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I

M Y  N A M E  is  B o b . A lth o u g h  I a m  o n ly  tw e n ty -fo u r , e v e ry b o d y  c a lls m e  F a th e r , in c lu d in g  fo lk s  

w h o  a re  tw ice  m y  a g e o r e v e n  th ree  tim es . T h is is b e c a u se  I a m  a  p rie s t, a n d  it is m y  b u s in e ss to  b e  a  

sp ir itu a l fa th e r  to  m y  p e o p le , d o in g  fo r  th e m  th e  th in g s  o f  G o d , w h ic h  in c lu d e  m o re  th in g s  th a n  y o u  m ig h t 

th in k .

I s ta n d  f iv e  fe e t, te n  in c h es , w h ic h  I su p p o se  is  a  re a so n a b ly  h a n d so m e  h e ig h t, b u t o u ts id e  o f  th a t 

m y  lo o k s a re so m e th in g  to  m a k e  h o rse s sh y . S t. T h o m a s A q u in a s , w h o  th o u g h t u p  a ll th e  r ig h t th in g s to  

sa y . d e fin e d  b e a u ty  a s o rd e rly  v a rie ty . I m u st sa y  th a t I c o n s id e r m y  v a rie ty  v e ry  d iso rd e rly , a n d  so  d o e s  

e v ery b o d y  e lse .

M y  n o se  w o u ld  b e  m o re  su itab le  fo r  a  p e n g u in , a n d  so  w o u ld  m y  s to m ac h . E v e n  m y  m o th e r d o e s  

n o t  lo v e  m y  h a ir . I  re m em b e r m y  b ro th e r's  h a ir  w a s  s ilk y  a n d  g o ld e n , a n d  th e  fa m ily  th o u g h t so  m u c h  o f  it 

th a t  th e y  p u t a  lo c k  in  th e  fa m ily  B ib le . B u t I g u e ss  th e y  f ig u re d  th e y  g o t e n o u g h  o f  lo o k in g  a t m y  h a ir  o n  

m y  h e a d , w ith o u t  c o m in g  u p o n  it in  th e  S e rm o n  o n  th e  M o u n t. T h e y  d id n ’t  e v e n  p u t m y  h a ir  in  K a rl  M a rx ’s  

Das Kapital, w h ic h  m y  fa th e r  g o t  s tu c k  w ith  in  so m e  b o o k -o f-th e -m o n th  d e a l.

N o w  w ith  H a rry  C a u le y , it’s  d iffe re n t. H e  is  a  v e ry  h a n d so m e  p ries t  in d ee d  a n d  c o u ld  p ro b a b ly  b e  

in  th e  m o v ie s. I re m e m b e r  o n e  d a y  w h e n  w e  a re  s till in  th e  se m in a iy , m y  b e s t  fr ie n d . P a t O ’M a lley , h a s  a  

v e ry  d a z z lin g  v is ito r in  th e  p e rso n  o f  h is  b re a th -ta k in g  se co n d  c o u s in , M a iy  O ’M a lle y . M iss O ’M a lle y ’s  

v is it  is  q u ite  a n  e v e n t, a n d  see in g  th a t I  d o  n o t  h a v e  a n y  b e a u te o u s  v is ito rs  o f  m y  o w n , I  a m  s tan d in g  a ro u n d  

th is  d a y , ta lk in g  w ith  h e r , w h e n  a lo n g  c o m e s  H a rry  C a u le y , lo o k in g  lik e  so m eth in g  in  a  to o th p a ste  a d .

Im m ed ia te ly  M a ry  O ’M a lle y  s to p s  ta lk in g  w ith  m e  a n d  g e ts  ro u n d -e y e d  a n d  h e a v e s  a  s ig h  w h ic h  I  

c o n s id er v e ry  lu g u b rio u s , a n d  sa y s in  a  s tr ic k e n  v o ic e , “W h a t a  sh a m e  fo r su c h  a  h a n d so m e b o y  to  b e  

s tu d y in g  fo r  th e  p rie sth o o d . H o w  lu c k y  so m e  g ir l w o u ld  b e  to  h a v e  h im  ”



A t th e  tim e  I d o  n o t sa y  a n y th in g , b e c a u se  I a m  a  m a n n erly  c h a p  a n d  d o  n o t g o  a ro u n d  sc o ld in g  

b e a u te o u s se c o n d  c o u s in s o f  m y  fr ie n d s , b u t a fte r  M ary  O ’M a lle y  is  g o n e  a n d  I a m  a b le  to  th in k  c a lm ly , I 

c o m e  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t h e r  re m ark  is  v e iy m i-C h ris tia n  in d e e d . W h a t d o e s sh e  w a n t to  d o , re se rv e  a ll 

th e  g o o d -lo o k in g  m e n  fo r  w o rld ly  a ffa irs , a n d  le t G o d  h a v e  o n ly  p o ta to e s  lik e  m e ?

If so , th a t w o u ld  b e so m eth in g  fo r th e C o n g re g a tio n  fo r th e P ro p a g a tio n o f th e F a ith  to b e  

w o rry  in g  a b o u t, b e c a u se  it w o u ld  ta k e  a w a y  o n e  a rg u m e n t  w h ic h  e v e ry b o d y  c a n  u n d e rs tan d . A s  lo n g  a s  w e  

c a n  p o in t  to  fe llo w s lik e  H a rry  C a u ley  a n d  sa y . "L o o k  —  th e re ’s  a  c h ap  so  h a n d so m e  th a t  h e  c o u ld  h a v e  th e  

w o rld  a t  h is  fe e t, a n d  h e  h a s  g iv e n  it  a ll u p  fo r  C h ris t,”  w h y , w e ’v e  g o t so m e th in g . O th erw ise , p e o p le  w o u ld  

th in k  th a t  th e  o n ly  b o y s  w h o  b e c o m e  p ries ts  a re  th e  o n e s  th a t  n o b o d y  c o u ld  lo v e  b u t G o d  a n d  th e ir  m o th e rs , 

a n d  e v e n  th e  la tte r  o n ly  w ith  c o n s id e rab le  e ffo rt. T h is  is  n o t  so , a s  th e  m a n y  H a rry ' C a u le y s  g o  to  p ro v e .

T o  g e t  b a c k  to  P a t O ’M a lle y  —  P a t. a s  I sa id , is  m y  b e s t fr ie n d  in  th e  se m in a ry , b u t h e  d o e s n o t  

b e c o m e  a  p rie st.

In s te ad , h e  m e ets  a  b e a u tifu l g ir l a n d  fa lls  in  lo v e  a n d  g e ts  m a rrie d . A ll th e  o th e r  se m in a ria n s se e  h is  p o in t  

o f  v ie w , e v e n  if  th e y  d o  n o t  e m u la te  h im .

A s  I h a v e  e x p la in ed  to  in n u m e ra b le  q u e s tio n e rs  s in c e  m y  o rd in a tio n , th e  C h u rc h  d o e s n o t b e lie v e  

th a t p rie s ts o u g h t to  g e t m a rried . C h ris t d id  n o t m a rry , a n d  w e a re su p p o sed  to  fo llo w  in  H is fo o ts tep s . 

A lso , s in c e  C h ris t a llo w s  p rie sts  to  sh a re  in  H is  p rie sth o o d , it  is  a  g o o d  id e a  to  m a k e  so m e  sa crif ic e  to  sh o w  

g ra titu d e . T h e C h u rc h  b e liev e s th a t n o t g e ttin g  m a rrie d  is q u ite  a  n o ta b le sa c rif ic e , a n d  I m u st sa y  th a t I  

a g re e .

A lso , th e C h u rc h  f ig u re s th a t if p ries ts h a d  w iv e s, th is w o u ld  m a k e tilin g s v e ry ' c o m p lic a te d , 

b e ca u se  w h e n  th e y  w e re  c a lle d  to  v is it  th e  s ic k , th e y  m ig h t h a v e  to  d e c lin e  b e c a u se  th e  L a d y  o f  th e  H o u se  

w o u ld  p u t h e r  fo o t d o w n , sa y in g , “ D o  y o u  th in k  I w a n t  y o u  c o m in g  h o m e  a n d  g iv in g  th e  k id s  sm allp o x  o r  

sp in a l  m e n in g itis  o r  p o lio , o r  so m e th in g ?”  Y o u  c o u ld  n o t  b la m e  h e r  fo r  th a t, b u t  it w o u ld  n o t  b e  a  g o o d  id e a  

fo r  th e  s ick  p e rso n , b e c a u se  h e  o r  sh e  m ig h t d ie  w ith o u t  g e ttin g  h is  o r  h e r  s in s  fo rg iv en , a n d  th a t w o u ld  b e  

n o t  so  g o o d .

T h e C h u rc h  fu r th e r b e lie v e s th a t a  p rie st sh o u ld  b e  a  sp ir itu a l F a th e r  to  e v ery  o n e  in  th e  p a rish . 

T h e y  sh o u ld  b e  a b le  to  te ll h im  th e ir  m o st se c re t th o u g h ts , a n d  e v e n  s in s . P e o p le  w o u ld  n o t fe e l lik e  d o in g  

th is if  th e y  h a d  a  k in d  o f  fe a r  th a t m a y b e  h e  w o u ld  b e  te llin g  e v e ry th in g  to  h is  w ife , a s  h u sb a n d s n o rm a lly  

d o . A lso , it is  a  v e ry  g o o d  tirin g  fo r  a  p ries t n o t to  h a v e  a ll h is  tim e  ta k en  w ith  a  w ife  a n d  c h ild re n , b e c a u se  

if  h e  d o e sn ’t , h e  c a n  d o  a  g re a t  d e a l o f  p ra y in g  a n d  s tu d y in g  a n d  h e lp in g  th e  p o o r, a n d  so  o n .

C a th o lic s , in c lu d in g  O 'M a lle y , th in k  th e  C h u rc h  is q u ite  r ig h t a n d  w o u ld  b e  th e  la s t o n e s in  th e  w o rld  to  

w a n t  th e ir  p rie s ts  g e ttin g  m a rried .

T h at is  w h y . w h e n  O 'M a lle y  m e e ts h is  b e a u tifu l w ife  a n d  fa lls  in  lo v e , h e  d e te rm in e s  th a t h e  w ill 

le a v e  th e  sem in a ry .

T h e  re a so n  I a m  a  p ries t is  b e c a u se  I c a n  n e v e r  g e t o u t o f  m y  h e a d  th e  q u o ta tio n , “ W h at d o e s it 

p ro fit a  m a n  if  h e  g a in  th e  w h o le  w o rld  a n d  lo se  h is  im m o rta l so u l? ”  E v e n  w h e n  I a m  a  to u s led -h a ire d  k id , 

e v e ry ' tim e  I th in k  a b o u t th a t I b e g in  to  fe e l th a t I o u g h t to  b e  a  p rie s t. T h is is a lso  S t. Ig n a tiu s L o y o la ’s  

fa v o rite  q u o ta tio n , a n d  so  I f ig u re  I a m  trav e lin g  in  p re tty  fa s t c o m p a n y . W h e n  I a m  a  te e n -ag e r , th e re  a re  

tim e s w h e n  I b e lie v e th a t I sh o u ld  n o t b e  a  p rie st, a n d  k in d  o f  fo rg e t th e  q u o ta tio n . T h is  m o stly  c o m es  to  

p a ss  a t d a n ce s  w h e re  th e  g ir ls  a re  e x ce e d in g ly  b e a u tifu l, o r  w h e n  I o b se rv e  n a tty  fe llo w s  d a sh in g  a ro u n d  in  

y e llo w  c o n v e rtib les . H o w e v e r, a fte r  I g o  h o m e  a n d  th in k  it o v e r , I  w e ig h  th e  q u o ta tio n  a g a in s t th e  g ir ls  a n d  

th e  c o n v e rtib le s , a n d  th e  q u o ta tio n  w in s  h a n d s  d o w n . T h a t is  w h y  I  d e c id e  to  b e c o m e  a  p rie st.

H o w e v er. I d o  n o t f in d  it e a sy . I a m  a s h u m a n  a s a n y b o d y , a n d  I h a v e s tre n u o u s o b je c tio n s to  

g iv in g u p a ll th e n ic e tilin g s o f th e w o rld , p a rticu la r ly , a s I h a v e sa id , b e a u tifu l g ir ls a n d y e llo w  

c o n v e rtib le s . H o w e v e r, o n e  d a y  I sa y  to  m y se lf  th a t I m u st s to p  sh illy in g  a n d  sh a lly in g . “ G iv e  it  a  tr ia l, g o  

to  th e  se m in a ry ’ . '·  I sa y  to  m y se lf . "A fte r  a ll, y o u  d o n ’t  h a v e  to  s ta y .”  T h a t is  h o w  it  c o m es  to  p a ss  th a t  I  f in d  

m y se lf  in  th e  se m in a ry .

I d o  n o t ta k e a n y h o n o rs . In  fa c t, I c o m e  v e ry  n e a r to  fa ilin g . F o r q u ite so m e tim e  I a p p ly  th e  

te ch n iq u e  I h a d  d e v e lo p e d  in  c o lle g e  o f  b o n in g  u p  o n  m y  s tu d ies  e n o u g h  to  g e t  b y . I  d o  th is  in  a  h u rry , th e n  

sa u n te r in to  th e  c o rr id o r to  ta lk  tilin g s  o v e r  w ith  th e  o th e r  fe llo w s . O n e  d a y  w h e n  I a m  e lab o ra tin g  o n  th e  

Y a n k ee s ’ c h a n c es  o f  w in n in g  th e  p e n n a n t, th e  re c to r  c o m es  a lo n g  b e h in d  m e , a n d , w ith o u t  c a rin g  w h e th e r 

h e  g iv es  m e  a  se v e re sh o c k  w h ic h  m ig h t u n h in g e  m y  re a so n , h e  d e c la im s  in  a  v e ry  lo u d  v o ic e  th a t so u n d s  

a s  if  it  is  c o m in g  fro m  a n o th e r  w o rld . “ G o  to  y o u r  ro o m .”

I a m  a b o u t to  o b e y , a lth o u g h  m y  le g s  su d d e n ly  fe e l  v e ry  sp in e le ss , w h e n  h e  p ro c e e d s , in  th e  sa m e  

to n e  o f  v o ic e : “ If  y  o u  a re  d e te c te d  o n c e  m o re  w a s tin g  y o u r  s tu d y  h o u rs  in  th e  h a lls , I re g re t  to  in fo rm  y  o u  

th a t w e sh a ll p ro b a b ly  b e  fo rce d  to c o n c lu d e th a t th e C a th o lic C h u rc h  c a n  m a n ag e  to  m u d d le  th ro u g h  



w ith o u t  y o u ,”  o r  w o rd s  to  th a t  e ffe c t. “T h is ,”  h e  c o n tin u es , g ro w in g  m o re  d e v a s ta tin g  w ith  e a c h  w o rd , “ is  a  

se rio u s  b u s in e ss . Y o u  a re  p re p arin g  to  g u id e im m o rta l so u ls to  G o d . T h a t is a  jo b  fo r a  b ig  m a n  a n d  a  

se rio u s  m a n , a n d  so m etim e s  I  a m  in c lin e d  to  su sp ec t  th a t  y o u  a re  fr iv o lo u s  a n d  lig h th e ad e d .”

W e ll, I m u st sa y  th a t I a m  so m ew h a t ta k en  a b a c k . I  h a d  a lw ay s  th o u g h t  o f  th e  o ld  re c to r  a s  a  n ice ,  

p io u s  o ld  m a n  w h o  w o u ld n 't d is tu rb  a  m o sq u ito , e v e n  if  it  w a s  b itin g  h im , b u t  n o w  I  p e rc e iv e  th a t  w h e n  h e  

b e lie v es  th a t a n y b o d y  is  p la y in g  fa s t a n d  lo o se  w ith  G o d , h e  c a n  b e  a  v e ry  o v e rp o w e rin g  c h a ra c te r  in d ee d . I  

m u m b le so m eth in g  a p o lo g e tic  a n d  g o  to  m y  ro o m , w h e re , w ith  th e  lo g ic  w h ic h  I h a v e  le a rn e d  fro m  m y  

s tu d y  o f  S t. T h o m a s  A q u in a s . I c o m e  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t if . a s  th e  re c to r sa y s . I a m  lig h th e a d e d . I h a d  

b e tte r  g e t  b u sy  m a k in g  m y  h e ad  h e a v ie r .

T h e re a fte r  I se ld o m  if  e v e r  w a s te  tim e  in  th e  c o rr id o rs , e x c e p t  m a y b e  w h e n  N o tre  D a m e  is  p la y in g  

A rm y  o r  th e re  is  a  n e w  P o p e  b e in g  e le c te d , a t w h ic h  tim es  e v e n  th e  re c to r  re lax e s . I a lso  d e c id e  to  d o  m o re  

p ra y in g  in  fu tu re , b e c a u se  I  a m  su re  th e  re c to r  w ill b e  in  fa v o r  o f  th a t  to o .

T h e  b e g in n in g  o f  m y  b e a u tifu l fr ien d sh ip  w ith  O 'M alle y  ta k e s  p la c e  in  a  m o st u n u su a l w a y . I t is  

th e  n ig h t F a th e r  R e a rd o n  is  la id  o u t in  s ta te  in  th e  se m in a ry ’ c h a p e l.

F a th e r R e a rd o n  a t th is tim e —  th a t is . b e fo re  h e d ie s —  is o u r h is to ry te a c h e r. H e is a lso  o u r  

in s tru c to r in  ra il- ro a d in g , a lth o u g h  th is is n o t in  th e c u rr ic u lu m . F a th e r R e a rd o n  h a d  b e e n  a  lo c o m o tiv e  

e n g in e er b e fo re  b e co m in g  a  p rie s t, a n d  it is c o m m o n  ta lk  a ro u n d  th e  se m in a ry  th a t y o u  c a n  d o  b e tte r in  

c la ss b y  k n o w in g a b o u t tra in s th a n  a b o u t th e  F re n c h  R e v o lu tio n . F o r  th is a n d  o th e r re aso n s , h e is m u c h  

b e lo v e d , a n d  w e  p ra y  v e ry  h a rd  fo r h im  w h e n  h e  d e p a rts fro m  th is e a rth . E v e iy b o d y  ta k e s tu rn s s ta y in g  

b e s id e  h is  c a sk e t a n d  p ra y in g .

I t h a p p en s th is n ig h t th a t P a t O ’M a lle y  a n d  I a re th e  w a tc h e rs  fro m  1 to  2 A .M . I t is o u r  f irs t 

e x p e rie n c e  o f  th is  k in d , a n d  w e  a re  y o u n g  e n o u g h  to  fe e l so m e w h a t u n c o m fo rta b le  w ith  th e  d e ad , a lth o u g h  

n o rm a lly  th e y  a re th e m o st p e a c e ab le p e o p le in  th e  w o rld . A n y h o w , w e a re k n e e lin g  th e re  p ra y in g  a n d  

te llin g  G o d  h o w  m u c h  w e  th in k  o f  F a th e r  R e a rd o n  a n d  h o w  w e  h o p e  th a t h e  is in  H e a v en , w h e n  a ll o f  a  

su d d en  h e  s its  u p  in  th e  c a sk e t a n d  u tte rs  a  so u n d  th a t c a n  o n ly  c o m e  fro m  th e  n e x t  w o rld .

P a t h o w ls  a n d  is o u t o f  th e  c h a p e l in  a  w in k , a n d  I a m  r ig h t o n  h is  h e e ls . A n  in s ta n t la te r  w e  a re  

p o u n d in g o n  th e re c to r 's d o o r, h o p in g  h e w ill o p e n  it b e fo re F a th e r R e ard o n  a rr iv e s . W e a re y e llin g ,  

“M o n sig n o r, M o n sig n o r.” in  fran tic fa sh io n . In  a m o m e n t h e o p e n s th e d o o r, lo o k in g  v e ry to u s led  a n d  

a la rm e d , p ro b a b ly  th in k in g  th a t th e  se m in a ry is  b u rn in g  to  th e  g ro u n d  o r  th e  K u  K lu x  K la n  is  o n  th e  lo o se .

"W h at ’s  w ro n g ,  b o y s? ”  h e  in q u ire s .

" I t’s  F a th e r  R e a rd o n ,”  w e  ja b b e r  a t h im , w a v in g  o u r  a rm s . “H e ’s  c o m e  b a c k  to  life .”

T h e  re c to r  m a k es  n o  c o m m e n t o n  th is , p ro b a b ly  fe e lin g  th a t it is  a  s ta te m en t  c a llin g  fo r  a  h e a lth y  

sk e p tic ism . H e  fo llo w s  u s  to  th e  c h a p e l, a n d  w e  s ta n d  b a c k  to  a llo w  h im  to  e n te r  w h ile  w e  p e e r  th ro u g h  th e  

d o o r. S u re  e n o u g h  th e re  is  F a th er  R e ard o n , s ittin g  u p  in  h is c a sk e t in  fro n t o f  th e  a lta r . I d e c id e  th a t th e  

re c to r is a  v e ry b ra v e m a n , if  n o t d o w n rig h t ra sh , b e c a u se  w ith o u t  fu r th e r  a d o  h e  g o e s  to  F a th er  R e ard o n  

a n d  fe e ls  h is  p u lse . T h e n  h e  m o tio n s  to  u s  to  e n te r.

P a t d o e s n o t re sp o n d . H e w o u ld  n o t h a v e g o n e in to  th a t c h a p e l fo r th e P o p e . I , h o w e v er , s te p  

in s id e  a n d  a p p ro a c h , q u a k in g . T h e  re c to r  sa y s , “ C a ll th e  u n d e rtak e r .”

I t se em s to m e th a t it w o u ld  b e sm a rte r to c a ll th e B ish o p o r th e C o lle g e o f C a rd in a ls o r  

so m eb o d y , b e c a u se  th is  lo o k s  lik e  th e  b ig g e s t  m ira c le  s in c e  th e  ra is in g  o f  L a z a m s  fro m  th e  d e a d . H o w e v er, 

I h a v e  lo n g  s in c e  le a rn e d  th a t it  is  w ise  to  d o  a s  th e  re c to r  sa y s , a n d  I  d o  so .

W h e n  th e u n d e rtak e r c o m es , h e g o e s in to  th e c h a p e l w ith o u t a n y to -d o  a n d  u n c ere m o n io u sly  

p u sh e s F a th er  R e ard o n  b a c k  in  th e  c ask e t a s h e  w a s  b e fo re . T h e  re c to r c o m es  o u t, a n d  w e  a sk  h im  w h a t  

h a p p e n e d . I t is  v e iy  s im p le . F a th e r  R e a rd o n  h a d  d ie d  s ittin g  p ro p p e d  u p  in  b e d . R ig o r  m o rtis  h a d  se t in  a n d  

h e  h a d  to  b e  tie d  d o w n  in  th e  c o ffin . O n e  o f  th e  b o n d s  h a d  c o m e  lo o se , a n d  h e  h a d  sa t u p . T h e  so u n d  w e  

h e a rd  w a s  h is  lu n g s  f illin g  w ith  a ir .

W e ll, it is  g o in g  th ro u g h  a  h a rro w in g  e x p e rie n c e  su c h  a s  th is  w h ic h  m a k es  tw o  h e a rts  b e a t a s  o n e , 

lik e  P a t  O ’M a lle y ’s  a n d  m in e .

A n o th er  e x c itin g  d a y  a ro u n d  th e  se m in a ry  is  o v e r  a  ru m o r  th a t so m e  o f  th e  fe llo w s  a re  g o in g  to  b e  

se n t to  R o m e  fo r a d v an c e d  s tu d ie s . O f  c o u rse , p ra c tic a lly  e v e ry  se m in a ria n  w a n ts  to  g o  to  R o m e , a s th e y  

w o u ld  lik e  to  se e th e  m a in  o ff ice , so  th a t th e  n e x t m o n rin g  a  lo t o f  th e  b o y s lo o k  lik e so m e th in g  th e  c a t 

d ra g g ed  in  b e c a u se  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  u n a b le  to  s lee p  fo r d rin k in g  th a t m a y b e th e y  w ill b e se le c te d  fo r th e  

h o n o r. H o w e v e r, I lo o k  a s  fresh  a s  a  d a isy , b e c a u se  I k n o w  th a t a lth o u g h  th e  C h u rc h  a lw a y s h a s  p le n ty o f  

tro u b le s, sh e  w ill h a v e  to  se e  m u c h  b la c k e r d a y s  b e fo re  sh e  w ill b e  se n d in g  m e  to  R o m e . A s I sa y  to  P a t 

O ’M a lle y  th a t d a y , “ P a t. so m e tim e s  I lie  a w ak e  o v e r  S t. T h o m a s ' p ro o fs  fo r  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  G o d , b u t I w ill 

n e v e r lie a w ak e o v e r g o in g  to R o m e .” S o  I s tay in  th e se m in ary ’ u n til I a m  o rd a in e d  p rie s t. T h e n  I a m  



a p p o in te d  a n  a ss is ta n t p a s to r  a t S t. R o se  P a rish , w h e re  I a m  to  h e lp  F a th e r T im  M a llo y , th e  p a s to r; o r a t 

le as t  n o t h o ld  h im  b a c k  a n y  m o re  th a n  I  c a n  a v o id .

II

B E F O R E  G O IN G  to  S t. R o se ’s , I g o  h o m e  fo r  a  little  v a c a tio n . O n  th e  tra in  I m e et Jo e  M ille r  —  

o r  ra th e r , h e  m e e ts  m e . Jo e  M ille r ’s  b u s in e ss is  h a rd w a re , b u t h e  ta k es  o n  re lig io n  a s  a  s id e lin e . N o  so o n e r  

d o e s  h e  se e  m y  R o m a n  c o lla r  th a n  h e  g iv e s  m e  th e  b u s in e ss .

“ T h e tro u b le w ith  re lig io n ,” sa y s Jo e . a fte r so m e p re lim in a ry  re m a rk s a b o u t tire w e a th e r , “ th e  

tro u b le  w ith  re lig io n , y o u n g  fe llo w , is th a t it is to o c o n se rv a tiv e . T h e R e p re se n ta tiv e s o f  R e lig io n  (h e  

p ro n o u n c e s  it  w ith  c a p ita l R s)  a re  b o th erin g  to o  m u c h  w ith  tr if le s .”

H e  sm o o th s  h is  v e s t a n d  lig h ts  a  b ig  c ig a r . A fte r  h e  g e ts  it g o in g  (h e  is  o b v io u s ly  re lie v e d  th a t  I d o  

n o t w a n t o n e ) , h e  g o e s o n . “ I ’ll te ll y o u , y o u n g  fe llo w , th e re  ju s t a re n ’t e n o u g h  b ig  m e n  in  th e  m in istry . 

T h e re ’s  b ig  p o ssib ilitie s  th e re . L o o k  h o w  w e  ra lly  p e o p le  to g e th e r w h e n  w e  g o  to  w a r. L o o k  w h a t c a n  b e  

d o n e  w h e n  th e re  is a  little im a g in a tio n  u sed . W e ll, s ir , I th in k  th e re is th e sa m e p o ssib ilitie s in  re lig io n . 

P e o p le  o u g h t to  b e  h a v in g  m a ss  m e e tin g s  in  th e  b ig  h a lls  fo r G o d ,  ju s t  lik e  th e y  d o  fo r  w a r. T h a t’s  th e  w a y  

I  w o u ld  o p e ra te .”

H e  ta k e s  a  fe w  m o re  p u ffs , a n d  th e n ,  ju s t  a s  I a m  a b o u t  to  in q u ire  w h e th e r h e  h a s  re a d  S t. T h o m a s , 

h e  p o in ts  th e  c ig a r  a t m e  lik e  a  g u n  a n d  a n n o u n c e s , “M a y b e  so m e  d a y  I  w ill e n te r  th e  m in is try .” T h e re  is  

m o re  o f  th e  sa m e, b u t  th a t su m s  it  u p .

W e ll, a t th e  tim e  I d o  n o t sa y  a n y th in g  to  Jo e  M ille r , b u t e v e n  th e n  I re a lize  v e iy  w e ll th a t h e  is  

w a stin g  h is  b re a th , b e c a u se  h e  is  ta lk in g  to  th e  w ro n g  fe llo w . I k n o w  th a t I w ill n e v e r  b e  a  sp e llb in d e r . I  

k n o w  th a t p e o p le w ill g o  to  s le ep  in  th e m id d le  o f  m y  b e s t se rm o n s , a n d  th a t I w ill n e v e r f ill a n y  b ig  

d o w n to w n  h a lls . T h a t  k in d  o f  th in g  is  w o n d e rfu l, b u t I  k n o w  th a t  I  a m  n o t  th e  ty p e .

I d o  n o t fe e l e x a c tly  h a p p y  a b o u t it , b e c a u se  I th in k  m a y b e  it w o u ld  b e  b e tte r  if  I w e re  a  b ig g e r  

m a n  in  e v e ry  w a y . B u t  th e  m o re  I  th in k  a b o u t  it , th e  m o re  it  o c c u rs  to  m e  th a t, a fte r  a ll, G o d  m a k e s  b ig  m e n  

a n d  H e  m a k es  little  m e n , a n d  I  a m  w illin g  to  c o n ce d e  th a t H e  d o e s  n o t  n e e d  a n y  a d v ice  fro m  m e . T h e  th in g  

to  d o , I  d e c id e , is  to  b e  sa tis fie d  w ith  y o u r  ty p e  a n d  p u t  u p  w ith  y o u rse lf  a s  b e s t  y o u  c a n .

T h ere  is  o n e  sp e c ia lly  g o o d  th in g  a b o u t  b e in g  a  little  m a n  a n d  k n o w in g  it —  y o u  a re  n o t lik e ly  to  

d o  th in g s  ju s t so  th a t  p e o p le  w ill sa y  y o u  a re  a  g re a t c h a p . T h e  little  m e n  lik e  m e  c a n  a lw a y s ta k e  c o m fo rt  

in  th e  fa c t th a t  th e y  a re  n o t  te m p te d  to  th a t  k in d  o f  c o n c e it. A n d  it  is  a lw a y s  p o ss ib le  th a t it  is  e v e n  h a rd e r  to  

d o  th e  little  th in g s , b e c a u se  th e n  n o b o d y  sa y s  th a t  y o u  a re  q u ite  a  fe llo w  in d e e d .

A n y h o w , a ll I sa y  to  Jo e  M ille r  is th a t I a m  g o in g  to  try  to  b e  a  p a l to  th e  k id s . O f  c o u rse , h e  is  

v e ry  d isg u ste d  w ith  m e .

" I  th in k  th a t th e  k id s  n e e d  h e lp ,”  I sa y  to  h im . “ a n d  a fte r  a ll. th e y  a re  th e  a d u lts  o f  to m o rro w . O ld e r  

p e o p le  a re  h a rd  to  c h a n g e , b u t k id s  a re n ’ t , a n d  y o u  c a n  d o  a  lo t o f  g o o d  fo r  th e m  b y  ju s t  b e in g  a  p a l.”

Jo e  lo o k s  d o w n  Ir is n o se  a n d  sa y s , “N o w  y o u  se e . th a t is  e x a c tly  w h a t I m e an  b y  tr if lin g . H o w  d o  

y o u  e v e r  e x p e c t G o d  to  g e t w h a t’s  H is  r ig h ts  if  y o u  a re  g o in g  to  g o  a ro u n d  fu ss in g  w ith  k id s? ”

W e ll, a lth o u g h  w e  a re a t o d d s o n  th is , w e  h a v e  a  n ic e  tr ip . Jo e e v e n  b u y s  m y  lu n c h  b e c a u se  h e  

n a tu ra lly  f ig u re s  a  p rie s t w ill n o t  h a v e  a n y  m o n e y , e sp e c ia lly  o n e  lik e  m e  b e c a u se , a s  h e  sa y s , y o u ’v e  g o t  to  

h a v e  b ra in s  to  m a k e  m o n e y . I g u e ss  h e  f ig u res  I  a m  h o p e le ss , b e c au se  h e  s to p s  tiy in g  to  in sp ire  m e  a n d  ju s t  

ja b b ers  a b o u t  th is  a n d  th a t.

I  d o  n o t m e et  Jo e  a g a in  fo r  a  lo n g , lo n g  tim e , b u t I  a m  a lw ay s  e x p e c tin g  to  h e a r  o f  h im  tu rn in g  u p  

w ith  so m eth in g  p re tty  te rr ific  in  th e  lin e  o f  re lig io n . T h a t is , u n til o n e  d a y  I  a m  g o in g  so m e  p la c e  a n d  I  lo o k  

u p  a n d  se e  a  b ig  s ig n  sa y in g  “ S h o p  a t Jo e  M ille r ’s H a rd w a re S to re —  th e  S to re  w ith  a  F u tu re .” S o  th e n  I  

f ig u re  th a t  Jo e  h a s  n o t  y e t  e n te re d  th e  m in istiy  to  p u t  it  o n  its  fe e t, a n d  re lig io n  is  s till in  th e  sm all  tim e .

W h e n  P a t O ’M a lle y  g e ts  m a rrie d  to  h is  b e a u tifu l w ife . I h e a r  th a t th e re  is  q u ite  a  sh in d ig . P a t is  a ll 

d e c k e d  o u t in  a  fu ll d re ss su it a s  th o u g h  h e  is  a  S e n a to r  o r  so m eth in g , a n d  so  a re  h is  a tten d a n ts . H is  w ife  is  

w e arin g  a b e a u tifu l w h ite d re ss a n d  h e r a tte n d an ts h a v e b lu e . T h e a lta r is a ll sp la sh e d w ith  g o rg eo u s  

f lo w ers  a n d  th e  r ic h  c o lo rs  o f  th e  C h u rc h . T o  to p  it a ll o ff  a n d  to  m a k e  th in g s  ju s t p e rfec t, th e re  is  a  te n o r  

w h o se  s in g in g  is  so  to u c h in g  th a t it  m a k es  e v e ry b o d y  a lm o s t  c ry .

A s  I sa id , I  o n ly  h e a r  a b o u t  th is  b e c a u se  th e  se m in a ry  o ff ic ia ls  d o  n o t  th in k  th a t it  is  a  g o o d  id e a  to  

h a v e se m in a ria n s w a n d e rin g  a ro u n d  to  w e d d in g s a n d  th e  lik e . T h e y  th in k  th a t th e y  a re  tra in in g  m e n  fo r  



h o ly  liv in g  a n d  th e y  sh o u ld  b e  m a k in g  sac rif ice s . T h is  is  a ll r ig h t  w ith  m e . A n y w a y , I a m  g la d  to  h e a r  th a t 

P a t h a s  su c h  a  n ic e  w e d d in g .

B u t P a t’s c e le b ra tio n  is  n o th in g  c o m p are d  w ith  th e  d a y  I sa y  m y  f irs t  M a ss. I se n d  o u t in v ita tio n s  

to  le t th e  p e o p le  k n o w  o f  th e  b ig  th in g s  th a t a re  h a p p e n in g  to  m e . T h e  c h u rc h  is  p a c k ed  to  se e m e  b rin g  

C h rist d o w n  o n  e a rth  fo r  th e  f irs t tim e  in  m y  life . S t. M a rk , m y  h o m e  c h u rch , h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  so  b e a u tifu l. 

