748-52; 

taken up  in the Breviarium Romanum, die quarta infra octavam  assum ptionis, 

2nd N oct., leaving out the w ord verissima in the introductory sentence: ex 

antiqua et verissima accepimus traditione. The quotation from Historia 

Euthymiaca, lib. 3, cap. 40, in D amascene ’s serm on is certainly an interpola

tion. The Hist. Euth. itself, probably not w ritten before the end of the ninth  

century, has no historical value. Thus Jugie, “Le récit de l’histoire euthy- 

m iaque sur la m ort et l’assom ption de la V ierge,” in Echos d’Orient, X XV  

(1926), 385-92.
13 N icephorus Callistos, Hist, eccles., X V , 14; PG , CX LVII, 44. W ithout 

giving his sources, the sam e author quotes (in X IV , 47; PG , CXLVI, 1221) 

a passage from the Hist. Euth., w hich appears also in N icon the A rmenian  

(d. 998); see Jugie, op. cit., p. 389.

H o w e ve r , it  is n o t  e ve n  ce r t a in , in  fa ct , it  s e e m s m o s t  
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u n lik e ly, t h a t  t h is  t e x t  fr o m  t h e  Historia Euthym iaca  w a s  

in s e r t e d  in  h is  s e r m o n  b y St . J o h n  D a m a s ce n e  h im s e lf. I t  

is  fo u n d  b e t w e e n  t w o  s t r o n gly  p o e t ic  a n d  o r a t o r ica l t e x t s , 

t h e  s e co n d  o f w h ich  fo llo w s t h e  a cco u n t , w h e n  lo gica lly  

a n d  o r a to r ica lly it s h o u ld  fo llo w  im m e d ia t e ly u p o n  t h e  

fir s t . F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  t h e it e m  a p p e a r s a lm o s t e vid e n t ly  

t o  h a ve  b e e n  in s e r t e d  la t e r , t h e  m o r e  s o  a s  it  is  n o t  q u o te d  

b y  o t h e r  F a t h e r s  a n d  o fficia l s p e a k e r s  b e fo r e  N ice p h o r u s .  

H e n ce it  is ve r y d o u b t fu l w h e th e r  St . J o h n  D a m a s ce n e  

w o u ld  h a ve  t h o u gh t  ju s t  o f t h is  t e s t im o n y  w h e n  h e  s p e a k s  

o f t h e e xis t in g t r a d it io n  a b o u t t h e cir cu m s t a n ce s s u r 

r o u n d in g  M a r y’s d e a th .14 T h e  s t o r y is  fu r th e r  d is cr e d it e d  

b y in h e r e n t  im p r o b a b ilit ie s , e .g ., t h a t t h e  clo t h e s o f t h e  

Ble ss e d  Vir gin  w e r e  s t ill in  t h e  t o m b . As  t o  t h e  r e m o va l o f 

t h e s e  clo t h e s  t o  t h e  b a s ilica  b u ilt  b y  P u lch e r ia , o t h e r  ve r 

s io n s  o f t h e  t a le  e xis t .

As  fo r  w r it t e n  s o u r ce s , t h o s e  k n o w n  t o  b e  e xt a n t  b e fo r e  

t h e e n d o f t h e s ix t h ce n tu r y co m p r is e : a d o cu m en t  

a s cr ib e d  t o St . J o h n  t h e E va n ge lis t , a n d  t ir e Liber de 

transitu, id est assum ptio S. Mariae, w h ich  w a s  d e cla r e d  

a p o cr yp h a l b y  P o p e  G e la s iu s  18  a s  e a r ly  a s  4 9 4 . T h e  la t t e r  

w a s  in  cir cu la t io n , n o w  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f M e lito  o f Sa r d is , 

a ga in  u n d e r  t h a t  o f a  M e lith o  o r  M e llit u s  o f Sa r d is  o r  La o 

d ice a , a n d  w a s  s p r e a d  E a s t  a n d  W e s t  in  va r io u s  ve r s io n s  a s  

e a r ly a s t h a t t im e . Ap a r t fr o m  t h e  m a n y p e cu lia r it ie s in  

s o m e  ve r s io n s , t h e  b o o k  is  a t  t im e s  o p e n ly  in  co n t r a d ict io n  

t o  t h e  Act s  o f t lie  Ap o s t le s , a s  Be d e  p o in t e d  o u t .16 I t  m a y

14 St. John D amascene, op. cit., no. 4; PG, X CVI, 729.

15 PL, LIX, 177. It is certain that the Decretum Gelasianum is not from  

Pope G elasius. It w as compiled by an unknown author, probably in the 

sixth century. H owever, it w as confirmed by Pope Leo IX and taken up in  

G ratian ’s Corpus juris.
18 St. Bede, Retr. in Act. Ap., cap. 8; PL, X CII, 1014. 
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e ve n  b e  s u s p e ct e d  t h a t  t h e  b o o k  h a d  co n n e ct io n  w it h  t h e  

le ge n d  r e fe r r e d  t o  a b o ve , r e la t ive  t o  t h e  d e a t h  a n d  r e s u r 

r e ct io n  o f St . J o h n  t h e  E va n ge lis t , w h ich  E p ip h a n iu s  a ls o  

m e n t io n s ,17 a n d t h a t t h is le gen d  w a s a d a p t e d t o t h e  

Ble s s e d  Vir gin  M a r y.

T h e fa ct t h a t t h is r ich  a n d  fa n t a s t ica lly e m b e llis h e d  

le ge n d  fo u n d  s u ch  w id e cir cu la t io n  a s e a r ly a s t h e fift h  

ce n t u r y, ca n  p e r h a p s b e  e xp la in e d  in  t h is  w a y. Aft e r  t h e  

Co u n cil o f E p h e s u s t h e a t t e n t io n  o f t h e fa it h fu l w a s d i

r e ct e d  e s p e cia lly t o  t h e  M o th e r  o f G o d , a n d  fo r  t h a t  ve r y  

r e a s o n  t h e  fe a s t  o f “t h e  p a s s in g a w a y” o r  o f “t h e  a s s u m p 

t io n ” w a s in t r o d u ce d  a t  t h a t t im e , a s t h e fir s t  w h ich  r e 

la t e d  d ir e ct ly t o  t h e  p e r s o n  o f O u r  Bles s e d  La d y. P e r h a p s  

t h e s e t w o  fa ct s , a s ca u s e  o r  e ffe ct , h a d  a  b e a r in g o n  t h e  

fa ct t h a t a t t h a t  t im e , a p p a r e n t ly, M a r y’s t o m b  w a s d is 

co ve r e d  in  J e r u s a le m . T h is t o m b w a s u n k n o w n  t o St s . 

E p ip h a n iu s , J e r o m e , a n d  Le o  I .

T h e e xis t e n ce a n d  d iffu s io n  o f t h is b o o k in d ica t e in  

a n y ca se , t h a t  t h e  s u b s t a n ce  o f t h e  fa ct  d id  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  

t h e  co n s cio u s n e s s  o f t h e  fa it h fu l a s  s o m e th in g  s t r a n ge , b u t  

a s s o m e t h in g m ir a cu lo u s . T h e  s u s p ic io n  is n o t e xclu d e d  

t h a t t h e b o o k  w a s  clo s e ly a llie d  t o  o n e  o r  a n o t h e r  o f t h e  

e xis t in g a n d  m o r e  s u ccin ct  h is t o r ica l t r a d it io n s ; b u t  t h is  

is  a lt o ge t h e r  in s u ffic ie n t t o  p r o ve  t h e  e xis t e n ce  o f s u ch  a  

t r a d it io n . T h e  G r e e k  F a th e r s  w h o  d o  n o t  e xp lic it ly q u o t e  

t h e  b o o k , n o ta b ly St . J o h n  D a m a s ce n e ,18  a cce p t ed  in d e e d  

t h e e xis t e n ce  o f a  t r a d it io n  a p a r t fr o m  t h a t a n d  t o t h a t  

e xte n t  co n s id e r e d  it  co n clu s ive , a s  w e  s e e  in  t h e  n a r r a t ive  

a s cr ib e d  t o  J u ve n a l. H o w e ve r , it  r e m a in s  a lw a ys  a  m a t t e r  

o f d o u b t , w h e t h e r  b e fo r e  t h e  s ix th  a n d  s e ve n t h  ce n tu r ie s

1T St. Epiphanius, Panarion, H aer. 79; PG, X LII, 748.

18 See supra, note 14.
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t h is  t r a d it io n  in  s o m e  w a y d e ve lo p e d  o u t  o f t h e  cr it ica lly  

ch o s e n  s e le ct io n s  fr o m  t h e  b o o k  de transitu, o r  fr o m  a  s t ill 

s im p le r  a n d  m o r e  a n cie n t  fo r m  o f le ge n d a r y fa b r ica t io n .

T h is  r e m a r k  a p p lie s  a ls o  t o  t h e  fir s t , a n d  lo n g  t h e  o n ly, 

h is t o r ica l t e s t im o n y in t h e W e s t , n a m e ly, t h a t o f St . 

G r e go r y o f T o u r s (5 9 6 ) , w h ich  o u t lin e s t h e gis t o f t h e  

le gen d  in  a  fe w  b r ie f w o r d s .19 I t  is  s a id  t h a t G r e go r y in 

s t e a d  m igh t h a ve  h a d  h is in fo r m a t io n  t h r o u gh  h is r e la 

t io n s w it h  d ie  E a s t , e s p e cia lly w it h  J e r u s a le m . Bu t  e ve n  

h e  s p e a k s  o f t h e  m a in  cir cu m s t a n ces  m o r e  d e fin it e ly a n d  

d e cis ive ly t h a n  d o  t h e  la t e r  t e s t im o n ie s  fr o m  J e r u s a le m .  

H e m e n t io n s o n e cir cu m s t a n ce w h ich  ca n n o t b e fo u n d  

a m o n g  t h e  t e s t im o n ie s  a llu d e d  t o , viz., t h e  vis ib le  a p p e a r 

a n ce  o f t h e Sa vio r  le a d in g M a r y in t o h e a ve n .

As m a y b e co n clu d e d  fr o m  t h e s e r m o n s o f St s . M o 

d e s t u s  a n d  An d r ew  o f Cr e t e  2 0  (  t h e  fir s t  d o cu m e n t s  o f t h e  

s e ve n t h  ce n t u r y a r e d e r ive d  fr o m  t h e s e ) t h e h is t o r ica l 

t r a d it io n  a s s u ch  w a s  in  ge n e r a l n e it h e r  d e fin it e  n o r  ce r 

t a in  in  J e r u s a le m . I t s t r ik e s o n e a s p a r t icu la r ly s t r a n ge , 

t h a t b o t h  a p p e a l e xclu s ive ly t o St . P a u l a n d  t o M a r y ’s  

e m p t y t o m b  a s a ctu a l p r o o f o f t h e  m a t t e r , a n d  t h a t  w it h  

m o r e e m p h a s is t h a n  t h e a r gu m e n t s w a r r a n t . T h e t o m b  

it s e lf is  o f n o  h e lp , if fo r  n o  o t h e r  r e a s o n  t h a n  t h a t  it  w a s  

d is co ve r e d  a t  a  la t e  d a t e . M o r e o ve r , a  p u r e ly lo ca l t r a d i

t io n  o f a  h is t o r ica l e ve n t in  a p o s to lic t im e s , e ve n  w h e n  

t h e lo ca l t r a d it io n  w a s gu a r a n t e e d  m o r e fir m ly t h a n  t h e  

e ve n t , w o u ld  n o t  s u ffice  t o  p r o ve  t h a t  t h is  fa ct  a s  s u ch  b e 

lo n gs  t o  t h e  a p o s to lic d e p o s it . T h e  lo ca l ch a r a ct e r  o f t h e  

t r a d it io n  w o u ld  s ca r ce ly a gr e e  w it h  t h e fa ct  t h a t  a ll t h e

18 St. G regory of Tours, Miraculorum lib. 1, de gloria martyrum, c.4; PL, 
LX XI, 708.

20 St. M odestus of Jerusalem, Encom. in B.V., PL, LXX XV I, 3277-3312; 

St. A ndrew  of Crete, Orationes tres in dormit., PG, X CV II, 1045-1110. 
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a p o s t le s w e r e p r e s e n t  a t M a r y’s d e a t h , a s t h is t r a d it io n  

m a in t a in s in  a ll it s fo r m s .

I n  t h is  s t a t e  o f a ffa ir s  t h e  b u ild in g  u p  o f a  s p e cific  h is 

t o r ica l t r a d it io n  go in g b a ck  t o  t h e  t im e  o f t h e  a p o s t le s  is  

a  d is a gr e e a b le t a s k , b e ca u s e  im p o s s ib le o f a ch ie ve m e n t , 

a n d  it  is  m o r e  d e t r im e n t a l t h a n  h e lp fu l t o  t h e  in t e r e s t s  o f 

t h e t h e o lo g ica l t r u t h  o f M a r y’s a s s u m p t io n  in t o h e a ve n .  

W e  ca n n o t b r id ge t h e ga p  o f t h e fir s t s ix ce n t u r ie s , n o t  

e ve n  if w e  a cce p t  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  t h is  p o in t  o f d o ct r in e  

w a s  h id d e n , a s a  r e s u lt  o f t h e  disciplina arcani, t h r o u gh  

fe a r  t h a t t ir e glo r ifica t io n  o f M a r y, w h ich  a cco m p a n ie d  

h e r  a s s u m p t io n , m igh t  give  o cca s io n  t o  t h e  h e a t h e n s  a n d  

w e a k  Ch r is t ia n s  t o  lo o k  u p o n  h e r  a s  a  go d d e s s . F o r , a p a r t  

fr o m  t h e  fa ct  t h a t  t h e  d a n ge r  o n  t h a t  p o in t  w a s  s ca r ce ly  

gr e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t w h ich  m igh t  a r is e  fr o m  t h e  n a m e a n d  

co n ce p t o f “M o th e r o f G o d ,” s t ill t h e disciplina arcani 

co u ld  n o t  h a ve  go n e  s o  fa r  a s  t o  k e e p  t h e  p o in t  in  q u e s t io n  

o u t  o f s e r m o n s  a n d  w r it in gs  o f a ll s o r t s .2 1 An d  w h e n , a s  

is t h e ca s e , s u ch  s ilen ce  o n  t h is m a t t e r  w a s m a in t a in e d ,  

t h a t  e ve n  E p ip h a n iu s  w a s  in  ign o r a n ce  o f it , a n d  t h a t , a s  

e a r ly a s t h e s e ve n t h  ce n t u r y, a b s o lu t e ly n o  p o s it ive  a n d  

m o r e  a n cie n t  t e s t im o n ie s  co u ld  b e  fo u n d , t h e n  t h e ve r y  

disciplina arcani w o u ld h a ve co m p le t e ly s e ve r e d a ll 

t h r e a d s  o f t r a d it io n .

F o r  la ck  o f m o r e  a n cie n t  t e s t im o n y, t h e  e xis t e n ce  o f a n

21 For the reasons given, w e do not w ish to deny a certain reserve on the 

part of the Church, far less a divine arrangement, to w hich also Epiphanius 

points. Rather w e find it fitting w hen, in som e private revelations ( e.g., to 

St. Bridget, Revelationes, lib. 6, cap. 61; edited in Rom e, 1606, p. 569), it 

is said that G od allowed the history regarding the end of M ary ’s life to be 

propagated  only by uncertain  legends, so that Christ’s true incarnation should  

not be eclipsed by M ary ’s heavenly glory, and M ary herself should be 

considered as a divine being. But in that case G od H im self did not allow  

a historical tradition as foundation for a later acknow ledgment of M ary ’s 

glory·
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im p lic it  t r a d it io n , s u ch  a s  is  a cce p t e d  fo r  a r t ic le s  o f fa it h , 

is  p o s s ib le  o n ly  w h e n  t h e  d is p u t e d  fa ct  is  b a s e d , n o t  o n ly 

o n  p o s it ive r e p o r t , b u t  is a ls o co n s id e r e d  a s b e in g co n 

t a in e d  in  o t h e r  fa ct s  o r  a r t icle s  o f d o ct r in e .

I n  a n y ca s e , o n ly t h e n  ca n  t h e o lo g ica l d is cu ss io n  o f 

t h e  q u e s t io n  b e  o f a d va n ta ge , n o t  o n ly  w h e n  t h e  p u r e  s u b 

s t a n ce o f t h e fa ct is s e p a r a t e d  fr o m  t h e cir cu m s t a n ce s  

s u r r o u n d in g  it  in  t h e  le ge n d a r y t r a d it io n , b u t  a ls o  w h e n  

t h e  a b s t r a ct io n  is  b e in g  m a d e  t o  fin d  o u t  w h e t h e r , a p a r t  

fr o m  t h e Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s a n d  t h e t r a d it io n a l id e a  o f 

t h e  vir gin a l M o t h e r  o f G o d , a  p o s it ive  a n d  e xp lic it  a p o s 

t o lica l t r a d it io n  s t ill e xis t s co n ce r n in g t h e s u b s t a n ce o f 

t h e  fa ct , a n d  w h e th e r  co n s e q u e n t ly  t h is  fa ct  is  t r e a t e d  in  

t h e s a m e m a n n e r a s s im ila r  r e la t e d  fa ct s , viz., t h e im 

m a cu la t e  co n ce p t io n , a n d  t h e p e r m a n e n t s in le s s n es s o f 

M a r y. I n d e e d , a ll d o u b t s a b o u t t h is fa ct o r ig in a t e d  

t h r o u gh  t h is , t h a t t h e m a t te r  w a s vie w e d  fr o m  a  fa ls e  

s t a n d p o in t , a s if, in  o r d e r t o a s ce r t a in  it s ce r t a in ty, it  

m u s t b e e s a b lis h ed  b y e ccle s ia s t ica lly gu a r a n t e e d  a n d  

h is t o r ica l m e a n s , o r  b y a  “Ca t h o lic h is t o r y,” a s P s e u d o 

Au gu s t in e  e xp r e s s e d  h im s e lf.2 2

22 Pseudo-Augustine (A m brosius A utpertus), serm. 208 in assumpt., in  

App. ad serm. s. Aug.; PL, X X XIX , 2130.



CH AP TE R VI I I

Mary’s Exemption from the Bonds 

of Death

Th e o l o g ic a l  D i s c u s s io n  1

F
R O M  a  t h e o lo g ica l p o in t  o f vie w , t h e  a ct u a l q u e s t io n s  

co n ce r n in g t h e e n d  o f M a r y’s life a r e s u m m a r ize d  

u n d e r  t h is q u e s t io n : H o w  fa r  w a s M a r y, in  h e r  b o d ily  

life , s u b je ct  t o  t h e  lo t  o f o r d in a r y  m o r t a ls , o r  r a t h e r , h o w  

fa r , in  vie w  o f h e r  s p ir it u a l life a n d  t h e life  o f h e r  s o u l, 

d id  s h e s h a r e  in  t h e  p r ivilege s  o f Ch r is t ? T h is q u e s t io n  

a p p a r e n t ly m u s t  b e  s o lve d  fir s t  a t  le a s t , if n o t  e xclu s ive ly, 

a cco r d in g t o t h e b ib lica l a n d  t r a d it io n a l id e a  o f M a r y ’s  

w o r th in e s s  a n d  d ign ity. T h e  id e a  co n t a in s , n o t  r e m o te  a n d  

va gu e  in d ica t io n s o n ly, b u t  a ls o  p r o xim a te , d e fin it e , a n d  

d e cis ive s u gge s t io n s co n ce r n in g t h e p r ivilege s in  q u e s 

t io n . T h e s e  p r ivilege s , e s p e cia lly in  co n n e ct io n  w it h  t h e  

d o gm a  o f t h e I m m a cu la t e Co n ce p t io n , h a ve a p p a r e n t ly  

gr o w n  d a ily  m o r e  d is t in ct  a n d  fo r ce fu l t o  t h e  m in d  o f t h e  

Ch u r ch .

T h e s e  p r ivile ge s ca n  b e r e d u ce d  t o t h is : t h a t , a s t h e  

“in d e s t r u ct ib le t e m p le a n d in e xt in gu is h a b le la m p ,” a s  

St . Cyr il o f Ale xa n d r ia  2 ca lle d  h e r  a t  E p h e s u s , M a r y, a c 

co r d in g t o  t h e  Sacram entarium  Gregorianum , u n lik e  t h e  

r e s t  o f m a n k in d , w a s  n o t  s u b je ct  t o  t h e  d o m in io n  o r  t h e

1 This idea is formulated in chap. 1 supra.
1 St. Cyril of A lexandria, Homil. 4; PG, LVII, 992.

150  
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b o n d s o f d e a t h . 3 T h is e xe m p t io n  fr o m  t h e b o n d a ge o f 

d e a t h  is t h r e e fo ld : (1) I n  r e ga r d t o t h e n e ces s it y o f 

u n d e r go in g  d e a t h , o r  e ve n  in  r e ga r d  t o  it s  ca u s e  a n d  fo r m ,  

a n d  a ls o  t o  it s  m e a n in g ; (  2  ) I n  r e ga r d  t o  t h e  n a tu r a l co n 

s e q u e n ce s o f d e a t h , viz., t h e  d e co m p o s it io n  o f t h e b o d y  

w h ich  m a y  b e  co n s id e r e d  a s  t h e  fin a l co m p le t io n  o f d e a t h , 

a n d  t o  w h ich  s p e cia l s ign ifica n ce  is a t t a ch e d  in  it s b e in g  

im p o s ed  a s a  p u n is h m e n t fo r  s in ; (3 ) I n  r e ga r d  t o t h e  

d u r a t io n  o f d e a th  t o  t h e  e n d  o f t im e  o r  t o  t h e  ge n e r a l r e s 

u r r e ct io n .

U s u a lly t h e  s e co n d  a n d  t h ir d  p o in t s w e r e  t r e a t e d  a s a  

w h o le , fo r  t h e y a r e  clo s e ly r e la t e d  t o  e a ch  o t h e r . Bu t  a ll 

t o o  o ft e n  t h e  s e co n d  p o in t  w a s  t h u s  give n  a  p o s it io n  t h a t  

o b s cu r e d  in s t e a d  o f illu m in a t in g t h e t h ir d . T h e s e co n d  

p o in t w a s p r e d o m in a n t ly t a k e n  a s a  h is t o r ica l fa ct a n d  

n o t a s a  t h e o lo gica l t r u t h .

M a r y ’s  Ex e m p t io n  f r o m  t h e  D o m in io n  o f  D e a t h

Acco r d in g t o t h e co n s t a n t a n d  ge n e r a l a cce p t a t io n  o f 

t h e Ch u r ch , t h e  fir s t p o in t , t h a t M a r y r e a lly d ie d , is a n  

e s t a b lis h e d  fa ct . 4 I t  ca n n o t b e  s a id  t h a t M a r y’s d e a th  is  

a s  ce r t a in  a s , le t  a lo n e  m o r e  ce r t a in  t h a n , t h e  glo r ifica t io n  

o f h e r  b o d y a n d  s o u l; n o r  a s a  m a t t e r  o f fa ct  is t h is ce r 

t a in t y co n s id e r e d e s s e n t ia l o r n e ce s s a r y. F o r , t h e o lo g 

ica lly, M a r y’s glo r ifica t io n  fo llo w s m o s t d e fin it e ly fr o m  

r e ve la t io n , w h ile  h e r  d e a t h  ca n  b e  e s t a b lis h e d  o n ly b y a t  

b e s t  a n  in d is p u ta b le  p r e s u m p t io n . At  le a s t , it  ca n n o t b e

8 Imperium seu nexus mortis it is called in the prayer Veneranda, w hich  

prayer concludes the procession preceding the M ass of the A ssumption. N ow 

adays it appears in the A ssumption liturgy of tire Premonstratensians and  

of the D ominicans; PL, LX XV III, 133.
4 Concerning M ary ’s death see especially Suarez and Trom belli, op. cit. 

D ominicus A rnaldi [Super transitu B.M.V. Deiparae, G enoa, 1879) tried in  

vain to question  this fact.
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im m e d ia t e ly d e d u ced fr o m  t h e ge n e r a l la w o f d e a t h , 

s in ce t h is is n o t  fo r m a lly a n d  d ir e ct ly a p p lica b le  t o  h e r .

By r e a s o n  o f h e r  fr e e d o m  fr o m  a ll s in , e s p e cia lly h e r  

co m p le t e  im m u n it y fr o m  o r igin a l s in , M a r y w a s in  fa ct  

n o t  s u b je ct  t o  d e a th  a s  a  p e n a l d e b t , a n d  co n s e q u e n t ly  s h e  

w a s  e xe m p t e d  fr o m  t h is la w  b in d in g o n  t h e  r e s t  o f m a n 

k in d . N e ith e r  ca n  it  b e  s a id  t h a t  s h e  w a s  s u b je ct  t o  d e a th  

b e ca u s e  o f h e r  m o r ta l n a tu r e ; fo r  n a t u r e  m a k e s  d e a t h  in 

e vit a b le  o n ly in  s o  fa r  a s t h e  p e r s o n  t o  w h o m  it  b e lo n gs  

h a s n o  s u p e r n a t u r a l cla im  t o t h e e t e r n a l co n t in u a t io n  o f 

t h a t  n a t u r e . N o w , s u ch  a  cla im  co u ld  ce r t a in ly b e  b a s e d  

o n  t h e gr a ce  o f t h e  d ivin e  m o th e r h o o d , if M a r y h a d  n o t  

s p e cifica lly b e co m e  t h e r e b y t h e  M o th e r  o f t h e  R e d e e m e r , 

a n d  if, in  t h e  e co n o m y o f t h e  r e d e m p t io n , t h e  d e a t h  o f t h e  

R e d e e m e r d id  n o t r e q u ir e h e r d e a t h : n o t in d e e d  a s a  

s e co n d  e xp ia t o r y  d e a t h , b u t  in  o r d e r  t h a t  t h u s  t h e  M o th e r  

s h o u ld  n o t a p p e a r  gr e a t e r  t h a n  t h e So n , a n d  e s p e cia lly  

t h a t  b y h e r  d e a t h  s h e  m igh t  p r o ve  t h e  r e a lit y o f h e r  o w n  

h u m a n  n a t u r e  a n d  t h a t  o f h e r  So n .

I f M a r y’s d e a t h  m u s t b e fo r m a lly cla s s ifie d  u n d e r a  

la w  w h ich  is a b s o lu t e ly u n ive r s a l a n d  k n o w s n o e xce p 

t io n , t h a t  la w  s h o u ld  b e  fo r m u la t e d  s o , t h a t  a ft e r  t h e  F a ll 

t h e  fin a l p e r fe ct io n  o f m a n k in d  m u s t  b e  r e a ch e d  o n ly b y  

t h e ce s s a t io n  o f b o d ily life . T h is la w , h o w e ve r , h a s n o  

m o r e  t o d o  w it h  d e a th ’s d o m in io n  o ve r  M a r y, t h a n  t h e  

e co n o m y o f t h e r e d e m p t io n  t o w h ich  t h e la w  o w e s it s  

u n ive r s a lit y; a n d  h e n ce  it  d o e s n o t  a ffe ct  M a r y’s e xe m p 

t io n  fr o m  t ir e  d o m in io n  o f d e a th .

I n  M a r y a s in  Ch r is t , t h is e xe m p t io n  fr o m  d e a th  w a s  

jo in ed  t o fr e e d o m  fr o m  b o d ily s ick n e s s a n d , t h e r e fo r e ,  

fr o m  d e a t h  t h r o u gh  s ick n e s s . O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , n o  co n 

fo r m it y w it h  Ch r is t in  H is vio le n t  d e a t h  w a s r e q u ir e d .
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F o r , M a r y’s d e a t h  w a s t o  b e  n e it h e r  a n  e xp ia t o r y d e a th  

n o r a d e a t h  o f p u n is h m e n t . M o r e o ve r , u n d e r t h e cr o s s  

s h e  h a d  b e e n  a  s h a r e r  in  t h e  s u ffe r in gs  o f Ch r is t ’s d e a t h . 

F o r  t h e  s a m e r e a s o n s M a r y ’s d e a th  w a s n e it h e r  p a in fu l  

n o r  s o r r o w fu l.

H o w e ve r , a cco r d in g t o a ge n u in e ly t h e o lo g ica l a n d  

u n ive r s a l o p in io n  d a t in g fr o m  t h e  M id d le  Age s , t h e  n a 

t u r e  o f M a r y’s  d e a t h  r e s e m b le s t h a t  o f Ch r is t  in  t h is , t h a t  

M a r y vo lu n t a r ily a cce p t e d  t h e u n m e r it e d  d e a t h  o u t o f 

h u m b le a n d  lo vin g o b e d ie n ce , a n d  w it h o u t d o u b t a c 

t u a lly d ie d  o f lo ve . T h a t  is  t o  s a y, h e r  d e a t h  ca m e in  t h e  

fo r m  o f a d is s o lu t io n  r e s u lt in g fr o m  t h e s u p e r n a t u r a l 

p o w e r  o f d ivin e  lo ve , a s  a  co n s u m in g o f t h e  n a t u r a l vit a l 

s t r e n g th  b y  t h e  la n gu is h in g  o f h e r  lo ve , o r  b y  t h e  vio le n ce  

o f a n  e cs t a s y o f lo ve  w h ich  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  s o u l fr o m  t h e  

b o d y, o r  b e ca u s e b y h e r  lo ve  M a r y p r e va ile d  u p o n  G o d  

n o t  t o  m a in t a in  h e r  b o d ily life  a n y  lo n ge r . H e n ce , M a r y ’s  

d e a t h  a p p e a r s  a s  a  h o lo ca u s t  o f lo ve . T h e  s a cr ifice , m a d e  

u n d e r t h e cr o s s in t h e gr e a t e s t s p ir it u a l s o r r o w , w a s  

t h e r eb y o u t w a r d ly co m p le t e d  in  a  s w e e t  a n d  lo vin g  m a n 

n e r  a s in  a  s lu m b e r  o f lo ve , a n d  t h e r e in  lie s t h e  id e a l o f 

t h a t h o ly a n d  b le s s e d  d e a th  “in  t h e k is s o f t h e Lo r d ,” 

w h ich  t h e  d e a th , t h e  “w a ge s  o f s in ,” w ill in  s o m e d e gr e e  

r e s e m b le , in  t h e s o u ls ju s t ifie d  b y Ch r is t ’s gr a ce s o f r e 

d e m p t io n .

E p ip h a n iu s , t h e  fir s t t o  s p e a k  d e fin it e ly a b o u t  t h e  e n d  

o f M a r y’s life , d e cla r e d  t h a t  it  is n o t  k n o w n  w h a t d e a th  

M a r y d ie d , a n d  w h e t h e r  in  t r u th  s h e  r e a lly d id  d ie . O n  

t h e o cca s io n o f t h e co n t r o ve r s y a ga in s t t h e An t id ico -  

m a r ia n it e s , t h e  o p p o n e n t s  o f M a r y’s  vir gin it y, h e  m a k es  a  

d igr e s s io n  o n  t h e  “in t r o d u ce d  w o m e n ,” w h ich  s o m e  t r ie d  

t o  ju s t ify b y t h e  e xa m p le  o f t h e  Ble s s e d  Vir gin . H e  t h e r e  
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s a ys : “T h e Sa cr e d  Scr ip h ir e s d o n o t s a y t h a t M a r y r e 

m a in e d  in  t h e  h o u s e  o f St . J o h n , a n d  t h e  p r o b a b le  r e a s o n  

fo r  t h e  s ile n ce  o f H o ly W r it  co n ce r n in g M a r y’s la t e r  life  

m a y b e  fo u n d  in  t h e  fa ct  t h a t  h e r  life  w a s  s o  co m p le t e ly 

h e a ve n ly  a n d  w o n d e r fu l, t h a t  m a n k in d  co u ld  n o t  p o s s ib ly  

h a ve  b o r n e  t h e  s p e ct a cle . P e r h a p s  t h e  Ap o ca lyp s e  8  w o u ld  

s h o w  b y t h e  w o m a n  w h o  w a s  s n a t ch e d  fr o m  t h e  d r a go n , 

t h a t M a r y e s ca p e d  d e a th . I f s h e d id  d ie , h e r  d e a th  w a s  

k e p t h id d e n , t h a t p e o p le m igh t n o t t h in k t o o ca r n a lly  

a b o u t M a r y.” 0

Aga in s t t h e Co llyr id ia n s , w h o  m a d e M a r y a  go d d e s s , 

h e in s is t e d t h a t h e r d e a t h , in  a n y ca s e h o n o r a b le , w a s  

ce r t a in ly p o s s ib le . E ve n  if s h e  d id  n o t  d ie , s h e  w a s  n o t  t o  

b e  h o n o r e d  a s  a  go d d e s s  a n y m o r e  t h a n  o t h e r  s a in t s  w h o  

d ie d /  T h e n  h e  d e ve lo p s  t h e  fo llo w in g  t h o u gh t s : “Acco r d 

in g t o h e r n a t u r e , M a r y r e m a in s h u m a n  a n d  fe m in in e . 

H e n ce , lik e o t h e r s a in t s , s h e is u n s u it e d  fo r a d o r a t io n , 

a lt h o u gh  a s a n  e le ct ve s s e l, a cco r d in g t o h e r s o u l a n d  

b o d y, s h e is glo r ifie d  in  a  h igh e r  d e gr e e  t h a n  o t h e r s . I n  

lik e  m a n n e r , n e ith e r  E lia s , a lt h o u gh  t a k e n  u p  in t o  h e a ve n  

w it h o u t d yin g , n o r  J o h n  t h e E va n ge lis t , w h o  d ie d  in  a  

m ir a cu lo u s m a n n e r ,8 n o r T h e cla , w h o r e m a in e d u n 

t o u ch e d  in  t h e fir e , m a y b e  a d o r ed .” 9

Be ca u s e , lik e  t h e Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s , t h e m o s t a n cie n t  

t r a d it io n  fa ile d t o m a k e a p o s it ive p r o n o u n ce m e n t o n  

M a r y’s d e a t h , t h e  m in d  o f t h e  Ch u r ch  ca n  a n d  m u s t  p r o 

n o u n ce in  it s fa vo r o n  a cco u n t o f t h e e co n o m y o f r e -

5 A poc., 12:13  f.
6 St. Epiphanius, Panarion, H aer. 78, no. 11; PG, X LII, 716.

7 Ibid., nos. 23 and 24; PG, X LII, 736.
8 W ith this Epiphanius m eans, indeed, that sort of death w hich St. A ugus

tine, tract. 124 in Joan. (PL, X XX V, 1970) brings forw ard as reported by  

certain apocrypha.

» Ibid., H aer. 79, no. 5; PG, X LII, 747. 
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d e m p t io n . Aga in s t  t h is fir m , d e cis ive  a n d  u n ive r s a l m in d  

a n d  co n s cio u s n e s s  o f t h e  Ch u r ch , D o m in icu s  Ar n a ld i w a s  

w r o n g in  a t t e m p t in g, in  a vo lu m in o u s w o r k ,10 t o o ve r 

t h r o w  t h e t h e s is o f M a r y ’s d e a t h . At  m o s t  it  ca n  b e  s a id  

t h a t t h is t h e s is d o e s n o t fo llo w s o e vid e n t ly a n d  co n 

clu s ive ly fr o m  a n  a r t ic le  o f fa it h , a s t h a t  it  co u ld  b e co m e  

o r  is “o f fa it h .” T h e fa ct m a y b e cit ed  t h a t , e ve n  in  r e 

ga r d  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f m a n k in d , t h e  ge n e r a l la w  o f d e a t h  d o e s  

n o t b in d  s o  p e r e m p t o r ily t h a t  e xcep t io n s w o u ld  h a ve t o  

b e ca lle d  in co n s is t e n t  w it h  fa it h , e .g ., E n o ch  a n d  E lia s ,  

a n d a ls o t h o se w h o w ill b e livin g a t t h e e n d  o f t h e  

w o r ld .11

I n  E p ip h a n iu s  t h e  d o u b t  a s t o  t h e  fa ct  o f d e a t h  a r is e s  

fr o m  t h e  ce r t a in ty t h a t  M a r y d id  n o t  fa ll u n d e r  t h e  co m 

m o n  “d e b t  o f d e a th .” T h e  la t e r  G r e e k  F a t h e r s  e m p h a s ize  

t h is ce r t a in t y e ve n  m o r e  e m p h a t ica lly. As in  t h e ca s e  o f 

Ch r is t , t h e y r e p r e s e n t M a r y ’s d e a t h a s s o m e th in g a s 

t o n is h in g . T h e y s ign ify t h e ir  s u r p r is e  t h a t s h e , w h o  w a s  

fr e e  fr o m  a ll la w s  o f s in  a n d  p u n is h m e n t  d u e  t o  s in , w h o  

b r o u gh t fo r t h  t h e life o f a ll a n d  w a s t h e in d e s t r u ct ib le  

t e m p le o f t h e G o d h e a d , s h o u ld  h e r s e lf s u ffe r d e a th .12  

An d  in  co n s e q u e n ce , w h e n  t h e y t r a ce M a r y ’s d e a th  t o  

t h e u n ive r s a l a n d  d ivin e la w , t h e y e xp r e s s ly p o in t o u t ,  

t h a t  t h is  la w  a p p lie d  t o  M a r y in  a  m a n n e r  d iffe r e n t  fr o m  

it s  a p p lica t io n  t o  o r d in a r y m o r t a ls .13

10 D ominicus A rnaldi, Super transitu B.M.V. Deiparae, G enoa, 1879.

11 Concerning Enoch (Gen. 5:28) and Elias (IV K ings, 2:1-14) see 

St. Thom as, la, q. 102, a. 2 ad 3; Illa, q.49, a. 5 ad 2. Concerning the last 

hum an beings, la Ilae, q.81, a. 3 ad 1.

12 See Passaglia, op. cit., nos. 1483 ff.

13 Thus, e.g., one of the m ost ancient Fathers, St. A ndrew of Crete, Or. 1 

in Dormit., PG, X CVII, 1052, w rote: Quippe ut quod est vere fateamur, 
et ad hanc usque progressa est mors hominum naturalis, non tamquam velut 
carcere cohibuerit, sicut in nobis accidit, vel sibi subjecerit, nisi quantum 

oportuit, ut somnum illum seu exstaticum quendam, ut ita dicam, impetum
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I n  t h e  La t in  F a th e r s , M a r y’s d e a t h  w a s ce r t a in ly co n 

ce ive d  m o r e a s a d ir e ct r e s u lt o f s in . F o r e xa m p le , St . 

Au gu s t in e w r it e s : “M a r y, d a u gh t e r  o f Ad a m , d ie d  b e 

ca u s e  o f s in , Ad a m  d ie d  b e ca u s e  o f s in , a n d  t h e  fle s h  o f 

t h e  Lo r d ,  t a k e n  fr o m  M a r y,  d ie d  in  o r d e r  t o  d e s t r o y  s in .” 14  

I n  t h e  M id d le  Age s  it  w a s  M a r y’s a ct u a l d e a t h , a s  a n  in 

h e r it e d  e ffe ct  o f s in , w h ich  w a s  h e ld  u p  a s  p r o o f a ga in s t  

h e r  o r igin a l im m u n it y fr o m  o r igin a l s in . T h e  co n ce p t  fo l

lo w e d  t h is lin e o f r e a s o n in g: M a r y’s d e a th , lik e t h a t o f 

Ch r is t , w o u ld  ce r t a in ly n o t  h a ve  t a k e n  p la ce  h a d  s h e  n o t  

b e e n  co n n e ct e d  w it h  t h e  s in fu l r a ce ; h e r  e xe m p t io n  fr o m  

t h e p e n a l d e b t o f d e a t h  w a s b a s e d  o n  t h e gr a ce o f r e 

d e m p t io n  a n d  h e r  u n io n  w it h  t h e R e d e e m e r ; t h is ve r y  

u n io n  ju s t ifie d  t h e  d e b t  o f d e a t h  in  a n o th e r  a n d  a n  h o n 

o r a b le  s e n s e . P iu s V d e a lt  w it h  t h e  o ve r e m p h a s is o n  t h e  

p u n it ive ch a r a ct e r o f M a r y’s d e a th  b y co n d e m n in g t h e  

73 r d  t h e s is  o f Ba iu s . T h is  t h e s is  r e a d s : “Ap a r t  fr o m  Ch r is t , 

n o o n e is b o r n  w it h o u t o r igin a l s in ; h e n ce t h e Ble s s e d  

Vir g in  d ie d  b e ca u s e  o f t h e  s in  w h ich  s h e  co n t r a ct e d  fr o m  

Ad a m , a n d  a ll h e r  a fflict io n s  in  t h is  life , lik e  t h o s e  o f o t h e r  

s a in t s , a r e t h e  p u n is h m e n t  o f o r igin a l a n d  a ctu a l s in .” 18

T h e  id e a  t h a t M a r y, lik e Ch r is t , d ie d  a  vio le n t d e a th  

expireretur, quo a terrenis ad bona ilia in spe proposita in deiformem 

quendam statum immutati transmittimur—ac qualis e.g. fuit primus ille 

somnus quem dormivit homo, quum costa ad complendam speciem pri
varetur et supplementum ablatae partis reciperet. In hunc arbitror moaum 

soporata et ipsa quidem gustavit mortem, haud tamen detenta mansit, nisi 
ut naturae cederet legibus ac dispensationem impleret, quam ab initio provi
dentia omnia pervadens hominum generi fixit immotam. Quum enim secun
dum divinum oraculum non sit homo qui vivat et non visurus sit mortem, 
erat autem homo et etiam homine potior, quam celebramus, plane utique 

probatum est, et ipsam eandem nobiscum naturae legem explose, licet non 

eodem modo nobiscum, sed super nos et super eam causam, per quam nos 

hoc penitus pati cogimur. Cf. St. John D am ascene, Or. 2 de dormit., no. 2  
at the end; PG, X CV I, 725-28.

14 St. A ugustine, in Ps. 34 serm. 2, n. 3; PL, X XX VI, 335.
15 D enz., no. 1073.
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w a s  a d va n ce d  fr o m  o f o ld  t h r o u gh  a n  e r r o n e o u s e xp la n a 

t io n  o f t h e  w o r d s , “a  s w o r d  s h a ll p ie r ce  t h y o w n  s o u l,” in  

Sim e o n ’s p r o p h e cy. T h e F a th e r s a lw a ys r e je ct e d  it . St .  

Am b r o s e w r o t e : “n e it h e r  d o e s t h e  t e xt  o f H o ly W r it  n o r  

d o e s h is t o r y t e a ch  t h a t M a r y le ft t h is life t h r o u gh  t h e  

s u ffe r in gs o f p h ys ica l vio le n ce ; fo r  n o t t h e  s o u l, b u t t h e  

b o d y  is  p ie r ce d  b y  a  m a t e r ia l s w o r d .” 18

T h e p a in le s s n e s s o f M a r y ’s d e a th  w a s a lr e a d y t a u gh t  

b y St . J o h n  D a m a s ce n e : “n e it h e r  h e r  b ir t h  n o r  h e r  d e a t h  

s u ffe r e d  p a in ,” 17 w h e r e a s St . P e t e r D a m ia n  h o ld s t h a t ,  

lik e t h e Sa vio r  H im s e lf o n  t h e M o u n t o f O live s , M a r y,  

t o o , m a y h a ve  e xp e r ie n ce d  t h e a go n y o f d e a th .18  St . Al

b e r t t h e G r e a t  d e a ls w it h  t h is m a t te r  in  a  p r o fo u n d  a n d  

b e a u t ifu l m a n n e r . H e  co n t e n d s  t h a t , s in ce  M a r y b e n e a th  

t h e cr o s s h a d  s u ffe r e d  t h e p ie r c in g o f h e r s o u l b y t h e  

s w o r d , t h a t is , t a s t e d  t h e fu ll a go n y o f d e a t h , s h e w a s  

n o t  a llo w e d  t o  b e  e xp o s e d  a  s e co n d  t im e  t o  lik e  a n gu is h .10

T h e d e a th  o f lo ve  w it h o u t  p h ys ica l illn e s s , w h ich  St .  

Alb e r t 2 0 a ls o d e cid e d ly s t r e s s e s , ca n  b e co n ce ive d in  

va r io u s  w a ys , a s  in d ica t e d  a b o ve . T h is  t h o u gh t  is  b r o u gh t  

o u t  m o s t  b e a u t ifu lly  b y  Bo s s u e t  2 1 in  h is  s e r m o n  o n  M a r y ’s  

a s s u m p t io n  in t o  h e a ve n .

All cir cu m s t a n ce s co n s id e r e d , M a r y ’s d e a t h  in  a n  e m i

n e n t d e gr e e b e a r s t h a t ch a r a ct e r w h ich , in Ch r is t ia n  

p h r a s e o lo gy, m a r k s t h e d e a th  o f t h e ju s t a s a “fa llin g  

a s le e p .” D e a t h , in  t h is  s e n s e , is n o t  t h e  m e r e  d e s t r u ct io n  

o f life , b u t  a  t e m p o r a r y r e t r e a t  fr o m  b o d ily life , w h e r eb y

18 St. A mbrose, in Luc., lib. 2, n. 61; PL, X V , 1574.

17 St. John D am ascene, op. cit., PC, X CVI, 728.

18 St. Peter D am ian, De celebrandis vigiliis, cap. 1; PL, CX LV , 801.

18 St. A lbert the G reat, Mariale, q. 131 (tn contrarium).
20 Ibid., q. 132 (solutio).
21 Bossuet, Œuvres oratoires (edited by Labarq), IV, pp. 411-427; cf. 

Π Ι, pp. 481-99.
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t h e w a y t o  e t e r n a l r e s t is m a d e r e a d y fo r  t h e  s p ir it a n d  

a  r e su r r e ct io n  t o a  b e t t e r  life is p r e p a r e d  fo r  t h e b o d y.  

H e n ce , in  co n t r a s t t o n a tu r a l d e a t h , t h e F a t h e r s  2 2 ca ll 

M a r y ’s d e a th  “a life -g ivin g d e a th ,” w h e r e a s t h e y ca ll 

Ch r is t ’s d e a t h  “vivifyin g.” T h e s e  n a m e s  p o in t  t o  s t ill a n 

o t h e r  e le m e n t  w h ich , in  t h e  p r e s en t  ca s e , is e xp r e s s ed  b y  

t h e  w o r d  “fa llin g  a s lee p .” M a r y’s d e a th  w a s  n o t  fo llo w e d  

b y t h e  n a t u r a l co n s e q u e n ce s  o f d e a th ; h e r  b o d y d id  n o t  

fa ll a  p r e y t o  d e co m p o s it io n , b u t  r e m a in e d  in t a ct  in  o r d e r  

t o b e  im m e d ia t e ly r e u n it e d  w it h  h e r  s o u l.

M a r y ’s  Ex e m p t io n  f r o m  D e c o m p o s i t io n

J u s t a s M a r y ’s d e a th  w a s n o t d u e t o t h e d o m in io n  o f 

d e a t h  b u t  b e lo n ge d  e n t ir e ly t o  t h e  o r d e r  o f gr a ce , s o  a ls o  

is  M a r y’s  fr e e d o m  fr o m  t h a t  d o m in io n  r e ve a led  s t ill m o r e  

cle a r ly b y  t h e  fa ct  t h a t , a ft e r  d e a t h , h e r  b o d y d id  n o t  fa ll 

a  p r e y t o  t h e  n a t u r a l co n s e q u e n ce s  o f d e a t h , b u t  e s ca p e d  

t h e  fa t e  o f co r r u p t io n , w h ich  h a d  b e e n  e s p e cia lly d e s ig 

n a te d  b y G o d  a s  t h e  p e n a lt y o f s in .

D e a th  is a n  e vil w h ich  o f it s e lf co n t a in s n o t h in g u n 

d ign ifie d , b u t ca n , u n d e r cir cu m s ta n ce s , b e h o n o r a b le  

a n d  vict o r io u s . D e co m p o s it io n , h o w e ve r , is  q u it e  a n o t h e r  

t h in g. I t is a  r e a l d e gr a d a t io n  w h ich  u n d e r  n o cir cu m 

s t a n ce  w h a t e ve r  is  h o n o r a b le  o r  t r iu m p h a n t , b u t  is  a lw a ys  

s h a m e fu l; e ve n  in  t h e ca s e o f t h e ju s t it a p p e a r s a s a  

r e m n a n t  o f t h e  cu r s e  o f s in . F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  t h is  e vil b e 

lo n gs t o t h a t cla s s o f h u m a n  d e fe ct s  w h ich , fo r  r e a s o n s  

a n a lo go u s  t o  t h o s e  in  Ch r is t , a r e  a b s o lu t e ly  e xclu d e d  fr o m  

M a r y a ls o , a s b e in g in co n s is t e n t w it h  h e r d ign it y a n d

22 E.g., St. John D am ascene, Or. 2 de dormit., no. 2; PG, X CV I, 725; 

John of Euboea, Sermo in cone. s. Deip., no. 22; PG, X CVI, 1497; Ballerini, 

Sj/IZoge, I, 101.
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p o s it io n  a n d  e s p e cia lly  w it h  t h e  co n s e cr a t io n  o f h e r  w h o le  

b e in g b y it s in t im a t e u n io n  w it h  Ch r is t a s s p o u se a n d  

M o th e r . H e n ce  t h e  w o r d s  fr o m  t h e  p s a lm : “N o r  w ilt  t h o u  

give  T h y  h o ly o n e  t o  s e e  co r r u p t io n ,” 2 3 m u s t  o f n e ce s s it y  

b e  e xt e n d e d  t o  M a r y a lso .

I n  M a r y h e r s e lf, in co r r u p t io n , w h ich  p r e ve n t s  d e co m 

p o s it io n , co r r e s p o n d s t o t h e t h r e e fo ld in co r r u p t io n  o f 

h e r  p e r fe ct  vir gin it y. (  1 ) t h e  e xclu s io n  o f a n y co n t a m in a 

t io n  w h a t e ve r  w it h  t h e  fle s h  o f a n o th e r  in  t h e  co n ce p t io n  

o f h e r  So n ; (2 ) t h e  e xclu s io n  o f a n y vio la t io n  w h a t e ve r  o f 

h e r  w o m b  b y t h e  b ir t h ; (3 ) t h e  fr e e d o m  (p e r fe ct e d  b y  

Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n ) fr o m  t h e fom es o f s in , b e ca u s e o f 

w h ich  t h e b o d y o f a n y o t h e r m o r t a l is ca lle d  b y t h e  

Ap o s t le  2 4 a  “b o d y o f d e a t h ” a n d  a  “b o d y o f s in .” Alm o s t  

a ll t h e  r e a s o n s  in  fa vo r  o f t h is t h r e e fo ld  fo r m  o f h e r  vir 

gin a l in co r r u p t io n  h o ld  a ls o fo r  h e r  e xe m p t io n  fr o m  d e 

co m p o s it io n . 2 6  W it h  t h e  la t t e r  t h e  t h ir d  fo r m  is  co n n e ct e d  

e ve n  d ir e ct ly, s in ce it p r e s e n t s M a r y ’s fle s h  a s a fle s h  

d ivin e ly a n d s p ir it u a lly glo r ifie d . I n  lik e m a n n e r , t h e  

a ck n o w le d ge d  b ib lica l figu r e s o f t h e  in co r r u p t io n  o f t h e  

vir g in , e .g ., t h e  a r k  o f t h e  co ve n a n t  m a d e  fr o m  im p e r is h 

a b le  w o o d , So lo m o n ’s t h r o n e o f ivo r y, a r e  n o  le s s a p p li

ca b le  t o  t h e  im p e r is h a b le n e s s  o f h e r  b o d y.

O n  t h e  co n t r a r y, n o  s in g le  r e a s o n  ca n  b e  a d d u ce d  w h y  

d e co m p o s it io n  s h o u ld  b e  fit t in g  o r  a d m is s ib le . I f h e r  r e la 

t io n  t o  t h e  r e s t o f m a n k in d  is u r ge d , t h is is o u t w e igh ed  

b y  h e r  s p e cia l u n io n  w it h  Ch r is t  w h ich  in  t h is , a s  in  m a n y  

o t h e r p o in t s , r e q u ir e s a lik e n e s s t o H im s e lf. Bu t e ve n  

a p a r t  fr o m  t h a t , M a r y ’s  co m p le t e  fr e e d o m  fr o m  s in  w o u ld

29 Ps. 15:10; cf. A cts 2:27; 13:35.
24 Rom. 7:24; 6:6.

25 See I, 68  ff., of this w ork; also I, 102  ff.; and supra, chap. 6. 
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d is p e n s e  h e r  fr o m  t h e  u n ive r s a l fa t e  o f co r r u p t io n  a ffe ct 

in g t h e  r e s t  o f m a n k in d . M o r e o ve r , if t h is  fr e e d o m  fr o m  

s in  r e s t s o n  t h e  r e d e m p t io n  b y Ch r is t , s u r e ly, it  w o u ld  

b e  co n t r a r y  t o  t h e  d ign it y  o f t h e  R e d e e m e r  a n d  t h e  e n t ir e  

e co n o m y o f r e d e m p t io n , if h e r  b o d y, a ft e r  b e in g  t h e  s e a t  

a n d  in s t r u m e n t  o f t h e  p r in cip le  o f lib e r a t io n  fr o m  a ll co r 

r u p t io n  a n d  t h e m e a n s o f it s u n io n  w it h  a ll o t h e r r e 

d e e m ed  s o u ls , it s e lf w e r e  t o  b e  give n  o ve r  t o  co r r u p t io n .

F o r  t h e s e  o b vio u s r e a s o n s  n o  Ca t h o lic t h e o lo g ia n  h a s  

e ve r  o p e n ly a n d  d ir e ct ly d o u b t e d  t h is  p r ivile ge  o f M a r y, 

n o t e ve n  t h o s e  w h o , fo r  la ck  o f p o s it ive  p r o o f, d o u b te d  

t h e  ce r t a in t y o f M a r y ’s  a n t ic ip a te d  r e s u r r e ct io n . I t  is  e vi

d e n t t h a t t h e im p e r is h a b le n e s s o f M a r y’s b o d y is a ls o  

co n ta in e d , a  fortiori, in  t h e  t e a ch in g  r e ga r d in g  it s  im m e d i

a t e  r e s u r r e ct io n  a n d  in  t h e t e a ch in gs  o f r e ve la t io n  t o  b e  

a d va n ce d  fo r  it . E s s e n t ia lly, h o w e ve r , t h e  im p e r is h a b le 

n e s s  is e ve n  m o r e  ce r t a in  t h a n  t h e  r e s u r r ect io n ; fo r  it  is  

o n  a  le ve l w it h  M a r y’s p e r fe ct  vir g in it y, w it h  w h ich , a c 

co r d in g  t o  t h e  F a t h e r s , it  is  r e la t e d . H e n ce  it  fo r m s  a  p r in 

cip le  w h ich  d e t e r m in es t h e n e ce s s it y fo r  h e r  im m e d ia t e  

r e s u r r e ct io n  a n d  a s s u m p t io n .

F r o m  t h e ve r y b e gin n in g o f t h e d e lib e r a t io n , t h e  

F a th e r s u s e d  t h e co m p a r is o n  o f t h e s t a t e o f in co r r u p t 

ib ilit y a ft e r  d e a th  w it h  t h a t o f t h e vir gin it y. T h u s St . 

An d r e w  o f Cr e t e  w r o t e : “As  t h e  w o m b  o f h e r  w h o  b r o u gh t  

fo r t h  t h e  R e d e e m e r  r e m a in e d  e ve r  u n co r r u p t , s o  lik e w is e  

h e r  d e a d  b o d y n e ve r  p e r is h e d . O  a d m ir a b le t ilin g! H e r  

b ir t h  e s ca p e d  a ll co r r u p t io n , a n d  h e r  gr a ve  d id  n o t  a d m it  

t h a t fin a l co r r u p t io n  a ft e r  d e a th .” 2 8 Aga in  in  t h e ve r y  

a n cie n t  Missale Gothicum  w e  r e a d : “W h o  d id  n o t co n 

t r a ct  t h e co n t a gio n  o f co r r u p t io n  n o r  e n d u r e d is s o lu t io n

“  St. A ndrew  of Crete, Or 2 de dormit.; PG, X CVII, 1081.
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(d e co m p o s it io n ) in  h e r  gr a ve .” 2 7 La t e r  o n , t e s t im o n ie s  

a ccu m u la t e d  in d e fin it e ly.

T h is  co m p a r iso n  is  n o t  a  m e r e  a n a lo gy. I t  is  a  t h e o lo g ica l 

p r o o f o r  a  d e ve lo p m e n t  o f t h e d o gm a t ic id e a  o f M a r y ’s  

vir gin a l in co r r u p t io n , t h a t is , o f t h e  “Vir gin  co n s e cr a t e d  

b y h e r  d ivin e e s p o u s a l.” T h is id e a  is e xp r e s s e d  a ls o b y  

t h e  w r it e r  o f t h e  le t t e r  Cogitis m e in  t h e  w o r d s , “H e n ce  

im m a cu la t e , b e ca u s e in co r r u p t ,” 2 8 a n  e xp r e s s io n  w h ich  

e m b r a ce s  t h e  o n e  e le m e n t  a s  w e ll a s t h e  o t h e r .

I n  a n y ca s e , t h e  p o in t  a t  is s u e  in  r e ga r d  t o  t h e  im p e r is h 

a b le n e s s o f M a r y ’s b o d y is n o t a m e r e m a t te r o f fit 

t in gn e s s , w h ich  a llo w s t h e  o p p o s it e  vie w  t o  b e  h e ld , b u t  

a  p o in t  o f p r o p r ie t y  fr o m  t h e  o p p o s it e  o f w h ich  Ch r is t ia n  

s e n t im e n t r e co ils . I n d e e d , p r a ct ica lly a ll t h e o lo g ica l 

w r it e r s , w it h o u t e xcep t io n , s u b s cr ib e t o t h e vie w s h e ld  

b y  t h e  a u t h o r  o f t h e  t r a c t  de assum ptione Beatae Virginis, 

a s cr ib e d  t o St . Au gu s t in e , a n d  e xp r e s s e d  in  t h e w o r d s :  

“I  t r em b le  t o  s a y t h a t  t h a t  m o s t  s a cr e d  b o d y  w a s  give n  a s  

fo o d  t o  w o r m s  in  t h e  co m m o n  p r o ce s s  o f d e ca y, b e ca u s e  

I a m  u n a b le  t o  t h in k s o .” 2 9

St a r t in g  fr o m  t h is  a r gu m e n t  de convenientia, t h e  La t in  

F a t h e r s  in  ge n e r a l, lik e t h is a u t h o r , o ft e n  s p e a k  o f o n ly  

a  s o r t o f m o r a l ce r t a in t y o f im p e r is h a b le n e s s . As in  t h e  

ca s e  o f t h e  im m a cu la t e  co n ce p t io n , t h is r e su lt s fr o m  t h e  

fa ct  t h a t  M a r y’s  r e la t io n  t o  Ch r is t  a n d  G o d  is n o t  u n d e r 

s t o o d  in  t h e  fu ll s e n s e  o f a  d ivin e  e s p o u s a l, s u ch  a s  a p p e r 

t a in s  t o  t h e  d o gm a t ic id e a  o f t h e  Vir gin . T h is  is  q u it e  o b -

22 PL·, LX X I1, 245.

28 Pseudo-Jerome ( =Paschasius Radbert.), Epist. Cogitis me; PL·, X X X, 

132.
29 Pseudo-Augustine, Liber de assumpt., c.6; PL, X L, 1146. The text in 

M igne reads som ewhat different: . . . traditum quia sentire non valeo, 
dicere pertimesco communi sorte putredinis et futuri de vermibus pulveris. 
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vio u s  in  t h e  w r it e r  p r e vio u s ly  m e n t io n e d . H e  d e d u ce s  t h e  

u n s e e m lin e s s o f t h e d e co m p o s it io n  fr o m  t h e p h ys ica l 

u n ity b e t w e en  m o t h e r a n d  s o n  a cco r d in g t o t h e fle s h , 

w it h o u t  a p p ea lin g t o  t h e co n ce p t  o f t h e  b r id a l u n it y a c 

co r d in g t o  t h e  fle s h  a s a  s p ir it u a lly ju d ic ia l, a n d  o r ga n ic  

b o n d . Bu t h e s t r e s s e s t h e r e cip r o ca l u n it y b y r e a s o n  o f 

t h e  o n e n e s s  o f t h e  fle s h , w h ich  h e  illu s t r a t e s  in  t h e  w o r d s , 

“t h e fle s h  o f J e s u s , t h e fle s h  o f M a r y.” 3 0 T h is s e n t e n ce ,  

a s cr ib e d  t o  St . Au gu s t in e  h a s co m e  t o  u s  fr o m  a n  a n o n y

m o u s w r it e r .

