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F o r e w o r d

H av in g  trea ted  e lsew h ere  o f  G o d  [1 ] an d  o f  p ro v id en ce  [2 ] fro m  a  p u re ly  sp ecu la tive  p o in t o f  v iew , w e  h ere  

re su m e  th e  co n sid e ra tio n  o f  th ese  g rea t q u estio n s in  th e ir re la tio n  to  th e  sp iritu a l life . T h e  p rim ary  o b jec t o f  

co n tem p la tio n  is . in  fac t. G o d  H im se lf an d  H is in fin ite p erfec tio n s, espec ia lly  H is g o o d n ess . H is  w isd o m , 

an d  H is p ro v id en ce . O u r  ac tiv ity  an d  o u r  p ro g ress  to w ard  e te rn ity  m u st  b e  d irec ted  fro m  th e  h ig h er  p lan e  o f  

tliis co n tem p la tio n . F ro m  th is  p o in t o f  v iew  w e  sh a ll trea t h ere : (1 ) o f  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d  an d  o f  H is  

p ro v id en ce : (2 ) o f  th o se  p erfec tio n s o f  G o d  w h ich  H is  p ro v id en ce  p resu p p o ses; (3 ) o f  p ro v id en ce  itse lf  

acco rd in g  to  th e  O ld  an d  N ew  T estam en ts ; (4 ) o f  a  tru s tin g  se lf-ab an d o n m en t to  G o d 's  p ro v id en ce ; (5 ) o f  

p ro v id en ce  in  its re la tio n  to  ju s tice  an d  m ercy .

M ay  th ese  p ag es in s till in  th e  m in d s o f  th o se  w h o  read  th em  a  b e tte r  u n d ers tan d in g  o f  G o d 's  in fin ite  

m ajesty  an d  th e  ab so lu te  v a lu e o f  th e  o n e  tilin g  n ecessa ry . o u r  la s t en d  an d  san c tifica tion . T h e ir  ch ie f  a im  

w ill b e  to  in s is t o n  th e  ab so lu te  an d  su p rem ely  life -g iv in g ch arac te r  o f  th e  tru th  rev ea led  b y  o u r  L o rd  Jesu s  

C h rist an d  in fa llib ly p ro p o sed  to  u s  b y  th e  C h u rch . S o u ls  a re  p erish in g  in  th e  ev er-sh iftin g  san d s  o f  th e  

re la tiv e ; it is th e  ab so lu te  th ey  n eed . N o w h ere  w ill th ey  fin d  it b u t in  th e  G o sp e l en tru sted  b y  Jesu s  C h rist  to  

H is C h u rch , w h ich  h as  p rese rv ed , tau g h t, an d  ex p o u n d ed  it. It h as  b een  ex em p lified in  th e  liv es o f  th e  b est 

o f  h er  ch ild ren .

T r a n s la to r 's  P r e fa c e

In  th ese  d ay s  o f  p o sitiv e  u n b e lie f, ag n o stic ism , an d  g en era l in d iffe ren ce  co n cern ing  th e  su p ern a tu ra l it is to  

b e  h o p ed  th a t th is E n g lish  tran sla tio n  o f  th e  R ev eren d  F a the r  G arrig o u -L ag ran g e 's L a  P ro v id en ce  e t la  

co n fian ce  en  D ieu  w ill se rv e  a  u se fu l  p u rp o se . In  th is  b o o k  th e  au th o r  h as  p ro v ed  co n c lu siv e ly  to  an y o n e  o f  

u p rig h t m ind  th a t th e re  is an  a ll-w ise  an d  d esign in g  P ro v iden ce , w h o  h as  c rea ted  a ll tilin g s  w ith  an  en d  in  

v iew , an d  th is esp ec ia lly  as  reg a rd s  h u m an  b e in g s . T h e  w h o le  o f  c rea tio n  co n firm s  th is  v iew . L o n g  ag o  th e  

p sa lm ist d ec la red  th a t " th e  h eav en s  sh o w  fo rth  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d : an d  th e  firm am en t d ec la red !  th e  w o rk  o f  

H is h an d s"  (P s . 1 8 :2 ). If  w e  b e liev e  in  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d — an d  n o  reaso n ab le  b e in g  can  d en y  th is— th en  

w e  m u st say  w ith  th e  b ard  o f  A v o n  th a t " th e re 's a  d iv in ity th a t sh ap es o u r  en d s , ro u g h -h ew  th em  h o w  w e  

w ill" (H am le t, V , il 1 0 ).

T h e  firs t p art  o f  th is b o o k  is a  b rie f  su m m ary  o f  a  p rev io u s  w o rk  b y th e  sam e  au th o r, en titled : G o d . H is  

E x isten ce  an d  H is N atu re . T h e  p ro o fs  fo r  th e  ex isten ce  o f  G o d  an d  a  d iscuss io n  o f  th e  d iv in e  a ttrib u tes  



co n stitu te  th e  b asis  o f  P ro v id en ce . T liis  F ren ch  w o rk  w as  w ell rece iv ed . W ith in  a  sh o rt tim e  a fte r  

p u b lica tio n s ix  th o u san d  co p ies  w ere  so ld . It h as  a lso  b een  tran sla ted  in to  G erm an . Ita lian , an d  P o lish .

In  co n c lu sio n  I w ish  to  ex p ress  m y  in d eb ted n ess  to  th e  R ev eren d  D r. N ew  to n  T h o m p so n  fo r  Iris p a in stak in g  

ca re  in  p rep arin g  th e  m an u scrip t fo r  p u b lica tio n . T h is in d eb ted n ess a lso  ap p lie s to  th e  seco n d  v o lu m e  o f  

G o d , H is E x isten ce  an d  H is N atu re , w h ich  d u e  to  an  o v ers ig h t  w as  n o t m en tio n ed  a t th e  tim e  o f  its  

p u b lica tio n

I a lso  w ish  to  th an k  th e R ev eren d  D r. B ern ard  W all la te o f  W o n ersh  sem in ary , E n g lan d , fo r  Iris co u rtesy  in  

a llo w in g  m e  th e  u se  o f  h is m an u scrip t, w h ich  I co n su lted  o n  v ario u s o ccasio ns . T h e  v erifica tio n  o f  m an y  

q u o ted  p assag es  w as  th e reb y  m u ch  s im p lified  an d  th is en ab led  m e  to  p ro ceed  m o re  rap id ly .

B ed e R o se . O .S .B .

S t. B en ed ict's A b b ey

M o u nt A n g e l O reg o n

P A R T  I  : T H E  E X I S T E N C E  O F  G O D  A N D  O F  P R O V I D E N C E

1 .  G o d  T h e  P r im e  M o v e r  O f  C o r p o r e a l  A n d  S p ir itu a l  B e in g s

B efo re  w e  p ro ceed  to  co n side r  th e  m ean in g  an d  im p o rt o f  th e  p ro o fs  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d  an d  H is  

p ro v id en ce , it w ill b e  w ell to  p o in t o u t o n e  g en era l p ro o f  th a t  v irtu a lly co n ta in s  th em  a ll. It m ay  b e  su m m ed  

u p  in  th is  w ay : T h e  g rea te r  d o es  n o t co m e  fro m  th e  le ss, th e  m o re  p erfect  d o es  n o t co m e  fro m  th e  le ss  

p erfec t, s in ce  th e  la tte r is in cap ab le  o f  p ro d uc in g  th is e ffec t.

T h ere  a re  in  th e  w o rld  liv in g , in te llig en t b e in g s th a t co m e  in to  ex is ten ce  an d  d isap p ear ag a in ; th ey  a re  

th e re fo re  n o t se lf-ex isten t. A n d  w h at  w e  say  o f  th e  p resen t ap p lie s eq u a lly to  th e  p ast.

C o n seq u en tly  th ey  req u ire  a  cau se , o n e  th a t is se lf-ex isten t. H en ce  th e re  m u st  ex ist fro m  a ll e te rn ity  a  firs t 

B ein g w h o  o w es  H is b e ing  to  n o n e  b u t  H im se lf an d  is ab le  to  co n fe r  b e in g  o n  o th e rs: a  first liv in g b e ing , a  

firs t in te llig en ce , a  firs t g o o d n ess  an d  h o lin ess . If  it w ere  n o t so . th e  life , in te llig en ce , g o o d n ess , an d  

h o liness o f  w h ich  w e  h av e  ex p erien ce  co u ld  n ev er  h av e  m ad e  th e ir ap p earan ce  in  th is w o rld  o f  o u rs .

A lread y  o p en  to  co m m o n  sen se , th is p ro o f  m ay  b e  fu rth er  sc ru tin ized  b y  p h ilo so p h ica l reaso n , b u t n o  fau lt 

can  b e  fo u n d  w ith  it.

T h e  g rea te r  can n o t co m e  fro m  th e  le ss as  fro m  its  w h o lly  ad eq u a te , e fficac io u s cau se , fo r  th e  ad d itio n a l 

p erfec tio n  w o u ld  itse lf  th en  b e  w ith o u t a  cau se , w ith o u t a  reaso n  fo r  its  ex is ten ce , an d  h en ce  ab so lu te ly  

u n in te llig ib le . It is u tte rly  ab su rd  to  m ain ta in  th a t th e  in te llig en ce o r  th e  g o o d n ess  o f  Jesu s , o f  th e  g rea t 

sa in ts— o f  S t. Jo h n . S t. P au l S t. A u g u stin e— a re  th e  re su lt o f  u n in te llig en t m atter, o f  a  m ate ria l an d  b lin d  

fa ta lity .

T h is g en eral  p ro o f  is a t o n ce  m o re  co n v in c in g  w h en  w e  co n side r  th e  m o tio n  o f  b o d ies an d  sp irits— m o tio n s  

fro m  w h ich  it is sh o w n  th a t G o d  is  th e  first m o v er  o f  ev ery  b e ing , b o th  co rp o rea l  an d  sp iritu a l.

A lread y  ad v an ced  b y  A risto tle , th is p ro o f  fro m  m o tio n  is se t o u t as  fo llo w s  b y  S t. T h o m as  in  Iris S u m m a  

T h eo lo g ica . la , q . 2 . a . 3 :

T h ere  is m o tio n  in  th e  w o rld , fro m  th e  lo w est o rd er  o f  b e in g s  to  th e  h ig h est. 



S t. T h o m as  tak es  as  h is s ta rtin g -p o in t a  fac t  o f  ev id en t ex p erien ce , th a t th e re  is m o tio n  in  th e  w o rld : th e  

lo ca l m o tio n  o f  in an im ate b o d ies  d isp lac in g  an d  a ttrac tin g  o n e  an o th e r; th e  q u a lita tiv e m o tio n  o f  h ea t 

in c reas in g  o r  d im in ish in g  in  in ten sity ; th e  m o tio n  o f  d ev e lo p m en t in  th e  g ro w in g  p lan t; th e  m o tio n  o f  th e  

an im al d esirin g  fo o d  an d  g o in g  in  q u est o f  it; th e  m o tio n  o f  th e  h u m an  in te llec t p ass in g  fro m  ig n o ran ce  to  a  

k n o w led g e  a t firs t co n fu sed , th en  d istinc t; th e  m o tio n  o f  o u r  sp iritua l w ill w h ich  fro m  n o t  d esirin g  a  ce rta in  

o b jec t co m es  to  d esire  it m o re  k een ly ; th e  m o tio n  o f  o u r  w ill w h ich  a fte r  d esirin g  th e  en d  d esires a lso  th e  

m ean s  to  a tta in  it.

H ere , th en , is a  u n iv e rsal fac t: th e re  is m o tio n  in  th e  w o rld , fro m  th e  m o tio n  o f  th e  s to n e  th a t is  th ro w n  in to  

th e  a ir, to  th e  m o tio n  o f  o u r  m in d s an d  w ills . A n d  w e  m ay  say  th a t ev ery th in g  in  th is  w o rld  is su b jec t  to  

m o tio n  o r  ch an g e— n a tio n s an d  p eo p les an d  in s titu tio n s as  w ell as in d iv id u a ls. W h en  a  m o tio n  h as  reach ed  

its p eak  it g iv es p lace  to  an o the r, as  o n e  w av e  o f  th e  sea  is fo llo w ed  b y  an o the r, o n e  g en era tio n  b y  an o th e r, 

a  p h en o m eno n  th a t  th e  an c ien ts  rep resen ted  b y  th e  w h ee l  o f  fo rtu n e  o n  w h ich  th e  m o re  su ccessfu l  w ere  

lif ted  u p , o n ly  to  d escen d  o n ce  m o re  an d  g iv e  p lace  to  o th e rs. Is  it a  fac t. th en , th a t ev ery th in g  p asses , th a t 

n o th in g  en d u res?  Is  th e re  n o th in g  co n stan t, n o th in g  s tab le  an d  ab so lu te ly p erm an en t?

A ll  m o t io n  r e q u ir e s  a  m o v e r

H o w  a re  w e  to  ex p la in  th is  u n iv e rsa l fac t  o f  m o tio n , b e  it e ith er co rp o rea l  o r  sp iritu a l? Is  th e  ex p lan a tio n  to  

b e  fo u n d  in  m o tio n  itse lf?  Is  it its o w n  reaso n , its o w n  cau se?  T o  an sw  e r  th is  q u estio n , w e  m u st  b eg in  b y  

p o in tin g  o u t tw o  fac ts . F irs t, in  m o tio n  th e re  is so m eth in g  n ew  th a t req u ires  ex p lan a tio n . W h ere  d o es  th is  

n ew  e lem en t co m e  fro m , w h ich  p rev io u sly  h ad  n o  ex is ten ce?  T h e  q u estio n  ap p lie s to  p ast as  w ell as  to  

p resen t  fo rm s  o f  m o tio n . S eco n d ly , m o tio n  ex is ts  o n ly  in  am o v ab le o b jec t: it is th is  in d iv id u a l m o tio n  fo r  

th e  so le  reaso n  th a t it is th e  m o tio n  o f  th is m o b ile o b jec t. T h ere  is n o  d isp lacem en t w ith o u t a  b o d y  th a t is  

d isp laced , n o  flo w in g  w ith o u t a  flu id , n o  cu rren t  w ith o u t a  liqu id , n o  flig h t w ith o u t a  b ird  th a t flie s , n o  

d ream  w ith o u t a  d ream er, n o  m o tio n  o r  v o litio n ap art  fro m  an  in te llig en t b e in g  th a t w ills.

B u t if  th e re  is n o  m o tio n  ap art  fro m  a  m o b ile o b jec t, is it p o ssib le  fo r  th a t o b jec t  to  m o v e  itse lf  b y  its o w n  

p o w er  an d  w ith o u t a  cau se  o f  an y  k ind ?  C an  th e  s to n e  o f  itse lf  se t itse lf  in  m o tio n  w ith o u t so m eo n e  to  

th ro w  it in to  th e  a ir, o r  w ith o u t so m e  o th e r  b o d y  to  a ttrac t  it? C an  th e  co ld  m eta l b eco m e  h o t  o f  itse lf , 

w ith o u t a  so u rce  o f  h ea t?

B u t, y o u  m ay  say , a  liv in g tilin g  m o v es  itse lf . T ru e , b u t  is  th e re  n o t in  th e  liv in g th in g  a  p art  th a t is m o v ed  

an d  an o th e r  th a t m o v es?  If  th e  b lo o d  c ircu la tes  th ro u g h  th e  a rterie s  o f  an  an im al, is it n o t b ecau se  th e  h eart 

b y  its co n trac tio n  m ak es  it c ircu la te?

S o  a lso  in  m an . If  th e  h an d  m o v es, is it n o t  b ecau se  th e  w ill m o v es  it?  A n d  if  in  its  tu rn  th e  w ill is m o v ed , 

p assin g  fro m  a  s ta te  o f  in d e te rm in a tio n  to  o n e  o f  d e te rm in a tio n , m u st it n o t  b e  m o v ed  b y  so m e  o b jec t 

a ttrac tin g  it, b y  so m e  g o o d ?  A n d  is it su ffic ien t m ere ly  fo r  th e  g o o d  to  b e  p resen ted  to  it?  M u st  n o t  th e  w ill 

d irec t itse lf  o r  b e  d irec ted  to  it? It d o es  in  fac t  d irec t  itse lf  to  th e  m ean s  b ecau se  it firs t o f  a ll d esires  th e  

en d ; b u t in  th e  case  o f  th e  firs t d esire  o f  an  en d , as  w h en  w e  co m e  to  th e  ag e  o f  reason  o r  w h en  o n  w ak in g  

in  th e  m o rn in g  w e  b eg in  to  ex erc ise  o u r  w ill, is n o t an  im p u lse  fro m  so m e  h ig h er  so u rce  n ecessa ry  to  s ta rt 

o u r  v o litio n a l ac tiv ity , so  as  to  m ak e  o u r  w ill p ass  fro m  th e  s ta te  o f  rep o se , o f  in ac tiv ity , to  th a t  firs t ac t 

w h ich  is  to  b e  th e  cau se  o f  a ll th e  ac ts  th a t  fo llo w  ?  T h a t ac t  co n ta in s  so m eth in g  n ew  w h ich  d em an d s  a  

cau se ; an d  th e  w ill n o t  y e t in  p o ssessio n  o f  th is n ew  p erfec tio n , can n o t g iv e  it to  itse lf . (C f. S t. T h o m as, la  

Ilae , q . 9 , a . 4 ; q . 1 0 . a . 4 .)

S h a ll w e  say  th a t th is  p articu la r m o tio n , w h eth er  co rp o rea l  o r  sp iritu a l, h as  as  it cau se  an o th er  m o tio n  

an te rio r to  it?  B u t. if  w e  co n side r  m o tio n  as su ch , w h eth er  rea lized  in  lia is  p resen t m o tio n  o r  in  th e  m o tio n s  

th a t p reced e , w e  sh a ll see  th a t it is a  tran sitio n  fro m  p o ten cy  to  ac t. N o w  p o ten cy  is le ss  p erfec t  th an  ac t; 

p o ten cy , th e re fo re , can n o t co n fe r  ac t  u p o n  itse lf . O n ce  ag a in , if  th e re  w ere  n o t a  m o v er  fo r  ev ery  m o tio n , 

th e  g rea te r  w o u ld  co m e  fro m  th e  le ss .



T h e  s to n e  w as  cap ab le  o f  d isp lacem en t; n o w  it ch an g es  its  p o sitio n , it d o es n o t d o  so  w itho u t  a  m o v er  th a t 

p ro jec ts  o r  a ttrac ts  it.

T h e  p lan t in  its g ro w th  p asses  fro m  p o ten cy  to  ac t, b u t  n o t  w ith o u t th e  ac tio n  o f  th e  su n . a ir. an d  m o istu re  

fro m  th e  ea rth . T h e  an im al p asses  fro m  p o ten cy  to  ac t  w h en  it  p u rsu es  th e  p rey  th a t a ttrac ts  it, b u t  o n ly  in  

v irtu e  o f  th at  h ig h er ac tiv ity  w h ich  h as  en d o w ed  it w ith  th e  in s tin c t  to  feed  u p o n  th is o b jec t ra th e r  th an  

u p o n  so m e  o th er.

M an  h im se lf  p asses  fro m  p o ten cy  to  ac t, fro m  ig no ran ce  to  k n o w led g e ; fo r  h im  it is an  in te llec tu a l 

acq u isitio n . B u t th e  in te llec t d o es  n o t  g iv e itse lf  th ese  acq u is itio n s w h ich  h ith e rto  it d id  n o t p o ssess.

O u r  w ill to o , p asses  fro m  p o ten cy  to  ac t,  to  w h ich  a t  tim es it c lin g s h ero ically . W h ere  d o es th is n ew  

p erfec tio n  co m e  fro m ?  T h e  w ill co u ld  n o t co n fe r  th is  u p o n  itse lf , s in ce  it d id  n o t p o ssess  th is  b efo re .

A ll m o tio n , th en , w h eth er  co rp o rea l  o r  sp iritu a l req u ires  a  cau se : w ith o u t a  m o v er  th e  m o b ile th in g  is n o t 

m o v ed . T h e  m o v er  m ay  b e  w ith in , as  th e  h eart is w ith in  th e  liv in g an im al; b u t  if  th is m o v er  is itse lf m o v ed , 

it d em an d s  an o th e r  m o v er  su p erio r  to  itse lf . T h e  h eart  th a t a t  th e  m o m en t o f  d ea th  s to p s  b ea tin g  can n o t se t 

itse lf  g o in g  ag a in ; in  th is case  it w o u ld  req u ire  th e  in te rv en tio n  o f  th e  A u th o r  o f  life H im se lf, b y  w h o m  th a t 

life w as  g iv en  an d  w h o  m ain ta in ed  its m o tio n  u n til th e  o rg an ism  fin a lly sp en t itse lf .

E v ery  m o tio n  d em an d s  a  m o v er: su ch  is  th e  p rin c ip le  b y  w h ich  S t. T h o m as  th ro w s  lig h t u p o n  th is  g rea t 

u n iv e rsa l fac t  o f  m o tio n . T h e  irra tion a l an im als p erce ive , in d eed , th a t  th e re  a re  m o tio n s o f  th e  sen sib le  

o rd er; b u t, th a t ev ery  m o tio n  d em an d s a  m o v er, is  b ey o n d  th e ir co m p reh ension . T h ey  h av e  n o  g rasp  o f  

in te llig ib le b e in g  o r  o f  th e  ra iso n  d 'e tre  o f  th in g s,  b u t  o n ly  o f  sen sib le  p h en o m en a — co lo r, so un d , h ea t, an d  

th e  lik e . O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , b e in g  an d  th e  ra iso n  d 'e tre  o f  th in g s  co n stitu te  th e  v ery  o b jec t o f  o u r  in te llec t; 

h en ce  w e  a re  ab le to  g rasp  th e  tru th , th a t  w ith o u t a  m o v er  a ll m o tio n  is im p o ssib le .

E v e r y  m o t io n  r e q u ir e s  a  s u p r e m e  m o v e r

B u t w e  m u st  g o  a  s tep  fa rth e r. If  fo r  ev ery  m o tio n  e ith e r  co rp o rea l  o r  sp iritu a l a  m o v er  is req u ired , d o es th is  

n ecess ita te  a  su p rem e  m o v er?

A  n u m b er  o f  p h ilo so p h ers , in c lu d in g  A ris to tle , th o u gh t  it p o ssib le  to  h av e  an  in fin ite se rie s o f  m o v ers  

accid en ta lly su b o rd in a ted  to  o n e  an o th e r  in  p ast  tim e . F o r  su ch  as  th ese  th e  se rie s o f  an im al g en era tio n s , fo r  

in s tan ce, n ev er  h ad  a  b eg in n in g . T h ere  w as  n ev er  a  firs t h en  o r  a  firs t eg g , b u t  a lw ay s, w ith o u t  b eg in n in g , 

th e re  w ere  h en s  th a t la id  eg g s; th e  m o tio n  o f  th e  su n  rev o lv in g  in  th e  h eav en s  h ad  n o  b eg in n in g  an d  w ill 

h av e  n o  en d ; th e  ev ap o ra tio n  o f  w ate r  fro m  th e  riv e rs  an d  seas  h as  a lw ay s b een  p ro d u c in g  ra in , b u t th e re  

w as  n o  firs t ra in fa ll.

W e  C h ristian s h o ld  it to  b e  a  fac t  k n o w n  fro m  rev e la tio n , th a t  th e  w o rld  h ad  a  b eg in n in g : th a t it w as  c rea ted  

n o t  fro m  a ll e te rn ity  (n o n  ab  ae te rn o ), b u t  in  tim e . T h is is an  a rtic le o f  fa ith  d efin ed  b y  th e  co u n c ils.

B u t p rec ise ly  b ecau se  it is an  a rtic le  o f  fa ith  an d  n o t  m ere ly  o n e  o f  th e  p ream b les  to  th e  fa ith , is  w h y  S t. 

T h o m as  h o ld s  th a t reason  a lo n e  can  n ev er  d em o n stra te  th a t  th e  w o rld  h ad  a  b eg in n in g  (la , q . 4 6 , a . 2 ). A n d  

w h y  d o es  th is  tru th  transcen d  th e  n a tu ra l  p o w ers  o f  o u r  in te llec t?  B ecau se  th a t b eg in n in g  d ep en d ed  o n  th e  

free  w ill o f  G o d . H ad  H e  so  w illed , H e  m ig h t h av e  c rea ted  th e  w o rld  ten  th o u san d  y ears, a  h u n d red  

th o u san d  y ears, m illio n s o f  y ears  b efo re , o r  a t  a  tim e  ev en  m o re  rem o te , w ith o u t th e re  h av in g  b een  a  firs t 

d ay  fo r  th e  w o rld , b u t s im p ly  a  d ep en d en ce  o f  th e  w o rld  o n  its C reato r,  ju s t as  a  fo o tp rin t in  th e  san d  is d u e  

to  th e  fo o t  th a t m ak es  it, so  th a t, h ad  th e  fo o t  a lw ay s  b een  th e re  th e  fo o tp rin t  w o u ld  h av e h ad  n o  b eg in n in g .

A lth o u g h  rev e la tio n  teach es  th a t  th e  w o rld  d id  in  fac t  h av e  a  b eg in n in g , it d o es n o t seem  im p o ssib le , say s  

S t. T h o m as, fo r  th e  w o rld  a lw ay s  to  h av e  ex is ted  in  its d ep en d en ce  o n  G o d  th e  C rea to r.



B u t, if  a  se rie s o f  m o v ers  acc id en ta lly  su b o rd in a ted  in  th e  p ast m ay  b e  in fin ite an d  d o es  n o t o f  n ecessity  

req u ire  a  firs t in  tim e , it is n o t so  w ith  a  se rie s  o f  m o v ers  n ecessa rily  an d  ac tu a lly su b o rd in a ted  a t  th e  

p resen t m o m en t. H ere  w e  m u st  ev en tu a lly a rriv e  a t  a  su p rem e  m o v er  ac tu a lly  ex is ten t, o n e  th a t h as  n o t 

m ere ly  g iven  an  im p u lse  a t th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  w o rld , b u t  th a t is m o v ing  a ll th in g s  n o w .

F o r  ex am p le : th e  b o a t  ca rrie s  th e  fish e rm an , th e  sea  en ab les th e  b o a t  to  flo a t, th e  ea rth  h o ld s th e  sea  in  

ch eck , th e  su n  k eep s  th e  ea rth  fix ed  in  its co u rse , an d  so m e  u n k n o w n  cen te r  o f  a ttrac tio n  h o ld s  th e  su n  in  its  

p lace . B u t a fte r  th a t?  W e  can n o t  g o  o n  in  th is m an n er  ad  in fin itum  in  a  se rie s  o f  cau ses  th a t a re  ac tu a lly  

su b o rd in a te . T h ere  m u st  b e  a  firs t an d  su p rem e  e ffic ien t cau se  ex is tin g  n o t  m ere ly  in  th e  p ast  b u t in  th e  

p resen t, an d  th is  su p rem e  cau se  m u st  ac t, m u st  ex ert its  in fluen ce  n o w ; o th erw ise  th e  su b o rd in a te  cau ses , 

th a t ac t  o n ly  w h en  m o v ed  b y  an o the r, w o u ld  n o t  ac t  a t  a ll.

T ry in g  to  d isp en se  w ith  th e  n ecess ity  o f  a  so u rce  is th e  sam e  as say in g  th a t a  w atch  can  ru n  w ith o u t a  

sp rin g , p ro v id ed  it h as  an  in fin ite n u m b er  o f  w h ee ls . T h e  w atch  m ay  h av e  b een  w o u n d  u p  a  th o u san d  tim es, 

a  h u n d red  th o u san d  tim es , o r  tim es  w ith o u t n u m b er, in  th e  p ast— it m atte rs  little : w h at is n ecessa ry  is  fo r  it 

to  h av e  a  sp ring . L ik ew ise  it m atte rs  little w h eth er  th e  ea rth  h ad  a  b eg in n in g  in  its rev o lu tio n  a ro u n d  th e  

su n ; w h at  is n ecessa ry  is  fo r  th e  su n  to  a ttrac t  it n o w , an d  fo r  th e  su n  itse lf  to  b e  a ttrac ted  b y  a  m o re  rem o te  

an d  ac tu a lly  ex is tin g  cen te r  o f  a ttrac tio n . In  th e  en d  w e  m u st  co m e  to  a  firs t m o v er  th a t ac ts  o f  itse lf  an d  n ot  

th ro u g h  an o th e r  o f  a  h ig h er o rd er. W e  m u st  co m e  to  a  firs t m o v er  ab le to  g iv e  a  fu ll an d  ad eq u a te  acco u n t 

o f  th e  v ery  b e in g  o r  rea lity o f  its ac tio n .

N o w  th a t a lon e  can  acco u n t  fo r  th e  b e in g  o f  its ac tio n  w h ich  p o ssesses  it in  its  o w n  rig h t, an d  th a t n o t  o n ly  

p o ten tia lly b u t  ac tu a lly ; a  b e in g  w h ich , as  a  co n seq u en ce , is its  v ery  ac t, its ac tiv ity , an d  w h ich , in s tead  o f  

h av in g  rece iv ed  its life , is life itse lf . S u ch  a  m o v er  is ab so lu te ly  im m o b ile in  th e  sen se  th a t  it a lread y  

p o ssesses  o f  itse lf  w h at  o th e rs  acq u ire  b y  m o tio n . It is in  co n seq u en ce  essen tia lly  d is tin c t fro m  a ll m o b ile  

th in g s, w h eth er  co rp o rea l  o r  sp iritu a l. A n d  h ere  w e  h av e  a  re fu ta tio n  o f  p an th e ism . G o d  can n o t  b e  

co n fo u n d ed  w ith  th e  w o rld , fo r  H e  is im m o v ab le , w h ereas  th e  w o rld  is in  a  s ta te  o f  p erp e tu a l  ch an g e . It is 

th is v ery  ch an g e  th a t d em an d s  an  im m o b ile firs t m o v er, w h o , in s tead  o f  p ass in g  fro m  th e  p o ten tia l  to  th e  

ac tu a l, is H is ac t  fro m  a ll e te rn ity ; w h o  is co n seq u en tly  b e in g  itse lf , s in ce  ac tio n  p resu pp o ses  b e in g  an d  

s in ce  th e  m o d e  o f  ac tio n  fo llo w s  u p o n  th e  m o d e  o f  b e in g ." I  am  th e  L o rd  an d  I  ch an g e  n o t" (M alach ias 3 : 

6 ). It is  fa lse  to  say  th a t  ev ery th in g  p asses  an d  n o th in g  en d u res , th a t n o th in g  is co n stan t, n o th in g  s tab le . 

T h ere  m u st b e  a  firs t m o v er  w h o  is  H im se lf ab so lu te ly  im m o v ab le .

T o  d en y  th e  n ecessity  o f  a  su p rem e  cau se  is  to  m ain ta in  th a t  th e  ex p lan a tio n o f  m o tio n  lie s in  itse lf , th a t a  

m o b ile th in g  can  o f  itse lf  an d  w ith o u t a  m o v er  p ass  fro m  p o ten cy  to  ac t, can  co n fe r  o n  itse lf  th e  ac t, th e  

n ew  p erfec tio n  it d o es  n o t  y e t  p o ssess. T o  d o  aw ay  w ith  a  su p rem e  cau se  is  to  c la im  th a t, as so m eo ne  h as  

sa id , "a  b ru sh  w ill p a in t b y  itse lf  p ro v ided  it h as  a  v ery  lo n g  h an d le .  " [3 ] T h is is m ain ta in in g a lw ay s  th e  

sam e  th ing , th a t th e  g rea te r  co m es  fro m  th e  le ss .

A s ev id en ce  o f  th is n ecess ity  fo r  a  su p rem e  m o v er  in  th e  p resen t an d  n o t  m ere ly  in  th e  p ast, w e  m ay  tak e  

an o th er  ex am p le , th is  tim e  fro m  m o tio n  o f  th e  sp iritua l o rd er.

O u r  w ill b eg in s to  w ill a  ce rta in  th in g : a s ick  p erso n , fo r  in s tan ce , w ish es  to  ca ll  in  a  d o c to r. A n d  w h y ?  

B ecau se  firs t o f  a ll h e  d esires  to  b e  cu red , an d  to  b e  cu red  is a  g o o d  th in g . H e  b eg an  to  w ill th is g o o d  th in g , 

an d  th is  ac t  o f  w illing is an  ac t d is tin c t  fro m  th e  v o litio n a l facu lty ; fo r  w ith  u s  th is  facu lty  is n o t o f  itse lf  an  

e te rn a l ac t o f  lo v e  fo r  th e  g o o d ; it co n ta in s its  first ac t o n ly  p o ten tia lly , so  th a t  w h en  th e  ac t  m ak es  its  

ap p earan ce  it is in  th e  w ill as so m eth in g  n ew , a  n ew  p erfec tio n . In  o rd er  to  fin d  th e  u ltim a te  ra iso n  d 'e tre  o f  

th is b eco m in g , o f  th e  v ery  rea lity ' o f  th is  firs t ac t o f  w illin g , w e  m u st  g o  b ack  to  a  firs t m o v er  o f  m in d  an d  

w ill o n e  th at h as  n o t rece iv ed  th e  im p u lse  to  ac t. w h o  ac ts  w ith o u t its  b e in g  g iv en  H im  to  ac t, to  w h o m  it 

can  n ev er  b e  sa id : "W h at h ast  th o u  th a t  th o u  h ast n o t rece iv ed?"  W e  m u st  ev en tu a lly a rriv e  a t  a  first m o v er  

w h o  is  H is o w n  ac tiv ity , w h o  ac ts so le ly  th ro ug h  H im se lf, s in ce  ac tio n  p resu p p o ses  b e in g  an d  s in ce  th e  

m o d e  o f  ac tio n  fo llo w s  u p o n  th e  m o d e  o f  b e in g .



O n ly  b e in g  itse lf , w h ich  a lo n e  ex is ts o f  itse lf , can  in  th e  la s t an a ly sis acco u n t  fo r  th e  b e in g  o r  rea lity o f  a  

b eco m in g , w h ich  is n o t se lf-ex is ten t.

A re  w e  n o t  fo rced  to  reco g n ize  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  th is  firs t m o v er  w h en  w e  a re  co n fro n ted  w ith  an  im p o rtan t  

d u ty  to  b e  p erfo rm ed  a t  a ll co sts an d  w ith o u t d e lay , su ch  as  th e  d efen se  o f  fam ily  o r  co u n try ; a re  w e  n o t to o  

aw are  o f  o u r  w eak n ess, o u r  p o w erlessn ess  to  p ro ceed  to  ac tio n ?  W h at  is  th en  n eed ed  is ac tio n , n o t w o rd s . 

W h o , th en , w ill e ffec t  th e  transitio n  fro m  p o ten cy  to  ac t, if  n o t  H e  an d  H e a lo n e  w h o  h as  g iv en  u s  th e  

facu lty  to  w ill an d  is ab le  to  m o v e  th e  w ill, see in g  th a t  H e is m o re  in tim a te ly p resen t to  it th an  it is to  itse lf?

S im ilarly , th e  first ac t o f  o u r  in te llec t, w h eth er  it b e  w h en  w e  co m e  to  th e  ag e  o f  reaso n  o r  w h en  w e  w ak e  

in  th e  m o rn in g , p resu p p o ses a  firs t im p u lse  g iv en  to  it b y  th e  su p rem e  in te llec t, w ith o u t w h o se  co n cu rren ce  

w e  co u ld  n o t  th in k  a t a ll. T h is im p u lse , b y  m an y  u n p erce iv ed , b eco m es  a t  tim es s trik in g ly  ap p aren t  o n  

th o se  o ccasio n s  k n o w n  as  fla sh es  o f  g en iu s . E v en  th e  m an  o f  g en iu s m ere ly  p artic ip a tes in  in te llec tu a l life . 

H e h as  a  p art  in  it, an d  ev ery th in g  th a t is b y  p artic ip a tio n  is d ep en d en t o n  th a t w h ich  ex ists  o f  itse lf  an d  n o t 

th ro u g h  an o th e r.

Is  n o t  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  th e  firs t m o v er  o f  in te llec ts fo rc ib ly  b ro u g h t  h o m e  to  u s  w h en , a fte r  fa iling  to  see  

w h ere  o u r  d u ty  lie s, w e  re tire  w ith in  o u rse lv es  an d  th e re  ev en tu a lly  g e t en lig h ten m en t? H o w  h av e  w e  

p assed  fro m  p o ten cy  to  ac t  if  n o t  b y  th e  assis tan ce  o f  H im  w h o  h as  g iv en  u s  in te llig en ce an d  w h o  a lo n e  can  

en rich  it w ith  n ew  lig h t?

T h e  firs t m o ver, th e re fo re , is n o t in  p o ten tia lity fo r  fu rth e r  p erfec tio n . H e  is p u re  ac t w ith o u t an y  ad m ix tu re  

o f  im p erfec tio n . C o n seq u en tly , H e is rea lly an d  essen tia lly  d is tin c t fro m  ev ery ' lim ited  m in d , w h eth er  

an g e lic o r  h u m an , th ese  p ass in g  fro m  p o ten cy  to  ac t, fro m  ig no ran ce  to  k n o w led g e . H ere  ag a in  w e  h av e  a  

re fu ta tio n  o f  p an the ism .

Is  th e  first m o v er  o f  co rp o rea l  an d  sp iritu a l b e in g s n ecessa rily  sp iritu a l?

T o  m o v e  in te llec ts an d  w ills w ith o u t d o in g  v io len ce  to  th em , ev id en tly  th e m o v er  m u st  b e  sp iritu a l. T h e  

g rea te r  d o es n o t  co m e  fro m  th e  le ss.

B u t ev en  th e  firs t m o v er  o f  co rp o rea l  b e in g s m u st b e  sp iritu a l, fo r, as  w e  h av e  seen , It m u st b e  im m o b ile  in  

th e  sen se  th a t  It  is its o w n  ac tio n , its o w n  b e ing . T h is can n o t  b e  tru e  o f  an y th in g  co rp o rea l; a ll b o d ies a re  

m o b ile ; m atte r  is in  p erp e tu al m o tio n .

E v en  if  p rim e  m atte r  is su p p o sed  to  b e  en d o w ed  w ith  p rim itiv e essen tia l en erg ies , s till it can n o t as  an  ag en t 

acco u n t  fo r  th e  b e in g  o f  its o w n  ac tio n ; fo r  su ch  an  ag en t m u st  n o t  o n ly  p o ssess  ac tio n  an d  ex is ten ce , it 

m u st  b e  its v ery ' ac tio n , ex is ten ce , an d  co n seq u en tly ' m u st b e  ab so lu te ly  im m o b ile , p o ssess in g  o f  itse lf  a ll 

p erfec tio n  an d  n o t a  ten d en cy  to  it. N o w  m atte r  is fo rev er  in  m o tio n , co n stan tly  acq u irin g  n ew  p erfec tio n s  

o r  fo rm s  an d  lo s in g  o the rs .

T h e  firs t m o ver, th e re fo re , o f  co rp o rea l  an d  sp iritu a l b e in g s m u st  ev id en tly  b e  sp iritu a l. It is o f  H im  th e  

litu rg y ' sp eak s  w h en  it say s: R eru m  D eu s  ten ax  v ig o r, Im m o tu s  in  T e  p erm anen s . (G o d  p o w erfu l  su sta in e r  

o f  a ll tilin g s . T h o u  w h o  d o st rem ain  p erm an en tly  u n m o v ed .)

In  w h at  th en  d o es  th e  im m o b ility o f  th e  su p rem e  m o v er  o f  co rp o rea l  an d  sp iritu a l b e in g s co n sist?  N o t in  th e  

im m o b ility o f  in e rtia , o f  an  in e rt b o d y , fo r  th a t is in fe rio r  to  m o tion . It  is th e  im m o bility o f  su p rem e  

ac tiv ity , w h ich  h as  n o th in g  to  g a in , b ecau se  o f  itse lf  an d  fro m  th e  firs t it p o ssesses  a ll  th a t it is p o ssib le  fo r  

it to  p o ssess  an d  is ab le  to  co m m u n ica te  th at  ab u n d an ce  ex te rn a lly . O n b o ard  sh ip  th e  sa ilo rs p ass  to  an d  fro  

a t  th e ir d u tie s , b u t  is it n o t  th e  cap ta in  w h o  d irec ts  th em  to  ac tio n  b y  th e  sp iritu a l ac tiv ity  o f  h is in te llec t an d  

w ill, s tan d in g  im m o v ab le o n  th e  b rid g e?  T here  is fa r  m o re  v ita lity ' in  th e  s tead fast co n tem p la tio n  o f  tru th  

th an  in  m ere  co m m o tio n .



T h e  im m o b ility o f  th e  firs t m o v er  is n o t  th e  im m o b ility o f  th e  s to n e , b u t  th e  im m o b ility th a t ch arac te rizes  

th e  co n tem p la tio n  an d  lo v e  o f  th e  su p rem e  g o o d .

T h e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  th e  s u p r e m e  m o v e r

S in ce  th e  firs t m o v er  is  p u re  ac t  w ith  n o  ad m ix tu re  o f  th e  im p erfectio n  o f  p o ten tia lity , it fo llo w s  th a t  H e is  

in  n o  w ay  p erfectib le . H e  is in fin ite ly p erfec t, p u re  b e in g , th e  p u re  an d  ev er  ac tu al  in te llec tion  o f  su p rem e  

tru th , th e  p u re  an d  ev er ac tu a l  lo v e o f  th e  fu lln ess o f  b e in g  ev er ac tu a lly  lo v ed .

H e is o m n ip resen t, b ecau se  to  m o v e  a ll b e in g s w h eth er  sp iritu a l o r  co rp o rea l, H e  m u st  b e  p resen t, s in ce  

th ese  b e in g s d o  n o t  m o v e  th em se lv es , b u t  a re  m o v ed  b y  H im .

H e is e te rn a l, fo r  H e  h as  a lw ay s  b y  an d  o f  H im se lf a ll H is b e ing  an d  a ll H is ac tio n  o f  th o u gh t  an d  lo v e . In  

o n e  im m o b ile  in s tan t tran scen d in g  tim e , H e  p o ssesses  H is life s im u ltan eo u sly  in  a ll its co m p le ten ess . W h en  

th e  w o rld  w as  c rea ted , th e  c reativ e  ac t  d id  n o t  co m m en ce  in  G o d , fo r  it is e te rn a l; b u t  it p ro d u ced  its e ffec t 

in  tim e  a t th e  d esired  m o m en t  fix ed  fro m  a ll e te rn ity .

T h e  firs t m o ver  is u n iq u e: fo r  p u re  ac t  d o es  n o t  rece iv e  ex is ten ce , it is ex is ten ce ; it is  b e in g  itse lf , w h ich  

can n o t  b e  m u ltip lied . W ere  th e re  tw o  firs t m o v ers , s in ce  o n e  w o u ld  n o t  b e  th e  o th e r, each  w o u ld  b e  lim ited  

an d  im p erfec t an d  w o u ld  n o  lo n g er  b e  p u re  ac t  an d  b e in g  itse lf .

M o reo v er  th e  cap ac ity  o f  a  seco n d  p u re  ac t  co u ld  b e  n o th in g  m o re  th an  th e  first, an d  w o u ld  b e  su p erflu o u s  : 

C o u ld  th e re  b e  an y th in g  m o re  ab su rd  th an  a  su p erflu o u s  G o d ?

If  su ch  b e  th e  case , if  th e re  is an  ac tu a lly  ex is tin g  firs t m o v er  o f  co rp o rea l  an d  sp iritu a l b e in g s, w h at 

p rac tica l  co n c lusio ns a re  to  b e  d raw n  fro m  it?

In  th e  firs t  p lace  w e  m u st  lea rn  to  d is tin g u ish  in  life b e tw een  th e  im m o b ility o f  in e rtia  an d  th e  im m o b ility  

o f  h ig h er ac tiv itie s. T h e  im m o b ility o f  in e rtia  o r  o f  d ea th  is in fe rio r to  m o tio n . T h e  im m o b ility th a t 

ch arac te rizes  th e  co n tem p la tio n  an d  lo v e  o f  G o d  is su p erio r  to  th e  m o v em en t  it m ay  p ro d u ce  b y  d irec tin g  

an d  v iv ify in g  it.

In s tead  o f  d issip a tin g  o u r  life in  m ere  co m m o tio n , le t u s  en d eav o r  to  reco llec t it so  th a t o u r  ac tiv ity  m ay  b e  

m o re  p ro fo u n d , m o re  co n sis ten t an d  la s tin g , an d  d irec ted  to  e te rn ity .

S eco n d ly , le t u s  freq u en tly  estab lish  a  co n tac t in  th e  su m m it o f  o u r  so u l w ith  th e  firs t m o v er  o f  co rp o rea l 

an d  sp iritu a l b e in gs , w h o  is n o n e  o th e r  th an  th e  liv in g G o d . au th o r  n o t o n ly  o f  th e  so u l  an d  its n a tu ra l ac ts, 

b u t o f  g race  a lso  an d  sa lv a tio n .

L et u s  m ak e  th is co n tac t o n  w ak in g  in  th e  m o rn in g , fo r  th en  w e  receiv e  w ith in  u s  th a t  im p u lse  fro m  G o d  

th a t s tirs  u s  to  ac tio n . In s tead  o f  g o in g  astray  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  d ay , le t u s  w elco m e  th is  firs t im p u lse  

b y  re sp o nd in g  to  it.

L et u s in  th e  co u rse  o f  th e  d ay  re su m e  th is co n tac t  w  ith  H im  w h o  is  th e  au th o r  o f  life , w h o  w as  n o t co n ten t 

m ere ly  to  u rg e  u s  in  th e  p ast, o r  m erely  to  se t u s in  m o tio n  a t th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  d ay . b u t is ev er  

su sta in ing  u s  an d  ac tua liz in g  o u r  v o lu n ta ry  ac tio n s— ev en  th e  frees t  o f  th em — in  a ll th e ir rea lity an d  

g o o d n ess , ev il o n ly  ex cep ted .

B efo re  ly in g  d o w n  to  re s t, le t  u s  ren ew  th is co n tac t, an d  a ll th a t so u n d  p h ilo so p h y  h as  ju s t to ld  u s  ab o u t  th e  

firs t m o v er  o f  co rp o rea l  an d  sp iritu a l b e in g s w ill ap p ear  tran sfig u red , tran sp o rted  to  a  h ig h er  p lan e , in  th e  

O u r  F a th e r.



"T hy  k in g d o m  co m e": th e  k in g d o m  o f  th e  su p rem e  in te llec t, b y  w h o m  a ll o th e r  in te llec ts a re  d irected ."  T h y  

w ill b e  d o n e": th a t w ill to  w h ich  ev ery  o th e r  w ill m u st  b e  su b jec ted  if  it is to  a tta in  to  its tru e  en d .

"L ead  u s  n o t in to  tem p tatio n , " b u t su sta in  u s  b y  T h y  s tren g th ; m ain ta in  o u r  in te llec t in  tru th  an d  o u r  w ill in  

th e  g o o d . T h en  w e  sh a ll h av e  an  ev en  d eep er in s ig h t in to  th e  m ean in g  o f  th o se  w o rd s  o f  S t. P au l  sp o k en  in  

th e  A reo p ag u s (A c ts 1 7 :2 4 ) : "G o d . w h o  m ad e  th e  w o rld  an d  a ll tilin g s th e re in ... h a th  m ad e  o f  o n e  a ll 

m an k in d . .. th a t th ey  sh o u ld  seek  G o d . if  h ap p ily th ey  m ay  fee l a fte r  H im  o r  fin d  H im . a lth o u g h  H e b e  n o t 

fa r  fro m  ev ery  o n e  o f  u s. F o r  in  H im  w e  liv e an d  m o v e  an d  a re .  " In  H im  w e  h av e  o u r  b e in g — n o t n a tu ra l 

b e in g  o n ly , b u t  th e  su p ern a tu ra l  b e in g  o f  g race  w h ich  is  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  e te rn al life . O f  th is su p rem e  

m o v er, th e  so u rce  fro m  w h ich  th e  life  o f  c rea tion  p ro ceed s  w e  h av e  b een  ab le to  sp eak  o n ly  in  an  ab strac t  

an d  v ery  im p erfec t m an n er. It is  H e  w h o m  w e  m u st see  face  to  face  w h en  w e  co m e  to  th e  en d  o f  o u r  

jo u rn ey  an d  reach  e te rn ity .

2 ,  T h e  O r d e r  I n  T h e  U n iv e r s e ,  A n d  P r o v id e n c e

T h e  g en era l p ro o f  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d — th a t th e  g rea te r  can n o t co m e  fro m  th e  le ss— w e  h av e  m ad e  

m o re  p rec ise  b y  an  ex am in a tio n  o f  m o tio n . W e  h av e  seen  h o w  a ll m o tio n , co rp o rea l  o r  sp iritu a l, req u ires  a  

m o v er, an d  in  th e  la st re so rt a  su p rem e  m o v er; fo r  in  a  se rie s o f  ac tu a lly su b o rd in a ted  cau ses (fo r  in s tan ce, 

in  th e  se rie s  : th e  ea rth  a ttrac ted  b y  th e  su n . th e  su n  b y  a  m o re  d is tan t cen te r), w e  m u st  ev en tu a lly  a rriv e  a t a  

su p rem e  m o ver  w h o  d o es  n o t req u ire  to  b e  p rev io u sly  m o v ed , w h o  m u st  th e re fo re  p o ssess  ac tiv ity  o f  

H im se lf if  H e is to  co n fe r  it u p o n  o th e rs. T h a t is . H e  m u st  b e  H is ac tio n  in s tead  o f  m erely  rece iv in g  it. H e  

ac ts  w itho u t its  b e in g  g iv en  H im  to  ac t. A n d as  ac tio n  p resu pp o ses  b e ing , an d  th e  m o d e  o f  ac tio n  fo llo w s  

u p o n  th e  m o d e  o f  b e ing , th e  su p rem e  m o v er  o f  co rp o rea l  an d  sp iritu a l b e in gs , to  b e  H is ac tio n , m u st a lso  b e  

b e in g  itse lf , acco rd in g  to  th e  S crip tu ra l  ex p ressio n : "I am  w h o  am ."

W e  m u st n o w  sp eak  o f  a  p ro o f  th a t estab lish es  a t o n ce  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d  an d  H is p ro v id en ce— th a t 

b ased  o n  th e  o rd er  p rev a ilin g  in  th e  w o rld . O f  a ll th e  p ro o fs  fo r  G o d 's  ex is ten ce , it is th e  m o st p o p u la r.  

E asily access ib le  to  co m m o n sen se  reaso n , it is su scep tib le  o f  g rea te r  p en e tra tio n  b y  p h ilo so p h ica l reaso n : 

an d  w h en  it is ap p lied  fro m  th e  p h y sica l  to  th e  m o ra l o rd er  it m ay  lead  to  th e  m o st su b lim e  co n tem p la tio n . 

W e  fin d  it ex p ressed  in  P sa lm  1 8 : 2 : "T h e  h eav en s sh o w  fo rth  th e  g lo ry o f  G o d : an d  th e  firm am en t 

d ec la re th  th e  w o rk  o f  H is h an d s."

T h e  fa c t :  th e  o r d e r  p r e v a il in g  in  th e  u n iv e r s e

T h e  fac t is th is , th a t in n a tu re , in  th o se  tilin g s  th a t lack  in te llig en ce , w e  h av e  an  ad m irab le o rd erin g  o f  

m ean s  to  en d s ."  T h is is ev id en t, " say s S t. T h o m as, "s in ce  th o se  tilin g s  w h ich  lack  in te llig en ce— th e  

h eav en ly  b o d ies , p lan ts an d  an im als— ac t a lw ay s, o r  a t leas t n early  a lw ay s, in  su ch  a  w ay  as  to  p ro d u ce  

w h at is b est"  (la . q . 2 . a . 3 ).

F in a lity an d  o rd er  a re  ap p aren t in  th e  u n iv e rsa l a ttrac tio n  b e tw een  b o d ies . T h e  p u rp o se  o f  th is a ttrac tio n  is  

th e  co h esio n  o f  th e  u n iv e rse . It is seen  in  th e  tran sla tio n a l m o tio n  o f  th e  su n  th ro u g h  sp ace , ca rry in g  w ith  it 

its en tire  sy stem . It is ag a in  seen  in  th e  tw o fo ld  m o tio n  o f  th e  ea rth — th e  ro ta tio n  ab o u t its ax is ev ery  

tw en ty -fo u r  h o u rs , w h ich  is  th e  cau se  o f  d ay  an d  n ig h t, an d  its rev o lu tio n  ro u n d  th e  su n  in  th ree  h u n d red  

an d  s ix ty -five  d ay s , w h ich  is  th e  cau se  o f  th e  seaso n s. In  th is co n stan t reg u la rity  o f  th e  h eav en ly  b o d ies in  

th e ir co u rses, w e  h av e  an  o b v io u s  in s tan ce  o f  m ean s  d irected  to  an  en d . as  th e  g rea tes t astro n o m ers  

d ec lared , rap t as  th ey  w ere  in  ad m ira tion  fo r  th e  law s  th a t th ey  d isco v ered . A n d  m an y  g o o d  tilin g s  in  th is  

w o rld  w o u ld  n o t  b e  rea lized  w ith o u t th e  d ifferen ce  o f  d ay  an d  n ig h t an d  th e  d is tin c tio n  o f  seaso n s, so  

n ecessa ry  fo r  th e  g erm in a tio n  o f  p lan ts an d  th e ir d ev e lo p m en t.

If  w e  ascen d  a  little h ig h er an d  co n sid e r  th e  p lan t o rg an ism , w e  see  h o w  ad m irab ly  its  a rran g em en t en ab les  

it to  u se  th e  m o istu re  an d  tran sfo rm  it in to  sap , in  a  w o rd , to  n o u rish  an d  rep ro d u ce  itse lf  in  a  reg u la r an d  



co n stan t  m an ner. If  w e  b u t  co n sid e r  a  g ra in  o f  w h ea t  p u t in to  th e  g ro u n d , w e  see  th a t its p u rp o se  is  to  

p ro d u ce  an  ea r  o f  w h ea t, n o t o f  b arley  o r  rice .

W e  h av e  o n ly to  co n sid e r  an  o ak  to  see  th e  u tility o f  its ro o ts  an d  sap  fo r  th e  life  o f  its  b ran ch es  an d  fo liag e . 

W e  h av e  o n ly to  ex am in e  th e  co llec tiv e  o rg an s  o f  a  flo w er  to  see  th a t  th ey  a ll co n cu r  in  th e  fo rm atio n  o f  the  

fru it w h ich  th e  flo w er  is in ten d ed  to  p ro d u ce— a  ch erry , fo r  in s tan ce, o r  an  o ran g e . A p articu la r  flo w er  is  

in ten d ed  to  p ro d u ce  a  p articu la r  fru it an d  n o  o th e r. H o w  is it p o ssib le  n o t  to  see  in  th is fo rm atio n  a  

d esig n in g  id ea?

If  w e  ascen d  s till h ig h er an d  co n sid e r  th e  an im al o rg an ism , w h eth er  in  its lo w er  o r  h ig h er  fo rm s, w e  see  

th a t as  a  w h o le  it is ad ap ted  fo r  th e  an im al's n o u rish m en t, re sp ira tio n , an d  rep ro d u c tio n . T h e  h eart m ak es  

th e  red  b lo o d  c ircu la te  th ro ug h o u t  th e  o rg an ism  fo r  its n o u rish m en t; th en  th e  d ark  b lo o d  ch arg ed  w ith  

ca rb o n ic  ac id  is ag a in  tran sfo rm ed  in to  red  b y  co n tac t in  th e  lu n g s  w ith  th e  o x y g en  o f  th e  a ir. O b v io u sly the  

h eart  an d  lu n g s  a re  fo r  th e  p rese rv a tio n  o f  an im als an d  m en .

C erta in  p arts  o f  th e  an im al o rg an ism  a re  tru ly  m arv e lo u s . T h e  jo in ts o f  th e  fo o t  a re  so  m ad e  as  to  ad ap t 

th em se lv es  to  ev en p o sitio n  in  w alk in g , an d  th o se  o f  th e  h an d  a re  su ited  to  a  g rea t  v arie ty  o f  m o v em en ts. 

A  b ird 's  w in g s  a re  ad ap ted  fo r  flig h t fa r  b e tte r  th an  is  th e  b est a irp lan e . T h e  sm alles t ce ll, w h ich  is re la ted  to  

th o u san d s  o f  o th e rs, is a  m aste rp iece  in  itse lf . O f  p articu la r  b eau ty  is th e  h arm o nio us  a rran g em en t o f  th e  

m an y  p arts  o f  th e  ea r. fo r  th e  p ercep tio n  o f  so u nd ; an d  ag a in , th e  v ery  co m p lex  s tru c tu re  o f  th e  ey e , in  

w h ich  th e  ac t  o f  v is io n  p resu pp o ses  th irteen  co n d itio n s , each  o f  th ese  ag a in  p resu p p osin g  v ery  m an y  m o re , 

a ll o f  th em  ad ap ted  to  th is s im p le ac t  o f  v is io n . In  th e  ey e  w e  h av e  an  in stan ce  o f  an  am az in g  n u m b er  o f  

m ean s  ad ap ted  to  o n e  an d  th e  sam e  en d , an d  th is o rg an  is fo rm ed  in  su ch  a  w ay  as  to  p ro d u ce  a lw  ay s , o r  

u su a lly a t  an y  ra te , w h at  is  b est.

If  n o w  w e  co n side r  th e  in s tin c tiv e  ac tiv ity  o f  an im als , esp ec ia lly  su ch  as  b ees, w e  m eet w ith  fre sh  m arv e ls. 

It  w o u ld  req u ire  th e  g en iu s o f  a  m ath em atician  to  in v en t an d  co n stru c t a  b ee-h iv e ; an d  n o  ch em ist h as  y e t 

su cceed ed  in  m ak in g  h o n ey  fro m  th e  n ec ta r  o f  a  flo w er. Y et th e  b ee  is o b v io u sly  n o t itse lf  in te llig en t: it 

n ev er  v aries its w o rk  o r  m ak es  an y  im p ro v em en t. F ro m  th e  v ery  b eg in n in g  its n a tu ra l in s tin c t  h as  

d e te rm in ed  it to  p erfo rm  its  ta sk  in  th e  sam e  w ay , an d  it w ill co n tin u e  to  d o  so  fo rev er, w ith o u t in  an y  w ay  

b ring in g  it to  p erfec tio n . O n  th e  co n trary , m an is  co n tin u a lly  p erfec tin g  th e  im p lem en ts o f  h is in v en tio n  

b ecau se , th ro u g h  h is in te llig en ce , h e  reco g n izes  th e ir  p u rp o se . T h e  b ee , to o , w o rk s  w ith  an  en d  in  v iew , b u t  

u n co n sc io u sly ; y e t  it w o rk s  in  a  w ay  th a t  ex c ite s o u r  ad m ira tio n .

S h a ll it b e  sa id  th a t  th is  w o n d erfu l  o rd er  in  th e  h eav en ly  b o d ies , in  v eg e tab le  an d  an im al o rg an ism s, in  th e  

in s tin c t  o f  an im als , is  th e  e ffec t  o f  a  h ap p y  ch an ce?  W h at  h ap p en s  fo rtu n ate ly  b y  ch an ce  is n o t  o f  reg u la r o r  

ev en  freq u en t o ccu rren ce , b u t  ex trem ely  ra re . It  is  b y  ch an ce  th a t  a  tr ip o d , w h en  th ro w n  in to  th e  a ir, fa lls o n  

its th ree  fee t; b u t  th is ra re ly  h ap p en s . It is  b y  ch an ce  th a t a  m an  d ig g in g  a  g rav e  fin d s  a  treasu re ; b u t it is an  

u n u su al  th in g . O n  th e  co n tra ry , th e  w o n d erfu l  o rd er  w e  h av e  b een  co n sid e rin g  as  p rev a ilin g  in  n a tu re  is an  

o rd er  o f  fix ed  u n ch an g eab le  law s, w h ich  a re  a lw ay s ap p licab le . It  is a  co n stan t  h arm o ny  an d , as it w ere , the  

p erp e tu al sy m p h o n y  o f  th e  u n iv e rse  fo r  th o se  w h o  can  h ear  it, th a t is , fo r  g rea t a rtists  an d  th in k ers  an d  fo r  

th e  s im p le , to  w h o m  n a tu re  sp eak s  o f  G o d .

S h a ll it b e  sa id  th a t, am id  a  la rg e  n u m b er  o f  u se less  o rg an ism s, a  fo rtun a te  ch an ce  h as  fo rm ed  a  se lec t few  

cap ab le  o f  rece iv in g  life , w ith  th e  re su lt  th a t th ese  h av e  b een  p rese rv ed  w h ile  th e  u se less  o n es  h av e  

d isap p eared ?  S u ch  is  th e  ev o lu tion ist th eo ry  o f  th e  su rv iv a l o f  th e  fitte st. B u t th is  w o u ld  b e  tan tam o u n t to  

say in g  th a t ch an ce  is  th e  firs t cau se  o f  th e  h arm o n y  p rev a ilin g  in  th e  u n iv e rse  an d  a ll its  p arts , an d  th a t, 

su re ly , is im p o ssib le . T o  b e  co n v in ced  o f  th is, w e  n eed  o n ly  re flec t o n  w h at  is m ean t  b y  ch an ce . C h an ce  

an d  its e ffec t a re  so m eth in g  acc id en ta l; it is acc id en ta l  fo r  th e  tr ip o d , w h en  th ro w n  in to  th e  a ir, to  fa ll o n  its  

th ree  fee t; it is acc id en ta l  fo r  th e  g rav ed ig g er to  fin d  a  treasu re . N o w  th e  acc id en ta l  p resu pp o ses  th e  n o n 

acc id en ta l, th e  essen tia l, th e  n a tu ra l as  th e  accesso ry  p resu p p o ses  th e  p rin c ip a l.



W ere  th e re  n o  n a tu ra l law  o f  g rav ita tio n , th e  tr ip o d  w o u ld  n o t, w h en  th ro w n  in to  th e  a ir, fa ll acc id en ta lly o n  

its th ree  fee t. If  th e  m an  w h o  acc id en ta lly  fin d s  a  treasu re  h ad  n o t  h ad  th e  in ten tio n  o f  d ig g in g  th e  g rav e  a t 

th a t  p articu la r sp o t, th is acc id en ta l  e ffec t  w o u ld  n o t  h av e  co m e  ab o u t.

C h an ce  is s im p ly  th e  acc id en ta l  co n curren ce  o f  tw o  ac tio n s  th a t a re  th em se lv es n o t acc id en ta l  b u t 

in ten tio n a l, in ten tio n a l a t leas t in  th e  sen se  th a t  th ey  h av e  an  u n co n sc io u s n a tu ra l  ten d en cy .

T o  say , th e re fo re , th a t ch an ce  is  th e  firs t cause  o f  o rd er  in  th e  w o rld  is  to  ex p la in  th e  essen tia l b y  th e  

acc id en ta l, th e  p rim ary  b y  th e  accesso ry ; it im p lies as  a  co n seq u en ce  th e  d estru c tio n  o f  th e  essen tia l  an d  the  

n a tu ral, th e  d estru c tio n  o f  a ll n a tu re  an d  o f  a ll n a tu ra l law . T h ere  w o u ld  n o  lo n g er  b e  an y th in g  b u t  

fo rtu ito u s  en co u n te rs, w ith  n o th in g  to  en co u n te r o r  b e  en co u n te red — w h ich  is ab su rd . It  is eq u iva len t to  

say in g  th a t  th e  w o n d erfu l  o rd er  in  th e  u n iv e rse  is th e  o u tco m e  o f  d iso rd e r, o f  th e  ab sen ce  o f  o rd er, o f  ch ao s,  

w ith o u t cau se  o f  an y  k in d : th a t  th e  in te llig ib le is th e  o u tco m e  o f  th e  u n in te llig ib le  : th a t b ra in  an d  

in te llig en ce a re  th e  re su lt  o f  a  m ate ria l, b lin d  fa ta lity . O n ce  ag a in  it is to  asse rt  th a t  th e  g rea te r  co m es  fro m  

th e  le ss, th e  m o re  p erfec t  fro m  th e  le ss  p erfec t. T h a t is  th e  su b stitu tio n , in d eed , o f  ab su rd ity  fo r  th e  m y ste ry  

o f  c rea tio n , a  m y stery  th a t h as  its o b scu ritie s, b u t  th a t is p la in ly in  co n fo rm ity  w ith  rig h t reaso n .

T h e  fac t, th en , th a t co n stitu tes th e  s ta rtin g -p o in t o f  o u r  p ro o f  h o ld s  g o o d : n am ely , th e re  is o rd er  an d  fin a lity  

in  th e  w o rld , th a t is , m ean s  o rd ered  to  ce rta in  en d s; fo r  b e in g s  w ith o u t in te llig en ce , su ch  as  p lan ts an d  

an im als , a lw ay s  o r  n early  a lw ay s  ac t  so  as  to  p ro d u ce  w h at  is  b est. U n iv ersa l a ttrac tio n  is fo r  th e  co h esio n  

o f  th e  u n ive rse , th e  seed  o f  a  g ra in  o f  w h ea t  fo r  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e  ea r, a  flo w er  fo r  th e  fru it, th e  fo o t  o f  

an  an im al fo r  w alk in g , th e  w in g s  o f  a  b ird  fo r  fly in g , th e  lu n g s fo r  b rea th in g , th e  ea r  fo r  h earing , th e  ey e  fo r  

see in g . T h e  ex is ten ce  o f  fin a lity is an  u n d en iab le  fac t, as  ev en  th e  p o sitiv is t S tu art  M ill ad m its .

M o re  th an  th is  : n o t o n ly  is it a  fac t  th a t ev ery  n a tu ra l ag en t ac ts  fo r  so m e  en d , b u t  it  can n o t  b e  o th e rw ise . 

E v ery  ag en t  m u st  ac t  fo r  so m e  p u rp o se  s in ce, fo r  th e  ag en t, to  ac t  is  to  ten d  to  so m eth in g  d e te rm in a te  an d  

ap p ro p ria te  to  itse lf , th a t is , to  an  en d . If  the  ag en t d id  n o t  ac t  fo r  so m e  d e te rm in a te  en d , n e ith e r w o u ld  it 

p ro d u ce  an y th in g  d e te rm in a te , o n e  th in g  ra the r  th an  an o th e r; th e re  w o u ld  b e  n o  reason  w h y  th e  ey e  sh o u ld  

see  ra th er  th an  h ear, w h y  th e  ea r sh o u ld  h ear  ra th er  th an  see . (C f. S t. T h o m as, Ia  IIae , q . 1 , a . 2 .)

P erh ap s  th e  o b jec tio n  m ay  b e  ra ised , th a t  w e  d o  n o t see  fo r  w h at  u se fu l  p u rp o se  th e  v ip e r  an d  o th e r  h arm fu l 

an im als ex is t. T ru e , th e  ex te rn a l fin a lity o f  ce rta in  b e in g s d o es  freq u en tly  escap e  u s, b u t  th e ir  in te rn a l 

fin a lity is  p la in en o u g h . W e  a re  q u ite  ab le  to  see  th a t  th e  v ip e r's  o rg an s se rv e  fo r  its n u tritio n  an d  

p rese rv a tio n . Its  p o iso n o u s  e ffec t  u p o n  u s  in d uces  u s  to  b e  o n  o u r  g u ard , an d  rem in d s  u s  th a t w e  a re  n o t 

in v u ln e rab le , th a t w e  a re  n o t  g o d s. F a ith  te lls u s  th a t, h ad  m an  n o t s in n ed , th e  se rp en t  w o u ld  n o t  h av e  

b eco m e  h arm fu l  to  h im . In  sp ite  o f  o b scu ritie s  an d  sh ad o w s, th e re  is lig h t en o u g h  fo r  th o se  w h o  a re  w illin g  

to  see .

T h e  m ate ria lis ts say  th e re  is as m u ch  h ea t o r  m o tio n  o r  ca lo rific en erg y  in  a  k e ttle as in  a  g ie r-eag le . R u sk in  

re to rts:

V ery  g o o d ; th a t is so , b u t  fo r  u s  p a in te rs , th e  p rim ary  co g n izab le fac ts , in  th e  tw o  th in g s, a re , th a t  th e  k e ttle  

h as  a  sp o u t, an d  th e  eag le  a  b eak ; th e  o n e  a  lid  o n  its  b ack , th e  o th e r  a  p a ir o f  w in g s;... th e  k e ttle  ch o o ses  to  

s it s till o n  th e  h o b ; th e  eag le to  rec lin e o n  th e  a ir. It  is th e  fac t  o f  th e  ch o ice , n o t  th e  eq u a l d eg ree  o f  

tem p era tu re  in  th e  fu lfilm en t o f  it, w h ich  ap p ears  to  u s  th e  m o re  in te restin g  c ircu m stan ce  (T h e  E th ics o f  th e  

D u st, L ee t. X ).

T h e  m ate ria list d o es  n o t  p erce iv e  th a t  w in g s  a re  fo r  fly in g , th e  ey e  fo r  see ing ; h e  w ill n o t  reco g n ize  th e  

v a lu e o f  fin a lity o f  th e  ey e . Y et, if  h e  fee ls th a t  h e  is lo s in g  h is s ig h t, h e  g o es  to  th e  o cu list  lik e th e  re s t  o f  

m en , an d  th a t is a t an y  ra te  a  p rac tica l  reco g n itio n  o f  th e  fac t  th a t ey es  w ere  m ad e  to  see  w ith .

F o r  th o se  w h o  a re  w illin g  to  see, th e re  is lig h t en o u g h  in  sp ite  o f  o b scu ritie s an d  sh ad o w s. T h e  fin a lity  o f  

n a tu re  is an  ev id en t fac t, n o t  fo r  o u r  sen ses o f  co u rse,— fo rth ese  g e t  n o  fa rth e r  th an  th e  sen sib le  



p h en o m en a— b u t fo r  o u r  in te llec t, w h ich  is m ad e  to  g rasp  th e  ra iso n  d 'ê tre  o f  th in g s . F o r  th e  in te llec t, 

o b v io u sly  th e  ey e  is fo r  see ing , th e  ea r  fo r  h earin g .

A  m e a n s  c a n n o t  b e  d ir e c te d  to  a n  e n d  e x c e p t  b y  a n  in te ll ig e n t  d e s ig n e r

F ro m  th e  fac t  th a t th e re  is o rd er  in  th e  w o rld , h o w  a re  w e  to  ascen d  to  th e  ce rta in  tru th  o f  G o d 's  ex is ten ce?  

B y m ean s  o f  th e  p rin c ip le th a t  b e in g s w ith o u t in te llig en ce can  ten d  to  an  en d  o n ly  w h en  d irec ted  to  it b y  an  

in te llig en t cau se , as  th e  a rro w  is d irected  b y  th e  a rch er. M o re  s im p ly , a  m ean s  can n o t  b e  d irected  to  an  en d  

ex cep t  b y  an  in te llig en t d esig n er.

W h y  is th is  ?  B ecau se  th e  en d , w h ic  h  d e te rm ines  th e  ten d en cy  an d  th e  m ean s, is n o n e  o th e r  th an  th e  e ffec t 

to  b e  rea lized  in  th e  fu tu re . B u t a  fu tu re  e ffec t, w h ich  as  y e t h as  n o  ac tu al  ex is ten ce , m u st, to  d e te rm in e  th e  

ten d ency , b e  in  so m e  w ay  a lread y  p resen t, an d  th is is  p o ssib le  o n ly in  a  co g n itiv e  b e ing .

If  n o b o d y  h as  ev er  k n o w n  th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  ey e . w e  can n o t say  th a t it is m ad e  to  see  w ith . If  n o b o d y  h as  

ev er  k n o w n  th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  b ee 's  ac tiv ity , w e  can n o t say  th a t it is fo r  m ak in g  h o n ey . If  n o b o d y  h as  ev er  

k n o w n  th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  lu n g 's  ac tio n , w e  can n o t say  th a t it is fo r  th e  ren ew al  o f  th e  b lo o d  b y  co n tac t w ith  

th e  o x y g en  o f  th e  a ir.

B u t w h y  m u st  th e re  b e  an  in te llig en t d esig n er?  W h y  d o es  n o t  th e  im ag in a tio n su ffice?  B ecau se  o n ly  th e  

in te llec t k n o w s  th e  ra iso n  d 'ê tre  o f  th in g s  an d  co n seq u en tly  th e  p u rp ose , w h ich  is  th e  ra iso n  d 'ê tre  o f  th e  

m ean s. O n ly  an  in te llec t can  see  th a t th e  w ing s  o f  a  b ird  a re  m ad e  fo r  fly in g  an d  th e  fo o t  fo r  w alk in g ; o n ly  

an  in te llec t co u ld  h av e  d esig n ed  w in g s  fo r  fix in g . th e  fo o t  fo r  w alk in g , th e  ea r  fo r  h earing , e tc .

T h e  sw a llo w  co llec tin g  s traw s  to  m ak e  its n est d o es so  w ith o u t p erce iv in g  th a t  th e  b u ild in g o f  th e  n est is  

th e  ra iso n  d 'ê tre  o f  th e  ac tio n  it p erfo rm s. T h e  b ee . as  it g a th e rs  th e  n ec ta r  fro m  th e  flo w er, d o es  n o t  k n o w  

th a t th e  h o n ey  is th e  ra iso n  d 'ê tre  o f  its g a th e rin g . It is th e  in te llec t a lo n e  th a t reach es  b ey o n d  m ere  co lo r  o r  

so u n d  d o w n  to  th e  b e in g  an d  th e  ra iso n  d 'ê tre  o f  tilin g s.

O n ly  an  in te llig en t d esign er  can  h av e  d irec ted  m ean s  to  an  en d ; o th e rw ise  w e  w o u ld  h av e  to  say  th a t  th e  

g rea te r  co m es  fro m  th e  le ss , o rd er  fro m  d iso rd e r.

B u t w h y  is an  in fin ite in te llec t n ecessa ry , o n e  s tric tly  d iv in e?  W h y , ask s  K an t, sh o u ld  n o t a  lim ited  

in te llec t, lik e  th a t o f  th e  an g e ls , b e  su ffic ien t  to  ex p la in  th e  o rd er  in  th e  u n iv e rse?

It is b ecau se  a  fin ite o r  lim ited  in te llec t w o u ld  n o t  b e  th o u g h t itse lf , in te llec tio n itse lf , tru th  itse lf . N o w  an  

in te llec t th a t is n o t  tru th  itse lf  a lw ay s  k n o w n  is m erely  d irec ted  to  th e  k n o w led ge  o f  th e  tru th ; an d  th is  

p assiv e  p resu pp o ses  an  ac tiv e  d irec tio n , w h ich  can  co m e  o n ly  fro m  th e  su p rem e  in te llec t, w h o  is  th o u g h t 

an d  tru th  itse lf . It  is in  th is sen se  th a t o u r  L o rd  d ec la res  H im se lf to  b e  G o d , w h en  H e  say s: "I am  th e  w ay , 

th e  tru th  an d  th e  life . " H e d o es n o t say  m ere ly , ""I h av e  rece iv ed  tru th , "  b u t, "I am  th e  tru th  an d  th e  life"  

(Jo h n  1 4 : 6 ).

T h is , th e re fo re , is  th e  co n c lu sio n  to  w h ich  o u r  p ro o f  lead s  u s: a  tran scen d en tly  p erfect  in te lligen t d esign er, 

w h o  is tru th  itse lf  an d  co n sequ en tly  b e in g  itse lf , s in ce  th e  tru e  is b e in g  th a t is k n o w n . It is  th e  G o d  o f  th e  

S crip tu res : I  am  w h o  am . It is p ro v id en ce  o r  th e  su p rem e  reaso n  o f  th e  o rd er  in  th in g s,  b y  w h ich  ev ery  

c rea tu re  h as  b een  d irected  to  its o w n  p articu la r  en d  an d  fin a lly to  th e  u ltim a te  en d  o f  th e  u n ive rse , w h ich  is  

th e  m an ifes ta tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e g o o d n ess. T h is is th e  w ay  S t. T h o m as  p u ts  it (la , q . 2 2 , a . 1 ) :

W e  m u st n ecessa rily  su p p o se  a  p ro v id en ce  in  G o d ; fo r, as  w as  p o in ted  o u t ab o v e , w h atev er  g o o d n ess  th e re  

is in  th in g s  h as  b een  c rea ted  b y  H im . N o w  in  c rea ted  tilin g s  n o t o n ly  in  th e ir su b stan ce  is g o o d n ess  to  b e  

fo u n d , b u t  a lso  in  th e ir o rd er  to  so m e  en d , an d  in  p articu la r to  th e  u ltim a te en d . w h ich , as  w e  co n c lu d ed  

ab o v e , is th e  d iv in e g o o d n ess . H en ce  th is g o o d n ess in  o rd er  ap p aren t in  c rea ted  tilin g s  h as  a lso  b een  c rea ted  

b y  G o d . N o w  s in ce  G o d  is th e  cau se  o f  a ll tilin g s  th ro u g h  H is in te llec t, in  w h ich  th e re fo re  th e  co n cep tio n  o f  



ev ery o n e  o f  H is e ffec ts m u st p re -ex is t, th e re  m u st a lso  p re -ex ist in  th e  d iv in e m ind  th e  co n cep tio n  o f  th is  

o rd erin g  o f  tilin g s  to  an  en d . B u t th e  co n cep tio n  o f  th e  o rd er  o f  tilin g s  to  an  en d  is s tric tly  p ro v id en ce.

P ro v id en ce  is th e  co n cep tio n  in  th e  d iv in e in te llec t o f  th e  o rd er  o f  a ll tilin g s to  th e ir en d ; an d  th e  d iv in e  

g o v ern ance , as S t. T h o m as  o b se rv es  (ib id ., ad  2 u m ), is  th e  ex ecu tio n  o f  th a t o rd er.

W e  n o w  u n ders tan d  m o re  fu lly  th e  s ig n ifican ce  o f  th o se  w o rd s  o f  th e  p sa lm : "T h e  h eav en s sh o w  fo rth  th e  

g lo ry  o f  G o d " (P s . 1 8 :2 ). T h e  w o n d erfu l  o rd er  o f  th e  s ta rry  sk ies p ro c la im s  an d  ex to ls  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d . an d  

rev ea ls to  u s H is in fin ite in te llig en ce . T h e  h arm o ny  o f  th e  u n iv e rse  is lik e a  m arv elo u s sy m ph o n y , th e  

sw eetes t an d  m o st e ffec tiv e  ch an t o f  th e  C rea tor. B lessed  a re  th ey  w h o  listen  to  it.

Is  th e re  n o t a  g rea t m o ra l le sso n  in  th is p ro o f  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d  fro m  th e  o rd er  p rev a ilin g  in  th e  

w o rld ?  Y es. an  im p o rtan t o n e  th a t is tau g h t u s  in  th e  B o o k  o f  Jo b  an d  m o re  c learly  la te r o n  in  th e  S erm o n  

o n  th e  M o u n t.

It is th is le sso n  th a t, if  th e re  is su ch  o rd er  in  th e  p h y sica l  w o rld , m u ch  m o re  m u st it b e  so  in  th e  m o ra l 

w o rld , in  sp ite  o f  a ll th e  w  ick ed n ess  h u m an  ju s tice  a llo w s  to  g o  u n p u n ish ed , as  it a lso  leav es u n rew ard ed  

m an y  a  h ero ic  ac t g iv in g  p ro o f  o f  G o d 's in te rv en tio n  in  th e  w o rld .

It is th e  L o rd 's  an sw er  to  Jo b  an d  h is frien d s . A s w e  sh a ll in s is t la te r o n . th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  Jo b  is  

to  an sw er  th is  q u estio n : W h y  so  o ften  in  th is w o rld  a re  th e  ju s t m ad e  to  su ffer  m o re  th an  th e  w ick ed ?  Is  it 

a lw ay s in  ex p ia tio n  o f  th e ir s in s, th e ir sec re t s in s a t an y  ra te?

Jo b 's  frien d s d ec la re  th a t it is . an d  th ey  b lam e  th is p o o r  s trick en  so u l  fo r  co m p la in in g . Jo b  d en ies  th a t th e  

tr ia ls an d  tr ib u la tio n s o f  th e  ju s t a re  in  ev ery  case  th e  re su lt o f  th e ir s in s, ev en  th e ir sec re t s in s, an d  h e  

w o n d ers  w h y  so  m u ch  su ffe rin g  sh o u ld  h av e  b efa llen  h im .

In  th e  la tte r p art o f  th e  b o o k  (ch ap s. 3 2 -4 2 ). th e  L o rd  rep lie s  b y  p o in tin g  o u t th e  w o n d erfu l  o rd er  p rev a ilin g  

in  th e  p h y sica l  w o rld  w ith  a ll its sp len d o rs , fro m  th e  life  o f  th e  in sec t to  th e  eag le 's  flig h t, as  if  to  say : If  

th e re  ex is ts su ch  o rd er  as th is  in  th e  tilin g s o f  sen se , m u ch  m o re  so  m u st th e re  b e  o rd er  in  th e  d isp o sitio n s  

o f  m y  p ro v id en ce  co n cern in g  th e  ju s t, ev en  in  th e ir m o st te rrib le a fflic tio n s . T h ere  is in  th is a  sec re t an d  a  

m y ste ry  w h ich  it is n o t g iv en  to  m en  to  fa th o m  in  th is w o rld .

L ate r  o n , in  th e  S erm o n  o n  th e  M o u n t, o u r  L o rd  sp eak s  m o re  p la in ly (M att. 6 : 2 5 ) : "T h ere fo re  I say  to  y o u . 

b e  n o t so lic ito u s fo r  y o u r  life , w h at  y o u  sh a ll ea t.... B eh o ld  th e  b ird s  o f  th e  a ir. fo r  th ey  n e ith e r so w . n o r  d o  

th ey  reap ... an d  y o u r  h eav en ly  F a th e r  feed e th  th em . A re  n o t y o u  o f  m u ch  m o re  v a lu e  th an  th ey ? ... C o n sid e r  

th e  lilie s o f  th e  fie ld :. .. th ey  lab o r n o t. n e ith e r d o  th ey  sp in . B u t I say  to  y o u  th a t n o t ev en  S o lo m o n  in  a ll h is  

g lo ry  w as  a rray ed  as o n e  o f  th ese . A n d  if  th e  g rass  o f  th e  fie ld . .. G o d  d o th  so  c  lo th e : h o w  m u ch  m o re  y o u . 

O  y e  o f  little fa ith .  " If  th e re  is o rd er  in  th e  w o rld  o f  sen se , a  p ro v id en ce  fo r  th e  b ird s  o f  th e  a ir. m u ch  m o re  

so  w ill th e re  b e  o rd er  in  th e  sp iritu a l w o rld  an d  a  p ro v id en ce  fo r  th e  im m o rta l so u ls  o f  m en .

A n d  la s tly , to  th e  q u estio n  p u t in  th e  B o o k  o f  Jo b . o u r  L o rd  g iv es th e  fin a l an sw er  w h en  H e  say s (Jo h n  1 5 : 

1 -2 ) : "Ί  am  th e  tru e  v in e : an d  M y  F a th e r  is th e  h u sb an d m an . .. an d  ev ery o n e  th a t b eareth  fru it. H e w ill 

p u rg e  it, th a t it m ay  b rin g  fo rth  m o re  fru it.  " G o d  p ro v es  a  m an  as H e p ro v ed  Jo b . th a t  th e  m an  m ay  b rin g  

fo rth  th e  sp len d id  fru its o f  p a tience , h u m ility , se lf-ab an d o n m en t, lo v e  o f  G o d  an d  o n e 's  n e ig h b o r— th e  

sp len d id  fru its o f  ch arity , w h ich  is  th eb eg in n in g  o f  e te rn a l life .

T h is, th en , is th e  im p o rtan t m o ra l le sson  taug h t u s  in  th is su b lim e  p ro o f  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d : If  in  th e  

w o rld  o f  sense  su ch  w o n d erfu l  o rd er  ex is ts , m u ch  m o re  m u st  it b e  so  in  th e  m o ra l an d  sp iritu a l w o rld , in  

sp ite  o f  tr ia ls an d  tr ib u la tio n s . T h ere  is lig h t en o u g h  fo r  th o se  w h o  a re  w illin g  to  see  an d  m arch  o n  

acco rd in g ly  to  th e  tru e  lig h t o f  e te rn ity .



3 .  G o d , T h e  S u p r e m e  B e in g  A n d  S u p r e m e  T r u th

T h e  p ro o f  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  a  firs t m o v er  o f  co rp o rea l  an d  sp iritu a l b e in g s , an d  o f  a  su p rem e  in te llig en ce , 

th e  au th o r  o f  th e  h arm o n y  p rev a ilin g  in  th e  u n ive rse , w ill p rep are  th e  w ay  fo r  ab e tter  u n d ers tan d in g  o f  

th ree  o th e r  trad itio n a l p ro o fs  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d . T h ey  a re  th o se  o f  (1 ) G o d . th e  su p rem e  b e in g  an d  

su p rem e  tru th , (2 ) th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  w h o  is  th e  so u rce  o f  a ll h ap p in ess, an d  (3 )  th e  u ltim a te fo u n d a tio n  o f  

o u r  o b lig a tion s . T h ese  w e  m u st  to u ch  u p o n  if  w e  w o u ld  h av e  a  rig h t id ea  o f  p ro v id en ce.

F o llo w in g  in  th e  s tep s  o f  P la to , A ris to tle , an d  S t. A u g u stin e , S t. T h o m as  d ev e lo p s  th e  first  o f  th ese  p ro o fs , 

ca lled  th e  p ro o f  fro m  th e  d eg rees  o f  p erfec tio n , in  th e  S u m m a  T h eo lo g ica , la , q . 2 . a . 3 , 4 a  v ia . Its  p o in t o f  

d ep artu re  lie s in  th e  m o re  o r  le ss o f  p erfec tio n  to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  b e in g s th a t  co m p o se  th e  u n iv e rse , a  

p erfec tio n  a lw ay s lim ited , fro m  w h ich  o u r  m in d s a re  led  o n  to  a ffirm  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  a  su p rem e  p erfec tio n , 

a  su p rem e  tru th , a  su p rem e  b eau ty .

L et u s  c lo se ly  ex am in e  th e  s ta rtin g -p o in t o f  th e  p ro o f, th e  fac t  u p o n  w h ich  th e  p ro o f  is  b ased , an d  th en  th e  

p rin c ip le  b y  w h ich  th e  p ro o f  rises  fro m  th e  fac t  to  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d .

T h e  fa c t :  th e  d e g r e e s  o f  p e r fe c t io n

T h e  p ro o f  s ta rts  w ith  th e  fac t  th a t  th e re  a re  in  th e  u n iv e rse  b e in g s m o re  o r  le ss g o o d , m o re  o r  le ss  tru e , m o re  

o r  le ss n o b le . In  o th e r  w o rd s , in  th e  u n iv e rse  o f  co rp o rea l  an d  sp iritu a l b e in gs , g o o d n ess , tru th , n o b ility  

ex is t in  v ary in g  d eg rees , fro m  th e  lo w est m in era l su ch  as  iro n  w ith  its s tren g th  an d  re s is tan ce  u p  to  th e  

h ig h er d eg rees  o f  th e  in te llec tu al an d  m o ra l life ap p aren t in  th e  g rea t g en iu ses  an d  th e  g rea t sa in ts .

O f  th ese  d eg rees  o f  g o o d n ess  in  th in g s w e  h av e  d a ily ex p erien ce . W e  say  th a t a  s ton e  is g o o d  w h en  it h as  

so lid ity an d  d o es  n o t  c ru m b le  aw ay  ; a  fru it is g o o d  if  it p ro v id es  n o u rish m en t an d  re fresh m en t; a  h o rse  is  

g o o d  if  w ith  it w e  can  g o  o n  a  lo n g  jo u rn ey . In  a  h ig h er  w ay  a  teach er  is g o o d  if  h e  h as  k n o w led g e  an d  

k n o w s  h o w  to  im p art  it; th e  v irtu o u s  m an  is g o o d  b ecau se  h e  w ills an d  d o es  w h at  is g o o d ; fa r  m o re  so  is th e  

sa in t, in  w h o m  th e  d esire  fo r  g o o d  h as  b eco m e  an  a rd en t  p ass io n . A n d  y e t, h o w ev er  g rea t a  sa in t m ay  b e , h e  

h as  h is lim ita tio n s; n o  m atte r  h o w  m u ch  g o od  h e  h as  acco m p lish ed , lik e  th e  C u re  o f  A rs  h e  w ill ex p erien ce  

h o u rs  o f  in ten se  sad n ess co u p led  w ith  a  sen se  o f  h is o w n  h e lp lessn ess a t  th e  th o u gh t  o f  a ll th e  g o o d  th a t 

rem ain s  to  b e  d o n e . In d eed , th e  sa in ts rea lize m o st  o f  a ll th e ir o w n  n o th in g n ess.

It  is an  estab lish ed  fac t, th en , th a t g o o d n ess  is rea lized in  v ary  in g  d eg rees . It  is  th e  sam e  w ith  n o b ility : th e  

v eg e tab le  is n o b le r th an  th e  m in era l, th e  an im al is n o b le r  th an  th e  v eg e tab le , m an  is n o b le r  th an  th e  an im al 

O n e  m an  is n o b le r in  m in d  an d  h eart th an  a  ce rta in  o th e r; y e t  h e  to o  h as  h is lim ita tio n s, h is tem p ta tio n s , h is  

w eak n esses, h is  v ery  im p erfec tio n s. N o b ility  h as  its d eg rees , b u t ev en  th e  m o st ex a lted  in  o u r  ex p erien ce  

a re  s till v ery  im p erfec t.

S im ilarly , tru th  h as  d eg rees , fo r  th a t  w h ich  is rich e r  in  b e ing , as  a  rea lity , is rich er  a lso  in  tru th . T ru e  g o ld  is  

su p erio r  to  sp u rio u s g o ld  a llo y ed  w ith  co p p er, th e  tru e  d iam o n d  is su p erio r  to  th e  a rtific ia l th e  u p rig h t m in d  

is su p erio r  to  th e  fa lse . S u rp assin g  th e  m in d  th a t p o ssesses  a  k n o w led ge  o f  b u t  o n e  sc ien ce , p h y sics  fo r  

ex am p le , is th e  m in d  th a t ascen d s  to  th e  sc ien ces o f  th e  sp iritu a l w o rld , to  p sy ch o lo g y  an d  th e  m o ra l an d  

p o litica l sc ien ces . Y et h o w  v ery  lim ited  is th e  tru th  o f  ev en  th ese  h ig h er sc ien ces  !

T h e  m o re  w e  k n o w , say  th e  g rea t th in k ers , th e  m o re  w e  rea lize  a ll th a t s till rem ain s to  b e  k n o w n , an d  h o w  

little w e  d o  k n o w . S o , to o , w ith  th e  g rea t sa in ts : th e  m o re  g o o d  th ey  d o , th e  m o re  k een ly th ey  rea lize th e  

am o u n t o f  g o o d  th a t s till rem ain s  to  b e  d o n e .

W h at, th en , is th e  ex p lan a tio n  o f  th ese  v ario u s d eg rees  o f  g o o d n ess , n o b ility , an d  tru th , o r  o f  b eau ty ?  D o es  

th is ascen d in g  g rad atio n  rem ain  s tu n ted , in com p le te , w ith o u t a  cu lm in a tin g  p o in t, a  su m m it?  M u st  th e  

p ro g ress  iv c  ascen t  o f  o u r  m in d s to w ard  th e  tru e  h a lt a t  a  lim ited an d  im p o v erish ed  tru th , as  in  th e  case  o f  

o u r  p sy ch o lo g y  an d  o u r  m o ra l an d  p o litica l sc ien ces?  M u st th e  p ro g ress iv e  ascen t o f  o u r  w ill  to  th e  g o o d  

h a lt a t o n e  th a t is im p erfec t, m in g led  a lw ay s  w ith  so m e  d efect, so m e  im p o ten ce?  M u st o u r  en th u siasm  a t 



th e  s ig h t o f  th e  id ea l b e  fo rev er  fo llo w ed  b y  a  ce rta in  d is illu s io n m en t an d , if  th e re  is n o  su m m it, b y  a  

d is illu s io n m en t fo r  w h ich  th e re  is n o  rem ed y ?

I h e  p r in c ip le :  th e  m o r e  a n d  th e  le s s  p e r fe c t  p r e s u p p o se  p e r fe c t io n  i t s e lf

F o llo w in g  in  th e  s tep s  o f  P la to , A ris to tle , an d  S t. A u g u stine , S t. T h o m as  ex p la in s  th e  fac t  o f  th e  v ario u s  

d eg rees  o f  th e  g o o d  an d  th e  tru e  b y  m ean s  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  p rin c ip le : "D iffe ren t b e in g s  a re  sa id  to  b e  m o re  

o r  le ss  p erfect  in  th e  m easu re  o f  th e ir ap p ro ach  to  th a t  b e in g  w h ich  is  p erfectio n  itse lf .  "

B y  th is so v ere ig n  p erfectio n  d o es S t. T h o m as  m ean  id ea l so v ere ig n  p erfec tio n , o n e  ex is tin g  so le ly  in  th e  

m in d , o r  o n e  th a t is rea l?  H e  m ean s  a  rea l p erfec tio n , fo r  th a t a lo n e  can  b e  th e  cau se  o f  th e  v ario u s  d eg rees  

o f  p erfec tio n  w h ich , as  w e  h av e  seen , d o  ex ist an d  w h ich  d em an d  a  cau se .

T h e  m ean in g  o f  th e  p rin c ip le in v o k ed  b y  S t. T h o m as  is th a t, w h en  a  p erfec tio n  (su ch  as  g o o d n ess , tru th , o r  

b eau ty ), th e  co n cep tio n  o f  w h ich  d o es  n o t im p ly  an y  im p erfec tio n , is fo u n d  in  v ario u s d eg rees  in  d iffe ren t 

b e in gs , n o n e  o f  th o se  w h ich  p o ssess  it im p erfec tly  co n ta in s a  su ffic ien t ex p lan a tio n  fo r  it, an d  h en ce  its  

cau se  m u st  b e  so u g h t in  a  b e in g  o f  a  h ig h er o rd er, w h ich  is  th is  v ery  p erfec tion .

F o r  a  c lea re r  u n d ers tan d in g  o f  th is  p rin c ip le le t u s  p au se  to  co n sid e r  its  te rm s. W h en  an  ab so lu te  p erfection  

is fo u n d  in  v ario u s  d eg rees  in  d iffe ren t b e in g s , n o n e  o f  th o se  p o ssessin g  it as  y e t im p erfec tly  co n ta in s a  

su ffic ien t ex p lan a tio n  fo r  it. H ere w e  m u st co n sid e r  (1 )  th e  m u ltip le an d  (2 )  th e  im p erfec t.

1 ) T h e  m u ltip le p resu p p oses  th e  o n e . In  fac t, as  P lato  say s  in  th e  P h aed o , h is d isc ip le P h aed o  is h an d so m e; 

y e t  b eau ty is n o t  p ecu lia r to  P h aed o , fo r  P h aed ru s , to o , is h an d so m e. "  T h e  b eau ty  fo u n d  in  so m e  fin ite  

b e in g  is s is te r  to  th e  b eau ty  fo u n d  in  s im ila r b e in g s . N o n e  o f  th em  is b eau ty ; each  m erely  p artic ip a tes, h as  a  

p art in  o r  is a  re flec tio n  o f  b eau ty ." (C f. P h aed o , 1 0 1 , A )

It is n o t in  P h aed o , th en , an y  m o re  th an  in  P h aed ru s , th a t  w e  a re  to  fin d  th e  ra iso n  d 'ê tre  o f  th e  p rin c ip le o f  

th e ir b eau ty . If  n e ith e r can  acco u n t fo r  th e  lim ited  b eau ty  th a t is h is , h e  m u st  h av e  rece iv ed  it fro m  so m e  

h ig h er p rin cip le , n am ely , fro m  B eau ty itse lf . In  a  w o rd , ev ery  m u ltip lic ity  o f  b e in g s m o re  o r  le ss a lik e  

p resu p p o ses  a  h ig h er  u n it} '. T h e  m u ltip le p resu pp o ses  th e  o n e .

2 )  T h e  im p erfect p resu p p o ses  th e  p erfec t. T h e  p rin c ip le  w e  a re  ex p la in in g  is b ro u g h t h o m e  to  u s  ev en  m o re  

fo rc ib ly  w h en  w e  co n sid e r  th a t th e  p erfectio n  o f  th e  b e in g s w e  see  a ro u n d  u s  is a lw ay s m in g led  w ith  its  

co n tra ry , im p erfec tio n . A m aris  n o b ility an d  g o o d n ess  can n o t b e  sa id  to  b e  u n lim ited , m in g led  as  it is w ith  

so  m u ch  in firm ity , w ith  its  tro u b le  an d  e rro rs . S o  a lso  ig n o ran ce  an d  ev en  e rro r  co n stitu te  a  g rea t p art o f  

h u m an  k n o w led g e ; th is m ereh ' p artic ip a tes in  tru th , h as  n o  m o re  th an  a  p art an d  th a t a  h u m b le  p art in  it. 

A n d  if  it is n o t  tru th , th a t is b ecau se  it h as  rece iv ed  tru th  fro m  so m e  h ig h er  so u rce .

B rie fly , an  im p erfect  b e in g  is a  co m p o u n d , an d  ev ery  co m p o u n d  req u ires  a  cau se  u n itin g  its co n stitu en t 

e lem en ts . T h e  d iv e rse  p resu pp o ses  th e  id en tica l th e  co m p o u n d  p resu p p o ses th e  s im p le . (C f. S t. T h o m as. la , 

q . 3 . a . 7 .)

T h e  tru th  o f  o u r  p rin c ip le w ill im p ress  itse lf  m o re  fo rc ib ly  u p o n  u s  if  w e  o b se rv e  th a t a  p erfectio n  su ch  as  

g o o d n ess , tru th , o r  b eau ty , w h ich  o f  itse lf  im p lies n o  im p erfec tio n , is n o t  in  fac t  lim ited  ex cep t  b y  th e  

re s tric ted  cap ac ity o f  its rec ip ien t. T h u s  k n o w led ge  in  u s  is lim ited  b y  o u r  re stric ted  cap ac ity  fo r  it, 

g o o d n ess  b y  o u r  re s tric ted  cap ac ity  fo r  d o in g  g o o d .

H en ce  it is c lea r  th a t, w h en  a  p erfectio n  o f  th is  k in d , th a t as  y e t  is in  an  im p erfec t s ta te , is  fo u n d  in  so m e  

b e ing , su ch  a  b e in g  m erely  p artic ip a tes o r  h as  a  p art  in  it, an d  h as  th e re fo re  rece iv ed  it fro m  a  h ig h er cau se , 

w h ich  m u st  b e  th e  u n lim ited p erfectio n  itse lf , b e in g  itse lf , tru th  itse lf , g o o d n ess  itse lf , if  th is cau se  is  to  b e  

cap ab le  o f  im p artin g  to  o th e rs  a  ce rta in  re flec tio n  o f  th a t  tru th  an d  g o o d n ess.



A m o n g  th e  p h ilo so p h ers  o f  an tiq u ity  P la to  h as  em p h asized  th is  tru th  in  o n e  o f  th e  fin es t p ag es  to  b e  fo u n d  

in  th e  w ritin g s  o f  th e  G reek  th in k ers. (C f. S y m p o siu m , 2 1 1 , C ) W e  m u st learn , h e  say s  in  su b stan ce , to  lo v e  

b eau tifu l co lo rs , th e  b eau ty  o f  a  su n rise  o r  su n se t, o f  th e  m o u n ta in s, seas, an d  sk ies, th e  b eau ty  o f  a  n o b le  

co u n ten an ce . B u t  w e  m u st  rise  ab o v e  m ere  m ateria l b eau ty  to  b eau ty  o f  so u l  as  d isp lay ed  in  its ac tio n s;  

th en ce  fro m  th e  b eau ty  o f  th ese  ac tio n s  to  th e  p rin c ip les th a t g o v ern  th em — to  th e  b eau ty  o f  th e  sc ien ces ,  

an d  fro m  sc ien ce  to  sc ien ce  ascen d in g  ev en  to  w isd o m , th e  m o st  ex a lted  o f  th em  a ll: th e  sc ien ce  o f  b e in g , 

o f  th e  tru e  an d  th e  b eau tifu l. A fte rw  a rd  th e re  w ill a rise  in  u s  th e  d esire  to  h av e  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  b eau tifu l 

itse lf  an d  as  it is in  itse lf— th e  d esire  to  co n tem p la te , say s  P la to , th a t  b eau ty  w h ich  g ro w s  n o t  n o r  d ecay s; is  

n o t  fa ir  in  o n e  p art, u n co m ely  in  an o th e r; fa ir a t  o n e  tim e, u n co m ely  a t an o th e r; fa ir in  o n e  p lace  an d  n o t  in  

an o th e r; fa ir  to  so m e , u n co m ely  to  o th e rs ... a  b eau ty  re s id in g  in  n o  b e in g  o th e r  th an  itse lf , in  an  an im al, in  

th e  ea rth  o r  sk ies o r  e lsew h ere , b u t  ex is tin g  e te rn a lly  an d  ab so lu te ly , o f  itse lf  an d  in  itse lf; in  w h ich  a ll 

o th e r  b eau tie s  p artic ip ate , w ith o u t in d u c in g  in  it b y  th e ir  b irth  o r  d estru c tio n  th e  leas t d im in u tio n o r  

in c rease , o r  an y  ch an g e  w h atso ev er.

T h e  d is illu s io nm en ts th a t  w e  m eet  w ith  h ere  o n  ea rth  a re  p erm itted  p rec ise ly  in  o rd er  to  d irec t o u r  th o u g h ts  

m o re  an d  m o re  to  th is  su p rem e  b eau ty  an d  im p el u s  to  lo v e  it.

W h at P lato  say s  o f  b eau ty  ap p lie s eq u a lly to  tru th . T ran scen d in g  p articu la r, co n tin g en t  tru th s, w h ich  

p o ssib ly  m ig h t n o t  b e  so  (a s  th a t  m y  b o d y  ex is ts  a t  th is m o m en t, to  d ie  p erh ap s  to m o rro w ),  th e re  a re  th e  

u n iv e rsa l, n ecessa ry  tru th s (a s  th a t m an  is  b y  n a tu re  a  ra tio n a l b e ing , w ith  th e  cap acity  to  reaso n , w ith o u t 

w h ich  h e  w o u ld  b e  u n d is ting u ish ab le  fro m  th e  b ru te  b east) ; o r  ag a in  th e  tru th , th a t it is im p o ssib le fo r  

so m eth in g  a t o n ce  to  ex ist  an d  n o t  ex ist. T h ese  tru th s  n ev er  b eg an  to  b e  tru e  an d  w ill co n tin u e  to  b e  tru e  

a lw ay s.

W h ere  h av e  th ese  e te rn a l, n ecessa ry  tru th s  th e ir  fo u n d a tio n ?  N o t  in  p erish ab le  rea litie s, fo r  th e  la tte r a re  

g o v ern ed  b y  th ese  tru th s  as  b y  ab so lu te  law s, fro m  w h ich  n o th in g  can  escap e . N o r  is  th e ir  fo u n d a tio n  in  o u r  

fin ite in te llec ts , fo r  th ese  e te rn a l, n ecessa ry  tru th s  g o v ern  an d  reg u la te  o u r  in te llec t as  h ig h er  p rin c ip les.

W h ere , th en , a re  w e  to  lo o k  fo r  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th ese  e te rn a l, n ecessa ry  tru th s , g o v ern in g  a ll fin ite rea lity  

an d  ev ery  fin ite in te llec t? W h ere  is th a t  fo u n d a tio n  if  n o t  in  th e  su p rem e  b e ing , th e  su p rem e  tru th  a lw ay s  

k n o w n  b y  th e  firs t in te llec t, w h ich , fa r  fro m  h av in g  rece iv ed  tru th , is  th e  tru th , p u re  tru th , w ith o u t an y  

ad m ix tu re  o f  e rro r  o r  ig n o ran ce , w ith o u t an y  lim ita tio n  o r  im p erfec tio n  w h atev er?

In  a  w o rd , th e  tru th s  w h ich  g o v ern  a ll  p erish ab le  rea lity an d  ev ery  fin ite in te llec t, lik e n ecessa ry  an d  e te rn al  

law s, m u st  h av e  th e ir  fo u n d a tio n  in  a  su p rem e  tru th  w h ich  is  b e in g  an d  w isdo m  itse lf . B u t it is G o d  w h o  is  

b e in g  itse lf , tru th  itse lf , w isd o m  itse lf .

S u ch  is  th is  fu rth e r  p ro o f  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d  p ro p o sed  b y  P la to , S t. A u g u stin e , an d  S t. T h o m as.

W e  n o w  see  m o re  c learly  th e  s ig n ificance  an d  sco p e  o f  th e  p rin c ip le  o n  w h ich  th is  p ro o f  is  b ased : 

"D iffe ren t b e in g s a re  sa id  to  b e  m o re  o r  le ss  p erfec t  acco rd in g  to  th e  m easu re  o f  th e ir  ap p ro ach  to  th a t 

b e in g  w h ich  is  p erfectio n  itse lf .  " In  o th e r  w o rd s , w h en  a  p erfection  su ch  as  g o o d ness, tru th , o r  b eau ty , th e  

co n cep t  o f  w h ich  im p lies n o  im p erfec tio n , is  fo u n d  in  v ary in g  d eg rees  in  d iffe ren t  b e in g s , th is can n o t  b e  

acco un ted  fo r  b y  an y  o f  th o se  b e in g s  in  w h ich  it is  fo u n d  in  as  y e t  an  im p erfec t  d eg ree ; th e  b e in g  m erely  

p artic ip a tes in  it, an d  h as  rece iv ed  it acco rd in g  to  th e  m easu re  o f  its cap ac ity— h as  rece iv ed  it, to o , fro m  a  

h ig h er  b e in g  w h o  is  th is v ery  p erfec tio n .

W h at p rac tica l  co n c lu s io n  a re  w e  to  d raw  fro m  th is  ascen t?  It is ex p ressed  in  th a t say in g  o f  o u r  L o rd : 

"N o n e  is g o o d  b u t  G o d  a lo n e"— g o o d , th a t is , w ith  g o o d n ess  u n a llo y ed . G o d  a lo n e is  tru e , w ith  a  tru th  an d  

w isd o m  u n tram m eled  b y  ig n oran ce ; G o d  a lo n e is  b eau tifu l w ith  th a t in fin ite  b eau ty  w h ich  w e  a re  ca lled  

u p o n  to  co n tem p la te  so m e  d ay  face  to  face , th a t  b eau ty  w h ich  ev en  h ere  o n  ea rth  th e  h u m an  in te llec t o f  

Jesu s  co n tem p la ted  as  H e  co n v ersed  w ith  H is d iscip les ." G o d  a lo n e is g rea t" : th a t  w as S t. M ich ae l's  an sw er  

to  S a tan 's  p rid e . T h e  th o u gh t  o f  th is m ak es  u s  h u m b le .



O u rs  is  b u t a  b o rro w ed  ex is ten ce , free ly  g iv en  u s  b y  G o d . an d  H e k eep s  u s  in  ex is ten ce  b ecau se  in d eed  H e  

w ills it so . O u rs  is  b u t a  g o o d n ess  in  w h ich  th e re  is so  m u ch  in firm ity  an d  ev en  d eg rad a tio n ; th e re  is so  

m u ch  e rro r  in  o u r  k n o w led g e . T h is  th o u g h t, w h ile  se rv in g  to  m ak e  u s  h u m b le , b rin g s h o m e  to  u s  b y  

co n trast  th e  in fin ite  m ajesty  o f  G o d .

A n d  th en  if  it is a  q u estio n  o f  o th e rs  an d  n o  lo n g er o f  o u rse lves , if  w e  h av e  su ffe red  d is illu sio n m en t ab o u t 

o u r  n e ig h b o r  w h o m  w e  h ad  b e liev ed  to  b e  b e tte r  an d  w ise r. Id  u s  rem em b er  th a t h e  to o  lia s su ffe red  

d is illu sio n m en t ab o u t u s; le t u s  rem em b er  th a t h e  to o  is p erh ap s  b e tte r  th an  w e  a re . an d  th a t  w h atev er  is o u r  

o w n  as  co m ing  fro m  o u rse lv es-o u r  d efic ien c ies an d  fa ilin g s— is in fe rio r to  ev ery th in g  o u r  n e ig h b o r h as  

fro m  G o d . T h is is th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  h u m ility in  o u r  re la tio n s w ith  o the rs .

L astly , w e  m u st ad m it  th a t th e  d is illu s io m n en ts w e  o u rse lv es ex p erien ce , o r  w h ich  o th e rs  ex p erien ce  

th ro u g h  u s. in  v iew  o f  th e  rad ica l im p erfec tio n  o f  th e  c rea tu re , a re  p erm itted  th a t w e  m ay  asp ire  m o re  

a rd en tly  to  a  k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e  o f  H im  w h o  is th e  tru th  an d  th e  life , w h o m  w e  sh a ll so m e  d ay  see  as  H e  

sees  H im se lf. W e  sh a ll th en  u n d erstan d  th e  m ean in g  o f  th o se  w o rd s  o f  S t. C ath erine  o f  S ien a : "T h e  liv in g , 

p rac tica l  k no w  ledg e  o f  o u r  o w n  w re tch ed n ess  an d  th e  k n o w  led g e  o f  G o d 's  m ajesty  a re  in sep arab le in  th e ir  

in c rease . T h ey  a re  lik e  th e  lo w est an d  h ig hest  p o in ts o n  a  c irc le  th a t is ev er ex p an d in g .  " A n d  th e  m o re  w e  

rea lize o u r  o w n  im p erfec tio n s  an d  lim ita tio n s , th e  m o re  w e  rea lize , to o . th a t G o d  h as  a  rig h t  to  b e  lo v ed  

ab o v e  a ll tilin g s  b y  reason  o f  H is in fin ite w isdo m  an d  H is in fin ite g o o d n ess.

O u r  fin a l o b se rv a tio n  is th is  : th e  su p rem e  tru th  h as H im se lf  sp o k en  to  u s  : H e h as  rev ea led  H im se lf to  u s. as  

y e t in  an  o bscure  m an n er, b u t it is th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  o u r  C h ristian  fa ith . It is in  th e  n am e  o f  th is su p rem e  

tru th  th a t Jesu s  sp eak s , w h en  H e  say s  : "In  tru th , in  tru th , I  say  to  y o u .  "  H e is H im se lf th e  tru th  an d  th e  life , 

an d  b y  H is h e lp  fro m  d ay  to  d ay  w e  m u st g rad u a lly  liv e a  b e tte r  life . T h is  fa r  su rp asses  P la to 's  id ea l; n o  

lo n g er is it an  ab strac t, p h ilo so p h ic  ascen t  to  th e  su p rem e  tru th , b u t  th e  su p rem e  tru th  w h ich  co n d escen d s  to  

reach  d o w n  to  u s  in  o rd er  to  ra ise  u s  u p  to  H im se lf.

4 .  G o d  T h e  S o v e r e ig n  G o o d  A n d  T h e  D e s ir e  F o r  H a p p in e ss  |4 |

W h en  sp eak in g  o f  G o d  as su p rem e  b e in g  an d  su p rem e  tru th  w e  saw  th a t a  m u ltip lic ity  o f  b e in g s re sem blin g  

o n e  an o th e r  in  o n e  an d  th e  sam e  p erfec tio n , su ch  as  g o o d n ess , is in su ffic ien t  to  acco u n t fo r  th e  u n ity  o f  

lik en ess th u s  ex is tin g  in  th a t m u ltip lic ity ; as  P la to  sa id , th e  m u ltip le can n o t acco u n t  fo r  th e  o n e . M o reo ver, 

n o n e  o f  th e  b e in g s p o ssessin g  th e  p erfec tio n  in  an  im p erfec t d eg ree  is su ffic ien t to  acco u n t fo r  it; fo r  each  is  

a  co m p o u nd  o f  th e  p erfec tio n  an d  th e  re stric ted  cap ac ity  lim itin g  it, an d  lik e a ll co m p o u n d s it d em an d s  a  

cau se : "T ilin g s in  th em se lv es d iffe ren t can n o t  p o ssess  an  e lem en t in  co m m o n  ex cep t  th ro u g h  a  cau se  

u n itin g  th em . " [5 ] T h is co m p o u nd  p artic ip a tes o r  h as  a  p art in th e  p erfec tio n ; it h as  th e refo re  rece iv ed  th e  

p erfec tio n , an d  can  h av e  rece iv ed  it o n ly  fro m  H im  w h o  is  p erfec tio n  itse lf , w h ich  in  its n o tio n  im p lies n o  

im p erfec tio n .

F ro m  th e  m o ra l p o in t o f  v iew  th is d o c trin e  b eco m es  o f  v ita l im p o rtan ce  in  rem in d in g  u s  th a t th e  m o re  w e  

rea lize o u r  lim ita tio n s in  w isd o m  an d  g o o d n ess , th e  m o re  o u r  m in d s  sh o u ld  d w ell o n  H im  w h o  is w isd o m  

an d  g o o d n ess  itse lf . T h e  m u ltip le fin d s  its ex p lan a tio n  o n ly  in th e  o n e . th e  d iv e rse  in  th e  id en tical, th e  

co m p o u nd  in  th e  s im p le , th e  im p erfec t m in g led  w ith  im p erfection  o n ly in  th e  p erfect  th a t is free  fro m  a ll 

im p erfec tio n .

T liis  p ro o f  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d  co n ta in s im p lic itly an o th e r  w h ich  S t. T h o m as  d ev e lo p s e lsew h ere . la  

Ilae . q . 2 , a . 8 . H e  sh o w s  th a t  b ea titu d e  o r  tru e  h ap p in ess, th e  d esire  fo r  w h ich  is n a tu ra l to  m an . can n o t b e  

fo u n d  in  an y  lim ited  o r  re stric ted  g o o d , b u t o n ly  in  G o d  w h o  is k n o w n  a t least  w ith  a  n a tu ra l k n o w led g e  

an d  lo ved  w ith  an  e fficac io u s  lo v e  ab o v e  a ll tilin g s . H e p ro v es  th a t m an 's  b ea titu d e  cam io t co n sis t in  

w ealth , h o n o rs, o r  g lo ry , o r  in  an y  b o d ily  g o o d ; n o r  d o es  it co n sis t in  so m e  g o o d  o f  th e  so u l su ch  as  v irtu e , 

n o r  in  an y  lim ited g o o d . H is a rg u m en t fo r  th is la s t is b ased  o n  th e  v ery  n a tu re  o f  o u r  in te llec t an d  w ill. [6 ]  



L et u s  co n side r  (1 ) th e  fac t w h ich  is  th e  s ta rtin g -p o in t o f  th e  p ro o f. (2 ) th e  p rin c ip le  o n  w h ich  th e  p ro o f  

re s ts , (3 ) th e  cu lm in a tin g  p o in t o f  th e  p ro o f, an d  (4 ) w h at  th e  p ro o f  can n o t ex ten d  to .

1 )  T h e  fa c t  o f  e x p e r ie n c e :  t r u e ,  s u b s ta n t ia l,  a n d  e n d u r in g  h a p p in e s s  c a n n o t  b e  fo u n d  in  a n y  p a ss in g  

g o o d

W e  can  ascen d  to  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , th e  so u rce  o f  p erfec t an d  u n a llo y ed  h ap p in ess, b y  s ta rtin g  e ith e r fro m  

th e  n o tio n  o f  im p erfec t su b o rd in a te  g o o d s  o r  fro m  th e  n a tu ra l d esire  w h ich  su c  h  g o o d s  n ev er  su cceed  in  

sa tis fy in g .

If  w e  b eg in  w ith  th o se  fin ite  lim ited g o o d s  w h ich  m an  is n a tu rally  in c lin ed  to  d esire , w e  v ery  so o n  rea lize  

th e ir im p erfec tio n . W h eth er  it b e  h ea lth  o r  th e  p leasu res  o f  th e  b o d y , rich es  o r  h o n o rs, g lo ry  o r  p o w er, o r  a  

k n o w led ge  o f  th e  sc ien ces , w e  a re  fo rced  to  ack n o w led g e  th a t  th ese  a re  b u t  tran sito ry  g o o d s, ex trem ely  

lim ited an d  im p erfec t. B u t, as w e  h av e  sa id  rep ea ted ly , th e  im p erfec t, o r  th e  g o o d  m in g led  w ith  

im p erfec tio n , is n o  m o re  th an  a  g o o d  p artic ip a ted  in  b y  th e  re s tric ted  cap ac ity  o f  th e  rec ip ien t, an d  it 

p resu p p o ses  th e  p u re  g o o d  co m p le te ly  ex c lu d in g  its co n tra ry '. T h u s  a  w isd o m  asso c ia ted  w ith  ig n o ran ce  an d  

e rro r  is n o  m o re  th an  a  p artic ip a ted  w isd o m , p resu p p o sin g  w isd o m  itse lf . T h is is  th e  m etap h y sica l  aspec t o f  

th e  a rg u m en t, th e  d ia lec tic o f  th e  in te llec t p ro ceed ing  b y  w ay  o f  b o th  ex em p la ry  an d  e ffic ien t cau sa lity .

B u t th e  p ro o f  w e  a re  h ere  sp eak in g  o f  b eco m es  m o re  v ita l, m o re  co n v in c ing , m o re  te llin g , if  w e  b eg in  w ith  

th a t  n a tu ra l d esire  fo r  h ap p in ess  w h ich  ev ery o n e  fee ls so  k een ly  w ith in  h im . T h is is th e  p sy ch o lo g ical  an d  

m o ra l asp ec t  o f  th e  a rg u m en t, th e  d ia lec tic o f  lo v e  fo u n d ed  o n  th a t o f  th e  in te llec t an d  p ro ceed in g  b y  w ay  

o f  e ffic ien t (p ro d uc tiv e , reg u la tiv e ) cau sa lity  o r  fin a l cau sa lity . [7 ] T h ese , th e  e ffic ien t an d  fin a l, a re  th e  

tw o  ex trin sic  cau ses, each  as  n ecessary  as  th e  o th e r. In d eed  th e  fin a l  is  th e  first  o f  th e  cau ses, so  th a t 

A risto tle (M etap h y sics, B k . X II, ch ap . 7 ) saw  m o re  c learly  th e  fin a l cau sa lity  o f  G o d  th e  p u re  ac t  th an  H is  

e ffic ien t cau sa lity  , w h eth er  p ro d u c tiv e  o r  reg u la tiv e . [8 ]

F o llo w in g  in  th e  w ak e  o f  A risto tle an d  S t. A u g u stine . S t. T h o m as  (la  Ilae , q . 2 . a . 7 , 8 ) in s is ts  o n  th e  fac t 

th a t  m an  b y  h is v ery ' n a tu re  d esires  to  b e  h ap p y . N o w  m an 's  in te llec t, tran scen d in g  as  it d o es  th e  sen se  an d  

th e  im ag in a tio n  o f  th e  b ru te , h as  k n o w led g e  n o t m ere ly  o f  th is o r  th a t p articu la r  g o o d , w h eth er  d e lectab le  o r  

u se fu l— a  p articu la r  fo o d  o r  a  p articu la r  m ed ic in e , fo r  in s tan ce— b u t o f  g o o d  in  g en eral  (u n iv e rsa l in  

p red ica tio n ), co n stitu tin g  it as su ch , as  th e  d esirab le  w h erev er  it is to  b e  fo u n d . S in ce  th is  is so . an d  s in ce  

m an 's  in c lin a tio n  is d irected  to  th e  rea l g o o d  to  b e  fo u n d  in  th in g s, an d  n o t s im p ly  to  th e  ab strac t id ea  o f  th e  

g o o d , it fo llo w s th a t h e  can n o t  fin d  h is tru e  h ap p in ess in  an y  fin ite lim ited  g o o d , b u t  in  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  

a lo n e (u n iv e rsa l in  b e in g  an d  cau sa tio n ). [9 ]

It is im p o ssib le  fo r  m an  to  fin d  in  an y  lim ited g o o d  th a t tru e  h ap p in ess  w h ich  b y  h is  v ery  n a tu re  h e  d esires, 

fo r  h is in te llec t, b eco m ing  im m ed ia te ly aw are  o f  th e  lim ita tio n , co n ce iv es  fo rthw ith  th e  id ea  o f  a  h ig h er  

g o o d , an d  th e  w ill n a tu ra lly  d esires  it.

T h is  fac t  is ex p ressed  in  th e  p ro fo u n d  sen ten ce  o f  S t. A u g u stin e 's C o n fess io n s (B k . I , ch ap . 1 ): "O u r  h eart, 

O  L o rd , is re s tle ss, u n til it fin d s  its re s t in  T h ee" (irreq u ie tu m  est co r  n o stru m  d o n ec  req u iesca t  in  T e . 

D o m in e).

W h o  o f  u s  h as n o t ex p erien ced  th is  fac t  in  h is in tim ate life? In  s ick ness  w e  h av e  th e  n a tu ra l d esire  to  

reco v er  o u r  h ea lth  as a  g rea t g o o d . B u t, h o w ev er  h ap p y  w e  a re  in  o u r  reco v ery , n o  so o n er  a re  w e  cu red  th an  

w e  rea lize th a t h ea lth  a lo n e  can n o t  b rin g  h ap p in ess  : a  m an  m ay  b e  in  p erfect h ea lth  an d  y e t  b e  

o v erw h e lm ed  w ith  sad n ess . It is th e  sam e  w ith  th e  p leasu res  o f  th e  sen ses: fa r  fro m  b e in g  su ffic ien t to  g iv e  

u s  h ap p in ess, le t th em  b e  ab u sed  ev er  so  little an d  th ey  b rin g  o n ly  d is illu s io n an d  d isg u st: fo r  o u r  in te llec t, 

w ith  its co n cep tio n  o f  a  u n ive rsa l u n lim ited g o o d , s tra ig h tw ay  te lls  u s: "N o w  th a t y o u  h av e  o b ta in ed  th is  

sen sib le  en jo y m en t w h ich  ju s t n o w  h ad  su ch  an  a ttrac tio n  fo r  y o u , y o u  see  th a t it is sh ee r  em p tin ess  

in cap ab le  o f  fillin g th e  d eep  v o id  in  y o u r  h eart, o f  sa tis fy in g  y o u r  d esire  fo r  h ap p in ess .  "



It  is th e  sam e  w ith  w ealth  an d  h o n o rs, w h ich  m an y  d esire  eag erly . W e  n o  so o n er  p o ssess  th em  th an  w e  

rea lize h o w  ep h em era l  an d  su p erfic ia l is  the  sa tis fac tio n  th ey  g iv e , h o w  in ad eq u a te  th ey , to o , a re  to  fill th e  

v o id  in  o u r  h earts . A n d  in te llec t te lls u s  th a t a ll th ese  rich es  an d  h o n o rs  a re  s till b u t a  p o o r  fin ite g o o d  th a t  is  

d iss ip a ted  b y  a  b rea th  o f  w in d .

T h e  sam e  m u st  b e  sa id  o f  p o w er  an d  g lo ry . O n e  w h o  is lif ted  u p  o n  th e  w h ee l  o f  fo rtu n e  h as  sca rce ly  

reach ed  th e  to p  w h en  h e  b eg in s to  d escen d ; h e  m u st  g iv e  p lace  to  o th e rs , an d  so o n  h e  w ill b e  as  a  s tar  

w h o se  lig h t is ex tin g u ish ed . E v en  if  th e  m o re  fo rtu n a te  re ta in  th e ir p o w er  an d  g lo ry  fo r  a  tim e , th ey  n ev er  

fin d  rea l h ap p in ess  in  it; o ften  th ey  ex p erien ce  su ch  an x ie ty  an d  w earin ess o f  m in d  th a t  th ey  lo n g  to  

w ith d raw  fro m  it a ll.

T h e  sam e  ap p lie s to  th e  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  sc ien ces . H ere  it is a  case  o f  o n ly  an  ex trem ely  lim ited g o o d ; fo r  

th e  tru e , ev en  w h en  co m p le te  an d  w ith o u t ad m ix tu re  o f  e rro r, is s till th e  g o o d  o f  th e  in te llec t, n o t  o f  m an  as  

a  w h o le . B esid es th e  in te llec t, th e  h eart an d  w ill h av e  a lso  th e ir p ro fo u n d  sp iritu a l n eed s , an d  so  lo n g  as  

th ese  rem ain  u n sa tis fied  th e re  can  b e  n o  tru e  h ap p iness .

S h a ll w e  fin d  it in  a  m o st  p u re  an d  ex a lted  fo rm  o f  frien d  sh ip ? S u ch  a  frien d sh ip  w ill d o u b tle ss  b rin g  u s  

in ten se  jo y , so m etim es  a ffec tin g  o u r  in m o st  b e in g . B u t w e  h av e  an  in te llec t th a t  co n ce iv es  u n iv e rsa l an d  

u n lim ited g o o d , an d  h ere  ag a in  it w ill n o t  b e  lo n g  in  p erce iv in g  th a t th is  m o st  p u re  an d  ex a lted  fo rm  o f  

frien d sh ip  is s till b u t a  fin ite  g o o d . T h is rem in d s u s  o f  th o se  w o rd s  o f  S t. C ath erine  o f  S ien a : "W o u ld  y o u  

co n tin u e  lo ng  to  s lak e  y o u r  th irs t w ith  th e  cu p  o f  tru e  frien d sh ip ?  L eav e  it, th en , b en ea th  th e  fo u n ta in  o f  

liv in g w ate r; o th e rw ise  it  w ill sp eed ily  b e  d ra in ed  an d  n o  lo n g er sa tis fy  y o u r  th irst.  "  If  th e  th irs t is sa tis fied , 

it is b ecau se  th e  p erso n  lo ved  is m ad e  b e tte r, an d  in  o rd er  to  b e  m ad e  b e tte r  h e  n eed s  to  rece iv e  a  n ew  

g o o d n ess  fro m  a  h ig h er  so u rce .

S u p p o se  w e  co u ld  lo o k  u p o n  an  an g e l an d  see  h is su p rascn sib lc . p u re ly  sp iritu a l b eau ty . O n ce , th e  first 

sen se  o f  w o n d erin g  am azem en t h ad  p assed , o u r  in te llec t, w ith  its co n cep tio n  o f  th e  u n iv e rsa l, u n lim ited  

g o o d , w o u ld  im m ed ia tely rem in d  u s  th a t  ev en  th is w as  n o  m o re  th an  a  fin ite g o o d  an d  th e reb y  ex ceed in g ly  

p o o r  in  co m p ariso n  w ith  th e  u n lim ited an d  p erfec t  g o o d  itse lf . T w o fin ite  g o o d s, h o w  ev er  u n eq u a l  th ey  

m ay  b e , a re  eq u a lly rem o te  fro m  th e  in fin ite ; in  th is re sp ec t  th e  an g e l is as  in s ig n ifican t as  th e  g ra in  o f  san d .

2 )  T h e  p r in c ip le  b y  w h ic h  w e  a s c e n d  to  G o d

C an  it b e  th a t th is n a tu ra l d esire  fo r  h ap p in ess, w h ich  w e  a ll h av e  w ith in  u s, m u st  fo rev er  rem ain  

u n sa tis fied ?  Is  it p o ssib le  fo r  a  n a tu ra l d esire  to  b e  o f  n o  e ffec t, ch im erica l, w ith o u t m ean in g  o r  p u rp ose?

T h a t a  d esire  b o rn  o f  a  fan tasy  o f  th e  im ag in a tio n  o r  o f  an  e rro r  o f  reaso n , su ch  as  th e  d esire  to  h av e  w in g s, 

m ay  b e  ch im erica l, can  w ell  b e  u n d ers to o d . B u t su re ty  it co u ld  n o t b e  so  w ith  a  d esire  w h ich  h as  its  

im m ed ia te fo u n d a tio n  in  n a tu re  w ith o u t  th e  in te rv en tio n  o f  an y  co n d itio n a l  ju d gm en t. T h e  d esire  fo r  

h ap p in ess  is n o t  a  m ere  h y p o th e tica l  w ish ; it is in n a te , w ith  its im m ed ia te fo u n d a tio n  in  n a tu re  itse lf; an d  

n a tu re  ag a in  is s tab le  an d  co n stan t, b e in g  fo u n d  in  a ll m en , in  a ll p laces , an d  a t  a ll tim es. F u rth e rm o re , th is  

d esire  is o f  th e  v ery  n a tu re  o f  th e  w ill, w h ich , p rio r  to  an y  ac t, is an  ap p e titiv e facu lty  h av in g  u n iv e rsa l  

g o o d  as  its o b jec t. T h e  n a tu re  o f  o u r  w ill can  n o  m o re  b e  th e  re su lt o f  ch an ce , o f  a  fo rtu ito u s  en co u n te r, 

th an  can  th e  n a tu re  o f  o u r  in te llec t: b ecau se , lik e  th e  in te llec t, th e  w ill is a  p rin c ip le o f  o p era tio n  w h o lly  

s im p le , in  n o  w ay  co m p o u nd ed  o f  d iffe ren t e lem en ts th a t ch an ce  m ig h t h av e  b ro u g h t to g e th e r. C an th is  

n a tu ra l d esire  o f  th e  w ill b e  ch im erica l?

In  an sw er  to  th is q u estio n  w e  say , first, th a t n a tu ra l  d esire  in  b e in g s in fe rio r to  o u rse lv es  is n o t  in e ffec tu a l, 

as  th e  n a tu ra lis ts h av e  sh o w n  fro m  th e  ex p erim en ta l  p o in t o f  v iew . In  h erb iv e ro u s  an im als th e  n a tu ra l d esire  

is fo r  h erb aceo u s  fo o d , an d  th is  th ey  fin d ; in  ca rn iv o res  th e  d esire  is  to  fin d  fle sh  to  ea t, an d  th ey  fin d  it. 

M an 's  n a tu ra l d esire  is fo r  h ap p in ess, an d  w ith  h im  tru e  h ap p in ess is n o t an d  can n o t  b e  fo u n d  in  an y  lim ited  

g o o d . Is  th is  tru e  h ap p in ess n o w h ere  to  b e  fo u n d ?  Is  m an 's  n a tu ra l  d esire , th en , to  rem ain  a  d ecep tio n  an d  

w ith o u t fin a lity  w h en  th e  n a tu ra l d esire  o f  in fe rio r b e in g s is n o t  in  v a in ?



A n d  th is is n o t  p u re ly  a  n a tu ra lis t's a rg u m en t b ased  o n  ex p erien ce  an d  th e  an a lo g y o f  o u r  o w n  n a tu ra l  d esire  

w ith  th a t o f  in fe rio r b e in g s . It is a  m etap h y sica l a rg u m en t  b ased  o n  th e  ce rtitu d e  o f  th e  ab so lu te  v a lid ity o f  

th e  p rin c ip le o f  fin a lity .

If  th e  n a tu ra l d esire  fo r  tru e  h ap p in ess is ch im erica l, th en  a ll h u m an  ac tiv ity , in sp ired  as it is b y  th a t d esire , 

is w ith o u t  fin a lity , w ith o u t a  ra iso n  d 'ê tre , an d  th u s  co n tra ry ' to  th e  n ecessary  an d  ev iden t  p rin c ip le th a t 

ev en ' ag en t ac ts  fo r  an  en d . T o  g rasp  th e  tru th  o f  th is  p rin c ip le , th u s  fo rm u la ted  b y  A ris to tle , it is en o u g h  to  

u n d ers tan d  th e  te rm s  o f  th e  p ro p o sitio n . A n y  ag en t w h atso ev er, co n sc io u s o r  u n co n sc io u s , h as  an  

in c lin a tio n to  so m eth in g  d e te rm in a te  w h ich  is ap p ro p ria te  to  it. N o w  th e  en d  is p rec ise ly  th a t d e te rm in a te  

g o o d  to  w h ich  th e  ac t  o f  th e  ag en t  o r  th e  m o tio n  o f  th e  m o b ile o b jec t is d irec ted .

T h is p rin c ip le , se lf-ev id en t to  o n e  w h o  u n d erstan d s  th e  m ean in g  o f  th e  w o rd s  ag en t an d  en d , m ay  b e  fu rth e r  

d em o n stra ted  b y  a  red u c tio  ad  ab su rd u m : fo r  o th e rw ise , say s  S t. T h o m as  (la  Ilae , q . 1 . a . 2 ), " th e re  w o u ld  

b e  n o  reason  w h y  th e  ag en t sh o u ld  ac t ra th e r  th an  n o t ac t. n o  reaso n  w h y  it sh o u ld  ac t in  th is  w ay  ra th e r  

th an  in  an o th e r, "  w h y  it sh o u ld  d esire  th is o b jec t ra th e r  th an  so m e  o th er.

If  th e re  w ere  n o  fin a lity in  n a tu re , if  n o  n a tu ra l ag en t ac ted  fo r  so m e  en d , th e re  w o u ld  b e  n o  reaso n  w h y  th e  

ey e  sh o u ld  see  an d  n o t h ear o r  ta s te , n o  reaso n  w h y  th e  w in g s  o f  th e  b ird  sh o u ld  b e  fo r  fix  in g  an d  n o t fo r  

w alk in g  o r  sw im m in g , n o  reaso n  fo r  th e  in te llec t to  k n o w  ra th e r  th an  d esire . E v ery th in g  w o u ld  th en  b e  fo r  

n o  p u rp o se , an d  b e  u n in te llig ib le . T h ere  w o u ld  b e  n o  reaso n  w h y  th e  s ton e  sh o u ld  fa ll in s tead  o f  risin g , n o  

reaso n  w h y  b o d ies sh o u ld  a ttrac t  ra th e r  th an  rep e l o n e  an o th e r  an d  b e  d isp e rsed , th u s  d estro y in g  th e  

h arm o n y  o f  th e  u n iv e rse .

T h e  p rin c ip le o f  fin a lity h as  an  ab so lu te  n ecessity  an d  v a lu e . It is n o  le ss  ce rta in  th an  th e  p rin c ip le o f  

e ffic ien t cau sa lity , th a t ev ery th in g  th a t h ap p en s  an d  ev en ' co n tin g en t  b e in g  d em an d s  an  e ffic ien t cau se , an d  

th a t in  th e  la s t an a ly sis ev ery th in g  th a t h ap p en s  d em an d s  an  e ffic ien t cau se  itse lf  u n cau sed , a  cau se  th a t is  

its o w n  ac tiv ity , its o w n  ac tio n , an d  is th e re fo re  its  ex is ten ce , s in ce  ac tio n  fo llo w s  b e in g  an d  th e  m o d e  o f  

ac tio n  th e  m o d e  o f  b e ing .

T h ese  tw o  p rin c ip les o f  e ffic ien t an d  fin a l cau sa lity  a re  eq u a lly ce rta in , th e  ce rtitu d e  b e in g  m etap h y sica l 

an d  n o t  m ere ly  p h y sica l, an teced en t to  a  d em o nstra tion  o f  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d . In d eed , w ith o u t fin ality , 

e ffic ien t cau sa lity  is in co n ce iv ab le : as  w e  h av e  ju s t seen , it w o u ld  b e  w ith o u t a  p u rp o se  an d  co n seq u en tly  

u n in te llig ib le .

3 )  T h e  t e r m  o f  th is  a s c e n t

T h ere  is , then , a  p u rp o se  in  o u r  n a tu ra l d esire  fo r  h ap p in ess ; its In c lin a tio n is fo r  so m e  g o o d . B u t is th is  

in c lin a tio n fo r  a  g o o d  th a t is w h o lly  u n rea l o r. th o u g h  rea l, y e t u n a tta in ab le?

In  th e  firs t  p lace , th e  g o o d  to  w h ich  o u r  n a tu ra l  d esire  ten d s  is n o t s im p ly an  id ea in  th e  m in d , fo r, as  

A ris to tle m o re  th an  o n ce  p o in ted  o u t, w h ereas  tru th  is fo rm ally  in  th e  m in d  en u n c ia tin g  a  ju d g m en t, th e  

g o o d  is fo rm ally  in  tilin g s . W h en  w e  d esire  fo o d , it is n o t  en o u g h  fo r  u s  to  h av e  th e  id ea : it is n o t  th e  id ea o f  

b read  th a t n o u rish es , b u t th e  b read  itse lf . H en ce  th e  n a tu ra l d esire  o f  th e  w ill, fo u n d ed  as it is in  th e  v ery  

n a tu re  o f  th e  in te llec t an d  th e  w ill an d  n o t m erely  in  th e  im ag in a tio n  o r  th e  v ag aries  o f  reaso n , ten d s  to  a  

rea l g o o d , n o t  m ere ly  to  th e  id ea o f  th e  g o o d : o th e rw ise  it is n o  lo n g er a  d esire  an d  ce rta in ty  n o t a  n a tu ra l 

o n e .

It w ill p erh ap s  b e  sa id  th a t o u r  u n iv e rsal id ea  o f  g o o d  lead s u s  to  seek  h ap p in ess  in  th e  s im ultan eo us o r  

su ccess iv e  en jo y m en t  o f  a ll th o se  fin ite  g o o d s  th a t h av e  an  a ttrac tio n  fo r  u s, su ch  as h ea lth  an d  b o d ily  

p leasu res, rich es  an d  h o n o rs, th e  d e lig h t in  sc ien tific k n o w led g e , a rt  an d  frien dsh ip . T h o se  w h o  in  th e ir m ad  

ca ree r  w ish  to  en joy  ev ery  fin ite g o o d , o n e  a fte r  an o the r, if  n o t a ll a t o n ce , seem  fo r  th e  m o m en t to  th ink  

th a t h ere in  lie s tru e  h ap p in ess .



B u t ex p erien ce  an d  reason  u n d ece iv e  u s. T h a t em p ty  v o id  in  th e  h eart a lw ay s rem ain s, m ak in g  itse lf  fe lt in  

w earin ess o f  sp irit; an d  in te llig en ce te lls u s  th a t  n o t  ev en  th e  s im ultan eo us p o ssessio n  o f  a ll th ese  g o o d s,  

fin ite an d  im p erfec t as  th ey  a re , can  co n stitu te  th e  g o o d  itse lf  w h ich  is co n cern ed  an d  d esired  b y  u s, an y  

m o re  th an  an  in n u m erab le m u ltitu d e  o f  id io ts can  eq u a l a  m an  o f  g en iu s .

Q u an tity  h as  n o th in g  to  say  in  th e  m atter; it is q u a lity o f  g o o d  th a t co u n ts  h ere . E v en  if  th e  w h o le  su m  o f  

c rea ted  g o o d s  w ere  m u ltip lied  to  in fin ity th ey  w o u ld  n o t co n stitu te  th a t  p u re  an d  p erfec t  g o o d  w h ich  th e  

in te llec t co n ce iv es  an d  th e  w ill d esires. H ere  is th e  p ro fo u n d  reaso n  fo r  th a t  w earin ess o f  sp irit  w h ich  th e  

w o rld ly  ex p erien ce  an d  w h ich  th ey  tak e  w ith  th em  w h erev er  th ey  g o . T h ey  p u rsu e  o n e  th in g  a fte r  an o th e r, 

y e t  n ev er  fin d  an y  rea l sa tis fac tio n  o r  tru e  h ap p in ess .

N o w  if  o u r  in te llec t is ab le to  co n ce iv e  a  u n iv e rsa l, u n lim ited  g o o d , th e  w ill a lso , aw ak en ed  as  it is b y  th e  

in te llec t, h as  a  ran g e  an d  d ep th  th a t is lim itle ss . Is  it p o ssib le , th e re fo re , fo r  its n a tu ra l  d esire— w h ich  ca lls  

fo r  a  rea l g o o d  an d  n o t m ere ly  th e  id ea  o f  g o o d — to  b e  ch im erica l an d  o f  n o  e ffec t?

T h is n a tu ra l d esire , w h ich  h as  its  fo u n d a tio n  n o t  in  th e  im ag in a tio n  b u t  in  o u r  v ery  n a tu re , is , lik e th a t 

n a tu re , so m eth in g  fix ed  an d  u n ch an g eab le . It can  n o  m o re  b e  in e ffec tu a l  th an  th e  d esire  o f  th e  h erb iv o ra  o r  

th a t o f  th e  ca rn iv o ra; it can  n o  m o re  b e  in e ffec tiv e  th an  is  th e  n a tu ra l o rd erin g  o f  th e  ey e  fo r  see in g , th e  ea r  

fo r  h earin g , th e  in te llec t fo r  k n o w in g . If  th e re fo re  th is n a tu ra l  d esire  fo r  h ap p in ess can n o t  b e  in e ffec tiv e , if  

it can n o t  fin d  its sa tis fac tio n  in  an y  fin ite  g o o d s  o r  in  th e  su m  to ta l o f  th em , w e  a re  n ecessa rily  co m p elled  to  

a ffirm  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  a  p u re  an d  p erfec t  g o o d . T h a t is , th e  g o o d  itse lf  o r  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , w h ich  a lo n e  

is cap ab le  o f  re sp o n d in g  to  o u r  asp ira tio n s . O th erw ise  th e  u n iv e rsa l ran g e  o f  o u r  w ill w o u ld  b e  a  

p sy ch o lo g ica l ab su rd ity , so m eth in g  rad ica lly  u n in te llig ib le an d  w ith o u t a  p u rp o se .

4 )  W h a t  d o e s  n o t  c o m e  w ith in  th e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f  o u r  n a tu r e

D o es  it fo llo w  th a t  th is n a tu ra l d esire  fo r  h ap p in ess in  u s  d em an d s  th a t  w e  a tta in  to  th e  in tu itiv e v is io n  o f  

G o d , th e  sov ere ig n  g o o d ?

B y n o  m ean s; fo r  th e  in tu itiv e v is io n  o f  th e  d iv in e essen ce  is essen tia lly  su p ern a tu ra l an d  th e re fo re  

g ra tu ito u s, in  n o  w ay  d u e  to  o u r  n a tu re  o r  to  th e  n a tu re  o f  an g e ls.

T h is is th e  m ean in g  o f  S t. P au l's  w o rd s: "E y e  h a th  n o t seen , n o r  ea r  h eard ; n e ith e r h a th  it en te red  in to  th e  

h eart o f  m an . w h at  tilin g s G o d  h a th  p rep ared  fo r  th em  th a t lo v e  H im . B u t to  u s  G o d  h a th  rev ea led  th em  b y  

H is S p irit. F o r  th e  S p irit search e th  a ll th in g s,  y ea , th e  d eep  th in g s  o f  G o d " (I C o r. 2 :9 ).

B u t fa r  in fe rio r to  th e  in tu itiv e v is io n  o f  th e  d iv in e essen ce  an d  to  C h ristian  fa ith , is a  n a tu ra l k n o w led g e  o f  

G o d  as  th e  au th o r  o f  n a tu re , w h ich  is  th e  k n o w led ge  g iv en  u s  b y  th e  p ro o fs  o f  H is ex is ten ce .

If  o rig in a l s in  h ad  n o t  en feeb led  o u r  m o ra l s tren g th , th is n a tu ra l  k n o w  led g e  w o u ld  h av e  en ab led  u s  to  a tta in  

to  a  n a tu rally  e fficac io u s  lo v e  fo r  G o d  as  th e  au th o r  o f  n a tu re , w  h o  is  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  k n o w n  in  a  n a tu ra l 

w ay .

N o w  h ad  m an  b een  c rea ted  in  a  p u re ly  n a tu ra l s ta te , h e  w o u ld  h av e  fo u n d  in  th is n a tu ra l k n o w  led g e  an d  

n a tu ra lly  e fficac io u s  lo v e  fo r  G o d  h is  tru e  h ap p in ess . O f  co u rse  it w o u ld  n o t h av e  b een  th a t ab so lu te ly  

p erfec t  an d  su p ern a tu ra l  b ea titu d e , w h ich  is th e  im m ed ia te  v is io n  o f  G o d , b u t  a  tru e  h ap p iness , 

n ev erth eless, o n e  so lid  an d  la s tin g ; fo r  in  th e  n a tu ra l o rd er, a t  an y  ra te , th e  o rd er  em b rac in g  ev ery th in g  o u r  

n a tu re  d em an d s, th is n a tu ra l lo v e  fo r  G o d , if  e fficac io u s , d o es  rea lly  d irec t o u r  life to  H im  an d  in  a  tru e  

sen se  en ab les u s  to  fin d  o u r  re s t  in  H im . S u ch  in  th e  s ta te  o f  p u re  n a tu re  w  o u ld  h av e  b een  th e  d estin y  o f  th e  

im m o rta l so u ls  o f  th e  ju s t a fte r  th e  p ro b a tio n  o f  th is life . T h e  so u l  n a tu ra lly d esires  to  liv e fo rev er, an d  a  

n a tu ra l d esire  o f  th is  k in d  can n o t  b e  in e ffec tiv e . (C f. S t. T h o m as, la , q . 7 5 . a . 6 , c , en d .)