In  fa c t, w h e n  I se e  it I a lm o s t w e ep  b e c a u se  th e C h u rc h  is m a k in g  so  m u c h  fu ss  o v e r  m e  w h e n  I a m  n o t  

m u c h  a t a ll. a s Jo e  M ille r  b ro u g h t o u t. T h e o rg a n is t is g iv in g  it e v e ry th in g  h e ’s g o t w ith  b o th  h a n d s  a n d  

fe e t, a n d  h e  e v e n  h a s a ll th e s to p s o u t, in c lu d in g  th e  o b o e , w h ic h  I g u e ss k in d  o f  g o t d ro w n e d  o u t. H e  is  

th u n d e rin g  o u t "E c ce  S a c erd o s M a g n u s ” —  w h ic h  m e a n s  B e h o ld  th e  g re a t p ries t —  a s I g o  u p  th e  a is le . 

M y  m o th er  is c ry  in g . [A c tu a lly  F a th e r X ’s s te p m o th e r; Ir is fa th e r  re m arr ied  a fte r h is m o th e r ’s d e a th .] T h e  

c h o ir  h a s  a  b e a u tifu l p ro g ra m  w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  p ra c tic in g  fo r  so m e  tim e , a n d  th e y  p o u r  o u t  th e  litu rg y  

o f  tire  C h u rc h  lik e  a  c h o ir  o f  a n g e ls . E v e ry th in g  g o e s  ju s t  f in e , a n d  e v e n  I  a m  s to p p e d  b y  th e  p a s to r  b e fo re  I  

c a n  m a k e  a  c o u p le  o f  e m b a rra ss in g  m is ta k e s . H e  is  s tan d in g  n e x t  to  m e  to  se e  th a t I  d o  th in g s  r ig h t.

D u rin g  th e  d a y  o f  th e  f irs t M a ss e v e ry b o d y  ju s t se em s  to  b e  in  a w e  o f  m e . T h e re  is  a n  o ld  la d y  I  

u se d  to  d e liv e r  th e  p a p e r  to  w h e n  I h a d  m y  p a p e r ro u te , w h o  c o m es  te n  m ile s  to  g e t m y  b le ss in g . I g u e ss  

th a t I m u st h a v e  h a n d e d  d o w n  th e  b le ssin g  o f  C h ris t o n  a  th o u sa n d  p e o p le  th a t d a y . M y  h a n d  is so re  fo r  a  

w e ek  fro m  p e o p le  sh a k in g  it so  o fte n .

T h e re a so n  th a t th e C h u rc h  m a k es su c h  a  c o m m o tio n  o v e r a  n e w  p ries t is b e c au se th e re  is n o  

p o w e r o n  e a rth  so p o w e rfu l a g a in s t th e d e v il a n d h is le g io n s . C h ris t d o e sn ’t c h o o se to a c t o n  e a rth  

p e rso n a lly  a n y  m o re , b u t ra th e r H e  c h o o se s  p o o r  c h a p s  lik e  m e  to  d o  a ll k in d s o f  b ig  th in g s  fo r  H im . T h e  

p rie st’s a re th e h a n d s th a t p o u r su p e rn a tu ra l life in to p e o p le a t b ir th . H is a re th e h a n d s th a t h o ld  th e  

im m a cu la te  B o d y  o f  C h ris t a t M a ss. H is  a re  th e  h a n d s  th a t c lo se  th e  e y e s  in  d e a th . H is a re  th e  h a n d s  th a t 

c u t th e p o w e rfu l b o n d s o f s in  d ra g g in g  m e n  d o w n  in to h e ll. I t’s lik e a  p o e m  I re ad  o n c e a b o u t “ T h e  

B e a u tifu l H a n d s  o f  th e  P rie s t.”  N o  m a tte r  h o w  g n a rled  a n d  o ld  th e y  a re , th e y  a re  b e a u tifu l in  a  sp iritu a l w a y  

b e ca u se  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  a n o in ted  to  u n ite  G o d  a n d  m e n . S o  th e re  I a m , re a d y  a t la s t to  b e g in  m y  w o rk  fo r  

th e  so u ls  o f  th e  p e o p le  in  S t. R o se  P a rish .

I ll

I  F IN D  O U T  o n  m y  w a y  to  S t. R o se  P a rish  th a t  y o u  c a n  e n te r  e ith e r  fro m  th e  e a s t o r  w e s t. I  w o u ld  

su g g e s t th e e a st, b e c a u se th a t w a y  th e re is a  b e a u tifu l la k e a n d  g a rd en s a n d  tre e s . T h e re a re b e a u tifu l  

h o m e s , a n d  a ll is q u ie t a n d  p e a c e fu l. R ig h t in  th e  m id d le  o f  a ll th is th e re is a  b e a u tifu l P ro te sta n t c h u rc h  

u n d e r  th e  d ire c tio n  o f  th e  R e v e re n d  F e rr is , w h o  is  o n e  h u n d red  p e rc e n t m a n  a n d  a  v e ry ' n o tab le  c h ara c te r .

W e stw a rd , h o w e v e r , it is d iffe ren t, a n d  it w ill g iv e  y o u  th e  jitte rs if  y o u  a re a  re lig io u s -m in d e d  

p e rso n . T h e re is o n e s to re a fte r a n o th er w ith  g a rish  n e o n  s ig n s. T h e re a re se v e ra l m o v ie th e a te rs w ith  

b la z in g  m a rq u ee s . A n d  th e n  th e re  a re  w o rse  p la c e s .

F o r  in s tan c e , th e re  is Jo e  M a zo lli ’s ta v e rn . Jo e  is  a  v e ry  n ic e  g u y  a n d  lo v e s  h is  w ife  a n d  k id s  a n d  

g o e s  to  c h u rch , b u t h e  g iv e s  fe llo w s  to o  m u c h  to  d rin k  a n d  sa y s  it is  n o n e  o f  h is  b u s in e ss  w h e n  h e  se e s  th e y  

a re  h e ad e d  fo r  a  d ru n k .

T h en  th e re  is  D ill's  d ru g  s to re  w ith  a  v u lg a r  d isp la y  o f  m a g az in es , n o t  to  sa y  o b sce n e . T h e n  th e re  

is  F a n c y  D a n ’s  p o o lro o m . I  d o  n o t h a v e  a n y  tir in g  a g a in s t p o o l a s  su c h .

In  fa c t, if  th e  se m in a ry  h a d  ra te d  u s  o n  p o o l. I w o u ld  h a v e  c o m e  o u t  w ith  “ su m m a  c u m  la u d e .”  B u t F a n c y  

D a n ’s  is  a  d e le te r io u s  p o o lro o m , b e c a u se  a ll th e  w ild  k id s  h a n g  o u t  th e re  a n d  p lo t a g a in s t th e  c itiz e n ry  a n d  

h o w  to  u n d e rm in e  th e  g o v e rn m e n t.

T h e  w a y  it  a ll a d d s  u p . S t. R o se  C h u rc h  is  a  k in d  o f  b u ffe r  b e tw ee n  th is  u n sa v o ry  w e ste rn  se c tio n  

a n d  th e  b e a u tifu l e a s te rn  p a rt. I t lo o k s a s if  th e  R e v e ren d  F e rris a n d  h is c o n g re g a tio n a re sa y in g  to  u s  

C a th o lic s . “ W e ll, if  y o u ’re  so  g o o d , le t’s  se e  y o u  h o ld  th e  e v il b a c k .”

A n d  F a th e r  T im  M a llo y is  ju s t  th e  m a n  w h o  c a n  d o  it , a s  I  w ill  d e m o n s tra te  in  d u e  tim e .

T h e  f irs t  p a rish io n e r  I m e e t in  S t. R o se ’s  is  J im m y  S m ith , a g e d  th ir te e n  a n d  v e ry  w e ll se t  u p . A s  I  

sw in g  in to  th e  d riv e w a y  a t th e  c h u rc h  in  m y  n e w  c a r, w h ic h  is a  g if t fro m  th e  p e o p le  o f  m y  h o m e  p a rish  

w h o  a re  p ro u d  o f  m y  p rie s th o o d  if  n o t o f  m e , J im m y  is  s tan d in g  a ro u n d  to ssin g  a  b a se b a ll in to  th e  a ir  a n d  

c a tc h in g  it w h e n  it c o m es  d o w n , a n d  s in g in g  a t th e  to p  o f  h is  v o ic e , “ O  L o rd , I a m  n o t w o rth y .” I d o  n o t  

k n o w  w h e th e r  h e  re a lly  b e lie v es  th is .



W h e n  h e se e s m e  h e  s to p s a b ru p tly , a s if  so m e th in g  v e ry  in tr ig u in g  is h a p p e n in g  in  h is life . H e  

sp o ts  m y  R o m a n  c o lla r, to u c h e s  Ir is c a p . a n d  g iv e s  m e  th e  o n c e  o v e r  w h ile  I a m  h o p in g  h e  w ill re m e m b e r  

th a t th e  c a te c h ism  sa y s  to  lo v e  y o u r  n e ig h b o r.

“ H i, F a th er ,”  h e  sa y s , "a re  y o u  th e  n e w  p rie st? ”

“ I a m  th e  n e w  p rie s t, a n d  w h a t  is  y o u r  n a m e ?”  I  re p ly  in  v e ry  sn a p p y  fa sh io n .

H e  te lls  m e , a n d  a d d s  th a t  h e  h a s  a  s is te r  Ja n e t a n d  a  fa th e r  a n d  m o th e r. I te ll  h im  th a t  th is  is  v e iy  

f in e , a lth o u g h  I  d o  n o t  o b se rv e  a n y th in g  u n u su a l a b o u t  it .

"D o  y o u  p la y  b a se b a ll, F a th e r? ”  h e  g o e s  o n . “ T h e  la s t p ries t  w e  h a d  h e re  d id . H is  n a m e  w a s  F a th er  

M e lle r t a n d  h e  c o u ld  h it  th e m  a  m ile . T h e  k id s  w e re  n u ts  a b o u t  h im .”

I a d m it c a u tio u s ly  th a t I h a v e  b e e n  k n o w n  to  b e  see n  w ith  a  b a t  in  m y  h a n d , b u t  I  a d d  th a t  I  a m  n o t  

n e arly so ta len te d a s F a th e r M e lle r t —  w h o , a fte r a ll, h a d o n c e tr ied o u t fo r th e Y a n k e e s b e fo re  

re m e m b e rin g  a b o u t  w h a t d o e s  it p ro fit  a  m a n . I sa y  to  m y se lf  th a t I  h o p e  J im m y  S m ith  a n d  h is  fr ien d s  w ill 

n o t e x p e c t  G o d  to  se n d  th e m  a  b ig  le a g u e r e v e ry  tim e .

“F a th e r,”  sa y s  J im m y  a t  th is  p o in t, “ I  w ill  g e t  th e  g a n g  to g e th e r  a n d  w e ’ll h a v e  a  g a m e .”

“ O k a y ,”  I say .

J im m y  th e n  e sco rts  m e  to  th e  d o o r  o f  th e  p a rish  h o u se , a sk in g  w h o m  I w o u ld  ra th e r  h a v e  o n  m y  

te am , Jo e  D iM a g g io  o r  T e d  W illia m s , a n d  I  re p ly  th a t I re a lly  d o  n o t k n o w . T h is  see m s  to  d isg u s t h im  n o t a  

little , a n d  I re a lize  th a t I w ill h a v e  to  s to p  b e in g  lig h th e a d ed  a b o u t b a se b a ll if  I a m  g o in g  to  b e  o f  a n y  

se rv ic e  to  S t. R o se  C h u rc h .

H e re I a m . in  th e p a rish  o n ly a  fe w  m in u tes , a n d  a lre ad y I a m  f in d in g  o u t a b o u t th in g s th e y  

o v e rlo o k e d  in  th e se m in a ry ; n a m e ly , th a t a  g o o d  b a ttin g  e y e is a p ra c tic a lly  in d isp e n sa b le p a rt o f th e  

p rie s th o o d .

IV

T H E  H O U S E K E E P E R , N a n  H ig g in s , m e e ts u s  a t th e  d o o r  a n d  sa y s in  a  c o n sp ira to ria l w h isp e r , 

“F a th e r  T im  is  e x p e c tin g  y o u , F a th e r,”  a n d  p o in ts  to  h is  d o o r.

M y  k n e e s a re fe e lin g  p re tty  sp in e le ss a g a in  a s I g o  to w a rd  h is ro o m , b e c a u se  I a m  w o n d e rin g  

w h e th e r h e  w ill ta k e  o n e  lo o k  a t m e  a n d  s ta r t te le p h o n in g  c o m p la in ts  to  th e  B ish o p . A fte r  a ll, it is  n o t lik e  

in  c o lle g e , w h e re  y o u  c h o o se  y o u r  ro o m m a te . In  th is  c a se  th e  B ish o p  d o e s  th e  c h o o s in g  fo r  y o u . S o  I sa y  a  

little  p ra y er  fo r  m y se lf  a s  I  o p e n  th e  d o o r  a n d  fa ce  m y  f irs t  p a s to r .

I a m  m e t f irs t b y  F a th e r T im ’s b ig  a ired a le , M u rp h , a n d  h a d  I k n o w n  it th e n , th is is th e  m o st 

c ru c ia l  m o m en t, b e c a u se  M u rp h  h a s  m o re  th a n  a  little  to  sa y  a b o u t  w h o  is  a c ce p ted  a ro u n d  S t. R o se ’s . I t is  

a  v e ry  lu c k y  th in g  fo r  m e  th a t  I sm ell a ll r ig h t  to  M u rp h , b e c a u se  th a t  is  a t le as t  th re e-q u arte rs o f  th e  b a ttle . 

I  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t w o u ld  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  if  th e  B ish o p  h a d  se n t a  m a n  w h o  w a s  p e rso n a  n o n  g ra ta  to  d o g s .

F a th e r T im  is s tan d in g  r ig h t b e s id e M u rp h , b u t h e  is n o t q u ite so  d e m o n s tra tiv e , a lth o u g h  h e  is  

in d e ed  v e ry  c o rd ia l, fo r  w h ic h  I a m  th a n k fu l. F a th e r  T im  is  a b o u t s ix  fe e t tw o  a n d  w e a rs  b ig  th ic k  g la sses ,  

a n d  h is  fa ce  is  c re a se d  in  a  th o u sa n d  w rin k le s  w h ic h  fo rm  th e  e x p re ss io n  o f  o n e  w h o  h a s  w o rk e d  v e ry  m u c h  

b u t  h a s  la u g h e d  a n d  so rro w ed  e v e n  m o re . I t is  th e  fa ce  o f  a  m a n  w h o  h a s  sh a red  th e  su ffe r in g s  o f  m a n y  a n d  

h a s  fo u g h t w ic k e d n ess  lik e  a  tig e r .

E v e n  a t th is  tim e  I a m  w e ll a w a re  th a t F a th e r  T im  M a llo y  h a s d o n e  b ig  tilin g s  fo r  r ig h te o u sn e ss . 

H e  is  a  k in d  o f  se lf-ap p o in te d  o n e -m a n  v ig ila n c e  c o m m itte e  fo r  th e  w h o le  d io c e se , a s  I h a v e  b e e n  to ld . H e  

is e x c e e d in g ly  to le ra n t o f  h u m a n  b e in g s  a n d  e x c e e d in g ly  in to le ra n t o f  e v il, a n d  m a n y  is th e  m a n  re fra in s  

fro m  d o in g  w ro n g  b e c a u se  h e  fe a rs  th e  w ra th  o f  F a th e r  T im . In  fro n t o f  a ll th is  p rie s t. I fe e l  v e ry ' sm a ll a s  I  

s ta n d  th e re  lo o k in g  a t  h im .

H is  p a s t ru sh e s  b e fo re  m y  e y e s  a s  in  th e  c a se  o f  a  d ro w n in g  p e rso n , w h ic h  I su p p o se  is  w h a t 1 a m  

fe e lin g  lik e  a t  th e  m o m en t. T h e  tim e  F a th e r  T im  c e le b ra te s  fo r ty ' y e a rs  a s  a  p rie s t, th e re  is  a  b ig  c e le b ra tio n  

p u t  o n  b y  h is  fr ien d s . T h e  m a in  tr ib u te  is  p a id  b y  o n e  o f  Ir is  fo rm e r  c la ssm a tes  w h o  I g u e ss  a d m ire s  W illia m  

J e n n in g s B ry a n , b e ca u se  h e  o ra tes th e  w a y  h e  d id . T h is c lassm a te  s ta n d s  u p  a n d  sa y s, p o in tin g  a t F a th e r  

T im , “ H e re is a  re a l m a n  o f  G o d . a m a n  w h o  h a s g ro w n  u p  w ith  th e  c ity ’ . F o r fo r ty  y e a rs h e h a s b e e n  

b e s ieg e d  b y  its  e v ils  a n d  so rd id n e ss, b u t h e  h a s  d a sh e d  th e m  b a c k  d e fe a te d .

"H is h o u se .” sa y s th e  sp e ak e r , w a rm in g  if  n o t a c tu a lly  e x p lo d in g  to  h is to p ic , “ h is h o u se is th e  

m o st a w e-in sp ir in g  b u ild in g  in  th is c ity , b e c a u se  fro m  it c o m e  th e  p ro n o u n c e m e n ts o f  th e  M o st H ig h  a s  

th e y  c a m e  fro m  M o u n t S in a i o f  o ld .”



F a th e r  T im  sa y s  la te r  th a t h e  is  v e iy  m u c h  e m b a rra sse d  b e c a u se  h is  c la ssm a te  la y s  it o n  so  h e a v y , 

b u t e v e iy b o d y  is q u ite g la d  th a t h e m a k es su ch  a n  e lo q u en t sp e ec h , b e c au se th e y sa y th a t F a th e r T im  

d e se rv e s  it , a s  in d ee d  h e  d o e s .

W h e n  h e  jo in s  M u rp h  in  g re e tin g  m e  o n  m y  f irs t  d a y  in  th e  p a rish , h e  h a s  a  n e w sp a p e r in  h is h a n d  

w h ic h  h e  h a s  b e e n  d e v o u rin g . T h e  f irs t  th in g  h e  sa y s  to  m e  is , "P rie s ts  o u g h t  to  k n o w  w h a t’s  g o in g  o n . A ll 

th is  th e o lo g y  isn ’t  a  b it  o f  g o o d  in  a  th e o lo g y  b o o k  u n le ss  y o u  a p p ly  it  to  re a l liv in g .”  T h e n  h e  sh a k e s  h a n d s  

w ith  m e , a n d  I fe e l a s if  I h a v e c a u g h t h o ld  o f  a  g riz z ly  b e a r in  to p  fo rm  a fte r a  lo n g  sm m n e r o f  g o o d  

v ita m in -ric h  e a tin g .

I le a rn  la te r  th a t F a th e r T im  d o e s n o t e v e n  m iss th e m o v ie p a g e , a lth o u g h  h e  o n ly  g o e s to  th e  

m o v ie s a b o u t o n c e  in  tw o  y e a rs  a n d  a lw ay s  g e n u fle c ts  fro m  fo rc e  o f  h a b it b e fo re e n te r in g  h is se a t, w h ic h  

m a k es h im  e x ce e d in g ly  fu r io u s w ith  h im se lf . “ I lo o k  a t th e m o v ie p a g e ,” h e e x p la in s , "a n d  a lso a t th e  

c o m ic  p a g e , to  m a k e  su re  th a t  th in g s  a re n ’t  g e ttin g  to o  w ic k e d  fo r  m y  b o y s  a n d  g ir ls .”

A s h e  sh a k e s —  o r  ra th e r , m a sh e s  —  m y  h a n d , h is e y e s a re  lig h ted  u p , a n d  I re a lize  th a t h e  is  a  

re a l m a n  o f  G o d  a n d  h a s  a  h e a rt  a s  b ig  a s  h im se lf . “F a th e r,”  h e  sa y s , a n d  I  fe e l  v e ry  fu n n y  b e in g  c a lle d  th a t 

b y  th is  o ld  w a rrio r  o f  G o d , “ th e re  is  n o th in g  I  a d m ire  m o re  th a n  a  n e w  p rie st. I  a m  p ro u d  o f  y o u  fo r  g iv in g  

y o u r  y o u n g  life  to  th e  se rv ic e  o f  th e  g re a t M a ste r . W ill  y o u  p le a se  g iv e  m e  y o u r  b le ssin g ?”

H e  h a s  a  h a rd  tim e  g e ttin g  d o w n  o n  h is  k n e e s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  rh e u m a tism , b u t h e  m a k es  it , a n d  

b o w s  h is  h e a d  w h ile  I  to u c h  it  w ith  m y  c o n se c ra ted  h a n d s  a n d  sa y  in  L a tin , “ M a y  th e  b le ssin g  o f  A lm ig h ty  

G o d , th e  F a th e r a n d  th e  S o n  a n d  th e  H o ly  S p ir it, d e sc en d  u p o n  y o u  a n d  fo re v e r  re m a in .

T h e n  I  k n e e l a n d  a sk  fo r  h is  b le ss in g , a n d  I  c a n ’t  th in k  o f  a n y th in g  th a t w ill g iv e  m e  a  b e tte r  s ta r t. 

M a y b e  it is  b e ca u se  I a m  so m e w h a t f lu s te red  th a t  I d o  n o t g iv e  h im  a  h a n d  in  g e ttin g  b a c k  o n  h is  fe e t, a n d  

th is  is  v e ry  fo r tu n a te , b e c a u se  la te r  I le a rn  th a t  F a th er  T im  d o e s  n o t lik e  a n y  im p lie d  su g g es tio n s  th a t h e  is  

n o  lo n g e r  in  sh a p e  to  ru n  th e  h u n d re d  y a rd s  in  te n  se co n d s .

A fte r  w e  ta lk  a b o u t  e v ery th in g  u n d e r  th e  su n , h e  s ittin g  s tro k in g  M u rp h y  a n d  I  p u ff in g  a t  m y  p ip e , 

h e  m e n tio n s  to  m e , “ I su p p o se  y o u  w a n t  to  k n o w  w h a t is  e x p e c te d  o f  y o u . W e ll. F a th e r , if  y o u  ta k e  c a re  o f  

th e  s ick  a n d  th e  k id s , y o u  w ill n e v e r h a v e  a n y  tro u b le  w ith  m e . I k n o w  th e  k id s  w ill w o rsh ip  y o u . T h e y  

w o rsh ip p e d  m e  w h e n  I  w a s  y o u n g .”

H e  lo o k s  a  little  b it  w istfu l a n d  g o e s  o n , “ I g u e ss  th e y  s till lik e  m e , b u t n o t th e  sa m e  a s  th e y  w ill 

lik e  y o u , b e c a u se  y o u  c a n  b e  a  p a l to  th e m . T h e y ’ll th in k  th e y  so rt o f  w o n  y o u  o v e r . Y o u  c a n  d o  a  lo t o f  

g o o d  fo r  th em .

“ A n d  th e  s ick  —  th e y  h a v e  th e  to u g h e s t life  o n  e a rth .

Y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  th is  b u t  I  d o . I ’v e  b e e n  s ic k , a n d  it  g e ts  p re tty  a w fu l lo o k in g  a t fo u r  w a lls a ll d a y . Y o u  c a n  

s to p  in  fo r  a  m in u te  a n d  m a k e  th e  w h o le  d a y  b rig h te r  fo r  a  s ic k  p e rso n .

“ T ry  to  k e e p  y o u r id e a ls , F a th er . I k n o w  th e y a re h ig h  n o w . E v e ry  b o y  th a t c o m es o u t o f  th e  

se m in a ry  th in k s  h e  c a n  c o n q u e r  th e  w o rld  fo r  C h ris t. B u t  th e  b a ttle  w ith  e v il is  a  to u g h  o n e . O fte n  y o u  w ill 

w o n d e r  w h a t is  th e  u se . B u t  w e  h a v e  to  k e e p  o n  try in g .

“Y o u ’ll d o  a  lo t o f  ta lk in g  w ith  p e o p le . Y o u ’ ll b e  g iv in g  in s tru c tio n s a n d  se rm o n s , a n d  a d v is in g  

fo lk s . N o w  y o u  d o  n o t  h a v e  to  b e  a  g re a t o ra to r . In  fa c t, fo r  th e  ru n -o f- th e -m ill d a y -to -d a y  w o rk , m a y b e  it is  

ju s t a s  w e ll if  y o u  a re n ’t . P e o p le  lik e  to  fe e l a t h o m e  w ith  th e ir  p a rish  p rie s ts . T h e  m a in  th in g  th e y  w a n t is  

s in c e rity . G iv e  th e m  th a t —  g iv e  th e m  th e  b e s t o f  y o u rse lf, a n d  y o u  w ill d o  a  g re a t d e a l o f  g o o d . N o w  I  

m u st sa y  m y  O ffic e , F a th er . Y o u r  ro o m  is  n e x t  to  m in e . G o d  b le ss  y o u .”

T h is is o n e th in g  a b o u t b e in g  a  p ries t —  c o n v e rsa tio n s n e v e r b o g  d o w n  a n d  g e t d u ll, b e ca u se  

a lw ay s  o n e  o r  th e  o th e r  su d d e n ly  re m em b e rs  th a t  h e  h a s  n o t  y e t  f in ish e d  sa y in g  h is  O ffic e . T h e  O ffice  is  a n  

h o u r  o f  re ad in g  fro m  th e  P sa lm s a n d  s im ila r  g re a t p ra y ers . P rie s ts sa y  it e v e iy  d a y , a n d  it is  v e ry  g o o d  fo r  

th e  so u l, e v e n  if  so m e w h a t h a rd  o n  th e  e y e s  a t  tim es . S till, y o u  g e t  to  k n o w  it  a lm o st  b y  h e a rt, w h ic h  m a k e s  

it  e a s ie r  a s  th e  y e a rs  p a ss .

W h ile  I a m  u n p a c k in g  in  m y  ro o m , I th in k  b a c k  o n  w h a t p e o p le  h a v e  to ld  m e  a b o u t F a th e r T im . 

T h e y  a lw a y s  sa y  n e v e r  to  a sk  h im  a b o u t  h is  n e w  c h u rc h  u n less  h e  b rin g s  u p  th e  su b je c t h im se lf , b e c a u se  h e  

is  v e iy  to u c h y  a b o u t it , a n d  n o  w o n d e r. T h e  o n e  th in g  F a th er  T im  w a n ts  to  d o  b e fo re  h e  d ie s  is  to  b u ild  a  

b e a u tifu l c h u rc h  to  th e  h o n o r  a n d  g lo iy  o f  G o d ; b u t so m e th in g  is  a lw a y s  in te rfe rin g . In  1 9 2 9  h e  is  a ll re a d y  

to  s ta rt, w ith  p lan s  d ra w n  a n d  e v e iy th in g ,  w h e n  a lo n g  c o m es  th e  D e p ress io n  a n d  h e  h a s  to  u se  a  g re a t d e a l 

o f  m o n e y  to  h e lp  th e  p o o r.

In  fa c t, th e  w a y  I  h e a r  it , n o t  o n ly  d o e s  n o b o d y  in  S t. R o se  P a rish  g o  h u n g iy , b u t  th e y  a re  n o t  e v e n  

e m b arrassed . F a th e r  T im  w ill  n o t s tan d  fo r  so u p  lin e s  o r  a n y th in g  lik e  th a t, a n d  h e  p ra c tic a lly  b lo w s  h is  to p  

w h e n  a n y b o d y  su g g e sts in v es tig a tin g  th e  p o o r. H e  sa y s h is p e o p le  h a v e  a lw a y s b e e n  g o o d  fo lk s , b y  a n d  

la rg e , h a rd -w o rk in g  a n d  th r if ty  e n o u g h , a n d  w h y  sh o u ld  h e  s ta rt to  su sp e c t th e m  o f  m a k in g  a  p o o r  m o u th  



ju s t  b e c a u se  th in g s  h a v e  g o n e  h a y w ire ?  H e  sa y s it is  a n  in su lt to  g o  in to  a  m a n ’s h o m e  a n d  m a k e  h im  te ll  

a ll h is  p e rso n a l  a ffa irs  a s  if  h e  w e re  a  su sp ic io u s  c h a ra c te r  in s te a d  o f  a  g o o d  A m e rica n  c itize n , a n d  b e s id e s , 

a  d e c e n t G o d -fea rin g  C a th o lic . H e  sa y s  it  is  v e ry  p o o r  c h arity  to  sc ra p e  a  m a n ’s so u l ra w  to  h e lp  h is  b o d y . 

C h ris t, sa y s  F a th e r  T im , w o u ld  n e v e r  h u m ilia te  a n y b o d y , a n d  n e ith e r  w ill  h e .

S o  w h a t h e  d o e s  is  q u ie tly  p a y  th e  re n t  a n d  th e  g ro c e ry  b ills  o f  th e  p e o p le  w h o  n e e d  h e lp , a n d  d o e s  

n o t  a sk  th e m  to  m o v e  to  a  c h e a p e r  h o u se  o r  a n y th in g  lik e  th a t, o r  to  ta k e  th e ir  c h ild re n  o u t  o f  sc h o o l a n d  p u t  

th e m  to  w o rk . T h at w a y . n o b o d y  in  S t. R o se  P a rish  k n o w s  w h o  is h it b y  th e  D e p re ssio n , a n d  w h o  isn ’t , 

u n less  th e y  n o tic e  th a t  th e  m a n  o f  th e  h o u se  is  n o t g o in g  to  w o rk . O f  c o u rse  F a th e r  T im ’s  m e th o d  is  fa ir ly  

e x p en s iv e ,  b u t  h is  a n sw e r  to  th a t  is  th a t  C h rist c a n  se n d  h im  a ll  th e  m o n e y  in  F o rt K n o x  if  H e  w a n ts  to , a n d  

h e  is  q u ite  su re  C h rist  w ill b e  m o re  lik e ly  to  se n d  so m e  if  it  is  sp en t  in  a  C h ris t- lik e  m a n n er  th a n  if  it is  n o t. 

T h is  is  q u ite  lo g ica l  if  I u n d ers ta n d  m y  S t. T h o m as  A q u in a s . A n y h o w , it  w o rk s  fo r  F a th e r  T im , b e c a u se  h e  

r id e s th ro u g h  th e  D e p ress io n  a ll r ig h t, a n d  n o  h a rm  d o n e  e x c e p t to  th e  b u ild in g  fu n d  fro m  w h ic h  h e  h as  

b e e n  fo rce d  to  b o rro w ; a n d  w h e n  th e  D e p ress io n  is  o v e r , h e  re p a y s  it  v e ry  h a n d ily .

B u t w h a t w ith  o n e  th in g  a n d  a n o th e r , it ta k e s q u ite  a  w h ile ; a n d  w h e n  h e  is re ad y  a g a in  to  s ta r t  

b u ild in g , th e  in te rn a tio n a l s itu a tio n  is  b e c o m in g  so m e w h a t to u c h y , to  sa y tire le a st. A t th is  ju n c tu re , th e  

D e a n  o f  th e d is tr ic t, w h o  is a  v e ry  w ise  m a n  a n d  c o n s id e ra b ly c a lm e r in  te m p era m en t th a n  F a th e r T im , 

a d v ise s  h im  to  w a it, b e c a u se  it m a y  v e iy  w e ll h a p p e n  th a t U n c le  S a m  w ill s la p  c o n tro ls  o n  e v e ry th in g  a n d  

th e  c h u rc h  w ill b e  le f t s ta n d in g  h a lf-f in ish e d  o r  e v e n  o n ly  o n e -q u a rte r . I t tu rn s o u t in  d u e  tim e  th a t th is  is  

v e ry  sm a rt c o u n se l. B u t F a th e r T im , b e in g  u n a b le  to  p e e r  in to  th e  fu tu re , is so m e w h a t ta k en  a b ac k  a t th e  

m o m e n t a n d  is h e a rd  w o n d e rin g  w h e th e r h e  is e x p ec ted  to  liv e a s lo n g  a s M e th u se lah  to  g e t h is c h u rc h  

b u ilt. V e ry  so o n , h o w e v e r , h e  re c o v e rs h is  p o ise  a n d  a p lo m b , b e ca u se  h e  k n o w s  th a t h e  is  a  h a rd  m a n  to  

c irc u m v e n t. “ I a m  a  h a rd  m a n  to  c ircu m v e n t,” h e  o b se rv es  to  o n e  o f  h is c ro n ie s , “ a n d  I h a v e  a  sc h e m e .”  

W h e n  in v ite d  to  re v e a l th e se cre t, h e lo o k s m y ste r io u s a n d  c h an g e s  th e su b jec t. H o w e v e r, a t th e  tim e  I  

a rr iv e  a t S t. R o se , I  o b se rv e  c e rta in  th in g s, a n d  a fte r  p u ttin g  tw o  a n d  tw o  to g e th e r a c co rd in g  to  S t. T h o m a s , 

I  b e lie v e  I  p e rc e iv e  th e  sh a p e  o f  th e  sc h e m e .

T O  G E T  B A C K  to  J im m y  S m ith  a n d  th e  b a seb a ll g a m e : w h e n  I g o  o u ts id e  a fte r m y  ta lk  w ith  

F a th e r T im , J im m y  sa y s to  m e , “F a th e r , y o u  p la y  sh o rts to p  b e c a u se  y o u  h a v e  a  p re tty  g o o d  a rm .” I o b e y  

w ith o u t in fo rm in g  h im  th a t  th is  is  a  p ro m o tio n  fo r  m e  b e c a u se  in  th e  se m in a ry ' th e y  a lw a y s  p u t m e  in  r ig h t 

f ie ld . T h is  is  b e c a u se  m o st  o f  th e  b a lls  a re  h it  to  le f t  f ie ld .

J im m y a n d h is fr ie n d s , I d isc o v er q u ic k ly , a re v e ry c h arita b le a n d f ille d w ith C h ris tia n  

d isp o sitio n s , b e c a u se  th e y  d o  n o t b e ra te m e w h e n  I m a k e e ig h t e rro rs , b u t in s te a d  sa y , “ T o u g h , F a th e r . 

G o o d  try .”  T h is  is  n o t  tru e ,  b u t  it  is  v e ry  h e lp fu l to  m y  in fe r io r ity  c o m p le x .

E v e n  a t  b a t  I lo o k  lik e  a  n o tab le  fa ilu re . I  m iss  th e  b a ll e n tire ly  a  n u m b e r  o f  tim e s, a n d  tw ic e  I f ly  

o u t  to  th e  in f ie ld . M a y b e  it is  m y  im a g in a tio n , b u t I c a n  a lm o s t  h e a r  th e  b o y s  a sk in g  th e m se lv e s  w h a t  k in d  

o f  a ssis tan t  p a s to r  th e  B ish o p  h a s  p a lm e d  o ff  o n  th e m .

A b o u t  th a t tim e  I m u st h a v e  sa id  a  p ra y e r , b e c a u se  I  la m b as te  o n e  a n d  p e rc e iv e  im m e d ia te ly  th a t it 

is  su re ly  a  h o m e  ru n . b e ca u se  it is  g o in g  to  g o  o v e r  th e  sm a ll fe n c e  in  le f t f ie ld . A s  I a m  ro u n d in g  se c o n d  I 

h e a r a  sc an d a lo u s  ra c k e t, w ith  b a n g in g s  a n d  th u m p in g s a n d  sh o u tin g s . I t tu rn s o u t th a t m y  h o m e  ru n  lia s  

k n o c k e d  o v e r  a  g a rb ag e  c a n  in  a  v e ry ' b e au tifu l  b a c k  y a rd , a n d  a  la rg e  a n d  a n n o y e d  m a n  is  h o p p in g  o v e r  th e  

fe n ce  to  h a v e  a  fe w  w o rd s  w ith  m e .