F o r  t h e r e s t , a lt h o u gh  t h e  e vil in  q u e s t io n  is le s s t h a n  

o r igin a l s in , it  is e vid e n t  t h a t  in  M a r y’s in t im a t e r e la t io n  

w it h  Ch r is t , t h e p r e s e r va t io n  a ga in s t co r r u p t io n is in 

clu d e d  a s  ce r t a in ly  a s  is  t h e  I m m a cu la t e  Co n ce p t io n , p e r 

h a p s e ve n  m o r e  s o . M a r y ’s e s p o u s a l w it h  G o d  a t  t h e  b e 

gin n in g o f h e r  life w a s in  r e a lit y n o t s o ce r t a in  a n d , in  

a n y ca s e , n o t  s o  e ffe ct ive  a s  t h e  e s p o u s a l s o le m n ize d  a n d  

co m p le t e d  b y Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n . H e n ce it is n o t s u r 

p r is in g  t h a t , in  a ll t h o se  w r it e r s , w h e t h e r  o f a n cie n t  o r  o f 

m o d e r n  t im es , w h o  s p e a k d o u b t fu lly co n ce r n in g M a r y’s  

r e s u r r e ct io n , n o w o r d o f m a n ife s t d o u b t is e ve r e x 

p r e s s e d  co n ce r n in g h e r  p r e s e r va t io n  fr o m  d e co m p o s it io n . 

An d  it w a s s o u n d , t h e o lo g ica l t a ct fo r t h e G r e e k F a 

t h e r s a n d t h e e m in e n t t h e o lo g ica l d e fe n d e r s o f h e r  

r e s u r r e ct io n  t o  s t r e s s e m p h a t ica lly M a r y’s in co r r u p t ib il

it y. W it n e s s t h e p r e vio u s ly m e n t io n e d  t r a ct o f P s e u d o -  

Au gu s t in e .3 1

T h e  in h e r e n t  r e a s o n s  fo r  t h e  im p e r is h a b le n e s s  o f M a r y’s  

b o d y, a s fo u n d  in  t h e F a th e r s , a r e r e d u ce d  t o fo u r  b y

»’ Op. cit., c.5; PL, X L, 1145.

81 See previous chapter, note 21.
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P a s sa glia . H e ca lls t h e m  t h e le ga l, t h e o lo g ica l, e co n o m 

ica l, a n d  a n a lo gica l r e a s o n s .3 2

T h e  le ga l r e a s o n  is  M a r y’s  im m u n it y fr o m  t h a t  s in  u p o n  

w h ich  G o d  la id  t h e cu r s e o f d e co m p o s it io n . T h e t h e 

o lo gica l r e a s o n  is M a r y ’s m o t h e r h o o d  a s s u ch , s in ce h e r  

fle s h  b e ca m e  t h e r e b y  t h e  fle s h  o f Ch r is t  a n d  o f t h e  Lo go s . 

T h e s e  r e a s o n s  m a y b e  ca lle d  fo r m a l; t h e  o n e  r e m o ve s  t h e  

d e b t  o f co r r u p t io n , t h e  o t h e r  la ys  a  fo r m a l cla im  t o  in co r 

r u p t io n , w h ich  h a s it s  r o o t in  t h e d ign it y o f b o t h  Ch r is t  

a n d H is m o t h e r . Sin ce t h e t h e o lo g ica l r e a s o n  in clu d e s  

a ls o t h e s u b lim e m in is t e r y co n n e ct e d  w it h t h e d ivin e  

m o t h e r h o o d , a n d  a  co r r e s p o n d in g  p r o p o r t io n a l gr a t it u d e , 

r e w a r d , a n d  ch ild lik e h o m a ge o n  t h e p a r t o f Ch r is t , it  

lik e w is e  e m b r a ce s  a  d e b t  o f co m p e n s a t io n  a n d  ju s t ice . T h e  

e co n o m ica l r e a s o n  is t h e s a m e d ivin e  m o t h e r h o o d , s in ce  

t h e r eb y M a r y is t h e  m o th e r  o f gr a ce  a n d  o f a ll t h e  fr u it s  

o f gr a ce , t h e r e fo r e a ls o o f im m u n ity fr o m  co r r u p t io n , 

a n d  h e r  b o d y is t h e  s e a t  a n d  in s t r u m e n t  o f t h e  p r in cip le  

o f im p e r is h a b le n e s s  a n d  t h e  m e a n s  fo r  it s u n io n  w it h  a ll 

m a n k in d . T h e  a n a lo g ica l r e a s o n  is  M a r y’s  vir g in it y, m a in 

t a in e d  a n d  s a n ct ifie d  b y t h e d ivin e m o th e r h o o d .

T h e  w r it e r  o f t h e t r a ct , De assum ptione, s u m m a r ize s  

t h e s e  r e a s o n s a t  t h e  e n d  o f h is  t h e s is in  a  s o m e w h a t  d if

fe r en t fo r m . H e  s a ys : “An d  s o it s e e m s r igh t t h a t , w it h  

a n  in d e s cr ib a b le jo y o f s o u l a n d b o d y, M a r y r e jo ice s  

w o r t h ily in , w it h , a n d t h r o u gh h e r o w n  So n ; t h a t n o  

b le m is h  o f co r r u p t io n  o u gh t t o  fo llo w  h e r  a s n o  co r r u p 

t io n  o f in t e gr it y fo llo w e d  h e r  b r in gin g fo r t h  o f s u ch  a  

So n : s o t h a t s h e w h o  w a s im b u e d  w it h  s o m u ch  gr a ce

82 Passaglia, op. cit., nos. 1473-81. N umber 1476 speaks of a fifth reason, 

that of M ary ’s character as antithesis of Eve. 
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m igh t  e ve r  b e  in co r r u p t ; t h a t  life  m igh t  b e  w h o le  fo r  h e r  

w h o  b r o u gh t  fo r t h  t h e  w h o le  a n d  p e r fe ct  life  fo r  a ll; t h a t  

s h e  m igh t  b e  w it h  H im  w h o m  s h e  b o r e  in  h e r  w o m b ;  t h a t  

t o  H im  w h o m  s h e  b r o u gh t  fo r t h , k e p t  w a r m , a n d  fe d , s h e  

m igh t e ve r  b e M a r y, t h e M o th e r , n u r s e , h a n d m a id  a n d  

fo llo w e r  o f G o d .” 3 3

At  t h e  t im e  w h e n  b e lie f in  t h e  t r a d it io n  co n ce r n in g  t h e  

b o d ily a s s u m p t io n  w a s m o s t s h a k e n , H in cm a r o f R e im s  

e m p h a s ize d  t h e  p r in cip a l r e a s o n s  in  t h e  fo llo w in g  ve r s e s :

“W h o  w h e n  H e  r o s e  fr o m  t h e  d e a d , m a d e  t h e  b o d ie s  

O f m a n y  r is e , t a k in g  t h e m  w it h  H im  t o  t h e  s t a r s  o f h e a ve n .  

H o lie r  t h a n  t h e s e  t o ge t h e r , t h o u  a r t  m a d e  w o r th y  t o  b r in g

fo r t h

By  t h y  vir g in a l b o d y  t h e  W o r d  o f life ;

T h e  h o ly fle s h  o f G o d  r e m a in e d  in co r r u p t in  t h e gr a ve ,  

T h in e  a ls o , fr o m  w h o m  G o d  H im s e lf a s s u m e d  a  b o d y.” 8 4

M a r y ’s  A s s u m p t io n

T h e d o ct r in e o f t h e in co r r u p t ib ilit y o f M a r y ’s b o d y  

b e in g  p r e m is e d , t h e  t h ir d  e le m e n t  o f h e r  im m u n it y fr o m  

t h e  d o m in io n  o f d e a t h  fo llo w s  o f it s e lf. I n  t h e  la n gu a ge  o f 

t h e  Ch u r ch  it  is  in d ica t e d  p r e fe r a b ly  in  t h is  m a n n e r : T h e  

r a is in g u p  a n d  glo r ifica t io n  o f t h e b o d y, in  M a r y’s ca s e , 

m u s t n o t a w a it t h e ge n e r a l r e s u r r ect io n , b u t , a s in  t h e  

ca s e o f Ch r is t , m u s t t a k e p la ce  w it h in  t h e  s h o r t e s t p o s -

33 Pseudo-A ugustine. Lib. de ass., PL, X L, 1148.

84 H incmar of Reim s, Carmina, Π , verses 83-88 ( Mon. Germ. Hist., 
Poetae III [L. Traube], p. 412).

Qui dum surrexit, multorum corpora fecit
Sugere, quos secum vexit ad astra poli.
Sanctior his cunctis, Verbum quae gignere vitae
Facta es digna tuo corpore virgineo;
Quae caro sancta Dei non est corrupta sepulchro, 
Nec tua, qua corpus sumpserat ipse Deus. 
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s ib le  t im e , ju s t  a s  h e r  d e a th  t o o k  p la ce  fo r  n o  o t h e r  r e a s o n  

t h a n  t h a t o f h e r  co n fo r m it y w it h  Ch r is t . F o r , t h e  in co r 

r u p t ib ilit y o f t h e  b o d y, w it h o u t t h e  im m e d ia t e  r e s u r r e c

t io n , is s o  fa r  fr o m  s a t is fyin g t h e  r e a s o n s o n  w h ich  it  is  

b a s e d , t h a t t h e F a t h e r s a n d  t h e o lo g ia n s d e a l w it h  in 

co r r u p t ib ilit y a n d  im m e d ia t e  r e s u r r e ct io n  in  M a r y ’s ca s e ,  

a s  in  t h a t  o f Ch r is t , a s co r r e la t ive  id e a s . T h a t  co r r e la t io n  

a p p e a r s e vid e n t  w h e n  w e co n s id e r  t h a t , if a  s e p a r a t io n  

o f b o d y a n d  s o u l la s t e d  lo n ge r  t h a n  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f d e a th  

r e q u ir e d  in  t h e e co n o m y o f r e d e m p t io n , t h a t s e p a r a t io n  

w o u ld  ju s t  a s  w e ll s ign ify a  d o m in io n  o f d e a t h , a s  w o u ld  

t h e d e co m p o s it io n  o f t h e b o d y.

Co n s e q u e n t ly, ju s t  a s  in  t h e  ca s e  o f Ch r is t  t h e  p r o p h e cy  

co n ce r n in g  H is  im m u n it y  fr o m  co r r u p t io n , in  vie w  o f H is  

e xe m p t io n  fr o m  t h e  b o n d s o f d e a th , is a d va n ce d  in  t h e  

Act s  o f t h e  Ap o s t le s  3 5 a s  p r o o f o f H is  r e s u r r e ct io n , s o  in  

M a r y’s ca s e d ie im p e r is h a b len e s s o f h e r  b o d y in clu d e s  

d ie  im m e d ia t e  r e s u r r e ct io n ;  fo r  w it h  Ch r is t  s h e  s h a r e s  d ie  

e xe m p t io n  fr o m  t h e b o n d s o f d e a t h . I n  fa ct , in  t h is r e 

s p e ct a ls o , M a r y ’s co m p le t e u n io n  w it h  Ch r is t is s u p 

p o r t e d  b y a  p r o p h e cy, n a m e ly, b y t h e  p r o t e va n ge liu m .3 6  

T h e  p r o p h e t ic  u n io n  b e t w e e n  M a r y a n d  Ch r is t , in  a n  u n 

co n q u e r a b le a n d  victo r io u s e n m ity w a ge d  a ga in s t h e ll, 

co m p r is e s  t h e  e xclu s io n  a n d  co m p le t e  o ve r co m in g o f a ll 

t h o s e e vils a n d  a fflic t io n s  w h ich , t h r o u gh  t h e a ge n cy o f 

t h e  d e vil, ca m e  u p o n  m a n k in d  in  a n d  t h r o u gh  s in , a n d  t h e  

co n t in u a t io n  o f w h ich  is a  m a n ife s t a t io n  o f t h e  k in gd o m  

o f t h e d e vil a t  w a r  w it h  G o d , o r  t h e  a t t e m p te d  d e s t r u c 

t io n  o f t h e k in gd o m  o f G o d  a m o n g m e n . Acco r d in g t o  

t h e Ap o s t le St . P a u l,3 7 t o t h e s e e vils , b e s id e s t h e s p ir it  

8» A cts 2:24-31.

G en. 3:15.

8’ Rom ., chaps. 5 and 8; I Cor. 15:24  f., 54  ff.; H eb. 2:14  f. 
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a n d  co n cu p is cen ce o f t h e  fle s h , d e a th  is  n u m b e r e d  a s  t h e  

la s t  e n e m y. An d , t h e r e fo r e , Ch r is t ’s r e s u r r e ct io n  is t a k e n  

a s  t h e  co m p le t io n  o f t h e  vict o r y o ve r  h e ll, b e ca u se  in  t h a t  

t o o  t h e  victo r y  o ve r  d e a th  is  r e ve a le d . As  M a r y  t r iu m p h e d  

co m p le t e ly o ve r  s in  in  t h e s p ir it b y h e r  p e r m a n e n t  im 

m u n ity fr o m  o r igin a l s in  a n d  a ll p e r so n a l s in , a n d  o ve r  

s in  in  h e r  fle s h  b y h e r  fr e e d o m  fr o m  co n cu p is ce n ce a n d  

b y  h e r  vir gin a l co n ce p t io n  o f Ch r is t , s o  s h e  m u s t  a ls o  w it h  

Ch r is t  t r iu m p h  o ve r  h e ll’s d o m in io n  o f d e a t h , b y a n  im 

m e d ia t e  r e s u r r e ct io n .

Ap a r t fr o m  t h is p r o m is e , M a r y’s s p e cia l p a r t ic ip a t io n  

w it h  Ch r is t in  t h e r e s u r r e ct io n  a n d  glo r ifica t io n  o f t h e  

b o d y is gu a r a n t e e d b y a s e r ie s o f t h e o lo g ica l fa cto r s ,  

b a s e d  e it h e r  d ir e ct ly o r  in d ir ect ly o n  h e r  d ivin e  m o th e r 

h o o d . T h e ir m e a n in g ca n  b e s t r e n g t h e n e d  s t ill fu r th e r  

b y t h e  a p p lica t io n  o f va r io u s  ge n e r a l p r in cip le s  p r e m is e d  

b y t h e  Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s :

1. I n  t h e  M o t h e r  o f G o d , p r e cis e ly  b e ca u s e  s h e  is  s u ch  

o n ly t h r o u gh  a n d  in  h e r  b o d y, a  p e r m a n e n t  s e p a r a t io n  o f 

b o d y  a n d  s o u l is  u n t h in k a b le , ju s t  a s  in  Ch r is t  t h e  s e p a r a 

t io n  o f H is  b o d y a n d  s o u l fr o m  H is  d ivin it y w o u ld  b e  in 

co n ce iva b le  o n  a cco u n t o f t h e h yp o s t a t ic u n io n .

2 . M a r y’s q u a lit y a s m o t h e r ly b r id e  o f Ch r is t  r e q u ir e s  

a  p e r m a n e n t a n d  co m p le t e  u n ity o f life  w h ich  co u ld  b e  

d is s o lve d  o n ly t e m p o r a r ily in  vie w  o f t h e e n d s o f t h a t  

u n io n . T o  t h is  t h e  t e a ch in g  o f St . P a u l3 8  m u s t  b e  a p p lie d  

co n ce r n in g  t h e  lo ve  o f a  m a n  fo r  h is  w ife  a s  h is  fle s h , w h ich  

w a s  id e a lly r e a lize d  in  Ch r is t ’s lo ve  fo r  H is  Ch u r ch ; a n d  

t h is  t h e  m o r e  s o  s in ce  M a r y, in  a  s in gu la r  w a y, is  t h e  fle s h  

o f Ch r is t  a n d  t h e  p r in cip a l m e m b e r  o f H is Ch u r ch . Ac 

co r d in g ly, t h e  p o w e r  o f Ch r is t ’s lo ve  fo r  H is  Ch u r ch  h a d

”  Eph. 5:25  fi.
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t o  b e  r e ve a le d  in  M a r y  in  a  s p e cific  a n d  co m p le t e  m a n n e r .

3 . T o  t h is ca n  b e a d d e d  t h e p r in cip le s o f t h e Sa cr e d  

Scr ip t u r e s  co n ce r n in g  t h e  h o n o r  d u e  t o  fa t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r , 

a n d  a ls o co n ce r n in g t h e p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  Ch r is t s glo r y, 

p r o m is e d  t o  t h o se  w h o  s h a r e  in  H is  s u ffe r in gs  a n d  d e a th .  

T h e h o n o r o f t h e m o t h e r r e q u ir e s t h e co m p le t e s a fe 

gu a r d in g o f h e r e n t ir e e xis t e n ce . T h e m a t e r ia l s e r vice  

p e r fo r m e d  b y M a r y, w h e r e b y s h e  u s e d  t h e  s u b s t a n ce o f 

h e r b o d y fo r t h e fo r m a t io n  a n d  s u s t e n a n ce o f Ch r is t , 

d e m a n d s t h e glo r ifica t io n  o f h e r b o d y in  a d is t in ct ive  

m a n n e r . F u r t h e r m o r e , M a r y’s s in gu la r , in t im a t e , a n d  a b 

s o lu t e  u n io n  w it h  Ch r is t  in  H is  s u ffe r in gs  a n d  d e a th  r e 

q u ir e s t h e  p e r fe ct  p a r t ic ip a t io n  w it h  H im  in  H is life o f 

glo r y.

4 . As in s t r u m e n t a n d  co o p e r a to r  in  t h e w o r k o f r e 

d e m p t io n , M a r y m u s t  m o s t  p e r fe ct ly e xp e r ie n ce in  h e r 

s e lf t h e  fr u it s  o f t h a t  s u b lim e  w o r k ; a n d  t h is  fr u it  s o  m u ch  

d ie  m o r e , s in ce  o n ly in  a  r is e n  a n d  glo r ifie d  b o d y co u ld  

s h e , in  u n io n  w it h  Ch r is t , e ffe ct ive ly co n t in u e  h e r  o ffice  

a s  m e d ia t r ix, a n d  b e  t h e  p e r fe ct  s u r e t y o f t h e  e ffica cy o f 

d ie a ct o f r e d e m p t io n  fo r t h e r e s t o f m a n k in d . I n  t h is  

r e s p e ct  it  m a y b e  s a id  t h a t , w it h o u t M a r y’s r e s u r r e ct io n  

a n d  glo r ifica t io n , t h e r e  w o u ld  h a ve  b e e n  n o t  o n ly  a  w e a k 

e n in g o f t h a t  u n io n  w it h  Ch r is t , in  vir t u e  o f w h ich  a s  t h e  

n e w  E ve , s h e  b e lo n gs  a t  t h e  s id e  o f d ie  h e a ve n ly Ad a m  

fo r  t h e co m p le t e  p o s s e s s io n  o f life , b u t  d ie  gu a r a n t y fo r  

o u r  r e d e m p t io n  w o u ld  a ls o b e la ck in g p r e cis e ly w h e r e , 

a p a r t  fr o m  Ch r is t , d ie  e vid e n ce  o f d ie  e ffica cy o f r e d e m p 

t io n  s h o u ld  b e  m o s t s o u gh t  a n d  e xp e ct e d . M o r e o ve r , in  

t h e  e co n o m y o f r e d e m p t io n , t h e  p e cu lia r  t yp e o f t h e  in -  

d e fe ct ib ilit y a n d  e t e r n a l vit a lit y o f t h e Ch u r ch  w o u ld  

b e  la ck in g.
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Sin ce t h e  t im e o f St s . M o d e s t u s o f J e r u s a le m  a n d  An 

d r e w  o f Cr e t e , t h e  w o r d s o f t h e p s a lm , “Ar is e , O  Lo r d , 

in t o  T h y  r e s t in g  p la ce : T h o u  a n d  t h e  a r k  w h ich  T h o u  h a s t  

s a n ct ifie d ,” 3 8  a s  a ls o  t h e  t r ip le  t r a n s fe r  o f t h e  Ar k  o f t h e  

Co ve n a n t ( t h r o u gh  t h e r ive r J o r d a n  in t o t h e p r o m is e d  

la n d , u p  M o u n t  Sio n , a n d  in t o  t h e t e m p le  o f So lo m o n )  

w e r e  a p p lie d  t o M a r y’s a s s u m p t io n  in t o  h e a ve n , a n d  in 

d e e d , t o  h e r  b o d ily a s s u m p t io n , in a s m u ch  a s t h e Ar k  o f 

t h e  Co ve n a n t in  p a r t icu la r  w a s  a  figu r e  o f M a r y’s b o d y. 

I n  t h e  ligh t  o f a ll t h e s e  r e a s o n s , t h is  a p p lica t io n  d o e s  n o t  

s e e m  t o b e a r b it r a r y, b u t a s ym b o lis m  fu lly ju s t ifie d .  

E ve r yt h in g in d ica t e s  t h a t  t h e  Ar k  o f t h e  Co ve n a n t , w h ich  

St . J o h n  b e h e ld  in  h e a ve n  in  t h e t e m p le o f G o d ,4 0 is  

n o t h in g  e ls e  b u t  a  s ym b o l o f M a r y, a n d  t h a t  t h u s  t h e  fu l

fillm e n t o f t h e figu r e is p r o ve d . I n  co n n e ct io n  w it h  t h e  

co u n t e r p a r t  o f t h e  Ar k  o f t h e  Co ve n a n t , t h e  vis io n  o f t h e  

“W o m a n  clo t h e d w it h t h e s u n ” a p p e a r in g in h e a ve n , 

w h ich im m e d ia t e ly fo llo w s 4 1 a n d w it h o u t d o u b t h a s  

r e fe r e n ce t o t h e p r o p h e cy o f t ir e p r o t e va n ge liu m , m u s t  

b e  u n d e r s to o d  a s  fo llo w s : T h e  fe a t u r e s  o f t h is  r e p r e s e n t a 

t io n  o f t h e Ch u r ch , w h ich  a r e ge n e r a lly t a k e n  fr o m  t h e  

r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f Ch r is t ’s m o th e r , p o in t  e s p e cia lly t o  t h e  

M o t h e r  o f Ch r is t  a lr e a d y glo r ifie d  in  b o d y a n d  s o u l. F o r , 

o n ly in  h e r co m p le t ed  glo r ifica t io n  is s h e t h e p e r fe ct  

figu r e  o f t h e h e a ve n ly n a t u r e o f t h e Ch u r ch  a n d  o f h e r  

in vin cib ilit y in  t h e co n flic t a ga in s t t h e d r a go n . O n ly in  

t h is  w a y, a s  t h e  s ign  in  h e a ve n , d o e s s h e  fo r m  t h e co u n 

t e r p a r t  o f t h e  s ign  o n  e a r th  in  I s a ia s a n d  J e r e m ia s .4 2

T h u s it w a s p r e cis e ly in  St . J o h n , fr o m  w h o m  t h e

8»Ps. 131:8.

40 A poc. 11:19.

41 A poc. 12:1 ff. See V ol. I, last part of chap. 1.

42 Isa. 7:14; Jer. 31:22; see V ol. I, chap. 2. 
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fir s t  m e n t io n  o f M a r y ’s d e a t h  is e xp e ct e d  a n d  t o  w h o m , 

t h e r e fo r e , t h e a n cie n t  le ge n d s co n ce r n in g M a r y ’s d e a th  

w e r e t r a ce d , t h a t a n  in d ica t io n  o f t h a t p a s s in g a w a y  

w a s  a ctu a lly given . I t  is  t r u e t h a t  t h is in d ica t io n  is t o  b e  

u n d e r s t o o d  in  a  m ys t ica l m a n n e r , b u t  fo r  t h a t ve r y r e a 

s o n  it  in d ica t e s  t h e p r o fo u n d  a n d  d o gm a t ic m e a n in g o f 

t lie  fa ct  in  a  m o s t  s ign ifica n t  w a y: r a t h e r , it  p r e s e n t s t h e  

fa ct e n t ir e ly fr o m  it s d o gm a t ic p o in t  o f vie w . I f b e s id e s  

it  w e r e  d e fin it e ly e s t a b lis h e d  t h a t  t h e  s a in t s , w h o  r o s e  o n  

t h e  o cca s io n  o f Ch r is t ’s d e a t h , r o s e t o  im m o r t a l life , t h a t  

w o u ld  fu r n is h  a n  a n a lo go u s  a r gu m e n t  fo r  M a r y ’s r e s u r 

r e ct io n , a s in  t h e  s a n ct ifica t io n  o f St . J o h n  t h e  Ba p t is t  a  

w a r r a n t  is  fo u n d  fo r  h e r  im m a cu la t e  co n ce p t io n . Bu t  t h a t  

fa ct  is  a n yt h in g b u t  ce r t a in .

I n  a n y ca s e , M a r y ’s b o d ily a s s u m p t io n  in to  h e a ve n  is  

s o fir m ly e s t a b lis h e d in  t h e b ib lica l a n d  e ccle s ia s t ica l  

id e a  o f h e r  p e r s o n , a n d  is s o cle a r ly co n t a in e d  t h e r e in ,  

t h a t t h e Ch u r ch  n e e d s  n o s p e cia l h is t o r ica l t r a d it io n  t o  

e s t a b lis h  it . H e n ce , fr o m  it s ve r y b e gin n in g t h e  e ccle s i

a s t ica l fe a s t  o f t h e  p a s s in g  a w a y  o r  t h e  a s s u m p t io n  o f t h e  

M o t h e r  o f G o d , in  co n t r a s t  w it h  t h e  d e a th  o f o d ie r  s a in t s ,  

q u it e e n t ir e ly o f it s e lf t o o k t h e fo r m  o f a  fe a s t o f t h e  

glo r ifica t io n  o f h e r b o d y a n d  s o u l. E ve n  if in  t h is t h e  

E a s t  t o o k  m o r e  o r  le s s  a cco u n t  o f t h e  h is t o r ica l t r a d it io n , 

o r  t h e e m p t y t o m b , s t ill t h e id e a  p r o p e r  la y e n t ir e ly in  

t h e d o gm a t ic fie ld . I n  t h e La t in  Ch u r ch , it is t h e  m o r e  

e vid e n t  t h a t  t h e  Ch u r ch ’s co n ce p t  o f t h e  fe a s t  w a s  in d e 

p e n d e n t  o f t h e  le ge n d s , s in ce  a t  t h e  ve r y t im e  t h a t  P o p e  

G e la s iu s p r o n o u n ce d  a p o cr yp h a l t h e b o o k de transitu, 

(o r  s h o r t ly  a ft e r ) t h e  La t in  lit u r gie s  b e ga n  t o  e xp la in  t h e  

p u r p o r t o f t h e fa ct o n  d is t in ct ly t h e o lo gica l lin e s .

I t  w a s , t h e r e fo r e , a  co m p le t e  m is ju d gm e n t  o f t h e  s t a t e  



170 M A RIOLO G Y

o f a ffa ir s , fo r  t h e w r it e r  o f t h e  le t t e r  Cogitis m e t o  h a ve  

o ve r lo o k e d  t h is d o gm a t ic a n d  lit u r gica l t e s t im o n y o f t h e  

Ch u r ch  a n d  a ll a r gu m e n t s co m p r is e d  in  t h e d ign it y a n d  

p o s it io n  o f t h e M o t h e r  o f G o d , a n d  t o h a ve co n s id e r e d  

t h e fa ct a s d u b io u s a n d  u n p r o ve n , ju s t b e ca u s e it w a s  

n o t r e la t e d  in  a n  a u t h e n t ic a n d  h is t o r ica l w r it in g , b u t  

o n ly in t h e a p o cr yp h a , co n d e m n e d  b y P o p e G e la s iu s . 

Sin ce  t h is  le t t e r  w a s  cu r r e n t  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f St . J e r o m e ,  

it ca u se d  co n fu s io n  fo r  a  lo n g t im e in  t h e m in d s o f t h e  

W e s t a n d  w e a k e n e d  t h e fir m n e s s o f t h e t e s t im o n y, ju s t  

a s t h e  d o ct r in e  o f t h e  I m m a cu la t e  Co n ce p t io n , s in ce t h e  

t w e lft h  ce n t u r y, m e t  w it h  o p p o s it io n ,  b e ca u s e  it  w a s  a s ce r 

t a in e d  t h a t  o n ly  u n ce r t a in  r e ve la t io n s  o f la t e r  d a t e  a r gu e d  

in  it s fa vo r , w h e r e a s t h e a n cie n t a n d  ce r t a in  r e ve la t io n  

co u ld  o n ly w it h  d ifficu lt y b e  r e co n cile d  t h e r e w it h .

T h e  m o r e  o n e  r e ve r t e d  t o  t h e  lit u r g ica l t e s t im o n y a n d  

t h e t h e o lo g ica l fo u n d a t io n , t h e s t r o n ge r t h e co n vict io n  

gr e w ; s o t h a t fo r ce n t u r ie s t h e t h e s is o f M a r y’s b o d ily  

a s s u m p t io n  in t o  h e a ve n  w a s  n o  lo n ge r  p r e s e n t e d  m e r e ly  

a s a  p io u s  o p in io n . I t s d e n ia l w a s  ce n s u r e d  a s  a u d a cio u s  

in  t h e  s t r ic t e s t  s e n s e  o f t h e  w o r d .4 3 T h e  a t t e m p t  o f m a n y  

s ch o la r ly cr it ics , a t  t h e  e n d  o f t h e  s e ve n t e e n t h  ce n t u r y, t o  

w e a k e n  t h e  va lu e  o f t h e  m o r e  a n cie n t  p a t r is t ic a n d  lit u r 

gica l t e s t im o n ie s t o ge t h e r  w it h  t h e ir h is t o r ica l fo u n d a 

t io n , fa ile d  a ll t h e m o r e t o  d is t u r b  t h e n o w  a s s u r e d  a n d  

u n ive r s a l co n vict io n ,  s in ce  fo r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  t h e s e  s ch o la r s  

t h e m s e lve s d e cla r e d  t h a t t h is m e a n in g d e s e r ve d  fu lle s t  

a t t e n t io n  a n d  ca r r ie d  co n s id e r a b le  w e igh t .

T h e  fir s t  a n d  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  s cr ip t u r a l a r gu m e n t  fr o m  

G e n e s is (3 :15 ) is a d va n ce d  a s t h e m a in  a r gu m e n t in

E.g., M elchior Cano, De Ivcis theol., X II, 10; D e Lugo, De virtute fidei 
div., disp. 20, sect. 3, no. 96; Billuart, De myst. Christi, diss. 14, a.2. 
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t h e  r e q u e s t  fo r  a  d o gm a t ic  d e fin it io n  o f t h e  d o ct r in e  p r e 

s e n t e d  in  18 70 , a lt h o u gh  fo r m er ly t h e t h e o lo g ia n s p a id  

lit t le  a t t e n t io n  t o  t h a t  t e x t .4 4 T h e  o t h e r  b ib lica l a n d  t h e 

o lo g ica l a r gu m e n t s  w e r e  fo u n d  m a in ly in  t h e fe s t a l s e r 

m o n s  o f t h e  G r e e k  F a th e r s , b e gin n in g  w it h  St . M o d e s tu s , 

a s a ls o in  t h e Tractatus de assum ptione beatae Virginis 

fr o m  P s e u d o -Au gu s t in e .4 5 St . J o h n  D a m a s ce n e fo r e x 

a m p le , w r it e s : “I t  w a s b e co m in g t h a t t h is d ivin e  d w e ll

in g , t h is u n d u g w e ll o f clen s in g w a t e r , t h is u n p lo u gh e d  

fie ld  o f ce le s t ia l b r e a d , t h is n e ve r  ir r iga t e d  vin e ya r d  o f 

h e a ve n ly gr a p e s , t h is o live - t r e e o f p a t e r n a l co m p a s s io n ,  

la d e n  w it h  e ve r -n e w fo lia ge a n d  b e a u t ifu l fr u it s , w a s  

n e ve r  co n fin e d  t o  t h e  in n e r  p a r t s  o f t h e  e a r t h ; b u t  r a th e r , 

a s  H e  o n  t h e  t h ir d  d a y  h a d  r a is e d  fr o m  t h e  s e p u lch e r  t h a t  

h o ly a n d  in co r r u p t b o d y w h ich  H e h a d  t a k e n  fr o m  h e r  

a n d  h a d  u n it e d  t o H is o w n  p e r so n , s o  a ls o t h is m o t h e r  

w a s  s n a t ch e d  fr o m  t h e  gr a ve  a n d  co n fo r m e d  t o  h e r  So n ; 

a n d  a s  H e  h a d  d e s ce n d e d  t o  h e r , s o  s h e , a s  b e in g clo s e ly 

u n it e d  w it h  t h a t gr e a t e r a n d  m o r e p e r fe ct t a b e r n a cle  

( i.e ., t h e fle s h  o f Ch r is t ) , w a s t a k e n  u p  in to  h e a ve n . I t  

w a s b e co m in g t h a t s h e , w h o  h a d  r e ce ive d  t h e  W o r d  o f 

G o d  in  t h e  gu e s t -ch a m b e r  o f h e r  w o m b , s h o u ld  b e  p la ce d  

in  t h e  t e n t s  o f h e r  So n ; a n d  a s  t h e  Lo r d  h a d  s a id  t h a t  H e  

m u s t  b e  a b o u t  H is  F a t h e r ’s  b u s in e s s , s o  it  w a s  a ls o  fit t in g  

fo r  t h e m o t h e r  t o  d w e ll in  t h e h o m e o f h e r  So n , i.e ., in  

t h e h o u s e o f t h e Lo r d  a n d  t h e d w e llin g o f o u r  G o d . I t  

w a s b e co m in g t h a t t h e b o d y o f h e r  w h o  h a d  p r e s e r ve d  

h e r vir gin it y w it h o u t s t a in  s h o u ld  a ls o a ft e r d e a th  b e  

p r e se r ve d  in co r r u p t . I t  w a s  fit t in g  t h a t  s h e  w h o  h a d  lo o k e d  

u p  t o h e r So n  o n  t h e cr o s s , r e ce ivin g t h e r e t h e s w o r d

44 G en. 3:15; M artin, op. cit.

45 See note 33 supra.
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t h r o u gh  h e r  s o u l w h ich  in  b e a r in g  H im  s h e  h a d  e s ca p e d , 

s h o u ld  b e h o ld  t h a t So n  n o w  s e a t e d  w it h  H is F a t h e r .” 4 6

La t e r , P e t e r  d e  La  Ce lle  w r o te , in  co n n e ct io n  w it h  t h e  

t e x t fr o m  J e r e m ia s , “R e t u r n , O  vir g in  o f I s r a e l, r e tu r n  

t o t h e s e t h y cit ie s”4 7 : “F ir s t , r e tu r n  fr o m  t h e ca p t ivit y  

o f t h e  w o r ld : b e ca u se  s h e  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  h e ld  in  ca p t ivit y, 

b y w h o m  t h o s e w h o a r e in  ca p t ivit y a r e t o b e fr e e d . 

Se co n d ly, r e t u r n  fr o m  m a n k in d  w it h o u t co r r u p t io n  o f 

t h e  fle s h : b e ca u se , a s t h o u  a r t  im m u n e  fr o m  t h e  co r r u p 

t io n  o f s in , s o  m u s t t h o u  go  in t o im m o r t a lit y, m o r t a lit y  

b e in g  t a k e n  a w a y  b y  t h e  gr a ce  o f G o d . T h ir d ly, r e t u r n  t o  

t h e  fr e e d o m  o f t h e  glo r y  o f t h e  ch ild r e n  o f G o d : b e ca u s e , 

a s s in  n e ve r r e ign e d  in  t h y m o r ta l b o d y, s o a r t t h o u  

w o r th y, in  t h a t s a m e vir gin a l fle s h , fu lly t o e n jo y t h e  

fr e e d o m  o f t h e s p ir it , w h ich  t h e  a n ge ls e n jo ye d  in  t h e ir  

s p ir it u a l s u b s t a n ce fr o m  t h e m o m e n t o f t h e ir cr e a t io n , 

o r  r a th e r  o f t h e ir  co n fir m a t io n . F o u r t h ly, r e tu r n , t h a t  w e  

m a y ga ze u p o n  t h e e in  t h e e xa lt e d  p o s it io n  a m o n g t h e  

a n ge ls a n d  in  t h e glo r y o f t h o se a lr e a d y b e a t ifie d : b e 

ca u s e , a s  w e  lo n g t o  b e  in  t h e  p r e s e n ce  o f t h y So n , s o  w e  

d e s ir e  t o  ga ze  u p o n  t h e  glo r y a n d  b e a u ty  o f t h y fa ce , a n d  

w e  s h a ll b e  illu m in a t e d  o n  a ll s id e s b y t h e  figh t o f t h y  

co u n t e n a n ce .

R e ga r d in g t h e t e xt fr o m  t h e Ap o ca lyp s e , “a n d t h e  

t e m p le  o f G o d  w a s  o p e n e d  in  h e a ve n , a n d  t h e  a r k  o f H is  

t e s t a m e n t w a s s e e n  in  H is t e m p le ,” 4 8 it s h o u ld  b e r e 

m a r k e d , t h a t  in  t h is  vis io n  t h e  a r k  o f t h e  co ve n a n t  is o b 

vio u s ly a s s ym b o lic a s is t h e la m b  in  t h e o t h e r . I n  t h e  

Ap o ca lyp s e , Ch r is t ’s h u m a n it y is a lw a ys r e p r e s e n t e d  b y

46 St John D am ascene, Or 2 de dorm., no. 14; PG, X LVI, 740.

«Ter. 31:21.

48 Peter de La Celle, Sermo 68 de ass.; PL, CCH , 850.

48 A poc. 11:19.
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t h e la m b , a n d  in d e e d  b y t h e la m b  w h ich  s t a n d s o n  t h e  

t h r o n e  o f G o d , t h u s  a b o ve  t h e  a r k  o f t h e  co ve n a n t . Co n 

s e q u en t ly t h e  a r k  ca n n o t  r e fe r  t o  Ch r is t . Acco r d in g ly, it  

ca n  r e fe r  o n ly  t o  t h e  m o th e r  o f t h e  la m b , e it h e r  e xclu s ive ly  

o r  a t  le a s t p r im a r ily. F o r , t h e Ch u r ch  is n e ve r  r e fe r r e d  

t o  a s t h e  “a r k  o f t h e  co ve n a n t ,” b u t  a lw a ys a s “t h e  Cit y  

o r  H o u s e o f G o d .”

H e r e t h e  r e fe r e n ce  t o  M a r y is s e e n  t o  b e  m o r e  fit t in g , 

b e ca u s e  t h e n  a  b e a u t ifu l co n n e ct io n  is m a d e in  t h e  t e x t  

b e tw e e n  w h a t  p r e ce d e s a n d  w h a t  fo llo w s . F o r , t h e  p r e 

ce d in g figu r e o f t h e t w o  w it n e s se s  5 0  w h o , h a vin g b e e n  

m u r d e r e d  in  Ba b ylo n , a s ce n d  in to  h e a ve n  a n d  a ft e r w a r d s  

d e s ce n d  in  o r d e r  t o  r is e  a ga in  in  t h e ir  b o d ie s , m o s t  n a t 

u r a lly co r r e s p o n d s t o t h e d e a th  o f t h e t w o p r in ce s o f 

t h e  a p o s t le s . T h is  figu r e  r e p r e s e n t s  h o w  t h e y t h e m s e lve s , 

a n d  a ls o  t h e  p o p e s  a n d  b is h o p s  m a r tyr ed  a ft e r  t h e m , live  

a ga in  in  t h e ir  s u cce s s o r s , a n d  t h u s  p u t  t o  s h a m e  t h e  e ffo r t s , 

o f h e ll t o  d e s t r o y t h e  Ch u r ch . T h is a p p lie s  e s p e cia lly t o  

t h e la s t p e r io d  o f t h e p e r s e cu t io n s u n d e r D io cle t ia n , 

fr o m  w h ich  t h e  Ch u r ch  e m e r ge d  victo r io u s . W it h  t h is  is  

m o s t  s ign ifica n t ly  lin k e d  t h e  r e fe r e n ce  t o  t h e  glo r ifica t io n  

o f t h e M o th e r a n d  Q u e e n  o f t h e Ap o s t le s a n d  o f t h e  

Ch u r ch . D u r in g t h e  fir s t p h a s e o f t h e co n flict M a r y r e 

m a in e d  o n  e a r t h ; b u t  b y  h e r  a s s u m p t io n  in t o  h e a ve n  a n d  

b y  h e r  p e r s o n a l r e tu r n  t o  life , s h e  s e r ve s  a s gu a r a n t y a n d  

s e cu r it y fo r  t h e  co n t in u a t io n  o f t h e  Ch u r ch  w h ich , s o o n  

a ft e r  t r iu m p h in g o ve r  t h e p a ga n  p e r s e cu t io n s , m u s t a t 

t a in  e ve n  o n  e a r th  t o  fu ll glo r ifica t io n .

O n  t h e o t h e r  h a n d , t h e  figu r e  o f t h e  a r k  o f t h e co ve 

n a n t , t h u s u n d e r s t o o d , le a d s t o t h a t o f t h e “w o m a n  

clo th e d  w it h  t h e s u n .” F o r , t h e a r k o f t h e co ve n a n t ,

50A poc. 11:3-12. 
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clo t h e d  w it h  t h e glo r y o f t h e Lo r d , is a s co m p le t e a n d  

a n a lo go u s a  figu r e  a s  t h e  “w o m a n  clo t h e d  w it h  t h e  s u n .” 

I n  M a r y t h is la t t e r  figu r e  m u s t  a ls o  e s p e cia lly s ym b o lize  

t h e in vin cib ilit y a n d  im m o r t a lit y o f t h e Ch u r ch  in  h e r  

s t r u ggle  a ga in s t  t h e  p o w e r s  o f d a r k n e ss , w h ich  is  e ffe ct e d  

b y h e r  b e in g clo t h e d  w it h  d ivin e  glo r y a n d  p o w e r . T h is  

a ga in  p o in t s  t o  M a r y’s b o d ily a s s u m p t io n  in to  h e a ve n .

T h e  t e s t im o n ie s o f t r a d it io n  t o  M a r y ’s b o d ily a s s u m p 

t io n  in t o h e a ve n , a n d  a ls o t h e co n t r o ve r s ie s co n ce r n in g  

it , ce n t e r  a r o u n d  t h e  fe a s t , a s  w a s  t h e  ca s e  w it h  t h e  I m 

m a cu la t e Co n ce p t io n . Bu t  h e r e  t h e r e a r e p r a ct ica lly n o  

w it n e s s e s fo r  t h e  in t r o d u ct io n  o f t h e  fe a s t , a n d  p r o b a b ly  

t h e  fe a s t it s e lf is m u ch  o ld e r  t h a n  t h e  m o s t a n cie n t a n d  

p o s it ive  t e s t im o n ie s  co n ce r n in g it  in d ica t e .5 1 M o s t  p r o b 

a b ly it w a s in t r o d u ce d  ve r y s o o n  a ft e r  t h e Co u n cil o f 

E p h e s u s  in  t h e  E a s t  a n d  W e s t , a s  t h e  fir s t  in d ivid u a l fe a s t  

o f t h e M o t h e r  o f G o d , fo r  a ll e a r lie r  o n e s w e r e a t t h e  

s a m e t im e fe a s t s o f o u r  Lo r d . By t h is fe a s t M a r y w a s  

h o n o r e d  in  h e r  o w n  p e r s o n , fo r  h e r  in d ivid u a l h o lin e s s , 

a s  a r e  o t h e r  s a in t s , o n  t h e  d a y o f h e r  “p a s s in g  a w a y,” h e r  

“p a s s in g o ve r ” o r h e r  “b ir t h  in t o h e a ve n .”

Su ch  a  r e fle ct io n  o f Ch r is t ’s a s ce n s io n  p r e s e n t s it s e lf 

n a tu r a lly in  M a r y’s a s s u m p t io n  fr o m  a d o u b le a s p e ct . 

F ir s t , it  w a s a n  e le va t io n  a b o ve  a ll cr ea t u r e s . Se co n d ly, 

it  w a s  a n  im m e d ia t e  a s s u m p t io n  o f t h e  e n t ir e  p e r s o n , s o u l 

a n d b o d y. T h is m e a n in g ca n n o t , in d e e d , b e d e d u ce d  

fr o m  t h e  n a m e it s e lf, s in ce  t h e  la t t e r  is u s e d  a t  t im e s  fo r

61 The first fixed date is given us by N icephorus Callistos ( Hist. Eccl., 
X VIII, 18; PG, CX LVII, 292), w ho tells us that about the year 600 Em 

peror M aurice m ade the κοίμησή of M ary to be celebrated on A ugust 15. 

Serm ons about the A ssum ption appear actually only in the beginning of 

the seventh century. The former feast, w hich w as celebrated in the m iddle 

of the m onth of January, m ay indeed have comm em orated M ary ’s “passing 

aw ay,” but certainly not her assum ption into heaven. 
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o t h e r  s a in t s a ls o . Bu t  n e it h e r  ca n  it  b e  in fe r r e d  fr o m  t h e  

o t h e r  n a m e s  o f t h e  fe a s t  (“fa llin g  a s le e p ,” “r e s t in g ,” “p a s s 

in g o ve r”) t h a t  in  M a r y ’s ca s e  n o th in g m o r e w a s m e a n t  

b y s u ch  e xp r e s s io n s  t h a n  in  t h e  ca s e  o f o t h e r  s a in t s .

T h e fe s t a l s e r m o n s o f t h e G r e e k F a th e r s r e m o ve a ll 

d o u b t  a s t o  t h e  p u r p o r t  o f t h e  o r ig in a l id e a  o f t h e  fe a s t .  

T h e s e cr e t p r a ye r s o f t h e Sacram entarium  Gelasianum , 

it  is t r u e , co n ta in  a  m e r e  in d ica t io n , b u t  ce r t a in ly a  s ig 

n ifica n t o n e . I t r e a d s : “Alm igh t y a n d  e t e r n a l G o d  w h o  

h a s t  w ille d  t o  co n n e ct  t h e  in e ffa b le  m ys t e r y o f t h e  W o r d  

o f T h y  T r u t h , o f T h y  o n ly-b e go t t e n  So n , t o  e a r t h ly  b o d ie s  

t h r o u gh  t h e  ve n e r a b le  a n d  glo r io u s  M a r y e ve r  Vir g in , w e  

b e s e e ch  o f T h y  clem e n cy  t h a t  b y  T h y fa vo r  w e  m a y  m e r it  

t o  a t t a in  w h a t  w e  ca ll t o  m in d  in  t h e ve n e r a t io n  o f t h is  

m ys t e r y.” 5 2 All t h e  m o r e  d is t in ct , in  t h e  Sacram entarium  

Gregorianum , is t h e  co lle ct  o f t h e  p r o ce s s io n  b e fo r e t h e  

M a ss (w h ich  is o m it t e d  in  t h e R o m a n  M is s a l, b u t w a s  

t a k e n  u p  in  m a n y “p r o p e r s ” o f t h e  M a s s  it s e lf) . I t  r e a d s :  

“M a y w e  r e ce ive  e t e r n a l h e lp , O  Lo r d , fr o m  t h e  fe s t ivit y  

w e  ce le b r a t e t h is  d a y, o n  w h ich  t h e  H o ly M o th e r  o f G o d  

u n d e r w e n t  t e m p o r a l d e a t h , b u t co u ld  n o t  b e  h e ld  d o w n  

b y  t h e  b o n d s  o f d e a th , b e ca u s e  s h e  b r o u gh t  fo r t h  T h y in 

ca r n a t e  So n , o u r  Lo r d .” 8 3 T h a t  h e r e  t h e  b o n d s  o f d e a th ,  

lik e t h e “s o r r o w s o f h e ll” in  t h e Act s o f t h e Ap o s t le s , 8 4  

s ign ify t h e  p o w e r  o f d e a t h  o ve r  t h e  b o d y, is o f it s e lf e vi

d e n t , b u t w a s s u p e r a b u n d a n t ly p o in t e d  o u t b y St . Al

b e r t t h e G r e a t .8 8

St ill m o r e fu lly is t h is d o gm a t ic co n ce p t  o f t h e fe s t a l 

t h o u gh t e xp la in e d  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  in  t h e G o t h ic o r a n -

»« PL, LX XIV , 1174.

«  PL, LXX VIII, 133.

64 A cts 2:24.
e5 St. A lbert the G reat, q. 132; see also Passaglia, op. cit., no. 1468, note 5. 
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cie n t  G a llic  M is s a l u s e d  in  G a u l b e fo r e  t h e  t im e  o f Ch a r le s  

t h e  G r e a t , a n d  n o t  o n ly in  o n e  p la ce  b u t  in  t h r e e  p la ce s , 

in  co d ice s  w h ich  go  b a ck  t o  t h e  s ix t h  ce n t u r y. I n  t h e  b e 

gin n in g it r e a d s : “T o d a y ’s in e xp lica b le  m ys t e r y o f t h e  

n o b le m o t h e r  o f o u r  Lo r d , t h e m o r e it is h e r a ld e d , t h e  

m o r e  s in gu la r  it  b e co m e s a m o n g m e n  b e ca u s e  o f t h e  a s 

s u m p t io n  o f t h e  Vir gin , w h o s e  in t e gr it y o f life  m e r it e d  h e r  

So n , a n d  w h o s e  d e a t h  h a d  n o  e q u a l.” 5 6 I n  t h e  Collectio 

post nom ina c. defunctorum  it  r e a d s : “W e  b e s e e ch  H im  

w h o  d w e lls  in  t h e  vir gin a l gu e s t -ch a m b e r ,  t h e  b r id e gr o o m  

o f t h a t  b le s s e d  n u p t ia l ch a m b e r , t h e  m a s te r  o f t h e  h o u s e , 

t h e Kin g o f t h e t e m p le w h o co n fe r r e d  s u ch  in n o ce n ce  

u p o n  H is M o t h e r , a s m a d e h e r  w o r th y t o b e a r  t h e in 

ca r n a t e G o d h ea d  w h o , u n ta in t e d b y t h is w o r ld , p r e 

s e r ve d  h e r  p u r it y o f m o r a ls , w h o  b y  r e a s o n  o f h e r  a s s u m p 

t io n  d id  n o t  e xp e r ie n ce a n y d e ca y b e ca u s e  s h e  b o r e  t h e  

a u th o r  o f life : t h is  Lo r d  w e  im p lo r e  in  H is  m e r cy t o  d e 

live r t h e d e a d  fr o m  t h e in fe r n a l r e g io n s t o t h e p la ce  

w h e r e  t h e  b o d y  o f t h e  Bles s e d  Vir g in  w a s  b o r n e  fr o m  t h e  

gr a ve .” 5 7 F in a lly a t t h e e n d  o f a  d e t a ile d  p r e fa ce , r ich  

in  t h o u gh t , it  is s a id : “R igh t ly a r t  t h o u  h a p p ily  r e ce ive d  

in  t h y a s s u m p t io n  b y H im  w h o m  t h o u  b y fa it h  d id s t  

p io u s ly  r e ce ive  t o  b e  b r o u gh t  fo r th , s o  t h a t  t h o u , w h o  w a s t  

u n ta in t e d  b y  t h is  e a r th , m igh te s t  n o t  b e  h e ld  e n clo s e d  b y  

t h e  r o ck .” 0 8

F r o m  t h is  t e xt  a ls o  it  fo llo w s  t h a t  p u r e ly  d o gm a t ic r e a 

s o n s  d e cid ed  t h e  fe a s t , ju s t  a s  t h e  o b je ct  o f t h e  fe a s t , lik e  

t h e  fe a s t s  o f o u r  Lo r d , w a s  d e s ign a t ed  a s  a  s a cr a m e n t  o r

56 PL, LXX VII, 244 ( Passaglia has “apud quam [M ariam ]” and not 

“apud quem [Filium ],” op. cit., p. 1565; see also Sacramentarium galli- 
canum, PL, LX X II, 476, in w hich the same text is to be found).

” Ibid., 245.

"Ibid., 246.
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m ys t e r y. I t  a p p ea r s  t h a t  t h is  w a s  t h e  ca s e  w it h  t h e  G r e e k s  

a ls o . T o  t h e w o r d , m ys t e r y, t h e y jo in e d  t h e s e co n d a r y  

co n ce p t , a lr e a d y give n  it  b y  St . Ba s il5 0  n a m e ly, o f a  t r u th  

w h ich  is  n o t  cle a r ly e n u n cia t e d  in  t h e  Sa cr e d  Scr ip tu r e s . 

T h e m a t t e r is e s p e cia lly cle a r  in  St . J o h n  D a m a s ce n e .  

F ir s t  h e e xp la in s t h e p u r p o r t o f t h e fe a s t d o gm a t ica lly  

a n d  a r gu e s  in  s u p p o r t  o f it . O n ly t h e n  d o e s  h e  p r o ce e d  t o  

p r e s e n t  t h e  e xt e r n a l cir cu m s t a n ce s  o f M a r y ’s  d e a th ,  w h ich  

co m e  t o  u s fr o m  t h e  s ca n t  d a t a  o f h is t o r ica l t r a d it io n .8 0  

J o h n  o f E u b o ea  a ls o e lu cid a t e d  ve r y b e a u t ifu lly t h e  

d o gm a t ic s ign ifica n ce  o f t h is  fe a s t  in  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  t e n  

o t h e r  fe a s t s  o f o u r  Lo r d  a n d  H is  M o t h e r . H e  w r it e s : “Be 

s id e s  t h e  fu ll r o u n d  o f t e n  s o le m n it ie s , w e  ce le b r a t e  a ls o  

t h e  life -b e a r in g d o r m it io n  o f t h e  M o t h e r  o f G o d . W e  d o  

s o a ft e r t h e a s ce n s io n  in to h e a ve n  o f o u r Lo r d  J e s u s  

Ch r is t a n d  t h e d e s ce n t o f t h e m o s t h o ly a n d  vivifyin g  

Sp ir it u p o n  t h e b le s s e d  a p o s t le s . T h is is ca lle d  b o t h  a  

gr e a t a n d  t h e fin a l fe a s t , b e ca u s e it is t h e co m p le t io n  

o f t h e b e n ign  e co n o m y o f o u r Lo r d  a n d  G o d .” 6 1 T h e  

G r e e k t e xt is s o m e w h a t  co r r u p t , b u t t ir e s e n s e , a s h e r e  

give n , is e vid e n t .

Be ca u s e  o f t h e  la ck  o f e xp lic it  a n d  p o s it ive  t e s t im o n ie s  

fr o m  t h e Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s a n d  t r a d it io n , a  d o u b t  a s t o  

t h e s o u n d n e s s o f t h e  fe s t a l id e a  s e e m s t o  h a ve  a r is en  in  

t h e  E a s t  in  t h e  s e ve n th  ce n tu r y. Bu t  it  w a s  o f a  t e m p o r a r y  

n a t u r e , s o  t h a t  s in ce  t h e  e igh t h  ce n t u r y t h e  E a s t e r n  t r a d i

t io n is u n a n im o u s a n d d e cis ive , a n d a ll t h e E a s t e r n  

Ch u r ch e s ce le b r a t e t h e  fe a s t  in  t h e s e n s e o f t h e b o d ily  

a s s u m p t io n .

”  St. Basil, Lib. de Spir. S. c.27, no. 66; PG, X XX II, 189.

60 St. John D amascene, Or. 2 de dorm.; PG, X CVI, 724-29.

81 John of Euboea, Or. in concept, s. Deip., no. 22; PG, X CV I, 1497; see 

also A . Ballerini, Sy  Hoge monumentorum . . . , I, 101.
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T h e Ar m e n ia n s e ve n in s e r t e d t h is m e a n in g o f t h e  

b o d ily a s s u m p t io n  in  t h e ir  p r o fe s s io n  o f u n it y ( 13 4 2  ) in  

t h e s e  w o r d s : “T h e  Ch u r ch  o f t h e  Ar m e n ia n s  b e lie ve s  a n d  

h o ld s t h a t , b y t h e p o w e r  o f Ch r is t , t h e H o ly M o th e r  o f 

G o d  w a s b o d ily a s s u m ed  in t o h e a ve n .” 8 2 At t h e G r e e k  

s ch is m a t ic s yn o d  o f J e r u s a le m  (16 72 ) , h e ld  a ga in s t t h e  

P r o te s t a n t s , s o m e ve r y d e cis ive a n d  b e a u t ifu l e xp la n a 

t io n s o n  t h is s u b je ct w e r e q u o t e d  fr o m  va r io u s s e r m o n s  

o f Cyr il Lu ca r is w h o m  t h e P r o t e s t a n t s h a d  cla im e d  a s  

t h e ir  o w n , a s p r o o fs o f h is o r t h o d o x d o ct r in e .6 3

I n  t h e W e s t , a ft e r t h e t im e o f Ch a r le m a gn e , m u ch  

d o u b t  w a s  a r o u s e d  b y  t h e  le t t e r  o f P s e u d o -J e r o m e , p o in t 

in g  o u t t h e  la ck  o f r e lia b le  d o cu m e n t s a n d  t h e  d a n ge r  o f 

fo llo w in g t h e a p o cr yp h a . T h e  w r it e r , o t h e r w is e  a  cleve r  

t h e o lo gia n , a llo w s t h e d e fe n d e r s o f t h e b o d ily a s s u m p 

t io n  t o a d va n ce n o th in g m o r e t h a n  t h e a n a lo g ie s fr o m  

t h e  le ge n d  a b o u t  t h e d e a t h  o f J o h n  t h e E va n ge lis t , a n d  

fr o m  t h e  t e xt  o f t h e  Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s  co n ce r n in g t h e  ju s t  

w h o  r o s e  w it h  Ch r is t . I n  s o  fa r  a s  t h e  r e s u r r e ct io n  o f t h e s e  

la t t e r  w a s  p e r m a n e n t , a s is  p r o b a b ly t h e ca s e , h e  a d m it s  

t h a t  fr o m  t h is t h e  co n clu s io n  ca n  b e  d r a w n  fo r  t h e  r e s u r 

r e ct io n  o f M a r y, a n d  t h e n  co n clu d es , “t h a t w e d o n o t  

d e n y t h is fa ct co n ce r n in g t h e Bles s e d  Vir gin  M a r y, a l

t h o u gh  fo r  t h e s a k e  o f p r u d e n ce ( t h a t  d o u b t fu l m a t t e r s  

m a y n o t  b e  a cce p t e d  a s  ce r t a in  ) it  is  m o r e  fit t in g t o  h o ld  

t h e o p in io n  o u t o f a  p io u s d e s ir e , r a t h e r t h a n  t o d e fin e  

in co n s id e r a t e ly w h a t  ca n n o t  b e  k n o w n  fo r  ce r t a in  w it h 

o u t  d a n ge r  o f e r r o r .” 6 4

Als o  t h e  w r it e r  o f t h e  h o m ily, fo u n d  a m o n g St . Au gu s -

62 M ansi, SS. Conciliorum nova collectio, X XV (1782), 1218.

es H ardouin, Acta Conciliorum . . . , X I (1715), 198  f.