B u t g ra tu ito u sly  w e  h av e  rece iv ed  fa r  m o re  th an  th is: w e  h av e  rece iv ed  g race  w h ich  is  th e  seed  o f  g lo ry , 

an d  w ith  it t su p ern a tu ra l fa ith  an d  a  su p ern a tu ra l  lo v e fo r  G o d , w h o  is n o  lo n g er  th e  au th o r  m ere ly  o f  

n a tu re  b u t a lso  o f  g race .

A n d  so . fo r  u s C h ris tian s, th e  p ro o f  w e  h av e  b een  d iscu ss in g  rece ives  s tro n g  co n firm atio n  in  th e  h ap p in ess  

an d  p eace  to  b e  fo u n d  ev en  h ere  o n  ea rth  th ro u g h  u n io n  w ith  G o d .

In  a  rea lm  fa r  b ey o n d  an y  g lim p se  th a t p liilo so p h ical reaso n  m igh t o b ta in , th o u g h  n o t  y e t th e  a tta inm en t o f  

th e  p erfec t b ea titu d e  o f  h eav en , tru e  h ap p in ess  is o u rs  to  th e  ex ten t th a t w e  lo v e  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  w ith  a  

s in ce re , e fficac io u s , g en ero u s  lo v e , an d  ab o v e  a ll tilin g s , m o re  th an  o u rse lv es o r  an y  c rea tu re , an d  to  th e  

ex ten t th a t w e  d irec t o u r  w h o le  life d a ily m o re  an d  m o re  to  H im .

In  sp ite  o f  th e  o ccasio n a l  o v erw h elm in g  so rrow s  o f  th is p resen t life , w e  sh a ll h av e  fo u n d  tru e  h ap p in ess an d  

p eace , a t least in  th e  su m m it o f  th e  so u l, if  w e  lo v e  G o d  ab o v e  a ll th in g s;  fo r  p eace  is  th e  tran q u illity th a t 

co m es  w ith  o rd er, an d  h ere  w e  a re  u n ited  to  th e  v ery  p rin c ip le o f  a ll o rd er  an d  o f  a ll life .

O u r  p ro o f  th u s  rece ives  s tro n g  co n firm atio n  fro m  th e  p ro fo u n d  ex p erien ces o f  th e  sp iritu a l  life , in  w h ich  

a re  rea lized th e  w o rd s  o f  o u r  L o rd : "P eace  I leav e  w ith  y o u : M y  p eace  I g iv e  u n to  y o u : n o t as  th e  w o rld  

g iv e th . d o  I g iv e  u n to  y o u "  (Jo h n  1 4 :27 ). It is n o t in  th e  accu m u la tio n  o f  p leasu res , rich es, h o n o rs , g lo ry , 

an d  p o w er, b u t in  u n io n  w ith  G o d . th a t th e  S av io r  h as  g iv en  u s  p eace . S o  so lid  an d  en d u rin g  is th e  p eace  H e  

h as  g iv en  u s  th a t H e can  an d  ac tu a lly d o es  p rese rv e  it w ith in  u s. as  H e  p red ic ted  th a t H e  w o u ld , ev en  in  th e  

m id st  o f  p ersecu tio n s: "B lessed  a re  th e  p o o r.... B lessed  a re  th ey  th a t h u n g er  an d  th irs t a fte r  ju s tice .... 

B lessed  a re  th ey  th a t su ffe r  p ersecu tio n  fo r  ju stice ' sak e, fo rth e irs is  th e  k in g d o m  o f  h eav en " (M att. 5 : 1 0 ). 

A lread y  th e  k in g d o m  o f  h eav en  is th e irs in  th e  sen se  th a t in  u n io n  w ith  G o d  th ey  p o ssess  th ro u g h  ch arity  

th e  b eg in n in g s o f  e te rn a l life , in ch o a tio  v itae  ae te rn ae  (Ila  Ilae . q . 2 4 . a . 3  ad  2 u m ).

E p icu ru s  b o asted  th a t h is teach in g  w o u ld  b rin g  h ap p in ess  to  h is d isc ip les ev en  in  th e  red -h o t b razen  b u ll o f  

P h a la ris in  w h ich  m en  w ere  ro as ted  to  d ea th . Jesu s  a lo n e  h as  b een  ab le  to  acco m p lish  su ch  a  tir in g  b y  

g iv in g  to  th e  m arty rs  in  th e  v ery  m id st o f  th e ir to rm en ts  p eace  an d  tru e  h ap p in ess  th ro ug h  u n io n  w ith  G o d .

A cco rd in g  to  th e  d eg ree  o f  th is u n io n  w ith  G o d . th e  p ro o f  w e  h av e  b een  d iscu ssin g  is  th e reb y  v ery  m u ch  

co n firm ed  b y  reason  o f  th e  p ro fo u n d  sp iritu a l ex p erien ce ; fo r. th ro u g h  th e  g ift o f  w isd o m . G o d  m ak es  

H im se lf fe lt w ith in  u s  as  th e  life o f  o u r  life : "F o r  th e  S p irit H im se lf g iv e th  te s tim o n y  to  o u r  sp irit th a t w e  

a re  th e  so n s  o f  G o d "  (R o m . 8 : 1 6 ). G o d  m ak es  H im se lf fe lt w ith in  u s  as  th e  p rin c ip le o f  th a t filia l lo v e  fo r  

H im  w h ich  H e  H im se lf in sp ires in  u s.

5 .  G o d , T h e  U lt im a te  F o u n d a tio n  O f  D u ty

W e  h av e  b een  co n sid e rin g  th e  p ro o f  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  b ased  o n  o u r  n a tu ra l d esire  fo r  

h ap p in ess . It m ay  b e  su m m ed  u p . w e  sa id , in  th is w ay : A  n a tu ra l d esire , o n e  th a t h as its  fo u n d a tio n  n o t in  

th e  im ag in a tio n  o r  th e  v ag aries o f  reaso n  b u t in  o u r  v ery  n a tu re , w h ich  w e  h av e  in  co m m o n  w ith  a ll m en , 

can n o t p o ssib ly  b e  in e ffec tiv e , ch im erica l d ecep tiv e; th is m ean s  th a t it can n o t  b e  fo r  a  g o o d  th a t is e ith e r  

u n rea l o r  u n a tta in ab le .

N o w  ev ery  m an  h as  a  n a tu ra l d esire  fo r  h ap p in ess , an d  tru e  h ap p in ess is n o t to  b e  fo u n d  in  an y  fin ite o r  

lim ited g o o d , fo r  o u r  in te llec t, w ith its co n cep tio n  o f  u n iv e rsa l u n lim ited g o o d , n a tu ra lly  co n stra in s u s  to  

d esire  it.

T h ere  m u st, th en , b e  an  u n lim ited g o o d , p u re  an d  s im p le , w ith o u t an y  ad m ix tu re  o f  n o n -g o o d  o r  

im p erfec tio n ; w ith o u t it th e  u n iv e rsal ran g e  o f  o u r  w ill w o u ld  b e  a  p sy ch o lo g ica l  ab su rd ity  an d  w itho u t an y  

m ean in g  w h atev er.



If  th e  h erb ivo re  fin d  th e  g rass  th ey  n eed  an d  th e  ca rn ivo ra  th e  p rey  n ecessa ry  fo r  th e ir  su sten an ce , th en  th e  

n a tu ra l d esire  in  m an  can n o t  b e  to  n o  p u rp o se . T h e  n a tu ra l  d esire  fo r  tru e  h ap p in ess m u st b e  p o ssib le  o f  

a tta in m en t an d . s in ce  it is to  b e  fo u n d  o n ly  in  th e  k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e  o f  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , an d  th is is  

G o d , th en  G o d  m u st ex ist.

T h ere  is an o th e r  p ro o f  fo r  G o d 's  ex is ten ce , th e  s ta rtin g  p o in t o f  w h ich  is n o t in  o u r  d esire  fo r  h ap p in ess  b u t  

in  m o ra l o b lig a tio n  o r  th e  d irec tion  o f  o u r  w ill to  m o ra l  g o o d . T h is  p ro o f  lead s u p  to  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , 

n o t  co n sid e red  as s im p ly  th e  su p rem e  d esirab le  b u t as  p o ssess in g  th e  rig h t to  b e  lo v ed , as  h av in g  a  c la im  o n  

o u r  lo v e , an d  as  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  d u ty .

1 )  T h e  o r d e r in g  o f  o u r  w ill to  m o r a l  g o o d

T h is p ro o f  h as its s ta rtin g -p o in t in  h u m an  co n sc ience . A ll m en . in c lu d in g  ev en  th o se  w h o  d o u b t  th e  

ex is ten ce  o f  G o d , rea lize , a t least v ag u e ly , th a t o n e  m u st  d o  g o o d  an d  av o id  ev il. T o  reco g n ize  th is  tru th  it 

is en o u g h  to  h av e  a  n o tio n  o f  "g o o d "  an d  to  d is tin g u ish , as  co m m o n  sen se  d o es , b e tw een  (1 ) sensib le  o r  

p u re ly  d e lectab le  g o o d s, (2 ) g o o d  th a t is u se fu l  in  v iew  o f  so m e  en d , an d  (3 ) h o n o rab le  o r  m o ra l g o o d  

(b o n u m  h o n estu m ), w h ich  is g o o d  in  itse lf  in d epen d en tly  o f  th e  en jo y m en t o r  u tility it m ay  a ffo rd . T h e  

an im al fin d s its  co m p lete  sa tis fac tio n  in  d e lec tab le g o o d  o f  th e  sen ses; b y  in stin c t  it m ak es  u se  o f  sen sib le  

g o o d  th a t it fin d s  to  b e  u se fu l, b u t w ith o u t p erce iv in g  th a t th e  ra iso n  d 'ê tre  o f  th e  u se fu l lie s in  th e  en d  fo r  

w h ich  it is em p lo y ed . T h e  sw a llo w  p ick s  u p  a  p iece  o f  s traw  w ith  w h ich to  m ak e  its n est w ith o u t k n o w in g  

th a t th e  s traw  is o f  u se  in  b u ild in g it. M an  a lo n e , th ro u g h  b is reaso n , reco g n izes  th a t  th e  u tility o r  ra iso n  

d 'ê tre  o f  th e  m ean s  lie s in  th e  en d  th ey  su b se rv e .

A g ain , h e  a lo n e reco g n izes an d  can  lo v e  the  h o n o rab le  g o o d ; h e  a lo n e  can  u n d ers tan d  th is m o ra l tru th : th a t 

o n e  m u st  d o  g o o d  an d  av o id  ev il. T h e  im ag in a tio n o f  th e  b ru te  m ay  b e  tra in ed  an d  co n tin u a lly  p erfec ted  in  

its o w n  o rd er, b u t  n ev er  w ill it su cceed  in  g rasp in g  th is tru th .

B u t, o n  th e  o th e r  h an d , ev ery  m an , h o w ev er  u n cu ltu red  h e  m ay  b e , w ill g rasp  th is  tru th  as so o n  as  h e  co m es  

to  th e  ag e  o f  reaso n . E v ery o n e  w h o  h as  co m e  to  th e  fu ll u se  o f  reason  w ill reco g n ize  th is  th reefo ld  

d is tin c tio n  in  th e  g o o d , ev en  th o u g h  h e  m ay  n o t a lw ay s  b e  ab le to  p u t  it in to  w o rd s . It  is o b v io u s  to  an y o n e  

th a t a  ta s ty  fru it is a  d e lectab le  g o o d  o f  th e  sen sib le  o rd er, a  p h y sica l g o o d  h av in g  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  m o ra l 

g o o d , s in ce  th e  u se  it is p u t  to  m ay  b e  e ith e r m o rally  g o o d  o r  m o ra lly  b ad : th e  d e lectab le  is n o t  th e refo re  in  

itse lf  m o ra l.

A g ain , a ll a re  aw are  th a t a  b itte r m ed ic in e  is n o t a  d e lec tab le  g o o d , b u t  o n e  th a t is u se fu l in  v iew  o f  so m e  

en d . as  a  p o ssib le  m ean s  o f  reco v erin g  th e ir  h ea lth . In  th is w ay  m o n ey  is  u se fu l an d , fro m  th e  m o ra l p o in t 

o f  v iew , th e  u se  it is p u t to  m ay  b e  e ith e r g o o d  o r  b ad . H ere is o n e  o f  th e  m o st e lem en ta ry  p rin c ip les o f  

co m m o n  sen se .

L astly , ev ery o n e  w h o  h as  co m e  to  th e  ag e  o f  reaso n  sees  th a t tran scen d in g  th e  d e lectab le an d  th e  u se fu l 

th e re  is th e  h o n o rab le  g o o d , th e  ra tio n a l o r  m o ra l g o o d , w h ich  is g o o d  in  itse lf  in d ep en d en tly  o f  an y  

p leasu re  o r  ad v an tag e  o r  co n v en ien ce  re su ltin g  fro m  it.

In  th is sen se  v irtu e  is a  g o o d , su ch  as  p a tien ce , co u rag e ,  ju s tice . T h a t  ju s tice  is a  sp iritu a l g o o d  an d  n o t a  

sen sib le  o n e  is o b v io u s to  ev ery b o d y . T h o u g h  it m ay  b rin g  jo y  to  th e  p erso n  p rac tic in g  it, it is g o o d  

reg a rd less  o f  th is  en jo y m en t: it is g o o d  b ecau se  it is reaso n ab le  o r  in  co n fo rm ity ' w ith  rig h t  reason . W e  a re  

fu lly aw are  th a t  ju s tice  m u st b e  p rac ticed  fo r  its  o w n  sak e  an d  n o t m ere ly  fo r  th e  ad v an tag e  to  b e  g a in ed , le t 

u s  say , in  av o id in g  th e  ev il co n seq u en ces  o f  in ju s tice . T h u s, ev en  th o u g h  it sh o u ld  m ean  ce rta in  d ea th  to  u s, 

w e  a re  b o u n d  to  d o  ju s tice  an d  av o id  in ju stice , esp ec ia lly  w h ere  th e  in ju s tice is g rav e .

T h is is a  p erfec tion  b e lo n g in g  to  m an  as m an . to  m an  as a  ra tio n a l b e in g , an d  n o t as  an  an im al.

T o  k n o w  tru th , to  lo v e  it ab o v e  a ll th in g s, to  ac t in  a ll th in g s in  acco rd an ce  w ith  rig h t  reaso n , is lik ew ise  

g o o d  in  itse lf  ap art  fro m  th e  p leasu re  w e  m ay  fin d  in  it o r  th e  ad v an tages to  b e  g a ined  th e reb y .



F u rth e rm o re , th is h o n o rab le  o r  ra tio n a l g o o d  is p resen ted  to  u s  as  th e  n ecessa ry  en d  o f  o u r  ac tiv ity  an d  

h en ce  as  o f  o b lig a tio n . E v ery o n e  is aw are  th a t a  ra tio n a l b e ing  m u st  b eh av e  in  co n fo rm ity  w ith  rig h t reaso n , 

ev en  as  reaso n  itse lf  is in  co n fo rm ity  w ith  th e  ab so lu te  p rin c ip les o f  b e in g  o r  rea lity : "T h a t w h ich  is , is , an d  

can n o t  a t  th e  sam e  tim e b e  an d  n o t  b e .  " T h e  h o n est m an  w h o  is b ea ten  u n m erc ifu lly  b y  so m e  scam p  p ro v es  

to  h im  th e  su p erio rity  o f  th e  in te llig ib le w o rld  o v er  th a t o f  sen se  w h en  h e  ex c la im s: "Y o u  m ay  b e  th e  

s tro n g er, b u t th a t d o es  n o t  p ro v e  th a t  y o u  a re  rig h t. " Ju stice  is  ju s tice .

"D o  y o u r  d u ty , co m e  w h at m ay . " "o n e  m u st d o  g o o d  an d  av o id  ev il. " In  th ese  o r  eq u iv a len t fo rm u las  th e  

id ea o f  d u ty  fin d s  ex p ress io n  am o n g  a ll p eo p les . P leasu re  an d  se lf-in te res t m u st  b e  su b o rd in a ted  to  d u ty , 

th e  d e lectab le  an d  th e  u se fu l to  th e  m o ra l. H ere  w e  h av e  an  e te rn a l tru th , w h ich  h as  a lw ay s  b een  tru e  an d  

w ill ev er  b e  so .

W h at is  th e  p ro x im ate  b asis o f  d u ty  o r  m o ra l o b lig a tio n ? A s S t. T h o m as  (la  Ilae , q . 9 4 , a . 2 ) say s, th is  b asis  

is th e  p rin c ip le o f  fin ality , ev iden t to  o u r  in te llec t, acco rd in g  to  w  h ich  ev ery ' b e in g  ac ts in  v iew  o f  so m e  en d  

an d  m u st  ten d  to  th a t en d  w h ich  is p ro p o rtio n a te  to  it. W h en ce  it fo llo w s  th a t in  ra tio n a l b e in g s  th e  w ill 

m u st  ten d  to  th e  h o n o rab le  o r  ra tio n a l g o o d , to  w h ich  it h as  b een  o rd ered . T h e  facu lty  to  w ill an d  ac t 

ra tio n a lly is fo r  th e  ra tio n a l ac t  as  th e  ey e  is fo r  see ing , th e  ea r  fo r  h earin g , th e  fo o t  fo r  w alk in g , th e  w in g s  

o f  th e  b ird  fo r  fly in g , th e  co g n itiv e  facu lty  fo r  k n o w in g . A  p o ten cy  is fo r  its  co rre la tiv e  ac t; if  it fa ils to  ten d  

to  th a t ac t it ceases  to  h av e  a  ra iso n  d 'ê tre . It is n o t  m ere ly  b e tte r fo r  th e  facu lty  to  ten d  to  its ac t, it is its  

in trin s ic p rim o rd ial law .

S in ce  o v er  an d  ab o v e  th e  sen sib le , th e  d e lec tab le , an d  th e  u se fu l g o o d , th e  w ill fro m  its  v ery n a tu re  is  

cap ab le  o f  d esirin g  th e  h o n o rab le  o r  ra tio n a l g o o d  (an d  th is is eq u iv a len t to  say in g  th a t it is essen tia lly  

o rd ered  to  th a t g o o d ), it can n o t  re fu se  to  d esire  th a t  g o o d  w itho u t ceasin g  to  h av e  a  ra iso n  d 'ê tre . T h e  w ill is  

fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  lo v in g  an d  d esirin g  ra tio n a l g o o d ; th is g o o d  m u st th e re fo re  b e  rea lized  b y it— b y m an . 

th a t is , w h o  is cap ab le  o f  rea liz in g  th is  g o o d  an d  w h o  ex is ts  fo r  su ch  p u rp o se . T h is  is  th e  p ro x im ate  b asis o f  

m o ra l o b lig a tio n . B u t is th e re  n o t  a lso  a fa r  n o b le r an d  u ltim a te b asis?

T h e  v o ice  o f  co n sc ien ce  is  p ecu lia rly ' in sisten t a t  tim es in  co m m an d ing  o r  fo rb id d in g  th e  p erfo rm an ce  o f  

ce rta in  ac ts— in  fo rb id d in g  p erju ry  o r  treaso n , fo r  in s tan ce— o r  ag a in  in  reb u k in g  an d  co n d em n in g  w h en  a  

g rav e  o ffen se  h as  b een  co m m itted . Is  n o t  th e  m u rd ere r  to rm en ted  b y  h is co n sc ien ce  a fter  lu s  c rim e , ev en  

w h en  th e  d eed  is p erp e tra ted  in  co m p lete  sec recy ?  T h e  c rim e  is  u n k n o w n  to  m en , y e t  co n sc ien ce  n ev er  

ceases  to  u p b ra id  h im  ev en  th o u g h  h e  ch o o ses  to  d o u b t G o d 's  ex is ten ce .

W h ere  d o es  th is  v o ice  o f  co n sc ien ce  co m e  fro m ?  Is  it s im p ly  th e  re su lt o f  a  lo g ical p ro cess?  D o es  it co m e  

s im p ly  fro m  o u r  o w n  reaso n ?  N o , fo r  it m ak es  itse lf  h eard  in  each  an d  ev ery  h u m an  b e ing ; it d o m in a tes  

th em  a ll.

Is  it th e  re su lt  o f  h u m an  leg is la tio n ? N o , fo r  it is ab o v e  h u m an  leg is la tio n , ab o v e  th e  leg isla tio n o f  an y  o n e  

n a tion , o f  ev ery  n a tio n  an d  o f  th e  L eag u e o f  N atio n s. It is  th is  v o ice  w h ich  te lls u s  th a t an  u n ju st law  is n o t 

b in d in g  in  co n sc ien ce ; th o se  w h o  en ac t  u n ju st law s  a re  th em se lv es reb u k ed  in  th e  sec recy  o f  th e ir  h earts  b y  

th e  p ers isten t v o ice  o f  rig h t reaso n .

2 )  T h e  o r d e r in g  o f  o u r  w ill to  m o r a l  g o o d  p r e s u p p o s e s  a  d iv in e  in te l l ig e n t  d e s ig n e r

W h en ce , th en , co m es  th is  v o ice  o f  co n sc ience , so  in s is ten t a t  tim es?  W e  tak e  fo r  g ran ted  th a t a  m ean s  

can n o t  b e  o rd ered  to  an  en d  ex cep t  b y  an  in te llig en t d esig n er, w h o  a lon e  can  reco g n ize  in  th e  en d  to  b e  

a tta in ed  th e  ra iso n  d 'ê tre  o f  th e  m ean s, an d  th e refo re  can  a lo n e  d e te rm in e  th e  m ean s  to  th e  en d . W e  tak e  fo r  

g ran ted  a lso , as  w as  seen  ab o v e  (ch ap . 2 ), th a t  th e  o rd er  in  th e  p h y sica l  u n iv e rse  p resu pp o ses  a  d iv in e  

in te llig en t d esign er. T h en  w ith  m u ch  g rea te r  reaso n  m u st  su ch  an  in te llec t  b e  p resu p p o sed  in  th e  o rd erin g  

o f  o u r  w ill to  m o ra l g o o d . T h ere  is n o  p assiv e  d irec tio n  w itho u t a  co rresp o n d in g  ac tiv e  d irec tio n , w h ich  in  

th is case  m u st  b e  fro m  th e  v ery  A u th or  o f  o u r  n a tu re .



A g ain , if  fro m  th e  e te rn al sp ecu lativ e  tru th s  (su ch  as , th a t  th e  sam e  th in g  can n o t a t  th e  sam e  tim e  b e  an d  n o t 

b e), w e  p ass  b y  a  n ecessa ry  tran sitio n  to  the  ex is ten ce  o f  a  su p rem e  T ru th , th e  fo u n ta in  o f  a ll o th e r  tru th s, 

w h y  sh o u ld  w e  n o t ascen d  fro m  th e  first p rinc ip le  o f  th e  m o ra l law  (it is n ecessa ry  to  d o  g o o d  an d  av o id  

ev il) u p  to  th e  e te rn a l law ?

H ere  w e  b eg in  w ith  th e  p rac tica l  in s tead  o f  th e  sp ecu la tiv e  p rinc ip les ; th e  o b lig a to ry ch arac te r  o f  th e  g o o d  

m erely  g iv es a  n ew  asp ec t to  th e  p ro o f, an d  th is ch aracte ristic , ev id en t a lread y  in  th e  p ro x im ate  b asis o f  

m o ra l o b lig a tio n , lead s u s  o n to  seek  its  u ltim a te  b asis.

If  h o n o rab le  g o o d , to  w h ich  o u r  ra tio n a l n a tu re  is o rd ered , m u st  b e  d esired  ap art  fro m  th e  sa tis fac tio n  o r  

ad v an tages  w e  d erm e  fro m  it; if  th a t b e in g  w h ich  is cap ab le  o f  d esirin g  it m u st d o  so  u n d er  p a in  o f  ceasin g  

to  h av e  a  ra iso n  d 'ê tre ; if  o u r  co n sc ien ce  lo u d ly  p ro c la im s  th is d u ty  an d  th e rea fte r  ap p ro v es  o r  co n d em n s  

w ith o u t o u r  b e in g  ab le to  s tifle rem o rse  o f  co n scien ce ; if , in  a  w o rd , th e  rig h t  to  b e  lo ved  an d  p rac ticed  

in h e ren t in  th e  g o o d  d o m in a tes th e  w h o le  o f  o u r  m o ra l ac tiv ity  an d  th a t o f  ev ery  so c ie ty , ac tu a l  o r  p o ssib le , 

as  th e  p rin c ip le o f  co n trad ic tio n  d o m in a tes a ll rea lity , ac tu al  o r  p o ssib le : th en  o f  n ecess ity  th e re  m u st  ex is t 

fro m  a ll e te rn ity so m e  b asis o n  w h ich  th ese  ab so lu te  rig h ts in h e ren t in  th e  g o o d  a re  fo u n d ed .

T h ese  c la im s  in h e ren t in  ju s tice  d o m in a te  o u r  in d iv id ua l, fam ily . so c ial, an d  p o litica l liv es , an d  d o m in a te  

th e  in te rn a tio n a l life o f  n a tio ns , p ast, p resen t, an d  to  co m e. T h ese  n ecessa ry  an d  p red o m in a tin g  rig h ts  

can n o t h av e  th e ir  ra iso n  d 'ê tre  in  th e  co n tin g en t, tran sien t rea litie s w h ich  th ey  d o m in a te , n o r  ev en  in  th o se  

m an ifo ld an d  su b o rd in a te  g o o d s  o r  d u tie s w h ich  a re  im p o sed  u p o n  u s  as  ra tio n a l b e in g s . T ran scen d in g  as  

th ey d o  ev ery  tilin g  th a t is n o t th e  G o o d  itse lf , th e  rig h ts o f  ju s tice  can  h av e  n o n e  b u t  th a t G o o d  as  th en -  

fo u n d a tio n . th e ir u ltim a te  reaso n .

If . th en , th e  p ro x im ate  b asis o f  m o ra l  o b lig atio n lie s in  th e  essen tia l o rd er  o f  th in g s, o r, to  b e  m o re  p rec ise , 

in  th e  ra tio n a l g o o d  to  w h ich  o u r  n a tu re  an d  ac tiv ity  a re  essen tia lly  o rd ered , its  u ltim a te  b asis is to  b e  fo u n d  

in  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , o u r  o b jec tiv e  la s t en d . T h is m o ra l o b lig atio n co u ld  o n ly  h av e  b een  estab lish ed  b y  a  

law  o f  th e  sam e  o rd er  as  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d — b y th e  d iv in e w isd o m , w h o se  e te rn a l  law  o rd ers  an d  d irec ts  

a ll c rea tu res  to  th e ir  en d . A g en t an d  en d  a re  in  co rresp o n d in g  o rd ers . T h e  p assiv e  d irec tio n  o n  th e  p art  o f  

o u r  w ill to  th e  g o o d  p resu p p o ses  an  ac tiv e  d irec tio n  o n  th e  p art o f  H im  w h o  c reated  it fo r  th e  g o o d . In  o th e r  

w o rd s , in  ra tio n a l b e in g s th e  w ill m u st ten d  to  th e  h o n o rab le  o r  ra tio n a l g o o d , s in ce  th is is th e  p u rp o se  fo r  

w h ich  it w as  c rea ted  b y  a  h ig h er  e ffic ien t cau se , w h o  H im se lf  h ad  in  v iew  th e  rea liza tio n o f  th is g o o d .

T h is is w h y , acco rd in g  to  co m m o n  sen se  o r  n a tu ra l reaso n , d u ty  is in  th e  la s t re so rt  fo u n d ed  o n  th e  b e in g , 

in te llig en ce , an d  w ill o f  G o d , w h o  h as  c rea ted  u s  to  k n o w . lo v e , an d  sen  e  H im  an d  th e reb y o b ta in  e tern a l 

b liss .

A n d  so . co m m o n  sen se  h as re sp ec t fo r  d u ty , w h ile  a t th e  sam e  tim e it reg a rd s  as  leg itim a te o u r  sea rch  a fte r  

h ap p in ess . It re jec ts u tilita rian m o ra lity  o n  th e  o n e  h an d , an d  o n  th e  o th e r  K an tian  m o ra lity , w h ich  co n sis ts  

in  p u re  d u ty  to  th e  ex c lu sio n  o f  a ll o b jec tiv e g o o d . T o  co m m o n  sen se  th is  la tte r  is lik e an  a rid  w aste  w h ere  

th e  su n  n ev er sh in es.

A g ain st th is d em o n stra tio n  o f  G o d 's  ex is ten ce , th e  o b jec tio n  is so m etim es  ad v an ced  th a t it is a  b eg g in g  o f  

th e  q u estio n , th a t it in v o lv es a  v ic io u s c irc le . S tric tly  sp eak in g , th e re  is n o  m o ra l o b lig a tio n , so  it is sa id , 

w ith o u t a  su p rem e  law  g iv e r, an d  it is im p o ssib le to  reg a rd  o u rse lv es as su b jec t to  a  ca teg o rica l m o ra l 

o b lig a tio n  u n less  th is su p rem e  law g iv er  is firs t reco g n ized . H en ce  th e  p ro o f  p u t  fo rw ard  p resu p p o ses w h at 

it seek s to  p ro v e ; a t  th e  m o st it b rin g s  o u t  m o re  ex p lic itly w h at  is  p resu m ed  to  b e  a lread y  im p lic  itly  

ad m itted .

T o  th is  w e  m ay  rep ly , an d  rig h tly so , th a t  it is su ffic ien t first  o f  a ll to  sh o w  th e  p assiv e  d irec tion  o f  o u r  w ill 

to  m o ra l g o o d  an d  th en  g o  o n  to  p ro v e  th e  fu rth e r  tru th  th a t, s in ce  th e re  can  b e  n o  p assiv e  d irec tion  w ith o u t 

an  ac tiv e  d irec tio n , th e re  m u st  ex ist  a  firs t cau se  w h o  h as so  g iv en  th is  ten d en cy  to  th e  w ill. T h u s  w e  h av e  

seen  th a t th e  o rd er  in  th e  w o rld  p resu p p o ses a  su p rem e  in te llig en t d esig n er, an d  th a t  th e  e te rn a l tru th s  

g o v ern in g  a ll co n tin g en t  rea lity an d  ev ery  fin ite in te llig en ce th em se lv es req u ire  an  e te rn a l fo u n d a tion .



M o reo v er, th is p assiv e  d irec tion  o f  o u r  w ill to  m o ra l g o o d  is n o t  th e  o n ly  s tartin g -p o in t fro m  w h ich  w e  m ay  

a rg u e . W e  m ay  a lso  b eg in  w ith  m o ra l o b lig a tio n as  ev id en ced  in  its e ffec ts , in  th e  rem o rse  fe lt  b y  th e  

m u rd ere r, fo r  in s tan ce. W h en ce  co m es  th is  te rrib le  v o ice  o f  rem o rse  o f  co n sc ien ce  w h ich  th e  c rim in a l  n ev er  

su cceed s  in  s ilen c in g  in  th e  d ep th s  o f  Iris so u l?

R ig h t reaso n  w ith in  u s  co m m an d s  u s  to  d o  g o o d , th a t ra tio n a l g o o d  to  w h ich  o u r  ra tio n a l n a tu re  is d irec ted . 

N ev erth e less  it d o es n o t co m m an d  as  a  firs t an d  e te rn a l cau se ; fo r  in  each  o f  u s  reaso n  firs t o f  a ll b eg in s to  

co m m an d , th en  it s lu m bers, an d  is aw ak ened  ag a in ; it h as  m an y  im p erfec tio n s , m an y  lim ita tio n s . It is n o t 

th e  p rin c ip le o f  a ll o rd er, b u t is itse lf  o rd ered . W e  m u st  th e re fo re  ascen d  h ig h er  to  th a t d iv in e w isd o m  b y  

w h ich  ev ery th in g  is d irected  to  th e  su p rem e  g o o d .

T h ere  a lo n e  d o  w e  fin d  th e  u ltim ate b asis  o f  m o ra l o b lig atio n o r  d u ty . T h ere  is n o  v ic io u s c irc le ; fro m  th e  

fee lin g  o f  rem o rse  o r  fro m  its  co n tra ry , p eace  o f  m in d , w e  ascen d  to  co n sc ien ce . In  th e  ap p ro v a l  o r  

d isap p ro v a l o f  co n sc ien ce  lie s th e  ex p lan a tio n  o f  th ese  fee lin g s. W e  th en  lo o k  fo r  th e  so u rce  o f  th is  v o ice  o f  

co n sc ien ce. T h e  u ltim a te  so u rce  is n o t in  o u r  im p erfec t reaso n , fo r  reaso n  in  its  co m m an d in g  h ad  a  

b eg in n in g . It co m m an d s  o n ly  as seco n d ary  cau se , p resup p o sin g  a  firs t cau se  th a t is e te rn a l, s im p le , an d  

p erfect— w isd o m  itse lf , b y  w h ich  ev ery th in g  is d irected  to  th e  g o o d .

T h e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  is n o w  n o  lo n g er  p resen ted  s im p ly  as  th e  su p rem e  d esirab le , w h ere in  a lo n e w e  m ay  

fin d  tru e  h app in ess , if  w e  lo v e  it ab o v e  a ll th in g s; it is fu rth er  p resen ted  as  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  w h ich  m u st  

b e  lo v ed  ab ov e  a ll th in g s , w h ich  d em an d s  o u r  lo v e  an d  is th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  d u ty .

F ro m  a ll th is it is p la in  th a t, if  th e  p rim ary  d u ty ’ to w ard  G o d  th e  la s t en d  o f  m an  is d en ied , th en  ev ery  o th e r  

d u ty  is d ep riv ed  o f  its u ltim a te  fo u n d a tio n . If  w e  d en y  th a t  w e  a re  m o ra lly  b o u n d  to  lo v e  b efo re  a ll e lse  th e  

g o o d  as su ch  an d  G o d  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , w h at  p ro o f  h av e  w e  th a t  w e  a re  b o u n d  to  lo v e  th a t fa r  le ss  

co m p ellin g  g o o d , th e  g en eral  w elfa re  o f  h u m an ity , w h ich  is  th e  m ain  o b jec t o f  th e  L eag u e  o f  N atio n s?  

W h at p ro o f  h av e  w e  th a t w e  a re  b o u n d  to  lo v e o u r  co u n try  an d  fam ily  m o re  th an  o u r  life ; o r  th a t  w e  a re  

b o u n d  to  g o  o n  liv in g an d  av o id  su ic id e , ev en  in  th e  m o st  o v erw h elm in g  a fflic tio n s?  If  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  

h as n o t an  in a lien ab le rig h t to  b e  lo v ed  ab o v e  a ll th in g s, th en  a  fo rtio ri in fe rio r g o o d s  h av e  n o  su ch  rig h t. If  

w e  a re  n o t m o ra lly  b o u n d  b y  a  la st en d , th en  n o  en d  o r  m ean s  w h atev er  is m o ra lly  b in d in g . If  th e  

fo u n d a tio n  fo r  m o ra l  o b lig a tio n is n o t in  a  su p rem e  law g iv er, th en  ev ery  h u m an  law  is d ep riv ed  o f  its  

u ltim a te fo u n d a tio n .

S u ch  is th e  p ro o f  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d  as su p rem e  law g iv er  an d  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , w h o  is  th e  

fo u n d a tio n  o f  d u ty . S u ch  is th e  em in en t o rig in  o f  th e  im p erio u s v o ice  o f  co n sc ien ce , th a t  v o ice  w h ich  

to rm en ts  th e  c rim in a l a fter  Iris c rim e  an d  g iv es to  th e  co n sc ien tio u s  w h o  h av e  d o n e  th e ir  u tm ost, th a t p eace  

w  h ich  co m es  fro m  d u ty  acco m p lish ed .

T h e  m o r a l  s a n c t io n

In  co n c lu sio n  w e  sh a ll say  a  few  w o rd s  ab o u t an o th er  p ro o f  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d , a  p ro o f  c lo se ly  re la ted  

to  th e  p reced in g : th a t  b ased  o n  m o ra l  san c tio n .

T h e  co n sid e ra tio n  o f  h ero ic ac ts  u n req u ited  h ere  o n  ea rth  an d  o f  c rim es  th a t g o  u n p u n ish ed  sh o w s  u s  th e  

n ecessity  o f  a  so v ere ig n  ju d ge , a  rew ard er  an d  v in d ica to r.

T h e  ex is ten ce  o f  th is so v ere ig n  ju d g e an d  o f  an  e te rn a l san ctio n  m ay  b e  p ro v ed  fro m  th e  in su ffic ien cy  o f  a ll 

o th e r  san c tio n s . K an t h im se lf  ch o se  to  a ttach  so m e  im p o rtan ce  to  th is a rg u m en t, b u t  in  itse lf  it is fa r  m o re  

co n v in c in g  th an  h e  m ad e  it o u t  to  b e . It m ay  b e  su m m ed  u p  in  th is  w ay :

B y p ersev eran ce  in  v irtu e  th e  ju s t m an  m erits  h ap p in ess s in ce  h e  h as  p ersev ered  in  d o in g  g o o d . N o w  th e  

h arm o n y  p rev a ilin g  b e tw een  v irtu e  an d  h ap p in ess, in  an o th e r  an d  b e tte r  life , is acco m p lish ed  b y  G o d  a lo n e . 

T h erefo re  G o d  an d  th a t  o th e r  life ex ist.



T h e  m o re  ex a lted  a  m an 's  m o ra l  life is . th e  firm er  an d  liv e lie r is Iris co n v ic tio n  re su ltin g  fro m  th is  p ro o f. In  

rea lity it p resu p p oses  th e  p reced in g  p ro o f  an d  is a  co n firm atio n  o f  it. If . in  fac t, th e  v o ice  o f  co n sc ien ce  

co m es  fro m  th e  su p rem e  law g iv er, th en  H e  m u st  a lso  b e  th e  so v ere ig n  ju d g e  w h o  rew ard s  an d  v in d ica tes . 

B ecau se  H e  is in te lligen t an d  g o o d . H e o w es  it to  H im se lf to  g iv e  to  ev ery  b e in g  w h at is n ecessa ry  fo r  it  to  

a tta in  th e  en d  fo r  w h ich  H e  h as  d estin ed  it. an d  h en ce  to  g iv e  to  th e  ju s t th a t k n o w led g e  o f  tru th  an d  th a t 

b ea titu d e  w h ich  th ey  d ese rv e . (C f. S t. T h o m as. la . q . 2 1 , a . 1 .) F u rth erm o rc. s in ce  th e  su p rem e  law g iver  

m u st o f  n ecess ity  lo v e  th e  g o o d  ab o v e  a ll tilin g s . H e  o w es  it to  H im se lf a lso  to  co m p el re sp ec t fo r  its  

ab so lu te  righ ts  an d  rep ress  th e ir  v io la tio n  (la  Ilae . q . 8 7 , a . 1 . 3 ).

In  o th e r  w o rd s , if  th e re  is o rd er  in  th e  p h y sica l  w o rld  an d  if  th a t o rd er  d em an d s an  in te llig en t d esig n er, 

m u ch  m o re  m u st  th e re  b e  o rd er  in  th e  m o ra l w o rld , w h ich  is o n  an  in fin ite ly h ig h er  p lan e .

H ere in  is th e  an sw er  to  th e  co m p la in ts  o f  th e  ju s t w h o  a re  p ersecu ted  an d  u n ju stly  co n d em n ed  b y  m en . 

H o w  o ften  in  th is w o rld  d o  th e  w ick ed  an d  in d iffe ren t tr iu m p h , w h ile  u p rig h t an d  h ig h -m in d ed  so u ls , lik e  

Jo an  o f  A re . a re  co n d em n ed ?  B arab b as w as  ev en  p re fe rred  to  Jesu s;  B arab b as  w as  se t free  an d  Jesu s  w as  

c ru c ified . In ju stice  ca im o t h av e  th e  la st w o rd , esp ec ia lly  w h en  it is so  flag ran t as  th is . T h ere  is a  h ig h er  

ju s tice ; its  v o ice  m ak es  itse lf  h eard  in  o u r  co n sc ien ce  an d  it w ill o n e  d ay  re s to re  a ll tilin g s to  th e  tru e  o rd er. 

T h en  w ill b e  c learly  m ad e  m an ifes t th e  tw o  asp ec ts  o f  th e  S o v ere ig n  G o o d :  H is rig h t to  b e  lo ved  ab o v e  a ll 

tilin g s , w h ich  is  th e  p rin c ip le  o f  ju s tice , an d  H is b e in g  essen tia lly se lf-d iffu s iv e , w h ich  is  th e  p rin c ip le o f  

m ercy .

T h ese  m o ra l  p ro o fs  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d  a re  o f  a  n a tu re  to  co n v in ce  an y  m in d  th a t d o es  n o t  try  to  s tifle  

th e  in te rio r v o ice  o f  co n sc ien ce. S u ch  a  m in d  w ill h av e  little d ifficu lty  in  d isco v erin g  th e  d eep er  so u rce  o f  

tliis  v o ice  d irec tin g  u s  to  th e  g o o d , b ecau se  it co m es  fro m  H im  w h o  is th e  g o o d  itse lf .

6 .  O n  T h e  N a tu r e  O f  G o d

W e  h av e  seen  h o w  th e  c lass ica l  p ro o fs  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d  as p resen ted  b y  S t. T h o m as  d em o n stra te  th e  

ex is ten ce  o f  a  firs t m o v er  o f  sp iritua l an d  co rp o rea l  b e in gs , o f  a  first cau se  o f  ev ery th in g  th a t co m es  in to  

ex is ten ce , o f  a  n ecessa ry  b e in g  o n  w h ich  a ll co n tin g en t  an d  p erish ab le  tilin g s d ep en d , o f  a  su p rem e  b e in g , 

th e  firs t tru th  an d  so v ere ig n  g o o d , an d  o f  an  in te lligen t d esig n er, th e  cau se  o f  o rd er  in  th e  u n ive rse , to  

w h ich  w e  rig h tly  g iv e  th e  n am e  p ro v id en ce .

N o w  it is  th ro ug h  th ese  fiv e  a ttrib u tes  (firs t m o v er, first cau se , e tc .) th a t w e  h av e  o u r  co n cep tio n  o f  G o d . 

W e  h av e  th u s  p ro v ed  H is ex is ten ce . W e  m u st n o w  g o  o n  to  s ta te  w h at H e  is . w h at  fo rm ally  co n stitu tes H is  

n a tu re . W e  can n o t o th e rw ise  fo rm  a  rig h t id ea o f  p ro v id en ce .

T h e  p r o b le m

H ere  o n  ea rth , o f  co u rse , w e  can  h av e  n o  k n o w led ge  o f  th e  d iv in e  essen ce  as  it is rea lly in  itse lf; fo r  th is  w e  

m u st h av e  an  in tu itiv e  v is io n  o f  it as  th e  b lessed  see  it in  h eav en . O u r  k n o w led g e  o f  G o d  h ere  o n  ea rth  is  

o b ta in ed  so le ly th ro u g h  th e  re flec tio n  o fH is p erfec tion s  in  th e  m irro r  o f  c rea ted  tilin g s . S in ce  th ese  a re  o n a  

p lan e fa r  in fe rio r to  H is. th ey  d o  n o t en ab le u s  to  k n o w  H im  as  H e is in  H im se lf. A s P la to  te lls u s  in  h is  

a lleg o ry o f  th e  cav e , w h ere  G o d  is co n cern ed  w e  a re  to  so m e  ex ten t lik e m en  w h o  h av e  n ev er  seen  th e  su n  

b u t s im p ly  a  re flec tio n  o f  its ray s  in  th e  tilin g s  it illu m in a tes ; o r  lik e m en  w h o  h av e  n ev er seen  w h ite  lig h t 

b u t o n ly  th e  sev en  co lo rs  o f  th e  ra in b ow  : v io le t, in d igo , b lu e , g reen , y e llo w , o ran g e , an d  red . F o r  su ch  m en  

a  rig h t  co n cep tio n  o f  w h ite  lig h t w o u ld  b e  im p o ssib le ; th ey  co u ld  h av e  o n ly  a  n eg a tiv e o r  re la tiv e  

co n cep tio n  o f  it as  an  in accessib le  so u rce  o f  lig h t. It is th e  sam e  w ith  th e  d iv in e n a tu re : w e  ca im o t fo rm  a  

p ro p er  an d  p o sitiv e co n cep tio n  o f  it th ro ug h  c rea tu res , fo r  th e  p erfec tio ns  w h ich  in  G o d  fo rm  an  ab so lu te  

u n ity  a re  in  c rea tu res  m u ltip le  an d  d iv id ed .



H ere  o n  ea rth , th e re fo re , it is im p o ssib le fo r  u s  to  k n o w  th e  d iv in e n a tu re  as  it is in  itse lf . If  th is  w ere  

p o ssib le , w e  sh o u ld  see  h o w  a ll th e  d iv in e  p erfec tio n s co n ta in ed  in  it-su ch  as  in fin ite b e ing , w isd o m , lo v e , 

ju s tice , m ercy — a re  rea lly id en tified , y e t w itho u t  d estro y in g  o n e  an o th e r. A s it is , w e  a re  red u ced  to  

sp ellin g  o u t. as  it w ere , an d  en u m era tin g  th ese  d iv in e p erfec tio n s o n e  a fte r  an o the r, a lw ay s  w ith  th e  

re se rva tio n  th a t  th ey  a re  id en tified in  o n e  tran scen den t  s im plic  ity . in  th e  h ig h er u n ity  o f  th e  D eity  o r  

D iv in ity . B u t th e  D eity  o r  th e  v ery  essen ce  o f  G o d — th a t  w h ich  m ak es G o d  to  b e  G o d — w e  d o  n o t see , n o r  

sh a ll w e  ev er  b e  ab le to  d o  so  u n til  w e  reach  h eav en . It is as  th o u g h  w e  w ere  g az in g  a t th e  s id es o f  a  

p y ram id  th e  su m m it o f  w h ich  rem ain s ev er in v is ib le .

B u t, w ith o u t k n o w in g  th e  d iv in e n a tu re  as  it is in  itse lf , can  w e  n o t d e term in e , so  fa r  as  o u r  im p erfec t m o d e  

o f  k n o w in g  p erm its , w h at  it is th a t  fo rm ally co n stitu tes th a t  n a tu re?  In  o th e r  w o rd s , am o n g  a ll  th e  

p erfec tion s  w e  a ttrib u te  to  G o d  is th e re  n o t  o n e  th a t is fu n d am en ta l, th e  so u rce  as  it w ere  o f  a ll th e  d iv in e  

a ttrib u tes  an d  lik ew ise  th e  p rin c ip le d is tin g u ish in g  G o d  fro m  th e  w o rld ?

Is  th e re  n o t  in  G o d  so m e  rad ica l p erfectio n  h av in g  th e  sam e  fu n c tio n  in  H im  as  ra tio n a lity in  m an ?  M an  is  

d efin ed  as  a  ra tio n a l b e ing ; th is, d istin g u is liin g  h im  fro m  in fe rio r  b e in gs , is th e  p rin c ip le o f  h is d is tin c tiv e  

h u m an  ch arac te ris tic s . B ecau se  m an  is ra tio n a l h e  is free , h e  is m o ra lly re sp o n sib le  fo r  h is ac tio n s, h e  is  

so c ia l an d  re lig io u s , h e  h as  th e  facu lty  o f  sp eech  an d  in te llig en t lau g h te r. T h ese  ch arac te ristic s d o  n o t  ex is t 

in  th e  b ru te  b east. W e  d ed u ce  m an 's  ch arac te ris tic s  as  w e  d ed u ce  th e  p ro p ertie s o f  th e  b ian g le  o r  th e  c irc le .

Is  th e re  in  G o d  so m e  rad ica l p erfec tio n  a lso  th a t a llo w s o f  o u r  d efin in g  H im , acco rd in g  to  o u r  im p erfec t 

m o d e  o f  k n o w led g e , in  so m e  su ch  w ay  as  w e  d efine  m an , o r  ag a in  as  w e  d efine  a  c irc le  o r  a  p y ram id ?  In  

o th e r  w o rd s , is  th e re  n o t  a  ce rta in  o rd er  in  th e  d iv in e p erfec tio n s , so  th a t  fro m  o n e  p rim ary  p erfec tio n  a ll th e  

re s t m ay  b e  d ed u ced ?  T h is is  th e  s ta tem en t o f  th e  p ro b lem .

T h e  v a r io u s  s o lu t io n s

T o  th e  q u estio n  th u s  s ta ted  v ario u s so lu tio n s  h av e  b een  g iv en . B eg in n in g w ith  th e  leas t sa tisfac to ry , w e  

sh a ll p ro ceed  b y  d eg rees  to  th e  m o st  p ro fo u n d .

1 )  S o m e  (N o m in a lis ts) h av e  h e ld  th a t  in  G o d  th e re  is n o  fu n d am en ta l  p erfec tio n  fro m  w h ich  th e  re s t m ay  b e  

lo g ica lly d ed u ced . A cco rd in g  to  th e ir  v iew , th e  d iv in e essen ce  is m erely  th e  su m  o f  a ll th e  p erfec tio n s;  

th e re  can  b e  n o  q u estio n  o f  seek in g  a  lo g ical o rd er  am o n g  th em , s in ce  th ey  a re  s im p ly  d iffe ren t  n am es  fo r  

th e  sam e  tran scen d en t rea lity .

T h is d o c trin e  o f  N o m in a lism  lead s to  th e  co n c lu sio n  th a t G o d  is u n k n o w ab le , b ecau se  H is a ttrib u tes  can n o t 

b e  d ed u ced  fro m  o n e  fu n d am en ta l  d iv in e p erfec tio n ; an d , s in ce  w e  can  g iv e  n o  reaso n  w h y  H e  m u st  b e  

w ise  o r  ju s t o r  m erc ifu l  w e  sh o u ld  s im p ly  b e  asse rtin g  th e  fac t  w ith o u t k n o w in g  w h y .

2 ) O th ers, in sp ired  b y  D escartes, h av e  h e ld  th a t  w h at  co n stitu tes th e  d iv in e  n a tu re  is lib erty  : G o d  is  p re 

em in en tly a  w ill tran scen d en tly  free . D escartes c la im ed  th a t, if  G o d  so  w illed , H e co u ld  m ak e  th e  c irc le  

sq u are , m o u n ta in s  w ith o u t  v a lley s , o r  b e in g s  th a t a t  o n e  an d  th e  sam e  tim e  w o u ld  ex is t an d  n o t ex is t, o r  

e ffec ts  w ith o u t a  cau se . O ck h am  in  th e  M id d le A g es d ec la red  th a t, h ad  G o d  so  w illed , H e co u ld  h av e  

co m m an d ed  u s  n o t  to  lo v e  b u t  to  h a te  b o th  o u rse lv es  an d  H im . T h a t is , th e  p rin c ip le o f  co n trad ic tio n  an d  

th e  d is tin c tio n  b e tw een  m o ra l  g o o d  an d  ev il a re  d ep en d en t  fo r  th e ir tru th  o n  th e  free  w ill o f  G o d . F irs t  an d  

fo rem o st  G o d  is sa id  to  b e  ab so lu te  lib e rty .

In  th e  o p in io n  o f  so m e  m o d ern  p h ilo so p h ers (S ec re tan  in  S w itze rlan d , fo r  in s tan ce ), th e  co rrec t  d efin itio n  

o f  G o d  is I  am  w h at  I  w ill I am  w h at  I  w o u ld  free ly  b e .

In  rep ly  to  th is v iew , it h as  b een  p o in ted  o u t th a t lib e rty can n o t  b e  co n ce iv ed  as  an te rio r  to  in te llec t. L ib erty  

w ith o u t in te llec t is im p o ssib le ; it w o u ld  b e  co n fo u n d ed  w ith  m ere  ch an ce . L ib erty  is in co n ce iv ab le w ith o u t 

an  in te llec t to  d irec t it; it w o u ld  b e  lib e rty w ith o u t s tan d ard  o f  an y  k in d , w ith o u t  tru th , w ith o u t  tru e  

g o o d n ess. A s  L eib n iz rem ark ed , to  say  th a t G o d . if  H e h ad  w ish ed , co u ld  h av e  co m m an d ed  u s  to  h a te  H im , 



is to  d en y  th a t H e  is o f  n ecessity  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d ; in  th a t case , h ad  H e  w ish ed . H e  m ig h t w ell h av e  b een  

th e  M an ich ean  p rin c ip le  o f  ev il. A  m an  w o u ld  h av e  b e  o u t o f  h is sen ses  to  m ain ta in  su ch  a  p o sition . T o  

c la im  th a t G o d  h as  estab lish ed  th e  d istin c tio n  b e tw een  g o o d  an d  ev il b y  a  p u re ly  a rb itra ry  d ecree , to  c la im  

th a t H e is ab so lu te  lib e rty w ith o u t s tan d ard  o f  an y  k in d , is , as  L eib n iz ag a in  say s, " to  d isho n o r  G o d ."

C learly , th en , lib e rty  can n o t  b e  co n cern ed  w ith o u t an  in te llec t an d  w isd o m  to  d irectit, an d  co n v erse ly  

in te llec t is co n ce iv ed  as  an te rio r  to  th e  libe rty  it d irec ts. T h e  k n o w led g e  o f  tru e  g o o d , in d eed , is an te rio r  to  

th e  lo v e o f  th a t g o o d , w h ich  w o u ld  n o t  b e  so  lo v ed  w ere  it n o t  a lread y  k n o w n .

In te llec t, th e re fo re , is  p rio r  to  an d  th e  cau se  o f  lib e rty . S h a ll w e  say , th en , th a t  w h at  fo rm ally  co n stitu tes the  

d iv in e n a tu re  is in te llec t, th e  ev er ac tu al  th o u g h t o r  e te rn a l k n o w led ge  o f  th e  tru e  in  a ll its fu lln ess?  T h is , o f  

co u rse , is a  d iv in e p erfec tio n , b u t  is it th e  fu n d am en ta l  p erfec tio n ?

A  n u m b er  o f  p h ilo sop h ers  an d  th eo lo g ians th o u g h t so . T h ey  co n ce iv ed  o f  G o d  as  p re -em in en tly  a  p u re  

in te llec tua l fla sh  su b sistin g  e te rn a lly . D u rin g  a  s to rm  a t  n ig h t, an  im m en se  s treak  o f  ligh tn in g  m ay  

so m etim es  b e  seen , fla sh in g  fro m  o n e  ex trem ity  o f  th e  sk y  to  th e  o th e r; th is , th ey  w o u ld  say . is a  fa in t 

im ag e  o f  G o d . W e  a lso  sp eak  o f  "fla sh es o f  g en iu s , " as  in  th e  case  o f  N ew to n 's  d isco v ery ' o f  th e  g rea t law s  

o f  n a tu re . T h ese  a re  tran sito ry ' an d  v ery ' co n fin ed  fla sh es , rev ealin g  w h at  a fte r  a ll is o n ly  a  p artia l tru th , lik e  

th e  law  o f  u n iv e rsa l  g rav ita tio n . G o d . o n  th e  o th e r  h an d , is a  p u re  in te llec tu al fla sh  su b sis tin g  e te rn a lly . w h o  

is in fin ite tru th  an d  sees  in  o n e  g lan ce  a ll ac tu a l an d  p o ssib le  w o rlds , w ith  a ll th e ir law s. G o d  is , in d eed , 

e te rn a lly su b sis ten t  th o u g h t itse lf , tru th  itse lf  ev er  ac tu a lly k n o w n . A n d  w h y is  th is?  B ecau se  in te llec tu a l 

life is th e  h ig hest fo rm  o f  life , tran scen d in g  v eg e ta tiv e  p lan t life an d  sen sitiv e  an im al life ; b ecau se , to o . 

in te llec t is an te rio r to  w ill an d  lib e rty ', w h ich  it d irec ts  b y p o in tin g  o u t th e  g o o d  to  b e  d esired  an d  lo v ed .

T h is is a ll q u ite  tru e . B u t is su b sis ten t  th o u g h t o r  in te llec tio n  th e  ab so lu te ly p rim ary  p erfec tio n  in  G o d ?  

H o w ev er  lo fty  th is w ay o f  co n ce iv in g  th e  d iv in e n a tu re  m ay  b e . it d o es  n o t seem  to  b e  th e  h ig h est. [1 0 ]

H o ly S crip tu re  p ro v id es  u s  w ith  a  m o re  p ro fo u n d  co n cep tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e  n a tu re . It  te lls u s  th a t G o d  is  

b e in g  itse lf; H e H im se lf h as  rev ea led  H is n am e  to  u s  as "H e w h o  is ."

G o d  is  th e  e te r n a lly  s u b s is t in g  b e in g

In  th e  B o o k  o f  E x o d u s (3 : 1 4 ), w e  a re  to ld  h o w  G o d , sp eak in g  to  M o ses  fro m  th e  b u rn ing  b u sh , rev ea led  

H is n am e. H e  d id  n o t say . "I am  ab so lu te  lib e rty . I am  w h at  I w ill" ; n o r  d id  H e say , "I am  in te llec t itse lf , 

th o u g h t e te rn ally su b sis ten t."  H e  sa id , "I am  w h o  am , " th a t  is . th e  e te rn a lly  su b sis ten t b e in g

L et u s  ca ll to  m ind  th is  p assag e  fro m  E x o du s: "M o ses sa id  to  G o d : L o , I  sh a ll g o  to  th e  ch ild ren  o f  Israe l, 

an d  say  to  th em : T h e  G o d  o f  y o u r  fa th e rs  h a th  sen t m e  to  y o u . If  th ey  sh o u ld  say to  m e: W h at is H is n am e?  

w h at sh a ll I say  to  th em ?  G o d  sa id  to  M o ses: I am  w h o  am . H e  sa id : T h u s sh a ft th o u  say  to  th e  ch ild ren  o f  

Israe l: H e w h o  is h a th  sen t m e  to  y o u .  "H e  w h o  is: in  H eb rew , Y ah w eh , fro m  w h ich  th e  w o rd  Jeh o v ah  h as  

b een  fo rm ed ."  T h is is m y  n am e  fo rev er, an d  th is is m y  m em o ria l u n to  a ll g en era tio n s"  (ib id ., 1 5 ).

A g ain , in  th e  la s t b o o k  o f  th e  N ew  T estam en t (A p o ca ly p se , 1 :8 ). w e  read : "I am  A lp h a  an d  O m eg a , th e  

b eg in n in g  an d  th e  en d . sa ith  th e  L o rd  G o d . w h o  is an d  w h o  w as  an d  w h o  is  to  co m e, th e  A lm ig h ty ." (C f. 1 : 

4 .)

U n d er  th is title G o d  h as  freq u en tly ' rev ea led  H im se lf to  H is sa in ts, to  S t. C atherin e  o f  S ien a , fo r  in stan ce : "I 

am  H e w h o  is , th o u  a rt th a t w h ich  is n o t.  "

G o d , th en , is n o t o n ly  p u re  sp irit. H e is b e in g  itse lf  su b sistin g  im m ate ria l a t th e  su m m it o f  a ll th in g s  an d  

tran scen d in g  an y  lim its im p o sed  b y  e ith e r sp ace  o r  m atte r  o r  a  fin ite sp iritua l essen ce .



In  o u r  im p erfect m o d e  o f  k n o w led g e , m u st  w e  n o t say  th a t su b sis ten t b e in g  is th e  fo rm al co n stitu en t  o f  th e  

d iv in e n a tu re?

It  w o u ld  n o t seem  a  d ifficu lt m atte r  to  estab lish  th e  tru th  o f  th is. In  fac t, w h at  fo rm ally  co n stitu tes th e  

d iv in e n a tu re  is th a t  w h ich  in  G o d  w e  co n ce iv e  to  b e  th e  fu n d am en ta l p erfectio n  d istin g u ish in g  H im  fro m  

c rea tu res  an d  th e  so u rce  fro m  w h ich  H is a ttrib u tes  a re  d ed u ced .

N o w , b ecau se  G o d  is th e  se lf-su b sis tin g  b e in g , th e  in fin ite o cean  o f  sp iritu a l b e ing , u n lim ited , 

u n m ate ria lized . H e is d istin g u ish ed  fro m  ev ery ' m ate ria l o r  sp iritu a l c rea tu re . T h e  d iv in e  essen ce  a lo n e  is  

ex is ten ce  itse lf , it a lo n e o f  n ecess ity ' ex is ts. N o  c rea tu re  is se lf-ex is ten t: n o n e  can  say : I am  b e ing , tru th , life , 

e tc . Jesu s  a lo n e  am o n g  m en  sa id . "I am  th e  tru th  an d  th e  life . " w h ich w as  eq u iva len t to  say in g , "I am  G o d ."

U p o n  th is cu lm in a tin g  p o in t, n am ely , th e  se lf-su b sis tin g  b e ing , co n v erg e  th e  fiv e  p ro o fs  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  

G o d , as  d ev e lop ed  b y  S t. T h o m as: th e  firs t m o v er, th e  first  cau se , th e  n ecessa ry  b e ing , th e  su p rem e  b e in g , 

th e  in te llig en t d esign er  o f  o rd er  in  th e  u n iv e rse . A ll th ese  a ttrib u tes m u st  b e  p red ica ted  o f  th e  se lf-su b sis tin g  

an d  im m ate ria l b e in g  w h o  is a t th e  su m m it o f  a ll th in g s . A g ain , fro m  th is  cu lm in a tin g p o in t a re  d ed u ced  a ll 

th e  d iv in e a ttrib u tes , as  th e  ch arac te ristic s o f  m an  a re  d ed u ced  fro m  Iris ra tio na lity .

A s w ill b e  seen  m o re  c learly  in  w h at fo llo w s, th e  se lf-su b sis tin g  an d  im m ateria l b e in g  w h o  is a t th e  su m m it  

o f  a ll th in g s m u st  b e  ab so lu te ly  o n e  an d  s im p le , m u st  b e  tru th  itse lf  ev er ac tu ally ' k n o w n , th e  g o o d  itse lf  

ev er  ac tu a lly lo v ed . B y ' reaso n  o f  H is p erfect  an d  u n iq u e  im m ate ria lity ' H e m u st b e  in te llig en ce itse lf , 

th o u g h t  itse lf  e te rn a lly su b sisten t, w isd o m  itse lf; su b sis ten t  w ill an d  lo v e : h en ce  ju s tice  an d  m ercy .

C o n v erse ly , w e  see  th a t  ju s tice  an d  m ercy  p resu p po se  th e  lo v e  o f  th e  g o o d ; th a t lo v e p resu pp o ses  an  

in te llec t w h ich  en lig h ten s it; th a t in te llec t p resu pp o ses  an  in te llig en t b e in g  an d  a t th e  sam e  tim e  an  

in te llig ib le b e in g  w h ich  it co n tem p la tes.

It rem ain s  tru e , th e re fo re , th a t o f  a ll th e  n am es  o f  G o d , th e  p rim ary ' an d  m o st  d istin c tiv e  is "H e w h o  is , " 

Y ah w eh . It  is p re -em in en tly  H is n am e, say s S t. T h o m as  (la , q . 1 3  a . 1 1 ). an d  th a t fo r  th ree  reaso n s:

1 ) B ecau se  it ex p resses  n o t  o n e  fo rm  o f  b e in g  o r  o n e  p articu la r  essen ce , b u t  b e in g  itse lf; an d  G o d  a lo n e is  

b e in g  itse lf , H e a lo n e  is se lf-ex is ten t.

2 ) It is th e  m o st  u n iv e rsal n am e, em b rac in g  b e in g  in  a ll its fu lln ess , w ith a ll its p erfec tio n s— th e  b o u n d less,  

sh o re less , o cean , as  it  w ere , o f  o m n ip o ten t, o m n isc ien t, sp iritu a l  su b stan ce .

3 )  T h is n am e, "H e w h o  is , " s ig n ifie s n o t o n ly  b e ing , b u t  th e  ev er-p resen t  b e ing , fo r  w h o m  th e re  is n e ith e r  

p ast  n o r  fu tu re .

H ere , th en , is w h at  fo rm ally  co n stitu tes th e  d iv in e n a tu re  acco rd in g  to  o u r  im p erfec t m an n er  o f  

u n d ers tan d in g , w h ich  co n sis ts  in  d ed u c in g  fro m  th is  fo rm al  co n stitu en t  th e  d iv in e  a ttrib u tes , en u m era tin g  

th em  o n e  a fte r  an o th e r: u n ity , w isd o m , lo v e , ju s tice , m ercy  an d  th e  re st, y e t  w ith o u t ev er  p erce iv in g  h o w  

th ey  a re  fu sed  to g e th e r  an d  id en tified in  th e  in tim ate life o f  G o d , w h ich  is th e  D eity .

T h e  D e ity

In  th is life w e  can  h av e  n o  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  D eity , o f  th e  d iv ine  n a tu re , su ch  as  it rea lly  is : fo r  th is  w e  

sh o u ld  n eed  to  h av e  an  in tu itiv e  v is io n  o f  it as  th e  b lessed  h av e  in  h eav en , w ith o u t th e  in te rv en tio n  o f  an y  

c rea ted  im ag e. O n ly in  h eav en  sh a ll  w e  see  h o w  w isd o m  is id en tica l w ith  G o d ’s  u tte rly  free  g o o d  p leasu re ; 

h o w , fo r  a ll its  freed o m , th is g o o d  p leasu re  is b y  n o  m ean s  a  cap rice , s in ce  it is p en e tra ted  th ro u gh  an d  

th ro u g h  b y  w isd o m . T h en  o n ly  sh a ll w e  see  h o w  in fin ite  ju s tice  an d  m ercy  a re  id en tified  in  th e  lo v e  o f  th e  

so v ere ig n  g o o d , w h ich  h as  th e  rig h t to  b e  lo ved  ab o v e  a ll e lse  an d  w h ich  ten d s  to  co m m u n ica te  itse lf  to  u s  

fo r  o u r  h ap p in ess.



T h e  D eity , as  it rea lly is . rem ain s fo r  u s  a  secre t, a  p ro fo u n d  m y stery . In d eed , th e  m y stics  h av e  ca lled  it th e  

G rea t D ark n ess , a  lig h t-tran scen d in g  d ark n ess ; it is th e  " lig h t in accessib le" sp o k en  o f  in  S crip tu re .

A lth o u g h  w e  can n o t h av e  k n o w  led g e  o f  th e  D eity  as  it rea lty  is . w e  a re  p erm itted  to  p artic ip a te  in  it th ro u g h  

san c tify ing  g race , w h ich  is in  v ery  tru th  a  p artic ip a tio n  in  th e  d iv in e n a tu re  as  it rea lly  is . [1 1 ] p rep aring  u s  

in  th is p resen t life  to  see  an d  lo v e G o d  so m e  d ay  as  H e sees an d  lo v es H im se lf. F ro m  th is  w e  see  th e  v a lu e  

o f  san c tify in g  g race , w h ich  fa r  su rp asses  th e  n a tu ra l  life  o f  th e  in te llec t, w h eth er  in  u s  o r  ev en  in  th e  an g e ls. 

T h is  tru th  lead s S t. T h o m as  to  rem ark  th a t th e  least  d eg ree  o f  san c tify in g  g race  in  th e  so u l o f  a  little c liild  

ju s t b ap tized  is o f  m o re  v a lu e  th an  a ll co rp o rea l  an d  sp iritu a l n a tu res  tak en  to g e th e r: "T h e  g o o d  o f  g race  in  

o n e  is g rea te r  th an  th e  g o o d  o f  n a tu re  in  th e  w h o le  u n iv e rse"  (la  Ilae . q . 1 1 3 . a . 9  ad  2 u m ).

P asca l  ex p resses  th is  w ell in  o n e  o f  th e  fin est p ag es  o f  Iris P en sees  : "T h e  least o f  m in d s is g rea te r  th an  a ll 

m ate ria l o b jec ts, th e  firm am en t, th e  s ta rs, th e  ea rth  an d  its  k in g d o m s; fo r  th e  m ind  h as  k n o w led ge  o f  a ll 

th ese  tilin g s  an d  o f  itse lf; w h ereas  th in g s m ate ria l h av e  n o  k n o w led g e  a t a ll. B o d ies an d  m in d s, a ll th ese  

tak en  to g e th e r  an d  th e  e ffec ts  p ro d u ced  b y  th em , d o  n o t eq u a l  th e  least ac t o f  ch arity . T h is la tte r  is o f  an  

in fin ite ly h ig h er o rd er. F ro m  th e  su m  to ta l  o f  m ate ria l tilin g s th e re  co u ld  n o t p o ssib ly  issu e  o n e  little  

th o ug h t, b ecau se  th o u g h t is o f  an o th e r  o rd er. F ro m  b o d ies  an d  m in d s w  e  can n o t p o ssib ly  h av e  an  ac t o f  tru e  

ch arity , fo r  th e  la tte r, to o . is o f  an o th e r  o rd er, p erta in in g  to  th e  su p ern a tu ra l. T h e  sa in ts  h av e  th e ir rea lm , 

th e ir g lo ry , th e ir lu s te r, an d  h av e  n o  n eed  o f  tem p o ra l  o r  sp iritu a l ag g ran d izem en t, w h ich  in  n o  w ay  a ffec ts  

th em , n e ith e r in c reasin g  n o r  d ecreas ing  th e ir g rea tn ess . T h e  sa in ts a re  seen  b y  G o d  an d  th e  an g e ls , n o t b y  

b o d ies o r  b y  cu rio us  m in d s. G o d  su ffices  fo r  th em .  " [  1 2 ] T h is su m s  u p  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  h id d en  life .

In  th e  p resen t life th is h o liness rev ea ls m o st c learly , th o u g h  in  th e  o b scurity  o f  fa ith , w h at co n stitu tes th e  

in tim ate life o f  G o d , th e  D eity . T h is it d o es  b ecau se  h o lin ess , w h ich  is th e  life o f  g race  in  its  p erfec tio n , is a  

rea l liv in g p artic ip a tio n  in  th is  sam e  in tim a te life o f  G o d . p rep arin g  u s  to  b eh o ld  it so m e  fu tu re  d ay . H en ce  

th o se  w o rd s  o f  th e  p sa lm ist (P s . 6 7 :3 6 ) : "G o d  is w o n d erfu l  in  H is sa in ts ."

P A R T  I I  :T H E  P E R F E C T I O N S O F  G O D  W H I C H  H I S  P R O V I D E N C E  P R E S U P P O S E S

7 . T h e  D iv in e  S im p lic ity

W e  h av e  seen  th a t th e  fo rm al co n stitu en t o f  th e  d iv in e n a tu re  acco rd in g  to  o u r  im p erfec t m o d e  o f  

k n o w led g e  is su b sis ten t b e in g , fo r  th is d is tin g u ish es H im  fro m  ev ery  o th e r  b e ing  an d  is th e  so u rce  fro m  

w h ich  a ll H is a ttrib u tes  m ay  b e  d ed u ced , as m an 's  ch arac te ris tic s  a re  d ed u ced  fro m  th e  fac t th a t h e  is a  

ra tio n a l b e in g . A n d  n o w , in  o rd er  to  h av e  a  rig h t id ea o f  p ro v id en ce , w e  m u st co n side r  th o se  d iv in e  

p erfec tio n s  w h ich  it p resup p o ses . A fu ll co n sid e ra tio n  o f  th ese  p erfec tio n s  h e lp s  u s  to  a  tru e  n o tio n  o f  

p ro v id en ce  an d  g rad u a lly  lead s u s  to  a  m o re  ex ac t u n d ers tan d in g  o f  it.

W e  d is tin g u ish  b e tw een  th e  a ttrib u tes  re la tiv e to  G o d 's  b e in g  (H is s im p lic ity , in fin ity , e te rn ity , 

in co m p reh en sib ility  ) an d  th o se  re la tin g  to  th e  d iv in e o p era tio n s (in  th e  in te llec t, w isd o m  an d  p ro v id en ce ; in  

th e  w ill lo v e  w ith  its  tw o  g rea t  v irtu es, m ercy  an d  ju s tice ; an d  fin a lly o m n ipo ten ce).

A ll th ese  a ttrib u tes  a re  ab so lu te  p erfec tio n s, im p ly in g  n o  im p erfec tio n , an d  th ey  m ay  b e  d ed u ced  fro m  w h at 

w e  co n cern e  to  b e  th e  fo rm al  co n stitu en t o f  th e  d iv in e n a tu re . [1 3 ]

O u r  L o rd  sa id : "B e y e  p erfect  as  y o u r  h eav en ly  F a th e r  is p erfec t.  "  P erfec t, n o t m ere ly  lik e  th e  an g e ls , b u t as  

o u r  h eav en ly  F a th e r  is  p erfec t; b ecau se  w e  h av e  rece iv ed  san c tify in g  g race , w h ich  sh o u ld  b e  co n stan tly  

in c reasin g  in  u s  an d  w h ich  is a  p artic ip a tio n , n o t in  th e  an g e lic n a tu re , b u t in  th e  d iv in e n a tu re  itse lf . S in ce , 

th en , ev ery  p ass in g  d ay  o u g h t  to  see  in  o u r  liv es a  g rad u a lly in c reasin g  p artic ip a tio n  in  th ese  in fin ite  

p erfec tion s  o f  G o d . w e  sh o u ld  freq u en tly  m ak e  th em  th e  su b jec t o f  co n tem p la tio n  in  o u r  p ray er, b y  s lo w ly  

m ed ita tin g , fo r  in s tan ce , o n  th e  O u r  F a th e r.



W e  sh a ll sp eak  firs t o f  G o d 's  s im p lic ity , w h ich  is so  m ark ed  a  fea tu re  in  th e  w ay s  o f  d iv in e  p ro v id en ce .

I h e  d iv in e  s im p lic ity  a n d  i t s  r e f le c t io n s

W h at is s im p lic ity in  g en era l?  A s u n ity  is th e  n o n -d iv is io n  o f  b e in g , so  s im p lic ity is  th e  o p p o site  o f  

co m p o sitio n , co m plex ity , an d  co m p lica tion . T h e  s im p le is o p p o sed  to  w h at  is co m p ou n d ed  o f  d iffe ren t  

p arts, o p p o sed  th e re fo re  to  w h at  is co m p lica ted , p re ten tio u s , o r  ta in ted  w ith  a ffecta tio n . F ro m  th e  m o ra l 

p o in t o f  v iew  s im p lic ity o r  in teg rity  is o p p o sed  to  d u p lic ity .

W e  sp eak  o f  a  ch ild 's  o u tlo o k  as s im p le  b ecau se  it g o es s tra ig h t  to  th e  p o in t; it h as  n o  co n cea led  m o tiv es; 

its in c lin a tio n  is n o tin  sev era l  d irec tio n s a t  o n ce . W h en  a  ch ild  say s  a  th ing , it is n o t th in k in g  o f  so m eth in g  

e lse ; w h en  it say s "y es , "  it d o es  n o t m ean  "n o " ; it is n o t tw o -faced  o r  d ece itfu l. O u r  L o rd  te lls u s: "If  th y  

ey e  b e  s in g le [s im p le ] , th y  w h o le  b o d y  w ill b e  ligh tsom e .  " T h a t is , if  o u r  in ten tio n  is s tra ig h tfo rw ard  an d  

s im p le , th en  th e re  w ill b e  a  u n ity , tru th , an d  tran sp aren cy  in  o u r  w h o le  life , in s tead  o f  its b e in g  d iv id ed  as  it 

is w ith  th o se  w h o  seek  to  se rv e  tw o  m aste rs, G o d  an d  w ealth . A n d  w h en  w e  co n sid e r  th e  co m p lex ity  o f  

m o tiv e , th e  in s in ce rity  w e  fin d  in  th e  w o rld  an d  th e  co m p lica tio n s  a risin g  fro m  ly in g  an d  d ece it, w e  can n o t 

h e lp  fee lin g  th a t th e  m o ra l  v irtu e  o f  s im p lic ity , o f  can d o r  an d  u p rig h tn ess , is  th e  re flec tio n  o f  a  d iv in e  

p erfec tio n . A s S t. T h o m as  say s, "S im p lic ity  m ak es  th e  in ten tio n  rig h t b y  ex c lu d in g  d u p lic ity " (Ila llae , q . 

1 0 9 , a . 2  ad  4 u m ).

B u t w h at  is d iv in e s im p lic ity ? It  is th e  ab sen ce  o f  a ll co m p o u n d in g  o f  d iffe ren t p arts , th e  ab sen ce  o f  a ll 

d iv isio n .

1 )  T h ere  can no t  b e  in  G o d  a  d is tin c tio n  o f  q u an tita tiv e  p arts  as  in  m atte r. E v ery  m ate ria l th in g  h as  ex ten d ed  

p arts  th a t a re  co n tig u o u s, w h eth er  th ese  p arts  a re  s im ila r  as  in  th e  d iam o n d , o r  d iffe ren t, lik e th e  m em b ers  

an d  th e  o rg an s  o f  a  liv in g b e in g : th e  ey es , ea rs, an d  th e  re s t.

T h e  s im plic ity o f  G o d , o n  th e  co n tra ry , is  th e  s im plic ity  o f  p u re  sp irit, in co m p arab ly  su p erio r  to  th a t o f  th e  

p u res t d iam o n d , o r  to  th e  u n ity  o f  th e  m o st  p erfec t  o rg an ism . In  G o d  w e  d o  n o t  fin d  a  d is tin c tio n o f  tw o  

p arts  as so u l  an d  b o d y , th e  o n e  g iv in g  life to  th e  o th e r: th e  la tte r  w o u ld  b e  le ss  p erfec t; it  w o u ld  n o t  b e  life  

itse lf , b u t  w o u ld  m ere ly  p artic ip a te  in  life ; it w o u ld  n o t  b e  th e  p rin c ip le o f  a ll o rd er, b u t  w o u ld  itse lf  b e  

o rd ered . N o  im p erfec tio n  o r  co m p o sitio n  o f  an y  k in d  ex is ts  in  G o d . E v ery  co m p o u nd  req u ires  a  cau se  

u n itin g  th e  e lem en ts co m p o sin g  it, w h ereas  G o d  is  th e  su p rem e  cau se  u n cau sed . H is s im p lic ity  th e re fo re  is  

ab so lu te .

2 ) T h e  s im plic ity o f  G o d  fa r  su rp asses  th a t  o f  th e  an g e ls. O f  co u rse  an  an g e l  is  p u re  sp irit, b u t  h is essen ce  is  

n o t se lf-ex isten t: it is m ere ly  su scep tib le  o r  cap ab le  o f  ex is ten ce ; it is n o t ex is ten ce  itse lf . A n  an g e l  is a  

co m p o u nd  o f  fin ite  essen ce  an d  lim ited  ex is ten ce , w h ereas , as  w e  h av e  seen , G o d  is se lf-su b sis tin g , p u re ly  

im m ate ria l b e ing .

A n  an g e l can  acq u ire  k n o w led ge  o n ly  b y  m ean s  o f  an  in te llec tu a l facu lty ; h e  can  d esire  o n ly  th ro u g h  

an o th er  facu lty , th e  w ill. T h ese  tw o  facu ltie s  w ith  th e ir  su ccess iv e  ac ts  o f  th o u gh t  an d  d esire  a re  acc id en ts  

d is tin c t  fro m  th e  an g e l's su b stan ce ; h is su b stan ce  rem ain s  a lw ay s  th e  sam e  w h ile  h is th o u g h ts su cceed  o n e  

an o th e r. In  G o d , o n  th e  o th e r  h an d , th e re  can  b e  n o  q u estio n  o f  co m p o sitio n  o f  su b stan ce  an d  acc id en ts, 

b ecau se  th e  d iv in e su b stan ce  is  th e  fu lln ess o f  b e in g , th e  fu lln ess  a lso  o f  tru th  ev er  ap p reh en d ed  an d  o f  

g o o d n ess  ev er  lo v ed . In  H im  n o  su ccessio n  o f  th o u g h ts  tak es  p lace : th e re  is b u t  o n e  u n ch an g in g , su b sis ten t  

th o u g h t, em b racin g  a ll tru th . In  H im  n o  su ccess iv e  ac ts  o f  w ill  o ccu r; th e re  is b u t  o n e  su b sis ten t, 

u n ch an g in g  ac t  o f  w ill, w h ich  is d irected  to  a ll th a t H e  w ills.

T h erefo re  d iv in e  s im p lic ity o r  d iv in e u n ity , is th e  ab sen ce  o f  a ll co m po sitio n  an d  d iv is io n  in  b e ing , th o u g h t, 

an d  v o litio n .

3 )  T h e  s im plic ity o f  G o d 's  in te llec t is  th a t o f  th e  in tu itiv e g lan ce , ex c lu d in g  a ll e rro r  an d  ig n oran ce , an d  

d irec ted  fro m  ab o v e  an d  u n ch an g in g ly  u p o n  a ll k n o w ab le  tru th .



T h e  s im p lic ity o f  H is w ill o r  in ten tio n  is th a t o f  a  tran scen d en tly  p u re  in ten tio n , d isp o sin g  a ll th in g s  

ad m irab ly an d  p erm ittin g  ev il o n ly  in  v iew  o f  a  g rea te r g o o d .

B u t th e  m o st b eau tifu l fea tu re  o f  G o d 's  s im plic ity is  th a t it u n ite s w ith in  itse lf p erfec tion s  th a t a re  

ap p aren tly  a t o p p o site  ex trem es: ab so lu te  im m u tab ility an d  ab so lu te  lib erty , in fin ite w isd o m  an d  a  g o o d  

p leasu re so  free  as  to  seem  a t tim es to  b e  a rb itra rin ess: o r  ag a in , in fin ite  ju s tice  in ex o rab le  to w ard  

u n rep en ted  s in . an d  in fin ite m ercy . A ll th ese  in fin ite p erfec tio n s a re  fu sed  to g e th e r  an d  id en tified  in  G o d 's  

s im p lic ity , y e t w ith o u t d estro y in g  o n e  an o th e r. In  th is esp ec ia lly  co n sis ts  th e  tran scen d en ce  an d  sp len d o r  o f  

tliis d iv in e a ttrib u te .

W e  h av e  a  re flec tio n  o f  th is ex a lted s im p lic ity ' in  a  ch ild 's s im p lic ity o f  o u tlo o k , an d  to  a  g rea te r  d eg ree  in  

th a t o f  th e  sa in ts , risin g  ab o v e  th e  freq u en tly  d ece itfu l en tan g lem en ts o f  th e  w o rld  an d  a ll so rts  o f  d u p lic ity .

L et u s  n o w  co m e  d o w n  o n ce  m o re  to  c reatu res. W e  fin d  a  v ast  d ifferen ce  b e tw een  th e  s im p lic ity  o f  G o d , 

w ith  th e  h o lin ess it re flec ts, an d  th e  seem in g  s im p lic ity  w h ich  co n sis ts  in  g iv ing  v en t to  ev ery th in g  th a t 

co m es in to  o u r  h eart an d  m ind  a t th e  risk  o f  co n trad ic tin g  o u rse lv es  fro m  o n e  d ay  to  th e  n ex t  w h en  

im p ress io n s  h av e  a lte red  an d  p eo p le w ith  w h o m  w e  liv e  h av e  ceased  to  p lease  u s. T h is seem in g  s im p lic ity  

is sh ee r  fick len ess an d  co n trad ic tio n , a  co m p lica tio n  th e refo re  an d  a  m o re  o r  le ss c  o n sc io u s  lie . G o d 's  

s im p lic ity , o n  th e  o th e r  h an d , is an  u n a lte rab le  u n ity , th e  s im p lic ity o f  u n ch an g in g  su p rem e  w isd o m  an d  o f  

th e  p u res t an d  s tro n g est lo v e  o f  th e  g o o d , rem ain ing  ev er  th e  sam e  an d  in fin ite ly su rp assin g  o u r  

su scep tib ility an d  u n stab le  o p in io n s.

W e  h av e  a  g lim p se o f  tliis  d iv in e s im p lic ity w h en  w e  co n side r  th e  so u l  th a t h as  acq u ired  a  s im p le o u tlo o k , 

so  th a t it is n o w  ab le  to  ju d g e o f  a ll tilin g s  w ise ly  in  th e  lig h t o f  G o d  an d  to  d esire  n o th in g  b u t  fo r  H is sak e. 

T h e  co m p lex  so u l, o n  th e  o th e r  h an d , is o n e  th a t b ases  a ll its  ju d g m en ts o n  th e  v ary in g  im p ress io n s  cau sed  

b y  th e  em o tio n s an d  th a t d esires  tilin g s  fro m  m o tiv es  o f  se lf-in te res t w ith  its ch an g in g  cap rices, n o w  

c lin g in g  to  th em  o b stin a te ly , n o w  ch an g in g  w ith  ev ery  m o o d  o r  w ith  tim e  an d  c ircu m stan ces . A n d  w h ereas  

th e  co m p lex  so u l  is ag ita ted  b y  m ere  tr ifle s , th e  so u l  th a t h as  acq u ired  s im p lic ity o f  p u rp ose , b y  reaso n  o f  

its w isd o m  an d  u n se lfish  lo v e , is a lw ay s  a t re st. T h e  g ift o f  w isd o m  b rin g s  p eace , th a t  tran q u illity w h ich  

co n ies  fro m  o rd er, to g e th e r  w ith  th a t u n ity  an d  h arm o n y  w h ich  ch arac te rize  th e  s im p lified  life u n ited  w ith  

G o d .

T h e  so u ls  o f  su ch  m en  as S t. Jo sep h . S t. Jo hn . S t. F ran c is. S t. D o m in ic , th e  C u re  o f  A rs  g iv e  u s  so m e  id ea  

o f  tliis s im p lic ity o f  G o d ; b u t s till m o re  th e  so u l  o f  M aty ', an d  esp ec ia lly  th e  h o ly so u l  o f  Jesu s , w h o  sa id : 

"If  th y  ey e  b e  s in g le , th y  w  h o le  b o d y  sh a ll b e  lig h tso m e." T h a t is . if  y o u r  so u l  is s im p le in  its o u tlo o k , it 

w ill b e  in  a ll th in g s en lig h ten ed , s tead fas t, lo y a l, s in ce re , an d  free  fro m  a ll d u p lic ity . " B e  y e  w ise  as  

se rp en ts [so  as  n o t  to  b e  sed u ced  b y  th e  w o rld ], an d  s im p le as  d o v es . " so  as  to  rem ain  a lw ay s  in  G o d 's  

tru th ."  I  co n fess  to  T h ee . O  F a th e r,... b ecau se  T h o u  h ast b id  th ese  tilin g s  fro m  th e  w ise  an d  p ru d en t, an d  

h ast rev ea led  th em  to  little o n es ."  "L e t y o u r  sp eech  b e  y ea . y ea : n o , n o " (M att. 1 0 : 1 6 ; 1 1 : 2 5 ; 5 : 3 7 )

In  th e  O ld  T estam en t  w e  read : "S eek  th e  L o rd  in  s im p lic ity o f  h eart" (W is . 1 :1 ); "B e tte r is th e  p o o r  m an  

th a t w alk e th  in  h is s im p lic ity , th an  a  rich  m an  th a t is p erv erse  in  b is lip s an d  u n w ise"  (P rov . 1 9 :1 ). "L e t u s  

a ll d ie in  o ur  in n o cen cy ,"  c ried  th e  M ach ab ees  am id  th e  in ju s tices th a t o p p ressed  th em  (I M ach . 2 :3 7 ). 

"O b ey ... in  s im p lic ity o f  h eart."  sa id  S t. P au l (C o l. 3 : 2 2 ) ; an d  h e  ad m o n ish es th e  C o rin th ian s n o t  to  lo se  

" th e  s im p lic ity  th a t is in  C h ris t" (II C o r. 1 1 :3 ).

T h is s im p lic ity ', say s  B o ssu e t, en ab les an  in tro v erted  so u l to  co m p reh en d  ev en  th e  h e ig h ts o f  G o d , th e  w ay s  

o f  P ro v id en ce , th e  u n fa th o m ab le  m y ste ries w h ich  to  a  co m p lex  so u l a re  a  scan d a l, th e  m y ste ries o f  in fin ite  

ju s tice  an d  m ercy , an d  th e  su p rem e  lib e rty  o f  th e  d iv in e  g o o d  p leasu re . A ll th ese  m y sterie s, in  sp ite  o f  th en -  

tran scen d en ce  an d  o b scu rity  , a re  s im p le  fo r  th o se  o f  s im p le  v is io n .

T h e  reason  is th a t, in  d iv in e m atte rs , th e  s im ples t tilin g s , su ch  as  th e  O u r  F a th e r, a re  a lso  th e  m o st 

p ro fo u n d . O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , in  th e  tilin g s o f  th is  w o rld , co n ta in in g  b o th  g o o d  an d  ev il c lo se ly  in te rm in g led  

an d  th e reb y  ex ceed in g ly  co m p lex , an y b o d y  w h o  is s im p le is lack in g  in  p en e tra tio n  an d  w ill rem ain  n a iv e ,



u n su sp ec tin g , an d  sh a llo w . In  th e  th in g s o f  G o d  s im p lic ity is co m b in ed  w ith  d ep th  an d  lo ftin ess ; fo r  th e  

su b lim es!  o f  d iv in e th in g s  as  a lso  th e  d eep est  th in g s  o f  o u r  h eart, a re  s im p lic ity itse lf .

I h e  p e r fe c t  im a g e  o f  G o d 's  s im p lic ity

T h e  p u res t an d  m o st  ex a lted  im ag e  th a t h as  b een  g iv en  u s  o f  th e  d iv in e s im p lic ity is th e  h o lin ess o f  Jesu s, 

w h ich  em b races, as  it  w ere  fu sed  to g e th e r, v irtues  to  a ll  ap p earan ces  a t  o p p o site  ex trem es. L et  u s  ca ll to  

m in d  th e  s im p lic ity H e d isp lay ed  in  H is re la tio n s w ith  H is ad v ersa rie s , w ith  H is h eav en ly  F a th e r, an d  w ith  

so u ls .

T o  th e  P h arisees , w ish in g  to  p u t H im  to  d ea th , H e say s  w ith o u t  fea r  o f  co n trad ic tio n : "W h ich  o f  y o u  sh a ll 

co n v in ce  m e  o f  s in ?" (Jo h n  8 :4 6 .) T h e ir  d u p lic ity  a ro u sed  H is h o ly  in d ig n a tio n : "W o e  to  y o u  sc rib es  an d  

P h arisees , h y p o crite s ; b ecau se  y o u  sh u t  th e  k in g d o m  o f  h eav en  ag a in st m en , fo r  y o u  y o u rse lv es d o  n o t 

en te r  in ; an d  th o se  th a t a re  g o in g  in , y o u  suffe r  n o t  to  en te r.... W o e  to  y o u , b lin d  g u id es ... y o u  a re  lik e  to  

w h ited  sep u lch ers, w h ich  o u tw ard ly  ap p ear  to  m en  b eau tifu l, b u t w ith in  a re  fu ll o f  d ead  m en 's  b o n es , an d  

o f  a ll filth in ess" (M att. 2 3 : 1 3 , 2 5 , 2 7 ).

R efe rrin g  to  H is h eav en ly  F a th e r, H e  say s: "M y  m eat is  to  d o  th e  w ill o f  H im  th a t sen t m e.... I  d o  a lw ay s  

th e  th in g s th a t  p lease  H im .... I  h o n o r  m y  F a the r.... I seek  n o t m y  o w n  g lo ry "  (Jo h n  4 :3 4 ; 8 : 2 9 , 4 9 , 5 0 ).  " 

M y  F a th e r, if  it b e  p o ssib le , le t th is ch a lice  p ass  fro m  m e. N ev erth e less n o t  as  I  w ill, b u t  as  T h o u  w ilt.  " 

"F a th e r, in to  T h y  h an d s  I  co m m en d  M y  sp irit." "It is co n su m m ated "  (M att. 2 6 :3 9 ; L u k e  2 3 : 4 6 ; Jo h n  1 9 : 

3 0 ).

A n d  la stly , w ith  reg a rd  to  th e  fa ith fu l, H e say s  : "L earn  o f  M e, b ecau se  I  am  m eek , an d  h u m b le o f  h eart; an d  

y o u  sh a ll fin d  re s t  to  y o u r  so u ls"  (M att. 1 1 :2 9 ). S u ch  is  th is s im p lic ity o fH is th a t  H e a lon e  can  sp eak  o f  

H is o w n  h um ility w ith o u t lo s in g  it.

H e is  th e  g o o d  sh ep h erd  o f  so u ls , w h o  p re fe rs  th e  co m p an y  o f  th e  p o o r  an d  th e  w eak , th e  a fflic ted  an d  little  

ch ild ren , an d  o f  s in n ers  to o , in  o rd er  to  w in  th em  b ack . H e  is th e  g o o d  sh ep h erd , w h o  in  a ll s im p lic ity g iv es  

H is life fo r  H is sh eep , p ray in g  fo r  H is ex ecu tio n ers an d  say in g  to  th e  g o o d  th ie f: "T h is  d ay  th o u  sh a ll b e  

w ith  M e  in  p arad ise" (L u k e  2 3 : 4 3 ).

B u t th e  m o st  aston ish in g  fea tu re  o f  o u r  L o rd 's s im p lic ity is  th a t it u n ite s in  itse lf  v irtu es  th a t to  a ll 

ap p earan ces  a re  a t  o p p o site  ex trem es, an d  each  v irtu e  ca rried  to  its h ig h est d eg ree  o f  p erfec tio n .

In  H im  a re  reco n c iled  in  a  s im p le u n ity  th a t h o ly  sev erity  o f  ju s tice  H e m etes  o u t  to  th e  h y p o critica l 

P h arisees  an d  th e  ab o u n d in g  m ercy  H e  d isp lay s to w ard  a ll th o se  so u ls  w h o se  sh ep h erd  H e  is ; an d  th e  rig o r  

o f  H is ju s tice  is a lw ay s su b o rd in a te  to  th e  lo v e o f  th e  g o o d  fro m  w h ich  it p ro ceed s .

In  H im  a re  reco n c iled  in  th e  g rea tes t s im p lic ity  th e  m o st  p ro fo u n d  h u m ility  an d  th e  lo ftie st d ig n ity , 

m ag n an im ity  o r  g ran d eur  o f  so u l. H e liv ed fo r  th irty  y ears  th e  h id d en  life o f  a  p o o r  a rtisan , say in g  th a t H e  

cam e  n o t  to  b e  m in is te red  u n to  b u t  to  m in iste r. H e fled  to  th e  m o u n ta in  w h en  th ey  w o u ld  h av e  m ad e  H im  

k in g , w ash ed  th e  fee t  o f  H is d isc ip les o n  H o ly T h u rsd ay , an d  fo r  o u r  sak e  accep ted  th e  fin a l  h u m ilia tio n s o f  

th e  p ass io n . O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , d u rin g  th e  sam e  p assio n  w ith  lo fty  d ig n ity  H e p ro c la im ed  th e  u n iv e rsa lity  

o fH is k in g d o m .  " P ila te sa id  to  H im : A rt T h o u  th e  k in g  o f  th e  Jew s? ... W h at  h ast  T h o u  d o n e? ... Jesu s  

an sw ered : T h o u  say est th a t I am  a  k in g . F o r  th is  w as  I  b o rn , an d  fo r  th is cam e  I  in to  th e  w o rld ; th a t I sh o u ld  

g iv e  te s tim o ny  to  th e  tru th . E v ery on e  th a t is o f  th e  tru th , h eare th  M y  v o ice"  (Jo h n  1 8 : 3 3  ff .). W ith  

s im plic ity an d  n o b le  m ajesty  H e  an sw ered  C aip h as , w h o  ad ju red  H im  to  d ec la re  w h eth er  H e  w as  th e  so n  o f  

G o d : "T h ou  h ast  sa id  it. N ev erth e less  I say  to  y o u , h erea fte r  y o u  sh a ll see  th e  S o n  o f  m an  s ittin g  o n  th e  

rig h t h an d  o f  th e  p o w er  o f  G o d , an d  co m in g  in  th e  c lo u d s  o f  h eav en " (M att. 2 6 : 6 4 ).

T h is  p ro fo u n d  h u m ility  an d  lo fty  d ig n ity  a re  fo u n d  reco n c iled  in  Jesu s ' s im p lic ity . Y et H e, th e  h u m b lest o f  

m en , w as  co n d em n ed  fo r  an  a lleg ed  c rim e  o f  b lasp h em y  an d  p rid e .



In  H im  lik ew ise a re  reco n c iled  th e  m o st  p erfect  g en tlen ess , w h ich  co n stra in ed  H im  to  p ray  fo r  H is  

ex ecu tion ers , an d  th e  m o st  h ero ic  fo rtitu d e  in  m arty  rd o m , ab an d o n ed  as  H e  w as  b y  H is o w n  p eo p le  an d  b y  

a ll b u t a  few  o f  H is d iscip les in  th e  sad d est h o u rs  o f  th e  p ass io n  an d  c ru c ifix io n . T h is s im p lic ity o f  H is h ad  

su ch  n o b ility  ab o u t  it th a t  th e  cen tu rio n , w itn ess in g  H is d ea th , co u ld  n o t h e lp  b u t g lo rify  G o d . say in g  th a t 

" in d eed  th is w as  a  ju s t m an " (L u k e  2 3 : 4 7 ).

G reat  an d  w o n d ro u sly  su b lim e  is s im p lic ity w h en  it th u s reco n c ile s  in  itse lf th ese  ap p aren tly  o p p o site  

v irtu es. It is  th e  h ig h est ex p ress io n  o f  th e  b eau tifu l. F o r  th e  b eau tifu l is h arm o n y , th e  sp len d o r  a risin g  o u t  o f  

u n ity  an d  d iv e rs ity ; an d  th e  g rea te r  th e  d iv e rs ity , th e  m o re  p ro fo u n d  is th e  u n ity , th e  m o re  ex trao rd in a ry  is  

th e  b eau ty '. It  th en  is rig h tly ca lled  su b lim e . In  v ery ' tru th  it is  th e  im ag e  o f  th a t d iv in e s im plic ity w h ich  

reco n cile s  w ith in  itse lf  in fin ite w isd o m  an d  th e  freest  g o o d  p leasu re , in fin ite  ju s tice , in ex o rab le a t  tim es , 

an d  in fin ite m ercy , a ll th e  en erg y ' o f  lo v e  co m b in ed  w ith  a ll its ten d ern ess .

F o r  th is reason  G o d  a lo n e can  p ro d u ce  in  th e  so u l  th is su rp ass in g  s im p lic ity , w h ich  is  th e  im ag e  o f  H is  

o w n . In  u s  tem peram en t  is d e te rm in ed  in  o n e  p articu la r d irec tio n , in c lin in g  u s  e ith er  to  in d u lg en ce o r  to  

sev erity , to  a  b ro ad  an d  co m p reh en siv e  v iew  o f  tilin g s , o r  to  p rac tica l  d e ta ils, b u t  n o t b o th  w ay s  a t  o n ce . If , 

th en , a  so u l w ith  p erfect  s im p lic ity  p rac tices  a t  o n e  an d  th e  sam e  tim e  v irtu es th a t a re  ap p aren tly  ex trem e  

o p p o sites , it is b ecau se  a lm ig h ty  G o d  is v ery  in tim a te ly p resen t in  th e  so u l, im p ress in g  H is lik en ess u p o n  it.

B o ssu e t (d isco u rs  su r  T liisto ire  u n ive rse lle , P art II . ch ap . 1 9 ) ex p resses  th is  th o u gh t  b eau tifu lly  w h en  h e  

say s: "W h o  w o u ld  n o t ad m ire  th e  co n d escen sio n  w ith  w h ich  Jesu s  tem p ers  H is d o c trine?  It  is m ilk  fo r  

b ab es  an d , tak en  as  a  w h o le , is b read  a lso  fo r  th e  s tro n g . W e  see  H im  ab o u n d in g  in  th e sec re ts  o f  G o d , y e t 

H e is n o t asto n ish ed  th e reb y , as  o th e r  m o rta ls  a re  w ith  w h o m  G o d  h o ld s  co m m u n io n . H e  sp eaks  o f  th ese  

th in g s  as  o n e  b o rn  to  th ese  sec re ts  an d  to  th is  g lo ry '. A n d  w h at  H e p o ssesses  w ith o u t m easu re  (Jo h n  3 :3 4 ), 

H e d isp en ses  w ith  m o d era tio n  so  as  to  ad ap t it to  o u r  in firm itie s."

P asca l  in  h is P en sees g iv es s im ila r ex p ressio n  to  o u r  L o rd 's s im p lic ity , th e  p u res t im ag e  o f  th e  s im p lic ity o f  

G o d :

Jesu s  C h ris t, w ith o u t  w ealth  o r  fo rtu n e  o r  d isp lay o f  sc ien tific  k n o w led g e , is in  an  o rd er  o f  h o lin ess  a ll H is  

o w n . H e  w as  n e ithe r  an  in v en to r n o r  a  m o n arch ; b u t  H e  w as  h u m b le , p a tien t, h o ly , h o ly  to  G o d , free  fro m  

a ll s in . T o  th o se  lo v in g  ey es  th a t p erce iv e  th e  w isd o m  in  H im , w ith  w h at s tu p en d o u s  m ag n ificen ce  H e  

cam e! ... N ev er  h ad  m an  su ch  rep u te , n ev er  d id  m an  in cu r  g rea te r  ig n o m in y .... F ro m  w h o m  d id  th e  

E v an g e lis ts lea rn  th e  q u a litie s o f  a  su p rem ely  h ero ic  so u l th a t  th ey  p ic tu re  it so  p erfectly  in  Jesu s  C h rist?  

W h y d id  th ey  m ak e  H im  w eak  in  H is ag o n y ?  D id  th ey  n o t k n o w  h o w  to  p ic tu re  a  d ea th  b o rn e  w ith  

co n stan cy ?  Y es  in d eed , fo r  th e  sam e  S t. L u k e  p ic tu res  th e  d ea th  o f  S t. S tep h en  as  m o re  b rav e ly  b o rn  th an  

th a t o f  Jesu s  C h ris t. T h ey  m ak e  H im  su scep tib le  o f  fea r  b efo re  th e  n ecess ity  o f  d y in g  a ro se , b u t  fu ll o f  

fo rtitu d e  th e reafte r. W h en  th e re fo re  th ey  p o rtray  H im  as  b e in g  so  so rro w fu l, it is  b ecau se  in  th a t h o u r  H is  

so rro w  is se lf-in flic ted  (d es irin g  to  ex p erien ce  th e  c ru sh in g  b u rd en  o f  an g u ish  in  o rd er  to  su ffe r  ev en  th a t 

fo r  u s) ; b u t, w h en  H e  is a fflic ted  b y  m en , it is th en  H is fo rtitu d e  is su p rem e , w ith  th a t s tren g th  w h ich  is  

th e ir sa lv a tion .

T h is s im p lic ity o f  Jesu s , p u res t im ag e  o f  G o d 's  s im p lic ity  , is ap p aren t in  ev ery  d e ta il o f  H is life . P ere  G ro u  

rem ark s: "It is im p o ssib le  to  sp eak  o f  tilin g s so  ex a lted , so  d iv in e , in  a  s im p le r w ay . T h e  p ro p he ts  ap p ear  to  

b e  s tru ck  w ith  am azem en t  a t  th e  g rea t  tru th s  th ey  p ro c la im .... Jesu s  is se lf-p o ssessed  in  a ll th a t H e  say s, 

b ecau se  H e  is d raw ing  o n H is o w n reso u rces ...th e  treasu ry  o fH is  k n o w led g e  is  w ith in  H im  an d in  

co m m u n ica tin g  it H e d o es  n o t  ex h au st it" (L 'in te rieu r d e  Jesu s , ch ap . 2 9 ).

T h u s  w e  a re  ab le  to  fo rm  so m e  fa in t id ea  o f  th e  s im p lic ity o f  G o d , th e  s im plic ity o fH is b e ing , th o u g h t, an d  

lo v e . It is a  s im plic ity u n itin g  in  its tran scen d en ce  su ch  ap p aren tly  o p p o site  a ttrib u tes  as  ju s tice  an d  m ercy , 

u n itin g  w ith o u t d estro y in g  th em , b u t, o n  the  o th e r  h an d , co n ta in in g  th em  in  th e ir  p u re  s ta te  w ith o u t an y  

im p erfec tio n  o r  d im in u tio n . It  w ill b e  g ran ted  u s  to  b eh o ld  th is s im p lic ity in  e te rn a l life , if  g rad u a lly  each  

d ay  w e  d raw  n ig h  to  it in  s im p lic ity o f  h eart, w ith o u t w h ich th e re  can  b e  n o  co n tem p la tio n  o f  G o d  an d  n o  

tru e  lo v e .



8 .  T h e  I n f in ity  O f  G o d

W e  h av e  seen  h o w  th e  s im p lic ity  o f  G o d . th e  s im p lic ity o f  p u re  sp irit, o f  b e in g  itse lf , u n ite s  w ith in  itse lf , to  

th e  ex c lu sio n  o f  a ll rea l d is tin c tio n , su ch  ap p aren tly  o p p o site  p erfec tion s  as  ju s tice  an d  m ercy . W e  h av e  

seen . to o . h o w  th is  d iv in e s im p lic ity is re flec ted  in  th e  o u tlo o k  o f  a  ch ild , in  th a t o f  th e  sa in ts . B u t it is seen  

esp ec ially in  th e  ex a lted  s im p lic ity o f  o u r  L o rd 's  h o ly  so u l w h ich , lik e  th e  d iv in e s im p lic ity , u n ite s w ith in  

itse lf  su ch  seem in g ly  o p p o site  v irtu es as  the  m o st  p ro fo u n d  h u m ility  an d  th e  m o st g ran d io se  m ag n an im ity , 

th e  m o st co m passio na te  g en tlen ess  an d  th e  m o st h ero ic  fo rtitu d e , a  rig o ro u s  ju s tice  an d  a  m o st  ten d er  

m ercy .

W e  m u st n o w  co n side r  an o th er  a ttrib u te  o f  th e  d iv in e B ein g . H is in fin ity : w ith o u t it w e  can  h av e  n o  

co n cep tio n  o f  d iv in e w isd o m  o r  p ro v id en ce.

T lris a ttrib u te  a t  firs t s ig h t ap p ears  to  b e  o p p o sed  to  th e  p reced in g ; fo r  o u r  in te llec t, a lw ay s m o re  o r  le ss a  

s lav e  to  th e  im ag in a tio n , rep resen ts th e  d iv in e s im plic ity as  a  p o in t lik e  th e  ap ex  o f  a  p y ram id . N o w  a  p o in t 

is in d iv is ib le an d  w ith o u t ex ten sio n , an d  h ence  is n o t in fin ite . H o w  can  G o d  b e  b o th  su p rem ely  s im p le an d  

in fin ite?

T h e  reaso n  is th a t th e  d iv in e s im p lic ity is n o t  th a t o f  a  p o in t in  sp ace ; it is a  sp iritu a l s im p lic ity , fa r  

tran scen d in g  sp ace  an d  th e  p o in t. A g ain , th e  in fin ity o f  G o d  is an  in fin ity o f  p erfec tion , fa r  tran scen d in g  

w h at m ig h t  b e  th e  m ate ria l in fin ity o f  a  w o rld  th a t w o u ld  h av e  n o  lim its .

M an y  e rro rs  ab o u t  th e  d iv in e in fin ity a re  th e  re su lt o f  co n fu sin g  th e  q u an tita tiv e  in fin ity o f  u n lim ited  

ex ten sio n  o r  o f  tim e  w ith o u t  b eg in n in g , w ith  th e  q u a lita tiv e in fin ity  o f. say . in fin ite w isd o m  an d  in fin ite  

lo ve . B u t th e  d ifferen ce  b e tw een  th em  is en orm ou s; it is  th e  sam e  as  th e  d ifferen ce  b e tw een  co rp o rea l 

b e in g s an d  th e  in fin ite ly p erfect  p u re  S p irit.

N o r  m u st w e  co n fu se  th is in fin ity  o f  p erfec tio n , in  th e  h ig hest d eg ree  d e te rm in a te  an d  so  co m p le te  as  to  

ad m it o f  n o  in c rease , w ith  th e  in d e te rm in a tio n  o f  m atte r, w h ich  is cap ab le  o f  rece iv in g  fo rm s  o f  ev ery  k in d . 

T h ese  a re  a t o p p o site  p o les : o n  th e  o n e  h an d , w e  h av e  th e  ab so lu te ly  im p erfect in d e te rm in a tio n  o f  m atte r, 

an d  o n  th e  o th e r, th e  su p rem ely  p erfect  in fin ity  o f  th e  p u re  S p irit, w h o  is  b e in g  itse lf .

T h e  a  p r io r i p r o o f  o f  th e  d iv in e  in f in ity

H o w  d o  w e  p ro v e  th e  d iv in e in fin ity th u s  co n ce iv ed  as  an  in fin ity o f  p erfec tio n ?

A  b eau tifu l p ro o f  is g iv en  u s  b y  S t. T h o m as  (la . q . 7 , a . 1 ). It is a  p ro o f  th a t w ill ap p ea l to  th e  a rtis t. S t. 

T h o m as  n o tes  th a t th e  a rtis tic  id ea l th e  id ea l fo rm  as  co n cern ed  b y  th e  a rtist— th e  fo rm , fo r  in s tan ce , o f  the  

s ta tu e  o f  M o ses  in  th e  m in d  o f  M ich e lan g e lo— p o ssesses  a  ce rta in  in fin ity o f  p erfectio n  b efo re  it is  

m ate ria lized o r  lim ited to  a  p articu la r  p o rlio n  o f  m atte r  an d  lo ca lized in  sp ace . F o r  in  th e  m in d  o f  

M ich e lan g e lo th is  id ea l fo rm  o f  th e  M o ses  is in d epen d en t o f  an y  m ate ria l lim ita tio n , an d  m ay  b e  p ro d u ced  

in d e fin ite ly in  m arb le , c lay , o r  b ro n ze . T h e  sam e  ap p lie s to  an y  id eal fo rm  w h atev er, ev en  th e  sp ec ific  fo rm  

o f  tilin g s  in  n a tu re : th e  sp ec ific  fo rm  o f  a  lily , fo r  in s tan ce , o r  o f  a  ro se , a  lio n , o r  an  eag le .

B efo re  b e in g  m ate ria lized o r  lim ited to  a  p articu la r  p o rtio n  o f  m atte r  an d  lo ca lized in  sp ace , th ese  sp ec ific  

fo rm s h av e  a  ce rta in  fo rm al in fin ity o r  in fin ity ’ o f  p erfec tio n , w h ich  co n sis ts  in  th e ir  b e in g  in d ep en d en t o f  

a ll m ate ria l lim ita tio n . T h u s  th e  id ea o f  a  lily tran scen d s a ll p articu la r  lilie s , th e  id ea  o f  an  eag le tran scen d s  

a ll th o se  eag les w h o se  essen ce  it ex p resses . It is a  p rin c ip le  th a t "ev ery  fo rm , b efo re  b e in g  rece iv ed  in to  

m atte r, p o ssesses  a  ce rta in  in fin ity ’ o f  p erfec tio n ."



N o w . as S t. T h o m as  n o tes , it is a  s im p le m atte r  to  ap p ly  th is  p rin c ip le  to  G o d : fo r  o f  a ll fo rm al  p erfec tio n s  

th e  m o st p erfec t is n o t  th a t o f  a  lily o r  an  eag le o r  th e  id ea l m an . b u t th a t o f  b e in g  o r  ex is ten ce , w h ich  is  th e  

u ltim a te ac tu a lity ' o f  a ll th in g s . E v ery ' p erfec tio n  in  th e  u n iv e rse  is so m eth in g  su scep tib le  o f  ex is ten ce , b u t 

n o n e  is ex is ten ce  itse lf; it can  rece iv e  ex is ten ce  as m atte r  rece ives  th e  fo rm  o f  a  lily o r  a  ro se .

If , th e re fo re . G o d  is se lf-ex is ten t. S t. T h o m as  co n c lu d es , if  H e  is b e ing , ex is ten ce  itse lf . H e is a lso  in fin ite , 

n o t in  q u an tity ' b u t in  q u a lity o r  p erfec tio n . If  th e  id ea l lily is in d epen d en t  o f  ev ery  in d iv id u a l m ate ria l 

lim ita tio n , th e  se lf-su b sis tin g  b e in g  w ill tran scen d  ev ery lim ita tio n w h atsoev er, n o t o n ly o f  sp ace  an d  

m atte r  b u t  o f  essen ce  a lso . E v en  th e  m o st  p erfec t an g e l  h as  n o  m o re  th an  a  fin ite ex is ten ce  co n d itio n ed  b y  

th e  lim ita tio n s o f  h is sp iritu a l essen ce ; w h ereas in  G o d  ex is ten ce  is n o t rece iv ed  in to  an  essen ce  su scep tib le  

o f  ex is ten ce : H e is th e  u n rece iv ed  an d  e te rn a lly su b sis ten t ex is ten ce .

G o d  is th u s  in  th e  h ig hest d eg ree  d e te rm in a te , p erfec t, co m p le te :  H e  is ab so lu te ly  in cap ab le  o f  rece iv in g  

ad d itio n s. H e is a t th e  sam e  tim e in fin ite w ithan  u n lim ited  p erfec tio n , an d  in co m p reh en sib le , " th e  in fin ite  

o cean  o f  b e ing , " say s S t. Jo h n  D am ascen e , b u t a  sp iritua l  o cean , b o u n d less , sh o re less , fa r  tran scen d in g  

sp ace  an d  th e  p o in t an d  in fin ite ly su rp ass in g  a  m ate ria l w o rld  su p p o sed ly  in fin ite o r  lim itle ss in  q u an tity .

It is a t o n ce  th e  in fin ity ' o f  b e in g , o f  p u re  sp irit, o f  w isd o m , g o o d n ess , lo v e  an d  p o w er; fo r  in fin ity is a  m o d e  

o f  a ll th e  a ttrib u tes .

S u ch  is th e  a  p rio ri p ro o f  as  g iv en  b y  S t. T ho m as. It  p ro ceed s  fro m  th e  p rin c ip le  th a t ev ery fo rm , lik e  th a t 

o f  a  lily , b efo re  b e in g  rece iv ed  in to  m atte r, p o ssesses  a  ce rta in  in fin ity  o f  p erfec tio n . N o w  th e  m o st  fo rm al  

e lem en t, the  u ltim ate ac tu a lity ' in  a ll th in g s is ex is ten ce . T h ere fo re  G o d , w h o  is  b e ing , ex is ten ce  itse lf , is  

in fin ite w ith  an  in fin ity o f  p erfec tio n  tran scen d in g  ev ery  lim ita tio n , w h eth er  o f  sp ace  o r  o f  m atte r  o r  ev en  

o f  essen ce . H e  th u s in fin ite ly su rp asses  ev ery  m ate ria l  tilin g  an d  ev ery  c rea ted  p u re  sp irit.

T h e  a  p o s te r io r i  p r o o f  o f  th e  d iv in e  in f in ity

T h ere  is an o the r, an  a  p o ste rio ri p ro o f  o f  th e  d iv in e in fin ity , w h ich  sh o w s  th a t  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  fin ite  

th in g s  ex  n ih ilo , th e ir c rea tio n  fro m  n o th in g , p resu pp o ses  an  in fin ite ly ac tiv e  p o w er  w h ich  can  b e lo n g  o n ly  

to  an  in fin ite ly p erfect  cau se . (C f. S t. T h om as, la . q . 4 5 . a . 5 .)

In  fac t  th e  o n ly w ay  a  fin ite cau se  can  p ro d u ce  its  e ffec t is b y  tran sfo rm in g  an  a lread y  ex istin g  o b jec t 

cap ab le  o f  su ch  tran sfo rm ation . T h u s  a  scu lp to r, in  o rd er  to  ca rv e  h is s ta tu e , req u ires  a  m ate ria l; so  a lso  a  

teach er  g rad u a lly  fo rm s  th e  in te llig en ce o f  h is p u p il, b u t h e  d id  n o t  g iv e h im  in te llig en ce .

T h e  g rea te r  th e  p o v erty  o f  th e  o b jec t  to  b e  tran sfo rm ed , th e  g rea te r  m u st  b e  th e  w ealth  an d  fecu n d ity ' o f  th e  

tran sfo rm in g  ac tiv e  p o w er. T h e  p o o re r  th e  so il, th e  m o re  it m u st  b e  cu ltiv a ted , g o o d  seed  so w n  in  it an d  

fe rtilized . B u t w h at  if  th e  so il is so  p o o r  as  to  b e  a lto g e th e r w o rth less?  It  w o u ld  th en  req u ire  an  ac tiv e  

p o w er, n o t  o n ly  ex ceed in g ly  rich  an d  fru itfu l, b u t in fin ite ly p erfec t; an d  th is  is c reativ e  p o w er.

C rea ted  ag en ts  a re  tran sfo rm ativ e , n o t  c rea tiv e . T o  p ro d u ce  th e  en tire  b e in g  o f  an y  fin ite  th in g  w h atev er, n o  

m atte r  h o w  m in u te— to  p ro d u ce  th e  to ta l en tity  o f  a  g ra in  o f  san d , fo r  in s tan ce, to  p ro d u ce  it fro m  

n o th in g — an  in fin ite p o w er  is req u ired , a  p o w er  th a t  can  b e lo n g  o n ly  to  in fin ite ly p erfect  B ein g . It  fo llo w s, 

th e re fo re , th a t th e  first cau se  o f  ev ery th in g  th a t co m es in to  ex is ten ce  m u st  b e  in fin ite ly p erfec t.

N o t  o n ly  w as  it im p o ssib le  fo r  ev en  th e  m o st ex a lted  an g e l to  c rea te  th e  p h y sica l  u n iv e rse , b u t  h e  ca im o t 

c rea te  so  m u ch  as  a  sp eck  o f  d u st; an d  it  w ill ev er  b e  so . T o  c rea te  an y th in g  o u t  o f  n o th in g — th a t is . w ith o u t 

an y  p re -ex is tin g  su b jec t w h atev er— an  in fin ite p o w er  is req u ired .

A g ain st th is  trad itio n a l an d  rev ea led  teach in g , p an th e ism  u rg es  a  so m ew h at  tr iv ia l o b jec tio n . T o  th e  

in fin ite , it say s, n o th in g  can  b e  ad d ed ; if  the re fo re  th e  u n iv e rse  is ad d ed  to  th e  b e in g  o f  G o d , as  a  n ew  

rea lity , th e  b e in g  o f  G o d  is n o t in fin ite .



It is easy  to  an sw er  th is. T h ere  can  b e  n o  ad d itio n  m ad e  to  th e  in fin ite in  th e  sam e  o rd er: th a t  is , n o  ad d itio n  

can  b e  m ad e  to  its b e ing , its  w isd o m , its  g o o d n ess , its  p o w er. B u t  th e re  is n o  rep u g n an ce  w h atev er  in  

so m eth in g  b e in g  ad d ed  in  a  lo w er  o rd er, as  an  e ffec t  is ad d ed  to  th e  tran scen den t  cau se  p ro d u c in g  it. T o  

d en y  th is w o u ld  b e  to  re fu se  to  th e  in fin ite B ein g  th e  p o w er  o f  p ro d u c in g  an  e ffec t d is tin c t  fro m  H im se lf;  

H e w o u ld  th en  n o  lo n g er  b e  in fin ite .

B u t if  th is is so , th e  p an th e is t in s is ts, m o re  b e in g  an d  p erfec tio n  w ill ex ist a fte r  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  c rea ted  

th in g s  th an  b efo re , w h ich  is eq u iv a len t to  say in g  th a t th e  g rea te r  co m es  fro m  th e  le ss.

T h e  trad itio n a l an sw er  g iven  in  th eo lo g y  is , th a t a fter  c rea tio n  m an y  b e in g s ex ist, b u t  th e re  is n o t  m o re  

b e in g  o r  m o re  p erfec tio n  th an  b efo re . S im ila rly , w h en  a  g rea t  teach er  lik e S t. T h o m as  h as  tra in ed  sev era l 

p u p ils , th e re  a re  m an y  th a t  a re  lea rn ed , b u t th e re  is n o  m o re  lea rn in g  th an  b efo re  u n less  th e  p u p ils ex ce l 

th e ir m aste r  in  k n o w led g e . T h is  b e in g  so . w e  can  w ith  ev en  g rea te r  tru th  say  th a t a fter  c rea tio n  th e  w o rld  

h as  m an y  b e in g s b u t  n o t  m o re  b e ing , m an y  liv in g  b e in g s b u t n o t m o re  life , m an y  in te llec ts b u t  n o t  m o re  

w isd o m . H e  w h o  is in fin ite  b e ing , in fin ite life , in fin ite w isd o m , a lread y  ex is ted  b efo re  c rea tio n , co n ta in in g  

in  H im se lf in  an  em in en t d eg ree  th e  lim ited p erfec tion s  o f  c rea ted  b e in g s .

S u ch  is  th e  in fin ity o f  G o d , an  in fin ity o f  p erfec tio n  w h ich  is  th e  p len itu d e n o t  o f  q u an tity  o r  ex ten sio n , b u t  

o f  b e ing , life , w isd o m , h o lin ess, an d  lo v e .

W e  a r e  m a d e  fo r  th e  I n f in it e

In  th is m y stery  o f  th e  d iv in e  in fin ity w e  fin d  th e  p rac tica l  an d  im p o rtan t le sson  th a t  w e  a re  m ad e  fo r  th e  

In fin ite ; to  k n o w  in fin ite tru th  an d  to  lo v e  th e  in fin ite g o o d , w h ich  is G o d .

T h e  p ro o f  o f  th is  tru th  lie s in  th e  fac t  th a t  th e  tw o  h ig h er  facu ltie s  in  u s, in te llec t an d  w ill, h av e  an  in fin ite  

ran g e .

W h ereas  o u r  sen ses  ap p reh en d  o n ly  a  sen sib le  m o d e  o f  b e in g , w h ereas  th e  ey e  ap p reh en d s  o n ly  co lo r  an d  

o u r  ea r  p erce iv es o n ly  so un d , th e  in te llec t g rasp s  th e  b e in g  o r  rea lity o f  th in g s,  th e ir ex is ten ce . It p erce iv es  

th a t  b e ing , su b jec t  to  v ary in g  d eg rees  o f  lim ita tio n , in  th e  s to n e , th e  p lan t, th e  b ru te , an d  in  m an , d o es  n o t  o f  

itse lf  in v o lv e lim ita tio n s. A n d  so  o u r  in te llec t, fa r  su rp ass in g  sen se  an d  im ag in a tio n , asp ires  to  a  k n o w ledg e  

o f  fin ite b e in g s an d  a lso  o f  th e  in fin ite b e ing , so  fa r, a t  an y  ra te , as su ch  a  k n o w led g e  is p o ssib le  fo r  u s. O u r  

in te llec t asp ires  to  a  k n o w led ge  n o t  m ere ly  o f  th e  m u ltip le an d  re stric ted  tru th s  o f  p h y sics, m ath em atics , o r  

p sy ch o lo g y , b u t  o f  th e  su p rem e  an d  in fin ite tru th , th e  tran scen d en t so u rce  o f  a ll  o th e r  tru th s. W h at w e  te ll 

ch ild ren  in  th e  ca tech ism  is  th is: "W h y  d id  G o d  m ak e  y o u ?  G o d  m ad e  m e  to  k n o w  H im ." A n d  w e  ad d : "T o  

lo v e  H im , an d  to  se rv e  H im  in  th is  w o rld , an d  to  b e  h ap p y  w ith  H im  fo rev er  in  th e  n ex t.  "

A s o u r  in te llec t h as  an  u n lim ited  ran g e , an d  is ab le to  h av e  k n o w led ge  o f  b e in g  in  a ll its u n iv e rsa lity  an d  

h en ce  o f  the  su p rem e  B eing , so  a lso  o u r  w ill h as  an  u n lim ited ran g e . T h e  w ill is d irected  b y  th e  in te llec t, 

w h ich  co n ce iv es n o t  m ere ly  a  p articu la r  sen sib le  g o o d  th a t is d e lectab le  o r  u se fu l su ch  as  a  fru it o r  a  to o l 

b u t  it co n ce iv es  g o o d  as su ch , m o ra l  g o o d , v irtues  su ch  as  ju s tice  an d  co u rag e. It ev en  reach es  o u t  b ey o n d  

so m e  sp ecia l m o ra l g o o d , su ch  as  th e  o b jec t o f  ju s tice  o r  tem p eran ce , an d  ap p reh en d s  u n iv e rsa l g o o d , g o o d  

o f  w h atev er  k in d , ev ery th in g  in  fac t  th a t is cap ab le  o f  p erfec tin g  u s. L astly , o u r  in te llec t, fa r  su p erio r  to  th e  

sen ses , ascen d s  to  a  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  su p rem e  an d  in fin ite  g o o d , in  w h ich  ev en ' o th e r  g o o d  h as  its so u rce ;  

th en  th e  w ill illu m in ed b y  th e  in te llec t, d esires  th is su p rem e  an d  in fin ite g o o d . T h e  w ill h as  a  ran g e  an d  

u n lim ited cap acity , w h ich  can  b e  sa tis fied  in  G o d  a lo n e , as  w e  ex p la in ed  a t so m e  len g th  in  P art I , ch ap te r  4 , 

w h ere  w e  sp o k e  o f  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  an d  th e  n a tu ra l d esire  fo r  h ap p iness .

N ev erth e less  o u r  in te llec t an d  w ill a re  n o t d estin ed  n a tu rally  to  k n o w  an d  lo v e G o d  in  H is in tim a te life . In  

th a t G o d  is th e  au th o r  o f  n a tu re , th ey  can  a tta in  to  H im  in  th e  n a tu ra l o rd er  o n ly  b ecau se  H is p erfec tion s  a re  

re flec ted  in  c rea ted  tilin g s.



In  b ap tism a  su p ern a tu ra l life an d  in c lin a tio n w ere  g iv en  to  u s. fa r  su rp ass in g  o u r  n a tu ra l  facu ltie s o f  

in te llec t an d  w ill. W e  rece iv ed  san c tify ing  g race , w h ich  is a  p artic ip a tio n  in  th e  d iv in e n a tu re  an d  th e  

in tim a te life o f  G o d : an d  w ith  g race  w e  rece iv ed  fa ith , h o p e , an d  ch arity , w h ich  g iv e  a  v aste r  an d  m o re  

ex a lted  ran g e  to  o u r  h ig h er facu ltie s .

W e  n o w  g radu a lly  o b ta in  a  b e tte r  g rasp  o f  th e  m ean in g  an d  im p o rt o f  th o se  w o rd s  o f  th e  ca tech ism : "W h y  

d id  G o d  m ak e  y o u ?  G o d  m ad e  m e  to  k n o w  H im , to  lo v e H im . an d  to  se rv e  H im  in  th is w o rld , an d  to  b e  

h ap p y  w ith  H im  fo rev er  in  th e  n ex t.  "

T h e  p u rp o se  o f  o u r  ex is ten ce , th e re fo re , is to  acq u ire  n o t a  m erely  n a tu ra l k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e o f  th e  

in fin ite G o d  as  th e  au th o r  o f  n a tu re , b u t a  su p ern a tu ra l  k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e , th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th a t e te rn a l 

life in  w h ich  w e  sh a ll see  an d  lo v e  G o d  ev en  as  H e secs an d  lo v es H im se lf.

W e  sh a ll th en  h av e  an  in tu itiv e v is io n  o f  th at sp iritu a l in fin ite , w h ich  is G o d . a  lig h t in fin ite ly s tro n g  an d  

so ft. Its  b rig h tn ess  w e  sh a ll  b e  ab le  to  b ear  b ecau se  o u r  in te llec t w ill b e  e lev a ted an d  fo rtified  b y  th e  lig h t o f  

g lo ry '. W e  sh a ll h av e  an  in tu itiv e v isio n  o f  th a t G o d  w h o  is in fin ite g o o d n ess , co m b in in g  a ll th e  s tren g th  o f  

ju s tice  w ith a ll th e  ten dern ess  o f  m ercy . A n d  th is  su p ern a tu ra l  e lev atio n  to  th e  im m ed ia te  v isio n  an d  lo v e  o f  

in fin ite tru th  an d  g o o d n ess  w ill b e  o u rs  fo rev er; it w  ill b e  a  co n tinu o u s  v is io n  an d  lo v e th a t n o th in g  

h en cefo rth  w ill in te rru p t o r  d im in ish .

Y et in  o n e  sen se  th e  in fin ite w ill s till su rp ass u s; b ecau se  o u r  v is io n  o f  th e  d iv in e essen ce  w ill n ev er  b e  th e  

sam e  as  th e  v isio n  G o d  h as  o f  H im se lf, w h ich  is co m p le te ly  co m p reh ensive . In  h eav en  each  o n e  o f  th e  

b lessed  h as  th is in tu itiv e v is io n  o f  G o d . b u t w ith  a  p o w er  o f  p en e tra tio n  in  p ro p o rtio n  to  th e ir m erits  an d  the  

in ten sity  o f  th e ir ch arity . S im ilarly h ere  o n  ea rth  w e  a ll h av e  d irec t  v isio n  o f  a  lan d scap e  s tre tch in g  o u t 

b efo re  u s. b u t w e  see  it b e tte r  if  o u r  s ig h t is k een er. In  h eav en  o u r  v is io n  o f  th e  in fin ite G o d  w ill b e  

im m edia te , b u t p ro p o rtio n a te  to  th e  in ten sity o f  o u r  ch arity ' an d  th e  lig h t o f  g lo ry . G rea t sa in ts lik e  th e  

A p o stle s w ill see  H im  b e tte r, an d  th e ir v is io n  w ill b e  m o re  p en e tra tin g  th an  o u rs ; b u t  th ey . to o . w ill b e  

su rp assed  b y  S t. Jo sep h , an d  S t. Jo sep h  b y  th e  B lessed  V irg in : an d  su rp assin g  h er. th e  h o ly  so u l o f  C h rist 

u n ited  to  th e  p erso n  o f  th e  W o rd . It is p leasan t to  th ink  th a t th e  B lessed  V irg in , w h o se  in te llec t is n a tu ra lly  

in fe rio r to  th a t o f  th e  an g e ls , h as n ev erth e less  a  b e tte r  v is io n  o f  th e  d iv in e essen ce  th an  ev en  th e  m o st 

ex a lted  o f  th em . S in ce  h er  ch arity  su rp asses  th e irs , sh e  h as  rece iv ed  th e  lig h t o f  g lo ry  in  a  h ig h er d eg ree , 

in fe rio r o n ly  to  th a t o f  th e  h u m an  in te llec t o f  Jesu s.

S u ch  is th e  sp iritu a l le sson  w e  rece iv e  in  th is m y ste ry  o f  th e  d iv in e  in fin ity '. W e  a re  m ad e  fo r  th e  In fin ite : to  

k n o w  G o d  in  H is in tim a te life an d  to  lo v e  H im  ab o v e  a ll tilin g s . T h a t is w h y  n o th in g  in  th is w o rld  can  

rea lly sa tisfy  u s  an d  w h y  w e  a re  free  to  re sp o n d  o r  n o l lo  th e  a ttrac tio n  o ffe red  b y  fin ite g o o d . E ach  tim e  w e  

ex p erien ce  w ith in  o u rse lv es th e  lim ita tio n s an d  th e  p o v erty  o f  th ese  p erish ab le  tilin g s , w e  sh o u ld  g iv e  

th an k s  to  G o d ; fo r  it g iv es u s  th e  o p p o rtu n ity , am o u n tin g  so m etim es  to  an  u rg en t n ecess ity , o f  p o n d erin g  o n  

th e  in fin ite rich es , th e  in fin ite fu lln ess o f  tru th  an d  g o o d n ess  th a t a re  in  H im .

9 .  T h e  I m m e n s ity  O f  G o d

G o d . w e  h ave  sa id , is in fin ite : n o t in  q u an tity , as  th o u g h  H e  w ere  an  u n lim ited m ate ria l b o d y , b u t in  q u a lity  

o r  p erfec tio n , th e  o n ly  k in d  o f  in fin ity p o ssib le  w ith  H im  w h o  is p u res t sp irit, w h o  is b e in g  itse lf  su b sis tin g  

in  H is im m ate ria lity a t th e  su m m it o f  a ll th in gs . T h is in fin ity is a  m o d e  o f  a ll H is a ttrib u tes , an d  th u s  w e  

sp eak  o f  H is in fin ite w isd o m . H is in fin ite g o o d n ess . H is in fin ite p o w er.

A n d  n o w . if  w e  a re  to  h av e  a  rig h t id ea  o f  p ro v id en ce  an d  its  u n iv e rsa l sco p e  in c lu d in g  ev ery  ag e  an d  ev ery  

p lace , w e  m u st co n sid e r  th e  d iv in e im m en sity  an d  e te rn ity in  th e ir re la tio n  to  sp ace  an d  tim e, w h ich  a re  o n  

an  in fin ite ly lo w er  p lan e .



If  w e  co n side r  th e  p erfec t b e in g  o f  G o d  as  re la ted  to  sp ace , w e  a ttrib u te  to  H im  im m en sity  an d  u b iq u ity . 

W h en  w e  say  H e  is im m en se , w e  m ean  th a t H e is im m easu rab le  an d  ab le  to  b e  in  ev ery p lace . In  a ttrib u tin g  

u b iq u ity to  H im . w e  a ffirm  th a t H e  is ac tu a lly p resen t ev ery  w h ere . B efo re  c rea tio n  G o d  w as  im m en se , b u t  

H e w as  n o t ac tu a lly  p resen t in  a ll th in g s, s in ce  th in g s  as  y e t d id  n o t ex is t.

It w o u ld  b e  a  g ro ss  e rro r  to  p ic tu re  th e  d iv in e im m en sity as u n lim ited  sp ace , an d  it is eq u a lly fa lse  to  

co n ce iv e  th e  d iv in e e te rn ity  as  u n lim ited tim e , as  w e  sh a ll see  la te r o n .

G o d  is p u re  sp irit: th e re  can n o t  b e  p arts  in  H im  as  th e re  a re  in  w h at is ex tend ed ; w e  can n o t  d is tin g u ish  in  

H im  th e  th ree  sp a tia l d im ensio n s, len g th , b read th , an d  h e ig h t o r  d ep th . W h en  w e  ap p ly  th ese  te rm s  

o ccasio n a lly  to  th e  d iv in e in te llec t, w e  d o  so  p u re ly  b y  w ay  o f  m etap ho r. In  rea lity , G o d  in fin ite ly  

tran scen d s  sp ace , ev en  u n lim ited  sp ace , as  th e  d iv in e e te rn ity  in fin ite ly tran scen ds  tim e , ev en  u n lim ited  

tim e.

It w as  in  a ttrib u tin g th is  sp a tia l im m en sity  to  G o d  th a t S p in o za  e rred . W ere  it so . G o d  w o u ld  n o  lo n g er  b e  

p u re  sp irit b u t x v o u ld  h av e  a  b o d y , an d  th u s  o n e  p art  o f  H im  w o u ld  b e  le ss p erfec t th an  an o th e r; H e  w o u ld  

n o t  b e  p erfec tio n  itse lf . H en ce  th e  d iv in e  im m en sity  is n o t so m eth in g  m ate ria l b u t sp iritu a l an d  in  an  o rd er  

in fin ite ly tran scen d in g  sp ace .

If  w e  x v o u ld  h av e  so m e  id ea o f  th e  m ajesty  o f  th is  d iv in e p erfec tio n , th ree  q u ite  d is tin c t m o d es  o f  d iv in e  

p resen ce  m u st b e  co n sid e red :

1 ) T h e  g en era l p resen ce  o f  G o d  in  a ll tilin g s  b y  H is im m en sity .

2 )  T h e  sp ecia l p resen ce  o f  G o d  in  th e  so u ls  o f  th e  ju s t.

3 )  T h e  u n iq u e  p resen ce  o f  th e  W o rd  in  th e  h u m an ity  o f  o u r  S av io r, an d  th e  re flec tio n  o f  th is  p resen ce  in  the  

C h u rch  an d  in  th e  v ica r  o f  C h ris t.

T h e  g e n e r a l  p r e se n c e  o f  G o d  b y  H is  im m e n s ity

G o d  is ev ery w h ere . W h at m ean in g  a re  x v e  to  g iv e  to  th is  p h rase  w h ich  so  o ften  o ccu rs  in  H o ly  S crip tu re?  

F irst, G o d  is ev ery w h ere  b y  H is p o x v er. to  x v h ich  a ll th in g s  a re  su b jec ted ,  th ro u g h  x v h ich  a lso  H e  se ts  ev ery  

b e in g  in  m o tio n , an d  d irec ts it to  ac tio n . S eco n d ly , G o d  is ev ery w h ere  b y  H is p resence , in  th a t a ll th in g s  a re  

k n o w n  to  H im . A ll th in g s a re  la id  b are  to  H is s ig h t, ev en  to  th e  m in u tes t d e ta il to  th e  m o st p ro fo u n d  secre ts  

o f  o u r  h earts  an d  th e  in n e rm o st recesses  o f  co n sc ien ce . L astly . G o d  is  p resen t b y  H is essen ce , in  th a t  b y  H is  

p rese rv a tiv e  ac tio n , w h ich  is id en tica l x v ith H is v ery  b e ing , H e m ain ta in s ev ery  c rea tu re  in  ex is ten ce .

M o reo v er, as in  c rea tio n  G o d 's  ac tio n  is im m ed ia te x v ith o u t  an y  c rea tu re  o r  in stru m en t  in te rv en in g , so  to o  

H is p rese rva tiv e  ac tio n , w h ich  is th e  co n tin u a tio n  o f  H is c reativ e  ac t. is ex erc ized  im m ed ia te ly in  ev ery  

c rea tu re  an d  u p o n  w h at is m o st  in tim a te in  th em , th e ir v ery  b e ing . H e is th u s  p resen t ev en  to  th o se  fa r  

d is tan t n eb u lae  w h ich  o u r  te le sco p es  b are ly  su cceed  in  b rin g in g  to  v iew .

T h erefo re  G o d . th o u g h  n o t  co rp o rea l is ev ery x v h ere . n o t  as  a  m ate ria l b o d y  is in  p lace , b u t b y  a  s im p le  

v irtu a l co n tac t  o f  H is c reativ e  an d  p rese rv a tiv e  p o x v er, w h erev er  in  fac t  th e re  a re  b o d ies  to  b e  m ain ta in ed  in  

ex is ten ce . B esid es th is, in  a  sp h ere  o f  b e in g  tran scen d in g  sp ace , H e  is p resen t  to  ev ery  sp irit, w h o m  H e  

m ain ta in s in  b e in g  as  H e d o es  th e  re s t o f  c rea tu res .

A n d  so  G o d  as  p u re  sp irit is in  ev ery ' b e in g , in  ev ery ' so u l o f  w h ich  H e  is th e  transcen d en t  cen te r  as  th e  

ap ex  o f  th e  p y ram id  co n ta in s in  a  tran scen d en t m aim er  a ll its s id es. G o d  is th a t sp iritua l fo rce  w h ich  

m ain ta in s ev ery th in g  in  ex is ten ce . A s th e  litu rg y ' h as it: R eru m  D eu s  ten ax  v ig o r Im m o tu s in  te  p erm an en s. 

(G o d  p o w erfu l  su sta in e r  o f  a ll th in g s  T h o u  w h o  d o st rem ain  p erm an en tly  u n m o v ed .  )



I h e  s p e c ia l  p r e s e n c e  o f  G o d  in  th e  ju s t

T h ere  is an o th e r  p resen ce  o f  G o d . w h ich  is p ecu liar  to  th e  so u l  in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race  w h eth er  o n  ea rth , in  

p u rg a to ry , o r  in  h eav en . G o d  is n o  lo n g er p resen t s im p ly  as  co n se rv in g  cau se— as su chH e  is  w ith in  ev en  

in an im ate b o d ies— b u t H e  d w ells in  th e  so u ls  o f  th e  ju s t as  in  a  tem p le , th e  o b jec t o f  a  q u asi-ex p erim en ta l 

k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e .

O u r  L o rd  sa id : "If  an y  m an  lo v e  m e, h e  w ill k eep  m y  w o rd . A n d  m y  F a th e r  w ill lo v e h im : an d  w e  w ill 

co m e  to  h im  an d  w ill m ak e  o u r  ab o d e  w ith  h im " (Jo h n  1 4 :2 3 ). W h at is m ean t b y  "W e  w ill co m e"?  W h o  

w ill co m e?  Is it s im p ly c rea ted  g race?  N o , in  th e  so u ls o f  th e  ju s t th e  th ree  d iv in e P erso n s  co m e  to  tak e  u p  

th e ir ab o d e: th e  F a th e r  an d  th e  S o n , an d  w ith  th em  th e  H o ly G h o st, w h o m  th e  S o n  h as  p ro m ised .

T h is  is w h at th e  A p o stle S t. Jo h n  u n d ersto o d  it to  m ean  w h en  h e  sa id : "G o d  is ch arity : an d  h e  th a t ab id e th  

in  ch arity , ab id e th  in  G o d , an d  G o d  in  h im " (I Jo h n  4 : 1 6 ).

H o w ev er  g rea t th e  ea rth ly  d is tan ce  sep ara tin g  so u ls  th a t a re  in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race , b e  it fro m  R o m e  to  Jap an , 

it is th e  sam e  G o d  w h o  d w ells  in  th em  a ll en lig h ten in g , s tren g th en in g , an d  d raw in g  th em  to  H im se lf.

T h e  sam e  is b ro u g h t o u t  b y  S t. P au l (I C o r. 3 :1 6 ) : "K n o w  y o u  n o t  th a t y o u  a re  th e  tem p le  o f  G o d  an d  th a t 

th e  S p irit o f  G o d  d w elle th  in  y o u ?" "K n o w  y o u  n o t  th a t y o u r  m em b ers a re  th e  tem p le  o f  th e  H o ly G h o st, 

w h o  is in  y o u , w h o m  y o u  h av e  fro m  G o d : an d  y o u  a re  n o t y o u r  o w n ?  F o r  y o u  a re  b o u g h t w ith  a  g rea t p rice . 

G lo rify  an d  b ear  G o d  in  y o u r  b o d y "  (ib id ., 6 : 1 9 -2 0 ), th a t is , b y  co m p o rtin g  y o u rse lv es in  a  m an n er  w o rth y  

o f  H im . A n d  S t. P au l say s  to  th e  R o m an s (5 :5 ) : "T h e  ch arity  o f  G o d  is p o u red  fo rth  in  o u r  h earts  b y  th e  

H o ly G h o st, w h o  is g iven  to  u s."

T h is su b lim e  d o c trine  w as  a  co m m o n place  in  th e  ea rly C h u rch : th e  m arty rs  p ro c la im ed  it o p en ly  b efo re  

th e ir  ju d g es . T h u s S t. L u cy  o f  S y racu se  an sw ers  th e  ju d g e  P asch asius : "W o rd s  can  n ev er  b e  w an tin g  to  

th o se  w h o  b ear  w ith in  th em  th e  H o ly G h o st. " "Is  th e  H o ly G h o st w ith in  th ee , th en ?" "Y es. a ll w h o  lead  a  

ch aste  an d  u p rig h t life a re  th e  tem p les o f  th e  H o ly G h o st."

T h e  c reed s  an d  co u n c ils o f  th e  C h u rch , th e  C o u n c il  o f  T ren t, fo r  in stan ce , a ffirm  th a t th e  B lessed  T rin ity  

d w ells in  th e  so u ls  o f  th e  ju s t as in  a  tem p le an d  fro m  tim e  to  tim e m ak es its p resen ce  fe lt  b y  a  m o re  

lu m in o u s in sp ira tio n , a  m o re  p ro fo u n d  p eace , lik e  th a t w h ich  th e  d iscip les ex p erien ced  as  th ey  co n v ersed  

w ith  o u r  L o rd  o n  th e  w ay  to  E m m au s  (L u k e  2 4 : 4 2 ) : "W as n o t o u r  h eart  b u rn in g  w ith in  u s. w h ilst  H e  

sp o k e  in  th e  w ay , an d  o p en ed  to  u s  th e  S crip tu re?"  In  fin e , as S t. P au l say s  to  th e  R o m an s (8 : 1 6 ). " th e  

S p irit H im se lf g iv e th  te s tim o ny  to  o u r  sp irit th a t w e  a re  th e  so n s  o f  G o d ."