“ S a y . y o u  b ig  fa th ea d ,”  h e  o b se rv e s  in  w h a t  I  c o n s id er  a n  u n -C h ris tia n  a n d  in h o sp ita b le  to n e . T h e n  

h e  sa y s  so m e th in g  a b o u t a  c a se  o f  a rres te d  d e v e lo p m e n t, w h ic h  I ta k e  a s  a  re fe re n c e  to  m y  p la y in g  w ith  th e  

k id s . H e  a lso  p ro p o se s  v e ry  w a rm ly  th a t I g o  p ic k  u p  a ll th e  g a rb ag e  if  I d o n ’t w a n t m y  h e a d  p u n c h e d , o r  

w o rd s  to  th a t e ffe c t. A t th is  p o in t h e  lo o k s  a t m y  fa c e , g u lp s  a n d  sa y s , “F a th er  B o b !”  H e  is  n o n e  o th e r  th a n  

P a t O ’M a lle y , m y  se m in a ry  p a l  w ith  th e  b e au tifu l se co n d  c o u s in , th e  fe llo w  w h o  is  w ith  m e  th e  tim e  F a th e r  

R e a rd o n  s its  u p  in  th e  c o ff in .

A fte r  P a t O 'M a lle y  h a s  d e te rm in e d  th a t a fte r a ll h e  d o e s  n o t d e s ire  to  p u n c h  m y  h e a d  fo r  u p se ttin g  

h is  g a rb a g e  c a n . n o th in g  w ill  d o  b u t  th a t I  c lim b  o v e r  th e  fe n c e  w ith  h im  a n d  m e e t  h is  w ife  a n d  k id s .

I m a k e  m y  e x c u se s  to  J im m y  S m ith  a n d  th e  te am , a n d  w e  a p p ro ac h  th e  O ’M a lle y  d o m ic ile . I a m  

so m e w h a t a la rm ed  w h e n  P a t e sc o rts m e in  th ro u g h  th e  k itc h e n  b e c a u se I a m  to ld  o n  g o o d  a u th o rity ' th a t 

so m e  w o m en  d o  n o t  w ish  to  re c e iv e  th e ir  g u e s ts  th e re .



H o w e v e r, it tu rn s o u t th a t M rs. O ’M a lle y  d o e s n o t m in d , a n d  a n y h o w  th e  liv in g  ro o m , a s I le a rn  

la te r , is  so  o c c u p ie d  w ith  to y s  a n d  d o g s  a n d  c h ild re n  th a t  it  is  a s  m u c h  a s  y o u r  life  is  w o rth  to  se t  fo o t in  it .

A fte r  th e  u su a l p le a sa n tr ie s , P a t w a n ts  to  k n o w  d o  I c rav e  a  g la ss  o f  b e er . I re p ly  th a t I  w ill ta k e  

c o ffe e . H e  lo o k s  d is tre ssed . M rs. O 'M a lle y  p o u rs  m e  a  c u p  a n y h o w , a n d  P a t o p e n s  a  b e e r  fo r  h im se lf, a n d  

w e  re tire  to  th e  d in in g  ro o m  to  d e c id e  w h a t c a n  b e  d o n e  a b o u t  a  w o rld  in  w h ic h  p e o p le  h a v e  n e v e r  s to p p e d  

a c tin g  lik e  A d a m  a n d  E v e .

N a tu ra lly I a sk P a t w h a t h e is d o in g , a n d a m  n o t a t a ll su rp rised  to b e to ld th a t h e is a  

n e w sp ap e rm an . H e  a lw ay s  d id  h a v e  m u c h  to  sa y , if  n o t to o  m u c h , a n d  p o sse sse d  v e iy  d e fin ite  o p in io n s  o n  

e v e ry th in g . H o w e v er, h e  in fo rm s  m e  in  a  c o n fid e n tia l to n e  th a t h e  is  n o t  e x a c tiy  d e lirio u s ly  h a p p y  a b o u t  h is  

jo b .

“ I  a m  w o rk in g  fo r  a  b ig  n e w sp a p e r ,”  h e  sa y s , “a n d  I a m  in  c o n tin u a l  re b e llio n . N o w  I  d o  n o t w a n t 

to  g iv e  y o u  th e  id e a  th a t  th e  b ig  n e w sp a p ers  a re  h o p e le ss ly  w ic k ed .”

“ T h e y  a ren 't? ”  I  in q u ire , ra is in g  m y  e y e b ro w s  h u m o ro u sly  in  p re ten d e d  a s to n ish m e n t.

H e  d o e s  n o t e v e n  n o tic e  m y  w ittic ism . “N o ,”  h e  sa y s so lem n ly . “ I im a g in e  th e y  lo o k  p re tty  g o o d  

c o m p a red  w ith  n e w sp ap e rs in  so m e o th e r c o u n tr ie s —  a lth o u g h I w ill a d m it th a t I c a n n o t re a d  th e ir  

la n g u a g e s . A n y h o w , A m e rica n  n e w sp a p ers  h a v e  so m e  v e ry  f in e  v ir tu e s .”

“ I  h a d n 't n o tice d ,”  I  te ll  h im , s till H y in g  to  b rig h ten  u p  th e  c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  a  w isec rac k  o r  tw o .

H e  d o e sn ’t e v e n  se e m  to  h e a r  m e . " I th in k  th e y  try  p re tty  h a rd ,” h e  sa y s, “ to  g e t th e  tro th  a b o u t 

m o st  th in g s , a n d  b y  a n d  la rg e  th e y  a re  fa ir. A lso , th e y  u su a lly  lik e  to  f ig h t fo r  th e  u n d e rd o g . B u t  th e y  h a v e  

so m e  se rio u s  fa u lts  d u e  to  th e  fa c t th a t  th e ir  p h ilo so p h y  is  n o t so u n d  a t so m e  p o in ts .”

"T h e y  sh o u ld  re a d  S t. T h o m a s  A q u in as ,”  I  te ll  h im , a n d  th is  tim e  I  a m  n o t  jo k in g .

T h e n a m e o f  th e  a ll- tim e c h a m p io n  p h ilo so p h e r c a p tu red  h is a tte n tio n , a n d  h e n o d s . “Y e s,” h e  

sa y s , “ th e y  sh o u ld , a lth o u g h  I  w ill a d m it  th a t  I  a m  n o  T h o m is tic  sc h o la r  m y se lf.”  T h e n  h e  g o e s  o n . “ O n e  o f  

th e  th in g s  w ro n g  w ith  th e  p a p e rs  is  th a t th e y  a re  to o  q u ic k  to  c ritic iz e  la b o r  m o v e m en ts , a n d  to o  a n x io u s  to  

d e fe n d  b ig  in d u s tr ies  a n d  c o rp o ra tio n s. T h e y  a re  n o t p ro p e rly  b a lan c e d  o n  th a t  p o in t.”

“ T o  p u t it m ild ly ,”  I  re m a rk  m ild ly .

“ A lso ."  h e  c o n tin u es , “ th e y  a re  v e iy  lo o se  in  th e  m a tte r o f  p u rity  a n d  m o d e s ty , a s  a n y b o d y  c a n  se e  

b y  lo o k in g  a t  th e  p ic tu re s  th e y  a re  a lw ay s  p rin tin g  fro m  H o lly w o o d  a n d  su ch  p la c e s . T h e y  p rin t s tu ff  w h ic h  

e x c ite s  th e  lo w e r  in s tin c ts , a n d  th e n  d re y  g e t  in to  a  la th e r  w h e n  th e se  in s tin c ts  b re a k  lo o se  in  so m e  re v o ltin g  

c rim e . K n o w  w h a t 1 m e an . F a th e r? ”  H e  lo o k s  a t m e .

I a ssu re h im  th a t I k n o w  w h a t h e  m e an s , a n d  h e  g o e s  o n . " I t is  lik e  a d v e rtis in g  p o iso n  c a n d y , a n d  

th e n  c o n d em n in g  th e  c h ild re n  w h o  e a t it a n d  g e t v e iy s ick . T h is w o u ld  b e  h o rrib le  h y p o c risy  if  th e  m e n  

w  h o  b o ss  th e se  n e w  sp a p e rs  re a liz ed  w h a t th e y  a re  d o in g , b u t  I  d o  n o t th in k  th e y  d o .”

“ T h e y  sh o u ld  re a d  th e  T en  C o m m an d m e n ts ,”  I  in fo rm  h im .

H e  p o in ts  a lo n g  f in g e r a t m e . "Y o u  sa id  it!” h e  e x c la im s . “ T h e ir m o ra lity  h a s h o le s in  it . T h e y  

c o n d e m n  ro b b e ry a n d  b u rg la ry  a n d  m u rd e r b e c a u se  th e y  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t su c h  th in g s  a re  d a n g ero u s  c rim e s  

a g a in s t  so c ie ty .”

“ A n d  a g a in s t G o d .”  I  o b se rv e .

O ’M a lle y sh ru g s. “ I ’m  a fra id  th e y d o n 't th in k  a b o u t G o d  v e iy  m u c h . A n y h o w , th e y  c o n d e m n  

so m e  s in s, a n d  c o n d o n e  o th e rs . T h e y  d o  n o t f ly  in to  a  ra g e  o v e r  th e  o p p re ss io n  o f  th e  p o o r. A n d  th e y  a re  

e sp e c ia lly  o ff-b a se  in  th e  m a tte r  o f  m a rria g e .

“ T h e y  w ill d e n o u n c e  a  m a n  w h o  is  a  tra ito r  to  h is  c o u n try , b e c a u se  th e y  b e lie v e  in  p a tr io tism  a n d  

lo y a lty ' in  th a t f ie ld . B u t th e y  ta k e  it a s  a  jo k e  w h e n  a  m a n  is  a  tra ito r  to  h is  w ife  a n d  c h ild re n , b e c a u se  th e y  

d o  n o t  b e lie v e  in  th e  p a tr io tism  th a t  m a k es  a  m a n  lo y a l to  th e  f la g  o f  h is  o w n  h o m e .”

"P a t.”  I sa y s , “ th a t  is  v e ry  w  e ll p u t. Y o u  sh o u ld  b e  w ritin g  th e  e d ito r ia ls .”

H e  lo o k s  a t m e  to  se e  if  I  a m  k id d in g  h im . W h e n  h e  re a liz e s  I a m  n o t, h e  g rin s  sh e ep ish ly . B u t in  a  

m in u te h e g o e s o n . “ T h e y c o n d e m n  a so ld ie r w h o  q u its u n d e r  f ire , a lth o u g h  m a y b e th e p o o r c h ap  w a s  

fr ig h ten e d  o u t o f  h is  w its ; b u t  th e y  g la m o riz e  th e  r ich  m a n  o r  w o m an  w  h o  w e lsh e s  o u t o f  lo v in g  h is  o r  h e r  

o w n  w ife  o r  h u sb a n d  a n d  c h ild re n .”

O ’M a lle y  in c h es  fo rw a rd  in  h is  c h a ir . “F o r  in s ta n c e , th e  o th e r  d a y  I  h a n d  in  a  s to ry  a b o u t  th e  fo o l 

e x cu se s  fo r  w h ic h  c o u rts  b re a k  u p  h o m e s . O n e  so c ia l b u tte rf ly  g e ts  a  d iv o rc e  b e c a u se  h e r  h u sb an d  d o z e s  o n  

th e  c o u c h  a fte r  d in n e r . A n o th e r  n o ta b le  d o ll  is  a llo w e d  to  ro b  h e r  c h ild ren  o f  th e ir  fa th e r  b e c a u se  h e  w a s  a n  

a ll-A m e ric a n  g u a rd , a n d  w h e n  h e  h a d  a  fe w  d rin k s  o n c e , h e  d e m o n s tra ted  h is  fo o tb a ll ta c tic s  in  th e  liv in g  

ro o m  a n d  b u s te d  a  c o ffee  ta b le  w h ic h  h is  m o th e r- in - la w ' h a d  g iv e n  th e m .



“ T h e re  w e re  m a n y  o th e r  s im ila r  e x a m p le s in  m y  s to ry , a n d  th e y  sh o w e d  h o w  p re p o ste ro u s  d iv o rc e  

is , a n d  h o w  it is  m a k in g  a  jo k e  o u t o f  o u r  c o u rts  o f  ju s tice  a n d  o u t o f  m a rria g e , w h ic h  is  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  

A m eric a . If  I  d o  sa y  so  m y se lf , it  is  a  g o o d  s to iy .”

O ’M a lley  p a u ses  fo r  b re a th , b u t I  d o  n o t sa y  a n y th in g . I d o  n o t  w a n t to  d is tu rb  h is  tra in  o f  th o u g h t  

—  a lth o u g h  I  k n o w  tlia t it  is  v e ry  h a rd  to  d o  th a t.

“ I  h a n d  th e  s to iy  to  th e  c ity  e d ito r ,”  sa y s  O ’M a lley , “a n d  h e  g e ts  a  lo t  o f  c h u c k les  o u t  o f  it , b u t h e  

sa y s it is d y n a m ite a n d  h a d  b e tte r n o t b e  p rin te d . T h e n  h e sa y s, 'B y  th e w a y , P a t, w e a re c o n d u c tin g  a  

su rv e y  to  se e  w h e th e r a  fe llo w  o u g h t to  tiy  to  k iss  a  g ir l o n  th e  f irs t d a te . H o w  a b o u t  lin in g  u p  in te rv ie w s  

w ith  p ro m in e n t  c itiz en s  o n  th a t? ’“

O ’M a lley  lo o k s  a t m e , a n d  I lo o k  b a c k  a t h im , a n d  w e  b o th  lo o k  p re tty  w e a iy . “ W e ll, F a th e r,”  h e  

sa y s, “ th a t  is  th e  s itu a tio n , a n d  I  fe e l  p re tty  lo w  a b o u t  it . I  a m  w o n d e rin g  h o w  I  a m  g o in g  to  e x p la in  to  G o d  

w h a t I  d id  w ith  th e  ta le n ts  H e  g a v e  m e .”  A n d  h e  sp rea d s  o u t  h is  h a n d s .

A fte r  th is . P a t g o e s  o u t  to  th e  k itch e n  fo r  a n o th e r  b o ttle  o f  b e e r . I c a ll to  h im  th a t  I ’v e  h a d  e n o u g h  

c o ffe e .

W h e n  h e  re tu rn s . I te ll h im , “ S a y . I  h e a r  o n  th e  g ra p e v in e  th a t  th e  C a th o lic  p a p e r  h e re  in  to w n  w ill 

b e  n e ed in g  a  g o o d  n e w sp ap e rm a n .”

T h e  H o ly  S p ir it, w h o  in sp ires g o o d  th o u g h ts , m u st h a v e  h a d  so m eth in g  to  d o  w ith  th is , b e c a u se  

su re  e n o u g h  P a t g e ts  th e  jo b  a n d  to d a y  h e  e v e n  w rite s a  c o lu m n  ju s t lik e  F a th e r G illis , a n d  so m etim e s  it is  

e v e n  lo n g er .

T h e  fu n n y  p a rt o f  it is  th a t I u n d e rs ta n d  in  d u e  tim e  th a t P a t m a k e s  th e  p a p e r so  su c ce ss fu l th a t h e  

e v e n  m a k es  a  g o o d  liv in g  in  a d d itio n  to  k e ep in g  h is  c o n sc ien c e  c le ar  a n d  b e in g  a s  a  re su lt v e ry  h a p p y . T h is  

n a tu ra lly  b rin g s  to  m in d  w h a t O u r  L o rd  sa id  a b o u t see k  y e  f irs t  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  a n d  H is  ju s tice , a n d  a ll 

th e se  o th e r  th in g s  w ill b e  a d d e d . I t is  re a lly  tru e .

P a t is  o n e  o f  th o se  c h a p s  w h o  d o  n o t c a re  to o  m u c h  a b o u t m o n e y . I g u e ss h e  n e v e r  fo rg o t a ll th e  

ta lk s in  th e  se m in a ry ’ a b o u t la y  n o t u p  tre asu re s o n  th is  e a rth  w h e re  ru s t c o rru p te th  a n d  th e  m o th  c ree p  in . 

H e  a lw ay s  g e ts  v e ry v io le n t a b o u t p e o p le  w h o  k o w to w  to  c erta in  m e n  m e re ly  b e c a u se  th e y  a re  r ic h , e v e n  if  

th e y  a re  ig n o ran t a n d  fo u l-m in d e d  a n d  o u g h t  to  b e  k e p t o u t o f  d e c e n t  p e o p le ’s  liv in g  ro o m s. “ I  th in k  I  w ill 

w rite a c o  h m m  a b o u t th is ." h e sa y s to m e , a n d I th in k  th a t it is a g o o d  id e a  b e c a u se th e d e ro g a to ry  

a d je c tiv e s w ill c e rta in ly  f lo w  o u t o f  h im  o n  th is  su b jec t.

V I

S O M E T IM E S  W H E N  I p ra y  I te ll G o d  h o w  w o n d e rfu l  H e  is , so m etim e s  I th a n k  H im  fo r  w h a t H e  

d o e s , so m etim e s I b e g  p a rd o n  fo r  w h a t I d o , a n d  so m etim e s  I a sk  fo r  w h a t I n e e d . I t sa y s  in  th e  c a te c h ism  

th a t  w e  sh o u ld  p ra y  lik e  th is .

W h e n  I f irs t c o m e to S t. R o se ’s , I p ra y m o stly th e la s t w a y , tru s tin g  th a t G o d  w ill n o t m in d  

b e c a u se  I n e ed  a  g re a t m a n y  tilin g s . I n e e d  to  p le a se  F a th er  T im  M a llo y , a n d  I n e e d  h e lp  to  a v o id  d o in g  a  

g re a t m a n y  d u m b  th in g s , w h ic h  I a m  p a rtia l to . B u t e sp e c ia lly  I a sk  G o d  a t th is  tim e  to  m a k e  m e  a  g o o d  

te a c h er  o f  re lig io n , b e c a u se  th is  is  v e ry Im p o rta n t a n d  I c a n  ju s t se e  th e  c h ild re n  g e ttin g  b o re d  s tiff  w ith  m y  

fu m b lin g  e x p lan a tio n s  o f  th e  g re a t d o c trin e s  o f  C h ris t.

O f  c o u rse I h a d  s tu d ie d  a  g o o d  b it o f  th e o lo g y . b u t te llin g  y o u n g s te rs  a b o u t it is so m eth in g  e lse  

a g a in ; a n d  th e  f irs t tim e  F a th er  T im  ta k e s m e  in to  th e  sc h o o l a n d  in tro d u c e s m e , I c a n ’t  th in k  o f  a n y th in g  

m o re  in sp ir in g  to  sa y  th a n , " I  a m  g la d  to  b e  h e re  a n d  I  h o p e  th a t I w ill b e  a  g o o d  p ries t  fo r  y o u .”  I t see m s  to  

m e  a fte rw a rd s  th a t a n y  d u m m y ’ c o u ld  h a v e  sa id  th a t, w h e th e r  h e  k n e w  a n y  th e o lo g y  o r  n o t.

T h e  n e x t tim e  I e n te r  th e  sc h o o l to  s ta rt in s tru c tio n s , I ta k e  m y  p la c e a t th e  d e sk  w ith  so m e w h a t 

m o re  th a n  a  m o d ic u m  o f  fe a r  a n d  trem b lin g , a n d  I a m  w o n d e rin g  w h e th e r  I c a n n o t  c o n triv e  to  b e  a  little  b it  

le ss  s tu p id .

I h a v e in  m in d  th a t I w ill s ta r t o ff  w ith  a  ro u sin g  g o o d  s to ry . m a y b e  a b o u t F a th e r  D a m ie n  w h o  

g a v e  u p  e v e ry th in g  a n d  w e n t o v e r  to  M o lo k a i to  ta k e  c a re  o f  th e  le p ers , a n d  in  th e  e n d  g o t le p ro sy  h im se lf  

a n d  s ta r te d  Ir is fa m o u s se rm o n  w ith  th e  w o rd s "M y  d e a r fe llo w -le p ers ." T h is . I f ig u re , w ill sh o w  th e  b o y s  

a n d  g ir ls  th e  b e a u ty a n d  w o n d e r  o f  g o o d n e ss .

B u t w h a t a c tu a lly  h a p p e n s is , I g e t sc a re d  a n d  fo rg e t w h a t I a m  g o in g  to  sa y , a n d  tire f irs t th in g  

y o u  k n o w  I a m  s ta rtin g  w ith  A d a m  a n d  E v e  a n d  c o m in g  fo rw ard  (o r is it b a c k w a rd ? ) to  th e  p re sen t tim e , 

c o v e rin g  p ra c tic a lly  th e  w h o le  o f  C h ristia n  h is to ry  a n d  n o t a  little o f  th e  d o c trin e  in  o n e  le s so n . I g u e ss I  



sp o u t p ra c tic a lly  e v ery  th in g  I k n o w  in  o n e  fo r ty -f iv e -m in u te  ta lk . In  fa c t, I c o v e r  th e  h is to ry o f  th e  Je w s , 

w ith  a ll its  im p lic a tio n s , in  te n  m in u tes , w h ic h  I  a m  in c lin e d  to  su sp e c t is  p e rh ap s  th e  a ll- tim e  re co rd .

T h e  n e x t  tim e , I a m  n o t q u ite  so  sc are d , b u t I  a m  s till  jitte ry  e n o u g h  to  g o  o v e r  th e  A d a m  a n d  E v e  

ro u tin e  fo r  th e  se c o n d  tim e ; a n d  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  th is I  v e n tu re  a  jo k e  b y  m e n tio n in g  th a t a ll th e  tro u b le  in  

th e  w o rld  is b e c a u se o f  a  w o m a n . R ig h t th e n  I le a rn  th a t w h a t g ro w n -u p s  c a ll h u m o r is n o t w h a t m a k es  

y o u n g s te rs la u g h . M y  sa lly  fa lls  f la t o n  its  fa c e , a n d  it se em s  to  m e  th e re  is c o n s id e rab le  b o re d o m  in  th e  

a tm o sp h e re , so  I s to p  a n d  lo o k  a t th e m  a n d  a sk , “ Isn ’t  th is  in te re s tin g  to  y o u ? ”

A  b o y  in  th e  b a c k  ro w  g e ts  u p  a n d  sa y s , “ W e ll, F a th e r , w e  a ll k n o w  th a t E v e  is g o in g  to  e a t th e  

fru it a n d  g e t A d a m  to  d o  lik e w ise , so  it is  n o t  v e ry  e x c itin g . I t is  lik e  see in g  th e  sa m e  m o v ie  o v e r  a n d  o v e r .”

W ith  th is , I b e g in  to  a sk  q u e s tio n s , h o p in g  to  liv e n  th e  s itu a tio n . “ C a n  b a b ie s g o  to  h e a v e n  if  th e y  

a re  n o t  b a p tiz e d ?”  I in q u ire  o f  J im m y  S m ith , th e  b o y  w h o  tr ied  m e  o u t  fo r  h is  b a seb a ll  te am .

"N o , F a th er ,” h e  sa y s, “b e ca u se  o f  o rig in a l s in , w h ic h  to o k  a w a y  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l fro m  u s . T h e y  

g o  to  a  p la c e  o f  n a tu ra l h a p p in e ss .”

H e m u st h a v e  b e e n  a s to n ish e d  a n d  in  fa c t d e lir io u s a t h is o w n  e ru d itio n , b e c a u se h e su d d en ly  

w a v es  h is  h a n d s  fra n tica lly  a b o v e  h is h e a d  a n d  s lap s  th e  g ir l in  fro n t o f  h im  so  h a rd  th a t sh e  n e arly  f lie s  

in to  th e  in k w e ll.

I b e g in  to  h a v e  a  fa in t su sp ic io n  th a t d isc ip lin e  is g e ttin g  a w a y  fro m  m e . A lso , I th in k  to  m y se lf  

th a t I  w ish  I  h a d  p a id  m o re  a tte n tio n  to  o u r  e d u c a tio n  c o u rses  in  th e  se m in ary .

A n y h o w , I sa y  in  m y  se v e res t v o ic e , “ J im m y , th is  w ill n o t d o . C o m e  to  se e  m e  a fte r sch o o l.” A t 

w h ic h  p o in t  I  g e t  m y se lf  o u t o f  th e  ja m  b y  tu rn in g  th e  c la ss  b a c k  to  th e  S is te r  in  c h a rg e  a n d  w a lk in g  o u t o f  

th e  ro o m  w ith  w h a t d ig n ity  I c a n  m u ste r .

I g o  im m e d ia te ly  to  m y  ro o m  fo r so m e  d e e p  th in k in g , b e c a u se  I re a lize  th a t I a m  fa c in g  a  m a jo r  

c ris is . W h ile I a m  re v ie w in g  in  m y  m in d  th e  v a rio u s th e o rie s  o f  d isc ip lin e , m y  m in d  g o e s  b a c k  to  S is te r  

B a s il. Y e a rs a g o , w h e n  I a m  in  g ra d e  sc h o o l, sh e  is  th e  se v e n th  g ra d e  te ac h er , a n d  a ll h e r  p u p ils  h a v e  tw o  

a m b itio n s . O n e  is  to  g ra d u a te . T h e  o th e r  is  to  h a v e  S is te r  B a s il fo r  a  te a ch e r .

I su p p o se S is te r  B a s il is m a y b e  to o  e a sy -g o in g  so m etim e s  b e c a u se sh e  is  v e ry  k in d -h e a rte d  a n d  

lo v e s  y o u n g ste rs . B u t th e re  isn ’t  a  b o y  o r  g ir l w h o  w o n ’t  d o  a n y th in g  fo r  h e r . S h e  e v e n  m a k es  so m eth in g  o f  

Jo e  L o n g o .

Jo e  isn ’t  a  b a d  g u y , I  g u e ss , b u t a ll th e  te ac h ers  a t th a t  tim e  sa y  h e  w ill  p ro b a b ly  b e  a  te rr ib le  f lo p  

in  life , a n d  th e  re s t o f  th e  c h ild re n , lo o k in g  in to  th e  fu tu re , se e  h im  h a n g in g  a ro u n d  so m e  ra ilro a d  y a rd , a  

h o b o . T h e  tro u b le  w ith  Jo e  is  h e  p la y s  h o o k e y .

In  th e  w in te r h e  c o m es  to  sc h o o l, b u t in  sp rin g  it is  a n o th er  s to ry . Jo e  is a  fa n a tic  a b o u t c irc u ses  

a n d  b a seb a ll g a m es  a n d  s im ila r sh in d ig s , a n d  h e  a lw a y s sa y s h e  is g o in g  to  b e  a  f ire m a n  a n y h o w  a n d  h e  

c a n ’t  se e  h o w  a rith m e tic  a n d  su c h  s tu ff  h a s  a n y th in g  to  d o  w ith  th a t.

F in a lly  S is te r  A n to in e tte , w h o  is  th e  p rin c ip a l, d e c id es  th a t  so m e th in g  m u st b e  d o n e  b e ca u se  Jo e  is  

b a d  fo r  sc h o o l m o ra le , a n d  sh e  c a lls  h im  to  th e  o ff ic e  a n d  sa y s , “ Jo e , I ’m  v e ry  so rry ' b u t w e  c a n ’ t k e e p  y o u  

a n y  lo n g er . Y o u  w ill h a v e  to  g o  to  so m e  o th e r  sc h o o l. T h a t is  f in a l.”

Jo e  L o n g o  is  n o t a  little  b u s te d  u p  a t th is , a s  h e  k n o w s  th a t  M rs. L o n g o  d e fin ite ly  w ill n o t se e  h is  

p o in t o f  v ie w , a n d  w ill c o m m u n ic a te h e r sen tim e n ts to  M r. L o n g o ’s s tro n g  r ig h t a n n , w ith  d isas tro u s  

c o n seq u e n c es  to  h e r  so n . Jo e  is  so  c o n ce rn e d  a b o u t  th is  th a t  h e  c o n tr iv es  th e  s tra te g y  o f  g o in g  to  se e S is te r  

B a s il a b o u t  it .

“ Jo e ,”  sa y s S is te r  B a s il, “ I  w ill d o  m y  b e s t  fo r  y o u , b u t y o u  m u st  p ro m ise  th a t  y o u  w ill n e v e r sk ip  

s c h o o l a g a in .”

Jo e  sa y s  h e  w o n ’ t .

B u t S is te r  B a s il k n o w s  h u m a n  n a tu re , a n d  sh e  k n o w s  th a t  th e  c irc u s  lu s te th  a g a in s t  th e  sc h o o l, a n d  

th a t Jo e  L o n g o , b e in g  a  w e ak  d e sc en d a n t o f  A d a m  a n d  E v e , w ill n e e d  so m e g o o d  m o ra le -b u ild in g  to  g e t 

h im  p a s t fu tu re  te m p ta tio n s .

S o  w h a t d o e s sh e  d o  b u t ta k e  Jo e  to  th e  f ire  e n g in e  h o u se , w h e re  h e  h a s  a lw ay s  w a n te d  to  g o  b u t  

d o e sn ’t b e c a u se  th e y  c a n ’t h a v e  p la c e s  lik e  th a t c lu tte re d  u p  w ith  k id s . S h e  ta k e s  h im  th e re  a n d  sa y s  to  th e  

F ire  C a p ta in , “ C a p ta in , w ill  y o u  sh o w  Jo e  L o n g o  a ro u n d ?  H e  w a n ts  to  b e  a  f ire m a n  w h e n  h e  g ro w s  u p .”

W e ll o f  c o u rse  th e  F ire  C a p ta in  w o u ld  s lid e  d o w n  th e  p o le  h e ad  f irs t  if  S is te r  B a s il a sk s  h im , so  h e  

sh o w s  Jo e  a ro u n d , th ro u g h  th e  g y m n a s iu m  a n d  re ad in g  ro o m  e v e ry th in g , a n d  a llo w s h im  to  s lid e  d o w n  th e  

p o le  p u t o n  a  f irem a n ’s h a t a n d  s it a t th e  re a r  s te e r in g -w h e e l o f  a  b ig  la d d er  tru c k . Jo e ’s e y e s  a re  s tic k in g  

o u t  o f  h is  h e a d  lik e  a  b u llfro g ’s , a n d  sh in in g  lik e  a  g ir l’s  in  lo v e .



T h e n  w h e n  Jo e is p o s itiv e ly sa tu ra ted  w ith  e c sta sy  b e ca u se  th e  F ire C a p ta in  g iv e s h im  a n  o ld  

b a d g e  to  k e ep . S is te r B a s il sa y s to  th e C a p ta in , “ C a p ta in , d o  y o u  n e e d  a n y  a rith m e tic , lik e  fra c tio n s  a n d  

d e c im a ls  a n d  p e rc e n ta g e s , to  b e  a  g o o d  f irem a n ?  A n d  w h a t a b o u t sp e llin g  a n d  th in g s  lik e  th a t? ”

“ S iste r .” sa y s th e F ire C a p ta in , “ a f irem a n  c a n ’t k n o w  to o m u c h  a rith m e tic a n d  frac tio n s a n d  

th in g s. W e h a v e to  f ig u re  o u t h o w  s tro n g  a ro p e m u st b e  to  p u ll d o w n  a  b u rn in g  w a ll, a n d  h o w  m u c h  

p re ssu re a  h o se w ill s tan d , a n d  h o w  h ig h  w e c a n  m a k e a  s tre a m  o f  w a ter g o  w ith  o u r p u m p e rs , a n d  a  

th o u san d  th in g s  lik e  th a t. A s  a  m a tte r  o f  fa c t.”  sa y s  th e  F ire  C a p ta in , lo o k in g  r ig h t a t Jo e  L o n g o , “w e  w o n ’t  

ta k e a  m a n  in to th e f ire d e p a rtm e n t u n le ss h e is g o o d  a t a rith m e tic . A n d  a s fo r sp e llin g  — ” T h e F ire  

C a p ta in  ta k e s  a  d e e p  b re a th , lo o k s  v e ry ' im p re ss iv e , a n d  sa y s . "W ell, h o w  w o u ld  y o u  lik e  to  h a v e  th e  M a y o r  

o r  so m eb o d y  re a d in g  y o u r  re p o rt o f  a  b ig  f ire  if  y o u  h a d  m issp e lle d  a ll  th e  w o rd s?”

T h a t d o e s it . o f  c o u rse . S is te r  B a s il th a n k s  th e  F ire  C a p ta in , se n d s Jo e  L o n g o  h o m e , a n d  g o e s  h e r  

w a y . T h e  n e x t d a y  sh e  g o e s  to  se e S is te r  A n to in e tte  a n d  sa y s sh e  w ill p e rso n a lly  g u a ran te e  th a t Jo e  L o n g o  

w ill n o w  b e h a v e lik e a n y th in g . A n d  ju s t to  m a k e su re th a t lu s m o ra le s tay s h ig h , sh e le ts it b e  k n o w n  

a m o n g  c e rta in  p u p ils  w h a t sh e  h a s  p ro m ised  S is te r  A n to in e tte .

T h e se c e rta in  p u p ils a re v e ry  h u sk y  c h a ra c te rs , a n d  th e y g e t Jo e L o n g o  a s id e a n d  sa y to  h im , 

“ N o w  lo o k  h e re . Jo e . w e  d o n ’t w a n t y o u  jo c k in g  sc h o o l a n y  m o re , b e c a u se  if  y o u  d o  it w ill m a k e S is te r  

B a s il lo o k  v e ry ' b a d  a n d  th a t is  so m e th in g  w e  w ill n o t s ta n d  fo r."

W h at w ith  o n e  tir in g  a n d  a n o th e r , Jo e  L o n g o  n e v e r  m isses  a  d a y  o f  sc h o o l a g a in , a n d  e v e n  sh o w s  

u p  in  th e  c la ss ro o m  o n c e  w ith  a  te m p e ra tu re  o f  1 0 1  d e g re es , a n d  b is  m a rk s in  a rith m e tic  a n d  sp e llin g  a n d  

s im ila r su b je c ts  b e tra y  a  re m ark a b le  im p ro v e m en t.

Jo e is a  f irem a n  n o w  a n d  o ften  g o e s b a c k  to  th e  o ld  sc h o o l w ith  h is w ife  a n d  k id s  to  se e S is te r  

B a s il. S o  d o  a  lo t o f  o th e r  fe llo w s . I g o  b a c k  to  se e  h e r  m y se lf , a lth o u g h  o f  c o u rse  n o t  w ith  a  w ife  a n d  k id s . 

W h e n ev e r  I d o . S is te r  B a s il sa y s to  m e . "F a th er , y o u  c a n  d o  a  lo t fo r  c h ild re n  b y  ju s t  p u ttin g  y o u rse lf  o u t  

fo r th e m . T h e  tro u b le  w ith  th e  w o rld  is th a t p a re n ts w ill n o t sa c rif ic e th e m se lv es  fo r  th e ir  c h ild re n . T h e y  

w ill g iv e  th e m  e v ery th in g  b u t th e m se lv es , w h ic h  is  th e  m o st  im p o rta n t tirin g . T ry  to  b e  a  c o m p an io n  to  th e  

c h ild re n , F a th e r .”

I re m e m b e r  o n c e , w h e n  I a m  a n  a lta r  b o y , S is te r B a s il g iv e s  m e  a  little  g o ld  c ro ss  fo r  m y  la p e l. I 

f ig u re  it m u st b e  w o rth  a b o u t f iv e  d o lla rs  o r  e v e n  te n . I h a v e  s in c e  le a rn e d  th a t  y o u  c a n  g e t th e m  fo r  f if te e n  

c e n ts . S h e sa y s. “Y o u  w e a r th is a n d  m a y b e so m e  d a y  y o u  w ill b e  sa y in g  M a ss in s te a d  o f  se rv in g  it , a n d  

th e n  y o u  w ill g iv e  m e  y o u r  b lessin g .”