M  Pseudo-Jerom e (= Pash. Radbert), Epist. Cogitis me; PL, X X X, 124  

(de parenthesis is taken from  123).
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t in e ’s w o r k s , In assum ptione beatae Virginis, w a r n s  

a ga in s t  t h e  a p o cr yp h a  a n d  s t a t e s  t h a t  Ca t h o lic h is t o r ica l 

a u t h o r it y is la ck in g co n ce r n in g t h e  fa ct  a n d  “m a n n e r  in  

w h ich  t h e  Vir gin  M a r y p a s s e d  fr o m  h e r e  t o  t h e  h e a ve n ly  

r e g io n s”; t h a t it w o u ld  b e fo o lis h , h o w e ve r , t o lo o k fo r  

h e r  b o d y o n  e a r t h , s in ce  e ve n  t h e  b o d y o f M o s e s is n o t  

t o  b e  fo u n d  h e r e ; t h a t  w e  n e e d  n o t b e  co n ce r n e d  a b o u t  

t h e  p la ce  w h e r e  h e r  b o d y  r e s t s ; it  is  s u ffic ie n t  t o  k n o w  t h a t  

M a r y, a s Q u ee n  o f An ge ls , r e ign s in  h e a ve n .8 5

T h e  d o u b t s  a r o u se d  b y t h a t le t t e r  o b t a in e d  la r ge  a n d  

s t e a d y cir cu la t io n  b y  t h e  in s e r t io n  o f t h e  e xce r p t  in  q u e s 

t io n  in t o  t h e  Hom iliarium  o f Ch a r le s  t h e  G r e a t 8 8  a n d  la t e r  

in t o  m a n y  b r e via r ie s . Sim ila r ly, a  m e m o r a n d u m , b a s e d  o n  

t h is le t t e r , w a s in s e r t e d  in  t h e M a r t yr o lo gy o f St . Ad o  

o f Vie n n e ,8 7 a n d  fr o m  t h e r e  in  t h a t  o f U s u a r d . I n  t h e  la t t e r  

it  r e a d s  a s  fo llo w s : “W h e r e  t h a t  ve n e r a b le  t e m p le  o f t h e  

H o ly G h o s t is co n ce a le d  b y d ivin e w ill a n d  d e cr e e , t h e  

Ch u r ch  d e vo u t ly p r e fe r r e d  n o t t o k n o w , r a th e r  t h a n  t o  

t e a ch  s o m e t h in g fr ivo lo u s o r a p o cr yp h a l w h ich  h a d  t o  

b e  h e ld .” 8 8  I t  is  r e m a r k a b le  t h a t  t h e  fe a r  o f t h e  a p o cr yp h a  

w a s  a r o u s e d  h e r e  b y a n  a p o cr yp h a l d o cu m e n t ! 8 9

Aga in s t t h e s e o u t w a r d  o b je ct io n s , t h e a u th o r  o f t h e  

Tractatus de assum ptione B.V.70 ve n tu r ed o n ly w it h  

t im id it y t o a s s e r t t h e t h e o lo g ica l r e a s o n s . T h e fa ct t h a t  

s o o n  h e  h im s e lf w a s  t h o u gh t  t o  b e  St . Au gu s t in e  d id  m u ch

85 Pseudo-A ugustine (=A mbrose A utpertus), Serm, 208 de ass., no. 2; PL, 
X X XIX , 2130.

88 PL, X CV, 1490, 1497-1504.

87 A do of V ienna, Martyrol., Libellus de festiv. apost. et relig., 4 Idus 
Sept.; PL, CX XH I, 202.

88 U suardus, Martyrol., 18 K ai. Sept., PL, CX XIV, 365 ( the sam e text as 
found in A do).

89 The apocryphal document in question is the Epistola, Cogitis me, 
ascribed to St. Jerom e.

70 Pseudo-Augustine (Anonym ous), Liber de ass.; see note 29 supra. 
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t o w e a k e n  t h e o b je ct io n  b a s e d  o n  t h e a u t h o r it y o f t h e  

P s e u d o -J e r o m e , a n d  t o  ju s t ify t h e  t h e o lo g ica l r e a s o n in g  

a ga in s t  t h e  o n e -s id e d  s t a n d p o in t  o f t h e  e xe ge t e a n d  h is 

t o r ia n .71 I t  w a s t h is t h e o lo g ica l r e a s o n in g, t o ge th e r  w it h  

t h e  a p p e a l t o  t h e  o r a t io n  Veneranda, b u t  b y  n o  m e a n s  a n y  

r e ga r d  fo r t h e M a r ia n  le gen d  fr o m  w h ich , o n ly in ci

d e n t a lly, t h e t e xt fr o m  P s e u d o -D io n ys iu s w a s t a k e n , 

w h ich  co n fir m e d  t ir e  e ve r  gr o w in g co n vict io n  a m o n g t h e  

t h e o lo gia n s o f t h e  M id d le  Age s . I t  is  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  a id  o f 

t h e s u p p o s e d ly h is t o r ica l t r a d it io n a n d  o f m a n y n o n -  

ge n u in e  t e x t s  fr o m  t ir e F a th e r s  72 w a s  la t e r  in vo k e d . Bu t  

t h is  o n ly  r e s u lt e d  in  e xp o s in g  t h e  d o ct r in e  t o  n e w  a t t a ck s ,  

w h ich  d id  n o t  fa il t o  a p p e a r .

T h e  r e n e w a l o f t h e  co n t r o ve r s y  in  t h e  s e ve n t e e n t h  ce n 

t u r y t o o k  p la ce  a s a  r e s u lt  o f t h e fa ct  t h a t t h e ca th e d r a l 

ch a p t e r o f P a r is r e q u e s te d  t h e ca n ce lla t io n  o f t h e n o te  

in  t h e  U s u a r d  M a r t yr o lo gy, t h e r e  in  u s e . Ca n o n  J o ly, t o 

ge th e r  w it h  La u n o y,73 w h o w e r e la t e r jo in e d  b y T ille -  

m o n t 74 a n d  t o a  ce r t a in  e xt e n t  b y Ale xa n d e r  N a t a lis ,75  

r e n e w e d  t h e cr it ica l o b je ct io n s  in  b e h a lf o f t h e  m o d e r a 

t io n  o f t h e  Ch u r ch , a n d  in clu d e d  a ls o  t h e  a n cie n t  p a t r is t ic  

a n d  lit u r gica l d o cu m e n t s .

I n  t h e  r e b u t t a ls , w h ich  h a ve s in ce a p p e a r e d , t h e a u 

t h o r s , u n fo r t u n a t e ly, w e r e  o ft e n  le d  fr o m  t h e  p u r e ly t h e 

o lo g ica l s t a n d p o in t t o t h e d e fe n s e  o f d o cu m e n t s w h ich  

w e r e in ca p a b le  o f d e fe n s e  o r  w e r e  u s e le s s . E ve n  La n a ,  

w h o  s h a r p ly  cr it ic is e d  t h e  fa u lt s  o f h is  p r e d e ce s s o r s , w e n t  

h im s e lf t o o  fa r . H o w e ve r , h is  w a s  t h e  m o s t  co m p le t e  a n d

71 This w as clearly seen by St. A lbert the G reat, Mariale, q. 131 (edited  

by  Jam m y, X X, 89), and also by St. Thomas, Illa, q.27, a. 1 corp.

72 E.g., St. Peter Canisius, De virg. Deip., lib. 5, cap. 4 et 5.

73 See Bellam y, art “A ssom ption,” in Diet, de théol. cath., I, 2131.

74 Tillemont, Mémoires, etc., I, Notes sur la S.V ., 16.

75 N atal. A lexander, Historia Ecclesiastica, Saec. 2, cap. 4, art 3. 
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u n ive r s a l r e fu t a t io n  76 o f t h e  cr it ica l o b je ct io n s , s o  fa r  a s  

t h is  ca n  b e  given .

Acco r d in g t o w h a t h a s b e e n  s a id  s o fa r , a d o gm a t ic  

d e fin it io n  o f M a r y ’s b o d ily a s s u m p t io n  w o u ld  b e  ju s t a s  

p o s s ib le  a s  w a s  t h a t  o f t h e  I m m a cu la t e  Co n ce p t io n . W h e n  

w e co n s id e r t h e in n e r r e la t io n s h ip  b e t w e e n  t h e s e t w o  

d o ct r in e s , a n d  e s p e cia lly w h a t  h a s b e e n  e xp la in ed  co n 

ce r n in g t h e t e x t s fr o m  t h e Ap o ca lyp s e , t h e d o gm a t ic  

d e fin it io n  w o u ld  a p p e a r  m o s t  a p p r o p r ia t e  fo r  o u r  t im e s . 

I n  a n y ca s e , s u ch  a  d e fin it io n  w o u ld  n o t o n ly fu lfill t h e  

p io u s  d e s ir e s  fo r  M a r y’s  co m p le t e  glo r ifica t io n , b u t  w o u ld  

a ls o d e fin e  a  d o gm a  w h ich  o ccu p ie s a n  im p o r t a n t p o s i

t io n  in  t ir e w h o le s ys t e m  o f d o ct r in e s , a m o n g o t h e r s , 

M a r y’s a s s u m p t io n  a s a  co u n te r p a r t o f Ch r is t ’s r e s u r r e c 

t io n .

I t  co u ld  b e  s a id  t h a t , a s  Ch r is t ’s  r e s u r r e ct io n , s t r ik in g ly  

e s t a b lis h e d  b y e ye w it n e s s e s , fo r m s t h e  m a t e r ia l a n d  fo r 

m a l fo u n d a t io n  o f Ch r is t ia n  fa it h  a n d  h o p e , s o M a r y ’s  

r e s u r r e ct io n , w h ich  is gu a r a n t e ed  t o ge t h e r  w it h  a n d  b y  

t h a t o f Ch r is t a n d  fo r m s o n ly t h e m a t e r ia l co n t e n t s o f 

fa ith , is  n e xt  t o  Ch r is t  t h e  clim a x  o f fa it h  in  t h e  o b je ct ive ly  

a cco m p lis h e d  w o r k  o f r e d e m p t io n  a n d  fo r m s  a  s e co n d a r y  

gu a r a n ty  o f Ch r is t ia n  h o p e . T h u s s t a t e d , t h e  a n a lo gy a s  

w e ll a s t h e e s s e n t ia l d iffe r e n ce b e t w e e n  b o t h  fa ct s is  

e m p h a s ize d .

O n  t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e d iffe r e n ce is m in im ize d  t o o  

m u ch  w h e n  it is a s s e r t e d , t h a t a ll in t e r n a l r e a s o n s fo r  

Ch r is t ’s r e s u r r e ct io n  h o ld  a ls o  p r o p o r t io n a lly fo r  t h a t  o f 

M a r y, o r  w h e n  t h e la t t e r  a n d  t h e fo r m e r  a r e p r e s e n te d  

a lik e  a s e s t a b lis h e d  a n d  h a n d e d  d o w n  o n  t h e  t e s t im o n y  

o f t h e  t w e lve  a p o s t le s  a s e ye w it n e s s e s .

"Lana, 1880.
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CH AP TE R  I X

Mary’s Supernatural Activity

B
E F O R E  co n s id e r in g t h e a ct ivit y t h e M o th e r  o f t h e  

R e d e e m e r  d is p la ye d  in  t h e  w o r k  o f r e d e m p t io n , it  

w ill b e  w e ll fo r  u s  t o  d e fin e  h e r  s p e cia l vo ca t io n  a n d  h e r  

ca p a b ilit y w it h  r e ga r d  t o  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l a ct ivit y w h ich  

r e s u lt s  fr o m  t h e  d is t in gu is h in g  m a r k  o f h e r  p e r s o n  o r  fr o m  

t h e gr a ce o f h e r  m o t h e r h o o d .

T h e  gr a ce  o f h e r  m o t h e r h o o d  is  t h e  p r in cip le  o f a  s u p e r 

n a tu r a l a ct ivit y  s p e cifica lly h e r  o w n , a n a lo go u s  t o  Ch r is t ’s  

gr a ce  o f u n io n  in  H is  h u m a n ity. I t  e n d o w s t h is a ct ivit y  

w it h  a  p o w e r  a n d  d ign it y a ll it s  o w n .

T h is  p o w e r  o f M a r y m u s t  n o t  b e  t r a ce d  t o  t h e  fa ct  t h a t  

h e r  a ct ivit y s im p ly p r o ce e d s  fr o m  a n d  b e lo n gs  t o  a  d ivin e  

p e r s o n . I t r e m a in s t h a t o f a cr e a t e d  b e in g u n it e d  w it h  

Ch r is t  a n d  G o d  a s  H is  b r id e . Bu t  fr o m  t h a t  p a r t icu la r  r e la 

t io n s h ip  it d r a w s a d is t in ct ive p o w e r a n d  d ign it y. T o  

t h a t  e xt e n t , t h e r e fo r e , h e r  s u p e r n a t u r a l a ct ivit y m u s t  b e  

co n s t it u t ed  lik e  t h a t  o f o t h e r  h u m a n  b e in gs .

T h e d is t in gu is h in g m a r k o f h e r p e r so n  a s b r id e o f 

Ch r is t is co n ce ive d  fu lly in  h e r  ca p a cit y o f b e a r e r  a n d  

t e m p le o f t h e H o ly G h o s t . Lik e w is e , t h e  fo u n d a t io n  fo r  

t h is s p e cia l p o w er  a n d  d ign it y o f h e r  a ct ivit y m u s t b e  

t r a ce d  t o t h is ca p a city o f h e r  p e r s o n . T h u s it m u s t b e  

fo u n d  fo r m a lly in  t h e  fa ct  t h a t M a r y is t h e  o r ga n  o f t h e  

H o ly G h o s t , w h o w o r k s in  h e r in  t h e s a m e w a y t h a t  

Ch r is t ’s h u m a n it y is t h e in s t r u m e n t o f t h e Lo go s . An d  

18 5  
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t h is  in  a  m o r e  co m p le t e  a n d  d is t in ct ive  s e n s e  t h a n  ca n  b e  

t h e ca s e in  o t h e r  cr ea t e d  b e in gs .

F o r  t h is r e a s o n  M a r y’s s u p e r n a t u r a l a ct ivit y a n s w e r 

in g t o  t h is d is t in gu is h in g m a r k  is fu r th e r  d e fin e d  a s fo l

lo w s .

M a r y  t h e  D y n a m ic  a n d  A u t h o r i t a t iv e  O r g a n  

o f  t h e  H o l y  G h o s t

Aft e r  t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f t h e  So n  o f G o d , M a r y a p p ea r s  

a s  a  d yn a m ic  a n d  a u t h o r it a t ive  o r ga n  o f t h e  H o ly G h o s t 1 

in  t lie p h ys ica l in flu e n ce s h e e xe r cis e s u p o n  t h e fo r m a 

t io n  a n d  co n s t it u t in g o f Ch r is t ’s b o d y a n d  H is co r p o r a l 

life  t h r o u gh  t h e  n a tu r a l s t r e n gh  o f h e r  h e a r t  a n d  s o u l; t h is  

in flu e n ce is m o ve d  a n d  s u s t a in e d  b y t h e p o w e r o f t h e  

H o ly G h o s t . Sh e co o p e r a t e s in  t h e b ir t h  o f t h e So n  o f 

G o d  ad extra w h e n  H e  is give n  t o  m a n k in d , o r  h e lp s t o  

r e a lize  t h e  e ffu s io n  o f t h e  e t e r n a l Ligh t  in t o  t h e  w o r ld .

1 Scheeben speaks about the activity of Christ’s hum an nature. The 

Scholastics speak of a physically instrum ental activity; but, like the G reek  

Fathers, he prefers “dynamic.” Scheeben w rites: “This pow er of Christ ap

pears as a participation in the supernatural spiritual pow er of G od in gen

eral, w hich extends itself to all actions relating to the salvation of m ankind, 

and consequently not only to the physical actions in the narrow er sense of 

the w ord.” Thus expressed, this pow er includes an authoritative character 

as against a purely  imperative, m eritorious one.

I n  t h is r e s p e ct , t o  t h e  e xclu s io n  o f a ll o t h e r  cr ea t u r e s , 

M a r y a lo n e co o p e r a t e s in  t h is m o s t s u b lim e a n d  s u p e r 

n a tu r a l w o r k  o f G o d , a n d  s h e  d o e s  t h is  in  a  m a n n e r  s u p e r 

la t ive ly m o r e p e r fe ct  t h a n  t h e co o p e r a t io n  o f a n y o t h e r  

cr e a t u r e in  t h e s u p e r n a t u r a l w o r k s  o f G o d , a s , e .g ., t h e  

d is p e n s e r s  o f t h e  s a cr a m e n t s . F o r , in  u n io n  w it h  t h e  H o ly  

G h o s t , M a r y  e xe r cise s  a n  in t r in s ic in flu e n ce  u p o n  t h e  s u b 

s t a n ce  o f t h e s u p e r n a t u r a l p r o d u ct b y h e r o w n  n a tu r a l 

s t r e n gt h . Sh e  co m m u n ica t e s  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l gift  o f G o d  
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t o t h e w o r ld  a s a  gift  w h ich  is give n  t o h e r fir s t , o r  co 

p r o d u ce d  b y h e r . T h u s  in  t h is  w o r k  a n d  t h is gift  o f G o d  

s h e p a r t icip a t e s n o t a s a m e r e b e a r e r o f t h e d ivin e  

s t r e n g th  o r  a s a  m e r e d e le ga t e fr o m  G o d .

T h is s p e cific a ct ivit y r e s u lt in g fr o m  t h e gr a ce o f h e r  

d ivin e  m o t h e r h o o d  is t h e  o n ly s u p e r n a t u r a l a ct ivit y o f a  

d yn a m ic a n d  a u t h o r it a t ive n a t u r e p r o p e r t o M a r y, a t  

le a s t  in  t h e  o r d in a r y  m a n n e r , a n d  a s  a  q u a s i-n a tu r a l w e d 

d in g gift a t t a ch e d  t o t h e gr a ce o f h e r  m o t h e r h o o d . I n  

r e s p e ct  t o  t h e  e ffe ct s  o f G o d ’s gr a ce  in  o t h e r s , M a r y d o e s  

n o t  p o s s e s s  t h a t  k in d  o f d yn a m ic  a ct ivit y e xe r cis e d  b y  t h e  

o r ga n s  o f t h e  Ch u r ch , a s  fo r  in s t a n ce  t h e  vica r s  o f Ch r is t  

in  t h e d is p e n s in g o f t h e s a cr a m e n t s . F a r  le s s d o e s s h e  

p o s s e s s  t h a t  a ct ivit y  w h ich , a s  t h e  in ca r n a t e  W o r d , Ch r is t  

e xe r cis e s b y H is o w n  e t e r n a l Sp ir it , a n d in  w h ich  H is  

fle s h  p a r t ic ip a t e s  a s  fle s h  o f t h e  W o r d  u n d e r  t h e  fo r m  o f 

p h ys ica l b e a r e r o f t h e p o w e r o f t h e e t e r n a l Sp ir it .

H o w e ve r , M a r y ’s  d yn a m ic a n d  s u p e r n a tu r a l a ct ivit y  in  

t h e  b ir t h  o f Ch r is t  is t h e  e m in en t  a n d  s p e cific p r o t o t yp e  

fo r t h e in t e n d e d  a ct ivit y in  t h e o r ga n s o f t h e Ch u r ch . 

So  fa r  a s t h e a ct ivit y o f t h e la t t e r  d e p e n d s o n  t h e p r in 

cip le  o f gr a ce  b o m  o f M a r y, it  is  in clu d e d  a ls o  in  M a r y ’s  

d yn a m ic a ct ivit y, s o  t h a t  it  ca n  b e  r e ga r d e d  a s  it s r e fle c

t io n  a n d  e xt e n s io n .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , b y t h e  fa ct  t h a t  M a r y’s  d yn a m ic a c 

t ivit y a im s  a t  Ch r is t ’s  a ct ivit y a n d  h e lp s  t o  b r in g  it  a b o u t ,  

h e r s  is  r e la t ed  t o  H is  in  s u ch  a  m a n n e r  t h a t  t h e  e ffe ct s  o f 

H is  a ct ivit y ca n  b e  a s cr ib e d , b y p a r t ic ip a t io n , t o  h e r  a ls o  

a s t o  a  d yn a m ic a n d  co o p e r a t in g fa cto r .

M a r y’s fle s h  a n d  b lo o d  in  n o  w is e  p o s s e s s  a  s p e cia l, in 

h e r e n t , a n d  vivifyin g  p o w e r  a s is p r o p e r  t o  t h e  fle s h  a n d  

b lo o d  o f t h e  Lo go s . T o  t h e  vivifyin g fle s h  o f Ch r is t  h e r s  
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is  o n ly a s  t h e  e a r t h  im p r egn a t e d  b y  t h e  d e w  o f t h e  H o ly  

G h o s t . Bu t  h e r  w o m b  is  a n d  r e m a in s  t h e  o r ig in a l s e a t  a n d  

h e r  h e a r t t h e livin g r o o t o f Ch r is t ’s vivifyin g fle s h , a n d  

t o  t h a t  e xte n t  e ve r y a ct ivit y o f Ch r is t  ca n  b e  r e ga r d e d  a s  

a r is in g fr o m  h e r  w o m b  a n d  e s p e cia lly fr o m  h e r  h e a r t , a s  

t h e  in s t r u m e n t  o f t h e  H o ly G h o s t .

Sp e c i f ic  a n d  Su p e r n a t u r a l  V a l u e  

o f  M a r y ’s  A c t io n s

Be s id e s t h is s p e cia l a n d s u p e r n a t u r a l d yn a m ic a c 

t ivit y, t h e  d is t in gu is h in g  m a r k  o f M a r y’s  p e r s o n  a t t a ch e s ,  

in  n o le s s d e gr e e , a s p e cific a n d  s u p e r n a t u r a l va lu e t o  

h e r m o r a l a ct io n s a n d  a ls o a  m o r a l a n d  ju d ic ia l p o w e r  

a n s w e r in g t h e r e to .

T h e  a ct io n s  o f t h e  M o th e r  o f G o d  m a y  b e  r e ga r d e d  o b 

je c t ive ly a s m a r k s o f h o n o r  a n d  s e r vice  t o w a r d  G o d . As  

s u ch  t h e ir  in n e r  a n d  s p e cific va lu e is b a s e d  o n  t h e fa ct  

t h a t  h e r  m a t e r n a l s e r vice s  t o  h e r  So n  h o n o r  G o d  in  a  ve r y  

s p e cia l w a y, a n d  t h a t t h e va lu e o f Ch r is t ’s r e ligio u s a c 

t io n s a n d  t h e o ffe r in g co m p r ise d  t h e r e in  is , in  a  s p e cia l 

m a n n e r , in clu d e d  in M a r y’s m a t e r n a l o ffe r in g o f t h e s e  

a c t io n s . T h a t  h e r  a ct io n s  m igh t  p o s s e s s  t h a t  s p e cific va lu e  

a n s w e r in g  t o  t h e ir  o b je ct , t h e y  m u s t  b e  p e r fo r m e d  in  G o d ’s  

b r id a l m a n n e r , a n d  t h u s s p r in g fr o m  a p r o p o r t io n a t e ly  

e m in e n t , a b u n d a n t , a n d  s u p e r n a t u r a l flo w  o f gr a ce  fr o m  

t h e  H o ly  G h o s t . H e n ce , t h e  s p e cific  va lu e  o f t h e s e  a ct io n s ,  

i.e ., t h e ir  s p e cific h o lin e s s a n d  a gr e e a b le n e s s t o G o d , is  

b a s e d  o n  t h e s p e cia l d ign it y w h ich  b e lo n gs t o M a r y’s  

p e r s o n  a s b r id e o f t h e Lo go s a n d  b e a r e r o f t h e H o ly  

G h o s t , a n d  b y vir t u e  o f w h ich  s h e  s t a n d s  in  fit t in g  r e la 

t io n  t o t h e d ign it y o f t h e o b je ct a n d  p u r p o r t o f h e r  a c 

t io n s .
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T h e  va lu e  o f M a r y ’s  a ct io n s , r e s u lt in g  fr o m  t h e  d ign it y  

o f h e r  p e r s o n , m u s t  b e  d e fin e d  in  a  m a n n e r  a n a lo go u s  t o  

t h e  s p e cific va lu e  o f Ch r is t ’s a ct io n s , s o  t h a t  t h is  is  d u e  t o  

t h e s e  a ct io n s  in  t h a t  t h e y p r o ce e d  fr o m  t h e  in s t r u m e n t  o f 

a  d ivin e  P e r s o n , a n d , b e in g in s p ir e d  b y h is  P e r s o n , t h e y  

a r e a ls o s u s t a in e d  b y P lim .

W h e n  t h e  Ap o s t le  s a ys o f o t h e r  livin g t e m p le s o f t h e  

H o ly G h o s t ,2 t h a t t h e H o ly G h o s t “p r a ys in  t h e m  w it h  

u n u t t e r a b le s igh s ,” t h is  s t a t e m e n t  is a ll t h e  m o r e  t r u e  o f 

M a r y. F o r , s h e  is  t h e  p r o t o t yp e  o f t h e  Ch u r ch . I n  h e r  p u b 

lic w o r s h ip  a n d  p r a ye r s t h e Ch u r ch  p o s s e s s e s a  s p e cific  

a n d  s u p e r n a t u r a l p o w e r  a n d  d ign it y in  s o  fa r  a s  s h e  is  t h e  

in s t r u m e n t  o f t h e  H o ly G h o s t  w h o  w o r k s  in  a n d  b y h e r . 

T h is  h a p p e n s in  a  m a n n e r  a n a lo go u s t o  t h e  d ivin e  W is 

d o m  o f t h e  O ld  T e s t a m e n t  w h o , p r io r  t o H is  h yp o s t a t ic  

u n io n  w it h  a  h u m a n  n a t u r e , w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  fu n ct io n 

in g  lit u r gica lly in  t h e  p r ie s th o o d  o f Aa r o n . 3

T h u s co n ce ived , M a r y ’s r e lig io u s a ct ivit y, lik e  t h a t  o f 

Ch r is t  a n d  t h e  Ch u r ch , h a s  n a t u r a lly a  s u p e r n a t u r a l a n d  

m o r a lly ju d icia l p o w e r , n o t  o n ly fo r  h e r  o w n  p e r s o n , b u t  

fo r  o t h e r s  a ls o , in d e e d , fo r  m a n k in d  a s  a  w h o le , a n d  t h a t  

fr o m  t w o  a s p e ct s , fr o m  it s  o b je ct  a s  w e ll a s  it s  p r in cip le .

I t  s t a n d s t o r e a so n  t h a t t h is o b vio u s p o w e r  o f M a r y ’s  

a ct io n s , lik e t h e ir in n e r va lu e , d iffe r s e s s e n t ia lly fr o m  

t h a t o f Ch r is t a n d  b e a r s a n  e n t ir e ly d iffe r e n t ch a r a ct e r .  

T h e a ct io n s p e r fo r m e d b y Ch r is t t o t h e a d va n t a ge o f 

o t h e r s p o s s e s s in  t h e m s e lve s  a  p o w e r  w h ich  is p e r fe ct ly  

m e r ito r io u s a n d in t r in s ica lly ca p a b le o f m e r it in g a n d  

a p p lyin g a t  w ill. T h o s e  o f M a r y h a ve a  p o w e r  w h ich  is  

o n ly  im p e r fe ct ly  m e r it o r io u s  a n d  e s s e n t ia lly s u p p lica to r y.

2 Rom. 8:26.

8 Ecclus. 24:14.
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I n  t h e ca s e o f Ch r is t  w e  s p e a k o f a ct io n s m e r ito r io u s in  

t h e m s e lve s , o f M a r y o n ly o f m e r it o b t a in e d  fr o m  G o d  

t h r o u gh  p r a ye r . Bu t , u n lik e  t h e  in t e r ce s s io n  o f t h e  s a in t s , 

t h e  p r a ye r  o f t h e b r id e o f Ch r is t , t h e  in s t r u m e n t  o f t h e  

H o ly G h o s t , t h e  fir s t -b o r n  d a u gh t e r  o f t h e  F a t h e r , b e a r s  

t h e ch a r a ct e r o f p r a ye r  e m in e n t ly h o ly a n d  p le a s in g t o  

G o d , a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  a u t h o r it a t ive , in  t h e  s a m e  s e n s e  

in  w h ich  t h e  p o w e r  o f t h e  Ch u r ch ’s  b le s s in g  is  u n d e r s t o o d . 

F o r , lik e  t h e p r a ye r  o f t h e Ch u r ch , t h a t o f M a r y is p r e 

e m in e n t ly a  gem itus colum bae (m u r m u r  o f a  d o ve ) , in  

w h ich  is h e a r d  t h e m u r m u r  o f t h e  H o ly G h o s t  H im s e lf.

M a r y ’s  A c t iv i t y  C l o s e l y  R e l a t e d  

t o  Th a t  o f  C h r i s t

I t is e vid e n t t h a t t h e e n t ir e s u p e r n a t u r a l a ct ivit y t o  

w h ich  M a r y  is  ca lle d  b y  vir t u e  o f t h e  gr a ce  o f h e r  m o th e r 

h o o d  ca n  b e  e xe r cis ed  o n ly  in  d e p e n d e n ce  o n  a n d  in  u n io n  

a n d  co m m u n ica t io n  w it h  t h a t  o f Ch r is t . I n  t h is Ca t h o lic  

id e a  o f M a r y a s t h e  n e w  E ve , t h e b r id e  o f t h e  h e a ve n ly  

Ad a m , a n d  t h e  in s t r u m e n t  o f t h e  H o ly G h o s t , w e  s e e  h e r  

r e a lly ca lle d  a n d  e n a b le d  t o p a r t ic ip a t e in  t h e a ct ivit y  

a n d  in flu e n ce o f Ch r is t in  a n  in t im a te a n d  fa r - r e a ch in g  

m a n n e r . An d  in d e e d  it  is b u t  fit t in g t h a t  h e r  p o w e r  a n d  

a ct ivit y  s h o u ld  fo r m  a n  in t e gr a l p a r t , fo r e s e e n  a n d  d e fin e d  

b y G o d  H im s e lf, in  t h e  w o r k  w h ich  Ch r is t w a s s e n t t o  

p e r fo r m .

T h e  co m m u n ity o f p o w e r  a n d  a ct ivit y b e tw e e n  Ch r is t  

a n d  M a r y is s o  clo s e  a n d  a ll- e m b r a cin g  t h a t  n o w h e r e  o n  

e a r th  ca n  a  p e r fect  lik e n e s s  o f it  b e  fo u n d  in  t h e  co o p e r a 

t io n  o f a n y t w o  p e r s o n s . I t  ca n  b e  u n d e r s to o d  a n d  va lu e d  

a r igh t o n ly b y t h e s u p e r n a t u r a l p r o to t yp e w h ich  it h a s  

in  t h e  co m m u n ity o f a ct io n  b e t w e e n  t h e  H o ly G h o s t  a n d  
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t h e Lo go s , b e t w e e n  t h e h u m a n it y a n d  t h e d ivin it y o f 

Ch r is t , a s w e ll a s b y t h e w o n d e r fu l co m m u n it y o f life  

b e t w e e n  Ch r is t  a n d  M a r y  b e fo r e  H is  b ir th . I n  d ie  n a tu r a l 

o r d e r , t h e co o p e r a t io n  a n d m u t u a l in flu e n ce o n  e a ch  

o t h e r  o f h e a d  a n d  h e a r t  p r o vid e  t h e  o n ly fit t in g  a n a lo gu e . 

O r  r a t h e r , t h e  d yn a m ic  a n d  m u t u a l r e la t io n  o f a ct in g  a n d  

s u ffe r in g e xis t in g b e t w e e n  t h e  h e a d  a n d  t h e  h e a r t , fin d s  

h e r e  it s m o s t  p e r fe ct  r e a liza t io n  in  t h e  d yn a m ic r e la t io n  

o f b o t h  p e r s o n s .

I t s h o u ld  b e d is t in ct ly n o t e d  t h a t t h e r e la t io n  o f t h e  

M o th e r  o f t h e  R e d e e m e r  t o  t h e  a ct ivit y o f h e r  So n  m u s t  

n o t  b e  co n ce ive d  in  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  t h a t  o f o t h e r  m o th e r s  

t o t h e p r o fe s s io n a l a ct ivit y o f t h e ir  s o n s . I n  d ie ca s e o f 

d ie  la t t e r  t h e w o r k  o f t h e m o t h e r  is o n ly a  p r ep a r a t io n , 

w h ich  co n s is t s  in  t h e  s p ir it u a l a n d  co r p o r a l e d u ca t io n  o f 

h e r  ch ild . I t  ce a s e s , t h e r e fo r e , w it h  t h e  b e gin n in g o f h is  

p r o fe s s io n a l a ct ivit y, w it h o u t  a  d ir e ct  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  it . 

I n  M a r y’s ca s e , t h e r e  w a s  n o  n e e d  o f e xe r cis in g  a n y s p ir 

it u a l in flu e n ce a t a ll o n  h e r  So n ; r a th e r , fr o m  t h e ve r y  

m o m e n t  o f H is  co n ce p t io n , s h e  h e r s e lf w a s  t h e  o b je ct  o f 

H is d ivin e in flu e n ce . T h u s t h e p e r io d  o f m a te r n a l ca r e  

give n  t o  h e r  So n  is  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  t h e  p e r io d  o f h e r  o w n  

s p ir it u a l e d u ca t io n  fo r  a n  im m e d ia t e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  t h e  

m is s io n  o f h e r  So n , in  w h ich , a s H is s p ir it u a l b r id e , s h e  

h a d  t o  co o p e r a t e  w it h  H im  in  t h e  r e b ir t h  o f m a n k in d . O r  

r a th e r , in  h e r  w o m b  Ch r is t b e ga n  H is p r o fe s s io n a l a c 

t ivit y  b y  o ffe r in g  H im s e lf t o  H is  F a th e r , a n d  a s  a  ch ild  H e  

a llo w e d  H im s e lf t o  b e  o ffe r e d  in  t h e  t e m p le  b y t h e  h a n d s  

o f H is m o th e r . H e  co n t in u e d  a n d  co m p le t e d  H is  w h o le  

a ct ivit y a s  R e d e e m e r  in  s u ch  a  w a y t h a t  H e  a llo w e d  H is  

M o t h e r  t o  h a ve  a  s h a r e  in  it . H e  p e r fo r m e d  H is  w o r k , a s  

it  w e r e , livin g in  h e r  h e a r t  a n d  b o r n e in  h e r  h a n d s .



192 M A RIO LO G Y

H e n ce , w h e r e a s  t h e  fo s t e r  fa t h e r  o f Ch r is t  d ie d  b e fo r e  

J e s u s b e ga n  H is p u b lic life , b e ca u s e h is m is s io n  w a s  

e n d e d , H is m o t h e r h a d  t o b e a r H im  co m p a n y t ill H is  

s a cr ificia l d e a th . Sh e h a d  in  fa ct t o b e p r e s e n t a t t h a t  

s a cr ificia l d e a t h . An d  e ve n  a ft e r  H is  d e a th  s h e  h a d  t o  r e 

m a in  b e h in d  t o fu lfill a n o t h e r m is s io n , t h a t o f m o th e r ,  

n u r s e , a n d  co m fo r t e r  o f H is in fa n t Ch u r ch  o n  e a r t h .

E vid e n t ly M a r y’s m is s io n  d id  n o t in clu d e  a  p a r t icip a 

t io n  in  Ch r is t ’s  p u b lic  a ct ivit y ad extra, e it h e r  a t  H is  s id e , 

o r a s H is r e p r e s e n t a t ive . T h e r e fo r e , s in ce s h e h a d  n o  

p o s it io n  in  t h e  vis ib le  a n d  s o cia l o r ga n is m  o f t h e  Ch u r ch , 

s h e  h a d  n o  p a r t icu la r  r igh t  t o  h o ld  a  p u b lic  t e a ch in g  o ffice  

o r t o e xe r cis e H is p r ie s t h o o d . H e r co o p e r a t io n w it h  

Ch r is t , lik e t h a t o f t h e h e a r t w it h  t h e h e a d , r e m a in s a  

s ile n t  a n d  h id d e n  co o p e r a t io n  in  it s  in t e r io r  a ct ivit y a n d  

in  t h e  in t e r io r  co m m u n ica t io n  o f fife  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s . Bu t  

fo r  t h a t  r e a s o n  s h e  co o p e r a t e s  p r e cise ly  in  t h a t  a ct ivit y  b y  

w h ich  Ch r is t p r e -e m in e n t ly d is ch a r ge s H is m is s io n a s  

R e d e e m e r .



CHAPTER X

Mary’s Cooperation in General in the 

Work of Redemption1

M a r y  a s  C o -p r in c ip l e  o f  t h e  F r u i t s  o f  t h e  

R e d e m p t io n

I
T  I S a  ve r y a n cie n t  id e a  in  t h e Ch u r ch , e xp r e s s e d  b y  

n u m e r o u s w it n e s s e s , r a t h e r , it is a d e fin it e d o gm a ,  

p r o ve n  b y  t h e  Ch u r ch ’s m o d e  o f r e a d in g  t h e  p r o to go s p e l 

in  t h e Vu lga t e , “Sh e s h a ll cr u s h  t h y h e a d ,” 2 t h a t t h e  

e ffe ct s o f Ch r is t ’s r e d ee m in g d e a t h ca n  a n d m u s t b e  

a s cr ib e d , in  a  ve r y r e a l s e n s e , t o  H is M o th e r  a s t o t h e ir  

p r in cip le .

I n d ee d , in  t h e w r it in gs o f t h e  F a t h e r s a n d  t h e  s a in t s , 

a lm o s t a ll t it le s in d ica t in g Ch r is t in  H is a ct ivit y a s R e 

d e e m er  a r e  a s cr ib e d , in  a  p r o p o r t io n a l a n d  fit t in g s e n s e ,  

t o t h e M o th e r  o f t h e R e d e e m e r  a ls o . Sh e  is t h u s ca lle d  

s a lva t r ix, r e p a r a t r ix , r e s t a u r a t r ix , lib e r a t r ix , r e co n cilia t r ix  

o f t h e  w o r ld , in  fa ct  a ls o  r e d e m p t r ix, a s  w e ll a s  s a lva t io n ,  

lib e r a t io n , r e co n cilia t io n , p r o p it ia t io n , a n d  r e d e m p t io n .  

T o  h e r  in  p a r t icu la r  a r e  a s cr ib e d  t h e  d e s t r u ct io n  o r  d is s o -

1 For literature see: Suarez, De incam. disp. 23; Christoph. V ega, Theol. 
Mar., pal. 30, cert. 4; V irg. Sedlm ayer, Theologia Mariana (in Bourassé, 

Summa Aurea, V ol. V II), p. 2, q.8, and p. 3, q.2; F. W . Faber, The Foot 
of the Cross (London, 1858), chap. 9; P. Jeanjacquot, Simples explications 

sur la coopération de la T. S. Vierge à l’œuore de la rédemption, Paris, 1868; 

Joach. V entura, La madré di Dio, madré degli uomini; Passaglia, De imm. 
conc., sec. 6, c.4.

2G en. 3:15.
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lu t io n  o f  s in , t h e  d a m n a t io n , d e a th , a n d  d e fe a t  o f t h e  d e vil.

I t  is  e vid e n t  t h a t  in  co m p a r is o n  w it h  G o d  t h e s e  e xp r e s 

s io n s , in  M a r y ’s ca s e  m o r e  t h a n  in  t h e  ca s e  o f Ch r is t , a r e  

t o b e u n d e r s t o o d in  t h e s e n s e o f o n ly a m e d ia t io n , o r  

in t e r m e d ia t e ca u s e , o f t h e r e d e m p t io n . Als o t h e n a m e  

m e d ia t r ix  is  in  h e r  ca s e  n o t  u s e d  in  t h e  s a m e  s e n s e  a s  w it h  

o t h e r  s a in t s , b u t  in  a  s e n s e  a n a lo go u s  t o  t h a t  in  w h ich  it  

is r e fe r r e d  t o Ch r is t . I n  o t h e r  w o r d s , s h e is in d ica t e d  a s  

t h e  m e d ia t in g  ca u s e  o f a ll t h e  e ffe ct s  o f s a lva t io n  fo r  t h e  

w o r ld  a t la r ge , a ls o fo r  p r e -Ch r is t ia n  m a n k in d , in  p a r 

t icu la r  fo r  Ad a m  a n d  E ve (  h e n ce  t h e  n a m e  reparatrix o f 

t h e fir s t p a r e n t s , reform atrix protoplastorum ). T h u s s h e  

is n o t o n ly t h e m e d ia t r ix w h o a p p lie s t h e fr u it s o f t h e  

r e d e m p t io n  t o in d ivid u a ls , b u t a ls o t h e m e d ia t r ix w h o  

p r o d u ce s a n d  ga in s t h e s e fr u it s .

O n  t h is p o in t  P a s s a g lia  3 give s a  gr e a t  n u m b e r  o f w it 

n e s s e s  fr o m  t r a d it io n . M a n y o f t h e s e  t it le s  w e r e  ga t h e r ed  

t o ge t h e r  in  a  s e r m o n  p r e a ch e d  b y Cyr il o f Ale xa n d r ia  a t  

E p h e s u s . I n  it  h e  s a ys : “H a il M a r y M o t h e r  o f G o d , w h o  

is  t o  b e  ve n e r a t e d  a s  t h e  t r e a s u r e  o f t h e  w h o le  w o r ld , t h e  

in e xt in gu is h a b le  la m p , t h e  cr o w n  o f vir gin it y, t h e  s ce p t e r  

o f o r t h o d o xy, t h e  in d is s o lu b le t e m p le ... b y  w h o m  t h e  

Bles s e d  T r in it y is  a d o r e d  a n d  glo r ifie d , t h e  glo r io u s  cr o s s  

is co m m e m o r a t e d  a n d  ve n e r a t e d  in  t h e  w h o le  w o r ld , b y  

w h o m  t h e a n ge ls a n d  a r ch a n ge ls  r e jo ice , t h e  d e vils t a k e  

t o fligh t , t h e d ia b o lica l t e m p t e r fa lls fr o m  h e a ve n , b y  

w h o m  t h e  fa lle n  a r e t a k e n  in t o  h e a ve n , b y w h o m  e ve r y  

cr e a t u r e is b r o u gh t t o t h e k n o w le d ge o f t h e t r u t h , b y  

w h o m  h o ly b a p t is m  a n d  t h e o il o f e xu lt a t io n  r e a ch  t h e  

fa it h fu l , b y  w h o m  ch u r ch e s  a r e  e s t a b lis h e d  t h e  w o r ld  o ve r , 

b y  w h o m  n a t io n s  a r e  b r o u gh t  t o  p e n a n ce ; w h a t  m o r e  s h a ll

8 Passaglia, op. cit., particularly art. 4 and 5.
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I  s a y, b y  w h o m  t h e  o n ly-b e go t t e n  So n  o f G o d  e n ligh t e n e d  

t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  s it t in g in  d a r k n e s s  a n d  in  t h e  s h a d o w  o f 

d e a t h , . . . t h r o u gh  t h e  Ble s s e d  T r in ity.” 4

T h e  t it le o f r e d e m p t r ix is in  p r o p o r t io n  u s e d  le s s fr e 

q u e n t ly, t h o u gh  in  t h e s e n s e o f lib e r a t r ix a n d e ve n  o f 

p a ye r  o f t h e r a n s o m  it is in  it s e lf e q u a lly ju s t ifie d  w it h  

t h e  o t h e r s . I t is o f le s s fr e q u e n t o ccu r r en ce b e ca u s e  t h e  

t it le  o f r e d e e m e r  is r e s e r ve d  a s  a  s p e cia l t e r m  fo r  t h e  in 

flu e n ce p r o p e r t o Ch r is t o n  t h e s a lva t io n  o f m e n , a n d  

h e n ce it s a p p lica t io n  t o M a r y co u ld  give t h e im p r e s s io n  

t h a t M a r y o f h e r s e lf a n d  d ir e ct ly e xe r cis e s t h e s a m e in 

flu e n ce a s d o e s Ch r is t .

M a r y ’s  C o o p e r a t io n  D e p e n d e n t  o n  C h r i s t

T h e  in flu e n ce  o n  t h e  r e d e m p t io n  a s cr ib e d  t o  t h e  M o th e r  

o f t h e R e d e e m e r  r e p r e s e n t s  M a r y, n e xt t o  Ch r is t , a s a n 

o t h e r  a n d  s e co n d  p r in cip le  o f r e d e m p t io n . I t is o b vio u s ,  

a s t h e e xp r e s s io n , “in flu e n ce o f t h e M o t h e r  o f t h e R e 

d e e m e r ,” cle a r ly s t a t e s , t h a t M a r y ca n n o t  b e  a  p r in cip le  

co o r d in a t e  t o  a n d  in d e p e n d e n t  o f Ch r is t , ca lle d  a n d  e m 

p o w e r e d  t o co m p le t e H is r e d e e m in g p o w e r a n d  m igh t . 

O n  t h e  co n t r a r y, s h e  is  s u b o r d in a t e  t o  a n d  d e p e n d e n t  o n  

Ch r is t  a s t h e  R e d e e m e r  in  s u ch  a  w a y t h a t  s h e  h e r s e lf is  

r e d e em e d  b y H im , a n d  ca n  co o p e r a t e  in  t h e  r e d e m p t io n  

o n ly a s o n e r e d e e m e d  a n d  w it h  a  p o w e r  w h ich  s h e r e 

ce ive s fr o m  H im . H e n ce , h e r  a ct ivit y ca n  a n d  s h o u ld  s o  

lit t le s u p p le m e n t t h e in n e r a n d  r e d ee m in g p o w e r a n d  

m igh t  o f Ch r is t , t h a t  r a th e r  it  is  e s s e n t ia lly s u p p o r t e d  b y  

fa it h  in  Ch r is t ’s p o w e r , a n d  h a s fo r  it s p u r p o s e o n ly t h e  

m a k in g t h is p o w e r  e ffe ct ive  in  a  fit t in g m a n n e r .

T h u s M a r y’s in flu e n ce o n  t h e  r e d e m p t io n  is t h a t  o f a

*  St. Cyril of A lexandria, Homil. 4; PG, LX XV II, 992. 
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m e r e co o p e r a t io n  w it h  t h e R e d e e m e r , a n d  t h is co o p e r a 

t io n  is  o n ly o n e  o f m in is t e r in g  in  Ch r is t ’s a ct  o f r e d e m p 

t io n , w h ich  is  t h e  r e a l a ct  o f r e d e m p t io n  a n d  w h ich  s t a n d s  

b y it s e lf. M a r y h e r s e lf is o n ly a  p r in cip le  o f t h e  r e d e m p 

t io n  a s a  co o p e r a t in g p a r t n e r , a cce p t ed , i.e ., ca lle d  a n d  

e q u ip p e d , b y t h e R e d e e m e r . M o r e d e fin it e ly, s h e is a  

m in is t e r in g p a r tn e r  in  t h e e xe cu t io n  o f t h e w o r k o f r e 

d e m p t io n , w h ich  is  ca r r ie d  o u t  e n t ir e ly  b y  H is  p o w e r  a n d  

m igh t . I n  La t in  t h is is e xp r e s s e d  m o r e t e r s e ly: m inistra  

redem ptoris in opere redem ptionis (m in is t e r o f t h e  R e 

d e e m e r  in  t h e w o r k  o f r e d em p t io n ) .

I n  m o d e r n  t im e s , fr o m  t h e  s ix t e e n t h  ce n t u r y  o n , M a r y  

a s co o p e r a t r ix in  t h e r e d e m p t io n , is ca lle d  a ls o co r e -  

d e m p t r ix. T h is  e xp r e s s io n  is  ca p a b le  o f a  ve r y go o d  m e a n 

in g w h ich  ca n  b e r e n d e r e d  n e ith e r  s o co n cis e ly n o r s o  

e xa ct ly b y  a n y  o t h e r  w o r d . Bu t  in  it s e lf, in s t e a d  o f e m p h a 

s izin g M a r y’s m in is t e r ia l s u b o r d in a t io n  a n d  d e p en d e n ce ,  

it  give s  t h e  id e a  o f a  co o r d in a t io n  n e xt  t o  Ch r is t ’s  o r  o f a  

co m p le t io n  o f Ch r is t ’s p o w e r  t o  s u ch  a n  e xte n t  t h a t t h e  

e xp r e s s io n  s h o u ld  b e  u s e d  o n ly w it h  t h e  e xp r e s s r e s t r ic 

t io n , “in  a  ce r t a in  s e n s e .”

T h e  e xp r e ss io n , “adjutrix” (h e lp m a t e )  o r  “adjutorium ” 

(h e lp ) o f t ir e  R e d ee m e r  in  t h e  r e d e m p t io n  is  le s s o b je c

t io n a b le a n d  in  it s e lf m o r e  fit t in g , e ve n  m o r e  in  a cco r d 

a n ce  w it h  Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e . I t  w a s  u s e d  fo r  t h e  fir s t  t im e  

b y Alb e r t t h e G r e a t ,8 a n d  in d e e d  r e p e a t e d ly. T h is h e lp  

m u s t  n o t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a  s u p p o r t  in  d ie  o r d in a r y  s e n s e , 

t h a t  is , a s  t h e  s t r e n g th e n in g b y  a n o th e r  o f a  p o w e r  w h ich  

o f it s e lf is  in s u fficie n t . I t  is  u s e d  in  a  m o r e  ge n e r a l s e n s e , a s

5 See D esm arais, S. Albert le Grand, docteur de la médiation mariale, Paris 

and O ttaw a, 1935, and Bittremieux, Marialia, Brussels, 1936, pp.  155-64. 
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t h e  o n ly h e lp  a d m is s ib le o n  t h e p a r t o f t h e cr e a t u r e in  

r e fe r e n ce t o G o d , n a m e ly, a s a  s e r vice co n d u cive  t o a n  

e n d , o r  a s  a  h e lp fu l co o p e r a t io n  w o r k in g  in  it s o w n  w a y.  

T h u s  it  is  a  h e lp  in  t h e  ve r y  s e n s e  o f a  co o p e r a t in g  p a r t n e r ,  

a s “w e  a r e G o d ’s co a d ju t o r s ’’ in  t h e  Vu lga t e .®

So  u n d e r s t o o d , t h e  e xp r e s s io n  is a ll t h e  m o r e  ju s t ifie d  

b e ca u se , a cco r d in g  t o  t h e  id e a  o f t h e  Ch u r ch , E ve , a s  “a  

h e lp  lik e u n t o h im s e lf” 6 7 (  Ad a m  ) , is t h e p r o to t yp e o f 

M a r y in  h e r r e la t io n  t o Ch r is t . M o r e o ve r , it is m o r e  

s ign ifica n t b e ca u s e , in  t h is co n n e ct io n , it  b e t t e r  ch a r a c 

t e r ize s M a r y’s co o p e r a t io n  w it h  Ch r is t a s a b r id a l co 

o p e r a t io n . I t p r e s e n t s t h is co o p e r a t io n in a m a n n e r  

w h ich  b r in gs o u t M a r y’s co m p le t e s u b o r d in a t io n a n d  

d e p e n d e n ce , a s w e ll a s h e r clo s e s t u n io n  w it h  t h e R e 

d e e m e r .

6 I Cor. 3:9. The V ulgate has Dei sumus adjutores. The G reek text reads: 
© eotf Ισμλν apvepyoi.

’G en. 2:18.
8 Scheeben refers to a w arning to his clergy by Francis Joseph, bishop of 

Linz, 1882. In this episcopal action m ust be found the reason for Scheeben ’s 

severe criticism of the title, “coredem ptrix,” w hich is used in the highest 

ecclesiastical circles. The Sacred Congregation of Rites (M ay 13, 1908) 

calls M ary misercordem humani generis conredemptricem (Acta Sanctae 

Sedis, X LI [1908], 409); Pius X (January 22, 1914) grants indulgences to  

an Italian prayer in w hich M ary is called corredentrice del genere umano 

(Acta Apostolicae Sedis, V I [1914], 108); Benedict X V in his letter Inter 

sodalitia has no hesitation in praising M ary so highly as to w rite ut did 

merito queat Ipsam cum Christo humanum genus redemisse (Act. Ap. Sed., 
X [1918], 182) and Pius X I w rites (Explorata res): Virgo perdolens re
demptionis opus cum lesu Christo participavit (Act. Ap. Sed., X V [1923], 

104  ff. ). See also the beautiful prayer sent to Lourdes by Pius X I, A pril 28, 

1935, for the closing cerem ony of the Jubilee.

T h e e xp r e s s io n  co r e d e m p t r ix is p r e s e n t e d b y m a n y 

m o d e r n , e ve n  le a r n e d  t h e o lo g ia n s , a s t h o u gh  it w e r e a  

cla s s ica l t e r m , s a n ct io n e d  b y  t h e  u s a ge  o f t h e  F a th e r s  a n d  

t h e  s a in t s .8  H e n ce , a cco r d in g  t o  s o m e  t h e o lo g ia n s , t h o u gh  
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t h e e xp r e s s io n  is  s o m e w h a t  s u r p r is in g , it  is b y n o  m e a n s  

r a s h . T h e  o b je ct io n  w h ich  P r o te s t a n t s m a k e  t o  it  is d u e  

t o t h e ir  o r d in a r y m is co n ce p t io n . W it h  Ca t h o lics it is a  

m a t t e r  o f t a k in g , n o t  givin g , s ca n d a l. T h e  t it le  s h o u ld  n o t  

a n d  w ill n o t  b e  d r o p p e d , fo r  t h e go o d  r e a s o n  t h a t it  h a s  

co s t  h e r  w h o  b e a r s  it  s o  m a n y  a n d  s u ch  gr ie vo u s  s a cr ifice s . 

I n  s p it e o f ca r e fu l r e s e a r ch  t h e t e r m  is n o w h e r e t o b e  

fo u n d  b e fo r e t h e s ix t e e n t h  ce n t u r y. E ve n  M a r a cci d o e s  

n o t  give  it  in  h is  P o lya n t h e a . La te r  it  is b u t  s e ld o m  u s e d  

b y p r u d e n t t h e o lo g ia n s , givin g t h e im p r e s s io n  t h a t , s o  

fa r  a s a u t h o r it ie s  a r e co n ce r n e d , it  is a n yth in g  b u t cla s 

s ica l.

I t s in t r in s ic ju s t ifica t io n  d o e s n o t fo llo w  s im p ly fr o m  

t h e  fa ct  t h a t  in  ge n e r a l M a r y is a  p r in cip le  o f s a lva t io n , 

o r  m o r e d e fin it e ly a  co -p r in cip le w it h  Ch r is t . F o r , t h o s e  

ve r b s  a n d  ve r b a l n o u n s  w h ich  r u n  p a r a lle l w it h  t h e  n a m e  

o f R e d e e m e r , a n d  t h o s e w h ich  in d ica t e in  ge n e r a l t h e  

e ffe ct in g o f s a lva t io n , lik e reparator, liberator, o r co n 

q u e r o r  o f t h e  d e vil, ca n  b e  a p p lie d  t o  M a r y  w it h  o r  w it h 

o u t  t h e  p r e fix co. Bu t in  t h e  ca s e o f t h o se  w o r d s  w h ich  

in d ica t e , m o r e  o r  le s s , t h e  p r o p e r  p o w e r  w h e r eb y Ch r is t  

H im s e lf a cco m p lis h e s  H is  w o r k , t h e  a p p lica t io n  t o  M a r y  

w it h  t h e p r e fix co is le s s ju s t ifie d . T h e r e a s o n  is , t h a t  

t h is  p a r t icle  w o u ld  in d ica t e  a  s h a r in g  n o t  o n ly in  Ch r is t ’s  

w o r k , b u t  a ls o  in  t h e  m a n n e r  o f w o r k in g  w h ich  is  p r o p e r  

t o  H im , a n d  a  co o r d in a t io n  in  H is  a ct ivit y.

F r o m  t h e fa ct t h a t M a r y is m ediatrix, a n d  in d e e d  a s  

Ch r is t is m e d ia t o r  b e tw e e n  G o d  a n d  m e n , it d o e s n o t  

fo llo w  t h a t  s h e  ca n  b e  ca lle d  a ls o  com m ediatrix b e t w e e n  

G o d  a n d  m e n . St ill le s s  d o e s  it  fo llo w  t h a t  fr o m  t h e  fa ct  o f 

M a r y’s b e in g, in  a  b r o a d e r  s e n s e , ca u s e , m inistra, a n d  

m e d ia t r ix  o f t h e  r e d em p t io n  a n d , t h e r e fo r e , is  e ve n  ca lle d  
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r e d e m p t r ix , w e  s h o u ld  cla im  t h e  r igh t  t o  s a y t h a t  s h e  is  

co r e d e m p t r ix . F o r , in t h e ca s e o f Ch r is t , r e d ee m in g  

fo r m a lly m e a n s ca u s in g t h e lib e r a t io n  o f m e n  b y H is  

d ivin e , r o ya l, a n d  p r ie s t ly p o w e r  a n d  b y a  r a n s o m  w h ich  

H e H im s e lf p a ys . Co n s e q u e n t ly, t h e e xp r e s s io n , core

dem ptrix, is e s s e n t ia lly h o m o n ym o u s w it h consacer- 

dotissa a n d  convictim a. Consacerdotissa is n e ve r  u s e d , 

a n d  t h e  s im p le fo r m  o f sacerdotissa b u t  s e ld o m . Convic

tim a w o u ld  s o u n d  ve r y s t r a n ge in  t h e co n s e q u e n t ly r e 

q u ir e d  e xp r e s s io n , convictim a  o f t h e  r e d em p t io n .8

9 M any theological expressions becom e clarified by controversy and their 

soundness or unsoundness eventually becomes established ana accepted. 

D evelopm ent of doctrine did not come to an end w ith the Church Fathers. 

The sam e m ay be said w ith regard to the exact m eaning of certain titles 

applied to the Blessed V irgin. Thus Scheeben questioned the fitness of the 

title “Coredem ptrix.” But since his day the title has been sanctioned by the 

highest ecclesiastical authorities, and its orthodoxy is therefore beyond doubt.

10 St A lbert the G reat, Mariale, q.29 and 150 (edited by Jam my, X X , 

31, 105).
11 For the present state of the question, see Bittrem ieux, Marialia, partic

ularly pp. 193  f.