G o d  m ak es  th is sp ecia l  p resen ce  o f  H is fe lt in  u s  b y  th a t filia l lo v e fo r  H im  w ith  w h ich  H e  h im se lf in sp ires  

u s  an d  w h ich , lik e  th e  p eace  it b rin g s  u s, can  co m e  o n ly  fro m  H im . (C f. S t. T h o m as, C o m m en t, in  E p . ad  

R o m ., 8 : 1 6 .)

I h e  u n iq u e  p r e se n c e  o f  G o d  in  th e  h u m a n ity  o f  J e s u s

S u rp assin g  th e  g en eral  p resen ce  o f  G o d  in  a ll th in g s , ev en  H is sp ecia l  p resen ce  in  th e  so u ls  o f  th e  ju s t, is  

th a t  u n iq u e an d  q u ite  ex cep tio n a l p resen ce  o f  th e  W o rd  in  th e  h u m an ity  o f  Jesus .

T h is  p resen ce  o f  th e  W o rd  in  th e  sac red  h u m an ity  o f  Jesu s  is n o t, as  in  th e  sa in ts , a  p u re ly  acc id en ta l  u n io n  

o f  k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e . It  is a  u n io n  th a t is su b stan tia l in  th e  sen se  th a t  th e  W o rd  assu m ed  an d  m ad e  H is  

o w n fo rev erth e  h u m an ity  o f  Jesu s  w h ich  co n sis ted  o f  H is h o ly  so u land H is b o d y  v irg in ally co n ce iv ed . 

T h ere  is th u s  in  Jesu s  C h ris t  b u t  o n e  P erson , p o ssessin g  b o th  th e  d iv in e  n a tu re  an d  a  h u m an  n a tu re  w ith o u t 

m u tu a l co n fu sio n , in  so m e  su ch  w ay  as  each  o n e  o f  u s  p o ssesses h is so u l  an d  b o d y  u n co n fu sed .



O b v io u sly  th is su b stan tia l u n io n  o f  C h rist's  h u m an ity  w ith  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  im m easu rab ly  su rp asses  b o th  

th e  g en era l p resen ce  o f  G o d  in  a ll th in g s  b y  im m en sity  an d  ev en  th a t sp ecia l p resen ce  o f  H is in  th e  so u ls o f  

th e  ju s t o n  ea rth , in  p u rg a to ry , o r  in  h eav en .

M o reo v er, in  th e  sac red  h u m an ity  o f  Jesu s  th e re  is a  w o n d erfu l  p artic ip a tio n  in  th e  d iv in e im m en sity , s in ce  

b y  E u ch aris tic  co n sec ra tio n  H is b o d y  is m ad e  p resen t  th ro u g h o u t th e  w o rld  o n  ev ery  a lta r w h ere  th e  

co n secra ted  h o st is re se rved . H is  b o d y  is p resen t th e re  n o t  as  lo ca lized in  sp ace , b u t  a fte r  th e  m aim er  o f  

su b stan ce . S u b stan ce  is n o t o f  itse lf  ex tend ed ; in  ce rta in  re spec ts  it  tran scen ds  ex ten sio n  an d  sp ace ; an d  th is  

h e lp s u s  to  u n d erstan d  h o w  th e  se lfsam e  b o d y  o f  C h ris t rem ain in g  p resen t in  h eav en  can , w ith o u t b e ing  

m u ltip lied , b eco m e  rea lly  p resen t th ro u g h o u t th e  w o rld  in  ev ery  tab e rn ac le  w h ere  th e re  a re  co n sec  ra ted  

h o sts . W e  h av e  h ere  a  rem o te  lik en ess to  th a t p resen ce  b y  w h ich  G o d  H im se lf  is in  ev en ' m ate ria l b e in g , 

m ain ta in in g it in  ex is ten ce ; it is a  re flec tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e im m en sity .

A  fu rth er  re flec tio n  o f  th is d iv in e p erfec tio n  is seen  in  th a t  u n iv e rsa l sw ay  ex erted  b y  th e  C h u rch  

s im u ltan eo u sly in  ev en ' q u arte r  o f  th e  g lo b e . In  a  ce rta in  sen se  w e  can  say  th a t th e  C h u rch  is ev ery w h ere  

p resen t u p o n  th e  face  o f  th e  ea rth , fo r  th e  so u l o f  th e  C h u rch  in c lu d es  a ll w h o  a re  in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race . 

M o reo v er, th e  C h u rch , b e in g  b o th  o n e  an d  ca th o lic , ex erc ises  th e  sam e  su p ern a tu ra l in flu en ce  w h erev er  th e  

G o spe l is p reach ed .

In  sp ite  o f  th e  d iv e rs ity  o f  n a tio n s , races, m am rers . cu sto m s, an d  in s titu tio n s , th e  C h u rch , w h ereso ev er  h er  

in fluen ce  ex ten d s , e ffec ts  a  u n ity  o f  fa ith  an d  h ie ra rch ica l o b ed ien ce ; u n ity  o f  w o rsh ip , esp ec ia lly  in  th e  

M ass; o n e  co m m o n  n o u rish m en t in  co m m u n io n ; u n ity ' o f  life , s in ce  a ll m u st fin d  th e ir n o u rish m en t in  Jesu s  

C h ris t; u n ity  o f  C h ris tian  d isp o sitio n s , o f  h o p e  an d  ch arity . S in ce  g race  h ere  o n  ea rth  an d  g lo ry  h erea fte r  

a re  th e  p rin c ip le o f  life fo r  a ll. th ey  h av e  in  th e  m erits  o f  C h ris t th e  sam e  re so u rces an d  a  co m m o n  

in h e ritan ce  in  e te rn a l life .

N o w  th e  C hu rch  th u s  p resen t am o n g  th e  n a tion s  fo r  n early  tw o  th o u san d  y ears  w o u ld  n o t  b e  ab le  to  

ex erc ise  th is  in flu en ce o f  h ers  w ith o u t th e  su p rem e  p asto r  ap p o in ted  b y  o u r  lo rd  to  b e  H is v ica r. T h e  

ex erc ise  o f  p ap a l an d  ep isco p a l  ju risd ic tion  p rese rves  in tac t th e  d o c trin es o f  th e  G o spe l  in  th e  b o so m  o f  th e  

C h u rch  th ro u g h  an  in fa llib le teach in g  o ffice , an d  sa feg u ard s C h ristian  m o ra lity an d  C h ris tian  p erfec tio n  b y  

m ain ta in in g  th e  d iv in e law  an d  im p o sin g ecc les ias tica l  law s, an d  sa feg u ard s  C h ristian  w o rsh ip  a lso  th ro u g h  

th e  v ario u s fo rm s  o f  th e  litu rg y .

C h ris t Jesu s  p ro m ised  to  S t. P e te r  an d  lu s su ccesso rs  an d  co n fe rred  o n  th em  th e  p rim acy  o f  ju risd ic tion  

o v er  th e  u n ive rsa l C h u rch  (M att. 1 6 :1 6 ; Jo hn  2 1 :1 5 ). H e a lso  sa id  to  th em : "I am  w ith  y o u  a ll d ay s , ev en  

to  th e  co n su m m atio n  o f  th e  w o rld ."

T o  su m  u p , th en : G o d , p u re  sp irit, is im m en se  an d  ev ery w h ere  p resen t in asm u ch  as  th ro u g h  H is c rea tiv e  

p o w er  H e  m ain ta in s in  ex is ten ce  an d  se ts in  m o tio n  ev ery  c rea tu re , co rp o rea l  an d  sp iritu a l, an d  a ll tilin g s  

a re  la id  b are  to  H is s ig h t, ev en  th e  m o st in tim ate sec re ts  o f  th e  h eart, sec re ts  th a t n o t  ev en  th e  an g e ls can  

d isce rn  b y  th e ir n a tu ra l k n o w led g e .

B esides th is  u n iv e rsa l p resen ce  in  ev ery  c rea tu re , th e re  is  th a t sp ecia l  p resen ce  o f  G o d  in  th e  so u ls  o f  th e  

ju s t, w h o  a re  in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race . H e  is w ith in  th em  as  in  a  tem p le , to  b e  k n o w n  an d  lo ved  b y  th em , an d  H e  

m ak es  H is p resen ce  fe lt th e re  fro m  tim e  to  tim e  in  th a t filia l lo v e fo r  H im  w h ich  H e a lo n e  can  in sp ire .

In  a  m an n er  s till m o re  d istinc tive  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  is p resen t in  th e  h u m an ity  o f  C h ris t, w ith  w h ich  H e  is  

u n ited  n o t m erely  in  an  acc id en ta l w ay  th ro u g h  k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e , b u t  su b stan tia lly , fo rm in g  w ith  it b u t  

o n e  P erson , o n e  b e ing , y e t w ith o u t co n fu sio n  o f  th e  tw o  n a tu res.

A s a  w o n d erfu l  re flec tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e im m en sity . o u r  S av io r 's  sac red  h u m an ity  is rea lly an d  su b stan tia lly  

p resen t th ro u gh o u t  th e  w o rld  in  ev ery  tab e rn ac le  w h ere  th e  co n sec ra ted  h o st is re se rv ed . E v eryw h ere  it is  

th e  sam e  b o d y o f  th e  S av io r, u m n u ltip lied y e t rea lly p resen t, a fter  th e  m an n er  o f  su b stan ce— a  rem o te  



re sem b lan ce  to  th a t p resen ce  b y  w h ich  G o d  is  w ith in  a ll c rea tu res  as  p u re  sp irit an d  u m n u ltip lied ,  

m ain ta in in g th em  in  ex is ten ce .

A n d  la stly , th e re  is th a t o th e r  re flec tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e im m en sity  in  th e  v ica r  o f  C h ris t. A s v isib le h ead  o f  

th e  C h u rch , th ro ug h  th e  in flu en ce  o f  Iris teach in g  an d  ju risd ic tio n  h e  is p resen t to  th e  en tire  C h u rch . In  a  

ce rta in  sen se  h e  reach es  o u t  to  each  o n e  o f  th e  fa ith fu l in  ev ery  c lim e  an d  n a tion , p reserv in g  th em  a ll in  th e  

u n ity  o f  fa ith , o b ed ien ce , an d  w o rsh ip , o f  h o p e  an d  ch arity , an d  as su p rem e  sh ep h erd  lead in g  th em  o n  to  th e  

e te rn a l p astu res .

A s in  G o d  th is sp ace -tran seen d in g  im m en sity  is  u n ited  w ith  an  e te rn ity  th a t tran scen d s  tim e , so  is it w ith  

th e  p o w er  o f  th e  p asto ra l o ffice  in  th e  C h u rch . It ex tend s  to  a ll th e  fa ith fu l in  sp ace , an d  a lso  ex tend s  to  

th em  a ll as  th ey  su cceed  o n e  an o th e r  in  tim e , fro m  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  C h u rch  u n til th e  en d  o f  th e  w o rld .

T h e  m ajesty  o f  th e  C h u rch  is m o st c learly  seen  w h en  v iew ed  in  th e  h ig h er lig h t o f  th e  d iv in e p erfec tio n s  

re flec ted  in  h er: th e  d iv in e im m en sity  in  h er ca th o lic ity , th e  d iv in e e te rn ity  in  h er  in d e fec tib ility . th e  d iv in e  

u n ity  an d  h o lin ess in  h er  o w n  u n ity  an d  h o lin ess .

D o m ina tin g  th e  v ario u s d io ceses  an d  re lig io u s o rd ers, th e  m ajesty  o f  th e  C h u rch  is a lread y  a  p artic ip a tio n  

in  th e  m ajesty  o f  C h rist an d  o f  G o d  H im se lf. In  sp ite  o f  h u m an  sh o rtco m in g s , w h ich  c reep  in  w h erev er  m en  

a re  to  b e  fo un d , th is su p ern a tu ra l  b eau ty  o f  th e  C h u rch  is c learly  th e  b eau ty  o f  G o d 's o w n  k in gd o m .

W e  sh o u ld  rid  o u rse lv es o f  th e  h ab it o f  v iew in g  tilin g s  h o rizo n ta lly an d  su p erfic ia lly , as  if  a ll h ad  th e  sam e  

v a lu e an d  im po rtance . T h is is a  m ate ria list p o in t o f  v iew , a  lev e lin g co n cep tio n  th a t b lo ts  o u t a ll e lev a tio n  

an d  d ep th . W e  sh o u ld  accu sto m  o u rse lv es ra th e r  to  lo o k  d o w n  u p o n  tilin g s  v ertica lly , so  to  sp eak , o r  in  

th e ir d ep th . A b o v e  a ll is G o d , p u re  sp irit, u n ch an g eab le , e te rn a l im m ense , co n se rv in g  an d  g iv in g  life to  a ll 

tilin g s . T h en  co m es  th e  h u m an ity  o f  o u r  S av io r, th e  ch an n e l th ro u g h  w h ich  ev ery  g race  is  tran sm itted  to  u s  

an d  w h ich  is  p resen t in  a ll th e  tab e rn acles  o f  th e  w o rld . L o w er  s till is o u r  L ad y , th e m ed ia trix  an d  

co red em p trix ; an d  a fte r  h er  th e  sa in ts ; th en  co m e  th e  su p rem e  p asto r  o f  th e  C h u rch  an d  th e  b ish o p s. A fte r  

th em  th e  fa ith fu l w h o  a re  in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race  an d  th o se  C h ristian s  a lso  w h o . th o u g h  n o t in  th e  s ta te  o f  

g race , y e t as C ath o lic s, k eep  th e  fa ith  as  rev ea led  b y  G o d . A n d  la s t o f  a ll a re  th o se  so u ls  w h o  a re  seek in g  

fo r  th e  tru th  an d  th o se , to o . w h o  a re  s till  w an d erin g  astray , w h o  y e t a t ce rta in  m o m en ts rece iv e  fro m  G o d  

an d  o u r  L o rd  g races  o f  illu m in a tio n  an d  in sp ira tio n .

T liis  w ay  o f  lo o k in g  a t  tilin g s as  it w ere  p erp en d icu larly  o r, if  y o u  w ill in  th e ir  h e ig h t an d  d ep th  ra th er  th an  

su p erfic ia lly , is p rec ise ly  th a t co n tem p la tio n  w h ich  p ro ceed s  fro m  fa ith  illu m in ed  b y  th e  g ifts  o f  

u n d ers tan d in g  an d  w isd o m . It sh o u ld  n o rm ally  b e  acco m p an ied  b y  a  p ray er  th a t is ca th o lic , o r  u n ive rsa l— a  

p ray er  ascen d in g  to  th e  e te rn ity  an d  im m en sity  o f  G o d  th ro u g h  th e  S acred  H eart o f  Jesu s  an d  th e  

in te rcessio n  o f  M ary . S u ch  a  p ray er  b eg s  G o d  to  p o u r  o u t th e  ab u n d an ce  o f  H is m ercy  u p o n  th e  su p rem e  

p asto r  o f  th e  C h u rch , u p o n  th e  b ish o p s  an d  g en era ls o f  o rd ers, an d  u p o n  a ll th e  fa ith fu l th a t th ey  m ay  b e  

lo y a l to  th e  v o ca tio n  to  w h ich  th ey  h av e  b een  ca lled , re sp o nd in g  to  w h atev er  G o d  d em an d s  o f  th em , an d  so  

w alk  in  th e  p a th  o f  h o liness th a t lead s to  H im .

1 0 .  T h e  E te r n ity  O f  G o d

H av in g  d iscu ssed  th e  d iv in e im m en sity  in  its re la tio n  to  sp ace , w e  m u st n o w  co n sid e r  G o d 's  e te rn ity  in  

re la tio n  to  tim e . W ith o u t it w e  can  h av e  n o  co n cep tio n  o f  P ro v id en ce , w h o se  d ecrees  a re  e te rn a l.

L et u s  ex am in e  th e  w ro n g  n o tio n  p eo p le  so m etim es h av e  o f  tliis  d iv in e  e te rn ity , an d  th en  w e  sh a ll  b e tte r  

u n d ers tan d  th e  tru e  d efin ition  o f  it. w h ich  is lik ew ise a  v ery  b eau tifu l.

W h a t  is  e te r n ity ?



T h ere  is a  p artia lly e rro n eo u s  co n cep tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e  e te rn ity  cu rren t am o n g  th o se  w h o  a re  co n ten t to  

d efine  it as  a  d u ra tio n  w ith o u t b eg in n in g  an d  w itho u t en d , th in k in g  o f  it v ag u e ly as  tim e  w ith o u t lim it e ith e r  

in  th e  p ast o r  in  th e  fu tu re .

S u ch  a  n o tio n  o f  e te rn ity  is in ad eq u a te : b ecau se  a  tim e  th a t h ad  n o  b eg in n in g , n o  firs t d ay , w o u ld  a lw ay s  

b e , n ev erth e less, a  su ccessio n  o f  d ay s  an d  y ears  an d  cen tu rie s, a  su ccessio n  em b rac in g  a  p ast, a  p resen t, an d  

a  fu tu re . T h a t is n o t e te rn ity  a t a ll. W e  m ig h t  g o  b ack  in  th e  p ast an d  n u m b er  th e  cen tu rie s  w ith o u t ev er  

co m ing  to  an  en d ,  ju s t as  in  th in k in g  o f  th e  tim e  to  co m e  w e  p ic tu re  to  o u rse lv es  th e  fu tu re  ac ts  o f  im m o rta l 

so u ls  as  an  en d less  se rie s . E v en  if  tim e  h ad  n o  b eg in n in g , th e re  w o u ld  s till h av e  b een  a  su ccessio n  o f  

v ary in g  m o m en ts .

T h e  p resen t in s tan t, w h ich  co n stitu tes th e  rea lity  o f  tim e , is an  in s tan t flee ting  b e tw een  th e  p ast an d  th e  

fu tu re  ("n u n c  flu en s, " say s S t. T h o m as), an  in s tan t flee tin g  lik e  th e  w ate rs  o f  a  riv e r, o r  lik e  th e  ap p aren t 

m o vem en t  o f  th e  su n  b y  w h ich  w e  co u n t th e  d ay s  an d  th e  h o u rs. W h at, th en , is  tim e?  A s A ris to tle say s, it is  

th e  m easu re  o f  m o tio n , m o re  esp ec ia lly o f  th e  su n 's  m o tio n , o r  ra th er  th a t o f  th e  ea rth  a ro u n d  th e  su n , th e  

ro ta tio n  o f  th e  ea rth  o n  its ax is co n stitu tin g  o n e  d ay  as  its rev o lu tio n  a ro u n d  th e  su n  co n stitu tes o n e  y ear. If  

th e  ea rth  an d  th e  su n  h ad  b een  c rea ted  b y  G o d  fro m  a ll e te rn ity  an d  th e  reg u la r  m o tio n  o f  th e  ea rth  a ro u n d  

th e  su n  h ad  b een  w ith o u t  b eg in n in g , th e re  w o u ld  n o t  h av e  b een  a  firs t d ay  o r  a  firs t  y ear, b u t  th e re  w o u ld  

a lw ay s h av e  b een  a  su ccessio n  o f  y ears  an d  cen tu rie s . S u ch  a  su ccessio n  w o u ld  th en  h av e  b een  a  d u ra tio n  

w ith o u t e ith e r  b eg in n in g  o r  en d , b u t  a  d u ra tio n , n ev erth eless, in fin ite ly in fe rio r  to  e te rn ity ; fo r  th e re  w o u ld  

a lw ay s h av e  b een  th e  d is tin c tio n  b e tw een  p ast, p resen t, an d  fu tu re . In  o th e r  w o rd s , m u ltip ly  th e  cen tu rie s  

b y  th o u san d s  an d  th o u san d s , an d  it  w ill a lw ay s  b e  tim e ; h o w ev er  lo n g  d raw n  o u t, it w ill n ev er  b e  e te rn ity .

If , th en , to  d efine  th e  d iv in e e te rn ity  as  a  d u ra tion  w ith o u t e ith e r  b eg in n in g  o r  en d  is in ad equ a te , w h at  is it?  

T h e  an sw er  o f  th eo lo g y  is th a t it is a  d u ra tion  w ith o u t e ith er  b eg in n in g  o r  en d , b u t w ith  th is  v ery  d is tin c tiv e  

ch aracte ristic , th a t in  it th e re  is n o  su ccessio n  e ith e r  p ast o r  fu tu re , b u t  an  ev erlas tin g  p resen t. It  is n o t  a  

flee tin g  in s tan t, lik e  th e  p ass in g  o f  tim e , b u t an  im m o b ile in stan t  w h ich  n ev er  p asses, an  u n e  h an g in g  

in s tan t. It  is " th e  n o w  th a t s tan d s , n o t  th a t  flo w s  aw ay , " say s S t. T h o m as (la , q . 1 0 , a . 2 , o b j. la ), lik e  a  

p erp e tu a l  m o rn in g  th a t h ad  n o  d aw n  an d  w ill k n o w  n o  ev en in g .

H o w  a re  w e  to  co n ce iv e  th is  u n iq u e  in s tan t o f  an  u n ch an g in g  e te rn ity ?  W h ereas  tim e , th is su ccess ion  o f  

d ay s  an d  y ears, is  th e  m easu re  o f  th e  ap p aren t  m o tio n  o f  th e  su n  o r  th e  rea l m o tio n  o f  th e  ea rth , e te rn ity  is  

th e  m easu re  o r  d u ra tion  o f  th e  b e ing , th o ug h t, an d  lo v e o f  G o d . N o w  th ese  a re  ab so lu te ly  im m u tab le , 

w ith o u t e ith e r ch an g e  o rv aria tio n  o r  v ic issitu d e . S in ce  G o d  is o f  n ecess ity  th e  in fin ite fu lln ess o f  b e in g , 

th e re  is n o th in g  fo r  H im  to  g a in  o r  to  lo se . G o d  can  n ev er  in c rease  o r  d im in ish  in  p erfec tio n ; H e  is  

p erfec tio n  itse lf  u n ch ang eab le .

T h is  ab so lu te  fix ity  o f  th e  d iv in e b e in g  n ecessa rily  ex tend s  to  H is w isd o m  an d  H is w ill; an y  ch an g e  o r  

p ro g ress  in  th e  d iv in e k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e w o u ld  a rg u e  im p erfec tio n .

T h e  u n ch an g eab len ess , h o w ev er, is n o t  th e  u n ch an geab len ess  o f  in e rtia  o r  d ea th ; it is  th a t o f  su p rem e  life , 

p o ssess in g  o n ce  an d  fo r  a ll ev ery th in g  it is p o ssib le  an d  rig h t th a t it sh o u ld  p o ssess , n e ith e r  h av in g  to  

acq u ire  it n o r  b e in g  ab le  to  lo se  it.

T h u s  w e  co m e  to  th e  tru e  d efin itio n  o f  e te rn ity : an  ex ceed in g ly  p ro fo u n d  an d  b eau tifu l d efin itio n , o n e  fu ll 

o f  sp iritu a l in s truc tio n  fo r  u s.

B o eth iu s , in  h is C o n so la tio n s o f  P h ilo so p h y , fo rm u la ted  w h at  h as  co n tin u ed  to  b e  th e  c lass ical  d efin itio n : 

A ete rn ita s est in term in ab ilis v itae to ta  s im u l  e t p erfec ta  p o ssess io  ("e te rn ity  is th e  s im ultan eo us p o ssessio n  

in  a ll its p erfectio n  o f  en d less  life"). It is th e  u n ifo rm ity  o f  ch an g e less life , w ith o u t e ith e r  b eg in n in g  o r  en d . 

an d  p o ssessed  w h o lly  a t  o n ce . T h e  p rin c ip a l  p h rase  in  th e  d efin itio n  is to ta  s im u l ("w h o lly  a t  o n ce"). T h e  

u n iq u e  d is tin c tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e e te rn ity  is n o t  th a t it is w ith o u t  b eg in n in g  o r  en d , b u t  th a t it is  w ith o u t 

ch an g e, so  th a t G o d  p o ssesses  H is in fin ite life w h o lly  a t  o n ce .



P la to  say s  th a t  tim e  is th e  m o b ile im ag e  o f  an  im m o b ile e te rn ity , so  fa r. a t an y  ra te , as  it is p o ssib le  fo r  a  

p assin g  in s tan t to  b e  th e  im ag e  o f  an  in s tan t th a t d o es n o t p ass.

T im e , to o , w ith  its su ccessio n  o f  m o m en ts  h as  o ften  b een  co m p ared  to  th e  fo o t  o f  a  lo fty  m o u n ta in  th e  

su m m it o f  w h ich  rep resen ts  th e  u n iq u e  in s tan t o f  e te rn ity . F ro m  th e  su m m it o f  th is e te rn ity  o fH is , G o d  sees  

in  a  s in g le g lan ce  th e  w h o le  se rie s  o f  g en era tio n s su cceed in g  o n e  an o th e r  in  tim e , as  a  m an  fro m  th e  to p  o f  

a  m o u n ta in  can  see  in  o n e  g lan ce  a ll w h o  p ass  o n  th e ir  w ay  in  th e  v a lley b e low . T h u s  th e  u n iq u e , u n v ary in g  

in s tan t o f  e te rn ity  co rresp on d s  to  each  su ccess  iv c  m o m en t o f  tim e, th e  m o m en ts o f  o u r  b irth  an d  d ea th  

in c lu d ed . T im e  is th u s , as it w ere , th e  sm all ch an g e  in  th e  cu rren cy  o f  e te rn ity .

W h at ch arac te rizes tim e  is ch an g e  o r  m o tio n , w h ich  is m easu red  b y  tim e . T h e  d is tin c tiv e ch arac te ristic  o f  

e te rn ity  is th a t u n ch an g eab le  in s tan t in  w h ich  G o d  p o ssesses  H is in fin ite , en d less  life w h o lly  a t o n ce . [1 4 ]

H ere  o n  ea rth  w e  h av e  n o t, w h en  b o rn , th e  fu lln ess  o f  life . In  ch ild h o o d  w e  h av e  n o t  y e t th e  v ig o r o f  y o u th  

o r  th e  ex p erien ce  th a t co m es  w ith  ag e ; an d  th en , w h en  w e  reach  m atu rity , w e  n o  lo n g er  p o ssess  th e  

fre sh n ess o f  ch ild h o o d  o r  th e  read in ess  o f  y o u th . N o t o n ly  is th is tru e  o f  o u r  life as  a  w h o le , b u t w e  d o  n o t 

p o ssess  o n e  y ear  o f  it a ll a t o n ce . T h e  y ear  h as its  ch an g in g  seaso n s, so  th a t w h at su m m er  b rin g s, w in te r  

d en ies. T h e  sam e  m u st  b e  sa id  o f  th e  w eek s  an d  th e  d ay s . O u r  life is d is trib u ted : h o u rs  o f  p ray er  a re  d is tin c t 

fro m  h o u rs  o f  w o rk , an d  th ese  ag a in  fro m  h o u rs  o f  re s t an d  rec rea tio n . Ju st as  w e  d o  n o t h ear  th e  w h o le  o f  a  

m elo dy  a t o n ce , so  it is w ith  o u r  life : its ev en ts h ap p en  in  su ccess io n .

O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , it is sa id  o f  M o zart th a t h e  w as  ev en tu a lly ab le to  h ear a  m elo dy  n o t as so m eth in g  

co n tin u o u s, in  th e  w ay  o th e r  listen e rs  d o . b u t a ll a t o n ce , in  th e  law  th a t g av e  it b irth . In  co m p o sin g  th e  

o p en in g  b ars  o f  a  m elod y , h e  fo resaw  an d  in  so m e  w ay  h eard  its  fin a le . T o  h ear  a  m elo dy  a ll a t o n ce  is a  

fa in t im ag e  o f  th a t d iv in e e te rn ity  in  w h ich  G o d  p o ssesses  H is in fin ite life o f  th o u g h t an d  lo v e  

s im ultan eo us  ly an d  w ith o u t an y  su ccessio n . In  th e  life  an d  th o u g h t o f  G o d  it is im p o ssib le  fo r  H im  to  

d istin g u ish  b e tw een  a  b efo re  an d  an  a fte r, a  p ast  an d  a  fu tu re , a  ch ild h o o d , y o u th , an d  m atu re r  ag e .

W e  h av e  an o th e r  fa in t im ag e o f  th e  d iv in e e te rn ity  in  a  g rea t sch o la r  w h o  sp en d s  lo n g  y ears  in  s tu d y in g  

su ccessiv e ly  a ll th e  b ran ch es  o f  a  p articu la r sc ien ce , an d  ev en tu a lly  is ab le to  v iew  th em  a ll in  th e  g en era l 

p rin c ip les g o v ern in g  th e  sc ien ce , in  th e  m aste r  id ea  fro m  w liich  th e  o th e r  id eas  a re  su ccessiv e  

d ev e lo p m en ts . T h u s  N ew to n  m u st h av e  seen  th e  v ario u s  law s  o f  p h y sics  as  co n seq uen ces  o f  o n e  su p rem e  

law ; an d  a t  th e  en d  o f  h is life S t. T h o m as  saw  so m ew h at  a t a  g lan ce  th e  w h o le  o f  th eo lo g y as  co n ta in ed  in  a  

few  g en era l p rin c ip les.

A n o th er an d  c lo se r  im ag e o f  th e  d iv in e e te rn ity  is to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  so u l o f  a  sa in t w h o  h as  reach ed  a  life  

o f  a lm ost co n tinu o u s  u n io n  w ith  G o d ; h e  h as n o w  risen  b ey  o n d  th e  v ic iss itu d es  an d  flig h t o f  tim e . T h e  

sa in t, to o . h as h is h o u rs  o f  w o rk  as  w ell  as  o f  p ray er, b u t es  en  Iris w o rk  is  a  p ray  e r; an d  b ecau se  in  th e  

su m m it o f  h is so u l  h e  rem ain s  in  a lm o st co n tinu o u s  u n io n  w ith  G o d , h e  p o ssesses  Iris life  in  a  m aim er  "a ll 

a t o n ce" ; in s tead  o f  d iv id in g  an d  d issip a tin g  h is life , h e  u n ifie s it.

T h e  e te rn ity  o f  G o d . th en , is th e  d u ra tion  o f  a  life th a t n o t o n ly  h ad  n o  b eg in n in g  an d  w  ill h av e  n o  en d . b u t 

th a t is ab so lu te ly  u n ch an g eab le  an d  co n sequ en tly  w h o lly  p resen t to  itse lf  in  an  in s tan t th a t n ev er  p asses . In  

o n e  ab so lu te  u n flee tin g "n o w " it co n d en ses  in  a  transcen d en t  m an n er  a ll th e  v ary  in g  m o m en ts  th a t su cceed  

o n e  an o th e r  in  tim e.

W ith  m en , cap tiv a ted  as  th ey  a re  b y  sen se , an  u n ch an g eab le  e te rn ity  h as  th e  ap p earan ce  o f  d ea th ; fo r  th en -  

id ea  o f  im m o b ility is th a t o f  in e rtia  an d  n o th in g  m o re ; it d o es n o t  ex ten d  to  th a t im m o b ility w h ich  co m es  

fro m  a  fu lln ess o f  life so  p erfec t  th a t an y  p ro g ress  in  it is u n th in k ab le .

It  fo llo w s  th a t  th e  d iv in e th o ug h t, s in ce  its m easu re  is e te rn ity , em b races  in  a  s in g le  g lan ce  a ll tim e , ev ery  

su cceed in g  g en era tio n , ev ery  ag e . In  a  s in g le g lan ce  it sees th e  cen tu rie s  p rep aring  fo r  th e  co m ing  o f  C h ris t 

an d  th e rea fte r  reap in g  th e  b en efits  o f  th a t co m in g . In  th a t sam e  u n iq u e g lan ce , th e  d iv in e th o u g h t sees  

w h ere  o u r  so u ls  w ill  b e  in  a  h u n d red , tw o  h u n d red , a  th o u san d  y ears  to  co m e, an d  fo rev er. If  o n ly  th is tru th  



w ere  k ep t in  m ind , m an y  o b jec tio n s  ag a in st p ro v id en ce  w o u ld  v an ish . T h e  tru e  n o tio n  o f  p ro v id en ce  is , as  

it w ere , th e  re su ltan t o f  th e  co n tem p la tio n  o f  th o se  d iv in e p erfec tio n s  w h ich  it p resu pp o ses.

A s th e  th o u gh t  o f  G o d  is  u n ch an g eab le , so  a lso  is H is lo ve . W ith  n o  sh ad o w  o f  ch an g e  in  itse lf , it su m m o n s  

so u ls in to  ex is ten ce  a t th e  m o m en t it h as  fixed  fro m  a ll e te rn ity . F ro m  a ll e te rn ity  lo v e p ro n o u n ces  a  free  

fia t to  b e  freely  rea lized  in  tim e . A t th e  ap p o in ted  tim e  th e  so u l  is c rea ted ,  ju s tified  in  b ap tism  o r  b y  

co n v ers io n , rece ives  a  m u ltitu d e  o f  g races  an d  in  th e  en d , if  n o  re s is tan ce  is o ffe red , th a t g race  o f  a  h ap p y  

d ea th  b y  w h ich  it is sav ed . T h e  c rea ted  e ffec t  is n ew , n o t so  th e  d iv in e  ac t p ro d u c in g  it: E st n o v ita s e ffec tu s  

ab sq ue  n o v ita te  ac tion is , say s S t. T h o m as. T h e  d iv in e  ac tio n  is e te rn a l, b u t  p ro d u ces  its  e ffec t  in  tim e  an d  

w h en  it w ills.

O n  th e  h e ig h ts o f  e te rn ity  G o d  rem ain s  u n ch an g in g ; b u t b en ea th  H im  a ll is ch an g e , sav e  o n ly  th o se  so u ls  

w h o  c leav e  u n a lterab ly  to  H im  an d  so  sh a re  in  H is e te rn ity .

E te r n ity  a n d  th e  v a lu e  o f  t im e

W h at is th e  sp iritua l le sson  fo r  u s  in  th is  d iv in e p erfec tio n  o f  e te rn ity ?  T h e  g rea t  le sson  to  b e  lea rn t is  th a t 

u n io n  w ith  G o d  o n  ea rth  b rin g s  u s  n ear  to  e te rn ity . It  a lso  m ak es  c lea re r  to  u s  th e  fu ll v a lu e o f  th e  tim e  

a llo tted  u s  fo r  o u r  jo u rn ey  : a  b are  s ix ty  o r  e ig h ty  y ears, an  ex ceed in g ly  sh o rt sp an  o n  w h ich  d ep en d s  an  

e te rn ity , th e  b riefest  o f  p re faces  to  an  en d less  v o lu m e .

T h e  th o u g h t  o f  e te rn ity  b rin g s h o m e  to  u s  esp ec ia lly  th e  h ig h  v a lu e w e  sh o u ld  p lace  o n  th e  g race  o f  th e  

p resen t m o m en t. F o r  th e  p ro p er  p erfo rm an ce  o f  o u r  d u ty  a t an y  g iv en  in s tan t w e  req u ire  a  p articu la r g race , 

th e  g race  w e  ask  fo r  in  th e  H ail M aty : "H o ly M ary , M o th er  o f  G o d . p ray  fo r  u s  s in n ers  n o w  an d  a t  th e  h o u r  

o f  o u r  d ea th . A m en ." P ray  fo r  u s s in n ers  n o w . H ere  w e  b eg  fo r  th o se  sp ec ia lg races, v ary in g  w ith  each  

m o m en t, w h ich  en ab le  u s  to  co p e  w ith  o u r  d u tie s in  th e  co u rse  o f  th e  d ay  an d  rev ea l to  u s  tire  im p o rtan ce  o f  

a ll th o se  tr iv ia l th in g s  th a t  b ear so m e  re la tio n  to  e te rn ity . A lth o u g h , as  w e  u tte r  th e  w o rd  "n o w . "  w e  a re  

o ften  fu ll o f  d is trac tio n s , M aty ' as sh e  lis ten s is a ll a tten tio n . S h e  rece ives  o u r  p ray er  g lad ly , an d  fo rth w ith  

th e  g race  w e  n eed  a t th e  m o m en t to  p ersev ere  in  o u r  p ray er, in  su fferin g , in  w h atev er  w e  a re  d o in g , co m es  

d o w n  to  u s. ev en  as  th e  a ir w e  b rea th e  en te rs  o u r  b reast. A s  th e  p resen t m in u te  is p assin g , le t u s  rem em b er  

th a t th e  b o d y  an d  its sen sib ilitie s, a lte rn a tin g  b e tw een  jo y  an d  sad n ess, a re  n o t  th e  o n ly  rea litie s ; th e re  is  

a lso  o u r  sp iritua l so u l w ith  th e  in flu en ce C h rist h as  u p o n  it, an d  th e  in d w ellin g  o f  th e  th ree  P erso n s  o f  th e  

B lessed  T rin ity . W h ereas  th e  su p erfic ia l an d  lig h t-m in d ed h av e  a  h o rizon ta l v iew  o f  th in g s, see in g  m ate ria l 

tilin g s  an d  th e  life o f  th e  so u l  fro m  th e  sam e  p lan e o f  ev ery  flee tin g  tim e , th e  sa in ts h av e  u n ceasin g ly a  

p erp en d icu la r  v iew  o f  tilin g s; th ey  see  th em  fro m  ab o v e  an d  p en e tra te  th e ir d ep th s, co n tem p latin g  G o d  a t 

th e  su m m it o f  th em  a ll. T h e  th o u gh t  o f  e te rn ity  is  th e  s tan d ard  b y  w h ich  th ey  estim ate  th e  v a lu e  o f  tim e , 

p ast, p resen t, an d  to  co m e, an d  th u s  th e ir  ju d g m en ts a re  g rad u a lly  b ro u g h t to  th e  tru e  fo cu s .

F o llo w in g  th e ir  ex am p le , le t u s  ab an d o n  to  in fin ite m ercy  th e  w h o le  o f  o u r  life , b o th  p ast an d  fu tu re . In  a  

v ery  p rac ticalw ay , in sp ired  b y  fa ith , le t u s  liv e  th e  life o f  th e  p resen t m o m en t. In  th is  flee tin g  n o w , b e  it 

d u ll o r  jo y fu l o r  frau g h t  w ith  p a in , le t u s  see  a  fa in t im ag e o f  th e  u n iq u e  in s tan t o f  ch an g e less e te rn ity ; an d  

b ecau se  o f  th e  ac tu a l g race  it  b rin g s  u s, le t u s  see  in  it a lso  a  liv in g p ro o f  o f  th e  fa th e rly  k in d n ess o f  G o d .

In  th is sp irit le t u s  g o  fo rw ard  in  th e  p o w er  o f  o u r  L o rd  w h o  in  th e  sac rifice  o f  th e  m ass n ev er  ceases  to  

o ffe r  H im se lf fo ru s  b y  an  ev er-liv in g  in te rio r o b la tio n  in  H is h eart, an  o b la tio n  th a t  tran scen ds  tim e  as  d o es  

th e  v is io n  th a t h a llo w s H is h o ly so u l.

W alk in g  th us , w e  d raw  c lo se  to  th a t e te rn ity  w h ich  w e  a re  so m e  d ay  to  en te r. In  w h at  w ill th is en try ' in to  

g lo ry ' co n sis t?  W e  sh a ll rece iv e  e te rn a l life , w h ich  w ill co n sist  in  see in g  G o d  as  H e sees H im se lf. It w ill b e  

an  in tu itiv e v is io n , n ev er in te rru p ted  b y  e ith e r s lum b er  o r  d is trac tio n , an  u n ch an g in g  v is io n  o f  th e  se lf-sam e  

in fin ite o b jec t, w h ich  w ill b e  o f  in ex h au stib le  p ro fu n d ity ' fo r  u s. T h is  v is io n  w ill b e  su cceed ed  b y  a  lo v e  fo r  

G o d  eq u a lly ch an g e less, w h ich  n o th in g  can  ev er  d estro y  o r  d im in ish . T h is  v is io n  an d  lo v e w ill n o  lo n g er  b e  

m easu red  b y  tim e , b u t  b y  a  p artic ip a ted  e te rn ity . A lth o u g h  th ey  a re  to  h av e  a  b eg in n in g , th ey  w ill 



h en cefo rth  b e  w ith o u t en d . w ith o u t ch an g e  o f  an y  k in d , w ith o u t  b efo re  o r  a fte r; th e  in s tan t w h ich  is  to  b e  

th e  m easu re  o f  o u r  b ea tific v is io n  w ill b e  th e  u n iq u e  in s tan t o f  ch an g e less e te rn ity .

W e  a re  g iven  an  in k lin g o f  w h at  th is m ean s, w h en , in  th e  co n tem p la tio n  o f  so m e  lo fty  tru th  o r  a t p ray er, w e  

a re  so  ab so rb ed  a t tim es th a t w e  n o  lo n g er  tak e  acco u n t o f  th e  p assin g  h o u rs. If  su ch  is o u r  o ccasio n a l 

ex p erien ce , w h at  w  ill it b e  in  th e  fu tu re  life , w h ich  is n o t o n ly  fu tu re  b u t is rig h tly  ca lled  e te rn a l, s in ce  it 

w ill n o  lo n g er  b e  m easu red  b y  tim e  b u t  b y  e te rn ity , w h ich  is  th e  m easu re  o f  th e  s im u ltan eo u s b e in g  an d  life  

o f  G o d ?  T h en  w e. to o . sh a ll  p o ssess  a ll o u r  lo v e  a t o n ce  in s tead  o f  see in g  it lan g u ish , w av ering  b e tw een  

lu k e -w arm n ess  an d  a  p ass in g  fe rv o r, a ll o u r  k n o w led g e  a t o n ce  an d  n o  lo n g er p iecem ea l.

L et u s  en d  w ith  th is th o u g h t fro m  S t. A u g u stin e : "U n ite th y  h eart to  G o d 's  e te rn ity  an d  th o u . to o . sh a ll b e  

e te rn a l; b e  th o u  u n ited  to  G o d 's  e te rn ity  an d  th e re  aw ait w ith  H im  th e  tilin g s  th a t p ass  b en ea th  th ee"  

(C o m m , in  P salm . 9 1  ) .

It is o n ly  to  u s  th a t e te rn ity  is o b scu re ; in  itse lf  it is fa r  m o re  lu m in o u s th an  flee tin g  tim e , fo r  it is th e  

u n ch an geab len ess  o f  th e  su p rem ely  lu m in o u s k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e  o f  G o d .

1 1 .  T h e  D iv in e  I n c o m p r e h e n s ib i l ity

T h e  l ig h t  a n d  s h a d e  in  th e  m y s te r ie s  o f  G o d 's  l i f e

A s w e  h av e  seen , th e  a ttrib u tes  o f  G o d  re la tiv e  to  H is b e in g  a re  s im p lic ity , in fin ity , im m ensity , an d  

e te rn ity . B efo re  p assin g  o n  to  trea t o f  th o se  w h ich , lik e  w isd o m  an d  p ro v id en ce , re la te  to  H is o p era tio n s, it 

w ill b e  w ell to  say so m eth in g  o f  th e  d iv in e in com p reh ensib ility , w h ich  is so  m ark ed  a  fea tu re  o f  th e  d iv in e  

g o v ern an ce  in  ce rta in  o f  its w ay s.

T h ere in  w ill b e  fo u n d  an  im p o rtan t le sso n  fo r  o u r  o w n  sp iritu a l life . T h e  p o in t w e  sh a ll  p articu la rly  s tre ss is  

th a t, a lth o u g h  fro m  ce rta in  an g les G o d  is p resen ted  to  u s  in  th e  c lea res t lig h t, in  o th e r  re spec ts  H e  rem ain s  

in  th e  d eep est sh ad o w . A s  in p a in tin g s w e  h av e  lig h t an d  sh ad e , so  a lso  in  th e  teach in g s  o f  rev e la tio n  w e  

fin d  lig h ts an d  sh ad o w s, w h ich  a re  in co m p arab ly  m o re  b eau tifu l  th an  th o se  w e  ad m ire  in  th e  g rea t m aste rs . 

A n d  th e  sam e  lig h ts an d  sh ad o w s  in  w h ich  G o d  is rep resen ted  to  u s  w ill  b e  fo u n d  rep ro d u ced  to  so m e  

ex ten t in  o u r  o w n  sp iritu a l life ; fo r  g race  is a  p artic ip atio n  in  th e  d iv in e n a tu re , o r  in  th e  in tim ate life o f  

G o d .

T h e  h ig h  l ig h ts  in  th e  D iv in ity

L et u s  sp eak  firs t o f  G o d 's  fea tu res  th a t a re  q u ite  c lea r to  u s. B y  th e  n a tu ra l ex erc ise  o f  o u r  reaso n , ap art 

ev en  fro m  fa ith , w c  a re  ab le  h ere  o n  ea rth  to  d em o n stra te  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  G o d . th e  firs t m o v er  o f  sp iritu a l 

an d  co rp o rea l  b e in gs , th e  firs t cau se  o f  ev ery th in g  th a t ex is ts , th e  n ecessa ry  b e in g , th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , an d  

th e  so u rce  o f  o rd er  in  th e  w o rld .

In  th e  m irro r  o f  c  ren ted  tilin g s  w e  d isco ver  a  re flec tio n  o f  G o d 's  ab so lu te  p erfec tio n s  an d  th u s  acq u ire  a  

p o sitiv e  k n o w led g e  o f  w h atev er  is s im ila r o r  an a lo g ica lly co m m o n  in  G o d  an d  H is w o rk s: H is rea lity . H is  

ac tua lity , H is g o o d n ess , w isd o m , an d  p o w er.

W h en  w e  w ish  to  p o in t o u t H is d is tin c tiv e ch arac te ris tic s,  w e  d o  so  b y  w ay  o f  n eg a tio n  o r  b y  re la ting  H im  

to  th e  o b jec t o f  o u r  ex p erien ce . T h u s  w e  sp eak  o f  G o d  as  th e  in fin ite o r  n o n -fin ite  B eing , as  u n ch ang eab le , 

o r  ag a in  as  th e  su p rem e  g o o d .

T h ese  ra tio n a l co n v ic tio n s , a lread y  o f  th em se lv es  firm ly  estab lish ed , rece iv e  fu rth e r  co n firm atio n  fro m  

d iv in e rev e la tio n  accep ted  th ro u g h  fa ith . T h ese  co n v ic tio n s  a re  ad am an tin e  an d  u n assa ilab le . T o  u s  it is  



q u ite  c lea r th a t G o d  can n o t ex ist w ith o u t b e in g  in fin ite ly p erfec t, th a t H e  can  n e ithe r  b e  d ece iv ed  H im se lf  

n o r  d ece iv e  u s. th a t H e  can n o t  w ill w h at is ev il o r  b e  in  an y  w ay  th e  cau se  o f  s in . In d eed  w e  a re  

in co m p arab ly m o re  ce rta in  o f  th e  rec titu d e  o f  G o d 's  in ten tio n s  th an  w e  a re  o f  ev en  th e  b est o f  o u r  o w n . 

F ro m  th is  an g le G o d  s tand s  o u t  b efo re  o u r  m in d s in  a  lig h t a lm o st  d azz lin g ly c lea r. A g ain , it is q u ite  

ev id en t to  u s  th a t o n  th e  o n e  h an d  G o d  is th e  au th o r  o f  a ll g o o d , in c lu d in g  a lso  th e  g o o d  co n ta in ed  in  o u r  

m erito rio u s  co n sen t, an d  th a t o n  th e  o th e r  h an d  H e n ev er  d em an d s  th e  im p o ssib le . N o th in g  can  p rev a il 

ag a in st th ese  su p rem ely  ev id en t tru th s , w h ich  h av e  th e  fo rce  o f  co n v ic tio n  fo r  ev ery  rig h t m in d  th a t is o p en  

to  tru th . O b v io u sly  G o d  can n o t  ex ist  w ith o u t  b e in g  a t  o n ce  su p rem ely  ju s t an d  su p rem ely  m erc ifu l, 

su p rem ely  w ise  an d  a t  th e  sam e  tim e su p rem ely  free .

A n d  y e t, w ith  a ll th is d azz lin g c la rity , th e re  is in  G o d  th a t w h ich  fo r  u s  is v ery  o b scu re . W h at is  th e  cau se  o f  

th is?

I h e  l ig h t - tr a n sc e n d in g  d a r k n e s s  in  G o d

T h e  o b scu rity  co n fro n tin g  u s  in  G o d  is o w in g  to  th e  fac t  th a t  H e  is fa r  to o  lu m in o u s fo r  th e  feeb le  s ig h t o f  

o u r  in te llec t, w h ich  is  u n ab le  to  en d u re  H is in fin ite sp len d o r.

T o  u s  G o d  is in v is ib le an d  in co m p reh en sib le  fo r  th e  reason  th a t, as S crip tu re  say s, "H e  in h ab ited ! lig h t 

in accessib le" (I  T im . 6 :1 6 ), w h ich  h as  fo r  u s  th e  sam e  e ffec t as  d ark n ess . T o  th e  o w l, in  th e  o rd er  o f  sen se  

p ercep tio n , d ark n ess  ap p ears  to  b eg in  a t su nrise , b ecau se  its  feeb le  s ig h t can  p erce iv e  o n ly  th e  fa in t 

g lim m er th at  co m es  w ith  th e  tw ilig h t o r  ju s t b efo re  th e  d aw n , an d  is d azz led  b y  th e  ex cess iv e  b rillian ce o f  

th e  su n . W h ere  G o d , th e  S u n  o f  th e  sp irit w o rld , is co n cern ed , o u r  in te llec t is in  m u ch  th e  sam e  co n d itio n . 

Its  in te llec tu a lity  is o f  th e  lo w est d eg ree , b e in g  in fe rio r to  th a t o f  th e  an g e l: it sees in te llig ib le tru th s  o n ly  

d im ly an d  in  a  h a lf-lig h t, as it w ere , as re flec ted  in  a  m irro r  o f  a  lo w er  o rd er, th e  th in g s o f  sen se . [  1 5 ]

A s S t. T h o m as  n o tes (la , q . 7 6 . a . 5 ), o u r  in te llec t req u ires  to  b e  u n ited  w ith  th e  sen ses so  as  to  b e  p resen ted  

w ith  its p ro p er  o b jec t. T h is lo w est d eg ree  o f  in te llec tu a lity a tta in s  firs t o f  a ll in  co g n itio n  its  p ro p er  o b jec t, 

th e  b e in g  o f  sen sib le  th in g s, w h ich  is  th e  lo w est d eg ree  o f  th e  in te llig ib le ; an d  in  th a t o b jec t it acq u ires  a  

v ery  im p erfec t  k n o w led ge  o f  G o d 's  ex is ten ce , an d  sees  th e  re flec tio n  o f  H is d iv in e p erfec tio n s .

W h ereas , th en , m an y  th in g s  a re  in v is ib le th ro u g h  n o t  b e in g  su ffic ien tly  lu m in o u s o r  n o t  su ffic ien tly  

illu m in a tin g , G o d  is in v is ib le b ecau se  fo r  u s  H e  is fa r  to o  lu m in o u s. [1 6 ]

T h a t G o d , w h o  is  p u re  sp irit, can n o t  b e  seen  b y  b o d ily ey es , is q u ite ev id en t, s in ce  th ese  p erce iv e  o n ly  w h at 

is sen sib le . B u t n e ith e r can  H e  b e  seen  b y  a  c rea ted  in te llec t w h en  th is  is le ft to  its p u re ly  n a tu ra l re so u rces. 

N o t  ev en  th e  h ig h est am o n g  th e  an g e ls can  d irec tly  see  G o d  th ro u g h  th e  p u re ly  n a tu ra l p o w er  o f  th e ir  

in te llec t; fo rth em , to o , G o d  is a  lig h t o v erp o w erin g  in  its in ten sity , a  n a tu ra lly  in accessib le  lig h t. F o r  th e  

an g e ls , th e  so le  n a tu ra l m ean s  o f  k n o w in g  G o d  is in  th e  m irro r  o f  sp iritu a l c rea tu res  w h ich  a re  th e ir  p ro p er  

o b jec t, th is m irro r  b e in g  th e ir o w n  essen ce  o r  th a t o f  o th e r  an g e ls . T h ey  h av e  a  n a tu ra l k n o w led g e  o f  G o d  

as  th e  au th o r  o f  th e ir n a tu re , b u t  th ey  can n o t h av e  a  n a tu ra l k n o w led ge  o f  H im  in  H is in tim a te life o r  see  

H im  face  to  face .

T o  see  G o d , th e  an g e ls , lik e h u m an  so u ls , m u st h av e  rece iv ed  th e  lig h t o f  g lo ry , th a t su p ern a tu ra l lig h t to  

w h ich  th e ir  n a tu re  h as  n o  c la im  w h atev er, b u t w h ich  is in fu sed  in  o rd er  to  fo rtify  th e ir in te llec ts an d  en ab le  

th em  to  en d u re  th e  b rig h tn ess o f  H im  w h o  is lig h t itse lf . [1 7 ] G o d  H im se lf can n o t  g iv e  u s  a  c rea ted  id ea  

cap ab le  o f  rep resen tin g  H is d iv in e essen ce  as  it is in  itse lf . S u ch  an  id ea  m u st  a lw ay s  b e  im p erfec t, 

in te llig ib le o n ly  b y  p artic ip a tio n , an d  h en ce  w h o lly  in ad eq u a te  to  rep resen t, as  it rea lly  is , th a t e te rn a lly  

su b sisten t, p u re ly  in te llec tu al fla sh , th e  essen ce  o f  G o d w ith its in fin ite tru th .

If  G o d  w ish es  to  rev ea l H im se lf as  H e rea lly is , th is can  b e  o n ly  b y  d irec t  v is io n  w ith  n o  c rea ted  id ea  

in te rv en ing , u n fo ld in g  to  o u r  g aze  th e  d iv in e essen ce  in  a ll its sp len d o r, an d  a t  th e  sam e  tim e su sta in in g  an d  

fo rtify in g  o u r  in te llec t, w h ich  w h en  le ft  to  itse lf  is to o  feeb le  to  b eh o ld  it. [1 8 ]



It  is in  th is  w ay  th e  b lessed  in  h eav en  see  G o d . W e, to o , d esire  to  a tta in  to  th is sam e  v is io n , in  w h ich  o u r  

ev erlas ting  h ap p in ess w ill co n sis t. [1 9 ]

G o d  is th e re fo re  in v is ib le to  o u r  m en ta l as  w ell as  to  o u r  b o d ily s ig h t b ecau se  o f  th e  ex ceed in g  in ten sity  o f  

H is rad iance .

B u t h o w  is it th a t in  th is in v is ib le G o d  th e re  is so  m u ch  th a t is tran sp aren tly  c lea r  to  u s  an d  a t  th e  sam e  tim e  

so  m u ch  th at  is  p ro fo u n d ly  o b scure?  W h at is th e  so u rce  o f  th is fa sc in a tin g , m y ste rio u s  lig h t an d  sh ad e?

E v id en tly G o d  can n o t  ex is t w ith o u t  b e in g  su p rem ely  w ise , su p rem ely  g o o d , an d  su p rem ely  ju s t; H e is th e  

au th o r  o f  a ll g o o d  an d  n ev er  co m m an d s  w h at is im p o ssib le . T h en  h o w  is it th a t s id e  b y  s id e  w ith  th is  

d azz lin g rad ian ce  th e re  is so  m u ch  o b scu rity ?

It  is d u e  to  th e  fac t th a t o u r  k n o w led ge  o f  th e  d iv in e p erfec tio n s  is o b ta in ed  so le ly  fro m  th e ir re flec tio n  in  

c rea tu res. A lth o u g h  w e  can  en u m era te  th em  o n e  a fte r  an o the r, w e  a re  u n ab le n a tu ra lly  to  p erce iv e  h o w  th ey  

a re  u n ited  in  th e  in tim a te life o f  G o d , in  th e  em in ence  o f  th e  D eity . T h is in tim a te m o d e  o f  th e ir u n io n  is  

en tire ly  h id d en  fro m  u s; its  rad ian ce  is to o  o v erp o w erin g , it is to o  ex a lted  to  b e  re flec ted  in  an y  c rea ted  

m irro r. A s w e  sa id  ab o v e , w h ere  th e  D eity  is co n cern ed , w e  a re  lik e  m en  w h o  h av e  n ev er  seen  w h ite  lig h t 

b u t  o n ly  th e  sev en  co lo rs  o f  th e  ra in b ow  in  th e  c lea r w ate rs  o f  a  lak e .

D o u b tless  in  th e  d iv in e ra in b o w  w e  see  its  v ario u s co lo rs:  th a t G o d , fo r  ex am p le , is in fin ite ly w ise  an d  

su p rem ely  free . B u t w e  can n o t see  h o w  in fin ite w isd o m  is in tim a te ly reco n c iled  w ith  a  g o o d  p leasu re  so  

free  as  to  ap p ear to  u s  a t  ce rta in  tim es sh ee r  cap rice . A n d  y e t. h o w ev er  su rp ris in g  it m ay  seem , th is  g o o d  

p leasu re  is s till su p rem ely  w ise. W e  accep t it in  th e  o b scu rity  o f  fa ith , b u t o n ly  in  h eav en  w ill it b e  c lea rly  

seen .

A g ain , w e  a re  ce rta in  th a t G o d  is in fin ite ly m erc ifu l, th a t H e is a lso  in fin ite ly ju s t, an d  th a t H e  ex erc ises  

b o th  H is m ercy  an d  H is  ju s tice  w ith  a  so v ere ig n  freed o m  in  w h ich  w isd o m  is n ev er  w an tin g . If , say s S t. 

A u g u stin e , to  th e  g o o d  th ie f  w as  g ran ted  th e  g race  o f  a  h ap p y  d ea th , it w as  th ro u g h  m ercy ; if  it w as  d en ied  

to  th e  o th e r, it w as  th ro u g h  ju s tice . H ere  w e  h av e  a  m y sten :  w e  can n o t see  h o w  in fin ite m ercy , in fin ite  

ju s tice , an d  a  so v ere ig n  lib e rty a re  in tim a te ly reco n c iled . F o r  th is  w e  m u st h av e  a  d irec t in tu ition o f  th e  

d iv in e essen ce , o f  th e  D eity , in  th e  em in en ce  o f  w h ich  th ese  p erfec tio n s a re  reco n c iled , an d  th a t fa r  m o re  

p ro fo u nd ly , m o re  p erfec tly , th an  th e  sev en  co lo rs  a re  co n ta in ed  in  w h ite  lig h t.

In  G o d  tru th s  th a t re la te  to  each  a ttrib u te  co n sid e red  ap art a re  q u ite c lea r. B u t so  so o n  as  w e  co n side r  th e ir  

in tim a te reco n c ilia tio n , th e re  d escen d s  a  d arkn ess  th a t tran scen ds  th e  lig h t.

O n ce  ag a in , w e  see  q u ite  d istin c tly  th a t in  H is ex ceed in g  g o o d n ess  an d  p o w er  G o d  can n o t  p erm it ev il 

u n less  fo r  so m e  g rea te r  g o o d , as  H e  p erm its  p ersecu tio n  fo r  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  m arty  rs . B u t  fo r  u s  th is g rea te r  

g o o d  is o ften  v ery  o b scu re , to  b e  seen  c lea rly o n ly  in  h eav en . T h is  tru th  is e lo q uen tly  b ro u g h t o u t  in  th e  

B o o k  o f  Jo b . [2 0 ] T h ere  is en o u g h  lig h t fo r  o u r  L o rd  to  h av e  sa id : "H e th a t fo llo w eth  m e  w alk e th  n o t  in  

d ark n ess ."  [2 1 ] T h u s, h o w ev er  o b scure  in  itse lf  o u r  c ro ss  m ay  b e , w e  a re  ab le  to  b ear  it, a ll b e in g  m ad e  

c lea r  to  u s  w h en  w e  re flec t th a t it is o rd a in ed  fo r  th e  g o o d  o f  o u r  so u ls  an d  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d .

O u r  life is freq u en tly  cast  in  th is  m y ste rio u s  lig h t an d  sh ad e , w h ich  ap p ears  in  o u r  v ery  ex is ten ce  w h en  th is  

is v iew ed  in  its re la tio n s w ith  H im  w h o . w ith o u t fu lly  rev ea lin g  H im se lf as  y e t, is ev er d raw ing  u s  to  H im .

H en ce  a rises  th a t  a rd en t d esire  to  see  G o d . th a t su pern a tu ra l, e fficac io u s  d esire  p ro ceed in g  fro m  in fu sed  

h o p e  an d  ch arity . H en ce , to o . in  ev ery  m an  a rises  a  n a tu ra l an d  in e fficac io u s  d esire , a  n a tu ra l  v e lle ity . to  

b eh o ld  G o d  face  to  face , if  o n ly  to  so lv e  the  en ig m a h o w  a ttrib u tes  so  ap p aren tly  o p p o sed  as  in fin ite  ju s tice  

an d  in fin ite m ercy  a re  recon c iled  in  H im . [2 2 1



F ro m  th is  it fo llo w s  th a t w h at is o b scu re  an d  in co m p reh en sib le  fo r  u s  in  G o d  tran scen d s  w h at is c lea rly  

seen . H ere , in  fac t, th e  d ark n ess  is lig h t-tran scen d in g . W h at  th e  m y stics  ca ll  th e  g rea t d ark n ess  is  th e  D eity , 

th e  in tim ate life o f  G o d . th e  " lig h t in accessib le" m en tio n ed  b y  S t. P au l (I  T im . 6 : 6 ).

W e  n o w  u nd ers tan d  w h at S t. T eresa  m ean s  w h en  sh e  say s: "T h e  m o re  o b scu re  th e  m y ste rie s  o f  G o d , th e  

g rea te r  is m y  d ev o tio n  to  th em .  " S h e  in d eed  rea lized th a t th is o b scu rity  is n o t  th a t  o f  ab su rd ity  o r  

in co h eren ce , b u t  th e  o b scu rity  o f  a  lig h t th a t is  to o  in ten se  fo r  o u r  feeb le  v is io n .

In  th is d iv in e lig h t an d  sh ad e , th en , th e  sh ad o w s  transcen d  th e  lig h t. F a ith  te lls u s  th a t  th is  im p en e trab le  

o b scu rity  is  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  in  its m o re  in tim ate ch arac te ris tic s , so  th a t  it is  to  th is  ab so lu te ly  em in en t 

G o o d n ess , th o u g h  s till a  m y ste ry  in co m p reh en sib le  to  th e  in te llec t, th a t o u r  ch arity  c leav es; th e  fo o d  o f  lo v e  

in  th is life is m y ste ry , w h ich  it ad o res. H ere  o n  ea rth  lo v e  is su p erio r  to  th e  in te llec t. A s S t. T h o m as  say s, so  

lo n g  as  w e  h av e  n o t  a tta ined  to  th e  b ea tific  v is io n  o f  th e  d iv in e essen ce , o u r  in te llec t, w ith  its v ery  

im p erfec t co n cep tio n  o f  G o d , b rin g s  H im  d o w n  in  so m e  so rt  to  o u r  lev e l, im p o sin g  u p o n  H im  as it w ere  th e  

lim ita tio n s o f  o u r  o w n  re stric ted  id eas; w h ereas  lo v e  d o es n o t  b rin g  G o d  d o w n  to  o u r  lev e l, b u t u p lifts u s 

an d  u n ite s u s  to  H im  (la , q . 8 2 , a . 3 ; Ila llae , q . 2 3 , a . 5 ; q . 2 7 , a . 4 ).

T h ere fo re  in  th is d iv in e lig h t an d  sh ade  th e  sh ad o w s  tran scen d  th e  lig h t an d , fo r  th e  sa in ts  h ere  o n  ea rth , 

th is lig h t-tran scen d in g  d ark n ess  ex erts  su ch  an  a ttrac tio n  o n  th e  lo v e  u n itin g  th em  to  G o d ."  T h e  ju s t m an  

liv es b y  fa ith " (R o m . 1 :1 7 ) an d  fin d s  h is sup po rt  n o t  o n ly  in  its lig h t b u t  a lso  in  th e  d ix in e d ark n ess  w h ich  

co rresp on d s  to  a ll  th a t  is m o st  in tim ate in  G o d . It is u p o n  th e  in com p reh ensib ility  o f  th e  d ix in e life th a t th e  

co n tem p la tiv e  is rea red ; h e  g rasp s  th e  fu ll m ean in g  o f  th a t p h rase  o f  S t. T h o m as: "F a ith  is o f  tilin g s  u n seen "  

(Ila llae , q . 1 . a . 4 , 5 ).

F ina lly , ev en  fo r  th e  b lessed  in  h eav en  G o d  rem ain s  in  a  ce rta in  sen se  in co m p reh en sib le , a lth o u g h  th ey  see  

H im  face  to  face . N o  c rea tu re , n o  id ea  in te rv en es b e tw een  H im  an d  th em  in  th e ir  v is io n  o f  H im , an d  y e t 

th a t  v is io n  can  n ex  e r  b e  co m p reh en six  e  lik e th e  v is io n  G o d  a lo n e n a tu ra lly h as  o f  H im se lf. W h y  is th is?

S t. T h o m as  p ro v id es  a  s im p le ex p lan a tio n : T o  co m p reh en d  a  th in g  in  th e  tru e  sen se  o f  th e  w o rd , is  to  k n o w  

it as  fa r  as it can  b e  k n o w n . A  p erso n  can  k n o w  a  p ro p o sitio n  o f  g eo m etry  w ith o u t  co m p reh en d in g  it. as  is  

th e  case  x v ith  an y o n e  w h o  accep ts  it o n  th e  w o rd  o f  th e  lea rn ed ; h e  k n o w s  a ll th e  e lem en ts in  th e  

p ro p o sitio n  (su b jec t, v erb , p red ica te )  b u t  h e  d o es  n o t g rasp  th e  p ro o f, an d  h en ce  d o es  n o t  k n o w  it as  fa r  as  it 

can  b e  k n o x vn (c f. la , q . 1 2 . a . 7 ). T h u s  th e  p u p il  w h o  k n o w s  h is m aste r 's  teach in g  in  a ll its p arts  d o es  n o t 

p en e tra te  so  d eep ly as Iris m aste r, fo r  h e  h as  o n ly  a  co n fu sed  g rasp  o f  th e  rad ica l  co n n ec tio n  o f  each  p art 

w ith  th e  fu n d am en ta l  p rin c ip les . O r  ag a in , a  sh o rts ig h ted  p erso n  w ill see  th e  w h o le  o f  a  lan dscap e, b u t  n o t 

so  d is tin c tly  as  o n e  w h o se  ey esig h t is g o o d .

S o  a lso  in  h eav en  each  o n e  o f  th e  b lessed  sees  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  d ix in e essen ce , fo r  it is in d iv is  ib  1 c . B u t, 

s in ce  it is th e  in fin ite tru th , in fin ite ly k n o w ab le , th ey  can n o t p en e tra te  it so  d eep ly  as G o d . T h e  d eg ree  o f  

p en e tra tio n  is acco rd in g  to  th e  in ten sity  o f  th e  lig h t o f  g lo ry th ey  h av e  rece ix  ed . an d  th is ag a in  is in  

p ro p o rtio n  to  th e ir m erits  an d  th e ir lo v e  fo r  G o d  acq u ired  h ere  o n  ea rth . C o n seq u en tly  th ey  can n o t  tak e  in  a t 

a  g lan ce , as G o d  d o es , th e  co u n tle ss  p o ssib le  b e in g s H is d ix  in e essen ce  v irtu a lly  co n ta in s, an d  w h ich  H e  

co u ld  c rea te  if  H e ch o se .

T h e  d ix in e lig h t an d  sh ade  o f  w h ich  w e  h av e  ju s t  b een  sp eak in g  co n ta in  m u ch  th a t  w ill en ligh ten  o u r  o w n  

sp iritu a l life . O u r  L o rd  th u s  ex p resses  it: "H e th a t fo llo x v e th  m e  w alk e th  n o t  in  d ark n ess , b u t  sh a ll h av e  th e  

lig h t o f  life" (Jo h n  8 :1 2 ).

S in ce  th e  life o f  g race  w ith in  u s  is a  p artic ip a tio n  in  th e  in tim a te life o f  G o d , it, to o , x v ill b e  fo r  u s  a  

m y ste rio u s lig h t an d  sh ad e , x v h ich  x v e  m u st b e  ca re fu l  n o t to  d is to rt  o r  co n fu se . G race  b rin g s  u s  

en lig h tenm en t, co n so la tion , an d  p eace , th a t tran q u illity x v h ich  co m es  fro m  o rd er. T h ese  a re  th e  h ig h  lig h ts; 

x v e  a re  n o  lo n g er in  th e  "sh ad o x v  o f  d ea th ."  O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , it is o n  a  p lan e so  ex a lted  th a t it is  b ey o n d  

th e  reach  o f  reaso n ; w e  can  n ev er  h av e  ab so lu te  ce rtitu d e  th a t w e  a re  in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race , th o u g h  w e  m ay  

h av e  su ffic ien t in d ica tio n s o f  its p resen ce  to  p erm it o u r  ap p ro ach ing  th e  h o b tab le .



M o reo v er, a lo ng  th e  p a th  w e  h av e  to  p u rsu e  th ro u g h  life a re  lig h ts an d  sh ad o w s  o f  an o th e r  so rt. T h e  

p recep ts o f  G o d  an d  H is C h u rch , th e  o rd ers  o f  su p erio rs , th e  ad v ice  o f  sp iritu a l d irecto rs— th ese  a re  ray s  o f  

lig h t. B u t w e  fin d  sh ad ow s, to o , lu rk in g  in  th e  d ep th s  o f  co n sc ien ce . N o t a lw ay s can  w e  easily  d is tin g u ish  

tru e  h u m ility fro m  fa lse , d ig n ity  fro m  p rid e , co n fid en ce  fro m  p resu m p tio n , fo rtitu d e  fro m  tem erity .

L astly— an d  it is h ere  esp ec ia lly  th a t th e  in te rio r d ram a  lie s— in th is o b scu rity  ch arac te ris tic  o f  o u r  life  

th e re  is th e  d ark n ess  d escen d in g  fro m  ab o v e , th e  o b scu rity  o f  g race  w ith  its o v erp o w erin g  rad ian ce , an d  

th a t o th e r  d ark n ess  fro m  b e lo w , a risin g  fro m  th e  lo w er  e lem en ts in  o u r  d iso rd e red  n a tu re .

L et u s  o ften  ask  th e  g o o d  G o d  to  en lig h ten  u s  th ro u g h  th e  g ifts o f  th e  H o ly S p irit, th a t w e  m ay  w alk  a rig h t 

am id  th is in te rio r lig h t an d  sh ad o w . T o  d en y  th e  lig h t b ecau se  o f  th e  sh ad o w s  an d  th u s su b stitu te  th e  ab su rd  

fo r  th e  m y ste ry , w o u ld  re su lt in  e rro r  an d  d iscou rag em en t. L et u s leav e  th e  m y ste ry  its rig h tfu l p lace . L et u s  

ask  o f  G o d  th e  g race  to  d is tin g u ish  b e tw een  th e  lig h t-tran scen d ing  d ark n ess  fro m  ab o v e  an d  th a t lo w er  

d ark n ess  w h ich  is th e  d ark n ess  o f  d ea th . A n d , th a t w e  m ay  th e  m o re  su re ly  o b ta in  th is g race , le t u s  o ften  

rep ea t th is p ray er: "G ran t m e, O  L o rd , to  k n o w  th e  o b stac les  th a t I am  m o re  o r  le ss co n sc io u s  o f  p lac in g  in  

th e  w ay  o f  g race  an d  its w o rk in g  in  m e, an d  g iv e m e  th e  s tren g th  to  rem o v e  th em , n o  m atte r  w h at it m ay  

co st  m e.  " In  th is  w ay  w e  sh a ll d isco ver  th e  tru e  lig h t, an d  if  d ark n ess  p ers ists  it w ill b e  th e  d ark n ess fro m  

o n  h ig h , th a t w h ich  en ab les th e  ju s t m an  to  liv e ; fo r  to  o u r  p o o r  in te llec t it is b u t an  asp ec t  o f  th e  lig h t o f  

life an d  o f  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d . T h is is w h at is m ean t b y  th ese  w  o rd s: "H e th a t fo llo w eth  m e  w alk e th  n o t in  

d ark n ess , b u t sh a ll  h av e  th e  lig h t o f  life ." [2 3 ] H e  w h o  fo llo w s m e  w alk s n e ith e r in  th e  d ark n ess  o f  re lig io u s  

ig n o ran ce  n o r  in  th e  d ark n ess  o f  s in  an d  co n d em n atio n , b u t in  th e  lig h t, fo r  "I am  th e  w ay , th e  tru th , an d  the  

life" ; th e re fo re  "h e  sh a ll h av e  th e  lig h t o f  life , " w h ich  sh a ll n ev er  b e  ex ting u ish ed .

1 2 .  I h e  W is d o m  O f  G o d

H ith e rto w e  h av e  b een  co n sid e rin g  th e  a ttrib u tes re la tiv e to  G o d 's  b e in g  itse lf: su ch  as  H is s im p lic ity , 

e te rn ity , in com p reh en sib ility . W e  m u st n o w  trea t o f  th o se  re la tin g  to  th e  d iv in e o p era tio n s .

G o d . th e  se lf-sub sis tin g  B ein g , is b y  d efin ition  im m ateria l an d  th e re fo re  in te llig en t. T h e  tw o  g rea t a ttrib u tes  

o f  H is in te llec t a re  w isd o m  an d  p ro v id en ce .

O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , free  w ill is an  ab so lu te  p erfec tio n  re su ltin g  fro m  in te llec t. T h e  ac t o f  th e  d iv in e w ill is  

lo v e , an d  its tw o  g rea t  v irtues  a re  ju s tice  an d  m ercy . A s  fo r  th e  ex te rn a l w o rk s  o f  G o d , th ey  h av e  th en -  

so u rce  in  o m n ip o ten ce .

A n d  so  b y  d eg rees  w h at m ay  b e  ca lled  th e  sp iritu a l fea tu res o f  G o d  s tand  o u t m o re  c lea rly . Ju st as  w ith  u s, 

w isd o m  an d  p ru d en ce  a re  fo u n d  in  th e  in te llec t, an d  in  th e  w ill a re  fo u n d  ju s tice  an d  th e  o th e r  v irtu es  

reg a rd ing  o u r  n e ig h b o r, so  a lso  in  G o d 's  in te llec t a re  w isd o m  an d  p ro v id en ce , an d  in  H is w ill a re  ju s tice  

an d  m ercy . T h ese  a re  th e  d iv in e  v irtu es, as  it w ere , b u t  w ith  th is d iffe ren ce , th a t o b v io usly  in  G o d  th e re  can  

b e  n o  v irtu e  reg a rd in g  o n e  w h o  is su p erio r  to  H im .

F irst o f  a ll w e  sh a ll sp eak  o f  th e  d iv in e  w isd o m . A ll th a t rev e la tio n  an d  th eo lo gy  te ll u s  ab o u t it. illu m in es  

th e ir teach in g  o n  p ro v id en ce .

W h a t  a r e  w e  to  u n d e r s ta n d  b y  w is d o m ?

B efo re  w e  can  a ttrib u te  w isd o m  to  G o d . w e  m u st k n o w  th e  m ean in g  o f  th e  w o rd , o r  w h at p eo p le  u su a lly  

u n d ers tan d  b y  it. T h is w ill h e lp  u s  fu rth e r  to  d is tin g u ish  b e tw een  tw o  v ery  d iffe ren t  k in d s  o f  w isd o m :  th e  

w isdo m  o f  th e  w o rld  an d  th e  w  isd o m  o f  G o d . T h a t th ey  k n o w  w  h a t w  isd o m  is , is th e  b o astfu l  c la im  o f  a ll 

ev en  th e  sk ep tic , w h o  w o u ld  h av e  it co n sis t in  u n iv e rsa l d o u b t.



T h a t  w isd o m  is a  co m p reh en siv e  v iew  em b rac in g  a ll th in g s, ev ery o n e  is ag reed . B u t a fter  th a t, w h at 

d iv e rg en ces  th e re  a re ! W e  m ay  v iew  th in g s  fro m  ab o v e, b e liev in g  th a t th ey  a ll p ro ceed  fro m  a  h o ly  lo v e , o r  

a t leas t a re  p erm itted  b y  it. an d  th a t a ll th in g s co n v erg e  u p o n  o n e  su p rem e  g o o d . O r  w e  m ay  v iew  th in g s  

fro m  b e lo w , co n sid e rin g  th em  th e  re su lt o f  am ateria l b lin d  fa ta lity w ith o u t an y  u ltim a te  p u rp o se . A n o th er  

d iv e rg en ce  is th a t th e re  is a  w isd o m  ch arac te rized  b y  a  fa lse  o p tim ism , sh u ttin g  its ey es to  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  

ev il, an d  th e re  is a  p essim istic , d ep ress in g  w isd o m  th a t sees n o  g o o d  in  an y th in g .

S t. P au l o ften  sp eak s o f  th e  w isd o m  o f  th is  w o rld , w h ich , h e  say s, is s tu p id ity  o r  fo o lish n ess  in  th e  ey es  o f  

G o d  (I C o r. 3 :1 9 ). Its  p ecu lia rity  is th a t it v iew  s a ll tilin g s  fro m  b e lo w , estim a tin g  th e  w  h o le  o f  h u m an  life  

b y  th e  ea rth ly  p leasu res  it b rin g s, o r  b y  th e  m ate ria l in te rests  to  b e  sa feg u ard ed , o r  ag a in  b y  th e  sa tis fac tio n  

o u r  am b itio n  an d  p rid e  m ay  d erive  fro m  it.

T o  ad o p t th is a ttitu d e in  o u r  estim a tio n  o f  tilin g s , is to  m ak e  o f  se lf  th e  cen te r  o f  a ll th in g s, u n w ittin g ly  to  

ad o re  se lf. P ractica lly  it am o u n ts  to  a  d en ia l o f  G o d  an d  a  lo o k in g  u p o n  o th e rs  as , so  to  sp eak , n o n -ex isten t.

If  th e  w o rld lin g  fee ls h im se lf in cap ab le  o f  p lay ing  su ch  a  p art, h e  tak es  as  Iris s tan d ard  o f  ju d g m en t th e  

o p in io n  o f  th e  w o rld , an d  so m etim es  b eco m es  its  v ery  s lav e  th a t h e  m ay  o b tain  its fav o rs . In  th e  o p in io n  o f  

th e  w o rld  w isd o m  in  th e  co n d u c t  o f  life  u su a lly  co n sis ts  n o t in  th e  g o ld en  m ean  b e tw een  tw o  ex trem e  v ices, 

b u t  in  an  easy-go ing  m ed io crity  ty in g  m id w ay  b e tw een  th e  tru e  g o o d  an d  an  ex cess iv e  c ru d en ess  o r  

p erv ersity  in  ev ild o in g . In  th e  ey es  o f  th e  w o rld  C h ristian  p erfec tio n  is as  m u ch  an  ex cess  in  o n e  d irec tio n  

as  d o w n rig h t  w ick ed n ess  is in  th e  o th e r. W e  m u st av o id  ex trem es in  ev ery th in g , w e  a re  to ld . A n d so  th e  

m ed io cre  co n ies  to  b e  ca lled  g o o d , w h ereas  it is n o th in g  b u t  an  u n stab le , co n fu sed  s ta te  ty in g  b e tw een  th e  

g o o d  an d  th e  b ad . P eo p le  fo rg e t  th e  m ean in g  o f  th e  sch o o l  m ark s  g iv en  to  ch ild ren  o n  th e ir rep o rts  : v ery  

g o o d , g o o d . fa ir , m ed io cre , b ad , v en ' b ad . T h e  d ifferen ce  b e tw een  th e  m ed iocre  an d  th e  g o o d  is lo s t s ig h t 

o f. th e  o n e  is co n fu sed  w ith  th e  o th e r; in s tead  o f  risin g  h ig h er, a  m an  w ill rem ain  p erm an en tly  h a lfw ay . 

H en ce  th e  w o rd  ch arity  is so m etim es  ap p lied  to  a  rep reh en sib le  to lera tio n  o f  th e  w o rst ev ils. C allin g itse lf 

to le ran ce  an d  p ru d en t m o d era tio n , th is  "w isd o m  o f  th e  fle sh "  is eq u ally in d u lg en t to  v ice  an d  in d iffe ren t to  

v irtu e .

It is p articu la rly  sev ere  to w ard  an y th in g  o f  a  h ig h er s tan d ard  an d  th u s  seem s  to  reb u k e  it. S o m etim es  it ev en  

h a tes  h ero ic  v irtu e , w h ich  is h o liness. W e  h av e  an  in s tan ce  o f  th is in  th e  ag e  o f  p ersecu tio n s , w h ich  

co n tin u ed  ev en  u n d er  M arcu s A u re liu s . T h is em p ero r, th o u g h  w ise  acco rd in g  to  th is  w o rld 's  s tan d ards , w as  

n ev er  ab le to  p erce iv e  th e  su b lim ity o f  C h ris tian ity . in  sp ite  o f  th e  b lo o d  o f  so  m an y  m arty rs .

A s S t. P au l say s, th is se lf-co m p lacen t w isd o m  is s im p ly  "fo o lish n ess  w ith  G o d " (I C o r. 3 :1 9 ). B ecau se  o f  

its se lf-co m p lacen cy  it g o es  so  fa r  as  to  b ase  a ll its estim a tio n s co n cern in g  ev en  th e  m o st  su b lim e  th in g s , 

ev en  sa lv atio n , u p o n  w h at is sh ee r  m ed io crity ' an d  em p tin ess. It co m p le te ly  o v ertu rn s  th e  sca les  o f  v a lu es  

an d  w ell d ese rves  to  b e  ca lled s tu p id ity '.

It is c lea r, th e re fo re , th a t tru e  w isd o m  v iew s  tilin g s  fro m  a  h ig h er  s tan d p o in t, co n sid e rin g  th em  as  

d ep en d en t o n  G o d  th e ir su p rem e  cau se  an d  d irec ted  to  G o d  th e ir la s t en d ; w h ereas  s tu p id ity , th e  o p p o site  o f  

w isd o m , is th e  o u tlo o k  o f  th e  fo o l, w h o  co n sid e rs a ll  tilin g s fro m  th e  lo w est s tan d p o in t, red u c in g  th em  to  

th e  b asest p o ssib le lev e l, a  m ate ria l, b lin d  fa ta lity o r  th e  tran sito ry  p leasu res  o f  th is p resen t life . It  w as  th is  

th a t m ad e  o u r  L o rd  say : "W h at d o th  it p ro fit a  m an . if  h e  g a in  th e  w h o le  w o rld  an d  su ffe r  th e  lo ss o f  Iris  

o w n  so u l?" A n d  S t. P au l say s: "If  an y  m an  am o n g  y o u  seem  to  b e  w ise  in  th is  w o rld , le t h im  b eco m e  a  fo o l, 

th a t h e  m ay  b e  w ise. F o r  th e  w isd o m  o f  th is  w o rld  is  fo o lish n ess  w ith  G o d . F o r  it is w ritten : I w ill ca tch  the  

w ise  in  th e ir o w n  c ra ftin ess . A n d  ag a in : T h e  L o rd  k n o w eth  th e  th o u g h ts  o f  th e  w ise , th a t th ey  a re  v a in . L et 

n o  m an  th e re fo re  g lo ry  in  m en "  (I C o r. 3 :1 8 -2 1 ).

In  co n tras t  to  th is le t u s  see  w h at  th e  w isd o m  o f  G o d  is , co n side rin g  it first in  itse lf  an d  th en  in  re la tio n  to  

o u rse lv es .

T h e  d iv in e  w is d o m  in  i t s e lf



In  itse lf  th e  d iv in e w isd o m  is th e  k n o w led g e  G o d  h as  o f  H im se lf an d  o f  a ll th in g s, in  so  fa r  as  H e  is th e ir  

su p rem e  cause  an d  la s t en d : th e  d iv in e k n o w led g e  o f  a ll tilin g s  th ro u g h  th e ir h ig h est cau ses .

In  o th e r  w o rd s , it is an  u n crea ted  lu m in o u s k n o w led g e , p en e tra tin g  G o d 's  en tire  b e in g  an d  fro m  th ese  

h e ig h ts ex ten d in g  e te rn a lly in  a ll its p u rity  an d  w ith o u t co n tam in a tio n  o f  an y  k in d  to  ev ery th in g  p o ssib le  as  

w ell as  to  ev ery th in g  th a t is o r  h as  b een  o r  w ill b e , h o w ev er  lo w ly , h o w ev er  ev il an d  a ll th is in  a  s in g le  

g lan ce  an d  fro m  th e  lo ftie st s tan d p o in t co n ce iv ab le .

L et u s  p au se  to  co n side r  each  o f  th ese  te rm s  an d  so  o b ta in  a  g lim p se o f  th e  w o n d ers  th ey  seek  to  ex p ress.

a )  D iv in e w isd o m  is an  u n crea ted  lu m in o u s k n o w led g e . T h e  B o o k  o f  W isdo m  te lls u s: "S h e  is m o re  

b eau tifu l th an  th e  su n ... b e in g  co m p ared  w ith  th e  lig h t, sh e  is fo u n d  b efo re  it. F o r  a fte r  th is  co m eth  n ig h t, 

b u t  n o  ev il can  o v erco m e  w isd o m . ... S h e  is a  ce rta in  p u re  em an a tio n  o f  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  a lm ig h ty G o d : an d  

th e re fo re  n o  d efiled  th in g  co m eth  in to  h er. F o r  sh e  is th e  b rig h tn ess  o f  e te rn a l lig h t" (W is . 7 : 2 5 , 2 6 , 2 9 ).

b )  T h is u n created  lu m in o u s k n o w led ge  p en e tra tes G o d 's  en tire  b e in g . T o  H is in te llig en ce th e re  is n o th in g  in  

H im  th a t is h id d en , o b scu re , m y ste rio u s. W e, o n  th e  o th e r  h an d , a re  a  m y ste ry  to  o u rse lv es,  b y  reaso n  o f  th e  

th o u san d  an d  o n e  m o re  o r  le ss  u n co n sc io u s m o v em en ts  o f  o u r  sen sib ility  in flu en c in g o u r  ju d g m en ts an d  

o u r  w ill: b y  reason , to o , o f  th e  m y sterio u s  g races  o ffe red  u s  an d  o ften  p erh ap s  in d irec tly  re jec ted . N o t  ev en  

th e  m o st in trov erted  so u ls  can b o ast  o f  a  co m p lete  k n o w led ge  o f  se lf."  N eith e r d o  I  ju d g e  m y  o w n  se lf , " 

say s S t. P au l."  F o r  I  am  n o t  co n sc io u s  to  m y self  o f  an y th in g . Y et am  I n o t  h ereb y  ju s tified : b u t H e  th a t 

ju d g e th  m e. is th e  L o rd "  (I C o r. 4 :3 ,4 ).

G o d 's  se lf-kn o w ledg e  is ab so lu te ly  co m p le te , ex ten d in g  to  a ll th a t is  k n o w ab le  in  H im . O u r  k n o w  led g e  o f  

G o d  is th ro u g h  c rea tu res , as  H e  is re flec ted  in  th em : th e  k n o w led g e  G o d  h as  o f  H im se lf is im m ed ia te .

T h e  b lessed  in  h eav en  see  H im  face  to  face , b u t  th is  d o es  n o t th e reb y  ex h au st th e  in fin ite fu lln ess  o f  H is  

b e in g  an d  tru th . G o d 's  v is io n  o f  H im se lf is b o th  im m ed ia te an d  co m p reh en sive . H is in fin ite k n o w led g e  

ex h au sts  the  in fin ite d ep th s  o f  tru th  in  H im .

W h at is m o re , so  co m p le te ly  d o es  th is  lu m in o u s th o u g h t o f  H is p en e tra te  H is w h o lly  im m ate ria l b e ing , th a t 

it is ab so lu te ly  id en tified  w ith  it. T h ere  is n o  s lu m b er  h ere  to  in te rru p t  th e  sp iritua l life , n o  p ro g ress  fro m  an  

im p erfec t to  a  m o re  p erfect  k n o w led g e . H e  is essen tia lly an d  fro m  a ll e te rn ity  p erfec tio n  itse lf , a  p u re  

in te llec tu al fla sh  su b sistin g  e te rn a lly , th e  u n created  sp iritua l lig h t tran scen d in g  a ll tilin g s . (C f. S t. T h o m as, 

la , q . 1 4 . a . 1 -4 .)

c )  F ro m  these  h e ig h ts G o d 's  k n o w led g e  ex ten d s in s tan taneo u sly , in  th e  u n iq u e  in s tan t o f  e te rn ity . to  ev ery  

p o ssib le  m o d e  o f  ex is ten ce , as  w ell as  to  ev ery  tilin g  th a t ex is ts n o w  o r  h as  ex isted  o r  y v  ill ex ist, h o y y  ev er  

lo w ly , h o w ev er  ev il

In  w h at w ay  d o es G o d  k n o w  ev ery ' p o ssib le  m o d e  o f  ex is ten ce , th e  in n um erab le , in fin ite m u ltitu d e  o f  

b e in g s th a t m igh t ex is t?  T h ro ug h  th e  ex h au stiv e  k n o w led g e  H e  h as  o f  H is o rv n  o m n ip o ten ce , w h ich  is ab le  

to  p ro d u ce  th em . H e  is lik e th e  a rtis t y v h o  d e lig h ts in  co n tem p la tin g  th e  ex q u is ite w o rk s  o f  a rt h e  h as  

co n ce iv ed  an d  m igh t ex ecu te , th o u g h  th ey  w ill n ev er  see  th e  lig h t o f  d ay .

A n d  h o iv  d o es G o d  k n o w  fro m  H is h ig h  ab o d e  th e  tilin g s  th a t ex is t n o rv . an d  a ll th a t h as  b een  o r  w  ill b e?  

W h en ce  d o es  H e g e t th is k n o w led ge?  D o es  H e acq u ire  it as  w e  d o  fro m  th e  tilin g s th em se lv es as  o n e  a fte r  

an o th e r  th ey  co m e  in to  ex is ten ce?  W e  o u rse lv es th u s  lea rn  fro m  ev en ts  as  th ey  h ap p en , an d  o u r  k n o rv led g e , 

im p erfect to  b eg in  w ith , b eco m es m o re  p erfec t. B u t can  G o d  h av e  an y th ing  to  lea rn  fro m  fac ts  as  th ey  

o ccu r?  O b v io u sly  n o t: fo r  H is k n o w  led g e  can n o t p ass  fro m  a  le ss  to  a  m o re  p erfec t s ta te :  H e  is p erfec tio n  

itse lf . W h at th en , m u sto u ran siv e rbe?



W e  m u st  say , S t. T h o m as  rem ark s  (la . q . 1 4 . a . 8 ). th a t w h ereas  w ith  u s  k n o w led g e  is g au g ed  b y  th e  o b jec ts  

o n  w h ich  it d ep en d s, th e  w isd o m  o f  G o d  is th e  cau se  o f  th in g s;  w isd o m  is  th e ir m easu re , th ey  a re  n o t  th e  

m easu re  o f  w isd o m . D iv in e  w isd o m  is th e  cau se  o f  tilin g s  as  th e  a rt o f  th e  scu lp to r  is  th e  cau se  o f  th e  

s ta tu e , as  B ee th o ven 's  a rt  p ro d u ced  h is im m orta l sy m ph o n ies , as  D an te 's  a rt  p ro d u ced  th e  D iv in e C o m ed y .

B u t th e  scu lp to r 's w o rk  is n o  m o re  th an  a  life le ss s ta tu e ; th e  g rea t m u sic ian  o r  th e  g rea t p o e t  can  o n ly  w eav e  

a  h arm o n y  o f  so u nd s  o r  w o rd s  to  ex p ress  h is th o u g h t. G o d . h o w ev er, th ro u gh  H is  w isd o m  can  c rea te  b e in g s  

th a t a re  liv in g , co n sc io u s , in te llig en t: h u m an  so u ls  an d  m y riad s  o f  an g e ls." G o d 's  k n o w led ge  in  co n ju n ction  

w ith  H is w ill is th e  cau se  o f  tilin g s  as  th e  a rtis t's  a rt is  th e  cau se  o f  th e  w o rk  o f  a rt"  (la . q . 1 4 , a . 8 ).

G o d . in  fac t, can  n o  m o re  g o  a  b eg g in g  to  c rea ted  th in g s  fo r  H is w isd o m  th an  B ee th o v en  co u ld  lea rn  

an y th in g  n ew  fro m  h is o w n  sco re: th a t is q u ite  c lea r. G o d  can  h av e  n o th in g  to  lea rn  fro m  ev en ts  as  th ey  

o ccu r; o n  th e  co n trary , it is fro m  th e  fecu nd ity  o f  H is k n o w  ledg e  th a t H e co n fe rs  ex is ten ce  u p o n  th em . T h e  

reaso n  is th a t H is k n o w led g e  ex tend s  n o t o n ly  to  a ll th a t H e is  H im se lf, b u t a lso  to  a ll th a t H e can  d o . to  a ll 

th a t H e ac tu a lly  rea lizes , w h eth er  b y  H is o w n  p o w er  ex c lu siv e ly  as  w h en  H e c rea ted  in  th e  b eg in n in g , o r  

w ith  an d  th ro u g h  o u r  co -o p era tio n  as  w h en  H e  d irec ts  u s  to  th e  free  p erfo rm an ce  o f  o u r  ev en  d ay  ac tio n s . 

In  th e  u n iq u e in s tan t o f  e te rn ity , G o d  a lread y  k n o w s  a ll th a t w ill co m e  to  p ass— a ll th e  p ray ers , fo r  in s tan ce , 

th a t u n d er  H is d irec tio n  w e  sh a ll free ly  o ffe r  H im  la te r o n  in  o rd er  to  o b ta in  th e  g races  w e  n eed . W e  w ill 

re tu rn  to  tliis p o in t w h en  w e  co m e  to  sp eak  o f  p ro v id en ce.

O b v io u sly , th en . G o d 's  k n o w led g e , fa r  fro m  b e in g  cau sed  b y  tilin g s  as  it is  w ith  u s, is itse lf  th e ir cau se ; 

th ey  a re  th e  w o rk s  o f  th e  d iv in e  a rt, o f  G o d 's  g en iu s .

B u t a re  th ese  c rea ted  tilin g s  k n o w n  to  G o d  o n ly  in  a  g en era l, v ag u e  w ay , o r  d istin c tly  an d  to  th e  la st d e tail?  

R ev e la tio n  te lls u s  th a t "a ll th e  w ay s  o f  m en  a re  o p en  to  H is ey es" (P ro v . 1 6 :2 ), th a t th e  v ery  h a irs o f  o u r  

h ead  a re  a ll n u m b ered , th a t ev en  th e  least o f  o u r  ac tio n s a re  k n o w n  to  H im .

W h y  is th is?  B ecau se  in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  ev en ' leas t th in g  G o d  co n cu rs , as  to  w h atev er  rea lity  an d  

g o o d n ess  a re  in  it. O n ly  o n e  th in g  G o d  can n o t p ro d u ce , an d  th a t is s in : fo r  s in  as su ch  is a  d iso rd e r, an d  

d iso rd e r  h as  n o  b e in g  b u t is s im p ly  th e  ab sen ce  o f  w h at o u g h t to  b e . S in ce, th en , th e  d iv in e cau sa lity  

em b races  a ll th in g s, d o w n  to  th e  leas t d e ta il, so  a lso  m u st  th e  d iv in e k n o w led g e ; fo r  o b v io u sly  G o d  k n o w s  

a ll th a t H e  d o es  H im se lf an d  a ll th a t H e  co n cu rs  in  p ro d u cin g . A s fo r  s in . H e m ere ly  p erm its it, to le ra tes  it 

in  v iew  o f  so m e  g rea te r  g o o d . It is th ro u g h  tliis p erm iss io n  th a t H e h as  k n o w led g e  o f  it; an d  H e  sees it in  its  

fin a l o v erth ro w , w h ich  in  its o w n  w ay  w ill  o n ce  m o re  co n trib u te  to  th e  m an ifes ta tio n  o f  th e  g o o d . W e  sh a ll 

see  th is  tru th  m o re  c lea rly  w h en  w e  co m e  to  sp eak  o f  G o d 's  p ro v id en ce .

T h ere fo re , G o d 's  k n o w led ge  o f  w h atev er  rea lity  an d  g o o d n ess  th e re  is in  th e  u n iv e rse  is  fro m  H im se lf; th e  

so u rce  u p o n  w h ich  H e  d raw s  fo r  th a t  k n o w led g e  is H im se lf.

T h e  d iv in e  w is d o m  c o m p a r e d  w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  h u m a n  w is d o m

W ith  u s, the  k n o w led ge  o f  sp iritu a l an d  d iv in e tilin g s is o b ta in ed  fro m  b e lo w , in  th e  m irro r  o f  sen sib le  

th in g s . G o d , o n  th e  o th e r  h an d , v iew s  a ll th in g s  fro m  o n  h ig h , in  H im se lf an d  H is o w n  em in en t cau sa lity .

D o  w h at  w e  m ay , w e  h ere  o n  ea rth  see  th e  sp iritu a l an d  th e  d iv in e o n ly  th ro u g h  th e ir re flec tio n  in  m ate ria l 

th in g s . It  is o w in g  to  th is th a t  w e  a ttach  im m en se  im p o rtan ce  to  m ate ria l h ap p en in g s, su ch  as  th e  lo ss o f  an  

ey e , w h ereas  ev en ts  o f  th e  sp iritu a l w o rld , w ith  co n seq u en ces  th a t a re  in ca lcu lab le , a re  a llo w ed  to  p ass  

a lm ost u n n o ticed , su ch  as  an  ac t  o f  ch arity  in  th e  o rd er  o f  g o o d n ess , o r  in  th e  sp h ere  o f  ev il a  m o rta l s in . In  

o th e r  w o rd s , w e  see  th e  sp iritu a l  an d  th e  d iv in e as in  th e  tw ilig h t, in  th e  sh ad o w  o f  th e  sen sib le ; to  u se  th e  

ex p ressio n  o f  S t. A u g u stine , o u rs  is an  ev en in g  v is io n .

W ith  G o d  it is q u ite  th e  co n trary . In  th e  lig h t o f  an  e te rn a l m o rn in g  H is k n o w led g e  is firs t o f  a ll d irected  to  

H im se lf, an d  in  H is o w n  v ery  p u re  essen ce  H e  sees fro m  ab o v e  a ll p o ssib le  c rea tu res, an d  th o se  th a t n o w  

ex is t o r  h av e  ex is ted  o r  w ill ex is t. It is  fro m  o n  h ig h  an d  in  sp iritu a l th in g s  th a t H e  sees th e  m ate ria l. T o  



h ear  a  sy m ph o n y . H e  h as n o  n eed  o f  sen ses  as  w e  h av e ; H is k n o w led g e  o f  it is fro m  a  h ig h er so u rce , in  th e  

m u sical law  th a t g av e  it b irth , an d  th u s it fa r  su rp asses th e  k n o w led ge  o f  th e  g en iu s  w h o  co m p o sed  it.

It is n o t  th ro u g h  th e  b o d y  th a t G o d  v iew  s  th e  so u l o f  th e  ju s t; it is ra th er  th ro u g h  th e  so u l  th a t H e  v iew  s  th e  

b o d y  as  a  so rt o f  rad ia tio n  o f  th e  so u l. H en ce  H is s ig h t is n o t d azz led  b y  o u tw ard  sh o w , b y  w ealth  an d  its  

trap p in g s; w h at co u n ts  w ith  G o d  is ch arity . A b eg g ar in  rag s  b u t  w ith  th e  h eart o f  a  sa in t, is o f  

in co m p arab ly g rea te r  w o rth  in  th e  s ig h t o f  G o d  th an  a  C aesa r in  a ll th e  sp len d o r  o f  h is h u m an  g lo ry . A g ain , 

to  H im  th e re  is an  im m en se  d ifferen ce  b e tw een  a  little ch ild  b efo re  it is b ap tized  an d  th e  sam e  ch ild  a fte r  

b ap tism .

L o o k ed  a t  in  th e  lig h t o f  th is w o rld  o u r  S av io r 's  p assio n  ap p ears  to  u s  en sh ro u d ed  in  g lo o m , b u t h o w  rad ian t 

it m u st  b e  w h en  seen  fro m  o n  h ig h , as  th e  cu lm in a tin g p o in t o f  h is to ry , th a t  p o in t to  w h ich  ev ery th in g  in  the  

O ld  T estam en t  led  u p  an d  fro m  w h ich  ev ery th in g  in  th e  N ew  d escen d s  !

G o d  d o es  n o t see  c rea ted  th in g s  im m ed ia te ly in  th em se lv es, in  th e  d im  g lim m er o f  th e ir c rea ted  

illu m in a tio n , as  th o u g h  d escen d in g  to  th e ir lev el an d  m ad e  d ep en d en t o n  th em ; H e  sees  th em  in  H im se lf  

an d  H is o w n  rad ian t lig h t. G o d  can n o t see  c rea ted  th in g s  ex cep t  fro m  ab o v e : an y  o th e r  m o d e  o f  k n o w led g e  

w o u ld  a rg u e  im p erfec tio n  an d  w o u ld  cease  to  b e  d iv in e co n tem p la tio n . W h atev er  rea lity an d  g o o d n ess  

th e re  is in  c rea tu res  is seen  b y  th e  d iv in e w isd o m  as  a  rad ia tio n  o f  th e  g lo ry  o f  "H im  w h o  is ."

W h ereas  w e  can  h ard ly  co n ce iv e  o f  e te rn ity  ex cep t  b y  re la tin g  it to  th e  p articu la r  tim e  p erio d  in  w h ich  w e  

liv e , G o d  sees  th e  w h o le  su ccess io n  o f  tim e  p erio d s  in  th e  lig h t o f  an  u n ch an g in g  e te rn ity . A s a  m an  

s tan d in g  o n  th e  su m m it o f  a  m o u n ta in  tak es  in  a t a  s ing le g lan ce  a ll w h o  fo llo w  o n e  an o th er  in  th e  p la in  

b e lo w , so  a lso  in  o n e  e te rn al in s tan t G o d  sees  th e  en tire  su ccessio n  o f  tim e  p erio d s; o u r  b irth  

s im u ltan eo u sly  w ith  o u r  d ea th , o u r  tr ia ls w ith  th e  g lo ry  th ey  m erit, th e  su ffe rin g s  o f  th e  ju s t w ith  th e  

en d less  sp iritu a l p ro fit re su ltin g  fro m  th em . H e  sees  th e  e ffec ts  in  th e ir  cau ses, an d  th e  m ean s  in  th e  en d s  

th ey  su b se rv e .

T h e  liv es o f  th e  sa in ts a re  v ery  b eau tifu l ev en  in  th e ir ex te rn a l asp ec t  as  h is to ry  reco rd s  th em ; b u t  th ey  a re  

in co m p arab ly  m o re  b eau tifu l in  th e  m in d  o f  G o d , w h o  sees  ev ery th in g  in  its tru e  in w ard ness  an d  fro m  

ab o v e , w h o  sees  d irec tly  th e  g race  in  th e  so u ls  o f  th e  ju s t w ith  th e ir ac tu al  d eg ree  o f  ch arity  an d  th e  d eg ree  

th ey  w ill h av e  reached  a t  th e  en d  o f  th e ir  jo u rn ey . H e  sees o u r  liv es in  th e  lig h t o f  th e  d iv in e id ea  d irec tin g  

th em , an  id ea  th a t  w ill b e  fu lly rea lized  o n ly  in  h eav en . B etw een  G o d 's  w isd o m  an d  o u rs  th e re  is a ll th e  

d ifferen ce  w e  o b se rv e  b e tw een  a  s ta in ed -g lass w in d o w  as seen  fro m  w ith in  th e  ch u rch  an d  as seen  fro m  

w itho u t.

T h is in fin ite w isd o m  o f  G o d  h as  b een  rev ea led  to  u s  in  th e  p erso n  o f  o u r  L o rd  th e  in ca rna te  W o rd , in  H is  

life an d  p reach in g , H is d ea th , re su rrec tio n , an d  ascen sio n . O u r  L o rd  h as  b esto w ed  u p o n  u s  a  p artic ip a tio n  in  

th is se lfsam e  d iv in e w isd o m  th ro u g h  liv in g  fa ith  illu m in ed  b y  th e  g ifts  o f  th e  H o ly G h o st, th e  g ifts o f  

w isdo m  an d  u n d ers tan d in g , en ab lin g  u s  to  p en e tra te  an d  ex p erien ce  th e  sw ee tn ess  o f  th e  m y ste rie s  o f  

sa lv a tio n . L et o u r  p rac tica l  co n c lu sio n  b e  to  accu sto m  o u rse lv es  b y  d eg rees  to  see  a ll th in g s  fro m  G o d 's  

h ig h er  p o in t o f  v iew , co n sid e rin g  th em  n o t as so m eth in g  th a t  m ay  g iv e  u s  p leasu re  o r  sa tisfy  o u r  se lf-lo v e  

an d  p rid e , b u t  in  th e ir re la tio n  to  G o d  th e  firs t cau se  an d  la s t en d . In  th e  sp irit o f  fa ith  an d  b y  th e  d im  lig h t it 

sh ed s  le t u s  accu sto m  o u rse lv es  g rad u a lly  to  see  a ll th in g s  in  G o d . L et u s  see  in  th e  p leasan t ev en ts  o f  o u r  

life th e  to k en s  o f  G o d 's  g o o d n ess , an d  a lso  in  th e  p a in fu l an d  u n ex p ec ted  a fflic tio n s a  ca ll  to  a  h ig h er life , 

as  b e in g  so  m an y  g races  sen t  fo r  o u r  p u rifica tio n , an d  th e refo re  o ften  m o re  to  b e  p rized  th an  co n so la tio n s.  

S t. P e te r  c ru c ified  w as  n eare r  to  G o d  th an  o n  T h ab o r.

B y  th u s  accu sto m in g  o u rse lv es  to  liv e  b y  fa ith  an d  th e  g ift o f  w isd o m  w e  sh a ll b eco m e  ev ery  d ay  b e tte r  

fitted  to  en te r  in to  th a t k n o w led g e  w h ich  is  to  b e  o u rs  a t  th e  en d  o f  o u r  jo u rn ey  th ro u g h  life . W e  sh a ll  th en  

see  G o d  face  to  face , an d  in  H im  a ll th a t em ana tes  fro m  H im , esp ec ia lly  th o se  th in g s w e  h av e  lo ved  o n  

ea rth  w ith  a  su p ern a tu ra l  lo v e . S t. F ran c is an d  S t. D o m in ic  th u s  b eh o ld  in  G o d  th e  d estin ies o f  th e ir o rd ers, 

an d  a  C h ristian  m o th er  o n  en te rin g  h eav en  sees in  H im  th e  sp iritu a l n eed s  o f  th e  so n  sh e  h as  le ft o n  ea rth  

an d  th e  p ray ers sh e  m u st  o ffe r  fo r  h im .



T liis  w isd o m  co rresp on d s  to  th e  b ea titu d e  p ro m ised  to  p eacem ak ers . In  h eav en , o f  co u rse , it w ill b e  th e  

so u rce  o f  u n ch an g in g  p eace  as  w ell as  p erfect  jo y ; h ere  o n  ea rth , ev en  w h en  th e  jo y  is ab sen t, it b rin g s  u s  

p eace , th a t tran q u illity w h ich  co m es  fro m  o rd er  th rou g h  u n io n  w ith  G o d .

1 3 .  T h e  W ill  A n d  H o ly  L o v e  O f  G o d

N o w  th a t w e  h av e  sp o k en  o f  G o d 's in te llec t an d  w isd o m , a  rig h t co n cep tio n  o f  p ro v id en ce  req u ires  fu rth e r  

th a t w e  co n side r  th e  n a tu re  o f  H is h o ly  w ill an d  th e  lo v e  H e h as  b o th  fo r  H im se lf an d  fo r  u s. P ro v id en ce  in  

G o d . lik e p ru d en ce  in  u s. p resu pp o ses  th e  lo v e  o f  th e  su p rem e  g o o d , to  w h ich  it d irec ts a ll tilin g s .

N o  w o rd  is so  m u ch  p ro fan ed  as lo v e . T h ere  is a  ca rn a l w isd o m  w h ich  S t. P au l  ca lls  s tu p id ity  an d  

fo o lish n ess, an d  th e re  is a lso  a  b ase r  so rt o f  lo v e  w h ich  is s im p ly  th e  g ro sses t eg o ism  an d  w h ich  o ften  

th ro u g h  jea lo u sy  is in stan tly  tran sfo rm ed  in to  a  rag in g  h a tred . B u t h o w ev er  lo w  a  so u l m ay  s in k , it can  

n ev er  q u ite fo rg e t th a t in  tru e  lo v e  w e  h av e  a  p erfectio n  so  ex a lted  an d  so  p u re  th a t w e  sh o u ld  lo o k  in  v a in  

fo r  an y  trace  o f  im p erfec tio n  in  it.

If  w e  w ere  ask ed  w h eth er  G o d  can  b e  sad , w e  a t o n ce  see  th a t tliis can n o t b e . If  w e  w ere  ask ed  w h eth er  H e  

can  b e  an g ry , w e  p ro m p tly  u n d erstan d  th a t th e  te rm  can  b e  a ttrib u ted  to  H im  o n ly  b y  w ay  o f  m etap ho r  to  

ex p ress  H is  ju s tice . If  w e  w ere  ask ed  w h eth er  lo v e  is to  b e  fo u n d  fo rm ally  in  H im . w ith o u t th e  least 

h esita tio n  w e  say  th a t H e lo v es u s  in  th e  s tric t  an d  fu lle st sen se  o f  th e  te rm .

L et u s see . th en , (1 ) in  w h at  w ay  lo v e  is in  G o d , in  w h at w ay  H e  lo v es  H im se lf, an d  (2 )  th e  n a tu re  o f  H is  

lo v e  fo r  u s. W e  w ill fo llo w  S t. T h o m as  th ro u gh o u t  (la , q . 1 9 . 2 0 ), an d  w h ile  w e  a re  sp eak in g  o f  G o d 's  lo v e  

fo r  u s  w e  sh a ll see  w ith  h im  w h at is m ean t b y  th e  w ill o f  ex p ress io n  in  G o d  an d  th e  w ill o f  H is g o o d  

p leasu re . T liis  d is tin c tio n  is o f  th e  first im p o rtan ce  fo r  a  rig h t u n d ers tan d in g  o f  w h at se lf-ab an d o n m en t to  

P ro v id en ce  m u st b e .

T h e  lo v e  o f  G o d  fo r  H im se lf

L o v e  as it is in  G o d  can n o t co n sis t in  a  sen sib le  p ass io n  o r  em o lio n , h o w ev er  w ell reg u la ted . T h ere  can  b e  

n o  sensib ility in  G o d . b ecau se  H e  is p u re  sp irit.

B u t th e re  can  b e  n o  d iv in e in te llec t, w ith  its k n o w  led g e  o f  th e  g o o d , u n less  th e re  is a  d iv in e w ill to  w ill th a t 

g o o d . T liis  w ill can n o t  b e  a  s im p le facu lty  o f  w illin g . It w o u ld  b e  im perfec t, w ere  it n o t o f  itse lf a lw ay s  in  

ac t. T h e  first ac t o f  th e  w ill is lo v e  fo r  th e  g o o d , a  lo v e  en tire ly sp iritua l as  is th e  in te llec t w h ich  d irec ts it. 

T h e  o th e r  ac ts  o f  th e  w ill (d es irin g , w illin g , co n sen tin g , ch o o sin g , u tiliz ing , an d  ev en  h a tin g ) a ll p ro ceed  

fro m  lo v e , th a t is  th e  v ery  aw ak en in g  o f  th e  w ill in  its co n tac t w ith  th e  g o o d  w h ich  is its o b jec t (la . q . 2 0 . a . 

1 ).

In  G o d . th en , a  w h o lly  sp iritu a l an d  e te rn a l ac t o f  lo v e  fo r  th e  g o o d  n ecessa rily  ex is ts , an d  tliis  g o o d  lo v ed  

fro m  a ll e te rn ity  is G o d  H im se lf. H is in fin ite p erfec tio n , w h ich  is th e  fu lln ess  o f  b e in g . G o d  lo v es  H im se lf  

as m u ch  as  H e  is cap ab le  o f  b e in g  lo v ed , th a t is , in fin ite ly . T h is n ecessa ry  ac t is  n o t in fe rio r to  lib e rty  b u t 

tran scen d s  it. In d eed  tliis lo v e  is id en tified  w ith  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , th e  su p rem e  o b jec t o f  lo v e . F ro m  its  

a rd o r  it is rig h tly  te rm ed  a  zea lo u s lo v e ; it is lik e an  e te rn a lly su b sis tin g  b u rn ing  flam e , ig n is a rd en s . A s  th e  

S crip tu re  say s, "G o d  is a  co n su m in g  fire"  (D eu t. 4 : 2 4 ).

W e  d o  w ell to  co n tem p la te  tliis b u rn ing  lo v e fo r  th e  g o o d  w h ich  ex is ts  fro m  a ll e te rn ity  in  G o d . espec ially  

w h en  w e  co n side r  th e  am o u n t o f  in ju stice  an d  jea lo u sy th a t is in  th e  w o rld  an d  fee l in  o u r  h earts  h o w  feeb le  

a t tim es is o u r  o w n  lo v e  fo r  th e  g o o d , h o w  lack in g  in  co n stan cy  an d  p ersev eran ce .



W e  read  in  th e  G o sp e l: "B lessed  a re  th ey  th a t h u n g er  an d  th irs t a fte r  ju stice : fo r  th ey  sh a ll h av e  th e ir fill"  

(M att. 5 : 6 ). T h is  is  th a t b u rn in g  lo v e fo r  th e  g o o d  w h ich  is m ig h tie r th an  a ll co n trad ictio n s , th an  a ll 

w earin ess an d  tem p ta tio n s  to  d isco u rag em en t w e  m ay  m eet  w ith , a  lo v e m ig h ty  as  d ea th , ev en  m ig h tie r  

th an  d ea th , as seen  in  o u r  L o rd  an d  th e  m arty rs. Y et  th is m ig h ty , a rd en t lo v e fo r  th e  g o o d , w h ich  m u st  

ev en tu ally  d o m in a te  ev ery th in g  in  o u r  h earts, is  b u t  a  sp a rk  sp rin g in g  fro m  th a t sp iritua l  fu rn ace  in  G o d , th e  

u n created  lo v e  fo r  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d .

T h e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  th is  lo v e

In  th e  firs t p lace , it is su p rem ely  h o ly , o r  ra th er  it is  h o lin ess itse lf; th a t is  to  say , it is ab so lu te ly p u re , an d  

in  its p u rity  u n ch an g eab le . A b so lu te ly p u re , fo r  o b v io u sly  it can n o t in  an y  w ay  b e  su llied o r  d eb ased  b y  s in  

o r  im p erfec tio n , s in ce  s in  co n sis ts  in  tu rn in g  o n e 's  b ack  o n  G o d  an d  H is co m m an d s, an d  im p erfection  is a  

re fu sal  to  fo llo w  H is co u n se ls.

A n d  in  its  p u rity  it is u n ch an g eab le . G o d  can  n ev er cease  to  b e  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d . H e  can  n ev er  cease  to  

k n o w  an d  h en ce  to  lo v e  H im se lf. H e n ecessa rily  lo v es H im se lf, an d  H is lo v e  n o t o n ly  c leav es u n a lte rab ly  

to  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , b u t is id en tified w ith it, lo v in g  it ab o v e  a ll tilin g s . (C f. S t. T h o m as, la . q . 1 9 . a . 3 . 7 .)

C erta in  p h ilo sop h ers, su ch  as  K an t, h av e  g o n e  so  fa r  astray  as  to  see  in  th is lo v e  o f  G o d  p re ferrin g  H im se lf  

to  a ll e lse , n o t th e  ab so lu te  h o lin ess it is , b ut  th e  v ery  h e igh t o f  eg o ism . T h ey  h av e  a lso  m ain ta in ed  th a t G o d  

can n o t lo v e  H im se lf ab o v e  a ll tilin g s , th a t H e co u ld  n o t h av e  c rea ted  u s  fo r  H is o w n  g lo ry , b u t  fo r  o u rse lv es  

a lo n e , an d  th a t co n seq u en tly  it is n o t H e  b u t o u r  o w n  p erso n a l d ig n ity  th a t sh o u ld  h o ld  th e  su p rem e  p lace  in  

o u r  lo v e .

O n  th e  p lea  o f  ab so lv in g  G o d  o f  eg o ism , th is n o v e l ab erra tio n  p laces eg o ism  b efo re  u s  as  th e  id ea l w e  

sh o u ld  a im  a t. It co n fo u n d s  th e  tw o  ex trem es, h o lin ess an d  eg o ism , b ecau se  it n eg lec ts  to  d efine  w h at 

eg o ism  is .

E g o ism  is an  in o rd in a te se lf-lo v e  in  w h ich  se lf  is p re fe rred  to  G o d  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , o r  to  o n e 's  fam ily  o r  

co u n try '. B u t h o w  can  G o d  p re fe r  H im se lf  to  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , s in ce  H e is id en tified  w ith  it?

H en ce  G o d  in  p re fe rrin g  H im se lf to  a ll tilin g s is p re ferrin g  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d . F o r  H im  to  d o  o th erw ise  

w o u ld  b e  an  in to le rab le d iso rd e r: H e w o u ld  b e  lik e th e  m iser w h o  p re fe rs  h is g o ld  to  h is o w n  p erso n al  

d ig n ity . F o r  G o d  to  p re fe r  an y  c rea tu re  to  H im se lf w o u ld  am o u n t to  a  m o rta l  s in  in  H im . an d  th a t is th e  

fin a l ab su rd ity .

W h en  G o d  c reates , th e re fo re , it is n o t o u t  o f  eg o ism  a t  a ll; o n  th e  co n trary , it is  to  m an ifes t H is g o o d n ess  

ex te rn a lly . In  su b o rd in a tin g  ev ery th in g  to  H im se lf H e  is su bo rd in a tin g  u s  to  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , an d  th is  

H e d o es  fo r  o u r  g rea te r  h ap p iness . O u r  b ea titu d e  is in co m p arab ly  g rea te r  in  th e  p o ssessio n  an d  lo v e  o f  G o d  

th ro u g h  p ra ise  th an  if  it w ere  a  m ere  co m p lacen cy  in  o u r  o w n  p erso n a l d ig n ity . T h e  m o re  w e  g iv e  g lo ry  to  

G o d . th e  g rea te r  w ill b e  o u r  o w n  g lo ry  ."  N o t to  u s, O  L o rd , n o t to  u s: b u t to  T h y  n am e  g iv e  g lo ry " (P s. 1 1 3 : 

1 ). O u r  g rea tes t g lo ry , O  L o rd , is to  g iv e  g lo ry  to  T h ee .

G o d 's  lo v e  fo r  H im se lf h as n o  ta in t o f  eg o ism ; ra th e r  it is h o lin ess itse lf . A n d  n o t o n ly is it ab so lu te ly  p u re  

an d  in cap ab le  o f  s in , b u t it h as  as its in ev itab le seq u e l a  h o ly  h a tred  o f  ev ery  tir in g  th a t is ev il. In  fac t, n o  

tru e  lo v e  o f  th e  g o o d  can  ex is t w ith o u t a  d e testa tio n  o f  ev il; w e  can n o t lo v e  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  ab o v e  a ll 

th in g s  w  ith o u t a  so v ere ig n  d e testa tio n  o f  s in . G o d  can n o t h av e  th a t h o ly zea l fo r  H is o w n  g lo ry , w h ich  is  

th e  m an ifes ta tio n  o f  H is g o o d n ess , w ith o u t an  eq u a lly a rd en t d e testa tio n  o f  s in . T h is  is q u ite  ev id en t. W ith  

H im  th e re  can  b e  n o  b arg a in in g  o r  co m p rom ising  w ith  ev il. T h is, in  th e  d iv in e lig h t an d  sh ad e , s tan d s  o u t in  

c lea r  re lie f. N ev erthe less— an d  h ere  is th e  sh ad o w — s in  d o es  o ccu r. W h ere  s in  is  w illfu lly  p ers isted  in , th e  

lo v e  o f  G o d , w h ich  is g en tlen ess itse lf , b eco m es  a  th in g  o f  te rro r."  L o v e  is as s tro n g  as  d ea th , jea lo u sy  as  

h ard  as  h e ll" (C an t. 8 :6 ). G o d  d e tes ts  s in  w ith  a  b u rn ing  h a tred , w h ich  is s im p ly th e  o b v erse  o f  H is a rd en t 

lo v e  fo r  th e  g o o d .



G o d 's lo v e  fo r  H im se lf is a t o n ce  an  a llu rin g h o lin ess an d  a  tir in g  o f  d read , g en tle  y e t te rrib le , lik e  th e  h o u se  

o f  G o d  w h ich  Jaco b  sp eak s  o f  (G en . 2 8 :1 7 ).

T h is h o liness im p lies a ll p erfec tio n s, ev en  th o se  so  ap p aren tly  o p p o sed  as  in fin ite  ju s tice  an d  in fin ite  

m ercy , th e  tw o  g rea t  v irtues  o f  d iv in e  lo v e .

In  th is h o ly  lo v e  o f  G o d  fo r  H im se lf is co n ta in ed  a  tw o fo ld  le sso n . In  th e  firs t p lace , s in ce  G o d  is in fin ite ly  

b e tte r  th an  w e  a re , w e  m u st  lo v e  H im  m o re  th an  o u rsch  cs . a t least in  p re fe ren ce  to  o u rse lv es  w ith  a  lo v e  

b ased  o n  a  rig h t estim a tio n  o f  v a lu es , w ith  a  lo v e , to o , th a t is e fficac io u s  an d  o rien ts  o u r  w h o le  life to  H im . 

S eco n d ly , as G o d  lo v es H im se lf w ith  a  h o ly lo v e , so  o u g h t  w e  to  lo v e  w ith  a  h o ly  lo v e  o u r  o w n  so u l  an d  its  

d estin y , fo r  it h as  b een  c rea ted  to  g iv e  g lo ry to  G o d  e te rn a lly . L et u s  lo v e  o u rse lv es  w ith  th is h o ly  lo v e , in  

G o d  an d  fo r  H is sak e : th is is th e  w ay  to  o v erco m e  th a t in o rd in ate  lo v e o f  se lf  in  w h ich  eg o ism  co n sists . 

W ith  th e  eg o is t, se lf-lo v e  is in  o n e  sen se  ex cess iv e , s in ce  h e  d ev o tes  to o  m u ch  lo v e  to  th e  lo w er  e lem en t in  

h im ; b u t  in  an o th e r  sen se  it fa lls sh o rt o f  w h at it sh o u ld  b e : h e  d o es  n o t lo v e su ffic ien tly  th e  sp iritua l  

e lem en t in  h is so u l th a t e lem en t w h ich  w as  c rea ted  to  h y m n  th e  g lo rie s o f  G o d . (C f. S t. T h o m as, la  Ilae . q . 

2 9 . a . 4 ; Ila  Ilae . q . 2 5 , a . 7 .)

G o d 's lo v e  fo r u s

S u ch  b e in g  th e  lo v e  G o d  h as  fo r  H im se lf, h o w  can  it b e  d irec ted  to  an y th ing  e lse  b esid es?  S o m e  

u n b e liev e rs , as  a lso  th e  d e is ts, h o ld  th a t G o d  can n o t p o ssib ly  lo v e  u s  in  th e  tru e  sen se  o f  th e  te rm : th e  u se  o f  

th e  w o rd  " lo v e" in  th is co n n ec tio n  is p u re ly ' m etaph o rica l. T o  lo v e so m e  o th e r  b e ing , th ey  say , is  to  b e  

a ttrac ted  b y  it. B u t G o d , th e  p len itu d e o f  a ll g o o d , can  fin d  n o th in g  in  u s  to  a ttrac t  H im ; H e can n o t  b e  

p assiv e  to  an  a ttrac tio n  ex erted  b y  so  p a ltry  a  g o o d  as  w e  a re .

T h e  an sw er  to  th is  d e is t o b jec tio n  is th a t in  th e  lo v e G o d  h as  fo r  u s  th e re  is n o  p ass iv ity  w h atev er; it is  

essen tia lly ac tiv e , c rea tiv e , life -g iv in g : it is sh ee r  g en ero sity  an d  is su p rem ely  free . It is  tru e  lo v e  in  th e  

s tric te st  an d  h ig hest sen se  o f  th e  w o rd .

N o  p assiv ity  is p o ssib le  in  th e  lo v e  G o d  h as  fo r  u s. O b v io u sly  H e  can n o t  b e  a ttrac ted  b y  a  c rea ted  g o o d , o r  

b e  p assiv e  u n d er  th e  a ttrac tio n  o f  a  g o o d  so  p a ltry , o r  b e  cap tiv a ted  b y  it. H e  lo v es u s, n o t  b ecau se  H e  

fo u n d  u s  w o rth y  o f  lo v e ; o n  th e  co n trary , in  H is s ig h t w e  a re  m ad e  w o rth y  o f  H is lo v e  b ecau se  H e  h as  first 

lo v ed  u s."  W h at h ast th o u  th a t th o u  h ast n o t rece iv ed?" say s S t. P au l (I C o r. 4 : 7 ) ; an d  S t. T h o m as  say s: 

"T h e  lo v e  o f  G o d  is th e  cau se  in fu s in g  an d  c rea tin g  g o o d n ess  in  tilin g s"  (la . q . 2 0 , a . 2 ).

A n y  g o o d  in  u s. w h eth er  n a tu ra l o r  su pern a tu ra l, can  co m e  o n ly  fro m  G o d . th e  so u rce  o f  a ll g o o d , can  co m e  

o n ly fro m  H is c rea tiv e , life -g iv in g lo v e . T h is  lo v e o f  H is d o es  n o t  p resu p p o se  an y th ing  w o rth y  o f  lo v e  in  

u s. b u t is th e  v ery ' so u rce  o f  th a t w o rth in ess, c rea tin g , co n se rv in g , in c reas in g  it in  u s, y e t  w ith o u t  v io len ce  

to  o u r  lib e rty .

F o r  w h at reaso n , th en , h as G o d  lo ved  u s  w ith  th is c rea tiv e  lo v e?  W h y  h as  H e g iven  u s  ex is ten ce , life , 

in te llec t, an d  w ill? O u t o f  sh ee r  g en ero sity . Is  it n o t ch aracte ris tic  o f  g o o d n ess  to  b e  d iffu siv e  o f  itse lf  an d  

to  g iv e itse lf  in  g en ero u s  ab u n d an ce?  S in ce  g o o d n ess  ten d s  n a tu ra lly  to  co m m u n ica te  itse lf , it is essen tia lly ' 

d iffu siv e  o f  itse lf . In  th e  p h y sica l o rd er  th e  su n  g iv es o u t lig h t an d  g en ia l h ea t; p lan ts an d  an im als , u p o n  

reach in g  m atu rity . ten d  to  rep ro d u ce  th em se lv es . In  th e  m o ra l  an d  sp iritu a l o rd er  a  p erso n  w h o , lik e  th e  

sa in ts , h as  a  p assio n  fo r  g o o d n ess  w ill k n o w  n o  re s t u n til h e  h as  a ro u sed  in  o th e rs  th e  sam e  asp ira tio ns , th e  

sam e  lo v e . S in ce  G o d  is  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  an d  th e  fu lln ess o f  a ll b e ing , th e  e te rn a l lo v e  o f  th e  g o o d  

h av in g  a ll th e  zea l an d  a rd o r  o f  lo v e , it is m o st fittin g  th a t H e sh o u ld  g iv e o f  th e  rich es  th a t a re  in  H im , ev en  

as  a  s in g er  d e lig h ts in  re -ech o in g  ab ro ad  th e  rich  m elod ies o f  h is so n g . It  is in  th e  h ig h est d eg ree  fittin g , 

th e re fo re , th a t G o d  sh o u ld  lo v e u s  w ith  th is c reativ e  lo v e  b y  g iv in g  u s  ex is ten ce  an d  life .

B u t d o es  it fo llo w  th a t c rea tio n  is n o t  a  free  ac t; th a t, u n less  H e c reated , G o d  w o u ld  b e  n e ith e r g o o d  n o r  

w ise?B y  n o  m ean s. S crip tu re  te lls u s  th a t "G o d  w o rk e th  a ll  th in g s  acco rd in g  to  th e  co u n se l  o f  H is w ill"  

(E p h es. 1 : 1 1 ), an d  th e  C h u rch  p ro c la im s  th e  ab so lu te  lib e rty o f  c reativ e  lo v e . It  is in d eed  h ig h ly  



ap p ro p ria te  th a t G o d  sh o u ld  c rea te , b u t a lso  th a t H e sh o u ld  b e  a lto g e th e r  free  in  c rea tin g , so  th a t  th e re  

w o u ld  h av e  b een  n o th in g  d e  ro g a to ry  to  H im  in  n o t c rea tin g : in  H is o w n  in tim ate  life G o d  w o u ld  h av e  n o n e  

th e  le ss b een  in fin ite ly g o o d  an d  in fin ite ly w ise . A s  B o ssu e t say s. G o d  is n o  g rea te r  fo r  h av in g  c rea ted  th e  

u n iv e rse . T h e  fac t o f  H is co n fe rrin g  ex isten ce  o n  u s  can n o t b rin g  th e  sm allest in c rease  to  H is in fin ite  

p erfec tio n . C rea tio n  is an  ab so lu te ly  free  ac t  o f  lo v e . In  th is sen se  ev en  th e  n a tu ra l g ifts  w e  h av e  rece iv ed  

a re  g ra tu ito u s .

B u t in  G o d  th e re  is a  s till g rea te r  an d  free r  ac t  o f  lo v e , b y  w h ich  H e  h as  b esto w ed  o n  u s  th e  ev en  m o re  

g ra tu ito u s  g ift o f  g race , th a t p artic ip a tio n  in  H is in tim ate life , a  g ift to  w h ich  o u r  n a tu re  h as  n o  c la im  

w h atev er. B y ' th is life -sav in g  lo v e  H e h as  m ad e  u s  w o rth y  to  b e  lo v ed  in  H is s ig h t, an d  th a t n o t  m ere ly  as  

c rea tu res  b u t as  H is ch ild ren , th u s  fittin g  u s  to  b eh o ld  H im  an d  lo v e  H im  fo r  e te rn ity .

W e  a re  lo v ed  b y  G o d  fa r  m o re  th an  w e  th in k . T o  rea lize th e  ex ten t o f  H is lo v e  fo r  u s. w e  sh o u ld  h av e  to  

k n o w  fu lly  th e  v a lu e o f  g race  w h en  it h as  reach ed  its fin a l d ev e lo p m en t in  th e  g lo ry o f  h eav en ; w e  w o u ld  

h av e  to  see  G o d . if  o n ly ' fo r  an  in s tan t.

In  th e  in ca rn a tio n , th e  red em p tio n , an d  th e  E u ch aris t. G o d 's  lo v e  fo ru s  reach es  its co n su m m atio n . T o  

rea lize h o w  in ten se is th is lo v e , w e  sh o u ld  h av e  to  ap p rec ia te  to  th e  fu ll th e  in fin ite v a lu e  o f  th e  red em p tiv e  

p art  o f  th e  in ca rn a tio n  an d  th e  m erits o u r  L o rd  g a in ed  fo r  u s. an d  h en ce  th e  v a lu e  o f  a ll th e  sp iritua l g races  

th a t flo w  fro m  th em . In  g iv in g  b irth  to  M ary , S t. A n n e  w as  fa r  m o re  lo v ed  b y G o d  th an  sh e  k n ew , fo r  sh e  

co u ld  n o t h av e  fo reseen  th a t th e  ch ild G o d  h ad  g iv en  h er  w o u ld  b e  th e  m o th er  o f  th e  S av io r  an d  o f  a ll 

m an k in d . S o , to o , is it w ith  u s. th o u g h  w ith  d u e  re se rv es: G o d  lo v es u s  fa r  m o re  th an  w e  th ink , esp ec ia lly in  

tim es o f  tr ia l w h en  H e ap p ears  to  d ese rt u s; fo r  it is th en  H e  b esto w s  u p o n  u s  H is m o st p rec io us , m o st 

p ro fo u n d , m o st life -g iv in g  g races . A t su ch  tim es  as  th ese , le t u s  say  w ith  S t. T eresa : "L o rd . T h o u  k n o w  est 

a ll tilin g s , can s!  d o  a ll th in g s , an d  T h o u  d o st lo v e  m e."

S u ch  in  essen ce  is th e  lo v e  G o d  h as  fo r  u s, a  c rea tiv e  an d  life -g iv in g lo v e ; su prem ely g en ero u s  an d  

su p rem ely  free .

T h e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  th is  lo v e

T h ey  a re  p rinc ip a lly fo u r: It is  u n iv  e rsa l; y e t it h as  its free  p re fe ren ces; an d  th ese  a re  w h o lly ac tu a ted  b y  

w isd o m ; an d  it is in v in cib le .

It  is u n iv e rsa l, ex ten d in g  to  th e  v ery ' least o f  c rea tu res. G o d  lo v es  th em  as  a  fa rm  o w n er  lo v es  Iris fie ld s, Iris  

h o u se , an d  th e  an im als th a t se rv e  liis n eed s . B u t firs t an d  fo rem o st th is lo v e  is d irec ted  to  th e  so u ls  o f  

h u m an  b e in g s: to  th e  so u l  o f  a  s in n er  th a t it m ay b e  co n v erted , to  th e  so u l  o f  a  ju s t m an  th a t it m ay  

p ersev ere , to  th e  so u l  tr ied  b y tem pta tion  th a t it m ay  n o t fa in t, an d  to  th e  so u l in  its la s t h o u r  o n  ea rth  b efo re  

it co m es  b efo re  G o d 's  ju d g m en t sea t (la . q . 2 0 . a . 2 , 3 ).

N ev erth e less , fo r  a ll its  u n iv e rsa lity , th is lo ve h as  its  free  p re fe ren ces . If  to  ev ery  so u l  it g iv es th e  g races  

su ffic ien t an d  n ecessa ry  fo r  sa lv a tio n , u p o n  so m e— S t. Jo sep h , fo r  in s tan ce . S t. P e ter. S t. Jo h n . S t. P au l, the  

fo u n d ers  o f  re lig io u s o rd ers-it co n fe rs  g races  o f  p red ilec tio n . A n d  ev ery  o n e  o f  th ese  sa in ts  w ill co n fess  

w ith  S t. P au l (I C o r. 4 :7 ), "W h at h ast th o u  th a t th o u  h ast n o t rece iv ed ?" an d  ag a in . "It is G o d  w h o  w o rk eth  

in  u s  b o th  to  w ill an d  to  acco m p lish , acco rd in g  to  H is g o o d  w ill" (P h il. 2 : 1 3 ). A s  th e  s in g er  im p arts a t w ill 

a  g rea te r  re so n an ce  to  ce rta in  n o tes, so  a lso  G o d  in  th e  b esto w al o f  H is g races sh o w s  H is  p red ilec tio n  fo r  

so m e  o v er  o th e rs. T h e  d iv in e seed  th a t G o d  casts  in to  so u ls  d ep en d s  fo r  its d eg ree  o f  b eau ty en tire ly u p o n  

H is g o o d  p leasu re .

Y et th is su p rem e  lib e rty  in  H is p re fe ren ces  p rese rves  a lw ay  s  th a t ad m irab le  o rd er  w h ich  w isd o m  an d  

ch arity  d em an d .  " It is a lw ay s th e  b est th a t G o d  p re fe rs, " say s S t. T h o m as, "fo r, s in ce  H e  is  th e  so u rce  o f  a ll 

g o o d n ess , o n e  tirin g  w o u ld  n o t b e  b e tte r  th an  an o the r, d id  H e n o t lo v e it w ith  a  g rea te r  lo v e" (la . q . 2 0 , a . 

3 ).



G o d  p re fe rs  sp iritu a l to  co rp o rea l  b e in gs , th e  la tte r b e in g  c rea ted  fo r  th e  fo rm er. T h e  M o th er  o f  th e  

in ca rna te  W o rd  is p re fe rred  b efo re  ev en ' o th e r  c rea ted  b e ing ; an d  G o d 's  o n ly  S o n  is  p re fe rred  b efo re  H is  

V irg in M o th er. C h ris t w as  d e live red  u p  o n  o u r  b eh a lf, n o t  b ecau se  H e  w as  lo ved  le ss b y  G o d  th an  w e  a re , 

b u t  th a t b y  sav in g  u s  H e  m ig h t em erg e  g lo rio u sly  tr iu m p h an t o v er  th e  d ev il, s in . an d  d ea th  (la , q . 2 0 , a . 4  ad  

lu m ).

In  th e  lo v e o f  G o d  ev ery th in g  is su b o rd in a ted  to  th e  m an ifes ta tio n  o fH is g o o d n ess. T h is is  th e  co n stan t  

re fra in  o f  th e  p sa lm : "P ra ise th eL o rd fo rH e  is g o o d ; fo r  H is m ercy  en d u re th  fo rev er"  (P s. 1 3 5 ).

O n e  la s t p erfectio n  o f  d iv in e lo v e : in  its s treng th  it is in v in c ib le , in  th e  sen se  th a t w ith o u t its d iv in e  

p erm iss io n  n o th in g  can  re s is t it an d  th a t b y  its p o w er  ev ery th in g  is m ad e  to  co n sp ire  to  th e  ev en tu a l 

fu lfilm en t o f  th e  g o o d . In  th is sen se  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  is m ig h tie r th an  d ea th : m ig h tie r  th an  p h y sica l  d ea th , 

s in ce  it ra ised  u p  C h rist Jesu s  an d  w ill ra ise  u s  u p  a t  th e  la st d ay ; m ig h tie r  th an  sp iritu a l d ea th , fo r  it is ab le  

to  co n v ert th e  m o st h ard en ed  s in n er, ra isin g  to  life ag a in  th e  so u l th a t is d ead , an d  th a t n o t  o n ce , b u t  m an y  

tim es, in  the  co u rse  o f  its ea rth ly  ex is ten ce .

T h e  w ill o f  e x p r e s s io n  a n d  th e  n il!  o f  g o o d  p le a s u r e  in  G o d

T h a t o u r  w ill sh o u ld  b e  m ad e  to  co n form  to  th e  d iv in e  w ill an d  its h o ly lo v e  is o f  co u rse  o b v io u s; fo r, as S t. 

T h o m as  say s, [2 4 ] an y  g o o d n ess in  o u r  v o lu n ta ry  ac ts  an d  in  th e  w ill itse lf  d ep en d s  o n  th e  en d  to  w h ich  

th ey  a re  d irec ted . N o w  th e  u ltim a te  en d  o f  th e  h u m an  w ill is  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , w h ich  is a lso  th e  p rim ary  

o b jec t o f  th e  d iv in e w ill, th a t o b jec t in  v iew  o f  w h ich  a ll o th e r  tilin g s  a re  w illed  b y  it.

H ere , h o w ev er, w e  m u st  d is tin g u ish  w ith  th e  w h o le  o f  trad itio n  b e tw een  th e  d iv in e w ill o f  g o o d  p leasu re  

an d  th e  d iv in e w ill o f  ex p ress io n . [2 5 ] B y  th e  d iv in e w ill o f  ex p ress io n  w e  m ean  a ll th o se  ex te rn a l s ig n s  

th a t rev ea l G o d 's  w ill-co m m an d s, p ro h ib itio n s , th e  sp irit u n d erly in g  th e  co u n se ls , an d  ev ery th in g  th a t 

h ap p en s  b y  H is w ill o r  p erm issio n . T h e  d iv in e w ill th u s  ex p ressed , esp ec ia lly  in  co m m an d s, co m es  w ith in  

th e  d o m ain  o f  o b ed ien ce , an d , as S t. T h o m as  rem ark s. [2 6 ] is  w h at  w e  re fe r  to  w h en  w e  say  in  th e  O u r  

F a th e r, "T hy  w ill b e  d o n e ."

T h e  d iv in e  w ill o f  g o o d  p leasu re  is th e  in te rio r ac t o f  G o d 's  w ill, w h ich  o ften  is n o ty e t rev ea led  o r  

ex p ressed  ex te rn a lly . U p o n  it d ep en d s  o u r  s till u n certa in  fu tu re— fu tu re  ev en ts , fu tu re  jo y s  an d  tr ia ls , 

w h eth er  o f  lo n g  o r  sh o rt d u ra tio n , th e  h o u r  an d  c ircu m stan ces  o f  o u r  d ea th , an d  so  o n . A s S t. F ran c is o f  

S a les rem ark s [2 7 ] an d  B o ssu e t a fter  h im , [2 8 ] w h ereas  th e  ex p ressed  w ill  o f  G o d  is  th e  d o m ain  o f  

o b ed ien ce , th e  w ill o fH is g o o d  p leasu re is th e  d o m ain  o f  tru s tin g  su rrend er. A s  w e  w ill ex p la in  a t so m e  

len g th  la te r o n , in  m ak in g  o u r  w ill co n form  d a ily  to  th e  d iv in e w ill as  ex p ressed , w e  m u st  fo r  th e  re s t 

ab an d o n  o urselv es  in  a ll co n fid en ce  to  th e  d iv in e w ill o f  g o o d  p leasu re , fo r  w e  a re  ce rta in  b efo reh an d  th a t it 

w ills n o th in g , p erm its n o th in g , u n less fo r  th e  sp iritu a l an d  e te rn al w elfa re  o f  th o se  w h o  lo v e  G o d  an d  

p ersev ere  in  th a t lo v e .

S u ch  is G o d 's  h o ly  w ill an d  H is lo v e  fo r  u s. It is th is  lo v e th a t h as  b een  rev ea led  to  u s  in  o u r  L o rd , w h o se  

h eart  is a  g lo w in g  fu rn ace  o f  ch arity .

C h rist's  lo v e  fo r  u s, lik e th a t o fH is h eav en ly F a th er, is ab so lu te ly  h o ly an d  in sp ired  b y  sh ee r  g en ero sity : H e  

h as  n o t  b een  d raw n  to  u s. b u t  w e  to  H im : "Y o u  h av e  n o t  ch o sen  m e. "  H e  say s, 'b u t I h av e  ch o sen  y o u "  

(Jo h n  1 5 : 1 6 ). A g ain , th e  lo v e o f  Jesu s  fo r  H is  F a th e r  an d  fo r  u s h as ev er  b een  in v in c ib le : it co n stra in ed  

H im  to  su b m it to  d ea th , an d  b y  H is d ea th  h e  ra ises  u p  so u ls  to  a  n ew  life , o n ce  ag a in  d irec tin g  u p o n  th em  

th e  s tream  o f  th e  d iv in e m erc ies .

A s a  p rac tica l  co n c lu sio n , w e  m u st  a llo w  o u rse lv es  to  b e  lo ved  b y  th is ex ceed in g ly h o ly , p u rify in g , life 

g iv in g  lo v e , an d  su b m it to  its  p u rifica tio n s , h o w ev er  p a in fu l  th ey  m ay  b e  a t tim es . A n d  it sh o u ld  b e  m et 

w ith  a  g en ero u s  re sp o n se , acco rd in g  to  th ese  w o rd s  o f  S t. Jo h n : "L e t u s  lo v e  G o d : b ecau se  H e  h a th  firs t 

lo ved  u s" (I  Jo h n  4 : 1 0 ). W e  m u st  lo v e  th e  L o rd  fo r  H is o w n  sak e , w ith  a  p u rity  o f  in ten tio n  ris in g  ab o v e  



th e  p ro m p tin g s o f  v a in g lo ry an d  p rid e  an d  th a t se lf-seek in g  w h ich  is in d u ced  b y  jea lo u sy  an d  th e  d esire  fo r  

th e  esteem  o f  m en .