N o w  I d o  n o t sa y  th a t th is  is  w h y  I b e c o m e  a  p rie s t, b e c a u se  liv in g  a lo n e  a n d  k e ep in g  th e  v o w s  is  

so m eth in g  to  b e  c o n s id e red , b u t I k n o w  th e  little  g o ld  c ro ss h a s so m eth in g  to  d o  w ith  it a n d  I a m  a lw a y s  

v e ry  g la d  to  g iv e  S is te r  B a s il m y  b le ss in g , a sk in g  G o d  to  w a tc h  v e ry  k in d ly  o v e r  h e r .

V II

W H E N  Y O U N G  J im m y  S m ith  k n o c k s  a t m y  d o o r  a n d  c o m es  in to  m y  ro o m  to  fa ce  th e  m u sic . I  

a m  th in k in g  a b o u t S is te r B a s il’s m e th o d . A lso . I a m  tu rn in g  o v e r in  m y  m in d  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  v a rio u s 

sa in ts  o n  th is  su b je c t, fo r  in s tan c e  S t. F ra n c is  d e  S a le s , w h o  sa y s  th a t  y o u  c a tc h  m o re  f lie s  w ith  h o n e y  th a n  

v in e g a r , a n d  S t. Jo h n  B o sc o , w h o  re fo rm s th o u sa n d s o f  D e ad  E n d  K id s  m a n y  y e a rs  a g o  b y  b e in g  th e ir  p a l 

a n d  d o in g  m a g ic tr ic k s a n d  w a lk in g  th e  tig h tro p e  fo r th e ir e n te r ta in m e n t, th e  a d m issio n  p rice  b e in g  th a t 

th e y  w o u ld  sa y  th e  R o sary ' w ith  h im .

I re a lize  th a t I a m  n o t S t. F ra n c is  d e  S a le s  o r S t. Jo h n  B o sc o , b u t J im m y  lo o k s  a s  re p e n ta n t a s S t. 

P e te r  a fte r h e  h a s d e n ie d  tire L o rd , a n d  I d e c id e  th a t I w ill d o  m y  b e s t fo r  h im . “ S it d o w n , J im m y ,” I te ll 

h im . “ N o w  lo o k  a t m e , n o t a t th e  f lo o r, e v e n  th o u g h  I a d m it I a m  n o t v e ry h a n d so m e ." T h is m a k es  h im  

sm ile , a lth o u g h  h e  v e ry  q u ic k ly  s tra ig h ten s  o u t h is fa c e . B u t h e  c o n tin u e s to  lo o k  a t m e . w h ic h  is a  g o o d  

s ig n .

“ J im m y ,” I te ll h im . " I a m  n o t a n g ry ' w ith  y o u . I w a n t to  h e lp  y o u  b e c a u se  I th in k  y o u  a re  a  g re a t  

g u y . I th in k  y o u  c a n  m a k e  a  g re a t m a n  o f  y o u rse lf . Y o u  k n o w . J im m y , w e  o ld e r  m e n  h a v e  b e e n  th ro u g h  a ll 

th e  y e a rs o f  b e in g  b o y s , a n d  w e  h a v e  le a rn e d  c e rta in  tilin g s  th a t y o u  w ill h a v e  to  le a rn  to o . N o w  y o u  c a n  

le a rn  th e m  th e  sm a rt  w a y  o r  th e  d u m b  w a y .

“ T h e  sm art w a y  is  to  le a rn  th e m  fro m  th e  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  a lrea d y  le a rn e d  th e m . T h a t sa v es  y o u  

a ll th e  tro u b le . T h e  d u m b  w a y  is  to  le a m  th e m  b y  tr ia l a n d  e rro r . S o , fo r  in s tan c e , if  y o u  a re  c u ttin g  d o w n  a  



tre e , y o u  c a n  g e t  a  w o o d sm an  to  sh o w  y o u  h o w  to  k e e p  it  fro m  fa llin g  th e  w ro n g  w a y . O r  y o u  c a n  ju s t  try  it 

b lin d  a n d  ta k e  a  c h an c e  o n  g e ttin g  y o u r  le g  b ro k e n . D o  y o u  se e  w h a t  I  m e a n ? ”

J im m y  n o d s  v ig o ro u sly .

“ O k a y ,” I  te ll h im . “ N o w  o n e  o f  th e  th in g s  th a t e v e ry b o d y  h a s  to  le a m  is  th a t th e  w o rld  is  fu ll o f  

la w s  a n d  th e se  la w s  a re  n o t th e re  to  a n n o y  u s  b u t  to  h e lp  u s . F o r  in s tan c e , th e re  is  a  la w  th a t w h e n  w a ter  is  

b o ile d  a n d  m a d e  in to  s te a m  it  e x p a n d s .

" If  y o u  k n o w  th a t la w  a n d  o b e y  it a n d  m a k e  it  w o rk  fo r  y o u , y o u  c a n  ru n  tra in s  w ith  s te a m . B u t if  

y o u  sa y  n u ts  to  th e  la w  a n d  d o  n o t  ta k e  it in to  a c c o u n t, y o u  w ill  b o il so m e  w a te r in  a  c lo sed  c o n ta in e r a n d  

th e re  w ill  b e  a n  e x p lo s io n  a n d  y o u  w ill b e  sc a ld e d . T h e  th in g  to  d o  is  to  k n o w  th e  la w  a n d  o b e y  it  a n d  m a k e  

it w o rk  fo r  y o u .”

B y  th is tim e  J im m y  is a ll a tte n tio n , a n d  h e  te lls  m e a b o u t a  to y  s te a m  e n g in e  w h ic h  h is D a d d y  

b u y s  fo r  h im  o n e  C h ris tm a s , a n d  h o w  th e y  m a k e  it g o  a n d  it e v e n  w h istle s  lik e  a  fa c to ry . I se e  h e  h a s  g o t  

th e  id ea , b u t 1 d e c id e  to  m a k e  it e v e n  a  little m o re  im p re ss iv e , so  I ta k e  a  ja ck k n ife  fro m  m y  p o c k e t a n d  

o p e n  it .

"N o w  ta k e  th is  ja ck k n ife ,”  I te ll h im . " I t is  v e ry  sh a rp .”  I te a r o ff  a  p ie c e  o f  n e w sp ap e r  a n d  sh o w  

h im  h o w  th e  b la d e  w ill c u t  it a lm o s t lik e  a  ra z o r. H e  lo o k s  a t it w ith  h is  e y e s  b u g g in g  o u t  a n d  sa y s , “ G e e !”  I  

g o  o n . "Y o u  se e , th e  la w  is  th a t a  sh a rp  b la d e  w ill c u t th in g s. S m a rt b o y s  o b e y  th a t la w  a n d  u se  th e  b la d e  

fo r  w h ittlin g . D u m b  b o y s  d iso b e y , a n d  c u t th e m se lv e s .

"O r ta k e th e tra ff ic la w s , J im m y . If  th e re  w e re n 't a n y . a n d  n o  p o lic em e n  to  m a k e p e o p le o b e y  

th e m , th e re  w o u ld  b e  w re c k s  a ll o v e r  e v e ry w h e re , w o u ld n 't th e re ? ''

J im m y  a n d  I  b o th  a g re e  th a t th e re  w o u ld  b e  b lo o d  m im in g  in  th e  s tre e ts  a n d  q u ite  a  m e ss .

T h e n  I sa y  to  h im . “ W e ll, th e  la w s  o f  G o d  a n d  th e  C h u rc h  a re  g iv e n  to  u s  fo r  o u r  h a p p in ess , so  

th a t w e  w ill n o t  b e  e x p lo d in g  th in g s  a n d  sc a ld in g  o u r  so u ls , o r  g e ttin g  in to  a ll k in d s  o f  sp ir itu a l w re ck s . T h e  

sm a rt  p e o p le  o b e y  th e  Ja w s .

“ Y o u  se e , J im m y , e v e ry th in g  m u st h a v e  la w s. T h a t in c lu d e s  th e  sc h o o l. Y o u  re m e m b e r  w e  w e re  

ta lk in g  a b o u t o rig in a l s in  in  c lass . W e ll, o n e  o f  th e  e ffec ts  o f  th a t is  th a t p e o p le  w a n t to  b re a k  la w s  b e c a u se  

th e y  a re n o t sp iritu a lly  s tro n g  a s th e y  o u g h t to  b e . T h e y  h a v e  a  k in d  o f  sp iritu a l d ise ase  th a t m a k es  th e ir  

w ills  w e a k  a n d  th e ir  m in d s  so m e w h a t d a rk en e d . T h e y  m u st  le a m  th e  la w s  a n d  m a k e  th e m se lv es  o b e y  to  g e t 

b a c k  th e  s tre n g th  th e y  h a v e  lo s t.

"W e h a v e g o t to d e v e lo p c h a rac te r th e w a y w e d e v e lo p m u sc les . I t ta k e s p ra c tic e a n d  

d e te rm in a tio n . W e  h a v e  to  d o  g o o d  tilin g s  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  u n til it  b e c o m e s  a  h a b it a n d  g e ts  to  b e  e a sy . If  y o u  

d o n ’t o b e y  n o w , y o u  w ill n e v e r a m o u n t to  a n y th in g . C rim in a ls  w e re  n o t a lw a y s  c rim in a ls . T h e y  s ta r te d  b y  

d o in g  little  b a d  th in g s  in  sc h o o l, a n d  g o t  w o rse  a n d  w o rse . N o w , J im m y , I  w a n t  y o u  to  s ta r t p ra c tic in g  to  b e  

a  g re a t  a n d  g o o d  m a n .”

"Y es , F a th e r ." sa y s J im m y  so  rep e n tan tly  th a t I b e g in  to  w o n d e r h o w  h e c o u ld  e v e r h a v e d o n e  

a n y th in g  d iso b e d ie n t  in  th e  f irs t p la c e . I h a n d  h im  a  m e d a l o f  th e  B le sse d  V irg in , ju s t a s  S is te r  B a s il w o u ld  

h a v e  d o n e , a n d  h e  o p e n s h is  e y e s  w id e  a n d  sa y s, "G e e , F a th e r , th a n k s . I ’ll b e  b e tte r  fro m  n o w  o n .”  T h e n  I  

h o ld  o u t th e  k n ife  a n d  a sk  w h e th e r h e  w o u ld  lik e  to  h a v e  it b e c a u se  it is  a  re g u la tio n  B o y  S c o u t k n ife . H e  

b a b b le s  so m e th in g  in c o h e ren t, ta k e s  it . a n d  b a c k s  o u t o f  th e  ro o m  th an k in g  m e .

I e sco rt h im  to  th e  d o o r  o f  th e  re c to ry , a n d  a s  h e  s tep s  o u ts id e , h is  m o b  is  w a itin g  fo r  h im , a n d  a ll 

a n d  su n d ry ' c h o ru s . "G o o d  a fte rn o o n . F a th e r ,”  a s  if  b u tte r  w ill n o t m e lt in  th e ir  m o u th s , a n d  I lo o k  a t th e m  

a n d  d e c id e  th a t th e y  lo o k  lik e  a n  e sc a p e d  c h o ir  o f  a n g e ls  ro u g h in g  it o n  th e  e a rth . T h e y  lo o k  so  lo v a b le  th a t 

I sa y  to  m y se lf  th a t I w ill g iv e  B le sse d  V irg in  m e d a ls  to  a ll o f  th e m , a n d  I c lo se  th e  d o o r  th in k in g  th a t S is te r  

B a s il w o u ld  b e  q u ite p ro u d  o f  m e if  n o t p o s itiv e ly  d o w n rig h t e d if ie d . I sa y  to  m y se lf . “ W e ll, th a t’s o n e  

p ro b le m  so lv ed .”

I s to p  a t th e  w in d o w  to  lo o k  a t J im m y  a n d  In s  m o b  g o in g  a lo n g  th e  d riv e w a y  to w a rd  th e  b a ll f ie ld . 

J im m y  is  p ra c tic in g  h is  c u rv e s . A s  h e  p a sses  th e  sc h o o l h e  th ro w s  o n e  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t ta k e  th e  E n g lish , a n d  

it sa ils o ff  a s if  e n d o w e d  w ith  a  fa lle n  h u m a n  n a tu re  o f  its  o w n . S u d d e n ly  th e re  is  a  g re a t c ra sh  o f  g la ss . I  

c lo se  m y  e y e s, sh u d d e r, o p e n  th e m , a n d  se e  a  v a s t ra g g ed  h o le  w h e re  o n e  o f  th e  sc h o o l w in d o w s  h a s  b e en .  

T h e n e x t th in g  I k n o w , o n e  o f  th e  S is te rs e m e rg e s a n d  J im m y ’ is g o in g  in to  th e  sc h o o l e a r f irs t to  se rv e  a  

se n te n c e  a t c lea n in g  b la c k b o a rd s  a n d  d u s tin g  e rase rs  a n d  d o in g  o th e r  sa lu ta ry  la b o r. W e ll, a s  so m eo n e  h a s  

sa id , y o u  d o  n o t m a k e  a  sa in t in  a  d a y , a n d  a n y h o w  e v e n  a  sa in t m ig h t p itc h  a  w ild  b a ll if  th e  E n g lish  d o e s  

n o t  ta k e , a t le as t  a n y  sa in t e x c e p t Jo h n  B o sc o , w h o  w a s  a  c h a m p io n  a th le te .



V III

A B O U T  T H IS  T IM E  I b e g in  to  p e rc e iv e  th e  sh a p e o f  th e  sch e m e  w h ic h  F a th e r T im  M a llo y  is  

c o o k in g  u p  to  g e t  h is  n e w  c h u rc h  b u ilt  a t  th e  e a rlie s t  p o ssib le  m o m e n t  c o n sis te n t  w ith  th e  d e s ire  o f  th e  U .S . 

G o v ern m en t  to  g e t  p re p a re d  fo r  w h a te v er  m a y  b e  c o m in g  in  th e  w a y  o f  in te rn a tio n a l s itu a tio n s .

O n e  d a y  a n  e n o rm o u s  tru ck  b a c k s  u p  to  th e  b a se m en t e n tran c e  o f  S t. R o se  C h u rc h , a n d  a  p la to o n  

o f  la rg e  p e rsp irin g  m e n  d ism o u n t a n d  b e g in  to  tru n d le  b e lls  o f  a ll sh a p e s  a n d  s iz e s  th ro u g h  th e  d o o r. I s id le  

u p  to  F a th e r T im , w h o  is s ta n d in g  th e re  w ith  th e a ired a le  d o g , M u rp h , b o th  o f  th e m  lo o k in g  lik e  th e  c a t 

w h ic h h a s sp ille d th e m ilk . I d o n o t sa y a n y th in g , b u t ju s t s ta n d th e re in th e ro le o f a s id ew a lk  

su p e rin ten d e n t.

P resen tly  F a th er  T im  lo o k s  a t m e  q u iz z ic a lly  a n d  re m ark s , fo r  m y  e a rs  a lo n e , “ I a m  a  h a rd  m a n  to  

c ircu m v e n t.”  I n o d  w ise ly  a n d  w a it. "T h e  n e w  c h u rc h .”  h e  p ro c ee d s  a fte r a  p a u se , "w ill n e e d  a  c a rillo n .”  I  

g iv e  c o n se n t b y  m y  s ile n c e . " I  w a s  ru m m ag in g  a ro u n d  th e  o th e r  d a y ,”  h e  g o e s  o n  a fte r  a  lo n g e r  p a u se , "a n d  

I d isc o v er a  c a rillo n  fo r  sa le  a t a  b a rg a in  p ric e . I  d id  n o t w ish  to  m iss  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  sa v e  m o n e y  fo r  th e  

p e o p le  o f  S t. R o se 's .”  I n o d  a g a in , v e n  th o u g h tfu lly , a n d  b e g in  to  f ill m y  p ip e .

T h e re is a  lo n g  s ile n c e  w h ile  th e  m e n  p u ll a n d  tu g  a t th e  h e a v ie r b e lls . F in a lly  F a th er  T im  sa y s  

q u ie tly , "T h ere  is  n o  se n se  in  ru n n in g  u p  s to rag e  b ills , so  I a m  h a v in g  th e m  p u t  th e  b e lls  in  th e  b a se m en t.”  I  

lig h t m y  p ip e  a n d  sc ra tc h  M u rp h  p h ilo so p h ic a lly  b e h in d  th e  e a rs . " Ju s t y e s te rd a y ,” sa y s F a th e r  T im  a fte r  

a n o th e r s ile n c e , " I h e a rd  a b o u t a n  o rg an  o n  th e  m a rk e t th a t is a  g iv e -aw a y . T h e o rg a n is t a n d  I w ill b e  

lo o k in g  it  o v e r  to m o rro w .”

I c o n tin u e  to sc ra tc h  M u rp h ’s e a r w ith  o n e h a n d , h o ld in g  m y  p ip e in  th e o th e r a n d  e lo q u e n tly  

m a k in g  n o  c o m m e n t. F a th e r  T im  w a lk s  to  th e  tru c k  a n d  d e liv e rs  so m e  v a lu a b le su g g es tio n s  to  th e  m o v in g  

m e n , w h o  a c ce p t th e m  w ith  p ro p e r re v e re n c e  fo r h is p rie stly  d ig n ity , a lth o u g h  th e y  d o  n o t p u t th e m  in to  

p ra c tic e b e c a u se th e y  a re w e ll a w a re th a t th e S a c ra m e n t o f  H o ly O rd ers d o e s n o t c o n fe r e x p e rie n c e in  

m o v in g h e a v y o b je c ts . P re sen tly F a th e r T im  re su m e s h is p la c e a t m y s id e a n d re sts Ir is h a n d  o n  m y  

sh o u ld e r.

"D id  y o u  k n o w ,” h e  a sk s m e , " th a t I p la c e d  a n  o rd e r fo r s to n e a  lo n g  tim e  a g o . b e fo re I le a rn e d  

th a t th e c o n s tru c tio n o f th e n e w c h u rc h w o u ld b e d e lay e d b y th e b lu n d e rin g s o f in te rn a tio n a l 

s ta te sm a n sh ip ? ”  I w a g g le  m y  h e a d  n e g a tiv e ly  a n d  ra ise  m y  e y e b ro w s  in  a n  e la b o ra te  e x p re ss io n  o f  su rp rise  

m in g le d  w ith  sy m p a th y  a n d  a d m ira tio n . F a th e r T im  g o e s o n . "A  w e ek  a g o  I w a s in fo rm e d  b y  th e s to n e  

c o n trac to r th a t  a t  a n y  tim e  h e  m a y  f in d  it n e c e ssa ry  to  re q u ire  m e  to  g o  th ro u g h  w ith  th e  a g ree m en t. If  I d o  

n o t  d o  so , th e  c o n tra c t  w ill  e x p ire  a n d  th e  s to n e  w ill  c o st  tw ic e  a s  m u c h  if  n o t  th re e  tim e s.”

I  in d u lg e  in  a  p h ilo so p h ic a l  p u ll a t m y  p ip e  a n d  sa y  “ H im m n ”  w ith  a  v a s t s ig n if ic a n c e . F a th e r  T im  

n o d s  a s  if  I  h a v e  m a d e  a  v e ry  p ro fo u n d  o b se rv a tio n . "A s  y o u  sa y .”  h e  sa y s , a lth o u g h  I h a v e  sa id  n o th in g  o f  

th e  k in d , " I a m  a  h a rd  m a n  to c irc u m v e n t.” H e s ta n d s w a tc h in g  th e m o v ers fo r q u ite so m e tim e , a n d  

p re sen tly  a d d s , "B es id es , I  a m  g e ttin g  o ld  a n d  I  d o  n o t  w ish  to  b e  w h e e le d  a ro u n d  in  a  w h e e l  c h a ir  w h e n  w e  

h a v e  th e  c e rem o n ie s  d e d ica tin g  th e  n e w  c h u rc h .”

H e  le ts  it  g o  a t  th a t a n d  c h a n g e s  th e  su b je c t, re a liz in g  th a t e v e n  so m eo n e  a s  d u ll a s  I a m  w ill n o w  

b e  a b le  to  se e  th e  o u tlin e s  o f  h is  sc h e m e . I t is  h is  su b tle  w a y  o f  c o m p lim e n tin g  m e  b y  le ttin g  m e  k n o w  th a t 

I  a m  c o n sid e re d  a  tru s tw o rth y  a n d  c lo se -m o u th e d  c h a ra c te r , w h o  c a n  b e  tru ste d  w ith  th e  s ta te  se c re ts  o f  th e  

p a rish . I  d o  n o t  k n o w  it  a t  th e  tim e , b u t  h e  is  e v e n  th e n  p re p arin g  to  le t m e  in  o n  a n  e v e n  d e e p e r  c o n sp ira cy , 

n a m e ly th e o n e in  w h ic h  th e sc u lp to r is g o in g  to in c lu d e in  Ir is c a rv e d  p a n e ls in  th e n e w  c h u rc h  a  

re p re sen ta tio n  o f  h e ll in  w h ic h  c e rta in  re c o g n iz a b le  c h a ra c te rs  w ill  b e  in c a rc e ra te d .

A fte r  w e  s tan d  th e re  a  w h ile  lo n g e r , F a th e r  T im  lo o k s  a t m e  a g a in  fro m  u n d e r  h is  b u sh y  e y e b ro w s  

a n d  in s in u a tes th a t I h a v e so m e th in g  o n  m y m in d . "Y o u h a v e so m eth in g  o n  y o u r m in d , F a th er ,” h e  

p ro p o ses .

"T h a t is c o rre c t, F a th e r,” I re jo in . “ I t is  th e  p ro b le m  o f  te a c h in g  th e  k id s . In  th e  se m in a ry  I w a s  

v e ry  p a rtia l to  th e  trac t  o n  su p e rn a tu ra l  g ra ce . T o d a y  I  try  m y  h a n d  o n  it  w ith  th e  b o y s  a n d  g ir ls . I  te ll  th e m  

h o w  w o n d erfu l G o d  is , h o w  H e  m a d e  e v e ry th in g  o u t o f  n o th in g , th e  su n  a n d  m o o n  a n d  s ta rs  a n d  e a rth , a n d  

y e t  H e  lo v e s  u s  so  m u c h  th a t H e  m a d e  u s  to  b e  H is  o w n  c h ild ren . I  te ll th e m  h o w  H e  lo v e s  u s  ju s t  th e  w a y  

o u r  o w n  fa th e rs  d o , o n ly  in f in ite ly  m o re . W e ll, r ig h t  in  th e  m id d le  o f  it , w h e n  I  a m  th in k in g  th a t  I  a m  g o in g  

g re a t  g u n s , o n e  o f  th e  b o y s  is  sh o o tin g  d o w n  im a g in ary  a irp la n es  o u t o f  th e  sk y , a n d  w h e n  I a sk  h im  w h a t I  

a m  ta lk in g  a b o u t, h e sa y s th e se v e n  c a p ita l s in s a re p rid e , c o v e to u sn e ss , lu s t, a n g e r , g lu tto n y , e n v y  a n d  

s lo th . W e ll, I  a m  ju s t  w o n d e rin g  w h a t is  th e  u se .”



F a th e r T im  c h u c k les  a n d  g iv e s m y  sh o u ld e r  a  sq u ee z e  a n d  a  sh a k e  w h ic h  I f ig u re  w ill le a v e  m e  

p re tty  w e ll c rip p le d  fo r  q u ite  so m e  tim e , if  in d e e d  I e v e r  re c o v er . “ B o b . B o b ,” h e  sa y s. " I a m  su rp rise d  a t 

y o u . D o  y o u  e x p e c t p e o p le  to  b e  tu rn in g  h a n d sp rin g s  o v e r  re lig io n  in  a  fe w  le sso n s?  I t is  v e ry  s lo w  w o rk , 

tiy in g  to  tu rn  fo lk s  to  G o d . H o w  m a n y  tim e s  I h a v e  d e liv e red  v e iy  g o o d  se rm o n s  o n  th e  H o ly  E u c h a ris t a n d  

h a d  e v e iy b o d y  te llin g  m e  w h a t a  g o o d  jo b  I d id  —  b u t th e  n e x t S u n d a y  th e re  w a s  n o t o n e  m o re  p e rso n  a t 

th e  C o m m u n io n  ra ilin g  th a n  b e fo re .

“ W e  m u st n o t e x p e c t to  b e  m o re  su c ce ss fu l  th a n  C h rist . H e  p re ac h e d  fo r  th re e  y e ars , a n d  w h e n  H e  

d ie d  e v e n  b o d y  d e se rte d  e x c e p t H is  M o th er . Y o u  m u st  b e  p re p a re d  fo r  b itte r  d isap p o in tm en ts . L o ts  o f  tim e s  

y o u  w ill b e  a t th e  b e d s id e  o f  a  d y in g  p e rso n , a n d  y o u  w ill ta lk  a n d  p ra y , try in g  to  g e t  th e m  to  tu rn  to  G o d , 

a n d  th e y  w ill tu rn  th e ir  b a c k  o n  y o u  a n d  d ie  u n re p e n tan t a s  fa r  a s  y o u  c a n  se e . E v e n ,  b o d y  h a s  fre e  w ill, a n d  

y o u  c a n n o t  ra m  re lig io n  d o w n  th e ir  th ro a t  lik e  a  p ill.”

I p u ff  a t m y  p ip e  fo r  a  m in u te . T h e n  I sa y , “ W e ll, F a th e r  T im , it  is  n ic e  o f  y o u  to  tiy  to  le t m e  o ff  

e a sy  lik e  th is , a n d  te ll m e  it is  n o t  m y  fa u lt. B u t  th e  p e o p le  w h o  d e serte d  O u r  L o rd  w e re  n o t  b a p tize d . T h e y  

d id  n o t h a v e  th e  S a c ram e n ts . A n d  th e y  d id  n o t  w ish  to  b e  c ru c ifie d . I t is  a  d iffe re n t c a se  w ith  th e se  k id s  in  

S t. R o se S c h o o l. T h ere  is so m e th in g  w ro n g  w ith  th e  w a y  I a m  te a c h in g  re lig io n , o r  th e y  w o u ld  b e  m o re  

in te re s te d . I  w ish  y o u  w o u ld  ju s t  fo rg e t  a b o u t  m y  fe e lin g s  a n d  te ll  m e  r ig h t  o u t  w h y  I  a m  fa ilin g .”

F a th e r  T im  sq u ee z es  m y  sh o u ld er  a g a in , a n d  I  k n o w  b y  h is  e x p re ss io n  th a t  h e  is  p le a se d  w ith  m e . 

“ T h e n  I ’ll te ll y o u ,” h e sa y s . “Y o u  ta lk  to o  m u c h . I k n o w , b e ca u se  fo r  y e a rs I d id  th e sa m e. A lm o s t a ll 

te ac h ers  d o  lik e w ise . W h at  y o u  sh o u ld  d o  is  to  m a k e  y o u r  c la ss m o re  lik e  a  ro u n d -ta b le . Y o u  sh o u ld  d ra w  

th e  y o u n g s te rs  in to  it m o re . A sk  th e m  u n e x p e c te d  q u e stio n s . G e t th e m  to  d isc u ssin g  th e  c a te c h ism  p o in ts . 

S e e  if  th e y  c a n  te ll  y o u  h o w  to  a p p ly  th e  le s so n s  to  th e ir  o w n  liv es .”

F a th e r T im  c h u c k le s . T h e n  h e  lo o k s  g ra v e . “F o r  in s ta n c e ,”  h e  sa y s, “y o u  c a n  a sk , ‘W h y  d id  G o d  

m a k e  y o u ? ’ A n d  e v e ry  k id  w ill g e t  u p  a n d  ra ttle  o ff , ‘G o d  m a d e  m e  to  k n o w  H im , to  lo v e  H im , a n d  to  se rv e  

H im  in  th is life , a n d  to  b e h a p p y fo re v e r w ith  H im  in  th e n e x t. ’ B u t su p p o se y o u  su d d e n ly a sk  th e  

y o u n g s te rs  w h a t it  m e an s  to  k n o w  G o d , o r  to  lo v e  H im . S u p p o se  y o u  a sk  th e m  w h a t  b e in g  h a p p y  w ith  H im  

fo re v er  m e an s . S u p p o se  y o u  sa y  to  th e m  su d d e n ly , ‘B o y s  a n d  g ir ls , d o  y o u  k n o w  th a t  y o u  w ill liv e  a s  lo n g  

a s  G o d  liv e s?” ’

W h e n  F a th e r T im  sa y s th a t la s t th in g . I su d d e n ly  fe e l a  jo lt in  m y  m in d . I in te rru p t h im . “ S a y , 

F a th er ,”  I  e x c la im , “ n o b o d y  e v e r  p u t  it  to  m e  lik e  th a t. T h a t's  so m e th in g  to  m a k e  y o u  s it u p  a n d  th in k !”

A n d  a fte r a m in u te , I re p ea t h is re m a rk : “ I w ill liv e a s lo n g  a s G o d  liv es .” I sh a k e m y  h e a d . 

"T h a t,”  I  te ll  h im , “b rin g s  it  h o m e , d o e sn ’t  it? ”

F a th e r T im  g rin s. “B o b ,”  h e  sa y s , “ I d id n ’t  th in k  o f  p u ttin g  it th a t w a y  m y se lf  u n til I h a d  p ra y e d  

a n d  m e d ita te d  fo r  tw e n ty  y e ars . T h a t is  o n e  th in g  w e  m u st d o  —  p ray  a n d  th in k  a b o u t  tire  tru th s  o f  re lig io n . 

A n d  a n o th e r tir in g  w e ’v e  g o t to  d o  is  p u t o u rse lv e s in  th e  p la c e  o f  th e  c h ild ren . S e e  th in g s  fro m  th e ir  s id e . 

T h e y  a re  fu ll o f  e n erg y , a n d  th e y  w a n t  lo ts  o f  a c tio n . T h e y  w a n t sp e e d  a n d  m o v e m e n t. W e ’v e  g o t to  m a k e  

o u r  te ac h in g  liv e ly . W e ’v e  g o t  to  b e c o m e  a s  little  c h ild re n . W e ’v e  g o t to  re a liz e  th a t  ju s t sa y in g  a  th in g  —  

ju s t le a rn in g  it b y  h e a rt  fro m  th e  c a te c h ism  —  d o e sn ’t  m e an  th a t w e  re a lly  k n o w  it . I ’ll te ll y o u  w h a t y o u  

d o  —  y o u  f ig u re  o u t  w a y s  o f  g e ttin g  th e  y o u n g s te rs  to  th ro w  th e m se lv es  in to  th e  tir in g , to  b lu rt  o u t in  th e ir  

o w n  w o rd s  w h a t th e y  g e t o u t o f  th e  le s so n s , a n d  w h a t it a ll m e an s  to  th e m  in  th e ir  g a m es  a n d  in  th e ir  life  

w ith  th e ir  fa th e rs  a n d  m o th e rs a n d  s is te rs a n d  b ro th ers . B e c o m e  o n e  o f  th e m , F a th e r B o b , b e c o m e  o n e  o f  

th e m !”

I  te ll  h im  th a t I w ill c erta in ly  try . T h e n  h e  g iv e s  m e  so m e th in g  to  m a k e  m e  fe e l  b e tte r . “A n y h o w ,”  

h e  sa y s, “y o u  c a n ’t b e  d o in g  to o  b a d ly . T h e  o th e r  d a y , M r. Jo h n so n  sa id  h e  th in k s  y o u r  se rm o n s  a re  v e ry  

g o o d .”

T h is p e rk s  m e  u p  so m e w h a t, b e c au se  M r. Jo h n so n  is a  so m e b o d y . H e  d ra g s d o w n  a b o u t tw e n ty  

th o u sa n d  a  y e a r  fo r  p le a d in g  c a ses  a s  a  la w y  e r . H e  re p re se n ts so m e  v e ry  b ig  in te re s ts  a n d  is  a b le  to  sw in g  

th e  K in g ’s  E n g lish  w ith  c o n sid e ra b le  c lass . H e  c a n  a lso  p u ll o u t a ll th e  s to p s  w ith  h is  b e a u tifu l v o ic e . S o  I  

th in k  to  m y se lf  th a t if  h e  sa y s m y  se rm o n s  a re  n o t b a d . m a y b e  th e y  a re  o .k . A n y h o w , I d e c id e  th a t I w ill 

le a v e n o s to n e u n tu rn ed  in  m y e ffo rt to f in d  w a y s o f  re a c h in g th e h e a rts o f  m y  p e o p le , e sp e c ia lly  th e  

y o u n g s te rs . W ith  th a t, I le a v e  F a th e r  T im  a n d  M u rp h  to  th e ir s id e w alk  su p e rin te n d in g , w h ile  I g o  in to  th e  

c h u rc h  to  sa y  so m e  p ra y e rs  fo r  in sp ira tio n .

IX



I C A N  S E E  w h a t F a th er  M a llo y  is  u p  to . H e  is g o in g  to  c lu tte r  u p  a ll a v a ila b le sp ac e  in  th e  o ld  

c h u rc h , th e  re c to ry  a n d  th e  g ro u n d s  w ith  o rg an s , b e lls , s ta tu e s , s to n e  a n d  su n d ry  a p p u rte n an c e s,  in  th e  h o p e  

th a t f in a lly  U n c le  S a m u e l a n d  th e  B ish o p  w ill th ro w  u p  th e ir  h a n d s  a n d  sa y  h e  m ig h t a s  w e ll f it e v e ry th in g  

to g e th e r  in to  a  n e w  c h u rc h  a s  h a v e  it ly in g  a ro u n d  h e lte rsk e lte r  a n d  m a y b e  g e ttin g  ru in e d  b y  ra in  a n d  fro st  

a n d  c a re le ss  ja n ito rs .

T la is sc h em e  ta k e s u p  c o n s id e rab le  o f  h is  tim e , b u t n o t so  m u c h  th a t h e  d o e s n o t k e e p  a  w e a th er  

e y e  o n  th e  p a rish . In  fa c t, a b o u t  th is  tim e  h e  d e c id e s  th a t it w ill  b e  a  g o o d  id e a  if  I m a k e  th e  ro u n d s  o f  a ll 

h o m e s , ta k in g  a c e n su s, f in d in g  o u t w h o  is a  C a th o lic a n d  w h o  isn ’t , a n d  w h ic h  c h ild re n  a re  m a y b e  n o t 

b a p tiz ed  o r  a re  o th e rw ise  lo s in g  o u t  o n  th e  m o st  im p o rtan t  p a rt o f  life , w h ic h  c o n sis ts  in  a lw a y s  b e in g  re ad y  

to  d ie  w ith  a  c le ar  c o n sc ie n ce .

I f in d  th e c e n su s v e ry e d u ca tio n a l. I v is it Je w s a n d  C a th o lic s a n d  P ro te sta n ts , a n d  a lm o s t a ll o f  

th e m  a re  v e ry  n ic e  to  m e . O f  c o u rse  th e re  is  o n e  w o m a n  w h o  in fo rm s  m e  th a t sh e  d o e s  n o t w a n t a  w h o le  

p a c k  o f  C h ris tia n  in h ib itio n s  g a n g e d  u p  in  h e r  su b c o n sc io u s  a n d  th e re fo re sh e  h a s  sac k ed  th e  w h o le  id e a  o f  

re lig io n . I t se em s to  m e , a fte r ta lk in g  w ith  h e r . th a t a  fe w  C h ris tia n  in h ib itio n s  w o u ld  b e  ju s t w h a t th e  

d o c to r  o rd ere d  fo r  h e r . b u t I  f ig u re  it  w ill d o  n o  g o o d  sa y in g  so . so  I sa y  n o th in g .