12 Rom . 5:12.

N e ve r t h e le s s , it  ca n  b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  a  ve r y  t r u e  s e n s e ,  

a n d  t h is  s e n s e  is  e a s y t o  in d ica t e , if, in  t h e  h ie r a t ica l id e a  

o f t h e  s a cr ifice  o f r e d e m p t io n , t h e  co r r e ct  p la ce  is give n  

t o  t h e  m a te r n a l b r id e  o f t h e  R e d e e m e r .9 10  11

Alb e r t  t h e  G r e a t  u s e s  t h e  t e r m  “a id  o f t h e  r e d e m p t io n ” 

in  h is  Mariale.11 T h e o lo gia n s  o f la t e r  d a t e , lik e St . An t o 

n in u s , in  p a r t  go  b a ck  t o  h im  e xp lic it ly. I n  ge n e r a l, t h e r e  

is  lit t le  ce r t a in t y a b o u t  t h e  t e r m in o lo gy o n  t h is  p o in t , b e 

ca u s e  t h e  m a t te r  h a s  r e ce ive d  b u t  a  s ca n t  s cie n t ific t r e a t 

m e n t . F o r  t h e s a m e r e a s o n , h o w e ve r , t h e r e ce n t  u s e o f 

t h e  t it le , coredem ptrix, is  in  it s e lf n o  a r gt u n e n t  a ga in s t  it , 

fo r  in  fo r m e r  t im e s lit t le  a t t e n t io n  w a s p a id  t o  t h e t r u e  

t h o u gh t w h ich  u n d e r lie s t h is m a t t e r .12
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Th e  C o u r s e  o f  t h e  R e d e m p t io n  a n d  

Th a t  o f  t h e  F a l l

I t is a  w e ll-e s t a b lis h e d  fa ct t h a t , b e ca u se o f h e r  co 

o p e r a t io n in t h e r e d e m p t io n , M a r y b e ca m e t r u ly t h e  

co n t r ib u to r y ca u s e  o f t h e  e ffe ct s  o f t h e  r e d e m p t io n . T h is  

fa ct , a s  t o  it s  fo r m  a n d  r e a s o n , h a s  b e e n  e xp la in e d  b y t h e  

r e m a r k t h a t , a cco r d in g t o G o d ’s p la n , t h e  co u r s e o f o u r  

r e d e m p t io n  s h o u ld  a n s w e r t o t h a t o f t h e F a ll. O n  t h e  

p a r t  o f G o d , t h e  r e d e m p t io n  m u s t  b e  co n s id e r e d  a  w o r k  

o f e m u la t io n  in  o p p o s it io n  t o  t h e  ca u s in g  o f t h e  F a ll o n  t h e  

p a r t  o f t h e d e vil.

T h e  fa ll o f t h e  h u m a n  r a ce w a s e ffect ed  b y t h e  d e vil 

w it h  t h e  h e lp  o f a  m a n  a n d  a  w o m a n . T h e  w o m a n  a s  w e ll 

a s t h e m a n , a lt h o u gh  e a ch  in  a  d iffe r e n t  w a y, ca n  a n d  

m u s t b e r e ga r d e d  a s t h e ca u s e o f t h e F a ll. H e n ce t h e  

r e d em p t io n  h a d  t o b e e ffect ed  n o t b y t h e n e w Ad a m  

a lo n e , b u t  w it h  t h e co o p e r a t io n  o f a  n e w  E ve , a n d  t h u s  

a  w o m a n  m u s t b e co m e  a  ca u s e  o f t h e  r e d e m p t io n , s in ce  

a  w o m a n  h a d  b e e n  a  ca u s e  o f t h e  F a ll. As  in  t h e  ca u s e  o f 

t h e  F a ll a  w o m a n  h a d  t h e  in it ia t ive , s o  in  t h e  r e d e m p t io n  

a  w o m a n  m u s t p r e p a r e t h e  w a y b y h e r  a ct ivit y.

T h e  r e la t io n  b e tw e e n  t h e  e co n o m y o f t h e  r e d e m p t io n  

a n d  t h e o r igin  o f t h e F a ll h o ld s t h e s e cr e t . Bo t h  s e xe s  

h a vin g  h a d  t h e ir  s h a r e  in  ca u s in g  t h e  F a ll, b o t h  m u s t  lik e 

w is e h a ve  t h e ir  s h a r e in  b r in g in g a b o u t t h e  r e s t o r a t io n .  

Bo t h  s e xes  a r e  u n it e d  in  d is gr a ce  a n d  in  glo r y. T h e  d e vil 

co n q u e r e d  b o t h  in  t h e  b e gin n in g a n d , t h e r e fo r e , h is d e 

fe a t w a s t h e m o r e co m p le t e in  t h e e n d . An d  G o d  w a s  

give n  b a ck  t h a t  h o n o r  w h ich  h a d  b e e n  w it h h e ld  fr o m  H im  

in  t h e  F a ll, w h e n  a  m a n  a n d  a  w o m a n  co o p e r a t e d  in  t h e  



TH E W O RK O F RED EM PTION 201

s e r vice  o f t h e  e n e m y t o  t h e  d is figu r e m e n t  o f t h e d ivin e  

lik e n e s s .

T h e s a m e r e la t io n  e xp la in s h o w  b o t h  fa cto r s in  t h is  

e co n o m y co u ld  a n d  h a d  t o  co o p e r a t e , s o  t h a t t h e  w h o le  

w o r k  m igh t  b e  a s cr ib e d  t o  e a ch , w h ile  a  p e r fe ct  d e p e n d 

e n ce a n d  s u b o r d in a t io n  o f o n e t o t h e o t h e r  w a s m a in 

t a in e d . Acco r d in g t o  St . P a u l, s in ce  Ad a m  w a s t h e  h e a d  

o f t h e r a ce , fr o m  h is s in  a lo n e r e s u lt e d  t h e gu ilt  o f t h e  

r a ce . H is s in  a lo n e , w it h o u t t h a t o f E ve , p u t t h e b u r 

d e n  o f s in  o n  t h e  r a ce . Ap a r t  fr o m  it s  r e la t io n  t o  Ad a m ’s  

s in , t h e  s in  o f E ve  in  it s e lf h a d  n o  in flu e n ce  o n  t h e  s in fu l

n e s s o f t h e r a ce . I t  w ie ld e d  a n  in flu e n ce o n ly in  t h a t it  

w a s t h e m e a n s b y w h ich  Ad a m  w a s le d  t o s in  a n d  o n  

w h ich , t h e r e fo r e , t h e  r e a liza t io n  o f Ad a m ’s  s in  d e p e n d e d .

Sin ce  in  t h is w a y E ve k n o w in gly a n d  w illin g ly ga ve  

o cca s io n  t o  Ad a m ’s  s in , e ve n  t h o u gh  s h e  m a y  n o t  h a ve  h a d  

a ll co n s e q u e n t  r e su lt s o f h e r '  a ct io n  d ir e ct ly in  m in d , s h e  

w a s , n e ve r th e le s s , t h e  t r u e  a n d  r e a l ca u s e  o f t h e s e  r e s u lt s ;  

a s  in  ge n e r a l a  p e r so n  b y  a d vice  o r  co m m a n d  is t h e  ca u s e  

o f t h e  co n s e q u e n ce s  e n s u in g  fr o m  t h e  a ct io n s  o f a n o t h e r . 

Ye t Ad a m ’s in d e p en d e n t r e s p o n s ib ilit y a s ca u s e w a s  

m it iga t e d  s o  lit t le t h e r e b y, t h a t  E ve ’s cu lp a b ilit y r a th e r  

fa d e s b e fo r e t h a t o f Ad a m . As a  m a t t e r  o f fa ct , t h e in 

d e p e n d e n t  a n d  s u fficie n t  ca u s a lit y  o f Ad a m  p e r m it s  u s  t o  

r e ga r d  E ve ’s s in , n o t  o n ly a s a  p r e p a r a t io n  fo r , b u t  a ls o  

a s a  co m p le m en t t o  t h a t  o f Ad a m  in  it s u n ive r s a l m e a n 

in g a n d  in flu e n ce . T h is  vie w p o in t  is  n o t  u s u a lly b r o u gh t  

o u t , t h o u gh  it  is o f gr e a t  im p o r t a n ce . I n d e e d , t h e  s in  o f 

o u r  a n ce s t r e s s  E ve  is  a  co m p le m e n t  t o  t h a t  o f o u r  a n ce s t o r  

Ad a m , s in ce it  co m p le t e s  h is , s o  a s t o  fo r m  a  co m b in e d  

s in  o f o u r  a n ce s t o r s . I t  t h e r e b y give s t o  b o t h  a n ce s t o r s ,  
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a n d  s o t o  t h e  w h o le  p r in cip le  o f n a t u r a l p r o p a ga t io n , a  

fo r m  w h ich  fit s in  w it h  t h e  p r o p a ga t io n  o f t h e  a n ces t o r ’s  

s in . F o r , w h ile t h e s in  o f t h e a n ce s to r  co u ld  h a ve b e e n  

p r o p a ga t e d  a cco r d in g  t o  it s  n a tu r e , if E ve  h a d  n o t  s in n e d ,  

s t ill s u ch a p r o p a ga t io n , t h r o u gh a n a n ce s t r e s s w h o  

r e m a in e d  in  t h e  s t a t e  o f t h e  o r igin a l ju s t ice , w o u ld  h a ve  

b e e n  in co n gr u o u s a n d u n n a t u r a l. Co n s eq u en t ly, a p a r t  

fr o m  it s in flu e n ce o n  Ad a m ’s s in , t h a t o f E ve h a d  t h is  

s ign ifica n ce a lso , t h a t E ve t h e r e b y m a d e h e r s e lf a n  in 

s t r u m e n t fo r t h e p r o p a ga t io n  o f Ad a m ’s s in , a n d  m a d e  

h e r  ch ild r e n  s u b je ct  t o  t h e  in flu e n ce  o f t h a t  a n ce s to r ’s  s in .

I t is a n n o u n ce d in t h e p r o t e va n ge liu m ,13 t h a t t h e  

w o m a n  w it h  h e r  s e e d , co n s e q u e n t ly w it h  h e r  So n , w o u ld  

p a r t ic ip a t e in  t h e victo r y o ve r  t h e d e vil, t h a t is , in  t h e  

lib e r a t io n  o f m a n k in d  fr o m  t h e d o m in io n  o f t h e d e vil, 

b e ca u s e  t h e  fir s t  w o m a n  h a d  a  s h a r e  in  t h e  vict o r y o f t h e  

d e vil o ve r m a n k in d . O t h e r w is e t h e in d ica t io n  o f t h e  

w o m a n , in  t h e  e n m ity a n n o u n ce d  t o  t h e  d e vil, w o u ld  b e  

vo id  o f m e a n in g . T h e  fu lfillm e n t  o f t h is  d ivin e  o r d in a n ce  

is e vid e n ce d  b y t h e fa ct s . As t h is a p o s t le  w it n es s e s t h e  

fu lfillm e n t  o f t h e  o n e  p a r t  w it h  t h e  w o r d s : “W h e r e fo r e  a s  

b y o n e  m a n  s in  e n t e r e d  in t o  t h is  w o r ld  a n d  b y s in  d e a th  

... s o  a ls o  b y  t h e  ju s t ice  o f o n e , u n t o  a ll m e n  t o  ju s t ifica 

t io n  o f life ”; 14 s o  lik e w is e , fr o m  o f o ld , in  co n t r a s t w it h  

t h e  t e x t : “F r o m  t h e  w o m a n  ca m e t h e b e gin n in g o f s in , 

a n d  b y  h e r  w e  a ll d ie ,” 15 t h e  p a r a lle l w a s  r igh t ly d r a w n :  

“F r o m  t h e  w o m a n  ca m e  t h e  b e gin n in g  o f ju s t ice , a n d  b y  

h e r  w e  a ll live .”

13 G en. 3:15. See V ol. I, appendix 1.
14 Rom . 5:12, 18.

1» Ecclus. 25:33.

T h e  p a r a lle l b e t w e e n  t h e  p a ir  t h a t  s a ve d  a n d  t h e  p a ir  
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t h a t r u in e d  is d e ve lo p e d  b y t h e m o s t a n cie n t F a t h e r s , 

a n d  ve r y fr e q u e n t ly s in ce  t h e ir  t im e . St . J u s t in  s a ys : “t h e  

So n  o f G o d  b e ca m e m a n  t h a t H e m igh t u n d o t h e d is 

o b e d ie n ce , co m in g fr o m  t h e  s e r p e n t , in  t h e  s a m e w a y a s  

it  b e ga n . F o r  E ve , s t ill a  vir gin  a n d  u n d e file d , a cce p t e d  

t h e  w o r d  o f t h e d e vil a n d  b r o u gh t fo r t h  d e a t h  a n d  d is 

o b e d ie n ce ; b u t  t h e  Vir gin  M a r y, fille d  w it h  fa it h  a n d  jo y, 

a n w e r e d  t h e  Ar ch a n ge l G a b r ie l’s gla d  t id in gs : Be  it  d o n e  

u n t o  m e  a cco r d in g  t o  t h y w o r d .” 16  T e r tu llia n  s a ys : “By a  

r iva l o p e r a t io n  G o d  r e co ve r e d  H is im a ge a n d  lik e n e s s , 

s e ize d  b y t h e  d e vil. F o r  a  w o r d  ca u s in g d e a t h  h a d  s t o le n  

in t o  E ve , u n t il t h e n  a  vir gin . I n  lik e  m a n n e r , t h e  W o r d  o f 

G o d , im p a r t in g  life , w a s  t o  b e  in t r o d u ce d  in t o  a  vir g in ; s o  

t h a t  w h a t  b y  t h is  s e x  h a d  go n e  t o  p e r d it io n , H e  m igh t , b y  

t h e s a m e  s e x , b r in g b a ck  t o s a lva t io n . E ve  h a d  b e lie ve d  

t h e  s e r p en t , M a r y b e lie ved  G a b r ie l. T h e  w r o n g d o n e  b y  

t h e  cr e d u lit y  o f t ir e  fo r m e r  w a s  o b lit e r a t e d  b y  t h e  fa it h  o f 

t h e  la t t e r .” 17

I r e n a e u s s a ys : “T h a t  w h ich  is b o u n d  t o ge t h e r  is lo o s 

e n e d  in  n o  o t h e r  w a y t h a n  b y u n w in d in g t h e  s a m e  co r d s  

in  r e ve r s e , s o t h a t t h e fir s t co r d s a r e lo o s en e d  b y t h e  

s e co n d , t ir e s e co n d  in  t u r n  lo o s e n  t h e fir s t . So it h a p 

p e n s  t h a t  t h e  fir s t  b o n d  is  lo o s en e d  b y t h e  s e co n d , in  fa ct  

t h e  s e co n d  t a k e s  t h e  p la ce  o f t h e  lo o s in g  o f t h e  fir s t . An d ,  

t h e r e fo r e , t h e  Lo r d  s a id , t h a t t h e  fir s t s h o u ld  in d e e d  b e  

la s t  a n d  t h e  la s t  fir s t . . . . T h e  Lo r d  is  t h e  fir s t b o r n  fr o m  

t h e  d e a d , a n d  r e ce ivin g  o u r  fir s t  p a r e n t s  in  H is  b o s o m  H e  

r e ge n e r a t e d  t h e m  t o  t h e  life  o f G o d . H e  is  m a d e  t h e  b e 

gin n in g o f t ir e livin g, a s Ad a m  is t h e b e gin n in g o f t h e  

d e a d . . . . An d  s o d ie k n o t o f E ve ’s d is o b e d ie n ce w a s

ie st Justin, Dial, cum Tryph., chap. 100; PG , V I, 709-12.

a  Tertulian, De came Christi, chap. 17; PL, Π , 782. 
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lo o se n e d  b y M a r y’s o b e d ie n ce . F o r  w h a t  t h e  vir g in  E ve  

b o u n d  u p  b y h e r  in cr e d u lit y, t h e Vir gin  M a r y lo o s e n e d  

b y h e r fa ith .” An d  a ga in  I r e n a e u s s a ys : “As E ve is s e 

d u ce d  b y t h e w o r d s o f a  fa lle n  a n ge l t o fle e fr o m  G o d  

w h e n  s h e  w a s  u n t r u e  t o  H is  w o r d ; s o  t o  M a r y  a r e  b r o u gh t  

t h e gla d  t id in gs , s o t h a t s h e m igh t b e a r G o d  b y b e in g  

o b e d ie n t t o  H is  w o r d . I f E ve  h a d  d is o b e ye d  G o d , M a r y  

w a s p e r s u a d e d  t o o b e y H im , s o t h a t t h e Vir g in  M a r y  

s h o u ld b e co m e t h e a d vo ca t e o f t h e vir gin  E ve . An d , 

t h e r e fo r e , a s  t h e  h u m a n  r a ce  is  m a d e  s u b je ct  t o  d e a th  b y  

a  vir gin , s o  is it  s a ve d  b y a  vir gin . T h e  s ca le  is  p u t  a t  a n  

e q u a l b a la n ce , t h a t is , vir g in a l d is o b e d ie n ce  is o ffs e t  b y  

vir g in a l o b e d ie n ce .” 18

18 St. Irenaeus, Adv. haereses, III, 22; V , 19; PG, V II, 959, 1175. A foot

note in PG reads: Obscurior tota haec Irenaei argumentatio est. See M . A . 

G enervois, “La m aternité spirituelle de M arie selon S. Irénée,” in Revue 

Thomiste, X IX (1936), 26-51.
19 St. A ugustine, Contr. Julian., V ol. I, chap. 3; PL, X LIV , 644.

20 Ibid. De agone christ., chap. 22; PL, X L, 303.

St . Au gu s t in e cit e s t h is la s t q u o ta t io n .19 H e h im s e lf 

fo r m u la t e s  t h e  p a r a lle l a s  fo llo w s : “I t  is  a  gr e a t  s a cr a m en t  

t h a t , a s d e a t h  ca m e t o  u s b y a  w o m a n , life  w a s b o m  t o  

u s b y a w o m a n ; s o t h a t in  b o t h s e xe s fe m in in e a n d  

m a s cu lin e , t h e d e vil, b e in g co n q u e r ed , m igh t b e t o r 

m e n te d , a s h e h a d  glo r ie d  in  t h e d o w n fa ll o f b o t h . H e  

w o u ld n o t h a ve b e e n  a d e q u a t e ly p u n is h ed , h a d b o t h  

s e xe s  b e e n  fr e e d , b u t  w e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  fr e ed  b y b o t h .” 2 0  

O n  a n o t h e r  o cca s io n , h e  co n n e ct e d  t h e fa ct , t h a t it  w a s  

w o m e n  w h o  a n n o u n ce d  t h e  r e d em p t io n  a s  a cco m p lis h e d  

in  Ch r is t ’s  r e s u r r e ct io n , w it h  t h e  o t h e r  fa ct s  o f t h e  w o m a n ’s  

r o le b o t h  in  t h e F a ll a n d  in  t h e r e d e m p t io n . H e s a ys :  

“Be ca u s e  m a n  fe ll t h r o u gh  t h e  fe m a le  s e x , h e  is r e s t o r e d  
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b y t h e  s a m e s e x . Be ca u s e  a  vir g in  b r o u gh t fo r t h  Ch r is t , 

a  w o m a n  a n n o u n ce d  H is  r e s u r r e ct io n . By a  w o m a n  ca m e  

d e a t h , b y  a  w o m a n , life .” 2 1 An d  a ga in : “A  w o m a n  h a n d e d  

t h e  p o is o n  t o  t h e  m a n  w h o  w a s  t o  b e  d e ce ive d . A w o m a n  

h a n d s  s a lva t io n  t o  t h e  m a n  t o  b e  r e s to r ed . A w o m a n , b y  

b r in g in g  fo r t h  Ch r is t , co m p e n s a te s  fo r  t h e  s in  o f t h e  m a n  

d e ce ive d  b y a  w o m a n . H e n ce , a ls o  w o m e n  w e r e  t h e  fir s t  

t o a n n o u n ce t o t h e a p o s t le s t h a t Ch r is t h a d  r is e n .” 2 2

U s u a lly, t h e d o ct r in e o f St . Au gu s t in e is p r o ve d  b y  

s e ve r a l q u o t a t io n s w h ich , d o u b t le s s in d e e d , a lm o s t  lit e r 

a lly  give  h is  m e a n in g , b u t  w h ich , u n d e r  t h e  fo r m  in  q u e s 

t io n , a r e n o t a t a ll, o r  o n ly q u e s t io n a b ly, h is . T o t h e s e  

b e lo n g t h e  q u o t a t io n s  fr o m  t h e  s e r m o n s , o r  b o o k s  3  a n d  

4, t h e Sy m h. ad catech., w h ich  fo r  w e a k r e a s o n s , a s it  

s e e m s t o u s , w e r e co n s id e r e d u n a u t h e n t ic 2 3 b y t h e  

M a u r is t s , b u t  w h ich , in  a n y ca s e , a r e  n o t  o f a  m u ch  la t e r  

d a t e . Als o , t h e  t e xt  fr o m  b o o k  3 , ch a p te r  4 : “T o  t h e  s a m e  

d e gr e e in  w h ich  h u m a n  n a tu r e h a d  s u ffe r e d  lo s s , it is  

r e s to r e d  b y o u r Lo r d  J e s u s Ch r is t ,” e t c .; fr o m  b o o k 4 , 

ch a p t e r 1, t h e le s s o n  fr o m  t h e s e co n d  n o ct u m  o n  t h e  

vig il o f P e n t e co s t , w h e n  E ve ’s co u n t e r p a r t is a p p lie d  t o  

t h e  Ch u r ch . 2 4 T h e t e x t fr o m  t h e s e co n d  n o ct u r n  o n  t h e  

fe a s t  o f t h e  N a t ivit y o f M a r y, “E ve  t h e  ca u s e  o f s in , M a r y  

t h e  ca u s e  o f m e r it ,” a p p e a r s  in  m a n y s e r m o n s  w h ich  h a ve  

cir cu la t e d  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f Au gu s t in e ; s o , e .g ., in  Serm o 

de Assum ptione, a n d  in  Se r m o n  18 , r e sp . 2 1. De nativ itate

" Ibid. Sermo 232 de fest, pasch., no. 2; PL, X XX VIII, 1108.

22 Ibid. Sermo SI de concord. Matth. et Luc., no. 2; PL, X XX VIII, 335.

23 D om G . M orin, “Les leçons apocr. du Brév. Rom." ( Rev. ben., V III 

[1891], 273 £.), says that there is sufficient reason not to ascribe Books 2— 4  

to St. A ugustine, because the A frican form of Sym bolum is no longer ex

plained therein.

2< PL, X L, 655, 659-61.
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Christi; t h u s , fr o m  a n  e a r ly  d a t e  o n  t h is  t e x t  s e e m s  t o  h a ve  

b e e n  h e ld  a s  cla s s ica l. 2 8

St . J e r o m e s a ys : “Aft e r t h e Vir gin  h a d  co n ce ive d  in  

h e r  w o m b a n d  b r o u gh t fo r t h  t h e ch ild  . . . t h e m a le 

d ict io n  w a s  lift e d . D e a th  b y  E ve , life  b y  M a r y.” 2 6  W e  fin d  

s im ila r u t t e r a n ce s in  m a n y o t h e r  F a t h e r s , e s p e cia lly in  

St . Am b r o s e .

O t h e r  R e a s o n s  f o r  M a r y ’s  C o o p e r a t io n  in  t h e  

R e d e m p t io n

Alth o u gh  t h e  p a r a lle l b e t w e e n  t h e  p r o ce ss  o f t h e  F a ll 

a n d  t h a t  o f t h e  r e d e m p t io n  in d ica t e s  clea r ly t h e  fo r m  a n d  

r e a s o n  o f M a r y’s co o p e r a t io n  in  t h e la t t e r , it d o e s n o t  

e lu cid a t e  b o t h  in  a  s u ffic ie n t  m a n n e r . T o  ca r r y t h e  a n a lo gy  

t h r o u gh  o n e -s id e d ly w o u ld  le a d  n o t  o n ly t o  a  fa u lt y, b u t  

t o  a  p a r t ia lly e r r o n e o u s , id e a  o f t h e e co n o m y in  t h e r e 

d e m p t io n .

Ap a r t  fr o m  t h e w o m a n ’s p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  t h e s in , a ll 

o t h e r r e a so n s in  ge n e r a l, ca llin g fo r t h e r e a liza t io n  o f 

t h e  in ca r n a t io n  b y  a  h u m a n  m o t h e r , b e lo n g t o  t h e  d e s ign  

givin g M a r y ’s co o p e r a t io n  it s  p r o p e r  p la ce  in  t h e  p la n  o f 

d ie  r e d e m p t io n . E s p e cia lly t h e  fo llo w in g  r e a s o n s : (  1) I n  

t h e r e d e m p t io n , s in ce  it  is t h e w o r k  o f t h e t r iu n e G o d , 

b o t h  t h e  p e r s o n s  w h o  p r o ce e d  fr o m  d ie  F a d ie r , n o t  o n ly  

t h e  So n  b u t  a ls o  t h e  H o ly G h o s t , m u s t  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  

a  s p e cia l cr ea t e d  a ge n t . (2 ) N o t  o n ly t o  a  cr e a t e d  n a tu r e , 

b u t  a ls o  t o  a  cr e a t e d  p e r s o n  G o d  w is h e d  t o  give  d ie  h o n o r

25 The lesson in the breviary on the feast of M ary ’s N ativity is literally  

serm. 194 in App. S. Augustini, nos. 1 and 2; PL, X X XIX , 2104, and ac

cording to G . M orin, op. cit., p. 278, the lesson is from  A m brosius A utpertus, 

just as Sermo Append. 208 de assumpt., w here in no. 4 (PL, X XX IX, 2130) 

the same ideas are found. Sermo App. 120 de natio. Dom. appears in PL, 

X X XIX , 1985.

28 St. Jerome, epist. 22 ad Eustoch., PL, X X II, 408. 
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o f co o p e r a t in g  in  H is  s u b lim e  w o r k , in  o r d e r  t h u s  t o  m a k e  

t h e  a b u n d a n ce  a n d  gr a d e d  r e gu la t io n  o f t h e  co m m u n ica 

t io n  o f H is  gr a ce  r ich e r  a n d  m o r e  h a r m o n io u s . (3 ) A h u 

m a n  b e in g , o n e  t o  b e  r e d e e m e d , a n d  h e n ce  p a r t ic ip a t in g  

p a s s ive ly in  t h e  r e d e m p t io n , w a s t o t a k e a n  a ct ive  p a r t  

in  t h e  e xe cu t io n  o f t h e  r e d e m p t io n , in  t h e n a m e  o f t h e  

r e s t o f m a n k in d . By p r e p a r a t io n  o f a n d  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  

t h e r e d e e m in g s a cr ifice , t h is p e r s o n w a s p e r fe ct ly t o  

a ch ieve  t h e a p p r o p r ia t io n  o f t h e r e d ee m in g a ct a n d  it s  

e ffe ct s u p o n  m a n k in d  in  ge n e r a l. (4 ) F in a lly, b y t h e  

p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f a  fe m a le  s p e cifica lly d e s t in e d  t o b e a s 

s o cia t e d  w it h  Ch r is t  t o  t h e  e n d s  m e n t io n e d , a n d  w h o , a s  

t h e  m a t e r n a l b r id e  o f Ch r is t , b e ca m e  in  h e r  co o p e r a t io n  

w it h  H im  t h e  s p ir it u a l m o th e r  o f t h e  r e m a in in g  m e m b e r s  

o f t h e  r e d e em e d , t h e s e  la t t e r  w ill h a ve  gr e a t e r  co n fid e n ce  

o f r e ce ivin g  t h e  fr u it s  o f r e d e m p t io n , a n d  t h u s  w ill s t r ive  

fo r t h e m  m o r e co u r a ge o u s ly.

All t h e s e r e a s o n s o b vio u s ly d e m a n d  M a r y ’s co o p e r a 

t io n , n o t in  o r d e r t o a ch ie ve o r co m p le t e t h e in t r in s ic  

p o w e r o f t h e r e d e e m in g w o r k , b u t o n ly t o p e r fect it s  

b e a u ty a n d  lo ve lin e s s in  a ll r e s p e ct s , e s p e cia lly it s o r 

ga n ic  co n n e ct io n  w it h  m a n k in d  t o  b e  r e d ee m e d ,  w h e r e b y  

t h e  p e r fe ct  co m p le t io n  o f it s  a p p lica t io n  a n d  a p p lica b ilit y  

w a s  co n d it io n e d .

St . Be r n a r d  e xp la in s t h e  la t t e r  p o in t t h u s : “O n e m a n  

a n d  o n e w o m a n  h a r m ed  u s gr ie vo u s ly. T h a n k s t o G o d , 

a ll t ilin gs  a r e  r e s t o r e d  b y o n e  m a n  a n d  o n e  w o m a n , a n d  

t h a t  w it h  in t e r e s t . I t  is t r u e  t h a t  Ch r is t  w o u ld  h a ve  b e e n  

a d e q u a t e , s in ce  a ll o u r  s u ffic ie n cy  is  fr o m  H im , b u t  it  w a s  

n o t go o d  fo r u s t h a t it s h o u ld  b e a  m a n  a lo n e . I t  w a s  

m o r e  a p p r o p r ia t e  t h a t  b o t h  s e xe s  s h o u ld  t a k e  p a r t  in  o u r  

r e p a r a t io n , s in ce  b o t h  h a d  w r o u gh t  o u r  r u in . J e s u s  Ch r is t  
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a s m a n  o b vio u s ly is t h e t r u s t w o r t h y a n d  a b le  m e d ia to r  

b e t w e e n  G o d  a n d  m a n , b u t  m a n k in d  h o n o r s  in  H im  H is  

d ivin e m a jes t y. N o t o n ly H is m e r cy b u t a ls o H is ju d g 

m e n t  is s u n g. T h e r e  is t h u s n e e d  o f a  m e d ia to r  w it h  t h a t  

m e d ia to r , a n d  n o n e  co u ld  b e  m o r e  fit t in g  t h a n  M a r y. W h y  

s h o u ld  h u m a n  fr a ilt y  h e s it a t e  t o  a p p r o a ch  M a r y?  T h e r e  is  

n o th in g  s e ve r e , n o th in g  t e r r ib le  a b o u t  h e r ; s h e  is  a ll s w e e t  

a n d  o ffe r s  t o  a ll m ilk  a n d  w o o l.” 2 7

F r o m  t h e p o s it ive a n d  s u p e r n a t u r a l ch a r a ct e r o f t h e  

w o r k o f r e d e m p t io n  in  co n t r a s t  t o  t h e w o r k  o f t h e F a ll, 

t h e r e fo llo w  im p o r t a n t d iffe r e n ce s a s t o t h e m a n n e r o f 

co o p e r a t io n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f t h e  w o m a n . ( 1 ) E ve ’s  co o p e r a 

t io n  w a s o n ly m a t e r ia l a n d  in d ir e ct , b e ca u s e t h e fa ll o f 

t h e  r a ce  w a s  n o t  fo r m a lly m e a n t t h e r e b y, b u t  o n ly fo r e 

s e e n . I n  t h e  s t r ict e s t  s e n s e o f t h e  w o r d , M a r y ’s co o p e r a 

t io n  w a s  fo r m a l, b e ca u se  it  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  e n t ir e ly b y t h e  

lo vin g p u r p o s e  o f a ch ie vin g t h e  r e d e m p t io n  o f m a n k in d . 

(2 ) E ve co o p e r a t e d  in  t h e F a ll b y h e r p u r e ly n a t u r a l 

p o w e r . M a r y  co o p e r a t e d  b y  vir t u e  o f a  s u p e r n a tu r a l e le va 

t io n  a n d  o r d in a t io n , in  s o  fa r  a s  s h e , a s  ch o s e n  in s t r u m e n t  

o f t h e H o ly G h o s t , w a s a s s o cia t e d  w it h  t h e in ca r n a t e  

Lo go s , a n d  b y a  p o w e r  w h ich , in  t u r n , ca m e  t o  h e r  fr o m  

t h e m e r it s o f t h e R e d e e m e r . (3 ) La s t ly, o n ly t in e e x 

is t e n ce o f Ad a m ’s ca la m ito u s d e e d  d e p e n d e d  o n  E ve ’s  

co o p e r a t io n , w h e r e a s  M a r y’s  co o p e r a t io n  co n d it io n e d  t h e  

e xis t e n ce  o f t h e  s u b s t a n t ia l p r in cip le , o r  o f t h e  in s t r u m e n t  

fo r  t h e  r e d e e m in g a ct ivit y.

21 St. Bernard, Sermo de 12 praerog., no. 1; PL, CLXX XII, 429.



CH AP TE R  X I

Mary’s Cooperation in Its Concrete 

Form 1

As a  r u le , o n ly in  o n e o r  o t h e r  r e s p e ct  d o  t h e F a th e r s  

/ > a n d  t h e o lo g ia n s  d e fin e t h e  m a n n e r  in  w h ich , b y h e r  

co o p e r a t io n  w it h  t h e  R e d e e m e r , M a r y b e ca m e  w it h  H im  

t h e  ca u s e  o f s a lva t io n . W e  s h a ll a t t e m p t  t o  b r in g  t h e  m o s t  

im p o r t a n t p o in t s o f vie w t o ge t h e r a n d e xp la in t h e m  

b r ie fly.

M a r y ’s  Fu n d a m e n t a l  C o o p e r a t io n  b y  W a y  o f  

H e r  M o t h e r h o o d

W h e n  t h e  F a t h e r s  in t r o d u ce  M a r y a s  t h e  ge n e r a l ca u s e  

o f s a lva t io n  a n d  fr o m  t h is  p o in t  o f vie w  co m p a r e  h e r  w it h  

E ve , t h e ca u s e o f p e r d it io n , w it h o u t go in g in t o fu r th e r  

d e t a ils t h e y u s u a lly e xp la in  t h is a t t r ib u t e s im p ly a s fo l

lo w s : M a r y, o r  G o d  t h r o u gh  M a r y, p r e s e n t e d  t h e w o r ld  

w it h  t h e  R e d e e m e r  in  t h e  b ir t h  o f Ch r is t , a s E ve , o r  t h e  

d e vil t h r o u gh E ve , b r o u gh t p e r d it io n  in t o t h e w o r ld  

t h r o u gh  t h e  s e d u ct io n  o f Ad a m .

Co n s e q u e n t ly in  t h e  fir s t  p la ce  it  is  t h e  d ivin e  m o th e r 

h o o d  it s e lf, o r  t h e  a ct ivit y o f t h e  M o t h e r  o f G o d , w h e r e b y

1 For literature see Suarez, De incarn., disp. 23; Christoph. V ega, Theol. 
Mar., pal. 30, cert. 4; V irg. Sedlmayer, Theologia Mariana (in Bourassé, 

Summa Aurea, V ol. V II), p. 2, q.8, and p. 3, q.2; F. W . Faber, The Foot 
of the Cross (London, 1858), chap. 9; P. Jeanjacquot, Simples explications 

sur la coopération de la T. S. Vierge à ï  œuvre de la rédemption, Paris, 1868; 

Passaglia, De imm. conc., sec. 6, chap. 4.

209  
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s h e co o p e r a t e d  in  t h e r e d e m p t io n  o f t h e w o r ld . I n  a  

n a tu r a l w a y E ve , a s  m e d ia t r ix  o f t h e  s e e d  o f t h e  s e r p e n t ,  

h a d  b r o u gh t fo r t h  s in  in  t h e m a n  a n d  t h e r eb y in  t h e  

w h o le  h u m a n  r a ce . Lik e w is e  in  a  s u p e r n a t u r a l w a y M a r y, 

in  h e r  s e e d , t h a t  is , in  t h e  fr u it  o f h e r  b o d y, b r o u gh t  in t o  

t h e  w o r ld  t h e  p e r s o n a l b u d  o f ju s t ice , t h a t  is , t h e  e s s e n t ia l 

p r in cip le  o f ju s t ice o r ju s t ice it s e lf, w h ich  s h e r e ce ive d  

fr o m  G o d . H e n ce , t h is ve r y m a t e r n a l a ct ivit y w a s e s p e 

cia lly r e ga r d e d  a s a  lift in g o f t h e s in  o f E ve , t h a t is , a s  

a n  a b o lit io n  o r  r a th e r  a n  e xt e r m in a t io n  o f it , b e ca u s e it  

a ctu a lly p r e p a r e d  t h e r e d e e m in g a ct o f Ch r is t a s m u ch  

a s  E ve  h a d  p r e p a r e d  t h e  ca la m ito u s  d e e d  o f Ad a m  b y  h e r  

s e d u ct io n .

T o  b r in g  o u t  t h e  fu ll im p o r t  o f M a r y’s  co o p e r a t io n  in  t h e  

r e d e m p t io n  a s it is co n t a in e d  in  h e r m a te r n a l a ct ivit y, 

e s p e cia lly  a ga in s t  E ve ’s  w r o n g  d o in g, o t h e r  fa cto r s  w h ich  

a r e cle a r ly fo u n d  in  t h e G o s p e ls a n d  t h e F a th e r s m u s t  

b e  e xp la in e d . (  1 ) M a r y’s  m a te r n a l a ct ivit y is n o t  a  m e r e  

in s t r u m e n ta l w o r k in g o f n a tu r e , b u t a m in is t e r ia l a n d  

p e r s o n a l a ct ivit y b a s e d  o n  h e r  vo lu n t a r y co n s e n t t o  h e r  

m o t h e r h o o d . I n  t h is ca p a cit y s h e w a s e n lis t e d  b y G o d  

fo r  t h e  r e a liza t io n  o f t h e  r e d e m p t io n , t h a t  t h e r e b y, o n  h e r  

s id e , m a n k in d  m igh t a p p r o a ch  a n d  m e e t H im , n a m e ly, 

t h r o u gh  h e r  vo lu n t a r y r e ce p t io n  o f t h e  p r in cip le  o f t h e  

r e d em p t io n  a n d  h e r  vo lu n t a r y o ffe r in g o f h e r s e lf a s H is  

I n s t r u m e n t . (2 ) Be ca u s e  h e r  So n  is a n n o u n ce d  t o  h e r  a s  

t h e R e d e e m e r  o f t h e w o r ld , t h is a ct ivit y o n  h e r  s id e is  

d ir e ct e d  fo r m a lly a n d  d ir e ct ly t o  m a k in g t h e  r e d e m p t io n  

p o ss ib le . (3 ) T h e F a th e r s e xp la in  ve r y s p e cia lly, t h a t  

M a r y’s  co n s e n t  t o  h e r  m o t h e r h o o d  co n s t it u t e s  o n  h e r  p a r t  

a n  e m in e n t ly m o r a l d e e d , w h e r e b y s h e in t r o d u ce d  a n d  

p r e p a r e d  t h e  d e fin it e  a ct  o f t h e  r e d e m p t io n , a s m u ch  a s  
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E ve  in t r o d u ce d  a n d  p r e p a r e d  t h e d e e d  o f Ad a m  b y h e r  

p e r s o n a l s in . As t o it s fo r m  it  is t h u s t h e e xa ct co u n t e r 

p a r t  o f E ve ’s s in . T h e la t t e r  e s s e n t ia lly co n s is t e d  in  b e 

lie vin g  t h e  d e vil a n d  in  o b e yin g h im , o r  in  n o t  b e lie vin g  

a n d  n o t  o b e yin g  G o d ; a n d  t h e r e b y  E ve  d e s e r t e d  h e r  ca ll

in g a s in s t r u m e n t  fo r  t h e  co m m u n ica t io n  o f ju s t ice , a n d  

ga ve h e r s e lf t o  t h e d e vil a s a n  in s t r u m e n t fo r  t h e co m 

m u n ica t io n  o f s in . M a r y p r e p a r e d  t h e d e live r a n ce fr o m  

s in  b y givin g h e r s e lf t o G o d  in  fa it h  a n d  o b e d ien ce , in  

o r d e r  t o  s e r ve  H im  a s  a n  in s t r u m e n t  fo r  t h e  co m m u n ica 

t io n  o f ju s t ice . As co n se n t give n  t o G o d  r e ga r d in g t h e  

e xis t e n ce  o f t h e  R e d ee m e r , t h is  fo r m  o f M a r y’s co o p e r a 

t io n  in  t h e r e d e m p t io n  is a co o p e r a t io n  w it h  G o d t h e  

F a t h e r  in  t h e  r e a liza t io n  o f t h e  r e d em p t io n ; ju s t  a s E ve ’s  

s in , a s  a  co n s e n t  give n  t o  t h e  d e vil,  w a s  a  co o p e r a t io n  w it h  

t h e  la t t e r  in  w o r k in g  t h e  d e s t r u ct io n  o f t h e h u m a n  r a ce . 

Be ca u s e  E ve  in d u ce d  Ad a m  t o  a ccep t  h e r  p r o p o s a l, h e r  

s in  w a s  a  d ir e ct  co o p e r a t io n  w it h  Ad a m . So , t o o , M a r y ’s  

o b e d ie n ce  b e ca m e  a  co o p e r a t io n  w it h  Ch r is t H im s e lf in  

H is w o r k o f r e d e m p t io n , b e ca u s e Ch r is t ’s fir s t a ct o f 

o b e d ie n ce  w a s  jo in e d  im m e d ia t e ly t o  h e r s .

M a r y’s co o p e r a t io n  im p lie s a  t r u e d e p e n d en ce  o f t h e  

w h o le  w o r k  o f r e d e m p t io n  o n  h e r  w ill. I t  is  a  d e p e n d e n ce  

w h ich  w a s w ille d  a n d  a r r a n ge d  b y G o d  H im s e lf, a n d  it  

w a s s u ch  a s b y n o m e a n s e xp o s e d  t h e e xe cu t io n  o f t h e  

w o r k  t o t h e d a n ge r  o f fr u s t r a t io n ; fo r  t o ge th e r  w it h  it s  

d e cr e e , G o d  p r o vid e d  a ls o t h e  a s s u r a n ce  o f M a r y’s co n 

s e n t . Bu t  w h e n  t h is d e p e n d e n ce  is e m p h a s ize d , it  is n o t  

w is e  t o  ca r r y it  t o  t h e  e xt en t  o f s a yin g t h a t , if M a r y h a d  

n o t give n  h e r  co n s e n t , t h e r e d e m p t io n  w o u ld  n o t h a ve  

t a k e n  p la ce . F o r  in  t h a t  w a y it  w o u ld  s e e m  t h a t  G o d  h a d  

n o t  t h e  a b s o lu t e  w ill o r  p o w e r  t o  ca r r y  t h e  r e d e m p t io n  in to  
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e ffe ct  a n d  t o  a s s u r e M a r y’s co n s e n t , a n d  t h a t , t h e r e fo r e ,  

b y h e r  co n s e n t  M a r y co o p e r a t ed  a s in d e p e n d e n t ly w it h  

G o d  a s o n e m a n  w it h  t h e o t h e r .

T h e  in flu e n ce  o f M a r y’s  co n s e n t  m u s t  n o t  b e  im a gin e d  

o n e -s id e d ly  a s  a  m o r a l in flu e n ce  in  t h e  s e n s e  o f m e r it s  o r  o f 

im p é t r a t io n  t h r o u gh  t h e m o r a l va lu e  o f t h e  a ct . I t  m u s t  

b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a s t h e in flu e n ce o f t h e w ill in  a n  a gr e e 

m e n t , t h a t  is , a s  t h e  a cce p t a t io n  o f a  go o d  a n d  t h e  d is p o s a l 

o f it , a n d  a ls o  a s  t h e  p o w e r  o f t h e  w ill in  t h e  u s e  o f o n e ’s  

o w n  p o w e r s t o p r o d u ce p h ys ica l e ffe ct s . O n  t h e o t h e r  

h a n d , w e m u s t n o t e xclu d e t h e im p e t r a t in g p o w e r o f 

m e r it , w h ich  is  co m p r is e d  in  t h e  p io u s a n d  o b e d ie n t  co n 

s e n t  t o  a  h o ly w o r k  p e r fo r m e d  fo r  t h e  glo r y o f G o d . Bu t  

w e  m a y n o t  s o  im a gin e  it , a s  if t h is  a ct  o f M a r y p o s s e s s e d  

a  gr e a t e r m o r a l va lu e a n d  p o w e r  t h a n  a ll h e r  o t h e r  a c 

t io n s . By it s u n io n  w it h  t h e d ivin e a ct io n , t o w h ich  it  

co r r e s p o n d s , t h is a ct o f h e r s is ce r t a in ly t h e r ich e s t in  

r e s u lt s a m o n g a ll t h e a ct io n s o f cr e a tu r e s . I n  a ce r t a in  

s e n s e  it is e ve n  a s r ich  a s  t h a t  o f Ch r is t ’s h u m a n ity. Bu t  

t h is  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t h a t , in  it s e lf, it  w a s  t h e  m o s t  m e r it o r i

o u s  d e e d , a n d  it  is  a lto ge t h e r  w r o n g t o  a s s e r t  t h a t , b y  t h e  

a ct w h e r e b y M a r y r e ce ive d  t h e R e d e e m e r , s h e m e r it e d  

in  t h e p r o p e r  s e n s e a ll t h e e ffe ct s o f t h e r e d e m p t io n .

W h e n  t h e  F a th e r s  2 s a y, t h a t  b y M a r y’s p io u s  a n d  o b e 

d ie n t co n s e n t s h e b r o k e t h e ch a in s in  w h ich  E ve ’s d is 

o b e d ie n ce  h a d  b o u n d  u s , t h is  m u s t  n o t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  

a  d e live r a n ce  b y  a d e q u a t e  s a t is fa ct io n  fo r  t h e  s in  o f E ve , 

a s t h is  is t r u e  o n ly in  t h e  ca s e  o f Ch r is t ’s s a t is fa ct io n  fo r  

a ll t h e  s in s  o f m a n k in d . I t  m u s t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a  p r ep 

a r a t io n  fo r t h e s a t is fa ct io n  w h ich  w o u ld  b e give n  b y  

Ch r is t , a n d  w h e r e b y, t o ge t h e r  w it h  a ll o t h e r  s in s  o f m a n -

2 See supra, chap. 10.
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k in d , t h a t  a ls o  o f E ve  w o u ld  b e  w ip e d  o u t . T h u s  d ir e ct ly  

a n d  fo r m a lly  M a r y ’s  a ct ivit y  m a d e  u p  o n ly fo r  t h e  p r e p a r a 

t io n  fo r  t h e  s in  o f m a n k in d  b y t h e  s in  o f E ve , a n d  fo r  t h e  

s h a m e fu l r e s p o n s ib ilit y w h e r e b y t h e w o m a n  w a s la d e n  

fo r  t h e  m inisterium  in iquitatis r e n d e r e d  b y h e r .

M a r y ’s M o r a l  C o o p e r a t io n  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  

t h e  B i r t h  o f  C h r i s t

Be s id e s M a r y ’s fu n d a m e n t a l co o p e r a t io n  in t h e r e 

d e m p t io n  a s co n t a in e d  in  h e r  ve r y a ct ivit y a s m o th e r  o f 

G o d , t h e r e is a n o th e r co o p e r a t io n , a  p u r e ly m o r a l o n e , 

b e fo r e a s w e ll a s a ft e r t h e co n ce p t io n  a n d  b ir t h  o f t h e  

R e d e e m e r . I t  is clo s e ly, e ve n  in s e p a r a b ly, r e la t e d  t o  t h e  

la t t e r . P a r t ly it  a n t ic ip a t e s  t h e  m o r a l co o p e r a t io n  w h ich  

a t t e n d s  t h e  b ir t h , a n d  p a r t ly it  b r in gs  it  t o  is fu ll d e ve l

o p m e n t .

(  1 ) Be fo r e t h e co n ce p t io n  o f t h e R e d e e m e r , M a r y  

d o u b t le s s m o s t p e r fe ct ly e xe r cis e d  t h e s a m e m o r a l a c 

t ivit y w it h  w h ich  m e n  in  ge n e r a l h a d  t o  p r e p a r e t h e m 

s e lve s fo r  t h e r e ce p t io n  o f t h e gr a ce o f r e d e m p t io n , in  

p a r t icu la r  m e n  livin g  b e fo r e  Ch r is t ia n it y  fo r  t h e  r e ce p t io n  

o f t h e R e d e e m e r H im s e lf; a n d t h is a ct ivit y s h e e xe r 

cis e d  a t t h e m o m e n t  o f Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n . W e  a r e r e 

fe r r in g t o t h e p io u s lo n gin g fo r  t h e R e d e e m e r , a n d  t h e  

lo vin g o b e d ie n ce w h e r e b y t h o s e t o b e  r e d e e m e d  t r y t o  

d o a ll t h a t , o n  t h e ir  p a r t , t h e y ca n  a n d  o u gh t t o d o t o  

o b t a in  t h e gr a ce  o f r e d e m p t io n .

As ch o s e n  b r id e o f t h e Lo go s a n d  in s t r u m e n t o f t h e  

H o ly G h o s t , a n d  a s m a n k in d ’s m o s t n o b le flo w e r , u n 

t o u ch e d  b y s in , M a r y co u ld  a n d  h a d , b y t h a t  a ct ivit y, t o  

p r e p a r e  a  w o r t h y d w e llin g fo r  t h e R e d e em e r  in  h e r s e lf 

a n d  a ls o  in  t h e  h u m a n  r a ce  t o  b e  r e d e e m e d . At  t h e  s a m e  
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t im e , b y t h e p o w e r  o f t h e H o ly G h o s t w o r k in g in  h e r , 

s h e co u ld  a ls o  w o r th ily o b t a in  fr o m  G o d  t h e s e n d in g o f 

t h e R e d e e m e r  in  t h e n a m e a n d  in  fa vo r o f t h e w h o le  

r a ce ; n o t  in d e e d  b y w a y o f a  m eritum  de condigno, b u t  

o f a  m eritum  de congruo, b e a r in g  t h e  m a r k  o f a  p r a yin g  

im p é t r a t io n .

T h e F a th e r s in d ica t e t h is fo r m  o f M a r y’s co o p e r a 

t io n  w h e n  t h e y s a y, t h a t M a r y m a d e t h e So n  o f G o d  

d e s ce n d  in t o h e r  w o m b . Als o t h e o lo g ia n s o f la t e r d a t e  

h a ve  e xp la in e d  t h is  fo r m . W it h  r e ga r d  t o  Ch r is t ’s  w o r k  o f 

r e d e m p t io n  it  r e m a in s a  p r e p a r in g a n d  r e m o t e  co o p e r a 

t io n . Bu t  in  a  p r o p e r  a n d  s t r ic t e r  s e n s e , h e r  e ffica cio u s  co 

o p e r a t io n  w it h  t h e  R e d e em e r  H im s e lf b e gin s  fir s t a t H is  

co n ce p t io n  a n d  is co m p le t e d  in  H is d e a th  o n  t h e cr o s s . 

T h is  r e d e e m in g  d e a t h  is  h a r d ly m e n t io n e d  b y  t h e  F a th e r s  

a n d  is  b u t  s e ld o m  t r e a t e d  b y  la t e r  t h e o lo g ia n s .

(2 ) Aft e r  t h e co n ce p t io n  o f Ch r is t , M a r y’s e ffica cio u s  

co o p e r a t io n  w it h  H im  a s  R e d e e m e r , a s  d is t in ct  fr o m  h e r  

p r e p a r a t io n  a s  w e ll a s  fr o m  h e r  m a te r n a l a ct ivit y, m u s t  b e  

p r o p e r ly a n d  s p e cifica lly d e s ign a t e d  a s  a  b r id a l co o p e r a 

t io n . F o r in H is m is s io n  Ch r is t ’s co r p o r a l m o t h e r co 

o p e r a t e d  w it h  H im  in  t h e clo s e s t m a n n e r a s w it h  h e r  

s p ir it u a l b r id egr o o m . T h is co o p e r a t io n  ca n  b e , t o s o m e  

e xt e n t , a n d  s o m e t im e s is a b s o lu t e ly, s o u n d e r s t o o d , a s  

t h o u gh  it  w e r e t h e  m e r e co n t in u a t io n  o f M a r y’s fo r m e r  

a ct ivit y  w h ich , fr o m  t h e n  o n , a cco m p a n ie d  t h a t  o f Ch r is t , 

b e ca u s e  b y  h e r  p e r s o n a l m e r it s , s u ffe r in gs , a n d  p r a ye r  s h e  

h e lp e d  t o  o b t a in  de congruo w h a t  Ch r is t  o b t a in e d  b y  H is  

m eritum  de condigno. O b vio u s ly a  m eritum  de congruo 

d o e s  n o t  a d d  a  n e w  a n d  gr e a t e r  p o w e r  t o  t h e  m eritum  de 

condigno, a n d  t h u s  t h is  fo r m u la  p r e clu d e s  a  p r o p e r  n e e d  

o f co m p le t io n  in  Ch r is t ’s m e r it .
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T h e  p o s it ive  m e a n in g a n d  e ffica cy o f t h e  m eritum  de 

congruo in  t h is ca s e  m a y a n d  s h o u ld  co n s is t  o n ly in  t h is , 

t h a t  M a r y, a s t h e  m o s t  n o b le  m e m b e r  o f t h e  r a ce  t o  b e  

r e d e e m e d  a n d  a ct in g  o n  b e h a lf o f t h e r a ce , e ffe ct ed  t h e  

a p p lica t io n  o f Ch r is t ’s  m e r it s ; o r , w it h  d u e  r e ga r d  t o  t h e ir  

a p p lica b ilit y a s d e p e n d en t  o n  t h e  co n d it io n  o f t h o s e r e 

ce ivin g t h e m , s h e e ve n  co m p le t e d  t h e m . I n  a h igh e r  

d e gr e e  it  is  a n a lo go u s  in  a  w a y t o  w h a t  t h e  Ap o s t le  s a id  

o f h im s e lf: “I  r e jo ice  in  m y s u ffe r in gs fo r  yo u , a n d  fill u p  

t h o s e  t h in gs t h a t  a r e  w a n t in g o f t h e  s u ffe r in gs  o f Ch r is t , 

in  m y fle s h , fo r  H is  b o d y, w h ich  is t h e  Ch u r ch .” 3 I t  ca n  

b e  d e fin e d  fu r t h e r  a s fo llo w s : t h e s h a r e  in  t h e  m e r it s o f 

t h e H e a d  co u ld  a n d s h o u ld  o r igin a lly b e ga in e d  a n d  

a p p r o p r ia t e d  fo r  t h e  w h o le o f m a n k in d , b y t h e a ct ivit y  

w h ich  a cco m p a n ie s  t h e  H e a d ’s  a ct ivit y in  t h e  r e d e m p t io n  

a n d  w h ich  b e lo n gs t o t h a t ch ie f m e m b e r  o f t h e b o d y,  

w h ich  is in  o r igin a l a n d  clo s e co m m u n ica t io n  w it h  t h e  

H e a d . An d  t h is  r e s u lt e d , b e ca u s e  t h e  a ct ivit y  o f t h is  ch ie f 

m e m b e r  w a s , in  a n  e m in e n t  d e gr e e , u n it e d  w it h  Ch r is t  in  

fa ith , lo ve , o b e d ie n ce , a n d  m e r cy  w h ich , in  d ie  in d ivid u a l 

m e m b e r s , is t h e co n d it io n  fo r t h e p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  t h e  

m e r it s  o f d ie  H e a d . H e n ce , a ls o  t h e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  H is  

m e r it s  m u s t  n e ce s s a r ily b e  co m m u n ica t e d , in  a n  o r ga n ic  

w a y, b y t h a t s a m e m e m b e r , b y w h ich  m a n k in d  is co n 

n e ct e d  w it h  Ch r is t  a s  w it h  it s  H e a d .

I t  is  o b vio u s  t h a t , in  t h is  vie w , t h e  m o r a l co o p e r a t io n  o f 

M a r y  w it h  Ch r is t , in  d ie  d is p e n s in g  o f co n cilia t o r y  ju s t ice ,  

s t a n d s co u n t e r t o t h e co o p e r a t io n  o f E ve w it h  Ad a m ,  

s in ce  t h e  s in  o f t h e  a n ce s t o r  w a s  co m p le t e d  b y t h e  s in  o f 

t h e a n ce s t r e s s t o b e co m e t h e s in  o f d ie a n ce s t o r s , t h u s  

m a k in g  it s  e ffect s  fe lt  in  t h e  d e s ce n d a n t s  in  a  n a tu r a l w a y.

» G al. 1:24.
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M a r y ’s  C o o p e r a t io n  in  t h e  Sa c r i f i c e  o f  t h e  C r o s s

T h is fo r m  o f M a r y’s co o p e r a t io n  ca n  b e d e s cr ib e d , 

cle a r ly a n d u n e q u ivo ca lly, b y co n s is t e n t ly u s in g t h e  

ch a r a cte r is t ic la n gu a ge  o f t h e Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s a n d  t h e  

F a th e r s . I t  is  t h u s  e xp r e s s e d : t h e  r e d e m p t io n  o f t h e  w o r ld  

is  e ffe ct e d , o r  t h e  gr a ce  o f s a lva t io n  w a s  o b t a in e d , b y t h e  

b lo o d  o f t h e  La m b  a s t h e  r a n s o m  o r  p u r ch a s e p r ice , a n d  

b y t h e  m u r m u r  o f t h e  D o ve  a s  a  p r a ye r  w h ich  is s a n ct i

fie d  b y t h e H o ly G h o s t , a n d  o ffe r e d  in  t h e  n a m e  o f t h e  

r e d ee m e d  fo r  t h e  a cce p t a n ce o f t h e  r a n s o m ; o r  a ls o , o n  

t h e o n e h a n d , it  is t h e a ct ivit y o f t h e h e a d  a n d  t h e a u 

t h o r it y o f t h e  p r ie s t , o n  t h e o t h e r , t h e d is p o s it io n  o f t h e  

h e a r t  a n d  t h e  s u p p lica t io n  o f t h e  b r id e .

T h e m u r m u r  o f t h e D o ve ca m e fr o m  a  h e a r t w h ich  

it s e lf w a s a  s p ir it u a l s a cr ifice t h r o u gh  lo vin g p a r t ic ip a 

t io n  in  t h e fife o f t h e La m b , a n d  w h ich  t h e r e fo r e co 

s a cr ifice d  it s e lf fo r  t h e  s a lva t io n  o f t h e  w o r ld , t h u s  m a k in g  

it s  p r a ye r  a  p r a ye r  o f s a cr ifice . Be ca u s e  o f t h is  w e  m igh t  

b e  t e m p t e d  t o s p e a k o f a  d o u b le s a cr ifice w h e r e b y t h e  

w o r ld  w a s r e d e e m e d . T h a t , e vid e n t ly, w o u ld  give  o cca 

s io n  t o  a  gr e a t  m is u n d e r s t a n d in g , e s p e cia lly w h e n  t h e  co 

o r d in a t e  p o s it io n  is n o t e xp r e s s ly e xclu d ed . T h e r e fo r e it  

m u s t b e  p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  o n ly Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice , a s  b e in g  

in  it s e lf co m p le t e  co r p o r a lly  a n d  e xt r in s ica lly, is  a  s a cr ifice  

w h ich  is co m p le t e a n d  in d e p e n d e n t ly e ffe ct ive . M a r y’s  

s a cr ifice , b e in g p u r e ly a ffe ct ive , is u n it e d  w it h  t h a t o f 

Ch r is t  o b vio u s ly a s  a  s e co n d a r y a n d  a cco m p a n yin g  s a cr i

fice  o n ly,  lik e  t h e  u n b lo o d y  a n d  in cid e n ta l s a cr ifice s  w h ich ,  

a cco r d in g  t o  t h e  r it u a l o f M o s es , a cco m p a n y t h e  b lo o d y. 

O r  r a t h e r , s in ce  M a r y’s  s a cr ifice  co n s is t s  e n t ir e ly  a n d  fo r 

m a lly in  a  lo vin g co -su ffe r in g, h e r s  is a  r e fle ct io n  o f H is .
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At  a n y  r a t e , b e ca u s e  o f h e r  a ct ivit y in  co n ju n ct io n  w it h  

Ch r is t ’s a ct  o f r e d e m p t io n , o r  jo in in g  a n d  a cco m p a n yin g  

it , M a r y ca n  b e  ca lle d  co o p e r a t r ix o f t h e R e d e e m e r  b u t  

n o t  co r e d e m p t r ix , b e ca u s e  s h e  h e r s e lf in  n o  w a y give s  o r  

p r o vid e s t h e p r ice o f r e d e m p t io n . I n  t h is r e s p e ct , w it h  

D io n ys iu s t h e Ca r th u s ia n  4 a n d  St . Alp h o n s u s Ligu o r i s  

w e ca n  ca ll h e r o n ly s a lva t r ix a n d  co n s a lva t r ix .