T h e  b eg in n in g  in  u s  o f  a  p u re  lo v e fo r  G o d  w ill th en  b e  so m e  p artic ip a tio n  in  th a t lo v e w h ich  G o d  h as  fo r  

H im se lf, a  sp a rk  fro m  th a t d iv in e fu rn ace  o f  H is o w n  se lf-lo v e . A n d  as  o u r  lo v e  g ro w s  p u re r  d a ily , it w ill 

in c rease  in  h o lin ess , g en ero sity , an d  s tren g th . In d eed  it w ill m ak e  u s  in v in c ib le , acco rd in g  to  th e  p h rase  o f  

S t. P au l (R o m . 8 :1 ), "If  G o d  b e  w ith  u s. w h o  is ag a in st u s?"  A n d  fin a lly , o u r  lo v e  th u s  g rad u a lly  p u rified  

w ill en ab le u s  to  tr iu m p h  o v er  d ea th  itse lf  an d  w ill o p en  th e  g a tes  o f  p arad ise  to  u s. W h en  w e  en te r  in to  

g lo ry , w e  sh a ll b e  estab lish ed  fo rev er  in  a  su p ern a tu ra l  lo v e  fo r  G o d  th a t can  n ev erm o re  b e  lo s t o r  le ssen ed .

P A R T  I I I  : P R O V I D E N C E  A C C O R D I N G  T O  R E V E L A T I O N

1 4 .  T h e  N o t io n  O f  P r o v id e n c e

H av in g sp o k en  o f  th o se  d iv in e  p erfec tio n s  w h ich  th e  n o tio n  o f  p ro v id en ce  p resu p p o ses , w e  m u st g o  o n  to  

co n side r  in  w h at th is  p ro v id en ce  co n sis ts . W h at rev e latio n  h as  to ld  u s  ab o u t G o d 's  w isd o m  an d  H is lo v e  

w ill g iv e  u s  a  c lea re r  in s ig h t in to  its teach in g  co n cern in g  th e  d iv in e  g o v ern an ce . T h is  teach in g  fa r  su rp asses  

th a t o f  th e  p h ilo so p h ers , m an y  o f  w h o m  m ain ta in  th a t p ro v id en ce  d o es  n o t ex ten d  b ey o n d  th e  g en era l law s  

g o v ern in g  th e  u n ive rse ; th a t it d o es  n o t reach  d o w n  to  in d iv id u a ls an d  th e  d e ta ils o f  th e ir ex is ten ce , to  

fu tu re  free  ac tio n s an d  th e  sec re ts  o f  (h e  h eart. O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , ce rta in  h ere tic s h av e  h e ld  th a t s in ce  

p ro v id en ce  ex tend s  in fa llib ly to  th e  least o f  o u r  ac tio n s, th e re  can  b e  n o  su ch  tilin g  as  lib e rty . T h e  rev ea led  

teach in g  is th e  g o ld en  m ean  R ing  b e tw een  th ese  tw o  ex trem e  p o sitio n s  an d  tran scen d in g  th em .

P ro v id en ce , as  w e  sh a ll see, is a  so rt o f  ex ten sio n  o f  G o d 's  w isd o m , w h ich  "reach e th  fro m  en d  to  en d  

m ig h tily an d  o rd ere th  a ll tilin g s sw ee tly"  (W is . 8 :1 ; 1 4 : 3 )."  S in ce . " say s S t. T h o m as. "G o d  is  th e  cau se  o f  

a ll th in g s b y  H is in te llec t (in  co n ju n ction  w ith  H is w ill) , it is n ecessa ry  th a t th e  ty p e  o f  th e  o rd er  o f  tilin g s  

to w ard  th e ir  en d  sh o u ld  p re -ex is t in  th e  d iv in e  m in d ; an d  th e  ty p e  o f  tilin g s o rd ered  to w ard  an  en d  is . 

p ro p erly  speak ing , p ro v iden ce" (la . q . 2 2 . a . 1 ). [2 9 ] A s  fo r  th e  d iv in e  g o v ern an ce, th o u g h  th e  ex p ressio n  is  

g en era lly u sed  as sy n o n y m o u s  w ith  p ro v id en ce . it is . s tric tly  sp eak in g , th e  ex ecu tio n  o f  th e  p ro v id en tia l 

p lan  (ib id . . ad  2 u m ).

S t. T h o m as  (ib id .  ) a lso  p o in ts o u t th a t p ro v id en ce  in  G o d  co rresp o n d s  to  th e  v irtu e  o f  p ru d en ce  in  u s. w h ich  

reg u la tes th e  m ean s  w ith  a  v iew  to  th e  a tta in m en t o f  so m e  en d . w h ich  ex erc ises  fo res ig h t in  an tic ip a tio n  o f  

th e  fu tu re . W e  h av e , b esid es a  p u re ly  p erso n al  p ru d en ce , th a t h ig h er  p ru d en ce  w h ich  a  fa th e r  m u st  ex erc ise  

to  p ro v id e  fo r  Iris fam ily 's n eed s , an d  h ig h er s till th e  p ru d en ce  d em an d ed  in  th e  h ead  o f  th e  s ta te  th a t 

sh o u ld  b e  fo u n d  in  o u r  law  m ak ers an d  o th e r  g o v ern m en t o ffic ia ls fo r  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  th e  co m m o n  

in te rests  o f  th e  n a tio n . L ik ew ise  in  G o d  th e re  is a  p ro v id en ce  d irec tin g  a ll tilin g s  to  th e  g o o d  o f  th e  

u n iv e rse , th e  m an ifes ta tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e g o o dn ess in  ev ery  o rd er, fro m  th e  in an im ate  c rea tio n  ev en  to  th e  

an g e ls an d  sa in ts in  h eav en .

A n d  so  b y  a  co m p ariso n  w ith  th e  v irtue  o f  p ru d en ce  is  fo rm ed  th e  an a lo g ica l n o tio n  o f  p ro v id en ce , a  n o tio n  

access ib le  to  co m m o n sen se  reason  an d  ab u n d an tly  co n firm ed  b y  rev e la tio n . A  p m d en t p erso n  w ill firs t 

d esire  th e  en d  an d  th en , h av in g  d ec id ed  o n  th e  m ean s  to  b e  em p lo y ed , w ill b eg in  u sin g  th em ; th u s  th e  en d . 

w h ich  h e ld  firs t p lace  in  Iris d esire , is th e  la s t in  ac tu al  a tta inm en t. S o  w e  lo o k  u p o n  G o d  as  in ten d in g  fro m  

a ll e te rn ity  firs t th e  en d  an d  p u rp o se  o f  th e  u n iv e rse  an d  th en  th e  m ean s  n ecessa ry  fo r  th e  rea liza tio n  o r  

a tta in m en t o f  th a t en d . T h is co m m o n sen se  v iew  is ex p ressed  b y  th e  p h ilo so p h ers  w h en  th ey  say  th a t th e  

en d  is  firs t in  th e  o rd er  o f  in ten tio n  b u t la st in  o rd er  o f  ex ecu tio n . T h is p o in t is o f  p aram o u n t im p o rtan ce  

w h en  w e  a re  co n sid e rin g  th e  en d  an d  p u rp o se  o f  th e  u n iv e rse  o f  m ateria l an d  sp iritu a l b e in g s .

F ro m  th is g en era l n o tio n  o f  p ro v id en ce  w e  d ed u ce  its ch arac te ris tic s. W e  w ill  b rie fly  in d icate  th em  h ere  

b efo re  lo o k in g  fo r  a  m o re  v iv id  an d  d e ta iled  acco u n t o f  th em  in  S crip tu re .



1 )  T h e  ab so lu te  u n iv e rsality  o f  p ro v id en ce  is d ed u ced  fro m  th e  ab so lu te  u n iv e rsa lity o f  d iv in e cau sa lity . 

w h ich  in  th is case  is  th e  cau sa lity  o f  an  in te llec tu a l ag en t. " T h e  cau sa lity o f  G o d . " say s S t. T h o m as, 

"ex ten d s to  a ll b e in g s , n o t o n ly  as  to  th e  co n stitu en t  p rin c ip les o f  sp ec ies , b u t a lso  as  to  th e  in d iv id u a liz in g  

p rin c ip les (fo r  th ese  a lso  b e lo n g  to  th e  rea lm  o f  b e in g ) ; it ex ten d s  n o t o n ly  to  tilin g s in co rru p tib le  b u t a lso  

to  th o se  co rru p tib le . H en ce  a ll tilin g s th a t ex is t in  w h atso ev er  m an n er  a re  n ecessa rily  d irec ted  b y  G o d  

to w ard  so m e  en d "  (la , q . 2 2 , a . 2 ). T h is is d em an d ed  b y  th e  p rin c ip le o f  fin a lity , w h ich  s ta te s  th a t ev ery  

ag en t ac ts  fo r  so m e  en d  an d  th e  su p rem e  ag en t  fo r  th e  su p rem e  en d  k n o w n  to  H im . to  w h ich  H e  

su b o rd in a tes a ll e lse . T h a t en d . as  w e  saw  w h en  sp eak in g  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d , is th e  m an ifes ta tio n  o f  H is  

g o o d n ess , H is in fin ite p erfec tio n , an d  H is v ario u s a ttrib u tes .

A s w e  sh a ll see , it is co n stan tly  asserted  in  th e  O ld  an d  N ew  T estam en ts  th a t th e  p lan  o f  p ro v id en ce  h as  

b een  fix ed  im m ed ia te ly b y G o d H im se lf d ow n  to  th e  la s t d e ta il. H is p rac tica l  k n o w led g e  w o u ldb e  

im p erfec t, w ere  it n o t  as  fa r  reach in g  as  H is cau sa lity , an d  w ith o u t th a t cau sa lity  n o th in g  co m es  in to  

ex is ten ce . O b v io u sly , th e re fo re , as  w as  s ta ted  ab o v e, an y  rea lity  o r  g o o d n ess  in  c rea tu res  an d  th e ir  ac tio n s  

is cau sed  b y  G o d . T h is m ean s  th a t w ith  th e  ex cep tio n  o f  ev il (th a t p riv a tio n  an d  d iso rd e r  in  w h ich  s in  

co n sis ts), a ll  th in g s  h av e  G o d  as  th e ir firs t if  n o t ex c lu siv e  cau se . [3 0 ] A s  fo r  p h y sica l  ev il an d  su ffe ring , 

G o d  w ills th em  o n ly  in  an  acc id en ta l  w ay , in  v iew  o f  a  h ig h er g o o d . [3 1 ] F ro m  th e  ab so lu te  u n iv e rsality  o f  

p ro v id en ce  w e  d ed u ce  a  secon d  ch arac te ris tic .

2 ) T h is  u n iv e rsa l an d  im m ed ia te sw ay  ex erted  b y  p ro v id en ce , d o es  n o t  d estro y , b u t  sa feg u ard s  th e  freed o m  

o f  o u r  ac tio n s . N o t  o n ly  d o es  it sa feg u ard  lib e rty , b u t  ac tu a tes it, [3 2 ] fo r  th e  p rec ise  reason  th a t  p ro v id en ce  

ex ten d s  ev en  to  th e  free  m o d e  o f  o u r  ac tio n s, w h ich  it  p ro d u ces  in  u s  w ith  o u r  co -o p era tio n ;  fo r  th is  free  

m o d e  in  o u r  ch o ice , th is in d iffe ren ce  d o m in a ting  o u r  d esire , is s till w ith in  th e  rea lm  o f  b e ing , an d  n o th in g  

ex is ts  u n less  it b e  fro m  G o d . [3 3 ] T h e  s lig h test  id io sy n crasy  o f  tem p eram en t  an d  ch arac te r, th e  

co n seq uen ces  o f  h ered ity , th e  in flu en ce  ex erted  o n  o u r  ac tio n s  b y  th e  em o tio n s — a ll a re  k n o w n  to  

p ro v id en ce ; it p en e tra tes in to  th e  in n e rm o st recesses  o f  co n sc ien ce , an d  h as  a t  its d isp osa l  ev ery  so rt o f  

g race  to  en lig h ten , a ttrac t, an d  s tren g th en  u s. T h ere  is th u s  a  g en tlen ess  in  its co n tro l  th a t  y ie ld s n o th in g  to  

s tren g th . S u av ite r  e t  fo rtite r  it p ro d u ces  an d  p rese rves  th e  d iv in e seed  in  th e  h eart an d  w atch es  o v er  its  

d ev e lo pm en t (la , q . 2 2 , a . 4 ).

3 )  A lth o u g h  p ro v id en ce , as  th e  d iv in e o rd inan ce , ex tend s  im m ed ia te ly to  a ll rea lity an d  g o o d n ess , to  th e  

la st an d  leas t fib e r o f  ev ery  b e ing , n ev erth e less in  th e  ex ecu tio n  o f  th e  p lan  o f  p ro v id en ce , G o d  g o v ern s  th e  

lo w er  c rea tio n  th ro u g h  th e  h ig h er, to  w h ich  H e  th u s  co m m u n icates  th e  d ig n ity  o f  cau sa lity (la , q . 2 2 , a . 3 ).

T h ese  v ario u s ch arac te ristic s o f  p ro v id en ce  w e  w ill  n o w  co n sid e r  as  th ey  a re  p resen ted  to  u s  in  th e  O ld  an d  

N ew  T estam en ts . N o  b e tte r  w ay  can  b e  fo u n d  to  m ak e  o u r  k n o w led g e  o f  th em  n o t m erely  ab strac t an d  

th eo re tica l, b u t  liv in g an d  sp iritu a lty fru itfu l.

1 5 .  I h e  C h a r a c te r is t ic s  O f  P r o v id e n c e  A c c o r d in g  T o  I h e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t

In  m an y  p assag es  o f  th e  O ld  T estam en t (e . g ., W is. 6 :8 ; 8 : I; 1 1 :2 1 ; 1 2 : 1 3 ; 1 7 : 2 ), th e  d o c trin e  ab o u t 

p ro v id en ce  is ex p ressed  in  te rm s  th a t  a re  fo rm al an d  ex p lic it, an d  im p lic itly it is in d ica ted  in  a  m u ltitu d e o f  

o th e r  tex ts. In d eed  th e  B o o k  o f  Jo b  is d ev o ted  en tire ty  to  th e  co n sid e ra tio n  o f  p ro v id en ce  in  re la tio n  to  th e  

tr ia ls th e  ju st  en d u re ; an d  w h erev er  w e  fin d  m en tio n  o f  p ray er, w e  h av e  an  eq u iv a len t a ffirm a tio n  o f  

p ro v id en ce , fo r  p ray er  p resu pp o ses  it.

T h e  O ld  T estam en t  teach in g  o n  th is  su b jec t  m ay  b e  su m m ed  u p  in  th ese  tw o  fu n d am en ta l  p o in ts :

1 )  A  u n iv e rsal an d  in fa llib le p ro v id en ce  d irec ts a ll th in g s  to  a  g o o d  p u rp o se .

2 ) F o r  u s  p ro v id en ce  is an  ev id en t fac t, so m etim es  ev en  a  s tartlin g  fac t, th o u g h  in  ce rta in  o f  its w ay s  it 

rem ain s  ab so lu te ly  u n fa th o m ab le .



W e  h av e  ch o sen  an  ab u n d an t a rray  o f  S crip tu ra l  tex ts, an d  g ro u p ed  th em  in  su ch  a  w ay  th a t  th ey  ex p la in  

o n e  an o th e r. T h e  w o rd s  o f  th e  tex ts  a re  m o re  b eau tifu l  th an  an y  co m m en tary ' can  m ak e  th em .

A  u n iv e r sa l  a n d  in fa ll ib le  p r o v id e n c e  d ir e c t s  a ll  th in g s  to  a  g o o d  p u r p o se

1 ) T h e  u n iv e rsa lity o f  p ro v id en ce , reach in g  d o w n  to  th e  m in u tes t  th in g s, is c lea rly  tau g h t in  th e  O ld  

T estam en t. T h e  B o o k  o f  W isd o m  d ec la res  it rep ea ted ly : "G o d  m ad e  th e  little an d  th e  g rea t, an d  H e h a th  

eq u a lly ca re  o f  a ll" (6 :8 ); "W isd o m  reach eth  fro m  en d  to  en d  m ig h tily an d  o rd ere th  a ll th in g s sw ee tly "  (8 :

1 )  ; "T h ou  h ast  o rd ered  a ll th in g s  in  n u m b er, m easu re , an d  w eig h t"  (1 1 :2 1 ); "T h ere  is n o  o th e r  G o d  b u t  

T h o u , w h o  h ast  ca re  o f  a lf th a t T h o u  sh o u ld st sh o w  th a t T h o u  d o st n o t  g iv e  ju d g m en t u n ju stly " (1 2 : 1 3 ). 

T h e  au th o r  th en  g iv es th is s trik in g  ex am ple :

A g ain , an o the r, d esign in g  to  sa il, an d  b eg in n in g  to  m ak e  h is  v o y ag e  th ro u g h  th e  rag in g  w av es.... T h e  w o o d  

th a t ca rrie th  h im  th e  d esire  o f  g a in  d ev ised , an d  th e  w o rk m an  b u ilt it b y  h is sk ill. B u t T h y  p ro v id en ce , O  

F a th e r, g o v ern e th  it: fo r  T h o u  h ast  m ad e  a  w ay  ev en  in  th e  sea, an d  a  m o st su re  p a th  ev en  am o n g  th e  

w av es, sh o w in g  th a t  T h o u  a rt  ab le  to  sav e  o u t o f  a ll th in g s.... T h erefo re  m en  a lso  tru s t  th e ir  liv es ev en  to  a  

little w o o d , an d  p ass in g  o v er  th e  sea  b y  sh ip  a re  sav ed (1 4 : 1 -5 ).

T h is s im p le d esc rip tio n  o f  th e  co n fid en ce  sh o w n b y  th o se  w h o  sa il  th e  seas o n  a  " little w o o d "  p ro c la im s  

m o re  c lea rly  th an  a ll th e  w ritin g s  o f  P la to  an d  A risto tle th e  ex is ten ce  o f  a  p ro v id en ce  ex ten d in g  to  th e  

m in u tes t  th ing s. W e  fin d  th e  sam e  ex p lic it d ec lara tio n s in  ce rta in  b eau tifu l p ray ers  o f  th e  O ld  T estam en t: 

fo r  in s tan ce, in  Ju d ith 's  p ray er  b efo re  sh e  se t o u t  fo r  th e  cam p  o f  H o lo fe rn es  :

A ssis t, I  b eseech  T h ee , O  L o rd  G o d , m e  a  w id o w . F o r  T h o u  h ast  d o n e  th e  th in g s  o f  o ld , an d  h ast d ev ised  

o n e  th in g  a fte r  an o th e r: an d  w h at  T h o u  h ast  d esig n ed  h a th  b een  d o n e . F o r  a ll T h y  w ay s  a re  p rep ared , an d  in  

T h y  p ro v iden c  e  T h o u  h ast  p lac  ed  T h y  ju d g m en ts . L o o k  u p o n  th e  c  am p  o f  th e  A s  S y rian s n o w , as  T h o u  w  ast 

p leased  to  lo o k  u p o n th e  cam p  o f  th e  E g y p tian s ... an d  th e  w aters  o v erw h e lm ed  th em . S o  m ay  it  b e  w ith  

th ese  a lso , O  L o rd , w h o  tru st  in  th e ir  m u ltitu d e , an d  in  th e ir ch ario ts , an d  in  th e ir p ik es, an d  in  th e ir sh ie ld s , 

an d  in  th e ir a rro w  s , an d  g lo ry  in  th e ir sp ea rs  : an d  k n o w  n o t  th a t T h o u  a rt  o u r  G o d , w  h o  d estro y  est  w ars  

fro m  th e  b eg in n in g . A n d  th e  L o rd  is T h y  n am e.... T h e  p ray er  o f  th e  h u m b le  an d  th e  m eek  h av e  a lw ay s  

p leased  T h ee. O  G o d  o f  th e  h eav en s , C rea to r  o f  th e  w ate rs , an d  L o rd  o f  th e  w h o le  c rea tio n , h ear m e  a  p o o r  

w re tch , m ak in g  su p p lica tio n  to  T h ee , an d  p resu m in g  o f  T h y  m ercy  (Ju d ith  9 :3 -1 7 ).

H ere , b esid es  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  an  a ll-em b rac in g  p ro v id en ce  an d  th e  rec titu d e  o f  its w ay s, th e re  is a lso  

b ro u g h t o u t  th e  freed o m  o f  th e  d iv in e e lec tio n  reg a rd in g  th e  n a tio n  fro m  w h ich  th e  S av io r  w as  to  b e  b o rn .

B u t  w h a t  is  th e  m a n n e r  o f  th is  d iv in e  o r d in a n c e ?

2 ) T h e  in fa llib ility o f  p ro v id en ce  to u ch in g  ev ery th in g  th a t h ap p en s , in c lu d in g  ev en  o u r  p resen t an d  fu tu re  

free  ac tio n s, is s tre ssed  in  th e  O ld  T estam en t  n o  le ss c learly  th an  its u n iv e rsa l  ex ten t. In  th is co n n ec tio n  w e  

m u st  c ite  esp ec ia lly  th e  p ray er  o f  M ard o ch a i (E sth e r 1 3 : 9 -1 7 ), in  w h ich  h e  im p lo res G o d 's h e lp  ag a in st 

A m an  an d  th e  en em ies o f  th e  ch o sen  p eo p le :

O  L o rd , L o rd  a lm ig h ty  K in g , fo r  a ll th in g s a re  in  T h y  p o w er, an d  th e re  is n o n e  th a t can  re s ist T h y  w ill, if  

T h o u  d e te rm in e  to  sav e  Israe l. T h o u  h ast  m ad e  h eav en  an d  ea rth , an d  a ll th in g s  th a t a re  u n d er  th e  co p e  o f  

h eav en . T h o u  a rt  th e  L o rd  o f  a ll, an d  th e re  is n o n e  th a t can  re s ist T h y  m ajesty . T h o u  k n o w est a ll tilin g s , an d  

T h o u  k n o w est  th a t it w as  n o t  o u t  o f  p rid e  an d  co n tem p t  o r  an y  d esire  o f  g lo ry  th a t I re fu sed  to  w o rsh ip  th e  

p ro u d  A m an .... B u t I fea red  le s t I sh o u ld  tran sfe r  th e  h o n o r  o f  m y  G o d  to  a  m an .... A n d  n o w , O  L o rd . O  

K in g . O  G o d  o f  A b rah am , h av e  m ercy  o n  T h y  p eo p le , b ecau se  o u r  en em ies re so lv e  to  d estro y  u s.... H ear  

m y  su pp lica tio n . ... A n d  tu rn  o u r  m o u rn in g  in to  jo y , th a t w e  m ay  liv e an d  p ra ise  T h y  n am e.

N o t le ss to u ch in g  is Q u een  E sth e r 's  p ray er  in  th o se  sam e  c ircu m stan ces (1 4 :1 2 -1 9 ).  b rin g in g  o u t  ev en  m o re  

c learly  th e  in fa llib ility o f  p ro v id en ce  reg a rd in g  ev en  th e  free  ac ts  o f  m en ; fo r  sh e  ask s  th a t th e  h eart o f  K in g  

A ssu eru s  b e  ch an g ed , an d  h er  p ray er  is an sw ered : "R em em b er. O  L o rd , an d  sh o w  T h y se lf  to  u s  in  th e  tim e  



o f  o u r  tr ib u la tio n , an d  g iv e m e  b o ld n ess . O  L o rd , K in g  o f  g o d s, an d  o f  a ll p o w er. G iv e  m e  a  w ell o rd ered  

sp eech  in  m y  m o u th  in  th e  p resen ce  o f  th e  lio n : an d  tu rn  h is h eart  to  th e  h a tred  o f  o u r  en em y ; th a t b o th  h e  

h im se lf  m ay  p erish , an d  th e  re s t th a t co n sen t  to  h im . B u t d e live r u s  b y  T h y  h an d : an d  h e lp  m e  w h o  h a th  n o  

h e lp er, b u t  T h ee , O  L o rd , w h o  h ast th e  k n o w led ge  o f  a ll th in g s . A n d  T h o u  k n o w  est  th a t I  h a te  th e  g lo ry  o f  

th e  w ick ed .... D eliv e r  u s  fro m  th e  h an d  o f  th e  w ick ed . A n d  d e liv e r m e  fro m  m y  fea r.  "  In  fac t, as  w e  read  a  

little la te r o n  (1 5 : 1 1 ), "G o d  ch an g ed  th e  k in g 's sp irit in to  m ild n ess; an d  a ll in  h aste  an d in  fea r [see in g  

E sth e r  fa in t b efo re  h im ] . h e  leap ed  fro m  h is  th ro n e  an d  h e ld  h er  in  h is a rm s  till sh e  cam e  to  h erse lf.  " 

T h ereu p o n , a fte r  sp eed ily  assu rin g  h im se lf  o f  A m an 's  treach ery , h e  sen t h im  to  h is p u n ish m en t, an d  lean t 

a ll th e  w eig h t o f  h is p o w er  to  th e  Jew s  in  d efen d ing  th em se lv es ag a in st th e ir en em ies . [3 4 ]

F ro m  th is  it is p la in  th a t d iv in e p ro v id en ce  ex ten d s  in fa llib ly n o t  o n ly  to  th e  leas t ex te rn a l h ap p en in g  b u t  

a lso  to  th e  m o st in tim ate  sec re ts  o f  th e  h eart an d  ev ery  free  ac tio n ; fo r, in  an sw er  to  th e  p ray er  o f  th e  ju s t, it 

b rin g s  ab o u t a  ch an g e  in  th e  in te rio r d isp o sitio n s o f  th e  w ill o f  k in g s . S o cra tes  an d  P lato  n ev er  ro se  to  su ch  

lo fty  co n cep tio n s , to  su ch  firm  co n v ic tio n s  o n  th is m atte r  o f  th e  d iv in e g o v ern an ce .

M an y  o th e r  tex ts  in  th e  B ib le to  th e  sam e  e ffec t  a re  rep ea ted ly  in s is ted  u p o n  b y  b o th  S t. A u g u stin e  an d  S t. 

T h o m as.

In  P ro v erb s , fo r  in s tan ce , w e  read  (2 1 :1 ) : "A s th e  d iv is ion  o f  th e  w ate rs , so  th e  h eart o f  th e  k in g  is in  th e  

h an d  o f  th e  L o rd : w h ith e rso ev er  H e  w ill H e sh a ll tu rn  it. E v ery  w ay  o f  m an  seem eth  rig h t  to  h im self: b u t  

th e  L o rd  w eig h e th  th e  h earts.  "  A g ain , in  E cc lesias ticu s (3 3 :1 3 )  w e  read : "A s th e  p o tte r 's  c lay  is  in  h is h an d , 

to  fa sh io n  an d  o rd er  it: a ll h is w ay s  a re  acco rd in g  to  h is  o rd erin g . S o  m an  is in  th e  h an d  o f  H im  w h o  m ad e  

H im : an d  H e  w ill ren d er  to  h im  acco rd in g  to  H is  ju d g m en t." A g ain , Isa ias in  h is p ro p h ec ies  ag a in st th e  

h ea th en  (1 4 :2 4 ) say s: "T h e  L o rd  o f  h o sts  h a th  sw o rn , sav in g : S u re ly  as  I  h av e  th o u g h t, so  sh a ll it b e . A n d  

as  I  h av e  p u rp osed , so  sh a ll  it fa ll o u t: th a t I  w ill d estro y  th e  A ssy rian  in  M y  lan d ... an d  h is y o k e  sh a ll b e  

tak en  aw ay  fro m  th em .  " "T h is  is th e  h an d , " th e  p ro p h e t  ad d s , " th a t is s tre tch ed  o u t  u p o n  a ll n a tio n s . F o r  the  

L o rd  o f  h o sts  h a th  d ecreed , an d  w h o  can  d isan n u l  it?  A n d  H is h an d  is s tre tch ed  o u t, an d  w h o  sh a ll  tu rn  it 

aw ay ?"  A lw ay s th e re  is  th e  sam e  in sis ten ce  o n  th e  lib e rty  o f  th e  d iv in e e lec tio n , o n  a  u n iv e rsal an d  

in fa llib le p ro v id en ce  reach in g  d o w n  to  th e  m inu test  d e ta il an d  to  th e  free  ac tio n s o f  m en .

3 )  F o r  w h at en d  h as  th is  u n iv e rsa l an d  in fa llib le p ro v id en ce  d irected  a ll th in g s?  T h o ug h  th e  p sa lm s  d o  n o t 

b rin g  th a t  fu ll lig h t to  b ear  w h ich  co m es  w ith  th e  G o sp e l, th ey  freq u en tly  an sw er  th is q u estio n  w h en  th ey  

d ec la re  th a t G o d  d irec ts a ll th in g s  to  g o o d , fo r  th e  m an ifesta tio n  o f  H is g o o d n ess , H is m ercy , an d  H is  

ju s tice , an d  th a t H e is in  n o  w ay  th e  cau se  o f  s in , b u t  p erm its it in  v iew  o f  a  g rea te r  g o o d  P ro v id en ce  is  th u s  

p resen ted  as  a  d iv in e v irtu e  in sep arab ly  u n ited  w ith  m ercy  an d  ju s tice ,  ju s t as  tru e  p ru d en ce  in  th e  m an  o f  

v irtu e  can  n ev er  b e  a t v arian ce  w ith  th e  m o ra l  v irtu es  o f  ju s tice , fo rtitu d e , an d  m o d era tio n  w h ich  a re  

in tim a te ly co n n ec ted  w ith it. O n ly  in  G o d , h o w ev er, can th is  co n n ec tio n  o f  th e  v irtues  reach  its su p rem e  

p erfec tio n .

A g ain  an d  ag a in  w e  fin d  in  th e  p sa lm s  su ch  ex p ressio n s  as  th ese : "A ll th e  w ay s  o f  th e  L o rd  a re  m ercy  an d  

tru th "  (2 4 :10 ) ; "A ll H is w o rk s  a re  d o n e  w ith  fa ith fu ln ess . H e  lo v e th  m ercy  an d  ju d g m en t [H eb ., ju s tice  an d  

rig h t] ; th e  ea rth  is fu ll o f  th e  m ercy  o f  th e  L o rd "  (3 2 : 4 -5 ) ; "S h o w , O  L o rd , T h y  w ay s  to  m e, an d  teach  m e  

T h y  p a th s. D irec t m e  in  T h y  tru th , an d  teach  m e; fo r  T h o u  a rt G o d  m y  S av io r, an d  o n  T h ee  I  h av e  w aited  

a ll th e  d ay  lo n g . R em em b er, O  L o rd , T h y  b o w els  o f  co m p assio n ; an d  T h y  m erc ies  th a t  a re  fro m  th e  

b eg in n in g  o f  th e  w o rld . T h e  s in s o f  m y  y o u th  an d  m y  ig n o ran ces  d o  n o t  rem em b er. A cco rd in g  to  T h y  

m ercy  rem em b er  m e: fo r  T h y  g o o d n ess ' sake , O  L o rd "  (2 4 :4 -7 )."  T h e  L o rd  ru le th  m e: an d  I sh a ll w an t 

n o th in g . H e h a th  se t m e  in  a  p lace  o f  p astu re . H e  h a th  b ro u g h t m e  u p  o n  th e  w ate r  o f  re fresh m en t: H e  h a th  

co n v erted  m y  so u l. H e  h a th  led  m e  o n  th e  p a th s  o f  ju s tice , fo r  H is n am e 's sak e . F o r  th o u g h  I  sh o u ld  w alk  in  

th e  m id st o f  th e  sh ad o w  o f  d ea th , I  w ill fea r  n o  ev ils , fo r  T h o u  a rt  w ith  m e. T h y  ro d  an d  T h y  s ta ff:  th ey  

h av e  co m fo rted  m e"  (2 2 :1 -5 )."  In  T h ee , O L ord , h av e  I  h o p ed , le t m e  n ev er  b e  co n fo u n d ed .... M y  lo ts a re  

in  T h y  h an d s. D eliv e r m e  o u t o f  th e  h an d s  o f  m y  en em ies , an d  fro m  th em  th a t  p ersecu te  m e. M ak e  T h y  face  

to  sh in e  o n  T h y  se rv an t: sav e  m e  in  T h y  m ercy . ... O  h o w  g rea t  is  th e  m u ltitu d e  o f  T h y  sw eetn ess , O  L o rd , 

w h ich  T h o u  h as  h id d en  fro m  th em  th a t  fea r  T h ee! W h ich  T h o u  h as  w ro u g h t  fo r  th em  th a t h o p e  in  T h ee , in  

th e  s ig h t o f  th e  so n s  o f  m en . T h o u  sh a lt h id e  th em  in  th e  sec re t o f  T h y  face  fro m  th e  d is tu rb an ce  o f  m en . 

T h o u  sh a lt p ro tec t  th em  in  T h y  tab e rn ac le  fro m  th e  co n trad ic tio n  o f  to n g u es"  (3 0 :1 , 1 6 , 1 7 , 2 0 ).



H ere  w e  h av e  th e  tw o fo ld  fo u n d a tio n  o f  o u r  h o p e  an d  tru s t in  G o d : H is p ro v id en ce , w ith  its  in d iv id u a l ca re  

fo r  each  o n e  o f  th e  ju s t, an d  H is o m n ip o ten ce . A ll th ese  p assag es  in  th e  p sa lm s  m ay  b e  su m m ed  u p  in  S t. 

T eresa 's  w o rd s  a lready  q u o ted : "L o rd , T h o u  k n o w est a ll tilin g s , can st  d o  a ll tilin g s , an d  T h o u  lo v est m e.  "

S in ce  p ro v id en ce  is o f  su ch  ab so lu te  u n iv e rsality . ex ten d in g  to  th e  m in u tes t d e ta ils , an d  s in ce  a t th e  sam e  

tim e  it is in fa llib le an d  d irec ts a ll th in g s to  g o o d , su re ty  it o u g h t  to  b e  q u ite  ev iden t to  th o se  w h o  a re  w illin g  

to  see  it. H o w , th en , in  its w ay s  is it so  o ften  im p en e trab le ev en  to  th e  ju s t?  T h e  O ld  T estam en t  m o re  th an  

o n ce  to u ch es  o n  tliis  g rea t p ro b lem .

P r o v id e n c e  is  fo r u s  a n  e v id e n t  fa c t ,  y e t  in  c e r ta in  o f  i t s  w a y s  i t  r e m a in s  a b s o lu te ly  u n fa th o m a b le

A cco rd in g  to  th e  B ib le , th e  ev id en ce  th a t p ro v id en ce  in  g en era l ex is ts , is o b ta in ed  e ith er  fro m  th e  o rd er  

ap p aren t in  th e  w o rld  o r  fro m  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  ch o sen  p eo p le  o r  ag a in  fro m  th e  m ain  fea tu res o f  th e  liv es  

o f  th e  ju s t an d  o f  th e  w ick ed .

T h e  o rd er  ap p aren t in  th e  w o rld , d ec la re  the  p sa lm s, p ro c la im s  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  an  in te llig en t d esig n er: "T h e  

h eav en s sh ow  fo rth  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d : an d  th e  firm am en t  d ec la re th  th e  w o rk  o f  H is h an d s"  (1 8 :2 ); "S in g  y e  

to  th e  L o rd  w ith  p ra ise : s in g  to  o u r  G o d  u p o n  th e  h arp ; w h o  co v ere th  th e  h eav en s  w ith  c lo u d s, an d  

p rep are th  ra in  fo r  th e  ea rth ; w h o  m ak e th  g rass  to  g ro w  o n  th e  m o u n ta in s, an d  h erb s  fo r  th e  se rv ice  o f  m en . 

w h o  g iv eth  to  b easts  th e ir  fo o d , an d  to  th e  y o u n g  rav en s  th a t ca ll u p o n  H im " (1 4 6 :7 ; c f. Jo b  3 8 :4 1 ) ; "A ll 

m en  a re  v a in , in  w h o m  th e re  is n o t  th e  k n o w led ge  o f  G o d : an d  w h o  b y  th ese  g o o d  tilin g s  th a t a re  seen  

co u ld  n o t u n d ers tan d  H im  th a t  H e is . N eith e r  b y  a tten d in g  to  th e  w o rk s  h av e  ack n o w led g ed  w h o  w as  th e  

w o rk m an . ... T h ey  a re  n o t  to  b e  p ard o n ed . F o r  if  th ey  w ere  ab le  to  k n o w  so  m u ch  as  to  m ak e  a  ju d g m en t o f  

th e  w o rld , h o w  d id  n o t th ey  m o re  easily  fin d  o u t  th e  L o rd  th e reo f?"  (W is . 1 3 : I . 4 , 8 .)

P ro v id en ce  is n o  le ss c learly seen  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  ch o sen  p eo p le , as  th e  p sa lm s  ag a in  rem in d  u s, 

esp ec ia lly  P S . 1 1 3 , In  ex itu  Israe l d e  A eg y p to :

W h en  Israe l  w en t  o u t  o f  E g y p t. .. th e  sea  saw  an d  fled : Jo rd an  w as  tu rn ed  b ack .... W h at a iled  th ee , O  th o u  

sea, th a t  th o u  d id st flee?  an d  th o u , O  Jo rd an , th a t th o u  w ast  tu rn ed  b ack ?  Y e  m o u n ta in s  th a t sk ip ped  lik e  

ram s an d  y e  h ills lik e lam b s o f  th e  flo ck ?  A t th e  p resen ce  o f  th e  G o d  o f  Jaco b :  w h o  tu rn ed  th e  ro ck  in to  

p o o ls o f  w ate r, an d  th e  s to n y  h ill in to  fo u n ta in s o f  w ate rs . N o t to  u s. O  L o rd , n o t to  u s:  b u t to  T h y  n am e  

g iv e  g lo ry . F o r  T h y  m ercy  an d  fo r  T h y  tru th 's sak e. ... T h e  L o rd  h a th  b een  m in dfu l o f  u s  an d  h a th  b lessed  

u s. H e  h a th  b lessed  th e  h o u se  o f  Israe l.... H e  h a th  b lessed  a ll th a t fea r  th e  L o rd , b o th  little an d  g rea t.... B u t 

w e  th a t liv e b less th e  L o rd : fro m  tliis tim e  n o w  an d  fo rev er.

L astly , p ro v id en ce  is c learty  sh o w n  in  th e  g en era l life o f  th e  ju s t, in  th e  o ften  p ercep tib le  h ap p in ess  w ith  

w h ich  it rew ard s  th em . A s w e  read  in  p sa lm  1 1 1  :

B lessed  is  th e  m an  th a t fea re th th e  L o rd : h e  sh a ll d e lig h t ex ceed in g ly  in  H is co m m an d m en ts . H is seed  sh a ll 

b e  m ig h ty  o n  th e  ea rth : th e  g en era tio n  o f  th e  rig h teo u s sh a ll b e  b lessed . G lo ry  an d  w ealth  sh a ll b e  in  h is  

h o u se : an d  h is  ju s tice  rem ain e th  fo rev er  an d  ev er. T o  th e  rig h teo u s a  lig h t h a th  risen  u p  in  d ark n ess:  H e is  

m erc ifu l  co m p assio n ate  an d  ju s t.... H is h eart is read y  to  h o p e  in  th e  L o rd , h is h eart is s tren g th en ed : h e  sh a ll 

n o t  b e  m o v ed  u n til h e  lo o k  o v er  h is en em ies . H e h a th  g iv en  to  th e  p o o r: H is ju s tice  rem ain e th  fo rev er  an d  

ev er.

T h e  p ro v id en ce  o f  G o d  is esp ec ia lty  to  b e  seen  in  th e  case  o f  th o se  in  tr ib u la tio n , "ra isin g  u p  th e  n eed y  

fro m  th e  ea rth  an d  lif tin g  u p  th e  p o o r  o u t  o f  th e  d u n g h ill. T h a t H e  m ay  p lace  h im  w ith  th e  p rin ces  o f  H is  

p eo p le" (P s. 1 1 2 :7 ).

O n  th e  o th e r  h an d th e  m alice o f  th e  w ick ed  rece iv es its  ch astisem en t ev en  in  tliis w o rld , o ften  in  a  m o st 

s trik in g  w ay . an o th e r  s ig n  o f  th e  d iv in e g o v ern an ce: "B e n o t  d e ligh ted in  th e  p a th s  o f  th e  w ick ed .... F lee  

fro m  it, p ass n o t  b y  it.... T h ey  ea t  th e  b read  o f  w ick ed n ess.... B u t  th e  p a th  o f  th e  ju s t, as  a  sh in in g lig h t, 

g o e th  fo rw ard  an d  in c reased !  ev en  to  a  p erfec t d ay . T h e  w ay  o f  th e  w ick ed  is d ark so m e: th ey  k n o w  n o t



w h ere  th ey  fa ll" (P ro v .. ch ap . 4 ). [3 5 ] G o d  w ith d raw s  H is  b lessin g  fro m  th e  w ick ed  an d  d e liv e rs th em  u p  to  

th e ir o w n  b lin d n ess ;  b u t  to  H is se rv an ts  H e  len d s H is a id , so m etim es  in  m arv e lo u s  w ay s, as  w h en  H e  sa id  

to  E lias (III  K in g s 1 7 : 3 ) : "G et th ee  h en ce  an d  g o  to w ard s  th e  east an d  h id e  th y se lf  b y  th e  to rren t C arith ....

I  h av e  co m m an d ed  th e  rav en s  to  feed  th ee  th e re .  "  In  o b ed ien ce  to  th e  w o rd  o f  th e  L o rd  h e  d ep arted  an d  

to o k  u p  h is  ab o d e  b y  th e  to rren t o f  C arith ; an d  th e  rav en s  b ro u g h t h im  b read  an d  m eat in  th e  m o rn in g  an d  

ev en tid e , an d  h e  d ran k  w ate r  fro m  th e  to rren t.

A lth o u g h  p ro v id en ce  is th u s  ev id en t in  th e  life  o f  th e  ju s t tak en  as  a  w h o le , n ev erth e less in  so m e  o f  its  w ay s  

it rem ain s in scru tab le . E sp ec ia lly is th is so  in  its m o re  ad v an ced  s tag es , w h ere  th e  o b scu rity  is d u e  so le ly  to  

an  o v erp o w erin g  rad ian ce  d azz lin g  o u r  feeb le s ig h t. A n  o u ts tan d in g  ex am p le is th a t p assag e  fro m  Isa ias  

w h ich  p red ic ts  th e  su ffe rin g s  o f  th e  S erv an t o f  Y ah w eh , o r  th e  S av io r.

A g ain  in  p sa lm  3 3 : 2 0 . w e  read : "M an y  a re  th e  tr ib u la tio n s o f  th e  ju s t; b u t  o u t o f  th em  a ll w ill th e  L o rd  

d e live r th em ."  Ju d ith  say s:

O u r  fa th e rs w ere  tem p ted  th a t  th ey  m ig h t b e  p ro v ed , w h eth er  th ey  w o rsh ip ed  th e ir  G o d  tru ly .... A b rah am  

w as  tem p ted  an d . b e in g  p ro v ed  b y  m an y  tr ibu la tion s, w as  m ad e  th e  frien d  o f  G o d . S o  Isaac , so  Jaco b , so  

M o ses, an d  a ll th a t h av e  p leased  G o d , h av e  p assed  th ro u g h  m an y  tr ib u la tio n s , rem ain ing  fa ith fu l.... L et u s 

n o t rev en g e  o u rse lv es fo r  th ese  th in g s  w h ich  w e  su ffe r. B u t esteem in g  th ese  v ery  p u n ish m en ts to  b e  le ss  

th an  o u r  s in s d eserv e , le t u s  b e liev e th a t th ese  sco u rg es  o f  th e  L o rd , w ith  w h ich  lik e  se rv an ts  w e  a re  

ch astised , h av e  h ap p en ed  fo r  o u r  am en d m en t, an d  n o t fo r  o u r  d estru c tio n  (Ju d ith  8 :2 1 -2 7).

T h e  p ro p h e ts  o ften  sp o k e  o f  th e  m y ste rio u s  ch arac te r  o f  ce rta in  w ay s  o f  p ro v id en ce , esp ec ia lly  w h en , lik e  

Je rem ias. th ey  rea lized  th e  co m para tiv e  fu tility  o f  th e ir e ffo rts. Isa ias  (5 5 :6 )  w rites:

S eek  y e  th e  L o rd  w h ile  H e m ay  b e  fo u n d : ca ll u p o n  H im  w h ile  H e is n ear. L et th e  w ick ed  fo rsak e  b is  w ay  

an d  th e  u n ju st m an  Iris th o u g h ts , an d  le t h im  re tu rn  to  th e  L o rd ; an d  H e w ill h av e  m ercy  o n  h im : an d  to  o u r  

G o d ; fo r  H e is b o u n tifu l to  fo rg iv e . F o r  m y  th o u g h ts  a re  n o t  y o u r  th o u gh ts:  n o r  y o u r  w ay s  m y  w ay s, sa ith  

th e  L o rd . F o r  as  th e  h eav en s  a re  ex a lted  ab o v e  th e  ea rth , so  a re  m y  w ay s  ex a lted  ab o v e  y o u r  w ay s, an d  m y  

th o u g h ts  ab o v e  y o u r  th o u g h ts .

W e  fin d  th e  sam e  ex p ressed  in  p sa lm  3 5 :7 : "T hy  ju s tice , O  L o rd , is as  th e  m o u n ta in s  o f  G o d : T h y  

ju d g m en ts a re  a  g rea t d eep .  "

N ev erth e less, in  th is  h ig h er d ark n ess, so  d iffe ren t  fro m  th e  lo w er  d ark n ess  o f  s ilt  an d  d ea th , th e  ju s t m an  

d isco v ers w h ich  w ay  Iris tru e  p a th  lie s : h e  lea rn s to  d is tin g u ish m o re  an d  m o re  c lea rly  th ese  tw o  k in d s  o f  

d ark n ess, w h ich  a re  a t o p p o site  ex trem es. [3 6 ] L et  u s  say  w ith  th e  ju s t T o b ias  (1 3 : 1 ) a fter  th e  tr ia ls h e  h ad  

en d u red :

T h o u  a rt g rea t, O  L o rd , fo rev er, an d  T h y  k in g d o m  is u n to  a ll ag es. F o r  T h o u  sco u rg est an d  T h o u  sav est: 

T h o u  lead est d o w n  to  h e ll, an d  b rin gest  u p  ag a in : an d  th e re  is n o n e  th a t can  escap e  T h y  h an d . G iv e  g lo ry  to  

th e  L o rd , y e  ch ild ren  o f  Israe l: an d  p ra ise  H im  in  th e  s ig h t o f  th e  G en tile s . B ecau se  H e h as  th e re fo re  

scatte red  y o u  am o n g  th e  G en tile s , w h o  k n o w  n o t  H im , th a t  y o u  m ay  d ec la re  H is w o n d erfu l  w o rk s: an d  

m ak e  th em  k n o w  th a t  th e re  is n o  o th e r  a lm ig h ty G o d  b esid es  H im . H e h a th  ch astised  u s  fo r  o u r  in iq u itie s: 

an d  H e  w ill sav e  u s  fo r  H is o w n  m ercy . [3 7 ] B e  co n v erted , th e re fo re ,  y e  s in n ers  : an d  d o  ju s tice  b efo re  G o d , 

b e liev in g  th a t  H e w ill sh o w  H is m ercy  to  y o u .

T h ese , th en , a re  th e  p rin c ip a l s ta tem en ts  in  th e  O ld  T estam en t  co n cern in g  p ro v id en ce . It  is  u n iv ersa l, 

ex ten d in g  to  th e  m in u tes t d e ta il, to  th e  sec re ts  o f  th e  h eart. It is in fa llib le , reg a rd in g  ev ery th in g  th a t 

h ap p en s , ev en  o u r  free  ac tio n s . It  d irec ts a ll th in g s to  g o o d , an d  a t th e  p ray er  o f  th e  ju s t  w ill ch an g e  th e  

h eart o f  th e  s in n er. F o r  th o se  w h o  w ill b u t  see, it is an  ev id en t fac t, y e t  in  ce rta in  o f  its w ay s  it rem ain s  

in scru tab le . T h is  teach in g  sh o w s  u s  w h at  co n fid en ce  w e  sh o u ld  h av e  in  G o d  an d  w ith  w h at  w h o leh earted  

ab an d o n m en t w e  sh o u ld  su rren d er  o u rse lv es  to  H im  in  tim es o f  tr ia l b y  p erfect  co n fo rm ity  to  H is d iv in e  



w ill; th en  w ill H e d irec t a ll th in g s to  o u r  sanc tifica tio n  an d  sa lv a tio n . A n d  so  th e  G o sp e l  p ro c la im s  : "S eek  

y e  firs t  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  an d  H is  ju s tice : an d  a ll th ese  th in g s sh a ll b e  ad d ed  u n to  y o u "  (L u k e 1 2 :3 1 ).

1 6 .  I h e  H id d e n  W a y s  O f  P r o v id e n c e  A n d  I h e  B o o k  O f  J o b

W e  can n o t sp eak  o f  th e  O ld  T estam en t  w itn ess  to  p ro v id en ce  w ith o u t  p au sin g  to  co n side r  th e  B o o k  o f  Jo b . 

It  w ill b e  w ell to  p ass  in  rev iew  th e  g en eral  id eas it co n ta in s, w ith  p articu la r  s tre ss  o n  th e  m ean in g  an d  

s ig n ificance  o f  th e  co n c lu sio n  to  w h ich  th ey  lead .

T h e  b o o k  trea ts o f  th e  m y ste ry  o f  su ffe rin g  o r  th e  d istrib u tio n  o f  h ap p in ess  an d  m isfo rtu n e  in  th is  p resen t 

life . W h y  is it th a t h ere  o n  ea rth  ev en  th e  ju s t m u st  a t  tim es en d u re  so  m an y  ev ils? W h at is th e  p u rp o se  o f  

th is in  th e  p lan  o f  d iv in e p ro v id en ce?  W e  sh a ll see  th a t  th e  g en eral  an sw er  to  th is q u estio n  is m ad e  m o re  

p rec ise  in  n u m ero u s  o th e r  p assag es  o f  th e  B ib le w h ich  p o in t o u t  th a t  th ese  tr ia ls o f  G o d 's  se rv an ts  a re  

o rd a in ed  fo r  a  g rea te r  g o o d .

T h ere  is n o w  p rac tica lly  u n an im o u s  ag reem en t w ith  th e  C h u rch  F a th e rs  th a t Jo b  w  as  a  rea l  p erso n . T h e  

co n v ersa tio n  b e tw een  Jo b  an d  h is  frien d s  m u st h av e  b een  su b stan tia lly  th a t  a ttrib u ted  to  th em  b y  th e  

in sp ired  w rite r, w h o  th en  g av e  to  th e  b o o k  th e  fo rm  o f  a  d id ac tic  p o em , its  m ain  p u rp o se  b e in g  to  in stru c t. 

F ro m  th e  lite ra ry p o in t o f  v iew  it is u n u su a lly rich  in  s ty le . Its  p u rp o se  is to  g iv e  th e  reaso n  fo r  th e  ills o f  

th is p resen t life . L et u s  see  firs t o f  a ll h o w  th e  p ro b lem  is p resen ted , an d  th en  w h at so lu tio n  is g iv en  to  it. 

[3 8 ]

A  rev iew  o f  th e  m o re  im p o rtan t o f  th ese  tex ts  w ill b e  o f  p articu la r p ro fit to  th o se  so u ls  w h o  fin d  th em se lv es  

u n ab le  to  lo o k  u p o n  th e  q u estio n  o f  p u re  lo ve as  ju s t a  th eo re tica l p ro b lem , b u t w h o  v iew  it as  a  q u estio n  in  

w h ich  th ey  a re  d eep ly an d  p assio n a te ly  in te res ted . G o d 's lo v e  is co n cern ed  m o re  w ith  th e ir  g rie fs th an  w ith  

th e ir w o rd s  o r  th e ir  w ritin g s; it is b ecau se , as  w ith  Jo b . th e ir  w o rd s  a re  th e  fru it o f  th e ir  g rie fs th a t th ey  a re  

th e  so u rce  a t  tim es  o f  so  m u ch  g o o d .

L et u s  o b ta in  lig h t o n  th is p o in t b y  co n su ltin g  S t. T h o m as' co m m en ta ry  o n  th e  B o o k  o f  Jo b , w h ich  

an tic ipa tes so m e  o f  th e  m o st  su b lim e  p ag es  o f  S t. Jo h n  o f  th e  C ro ss in  T h e  D ark  N ig h t o f  th e  S o u l, 

co n cern in g  th e  p ass iv e  p u rifica tio n s th a t d isting u ish  th e  n ig h t o f  th e  sp irit. [3 9 ]

I s  i t  a lw a y s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  s in  th a t  m is fo r tu n e  b e fa l ls  u s  in  th is  l i f e ?

Is  ev en  th e  in n o cen t m an  s tru ck  d o w n , an d  if  so . w h y ?  T h is  is  th e  q u estio n  Jo b  ask s  h im se lf, a fflic ted  as  h e  

is b y  th e  lo a thsom e  d isease . T h e  v ery ' b eg in n in g  o f  th e  b o o k  (1 :1 )  say s  o f  h im  th a t h e  w as "s im p le an d  

u p rig h t, an d  fea rin g  G o d , an d  av o id in g  ev il, " th a t h e  h ad  g rea t p o ssessio n s, an d  th a t h e  freq u en tly  

rem in d ed  h is so n s  o f  th e ir  d u tie s  to w ard  G o d , o ffe rin g  h o lo cau sts  fo r  each  o n e  o f  th em .

T h e  M o st  H ig h  G o d  H im se lf d ec la res  o f  h im : "T h ere  is n o n e  lik e h im  in  th e  ea rth , a  s im p le an d  u p rig h t  

m an . an d  fea rin g  G o d , an d  av o id in g  ev il" (1 :8 ) ; to  w h ich  S a tan  rep lie s : "D o th  Jo b  fea r  G o d  in  v a in ? ... H is  

p o ssessio n  h a th  in c reased  o n  th e  ea rth .... B u t s tre tch  fo rth  T h y  h an d  a  little , an d  to u ch  a ll th a t h e  h a th : an d  

see  if  h e  b lesseth  T h ee  n o t  to  T h y  face  (  1 :9 -1 1 ).

"T h en  th e  L o rd  sa id  to  S a tan : B eh o ld , a ll th a t h e  h a th  is in  th y  h an d .... A n d  S a tan  w en t  fo rth  fro m  th e  

p resen ce  o f  th e  L o rd ."  T h ese  w o rd s  reca ll  th o se  o u r  L o rd  ad d ressed  to  S t. P e ter  b efo re  H is  p assio n : "S im o n , 

S im o n , b eh o ld  S a tan  h a th  d esired  to  h av e  y o u , th a t h e  m ay  s ift y o u  as  w h ea t. B u t I h av e  p ray ed  fo r  th ee , 

th a t  th y  fa ith  fa il n o t" (L u k e  2 2 : 3 1 ).

T h e  b est a lw ays  a re  th e  o n es  w h o  m u st  u n d erg o  th is w in n o w in g . T h is  first an d  m o st  im p o rtan t ch ap te r  o f  

th e  w h o le  b o o k  th ro w s  lig h t o n  a ll th a t  fo llo w s, th e  co n c lu sio n  esp ec ia lly . B u t Jo b  is n o t h im se lf  aw are  o f  

w h at  th e  L o rd  h as sa id  to  S a tan  o r  o f  w h at h e  h as  p erm itted  h im  to  d o . S u ch  a re . in d eed , th e  h id d en  w ay s  o f  



p ro v id en ce , w h o se  sec re t is h ere  rev ea led  to  u s  in  th e  o p en in g  ch ap te r  o f  th e  b o o k , w h ile  fo r  th e  o n e  

a fflic ted  th ey  rem ain  a  p ro fo u n d  m y ste ry .

In  p o in t o f  fac t, Jo b  is d ep riv ed  o f  a ll h is  p o ssessio n s, an d  b is so n s  an d  d au g h te rs  m eet  th e ir  d ea th  in  a  

tem p est. Y et th e  p a tria rch  is re s ig ned  to  G o d 's  w ill say in g : "T h e  L o rd  g av e , an d  th e  L o rd  h a th  tak en  

aw ay . ... B lessed  b e  th e  n am e  o f  th e  L o rd "  (1 :2 1 ). T h en  S a tan  o b ta in s leav e fro m  G o d  to  a fflic t  th e  h o ly  

m an  "w ith  a  v ery ' g riev o u s  u lce r, fro m  th e  so le  o f  th e  fo o t ev en  to  th e  to p  o f  th e  h ead " (2 : 7 ). B u t s till, in  

sp ite  o f  th e  in su lts o f  liis w ife , w h o  b id s h im  'b le ss G o d  an d  d ie . " Jo b  co n tin u es  fa ith fu l to  G o d .

A t th is p o in t th ree  o f  h is frien d s  a rriv e  to  co n so le  h im : th e  ag ed  E lip h az , th e  m id d le -ag ed  B ald ad . an d  a  

y o u n g  m an  n am ed  S o p h ar. T h ey  rem ain  fo r  a  lo n g  tim e  w eep in g , u n ab le  to  u tte r  a  w o rd  a t  th e  s ig h t o f  th e  

in ten se  a fflic tio n  o f  th e ir u n fo rtu n a te  frien d .

A fte r th e  co m in g  o f  h is frien d s, fo r  sev en  d ay s  an d  n ig h ts o f  su ffe rin g , Jo b  h im se lf  rem ain s s ilen t. T h en , 

h av in g  reached  th e  lim it o f  en d u ran ce , h e  o p en s  h is lip s an d  say s: "L e t th e  d ay  p erish  w h ere in  I  w as  b o rn . 

W h y  is lig h t g iv en  to  h im  th a t is in  m isery , an d  life to  th em  th a t a re  in  b itte rn ess  o f  so u l? . .. T h a t lo o k  fo r  

d ea th , an d  it co m eth  n o t, as  th ey  th a t  d ig  fo r  a  treasu re . ... I am  n o t  a t  ease , n e ith e r  am  I  q u ie t, n e ithe r h av e  I 

re s t" [4 0 ] (3 :3 ,2 0 ,2 1 ,2 6 ).

T h ereup o n  Jo b 's  frien d s  ad d ress  h im  th u s: "B eh o ld  th o u  h ast tau g h t m an y .... T h y  w o rd sh av e  co n firm ed  

m an y  th a t w ere  s tag g erin g .... B u t n o w  th e  sco u rg e  is co m e  u p o n  th ee , an d  th o u  fa in tes t"  (4 :1 -5 ). E lip h az . 

th e  e ld est, an x io u s  to  p rese rv e  h is rep u ta tio n  fo r  w isd o m , is asto n ish ed  th a t Jo b  sh o u ld  le t h im se lf  b e  so  

d eep ly  d isco u rag ed : th e  in n o cen t, h e  say s, can n o t  p erish : it is o n ly  th e  w ick ed  w h o  a re  co n su m ed  b y  th e  

d iv in e w ra th . T h en  h e  re la te s  h o w  it w as  rev ea led  to  h im  o n e  n ig h t th a t  n o  m an  is  ju s t in  th e  s ig h t o f  G o d . 

Jo b , th e re fo re , m u st  cease  co m p la in in g  so  b itte rly u n less  h e  w ish es  to  sh a re  th e  fa te  o f  th e  w ick ed ; le t h im  

co n fess  h is g u ilt an d  im p lo re G o d 's  m ercy , fo r  G o d  ch astises  as  a  fa th e r, an d  th e  w o u n d s  H e  in flic ts  H e w ill 

a lso  h ea l (ch ap s. 4 , 5 )

Jo b  rep lie s th a t h is  co m p la in ts fa ll fa r  sh o rt o f  th e  su ffe rin g s  h e  en d u res  : d ea th  itse lf  w o u ld  b e  m o re  

w elco m e. H e  h o p ed  to  rece iv e  so m e  co n so la tio n  fro m  h is  frien d s , b u t  h e  w as  d ece iv ed  in  h is ex p ec ta tio n s; 

an d  y e t, a ll th a t h is frien d s  can  rep ro ach  h im  w ith  is , th a t h e  sp o k e  so m ew h at  h astily  (6 :2 4 -3 0 ). T h en , 

tu rn in g  to  G o d , h e  lay s b efo re  H im  h is m isfo rtu n e , im p lo rin g  H im  to  p u t  an  en d  to  it b y  d ea th  (7 :1 -2 1 )."  I  

h av e  h ad  em p ty  m o n th s , an d  h av e  n u m b ered  to  m y self  w eariso m e  n ig h ts .... S o  th a t m y  so u l  ra th e r  ch o o se th  

h an g in g , an d  m y  b o n es  d ea th .... H o w  lo n g  w ilt T h o u  n o t  sp a re  m e? ... I  h av e  s in n ed . W h at sh a ll I d o  to  

T h ee , O  K eep er o f  m en ?  W h y  d o st T h o u  n o t  rem o v e  m y  s in ?"

It  is B ald ad , m id d le -ag ed , o p u len t, se lf-co n fid en t, w h o , in s tead  o f  co n so lin g  h is  frien d , rep lie s  b y  in s is tin g  

th a t G o d  is n o t u n ju st; su ch  m isfo rtu n es  as  th ese  H e  in flic ts o n ly  o n  th o se  w h o  h av e  s in n ed  g riev o u sly . H e  

th en  ex h o rts  Jo b  to  re tu rn  to  G o d  (ch ap . 8 ). Jo b  ack n o w led ges  th a t G o d  is  w ise  an d  ju s t; b u t, h e  ad d s , " if  

an y  m an is in n o cen t, su re ly  it is I ."  A n d  h e  co n tin u es  to  g iv e  free  v en t to  h is co m p la in in g  (ch ap s. 9 , 1 0 ).

S o p h ar, th e  th ird  an d  y o u n g est  o f  h is  frien d s, a  p assio n a te , h o t-head ed  y o u th , tak es  th e  th em e  fro m  th e  

o th e r  tw o : in  h is o p in io n  Jo b 's  w ick ed n ess  fa r  o u tw e ig h s  th e  sev erity  o f  h is  ch astisem en t, an d  h e . to o , 

ex h o rts  h im  to  re tu rn  to  G o d .

In  ch ap te rs 1 2 , 1 3 , an d  1 4 , Jo b  ack n o w led g es  o n ce  ag a in  th e  in fin ite w isd o m  o f  G o d , H is  ju s tice , an d  H is  

p o w er, so u n d in g  th e  p ra ises  o f  th e  d iv in e p erfec tion s  ev en  m o re  lo u d ly  th an  h is frien d s . T h en , in  ch ap te r  

1 3 , h e  co n tinu es: "A lth o u gh  H e  sh o u ld  k ill m e, I  w ill tru s t in  H im . B u t y e t I w ill p ro v e  m y  w ay s  in  H is  

s ig h t: an d  H e sh a ll b e  m y  sav io r.... I sh a ll  b e  fo u n d  ju st. H o w  m an y  a re  m y  in iq u itie s an d  s in s?  M ak e  m e  

k n o w  m y  c rim es an d  o ffen ses."  F in a lly  h e  b eco m es le ss  v eh em en t, ex cu ses  h im se lf, an d  im p lo res  H is ju d g e  

to  h av e  p ity  o n  h im .

B u t h e  d o es n o t su cceed  in  co n v in c in g  h is frien d s . In  th e  h arsh est  te rm s  E lip h az  co n tin u es to  m ain ta in  th a t 

Jo b  d o es  w ro n g  to  co m p lain , see in g  th a t b efo re  G o d  a ll m en  a re  g u ilty (ch ap . 1 5 ).



Jo b  an sw ers  (ch ap . 1 6 ) : "I h av e  o ften  h eard  su ch  tilin g s  as  th ese :  y o u  a re  a ll tro u b leso m e  co m fo rte rs .... I  

a lso  co u ld  sp eak  lik e y o u : an d  w o u ld  G o d  y o u r  so u l  w ere  fo r  m y  so u l. "  O n ce  ag a in  h e  te stifie s to  h is  

in n o cen ce , ca llin g  u p o n  G o d  H im se lf to  ju d g e  b e tw een  h im  an d  h is frien d s . "  B eh o ld m y  w itn ess is in  

h eav en : an d  H e th a t k n o w eth  m y  co n sc ien ce  is o n  h ig h . M y  frien d s  a re  fu ll o f  w o rd s: m y  ey e  p o u re th  o u t 

tears  to  G o d .  "

A s S t. T h o m as  say s  in  h is  co m m en ta ry , Jo b 's  frien d s  h av e  n o  th o u gh t  fo r  th e  fu tu re  life ; th ey  b e liev e th a t 

th e  ju s t m u st  b e  rew ard ed  an d  th e  w ick ed  p u n ish ed  ev en  in  th is  w o rld .

B aldad rep ea ts  w h at h e  h as  a lread y sa id , th at h ere  o n  ea rth  m isfo rtu n e  is a lw ay s  th e  lo t o f  th e  w ick ed . B u t 

th is tim e  h e  ad d s  n e ithe r co n so latio n  n o r  p ro m ise : to  h im  Jo b  is n o w  a  h ard en ed  s in n er, an d  h e  trea ts h im  

acco rd ing ly . W e  see, th e re fo re , th a t o f  a ll th e  tr ia ls Jo b  h ad  to  en d u re , o n e  o f  th e  sev eres t co m es  fro m  h is  

o w n  frien d s . L o sin g  s ig h t  o f  th e  fu tu re  life , th ey  rep ea t in s is ten tly  th a t a ll acco un ts  m u st  b e  se ttled  h ere  o n  

ea rth , an d  th u s  th ey  o p p ress  h im  w ith  th e ir a rg u m en ts.

It  is th en  th at  Jo b , w h o  is a  fig u re  o f  th e  C h ris t to  co m e, is  u p lifted  b y  an  in sp ira tio n  fro m  o n  h ig h  to  th a t 

m y ste ry  o f  th e  a fte r-life  w h ich  w as  h in ted  a t  in  th e  p ro lo g u e . H e an sw ers (ch ap . 1 9 ) :

B eh o ld th ese  ten  tim es  y o u  co n fo u n d  m e, an d  a re  n o t  ash am ed  to  o p p ress m e. F o ri h av e  b een  ig n o ran t, m y  

ig n o ran ce  sh a ll b e  w ith  m e. B u t y o u  se t  y o u rse lv es  u p  ag a in st m e, an d  rep ro v e  m e  w ith  m y  rep ro ach es . A t 

leas t n o w  u n d ers tan d  th a t G o d  h a th  n o t  a fflic ted  m e  w ith  an  eq u a l  ju d g m en t.... H e  h a th  h ed g ed  in  m y  p a th  

ro u n d ab o u t, an d  I  can n o t  p ass : an d  in  m y  w ay  H e  h a th  se t d ark n ess .... H e  h a th  tak en  aw ay  m y  h o p e , as  

fro m  a  tree  th a t is  p lu ck ed  u p . ... H e  h a th  co un ted  m e  as  H is en em y .... H e  h a th  p u t m y  b re th ren  fa r  fro m  m e: 

an d  m y  acq u a in tan ce  lik e s tran g ers  h av e  d ep arted  fro m  m e.... E v en  fo o ls  d esp ised  m e.... H av e  p ity  o n  m e, 

h av e  p ity  o n  m e, a t leas t  y o u  m y  frien d s, b ecau se  th e  h an d  o f  th e  L o rd  h a th  to u ch ed  m e.... W h o  w ill  g ran t 

th a t m y  w o rd s  m ay  b e  w ritten ... g rav en  w ith  an  in s tru m en t in  flin t s to n e?  F o ri k n o w  th a t m y  R ed eem er  

liv e th , an d  in  th e  la s t d ay  I sh a ll rise  o u t o f  th e  ea rth . A n d  I sh a ll b e  c lo th ed  ag a in  w ith  m y  sk in : an d  in  m y  

fle sh  I sh a ll see  G o d . W h o m  I  m y se lf  sh a ll see, an d  m y  ey es  b eh o ld : an d  n o t  an o th e r. T h is  m y  h o p e  is la id  

u p  in  m y  b o so m . W h y  th en  d o  y o u  say  n o w  : L et u s  p ersecu te  h im . K n o w  y e  th a t  th e re  is  ju d g m en t.

In  sp ite  o f  th is su b lim e c ry  o f  h o p e , th e  y o u n g  S o p h ar  re tu rn s  to  h is  o rig in a l th em e , in s istin g  th a t th e  

m isfo rtu n es  o f  th is  p resen t  life  can  b e  ex p la in ed o n ly  as  a  ch astisem en t o f  s in .

Jo b , o n  th e  co n trary , p ro v es  fro m  ex p erien ce  th a t  th is is a  fa lse  p rin c ip le (ch ap . 2 1 ). D o u b tless, in  m an y  

cases  th e  w ick ed  d o  rece iv e  s ig n a l p u n ish m en t, b u t  th e re  a re  cases  a lso  in  w h ich  o u tw ard ly  th ey  a re  

su ccessfu l  u p  to  th e  v ery  m o m en t o f  th e ir d ea th , w h ereas  o ccasio n a lly  th e  ju s t h av e  m u ch  to  su ffer.

E lip h az co m es  b ack  p ers isten tly  to  h is  p o in t; h e  ev en  g o es so  fa r  as  to  g iv e  a  lo n g  list o f  th e  s in s Jo b  m u st  

h av e  co m m itted : "T h ou  h ast  w ith d raw n  b read  fro m  th e  h u n g iy .... T h o u  h ast  sen t  w id o w s  aw ay  em p ty "  

(ch ap . 2 2 ).

In  ch ap te rs  2 8 -3 1  Jo b  m ain ta in s  th a t m isfo rtu n e  in  th is w o rld  is n o t  a lw ay s a  ch astisem en t  fo r  a  s in fu l life . 

H e d o es  n o t  k n o w , h e  co n fesses , w h y  h e  sh o u ld  su ffe r, b u t  th is G o d  k n o w s  in  H is g rea t  w isd o m , w h ich  to  

m an  is u n fa th o m ab le . C h ap te r 3 1  co n c lu d es  th e  firs t  P art o f  th e  b o o k , an d  w ith  it th e  co llo q u ies o f  Jo b , 

"w h o  en d s  b y  red u c in g  h is o p p o n en ts  to  s ilen ce , b u t w ith o u t h im se lf  d isco v erin g  th e  c lu e  to  th e  en ig m a . " 

[4 1 ]

W ith  th e  secon d  p art  th e re  en te rs  a  y o u n g  m an , E lin  b y  n am e, w h o  g iv es  p ro o f  o f  so m e  d eg ree  o f  

in te llig en ce , 'b u t ap p aren tly  is n o t a lto g e th e r  free  fro m  o v er-co n fid en ce ."  [4 2 ] H e  m ain ta in s th a t Jo b  is  

b e in g  p u n ish ed  n o t  fo r  an y  se rio u s  c rim e , b u t  fo r  n o t  h av in g  b een  su ffic ien tly  h u m b le b efo re  G o d ; th e  b itte r  

co m p la in ts  to  w h ich  h e  g av e  w ay  a re  th em se lv es an  in d ica tio n  o f  h is in te rio r  fee lin g s. L et h im  rep en t, 

th e re fo re , an d  G o d  w ill re in sta te  h im  in  h is fo rm er  h ap p in ess  (ch ap s. 3 2 -3 7 ). T o  th is Jo b  h as  n o  an sw er, fo r  

w h at  E lin  h as sa id  is q u ite  p o ssib le  an d  is to  a  g rea t ex ten t tru e . T h u s  ev ery  aspec t  o f  th e  p ro b lem  o f  

su ffe rin g  h as  n o w  b een  p resen ted ;  y e t s till th e re  is so m eth in g  lack in g .



I h e  m e a n in g  a n d  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  L o r d 's  r e p ly

F in ally , in  th e  th ird  p art, th e  L o rd  H im se lf in te rv en es in  re sp o n se  to  Jo b 's  p e titio n  to  p lead  h is cau se  b efo re  

H im  (1 3 :2 2).

It  is co n tra ry  to  G o d 's  d ig n ity  to  en te r  in to  d iscu ssio n  w ith  m en . H e  an sw ers  b y  u n ro llin g  b efo re  th e  ey es  o f  

Jo b  a  m ag n ificen t p an o ram a  o f  th e  w o n d ers  o f  c rea tio n , fro m  th e  s ta rs  in  th e  h eav en s  to  th e  w o n d ro u s  

e ffec ts  o f  an im al in s tin c t (ch ap s  3 8 , 3 9 ).

S h a lt th o u  b e  ab le  to  jo in  th e  sh in in g  s ta rs, th e  P le iad es , o r  can st  th o u  s to p  th e  tu rn in g  ab o u t  o f  A rc tu ru s?  

C an 's t  th o u  b rin g  fo rth  th e  d ay  s ta r  in  its tim e? . .. D o st  th o u  k n o w  th e  o rd er  o f  h eav en ?  A n d  can st  th o u  se t 

d o w n  th e  reaso n  th e reo f  o n  th e  ea rth ? ... W ilt th o u  tak e  th e  p rey  fo r  th e  lio n ess , an d  sa tisfy  th e  ap p e tite  o f  

h er  w h elp s? ... W ilt th o u  g iv e  s tren g th  to  th e  h o rse? . .. W ill th e  eag le m o u n t  u p  a t th y  co m m an d , an d  m ak e  

h er  n est  in  h ig h  p laces?

A ll th ese  w o rk s  rev ea l  a  w isd o m , a  p ro v id en ce , a  p erfec t ad ap ta tio n  o f  m ean s  to  en d s  th a t  b ear  w itn ess to  

th e  ab so lu te  g o o d n ess  o f  th e ir  au th o r, an d  th ey  sh o u ld  teach  m en  to  accep t  h u m b ly  an d  w ith o u t m u rm u rin g  

w h atev er  th e  A lm ig h ty m ay  d irec t o r  p erm it. A s w e  read  th ese  w o rd s  u tte red  b y  "H im  w h o  is , "w e  rea lize  

in tu itiv e ly a lm o st  th a t  H e is th e  au th o r  an d  co n se rv e r  o f  o u r  b e ing , th a t  H e  h as  k n it to g e th e r, as  it w ere , o u r  

essen ce  an d  ex is ten ce , w h ich  H e  co n tin u es  to  co n serv e , an d  th a t  H e  is th e  cau se  o f  a ll th a t is rea l an d  g o o d  

in  c reatio n . It h as  b een  sa id  th a t th is d iv in e an sw er  d o es  n o t  to u ch  th e  p h ilo so ph ica l  asp ec t  o f  th e  q u estio n  

u n d er  d iscu ss io n . A s  a  m atte r  o f  fac t, it sh o w s  th a t G o d  d o es  n o th in g  b u t  fo r  a  g o o d  p u rp ose , an d  th a t if  

a lread y  in  th e  th in g s  o f  sen se  th e re  is  th is  w o n d erfu l  o rd er, m u ch  m o re  su b lim e  m u st  b e  th e  o rd er  in  th e  

sp iritu a l w o rld , ev en  th o u g h  it m u st  a t  tim es b e  o b scu re  to  u s  o n  acco u n t  o f  its  tran scen d en ce . L ate r  o n  w e  

sh a ll see  o ur  L o rd  m ak in g  u se  o f  a  m o re  s trik ing  s im ilitu d e : "B eh o ld th e  b ird s  o f  th e  a ir, fo r  th ey  n e ith e r  

so w , n o r  d o  th ey  reap ... an d  y o u r  h eav en ly  F a th e r  feed eth  th em . A re  n o t  y o u  o f  m u ch  m o re  v a lu e  th an  

th ey ?" (M att. 6 : 2 6 .) A n d  so  th e  d iv in e an sw er  a ro u ses  in  th e  h eart  o f  Jo b  sen tim en ts  o f  h u m ility an d  

re s ig n a tio n .

In  co n c lu sio n , G o d  iro n ica lly in v ite s Jo b  to  tak e  o v er  th e  g o v ern m en t o f  th e  w o rld  an d  m ain ta in  th e re  th e  

re ig n  o f  o rd er  an d  o f  ju s tice (4 L  1 -9 ). W o u ld  h e  b e  ab le to  d o  so , p o w erless  an d  u n arm ed  as  h e  w as, in face  

o f  th e  tw o  m o n ste rs  H e  n am es?  Y et th ese  a re  n o  m o re  th an  a  p lay th in g  in  th e  h an d s  o f  G o d . [4 3 ] In  H is  

d esc rip tio n  (ch ap . 4 0 ) o f  th e  m ig h ty  s tren g th  w ith  w h ich  H e  h as  en d o w ed  B eh em o th  an d  L ev iath an  (th e  

h ip po p o tam u s  an d  th e  c ro co d ile ), th e  L o rd  su g g ests  th e  p ara lle l th a t if , lik e  th ese  m o n ste rs, th e  d ev il h as  

so m etim es  ex trao rd in a ry  p o w er  in  a fflic tin g  m en , n ev erth e less h e  can n o t  ex erc ise  th a t  p o w er  w ith o u t  th e  

p erm iss io n  o f  G o d , w h o  can  m ak e  its v ery  fu ry  su b se rv e  H is o w n  g o o d  p u rp o se . [4 4 ]

A n d  so  in  th e  en d  (ch ap . 4 2 ) Jo b  m ak es  h is h u m b le  co n fess io n : "I k n o w  th a t T h o u  can st  d o  a ll th in g s .... I  

h av e  sp o k en  u n w ise ly , an d  th in g s th a t ab o v e  m easu re  ex ceed  m y  k n o w led g e .  " H e th u s  ack n o w led g es  th a t 

h is co m p lain in g  w as  ex cess iv e  an d  h is  w o rd s  so m etim es  u n co n sid ered . N ev erth e less  th e  L o rd  te lls  E lip h az : 

"M y  w ra th  is  k in d led  ag a in st th ee , an d  ag a in st th y  tw o  frien d s , b ecau se  y o u  h av e  n o t sp o k en  th e  th in g  th a t 

is rig h t  b efo re  M e. as  M y  se rv an t Jo b  h a th .... O ffe r  fo r  y o u rse lv es  a  h o lo caust. A n d  M y  se rv an t Jo b  sh a ll 

p ray  fo r  y o u . H is face  I  w ill accep t, th a t  fo lly  m ay  n o t  b e  im p u ted  to  y o u .  "  A n d  th e  L o rd  b lessed  th e  la tte r 

d ay s  o f  Jo b  w ith ev en  g rea te r  b less in g s  th an  b efo re , an d  h e  d ied  in  p eace  v ery  ad v an ced  in  y ears .

T h e  c lu e  to  th e  w h o le  b o o k  is to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  first ch ap te r, w h ere  w e  a re  to ld  h o w  th e  L o rd  p erm itted  th e  

d ev il to  try  H is se rv an t Jo b . T h e  co n c lusion , th en , is o b v io u s  : If  m en  a re  v is ited  b y  G o d  w ith  tr ib u la tio n , H e  

d o es so  n o t  ex c lu siv e ly  as  a  ch astisem en t fo r  th e ir  s in s, b u t  to  p ro v e  th em  as  g o ld  is  p ro v ed  in  th e  fu rn ace  

an d  m ak e  th em  ad v an ce  in  v irtu e . It is th e  p u rificatio n  o f  lo v e , as  th e  g rea t C h ristian  m y stics  ca ll it. In  th e  

p ro log u e  S a tan  ask ed  (1 :9 ) : "D o th  Jo b  fea r  G o d  in  v a in ? ... H is p o ssessio n s  h av e  in c reased  o n  th e  ea rth .  " 

N o w  w e  see  h o w  ev en  in  th e  g rea tes t ad v ers ity  Jo b  s till rem ain ed  fa ith fu l to  G o d . T h a t  th is is th e  m ean in g  

o f  th e  tr ia ls sen t  u p o n  th e  ju s t is sh o w n  in  m an y  o th e r  p assag es  o f  th e  O ld  T estam en t.

I h e  t r ia ls  o f  th e  ju s t  s e r v e  a  h ig h e r  p u r p o se



T h is  teach in g  receiv es  its co n firm atio n  in  th e  tw o  g rea t tr ia ls reco rd ed  in  G en esis : A b rah am  p rep arin g , a t 

G o d 's  co m m an d , to  sac rifice  h is so n  Isaac  (G en ., ch ap . 2 2 ) an d  Jo sep h  so ld  in  cap tiv ity  b y  h is  b re th ren  

(G en ., ch ap . 3 7 ).

G o d  tr ied  A b rah am  b y  co m m an d in g  h im  to  o ffe r  as a  h o lo cau st b is so n  Isaac , th e  so n  o f  p ro m ise . A s S t. 

P au l te lls th e  H eb rew s (1 1 :1 7 ): "B y fa ith  A b rah am , w h en  h e  w as  tr ied , o ffe red  Isaac  : an d  h e  th a t h ad  

rece iv ed  th e  p ro m ises  o ffe red  u p  h is  o n ly  b eg o tten  so n  (to  w h o m  it  w as  sa id : In  Isaac  sh a ll th y  seed  b e  

ca lled ), acco u n tin g  th a t G o d  is ab le  to  ra ise  u p  ev en  fro m  th e  d ead . W h ereu p on  a lso  H e rece iv ed  h im  fo r  a  

p arab le .  " T h e  an g e l o f  th e  L o rd  s tay ed  th e  h an d  o f  th e  p a triarch , w h o  h eard  a  v o ice  fro m  h eav en  say in g : 

"B ecau se  th o u  h ast d o n e  th is  th ing , an d  h ast  n o t sp a red  th y  o n ly  b eg o tten  so n  fo r  M y  sake : I  w ill b less  th ee , 

an d  I  w ill m u ltip ly  th y  seed  as  th e  s ta rs o f  h eav en . ... A n d  in  th y  seed  sh a ll a ll th e  n a tio n s o f  th e  ea rth  b e  

b lessed : b ecau se  th o u  h as  t  o b ey ed  M y  v o ice" (G en . 2 2 : 1 6 ).

Jo sep h  w as  tr ied  w h en , th ro u g h  en v y  o f  h im , an d  h is d ream s  an d  in sp ira tio n s, h is b re th ren  so ld  h im  in to  

cap tiv ity . C alu m n ia ted  b y  h is m aste r 's  w ife , th e  in n o cen t Jo sep h  w as  cast in to  p riso n , su b seq u en tly  to  b e  

ra ised  to  the  firs t ran k  b y  P h arao h , w h o  reco g n ized  in  h im  th e sp irit o f  th e  L o rd  (G en . 4 1 : 3 8 ). L ate r s till, 

w h en  u n d er  th e  s tre ss o f  fam in e  h is  b re th ren  cam e  seek in g  co rn  in  E g y p t, h e  sa id  to  th em :

I  am  Jo sep h . Is  m y  fa th e r  y e t liv in g ? . ..lam  Jo sep h , y o u r  b ro the r, w h o m  y o u  so ld  in to  E g y p t. B e n o t a fra id , 

an d  le t it n o t seem  to  y o u  a  h ard  case  th a t  y o u  so ld  m e  in to  th ese  co u n trie s : fo r  G o d  sen t m e  b efo re  y o u  in to  

E g y p t fo r  y o u r  p rese rv a tio n .... N o t  b y  y o u r  co u n se l  w as  I sen t h ith e r, b u t  b y  th e  w ill o f  G o d : w h o  h a th  

m ad e  m e... lo rd  o f  h is [P h arao h 's] w h o le  h o u se , an d  g o v ern o r  in  a ll th e  lan d  o f  E g y p t.... A n d  fa lling u p o n  

th e  n eck  o f  h is b ro th e r  B en jam in , h e  em b raced  h im  an d  w ep t"  (G en . 4 5 : 3 -1 4 ).

W h at m o re  e lo q u en t d ec la ra tio n  th an  th is o f  p ro v id en ce , o f  th e  d iv in e  g o v ern an ce , w h ich  tu rn s  to  g o o d  

acco u n t  th e  tr ia ls o f  th e  ju s t, so m etim es  ev en  to  th e  w elfa re  o f  th e ir p ersecu to rs , w h en  th e ir  ey es  a t  la s t a re  

o p en ed ?

T h e  sam e  is rep ea ted ly  b ro u g h t o u t  b y  th e  p sa lm s, n o tab ly  9 0 :1 1 -1 6 . fro m  w h ich  th e  g rad u a l  an d  trac t  fo r  

th e  first S u n d ay  in  L en t a re  tak en :

H e h a th  g iv en  H is an g e ls ch arg e  o v er  th ee  to  k eep  th ee  in  a ll th y  w ay s. [4 5 ] In  th e ir  h an d s  th ey  sh a ll  b ear  

th ee  u p , le s t th o u  d ash  th y  fo o t ag a in st a  s ton e . T h o u  sh a lt  w alk  u p o n  th e  asp  an d  th e  b asilisk : an d  th o u  

sh a lt tram p  u n d er  fo o l th e  lio n  an d  th e  d rag o n .... H e  th a t d w elle th  in  th e  a id  o f  th e  m o st  H ig h  sh a ll ab id e  

u n d er  th e  p ro tectio n  o f  h eav en . H e  sh a ll say  to  th e  L o rd : T h o u  a rt m y  p ro tec to r  an d  m y  re fu g e : m y  G o d  in  

w h o m  I tru s t. F o r  H e  h a th  d e ity c red  m e  fro m  th e  sn a re  o f  th e  h u n te rs: an d  fro m  th e  sh a rp  w o rd . H e  w ill  

o v ersh ad o w  th ee  w ith  h is sh o u ld e rs : an d  u n d er  h is w in g s  th o u  sh a lt tru st. H is tru th  sh a ll co m p ass  th ee  w ith  

a  sh ield : tho u  sh a lt n o t b e  a fra id  o f  th e  te rro r  o f  th e  n ig h t, o f  th e  a rro w  th a t flie th  in  th e  d ay .... A th o usand  

sh a ll fa ll a t th y  s id e , an d  ten  th o u san d  a t  thy  rig h t h an d : b u t it sh a ll n o t  co m e  n ig h  th ee .... F o r  H e  [th e  L o rd ]  

h a th  g iven  H is an g e ls ch arg e  o v er  T h ee , to  k eep  T h ee  in  a ll T h y  w ay s.... [H e  w ill say ] : B ecau se  h e  h o p ed  

in  m e  I w ill d e live r h im : I w ill p ro tect  h im  b ecau se  h e  h a th  k n o w n  m y  n am e. H e sh a ll c ry  to  m e  an d  I  w ill 

h ear  h im : I am  w ith  h im  in  tr ib u la tio n , I w ill d e live r h im , an d  I w ill g lo rify  h im . I  w ill fill h im  w ith  len g th  

o f  d ay s: an d  I w ill sh o w  h im  m y  sa lv a tio n .

In  th ese  ad m irab le  v erses , fu ll  o f  a  su b lim e  p o e try  an d  a  fo rce fu l sp iritu a l rea lism , w e  a re  g iv en  a  g lim p se  

o f  th e  fu tu re  life .

It is tru e , d o u b tle ss, th a t th e  O ld  T estam en t ra re ly  m en tio n s  th is fu tu re  life  ex cep t in  a  v e iled  w ay  an d  

u su a lly in  sy m b o ls. Y et Isa ias (6 0 : 1 9 ), d esc rib in g  th e  g lo rie s o f  th e  N ew  Je ru sa lem , w ro te : "T h e  L o rd  sh a ll 

b e  u n to  th ee  fo r  an  ev erlas tin g  lig h t, an d  th y  G o d  fo r  th y  g lo ry . T h e  su n  sh a ll g o  d o w n  n o  m o re .... F o rth e  

L o rd  sh a ll b e  u n to  th ee  fo r  an  ev erlas tin g  lig h t: an d  th e  d ay s  o f  th y  m o u rn in g  sh a ll b e  en d ed .  " A n d  ag a in  

(6 5 : 1 9 ) : "I w ill re jo ice  in  Je ru sa lem  an d  jo y  in  M y  p eo p le , sa ith  th e  L o rd , an d  th e  v o ice  o f  w eep in g  sh a ll 

n o  m o re  b e  h eard  in  h er, n o r  th e  v o ice  o f  c ry in g .  "



S till m o re  c lea rly  in  th e  B o o k  o f  W isd o m  (3 : 1 ) w e  read :

T h e  so u ls  o f  th e  ju s t a re  in  th e  h an d s  o f  G o d : an d  th e  to rm en t o f  d ea th  sh a ll n o t to u ch  th em . In  th e  s ig h t  o f  

th e  u n w ise  th ey  seem ed  to  d ie : an d  th e ir d ep artu re  w as  tak en  fo r  m isery , an d  th e ir  g o in g  aw ay  fro m  u s, fo r  

u tte r  d estru c tio n : b u t  th ey  a re  in  p eace ....

T h e ir h o p e  is fu ll o f  im m o rta lity . [4 6 9  A fflic ted  in  few  th in g s, in  m an y  th ey  sh a ll b e  rew ard ed :  b ecau se  

G o d  h a th  tr ied  th em , an d  fo u n d  th em  w o rth y  o f  H im se lf. A s  g o ld  is  tr ied  in  th e  fu rn ace  H e  h a th  p ro v ed  

th em , an d  as  a  v ic tim  o f  a  h o lo cau st  H e  h a th  rece iv ed  th em : an d  in  tim e  th e re  sh a ll b e  re sp ec t h ad  to  th em . 

T h e  ju s t sh a ll sh in e , an d  sh a ll ru n  to  an d  fro  lik e sp a rk s  am o n g  th e  reed s . T h ey  sh a ll  ju d g e  n a tio n s , an d  ru le  

o v er  p eo p le : an d  th e ir L o rd  sh a ll re ig n  fo rev er... fo r  g race  an d  p eace  is  to  H is e lec t.... T h en  sh a ll  th e  ju s t 

s tan d  w ith  g rea t co n stan cy  ag a in st th o se  th a t h av e  a fflic ted  th em  an d  tak en  aw ay  th e ir  lab o rs .... [T h ese  sh a ll 

say ] w ith in  th em selv es:... T h ese  a re  th ey  w h o m  w e  h ad  so m etim e  in  d erisio n  an d  fo r  a  p arab le  o f  rep ro ach . 

W e  fo o ls  esteem ed  th e ir liv es m ad n ess  an d  th e ir  en d  w ith o u t h o n o r. B eh o ld  h o w  th ey  a re  n u m b ered  am o n g  

th e  ch ild ren  o f  G o d , an d  th e ir lo t is am o n g  th e  sa in ts. T h ere fo re  w e  h av e  e rred  fro m  th e  w ay  o f  tru th . ... 

W h at h a th  p rid e  p ro fited  u s?  B u t th e  ju s t sh a ll liv e fo r  ev erm o re : an d  th e ir rew ard  is  w ith  th e  L o rd , an d  th e  

ca re  o f  th em  w ith  th e  M o st H ig h . T h ere fo re  th ey  sh a ll rece iv e  a  k in gd o m  o f  g lo ry  an d  a  c ro w n  o f  b eau ty , a t 

th e  h an d  o f  th e  L o rd : fo rw ith H is rig h t h an d  H e w ill co v er  th em (5 : 1 ).

T h ese  w o rd s , "B u t th e  ju s t sh a ll liv e fo r  ev erm o re : an d  th e ir rew ard  is  w ith  th e  L o rd , " can  re fer  o n ly  to  

e te rn a l life . T h e  p sa lm ist h ad  a lread y  d ec la red : "B u t as  fo r  m e, I  w ill ap p ear  b efo re  T h y  s ig h t in  ju s tice : I 

sh a ll b e  sa tisfied  w h en  T h y  g lo ry  sh a ll ap p ear" (P s. 1 6 :15 ). D an ie l d ec la res  (1 2 :1 3) : "T h ey  th a t a re  lea rn ed  

[in  th e  th in g s o f  G o d , an d  k eep  H is law ] sh all sh in e  as  th e  s ta rs  fo r  a ll e te rn ity  ."  F in ally , in  h is m arty rd o m , 

o n e  o f  th e  sev en  M ac  h ab ees  th u s  ad d resses  h is ex ecu tio n er: "T h o u  in d eed . O  m o st  w ick ed  m an , d estro y  est 

u s  o u t  o f  th is p resen t life : b u t  th e  K in g  o f  th e  w o rld  w ill ra ise  u s  u p , w h o  d ie  fo r  H is law s, in  th e  

re su rrec tio n  o f  e te rn a l  life" (II  M ach . 7 :9 ). T o bias  h ad  d ec la red : "T h o u  a rt g rea t, O  L o rd , fo rev er, an d  T h y  

k in gd o m  is u n to  a ll ag es . F o r  T h o u  sco u rg est, an d  T h o u  sav est:  T h o u  lead est d o w n  to  h e ll an d  b rin g est u p  

ag a in .... H e  h a th  ch astised  u s  fo r  o u r  in iq u ities : an d  H e w ill sav e  u s  fo r  H is o w n  m ercy "  (T o b . 1 3 :1 -2 . 5 )

M an y  o th e r  tex ts  o f  th e  O ld  T estam en t  g iv e  u s  an  in s ig h t in to  th e  m ean in g  o f  th e  tr ia ls sen t b y  G o d  an d  h in t 

c learly  a t th e  h ig h er p u rp o se  H e  h as in  v iew . Ju d ith  ex h o rts  th e  an c ien ts  o f  Israe l  to  w ait p a tien tly fo r  h e lp  

fro m  th e  L ord :

T h ey  m u st rem em b er  h o w  o u r  fa th e r  A b rah am  w as  tem p ted , an d  b e in g  p ro v ed  b y  m an y  tr ib u la tio n s, w as  

m ad e  th e  frien d  o f  G o d . S o  Isaac , so  Jaco b , so  M o ses, an d  a ll  th a t h av e  p leased  G o d , p assed  th ro u g h  m an y  

tr ib u la tio n s , rem ain ing  fa ith fu l. ... A s  fo r  u s. .. le t u s  b e liev e th a t th ese  sco u rg es  o f  th e  L o rd , w ith  w h ich  lik e  

se rv an ts  w e  a re  ch astised , h av e  h ap p en ed  fo r  o u r  am en d m en t, an d  n o t  fo r  o u r  d estru c tio n  (Ju d ith  8 :2 2 -2 3 , 

2 6 -2 7 ).

T h e  ad v an tag es to  b e  g a in ed  b y  su ffe rin g  a re  th u s  d ec la red  b y  E cc lesias ticu s (2 :1 -1 0 ) :

S o n . w h en  th o u  co m est to  th e  se rv ice  o f  G o d. .. p rep are  th y  so u l  fo r  tem p ta tio n . H u m b le  th y  h eart, an d  

en d u re : in c lin e th y  ea r. an d  receiv e  th e  w o rd s  o f  u n d ers tan d in g : an d  m ak e  n o t h aste  in  th e  tim e o f  c lo u d s . 

W ait o n  G o d  w ith  p a tien ce : jo in  th y se lf  to  G o d  an d  en d u re , th a t th y  life m ay  b e  in c reased  in  th e  la tte r en d . 

T ak e  a ll th a t sh a ll b e  b ro u g h t  u p o n  th ee : an d  in  th y  so rro w  en d u re , an d  in  th y h u m ilia tio n k eep  p a tien ce . 

F o r  g o ld  an d  s ilv e r a re  tr ied  in  th e  fire , b u t  accep tab le  m en  in  th e  fu rn ace  o f  tr ib u la tio n . B eliev e G o d , an d  

H e w ill reco v er  th ee  an d  d irec t th y  w ay . ... Y e  th a t fea r  th e  L o rd , h o p e  in  H im : an d  m ercy  sh a ll co m e  to  y o u  

fo r  y o u r  d e lig h t.

T h e  B o o k  o f  W isdo m  (ch ap s. 1 5 -1 7 ) co n trasts  th e  tr ia ls  o f  th e  g o o d  w ith  th o se  o f  th e  w ick ed , an d  sh o w s  

th e ir g rad a tio n . T h e  E g y  p tian s a re  scou rg ed  w ith  ex trao rd in a ry  p lag ues , b u t th e  Israe lite s b y  lo o k in g  u p o n  

th e  b razen  se rp en t a re  h ea led  o f  th e  se rp en ts ' b ite ; th ey a re  fed  w ith  m an n a  fro m  h eav en , a re  led  fo rw ard  b y  

th e  p illa r o f  fire , an d  fin d  a  p assag e  th ro u gh  th e  R ed  S ea , in  w h ich  th e  E g y  p tian s a re  sw a llo w ed  u p . A n d  in  



Isa ias  w e  read : "I h av e  b lo tted  o u t th y  in iq u itie s as  a  c lo u d  an d  th y  s in s as  a  m ist: re tu rn  to  M e, fo r  I  h av e  

red eem ed  th ee" (4 5 :2 2 ; c f. 4 6 :2 -6 ).

M ich eas fo re te lls h o w  G o d  w ill h av e  m ercy  o n  H is p eo p le  (7 : 1 4 -2 0 ) : "H e w ill sen d  H is fu ry  in  n o  m o re , 

b ecau se  H e  d e lig h te th  in  m ercy . H e  w ill tu rn  ag a in  an d  h av e  m ercy  o n u s: H e  w ill p u t  aw ay  o u r  in iq u itie s  

an d  H e  w ill cast  a ll o u r  s in s in to  th e  b o tto m  o f  th e  sea . T h o u  w ilt p erfo rm ... th e  m ercy  to  A b rah am : w h ich  

T h o u  h ast sw o rn  to  o u r  fa th e rs  fro m  th e  d ays  o f  o ld .  "

A ll th ese  O ld  T estam en t tex ts  se ttin g  fo rth  th e  reaso n  w h y  tr ia ls a re  sen t u p o n  th e  ju s t th ro w  lig h t o n  th e  

fin a l co n c lu sio n  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  Jo b . B u t it is  th e  G o sp e l  th a t b ring s  fu ll lig h t to  b ear  u p o n  th e  la s t th in g s; 

o n ly  C h ris tian ity can  p ro v ide  th e  fin a l so lu tio n . T h a t so lu tio n , h o w ev er, is  fo resh ad o w ed  in  th e  B o o k  o f  

W isd o m  (2 45 -25 0  B . C .). W h at  th e  B o o k  o f  Jo b  d ec la res  is  th a t th e  ju s tice  o f  G o d , w h ich , as  Jo b  h im se lf 

reco g n izes , m u st so m e  d ay  h av e  e ffec t, is in fin ite ly  b ey o n d  o u r  re s tric ted  v iew , an d  ag a in  th a t  in  th is w o rld  

v irtu e , in s tead  o f  h av in g  as  its in sep arab le acco m p an im en t w h at m en  co m m o n ly  ca ll  h ap p in ess, is o ften  

seen  to  b e  su b jected  to  th e  sev eres t tr ia ls .

W ith  th e  C h ris tian  sa in ts, in  fac t, th e  lo v e  o f  th e  c ro ss  is seen  to  in c rease  as  th ey  g ro w  in  th e  lo v e o f  G o d  

an d  lik en ess to  C h ris t c ru c ified , o f  w h o m  h o ly  Jo b  w as  a  fig u re . W h en  m isfo rtu n e  o v ertak es  u s, w h eth er  

th e  a fflic tio n  is a tria l o r  a  ch astisem en t, th is rem ain s  o b scu re  fo r  each  o f  u s. U su a lly  it is  b o th , b u t th en  

w h at is th e  m easu re  o f  each ?  O n ly  G o d  k n o w s. S t. P au l, w ritin g  to  th e  H eb rew s, g iv es  th e  so lu tio n  w h en  h e  

sp eak s  o f  p ersev eran ce  in  th e  m id st o f  tr ia l a fter  th e  ex am p le  o f  C h rist (ch ap . 1 2 ) :

L et u s ru n  b y  p a tien ce  to  th e  fig h t p ro p o sed  to  u s: lo o k in g  o n  Jesu s , th e  au th o r  an d  fin ish e r  o f  fa ith , w h o , 

h av in g  jo y  se t b efo re  H im , en d u red  th e  c ro ss, d esp is in g  th e  sh am e , an d  n o w  s itte th  o n  th e  rig h t h an d  o f  th e  

th ro n e  o f  G o d . F o r  th in k  d ilig en tly u p o n  H im  th a t en d u red  su ch  o p p o sitio n  fro m  s in n ers  ag a in st H im se lf: 

th a t  y o u  b e  n o t  w earied , fa in tin g  in  y o u r  m in ds. F o r  y o u  h av e  n o t re s is ted  u n to  b lo o d , s triv in g  ag a in st s in . ... 

W h o m  th e  L o rd  lo v e th , H e  ch astise th : an d  H e sco u rge th  ev ery so n  w h o m  H e  rece iv e th .... F o r  w h at so n  is  

th e re , w h o m  th e  fa th e r  d o th  n o t co rrec t? . .. [G o d  ch astises  u s] fo r  o u r  p ro fit, th a t w e  m ig h t rece iv e  H is  

san c tifica tio n .

It rem ain s  tru e , th e re fo re , th a t, as  Jo b  say s (ch ap . 7 ). " th e  life  o f  m an  u p o n  ea rth  is a  w arfa re  an d  h is  d ay s  

a re  lik e th e  d ay s  o f  a  h ire lin g . " B u t u p o n  H is se rv an ts  th e  L o rd  b esto w  s  H is g race ; a lth o u g h , as S t. P au l 

say s (R o m . 8 :3 8 ), " to  th em  th a t lo v e G o d  a ll tilin g s w o rk  to g e th e r  u n to  g o o d , "  to  th e  v ery  en d . A ll 

th in g s— g races , n a tu ra l  q u a litie s , co n trad ic tio n s , s ick n ess , an d . as S t. A u g u stin e  say s, ev en  s in . F o r  G o d  

p erm its s in  in  th e  liv es o f  H is se rvan ts, as  H e  p erm itted  P e te r 's  d en ia l th a t H e m ay  lead  th em  to  a  d eep er  

h u m ility an d  th e reb y  to  a  p u re r  lo v e .

1 7 .  P r o v id e n c e  A c c o r d in g  T o  T h e  G o s p e l

T h e  ex is ten ce  o f  p ro v id en ce , its ab so lu te  u n iv e rsa lity ex ten d in g  to  th e  sm alles t d e ta il an d  its in fa llib ility  

reg a rd in g  ev ery th in g  th a t co m es  to  p ass, n o t  ex cep tin g  o u r  fu tu re  free  ac tion s— a ll  th is  th e  N ew  T estam en t  

ag a in  b rin g s  o u t. ev en  m o re  c lea rly  th an  th e  O ld . M u ch  m o re  ex p lic it, to o . th an  in  th e  O ld  T estam en t  is th e  

co n cep tio n  g iv en  u s  h ere  o f  th a t h ig h er g o o d  to  w h ich  a ll th in g s h av e  b een  d irec ted  b y  p ro v id en ce , th o u g h  

in  ce rta in  o f  its m o re  ad v an ced  w ay s  it s till rem ain s  u n fa th o m ab le . T h ese  fu n d am en ta l  p o in ts  w e  sh a ll 

ex am in e o n e  b y  o n e , g iv ing  p ro m in en ce  to  th e  G o sp e l tex ts  th a t  m o st  c lea rly  ex p ress  th em .

T h e  h ig h e r  g o o d  to  w h ic h  a ll  th in g s  a r e  d ir e c te d  b y  p r o v id e n c e

O u r  L o rd  in  th e  G o sp e ls  ra ises o u r  m in d s  to  th e  co n tem p la tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e g o v ern an ce  b y  d irec tin g  o u r  

a tten tio n  to  th e  ad m irab le o rd er  p rev a ilin g  in  th e  th in g s  o f  sen se , an d  g iv in g  u s so m e  id ea  o f  h o w  m u ch  

m o re  so  th is o rd er  o f  p ro v id en ce  is to  b e  fo u nd  in  sp iritu a l th in g s, an  o rd er  m o re  su b lim e , m o re  b o u n tifu l, 

m o re  sa lu ta ry , an d  im p erish ab le . W e  h av e  seen  th a t a  s im ila r o rd er  is  to  b e  fo u n d , th o u g h  le ss  c lea rly , in  

G o d 's  an sw er  a t  th e  en d  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  Jo b ; if  th e re  a re  su ch  ex trao rd in a ry  m arv e ls to  b e  m et w ith  in  th e  

w o rld  o f  sen se , w h at  w o n d erfu l  o rd er  o u g h t  w e  n o t  to  ex p ec t in  th e  sp iritu a l w o rld .



In  th e  G o spe l  o f  S t. M atth ew  w e  read  (6 : 2 5 -3 4 ) :

B e n o t so lic ito u s fo r  y o u r  life , w h at  y o u  sh a ll ea t, n o r  fo r  y o u r  b o d y , w h at  y o u  sh a ll p u t  o n . Is  n o t th e  life  

m o re  th an  th e  m eat an d  th e  b o d y  m o re  th an  th e  ra im en t?  B eh o ld th e  b ird s o f  th e  a ir, fo r  th ey  n e ithe r so w , 

n o r  d o  th ey  reap  n o r  g a th e r  in to  b arn s  : an d  y o u r  h eav en ly  F a th e r  feed eth  th em . A re  n o t  y o u  o f  m o re  v a lu e  

th an  th ey ?  A n d  w h ich  o f  y o u  b y  tak in g  th o u gh t  can  ad d  to  h is s ta tu re  o n e  cu b it?  A n d  fo r  y o u r  ra im en t w h y  

a re  y o u  so lic ito u s?  C o n sid e r  th e  lilie s o f  the  fie ld , h o w  th ey  g ro w  : th ey  lab o r n o t, n e ith e r d o  th ey  sp in . B u t I  

say  to  y o u  th a t n o t  ev en  S o lo m o n  in  a ll h is g lo ry  w as  a rray ed  as  o n e  o f  th ese . A n d  if  th e  g rass  o f  th e  fie ld , 

w h ich  is  to d ay  an d  to m o rro w  is cast  in to  th e  o v en , G o d  d o th  so  c lo th e : h o w  m u ch  m o re  y o u , O  y e  o f  little  

fa ith ?  B e n o t so lic ito u s th e re fo re , say in g : W h at sh a ll w e  ea t: o r, w h at sh a ll  w e  d rin k : o r, w h erew ith  sh a ll 

w e  b e  c lo th ed ?  F o r  a fter  a ll th ese  th in g s  d o  th e  h ea th en s seek . F o r  y o u r  h eav en ly  F a the r  k n o w eth  th a t  y o u  

h av e  n eed  o f  a ll th ese  th in g s . S eek  y e  th e refo re  firs t  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  an d  H is ju stice : an d  a ll th ese  

th in g s sh a ll b e  ad d ed  u n to  y o u . B e n o t  th e re fo re  so lic ito us fo r  to m o rro w : fo r  th e  m o rro w  w ill  b e  so lic ito u s  

fo r  itse lf . S u ffic ien t fo r  th e  d ay  is th e  ev il th e reo f.

T h ese  ex am p les se rv e  to  sh ow  th a t p ro v id en ce  ex ten d s  to  a ll th in g s, an d  g iv es to  a ll b e in g s w h at is su itab le  

to  th e ir n a tu re . G o d  p ro v id es th e  b ird s  o f  th e  a ir w ith  th e ir fo o d  an d  a lso  h as  en d o w ed  th em  w ith  in s tin c t 

w h ich  d irec ts th em  to  seek  o u t  w h at is n ecessa ry  an d  n o  m o re . If  th is  is  H is w ay  o f  d ea lin g  w ith  th e  lo w er  

c rea tio n , su re ly  H e w ill h av e  a  ca re  fo r  u s.

If  p ro v id en ce  p ro v id es  w h at  is n eed fu l  fo r  th e  b ird s  o f  th e  a ir. h o w  m u ch  m o re  a tten tive  w ill it b e  to  th e  

n eed s  o f  such  as  w e, w h o  h av e  a  sp iritu a l, im m orta l so u l w ith  a  d estin y  in co m p arab ly  m o re  su b lim e th an  

th a t o f  th e  an im al c rea tio n . T h e  h eav en ly  F a th e r  k n o w s  w h at w e  s tan d  in  n eed  o f. W h at, th en , m u st o u r  

a ttitu d e  b e?  F irs t  o f  a ll w e  m u st  seek  th e  k ing d om  o f  G o d  an d  H is  ju s tice , an d  th en  w h atev er  is n ecessa ry  

fo r  o u r  b o d ily su b sis tence  w ill  b e  g iv en  u s  o v er  an d  ab o v e . T h o se  w h o  m ak e  it  th e ir p rin c ip a l a im  to  p u rsu e  

th e ir fin a l d estin y  (G o d  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  w h o  sh o u ld  b e  lo v ed  ab o v e  a ll tilin g s), w ill b e  g iv en  w h atev er  

is n ecessa ry  to  a tta in th a t en d . n o t  o n ly  w h at is n ecessa ry  fo r  th e  life  o f  th e  b o d y , b u t  a lso  th e  g races  to  

o b tain  life e te rn a l. [4 7 ]

O u r  L o rd  re fe rs  to  p ro v id en ce  ag a in  in  S t. M atth ew  (  1 0 :2 8) : "F ear y e  n o t th em  th a t k ill th e  b o d y  an d  a re  

n o t ab le to  k ill th e  so u l: b u t  ra th er  fea r  h im  th a t can  d estro y  b o th  so u l  an d  b o d y  in  h e ll A re  n o t tw o  

sp a rro w s so ld  fo r  a  fa rth in g?  A n d  n o t o n e  o f  th em  sh a ll fa ll to  th e  g ro u n d  w ith , o u t  y o u r  F a th er. B u t th e  

v ery ' h a irs o f  y o u r  h ead  a re  a ll n u m b ered . F ear  n o t  th e re fo re :  b e tte r  a re  y o u  th an  m an y ; sp a rrow s."  S o  ag a in  

in  S t. L u k e  (1 2 : 6 -7 ).

A lw ay s it is th e  sam e  a  fo rtio ri  a rg u m en t fro m  th e  ca re  th e  L o rd  h as  fo r  th e  lo w er  c rea tio n  an d  th en ce  

lead in g  u s  to  fo rm  so m e  id ea  o f  w h at th e  d iv in e g o v ern an ce  m u st b e  in  th e  o rd er  o f  sp iritu a l tilin g s .

A s S t. T h o m as  p o in ts o u t in  h is co m m en ta ry  o n  S t. M atth ew , w h at  o u r  L o rd  w ish es  to  co n v ey  is  th is: It  is  

n o t  th e  p ersecu to r  w e  sh o u ld  fea r; h e  can  d o  n o  m o re  th an  h u rt  o u r  b o d ies , an d  w h at little h arm  h e  is  

cap ab le  o f  h e  ca im o t  ac tu a lly  in flic t w ith o u t  th e  p erm iss io n  o f  p ro v id en ce , w h ich  o n ly  a llo w s th ese  ev ils to  

b efa ll u s  in  v iew  o f  a  g rea te r  g o o d . If  it is tru e  th a t n o t  a  s in g le sp a rro w  fa lls to  th e  g ro u n d  w ith o u t o u r  

h eav en ly F a th er 's  p erm iss io n , su re ly  w e  sh all  n o t  fa ll w ith o u t H is p erm issio n , n o . n o r  o n e  s in g le h a ir o f  o u r  

h ead . T h is is eq u iv a len t to  say in g  th a t p ro v id en ce  ex tend s  to  th e  sm alles t d e ta il to  th e  leas l o f  o u r  ac tio n s , 

ev ery  o n e  o f  w h ich  m ay  an d  in d eed  m u st  b e  d irec ted  to  o u r  fin a l en d .

B esides th e  u n iv e rsality  o f  p ro v id en ce , th e  N ew  T estam en t  b ring s  o u t in  te rm s n o  le ss c lea r  its in fa llib ility  

reg a rd in g  ev ery th in g  th a t co m es  to  p ass . It is p o in ted  o u t in  th e  tex t  ju s t m en tio n ed : "T h e v ery  h a irs o f  y o u r  

h ead  a re  a ll n u m b ered .  " T h is in fa llib ility ex tend s  ev en  to  th e  sec re ts  o f  th e  h eart an d  to  o u r  fu tu re  free  

ac tio n s . In  S t. Jo h n  (6 :6 4 )  w e  read : "T h e  w o rd s  th a t I h av e  sp o k en  to  y o u  a re  sp irit an d  life . B u t th e re  a re  

so m e  o f  y o u  th a t  b e liev e n o t" ; an d  th e  E v ang e list ad d s: "F o r  Jesu s  k n ew  fro m  th e  b eg in n in g  w h o  th ey  w ere  

th a t d id  n o t  b e liev e an d  w h o  h e  w as  th a t w o u ld  b e tray  H im ." A g ain  (1 3 : 1 1 ) d u rin g  th e  la s t su p p er  Jesu s  

to ld  th o se  w h o  w ere  p resen t: "Y o u  a re  c lean , b u t  n o t  a ll" ; fo r, co n tin u es  S t. Jo h n , "H e  k n ew  w h o  h e  w as  

w h o  w o u ld  b e tray  H im ; an d  th e re fo re  H e sa id : Y o u  a re  n o t  a ll c lean ." S t. M atth ew  a lso  reco rd s  th e  w o rd s , 



"O n e  o f  y o u  is ab o u t to  b e tray  m e.  " N o w  if  Jesu s  th u s h as  ce rta in  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  sec rets  o f  h earts an d , as  

H is p red ic tio n  o f  p ersecu tio n s sh o w s, o f  fu tu re  free  ac tio n s, th ey  m u st su re ly  b e  in fa llib ly k n o w n  to  th e  

e te rn a l F a th e r.

In  S t. M atth ew  (6 :4 -6 ). w e  a re  to ld : "W h en  th o u  sh a lt p ray , en te r  in to  th y  ch am b er  an d , h av in g  sh u t th e  

d o o r, p ray  to  th y  F a th e r  in  sec ret: an d  th y  F a th e r  w h o  see th  in  sec re t w ill rep ay  th ee .  " A n d  la te r w e  fin d  S t. 

P au l say in g  to  th e  H eb rew s (4 :1 3 ) : "N eithe r is th e re  an y  c rea tu re  in v isib le in  H is s ig h t: b u t a ll th in g s  a re  

n ak ed  an d  o p en  to  H is ey es , to  w h o m  o u r  sp eech  is . "

T h e  teach in g  o n  th e  n ecessity  o f  p ray er, to  w h ich  th e  G o spe l  is co n stan tly  re tu rn in g , o b v io u sly  p resu pp o ses  

a  p ro v id en ce  ex ten d in g  to  th e  v ery ' least o f  o u r  ac tio n s. In  S t. M atth ew  (7 :7 -11 ) o u r  L o rd  te lls u s: "If  y o u  

th en  b e in g  ev il, k n o w  h o w  to  g iv e  g o o d  tilin g s to  y o u r  ch ild ren : h o w  m u ch  m o re  w ill  y  o u r  h eav en ly F a th e r  

w h o  is in  h eav en  g iv e g o o d  tilin g s  to  th em  th a t ask  H im ?" H ere  is an o th e r  an d  s tro n g er  a rg u m en t fo r  d iv in e  

p ro v id en ce  b ased  o n  th e  a tten tive  ca re  sh o w n  b y  a  h u m an  fa th e r  fo r  h is ch ild ren . If  h e  w atch es  o v er  th em , 

m u ch  m o re  w ill o u r  h eav en ly F a th e r  w atch  o v er  u s.

L ik ew ise , th e  p arab le o f  th e  w ick ed  ju d g e  an d  th e  w id o w  in  S t. L u k e  (1 8 :1 -8 )  is an  in cen tiv e to  u s  to  p ray  

w ith  p ersev eran ce . A n n o y ed  b y  th e  p ers isten t en treatie s  o f  th e  w id o w , th e  ju d g e  fin a lly y ie ld s to  h er  ju s t 

d em an d s so  th a t sh e  m ay  cease  to  b e  tro u b leso m e  to  h im ."  A n d  th e  L o rd  sa id : H ear w h at  th e  u n ju st  ju d g e  

sa ith . A n d  w ill n o t G o d  rev en g e  h is e lec t w h o  c ry  to  h im  d ay  an d  n ig h t: an d  w ill h e  h av e  p a tien ce  in  th e ir  

reg a rd?"

O u r  L o rd  p ro c la im s  th e  sam e  tru th  in  S t. Jo h n  (1 0 :2 7 ) : "M y sh eep  h ear  M y  v o ice . A n d  I k n o w  th em : an d  

th ey  fo llo w  M e. A n d  I g iv e  th em  life ev erlasting : an d  th ey  sh a ll n o t p erish  fo rev er. A n d  n o  m an  sh a ll p lu ck  

th em  o u t o f  M y  h an d . T h a t w h ich  M y  F a th e r  h a th  g reen  M e  is g rea te r  th an  a ll: an d  n o  o n e  can  sn a tch  th em  

o u t o f  th e  h an d  o f  M y  F a th e r. I an d  th e  F a th e r  a re  o n e .  "  T h ese  w o rd s  p o in t o u t  em p h a tica lly th e  in fa llib ility  

o f  p ro v id en ce  co n cern ing  ev ery th in g  th a t co m es  to  p ass, in c lu d in g  ev en  o u r  fu tu re  free  ac tio n s .

B u t w h at  th e  G o sp e l  m essag e  d ec la res  ev en  m o re  c lea rly is w h eth er  th e re  is n o t  a fte r  a ll so m e  h ig h er, so m e  

e te rn a l p u rp o se  to  w h ich  th e  d iv in e g o v ern an ce  d irec ts a ll tilin g s , an d  fu rth e r, th a t if  it p erm its ev il an d  

s in — it can n o t in  an y  w ay  b e  its  cau se— it d o es so  o n ly  in  v iew  o f  so m e  g rea te r  g o o d .

In  S t. M atth ew  w e  read  (5 :4 4 ) : "L o v e  y o u r  en em ies: d o  g o o d  to  th em  th a t h a te  y o u : an d  p ray  fo r  th em  th a t 

p ersecu te  an d  ca lu m n ia te  y o u : th a t y o u  m ay  b e  th e  ch ild ren  o f  y o u r  F a th e r  w h o  is in  h eav en , w h o  m ak e th  

H is su n  to  rise  u p o n  th e  g o o d  an d  b ad  an d  ra in e th  u p o n  th e  ju s t an d  th e  u n ju st. " A n d  ag a in  in  S t. L u k e  (6 : 

3 6 ) : "B e y e  th e re fo re  m erc ifu l as  y o u r  h eav en ly  F a th e r  is m erc ifu l."  P ersecu tio n  itse lf  is tu rn ed  to  th e  

g o o d  o f  th o se  w h o  en d u re  it fo r  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d : "B lessed  a re  th ey  th a t su ffe r  p ersecu tio n  fo r  ju stice ' sak e : 

fo r  th e irs is th e  k in g d o m  o f  h eav en . B lessed  a re  y e  w h en  th ey  sh a ll rev ile  y o u  an d  p ersecu te  y o u  an d  sp eak  

a ll th a t is ev il ag a in st  y o u , u n tru ly , fo r  M y  n am e 's sak e :  b e  g lad  an d  re jo ice , fo r  y o u r  rew ard  is v ery ' g rea t in  

h eav en . F o r  so  th ey  p ersecu ted  th e  p ro p he ts  th a t  w ere  b efo re  y o u "  (M att. 5 : 1 0 ).

H ere  is th e  fu ll lig h t h era ld ed  fro m  a fa r  in  th e  B o o k  o f  Jo b  an d  m o re  d is tin c tly  in  th is p assag e  fro m  th e  

B o o k  o f  W isd o m  (3 :1 -8 ) : "T h e  so u ls  o f  the  ju s t a re  in  th e  h an d  o f  G o d . .. in  tim e  th ey  sh a ll sh in e. .. th ey  

sh a ll ju d g e  n a tio n s: an d  th e ir L o rd  sh a ll re ig n  fo rev er."

H ere  is th e  fu ll lig h t o f  w h ich  w e  w ere  g iv en  a  g lim p se  in  th e  B o o k  o f  M ach ab ees (1 1 :7 -9 ), w h ere , as  w e  

h av e  seen , o n e  o f  th e  m arty rs , o n  th e  p o in t  o f  ex p irin g , th u s  ad d resses  h is  p ersecu to r: "T h o u , O  m o st 

w ick ed  m an , d estro y est  u s  o u t  o f  th is  p resen t life : b u t th e  K in g  o f  th e  w o rld  w ill ra ise  u s  u p , w h o  d ie  fo r  

H is law s, in  th e  re su rrectio n  o f  e te rn a l life ."

In  th e  lig h t o f  th is rev ea led  teach in g , S t. P au l w rites  to  th e  R o m an s (5 :3 ): "W e  g lo ry  a lso  in  tr ib u la tio n s , 

k n o w in g  th at  tr ib u la tio n  w o rk e th  p a tien ce : an d  p a tien ce  tr ia l; an d  tr ia l h o p e ; an d  h o p e  co n fo u n d e th n o t; 

b ecau se  th e  ch arity  o f  G o d  is p o u red  fo rth  in  o u r  h earts , b y  th e  H o ly G h o st  w h o  is g reen  to  u s.  "  A n d  ag a in  

(8 : 2 8 ) : "W e k n o w  th a t  to  th em  th a t lo v e  G o d  a ll th in g s w o rk  u n to  g o o d : to  su ch  as  acco rd in g  to  H is  



p u rp o se  a re  ca lled  to  b e  sa in ts." T h is la s t tex t su m s  u p  a ll th e  re s t, rev ea lin g  h o w  th is  u n iv e rsa l an d  

in fa llib le p ro v id en ce  d irec ts a ll th in g s  to  a  g o o d  p u rp ose , n o t ex c lu d in g  ev il, w h ich  it p erm its  w ith o u t in  

an y  w ay  causing  it. A n d  n o w  th e re  rem ain s  th e  q u estio n  as  to  th e  so rt o f  k n o w led g e  w e  can  h av e  o f  th e  

p lan  p u rsu ed  b y  th e  d iv in e g o v ern an ce .

T h e  l ig h t  a n d  s h a d e  in  th e  p r o v id e n t ia l  p la n

W e  h av e  fo u nd  c lea rly ex p ressed  in  th e  O ld  T estam en t  th e  tru th  th a t  fo r  u s  d iv in e  p ro v id en ce  is an  ev id en t 

fac t, y e t  th a t  ce rta in  o f  its  w ay s  a re  u n fa th o m ab le . T h is  tru th  is b ro u g h t o u t  in  s till g rea te r  re lie f in  th e  N ew  

T estam en t in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  san c tifica tio n  an d  e te rn al life .

P ro v id en ce  is an  ev id en t fac t  fro m  th e  o rd er  p re r  a ilin g  in  th e  u n ive rse , fro m  th e  g en eral  w o rk in g  o f  th e  

C h u rch 's  life , an d  ag a in  fro m  th e  life o f  th e  ju s t tak en  as  a  w h o le . T liis  is a ffirm ed  in  th e  w o rd s  o f  o u r  L o rd  

ju s t q u o ted : "B eh o ld th e  b ird s o f  th e  a ir. fo r  th ey  n e ith e r so w , n o r  d o  th ey  reap , n o r  g a th e r  in to  b arn s: an d  

y o u r  h eav en ly F a th e r  feed e th  th em . A re  n o t  y o u  o f  m u ch  m o re  v a lu e  th an  th ey ?" (M att. 6 : 2 6 .) S o  ag a in  S t. 

P au l (R o m . 1 : 2 0 ) : "T h e  in v is ib le th in g s o f  H im  fro m  th e  c rea tio n  o f  th e  w o rld  a re  c learly  seen , b e in g  

u n d ersto o d  b y  th e  tilin g s  th a t a re  m ad e . H is e te rn a l p o w er  an d  d iv in ity ."

In  th e  p arab les o f  th e  p ro d ig a l so n , th e  lo st sh eep , th e  g o o d  sh ep h erd , an d  th e  ta len ts , o u r  L o rd  a lso  

illu stra tes h o w  p ro v id en ce  is co n cern ed  w ith  th e  so u ls  o f  m en . A ll th a t ten d ern ess o f  h eart sh o w n  b y  th e  

fa th er  o f  the  p ro d ig a l is a lread y  in  an  in fin ite ly m o re  p erfec t w ay  p o ssessed  b y  G o d . w h o se  p ro v id en ce  

w atch es  o v er  th e  so u ls  o f  m en  m o re  th an  an y  o th e r  ea rth ly  c rea tu re , in  th e  liv es o f  th e  ju s t esp ec ia lly  , in  

w h ich  ev ery th in g  is m ad e  to  co n cu r  in  th e ir  fin a l en d .

Jesu s  a lso  p ro c la im s h o w  w ith  H is F a th e r  H e w ill w atch  o v er  th e  C h u rch , an d  w e  n o w  fin d  v erified  th ese  

w o rd s  o f  H is: "T h ou  a rt  P e ter, an d  u p o n  tliis  ro ck  I w ill b u ild  M y  C h u rch . A n d  th e  g a tes  o f  h e ll sh a ll n o t 

p rev a il ag a in st it" (M att. 1 6 : 1 8 ) ; "G o in g  th e re fo re , teach y e  a ll n a tio n s: b ap tiz in g  th em  in  th e  n am e  o f  th e  

F a th e r  an d  o f  th e  S o n  an d  o f  th e  H o ly G h o st; teach in g  th em  to  o b se rv e  a ll th in g s  w h atso ev er  I  h av e  

co m m an d ed  y o u . A n d  b eh o ld  I am  w ith  y  o u  a ll d ay s . ev en  to  th e  co n su m m atio n  o f  th e  w o rld "  (M att. 2 8 : 

1 9 2 0 ). W e  a re  n o w  w itn essin g  in  th e  sp read  o f  th e  G o sp e l  in  th e  n a tio n s th ro u g h o u t th e  fiv e  co n tin en ts th e  

rea liza tio n  o f  th is p ro v iden tia l p lan , w h ich  in  its g en era l lin es s tand s  o u t q u ite  d is tin c tly  .

In  th is p lan  o f  p ro v id en ce , h o w ev er, th e re  a re  a lso  e lem en ts o f  p ro fo u n d  m y ste ry , an d  o u r  L o rd  w ill h av e  u s  

to  u n d ers tan d  th a t to  th e  h u m b le  an d  ch ild lik e , h o w ev er, th ese  m y ste rio u s  e lem en ts w ill ap p ear  q u ite  

s im p le ; th e ir h u m ility ' w ill en ab le th em  to  p en e tra te  ev en  to  th e  h e ig h ts o f  G o d . F irs t an d  fo rem o st  th e re  is  

th e  m y ste ry  o f  th e  red em ptio n , o f  th e  so rro w fu l  p ass io n  an d  a ll th a t fo llo w ed , a  m y stery  w h ich  Jesu s  o n ly  

rev ea ls to  H is d iscip les little b y  little as  th ey a re  ab le to  b ear  it. a  m y ste ry  th a t a t  th e  m o m en t o f  its  

accom p lish m en t  w ill b e  a  cau se  o f  co n fu sio n  to  th em .

T h ere  is a lso  th e  w h o le  m y stery  o f  sa lv a tio n : "I co n fess  to  T h ee . O  F a th e r. L o rd  o f  h eav en  an d  ea rth , 

b ecau se  T h o u  h ast h id d en  th ese  th in g s fro m  th e  w ise  an d  p ru d en t an d  h ast rev ea led  th em  to  little o n es . Y ea , 

F a th e r: fo r  so  h a th  it seem ed  g o o d  in  T h y  s igh t" (M att. 1 1 : 2 5 ) : "M y  sh eep  h ear  m y  v o ice . A n d  I k n o w  

th em : an d  th ey  fo llo w  m e. A n d  I g iv e  th em  life ev erlasting : an d  th ey  sh a ll n o t  p erish  fo rev er"  (Jo h n  1 0 : 

2 7 ).

"T h ere  sh a ll a rise  fa lse  ch rists  an d  fa lse  p ro p h e ts  an d  sh a ll sh o w  g rea t s ign s  an d  w o n d ers , in so m u ch  as  to  

d ece iv e  (if  p o ssib le ) ev en  th e  e lec t" (M att. 2 4 :2 4 ) : "O f  th a t d ay  an d  h o u r  [th e  la s t] n o  o n e  k n o w eth : n o . n o t 

th e  an g e ls in  h eav en , b u t  th e  F a th e r  a lo n e . [A n d  th e  sam e  m u st  b e  sa id  o f  th e  h o u r  o f  o u r  d ea th .] W atch  y e  

th e re fo re , b ecau se  y o u  k n o w  n o t  w h at h o u r  y o u r  L o rd  w ill  co m e"  (M att. 2 4 : 3 6 , 4 2 ). T h e  A p o ca ly p se , 

w h ich  fo re te lls th ese  ev en ts  in  o b scu re  an d  sy m b o lic  lan g u ag e , rem ain s s till a  b o o k  sea led  w ith  sev en  sea ls  

(A p o c . 5 : 1 ).

L ater  o n  S t. P au l lay s s tre ss o n  th ese  m y sterio u s  w ay s  o f  P ro v id en ce .  "  T h e  fo o lish  th in g s o f  th e  w o rld  h a th  

G o d  ch o sen , th a t  H e  m ay  co n fo u n d  th e  w ise: an d  th e  w eak  th in g s o f  th e  w o rld  an d  th e  th in g s  th a t a re  



co n tem p tib le , h a th  G o d  ch o sen , an d  tilin g s  th a t a re  n o t, th a t H e m ig h t b rin g  to  n o u g h t  th e  tilin g s th a t a re ; 

th a t n o  fle sh  sh o u ld  g lo ry  in  H is s igh t" (I C o r. 1 :2 7 ). It  w as  th ro u g h  th e  A p o stle s , so m e  o f  w h o m  w ere  

ch o sen  fro m  th e  p o o r  fishe rfo lk  o f  G alilee , th a t Jesu s  tr iu m p h ed  o v er  p ag an ism  an d  co n v erted  th e  w o rld  to  

th e  G o spe l a t  th e  v ery  m o m en t w h en  Israel  in  g rea t p art  p ro v ed  itse lf  u n fa ith fu l G o d  can  ch o o se  

w h o m so ev er  H e  w ill w ith o u t in ju stice  to  an y o ne .

F ree ly  H e m ad e  ch o ice  in  fo rm er  tim es o f  th e  p eo p le  o f  Israel o n e  am o n g  th e  v ario u s  n a tio ns; fro m  th e  

so n s  o f  A d am  H e  ch o se  S e th  in  p re fe ren ce  to  C ain , th en  N o e  an d  a fte rw ard s S em  H e  p re fe rred  to  liis  

b ro th ers, th en  A b rah am ; H e  p re fe rred  Isaac  to  Ism ael an d  la s t o f  a ll Jacob . A n d  n o w , free ly  H e  ca lls th e  

G en tile s an d  p erm its Israe l in  g rea t p art to  fa ll aw ay . H ere  is o n e  o f  th e  m o st s trik in g  ex am p les o f  th e  lig h t 

an d  sh ade  in  th e  p lan  o f  p ro v id en ce ; [4 8 ] it m ay  b e  su m m ed  u p  in  th is  w ay . O n  th e  o n e  h an d  G o d  n ev er  

co m m an d s  th e  im p o ssib le , b u t, to  u se  S t. P au l's  w o rd s , w ill  h av e  a ll m en  to  b e  sav ed  (I T im . 2 : 4 ). O n  th e  

o th e r  h an d , as S t. P au l say s  ag a in , "W h at h ast th o u  th a t th o u  h ast  n o t rece iv ed?"  (I C o r. 4 :7 .) O n e  p erso n  

w o u ld  n o t  b e  b e tte r  th an  an o the r, w ere  h e  n o t lo ved  b y  G o d  m o re  th an  th e  o th e r, s in ce  H is lo v e fo r  u s  is  th e  

so u rce  o f  a ll o u r  g o o d . [4 9 ] T h ese  tw o  tru th s  a re  as  lu m in o u s  an d  ce rta in  w h en  co n sid e red  ap art as  th e ir  

in tim ate reco n c ilia tio n  is o b scu re , fo r  it is n o  le ss  th an  th e  in tim a te reco n c ilia tio n  o f  in fin ite  ju s tice , in fin ite  

m ercy , an d  su p rem e  lib e rty . T h ey  a re  recon c iled  in  th e  D eity , th e  in tim ate life  o f  G o d ; b u t  fo r  u s  th is is an  

in accessib le  m y ste ry , as  w h ite  lig h t w o u ld  b e  to  so m eo n e  w h o  h ad  n ev er  p erce iv ed  it. b u t h ad  seen  o n ly  the  

sev en  co lo rs  o f  th e  ra in b o w .

T h is p ro fo u n d  m y ste ry  p ro m p ts  S t. P au l's  w o rd s  to  th e  R o m an s  (1 1 :2 5 -34 ):

B lin d n ess in  p art h as  h ap p en ed  in  Israe l u n til th e  fu lln ess  o f  th e  G en tile s sh a ll co m e  in .... B u t as  to u ch in g  

th e  e lec tio n , th ey  [th e  ch ild ren  o f  Israe l] a re  m o st d ear  fo r  th e  sak e  o f  th e ir fa th e rs ... th a t th ey  a lso  m ay  

o b ta in  m ercy . ... O  th e  d ep th s  o f  th e  rich es  o f  th e  w isd o m  an d  o f  th e  k n o w led ge  o f  G o d ! H o w  

in co m preh en sib le  a re  H is  ju d g m en ts , an d  h o w  u n sea rch ab le  H is w ay s  ! F o r  w h o  h a th  k n o w n  th e  m ind  o f  th e  

L o rd ?  O rw h o  h a th  b een  H is co u n se llo r? ... O fH im . an d  b y  H im . an d  in  H im , a re  a ll th in g s: to  H im  b e  g lo ry  

fo rev er.

B u t th e  o n ly  reaso n  w h y  th ese  u n fa th o m ab le  w ay s  o f  p ro v id en ce  a re  o b scu re  to  u s  is  th a t  th ey  a re  to o  

lu m in o u s fo r  th e  feeb le ey es  o f  o u r  m in d s. S im p le an d  h u m b le  so u ls  easily reco g n ize  th a t, fo r  a ll th e ir  

o b scu rity  an d  au ste rity ’ , th ese  ex a lted  w ay s  a re  w ay s  o f  g o o d n ess  an d  lo v e . S t. P au l  p o in ts  th is o u t  w h en  h e  

w rites  to  the  E p h esian s (3 : 1 8 ) : "I b o w  m y  k n ees  to  th e  F a th e r  o f  o u r  L o rd  Jesu s  C h ris t, o f  w h o m  a ll 

p a te rn ity  in  h eav en  an d  ea rth  is n am ed ... th a t y o u  m ay  b e  ab le  to  co m p reh en d , w ith  a ll th e  sa in ts, w h at  is  

th e  b read th  an d  len g th  an d  h e ig h t an d  d ep th , to  k n o w  a lso  th e  ch arity  o f  C h ris t, w h ich  su rp asse th  a ll 

k n o w led g e : th a t y o u  m ay  b e  filled u n to  a ll th e  fu lln ess o f  G o d ."

A m p litu de in  th e  w ay s  o f  p ro v id en ce  co n sis ts  in  th e ir  reach in g  to  ev ery  p art o f  th e  u n ive rse , to  a ll th e  so u ls  

o f  m en , to  ev ery ’ sec re t o f  th e  h eart. In  th e ir  len g th  th ey ex ten d  th ro u g h  ev ery  p erio d  o f  tim e , fro m  th e  

c rea tio n  d o w n  to  th e  en d  o f  tim e  an d  o n  to  th e  e te rn al life o f  th e  e lec t. T h e ir  d ep th  lie s in  th e  p erm issio n  o f  

ev il so m etim es  te rrib le  ev il an d  in  v iew  o f  so m e  h ig h er  p u rp o se  w h ich  w ill b e  seen  c learly  o n ly  in  h eav en . 

T h e ir h e igh t is m easu red  b y th e  su b lim ity o f  G o d 's  g lo ry an d  th e  g lo ry o f  th e  e lec t, th e  sp len d o r  o f  G o d 's  

re ig n  fin a lly an d  co m p le te ly estab lish ed  in  th e  so u ls o f  m en .

T h u s  p ro v id en ce  is m ad e  m an ifes t in  th e  g en eral  o u tlin es o f  th e  p lan  it p u rsu es, b u t its m o re  ex a lted  w ay s  

rem ain  fo r  u s  a  m y ste ry . N ev erth e less, little  b y  little " to  th e  rig h teo u s a  lig h t rises in  th e  d ark n ess"  (P s . 1 1 1  :

4 ).  E v ery  d ay  w e  can  g e t a  c lea re r  in s ig h t in to  th ese  w o rd s  o f  Isa ias (9 :2 ) : "T h e  p eo p le  th a t w alk ed  in  

d ark n ess  h av e  seen  a  g rea t lig h t: to  th em  th a t d w elt in  th e  reg io n  o f  th e  sh ad o w  o f  d ea th , lig h t is risen .  " 

A n d  g rad u a lly , if  w e  a re  fa ith fu l w e  lea rn  m o re  an d  m o re  each  d ay  to  ab an d o n  o u rse lv es  to  th a t d iv in e  

p ro v id en ce, w h ich , as  th e  can tic le  B en ed ic tu s say s, "d irec ts  o u r  s tep s  in to  th e  w ay  o f  p eace"  (L u k e 1 : 7 9 ).

A b an d o nm en t to  th e  d iv in e  w ill is th u s  o n e  o f  th e  fa ire st ex p ressio n s  o f  h o p e  co m b in ed  w ith  ch arity  o r  lo v e  

o f  G o d . In d eed , it in v o lv es th e  ex erc ise  to  an  em in en t d eg ree  o f  a ll th e  th eo lo g ica l v irtu es, b ecau se  p erfect  

se lf-ab an d o n m en t to  p ro v id en ce  is p erv ad ed  b y a  d eep  sp irit o f  fa ith , o f  co n fid en ce , an d  lo v e  fo r  G o d . A n d  



w h en  tliis se lf-ab an d o m n en t, fa r  fro m  in d u c in g  u s  to  fo ld  o u r  a rm s  an d  d o  n o th in g  as is th e  case  w ith  th e  

Q u ie tis ts . is acco m p an ied  b y  a  h u m b le , g en ero u s  fu lfilm en t o f  o u r  d a ily d u tie s , it is o n e  o f  th e  su res t w ay s  

o f  a rriv in g  a t u n io n  w ith  G o d  an d  o f  p rese rv in g  it u n b ro ken  ev en  in  th e  sev eres t  tr ia ls. O n ce  w e  h av e  d o n e  

o u r  u tm o st to  acco m p lish  th e  w ill o f  G o d  d ay  a fte r  d ay . w e  can  an d  w e  m u st  ab an d o n  o u rse lv es to  H im  in  

a ll e lse . In  th is w ay  w e  sh a ll fin d  p eace  ev en  in  tr ib u la tion . W e  sh a ll see  h o w  G o d  tak es  u p o n  H im se lf th e  

g u id ance  o f  so u ls  th a t, w h ile  co n tin u in g  to  p erfo rm  th e ir  d a ily d u tie s , ab an d o n  th em se lv es  co m p le te ly  to  

H im ; an d  th e  m o re  H e seem s  to  b lin d  th e ir ey es , th e  sa in ts  te ll u s. th e  m o re  su re ty  d o es  H e  lead  th em , 

u rg in g  th em  o n  in  th e ir u p w ard  co u rse  in to  a  lan d  w h ere , as S t. Jo h n  o f  th e  C ro ss say s, th e  b ea ten  track  h as  

d isap p eared , w h ere  th e  H o ly G h o st a lo n e can  d irec t th em  b y  H is d iv in e in sp ira tio n s.

1 8 .  P r o v id e n c e  A n d  P r a y e r

W h en  w e  re flec t o n  th e  in fa llib ility o f  G o d 's  fo rek n o w led g e  an d  th e  u n ch an geab lcn css  o f  th e  d ecrees  o f  

p ro v id en ce , n o t in freq u en tly  a  d ifficu lty  o ccu rs  to  th e  m ind . If  th is in fa llib le p ro v id en ce  em b races in  its  

u n iv e rsality  ev ery  p erio d  o f  tim e  an d  h as  fo reseen  a ll tilin g s , w h at can  b e  th e  u se  o f  p ray er?  H o w  is it 

p o ssib le  fo ru s  to  en lig h ten  G o d b y  o u r  p e titio n s, to  m ak e  H im  a lte r H is d esig n s , w h o  h as sa id : "I am  th e  

L o rd  an d  I  ch an g e  n o t"?  (M ai. 3 :6 .)  M u st  w e  co n c lu de  th a t p ray er  is o f  n o  av a il th a t it co m es to o  la te , th a t 

w h eth er  w e  p ray  o r  n o t. w h at is  to  b e  w ill b e?

O n  th e  co n trary , th e  G o sp e l  te lls u s: "A sk . an d  it sh a ll b e  g iv en  y o u "  (M att. 7 : 7 ). A  co m m o n place  w ith  

u n b e liev e rs an d  esp ec ia lly  w ith  th e  d e is ts  o f  th e  e ig h teen th  an d  n in e teen th  cen tu rie s, th is o b jec tio n  in  

rea lity a rises  fro m  an  e rro n eo u s  v iew  as  to  th e  p rim ary  so u rce  o f  e fficacy  in  p ray er  an d  th e  p u rp o se  fo r  

w h ich  it is in tend ed . T h e  so lu tio n  o f  th e  o b jec tio n  w ill sh ow  th e  in tim a te co n n ec tio n  b e tw een  p ray er  an d  

p ro v id en ce , s in ce  (1 ) it is fo u n d ed  u p o n  p ro v id en ce . (2 ) it is a  p rac tica l reco g n itio n  o f  p ro v id en ce , an d  (3 ) it 

co -o p era tes  in  th e  w o rk in g s  o f  p ro v id en ce.

P r o v id e n c e ,  th e  p r im a r y  c a u se  o f  e f f ic a c y  in  p r a y e r

W e  so m etim es sp eak  as  th o u g h  p ray er  w ere  a  fo rce  h av in g  th e  p rim ary  cau se  o f  its  e fficacy  in  o u rse lv es, 

seek in g  b y  w ay  o f  p ersu asio n  to  b en d  G o d 's  w ill to  o u r  o w n ; an d  fo rth w ith  th e  m ind  is co n fro n ted  w ith  th e  

d ifficu lty  ju s t m en tio n ed , th a t n o  o n e  can  en ligh ten  G o d  o r  p rev a il u p o n  H im  to  a lte r H is d esig n s.

A s c learly  sh o w n  b y  S t. A u g u stin e  an d  S t. T h o m as  (Ila  Ilae . q . 8 3 . a . 2 ). th e  tru th  is th a t p ray er  is n o t a  

fo rce  h av in g  its p rim ary  so u rce  in  o u rse lv es; it is n o t an  e ffo rt o f  th e  h u m an  so u l  to  b rin g  v io len ce  to  b ear  

u p o n  G o d  an d  co m p el  H im  to  a lte r th e  d isp o sitio n s o f  H is p ro v id en ce . If  w e  d o  o ccasio n a lly  m ak e  u se  o f  

th ese  ex p ress io n s, it is b y  w ay  o f  m etap h o r,  ju s t a  h u m an  w ay  o f  ex p ressin g  o u rse lv es. In  rea lity , th e  w ill o f  

G o d  is ab so lu te ly  u n ch an g eab le , as  u n ch an g eab le  as  it is m erc ifu l; y e t in  th is  v ery  u n ch an g eab len ess  th e  

e fficacy  o f  p ray er, rig h tly  sa id , h as  its so u rce , ev en  as  th e  so u rce  o f  a  s tream  is  to  b e  fo u n d  o n  th e  to p m ost 

h e ig h ts o f  th e  m o u n ta in s .

In  p o in t o f  fac t, b efo re  ev er  w e  o u rse lv es d ec id ed  to  h av e  reco u rse  to  p ray er, it w as  w illed  b y  G o d . F ro m  a ll 

e te rn ity  G o d  w illed  it to  b e  o n e  o f  th e  m o st  fru itfu l fac to rs  in  o u r  sp iritua l life , a  m ean s  o f  o b ta in in g  th e  

g races  n ecessa ry  to  reach  th e  g o a l  o f  o u r  life 's  jo u rn ey . T o  co n ce iv e  o f  G o d  as  n o t fo resee in g  an d  in ten d in g  

fro m  a ll e te rn ity ' th e  p ray ers  w e  ad d ress  to  H im  in  tim e  is  ju s t as  ch ild ish  as  th e  n o tio n  o f  a  G o d  su b jec ting  

H is w ill to  o u rs  an d  so  a lte rin g  H is d esig n s.