A n o th er c h a ra c te r w h o h a s b e e n re a d in g to o m a n y b o o k s o r so m eth in g te lls m e th a t so m e  

p ro fe sso r  o f  so c io lo g y ' h o ld s  th a t th e  P o p e  is try in g  to  g e t e le c te d  P re s id e n t o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , a n d  I te ll  

h e r th a t th is is  p re tty ' s illy  a n d  th a t sh e  w o u ld  b e  m u c h  sm arte r  a sk in g  a  p ries t o r  a n y  C a th o lic  a b o u t th e  

C h u rc h  th a n  g o in g  to  so m e  h a lf-b a k ed  b o o k  w ritten  b y  so m eb o d y w h o  th in k s  A q u in a s a n d  S u a re z  p la y e d  

r ig h t  a n d  le f t e n d  fo r  N o tre  D a m e.

E v e ry o n e  is  v e ry ' c o u rte o u s  e x c e p t o n e . T h is  is  a  la d y  w h o . w h e n  sh e  o p e n s  th e  d o o r  a n d  se e s  m e , 

le ts  o u t a  sc re am  a n d  te lls  m e  to  g e t r ig h t o ff  h e r  p o rc h  b e fo re  sh e  c a lls  h e r  h u sb an d . I  g u e ss sh e  is  a fra id  I  

w ill sp rin k le  so m e  h o ly  w a ter  o n  th e  p la ce , w h ic h  w o u ld  b lo w  th e  m a in  fu se , p u t th e  w a sh in g  m a c h in e  o n  

th e  fr itz  a n d  b rin g  b a c k  h e r  m o th er- in - law  fro m  th e  d e a d . I g e t o ff  th e  p o rc h  in  a  g re a t  h u rry  b e c au se  I a m  

a fra id  th e  h u sb a n d  w ill c o m e  ju m p in g  o u t w ith  a  s ix -sh o o te r , a n d  th e n  F a th er  T im  M a llo y  w ill b e  fo rc ed  to  

ta k e  th e  c e n su s  h im se lf .

T h is k in d  o f  c h a rac te r, h o w e v e r , is th e  e x c e p tio n . I f in d  th a t m o st o f  th e  p e o p le , in c lu d in g  th o se  

w h o  a re n o t C a th o lic s , a re  v e ry ' c o rd ia l a n d  a re  p u llin g  fo r re lig io n  e v e n  if  th e y  d o  n o t d e v o te  to o  m u c h  

e n e rg y ' to  it th e m se lv e s. T h e y  te ll m e  th a t th e  w o rld  n e e d s  re lig io n , a n d  th a t it n e e d s  C h ris t’s  lo v e , a n d  th a t 

if  m e n  d o  n o t so o n  le a rn  to  lo v e  o n e  a n o th e r , it is  a ll u p  w ith  th e  w o rld . S o m e  o f  th e m  e v e n  sa y  th a t th e y  d o  

so m e  p ra y in g  w h e n  n o b o d y  is  lo o k in g , a sk in g  G o d  to  h e lp  th e  C h u rc h  m a k e  p e o p le  lo v e  o n e  a n o th e r.

S o m e  o f  th e  C a th o lic  h o m e s , I d isco v e r , h a v e  n o th in g  C a th o lic  a b o u t th e m . T h e y  h a v e  p ic tu res  o f  

su n se ts a n d  s ta tu a ry ' o f  so m e  F re n ch  d o ll p o u rin g  a s lu g  o f  a b s in th e fo r h e r m a n , a n d  m a y b e a  p ie c e  o f  

c h in a , w h ic h  th e y  c o n s id e r q u ite a  n o b b y  th in g , sh o w in g  a d a m se l h o ld in g  a  b u n c h  o f  b a llo o n s. T h is is  

c a lled  th e  b a llo o n  g ir l. I a m  q u ite  re lie v e d  w h e n  I c o m e  to  J im m y S m ith 's  h o u se , b e c a u se  in  th e  fro n t ro o m  

th e y  h a v e  a  b e a u tifu l M a d o n n a  w ith  th e  C h ris t C h ild  in  h e r  a rm s, a n d  I sa y to  m y se lf  th a t th is  p a in tin g  c a n  

g iv e  c a rd s  a n d  sp a d e s  to  th e  b a llo o n  w o m a n . I lik e  to  se c  Q u is t in  th e  fro n t ro o m , sh o w in g  th a t  p e o p le  a re  

p ro u d  o f  h im . n o t s tu c k  a w ay  in  th e  h a ll o ff  th e  m a ste r  b e d ro o m  o n  th e  w a y to  th e  th ird  f lo o r .

E v e n  a t f irs t s ig h t, I p e rc e iv e  th a t M rs. S m ith  is a  v e ry  b e a u tifu l w o m an , b u t I a m  e v e n  m o re  

c o n v in c e d  o f  it w h e n  sh e  in fo rm s  m e  th a t sh e  w ish es  to  in v ite  m e  to  d iim er. T h is  is  g o o d  n e w s  b e ca u se  it  

in d ic a tes  th a t J im m y  h a s  to ld  h is  fa m ily  I a m  a  g o o d  Jo e . T h e refo re  m y  te a c h in g  o f  re lig io n  h a s c e rta in ly  

b o rn e so m e  fru it. "O u r J im m y  th in k s  a  g rea t d e a l o f  y  o u ,” M rs. S m ith  te lls  m e , a n d  th is m a k es m e  v e ry  

h a p p y .

M rs. S m ith  is so  b e a u tifu l th a t I c a n  h a rd ly  b e lie v e  th a t sh e  h a s  a  d a u g h te r  a lrea d y  o u t o f  c o lle g e . 

"W e  w e re  o n ly  b le sse d  w ith  tw o  c h ild re n ,” sh e sa y s so m e w h a t sa d ly , a n d  th is m a k es m e  th in k  o f  a ll th e  

w o m en  w h o  g o  in to  n e rv o u s p ro s tra tio n  a n d  g e n e ra l  jitte rs w h e n  th e y  th in k  o f  a  th ird  c h ild  c o m in g  in to  

th e ir  h o m e s . "W e  w a n te d  a  la rg e  fa m ily ,”  sh e  g o e s  o n , "b u t  w e  k n o w  G o d  h a s  H is  o w n  re aso n s.”

I d o n ’t  k n o w  if  M rs. S m ith  is  a  to p flig h t  b rid g e  p la y e r. B u t if  sh e  isn ’t  it is  o .k . w ith  m e . b e c a u se  

th e  S m ith  h o m e  is a lw a y s o p e n  to  h e r  c h ild re n ’s fr ie n d s , a n d  I p e rc e iv e  th a t sh e is w o rk in g  v e ry  h a rd  a t 

b e in g  a  g o o d  m o th e r. H e r  c a rp e ts a re  a  little  b it th re a d b are , b u t sh e  sa y s th a t w h e n  th e  k id s  a re  g ro w n  u p  

sh e  w ill f ix  u p  th e  h o u se . R ig h t n o w , sh e  sa y s , it is b e tte r  to  le t th e m  p u t th e ir  fe e t u p  a n d  c raw l o v e r  th e  

fu rn itu re . T h e  k id s  a ll c o n s id er M rs. S m ith  a  re g u la r  g u y  b e c a u se  th e re  is a lw a y s so m eth in g  to  e a t a t h er  

h o u se  a n d  y o u  c a n  d a n ce  w h e n e v er  y o u  p le a se .

M rs. S m ith  h a s a  lo t o f  fa ith . A fte r d in n e r a t n ig h t e v e ry b o d y  g e ts d o w n  o n  th e ir  k n e e s in  th e  

S m ith  h o u se  a n d  sa y s th e  fa m ily  R o sa ry  to g e th e r . A ll th ro u g h  it . y o u n g  p e o p le c o m e  g a llo p in g  in  to  se e  

J im m y  a n d  Ja n e t, a n d  th e y  ju s t jo in  in  w h e n  th e y a rriv e . F a th e r T im  sa y s th e  re a so n  M rs. S m ith  is so  



b e a u tifu l is th a t sh e  tru s ts G o d  a n d  d o e s n o t w o n y . H e  sa y s th a t w o rry  is w h a t m a k es  p e o p le  o ld e r th a n  

a n y  tilin g  e lse . M rs. S m ith , h e  te lls  m e . liv e s  e a c h  d a y  fo r  itse lf  a n d  d o e s  n o t tiy  to  ta k e  o v e r  G o d ’s  w o rk  o f  

ru n n in g  th e  u n iv e rse . S h e  sa y s  h e r  p ra y ers  to  h e r  F a th e r  in  h e a v en  a n d  is  su re  H e  w ill ta k e  c a re  o f  h e r .

N o w  th is  is  re a lly  re m ark ab le , b e ca u se  M rs. S m ith  h a s  p le n ty  to  w o rry  a b o u t, s in c e  sh e  is  m a rrie d  

to  M r. S m ith .

I t is  o n e  o f  th o se  th in g s . M r. S m ith  is  a  v e ry  n o b le  c h a rac te r w h e n  h e  is  b e in g  h im se lf . H e  is  k in d  

a n d  lo v in g , a n d  w o u ld  d o  a n y th in g  fo r  y o u  if  y o u  w e re  in  a  ja m . P e rh a p s  th e re  is  n o th in g  re m a rk a b le  a b o u t 

th is b e ca u se  h e  k n o w s  h o w  it  fe e ls  to  b e  in  ja m s, h e  b e in g  in  th e m  a t  p ra c tic a lly  a ll  tim e s. T h e  tro u b le  w ith  

M r. S m ith  is  h e  is  se ld o m  h im se lf  b e ca u se  h e  d rin k s , w h ic h  w o u ld  p e rh a p s  b e  a ll r ig h t  if  h e  d id  n o t d o  so  a s  

in d u s trio u s ly a s a n  a n t b u ild in g a n  a n th ill. M r. S m ith  re a lly w o rk s a t b e in g  a so u se . H e h a s v ir tu a lly  

d e d ic a te d  h is  life  to  in e b ria tio n .

I d o  n o t h o w ev e r  m e an  th a t it is  d e lib e ra te . O n  th e  c o n tra ry , it is  in a d v e rte n t, u n p re m e d ita te d , a n d  

in  fa c t th e  b a n e  o f  h is e x is ten c e . T h e  th in g  a b o u t M r. S m ith  is  th a t h e  c a m ro t ta k e  it o r le t it a lo n e . O n e  

sn o rt  a n d  h e  is  o ff  to  th e  ra c e s. H e  h a s  ta k en  a n d  b ro k e n  th e  p le d g e  so  o ften  th a t  F a th er  T im  M a llo y  w ill n o  

lo n g e r g iv e  it  to  h im  o n  a n y  c o n sid e ra tio n , a n d  h e  sh o p s  a ro u n d  to  o th e r  p a s to rs  w h o  a re  n o t a w a re  o f  h is  

re c o rd  a n d  a re  v e iy  h a p p y  to  o b lig e  b e c a u se  th e y  im a g in e  th e y  a re  h e lp in g  a t th e  re -c re a tio n  o f  T o m  S m ith . 

I t is  n o  w o n d e r th e y  a re  fo o le d , b e c a u se  M r. S m ith ’s  re m o rse , a t tim es  w h e n  h e  is  e m erg in g  fro m  a  to o t, is  

re a lly  so m e th in g  to  se e .

N o t  b e in g  a  b a d  fe llo w  a t a ll b u t s im p ly  a  w e a k lin g  w ith  a  ru b b e r sp in e a n d  a  ru b b e r  h o se  fo r  a  

th ro a t, M r. S m ith  is  o f  c o u rse  lo v e d  in d o m ita b ly  a n d  u n c a lc u la tin g ly  b y  M rs. S m ith , w h o  p u ts  u p  w ith  h er  

m a trim o n ia l m a rty rd o m  a n d  g o e s  o n  re le n tle ss ly  p ra y in g  fo r h im . M rs. S m ith  f ig u res sh e  m a rrie d  h im  fo r  

b e tte r  o r  w o rse , a n d  e v e n  if  it d id  tu rn  o u t so m e w h a t th e  w o rse  fo r  w e a r, th a t d o e s  n o t g iv e  h e r  a n y  e x c u se  

fo r  w e lsh in g , p a rtic u la rly  in  v ie w  o f  th e  fa c t th a t in  o th e r  re sp ec ts  h e r  h u sb a n d  is  a n  e x c e lle n t Jo e .

I t is F a th er  T im 's e s tim a te , a n d  I c o n ce d e  it to  b e  c o rre c t, th a t T o m  S m ith  c a n n o t s to p  d rin k in g  

b e c a u se  h e  w ill n o t g e t it in to  h is  h e a d  th a t th e  tirin g  is  a  d ise a se  w ith  h im  a n d  th a t  h e  w ill n e v e r  b e  a b le  to  

s to p  w ith  o n e  o r  tw o . b u t w ith  th e  f irs t sh o t is lik e  a  m a n  s te p p in g  o n  a  sk i-ju m p  a n d  s ta rtin g  d o w n . “ T h e  

o n ly  m o d e ra tio n  fo r  m e n  lik e  T o m  S m ith ,”  sa y s  F a th er  M a llo y , " is  te e to ta lism .”

I t is  v e ry  sa d  o n  th e  o c ca s io n  w h e n  Ja n e t re ce iv es  th e  S a c ra m en t o f  C o n fin n a tio n . S h e  is  h a p p y  to  

th in k  a b o u t  b e in g  a  so ld ie r  o f  C h ris t a fte r  th e  B ish o p  g iv e s  h e r  th a t s lig h t  b lo w  o n  th e  c h ee k  to  s ig n ify th a t 

sh e m u st b e  re ad y  to  su ffe r  a n y th in g  fo r h e r S a v io r. S h e  c o m es  o u t o f  c h u rc h  th in k in g  h o w  w o n d erfu l it 

w o u ld  b e  to  b e  a  m a rty r  fo r  C h ris t a n d  g o  s tra ig h t  to  h e a v e n .

A t th e  S m ith  h o m e , e v e ry b o d y  is  e x c e e d in g ly  h a p p y  fo r  Ja n e t, b u t th e  tro u b le  is  th a t h e r  fa th e r  is  

a lso  h a p p y  a n d  g o e s o u t to  p u rc h a se m o re ic e c re am , a n d  p re se n tly  s ta g g e rs h o m e s in g in g  "H ap p y  D a y s  

A re  H e re  A g a in ”  a n d  n o t  re a liz in g  th a t  th is  is  h ig h ly  iro n ic  if  n o t d o w n rig h t  tra g ic .

Ja n e t te lls  m e  la te r  th a t sh e  c o u ld  n o t h e lp  c ry in g . “ I w e n t to  m y  ro o m  a n d  c rie d  m y  e y e s  o u t."  sh e  

sa id . “ T h e n  I h a p p e n e d  to  th in k  a b o u t  th e  B ish o p ’s  little  s la p  o n  m y  c h e ek , a n d  h o w  I sh o u ld  b e  p re p a re d  to  

su ffe r  fo r  C h ris t, a n d  I m a d e  u p  m y  m in d  I w o u ld  n o t le t m y  fa th e r ’s  w e a k n e ss  d e fe a t m e . b u t I w o u ld  p ra y  

lik e  a n y th in g  fo r  h im . e sp e c ia lly  b e c a u se  in  a ll o th e r  re sp e c ts  h e  is  a  w o n d e rfu l  m a n .”

A b o u t  th is  tim e . M rs. S m ith  d e c id e s  th a t it  w ill b e  a  g o o d  id e a  if  1 w ill h a v e  a  ta lk  w ith  M r. S m ith . 

I su p p o se  sh e  is  g ra b b in g  a t a n y  s tra w , w h ic h  I  a m  lik e w ise . I  a m  su re  it w ill n o t d o  a n y  g o o d , b u t  I  a g ree  to  

tty . “T o m ,”  I sa y  to  h im , "y o u  a re  m a k in g  a  m e ss  o f  y o u r  life . Y o u  a re  h u rtin g  y o u r  fa m ily  v e ry  m u c h ."  I  

a d d  so m e  o th e r  re m a rk s  w h ic h  I d o  n o t  n o w  re m em b e r  a n d  w h ic h  a re  u n d o u b te d ly  n o t  e x a c tly  b rillian t. I  d o  

n o t th in k  m u c h  o f  th e m  a n d  n e ith e r  d o e s M r. S m ith , b e c a u se  h e  g o e s o u t a n d  g e ts ta n k e d  a s  u su a l, a n d  I  

su p p o se  h a s  a  c o u p le  o n  m e  w h ile  h e  is  a t it . I fo re see  th is  o u tco m e  w h e n  h e  sa y s  to  m e , “ F a th e r , y o u  a re  

r ig h t, a n d  I p ro m ise  th a t I  w ill s to p  d rin k in g  to o  m u c h .”  T h e re  w e re  tw o  w o rd s  to o  m a n y  in  th a t se n te n c e ; 

n a m e ly , th e w o rd s “ to o ” a n d  “ m u c h .” T o m  S m ith  w ill n e v e r s to p  u n til h e re a liz e s th a t e v e n  o n e  is to o  

m a n y . T h is is  v e ry  m o d e m  p sy c h o lo g y , o f  c o u rse ; it is  a lso  v e ry  a n c ien t th e o lo g y . I t is  c a lled  a v o id in g  th e  

o c c as io n  o f  s in .

T O M  S M IT H ’S  d a u g h te r  Ja n e t is a  ta ll g ir l w ith  d a rk  h a ir  a n d  b la ck  e y e s . W h e n  p e o p le  lo o k  a t 

h e r th e y  a lw ay s lo o k  a g a in  to  m a k e su re it is tm e , b e c au se  th e re  is so  m u c h  b e a u ty  in  h e r . H e r e y e s a re  

a lw ay s d a n cin g  a n d  sh e is v e ry  v iv a c io u s , a lw ay s d o in g  so m eth in g . S h e f ig u res th a t tim e is so m e th in g  



p re c io u s w h ic h  G o d  g a v e  to  u s a n d  c a n  n e v e r  b e  re g a in e d , o n c e  lo s t. S h e  is a lw a y s b u b b lin g  a n d  h a p p y  

b e c a u se  th e  su n  sh in e s  in  h e r  so u l. Ja n e t is  a  so c ia l w o rk er , a s  I w ill re la te .

W h e n  Ja n e t is in  h ig h  sc h o o l, sh e a n d  h e r b e s t fr ien d  Jea n n ie  M c M u lle n  a re fa sc in a te d  b y  th e  

so c ia l se rv ic e d e p a rtm e n t o f C h a rity  H o sp ita l. O n e d a y  th e y se e p e o p le g o in g  in  a n d  o u t w ith o u t e v e n  

k n o c k in g , so  th e y  fo llo w  su it. In s id e  th e re  a re p o o r  p e o p le  w h o  a re  b e in g  h e lp e d  b y  k in d -lo o k in g  fo lk s.  

B o th  Ja n e t a n d  Je a n n ie , fa r  fro m  b e in g  d isg u s ted  w ith  th e  d ir t a n d  p o v e rty  o f  th e  p o o r  p e o p le , fe e l a  g re a t 

p ity  a n d  lo v e  fo r  th e m , a n d  w ish  to  d o  so m e th in g  to  h e lp .

T h e y  a re s ta n d in g  a ro u n d  w h e n  a  n u n  a ll d re sse d  in  w  h ite  c o m es  to  th e m  a n d  in q u ire s w h a t sh e  

c a n  d o  fo r  th e m . Ja n e t te lls  h e r  th e y  w o u ld  lik e  to  d o  so m e th in g  fo r  so m eb o d y  in s te a d  o f  h a v in g  so m e th in g  

d o n e  fo r  th e m , a n d  th e  n e x t tilin g  y o u  k n o w  th e y  h a v e  o b ta in e d  p e rm iss io n  fro m  th e ir  p a re n ts  a n d  a re  g o in g  

to  th e  h o sp ita l  a fte r  sc h o o l h o u rs, d e liv e rin g  m a il, h e lp in g  th e  n u rse s  a n d  s is te rs , a n d  th e  lik e . T h e y  d o  q u ite  

a  b it  o f  g o o d , e v e n  th o u g h  th e ir  m o th e rs  te ll  th e m  to  b e  h o m e  in  tim e  fo r  d in n e r.

W h e n  C h ris tm as is c o m in g , p e o p le  s ta rt a d o p tin g  a  p o o r  fa m ily  fo r  th e  h o lid a y , a n d  Jea n n ie  a n d  

Ja n e t d o  lik e w ise . T h e y  h a v e m u c h  fu n  sh o p p in g  fo r th e  lu x u rie s w h ic h  th is  fa m ily  o th e rw ise  w o u ld  n o t 

h a v e , w ith  th e  re su lt th a t C h ris tm as  w o u ld  b e  ju s t  a n o th e r  d a y . T h e y  g e t a  C h ris tm a s  tree  a n d  a  tu rk ey  w ith  

a ll tr im m in g s , in c lu d in g  c ran b e rrie s , a n d  M rs. S m ith  b a k e s  a  p ie . T h e re  is  a lso  a  p re se n t fo r e a ch  c h ild  in  

th e  fa m ily . T h e  fa m ily ’s n a m e  is S e rr in , a n d  M r. a n d  M rs. S e rr in  b o th  sa y  th a t th is  is  th e  n ic e st tilin g  th a t 

h a s e v e r h a p p e n e d  to th e m . I t is . o f  c o u rse , n a tu ra l th a t Ja n e t a n d  Je a n n ie a lso d isc o v er th a t it is th e ir  

h a p p ies t C h ris tm a s  in  h is to ry . T h e  little S e rr in  g ir l, M a ry , te lls  th e m  th a t e v e ry  n ig h t sh e  ta k e s h e r  d o ll to  

b e d  w ith  h e r a n d  sa y s a  p ra y e r fo r th o se w h o  g a v e it to  h e r . T h e n  Jo h n n y S e rr in  m a k es th e m  la u g h  b y  

s a y in g  th a t s in c e h e h a s a  b a se b a ll h e  h a s  m a n y  frie n d s  w h ic h  h e  n e v e r re a liz ed  w e re  h is  fr ie n d s . H e  le ts  

e v e ry b o d y  p la y  w ith  it , a lth o u g h  n o t  in  th e  s tre e t, b e c a u se  th is  w o u ld  w e a r  th e  c o v e r  o ff .

T h is e x p erien c e  m a k es  Ja n e t w ish  to  d e v o te  h e r life  to  h e lp in g  th e  p o o r. S h e  is  v e iy a n g ry  a b o u t  

th e  c o n d itio n s  u n d e r  w h ic h  sh e  se e s so m e  o f  th e m  liv in g , e sp e c ia lly  in  th e  s lu m s , w h e re  th e y  a re  c ram m e d  

in  w o rse  th a n  a n im a ls in  a  c a g e . I t se em s  to  h e r th a t th e  th in g  to  d o  is  to  te a r  d o w n  a ll th e  b u ild in g s  a n d  

s ta rt a n ew , b u t  th e  th in g  h a s  b e e n  g o in g  o n  so  lo n g  th a t th e re  is  a  g re a t in e rtia , a n d  it is  to o  b ig  a  jo b  fo r  th e  

c ity  r ig h t n o w .

Ja n e t is  e sp e c ia lly  in d ig n a n t  a b o u t B ig  J im  O ’D o n n e ll, w h o  is  a  b ig  sh o t a n d  w h o se  m issio n  in  life  

is  to  sp en d  th e  m o n e y  h is  d a d  le f t. H e  a lw ay s  g e ts a n  im p o rta n t  jo b  o n  th e  c o m m itte es  w h ic h  ra ise  m o n e y  

fo r c h a ritie s b e c a u se if h e d id n ’t h e w o u ld  n o t c o n tr ib u te . T h e y  a lw a y s a llo w  h im  to  m a k e a  sp e e ch  in  

w h ic h  h e  c a lls u p o n  e v e ry b o d y  to  “ m a k e  o u r  c ity  th e  p rid e  o f  th e  n a tio n .” A fte r  th is , b e c a u se  o f  th e  g re a t  

s tra in  o f  th e  sp e ec h  o n  h is  h e a lth , h e  g o e s  to  F lo rid a  a n d  la y s  a  th o u sa n d  a c ro ss  th e  b o a rd  o n  so m e  b ro k e n - 

d o w n  n a g .

T h e n a g  c o m es in  fo u rth  o r f if th , b u t th is d o e s n o t m a tte r to  B ig  J im  O ’D o n n ell b e c au se  h e  h a s  

n e v e r  b e e n  h u n g ry  a n d  n e v e r  g o e s  n e a re r  th e  p o o r  th a n  th e  b a n q u e t a t th e  e n d  o f  th e  c h a rity  d riv e . W h ile  in  

F lo rid a , o r  fo r  th a t m a tte r  a n y w h e re , h e  th ro w s  b ig  p a rtie s  a t w h ic h  th o u sa n d s  o f  d o lla rs  c h a n g e  h a n d s  a n d  

c h a m p a g n e is sp lash e d  a ro u n d  lik e  w a te r , a ll o f  w h ic h  a ro u se s su sp ic io n s in  th e  p o o r  p e o p le  th a t m a y b e  

d e m o c rac y  a n d  th e  A m e rica n  w a y  a re  n o t so  h o t a s  a d v e rtised . B ig  J im  n e v e r  fa ils  to  o b serv e  in  lo q u a c io u s  

m o m e n ts  th a t la b o r  u n io n s  a re  th e  c u rse  o f  th e  n a tio n , a n d  th a t b e fo re  th e y  c a m e  a lo n g , e v ery th in g  w a s  o .k . 

E v e ry b o d y  u n d e rs ta n d s  th a t h e  m e an s  tilin g s w e re  o .k . fo r  h im  a n d  n o t fo r so m e  o th e r  p e o p le , so  n o b o d y  

p a y s  m u c h  a tte n tio n . “Y o u  c a n ’t .”  sa y s  J im  O ’D o n n e ll w  ith  a  f lo u rish , "d o  a n y th in g  fo r  th e se  p o o r  p e o p le . 

G iv e th e m  a n e w  h o u se a n d  in  a  m o n th  th e y  w ill m a k e a  w re c k  o f it . T h e y d o  n o t h a v e th e b ra in s o r  

in itia tiv e  fo r  g o o d  liv in g .”

A ll tiiis b u m s Ja n e t u p , b e c a u se sh e h a s m e t n o t a fe w  p o o r p e o p le in  p e rso n w h o . in h e r  

e s tim a tio n , c o u ld  d o  a s w e ll if n o t b e tte r th a n  B ig  J im  O ’D o n n e ll if  th e y  lik e w ise  w e re s tak e d  to  a  fe w  

m illio n  d o lla rs  a s  a  s ta rt  in  life . In  th is  d iscu ss io n  I f in d  m y se lf  o n  th e  s id e  o f  Ja n e t S m ith , a n d  I e n c o u ra g e  

h e r in  h e r w o rk  fo r th e p o o r a n d  h e r d e te rm in a tio n  to ta k e th e ir p a rt a g a in s t th e O 'D o n n e ll sc h o o l o f  

p h ilo so p h y . A ll th is , o f  c o u rse , is  b e fo re  Jac k  T h o rn to n  a p p e a rs o n  th e  sc en e , w ith  re su lts  w h ic h  a re  b o th  

b e a u tifu l a n d  h e artb re ak in g , a n d  a lso  b o th  in sp ir in g  a n d  tra g ic , a s  w ill  b e  d isc lo sed  la te r .

In  o rd e r to  re la te  th e  s to ry  o f  Ja n e t S m ith  a n d  Jac k  T h o rn to n , it is n e c e ssa ry  to  te ll a b o u t th e  c ase  

o f  Ja n e t’s  fr ie n d  Je a n n ie  M c M u lle n  a n d  Je a n n ie ’s  fr ie n d  B ill P re n d erg a st. B ill is  a  p re tty  g o o d -lo o k in g  b o y . 

b u t a t  th e  tim e  I g e t  to  k n o w  h im , h e  is  a lw a y s  g o in g  a ro u n d  lo o k in g  fo r  so m eb o d y  to  a ssu re  h im  th a t h e  is  

n o t  a  to ta l  lo ss . B ill h a s  a n  in fe r io r ity  c o m p le x  a n d  is  a lw a y s  g e ttin g  d o w n  in  th e  d u m p s  a n d  a sk in g  h im se lf  

w h a t is  th e  u se  o f  g o in g  o n  liv in g .

B ill ta k e s a  fa n c y  to  m e  b e c a u se  I w ill lis te n  to  h is g lo o m in g . I k e ep  te llin g  h im  th a t G o d  is h is  

F a th e r a n d  is v e ry  m u c h  in te res te d  in  h im  a n d  d o e s n o t w a n t h im  to  b e  b lu e , w h ic h  re a lly  o u g h t to  b e  



e n o u g h  to c h e er a n y b o d y  u p , b u t d o e s n o t a lw a y s w o rk  w ith  B ill P re n d e rg a s t, e v e n  th o u g h  I te ll h im  

re p e a te d ly  th a t  h e  h a s  a  lo t o n  th e  b a ll  a n d  w ill  f in d  life  n o t  h a lf  b a d  if  h e  w ill  o n ly  g iv e  it  a  w h irl.

T h e  tro u b le  w ith  B ill is  th a t Ir is m o th er n e v e r  re sig n ed  h e rse lf  to  le ttin g  h im  g ro w  u p . H e  w a s in  

sh o rt p a n ts lo n g e r th a n  a n y b o d y  e lse in  S t. R o se S c h o o l, a n d  w h e n  h e w a lk e d  in to  th e c lass ro o m s, h e  

th o u g h t e v e ry b o d y  w a s la u g h in g  a t h im  w h e th e r th e y  w e re o r n o t. A lso , h e  w a s a lw a y s c a lle d  in to  th e  

h o u se  b e fo re  a n y  o f  th e  o th e r  k id s , b e c a u se  h is  m o th e r sa id  th a t h e  w a s  fra il. H e  h a d  to  ta k e  p ills  fo r  e v e ry  

illn e ss  e v e r  h e a rd  o f  a n d  fo r  so m e  th a t  h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n  d isc o v e re d  b y  th e  m e d ic a l m e n .

O n e  d a y  w h e n  B ill is sn a p p in g  o u t o f  it a n d  is b e g in n in g  to  g e t a lo n g  w ith  th e  g a n g  a n d  m a y b e  

s ta rt to g ro w  u p  n o rm a lly , h is m o th e r se e s h im  w re s tlin g  w ith  a n o th er k id , a n d  n a tu ra lly h e is o n  th e  

b o tto m . In s tea d  o f  g o in g  a b o u t  h e r  b u s in ess , sh e  c o m es  sh rie k in g  o u t  o f  th e  h o u se  w ith  a  b ro o m  w ith  w h ic h  

sh e  p ro c e e d s  to  b e la b o r  th e  o th e r  b o y , w h o  p ro m p tly  d e p a rts . M rs. P re n d e rg as t th e n  se rv es  n o tic e  th a t sh e  

d o e sn ’t  w a n t th o se  b o y s  a ro u n d  h e r  h o u se  a g a in .

T h is  is  a ll r ig h t w ith  th e  b o y s , w h o  p ro ce ed  to  ta k e  h e r  a t h e r  w o rd , o n  th e  th e o ry  th a t sh e  is  a  b it 

q u e e r . E v e n  B ill so m etim e s  is  te m p te d  to  th in k  th is , b u t p u ts  th e  id e a  o u t o f  h is  h e a d  b e c a u se  it is  d is lo y a l, 

a n d  a n y h o w  h is m o th e r d e v o te s c o n sid e ra b le  tim e d a ily  to  te llin g  h im  h o w  m u c h  sh e h a s d o n e  fo r h im . 

T ak in g  it a ll a n d  a ll, I  c a n  se e  th a t  B ill P re n d erg a s t is  s ta r tin g  life  w ith  tw o  if  n o t th re e  s tr ik es  a g a in s t h im . 

a n d  I w ill n o t g iv e  y o u  a  n ic k e l fo r  h is  c h a n c es  to  a m o u n t to  so m eth in g . I t is  a  g re a t c o n tra st  to  Ja n e t a n d  

J im m y  S m ith , w h o  h a v e  b e e n  b ro u g h t u p  to  fa c e  life  a n d  w ill ta k e  c a re  o f  th e m se lv es  in  a n y  s itu a tio n .

I t is n o t th a t B ill P re n d e rg a st is a  m o ro n . Q u ite  th e  c o n tra ry  , h e  is  w e ll a b o v e  a v era g e  in  sc h o o l, 

b u t h e is a  p e rfe c t c in ch  fo r a n e rv o u s b re ak d o w n  o r w o rse , a n d  th e  a p ro n  s trin g s a re a lw a y s se c u re ly  

fa s te n e d  to  h im . B y  th e  tim e  o f  w h ic h  I n o w  w rite , h e  is  o ld  e n o u g h  to  b e  o u t o f  c o lle g e , b u t I  h a v e  se rio u s  

d o u b ts  th a t h e  c a n  tie  h is  o w n  sh o e s trin g s .

T h e  s itu a tio n  c o m es  to  a  h e a d  w h e n  B ill v is its m e  w ith  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t th a t h e  is  g o in g  to  b e  a  

T ra p p is t h en n it. I  k e e p  a  s tra ig h t fa c e  a n d  a sk  w h y . “ W e ll." h e  sa y s. " I d o n ’t e a t m u c h , a n d  n e ith e r  d o  th e  

T rap p is ts . I lik e  G o d  a n d  w a n t to  sa v e  m y  so u l. A lso , th e  T ra p p is ts  d o  n o t ta lk , w h ic h  is  r ig h t  u p  m y  a lley  

b e c a u se  I d o  n o t lik e  p e o p le . T h e y  m a k e m e  n e rv o u s , a n d  I w o u ld  ra th e r s it a t h o m e  a n d  re a d  th a n  to  b e  

fo rc e d  to  m a k e  c o n v e rsa tio n  a n d  b e  a ro u n d  fo lk s . ’ ’

I sa y  to  m y se lf  th a t th e re is m o re  to  th is  th a n  m e ets  th e  e y e . so  I in q u ire  h o w  it c o m es  a b o u t th a t 

B ill d e c id e s to  b e  a  T rap p is t a n d  liv e in  a  h u t a n d  g e t u p  a t 2 A .M . to  c h a n t th e  p ra ise s o f  G o d , n o t to  

m e n tio n  w o rk in g  in  th e  f ie ld s  a n d  p ra y in g  lo n g  h o u rs  fo r  p e o p le  w h o  n e g le c t th is  little  m a tte r  a n d  th u s  p la y  

fa s t a n d  lo o se  w ith  th e ir  im m o rta l so u ls . I t se em s  to  m e  th a t to  b e  a  T ra p p ist  y o u  h a v e  g o t  to  b e  a ll m a n  a n d  

a  y a rd  w id e , a n d  I c a n n o t q u ite se e B ill P re n d e rg a st a s T ra p p ist tim b e r , b e c a u se  if  a n y b o d y  is in  th e  b ig  

le a g u e s  it  is  n o n e  o th e r  th a n  th e y . S o  I a sk  h im  w h e re  h e  g e ts  th is  id e a , a n d  h e  e lu c id a te s  a s  fo llo w s .