T h is id e a is e xp r e s s e d  b e a u t ifu lly b y Ar n o ld  o f Bo n -  

n e va l ( t w e lft h ce n tu r y) . T h is m u ch -q u o t e d p a s s a ge  

r e a d s : “Yo u  s e e  in  t h a t  t e m p le  t w o  a lt a r s , o n e  in  t h e  b r ea s t  

o f M a r y, t h e  o t h e r  in  t h e  b o d y  o f Ch r is t ; Ch r is t  s a cr ifice d  

H is  fle s h , M a r y h e r  s o u l. Sh e  w is h e d  t o  a d d  h e r  b lo o d  t o  

t h e b lo o d  o f H is s o u l a n d  b o d y, t o ce le b r a t e w it h  h e r  

So n , w it h  h a n d s  u p - r a is e d  o n  t h e  cr o s s , H is  e ve n in g  s a cr i

fice , a n d  t o  co n s u m m a t e  w it h  o u r  Lo r d  J e s u s t h e  m ys t e r y  

o f o u r  r e d e m p t io n  b y t h e  d e a t h  o f h e r  b o d y. Bu t  it  w a s  

t h e  s o le  p r ivile ge  o f t h e  h igh  p r ie s t  t o  b r in g  t h e  t r ib u t e  o f 

b lo o d  in t o  t h e  h o lie s , a n d  t h is  d is t in ct io n  co u ld  b e  s h a r e d  

w it h  n o  o n e  e ls e . I n  t h e  r e p a r a t io n  o f m a n k in d  n o  a n ge l o r  

m a n  co u ld h a ve t h is a u th o r it y in  co m m o n  w it h  H im .  

N e ve r t h e le s s , t h is d is p o s it io n  o f t h e m o t h e r  co o p e r a t e d  

m u ch , in  it s  o w n  w a y, t o  p r o p it ia t e  G o d , s in ce  t h e  ch a r it y  

o f Ch r is t  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  F a t h e r  H is  o w n  a s  w e ll a s H is  

m o th e r ’s p r a ye r s  a n d  d e s ir e s ; fo r  w h a t  t h e  m o th e r  a s k e d ,  

t h e So n  a p p r o ve d , a n d  t h e F a t h e r  gr a n t ed . T h e F a th e r  

lo ved  t h e So n  a n d  t h e So n  t h e F a th e r , b u t t h e m o t h e r  

b u r n e d  w it h  lo ve  fo r  b o t h . I t  w a s  o n e  t h in g  t h a t  t h e  d if

fe r en t  o ffice s  s o u gh t , t h a t  t h e  go o d  F a th e r , t h e  lo vin g  So n , 

a n d  t h e  h o ly m o t h e r  in t e n d e d , t h a t  lo ve  d e vis e d  fo r  a ll.

‘D ionysius Carthus., De dignitate et laudibus B.M.V., I, 23 (Toum ay  

edition of 1908, X X XV I, 99).

6 St. A lphonsus Liguori, Glorie di Maria, V ol. Π , discourse 6.
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At t h e s a m e t im e p ie t y, lo ve , a n d  go o d n e s s e m b r a ce d  

e a ch  o t h e r , t h e  m o t h e r  s u p p lica t in g , t h e  So n  p r e ve n t in g , 

t h e  F a t h e r  p r o p it ia t in g . T h e  So n  r e ga r d e d  t h e  b r e a s t  a n d  

h e a r t  o f t h e  m o t h e r , t h e  F a t h e r  t h e  cr o s s  a n d  w o u n d s  o f 

t h e So n . W h a t w o u ld  n o t b e m o ve d  a m id  t h e s e m a n y  

p led ge s , w h a t w o u ld  t h is s ch o o l o f h o lin e s s t e a ch  s a ve  

o n ly  p ie t y, w h a t  ch a r a ct e r  w o u ld  s a ve  o n ly  m e r cy?  Lo ve , 

h o lin e s s , a n d  go o d n e s s  co u ld  n o t  r e lis h  a n yth in g  co n t r a r y 

t o  t h e m s e lve s . I t  w a s  fit t in g  t h a t  n o th in g  s h o u ld  w it h s t a n d  

t h e m  o r  o p p o s e  t h e ir  h a r m o n y. I t  w a s  e n t ir e ly  p r o p e r  t h a t  

s u p p lica t io n , s a n ct ifica t io n , a n d  cle m e n cy ca m e  t o ge t h e r  

in  t h e  in t e r e s t  o f r e ct it u d e .” 6

T h e s e  s a m e  t h o u gh t s  a r e  e xp r e s s e d  in  s h o r t e r  fo r m  b y  

t h e s a m e w r it e r in  a  lit t le w o r k , De laudibus s. m atris 

Christi Mariae. I n  t h is w o r k h e a d d s : “D o u b t le s s t h e r e  

w a s  o n e w ill b e t w e e n  Ch r is t  a n d  M a r y, a n d  b o t h  a t  t h e  

s a m e t im e o ffe r e d  t o G o d  o n e s a cr ifice , t h e o n e in  t h e  

b lo o d  o f h e r  h e a r t , t h e  o t h e r  in  t h e  b lo o d  o f H is  b o d y.” 7 

Bu t t h e o n e s a cr ifice is d r o u gh t  o f o n ly a s t h e  fu s io n  o f 

t w o  s a cr ifice s  in t o  o n e , a n d  b o t h  a r e  k e p t  s o  s e p a r a t e  t h a t  

a  s p e cia l a lt a r  co r r e s p o n d s  t o  e a ch .

Alt h o u gh  Ar n o ld  o f Bo n n e va l d o e s  n o t r e ga r d  M a r y’s  

s u ffe r in gs  a s  a  b lo o d y  s a cr ifice ,  ye t , o n  t h e  a n a lo gy o f t h e  

b lo o d y s a cr ifice , h e h a s b e fo r e h im  t h e e xp r e s s io n  o f 

Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e , r e ga r d in g t h e  s w o r d  w h ich  s h a ll p ie r ce  

M a r y’s s o u l.8 O n  t h e o t h e r  h a n d , h e lo s e s t h e a n a lo gy  

o f t h e u n b lo o d y, in cid e n t a l s a cr ifice a cco m p a n yin g d ie  

b lo o d y s a cr ifice  o f t h e M o s a ic la w , w h ich  p r e s e n t s t h e  

o n ly a n d  r e a lly fit t in g  r it u a l t yp e  o f t h e  d o u b le  s a cr ifice .

e A rnold of Carnot, D e verbis Domini sermo 3; de verbo: Ecce Filius tuus; 

PL, CLXX X IX , 1694.

τ PL, CLXX X IX , 1726.

8 Luke 2:35.
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Be in g u n b lo o d y, t h is s a cr ifice d o e s n o t s h o w a n  in d e 

p e n d e n t  ch a r a cte r  o f p r o p it ia t io n , a n d , a s it  is d e s t r o ye d  

o n ly b y  fir e , it  co n s t it u t e s , a cco r d in g  t o  it s  fo r m , a  p u r e ly  

s p ir it u a l s a cr ifice . As t o it s s ign ifica n ce , s in ce  it is t a k e n  

fr o m  a  lo w e r  o r d e r  o f b e in gs , it  e xp r e ss e s  a  r e a l s u b o r d in a 

t io n  t o  t h e a n im a l s a cr ifice , a n d  w h e n  it co n s is t s  o f h u 

m a n  fo o d , it  in d ica t e s  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  a  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  

t h e  fr u it s  o f t h e  b lo o d y  s a cr ifice . Ve r y t a c t fu lly Ar n o ld  o f 

Bo n n e va l a vo id s ca llin g M a r y a  p r ie s t e s s . H e  le t s  M a r y’s  

s a cr ifice b e  o ffe r e d  t o G o d  b y Ch r is t , a n d  e xp r e s s ly e x 

clu d e s  h e r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  t h e  a u t h o r it y  o f t h e  h igh  p r ie s t .

Alth o u gh  t h is id e a  o f M a r y ’s co o p e r a t io n  w it h  Ch r is t  

in  t h e  w o r k  o f r e d e m p t io n  is  in  it s e lf ju s t ifie d , it  m u s t  b e  

jo in e d  w it h  a n o th e r t h o u gh t , m o r e co m p le t e a n d  p r o 

fo u n d , a n d  ye t  e q u a lly  cle a r , w it h  w h ich  t h e  Ch u r ch  p r o 

vid e s u s . T h e la t t e r lin k s M a r y ’s b r id a l co o p e r a t io n ,  

a cco m p a n yin g Ch r is t ’s a ct  o f r e d em p t io n , in  a  clo s e  o r 

ga n ic  u n io n  w it h  h e r  m o t h e r h o o d  a s  w e ll a s  w it h  Ch r is t ’s  

o w n  a ct ivit y. T h u s , t h e  a ct ivit y o f Br id e gr o o m  a n d  b r id e  

a p p e a r , n o t a s n e xt t o e a ch  o t h e r , b u t a s in  e a ch  o t h e r . 

T h is p r e s e n t a t io n  fo llo w s o f it s e lf, if t h e  a ct  o f r e d e m p 

t io n  is  vie w e d  a s  a n  o u tw a r d  s a cr ifice . An d  h e r e  it  co m e s  

o u t  m o s t  cle a r ly, if t h e  s a cr ifice  is  r e ga r d e d  m o r e clo s e ly  

in  it s  h ie r a t ica l fo r m , a llo w in g  o f co u r s e  fo r  t h e  p a r t ic ip a 

t io n  o f a  gr e a t e r  n u m b e r , w h ich  in d e e d  it d e m a n d s fo r  

it s  fu ll in t e gr it y, s in ce t h e ir  a ct ivit y in t r in s ica lly b e lo n gs  

t o t h e p e r fe ct io n  o f t h e s a cr ifica l a ct io n .

T h is id e a  p r e s e n t s M a r y ’s co o p e r a t io n  in  t h e a ct o f 

r e d e m p t io n  a s  fo llo w s : I n  t h e  s a cr ifice  o f r e d e m p t io n , o f 

w h ich  Ch r is t ’s  fle s h  w a s  t h e  o b je ct  a n d  m a t te r , M a r y  w a s  

t h e  r e p r e s e n ta t ive  o f m a n k in d  fo r  w h o m  it  is ce le b r a t e d  

a n d  co n su m m a t ed . I n  t h e  p r o p e r  a n d  fu ll m e a n in g  o f t h e  
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w o r d , s h e  co o p e r a t e d  a s  co -o ffe r e r  a n d  s h e  co -ce le b r a t ed  

t h e  s a cr ifice  a s h e r s . An d  s in ce  t h e s a cr ifice  w a s o ffe r e d  

in  t h is m a n n e r , it p r o ce ed e d  co m p le t e ly fr o m  m a n k in d  

a n d  b e lo n ge d  t o  m a n k in d .

T h is co o p e r a t io n  in  t h e s a cr ifice  w a s p o s s ib le o n ly in  

t h e  ca s e  o f t h e  m o t h e r  o f t h e  R e d e e m e r , b u t  in  h e r  ca s e  

w a s  a ls o  r e q u ir e d  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f G o d  a n d  w a s  in vo k e d  b y  

Ch r is t . I t  s h o w e d  it s e lf in  a  t h r e e fo ld  m a n n e r : (1) W it h  

a  vie w  t o  t h e  co n s u m m a t io n  o f t h e  s a cr ifice  o f r e d e m p t io n ,  

M a r y p r e s e n t e d  Ch r is t t h e o ffe r in g fr o m  h e r o w n  fle s h  

a n d  b lo o d , a n d  u n d e r  t h e  in flu e n ce  o f t h e  H o ly G h o s t  s h e  

p r o d u ce d  a n d  n o u r is h e d  t h is a s h e r  fr u it . (2 ) W it h  t h e  

s a m e  p u r p o se  s h e  co -d is p o s e d  o f t h e  o ffe r in g , e m a n a t in g  

fr o m  h e r  o r  give n  h e r  b y G o d , a s o f h e r  o w n  fr u it  a n d  

p o s s e s s io n , a n d  d e d ica t e d  it  t o  G o d  a s  a  s a cr ifice . (  3  ) I n  

t h e a ctu a l d e d ica t io n  o f Ch r is t in  H is r e d e e m in g d e a t h , 

s h e  co o p e r a t e d  a ls o  b y  h e r  co n s e n t  a s  tradens in m ortem . 

By s e lf-a b n e ga t io n  in  w ill a n d  fe e lin g , o r  b y a  consensus 

sententiae et sensus, s h e  p a r t ic ip a t e d  in  t h e  co n s u m m a 

t io n  o f t h e s a cr ifice , s o t h a t Ch r is t ’s s u ffe r in gs w e r e in  

t h e  fu lle s t  s e n s e  h e r  s u ffe r in gs  a ls o . I t  is  o b vio u s  t h a t  t h e s e  

t h r e e  fa cto r s  a r e  co n n e ct e d  m u t u a lly  a n d  m o s t  in t im a t e ly.  

T h e y a r e  d ir e ct e d  t o  e a ch  o t h e r  a n d  r e a ct  o n  e a ch  o t h e r . 

T h e y ca n  b e  t a k e n  t o ge t h e r in  t h e id e a  o f consensus in  

t h e  s a cr ifice  o f Ch r is t , o r  traditio a n d  cooblatio per con- 

sensum . T h e  fir s t is e s p e cia lly p r e s e n t  a t  t h e m o m e n t  o f 

Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n , t h e  s e co n d  in  t h e o ffe r in g o f Ch r is t  

in  t h e  t e m p le , t h e  t h ir d  in  M a r y’s p r e s e n ce  b e n e a th  t h e  

cr o s s . O n ly t h e  s e co n d  a n d  t h ir d  a ct io n s  ca n  b e  r e ga r d e d  

a s fo r m a l a n d  e xt e r io r  s a cr ific ia l fu n ct io n s . T h e  d e d ica 

t io n  o f Ch r is t  in  t h e  t e m p le  is  cle a r ly m a r k e d  a s  a  fo r m a l 

s a cr ific ia l ce r e m o n y b y t h e  r it u a l it s e lf, a s  w e ll a s  b y t h e  
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s p ir it  o f t h e  la w  w h ich  w a s  t h e r e b y fu lfille d , a n d  b y t h e  

in cid e n t a l p r o p h e cy o f Sim e o n . Bu t in  co n n e ct io n  w it h  

t h is , M a r y’s p r e s e n ce  u n d e r  t h e  cr o s s a p p e a r s a s a  s a cr i

fic ia l a ct io n ; fo r , in s p ir e d  a n d  u p h e ld  b y t h e  H o ly G h o s t ,  

s h e o ffe r e d  t o  G o d  h e r  So n  h a n gin g o n  t h e cr o s s a s co 

o ffe r e d  b y  h e r s e lf, a n d  H is  s u ffe r in gs  a s  s h a r e d  b y  h e r  fo r  

t h e  s a lva t io n  o f t ir e  w o r ld .

Ab r a h a m ’s  s a cr ifice  o f I s a a c  w a s  t h e  s p e cific  p r o to t yp e  

o f t h is s a cr ific ia l a ct ivit y o f M a r y, in  r e ga r d  t o  it s fo r m ,  

o b je ct , a n d  p o w e r . I n  t h e o b e d ie n ce o f fa it h  Ab r a h a m  

o ffe r e d  u p  h is  o n ly s o n , w h o m  h e  h a d  r e ce ive d  in  a  w o n 

d e r fu l m a n n e r . T h e r e b y h e m e r it e d  t h e s a n ct io n  o f t h e  

p r o m is e , t h a t  b y  h is  s o n , s a ve d  fr o m  d e a t h , h e  w o u ld  b e 

co m e  t h e  fa t h e r  o f m a n y n a t io n s .®  I n  s a cr ific in g Ch r is t , 

M a r y  d id  n o th in g  le s s , b u t  in co m p a r a b ly  m o r e  a n d , t h e r e 

fo r e , e xe r cis e d  n o le s s a s a cr ific ia l a ct ivit y. Ab r a h a m ’s  

s a cr ifice  w a s n o gr e a t e r  t h a n  w a s h e r s in  t h e p r e s e n t a 

t io n  in  t h e  t e m p le , w h e r e  t h e  o ffe r in g  o f h e r  So n  a p p ea r s  

a n  e q u a lly in d e p e n d e n t  s a cr ifice  a s  t h e  s a cr ifice  o f I s a a c.  

I f s h e d id  n o t m a k e t h e o ffe r in g a s in d e p e n d e n t ly a s  

Ab r a h a m , it  is n o t  t h a t  t h e  la t t e r  d id  m o r e , b u t  b e ca u s e  

t h e  o b je ct  o f h is  s a cr ifice  w a s  s o  d e p e n d e n t  o n  h im  t h a t  h e  

co u ld  d is p o s e  o f it  in  t h e  fir s t  p la ce . Bu t  M a r y co u ld  d is 

p o s e  o f h e r  So n  o n ly  in  a  s e co n d a r y m a n n e r , t o ge t h e r  w it h  

H im s e lf, b y co n s e n t in g  t o  H is  s a cr ifice . E ve n  a p a r t  fr o m  

t h e  in fin it e  d iffe r e n ce  in  va lu e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r e s e n ta t io n  

in  t h e  t e m p le  a n d  t h e  a ctu a l co n s u m m a t io n  o f t h e  s a cr i

fice , t h is cir cu m s t a n ce  it s e lf in d ica t e s t h a t  t h e ch a r a ct e r  

o f M a r y’s s a cr ific ia l a ct io n  is  n o t  a d e q u a t e ly r e p r e s e n t e d

8 G en. 22:1-19. A braham offered Isaac in the sam e place, on the sam e 

m ountain, w here M ary dedicated her Son. The Sacred Scriptures do not 

state that the m ount ol G en. 22:2 is the m ountain on w hich later the temple 

w as built (Π  Par. 3:1). Such, how ever, is Jew ish tradition.
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b y t h e s a cr ifice o f Ab r a h a m . F o r t h e p r o t o typ e o f t h e  

s a cr ific in g Ab r a h a m  la ck s t h e d o u b le r e la t io n  o f t h e  

o ffe r e r  t o  a  p e o p le  fo r  w h o m  t h e  s a cr ifice is o ffe r e d , a n d  

t o t h e  p r ie s t  b y w h o m  t h e s a cr ifice is o ffe r ed .

T h is d o u b le r e la t io n , a n d  a ls o M a r y’s e n t ir e  p o s it io n  

t o w a r d  t h e  s a cr ifice  o f r e d e m p t io n , is  s e lf-e vid e n t  in  t h e  

p r o to t yp e  o f t h e  p u b lic M o s a ic s a cr ifice . I n  t h is s a cr ifice  

t h e fu n ct io n s o f t h e la it y, co n s is t in g in  t h e b r in g in g o f 

t h e s a cr ific ia l vict im , w e r e  s t r ic t ly s e p a r a t e d  fr o m  t h o se  

o f t h e  p r ie s t , w h ich  co n s is t e d  in  t ir e ca r r yin g o u t  o f t h e  

s a cr ifice . Be t w e e n  b o t h  a  d o u b le  m e d ia t io n  t o o k  p la ce , b y  

t h e h e a d s o f t h e fa m ilie s  o r  t h e  e ld e r s  r e p r e s e n t in g t h e  

p e o p le  w h o  b r o u gh t  t h e  s a cr ifice , a n d  b y  t h e  a s s is t a n t s  o f 

t ir e  p r ie s t s , t h e  Le vit e s .

Co r r e s p o n d in g t o  t h is  p r o to t yp e , M a r y  s t a n d s  t o  Ch r is t  

a s h igh  p r ie s t , o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d , in  t h e  ca p a city o f h e a d  

m e m b e r  o f t h e  p e o p le , a s  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t ive  o f t ir e  p e o p le  

in  t h e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f t h e  o ffe r in g , o n  t h e o t h e r , in  t h e  

ca p a cit y o f Ch r is t ’s  b r id e  a n d  t h e  in s t r u m e n t  o f t ir e  H o ly  

G h o s t , a s  t h e  p a r t n e r  o f t h e  h igh  p r ie s t  in  t h e  fu n ct io n  o f 

o ffe r in g t h e  s a cr ifice  in  a  h o ly m a n n e r . N o t  t h a t  s h e  h e r 

s e lf d e d ica t e d  t h e  o ffe r in g o r  o ffe r e d  t h e  s a cr ifice  b y h e r  

a ct io n ; b u t , t h r o u gh  h e r  s u p e r n a t u r a l o r d in a t io n  a n d  fu ll 

p o w e r s , s h e  co -d is p o s e d  o f t h e  o ffe r in g  p r e s e n t e d  b y  h e r , 

a n d  co -o ffe r e d  t h e  s a cr ifice  o ffe r e d  b y Ch r is t  a s  h e r  o w n  

s a cr ifice . I n  t h e la n gu a ge o f t h e Ch u r ch , M a r y ca n  b e  

ca lle d  t h e p u b lic a n d  s a cr e d  m inistra o f t h e  s a cr ifice o f 

Ch r  is t  o r  b r ie fly  t h e  d e a co n e s s  a t  Ch r is t ’s  s a ce r d o t a l s a cr i

fice , b e ca u s e  o f t h e  a n a lo gy o f t h e  m inistri o r  liturgi in  t h e  

s a cr ifice  o f t h e Ch u r ch .

T h is  la t t e r  a n a lo gy is  in d e e d  t h e  m o s t  p e r fe ct  t h a t  ca n  

b e u s e d  h e r e . F o r t h e d e a co n  is a t t h e s a m e t im e t h e  
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r e p r e s e n t a t ive  o f t h e  p e o p le  a n d  t h e  o r d a in e d  a s s is t a n t  o f 

t h e  p r ie s t . I n  t h e  fir s t ca p a cit y h e  b e a r s t h e  m a te r ia l fo r  

t h e  s a cr ifice  t o  t h e  p r ie s t , in  t h e  s e co n d  h e  s u p p o r t s t h e  

p r ie s t in  t h e o ffe r in g  o f t h e  ch a lice  a n d  s e r ve s  h im  a ft e r  

t h e co n s u m m a t io n  o f t h e s a cr ifice in  t h e d is t r ib u t io n  o f 

t h e  s a cr ificia l fo o d , a n d  t h u s t h e  la t t e r  fu n ct io n  fin d s it s  

r e a s o n  in  t h e  fo r m e r . I n  lik e  m a n n e r , a  r e a l co o p e r a t io n  

in  Ch r is t ’s  s a cr ifice  b e lo n gs  t o  M a r y, a  co o p e r a t io n  w h ich  

fo r m s  p a r t  a ls o  o f t h e  s u b je ct ive  in t egr it y  o f t h e  s a cr ific ia l 

a ct io n , w it h o u t t h e le a s t d a m a ge t o t h e in d e p e n d e n ce  

a n d  h e ge m o n y o f Ch r is t ’s s a cr ific ia l a ct ivit y.

F in a lly, M a r y’s co o p e r a t io n  in  Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice  a t t a in s  

it s co m p le t e  h ie r a t ica l m e a n in g in  t h is , t h a t h e r  s o u l o r  

h e r  h e a r t m u s t b e  r e ga r d e d  a s t h e livin g a lt a r , b u ilt in  

a n d  fr o m  m a n k in d . O n  a n d  in  t h is a lt a r  t h e o ffe r in g o f 

Ch r is t , w h ich  ca m e  fr o m  h e r  fle s h  o r  h e r  w o m b , is  o ffe r e d  

b y  t h e  fir e  co n t a in e d  t h e r e in  a s  in  t h e  t r u e  a lt a r  in  s u ch  a  

m a n n e r t h a t s h e h e r s e lf a p p ea r s a s e q u a lly fille d  a n d  

t o u ch e d  b y t h is  fir e , a n d  t h a t  s h e  b e lo n gs  a ls o  t o  t h e  o b 

je c t ive  in t e gr it y o f Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice , t h a t  is  t o  s a y, t o  t h e  

co n cr e t e  fo r m  in  w h ich , b y G o d ’s d e cr e e , it  m u s t  b e  co n 

s u m m a te d .

I n  t h is  w a y, b y M a r y ’s  m e d ia t io n  Ch r is t  a s  o ffe r in g a p 

p e a r s n o t o n ly a s s a cr ifie d  b y a n d  fr o m  m a n k in d , b u t  

a ls o  a s  s a cr ifice d  in  m a n k in d , in  s u ch  a  w a y t h a t  H e  live s  

in  m a n k in d  a n d  t h e  la t t e r , o n  it s p a r t , is co -s a cr ifice d  in  

a  livin g m a n n e r  in  H im  b y a  lo vin g p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f H is  

s u ffe r in g. Lik e w ise , in  t h e  ca p a city o f s a ce r d o ta l o ffe r e r , 

Ch r is t a p p e a r s n o t o n ly a s o ffe r in g H im s e lf in  H im s e lf, 

b u t  a ls o , t h r o u gh  M a r y ’s m e d ia t io n , a s o ffe r in g H im s e lf 

in  m a n k in d , a n d  m a n k in d  in  H im s e lf.

I n  t h e m e a n t im e M a r y ’s p a s s ive co -o ffe r in g is co n 
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t a in e d in h e r e ffe ct ive u n io n w it h Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice , 

w h e r eb y s h e b e a r s t h is in  h e r  h e a r t . W h e n  t h is e xp r e s 

s io n  is  fu lly  u n d e r s t o o d , it  p o r t r a ys  M a r y’s  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  

s a cr ifice  o f r e d em p t io n  a s r ich ly a n d  p r o fo u n d ly a s t h e  

t e r m  deifera m a r k s h e r p e r s o n a l w o r th in e s s a n d p o s i

t io n .10  T h e  e xp r e s s io n  is  n o t  in  t e ch n ica l u s e , b u t  it s  m e a n 

in g  ca n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  fr o m  t h e  fo llo w in g. I n  ge n e r a l t h e  

F a t h e r s co m p a r e M a r y w it h  t h e a r k  o f t h e co ve n a n t , a s  

s e a t  a n d  t h r o n e o f G o d  a n d  a s t h e p la ce co n t a in in g t h e  

m a n n a  a n d  t h e  t a b le s  o f t h e  la w . Lik e w is e , t h e y p a r t icu 

la r ly a n d  fr e q u e n t ly co m p a r e  h e r  w it h  t h e  t h r o n e  o f p r o 

p it ia t io n  a n d  gr a ce a b o ve t h e a r k o f t h e co ve n a n t , t h e  

propitiatorium , a n d  ca ll h e r  w it h  p r e d ile ct io n  “t h e  livin g  

propitiatorium .’’11 H e r e b y t h e y d o  n o t  in  t h e figu r e  d is 

t in gu is h  t h e  a r k  fr o m  t h e  co ve r , n o r  d iffe r e n t ia t e  in  M a r y  

h e r  b o d ily fr o m  h e r  s p ir it u a l a ct ivit y  a s  m o t h e r  fr o m  t h a t  

o f b r id e . T h e y a p p ly t h e w h o le figu r e d ir e ct ly t o h e r  

w o m b . Bu t  it  is in  t h e  in t r in s ic co n s e q u e n ce  o f t h e  figu r e  

a n d  o f t h e ve r y m a t te r , t h a t a d is t in ct io n  is m a d e b e 

t w e e n  t h e s e  e le m e n t s  w it h o u t  b r e a k in g  t h e ir  o r ga n ic  co n 

n e ct io n , o r  t h a t , a p a r t  fr o m  h e r  w o m b , h e r  s o u l a ls o , in  

w h ich  Ch r is t  live d  in  a  m o s t  s p e cia l w a y, is b r o u gh t  in t o  

co n n e ct io n  w it h  t h e figu r e . I n  t h a t w a y, b e a r in g Ch r is t  

in  h e r  h e a r t  a n d  fe e d in g  H im  w it h  h e r  b lo o d , M a r y  is  t h e  

co u n t e r p a r t o f t h e  a r k  o f t h e co ven a n t . Be a r in g H im  in  

h e r  h e a r t  a t  t h e  s h e d d in g  o f H is  b lo o d  a n d  s p r in k le d  w it h  

H is s a cr ific ia l b lo o d  a t it s s h e d d in g, s h e is t h e co u n t e r 

p a r t  o f t h e  t h r o n e  o f p r o p it ia t io n .

I t  is e vid e n t  t h a t  t h e  n a m e , “b e a r e r  o f a  s a cr ifice ,” n o t

10 N ow M ary is called fleoÿôpos, bearer of G od, again θυηψόρο;, bearer of 

a sacrifice. See V ol. I, chap. 10 of this w ork.

11 See V ol. I, chap. 2.
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o n ly co m p le t e s b u t  a ls o e m b r a ce s  t h e id e a  o f o ffe r e r  o r  

d e a co n e s s  o f t h e  s a cr ifice , a n d  w it h  it  in clu d e s  t h e  “a lt a r  

o f s a cr ifice .” T h e s a m e co m p r e h e n s ive  m e a n in g ca n  b e  

give n  t o t h e e xp r e s s io n , propitiatorium , w h e n  b y it w e  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  a ge n t  o f p r o p it ia t io n  a n d  o f t h e  s a cr ifice  

o f p r o p it ia t io n  a s s is t in g  t h e  p r ie s t . Bo th  fu n ct io n s  o f M a r y,  

w h ich  a r e  h e r e  t a k e n  t o ge th e r , s t a n d  o u t  cle a r ly, t h e  fir s t  

in  t h e p r e s e n t a t io n  in  t h e t e m p le in  M a r y’s a r m s , t h e  

s e co n d  in  h e r  p r e s e n ce  a t  t h e  fo o t  o f t h e  cr o s s . T h e ir  o u t 

w a r d  fo r m  a n d  in w a r d  p o w e r  a r e r e fle ct e d  a t t h e s a m e  

t im e in  t h e fa ct t h a t M a r y b e a r s Ch r is t ’s p r ie s t ly s e lf

s a cr ifice  a b o ve  a n d  w it h in  h e r , a s t h e  h e a r t s u s t a in s t h e  

h e a d , a n d  s h e  a ls o  co o p e r a t e s  a n d  s h a r e s  t h e  s u ffe r in g  o f 

t h a t o ffe r in g , a s t h e h e a r t s h a r e s w it h  t h e h e a d .

I t is e vid e n t t h a t t h e p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f t h e m o t h e r o f 

t h e R e d ee m e r in Ch r is t ’s r e d e e m in g s a cr ifice , a s h e r e  

d e s cr ib e d , d iffe r s fr o m  e ve r y o t h e r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  w h ich  

o t h e r  h u m a n  b e in gs ca n  e xe r cis e b y t a k in g p a r t in  t h e  

e n d u r in g  o r  o ffe r in g  o f Ch r is t ’s  s u ffe r in gs . T h e  d iffe r en ce  

lie s in  t h e  in t im a cy o f p a r t ic ip a t io n  a n d  t h e r e fo r e  a ls o  in  

it s p o w e r . Be ca u s e o f it s in t im a cy, M a r y’s p a r t ic ip a t io n  

fo r m s o n e w h o le w it h  Ch r is t ’s a ct ivit y, s o t h a t , a cco r d 

in g t o t h e d ivin e p la n , Ch r is t a ct s a s lit t le a p a r t fr o m  

a n d  w it h o u t  h e r  a s s h e ca n  a ct  a p a r t fr o m  a n d  w it h o u t  

H im . Bu t fo r  t h a t  ve r y r e a s o n  a ll e ffect s  o f H is  s a cr ifice  

m u s t  b e  r e ga r d e d  a s  e ffe ct e d  a n d  o b ta in e d  co n jo in t ly b y  

h e r  in  a n d  t h r o u gh  t h is s a cr ifice . T h e r e fo r e , w e  ca n  s a y  

t h a t M a r y w it h  Ch r is t , t h a t is , b y h e r  co o p e r a t io n  w it h  

H im , ga ve  s a t is fa ct io n  t o  G o d  fo r  s in , m e r it e d  gr a ce , a n d  

t h u s r e d ee m e d  t h e w o r ld , b e ca u s e o f t h e fa ct t h a t s h e  

s h a r e d  in  givin g  a n d  p r o vid in g  t h e  r a n s o m . Bu t  w e  m a y  s a y  

t h is o n ly w it h  t h e e xp r e s s m o d ifica t io n , in  Ch r is t a n d  
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t h r o u gh  Ch r is t , o r  a ls o  in  a n d  t h r o u gh  Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice , 

in  s o  fa r  a s  s h e  s h a r ed  in  o ffe r in g  t h is  s a cr ifice  w it h  H im .

I n  t h is s e n s e  a n d  u n d e r  t h is fo r m  w e  ca n  r igh t ly a n d  

u n e q u ivo ca lly ca ll t h e M o t h e r o f t h e R e d e e m e r a co -  

r e d e m p t r ix , e s p e cia lly if t h e r e b y w e  fu r th e r  p r e s e n t  h e r  

a s d e a co n e s s t o t h e p r ie s t a n d  a s t h e a lt a r  o f s a cr ifice , 

o r  a s  t h e  b e a r e r  o f a  s a cr ifice . I n  t h is  w a y h e r  s u b o r d in a 

t io n  t o Ch r is t a n d  h e r  co n n e ct io n  w it h  H im  a r e clea r ly  

e xp r e s s e d . An d  h e r  s p e cific a ct ivit y is p r e s e n t e d  n o t a s  

o n e  w h ich  co n fe r s  va lu e  a n d  p o w e r  o n  Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice ,  

o r  co m p le t e s it s va lu e  a n d  p o w e r  b y a  s e co n d  s a cr ifice , 

b u t a s o n e w h ich  co m m u n ica t e s t o m a n k in d  t h e  p o w e r  

a n d  p o s s e ss io n  o f t h e  o n e  s a cr ifice  o f Ch r is t . Bu t  t ir e  id e a  

o f co r e d e m p t r ix b e co m e s co n fu s e d  a n d  o b s cu r e d , a n d  

M a r y’s co m p le t e s u b o r d in a t io n  t o Ch r is t , h e r  t r u e co n 

n e ct io n  w it h  H im , a n d  h e r  s p e cific a ct ivit y a r e  n o t  m a d e  

s u ffic ie n t ly cle a r , if in  h e r  ca p a cit y a s co -o ffe r e r  M a r y is  

ca lle d  p r ie s t e s s a n d  e ve n  h igh  p r ie s t e s s o r  co -p r ie s t e s s . 

E s p e cia lly is t h is  s o  if, a p a r t  fr o m  t h e  s a cr ifice  o f Ch r is t , 

a  s a cr ifice o f h e r  o w n  is a s cr ib e d  t o t h e  p r ie s t e s s , e ve n  

t h o u gh  b u t  a n  u n b lo o d y a n d  s e co n d a r y o n e , w h ich  w a s  

u n it e d  w it h  t h a t  o f Ch r is t  t o  fo r m  o n e  h o lo ca u s t . I f M a r y  

is  t h u s  ca lle d  p r ie s t e s s  n e xt  t o  Ch r is t  a n d  in  co n t r a s t  w it h  

t h e o t h e r  r e d e e m ed , h e r  p r ie s t h o o d  is s e e n  n o t a s a  la y  

p r ie s th o o d , b u t  a s  a  h ie r a r ch ica l p r ie s th o o d , a n d  h e r  s a cr i

fic ia l fu n ct io n  a s o n e o f o ffe r in g a n d  co n s e cr a t in g . I t is  

t r u e  t h a t , a p a r t  fr o m  a n d  n e xt  t o  Ch r is t , t h e r e  is  s t ill a n 

o t h e r  h ie r a r ch ica l p r ie s t h o o d , b u t  o n ly u n d e r  t h e  fo r m  o f 

Ch r is t ’s r e p r e s e n t a t ive . Bu t M a r y’s r o le  in  Ch r is t ’s s a cr i

fice  b e a r s  n o  m o r e  t h e  m a r k  o f a  r e p r e s e n t a t ive  o f Ch r is t , 

t h a n  it  d o e s  o f a  co n s e cr a t io n  o f t h e  o ffe r in g.



TH E W O RK O F RED EM PTIO N 227

I f, a cco r d in g t o  w h a t  h a s b e e n  a lr e a d y s a id , it  is p e r 

m is s ib le  t o  s p e a k  o f t w o  s a cr ifice s , o n e  m a in  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  

a  b y-s a cr ifice , t h is  w o u ld  n o  lo n ge r  h o ld  go o d  if s h e  w h o  

o ffe r s t h e  s e co n d  s a cr ifice  is ca lle d  p r ie s t e s s . F o r  in  t h a t  

ca s e  t h e  s e co n d  w o u ld  b e  p r e s e n t e d  a s  co m p le t e  in  it s e lf 

a n d  t h u s  a s  a  co m p le t io n  o f t h e  p o w e r s  o f t h e  m a in  s a cr i

fice . T h e r e fo r e , if w e  w is h  t o  ca ll M a r y  coredem ptrix, w e  

m u s t  b e  o n  o u r  gu a r d  a ga in s t  q u a lifyin g  h e r  a s p r ie s t e s s  

o r  a s co -p r ie s t e s s . T h e r eb y M a r y w o u ld  b e e le va t e d  t o  

a n  a s s is t a n t  o f Ch r is t , in  t h e  s e n s e  o f a  s u p p o r t , a n d  t h u s  

a ls o  t h e  ve r y n a m e  w o u ld  lo s e  it s  va lu e .12 I n s t e a d  o f t h e  

t it le o f p r ie s t e s s  a n d  co -p r ie s t e s s , w e  m a y, w it h o u t fe a r  

o f a m b igu it y, u s e  t h e  e xp r e s s io n  m in is t e r  o r  co -m in is t e r ,  

w h ich  b e co m e s s e lf- e vid e n t if E cclu s . 2 4 :14  is  a p p lie d  t o  

M a r y. Lit u r g ica l m in is t e r  in d ica t e s , in  ge n e r a l, t h e  p u b 

lic  o ffice  o f t h e  s a cr ific ia l s e r vice  a n d , t h e r e fo r e , is  a p p lie d  

t o t h e d e a co n  a n d  t h e p r ie s t a lik e . I n  e a r ly Ch r is t ia n  

u s a ge  it  p r e va ile d  a s  a  s p e cific  t it le  fo r  t h e  d e a co n , in  d is 

t in ct io n  t o  t h a t  o f t h e  p r ie s t  a n d  h igh  p r ie s t .13

Ve r y lit t le  is  fo u n d  in  t h e  F a th e r s  r e la t ive  t o  t h e  m e a n 

in g  a n d  e s s e n ce  o f M a r y’s  co -s u ffe r in gs a s  h e r e  t r e a t e d .14  

La t e r o n , M a r y’s u n iq u e p o s it io n  in  Ch r is t ’s s u ffe r in gs  

w a s  o ft e n  s a id  t o  co n s is t  in  t h is , t h a t  M a r y  a lo n e  r e m a in e d  

s t e a d fa s t in  h e r fa it h , a n d  fo r t h e r e a s o n  t h a t s h e n o t  

o n ly  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  fa it h  o f t h e  Ch u r ch  in  a n  e xce p t io n a l  

m a n n e r , b u t a ls o t h a t s h e a lo n e co n s t it u t e d  t h e livin g

12 The H oly O ffice recently condemned the devotion to M ary V irgin  

Priest, a devotion that w as propagated by som e theologians. See E. D u- 

blanchy, art. “M aria,” in Diet, de théol. cath., IX , 2397; also Bittrem ieux, 

Marialia, pp. 142  f.

13 Pseuao-Dionysius, De ecclesiast. hierarch.; PG, H I, 425, 508. lepeis 

stands for priest, tepipxys for high priest.

14 Som e have even m isjudged M ary ’s heroic virtue in her sufferings.



228 M A RIO LO G Y

Ch u r ch . F o r  e xt r in s ic a n d  in t r in s ic r e a s o n s  t h is m u s t  b e  

t r a ce d  t o  t h e  fa ct  t h a t  in  M a r y  a lo n e  fa it h  w a s  in  n o  w a y  

w e a k e n e d  o r  o b s cu r e d .15

Am o n g t h e m o r e a n cie n t F a th e r s , St . Am b r o s e r e 

p e a t e d ly p o in t e d  o u t t h e lo ft in e s s o f t h e m o th e r  o f t h e  

R e d e e m e r , s t a n d in g a t t h e fo o t o f t h e cr o s s , a n d  e s p e 

cia lly in  t w o  h o m o n ym o u s t e x t s , t o  w h ich  a ls o  Ar n o ld  o f 

Bo n n e va l r e fe r s .10 St . Am b r o s e w r it e s : “W h e r e a s t h e  

a p o s t le s fled , M a r y s t o o d  b e n e a th  t h e cr o s s a n d  vie w e d  

w it h  lo vin g e ye s  t h e  w o u n d s  o f h e r  So n , b e ca u s e  s h e  w a s  

lo o k in g  fo r w a r d , n o t  t o  t h e  d e a th  o f t h e  gu a r a n t y, b u t  t o  

t h e  s a lva t io n  o f t h e  w o r ld . O r  p e r h a p s , b e ca u s e  s h e s a w  

t h e  r e d em p t io n  o f t h e  w o r ld  in  t h e  d e a th  o f h e r  So n , s h e  

t h o u gh t t h a t  s h e a s r o ya l co u r t co u ld  a d d  s o m e t h in g t o  

t h e  s e r vice  o f t h e  p e o p le  b y h e r  o w n  d e a th . Bu t  J e s u s  d id  

n o t n e e d  a h e lp e r t o r e d e e m  a ll, b e ca u s e H e cr e a t e d  

a ll w it h o u t  a  h e lp e r .” 17 T h e s e  w o r d s  d o  n o t  s p e a k  o f a n y  

r e la t io n  o f M a r y’s co m p a s s io n t o t h e s a lva t io n  o f t h e  

w o r ld , n e it h e r  d o t h e y e xclu d e it . T h e y r e fe r  o n ly t o a  

co m p le t io n  o f Ch r is t ’s s a cr ific ia l d e a t h  b y a  s e co n d  a n d  

b lo o d y d e a th .

A m o r e t h o r o u gh  e lu cid a t io n  a n d  s t r e s s in g o f M a r y’s  

co m p a s s io n  w a s give n  e s p e cia lly b y St . Be r n a r d , in  t h e  

b e a u t ifu l w o r d s a t t h e e n d  o f h is s e r m o n  D e duodecim  

stellis, in  w h ich  h e  d e s cr ib e s  t h e  m a r t yr d o m  o f t h e  Vir gin  

a s t h e t w e lft h  s t a r  in  t h e cr o w n .18 Aga in  b y Ar n o ld  o f 

Bo n n e va l a n d  s t ill m o r e e m p h a t ica lly o n  s e ve r a l o cca -

16 See Trom belli, Mariae ss. cita ac gesta, V ol. I, disp. 38.

« PL, CLXX X IX , 1731.

17 St. A mbrose, in Luc., no. 132; PL, X V, 1837, and Epist. 63 ad V ercell. 

eccl., no. 110; PL, X V II, 1218.

18 St. Bernard, Sermo de 12 praerogativis; PL, CLXX XIII, 437; see Ro

m an Breviary, 2nd nocturn in festo Septem D olorum , Fer. V I post D om. 

Pass, and Septem ber 15.
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s io n s  b y St . Bo n a ve n t u r e ,19 u n t il t h e  h ym n  Stabat m ater  

dolorosa, w r it t e n  b y J a co p o n e in  t h e s p ir it o f St . Bo n a 

ve n t u r e , d e t e r m in e d  fo r  a ll t im e s t h e lo ft y figu r e  o f t h e  

M o th e r o f So r r o w s .2 0 St . An t o n in u s , St . Be r n a r d in e o f 

Sie n a , a n d  St . P e te r Ca n is iu s h a ve t r e a t e d t h is m a t t e r  

p r o fo u n d ly a n d  t h o r o u gh ly.2 1 Sin ce  t h e  fe a s t  o f t h e  D o lo r s  

o f M a r y  w a s  s o m e t im e s  ca lle d  Festum  spasm i B. Virginis, 

a n d  b e ca u s e o f t h e ch u r ch  o f S. Mariae de spasm o in  

J e r u s a le m , t h e r e a r o s e in  t h e s ix t e e n t h  a n d  s e ve n t e e n th  

ce n t u r ie s  a n  a n im a t e d  d is p u t e  o ve r  t h e  q u e s t io n  w h e t h e r  

a  spasm us, t h a t  is , a  p r o s t r a t io n  o r  im p o te n ce  fr o m  e xce s s  

o f gr ie f, co u ld  b e a d m it t e d  in  M a r y. Ca r d in a l Ca je t a n  

e n t e r e d  t h e  lis t  a ga in s t  it  in  a  s p e cia l w o r k .2 2 O t h e r s  fo l

lo w e d  u p  t h e  s p u r io u s  w r it in gs  o f St . An s e lm , St . Be r n a r d ,  

a n d  St . Bo n a ve n t u r e , a n d , w it h  ce r t a in  r e s t r ic t io n s , co n 

ce d e d  t h e  a d m is s ib ilit y a n d  p r o b a b ilit y o f a  s w o o n . T h is  

m a t t e r  is  t h o r o u gh ly d is cu s s e d  b y  Q u a r es im u s .2 3

A s w o o n  a cco m p a n ie d  b y co n vu ls io n s in  t h e  b o d y a n d  

a s u s p e n d in g o f t h e u s e o f t h e in t e lle ct in  t h e s o u l is

10 See note 6 of this chapter; St. Bonaventure, Lignum vitae, no. 28, and  

Vitis mystica, chap. 9 (edited by Q uaracchi, V III, 78  f., 174  f.). See also 

Stimulus amoris, p. I, c.3 (edited by V ives, X II, 638f.). This w ork is not 

from St. Bonaventure, but is compiled principally according to his style, 

probably by the Friar Jacob of M ilan. See edit. Q uaracchi, V III, 61.

20 The Stabat is probably not from Jacopone da Todi; see W ilm art, 

Auteurs Spir. et textes dévots du moyen-âge latin (Paris, 1932), pp. 508  f.

21 St. A ntoninus, Summa, p. 4, tit. 15, c.41; St. Bernardine of Siena, Sermo 

2 de glorioso nomine Mariae; St. Peter Canisius, D e virg. Deip., IV, 98.

22 Cajetan, D e spasmo B.M.V. in Opusc. omnia (Lyons, 1588), II, tract. 

13, 180 f

23 Pseudo-A nselm , Dialog, de passione Domini (PL, CLIX , 282-87), of 

no value; Pseudo-Bernard, D e lamentatione Virg.; PL, CLXX XII, 1138; 

Pseudo-Bonaventure, Meditationes vitae Christi, cap. 79; edited by V ives, 

X II, 607; this seem s to be the Franciscan Joannes de Caulibus, see D . A . 

W ilm art, Auteurs spirituels et textes dévots du moyen-âge latin (Paris, 

1932), p. 509, no. 2; Franc. Q uaresimus, Historica, theologica et moralis 

Terrae Sanctae elucidatio, lib. 6, peregrin. 6, cap. 11; II (Antwerp, 1639), 

209-29.
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a lt o ge t h e r in a d m is s ib le . T h is w o u ld  n o t b e co n s is t e n t  

w it h  M a r y ’s fu lln e s s o f gr a ce . M a r y’s s o r r o w s  w e r e u n 

d o u b te d ly s o  gr e a t  t h a t  t h e y co u ld  r e a lly h a ve  ca u s e d  h e r  

d e a t h , t o s a y n o t h in g o f a p h ys ica l co lla p s e . A p r io r i,  

t h e r e fo r e , it  co u ld  in d e e d  b e  a d m it t e d  t h a t  a  t e m p o r a r y  

s t iffe n in g o f t h e  b o d y  o r  a  d is o r d e r  in  t h e  n e r vo u s  s ys t e m  

m igh t  h a ve  t a k e n  p la ce , a s  a  r e s u lt  o f w h ich  M a r y  n e e d e d  

t h e  s u p p o r t  o f o t h e r s t o  k e e p  h e r  fr o m  fa llin g . F o r  t h e r e  

is  n o t h in g u n co m m o n  in  t h is , n o r  is  it  a  s ign  o f w e a k n e ss . 

J e s u s ’ fa ll u n d e r  t h e  b u r d e n  o f t h e  cr o s s  p r e s e n t s  r a th e r  a n  

a n a lo gy fo r  it . Bu t , b e ca u s e  o f t h a t  s ign ifica n t  stabat o f 

t h e  G o s p e ls  a n d  b e ca u se  o f t h e  m is s io n  w h ich  M a r y h a d  

t o  fu lfill in  t h e co m p le t io n  o f Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice , a  s w o o n  

a cco m p a n ie d  b y a  p h ys ica l w e a k n es s  is in a d m is s ib le in  

h e r  ca s e a t  le a s t .2 4

As a r u le , t h e s ign ifica n ce o f M a r y’s co m p a ss io n  is  

lo o k e d  fo r  in  m a n y  m o r a l fa cto r s . T h u s  M a r y, in  t h e  n a m e  

o f t h e r e d e em e d , m u s t  r e n d e r  t h e R e d e e m e r  in  H is s u f

fe r in gs  t h e  h o n o r  a n d  gr a t it u d e  w h ich  is  d u e  t o  H im . T o  

a ll s h e m u s t b e a n  e xa m p le o f s u ffe r in g , e s p e cia lly o f 

in n o ce n t  s u ffe r in g a n d  gr a t e fu l co m p a s s io n  w it h  Ch r is t . 

As in  H is glo r y, s o  a ls o  s h e  m u s t s h a r e  in  t h e  s u ffe r in gs  

o f t h e  Sa vio r  in  a  u n iq u e  w a y, a n d  t h e r e b y co m p le t e  h e r  

p e r so n a l m e r it s . By h e r  s u ffe r in gs  s h e  w a s  t o  b e co m e  t h e  

m e r cifu l s o la ce  o f a ll t h o se  w h o  s u ffe r .

W e  co m e  n e a r e r  t h e  m e d ia t o r ia l s ign ifica n ce  o f M a r y’s  

co m p a s s io n , if w e  s a y  t h a t  b y  h e r  co m p a s s io n  s h e  m e r it e d  

t h e  p r ivile ge  o f d is t r ib u t in g la t e r  a m o n g m e n  t h e gr a ce s  

o f t h e r e d em p t io n  in  a  m o r e a b u n d a n t  m e a s u r e b y h e r  

p r a ye r s . Be s id e s  Ar n o ld  o f Bo n n eva l, St . R u p e r t  h a d  give n

24 John 19:25; see Faber, op. cit., chaps. 1-2. 
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a  m o r e  p r o fo u n d  id e a ,2 5 in  w h ich  h e  p ict u r e s  M a r y ’s  co m 

p a s s io n  a s  s im ila r  t o  t h e  p a in s  o f ch ild b ir t h  in  w h ich  M a r y, 

w it h  Ch r is t , ga ve  b ir t h  t o  t h e  ch ild r e n  o f gr a ce . Lik ew is e  

St . Alb e r t t h e  G r e a t s e e s in  h e r  co m p a s s io n  a p r ivile ge  

w h ich  is  p r o p e r  o n ly t o  h e r  a n d  w h ich  h e  d e s ign a t e s  a s  t h e  

co m m u n ica t io n  o f Ch r is t ’s p a s s io n . F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  M a r y  

a p p e a r e d  a s  t h e  a s s is t a n t  o f t h e  r e d em p t io n , a n d  b e ca u s e  

o f t h a t  s h e  h e r s e lf b e ca m e  t h e  m o t h e r  o f a ll per recrea

tionem . By r e a s o n  o f h e r  co m p a s s io n  t h e  w o r ld  is  b o u n d  

t o  a  s e n s e  o f gr a t it u d e  t o w a r d  h e r  a n a lo go u s  in  a  m a n n e r  

t o  it s gr a t it u d e  t o  Ch r is t  fo r  H is  s u ffe r in gs .2 0 La t e r  t h e s e  

w o r d s  h a ve  o ft e n  b e e n  q u o te d , w it h o u t  ca r r yin g  t h r o u gh  

t h e  b a s ic t h o u gh t  o f a  “co m p a n io n  w h o  b y co n s e n t co 

o p e r a t e s  in  H is  p a s s io n .”

W h e n , a cco r d in g  t o  St . Alb e r t  t h e  G r ea t  2 T (  St . R ich a r d  

o f St . La w r e n ce  a n d  St . An t o n in u s ) , t h e t e x t  fr o m  I s a ia s  

is  q u o t e d  a ga in s t  “a s s is t a n t  o f t h e  r e d e m p t io n ” 2 8 (  “I  h a ve  

t r o d d en  t h e  w in ep r e s s  a lo n e , a n d  o f t h e  G e n t ile s  t h e r e  is  

n o t  a  m a n  w it h  m e”) , it  m a y  s e e m  lik e  a  p la y  o n  w o r d s  t o  

r e to r t  t h a t  h e r e it  is s a id  o n ly: “t h e r e  is n o t a  m a n  w it h  

m e ,” a n d  n o t  “t h e r e  is  n o t  a  w o m a n  w it h  m e .” T h e  w o r d s ,  

h o w e ve r , b e a r  a  p r o fo u n d  s ign ifica n ce . T h e  w o r d s  “t h e r e  

is  n o t  a  m a n  w it h  m e ” fo r m a lly  e xclu d e , in  Ch r is t ’s ca s e ,  

o n ly t h e  s u p p o r t  o f a  p a r t n e r  in  t h e  figh t , co -o r d in a t e  w it h  

H im  a n d  figh t in g  in  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a lo n gs id e  o f H im , w h o , 

lik e  Ch r is t  H im s e lf, s h e d s  h is  b lo o d  in  t ir e  figh t , o r  ga in s  

d ie  victo r y b y h is  b lo o d . O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , t h e  w o m a n

25 Rupertus Tuitensis, in Joan. lib. 13; PL, CLX IX , 789.

26 St, A lbert the G reat, Mariale, Resp. ad q. 148; edited by Jam my, X X, 

105.

22 Ibid., X X, 102.

22 Isa. 63:3.
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a s s o cia t e d  w it h  Ch r is t  in  H is  s u ffe r in gs  o ccu p ie s , e ve n  a s  

s u ch , a s u b o r d in a t e p o s it io n , a n d d o e s n o t co o p e r a t e , 

t h e r e fo r e , b y t h e  s h e d d in g o f h e r  b lo o d  b u t  o n ly b y s h a r 

in g in  Ch r is t ’s o w n  s u ffe r in gs .

T h e q u e s t io n  is t o u ch e d u p o n  a lm o s t a s b r ie fly b y  

Sa lm e r o n .2 8 O n  t h is o cca s io n , s o fa r  a s w e k n o w , h e is  

t h e  fir s t  t o  u s e  t h e  t it le  o f co - r e d e m p t r ix , u n le s s—a n d  t h is  

w e h a ve b e e n  u n a b le t o a s ce r t a in —St . Be r n a r d in e o f 

Sie n a u s e d  it b e fo r e  h im .3 0  T h e la t t e r , in  a co m p r e h e n 

s ive , p r o fo u n d ,  a n d  s u b lim e  m a n n e r ,  d e ve lo p e d  t h e  s ign if

ica n ce o f M a r y ’s co m p a s s io n ( in  co n n e ct io n  w it h  t h e  

id e a  t h a t “h e r  co n s e n t t o t h e in ca r n a t io n ” w a s “co n s e n t  

t o  t h e  cr u cifix io n ” ) , a n d  a ls o  h e r  m a te r n a l co o p e r a t io n  in  

b r in g in g  fo r t h  t h e  ch ild r e n  o f G o d , co m p r e h e n d e d  in  t h a t  

“co n s e n t .” O n  t h is is b a s e d t h e e xp la n a t io n  fo u n d  in  

Ca s t e lp la n io .3 1

I n  a p p lyin g Ab r a h a m ’s s a cr ifice t o M a r y ’s s a cr ificia l 

a ct ivit y, p r e a ch e r s a n d  a s ce t ics fo llo w t h e e xa m p le o f 

St . An t o n in u s  3 2  a n d  a p p ea l t o  St . An s e lm , in  w h o s e  ge n u 

in e w o r k s , h o w e ve r , t h e t e x t in  q u e s t io n  is h a r d  t o fin d . 

T h e y lik e  t o  s a y t h a t , a s  M a r y e xce lle d  Ab r a h a m  in  o b e 

d ie n ce , s h e  w a s  p r e p a r e d  t o  p u t  h e r  So n  o n  t h e  cr o s s  w it h  

h e r  o w n  h a n d s fo r  t h e s a lva t io n  o f t h e  w o r ld . Bu t , a ft e r  

a ll, t h is  t h o u gh t  is  u n n e ce s s a r y fo r  t h e  e m p h a s izin g  o f t h e  

p e r fe ct io n  o f M a r y’s s p ir it o f s a cr ifice , le t a lo n e o f h e r

29 Salm eron, Commentarii in Euangelia et Actus, III, tract. 43.

80 The idea is certainly to be found in St. Bernardine of Siena; see 

D ublanchy, art. “M aria,” in Diet, de th. cath., IX, 2392  f., w ho does not 

cite the w ord in question there or in 2400 or 2436  f.

31 In recent times, except by Castelplanio, the doctrine has been de

veloped by V entura, Faber, and Jeanjacquot, m ostly w ithout the strict hier

atical idea or at least w ithout its faulty application. See Castelplanio, op. cit., 
V ol. I, chaps. 8, 11, 18.

82 St. A ntoninus, Summa, p. 4, tit. 15, c. 14; edited at V erona, 1740, p. 

1227.
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s a cr ificia l a ct ivit y; fo r  t h is  p e r fe ct io n , a s  w it h  Ch r is t  H im 

s e lf, r e q u ir e d  o n ly a vo lu n t a r y s u r r e n d e r in g o r a b a n 

d o n m e n t  t o  d e a t h . T h e r e fo r e  t h is t h o u gh t  s h o u ld  n o t b e  

s t r e s s e d  u n d u ly s in ce  it  ca n  w it h  d ifficu lt y b e  r e co n cile d  

w it h  m a t e r n a l lo ve , e s p e cia lly fo r  s u ch  a  So n , a n d  w o u ld  

o n ly  s e r ve  t o  w o u n d  u n n e ce s s a r ily  t e n d e r  Ch r is t ia n  h e a r t s .

T h e  r e la t io n  o f p r o t o typ e  in  w h ich  Ab r a h a m  s t a n d s  t o  

M a r y, t h o u gh  b r o u gh t  o u t lit t le  o r  n o t a t  a ll b y t h e F a 

t h e r s , is s u r p r is in gly clea r  a n d  b e a u t ifu l, n o t o n ly in  t h e  

s a cr ifice o f I s a a c, b u t in  it s e n t ir e p r o vid e n t ia l p o s it io n . 

T h e  fa ct  t h a t Ab r a h a m  w a s  a  m a n  a n d  n o t a  w o m a n  a f

fe ct s  t h e  figu r e  n o  m o r e  t h a n  d o e s  t h e  fa ct  t h a t  t h e  e ccle 

s ia s t ica l p r ie s th o o d  is  e xe r cis e d  b y  m e n  p r o ves  a n  o b s t a cle  

t o  r e ga r d in g  it  a s  a n  e ctyp e  fo r  M a r y. F o r , fr o m  b o t h  s id e s ,  

t h e fa th e r h o o d , b a s e d  o n  t h e s u p e r n a tu r a l co o p e r a t io n  

o f G o d , b e a r s a  m a te r n a l ch a r a ct e r , a n d  vice  ve r s a , t h e  

vir g in a l m o t h e r h o o d  o f M a r y, n o t s u b o r d in a t e  t o  a  cr e 

a t e d  fa t h e r h o o d , p o s s e ss e s a  p a t e r n a l ch a r a ct e r .