P rayer  is n o t o u r  in v en tio n . T h o se  firs t m em b ers o f  o u r  race . w h o . lik e  A b el ad d ressed  th e ir  su p p lica tio n s  

to  H im w ere  in sp ired  to  d o  so  b y  G o d  H im se lf. It  w as  H e  w h o  cau sed  it to  sp rin g  fro m  th e  h earts  o f  

p a tria rch s  an d  p ro p h e ts ; it is H e  w h o  co n tin u es to  in sp ire  it in  so u ls  th a t en g ag e  in  p ray er. H e  it is w h o  

th ro u g h H is S o n  b id s  u s. "A sk . an d  it sh a ll b e  g iv en  y o u : seek  an d  y o u  sh a ll fin d : k n o ck , an d  it sh a ll b e  

o p en ed  u n to  y o u "  (M att. 7 :7 ).



T h e  an sw er  to  th e  o b jec tio n  w e  h av e  m en tio n ed  is in  th e  m ain  q u ite  s im p le in  sp ite  o f  th e  m y ste ry  o f  g race  

it in v o lv es . T ru e  p ray er, p ray er  o ffe red  w ith  th e  req u isite  co n d itio n s , is in fa llib ly e fficac io u s  b ecau se  G o d  

h as  d ecreed  th a t  it sh a ll b e  so , an d  G o d  can n o t rev o k e  w h at  H e  h as  o n ce  d ecreed .

It  is n o t  o n ly  w h at  co m es  to  p ass  th a t h as  b een  fo reseen  an d  in ten d ed  (o r  a t an y  ra te  p erm itted ) b y  a  

p ro v id en tia l d ecree , b u t  th e  m an n er  a lso  in  w h ich  it co m es  to  p ass, th e  cau ses  th a t  b rin g  ab o u t th e  ev en t, th e  

m ean s  b y  w h ich  th e  en d  is a tta in ed .

P ro v iden ce , fo r  in s tan ce, h as  d e te rm in ed  fro m  a ll e te rn ity  th a t th e re  sh a ll b e  n o  h arv est w itho u t th e  so w in g  

o f  seed , n o  fam ily  life w ith o u t ce rta in  v irtu es, n o  so c ia l life w ith o u t au th o rity  an d  o b ed ien ce , n o  k n o w led g e  

w ith o u t m en ta l e ffo rt, n o  in terio r life w ith o u t  p ray er, n o  red em p tio n  w ith o u t a  R ed eem er, n o  sa lv a tio n  

w ith o u t th e  ap p lica tio n  o f  H is m erits  an d , in  th e  ad u lt, a  s in ce re  d esire  to  o b ta in  th a t sa lv atio n .

In  ev ery ' o rd er, fro m  th e  lo w est  to  th e  h ig h est, G o d  h as  h ad  in  v iew  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  ce rta in  e ffec ts an d  h as  

p rep ared  th e  n ecessa ry  cau ses: w ith  ce rta in  en d s  in  v iew  H e  h as  p rep ared  th e  m ean s  ad eq u a te  to  a tta in  

th em . F o r  th e  m ate ria l h arv est H e  h as  p rep ared  a  m ateria l seed , an d  fo r  th e  sp iritu a l h arv est a  sp iritua l seed , 

am o n g  w h ich  m u st  b e  in c lu d ed  p ray er.

P ray er, in  th e  sp iritu a l o rd er, is as m u ch  a  cau se  d estin ed  fro m  a ll e te rn ity b y p ro v id en ce  to  p ro d u ce  a  

ce rta in  e ffec t, th e  a tta in m en t o f  th e  g ifts o f  G o d  n ecessa ry  fo r  sa lv atio n , as  h ea t an d  e lec tric ity  in  th e  

p h y sica l  o rd er  a re  cau ses  th a t fro m  a ll e te rn ity ' a re  d estin ed  to  p ro d u ce  th e  e ffec ts  o f  o u r  ev ery d ay  

ex p erien ce .

H en ce , fa r  fro m  b e in g  o p p o sed  to  th e  e fficacy  o f  p ray er, th e  u n ch an geab len ess  o f  G o d  is th e  u ltim a te  

g u aran ty  o f  th a t e fficacy . B u t m o re  th an  th is . p ray er  m u st  b e  th e  ac t  b y w h ich  w e  co n tin u a lly  ack n o w led g e  

th a t w e  a re  su b jec t  to  th e  d iv in e g o v ernan ce .

P r a y e r ,  a n  a c t  o f  w o r sh ip  p a id  to  P r o v id e n c e

T h e  liv es o f  a ll c rea tu res  a re  b u t  a  g ift o f  G o d . y e t o n ly m en  an d  an g e ls can  b e  aw are  o f  th e  fac t. P lan ts  an d  

an im als rece iv e  w ith o u t  k n o w in g  th a t th ey  a re  receiv in g . It is th e  h eav en ly F a th e r, th e  G o sp e l  te lls u s. w h o  

feed s  th e  b ird s  o f  th e  a ir, b u t  th ey  a re  u n aw are  o f  it. M an , to o , liv es b y th e  g ifts  o f  G o d  an d  is ab le to  

reco g n ize  th e  fac t. If  th e  sen su a l  lo se  s ig h t  o f  it. th a t is b ecause  in  th em  reaso n  is sm o th ered  b y  p ass io n . If  

th e  p ro u d  re fu se  to  ack n o w led g e  it. th e  reaso n  is th a t th ey  a re  sp iritu a lly b lind ed  b y p rid e  cau sin g  th em  to  

ju d g e  a ll tilin g s  n o t  fro m  th e  h ig h est o f  m o tiv es  b u t fro m  w h at is  o ften  sh ee r  m ed iocrity an d  p a ltrin ess .

If  w e  a re  o f  so u n d  m in d , w e  a re  b o u n d  to  ack n o w led g e  w ith  S t. P au l  th a t w e  p o ssess  n o th in g  b u t w h at  w e  

h av e  rece iv ed : "W h at h ast  th o u  th a t th o u  h ast  n o t rece iv ed ?"  (I C o r. 4 :7 .) E x is ten ce , h ea lth  an d  s tren g th , th e  

lig h t o f  in te llig en ce , an y  su sta in ed  m o ra l en erg y  w e  m ay  h av e , su ccess  in  o u r  u n d ertak in g s, w h ere  th e  least 

tr ifle  m ig h t m ean  fa ilu re — a ll th ese  a re  th e  g ifts  o f  P ro v id en ce . A n d . tran scen d in g  reaso n , fa ith  te lls u s  th a t 

th e  g race  n ecessa ry  fo r  sa lv a tio n  an d  s till m o re  th e  H o ly G h o st w h o m  o u r  L o rd  p ro m ised  a re  p re -em in en tly  

th e  g ift o f  G o d , th e  g ift  th a t Jesu s  re fe rs  to  in  th ese  w o rd s  o f  H is  to  th e  S am aritan  w o m an . "If  th o u  d id st 

k n o w  th e  g ift o f  G o d " (Jo h n  4 :1 0 ).

T h u s  w h en  w e  ask  o f  G o d  in  th e  sp irit o f  fa ith  to  g iv e  h ea lth  to  th e  s ick , to  en ligh ten  o u r  m in d s so  th a t w e  

m ay  see  o u r  w ay  c learly  in  d ifficu ltie s , to  g iv e  u s  H is g race  to  re s is t tem p ta tio n  an d  p ersev ere  in  d o in g  

g o o d , th is  p ray er  o f  o u rs  is an  ac t  o f  w o rsh ip  p a id  to  P ro v id en ce .

M ark  h o w  o u r  L o rd  in v ite s u s  to  ren d er  th is  d a ily h o m ag e  to  P ro v id en ce , m o rn in g  an d  ev en in g , an d  

freq u en tly  in  th e  co u rse  o f  th e  d ay . R eca ll to  m in d  h o w  H e, a fte r  b id d in g  u s. "A sk  an d  it sh a ll  b e  g ix  en  

y o u "  (M att. 7 : 7 ), g o es  o n  to  b rin g  o u t  th e  g o o d n ess  o f  P ro v id en ce  in  o u r  reg a rd : "W h at m an  is th e re  am o n g  

y o u , o f  w h o m  if  h is so n  sh a ll ask  b read , w ill h e  reach  h im  a  s to n e?  O r  if  h e  sh a ll ask  h im  a  fish , w ill h e  

reach  h im  a  se rp en t?  If  y o u  th en  b e in g  ev il, k n o w  h o w  to  g iv e  g o o d  g ifts to  y o u r  ch ild ren : h o w  m u ch  m o re  

w ill y o u r  F a th e r  w h o  is in  h eav en  g iv e g o o d  th in g s to  th em  th a t ask  H im ?" (M att. 7 : 7 . 9 -1 1 .) O u r  L o rd 's  



s ta tem en t ca rrie s its o w n  p ro o f. If  th e re  is an y  k in d n ess  in  a  fa th e r 's h eart, d o es it n o t co m e  to  h im  fro m  th e  

h eart o f  G o d  o r  fro m  H is lo v e?

S o m etim es in d eed  G o d  m ig h t b e  sa id  to  rev e rse  th e  p arts , w h en  th ro u g h  H is p rev en ien t ac tu al  g races  H e  

u rg es  u s  to  p ray , to  ren d er  d u e  h o m ag e  to  H is p ro v id en ce  an d  o b ta in  fro m  it w h at w e  s tand  m o st in  n eed  o f. 

R eca ll, fo r  in stan ce , h o w  o u r  L o rd  led  o n  th e  S am aritan  w o m an  to  p ray : "If  th o u  d id st  k n o w  th e  g ift o f  G o d  

an d  w h o  H e  is  th a t sa ith to  th ee : G iv e  m e  to  d rin k : th o u  p erh ap s  w o u ld st h av e  ask ed  o f  H im , an d  H e w o u ld  

h av e  g iv en  th ee  liv in g  w ate r... sp rin g in g  u p  in to  life ev erlas tin g " (Jo h n  4 :1 0 . 1 4 ). T h e  L o rd  en trea ts u s  to  

co m e  to  H im ; H e  w aits  fo r  u s  p a tien tly , a lw ay s eag er to  listen  to  u s.

T h e  L o rd  is lik e a  fa th e r  w h o  h as  a lread y  d ec id ed  to  g ran t so m e  fav o r  to  H is ch ild ren , y e t  p ro m p ts  th em  to  

ask  it o f  H im . Jesu s  firs t w illed  th a t  th e  S am aritan  w o m an  sh o u ld  b e  co n v erted  an d  th en  g rad u a lly  cau sed  

h er  to  b u rst  fo rth  in  h eartfe lt p ray er; fo r  san c tify ing  g race  is n o t  lik e a  liq u id th a t is p o u red  in to  an  in e rt 

v esse l; it is a  n ew  life , w h ich  th e  ad u lt w ill rece iv e  o n ly  if  h e  d esires it.

S o m etim es G o d  seem s  to  tu rn  a  d eaf  ea r  to  o u r  p ray er, esp ec ia lly  w h en  it is n o t  su ffic ien tly  free  fro m  se lf

in te rest, seek in g  tem p o ra l b less in g s  fo r  th e ir o w n  sak e  ra th e r  th an  as  u se fu l  fo r  sa lv a tio n . T h en  g rad u a lly  

g race  in v ite s u s  to  p ray  b e tte r, rem in d in g  u s  o f  th e  G o sp e l  w o rd s: "S eek  y e  firs t th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  an d  

H is ju s tice : an d  a ll th ese  th in g s sh a ll  b e  ad d ed  u n to  y o u "  (M att. 6 :3 3 ).

In d eed  a t tim es it seem s  th a t G o d  rep u lses  u s  as  if  to  see  w h eth er  w e  sh a ll  p ersev ere  in  o u r  p ray er. H e  d id  

so  to  th e  C an aan ite w o m an . T h e  h arsh n ess  o fH is  w o rd s  to  h er  seem ed  lik e a  re fu sa l: "I w as  n o t sen t  b u t  to  

th e  sh eep  th a t a re  lo s t o f  th e  h o u se  o f  Israe l. .. It is n o t  g o o d  to  tak e  th e  b read  o f  th e  ch ild ren  an d  to  cast it to  

th e  d o g s.  "  In sp ired  u n d o u b ted ly  b y  g race  th a t cam e  to  h er  fro m  C h ris t, th e  w o m an  rep lied : "Y ea , L o rd : fo r  

th e  w h elp s  a lso  ea t o f  th e  c ru m b s  th a t  fa ll fro m  th e  tab le  o f  th e ir m aste rs .  " "O  w o m an , "  Jesu s  sa id , "g rea t is  

th y  fa ith . B e it d o n e  to  th ee  as  th o u  w ilt" (M att. 1 5 : 2 3 , 2 6 -2 8 ). A n d  h er  d au g h ter  w as  d e live red  fro m  th e  

d em o n  th a t w as  to rm en tin g  h er.

W h en  w e  rea lly  p ray , it is an  ack n o w led g m en t, a  p rac tica l  an d  n o t  m ere ly  ab strac t o r  th eo re tica l 

ack n o w led g m en t, th a t w e  a re  u n d er  th e  d iv in e g o v ern ance , w h ich  in fin ite ly  tran scen d s  th e  g o v ern an ce  o f  

m en . W h eth er  o u r  p ray er  tak es  th e  fo rm  o f  ad o ra tio n  o r  su p p lica tio n  o r  th an k sg iv in g  o r  rep a ratio n , it 

sh o u ld  th u s  u n ceasin g ly  ren d er  to  p ro v id en ce  th a t h o m ag e  w h ich  is its d u e .

P r a y e r  c o -o p e r a te s  in  th e  d iv in e  g o v e r n a n c e

P ray er  is n o t in  o p p o sitio n  to  th e  d esig n s  o f  P ro v id en ce  an d  d o es  n o t seek  to  a lte r th em , b u t  ac tu a lly  co 

o p era tes in  th e  d iv in e g o v ern ance , fo r  w h en  w e  p ray  w e  b eg in  to  w ish  in  tim e  w h at G o d  w ills fo r  u s  fro m  

a ll e te rn ity .

W h en  w e  p ray , it m ay  seem  th a t th e  d iv in e w ill su bm its  to  o u r  o w n , w h ereas  in  rea lity  it is o u r  w ill th a t is  

u p lifted  an d  m ad e  to  h arm o n ize  w ith  th e  d iv in e w ill. A ll p ray er, so  th e  F a th e rs say , is an  u p lifting  o f  th e  

so u l to  G o d , w h eth er  it; b e  p ray er  o f  p e titio n , o f  ad o ra tio n , o f  p ra ise , o r  o f  th an k sg iv in g , o r  th e  p ray er  o f  

rep a ra tio n  w h ich  m ak es  h o n o rab le  am end s.

O n e  w h o  p ray s  p ro p erly , w ith  h u m ility , co n fid en ce , an d  p ersev eran ce , ask in g  fo r  th e  th in g s n ecessa ry  fo r  

sa lva tio n , d o es  u n d o u b ted ly  co -o p era te  in  th e  d iv in e g o v ern an ce . In  s tead  o f  o n e , th e re  a re  n o w  tw o  w h o  

d esire  th ese  th in g s . It  is G o d  o f  co u rse  w h o  co n v erted  th e  s in n er fo r  w h o m  w e  h av e  so  lo n g  b een  p ray in g ; 

n ev erth e less w e  h av e  b een  G o d 's  p artn e rs in  th e  co n v ers io n . It  is G o d  w h o  g av e  to  th e  so u l in  tr ib u la tio n  

th a t lig h t an d  s tren g th  fo r  w h ich  w e  h av e  so  lo n g  b eso u g h t  H im ; y e t  fro m  a ll e te rn ity  H e d ec id ed  to  

p ro d u ce  th is  sa lu tary  e ffec t o n ly  w ith  o u r  co -o p era tio n  an d  as  th e  re su lt o f  o u r  in te rcessio n .

T h e  co n seq uen ces  o f  th is  p rin c ip le  a re  n u m ero u s . F irst, th e  m o re  p ray er  is in  co n fo rm ity  w ith  th e  d iv in e  

in ten tio n s , th e  m o re  c lo se ly  d o es  it co -o p era te  in  th e  d iv in e g o v ern an ce . T h a t  th e re  m ay  b e  ev er  m o re  o f  

th is co n fo rm ity  in  o u r  p ray er, le t u s  ev ery  d ay  say  th e  O u r  F a th e r  s lo w ly  an d  w ith  g rea t a tten tio n ; le t u s  



m ed ita te  u po n  it. w ith  lo v e acco m p an y in g  o u r  fa ith . T h is  lo v in g  m ed ita tio n  w ill b eco m e  co n tem p la tio n , 

w h ich  w ill en su re  fo r  u s  th e  h a llo w in g  an d  g lo rify in g  o f  G o d 's  n am e  b o th  in  o u rse lv es an d  in  th o se  ab o u t 

u s, th e  co m in g  o f  H is k in g d o m  an d  th e  fu lfilm en t o f  H is w ill h ere  o n  ea rth  as  in  h eav en . It  w ill o b ta in  fo r  

u s  a lso  th e  fo rg iv en ess  o f  o u r  s in s an d  d e liv eran ce fro m  ev il as  w ell as  o u r  san c tifica tio n  an d  sa lv a tion .

F ro m  tliis it fo llo w s  th a t o u r  p ray er  w ill b e  th e  p u re r  an d  m o re  e fficac io u s  w h en  w e  p ray  in  C h rist's  n am e  

an d  o ffe r  to  G o d , in  co m p en sa tio n  fo r  th e  im p erfec tio n s  o f  o u r  o w n  lo v e  an d  ad o ra tio n , th o se  ac ts  o f  lo v e  

an d  ad o ra tio n  th a t sp rin g  fro m  H is h o ly  so u l.

A  C h ristian  w h o  say s  th e  O u r  F a th e r  d ay  b y  d ay  w ith  g rad u a lly  in c reas in g  fe rv o r, w h o  say s  it fro m  th e  

b o tto m  o f  h is h eart, fo r  o th e rs  as  w ell  as  fo r  h im se lf, u n d o u b ted ly  co o p era tes  v ery  m u ch  in  th e  d iv in e  

g o v ern an ce . H e  co -o p era tes  fa r  m o re  th an  th e  sc ien tis ts w h o  h av e  d isco v ered  th e  law s  g o v ern in g  th e  s ta rs  

in  th e ir co u rses  o r  th e  g rea t  p h y sic ian s  w h o  h av e  fo u n d  cu res  fo r  so m e  te rrib le  d iseases. T h e  p ray er  o f  S t. 

F ran c is . S t. D o m in ic , o r, to  co m e  n eare r  to  o u r  o w n  tim es. S t. T eresa  o f  th e  C h ild  Jesu s , h ad  an  in flu en ce  

ce rta in ty  n o t le ss p o w erfu l  th an  th a t o f  a  N ew ton  o r  a  P asteu r. O n e  w h o  rea lty  p ray s  as  th e  sa in ts  h av e  

p ray ed , co -o p era tes in  th e  sav in g  n o t o n ly  o f  b o d ies b u t o f  so u ls . E v ery  so u l th ro ug h  its h ig h er  facu ltie s , 

o p en s  u p o n  th e  in fin ite , an d  is . as  it w ere , a  u n iv e rse  g rav ita tin g  to w ard  G o d .

C lo se  a tten tio n  to  th ese  in tim a te re la tio n s b e tw een  p ray er  an d  p ro v id en ce  w ill sh ow  th a t p ray er  is  

u n d o u b ted ly  a  m o re  p o ten t fo rce  th an  e ith e r  w ealth  o r  sc ien ce . N o  d o u b t sc ien ce  acco m p lish es m arv elo u s  

tilin g s; b u t it is acq u ired  b y  h u m an  m ean s, an d  its e ffec ts a re  co n fin ed  w ith in  h u m an  lim its . P ray er, in d eed , 

is a  su p ern a tu ra l en erg y  w ith  an  e fficacy  co m in g  fro m  G o d  an d  th e  in fin ite m erits  o f  C h ris t, an d  fro m  

ac tu al  g race  th a t lead s  u s  o n  to  p ray . It is a  sp iritu a l en erg y  m o re  p o ten t th an  a ll th e  fo rces  o f  n a tu re  

to g e th e r. It can  o b ta in  fo r  u s  w h at G o d  a lo n e  can  b estow  , th e  g race  o f  co n trition  an d  o f  p erfec t ch arity , th e  

g race  a lso  o f  e te rn a l life , th e  v ery  en d  an d  p u rp o se  o f  th e  d iv in e g o v ern ance , th e  fin a l m an ifes ta tio n  o f  its  

g o o d n ess.

A t a  tim e  w h en  so  m an y  p erils th rea ten  th e  w h o le  w o rld , w e  n eed  m o re  to  re flec t o n  th e  n ecess ity  an d  

su b lim ity o f  tru e  p ray er, esp ec ia lly  w h en  it is u n ited  w  ith  th e  p ray er  o f  o u r  L o rd  an d  o f  o u r  L ad y . T h e  

p resen t w id esp read  d iso rd e r  m u st  b y  co n tras t s tim u la te  u s  co n stan tly  to  re flec t th a t w e  a re  su b jec t n o t o n ly  

to  th e  o ften  u n reaso n in g , im p ru d en t g o v erm n en t o f  m en . b u t a lso  to  G o d 's  in fin ite ly w ise  g o v ern an ce. G o d  

n ev er  p erm its ev il ex cep t in  v iew  o f  so m e  g rea te r  g o o d . H e  w ills th a t w e  co -o p erate  in  tliis g o o d  b y  a  

p ray er  th a t  b eco m es  d a ily m o re  s in ce re , m o re  h u m b le , m o re  p ro fo u nd , m o re  co n fid en t, m o re  p ersev erin g ,  

b y  a  p ray er  u n ited  w ith  ac tio n , in  o rd er  th a t each  su cceed in g  d ay  sh a ll see  m o re  p erfec tly  rea lized  in  u s  an d  

in  th o se  ab o u t u s  th a t p e titio n  o f  th e  O u r  F a the r: "T h y  w ill b e  d o n e  o n  ea rth  as  it is in  h eav en ." A t a  tim e  

w h en  B o lsh ev ism  is  p u ttin g  fo rth  ev ery  e ffo rt  ag a in st G o d . it b eh o o v es  u s  to  rep ea t it ag a in  an d  ag a in  w ith  

ev er  d eep en in g  s in ce rity , in  ac tio n  as  w ell as  in  w o rd , so  th a t as  tim e  g o es  o n  G o d 's  re ig n  m ay  su p ersed e  

th e  re ig n  o f  g reed  an d  p rid e . T h u s  in  a  co n cre te , p rac tica l  w ay  w e  sh a ll a t o n ce  see  th a t G o d  p erm its  th ese  

p resen t ev ils o n ly  b ecau se  H e h as so m e  h ig h er  p u rp o se  in  v iew , w h ich  it w ill b e  g ran ted  u s  to  see. if  n o t in  

tliis  w o rld , a t an y  ra te  a fte r  o u r  d ea th

P A R T  I V  : S E L F -A B A N D O N M E N T  T O  P R O V ID E N C E

1 9 .  W h y  A n d  I n  W h a t  M a tte r s  W e  S h o u ld  A b a n d o n  O u r se lv e s  T o  P r o v id e n c e

T h e  d o c trin e  o f  se lf-ab an d o n m en t to  d iv in e p ro v id en ce  is a d o c trin e  o b v io u sly  fo u n d ed  o n  th e  G o spe l b u t 

it h as  b een  fa lse ly  co n stru ed  b y  th e  Q u ie tis ts . w h o  g av e  th em se lv es u p  to  a  sp iritua l s lo th , m o re  o r  le ss  

ren o u n ced  th e  s tru g g le  n ecessa ry  fo r  th e  a tta in m en t o f  p erfec tio n , an d  se rio usly  d ep rec ia ted  th e  v a lu e  an d  

n ecess ity  o f  h o p e  o r  co n fid en ce  in  G o d . o f  w h ich  tru e  se lf-ab an d o n m en t is  a  h ig h er  fo rm .

B u t it is p o ssib le  a lso  to  d ep art fro m  th e  G o sp e l  teach in g  o n  tliis  p o in t in  a  sen se  en tire ty  o p p o site  to  th a t o f  

th e  Q u ie tists w ith  th e ir id le rep o se , b y  g o in g  to  th e  o th e r  ex trem e  o f  a  u se less  d isq u ie t an d  ag ita tio n .



H ere  as  e lsew h ere  th e  tru th  is  th e  cu lm in a tin g p o in t ly in g  b e tw een  an d  tran scen d in g  th ese  tw o  ex trem e  

co n flic tin g  e rro rs . It b eh o o v es  u s  th e refo re  to  d e te rm in e  ex ac tly  th e  m ean in g  an d  im po rt o f  th e  tru e  d o c trin e  

o f  se lf-ab an d o n m en t  to  th e  w ill o f  G o d  if  w e  a re  to  b e  sav ed  fro m  th ese  so p h is tries , w h ich  h av e  n o  m o re  

th an  a  fa lse  ap p earan ce  o f  C h ristian  p erfec tion .

W e  sh a ll  first see  w h y  it is w e  sh o u ld  p rac tice  th is  se lf-ab an d o n m en t to  P ro v iden ce , an d  th en  in  w h at 

m atte rs . A fte r  th a t w e  sh a ll see  w h at  fo rm  it sh o u ld  tak e  an d  w h at  is  th e  a ttitu d e  o f  P ro v id en ce  to w ard  th o se  

w h o  ab an d o n  th em se lv es  co m p le te ly  to  it.

W e  sh a ll g e t o u r  in sp ira tio n  fro m  th e  teach in g  o f  S t. F ran c is  d e  S a les . [5 0 ] B o ssu e t, [5 1 ] P ere  P iny , O .P ., 

[5 2 ] an d  P ere  d e  C au ssade , S .J. [5 3 ]

W h y  w e  s h o u ld  a b a n d o n  o u r s e lv e s  to  d iv in e  p r o v id e n c e

T h e  an sw er  o f  ev ery  C h ristian  w ill b e  th a t th e  reason  lie s in  th e  w isd o m  an d  g o o d n ess  o f  P ro v id en ce . T h is  

is v ery  tru e ; n ev erth eless, if  w e  a re  to  h av e  a  p ro p er  u n d ers tan d in g  o f  th e  su b jec t, if  w e  a re  to  av o id  th e  

e rro r  o f  th e  Q u ie tists in  ren o u n c in g  m o re  o r  le ss  th e  v irtu e  o f  h o p e  an d  th e  s tru g g le  n ecessa ry  fo r  sa lv a tio n , 

if  w e  a re  to  av o id  a lso  th e  o th e r  ex trem e  o f  d isq u ie t, p rec ip ita tio n , an d  a  fev e rish , fru itless  ag ita tio n , it is  

ex p ed ien t fo r  u s  to  lay d o w n  fo u r  p rin c ip les a lread y  so m ew h at  access ib le  to  n a tu ra l reaso n  an d  c learly  se t 

fo rth  in  rev e la tio n  as  fo u n d  in  S crip tu re . T h ese  p rin c ip les u n d erly in g  th e  tru e  d o c trin e  o f  se lf-aban d o n m en t,  

a lso  b rin g  o u t  th e  m o tive  in sp irin g  it.

T h e  firs t o f  th ese  p rin c ip les is th a t ev ery th in g  w h ich  co m es  to  p ass  h as  b een  fo reseen  b y  G o d  fro m  a ll 

e te rn ity , an d  h as  b een  w illed  o r  a t  leas t p erm itted  b y  H im .

N o th in g  co m es  to  p ass  e ith e r  in  th e  m ateria l o r  in  th e  sp iritu a l w o rld , b u t  G o d  h as  fo reseen  it fro m  a ll 

e te rn ity ; b ecau se  w ith  H im  th e re  ii n o  p assin g  fro m  ig n o ran ce  to  k n o w led g e  as  w ith  u s, an d  H e h as  n o th in g  

to  lea rn  fro m  ev en ts  as  th ey  o ccu r. N o t  o n ly  h as G o d  fo reseen  ev ery th in g  th a t is h ap p en in g  n o w  o r  w ill 

h ap p en  in  th e  fu tu re , b u t  w h atev er  rea lity  an d  g o o d n ess  th e re  is in  th ese  th in g s  H e h as  w illed ; an d  w h atev er  

ev il o r  m o ra l d iso rd e r  is in  th em , H e h as  m ere ly  p erm itted . H o ly S crip tu re  is ex p lic it o n  th is  p o in t, an d , as  

th e  co u n c ils h av e  d ec lared , n o  ro o m  is le ft fo r  d o u b t  in  th e  m atte r.

T h e  secon d  p rin c ip le  is th a t n o th in g  can  b e  w illed  o r  p erm itted  b y  G o d  th a t  d o es  n o t  co n trib u te  to  th e  en d  

H e  p u rp o sed  in  c rea tin g , w h ich  is  th e  m an ifes ta tio n  o f  H is g o o d n ess  an d  in fin ite p erfec tio n s , an d  th e  g lo ry  

o f  th e  G o d -m an  Jesu s  C h ris t, H is o n ly S o n . A s S t. P au l say s (I C o r. 2 :2 3 ), "A ll a re  y o u rs . A n d  y o u  a re  

C h rist's . A n d  C h ris t is G o d 's."

In  ad d itio n  to  th ese  tw o  p rin c ip les , th e re  is a  th ird , w h ich  S t. P au l  s ta te s  th u s (R o m . 8 :2 8 ) : "W e  k n o w  th a t 

to  th em  th a t lo v e  G o d  a ll th in g s  w o rk  to g e the r  u n to  g o o d : to  su ch  as , acco rd in g  to  H is p u rp ose , a re  ca lled  to  

b e  sa in ts"  an d  p ersev ere  in  H is lo v e . G o d  sees  to  it th a t  ev ery th in g  co n trib u tes  to  th e ir  sp iritu a l w elfa re , n o t 

o n ly  th e  g race  H e  b esto w s  o n  th em , n o t  o n ly  th o se  n a tu ra l  q u a litie s H e  en d o w s  th em  w ith , b u t  s ick n ess  to o , 

an d  co n trad ic tio n s  an d  rev e rses; as S t. A u g u stin e  te lls u s, ev en th e ir  v ery  s in s, w h ich  G o d  o n ly  p erm its in  

o rd er  to  lead  th em  o n  to  a  tru e r  h u m ility an d  th e reb y  to  a  p u re r  lo v e . It  w as  th u s  H e  p erm itted  th e  th ree fo ld  

d en ia l o f  S t. P e ter, to  m ak e  th e  g rea t  A p o stle m o re  h u m b le , m o re  m istru stfu l  o f  se lf, an d  b y  th is  v ery  m ean s  

b eco m e  s tro n g er  an d  tru s t m o re  in  th e  d iv in e m ercy .

T h ese  firs t th ree  p rin c ip les m ay  th e refo re  b e  su m m ed  u p  in  th is  w ay : N o th in g  co m es  to  p ass  b u t  G o d  h as  

fo reseen  it, w illed  it o r  a t  leas t p erm itted  it. H e w ills n o th in g , p erm its n o th in g , u n less fo r  th e  m an ifes ta tio n  

o f  H is g o o d n ess  an d  in fin ite p erfec tio n s , fo r  th e  g lo ry  o f  H is S o n , an d  th e  w elfa re  o f  th o se  th a t lo v e  H im . In  

v iew  o f  th ese  th ree  p rinc ip les , it is ev id en t th a t o u r  tru st  in  P ro v id en ce  can n o t  b e  to o  ch ild lik e , to o  

s tead fas t. In d eed , w e  m ay  g o  fu rth e r  an d  say  th a t  th is  tru s t in  P ro v id en ce  sh o u ld  b e  b lind  as  is o u r  fa ith , th e  

o b jec t o f  w h ich  is th o se  m y ste rie s  th a t a re  n o n -ev id en t an d  u n seen  (fid es est d e  n o n  v is is) fo r  w e  a re  ce rta in  

b efo reh an d  th a t  P ro v id en ce  is d irec tin g  a ll th in g s in fa llib ly to  a  g o o d  p u rp o se , an d  w e  a re  m o re  co n v inced  



o f  th e  rec titu d e  o f  H is d esig n s  th an  w e  a re  o f  th e  b est o f  o u r  o w n  in ten tio n s . T h ere fo re , in  ab an d on in g  

o u rse lv es  to  G o d , a ll w e  h av e  to  fea r  is th a t o u r  su b m issio n  w ill n o t  b e  w h o leh earted  en o u g h . [5 4 ]

In  v iew  o f  Q u ie tism , h o w ev er, th is  la s t sen ten ce  o b liges u s  to  lay d o w n  a  fo u rth  p rin c ip le  n o  le ss ce rta in  

th an  th e  p rin c ip les th a t h av e  p reced ed . T h e  p rin c ip le  is . th a t o b v io u sly se lf-ab an d o n m en t d o es  n o t d isp en se  

u s  fro m  d o in g  ev ery th in g  in  o u r  p o w er  to  fu lfil G o d 's  w ill as  m ad e  k n o w n  in  th e  co m m an d m en ts an d  

co u n se ls , an d  in  th e  ev en ts  o f  life ; b u t so  lo n g  as  w e  h av e  th e  s in ce re  d esire  to  ca riy  o u t  H is w ill th u s  m ad e  

k n o w n  fro m  d ay  to  d ay . w e  can  an d  in d eed  w e  m u st ab an d o n  o u rse lves  fo r  th e  re s t to  th e  d iv in e w ill o f  

g o o d  p leasu re , n o  m atte r  h o w  m y ste rio u s  it m ay  b e . an d  th u s  av o id  a  u se less  d isq u ie t an d  m ere  ag ita tio n . 

[5 5 ]

T h is fo u rth  p rin c ip le  is ex p ressed  in  éq u iv a len t te rm s  b y  th e  C o u n c il o f  T ren t (S ess . V I, cap . 1 3 ), w h en  it 

d ec la res  th a t w e  m u st a ll h av e  firm  h o p e  in G o d 's  assis tan ce  an d  p u t o u r  tru s t in  H im , b e in g  ca re fu l  a t  th e  

sam e  tim e  to  k eep  H is co m m and m en ts. A s  th e  w ell-kn o w n  p ro v erb  h as  it: "D o  w h at  y o u  o u g h t, co m e  w h at 

m ay ."

A ll th eo lo g ian s ex p la in  w h at  is m ean t b y  th e  d iv in e w ill as  ex p ressed : ex p ressed , th a t is . in  th e  

co m m an d m en ts, in  th e  sp irit u n d erly in g  th e  co u n se ls , an d  in  th e  ev en ts  o f  life . [5 6 ] T h ey  ad d  th a t, w h ile  

co n fo rm in g  o u rse lv es  to  H is ex p ressed  w ill, [5 7 ] w e  m u st ab an d o n  o u rse lv es  to  H is d iv in e w ill o f  g o o d  

p leasu re , h o w ev er  m y ste rio u s  it m ay  b e . fo r  w e  a re  ce rta in  b efo reh an d  th a t in  its h o lin ess it w ills n o th in g , 

p erm its n o th in g , u n less  fo r  a  g o o d  p u rp o se .

W e  m u st  tak e  sp ec ia l n o te  h ere  o f  th ese  w o rd s  in  th e  G o sp e l o f  S t. L u k e  (1 6 :1 0 ): "H e th a t is fa ith fu l in  

th a t  w h ich  is least is fa ith fu l a lso  in  th a t w h ich  is g rea ter.  "  If  ev ery  d ay  w e  d o  w h at  w e  can  to  b e  fa ith fu l  to  

G o d  in  th e  o rd in a ry  ro u tin e  o f  life , w e  m ay  b e  co n fid en t  th a t  H e  w ill g iv e u s  g race  to  rem ain  fa ith fu l in  

w h atev er  ex trem ity  w e  m ay  fin d  o u rse lv es  th ro u g h  H is p erm iss io n ; an d  if  w e  h av e  to  su ffe r  fo r  H im , H e  

w ill g ix  e  u s  th e  g race  to  d ie  a  h ero ic  d ea th  ra th er  th an  b e  ash am ed  o f  H im  an d  b e tray  H im .

T h ese  a re  th e  p rin c ip les u n d erly in g  th e  d o c trin e  o f  tru s tin g  se lf-ab an d o n m en t. A ccep ted  as  th ey  a re  b y  a ll 

th eo lo g ian s , th ey  ex p ress  w h at is o f  C h ristian  fa ith  in  th is m atte r. T h e  g o ld en  m ean  is th u s  ab o v e  an d  

b e tw een  th e  tw o  e rro rs  m en tio n ed  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th is sec tio n . B y  co n stan t  fid e lity  to  d u ty , w e  av o id  

th e  fa lse  an d  id le rep o se  o f  th e  Q u ie tist, an d  o n  th e  o th e r  h an d  b y  a  tru s tfu l  se lf-ab an d o n m en t w e  a re  sav ed  

fro m  a  u se less  d isq u ie t an d  a  fru itle ss ag ita tio n . S e lf-ab an d o n m en t w o u ld  b e  s lo th  d id  it n o t  p resu p p o se  th is  

d a ily fid e lity , w h ich  in d eed  is a  so rt o f  sp rin g b o ard  fro m  w h ich  w e  m ay  sa fe ly  lau n ch  o u rse lv es in to  th e  

u n k n o w n . D aily  fid e lity to  th e  d iv in e w ill as  ex p ressed  g iv es  u s  a  so rt o f  rig h t  to  ab an d o n  o u rse lv es  

co m p le te ly  to  th e  d iv in e w ill o f  g o o d  p leasu re  as  y e t n o t  m ad e  k n o w n  to  u s.

A  fa ith fu l so u l  w ill o ften  reca ll to  m in d  th ese  w o rd s  o f  o u r  L o rd : "M y  m eat is to  d o  th e  w ill o f  H im  th a t 

sen t m e" (Jo h n  4 : 3 4 ). T h e  so u l  fin d s  its co n stan t n o u rish m en t in  th e  d iv in e w ill as  ex p ressed , ab an d on in g  

itse lf  to  th e  d iv in e w ill as  y e t n o t  m ad e  k n o w n , m u ch  as  a  sw im m er su p p o rts  h im se lf  o n  th e  p assin g  w av e  

an d  su rren d ers h im se lf  to  th e  o n co m in g  w av e , to  th a t o cean  th a t  m ig h t en g u lf  h im  b u t  th a t ac tu a lly  su sta in s, 

h im . S o  th e  so u l m u st  s trik e  o u t to w ard  th e  o p en  sea, in to  th e  in fin ite o cean  o f  b e in g , say s S t. Jo h n  

D am ascen e, b o rn e  u p  b y  th e  d iv in e w ill as m ad e  k n o w n  th e re  an d  th en  an d  ab an d o n in g  itse lf  to  th a t d iv in e  

w ill u p o n  w h ich  a ll su ccess ive  m o m en ts  o f  th e  fu tu re  d ep en d . T h e  fu tu re  is w ith  G o d . fu tu re  ev en ts  a re  in  

H is h an d s. If  th e  m erch an ts  to  w h o m  Jo sep h  w as  so ld  b y  h is  b re th ren  h ad  p assed  b y  o n e  h o u r  so o n er, h e  

w o u ld  n o t h av e  g o n e  in to  E g y p t, an d  th e  w h o le  co u rse  o f  h is life w o u ld  h av e  b een  ch an g ed . O u r  liv es a lso  

a re  d ep en d en t o n  ev en ts  co n tro lled  b y  G o d . D aily fid e lity  an d  tru s tin g  se lf-ab an d o n m en t th u s  g iv e  th e  

sp iritu a l life its b a lan ce , its s tab ility an d  h arm o n y . In  th is w ay  w e  liv e o u r  lu  es in  a lm o st co n tin u o u s  

reco llec tio n , in  an  ev er-in c reas in g  se lf-ab n eg atio n , an d  th ese  a re  th e  co n d itio n s n o rm ally  req u ired  fo r  

co n tem p la tio n  an d  u n io n  w ith  G o d . T h is, th en , is th e  reason  w h y  o u r  life sh o u ld  b e  o n e  o f  se lf

ab an d on m ent  to  th e  d iv in e w ill as  y e t u n k n o w n  to  u s  an d  a t th e  sam e  tim e su p p orted  ev ery  m o m en t  b y  th a t 

w ill as  a lread y  m ad e  k n o w n  to  u s.



In  th is u n io n  o f  fid e lity an d  se lf-ab an d o n m en t w e  h av e  so m e  id ea  o f  th e  w ay  in  w h ich  asce tic ism , in s is tin g  

o n  fid e lity o r  co n fo rm ity  to  th e  d iv in e w ill, sh o u ld  b e  u n ited  w ith  m y stic ism , w h ich  em p h asizes  se lf

ab an d o n m en t.

I n  w h a t  m a tte r s  w e  s h o u ld  a b a n d o n  o u r s e lv e s  to  d iv in e  P r o v id e n c e

O n ce  w e  h av e  co m p lied  w ith  th e  p rin c ip les  ju s t la id d o w n , w h en  w e  h av e  d o n e  a ll th a t th e  law  o f  G o d  an d  

C h ristian  p ru d en ce  d em an d , o u r  se lf-ab an d o n m en t sh o u ld  th en  em b race  ev ery th in g . W h at d o es  th is  

in v o lv e? In  th e  firs t p lace , o u r  w h o le  fu tu re , w h at o u r  c ircum stan ces  w ill  b e  to m o rro w , in  tw en ty  y ears  an d  

m o re . W e  m u st  a lso  ab an d o n  o u rse lv es  to  G o d  in  a ll th a t co n cern s  th e  p resen t, in  th e  m id st  o f  th e  

d ifficu ltie s w e  m ay  b e  ex p erien c in g  rig h t n o w  ; ev en  o u r  p ast life , o u r  p ast ac tio n s  w ith  a ll th e ir  

co n seq u en ces sh o u ld  b e  ab an d o n ed  to  th e  d iv in e m ercy .

W e  m u st lik ew ise  ab an d o n  o u rse lv es  to  G o d  in  a ll th a t a ffec ts  th e  b o d y , in  h ea lth  an d  s ick n ess , as  w ell  as  in  

a ll th a t a ffec ts  th e  so u l, w h eth er  it b e  jo y  o r  tr ib u la tio n , o f  lo n g  o r  b rie f  d u ra tio n . W e  m u st ab an d o n  

o u rse lv es  to  G o d  in  a ll th a t co n cern s  th e  g o o d  w ill o r  m alice o f  m en . [5 8 ] S ay s S t. P au l: [5 9 ]

If  G o d  b e  fo r  u s, w h o  is ag a in st  u s?  H e  th a t sp a red  n o t H is o w n  S o n , b u t  d e live red  H im  u p  fo r  u s  a ll h o w  

h a th  H e n o t a lso , w ith  H im , g iven  u s  a ll th in g s? ... W h o  th en  sh a ll sep ara te  u s  fro m  th e  lo v e  o f  C h ris t?  S h a ll 

tr ib u la tio n s? O r  d is tre ss?  O r  fam in e?  O r  n aked ness?  O r  d an g er?  O r  p ersecu tio n s?  O r  th e  sw o rd ? .  ..lam  

su re  th a t n e ithe r  d ea th , n o r  life , n o r  an g e ls , n o r  p rin c ip a litie s , n o r  p o w ers , n o r  th in g s  to  co m e, n o r  m ig h t, 

n o r  h e ig h t, n o r  d ep th , n o r  an y  o th e r  c rea tu re , sh a ll  b e  ab le  to  sep ara te  u s  fro m  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  w h ich  is in  

C h rist Jesu s  o u r  L o rd .

C o u ld  th e re  b e  a  m o re  p erfec t se lf-ab an d o n m en t in  th e  sp irit ; o f  fa ith , h o p e , an d  lo v e?  T h is is an  

ab an d on m ent  em b racin g  a ll th e  v ic iss itu d es  o f  th is w o rld , a ll th e  u p h eav a ls th a t m ay  co n v u lse  it. em b rac in g  

life an d  d ea th , th e  h o u r  o f  d ea th , an d  th e  c ircu m stan ces, p eacefu l  o r  v io len t, in  w h ich  w e  b rea th e  fo rth  o u r  

la st s ig h .

T h e  sam e  th o u g h t h as  b een  ex p ressed  in  the  p sa lm s  : "F ear th e  L o rd . .. fo r  th e re  is n o  w an t  to  th em  th a t fea r  

H im . T h e  rich  h av e  w an ted , an d  h av e  su ffe red  h u n g er:  b u t th ey  th a t seek  th e  L o rd  sh a ll n o t  b e  d ep riv ed  o f  

an y  g o o d  (P s. 3 3 :1 0 ) ; "0  h o w  g rea t is  th e  m u ltitu d e  o f  T h y  sw ee tn ess , O  L o rd , w h ich  T h o u  h ast h id d en  fo r  

th em  th a t fea r  T h ee! W h ich  T h o u  h ast w ro u g h t fo r  th em  th a t h o p e  in  T h ee .... T h o u  sh a ll h id e  th em  in  th e  

sec re t o f  T h y  face  fro m  th e  d is tu rb an ce  o f  m en . T h o u  sh a ft p ro tect  th em  in  T h y  tab e rn ac le  fro m  th e  

co n trad ic tio n  o f  to n g u es"  (P s . 3 0 :2 0 -2 1 ).

A n d  ag a in  Jo b : "I h av e  n o t s in n ed : an d  m y  ey e  ab id e th  in  b itte rn ess. D eliv e r m e, O  L o rd , an d  se t m e  b esid e  

T h ee  an d  le t an y  m an 's h an d  fig h t ag a in st m e" (1 7 :3 ).

T h u s, as reco rd ed  in  th e  B o o k  o f  D an ie l (1 3 :4 2 ). th e  d au g h te r  o f  H elc ias . th e  w o rth y  S u san n a , ab an d o n ed  

h erself  to  G o d  u n d er  th e  v ile ca lu m n ies o f  th e  tw o  an c ien ts .  "  O  e te rn al G o d , " sh e  c rie s, "w h o  k n o w est 

h id d en  th in g s, w h o  k n o w est a ll th in g s  b efo re  th ey  co m e  to  p ass, T h o u  k n o w est  th a t  th ey  h av e  b o rn e  fa lse  

w itn ess  ag a in st m e: an d  b eh o ld  I m u st d ie . w h ereas  I h av e  d o n e  n o n e  o f  th ese  th in g s w h ich  th ese  m en  h av e  

m alic io u sly  fo rg ed  ag a in st m e.  "  It is reco rd ed  in  th e  p ro p h ecy  h o w  th e  L o rd  h eard  th e  p ray er  o f  th is  n o b le  

w o m an : "A n d  w h en  sh e  w as  led  to  b e  p u t to  d ea th , th e  L o rd  ra ised  u p  th e  h o ly  sp irit o f  a  y o u n g  b o y  w h o se  

n am e  w as  D an ie l. A n d  h e  c ried  o u t  w  ith  a  lo u d  v o ice : I am  c lea r  o f  th e  b lo o d  o f  th is  w o m an . T h en  a ll th e  

p eo p le , tu rn in g  th em se lv es  to w ard  h im . sa id : W h at m ean e th  th is  w o rd  th a t th o u  h ast  sp o k en ?"  In sp ired  b y  

G o d . th e  y o un g  D an ie l th en  sh o w ed  h o w  h er  tw o  accu se rs  h ad  b o rn e  fa lse  w itn ess . S ep ara tin g  th em  o n e  

fro m  th e  o th er, h e  q u estio n ed  th em  ap art in  th e  p resen ce  o f  th e  p eo p le , an d  th u s  a ll u n in ten tio n ally th ey  

sh o w ed  b y  th e ir  co n trad ic to ry  s ta tem en ts  th a t th ey  h ad  lied .

W h at is o u r  p rac tica l  co n c lu sio n  to  b e?  It is th is , th a t in  d o in g  o u r  u tm o st  to  ca rry  o u t  o u r  d a ily  d u tie s  w e  

m u st fo r  the  re s t ab an d o n  o u rse lv es  to  d iv in e  p ro v id en ce , an d  th a t  w ith  th e  m o st ch ild lik e co n fid en ce . A n d  

if  w e  a re  rea lly s triv in g  to  b e  fa ith fu l in  little tilin g s , in  th e  p rac tice  o f  h u m ility , g en tlen ess , an d  p a tien ce , in  



th e  d a ily ro u tin e  o f  o u r  liv es . G o d  o n  H is p art  w ill g iv e u s  g race  to  b e  fa ith fu l  in  g rea te r  an d  m o re  d ifficu lt 

tilin g s , sh o u ld  H e p erch an ce  ask  th em  o f  u s; th en , in  th o se  ex cep tio n a l c ircum stan ces.  H e  w ill g iv e to  th o se  

th a t seek  H im  ex cep tio n a l g races .

In  p sa lm  5 4 : 2 3  w e  a re  to ld : "C ast th y  ca re  u p o n  th e  L o rd , an d  H e sh a ll su sta in  th ee : H e sh a ll n o t su ffe r  th e  

ju s t to  w av er  fo rev er.... B u t I  w ill tru st  T h ee . O L o rd ."

Im b u ed  w ith  th ese  sam e  sen tim en ts , S t. P au l  w rites to  th e  P h ilipp ians (4 :4 ) : "R e jo ice in  th e  L o rd  a lw ay s: 

ag a in . I say . re jo ice . L et y o u r  m o d esty  b e  k n o w n  to  a ll m en . T h e  L o rd  is n ig h . B e n o th in g  so lic ito u s: b u t in  

ev ery th in g , b y  p ray er  an d  su p p lica tio n , w ith  th an k sg iv in g , le t y o u r  p e titio n s  b e  m ad e  k n o w n  to  G o d . A n d  

th e  p eace  o f  G o d . w h ich  su rp assed !  a ll  u n d ers tan d in g , k eep  y o u r  h earts  an d  m in d s in  C h rist Jesu s ."

A g ain , in  o rd er  to  ex h o rt u s  to  h av e  co n fid en ce . S t. P e ter  te lls  u s  in  liis F irs t  E p istle (5 : 5 ): B e y e  h u m b led  

th e refo re  u n d er  th e  m ig h ty  h an d  o f  G o d . th a t H e  m ay  ex a lt y o u  in  th e  tim e  o f  v is ita tio n : castin g  a ll y o u r  

ca re  u p o n  H im . fo r  H e h a th  ca re  o f  y o u . B e so b er  an d  w atch :  b ecau se  y o u r  ad v ersa ry  th e  d ev il as  a  ro a rin g  

lio n , g o e th  ab o u t seek in g  w h o m  h e  m ay  d ev o ur. W h o m  re s ist  y e . s tro n g  in  fa ith : k n o w in g  th a t th e  sam e  

a fflic tio n  b efa lls y o u r  b re th ren  w h o  a re  in  th e  w o rld . B u t th e  G o d  o f  a ll g race , w h o  h a th  ca lled  u s  in to  H is  

e te rn al g lo ry  in  C h rist Jesu s , a fte r  y o u  h av e  su ffe red  a  little , w ill H im se lf p erfect  y o u  an d  co n firm  y o u  an d  

estab lish  y o u .

"B lessed a re  th ey  th a t tru s t in  H im " (P s. 2 :13 )."  T h ey  th a t h o p e  in  th e  L o rd , " say s  Isa ias , "sh a ll ren ew  th e ir  

s tren g th .... T h ey  sh a ll  w alk  an d  n o t  fa in t" (4 0 :3 1 ).

W e  h av e  a  p erfec t m o d el  o f  th is ab an d o n m en t  to  d iv in e p ro v id en ce  in  S t. Jo sep h , in  th e  m an y  d ifficu ltie s  

th a t b eset h im  a t th e  m o m en t o f  o u r  L o rd 's  b irth  a t B eth leh em , an d  ag a in  w h en  h e  h eard  th e  m o u rn fu l 

p ro p hecy  o f  th e  ag ed  S im eon , an d  d u rin g  a ll th e  tim e  th a t e lap sed  fro m  th e  flig h t aw ay  fro m  H ero d  in to  

E g y p t u n til th e  re tu rn  to  N azare th .

F o llo w in g Iris ex am p le , le t u s  liv e o u r  liv es in  th a t sam e  sp irit, fu lfillin g o u r  d a ily d u tie s , an d  th e  g race  o f  

G o d  w ill n ev er  b e  w an tin g . B y H is g race  w e  sh a ll b e  eq u a l to  an y th in g  H e  ask s  o f  u s. n o  m atte r  h o w  

d ifficu lt it m ay  so m etim es  b e .

2 0 .  T h e  M a n n e r  I n  W h ic h  W e  M u s t  A b a n d o n  O u r se lv e s  T o  P r o v id e n c e

W e  h av e  sa id  th a t it is  b ecau se  o f  th e  w isd o m  an d  g o o d n ess  o f  p ro v id en ce  th a t w e  sh o u ld  p u t o u r  tru st in  it 

an d  ab an d o n  o u rse lv es co m p le te ly  to  it; an d  fu rth e r, th a t, p ro v ided  w e  fu lfil o u r  d a ily d u tie s , th is se lf

su rren d er  sh o u ld  th en  em b race  ev ery th in g , a ll th a t co n cern s  b o th  so u l  an d  b o d y , rem em b erin g  th a t if  w e  a re  

fa ith fu l in  sm all tilin g s g race  w ill  b e  g iv en  u s  to  b e  fa itlifu l in  w h at is g rea te r.

N o w  le t u s  see  w h at  fo rm s  th is  co n fid en ce  an d  se lf-ab an d o n m en t m u st  tak e  acco rd in g  to  th e  n a tu re  o f  

ev en ts  as  th ese  d o  o r  d o  n o t  d ep en d  o n  th e  w ill o f  m an ; le t u s  see  w h at sp irit sh o u ld  an im ate  it, w h at  v irtu es  

sh o u ld  in sp ire  it.

O n  th e  v a r io u s  w a y s  o f  a b a n d o n in g  o n e se lf  to  p r o v id e n c e  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  e v e n t  1 6 0 1

In  o rd er  to  h av e  a  p ro p er  u n d ers tan d in g  o f  th e  d o c trin e  o f  h o ly  in d iffe ren ce , it is w ell to  p o in t o u t, as  

sp iritua l w rite rs freq u en tly  d o . [6 1 ] th a t o u r  se lf-ab an d o n m en t m u st  b e  in  d iffe ren t w ay s  in  so  fa r  as  ev en ts  

in d ep en d en t o f  th e  h u m an  w ill ca ll fo r  a  ty p e  o f  se lf-ab an d o n m en t d iffe ren t fro m  th a t req u ired  b y  th e  

in ju stice d o ne  to  u s  b y  m en , o r  o u r  p erso n a l s in s an d  th e ir co n seq u en ces .



W h ere  it co n cern s  ev en ts  in d epen d en t  o f  th e  h u m an  w ill (su ch  as  accid en ts  im p o ssib le  to  fo resee , in cu rab le  

d iseases), o u r  se lf-ab an d o n m en t can n o t  b e  to o  ab so lu te . R esis tan ce  h ere  w o u ld  b e  u se less  an d  w o u ld  o n ly  

se rv e  to  m ak e  u s  m o re  u n h ap p y ; w h ereas , b y  accep tin g  th em  in  th e  sp irit o f  fa ith , co n fid en ce  an d  lo v e , 

th ese  u n av o id ab le  su ffe rin g s  w ill b eco m e  v ery  m erito rio u s. [6 2 ] In  tim es  o f  a fflic tio n , as  o ften  as  w e  say , 

"T hy  w ill b e  d o n e , " w e  acq u ire  n ew  m erit, an d  th u s  w h at  is a  rea l tr ia l b eco m es  a  m ean s  o f  g rea t 

san c tifica tion . M o reo v er, ev en  in  tr ia ls th a t  m ay  co m e  u p o n  u s, b u t  w h ich  p erh ap s  w ill n ev er  m ate ria lize , 

se lf-ab an d o n m en t is s till o f  g rea t  p ro fit. In  p rep aring  to  sac rifice  h is so n  w ith  p erfec t se lf-ab an d o n m en t, 

A b rah am  g a ined  m u ch  m erit, ev en  th o u g h  in  th e  ev en t G o d  ceased  to  d em an d  it o f  h im . B y  th e  p rac tice  o f  

se lf-ab an d o n m en t tr ia ls p resen t an d  to  co m e  th u s  b eco m e  m ean s  o f  san c tifica tio n , th e  m o re  so  as  it is  

in sp ired  b y  a  m o re  in ten se  lo v e  fo r  G o d .

W h ere  it co n cern s  su ffe rin g s  b ro u g h t  u p o n  u s  th rou g h  th e  in ju s tice  o f  m en , th e ir ill w ill, th e ir u n fa irn ess  in  

th e ir d ea lin g s w ith  u s, th e ir  ca lu m n ies, w h at  m u st  o u r  a ttitu d e  b e?

S t. T h o m as, [6 3 ] sp eak in g  o f  th e  in ju ries an d  u n d eserv ed  rep ro ach es, th e  in su lts  an d  s lan d ers  th a t a ffec t 

o n ly  o u r  p erso n , d ec la res  w e  m u st  b e  read y  to  b ear  th em  w ith  p a tien ce  in  co m p lian ce  w ith  o u r  L o rd 's  

w o rd s: "If  o n e  s trik e  th ee  o n  th y  rig h t ch eek , tu rn  to  h im  a lso  th e  o th e r" (M att. 5 : 3 9 ). B u t, h e  co n tin u es , 

th e re  a re  o ccasio n s  w h en  so m e  an sw er  is ca lled  fo r. e ith er  fo r  th e  g o o d  o f  th e  p erso n  w h o  in ju res  u s, to  p u t 

a  s top  to  h is in so len ce , o r  to  av o id  th e  scan d al  su ch  s lan d ers  an d  ca lu m n ies  m ay  cau se . If  w e  d o  fee l  b o u n d  

to  re ta lia te an d  o ffe r  so m e  so rt o f  re s is tance , le t  u s  p u t  o u rse lv es  u n rese rv ed ly  in  G o d 's  h an d s  fo r  th e  

su ccess  o f  th e  s tep s  w e  tak e . In  o th e r  w o rd s , w e  m u st d ep lo re  an d  rep ro v e  th ese  ac ts  o f  in ju s tice  n o t 

b ecau se  th ey  a re  w o u n d in g  to  o u r  se lf-lo v e  an d  p rid e , b u t  b ecau se  th ey  a re  an  o ffen se  ag a in st G o d , 

en d an g ering  th e  sa lva tio n  o f  th e  g u ilty p arties  an d  o f  th o se  w h o  m ay  b e  led  astray  b y  th em .

S o  fa r  as  w e  a re  co n cern ed , w e  sh o u ld  see  in  th e  in ju s tice m en  d o  to  u s  th e  ac tio n  o f  d iv in e  ju s tice  

p erm ittin g  th is ev il in  o rd er  to  g iv e u s  an  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  ex p ia tin g  o th e r  an d  v ery  rea l fa ilin g s , fa ilin g s w ith  

w h ich  n o  o n e  rep ro ach es  u s. It  is  w ell  a lso  to  see  in  th is  so rt o f  tr ia l th e  ac tio n  o f  d iv in e m ercy , w h ich  

w o u ld  m ak e  o f  it a  m ean s  to  d e tach  u s  fro m  c rea tu res , to  rid  u s  o f  o u r  in o rd in ate  a ffec tio n s , o u r  p rid e  an d  

lu k e -w arm n ess , an d  th u s  o b lig e  u s  to  h av e  im m ed ia te reco u rse  to  a  fe rv en t  p ray er  o f  su p p lica tio n . 

S p iritu a lly th ese  ac ts  o f  in ju stice  a re  lik e th e  su rg eo n 's  k n ife , v ery  p a in fu l a t  tim es b u t  a  g rea t co rrectiv e . 

T h e  su ffe rin g  th ey  cau se  m u st b rin g  h o m e  to  u s  th e  v a lu e o f  tru e  ju s tice ; n o t  o n ly  m u st  it lead  u s  to  b e  ju s t 

in  o u r  d ea lin g s w ith  o u r  n e ig h b o r, b u t it m u st  g iv e  b irth  in  u s  to  th e  b ea titu d e  o f  th o se  w h o , as  th e  G o sp e l 

say s, h u n g er  an d  th irs t a fter  ju s tice  an d  w h o  sh a ll in d eed  h av e  th e ir fill.

A n d  so . in s tead  o f  u p se ttin g  an d  em b itte rin g  u s, m en 's  co n tem p t  fo r  u s  m ay  h av e  a  v ery  sa lu tary  e ffec t, b y  

im p ress in g  u s  w ith  th e  u tter  v an ity  o f  a ll h um an  g lo ry  an d  w ith  th e  su b lim ity  o f  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d  as  th e  

sa in ts h av e  u n d ersto o d  it. It is  th e  w ay  lead in g  to  th a t  tru e  h u m ility w h ich  cau ses  u s  to  accep t  co n tem p t  an d  

to  lo v e to  b e  treated  as  o b jec ts  w o rth y  o f  co n tem p t. [6 4 ]

L astly ', w h at  is  to  b e  o u r  a ttitu d e reg a rd in g  a ll th o se  v ex a tio n s  o f  ev ery  k in d  th a t a re  th e  re su lt  n o t o f  th e  

in ju stice  o f  o th e rs , b u t  o f  o u r  o w n  fa ilin g s , o u r  o w n  in d iscre tio n s  an d  w eak n esses?

In  th ese  fa ilin g s o f  o u rs  an d  th e ir co n seq u en ces , w e  m u st d is tin g u ish  th e  e lem en t o f  d iso rd e r  an d  g u ilt fro m  

th e  sa lu ta ry  h u m ilia tio n s re su ltin g  fro m  th em . W h atev er  o u r  se lf-lo v e  m ay  h av e  to  say . w e  can  n ev er  reg re t 

to o  k een ly  an y  in o rd in a ten ess  th e re  m ay  h ave  b een  in  o u r  ac tio n s, o n  acco u n t  o f  th e  w ro n g  it h as  d o n e  to  

G o d . an d  th e  h arm  it h as  d o n e  to  o u r  o w n  so u l  an d , as  an  a lm o st in v a riab le co n seq u en ce , to  th e  so u l  o f  o u r  

n e igh b o r. A s fo r  th e  sa lu ta ry h u m ilia tio n re su ltin g  fro m  it, w e  m u st  accep t  it  w ith  co m p lete  se lf

ab an d on m ent  acco rd in g  to  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  p sa lm  (1 1 8 : 7 1 -7 7 ) : "It is g o o d  fo r  m e  th a t T h o u  h ast h u m b led  

m e : th a t I m ay  lea rn  T h y  ju s tifica tio n s . T h e  law  o f  m y  m o u th  is g o o d  to  m e, ab o v e  th o u san d s  o f  g o ld  an d  

s ilv e r.... I k n o w , O  L o rd , th a t T h y  ju d g m en ts a re  eq u ity  : an d  in  T h y  tru th  T h o u  h as  h u m bled  m e. O  le t T h y  

m ercy  b e  fo r  m y  co m fo rt. ... L et T h y  ten d er  m erc ies co m e  u n to  m e, an d  I sh a ll liv e : fo r  T h y law  is m y  

m ed ita tion .  "



T h ese  h u m ilia tio n s re su ltin g  fro m  o u r  p erso n a l  fa ilin gs a re  th e  tru e  rem ed y  fo r  th a t  ex ag g era ted  estim a te  o f  

o u rse lv es  to  w h ich  w e  so  o ften  c lin g  in  sp ite  o f  th e  d isap p ro v a l an d  co n tem p t  o th e rs sh ow  fo r  u s. It ev en  

h ap p en s  th a t  p rid e  h ard en s  u s  to  h u m ilia tio n s fro m  a  p u re ly  ex te rn a l so u rce , an d  cau ses  u s  to  o ffe r  to  

o u rse lv es  th e  in cen se  o th e rs  re fu se  u s. T h is is o n e  o f  th e  m o st  su b tle  an d  d an g ero u s  fo rm s  o f  se lf-lo v e  an d  

p rid e , an d , to  co rrec t it, th e  d iv in e m ercy  m ak es  u se  o f  th o se  h u m ilia tio n s w h ich  a re  th e  re su lt  o f  o u r  o w n  

fa ilin g s; in  its lo v in g  k in d n ess it m ak es  th o se  v ery  fa ilin g s co n trib u te  to  o u r  p ro g ress . H en ce , w h ile  

lab o rin g  to  co rrec t o u rse lv es , w e  sh o u ld  accep t th ese  h u m ilia tio n s  w ith  p erfect  se lf-ab and o n m en t.  "  It is  

g o o d  fo r  m e  th a t T h o u  h ast  h u m b led  m e, O  L o rd .  "  It  is th e  w ay  lead in g  to  a  p rac tica l rea liza tio n  o f  th o se  

p ro fo u n d  w o rd s  o f  th e  Im ita tio n , so  fru itfu l  to  o n e  w h o  h as  rea lly  u n d ers to o d  th em : "L o v e to  b e  u n k n o w n  

an d  acco un ted  as  n o u g h t.  "  B y  th is d o c trin e  w e  m u st  liv e  acco rd in g  as  th e  o ccu rren ces  d o  o r  d o  n o t  d ep en d  

o n  o u rse lv es .

T h e  s p ir it  th a t  s h o u ld  a n im a te  o u r  s e lf -a b a n d o n m e n t  to  P r o v id e n c e

Is  it a  sp irit th a t d ep rec ia tes  o u r  h o p e  o f  sa lv a tio n  o n  th e  p lea  o f  ad v an ced  p erfec tio n , as  th e  Q u ie tists  

c la im ed ?  Q u ite  th e  co n tra ry :  it m u st  b e  a  sp irit o f  d eep  fa ith , co n fid en ce , an d  lo v e .

T h e  w ill o f  G o d , as  ex p ressed  b y  H is co m m an d m en ts, is  th a t  w e  sh o u ld  h o p e  in  H im  an d  lab o r co n fid en tly  

in  th e  w o rk  o f  o u r  sa lv a tio n  in  th e  face  o f  ev ery  o b stac le . T h is  ex p ressed  w ill o f  G o d  p erta in s to  th e  d o m ain  

o f  o b ed ien ce , n o t  o f  se lf-ab an d o n m en t. T h is  la tte r  co n cern s  th e  w ill  o f  H is g o o d  p leasu re  o n  w h ich  d ep en d s  

o u r  s till u n certa in  fu tu re , th e  d a ily o ccu rren ces  in  th e  co u rse  o f  o u r  life , su ch  as  h ea lth  an d  s ick n ess, su ccess  

an d  m isfo rtu n e . [6 5 ]

T o  sac rifice  o u r  sa lv atio n , o u r  e te rn a l h ap p in ess, o n  th e  p lea  o f  p erfec tio n , w o u ld  b e  ab so lu te ly  co n tra ry  to  

th a t n a tu ra l in c lin a tio n  fo r  h ap p in ess  w h ich , w ith  o u r  n a tu re , w e  h av e  fro m  G o d . It  w o u ld  b e  co n tra ry  to  

C h ristian  h o p e , n o t o n ly  to  th a t  p o ssessed  b y  th e  co m m o n  ru n  o f  th e  fa ith fu l, b u t  a lso  to  th a t o f  th e  sa in ts , 

w h o  in  th e  sev erest  tr ia ls h av e  h o p ed  o n  "ag a in s t a ll h u m an  h o p e , " to  u se  S t. P au l's  p h rase  (R o m . 4 : 1 8 ), 

ev en  w h en  a ll seem ed  lo s t. N ay , to  sac rifice  o u r  e te rn a l  b ea titu d e  in  th is  w ay  w o u ld  b e  co n tra ry  to  ch arity  

itse lf , b y  w h ich  in d eed  w e  lo v e  G o d  fo r  H is o w n  sak e  an d  d esire  to  p o ssess  H im  th a t  w e  m ay  e te rn a lly  

p ro c la im  H is g lo ry .

T h e  n a tu ra l in c lin a tio n  w e  h av e  fro m  G o d  w h ich  lead s u s  to  d esire  h ap p in ess is n o t  a  d iso rd e r, fo r  it a lread y  

co n ta in s  th e  in itia l ten d en cy  to  lo v e  G o d  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  m o re  th an  o u rse lv es. A s S t. T h o m as  h as  

p o in ted  o u t, [6 6 ] in  o u r  o w n  o rg an ism  th e  h an d  n a tu rally  ten d s  to  p re fe r  th e  in te res ts  o f  th e  b o d y  to  its o w n  

an d  to  sac rifice  itse lf , if  n ecessa ry , fo r  th e  sa fe ty  o f  th e  b o d y . A n d  o u r  L o rd  H im se lf say s  th a t  th e  h en  

in s tin c tiv e ly  g a th e rs  h er  little o n es  u n d er  h er  w in g , read y  to  sac rifice  h erself  if  n ecessa ry  to  sav e  th em  fro m  

th e  h aw k , th e  reaso n  b e in g  th a t, a ll u n co n sc io u sly , sh e  p re fe rs  th e  w elfa re  o f  th e  sp ec ies  to  h er  o w n . In  a  

h ig h er  fo rm  th is sam e  n a tu ra l ten d en cy  is  to  b e  fo u n d  in  m an : in  lo v in g  w h at  is  h ig h est in  h im se lf  H e lo v es  

h is C rea to r  ev en  m o re ; to  cease  to  d esire  o u r  p erfec tio n  an d  sa lv a tio n  w o u ld  b e  to  tu rn  o u r  b ack  u p o n  G o d . 

[6 7 ] T h ere  can  b e  n o  q u estio n , th e re fo re , o f  o u r  sac rific in g  th e  d esire  fo r  sa lv a tio n  an d  e te rn a l h ap p in ess, as  

th e  Q u ie tists im ag in ed , o n  th e  p lea  o f  ad v an ced  p erfec tio n .

F ar  fro m  it: se lf-ab an d o n m en t in v o lv es th e  ex erc ise  in  an  em in en t d eg ree  o f  th e  th ree  th eo lo g ical  v irtu es, 

fa ith , h o p e , an d  ch arity , as  it w ere  fu sed  in to  o n e . [6 8 ]

It  is n ev erth e less tru e  to  say  th a t G o d  p u rifie s o u r  d esire  fro m  th e  se lf-lov e  w ith  w h ich  it m ay  b e  ting ed  b y  

leav in g  u s  in  so m e  u n certa in ty  ab o u t  it an d  so  in d u c in g  u s  to  lo v e H im  m o re  ex c lu siv e ly  fo r  H is o w n  sak e. 

[6 9 ]

W e  sh o u ld  ab an d o n  o u rse lv es  to  G o d  in  th e  sp irit o f  fa ith , b e liev in g  w ith  S t. P au l  (R o m . 8 : 2 8 )  th a t "a ll 

th in g s  w o rk  to g e th e r  u n to  g o o d "  in  th e  liv es o f  th o se  w h o  lo v e  G o d  an d  p ersev ere  in  H is lo v e . S u ch  an  ac t 

o f  fa ith  w as  th a t m ad e  b y  h o ly  Jo b  w h o , w h en  d ep riv ed  o f  h is  w ealth  an d  h is ch ild ren , rem ain ed  su bm iss iv e  

to  G o d , say in g : "T h e  L o rd  g av e , th e  L o rd  h a th  tak en  aw ay .... B lessed  b e  th e  n am e  o f  th e  L o rd " (Jo b  1 :2 1 ).



In  th e  sam e  sp irit A b rah am  p rep ared  to  sac rifice  liis so n in  o b ed ien ce  to  G o d 's  co m m an d , ab an d on in g  

h im se lf  in  th e  d eep est fa ith  to  th e  d ix  in e w ill o f  g o o d  p leasu re  in  a ll th a t co n cern ed  th e  fu tu re  o f  h is race . 

W e  a re  rem in d ed  o f  th is b y  S t. P au l w h en  h e  te lls u s  in  th e  E p istle to  th e  H eb rew s (1 1 :1 7 ) : "B y fa ith  

A b rah am , w h en  h e  w  as  tr ied , o ffe red  Isaac  : an d  h e  th a t  h ad  rece iv ed  th e  p ro m ises  o ffe red  u p  liis o n ly  

b eg o tten  so n  (to  w h o m  it w as  sa id : in  Isaac  sh a ll  th y  seed  b e  ca lled ), acco u n tin g  th a t G o d  is ab le  to  ra ise  u p  

ev en  fro m  th e  d ead .  "  F ar  le ss ex ac tin g  a re  th e  tr ia ls w e  h av e  to  en d u re , th o u g h  o n  acco u n t o f  o u r  w eak n ess  

th ey  so m etim es  seem  to  w eig h  h eav ily  u p o n  u s.

A t an y  ra te , le t u s  b e liev e w ith  th e  sa in ts  th at  w h atev er  th e  L o rd  d o es  H e  d o es  w ell, w h en  H e  sen d s  u s  

h u m ilia tio n s an d  sp iritu a l d ry n ess  as  w h en  H e  h eap s h o n o rs  an d  co n so la tio n s u p o n  u s. A s F a th e r  P in y  

rem ark s, [7 0 ] n o w h ere  is th e re  a  d eep er  o r  m o re  liv e ly fa ith  th an  in  th e  co n v ic tio n  th a t G o d  a rran g es  

ev ery th in g  fo r  o u r  w elfa re , ev en  w h en  H e  ap p ears  to  d estro y  u s  an d  o v erth ro w  o u r  m o st  ch erish ed  p lan s , 

w h en  H e  a llo w s u s  to  b e  ca lu m n ia ted , to  su ffe r  p erm an en t ill-h ea lth , an d  o th e r  a fflic tio n s s till m o re  p a in fu l. 

[7 1 ] T h is is g rea t fa ith  in d eed , fo r  it is to  b e lieve th e  ap p aren tly in c red ib le : th a t G o d  w ill ra ise  u s  u p  b y  

castin g  u s  d o w n ; an d  it is to  b e liev e th is in  a  p rac tica l an d  liv in g w ay . n o t m erely  an  ab strac t an d  th eo re tica l 

w ay . W e  fin d  v erified  in  o u r  liv es th ese  w o rd s  o f  th e  G o sp e l: "E v ery o n e  th a t ex a lte th  h im se lf [lik e th e  

P h arisee ] sh a ll b e  h u m b led : an d  h e  th a t h u m b le th  h im se lf [lik e th e  p u b lican ] sh a ll b e  ex a lted " (L u k e  1 8 : 

1 4 ). A lso  w e  fin d  v erified  th ese  w o rd s  o f  th e  M ag n ifica t: "H e h a th  p u t d o w n  th e  m ig h ty  fro m  th e ir  sea t an d  

h a th  ex a lted  th e  h u m b le . H e h a th  filled th e  h u n g ry w ith  g o o d  th in g s: an d  th e  rich  H e  h a th  sen t em p ty  aw ay "  

(L u k e 1 : 5 2). E v ery ' o n e  o f  u s m u st b y  h u m ility b e  n u m b ered  am o n g  th ese  little o n es , am o n g  th o se  th a t 

h u n g er  fo r  d iv in e tru th  w h ich  is th e  tru e  b read  o f  th e  so u l.

W h ile fu lfilling o u r  d a ily d u tie s , th en , w e  m u st ab an d o n  o u rse lv es  to  a lm ig h ty  G o d  in  a  sp irit o f  d eep  fa ith , 

w h ich  m u st  a lso  b e  acco m p an ied  b y  an  ab so lu te ly ch ild lik e co n fid en ce  in  H is fa th e rly  k in d n ess.

C o n fiden ce  (fidu c ia  o r  co n fid en tia ), say s S t. T h o m as, [7 2 ] is a  s tead fas t o r  in ten sified  h o p e  a risin g  fro m  a  

d eep  fa ith  in  th e  g o o d n ess  o f  G o d , w h o , acco rd in g  to  H is  p ro m ises , is ev er a t h an d  to  h e lp  u s— D eu s  

au x ilian s. [7 3 ]

A s th e  p sa lm s  d ec la re : "B lessed  a re  th ey  th a t tru st  in  th e  L o rd "  (2 : 1 2 ) ; "T h ey  th a t tru st  in  th e  L o rd  sh a ll b e  

as  M o u nt S io n : h e sh a ll n o t  b e  m o v ed  fo rev er  th a t d w elle th  in  Je ru salem " (1 2 4 : 1 ) ; "P reserv e  m e, O  L o rd , 

fo ri h av e  p u t m y  tru st in  T h ee" (1 5 : 1 ) ; "In  T h ee , O L o rd , h av e  I  h o p ed , le t m e  n o t  b e  co n fo u n d ed "  (3 0 : 

1 ).

S t. P au l (R o m . 4 : 1 8 ) rem in d s  u s  h o w  A b rah am , in  sp ite  o f  h is  ad v an ced  y ears , b e liev ed  in  th e  d iv in e  

p ro m ise  th a t h e  w o u ld  b e  th e  fa th e r  o f  m an y n a tio n s , an d  ad d s: "A g a in st h o p e , h e  b e liev ed  in  h o p e .... In  the  

p ro m ise  a lso  o f  G o d  h e  s tag g ered  n o t  b y  d istrus t: b u t  w as  s tren g th en ed  in  fa ith ,, g iv in g  g lo ry to  G o d : m o st  

fu lly k n o w in g  th a t w h atso ev er  H e  h as  p ro m ised , H e is ab le to  p erfo rm ."

W e, to o . w h ile fu lfillin g o u r  d a ily d u tie s , sh o u ld  lo o k  to  o u r  L o rd  fo r  th e  rea liza tio n  o fth ese  w o rd s  o f  H is: 

"M y  sh eep  h ear  M y  v o ice : an d  I k n o w  th em , an d  th ey  fo llo w  M e... an d  n o  m an  sh a ll p lu ck  th em  o u t  o f  M y  

h an d " (Jo h n  1 0 : 2 7 ). A s  F a th e r  P in y  n o tes. [7 4 ] to  d o  o n e 's  d u ty  in  a ll ea rn estn ess  an d  th en  to  re s ig n  o n ese lf  

w ith  en tire  co n fid en ce  in to  o u r  L o rd 's  h an d s  is  th e  tru e  m ark  o f  a  m em b er  o f  H is flo ck . W h at  b e tte r  w ay  

can  th e re  b e  o f  h eark en in g  to  th e  v o ice  o f  th e  g o o d  S h ep h erd  th an  b y  co n stan tly  acq u iesc in g  in  a ll th a t  H e  

d em an d s  o f  u s, lo v in g ly b eseech ing  H im  to  h av e  p ity o n  u s. th ro w in g  o u rse lv es co n fid en tly  in to  th e  a rm s  o f  

H is m ercy  w ith  a ll o u r  fa ilin g s an d  reg re ts?  B y  so  d o in g , w e  a re  a t th e  sam e  tim e  p lac in g  in  H is h an d s  a ll 

o u r  fea rs  fo r  b o th  th e  p ast  an d  th e  fu tu re . T h is  h o ly se lf-ab an d o n m en t is n o t a t a ll o p p o sed  to  h o p e , b u t  is  

ch ild lik e co nfiden ce  in  its h o lie st fo rm  u n ited  w ith  a  lo v e  b eco m ing  ev er  m o re  an d  m o re  p u rified .

L o v e  in  its p u res t fo rm , in  fac t, d ep en d s  fo r  its su p p o rt u p o n  th e  w ill  o f  G o d , a fter  th e  ex am p le  o f  o u r  L o rd  

w h o  sa id : "M y m eat is to  d o  th e  w ill o f  H im  th a t sen t M e, th a t I m ay  p erfec t H is w o rk "  (Jo h n  4 :3 4 ) ; 

"B ecau se  I cam e  d o w n  fro m  h eav en , n o t to  d o  M y  o w n  w ill, b u t  th e  w ill o f  H im  th a t sen t M e" (Jo h n  5 :3 0 ). 

T h u s n o  m o re  p erfect  o r  n o b le r  o r  p u re r  w ay  o f  lo v ing  G o d  can  b e  fo u n d  th an  to  m ak e  th e  d iv in e w ill o u r  

o w n . fu lfillin g G o d 's  w ill as  ex p ressed  to  u s  an d  th en  ab an d o n in g  o u rse lv es en tire ly  to  H is g o o d  p leasu re . 

F o r  so u ls  th a t fo llo w  th is  ro ad , G o d  is ev ery th in g : ev en tu a lly , th ey  can  say  in  v ery tru th : "M y  G o d  an d  m y  

a ll. " G o d  is th e ir cen te r; th ey  fin d  n o  p eace  b u t in  H im , b y  su bm ittin g  a ll th e ir asp ira tio n s to  H is g o o d  



p leasu re  an d  accep tin g  tran q u illy a ll th a t H e d o es . A t tim es o f  g rea tes t d ifficu lty S t. C ath erine  o f  S ien a  

w o u ld  rem em b er  th e  M aste r 's  w o rd s  to  h er: "T h in k  o f  M e  an d  I  w ill th ink  o f  th ee ."

R are  in d eed  a re  th e  so u ls  th a t a tta in  to  su ch  p erfectio n  as  th is . A n d  y e t it is  th e  g o a l a t w h ich  w e  a ll m u st 

a im . S t. F ran c is  d e  S a les  say s:

O u r  L o rd  lo v es  w ith  a  m o st ten d er  lo v e  th o se  w h o  a re  so  h ap p y  as  to  ab an d o n  th em se lv es  w h o lly  to  H is  

fa th e rly  ca re , le ttin g  th em se lv es  b e  g o v ern ed  b y  H is d iv in e p ro v id en ce , w ith o u t an y  id le sp ecu la tio n s as  to  

w h eth er  th e  w o rk in g s  o f  th is  p ro v id en ce  w ill b e  u se fu l to  th em , to  th e ir p ro fit, o r  p a in fu l to  th e ir lo ss , an d  

tliis b ecau se  th ey  a re  w ell assu red  th a t n o th in g  can  b e  sen t, n o th in g  p erm itted  b y  th is p a te rn a l an d  m o st 

lo v ing  h eart, w h ich  w ill n o t b e  a  so u rce  o f  g o o d  an d  p ro fit to  th em . A ll th a t is req u ired  is th a t th ey  sh o u ld  

p lace  a ll th e ir co n fid en ce  in  H im . [7 5 ]... W h en , in  fu lfillin g o u r  d a ily d u tie s , w e  ab an d o n  ev ery th in g , o u r  

L o rd  tak es  ca re  o f  ev ery th in g  an d  o rd ers  ev ery th in g .... T h e  so u l  h as  n o th in g  e lse  to  d o  b u t to  re s t in  th e  

a rm s  o f  o u r  L o rd  lik e a  ch ild  o n  its m o th er 's  b reast. W h en  sh e  p u ts  it d o w n  to  w alk , it w alk s  u n til sh e  tak es  

it u p  ag a in , an d  w h en  sh e  w ish es  to  ca rry  it. sh e  is a llo w ed  to  d o  so . It n e ith e r  k n o w s  n o r  th in k s  w h ere  it is  

g o in g , b u t a llo w s itse lf  to  b e  ca rried  o r  led  w h erev er  its m o th er  p leases . S o  tliis so u l le ts itse lf  b e  ca rried  

w h en  it lo v in g ly accep ts  G o d 's  g o o d  p leasu re  in  a ll tilin g s  th a t h ap p en , an d  w alk s  w h en  it ca re fu lly  e ffec ts  

a ll th a t th e  k n o w n  (ex p ressed )  w ill  o f  G o d  d em an d s. [7 6 ]

T h en  it can  tru ly  say  w ith  o u r  L o rd : "M y m eat is to  d o  th e  w ill o f  H im  th a t sen t M e" (Jo h n  4 :3 4 ). T h ere in  

it fin d s  its p eace , w h ich  ev en  n o w  is in  so m e  so rt th e  b eg in n in g  o f  e te rn a l life w ith in  u s— in ch o a tio  v itae  

ae te rn ae .

2 1 .  P r o v id e n c e  A n d  T h e  D u ty  O f  T h e  P r e s e n t  M o m e n t

"A ll w h atso ev er  y o u  d o  in  w o rd  o r  in  w o rk , a ll tilin g s  d o  y e  in  th e  n am e  o f  th e  L o rd  Jesu s  C h ris t, g iv ing  

th an k s  to  G o d  an d  th e  F a th e r  b y  H im " (C o l. 3 : 1 7 ). T o  u n d ers tan d  m o re  c learly  h o w  w e  sh o u ld  liv e fro m  

d ay  to  d ay  tru s tin g  in  G o d . an d  in  a  sp irit o f  se lf-ab an d o n m en t, it is w ell to  p ay  c lo se  a tten tio n  to  th e  d u ty  

o f  th e  p resen t m o m en t an d  th e  g races  o ffe red  u s  to  fu lfil it.

W e  w ill sp eak  firs t o f  th e  d u ty  w h ich  p resen ts itse lf  a t ev ery  m o m en t, as  th e  sa in ts h av e  u n d ersto o d  it. an d  

th en  w e  w ill c la rify  th e ir a ltitu d e  fro m  th e  teach in g  o f  S crip tu re  an d  th eo lo g y , w h ich  is ap p licab le  to  u s  a ll.

T h e  d u ty  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t  a s  th e  s a in t s  u n d e r s to o d  i t

T h e  d u ty  a t an y  g iv en m o m en t co n v ey s , frequ en tly  u n d er  a  m o d est ex te rio r, th e  ex p ress io n  o f  G o d 's  w ill 

reg a rd in g  o u rse lv es an d  o u r  in d iv id u a l liv es . T h u s  it w as  o u r  L ad y  liv ed  h er  life o f  u n io n  w ith  G o d . b y  

acco m p lish in g  H is w ill in th e  d a ily ro u tin e  o f  d u tie s o f  h er  s im p le  life , a  life o u tw ard ly  co m m o n p lace  lik e  

th a t o f  an y  o th e r  p erso n  in  h er  lo w ly  ran k . T h u s. to o . d id  th e  sa in ts liv e , d o in g  th e  w ill o f  G o d  as  it w as  

rev ea led  to  th em  fro m  o n e  m o m en t to  th e  o th e r, w ith o u t a llo w in g  th em se lv es  to  b e  u p se t  b y  u n fo reseen  

rev e rses . T h e ir  sec re t co n sis ted  in  su bm ittin g  co n stan tly  to  th e  d iv in e ac tio n  in  th e  sh ap in g  o f  th e ir liv es. In  

th a t ac tio n  th ey  reco g n ized  a ll th ey  h ad  to  d o  an d  su ffe r, d u tie s  to  b e  acco m p lish ed , c ro sses  to  b e  b o rn e . 

T h ey  w ere  p ersu ad ed  th a t w h at is h ap p en in g  a t th e  m o m en t is a  s ig n  th a t e ith er G o d  w ills o r  p erm its it fo r  

th e  g o o d  o f  th o se  seek in g  H im . E v en  th e  ev il th ey  ex p erien ced  tau g h t th em  so m eth in g : b y  tax in g  th en -  

p a tien ce  it sh o w ed  th em  b y  co n trast  w h at m u st  b e  d o n e  to  av o id  s in  an d  its  d isas tro u s  co n seq u en ces . T h u s  

th e  sa in ts see  in  th e  seq u en ce  o f  ev en ts  a  so rt o f  p ro v id en tia l sch o o lin g . M o reo v er, th ey  a re  co n v in ced  th a t 

b eh in d  th e  su ccessio n  o f  ex te rn a l  h ap p en ing s ru n s  a  p ara lle l se rie s o f  ac tu al  g races  w h ich  a re  co n tin u a lly  

b e in g  o ffe red  to  en ab le u s  to  d raw  g rea t sp iritu a l p ro fit fro m  th ese  ev en ts , w h eth er  p a in fu l  o r  p leasin g . T h e  

seq u en ce  o f  ev en ts , if  lo o k ed  a t in  th e  rig h t p ersp ectiv e , is an  in s tru c tiv e  co u rse  o n  th e  tilin g s  o f  G o d , a  so rt 

o f  ex ten sio n  o f  rev e la tio n  o r  ap p lica tio n  o f  th e  G o sp e l tru th s  co n tin u in g  d o w n  to  th e  en d  o f  tim e.



A  d is tin c tio n  is m ad e  in  a lm o st ev ery  sp h ere  b e tw een  th eo re tica l, ab strac t  teach in g  an d  p rac tica l  o r  ap p lied  

teach in g . T h e  sam e  h o ld s g o o d  in  th e  sp iritu a l o rd er, w h ere , in  H is o w n  w ay , a lm ig h ty  G o d  im p arts th ese  

tw o  k in d s  o f  in s tru c tion , th e  o n e  in  th e  G o sp e l an d  th e  o th e r  in  th e  co u rse  o f  o u r  liv es.

T h is im po rtan t tru th  ab o u t  life is o ften  co m p le te ly  d isreg ard ed . A s  a  ru le , n o  so o n er  d o  w e  m eet w ith  

co n trad ic tio n s  an d  rev e rses  th an  w e  u tte r  n o th in g  b u t  co m p la in ts  an d  m u rm u rin g s. W e  fin d  th a t  th is illn ess  

h as  co m e  u p o n  u s  ju s t  w h en  th e re  is so  m u ch  to  b e  d o n e ; th a t so m eth in g  in d isp en sab le is d en ied  u s; th a t 

so m eo n e  is d ep riv in g  u s  o f  th e  n ecessa ry  m ean s, o r  p lac in g  in su rm o u n tab le  o b stac les  in  o u r  w ay  as  reg a rd s  

th e  g o o d  w e  m u st acco m p lish  o r  th e  ap o sto la te  to  w h ich  w e  h av e  d ev o ted  o u rse lv es .

In  th ese  o r  ev en  m o re  p a in fu l c ircu m stan ces  th e  sa in ts  w o u ld  co n fess  th a t  fu n d am en ta lly  th e  o n e  th in g  

n ecessa ry  is  to  d o  th e  w ill o f  G o d  fro m  d ay  to  d ay . G o d  n ev er co m m an d s  th e  im p o ssib le . E ach  m o m en t h as  

a  d u ty  w h ich  G o d  m ak es  rea lly p o ssib le  fo r  ev ery  o n e  o f  u s  an d  in  th e  fu lfilm en t o f  w h ich  H e  ap p ea ls to  

o u r  lo v e  an d  g en ero sity .

If , th en , as  a  re su lt  o f  o u r  fa ilin g s , so m eth in g  h ap p en s  to  d is tre ss  u s, it is a  p ro v id en tia l le sson  w h ich  w e  

m u st  accep t in  a ll h u m ility an d  th u s  d erive  so m e  p ro fit  fro m  it. If , th ro u g h  n o  fau lt o f  o u r  o w n , G o d  p erm its  

u s  to  b e  d ep riv ed  o f  ce rta in  h e lp , th is  is b ecau se  th a t h e lp  is n o t rea lly n ecessa ry  fo r  o u r  san c tifica tio n  an d  

sa lv a tio n . T h e  sa in ts  fin d  th a t in  a  sen se  n o th in g  is  w an tin g  to  th em  u n less it b e  a  g rea te r  lo v e  fo r  G o d . If  

o n ly  w e  k n ew  th e  in n e r m ean in g  o f  th o se  in c id en ts w e  ca ll h in d ran ces, co n trad ic tio n s , rev e rses, 

d isap p o in tm en ts , m isfo rtu nes , an d  fa ilu res, w e  sh o u ld  o f  co u rse  d ep lo re  an y  d iso rd e r  th ey  m ig h t in v o lv e  

(an d  th e  sa in ts d ep lo red  it, w ere  p a in ed  b y  it fa r  m o re  th an  w e), b u t w e  sh o u ld  a lso  rep roach  o u rse lv es  fo r  

co m p la in in g  an d  g iv e m o re  co n sid e ra tio n  to  th e  h ig h er  p u rp o se  G o d  is  p u rsu in g  in  a ll th a t  H e w ills an d  

ev en  in  H is d iv in e p erm issio n  o f  ev il. [7 7 ]

S h o u ld  w e  w o n d er  th a t  th e  w ay s  o f  p ro v id en ce  a re  so m e  tim es  m y ste rio u s  an d  th a t reason  is d isco n certed  a t 

th e  m y ste ry ?  "T h e  ju s t m an  liv e th  b y  fa ith "  (R o m . 1 : 1 7 ), say s  th e  S crip tu re , an d  in  p articu la r h e liv es b y  

th e  m y ste ry ' o f  p ro v id en ce  an d  its w ay s. E v en tu a lly  h e  rea lizes th a t, fa r  fro m  b e in g  co n trad ic to ry , th e  

m y ste ry  can n o t  b e  re jec ted  w ith o u t ev ery  p h ase  o f  o u r  life b eco m in g  a  co n trad ic tio n .

M o re  th an  o n ce  th e  S crip tu re  d ec la res  : "T h e  L o rd  k ille th  an d  m ak e th  a liv e ; H e  b rin g e th  d o w n  to  h e ll an d  

b rin g e th  b ack  ag a in .  " [7 8 ]

T h e  m o re  th e  d iv in e  ac tio n  m ak es  u s  d ie  to  s in  an d  its co n seq u en ces , th e  m o re  it d e tach es  u s  fro m  a ll  th a t is  

n o t G o d  H im se lf, an d  th e  m o re  it v iv ifie s u s. It  h as  b een  sa id  th a t so m etim es  g race  is a  d estroy er; y e t. in  its  

w o rk in g s  w ith in  u s, it d o es  n o t  d estro y , b u t  p erfec ts  an y  g o o d  th e re  is in  n a tu re , re s to rin g  an d  su b lim a tin g  

it. W e  m ay  say  o f  g race  as  w as  sa id  o f  G o d : "It  k ille th  an d  m ak e th  a liv e" (I  K in g s 2 :6 ).

A s P ere  d e  C au ssad e  rem ark s, w h en  ex p la in in g  th ese  w ay s  o f  P ro v iden ce , [7 9 ] "T h e  m o re  o b scu re  th e  

m y ste ry  is to  u s, th e  m o re  lig h t it co n ta in s in  itse lf" ; fo r  its o b scu rity  is d u e  to  a  rad ian ce  to o  in ten se  fo r  o u r  

feeb le  v is io n .

M o reo v er, w h at  h ap p en s  to  each  o f  u s  p erso na lly  fro m  o n e  m o m en t  to  th e  o th e r  b y  th e  w ill an d  p erm iss io n  

o f  P ro v iden ce , is o f  g rea te r  in s tru c tio n  fo r  u s. T h ere in  w e  m ay  see the  ex p ress io n  o f  th e  d iv in e w ill in  o u r  

reg a rd  a t  th e  p resen t m o m en t. In  th is  w ay , to o , w ith in  u s  is  fo rm ed  th a t  ex p erim en ta l k n o w led g e  o f  G o d 's  

d ea lin g s w ith  u s, a  k n o w led g e  w ith o u t  w h ich  w e  can  h ard ly  d irec t o u r  co u rse  a rig h t in  sp iritu a l th in g s  o r  d o  

an y  la s tin g  g o o d  to  o th e rs. [8 0 ] In  th e  sp iritu a l  o rd er  m o re  th an  an y w h ere  e lse  rea l  k n o w led g e  can  b e  

acq u ired  o n ly  b y  su ffe rin g  an d  ac tio n . T h o u g h  o u r  L o rd 's  h o ly  so u l fro m  th e  m o m en t o f  H is co m in g  in to  

th e  w o rld  en jo y ed  th e  b ea tific  v is io n  an d  an  in fu sed  k n o w led g e , y e t  H e w illed  a lso  to  h av e  an  ex p erim en ta l 

k n o w led g e , th a t  k n o w led g e  w h ich  is acq u ired  fro m  d ay  to  d ay  an d  en ab les u s  to  v iew  tilin g s  u n d er  th a t 

sp ec ia l aspec t  w h ich  co n tac t  w ith  rea lity  g ives w h en  th ey  h av e  b een  in fa llib ly fo reseen . W e  fo resee  th a t  a  

v ery  d ear  frien d  w h o  is s ick  h as  n o t  lo n g  to  liv e , y e t  w h en  d ea th  d o es  co m e  an d  if  o u r  ey es  a re  o p en  to  see . 

it w ill p ro v ide  a  n ew  le sson  in  w h ich  G o d  w ill sp eak  to  u s  as  tim e  g o es  o n . T h is  is th e  scho o l  o f  th e  H o  ty  

G h o st, in  w h ich  H is le sso n s  h av e  n o th in g  acad em ic  ab o u t  th em , b u t  a re  d raw n  fro m  co n crete  th in g s . A n d



H e  v aries  th em  fo r  each  so u l, s in ce  w h at is u se fu l  fo r  o n e  is n o t a lw ay s so  fo r  an o th e r. A lth o u g h  w e  m u st 

n o t  b e  su p erstitio u s an d  th in k  w e  see  a  d eep  m ean in g  in  w h at is m ere ly  acc id en ta l  an d  o f  n o  s ig n ifican ce , 

le t u s in  a ll s im plic ity lis ten  to  w h at  P ro v id en ce  h as  to  say  to  each  o n e  o f  u s  p erso n a lly  in  th ese  co n cre te  

le sso n s  it g iv es . W e  m u st n o t  trea t  th is  d o c trin e  in  a  p u re ly  m ate ria l an d  m ech an ica l w ay ; it is a  q u estio n  o f  

b e in g  su p ern a tu ra lly -m in d ed  in  ev ery th in g , in  a ll s im p lic ity an d  w ith o u t d isp u tin g s o r  fo o lish  q u estio n in g s.

T h e  au th o r  ju s t q u o ted  say s: [8 1 ]

T h e  w ill o f  G o d  in  th e  p resen t m o m en t is an  ev er  b u b b lin g  so u rce  o f  san ctity . ... A ll y o u  w h o  th irst, lea rn  

th a t  y o u  h av e  n o t  fa r  to  g o  to  fin d  th e  fo u n ta in  o f  liv in g w ate rs ; it g u sh es  fo rth  q u ite  c lo se  to  y o u  rig h t n o w  ; 

th e re fo re  h asten  to  fin d  it. W h y . w ith  th e  fo u n tain  so  n ear, d o  y o u  tire  y o u rse lv es  w ith  m im in g  ab o u t a fte r  

ev ery  little rill? . .. O  u n k n o w n  L o v e! It seem s  as  th o u g h  Y o u r  w o n d ers  w ere  fin ish ed  an d  n o th in g  rem ain ed  

b u t  to  co p y  Y o u r an c ien t w o rk s , an d  to  q u o te  Y o u r  p ast d isco urses . A n d  n o  o n e  sees  th a t Y o u r  

in ex h au stib le ac tiv ity  is a  so u rce  o f  n ew  tho ug hts , o f  fre sh  su ffe rin g s an d  fu rth e r  ac tio n s ... o f  n ew  sa in ts .

T h e  h eart o f  Jesu s  is a  "so u rce  o f  g races  ev er  n ew ."

A s ag e  su cceed s  ag e  th e  sa in ts h av e  n o  n eed  to  co p y  th e  liv es o r  w ritin g s  o f  th o se  w h o  h av e  g o n e  b efo re ; 

th ey  n eed  o n ly  to  liv e th e ir liv es in  co n tin u o u s  se lf-ab an d o n m en t  to  G o d 's  sec re t in sp ira tio n s . In  th is  th ey  

an d  th e ir  p redecesso rs  a re  a lik e , in  sp ite  o f  d iffe ren ces  p ecu lia r  to  th e  ag e  an d  th e  in d iv id u a l C o u ld  w e  b u t 

see  th e  d iv in e lig h t it co n ta in s, th e  p resen t m o m en t  w o u ld  rem ind  u s  th a t ev ery th in g  m ay  co n trib u te  to  o u r  

sp iritu a l ad v an cem en t in  th e  lo v e o f  G o d , as m ean s  o r  in s tram en t, o r  a t least as  o ccasion , b y  w ay  o f  tr ia l o r  

b y  w ay  o f  co n tras t. In  th e  o rd er  in ten d ed  b y  P ro v id en ce  th is p resen t m o m en t is in  so m e  w ay  re la ted  to  o u r  

la st en d , to  th e  o n e  th in g  n ecessa ry ; an d  th u s  each  in s tan t o f  flee tin g  tim e h as so m e  so rt o f  re la tio n  w ith  th e  

u n iq u e  in s tan t o f  u n ch an g in g  e te rn ity .

C o u ld  w e  b u t  g rasp  th is tru th , th en  n o t o n ly  th e  tim e  o f  m ass o r  o u r  h o u rs  o f  p ray er  an d  v is its  to  th e  B lessed  

S acram en t w o u ld  b e  a  so u rce  o f  san c tifica tio n  to  u s, b u t  ev ery  h o u r  o f  th e  d ay  w o u ld  tak e  o n  a  su pern a tu ra l 

s ig n ificance  an d  rem in d  u s  th a t w e  a re  o n  o u r  w ay  to  e te rn ity . H en ce  th e  p io u s p rac tice  o f  b lessin g  each  

h o u r  as  it b eg ins , ca llin g d o w n  th e  d iv in e b en ed ic tio n  u p o n  it. A t ev ery ' m o m en t w e  sh o u ld  b e  a t G o d 's  

se rv ice ; th e re  is n o  m o m en t o f  th e  d ay  th a t h as n o t so m e  d u ty  fo r  u s  to  fu lfil so m e  d u ty  to w ard  G o d  o r  o u r  

n e ig h b o r, th e  d u ty  a t  leas t o f  p a tien tly w aitin g  w h en  ex te rn a l  ac tio n  is n o  lo n g er  p o ssib le . E v ery  m in u te  

m u st  fin d  u s  h a llo w in g  th e  n am e  o f  G o d  as  th o u g h  th e re  w ere  n o th in g  m o re  to  k eep  u s  h ere  in  tim e , as  

th o u g h  th e  n ex t m o m en t m u st  see  o u r  en try  in to  e te rn ity .

In  th e  W o rld  W ar  th is  w as  th e  a ttitu d e  o f  th e  m o re  sp iritu a lly -m in d ed w h en  u n d er  g u n fire . In  th o se  th ree -  

m in u te  in te rv a ls b efo re  firin g  reco m m en ced , th ey  w o u ld  say  to  th em se lv es: "O n e  m o m en t, p erh ap s , an d  

th en  d ea th , " an d  th ey  w o u ld  liv e th e  p resen t m o m en t as  th o u g h  it w ere  th e  p re lu d e  to  e te rn ity .

T h is, to o , w as  th e  a ttitu d e  o f  th e  sa in ts , n o t  o n ly  in  ex cep tio n a l  c ircu m stan ces , b u t in  th e  o rd in a ry ' ro u tin e  o f  

th e ir liv es: th ey  n ev er  lo s t th e  sen se  o f  G o d 's  p resen ce . N o w  lig h t is  th ro w n  o n  th is a ttitu d e  o f  th e irs  b y  th e  

G o spe l  p rin c ip les w e  m en tio n ed  an d  w h ich  a re  as  ap p licab le to  u s  as  to  th em .

T h e  t e a c h in g  o f  S c r ip tu r e  a n d  th e o lo g y  o n  th e  d u ty  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t

In  h is F irs t  E p istle to  th e  C o rin th ian s , S t. P au l w ro te  (1 0 :3 1 ) : "W h eth er  y o u  ea t o r  d rin k , o r  w h atso ev er  

e lse  y o u  d o , d o  a ll fo r  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d "; an d  to  th e  C o lo ss ian s h e  sa id  (3 : 1 7 ) : "A ll w  h a tsoev er  y o u  d o  in  

w o rd  o r  in  w o rk , a ll th in g s d o  y e  in  th e  n am e  o f  th e  L o rd  Jesu s  C h ris t, g iv in g  th an k s  to  G o d  an d  th e  F a th e r  

b y  H im ."

O u r  L o rd  H im se lf sa id  (M att. 1 2 :3 4 -3 6 ) : "O u t o f  th e  ab u n d an ce  o f  th e  h eart  th e  m o u th  sp eak e th . A  g o o d  

m an  o u t o f  a  g o o d  treasu re  b rin g eth  fo rth  g o o d  tilin g s  : an d  an  ev il m an  o u t o f  an  ev il treasu re  b rin g e th  fo rth  

ev il th in g s . B u t I say  to  y o u , th a t ev ery  id le w o rd  th a t m en  sp eak , th ey  sh a ll ren d er  an  acco u n t o f  it in  th e  

d ay  o f  ju d g m en t."



T h e  fu ll s ig n ificance  o f  th is d o c trin e  is e lu c id a ted  b y  S t. T h o m as  (la  Ilae . q . 1 8 , a . 9 ), w h o  teach es  th a t in  

th e  co n cre te , h ic  e t n u n c , n o  d e lib e ra te  ac t is m o ra lly  in d iffe ren t; ev ery  o n e  o f  o u r  d e lib e ra te ac ts  is e ith e r  

g o o d  o r  b ad . T h e  reason  is th a t ev ery  d e lib e ra te ac t in  a  ra tio n a l b e in g  sh o u ld  itse lf  b e  ra tio n a l o r  d irec ted  to  

a  m o ra lly  g o o d  en d , an d  in  th e  C h ris tian  ev ery  d e lib e ra te ac t sh o u ld  b e  d irec ted  a t least v irtu a lly to  G o d . If  

th is is d o n e , th en  th e  ac t is g o o d , o th e rw ise  it is b ad ; n o  o th e r  a lte rn a tiv e is p o ssib le . O u r  v e ry  rec rea tio n s  

an d  am u sem en ts , th e  w alk s  w e  tak e , a ll m u st  h av e  so m e  m o ra lly  g o o d  p u rp o se . T o  tak e  a  w alk  is o f  co u rse  

in d iffe ren t w h en  co n sid e red  in  th e  ab strac t; to  w alk  in  o n e  d irec tio n  ra th e r  th an  in  an o th e r  m ay  a lso  b e  

in d iffe ren t. B u t o u r  w alk  m u st h av e  in  v iew  a  ra tio n a l p u rp o se : fo r  ex am p le , to  rep a ir o r  ren ew  o u r  s tren g th  

so  as  to  ap p ly o u rse lves  o n ce  ag a in  to  o u r  ap p o in ted  ta sk . A n d  th u s  o u r  v ery  am u sem en ts  assu m e  a  m o ra l 

s ig n ificance  an d  v a lu e in  o u r  liv es as  ra tio n a l b e in g s .

T o  ad o p t th e  m etap h o r  o f  a  w ell-k n o w n  p reach er, o u r  d e lib e ra te  ac ts  a re  lik e d ro p s  o f  ra in  fa lling o n  a  

m o u n ta in  p eak  a t th e  w ate rsh ed . S o m e  w ate r  flo w s  to  th e  rig h t in to  o n e  riv e r  an d  so  ev en tu a lly  to  th e  

o cean ; th e  re s t flo w s  to  th e  le ft to  jo in  an o th e r  riv e r flo w in g  d o w n  to  an o th er  sea  fa r  o ff  in  th e  o p p o site  

d irec tio n . S o  a lso  it is w ith  o u r  d e lib e ra te ac ts : th ey  a re  e ith e r d irec ted  to  w h at is g o o d  an d  so  ev en tu a lly to  

G o d , o r  th ey  a re  d irected  to  ev il. N o t o n e  o f  th ese  ac ts, w h en  p resen ted  in  th e  co n crete  rea lity  o f  life , is  

in d ifferen t.

T liis  teach in g  m ay  a t firs t s ig h t ap p ear  sev ere . T h a t is n o t so : a  v irtu al o r  im p lic it in ten tio n  is a ll th a t is  

n eed ed , ren ew ed  each  m o rn in g  a t p ray  e r-tim e  an d  as  o ften  as  th e  H o ly G h o st in sp ires u s  to  lif t u p  o u r  

h earts  to  G o d.

N ay  m o re , it is a  co n so lin g  d o c trin e , fo r  it fo llo w s th a t in  th e  liv es o f  th e  ju s t ev ery  d e lib e ra te ac t  th a t is n o t 

s in fu l is a t o n ce  m o ra lly g o o d  an d  m erito rio us , w h eth er  it b e  easy  o r  d ifficu lt, tr iv ia l o r  h ero ic .

A g ain , w h en  rig h tly  u n d ersto o d  an d  rea lly liv ed , th is d o c trin e  is a  so u rce  o f  san ctifica tio n . It lead s  to  th e  

re flec tio n  th a t w h at G o d  d o cs a t an y  p articu la r  m o m en t is w ell d o n e  an d  is a  s ig n  o f  H is w ill. T h u s  Jo b . 

d ep riv ed  o f  a ll tilin g s , saw  in  th is  th e  w ill o f  G o d  try in g  H im  fo r  h is san ctifica tio n ; th u s  in stead  o f  cu rs in g  

tliis m o st p a in fu l ep iso d e o f  h is. h e  b lessed  th e  n am e  o f  th e  L o rd . L et u s. th en , lea rn  to  reco g n ize  in  w h at is  

h ap p en in g  ev ery  m o m en t so m eth in g  p o sitive ly in ten d ed  b y  G o d . o r  a t an y  ra te  d iv in e ly p erm itted , an d  

a lw ay s  d irected  to  so m e  h ig h er g o o d  p u rp o se . In  tliis  w ay . n o  m atte r  w h at h ap p en s , w e  sh a ll a lw ay s  b e  a t 

p eace .

T h e  w h o le  d o c trin e  is su m m ed  u p  b y  S t. F ran c is d e  S a les in  th ese  few  w o rd s: "E v ery  m o m en t co m es  to  u s  

p reg n an t w ith  a  co m m an d  fro m  G o d . o n ly  to  p ass  o n  an d  p lu n g e  in to  e te rn ity , th e re  to  rem ain  fo rev er  w h at 

w e  h av e  m ad e  it."

T o  see  th u s  co n stan tly  in  th e  d u ty  o f  th e  p resen t m o m en t th e  ex p ress io n  o f  th e  d iv in e w ill co m es  p rin cip a lly  

fro m  th e  g ift o f  w isd o m , w h ich  en ab les  u s  in  a  m an n er  to  see  in  G o d . th e  firs t cau se  an d  la s t en d . ev ery  

ev en t w h eth er  p a in fu l o r  p leasin g . T h a t is  w h y . as S t. A u g u stin e  say s, tliis  g ift co rresp on d s  to  th e  b ea titu d e  

o f  th e  p eacem ak ers : th a t is . th e  b ea titu d e  o f  th o se  w h o  p rese rv e  th e ir  p eace  w h ere  m an y  an  o th e r  w ill b e  

tro u b led  an d  w h o  w ill o ften  re s to re  to  th o se  w h o  a re  in  d eep  tro u b le  th e  p eace  th ey  h av e  lo st."  B lessed  a re  

th e  p eacem ak ers , fo r  th ey  sh a ll b e  ca lled  th e  ch ild ren  o f  G o d ". (M att. 5 : 9 ).

2 2 .  I h e  G r a c e  O f  I h e  P r e se n t  M o m e n t  A n d  F id e l ity  I n  L it t le  T h in g s

W e  w ere  say in g  th a t th e  d u ty  w e  m u st  acco m p lish  w ith  ev ery  su cceed in g  h o u r  is  th e  ex p ress io n  o f  G o d 's  

w ill fo r  each  o n e  o f  u s in d iv id u a lly h ic  e t n u n c  an d  th u s  co n v ey s  a  ce rta in  p rac tica l in s tru c tio n  v ery  

v a lu ab le fo r  san c tifica tion . It is th e  G o sp e l teach in g  as  ap p lied to  th e  v ario u s c ircu m stan ces  o f  o u r  liv es , a  

rea l o b jec t-le sson  im p arted  b y  a lm ig h ty G o d  H im se lf.



If  w e  co u ld  o n ly  lo o k  o n  each  m o m en t  fro m  th is  p o in t o f  v iew , as  th e  sa in ts  d id , w e  sh o u ld  see  th a t  to  each  

m o m en t  th e re  is a ttach ed  n o t  o n ly  a  d u ty  to  b e  p erfo rm ed , b u t  a lso  a  g race  to  b e  fa ith fu l  in  acco m p lish in g  

th a t d u ty .

I h e  s p ir itu a l r ic h e s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t

A s fre sh  c ircum stances a rise , w ith  th e ir  a tten d an t o b lig a tio n s , fre sh  ac tu al  g races  a re  o ffe red  u s  in  o rd er  

th a t  w e  m ay  d erive  th e  g rea tes t sp iritu a l p ro fit  fro m -th em . A b o v e  th e  su ccessio n  o f  ex te rn a l  ev en ts  th a t g o  

to  m ak e  u p  o u r  life , th e re  ru n s  a  p ara lle l se rie s  o f  ac tu al  g races  o ffe red  fo r  o u r  accep tan ce ,  ju s t as  th e  a ir  

co m es  in  su ccess iv e  w av es  to  en te r  o u r  lu n g s  an d  so  m ak e  b rea th in g  p o ssib le .

T h is su ccessio n  o f  ac tu a l  g races  w h ich  w e  e ith e r  ag ree  to  m ak e  u se  o f  fo r  o u r  sp iritu a l b en efit, o r, o n  th e  

o th e r  h an d , n eg lec t to  d o  so . co n stitu tes th e  h is to ry  o f  each  in d iv id u a l so u l  as  it is w ritten  d o w n  in  th e  b o o k  

o f  life , in  G o d , to  b e  la id o p en  so m e  d ay  fo r  o u r  in sp ec tio n . It  is  th u s  th a t  o u r  L o rd  co n tin u es  to  liv e in  H is  

m y stical  b od y , an d  esp ec ia lly  in  H is sa in ts , in  w h o m  H e  co n tin u es a  life th a t  w ill k n o w  n o  en d , a  life th a t a t 

ev ery  m o m en t req u ires  n ew  g races  an d  n ew  ac tiv itie s .

O u r  L o rd  h as sa id :

I  w ill ask  th e  F a th e r, an d  H e  sh a ll g iv e  y o u  an o th er  P arac le te , th a t  H e  m ay  ab id e  w ith  y o u  fo rev er, th e  

S p irit o f  tru th , w h o m  th e  w o rld  can n o t  rece iv e , b ecau se  it seeth  H im  n o t, n o r  k n o w eth  H im : b u t  y o u  sh a ll 

k n o w  H im ; b ecau se  H e  sh a ll ab id e  w ith  y o u . an d  sh a ll b e  in  y o u .... H e  w ill teach  y o u  a ll th in g s, an d  b rin g  

a ll th in g s to  y o u r  m in d , w h atso ev er  I sh a ll h av e  sa id  to  y o u  (Jo h n  1 4 :1 6 , 2 6 ).

T o  th o se  w h o  w ill listen , th e  H o ly G h o st is in  a ll th in g s  th e ir g u id e fro m  d ay  to  d ay , an d  b y  H is g race  H e  

en g rav es  th e  law  o f  G o d  u p o n  th e  so u l, d o in g  th is e ith er d irec tly  H im se lf o r  th ro u g h  th e  p reach ing  o f  th e  

G o sp e l. S t. P au l te lls th e  C o rin th ian s  : "D o  w e  n eed  (a s so m e  d o ) ep is tle s  o f  co m m en d a tio n  to  y o u  o r  fro m  

y o u ?  Y o u  a re  o u r  ep istle . .. b e in g  m an ifes ted , th a t  y o u  a re  th e  ep istle o f  C h ris t, m in is te red  b y  u s, an d  w ritten  

n o t  w ith  in k , b u t  w ith  th e  sp irit o f  th e  liv in g G o d : n o t in  tab les o f  s to n e , b u t  in  th e  fle sh y  tab le ts o f  th e  

h eart" (II C o r. 3 :1 -3 ). A n d  th u s  in  th e  so u ls o f  m en  is b e in g  w ritten  th e  in te rio r h is to ry  o f  th e  C h u rch , to  b e  

co n tin u ed  d o w n  to  th e  en d  o f  tim e . It is th is h is to ry  w h ich  is se t  o u t sy m b o lica lly in  th e  A p o ca ly pse , an d  

o n ly  a t th e  la s t d ay  w ill it b e  read  w ith  c la rity  o f  p ercep tio n .

T h is is h o w  P ere  d e  C au ssad e  p u ts  it in  th e  fo llo w in g  rem arkab le  p assag es:

O h , g lo rio u s h is to ry ! g ran d  b o o k  w ritten  b y  th e  H o ly S p irit in  th is p resen t  tim e! It is s till in  th e  p ress  to  tu rn  

o u t  h o ly  so u ls . T h ere  is n ev er a  d ay  w h en  th e  ty p e  is n o t  a rran g ed , w h en  th e  in k  is n o t  ap p lied , w h en  th e  

p ag es  a re  n o t  p rin ted . W e  a re  s till in  th e  d ark  n ig h t o f  fa ith . T h e  p ap er  is b lack er  th an  th e  in k .... It  is w ritten  

in  ch arac te rs o f  an o th e r  w o rld , an d  th e re  is n o  u n d erstan d in g  it ex cep t in  h eav en . ... If  th e  tran sp o sitio n  o f  

tw en ty -fiv e  le tte rs  is in co m preh en sib le  as su ffic in g  fo r  th e  co m p o sitio n  o f  an  a lm o st  in fin ite n u m b er  o f  

d iffe ren t  v olum es, each  ad m irab le o f  its k in d , w h o  can  ex p la in  th e  w o rk s  o f  G o d  in  th e  u n iv e rse? ... T each  

m e, d iv in e S p irit, to  read  in  th is  b o o k  o f  life . I  d esire  to  b eco m e  T h y  d isc ip le  an d , lik e a  little ch ild , to  

b e liev e w h at  I  can n o t  u n d ers tan d  an d  can n o t see . [8 2 ]

W h at g rea t  tru th s  a re  h id d en  ev en  fro m  C h ristian s w h o  im ag in e  th em se lv es m o st  en lig h ten ed ! ... T o  e ffec t 

th is u n io n  w ith  H im , G o d  m ak es  u se  o f  th e  w o rst o f  H is c rea tu res  as  w ell  as  o f  th e  b est, an d  o f  th e  m o st  

d is tre ssin g  ev en ts  as  w ell as  o f  th o se  w h ich  a re  p leasan t an d  ag reeab le . O u r  u n io n  w ith  H im  is ev en  th e  

m o re  m erito rio u s  as th e  m ean s  en ab lin g  u s  to  m ain ta in  it a re  th e  m o re  rep u g n an t  to  n a tu re . [8 3 ]

T h e  p resen t m o m en t is ev er  filled  w ith  in fin ite treasu res ; it co n ta in s m o re  th an  y o u  h av e  cap ac ity  to  h o ld . 

F a ith  is th e  m easu re . B eliev e, an d  it w ill b e  d o n e  to  y o u  acco rd ing ly . L o v e  a lso  is th e  m easu re . T h e  m o re  

th e  h eart lo v es , th e  m o re  it d esires; an d  th e  m o re  it d esires , so  m u ch  th e  m o re  w ill it rece iv e . T h e  w ill o f  

G o d  p resen ts itse lf  to  u s  a t  each  m o m en t as  an  im m en se  o cean  th a t n o  h u m an  h eart can  fa th o m ; b u t  w h at 

th e  h eart can  rece iv e  fro m  th is  o cean  is eq u a l  to  th e  m easu re  o f  o u r  fa ith , co n fid en ce  an d  lo v e . T h e  w h o le  



c rea tio n  can n o t  fill th e  h u m an  h eart, fo r  th e  h eart's  cap ac ity  su rp asses  a ll  th a t is n o t G o d . T h e  m o u nta in s  

th a t a re  te rrify in g  to  lo o k  a t, a re  b u t a to m s  fo r  th e  h eart. T h e  d iv in e  w ill is an  ab y ss  o f  w h ich  th e  p resen t 

m o m en t is th e  en tran ce . P lu n g e  in to  th is ab y ss  an d  y o u  w ill a lw ay s fin d  it in fin ite ly m o re  v ast th an  y o u r  

d esires. D o  n o t  fla tte r  an y o n e , n o r  w o rsh ip  y o u r  o w n  illu sio n s; th ey  can  n e ithe r  g iv e  y o u  an y th in g  n o r  tak e  

an y th in g  fro m  y o u . Y o u  w ill rece iv e  y o u r  fu lln ess fro m  th e  w ill o f  G o d  a lo n e , w h ich  w ill n o t leav e y o u  

em p ty . A d o re  it. p u t it first, b efo re  a ll o th e r  th ing s .... D estro y  th e  id o ls o f  th e  sen ses .... W h en  th e  sen ses a re  

te rrified , o r  fam ish ed , d esp o iled , c ru sh ed , th en  it is th a t fa ith  is n o u rish ed , en rich ed , an d  en liv en ed . F a ith  

lau g h s a t  th ese  ca lam itie s as  th e  g o v ern o r  o f  an  im p reg n ab le fo rtre ss  lau g h s a t  th e  fu tile  a ttack s o f  an  

im p o ten t fo e . [8 4 ]

W h en  th e  w ill o f  G o d  is m ad e  k n o w n  to  a  so u l an d  h as m ad e  th e  so u l  rea lize H is w illin g n ess to  g iv e  

H im se lf to  it— p ro v id ed  th a t  th e  so u l, to o , g iv es itse lf  to  G o d — th en  u n d er  a ll c ircu m stan ces  th e  so u l 

ex p erien ces a  g rea t h ap p in ess  in  th is co m in g  o f  G o d . an d  en jo y s it th e  m o re , th e  m o re  it h as  lea rn t to  

ab an d o n  itse lf  a t  ev ery ' m o m en t  to  H is m o st  ad o rab le  w ill. [8 5 ]

G o d  is lik e th e  o cean , su sta in ing  th o se  w h o  in  a ll co n fid en ce  su rren d er  th em se lv es  to  H im  an d  d o  

ev ery th in g  in  th e ir p o w er  to  fo llo w  H is in sp ira tio n s as  a  sh ip  w ill re sp o n d  to  a  fav o rab le  b reeze. T liis is  

w h at  o u r  L o rd  m ean t  w h en  H e sa id : "T h e  sp irit b rea th e th  w h ere  h e  w ill an d  th o u  h eares t h is  v o ie  e : b u t th o u  

k n o w est n ot  w h en ce  h e  co m eth  an d  w h ith e r  h e  g o e th . S o  is ev ery o n e  th a t is b o rn  o f  th e  S p irit (Jo h n  3 :8 ).

H o w  su b lim e is tliis d o c trin e ! A s th e  p resen t m inu te  is p ass in g , le t u s  lik ew ise b ear  in  m in d  th a t w h at ex is ts  

is n o t  m ere ly  o u r  b o d y  w ith  its sensib ility , its v ary  in g  em o tio n s o f  p a in  an d  p leasu re : b u t a lso  o u r  sp iritu a l 

an d  im m orta l so u l an d  th e  ac tu al  g race  w e  rece iv e , an d  C h ris t w h o  ex erts  H is in flu en ce  u p o n  u s. an d  th e  

B lessed  T rin ity  d w ellin g  w ith in  u s. W e  sh a ll th en  h av e  so m e  id ea  o f  th e  in fin ite rich es  co n ta in ed  in  th e  

p resen t m o m en t an d  th e  co n n ec tio n  it h as  w ith  th e  u n ch an g in g  in s tan t o f  e te rn ity ' in to  w h ich  w e  a re  so m e  

d ay  to  en te r. W e  sh o u ld  n o t  b e  sa tisfied  w ith  v iew in g  th e  p resen t m o m en t a lo n g  th e  h o rizo n ta l lin e  o f  tim e , 

as  th e  co n n ec tin g  lin k  b e tw een  a  v an ish ed  p ast an d  an  u n certa in  tem p o ra l  fu tu re ; w e  o u g h t ra th er  to  v iew  it 

a lo ng  th a t v ertica l lin e o f  tim e  w h ich  lin k s it u p  w ith  th e  u n iq u e in s tan t o f  u n ch an g in g  e te rn ity . W h atev er  

h ap p en s , le t u s  say  to  o u rse lv es: A t tliis m o m en t G o d  is p resen t an d  d esires  to  d raw  m e  to  H im se lf. In  o n e  

o f  th e  m o st  p a in fu l m o m en ts  o f  S t. A lp h o n su s ' life , w h en  th e  b e lo v ed  co n g reg a tio n  h e  h ad  ju s t fo u n d ed  

seem ed  a ll b u t lo s t, h e  h eard  th ese  w o rd s  fro m  th e  lip s o f  a  lay frien d  o f  h is: "G o d  is a lw ay s p resen t. F a th e r  

A lp h on su s.  " N o t o n ly  d id  h e  ren ew  b is co u rag e , b u t th a t h o u r  o f  p a in  b ecam e  o n e  o f  th e  m o st  fru itfu l  o f  b is  

life .

L et u s in  a ll rev e rses g iv e  h eed  to  th e  ac tu a l g races  o ffe red  u s  w ith  each  p ass in g  m in u te  fo r  th e  fu lfilm en t 

o f  p resen t d u ty . W e  sh a ll th u s  rea lize m o re  an d  m o re  h o w  g rea t m u st b e  o u r  fid e lity in  little tilin g s  as  w ell 

as  in  g rea t.

F id e lity  in  l i t t le  th in g s

O u r  L o rd  te lls u s  (L u k e 1 6 : 1 0 ) : "H e th a t is  fa ith fu l in  th a t  w h ich  is leas t is fa ith fu l a lso  in  th a t  w h ich  is  

g rea te r."  A g ain , in  th e  p arab le  o f  th e  ta len ts  H e say s  to  each  o f  th e  fa ith fu l se rv an ts: "W ell d o n e , g o o d  an d  

fa ith fu l se rv an t, b ecau se  th o u  h ast  b een  fa ith fu l o v er  a  few  th in g s , I  w ill  p lace  th ee  o v er  m an y  th in g s  : en te r  

th o u  in to  th e  jo y  o f  th y  L o rd "  (M att. 2 5 : 2 1 ). W e  h av e  h ere  a  m o st  im p o rtan t le sson  o n  th e  v a lu e o f  tr iv ia l 

th in g s , o n e  v ery  o ften  ig n o red  b y  th o se  w h o  a re  n a tu rally  h ig h -m in d ed , w h o  tak e  th e  firs t s tep  o n  th e  w ro n g  

p a th  w h en  th e ir sen se  o f  d ig n ity  d eg en era tes in to  p rid e . W e  can n o t  lay  to o  m u ch  s tre ss o n  th is  p o in t in  

co n sid e rin g  th e  fid e lity w e  o u g h t  to  sh o w  to  th e  g race  o f  th e  p resen t m o m en t.

A s o ften  n o ted , in  m an y  cases  w h ere  so u ls  h av e  g iv en  th em se lv es  to  G o d  in  a ll s in ce rity  an d  h av e  m ad e  

g en ero u s, ev en  h ero ic  e ffo rts to  p ro v e  th e ir  lo v e  fo r  H im , a  c ritica l m o m en t co m es  w h en  th ey  m u st ab an d o n  

a  to o  p erso n a l  w ay  o f  ju d g in g  an d  ac tin g — th o u g h  it m ay  b e  o f  a  h ig h  o rd er— so  as  to  en te r  u p o n  th e  p a th  

o f  tru e  h u m ility , th a t " little h u m ility " w h ich  lo ses s ig h t o f  se lf  an d  lo o k s h en cefo rw ard  o n  G o d  a lo n e .



A t th a t m o m en t tw o  w ide ly  d iffe ren t co u rses  a re  p o ssib le : e ith e r th e  so u l seek s  fo r  itse lf  th e  co u rse  to  tak e  

an d  p u rsu es  it, o r  it fa ils to  d o  so , so m etim es  g o in g  so  fa r  astray  in  its u p w ard  p a th  as  to  g o  b ack  ag a in  

w ith o u t  b e in g  a lto g e th e r aw are  o f  it.

T o  see  th is p a th  o f  tru e  h u m ility is  to  d isco ver  in  o u r  ev ery  d ay  life , fro m  m o rn in g  to  n ig h t, o p p o rtu n ities o f  

p erfo rm in g  seem in g ly tr iv ia l ac ts  fo r  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . B u t th e  freq u en t rep e titio n  o f  th ese  ac ts  is o f  

im m en se  v a lu e  an d  lead s to  a  d e licacy o f  a ttitu d e  to  G o d  an d  o u r  n e ig hb o r  w h ich , if  co n stan t  an d  tru ly  

s ince re , is  th e  m ark  o f  p erfec t ch arity .

T h e  ac ts  th en  d em an d ed  o f  th e  so u l  a re  v ery  s im p le an d  p ass  b y  u n n o ticed . T h ere  is n o th in g  in  th em  fo r  

se lf-lo v e  to  tak e  h o ld  o f. G o d  a lo n e sees  th em , an d  th e  so u l  th in k s it is o ffe rin g  H im . so  to  sp eak , n o th in g  a t 

a ll. A n d  y e t th ese  ac ts, S t. T h o m as  say s. [8 6 ] a re  lik e  d ro p s  o f  w ate r  co n tin u a lly fa lling  o n  th e  sam e  sp o t: 

ev en tu a lly th ey  b o re  a  h o le in  th e  ro ck . T h e  sam e  rea l  e ffec t is g rad u a lly p ro d u ced  b y th e  assim ila tio n o f  

th e  g races  w e  rece iv e . T h ey  p en e tra te  th e  so u l  an d  its facu ltie s, a t  th e  sam e  tim e su b lim a tin g  th em  an d  

g rad u a lly b rin g in g  ev ery th in g  to  th e  req u ired  su p ern a tu ra l  fo cu s . W ith o u t th is  fid e lity in  little th in g s  

ac tu a ted  b y  th e  sp irit o f  fa ith  an d  lo v e , h u m ility , p a tien ce  an d  g en tlen ess , th e  co n tem p la tiv e  life w ill n ev er  

p en e tra te  th e  ac tiv e , th e  o rd in a ry  ev ery d ay  life . C o n tem p la tio n  w ill b e  co n fin ed , as  it w ere , to  th e  su m m it 

o f  th e  in te llec t, w h ere  it is m o re  sp ecu la tive  th an  co n tem p la tiv e ; it w ill fa il to  p erm ea te  o u r  w h o le  ex is ten ce  

an d  m an n er  o f  life an d  w ill rem ain  a lm o st co m p le te ly  b arren  w h ereas  it sh o u ld  b eco m e  ev ery  d ay  m o re  

fru itfu l

T h is is a  m atte r  o f  su p rem e  im p o rtan ce . S t. F ran c is  d e  S a les m o re  th an  o n ce  sp eak s o f  it. [8 7 ] S t. T h o m as  

say s  th e  sam e  th in g  in  an o th e r  w ay  w h en  h e  teach es , as  w e  h av e  a lread y  seen , th a t in  th e  co n cre te  rea lity ' o f  

life n o  d e lib e ra te ac t  is h ic  e t n u n c  m o rally  in d ifferen t. [8 8 ] In  a  ra tio n a l b e in g  ev ery  d e lib e ra te ac t sh o u ld  

b e  ra tio n a l sh o u ld  h av e  an  "h o n o rab le" en d  in  v iew , an d  in  th e  C h ristian  ev ery  ac t sh o u ld  b e  d irec ted  a t 

least v irtu a lly  to  G o d  as  to  th e  su p rem e  o b jec t o f  lo v e . T h is  tru th  b rin g s  o u t  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  

m u ltifa riou s ac tio n s w e  h av e  to  p erfo rm  d ay  b y  d ay . P erh ap s  th ey a re  tr iv ia l in  th em se lv es , n ev erth e less  

th ey  a re  o f  g rea t im p o rtan ce  re la tiv e to  G o d  an d  th e  sp irit o f  fa ith  an d  lo v e , o f  h u m ility an d  p a tien ce  th a t 

sh o u ld  ac tu a te  u s  in  p erfo rm in g  th em  an d  o ffe rin g  th em  to  H im .

T h is c ritica l  m o m en t o f  w h ich  w e  a re  sp eak in g  m ark s  a  d ifficu lt c risis  in  th e  sp iritu a l life o f  m an y  fa irly  

ad v an ced  so u ls , w h o  th en  ru n  th e  risk  o f  fa llin g b ack  ag a in .

If  a  so u l th a t h as sh o w n  itse lf  g en ero u s  o r  ev en  h ero ic , a fter  reach in g  th is  p o in t is s till fa r  to o  p erso n a l in  its  

m an n er  o f  ju d g in g  an d  ac tin g  an d  d o es  n o t see  th e  n eed  o f  a  ch an g e , it co n tin u es o n  its w ay  w ith  a  m erely  

acq u ired  im pe tu s, an d  its  p ray er  an d  ac tiv itie s a re  n o  lo n g er  w h at  th ey  sh o u ld  b e . T h ere  is a  rea l d an g er  

h ere . T h e  so u l m ay  b eco m e  s tu n ted  an d  its  d ev e lo p m en t a rrested  lik e o n e  d w arfed  th ro u g h  so m e  d efo rm ity '. 

O r  it m ay  tak e  a  fa lse  d irec tio n . In s tead  o f  tru e  h u m ility . it m ay  a lm ost u n aw ares  d ev e lo p  a  so rt o f  re fin ed  

p rid e , w h ich  sca rce ly  ap p ears  a t  first  ex cep t in  th e  sm all d e ta ils o f  d a ily life . F o r  th a t reaso n  th is  w ill 

rem ain  u n k n o w n  to  a  sp iritu a l d irec to r  liv in g ap art fro m  th o se  h e  d irec ts. T h is  p rid e  w ill s tead ily tak e  th e  

fo rm  o f  an  am u sed  co n d escen sio n , an d  su b seq u en tly  d ev e lo p  in to  an  ace rb ity o f  m an n er  in  o u r  re la tio n s  

w ith  o u r  n e igh bo r, p erm ea tin g  th e  w  h o le  life o f  th e  d ay an d  th u s s tu ltify  in g  ev ery th in g . T h is ace rb ity  m ay  

lead  to  ran co r  an d  co n tem p t  fo r  o u r  n e ig h b o r, w h o m  n ev erth e less w e  sh o u ld  lo v e  fo r  G o d 's  sak e.

A  so u l  th a t h as  co m e  to  th is p ass  w ill n o t  easily  b e  led  to  m ak e  th o se  h o ly co n sid e ra tio n s  w h ich  a re  

n ecessa iy  fo r  it to  re tu rn  to  th e  p o in t w h en ce  it w en t astray . S u ch  a  so u l sh o u ld  b e  reco m m en d ed  to  o u r  

L ad y 's ca re ; in  m an y  cases  sh e  a lon e  can  lead  it b ack  in to  th e  rig h t p a th . [8 9 ]

T h e  rem ed y  fo r  th is  ev il is to  m ak e  th e  so u l  v ery  a tten tive to  th e  g race  o f  th e  m o m en t an d  fa ith fu l in  tr iv ia l 

tilin g s .

T o  q u o te  P ere  d e  C au ssad e  o n ce  m o re : 



A ctio n s a re  n o t d e te rm in ed  b y  id eas o r  b y  a  co n fu sio n  o f  w o rd s  w h ich  b y  th em se lv es  w o u ld  o n ly  se rv e  to  

ex c ite  p rid e .... W e  m u st m ak e  u se  o n ly  o f  w h at G o d  sen d s  u s  to  d o  o r  to  su ffe r, an d  n o t  fo rsak e  tliis  d iv in e  

rea lity to  o ccu p y  o u r  m in d s  w ith  th e  h is to rica l w o n d ers  o f  th e  d iv in e  w o rk  in s tead  o f  g a in ing  an  in c rease  o f  

g race  b y  o u r  fid elity . T h e  m arv e ls  o f  tliis  w o rk , w h ich  w e  read  ab o u t  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  sa tisfy in g  o u r  

cu rio s ity , o ften  o n ly  ten d  to  d isg u st u s  w ith  tilin g s th a t seem  tr iflin g  b u t  b y  w h ich , if  w e  d o  n o t  d esp ise  

th em , th e  d iv in e lo v e e ffec ts  v ery  g rea t tilin g s  in n s . F o o ls  th a t w e  a re ! W e  ad m ire  an d  b less  tliis d iv in e  

ac tio n  in  th e  w ritin g s  th a t re la te its  h isto ry ; an d  w h en  it is read y  to  co n tin u e  tliis  w ritin g  o n  o u r  h earts, w e  

k eep  m o v in g  th e  p ap er  an d  p rev en t  it w ritin g  b y  o u r  cu rio s ity , th a t w e  m ay  see  w h at it is d o in g  in  an d  

a ro u n d  u s.... F o r  lo v e  o f  T h ee , O  m y  G o d , an d  fo r  th e  d isch arg e  o f  m y  d eb ts, I  w ill co n fin e  m y self  to  th e  

o n e  essen tia l b u sin ess, th a t o f  th e  p resen t m o m en t, an d  th u s  en ab le  T h ee  to  ac t. [9 0 ]

T liis  is w h at is m ean t b y  th e  co m m o n  say in g . A g e  q u o d  ag is . A n d  so . if  w e  a re  rea lly d o in g  o u r  u tm o st  d ay  

b y  d ay  to  b e  fa ith fu l to  G o d  in  little tilin g s . H e  w ill ce rta in ly  g iv e  u s  s tren g th  to  b e  fa ith fu l  to  H im  in  

d ifficu lt an d  v ery  p a in fu l c ircu m stan ces , if  th ro u g h  H is p erm iss io n  th a t sh o u ld  b e  o u r  lo t. T h u s  w ill b e  

rea lized  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  G o sp e l: "S u ffic ien t fo r  th e  d ay  is th e  ev il th e reo f" ; [9 1 ] "H e th a t is fa ith fu l  in  th a t 

w h ich  is least, is  fa ith fu l a lso  in  th a t w h ich  is g rea ter.  " 19 2 ]

2 3 .  T h e  A tt itu d e  O f  P r o v id e n c e  T o w a r d  T h o se  W h o  A b a n d o n  T h e m s e lv e s  C o m p le te ly  T o  I t

F id elity to  d a ily d u ty  b y  d o c ile  co rresp o n d en ce  to  th e  g races  o ffe red  u s  ev ery  m o m en t, so o n  rece iv es its  

rew ard  in  th a t sp ecia l assis tan ce  w h ich  P ro v id en ce  g iv es  to  th o se  w h o  p rac tice  tliis  ch ild lik e se lf-su rren d er. 

T liis  assis tan ce , it m ay  b e  sa id , is sh o w n  m ain ly  in  th ree  w ay s, w h ich  it w ill b e  w ell to  em p h asize : th u s  

P ro v id en ce  g iv es sp ecia l g u id ance  to  th o se  so u ls  in  th e ir d ark n ess ; it d efen d s  th em  ag a in st w h atev er  is  

h o stile to  th e ir sp iritu a l w elfa re ; an d  it in ten sifie s th e ir in te rio r life m o re  an d  m o re.

I n  w h a t  w a y  G o d  g u id e s  th o s e  s o u ls  th a t  a b a n d o n  th e m se lv e s  to  H im

H e en lig h ten s th em  th ro ug h  th e  g ifts  o f  w isd o m  an d  u n d erstan d in g , k n o w led ge  an d  co u n se l w h ich  w ith  

san c tify ing  g race  an d  ch arity  w e  rece iv ed  in  b ap tism  an d  to  a  g rea te r  d eg ree  in  co n firm atio n . In  im p erfect 

so u ls  th ese  g ifts , to g e th e r  w ith  th o se  o f  p ie ty , fo rtitu d e , an d  filia l fea r, a re . so  to  sp eak , sh ack led  b y  m o re  o r  

le ss in o rd in ate  in c lin a tio n s , so  th a t su ch  so u ls  a re  liv in g  b u t a  su p erfic ia l life , w h ich  p rev en ts  th em  fro m  

b e in g  a tten tive to  th e  in sp ira tio n s o f  th e  M aste r  o f  th e  in te rio r life .

T h ese  g ifts h av e  b een  lik en ed  to  th e  sa ils o f  a  b o a t  b y  w  h ich  it read ily acco m m o d a tes itse lf  to  th e  least s tir  

o f  a  fav o rab le  w in d . In  im p erfec t so u ls , h o w ev er, th e  sa ils  a re  fu rled  an d  w ill n o t re sp o n d  to  th e  b reeze. O n  

th e  o th e r  h an d , w h en  th e  so u l d o es  w h at it can to  fu lfil its d a ily o b lig a tio n s an d  s tee r  its b ark  as it sh o u ld , 

ab an d o n in g  itse lf  to  G o d . H e  v is its it w ith  H is in sp ira tio n s, a t  first la ten t an d  co n fu sed , w h ich  if  w ell 

receiv ed , b eco m e  m o re  an d  m o re  freq u en t, m o re  in sisten t an d  lu m in o u s.

T h en , am id st th e jo yfu l an d  p a in fu l ev en ts  o f  life , th e  c lash  o f  tem p eram en ts , in tim es o f  sp iritu a l d ry n ess , 

am id st th e  sn a res o f  th e  d ev il o r  o f  m en , the ir su sp ic io n  an d  th e ir  jea lo usies , th e  so u l in  its h ig h er reg io n s  a t 

an y  ra te  rem ain s  a lw ay s  a t p eace . It en jo y s  tliis se ren ity  b ecau se  it is in tim ate ly p ersu ad ed  th a t G o d  is  

g u id in g  it an d . in  ab an d o n in g  itse lf  to  H im , it seek s  o n ly  to  d o  H is w ill an d  n o th in g  m o re. T h u s it sees  H im  

ev ery w h ere  u n d er  ev ery  ex te rn a l g u ise  an d  m ak es  u se  o f  ev ery th in g  to  fu rth e r  its u n io n  w ith  H im . S in  

itse lf , b y  its v ery  co n tras t, w ill  recall  th e  in fin ite m ajesty  o f  G o d .

T h en  is in c reasin g ly  rea lized  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  A p o stle  S t. Jo h n  to  th e  fa ith fu l fo r  w h o m  h e  w ro te  h is F irs t 

E p istle : "L e t th e  u n c tio n  y o u  h av e  rece iv ed  fro m  G o d  ab id e  in  y o u . A n d  y o u  h av e  n o  n eed  th a t an y  m an  

teach  y o u : b u t as  H is u n c tio n  teach e th  y o u  o f  a ll th in g s , an d  is tru th , an d  is n o  h e" (I Jo h n 2 :2 7 ).

T h e  so u l h as  th en  le ss  n eed  o f  reaso n in g s  an d  m eth od s  in  its p ray er  an d  m ed ita tio n , o r  fo r  its g u idan ce ; it 

h as  b eco m e  m o re  s im p lified in  its  m o d e  o f  th o u g h t an d  d esire . It  fo llo w s ra th er  th e  in te rio r ac tio n  o f  G o d  in  



its so u l, w h ich  m ak es  itse lf  fe lt n o t so  m u ch b y  th e  im p ress io n  o f  id eas, as  th ro u g h  th e  in s tin c t o r  th e  

n ecessity  im p o sed  b y  c ircu m stan ces w h ere  o n ly  o n e  co u rse  is  p o ssib le . It p erce iv es a t o n ce  th e  d ep th  o f  

m ean in g  in so m e  p h rase  fro m  th e  G o sp e ls  w h ich  h as  n o t  p rev io u sly  im p ressed  it. G o d  g iv es  it an  

u n d ers tan d in g  o f  th e  S crip tu res su ch  as  H e  g av e  to  th e  tw o  d iscip les o n  th e  w ay  to  E m m au s. T h e  s im p les t 

se rm o n s a re  a  so u rce  o f  en lig h ten m en t an d  it d isco v ers  treasu res  in  th em ; fo r  G o d  m ak es  u se  o f  th ese  

m ean s  th a t H e H im se lf m ay  en lig h ten th e  so u l, ju s t as  a  g rea t a rtis t m ay  u se  th e  m o st  o rd in a ry  im p lem en t, 

th e  ch eap est p en c il to  ex ecu te  a  g rea t m aste rp iece , a  w o n d erfu l  p ic tu re  o f  C h ris t o r  th e  B lessed  V irg in .

In  G o d 's  d ea ling s w ith  so u ls  th a t ab an d o n  th em se lv es  to  H im . m u ch  rem ain s  o b scu re , m y ste rio u s, 

d isco n certin g , im p ene trab le ; b u t  H e  m ak es  it a ll co n trib u te  to  th e ir sp iritu a l w elfa re , an d  so m e  d ay  th ey  w ill 

see  th a t w h at a t tim es to  th em  w as  th e  cau se  o f  p ro fo u n d  d eso la tio n  w as  th e  so u rce  o f  m u ch  jo y  to  th e  

an g e ls.

M o reo v er. G o d  en lig h ten s th e  so u l b y  m ean s  o f  th is v ery  d ark n ess  an d  ju s t w h en  H e  ap p ears  to  b lin d  it. 