“ W e ll. F a th er , it is  lik e  th is . I n e v e r  d o  m u c h  ta lk in g  w ith  Je an n ie  M c M u lle n  b e c au se  I a m  a fra id  

o f  g ir ls  a n d  e v e ry b o d y , b u t I a lw a y s c o n s id er h e r  th e  w o rld ’s m o st b e a u tifu l g ir l. I lik e  th e  w a y  sh e  w a lk s, 

th e  w a y  sh e  ta lk s , th e  w a y  sh e  sm ile s . In  fa c t, I a m  in  a  d ith e r a b o u t h e r . S o  y e s te rd a y  I d e c id e  th a t I a m  

g o in g  o v e r  to  h a v e  a  ta lk  w ith  h e r .

“ I h a v e f ig u re d it o u t a ll in  a d v a n c e . I h a v e d o n e m u c h  re a d in g  o n  la b o r re la tio n s a n d  su n d ry  

su b je c ts , a n d  I  k n o w  th a t Jea n n ie  is  in te re s ted  in  h e lp in g  th e  d o w n tro d d e n . I  f ig u re  I w ill te ll h e r  h o w  tilin g s  

c o u ld  b e s tra ig h te n e d  o u t, a n d  th is w ill m a k e m e a so m eb o d y  in  h e r e y e s , a n d  o n e tilin g  w ill le a d  to  

a n o th e r , a n d  m a y b e sh e w ill b e g in  to  h a v e id e as a b o u t g e ttin g  m a rried  so m e d a y . "W e ll, a s y o u  k n o w , 

J e a n n ie  liv e s  o n  th e  th ird  f lo o r . T w ic e  I  w a lk  u p  tw o  f lo o rs  a n d  th e n  d o w n  a g a in , d e te rm in ed  to  le a d  a  life  

h a v in g  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  w o m e n . T h e  th ird  tim e  I u se  a ll m y  w ill p o w e r  a n d  m a k e  it to  th e  th ird  f lo o r . I 

k n o c k  a t th e  d o o r  a n d  s tan d  th e re  w a itin g , re v ie w in g  a ll I k n o w  a b o u t la b o r re la tio n s a n d  so c io lo g y  a n d  

k in d re d  m a tte rs .

“ Ju s t th e n  Je an n ie  c o m es  to  th e  d o o r, a n d  I s te p  b a c k  in to  w h a t I c o n s id e r is a  v o c a tio n  to  b e  a  

T rap p is t, b e c au se th e M c M u llen s a re g re a t m ilk  d rin k ers a n d  th e m ilk m a n  h a s le f t th e b o ttle s o n  th e  

la n d in g , a n d  d o w n  th e  s tep s g o  s ix  o r e ig h t m ilk  b o ttle s , c o m p le te w ith  m ilk , b a n g in g  a n d  c ra sh in g  a n d  

sp la sh in g . P e o p le in  th e o th e r a p a rtm e n ts ru sh o u t to in v e stig a te th e c a ta s tro p h e , a n d I s ta n d th e re  

m u m b lin g . 'H e llo , Jea n n ie , I ’m  so rry . ’

" Je a n n ie  sa y s , ‘H e llo , B ill, ’ a n d  le a n s  o v e r  th e  ra ilin g  a n d  sa y s sh e  is  so rry  to o . W e  g o  d o w n s ta irs  

to  c le a n  u p  th e  m e ss  a n d  I  d o  n o t g e t a  c h a n c e  to  ta lk  a b o u t  la b o r  re la tio n s  in  th e  le a s t. A ll I sa y  is  th a t  it  is  

a  n ic e  d a y  a n d  I a m  s till so rry , e x c e p t th a t  f in a lly  I p lu c k  u p  c o u ra g e  to  a sk  Je an n ie  w h e th e r  sh e  w ill g o  to  a  

sh o w  w ith  m e F rid a y , a n d  sh e re p lie s , “ I ’m  a w fu lly  so rry , B ill, b u t I ’v e  g o t a  d a te . M a y b e so m e o th e r  

tim e .  ’"



S u c h  is  B ill 's  s to iy . W h a t h e  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  is  th a t Je an n ie  is  a lm o s t  a s  e m b a rra sse d  a ro u n d  h im  a s  

h e is a ro u n d  h e r , b e c a u se sh e lik e s h im  v e ry  m u c h  a n d  h a s to ld  th e sa m e to  Ja n e t S m ith  a n d  o th e r g ir l 

fr ie n d s . N o t b e in g  in  o n  th is se c re t. B ill is su re  th a t sh e  c o n s id e rs h im  a  c lu m sy  o x  a n d  w ill n o t  b e  c a u g h t 

d e a d  in  th e  sa m e  c o u n ty  w ith  h im . a n d  th a t is  w h y  h e  d e c id e s  th a t  th e  o n ly  th in g  le f t to  d o  is  to  b e c o m e  a  

T ra p p is t  a n d  fo rg e t a b o u t Je an n ie .

I a sk  h im  w h a t h e  h a d  in  m in d  fo r  h is  fu tu re  b e fo re h e  p lu m p e d  fo r  th e  T ra p p is ts . H e  re p lie d , “ I  

w a n te d  to  b e  a  w rite r  o n  a  n e w sp a p er  o r  so m e th in g , b u t I n e v e r  g o t  u p  n e rv e  to  a sk  fo r  a  jo b . ’ ’

N o w  o f  c o u rse  I c o n s id e r th e  T rap p is ts th e  p rim ary  p e o p le  o f  th e  w o rld , a n d  n o th in g  w o u ld  su it 

m e  b e tte r th a n  to  th ro w  a  lo t o f  v o c a tio n s th e ir w a y , b u t th is is d iffe re n t. W ith o u t th e s lig h tes t fe a r o f  

m a k in g  a  m is tak e . I sa y , “ B ill, y o u ’d  b e tte r  n o t b e  a  T ra p p ist  ju s t  y e t. I th in k  th a t G o d  w a n ts  y o u  to  try  to  

g e t  to  k n o w ' y o u r  fe llo w  m e n  m u c h  m o re  th a n  H e  w a n ts  y o u  to  b e  a  T ra p p is t. T h e re  a re  a  c o u p le  o f  p e o p le  I 

w a n t  y o u  to  m e et.”

In  sa y in g  th is , I h a v e in  m in d  P a t O ’M a lle y  a n d  Jac k  T h o rn to n . I a m  g o in g  to h a v e B ill m e et  

O ’M a lle y  b e c a u se  O ’M a lle y  is  a  n e w sp a p erm a n  a n d  B ill w a n ts  to  b e  a  w rite r. I a m  g o in g  to  h a v e  h im  m e e t 

Jac k  T h o rn to n  b e c a u se  I  a m  p a rtia l to  Jac k  T h o rn to n .

X I

A S  I S A Y , Jac k  T h o rn to n  s ta n d s w a y  u p  th e re  in  m y  h u m b le  e s tim a tio n , b u t h e  is n o t o n e  o f  o u r  

p a rish io n e rs . T h e  w a y  th a t I  k n o w  h im  is  th a t h e  is  a  se c o n d  c o u s in  o f  m in e . H e  is  n o t m e re ly  a n  o rd in ary  

s e c o n d  c o u s in  su c h  a s  y o u  m ig h t  p ic k  u p  in  m o st  a n y  o ld  fa m ily .

Q u ite  th e  c o n tra ry . Jac k  T h o rn to n  is  a  ta ll h a n d so m e  c h a p  w ith  b la ck  w a v y  h a ir . H e  w a s  p re s id e n t  

o f  h is c la ss in  c o lle g e a n d  w a s e m in e n t fo r h is p e rfo rm a n ce  a t ta c k le . H e  w a s a lso  v a le d ic to r ian , a n d  h a s  

n o w  r isen , a s p re d ic te d  in  th e  c la ss p ro p h e c y , to  b e  a  la w y e r o f  c o n s id e rab le a cc o m p lish m e n t  a n d  e v e n  

m o re  p ro m ise .

G o d  h a s  b e e n  v e ry  g o o d  to  Jac k  T h o rn to n , a n d  th e  im p o rta n t th in g  is  th a t  Jac k  k n o w s  it . H e  is  v e ry  

h u m b le  a n d  d o e s  n o t  g o  a ro u n d  b o w in g  d o w n  a n d  w o rsh ip p in g  h im se lf  a s  a  se lf-m a d e  m a n . H e  k n o w s  W h o  

m a d e  h im , a ll r ig h t.

I re m e m b e r re ad in g  so m ew h e re  th a t it is th e  g e n e s th a t m a k e  u s  w h a t w e  a re . I ta k e  th is w ith  a  

g ra in  o f  sa lt b e c au se  I a m  a lso  a w a re  th a t  th e re  is su c h  a  th in g  a s  p u ttin g  y o u r n o se  to  th e  g rin d sto n e  a n d  

b e in g  o n  th e  sq u a re  w ith  y o u r  fe llo w  m e n . H o w e v e r, I w ill a d m it th a t Jac k  T h o rn to n  w a s  e n d o w e d  b y  h is  

C re a to r  w ith  so m e v e ry  n o ta b le g e n e s , fa r su p e rio r to  th o se p o sse sse d  b y  th e re s t o f u s in  th e fa m ily , 

b e ca u se  w h ile  h e  is  a  h a rd  w o rk e r , h e  a lso  h a s  so m e  v e ry  ta len te d  c u rv e s  o n  th e  m e n ta l b a ll.

A n y h o w . Jac k  ta k e s to m e b e c a u se I a m  a  p ries t a n d  h e h a s o n c e g iv e n  th o u g h t to  th e sa m e  

v o c a tio n , a lth o u g h  o n  se c o n d  th o u g h t  h e  d id  n o t th in k  h e  w a s  th e  m a n  fo r  it . S till, h e  is  v e ry  in te re s te d  in  

p rie s ts , e sp e c ia lly  if  th e y  a re  h is  se c o n d  c o u s in . A lso , h e  p a ls  a ro u n d  c o n sid e rab ly  w ith  P a t O ’M a lle y , w h o  

p a ls a ro u n d  w ith  m e , a n d  a m o n g  th e  th ree  o f  u s  w e  h a v e  ta k en  th e  w o rld  a p a rt a n d  p u t it to g e th e r  in to  a  

U to p ia  n o t  in fre q u en tly .

I t is th e re fo re  q u ite n a tu ra l th a t w h e n  I a m  c o n sp irin g  w ith  m y se lf to d o so m e th in g fo r B ill 

P re n d erg a s t, w h o  w a n ts  to  ru n  a w ay  fro m  h im se lf  in  th e  T ra p p ists , m y  th o u g h ts  tu rn  to  th e  O ’M a lle y  a n d  

th e  T h o rn to n , w h o  b e tw ee n  th e m  w ill  m a k e  P re n d e rg as t in to  a  so m eb o d y  if  a n y b o d y  c a n .

I c a ll u p  Jac k  o n  th e  p h o n e  a n d  te ll h im  I ’v e  g o t a  p ro b le m  o n  w h ic h  h e  c a n  h e lp . H e  re p lie s  th a t 

h e is a t m y  b e c k  a n d  c a ll. T h is m a k es m e  fe e l b e tte r , b e c a u se  I k n o w  th a t Jac k  w ill n o t b e frie n d  B ill in  

o rd e r  to  p sy ch o -an a ly z e  h im  o r  to  g e t  m a te ria l fo r  a  b o o k  o r  to  se e  h o w  th e  o th e r  h a lf  liv e s .

H e  w ill  b e  B ill’s  p a l  b e c a u se  it  is  th e  d e c e n t a n d  C h ris tia n  th in g  to  d o .

I f in d  th a t I d o  n o t h a v e  to  te le p h o n e  O ’M a lle y , b e c a u se  th a t n ig h t h e  c o m es  w a n d e rin g  in to  m y  

ro o m , a n d  u p o n  lis te n in g  to  m y  o u tlin e  o f  th e  s itu a tio n , a ssu re s  m e  th a t h e  w ill  b e  e x c e ed in g ly  o v e rjo y e d  to  

d o  a n y th in g  p o ssib le  to  a ssis t.

A s  it  tu rn s  o u t, it is  v e ry  e a sy  to  g e t th e  th re e  o f  th e m  to g e th e r. I a m  to ld  la te r  th a t B ill o p e n s  u p  

a fte r  a  c o u p le  o f  u n d e rs ta n d in g  b e ers , a n d  Jac k  a n d  O ’M a lley  lis ten  a tten tiv e ly .

In  d u e  tim e , O ’M a lle y  a n d  T h o rn to n  a g ree  o u t lo u d  th a t it  w o u ld  d o  n o  h a rm  if  m o re  p e o p le  ju s t  

sa t  a ro u n d  so m etim e s  lik e  P re n d e rg a s t, f ig u rin g  th in g s  o u t a n d  d o in g  so m e  w o rth w h ile  re a d in g . T h e y  e v e n  

a d d  th a t  it  w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  b e e n  a  b a d  id e a  if  th e y  th e m se lv e s  h a d  d o n e  so m eth in g  o f  th e  k in d .



In  fa c t. O 'M a lle y  is so  e n th u se d  o v e r  P re n d e rg as t th a t h e  a im o u n c e s th a t it w ill b e  a  c in ch  to  g e t 

h im  a  jo b  o n  th e  n e w sp a p e r, b e ca u se  h e  h a s  c o n s id e ra b ly  m o re  o n  th e  b a ll th a n  a  lo t o f  n e w sp a p erm e n  h e  

c o u ld  n a m e .

T h e  u p sh o t o f  it is  th a t B ill g e ts a  jo b  h e lp in g  to  c o v e r C ity H a ll. I t is a  p o s itio n  th a t w ill n e v e r 

m a k e  h im  r ic h , b u t  h e  d isc o v e rs  th a t h e  is  re sp ec te d  if  n o t  re v e re d  b y  e v e iy o n e .

T h e lo c a l p o litic ia n s , h e  le a rn s , a re q u ite c o n ce rn e d  th a t th e  D a ily  N e w s d o e s n o t g e t d o w n  o n  

th e m , a n d  th e y  f ig u re  th a t it is  a  g o o d  id e a  n o t  to  g e t  a n y  o f  its  rep o rte rs  d o w n  o n  th e m . B ill b e in g  p re c ise ly  

th a t, th e y  c a te r to  h im . A n d  a n y h o w  th e y  f in d  th a t th e y  lik e  h im . E v e n  th e  M a y o r  g o e s  o u t o f  h is  w a y  to  

m a k e h im  fe e l im p o rta n t, b e c a u se  h e sh rew d ly  o b serv e s  th a t B ill is n o t to o  su re o f  h im se lf . H e  to sses  a  

c o u p le  o f  g o o d  sc o o p s  B ill’s  w a y , a n d  B ill  b e g in s  to  g e t  h is  c h in  u p  o ff  Ir is  c h e s t.

T h e  p a y -o ff  c o m es  w h e n  B ill, in  h is  sp a re  tim e , w rite s a  s to ry  e n title d  “L o s t a n d  F o u n d ,”  a b o u t a  

c h a p  th a t h a d  a n  in fe r io r ity c o m p le x . H e se lls it , to  h is a m a z e m e n t a n d  a lm o st h o rro r , to  o n e  o f  th e  b ig  

m a g a z in e s , a n d it g o e s o v e r , b e c au se a fte r a ll th e re a re fe w  p e o p le w h o d o n o t fe e l in fe r io r a b o u t 

so m e th in g .

T h a t d o e s  it . B ill is  c u re d  o f  h is  in fe rio r ity  c o m p le x . H e  re a liz e s  th a t, a lth o u g h  h e  is  n o t so m eth in g  

to  g e t  th e  s ta n d s c h e erin g  in  a  fo o tb a ll g a m e, s till h e  h a s  re c e iv e d  a  p re tty  g o o d  h e a d  fro m  h is C re a to r  a n d  

a lso  a  n o ta b le  im a g in a tio n , a n d  th a t a  fe llo w  c a n  g o  p la c e s  w ith o u t b e in g  a ll m u sc le s a n d  th e  te rro r o f  a ll 

th e  b u llie s  in  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d .

I t is  fo r  th is re a so n  th a t B ill, w h e n  I ru n  in to  h im  o n  th e  s tree t o n e  d a y . sa y s to  m e . "F a th e r. I d o  

n o t  b e lie v e  th a t I b e lo n g  w ith  th e  T rap p is ts . I  w a s  ju s t  try in g  to  ru n  a w a y  fro m  m y  d is tru s t in  m y se lf . I a m  

n o w  h a v in g  a  lo t  o f  fu n  w ritin g .”

B ill d o e s n o t s ta y  v e ry  lo n g  in  C ity  H a ll, a lth o u g h  h e  te lls m e it is th e  w o rld ’s m o st c u sh y  jo b , 

s ittin g  a ro u n d  ta lk in g  to  p o litic ia n s  a n d  ta k in g  a  r id e  w ith  th e  M a y o r  n o w  a n d  th e n . B e fo re  v e ry ' lo n g  h e  is  

m a d e  a  fe a tu re w rite r o n  th e  p a p e r a n d  b ec o m e s  q u ite  th e  o n e  a ro u n d  S t. R o se  P a rish , b e ca u se  w h ile  th e  

p a rish  h a s  h a d  its  n o ta b le  d ru n k s  a n d  la w y e rs  a n d  s im ila r c h a ra c te rs , it h a s  n e v e r  h a d  a  w rite r o f  re n o w n .

O f  c o u rse  it tu rn s  o u t th a t  B ill v e ry  so o n  g o e s  to  th e  M c M u lle n s ’ a g a in  to  a sk  Je an n ie  fo r  a n o th e r  

d a te , a n d  th is  tim e  h e  is  v e ry ' c a re fu l n o t to  k ic k  th e  m ilk  b o ttle s  d o w n  th e  s tep s , a lth o u g h  h e  n e e d  n o t h a v e  

w o rr ie d , b e c a u se  Je a n n ie  h a s  g iv e n  o rd e rs  to  th e  fa m ily  th a t th e y  a re  n e v e r a g a in  to  b e  le f t w h e re  h e  c o u ld  

g e t  tr ip p e d  u p  in  th e m , b e ca u se  sh e  is  h o p in g  th a t so m e  d a y  h e  w ill c o m e  b a c k .

T h e  re su lt is  th a t B ill b e c o m es  h e r  s te ad y  b o y  fr ien d  a n d  th ey a re  w a lk in g  a ro u n d  a rm  in  a rm  w ith  

th e ir  e y e s  sh in in g  lik e  m a rb le s , a n d  it lo o k s  v e ry ' g o o d  fo r  a n o th er  f in e  w e d d in g  a t S t. R o se 's  o n e  o f  th e se  

f in e  d a y s . F re q u en tly  th e y  a re  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  Jac k  T h o rn to n , b e c a u se  a t th a t tim e  h e  d o e s  n o t h a v e  a  g irl  

fr ie n d , a n d  B ill a n d  Je an n ie  a re  v e ry ' h a p p y  to  h a v e  h im  a ro u n d ; f irs t b e c a u se  h e  h a d  m o st to  d o  w ith  th e  

c u rin g  o f  B ill’s  in fe r io r ity  c o m p lex  a n d  se c o n d  b e ca u se  h e  is  a  v e ry lik e a b le  g u y .

T liis  w o rk s  o u t  v e ry ' b e a u tifu lly , b e ca u se  it is  a t Je a n n ie ’s  h o u se  th a t Jac k  m e e ts  Ja n e t S m ith . F o r  a  

lo n g  tim e  it lo o k s  lik e  a  d u d . b e c a u se  w h ile  Ja n e t  k n o w s  th a t sh e  th in k s  a  lo t  o f  Ja ck , Ja c k  is  u n c o n sc io u s  o f  

h is  a ffec tio n  fo r  Ja n e t a n d  ta k e s h e r  m e re ly  fo r  g ra n ted . H o w  th is  is  p o ssib le  w h e n  a  g ir l is  a s g o rg e o u s  a s  

Ja n e t S m ith  I  c a n n o t  fa th o m , a n d  I d o  n o t  b e lie v e S t. T h o m as  A q u in a s  e v e n  w e n t in to  tliis  q u e s tio n . S o  I  a m  

s tu m p ed .

X II

T A L K IN G  A B O U T  Ja n e t a n d  Je a n n ie  m a k es  m e  th in k  o f  P o p e  P iu s  X L  W h y  th is  is  so  w ill  a p p e ar  

in  a  m o m en t. I a m  a w fu lly  g ra te fu l to  th e  e le v e n th  P iu s  fo r  th in k in g  a n d  w ritin g  so  m u c h  a b o u t C a th o lic  

A c tio n , th e  p u rp o se o f  w h ic h  is to  g e t a ll C a th o lic s , a n d  n o t o n ly  th e  p ries ts , to  sp re ad  C h ris t’s tru th . I t 

lo o k s  to  m e  a s  th o u g h  C a th o lic  A c tio n  is  g o in g  to  b e  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  th e  w o rld  in  th e se  to u g h  tim e s , a n d  I  

a m  g la d  th e  C h u rc h  d id  n o t h a v e  to  w a it  fo r  m e  to  th in k  it u p .

P iu s  X I is  th e  P o p e  w h o  sa id  th a t  th e  g re a t tra g ed y  o f  th e  n in e tee n th  c e n tm y  w a s  th e  sep a ra tio n  o f  

th e  C h u rc h  a n d  th e  w o rk in g  m a n . T h e n  h e  sa t d o w n  a n d  w ro te  a n  e n c y c lic a l o n  C a p ita l a n d  L a b o r  w h ic h  

m a d e  y o u  re a lly  s it u p  a n d  ta k e  n o tic e . H e  to o k  th e  p a rt  o f  a ll  th e  little  fe llo w s  in  th e  w o rld  w h o  w e re  b e in g  

p u sh e d  in to  th e  g ro u n d  b y th e  b ig  c a p ita lis ts , a n d  h e  sa id  th a t e v e ry  fe llo w , n o  m a tte r  w h o , h a s  a  r ig h t to  a  

liv in g  w a g e , a n d  to  Ir is  o w n  p ro p erty , a n d  to  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  fu tu re  a n d  ra ise  a  d e c e n t fa m ily , a n d  a ll lik e  

th a t.



I h a d  a  P ro te s ta n t fr ie n d  w h o  sa id  to  m e  th a t P iu s X I c erta in ly  h a d  p le n ty  o n  th e  b a ll. T h is w a s  

so m e w h a t s la n g y la n g u a g e , b u t h e d id n ’t m e an a n y d is re sp e c t. O n th e c o n tra ry , h e w a s v e ry  

c o m p lim e n ta ry . W e ll, a fte r  P iu s  X I  d ie d , P iu s  X II s tep p e d  r ig h t in  a n d  w e n t  o n  p ro m o tin g  C a th o lic  A c tio n  

to  sa v e  th e  h u m a n  ra c e  fro m  th e  d isa s te rs  o f  a th e ism  a n d  se cu la r ism  a n d  su c h  lik e .

T h e id e a  o f C a th o lic A c tio n  is th e “ A p o s tlesh ip  o f  th e L a ity .” T h e re a re n o t e n o u g h  p ries ts to  

k n o w  e v e ry b o d y  a n d  ta lk  to  e v e ry b o d y  a b o u t m a k in g  th e  w o rld  C h ris tia n . T h e  p ries t  n e e d s  th e  la y  p e o p le  

to  h e lp  h im . T h e y  sh o u ld  g iv e  a  little  o f  th e ir  tim e  in  sp re ad in g  C h rist’s  k in g d o m  o f  ju s tic e  a n d  lo v e . Y o u  

a re n ’t  ju s t su p p o se d  to  s it a ro u n d  th e  h o u se  a n d  g e t  h o ly , o r  e v e n  s it a ro u n d  a  c h u rc h  a n d  g e t  h o ly . Y o u  a re  

su p p o se d  to  p u t o n  y o u r w a lk in g sh o e s a n d  sp re ad  C h ris t in  th e m a rk e t p la c e a n d  in  th e sh o p ; in  fa c t 

e v ery w h ere .

C a th o lic A c tio n , a s I f ig u re it o u t, isn ’t a n y sp ec ia l w a y o f sp re a d in g th e G o o d N e w s o f  

C h ris tia n ity . Y o u  c a n  k in d  o f  ta k e  y o u r  c h o ic e , b u t  y o u  a re  su p p o se d  to  w o rk  fo r  y o u r  C h u rc h  a n d  m a y b e  

e v e n  g e t  p u sh e d  a ro u n d  a  b it  fo r  it , a n d  y o u  a re  a lw a y s  to  lo o k  to  th e  b ish o p s  fo r  le a d ersh ip .

A ll th is  b e in g  so , I d e c id e  th a t if  th is is w h a t P iu s X I w a n ts . I w ill try  to  d o  it , a n d  th e  ty p e  o f  

C a th o lic  A c tio n  w e  c h o o se  a t S t. R o se ’s is  th e  c e ll te c h n iq u e , w h ic h  is w h a t th e  c o m m u n is ts c o p ie d  fro m  

th e  e a rly  C h ris tia n s .

T h e  w a y  th is  w o rk s  is  y o u  g e t a  g ro u p  o f  le a d ers  to g e th e r a n d  th e y  f ig u re  o u t w h a t is w ro n g  w ith  

th e  th in g s  p e o p le  a re  d o in g  a n d  th e n  th e y  d o  so m e th in g  a b o u t  it . I  s ta rt o u t  w ith  a  g ro u p  o f  y o u n g  w o m en  in  

w h ic h  Je an n ie  a n d  Ja n e t a re  a m o n g  th e  le a d ers , a n d  th e y  ta k e  to  it  v e ry  w e ll. T h e y  f ig u re  o u t r ig h t o ff  th a t 

th e  re a so n  a  lo t o f  g ir ls a re n ’t d o in g  w h a t th e y  sh o u ld  is b e c a u se  th e y  a re g e ttin g  in to  p la c e s a n d  b e in g  

e n te r ta in e d  w h e re  th e y  sh o u ld n ’t , a n d  so  th e y  d e c id e  to  s ta rt o u t b y  th ro w in g  a  d a n ce  in  th e  r ig h t k in d  o f  

su rro u n d in g s .

T h e y g e t th e u se o f o n e o f  th e  b ig  p a rish  h a lls a n d  e v e ry o n e w o rk s v e ry  h a rd  to d e c o ra te it  

b e a u tifu lly . T h e y  g e t to g e th e r so m e  m o n e y  to  h ire  a  b e tte r- th a n -av e ra g e  o rc h es tra . T h e y  f ig u re  o n  se rv in g  

p u n c h  a n d  c a k e . T h e  d a n ce  is  h e ld  in  a  n e ig h b o rh o o d  w h e re  su c h  e v en ts  a s  th is  a re  th e  e x c ep tio n . T h e  id e a  

b e h in d  th e  w h o le  th in g  is  to  g e t  a ll  th e  g ir ls  a c q u a in te d  in  a  so c ia l  w a y , w h ic h  w ill  h e lp  th e m  sp iritu a lly  a n d  

m a te ria lly .

In  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  d a n c e  Ja n e t g e ts  u p  a n d  sa y s, “ W e  a re  g o in g  to  h a v e  o n e  o f  th e se  d a n c e s  e v e ry  

m o n th . W e  w ill  h a v e  a  lo t  o f  fu n , I  th in k .”

W e ll, o n e  o f  th e  g ir ls  le ts  o u t  a  v e ry  sa rc as tic  la u g h , a n d  e v e ry b o d y  w o n d ers  w h y .

Ja n e t g e ts a ro u n d  c h a ttin g  w ith  a ll th e  g ir ls a n d  m o st o f  th e m  try  to  b e  fr ie n d ly . B u t th e  g ir l th a t 

la u g h e d  a t Ja n e t is  n o t fr ie n d ly  a t a ll. S h e  is  a  v e ry  d is illu sio n e d  in d iv id u a l a n d  is  c o m p a n io n  to  a  b o y  th a t 

c a n ’t  k e e p  h is  e y e s  in  o n e  p la ce . T h e y  se em  v e ry  m u c h  o u t o f  p la c e  a n d  ill a t e a se . Ja n e t f in a lly  sa y s  to  th e  

g ir l, “Y o u  w ill  b e  b a c k  n e x t  m o n th , I  h o p e .”

T h e  g ir l sa y s , “W h a t d o  y o u  ta k e  m e  fo r?  I  ju s t  c a m e  h e re  b e c a u se  it  is  fre e . I ’m  so rry  n o w  I d id . I  

n e v e r  sa w  su c h  a  d e a d  c ro w d . N o th in g  to  d rin k . E v e ry b o d y  a c tin g  lik e  in  c h u rc h . I k n o w  th e  re a so n  y o u  a re  

d o in g  th is . Y o u  fe e l so rry  fo r  u s . Y o u  th in k  th a t  y o u  a re  b e tte r  th a n  w e  a re . Y o u ’v e  g o t a  little  m o n e y  a n d  

y o u  th in k  w e a re g o in g  to h e ll b e c au se w e a re n ’t y o u r k in d  o f  p e o p le . N o th a n k  y o u , I d o n ’t c a re to  

a sso c ia te  w ith  y o u r  k in d . G iv e  m e  a  n ig h t  c lu b  w ith  so m e  life  in  it .”

W ith  th is  sh e  b u s ts  o u t o f  th e  h a ll  w ith  h e r  n o -g o o d  fr ie n d  a n d  Ja n e t  fe e ls  k in d  o f  b u s te d  u p . S h e  is  

tire d  a n d  o v e rw o rk ed , a n d  th is  is  a ll sh e  n e ed s. S h e  fe e ls  te rr ib le , a lth o u g h  n o  o n e  k n o w s  it b u t Je a n n ie  a n d  

Ja c k  T h o rn to n .

Je an n ie  sa y s . “F o rg e t  it , Ja n e t. C o m e  o n  h o m e  w ith  m e  a n d  I ’ll f ix  y o u  so m e  c o ffee  a n d  y o u ’ll fe e l 

b e tte r .”

Ja n e t sa y s  to  Ja c k , “ I ’m  so rry , Ja ck . I ’m  n o t  v e ry  c h ee rfu l  c o m p an y .”  Jac k  g iv e s  h e r  a  fu n n y  lo o k . 

H e  h a s  n e v e r  see n  h e r  b lu e  b e fo re , a n d  it  m a k e s  a  d iffe re n ce . A s  th e y  sa y . h e  w a s  se e in g  h e r  w ith  n e w  e y e s.

H e  e sp e c ia lly  se e s h e r  w ith  n e w  e y e s  w h e n  sh e  sa y s , “ I th in k  m a y b e  th a t g ir l w a s m o re  th a n  h a lf  

r ig h t. S h e  th o u g h t  w e  w e re  p a tro n iz in g  h e r; a n d  m a y b e  in  a  w a y  w e  w e re , e v e n  if  w e  d id n ’t  m e an  to . If  w e  

a re  g o in g  to  d o  C a th o lic  A c tio n , w e  h a v e  g o t  to  le a rn  m o re  h u m ility . W e  h a v e  g o t  to  b e  o n e  o f  th e  p e o p le , 

a s C h ris t w a s. N o b o d y  e v e r im a g in e d  th a t H e  w a s c o n d esce n d in g . W e  h a v e  to  le a rn  to  lo v e  e v e ry b o d y  in  

H is  w a y .”

A fte rw a rd , Je an n ie  a n d  Ja n e t  g e t  to  re m in isc in g  o v e r  th e ir  c o ffe e , ta lk in g  a b o u t  h o w  th e y  h a d  b e e n  

p a rtn e rs  in  th e  F irs t C o m m u n io n  c la ss  a n d  th o u g h t  th e y  w e re  g o in g  to  b e  n u n s . Ja n e t  w a n te d  to  b e  a  m o th e r  

su p e rio r , a n d  Je a n n ie  ju s t w a n te d  to  b e  a n  o rd in a ry  n u n , b e c a u se  if  Ja n e t w a n te d  to  b e  su p e rio r , th a t w a s  

th a t. T h a t w a s  in  th e  th ird  g ra d e . T h e n  a b o u t th e  f if th  g ra d e  th e y  w a n te d  to  b e  n u rses , b e c a u se  th e re  w a s  

su ch  a  n ic e  n u rse  a t sc h o o l a n d  sh e  lo o k e d  so  p re tty  a n d  c le a n  in  h e r  w h ite  u n ifo rm . T h e n  w h e n  th e y  g o t a  



little  o ld e r  th e y  w a n te d  to  b e  m a rrie d  n u rse s  b e c a u se  b o y s  w e ren ’t so  b a d  a s  th e y  u sed  to  b e . T h e y  d id n ’t  

h a te  th e m  th e  w a y  th e y  u se d  to , a n d  sa w  so m e  fu tu re  th a t b o y s m ig h t h a v e  to o . T h e y  s till w a n te d  to  b e  

n u rses , b u t th e y  w a n te d  to  b e  m a rrie d  n u rse s . N o w  th a t th e y  w e re  o u t o f  c o lle g e  th e y  ju s t w a n te d  to  b e  

m a rrie d .

W h ile  th e y  a re  ta lk in g  th e y  a re lis te n in g  to  so m e n e w  re c o rd s  th a t Je an n ie  h a d  g o tte n  a n d  w e re  

ta lk in g  a b o u t h o w  h a rd  it  m u st  b e  to  b e  a  p ries t  o r  a  n u n  in  In d ia  o r  so m e  p la c e  w h e re  p e o p le  a re  ta u g h t to  

h a te  C h ris tian s .

Ja n e t sa y s sh e  is a sh a m e d  o f  h e rse lf  fo r g e ttin g  so  b u s te d  u p  b y  a  little  th in g  lik e  w h a t h a p p e n e d  

th a t n ig h t, w h e n  m issio n a rie s  su ffe r  so  m u c h . T a lk in g  so m e th in g  o u t w ith  so m e o n e  y o u  lik e  a lw a y s  m a k es  

y o u  fe e l a  lo t  b e tte r , so  Ja n e t is  fe e lin g  a  lo t  b e tte r , a n d  ju s t th e n  a  k n o ck  c o m e s  o n  th e  d o o r.

In  c o m es  B ill P re n d e rg as t a n d  Ja c k  T h o rn to n . E v e ry th in g  lo o k s a b o u t  th e  sa m e  to  B ill b u t a  lo t 

d iffe ren t  to  Ja ck . H e  th in k s  to  h im se lf  th a t Ja n e t S m ith  is  a b o u t  th e  m o st  b e a u tifu l g ir l h e  h a s  e v e r  se en , a n d  

h e  w o n d ers  w h y  h e  h a s  n e v e r  th o u g h t  o f  th is  b e fo re .

Je a n n ie  m e n tio n s  th a t sh e  h a s  a  n e w  re co rd  w h ic h  sh e  th in k s  is  v e ry  b e a u tifu l,  b u t Jac k  a n d  Ja n e t 

h a rd ly  h e a r  it  w h e n  sh e  p lay s  it .

T h e n  Jac k  w a lk s  Ja n e t h o m e , a n d  th e y  n e v e r  fe lt h a p p ie r. T h e  sk y  is  b e a u tifu l, th e  b re e z e s  w a rm , 

e tc . T h e y  w a lk  th e  lo n g  w a y  a ro u n d  b u t it se em s  so  sh o rt th a t th e y  ju s t  w a lk  a ro u n d  fo r  a n o th er  h o u r. T h e n  

Jac k  k isse s Ja n e t v e ry  re v ere n tly  a n d  b o th  o f  th e m  fe e l th a t th e re  w ill n e v e r b e  a n y b o d y  e lse . T h is is  th e  

h a p p ies t  n ig h t in  th e ir  liv e s .