T h e Ap o s t le  3 3 in d e e d  u s e s t h e s a cr ifice o f I s a a c b y  

Ab r a h a m  a s a figu r e o f Ch r is t ’s s u r r e n d e r  b y G o d  t h e  

F a th e r , t o  r e p r e s e n t  G o d ’s lo ve  fo r  m e n . Bu t  in  s o  d o in g, 

t h e a p p lica t io n  t o M a r y is n o t e xclu d e d , b u t r a th e r  in 

clu d e d ; fo r , t o ge t h e r w it h  G o d  t h e F a t h e r , M a r y s u r 

r e n d e r s t h e ir co m m o n  So n . T h e t yp ica l s ign ifica n ce o f 

Ab r a h a m  in  it s r e fe r e n ce t o G o d  t h e F a t h e r  is h e r e e x 

h a u s t e d  s o  lit t le  t h a t , in  it s co n cr e t e  fo r m , t h e  p r o t o typ e  

is  fa r  le s s  a p p lica b le  in  t h is  ca s e  t h a n  in  M a r y’s . F o r  o n  t h e  

p a r t o f G o d  t h e F a th e r , t h e  s u r r en d e r in g d o e s n o t t a k e  

p la ce  in  t h e  fo r m  o f o b e d ie n ce a n d  o f a  s a cr ifice , a n d  a s  

a  m e r it o r io u s  d e e d .

P r o t o t yp e s  o f M a r y, a ck n o w le d ge d  b y t h e  Ch u r ch , a r e

83 Rom . 8:32; cf. G en. 22:16.
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J u d it h  a n d  E s t h e r , n o t  fr o m  t h e  vie w p o in t  o f a n  o u t w a r d  

s a cr ifice , b u t fr o m  t h a t o f a p r o p it ia t in g in t e r ce s s io n ,  

a n d  o f t h e givin g u p  o f o n e ’s o w n  life , o r  o f o n e ’s o w n  

s o u l,3 4 a s t h e  J e w s e xp r e s s e d  it , w it h  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f o b 

t a in in g, t h r o u gh  vict o r y o ve r  t h e  e n e m y, t h e  d e live r a n ce  

o f t h e  p e o p le  t o  w h o m  t h e  b r in ge r  o f t h e  s a cr ifice  h im s e lf 

b e lo n gs . Bo t h  t h e s e p r o t o typ e s  m u tu a lly co m p le t e e a ch  

o t h e r . J u d it h  e xp o s e d  h e r s e lf t o  d a n ge r  o f d e a th  b y cu t 

t in g  o ff t h e  h e a d  o f h e r  p e o p le ’s  e n e m y. Sh e  is  a  p r o to t yp e  

o f M a r y  w h o , in  t h e  p r o t e va n ge liu m , is  p r o p h e s ie d  a s  t h e  

o n e  w h o , in  t h e figh t , w o u ld  cr u s h  t h e  h e a d  o f t h e s e r 

p e n t . E s t h e r  e xp o s e d  h e r s e lf t o t h e d a n ge r  o f d e a th  b y  

b e s e e ch in g t h e  k in g t o  s p a r e  h e r  p e o p le a n d  t o  m a k e  it s  

e n em y p o w e r le s s . Sh e  is a  p r o t o typ e  o f M a r y w h o  in t e r 

ce d e s  w it h  G o d  fo r  m a n k in d  b y t h e  s o r r o w s  o f h e r  s o u l.

H e r e  t h e  e xp r e s s io n  u s e d  in  t h e  e p is t le  o n  t h e  fe a s t  o f 

t h e  Se ve n  D o lo r s  o f M a r y  is  ve r y a p p lica b le : “T h y  p r a is e  

s h a ll n o t  d e p a r t  o u t  o f t h e  m o u t h  o f m e n  . . . fo r  w h o m  

t h o u  h a s t  n o t  s p a r e d  t h y life , b y  r e a s o n  o f t h e  d is t r e s s  a n d  

t r ib u la t io n  o f t h y p e o p le , b u t  h a s t  p r e ve n te d  o u r  r u in  in  

t h e p r e s en ce  o f o u r  G o d .” “ T h is is e m p h a s ize d  b y t h e  

w o r d s , “t h o u  h a s t  n o t  s p a r e d  t h y life ,” w h ich  ch a r a ct e r 

ize ve r y w e ll t h e a n gu is h  o f t h e m o t h e r ’s s o u l in  t h e  

s a cr ifice  o f h e r  So n . F o r  t h e  So n  is  t h e  s o u l o f t h e  m o t h e r  

in  s o  fa r  a s  h e r  w h o le  life  is w r a p t  u p  in  H im , a n d  a ls o  

b e ca u s e  t h e  J e w s  s p e a k  o f t h e  s o u l a s  o f t h e  o n ly ch ild  o f 

h im  t o  w h o m  it  b e lo n gs .s e

I n  m o d e m  t im e s  t h e  e xp r e s s io n , p r ie s t e s s , is  u s e d  m u ch  

in  o r a t io n s . T h a t  it  h a s  t h e  s t a m p  o f t h e  F a th e r s , is  cla im e d

84 Judith 13:25; cf. Esther 7:3.
85 Judith 13:22-25, as Epistle on the feast of the Seven D olors (Feria V I 

post D om . Pass, and Sept 15).

88 Ps. 21:21; 34:17.

belongs.se
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b y  a n  a p p e a l t o  St . J o h n  D a m a s ce n e , o r  r a th e r  T h e o d o r e  

o f St u d iu m , a n d  E p ip h a n iu s  ju n io r .3 7 Bu t  in s t e a d  o f t h e  

t it le , p r ie s t e s s , t h e y u s e  “b e a r e r  o f a  s a cr ifice ,” a n  e xp r e s 

s io n  co m m o n  t o a ll p e r s o n s w h o a ct ive ly p a r t ic ip a t e in  

t h e s a cr ifice . E p ip h a n iu s s a ys , “Sh e is ca lle d  p r ie s t e s s  

a n d  a lt a r a t t h e s a m e t im e .” T h e s e w o r d s d is t u r b  t h e  

gr a m m a t ica l co n s t r u ct io n  o f t h e t e x t . T h e y s e e m  t o b e  

o n ly a  co m m e n t  o n  t h e  w o r d s o f t h e t e x t : “M a r y is t h e  

t r ea s u r e o f t h e  Ch u r ch  w h o  r e ce ive d  t h e gr e a t  m ys t e r y  

a n d  p r e s e n t s  u s  t h e  h e a ve n ly b r e a d , Ch r is t .” At  a n y  r a t e , 

h e  h a d  in  m in d  o n ly a n  a n a lo gy o f M a r y t o  t h e  Ch u r ch ’s  

p r ie s th o o d . Bu t  e ve n  t h is a n a lo gy b e t w e e n  M a r y ’s fu n c

t io n s a n d  t h o s e o f t h e p r ie s th o o d  b y n o m e a n s ju s t ifie s  

h e r  b e in g  ca lle d  p r ie s t e s s . F o r  t h is  t it le  is  d u e  t o  t h e  p r ie s t 

h o o d  o f t h e Ch u r ch , n o t s o  m u ch  b e ca u s e  it  e xe r cis e s a  

m in is t r y s im ila r  t o  t h a t  o f M a r y, b u t  p r in cip a lly, b e ca u s e  

o f it s  p o w e r  t o  b le s s  a n d  co n s u m m a t e  t h e  s a cr ifice s  w h ich  

a r e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f Ch r is t a n d  a r e a n a l

o go u s t o H is a u t h o r it y. Sin ce M a r y ’s fu n ct io n  is n o t a  

fo r m a l r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f Ch r is t , it  a p p e a r s , n e xt  t o a n d  

u n d e r  Ch r is t , m o r e  a s  a  d e a co n a t e  t h a n  a s a  p r ie s t h o o d . 

T o  e m p h a s ize t h e o u t s t a n d in g lo ft in e s s o f M a r y ’s h ie r 

a t ica l d ign it y a n d  p o w e r , w e m u s t fu r th e r  e xp la in  t h e  

fa ct t h a t , in  co n n e ct io n  w it h  Ch r is t ’s p e r so n a l s a cr ifice , 

h e r  d ia co n a t e  co n ta in s  a  h igh e r  d ign it y  a n d  a  clo s e r  u n io n  

w it h  H im  t h a n  d o e s t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t ive p r ie s t h o o d  in  t h e  

r e n e w a l o f H is  s a cr ifice . I n  co n n e ct io n  w it h  M a r y’s p a r 

t ic ip a t io n  in  Ch r is t ’s  b lo o d y s a cr ifice , t h e  n a m e  o f p r ie s t 

e s s is  u s e d  fo r  t h e  fir s t  t im e  b y St . Alb e r t  t h e  G r e a t  fr o m

87 Pseudo-John D amascene (= Theodorus Studita), Or. 2 in natio., no. 

7; PG, X CVI, 693. E. H uzon (La Vierge-Prêtre, Paris, 1912, pp. 10f.) 

quotes the text as being from  St. John D am ascene. Pseudo-Epiphanius, De 

laudibus B.M.; PG, X LIII, 497.
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w h o m  St . An to n in u s b o r r o w e d  it .3 8 T h e o lo g ia n s d id  n o t  

u s e  t h e  e xp r e s s io n  a t  a ll.

T h o u gh  M a r y ’s co o p e r a t io n  d id  n o t co n jo in t ly e ffe ct  

t h e in t r in s ic p o w e r o f t h e r e d e e m in g s a cr ifice , a n d  d id  

n o t e s s e n t ia lly b e lo n g t o t h e e s s e n ce a n d  s u b s t a n ce o f 

t h e  a ctu a l w o r k  o f r e d e m p t io n , it  s h o u ld  n o t  fo r  t h a t  r e a 

s o n  b e  r e ga r d e d  a s a  p u r e ly o r n a m e n t a l a n d  a ccid e n t a l 

a ct . As it is jo in e d  w it h  Ch r is t ’s a ct ivit y t o fo r m  o n e  o r 

ga n ic w h o le , it  w a s  s o  e m b o d ie d  b y G o d  in  H is p la n  fo r  

t h e  e co n o m y o f t h e r e d em p t io n . T h e r e fo r e it b e lo n gs t o  

t h e s u b s t a n t ia l a n d  e s s e n t ia l in t egr it y o f t h e r e d e e m in g  

a ct io n , in  a m a n n e r a n a lo go u s , n o t s im ila r , t o Ch r is t ’s  

a ct io n s  w h ich  p r e ce d e d  t h e  s a cr ifice  o n  t h e  cr o s s .

T h e  a n a lo gy t o  Ch r is t ’s o w n  s a cr ific ia l a ct ivit y is m o s t  

s ign ifica n t fo r  t h a t o f M a r y. Ch r is t ’s w h o le life fo r m e d  

o n e gr e a t s a cr ific ia l a ct io n . O n  t h e cr o s s it o b t a in e d  it s  

co m p le t io n . I t  is  lik e w is e  vir tu a lly  o r  r a d ica lly co m p r is e d  

in  H is d e d ica t io n  o f t h e s a cr ifice , w h ich  Ch r is t a cco m 

p lis h e d  w h e n  H e  ca m e  in t o  t h e  w o r ld . H e n ce  H is  w h o le  

s a cr ific ia l a ct ivit y is o n ly a  d e ve lo p m e n t  o f t h is fir s t a ct , 

a n d  t h e Ap o s t le co u ld  a d d : “I n  t h e w h ich  w ill w e a r e  

s a n ct ified .” 3 9

T h is  w h o le  r e la t io n s h ip  ca n  b e  a p p lie d  a ls o  in  t h e  ca s e  

o f M a r y, s o  t h a t  h e r  m a t e r n a l co n s e n t  t o  t h e in ca r n a t io n

38 St. A ntoninus, Summa, p. IV, tit. 15, c.3, V erona, 1740, p. 926: sacer- 
dotissa justitiae St. A lbert the G reat is not indicated here, but chap. 16, 

p. 1017, reads: Licet autem beatissima virgo sacramentum ordinis non re
ceperit, quidquid tamen dignitatis vel gratiae in ipso confertur, de hoc 

plena fuit. This sentence is found literally in St. A lbert’s Mariale, q.43 (ed 

ited by Jam m y, X X , 42). Scheeben points also to the Biblia Mariana w hich 

are found in the sam e volum e of St. A lbert’s w orks. That w ork is certainly  

not from him , but probably from Christianus Lilienfeld (see G enevois, La 

bible Mariale . . . , Saint-M axim in, 1934, p. 26).

3»Cf. H eb. 10:5-10.
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o f t h e  Lo go s  w a s n o t m e r e ly a n  a b s t r a ct  co n s e n t t o  t h e  

e xis t e n ce  o f t h e  R e d ee m e r ,  b u t  co n cr e t e  a s  t o  t h e  e xis t e n ce  

o f t h e  R e d ee m e r  w h o  m u s t b e  s a cr ifice d . F o r , fr o m  t h e  

p r o p h e cie s co n ce r n in g t h e R e d e e m e r , s h e u n d o u b t e d ly  

k n e w  t h a t t h e r e d e m p t io n  h a d  t o b e a cco m p lis h e d b y  

a  b lo o d y  s e lf-o b la t io n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f t h e  R e d e e m e r . F r o m  

t h is  p r e m is e  it  fo llo w s  t h a t  w h e n , a s  a  r u le  a n d  in  vie w  o f 

t h a t  co n s e n t , t h e  F a t h e r s  s im p ly r e ga r d  a n d  p r e s e n t  M a r y  

a s a  co n t r ib u to r y ca u s e t o t h e r e d e m p t io n , t h e y d o n o t  

e xclu d e , b u t r a th e r im p lic it ly a ffir m  t h e r eb y, h e r p a r 

t ic ip a t io n  in  Ch r is t ’s  s a cr ifice . So , t h e  t h e o lo g ica l e xp la n a 

t io n , w h ich  la t e r  o n  d e ve lo p e d  a r o u n d  M a r y’s s a cr ific ia l 

a ct ivit y, w a s m e r e ly a co n s eq u e n t d e ve lo p m e n t o f t h e  

a n cie n t d o ct r in e .

Lik e w is e , w h e n  t h e  F a t h e r s  p r e s e n t M a r y, in  h e r  co n 

s e n t t o t h e I n ca r n a t io n , a s t h e ve r y o p p o s it e o f s in fu l 

E ve , t h e y w o u ld  n o t t h e r e b y im p ly t h a t  t h is is t h e  o n ly  

co n t r a s t  w it h  E ve ’s d is o b e d ie n ce , a n y m o r e  t h a n  Ch r is t ’s  

o b e d ie n ce , co m p le t e d o n  t h e cr o s s , is t h e o n ly a ct in  

w h ich  H e  is in  co n t r a s t w it h  t h e  d is o b e d ie n ce  o f Ad a m . 

I n  Ch r is t ’s ca s e , a s in  M a r y’s , it p e r t a in e d  t o t h e ve r y  

o b e d ie n ce  o f gr a ce  a ga in s t  s in , t h a t  a  w h o le  fife  o f ju s t ice  

a n d  s a cr ifice s h o u ld  co u n t e r a ct  t h e  o n e  u n ju s t  a ct  o f t h e  

fir s t co u p le .

T h e  d o ct r in e  r e la t ive t o  t h e co -e ffe ct in g  o f o u r  s a lva 

t io n  b y M a r y’s co o p e r a t io n  in  Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice  m u s t b e  

r e ga r d e d  a s t h e o lo g ica lly ce r t a in , a n d  n o t s im p ly a s a  

p io u s  o p in io n . I t  r e su lt s  a s  a  co n s e q u e n t  d e ve lo p m e n t  fr o m  

t h e t e a ch in gs o f t h e F a th e r s , a n d  e s p e cia lly fr o m  t h e  

Ch u r ch ’s id e a  o f t h e a n t i-E ve a s t h e o n e “w h o  cr u s h e s  

t h e  s e r p e n t ” ; a n d  o n ly  in  t h is  w a y d o e s  t h e  id e a  fin d  fu ll 
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e xp r e s s io n . I t is a ls o b a ck e d  b y t e x t s fr o m  t h e Sa cr e d  

Scr ip tu r e s , a n d  b y t h e p r o to t yp e s , E s t h e r a n d J u d it h ,  

w h ich  a r e  a ck n o w le d ge d  b y t h e  Ch u r ch  a n d  u s e d  in  h e r  

lit u r gy.



CH AP TE R  X I I

Mary’s Permanent Office as Mediatrix

M a r y , t h e  D e p o s i t a r y  o f  C h r i s t ’s  Sa l u t a r y  

M e r i t s  1

F
R O M  t h e e xp la n a t io n  give n  w e m u s t co n clu d e t h a t  

M a r y, b y  h e r  co o p e r a t io n  in  Ch r is t ’s  r e d ee m in g  s a c 

r ifice , s h a r e d  in  o b t a in in g, t h r o u gh  t h e  s a m e  s a cr ifice , a ll 

t h e  gr a ce s  o f s a lva t io n  fo r  m a n k in d  a s  a  w h o le . Aga in , b y  

t h a t  co o p e r a t io n  s h e  w a s  give n  ch a r ge  o f a ll t h e  m e r it s  o f 

t h e  r e d e e m in g  s a cr ifice , t h e  virtus passionis Christi, a s  t h e  

a n cie n t  Sch o la s t ics  e xp r e s s e d  it , a n d  in  t h e m  a ll gr a ce s  o f 

s a lva t io n  fo r  m a n k in d  in  ge n e r a l. By n a t u r e , M a r y ’s co 

o p e r a t io n  in  Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice w a s s o d ir e ct e d  a n d  d is 

p o s e d b y G o d  a s t o m a k e t h is s a cr ifice , t h r o u gh  h e r  

co o p e r a t io n , a co m p le t e s a cr ifice fo r m a n k in d . T h e r e 

fo r e it  m u s t  b e  s a id  t h a t o n ly in  a n d  t h r o u gh  M a r y d id  

m a n k in d co m e in t o p o s s e ss io n o f Ch r is t ’s s a cr ific ia l 

m e r it s . J u s t  a s  G o d  t h e  F a t h e r  ga ve  t h e  R e d e e m e r  t o  m a n 

k in d  o n ly t h r o u gh  M a r y b y a llo w in g H is  So n  t o  b e co m e  

m a n  in  h e r  w o m b , s o  in  lik e  m a n n e r  d id  t h e R e d e em e r  

give  m a n k in d  t h e  m e r it s  o f H is  r e d e m p t io n  o n ly t h r o u gh  

M a r y; b e ca u s e h e r  s o u l, a s b e a r e r  o f H is s a cr ifice , w a s  

m a d e b e a r e r a ls o o f t h e fr u it s o f t h a t s a cr ifice fo r h u -

1 For literature see Suarez, De incam., disp. 23; Christoph. V ega, Theol. 
Mar., pal. 30, cert. 4; V irg. Sedlm ayr, Theologia Mariana, p. 2, q.8, and p. 3, 

q.2; F. W . Faber, The Foot of the Cross (London, 1858), chap. 9; P. Jean- 

jacquot, Simples explications sur la coopération de la T. S. Vierge à l’œuvre 

de la rédemption, Paris, 1868; Passaglia, De imm. conc., sec. 6, c.4.

239  
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in a n it y in  ge n e r a l. M a r y’s co n s e n t  t o  h e r  p a r t  in  t h e  a c 

co m p lis h in g o f t h e  I n ca r n a t io n  w a s a n  in s t r u m e n t a l a ct , 

o r  r a t h e r , t h e  m e d ia t in g  a ct  w h e r eb y  G o d  t h e  So n , give n  

in  t h e  fir s t  p la ce t o  h e r , s h o u ld  b e  give n  t h r o u gh  h e r  t o  

t h e r e s t o f m a n k in d a ls o . Lik e w is e , M a r y’s co n s e n t t o  

Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice  w a s  n o t  le s s  b u t  r a t h e r  m o r e  o f a  m e d i

a t in g a ct , r a th e r , it w a s t h e m e d ia t in g a ct w h e r e b y t h e  

m e r it s o f t h e s a cr ifice w e r e co n ve r t e d  t o t h e u s e o f t h e  

r e s t  o f m a n k in d .

T h e  in t r in s ic  a n d  m u t u a l r e la t io n  b e t w e e n  M a r y’s co 

o p e r a t io n  in  t h e  s a cr ifice  a n d  h e r  t a k in g  m e d ia t o r ia l p o s 

s e s s io n  o f t h e e n t ir e  s a cr ific ia l m e r it s fo r  t h e b e n e fit o f 

h u m a n it y is a b o u t t h e s a m e a s t h e r e la t io n s h ip : (1) in  

t h e  s a cr ifice it s e lf, b e t w e e n  t h e m e r it in g p o w e r  a n d  t h e  

p le d gin g o f t h e go o d  m e r it e d ; (2 ) in  t h e  a lt a r , b e t w e e n  

it s  ca p a cit y o f b e a r e r  o f t h e  s a cr ifice  a n d  o f b e a r e r  o f t h e  

s a cr ific ia l b le s s in g; (  3  ) in  t h e  propitiatorium , b e t w e e n  it s  

ca p a city o f t h r o n e  o f m e r cy a n d  t h r o n e o f gr a ce ; (4 ) in  

h u m a n  p r o p a ga t io n , b e t w e en  t h e m inistratio m ateriae 

a n d  t h e  conceptio prolis; (  5  ) in  t h e  h e a r t , b e t w e en  it s  co 

o p e r a t io n  w it h  t h e h e a d , a n d  t h e co m m u n ica t io n  o f t h e  

in flu e n ce  o f t h e  h e a d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s .

I t  is  n o t  a  m e r e  r h e t o r ica l flo u r is h , b u t  a  m o s t  p r o fo u n d  

t r u t h  t o s a y t h a t , a s s h e s t o o d  b e n e a th  t h e cr o s s , Ch r is t  

p o u r e d  fo r t h  a ll H is r e d e e m in g b lo o d  in t o t h e h e a r t o f 

t h e m o t h e r fr o m  w h o m  H e h a d r e ce ive d it , s o t h a t  

t h r o u gh  h e r , a s t h r o u gh  a ch a n n e l, it m igh t flo w o ve r  

a ll m a n k in d . Aga in , a s  propinatrix salutis M a r y  d r a n k  fir s t  

o f t h e  ch a lice  o f s a lva t io n , in  o r d e r  t o  p a s s  it  o n  t o  m a n 

k in d . F u r t h e r ,  a cco r d in g  t o  St . Be r n a r d ,2 M a r y’s  s o u l a lo n e  

r e m a in e d  in  Ch r is t ’s b o d y a ft e r  H is  s o u l h a d  le ft  it ; a n d ,

2 St. Bernard, Sermo de 12 praerog.; PL, CLX XX III, 437  
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lik e w is e , in  t h e  p ie r c in g  o f H is  s id e  M a r y t o o k  u p  in  h e r 

s e lf, t h r o u gh  t h e b lo o d  a n d  w a t e r  flo w in g t h e r e fr o m , a ll 

t h e  p o w e r  o f H is r e d ee m in g d e a th  in  o r d e r  t h u s t o  give  

b ir t h  t o  a  n e w  life  fo r  m a n k in d . T h e  p r o fo u n d  a n d  d o g 

m a t ic t h o u gh t  o f t h e s e  e xp r e s s io n s is  r e fle ct ed  in  t h e  id e a  

w h ich , a lt h o u gh  n o t s u ffic ie n t ly s u p p o r t e d  b y h is t o r ica l 

e vid e n ce  o r  b y a n y in t r in s ic r e a s o n , is n e ve r th e le s s ge n 

e r a lly p r o p a ga t e d  in  t h e Ch u r ch , n a m e ly, t h a t in  t a k in g  

Ch r is t ’s s a cr ific ia l b o d y d o w n  fr o m  t h e cr o s s , M a r y r e 

ce ive d  it in  h e r b o s o m . T h u s , s h e a p p e a r s in  r e a lit y a s  

t h e  d e p o s it a r y o f t h e  s a cr ific ia l fr u it . At  a n y r a t e , in  t h is  

t h o u gh t lie s t h e o n ly co n cr e t e a n d  livin g e xp r e s s io n  o f 

t h e  t r a d it io n a l a n d  e ccle s ia s t ica l id e a  a cco r d in g t o  w h ich , 

in  t h e  p o u r in g fo r th  o f b lo o d  a n d  w a t e r  fr o m  H is s id e ,  

Ch r is t  t r a n s fe r r e d  t o  H is Ch u r ch  t h e m e r it s  o f H is  s a cr i

fice fo r d is t r ib u t io n  t o m a n k in d . F o r , in  h e r p e r s o n  a s  

m e d ia t r ix  o f r e d e e m in g  gr a ce , M a r y w a s  w e ll-a d a p t e d  t o  

r e p r e s e n t  t h e Ch u r ch  s in ce , o f t h o s e  w h o  s t o o d  b e n e a th  

t h e cr o s s , n o  o n e e ls e co u ld  b e s o co n s id e r e d , t h e m o r e  

s o  s in ce  P e te r , t h e  h e a d  o f t h e  Ch u r ch , w a s  a b s e n t . La t e r  

o n , m o r e o ve r , in  b e s e e ch in g a n d  in  r e ce ivin g t h e H o ly  

G h o s t , 3 M a r y a p p e a r s  a m o n g  a n d  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f t h e  co l

le ge o f t h e a p o s t le s , w h ich  fo r m ed  t h e n u cle u s o f t h e  

Ch u r ch  o r ga n is m .

T h is  t e a ch in g  is  o ft e n  b a s e d  o n  t h e  w o r d s  o f t h e  d yin g  

Sa vio r  t o  M a r y  a n d  J o h n ,4 a s  if t h e s e  w o r d s  co n t a in e d  t h e  

t e s t a m e n t in  w h ich  Ch r is t t r a n s fe iTe d  H is m e r it s t o H is  

m o t h e r , s o  t h a t , a s  m o th e r  o f a ll m e n , s h e  m igh t  d is t r ib u t e  

t h e ir  fr u it  a m o n g  t h e m . Bu t  t h e  d o ct r in e  d o e s  n o t  fo llo w  

fr o m  t h e s e  w o r d s w it h  s u ffic ie n t  ce r t a in t y, n e ith e r  a s t o

8 A cts 1:14; cf. 2:1.

4 John 19:26.
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it s  fu ll im p o r t , n o r  it s  p e r fe ct  fo r m . I n  r e a lit y, t h e  m e a n 

in g o f t h e s e  w o r d s m u s t b e  d e d u ce d  fr o m  t h e d o ct r in e ,  

r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  d o ct r in e  fr o m  t h e s e  w o r d s . T h is  d o ct r in e  

is  t h e  e s s e n t ia l s u p p o s it io n  fo r  t h e  co m p le t e  id e a , a s  ge n 

e r a lly a cce p t ed  in  t h e  Ch u r ch , o f M a r y’s  s p ir it u a l m o t h e r 

h o o d  o ve r  a ll t h e  r e d e em e d .

M a r y , t h e  Sp i r i t u a l  M o t h e r  o f  t h e  R e d e e m e d  ,

I n  t h e  w o r k  o f t h e  r e d e m p t io n , M a r y’s co o p e r a t io n  is  

a  m a te r n a l a ct ivit y t r u ly p r o d u ct ive o r  ge n e r a t ive  in  t h e  

s e n s e t h a t it  h a s a s it s a im  a n d  e ffe ct  t h a t , b y vir t u e  o f 

Ch r is t ’s m e r it s , t h e  r e d e e m e d  s h o u ld  b e  b o r n  ch ild r e n  o f 

G o d . F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  s h e  co n t r ib u t e s  in  o b t a in in g  s p ir it u a l 

life  fo r  t h e  r e d e e m e d  a s  m u ch  a s  a n  o r d in a r y m o t h e r  d o e s  

in  o b t a in in g n a tu r a l life  fo r  h e r  ch ild r e n . By h e r  co n t r i

b u t io n  s h e co o p e r a t e s  w it h  Ch r is t , t h e s p ir it u a l fo u n d e r  

o f r e d ee m ed  h u m a n it y, in  a b r id a l co o p e r a t io n  a s t h e  

o r ga n ic co n n e ct in g m e m b e r  b e t w e e n  H im  a n d  H is  ch il

d r e n , a n d  t h is a s clo s e ly a n d  e ffica cio u s ly a s a  m o t h e r  

co o p e r a t e s  w it h  t h e  fa t h e r  in  n a t u r a l p r o p a ga t io n .

By H is s u ffe r in gs Ch r is t , a s t h e fa t h e r , p r o d u ce s t h e  

n e w  m a n k in d , t h e Ch u r ch . By H is s a cr ificia l d e a th  H e  

m a k e s H im s e lf it s fe r t ile s e e d ,5 a n d  fr o m  H is s id e H e  

p o u r s in t o it  t h e e ffica cy o f H is s u ffe r in gs  a s t h e s a p  o f 

t h e n e w life . Lik e w is e , b y h e r co m p a s s io n , M a r y, a s  

m o t h e r , b r o u gh t  fo r th  t h e n e w  m a n k in d . By t h e clo s e s t  

b o d ily a n d s p ir it u a l u n io n  w it h  Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice , s h e  

t a k e s  u p  t h is s a cr ifice in  h e r s e lf a s t h e s e e d  o f t h e n e w  

m a n k in d  a n d  h e lp s t h e r e s t o f m e n  t o a p p r o p r ia t e it s  

vivifyin g p o w e r . I n  Ch r is t ’s ca se , t h e  s a lu t a r y a ct ivit y o f 

H is  s u ffe r in gs is  a ll t h e  m o r e  a  t r u e  a n d  p e r fe ct  p a t e r n a l

5 John 12:24.
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p r o d u ct io n , fo r  t h e  r e a so n  t h a t , b y H is  s a cr ific ia l m e r it s  

in  t h e  p o u r in g  o u t  o f H is  b lo o d , H e  give s  fo r t h  t h e  d ivin e  

vit a l s t r e n gt h  w h ich  is  in h e r en t  in  H im  a n d  w h ich  is  co n 

t a in e d  in  H is d ivin e  b lo o d . I n  M a r y ’s ca s e , t h e  s a lu t a r y  

a ct ivit y o f h e r  co m p a s s io n  is  a  t r u e  a n d  p e r fe ct  m a te r n a l 

p r o d u ct io n , t ir e  m o r e  s o  a s  b y  t h e  o ffe r in g  o f h e r  o w n  So n ,  

in  w h o m  s h e  live d  m o r e  t h a n  in  h e r s e lf, s h e  t h u s , b y t h e  

u s e  o f h e r  o w n  b e in g  a n d  life , co m m u n ica t e s t o  m a n  t h e  

life  o f gr a ce . F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  a ls o , b y  h e r  s u b s t a n t ia l a n d  

ge n e r a t in g a ct ivit y s h e  e xe r cis e s  h e r  in flu e n ce  o n  t h e  r e 

b ir t h  o f m a n k in d . U n d e r  a  fo r m  e q u a lly e ffica cio u s , h e r  

m a t e r n a l p r o d u ct io n  is r e p r e s e n t e d  a s t h e vivifyin g a c 

t ivit y  o f t h e  h e a r t  in  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s o f t h e  

h u m a n  o r ga n is m . F o r  a lt h o u gh , u n lik e t h e h e a r t , M a r y  

d o e s  n o t  fe e d  w it h  h e r  o w n  b lo o d  t h e  h e a d  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  

m e m b e r s , ye t s h e o b ta in s life fo r t h e m . Sh e co m m u n i

ca t e s  it  t o  t h e m  in  s u ch  a  w a y t h a t  b y t h e givin g o f h e r  

b lo o d  t o  t h e  h e a d , a n d  b y h e r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  it s  u s e  b y  

t h a t h e a d , s h e  ca u s e s t h e  vivifyin g s t r e n g t h  r e ce ive d  in  

a n d  b y  it  t o  d e s ce n d  u p o n  h e r s e lf a n d  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s .

M a r y  is  t h e  s p ir it u a l m o t h e r  o f m e n  6  in  h e r  ca p a cit y a s  

t h r o n e o f t h e s u n  o f gr a ce  a n d  a s t h e o r ga n ic lin k t h a t  

co n n e ct s  m a n k in d  w it h  Ch r is t  a s  it s  H e a d ; a n d  t h is  ca p a 

cit y is in clu d e d  in  h e r  r o le a s M o t h e r  o f Ch r is t . T h e r e 

fo r e  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n  m u s t  b e  r e ga r d e d  a s t h e  a ct  b y  

w h ich  s h e b e ca m e b o t h  t h e M o th e r o f Ch r is t a n d  t h e  

m o t h e r  o f m e n . I n  Ch r is t , H is  ca p a city o f in ca r n a t e  So n  

o f G o d  a n d  a s e s s e n t ia l a n d  s u p e r n a t u r a l H e a d  o f m a n 

k in d  fo r m s t h e b a s is a n d  n u cle u s o f H is s p ir it u a l p a 

t e r n it y. I n  M a r y, a s  t h e  r e s u lt  o f Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n , h e r  

o r ga n ic a n d s u b s t a n t ia l r e la t io n t o m a n k in d , in a n d

8 See V ol. I, chap. 11.
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t h r o u gh  Ch r is t , fo r m s t h e  b a s is a n d  n u cle u s  o f h e r  s p ir 

it u a l m o t h e r h o o d . Ch r is t  b e ca m e  a ctu a lly a n d  co m p le t e ly  

t h e s p ir it u a l fa t h e r o f m a n k in d  o n ly b y H is s a cr ificia l 

a ct ivit y cu lm in a t in g in  H is s a cr ific ia l d e a t h ; b e ca u s e  b y  

t h e s h e d d in g o f H is b lo o d , H e , a s it w e r e , ca u s e d  t h e  

d ivin e vit a lit y s t o r e d in H im s e lf t o b e co m e a va ila b le .  

Lik e w is e , M a r y b e ca m e a ctu a lly a n d co m p le t e ly t h e  

s p ir it u a l m o t h e r  o f m a n k in d  o n ly  b y  t h e  fa ct  t h a t , t h r o u gh  

h e r p a r t ic ip a t io n  in Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice , s h e ca r r ie d  t h is  

s a cr ifice in  h e r h e a r t a n d  m a d e it s e ffica cy t o d e s ce n d  

u p o n  m a n k in d . Be ca u s e  o f h e r  s p ir it u a l m o t h e r h o o d , t h is  

s e co n d  m a t e r n a l a ct ivit y o f M a r y b e a r s t h e t r u e ch a r 

a cte r  o f a co n ce p t io n , b u t in  r e la t io n  t o t h e o t h e r  co n 

ce p t io n  w h ich  co in cid e s  w it h  t h a t o f Ch r is t , it  s t a n d s in  

a  m o r e lim it e d  s e n s e a s t h e b r in gin g fo r th , t h a t is , t h e  

parturire o r parere o f t h e proles concepta. F r o m  t h is  

p o in t  o f vie w , M a r y’s p r o d u ct ive  a ct ivit y in  h e r  s p ir it u a l 

m o t h e r h o o d  a p p e a r s a s a  s o r r o w fu l b ir t h . Ye t t h is p a in  

d iffe r s  e s s e n t ia lly fr o m  t h a t  o f n a t u r a l b ir t h s , w h ich  t a k e  

p la ce u n d e r  t h e cu r s e o f s in . M a r y’s s o r r o w s a r e p u r e ly  

s p ir it u a l. T h e y  n o t  o n ly a cco m p a n y  t h e  s p ir it u a l b ir t h  b u t  

r e a lly e ffe ct it , a n d  t h u s a r e in  t h e m s e lve s fr u it fu l a n d  

fu ll o f b le s s in g .

T h e  m o s t  p e r fe ct  p r o to t yp e  o f M a r y’s  m o t h e r h o o d  o ve r  

t h e  s p ir it u a l p e o p le  o f G o d  lie s in  t h e  m a n n e r  in  w h ich , 

b y  t h e  w o n d e r fu l co n ce p t io n  a n d  s a cr ifice  o f I s a a c, Ab r a 

h a m , a cco r d in g t o  t h e  fle s h , b e ca m e  t h e fa t h e r  o f G o d ’s  

p e o p le .7 T h e r e  is t h is n o ta b le d iffe r e n ce : Ab r a h a m ’s p a 

t e r n a l s o r r o w s m u s t b e  r e ga r d e d  o n ly a s m e r it s fo r  t h e  

o b t a in in g o f a  gr e a te r  p o s t e r it y; M a r y’s m a te r n a l s o r r o w s  

w e r e  t h e  co n ce p t io n  a n d  b ir t h  o f a  s p ir it u a l p o s t e r it y.

’G en. 22:1-18.
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I n  co n t r a s t  w it h  Ch r is t ’s  o w n  b ir t h , t h e r e fo r e , t h e  s p ir 

it u a l b ir th  o f t h e  r e d e e m e d , a s  e ffe ct ed  b y M a r y, a p p ea r s  

a s a co o p e r a t io n  w it h  Ch r is t , h e r  s p ir it u a l Br id e gr o o m  

a n d  t h e s p ir it u a l F a t h e r  o f t h e  r e d e e m e d ; a n d  a ls o a s a  

b ir t h  m o s t  p a in fu l b e ca u s e  o f it s s p e cific o b je ct . N e ve r 

t h e le s s  t h is  p r o d u ct ive  a ct ivit y o f M a r y, w h ich  fo r m s  h e r  

s p ir it u a l m o t h e r h o o d , ca n  a ls o b e u n d e r s t o o d  a s m e a n 

in g t h a t M a r y t h e r e b y b r o u gh t fo r t h , n o t o n ly t h e r e 

d e e m e d , b u t a ls o Ch r is t H im s e lf a n d  t ir e r e d e e m e d  in  

Ch r is t ; in  o t h e r  w o r d s , t h a t s h e co o p e r a t e d  w it h  Ch r is t  

in  t h e  o ffe r in g o f H im s e lf a s  s a cr ifice , a n d  t h is p a r t ic ip a 

t io n  in  Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice h a d  t h e s p e cific a im  o f givin g  

Ch r is t  t o  m a n k in d , t h r o u gh  H is  s u ffe r in gs , a s  t h e  p e r fe ct  

p r in cip le o f s a lva t io n .8

T h is  id e a  s e e m s in d e e d  t o  fo r m  t h e  b a s is  fo r  t h e  figu r e  

fo u n d  in  t h e  Ap o ca lyp s e ,®  o f t h e  Ch u r ch  r o o t e d  in  M a r y, 

s in ce “t h e  w o m a n ’s p a in s  o f ch ild b ir t h ” a r e , in  t h is ca s e ,  

b r o u gh t in t o s p e cia l co n n e ct io n  w it h  Ch r is t ’s b ir t h . I t  

co n t a in s  a ls o  t h e  fa ct  t h a t , fr o m  t h e  t im e  s h e  b o r e  Ch r is t  

in  h e r  w o m b , s h e  b o r e  H im  a s  t h e  m o th e r  o f s o r r o w s , b e 

ca u s e  s h e  k n e w  H im  a s  t h e  la m b  d e s t in e d  fo r  t h e  s a cr ifice  

o f r e d e m p t io n , a n d  o ffe r e d  H im  u p  w it h  d e e p  a n gu is h  o f 

s o u l.

St . Au gu s t in e d o e s n o t e xp r e s s ly m e n t io n  t h is , b u t it  

a gr e e s u n d o u b t e d ly w it h  h is id e a , if h is w o r d s , “t o co 

o p e r a t e  o u t  o f ch a r it y, in  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  fa it h fu l b e  b o r a  

in  t h e Ch u r ch ,” 10 a r e a p p lie d  t o M a r y’s co o p e r a t io n  in  

Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice . U p o n t h e s e w o r d s h e b a s e s M a r y ’s

8 H eb. 5:9.

“A poc. 12:1-6.
10 St. A ugustine, De s. virginitate, cap. 5-6; PL, X L, 399. St. A ugustine 

w rites: cooperari caritate ut fideles in ecclesia nascerentur. H e puts this in  

contrast to corporaliter gignere. 
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m o t h e r h o o d o ve r Ch r is t ’s m e m b e r s . H e co n t r a s t s t h e  

p h r a s e , “t o co o p e r a t e o u t o f ch a r it y in  o r d e r t h a t t h e  

fa it h fu l b e b o r n ,” w it h  “t o b r in g fo r t h  b o d ily” in  r e la 

t io n  t o  Ch r is t , s o  t h a t  t h e  “ch a r it y” is  r e p r e s e n t e d  n o t  o n ly  

a s d e t e r m in in g t h e e n d  b u t a ls o a s fr u it fu l in  it s e lf a n d  

in  it s  o w n  w a y; a n d  n o w h e r e  is  t h is  m o r e  t h e  ca s e  t h a n  in  

t h e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  Ch r is t ’s s a cr ifice . T h is id e a  r e la t ive  

t o M a r y’s m o th e r h o o d  ce r t a in ly a p p e a r s in  t r a d it io n  o f 

fa ir ly r e ce n t d a t e .11 As t o t h e t r a d it io n a l ch a r a ct e r o f 

t h is id e a  in  ge n e r a l, w h a t  h a s  b e e n  s a id  b e fo r e  co n ce r n 

in g t h e s ign ifica n ce o f M a r y’s s a cr ific ia l a ct ivit y, h o ld s  

h e r e a ls o .12 I t fin d s it s s cr ip tu r a l m o t iva t io n  in  a ll t h a t  

is  a d va n ce d  fo r  M a r y’s co o p e r a t io n  in  t h e  r e d e m p t io n . A  

fo r m a l s cr ip t u r a l a r gu m e n t fo r  M a r y’s m o t h e r h o o d  o ve r  

m a n k in d , b a s e d  o n  h e r  m a t e r n a l p r o d u ct io n , is give n  b y  

t h e  w e ll  a n a lyze d  t e xt  fr o m  t h e  Ap o ca lyp s e  in  w h ich , a ft e r  

Ch r is t , t h e  r e d ee m e d  a r e  ca lle d  “t h e  r e s t  o f h e r  s e e d .” 13

T h e vis io n  o f t h e b e lo ve d  d is cip le o f o u r Lo r d  p r o 

vid e s a p o s it ive a n d  e xe ge t ica l r e a s o n  fo r a p p lyin g t o  

M a r y’s s p ir it u a l m o th e r h o o d  o ve r  a ll t h e  r e d e e m e d , in  a  

m o r e  s u b lim e  ye t  ge n e r a l s e n s e , t h e  w o r d s  o f t h e  Sa vio r :  

“W o m a n , b e h o ld  t h y s o n . So n , b e h o ld  t h y m o t h e r .” 14  

Lit e r a lly, t h e y d o n o t e xclu s ive ly co n ta in  a  r e co m m e n 

d a t io n  o f t h e  m o t h e r  t o  t h e  lo vin g ca r e  o f t h e s o n , o r  a n  

a d m o n it io n  t o  t h a t  s o n  t o  h o n o r  t h e  m o t h e r ; b u t  t h e y d o  

u n d o u b te d ly  h o ld  a  r e co m m e n d a t io n  o f t h e  s o n  t o  t h e  lo v

in g ca r e  o f t h e  m o t h e r  w h ich  in  a  h igh e r , m o r e  u n ive r s a l 

s e n s e r e fe r t o M a r y ’s s p ir it u a l m o t h e r h o o d o f t h e r e -

11 See Bartm an, op. cit., pp. 162  f., and Terrien, La Mère de Dieu et la 

Mère des hommes (Paris 1900), III, 244-337.

12 See preceding chapter.

“A pec. 12:17. A bout the form  of the argum ent, see V ol. I, chap. 1.

14  John 19:26.
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d e e m e d . Co n s e q u e n t ly t h e s e w o r d s m u s t b e a p p lie d  t o  

t h is  la t t e r  a s p e ct  o f h e r  m o t h e r h o o d , in  t h e  s e n s e  a ls o  t h a t  

t h e y n o t o n ly s ign ify M a r y’s a p p o in t m e n t t o t h e r igh t s  

a n d d u t ie s o f a fo s t e r -m o t h e r , b u t e s p e cia lly co n t a in  

a n  e xp la n a t io n  o f h e r  m o th e r h o o d  b a s e d  o n  h e r  co o p e r a 

t io n  in  t h e s a cr ifice  o f t h e  r e d e m p t io n  a n d  t h e r e fo r e  o n  

h e r  m a te r n a l s h a r e in  t h e p r o d u ct io n  o f t h e r e d e e m e d . 

O r , b y  e xp la in in g  h e r  m o t h e r h o o d , b a s e d  o n  h e r  m a te r n a l 

p r o d u ct io n , t h e y r a th e r  e xp r e s s M a r y ’s a p p o in t m e n t t o  

t h e  a u t h o r it y a n d  o ffice  o f a  t r u ly m a te r n a l s o lic itu d e  in  

t h e ca r e a n d  n o u r is h in g o f h e r ch ild r e n .

I t  w o u ld  b e  d ifficu lt  t o  d r a w  a  r e a l p r o o f fo r  t h is e x 

p la n a t io n  fr o m  t h e s e  w o r d s  t h e m s e lve s  a n d  fr o m  t h e  h is 

t o r ica l cir cu m s t a n ce s . T h e cle ve r m a n n e r in w h ich  

Ve n tu r a  15 a t t em p te d  t h is  is  n o t  w it h o u t  va lu e . H e  s h o w s  

a t  le a s t  h o w  t h e  m o r e  s u b lim e  a n d  ge n e r a l m e a n in g  lin k s  

u p  w it h  t h e  w o r d s  a n d  t h e  cir cu m s t a n ce s . O f s p e cia l in 

t e r e s t  is  t h e fa ct  t h a t  h e  t a k e s  in to  co n s id e r a t io n  t h e  a d 

d r e s s in g o f M a r y a s w o m a n  in s t e a d  o f m o t h e r , a n d  t h e  

in d ica t io n  o f J o h n  a s “t h e d is cip le w h o m  J e s u s lo ve d ” 

in s t e a d  o f b y h is n a m e . Am o n g t h e h is t o r ica l cir cu m 

s t a n ce s in  w h ich  t h e Sa vio r s p o k e , t h e fa ct ca n  b e d e 

t e r m in e d , e ve n  a p a r t  fr o m  H is  w o r d s , t h a t M a r y, b y h e r  

co o p e r a t io n  in  t h e  s a cr ifice  o f t h e  r e d em p t io n , b e ca m e  a t  

t h a t  t im e  t h e  s p ir it u a l m o th e r  o f t h e  r e d e em e d . I f w e  n o te  

t h is  fa ct , w e  m a y co n clu d e  w it h  gr e a t e r  p r o b a b ilit y t h a t , 

a lth o u gh  t h e  Sa vio r  w is h e d  t o  a p p e a l t o  t h is fu n ct io n  o f 

h e r  m o t h e r h o o d , t h e s e  w o r d s  d o  n o t , fo r  t h a t  r e a s o n , co n 

t a in  a n  a b s o lu t e  p r o o f o f M a r y ’s u n ive r s a l m o th e r h o o d .  

Bu t , o n ce t h is a s p e ct  o f h e r  m o t h e r h o o d  is p r e m is e d , it  

give s a p r e s u m p t ive p r o o f o f Ch r is t ’s w ill, t h a t M a r y

15 Op. cit., p. I, c. 6.
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s h o u ld  ca r e  fo r  a n d  n o u r is h  t h e  ch ild r e n  s h e  r e ce ive d . T o  

t h a t  e xte n t  it  is  a lt o ge th e r  r igh t  fo r  u s t o co n clu d e fr o m  

t h e s e  w o r d s , in  t h e ir  a s ce t ica l m e a n in g , t h a t  M a r y  s h o u ld  

t a k e t h e r e d ee m e d  in t o  h e r  ca r e a n d  t h a t t h e y, in  t u r n , 

s h o u ld  h o n o r M a r y a n d  e n t r u s t t h e m s e lve s t o h e r  p r o 

t e c t io n . F r o m  t h e  t e xt  fr o m  t h e  Ap o ca lyp s e ,  a n d  in  ge n e r a l 

fr o m  M a r y’s r e la t io n  t o  t h e  Ch u r ch , it  is e vid e n t t h a t  w e  

ca n  a ls o  a p p ly t o  M a r y ’s  s p ir it u a l m o t h e r h o o d  t h e  b e a u t i

fu l w o r d s fr o m  I s a ia s  18 in  w h ich , a ft e r b it t e r t r ia ls , a  

s u p e r n a t u r a l fr u it fu ln e s s is p r o p h e s ie d fo r J e r u s a le m . 

T h is  m u ch , a t  le a s t , ca n  b e  d o n e  b y  w a y  o f illu s t r a t io n , b u t  

t o  u s e  t h e s e  w o r d s  a s a  p r o o f w o u ld  b e  go in g t o o  fa r .

18 Isa. 53:8 5.; 66:7 5.

17 G en. 3:20.
18 St. Epiphanius, Panarion, H aer. 78, no. 18; PG, X LII, 728  f .

M a r y’s s p ir it u a l a n d  m a t e r n a l fu n ct io n  a n d  p o s it io n ,  

o f w h ich  a  p o s it ive p r o to t yp e is ce r t a in ly fo u n d  in  E ve  

a s t h e m o th e r o f t h e livin g,17 m u s t b e r e ga r d e d  a s in  

m a r k e d  co n t r a s t  w it h  E ve  a s t h e  m o t h e r  o f s in . E p ip h a -  

n iu s  18  u n it e s b o t h  fo r m s  o f t h is  figu r e  in  E ve . I n  t h is r e 

s p e ct , t h e co n t r a s t o r t h e co n t r a s t in g p a r a lle l ca n  b e  

ca r r ie d  t h r o u gh  in  d e t a ils in  m a n y w a ys , b u t e s p e cia lly  

in  r e ga r d  t o t h e r e la t io n  b e t w e e n  M a r y’s p r im a r y a n d  

s e co n d a r y m o t h e r h o o d . I n  t h is  la t t e r  r e s p e ct , a  co m p le t e  

p a r a lle l e xis t s in  t h e co n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  t ir e m o t h e r  o f s in  

a n d  t h e m o th e r  o f gr a ce , in  t h a t E ve b e co m e s a ls o t h e  

m o t h e r  o f s in  in  h e r  p o s t e r it y, o r  in  h e r  d e s ce n d a n t s a s  

s in n e r s . T h is is s o , b e ca u s e  s h e is t h e m o t h e r  o f s in  in  

Ad a m , o r  o f Ad a m ’s  s in  a s  t h e  p r in cip le  o f s in  in  m a n k in d , 

a n d  a s s u ch  s h e  u n it e s  h e r s e lf w it h  Ad a m  a s h e r  b r id e 

gr o o m  in  t ir e s in  o f t ir e r a ce . O n  t h e o t h e r h a n d , a s t o



M A RY S O FFICE A S M ED IA TRIX 249

t h e p o s it io n  o f h e r  p h ys ica l m o t h e r h o o d , w h ich  is co n 

n e ct e d  w it h  a n d  co n d it io n s t h e s p ir it u a l, t h e r e h e r e e x 

is t s  a  r e ve r s e d  r e la t io n , in  s o  fa r  a s M a r y b y h e r  p h ys ica l 

m o t h e r h o o d  is t h e p r in cip le o f ju s t ice , w h e r e a s E ve b y  

h e r  p h ys ica l m o th e r h o o d  p r o p a ga te s o n ly s in . I n  u n io n  

w it h Ch r is t , M a r y’s p r o d u ct ive a ct ivit y a p p e a r s a s a  

s a cr ific ia l a ct ivit y, s o r r o w fu l, p r o p it ia t o r y, a n d  s u s t a in e d  

b y a  h o ly lo ve , a s m u ch  t o w a r d s t h e  co m m o n  s in  o f t h e  

a n ce s t o r s a s t o w a r d s t h e ir p h ys ica l a ct o f p r o p a ga t io n  

s u s t a in e d  b y s e n s u a l p le a s u r e  a n d  lu s t . Bu t  in  r e la t io n  t o  

t h e p r o p it ia t io n  fo r s in , M a r y’s s o r r o w fu l p r o d u ct ivit y  

fo r m s  n o t  le s s  a  p a r a lle l w it h  t h a t  o f E ve , w h o s e  m o t h e r 

h o o d  b e lo n gs t o t h e cu r s e o f s in . E ve n  t h e p r o p it ia t o r y  

s u ffe r in gs  o f t h e  n e w  Ad a m  ca n  b e  r e ga r d e d  a s  a n  a s s u m p 

t io n  o f t h e  p a in s o f ch ild b ir t h , im p o s e d  a s a  p u n is h m e n t  

fo r  s in . Bu t in  t h e s p e cific co n d e m n a t io n  o f t h e m a n  t o  

“la b o r in  t h e s w e a t o f h is b r o w ,” 19 t h e r e ca n  b e s e e n  

a ls o  t h e  b u r d e n  o f m a n  in  h is  ca p a cit y o f fa t h e r , s in ce  b y  

h is la b o r s h e m u s t p r o vid e fo r t h e s u s t e n a n ce o f h is  

fa m ily. T h is cu r s e o f t h e m a n is o ffs e t b y Ch r is t ’s  

b lo o d y s w e a t  a n d  H is s h e d d in g o f b lo o d , a s M a r y ’s u n 

b lo o d y  m a te r n a l a n gu is h  co u n t e r b a la n ce s  t h e  cu r s e  o f t h e  

w o m a n .

I t is e vid e n t t h a t M a r y ’s m o t h e r h o o d d iffe r s n o t in  

d e gr e e o n ly, b u t co m p le t e ly a n d e s s e n t ia lly, fr o m  t h e  

s p ir it u a l m o t h e r h o o d  a s cr ib e d t o o t h e r s a in t s , w h o b y  

t h e ir  p r a ye r , e xa m p le , e t c ., co n t r ib u t e  t o w a r d s t h e s p ir 

it u a l r e b ir t h  o f o t h e r s . I n  a  s e n s e  a n d  in  a  m e a s u r e  in co m 

p a r a b ly h igh e r , w e  ca n  a p p ly t o M a r y w h a t  t h e  Ap o s t le  

s a ys  o f h im s e lf: “I f yo u  h a ve  t e n  t h o u s a n d  in s t r u cto r s  in

1» G en. 3:19.
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Ch r is t , ye t  n o t  m a n y fa th e r s . F o r  in  Ch r is t  J e s u s , b y t h e  

go s p e l, I  h a ve  b e go t t e n  yo u .” 2 0

I n d e e d , M a r y is t h e  s p ir it u a l m o t h e r  o f m a n k in d  in  a  

m a n n e r s t ill m o r e s u b lim e e ve n  t h a n  is t ir e Ch u r ch , in  

s o  fa r  a s  t h e  la t t e r  is  d is t in gu is h e d  fr o m  M a r y in  t h e  fa ct  

t h a t  it  d o e s  n o t  co n ta in  M a r y  a s  it s  h e a d  m e m b e r  o r  h e a r t . 

F o r , a lt h o u gh  in  co n t r a s t  w it h  t h e  s a in t s , it  m u s t  b e  s a id  

o f t h e Ch u r ch , t h a t it  n o t o n ly t e a ch e s b u t a ls o b r in gs  

fo r t h , M a r y  is  co n n e ct e d  ye t  m o r e  clo s e ly w it h  Ch r is t , t h e  

s p ir it u a l fa t h e r  o f m a n k in d , a n d  in d e e d  t o  t h e  e xt en t  t h a t  

s h e  e ve n  h e lp e d  t o  a ch ie ve  t h e  u n io n  o f t h e  Ch u r ch  w it h  

H im , a n d t h u s is a ls o m o t h e r o f t h e Ch u r ch . Co n s e 

q u e n t ly M a r y  co o p e r a t e d  in  a  m o r e  fu n d a m e n t a l w a y in  

e ffe ct in g a n d o b t a in in g t h e r e b ir th o f a ll m a n k in d , 

w h e r e a s  t h e  Ch u r ch  is a ct ive  o n ly in  a p p lyin g t h e  fr u it s  

o f r e d e m p t io n  t o t h e in d ivid u a l s o u l. H o w e ve r , in  s o  

fa r  a s M a r y is t h e  h e a d  m e m b e r  o r  h e a r t  o f t h e  Ch u r ch , 

h e r  m o t h e r h o o d  u n it e s  w it h  t h a t o f t h e Ch u r ch  t o  fo r m  

o n e  m o t h e r h o o d  in  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  Ch r is t ’s s p ir it u a l 

fa th e r h o o d  a ls o  fo r m s  o n e fa t h e r h o o d  w it h  t h a t  o f G o d . 

Bu t , e ve n  in  t h a t ca s e , M a r y’s m o t h e r h o o d  r e m a in s t h e  

r o o t  a n d  s o u l o f t h a t  o f t h e  Ch u r ch  in  s u ch  u n it y t h a t  t h e  

Ch u r ch  ca n  h a ve  a n d  e xe r cis e s  it s  m o t h e r h o o d  o n ly in  s o  

fa r  a s it co n t a in s  a n d  a ct s t h r o u gh  M a r y’s m o t h e r h o o d .

I n  ge n e r a l, t h e r e e xis t s b e t w e e n  M a r y’s m o th e r h o o d  

a n d  t h a t  o f t h e  Ch u r ch  s o  clo s e , co m p le t e , a n d  m u t u a l a  

r e la t io n , r a t h e r  s o  in t r in s ic  a  co n n e ct io n  a n d  lik e n e s s , t h a t  

o n e  ca n  b e  k n o w n  o n ly in  a n d  w it h  t h e  o t h e r . T h e  t w o  a r e  

co n n e ct e d  a n d  r e s e m b le  e a ch  o t h e r  b y t h e  ve r y fa ct  t h a t  

t h e y d e p e n d  o n  t h e  H o ly G h o s t  fo r  t h e ir  fe cu n d ity a n d  

life , a n d  a r e  t h e r e b y  in t e n d e d  t o  co m m u n ica t e  a  h o ly a n d

«  I Cor. 4:15.
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s p ir it u a l  life . I n  b o t h  ca s e s , m o r e o ve r , t h e  s p ir it u a l m o th e r 

h o o d o ve r t h e r e d e e m e d  in clu d e s a m o t h e r h o o d  o ve r  

Ch r is t H im s e lf, a n d  in d e e d  o w e s it s p e r fe ct io n  t o t h is  

fa ct o r . F o r , a ll o t h e r  m a te r n a l fu n ct io n s o f t h e Ch u r ch  

ce n t e r  r o u n d  t h a t  b y  w h ich  s h e  b r in gs  fo r t h  in  h e r  w o m b  

t h e  E u ch a r is t ic Ch r is t  a s  t h e  H e a d , t h e  s a cr ifice , a n d  t h e  

fo o d  o f t h e  m e m b e r s  o f H is  m ys t ica l b o d y. Bu t  t h a t  ve r y  

fa ct  r e ve a ls ve r y s p e cia lly t h e  m o r e s u b lim e a n d  fu n d a 

m e n ta l ch a r a cte r  o f M a r y ’s m o t h e r h o o d  in  co m p a r is o n  

w it h  t h a t  o f t h e  Ch u r ch , a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  t h e  o r ga n ic  

co n n e ct io n  o f t h e  t w o , a s a  r e s u lt  o f w h ich  t h e  Ch u r ch ’s  

m a te r n a l a ct ivit y is e xe r t e d  b e ca u s e  o f a n d  b y vir t u e  o f 

M a r y’s m o t h e r h o o d , w h ile M a r y ca r r ie s  o n  h e r  m a t e r n a l 

w o r k  in  a n d  t h r o u gh  t h e  Ch u r ch .