W h en  th e  tilin g s  o f  sen se , w h ich  o n ce  so  ch an n ed  an d  fa sc in a ted  u s. a re  o b lite ra ted , th en  th e  g ran d eur  o f  

sp iritu a l tilin g s b eg in s to  b e  seen . A  fa llen  m o n arch , lik e  L o u is X V I a fte r  lo s in g  h is  th ro n e , sees  m o re  

c learly  th an  ev er  b efo re  th e  su b lim ity o f  th e  G o spe l  an d  o f  th e  m an y  g races  h e  h as rece iv ed  in  th e  p ast. 

F o rm erly  h e  sca rce ly  g av e  th em  a  th o u g h t, b e in g  to o  ab so rbed  in  th e  ex te rn a l sp len d o rs  o f  h is  k in gd o m . 

A n d  n o w  it is th e  k in g d o m  o f  h eav en  th a t is rev ea led  to  h im .

A n  im p o rtan t law  in  th e  sp iritu a l w o rld  is th a t th e  tran scen d en t d ark n ess  o f  d iv in e  tilin g s is in  a  sen se  m o re  

illu m ina tin g th an  th e  o b v io u sn ess o f  ea rth ly  th in g s . W e  h av e  an  illu s tra tio n  o f  th is in  th e  sen sib le o rd er. 

S u rp ris in g  as  th e  tru th  m ay  a t  firs t ap p ear, w e  see  m u ch  fa rth e r  in  th e  d ark n ess  o f  th e  n ig h t th an  in  th e  lig h t 

o f  d ay . T h e  su n , in  fac t, m u st  firs t b e  h id d en  b efo re  w e  can  see  th e  s ta rs  an d  h av e  a  g lim p se o f  th e  

u n fa th o m ab le  d ep th s  o f  th e  sk y . T h e  sp ec tac le  p resen ted  to  u s  o n  a  s tarry ' n ig h t is so m etim es  in co m p arab ly  

m o re  b eau tifu l th an  an y th in g  to  b e  seen  o n  ev en  th e  su n n iest  d ay . In  th e  d ay tim e , d o u b tle ss , o u r  v iew  m ay  

ex ten d  fa r  o v er  th e  su rro u n d in g  co u n try ', an d  ev en  to  th e  su n  itse lf , th o u g h  its lig h t tak es  e ig h t m inu tes to  

reach  u s. B u t in  th e  d ark n ess  o f  th e  n ig h t w e  see  a t a  s in g le  g lan ce  th o u san d s  o f  s ta rs, a lth o u g h  th e  lig h t 

fro m  ev en  th e  n eares t  req u ires  fo u r  an d  a  h a lf  y ears  to  reach  u s. F ro m  th e  sp iritua l  p o in t o f  v iew  th e  sam e  

h o lds tru e : as th e  su n  p rev en ts  o u r  see in g  th e  s ta rs, so  in  h u m an  life  th e re  a re  tilin g s  w h ich  b y  th e ir g la re  

o b stru c t  o u r  v iew  o f  th e  sp len d o rs  o f  th e  fa ith . It is fittin g , th en , th a t  fro m  tim e  to  tim e  in  o u r  liv es  

P ro v id en ce  sh o u ld  su b d u e  th is g la re  o f  in fe rio r tilin g s so  as  to  g iv e  u s  a  g lim p se  o f  so m eth in g  fa r  m o re  

p rec io u s  fo r  o u r  so u l  an d  o u r  sa lv a tion .

In d eed , in  th e  sp iritu a l o rd er, as in  th e  p h y sica l th e re  is o ften  an  a ltern a tio n  o f  d ay  an d  n ig h t; it is  

m en tio n ed  m o re  th an  o n ce  in  th e  Im ita tio n . If  w e  a re  sad d en ed  a t  th e  ap p ro ach  o f  tw iligh t, G o d  co u ld  w ell 

an sw er  u s  b y  say in g : H o w  can  I o th e rw ise  rev ea l to  y o u  a ll th o se  th o u san d s  o f  s ta rs  w h ich  can  b e  seen  o n ly  

a t n ig h t?

T h u s  is  v erified  th e  tru th  o f  o u r  L o rd 's w o rd s  w h en  H e  sa id : "H e th a t fo llo w eth  m e  w alk e th  n o t in  

d ark n ess"  (Jo h n  8 :1 2 ). T h e  lig h t o f  fa ith  d isp e ls th e  lo w er  d ark n ess o f  ig n o ran ce , s in , an d  d am n atio n , say s  

S t. T h o m as. [9 3 ] M o reo v er, s in ce  th is  d iv in e  d ark n ess is o w in g  to  a  h ig h er lig h t v v liich  is  to o  in ten se  fo r  o u r  

feeb le  v is io n , it d o es  en lig h ten u s in  its o w n  fa sh io n  an d  g iv es u s  a  g lim p se  in to  th e  ab y ss o f  th e  h eav ens , 

in to  th e  d eep  th in g s o f  G o d . in to  th e  m y stery  o f  th e  w ay s o f  P ro v id en ce . S t. P au l  say s: [9 4 ]

W e  sp eak  w isd o m  am o n g  th e  p erfect:  y e t  n o t th e  w isd o m  o f  th e  w o rld , n e ith e r  o f  th e  p rin ces  o f  th is  w o rld  

th a t co m e  to  n o u g h t. B u t w e  sp eak  th e  w isd o m  o f  G o d  in  a  m y ste ry , a  w isd o m  w h ich  is h id d en , w h ich  G o d  

o rd a in ed  b efore  th e  w o rld , u n to  o u r  g lo ry : w h ich  n o n e  o f  th e  p rin ces  o f  th is  w o rld  k n ew . F o r  if  th ey  h ad  

k n o w n  it, th ey  w o u ld  n ev er  h av e  c ru c ified  th e  L o rd  o f  g lo ry . B u t, as it is w ritten : T h a t ey e  h a th  n o t seen , 

n o r  ea r  h eard : n e ith e r h a th  it en te red  in to  th e  h eart o f  m an . w h at  tilin g s  G o d  h a th  p rep ared  fo r  th em  th a t 

lo v e  h im . B u t to  u s G o d  h a th  rev ea led  th em  b y  H is S p irit. F o r  th e  S p irit search e th  a ll th in g s,  y ea . th e  d eep  

tilin g s  o f  G o d .



G o d  h as  H is o w n  w ay  o f  en lig h ten in g  so u ls  co n cern in g  H is in tim ate life an d  th e  sec re ts o fH is  w ay s. 

S o m etim es  H e seem s  to  b lind  th em , y e t, in  rea lity , ju s t w h en  an  in fe rio r lig h t d isap p ears , th en  it is th a t H e  

g iv es th em  a  m o re  su b lim e  lig h t. F o r  th e  sa in t, th e  d ark n ess o f  d ea th  is fo llo w ed  im m ed ia te ly  b y  th e  lig h t o f  

g lo ry . T h o se  a ro u n d  h im  a re  sad d en ed  to  see  th is  p resen t life co m in g  so  q u ick ly  to  an  en d ; h e  is h ap p y  to  

see  it d raw in g  to  its c lo se , fo r  it m ean s  h is  en try  in to  ev erlas tin g  life .

If  a t  tim es in  o u r  liv es ev ery th in g  seem s  d esp era te , an d , as  T au le r  say s, th e  m asts  h av e  g o n e  o v erb oard  an d  

th e  sh ip  is red u ced  to  a  m ere  h u lk  in  th e  m id st o f  th e  tem p est, th en  is  th e  m o m en t  to  ab an d o n  o u rse lv es  to  

G o d  fu lly an d  co m p le te ly , w ith o u t re serv e . If  w e  d o  so  w ith  a ll o u r  h eart, G o d  w ill a t o n ce  tak e  in to  H is  

o w n  h an d s  th e  im m ed ia te d irection  o f  o u r  liv es , fo r  H e  a lon e  can  sav e  u s.  "  T h e  L o rd  lead e th  th e  ju s t b y  

rig h t w ay s  an d  sh o w eth  h im  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d " (W is . 1 0 : 1 0 ).

T h e  s o u l  th a t  a b a n d o n s  i t s e lf  to  G o d  is  d e fe n d e d  b y  H im  a g a in s t  th e  e n e m ie s  o f  i t s  s p ir itu a l  w e lfa r e

T h is is w h at S t. P au l  te lls u s  in  th e  E p istle to  th e  R o m an s (8 : 3 1 ) : "If  G o d  b e  fo r  u s, w h o  is ag a in st u s?  H e  

th a t sp a red  n o t  ev en  H is o w n  S o n , b u t  d e live red  H im  u p  fo r  u s  a ll, h o w  h a th  H e  n o t  a lso , w ith  H im , g iven  

u s  a ll th in g s . " T h e  B o o k  o f  W isdo m  say s  o f  th e  ju s t w h o  in  co n fid en ce  ab an d o n  th em se lv es to  G o d : "W ith  

H is rig h than d  H e w ill co v erth em , an d w ith H is h o ly  a rm  H e w ill d efen d  th em " (5 : 1 7 ).

A ll th in g s a re  co n tro lled  b y  P ro v iden ce ; th e  leas t c ircu m stan ce , h o w ev er  in s ig n ifican t, is in  its h an d s. W ith  

P ro v id en ce  th e re  is n o  su ch  th in g  as  ch an ce ; an d  so  b y  so m e  little u n fo reseen  in c id en t it can  easily  u p se t th e  

cu n n in g  ca lcu la tio n s o f  th o se  h o stile  to  sp iritu a l g o o d . W e  h av e  an  ex am p le  o f  th is  in  th e  life o f  Jo sep h , 

w h o  w as  so ld  b y  h is  b re th ren . H ad  n o t  th e  Ism aé lite  m erch an ts, b y  ch an ce  ap p aren tly , p assed b y  ju s t  w h en  

h is b ro th e rs  h ad  d ec id ed  to  p u t  h im  to  d ea th , h e  w o u ld  h av e  b een  le ft th e re  in  th e  c iste rn  w h ere  th ey  h ad  

th ro w n  h im . B u t it w as  th en  an d  n o t  an  h o u r  la te r, as  w as  o rd a in ed  b y  G o d  fro m  a ll e te rn ity , th a t th e  

m erch an ts  a rriv ed  o n  th e  scen e , an d  Jo sep h  w as  th u s so ld  in to  s lav e ry . A n d  so , b e in g  led  in to  E g y p t, h e  w as  

la te r to  b e  a  b en efac to r  to  th o se  w h o  h ad  w ish ed  to  d estro y  h im . L et  u s  reca ll a lso  th e  s to ry  o f  E sth e r, o f  the  

p ro p h e t  D an ie l, an d  o f  m an y  o th e rs ,  j S im ila r an d  m o re  s trik in g  a re  th e  c ircu m stan ces su rro u n d in g  th e  b irth  

o f  o u r  L o rd . H ero d  h ad  o rg an ized  a ll th e  fo rces  a t  h is d isp o sa l  to  p u t th e  M essias  to  d ea th  an d  h ad  th en  

req u ested  th e  w ise  m en  fro m  th e  E ast to  o b ta in  fo r  h im  p rec ise  in fo rm atio n  ab o u t  th e  ch ild . B u t, "h av in g  

rece iv ed  an  an sw er  in  s leep  th a t  th ey  sh o u ld  n o t re tu rn  to  H ero d , th ey  w en t  b ack  an o th er  w ay  to  th e ir o w n  

co u n try "  (M att. 2 : 1 2 )."  T h en  H ero d , p erce iv in g  th a t h e  w as  d e lu d ed  b y  th e  w ise  m en ,... sen d in g , k illed  a ll 

th e  m en  ch ild ren  th a t w ere  in  B eth lehem  an d  in  a ll th e  b o rd ers  th e reo f"  (ib id ., 2 : 1 6 ), b u t  an  an g e l, 

ap p earin g  in  s leep  to  Jo sep h , co m m an d ed  h im  to  sav e  th e  ch ild  fro m  th e  k ing 's  w ra th  an d  flee  in to  E g y p t.

In  th e  liv es o f  th e  ju s t it is n o t  m iracu lo u s th a t  th e ir g u ard ian  an g e ls in te rv en e  a t G o d 's  co m m an d  to  in sp ire  

so m e  h o ly  th o u gh t  in  th em , w h eth er  th ey  b e  asleep  o r  aw ak e ; it is a  p ro v id en tia l o ccu rren ce  b y  n o  m ean s  

ra re  in  th e  liv es o f  th o se  w h o  ab an d o n  th em se lv es co m p le te ly  to  G o d . In  th e  B o o k  o f  P salm s (9 0 :1 0 )  w e  

a re  to ld : "T h ere  sh a ll b e  n o  ev il co m e  to  th ee : n o r  sh a ll th e  sco u rg e  co m e  n ear  th y  d w ellin g . F o r  th e  L o rd  

h a th  g iv en  H is an g e ls ch arg e  o v er  th ee , to  k eep  th ee  in  a ll th y  w ay s. In  th e ir  h an d s  th ey  sh a ll  b ear  th ee  u p . 

le st th o u  d ash  th y  fo o t  ag a in st a  s to n e .  "  W e  m u st  n o t  tem p t  G o d , o f  co u rse ; b u t  in  th e  fu lfilm en t o f  o u r  

d a ily  d u tie s w e  m u st  re s ig n  o u rse lv es h u m b ly  in to  H is h an d s, an d  th o se  w h o  th u s  ab an d o n  th em se lv es to  

H im , H e  w ill p ro tec t as  a  m o th er  p ro tec ts h er  ch ild ren . If  H e  a llo w s p ersecu tio n , o ften b itte r  p ersecu tio n , to  

co m e  u p o n  th em , as  H e  d id  in  th e  case  o fH is o w n  S o n . n ev erth e less  H e  w ill n o t  a llo w  th e  ju s t to  lo se  

co u rag e , b ut  w ill su sta in  th em  in  in v is ib le w ay s  an d , if  in  a  m o m en t o f  w eak n ess  th ey  sh o u ld  fa ll, as  P e te r  

d id , H e  w ill ra ise  th em  u p  ag a in  an d  lead  th em  o n  to  th e  h av en  o f  sa lv a tio n .

T h e  so u l th at  ab an d o ns  itse lf  to  G o d  in s tead  o f  re s is tin g  its en em ies , so  th e  sa in ts  te ll u s, fin d s  in  th em  

u se fu l  a llie s . S ay s  P ere  d e  C au ssad e : [9 5 ]

T h ere  is n o th in g  th a t is m o re  en tire ly  o p p o sed  to  w o rld ly  p ru d en ce  th an  s im p lic ity ; it tu rn s  asid e  a ll 

sch em es  w itho u t co m p reh en d in g  th em , w ith o u t so  m u ch  as  a  th o u gh t  ab o u t  th em .... T o  h av e  to  d ea l  w ith  a  

s im p le so u l  is . in  a  ce rta in  w ay , to  h av e  to  d ea l w ith  G o d . W h at  can  b e  d o n e  ag a in st th e  w ill o f  th e  

A lm ig h ty an d  H is in sc ru tab le  d esig ns?  G o d  tak es  th e  cau se  o f  th e  s im p le so u l  in  h an d . It is u n n ecessa ry  to  



s tu d y  th e  in trig u es o f  o th e rs  ag a in st it.... T he  d iv in e ac tio n  m ak es  th e  so u l ad o p t su ch  ju s t m easu res  as  to  

su rp rise  ev en  th o se  w h o  w ish  to  tak e  it b y  su rp rise . It  p ro fits  b y  a ll th e ir e ffo rts .... T h ey  a re  th e  g a lley -  

s lav es  w h o  b rin g  th e  sh ip  in to  p o rt  w ith  h ard  ro w in g . A ll o b stac les  tu rn  to  th e  g o o d  o f  th is  so u l.... A ll it h as  

to  fea r  is le s t it sh o u ld  tak e  p art  in  a  w o rk  an d  so  d is tu rb  it... in  w h ich  it h as n o th in g  to  d o  b u t p eacefu lly  to  

o b se rv e  th e  w o rk  o f  G o d , an d  fo llo w  w ith  s im p lic ity th e  a ttrac tio n s  H e  g iv es it. ... T h e  so u l  in  th e  s ta te  o f  

ab an d on m ent  can  ab sta in  fro m  ju s tify in g  itse lf  b y  w o rd  o r  d eed . T h e  d iv in e  ac tio n  ju stifie s it.

T h u s  it is in  th e  liv es o f  th e  sa in ts , an d , in  d u e  p ro p o rtio n s , th e  w ay  th ey  h av e  fo llo w ed  o u g h t  to  b e  o u rs  

a lso .

N o t  in freq u en tly w e  h ear  p eo p le  w h o  a re  b eset  b y  d ifficu ltie s say  in  a  flip p an t so rt o f  w ay : "W h y  w o rry ?"  

T h a t is a  shee r  m ate ria lis tic an d  eg o tis tic  co n cep tio n  o f  th e  d o c trin e  w e  a re  h ere  co n side rin g . T h e  an im atin g  

p rin c ip le o f  th is d o c trin e  is a  tru stfu l  se lf-ab an d o n m en t to  P ro v id en ce . If  th is tru stfu l  se lf-ab an d o n m en t is  

n o  lo n g er  p resen t, as  in  su ch  rec ip es  fo r  life  as  th a t "w h y  w o rry ?"  th en  n o th in g  is le ft b u t a  b o d y  w ith o u t a  

so u l, a  fo rm u la  o f  n o  g rea te r  v a lu e  th an  th e  m o ra l en erg y  o f  th e  p erso n  w h o  u tte rs  it. W h en  o n e  h as  

d ep arted  fro m  th is  w ay  o f  sa lv atio n , a ll th a t is le ft o f  th e  n o b les t m ax im s o n  life is a  d ead  fo rm u la  th a t w ill 

se rv e  as  an  ex cu se  fo r  an y th in g . Y et to  a ll is o ffe red  th e  lig h t o f  life in  th e  G o sp e l. T h e  co n sec ra ted  h o st 

e lev a ted  ev ery  m o rn in g  o n  o u r  a lta rs  is o ffe red  u p  fo r  a ll, an d  a ll can  u n ite  th em se lv es w ith  th is  o b la tio n . In  

p lace  o f  th a t co n fid en ce  in  G o d  w h ich  sh o u ld  acco m p an y  o u r  d a ily  ta sk , fo r  u s  to  su b stitu te  an  a rro g an t  

assu ran ce  b ased  o n  p u re ly  h u m an  ca lcu la tio n s is a  trem en d o us  m isfo rtu n e . M an  th en  se ts h im se lf  u p  in  th e  

p lace  o f  G o d ; h e  d estro y s  th e  th eo lo g ica l  v irtu es  w ith in  h im . H e  is p o les asu n d er  fro m  th e  d o c trin e  w e  a re  

co n sid e rin g  h ere , w h ich  is p re -em in en tly  th a t o f  life .

G o d  q u ic k e n s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  th e  in te r io r  l i f e  o f  s o u ls  th a t  a b a n d o n  th e m se lv e s  to  H im

N o t  o n ly  is H e th e ir p ro tec to r  an d  g u id e , b u t  H e q u ick en s  th em  b y  H is g race , b y  th e  v irtu es  an d  th e  g ifts o f  

th e  H o ly G h o st, an d  a lso  th ro u g h  th e  fre sh  in sp ira tio n s H e  is co n tin u o u sly  sen d in g  th em . M o reo v er. H e  is  

q u ick en in g  th em  ev en  w h en  H e  ap p ears  to  s trip  th em , ev en  to  d ea th  itse lf , acco rd in g  to  th ese  w o rd s  o f  S t. 

P au l: "T o  m e  to  liv e is C h rist: an d  to  d ie is g a in " (P h il. 1 :2 1 ). F o r  m an y  life co n sis ts  in  sp o rt o r  a rt o r  so m e  

in te llec tu a l ac tiv ity , su ch  as sc ien ce  o r  p h ilo so ph y . B u t  fo r  su ch  so u ls  as  w c  a re  sp eak in g  o f, life  is s im ply  

C h ris t, o r  as S t. P au l say s, u n ion  w ith  C h ris t. C h rist is th e ir life , say s S t. T h o m as, [9 6 ] in  th e  sen se  th a t H e  

is th e  co n stan t  m o tiv e  o f  th e ir m o st  p ro fo u n d  v ita l ac tiv ity . It  is fo r  H im  th ey  liv e an d  ac t co n tin u o u sly ; n o t 

fo r  an y  h u m an  p u rp o se  b u t in  v ery  tru th  fo r  th e  L o rd , w h o  q u ick en s  th em  m o re  an d  m o re , m ak in g  th is  life  

o f  th e irs d ep en d  u p o n  ju s t th o se  th in g s  th a t ap p aren tly  m u st  d estro y  th em , ev en  as C h rist  H im se lf m ad e  o f  

H is c ro ss  th e  m o st p o ten t in stru m en t  o f  o u r  sa lv a tio n .

T h is  p ro fo u n d  teach in g  w as  ex p ressed  w ith  rem ark ab le  c lea rn ess  b y  a  sev en teen th  cen tu ry  D o m in ican , P ere  

C h ard o n , in  h is b o o k . L a  C ro ix  d e  Jesu s. [9 7 ] H e  p o in ts o u t th a t th e  d ix  in c ac tio n , in  g rad u a lly d e tach in g  u s  

fro m  a ll th a t is n o t G o d . so m etim es  in  m o st p a in fu l w ay s, ten d s  b y  th a t v ery d e tac lu n en t to  u n ite  u s  m o re  

an d  m o re  c lo se ly  to  H im . L o ss is th u s  tu rn ed  in to  g a in . A s g race  in c reases  w ith in  u s. it b eco m es  a t o n ce  a  

so u rce  o f  sep ara tio n  an d  o f  u n io n ; th e  p ro g ress ive  sep ara tio n  is s im p ly  th e  rev e rse  s id e  o f  th e  u n io n . S ay s  

C h ard o n :

F o r  fea r  le st a  to o  freq u en t  en jo y m en t o f  co nso la tion s  sh o u ld  a rrest  th e  so u l's  in c lin a tio n  to  H im se lf. G o d  

in te rru p ts th e  flo w  o f  th e  s tream  in  o rd er  to  m ak e  th e  so u l y earn  m o re  a rd en tly  fo r  th e  so u rce .... H e  

w ith draw s  H is g races  to  g iv e  H im se lf in stead . H e s tea ls g en tly  th ro u g h  th e  so u l m ak in g  H im se lf m aste r  o f  

th e  facu ltie s an d  a ll th e ir co n cern s  th a t H e  m ay  cau se  it to  re jo ice  in  th e  o n e  n ecessa ry g o o d , x v h ich  m u st b e  

lo ved  o n ly  in  th a t sam e  so litu d e in  w h ich  th e  su p rem acy  o f  its  b e in g  is iso la ted  fro m  a ll e lse .

T h u s  w ith  th e  d isap p earan ce  o f  an  in fe rio r lig h t an d  life , an o th e r  lig h t ap p ears , to  illu m in a te o u r  life in  a  

w ay  fa r  m o re  su b lim e .

W h en  an  ap o stle  is s truck  d o w n  w ith  p ara ly s is in  th e  m id st o f  liis ap o sto la te  an d  in  th e  p rim e  o f  life , p eo p le  

o ften  im ag in e th a t h is in flu en ce  is a t an  en d , w h ereas  it o u g h t  to  b e , as it o ften  is , th e  b eg in n in g  o f  



so m eth in g  h ig h er, th e  d irec t ex te rn a l ap o sto la te  g iv in g  p lace  to  th a t liid d en  y e t p ro fo u n d  ap o sto la te  w h ich  

ex erts  its in flu en ce  o n  so u ls  th ro u gh  p ray er  an d  se lf-im m o la tio n  in  C h ris t an d  th e reb y  cau ses  to  o v erflo w  

u p o n  th em  th e  ch a lice  o f  su p erab o un d in g  red em p tio n .

A c t  o f  s e lf -a b a n d o n m e n t

T h is  w h o le  d o c trin e  is  b eau tifu lly su m m ed  u p  in  th e  fo llo w in g  an o n y m o u s  p ray er  in sp ired  b y  S t. 

A u g u stin e :

O  m y  G o d . I leav e  m y self  en tire ly  in  T h y  h an d s. T u rn  an d  tu rn  ag a in  th is m ass  o f  c lay , as  a  v esse l  th a t is  

fa sh io n ed  in  th e  p o tte r 's  h an d  (Je r. 1 8 :6 ). G iv e  it a  sh ap e ; th en  b reak  it if  T h o u  w ilt: it is T h in e , it h as  

n o th in g  to  say . E n o u g h  fo r  m e  th a t it se rv es  a ll T h y  d esig n s an d  th a t n o th in g  re s ists  T h y  g o o d  p leasu re  fo r  

w h ich  I  w as  m ad e . A sk , co m m an d . W h at  w o u ld st T h o u  h av e  m e  to  d o ?  W h at w o u ld st T h o u  h av e  m e  n o t  to  

d o ?  L ifted  u p . cast d o w n , in  p ersecu tio n , in  co n so la tion , in  su fferin g , in ten t u p o n  T h y  w o rk , g o o d  fo r  

n o th in g , I  can  d o  n o  m o re  th an  rep ea t w ith  T h y  h o ly  M o th er: "B e it d o n e  u n to  m e  acco rd in g  to  T h y  w o rd .  "

G iv e  m e  th at lo v e w h ich  is  b ey o n d  a ll lo v es , th e  lo v e  o f  th e  c ro ss— n o t  th o se  h ero ic  c ro sses  w ith  a  g lo ry  

th a t m ig h t fo ste r  se lf-lo v e , b u t th o se  o rd in a ry  c ro sses  w h ich  w e  b ear  w ith  so  m u ch  d is ta ste— th o se  d a ily  

c ro sses  w ith  w h ich  o u r  life  is s trew n  an d  w h ich  a t ev ery  m o m en t w e  en co u n te r o n  o u r  w ay  th ro u gh  life : 

co n trad ictio n s , n eg lec t, fa ilu res , o p p o sitio n , fa lse  ju d g m en ts , th e  co ld n ess  o r  im pu ls iv en ess  o f  so m e , th e  

reb u ffs  o r  co n tem p t  o f  o th e rs , b o d ily  in firm itie s, sp iritu a l d ark n ess, s ilen ce  an d  in te rio r d ry n ess . O n ly  th en  

w ilt T h o u  k n o w  th a t I  lo v e  T h ee , ev en  th o u g h  I  n e ith e r k n o w  n o r  fee l  it m y se lf; an d  th a t is en o u g h  fo r  m e.

T h is is tru ly  h o lin ess o f  a  h ig h  o rd er. W ere  th e re  b u t a  few  su ch  m o m en ts  o f  g rea t a fflic tio n  in  o u r  liv es , w e  

sh o u ld  th en  h av e  reach ed  th e  to p m o st  h e ig h ts an d  h av e  co m e  v ery  n ig h  to  G o d . N o w  ev ery  m o m en t G o d  is  

in v iting  u s  to  liv e  th is  w ay  an d  lo se  o u rse lv es in  H im . E sp ec ia lly a l su ch  m o m en ts  as  th ese  it can  b e  tru ly  

sa id : "T h e  L o rd  lead e th  th e . ju s t b y  rig h t w ay s  an d  sh o w eth  h im  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d " (W is . 1 0 : 1 0 ).

2 4 .  P r o v id e n c e  A n d  T h e  W a y  O f  P e r fe c t io n

If  o n e  tirin g  m o re  th an  an o th e r  sh o u ld  in te rest u s  in  th e  p ro v id en tia l p lan , it is  th e  w ay  o f  p erfec tio n  traced  

o u t  b y  G o d  fro m  a ll e te rn ity . T h e  itin e ra ry  o f  th is ascen t  h as  b een  d esc rib ed  b y  a ll th e  g rea t sp iritu a l 

w rite rs , b u t so m e  h av e  g iv en  sp ecia l co n sid e ra tio n  to  its re la tio n s w  ith  P ro v id en ce . A m o n g  th ese  is S t. 

C ath erine  o f  S ien a . W e  p ro p o se  to  g iv e  h ere  th e  m ain  o u tlin es o f  h er  te stim o n y  o n  th is su b jec t, w h ich  sh e  

rece iv ed  fro m  o n  h ig h .

If  w e  ch o o se  S t. C ath erin e 's  te s tim o ny  in  p re fe ren ce  to  th a t o f  o th e r  sa in ts , th is  is  b ecau se  sh e  h as  a  b ro ad  

v iew  o f  co n cre te  rea litie s , an d  th u s  w e  can  easily  ap p ly  w h at sh e  say s  to  th e  sp iritu a l n eed s  o f  p erson s  in  

ev ery  s ta te  o f  life . M o reo ver, h er  s ty le , th o u g h  n ev er  d escen d in g  fro m  th e  su b lim e , is so  rea listic an d  

p rac tica l  th a t it is su ited  to  ev ery  ty p e  o f  m ind . It  a lm o st a tta ins to  th e  lo ftin ess  an d  s im p lic ity o f  th e  

G o sp els .

It h as  o ften  b een  rem ark ed  h o w  p erfec t is  th e  h arm o n y  b e tw een  th e  teach in g  o f  S t. T h o m as  an d  th a t 

ex p o u n d ed  b y  S t. C atherin e  in  h er  ecstasies  an d  w ritten  d o w n  b y  h er  secre ta rie s , in  th a t b o o k  w h ich  h as  

b een  ca lled  th e  D ia lo g u e.

N o w h ere  is th is d o c trin a l  h arm o ny  m o re  s trik ing  th an  o n  th is su b jec t o f  C h ristian  p erfec tio n  an d  th e  p a th  

w h ich , in  th e  d esig n s  o f  P ro v id en ce , m u st lead  to  it. A s ev id en ce  o f  th is  w e  sh a ll co n side r  th e  fo llo w in g  

p o in ts :

1 ) In  w h at esp ec ia lly d o es  p erfec tio n  co n sis t?



2 ) Is  p erfec tio n  a  m atte r  o f  s tric t  p recep t  o r  is it s im p ly a  m atte r  o f  co u n se l?

3 )  Is  th e  lig h t o f  fa ith  su ffic ien t  fo r  C h ristian  p erfec tio n , o r  is th e re  a lso  req u ired  th e  lig h t w h ich  co m es  

fro m  th e  g ift o f  w isd om ?  A n d  is  th is lig h t n o rm ally in  p ro p ortio n  to  o u r  d eg ree  o f  ch arity , o f  o u r  lo v e  fo r  

G o d ?

4 ) In  th e  d esign s  o f  P ro v id en ce , w h at  p u rifica tion s  a rc  n ecessa ry  fo ru s  to  a rriv e  a t  p erfec tio n ?  C an  w e  

acq u ire  it w ith o u t  p assin g  th ro u g h  th e  so -ca lled  p ass iv e  p u rifica tio n s , th e  p a tien t an d  lo v in g  en d u ran ce  o f  

th e  c ru c ifix io n  o f  th e  sen ses an d  th e  sp irit?

5 )  Is  ev ery  in te rio r so u l ca lled  b y  P ro v id en ce  to  an  in fu sed  co n tem p la tio n  o f  th e  m y ste rie s  o f  fa ith  

illu m in ed b y  th e  g ift o f  w isd o m , an d  to  th a t  u n io n  w  ith  G o d  w h ich  is  th e  re su lt  o f  th is  co n tem p la tio n  an d  

w h ich  is  w id e ly  d iffe ren t fro m  su ch  ex trao rd in a ry  g races  as  rev e la tion s  an d  v is io n s?  In  o th e r  w o rd s , 

acco rd in g  to  th e  p ro v id en tia l p lan  is th e  h ig h est p o in t reach ed  n o rm ally  in  th e  d ev e lo pm en t o f  th e  life o f  

g race  h ere  o n  ea rth  (th e  n o rm al  p re lu d e  to  o u r  h eav en ly life ), o f  th e  asce tica l  o rd er, o r  d o es  it p ass  to  th e  

m y stica l o rder?  Is  o u r  o w n  ac tiv ity  u n d er  th e  in fluen ce  o f  g race  its  d is tin c tiv e ch aracte ristic , o r  is it ra th e r  

o u r  d o c ility  in  re sp o n d in g  to  th e  in sp ira tio n s o f  th e H o ly G h o st?

In  rep ly  to  th ese  q u estio n s  w e  w ill q u o te  fro m  th e  D ia lo g u e ce rta in  p assag es  th a t d ea l ex p ressly  w ith  th is  

su b jec t.

I n  w h a t  C h r is t ia n  p e r fe c t io n  e s p e c ia l ly  c o n s is t s

D o es  it co n sist  m ain ly  in  b o d ily m o rtifica tio n s  o r  in  p rac tices o f  p ie ty  o r  in  th e  k n o w led g e  o f  d iv in e th in g s?  

S t. C ath erine  o f  S ien a  rep lie s w ith  S t. T h o m as  (Ila  Ilae , q . 1 8 4 , a . 1 ) th a t C h ristian  p erfec tio n  co n sis ts  

p rin c ip ally in  ch arity , p rim arily  in  th e  lo v e o f  G o d  an d  seco n d arily  in  th e  lo v e  o f  o u r  n e ig h b o r.

T h is d o c trin e  is v ery  c learly  ex p ressed  in  th e  D ia lo g u e (ch ap ter 1 1 ) [9 8 ] w h ere  w e  read :

S o m e  tim e  ag o , if  th o u  rem em ber, w h en  th ou  w ert d esiro u s o f  d o in g  g rea t  p en an ce  fo r  m y  sak e, ask in g , 

"W h at can  I  d o  to  en d u re  su ffe rin g  fo r  T h ee , O  L o rd ?"  I  rep lied  to  th ee , sp eak in g  in  th y  m in d , "I tak e  

d e lig h t in  few  w o rd s  an d  m an y  w o rk s ."  I  w ish ed  to  sh o w  th ee  th a t h e  w h o  m ere ly  ca lls o n  m e  w ith  th e  

so u n d  o f  w o rds , say in g : "L o rd , L o rd , I  w o u ld  d o  so m eth in g  fo r  T h ee , "  an d  h e  w h o  d esires  fo r  m y  sak e  to  

m o rtify  h is b o d y  b y  m an y  p en an ces , b u t  d oes  n o t ren o u n ce  h is  o w n  w ill, w as  w ro n g  in  th in k in g  th is  to  b e  

p leasin g  to  m e.... I , w h o  am  in fin ite , seek  in fin ite w o rk s , th a t is , u n lim ited  su rg in g s o f  th e  h eart. [9 9 ] I  w ish  

th e re fo re  th a t  th e  w o rk s  o f  p en an ce , an d  o f  o th e r  co rp o ra l  ex ercises , sh o u ld  b e  o b se rv ed  m ere ly  as  m ean s, 

an d  n o t  as  th e  fu n d am en ta l  p erfectio n  o f  the  so u l. F o r  if  th e  p rin c ip a l a ffec tio n  o f  th e  so u l  w ere  p laced  in  

p en an ce , I sh o u ld  rece iv e  a  fin ite th in g  lik e a  w o rd , w h ich , w h en  it h as  issu ed  fro m  th e  m o u th , is n o  m o re , 

u n less  it h as  issu ed  w ith  a ffec tio n  o f  so u l, w h ich  co n cern es an d  b rin g s fo rth  v irtue  in  tru th . It  is  b y  m ean s  o f  

th is in te rio r  v irtu e  th a t  th e  fin ite o p era tio n , w h ich  I h av e  ca lled  a  w o rd , is  u n ited  w ith  th e  a ffec tio n  o f  lo v e .

If  it is o th e rw ise  w e  sh a ll  h av e  n o  m o re  th an  th e  m ate ria l s id e  o f  p erfec tio n ; th e  so u l an d  in sp ira tio n  o f  th e  

in te rio r life w ill n o  lo n g er  b e  th e re . In  th e  sam e  p assag e  sh e  te lls u s  : "W e m u st  n o t  m ak e  o u r  fin a l en d  to  

co n sist  in  p en an ce , o r  in  an y  ex te rn a l ac t; th ese , as  I h av e  sa id , a re  fin ite w o rk s .... It is g o o d  a t  tim es  fo rus  

to  d isco n tin u e  th em , w h eth er  th is a rise  fro m  n ecess ity  o r  fro m  o b ed ien ce  (w h ereas  th e re  m u st  n ev er  b e  an y  

in te rru p tio n  in  th a t life w h ich  co n sis ts  in  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d ).... T h e  so u l  o u g h t  th e refo re  to  ad o p t  th em  as  

m ean s, an d  n o t as  an  en d . .. th ey  p lease  w h en  th ey  a re  p erfo rm ed  as th e  in s tru m en ts  o f  v irtu e , an d  n o t  as  a  

p rin c ip a l en d  in  th em se lv es ."  T h is la st sen ten ce  b rin g s  o u t th e  n ecessity  o f  av o id in g  th e  o p p o site  ex trem e  in  

n eg lec tin g  b o d ily  m o rtifica tio n  as  p rac ticed  b y  a ll th e  sa in ts .

M erit co n sis ts  in  th e  v irtu e  o f  lo v e a lo n e , d irec ted  b y  th e  lig h t o f  tru e  d isc re tio n , w ith o u t  w h ich  th e  so u l  is  

w o rth  n o th in g . D isc re tio n  g iv es  m e  th is lo v e en d less ly , b o u n d less ly , s in ce  I  am  th e  su p rem e  an d  e te rn al  

tru th . T h e  so u l  can  th e re fo re  p lace  n e ith e r law s  n o r  lim its to  h er  lo v e  fo r  m e; b u t h er  lo v e fo r  h er  n e igh b o r, 

o n  th e  co n tra ry ', is o rd ered  in  ce rta in  co n d itio n s. It is w ith in  th e  sco p e  o f  ch arity  n o t to  cau se  th e  in ju ry  o f  



s in  to  se lf  so  as  to  b e  u se fu l to  o th e rs ; fo r  if  o n e  s in g le s in  su fficed  fo r  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  an  ac t  o f  g rea t 

co n seq u en ce , it w o u ld  n o t  b e  a  ch arity  d ic ta ted  b y  p ru d en ce  to  co m m it it.

H o ly d isc re tio n  o rd a in s th a t  th e  so u l  sh o u ld  d irec t a ll h er  p o w ers  u n rese rv ed ly  to  m y  se rv ice  w ith  a  m an ly  

zea l an d  th a t h er  lo v e  fo r  h er  n e ig hb o r  b e  su ch  th a t sh e  w o u ld  lay  d o w n  a  th o u san d  tim es , if  it w ere  

p o ssib le , th e  life o f  h er  b o d y  fo r  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  so u ls , p rep ared  to  en d u re  w h atev er  to rm en ts  so  th a t h er  

n e ig hb o r  m ay  h av e  th e  life o f  g race .

T h is, th en , is  w h at C h ristian  p erfec tio n  co n sis ts  in  esp ec ia lly , p rin c ip a lly in  a  g en ero u s  lo v e  fo r  G o d , an d  

seco n d arily  in  a  lo v e fo r  o u r  n e ig h b o r  w h ich  is n o t  ju s t a ffec tio n , b u t  tran sla tes itse lf  in to  ac tio n .

T h is is w h y  S t. C atherin e  o f  S iena  lo v es  to  sp eak  o f  ch arity  as  g iv in g  life to  a ll th e  v irtu es, [1 0 0 ] as  

ren d erin g  th e ir ac ts  m erito rio u s  o f  e te rn a l  life . [  1 0 1 ] It is  th e  m o th er  o f  th em  a ll; it is th e  b rid a l g arm en t o f  

G o d 's se rv an ts ; [1 0 2 ] it is lik e a  tree  w h ich , w h en  p lan ted  in  th e  so il o f  h u m ility , lifts h ig h  to  th e  h eav en s  its  

b lo sso m s  an d  its ab u n d an ce  o f  fru it, th e  fru it o f  e te rn a l life . [1 0 3 ] T h e  sa in t  freq u en tly  in s is ts o n  th e  

im p o ssib ility o f  sep ara tin g  lo v e  fo r  o u r  n e ig h b o r  fro m  th e  lo v e o f  G o d , th e  lo v e  o f  o u r  n e ig hb o r  b e in g  

s im p ly  th e  rad ia tio n  o f  th e  lo v e  w e  h av e  fo r  G o d , its su re  s ig n  an d  to k en . [1 0 4 ] T h e  lo v e  o f  o u r  n e ig hb o r, 

sh e  ad d s , can n o t  b e  rea lly e fficac io u s  u n less  w e  lo v e  h im  in  G o d  an d  fo r  H is sake . It  is co m p ared  to  a  

v esse l  filled a t a  fo u n ta in : "If  a  m an  ca rry  aw ay  th e  v esse l  an d  th en  d rin k  fro m  it, th e  v esse l b eco m es  

em p ty , b u t if  h e  k eep s  h is v esse l s tan d in g  a t th e  fo u n tain  w h ile  h e  d rin k s , it a lw ay s rem ain s  fu ll." [1 0 5 ]

If  y o u  w ish  frien d sh ip  to  en d u re , if  y o u  w o u ld  co n tin u e  lo n g  to  re fresh  y o u rse lf  fro m  th e  cu p  o f  frien d sh ip , 

th en  leav e it to  b e  filled co n tin u o u sly  a t th e  fo u n t  o f  liv in g w ate r, o th e rw ise  it w ill n o  lo n g er  b e  cap ab le  o f  

sa tis fy in g  y o u r  th irst.

W e  fin d  p rec ise ly  th e  sam e  teach in g  in  th e  S u m m a  T h eo lo g ica  o f  S t. T h o m as. F o r  h im , to o , p erfec tio n  

co n sis ts  p rin c ip a lly  in  ch arity , w h ich  g iv es life to  a ll th e  v irtues  an d  u n ite s u s  to  o u r  la s t en d , to G o d  th e  

au th o r  o f  g race ; fo r  b y  ch arity  w e  lo v e  G o d  m o re  th an  o u rse lves , m o re  th an  a ll e lse , an d  fo r  H is sak e  

ev ery th in g  th a t is a t  a ll w o rth y  o f  lo v e .

W ith o u t ch arity  n o th in g  is o f  an y  v a lu e fo r  e te rn a l life . N o  k n o w led g e , n o t  ev en  th e  k n o w led g e  o f  d iv in e  

th in g s  can  b ear an y  fru it  u n less it is u n ited  w ith  th e  lo v e o f  G o d . S u ch  k n o w led g e , say s  th e  sa in t, m ay  b e  

in fected  w ith  th e  p o iso n  o f  p rid e , [1 0 6 ] an d  freq u en tly  it w ill o b tain  fa r  m o re  lig h t fro m  p ray er  th an  fro m  

s tu d y , th a t lig h t o f  life , a t o n ce  s im p le  y e t su b lim e , th e  so u rce  o f  co n tem p latio n , b y  w h ich  k n o w  ledg e  is  

u n ified  an d  ren d ered  fru itfu l.

P e r fe c t io n  a n d  th e  p r e c e p t  o f  lo v e

D o es  th is p erfec tio n , co n sistin g  in  a  h ig h  d eg ree  o f  ch arity , co m e  u n d er  th e  co m m an d m en ts  o r  is it m ere ly  a  

m atte r  o f  co u n se l?

T h e  teach in g  o f  S t. T h o m as  is  th a t  th is  p erfec tio n  co m es  u n d er  th e  su p rem e  co m m an dm en t, n o t  h o w ev er  as  

so m eth in g  to  b e  rea lized im m ed ia te ly b u t as  th e  id ea l a t  w h ich  a ll C h ristian s m u st  a im , each  acco rd in g  to  

h is co n d itio n , so m e  in  th e  re lig io u s life , o th e rs  in  th e  w o rld . [1 0 7 ] T h e  A n g e lic D o cto r  d ec la res  ex p lic itly  

th a t C h ristian  p erfec tio n  co n sis ts  essen tia lly  in  a  g en ero u s  fu lfillm en t o f  th e  co m m an d m en ts, esp ec ia lly  o f  

th o se  tw o  co m m an d m en ts  th a t co n cern  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  an d  o f  o u r  n e ig h b o r; th e  ac tu al p rac tice  o f  th e  th ree  

co u n se ls , p o v erty , ch astity , an d  o b ed ien ce  is o n ly  acc id en ta l, en ab lin g  u s  to  a rriv e  a t  a  p erfect  lo v e  fo r  G o d  

m o re  read ily an d  m o re  su re ly . S u ch  p erfec tio n , in  fac t, is s till a tta inab le ev en  in  th e  m arried  s ta te  an d  in  th e  

m id st  o f  w o rld ly  o ccu p a tio n s , as  is ev id en ced  in  th e  liv es o f  a  n u m b er  o f  th e  sa in ts. [1 0 8 ]

T h is sam e  teach in g  w e  fin d  in  S t. C ath erine  o f  S ien a . In  h er  D ia lo g u e sh e  p o in ts  o u t th a t  th e  su p rem e  

co m m an d m en t h as  n o  lim its, as  its p h rasin g  sh o w s: "T h o u  sh a ll lo v e  th e  L o rd  th y  G o d  w ith  th y  w h o le  h eart 

an d  w ith  thy  w h o le  so u l an d  w ith  a ll th y  s treng th  an d  w ith  a ll th y  m in d "  (L u k e 1 0 : 2 7 ). T h is law  o f  lo v e is  

n o t  b in d in g  m erely  u p  to  a  ce rta in  d eg ree  b ey o n d  w h ich  ch arity  b eco m es s im p ly  a  m atte r  o f  co u n se l; ev ery  



C h ristian  is b o u n d  to  a im  a t  p erfectio n  in  lo v e . W e  read  in  th e  D ia lo g u e : "T h ou  sees t  h o w  d isc ree tly  ev ery  

so u l. .. sh o u ld  p ay  h er  d eb ts, th a t is , sh o u ld  lo v e  m e  w ith  an  in fin ite lo v e  an d  w ith o u t m easu re .  " [1 0 9 ]  

In d eed . S t. C atherin e  d is tin c tly  s ta te s  th a t, a lth o u g h  it is p o ssib le  to  o b se rv e  th e  co m m an d m en ts  w ith o u t  th e  

ac tu al  ex erc ise  o f  th e  th ree  ev an g e lica l co u n se ls , n ev erth e less  th e  p erfec t  fu lfilm en t o f  th e  co m m an d m en ts  

is im p o ssib le  w ith o u t  th e  sp irit an im atin g  th e  co u n se ls , th a t sp irit o f  d e tach m en t  fro m  c rea tu res  w h ich  is  

s im p ly  o n e  aspec t  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  an d  w h ich  m u st a lw ay s in c rease  in  u s.

T h is  p o in t is w ell ex p ressed  b y  th e  sa in t in  G o d 's  w o rd s  to  h er:

In asm u ch  as  th e  co u n se ls  a re  in c lu d ed  in  th e  co m m an d m en ts , n o  o n e  can  o b se rv e  th e  la tte r  w h o  d o es  n o t 

o b se rv e  th e  fo rm er, a t leas t in  sp irit, th a t is to  say , th a t  th ey  p o ssess  th e  rich es  o f  th e  w o rld  h u m b ly  an d  

w ith o u t p rid e , as  len t to  th em  an d  n o t  th e ir o w n ; fo r  th ey  a re  o n ly  g iven  to  y o u  fo r  y o u r  u se , th ro u g h  M y  

g o o d n ess , s in ce  y o u  o n ly  p o ssess  w h at  I  g iv e  y o u  an d  can  re ta in  o n ly  w h at  I  a llo w  y o u  to  re ta in . I g iv e  y o u  

as  m u ch  o f  th em  as  I see  to  b e  p ro fitab le  fo r  y o u r  sa lv atio n , an d  in  th is  w ay  sh o u ld  y o u  u se  th em , fo r  a  

m an . so  u sin g  th em . .. o b se rv es  th e  co u n se ls  in  sp irit, h av in g  cu t o u t  o f  h is  h eart  th e  p o iso n  o f  d iso rd in a te  

lo v e  an d  a ffectio n . [1 1 0 ]

A s S t. P au l sa id , w e  sh o u ld  u se  th ese  th in g s  as th o u g h  w e  u sed  th em  n o t. T h is  m ean s " to  p o ssess  th e  th in g s  

o f  th is w o rld  n o t as  th e ir se rv an ts  b u t  as  th e ir  lo rd s , " an d  n o t  b e  en slav ed  b y  th em  as  a  m iser  b y  h is w ealth . 

[Ill]  T h u s  in  ev ery  s ta te  o f  life w e  sh a ll so  w alk  as  to  g a in  e te rn a l life , ad v an c in g  d a ily in  ch arity  as  th e  

su p rem e  co m m and m ent req u ires , an d  as  E uch aristic  co m m u n io n  en ab les  u s  to  d o  b y  s tren g th en in g  th e  so u l 

in  th e  m easu re  o f  its d esires. [1 1 2 ]

B y fo llo w in g  th is  p a th  th e  so u l  m ay  reach  th e  p erfec tio n  o f  ch arity  ev en  in  th is w o rld , m ay  reach  su ch  a  

p u re  an d  m ig h ty  lo v e fo r  G o d  an d  so u ls  th a t it w ill b e  p rep ared  to  accep t  in su lts, co n tem p t, a ffro n ts, 

rid icu le , p ersecu tio n , ev ery th in g , fo r  th e  h o no r  o f  o u r  L o rd  an d  th e  sa lva tio n  o f  o n e 's  n e igh b o r. [1 1 3 ]

P e r fe c t io n  a n d  th e  l ig h t  w h ic h  th e  g if t  o f  w is d o m  im p a r ts  in  p r a y e r :  th e  v is ita t io n  o f  th e  L o r d

T o  a tta in  th is h ig h  d eg ree  o f  ch arity  in  w h ich  C h ristian  p erfec tio n  p rin c ip a lly  co n sis ts, a re  th e  lig h t o f  fa ith  

an d  th e  u se  o f  v o ca l  p ray er  su ffic ien t?  M u st  w e  n o t  h av e  reco u rse  b esid es  to  m en ta l p ray er, in  w h ich  th e  

H o ly G h o st illu m in a tes th e  so u l  b y  th e  lig h t o f  H is g ifts?

P ray er, th e  sa in t te lls u s, is o n e  o f  th e  g rea t m ean s  o f  a rriv in g  a t  p erfec tio n . [1 1 4 ] T ru e  p ray er, fo u n d ed  in  

th e  k n o w led g e  o f  G o d  an d  o f  se lf, co n sis ts  in  th e  fe rv o r  o f  d esire . [1 1 5 ] V o ca l p ray er  m u st  b e  acco m p an ied  

b y  m en ta l p ray er, o r  it  w ill b e  lik e a  b o d y  w ith o u t a  so u l. [1 1 6 ] A g ain , w e  m u st ab an d o n  v o ca l  fo r  m en ta l 

p ray er  w h en  G o d  in v ite s u s  to  d o  so . W e  read  in  th e  D ia lo g u e :

T h e  so u l sh o u ld  seaso n  th e  k n o w led g e  o f  h erse lf  w ith  th e  k n o w led ge  o f  M y  g o o d n ess , an d  th en  v o ca l 

p ray er  w ill b e  o f  u se  to  th e  so u l w h o  m ak es  it, an d  p leasin g  to  M e, an d  sh e  w ill a rriv e , fro m  th e  v o ca l 

im p erfec t  p ray er, ex erc ised  w ith  p ersev eran ce , a t  p erfec t  m en ta l  p ray er; b u t  if  sh e  s im p ly  a im s a t rec itin g  a  

ce rta in  n u m b er  o f  s te reo typ ed  p h rases , an d  fo r  v o ca l  p ray er  ab an d o ns  m en ta l  p ray er, sh e  w ill n ev er  a rriv e  

a t  it.... L et h er  b e  a tten tive w h en  I  v is it h er  m in d  so m etim es  in  o n e  w ay  an d  so m etim es  in  an o the r, in  a  fla sh  

o f  se lf-kn o w ledg e  o r  o f  co n trition  fo r  s in , so m etim es  in  th e  b ro ad n ess  o f  M y  ch arity , an d  so m etim es  b y  

p lacin g  b efo re  h er  m in d , in  d iv e rse  w ay s, acco rd in g  to  M y  p leasu re  an d  th e  d esire  o f  th e  so u l th e  p resen ce  

o f  M y  tru th . ... T h e  m o m en t sh e  is aw are  o f  M y  im m in en t  p resen ce  sh e  m u st  ab an d o n  v o ca l  p ray er; th en , 

M y  v isita tio n  p ast, if  th e re  sh o u ld  b e  tim e , sh e  can  re su m e  th e  v o ca l  p ray ers , w h ich  sh e  h ad  re so lv ed  to  

say ... o f  co u rse  p ro v id ed  it  w ere  n o t  th e  d iv in e  o ffice  w h ich  c le ric s an d  re lig io u s a re  b o u n d  an d  a rc  o b lig ed  

to  say .... If  th ey  a t  th e  h o u r  ap p o in ted  fo r  say in g  it sh o u ld  fee l th e ir m in d s d raw n  an d  ra ised  b y  d esire , th ey  

sh o u ld  so  a rran g e  as  to  say  it b efo re  o r  a fte r  M y  v is ita tio n .... A n d  so , b y  p rac tice  an d  p ersev eran ce , sh e  w ill 

ta ste  p ray er  in  tru th  an d  th e  fo o d  o f  th e  b lo o d  o f  M y  o n ly  b eg o tten  S o n , an d  th e re fo re  I to ld  th ee  th a t so m e  

co m m u n ica ted  v irtu a lly w ith  th e  b o d y  an d  b lo o d  o f  C h ris t, a lth o u g h  n o t sac ram en ta lly : th a t is , th ey  

co m m u n ica te  in  th e  a ffec tio n  o f  ch arity , w h ich  th ey  ta s te  b y  m ean s  o f  h o ly  p ray er, little o r  m u ch , acco rd in g  

to  th e  a ffec tio n  w ith  w h ich  th ey  p ray . T h ey  w h o  p ro ceed  w ith  little p ru d en ce  an d  w ith o u t m eth od  ta s te  



little , an d  th ey  w h o  p ro ceed  w ith  m u ch , ta ste  m u ch .  F o r  th e  m o re  th e  so u l  tr ies  to  lo o sen  h er a ffec tio n  f ro m  

h erse lf, an d  fa s ten  it in  M e  w ith  th e  lig h t o f  th e  in te llec t, th e  m o re  sh e  k n o w s; an d  th e  m o re  sh e  k n o w s, th e  

m o re  sh e  lo v es an d , lo v in g  m u ch , sh e  ta s te s  m u ch . [1 1 7 ]

S t. C ath erine  sh o w s c learly  h o w  th o se  w h o  h av e  reached  th e  s ta te  o f  u n io n  h av e  th e ir u n d ers tan d in g  

illu m in ed b y  an  in fu sed  su p ern a tu ra l  lig h t.

"T h e  ey e  o f  th e  in te llec t, " sh e  say s, [1 1 8 ] " is lif ted  u p  an d  g azes in to  M y  D eity , w h en  th e  a ffec tio n  b eh in d  

th e  in te llec t is n o u rish ed  an d  u n ited  w ith  M e. T h is is a  s ig h t w h ich  I  g ran t  to  th e  so u l, in fu sed  w ith  g race , 

w h o . in  tru th , lo v es an d  se rv es  M e.  "  It is in  tliis  sen se  th a t  w e  say  g en era lly th a t S t. T h o m as  rece iv ed  m u ch  

m o re  en lig h ten m en t in  p ray er  th an  fro m  s tu dy . [1 1 9 ] It is  th a t in fu sed  co n tem p la tio n  w h ich  w e  sh a ll fin d  

S t. Jo h n  o f  th e  C ro ss sp eak in g  o f  la te r o n  an d  w h ich  u su a lly , h e  say s, is g ran ted  to  th e  m o re  ad v an ced  an d  

to  th e  p erfec t. [1 2 0 ] S t. C ath erine  co n tin u es:

T h e  d o c to rs, co n fesso rs , v irg in s, an d  m arty rs , a ll o f  th em  h ad  th is in fu sed  k n o w led ge  an d  rece iv ed  th e ir  

in sp ira tio n  th e re from , each  in  a  d iffe ren t w ay , acco rd in g  to  th e  d em an d s  o f  th e ir  o w n  o r  th e ir  n e ig h b or's  

sa lva tio n .... T liis su p ern a tu ra l  lig h t is g iv en  b y  g race  to  th e  h u m b le  w h o  a re  d esiro u s  o f  rece iv in g  it. .. b u t  

th e  p ro u d  b lin d  th em se lv es  to  th is lig h t, b ecau se  th e ir  p rid e  an d  th e  c lo u d  o f  se lf-lov e  p rev en ts  th em  fro m  

see in g  tliis lig h t. W h erefo re , in  ex am in in g th e  b o o k s  o f  th e  S crip tu re , th ey  in te rp re t it m ere ly  in  a  lite ra l 

sen se . T h ey  g e t n o t to  th e  m arro w  o f  it, b ecau se  th ey  h av e  d ep riv ed  th em se lv es  o f  th e  lig h t b y  w h ich  th e  

S crip tu re  w as  w ritten  an d  is in te rp re ted . [1 2 1 ]

W e  see  it to  b e  th e  g en eral ru le , as S t. T h o m as  a lread y  d ec la red . [1 2 2 ] th a t tliis  v ita l illu m in a tion  

p ro ceed in g  fro m  th e  g ift o f  w isd o m  is b esto w ed  to  a  d eg ree  co rresp o n d in g  to  th a t o f  ch arity . H en ce  S t. 

C atherin e  co n tin u es: "U n d er th e  g u id ance  o f  tliis lig h t w e  lo v e , b ecau se  lo v e  fo llo w s  th e  in te llec t. T h e  

g rea te r  th e  k n o w led g e , th e  g rea te r  th e  lo v e , an d  th e  g rea te r  th e  lo v e , th e  g rea te r  th e  k n o w led g e . T h u s  th e  

o n e  feed s  th e  o th e r.  " [  1 2 3 ] If  th o se  w h o  w rite  ab o u t  R ap h ae l o r  M ich e lan g e lo le t n o th in g  p ass  in  th e  e ffo rt 

to  ex h au st th e ir su b jec t, th en  su re ly  w e  sh o u ld  n eg lec t n o th in g  th a t w ill en ab le u s  to  p ro b e  m o re  d eep ly in to  

th e  G o sp e l an d  rea lly liv e b y  th e  h o ly  m ass.

"T h e  to n g u e  is a t a  lo ss to  reco u n t th e  jo y  fe lt b y  h im  w h o  g o es  o n  tliis . th e  tru e  ro ad , fo r  ev en  in  th is life h e  

p artic ip a tes in  th a t g o o d  w h ich  h as  b een  p rep ared  fo r  h im  in  e te rn al life ." [1 2 4 ] A s S t. T h o m as  say s: "It is a  

ce rta in  co m m en cem en t o f  e te rn a l  life . " [1 2 5 ]

T liis s ta te  o f  u n io n  is d esc rib ed  in  ch ap te r  8 9 , w h ere  it is d is tin g u ish ed  ab so lu te ly  fro m  th e  v is io n s an d  

rev e la tio n s sp o k en  o f  in  ch ap te r  7 0 . In  tliis  s ta te  a re  co m b in ed  an  ex p erim en ta l k n o w led g e  o f  o u r  o w n  

p o v erty  an d  a  q u asi-ex p erim en ta l k n o w led ge  o f  G o d 's  in fin ite g o o d n ess; th ey  a re , say s  th e  sa in t, lik e  th e  

lo w est an d  th e  h ig h est p o in ts o n  a  c irc le  th a t w ill co n tin u e  to  ex p an d  u n til w c  en te r  h eav en . [1 2 6 ] T h is  

g race fu l  im ag e  b rin g s o u t  c learly  th e  in tim ate co n n ec tio n  b e tw een  th ese  tw o  k in d s  o f  ex p erim en ta l 

k n o w led g e , an d  sh o w s  th e  g rea t d ifferen ce  b e tw een  th em  an d  th a t  k n o w led g e  w h ich  is  p u re ly  ab strac t an d  

sp ecu la tiv e . W e  h av e  h ere  th e  v ery  essen ce  o f  th e  sp iritu a l life .

In  th e  sam e  ch ap te r  w e  read :

G ro w in g , an d  ex erc isin g  h erse lf  in  th e  lig h t o f  se lf-k n o w led g e , sh e  (th e  so u l) co n ce iv es  d isp leasu re  a t 

h erse lf  an d  fin a lly  p erfec t  h a tred , a t  th e  sam e  tim e  acq u irin g  a  tru e  k n o w led g e  o f  M y  g o o d n ess , an d  th e reb y  

b e in g  in flam ed  w ith  lo v e . S h e  b eg in s to  u n ite h erse lf  to  M e, an d  to  co n form  h er  w ill to  M in e , an d  

ex p erien ces a  jo y  an d  a  co m p assio n  h ith erto  u n k n ow n . T h e  jo y  sh e  ex p erien ces is th a t o f  lo v in g  M e;... a t 

th e  sam e  tim e sh e  lo v in g ly  g riev es a t  th e  o ffen se  co m m itted  ag a in st M e, an d  a t th e  lo ss o f  h er  fe llo w  - 

c rea tu re . ... S h e  is in  a  s ta te  o f  d eso la tion  a t n o t  b e in g  ab le  to  g iv e g lo ry  as sh e  w o u ld  w ish , an d  in  th e  ag o n y  

o f  h er  d esire sh e  fin d s  it d e lig h tfu l to  sa tia te  h erself  a t th e  tab le o f  th e  h o ly  c ro ss . [1 2 7 ]

T liis  b rin g s  u s  to  th e  v ery  cen te r  o f  th e  m y ste ry  o f  red em p tio n .



T h e  co n tem p la tio n  in v o lv ed  in  th is  u n io n  w ith  G o d  d is tin c tiv e  o f  th e  C h ristian  life in  its fu ll p erfec tio n  is  

ev id en tly  an  in fu sed  co n tem p latio n , fo r  in  ch ap ters  6 0  an d  6 1  w e  read :

If  M y  se rv an ts  a re  co n fu sed  a t th e  k n o w led g e  o f  th e ir im p erfec tio n , if  th ey  g iv e  th em se lv es u p  to  th e  lo v e  

o f  v irtu e , if  th ey  d ig  u p  w ith  h a tred  th e  ro o t  o f  sp iritu a l se lf-lo v e ... th ey  w ill b e  so  p leasin g  to  M e... th a t I  

w ill m an ifes t  M y self  to  th em .... M y  ch arity  is m an ifested  in  tw o  w ay s;  first, in  g en era l, to  o rd in a ry  p eo p le . 

T h e  seco n d  m o d e  o f  m an ifesta tio n ... is  p ecu lia r to  th o se  w h o  h av e  b eco m e  M y  frien d s .... W h en  I  rev ea l 

M y self  to  h er  it m ak es  itse lf fe lt in  th e  v ery  d ep th s  o f  th e  so u l, b y  w h ich  su ch  so u ls  ta ste , k n o w , p ro v e  an d  

fee l it. S o m etim es I  ev en  rev ea l M y self  to  th e  so u l  b y  a ro u sin g  in  h er sen tim en ts  o f  lo v e , an d  en d o w in g  h er  

w ith  th e  sp irit o f  p ro p h ecy . [1 2 8 ]

B u t, as  is ev id en t fro m  ch ap te r  7 0 , th is  la s t fav o r  is n o  lo n g er n o rm al b u t ex trao rd in a ry .

P r o v id e n t ia l  t r ia ls  a n d  u n io n  w ith  G o d

O b v io u sly  th e  u n ion  w ith  G o d  w e  h av e  b een  co n sid e rin g  p resu pp o ses  m o rtifica tio n  o r  ac tiv e  p u rifica tio n , 

w h ich  w e  m u st  im p ose  u p o n  o u rse lv es in  o rd er  to  ex tin g u ish  w ith in  u s  th e  co n cu p iscen ce  o f  th e  fle sh , th e  

co n cu p iscen ce  o f  th e  ey es , an d  th e  p rid e  o f  life . B u t, o v er  an d  ab o v e  th is, d o es  it p resu p p o se  p ass iv e  

p u rifica tion s o r  th e  p a tien t an d  g en ero u s  accep tan ce  o f  c ro sses?

M o st ce rta in ly  it d o es . N o th in g  co u ld  b e  m ore  d efin ite  th an  S t. C ath erin e 's teach in g  o n  th is  p o in t w h en  sh e  

sp eak s  o f  tem p ta tion , o f  th e  tr ia ls o f  th e  ju s t, an d  o f  th e  d iffe ren t so rts  o f  tea rs, w h ich  m u st  b e  ca re fu lly  

d istin g u ish ed  acco rd in g  as  th ey  p ro ceed  fro m  th e  lo v e  o f  se lf  o r  fro m  p u re  lo v e .

W h en  faced  w ith  tem p ta tion , th e  so u l can  a lw ay s  re s is t in  v irtue  o f  th e  m erits  o f  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  S av io r; 

G o d  n ev er co m m an d s  th e  im p o ssib le . T h ese  tem p ta tio n s , w h en  th ey  a re  re s isted , b rin g  a  d eep er  k n o w led g e  

o f  o u rse lv es  an d  o f  G o d 's  g o o d n ess  an d  s tren g th en  u s  in  v irtu e . [1 2 9 ]

A g ain , G o d  sen d s  tr ia ls to  p u rify  u s  fro m  o u r  fa ilin g s an d  im p erfec tio n s, an d  to  p u t  u s  to  th e  n ecess ity  o f  

g ro w in g  in  H is lo v e  w h en  th e re  is n o  lo n g er a ir to  b rea th e  b u t in  H im . [1 3 0 ] T h e  w ay  th e  so u l  w elco m es  

th ese  tr ia ls is th e  te s t o f  its p erfec tio n . [1 3 1 ] T h en , a fte r  sh ed d in g  th e  u n fru itfu l  tears  o f  se lf-lo v e  an d  th o se  

cau sed  b y  se rv ile  fea r  w h ich  d read s  th e  p u n ish m en t  ra th er  th an  th e  s in . th e  so u l b y  d eg rees  co m es  to  

ex p erien ce  th e  tea rs  o f  p u re  lo v e . T h u s  in  ch ap te r  8 9  th e  sa in t te lls u s:

In asm u ch  as sh e  (th e  so u l) h as  n o t  y e t a rriv ed  a t g rea t p erfec tio n , sh e  o ften  sh ed s  sen su a l tea rs , an d  if  th o u  

ask est M e  w h y , I rep ly : b ecau se  th e  ro o t o f  se lf-lo v e  is n o t sen su a l  lo v e , fo r  th a t h as  a lread y  b een  rem o v ed  

(b y  m o rtifica tio n  an d  th e  p re lim in ary tr ia ls ). .. b u t it is a  sp iritua l lo v e w ith  w h ich  th e  so u l  d eriv es sp iritua l  

co n so la tio n s o r  lo x es so m e  c rea tu re  sp iritu a lly .... T h ere fo re , w h en  su ch  a  so u l  is d ep riv ed  o f  th e  th in g  sh e  

lo v es , th a t is , in te rn a l o r  ex te rn a l co n so latio n  (th e  fo rm er  co m ing  fro m  M e, th e  la tte r  fro m  th e  c rea tu re ), 

an d  w h en  tem pta tio n s  an d  th e  p ersecu tio n s  o f  m en  co m e  o n  h er, h er  h eart is  fu ll o f  g rie f. A n d , as so o n  as  

th e  ey e  fee ls th e  g rie f  an d  su ffe rin g  o f  th e  h eart, sh e  b eg in s  to  w eep  w ith  a  ten d er  an d  p ass io n a te  so rro w , 

p ity in g  h erself  w ith  th e  sp iritu a l co m p assio n  o f  se lf-lo v e .... B u t g ro w in g , an d  ex erc isin g  h erse lf  in  th e  lig h t 

o f  se lf-k n o w led g e , sh e  co n ce iv es  d isp leasu re  a t h erse lf  an d  fin a lly p erfec t se lf-h a tred .... Im m ed ia te ly  h er  

ey e . .. c ries  w ith  h earty  lo v e  fo r  M e  an d  fo r  h er  n e ig h b o r, g riev in g  fo r  th e  o ffen se  ag a in st M e  an d  h er  

n e ig h b o r's lo ss.... H er  h eart is  u n ited  to  M e  in  lo v e.... T h is is  th e  la s t s tag e  in  w h ich  th e  so u l is  b lessed  an d  

so rro w fu l. B lessed  sh e  is th ro u g h  th e  u n io n  w h ich  sh e  fee ls h erse lf  to  h av e  w ith  M e, ta s tin g  th e  d iv in e lo v e ; 

so rro w fu l  th rou g h  th e  o ffen ses  w h ich  sh e  sees d o n e  to  M y  g o o d n ess  an d  g rea tn ess, fo r  sh e  h as seen  an d  

ta s ted  th e  b itte rn ess  o f  th is in  h er  se lf-k n ow led g e , b y  w h ich  se lf-k n o w led g e , to g e th e r  w ith  h er  k n o w led g e  

o f  M e, sh e  a rrived  a t th e  fin a l s tag e. Y et th is so rro w  is n o  im ped im en t to  th e  u n itiv e s ta te . [1 3 2 ]

W e  a re  rem in d ed  b y  it h o w  o u r  L o rd 's  o w n  a fflic tio n s  w ere  ev er  u n ited  to  a  p erfec t p eace , ev en  o n  th e  

c ro ss . [1 3 3 ]



T h e  p u rifica tion s lead in g  u p  to  th is s ta te  o f  u n io n  a re  p la in ly th o se  sam e  p assiv e  p u rificatio n s w h ich  a re  

treated  o f  la te r o n  a t su ch  g rea t len g th  b y  S t. Jo h n  o f  th e  C ro ss . In  p ro o f  o f  th is it w ill b e  su ffic ien t to  read  

ch ap te r  2 4 : "H o w  G o d  p ru n es  th e  liv in g b ran ch es  u n ited  to  th e  s tem  in  o rd er  to  m ak e  th em  b ear  ab u n d an t 

fru it": ch ap te r  4 3 : "O f  th e  ad v an tag e  o f  tem p ta tio n s" ; ch ap te r  4 5 : "W h o  th o se  a re  w h o m  th e  th o rns  

g erm in a ted  b y  th e  w o rld  d o  n o t h arm "; an d  fin a lly ch ap te r  2 0 : "H o w . w ith o u t en d u rin g  tr ia ls w ith  p a tience , 

it is im p o ssib le to p lease  G o d ."

C o n c lu s io n :  th e  g e n e r a l  c a l l

W h at co n c lu sio n  a re  w e  to  co m e  to ?  T h e  p assag es  w e  h av e  ju s t q u o ted , lead  to  th e  fo llo w in g  co n c lu sio n s: 

T h is  u n io n  w ith  G o d  w h ich  n o rm ally co n stitu tes th e  fu ll p erfec tio n  o f  th e  C h ristian  life  is so m eth in g  m o re  

th an  a  p u re ly  ac tiv e  u n io n , th e  re su lt o f  o u r  o w n  p erso n a l  ac tiv ity  u n d er  th e  in flu en ce o f  g race ; it is a lso  a  

p assiv e  u n io n , th e  re su lt o f  o u r  d o c ility  to  th e  H o ly G h o st an d  th e  d iv in e  in sp ira tio n s w e  rece ive  th ro u g h  

H is sev en fo ld  g ifts , an d  th ese  ag a in n o rm ally in c rease  w ith  ch arity .

T h u s  th e  so u l  w ill n o rm ally a rriv e  a t  th e  co n tem p la tiv e  w ay  in  p ray er, in  read in g  th e  S crip tu res  an d  in  

ass is tin g  a t m ass, co n tem p la tin g  ev er  m o re  p ro fo u n d ly  th e  in fin ite v a lu e o f  th e  sac rifice  o f  th e  a lta r, w h ich  

p erp e tu a tes in  su b stan ce  th e  sac rifice  o f  th e  c ro ss. It  w ill  a rriv e  a lso  a t th e  co n tem p la tiv e  w ay  o f  ex erc isin g  

th e  ap o sto la te , in  w h ich , fa r  fro m  lo s in g  its  u n io n  w ith  G o d , it w ill p rese rv e  th a t  u n io n  so  th a t o th e rs  m ay  

acq u ire  it.

Is  ev ery  in te rio r so u l ca lled  to  th is s ta te  o f  u n io n ? S t. C ath erine  g iv es th e  an sw er  to  th is  q u estio n  w h en  sh e  

ex p lain s , in  ch ap te r  5 3 , th ese  w o rd s  o f  o u r  L o rd : "If  an y  m an  th irst, le t h im  co m e  to  M e  an d  d rin k .... O u t  o f  

h is b e lly sha ll flo w  riv e rs  o f  liv in g w ate r"  (Jo h n  7 :3 7 -3 8 ). T h e  D ia lo g u e  say s:

Y o u  w ere  a ll in v ited  g en era lly an d  in  p articu la r, b y  M y  T ru th , M y  S o n , w h en , w ith  a rd en t d esire , H e  c ried  

in  th e  tem p le , say in g : "W h o so ev er  th irste th , le t h im  co m e  to  M e  an d  d rin k ." [1 3 4 ]...S o  th a ty o u  a re  in v ited  

to  th e  fo u n tain  o f  liv in g w ate r  o f  g race , an d  y o u  m u st co m e  to  M e, th e re fo re , th ro u g h  M y  S o n , w ith  

p ersev eran ce , k eep in g  b y  H im  w h o  w as  m ad e  fo r  y o u  a  b rid g e , n o t b e in g  tu rn ed  b ack  b y  an y  co n tra ry  w in d  

th a t m ay  a rise , e ith er o f  p ro sp erity  o r  o f  ad v ers ity , an d  to  p ersev ere  u n til y o u  fin d  M e, w h o  am  th e  g iv e r o f  

th e  w ate r  o f  life , b y  m ean s  o f  th is  sw ee t an d  am o ro u s  W o rd , M y  o n ly  b eg o tten  S o n .... T h e  first  co n d itio n  

req u ired  is  fo r  y o u  to  h av e  th irst, b ecau se  o n ly  th o se  w h o  th irs t a re  in v ited : "W h o so ev er  th irste th , le t h im  

co m e  to  M e  an d  d rin k .  " H e w h o  h as  n o  th irs t w ill n o t  p ersev ere , fo r  fa tig u e  cau ses  h im  to  s to p , p ersecu tio n  

frig h ten s h im  an d  n o  so o n er  d o es  it  b eg in  to  assa il h im  th an  h e  re trea ts . H e  is a fra id  b ecau se  h e  is a lo n e .... 

Y o u  m u st  th en  h av e  th irs t .... A  m an  w h o  is  fu ll o f  lo v e  an d  th a t o f  h is n e ig h b o r, su d d en ly  fin d s h im se lf  th e  

co m p an io n  o f  m an y  ro y a l  v irtu es. T h en  th e  ap p e tite  o f  th e  so u l  is d isp o sed  to  th irs t. T h irs t, I say , fo r  v irtu e , 

an d  th e  h o n o r  o f  M y  n am e  an d  sa lv a tio n  o f  so u ls.... W h erefo re  th en  h e  fo llo w s o n  w ith  an x io u s  d esire , 

th irstin g  a fter  th e  w ay  o f  tru th , in  w h ich  h e  fin d s  th e  fo u n tain  o f  th e  w ate r  o f  life , q u en ch in g  h is th irs t in  

M e, th e  o cean  o f  p eace . [1 3 5 ]

S t. C atherin e  ex p resses  th e  sam e  id ea  u n d er  an o th e r  sy m b o l  in  ch ap te r  2 6 , w h ere  th e  F a th e r  b id s  h er  p ass  

o v er  th e  b rid g e  th a t  b in d s  ea rth  to  h eav en , w h ich  is n o n e  o th e r  th an  C h ris t, th e  w ay , th e  tru th , an d  th e  life . " 

T h ese  p ie rced  fee t  o f  th e  S av io r  a re  s tep s  b y  w h ich  th o u  can s!  a rriv e  a t  H is s id e , w h ich  m an ifes ts  to  th ee  

th e  sec re t o f  H is h eart.... T h en  th e  so u l  is  filled  w ith  lo v e , see in g  h erse lf  so  m u ch  lo v ed . H av in g  p assed  th e  

secon d  s tep , th e  so u l  reach es  o u t  to  th e  th ird , th a t is , to  th e  m o u th , w h ere  sh e  fin d s  p eace .  "

L astly , w h at is  th e  s ig n  b y  w h ich  w e  m ay  reco g n ize  th a t  th e  so u l h as  a rriv ed  a t p erfect  lo v e?  T h e  L o rd  

ex p la in s th is  to  C ath erine  fro m  ch ap te r  7 4  to  ch ap te r  7 9 :

It n o w  rem ains  to  b e  to ld  th ee  h o w  it can  b e  seen  th a t so u ls  h av e  a rriv ed  a t p erfec t lo v e . T h is is seen  b y  th e  

sam e  s ig n  th a t  w as  g iv en  to  th e  h o ly  d isc ip les a fter  th ey  h ad  rece iv ed  th e  H o ly S p irit, w h en  th ey  cam e  fo rth  

fro m  th e  h ou se , an d  fea rless ly  an n o u n ced  th e  d o c trin e  o f  M y  W o rd , M y  o n ly ’ b eg o tten  S o n , n o t  fea rin g  

p a in , b u t  ra th er  g lo ry in g  th e re in . T h o se  w h o  a re  en am o red  o f  M y  h o n o r, an d  fam ish ed  fo r  th e  fo o d  o f  so u ls, 

ru n  to  th e  tab le  o f  th e  H o ly C ro ss .



T h e ir  o n ly  am b itio n  is to  su ffe r  an d  en d u re  u n to ld  h ard slü p s  in  th e  se rv ice  o f  th e ir  n e ig h b o r. T h ey  ru n  

eag erly  in  th e  p a th  o f  C h rist r  c ru c ified , fo r  it is H is d o c trin e  th ey  accep t, an d  th ey  s lack en  n o t th e ir p ace  o n  

acco u n t o f  th e  p ersecu tio n s, in ju ries , o r  p leasu res  o f  th e  w o rld . T h ey  p ass  b y  a ll th ese  tilin g s w ith  fo rtitu d e  

an d  tran q u il p ersev eran ce , th e ir  h eart tran sfo rm ed  b y  ch arity , ta s tin g  th is sw ee tn ess  o f  th is fo o d  o f  th e  

sa lva tio n  o f  so u ls an d  read y  to  en d u re  a ll tilin g s . T h is  p ro v es  th a t th e  so u l  is in  p erfec t lo v e , lo v in g  w ith o u t 

co n sid e ra tio n  o f  se lf .... If  th ese  so u ls lo v e  th em se lv es, th ey  d o  so  fo r  M y  sak e, ca rin g  o n ly fo r  th e  p ra ise  

an d  g lo ry  o f  M y  n am e.... In  th e  m id st  o f  in ju ries it is  p a tien ce  th a t is re sp len d en t, asse rtin g  h er  ro y a l 

p re ro g a tiv e .... S u ch  as  th ese  d o  n o t  fee l  an y  sep ara tio n  fro m  M e, w h ereas  in  th e  case  o f  o th e rs . I co m e  an d  

g o , n o t  th a t I  w ith d raw  fro m  th em  M y  g race , b u t  th e  fee lin g  o f  M y  sen sib le p resen ce . I d o  n o t ac t th u s  to  

th ese  m o st  p erfec t o n es  w h o  h av e  a rrived  a t a  v ery  h ig h  d eg ree  o f  p erfectio n  an d  a re  en tire ly  d ead  to  th en -  

o w n  w ill b u t I  rem ain  co n tin u ally  w ith  th em  b y  M y  g race , g iv ing  th em  th a t fee lin g  o f  M y sen sib le  

p resen ce .

H ere  o b v io u sly w e  h av e  th e  ex erc ise  o f  ch arity  an d  th e  g ift o f  w isd o m , each  in  an  em in en t d eg ree , th ro u g h  

w h ich , S t. T h o m as  say s. [1 3 6 ] w eareg iv en aq u asi-ex p erim en ta l k n o w led g e  o f  G o d  p resen t w ith in  u s. 

T liis . su re ly , is th e  m y stical  life , th e  cu lm in a tin g  p o in t o f  th e  life o f  g race  as  it n o rm ally d ev e lo p s an d  th e  

p re lu d e  to  th e  h eav en ly  life .

T h o se  acq u a in ted  w ith  th e  sp iritu a l teach in g  o f  S t. T h o m as  w ill rea lize h o w  c lo se ly it ag rees  w ith  th e  

asce tic  u tteran ces  o f  S t. C ath erine  o f  S ien a . In  o u r  o p in io n  th ey  a re  th e  ex p ress io n  o f  th e  trad itio n a l 

d o c trin e , w h ich  is co n ten t  to  lay  s tre ss o n  th e  rig h t p o in ts in  th e  read ing  o f  th e  G o sp e ls  an d  E p istle s." H e  

th a t ab id e th  in  ch arity  ab id e th  in  G o d . an d  G o d  in  H im " (I Jo h n  4 :1 6 ) ; "H is u n c tio n  teach e th yo u o f  a ll 

tilin g s"  (ib id ., 2 :2 7 ) ; "T h e S p irit H im se lf g iv e th  te stim o n y  to  o u r  sp irit th a t w e  a re  th e  so n s  o f  G o d . A n d  if  

so n s , h e irs  a lso ; h e irs in d eed  o f  G o d  an d  jo in t h e irs w ith  C h rist: y e t so . if  w e  su ffe r  w ith  H im . th a t w e  m ay  

a lso  b e  g lo rified  w ith  H im " (R o m . 8 : 1 6 -1 7 ) : "F o r  y o u  a re  d ead : an d  y o u r  life is h id  w ith  C h rist in  G o d . 

W h en  C h rist sh a ll ap p ear, w h o  is y o u r  life , th en  y o u  a lso  sh a ll ap p ear w ith  H im  in  g lo ry  " (C o l. 3 :3 -4 ).

H av e w e  fo rced  th e  sen se  o f  th ese  p assag es  fro m  th e  D ia lo g u e?  O n  th e  co n tra ry , it is b e tte r  to  ack n o w led g e  

th a t th ey  can no t  b e  co m p reh en d ed  fu lly . A s R ap h ae l w as  w o n t to  say . " to  co m p reh en d  is to  eq u a l " an d  to  

g rasp  th e  fu ll m ean in g  o f  th e  p assag es  q u o ted , th e  sam e  sp irit o f  fa ith , th e  sam e  ex a lted  ch arity  w o u ld  b e  

n ecessa ry  as  w as  p o ssessed  b y  S t. C ath erine  o f  S ien a.

S u ch , acco rd in g  to  th is  w itn ess , is th e  w ay  o f  p erfectio n  G o d  h as  traced  o u t  fro m  a ll e te rn ity  in  H is  

p ro v id en tia l p lan  to  lead  so u ls to  th e ir fin a l d estin y . It is th e  w ay  th a t lead s to  th e  fo u n ta in  o f  Ik in g  w ate r."  

If  an y  m an  th irst, le t h im  co m e  to  M e  an d  d rin k .... O u t o f  h is  b e lly sh a ll flo w  riv e rs o f  liv in g  w ate r"; "H e  

th a t sh a ll d rin k  o f  th e  w ate r  th a t I w ill g iv e  h im  sh a ll n o t th irst fo rev er" (Jo h n  7 :3 7 -3 8 ;4 :1 3 ).

P A R T  V  : P R O V I D E N C E , J U S T IC E  A N D  M E R C Y

2 5 .  P r o v id e n c e  A n d  D iv in e  J u s t ic e

N o w  th a t w e  h av e  sp o k en  o f  p ro v id en ce  in  itse lf an d  its a ttitu d e  to  so u ls , w e  m ay  su itab ly  co n side r  it in  its  

re la tio n s w ith  d iv in e  ju s tice  an d  w ith  d iv in e  m ercy . A s in  u s  p ru d en ce  is co n n ec ted  w ith  ju s tice  an d  th e  re s t 

o f  th e  m o ra l v irtu es , w h ich  it d irects , so  a lso  in  G o d  p ro v id en ce  is u n ited  w ith  ju s tice  an d  m ercy , th ese  

b e in g  th e  tw o  g rea t  v irtu es  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  in  o u r  reg a rd . M ercy  h as  its  fo u n d a tio n  in  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  

in  so  fa r  as  it is o f  itse lf  d iffu siv e  an d  ten d s  to  co m m u n ica te  itse lf  ex te rn a lly . Ju stice , o n  th e  o th e r  h an d , is  

fo u n d ed  in  th e  in d e feas ib le rig h t o f  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  to  b e  lo ved  ab o v e  a ll tilin g s .

T h ese  tw o  v irtu es, say s  th e  p sa lm ist, a re  fo u nd  co m b in ed  in  a ll th e  w o rk s  o f  G o d : "A ll th e  w ay s  o f  th e  L o rd  

a re  m ercy  an d  tru th "  (P s. 2 4 :1 0 ). B u t, as S t. T h o m as  rem ark s. C f. S t. T h om as, [1 3 7 ] in  ce rta in  o f  th e  d iv in e  

w o rk s , as  w h en  G o d  in flic ts ch astisem en t, ju s tice  s tand s  o u t  th e  m o re  p ro m in en tly , w h ereas  in  o th e rs , in  th e  

ju s tifica tio n  o r  co n v ers io n  o f  s in n ers , fo r  ex am p le , it is m ercy  th a t is m o re  ap p aren t.



T h is  ju s tice , w h ich  w e  a ttrib u te  an a lo g ica lly to  G o d . is n o t th a t co m m u ta tiv e  ju s tice  w h ich  reg u la tes  m u tu a l 

d ea lin g s b e tw een  eq u a ls : w e  can n o t o ffe r  an y th in g  to  G o d  th a t d o es  n o t  b e lo n g  to  H im  a lread y . It  is a  

d is trib u tiv e  ju s tice , an a lo g o u s to  th a t w h ich  a  fa th e r  sh o w s  to w ard  h is ch ild ren  o r  a  g o o d  m o n arch  to w ard  

h is su b jec ts . T h u s, b y  reaso n  o f  th is  ju s tice  o f  H is. G o d  first o f  a ll sees  to  it th a t ev ery  c rea tu re  rece iv es  

w h atev er  is n ecessa ry ' fo r  th e  a tta in m en t o f  its  en d . S eco n d ly . H e rew ard s  m erit an d  m etes  o u t  p u n ish m en t 

to  s in  an d  v ice , esp ec ia lly  if  th e  s in n er  d o es n o t  ask  fo r  m ercy .

W e  sh a ll d o  w ell to  co n side r  h o w  p ro v id en ce  d irec ts  th e  ac tio n  o f  ju s tice  (1 ) d u rin g  th e  co u rse  o f  o u r  

ea rth ly  ex is ten ce , (2 ) a t th e  m o m en t o f  d ea th , an d  (3 ) a fte r  d ea th .

P r o v id e n c e  a n d  ju s t ic e  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  e a r th ly  e x is te n c e

P ro v id en ce  an d  ju s tice  co m b in e  in  th is  p resen t life to  g iv e  u s  w h atev er  is n ecessa ry  to  reach  o u r  tru e  

d estin y : th a t is . to  en ab le u s  to  liv e an  u p rig h t life , to  k n o w  G o d  in  a  su pern a tu ra l  w ay , to  lo v e  an d  to  se rv e  

H im . an d  so  o b ta in  e te rn a l life .

T h ere  is a  g rea t in eq u a lity ', n o  d o u b t, in  c ircu m stan ces , n a tu ra l  an d  su pern atu ral am o n g  m en  h ere  o n  ea rth . 

S o m e  a re  rich , o th e rs  a re  p o o r: so m e  a re  p o ssessed  o f  g rea t n a tu ra l  g ifts , w h ereas  o th e rs  a re  o f  a  th an k less  

d isp o sitio n , w eak  in  h ea lth , o f  a  m elan ch o ly tem p eram en t. B u t G o d  n ev er  co m m an d s  th e  im p o ssib le ; n o  

o n e  is tem p ted  b ey o n d  h is s tren g th  re in fo rced  b y  th e  g race  o ffe red  h im . T h e  sav ag e  o f  C en tra l A frica  o r  

C en tra l A m erica h as rece iv ed  fa r  le ss th an  w e  h av e ; b u t if  h e  d o es  w h at h e  can  to  fo llo w  th e  d ic ta tes o f  

co n sc ien ce . P ro v id en ce  w ill  lead  h im  o n  from  g race  to  g race  an d  ev en tu ally  to  a  h ap p y  d ea th ; fo r  h im  

e te rn a l life is p o ssib le  o f  a tta in m en t. Jesu s  d ied  fo r  a ll m en , an d  am o n g  th o se  w h o  h av e  th e  u se  o f  reaso n  

o n ly  th o se  a re  d ep riv ed  o f  th e  g race  n ecessa ry  fo r  sa lv a tio n  w h o  b y  th e ir  re s is tan ce  re jec t  it. S in ce  H e n ev er  

co m m an d s  th e  im p o ssib le . G o d  o ffe rs  to  a ll th e  m ean s  n ecessa ry  fo r  sa lv a tio n .

M o reo v er, n o t in freq u en tly ' p ro v id en ce  an d  ju s tice  w ill m ak e  u p  fo r  th e  in eq u a lity in  n a tu ra l co n d itio n s  b y  

th e ir d is trib u tio n  o f  su p ern a tu ra l g ifts. O ften  th e  p o o r  m an  in  h is s im p lic ity w ill b e  m o re  p leas in g  to  G o d  

th an  th e  rich  m an . an d  w ill rece ive  g rea te r  g races . L et u s  reca ll  th e  p arab le  o f  th e  w ick ed  rich  m an  reco rd ed  

in  S t. L u k e  (1 6 : 1 9 -3 1 ) :

T h ere  w as  a  ce rta in  rich  m an  w h o  w as  c lo th ed  in  p u rp le  an d  fin e  lin en  an d  feas ted  su m p tu o u sly  ev ery  d ay . 

A n d  th e re  w as  a  ce rta in  b eg g ar  n am ed  L azaru s , w h o  lay  a t h is g a te , fu ll o f  so res, d esirin g  to  b e  filled w ith  

th e  c ru m b s  th a t fe ll fro m  th e  rich  m an ’s  tab le . A n d  n o  o n e  d id  g iv e  h im : m o reo v er  th e  d o g s  cam e  an d  lick ed  

h is so res. A n d  it cam e  to  p ass  th a t th e  b eg g ar  d ied  an d  w as  ca rried  b y  th e  an g e ls in to  A b rah am 's  b o so m . 

A n d  th e  rich  m an  a lso  d ied .... A n d  lif tin g  u p  h is ey es  w h en  h e  w as  in  to rm en ts , h e  saw  A b rah am ... an d  h e  

c ried  an d  sa id : F a th e r  A b rah am , h av e  m ercy  o n  m e.... A n d  A b rah am  sa id  to  h im ; S o n , rem em b er  th a t th o u  

d id st rece iv e  g o o d  tilin g s in  th y life tim e, an d  lik ew ise L azaru s ev il th in g s: b u t  n o w  h e  is co m fo rted  an d  

th o u  a rt  to rm en ted .

T h is is to  d ec la re  in  e ffec t th a t, w h ere  n a tu ra l  co n d itio n s  a re  u n eq u a l, p ro v id en ce  an d  ju s tice  w ill 

so m etim es  m ak e  u p  fo r  it in  th e  d istrib u tio n  o f  n a tu ra l g ifts. A g ain , th e  G o spe l  b ea titu des  te ll u s  th a t o n e  

w h o  is  b ereft  o f  th is w o rld 's  en jo y m en ts  w ill in  so m e  cases  fee l  m o re  p o w erfu lly  d raw n  to  th e  jo y s o f  th e  

in te rio r life . T h is is w h at o u r  L o rd  w o u ld  h av e  u s  u n d erstan d  w h en  H e  say s: "B lessed  a re  th e  p o o r  in  

sp irit.... B lessed  a re  th e  m eek ... th a t su ffe r  p ersecu tio n  fo r  ju s tice ' sake :  fo r  th e irs is  th e  k in g d o m  o f  

h eav en ." [1 3 8 ]

T h e  lo v e  o f  Jesu s  g o es  o u t  to  th o se  se rv an ts  o f  H is n a iled to  th e  c ro ss, b ecau se  th en  th ey  a re  m o re  lik e  H im  

th ro u g h  th e  e ffec tiv e  o b la tio n  th ey  m ak e  o f  th e ir en tire  b e in g  fo r  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  s in n ers . In  th em  H e  

co n tin u es  to  liv e; in  th em  H e  m ay  b e  sa id  to  p ro lo ng  d o w n  to  th e  en d  o f  tim e  H is o w n  p ray ers  an d  

su fferin g s, an d  ab o v e  a ll H is lo v e , fo r  p erfec t lo v e  co n sis ts  in  th e  co m p lete  su rren d er  o f  se lf.

F o r  so m e  th e re  co m es  a  tim e  w h en  ev ery  ro ad  in  life is  b arred  ag a in st th em ; h u m an ly  sp eak in g , th e  fu tu re  

h o ld s o u t  n o  p ro spec t  w h atev er  to  th em . In  so m e  cases  th is  is  th e  m o m en t  w h en  th e  ca ll co m es  to  



so m eth in g  h ig h er. S o m e  th e re  a re  w h o  sp en d  lo n g  y ears  co n fin ed  to  a  b ed  o f  p a in ; fo r  th ese  h en cefo rth  

th e re  is n o  w ay  o p en  b u t th e  w ay  o f  h o lin ess . [1 3 9 ]

A n d  so  p ro v id en ce  an d  ju s tice , w h ile  g iv ing  to  each  o n e  w h at is s tric tly  n ecessa ry , w ill  o ften  m ak e  u p  fo r  

an y  d isp a rity  in  n a tu ra l co n d itio n s  b y  th e  b esto w al o f  g race . T h ey  rew ard  u s. ev en  in  th is life , fo r  th e  m erits  

w e  h av e  g a in ed , rem in d in g  u s, to o . o f  o u r  so lem n  d u tie s  b y  sa lu ta ry w arn in g s  an d  w ell-d ese rv ed  

co rrec tio n s, w h ich  a re  n o  m o re  th an  m ed ic in a l p u n ishm en ts  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  b rin g in g  u s  b ack  in to  th e  

rig h t p a th . In  th is  w ay  w ill a  m o th er  co rrec t h er  ch ild  if  sh e  lo v es it w ith  a  rea lly  en lig h ten ed , a rd en t lo v e . 

W h en  th ese  sa lu ta ry ' co rrec tio n s a re  w ell  rece iv ed , w e  m ak e  ex p ia tio n  fo r  o u r  s in s, an d  G o d  tak es  th e  

o p p o rtu n ity  o f  in sp irin g  u s  w ith  a  m o re  s in ce re  h u m ility an d  a  p u re r, s tro n g er  lo v e . T h ere  is a  sh a rp  

d is tin c tio n  b e tw een  so u ls acco rd in g  to  th e ir  w illin g n ess o r  u n w illin g n ess to  lis ten  to  th ese  w artrin g s fro m  

G o d .

P r o v id e n c e  a n d  ju s t ic e  a t  th e  m o m e n t  o f  d e a th

A s a  g en eral  ru le  th o se  w h o  h av e  p a id  h eed  d u rin g  life to  th e  w arn in g  o f  G o d 's  ju s tice  an d  to  th e  

in d e feas ib le rig h t o f  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  to  b e  lo ved  ab o v e  a ll th in g s  a re  n o t tak en  u n aw ares  w h en  d ea th  

co m es, an d  in  th a t su p rem e  m o m en t  th ey  fin d  p eace . W h o lly o th e rw ise  is it u su a lly w ith  th o se  w h o  h av e  

re fu sed  to  g iv e  ea r  to  th e  d iv in e w arn ing s  an d  w h o  d u rin g  life h av e  co n fo un d ed  h o p e  w ith  p resu m p tio n .

If  th e re  is o n e  th in g  th a t is d ep en d en t o n  P ro v id en ce, it is th e  h o u r  o f  o u r  d ea th ."  B e  y e  a lso  read y , " say s  

o u r  L o rd , "fo r  a t w h at h o u r  y o u  th in k  n o t th e  S o n  o f  m an  w ill co m e"  (L u k e 1 2 : 4 0 ). T h e  sam e  is  tru e  o f  th e  

m an n er  o f  o u r  d ea th  an d  th e  c ircu m stan ces su rro u n d in g  it. It  is a ll co m p le te ly  u n k n o w n  to  u s; it re sts  u p o n  

P ro v iden ce , in  w h ich  w e  m u st  p u t  a ll o u r  tru s t, w h ile  p rep aring  o u rse lv es to  d ie  w ell  b y  ab e tter  life .

L o o k ed  a t  fro m  th e  p o in t o f  v iew  o f  d iv in e  ju s tice , w h at  a  v ast  d iffe ren ce  th e re  is b e tw een  th e  d ea th  o f  th e  

ju s t an d  th a t o f  th e  s in ner! In  th e  A p o ca ly p se  (2 0 : 6 , 1 4 ) th e  d ea th  o f  th e  s in n er  is ca lled  a  "seco n d  d ea th . " 

fo r  h e  is a lread y  sp iritu a lly d ead  to  th e  life o f  g race , an d  if  th e  so u l d ep arts  fro m  th e  b o d y  in  th is co n d itio n  

it w ill b e  d ep riv ed  o f  th a t su p ern a tu ra l  life fo rev er. M ay  G o d  p rese rv e  u s  fro m  th a t secon d  d ea th . T h e  

u n rep en tan t s in n er, say s S t. C ath erin e , [1 4 0 ] is ab o u t  to  d ie  in  h is in ju stice , an d  ap p ear  b efo re  th e  su p rem e  

Ju d g e  w ith  th e  lig h t o f  fa ith  ex tin g u ish ed  in  h im , w h ich  h e  rece iv ed  b u rn ing  in  h o ly  b ap tism  (b u t w h ich  h e  

h as  b lo w n  o u t  w ith  th e  w in d  o f  p rid e ) an d  w ith  th e  v an ity  o f  h is h eart, w ith  w h ich  h e  se ts liis sa ils u n fu rled  

to  a ll th e  w ind s  o f  fla tte ry . T h u s  d id  h e  h asten  d o w n  th e  s tream  o f  th e  d e lig h ts an d  d ig n itie s o f  th e  w o rld  a t 

h is o w n  w ill, g iv ing  in  to  th e  sed u c tio n s  o f  h is  w eak  fle sh  an d  th e  tem p ta tio n s  o f  th e  d ev il.

T h e  rem o rse  o f  co n sc ien ce  (w h ich  is n o t  to  b e  co n fu sed  w ith  rep en tan ce) is th en  a ro u sed  w ith  su ch  liv e ly  

fee lin g s , th a t it g n aw s  th e  v ery  h eart o f  th e  s in n er, b ecau se  h e  reco g n izes th e  tru th  o f  w h at  a t  first h e  k n ew  

n o t, an d  h is e rro r  is th e  cau se  o f  g rea t  co n fu sio n  to  h im .... T h e  d ev il  to rm en ts  h im  w ith  in fid e lity in  o rd er  to  

d rive  h im  to  d esp a ir. [1 4 1 ]

W h at a re  w e  to  say  o f  th is  s tru gg le  w h ich  fin d s  th e  s in n er  d isa rm ed , d ep riv ed  o f  h is liv in g fa ith  n o w  

ex tin g u ish ed  in  h im . d ep riv ed  a lso  o f  a  s tead fas t h o p e , w h ich  h e  h as  fa iled  to  fo ste r  as  h e  o u g h t  b y  

co m m ittin g  h im se lf  d a ily to  G o d  an d  lab o rin g  fo r  H im ? T h e  w re tch ed  s in n er  h as  p laced  a ll h is h o p es  in  

h im se lf, n o t rea liz in g th a t ev ery th in g  h e  p o ssessed  w as  b u t  len t an d  m u st o n e  d ay  b e  acco un ted  fo r. H e  is  

d ep riv ed , to o . o f  th e  flam e  o f  ch arity . o f  the  lo v e  o f  G o d  w h ich  h e  h as  n o w  u tte rly  lo st. H e  fin d s h im se lf 

a lo n e in  h is sp iritua l n ak ed n ess , b ere ft o f  a ll v irtu e . H av in g  tu rn ed  a  d eaf  ea r to  th e  m an y  w arn ing s  g iven  

d u rin g  life , n o w , w h ich ev er  w ay  h e  tu rn s, h e  sees n o th in g  b u t  cau se  fo r  co n fu sio n . D u e  co n sid e ra tio n  w as  

n o t  g iv en  to  d iv in e  ju s tice  d u rin g  life ; n o w  it is th e  fu ll w eig h t o f  th a t  ju s tice  w h ich  m ak es  itse lf  fe lt, w h ile  

th e  en em y  o f  a ll g o o d  seek s  to  p ersu ad e  th e  s in n er  th a t  fo r  h im  h en cefo rth  th e re  is n o  m ercy . H o w  w e  

sh o u ld  p ray  fo r  th o se  w h o  a re  in  th e ir ag o n y ! If  w e  d o , th en  o th e rs  w ill p ray  fo r  u s  w h en  o u r  la s t m o m en t 

co m es.

In  th o se  la st m o m en ts m ercy  s till  accom m od a tes  itse lf  to  th e  s in n er, as  it d id  to  Ju d as  w h en  o u r  L o rd  sa id  a t 

th e  la s t su p p er  (M att. 2 6 : 2 4 ) : "W o e  to  th a t m an  b y  w h o m  th e  S o n  o f  m an  sh a ll  b e  b e tray ed . It  w ere  b e tte r  



fo r  h im , if  th a t m an  h ad  n o t b een  b o rn .  "  O u r  L o rd  h as  n o t  y e t sa id  w h o  it is th a t is ab o u t to  b e tray  H im : H e  

is to o  ten d er-h ea rted  to  rev ea l it. A n d  th en , th e  G o spe l  co n tin u es , "Ju d as  th a t  b e tray ed  H im  an sw erin g  sa id : 

Is  it I  R ab b i? H e  sa ith  to  h im : T h o u  h ast  sa id  it. " In  d e lay in g  to  p u t  th e  q u estio n  u n til th e  re s t o f  th e  

A p o stle s h ad  d o n e  so , Ju d as  fe ig n s  in n o cen ce , as  if  th a t  w e re  p o ssib le  w ith  o n e  w h o  ev en  in  th is  w o rld  

read s  th e  sec re ts  o f  th e  h eart. N o tice , say s S t. T h o m as  co m m en tin g  o n  th ese  w o rd s , w ith  w h at g en tlen ess  

Jesu s  co n tin u es  to  ca ll  h im  frien d  an d  an sw ers: "T h ou  h ast  sa id  it"; as if  to  say , "It is  y o u , n o t I , w h o  say  so , 

w h o  a re  rev ealin g  it. " O n ce  ag a in  o u r  L o rd  sh o w s  H im se lf  fu ll o f  co m p assio n  an d  m ercy , c lo sin g  H is ey es  

to  th e  s in s o f  m en  so  as  to  g iv e th em  o n e  m o re  sa lu ta ry  w arn in g  an d  lead  th em  to  rep en tan ce . In  H im  a re  

rea lized  th o se  to u ch in g  w o rd s  o f  th e  S crip tu re : "T h e  L o rd  is co m p assio n a te  an d  m erc ifu l" (P s. 1 0 2 :8 ) ; 

"o v erlo o k in g  th e  s in s o f  m en  fo r  th e  sak e  o f  rep en tan ce" (W is . 1 1 : 2 4 ) ; "L e t th e  m eek  h ear  an d  re jo ice"  

(P s. 3 3 :3 ).

In  v iew  o f  th ese  fin a l w arn in gs  fro m  G o d , w e  m ay  w ell ask  h o w  th e  s in n er  d are  accu se  G o d  o f  b e in g  a  

ty ran t. N o , it is th e  s in n er  w h o  is h is o w n  ty ran t; it is th e  s in n er w h o  h as n o  co n sid e ra tio n  fo r  h im se lf; an d  

n o n e  fo r  G o d  e ith e r, s in ce  h e  re fu ses  H im  th e  jo y  o f  ap p ly in g  to  h im  w h at H e  sa id  o f  th e  p ro d ig a l: "T h is  

m y  so n  w as  lo s t an d  is fo u n d "  (L u k e 1 5 : 2 4).

If  th e  s in n er  w ill o n ly  d isb u rd en  h is co n sc ien ce  b y  a  s in ce re  co n fessio n , m ak in g  ac ts  o f  fa ith , o f  co n fid en ce  

in  G o d , an d  co n tritio n , a t th e  la s t m o m en t  th e  d iv in e m ercy  w ill en te r  in  to  tem p er  ju s tice  an d  w ill sav e  

h im . B y  reaso n  o f  G o d 's  m ercy  ev ery  m an  m ay  c lin g  to  h o p e  a t d ea th  if  h e  so  w ills , if  h e  o ffe rs n o  

re s istan ce . R em o rse  w ill th en  g iv e  p lace  to  rep en tan ce .

O th erw ise  th e  so u l su ccu m b s  to  rem o rse  an d  ab an d o ns  itse lf  to  d esp a ir, a  s in  fa r  m o re  h e ino u s  th an  an y  o f  

th e  p reced in g , as  in  th a t n e ith e r in firm ity n o r  th e  a llu rem en ts o f  sen sua lity  can  ex cu se , a  s in  b y  w h ich  th e  

s in n er  esteem s  h is w ick ed n ess as  o u tw e ig h in g  G o d 's  d iv in e  m ercy . A n d  o n ce  in  th is d esp a ir, th e  so u l n o  

lo n g er g riev es o v er  s in  as  an  o ffense  ag a in st G o d , it g riev es o n ly  o v er  its o w n  m iserab le  co n d itio n , a  g rie f  

v ery  d iffe ren t fro m  th a t w h ich  ch arac te rizes  a ttritio n  o r  co n trition .

B lessed  is  th e  s in n er  w h o  lik e th e  g o o d  th ief  th en  rep en ts, re flec tin g  th a t, as S t. C ath erin e  say s, [  1 4 2 ] " th e  

d iv in e m ercy  is g rea te r  w  ith o u t co m p ariso n  th an  a ll th e  s in s w h ich  an y  c rea tu re  can  co m m it.  "

H ap p ie r s till is  th e  ju s t so u l th a t  th ro ug h o u t  life h as  g iv en  d u e  th o u gh t  to  th e  lo v in g  fu lfilm en t o f  d u ty  an d , 

a fte r  th e  m erits w o n  an d  lh e  s tru gg le  su sta in ed  h ere  o n  ea rth , y earn s  fo r  d ea th  in  o rd er  to  en jo y  th e  v is io n  o f  

G o d , ev en  as S t. P au l  d esired  " to  b e  d isso lv ed  an d  to  b e  w ith  C h ris t" (P h il. 1 : 2 3 ).

A s a  ru le  a  g rea t  p eace  fills th e  so u l o f  th e  ju s t in  th e ir la s t ag o n y , a  p eace  th e  m o re  p ro fo u n d  th e  g rea te r  

th e ir p erfec tio n ; an d  th is is o ften  m o st  tru e  o f  th o se  w h o  d u rin g  life h av e  h ad  th e  g rea tes t d read  o f  th e  

d iv in e  ju s tice . F o r  th em  d ea th  is p eacefu l  b ecau se  th e ir  en em ies h av e  b een  v an q u ish ed  d u rin g  life . [1 4 3 ]  

S en su a lity  h as  b een  red u ced  to  su b jec tio n  u n d er  th e  cu rb  o f  reason . V irtu e  tr iu m p h s o v er  n a tu re , 

o v erco m in g  th e  n a tu ra l fea r  o f  d ea th  th ro u g h  th e  lo n g in g  to  a tta in  th e ir fin a l en d , th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d . B ein g  

co n fo rm ed  to  ju s tice  d u rin g  life , co n sc ien ce  co n tin u es  tran q u il, th o u g h  th e  d ev il seek s  to  tro ub le  an d  a larm  

it.

A t th a t m o m en t, it is tru e , th e  v a lu e o f  th is  p resen t  tim e  o f  tr ia l, w h ich  is th e  p rice  o f  v irtu e , w ill b e  m o re  

c learly  seen , an d  th e  ju s t so u l w ill rep ro ach  itse lf  fo r  n o t  h av in g  m ad e  b e tte r  u se  o f  its tim e . B u t th e  so rro w  

it th en  ex p erien ces w ill n o t o v erw h e lm  it; it w ill b e  p ro fitab le  in  in d u c in g  th e  so u l to  reco llec t  itse lf  an d  

p lace  itse lf  in  th e  p resen ce  o f  th e  p rec io u s  b lo o d  o f  o u r  S av io r, th e  L am b  o f  G o d  w h o  tak es  aw ay  th e  s in s 

o f  th e  w o rld . In  th e  p assag e  fro m  tim e  to  e te rn ity  th e re  is th u s  an  ad m irab le  b len d in g  o f  G o d 's  m ercy  an d  

ju s tice . In  h is d y in g  m o m en ts th e  ju s t m an  an tic ipa tes th e  b liss p rep ared  fo r  h im ; h e  h as  a  fo re tas te  o f  h is  

d estin y  w h ich  m ay  so m etim es  b e  seen  re flec ted  in  h is co u n ten an ce .

G o d 's  p r o v id e n c e  a n d  ju s t ic e  in  th e  n e x t  l i f e  



A fte r d ea th  G o d 's  p ro v id en ce  an d  ju s tice in terv en e  fo rthw ith  in  th e  p articu la r  ju d gm en t. R ev e la tio n  te lls u s  

so  in  th e  p arab le  o f  th e  w ick ed  rich  m an  an d  th e  b eg g ar L azaru s , w h o se  so u ls  w ere  ju d g ed  o n ce  an d  fo r  a ll 

th e  m o m en t th ey  q u itted  tliis ea rth . E q u a lly c lea r  is S t. P au l's  teach in g  in  m o re  th an  o n e  p assag e : "W e  m u st 

a ll b e  m an ifested  b efo re  th e  ju d g m en t sea t o f  C h ris t, th a t ev ery o n e  m ay  rece iv e  th e  p ro p er  th in g s o f  th e  

b o d y , acco rd in g  as h e  h a th  d o n e , w h eth er  g o o d  o r  ev il" ; [  1 4 4 ] "I h av e  a  d esire  to  b e  d isso lv ed  an d  to  b e  

w ith  C h rist" : [1 4 5 ] "I h av e  fin ish ed  m y  co u rse .... A s  to  th e  re st, th e re  is la id  u p  fo r  m e  a  c ro w n  o f  ju s tice  

w h ich  th e  L o rd  th e  ju s t  ju d g e w ill ren d er  to  m e  in  th a t d ay : an d  n o t  o n ly to  m e, b u t to  th em  a lso  th a t lo v e  

H is co m in g ": [1 4 6 ] "It is ap p o in ted  u n to  m an  o n ce  to  d ie , an d  a fte r  tliis th e  ju d g m en t." [1 4 7 ]

It  w as  th e  u n iv e rsal  b e lie f o f  th e  ea rly  C h u rch  th a t th e  m arty  rs  en te red  a t o n ce  in to  h eav en  an d  th a t 

u n rep en tan t s in n ers , lik e th e  b ad  th ie f, rece iv ed  th e ir p u n is  lim en t im m ed ia te ly a fter  d ea th .

T h e  n a tu re  o f  tliis p articu la r  ju d g m en t is to  b e  ex p la in ed  fro m  th e  co n d itio n  o f  th e  so u l  w h en  sep ara ted  

fro m  th e  b o d y . O n ce  th e  b o d y  h as  b een  le ft b eh in d , th e  so u l h as  d irec t v is io n  o f  itse lf  as  a  sp iritu a l 

su b stan ce , in  th e  sam e  w ay  th a t  th e  p u re  sp irit h as  d irec t  v is io n  o f  itse lf , an d  in  th a t in s tan t it is m ad e  aw are  

o f  its m o ra l  co n d itio n . It  rece ives  an  in terio r illu m in a tio n ren d erin g  a ll d iscu ssio n  u se less . G o d  p asses  

sen ten ce , w h ich  is  th en  tran sm itted  b y  co n sc ience , th e  ech o  o f  G o d 's  v o ice . T h e  so u l  n o w  sees  p la in ly  w h at 

is its d u e  acco rd in g  to  its m erits  an d  d em erits, w h ich  th en  s tan d  o u t q u ite  d is tin c tly  b efo re  it. T liis  is w h at 

th e  litu rg y ex p resses  sy m b o lica lly  in  th e  D ies Irae : L ib er sc rip tu s  p ro fe re tu r, in  q u o  to tu m  co n tin e tu r. T h e  

so u l w ill see  w h atev er  h as  b een  w ritten  d o w n  in  th e  b o o k  o f  life co n cern ing  it. [1 4 8 ]

Ju stice  w ill th en  m ete  o u t  co n d ig n  p u n ish m en t  fo r  s in s co m m itted , to  la s t fo r  a  tim e  o r  fo r  e tern ity . M o rta l 

s in  s till u n rep en ted  a t th e  m o m en t o f  d ea th  w ill b e  h en cefo rth  lik e  an  in cu rab le  d isease , b u t in  so m eth in g  

th a t can n o t  d ie , th e  im m o rta l so u l. T h e  s in n er  h as  tu rn ed  liis b ack  u n rep en tan tly  o n  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d , h as  

in  p rac tice  d en ied  its in fin ite d ig n ity ' as  th e  la s t en d , an d  h as  fa iled  to  rev o k e  th is  p rac tica l  d en ia l w h ile  

th e re  w as  y e t  tim e . It is an  irrep a rab le  d iso rd e r  an d  a  co n sc io u s  o n e . R em o rse  is  th e re , b u t  w ith o u t 

rep en tan ce ; p ride  an d  reb e llio n w ill co n tin u e  fo rev er  an d  w ith  th em  th e  p u n ish m en t th ey  d ese rv e . B u t 

ab o v e  a ll it in v o lv es th e  p erp e tu a l lo ss o f  th e  d iv in e life o f  g race  an d  th e  v is io n  o f  G o d , o f  su p rem e  b liss , 

th e  s in n er  c learly  rea liz in g th a t th ro u g h  liis o w n  fau lt h e  h as  fa iled  fo rev er  to  a tta in  h is d estin ed  en d . [1 4 9 ]

H ere  th e  ju s tice  o f  G o d  is seen  to  b e  in fin ite ; it is a  m y ste ry  th a t su rp asses o u r  u n d ers tan d in g , as  d o es  th e  

m y ste ry 'o f  H is m ercy .

H ere  o n  ea rth  th e  co n cep ts  o r  id eas w e  a re  ab le  to  h av e  o f  d iv in e  ju s tice  an d  th e  re s t o f  G o d 's  p erfec tio n s  

m u st  a lw ay s rem ain  lim ited , co n fin ed , an d  th a t in  sp ite  o f  th e  co rrec tio n  w e  ap p ly  in  d en y in g  a ll lim ita tio n . 

T h ese  co n cep ts  rep resen t th e  d iv in e  a ttrib u tes  as  d is tin c t  fro m  o n e  an o the r, th o u g h  w e  d id  say  th a t th e re  is  

n o  rea l d is tin c tio n  b e tw een  th em . It fo llo w s  th a t  th ese  re s tric ted  id eas  h ard en  th e  sp iritu a l fea tu res  o f  G o d  

so m ew h at, as  th e  h u m an  fea tu res a re  h ard en ed  w h en  w e  a ttem p t  to  rep ro d u ce  th em  in  little sq u ares  o f  

m o sa ic . O u r  co n cep t o f  ju s tice  b e in g  d is tin c t  fro m  th a t o f  m ercy , d iv in e  ju s tice  ap p ears  to  u s  n o t o n ly  

in fin ite ly  ju s t b u t  ab so lu te ly  u n y ie ld in g , an d  H is m ercy  ap p ears  to  b e  sh ee r  cap rice .

In  h eav en , h o w ev er, w e  sh a ll  see  h o w  th e  d iv in e p erfec tio n s , ev en  th o se  to  a ll ap p earan ces  d irec tly  

o p p o sed , a re  in tim a te ly  b len ded , id en tified in  fac t, y e t w ith o u t d estro y in g  o n e  an o th er  in  th e  D eity . in  G o d 's  

in tim ate life , o f  w h ich  w e  sh a ll th en  h av e  d is tin c t an d  im m ed ia te k n o w led g e .

W e  sh a ll  th en  see  th a t  n o w h ere  b u t  in  G o d  d o  ju s tice  an d  m ercy  ex is t in  th e ir p u re  s ta te , free  fro m  a ll 

im p erfec tio n , an d  th a t  ju s t as  in  u s  th e  ca rd in a l v irtu es  a re  in terco n n ec ted  an d  in sep arab le , so  a lso  in  H im  

ju s tice  can n o t  ex ist  u n less  it is u n ited  w ith  m ercy , an d  co n v ersely ' th e re  can  b e  n o  su ch  tirin g  as  m ercy ap art 

fro m  ju s tice  an d  p ro v id en ce . [1 5 0 ]

T h is is w h at is rev ea led  to  th e  sa in ts fro m  th e  m o m en t o f  th e  p articu lar  ju d g m en t, w h ich  is im m ed ia te ly  

fo llo w ed  b y  th e ir en try  in to  g lo ry .



T h ere  w ill b e  an o th e r  m an ifes ta tio n  o f  ju s tice  in  th e  g en era l  ju d g m en t a fte r  tire  re su rrec tio n  o f  th e  b o d y , 

acco rd in g  to  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  C reed : "I b e liev e in  Jesu s  C h rist... w h o  sh a ll  co m e  to  ju d g e  th e  liv in g an d  th e  

d ead .  " O u r  L o rd  te lls u s  (M att. 2 4 : 3 0 -4 6 ) : "A ll tr ib es o f  th e  ea rth ... sh a ll see  th e  S o n  o f  m an  co m in g  in  th e  

c lo u d s  o f  h eav en  w ith  m u ch  p o w er  an d  m ajesty . A n d  H e sh a ll sen d  H is an g e ls w ith  a  tru m p e t an d  a  g rea t 

v o ice : an d  th ey  sh a ll g a th e r  to g e th e r  H is e lec t fro m  th e  fo u r  w in d s, fro m  th e  fa rth es t  p arts  o f  th e  h eav en s  to  

th e  u tm o st  b o u n ds  o f  th em .  "  If  Jesu s  h ad  n o t  b een  th e  S o n  o f  G o d , h o w  co u ld  H e. a  p o o r  v illag e a rtisan , 

h av e  u tte red  su ch  w o rd s  as  th ese?  It  w o u ld  h av e  b een  th e  h e ig h t o f  fo o lish n ess , w h ereas  ev ery th in g  g o es  to  

sh ow  th a t it is th e  essen ce  o f  w isd o m .

T h is g en era l  ju d g m en t is ev id en tly  ex p ed ien t, b ecau se  m an  is n o t  m ere ly  a  p riv a te  p erso n , b u t  is a  so c ia l 

b e ing , an d  tliis  ju d g m en t w ill rev ea l to  a ll m en  th e  rec titu d e  o f  P ro v id en ce  an d  its w ay s, th e  reason  a lso  o f  

its d ec isio n s  an d  th e ir o u tco m e. D iv in e  ju s tice  w ill th en  ap p ear in  a ll its so v ere ig n  p erfec tio n  in  co n tras t to  

th e  freq u en t  m iscarriag e  o f  h u m an  ju s tice . In fin ite  m ercy  w ill  b e  rev ea led  in  th e  case  o f  rep en tan t  an d  

p ard o n ed  s in n ers . E v ery  k n ee  w ill b en d  b efo re  C h ris t th e  S av io r, tr iu m p h an t n o w  o v er  s in , th e  d ev il, an d  

d ea th . T h en  w ill ap p ear a lso  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  e lec t: h e  w h o  w as  h u m b led  w ill n o w  b e  ex a lted , an d  th e  

k in g d o m  o f  G o d  w ill b e  estab lish ed  fo rev er  in  th e  lig h t o f  g lo ry , in  lo v e  an d  in  p eace . [1 5 1 ]

T h is is th e  k in g d o m  w e  lo n g  fo r  w h en  d ay  b y  d ay  w e  say  in  th e  O u r  F a th e r: "T hy  k in g d o m  co m e, T h y  w ill 

[s ig n ified  to  u s  in  T h y  p recep ts  an d  in  th e  sp irit o f  th e  co u n se ls]  b e  d o n e  o n  ea rth  as  it is in  h eav en ." [1 5 2 ]

2 6 .  P r o v id e n c e  A n d  M e r c y

W e  h av e  b een  co n sid e rin g  th e  re la tio n s b e tw een  p ro v id en ce  an d  d iv in e m ercy  in  th e  d istrib u tio n  o f  th e  

m ean s  n ecessa ry  fo r  a ll  to  a tta in  th e ir en d , in  rew ard in g  m erit an d  ch astisin g  s in  an d  w icked n ess . It  n o w  

rem ain s  fo r  u s  to  sp eak  o f  p ro v id en ce  in  its re la tio n  to  d iv in e m ercy . G o d 's  m ercy  seem s  a t  firs t s ig h t  to  

d iffer  so  w ide ly  fro m  H is ju s tice  as  to  b e  d irec tly  co n tra ry  to  it; it ap p ears  to  se t itse lf  u p  in  o p p o sitio n  to  

ju s tice , in te rven in g  in  o rd er  to  re s tric t  its rig h ts . Y et in  rea lity th e re  can  n ev er  b e  an y  o p p o sitio n  b e tw een  

tw o  d iv in e  p erfec tio n s; h o w ev er  w ide ly  th ey  m ay  d iffe r  fro m  each  o th e r, th e  o n e  can n o t  b e  th e  n eg a tio n  o f  

th e  o th e r. A s w e  h av e  a lread y  seen , th ey  a re  so  u n ited  in  th e  em inen ce  o f  th e  D eity , th e  in tim ate life o f  

G o d , as  to  b e  co m p le te ly  id en tified .

F ar  fro m  se ttin g  itse lf  u p  in  o p p o sitio n  to  ju s tice  an d  p u ttin g  re s tric tio n s  u p o n  it, m ercy  u n ite s w ith  it, b u t  in  

su ch  a  w ay  as  to  su rp ass it, as S t. T h o m as  say s . [1 5 3 ] In  p sa lm  2 4 :1 0 , w e  read : "A ll th e  w ay s  o f  th e  L o rd  

a re  m ercy  an d  tru th  (i. e ., ju stice ), " b u t, ad d s S t. Jam es, "M ercy  ex a lte th  h erse lf  ab o v e  ju d g m en t [ju s tice ]."  

[1 5 4 ] In  w h at sen se  is  th is  to  b e  u n d ers to o d ?  S ay s S t. T h o m as: [1 5 5 ]

In  th is sen se , th a t  ev ery  w o rk  o f  ju s tice  p resu p p o ses  an d  is  fo u n d ed  u p o n  a  w o rk  o f  m ercy , a  w o rk  o f  p u re  

lo v in g  k in d ness, w h o lly  g ra tu ito u s. If , in  fac t, th e re  is an y th in g  d u e  fro m  G o d  to  th e  c rea tu re , it is in  v irtu e  

o f  so m e  g ift th a t h as  p reced ed  it.... If  H e  o w es  it to  H im se lf to  g ran t  u s  g race  n ecessa ry  fo r  sa lva tio n , it is  

b ecau se  H e  h as  firs t g iv en  u s  th e  g race  w ith  w h ich  to  m erit. M ercy  (o r  p u re  g o o d n ess) is  th u s, as  it  w ere , 

th e  ro o t  an d  so u rce  o f  a ll th e  w o rk s  o f  G o d ; its  v irtu e  p erv ad es , d o m in a tes  th em  a ll. A s th e  u ltim a te  fo u n t 

o f  ev ery  g ift, it ex erc ises  th e  m o re  p o w erfu l  in flu en ce , an d  fo r  th is  reaso n  it tran scen ds  ju s tice , w h ich  

fo llo w s  u p o n  m ercy  an d  co n tin u es  to  b e  su b o rd in a te  to  it.

If  ju s tice  is a  b ran ch  sp rin g in g  fro m  th e  tree  o f  G o d 's  lo v e , th en  th e  tree  itse lf is m ercy , o r  p u re  g o o d n es  s  

ev er  ten d in g  to  co m m u n ica te , to  rad ia te  itse lf  ex te rn ally .

W e  sh a ll b est u n d ers tan d  tliis b y  a  co n sid e ra tio n  o f  o u r  o w n  liv es. O u r  b est co u rse  w ill b e  to  p ro ceed , as  w e  

d id  w ith  ju s tice , b y  co n sid e rin g  th e  re la tio n s b e tw een  p ro v id en ce  an d  m ercy  firs t o f  a ll in  th is p resen t life , 

th en  a t th e  m o m en t o f  d ea th , an d  la s tly  in  th e  n ex t life .

P r o v id e n c e  a n d  m e r c y  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  p r e se n t  l i f e  



If  in  th is p resen t life  d iv in e  ju s tice  g iv es to  each  o f  u s  w h atev er  is req u ired  fo r  u s  to  liv e rig h tly  an d  so  

a tta in  o u r  en d , m ercy , o n  th e  o th e r  h an d , g iv es  fa r  b ey o n d  w h at is s tric tly  n ecessa ry , an d  it is in  th is  sen se  

th a t it su rp asses  ju s tice .

In  c rea tin g  u s, fo r  ex am p le , G o d  m ig h t h av e  estab lish ed  u s  in  a  p u re ly  n a tu ra l co n d itio n , en d o w in g  u s  w ith  

a  sp iritu a l, im m o rta l so u l, b u t  n o t  w ith  g race . O u t  o f  p u re  g o o d n ess  fro m  th e  v ery  d ay  o f  c rea tio n  H e  h as  

g ran ted  u s  to  p artic ip a te  su p ern a tu rally  in  H is in tim ate life b y  b esto w in g  o n  u s  san c tify ing  g race , th e  

p rin c ip le o f  o u r  su p ern a tu ra l m erits.

A g ain , a fte r  th e  fa ll, H e  m ig h t h av e  le ft u s  in  o u r  fa llen  co n d itio n  so  fa r  as  ju s tice  is co n cern ed . O r  H e  

m ig h t h av e  ra ised  u s  u p  fro m  s in  b y  a  s im p le  ac t  o f  fo rg iv en ess  co n v ey ed  th ro u g h  th e  m o u th  o f  a  p ro p h e t 

a fte r  w e  h ad  fu lfilled ce rta in  co n d itio n s . B u t H e h as  d o n e  so m eth in g  in fin ite ly g rea te r  th an  th is  : o u t o f  p u re  

m ercy  H e  g av e  u s  H is o n ly  S o n  as  a  red eem in g  v ic tim , an d  it is p o ssib le  fo r  u s  a t  a ll tim es to  ap p ea l to  th e  

in fin ite m erits  o f  th e  S av io r. Ju stice  lo ses n o n e  o f  its rig h ts, b u t it is m ercy  th a t p rev a ils .

O n ce  Jesu s  h ad  d ied  fo r  u s, a ll w e  n eed ed  w as  to  b e  g u id ed  b y  in te rio r g races  as  w ell  as b y  th e  p reach in g  o f  

th e  G o sp e l; b u t  d iv in e m ercy  h as  g iv en  u s  fa r  m o re  th an  th is  : it h as  g iv en  u s  th e  E u ch aris t, in  w h ich  th e  

sac rifice  o f  th e  c ro ss  is p erp e tu a ted  in  su b stan ce  o n  o u r  a lta rs  an d  th e  fru its o f  th a t sac rifice  a re  ap p lied  to  

o u r  so u ls. [1 5 6 ]

F in ally , th o se  o f  u s  w h o  h av e  b een  b o rn  in to  C h ristian  an d  C ath o lic fam ilies h av e  rece iv ed  in co m p arab ly  

m o re  fro m  th e  d iv in e m ercy  th an  th e  b are  essen tia ls G o d  h as  g iven  to  th e  sav ag e  o f  C en tra l A frica . W ith  

th o se  essen tia ls G o d  h as  g iv en  to  th e  sav ag e , p ro v id ed  th e  firs t p rev en ien t g races  a re  n o t re s isted , th e  

sav ag e  w ill rece ive  w h atev er  fu rth e r  g races  a re  req u ired  fo r  sa lv atio n ; b u t w e  h av e  rece iv ed  m u ch  m o re  

th an  th is from  o u r  v ery  ch ild h o o d . W h en  w e  co n side r  th e  m atte r, w e  rea lize  th a t w e  h av e  b een  led  o n  b y  th e  

in v is ib le h an ds  o f  P ro v id en ce  an d  M ercy , p rese rv in g  u s  fro m  m an y  a  fa lse  s tep  an d  ra isin g  u p  each  o n e  o f  

u s  in d iv id u a lly w h en  w e  h av e  fa llen .

A g ain , if  d iv in e  ju s tice  rew ard s  th e  m erits  w e  h av e  acq u ired  ev en  in  th is life , th e  g ifts o f  m ercy  g o  fa r  

b ey o n d  an y  tilin g  w e  h av e  d ese rv ed .

In  th e  co llec t fo r  th e  e lev en th S u n d ay  a fter  P en teco st  w e  p ray : "A lm ig h ty an d  e te rn a l G o d , w h o  in  th e  

ab u n d an ce  o f  T h y  g o o d n ess  d o st su rp ass  th e  m erits  an d  ev en  th e  d esires  o f  T h y  su p p lian ts  : p o u r  o u t  T h y  

m ercy  u p o n  u s, fo rg iv e  u s  th e  th in g s  o u r  co n sc ience  m u st  fea r, an d  g ran t u s  w h at  w e  can n o t  p resu m e  to  

ask . T h ro u g h  o u r  L o rd  Jesu s  C h ris t, e tc ."  [1 5 7 ]

T h e  g race  o f  ab so lu tio n  fro m  m o rtal  s in  is n o t so m eth in g  th a t  can  b e  m erited , it is a  g ra tu ito u s  g ift. A n d  

h o w  o ften  h as  th a t  g race  b een  g ran ted  u s  !

A g ain , b y  n o  m erit  o f  o u rs  co u ld  w e  o b tain  th e  g race  o f  co m m u n io n ; it is th e  fru it o f  th e  sac ram en t  o f  th e  

E u ch arist, w h ich  o f  itse lf  p ro d u ces  th a t g race  w ith in  u s, ev en  d a ily if  w e  w ish . A n d  h o w  m an y  co m m u n io n s  

h as  n o t  th e  d iv in e m ercy  g ran ted  u s  ! L et u s  b ear  in  m in d  th a t  if  w e  a re  fa ith fu l in  fig h tin g  ag a in st a ll 

a ttac lu n en t to  v en ia l s in . each  su ccess iv e  co m m u n io n  b eco m es  su b stan tia lly  m o re  fe rv en t  th an  th e  la s t, 

s in ce  each  su ccess ive  co m m u n io n  m u st n o t  o n ly  p rese rv e  b u t  in c rease  ch arity  w ith in  u s, th u s  d isp o sin g  u s  

to  rece iv e  o u r  L o rd  o n  th e  m o rro w  w ith  a  su b stan tia l  fe rv o r, a  read in ess  o f  d esire  n o t m ere ly  th e  sam e  b u t  

m o re  in tense .

T h is law  o f  acce le ra tio n  g o v ern in g  th e  lo v e o f  G o d  in  th e  so u ls  o f  th e  ju s t m u st, if  w e  a re  a liv e to  it, a ro u se  

o u r  ad m ira tio n . It  w ill b e  seen  th a t, ju s t as  th e  s to n e  fa lls m o re  rap id ly as it ap p ro ach es  th e  ea rth  w h ich  is  

a ttrac tin g  it, so  is it w ith  th e  so u ls  o f  th e  ju s t: th e  m o re  n early  th ey  ap p ro ach  to  G o d  an d  th e re fo re  th e  

g rea te r  th e  fo rce  o f  H is a ttrac tio n , th e  m o re  rap id  m u st  th e ir  p ro g ress  b e . W e  th en  g rasp  th e  m ean in g  o f  

th ese  w o rd s  o f  th e  p sa lm  (3 2 :5 ) : "T h e  ea rth  is  fu ll o f  th e  m ercy  o f  th e  L o rd .  "  E v en  th e  s in n er can  say  w ith  

th e  p sa lm is t: "R e tu rn , O  L o rd ,... w e  a re  filled  in  th e  m o rn in g  w ith  T h y  m ercy : an d  w e  h av e  re jo iced , an d  

a re  d e ligh ted a ll o u r  d ay s"  (P s . 8 9 :1 4 ).



If  w e  co u ld  o n ly  see  th e  w h o le  sp an  o f  o u r  life as  it is w ritten  d o w n  in  th e  b o o k  o f  life , h o w  m an y  in s tan ces  

sh o u ld  w e  fin d  w h ere  p ro v id en ce  an d  m ercy  h av e  in te rv en ed  to  p iece  to g e the r  ag a in  th e  ch a in  o f  o u r  m erits  

w h ich  ag a in  an d  ag a in  p erh ap s  w e  h av e  b ro k en  b y  o u r  s in s  ! B u t a t th e  fin a l m o m en t m ercy  in te rv en es  in  a  

m an n er  n o  le ss g rac iou s .

P r o v id e n c e  a n d  m e r c y  a t  th e  m o m e n t  o f  d e a th

If  a t th a t m om ent  ju s tice  a lo n e w ere  to  en te r  in . a ll th o se  w h o  h ad  led  a  life o f  s in  w o u ld  d ie as  th ey  h ad  

liv ed . A fte r  so  m an y  w arn in g s  fro m  P ro v id en ce  h ad  b een  n eg lec ted , th e  fin a l w arn in g  w o u ld  rece iv e  n o  

b e tte r  re sp o n se ; rem o rse  w o u ld  n o t g iv e  p lace  to  a  sa lu ta ry rep en tan ce . T h an k s  to  th e  m ercy  o f  G o d , 

h o w ev er, th is  la s t ap p ea l is m o re  in s isten t. If  H is  ju s tice  in flic ts th e  p u n ish m en t d u e  to  s in , h ere  ag a in  H is  

m ercy  w ill o u ts trip  it b y  p ard o n in g . T o  p ard o n  m ean s  to  "g iv e b ey o n d "  w h at is d u e . T h e  rig h ts o f  ju s tice  

a re  sa feg u ard ed , b u t  m ercy  o u tw e ig h s it b y  co n stan tly  in sp irin g  th e  s in n er, as  d ea th  ap p ro ach es, to  m ak e  a  

g rea t ac t o f  lo v e  fo r  G o d , an d  o f  co n tritio n , w h ich  w ill w ip e  aw ay  s in  an d  th e  e te rn a l p u n ish m en t m o rtal s in  

in cu rs. A n d  so . th ro u g h  th e  in te rv en tio n  o f  m ercy , th ro u g h  th e  in fin ite m erits  o f  th e  S av io r, th ro u g h  th e  

in te rcessio n  o f  M ary  re fu g e  o f  s in n ers , an d  o f  S t. Jo sep h  p a tro n  o f  th e  d y in g , fo r  m an y  p erso n s  d ea th  is  

so m eth in g  v ery ' d iffe ren t fro m  th e  w ay  th ey  liv ed . T h ese  a re  th e  lab o re rs  o f  th e  e lev en th  h o u r  w h o m  th e  

G o sp e l p arab le  sp eak s o f  (M att. 2 0 :9 ) ; th ey  rece iv e  e te rn al life , as  d o  th e  re s t, in  p ro p o rtio n  to  th e  few  

m erito riou s  ac ts  th ey  h av e  p er  fo rm ed  b efo re  d ea th , w h en  a lread y  in  th e ir  ag o n y . S u ch  w as  th e  d ea th  o f  th e  

g o o d  th ie f  w h o . to u ch ed  b y  th e  lo v ing  k in d n ess  o f  Jesu s  d y in g  o n  th e  c ro ss, w as  co n v erted , an d  h e  h ad  th e  

h ap p in ess  o f  h earin g  fro m  th e  S av io r 's  lip s : "T h is d ay  th o u  sh a lt b e  w ith  M e  in  p arad ise" (L u k e  2 3 : 4 3 ).

T h ese  in te rv en tio n s o f  m ercy  a t  th e  m o m en t o f  d ea th  a re  o n e  o f  th e  su b lim est  fea tu res  o f  th e  tru e  re lig io n . 

T h is w as  o ften  c learly  en o u g h  sh o w n  d u rin g  th e  W o rld  W ar, w h en  a  m an , d y in g  a  trag ic  d ea th  a fte r  

ab so lu tio n , w as  sav ed , w h o  in o rd in a ry ' c ircu m stan ces , in  th e  m id st o f  h is  o ccu p a tio n s  an d  p leasu res, w o u ld  

p erh ap s h av e  b een  lo s t.

S o . to o , w h ere  th e re  a re  C ath o lic h o sp ita ls, m an y  a  p o o r  so u l, h eed in g  th e  w arn ing  th a t  th e  d isease  fro m  

w h ich  h e  is su ffe rin g  is so o n  to  ca rry ' h im  o ff, th e re  p rep ares  h im se lf  fo r  a  h ap p y  d ea th . H e  listen s to  so m e  

s is te r  sp eak in g  to  h im  o n  th is su b jec t an d  th en  to  th e  p riest w h o  fin a lly  reco n c ile s  h im  to  G o d  a fte r  th irty  o r  

fo rty  y ears  o f  a  life sp en t p rac tica lly ' in  in d iffe ren ce , a  life th a t h as  le ft m u ch  to  b e  d esired .

T h e  d iv in e m ercy  ex ten d s  ap p ea lin g ly ' to  ev ery  o n e  o f  th e  d y in g . Jesu s  sa id : "C o m e to  M e. a ll y o u  th a t 

lab o r an d  a re  b u rd en ed : an d  I w ill re fresh  y  o u "  (M att. 1 1 :2 8 ). H e  d ies fo r  a ll m en : as  th e  b eau tifu l p ray ers  

fo r  th o se  in  th e ir ag o n y  rem in d  u s. H e  is the  L am b  o f  G o d  w h o  tak es aw ay  th e  s in s o f  th e  w o rld .

T h e  d ea th  o f  th e  rep en tan t s in n er  is o n e  o f  th e  g rea tes t m an ifes ta tio n s  o f  d iv in e m ercy . S o m e  s trik in g  

ex am p les o f  it a re  g iv en  u s  in  th e  life o f  S t. C atherin e  o f  S ien a  w ritten  b y  h er  co n fesso r. B lessed  R ay m u n d  

o f  C ap u a . [1 5 8 ] T w o  co n d em n ed  c rim in a ls, w h o  w ere  b e in g  to rtu red  w ith  h o t  p in ce rs , w ere  b lasp h em in g  

cease less ly , an d  th en  th ro u g h  h er  p ray  e rs  th e  u n h ap p y  w re tch es  rece iv ed  a  v is io n  o f  o u r  L o rd , w h o  

ap p eared  co v ered  w ith  w o u n d s, in v itin g  th em  to  rep en t an d  p ro m ising  th em  fo rg iv en ess . A t th a t sam e  

m o m en t th ey  b eg g ed  ea rn estly  fo r  a  p ries t an d  w ith  h eartfe lt co n tritio n  co n fessed  th e ir  s in s. T h ereu p o n  

th e ir  b lasp h em ies w ere  tu rn ed  to  p ra ise , an d  th ey  w en t  jo y fu lly  to  th e ir d ea th  as  to  th e  g a tew ay  o f  h eav en . 

T h o se  w h o  w itn essed  th e  in c id en t  w ere  s tru ck  w ith  am azem en t  an d  co u ld  ass ign  n o  reaso n  fo r  su ch  a  

su d d en  ch an g e  in  th e ir in te rio r d isp o sitio n s.

O n  an o th er  o ccasio n  th e  sa in t  h erse lf  w as  p resen t a t  th e  ex ecu tio n  o f  th e  y o u n g  n o b lem an , N ich o las T u ld o , 

w h o  h ad  b een  co n d em n ed  to  d ea th  fo r  c ritic iz in g  th e  g o v ern m en t. W h en  sh e  saw  h o w  d esp era te ly  h e  c lu n g  

to  life , re fu sin g  to  accep t w h at seem ed  to  h im  so  u n ju st a  p u n ish m en t, sh e  h erse lf  p rep ared  h is so u l to  

ap p ear  b efo re  G o d . H er acco u n t  o f  th e  d ea th -scen e  is g iv en  in  a  le tte r  to  h er  co n fesso r, R ay m u n d  o f  C ap u a:

S ee ing  m e  a t  th e  p lace  o f  ex ecu tio n , h e  b eg an  to  sm ile , an d  w an ted  m e  to  m ak e  th e  s ig n  o f  th e  c ro ss  u p o n  

h im . I  d id  so  an d  th en  I sa id  to  h im : "O n  y ou r  k n ees , sw ee tn ess  m y  b ro th e r.  Y o u  a re  g o in g  to  th e  m arriag e  

feas t. Y o u  a re  ab o u t  to  en te r  in to  ev erlas ting  life ." H e p ro stra ted  h im se lf  w ith  g rea t g en tlen ess , an d  I  



s tre tch ed  o u t h is n eck ; an d  b en d in g  o v er  h im , I rem ind ed  h im  o f  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  L am b . H is lip s sa id  

n o u g h t sav e  "Jesu s', an d  "C a th erin e . A n d  so  say in g , I  rece iv ed  h is h ead  in  m y  h an d s, c lo s in g  m y  ey es  in  

th e  d iv in e g o o d n ess , an d  say in g , "I w ill."

T h en  I saw , as  m igh t th e  c lea rn ess  o f  th e  su n  b e  seen , th e  G o d -m an , th e  w o u n d  in  H is s id e  b e in g  o p en . H e  

w as  p erm ittin g  a  tran sfu sio n  o f  th a t  b lo od  w ith  H is b lo o d , an d  ad d in g  th e  fire  o f  h o ly  d esire  g iv en  to  th a t 

so u lb y  g race  to  th e  fire  o f  H is d iv in e  ch arity . [1 5 9 ]

B u t if  th e  d ea th  o f  th e  s in n er  is a  m an ifes ta tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e m ercy , fa r  m o re  b eau tifu l is th e  d ea th  o f  th e  

sa in t w h o  h as  a lw ay s  rem ain ed  fa ith fu l. H is la s t m o m en ts a re , as  a  ru le , p eacefu l  b ecau se  h e  h as  

v an q u ish ed  lu s en em ies d u rin g  life an d  lu s so u l is n o w  p rep ared  fo r  th e  p assag e  to  e te rn ity . U n itin g  h im se lf 

w ith a ll th e  m asses th en  b e in g  ce leb ra ted , h e  m ak es  o f  h is d ea th  a  la st sac rifice  o f  rep a ra tio n , ad o ra tio n , 

th an k sg iv in g , an d  su p p licatio n  to  o b ta in  th e reb y  th a t la st g race  o f  fin a l p ersev eran ce  w h ich  ca rrie s  w ith  it 

th e  assu ran ce  o f  sa lv a tion .

P r o v id e n c e  a n d  m e r c y  a f te r  d e a th

M ercy  an d  ju s tice , th e  S crip tu re  te lls u s  (P s . 2 4 :1 0 ), co m b in e  in  ev ery  o n e  o f  G o d 's  w o rk s;  b u t  w h ereas  

m ercy  is  the  m o re  p ro m in en t in  so m e , as  in  th e  co n v ersio n  o f  th e  s in n er, in  o th e rs  ju s tice  p red o m in a tes , as  

in  th e  case  o f  p u n ishm en t d u e  to  s in .

T h u s  it is th a t, as S t. T h o m as  say s, [1 6 0 ] a fter  d ea th  "m ercy  in te rv en es o n  b eh a lf  o f  th e  rep ro b ate , in  th e  

sen se  th a t  th e  p u n ishm en t th ey  rece iv e  is le ss th an  th ey  d ese rv e .  "  W ere  ju s tice  a lo n e  to  en te r in , th ey  w o u ld  

su ffe r  s till m o re . S t. C ath erine  o f  S iena  is o f  th e  sam e  m in d . [1 6 1 ] M ercy  is  th e re  to  tem p er  ju s tice  ev en  fo r  

th o se  w h o  h av e  fo m en ted  h a tred  am o n g  o th e rs , b e tw een  c lass  an d  c lass, n a tio n  an d  n a tion , ev en  fo r  th e  

m o st p erv erse , fo r  m o n ste rs  lik e  N ero , w h o  h av e  sh o w n  a  re finem en t o f  m alice , an  o b stin acy  o f  w ill th a t 

sp u rn ed  a ll ad v ice .