T h is C a th o lic  A c tio n  c e ll o f  Je a n n ie ’s  a n d  Ja n e t's  is  o n ly  th e  b e g in n in g . B e fo re  y o u  k n o w  it th e re  

is  so  m u c h  g o in g  o n  a ro u n d  S t. R o se  th a t  it  w o u ld  ta k e  a  P h ila d e lp h ia  la w y e r to  k e e p  re c o rd s . S o m e  o f  th e  

p e o p le  o f  th e  d io c e se  s ta r t sa y in g  th a t th e  c h u rc h  is  g e ttin g  in to  to o  m u c h  a n d  try in g  to  b e  a  c ircu s  fo r  its  

p e o p le . T h e y  sa y  it isn ’t  q u ite  d ig n if ied , a n d  so  o n . T h e  w h o le  tir in g  is  so m e w h a t  c o n tro v e rsia l, b u t I  d o  n o t  

le t it  w o rry  m e , b e c a u se  m y  sa la ry  is  f if ty  d o lla rs  a  m o n th  a n d  F a th e r  T im  M a llo y ’s  is  o n e  h u n d re d , a n d  fo r  

th e  f if ty  I a m  n o t g e ttin g  I d o n ’t  h a v e  to  f ig u re  o u t  w h a t is  d o n e  a t S t. R o se . T h a t is  F a th e r  T im ’s  p ro b lem , 

w h ic h  is  w h y  h e  is  in  th e  u p p e r  sa la ry  b ra c k e ts .

X III

F A T H E R  T IM  a lw ay s  sa y s  th a t  if  th e  e n te r ta in m en t n o w ad a y s  is  b a d  fo r  y o u n g  p e o p le  a n d  if  th e y  

n o  lo n g e r c o n g re g a te in  th e ir h o m e s , th e n  th e  C h u rc h  m u st p ro v id e  e n te r ta in m en t o r lo se  th e  y o u n g s te rs . 

H e  is  a ll-o u t  fo r  th e  C a th o lic  Y o u th  O rg a n iza tio n  p ro g ram , a n d  h e  th in k s  th e re  m u st b e  c h a n g e s fro m  th e  

o ld  d a y s . If  h e  th in k s  so , th e n  th e  w a y  I  f ig u re  is  th a t  th e re  is  a  g o o d  c h an c e  th a t G o d  w a n ts  it  th a t  w a y .

W h e n e v e r F a th er T im  tr ie s to  m e n tio n  a ll th e c lu b s a n d  o rg an iz a tio n s in  h is p a rish , h e a lw a y s  

fo rg e ts  th ree  o r  fo u r  b e c a u se  th e re  a re  so  m a n y  o f  th e m . W h e n  a  w in d o w  is  b ro k e n  o r  th e  sc h o o l m e sse d  

u p , h e  g e ts  fu r io u s  a n d  sa y s th a t h e  is  g o in g  to  h a v e  to  s to m p  o n  th e se  y o u th  m o v e m en ts , b u t y o u  a lw a y s  

k n o w  th a t  h e  w o n ’t , b e c a u se  h e  b e liev e s  in  th e m .

F o r  in s ta n c e , w h e n  S t. R o se ’s  is  b e a te n  in  fo o tb a ll b y  S t. P h ilip ’s , F a th e r  T im  w a n ts  to  k n o w  w h y  

J im  O ’N e il w a sn ’t in  th e re  m a k in g  to u c h d o w n s. W e  te ll h im  th a t J im  h a s g o n e  to  m ilita ry  sc h o o l, a n d  h e  

s tam p s h is fo o t a n d sa y s h e sh o u ld  h a v e s tay e d  a t h o m e w ith  h is g o o d  m o th er . T h is w o u ld  n o t h a v e  

o c c u rre d  to  h im  if  S t. R o se ’s  h a d  w o n  th e  c h a m p io n sh ip .

A m o n g  o th e r  th in g s  th a t F a th er  T im  sa y s  is  th a t Ja n e t S m ith  a n d  Jac k  T h o rn to n  a re  th e  sa lt o f  th e  

e a rth . A t le a s t, th e y  a re  th e  sa lt o f  S t. R o se ’s . T h e y  h a v e  a  lo t to  d o  w ith  a ll th e  a c tiv itie s , a n d  a lw a y s s tay  

a ro u n d  to  c le an  u p  a fte r  m e etin g s , u n lik e  so m e  fo lk s  I c o u ld  n a m e  w h o  g e t in  o n  a ll th e  fu n  b u t n e v e r lif t a  

h a n d  to  h e lp . W e ll, a s F a th e r T im  sa y s, G o d  g iv e s o n ly  a  fe w  g o o d  w o rk e rs to  e v ery ' p a rish , a n d  m o st 

p e o p le  a re  w illin g  to  b e  o n  th e  re c e p tio n  c o m m itte e  a n d  th a t ’s  a ll.

Ja n e t e v e n  w o rk s a t C a th o lic  A c tio n  o u ts id e  o f  S t. R o se  P a rish . S h e  a n d  Je a n n ie  M c M u lle n  a n d  

Jac k  a n d  B ill P re n d e rg as t  a n d  so m e  o th e r  fo lk s  o p e n  a  H o u se  o f  H o sp ita lity  in  a  p o o r  n e ig h b o rh o o d , w h e re  

th e  fe llo w s g iv e  a w a y  o ld  c lo th in g  a n d  fo o d  a n d  th in g s  th e y  c o lle c t. T h e y  a lso  p la y  b a ll w ith  th e  k id s , a n d  

lik e  th a t. B u t m a in ly  th e y  h a v e  c a tec h ism  c la sses  fo r  th e  c h ild re n .

A  lo t o f  p e o p le  g o  a ro u n d  sa y in g  th a t th e  p o o r  m e n  w h o  c o m e  fo r  h a n d o u ts a re  m a k in g  fo o ls o f  

Jac k  a n d  Ja n e t a n d  th e  o th e rs , b e c a u se  th e y  ta k e  th e  c lo th in g  a n d  th e n  g o  o u t a n d  se ll it . B u t Jac k  a n d  Ja n e t 

th in k  to th e m se lv e s th a t so m e d a y th e se m e n  w ill b e so rry fo r d o in g  th is , a n d  th e n  m a y b e w ill h e lp  



so m eb o d y  e lse . T h e y  e v e n  g iv e  th in g s to  fe llo w  s w h o  a re  k n o w n  to  d o  n o th in g  b u t d rin k , b e ca u se  e v e n  a  

d ru n k  h a s  to  s ta y  a liv e  if  h e  is  e v e r  g o in g  to  re p e n t.

O n e  o f  th e  p a rish  c lu b s  is  a  c lu b  fo r  b o y s  a n d  g ir ls  ju s t o u t o f  h ig h  sc h o o l. Ja n e t S m ith  sa y s  to  m e  

to  c o m e  to  a  m e e tin g , a n d  I  fe e l v e ry  b a d  b e c a u se  I sh o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  th e re  so o n e r , in a sm u c h  a s  F a th er  T im  

h a s a n n o u n c e d  th a t I a m  th e  c lu b  c h a p la in . Ja n e t e x p la in s  th a t th e re  a re  b u s in e ss  m e e tin g s to  d e c id e  a b o u t 

h a y  r id es a n d  d a n ce s a n d  p u ttin g  o n  p la y s, a n d  so  o n . S h e  a lso  m e n tio n s  th a t th e re  a re  b o y s in  th e  c lu b , 

w  h ic h  is  v e ry  im p o rta n t: a n d  v ic e  v e rsa .

T h e  m e etin g  is  h e ld  T u e sd a y  n ig h t a t e ig h t- th ir ty , a n d  a fte r  th is  I  b e g in  to  re se rv e  th is  tim e  fo r  th is  

p u rp o se . T h e re  a re  m a y b e  o n e  h u n d re d  b o y s  a n d  g ir ls , a n d  th e y  lo o k  so  f in e  th a t I a m  v e ry  a n g ry  to  th in k  o f  

th e  c o n d itio n s  o f  th e  w o rld  a n d  th e  s in s th a t so m e  o f  th e m  m ig h t b e  te m p te d  to  c o m m it a n d  th u s  lo se  th e ir  

b e a u ty  o f  so u l. H o w e v er, I  d o  n o t sh o u t a b o u t  th e  e v ils  o f  th e  w o rld  b e c a u se  I re a liz e , lik e  th e  tim e  I ta lk e d  

w ith  Jo e  M ille r  th e  h a rd w a re  m a n . th a t I a m  n o t  th e  ty p e  fo r  g re a t d e n u n c ia to n s .

Jac k  T h o rn to n  is  th e  p re s id e n t a n d  h e  c a lls  th e  m e etin g  to  o rd e r . H e  sa y s , “ W e  w ill h a v e  m in u tes  

o f  th e  la s t m e e tin g .” T h e se c re ta ry  re a d s th e m , b u t sh e h a s n o  d o u b t b e e n  c h o se n  fo r h e r  b ig  b lu e e y e s , 

b e c au se  y o u  c a n ’t  h e a r  h e r  v e ry  w e ll. H e re  a n d  th e re  y o u  g e t th e  id e a  th a t  th e y  h a d  d isc u sse d  su n d ry  th in g s  

a t  th e  la s t m e e tin g .

O n e  c h a ra c te r  in  th e  a u d ie n c e , a  n ic e  fe llo w , a sk s. "W h y  d id  w e  sp en d  tw o  d o lla rs  fo r  c rep e  p a p e r  

fo r  th e  la s t d a n c e ? ”  T h e re  is  m u c h  d iscu ss io n  a b o u t th is  m a tte r , a n d  I a m  a ll fo r  sa y in g  th a t I w ill m a k e  u p  

th e  d iffe re n c e if  it is  g o in g  to  b o th e r th e m . B u t I se e  th a t th is  is  n o t th e  p o in t a n d  th a t y o u  h a v e  to  d isc u ss  

s tu ff  in  m e e tin g s e v e n  if  it is  a b o u t c rep e  p a p e r . E v e ry b o d y , e v e n  Ja n e t a n d  J im , is  v e ry  w ro u g h t u p  —  a ll 

e x c e p t m e . B u t I a m  ju s t a  n o v ic e , a n d  I w  ill try  to  g e t w o rk e d  u p  to o . E v e ry b o d y  h a s  a  g o o d  tim e  ta lk in g  

a b o u t  th is , so  it is  o .k . b y  m e .

B e fo re  th e  m e e tin g  is  o v e r  I a m  c a lle d  o n  to  m a k e  a  sp e ec h . I th in k  a b o u t a  lo t  o f  jo k e s  th a t I h a v e  

h e a rd  so  th a t I w ill g o  o v e r  b ig . b u t I d o n ’t te ll th e m  b e c a u se  I c a n ’t e v e r f ig u re  o u t h o w  to  f it th e m  in , 

a lth o u g h  so m e  fe llo w s  w o u ld n ’t w  o rn a b o u t th is . I  ju s t sa y , “ T h is  is  c e rta in ly  v e ry  in sp ir in g  to  m e —  so  

m a n y  y o u n g  m e n  a n d  w o m en  m e etin g  to g e th e r  in  th e  c h u rc h  a u d ito r iu m . I a m  y o u r  c h ap la in  a n d  I h o p e  th a t 

y o u  w ill k e ep  u p  y o u r  g o o d  w o rk , a n d  n o w  th a t I a m  h e re  I c a n  a ssu re  y o u  th a t y o u  c a n  c o u n t o n  m e  fo r  

w h a tev e r  h e lp  I m a y  g iv e  y o u .”  E v e ry b o d y  g iv es  m e  a  b ig  h a n d , a lth o u g h  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h y .

A fte r  th e  m e e tin g , o v e r  d o u g h n u ts  a n d  c o ffe e , th e re  is  a  lo t o f  ta lk in g . I d o  m y  p a rt. I t is  n o th in g  

o u ts ta n d in g  —  ju s t a sk in g  p e o p le  w h a t th e ir n a m es  a re  a n d  w h e re  th e y  w e n t to  sc h o o l. S o m e tim e s I sa y , 

“ A re  y o u  th e  O ’N e il th a t is re la te d  to  th e d is tr ic t a tto rn ey ?” B u t th e y  sa y , “ M y  n a m e  is n o t O ’N e il. I t is  

O 'B rie n .”  A n d  o f  c o u rse  th a t th ro w s  th e  c h itch a t o u t o f  g e a r .

Jac k  T h o rn to n , I  p e rc e iv e , h a s  ta k en  th e  a d v ic e  o f  S t. P a u l v e ry  w e ll a n d  is  a ll th in g s  to  a ll p e o p le . 

H e  lo o k s  fo r  a n y th in g  re se m b lin g  w a ll f lo w e rs , a n d  d a n c e s  a n d  sa y s  c le v e r  th in g s  to  th e m . N o  o n e  se em s  to  

m in d , a s  Ja c k  is  so  b ig  a n d  h a n d so m e  a n d  sm ile s  th ro u g h  life .

Ja n e t S m ith  is v ic e p re sid e n t o f  th e c lu b , a n d  sh e d o e s th e sa m e a s Ja ck . T h is m a k es m e  v e ry  

h a p p y , a s I re a lize  th a t th e  tro u b le  w ith  a  lo t o f  o u r  fu n c tio n s  is  th a t so m e  o f  th e  p e o p le  fe e l le f t o u t a s  n o  

o n e  ta k e s  th e  tro u b le  to  ta lk  to  th e m .

A fte r Ja n e t a n d  Jac k  h a v e d o n e th e ir d u ty  to  a ll in  th e c lu b , th e y  a re d o in g  th e ir d u ty  to  o n e  

a n o th e r.

T h e c lu b  g o e s a lo n g  f in e . I a m  g la d  to  sa y . T h e  k id s lik e  th e d a n ce s a n d  th e  s le d  r id e s a n d  tire  

tre asu re h u n ts a n d  su c h  th in g s th e  b e s t. B u t I lik e  th e sp ee c h e s  th e  b e s t. I th in k  th e y  d o  th e  m o st g o o d . 

W h e n  th e  o ff ic e rs  c a n ’t th in k  o f  a n y th in g  e lse  th e y  a lw ay s  g e t a  sp e ak e r , b e c a u se  I g u e ss  th e re  a re  a  lo t  o f  

p e o p le  a ro u n d  ju s t w a itin g  to  g iv e sp ee c h es  o n  th in g s  p e o p le  sh o u ld  k n o w , a n d  w h e n  y o u  s to p  to  th in k  

a b o u t it th e re  a re a  lo t o f  th in g s th a t p e o p le  c a n  le a m  to o . B u t I d o n ’t m in d  te llin g  y o u  th a t o f  a ll th e  

sp e a k ers  I  p u t m y  m o n e y  o n  F a th e r  T im  M a llo y . I th in k  m o st e v e n  o n e  in  th e  c lu b  d o e s  to o , b e c a u se  F a th e r  

T im  h a s  th e  w isd o m  o f  a g e  b u t h e  a lso  h a s  th e  e n th u sia sm  o f  y o u th . H e  re m e m b e rs  th e  y o u n g e r  d a y s  o f  h is  

life  v e ry  w e ll. H e  re m em b e rs  th e  id e a lism  a n d  th e  u n c e rta in ty . A  lo t o f  tim es  th e  y o u n g s te rs sa y . "T h a t is  

ju s t  w h a t  I  a lw ay s  w a n te d  to  h e a r  a b o u t.”  a fte r  h e  ta lk s .

F a th e r T im  ta lk s a n  a w fu l lo t a b o u t th e b o y -g ir l p ro b le m . T h is is a v e ry in te re s tin g  su b jec t, 

b e c au se  I c a n  re m em b e r th a t o n e  tim e th e re v a s  a  q u e stio n  in  o u r  Q u e s tio n  B o x . “M y  g ir l h a s  b e au tifu l  

b lu e  e y e s  b u t sh e  is a  n o n -C a th o lic . I th in k  I lo v e  h e r . W h a t sh o u ld  I d o ? ” I c o u ld n ’t f ig u re  o u t w h a t th e  

b lu e  e y e s h a d  to  d o  w ith  th e su b je c t, b u t I su p p o se w h e n  y o u  c a n  s ig n  y o u r n a m e a n o n y m o u sly  m o st 

a n y th in g  c a n  g o .



O n e o f  th e b e s t ta lk s F a th e r T im  g iv e s is o n  g o in g  s te a d y . H e sa y s . “ If  y o u  b o y s a n d  g ir ls a re  

sm art  y o u  w ill n o t g o  s te a d y  u n til y o u  a re  re a d y  to  g e t  m a rrie d . A n d  y o u  sh o u ld n ’t  b e  re a d y  to  g e t m a rrie d  

u n til  y o u  c a n  su p p o rt  a  w ife  a n d  a  fa m ily .

“ T h e m is ta k e a  lo t o f  g ir ls a n d  b o y s m a k e ,” h e sa y s, “ is g o in g  s te a d y  to o  so o n . W h e n  th e y  g e t 

m a rrie d  th e y  h a v e  o n ly  g o n e  a ro u n d  w ith  o n e  o r  tw o  b o y s  a n d  th is is n o t e n o u g h . T h e  re a so n  is  b e c a u se  

a fte r  y o u  g e t m a rrie d  y o u  m ig h t th in k  h o w  n ic e it w o u ld  b e  to  b e  m a rrie d  to  so m e b o d y  e lse a n d  th is is  

in d ee d  a  v c rv  s illy  th o u g h t  a fte r  y o u  a re  m a rrie d  u n til d e a th . T h e  tim e  fo r  lo o k in g  a ro u n d  is  w h e n  y o u  a re  

y o u n g . G o  w ith  so m eo n e  w h o  is th e life o f  th e  p a rty . S e e h o w  th a t is . G o  w ith  th e s tro n g , s ile n t ty p e . 

M a y b e  th a t is  y o u r  ty p e . W h o  k n o w s?  T h ere  a re  a ll k in d s  o f  p e o p le  in  th e  w o rld , a n d  if  y o u  h a v e  o n ly  g o n e  

w ith  o n e  b o y  s tea d y ,  y o u  a re  ju s t p la in  lu c k y  if  y o u  g e t  th e  r ig h t  m a n . A n d  th e  sa m e  g o e s  fo r  th e  b o y s , to o .

“ A n d  a n o th er  th in g . R e m e m b er th e  p u rp o se  o f  d a tin g . I t’s  to  f in d  o u t w h o  y o u  c a n  b e s t liv e  w ith  

fo r th e  re st o f  y o u r life . I a m  to ld  th a t so m e p e o p le c a n ’t f in d  a n y th in g  e lse to  d o  o n  a  d a te  b u t s to p  a t 

ta v e rn s , g o  to  m o v ies  a n d  m a k e  lo v e . N o w  life  is  m o re  th a n  a ll th is . Y o u  w o n ’t  b e  sp en d in g  th e  re s t  o f  y o u r  

liv e s g o in g  to  m o v ie s a n d  ta v e rn s , b e c au se  y o u  w o n ’t  b e  a b le  to  a ffo rd  it . N o r w ill lo v e-m ak in g  b e  y o u r  

w h o le life . Y o u ’ll b e g o in g  to g a m es to g e th e r , m a y b e to th e o p e ra . W h e n  y o u  a re d a tin g  u se y o u r  

im a g in a tio n . S e e  h o w  m a n y  d iffe re n t th in g s  y o u  c a n  d o  to g e th e r a n d  e n jo y . T h a t is  th e  w a y  y o u  f in d  o u t if  

y o u  w ill  liv e  in  h a p p in e ss  th e  re st o f  y o u r  liv es .”

T h a t n ig h t e v ery o n e  e x a m in e s h is c o n sc ie n c e , a n d  I f in d  o u t th ro u g h  th e g ra p e v in e th a t se v e ra l  

k id s  d e c id e  to  b re a k  u p  fo r  a  w h ile , b e c a u se  th e y  k n o w  th a t  if  F a th e r  T im  sa y s so  it is  th e  b e s t th in g  to  d o . 

E sp e c ia lly  I a m  g la d  to  h e a r th a t o n e  o f  o u r  g ir ls sw e ars o ff  a  m o to rc y c le r id e r a n d  a n o th e r o ff  a  ro lle r  

sk a te r . I d o n ’t lik e  th e se  fe llo w s  b e c a u se  o n e  w e a rs a  b ig  b e lt a n d  a lw ay s lo o k s f la sh y ; b u t m o stly  th e y  

d o n ’t  lik e  w o rk  b u t  o n ly  m o to rc y c lin g  a n d  ro lle r  sk a tin g .

F a th e r T im  is e sp e c ia lly  a n g ry  w h e n  h e ta lk s o f  th e  w a y  th e  w o rld  is d ra g g in g  y o u th s  in to  th e  

g u tte r . H e  sa y s a t le as t a  d o z e n  tim es  th a t I c a n  re m em b e r, “ If  th e re  w e re  d ie  ro tte n  p ic tu re s , ro tte n  p la y s , 

ro tten  m a g az in e s a ro u n d  w h e n  I w a s a  k id  th a t th e re  a re  n o w , I d o n ’t k n o w  h o w  I c o u ld  h a v e  k e p t m y  

p u rity . K id s  h a v e  to  b e  re a l h e ro e s to  k e e p  c le an  n o w a d ay s .” A n d  if  it w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  to u g h  fo r  F a th er  

T im  M a llo y , a  m a n  o f  s te e l, it  w o u ld  c erta in ly  b e  to u g h  fo r  th e  re s t o f  u s .

W h e n  F a th er  T im  g iv e s  h is  ta lk s  o n  p u rity  to  th e  g ro u p , I  th in k  h e  p le a d s  m o re  th a n  w h e n  h e  ta lk s  

a b o u t a n y th in g  e lse . H e sa y s, “Y o u ’re re a l h e ro e s if  y o u  k e e p  y o u r so u l c le a n  to d a y . I d o n ’t th in k  th e  

m a rty rs  o f  o ld  h a d  m u c h  o n  th e  c le a n  b o y  o r  g ir l to d a y . I  k n o w  G o d  sm ile s  o n  y o u  a n d  w ill  g iv e  y o u  a  g re a t  

re w a rd . F a ith , h o p e  a n d  c h arity  a re  th e  g re a tes t v ir tu e s , I  k n o w  th a t, b u t  I sa y  to  y o u  b e  p u re  a n d  y o u  w o n ’t  

h a v e  to  w o rry  m u c h  a b o u t a n y  o f  th e  o th e r  v ir tu e s .”  P e rh a p s  F a th e r  T im  o v e rem p h a siz e s  a  little  b it, b u t a s  

h e  sa y s, "Y o u  c a n ’t  g o  to o  fa r  e x to llin g  th is  v ir tu e  to  th e  y o u n g .”

H e  sa y s , “N e v e r  g iv e  in  to  te m p ta tio n . T h e  d e v il m a k es  it se e m  w o rth w h ile . H e  m a k es  y o u  th in k  

th a t  y o u  a re  p a ssin g  u p  re a l liv in g , b u t I a m  h e re  to  te ll  y o u  th a t  y o u  c a n  m e ss  u p  y o u r  life  m o re  b y  g iv in g  

in  to  im p u rity  th a n  in  a n y  o th e r  w a y . S t. A lp h o n su s  sa id  th a t e v e ry o n e  w h o  is  in  h e ll to d a y  is  th e re  b e c a u se  

h e  h a s  o ffe n d ed  G o d  in  so m e  w a y  b y  im p u rity .”

A n d  e v e ry b o d y  k n o w s  th a t if  S t. A lp h o n su s  sa id  it a n d  w a s  b a c k e d  u p  b y  F a th er  T im  M a llo y  it 

m u st  b e  tru e .

F a th e r T im  ta lk s  o n  c h iv a lry  to o . H e  sa y s , “ I re a liz e  th a t m e n  to d a y  c a n n o t  th ro w  th e ir  c o a ts in to  

w a te r  so  g ir ls  c a n  w a lk  o v e r  th e m , lik e  S ir  W a lte r  R a le ig h , b e c au se  c lo th e s  c o s t  to o  m u c h , b u t  th e y  c a n  s till  

b e  g e n tlem e n . A ll th is b u n k  in  th e  m o v ies  a b o u t to u g h  g u y s th ro w in g  g ir ls a ro u n d , so c k in g  th e m  in  th e  

fa c e , is a  lo t o f  h o g w ash  a n d  a  d isg ra c e . If  a  fe llo w  d o e sn ’t th in k  th e  g ir l h e  is g o in g  a ro u n d  w ith  is a  

p r in c e ss , b o th  o f  th e m  a re  w a s tin g  th e ir  tim e . I th in k  o n e  o f  th e  m o st d isg ra ce fu l  th in g s  in  A m e rica  to d a y  is  

th a t a  m a n  w o n ’t  g e t  u p  a n d  g iv e  a  se a t to  a  w o m an  in  a  c ro w d ed  b u s , o n ly  if  h e  h a p p e n s  to  n o tic e  th a t  it  is  

h is  m o th e r  o r  la n d la d y . W h y , th e  g re a t  g lo ry  o f  C h ris tia n ity  is  th a t  w o m an  h a s  b e e n  e le v a te d , a n d  to d a y  in  

A m e ric a  w e  a re  te a r in g  h e r  d o w n .”

F a th e r  T im  a lso  sa y s  th a t “ a  lo t o f  p e o p le  w ill  th in k  a ll th is s tu ff  is  o ld -fa sh io n e d . W e ll, I g u e ss  it 

is . T h e re  is  a n  a w fu l lo t  o f  w h a t th e y  c a ll  b ro a d m in d e d n e ss  in  th e  w o rld  to d a y . T h e  w o rld  is  lo s in g  its  se n se  

o f  s in . P e o p le  u sed  to  s in  a  lo t. b u t th e y  re a lize d  it w a s s in . T o d a y  if  y o u  fo llo w  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  G o d , y o u  

a re  re p re ss in g  y o u rse lf. Y o u  a re  g o in g  to  b e  n e u ro tic . B u t I te ll  y o u  th a t if  y o u  w a n t c h a rac te r, if  y o u  w a n t 

th a t  little  e x tra  p u sh  th a t  is  th e  d iffe re n ce  b e tw e e n  su cc e ss  a n d  fa ilu re , th e re  is  n o th in g  so  d e v e lo p in g  a s  tire  

v ir tu e  o f  p u rity . A  k iss  is  so m eth in g  sa c re d , a  p le d g e  o f  sp e c ia l lo v e , n o t  ju s t  a  w a y  to  p a ss  a n  e v en in g . I t is  

d a n g e ro u s  a n d  se rio u s , a n d  n o t so m e th in g  to  b e  ta k en  lig h tly ."



I su p p o se  th a t so m e o f  th e  k id s  th in k  th a t F a th e r  T im  M a llo y  is to o  a n x io u s a b o u t th in g s a n d  a  

little  o ld -fash io n ed , b u t m o st o f  th e m  re a lize  th a t h e  h a s  see n  e n o u g h  o f  life  to  k n o w  w h a t th e  sc o re  is , a n d  

h e  d o e s  th e m  a  lo t  o f  g o o d .

X IV

W A Y  I  f ig u re  it , a d o le sc en c e  is  so m e th in g  to  b e  a v o id e d  if  p o ssib le . Y o u  fe e l  g a w k y  a n d  tire d  a n d  

u n w a n ted  a n d  u g ly , b u t m o stly  y o u  fe e l u g ly . T h e n  y o u  s ta rt g e ttin g  m a d  a t e v e ry th in g . Y o u  g o  to  s le e p  to  

s lee p  o ff  y o u r  m a d n e ss , b u t  y o u  d o n ’t w a k e  u p  n o t m a d . Y o u ’re  m a d d er  th a n  e v e r, a n d  y o u  sa y  n a s ty  a n d  

m e a n  th in g s, a n d  y o u r  p a re n ts  a re  te m p te d  to  b e a t  y o u r  b ra in s  o u t.

I a m  n o  lo n g e r  a n  a d o lesce n t, b u t I h a v e  to  w o rry ' a b o u t a d o le sc e n c e m o re  o fte n  th a n  I lik e . T h e  

w a y  th is  h a p p e n s  is  th a t p a re n ts  g e t  a ll d e m o ra lize d  w ith  th e ir  a d o le sc e n t c h ild re n , a n d  n o t  w ish in g  to  b a tte r  

o u t  th e ir  b ra in s, th e y  sa y  to  th e m , “Y o u  m a rch  r ig h t d o w n  to  th e  re c to ry ' a n d  se e  F a th er .”  f t is  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  

th is  th a t  y o u n g  J im m y  S m ith  a n d  I  g o  th ro u g h  Ir is  a d o le sc e n c e  to g e th e r , a n d  it  is  n o  fu n .

In  fa c t, it is a  g o o d  th in g  th a t J im m y  S m ith  h a d  a  g o o d  re lig io u s  b a c k g ro u n d , o r  b y  th is  tim e  h e  

w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  b e  d o in g  tim e  in  A lc a tra z . T h e  w a y  it s ta rts  is  w ith  J im m y  p u n c h in g  Jo e S c h m id t's n o se . 

Jo e  S c h m id t n e v e r  g o t  to  p la y  o n  J im m y ’s  b a se b a ll te a m  b e c a u se  h e  is  k in d  o f  u n c o -o rd in a te d  a n d  is  a lw a y s  

fu m b lin g  th e  b a ll. A lso , h e  c o u ld n ’t h it a  b a llo o n . B u t h e  is a  v e ry  h o n e s t a n d  fa ir  k id , so  th e y  m a k e  h im  

u m p ire , f ig u rin g  th a t m a n y  u m p ire s  a lso  m a k e  o u t a ll r ig h t  in  life .

O n e  d a y  Jo e is u m p ir in g  a n d  J im m y  S m ith  c o m es to  b a t. J im m y  b a ts in  c le a n -u p  p o s itio n . T h is  

tim e  th e  g a m e  is  p re tty  c lo se  a n d  th e  p itc h e r  g e ts  th e  c o u n t  d o w n  to  th ree  b a lls  a n d  tw o  s trik e s . O n  th e  n e x t 

p itc h  h e  p u ts  a  n ic e  lo w  o n e  o v e r  th e  o u ts id e  c o m er, a n d  w h a t is  Jo e S c h m id t to  d o  b u t to  c a ll it a  s trik e , 

s in c e h e  is n o te d  fo r  h is  h o n e s ty  a n d  fa irn e ss? J im m y  S m ith  o r  n o  J im m y  S m ith , h e  c a lls s tr ik e  th re e , th e  

sa m e  w a y  th e y  d o  in  th e  b ig  le a g u e s.

J im m y  tu rn s p u rp le  a n d  y e lls o u t. "W h a t’s th e  m a tte r w ith  y o u , Jo e , a re  y o u  b lin d ? ” a n d  s im ila r  

d e ro g a to ry  re m a rk s . T h e n  h e  ru n s  b e h in d  th e  p la te  a n d  ta k e s  a  sw in g  a t  Jo e  a n d  g iv e s  h im  a  b lo o d y  n o se .

O n e  o f  th e  fe llo w s  sa y s. "T ak e  it e a sy , J im m y , th is  is  o n ly  a  p ra c tic e  g a m e ,”  a n d  e v e ry b o d y  fe e ls  

v e ry  so rry  fo r  little  Jo e  b e c a u se  h e  is  su c h  a  little  g u y  a n d  re a lly  a  p le n ty  g o o d  Jo e .

I h a p p e n  to  b e  w a lk in g  a ro u n d  re ad in g  m y  O ffice  a n d  ta k e  m y  e y e s  u p  a t th e  P a te r  N o ste r  ju s t in  

tim e  to  se e  th is , a n d  I a m  m o re  th a n  a  little su rp rise d . I c o m e  o v e r a n d  sa y . " Jim m y , th a t is  c erta in ly  v e ry  

sm a ll o f  y o u . I ’m  su rp rise d  a t y o u . Y o u 'v e  g o t to le a rn  h o w  to  c o n tro l y o u r  te m p e r. I n e v e r e x p e c te d  

a n y th in g  lik e  th a t  fro m  y o u . N o w  te ll Jo e  y o u  a re  so rry .”

L ittle Jo e is a ll b u s te d  u p  b e c a u se h e fe e ls th a t h e is k in d  o f a p a l w ith  e v e ry b o d y  a n d  w h e n  

u m p ir in g  w o u ld  n e v e r c a ll th e m  o n ly  th e  w a y  h e  sa w  th e m . J im m y  g o e s  o v e r  a n d  sa y s. " I ’m  a w fu lly  so rry , 

Jo e . I lo s t m y  h e a d ."

L ittle  Jo e  is  c ry  in g , n o t  b e c a u se  it h u rt so  m u c h  b u t  b e c a u se  it h a s  b e e n  so  lo n g  s in c e  a n y o n e  g o t  

m a d  a t h im . A n d  h e  sa y s. “T h a t’s  o k a y . J im m y . I t d id n ’t  h u rt m u c h  a n d  m a y b e  I  w a s  w ro n g . M a y b e  it  w a s  

a  little  o u ts id e .”

B u t J im m y , a s  I le a rn  la te r , is  n o t re a lly  so rry . H e  a n g ry  w ith  m e , a n d  d e c id e s  to  th ro w  h is  a c tiv ity  

w h e re  I w ill n o t  b e  in  th e  w a y . H e  d e c id e s  h e  is  g o in g  to  g e t  p ro g re ss iv e .

S o o n  a fte rw a rd , it is  e a s ily  d e d u c e d  th a t J im m y  S m ith  a n d  I a re  n o t th e  p a ls  w e  u sed  to  b e . H e  is  

v e ry q u ie t w h e n  h e  h a s  to  ta lk  to  m e  a n d  d o e sn ’t sa y  m u c h  a t a ll th a t a m o u n ts  to  a n y th in g . In  th e  o ld  d a y s  

h e  u se d  to  a sk  m e  w h a t th e  se m in a ry w a s  lik e  a n d  h o w  h a rd  w a s it to  b e  a  p rie st. B u t n o w  w e  d o n ’t  ta lk  

a b o u t a n y th in g  im p o rta n t, a n d  J im m y  ju s t a n sw e rs  y e s a n d  n o  a n d  d o e sn ’t se em  to  c a re  to  ta lk  to  m e . In  

fa c t it se em s  it  w o u ld  b e  p e rfe c tly  o .k . w ith  h im  if  re la tio n s  a re  se v e re d  e n tire ly .

T h is  b o th e rs  m e  a  b it  b u t I la y  it u p  to  h is  g o in g  th ro u g h  a  p h a se , a lth o u g h  I  a m  n o t  to o  a c q u a in te d  

w ith  p h a se s. T h e n  o n e  d a y  o n e  o f  th e S is te rs te lls  m e  th a t J im m y  is d o in g  v e ry  p o o rly in  sc h o o l. S h e  is  

a m az ed  a n d  d o e sn 't n e g le c t to  m e n tio n  th a t sh e  c a n ’t  f ig u re  J im m y  o u t.

O n e  n ig h t I d e c id e  to  g o  o v e r to  th e S m ith s a n d  se e th e  fa m ily  to  f in d  o u t w h a t’s u p . J im m y  is  

th e re a n d  e v e ry o n e is p re tty  ta lk a tiv e  e x c e p t h im . H e  ju s t a n sw e rs y e s a n d  n o  a n d  m a k es th in g s a  b it  

d iff icu lt. F in a lly , a fte r J im m y  h a s g la d ly g o n e  to  b e d , h is m o th er sa y s to  m e , “F a th e r , I d id n ’t w a n t to  

m e n tio n  it b u t J im m y is n o t a c tin g  v e ry w e ll la te ly . H e is v e ry  s tu b b o rn . H e  ta lk s b a c k  to  m e . H e isn ’t  

g o in g  to  th e  sa cra m e n ts . F ra n k ly . I 'm  w o rrie d  a b o u t h im . M y  h u sb an d  tr ie d  to  c o rre c t h im  th e  o th e r  n ig h t, 



a n d  h e sa id , ‘W e ll, y o u ’re n o t v e ry  g o o d  e ith e r, th e  w a y  y o u  c o m e h o m e d ru n k  a ll th e  tim e . ’ W e ll, m y  

h u sb an d  fe lt so  b a d  h e  w e n t o u t a n d  g o t  a w fu lly  d ru n k .”