An  a b u n d a n ce  o f p r a ct ica l a n d  t h e o r e t ica l co n clu s io n s  

is  a t t a ch e d  t o  t h e  co n n e ct io n  a n d  a n a lo gy o f t h e  m o t h e r 

h o o d  o f t h e Ch u r ch  t o t h a t o f M a r y. T h e F a t h e r s h a ve  

e m p h a s ize d  t h is co n n e ct io n  a n d  a n a lo gy a lt h o u gh , m o r e  

o ft e n  t h a n  n o t , in  in d ivid u a l p o in t s o n ly.2 1 By w a y o f 

e xa m p le  w e  m a y  n o t e  t h e  ce lib a cy  o f t h e  s a ce r d o ta l  o r ga n s  

o f t h e  Ch u r ch . I n  t h e m , a s  in  t h e  b e a r e r s  o f a n  e s s e n t ia lly 

vir gin a l m o th e r h o o d , t h is ce lib a cy is r e q u ir ed , n o t b e 

ca u s e o f a n  a b s o lu t e ly s im ila r  n e ce s s it y, ye t  fo r  r e a s o n s  

a lt o ge th e r a n a lo go u s t o M a r y ’s p e r p e t u a l vir g in it y in  

s o u l a n d  b o d y. O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , M a r y ’s  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  

E u ch a r is t  is  a ls o  e xt r e m e ly s ign ifica n t  fo r  t h e  fu ll u n d e r 

s t a n d in g o f h e r  s p ir it u a l m o t h e r h o o d . F ir s t  t h e  M o th e r  o f 

G o d , in  a  t r u e r  a n d  fu lle r  s e n s e t h a n  t h e Ch u r ch , p r e 

p a r ed  t h e  fle s h  a n d  b lo o d  o f Ch r is t , w h ich  a r e  co n ta in e d  

21 See St. Leo the G reat, Sermo 26 de Natio. Domini, c.2; PL, LTV , 213. 

A bundant m aterial is to be found in J. B. Terrien, op. cit., p. II, lib. 8, c.3  

(Paris edition, IV , 3-84).
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in  t h e E u ch a r is t a s t h e e s s e n t ia l s p ir it u a l fo o d  fo r  h e r  

ch ild r e n . Se co n d ly, in t h e E u ch a r is t ic Co m m u n io n ,  

t h r o u gh  Ch r is t ’s  fle s h  a n d  b lo o d  w h ich  is t a k e n  fr o m  h e r 

s e lf, s h e e n t e r s in t o a s u b s t a n t ia l a n d  o r ga n ic r e la t io n  

t o h e r  ch ild r e n , w h e r e b y t h e y b e co m e d e a r  t o h e r  a n d  

o b t a in  a  s p e cia l r igh t  t o  h e r  m o t h e r ly ca r e  a n d  in t e r ce s 

s io n .

An  u n h e a lt h y m ys t icis m  p u t  a  fa n t a s t ic in t e r p r e t a t io n  

o n  M a r y ’s r e la t io n  t o t h e E u ch a r is t , h o ld in g t h a t a  r e a l 

p r e s e n ce o f M a r y, o r  a  p a r t  o f h e r  fle s h  a n d  b lo o d , w a s  

co n ta in e d  t h e r e in . T h is  p a r t  o f h e r  fle s h  a n d  b lo o d , w h ich  

h a d  go n e  o ve r  t o  Ch r is t , b u t  r e m a in e d  d is t in ct  fr o m  H is  

o w n , w o u ld  s t ill b e lo n g t o  h e r  a n d , a p a r t fr o m  Ch r is t ’s  

fle s h , s h o u ld  b e  ve n e r a t e d  b y  a  s p e cia l cu lt . T h a t  w a s  t h e  

t e a ch in g , in t h e s e ve n t e e n t h  ce n t u r y, o f Ch r is t o p h e r  

Ve ga s ; 2 2 in  t h e e igh t e e n t h  ce n t u r y, o f Ze p h e r in u s d e  

So m e yr e .2 3

22 Christoph. V egas, Theologia Mar., palaestra 21.
2S Zephyrinus de Som eyre, Liber de cultu erga Deiparam in sacramento 

altaris.
24 G uido Carmelita, Summa de haer., de haer. graecorum, c. 13.

25 See Benedict X IV (Lam bertim ), De servorum Dei beatificatione, lib. 4, 

p. 2, c.31.
20 A dogmatic study in M ariology by H . O swald (Paderborn, 1855) w as 

placed on the Index, D ecem ber 6, 1855.

G u id o Ca r m e lit a r e fu t e d  a lik e e r r o r h e ld  b y s o m e  

G r e e k w r it e r s  w h o , in  t h e E u ch a r is t , s a w  “r e lics o f t h e  

Ble s se d Vir g in .” 2 4 T h is d o ct r in e w a s co n d e m n e d  b y  

R o m e  a s  “fa ls e , d a n ge r o u s , a n d  s ca n d a lo u s .’’2 5 A p a r t ia l 

r e n e w a l o f t h is  e r r o r  o ccu r r e d  in  t h e  m id d le  o f t h e  n in e 

t e e n t h  ce n t u r y. A s t u d y in  M a r io lo gy b y a  G e r m a n  t h e 

o lo gia n  co n t a in e d  t h is d o ct r in e , a n d  fo r  t h a t  r e a s o n  w a s  

p la ce d  o n  t h e I n d e x.2 6 At b e s t it ca n  b e s a id  t h a t t h e  
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b o d ily s u b s t a n ce , o r igin a lly t a k e n  fr o m  M a r y, r e m a in e d  

m a t e r ia lly id e n t ica l in  Ch r is t ’s b o d y a s H is fle s h a n d  

b lo o d ; b u t  e ve n  t h is  is  p u r e  co n je ct u r e . O n ly t h e  o r ga n ic  

co n n e ct io n  is ce r t a in  o f Ch r is t ’s fle s h  a n d  b lo o d  a t H is  

d e a t h  w it h  t h a t o f M a r y.2 7

I n s t e a d  o f e m p h a s izin g  a  fo r m a l, o r  e ve n  a  m e r e ly m a 

t e r ia l, id e n t it y o f Ch r is t ’s fle s h  a n d  b lo o d  w it h  t h a t o f 

M a r y’s  in  t h e  E u ch a r is t , t h e  fa ct  s h o u ld  r a th e r  b e  s t r e s s e d  

t h a t , b y h e r  w ill, M a r y co o p e r a t e d  a n d  s t ill co o p e r a t e s  

fo r m a lly a n d  d ir e ct ly  in  t h e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f t h e  E u ch a r is t :  

fir s t , b e ca u se  t h is , im p lic it ly  a t  le a s t , w a s  h e r  o b je ct  in  t h e  

p r o d u ct io n  o f Ch r is t ’s fle s h ; s e co n d ly, b e ca u s e t h e  in s t i

t u t io n  o f t h e  Ble s s e d  E u ch a r is t  ca n  b e  r e ga r d e d  a s  a cco m 

p lis h e d  in  co n s id e r a t io n  o f h e r p r a ye r s . W it h  t h is w e  

m igh t  a s s o cia t e  h e r  in t e r ce s s io n  a t  t h e  u n d o u b t e d ly t yp 

ica l m ir a cle a t Ca n a . 2 8

M a b y ’s  C o o p e r a t io n  a f t e r  C h r i s t ’s D e a t h

O n  t h e p a r t o f t h e R e d e e m e r , t h e w o r k o f s a lva t io n  

co n t in u e s a ft e r  H is  d e a th ; in  o r d e r  t o  a p p ly t o  t h e  in d i

vid u a l s o u l t h e fr u it s o f t h a t d e a th . M a r y lik e w is e co n 

t in u e s  h e r  co o p e r a t io n  w it h  t h e  s a m e  p u r p o s e , t h e  m o r e  

s o  s in ce , in  t h e  ve r y a p p lica t io n  o f t h e  r e d em p t io n , m u ch  

r o o m  is  le ft  fo r  h u m a n  co o p e r a t io n . W h ile  t h e  R e d e e m e r , 

r e ign in g o n  t h e t h r o n e o f G o d , co n t in u e d  H is w o r k o f 

s a lva t io n  n o lo n ge r  a s o n e o b t a in in g a n d  m e r it in g b u t  

r a t h e r  a s o n e co m m a n d in g a n d  d is t r ib u t in g gr a ce ; it is  

o b vio u s  t h a t  M a r y’s  a ct ivit y, a s  lo n g  a s  s h e  w a s  s e p a r a t e d

27 See D ublanchy, art. “M arie,” in Diet, de th. cath., IX, 2364  f.

28 John 2:1-6.
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fr o m  h e r So n  a n d  co n t in u e d  t o la b o r o n  e a r t h  a m o n g  

r e d e e m e d  m a n k in d , r e t a in e d  it s fo r m e r  ch a r a ct e r is t ic o f 

w in n in g a n d  m e r it in g . I t r e m a in e d  t h a t im petratio, b y  

w h ich  h e w h o  p r a ys m a k e s h im s e lf a n d  o t h e r s w o r th y  

t o o b t a in  gr a ce , p o s s e s s e s a  p o w e r  w h ich  is b a s e d  o n  a  

p io u s lo n g in g . P e r h a p s it  is m o r e co r r e ct t o  s a y t h a t , in  

r e la t io n  t o t h e a cco m p lis h e d a ct o f r e d e m p t io n , it h a d  

t h e  ch a r a ct e r is t ic  o f a n  o b t a in in g  o r  d is p o s in g  a p p lica t io n . 

T h e Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s d o  n o t give t h e s ligh t e s t  h in t a s  

t o t h e d u r a t io n  a n d  co n t in u a n ce  o f M a r y’s s a lu t a r y a c 

t ivit y o n  e a r t h . T h e y m e n t io n  o n ly  t h e  fir s t , b u t  t h e  m o s t  

im p o r t a n t , e xe r cis e  o f t h a t  a ct ivit y, h e r  p r a ye r  a m o n g  t h e  

a p o s t le s b e fo r e  t h e d e s ce n t  o f t h e H o ly G h o s t . 2 9

As  fo r  M a r y’s s p e cific p o s it io n  in  t h e  w o r k  o f r e d em p 

t io n  a ft e r  it s co m p le t io n , h e r  fu n ct io n  is a s n a tu r a l a n d  

s ign ifica n t  a s w a s h e r  a ct ivit y b e fo r e  t h e co n ce p t io n  o f 

t h e  R e d e e m e r . At  t h a t  t im e , a s  a n  in s t r u m e n t  o f t h e  H o ly  

G h o s t  a n d  h e a d  m e m b e r  o f m a n k in d  n o t  ye t  r e d e em e d .  

M a r y  h a d  t h e  t a s k  o f p r e p a r in g t h e  la t t e r  fo r  t h e  co m in g  

o f t lie  R e d e e m e r . I n  t h e  s a m e  ca p a city  m u s t  s h e , n o w  a s  

t h e n , w o r k  a m o n g t h e  r e d ee m e d  in  o r d e r  t o co n ve y t o  

t h e m  t h e gr a ce  o f r e d em p t io n  a n d  t h e r e b y s h o w  h e r s e lf 

fo r a ll t im e t h e b e a r e r a n d  m e d ia t r ix o f t h e gr a ce o f 

r e d em p t io n .

I n  M a r y ’s p r a ye r  a m o n g t h e a p o s t le s , e s p e cia lly b e 

fo r e  t h e  d e s ce n t  o f t h e  H o ly  G h o s t , w e  h a ve  fo r  a ll t im e  a  

figu r e o f t h e r e la t io n  b e t w e e n  t h e Ch u r ch  a s m e d ia t r ix  

o f t h e  gr a ce  o f r e d e m p t io n  a n d  M a r y. T h is  r e la t io n  co n 

s is t s n o t o n ly in  t h is , t h a t t h e p r a ye r  o f t h e Ch u r ch  o n  

e a r t h  is ge n e r a lly a n im a t e d  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  b y t h a t o f 

M a r y; b u t  a ls o  a n d  e s p e cia lly in  t h e  fa ct  t h a t , b y vir t u e  

2» A cts 1:14.
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o f t h e  fo r m a l id e n t it y o f t h e  Ch u r ch  o f a ll t im e s w it h  t h e  

o r igin a l Ch u r ch , t h e  p r a ye r  fo r  t h e  fr u it s  o f t h e  r e d e m p 

t io n , o ffe r e d  b y t h e Ch u r ch  o n  e a r t h , is a n im a t e d  a n d  

s u p p o r t e d  b y M a r y ’s p io u s p r a ye r , a s a  p r a ye r  fr o m  t h e  

h e a r t  o f t h e  Ch u r ch , n o w  a s  m u ch  a s  w h e n  M a r y fo r m e d  

p a r t o f t h a t Ch u r ch  o n  e a r t h .

T h e n a t u r e a n d  s ign ifica n ce o f M a r y ’s co n t in u e d  a c 

t ivit y o n  e a r th  co m e s in t o e vid e n ce m o r e cle a r ly a n d  

fo r ce fu lly w h e n  co n s id e r e d  fr o m  t h e vie w p o in t o f h e r  

s p ir it u a l m o t h e r h o o d . I n  t h a t ca s e h e r  a ct ivit y a t o n ce  

a p p e a r s a s r u n n in g co n cu r r e n t ly w it h  t h a t fr u it io n  b y  

w h ich  a  p h ys ica l m o t h e r , a ft e r  t h e  co n ce p t io n  o f t h e  fr u it ,  

ch e r is h e s t h a t  fr u it  in  h e r  w o m b  in  o r d e r  t o b r in g it t o  

fu ll d e ve lo p m e n t . I n  co n t r a s t  w it h  t h e  m a te r n a l generare 

o r concipere, t h is fu n ct io n  is ca lle d  alere, o r parturire 

a n d  parere. I n  p h ys ica l m o t h e r h o o d , a ft e r  t h e  co n ce p t io n  

o f t h e p r o p a ga t in g  p o w er  fr o m  t h e fa t h e r , it  is t h e t a s k  

o f t h e m o t h e r  t o m a k e t h e ge r m -ce lls a va ila b le fo r  t h e  

vivifica t io n  b y t h e s p ir it u a l s o u l, a n d  t o give co m p le t e  

d e ve lo p m e n t t o  t h e  b o d y t h u s vivifie d . F o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e  

it  s u p p o r t s  t h e  in flu e n ce  o f t h e  s o u l o n  t h e  fo r m a t io n  o f 

t h e  m e m b e r s , a n d  t h u s a id s in  m a k in g t h e s e  in t o  livin g  

m e m b e r s ; it  is , in  a  m a n n e r , w it h in  t h e  h u m a n  o r ga n is m ,  

a n a lo go u s t o t h e h e a r t w h ich  s e r ve s t h e h e a d  in t h e  

fo r m a t io n  a n d  vivifica t io n  o f t h e o t h e r  m e m b e r s . Lik e 

w is e in  M a r y t h e ge r m -ce ll o f t h e Ch u r ch , t h a t is , r e 

d e e m e d  m a n k in d , h a d  t o  b e  d e ve lo p e d  in t o  a n  o r ga n ic, 

livin g , a n d  m ys t ica l b o d y. As  r e ce ive r  o f t h e  p r o d u ct ive  

p o w e r fr o m  Ch r is t ’s s u ffe r in gs , M a r y w a s a b le a n d  o b 

lige d  t o  m a k e  t h is  ge r m -ce ll a va ila b le  in  h e r  h e a r t  fo r  t h e  

r e ce p t io n  o f t h e  H o ly G h o s t  w h o  is  t h e  s o u l o f t h a t  m ys 

t ica l b o d y. Aft e r  t ir e  r e ce p t io n  o f t h e  H o ly  G h o s t , s h e  h a d  
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t o  co o p e r a t e  in  t h e  fir s t  d e ve lo p m en t  o f t h is  b o d y b y t h e  

fo r m a t io n  a n d  vivifica t io n  o f it s in d ivid u a l m e m b e r s .

T h e  figu r e  o f t h is m a t e r n a l fu n ct io n  o f M a r y d o e s  n o t  

lim it it s e lf t o h e r  a ct ivit y o n  e a r t h , b u t is a p p lica b le in  

ge n e r a l a ls o t o h e r  w h o le m a t e r n a l ca r e fo r  r e d ee m e d  

h u m a n ity; h e n ce  it  r e fe r s  lik e w is e  t o  t h a t  ca r e  w h ich , w it h  

Ch r is t , s h e  e xe r cise s  in  h e a ve n . I n  a  p h ys ica l m o th e r , t h e  

t yp e  o f m a t e r n a l ca r e  s h e  e xe r cise s  t o w a r d s  t h e ch ild  in  

h e r  w o m b  is n o t  le s s t h e  s t a n d a r d  fo r  t h e  a ct ivit y w h ich  

la t e r , t o ge t h e r  w it h  t h e  fa t h e r , s h e  s h o w s  in  t h e  r e a r in g  o f 

t h e ch ild . I n  t h is ca s e t h e k in d  o f m a t e r n a l co o p e r a t io n  

in  t h e  fu ll d e ve lo p m e n t  o f t h e  ch ild  p r e s e n t s  it s e lf u n d e r  

t w o  fo r m s , t h e  s e co n d  o f w h ich  r e a lly s u p p o s e s t h e  fir s t . 

Lik e w is e  it  is o b vio u s  t h a t , in  a n  a n a lo go u s  m a n n e r , t h is  

co o p e r a t io n  is r e a lize d  in  M a r y’s s p ir it u a l m o th e r h o o d  

u n d e r t w o fo r m s co r r e s p o n d in g t o t h o se o f p h ys ica l 

m o t h e r h o o d . F r o m  t h is it  fo llo w s t h a t t h e a ct ivit y e xe r 

cis e d  b y M a r y o n  e a r th  co r r e s p o n d s  m o s t  s p e cifica lly in  

fo r m  a n d  e ffe ct t o  t h a t  b y w h ich , w it h o u t  e xt e r n a l r e la 

t io n  t o  t h e  fa th e r , b u t  in  clo s e  u n io n  w it h  h e r  ch ild , t h e  

p h ys ica l m o t h e r  n o u r is h e s  a n d  ch e r is h e s  t h a t  ch ild  in  h e r  

w o m b  u n t il it is m a t u r e d  fo r  a n  in d e p e n d e n t life .

T h is r e s e m b la n ce go es s o fa r  t h a t e ve n  t h e p a in s o f 

ch ild b ir t h  a r e n o t la ck in g in  t h is m a te r n a l ca r e  o f M a r y  

fo r  t h e in fa n t  Ch u r ch . T h e s e  ve r y p a in s o f b ir t h  w h ich  

co in cid e w it h  t h o se o f t h e Ch u r ch  a r e in d ica t e d  p a r 

t icu la r ly  in  t h e  Ap o ca lyp s e .3 0  T h is  m a t e r n a l ca r e  o f M a r y  

n a tu r a lly in clu d e s  in  a  b r o a d e r  s e n s e  h e r  b e in g  r e ga r d e d  

a s  paracleta, t h a t  is , p r o t e ct r e s s , e d u ca t r ix,  a n d  co n s o la t r ix  

o f t h e in fa n t  Ch u r ch . T o  t h e a p o s t le s , o r p h a n e d  b y H is

“A poc. 12:1 ff.
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d e p a r t u r e  t o  t h e  F a th e r , Ch r is t  ga ve  M a r y t o ge t h e r  w it h  

t h e  H o ly G h o s t  w h o s e  s p e cia l figu r e  a n d  in s t r u m e n t s h e  

is , in  o r d e r  t h a t  s h e  m igh t  t a k e  H is  p la ce  a s vis ib le  gu a r 

a n ty  o f H is  a s s is t a n ce  a n d  a s  m e d ia t r ix  o f H is  illu m in a t in g  

gr a ce .

Sin ce  t h is  id e a  p r e s e n t s  t h e  e ffe ct ive  r e b ir t h  o f t h e  in d i

vid u a l r e d e e m e d , vie w e d  fr o m  t h e  b ir t h  t h a t  t a k e s p la ce  

in  t h e  m e m b e r s o f Ch r is t ’s m ys t ica l b o d y, w h ich  is t h e  

Ch u r ch , M a r y ’s s p ir it u a l m o t h e r h o o d  a t  o n ce  a p p ea r s  a s  

a  m o th e r h o o d  o ve r  t h e  Ch u r ch ; s o  t h a t , in  it s r e la t io n  t o  

t h e r e d ee m e d  p e r s o n , it is r e a lize d  b y t h e  ve r y m o t h e r 

h o o d  o f t h e Ch u r ch  it s e lf. Bu t fo r  t h a t ve r y r e a s o n  t h is  

id e a  ju s t ifie s o u r  s a yin g, t h a t t h e Ch u r ch , a s m o t h e r  o f 

t h e  n e w  m a n k in d , a t t h e fo o t o f t h e  cr o s s ca m e  fo r t h  in  

s u ch  a  w a y fr o m  t h e  s id e  o f Ch r is t  a s t o  b e  co n ce ive d  in  

M a r y’s h e a r t in  o r d e r  t o  b e b o r n  t h e r e fr o m .3 1 T h is id e a  

a ls o  p la ce s  M a r y’s  s p ir it u a l m o th e r h o o d  in  clo s e r  co n n e c

t io n  w it h  h e r  p h ys ica l m o t h e r h o o d  t o w a r d s Ch r is t H im 

s e lf. O n  t h is  a cq p u n t  M a r y’s m a t e r n a l a ct ivit y t o w a r d  r e 

d e e m e d  h u m a n it y is  fo r m a lly d ir e ct e d  t o  t h is , t h a t  b y t h e  

p o w e r  o f Ch r is t a s H e a d  s h e  b r in gs  fo r t h  t h e  r e d e e m e d  

u n to  u n ity w it h  H im  “a s in t o  t h e  p e r fe ct  o n e Ch r is t” in  

t h e s e n s e give n  b y t h e Ap o s t le .3 2

Ch r is t ’s w o r d s fr o m  t h e cr o s s t o M a r y a n d J o h n ,3 3  

in  t h e ir  lit e r a l s e n s e , in d ica t e  a  m a t e r n a l r e la t io n  t o  J o h n  

w h ich  h a d  t o  b e  e s t a b lis h e d  fo r  t h e d u r a t io n  o f M a r y ’s  

life . I n  a  h igh e r  s e n s e  t h e y r e fe r  a ls o  t o  M a r y ’s m a te r n a l 

r e la t io n  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f Ch r is t ’s m ys t ica l b o d y d u r in g

81 A bout the Church as daughter of M ary, see Terrien, op. cit., p. Π , lib. 

8, c.2; IV, 28-58.
32 Eph. 4:13.

83 John 19:26  f.
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h e r  life  o n  e a r th . T h is  h o ld s  in  p a r t icu la r  fo r  t h e  Ch u r ch  

w h ich  w a s r e p r e s e n t e d  b y t h e a p o s t le s . I t  h o ld s fo r  t h e  

a p o s t le s  a lso , b e ca u s e  t h e y r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e Ch u r ch  a s a  

figu r e  o f M a r y’s vir g in a l m o t h e r h o o d . T h is w a s  p a r t icu 

la r ly t r u e  o f St . J o h n . I f fr o m  t h is  a p p lica t io n  w e  p a s s  o n  

t o  t h e  u n ive r s a l m e a n in g o f t h e  w o r d s , t h e  la t t e r  t a k e s  o n  

a  r ich e r  a n d  m o r e b e a u t ifu l s ign ifica n ce . W e ca n  m o r e  

e a s ily a n d  n a t u r a lly im a gin e  it  a s  co n t a in e d  in  t h e  w o r d s  

t h e m se lves , t h a n  if, fr o m  t h e lit e r a l m e a n in g , w e p a s s  

d ir e ct ly a n d  im m ed ia t e ly t o  t h e  w h o le  o f t h e  fa it h fu l.

M a r y ’s  C o o p e r a t io n  in  H e a v e n

M a r y e xe r cis e s h e r fin a l co o p e r a t io n  w it h t h e R e 

d e e m e r  a ft e r  h e r  So n  h a d  t a k e n  h e r  t o  H im s e lf in t o  H is  

h e a ve n ly glo r y. T h is co o p e r a t io n  is a ga in  in  im m e d ia t e  

u n io n  w it h  Ch r is t  a n d  w ill co n t in u e  u n t il t h e  fu ll n u m b e r  

o f t h e  r e d ee m e d  is co m p le te . As  “Q u e e n  s t a n d in g a t  t h e  

r igh t h a n d  o f h e r So n ,” 3 4 s h e s h a r e s in  H is d ivin e a c 

t ivit y  o f s a lva t io n  in  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  s h e  co o p e r a t e d  w it h  

H im  w h ile  o n  e a r th  in  o b t a in in g  t h e  gr a ce  o f r e d e m p t io n . 

Lik e  t h e a ct ivit y o f Ch r is t H im s e lf a n d  o f t h e glo r ifie d  

s a in t s , o r  lik e  t h a t  o f a ll m e m b e r s  o f t h e  p e r fe ct e d  Ch u r ch  

in  h e a ve n , a m o n g  w h o m  it  is  e xe r cis e d  fo r  t h e  b e n e fit  o f 

t h e ye t  im p e r fect Ch u r ch  o n  e a r t h , M a r y’s s a lu t a r y a c 

t ivit y co n s is t s in in t e r ce s s io n . I n co n t r a s t w it h t h e  

a ct ivit y o f o b t a in in g , o r o f o b t a in in g a n d  a p p lyin g , o n  

b e h a lf o f t h e viatores, h e r  a ct ivit y b e a r s t h e ch a r a cte r 

is t ic o f a  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  t h e  d is t r ib u t io n , dispensatio, o f 

G o d ’s gr a ce s , e s p e cia lly t h e gr a ce o f r e d e m p t io n . F o r , 

h e r  a ct ivit y is t h e e ffe ct o f h e r  e leva t io n  t o t h e s t a t e  o f 

r e ign in g  w it h  G o d . I n  co n t r a s t  w it h  Ch r is t , h e r  co o p é r a 

is. 44:10.
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t io n  in  t h e d is t r ib u t io n  o f gr a ce m u s t , lik e t h a t o f t h e  

s a in t s , b e lim it e d  t o a glo r io u s in t e r ce s s io n .3 5

I t  h a s a lw a ys b e e n  t h e co n vict io n  o f t h e Ch u r ch  t h a t  

in  h e a ve n  M a r y in t e r ce d e s in  t h e m o s t co m p r e h e n s ive  

a n d  ir r e s is t ib le m a n n e r fo r t h e Ch u r ch  o n  e a r th ; a ls o , 

t h a t , a cco r d in g t o t h e d o ct r in e o f t h e Ch u r ch  a n d  t h e  

Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s , a ll glo r ifie d  s a in t s p r a y m o r e o r  le s s  

e ffect u a lly  fo r  t h e  Ch u r ch  h e r e  b e lo w . T h is  fo llo w s  cle a r ly  

b o t h  fr o m  r e a s o n  in  ge n e r a l a n d  fr o m  M a r y’s  s p e cia l r e la 

t io n  t o Ch r is t  b e ca u s e  o f w h ich , w h ile  o n  e a r t h , s h e co 

o p e r a t e d  m o s t  e a r n e s t ly a n d  co n s t a n t ly w it h  H im  in  t h e  

s a lva t io n  o f m a n k in d . As fo r t h e n a tu r e , p o s it io n , a n d  

p o w e r  o f M a r y’s in t e r ce s s io n  in  h e a ve n , it  is e q u a lly o b 

vio u s t h a t  h e r  in t e r ce s s io n  b e a r s  a  ch a r a ct e r is t ic e n t ir e ly 

it s o w n , d is t in gu is h in g it  n o  le s s fr o m  t h a t  o f t h e s a in t s  

t h a n  fr o m  t h a t o f Ch r is t . T h is ch a r a ct e r is t ic ca n  b e e x 

p r e s s e d  a s fo llo w s : it is t h e  m a te r n a l in t e r ce s s io n  in  t h e  

o r d e r  o f gr a ce , t h a t is , it is p u r e ly m a t e r n a l in  co n t r a s t  

w it h  t h a t o f Ch r is t , a n d  it is t r u ly m a te r n a l in  co n t r a s t  

w it h  t h a t  o f t h e  s a in t s .

As a p u r e ly m a t e r n a l in t e r ce s s io n , o r a s t h a t o f t h e  

m a t e r n a l b r id e , M a r y ’s in t e r ce s s io n  is  t o  t h a t  o f Ch r is t  a s  

o n e t h a t is b a s e d  o n  t h e s u b lim e a n d  p r o p e r  p o w er  o f 

G o d  t h e So n , w h ich  is e xp r e s s e d  in  t h e fu ll s p ir it u a l 

fa t h e r h o o d  o ve r m a n k in d . M a r y is s u b o r d in a t e t o t h is ,  

co n s e q u e n t ly s h e p le a d s a n d  p e t it io n s fo r a ll t h a t s h e  

d e s ir e s , b u t  o n ly b y a n d  in  Ch r is t . T h u s , in  t h e  s t r ic t e s t  

s e n s e  o f t h e  w o r d , Ch r is t ’s in t e r ce s s io n  is t h e  in t e r p e lla -

85 Som e theologians w ish to ascribe to M ary a physical and instrum ental 

causality  w ith regard to the distribution of grace. See Bittremieux, De medi
atione universali B.M. Virginis quoad gratias (Bruges, 1926), pp. 276-83, 

and B. Lavaud, “D e la causalité instrumentale de M arie, m édiatrice de toute 

grâce,” in Revue Thomiste, X XX II (1927), 423-45. 
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t io n  o f a  k in g  a n d  p r ie s t , b a s e d  o n  t h e  lo ft y d ign it y  o f H is  

p e r s o n  a n d  t h e  s u b lim e  va lu e  o f H is  s a cr ifice . I t  t h u s  b e a r s  

t h e  ch a r a ct e r is t ic o f a  s u p r e m e  ju r is d ic t io n . T h a t  o f M a r y, 

o n  t h e co n t r a r y, r e m a in s a lw a ys t h e m in is t e r ia l s u p p li

ca t io n  o f a  d e a co n .

I n  r e la t io n  t o t h e in t e r ce s s io n  o f o t h e r s a in t s , M a r y’s  

is t r u ly m a te r n a l a n d  o n  a n  e s s e n t ia lly h igh e r  p la n e  t h a n  

t h e ir s . T h e ir in t e r ce s s io n is b a s e d o n t h e ir ca p a city  

a s fr ie n d s a n d s e r va n t s o f G o d . T h e in t e r ce s s io n o f 

t h e M o t h e r o f G o d t h e R e d e e m e r , is b a s e d o n t h e  

m a n ifo ld  a n d  u n iq u e u n io n  o f M a r y w it h  Ch r is t  in  H is  

p e r s o n  a n d in  H is w o r k , a n d  o n  h e r u n iq u e ca p a city  

o f condom ina a n d conliturga, r e s u lt a n t t h e r e fr o m .3 8  

I n  s o fa r  a s it is d ir e ct e d  t o Ch r is t H im s e lf, it is b a s e d  

e s p e cia lly o n  t h e s e r vice s w h ich  s h e a lo n e r e n d e r e d t o  

H is  p e r s o n  a n d , t h e r e fo r e , it  p o s s e s s e s  t h e  in t e r p e lla to r y  

ch a r a ct e r is t ics o f Ch r is t ’s m e d ia t io n . T h e  in t e r ce s s io n  o f 

t h e  s a in t s is e xe r cis e d  o n ly a s a n  a ct  o f fr ie n d ly in t e r e s t . 

T h a t o f M a r y, a s s p ir it u a l m o t h e r o f t h e r e d e e m ed , is  

s u ch  t h a t , in  vir t u e  o f h e r  vo ca t io n  a s m o t h e r , s h e  in t e r 

ce d e s  w it h  a  t r u ly m a t e r n a l lo ve fo r  t h e ch ild r e n  w h o m  

s h e  co n ce ive d  a n d  b r o u gh t  fo r t h , in  o r d e r  t o  p e r fe ct  t h e m  

in  a n d  w it h  h e r  fir s t -b o r n  So n  a s ch ild r e n  o f G o d , a n d  

t h e r e b y t o w in  a n d  p o s s e s s t h e m  a ls o a s h e r ch ild r e n . 

F r o m  t h is it  o b vio u s ly fo llo w s t h a t o t h e r  s a in t s , in  t h e n -  

in t e r ce s s io n , a r e n a tu r a lly s u b o r d in a t e t o M a r y, p a r t ly  

b e ca u s e  t h e y d e p e n d  o n  h e r  in t e r ce s s io n  o r  d ir e ct t h e ir  

p r a ye r  t o  G o d  a n d  Ch r is t  t h r o u gh  h e r , p a r t ly  b e ca u s e  b y  

t h e ir  in t e r ce s s io n  t h e y p la ce  t h e m s e lve s a t t h e d is p o s a l 

o f M a r y’s m a te r n a l d ir e ct io n .

T h e  a n t iq u ity  o f t h e  Ch u r ch ’s co n ce p t  o f M a r y’s  in t e r -

»·  See V ol. I, chap. 11, and this volume, chap. 11. 
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ce s s io n  is e s p e cia lly a p p a r e n t fr o m  t h e s o -ca lle d  o r a n t e  

r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  in  t h e  ca t a co m b s , t h a t  is , t h e  p ict u r e s o f 

w o m e n  s t a n d in g w it h  a r m s e xt e n d e d . I n  m a n y o f t h e s e  

r e p r e s e n t a t io n s , M a r y ’s n a m e is e xp r e s s ly m e n t io n e d ,  

e s p e cia lly  w h e n  t h e  o r a n t e  is  p ictu r e d  a m o n g  t h e  a p o s t le s .  

Am o n g o t h e r s a in t s , a p a r t fr o m  a n d  n e xt t o M a r y, St . 

Agn e s is b y p r e fe r e n ce r e p r e s e n t e d a s o r a n t e , b e ca u s e  

s h e w a s p a r t icu la r ly s u it e d  t o r e p r e s e n t t h e Ch u r ch  a s  

vir gin a l d a u gh t e r  o f M a r y. W h e n e ve r  t h e  o r a n t e  a p p e a r s  

a lo n e a n d  w it h o u t a n a m e , s h e n a tu r a lly s ign ifie s t h e  

Ch u r ch  d ir e ct ly; ye t , in  s u ch  m a n n e r t h a t s h e is e it h e r  

r e p r e s e n t e d  a s m o th e r  o f t h e  fa it h fu l in  M a r y h e r s e lf, o r  

im a gin e d  a s d a u gh te r  o f M a r y.’7

T h e  a n a lo gy o f t h e  in t e r p e lla to r y ch a r a ct e r is t ic in  t h e  

in t e r ce s s io n  o f M a r y a n d  Ch r is t  w a s  s u m m a r ize d  s ign if

ica n t ly in  t h e M id d le  Age s in  t h e  e xp r e s s io n : “T h e So n  

s h o w s t h e F a t h e r  H is  s id e  a n d  H is  w o u n d s , t h e M o t h e r  

s h o w s  h e r  So n  h e r  b o s o m  a n d  h e r  b r e a s t s .” T h e  e xp r e s 

s io n  is a  d e lica t e o n e , h e n ce ca n n o t  b e  u s e d  in d is cr im i

n a t e ly.

I t is o b vio u s t h a t in  o r a t o r ica l la n gu a ge , in  o r d e r  t o  

e m p h a s ize s t r o n gly t h e co n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  t h e in t e r p e lla 

t io n  o f t h e m o th e r a n d  t h e s im p le s u p p lica t io n  o f t h e  

s e r va n t s , w e  m e e t  e xp r e s s io n s  s u ch  a s  t h e  fa m o u s  t e x t  in  

St . P e t e r  D a m ia n : “T h o u  a p p r o a ch e s t  b e fo r e  t h a t  go ld e n  

t h r o n e  o f h u m a n  r e co n cilia t io n  n o t  a s k in g  o n ly, b u t  co m 

m a n d in g a s Dom ina, n o t a s h a n d m a id .” 3 8 Su ch  h yp e r 

b o lica l a n d  m e t a p h o r ica l la n gu a ge  ca n  b e  u s e d  o n ly fo r  

p io u s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d in g h e a r e r s . W it h  St . Be r n a r d in e  o f

87 See H . Leclercq, art. “M arie, M ère de D ieu,” in Diet. (Tarcheol. chrét. 
et de liturg., X (1932), 1982  ff.

88 St. Peter D amian, or rather N icholas of Clairvaux, Sermo 1 de natio. 
B.V.; PL, CXLIV, 740.
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Sie n a , p e r h a p s  a ls o  w it h  St . Bo n a ve n t u r e , w e  m a y s p e a k  

o f a  ju r is d ict io n  w h ich  M a r y  e xe r cise s  in  h e r  in t e r ce s s io n . 

I n  it s e lf t h is  e xp r e s s io n  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  a  s p e cia l p r ivile ge  

o f M a r y. T o  a  ce r t a in  e xt e n t  it is a p p lica b le a ls o t o  t h e  

in t e r ce s s io n  o f a ll t h e  s a in t s , s in ce t h e ir  in t e r ce s s io n  r e 

ce ive d  fr o m  G o d  t h e  ce r t a in  gu a r a n ty  o f r e a liza t io n , a n d  

t h u s  is  e q u a l t o  h a vin g  t h e  d is p o s a l o f t h e  gr a ce s  t o  b e  d is 

t r ib u t e d . I t  w o u ld  m e a n  a  s p e cia l p r ivile ge  fo r  M a r y  o n ly  

w h e n  a p p lie d , in  t h e  s e n s e  o f St . Be r n a r d in e , t o  a n  in n a t e  

a n d  ge n e r a l ju r is d ict io n .3 9

T h e  G r e e k  F a th e r s  u s e  t h e  w o r d ίντευξκ ( in t e r ce s s io n )  

fo r  t lie  in t e r p e lla t io n  o f b o t h  Ch r is t  a n d  M a r y; fo r  M a r y’s  

in t e r ce s s io n  t h e y m o r e  o ft e n  u s e  ττρεσβάα, w h ich  m e a n s  a n  

a m b a s s a d o r ’s m e d ia t io n . I n  d iis  fu n ct io n  M a r y h e r s e lf is  

d e s ign a t ed  n o w  a s  “le a d e r  o f a  fa ct io n ,” n o w  a s  “m e d ia t r ix  

o f fo r e ign e r s ,” a ga in  a s “a m b a s s a d o r ,” b u t e s p e cia lly is  

t h e  t it le  “a d vo ca t e” a p p lie d  t o  h e r . T h is  la t t e r  e xp r e s s io n  

is  u s e d  a lm o s t  e xclu s ive ly  fo r  M a r y, a n d  n o t  fo r  d ie  s a in t s .  

Be ca u s e  o f it s b r o a d  im p o r t  a n d  b e ca u s e  it  is a  n a m e  o f 

t h e  Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s  p r o p e r  t o  t h e  H o ly G h o s t 4 0  it  co n 

t a in s  a ls o  a  s p e cia l co n s e cr a t io n . I n  t h is  r e s p e ct  it  is p a r 

t icu la r ly  a p p r o p r ia t e  t o  M a r y, t h e  m o r e  s o  s in ce , b y  r e a s o n  

o f h e r  s p e cia l r e la t io n s h ip  t o  H im ,4 1 t h e  H o ly  G h o s t  u n it e s  

H im s e lf t o  M a r y’s  p e t it io n  w it h  u n u t t e r a b le  s igh s .

M a r y , t h e  U n iv e r s a l  M e d ia t r ix  o f  G r a c e

I n  a ll t h e  fo r m s  a n d  p h a s e s  o f h e r  co o p e r a t in g  a ct ivit y  

s o  fa r  e lu cid a t e d , M a r y a p p e a r s  n e xt  t o  a n d  u n d e r  Ch r is t ,

89 St. Bernardine of Siena, De salutatione angelica, a. 1, c. 2, in the edition  

of Opera omnia, by P. Rodulphus, V enice, 1591, I, 386  f. See text quoted by  

Ε. Blondeel, L’influence d’Ubertin de Casale . . . (Collect. Franc., V , 36, 

1935); see also St. Bernardine of Siena, De natio. B.V., cap. 8.

‘0 John 15:26  f.

41 See V ol. I, chap. 11, and this volume, chap. 9. 
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a s  t h e  e m in e n t ly  a ct ive  a n d  in flu e n t ia l m e d ia t r ix  o f s a lva 

t io n , t h e r e a s o n  b e in g h e r u n iq u e ce n t r a l p o s it io n  b e 

t w e e n  Ch r is t  a n d  m a n k in d ,4 2 o r  h e r  fu n d a m e n t a l a ct o f 

m e d ia t io n , t h a t is , h e r  co n s e n t t o t h e co n ce p t io n  o f t h e  

Sa vio r .4 3 Sh e  co n ve r t s  t h e  gr a ce  o f r e d e m p t io n  t o  t h e  u s e  

o f m a n k in d ; o r , r a t h e r , s h e  le a d s  e a ch  in d ivid u a l p e r s o n  

t o  a  p a r t icip a t io n  in  t h e  gr a ce  o f r e d e m p t io n  a n d  t h e r e b y  

t o  a  u n io n  w it h  G o d . I f w e  u s u a lly  t h in k  o n ly o f t h is  a s p e ct  

o f M a r y ’s m e d ia to r s h ip , t h a t is b e ca u s e , in  p r a ye r , w e  

a p p e a l t o M a r y in  s o fa r  a s s h e e xe r cis e s t h a t o ffice b y  

h e r  h e a ve n ly in t e r ce s s io n . M o r e o ve r , w e  ca ll d ir e ct ly n o t  

o n ly u p o n  M a r y, b u t  a ls o  u p o n  Ch r is t  a n d  G o d , a n d  u p o n  

t h e s a in t s a p a r t fr o m  M a r y. Co n s e q u e n t ly, fr o m  t h a t  

a s p e ct , w e  d o  n o t  e a s ily co m e  t o  t h e  id e a  t h a t  t h e  m e d ia 

t io n  o f M a r y, lik e  t h a t  o f Ch r is t , is  s ixn p ly u n ive r s a l—u n i

ve r s a l in  t h e s e n s e , t h a t n o gr a ce is gr a n t e d  b y G o d  

w it h o u t a n a ctu a l a n d in t e r ce s s o r y co o p e r a t io n fr o m  

M a r y, a n d  t h a t , t h e r e fo r e , a ll gr a ce s  o f s a lva t io n  co m e  t o  

u s  t h r o u gh  h e r  h a n d s .

M a n y t h e o lo g ia n s , it  is t r u e , h a ve  a d m it t e d  t h is t h e s is  

o n ly a s  a n  o p in io n  w h ich  is  a t  m o s t  r e m o t e ly  p r o b a b le . I t  

h a s e ve n  b e e n  ca lle d  a n  e m p ty e xa gge r a t io n  o r  a  p io u s  

b u t  u n fo u n d e d  p h a n t a s y, a s w a s  t h e  ca s e  w it h  M u r a t o r i 

a ga in s t  St . Alp h o n s u s .4 4  W e  n e e d  o n ly  t o  d e fin e  t h e  m e a n 

in g o f t h e t h e s is a n d  co n s id e r t h e co n n e ct io n  o f M a r y’s  

p o s it io n  a s m e d ia t r ix in  h e a ve n  w it h  h e r fu n ct io n s o f 

m e d ia t r ix in  ge n e r a l, in  o r d e r  t o  s e e  t h a t  a  s cie n t ific co n -

42 See V ol. I, chap. 11.

43 See supra, chap. 11.

44 Ludov. A nt. M uratori w rote his book  in 1747; it w as not directed against 

St. A lphonsus, w hose w ork w as w ritten only two years later. St. A lphonsus* 

book is really an answer to M uratori. A bout this, see D illenschneider, La 

Mariologie de S. Alphonse de Liguori (Fribourg, 1931), I, 289-327 and  

(1934) II, 166-95.
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s e q u e n ce  fo r ce s  a  r e a l t h e o lo g ia n  t o  a cce p t  t h e  t h e s is  a n d  

t o r e a lize , t o o , t h a t  a  cr it icis m  o f it m a y b e t r a ce d  t o a  

s u p e r fic ia l co n s id e r a t io n  o f t h e s t a t e o f t h e ca se .

I n d e e d  r e a l m e a n in g o f t h e t h e s is is n o t t h a t w e d o  

n o t r e ce ive a n y gr a ce u n le s s w e o u r se lve s b e g M a r y s  

in t e r ce s s io n . I t m e a n s o n ly t h a t n o p r a ye r  is a n s w e r e d  

w it h o u t t h e a s s is t a n ce o f h e r in t e r ce s s io n , a n d t h a t a  

cu lp a b le a n d  p o s it ive e xclu s io n  o f t h a t in t e r ce s s io n  in  

t h e  in t e n t io n  o f h im  w h o  p r a ys , m u s t  m o s t ce r t a in ly e n 

d a n ge r  t h e gr a n t in g o f t h e p e t it io n . (2 ) T h e d o ct r in e  

s h o u ld  n o t m e a n  t h a t M a r y’s in t e r ce s s io n  is a lto ge t h e r  

a n d  in  ge n e r a l n e ce s s a r y t o  m o ve Ch r is t t o m a k e in t e r 

ce s s io n  fo r  u s , a s if, o f H im s e lf, H e  w e r e n o t w illin g t o  

d o  s o . I t  m e a n s  t h a t , a cco r d in g  t o  t h e  o r d e r  fixe d  b y G o d  

a n d  Ch r is t H im s e lf, Ch r is t ’s m e r it s a n d  in t e r ce s s io n  w ill 

b e  o f n o  a va il w it h o u t M a r y ’s co o p e r a t in g in t e r ce s s io n , 

a n d  t h a t , a cco r d in gly, e ve r y gr a ce  is  gr a n t e d  o n ly a s  co n 

jo in t ly o b t a in e d  b y h e r .

T h e e xis t e n ce o f t h is o r d e r  is s h o w n  fr o m  it s fit n e s s  

t o  t h e  d ign it y o f t h e  M o th e r  o f G o d , t o  h e r  ch a r a ct e r is t ic  

o f D o m in a  a n d  Q u e e n , t o  t ir e m a gn it u d e  o f h e r  fu lln e s s  

o f gr a ce , a n d e s p e cia lly t o t h e u n ive r s a l d is p e n s a t io n  

a cco r d in g t o w h ich , in  t h e a p p o r t io n in g o f gr a ce , G o d  

fo llo w s  a  gr a d u a l d is t r ib u t io n . I n  r e a lit y, t h e s e a r e  o n ly  

r e a so n s  de convenientia w h ich  m a y r e co m m e n d  t h e  d o c 

t r in e ,  b u t  d o  n o t  p r o ve  it . F o r  la ck  o f p o s it ive  e vid e n ce  in  

r e ve la t io n , a  r e a l p r o o f fo r  t h e  e xis t e n ce  o f t h is  o r d e r  ca n  

b e  b u ilt u p  a s fo llo w s : W e  m u s t s h o w  t h a t  it fo r m s a n  

in t e gr a l p a r t o f a s p e cia l a n d  a ctu a l o r d e r ca p a b le o f 

p r o o f, w h ich , w it h o u t  it , w o u ld  b e  in co m p le t e , o r  in t e r 

r u p t e d  in  it s  n a t u r a l d e ve lo p m en t .  T h u s  t h e  n o n -e xis t e n ce  

o f t h is o r d e r  w o u ld  b e  o b je ct e d  t o  a s a  r e a l a n o m a ly.
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T h e  la ck  o f t h e  u n ive r s a l m e d ia t io n  o f gr a ce t h r o u gh  

M a r y ’s in t e r ce s s io n  a p p e a r s a t  o n ce  a s  s u ch  a n  a n o m a ly,  

w h e n  w e  o b s e r ve  t h a t  n o t  o n ly M a r y ’s w h o le  p o s it io n  a s  

m e d ia t r ix, b u t a ls o a ll h e r  p r e ce d in g m e d ia t o r ia l fu n c 

t io n s a r e e n t ir e ly d e s ign e d  fo r  a  u n ive r s a l m e d ia t io n  o f 

gr a ce , a n d  co n d it io n  t h e  co m m u n ica t io n  o f a ll gr a ce  w it h 

o u t  e xce p t io n . F o r  a ll M a r y’s  fu n ct io n s  a s  m e d ia t r ix  fo r m  

m u t u a lly o n e  o r ga n ic w h o le , in  w h ich  t h e la t e r  o n e s a r e  

b a s e d  o n  t h e p r e ce d in g a n d  m a k e t h e ir in flu e n ce fe lt ;  

t h e  p r e ce d in g  co n t in u e  t o  o p e r a t e  in  t h e  fo llo w in g .

(1) F ir s t , h e r  m e d ia t io n  in  t h e gr a n t in g o f t h e ve r y  

s o u r ce  o f gr a ce , w h ich  t o o k  p la ce  in  t h e co n ce p t io n  a n d  

b ir t h  o f Ch r is t , in d ica t e s  t h a t  M a r y  w a s  d e s t in e d  a ls o  fo r  

t h e  u n ive r s a l a n d  co n t in u o u s  co m m u n ica t io n  o f t h e  flo w  

o f gr a ce  fr o m  t h is  s o u r ce  a s  “a q u e d u ct  o f gr a ce .” 4 5 (2 ) I t  

is  fu r th e r  in d ica t e d  b y t h e  fa ct t h a t , b y h e r  co o p e r a t io n  

in  t h e s a cr ifice o f t h e r e d e m p t io n , M a r y co n jo in t ly o b 

t a in e d  a ll gr a ce s . F o r  it  is  e vid e n t  t h a t  h e r  h e a ve n ly in t e r 

ce s s io n  m u s t b e t o Ch r is t ’s in t e r p e lla t io n  in  h e a ve n  a s  

h e r  s a cr ificia l a ct ivit y o n  e a r th  w a s t o  t h a t  o f Ch r is t . So  

a ls o  t h e  s co p e  o f h e r  in t e r ce s s io n  m u s t a n s w e r  t o  t h a t  o f 

h e r  e a r th ly a ct ivit y, a s  Ch r is t ’s  in t e r p e lla t io n  t o  H is  s a cr i

fic ia l a ct ivit y. (3 ) By  h e r  co o p e r a t io n  in  Ch r is t ’s  s a cr ifice ,  

M a r y  b e ca m e  t h e  d e p o s it a r y o f t h e  m e r it s  o f t h e  r e d e m p 

t io n  fo r  a ll m a n k in d  a n d  fo r  a ll t im e s . I n  t h e  fir s t  p la ce  s h e  

co o p e r a t e d  in  im p lo r in g t h e H o ly G h o s t t o h a s t e n  H is  

d e s ce n t  u p o n  t h e  in fa n t  Ch u r ch . Lik e w ise , h e r  co n t in u 

o u s co o p e r a t io n  m u s t  h o ld  a s a  n o r m a l co n d it io n  fo r  a ll 

fu t u r e  fr u it s o f Ch r is t ’s m e r it s a n d  fo r  t h e a ct io n  o f t h e  

H o ly G h o s t . (4 ) By h e r  co o p e r a t io n  in  t h e r e d e m p t io n ,  

M a r y b e ca m e t h e s p ir it u a l m o t h e r  o f a ll t h e  r e d e em e d .

45 The expression is from St. Bernard (cf. Ecclus. 24:41).
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All t h e gr a ce s o f r e d e m p t io n  a r e s p e cifica lly in t e n d e d  

fo r  t h e co m m u n ica t io n , t h e p r o d u ct io n , t h e n o u r is h in g , 

a n d  t h e  co m p le t io n  o f t h e  life  o f gr a ce , a n d  fo r  t h is ve r y  

r e a s o n  M a r y ’s co n t in u o u s a n d  u n ive r s a l co o p e r a t io n  is  

a s n a t u r a l a s is t h a t  o f a  p h ys ica l m o t h e r  in  t h e r e a r in g  

o f h e r  ch ild r e n . (5 ) F in a lly, t h e co m m u n ica t io n  o f t h e  

gr a ce  o f r e d e m p t io n  is lin k e d  t o  t h e Ch u r ch  in  a n  a b s o 

lu t e ly u n ive r s a l m a n n e r , s o t h a t n o o n e o b t a in s gr a ce  

w it h o u t  s o m e  s o r t  o f r e la t io n  t o  a n d  co o p e r a t io n  w it h  t h e  

Ch u r ch .

W e  m a y  co n clu d e  fr o m  t h is , fir s t , t h a t  M a r y  is  t h e  id e a l 

m o d e l o f t h e  Ch u r ch ; s e co n d ly, t h a t  t h e  u n ive r s a l m e d ia 

t io n  o f a ll gr a ce s  b y t h e Ch u r ch  ca n n o t e xis t e n t ir e ly o f 

it s e lf, if M a r y is  n o t  r e ga r d e d  a s t h e  u n fa ilin g m e d ia t r ix  

o f gr a ce . F o r  t h e Ch u r ch  a ls o , b y h e r  p r a ye r  e s p e cia lly, 

co m m u n ica t e s  t h e  life  o f gr a ce ;  b e ca u s e , a s  t h e  ve r y  b r id e  

a n d  livin g b o d y o f Ch r is t , s h e  t h e r e b y o b t a in s  gr a ce  fo r  

a ll h e r  ch ild r e n  o r  m e m b e r s t h r o u gh  t h e o r ga n ic in t e r 

a ct io n  w it h  h e r  Br id e gr o o m  a n d  H e a d . T h e r e is in  t h e  

Ch u r ch  n o o t h e r  in d ivid u a l o r  gr o u p  o f p e r so n s w h o s e  

p r a ye r ca n  r e p r e s e n t t h a t o f t h e w h o le Ch u r ch  in  s o  

co ge n t  a  m a n n e r  a s M a r y, t h e  h e a r t  o f t h e  Ch u r ch , w h o  

w a s  ca lle d  t o  a n d  m o s t  p e r fe ct ly fit t e d  fo r  t h is o ffice . I n  

k e e p in g w it h  M a r y’s w h o le p o s it io n  in  t h e k in gd o m  o f 

gr a ce , a n d  in  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  in flu e n ce  w h ich  h e r  p le n it u d e  

o f gr a ce  h a s  o n  H is  m ys t ica l b o d y, h e r  co n t in u a l co o p e r a 

t io n  w it h  Ch r is t  m u s t , in  ge n e r a l, b e  h e ld  t o  b e  a s  n a tu r a l  

a s  is  t h e  in ce s s a n t  co o p e r a t io n  o f t h e  h e a r t  w it h  t h e  h e a d  

in  t h e in flu e n ce o f t h e la t t e r  o n  t h e vivifica t io n  o f t h e  

o t h e r m e m b e r s o f t h e b o d y.

H e n ce , it  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  s u r p r is in g t h a t  t h e  Ch u r ch , in  

h e r  lit u r gy, u s e s  t h e  t e x t s  o f t h e  Sa cr e d  Scr ip t u r e s r e fe r 
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r in g t o W is d o m in ca r n a t e , e s p e cia lly E ccle s ia s t icu s , 

ch a p t e r  2 4 , in  s o fa r  a s , u n d e r t h e figu r e o f a  p a r a d is e , 

W is d o m  is r e p r e s e n t e d  a s t h e m o t h e r a n d s e a t o f a ll 

gr a ce s ,4 6 a n d  t h a t  m a n k in d  is t h e n  in vit e d  t o  s e e k  gr a ce  

in  h e r . Lik e w is e , w e ca n  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t t o M a r y, a s  

figu r e  a n d  in s t r u m e n t  o f W is d o m , t h e  d e s cr ip t io n  is a p 

p lie d  w h ich  r e p r e s e n t s W is d o m  u n d e r t h e figu r e o f a  

ch a n n e l o r w a te r co u r s e w h ich , is s u in g fr o m  a s t r e a m , 

s e n d s o u t in  t u r n  r ivu le t s w h ich  r e n d e r  fe r t ile t h e ga r 

d e n s o f p a r a d is e .4 7 An d  co n ve r s e ly, t h is id e a , w h ich  is  

s e lf- e vid e n t  in  t h is m e t h o d  o f t h e  Ch u r ch  a n d  t h e  s a in t s  

in  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  s co p e  o f M a r y ’s a ct ivit y, is a ls o  a n  e c 

cle s ia s t ica l gu a r a n t y fo r  o u r  t h e s is ; it  ca n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  

o n ly in  t h is s e n s e . T h e r e is n o r e a s o n fo r u n d e r s t a n d 

in g t h is id e a in  a m o r e r e s t r ict e d  s e n se , e .g ., t h a t b y  

h e r  co o p e r a t io n  in  t h e  in ca r n a t io n  o f W is d o m , b y w h ich  

s h e  p r e p a r e d  t h e w a y fo r  t h e s t r e a m  o f W is d o m  in  t h e  

w o r ld , M a r y p a r t icip a t e d  o n ly in d ir e ct ly in  t h e a ct ivit y  

o f W is d o m . T h e Ch u r ch ’s a p p lica t io n  o f t h e s e t e x t s t o  

M a r y, a s figu r e  o f t h e a b s o lu t e  W is d o m , r e q u ir e s r a th e r  

t h a t M a r y b e a ls o r e ga r d e d  e s p e cia lly a s t h e figu r e o f 

W is d o m  in  h e r  co n t in u a l, u n ive r s a l, a n d  p e r s o n a l a ct ivit y  

a n d  p o w e r , w h ich  m a k e s it n e ce s s a r y fo r m a n  t o s e e k  

gr a ce  fr o m  h e r  a n d  in  r e la t io n  t o  h e r . T h u s  M a r y m u s t  b e  

r e ga r d e d  a s o n e  w h o , b y vir t u e  o f h e r  fu lln e s s o f gr a ce , 

e xe r cis e s b y co n t in u a l a ct ivit y a u n ive r s a l in flu e n ce in  

h e a ve n  a lso . T h is id e a  is r e fle ct e d  in  t h e fa ct t h a t e ve n  

fr o m  a n cie n t  t im e s  M a r y w a s  ca lle d  t h e  t r e a s u r y  o f gr a ce  

o r  t h e  t h r o n e  o f gr a ce , t h e  la d d e r  a n d  ga t e  o f h e a ve n , a n d  

t h e  h o p e  o f t h e  ch ild r e n  o f E ve . T h e s e  e xp r e ss io n s , u s e d

4® Ecclus. 24:25  ff.

47 Ecclus. 24:40  if.



268 M A RIO LOG Y

o f n o  o t h e r  s a in t , p r o cla im  n o t  o n ly  t h a t  t h e  Ca u s e  o f gr a ce  

o n ce  a b id e d  in  h e r , t h r o u gh  h e r  d e s ce n d e d  fr o m  h e a ve n , 

b y  h e r  e s t a b lis h e d  o u r  h o p e , b u t  t h e y a r e  a ls o  co n n e ct e d  

w it h  M a r y ’s a ctu a l p la ce in  h e a ve n . So ce r t a in  is t h e ir  

in t e r p r e t a t io n  t h a t  t h e y fr eq u e n t ly s e r ve  t o  e lu cid a t e  t h e  

m a n n e r in  w h ich  t h e o r d e r  in  t h e d is t r ib u t io n  o f gr a ce  

co r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  o r d e r  o f it s  o r ig in , a n d  a s  t h e  R e d e em e r  

t h r o u gh  M a r y ca m e  d o w n  t o  e a r t h , s o  m a n k in d  t h r o u gh  

h e r  m u s t  b e  b r o u gh t  t o  h e a ve n .

T h is q u e s t io n  w a s lit t le d is cu s s e d  in  le a r n e d  cir cle s . 

Alth o u gh  it  o b t a in e d  t h e  a p p r o va l o f m a n y  p r e a ch e r s  a n d  

a s ce t ics , it s  ju s t ifica t io n  w a s  w e a k , r a t h e r  o r a to r ica l t h a n  

s cie n t ific , a n d  w a s b a s e d  o n  m e r e r e a so n s o f fit t in gn e s s .  