O b v io u sly , w ith  th e  so u ls  in  p u rg a to ry  d iv in e  m ercy  is s till m o re  ac tiv e , in sp irin g  th em  w ith  th e  lo v in g  

d esire  to  m ak e  rep a ra tio n , w h ich  tem p ers a  little th a t k een  p u rify in g  p a in  th ey  a re  u n d erg o in g  an d  co n firm s  

th em  in  th e ir  assu ran ce  o f  sa lv a tio n .

In  h eav en  d iv in e m ercy  sh in es  fo rth  in  th e  sa in ts  acco rd in g  to  th e  in ten sity  o f  th e ir lo v e  fo r  G o d . O u r  L o rd  

w ill g ree t th em  w ith  th e  w o rd s  reco rd ed  in  S t. M atth ew  (2 5 :3 4 ) :

C o m e, y e  b lessed  o f  M y  F a th er, p o ssess  y ou  th e  k in g d o m  p rep ared  fo r  y o u  fro m  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  

w o rld . F o r  I  w as  h u n g ry , an d  y o u  g av e  M e  to  ea t: I  w as  th irsty , an d  y o u  g av e  M e  to  d rin k : I w as  a  s tran g er, 

an d  y o u  to o k  M e  in : n ak ed , an d  y o u  co v ered  M e: s ick , an d  y o u  v is ited  M e: I w as  in  p riso n , an d  y o u  cam e  

to  M e. T h en  sh a ll th e  ju s t... an sw er  H im  say in g : L o rd , w h en  d id  w e  see  T h ee  h u n g ry ... th irsty . .. an d  cam e  

to  T h ee?  A n d  th e  K in g an sw erin g  sh a ll say  to  th em : A m en  I say  to  y o u , as  lo n g  as  y o u  d id  it to  o n e  o f  th ese  

M y  least b re th ren , y o u  d id  it to  M e.

W h at  jo y  w ill b e  o u rs  in  th a t firs t in s tan t o f  o u r  en te rin g  in to  g lo ry , w h en  w e  sh a ll receiv e  th e  lig h t o f  g lo ry  

in  o rd er  to  see  G o d  face  to  face , in  a  v is io n  th a t w ill k n o w  n o  en d , w h o se  m easu re  w ill  b e  th e  u n iq u e  in s tan t 

o f  ch an g e less e te rn ity .

H o w  co n so lin g  is th e  th o u g h t o f  th is in fin ite m ercy , w h ich  tran scen d s  a ll  w ick ed n ess an d  is in ex h au stib le . 

F o r  th is reaso n  n o  re lap se in to  s in , h o w ev er  sh am efu l h o w ev er  c rim in a l sh o u ld  cau se  a  s in n er to  d esp a ir. 

T h ere  can  b e  n o  g rea te r  o u trag e  ag a in st G o d  th an  to  co n sid e r  H is lo v in g  k in d n ess in ad eq u a te  to  fo rg iv e . A s  

S t. C ath erine  o f  S ien a  te lls u s. "H is m ercy  is g rea te r  w ith o u t an y  co m pariso n  th an  a ll th e  s in s w h ich  an y  

c rea tu re  can  co m m it.  " [  1 6 2 ]



In  th is m atte r  w e  sh o u ld  k eep  b efo re  o u r  m ind s th ese  w o rd s  fro m  th e  p sa lm s, w o rd s  th a t th e  litu rg y  is  

co n stan tly  p u ttin g  b efo re  u s:

T h e  m erc ies o f  th e  L o rd  I  w ill s in g  fo rev er.... F o r  T h o u  h ast sa id : M ercy  sh a ll  b e  b u ilt u p  fo rev er  in  th e  

h eav en s . T h y  tru th  sh a ll b e  p rep ared  in  th em .... T h o u  a rt m ig h ty , O  L o rd , an d  T h y  tru th  is ro u n d  ab o u t 

T h ee . T h o u  ru les t  th e  p o w er  o f  th e  sea .... T h o u  h ast h u m b led  th e  p ro u d  o n e ....

T h e  L o rd  is co m p assio n a te  an d  m erc ifu l: lo n g su ffe rin g  an d  p len teo u s in  m ercy . H e  w ill n o t a lw ay s  b e  

an g ry : n o r  w ill H e th rea ten  fo rev er.... F o r  acco rd in g  to  th e  h e ig h t o f  th e  h eav en  ab o v e  th e  ea rth , H e  h a th  

s tren g th en ed  H is m ercy  to w ard  th em  th a t fea r  H im .... A s  a  fa th e r  h a th  co m p assio n  o n  liis ch ild ren , so  h a th  

th e  L o rd  co m passion  o n  th em  th a t fea r  H im : fo r  H e  k n o w  e th  o u r  fram e. H e  rem em b ereth  th a t w e  a re  d u st.

M an 's  d ay s  a re  as  g rass: as  th e  flo w er  o f  the  fie ld  so  sh a ll h e  flo u rish . F o r  th e  sp irit sh a ll p ass  in  h im , an d  

h e  sh a ll n o t  b e .... B u t th e  m ercy  o f  th e  L o rd  is fro m  e te rn ity  an d  u n to  e te rn ity . u p o n  th em  th a t fea r  H im . 

[1 6 3 ]

M ay  th e  L o rd  d e ig n  th a t th ese  w o rd s  b e  rev ea led  in  u s  a lso , th a t w e  m ay  g lo rify  H im  fo rev er.

R are ly  h av e  th e  re la tio n s b e tw een  m ercy , ju s tice , an d  p ro v id en ce  b een  b e tte r  ex p ressed  th an  in  th e  D ies  

Irae . [1 6 4 ]

D ay  o f  w ra th  an d  d o o m  im p end in g . D av id 's  w o rd  w ith  S ib y l's b len d in g ! H eav en  an d  ea rth  in  ash es  en d in g !  

O , w h at  fea r  m an 's  b o so m  ren d e th . W h en  fro m  h eav en  th e  Ju d g e  d escen d e th . O n  w h o se  sen ten ce  a ll 

d ep en d e th !

D eath  is s tru ck , an d  n a tu re  q u ak in g , A ll c rea tio n  is aw ak in g . T o  its Ju d g e  an  an sw er  m ak in g .

L o ! th e  b o o k  ex ac tly  w o rded . W h ere in  a ll h a th  b een  reco rd ed ; T h ence  sh a ll  ju d gm en t b e  aw ard ed . 

W h en  th e  Ju d g e  H is sea t a tta in e th , A n d  each  h id d en  d eed  a rra ig n e th , N o th in g  u n av en g ed  rem ain e th . 

K in g  o f  M ajesty  trem en d o u s. W h o  d o st free  sa lv a tio n  sen d  u s, F o u n t  o f  p ity , th en  b efrien d  u s!  

T h in k , k in d  Jesu ! m y  sa lv a tio n  C au sed  T h y  w o n d ro u s  in ca rn a tion ; L eav e  m e  n o t to  rep ro b a tio n . 

F a in t an d  w eary ' T h o u  h ast so u g h t m e. O n  th e  c ro ss  o f  su ffe rin g  b o u g h t  m e; S h a ll su ch  g race  b e  v a in ly  

b o u g h t m e?

R ig h teo u s Ju d g e! fo r  s in 's  p o llu tio n  G ran t T h y  g ift o f  ab so lu tio n , E re  th a t d ay  o f  re trib u tio n . 

T h ro u g h  th e  s in fu l w o m an  sh riv en . T h ro ug h  th e  d y in g  th ie f  fo rg iven , T h o u  to  m e  a  h o p e  h ast g iv en . 

L o w  I k n ee l, w ith  h eart su b m issio n . C ru sh ed  to  ash es  in  co n tritio n ; H elp m e  in  m y  la s t co n d itio n !  

S p are , O  G o d , in  m ercy  sp a re  h im ! L o rd  a ll-p ity ing . Jesu  b les t, G ran t  th em  T h in e  e te rn a l re s t. A m en .

L et u s  acq u ire  th e  h ab it o f  p ray in g  fo r  th o se  in  th e ir la s t ag o n y , th a t  th e  d iv in e m ercy  m ay  in c lin e to  th em . 

T h en  o th e rs  w ill assis t  u s  w h en  th e  m o m en t o f  o u r  o w n  d ea th  a rrives . W h ere  o r  h o w  w e  sh a ll d ie , w e  k n o w  

n o t; it m ay  b e  q u ite  a lo n e ; b u t if  w e  h av e  p ray ed  freq u en tly  fo r  th e  d y in g , if  ag a in  an d  ag a in  w e  h av e  sa id  

w ith a tten tio n  an d  fro m  o u r  h earts : "H o ly M ary , M o th er  o f  G o d , p ray  fo ru s  s in n ers  n o w  an d  a t  th e  h o u r  o f  

o u r  d ea th , " th en  a t  th e  su p rem e  m o m en t m ercy  w ill in c lin e  to  u s  a lso . [1 6 5]

2 7 .  P r o v id e n c e  A n d  T h e  G r a c e  O f  A  H a p p y  D e a th

O n e  o f  th o se  v ita l q u estio n s  th a t sh o u ld  b e  o f  th e  d eep est in te rest to  ev ery  so u l, n o  m atte r  w h at  its  

co n d itio n , is th e  q u estio n  o f  a  h ap p y  d ea th . O n  th is su b jec t S t. A u g u stin e  w ro te  o n e  o f  h is la s t an d  fin est  

w o rk s , th e  G ift o f  P ersev eran ce, in w hich h e  g iv es h is d efin ite  v iew s  o n  th e  m y stery  o f  g race .

B y  th e  S em i-P e lag ian s o n  th e  o n e  h an d  an d  P ro tes tan ts  an d  Jan sen ists o n  th e  o th e r, tin s  v ita l  q u estio n  h as  

b een  u n d ersto o d  in  w id e ly  d iffe ren t, ev en  fu n d am en ta lly  o p p o site , sen ses. T h ese  tw o  co n tra ry  h eres ies  

p ro m p ted  th e  C h u rch  to  d efine  h er  teach in g  o n  th is p o in t m o re  p rec ise ly  an d  to  d ec la re  th e  tru th  in  a ll its  

su b lim ity as  th e  tran scen d en t m ean  b e tw een  th e  ex trem e  e rro rs.



A  b rie f  su m m ary  o f  th ese  e rro rs  w  ill g iv e u s  a  b e tte r  ap p recia tio n  o f  th e  tru th  an d  a  c lea re r  u n d ers tan d in g  o f  

w h at  th e  g race  o f  a  h ap p y  d ea th  rea lly is . W e  sh a ll th en  see  h o w  th is g race  m ay  b e  o b ta in ed .

I h e  d o c tr in e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  a n d  th e  e r r o r s  o p p o s e d  to  i t

T h e  S em i-P e lag ian s m ain ta in ed  th a t  m an  can  h av e  th e  in itium  fid e i e t sa lu tis , th e  b eg in n in g  o f  fa ith  an d  a  

g o o d  d esire  ap art  fro m  g race , th is  b eg in n in g  b e in g  su b seq u en tly  co n firm ed  b y  G o d . A cco rd in g  to  th e ir  

v iew , n o t G o d  b u t  th e  s in n er h im se lf  tak es  th e  firs t s tep  in  th e  s in n er 's  co n v ers io n . O n  th e  sam e  p rin cip les  

th e  S em i-P e lag ian s m ain ta in ed  th a t, o n ce  ju s tified  b y  g race , m an  can  p ersev ere  u n til d ea th  w ith o u t a  fu rth e r  

sp ecia l g race . F o r  th e  ju s t  to  p ersev ere  u n to  th e  en d , it is en o u g h , th ey  sa id , th a t th e  in itium  sa lu tis , tliis  

n a tu ra l g o o d  w ill sh o u ld  p ers ist.

It am o u n ted  to  tliis . th a t G o d  n o t o n ly w ills a ll m en  to  b e  sav ed , b u t  w ills it to  th e  sam e  ex ten t in  ev ery  

case : an d  fu rth e r, th a t p rec ise ly  th e  e lem en t w h ich  d is tin g u ish es th e  ju s t fro m  th e  w ick ed — th e  in itiu m  

sa lu tis an d  th o se  fin a l g o o d  d isp o sitio n s w h ich  a re  to  b e  fo u n d  in  o n e  an d  n o t in  an o the r, in  P e ter  an d  n o t in  

Ju d as— is n o t to  b e  re fe rred  to  G o d  as its  au th o r; H e is s im p ly an  o n lo o k er.

It m ean t th e  re jec tio n  o f  th e  m y ste ry ' o f  p red estin atio n  an d  th e  ig n orin g  o f  th o se  w o rd s  o f  o u r  L o rd : "N o  

m an  can  co m e  to  M e, ex cep t th e  F a th er, w h o  sen t M e. d raw  h im "  (Jo h n  6 :4 4 ), w o rd s  th a t ap p ly  b o th  to  th e  

in itia l an d  to  th e  fin a l im p u lse  o f  o u r  h earts  to  G o d ."  W ith o u t M e  y o u  can  d o  n o th in g " (Jo h n  1 5 :5 ), o u r  

L o rd  sa id . A s th e  S eco n d  C o u n c il o f  O ran g e  reca lled  ag a in st th e  S em i-P e lag ian s , S t. P au l ad d ed : "W h o  

d is tin g u ish ed !  th ee?  O r  w h at h ast th o u  th a t  th o u  h ast  n o t rece iv ed?" (I C o r. 4 :7 ) ; "N o t th a t w e  a re  su ffic ien t 

to  th in k  an y  th in g  o f  o u rse lv es , as o f  o u rse lv es: b u t  o u r  su ffic ien cy  is  fro m  G o d "  (II C o r. 3 : 5 ). If  tliis  is  tru e  

o f  o u r  ev ery  th o u g h t, s till m o re  tru e  is it o f  th e  least sa lu ta ry  d esire , w h eth er  it b e  th e  firs t o r  th e  la s t.

S t. A u g u stin e , to o , p o in ted  o u t th a t  b o th  th e  firs t g race  an d  th e  la s t a re  in  an  esp ec ia l  w ay  g ra tu ito u s . T h e  

first  p rev en ien t g race  can n o t  b e  m erited  o r  in  an y  w ay  b e  d u e  to  a  p u re ly  n a tu ra l g o o d  im p u lse , s in ce  th e  

p rin c ip le o f  m erit is san c tify ing  g race , an d  th is, as  its  v ery  n am e  im p lies , is a g ra tu ito u s  g ift, a  life w h o lly  

su p ern a tu ra l  b o th  fo r  m en  an d  fo r  an g e ls . A g ain , th e  fin a l g race , th e  g race  o f  fin a l p ersev eran ce , is , as S t. 

A u g u stine  p o in ted  o u t, a  sp ecia l g ift, a  g race  p ecu lia r to  th e  e lec t, o f  w h o m  o u r  L o rd  sa id : "N o  o n e  can  

sn a tch  th em  o u t  o f  th e  h an d  o f  M y  F a th e r" (Jo h n  1 0 :2 9 ). W h en  th is g race  is g ran ted , h e  ad d ed , it is  fro m  

sh ee r  m ercy ; if  o n  th e  o th e r  h an d  it is n o t g iv en , it is as  a  ju s t ch astisem en t fo r  s in , u su a lly  fo r  rep ea ted  s in , 

w h ich  h as  a liena ted  th e  so u l fro m  G o d . W e  h av e  it ex em p lified in  th e  d ea th  o f  th e  g o o d  th ief  an d  th a t o f  th e  

u n rep en tan t  o n e .

F o r  S t. A u g u stin e  th e  q u estio n  is g o v ern ed  b y  tw o  g rea t p rin c ip les . T h e  first is th a t n o t  o n ly a re  th e  e lec t 

fo reseen  b y  G o d , b u t  th ey  a re  m o re  b e lo v ed  b y  H im . S t. P au l h ad  sa id : "W h o  d istin g u ish e th  th ee?  O r  w h at 

h ast  th o u  th a t  th o u  h ast  n o t rece iv ed ?"  (I C o r. 4 :1 7 .) L ater  o n  w e  fin d  S t. T h o m as say in g  th a t "s ince  th e  

lo v e  o f  G o d  is cau se  o f  w h atev er  g o o d n ess  th e re  is in  th in g s , n o  o n e  th in g  w o u ld  b e  b e tte r  th an  an o th e r, if  

G o d  d id  n o t  w ill a  g rea te r  g o o d  fo r  o n e  th an  fo r  th e  o th e r" (la , q . 2 0 , a . 3 ).

T h e  o th e r  p rin c ip le , fo rm u la ted  b y  S t. A u g u stine  in  ex p ress  te rm s, is  th a t G o d  n ev er  co m m an d s  th e  

im p o ssib le , th o u g h  in  co m m an d in g  H e ad m o n ish es u s  to  d o  w h at  w e  can  an d  to  ask  fo r  g race  to  acco m p lish  

w h at  w e  o urselv es  can n o t d o : D eu s  im p o ssib ilia n o n  ju b e t, sed  in  ju b en d o m o n et e t  face re  q u o d  p o ssis  e t 

p e te re  q u o d  n o n  p o ssis . T h ese  w o rd s , tak en  fro m  h is  D e  n a tu ra  e t  g ra tia , [  1 6 6 ] a re  q u o ted  b y  th e  C o u n c il o f  

T ren t [1 6 7 ] an d  b rin g  o u t h o w  G o d  d esires  to  m ak e  it rea lly p o ssib le  fo r  a ll to  b e  sav ed  an d  o b se rv e  H is  

p recep ts , an d  h o w  in  fac t  H e  d o es so . A s  fo r  th e  e lec t, H e  sees  to  it th a t th ey  co n tin u e  to  o b se rv e  H is  

p recep ts  u n til th e  en d .

H o w  a re  th ese  tw o  g rea t  p rinc ip les , ce rta in  an d  b ey o n d  d isp u te , to  b e  in tim a te ly reco n c iled ?  B efo re  

rece iv in g  th e  b ea tific  v is io n , n o  c rea ted  in te llec t, o f  m en  o r  o f  an g e ls , can  p e rce iv e  h o w  th is  can  b e . It m u st  

firs t  b e  seen  h o w  in fin ite  ju s tice , in fin ite m ercy , an d  a  so v ere ig n  libe rty  a re  reco n c iled  in  th e  D eity , an d  th is  

req u ires  an  im m ed ia te v isio n  o f  th e  d iv in e essen ce .



A s w e  k n o w , th ese  p rin c ip les la id  d o w n b y  S t. A u g u stin e  ag a in st S em i-P e lag ian ism  w ere  in  su b stan ce  

ap p ro v ed  b y  th e  S eco n d  C o u n c il o f  O ran g e . T h u s  it rem ain s  tru e  th a t  th e  g race  o f  a  h ap p y  d ea th  is a  sp ec ia l 

g race  p ecu lia r to  th e  e lec t.

A t th e  o p p o site  ex trem e  to  S em i-P e lag ian ism , P ro tes tan tism  an d  Jan sen ism  d is to rted  th e  firs t  p rin c ip le  

fo rm u la ted  b y  S t. A u g u stin e  b y  re jec tin g  th e  seco n d . O n  th e  p re tex t o f  em p h asiz in g  th e  m y stery  o f  

p red estin a tio n , th ey  d en ied  th e  a ll em b rac in g  ch arac ter  o f  G o d 's  sav in g  w ill, m ain ta in in g a lso  th a t  in  so m e  

cases  G o d  co m m an d s  th e  im p o ssib le , th a t a t  th e  m o m en t o f  d ea th  it is n o t  p o ssib le  fo r  a ll to  b e  fa ith fu l  to  

th e  d iv in e p recep ts . W e  k n o w  w h at  th e  firs t  p ro p o sitio n  o f  Jan sen ius  w as, [1 6 8 ] th a t  ce rta in  o f  G o d 's  

co m m an d m en ts a re  im p o ssib le  fo r  so m e  ev en  am o n g  th e  ju s t, an d  th is n o t m ere ly  w h en  th ey  a re  n eg lig en t 

o r  h av e  n o t  th e  fu ll u se  o f  reason  an d  w ill, b u t  ev en  w h en  th ey  h av e  th e  d esire  to  ca rry  o u t  th ese  p recep ts  

an d  d o  rea lly s triv e  to  fu lfil th em : ju stis  v o len tib u s e t co n an tib u s. E v en  fo r  th em  th e  ca rry in g  o u t  o f  ce rta in  

p recep ts is im p o ssib le  b ecau se  th ey  a re  d en ied  th e  g race  th a t  w o u ld  m ak e  it p o ssib le .

S u ch  a  p ro p o sition  m u st  d riv e  m en  to  d esp a ir  an d  sh o w s  h o w  w id e  is  th e  g u lf  sep ara tin g  Jan sen ism  fro m  

th e  tru e  d o c trin e  o f  S t. A u g u stin e  an d  S t. T h o m as:  D eu s  im p o ssib ilia n o n  ju b e t. T h is g rav e  e rro r  in v o lv es  

th e  d en ia l o f  G o d 's  ju s tice  an d  h en ce  o f  G o d  H im se lf; a  fo rtio ri it d en ies T b s m ercy  an d  th e  o ffe rin g  o f  

su ffic ien t  g race  to  a ll. In d eed  it m ean s  th e  re jec tio n  o f  tru e  h u m an  libe rty (h b ertas  a  n ecess ita te ), so  th a t 

fin a lly s in  b eco m es  u n av o id ab le  an d  is s in  n o  lo n g er, an d  h en ce  can n o t  w ith o u t ex trem e  c ru e lty  b e  

p u n ish ed  e te rn a lly .

F ro m  th e  sam e  e rro n eo u s  p rinc ip les , P ro tes tan ts  w ere  led  to  d ec la re  n o t  o n ly  th a t p red estin atio n  is  

g ra tu ito u s, b u t  th a t  g o o d  w o rk s , in  th e  case  o f  ad u lts , a re  n o t  n ecessa ry  fo r  sa lv atio n , fa ith  a lon e su ffic in g . 

H en ce  th a t say in g  o f  L u th er 's  : P ecca  fo rtite r  e t  c red e  fo rtiu s  : s in  re so lu te ly , b u t  tru s t ev en  m o re  re so lu te ly  

in  th e  ap p lica tion  o f  C h rist's  m erits  to  y o u  an d  in  y o u r  p red estin a tio n . T h is  is n o  lo n g er h o p e , b u t  is an  

u n p ard on ab le  p resu m p tio n . Jan sen ism  an d  P ro testan tism , in  fac t, o sc illa te  b e tw een  p resu m p tio n  an d  

d esp a ir, w ith o u t ev er  b e in g  ab le  to  fin d  tru e  C h ristian  h o p e  an d  ch arity .

A g ain st th is h eresy  th e  C o u n c il o f  T ren t d efin ed  [1 6 9 ] th a t "W h ereas w e  sh o u ld  a ll h av e  a  s tead fast  h o p e  in  

G o d , n ev erth e less (w ith o u t a  sp ecia l rev e la tio n ) n o  o n e  can  h av e  ab so lu te  ce rta in ty  th a t  h e  w ill p ersev ere  to  

th e  en d ."  T h e  C o u n c il q u o tes  th e  w o rd s  o f  S t. P au l: "W h ere fo re , m y  d early  b e lo v ed  (a s  y o u  h av e  a lw ay s  

o b ey ed ...) , w ith  fea r  an d  trem b lin g  w o rk  o u t  y o u r  sa lv a tio n .... F o r  it is G o d  w h o  w o rk e th in y o u ,  b o th  to  

w ill an d  to  acco m p lish  acco rd in g  to  H is g o o d w ill" (P h il. 2 : 1 2 ) ; "H e th a tth in k e th  h im se lf  to  s tan d , le t h im  

tak e  h eed , le st h e  fa ll" (I C o r. 1 0 :1 2 ). H e m u st  p u t  a ll h is  tru st  in  th e  A lm ig h ty , w h o  is a lo n e ab le to  ra ise  

h im  u p  w h en  h e  h as  fa llen  an d  k eep  th e  ju s t u p rig h t in  a  co rru p t  an d  p erv erse  w o rld .  "  A n d  h e  sh a ll s tan d : 

fo r  G o d  is ab le  to  m ak e  h im  s tan d " (R o m . 1 4 : 4 ).

A n d  so  th e  C h u rch  m ain ta in s  th e  G o sp e l teach in g  in  its rig h tfu l p lace  ab o v e  th e  v ag aries o f  e rro r, ab o v e  the  

ex trem e  h eresies  o f  S em i-P e lag ian ism  an d  P ro tes tan tism . O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , th e  e lect a re  m o re  b e lo v ed  o f  

G o d  th an  a re  o th e rs  an d . o n  th e  o th e r  h an d , G o d  n ev er  co m m an d s  th e  im p o ssib le , b u t  in  H is lo v e d esires  to  

m ak e  it rea lly  p o ssib le  fo r  a ll to  b e  fa ith fu l to  H is co m m an d m en ts .

It  rem ain s  tru e  th e re fo re , as  ag a in st S em i-P e lag ian ism . th a t th e  g race  o f  a  h ap p y  d ea th  is a  sp ecia l g ift [1 7 0 ]  

an d , as  ag a in st P ro tes tan tism  an d  Jan sen ism , th a t am o n g  th o se  w h o  h av e  th e  u se  o f  reaso n  th ey  a lo n e  a re  

d ep riv ed  o f  h e lp  a t th e  la s t w h o  ac tu a lly  re jec t  it b y  re s is tin g  th e  su ffic ien t g race  o ffe red  th em , as  th e  b ad  

th ie f  re s is ted  it, an d  th a t in  th e  v ery  p resen ce  o f  C h rist th e  R ed eem er. [1 7 1 ]

T h is  b e in g  so , h o w  a re  w e  to  o b tain  th is im m en se  g race  o f  a  h ap p y  d ea th ?  C an  w e  m erit it? A n d  if  it can n o t 

b e  m erited  in  th e  s tric t sen se , is it  p o ssib le  fo r  u s  a t  an y  ra te  to  o b ta in  it th ro u g h  p ray er?  W h at  a re  th e  

co n d itio n s  th a t su ch  a  p ray er  m u st  co n fo rm  to ?

T h ese  a re  th e  tw o  p o in ts  w e  w ish  to  d ev e lo p , re ly in g  esp ec ia lly  o n  w h at S t. T h o m as  h as  w ritten  ab o u t  th em  

in  la  Ilae , q . 1 1 4 , a . 9 .



C an  w e  m erit  th e  g race  o f  a  h ap p y  d ea th ?

A re  w e  ab le to  m erit it in  th e  s tric t sen se  o f  th e  te rm  "m erit. " w h ich  im p lies th e  rig h t to  a  d iv in e rew ard ?

F in al p ersev eran ce , a  h ap p y  d ea th , is n o  m o re  th an  th e  co n tin u an ce  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  g race  u p  to  th e  m o m en t 

o f  d ea th , o r  a t an y  ra te  it is th e  co in c id en ce  o r  u n io n  o f  d ea th  an d  th e  s ta te  o f  g race  if  co n v ers io n  tak es  

p lace  a t  th e  la s t m o m en t. In  sh o rt, a  h ap p y  d ea th  is d ea th  in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race , th e  d ea th  o f  th e  p red estin a te  

o r  e lec t.

W e  n o w  see  w h y  th e  S eco n d  C o u n c il  o f  O ran g e  d ec la red  it to  b e  a  sp ecia l g ift, [1 7 2]  w h y , to o , th e  C o u n c il 

o f  T ren t d ec la red  th e  g ra tu ito u s  e lem en t in  it b y  say in g  th a t, " th is g ift ca im o t  b e  d eriv ed  fro m  an y  o th e r  b u t 

fro m  th e  O n e  w h o  is ab le  to  estab lish  h im  w h o  s tan d e th  th a t h e  s tan d  p crscv crin g ly . an d  to  re s to re  h im  w h o  

h as  fa llen ." [1 7 3 ]

W h atev er  w e  a re  ab le  to  m erit, th o u g h  it co m es  ch ie fly  fro m  G o d . is n o t  fro m  H im  ex c lusive ly ; it p ro ceed s  

a lso  fro m  o u r  o w n  m erits, w h ich  im p ly  th e  rig h t to  a  d iv in e rew ard . H en ce  w e  fee l  th a t th e  ju s t m u st 

h u m b ly  ad m it th a t  th ey  h av e  rea lly n o  rig h t to  th e  g race  o f  fin a l p ersev eran ce .

S t. T h o m as  d em o nstra tes th is tru th  b y  a  p rin c ip le  as s im p le as it is p ro fo u nd , o n e  th a t is n o w  co m m on ly  

rece iv ed  in  th e  C h u rch  [1 7 4 ] (c f. la  Ilae , q . 1 1 4 , a . 9 ). W e  m ay  p ro fitab ly  p au se  to  co n side r  it fo r  a  m o m en t; 

it w ill se rv e  to  k eep  u s  h u m b le .

"T h e  p rin c ip le o f  m erit, " say s S t. T h o m as, "can n o t itse lf  b e  m erited  (p rin c ip iu m  m eriti su b  m erito  n o n  

cad it) fo r  n o  cau se  can  cau se  itse lf , w h eth er  it  b e  a  p h y sica l  cau se  o r  m o ra l  (a s  m erit is ) . M erit, th a t ac t 

w h ich  en titles u s  to  a  rew ard , ca im o t  reach  th e  p rin c ip le  fro m  w h ich  it p ro ceed s. N o th in g  is m o re  ev id en t 

th an  th a t th e  p rin c ip le o f  m erit can n o t  itse lf  b e  m erited .

N o w  th e  g ift o f  fin a l p ersev eran ce  is s im p ly  th e  s ta te  o f  g race  m ain ta in ed  u p  to  th e  m o m en t o f  d ea th , o r  a t 

least a t th a t m o m en t re sto red . F u rth e rm o re , th e  s ta te  o f  g race , p ro d u ced  an d  m ain ta in ed  b y  G o d . is in  th e  

o rd er  o f  sa lv a tio n  th e  v ery ' p rin c ip le o f  m erit, th e  p rin c ip le  ren d erin g  o u r  ac ts  m erito rio u s  o f  an  in c rease  in  

g race  an d  o f  e te rn a l life . A p art fro m  th e  s ta te  o f  g race , ap art fro m  ch arity w h ereb y  w e  lo v e  G o d  w ith  an  

e fficac io u s lo v e , m o re  th an  o u rse lv es , w ith  a  lo v e  fo u n d ed  a t least o n  a  rig h t estim a tio n  o f  v a lu es , o u r  

sa lu ta ry ' ac ts h av e  n o  rig h t  to  a  su p ern a tu ra l  rew ard . In  su ch  case  th ese  sa lu tary  ac ts, lik e  th o se  p reced in g  

ju s tificatio n , b ear n o  p ro p ortio n  to  su ch  a  rew ard ; th ey  a re  n o  lo n g er th e  ac tio n s  o f  an  ad o p ted  so n  o f  G o d  

an d  o f  o n e  w h o  is H is frien d , h e ir to  G o d  an d  co h e ir  w ith  C h ris t, as S t. P au l  say s. T h ey  p ro ceed  fro m  a  so u l 

s till estran g ed  fro m  G o d  th e  la s t en d , th ro u g h  m o rtal  s in , fro m  o n e  h av in g  n o  rig h t as  y e t  to  e te rn a l life . 

H en ce  S t. P au l w rites  (I C o r. 1 3 :1 -3 ) : "If  I  h av e  n o t  ch arity '. I am  n o th in g ... it p ro fite th  m e  n o th in g ." A p art 

fro m  th e  s ta te  o f  g race  an d  ch arity , m y  w ill is estran g ed  fro m  G o d . an d  p erso n a lly  th e re fo re  I can  h av e  n o  

rig h t to  a  su p ern a tu ra l  rew ard , n o  m erit  in  th e  o rd er  o f  sa lv a tio n .

B rie fly , th en , th e  p rin c ip le  o f  m erit is th e  s ta te  o f  g race  an d  p ersev eran ce  in  th a t s ta te ; b u t  th e  p rin c ip le  o f  

m erit can n o t  itse lf  b e  m erited .

If  th e  in itia l p ro d u c tio n  o f  san c tify ing  g race  can n o t  b e  m erited , th e  sam e  m u st b e  sa id  o f  th e  p rese rv a tio n  o f  

an y o n e  in  g race , th is  b e in g  s im p ly  th e  co n tinu a tio n  o f  th e  o rig in a l p ro d u c tio n  an d  n o t  a  d is tin c t d iv in e  

ac tio n . S o  say s S t. T h o m as  (la , q . 1 0 4 , a . 1 ad  4 u m ) : "T h e  co n se rv a tio n  o f  th e  c rea tu re  b y  G o d  is n o t  a  

fre sh  d iv in e  ac tio n , b u t th e  co n tinu a tio n  o f  th e  c rea tiv e  ac t.  "  H en ce  th e  m ain ten an ce  o f  an y o n e  in  th e  s ta te  

o f  g race  can  n o  m o re  b e  m erited  th an  its o rig in a l p ro d u c tio n .

T o  th is  p ro fo u n d  reason  m an y  th eo lo g ian s ad d  a  secon d , w h ich  is a  co n firm atio n  o f  it. S tric tly  co n d ig n  

m erit (m eritu m  d e  co n d ig n o ) o r  m erit  fo u n d ed  in  ju s tice  p resu p p o ses  th e  d iv in e  p ro m ise  to  rew ard  a  ce rta in  

g o o d  w o rk . B u t G o d  h as  n ev er  p ro m ised  fin a l p ersev eran ce  o r  p rese rv a tio n  fro m  th e  s in  o f  fin a l 

im p en iten ce  to  o n e  w h o  sh o u ld  k eep  H is co m m an d m en ts  fo r  an y  len g th  o f  tim e . In d eed  it is p rec ise ly  th is  

o b ed ien ce  u n til d ea th  in  w h ich  fin a l p ersev eran ce  co n sists; h en ce  it can n o t  b e  m erited  b y  th a t o b ed ien ce , 



fo r  o th e rw ise  it w o u ld  m erit itse lf . W e  a re  th u s  b ro u g h t  b ack  to  o u r  fu n d am en ta l  reaso n , th a t th e  p rin c ip le  

o f  m erit can n o t  b e  m erited . M o reo ver, w ith  d u e  re se rv a tio n s, th e  sam e  reaso n  is ap p licab le to  co n g ru o u s  

m erit (m eritu m  d e  co n g ru o ), th a t m erit w h ich  is fo u n d ed  in  th e  rig h ts o f  frien d sh ip  u n itin g  u s  to  G o d , th e  

p rin c ip le o f  w h ich  is ag a in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race . [1 7 5 ]

W h at it a ll co m es  to  is th is, th a t G o d 's m ercy , n o t  H is  ju s tice , h as  p laced  u s  in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race  an d  

co n tin u es to  m ain ta in  u s  th e re in .

T h e  ju s t, it is tru e , a re  ab le to  m erit e te rn a l life , th is b e in g  th e  te rm , n o t  th e  p rin c ip le  o f  m erit. E v en  so , if  

th ey  a re  to  o b ta in  e te rn a l life , it is s till req u ired  th a t th e  m erits  th ey  h av e  w o n  sh a ll n o t  h av e  b een  lo s t 

b efo re  d ea th  th ro u g h  m o rtal s in . N o w  n o  ac ts  o f  ch arity  w e  p erfo rm  g iv e  u s  th e  rig h t  to  b e  p rese rv ed  fro m  

m o rtal s in ; it is m ercy  th a t p rese rves  u s  fro m  it. H ere  is o n e  o f  th e  m ain  fo u n d a tio n s o f  h u m ility .

A g ain st th is  d o c trin e , n o w  co m m o n ly  accep ted  b y  th eo lo g ian s, a  so m ew h at sp ec io u s  o b jec tio n  h as  b een  

ra ised . It h as  b een  sa id  th a t o n e  w  h o  m erits  w h at is g rea te r  can  m erit w h at is  le ss . H en ce , s in ce  th e  ju s t can  

m erit e te rn a l life d e  co n d ig n o  an d  s in ce  th is is so m eth in g  m o re  th an  fin a l p ersev eran ce , it fo llo w s  th a t  th ey  

can  m erit fin a l p ersev eran ce  a lso .

T o  tliis S t. T h o m as  rep lie s (ib id . , ad  2 u m  e t 3 u m ) : O n e  w h o  can  d o  w h at is g rea te r  can  d o  w h at is le ss , 

o th e r  tilin g s  b e in g  eq u a l, n o t  o th e rw ise . N o w  h ere  th e re  is a  d ifferen ce  b e tw een  e te rn a l life an d  fin a l 

p ersev eran ce : e te rn a l life is n o t th e  p rin c ip le o f  th e  m erito rio u s  ac t. fa r  fro m  it; e te rn a l life is th e  te rm  o f  

th a t ac t. F in al p ersev eran ce , o n  th e  o th e r  h an d ?  is s im p ly  th e  co n tin u an ce  in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race , an d  th is , as  

w e  h av e  a lread y seen , is th e  p rin c ip le o f  m erit.

B u t. it is in sisted , o n e  w h o  can  m erit th e  en d  can  m erit a lso  th e  m ean s  to  th a t en d ; b u t fin a l p ersev eran ce  is  

a  m ean s n ecessa ry  to  o b ta in  e te rn a l life an d , th e re fo re , lik e  e te rn a l life , can  b e  m erited .

T h eo lo g ian s in  g en eral rep ly b y  d en y in g  th at th e  m ajo r p rem ise  is o f  u n iv e rsa l ap p lica tio n . M erit, in d eed , is  

a  m ean s  o f  o b ta in in g  e te rn a l life , an d  y e t it is n o t itse lf m erited : it is en o u g h  th a t it can  b e  h ad  in  o th e r  

w ay s. S im ilarly , th e  g race  o f  fin a l p ersev eran ce  can  b e  o b ta in ed  o th e rw ise  th an  b y  m erit; it m ay  b e  h ad  

th ro u g h  p ray er, w h ich  is n o t d irected  to  G o d 's  ju s tice , as  m erit is , b u t to  H is m ercy .

B u t. it is fu rthe r  in s is ted , if  fin a l p ersev eran ce  can n o t  b e  m erited , n e ith e r can  e te rn a l life , w h ich  is o n ly  th e  

co n seq u en ce  o f  tliis . F ro m  w h at h as  a lread y  b een  sa id , w e  m u st  an sw er  th a t an y o n e  in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race  

m ay  m erit e te rn a l life o n ly o n  co n d itio n  th a t th e  m erits  h e  h as  g a in ed  h av e  n o t b een  lo st o r  h av e  b een  

m erc ifu lly  re s to red  th ro u g h  th e  g race  o f  co n v ers io n . H en ce  th e  C o u n c il o f  T ren t s ta te s (S ess . V I, cap . 1 6  

an d  can . 3 2 ), th a t th e  ju s t m an  can  m erit e te rn al life , s i in  g ra tia  d ecesserit, if  h e  d ies in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race .

W e  a re  th u s  b ro u g h t  b ack  to  th a t say in g  o f  S t. A u g u stin e an d  o f  S t. T h o m as  a fte r  h im : w h ere  th e  g ift o f  

fin a l p ersev eran ce  is g ran ted , it is th ro u g h  m ercy ; if  it is n o t g ran ted , it is in  ju s t ch astisem en t  fo r  s in , an d  

u su a lly fo r  rep ea ted  s in , w h ich  h as  a lien a ted  th e  so u l fro m  G o d .

F ro m  th is w e  d ed u ce  m an y  co n c lu sio n s, b o th  sp ecu lativ e  [1 7 6 ] an d  p rac tica l. W e  sh a ll d raw  a tten tio n  o n ly  

to  th e  h u m ility  th a t m u st  b e  o u rs  as  w e  lab o r  in  a ll co n fid en ce  to  w o rk  o u t o u r  sa lv a tion .

W h at w e  h av e  b een  say in g  is ca lcu la ted  fro m  o n e  p o in t o f  v iew  to  in sp ire  d read , b u t  w h at w e  h av e  s till to  

say  w ill g iv e  g rea t co n so la tio n .

H o w  th e  g r a c e  o f  a  h a p p y  d e a th  m a y  b e  o b ta in e d  th r o u g h  p r a y e r

W h at a re  th e  co n d itio n s to  w h ich  tliis  p ray er  m u st  co n fo rm ?  If , s tric tly  sp eak in g , th e  g ift o f  fin a l 

p ersev eran ce  cam io t  b e  m erited , s in ce  th e  p rin c ip le o f  m erit  d o es  n o t m erit itse lf , it m ay  n ev erth e less b e  

o b ta in ed  th rou g h  p ray er, w  h ich  is d irected  n o t  to  G o d 's  ju s tice  b u t  to  H is m ercy .



W h at w e  o b ta in  th ro u g h  p ray er  is n o t  a lw ay s m erited : th e  s in n er, fo r  ex am p le , w h o  n o w  is in  th e  s ta te  o f  

sp iritu a l d ea th , is ab le  w ith  th e  a id  o f  ac tu al  g race  to  p ray  fo r  an d  o b ta in  san c tify in g  o r  h ab itu a l g race , 

w h ich  co u ld  n o t  b e  m erited , s in ce  it is th e  p rin c ip le o f  m erit.

It is th e  sam e  w ith  th e  g race  o f  fin a l p ersev eran ce : w e  can n o t m erit it in  th e  s tric t sen se , b u t w e  can  o b ta in  it 

th ro u g h  p ray er  fo r  o u rse lv es , an d  in d eed  fo r  o th e rs  a lso  (c f. S t. T h om as, ib id ., ad  lu m ). W h at  is m o re , w e  

can  an d  in d eed  w e  o u g h t  to  p rep are  o u rse lv es to  rece iv e  th is g race  b y  lead in g  a  b e tte r  life .

W h atev er  th e  Q u ie tists m ay  h av e  sa id , fa ilu re to  ask  fo r  th e  g race  o f  a  h ap p y  d ea th  an d  to  p rep are  o u rse lv es  

to  rece iv e  it a rg u es  a  d isastro u s an d  s tu p id  n eg lig en ce , in cu ria  sa lu tis .

F o r  th is reason  o u r  L o rd  tau g h t u s  to  say  in  th e  O u r  F a th e r: "L ead  u s  n o t in to  tem p tatio n , b u t  d e live r u s 

fro m  ev il" ; an d  th e  C h u rch b ids  u s  say  d a ily : "H o ly M ary , M o th er  o f  G o d , p ray  fo r  u s  s in n ers  n o w  an d  a t 

th e  h o u r  o f  o u r  d ea th . A m en .  "

C an  o u r  p ray er  o b tain  th is g race  o f  a  h ap p y  d ea th  in fa llib ly ? R ely in g o n  o u r  L o rd 's  p ro m ise , "A sk  an d  y o u  

sh a ll rece iv e , " th eo lo gy  teach es  th a t  p ray er  m ad e  u n d er  ce rta in  co n d ition s is in fa llib le in  o b ta in in g  th e  g ifts  

n ecessa ry  fo r  sa lv atio n , in c lu d in g  th e re fo re  th e  fin a l g race . W h at  a re  th e  co n d itio n s req u ired  th a t  p ray er  

sh a ll b e  in fa llib ly e fficac io u s?  "T h ey  a re  fo u r, " S t. T h o m as  te lls  u s (Ila  Ilae , q . 8 3 , a . 1 5  ad  2 u m ) : "W e  

m u stask fo r  o u rse lv es , th e  th in g s  n ecessa ry  fo r  sa lv atio n , w ith  p ie ty , w ith  p ersev eran ce ."

W e  a re , in  fac t, m o re  ce rta in  o f  o b ta in in g  w h at  w e  ask  fo r  o u rse lv es  th an  w h en  w e  p ray  fo r  a  s in n er, w h o  

p erh ap s  is re s is tin g  g race  a t  th e  v ery  m o m en t  w e  a re  p ray in g  fo r  h im . [1 7 7 ] B u t ev en  th o u g h  w e  ask  fo r  the  

g ifts n ecessa ry  fo r  sa lv atio n , an d  fo r  o u rse lv es , p ray er  w ill n o t  b e  in fa llib ly e fficac io u s  u n less it is m ad e  

w ith  p ie ty , h u m ility , an d  co n fid en ce , as  w ell as  w ith  p ersev eran ce . O n ly  th en  w ill it ex p ress  th e  s in ce re , 

p ro fo u nd , u n w av erin g  d esire  o f  o u r  h earts . A n d  h ere  o n ce  ag a in  to g e th e r  w ith  o u r  o w n  fra ilty , ap p ears  th e  

m y stery  o f  g race ; w e  m ay  fa il to  p ersev ere  in  o u r  p ray er  as  w e  m ay  fa il in  o u r  m erito rio u s w o rk s . T h is is  

w h y  w e  say  b efo re  co m m u n io n  a t m ass  : "N ever  p erm it m e. O  L o rd , to  b e  sep arated  fro m  T h ee .  "  N ev er  

p erm it u s  to  y ie ld  to  th e  tem pta tion  n o t  to  p ray ; d e live r u s  fro m  th e  ev il o f  lo s in g  th e  re lish  an d  d esire  fo r  

p ray er; g ran t  u s  th a t  w e  m ay  p ersev ere  in  p ray er  n o tw ith stan d in g  th e  d ry n ess  an d  th e  p ro fo u n d  w earin ess  

w e  so m etim es  ex p erien ce .

O u r  w h o le  life is th u s sh ro u d ed  in  m y ste ry . E v ery  o n e  o f  o u r  sa lu ta ry  ac ts  p resu pp o ses  th e  m y ste iy  o f  

g race ; ev ery  o n e  o f  o u r  s in s is a  m y stery  o f  in iq u ity , p resu p p o sin g  th e  d iv in e p erm iss io n  to  a llo w  ev il to  

ex is t in  v iew  o f  so m e  h ig h er g o o d  p u rp o se , w h ich  w ill  b e  c lea rly seen  o n ly  in  h eav en .  " T h e  ju s t m an  live th  

b y  fa ith " (R o m . 1 : 1 7 ). W e  n eed  h e lp  to  th e  v ery  en d , n o t o n ly  th a t w e  m ay  m erit, b u t  th a t  w e  m ay  p ray  

ev en . H o w  a re  w e  to  o b ta in  th e  n ecessa ry  h e lp  to  p ersev ere  in  p ray er?  B y  b earin g  in  m in d  o u r  L o rd 's  

w o rd s: "If  y o u  ask  th e  F a th e r  an y th in g  in  M y  n am e, H e w ill g iv e it to  y o u . H ith e rto  y o u  h av e  n o t  ask ed  

an y th in g  in  M y  n am e" (Jo h n  1 6 : 2 3 -2 4 ).

W e  m u st p ray  in  th e  n am e  o f  o u r  S av io r. T h a t is  th e  b est w ay  o f  p u rify in g  an d  s tren g th en in g  o u r  in ten tio n , 

an d  w ill d o  m o re  th an  th e  sw o rd  o f  B ren n u s  to  tu rn  th e  b a lance . W e  m u st  ask  H im  b esid es to  m ak e  

p erso n a l in tercessio n  o n  o u r  b eh a lf. T h is in te rcess io n  o f  H is is co n tin u ed  fro m  d ay  to  d ay  in  th e  h o ly  m ass, 

w h ere in , as  th e  C o u n c il o f  T ren t say s, th ro u g h  th e  m in istry  o f  H is p riests  H e  n ev er  ceases  to  o ffe r  H im se lf  

an d  ap p ly  to  u s  th e  m erits o f  H is p assio n .

S ee ing  th a t th e  g race  o f  a  h ap p y  d ea th  can  b e  o b ta in ed  o n ly  th ro u g h  p ray er  an d  n o t m erited , w e  sh o u ld  tu rn  

to  th a t m o st ex ce llen t an d  e fficac io u s  o f  a ll p ray ers , th e  p ray er  o f  o u r  L o rd , p rin cip a l P riest in  th e  sac rifice  

o f  th e  m ass. It w as  fo r  th is  reason  P o p e  B en ed ic t X V , in  a  le tte r to  th e  d irec to r  o f  th e  A rch co n fra te rn ity  o f  

O u r  L ad y  F o r  a  H ap p y  D eath , ea rn estly  reco m m en d ed  th e  fa ith fu l to  h av e  m asses  o ffe red  d u rin g  life  fo r  th e  

g race  o f  a  h ap p y  d ea th . T h is is in d eed  th e  g rea tes t o f  a ll g races , th e  g race  o f  th e  e lec t; an d  if  a t th a t la s t 

m o m en t w e  u n ite  o u rse lv es  b y  an  in ten se  ac t  o f  lo v e  w ith  C h rist's sac rifice  p erp e tu a ted  o n  th e  a lta r, w e  m ay  

ev en  o b ta in  rem iss io n  o f  th e  tem p o ra l p u n ish m en t  d u e  to  o u r  s in s an d  th u s  b e  sav ed  fro m  p u rg a to ry .



T h ere fo re , to  o b tain  th is g race  o f  fin a l p ersev eran ce , w e  sh o u ld  freq u en tly  u n ite  o u rse lv es w ith  th e  

E u ch aris tic  co n sec ra tio n , th e  essen ce  o f  the  sac rifice  o f  th e  m ass, p o n d erin g  o n  th e  fo u r  en d s  o f  sac rifice : 

ad o ra tio n , su p p lica tio n , rep a ratio n , an d  th an k sg iv in g . L et u s  b ear  in  m ind  th a t in  th is  co n tinu o u s  o b la tio n  o f  

H im se lf, o u r  L o rd  is o ffe ring , as  w ell th e  w h o le  o f  H is m y stical  b o d y , esp ec ia lly  th o se  w h o  su ffer  

sp iritu a lly an d  th e reb y  sh a re  a  little in  H is o w n  su ffe rin g s . T h is is a  p a th  th a t w ill ca rry  u s  fa r  if  o n ly  w e  

fo llo w  it p ersev ering ly . [1 7 8 ]

T h is  p rac tice  o f  u n itin g  o u rse lv es  w ith  th e  sac rifice  o f  th e  m ass, w ith  th e  m asses  th a t a ll d ay  lo n g  a re  b e in g  

ce leb ra ted  w h erev er  th e  su n  is risin g  u p o n  th e  ea rth , is th e  b est p rep ara tio n  fo r  a  h ap p y  d ea th , th e  b est 

p rep aration  fo r  th a t h o u r  w h en  fo r  th e  la s t tim e in  o u r  liv es w e  sh a ll u n ite o u rse lv es  w ith  th e  m asses th en  

b e in g  ce leb ra ted  fa r  an d  n ear. U n ited  th en  w ith  th e  sac rifice  o f  C h ris t p erp e tu a ted  in  su b stan ce  u p o n  th e  

a lta r, o u r  d ea th  w ill itse lf  b e  a  sac rifice  o f  ad o ra tio n  b o th  o f  G o d 's  su p rem e  d o m in io n , w h o  is m aste r  o f  life  

an d  d ea th , an d  o f  th e  m ajesty  o f  H im  w h o  " lead e th  d o w n  to  h e ll an d  b rin g eth  u p  ag a in " (T o b . 1 3 :2 ). It  w ill 

b e  a  sac rifice  o f  su p p lica tio n  to  o b tain  th e  fin a l g race  b o th  fo r  o u rse lv es an d  fo r  th o se  w h o  a re  to  d ie  in  th a t 

sam e  h o u r. It  w ill a lso  b e  a  sac rifice  o f  rep a ratio n  fo r  th e  s in s  o f  o u r  life , an d  a  sac rifice  o f  th an k sg iv in g  fo r  

a ll th e  fav o rs  w e  h av e  rece iv ed  s in ce  o u r  b ap tism .

T h e  sac rifice  w e  th u s  o ffe r  w ith  a  b u rn in g  lo v e fo r  G o d  m ay  w ell o p en  to  u s  fo rth w ith  th e  g a tes  o f  h eav en , 

as  it d id  fo r  th e  g o o d  th ief  d y in g  th e re  b y  th e  s id e  o f  o u r  L o rd  as  H e b ro u g h t  to  its  c lo se  th e  ce leb ra tio n  o f  

H is b lo o d y  m ass, th e  sac rifice  o f  th e  c ro ss.

B efo re  th is la st h o u r  o f  o u r  life  co m es, w e  sh o u ld  cu ltiv a te  th e  p rac tice  o f  p ray in g  fo r  th e  d y in g . A t th e  

d o o r  o f  so m e  ch ap e ls  m ay  b e  seen  th e  little in sc rip tio n : P ray  fo r  th o se  w h o  a re  to  d ie  w h ile  h o ly  m ass is  

b e in g  o ffe red . A  ce rta in  F ren ch  w rite r  w as  o n e  d ay  m u ch  s tru ck  b y  th is in sc rip tio n  an d  th e rea fte r  ev ery  d ay  

p ray ed  fo r  th e  d y in g  w h ile  h e  w as  a tten d in g  m ass. L ate r  o n  h e  w as  o v ertak en  b y  a  se rio u s  illn ess , w h ich  

la sted  fo r  y ears ; u n ab le  an y  lo n g er  to  g o  to  m ass, h e  o ffe red  u p  Iris su ffe rin g s  each  m o rn in g  fo r  th o se  w h o  

w ere  to  d ie  in  th e  co u rse  o f  th e  d ay . H e  th u s  h ad  th e  jo y  o f  o b ta in in g  a  n u m b er  o f  u n ex p ec ted  co n v ersio n s  

in  ex trem is . [1 7 9 ]

L et u s  a lso  p ray  fo r  th e  p riests  w h o  assist  th e  d y in g . It is a  su b lim e  m in istry to  assis t a  so u l  in  its ag o n y , in  

th a t la s t s tru gg le . P ray  th a t  th e  p riest m ay  a rriv e  in  tim e  an d , if  th e  s ick  m an  is a lread y  su n k  in  p ro fo u n d  

to rp o r, th a t h e  m ay  o b ta in  fro m  h eav en  th e  n ecessa ry  m o m en t o f  co n sc io u sn ess . P ray  th a t  th e  p riest  m ay  b e  

ab le to  p ro m p t  th e  s ick  m an  to  m ak e  th e  g rea t sac rifices  G o d  d em an d s  o f  h im  an d  th a t b y  h is p riestly  

p ray er, o ffe red  in  th e  n am e  o f  C h ris t, in  th e  n am e  o f  M ary  an d  o f  a ll th e  sa in ts , h e  m ay  o b tain  fo r  h im  th e  

fin a l g race , th e  g race  o f  g races .

A s th e  p ries t is g iv in g  th is assis tan ce  to  th e  d y in g , h e  so m etim es  h as  th e  im m en se  co n so la tio n  o f  lo o k in g  

o n . as  it w ere , an d  w atch in g  o u r  L o rd  sav e  th e  so u l as  it su ffe rs  in  th a t  la s t m o m en t. H ith e rto  p erh ap s  h e  h as  

p ray ed  fo r  a  cu re , b u t  n o w  th a t h e  sees  th e  so u l  w ell p rep ared  fo r  d ea th  h e  en d s  b y  rec itin g  co n fid en tly  an d  

w ith  g rea t  p eace  th a t b eau tifu l p ray er  o f  th e  C h u rch :

K y rie e le iso n , C h riste  e le iso n , K y rie e le iso n .... P ro ficiscere , an im a  C h ristian a , d e  h o c m u n d o , in n o m in e D ei 

P a tris  o m n ip o ten tis , q u i  te  c reav it, in  n o m in e  Jesu  C h ris ti  F ilii D ei  v iv i, q u i  p ro  te  p assu s  est, in  n o m in e  

S p iritu s S an c ti q u i in  te  e ffu su s  est ("G o  fo rth  fro m  th is  w o rld , O  C h ristian  so u l, in  th e  n am e  o f  G o d  th e  

F a th e r  A lm ig h ty , w h o  c rea ted  th ee ; in  th e  n am e  o f  Jesu s  C h ris t, S o n  o f  th e  liv in g G o d , w h o  su ffe red  fo r  

th ee ; in  th e  n am e  o f  th e  H o ly G h o st, w h o  w as  p o u red  o u t  u p o n  th ee ; in  th e  n am e  o f  th e  h o ly  an d  g lo riou s  

V irg in  M ary , M o th er  o f  G o d ; in  th e  n am e  o f  B lessed  Jo sep h , p red estin ed  sp o u se  o f  th e  V irg in ; in  th e  n am e  

o f  th e  an g e ls an d  a rch ang e ls. .. ; in  th e  n am e  o f  th e  p a tria rch s an d  p ro p h e ts ; in  th e  n am e  o f  th e  A p o stle s an d  

th e  E v ang e lists ; in  th e  n am e  o f  th e  h o ly  m arty  rs  an d  co n fesso rs; an d  o f  a ll  th e  sa in ts  o f  G o d . M ay  th y  p lac  e  

b e  th is d ay  in  p eace  an d  th y  ab o d e  in  h o ly S io n , th ro u g h  O u r  L o rd  Jesu s  C h rist.

I h e  m y s te r y  o f  s a lv a t io n



A n d  so  fo r  u s  a  h o ly  d ea th  th ro w s lig h t  o n  th e  m y ste ry  o f  p red estin a tio n , th a t te rrib le an d  y e t g rac io u s  

m y ste ry  w h ich  co n cern s  th e  ch o ice  o f  th e  e lec t.

W e  n o w  h av e  a  b e tte r  g rasp  o f  th o se  tw o  g rea t p rin c ip les  fo rm u la ted  b y  S t. A u g u stin e an d  S t. T h o m as  

w h ich  w e  q u o ted  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  ch ap ter.

O n  th e  o n e  h an d , "s ince  G o d 's  lo v e  is th e  cau se  o f  tilin g s , n o  o n e  th in g  w o u ld  b e  b e tte r  th an  an o the r, if  G o d  

d id  n o tw ill a  g rea te r  g o o d  fo r  o n e  th an  fo r  th e  o th e r."  [1 8 0 ] N o  o n e  th in g  w o u ld  b e  b e tte r  th an  an o th e r  b y  

reaso n  o f  so m e  sa lu tary  ac t. w h eth er  it b e  th e  first o r  th e  la s t, easy  o r  d ifficu lt, in  its in cep tio n  o r  

co n tin u an ce , w ere  h e  n o t m o re  b e lo v ed  o f  G o d . T liis  is w h at  o u r  L o rd  re fe rs  to  w h en  H e  say s  o f  th e  e lec t, 

th a t "n o  m an  can  sn a tch  th em  o u t  o f  th e  h an d  o f  M y  F a th e r"  (Jo h n  1 0 : 2 9 ). H e  w as  sp eak in g  h ere  o f  th e  

e fficacy  o f  g race , w h ich  a lso  led  S t. P au l to  ask . "W h o  d is tin g u ish eth  th ee?  O r  w h at h ast  th o u  th a t th o u  h ast 

n o t  rece iv ed?" (I C o r. 4 :7 .) C o u ld  w e  fin d  an y w h ere  a  m o re  p ro fo u n d  le sson  in  h u m ility ?

O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , G o d  n ev er co m m an d s  th e  im p o ssib le , b u t lo v e  co n stra in s  H im  to  m ak e  th e  fu lfilm en t o f  

H is p recep ts  rea lty  p o ssib le  fo r  a ll, an d  esp ec ia lly  fo r  th e  d y in g : fin a l g race  is d en ied  th em  o n ly  w h en  th ey  

re jec t it b y  re s is tin g  th e  fin a l ap p ea l.

A n d  th e re fo re , say  S t. A u g u stine  an d  S t. T ho m as, w h en  th e  g race  o f  fin a l  p ersev eran ce  is g ran ted , as  it  w as  

to  th e  g o o d  th ie f, it is th ro u g h  m ercy ; if  it is n o t g ran ted , it is as  a  ju s t ch astisem en t fo r  s in  an d  u su a lly  fo r  

rep ea ted  s in ; it is a  ju s t ch astisem en t, to o . fo r  th e  fin a l ac t  o f  re s istan ce , as it w as  w ith  th e  im p en iten t th ie f, 

w h o  w as  lo s t ev en  as h e  h u n g  d y in g  b y  th e  s id e  o f  liis R ed eem er.

In  th e  w o rd s  o f  S t. P ro sp er  q u o ted  b y  a  co u n cil  o f  th e  n in th  cen tu ry , "If  so m e  a re  sav ed , it is th e  g ift o f  H im  

w h o  sav es; if  so m e  p erish , it is th e  fau lt o f  th em  th a t p erish ." [1 8 1 ]

A b so lu te ly ce rta in  as  a re  th ese  tw o  g rea t p rin c ip les w h en  co n sid e red  ap art— th e  e fficacy  o f  g race  an d  th e  

p o ssib ility  fo r  a ll to  b e  sav ed— h o w  a re  th ey  in fin ite ly reco n c iled  o n e  w ith  th e  o th er?  H ere  is S t. P au l's  

an sw er: "O  th e  d ep th  o f  th e  rich es o f  th e  w isd om  an d  o f  th e  k n o w led g e  o f  G o d ! H o w  in co m p reh en sib le  a re  

H is ju d g m en ts , an d  h o w  u n sea rch ab le  H is w ay s!"(R o m . 1 1 :3 3 .) N o  c rea ted  in te llec t can  p erc  ew e  tliis  

in tim a te reco n c ilia tio n  b efo re  rece iv in g  th e  b ea tific  v is io n . T o  p erce iv e  th a t is to  p erce iv e  a lso  h o w  in fin ite  

ju s tice , in fin ite m ercy  an d  a  so v ere ig n  lib e rty  a re  u n ited  an d  id en tified w  ith o u t an y  rea l d is tin c tio n  in  th e  

D eity , th e  in tim ate life o f  G o d . in  p rec ise ly  w h at is u n u tte rab le  in  H im . in  th a t p erfec tio n  w h ich  is  

ex c lu siv e ly H is o w n  an d  n a tu rally  in co m m u n icab le  to  c rea tu res— in  th e  D eity  as  it tran scen d s  b e ing , u n ity , 

tru th , g o o d n ess , in te llig en ce , an d  lo v e . F o r  in  a ll th ese  ab so lu te  p erfec tio n s  c rea tu res  can  p artic ip ate  

n a tu ra lly , w h ereas  p artic ip a tio n  in  th e  D eity  is p o ssib le  o n ly  th ro u g h  san c tify in g  g race , w h ich  is a  

p artic ip atio n  in  th e  d iv in e n a tu re  n o t s im p ly  as in te llec tu a l life , b u t as  a  life s tric tly  d iv in e an d  th e  p rin c ip le  

o f  th a t im m ed iate v is io n  an d  o f  th a t lo v e  w h ich  G o d  h as  fo r  H im se lf. [1 8 2 ]

T h a t w e  m ay  p erce iv e  h o w  th e  tw o  p rin c ip les o f  w h ich  w e  a re  sp eak in g  a re  in tim a te ly reco n c iled  w ith  each  

o th e r, w e  m u st  h av e  im m ed iate  v isio n  o f  th e  d iv in e essen ce .

T h e  m o re  ce rta in  w e  a re  o f  th e  tru th  o f  th ese  tw o  p rin c ip les , th e  m o re  s trik in g  b y  co n tras t is  th e  o b scu rity , 

th e  lig h t-tran scen d ing  o b scu rity , en v e lo p in g  th e  h e ig h ts o f  G o d 's  in tim ate  life in  w h ich  th ey ’ a re  u n ited . 

T h ey  a re  lik e th e  tw o  ex trem itie s o f  a  d azz lin g a re  d isap p earin g  ab o v e  in to  w h at  th e  m y stics  ca ll th e  g rea t 

d ark n ess , w h ich  is n o n e  o th e r  th an  th a t lig h t in accessib le  in  w h ich  G o d  d w ells (I T im . 6 : 1 6 ).

T h is, th o u g h  v ery  im p erfec tly  ex p ressed , is to  o u r  m in d  th e  su b jec t o f  A u g u stin e 's sp ecu la tio n , o r  ra th er  le t 

u s  say  o f  liis co n tem p latio n , an d  it is th e  co nstan t so u rce  o f  in sp ira tio n  to  S t. T h o m as  in  th ese  d ifficu lt 

q u estio n s. T h e  d iv in e o b scu rity  h ere  m en tio n ed  is fa r  b ey o n d  th e  reach  o f  sp ecu la tiv e  th eo log y ; it is th e  

p ro p er  o b jec t o f  fa ith  (fid es est d e  n o n  v isis), o f  fa ith  illu m in ed b y  th e  g ifts o f  u n d ers tan d in g  an d  w isd o m  

(fid es d o n is illu s tra ta ).



F ro m  th is  h ig h er s tan d p o in t, th e  co n tem p la tio n  o f  th is  te rrib le  y e t g rac io u s m y stery  b rin g s p eace . 

P en e tra ted  th ro u g h  an d  th ro u g h  w ith  th is d o c trin e , B o ssu e t w rites  as  fo llo w s  to  o n e  to rm en ted  w ith  a ll so rts  

o f  id eas ab o u t  p red estin a tion :

W h en  su ch  th o u g h ts  co m e  in to  th e  m ind , w h en  a ll o u r  e ffo rts  to  d issip a te  th em  h av e  p ro v ed  v a in , w e  

sh o u ld  en d  b y  ab an d o n in g  o u rse lv es  to  G o d , w ith  th e  assu ran ce  th a t o u r  sa lv a tio n  is in fin ite ly m o re  secu re  

in  G o d 's  h an d s  th an  in  o u r  o w n . O n ly  th u s sh a ll w e  fin d  p eace . A ll teach in g  ab o u t p red estin a tio n  sh o u ld  

en d  in  th is ; th is sh o u ld  b e  th e  e ffec t  p ro d u ced  in  u s  b y  o u r  so v ere ig n  M aste r 's secre t, a  sec re t  w e  sh o u ld  

ad o re  w ith o u t  p re ten d in g  to  so u n d  its d ep ths . W e  m u st lo se  o u rse lv es in  th e  h e ig h ts an d  im p en e trab le  

d ep th s  o f  G o d 's  w isd o m , m u st  cast o u rse lv es in to  th e  a rm s  o f  H is im m en se  lo v in g  k in d n ess , lo o k in g  to  H im  

fo r  ev ery th in g , y e t  w ith o u t  u n b u rden in g  o u rse lv es o f  th a t ca re  fo r  o u r  sa lv a tio n  w h ich  H e  d em an d s  o f  u s.... 

T h e  re su lt  o f  th is  to rm en tin g  m u st  b e  th e  ab an d on m ent  o f  y o u rse lf  to  G o d , w h o  b y  reaso n  o f  H is lo v ing  

k in d n ess  an d  th e  p ro m ises  H e  h as  m ad e  w ill th en  b e  b o u n d  to  w atch  o v er  y o u . T h is , w h ile  th e  p resen t life  

la sts, m u st  b e  th e  fin a l so lu tio n  to  a ll th o se  q u estio n s ab o u t  p red estin a tio n  w h ich  b eset  y o u ; h en cefo rth  y o u  

m u st  fin d  y o u r  rep o se  n o t  in  y o u rse lf  b u t so le ly  in  G o d  an d  H is fa th e rly  lo v in g  k in d n ess ."  [1 8 3 ]

B o ssu e t, speak in g  in  th e  sam e  s tra in  in  o n e  o f  th e  fin est  ch ap ters  o f  Iris M ed ita tio n s su r  l 'E v an g ile (P a rt  II , 

7 2 d d ay ), say s:

T h e  p ro u d  m an  fea rs  th a t  u n less  h e  re ta in s h is sa lva tio n  in  h is o w n  h an d s, it is ren d ered  to o  in secu re ; b u t  in  

th is h e  d ece iv es  h im se lf. C an  I  fin d  an y  secu rity  in  m y se lf?  O  m y  G o d , I  fee l m y  w ill escap in g  m e  a t ev ery  

m o m en t, an d  ev en  w ert T h o u  w illin g  to  m ak e  m e  th e  so le  m aste r  o f  m y  fa te , I sh o u ld  re fu se  a  p o w er  so  

d an g ero u s  to  m y  w eakn ess . L et it n o t b e  sa id  th a t  th is d o c trin e  o f  g race  an d  p red ilectio n  w ill b rin g  p io u s  

so u ls  to  d esp a ir. H o w  can  an y o n e  im ag in e h e  w ill g iv e  m e  g rea te r  assu ran ce  b y  th ro w in g  m e  b ack  u p o n  

m y se lf, b y  d e liv erin g m e  u p  to  m y  o w n  in co n stan cy ?  N o , m y  G o d , I  w ill h av e  n o n e  o f  it. I  can  fin d  n o  

secu rity  ex cep t in  ab an d o n in g  m y se lf  to  T h ee. A n d  th is secu rity  is  th e  g rea te r  w h en  I  re flec t  th a t  th o se  in  

w h o m  T h o u  d o st in sp ire  th is  co n fid en ce , th is  co m p lete  se lf-ab an d o n m en t  to  T h ee , rece iv e  in  th is g en tle  

p ro m p tin g  th e  h ig h est m ark  o f  T h y  lo v in g  k in dn ess  th a t can  b e  h ad  h ere  o n  ea rth .

A s w e  h av e  sh o w n  e lsew h ere , [1 8 4 ] th is  to  u s  seem s  to  b e  th e  tru e  m in d  o f  S t. A u g u stine  a t  its lo ftie s t, 

w h en  fin a lly h e  so a rs  ab o v e  a ll reaso n in g , an d  co m es  to  re s t  in  th e  d iv in e o b scu rity  w h ere  th e  tw o  aspec ts  

o f  th e  m y ste ry , to  a ll ap p earan ces  d iam etrically  o p p o sed , m u st  a t  la st  b e  reco n c iled . A s fo rm u la ted  in  th e  

tw o  p rin c ip les— G o d  n ev er co m m an d s  th e  im p ossib le ; n o  o n e  w o u ld  b e  b e tte r  th an  an o the r, w ere  h e  n o t 

m o re  b e lo v ed  o f  G o d — th ese  tw o  asp ec ts  o f  th e  m y stery  a re  as  tw o  s ta rs  o f  th e  firs t m ag n itu d e  sh in in g  

b rig h tly  in  th e  d ark  n ig h t o f  th e  sp irit, y e t w h o lly  in ad eq u a te  to  rev ea l to  u s  th e  u tte rm o st  d ep th s  o f  th e  

firm am en t, th e  sec re t o f  th e  D eity .

U n til w e  a re  g iv en  th e  b ea tific  v is io n , g race  b y  a  secre t  in s tin c t  a llay s a ll o u r  fea rs  as  to  th e  in tim a te  

reco n c ilia tio n  o f  in fin ite  ju s tice  an d  in fin ite m ercy  in  th e  D eity , an d  th is it d o es  b ecau se  it is itse lf a  

p artic ip atio n  in  th e  D eity , th e  lig h t o f  life fa r  su rp ass in g  th e  n a tu ra l  lig h t o f  e ith e r th e  an g e lic o r  th e  h u m an  

in te llec t.

D o u b tless  th e  w h o le  o f  o u r  in te rio r life , ev ery  o n e  o f  o u r  ac tio n s, a re  sh ro u d ed  in  m y ste ry ; fo r  ev ery  

sa lu ta ry  ac t  p resu pp o ses  th e  m y ste ry  o f  g race  fro m  w h ich  it  p ro ceed s , an d  a ll  s in  is a  m y stery  o f  in iqu ity , 

p resu p p osin g  th e  d iv in e p erm iss io n  th a t ev il sh a ll ex is t in  v iew  o f  so m e  h ig h er  g o o d  p u rp o se  w h ich  w ill 

o ften  escap e  u s  an d  w ill b e  c learly  seen  o n ly  in  h eav en . B u t in  th is o b scu rity  ch arac teristic  o f  fa ith  an d  a lso  

o f  co n tem p la tio n  h ere  o n  ea rth , w e  a re  reassu red  w h en  w e  rem em b er  th a t G o d 's  w ill  is to  sav e , th a t C h ris t 

h as  d ied  fo r  u s, th a t  H is sac rifice  is p erp e tu a ted  in  su b stan ce  o n  th e  a lta r, an d  th a t o u r  sa lva tio n  is m o re  

secu re  in  H is h an d s  th an  it w o u ld  b e  in  o u rs , s in ce  w e  a re  m o re  ce rta in  o f  th e  rec titu d e  o f  th e  d iv in e  

in ten tio n s th an  o f  o u r  o w n . ev en  th e  b est  o f  th em .

L et u s  ab an d o n  o u rse lv es in  a ll co n fid en ce  an d  lo v e  to  H is in fin ite m ercy : th e re  can  b e  n o  b e tte r  w ay  o f  

en su rin g  H is co n d escen d in g  m ercy  to w ard  u s  a t  th is m o m en t an d  ab o v e  a ll a t  th e  h o u r  o f  o u r  d ea th .



L et u s  freq u en tly  ca ll to  m ind  th o se  b eau tifu l w o rd s  o f  th e  p sa lm , recu rrin g  each  w eek  in  T h u rsd ay 's  o ffice  

o f  T ie rce : "C ast th y  ca re  u p o n  th e  L o rd , an d  H e  sh a ll su sta in  th ee : H e sh a ll n o t su ffer  th e  ju s t to  w av er  

fo rev er"  (P s . 5 4 :2 3 ).

L et u s  ca ll to  m ind  th e  b eau tifu l can tic le  o f  T o b ias : "T h o u  a rt g rea t, O L o rd , fo rev er, an d  T h y  k in g d o m  is  

u n to  a ll ag es. F o r  T h o u  sco u rg est, an d  T h o u  sav est: T h o u  lead est d o w n  to  h e ll, an d b rin g est u p  ag a in . H e  

h a th  ch astised  u s  fo r  o u r  in iq u ities : an d  H e  w ill sav e  u s  fo r  H is o w n  m ercy "  (T o b . 1 3 :1 ).

In  tliis se lf-ab an d o n m en t w e  sh a ll  fin d  p eace . A s o u r  L o rd  h u n g  d y in g  fo r  u s. H e  ex p erien ced  in  H is h o ly  

so u l th e  k een est su ffe rin g  o u r  s in s h ad  cau sed , y e t lik ew ise  th e  p ro fo u n d est p eace . S o , to o , in  ev ery  

C h ristian  d ea th , as  in  th a t o f  th e  g o o d  th ie f, th e re  is su fferin g , a  h o ly  fea r  an d  trem b lin g  b efo re  th e  in fin ite  

ju s tice  o f  G o d , an d  a  p ro fo u n d  p eace , a  m o st in tim a te u n io n  p rev a ilin g b e tw een  th em . N ev erth e less  it is  

p eace , th e  tran q u illity th a t co m es  o f  tru e  o rder, w h ich  p red o m in a tes , as is ap p aren t  fro m  th ese  w o rd s  o f  o u r  

L o rd  as H e  d ied : 'I t is co n su m m ated .... F a th e r, in to  T h y  h an d s  I  co m m en d  M y  sp irit"  (L u k e  2 3 : 4 6 ).

2 8 .  P r o v id e n c e  A n d  C h a r ity  T o w a r d  O u r  N e ig h b o r

In  th e  p reced in g  ch ap te r  w e  saw  h o w  o n e  o f  th e  g rea tes t m ean s  in  th e  w o rk in g s  o f  p ro v id en ce  is ch arity  

to w ard  o u r  n e ig h b o r, b y  w h ich  a ll m en  sh o u ld  b e  u n ited  fo r  th e ir m u tu a l a id  in  th e ir p ro g ress  to w ard  th e  

co m m o n  g o af e te rn a l life .

T h is su b jec t is a lw ay s o f  th e  g rea tes t in te rest an d  w e  sh o u ld  o ften  rev e rt to  it, esp ec ia lly in  th is ag e  w h en  

ch arity  to w ard  o th e rs  is su m m arily  re jec ted  b y  in d iv id u a lism  in  a ll its fo rm s  an d  co m p le te ly  d is to rted  b y  

th e  h u m an ita rian ism  o f  th e  co m m u n ist  an d  in te rn atio n a lis t.

In d iv id u a lism  a im s a t n o th in g  h ig h er  th an  th e  sea rch  fo r  w h at is u se fu l  an d  p leasu rab le to  th e  in d iv id u a l o r  

a t m o st  to  th e  re stric ted  g ro u p  to  w h ich  th e  in d iv id u a l b e lo n g s . H en ce  th e  b itte r s trife  a risin g  so m etim es  

am o n g  m em b ers o f  th e  sam e  fam ily , b u t espec ia lly b e tw een  c lasses  an d  races  o r  n a tio n s . H en ce  a rise  

jea lo u sy  an d  en v y , d isco rd  an d  h a tred , an d  th e  m o st  p ro fo u n d  d isru p tio n s . It im p lies a  co m p lete  d isreg ard  

fo r  th e  co m m o n  g o o d  in  its d iffe ren t d eg rees  an d  an  a lm o st ex c lu siv e  asse rtio n  o f  in d iv id u a l o r  p articu la r 

rig h ts.

In  o p p o sitio n  to  th is , co m m u n ist  an d  in te rn a tio n a list h u m an ita rian ism  lay s so  m u ch  s tre ss o n  th e  rig h ts o f  

h u m an ity  as  a  w h o le , w h ich  in  so m e  d eg ree  is id en tified w ith  G o d  in  a  p an th e is tic sen se , th a t  th e  rig h ts o f  

in d iv id u a ls, fam ilie s , an d  n a tio n s d isap p ear a lto g e th e r. O n  th e  p re tex t o f  p ro m o tin g  u n ity , h arm o n y , an d  

p eace , th e  w ay  is  p rep ared  fo r  ap p a llin g co n fusio n  an d  d iso rd e r, lik e  th a t w h ich  h as  p rev a iled  in  R u ssia  

s in ce  th e  rev o lu tio n . T o  d esire  th a t a ll th e  p arts  in  an  o rg an ism  sh a ll h av e  th e  p erfec tio n  o f  th e  h ead , o r  to  

d o  aw ay  w ith  th e  h ead  b ecause  it is m o re  p erfect  th an  th e  m em bers , is  to  d estro y  th e  o rg an ism  a lto g eth e r.

O b v io u sly  th e  tru th  lie s w ith in  th ese  tw o  ex trem e  e rro rs, y e t  tran scen d s  th em . E q u a lly  rem o te  fro m  b o th  

in d iv id u a lism  an d  co m m u n ism , it a ffirm s  th e  rig h ts in h e ren t in  th e  in d iv id u a l, in  fam ilie s , an d  in  n a tio n s , 

an d  a t  th e  sam e  tim e th e  c la im s o f  th e  co m m o n  g o o d , w h ich  is ab o v e  ev ery  p articu la r  g o o d . T h u s  a  rig h t 

estim a tio n  o f  th in g s w ill sa feg u ard  th e  w elfa re  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l th ro u gh  tw o  k in d s  o f  ju s tice : co m m u ta tiv e , 

reg u la tin g  th e  m u tu a l d ea lin g s b e tw een  o n e  p riv a te  p arty  an d  an o the r, an d  d is trib u tiv e , w h ich  sees  to  a  fan 

d istrib u tio n  o f  g en era l u tilitie s an d  b u rd ens . A lso  it w ill sa feg u ard  th e  co m m o n  g o o d  th ro u g h  leg a l  ju s tice  

p ro v id in g  fo r  th e  en ac tm en t o f  ju s t law s  an d  th e ir o b se rv an ce , an d  ag a in  th ro u g h  eq u ity , w h ich  lo o k s  to  th e  

sp irit o f  th e  law  in  th o se  ex cep tio n a l cases  w h ere  th e  le tte r  o f  th e  law  can n o t  b e  ap p lied .

A d m irab ly d iffe ren tia ted  b y  A risto tle  an d  w ell d ev e lop ed  b y  S t. T h o m as  in  h is trea tise  D e  ju s titia  (Ila  Ilae , 

q . 5 8 , 6 1 , 1 2 0 ), th ese  fo u r  k in d s  o f  ju s tice  (co m m u ta tiv e , d is trib u tiv e , an d  leg a l o r  so c ia l  ju s tice , an d  

eq u ity ) su ffice  in  a  w ay  to  p rese rv e  th e  ju s t m ean  b e tw een  th e  o p p o sin g  e rro rs  o f  in d iv id u a lism  an d  



co m m u n is t h u m an ita rian ism . S t. T h o m as' teach in g  o n  th is q u estio n  is  to o  little k n o w n  an d  m ig h t  w ell b e  

m ad e  th e  su b jec t  o f  a  se rie s o f  in te restin g  an d  u se fu l s tud ies.

H o w  ev er  p erfec t  th is  fo u rfo ld  ju s tice  m ay  b eco m e, ev en  w h en  en lig h ten ed  b y  C h ristian  fa itlr , it can  n ev er  

a tta in  th e  p erfec tio n  th a t d is tin g u ish es ch arity  to w ard  G o d  an d  o u r  n e ig h b o r, th e  fo rm al o b jec t o f  w h ich  is  

in co m p arab ly  o n  a  h ig h er  p lan e .

L et u s  recall  w h at  th e  p rim ary  o b jec t o f  ch arity  is an d  w h at  is its seco n d ary  o b jec t. W e  sh a ll th en  see  h o w  

w e  a re  to  p rac tice  ch arity  to w ard  o u r  n e ig h b o r  an d  w h at  p art  it p lay s in  th e  fu lfilm en t o f  th e  p lan  o f  

P ro v id en ce .

I h e  p r im a r y  o b je c t a n d  fo r m a l  m o t iv e  o f  c h a r ity

T h e  p rim ary  o b jec t o f  ch arity  is so m eth in g  fa r  ab o v e  th e  d is  tin e  th e  g o o d  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l fa r  ab o v e  th e  

g o o d  o f  th e fam ily , o f  co u n try . ev en  o f  h u m an ity . It is G o d , to  b e  lo v ed  ab o v e  a ll th in g s, ev en  m o re  th an  

o u rse lv es , s in ce  H is g o o d n ess is in fin ite ly g rea te r  th an  o u r  o w n . T h a t is  th e  firs t co m m an d m en t: "T h o u  

sh a lt lo v e  th e  L o rd  th y  G o d  w ith  th y  w h o le  h eart an d  w ith  th y  w h o le so u l an d  w ith  a ll th y  s tren g th  an d  w ith  

a ll th y  m in d " (L u k e 1 0 : 2 7 ).

T o  tliis su p rem e  co m m an dm en t, a ll th e  o th e r  co m m an d m en ts an d  a ll th e  co u n se ls  a re  su b o rd in a te . T h o u g h  

it b e lo n gs to  th e  su p ern a tu ra l  o rd er, n ev erth e less it co rresp on d s  to  a  n a tu ra l  in c lin a tio n , to  th e  p rim o rd ia l 

in c lin a tio n o f  n a tu re  b o th  in  o u rse lv es an d  in  a  ce rta in  sen se  in  ev ery  c rea tu re .

O f  co u rse , in n a te  in  u s  is th e  in s tin c t  fo r  se lf-p rese rv a tio n , th e  in stinc t, to o , fo r  th e  p rese rv a tio n  o f  th e  

sp ec ies , th e  in c lin a tio n  to  d efen d  fam ily  an d  co u n try , to  lo v e  o u r  fe llo w s. B u t d eep er  s till as S t. T h o m as  

h as sh o w n  (la . q . 6 0 . a . 5 ) in  o u r  n a tu re  is th e  in c lin a tion  p ro m p tin g  u s  to  lo v e  m o re  th an  o u rse lv es G o d  th e  

v ery ' au th o r  o f  o u r  n a tu re . W h y  sh o u ld  th is  b e?  B ecau se  w h atev er  b y  its  v ery  n a tu re  b e lo n g s to  an o th e r, as  

th e  p art  b e lo n gs to  th e  w h o le , th e  h an d  to  th e  b o d y , is n a tu ra lly in c lin ed  to  lo v e th a t o th e r  m o re  th an  itse lf:  

th u s  th e  h an d  w ill v o lu n ta rily sac rifice  itse lf  to  p ro tect  th e  b o d y . N o w  ev ery  c rea tu re , an d  in  a ll th a t it is , is  

n ecessa rily  d ep en d en t u p o n  G o d  th e  C rea to r  an d  C o n serv er  o f  o u r  b e in g ; h en ce  ev ery  c rea tu re  is in c lin ed  

n a tu ra lly , each  a fte r  its o w n  fa sh io n , to  lo v e  its C rea to r  m o re  th an  itse lf .

T h u s th e  s to n e  ten d s  to w ard  th e  cen te r  o f  th e  ea rth  fo r  th e  co h esio n , fo r  th e  v ery  w elfa re  o f  th e  u n iv e rse , 

w h ich  is itse lf  a  m an ifes ta tio n  o f  G o d 's  g o o d n ess rad ia tin g  ex te rn a lly . A g ain , to  u se  o u r  L o rd 's  o w n  

illu s tra tio n , w e  k n o w  th a t  th e  h en  w ill g a th e r h er  ch ick en s  u n d er  h er  w in g s  to  d efen d  th em  fro m  th e  h aw k , 

sac rific in g  h er  o w n  life if  n ecessa ry  fo r  th e  w elfa re  o f  th e  sp ec ies , w h ich  in  its  tu rn  co n trib u tes  to  th e  g o o d  

o f  th e  u n ive rse .

In  m en  an d  an g e ls tliis p rim o rd ia l n a tu ra l in c lin a tio n  is illu m in ed b y  th e  lig h t o f  in te llig en ce , an d  th u s  w e  

a re  led  to  lo v e G o d  th e  au th o r  o f  o u r  n a tu re  m o re  th an  o u rse lves , b u t w ith  a  lo v e in  so m e  d eg ree  co n sc io u s.

N o  d o u b t th is n a tu ra l in c lin a tio n h as  b een  en feeb led  b y  o rig in a l s in : b u t in  sp ite  o f  tliis w eak en in g  it 

p ers is ts, im p erish ab le  as is th is sp iritu a l facu lty , o u r  w ill.

T h is n a tu ra l in c lin a tio n is su b lim a ted  b y  the  su p ern a tu ra l  o r  in fu sed  v irtue  o f  ch arity  , o f  an  o rd er  in fin ite ly  

tran scen d in g  n a tu re , w h eth er  o f  m en  o r  o f  an g e ls . Illu m in ed  b y  in fu sed  fa ith , ch arity in clines  u s  to  lo v e  

G o d  m o re  th an  se lf, m o re  th an  a ll e lse , b u t  n o w  as  th e  au th o r  o f  g race  an d  n o t s im p ly o f  o u r  n a tu re . T h is is  

G o d  w h o  "h a th  firs t lo v ed  u s"  (I  Jo h n  4 : 1 0 ) b y  b esto w in g  o n  u s  o v er  an d  ab o v e  ex is ten ce , life , an d  

in te llig en ce , th e  su p rem e  g ift o f  san c tify ing  g race , th e  g erm  o f  e te rn a l  life , a  g erm  th a t o n e  d ay  is to  flo w er  

in to  th e  im m ed iate v is io n  o f  th e  d iv in e essen ce  an d  a  m o st h o ly , su p ern a tu ra l  lo v e  w h ich  n o th in g  

th en cefo rth  sh a ll  b e  ab le to  d estro y er  d im in ish .



S u ch  is th e  p rim ary  o b jec t o f  ch arity : G o d  w h o  h as  firs t lo v ed  u s  an d  h as  co m m u n ica ted  to  u s  a  sh a re  in  H is  

o w n  in tim a te life . F o r  th is reaso n  ch arity  is a  frien dsh ip  b e tw een  G o d  an d  u s.

T h e  fo rm al m o tiv e  w h y  w e  m u st  lo v e  G o d , is H is o w n  in fin ite g o o d n ess , a  g o o d n ess  in fin ite ly g rea te r  th an  

o u rs , in fin ite ly g rea te r  th an  an y  g ift H e can  co n fe r  u p o n  u s.

If  w e  d o  n o t co n stan tly  d w ell u p o n  th is , th e  p rim ary o b jec t o f  ch arity  an d  its fo rm al m o tiv e , w e  sh a ll n o t in  

th e  least u n d ers tan d  th e  so rt o f  lo v e  th a t m u st  b e  g iven  to  its seco n d ary  o b jec t.

T h ere  a re  n o t  tw o  v irtu es  o f  ch arity , o n e  re la ting  to  G o d , th e  o th e r  to  o u r  n e igh b o r. It is o n e  an d  th e  sam e  

th eo lo g ical  v irtue  fro m  w h ich  th ese  tw o  ac ts  o f  lo v e  p ro ceed , o n e  b e in g  essen tia lly su b o rd in a ted  to  th e  

o th er.

C h arity  can  d esire  n o th in g  ex cep t in  re la tio n  to  G o d  an d  fo r  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d , as  th e  p o w er  o f  v is io n  can n o t 

b e  ex erc ised  ex cep t  th ro u g h  co lo r  an d  in  re la tio n  to  co lo r, as  th e  p o w er  o f  h earin g  can  h ear  n o th in g  ex cep t 

so u n d  an d  w h at  em its  so u n d . F o r  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  w e  a re  b o u n d  to  lo v e  ev ery th in g  th a t  is in  an y  w ay  re la ted  

to  H im .

T h e  s e c o n d a r y  o b je c t  o f  c h a r ity

E x p ressed  fo r  u s  in  th e  seco n d  co m m an d m en t: "T h o u  sh a ft  lo v e  th y  n e ig hb o r  as  th y se lf  fo r  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d , 

" it in c lu d es firs t o f  a ll o u rse lves , in  th e  sen se  th a t  w e  m u st  lo v e  se lf  w ith  a  h o ly  lo v e , d esirin g  sa lv a tio n  

th a t  w e  m ay  g iv e g lo ry  to  G o d  e te rn a lly  . It in c lu d es in  th e  secon d  p lace  o u r  n e igh b o r, to  b e  lo v ed  as  w e  

lo v e  o u rse lves , fo r  G o d 's  sak e ; w h ich  m ean s  th a t w e  m u st  d esire  fo r  o u r  n e ig h b o r  a ll th e  g ifts n ecessa ry ' fo r  

sa lv a tio n  an d  sa lva tio n  itse lf , so  th a t w ith  u s  a lso  h e  m ay  g iv e g lo ry  to  G o d  e te rn a lly . T h is lo v e  o f  o u r  

n e ig h b o r th e  S av io r p u ts  b efo re  u s  as  th e  n ecessa ry  co n seq u en ce , th e  rad ia tio n  an d  th e  s ig n  o f  o u r  lo v e  fo r  

G o d : "B y r th is  sh a ll a ll m en  k n o w  th a t y  o n  a re  M y  d isc ip les, if  y o u  h av e  lo v e fo r  o n e  an o th er"  (Jo h n  1 3 : 

3 5 ). A n d  S t. Jo h n  h im se lf  te lls u s: "If  an y  m an  say : I lo v e  G o d , an d  h a te th  h is b ro th e r, h e  is a  lia r" (I Jo h n  

4 : 2 0 ).

E v id en tly  th is ch arity  to w ard  o u r  n e ig h b o r  is in fin ite ly rem o v ed  fro m  th a t n a tu ra l in c lin a tion  w h ich  

p ro m p ts  u s  to  d o  g o o d  in  o rd er  to  p lease , to  lo v e  o u r  b en efac to rs , to  h a te  th o se  w h o  d o  u s  an y h arm , an d  to  

rem ain  in d iffe ren t to  th e  re s t o f  m en . N atu ra l  lo v e m ak es  u s  lo v e  o u r  n e ig h b o r  fo r  lu s n a tu ra lly g o o d  

q u a litie s an d  th e  b en efits w e  rece ive  fro m  h im . T h e  m o tiv e  th a t in sp ires ch arity is so m eth in g  q u ite  

d iffe ren t, th e  p ro o f  b e in g  th a t w e  m u st " lo v e o u r  en em ies , d o  g o o d  to  th em  th a t h a te  u s. an d  p ray  fo r  th em  

th a t  p ersecu te  an d  ca lu m n ia te  u s" (M att. 5 : 4 4 ; L u k e  6 : 2 7 . 3 5 ).

C h arity , to o , su rp asses  ju s tice , n o t o n ly ' co m m u ta tive  an d  d is trib u tiv e  ju s tice , b u t a lso  th a t leg a l ju s tice  an d  

eq u ity  w h ich  co m m an d  re sp ec t  fo r  th e  rig h ts  o f  o th e rs  o u t o f  lo v e  fo r  th e  co m m o n  g o o d  o f  so c ie ty .

C h arity  co n stra in s u s  to  lo v e  o u r  n e igh b o r, ev en  o u r  en em ies , fo r  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  an d  w ith  th e  sam e  

su pern a tu ra l, th eo lo g ica l v irtu e  o f  lo v e  w e  h av e  fo r  H im . B u t h o w  is it p o ssib le  fo r  u s  to  h av e  fo r  m en  a  

lo v e  th a t is d iv in e , w h en  fo r  th e  m o st p art th ey a re  so  im p erfec t an d  in  so m e  cases s in n ers?

T h eo lo g y rep lie s w ith  a  v ery  s im p le illu s tra tio n  w h ich  S t. T h o m as  ex p la in s  in  th is w ay : O n e  w h o  h as  an  

in ten se lo v e  fo r  a  frien d  w ill lo v e w ith  th e  sam e  lo v e h is  frien d 's  ch ild ren ; h e  w ill lo v e th em  b ecau se  h e  

lo v es th e ir fa th er  an d  w ill w ish  th em  w ell fo r  liis sak e. A g ain , fo r  th e  sak e  o f  h is  frien d  h e  w ill w h en  

n ecessa ry ', co m e  to  th e  assis tan ce  o f  th ese  an d . if  h e  is o ffen d ed , w ill fo rg iv e  th em . If . th en , a ll m en  a re  th e  

ch ild ren  o f  G o d , a re  a t least ca lled  to  b e  so , w e  m u st  lo v e  th em  a ft ev en  o u r  en em ies , in  th e  m easu re  th a t 

w e  lo v e  th e ir co m m o n  F a th e r. [1 8 5 ]

B u t th a t  w e  m ay  lo v e  o u r  n e ig h b o r w ith  th is su p ern a tu ra l lo v e , w e  m u st  lo o k  o n  h im  w ith  th e  ey es  o f  fa ith  

an d  say  to  o u rse lv es: H ere  is o n e  v ery  d iffe ren t fro m  m e  p erh ap s  in  tem p eram en t an d  ch arac te r, w h o  y e t is  



"b o rn  n o t  o f  b lo o d , n o r  o f  th e  w ill o f  th e  fle sh , n o r  o f  th e  w ill o f  m an , " b u t lik e m y self  is "b o rn  o f  G o d " 

(Jo h n  1 : 1 3), a t least is ca lled  to  b e  so  an d  to  p artic ip a te  in  th e  sam e  d iv in e life , in  th e  sam e  b ea titu d e . T h is  

is h o w  m em b ers o f  th e  sam e  fam ily  sh o u ld  reg a rd  o n e  an o the r, th o se  to o  w h o  a re  u n ited  in  th e  sam e  so c ie ty  

an d  a re  c itizens o f  th e  sam e  co u n try . T h is  tru th  ap p lie s esp ec ia lly  to  a ll th o se  w h o  a re  o f  th e  C h u rch  

u n ive rsa l  w h ich , w h ile  re sp ec tin g  th e  leg itim a te an d  in ev itab le d iffe ren ces  b e tw een  o n e  co u n try  an d  

an o the r, u n ite s  th em  a ll in  o rd er  to  b rin g  th e ir ch ild ren  in to  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d .

A n d  so  w e  can  an d  in d eed  sh o u ld  say  o f  ev eryo ne  w ith  w h o m  w e  liv e , ev en  o f  th o se  w ith  w h o m  w e  a re  n o t 

n a tu ra lly  in  sy m p a th y : H ere is a  so u l w h ich , ev en  if  it is n o t in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race , h as  u n d o u b ted ly  b een  

ca lled  to  b e  G o d 's  ch ild , o r  to  b eco m e  H is ch ild  o n ce  ag a in , to  b e  th e  tem p le  o f  th e  H o ly G h o st an d  a  

m em b er  o f  C h rist's  m y stica l  b o d y . P erh ap s  it is n eare r  to  th e  h eart  o f  o u r  L o rd  th an  I  am , a  liv in g s to n e  

u p o n  w h ich  H e  is w o rk in g , m o re  e lab o ra te ly , it m ay  b e , th an  u p o n  o th e rs , in  o rd er  to  fit it in to  its p lace  in  

th e  h eav en ly Je ru sa lem .

T liis  b e in g  so . h o w  is it p o ssib le  fo r  m e  n o t  to  lo v e  th a t so u l if  in  v ery  tru th  I  lo v e m y  G o d ?  A n d  if  in  fac t  I  

d o  n o t lo v e  tliis p erso n , if  in  fac t I  h av e  n o  d esire  fo r  h is  w elfa re  an d  h is sa lv atio n , th en  m y  lo v e  fo r  G o d  is  

a  lie . O n  the  o th e r  h an d , if , in  sp ite  o f  d iffe ren ces  in  tem p eram en t, ch arac te r, an d  u p b rin g in g , I  rea lly d o  

lo v e  h im , th is  is a  s ig n  th a t I rea lly  lo v e  G o d . I can  tru ly  g iv e  to  th a t p erso n  th e  sam e  essen tia lly  

su p ern a tu ra l  an d  th eo lo g ica l lo v e  I h av e  fo r  th e  th ree  d iv in e P erso n s, b ecau se  m y  lo v e  fo r  h im  is d irected  to  

th a t  p artic ip atio n  in  th e  in tim ate life o f  G o d  w h ich  h e  e ith e r p o ssesses  a lread y  o r  is a t  leas t ca lled  to  

rece iv e . A n d  m y  lo v e  is d irected  to  th e  rea liza tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e p lan  th a t  p res id es  o v er  h is d estin y . an d  to  

th e  g lo ry  h e  h as  b een  ca lled  to  ren d er  to  G o d .

B u t th e  u n b e liev e r ra ises  an  o b jec tio n . Is  tliis  rea lly  to  lo v e  m en , h e  ask s?  Is  it n o t s im p ly  to  lo v e  G o d  an d  

C h ris t in  m an , as  a  d iam o n d  is ad m ired  in  its se ttin g ?  M an  w an ts  to  b e  lo ved  fo r  h is o w n  sak e ; in  th a t case  

h e  can n o t  ask  fo r  a  lo v e  th a t is d iv in e . It w as  b y  w ay  o f  reac tio n  ag a in st th is eg o istic ten d en cy  th a t P asca l 

u tte red  w h at w as  in ten tio n a lly a  p arad o x : "I h av e  n o  d esire  to  b e  lo v ed  b y  an y o n e ."

In  rea lity it is n o t o n ly  to  G o d -in -m an  th a t th e  lo v e  o f  ch arity  is d irec ted , b u t  to  m an -in -G o d : m an  is lo v ed  

in  h im se lf  b u t fo r  G o d 's  sak e . A fte r  a ll ch arity  lo v es w h at m an is  d estin ed  to  b e , an  im p erish ab le m em b er  

o f  C h rist's m y stica l  b o d y , an d  it d o es  ev ery  tilin g  p o ssib le  to  b rin g  h eav en  w ith in  h is reach . It lo v es  b esid es  

w h at m an  is a lread y  b y  g race , an d  if  g race  is ab sen t it w ill lo v e h is  v ery  n a tu re , n o t  p rec ise ly as  fa llen  

n a tu re , w o u n d ed  an d  h o stile  to  g race , b u t as  cap ab le  o f  rece iv in g  it.

It is in d eed  to  m an  h im self  th a t ch arity is d irec ted , b u t  fo r  G o d 's sak e, fo r  th e  sak e  o f  th e  g lo ry h e  is ca lled  

to  ren d er  to  G o d . a  g lo ry  w In ch  is n o th in g  le ss  th an  th e  m an ifes ta tio n , th e  rad ia tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e g o o d n ess.

C h arity ' to w ard  o u r  n e ig h b o r, o r  fra te rn a l ch arity . is in  essen ce  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  ex ten d ed  so  as  to  em b race  

a ll w h o m  G o d  H im se lf lo v es .

F ro m  tliis co n sid e ra tio n  w e  d erive  th e  ch arac te ris tic s  o f  fra te rn a l  ch arity . It m u st b e  u n iv e rsa l, k n o w in g  n o  

lim its w h atev er. N o n e  m ay  b e  ex c lu d ed , w h eth er  o n  ea rth , in  p u rg a to ry . o r  in  h eav en . It s to p s  o n ly  a t  h e ll. 

O n ly  th e  d am ned  w e  can n o t lo v e , fo r  n o  lon ger  is it p o ssib le  fo r  th em  to  b eco m e  G o d 's  ch ild ren , n o r  h av e  

th ey  th e  s lig h tes t w ish  to  b e  ra ised  u p  ag a in ; p rid e  an d  h a te  sm o th er  th e  v ery th o u gh t  o f  ask in g  fo r  p ard on .  

B u t ap art fro m  th o se  w h o se  d am n atio n  is ce rta in— an d  w h o  can  b e  ce rta in  th a t a  so u l  is lo s t?— a ll h av e  a  

c la im  o n  o ur  ch arity ', w h ich  k n o w s  n o  lim its b u t th o se  im p o sed  b y  th a t lo v e  w h ich  is sea ted  in  th e  v ery  

h eart o f  G o d .

H ere  is so m eth in g  in co m p arab ly  su b lim e , an d  th e  m o re  p ro fo u n d  th e  g u lf  th a t, h u m an ly  sp eak in g , sep ara tes  

so u ls , th e  m o re  su b lim e  d o es  ch arity  ap p ear. O n ce  d u rin g  th e  W o rld  W ar a  little F ren ch  so ld ie r  as  h e  lay  

d y in g  w as  u n ab le  to  fin ish  th e  H ail M ary  h e  w as  rec itin g  an d  it w as  fin ish ed  fo r  h im  b y  a  y o u n g  G erm an  

w h o  w as  h im se lf  d y in g  th e re  b y  h is s id e . O u r  L o rd  an d  th e  B lessed  V irg in b ro u g h t  th ese  tw o  b re th ren  

to g e th e r  a t th e  v ery  m o m en t w h en  th e  ru p tu re  b e tw een  th e ir  tw o  co u n trie s  w as  co m p le te . S u ch  a re  th e  

m ig h ty v ic to rie s  w o n  b y  ch arity .



F o r  ch arity  to  b e  u n iv e rsa l, it n eed  n o t n ecessa rily  b e  g iv en  ev ery w h ere  in  th e  sam e  d eg ree . It re sp ec ts an d  

su b lim a tes th e  o rd er  d ic ta ted  b y  n a tu re  itse lf . W e  m u st  lo v e  G o d  in  th e  firs t p lace  m o re  th an  a ll e lse , ev en  

m o re  th an  o u rse lv es , an d  w ith  a  lo v e  fo u n d ed  a t leas t o n  a  rig h t estim a tio n  o f  v a lu es (ap p re tia tiv e ). T h o u g h  

w e  m ay  n o t  a lw ay s ex p erien ce  fo r  G o d  th e  sen sib le  y earn in g  o f  o u r  h earts , n ev erth e less o u r  lo v e  fo r  H im  

sh o u ld  ev er  b e  in c reas in g  in  in ten sity . N ex t a fte r  G o d  w e  sh o u ld  lo v e  o u r  o w n  so u ls , d estin ed  to  g iv e g lo ry  

to  H im  e te rn a lly , th en  o u r  n e igh b o r, an d  la stly o u r  b o d ies , fo r  th ese  m u st  b e  sac rificed  w h ere  th e  sa lv a tio n  

o f  a  so u l  is a t s tak e, esp ec ia lly  w h en  it is o u rb o u n d en  d u ty  to  w atch  o v er  its w elfa re . A m o n g  o u r  fe llo w s  

g rea te r  lo v e  sh o u ld  b e  g iv en  to  th o se  w h o  a re  h o lie r an d  n eare r  to  G o d , to  th o se , to o , w h o  a re  n eare r  to  u s 

b y  b lo o d , b y  m arriag e , b y  v o ca tio n , o r  b y  frien d sh ip . T h e  n eare r a  so u l is to  G o d , th e  m o re  it d ese rv es  o u r  

esteem ; th e  c lo se r  th e  tie s th a t  b in d  it to  u s, th e  m o re  sen sib le  is o u r  lo v e  fo r  it. an d  th e  m o re  w h o le -h ea rted  

sh o u ld  b e  th e  d ev o tio n  w e  sh ow  in  a ll th a t  co n cern s  fam ily , co u n try , v o ca tio n , an d  frien dsh ip . [1 8 6 ] T h u s, 

in s tead  o f  d estro y in g  p a trio tism , ch arity  ex a lts it, as  w e  see  in  th e  case  o f  S t. Jo an  o f  A re  o r  S t. L o u is .

T h is, th en , is  th e  o rd er  to  b e  o b se rved  in  ch arity . G o d  d esires  to  re ig n  in  o u r  h earts , b u t  H e  ex c lu d es n o  

a ffec tio n  th a t can  b e  su b o rd in a ted  to  w h at is d u e  to  H im se lf. O n  th e  co n tra ry '. H e  ex a lts an d  q u ick en s it, 

in sp irin g  it w ith  a  g rea te r  d ig n ity  an d  g en ero sity . T h is is th e  w ay  w e  m u st lo v e  ev en  th e  en em ies o f  th e  

C h u rch  an d  p ray  fo r  th em . B u t, o n  p re tex t o f  sh o w in g  a  ce rta in  p ity , to  h av e  fo r  th e  C h u rch 's  en em ies  a  

g rea te r  lo v e  th an  fo r  ce rta in  o f  h er  ch ild ren  w h o  a re  lab o rin g  s id e  b y  s id e  w ith  u s. an d  o f  w h o m  p erh ap s  w e  

a re  a  little  jea lo u s , is co m p le te ly ' to  rev e rse  th e  o rd er  d ic ta ted  b y  ch arity .

L astly , fra te rn a l  ch arity , lik e th e  lo v e w e  h av e  fo r  G o d . m u st b e  e ffec tiv e , n o t s im p ly  a ffectiv e , m u st b e  

b en eficen t as  w ell as  b en ev o len t."  L o v e  o n e  an o th e r  as I h av e  lo v ed  y o u "  (Jo h n  1 3 : 3 4 ), o u r  L o rd  te lls u s, 

an d  H e  h as lo v ed  u s  ev en  to  th e  d ea th  o f  the  c ro ss . H im  th e  sa in ts  h av e  im ita ted , an d  th e ir  liv es a re  o n e  

co n tinu o u s  ac t  o f  rad ian t ch arity , b ring in g  g rea t p eace  an d  a  h o ly  jo y . S u ch  is fra te rn a l ch arity , an  ex ten sio n  

o f  th a t ch arity  w e  m u st  g iv e  to  G o d .

T h e  p r a c t ic e  o f  f r a te r n a l  c h a r ity  a n d  th e  w a tc h fu ln e s s  o f  P r o v id e n c e

In  th e  D ia lo g u e , S t. C ath erine  o f  S ien a  o ften  n o tes  th e  w id e  d iv e rs ity  o f  q u a litie s w h ich  P ro v id en ce  h as  

b esto w ed  o n  o n e  an d  an o th e r. T h u s  w e  h av e  o p p o rtu n itie s to  p ro m o te  o n e  an o th e r 's  w  e lfare  an d  p erfec tio n , 

an d  w e  h av e  ab u n d an t o ccasio n s to  p rac tice  fra te rn a l  ch arity .

N o r  h av e  w e  fa r  to  seek  fo r  o p p o rtu n ities  o f  fa iling in  th is re sp ec t. E v en  w h ere  a  d eep ly C h ristian  sp irit 

p rev a ils w e  h av e  to  ack n o w led g e  th a t, s id e  b y  s id e  w ith  ad m irab le  v irtu es, th e re  is n o tab le m o ra l w eak n ess . 

E v en  if  w e  co u ld  rid  o u rse lv es o f  a ll o u r  sh ortcom ing s , th e  p o ssib ility  o f  d isco rd  an d  irrita tio n  w o u ld  

p ers ist o w in g  to  d iffe ren ces o f  tem p eram en t an d  ch arac te r, d iffe ren ces  a lso  in  in te llec tu a l b en t, in c lin in g  

so m e  to  sp ecu la tio n  an d  o th e rs  to  m o re  p rac tica l  tilin g s , fo r  so m e  o p en in g  w id e  v iew s, w h ile  in sp irin g  in  

o th e rs  an  a tten tio n  to  d e ta il ra th e r  th an  to  g en era l e ffec t. A g ain , th e re  a rise  fu rth er  o ccasio n s o f  fric tio n  

th ro u g h  th e  in flu en ce  o f  h im  w h o  lo v es to  c rea te  d iv isio n s in  o rd er  to  sp o il G o d 's  w o rk , to  fru stra te  

esp ec ia lly  th o se  th in g s  th a t a re  m o st  su b lim e , m o st d iv in e , an d  m o st  b eau tifu l. O n ly  in  h eav en  w ill a ll 

o ccasio n  o f  fric tio n  d isap p ear, fo r  th e re , illu m in ed b y  a  d iv in e lig h t, each  o n e  o f  th e  b lessed  sees  in  th e  

W o rd  w h at h is d esires  an d  w ish es  m u st b e .

S u rro u n d ed  as  w e  a re  w ith  a ll so rts  o f  d ifficu ltie s , h o w  a re  w e  to  p rac tice  fra te rn a l  ch arity ?  In  tw o  w ay s. In  

th e  firs t p lace  b y  b en ev o len ce , v iew in g  o u r  n e ig hb o r  in  th e  lig h t o f  fa ith , so  as  to  d isco v er  in  h im  th e  life o f  

g race , o r  a t an y  ra te  a  ce rta in  asp ira tion  to  th a t life . A n d  seco nd ly , b y  b en eficen ce , b y  g iv in g  o u r  se rv ice , b y  

b earin g  w ith  th e  fa ilin g s o f  o th e rs , ev en  re tu rn in g  g o o d  fo r  ev il, b y  av o id in g  jea lo u sy , an d  b y  freq u en tly  

ask in g  G o d  to  e ffec t th e  u n ion  o f  m in d s an d  h earts.

F irs t  o f  a ll b en ev o len ce . W e  m u st  b e  c lear-s ig h ted  an d  k een  to  d isco ver  in  o u r  n e ig h b o r, so m etim es  b en ea th  

a  co arse  ex te rio r  d ifficu lt  to  p en e tra te , th e  p resen ce  o f  a  d iv in e life , o r  a t leas t ce rta in  la ten t asp ira tio n s to  

th a t life , th e  fru it o f  p rev en ien t ac tu al  g races  w h ich  ev ery  m an  rece ives  a t so m e  tim e  o r  o th e r. B u t, to  lo o k  

th u s  in to  th e  so u l o f  o u r  n e ig h b o r, w e  m u st  b e  d e tach ed  fro m  se lf.



V ery  o ften  w h at  p ro v o k es  an d  irrita te s  u s  in  h im  is n o t so m e  se rio u s  fau lt in  th e  s ig h t o f  G o d . b u t s im p ly a  

d efec t in  tem p eram en t, a  tw ist  o f  ch arac te r, w h ich  is q u ite  co m p atib le  w ith  v ery ' rea l v irtu e . W e  w o u ld  b e  

read y  en o u g h  p erh ap s  to  to le ra te  a  s in n er  u tte rly  estran g ed  fro m  G o d , b u t  o f  a  lo v ab le n a tu re , w h ereas  a  

so u l th a t is fa irly  ad v an ced  w e  w ill so m etim es  fin d  try in g . W e  m u st  b e  ca re fu l th en , to  reg a rd  th o se  w ith  

w h o m  w e  liv e  in  th e  lig h t o f  fa ith , so  as  to  d e tec t in  th em  ju s t w h at  m ak es  th em  p leas in g  to  G o d , an d  lo v e  

th em  as  H e d o es .

T h e  g rea t  o b stac le  to  th is  b en ev o len ce  is ra sh  ju d gm en t. T h is is so m eth in g  m o re  th an  a  s im p le  im p ress io n ; 

it co n sis ts  in  a ffirm in g  th e  p resen ce  o f  ev il o n  n o th in g  m o re  th an  s lig h t ev id en ce . P eo p le  m ak e  th in g s  o u t  to  

b e  tw ice  as  b ad  as  th ey  a re , u su a lly th ro u g h  p rid e . If  th e  m atte r  is g rav e  an d  th e re  is fu ll d e lib e ra tio n  an d  

co n sen t, a  ju d g m en t o f  th is so rt is a  se rio u s  fa ilu re in ju s tice  an d  ch arity ; a  fa ilu re in  ju s tice , b ecau se  o u r  

n e ig h b o r h as  a  rig h t to  h is g o o d  rep u ta tio n , a  rig h t w h ich , a fte r  th a t o f  d o in g  Iris d u ty , is o n e  o f  th e  m o st  

sac red  h e  h as , fa r  m o re  so  th an  th e  rig h t  to  h is p ro p erty . T h ere  a re  m an y  w h o  w o u ld  n o t th in k  o f  s tea lin g  

fiv e  d o lla rs, y e t  th ey  w ill ro b  th e ir n e ig h b o r  o f  h is g o o d  rep u ta tio n  b y  ra sh  ju d g m en ts w ith o u t an y  so lid  

fo u n d a tio n  in  fac t. M o re  o ften  th an  n o t, th e  ju d g m en t is fa lse . H o w  a re  w e  to  estim a te  tru th fu lly  th e  in terio r  

in ten tio n s o f  o n e  w h o se  d o u b ts , d ifficu ltie s , tem p ta tio n s , g o o d  d esires , an d  rep en tan ce  a re  u n k n o w n  to  u s?  

A n d  ev en  if  th e  ra sh  ju d g m en t is tru e , it  fa lls sh o rt o f  ju s tice , s in ce  in  th u s  p assin g  sen ten ce  w e  a rro g a te  to  

o u rse lv es a  ju risd ic tio n  th a t d o es  n o t  b e lo n g  to  u s. G o d  a lo n e  can  ju d g e o f  th e  in ten tio n s o f  th e  h eart so  

lo n g  as  th ey  a re  n o t  m ad e  su ffic ien tly  c lea r ex tern a lly .

R ash  ju d g m en t is a lso  w an tin g  in  ch arity , b ecau se  it p ro ceed s  fro m  ill w ill th o u g h  o ften  fram ed  u n d er  a  

m ask  o f  k in d lin ess , a  few  fa in t  p ra ises  lead in g  u p  to  th a t ch arac te ris tic "b u t..."  In s tead  o f  lo o k in g  o n  o u r  

n e ig h b o r  as  a  b ro th e r, w e  reg a rd  h im  as  an  ad v ersary , a  riv a l to  b e  su p p lan ted . F o r  th is reason  o u r  L o rd  te lls  

u s: "Ju d g e  n o t  th a t y o u  m ay  n o t b e  ju d g ed . F o r  w ith  w h at  ju d g m en t  y o u  ju d g e , y o u  sh a ll  b e  ju d g ed : an d  

w ith  w h at  m easu re  y o u  m ete , it sh a ll  b e  m easu red  to  y o u  ag a in . A n d  w h y  sees t  th o u  th e  m o te  th a t is in  th y  

b ro th e r 's  ey e ; an d  sees t  n o t  th e  b eam  th a t is in  th y  o w n  ey e?" (M att. 7 :1 .)

B u t su p p o sin g  th e  s in  is p a ten t. D o es G o d  m ean  u s  to  d e lu d e o u rse lv es?  H e  d o es  n o t; b u t H e  d o es  fo rb id  

th a t m u rm u rin g  w h ich  sp rin g s  fro m  p rid e . In  so m e  cases , in  fac t, H e  im po ses  o n  u s  in  th e  n am e  o f  ch arity  

th e  o b lig a tio n  o f  fra te rn a l co rrec tio n  to  b e  ca rried  o u t  w ith  k in d lin ess , h u m ility , g en tlen ess , an d  d isc re tio n .  

W h ere  th is p riv a te  co rrectio n  is im p o ssib le  o r  h as  b een  u n su ccessfu l it m ay  b e  n ecessa ry  h u m b ly  to  re fe r  

th e  m atte r  to  th e  su p erio r  w h o se  d u ty  it is to  w atch  o v er  th e  w elfa re  o f  th e  co m m u n ity . In  an y  case , as S t. 

C ath erine  o f  S iena say s, w h ere  th e  s in  is ev iden t th e  p erfec t  w ay  co n sis ts  n o t in  m u rm urin g , b u t in  sh o w in g  

co m p assio n  b efo re  G o d , lay in g  th e  b lam e to  so m e  ex ten t a t leas t u p o n  o u rse lv es , a fte r  th e  ex am p le  o f  o u r  

L o rd  w h o  to o k  u p o n  H im se lf th e  s in s o f  u s  a ll an d  w h o  h as  b id d en  u s " lo ve o n e  an o th e r  as  I  h av e  lo v ed  

y o u "  (Jo h n  1 3 : 3 4 ). T h is  is o n e  o f  th e  su b lim est fea tu res  o f  th e  p ro v id en tia l p lan .

T h ere fo re , to  ch eck  ra sh  ju d g m en t, w e  m u st  acq u ire  th e  h ab it o f  lo o k in g  u p o n  o u r  n e ig hb o r  in  th e  lig h t o f  

fa ith .

B u t w e  m u st  lo v e  h im , to o , w ith  a  lo v e  th a t is rea l e fficac io u s, p rac tica l: o u r  ch arity  m u st  b e  b en eficen t, 

n o t  m ere ly  b en ev o len t. In  w h at  w ay ?  B y g iv ing  o u r  se rv ice  w h ere  n ecessa ry an d  w h en  it is in  o u r  p o w er  to  

d o  so . B y  b earin g  a lso  w ith  o u r  n e ig h b o r's  fa ilin g s , th is  b e in g  o n e  w ay  o f  ren d ering  h im  se rv ice  an d  lead in g  

h im  to  se lf-co rrec tio n . In  th is co n n ec tio n  w e  sh o u ld  rem em b er  th a t  freq uen tly  w h at  m o st  irrita te s  u s  in  o u r  

n e ig h b o r is n o t  a  se rio u s  fau lt in  th e  s ig h t o f  G o d , b u t  a  d efec t  in  tem p eram en t. T h is m ay  b e  a  ce rta in  

n erv o usn ess , fo r  in s tan ce , w h ich  m ak es  h im  s lam  d o o rs, a  ce rta in  n arro w n ess  in  h is  v iew s, a  w ay  o f  

g en era lly d o in g  th e  w ro n g  th ing , a  co n stan t eag ern ess  to  p u sh  h im se lf  fo rw ard , an d  o th e r  lik e  fa ilin g s. L et 

u s  in  a ll ch arity  b ear  w ith  o n e  an o th e r  an d  n o t  b eco m e  irrita ted  a t w h at  a fter  a ll is s im p ly an  ev il p erm itted  

b y  G o d  to  h u m b le  th e  o n e  an d  try  th e  p a tien ce  o f  th e  o th e r. W e  m u st n o t  a llo w  o u rse lv es  to  d ev e lo p  a  b itte r  

zea l an d  if  w e  m u st co m p la in  o f  o th e rs , w e  sh o u ld  n ev er  im ag in e  th a t w e  o u rse lv es  h av e  reach ed  th e  id ea l. 

O u r  p ray er  m u st  n o t  b e  th e  p ray er  o f  th e  P h arisee .

A g ain , w e  m u st b e  ab le  to  reco g n ize  th e  rig h t m o m en t  to  p u t in  a  k in d ly w o rd — an o th e r  m ean s  P ro v id en ce  

h as  p u t in  o u r  w ay o f  h e lp ing  o th e rs. A  re lig io u s w h o  is o v erw h e lm ed  w ith  d ifficu ltie s w ill o ften  tak e  fre sh  



co u rag e  th ro u g h  a  few  s im p le  w o rd s  fro m  a  su p erio r  w ish in g  h im  m an y  co n so la tio n s in  h is m in istry  an d  

ju s t en o u g h  tro u b le  to  en ab le h im  to  u n d erg o  p u rg a to ry  h ere  o n  ea rth .

N eed less to  say . if  w e  a re  to  lo v e  o u r  n e ig h b o r e ffec tiv e ly , w e  m u st b e  ca re fu l  to  av o id  jea lo u sy , an d  

th e re fo re , as  B o ssu e t so m ew h ere  rem ark s, w e  m u st tak e  a  h o ly  d e lig h t in  th e  g o o d  q u a litie s G o d  h as  

b esto w ed  o n  o th e rs  an d  w h ich  w e  o u rse lv es d o  n o t p o ssess . T h u s  th e re  h as  b een  a  d is trib u tio n  o f  lab o r an d  

fu n c tio n s  in  th e  C h u rch , fo r  th e  b eau ty  o f  th e  C h u rch  an d  o f  re lig io u s co m m un itie s. A s S t. P au l say s, th e  

h an d  is n o t  jea lo u s o f  th e  ey e ; th e  lig h t w h ich  th e  ey e  receiv es  is fo r  th e  b en efit o f  th e  h an d  a lso . S o  sh o u ld  

it b e  w ith  u s: fa r  fro m  b e in g  jea lo u s o f  o n e  an o the r, w e  sh o u ld  re jo ice in  th e  g o o d  q u a litie s w e  fin d  in  o u r  

n e igh b o r, fo r  th ey  a re  a lso  o u rs ; w e  an d  o u r  n e ig h b o r  a re  a ll m em b ers  o f  th e  sam e  m y stica l  b o d y , in  w h ich  

ev ery th in g  sh o u ld  co n trib u te  to  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d  an d  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  so u ls.

N o t o n ly  m u st w e  b ear  w ith  o n e  an o th e r  an d  av o id  jea lo u sy , w e  m u st a lso  re tu rn  g o o d  fo r  ev il b y  p ray er, 

b y  g o o d  ex am p le , an d  b y  m u tu a l h e lp . O n e  w ay  o f  en te rin g  in to S t. T eresa 's  g o o d  g races, it is sa id , w as  b y  

cau sin g  h er  to  su ffe r. S h e  th u s  p u t in to  p rac tice  th e  co u n se l  g iv en  b y  o u r  L o rd : "If  a  m an  w ill tak e  aw ay  th y  

co a t, le t g o  th y  c lo ak  a lso  u n to  h im " (M att. 5 : 4 0 ). P ray er  fo r  o u r  n e ig h b o r  a t a  tim e  w h en  w e  a re  su ffe rin g  

b ecau se  o f  h im  is o f  sp ecia l e fficacy . S u ch  w as  th e  p ray er  o f  S t. S tep hen  th e  first m arty r  an d  o f  S t. P e te r  

M arty r  fo r  th e ir ex ecu tio n ers.

A n d  la stly , fo r  th e  p ro p er  p rac tice  o f  fra te rn a l  ch arity  w e  m u st o ften  ask  G o d  th a t m in d s an d  h earts  b e  in  

u n iso n . T h e  first C h ris tian s in  th e  in fan t C h u rch  "h ad  b u t o n e  h eart an d  o n e  so u l"  (A c ts 4 : 3 2 ). M en  sa id  o f  

th em , "S ee  h o w  th ey  lo v e  o n e  an o th er."  O u r  L o rd  h ad  d ec la red : "B y tliis sh a ll a ll m en  k n o w  th a t y o u  a re  

M y  d iscip les"  (Jo h n  1 3 : 3 5 ). an d  b y  th e  lig h t o f  fa ith  ev ery  C h ristian  fam ily , ev ery  C h ristian  co m m u nity  

sh o u ld  reco g n ize  h ere  th a t ch arity  so  ch arac te ris tic  o f  th e  C h ristian s  in  th e  in fan t C h u rch . T h en  w ill b e  

fo rev er  rea lized  th e  p ray er  o f  C h rist: "N o t fo r  th em  o n ly  [th e  A p o stle s] d o  I p ray , b u t fo r  th em  a lso  w h o  

th ro u g h  th e ir w o rd  sh a ll  b e liev e in  M e. T h a t th ey  a ll m ay  b e  o n e , as  T h o u . F a th er, in  M e. an d  I in  T h ee ; 

th a t th ey  a lso  m ay  b e  o n e  in  U s: th a t th e  w o rld  m ay  b e liev e th a t T h o u  h ast sen t M e. A n d  th e  g lo ry  w h ich  

T h o u  h as  g iv en  M e. I h av e  g iv en  to  th em : th a t th ey  m ay  b e  o n e , as W e  a lso  a re  o n e" (Jo h n  1 7 :2 0 -2 2 ).

T h u s, m ig h tily  y e t sw ee tly  ch arity  co n trib u tes  to  th e  w o rk in g  o u t o f  th e  p ro v id en tia l p lan : th u s  h u m an  

b e in g s tru ly  h e lp  o n e  an o th er  as  th ey  jo u rn ey  o n  to  e te rn a l life . H erein  a lso  is a  p ro o f  o f  th e  d iv in e o rig in  o f  

C h ristian ity , fo r  o b v io u sly  ch arity  su ch  as  tliis  cam io t co m e  fro m  a  w o rld  th a t b u ild s u p o n  eg o ism , se lf-  

lo v e . an d  d iv id ed  in te rests ; its o w n  p articu la r  asso c ia tio n s q u ick ly  fa ll asu n der, th o se  liig h -so u n d in g  w o rd s , 

so lid a rity an d  fra te rn ity , b e in g  o ften  n o  m o re  th an a  c lo ak  to  co v er  th e  d eep est  jea lo u sy  an d  h a tred . [1 8 7 ]

T h e  S av io r a lon e  can  d e live r u s, an d  it w as  fo r  tliis  H e  cam e .  " W h o  fo r  u s  m en  an d  fo r  o u r  sa lv a tio n  cam e  

d o w n  fro m  h eav en .... A n d  H e  w as  m ad e  m an"  (N icen e C reed ).

2 9 .  P r o v id e n c e  A n d  T h e  C o m m u n io n  O f  S a in ts

N o w h ere  is  th e  k in d lin ess an d  m ajesty  o f  P ro v id en ce  an d  th e  d iv in e g o v ern an ce  m o re  c learly  seen  th an  in  

th e  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts . W e  h av e  a lread y  sa id  th a t a lth o u g h  P ro v id en ce  d isp o ses  a ll th in g s , ev en  th e  least 

o f  th em , im m ed ia te ly , y e t in  th e  d iv in e g o v ern an ce , in  th e  ex ecu tio n  o f  th e  p ro v id en tia l p lan , its ac tio n  

ex ten d s  to  th e  lo w er  o rd ers  o f  b e in g s  th ro u g h  th e  h ig h er, [1 8 8 ] an d  th u s it is th a t th ro u g h  th e  an g e ls an d  

sa in ts in  h eav en  it ass is ts m en  in  th e ir  jo u rn ey  to  e te rn ity  an d  th e  so u ls  th a t a re  in  p u rg a to ry . T liis is c lea rly  

b ro u g h t o u t in  th e  d o g m a  o f  th e  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts : "I b e liev e in  th e  H o ly G h o st, th e  h o ly  C ath o lic  

C h u rch , th e  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts"  (A p o stle s ' C reed ).

T liis  d o g m a  ex p resses  th e  co m m u n io n  o r  m u tu a l  re la tio n s ex is tin g  b e tw een  th e  v ario u s m em b ers  o f  th e  

C h u rch  m ilitan t, su fferin g , an d  tr iu m p h an t, an d  th e ir p artic ip a tio n  in  th e  m erits  o f  C h rist an d  th e  sa in ts . 

T h ere  is a  rec ip ro ca l  co m m u n ica tio n  o f  th e  m erits  o f  th e  ju s t.



P ro tes tan ts  h av e  a ttack ed  th is  d o g m a  as  b e in g  an  a lien  g ro w th . S o m e  h av e  ev en  m ain ta in ed  th a t, b y  g iv ing  

w o rsh ip  to  th e  sa in ts. C ath o lics  lo o k  u p o n  th em  as  so  m an y  g o d s  an d  th u s  fa ll in to  a  so rt o f  p o ly th e ism . 

O th ers h av e  ch o sen  to  see  in  th is rec ip ro cal  co m m u n ica tio n  o f  th e  m erits  o f  th e  ju s t a  m ere  m ech an ica l  

sy stem  w h ereb y  s in n ers  m ay  b e  ju s tified  w itho u t an y  co -o p era tio n  o n  th e ir  p art.

A  c lea r  s ta tem en t o f  th e  d o g m a  su ffices to  sh o w  w h at a  trav esty  o f  it su ch  an  in te rp re ta tio n  is . It is n o t  an  

a lien  g ro w th , b u t  a  sy n th esis  o f  th e  p rin c ip a l tru th s  o f  fa ith : th e  d o g m as  o n  th e  T rin it} an d  th e  in d w ellin g o f  

th e  th ree  d iv in e P erson s  in  th e  so u ls  o f  th e  ju s t, th e  d o g m as  re la ting  to  C h rist  th e  h ead  o f  th e  C h u rch  

m ilitan t, su ffe rin g , an d  tr iu m p h an t: th e  d o g m as  o n  g race , o n  w  o rk s  o f  m erit an d  sa tisfac tio n , an d  o n  p ray er. 

L et u s  see  in  w h at  th is  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts co n sis ts  acco rd in g  to  th e  S crip tu re , an d  th en  co n side r  in  

p articu la r w h at  a re  th e  re la tio n s so u ls  h av e  w ith  G o d  an d  C h ris t, an d  w ith  o n e  an o th e r.

T h e  c o m m u n io n  o f  s a in t s  a c c o r d in g  to  H o ly  S c r ip tu r e

T h is d o g m atic  tru th  m ay  b e  ex p ressed  as  fo llo w s:  T h ere  is a  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts  w h ereb y  a ll th e  m em b ers  

o f  C  h ris t a re  c lo se ly  u n ited  th ro u g h  H im  an d  in  H im . p artic ip a tin g  in  v ary ing  d eg rees  in  th e  sam e  sp iritu a l 

g ifts.

T h e  G o sp e ls  m ak e  th is p o in t c lea r w h en  they  sp eak  o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d . T h is  k in g d o m  is so m eth in g  

m o re  th an  th e  ex te rn a l v isib le so c ie ty  o f  the  C h u rch  m ilitan t in s titu ted  fo r  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  so u ls ; it is a  

sp iritu a l so c ie ty  em b racin g , b esid es  th e  fa ith fu l o n  ea rth , th e  h o ly  so u ls  o f  th e  d ep arted  an d  th e  sa in ts an d  

an g e ls in  h eav en , a ll u n ited  th ro u g h  C h rist w ith  G o d , liv in g b y  th e  sam e  tru th , th e  sam e  ch arity . C h arity  is  

p resen ted  as  th e  b o n d  o f  p erfec tio n , th a t sp iritu a l b o n d  w h ich  u n ite s o n e  so u l  w ith  an o th e r  b y  u n itin g  th em  

a ll w ith  G o d .

W h at th e  G o sp e l say s  o n  th is p o in t is c lea r. O u r  L o rd , a fte r  d ec la rin g  H is in ten tio n s an d  p rep arin g  th e  w ay , 

a t  len g th  estab lish es  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d . in  w h ich  a ll th e  m em b ers , u n ited  th ro u g h  ch arity , a re  to  fo rm  o n e  

fam ily w ith  G o d  as  th e ir F a th e r. T o  th a t fam ily th e  an g e ls a lso  b e lo n g , fo r  th e  G o sp e l sp eak s o f  th e ir  jo y  a t 

th e  co n v ers io n  o f  s in n ers.

It  w ill b e  en o u g h  to  reca ll C h rist's  w o rd s as reco rd ed  in  S t. M atth ew  an d  as  a  ru le  in S t. M ark  an d  S t. L u k e  

a lso .

F irst, S t. Jo h n  th e  B ap tist ad m o n ish es Iris h eare rs to  "d o  p en an ce , fo r  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  is a t h an d ."  [1 8 9 ]

L ate r  o n , th e  S av io r, b efo re  sen d in g  fo rth  H is A p o stles to  p reach  th e  G o sp e l, te lls th em : "H e th a t rece iv e th  

y o u . rece iv e th M e: an d  h e  th a t rece iv e th  M e  rece iv e th  H im  th a t sen t M e." [1 9 0 ]

A n d  a  little la te r H e say s: "If  I  b y  th e  S p irit o f  G o d  cast  o u t  d ev ils , th en  is th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  co m e  u p o n  

y o u ."  [1 9 1 ]

A ll th e  fa ith fu l a re  b re th ren , s in ce  a ll a re  th e  ch ild ren  o f  G o d  an d  in  th e ir p ray er  a re  to  ad d ress  H im  as "O u r  

F a th e r, w h o  a rt in  h eav en ." [1 9 2 ] A g ain , o u r  L o rd  te lls u s:"P ray  fo r  th em  th a t  p ersecu te  an d  ca lu m n ia te  

y o u : th a t y ou  m ay  b e  th e  ch ild ren  o f  y o u r  F a th e r  w  h o  is in  h eav en , an d  w h o  m ak e th  H is su n  to  rise  u p o n  

th e  g o o d  an d  b ad .  " [1 9 3 ]

T h is d o g m a  is ex p ressed  ev en  m o re  c lea rly  in  o u r  L o rd 's se rm o n  a fte r  th e  la s t su p p er  as  reco rd ed  in  S t. 

Jo h n : "I am  th e  v in e : y o u  th e  b ran ch es . H e  th a t ab id e th  in  M e, an d  I in  h im , th e  sam e  b eareth  m u ch  fru it: 

fo rw ith o u tM e  y o u  can  d o  n o th in g ." [1 9 4] A  little fu rth e r  o n H e  say s: "N o t fo r  th em  o n ly [th e  A p o stle s] d o  

I p ray , b u t  fo r  th em  a lso  w h o  th ro u g h  th e ir  w o rd  sh a ll  b e liev e in  M e. T h a t  th ey  a ll m ay  b e  o n e , as  T h o u , 

F a th e r, in  M e, an d  I in  T h ee ."  [1 9 5] It is w ith  th is  in  m ind  th a t S t. Jo h n  say s  in  Iris F irst  E p istle (1 :3 ) : "T h a t 

w h ich  w e  h av e  seen  an d  h av e  h eard , w e  d ec la re  u n to  y o u : T h a t  y o u  a lso  m ay  h av e  fe llo w sh ip  w ith  u s  an d  



o u r  fe llo w sh ip  m ay  b e  w ith  th e  F a th e r  an d  w ith  H is S o n  Jesu s C h rist.  "  H ere  w e  h av e  th e  tru e  d o c trin e  o f  

th e  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts .

S t. P au l d ec la res  it ag a in  an d  ag a in , an d  ex p la in s it b y  sh o w in g  h o w  th e  risen  an d  ev er-liv in g  C h rist is th e  

h ead  o f  a  m y stica l  b o d y  o f  w h ich  w e  a re  th e  m em bers . [1 9 6 ]

T h e  r e la t io n  o f  th e  m e m b e r s  w ith  C h r is t  th e  M e d ia to r  a n d  w ith  G o d

A s in  o u r  o w n  o rg an ism  th e re  is a  p h y sica l in fluen ce  ex erted  b y  th e  h ead  u p o n  th e  m em b ers , 

co m m u n icatin g  th e ir ap p ro p ria te  m o v em en ts to  th em  th ro u g h  th e  n erv o u s sy stem , so  a lso  in  th e  m y stica l 

b o d y  v irtu e  g o es o u t  fro m  o u r  L o rd 's h u m an ity  u p o n  a ll th e  fa ith fu l, u p o n  a ll th e  m em b ers co m p o sin g  th is  

b o d y , im p artin g  to  th em  th e  life o f  g race , o f  fa ith , h o p e , an d  ch arity , an d  a t th e  sam e  tim e  g iv in g  to  th e  

b lessed  in  h eav en  th a t co n sum m atio n  o f  g race  w h ich  w e  ca ll  g lo ry  an d  w h ich  can  n ev er  b e  lo s t. In  th is  w ay  

o u r  S av io r ap p lie s th e  fru its o f  H is m erit  to  u s, p ass in g  o n  a ll th e  g races  H e  h as  o b ta in ed  fo r  u s  o n  th e  c ro ss. 

T h is tran sm iss io n  o f  g races  is e ffec ted  th ro u g h  H is h u m an ity  as  an  in stru m en t  in sep arab ly  u n ited  to  H is  

d iv in ity , th e  so u rce  o f  a ll g race , an d  ag a in  th ro u g h  th e  sacram en ts  as  d e tach ed  in stru m en ts  v ib ra tin g  as  it 

w ere  a t C h rist's  to u ch  an d  so  ab le  to  a ffec t an d  q u ick en  o u r  v ery  so u ls. B u t first an d  fo rem o st th is  

co m m un ica tio n  o f  g races  is m ad e  d a ily th ro u g h  th e  h o ly m ass  p erp e tu a tin g  in  su b stan ce  th e  sac rifice  o f  the  

c ro ss, ap p ly in g  th e  m erits  o f  th a t sac rifice  to  u s  an d  p erm ittin g  u s  to  p artic ip a te  in  it b y  h o ly  co m m u n io n . 

S o u ls a re  th u s  ab le  to  g ro w  d a ily in  th e  life o f  g race  as  th ey  jo u rn ey  to w ard  e te rn ity .

T h e  su p ern a tu ra l in flu en ce  ex erted  u p o n  u s  b y  G o d  an d  C h ris t is p rin c ip a lly o n e  o f  illu m in a tio n an d  lo v e , 

s in ce  to  th e  fa ith fu l o n  ea rth  an d  th e  so u ls  in  p u rg a to ry  it im p arts  th e  lig h t o f  fa ith  an d  th e  g ifts  o f  th e  H o ly  

G h o st to g e th e r  w ith  th e  lo v e o f  ch arity , w h ile  to  th e  b lessed  in  h eav en  it co m m u n ica tes  th e  lig h t o f  g lo ry  

w h ich  is th e  so u rce  o f  th e  b ea tific  v is io n , an d  a  lo v e  o f  ch arity  th a t n o th in g  h en cefo rth  can  d estro y  o r  

d im in ish .

T h e  su p ern a tu ra l life w h ich  th e  m em b ers  o f  th e  m y stica l  b o d y  th u s  rece iv e  b y  th is su p ern a tu ra l in p o u rin g  

o f  illu m in a tio n an d  lo v e  m u st  b e  m ad e  to  ascen d  o n ce  ag a in  to  th e  M o st H ig h , b e in g  th e  sam e  su pern a tu ra l 

life , th e  sam e  k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e , p ra isin g  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d  b y  ack n o w ledg in g  H is in fin ite g o o d n ess .

A n d  so  fro m  th e  so u ls  o f  a ll th e  ju s t o n  ea rth , in  p u rg a to ry , an d  in  h eav en  th e re  ascen d s  to  G o d  a  lo v e  in  

w h ich  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  is p re fe rred  to  a ll e lse . In  th e  fa ith fu l o n  ea rth  th is ac t  o f  lo v e  illu m in ed b y  fa ith  

in sp ires a  h o m ag e  o f  ad o ra tio n , su p p lica tio n , th an k sg iv in g , an d  rep a ratio n , esp ec ia lly  d u rin g  th e  tim e  o f-  

m ass. T h ese  a re  th e  fo u r  en d s  o f  sac rifice .

T h u s  th e  su p ern a tu ra l in flu x  o f  illu m in a tio n an d  lo v e co m in g  d o w n  fro m  G o d  th ro u g h  C h ris t th e  R ed eem er  

u p o n  th e  so u ls o f  m en  o n  ea rth , in  p u rg a to ry , an d  in  h eav en , ascen d s  ag a in  to  G o d  as  a  h y m n  o f  g ra te fu l 

ack n o w ledg m en t  an d  b rin g s  th em  p eace  b y  k eep in g  th em  th e re  w ith in  th e  rad ian ce  o f  th e  d iv in e g o o d n ess. 

T h ere  lie s th e  p u rp o se  o f  C reatio n ; a lm ig h ty G o d  h as  c rea ted  a ll th in g s  fo r  th e  m an ifesta tio n  o f  H is  

g o o d n ess , an d  H is g lo ry  is s im p ly th is g o o d n ess  rad ia tin g  ex tern a lly .

I h e  r e la t io n s  o f  th e  m e m b e r s  w ith  o n e  a n o th e r

S u ch  b e in g  th e  tie s b in d in g  th e  so u ls o f  th e  ju s t u p o n  ea rth , in  p u rg a to ry , an d  in  h eav en  to  C h ris t th e  

M ed ia to r an d  to  G o d , th e  u ltim a te so u rce  o f  a ll g race , w e  a re  g iv en  th e  ex p lan a tio n o f  th e  re la tio n s ex is tin g  

b e tw een  o n e  m em b er  an d  an o the r, an d  p articu la rly  b e tw een  th e  C h u rch  tr iu m p h an t  o n  th e  o n e  h an d  an d  th e  

C h u rch  m ilitan t an d  su ffe rin g  o n  th e  o th e r.

T h e  b lessed  in  h eav en  in te rced e  fo r  th e  fa ith fu l h ere  o n  ea rth  an d  th e  so u ls in  p u rg a to ry , an d  to  th a t 

in te rcessio n  w e  m ay  h av e  reco u rse  in  a ll co n fid en ce , esp ec ia lly  to  th e  in te rcessio n  o f  M ary  M ed iatrix , as  

th e  C h u rch  co n stan tly  d o es  in  th e  H ail M ary  an d  th e  L itany  o f  L o reto . A s S t. P au l w ro te  to  th e  H eb rew s  

(1 2 : 2 2 ) : "Y o u  a re  co m e  to  M o u n t S ion  an d  to  th e  c ity  o f  th e  liv in g G o d , th e  h eav en ly  Je ru sa lem , an d  to  

th e  co m p an y  o f  m an y  th o u san d s o f  an g e ls , an d  to  th e  C h u rch  o f  th e  first-b o rn  w h o  a re  w ritten  in  th e  



h eav en s , an d  to  G o d  th e  ju d g e o f  a ll, an d  to  th e  sp irits o f  th e  ju s t m ad e  p erfec t, an d  to  Jesu s  th e  M ed ia to r  o f  

th e  N ew  T estam en t, an d  to  th e  sp rin k lin g  o f  b lo o d  w  h ic  h  sp eak e th  b e tte r  th an  th a t o f  A b el.  "

E v ery  o n e  o f  th e  sa in ts  in  u n io n  w ith  C h ris t, m ak es  in te rcessio n  fo r  u s  w h en  w e  in v o k e  th em . [1 9 7 ] T h e  

an g e ls a lso  co m e  to  o u r  assis tan ce , fo r  th ey  to o  a re  su b jec t  to  C h ris t. S t. P au l  d e lig h ts in  te llin g th e  

C o lo ss ian s h o w  ev en  th e  m o st  ex a lted  o f  c rea tu res  a re  su b jec t  to  th e  W o rd  m ad e  fle sh : "In  H im  w ere  a ll 

th in g s  c rea ted  in  h eav en  an d  o n  ea rth , v is ib le an d  in v is ib le , w h eth er  th ro n es , o r  d o m in a tio ns , o r  

p rin c ip a litie s , o r  p o w ers . A ll th in g s  w ere  c rea ted  b y  H im  an d in  H im .... A n d  H e is  th e  h ead  o f  th e  b o d y , th e  

C h u rch "  (1 : 1 6 ). T o  th e  C h u rch  tr iu m p h an t  th e  an g e ls a lso  b e lo n g , in fe rio r o n ly  to  Jesu s  an d  M ary  in  th e  

in ten sity  o f  th e ir ch arity  an d  th e  lig h t o f  g lo ry .

B u t th e re  a re  a lso  c lo se  tie s lin k in g  th e  C h u rch  m ilitan t w ith  th e  C h u rch  su ffe rin g . It  is o u r  d u ty  to  p ray  fo r  

th e  so u ls in  p u rg a to ry , to  h av e  m asses sa id  fo r  th e ir  d e liv e ran ce , to  g a in  in d u lg en ces fo r  th em , w h ich  m ean s  

th a t w e  o b tain  fo r  th em  th e  ap p lica tio n  o f  th e  fru its  o f  o u r  S av io r 's m erits  an d  th e  m erits  o f  th e  sa in ts. A n d  

th e  w o rk s  o f  ch arity  w e  p erfo rm  in  th e ir  b eh a lf  (th e  p ray ers  w e  o ffe r  fo r  th em , th e  c ro sses  w e  tak e  u p o n  

o u rse lv es  to  a llev ia te th e ir su ffe rin gs)  G o d  w ill ce rta in ly  rew ard . T h e  C h u rch  h as  a lw ay s  p ray ed  fo r  th e  

d ead : in  th e  S eco n d  E p istle to  T im o th y  (1 :8 ) w e  read  o f  S t. P au lb eg g in g  G o d 's  m ercy  fo r  th e  rep o se  o f  th e  

so u l o f  h is  frien d  O n esp h o ru s .