T h e  r e s u lt  w a s  t h a t  t h e o lo gia n s  h e ld  m o r e  a lo o f.4 8  Bo s s u e t  

co r r e ct ly in d ica t e d  t h e  r o a d  t o  it s  p r o o f.4 9 H e  a p p lie d  t h e  

p r in cip le  fr o m  t h e  Ap o s t le : “T h e  gift s  o f G o d  a r e  w it h o u t  

r e p e n t a n ce ,” 6 0 t o  t h e  gr a n t in g  o f t h e P r in cip le o f gr a ce  

t h r o u gh  M a r y; a n d  co n clu d e d  t h a t , in  t h e d is t r ib u t io n  

o f gr a ce , t h e o r d e r  e s t a b lis h e d  b y t h a t a ct w a s n o t a n 

n u lle d b y G o d , b u t r a t h e r w a s co n s is t e n t ly ca r r ie d  

t h r o u gh ; b u t h e  d id  n o t fo llo w  t h e m a t t e r  t h r o u gh . St . 

Alp h o n s u s b y p r e fe r e n ce b a s e d t h e t h e s is 6 1 o n t e x t s  

t a k e n  fr o m  St . Be r n a r d , St . Bo n a ve n tu r e , St . Be r n a r d in e ,  

a n d  s o m e  o t h e r s , b u t  t h e s e  t e x t s  w e r e  e it h e r  p o o r ly  ch o s e n  

o r  n o t  s u ffic ie n t ly cle a r  a n d  d e cis ive . Am o n g t h e m  t h e r e  

is a n  a n n o t a t io n  o n t h e t w o fo ld fu lln e s s o f gr a ce in

48 In recent years the attitude of the theologians toward this question has 

changed. See tire abundant bibliography on this question in Bittrem ieux, 

Marialia, 1936, pp. 320-28. This bibliography com pletes the list of literature 

of De mediatione universali, pp. 136-38.

49 Bossuet, Serm. 3 sur la concept., and Serm. 4 sur l’annonciation, in the 

edition of Lebarcq, respectively V , 606-30, and III, 428-42.
60 Rom. 11:29.

61 St. A lphonsus, Gloria di Maria (1750), chap. 5.
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Ch r is t a n d  in  M a r y: “I n  Ch r is t , t h e r e w a s a  fu lln e s s o f 

gr a ce  a s flo w in g in t o t h e h e a d , in  M a r y, a s p o u r in g o u t  

t h r o u gh  t h e  n e ck ”; 8 2 t h is glo s s w a s  la t e r  a t t a ch e d  t o  t h e  

t e x t  o f t h e  le t t e r  Cogitis m e. At ta ck e d  b y M u r a t o r i u n d e r  

t h e p s e u d o n ym  o f La m in d u s P r it a n iu s ,5 8 St . Alp h o n s u s  

b r o u gh t  o u t  t h e  in t r in s ic  r e a s o n s  fo r  a t t a ch in g  gr e a t e r  im 

p o r t a n ce  t o  M a r y’s  co o p e r a t io n  in  t h e  w o r k  o f r e d e m p t io n . 

F o r t h e r e s t h e a p p e a le d t o t e xt s p r evio u s ly q u o te d , 

a m o n g w h ich  s o m e , a ga in , w e r e o f lit t le o r n o va lu e .  

Aga in s t M u r a t o r i h e  p r o ve d  e s p e cia lly t h a t St . Be r n a r d  

h a d  n o t o n ly s p o k e n  a b o u t t h e u n ive r s a l m e d ia t io n  o f 

gr a ce  in  Ch r is t ’s co n ce p t io n , b u t  t h a t  h e  h a d  a ls o  ch a m 

p io n e d  t h e  t h e s is  in  h is  fa m o u s  s e r m o n  De aquaeductu.™

T h is cla s s ica l t e xt  o f St . Be r n a r d , w h ich  s o  b e a u t ifu lly  

in t e r p r e t s M a r y’s p o s it io n  in  t h e d is t r ib u t io n o f gr a ce , 

r e a d s t h u s : “O b s e r ve , O  m a n , t h e co u n cil o f G o d , a c 

k n o w le d ge  t h e  co u n cil o f w is d o m , t h e  co u n cil o f p ie t y. H e  

w h o  is t o  b e d e w  t h e  gr o u n d  w it h  h e a ve n ly d e w , p o u r e d  

it  fir s t  u p o n  t h e  e n t ir e  fle e ce ; 8 5 H e  w h o  is t o  r a n s o m  t h e

52 This gloss is from U bertino di Casale, Arbor vitae, V enice, 1485, but 

w as attached to the text of Epist. Cogitis me by St. Bernardine of Siena, w ho  

copied U bertino. ( See Blondeel, op. cit., pp. 30  f., 36. ) H e quotes the gloss 

alone as being from (Pseudo-) Jerome in De nativit. B.V., chap. 8 (Lyons, 

1650), IV , 96.

53 Scheeben here confuses two things: (1) U nder the pseudonym of 

Lamindus Pritanius, L. A . M uratori published a book De ingeniorum mod
eratione in religionis negotio (Paris, 1714), directed m ainly against the ad

vocates of the doctrine of the Im maculate Conception, and later, under his 

ow n nam e, Della regolata divozione. (2) A fter M uratori’s death, his nephew  

Soli, partly under the pseudonym of Lamindus Pritanius Redivivus, also  

against the Glorie di Maria of St. A lphonsus, w rote an apology for his 

uncle: Epistola Paraenetica ad P. Ben. Plazzam, SJ, censorem minus aequum 

libelli "della regolata divozione” (Venice, 1755), to w hich St. A lphonsus 

replied w ith Riposta ad un anonimo (1756), in w hich he elucidates m ainly  
the ideas of St. Bernard.

04 St. Bernard, Serm. in Nativ. B.V.; PL, CLXX X III, 440-48. The m ost 

recent treatise on this question by G . M islei (Rom e, 1862, p. Π , chap. 5), 

though deep and  very detailed, is not very sound.
30 Judg. 6:36-38.
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h u m a n  r a ce  d e p o s it e d  t h e  w h o le  p r ice  in  M a r y. An d  t o  

w h a t p u r p o s e ? P e r h a p s t h a t E ve m igh t b e p a r d o n e d  

t h r o u gh  h e r  d a u gh t e r  a n d  t h a t  t h e  a ccu sa t io n  o f t h e  fir s t  

m a n  a ga in s t  t h e  w o m a n  m igh t  b e  w ip e d  o u t . T h o u  s h a lt  

n o  lo n ge r  s a y, O  Ad a m : T h e  w o m a n  w h o m  T h o u  ga ve s t  

m e  ga ve  m e  o f t h e  fo r b id d e n  t r e e ; s a y  r a th e r : T h e  w o m a n  

w h o m  T h o u  ga ve s t  m e  ga ve  m e  t o  e a t  o f t h e  b le s s e d  fr u it . 

A co u n cil m o s t p io u s , in d e e d : Bu t it m a y b e t h a t s o m e  

fu r th e r  m e a n in g  is  in t en d e d , a n d  t h a t  t h is  is  n o t  t h e  co m 

p le t e s e n s e ; t h is m a y, in d e e d , b e t r u e b u t , u n le s s I a m  

m is t a k e n , it is n o t e n o u gh  fo r  yo u r  d e s ir e s ; it is lik e t h e  

s w e e t n e ss  o f m ilk ; it  ca n  b e  d r a w n  o u t p e r ch a n ce if w e  

p r e s s  h a r d e r . Le t  u s , t h e r e fo r e , o b s e r ve  m o r e  clo s e ly  w it h  

h o w  gr e a t  a d e s ir e o f d e vo t io n  H e w h o t h u s p la ce d  in  

if t h e r e  is  a n y  h o p e , a n y  gr a ce , a n y  s a lva t io n  in  u s , w e  m a y  

k n o w  t h a t  it  co m e s  fr o m  h e r  w h o  a s ce n d e d  a b o u n d in g in  

d e ligh t s . Cle a r ly, a  ga r d e n  o f d e ligh t s u p o n  w h ich  t h e  

co m in g s o u t h  w in d  o f G o d  s h a ll n o t o n ly b r e a th e , b u t  

s h a ll b lo w  o ve r  a n d  b r e a th e  t h r o u gh  a n d  t h r o u gh , s o  t h a t  

H is  fr a gr a n ce , t h a t  is , t h e  charism ata o f gr a ce , s h a ll flo w , 

a n d  flo w  a b u n d a n t ly. T a k e a w a y t h is s u n  w h ich  illu m i

n a t e s t h e w o r ld ; w h e r e is t h e ligh t o f d a y? T a k e a w a y  

M a r y, t h e St a r  o f t h e Se a , o f a  va s t  a n d  b o u n d le s s s e a ;  

w h a t  is  le ft  b u t  a n  e n co m p a s s in g  m is t , a  s h a d o w  o f d e a t h , 

a  p r o fo u n d  d a r k n e s s . T h e r e fo r e , le t  u s  ve n e r a t e  t h is  M a r y  

w it h  o u r in n e r m o s t h e a r t , w it h  a ll t h e a ffect io n s o f o u r  

b r e a s t , a n d  in  a ll o u r  p r a ye r s , b e ca u s e s u ch  is t h e  w ill o f 

H im  w h o  w is h e s t o  p o s s e s s  u s  e n t ir e ly t h r o u gh  M a r y.” 5 ®

By t h is la t t e r e xp r e s s io n : “w h o w is h e s t o p o s s e s s u s  

e n t ir e ly t h r o u gh M a r y,” St . Be r n a r d u n d e r s t a n d s h e r

se St. Bernard, Serm. cit., nos. 6-7; PL, CLXX XIII, 440. 
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p e r m a n e n t  m e d ia t io n  t h r o u gh  in t e r ce s s io n . T h is  is q u it e  

e vid e n t  fr o m  t h e  fa ct  t h a t , in  r e ga r d  t o  it s in flu e n ce  a n d  

u n ive r s a lit y, h e im m e d ia t e ly co m p a r e s M a r y ’s in t e r ce s 

s io n  w it h  t h a t  o f Ch r is t . H e  e xp la in s  h o w  b e a u t ifu l a n d  

co n s o lin g is t h is d ivin e ly d e cr e e d a n d t w o fo ld co m 

m u n ica t io n  o f gr a ce  b y Ch r is t a n d  M a r y. T h e  w o r d s h e  

u s e s a r e , “Sin ce , in d e e d , t h e r e is in  M a r y a n  u n d e file d  

h u m a n  n a tu r e , fr e e  n o t  o n ly fr o m  a ll co n t a m in a t io n , b u t  

fr ee a ls o b e ca u s e o f t h e s in gu la r it y o f h e r n a t u r e”; 0 7 

t h e s e  w o r d s  a r e  s o m e t im e s  e xp la in e d  a s  co n t r a d ict in g  t h e  

co n t e xt , a s  if b y  t h e  la t t e r  p a r t  o f t h e  s e n t e n ce , M a r y  is  d is 

t in gu is h e d  fr o m  t h e  r e s t  o f m a n k in d  b y  a  p a r t icu la r  k in d  

o f n a tu r e , w h e r e a s t h e y e xp r e s s o n ly t h e co n t r a s t  w it h  

Ch r is t ’s t w o fo ld  n a t u r e .

St . Be r n a r d in e o f Sie n a  5 8 go e s m o r e d e e p ly in to  t h e  

b a s is  o f o u r  d o ct r in e  a n d  give s  it t h e co r r e ct  in t e r p r e t a 

t io n , a lt h o u gh  in  t h is fo r m  t h e  r e a so n  is o n ly a  r e a s o n  o f 

co n ve n ie n ce  a n d  t h e  e xp r e s s io n  s o u n d s  s o m e w h a t  e xa g

ge r a t e d . H e  s a ys : “Sin ce  it  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  w h o le  d ivin e  

n a tu r e , t h a t is , H is w ill, p o w e r , k n o w led ge , H is w h o le  

b e in g a n d  e xis t e n ce , is e n clo s e d  in  t h e  Vir g in ’s w o m b , I  

d o  n o t  fe a r  t o  s a y t h a t  t h is  Vir gin  h a d  a  ce r t a in  ju r is d ic

t io n  o ve r  t h e  o u t flo w  o f a ll gr a ce s , fo r  fr o m  h e r  w o m b , a s  

fr o m  a n  o ce a n  o f d ivin it y, flo w e d  s t r e a m s a n d  r ive r s o f 

gr a ce . . . . An d  b e ca u s e  t h e  m o th e r  o f t h e So n  o f G o d , 

w h o p r o d u ce d t h e H o ly G h o s t , is s o e xa lt e d  ... a ll 

gift s , vir t u e s , a n d  gr a ce s  o f t h e  s a m e  H o ly G h o s t  a r e  a d 

m in is t e r ed  b y  h e r  h a n d s  t o  w h o m e ve r  s h e  d e s ir e s , w h e n ,  

in  w h a t m a n n e r , a n d  t o w h a t d e gr e e s h e w is h e s .”

I t  is  e vid e n t  t h a t  b o t h  t e x t s  a r e  co n ce r n ed  w it h  o n ly  t h e

ST Ibid., no. 7.

68 St Bernardine of Siena, De natio B.V., chap. 8 (Lyons, 1650), TV , 96. 
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fir s t  fo u n d a t io n  u p o n  w h ich  M a r y’s u n ive r s a l m e d ia t io n  

o f gr a ce  is b u ilt . T h e  figu r e  o f “t h e n e ck  o f t h e  m ys t ica l 

b o d y,” 5 9 u s e d  e s p e cia lly b y St . Be r n a r d in e a n d  a n s w e r 

in g t o St . Be r n a r d ’s figu r e o f t h e a q u e d u ct ,6 0 in d ica t e s  

ve r y cle a r ly in d e e d  b o t h  M a r y ’s t o t a l s u b o r d in a t io n  t o  

Ch r is t  in  t h e  co m m u n ica t io n  o f gr a ce  a n d  t h e  u n ive r s a lit y  

o f t h is m e d ia t io n  a s w e ll a s it s fo r m , in  p a r t  a t  le a s t . I t  

r e p r e se n t s M a r y a s t h e co n n e ct in g lin k w h ich  p r o je ct s  

fr o m  t h e  b o d y a n d  w h ich  is lift e d  h e a ve n w a r d  w it h  t h e  

h e a d . I t illu s t r a t e s le s s t h e co m m u n ica t io n  o f gr a ce b y  

M a r y’s o w n  a ct ivit y t h a n  d o  t h e  m o r e  p r o fo u n d  r e a s o n s . 

I n  t h is  r e s p ect  t h e  figu r e  o f t h e  h e a r t  d e s e r ve s  t h e  p r e fe r 

e n ce a n d  is , in  ge n e r a l, m o r e p la s t ic a n d  vivid .

F r o m  t h is t h e s is fo llo w s a s co r o lla r ie s t h a t , a cco r d in g  

t o it s n a tu r e , M a r y’s in t e r ce s s io n  n o t o n ly p o s s e s s e s a  

gr e a t e r  a n d  m o r e  u n ive r s a l in flu e n ce  t h a n  t h a t  o f a ll o t h e r  

s a in t s , b u t  a lso , w h ich  is n o t  t h e  ca s e  in  a n y o t h e r  s a in t , 

fo r m s a n  o r d in a r y a n d  in d is p e n s a b le  m e a n s o f s a lva t io n  

fo r  a ll m e n . Co n s eq u e n t ly t h e  in vo ca t io n  o f M a r y t o  o b 

t a in  h e r  in t e r ce s s io n  p o s se s s e d  a  m e a n in g  q u it e  d iffe r e n t  

fr o m  t h e  in vo ca t io n  o f o t h e r  s a in t s , s in ce  it  m u s t  b e  co n 

t a in e d  a t le a s t im p lic it ly in  e ve r y p r a ye r . F u r th e r  p a r 

t icu la r s a b o u t  t h is in vo ca t io n  a s a  m e a n s o f gr a ce a n d  

a b o u t t h e p r in cip le t h a t t h e d e vo t io n  t o M a r y is a  ce r 

t a in  s ign  o f e le ct io n , b e lo n g  t o  t h e  d o ct r in e  o f gr a ce .

I n  r e ce n t ye a r s t h e d e vo t io n  t o Ch r is t ’s s a cr e d  h u 

m a n it y is co n ce n t r a t e d  in  t h e d e vo t io n  t o H is Sa cr e d  

H e a r t , a n d  is  t h u s  d e e p e n e d , vivifie d , a n d  a s  it  w e r e , t r a n s 

fo r m e d . I n  a n  a n a lo go u s w a y, w it h  e ccle s ia s t ica l p e r 

m is s io n  a n d  a p p r o va l, t h e  d e vo t io n  t o  t h e  m o s t  p u r e  H e a r t

69 Ibid., De salut, angel., a. 1, c.2 (quoted by Blondeel, op. cit., p. 36). 

eo See supra, note 54.
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o f M a r y  h a s  b e e n  d e ve lo p e d . Bo t h  d e vo t io n s  h a ve  a  p r o 

fo u n d  t h e o lo g ica l fo u n d a t io n . T h e ir  s p e cia l o b je ct  fo r m s ,  

a s it  w e r e , t h e  fo cu s t o  w h ich  is b r o u gh t  t h e e n t ir e  fu ll

n e s s  a n d  gr e a t n e s s  o f Ca t h o lic t h o u gh t  r e ga r d in g  Ch r is t ’s  

h u m a n  n a t u r e a n d  M a r y’s p e r s o n . F r o m  t h is fo ca l p o in t  

t h e  t h o u gh t  ca n  b e  cle a r ly e lu cid a t e d  o n  a ll s id e s . I n  t h e  

ca s e  o f Ch r is t , t h e  h e a r t  ca n  b e  r e ga r d e d  o n ly a s  a  m e m 

b e r  o f H is b o d y a n d  t h u s fo r m a lly r e p r e s e n t s o n ly H is  

h u m a n  n a tu r e . I n  t h e  ca s e  o f M a r y, t h e  h e a r t  is t h e  life 

ce n t e r  o f h e r  p e r s o n  a n d , a s  s u ch , it  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  la t t e r  

e ve n  in  t h e  m a te r n a l d is t in gu is h in g m a r k  o f h e r  p e r so n ,  

s in ce h e r h e a r t is t h e in s t r u m e n t o f h e r p h ys ica l a n d  

s p ir it u a l m o t h e r h o o d .

T h e  p r o fo u n d  a n d  d o gm a t ica l gr o u n d s  d e fin in g  t h e  d e 

vo t io n  t o  J e s u s ’ Sa cr e d  H e a r t  a n d  t o  t h e  m o s t  p u r e  H e a r t  

o f M a r y p r e s e n t  b o t h  h e a r t s in  a n  in t im a t e a n d  o r ga n ic  

u n io n . T h e y ju s t ify a ls o  t h e  u n io n  o f b o t h  a s o b je ct s o f 

d e vo t io n  a n d , t h e r e fo r e , t h e ir  b e in g  r e p r e s e n t e d  s id e  b y  

s id e . At  t h e  s a m e  t im e , t h o s e  gr o u n d s  a r e  o f s u ch  a  n a t u r e , 

t h a t  o n ly b y a  co m p le t e  d e n ia l o f t h e m  w o u ld  it  b e  p o s 

s ib le  t o  a d d  t o  t h e s e  h e a r t s  t h e  h e a r t  o f St . J o s e p h .6 1

61 See V ol. I, chap. 7.
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Mariae by, II, 218; M ary at the 

cross, II, 228; M ary ’s sacrifice, 

II, 217
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A ssumption, feast of the, II, 169 f.
date, II, 174 note
date of origin, II, 174
in  Eastern Churches, II, 177
G allic M issal, Π , 176
G othic M issal, II, 175  f.
Sacramentarium Gelasianum, Π , 

175
Sacramentarium Gregorianum, Π , 

175
St. John D am ascene, II, 177  

A ssumption, M ary ’s, II, 164 ff.
A rm enians on, II, 178
disciplina arcani, II, 148
Eusebius, II, 142
historical tradition, II, 142  
in Latin liturgies, II, 169  f. 
Peter de La Celle, II, 172  
reasons for, II, 31
request for dogm atic definition, IL  

171
St. G regory  of Tours, II, 147
St. John D amascene, II, 171  
theological basis, II, 166  f.
V atican Council, II, 140

A thanasius, St., II, 75: M ary ’s as
sum ption, II, 142 f.

A ugustine, St.
Ève and M ary, Π , 204  f.
M arriage feast of Cana, II, 73
M ary ’s death, II, 156
M ary ’s m otherhood, I, 221, 236
M ary ’s sinlessness, II, 67  f., 128
M ary ’s spiritual m otherhood, II, 

245  f.
universality of sin, II, 110
the virginal birth of Christ, I, 105  

A ureolus, Peter; see Peter 
A urora as sym bol, I, 37

Bacon, John: on Im maculate Concep
tion, II, 104

Baius on M ary ’s death, II, 156
Bandelli, V incentius: on Imm aculate  

Conception, II, 109
Bartholom ew of M edina on Imm ac

ulate Conception, II, 109
Bartm ann, Bernhard: on Scheeben’s 

M ariology, I, xxi

Basel, Council of ( 1439  ) : on Im mac
ulate Conception, II, 34, 104, 
108

Basil, St.: on Simeon ’s prophecy, Π , 
130

Basil of Seleucia on M ary ’s excel
lence, Π , 5

“Bearer of a sacrifice,” title, II, 235
Beatific vision, M ary ’s possession of, 

II, 13
Bede, V enerable: on M ary ’s happi

ness, I, 221
Bernard, St.

“A w oman clothed w ith the sun,” 
I, 208; II, 8

Eve and M ary, Π , 207
gifts bestowed on M ary, II, 20  
feast of M ary ’s conception, II, 83, 

88-91
M ary as m ediatrix, II, 269
M ary ’s fullness of grace, II, 9  
M ary ’s m artyrdom , II, 228  
M ary ’s place in the divine plan, 

I, 4
M ary ’s im munity  from  sin, II, 128  
w ritings of, I, 54

Bernardine of Siena, St.: M ary as 
m ediatrix, II, 271; M ary ’s com 
passion, II, 232

Bible, M ary in the, I, 9-41
Birth of Christ, the virginal, I, 102

Isaias ’ prophecy, I, 105
Jovinianus on, I, 104
Lateran Council (649), L 107
Leo I, I, 107
Ratram nus, I, 107
St. A mbrose, I, 104
St. A ugustine, I, 105

Bodily organism of Christ, forming  
of, I, 76

Body, incorruption of M ary ’s, Π , 
158  ff.

Bonaventure, St.: concupiscence in  
M ary, II, 119; feast of M ary ’s 
conception, II, 105; hum an son- 
ship of Christ, I, 157; Im mac
ulate Conception, II, 96; M ary  
at the cross, Π , 229

Bonum sacramenti in M ary ’s m ar
riage, I, 125, 129
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Bossuet: M ary as m ediatrix, II, 268;

M ary ’s assumption, II, 157

Breviarium in Psalmos, II, 73

Bridal m otherhood, the, I, xxx, 154- 

86, 194

Bride of Christ, M ary as, II, 185

Bride of the Father, M ary the, I, 174

Bride of the H oly G host, M ary the, I, 
175  f.

Bride of the W ord, M ary the, I, 

163  ff.

Brom yard, John, II, 99

“Brothers” of Christ, I, 114

Bull Ineffabilis Deus, I, 47, 201, 203, 

243; Π , 6, 33

Bull Sollicitudo, II, 35

Cajetan, II, 100: De spasmo B. V. M. 
by, II, 229; on Im maculate Con

ception, II, 109

Cana, m arriage feast at: St. A ugus
tine on, II, 73

Canisius, St. Peter: on disparage

m ent of M ary, II, 132

Canticle of Canticles, M ary in the, 

I, 19 f„ 22

Carmen paschale by Sedulius, II, 71  
Catarino, A mbrogio, II, 48  

Central position of M ary, I, 236  

Centuriators of M agdeburg, II, 132  

Charlemagne, Homiliarium of, II, 179  

Child of G od, M ary as, I, 168  f.

Christ: ancestral descent of, I, 133; 

“brothers” of, I, 114; infusion of 

the soul of, I, 96  ff.; the person  

of, I, 150; son of m an, I, 133

Christipara, rejection of the term , II, 

135

Christopher V ega, I, 210: on M ary  in 
the Eucharist, II, 252; on M ary ’s 

having the beatific vision, II, 13  

Christ’s apparent disparagement of 

M ary, I, Ilf.

Christ’s subm ission to M ary, I, 173  

Chrysologus; see Peter 

Chrysostom ; see John  

Church

and M ary compared, Π , 66  f.

M ary the prototype of the, I, 211

Church (continued)
M ary ’s m otherhood  and that of the, 

II, 250

m ystical body of Christ, I, 217  

supernatural pow er of the, II, 189  

temple of the H oly G host, I, 215

Cleophas and A lphaeus, I, 115  

Clopas; see Cleophas

“Cloud of light,” I, 27, 29, 33; II, 56  
Cogitis  me (Y etter of Pseudo-Jerom e), 

Π , 116  f., 161, 170, 178, 269: 

influence of, II, 179

Collyridians, II, 154

Columba Dei, M ary the, I, 171, 224  

“Co-minister,” M ary ’s title of, II, 227  

Com passion, M ary ’s, II, 243: St.

A lbert the G reat on, II, 231; St. 

Bernardine of Siena on, II, 232; 

St. Rupert on, 230

Conception, M ary ’s, I, 61-101  

and Christ’s compared, II, 50  

Fulbert of Chartres, II, 86  
Paschasius Radbertus, II, 86  

St. John D amascene, II, 77  
St. Peter D amian, II, 86  

St. Thom as, II, 98 ff.

Conception, feast of M ary ’s, II, 36  f., 

83: in  England, II, 86  note; Paris 

U niversity, II, 90; St. Bernard, 

II, 88-91; St. Bonaventure, II, 
105

Conception of St. A nn, feast of, Π , 
62, 76

Conception of St. Elizabeth, feast of, 
II, 76

Conceptus est de Spiritu Sancto, 
m eaning of, I, 79

Concupiscence, M ary ’s im munity 
from, II, 114 ff.

Peter de La Celle, II, 115  

Pseudo-Jerom e, II, 116  

St. Bonaventure, II, 119  

St. Thom as, II, 119, 122  ff. 
Scholastics, II, 115  

V asques, II, 122  ff.

Confirm ation (sacrament), M ary ’s 
reception  of, II, 17

“Consacerdotissa," title of, Π , 199  
“Consalvatrix,” title of, Π , 217  

Consent, nature of M ary ’s, II, 211 f. 
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Cooperation, M ary ’s, II, 193-208  

after Christ’s death, II, 253  
dependent on Christ, II, 195  

in  heaven, Π , 258  
in the redem ption, II, 193-238: 

reasons for, II, 206; in the sac

rifice of the cross, II, 216; by  

w ay of her m otherhood, II, 209  

Cooperatrix of the Redeem er, II, 217  

"Co-priestess,” title  of, II, 227  
"Coredemptrix,” title of, II, 196-99, 

217, 226  f.
Cremona, feast of M ary ’s conception  

at, II, 85
Cross, M ary at the: A rnold of Bon- 

neval on, II, 228; St A mbrose 

on, II, 228; St. Bonaventure on, 

II, 229

Cross, M ary ’s cooperation in sacrifice 

of the, II, 216
Cur Deus homo by St. A nselm , II, 87  

Cyril Lucaris, II, 143, 178  

Cyril of A lexandria, St., II, 150  

glories of M ary, II, 194  

M ary at the cross, II, 131  

M ary ’s w eaknesses, II, 131  

Simeon ’s prophecy, II, 130  

term  Theotokos, 1,138

D amascene; see John D amascene 

"D aughter of G od,” w isdom  as, I, 27  

“D aughter of G od the Father,” M ary 

as, I, 176, 224

De assumptione B. Virginis on incor

ruption of M ary ’s body, II, 161

De laudibus S. Mariae by A rnold of 

Bonneval, II, 218

De transitu S. Mariae (apocryphal), 

II, 145

Dea, title of, 223
D eath, M ary ’s, II, 142 (see also As

sumption )
Baius, II, 156

D om inicus A rnaldi, II, 155

Juvenal, II, 144

nature  of, II, 153, 156  f . : St. A lbert 

the G reat, II, 157; St. A mbrose, 

II, 157; St John D amascene, II, 
157  *

D eath, M ary ’s (continued)
N icephorus Callistos, II, 144  

painless, II, 153  

Pius V , II, 156

Pseudo-Dionysius, II, 143

St A ugustine, Π , 156
St. Epiphanius, II, 153-55

St. Jonn D am ascene, II, 144
St. M aximus Confessor, II, 143  

tradition about, II, 147  f.
D eath, M ary ’s exemption from  bonds 

of, II, 140-81: historical discus

sion, II, 141 ff.; theological dis

cussion, IL 150  ff.; threefold, II, 

151
D eath, M ary ’s exemption from do

m inion of, II, 151 ff.
D eath, M ary ’s freedom  from  reign  of, 

II, 29

D ecom position, M ary ’s exem ption  

from , II, 158  ff.

Decretum Gelasianum, II, 145 note: 

authorship of, I, 43 note

Dei genitrix, 1, 135

Deipara, I, 135

D eneffe, Father: on M ariology, L  

xxviii

D epositary of Christ’s m erits, M ary  

the, II, 240

D iaconate, M ary ’s, Π , 235

D ignity, M ary ’s surpassing, L 219- 

40: St. Thom as on, I, 220

D ionysius of A lexandria, II, 74

Disciplina arcani and M ary ’s assum p

tion, II, 148

D istinguishing  m ark  of M ary ’s person, 

I, 187-218

D ivine influence on the Incarnation,

I, 72
D ivine m otherhood, the, I, 132-53: 

grace of the, I, 195

“D ivine” applied to M ary, I, 223  
D olors of M ary, feast of; see Seven  

“Domina” as title of M ary, I, 226  ff.
D om inicans on Imm aculate Concep

tion, II, 35, 104

D ominicus A rnaldi on M ary ’s death,

II, 155
D oubt, M ary ’s: O rigen on, II, 130; 

St A mbrose on, II, 131; St.
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D oubt (continued)
Basil on, II, 130; St. Thomas on,
II, 130

D ove, m urmur of the, Π , 216

D ove of G od, M ary tire, I, 27, 179  f.

D ulia, I, 239

Eadmerus, II, 71

Ecclesiasticus, Book of: M ary in, I, 

22; “W isdom ” in, I, 27, 31 ff.

Egidius of Cologne, II, 99: on Im 

m aculate Conception, II, 97

Elias, assum ption of, II, 154

Elizabeth ’s salutation of M ary, I, 13;

Π , 58

Elsinus; see H elsinus

“Emm anuel,” I, 251

England, feast of M ary ’s conception 

in, II, 86 note

Ephesus, Council of, I, 46: Theotokos 

defined, I, 135
Ephraem, St.: M ary the new  Eve, II, 

69; M ary ’s sinlessness, II, 65; 

term  Theotokos, I, 138
Epiphanius, St., II, 235: Eve and  

M ary, Π , 248; M ary ’s death, Π , 

142, 153-55; M ary ’s perpetual 
virginity, I, 112

Epistola ad Dio gnetum on M ary ’s 

virginity, I, 47

Erasm us on “full of grace,” I, 13

Essenes, the, I, 117

Esther as type, I, 38; II, 61, 234

Eucharist: M ary ’s reception of the,

II, 17; M ary ’s relation to the, II, 

251
Eusebius: Chronikon by, II, 142; on  

M ary ’s assumption, Π , 142

Eve
creation of, I, 200-202

M ary tire heavenly, II, 69

M ary  the  new , I, 3, 7: St. Ephraem  

on, II, 69; Theodotus of A ncyra 

on, II, 70

prototype of M ary, I, 36, 211; Π , 

197
sin of, II, 201

Eve and M ary compared, I, 200-202;

II, 208 ff., 237, 248

St. A ugustine, II, 204  f.

Eve and M ary  com pared ( continued)
St. Bernard, II, 207

St. Epiphanius, II, 248

St. Irenaeus, II, 203  f.

St. Jerom e, II, 206
St Justin, II, 203
Tertullian, II, 203

Excellence, M ary ’s unique, I, 219  ff.

Facundus H ennianensis on the virgin  
birth, I, 136

Faith, M ary ’s: Quaestiones in Nooo 

Testamento, II, 129; Tertullian 
on, II, 129

Fall, course of redem ption and that 
of the, II, 200

Father: M ary ’s relation  to  the, I, 173;

M ary the bride of the, I, 174;

M ary  the daughter of the, I, 176;

M ary the im age of the, I, 176

Ferrandus (deacon) on the Incarna
tion, I, 152

Filius olei, I, 38

Fomes, II, 116 note, 120; see also 

Concupiscence

Franciscans on Im maculate Concep
tion, II, 104

Frankfurt, Council of: on  M ary ’s sin
lessness, II, 66

"Fruit” and “child,” idea of, 1,143

Fruits of the redemption, M ary co

principle of, II, 193

Fulbert of Chartres on M ary ’s con
ception, II, 86

“Full of grace,” M ary, I, 13, 206

Fullness of grace, M ary ’s, Π , 3-31

G allic M issal (ancient), feast of A s
sum ption, II, 176

"G arden enclosed,” II, 61

G ate of the Temple as sym bol, I, 40
G erm anicum (Rom e), Scheeben at,

I, v
G erson on M ary ’s gifts of grace, Π , 

20

G ospels, obscurity of M ary in the, I, 
9 ff.

G othic M issal, feast of A ssumption,
II, 175  f.



280 IN D EX

G race, M ary’s fullness of
Basil of Seleucia, II, 5

bull Ineffabilis, II, 6

contrasted w ith that of Christ, II, 6

St. Bernard, II, 9
St. G regory the G reat, II, 4 f.

St. Peter Chrysologus, II, 9  f.

St. Thom as, II, 8 f, 12

Scholastics, II, 10
G race, M ary ’s gifts of: G erson on, II, 

20; Raynaud on, II, 20; St. 

Bernard on, II, 20; St. Thom as 

on, 11, 20

G race, M ary ’s grow th in, II, 12-18  

causes of, II, 17 
ex opere operantis, II, 17 f. 

ex opere operato, II, 17 

St. John D am ascene on, II, 16  

St. Thom as on, II, 15 f.

Suarez on, II, 18

Gratia unionis in Christ, I, 204

Gratiae gratis datae in M ary, II, 19

G reek Fathers on M ary ’s purification,

II, 111

G reek liturgies, ή Θ ίότταις  in, I, 28
G reeks on Imm aculate Conception, 

II, 107 f.

G regorian U niversity ( Rom e), I, v

G regory X V on Imm aculate Concep

tion, II, 35
G regory of N yssa, St.: on the serpent, 

II, 29
G regory of Tours, St.: on M ary ’s as

sum ption, II, 147

G regory the G reat, St.: on M ary ’s ex

cellence, II, 5

G row th of grace in M ary, II, 12-18; 

see also G race

H eart of M ary, devotion to the m ost 

pure, II, 272 f.
H eaven, M ary ’s intercession in, II, 

259

H elsinus, revelation to, II, 87 note, 

89 note

H elvidius, denial of M ary ’s virginity,

I, 111
H enry of G hent on Im maculate Con

ception, II, 97

H erder, Benjam in: friend of Schee

ben, I, viii f.
Die Herrlichkeiten der gottlichen 

Gnade adapted by Scheeben, I, 
viii

H esychius on  the ark of the covenant, 

I, 182

H igh priest, M ary as, II, 222

H ilary of Poitiers on Simeon ’s proph

ecy, II, 129
H incm ar of Reims on incorruption of 

M ary ’s body, II, I'M

H ippolytus, St.: on M ary ’s sinless

ness, II, 65

Historia Euthymiaca, II, 144 f.

H oliness, M ary ’s perfection of: St.
A ugustine on, II, 112

H oly G host, the
the actio unitiva ascribed to, I, 247  

the Church the tem ple of, I, 215  

and the Incarnation, I, 72  ff. 

in the Incarnation, I, 76, 98  f. 

M ary the bride of, I, 175  f. 

M ary the organ of, II, 185 ff. 
taking the place of the semen ma

teriale, I, 73

H ugo de Sum mo, II, 85

H um an nature, Protestant view of, 

I, 5
H yperdulia, I, 239
H ypostatic union, I, 45

Ignatius of A ntioch, St.: on M ary ’s 

virginity, I, 47

Ildefonse, St., II, 85
Image of the eternal Father, M ary  

the, I, 174

Im maculate Conception

A lexander V II, II, 35, 38  
A lexander of H ales, II, 94 note 

A m brogio Catarino, II, 109  

appropriateness of, II, 51  

Bandelli, II, 109  
Bartholom ew  of M edina, II, 109  

basis of the privilege, II, 43  
bull Ineffabilis; see Ineffabilis 

Cajetan, II, 109  
controversy about, II, 83-111  

Council of Basel, II, 34, 104, 108  

Council of Trent, II, 34
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Im maculate Conception (continued) 

dogm a of, II, 57 ff.

D ominicans, II, 104  

Egidius of Cologne, II, 97  
Francis M ayron, II, 104  

Franciscans, II, 104  

G reeks, II, 107 f. 
G regory X V, II, 35  

H enry of G hent, II, 97  

John Bacon, II, 104  

John of M onzon, II, 104  

John of Segovia, II, 108  

John of Torquem ada, II, 108  

m eaning of the privilege, II, 38  

N icholas of St. A lban, II, 92  

objections to, II, 109  ff. 

office of the feast of, II, 35  

Paris U niversity, II, 104  

Paul V , II, 34 f.

Peter A ureolus, I, 104  

Pius V , II, 34  

Pius IX, II, 33  

proof from  Scripture, Π , 57-82  

Protestant attack on, I, 4  

Pseudo-A nselm, II, 103  

reason for, Π , 31  

St. A ntoninus of Florence, II, 108  

St. Peter D amian, II, 118  

St. Thom as, II, 98  ff.

Scholastics, II, 93  £., 107  f. 
Scotus, II, 84, 103, 105  f., 108  

Sixtus IV, II, 34  

Spina, II, 109  
teaching of tradition, II, 62  

“Imm aculate earth,” II, 74  

Imm inent position of M ary, I, 231  

Imm unity from concupiscence, 

M ary ’s, II, 114 ff.

Im munity from sin, M ary ’s, Π , 112- 

37

Impeccability, M ary ’s, Π , 132: A lex

ander of H ales, II, 134; St. 
Thom as, II, 134; see also Sin

lessness

Incarnation, the 

actio productiva and actio unitiva,
I, 84  

actio unitiva and, I, 79  

cooperation of M ary in, I, 78  

divine influence on, I, 72

Incarnation, the (continued) 

Ferrandus, I, 152  

forming of bodily organism of

Christ in, I, 76
H oly G host in, I, 76, 98 f. 

m aternal principle in, I, 68 ff. 

N estorianism and, I, 84  

role of M ary in, I, 62  

St. John D am ascene, I, 82, 89 f. 

St. M aximus Confessor, I, 90  

St. Sophronius, I, 86  
Thomism, I, 91

Incorruption of M ary ’s body, Π , 

158  ff. : H incmar of Reim s on, 

II, 104; reasons for, Π , 162  f.

Ineffabilis Deus (bull), I, 47, 201, 
203, 243; II, 6, 33, 48  f.

Ireland, feast of M ary ’s conception, 

II, 85 note

Irenaeus, St.: on Eve and M ary, Π , 

203  f.

Isaias, prophecy of virgin birth, I, 15, 

17, 105

Jacob ’s ladder as sym bol, I, 40  

Jacopone, Stabat Mater by, II, 229  

Jerem ias: prophecy of, I, 18; sanc
tification of, II, 32 note

Jerom e, St.: on Eve and M ary, II, 

206; on M ary ’s perpetual vir

ginity, I, 113

Jerusalem, M ary ’s tom b at, II, 146  

Jerusalem, Council of ( 1675, schis

m atic): on the A ssumption, II, 

178
“Joachim,” m eaning of, I, 6

John (apostle): legend of death of, 
II, 146, 154; Liber de transitu S. 

Mariae (apocryphal), II, 145

John Bromyard, II, 99

John Chrysostom, St.: on M ary ’s 

w eaknesses, II, 131

John D am ascene, St. 

the A ssumption, II, 171  

feast of the A ssumption, II, 177  

the Incarnation, I, 82, 89  

M ary safeguarded from the devil, 

11,79
M ary ’s conception, II, 77  

M ary ’s death, Π , 144  f.
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John D am ascene, St. (continued) 

M ary ’s grow th in grace, II, 16  

nature of M ary ’s death, II, 157
John of Euboea on M ary ’s concep

tion, II, 80
John  of M onzon on Im maculate Con

ception, II, 104
John of Segovia on Imm aculate Con

ception, II, 108
John of Torquem ada on Imm aculate 

Conception, II, 108

John tire Baptist: feast of, Π , 36; his 

enlightenm ent in the w om b, II, 

22
Joseph, St.: death of, Π , 192; devo

tion to the heart of, Π , 273; 

m arriage of M ary  and, I, 122  ff.; 
paternity of, I, 129; virginity of, 

I, 130
Jovinianus: denial of M ary ’s  virginity,

I, 111; denial of virgin birth, I, 

104
Judith, prototype of M ary, I, 38; Π , 

234
Julian the A postate and  title “M other 

■of G od, I, 137
Julianus (a Pelagian), Π , 72

Justin, St.: on Eve and M ary, Π , 203  

Juvenal (patriarch) on  M ary ’s death,

II, 144

Kalendarium (ninth century) in  

N aples, II, 85 note

K leutgen, Théologie der Vorzeit by, 

I, v
K now ledge, M ary ’s grow th in, Π , 23

La Celle, Peter de: on M ary ’s prog

ress in grace, II, 14  f.

Lamb of G od, M ary the, I, 171, 208  

Lamindus Pritanius; see M uratori 

Lateran Council (649) on virginal 
birth of Christ, I, 107

Leo I, St.: on the virgin birth, I, 117  

“Lily am ong thorns,’’ II, 60

Litany of Loreto, 230: at Exposition  

of Blessed Sacrament, I, 240

Literature about M ary, I, 49-60  

Logos, person of the, I, 155  

“The Lord is w ith thee,” II, 60

Lucaris, Cyril, II, 143, 178

Lyons M issal on M ary ’s stainlessness, 

Π , 91

M an Christ, M ary ’s relation  to, I, 172  

M aracci, Polyanthea by, Π , 198  

M arian apocrypha, I, 43 and  note 

M ariology

A rianism and, I, 45  

basic principle of, I, 187-240  

Christological foundations, I, 61- 
186

concept of, I, 3-60
D eneffe on, I, xxviii 

early developm ent of, I, 45  

fundam ental principle of, I, xxv  

as an  independent treatise, I, xix 

Protestant reproach of Catholic, I, 

iii

sources of, I, 3-60

starting point of, I, 8

M arriage: M ary ’s virginity and her,

I, 121; union of natural, I, 164

M artyrdom , M ary ’s, II, 228  

Martyrology of St. Ado, II, 179 

Martyrology of Usard, II, 179  

“M ary,” m eaning of, I, 6, 227  

M aternal principle in the Incarna

tion, I, 68 if.
M aternal production of Christ, I, 67  

M attes, W enzeslaus: on Scheeben, I, 

ix
M aurists on authenticity of A ugus

tinian texts, II, 205

M aximus Confessor, St.: on the In
carnation, 1,90; on  M ary ’s death,

II, 143

M axim us of Turin, St., Π , 70
M ayron, Francis: on Im maculate 

Conception, II, 104; on M ary ’s 

knowledge, II, 22
M ediatrix, M ary as, I, 237

M ediatrix, M ary the universal, Π , 

262: proof, II, 264  ff.
M ediatrix, M ary ’s permanent office 

as, II, 239-73

“M ediatrix,” Π , 194
M elito of Sardis, De transitu B. M.

Virginis, I, 43

Memorare, the, I, 151
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M erits of Christ, M ary the depositary  

of, II, 240

M erits of M ary, St. Thomas on, I, 196  

Meritum, M ary ’s, II, 214 f.

Meritum de congruo, M ary ’s, I, 195  

M ethodius, St.: Church as virtus sub
sistens, I, 216

M eyronnes, Francis of; see M ayron  

M icheas ’ prophecy, I, 19  
“Ministra,” title of, II, 198, 227  

“M irjam,” etym ology of, I, 6  

Missale Gothicum on M ary ’s exem p

tion from  corruption, II, 160

M odestus, St., Π , 147: on M ary ’s 

death, II, 142

M oham m ed, Π , 75

M oon as sym bol, I, 37

M orin, D om G .: on authenticity of 

A ugustinian texts, II, 205  note
“M orning rising,” II, 60

M other of all m en, M ary the, II, 241  

M other of the Emm anuel, I, 17  

M other of G od: fundamental m ark of 

M ary, I, 188; title, I, 136  ff.
M other of Jesus, fundamental m ark  

of M ary ’s person, I, 187

“M other of the w orld,” W isdom as, 

I, 27

M other-bride of the Logos, M ary as, 

L 170
M otherhood

the bridal, 1,15-86

the divine, I, 132-53

grace of the divine, I, 195  

hum an, I, 140  ff.

M ary ’s, I, 64: St A lbert the G reat 

on, I, 222; St A ugustine on, I, 

221, 236; universal, I, 232; V en. 

Bede on, I, 221

the virginal, I, 102-9
M uratori, L. A .: on M ary as m edia

trix, II, 263

Mysteries of Christianity by Schee- 
ben, I, x  ff.

“M ystery,” m eaning of, Π , 177

M ystical body  of Christ: Church  the, 

I, 217; M ary ’s position in, I, 233

N aples, feast of M ary ’s conception, 

Π , 85

N ativity, feast of M ary ’s: breviary  

lesson, II, 206 note

Natur und Gnade by Scheeben, I, vi 

N estorianism : denial of hum an birth  

of the Logos, I, 134; and the In

carnation, I, 84; and M ary ’s 

divine m otherhood, L 138  f.

N ew  Testament, M ary in the, I, 9-16

N ewm an, J. H .: on view s of M ary ’s 

w eaknesses, II, 131

N icephorus Callistos: on feast of the 
A ssumption, II, 174 note; on  

M ary ’s death, II, 144

N icholas of St. A lban on Im maculate

Conception, Π , 92

N ieremberg, Joannes, I, viii

N oe ’s ark as sym bol, I, 38

Occursus, m eaning of, I, 50

“O il poured out,” I, 24

O ld Testam ent, M ary in the, I, 17-41

O rante: M ary as, II, 261; St. A gnes 

as, II, 261

O rigen, II, 75: on M ary ’s doubt, Π , 

130; on  M ary ’s perfection, II, 130

O riginal sin, M ary ’s freedom from , 

II, 32-56
O sw ald, H .: his study in M ariology 

condemned, Π , 252
O vershadow ing of the pow er of the 

M ost H igh, L 80, 93  f.

Paris U niversity: and feast of M ary ’s 

conception, II, 90; John  of M on

zon censured by, Π , 104

Paschasius Radbertus on M ary ’s 

birth, II, 86

Patrology, Scheeben ’s know ledge of,

I, viii

Paul (apostle), A braham ’s sacrifice 

a figure, II, 233

Paul V on Im maculate Conception,

II, 34  f.
Paul the D eacon, II, 71, 74

Pelagius on M ary ’s sinlessness, II, 68

Penance (sacram ent), M ary ’s recep

tion of, II, 17

Periodische Blatter, edited  by Schee

ben, I, xi

Perpetual virginity, M ary ’s, I, 110-31  
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Perseverance, M ary ’s perfect, II, 132  

Person of Christ, the, I, 150
Persona divina as title  of M ary, I, 223  

Pesch, Tihnann, I, v
Peter A ureolus on Imm aculate Con

ception, II, 104
Peter Canisius, St.; see Canisius

Peter Chrysologus, St., II, 70  

feast of John the Baptist, II, 36  

M ary ’s fullness of grace, II, 9  f. 

M ary ’s m arriage, I, 194  

M ary ’s privileges, II, 27

Peter D amian, St., II, 71, 74
M ary demanding as Domina, II, 

261
M ary ’s birth, II, 86

M ary ’s purity, II, 118  
nature of M ary ’s death, Π , 157  

Peter de La Celle: on the A ssump

tion, II, 172; on M ary ’s im mu

nity from  concupiscence, II, 115  

Peter Lombard on M ary ’s purifica

tion, II, 117
“Pillar of sm oke,” II, 56

Pius V : on Im maculate Conception, 
II, 34; on M ary ’s death, II, 156

Pius IX, bull Ineffabilis Deus, I, 47, 

243; II, 33
Pius X I on Scheeben, I, xxxiv 

Polyanthea by M aracci, II, 198  

Porrecta, Serafino, II, 99  

Post-N icene Fathers, view of, I, 29  

Pow er, M ary ’s supplicatory, II 189  

Predestination of M ary, II, 46: to the 

grace of the m otherhood, I, 197
Presentation in the Tem ple, M ary ’s, 

I, 44

“Priestess,” title of M ary, II, 227, 

234 f.

Priesthood of A aron, II, 189  
Pritanius, Lamindus; see M uratori 

Proclus, II, 75

Procreation, the hum an, I, 245  

Production, definition of, I, 96  

Protestantism

attack on Imm aculate Conception, 

1,4
attitude to M ary, I, 5 
belief in divinity of Christ, I, 193  

M ary ’s divine m otherhood, I, 139  

Protestantism (continued) 

reproach of Catholic M ariology, I, 

iii
view  of hum an  nature, I, 5

Protevangelium, I, 17, 201, 241-44;

II, 193, 202: and Catholic the

ology, I, 5; M ary prom ised, II, 

57
Protevangelium Jacobi, I, 44

Prototype of redeemed m ankind, 

M ary the, I, 7
Prototypes of M ary, I, 35-41

Proverbs, Book of: M ary in, I, 22;

“W isdom” in, I, 30

Psalms, M ary in tire, I, 20  f.

Pseudo-A nselm on Im maculate Con
ception, II, 103

Pseudo-Augustine, De assumptione 

B. Virginis, II, 171, 178  f.

Pseudo-Jerome: Epistola, Cogitis me 

( see Cogitis  ) ; on M ary ’s im mac

ulateness, II, 67; on M ary ’s im 

m unity from concupiscence, II, 

116

Pseudo-Proclus, II, 131

Puella Dei, M ary the, I, 208

Çuaestiones in Novo Testamento on  

M ary ’s doubt, II, 129

Ratramnus on virginal birth  of Christ,

I, 107
Raynaud, Théophile: on M ary ’s priv

ileges of grace, Π , 20

Redem ption: course of the Fall and  

that of, II, 200; M ary as co

principle of fruits of, Π , 193; 

M ary ’s cooperation in w ork of, 

Π , 193-208

“Redem ptrix,” use of tire title, II, 195  

Relics of M ary, lack of, II, 141  

Ripalda, I, 210
Ruah Elohim, I, 84

Rupert, St.: on M ary ’s compassion,

II, 230

Sabbas, St.: ritual of, Π , 75  
“Sacerdotissa,” title, II, 199  

Sacramentarium Gelasianum and  

feast of A ssumption, II, 175
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Sacramentarium Gregorianum, II, 

150: and feast of A ssumption, 
II, 175

Sacrifice of Christ, M ary ’s consent, II, 
240

Sacrifice of the cross, M ary ’s coopera
tion in, II, 216

Sacrifice, M ary ’s, II, 216  fi., 234: 

A rnold of Bonneval on, II, 218  f.

St. A do, Martyrology of, II, 179  

Salm eron, use of “co-redemptrix,” II, 
232

Salutation, the angel’s, I, 13  f.; Π , 59  

Salutation, Elizabeth ’s, I, 13; II, 58  

Salvatorian Sisters (M uenstereifel),

I, v
“Salvatrix," II, 217

Sanctae Mariae spasmo (church), II, 
229

Sanctuary, M ary as the, I, 19  
Sapientia genita, I, 25

Sapientia incarnata, I, 26, 28

Sapientia spirata, I, 25  

“Scepter of the right faith,” I, 5  

Scheeben, M . J.

Benjam in H erder friend of, I, viii f. 

editor of Periodische Blatter, I, xi 

at the G erm anicum  ( Rom e  ), I, v  

Die Herrlichkeiten der gottlichen 

Gnaden adapted by, I, viii 

his M ariology, I, xv  

know ledge of patrology, I, viii 
M attes on, I, ix

Mysteries of Christianity by, I, x  fi. 

Natur und Gnade by, I, vi 

Pius X I on, I, xxxiv 
professor of dogm a, I, vi 

student life of, I, iv  

theological w ork  of, I, iv-xv  

w ritings of, I, vi

Scholastics: Im maculate Conception,

II, 93  f.; M ary ’s conception, II, 

107  f.; M ary ’s fullness of grace, 

II, 10; M ary ’s im munity from  

concupiscence, II, 115; status 

viae in M ary, Π , 16

Scotists, view of M ary ’s divine 

m otherhood, I, 149

Scotus: on Im maculate Conception, 

II, 84, 105  f., 108; on M ary ’s 

Scotus (continued) 

conception, 11, 103; on predes

tination of Christ, II, 48

Scripture; see Bible

Sedes Sapientiae, I, 26, 201

Sedulius, Carmen paschale by, Π , 

71

Seed of the serpent, II, 58

Segovia, John of; see John
Serpent: St. G regory of N yssa on the, 

II, 29; seed of the, II, 58
Seven D olors, feast of, II, 229, 234

Sicardus, feast of M ary ’s conception, 

II, 85

Sicily, feast of M ary ’s conception, II, 
85

Simeon ’s prophecy: St. Basil on, II, 

130; St. Cyril of A lexandria on, 

11, 130

Sin

M ary ’s freedom from , II, 26: the 

privileges of, II, 138

M ary ’s freedom from personal, II, 

28, 32 ff. : the dogm a, II, 32

M ary ’s freedom from personal, II, 
126  ff.

M ary ’s permanent imm unity from , 

II, 112ff.
M ary ’s preservation from  effects of 

original, II, 28  f.

universality of: St. A ugustine on, 

II, 110

Sinlessness, M ary ’s, Π , 112-39

Council of Frankfurt, II, 66

Council of Trent, II, 127
O rigen, II, 130

Pelagius, II, 68

St A mbrose, II, 64

St. A ugustine, II, 67  f., 128

St. Bernard, II, 128

St Ephraem , I, 65

St. H ippolytus, II, 65

Sion ( m ount ) as sym bol, I, 40

Sixtus IV on Im maculate Concep

tion, Π , 34

Solem n vow of virginity, I, 119 and  

note
Sollicitudo (bull), II, 35

Solom on ’s throne as sym bol, I, 40

Son of m an, Christ tire, I, 133
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Sophronius, St.: on the Incarnation,

I, 86

Soul: the breath of G od, I, 35; infu

sion of Christ’s, I, 96  ff.
Source of M ary ’s dignity, I, 219-40

Spain, feast of M ary’s conception, II, 

85

Spasmus, II, 229

Spina on Imm aculate Conception, Π , 

109
Spiritual affinity to G od, M ary ’s, I, 

161
Spiritual m other of the Church, I, 3

Spiritual m other of the redeemed, II, 

242
Spiritual m otherhood, M ary ’s, II, 256

Sponsa Sapientiae, I, 26

Stabat Mater, the, II, 229
Status viae in M ary, Scholastics on,

II, 16
Suarez: on  fomes peccati in  M ary, II, 

121; on M ary ’s growth in grace, 

II, 18

Sulamith, I, 22 note
Supernatural activity, M ary ’s, II, 185- 

92
Supernatural knowledge, M ary ’s, II, 

21
Supernatural value of M ary ’s actions, 

II, 188  ff.
Sw oon at the cross, M ary's, II, 229

Sym bols: in O ld Testam ent, I, 35  ff.; 

prototypes as, I, 36

Tabernacle of the testim ony as sym 

bol, I, 39
Temple of G od, M ary the, £ 202

Temple of H oly G host, M ary the, I, 

179
Tertullian: on  Eve and  M ary, Π , 203; 

on  pow er of M ary ’s faith, II, 129

Thecla, II, 154
Theodotus  of A ncyra, Π , 66: on  M ary 

imm aculate, II, 70

Theotokos, I, 135: people of A ntioch  

on, I, 137

Thom as A quinas, St 
concupiscence in M ary, Π , 119, 

122  ff.

feast of M ary ’s conception, II, 38

Thom as A quinas ( continued) 
gift of subtlety, I, 108  

hum an sonship of Christ, I, 137  

M ary ’s conception, Π , 98  ff. 

M ary ’s doubt, II, 130

M ary ’s fullness of grace, II, 8  £, 12  

M ary ’s im peccability, II, 134  

M ary ’s m arriage, I, 128

M ary ’s m erits, I, 196; II, 118  

M ary ’s perfection by  grace, II, 15  £  

M ary ’s perpetual virginity, I, 113  

M ary ’s privileges, II, 20, 30  

M ary ’s sublimity, I, 220  

subjectum generationis, I, 143

Thom ism  on the Incarnation, I, 91  

Throne of Solomon as sym bol, I, 40  

Tomb, M ary ’s, II, 145-47: em pty, II, 

141

Torquemada, John of; see John  

Tradition, M ary in, I, 42-48  

Traditions, caution about, I, 44  

Transcendental position of M ary, I, 

223

Trent, Council of: on Im maculate 

Conception, II, 34; on M ary ’s 

freedom from personal sin, II, 

127

Trinity, M ary ’s relation to the, I, 171  

Trom belli, Mariae sanctissimae vita 

ac gesta by, I, 44

Types in O ld Testam ent, I, 35  ff.

U niversal m ediatrix of grace, M ary  

as, Π , 262

U niversality of sin, St. A ugustine on, 

Π , 110

U suard, Martyrology of, Π , 179

V anity, M ary ’s: St John Chrysostom  

on, II, 131

Vas spirituale, M ary the, I, 205
V asquez: on concupiscence in M ary, 

II, 122  ff.; view  of M ary ’s divine 

m otherhood, I, 149
V atican Council, M ary ’s assumption, 

II, 140

V ega, Christopher; see Christopher 
V eneration, M ary ’s right to, I, 238  

V eneration of M ary in Catholic

Church, I, iiif.
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V entura  on  "W om an, behold  thy  son,” 

II, 247
V essel of election, M ary the, I, 197  

“V irgin priest,” as title of M ary, II, 

227 note
V irginal conception, the, I, 61-101

V irginal m otherhood, the, I, 102-9

V irginity: Israelites’ view of, I, 117;

M ary ’s bodily, I, 110-15; M ary ’s 

m arriage ana her, I, 121; M ary ’s 

perpetual, I, 110-31; M ary ’s vow  

of, I, 116
V irginity of heart, M ary ’s, I, 120  

V irginity of spirit, M ary ’s, I, 115  ff. 

Vita as title of M ary, I, 226

V ow of virginity: M ary ’s, I, 116; 

solemn, I, 119 and note

W alter of St. V ictor, II, 117

W eaknesses, M ary ’s: St. Cyril on, Π , 

131; St. Chrysostom  on, II, 131  

W isdom : ante-Nicene Fathers ’ view  

of, I, 28  ff.; in Ecclesiasticus, 1, 

27; personified, I, 24  f.; qual
ities of, 24  ff.

W isdom, Book of: M ary in, I, 22

W isdom texts applied to M ary, I, 

26  ff.

“W om an” : M ary addressed as, I, 11; 
the term , I, 18

“W om an clothed w ith the sun," I, 

208; II, 114, 127, 135  f., 168, 
173 f.

“W oman shall compass a m an,” I, 18  

and note

W ool dyed  purple, figure  of, II, 14 ff., 

117

W ords of Christ to M ary and John, 
II, 241 ff., 257

Zepherinus de Som eyre on M ary in  
the Eucharist, II, 252