A n d  la stly , n o  le ss in tim ate a re  th e  tie s th a t  b in d  th e  fa ith fu l o n  ea rth  w ith  o n e  an o th e r. T h ey  can  assis t o n e  

an o th er  b y  p ray er  an d  g o o d  w o rk s , w o rk s  o f  m erit  an d  sa tisfac tio n . O n e  w h o  is in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race  can  

m erit in  th e  w id e  sen se  fo r  h is n e ig h b o r a lso , an d  in  th e  sam e  sen se  can  m ak e  sa tis fac tio n  fo r  h im , can  tak e  

u p o n  h im se lf  th e  p en a ltie s d u e  to  h is n e ig h b o r's s in . U n ited  as  th ey  a re  w ith  C h ris t, G o d  reg a rd s  th e  m erits  

an d  su ffe rin g s  o f  th e  ju s t an d  h as  m ercy  o n  th e  s in n er. G o d  sa id  to  A b rah am : "If I  fin d  in  S o d o m  ten  ju s t 

w ith in  th e  c ity , I  w ill sp a re  th e  w h o le  p lace  fo r  th e ir  sak e" (G en . 8 : 2 6 , 3 2 ).

It  is to  th ese  sp iritu a l re la tio n s ex is tin g  b e tw een  th e  fa ith fu l  o n  ea rth  th a t S t. P au l is re ferrin g  w h en  h e  te lls  

u s:

T h ere  a re  d iv e rsitie s o f  g races , b u t  th e  sam e  S p irit. A n d  th e re  a re  d iv e rsitie s o f  m in istrie s, b u t  th e  sam e  

L o rd . A n d  th e re  a re  d iv e rsitie s o f  o p era tio n s,  b u t  th e  sam e  G o d , w h o  w o rk e th  a ll in  a ll. [1 9 8 ]

O n e  b o d y  an d  o n e  S p irit: as  y o u  a re  ca lled  in  o n e  h o p e  o f  y o u r  ca llin g .... O n e  L o rd , o n e  fa ith , o n e  b ap tism . 

O n e  G o d  an d  F a th e r  o f  a ll, w h o  is ab o v e  a ll, an d  th ro u g h  a ll, an d  in  u s  a ll. [1 9 9 ]

F o r  th e  b o d y  a lso  is n o t  o n e  m em b er, b u t  m an y . If  th e  fo o t sh o u ld  say : B ecau se  I  am  n o t  th e  h an d , I am  n o t 

o f  th e  b o d y : is it th e re fo re  n o t  o f  th e  b o d y ?  A n d  if  th e  ea r  sh o u ld  say : B ecau se  I am  n o t  th e  ey e , I  am  n o t o f  

th e  b o d y : is it th e refo re  n o t  o f  th e  b o d y ?  If  th e  w h o le  b o d y  w ere  th e  ey e . w h ere  w o u ld  b e  th e  h earin g ? ... 

T h e  ey e  can n o t say  to  th e  h an d : I  n eed  n o t  th y  h e lp . N o r  ag a in  th e  h ead  to  th e  fee t: I h av e  n o  n eed  o f  y o u .... 

A n d  if  o n e  m em b er  su ffe r  an y th in g , a ll th e  m em b ers su ffe r  w ith  it: o r  if  o n e  m em b er  g lo ry , a ll th e  m em b ers  

re jo ice  w ith  it. N o w  y o u  a re  th e  b o d y  o f  C h ris t an d  m em b ers o f  m em ber. [2 0 0 ]... B ear  y e  o n e  an o th e r 's  

b u rd en s  : an d  so  y o u  sh a ll fu lfil th e  law  o f  C h rist.... W h ils t w e  h av e  tim e , le t u s  w o rk  g o o d  to  a ll m en , b u t  

esp ec ia lly  to  th o se  w h o  a re  o f  th e  h o u seh o ld  o f  th e  fa ith . [2 0 1 ]

W ere  w e  to  b eh o ld  th e  m y stical  b o d y  as  w e  b eh o ld  a  m u ltitu d e  o f  p erso n s, w e  sh o u ld  d isce rn  an  im m en se  

g a th e rin g  o f  m en , w o m en , an d  ch ild ren , an d  w ith in  th em  a  h u n g erin g  fo r  G o d  m o re  o r  le ss in ten se , m o re  o r  

le ss co n sc io u s , tem p ta tio n  to o , an d  p a in . H ere  a re  so u ls  v ery  g en ero u s  in  th e ir su ffe ring s , th e re  a re  th e  

h u m d ru m  C h ristian s; lo w er  d o w n  th e  lin e a re  so u ls  o n  th e  p o in t o f  y ie ld in g  to  th e  tem p ta tio n s o f  th e  sen ses , 

o th e rs  ab o u t  to  lo se  th e ir fa ith , an d  th e re  a re  th e  ag ed  w h o  a re  n ear  th e  g rav e . T h en  w e  sh o u ld  rea lize h o w  

tru e  C h ris tian s liv in g b y  p ray er  m u st h av e  th e  sam e  a ttitu d e  to w ard  so u ls  as  a  m o th er  b en d in g  o v er th e  

c rad le  o f  h er ch ild .

F u rth e r, le t u s  rem em b er  th a t, as S t. T h o m as  say s (la llae , q . 8 9 , a . 6 ), w h en  a  ch ild , ev en  th o u g h  n o t 

b ap tized  an d  s till in  u n b e lie f, co m es  to  th e  fu ll u se  o f  reaso n , h e  is b o u n d  to  ch o o se  b e tw een  th e  rig h t  an d  



th e  w  ro n g  ro ad , b e tw  een  d u ty  an d  p leasu re , b e tw  een  th e  tru e  la st en d , th o u g h  b u t  v ag u e ly  rec  o g n ized , an d  

w h atev er  is o p p o sed  to  it. If  th e re  is n o  re s is tan ce  to  th e  g race  th en  o ffe red  h im , h e  lo v es ab o v e  a ll th in g s  

G o d  th u s  v ag u e ly  reco g n ized  an d  is th e reb y  ju stified , so  as  to  en te r  in to  th e  m y stica l  b o d y ."  If  h e  th en  

d irec t h im se lf  to  th e  d u e  en d , h e  w ill, b y  m ean s o f  g race , rece iv e  th e  rem iss io n  o f  o rig in a l s in " (lo c . c it.) .

N o w  th e  p rec io us  b lo o d  o f  o u r  S av io r  h as  b een  p u t  a t o u r  d isp o sa l  th a t  w ith  H im  w  e  m ay  o ffe r  it u p  fo r  th e  

m an y  so u ls  w h o  as  y e t  k n o w  H im  n o t  o r  w h o  h av e  tu rn ed  th e ir  b ack s  u p o n  H im .

A m o n g  a ll th e  fa ith fu l, th e re fo re , ch arity  sh o u ld  re ig n , w h ich  is  th e  b o n d  o f  p erfec tio n , u n itin g  u s  w ith  G o d  

an d  w ith  C h ris t th e  R ed eem er  an d  w ith  M ary .

In  th is ag e  o f  rev o lt, n o  lo n g er co n fin ed  to  E u ro p e  b u t  w o rld w id e , w h en  a th e istic "L eag u es o f  th e  G o d less , 

" th e  sp aw n  o f  R u ssian  B o lsh ev ism , a re  m u ltip ly in g th ro u g h o u t th e  n a tio n s an d  th e  w ay  is  b e in g  p rep ared  

fo r  a  te rrib le co n flic t  b e tw een  th e  sp irit o f  C h ris t an d  th e  sp irit o f  th e  E v il O n e , n o w  m o re  th an  ev er  m u st 

w e  liv e  b y  tliis m y stery  o f  th e  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts .

W e  fee l  th e  u rg en t  n eed  o f  ris in g  ab o v e  th e  v io len t o p p o sitio n  th a t p rev a ils b e tw een  an  in te rn a tio n a l 

co m m u n ism , m ate ria lis t in  its in sp ira tio n , w h ich  tram p les  u n d erfo o t  th e  d ig n ity  o f  th e  h u m an  p erso n , o f  

fam ily an d  co u n try , an d  a  n a tio n a lism  w h ich , w h en  n o  lo n g er  s im p ly  fo r  d efen se  b u t  fo r  o ffen se , d ev e lo p s  

in  o n e  w ay  o r  o th e r  in to  an  id o la tro u s n a tio n -w o rsh ip . T h o u g h  w e  sh o u ld  en te rta in  a  rea l an d  if  n ecessa ry  

h ero ic  lo v e fo r  o u r  co u n try , it is ab so lu te ly  im p erativ e  fo r  u s  to  d irec t o u r  th o u g h ts  ev en  m o re  to  th a t C ity  

o f  G o d  w h ich  h as  its  b eg in n in gs h ere  o n  ea rth , to  b e  co n su m m ated  in  th a t h eav en ly an d  en d u rin g  co u n try  in  

w h ich  th e  p eo p les o f  a ll n a tio n s sh o u ld  o n e  d ay  b e  u n ited .

B eliev ers liv in g in  th e  d iffe ren t co u n trie s o f  E u ro p e  an d  th ro u g h o u t th e  w o rld  m u st  u n ite  w ith o u t d e lay  in  

fe rv en t  p ray er, esp ec ia lly  in  th e  h o ly  sac rifice  o f  th e  m ass, th a t  th e  p eace  o f  C h ris t m ay  re ig n  am o n g  th e  

n a tio n s.

It is th e  sam e  b o d y  an d  b lo o d  o f  th e  S av io r th a t  is o ffe red  o n  ev ery  a lta r th ro u g h o u t  th e  w o rld , in  R o m e  an d  

in  Je ru sa lem , in  ev ery  C ath o lic ch u rch  o f  th e  fiv e  co n tin en ts . It  is  th e  sam e  in te rio r, ev er  liv in g o b la tio n  in  

th e  h eart o f  Jesu s  th a t an im ates  a ll th e  th o u san d s  o f  m asses ce leb ra ted  d a ily 7 w h erev er  th e  su n  is ris in g .

W e  m u st  p ray  an d  p ray  w ith  a ll ea rn estn ess  th a t  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  m ay  co m e, p lac in g  o u r  p e titio n s  in  the  

h an d s  o f  M ary  M ed ia trix to  p resen t  to  h er  S o n , to  w h o m  a t  th e  b eg in n in g o f  th is cen tu ry  H is  H o lin ess L eo  

X III  co n secra ted  th e  w h o le  h u m an  race .

E m b rac in g  as  it d o es  th o se  w h o  a re  s till  in  u n b e lie f, th is co n secra tio n  o f  th e  w h o le  h u m an  race  b rin g s  d o w n  

u p o n  th em  n ew  g races . It is  b y  liv in g  th is m y ste ry  o f  th e  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts  m o re  in ten se ly  an d  ab o v e  a ll 

b y  h av in g  m asses sa id  fo r  th e  co n v ers io n  o f  u n b e liev e rs , th a t  th e  w ay  is  p rep ared  fo r  th e  m issio nary  

ap o sto la te . A s P ere  d e  F o u cau ld  rea lized , w e  m u st  p rep are  fo r  th e  ap o sto la te  b y  b a th in g , so  to  sp eak , th e  

so u ls o f  u n b e liev e rs in  th e  b lo o d  o f  C h ris t, w h ich  h as  b een  g iv en  to  u s  an d  w h ich  w e  a re  ab le  to  o ffe r  d a ily  

w ith  H im .

T h ro ug h  th e  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts  th e  ch a lice  o f  su p erab u n d an t  red em p tio n  is p u t  in to  o u r  h an d s, th a t  b y  

o u r  p ray ers  an d  sac rifices  it m ay  b e  m ad e  to  o v erflow  u p o n  so u ls  th a t, a ll u n co n sc io u sly  p erh ap s, a re  

h u n g erin g  fo r  G o d  an d  a re  d y in g  fa r  fro m  C h ris t.

T o  th e  d o c trin e  w e  a re  ex p la in in g  h ere , th is o b jec tio n  h as  b een  ra ised : H o w  is it th a t, w ith  so  m an y  

th o u san d s  o f  sa in ts in  h eav en , co n firm ed  n o w  in  g race , m o re  s in n ers  a re  n o t  co n v erted  b y  th em ?

A  ce rta in  co n tem p la tive  h as  co rrec tly  an sw ered : 



T h o u g h  in sep arab le , h eav en  an d  th e  C h u rch  o n  ea rth  a re  n ev erth e less d is tin c t. A lth o u g h  th e re  is en o u g h  

h ea t in  a  s in g le  s ta r  to  m elt ev ery  p artic le o f  ice  o n  th e  ea rth , y e t w e  h av e  s till to  su b m it to  th e  rig o rs  o f  

w in te r. T o  ra ise  a  h eav y  w eig h t w ith  a  p o w erfu l  lev er, w e  s till n eed  a  fu lc ru m . S im ilarly , it is G o d 's  w ill 

th a t ev ery  ac tio n  ex erted  fro m  h eav en  o n  th is w o rld  sh a ll h av e  its  fu lc ru m  h ere  b e low . T h a t fu lc ru m  is to  b e  

fo u n d  in  th e  sa in ts w h o  a re  s till p u rsu in g  th e ir p ilg rim ag e in  tliis  life . T h e  in co m p reh en sib le  m igh t o f  

h eav en  w ill n o t h av e  its  fu ll e fficacy  o n  ea rth  ex cep t th ro u g h  o n e  w h o  is rea lly in  co m m u n io n  w ith  C h ris t, 

th ro u g h  o n e  w h o  is in  im m ed iate co n tac t w ith  C alv ary  an d  th e  c ro ss .

A s P ere  d e  F o u cau ld  w ro te , "H as n o t a  m an  rich es en o u g h , h ap p in ess  en o u g h , w h en  h e  p o ssesses  Jesu s?"  

T h o u g h  a ll ab an d o n  h im . h e  s till h as  th e  o n e  tilin g  n ecessa ry , w h ich  b y  p ray er  an d  sac rifice  h e  is  ab le  to  

p ass  o n  to  o the rs .

T h e  p rac tica l  co n seq uen ces  o f  tliis m y stery  o f  th e  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts  a re  n u m b erless. B o ssu e t h as  g iven  

u s  a  su m m ary  o f  th em  in  h is C atéch ism e  d e  M eau x . [2 0 2 ] E v ery  sp iritu a l g ift is th e  co m m o n  p ro p erty  o f  a ll 

th e  fa ith fu l: th e  g races  each  o n e  receiv es  an d  th e  g o o d  w o rk s  each  o n e  p erfo rm s a rc  fo r  th e  b en efit o f  th e  

w h o le  b o d y  an d  ev ery  o th e r  m em b er  o f  th e  C h u rch , b y  reaso n  o f  th e ir  c lo se  u n io n . A n d so . w h en  o n e  

m em b er  o f  th e  C h u rch  p o ssesses  so m e  g ift o r  o th e r, le t th e  o th e rs re jo ice  in s tead  o f  g iv in g  w ay  to  jea lo u sy ; 

w h en  o n e  m em b er  su ffe rs, a ll sh o u ld  sh ow  th e ir  co m p assio n  in s tead  o f  c lo s in g  th e ir h earts  to  h im . W h at a re  

th e  v ices  in co m p atib le  w ith  th e  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts?  T h ey  a re  a ll en m itie s an d  jea lo u sies . T h o se  w h o  

en te rta in  jea lo u sy , s in  ag a in st tliis a rtic le  o f  th e  C reed , th e  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts .

F in ally , w e  rea lize w h y  in  tliis d o g m a  th e  fa ith fu l a re  ca lled  sa in ts : b ecau se  th ey  a rc  ca lled  to  b e  h o ly , 

b ecau se , to o . th ey  h av e  b een  co n secra ted  to  G o d  th ro u g h  b ap tism .

W h o  a re  they  to  w h o m  th e  te rm  "sa in t" is esp ec ia lly  ap p licab le? T h e  te rm  ap p lie s to  th o se  w h o  in  p erfec t 

fa ith  lead  a lso  a  h o ly  life .

F ro m  th is w e  see  w h at a  m isfo rtu n e  it is to  b e  d ep riv ed  o f  th e  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts: so  th e  C h u rch  b y  h er  

ex co m m u n ica tio n  d ep riv es n o to rio u s s in n ers  o f  th e  sac ram en ts , th e  so u rce  o f  th e ir life , u n til su ch  tim e  as . 

th ey  sh ow  a  s in ce re  d esire  to  rep en t.

T liis  m y stery  o f  th e  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts sh o w s  w ith  sp ecia l  c learn ess h o w  th e  C h ristian  life is  th e  

b eg in n in g  h ere  o n  ea rth  o f  life e te rn a l·  s in ce  it is p rim arily b y  san c tify ing  g race  an d  ch arity  th a t w e  h av e  in  

v ery  tru th  th e  seed  o f  g lo ry  w ith in  u s. T h u s  w e  a re  g iv en  a  w o n d erfu l  in s ig h t in to  th e  su p rem e  en d  an d  

p u rp o se  to  w h ich  a ll tilin g s h av e  b een  o rd ered  b y  P ro v id en ce , an d  th e  m ean in g  an d  im p lica tio ns o f  th ese  

w o rd s  in  o ur  L o rd 's sacerd o ta l  p ray er: "T h a t th ey  w h o  b e liev e in  M e  m ay  b e  o n e . as  T h o u . F a th e r, a rt in  

M e. an d  I in  T h ee" (Jo h n  1 7 : 2 1 ). [2 0 3 ]

3 0 .  T h e  E n d  A n d  P u r p o s e  O f  T h e  D iv in e  G o v e r n a n c e

W e  h av e  sa id  it is th e  d iv in e g o v ern an ce  th a t p res id es  o v er  th e  ex ecu tio n  o f  th e  p ro v id en tia l p lan , its  

p u rp o se  b e in g  to  m an ifest  th e  d iv in e g o o d n ess , w h ich  b estow s  u p o n  th e  ju s t an d  m ain ta in s w ith in  th em  

fo rev er  a  life th a t is e te rn a l. C o n cern in g  tliis en d  an d  p u rp ose , le t u s  see  w h at  th e  O ld  T estam en t  w ith  its  

in co m ple te  rev e la tio n  h as  to  te ll u s. an d  th en  w e  sh a ll b e  ab le  to  ap p rec ia te  b e tte r  th e  fu ll lig h t g iv en  u s  in  

th e  G o sp e ls. T liis  w as  th e  m eth od  u sed  b y  S t. A u g u stine , p articu la rly  in  liis  w o rk  o n  p ro v id en ce  o r  th e  

d iv in e p lan : th e  C ity  o f  G o d . its p ro g ressiv e  b u ild in g  u p  h ere  o n  ea rth  an d  its  fu ll d ev e lo p m en t in  e te rn a l 

h ap p in ess .

T h e  in c o m p le te  in t im a t io n



In  th e  O ld  T estam en t  th e  u ltim a te  p u rp o se  o f  th e  d iv in e g o v ern an ce  w as  ex p ressed  in  a  m aim er  as  y e t 

im p erfec t, o ften  m ere ly  sy m b o lic . T h e  P ro m ised  L an d , fo r  in s tan ce , w as  th e  sy m b o l  o f  h eav en . T h e  w h o le  

sy stem  o f  w o rsh ip  w ith  its sac rifices  an d  v aried  rite s, an d  in  a  g rea te r  d eg ree  th e  p ro p h ec ies , p ro c la im ed  the  

co m ing  o f  th e  p ro m ised  R ed eem er, w h o  w as  to  b rin g  lig h t an d  p eace  an d  reco n c ilia tio n  w ith  G o d .

T h e  an n o u ncem en t  o f  th e  fu tu re  R ed eem er  th u s  co n ta in ed  in  a  v ag u e  w ay  th e  p ro m ise  o f  e te rn a l life , w h ich  

w as  to  b e  g iv en  u s  th ro u g h  H im . T h a t in  the  O ld  T estam en t, p rio r  to  th e  fu lln ess o f  lig h t co n ta in ed  in  th e  

G o sp e ls , so  little en lig h ten m en t sh o u ld  h av e  b een  g iv en  o n  th is m atte r  o f  e te rn a l b ea titu d e , is easily  

ex p la ined ; it w as  b ecau se , u n til  C h ris t h ad  su ffe red  an d  d ied , th e  so u ls o f  th e  ju s t h ad  to  w ait in  lim b o  fo r  

th e  g a tes  o f  h eav en  to  b e  o p en ed  to  th em  b y  th e ir S av io r. [2 0 4 ]

N ev erth e less, as  w e  h av e  a lready  seen , th e  P ro p h e ts  o ccasio n a lly  co n ta in  su b lim e  an d  m o st  s ig n ifican t 

p assag es  o n  th e  m ag n ificen t rew ard  G o d  h as in  s to re  fo r  th e  ju s t in  th e  n ex t life , p assag es  th a t s ta te  m o re  

c lea rly  w h at  w as  a lread y  sa id  b efo re  th em . [2 0 5 ]

T h u s  th e  p salm is t sa id : "A s fo r  m e. I  w ill ap p ear  b efo re  T h y  s ig h t  in  ju s tice : I sh a ll b e  sa tisfied  w h en  T h y  

g lo ry  sh a ll ap p ear." Jo b  sp o k e  in  a  s im ila r s tra in . [2 0 6 ]

S p eak in g  o f  th e  N ew  Je ru sa lem , Isa ias sa id  (6 0 : 1 9 ) : "T h e  L o rd  sh a ll b e  u n to  th ee  fo r  an  ev erlas tin g  lig h t, 

an d  th y  G o d  fo r  th y  g lo ry . T h y  su n  sh a ll g o  d o w n  n o  m o re . F o r  th e  L o rd  sh a ll  b e  u n to  th ee  fo r  an  

ev erlas tin g  lig h t: an d  th e  d ay s  o f  th y  m o u rn in g  sh a ll  b e  en d ed ."

D an ie l w ro te  (1 2 :3 ) : "B u t th ey  th a t a re  lea rn ed  [in  th e  tilin g s o f  G o d . an d  a re  fa ith fu l to  H is law ] sh a ll 

sh in e  as  th e  b rig h tn ess o f  th e  firm am en t: an d  th ey  th a t in s tru c t m an y  to  ju s tice , as  s ta rs  fo r  a ll e te rn ity .  " N o r  

is it a  q u estio n  h ere  o f  th e  ju s t w h o  w ill ap p ear  o n  ea rth  in  th e  y ears  to  co m e; th e  re fe ren ce  is  to  th o se  s till 

liv in g o r  w h o  h av e  a lready  d ied : th e  rew ard  p ro m ised  th em  is e te rn al.

M o re  ex p lic it s till, as  w e  h av e  seen , is th e  S eco n d  B o o k  o f  M ach ab ees (7 :9 ), w h ere  w e  a re  to ld  h o w  w ith  

liis la st  b rea th  o n e  o f  th e  m arty rs  ad d ressed  liis ex ecu tio n ers: "T h o u , in d eed , O  w ick ed  m an . d estro y est u s  

o u t  o f  th is p resen t life : b u t  th e  K in g  o f  th e  w o rld  w ill ra ise  u s  u p , w h o  d ie  fo r  H is law s, in  th e  re su rrectio n  

o f  e te rn a l life . "

A g ain , it is o f  e te rn a l b liss th a t th e  B o o k  o f  W isd o m  sp eak s  w h en  it say s:

T h e  so u ls o f  th e  ju s t a re  in  th e  h an d s  o f  G o d : an d  th e  to rm en t o f  d ea th  sh a ll n o t to u ch  th em .... T h e  ju s t sh a ll 

sh in e, an d  sh a ll ru n  to  an d  fro  lik e sp a rk s am o n g  th e  reed s . T h ey  sh a ll  ju d g e  n a tio ns , an d  ru le  o v er  p eo p le : 

an d  th e ir  L o rd  sh a ll re ig n  fo rev er... fo r  g race  an d  p eace  is  to  H is e lec t.... T h e  ju st  sh a ll liv e  fo r  ev erm o re :  

an d  th e ir  rew ard  is w ith  th e  L o rd , an d  th e  ca re  o f  th em  w ith  th e  m o st  H ig h  (3 :1 ; 5 :1  ff .).

E te r n a l l i f e  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t

In  th e  fu lln ess o f  rev e la tio n  co n ta in ed  in  the  N ew  T estam en t, e te rn al  b liss is sp o k en  o f  in  te rm s  w ith in  th e  

reach  o f  a ll. In d eed , C h ris t h as n o w  b een  g iv en  u s. W h ereas  ev ery  tirin g  th a t p reced ed  H im  p o in ted  to  H is  

co m ing , h en cefo rth  H e  H im se lf p ro c la im s to  a ll p eo p les th e  estab lish m en t o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  an d  lead s  

so u ls to  e te rn a l life .

T h is is ex p ressed  ag a in  an d  ag a in  in  o u r  S av io r 's  se rm o n s  reco rd ed  in  th e  firs t  th ree  G o sp e ls . T h ere  it is  

sa id  o f  th e  rew ard  in  s to re  fo r  th e  ju s t: "N eith e r can  th ey  d ie an y  m o re : fo r  th ey  a re  eq u a l to  th e  an g e ls an d  

a re  th e  ch ild ren  o f  G o d , b e in g  th e  ch ild ren  o f  th e  re su rrec tio n "  (L u k e  2 0 : 3 6 ) ; "T h e  ju s t sh a ll g o  in to  life  

ev e rlas tin g " (M att. 2 5 : 4 6 ; M ark  1 0 : 3 0 ). It is n o t m erely  th e  fu tu re  life sp o k en  o f  b y  p h ilo so p h ers  lik e  

S o cra tes an d  P la to , b u t  an  ev erlas tin g  life , a  life p artic ip a tin g  in  G o d 's  e te rn ity , tran scen d in g  tim e , p ast, 

p resen t, an d  fu tu re .



E lsew h ere , in  a  p assag e  reca llin g  th e  p ro p h ecy  o f  D an ie l (1 2 : 1 3 ), Jesu s  ex c la im s: "T h en  sh a ll th e  ju s t 

sh in e  as  th e  su n  in  th e  k in g d o m  o f  th e ir F a th e r"  (M att. 1 3 : 4 3 ).  "  T h en  sh a ll th e  k in g [th e  S o n  o f  m an ] say  to  

th em  th a t a re  o n  H is rig h t h an d : C o m e, y e  b lessed  o f  M y  F a th e r, p o ssess  y o u  th e  k in g d o m  p rep ared  fo r  y o u  

fro m  th e  fo u nd a tion  o f  th e  w o rld .  "  H ere  w e  h av e  tru ly  th e  u ltim a te  p u rp o se  o f  th e  d iv in e g o v ern an ce.  "F o ri 

w as  h u n g ry 7 , an d  y o u  g av e  M e  to  ea t: I  w as  th irsty , an d  y o u  g av e  M e  to  d rin k : I  w as  a  s tran g er, an d  y o u  

to o k M e  in : n ak ed , an d  y o u  co v ered  M e: s ick , an d  y o u  v is ited  M e" (M att. 2 5 : 3 4 ).

In  th e  S erm on  o n  th e  M o u n t, Jesu s  h ad  sa id : "B lessed  a re  th e  c lean  o f  h eart: fo r  th ey  sh a ll see  G o d .... B e  

g lad  an d  re jo ice , fo ry o u r  rew ard  is  v ery  g rea t  in  h eav en " (M att. 5 : 8 -1 2 ). H ere  in d eed  is th e  tru e  P ro m ised  

L an d  o f  w h ich th e  O ld  T estam en t sca rce ly  sp o k e  ex cep t in  sy m b o ls. T h e  so u ls  o f  m en w ere  to o  co n sc io u s  

o f  th e ir p ro fo u n d  n eed  o f  red em p tio n  to  b e  read y  fo r  th e  fu ll en lig h ten m en t.

In  th e  G o spe l  o f  S t. Jo h n , C h ris t sp eak s  o f  e te rn a l  life m o re  freq u en tly  s till. T h u s  to  th e  S am aritan  w o m an : 

"If  th o u  d id st k n o w  th e  g ift o f  G o d .... H e  th a t sh a ll d rin k  o f  th e  w ate r  th a t I  w ill g iv e  h im  sh a ll n o t  th irst 

fo rev er. B u t th e  w ater  th a t I  w ill g iv e  h im  sh a ll b eco m e  in  h im  a  fo u n tain  o f  liv in g w ate r, sp ring in g  u p  in to  

life ev erlas tin g " (Jo h n  4 : 1 0 -1 4 ).

S ev era l tim es in  th e  F o u rth  G o sp e l Jesu s  rep ea ts  th e  p h rase : "H e th a t  b e liev eth  in  M e  h a th  ev erlas tin g  life"  

(c f. 3 :3 6 ; 6 : 4 0 , 4 7 ). T h a t is . o n e  w h o  b e liev es in  M e  w ith  liv in g fa ith  co m b in ed  w ith  th e  lo v e o f  G o d  h as  

a lread y  w ith in  h im  th e  b eg in n in gs o f  e te rn a l life . A n d  w h y ?  B ecau se , as  H e te lls u s  la te r in  H is sace rd o ta l 

p ray er, " th is is e te rn al life : th a t th ey  m ay  k n o w  T h ee , th e  o n ly  tru e  G o d , an d  Jesu s  C h ris t, w h o m  T h o u  h ast 

sen t"  (Jo h n  1 7 :3 ) ; "F a th e r, I  w ill th a t w h ere  I  am , th ey  a lso  w h o m  T h o u  h ast  g iv en  M e  m ay  b e  w ith  M e: 

th a t th ey  m ay  see  M y  g lo ry  w h ich  T h o u  h ast  g iv en  M e, b ecau se  T h o u  h ast lo ved  M e  fro m  th e  c reatio n  o f  

th e  w o rld " (ib id ., 1 7 : 2 4 ). T o  lo o k  u p o n  C h ris t in  H is g lo ry  w e  m u stb e  th e re  w h ere  C h ris t w as  ev en th en  

p resen t in  th e  h ig h er reg io n s o f  H is h o ly so u l: th a t is , in  h eav en , as  H e H im se lf sa id : "N o  m an  h a th  

ascen d ed  in to  h eav en , b u t  H e th a t d escen d ed  fro m  h eav en , th e  S o n  o f  m an  w h o  is in  h eav en " (Jo h n 3  :1 1 -  

1 3 ).

In  th e  sam e  sen se  Jesu s  sa id : "A m en , am en , I say  to  y o u : If  an y  m an  k eep  M y  w o rd , h e  sh a ll  n o t see  d ea th  

fo rev er"  (Jo h n  8 : 5 1 ). A n d  ag a in  a t th e  to m b  o f  L azaru s H e  sa id : "I am  th e  re su rrectio n  an d  th e  life : h e  th a t 

b e liev eth  in  M e, a lth o u g h  h e  b e  d ead , sh a ll Ih  e : an d  ev ery o n e  th a t liv e th  an d  b e liev eth  in  M e  sh a ll n o t d ie  

fo rev er"  (Jo h n  1 1 : 2 5 -2 6 ).

H ere  is th e  fu lln ess  o f  th a t rev e la tio n  h era ld ed  in  th e  d istan t  p ast  b y  Jo b  an d  th e  p sa lm is t, b y  Isa ias , b y  

D an ie l, in  th e  B o o k  o f  M ach ab ees , an d  ag a in  in  th e  B o o k  o f  W isdo m . T h en  it w as  n o  m o re  th an  a  little  

s tream ; n o w  it is av ast riv e r m o v ing  o n w ard  an d  lo s in g  itse lf  in  th e  in fin ite o cean  o f  th e  d iv in e life .

E lsew h ere  Jesu s  sp eak s o f  th e  n arro w  g a te  an d  th e  s tra it  w ay  (o f  se lf-ab n eg a tio n )  th a t  lead s to  life , [2 0 7 ]  

th a t im m easu rab le w ay  th a t lead s to  G o d . T h e  L o rd  ca lls a ll m en  to  lab o r in  H is v in ey ard , g iv in g  th em  as  

reco m p en se , ev en to  th e  lab o re rs  o f  th e  e lev en th  h o u r, H is o w n  e te rn a l h ap p in ess (M att. 2 0 : 1 -6 ). T h e  

reco m p en se  H e  g iv es is H im se lf, th o u g h  acco rd in g  to  th e  m erits  an d  d eg ree  o f  ch arity  each  o n e  h as  

a tta in ed , fo r  " in  H is F a th e r 's h o u se  th e re  a re  m an y  m an sio n s" (Jo h n  1 4 :2 ).

O u r  L o rd 's  teach in g  is s till m o re  c learly  ex p o u n d ed  in  th e  E p istle s o f  S t. P au l an d  o f  S t. Jo h n .

S t. P au l re fe rs  to  e te rn a l  h ap p in ess w h en  h e  say s (I C o r. 2 :9 ) : "E y e  h a th  n o t seen , n o r  ea r  h eard : n e ith e r  

h a th  it en te red  in to  th e  h eart o f  m an . w h at  th in g s G o d  h a th  p rep ared  fo r  th em  th a t lo v e  H im . B u t to  u s  G o d  

h a th  rev ea led  th em , b y  H is S p irit. F o r  th e  S p irit search e th  a ll th in g s,  y ea , th e  d eep  th in g s  o f  G o d .  "

S till m o re  d is tin c tly  S t. P au l say s  in  an o th e r  p assag e  o f  th e  sam e  E p is tle (1 3 : 8 ) :

C h arity  n ev er  fa lle th  aw ay : w h eth er  p ro p h ec ies sh a ll b e  m ad e  v o id  o r  to n g u es sh a ll cease  o r  k n o w led g e  

[im p erfec t  k n o w led g e] sh a ll  b e  d estro y ed . F o r  w e  k n o w  in  p art, an d  p ro p h esy  in  p art. B u t w h en  th a t  w h ich  

is p erfec t  is co m e, th a t  w h ich  is in  p art sh a ll b e  d o n e  aw ay .... W e  see  [G o d ] n o w  th ro u g h  a  g lass in  a  d ark  



m an n er: b u t  th en  face  to  face . N o w  I  k n o w  in  p art:  b u t  th en  I sh a ll k n o w  [H im ] ev en  as  I am  k n o w n  [b y  

H im ] , w ith  a  k n o w led g e  th a t is im m ed iate an d  p erfectly  d istin c t; I sh a ll  b eh o ld  H im  as  H e b eh o ld s  

H im se lf, face  to  face , an d  n o  lo n g er  as in  a  m irro r, o b scu re ly , co n fu sed ly .

S t. Jo h n  sp eak s in  th e  sam e  sen se  in  h is F irs t  E p istle (3 : 2 ) : "D early  b e lo v ed , w e  a re  n o w  th e  so n s  o f  G o d : 

an d  it h a th  n o t  y e t ap p eared  w h at  w e  sh a ll b e . W e  k n o w  th a t w h en  H e  sh a ll ap p ear w e  sh a ll  b e  lik e to  H im : 

b ecau se  w e  sh a ll see  H im  as  H e is . " T h e  C h u rch  h as  d efin ed  th a t th is  rev ea led  teach in g  m u st b e  u n d ers to o d  

o f  an  im m ed ia te v is io n  o f  th e  d iv in e essen ce  w ith  n o  c rea ted  tilin g  in te rv en in g  as m ed iu m  p rev io u sly  

k n o w n . [2 0 8 ] In  o th e r  w o rd s , th rou g h  in te llec tu al  v is io n  w e  sh a ll see  G o d  m o re  c lea rly th an  w e  see  w ith  

o u r  b o d ily ey es  th e  p erso n s  w ith  w h o m  w e  a re  co n v ers in g , fo r  w e  sh a ll  see  H im  d istin c tly  as so m eth in g  

m o re  in tim a te ly p resen t to  u s  th an  w e  a re  to  o u rse lv es. H ere  o n  ea rth  o u r  k n o w led g e  o f  G o d  is in  th e  m ain  

co n fin ed  to  w h at  H e  is n o t. W e say  th a t  H e is n o t m ate ria l, n o t su b jec t to  ch an g e , n o t lim ited o r  co n fin ed . 

H ereafte r w e  sh a ll see  H im  as  H e  rea lty is , in  H is D eity , in  H is in fin ite essen ce , in  th a t in tim ate life o fH is , 

co m m o n  to  th e  th ree  P erso n s , o f  w h ich  g race , an d  esp ec ia lly  its co n su m m atio n  in  g lo ry  is a  p artic ip a tio n , 

s in ce  it is th ro u g h  g race  th a t it w ill b e  g ran ted  to  u s  to  see  an d  lo v e G o d  as  H e sees  an d  lo v es H im se lf, an d  

th u s  w e  sh a ll liv e b y  H im  e te rn a lly .

S u ch  is th e  teach in g  o f  rev e la tio n  o n  e te rn a l life as  th e  m an ifesta tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e g o o d n ess  an d  th e  

u ltim a te p u rp o se  o f  G o d 's  g o v ern an ce. L et u s  n o w  g lan ce  b rie fly  a t w h at  th eo lo gy  h as  to  ad d . h a ltin g ly  

a lw ay s, in  an  en d eav o r to  g iv e  u s  a  b e tte r  u n d ers tan d in g  o f  th e  m y stery .

T h e  b e a t if ic  v is io n  a n d  th e  lo v e  fo r  G o d  o f  w h ic h  i t  is  th e  s o u r c e

T h eo lo g y  th row s  a  ce rta in  am o u n t o f  lig h t o n  th is su b jec t  b y  co n trastin g  a  p u re ly  n a tu ra l h ap p in ess  w ith  

th a t h ap p in ess w h ich  o n ly  g race  in  its co n su m m atio n  can  b rin g .

H ad  G o d  c rea ted  u s  in  a  p u re ly  n a tu ra l s ta te , w ith  a  m o rta l b o d y  an d  an  im m o rta l so u l  b u t w itho u t th e  

su p ern a tu ra l life o f  g race , o u r  fin a l d estin y , o u r  h ap p in ess, w o u ld  s till h av e  co n sis ted  in  k n o w in g  G o d  an d  

lo v ing  H im  ab o v e  a ll tilin g s , fo r  o u r  in te llec t w as  m ad e  to  k n o w  tru th  an d  ab o v e  a ll th e  su p rem e  tru th , o u r  

w ill w as  m ade  to  lo v e  an d  d esire  th e  g o o d  an d  b ey o n d  a ll e lse  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d .

H ad  w e  b een  c rea ted  w ith o u t th e  su p ern a tu ra l  life o f  g race , th e  fin a l rew ard  o f  th e  ju s t w o u ld  in d eed  h av e  

b een , so  to  say . fro m  w ith o u t, th ro u g h  th e  re flex io n  o f  H is p erfec tio n s in  c rea tu res, as  th e  g rea t 

p h ilo sop h ers  o f  an tiq u ity k n ew  H im . T h is  w o u ld  h av e  b een  a  k n o w led g e  m o re  ce rta in  th an  th e irs , an d  

w ith o u t an y  ad m ix tu re  o f  e rro r, b u t s till an  ab strac t k n o w led g e , o b ta in ed  th ro u g h  th e  m ed iu m  o f  th in g s , in  

th e  m irro r  o f  tilin g s c rea ted . W e  sh o u ld  h av e  h ad  a  k n o w led ge  o f  G o d  as  th e  firs t cau se  o f  sp iritua l an d  

co rp o rea l  b e in g s , w e  sh o u ld  h av e  n u m b ered  H is in fin ite p erfec tio n s as  th ey  a re  k n o w n  an a lo g ica lly fro m  

th e ir re flex io n s in  th e  c rea ted  o rd er. O u r  id eas  o f  th e  d iv in e a ttrib u tes  w o u ld  s till h av e  b een  lik e  tin y  b its  o f  

m o sa ic , in cap ab le  o f  rep ro d u c in g  w ith o u t h ard en in g  th e  sp iritu a l fea tu res  o f  G o d .

S im ila rly w e  sh o u ld  h av e  lo v ed  G o d  as  th e  au th o r  o f  o u r  n a tu re , d o u b tle ss  w ith  a  lo v e  o f  ad m iratio n , 

rev e ren ce , an d  g ra titu d e , b u t w ith o u t th a t g en tle , s im p le fam ilia rity w h ich  G o d 's  ch ild ren  ex p erien ce  in  

th e ir h earts . W e  sh o u ld  h av e  b een  th e  se rv an ts  o f  G o d , n o t  H is ch ild ren .

S u ch  a  d estin y , h o w ev er, w o u ld  s till h av e  b een  o f  a  v ery  h ig h  o rd er. It  co u ld  n ev er  h av e  p a lled  u p o n  u s  an y  

m o re  th an  o u r  ey es can  ev er  tire  o f  b eh o ld in g  th e  b lu e  sk ies. It  w o u ld  h av e  b een  a  sp iritu a l d estin y , 

m o reo v er, an d  u n lik e  m ateria l tilin g s  th e  sp iritu a l can  b e  en jo y ed  fu lly  b y  each  o n e  w ith o u t d e trim en t to  the  

en jo ym en t o f  o th e rs  an d  th e  co n seq u en t risk  o f  jea lo u sies.

B u t in  th is ab strac t an d  in d irec t k n o w led ge  o f  G o d , m an y  o b scu ritie s  w o u ld  h av e  rem ain ed , p articu la rly  as  

to  th e  m an n er  in  w h ich  th e  d iv in e p erfec tion s  a re  recon c iled  w ith  o n e  an o th e r. W e  sh o u ld  a lw ay s h av e  b een  

ask in g  h o w  an  o m n ip o ten t g o o d n ess  can  b e  reco n c iled  w ith  th e  d iv in e p erm issio n  o f  ev il, h o w  in fin ite  

m ercy  can  b e  in tim a te ly h arm o nized  w ith  ju s tice .



T h e  h u m an  m in d  w o u ld  h av e  b een  fo rced  to  ex c la im : "W o u ld  th a t I m ig h t b eh o ld  th is G o d , th e  fo u n t  o f  a ll 

tru th  an d  o f  a ll g o o d n ess , w h en ce  s tea ls  fo rth  th e  life  o f  c rea tio n , th e  life o f  in te llec t an d  o f  w ill!  "

B u t w h at reaso n  ev en  a t  its h ig h est ca im o t d isco v er, h as  b een  m ad e  k n o w n  to  u s  th rou g h  rev e la tio n . H ere  

w e  a re  to ld  th a t o u r  fin a l d estin y  co n sis ts  in  b eh o ld in g  G o d  im m edia te ly , face  to  face , an d  as  H e rea lly is , in  

k n o w in g  H im  n o  lo n g er s im p ly  fro m  w ith o u t, b u t  in tim a te ly , ev en  as  H e k n o w s  H im se lf; th a t it co n sis ts  

a lso  in  lo v in g  H im  ev en  as  H e lo v es  H im se lf. It  te lls u s  th a t  w e  a re  n o w  p red estin ed  " to  b e  m ad e  

co n fo rm ab le  to  th e  im ag e o fH is S o n :  th a t H e  m ig h t b e  th e  first-b o rn  am o n g  m an y  b re th ren "  (R o m . 8 :2 9 ). 

In  c rea tin g  u s, G o d  w as  n o t  b o u n d  to  h av e  u s  p artak e rs  w ith  H im se lf in  H is in tim a te life , to  in v ite u s  to  th is  

im m ed ia te  v is io n  o f  H im , b u t  it w as  in  H is p o w er  to  d o  so  b y  m ak in g  u s  H is ad o p ted  so n s , an d  th is  o u t  o f  

p u re  lo v in g  k in d n ess  H e h as  w illed  to  d o .

It  is o u r  d estin y  th e re fo re  to  see  G o d  n o t  m ere ly  as  m irro red  in  c rea tu res, n o  m atte r  h o w  p erfec t, n o t  ev en  in  

th a t rad ia tio n  o f  H im  in  th e  an g e lic w o rld , b u t  to  b eh o ld  H im  im m ed ia te ly , w ith o u t an y  c rea tu re  

in te rv en ing , an d  m o re  d is tin c tly  th an  w e  b eh o ld  o u rse lv es  w ith  th e  ey es  o f  sen se . B ein g  w  h o lly  sp iritu a l, 

G o d  w ill b e  in tim a te ly p resen t  to  o u r  in te llec t, illu m ina tin g an d  in v ig o ra tin g it an d  so  g iv in g  it s tren g th  to  

lo o k  u p o n  H im . (C f. S t. T h o m as, la , q . 1 2 , a . 2 .)

T h is ex c lu sio n  o f  an y  in te rm ed ia ry  b e tw een  G o d  an d  o u rse lv es ex tend s  ev en  to  th e  id ea . N o  c rea ted  id ea  

co u ld  ev er rep resen t, as  it rea lly is , th a t  p u re ly  in te llec tu al an d  e te rn a lly su b sis tin g  fla sh  w h ich  is G o d . N o  

w o rd  o f  o u rs, n o t  ev en  an  in te rio r  w o rd , w ill  b e  ad eq u a te  to  ex p ress  w h at  w e  a re  co n tem p la ting : th u s  ev en  

n o w  w h en  w e  a re  ab so rbed  in  g az in g  a t so m e  su b lim e  sp ec tac le , w e  can n o t  ex p ress  w h at  w e  see . O n ly  o n e  

w o rd  can  u tte r  w h at G o d  rea lly  is in  H im se lf-H is o w n  e te rn a l, su b stan tia l W o rd .

T h is  v is io n  o f  G o d  face  to  face  in fin ite ly su rp asses  th e  m o st  su b lim e  p h ilo so ph y . N o  lo n g er  w ill th e re  b e  

m ere  co n cep ts  o f  th e  d iv in e  a ttrib u tes , th ese  co n cep ts  rem in d in g  u s  o f  tin y  b its o f  m o sa ic . P art o f  th e  

d estin y  to  w h ich  w e  a re  ca lled  is to  b eh o ld  a ll th e  d iv in e p erfec tio n s in tim a te ly reco n c iled , n ay , id en tified  

in  th e ir co m m o n  so u rce , th e  D eity , th e  in tim ate  life o f  G o d ; to  b eh o ld  h o w  th e  ten d eres t  m ercy  an d  an  

ab so lu te ly  in flex ib le  ju s tice  p ro ceed  fro m  o n e  an d  th e  sam e  in fin ite ly g en ero u s  an d  in fin ite ly h o ly  lo v e th a t 

p o ssesses  a  tran scen d en t  q u a lity  in  w h ich  th ese  ap p aren tly  co n flic tin g  a ttrib u tes a re  in  fac t id en tified ; to  

b eh o ld  h o w  ju s tice  an d  m ercy  co m b in e  in  a ll th e  w o rk s  o f  G o d . P art o f  o u r  d estin y  is  to  b eh o ld  h o w  th is  

lo v e , ev en  w h en  th e  freest  g o o d  p leasu re , is  y e t  id en tified w ith  p u re  w isd o m , h o w  in  th is lo v e  th e re  is  

n o th in g  th a t is n o t  a ll-w ise an d  in  th is  w isd o m  n o th in g  th a t is n o t tran sfo rm ed  in to  lo v e . O u r  d estin y  is  to  

b eh o ld  h o w  th is  sam e  lo v e is id en tified w ith  th e  so v ere ig n  g o o d  fo rev er  lo ved  fro m  a ll e te rn ity , h o w  d iv in e  

w isd o m  is id en tified w ith  th e  su p rem e  tru th  fo rev er  k n o w n , an d  h o w  a ll  th ese  p erfec tio n s  a re  b u t  o n e  w ith  

th e  essen ce  o f  H im  w h o  is .

O u r  d estin y  is  to  co n tem p la te  in  G o d  th is  tran scen d en t s im p lic ity  o fH is, ab so lu te  in  its p u rity  an d  h o lin ess ; 

to  b eh o ld  th e  in fin ite fecu n d ity  o f  th e  d iv in e n a tu re  flo w erin g  in  th ree  P erso n s; to  co n tem p la te  th e  e te rn a l 

g en era tio n  o f  th e  W o rd , " th e  b rig h tn ess  o f  th e  F a th e r 's g lo ry  an d  th e  fig u re  o f  H is su b stan ce"  (H eb . 1 : 3 ) ; 

to  b eh o ld  th e  in e ffab le sp iratio  o f  th e  H o ly G h o st, th e  te rm  o f  th e  m u tu a l lo v e  b e tw een  F a th e r  an d  S o n , 

u n itin g  th em  e te rn a lly  in  th is m o st ex h au stiv e  o u tp ou rin g  o f  th em se lv es."  G o o d n ess  is essen tia lly d iffus iv e  

o f  itse lf" in  G o d 's  in te rio r life , an d  free ly  it sca tte rs  its rich es  ab ro ad .

N o  o n e  can  ex p ress  th e  jo y  b eg o tten  o f  su ch  a  v is io n , o r  th e  lo v e  th a t  w ill sp rin g  fro m  it, a  lo v e so  m ig h ty , 

so  p erfec t, th a t n o th in g  h en cefo rth  sh a ll  b e  ab le  to  w eak en , fa r  le ss d estro y  it. It  is a  lo v e  b o rn  o f  ad m ira tion  

an d  rev e ren ce  an d  g ra titu d e , b u t o f  frien d sh ip  m o st o f  a ll, w ith  a ll th e  s im p lic ity an d  h o ly  fam ilia rity  th a t 

frien d sh ip  im p lies . F illed  w ith  th is lo v e , w e  sh a ll re jo ice  firs t an d  fo rem o st  th a t G o d  is G o d , w ith  H is  

in fin ite h o lin ess , H is in fin ite  ju s tice , H is in fin ite m ercy ; w e  sh a ll  ad o re  ev ery  d ecree  o fH is p ro v id en ce , 

w h o se  so le  p u rp o se  is  th e  m an ifesta tio n  o fH is g o o d n ess . A n d  in  a ll th in g s  w e  sh a ll b e  su b jec t to  H im .

W h o lly su pern a tu ra l, su ch  a  k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e w ill b e  m ad e  p o ssib le  o n ly  th ro u g h  g race  su b lim a tin g  o u r  

facu ltie s, an d  th e re  a t  th e  v ery  ro o t  o f  th em , in  th e  v ery  essen ce  o f  th e  so u l, rem ain ing  a  d iv in e en g ra ftin g  

th a t can  n ev erm o re  b e  lo s t to  u s. T h is  co n sum m atio n  o f  g race , w h ich  w e  ca ll  g lo ry , w ill in  v ery  tru th  b e  an  



en d u rin g  p artic ip a tio n  in  th e  v ery  n a tu re  o f  G o d . in  H is in tim a te life , s in ce  it w ill en ab le u s  to  b eh o ld  H im  

an d  to  lo v e  H im  ev en  as  H e  b eh o ld s  an d  lo ves H im se lf.

S u ch , th o ug h  v ery  im perfec tly  ex p ressed , is e te rn a l  life , a  life to  w h ich  w e  m ay  a ll asp ire , s in ce  th ro u g h  

b ap tism  w e  h av e  a lread y  rece iv ed  it in  g erm , in  san c tify in g  g race , w h ich  is  th e  sem en  g lo riae .

H ere in  lie s th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  d iv in e g o v ern ance , to  sh o w  fo rth  th a t d iv in e  g o o d n ess  w h ich  is  o n e  d ay  to  

b esto w  an  e te rn a l h ap p in ess  u p o n  u s  an d  m ain ta in it fo rev er  w ith in  u s. T h en  in d eed  w ill th ese  w o rd s  b e  

rea lized : "G od  h a th  p red estin ed  u s  to  b e  m ad e  co n fo rm ab le  to  th e  im ag e  o f  H is S o n : th a t H e m igh t b e  th e  

first-b o rn  am o n g  m an y  b re th ren "  (R o m . 8 : 2 9 ). th a t H e  w h o  is S o n  b y  H is v ery  n a tu re  m ig h t b e  th e  firs t

b o rn  am o n g  m an y  b re th ren , th e  ch ild ren  o f  G o d  b y  ad o p tio n . It  w ill b e  th e  p erfec t fu lfilm en t o f  th ese  w o rd s  

o f  Jesu s: "F a th e r. I w ill th a t w h ere  I am . th ey  a lso  w h o m  T h o u  h ast g iven  M e  m ay  b e  w ith  M e: th a t th ey  

m ay  see  M y  g lo ry  w h ich  T h o u  h ast g iven  M e. b ecau se  T h o u  h ast lo v ed  M e  b efo re  th e  c rea tio n  o f  th e  

w o rld " (Jo h n  1 7 :2 4 ). C h rist's  g lo ry  is  th e  su p rem e  m an ifes ta tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e g o o d n ess , fo r  H im  an d  fo r  u s  

u n en d in g  h ap p in ess, th e  m easu re  o f  w h ich  is  th e  m easu re  o f  G o d 's  o w n  h ap p in ess, w h ich  is so m eth in g  

tran scen d in g  tim e , b e in g  n o  le ss  th an  th e  u n iq u e  in s tan t o f  ch an g e less e te rn ity .

L et u s co n c lu d e  w ith  S t. P au l: "F o r  w h ich  cau se  w e  fa in t n o t:  b u t  th o u g h  o u r  o u tw ard  m an  is co rru p ted , y e t 

th e  in w ard  m an  is ren ew ed  d ay  b y  d ay . F o r  th a t  w h ich  is a t p resen t m o m en tary  an d  lig h t o f  o u r  tr ib u la tio n  

w o rk e th  fo r  u s  ab o v e  m easu re  ex ceed in g ly  an  e te rn a l w eig h t o f  g lo ry " (II C o r. 4 :1 6 -1 7 ) [2 0 9 ]
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L e  réa lism e d u  p rin c ip e  d e  fin a lité . P art 1 1 . ch ap . 5 . "L a  fin a lité d e  la  v o lo n té : le d ésir  n a tu re l d u  b o n h eu r  

p ro u ve-t-il l 'ex is ten ce  d e  D ieu ?

5  S t. T h o m as, la . q . 3 , a . 7 . an d  D e  P o ten tia , q . 3 . a . 5 .

6  C f. S u m m a  T h eo lo g ica . Ia  Ilae . q . 2 , a . 8 .

7  C f. ib id .. Ia Ilae , q . 1 . a . 4 : "Is th e re  an  u ltim a te en d  to  h u m an  life?" "A b so lu te ly ' sp eak in g , it is im p o ssib le  

in  a  se rie s  to  co n tin u e  to  in fin ity in  an y  d irec tio n .... W ere  th e re  n o t an  u ltim ate en d . n o th in g  w o u ld  b e  

d esired , n o  ac tio n  w o u ld  h av e  a  te rm , n o r  w o u ld  th e  in c lin a tio n  o f  th e  ag en t fin d  rep o se .

8  If , in s tead  o f  co n sid e rin g  s im p ly  th e  en d  o f  th is n a tu ra l d esire , w e  co n sid e r  its o rd erin g  to  th a t en d — an d  

tliis d em an d s  an  e ffic ien t, reg u la tin g  cau se  (o rd m an s  v e l im p eran s m o v et u t ag en s , n o n u t fin is)— th en  th e  

a rg u m en t p erta in s  to  th e  fifth  w ay  o f  S t. T h o m as, w h ich  is th a t  b ased  u p o n  th e  p resen ce  o f  o rd er  in  th e  

w o rld : "A ll d esig n  p resu pp o ses  a  d esig n er. " In  th is sen se  th e  p assiv e  o rd erin g  o f  o u r  w ill to  th e  b o n u m  

h o n estu m  o r  m o ra l  g o o d , su p erio r  a lik e to  th e  d e lec tab le  an d  to  th e  u se fu l, p resu pp o ses  a  su p rem e  

reg u la to r. O r  ag a in , m o ra l o b lig a tio n , w h ich  is d isp layed  in  rem o rse  o f  co n sc ien ce  an d  in  th e  p eace  th a t 

co m es  fro m  d u ty  acco m p lish ed , p resu p p o ses  a  su p rem e  law g iv er. O f  th is w e  w ill sp eak  in  th e  n ex t ch ap te r.

9  C f. C aje tan , C o m m en ta ry  o n  la  Ilae . q . 2 , a . 7 .



1 0  In  fav o r  o f  th is v iew  it is sa id  th a t s in ce  san c tify ing  g race  is a  p artic ip a tio n  in  th e  d iv in e n a tu re  o rd ered  

essen tia lly to  th e  b ea tific  v is io n , it is a  p artic ip atio n  in  th a t n a tu re  in  so  fa r  as  it is in te llec tu a l life . It  w o u ld  

seem , th en , th a t  th e  d ix  in e n a tu re  is fu n dam en ta lly  th e  su p rem e  in te llec tu al life , e te rn a lly  su b sis ten t 

th o ug h t, ra th er  th an  b e in g  itse lf . T o  th is  w e  rep ly  th a t san c tify ing  g race  is a  p artic ip a tio n  in  th e  d iv in e  

n a tu re  as  it is in  itse lf an d  n o t s im p ly as  o u r  im p erfec t m o d e  o f  k n o w led g e  co n cern es it. It is a  p artic ip a tio n  

in  th e  D eity , w h o se  fo rm al s ig n ifica tio n  tran scen ds  ev en th a t o f  b e in g  an d  in te llec tio n . C o n ce iv ed  s im p ly  as  

su b sis ten t  b e ing , G o d  co n ta in s o n ly  im p lic itly , ac tu  im p lic ite , th e  re s t o f  th e  d iv in e p erfec tion s  d ed u c ib le  

fro m  it; w h ereas  th e  D eity  as  it is in  itse lf an d  as  co n tem p la ted  b y  th e  b lessed  in  h eav en  co n ta in s a ll th e  

d iv in e a ttrib u tes  ex p lic itly , ac tu  ex p lic ite . T h e  b lessed  b eh o ld  th em  im m ed ia te ly in  th e  D eity  an d  h av e  n o  

n eed  to  d ed u ce  th em .

1 1  S ee  p reced ing  n o te .

1 2  P asca l, P en sees (H av e tE d .), a rt. 1 8 .

1 3  It m u st  b e  n o ted , h o w ev er, th a t  th e  ac t  o f  c rea tio n , b e in g  a  free  ac t, can n o t  b e  d ed u ced  fro m  th e  d iv in e  

n a tu re ; n e ithe r can th e  ex erc ise  o f  m ercy  an d  ju s tice  w ith  re sp ec t  to  c rea tu res .

1 4  A lth o u g h  o u r  h ap p in ess in  h eav en  w ill h av e  a  b eg in n in g , it w ill b e  rig h tly  ca lled  e te rn a l life , fo r  it w ill 

h av e  as  its m easu re  a  p artic ip a ted  e te rn ity . T h e  b ea tific  v is io n , in  fac t, is an  ev er-u n ch an g in g  ac t, fa r  

tran scen d in g  th e  co n tin u o u s  tim e  o f  o u r  ea rth ly  life , an d  th a t d isc re te  tim e  m ark in g  th e  th o u gh t  su ccess io n  

o f  th e  an g e l. T h is is  th e  e lem en t o f  tru th  in  P la to 's  a lleg o ry o f  th e  cav e .

1 5  T h is is  th e  e lem en t o f  tru th  in  P la to 's  a lleg o ry o f  th e  cav e .

1 6  S crip tu re  m o re  o ften  sp eak s  o f  th a t  lo w er  d ark n ess  in  w h ich  th e  so u l  p erish es; b u t it a lso  sp eak s  o f  th e  

h ig h er o b scu rity  o f  fa ith , co rresp o n d in g  to  th e  " lig h t in accessib le"  w h ere  G o d  ab id es. O f  th e  lo w er  d ark n ess  

it is sa id : T h e  w ick ed  m an  "sh a ll n o t  d ep art o u t o f  d ark n ess"  (lo b  1 5 : 3 0 ). T h e  n a tio n s  b efo re  th e  co m in g  o f  

C h ris t "sa t in  d ark n ess  an d  in  th e  sh ad o w  o f  d ea th"  (P s. 1 0 6 :1 0 ). It  w as  in  th e  m id st  o f  th is  d ark n ess  th a t  th e  

L ig h t o f  sa lv a tio n  d escen d ed  fro m  o n  h ig h : "T o  th e  rig h teo u s a  lig h t is risen  u p  in  d ark n ess  " (P s . 1 1 1 :4 ) ; 

"T h e  p eo p le  th a t w alk ed  in  d ark n ess  h av e  seen  a  g rea t lig h t', (Is. 9 :2 ; M att. 4 : 1 6 ) "F o r  y o u  w ere  h ere to fo re  

d ark n ess , b u t  n o w  lig h t in  th e  L o rd "  (E p h . 5 : 8 ; "G o d  is lig h t, an d  in  H im  th e re  is n o  d ark n ess"  (I  Jo h n  1  :

5 ).  B u t so m etim es, re la tiv ely  to  u s, G o d  is sp o k en  o f  as  a  d iv in e d ark n ess: "C lo u d s an d  d ark n ess a re  ro u n d  

ab o u t  H im .... H is lig h tn in g s h av e  sh o n e  fo rth  in  th e  w o rld "  (P s. 9 6 :2 , 4 ) ; "A n d  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  L o rd  d w elt 

u p o n  S in a i, co v erin g  it w ith  a  c lo u d  s ix  d ay s  : an d  th e  seven th  d ay  H e ca lled  h im  o u t o f  th e  m id st o f  th e  

c lo u d ', (E x . 2 4 :1 6 : c f. E x . 1 9 : 9 ; 2 0 : 2 1 ).

1 7  C f. S t. T h o m as, la , q . 1 2 , a . 4 ; q . 5 6 , a . 3 .

1 8  C f. S t. T h o m as, la , q . 1 2 , a . 2 .

1 9  C f. S t. T h o m as. la . q . 1 2 , a . 1 .

2 0  C f. C o m m en t. 5 . T h o m ae  in  Jo b , ch ap s. 4 , 6 , 8 .

2 1  Jo h n8 :1 2 .

2 2  C f. S t. T h o m as. la . n . 1 2 . a . 1 .

2 3  C f. Jo h n  8 :1 2 .

2 4  C f. S t. T h o m as, la llae , q . 1 9 , a . 9 .



2 5  C f. S t. T h o m as, Ia , q . 1 9 . a . 1 1 , 1 2 .

2 6  C f S t. T h o m as, la , q . 1 9 , a . 1 1 .

2 7  T rea tise  o n  th e  L o v e  o f  G o d , B k . V III, ch ap . 3 : B k . IX , ch ap . 6 .

2 8  E ta ts d 'o ra iso n , B k . V III. 9 .

2 9  S ee  P art I . ch ap . 2 : "O n  th e  o rd er  in  th e  w o rld ."

3 0  C f. S t. T h o m as, la , q . 7 9 , a . 1 , 2 .

3 1  P h y sica l ev ils , s ick n ess , fo r  in stan ce , a re  n o t  w illed  b y  G o d  d irec tly , b u t o n ly  in  an  acc id en ta l  w ay , 

in so m u ch  as  H e  w ills a  h ig h er g o o d  o f  w h ich  p h y sica l  ev il is th e  n ecessa ry  co n d itio n . T h u s  th e  lio n  

d ep en d s  fo r  its  ex is ten ce  o n  th e  k illin g o f  th e  g azelle , p a tien ce  in  s ick ness  p resu pp o ses  p a in , th e  h ero ism  o f  

th e  sa in ts p resu pp o ses  th e  su ffe rin g s  th ey  en d u re . (C f. S t. T h o m as, la . q . 1 9 , a . g ; q . 2 2 , a . 2  ad  2 u m .)

3 2  C f. S t. T h o m as la . q . 8 3 , a . 1 ad  3 u m : "G o d , b y  m o v in g  v o lu n ta ry  cau ses , d o es  n o t d ep riv e  th e ir ac tio n s  

o f  b e in g  v o lu n ta ry , b u t ra th e r  is H e th e  cau se  o f  th is  v ery  tilin g  in  th em ."  C f. a lso , la . q . 1 0 3 . a . 5 -8 ; q . 1 0 5 , 

a . 4 , 5 ; q . 1 0 6 , a . 2 ; la  Ilae , q . 1 0 . a . 4  ad  lu m  e t  ad  3 u m ; q . 1 0 9 , a . 1 , e tc .

3 3  T h e  free  m o d e  in  o u r  ch o ice  co n sis ts  in  th e  in d iffe ren ce  th a t d o m in a tes  o u r  w ill in  its ac tu al  p ro cess  o f  

ten d in g  to  a  p articu la r o b jec t p resen ted  as  g o o d  u n d er  o n e asp ec t  an d  n o t g o o d  u n d er  an o the r, an d  

co n sequ en tly  as  u n ab le  to  ex ert an  in v in c ib le a ttrac tio n  u p o n  it (la  Ilae . q . 1 0 . a . 2 ). T h is  free  m o d e  in  o u r  

ch o ice  is s till w ith in  th e  sp h ere  o f  b e in g , o f  rea lity , an d  as su ch  co m es  u n d er  th e  ad eq u a te  o b jec t o f  th e  

d iv in e o m n ip o ten ce . O n  th e  co n tra ry , th is  can n o t  b e  so  w ith  th e  d iso rd e r  o f  s in . G o d . in  H is cau sa tio n  

in fa llib le , can  n o  m o re  b e  th e  cau se  o f  s in  th an  th e  ey e  can  p e rce iv e  so u n d  (la  Ilae , q . 7 9 . a . 1 , 2 ).

3 4  C f. a lso  D an ie l 1 3 : 4 2 : T h e  p ray er  o f  S u san n a .

3 5  P s. 3 6 : 1 0 -1 5 : "Y et a  little w h ile , an d  the  w ick ed  sh a ll n o t  b e : an d  th o u  sh a ft seek  liis p lace , an d  sh a ft n o t 

fin d  it. B u t th e  m eek  sh a ll in h e rit th e  lan d : an d  sh a ll d e ligh t in  ab u n d an ce  o f  p eace . T h e  s in n er  sh a ll w atch  

th e  ju s t m an : an d  sh a ll g n ash  u p o n  h im  h is tee th . B u t th e  L o rd  sh a ll lau g h  a t h im : fo r  H e  fo resee th  th a t  H is  

d ay  sh a ll co m e. T h e  w ick ed  h av e  d raw n  o ut  th e  sw o rd : th ey  h av e  b en t  th e ir  b o w . T o  cast  d o w n  th e  p o o r  

an d  n eed y , to  k ill th e  u p rig h t o f  h eart. L et th e ir sw o rd  en te r  in to  th e ir  o w n  h earts : an d  le t th e ir  b o w  b e  

b ro k en ."  P s. 3 3 :2 2 : "T h e  d ea th  o f  th e  w ick ed  is v ery  ev il: an d  th ey  th a t h a te  th e  ju s t sh a ll b e  g u ilty ."

3 6  In  ce rta in  d ifficu lt p ro b lem s  p resen ted  b y  th e  sp iritu a l life in  a  co n cre te  case  to  d ec id e , fo r  ex am p le , 

w h eth er  o n e  w h o  a t  tim es  is in  c lo se  u n io n  w ith  G o d  b u t is g rav e ly  ill, is b e in g  in sp ired  b y  G o d  in  ce rta in  

co u rses— th e  o u tco m e  o f  th e  en q u iry  w ill b e  o b scu re , b u t w h eth er  th e  o b scu rity  is  fro m  ab o v e  o r  fro m  

b e low  w ill d ep en d  u p o n  th e  m etho d  p u rsu ed .

3 7  O n e  o f  th e  co u n c ils  o f  th e  C h u rch  say s  th e  sam e  w ith  S t. P ro sper: "T h a t so m e  a re  sav ed  is  th e  g ift o f  

H im  w h o  sav es; th a t so m e  p erish  is th e  fau lt o f  th em  th a t p erish "  (C o u n c il o f  C h ie rsy . D en z in g er, n . 3 1 8 ).

3 8  C f. D ic tio n n a ire d e  la  B ib le , a rt. Jo b . T h e  b rie f  su m m aries g iven  o f  th e  lo n g  d isco u rses  o f  lo b  an d  Iris  

frien d s a re  tak en  fro m  C ram p o n 's  tran sla tio n .

3 9  C f. th e  C o m m en ta ry  o f  S t. T h o m as  o n  th e  B o o k  o f  Jo b . ch ap s. 4 . 6 , 8 . 9  (le sso n  in  its en tire ty ), 1 9 , 2 8 . 

A g ain  S t. T h o m as, la  Ilae . q . 8 7 , a . 7 . 8 ; D e  M alo . q . 5 , a . 4 ; an d  th e  C o m m en ta ry  o n  S t. Jo h n , 9 :2 .



4 0  T h e  au th o r  h as  fo llo w ed  C ram p on 's  tran sla tio n  o f  th e  d isco u rses o f  Jo b  an d  h is  frien d s . T h e  read in g  o f  

Jo b  3 : 2 6  is th a t o f  th e  R ev ised  V ersio n . T h e  D o u ay  V ersio n , fo llo w in g  th e  V u lg a te , h as: "H av e I  n o t 

d issem b led ?  H av e I n o t  k ep t s ilen ce?  H av e I n o t  b een  q u ie t?" [T r.]

4 1  D ic tion n a ire  d e  la  B ib le , a rt. Jo b . co l. 1 5 6 0

4 2  L e  H ir.

4 3  C f. D ic tion n a ire  d e  la  B ib le , a rt. Jo b . co l. 1 5 7 4 .

4 4  S o m e  o f  th e  ex p ressio n s  G o d  u ses  h ere  to  d esc rib e  th e  s tren g th  w ith  w h ich  H e  h as  en d o w ed  th ese  

m o n ste rs  recall  w h at th eo lo g y  h as  to  say  ab o u t  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  d ev il. A s n a tu re , as  rea lity  an d  g o o d n ess , 

h e  is s till lo ved  b y  G o d , fo r  h e  is s till H is w o rk . W e  a re  rem in d ed , to o , th a t, as S t. T h o m as  say s, th e  d ev ils  

co n tin u e  o f  th e ir n a tu re  to  lo v e  ex is ten ce  as  su ch  (a s  p resc ind in g  fro m  th e ir  u n h ap p y  co n d itio n ), an d  life as  

su ch ; an d  th e re fo re  th ey  co n tin u e  o f  th e ir v ery  n a tu re  to  lo v e  th e  au th o r  o f  th e ir life , H im  w h o m  as  th e ir  

ju d g e  th ey  h a te . N ev erth e less, ra th er  th an  ex ist  in  th e ir m iserab le  s ta te  th ey  w o u ld  p re fe r  n o t  to  ex is t a t a ll. 

(C f. S t. T h o m as. la . q . 6 0  a . 5 . ad  su m .)

4 5  W e  a re  rem in d ed  o f  M o ses re scu ed  fro m  th e  w ate rs  an d  th e  co n stan t  ass is tan ce  g iv en  to  h im  b y  th e  

L o rd .

4 6  A fte r th e  d ea th  o f  th e  ju s t o f  th e  O ld  T estam en t, th ey  h ad  to  aw ait in  lim b o th e  co m in g  o f  th e  R ed eem er  

w h o  w as  to  o p en  to  th em  th e  g a tes  o f  p a rad ise .

4 7  T h is is ex p la in ed  b y  S t. T h o m as, la , q . 2 2 . a . 2 : "W e  m u st say , h o w ev er, th a t a ll  th in g s  a re  su b jec t to  

d iv in e p ro v id en ce , n o t o n ly  in  g en era l b u t ev en  in  th e ir o w n  in d iv id u a l se lv es. T h is is m ad e  ev iden t th us . 

F o r  s in ce  ev ery  ag en t ac ts  fo r  an  en d . th e  o rd erin g  o f  e ffec ts  to w ard  th a t en d  ex tend s  as  fa r  as  th e  cau sa lity  

o f  th e  firs t ag en t ex ten d s.... B u t th e  cau sa lity  o f  G o d  ex tend s  to  a ll b e ing , n o t  o n ly as  to  th e  co n stitu en t 

p rin c ip les o f  sp ec ies , b u t a lso  as  to  th e  in d iv id u a liz in g p rin c ip les ; n o t o n ly  o f  th in g s in co rru p tib le , b u t a lso  

o f  th in g s  co rru p tib le . H en ce  a ll th in g s  th a t ex is t in  w h atso ev er  m aim er  a re  n ecessa rily  d irected  b y  G o d  

to w ard  so m e  en d ; as  th e  A p o stle  say s: 'T h o se  th in g s  th a t a re  o f  G o d  a re  o rd a in ed  b y  H im ' (R o m . 1 3 :1 ). 

S in ce  p ro v id en ce  is n o th in g  le ss  th an  th e  ty p e  o f  th e  o rd er  o f  th in g s  to  an  en d . w e  m u st  say  th a t  a ll th in g s  

a re  su b jec t  to  it. '. S t. T h o m as  a lso  say s. la , q . 2 2 , a . 3  : "G o d  h as  im m ed ia te p ro v id en ce  o v er  ev ery th in g , 

ev en  th e  sm allest; an d  w h atso ev er  cau ses  H e  assig n s  to  ce rta in  e ffec ts . H e  g iv es  th em  th e  p o w er  to  p ro d u ce  

th ese  e ffec ts. A s  to  th e  ex ecu tio n  o f  th is o rd er  o f  p ro v id en ce , G o d  g o v ern s  th in g s in fe rio r  b y  su p erio r, n o t 

o n  acco u n t  o f  an y  d efec tio n  in  H is p o w er, b u t in  o rd er  to  im p art to  c rea tu res (e sp ec ia lly  to  th o se  o f  th e  

h ig h er o rd er), th e  d ig n ity  o f  cau sa lity .  " T h u s  to  m en  h as  b een  g iv en  d o m in io n  o v er  d o m estic  an im als  

w h ich , b y  th e ir  d o c ile o b ed ien ce , a re  o f  assis tan ce  to  h im  in  h is lab o rs . W h at S t. T h o m as  say s  in  th e  la , q . 

2 2 , a . 4 , m ay  b e  su m m ed  u p  as  fo llo w s: P ro v id en ce  d o es  n o t  d estro y  h u m an  libe rty , b u t  h as  o rd a in ed  fro m  

a ll e te rn ity  th a t w e  sh o u ld  ac t  free ly . T h e  d iv in e ac tio n  n o t o n ly  d irec ts  u s  to  ac t, b u t  d irec ts  u s  to  ac t  free ly ; 

it ex tend s  to  th e  v ery  free  m o d e  o f  o u r  ac ts, w h ich  it  p ro d u ces  in  u s  an d  w ith  o u r  co -o p era tio n , in so m u ch  as  

it is m o re  in tim a te ly p resen t to  u s  th an  w e  a re  to  o u rse lv es. C f. la , q . 1 9 , a . 8 .

4 8  T h a t is th e  m y stery  S t. P au l sp eak s  o f  in  th e  E p istle to  th e  R o m an s, 9 : 6 .

4 9  C f. S t. T h o m as, la , q . 2 0 , a . 3 : "S in ce  G o d 's  lo v e  is th e  cau se  o f  g o o d n ess  in  th in g s, n o  o n e  th in g  w o u ld  

b e  b e tte r  th an  an o the r, if  G o d  d id  n o t  w ill a  g rea te r  g o o d  fo r  it th an  fo r  th e  o th e r.  "

5 0  T rea tise  o n  th e  L o v e  o f  G o d , tr . b y  M ack ey , O .S .B ., B k . V III, ch ap . 3 : "H o w  w e  a re to  co n fo rm  

o u rse lv es  to  th e  d iv in e w ill w h ich  is ca lled  th e  s ig n ified  w ill." A g ain , ch ap s. 4 -7  an d  ch ap . 1 4 : "A  sh o rt 

m etho d  to  k n o w  G o d 's  w ill" ; B k . IX , ch ap . 1  : "O f  th e  u n io n  o f  o u r  w ill w ith  th a t d iv in e w ill w h ich  is ca lled  

th e  w ill o f  g o o d  p leasu re .  " A g ain , ch ap s. 2 -6  an d  ch ap . 1 5 . S ee  a lso  S p iritu a l C o n fe ren ces , tr . b y  M ack ey , 

O .S .B ., C o n fe ren ce  II , "O n  C o n fiden ce ,"  an d  C o n fe ren ce  X V , "O n  th e  W ill o f  G o d ."



5 1  D isco u rs su r  l 'ac te  d 'ab an do n  a  D ieu ; a lso  E ta ts  d 'o ra iso n , B k . V III, ch ap . 9 .

5 2  L e  p lu s p arfa it, o u  D es  v o ies  in té rieu res la  p lu s g lo rifian te p o u r  D ieu  e t la  p lu s san c tifian te  p o u r  fam e , 

p u b lish ed  in 1 6 8 3 , n ew  ed itio n  w ith  n o tes  b y  P ere  N o b le, O .P . T h e  au th o r  sh o w s  h o w  th is in te rio r  w ay  

in v o lv es the  p rac tice  o f  th e  liv e lies t fa ith , th e  m o st co n fid en t  h o p e , an d  th e  p u res t  lo v e ; h e  sh o w s, to o , th a t 

it is a  w ay  w h ich  is su ited  to  ev ery  in te rio r so u l.

5 3  A b an d on m en t to  d iv in e p ro v id en ce , n ew  ed itio n , in c lu d in g  th e  le tte rs o f  th e  au th o r  an d  rev ised  w ith  th e  

ad d itio n  o f  ap p en d ices  b y  P ere  H . R am iere , 2  v o ls . A b ridg ed  E d .. I  v o l. E n g lish  tran sla tio n  E . J . S trick lan d .

5 4  B y  th e  g ift o f  fea r, h o p e  is p rev en ted  fro m  tu rn in g  to  p resu m p tio n , as  m ag n an im ity  is  p rev en ted  b y  

h u m ility fro m  d eg en era tin g  in to  p rid e . C f. S t. T h o m as, Ila llae . q . 1 9 ,1 0 ; q . 1 6 0 , a . 2 ; q . 1 6 1 , a . 1 ; q . 1 2 9 . a . 

3  ad  4 u m . T h ey  a re  co m p lem en ta ry  v irtu es  w h ich , b y  th e ir  in te rco n nec tio n , b a lan ce  an d  s tren g th en  o n e  

an o the r, an d  th u s  th ey  in c rease  to g e the r.

5 5  C f. S t. F ran c is d e  S a les , T h e  L o v e  o f  G o d , B k . V III, ch ap . 5 : "O f  th e  co n fo rm ity  o f  o u r  w ill w ith  th a t 

w ill o f  G o d  w h ich  is m ad e  k n o w n  to  u s  b y  H is co m m an d m en ts" ; B k . IX , ch ap . 1  : "O f  th e  u n io n  o f  o u r  w ill 

w ith  th a t d iv in e w ill w h ich is  ca lled  th e  w ill o f  g o o d  p leasu re ." S o  a lso  ch ap s. 2 -6 . B o ssu e t, E ta ts  d 'o ra iso n , 

B k . V III, ch ap . 9 , say s  : "C h ris tian  in d iffe ren ce  b e in g  o u t  o f  th e  q u estio n  w h ere  th e  ex p ressed  w ill o f  G o d  is  

co n cern ed , w e  m u st  re s tric t it, as S t. F ran c is d e  S a les  d o es , to  ce rta in  ev en ts  co n tro lled  b y  H is w ill o f  g o o d  

p leasu re , w h o se  so v ere ig n  co m m an d s  d e te rm in e  th e  d a ily o ccu rren ces  in  th e  co u rse  o f  life . "

D o m  V ital L eh o d ey , H o ly A b an d on m ent, tr . b y  L u d d y , O . C ist., p . 1 2 3 , say s: "In  sh o rt, th e  g o o d  p leasu re  

o f  G o d  is th e  d o m ain  o f  ab an d on m en t, H is ex p ressed  w ill, o f  o b ed ien ce ."

5 6  C f. S t. T h o m as, la . q . 1 9 , a . 1 1 , 1 2 : "O n  th e  w ill o f  ex p ress io n  in  G o d ."  C erta in  ev en ts , su ch  as  th e  d ea th  

o f  an o the r, h av e  g rea t s ig n ifican ce. A s S t. T h o m as  p o in ts  o u t (ib id .) , s in s a lso  a re  p erm itted  b y  G o d —  

p erso n a l s ins , lik e  th e  th ree fo ld  d en ia l in  S t. P e te r's  life , w h ich  G o d  p erm itted  so  as  to  m ak e  h im  m o re  

h u m b le ; s in s a lso  th a t o th e rs  co m m it  ag a in st u s, ac ts  o f  in ju stice  w h ich  G o d  p erm its  th a t  w e  m ay  d eriv e  

sp iritua l p ro fit  fro m  th em , as  H e  p erm itted  th e  p ersecu tio n s  ag a in st  th e  C h u rch .

5 7  C f. S t. T h o m as, la  Ilae , q . 1 9 , a . 1 0 : "W h eth er  it is n ecessa ry  fo r  th e  h u m an  w ill, in  o rd er  to  b e  g o o d , to  

b e  co n fo rm ed  to  th e  d iv in e  w ill, as  reg a rd s  th e  tilin g s w ill?"

5 8  P ere  d e  C au ssade , L 'ab and o n , V o l. II , A p p . I , p . 2 7 9

5 9  R o m . 8 : 3 1 -3 9

6 0  C f. S t. F ran c is  d e  S a les . T h e  L o v e  o f  G o d , B k . V III. ch ap . 5 ; B k . IX , ch ap s. 1 -7

6 1  C f. S t. F ran c is  d e  S a les , lo c . c it. , an d  S p iritu a l C o n fe ren ces , II , X V ; D e  C au ssade , A b an d o n , II , 2 7 9  

(A p p . 2 ). C f. a lso  D o m  V ita l L eh o d ey , H o ly A b an d on m ent, P art  III: "O n  ab an d on m ent  in  th e  n a tu ra l g o o d s  

o f  th e  b o d y  (h ea lth  an d  s ick n ess)" , p p . 1 6 6  ff . ; "o n  ab an d on m ent  o f  th o se  o f  th e  m in d  (th e  u n eq u a l 

d istrib u tio n  o f  th ese  g ifts)" , p p . 1 9 1  ff .  ; "o n  ab an d o n m en t  o f  o n e 's  o w n  g o o d  estim a tio n  in  o th e rs  

(h u m ilia tio n s an d  p ersecu tio n s)" , p p . 2 0 7  ff .; "o n  ab an d on m ent  in  th e  sp iritu a l v arie ties o f  th e  co m m o n  w av  

(fa ilu res an d  fau lts, tr ia ls an d  co n so la tio n s)" , p p . 2 4 4  ff . ; "ab an d o nm en t  in  th e  sp iritu a l v arie tie s o f  th e  

m y stica l w ay ,"  p p . 2 4 4  ff .

6 2  T h ere  a re  in s tan ces w h ere  a  life h as  b een  co m p le te ly  ch an g ed  b y  tr ia ls , as m ay  b e  seen  fro m  th e  

b io g rap h y  o f  A b b é  G ira rd , en titled , V in g t-deu x  an s  d e  m arty r  A fte r rece iv in g  th e  d iaco n a te . th is sa in tly  

p riest  co n tracted  tu b e rcu lo sis  o f  th e  b o n es  an d  fo r  tw en ty -tw o  y ears  w as  co n fin ed  to  h is  b ed  in  th e  c ru e les t 

su fferin g , w h ich  h e  o ffe red  u p  each  d ay  fo r  th e  p riests  o f  liis  g en era tio n . H ere w as  o n e  w h o  to  liis g rea t 



g rie f  w as  n ev er  ab le  to  ce leb ra te  m ass, an d  y e t  h e  w as  d a ily  u n ited  to  o u r  L o rd 's sac rifice  p erp e tu a ted  o n  

th e  a lta r. F ar  fro m  b reak in g  u p  liis v o ca tio n  s ick ness  tran sfig u red  it.

6 3  C f S t. T h o m as, Ila llae , q . 7 2 , a . 3 ; q . 7 3 . a . 3  ad  3 u m .

6 4  C f. S t. T h o m as, "O n  th e  d eg rees  o f  h u m ility , " Ila llae , q . 1 6 1 , a . 6

6 5  C f. S t. F ran c is  d e  S a les , T h e  L o v e  o f  G o d , B k . IX , ch ap . 5 . an d  B o ssu e t. E ta ts  d 'o ra iso n , B k . V III, ch ap . 

9

6 6  C f. S t. T h o m as, la , q . 6 0 . a . 5

6 7  T h a t su ch  is  th e  teach in g  o f  S t. T h o m as, w e  h av e  sh o w n  a t  len g th  e lsew h ere . C f. L 'A m o u r  d e  D ieu  e t la  

C ro ix  d e  Jesu s , I , 7 7 -1 5 0

6 8  C erta in  au th o rs  h av e  sp o k en  o f  th e  v irtu e  o f  se lf-ab an do n m ent. In  rea lity  th e  ac t  o f  se lf-ab an d o n m en t 

h as  its so u rce  n o t  in  a  sp ecia l  v irtu e , b u t  in  th e  th ree  th eo lo g ica l v irtues  co m b in ed  w ith  th e  g ift o f  p ie ty .

6 9  C f. P iny , L e  p lu s  p arfa it, ch ap . 7 .

7 0  Ib id .

7 1  In  th e  liv es o f  m an y  sa in ts  w e  see  h o w  th e  ap p a llin g ca lu m n ies th ey  h ad  to  en d u re  b ecam e, b y  G o d 's  

p erm iss io n , th e  o ccasio n  o f  a  m arv e lo u s  in c rease  in  th e ir lo v e  fo r  H im

7 2  C f. S t. T h o m as, Ila llae , q . 1 2 9 , a . 6

7 3  W e  a re  esp ec ia lly  rem ind ed  o f  th is , th e  fo rm al  m o tiv e  o f  h o p e , in  th e  n am e  o f  Jesu s , w h ich  m ean s  

S av io r, an d  in  v ario u s  title s g iv en  to  th e  B lessed  V irg in : H elp o f  C h ristian s . R efu g e  o f  S in n ers . O u r  L ad y  o f  

P erp e tu a l H elp

7 4  C f. P in v . L e  p lu s  p arfa it ch ap . 8

7 5  R ead , fo r  in s tan ce , th e  life  o f  B lessed  C o tto len g o . T h ere  it w ill b e  seen  w h at  a  ten d er  lo v e  G o d  h ad  fo r  

th is so u l  so  ad m irab ly re s ig ned  to  p ro v id en ce , an d  h o w  a lm ig h ty  G o d  b lessed  h is  p icco la  casa  in  T u rin , 

w h ere  assis tan ce  is g iv en  d a ily to  ten  th o u san d  p o o r. H ere  is o n e  o f  th e  m o st  s trik in g  in s tan ces  o f  G o d 's  

g o o d ness  to  u s. If  th e  s ta rs  in  th e  h eav en s  ch an t  th e  g lo rie s o f  G o d , m u ch  m o re  d o  w o rk s  o f  m ercy  su ch  as  

th is

7 6  S t. F ran c is  d e  S a les , S p iritu a l C o n fe ren ces , tr . b y  M ack ey , O .S .B ., C o n fe ren ce  n , p . 2 5 . T h e  in te rio r 

co n v ic tio n  ex p ressed  in  th is  p assag e , as  p ro ceed in g  fro m  th e  th eo lo g ica l v irtues  an d  th e  g ifts o f  th e  H o ly  

G h o st, fa r  su rp asses  an y  th eo lo g ica l sp ecu latio n

7 7  In  th e  S eco n d  B o o k  o f  K in g s it is re la ted  h o w  S em ei, a  k in sm an  o f  S au l, rev iled th e  p ro p h e t  D av id , 

castin g  s ton es  a t  h im  an d  cu rsin g  h im . W h en  o n e  o f  D av id 's  o ffice rs  w o u ld  h av e  g o n e  o u t  to  s lay  th e  

rev ile r, D av id  sa id : "L e t h im  a lo n e an d  le t h im  cu rse : fo r  th e  L o rd  h a th  b id  h im  cu rse  D av id . A n d  w h o  is h e  

th a t sh a ll d are  say , W h y  h a th  h e  d o n e  so ? ... L et h im  a lo n e th a t h e  m ay  cu rse  as  th e  L o rd  h a th  b id d en  h im . 

P erh ap s  th e  L o rd  m ay  lo o k  u p o n  m y  a fflic tio n  an d  th e  L o rd  m ay  ren d er  m e  g o o d  fo r  th e  cu rsin g  o f  th is  

d ay " (II  K in g s 1 6 : 6  ff .)  T h is rem in d s  u s  o f  o u r  L o rd 's  w o rd s  d u rin g  H is  p assio n  w h en , co u n se lin g  P e te r  to  

b e  ca lm , H e  a llo w ed  H im se lf to  b e  led  aw ay  b y  th e  a rm ed  so ld ie ry ' w ith  Ju d as  a t  th e ir h ead  an d  h ea led  

M alch u s, w h o m  P e te r  h ad  w o u n d ed  w ith  h is sw o rd . W e  m eet w ith  m an y  su ch  in c id en ts in  th e  liv es o f  th e  

sa in ts , w h ere  th e  u n fo reseen  o p p o rtu n ity  is se ized  u p o n  so  so o n  as it p resen ts itse lf.



7 8  S ee  I  K in g s 2 : 6 ; D en t. 3 2 :3 9 ; T o b ias 1 3 :2 ; W is. 1 6 : 1 3

7 9  A b an d o nm en t to  D iv ine  P ro v id en ce . B k . 1 . ch ap . 2 . p . 2 5 .

8 0  H ere in  is  th e  ex p lan a tio n  o f  a ll th a t su p ern a tu ra l  g o o d  w h ich  sa in ts lik e  th e  C u ré  o f  A rs  h av e  d o n e  fo r  

so u ls . W ith  n o  g rea t th eo lo g ica l lea rn in g , h e  n ev erth e less h ad  th e  d eep est in s ig h t in to  G o d 's  d ea lin g s w ith  

so u ls  o f  ev ery  co n d itio n , an d  th u s, w ith  v ery  little tim e  fo r  re flec tio n , h e  w o u ld  in  o n e  d ay  g iv e  to  h u n d red s  

o f  p erso n s  th e  so u n d  co u n se l  w h ich  th e ir  im m ed ia te  n eed s  req u ired

8 1  Ib id ., p . 2 7 .

8 2  A b an d o n m en t to  D iv in e P ro v id en ce , B k . I , ch ap . 2 . sec . 5 , p . 2 3 .

8 3  Ib id . sec . 3 , p . 2 6 . A t least  tliis is o ften  th e  case , th o u g h  an  ac t  th a t is in  n o  w ay  d isag reeab le m ay  o ften  

b e  v ery  m erito rio us , su ch  as  th e  p ray er  o f  a  sa in t  in  tim es  o f  co n so la tio n .

8 4  Ib id . sec . 3 , p . 1 9

8 5  Ib id .

8 6  C f. S t. T h o m as, Ila  Ilae , q . 2 4 . a . 6  ad  2 u m

8 7  In tro d u c tio n  to  th e  D ev o u t L ife , P art III , ch ap . 1  : "O p p o rtu n ity  is se ld o m  g iv en  fo r  th e  ex erc ise  o f  

fo rtitu d e , m ag n an im ity , o r  m u nificen ce  b u t  m eek n ess  tem p eran ce , m o d esty , an d  h u m ility  a re  v irtu es  

w h erew ith  a ll th e  ac tio n s o f  o u r  life sh o u ld  b e  tem p ered . T h ere  a re  o th e r  v irtues  m o re  ex ce llen t, it is tru e , 

b u t  th e  p rac tice  o f  th ese  is m o re  n ecessa ry . S u g ar  is m o re  ex ce llen t th an  sa lt, b u t sa lt is m o re  n ecessa ry  an d  

m o re  g en era l in  its  u se . T h ere fo re  w e  sh o u ld  a lw ay s h av e  a  g o o d ly  su p p ly  o f  th ese  g en era l  v irtues read y  to  

h an d , s in ce  w e  n eed  th em  a lm o st  co n tin u a lly .  " In  th e  ex erc ise  o f  th e  v irtu es  w e  sh o u ld  a lw ay s  p re fe r  th a t 

w h ich  is m o st  co n fo rm ab le  w ith  o u r  d u ty , n o t  th a t  w h ich  is m o st  ag reeab le  to  o u r  ta s te .... E ach  o n e  sh o u ld  

p rac tice  th o se  v irtues  in  p articu la r  w h ich  a re  m o st  req u ired  fo r  th e  s ta te  o f  life to  w h ich  h e  is ca lled .  " O f  the  

v irtu es  th a t h av e  n o  im m ed ia te co n n ec tio n  w ith  o u r  p articu la r  d u ty , w e  m u st  p re fe r  th e  m o re  ex ce llen t to  

th e  m o re  o sten ta tio u s . C o m ets  u su a lly  ap p ear g rea te r  th an  s ta rs  an d  to  o u r  ey es  o ccu p y  fa r  g rea te r  sp ace , 

w h ereas  in  rea lity th ey  a re  n o t  to  b e  co m p ared  w ith  th e  s ta rs e ith e r  in  m ag n itu d e  o r  q u a lity .... H en ce  it is  

th a t  th e  o rd in a ry  ru n  o f  m en  u su a lly  p re fe r  co rp ora l  a lm s  to  sp iritu a l. .. b o d ily  m o rtifica tio n s  to  m eek ness. .. 

m o d esty  an d  o th e r  m o rtifica tio n s  o f  th e  h eart, th o u g h  th ese  a re  fa r  m o re  ex ce llen t." Ib id . ch ap . 2 : "Y ea , 

P h ilo th ea , th e  K in g  o f  g lo ry  d o es n o t rew ard  H is se rv an ts  acco rd in g  to  th e  d ig n ity  o f  th e  o ffices  th ey  h o ld , 

b u t  acco rd in g  to  th e  lo v e an d  h u m ility w ith  w h ich  th ey  ex erc ise  th em ."

8 8  C f. S t. T h o m as, Ila  Ilae , q . 1 8 , a . 9 .

8 9  If  b y  G o d 's  g race  su ch  a  so u l  reco v ers itse lf  an d  b eg in s  to  fo llo w  th e  w ay  o f  tru e  h u m ility , it m ay  

re su m e  its  u p w ard  co u rse  fro m  th e  p o in t it h ad  a lread y  reach ed , w ith o u t  b e in g  o b lig ed  to  s ta rt ag a in  fro m  

th e  b eg in n in g . T h e  reaso n  is  th a t ev en  a fte r  m o rta l s in , th e  so u l  w h o se  rep en tan ce  is p ro p o rtio n a te  to  th e  

o ffen se  w ill reco v er  th e  g race  it h as lo st in  th e  sam e  d eg ree  as  it h ad  reach ed  b efo re  th e  fa ll. C f. S t. 

T h o m as. Illa , q . 8 9 . a . 2 , c . e t  ad  2 u m ; a . 5  ad  3 u m .

9 0  A b an d o n m en t to  D iv in e P ro v id en ce . B k . I ch ap . 2 , sec . 1 2 , p . 3 5 .

9 1  M att. 6 :3 4

9 2  L u k e 1 6 : 1 0

9 3  S . T h o m as, in  Jo an n . 8 : 1 2



9 4  S ee  I C o r. 2 :6 .

9 5  A b an d o n m en t to  D iv in e  P ro v iden ce , p p . 8 1 -8 3 .

9 6  C o m m en t, in  E p ist. ad  P h ilip p . 1 :2 1 .

9 7  S ee  3 e  E n tre tien , ch ap s . 8 ff

9 8  T h e  D ia lo g u e o f  th e  S eraph ic  V irg in  C ath erine  o f  S ien a , tr . b y  A lg ar T h o ro ld , p p . 2 2  -2 3

9 9  In  u s  an  ac t o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . b e in g  th e  ac t  o f  a  c rea tu re , m u st  a lw ay s  b e  fin ite , b u t is in fin ite b y  

reaso n  o f  its o b jec t an d  m o tiv e .

1 0 0  D ia lo g u e , ch ap s. 5 an d 7 ;p p . 1 0 . 1 3 , 1 4 .

1 0 1  Ib id , ch ap s. 3  an d 4 :p p . 4 . 8

1 0 2  Ib id , ch ap . 1 ; p . 2 . 1 0 3  Ib id ., ch ap , g ; p . 2 0

1 0 4  Ib id ., ch ap s. 6 , 7 , 8 9 , 9 0 ; p p . 1 0 . 1 3 , 1 6 , 1 6 9  f . 1 0 5  Ib id , ch ap . 6 4 ; p . 1 1 7

1 0 6  Ib id ., ch ap s. 8 5  an d  9 6 ; p p . 1 5 8 -1 6 0 , 1 8 6  f .

1 0 7  C f. S t. T h o m as, Ila llae , q . 1 8 4 . a . 3 , c . e tad 2 u m

1 0 8  Ib id .

1 0 9  D ia lo g u e , ch ap . 1 1 ; p . 2 5

1 1 0  Ib id ., ch ap . 4 7 ; p . 8 9

1 1 1  It is in  th is sp irit th a t S t. F ran c is  d ran k  in  th e  b eau ty  o f  an  U m b rian  lan d scap e ; th u s , to o , th e  g rea t 

co n tem p la tives o f  th e  N eth erlan d s , lik e R u y sb ro eck . d e ligh ted  in  th e  in d e fin ab le ch arm  o f  F lan d ers  an d  its  

w id e , s ilen t p la in s w ith  th e ir ten d er  an d  v aried  v erd u re , to  b e  seen  n o w h ere  e lse , an d  th e ir av en u es  o f  

p o p la rs  w av in g  in  th e  b reeze. T h u s  d o  th e  p eo p le  o f  th e  E ast d e ligh t in  th e  b eau ty  o f  th e  s ta rry  sk ies a t 

n ig h t an d  fo llo w  th e  co u rse  o f  th e  p lan ets  am o n g  th e  fix ed  s ta rs, co u n tin g  o u t  th e  h o u rs  o n  th is  g rea t c lo ck  

o f  th e  sk ies ."  T h e  h eav en s sh o w  fo rth  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d " (P s . 1 8 :1 ).

1 1 2  D ia lo g u e , ch ap s. 2 , 1 1 0 ;P P . 3 . 2 1 8

1 1 3  Ib id ., ch ap s. 7 6 , 7 7 . 1 4 0 ; P P . 1 4 2 , 1 4 4 , 3 1 9

1 1 4  Ib id ., ch ap . 6 5 ; p . 1 2 0 .

1 1 5  Ib id ., ch ap . 6 6 ; P P . 1 2 1 , 1 2 5

1 1 6  Ib id ., ch ap . 6 6 ; p . 1 2 2

1 1 7  Ib id ., p p . 1 2 4  f .

1 1 8  Ib id ., ch ap . 8 4 ; p . 1 5 7



1 1 9  T h is  d o es  n o t m ean  th a t S t. T h o m as  acqu ired  th ro u g h  p ray er  a  k n o w led g e  o f  n ew  co n c lu sio n s , n ew  

th eses : it m ean s  th a t am o n g  th e  p rin c ip les h e  h ab itu a lly co n tem p la ted  th e re  w ere  so m e  th a t s to o d  o u t in  

p ray er  in  a ll th e ir  tran scen den ce  as  th e  c ro w n  an d  su m m it o f  d o c trin e  illu m in a ting a ll th e  re s t. It w as  in  

p ray er, fo r  in s tan ce , th a t h e  saw  c lea rly  th e  tran scen d en ce  an d  u n iv e rsality  o f  th e  p rin c ip le h e  fo rm u la tes  in  

la , q . 2 0 , a . 3  : "S in ce  th e  lo v e o f  G o d  is th e  cau se  o f  g o o d n ess  in  c rea tu res, n o n e  w o u ld  b e  b e tte r  th an  

an o the r, w ere  it n o t  m o re  b e lo v ed  o f  G o d .  " In  th is p rin c ip le is v irtu a lly co n ta in ed  th e  w h o le  trea tise  o n  

p red estin a tio n  an d  g race , w h ich  is n o  m o re  th an  a  co ro llary  d raw n  fro m  it

1 2 0  S t. Jo h n  o f  th e  C ro ss , D ark  N igh t, B k . I . ch ap . 1 4  (in it.) : "P ro g ressiv es  an d  p ro fic ien ts  a re  in  th e  

illu m in a tiv e w ay ; th e re  G o d  n o u rish es  an d  s tren g th en s  th e  so u l  b y  in fu sed  co n tem p la tio n .  "

1 2 1  D ia lo g u e , ch ap . 8 5 ; p p . 1 5 8 -1 5 9 .

1 2 2  C f. S t. T h o m as, la llae , q . 6 8 , a . 5 . : T h ere  is a  co n n ec tio n  b e tw een  th e  g ifts an d  ch arity , an d  th u s  th ey  

d ev e lo p  to g e th e r. E sp ec ia lly in tim ate is th e  re la tio n  b e tw een  th e  g ift o f  w isd o m  an d  ch arity  (c f. Ila  Ilae , q . 

4 5 , a . 2 -5 ).

1 2 3  D ia lo g u e , ch ap . 8 5 ; p . 1 6 0

1 2 4  Ib id ., ch ap . 2 8 ; p . 5 4

1 2 5  C f. S t. T h o m as. Ila  Ilae , q . 2 4 . a . 3  ad 2 u m

1 2 6  D ia lo g u e , ch ap s. 8 9 , 4 , 7 2 ; p p . 1 6 6 , 6 , 1 3 5

1 2 7  Ib id .,, ch ap .. 8 9 ; p . 1 6 6

1 2 8  Ib id ., ch ap s. 6 0  an d  6 1 ; p p . 1 1 1 -1 12

1 2 9  Ib id ., ch ap s. 4 3 , 5 9 , 1 4 6 ; p p . 7 8 , 1 0 8 , 3 3 6

1 3 0  Ib id ., ch ap s. 2 4 , 4 5 ; p p . 4 7 , 8 5

1 3 1  Ib id ., ch ap . 9 5 ; p . 1 8 3

1 3 2  C f. D ia lo g u e , ch ap . 8 9 ; p p . 1 6 6 f. C f  a lso  ch ap . 9 1  o n  th e  tears  o f  fire , th o se  w h o lly  in te rio r  tears  th e  

sa in ts sh ed  a t th e  s ig h t  o f  so u ls  b e in g  lo s t; th ey  can n o t  w eep  sen sib le  tea rs , w h ich  w o u ld  b rin g  th em  so m e  

re lief. T h ere  a re  th u s  fiv e  so rts  o f  tears  (c f. ch ap . 8 8 ; p . 1 6 4 ) : (a )  th e  tea rs  o f  w o rld lin g s  o v er  th e  lo ss  o f  the  

tilin g s  o f  th is w o rld ; (b )  th e  tears  o f  s lav es  w h o  a re  w h o lly  d o m ina ted  b y  se rv ile fea r  an d  w eep  o v er  th e  

ch astisem en t  th ey  h av e  in cu rred ; (c )  th e  tears  o f  m ercen ary  se rv an ts  w h o  d o  in d eed  w eep  o v er  s in , b u t  a lso  

o v er  th e  lo ss  o f  co n so la tio n s; (d )  th e  tears  o f  th e  p erfect  w h o  w eep  o v er  th e  o ffen se  g iv en  to  G o d  an d  th e  

lo ss o f  so u ls ; (e )  th e  tears  o f  th e  ab so lu te ly  p erfec t  w h o  w eep  b esid es  o v er  th e ir  ex ile , w h ich  d ep riv es  th em  

o f  th e  v is io n  o f  G o d  an d  an  in d isso lu b le u n io n  w ith  H im .

1 3 3  C f. S t. T h o m as, Illa , q . 4 6 , a . 8

1 3 4  T h e  re fe ren ce  h ere  is to  an  in d iv id u a l ca ll, n o t m ere ly  a  g en era l o n e . F o r  m an y , h o w ev er, th e  ca ll 

rem ain s  rem o te ; it b eco m es  an  im m ed ia te  ca ll o n ly  fo r  th o se  w h o  a re  p rep ared  to  lis ten

1 3 5  C f  D ia lo g u e , ch ap s . 5 3 , 5 4 ; p p . 1 0 0 -1 0 3

1 3 6  C f. S t. T h o m as, Ila  Ilae , q 4 5 , a . 2



1 3 7 1 a , q . 2 1 , a . 4

1 3 8  C f. T h e  C an tic le o f  A n n a , I  K in g s 2 :1 -1 0 . an d  th e  M ag nificat

1 3 9  W e  h av e  an  in s tan ce  o f  th is in  recen t y ears  in  th e  sa in tly  A b b é G irard  o f  C o u tan ces . w h o se  life  o f  

su ffe rin g  is d esc rib ed  b y  M iriam  d e  G ira rd  in  V in g t-d eu x  an s  d e  m arty r. In  o th e r  cases , a tro cio u s  ca lu m n ies  

h av e  b een  th e  o ccasio n  o f  im m en se  sp iritu a l p ro g ress. D u ring  th e  p o n tifica te  o f  P ius  X  th e re  liv ed  in  R o m e  

a  d eep ly  C hristian  m an , A ris tid es L eo n o ri. an  a rch itec t, w h o  w as  re sp o nsib le  fo r  a  n u m b er  o f  b eau tifu l 

ch u rch es  in  v ario u s  co u n trie s . In  R o m e  h e  h ad  estab lish ed  a  w o rk  fo r  th e  p ro tec tio n  o f  y o u n g  o rp h an s . O n e  

o f  th em  fa lse ly  accu sed  h im  b efo re  th e  c iv il co u rts  o f  a  m o st  v ile  o ffen se , h av in g  b een  b rib ed  to  d o  so  b y  

th o se  h o stile  to  th is ch aritab le  w o rk . L eon o ri. liis h a ir w h iten ed  in  a  s in g le  n ig h t, ap p eared  b efo re  th e  co u rt 

an d  lis ten ed  to  th e  accusatio n  n o w  m ad e  p u b lic  ly ag a in st h im  b y  th is y o u th  fo r  w h o m  h e  h ad  d o n e  so  m u ch  

W h en  h e  h ad  en d ed , L eo n o ri lo o k ed  s tead ily  a t h im  an d  s im p ly sa id : "W h at co u ld  h av e  in d u ced  y o u  to  say  

su ch  th in g s , m y  frien d , a fter  a ll I h av e  d o n e  fo r  y o u  s in ce  y o u  w ere  a  ch ild ?" A t th is  th e  y o u th  co u ld  n o  

lo n g er re s tra in  h is em o tio n  an d  b u rst  in to  tea rs, co n fess in g  th a t h e  h ad  b een  p a id  to  b rin g  th is ly in g  ch arg e  

ag a in st L eo n o ri an d  th u s  d estro y  h is  w o rk . T h ere  m o st  d ec id ed ly  L eo n o ri fo u n d  th e  ro y a l ro ad  o f  th e  c ro ss . 

H e w as  a  g rea t  frien d  o f  P iu s X  an d  d ied  in  th e  o d o r  o f  san c tity

1 4 0  D ia lo g u e , ch ap . 3 6 ; p . 6 7 .

1 4 1  Ib id ., ch ap . 1 3 2 ; p . 2 8 8

1 4 2  Ib id ., p . 2 9 0 .

1 4 3  Ib id ., ch ap . 1 3 1 ; p . 2 8 4

1 4 4  S ee  II C o r. 5 : 1 0

1 4 5  P h il. 1 :2 3

1 4 6  S ee  II  T im . 4 : 8

1 4 7  H eb . 9 : 2 7

1 4 8  Im m ed ia te ly a fte r  th e  d ea th  o f  G ero n tiu s , N ew m an  p u ts  th ese  w o rd s  in to  th e  m o u th  o f  th e  an g e l 

g u ard ian :

"W h en  th en  - if  su ch  th y  lo t -  th o u  sees t  th y  Ju d g e , T h e  s ig h t o f  H im  w ill k in d le in  th y  h eart A ll ten d er, 

g rac io u s, rev e ren tia l th o u g h ts . T h o u  w ilt  b e  s ick  w ith  jo y , an d  y earn  fo r  H im  T h a t o n e  so  sw ee t sh o u ld  e 'e r  

h av e  p laced  H im se lf A t d isad v an tag e  su ch , as  to  b e  u sed  S o  v ile ly  b y  a  b e in g  so  v ile as  th ee . T h ere  is a  

p lead in g  in  H is p en siv e  ey es , W ill p ie rce  th ee  to  th e  q u ick , an d  tro u b le  th ee , A n d  th o u  w ilt h a te  an d  lo a th e  

th y se lf; fo r, th o u g h  N o w  s in less, th o u  w ilt  fee l th a t th o u  h ast s in n ed  A s n ev er  th o u  d id st fee l; an d  w ilt 

d esire  T o  s lin k  aw ay , an d  h id e  th ee  fro m  H is s ig h t; A n d  y e t w ilt h av e  a  lo n g in g  ey e  to  d w ell W ith in  th e  

b eau ty  o f  H is co u n ten an ce . A n d  th o se  tw o  p a in s , so  co u n te r  an d  so  k een -T h e  lo n g in g  fo r  H im , w h en  th o u  

seest H im  n o t; T h e  sh am e  o f  se lf  a t th o u g h t o f  see in g  H im  W ill b e  th y  v eries t, sh a rp est p u rg a to ry . It is  th e  

face  o f  th e  In ca rn a te  G o d  S h a ll sm ite  th ee  w ith  th a t k een  an d  su b tle  p a in ; A n d  y e t  th e  m em o ry  w h ich  it 

leav es w ill b e  A  so v ere ig n  feb rifu g e  to  h ea l th e  w o u n d : A n d  y e t w ith a l it w ill th e  w o u n d  p ro v o ke , A n d  

ag g rav a te  an d  w id en  it th e  m o re .  "  T h e  D ream  o f  G ero n tiu s . 7 1 0 -3 9 .

1 4 9  C f. S t. T h o m as. la llae , q . 8 7 . a . 3

1 5 0  C f. S t. T h o m as. la llae , q . 6 5 , a . 1 -3



1 5 1  T h en  w ill b e  rea lized  th o se  w o rd s  fro m  th e  C an tic le  o f  A n n a . I K in g s 2 : l- lo : "T h e  b o w  o f  th e  m ig h ty  

is o v erco m e: an d  th e  w eak  a re  g irt w ith  s tren g th . T h e  L o rd  k ille th an d  m ak e th  a liv e : H e  b rin g eth  d o w n  to  

h e ll an d  b rin g e th  b ack  ag a in . T h e  L o rd  m ak e th  p o o r  an d  m ak e th  rich : H e h u m b le th  an d  H e ex a lte th . ... H e  

lif te th  u p  th e  p o o r  fro m  th e  d u n gh ill: th a t h e  m ay  s it w ith  p rin ces , an d  h o ld  th e  th ro n e  o f  g lo ry .  " H ere  in  the  

O ld  T estam en t is  th e  p re lu d e  to  th e  M ag n ifica t

1 5 2  A  y o u n g  Jew , th e  so n  o f  an  A u strian  b an k er, w h o  k n ew  little  o f  th e  G o spe l  b ey o n d  th e  O u r  F a th er, w as  

o n e  d ay  g iv en  an  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  rev en g in g  h im se lf o n  an  en em y . B u t a t th e  v ery  m o m en t th e  o p p o rtu n ity ' 

p resen ted  itse lf , th e re  cam e  to  h is m ind  th e  w o rd s , "F o rg iv e  u s  o u r  tre sp asses  as  w e  fo rg iv e  th o se  w h o  

tre sp ass ag a in st u s.  " In s tead  o f  ca rry in g  o u t h is rev en g e , h e  fo rg av e  h is en em y  co m p le te ly  w ith  a ll Iris h eart, 

an d  im m ed ia te ly h is ey es  w ere  o p en ed : h e  saw  th e  G o spe l  ill a ll its m ajesty  an d  m o st firm ly b e liev ed . H e  

b ecam e  a  g o o d  C ath o lic an d  a fte rw ard s  a  p riest an d  re lig io u s o f  th e  O rd er  o f  S t. D o m in ic . T h e  k in gd o m  o f  

G o d  w as  rev ea led  to  h im  th e  v ery  m o m en t h e  fo rg ave .

1 5 3  C f. S t. T h o m as, la , q . 2 1 , a . 4

1 5 4  Jam es  2 :1 3

1 5 5  L o c., c it.

1 5 6  C f. S t. C atherin e  o f  S ien a , D ia lo g u e , ch ap . 3 0

1 5 7  O m n ip o ten s sem p ite rn e  D eu s, q u i ab u n d an tia  p ie ta tis tu ae  e t m erita  su p p licu m  ex ced is  e t v o ta ; e ffun d e  

su p er  n o s  m iserico rd iam  tu am : u t  d im itta s q u ae  co n sc ien tia  m etu it, e t ad jic ias q u o d  o ra tio n em  p raesu m it. 

P er  D o m in u m  n o stru m  Jesu m  C h ristu m  F iliu m , e tc .

1 5 8  L ife , ch ap . 7  (B o llan d is ts , A p ril 3 0 , p . 9 1 8 ).

1 5 9  L ette rs  o f  5 t. C atherin e o f  S ien a , tr . b y  S cu d d er, p . 1 1 3

1 6 0  S ee S t. T h o m as, la , q . 2 1 , a . 4  ad  lu m

1 6 1  D ia lo g u e , ch ap . 3 0

1 6 2  D ia lo g u e , ch ap . 3 2 .

1 6 3  P s. 8 8 : 2  ff . ; P s. 1 0 2 :8 -1 7

1 6 4  T r. b y  Iro n s; c f. T h e  H y m n s  o f  th e  B rev ia ry  an d  M issa l

1 6 5  In  th a t fin e  b o o k  o f  h is , L e  D o cteu r  A n g eliq u e, J . M arita in  h as se t d o w n  th is  p ro fo u n d  re flec tion : "H o w  

recon c ile  tw o  ap p aren tly  co n trad ic to ry  fac ts:  th e  fac t  th a t m o d ern  h is to ry  ap p ears  to  b e , as  B erd y aev  say s, 

o n  th e  th resh o ld  o f  n ew  M id d le A g e in  w h ich  th e  u n ity  an d  u n iv e rsality  o f  C h ristian  cu ltu re  w ill b e  

reco v ered  an d  ex ten d ed  th is tim e  to  th e  w h o le  u n ive rse , an d  th e  fac t th a t  th e  g en era l trend  o f  c iv iliza tio n  

seem s  to  b e  to w ard  th e  u n iv e rsa lism  o f  A n tich ris t an d  h is iro n  ro d  ra th e r  th an  to w ard  th e  u n iv e rsa lism  o f  

C h ris t an d  H is em an cip a to ry  law , an d  in  an y  ev en t to  fo rb id  th e  h o p e  o f  a  u n ifica tio n  o f  th e  w o rld  in  o n e  

u n iv e rsa l C h ristian  em p ire ."  A s fa r  as  I  am  co n cern ed , m y  an sw er  is as  fo llo w s:  I th in k  th a t  tw o  im m an en t 

ten d en cies  in te rsec t  a t  ev ery  p o in t in  th e  h is tory  o f  th e  w o rld . .. o n e  ten d en cy  d raw s  u p w ard  ev ery th in g  in  

th e  w o rld  w h ich  p artic ip a tes in  th e  d iv in e life o f  th e  C h u rch , w h ich  is in  th e  w o rld  b u t  n o t o f  th e  w o rld , an d  

fo llo w s  th e  a ttrac tio n  o f  C h rist, th e  h ead  o f  th e  h u m an  race .  "  T h e  o th e r  ten d en cy  d raw s  d o w n w ard  

ev ery th in g  in  th e  w o rld  w h ich  b e lo n g s  to  th e  p rin ce  o f  th e  w o rld .... H isto ry  su ffe rs  th ese  tw o  in te rn a l 

s tra in s  as  it m o v es  fo rw ard  in  tim e , an d  h u m an  a ffa irs a re  so  su b jec ted  to  a  d isten s  io n  o f  in c reasin g  fo rce  

u n til th e  fab ric  in  th e  en d  g iv es w ay . S o  th e  co ck le  g ro w s  u p  a lo n g  w ith  th e  w h ea t; th e  cap ita l o f  s in  



in c reases  th ro ug h o u t  th e  w h o le  co u rse  o f  h is to ry  an d  th e  cap ita l o f  g race  in c reases  a lso  an d  su p erab o u n d s. 

C h ristian  h ero ism  w ill o n e  d ay  b eco m e  th e  so le so lu tio n  fo r  th e  p ro b lem  o f  life .... T h en  w e  sh a ll d o u b tle ss  

see  co in c id en t w ith  th e  w o rst co n d itio n  in  h u m an  h is to ry  a  flo w erin g  o f  san c tity .  "  E n g lish  tr . b y  J . F . 

S can lan , S t. T h o m as  A q u in as, A n g e l o f  th e  S ch o o ls , p . 8 6

1 6 6  C h ap . 4 3 , n 5 0 .

1 6 7  D en z in g er, E n ch irid io n  S y m b o lo ru m , n . 8 0 4

1 6 8  A liq u a D ei  p raecep ta  h o m in ib u s  ju s tis  v o len tib u s e t  co n an tib u s , secu n d u m  p raesen tes q u as  h ab en t 

v ires , su n t  im p ossib ilia , d eest  q u o q u e  illis g ra tia  q u a  p o ssb ilia  fian t. D en z in g er, n . 1 0 9 2

1 6 9  S ess. V I, cap . 1 3 , an d  can o n  1 6 : D en z in g er, n n . 8 0 6 , 8 2 6

1 7 0  T h e  C o u n c il o f  T ren t d efined , S ess. V I, can . 2 2  (D en z. n . 8 3 2 ) : "If  an y o n e  sa ith th a t  th e  ju s tified  e ith e r  

is ab le  to  p ersev ere  w ith o u t  th e  sp ecia l h e lp  o f  G o d  in  th e  ju s tice rece iv ed : o r  th a t w ith  th a t  h e lp  h e  is n o t 

ab le : le t h im  b e  an a th em a ." (C f. n n . 8 0 4 , 8 0 6 .) T h e  te rm s  o f  th e  C o u n c il— " th e  g race  o f  fin a l p ersev eran ce  

is a  sp ecia l assis tan ce"— m u st  b e  rig h tly  u n d ersto o d  if  a ll am b ig u ity  is to  b e  av o id ed . T h ere  is n o  n ecessity  

fo r  a  n ew  ac tio n  o n  th e  p art  o f  G o d , fo r, as  w ill  b e  p o in ted  o u t sh o rtly , co n se rv a tio n  in  g race  is s im p ly  th e  

co n tin u a tio n  o f  its o rig in a l p ro d u c tio n , n o t  a  n ew  ac tio n . S o  a lso  fro m  th e  p o in t o f  v iew  o f  th e  so u l, it is  

en o u g h  fo r  th e  h ab itu a l g race  to  b e  p rese rv ed ; th e re  is n o  n eed  fo r  ev en  o n e  n ew  ac tu al  g race , as h ap p en s  in  

th e  case  o f  th e  ch ild  th a t d ies so o n  a fte r  b ap tism  w ith o u t ev er  m ak in g  an  ac t  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . B u t, 

acco rd in g  to  th e  C o u n c ils o f  O ran g e  an d  T ren t, w h at  is a  sp ecia l g ift, o n e  g ran ted  to  so m e  an d  n o t  to  o th e rs, 

is th e  co in c id en ce  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  g race  w ith  d ea th : th e  fac t  th a t g race  is  p rese rv ed  u p  to  th a t  m o m en t in s tead  

o f  G o d 's  p erm itting  a  fa ll. T h is co in c id en ce  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  g race  w ith  d ea th  is a  g rea t  fav o r  an d  is fro m  

G o d : w h en  it is g ran ted , it is th e  d iv in e m ercy  th a t g ran ts  it, an d  in  th is sen se  it is a  sp ecia l g ift.

1 7 1  T h e  C o u n c il o f  T ren t say s  ag a in , S ess. V I, cap . II , 1 3  (D en z in g er, n n . 8 0 4 , 8 0 6 ) : "G o d  co m m an d s  n o t 

im p o ssib ilitie s .... A ll o u g h t  to  p lace  an d  rep o se  a  m o st  firm  h o p e  in  G o d 's h e lp . F o r  G o d , u n less m en  b e  

th em se lv es  w an tin g  to  H is g race , as  H e  h as  b eg u n  th e  g o o d  w o rk , so  w ill H e  p erfec t  it (in  th em ), to  w ill 

an d  to  acco m p lish "  (P h il. 2 : 1 3 ).

1 7 2  A d ju to riu m  D ei e tiam  ren a tis e t san c tis  sem p er  est im p lo ran d u m , u t  ad  fin em  b o n u m  p erv en ire  v e l in  

b o n o  p o ssin t  o p ere  p erd u ra re  (D en z in g ce , n . 1 8 3 ).

1 7 3  Q u o d  q u id em  (d o n u m ) a liu n d e  h ab ere  n o n  p o tes t, n is i ab  eo  q u i  p o ten s  est eu m  q u i s ta t  s ta tu e re  u t 

p ersev eran te r  s te t, e t  eu m  q u i ead it re s titu e re  (D en z in g er n . 8 0 6 ).

1 7 4  B ecau se  o f  th e ir ex a lted  ch arac te r, in  th e  th in g s  o f  G o d  th e  s im p lest a re  a t  th e  sam e  tim e th e  m o st  

p ro fo u n d ;  b u t  it is a  s im p lic ity w h o lly  d iffe ren t fro m  th a t  w h ich  V o lta ire sp o k e  o f  w h en  h e  sa id : "I am  

lim p id as  a  b ro o k  b ecau se  I  h av e  little d ep th ."

1 7 5  It is a  m atte r  o f  d iscu ssio n  am o n g  th eo lo g ian s w h eth er  th e  g ift o f  fin a l p ersev eran ce  can  b e  th e  o b jec t 

o f  th is co n g ru o u s  m erit, w h ich  is  fo u n d ed  n o t in ju stice  b u t in  th e  ch arity  u n itin g  u s  w ith  G o d , in ju re  

am icab ili, in  th e  rig h ts o f  frien d sh ip  ex is tin g  b e tw een  G o d  an d  th e  ju st. T h e  b est co m m en ta to rs  o f  S t. 

T h o m as, re ly in g  o n  th e  p rin c ip les fo rm u la ted  b y  h im , s ta te  in  rep ly  th a t  fin a l p ersev eran ce  cam ro t  b e  th e  

o b jec t o f  s tric t  co n g ru o u s  m erit, s in ce  th e  p rin c ip le  o f  th is  m erit is a  co n tin u ed  s ta te  o f  g race , an d  th e  

p rin c ip le o f  m erit, as  w e  h av e  seen , can n o t  b e  m erited . M o reo v er, co n g ru o u s  m erit s tric tly  so -ca lled , 

fo u n d ed  as  it is in  th e  rig h ts o f  frien d sh ip , in ju re  am icab ili, o b ta in s in fa llib ly th e  co rrespo n d in g  rew ard . 

G o d  n ev er re fu ses  u s  w h at  w e  h av e  m erited  in  th is w ay , a t  an y  ra te  fo r  o u rse lv es  p erso n a lty . F ro m  w h ich  it 

w o u ld  fo llo w  th a t, o n ce  co m e  to  th e  u se  o f  reaso n , a ll th e  ju s t  b y  th e ir  ac ts  o f  ch arity  w o u ld  m erit th e  g ift o f  

fin a l p ersev eran ce  an d  w o u ld  in  fac t  p ersev ere  to  th e  en d , w h ich  is n o t  th e  case . N ev erth e less  it rem ain s  

tru e  th a t  th e  g race  o f  a  h ap p y  d ea th  m ay  b e  th e  o b jec t o f  co n g ru o u s  m erit  u n d ers to o d  in  a  w id e  sen se , th is



b e in g  s im p ly  th e  im p e tra to ry  v a lu e o f  p ray er, w h ich  is  fo u n d ed  n o t  in  ju s tice  o r  th e  rig h ts o f  frien d sh ip , b u t  

in  th e  lib e ra lity an d  m ercy  o f  G o d

1 7 6  S in ce  th e  g race  o f  fin a l p ersev eran ce  is n o t m erited , it is n o t  b ecau se  G o d  h as  fo reseen  o u r  m erits  th a t 

H e b esto w s  it u p o n  u s: fro m  w h ich  it fo llo w s  th a t p red estin atio n  to  g lo ry  is a lso  g ra tu ito u s: it is n o t  ex  

p raev is is m eritis as S t. T h o m as  say s (la . q . 2 3 . a . 5 ). If  an y o n e  w ish es  to  m ain ta in  th a t  it is ex  p raev is is  

m eritis , th en  a t least h e  m u st say  th a t it is n o t "fro m  m erits  fo reseen  as  p ers is tin g  u n to  th e  en d  ap art fro m  a  

sp ecia l g ift" , ex  p raev is is m eritis ab sq ue  sp ecia li d o n o  u sq u e  in  fin em  p erd u ran tib u s.

1 7 7  N ev erth e less , if  m an y  o f  u s  a re  p ray in g  fo r  th e  co n v ers io n  o f  th e  s in n er, o r  if  o u r  p ray er  co n tin u es n o t 

m ere ly  fo r  d ay s  b u t  fo r  m o n th s  an d  lo n g  y ears, it b eco m es m o re  an d  m o re  p ro b ab le  th a t G o d  d esires  to  h ear  

u s, s in ce  it is H e  w h o  m ak es  u s  p ersev ere  in  o u r  p ray er

1 7 8  T h is  p o in t is w ell b ro u g h t o u t in  an  ex ce llen t w o rk  recen tly  p u b lish ed  S ep t  re tra ite s  d e  la  M ere  

E lizab e th d e  la C ro ix  (fo u n d ress  o f  th e  C arm elite  co n v en t  a t  F o n ta in eb leau ). In  th ese  re trea ts , th e  su b jec t  is  

s im p ly  th e  u n io n  o f  th e  so u l th a t  h as  co n secra ted  itse lf  to  Jesu s  c ru c ified  fo r  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d  an d  th e  

sa lv a tio n  o f  so u ls . C o n stan tly  w e  m eet w ith  su ch  p assag es  as  th ese : "O u r  L o rd  rev ea led  to  m e  th e  

sen tim en ts  o f  H is S acred  H eart an d  co m m u n ica ted  th em  to  m e.... H e  sa id  to  m e: 'T h e  tw o  ch ie f  m o tiv es  

th a t led  M e  to  acq u iesce  in  P ila te 's co n d em n atio n  o f  M e  w ere  th e  w ill an d  g lo ry  o f  M y  F a th e r  an d  a  h u n g er  

fo r  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  m en . Y o u r  w h o le  life , in  its sm allest d e ta ils , sh o u ld  b e  d o m ina ted  b y  th ese  tw o  

sen tim en ts . T ak e  u p o n  y o u rse lf  M y  o w n  su ffe rin g s....  D u ring  th is re trea t, fo r  y o u rse lf  n o th in g , a llfo rM e.  

M y  c ro ss  is  to  b e  fo u n d  in  p rid e , in  s in : g iv e  M e  a  little h e lp  in  ca rry in g  th a t c ro ss . T h e  fru it o f  M y  ca rry in g  

th e  c ro ss  fo r  y o u  is  th a t  y o u  d esire  n o th in g  h ere  b e lo w , th a t  y o u  b e  p rep ared  to  su ffe r  a lw ay s, th a t  y o u  

d esire  a ll th a t th e  d iv in e w ill d esires , th a t y o u  m ak e  ex p ia tio n  fo r  th e  s in s o f  m en . o f  M y  p riests  an d  

sp o u ses  esp ec ia lly , th a t  y o u  co m p la in  o f  n oth in g , th a t y o u  k eep  y o u r  so u l  fa s t to  M y  o w n , th a t  y o u r  h eart 

b e  o ccu p ied  so le ly  w ith  lo v e  fo r  M e' (p p . 1 8 1  ff .). 'In  th is (w h en  lo ad ed  w ith  th e  c ro ss)  I  am  y o u r  m o d el. '... 

A t th e  o ffe rin g  o f  th e  b read  an d  w in e  a t m ass o u r  L o rd  Jesu s  C  h rist sa id  to  m e: 'I o ffe r  y o u  to  M y  F a th e r  as  

v ic tim  em b rac in g  a ll th a t I in ten d  in  y o u r  reg a rd ... th e  n eed s  o f  M y  C h u rch ... th e  p erils  in  w h ich  so u ls  a re  

p lu n g ed  an d  th e  a rd o r  o f  M y  ap p ea ls. ' A t h o ly  co m m u n io n  H e  sa id : 'I sh a ll b e  y o u r  s treng th  a lw ay s. ' M y  

c ro ss:  th a t is th e  s ig n  an d  to k en  o f  th e  lo v e I h av e  fo r  so u ls , o f  th e  lo v e  a lso  th a t so u ls  h av e  fo r  M e. Y o u  I 

h av e  in v ited  to  sh a re  in  th e  fo lly o f  th e  c ro ss, to  re fu se  to  b e  b o u n d  to  ea rth  b y  a  s in g le th read ... to  fo llo w  

M e  th ro u g h  p a in , in su lts, an d  ig n o m in y ... to  b e  M y  sp o u se  c ru c ified  u n to  d ea th . ' A g ain  H e  sa id  to  M e: 'I t 

w as  th ro u g h  ca lu m ny  th a t I w as  co n d em n ed  to  b e  c ru c ified .... T h e  m o re  y o u r  su ffe rin g s c lo se ly  re sem b le  

M in e , th e  h ap p ie r  w ill y o u  b e :... it is th e  p ro o f  th a t  y o u  a re  lo v ed  m o re  th an  o th e rs. B e  k in d  o f  h eart to w ard  

th o se  w h o  w ill  b rin g  o r  h av e  a lread y  b ro u g h t th e  c ro ss  to  y o u . '... 'S u lfer  w ith  M e  in  rep a ratio n  fo r  th e  g lo ry  

o f  M y  F a th e r  an d  fo r  th e  ran so m  o f  so u ls ' " (p p . I 8 4  ff .).

1 7 9  W e  reco m m en d  o n  th is p o in t tw o  b o o k s  b y  A d o lp h e R etté : Ju sq u 'à  la  fin  d u  m o n d e , a  liv in g  

co m m en ta ry o n  th a t sen ten ce  o f  P asca l's: "Jesu s  w ill  co n tin u e  in  H is ag o n y  u n til th e  en d  o f  th e  w o rld , '. an d  

O ra iso n s d u  s ilen ce, T liis la tte r w o rk , fro m  th e  fin e  p assag es  it co n ta in s  o n  so litud e , p o v erty , d e tach m en t, 

su fferin g , p eace , an d  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . w ill p rep are  u s  fo r  a  h ap p y  d ea th . It  c lo ses  w ith  th ese  w o rd s: "M ay  

th e  rh y thm  o f  th e  h o u rs  y e t rem ain ing  in  m y  life h ere  b e lo w  b e  reg u la ted  so le ly  b y  th e  sac red  d o x o log y . 

G lo ria  P a tri e t F ilio .... In v o ca tio n  fu ll o f  s tren g th , w h ich  m ak es  m e  g lad  to  h av e  su ffe red  an d  to  g o  o n  

su ffe rin g  in  T h y  se rv ice . O  L o rd . E ach  tim e  th a t I  u tte r  it w ith  a  co n trite  h eart an d  w ith  a  rig h t  m ind , I k n o w  

th a t T h y  g race  w  ill flo w  in  u p o n  m y  so u l.... G ran t  th a t I m ay  b e  c ru c ified  lik e th e  g o o d  th ie f  o n  T h y  rig h t 

h an d . R em em b er  m e, to o . in  T h y  k in g d o m  o f  h eav en  as  T h o u  d id st rem em b er  h im . " T h a t  p ray er  w as  h eard . 

A d o lp h e R etté  d ied  a  h o ly  d ea th .

1 8 0  C f. S t. T h o m as. la , q . 2 0 . a . 3 : C u m  am o r  D ei s it cau sa  b o n ita tis  re ru m . n o n  esse t  a liq u id  a lio m eliu s , s i 

D eu s  n o n  v e lle t u n i m aju s q u am  a lte ri. Ib id ., a . 4 : E x  h o c  su n t  a liq u a m elio ra , q u o d  D eu s e is m aju s b o n u m  

v u lt. H ere  is th e  p rin c ip le o f  p red ilec tio n .

1 8 1  C o u n c il o f  Q u ie rsey , A  D . 8 5 3  (D en z in g er, 3 1 8 ) : D eu s  o m n ip o ten s  o m n es h o m in es  s in e  ex cep tio n e  

v u lt sa lv o s  fie ri (I  T im . 2 : 4 ), lice t n o n  o m n es sa lv en tu r. Q u o d  au tem  q u id am  sa lv an tu r, sa lv an tis  est 

d o n u m ; q u o d  au tem  q u id am  p ereu n t, p ereu n tiu m  est m eritu m



1 8 2  B v th e ir  v ery  n a tu re  b o th  h u m an  so u ls  an d  an g e ls p artic ip a te  in  th e  in te llec tua l life an d  as  su ch  b ear  an  

an a lo g ica l re sem b lan ce  to  G o d  in  so  fa r  as  H e is in te llig en t. S an c tify in g  g race , h o w ev er, is a  re sem b lan ce  

to  G o d  n o t s im p ly  as  H e is in te llig en t, b u t  p rec ise ly  as G o d ; it is a  p artic ip a tio n  in  th e  D eity  as su ch , o r. if  

y o u  w ill, in  th e  d iv in e in te llec tu a lity as it is d iv in e . T h is  is o u r  rep ly  to  a  q u estio n  p u t to  u s  b y  P ère  G ard e il 

in  h is ex ce llen t w o rk . L a  s tru c tu re  d e  fam e  e t l 'ex p érien ce  m y stiq u e , (I , 3 8 8 ). w h ere  h e  trea ts o f  th e  re la tion  

b e tw een  san ctify in g  g race  an d  th e  fo rm al co n stitu en t o f  th e  d iv in e n a tu re . S an ctify in g  g race  is a  

p artic ip atio n  in  th e  d iv in e n a tu re  co n sid e red  n o t s im p ly  as  b e in g  o r  as  in te llec tua l, b u t  as  s tric tly  d iv in e ; 

g race  is a  p h y sica l an d  fo rm al, th o u g h  an a lo g ica l p artic ip a tio n  in  th e  D eity  as su ch , w h o se  fo rm al  co n cep t 

tran scen ds  in  its ab so lu te  em in en ce  th e  co n cep ts  o f  b e in g , u n ity , e tc ., in  a ll o f  w h ich  it is p o ssib le  fo r  

c rea tu res  to  p artic ip a te  n a tu ra lly . S o  a lso  say s C aje tan  in  h is  co m m en ta ry  o n ia . q . 3 9 , a . 1 (n . 7 ) : D eitas est 

su p er  en s  e t su p er  u n u m , e tc . W e  h av e  ex p la in ed  o u rse lv es a t so m e  len g th  o n  th is  p o in t e lsew h ere  (G o d , 

H is E x isten ce  an d  H is N atu re , tr . b y  D o m B ed e  R o se , O .S .B ., V o l. II , ch ap . I , n . 4 2 ; ch ap . 3 . n . 5 4 ). P ère  

G ard e il h im se lf  sp eak s in  th e  sam e  sen se  (I , 2 4 6 , 2 8 7 ).

1 8 3  L ettres  d e  d irec tion  (O eu v res, X I, 4 4 4 ).

1 8 4  "L a  v o lo n té  sa lv ifiq u e ch ez  S . A u g u stin " , in  R ev u e  T h o m iste , 1 9 3 0 , p p . 4 7 3 -4 8 7 . A lso  D ic tio n n a ire d e  

th éo lo g ie ca th o liq u e , a rt.  "  P réd estin a tio n " , co n c lusio n .

1 8 5  S ee  in  th e  S u m m a  o f  S t. T h o m as  (Ila  Ilae ) th e  tw o  g rea t  q u estio n s  2 5  an d  2 6  o n  th e  ex ten t o f  ch arity  

an d  th e  o rd er  it sh o u ld  o b se rv e . T h ey  w ill b e  su m m ed  u p  in  w h at  fo llo w s

1 8 6  C f. S t. T h o m as, Ila llae , q . 2 6 , a . 8

1 8 7  T h is  is th e  p lace  to  recall  th o se  w o rd s  o f  P asca l's  to  b e  fo u n d  eq u iv a len tly  in  S t. A u g u stine  an d  S t. 

T h o m as: "T h e  in fin ite d is tan ce  b e tw een  m atte r  an d  m in d  sy m b o lizes  th e  in fin ite ly m o re  in fin ite d is tan ce  

b e tw een  m in d  an d  ch arity ; fo r  ch arity  is su p ern a tu ra l.... T h e  w h o le  u n iv e rse  o f  m atte r  an d  m ind , w ith  a ll 

th e ir p ro d u c ts , can n o t  eq u a l  in  v a lu e th e  leas t m o v em en t  o f  ch arity , w h ich  b e lo n g s  to  an  o rd er  in fin ite ly  

m o re  ex a lted ."  P en sées , E d . E . H av e t, p p . 2 6 6 , 2 6 9

1 8 8  C f. S t. T h o m as. la , q . 2 2 , a . 3

1 8 9  M att. 3 : 2 .

1 9 0  M att. 1 0 : 4 0

1 9 1  M att. 1 2 : 2 8

1 9 2  M att. 6 : 9

1 9 3  M att. 5 : 4 4

1 9 4  Jo h n  1 5 : 5

1 9 5  Jo h n  1 7 : 2 0

1 9 6  R o m . 1 2 :4 , 5 ; I C o r. 1 2 : 1 2 -2 7 ; E p h es 1 :2 2 ; C o l. 1 : 1 8 ; 2 : 1 9

1 9 7  If  w e  ask  h o ly  p erso n s  h ere  o n  ea rth  to  p ray  fo r  u s, as  p eo p le  u sed  to  ask  th e  C u ré  o f  A rs, th en  su rely , 

w h atev er  P ro tes tan ts  m ay  say , it is rig h t  to  ask  th e  sa in ts in  h eav en  to  in te rced e  fo r  u s. T h ese  a re  n o w  in  th e  

fu lln ess o f  lig h t an d  k n o w  b e tte r  th an  w e  d o  w h at  m ay  rig h tly  b e  ask ed  o n  o u r  b eh a lf



1 9 8  S ee  I C o r. 1 2 : 4 -6

1 9 9  E p h es . 4 : 4 -6

2 0 0  S ee  I C o r. 1 2 : 1 4 , 2 6 -2 7

2 0 1  G al. 6 : 2 -1 0 .

2 0 2  O ev res  co m ple tes, X II, 4 1 7

2 0 3  In  co n n ec tio n  w ith  P ro v id en ce  an d  th e  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts , w e  sh o u ld  n o tice  th a t in  o rd er  to  

u n d ertak e  an y  so rt o f  w o rk  in  th e  C h u rch  it is n ecessa ry  to  h av e  a  m issio n  an d  to  p reserv e  th e  sp irit o f  th a t 

m issio n , ap o in t w ell  b ro u g h t o u t  b y  P ère  C lerissac , O .P ., in  th a t  ex ce llen t w o rk , L e  M y stè re  d e  l 'E g lise , 

ch ap . 7 , "L a  M ission  e t l 'e sp rit."  T h u s  it w as  w ith  th e  fo u n d ers  o f  th e  re lig io u s o rd ers . A  s trik in g  ex am p le  

o f  th is law  in  th e  o rd er  o f  g race  is  to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  L ife o f  M o th er  C o rn e lia C o n n e lly , F o u n d ress  o f  th e  

S o c iety  o f  th e  H o ly C h ild  Jesu s , 1 8 0 9 -1 8 7 9 . F o rm erly  aP ro tes tan t, m arried  to  a  P ro tes tan t, an d  th e  m o th er  

o f  a  fam ily . sh e  w as  co n v erted  to  C ath o lic ism  a t  th e  sam e  tim e  as  h er  h u sban d . W h en  la te r o n  h er  h u sb an d  

reco g n ized  th a t h e  h ad  av o ca tio n  to  th e  p ries th o o d  an d  w as  o rd a in ed , M o th er  C o n n e lly h erse lf, fo llo w in g  

th e  ad v ice  g iv en  h er  b y  G reg o ry  X V I, fo u n d ed  a  re lig io u s co n g rega tio n  in  A m erica . U n fo rtu n a te ly  h er  

fo rm er  h u sb an d  to o k  it fo r  g ran ted  th a t h e  w o u ld  h av e  th e  d irec tio n  o f  th is co n g reg a tio n , a  ta sk  fo r  w h ich  

h e  h ad  n o  m issio n  w h atev er. T h is lo s t h im  th e  g race  o f  h is  o w n  v o ca tio n  an d  h e  le ft th e  C h u rch , w h ile  

M o th er  C o n n e lly , in  th e  m id st  o f  in c red ib le d ifficu ltie s , fin a lly su cceed ed  in  ca rry in g  th ro u g h  th e  w o rk  

a lm ig h ty G o d  h ad  en tru s ted  to  h er.

2 0 4  C f. S t. T h o m as, Illa , q . 5 2 , a . 5 .

2 0 5  G en . 5 : 2 4 ; 1 7 : 8 ; 2 6 : 2 4 ; 3 5 : 2 9 ; 4 7 : 9 ; 4 9 : 1 8 , 2 9 -3 3 ; N u m . 2 0 :24 ; 2 7 : 1 3 ; D en t. 2 5 : 8 , 1 7 ; 3 2 : 5 0

2 0 6  Jo b . 1 4 : 1 3 -2 5 ; 1 9 : 2 5 -2 7 ; c f. a lso  P s. 1 1 :7 ; 1 5 : 1 0 -1 2 ; 4 8 : 1 5  ff . ;7 2 :2 4 ;P ro v . 1 0 :3 0 ; ll:7 ;E cc lu s. 

1 : 1 1 : 1 1 : 2 8 ; 1 8 : 2 4 , e tc

2 0 7  M att. 7 : 1 4

2 0 8  B en ed ic t X II  (D en z in g er, n . 5 3 0 ) : "w e  d efin e ... th a t. .. ev en  b efo re  th e  re su rrec tio n  o f  th e ir  b o d ies  an d  

th e  g en era l  ju d g m en t... th e  so u ls o f  a ll th e  sa in ts. .. in  w h o m , w h en  th ey  d ep arted  th is  life , th e re  w as  n o th in g  

to  b e  c lean sed . .. b eh o ld  th e  d iv in e essen ce  w ith  in tu itiv e  v is io n , face  to  face , in  su ch  w ise  th a t n o th in g  

c rea ted  in te rv en es  as  o b jec t o f  v is io n , b u t th e  d iv in e essen ce  p resen ts itse lf  to  th e ir im m ed ia te g aze , 

u n v e iled , c learly  an d  o p en ly ." C f. a lso  th e  C o u n c il o f  F lo ren ce  (D en z in g er n . 6 9 3 ).

2 0 9  In  tim es o f  g rea t a fflic tio n  n o t  a  few  in te rio r so u ls  h av e  fo u n d  p eace  an d  ev en  jo y , th o u g h  

c ircu m stan ces co n tin u ed  to  g iv e  im m en se  p a in , w h en  th ro u g h  G o d 's  in sp ira tio n  th ey  h av e  co n ce iv ed  th e  

id ea o f  m ak in g  a  v o w  o f  se lf-ab an d o n m en t to  P ro v id en ce . W h en  a  so u l  is p ro m pted  b y  g race  to  m ak e  su ch  

a  v o w  an d  is  firm ly  re so lved  n o t  to  d iv o rce  se lf-ab an d o n m en t fro m  fid e lity to  d a ily d u tie s , th e  fo llo w in g  

fo rm  m ay  b e  u sed . It sh o u ld  b e  ren ew ed  d a ily d u rin g  th e  p ray er  o f  th an k sg iv in g :

"W h en ev er th e  w ill o f  G o d  is ex p ressed  in  a  c ro ss , I  w ill  y ie ld  m y self  to  it en tire ly  an d  w ith  a  n o te  o f  jo y , 

p ay in g  n o  reg a rd  to  w h at  w as  in s tru m en ta l  in  b ring in g  it ab o u t. In  d ifficu ltie s th a t in  an y  w ay  d is tre ss m e  I  

w ill av o id  a ll se lf-p ro b in g , in tro sp ec tio n , an d  id le p reo ccu p a tio n s; I  w ill  s teep  m y self  m o re  d eep ly  in  

co n fid en ce , an d  seek  to  so lv e  m y  d ifficu ltie s th ro u g h  th e  ac tio n  o f  g race . I  w ill tak e  u p  th is a ttitu d e  o f  m in d  

an d  h eart an d  p lu n g e m y se lf  in  G o d  th e  in s tan t so m eth in g  o ccu rs  to  w o u n d  m e. A n d  a ll th is  I w ill d o  w ith  

an  ex ceed in g  g rea t lo v e ."



T h is se lf-ab an d o n m en t sh o u ld  b e  acco m p an ied  b y  c lo se  fid e lity to  g race  an d  th e  illu m in a tio n s rece iv ed  in  

p ray er.