A fte r tliis I re a lize  th a t J im m y  is p re tty u n iv e rsa lly  o n  th e  b la ck  lis t. T h e n e x t d a y  I a m  in  th e  

s c h o o ly ard  a sk in g  h a rd  q u e s tio n s o f  th e  f irs t g rad e rs  lik e  “H o w  m u c h  is s ix  a n d  n in e ?”  w h e n  I se e  J im m y  

c o m in g  o u t o f  sc h o o l b y  h im se lf . I a sk  h im  to  w a lk  o v e r  to  th e  re c to iy  w ith  m e  to  g e t so m e  m a il w h ic h  is  

fo r  th e S iste rs . I sa y , “ J im m y , h o w  a b o u t g o in g  to  th e  b a ll g a m e  w ith  m e  th is a fte rn o o n ? ” H e  sa y s, “N o , 

th a n k  y o u , F a th er . I  w o u ld  ra th e r  n o t,”  ju s t  lik e  th a t  w ith o u t so  m u c h  a s  a  re aso n .

I sa y . “W h a t’s th e  m a tte r , J im m y ? W e  u se d  to  b e  su ch  g o o d  fr ie n d s . H a v e  I d o n e  so m e th in g  to  

y o u ? ”

H e sa y s , “ N o , F a th e r , y o u  h a v e n ’t d o n e  a n y th in g , b u t I w ish  y o u  w o u ld  le a v e m e  a lo n e .” T h is I  

d o , a s  h e  h a s  m e  c o n s id e ra b ly  b a ff le d .

I f in a lly  re a lize  th a t if  a n y b o d y  w ill k n o w  w h a t is  w ro n g  w ith  J im m y  S m ith  h is g a n g  w ill. I a sk  

th e m , a n d  B ill M a llo n , a  k in d  o f  lieu te n a n t in  tire  m o b , sa y s , “ W e  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t’s e a tin g  h im . H e ’s  n o t  

th e  sa m e  g u y  a n y m o re . H e sa y s w e ’re  to o  s lo w  fo r h im , w e  n e v e r  d o  a n y th in g . I d o n ’t k n o w . I th in k  w e  

h a v e  fu n .”

I f in d  o u t th a t J im m y  h a s  a  n e w  g a n g  o f  fe llo w s  h e  is  ru n n in g  a ro u n d  w ith . T h e y  a re  a  p re tty  w ild  

lo t. O n e  o f  th e m  h a s  ru n  w a y  fro m  h o m e  a t  v a rio u s  a n d  su n d ry  tim e s. H e  w a n ts  to  se e  th e  w o rld , b u t so  fa r  

h e  h a s  o n ly  see n  a b o u t f if ty  m iles  o f  it  b e c a u se  th e  c o p s  a lw a y s  p ic k  h im  u p  ju s t  w h e n  h e  is  g e ttin g  s ta rte d . 

A n o th er  fe llo w  h a s  s to le n  a  c a r  b e ca u se  th e  la w  is  th a t y o u  m u st  b e  s ix te en  to  d riv e  a n d  h e  h a s  n o t re ac h ed  

th a t a g e  a n d  th in k s  th a t th e  la w  w o u ld  e x c e p t h im  if  th e y  o n ly  k n e w  w h a t  a  p h e n o m e n o n  h e  is . T h e y  a re  a ll 

th e  ty p e  th a t  th in k  th a t a b o u t  fo rty  is  lo n g  e n o u g h  fo r  a n y b o d y  to  liv e  a n d  th a t  if  y o u  a tta in  th a t  a g e  y o u  a re  

a n  o ld  g o a t a n d  o u g h t to  b e  te th e re d  o u t to  d ie . I m a k e  it a  p o in t to  se e  J im m y  a fte r I h a v e  fo u n d  th is  o u t, 

a n d  I c o m e  r ig h t o u t a n d  te ll h im , “ J im m y , y o u r  h e a d  is  g e ttin g  to o  b ig  fo r  y o u r  h a t. I d o n ’t  lik e  th e  g a n g  

y o u  a re  ru n n in g  a ro u n d  w ith . T h e y  a re n ’t  g o o d  k id s  a n d  th e y  w o n ’t  d o  y o u  a n y  g o o d . T h e  tro u b le  w ith  y o u  

is  th a t  y o u  th in k  y o u  a re  a  b ig  sh o t. Y o u ’re  s till  y o u n g . Y o u ’ll m e ss  u p  y o u r  life  if  y o u  g o  o n  lik e  th is .”

W e ll, J im m y  is re sp ec tfu l b u t q u ie t, a s h e  h a s  b e e n  fo r so m e tim e  n o w . H e  p ro b a b ly  is fe e lin g  

so n y fo r  m e  b e c a u se  I a m  m isg u id e d  lik e  m o st o f  th e  o th e r  p e o p le . I h a v e  a  ta lk  w ith  F a th e r  T im  M a llo y  

a n d  h e  sa y s, “ A  lo t  o f  tim es  y o u  c a n ’t  g o  a n y  fa r th e r . Y o u  c a n  ta lk  to  so m e o n e  n ic e ly , y o u  c a n  b e  h a rd  w ith  

th e m , y o u  c a n  d o  a lm o s t  a n y th in g , b u t  th e y  w o n ’t  c h a n g e . T h e y  h a v e  to  le a rn  th e  h a rd  w a y .”

N e x t d a y  a t  M a ss . I  p ray  v e iy  h a rd  fo r  J im m y . I sa y . “L o rd , J im m y  isn ’t  a  b a d  b o y  a t a ll. H e ’s  ju s t 

a  little  p ro u d , m a y b e  lik e  P e te r. D o n ’t  b e  to o  h a rd  o n  h im .”

F in a lly  it  h a p p e n s  ju s t  a s  I  k n e w  it  w o u ld . Ju d g e  C o n n e ll g iv e s  m e  a  c a ll  o n e  d a y . Ju d g e  C o n n e ll is  

a  g re a t m a n . H e is th e  ju d g e  in  ju v e n ile c o u rt a n d  h a s d o n e a  g re a t d e a l o f  g o o d  b e c a u se h e h a s h ig h  

p rin c ip le s a n d  b e lie v e s th a t re lig io n  is th e b e s t th in g  th e re is to m a k e p e o p le s ta y o n  th e s tra ig h t a n d  

n a rro w . H e  sa y s  th a t “p u n ish m e n t is  ju s t th e  la s t re so rt. A  lo t o f  tim e s it  ju s t m a k es  p e o p le  re sen t so c ie ty  

m o re .”  V e iy  o ften  h e  a sk s  a  c h ild  w h o  is  in  a  ja m  if  h e  b e lo n g s  to  a n y  c h u rc h , a n d  th e n  h e  tu rn s  th e  c h ild  

o v e r  to  th e  m in is te r  o f  re lig io n , a n d  o fte n  a s  n o t  h e  is  v e iy  su c c e ss fu l. S o m e tim e s  h e  c a lls  in  th e  p a re n ts  a n d  

re a lly  la y s  it o n  th e  lin e  to  th e m . H e  sa y s , “ I t’s  a ll  y o u r  fa u lt  th a t  y o u  h a v e  a  c h ild  lik e  th is . W h a t h a v e  y o u  

e v e r  d o n e  fo r  y o u r  c h ild ren ?  Y o u  n e v e r  g a v e  th e m  a n y  re lig io u s  tra in in g . Y o u  n e v e r  to ld  th e m  a b o u t  G o d . 

W h at d o  y o u  e x p e c t?  I o n ly  w ish  th e  la w  g a v e  m e  th e  p o w e r  to  se n d  y o u  u p  th e  r iv e r .” W h e n  p a re n ts a re  

c a lled  b e fo re  Ju d g e  C o n n e ll th e y  fe e l p re tty  sc are d  b e c a u se  th e y  k n o w  h e  d o e sn 't  p u ll a n y  p u n ch e s .

T h e  ju d g e  sa y s  to  m e . “T h is  y o u n g  fe llo w  w a s  c a u g h t la s t n ig h t  b re a k in g  in to  a  h o u se , w ith  so m e  

o th e r  k id s . H e  see m s  lik e  a  n ic e  e n o u g h  b o y  a n d  I  d o n ’t  w a n t to  m in  h im  b y  d o in g  a n y th in g  th a t  w ill c ru sh  

h im . H is  m o th e r  te lls  m e  th a t h e  a n d  y o u rse lf  a re  p re tty  g o o d  fr ie n d s . I  a m  g o in g  to  tu rn  h im  o v e r  to  y o u  fo r  

p ro b a tio n .”  A n d  th e  y o u n g  fe llo w  h e  is  ta lk in g  a b o u t  is  J im m y .

T h e n  th e  ju d g e  sa y s to  J im m y . “Y o u  a re  a  f in e -lo o k in g  b o y . Y o u  h a v e  a  f in e  h o m e . Y o u  h a v e  a  

w o n d erfu l  re lig io n . C h rist  w a s  th e  g re a tes t P e rso n  th a t  e v e r  liv e d . H e  w a s  s tro n g  a n d  c o u ra g eo u s  a n d  b ra v e . 

If  y o u  w a n t to  b e  lik e  H im , b e  g o o d . I t’s a  lo t m a n lie r th a n  b e in g  b a d . If  y o u  e v e r c o m e in to  th is c o u rt 

a g a in , I w ill h a v e  to  p u n ish  y o u  sev e re ly .”

N e x t th e  ju d g e  c a lls  in  M r. S m ith  a n d  sa y s, “ I h e a r  th a t  y o u  d rin k . I ’m  a  C a th o lic  ju s t a s  y o u  a re . 

O n e  o f  th e  g re a te s t jo b s  in  th e  w o rld  is  ra is in g  c h ild ren  th e  w a y  th e y  sh o u ld  b e  ra ise d . G o d  h a s  g iv e n  y o u  

th e  c a re  o f  a n  im m o rta l so u l, th e  m o st  p rec io u s  th in g  in  th e  w o rld , a  so u l th a t w ill n e v e r  d ie . I  b e lie v e  th a t  it 

is  m o re  y o u r  fa u lt  th a n  y o u r  b o y ’s  th a t  h e  d id  tliis  th in g . T h in k  it  o v e r .”

W h e n  I  se e  J im m y  I sa y , “ W e ll, h o w  a re  y o u , J im m y ? ”



“ I ’m  o k a y , F a th e r . I ’m  a w fu lly  so rry  fo r  w h a t I d id . I d id n ’t re a lize  h o w  se rio u s  it w a s . I w a sn ’ t 

g o in g  to  ta k e a n y th in g  in  th e  h o u se , h o n e s t I w a sn ’t . I ju s t w a n te d  to  d o  so m e th in g  th r illin g , I g u e ss . I 

p ro m ise  I ’ll n e v e r  d o  a n y th in g  lik e  th a t  a g a in . A n d  I ’ll n e v e r  g o  a ro u n d  w ith  th a t g a n g  a n y  m o re .”

I  b e lie v e  h im , b e c a u se  I  k n o w  th a t  w h e n  h e  se ts  h is  h e a rt  to  so m eth in g  h e  n e v e r  c h a n g e s. I  k n o w  I  

w ill n e v e r  h a v e  to  b e  to o  to u g h  o n  h im , a n d  w h e n  h e  re p o rts  to  m e  e v e ry  m o n th , a s h e  h a s  to  b e c a u se  th e  

ju d g e  sa y s  so , w e  ju s t  ta lk  a b o u t  th e  Y a n k ee s  o r  so m e th in g  lik e  th a t.

B u t it is s till h a rd  to  ta lk  to  J im m y . H e  is  k in d  o f  lo s t a n d  lo n e ly . H e  d o e s  n o t g o  b a c k  to  h is  o ld  

g a n g  o f  fe llo w s . H e  p re fe rs  to  b e  a lo n e . T h e  fe llo w s  c a n ’t  f ig u re  o u t  w h a t is  e a tin g  a t  h im . H e  h a s  f lig h ts  o f  

te m p er  a t h o m e  ju s t  a s  h e  u sed  to , a lth o u g h  h e  a lw ay s  sa y s  a fte rw a rd s  h e  is  so rry  a n d  p ro m ises  h e  w o n ’t  d o  

it a g a in . H e  isn ’t lik e  th e  o ld  J im m y . H e  isn ’t c h ee rfu l th e  w a y  h e  u sed  to  b e . I sa y  to  h im . “ J im m y , y o u  

o u g h t  to  g e t  a ro u n d  w ith  y o u r  o ld  p a ls ,”  b u t  h e  ju s t  so rt  o f  b ro o d s  a ro u n d  a lo n e , d e p re ssed  a n d  sa d .

H e  d o e sn ’t  g o  to  c o n fe ss io n  a n d  C o m m u n io n  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  u sed  to  e ith e r . H e  sa y s  h e  ju s t  d o e sn ’t  

g e t m u c h  o u t o f  p ra y in g  a n y  m o re . A n d  w h e n  I sa y  h e  o u g h t to  k e e p  try in g  a n y w a y , h e sa y s y e s . b u t h e  

n e v e r  d o e s  a n y th in g  a b o u t  it .

I a m  w o rrie d  a b o u t h im . H is m o th e r a n d  d a d  a re  w o rried  a b o u t h im . S o  is h is s is te r Ja n e t. B u t I 

g u e ss  m o re  th a n  a n y b o d y , h is  d a d  is  w o rried .

I k n o w  M r. S m ith  is w o rrie d , b e ca u se  h e  c o m es in  to  se e m e  o n e  d a y  a n d  b u s ts d o w n  a n d  c ries  

lik e  a  b a b y . A n d  if  th e re  is  a n y th in g  th a t m a k es  y o u  h e lp le ss  a n d  sa d  it is  a  m a n  c ry in g . H e  sa y s. “F a th e r , I  

w a n t  to  s to p  d rin k in g . I k n o w  it is  m y  fa u lt a s m u c h  a s  J im m y ’s  th a t h e  g o t in to  th a t  ja m  a n d  th a t h e  is  so  

u n h a p p y  n o w . I w a sn ’t  m u c h  o f  a n  e x a m p le  to  h im .”  T h is  is  a ll  v e ry  tru e , b u t I d o  n o t m e n tio n  th e  sa m e  to  

M r. S m ith  b e c a u se  h e  h a s  e n o u g h  tro u b le s  a lre ad y .

W e ll. I f ig u re  th is  is  th e  m o st p ro m is in g  tilin g  th a t h a s  e v e r  b e e n  sa id , b e c a u se  M r. S m ith  sa y s  th a t 

h e  w a n ts  to  s to p  d rin k in g .  B e fo re , h e  a lw a y s  sa id  h e  w o u ld n ’t  d rin k  to o  m u c h . I  a sk  h im  w h y  h e  d o e sn ’t  se e  

T o m  W a rd e n  o f  o u r  p a rish , w h o  h a d  a  te rr ific  re p u ta tio n  fo rb e a tin g  u p  h is  w ife  a n d  k id s , fo r  w a k in g  u p  th e  

n e ig h b o rs , a n d  g e n e ra l  d iso rd e r , a n d  w h o  jo in e d  th e  A . A . a n d  b e c a m e  a  m o d el o f  c itize n ry .

I k n o w  tiia t F a th e r T im  M a llo y  w ill b e  g la d  th a t I to ld  h im  th is , b e c au se  F a th er  T im  h a s sa id  th a t 

th e  A . A .’s  a re  th e  b e s t tilin g  h e  h a s  e v e r  see n  fo r  m e n  w h o  d rin k . F a th e r  T im  sa y s , “ I t’s  a  g re a t  m o v e m e n t, 

B o b . T h e y  w o rk  o n  th e  a ssu m p tio n  th a t a  m a n  c an 't s to p  d rin k in g  b y  h im se lf . H e  n e e d s  th e  h e lp  o f  G o d . H e  

h a s to  re a lize  th a t th e re  is so m eth in g  g re a te r th a n  h im se lf . W h e n  h e  g e ts u p  e v e iy  m o rn in g , h e  p ra y s . H e  

say s . ‘G o d . I c a n ’t  g e t  th ro u g h  th e  d a y  w ith o u t  y o u r  h e lp . Ju st g e t  m e  th ro u g h  th is  o n e  d a y .  ’”

I sa y  th a t th is  is  o n e  o f  th e  m o st w o n d e rfu l tilin g s  I h a v e  e v e r  h e a rd , a n d  I f ig u re  th a t it w o u ld n ’t  

b e  a  h a lf  b a d  id e a  fo r  a  lo t o f  p e o p le  to  a tta ck  life  in  th is  w a y . I  th in k  th e re  w o u ld  b e  a  lo t le s s  n e u ro tic s  if  

th e y  w o u ld  ju s t te ll G o d  th a t th e ir  p ro b le m s  w e re  to o  b ig  u n less  H e  h e lp e d  th e m . In  fa c t I u se  th is  id e a  in  

th e  c o n fe ssio n a l fro m  th e  m o m e n t  th a t I h e a r  it . I  te ll  th e  p e n ite n ts  a b o u t  it .

A n o th e r th in g  th a t F a th er  T im  te lls  m e  is  th a t in  o rd e r to  k e e p  fro m  d rin k in g  th e  m e n  m u st h e lp  

o th e r  fe llo w s w h o  a re  in  th e  sa m e  f ix . T h e y  m u st  g o  o u t  a n y  tim e  o f  th e  d a y  o r  n ig h t  to  ta lk  to  a  fe llo w  w h o  

is  c a u g h t b y  th e  h a b it o f  d rin k .

B u t m o st o f  a ll F a th er  T im  te lls  m e  th a t  in  th e  A . A .  ’s  (w h ic h  s ta n d s  fo r  A lc o h o lic s  A n o n y m o u s) a  

m a n  m u st b e  o n  th e  le v e l w ith  h is G o d . T o  T o m  S m ith , in a sm u c h  a s h e  is a  C a th o lic , th is  m e a n s  th a t h e  

m u st g o  to c o n fe ssio n , w h ic h  h e h a s n o t d o n e in  a b o u t te n  y e ars . T o m  S m ith  d o e s n o t lik e to g o to  

c o n fe ssio n ; a n d  h e  d o e s n o t re a lize  th a t in  th is  m a tte r  th e re  a re  a b o u t fo u r  o r  f iv e  h u n d re d  m illio n  p e o p le  

w h o  a g ree  w ith  h im  —  w h ic h  is  a b o u t  h o w  m a n y  C a th o lic s  th e re  a re  a lto g e th er , a p p ro x im ate ly .

T h e re a so n  th a t p e o p le  d o  n o t lik e  to  g o  to  c o n fe ss io n  is th a t it is n o  fu n  te llin g  y o u r  fa u lts to  

a n o th er  p e rso n ,  b e c au se  th is  c a lls  fo r  c o n sid e ra b le  h u m ility , a n d  n o b o d y  e x c e p t th e  g re a t  sa in ts  is  e sp e c ia lly  

d e s iro u s o f b e in g  h u m b le . B u t w h e n  y o u  c o m e o u t o f  th e c o n fessio n a l it is c e rta in ly w o rth  th e sm a ll 

in c o n v e n ie n c e , o r e v e n  g re a t in c o n v e n ie n c e , in a sm u c h  a s th e su n  is sh in in g  a  lo t b rig h te r a n d  th e  w h o le  

w o rld  a p p e a rs  a  lo t  b e tte r .

In  fa c t, w ith  m e  a n d  w ith  F a th e r T im  M a llo y  a n d  w ith  a b o u t e v e ry  o th e r C a th o lic , c o n fe ss io n  is  

o n e  o f  th e  b e s t  th in g s  th a t C h ris t g a v e  u s , e v e n  if  w e  a re  n o t  p a rtia l to  it . b e ca u se  m o st o f  u s  g e t  ja m m e d  u p  

a t o n e  tim e  o r  a n o th er  w ith  so m e s in  th a t C h ris t sa id  w o u ld  p u t u s in  h e ll o r  a t le a st in  p u rg a to ry , a n d  w e  

a re m o ro se  a n d  d o w n h ea rte d  a n d  a b o u t te n  o th e r th in g s , a n d  it is in d e ed  v e ry  w o n d erfu l to s to p  in  th e  

c h u rc h  a n d  te ll th e s in  to th e p rie st, w h o fo rg iv e s it in  G o d ’s n a m e , a n d  th e n  y o u  a re r id  o f a ll th e  

m o ro se n ess  a n d  su c h  s tu ff . C o n s id erin g  th e  b ig  re su lts , it is  re a lly  v e ry  e a sy .

I a m  th e  f irs t to  a g ree  th a t it w o u ld  b e  v e ry  n ic e  to  ju s t te ll y o u r  s in s  to  G o d , a s so m e  p e o p le  sa y  

y o u  o u g h t to  d o . b e c a u se G o d  is in v is ib le  a n d  m o st o f  u s a re su c h  sp ir itu a l d o p e s th a t w e  a re n o t re a lly  

a w are  o f  H im  a n d  d o  n o t a p p re c ia te  H is  w o n d erfu l a n d  a w fu l h o lin e ss . If  w e  d id , w e  w o u ld  b e  th e  la s t to  



w a n t  to  c o n fe ss  a  s in  d ire c t to  H im , b e c a u se  w e  w o u ld  w ith er  a w a y  w ith  sh a m e  a n d  h o rro r  a t  th e  th o u g h t o f  

h o w  w e  h a d  b e e n  fa lse  to  H im . I w o u ld  n o t w ish  to  s ta n d  in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  in f in ite  p e rfec tio n  w ith  a  fo u l 

little  s in  o n  m y  so u l.

A n y h o w , th e  fa c t is th a t C a th o lic s  b e lie v e th a t C h rist sa id  to  c o n fe ss to  a  p rie st, a n d  th a t is  th a t, 

a n d  n o  a rg u m e n t. C h rist sa id  to  H is  A p o s tle s , “ R e c e iv e  th e  H o ly  G h o s t; w h o se  s in s  y o u  sh a ll fo rg iv e  th e y  

a re  fo rg iv en , a n d  w h o se s in s y o u  sh a ll re ta in  th e y  a re re ta in e d .” T h a t le f t it u p  to  th e A p o stle s  to  d e c id e  

w h o  is to  b e  fo rg iv e n  a n d  w h o  is n o t to  b e  fo rg iv e n , if  a n y . N o w  it w o u ld  in d e e d  b e  v e ry s illy  fo r th e  

A p o s tles  to  fo rg iv e  th e s in s o f  o n e  p e rso n  b e c au se  th e y  h a v e n ic e  b lo n d  h a ir , a n d  n o t fo rg iv e  so m e b o d y  

e lse ’s  b e c a u se  th e y  h a v e n ’ t .

T h e o n ly  w a y  th e A p o s tles c o u ld  d e c id e  w h o  w a s to  b e fo rg iv e n  w a s to h e a r th e s in s a n d  se e  

w h e th e r  th e  p e rso n  w a s so rry ' fo r  th e m . T h e  A p o s tles  w e re  v e ry ' lo g ica l in  th is  m a tte r . I h a v e  o fte n  th o u g h t 

a b o u t th is th in g , a n d  I h a v e n e v e r b e e n  a b le  to  f ig u re  o u t h o w  th e A p o s tle s c o u ld  d e c id e  w h ic h  o n e s to  

fo rg iv e  w ith o u t  k n o w in g  w h a t s in s  w e re  to  b e  fo rg iv e n . T h e re fo re  c o n fe ss io n  is  o .k . w ith  m e .

Y o u  m ig h t sa y th a t C h rist w a n ted  c o n fe ss io n  to  b e  a  h a rd  th in g  to  d o . a t le a st h a rd  e n o u g h  to  

p ro v e  th a t th e p e rso n  w a s re a lly  so rry ', a n d  a lso  to  sh o w  u s th a t s in  is a  h o rr ib le  th in g . A n d  a c tu a lly H e  

re a lly  m a d e  it v e ry  e a sy  fo r  u s , b e c a u se  th e  w a y  I lo o k  a t it . I w o u ld  c erta in ly  ra th e r  te ll m y s in s  to  a  p rie s t, 

w h o  a fte r  a ll h a s  c o m m itted  so m e  to o . th a n  to  try  to  fa ce  th e  s in less  C h rist  H im se lf  a n d  c o n fe ss  to  H im .

A n y w a y , C a th o lic s h a v e  b e e n  g o in g  to  c o n fe ss io n  s in c e th e tim e o f  C h ris t, w h ic h  is c o n v in c in g  

e n o u g h  fo r  m e , a n d  a  sm a ll p rice  to  p a y  fo r  g e ttin g  r id  o f  so m e  o f  th e  w h o p p ers  th a t C h ris tian s , a lo n g  w ith  

o th e r  p e o p le , c a n  th in k  u p  to  d o  a g a in s t G o d .

W e ll, a s  I  w a s  sa y in g  b e fo re  I s ta r te d  th e  se rm o n . T o m  S m ith  c o m es  a lo n g  to  F a th er  T im  M a llo y  

a n d  te lls  h im  th a t h e  is sw e a tin g  p le n ty ' a b o u t g o in g  to  c o n fe ss io n  a fte r a b o u t te n  y e ars , a n d  h e  is  lo s in g  a  

lo t o f  s le e p  o v e r  it , a n d  a lso  h e  is  w o n d e rin g  h o w  th e  p rie st is  g o in g  to  re a c t  to  a ll th e  w h o p p ers  w h ic h  h e  

th o u g h t  u p  a n d  d id  w h e n  h e  w a s  o n  h is  b ig  b e n d e rs .

F a th e r  T im  sm ile s  h is  b ig  sm ile  a n d  a ssu res  T o m  th a t w h ic h e v e r  p ries t  h e a rs  h is  c o n fe ss io n  w ill b e  

o n ly  to o  g la d  to  g e t su c h  a  b ig  p e n ite n t, a n d  w ill b e  th a n k in g  G o d . th e  w a y  it sa y s in  th e  G o sp e l —  th a t 

th e re  is  m o re  jo y  in  h e av e n  o v e r  o n e  s in n e r  th a t rep e n te th  th a n  o v e r  n in e ty  -n in e  ju s t, e tc . F in a lly , a fte r  a  lo t  

o f  th is k in d  o f  e n c o u ra g e m e n t, T o m  c a s ts th e  d ie  lik e C a esar  w h e n  h e  c ro sse s th e  R u b ic o n , a n d  h e  g o e s  

d o w n  to  S t. C le m e n t’s , w h e re  th e y d o n ’t k n o w  h im , a n d  te lls  h is  s in s  a n d  h a s  th e m  fo rg iv e n .

O f c o u rse . I n e v e r h e a r a n y th in g  a b o u t T o m ’s c o n fe ss io n  fro m  th e p ries ts a t S t. C lem e n t ’s , 

a lth o u g h  I a m  v e ry ' fr ie n d ly w ith  th e m , b e c a u se  th e  C h u rc h  w ill th ro w  th e  b o o k  a t a n y  p ries t w h o  w o u ld  

e v e r  m e n tio n  th e  le as t  tir in g  a b o u t w h a t h e  h e a rd  in  th e  c o n fe ss io n a l. T h e y w ill e x c o m m u n ic a te  y o u  a n d  so  

o n , in c lu d in g  th a t y o u  h a v e  to  g o  to  th e  P o p e  h im se lf  to  g e t fo rg iv en e ss  a n d  b e  a llo w e d  to  a c t a s a  p rie st 

a g a in . I a m  n o t sp e c ia lly  v e rse d  in  th e  p e n a lties  fo r  b re ak in g  th e  se a l o f  th e  c o n fessio n a l, b e c a u se  it is  a b o u t 

th e  m o st te rr ib le  s in  a  p ries t  c o u ld  c o m m it, a n d  th e re fo re  I a m  n o t m u c h  in te res ted , h a v in g  n o  in te n tio n  o f  

d o in g  a n y th in g  so  c raz y .

W e ll, a n y  w a y , T o m  S m ith  g o e s  to  c o n fe ss io n ; a n d  th is , a lo n g  w ith  th e  w o n d e rfu l C h ris tia n  w o rk  

o f  th e  A lc o h o lic s  A n o n y m o u s, see m s  to  d o  th e  tr ic k  fo r  h im .

T h e  n e x t tw o  S u n d ay  s . T o m  is  a t th e  C o m m u n io n  ra il to  re c e iv e  O u r  L o rd  a n d  to  a sk  H im  to  h e lp  

h im . S o  I  ju s t k e e p  o n  p ra y in g  th a t e v ery th in g  w ill b e  o .k .

L ate r , I h e a r  th a t M r. S m ith  a n d  p ro b le m -so n  J im m y  a re  b e in g  se e n  g o in g  f ish in g  v e ry  m u c h . T h e y  

a lso g o to se v e ra l b a seb a ll g a m es to g e th e r, b e c a u se n o w  M r. S m ith is a lo t a h ea d  o f th e o ld d a y s  

f in an c ia lly  , s in c e h e is n o lo n g e r try in g , a ll b y  h im se lf , to su p p o rt a ll th e d is tille r ies th is s id e o f th e  

M iss iss ip p i.

T h is m a k es  m e  so  h a p p y th a t I s it a n d  th in k  w h a t a  g re a t p riv ile g e  a n d  te rr ib le  re sp o n s ib ility  it is  

to h e a r c o n fe ss io n s . S o m e p e o p le a re fu n n y a b o u t th is . T h e y th in k it w o u ld  b e a lo t o f fu n  to h e a r  

c o n fe ssio n s . In  th is  m a tte r  th e y  a re  w a y  o u t in  le f t f ie ld  o n  th e  w ro n g  s id e  o f  th e  fo u l lin e . I t is  v e ry  n e rv e-  

ra ck in g  in d e e d . I  w ill  te ll  w h y .

T h e  re a so n  is  th a t it  is  n o  fu n  w h a te v er  to  b e  p re a c h in g  to  th e  p e o p le  to  lo v e  O u r  L o rd , W h o  lo v es  

u s  w ith  th e  lo v e  o f  o n e  W h o  h a s  g iv e n  H is  life  fo r  u s , a n d  th e n  to  s it in  th e  c o n fe ss io n a l a n d  h e a r  ta le  a fte r  

ta le  o f  th e  tra ito ro u s  th in g s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  to  H im .

Ju s t h e a rin g  th e  s in s , w ith o u t  b e in g  a b le  to  g iv e  fo rg iv en e ss  in  th e  n a m e  o f  C h ris t, w o u ld  b e  a b o u t 

th e  h a rd e st th in g  o n  e a rth . T h e  o n ly  th in g  th a t m a k e s it w o rth  w h ile  is re a liz in g  th e  trem e n d o u s  re lie f  y o u  

c a n  g iv e  th e  p e o p le  w h o  a re so rry  fo r  th e ir m isd e ed s . C h rist is so  g o o d  th a t th e re  is n o th in g  H e  w ill n o t 

fo rg iv e  if  a  p e rso n  is so rry  fo r it . A n d  H e  h a s c h o se n  m e , a n  o rd in a ry ' p lu g  o f  a  fe llo w , to  d o  th is g re a t  

w o rk !



W e ll, w h a t w ith  c o n fe ss io n  a n d  A lc o h o lic s  A n o n y m o u s  a n d  e v e ry th in g , th in g s  a re  g o in g  v e ry  w e ll  

fo r  th e  S m ith s  a t  th is  ju n c tu re , b u t  th e y  a re  g o in g  to  b e  p u t to  th e  te s t  v e ry  so o n .

X V

W H E N E V E R  IT  R A IN S  I o ften  h a n g  a ro u n d  m y  ro o m  a n d  b o n e  u p  o n  S t. T h o m a s , a n d  if  h e  g e ts  

to o  to u g h  I tu rn  to  W e stb ro o k  P e g le r  b e c a u se  I a lw ay s  k n o w  w h a t h e  is  ta lk in g  a b o u t. F o rm erly  I w o u ld  

w rite  se rm o n s  o n  ra in y  d a y s , b u t I g a v e  th a t u p  b e c a u se  th e y  w e re  d e p re ssin g  e n o u g h  e v e n  w h e n  th e y  w e re  

w ritte n  in  th e  su n sh in e .

N o w  I sa v e m o st o f  th e  su n sh in y  d a y s  fo r see in g  p e o p le  w h o  a re n ’t d o in g  w h a t th e y  sh o u ld  fo r  

G o d . T h is  is  b e ca u se  o n  ra in y  d a y s  m o st  p e o p le  a re  ju s t  d o w n rig h t  c o n tra ry .

B u t I  d o n ’t  v is it p e o p le  o n  a ll su n sh in y  d a y s . S o m e tim e s, w h e n  I  th in k  th e  L o rd  w ill u n d e rsta n d , I  

p la y  g o lf . A fte r  a ll, C h ris t  w a s  a  g re a t w a lk e r  a n d  lik e d  th e  su n sh in e  a n d  d id  a  lo t  o f  g re a t  th in k in g  in  it .

F a th e r T im  M a llo y , w h o  h a s n e v e r  p la y ed  g o lf  in  h is  life , sa y s  th a t g o lf  is  a  p u sh o v e r , b u t in  th is  

m a tte r h e  is  w a y  o u t in  le f t f ie ld . T h e o re tic a lly , h e  is  r ig h t w h e n  h e  sa y s , “B a seb a ll is  a  h a rd  g a m e  b e c a u se  

a  p itc h er  is  th ro w in g  a  b a ll a t  y o u  w ith  a  c u rv e  o r  a  d ro p , a n d  th e re fo re  to  h it  a  b a se b a ll is  q u ite  a  tr ick , b u t  

g o lf  is  a  c in ch  b e c a u se  th a t little  w h ite  b a ll is  ly in g  d o w n  th e re  r ig h t  in  fro n t o f  y o u , a n d  a n y  g o o f  c o u ld  h it 

it .”  B u t  p ra c tic a lly , g o lf  is  a  v e ry  lo u g h , n o t  to  sa y  a g g rav a tin g  g a m e .

I  h it  o v e r  th e  b a ll a n d  u n d e r  a n d  to  th e  le f t a n d  to  th e  r ig h t  b u t n e v e r  in  th e  m id d le . M o re o v e r  I  a m  

fo o l e n o u g h  to  th in k  th a t e v e ry  tim e  I g o  o u t I a m  g o in g  to  d o  b e tte r . T h a t is  th e  re a so n  th a t I c a ll u p  Jac k  

T h o rn to n  o n e  d a y  a n d  a sk  h im  if  m a y b e  h e  c o u ld n ’t  g e t  o ff  w o rk  fo r  a  w h ile , a s  I  c a n  sa n d w ic h  a b o u t  n in e  

h o le s  b e tw e e n  tw o  c o n v e rts .

I h a v e se c re tly  g o n e  o u t to  a  p ra c tic e  ra n g e  a n d  s tra ig h te n e d  o u t m y  d riv e , so  I su g g e s t th a t w e  

p la y  fo r  a  d im e  a  h o le  a n d  th in k  th a t I  w ill  b e  a b le  to  b u y  a  fe w  c a n s  o f  fo o d  fo r  th e  h u n g ry  Ja p a n e se  w ith  

m y  w in n in g s .

I t lo o k s g o o d  fo r th e Jap a n ese  a t f irs t. I a m  c o n c en tra tin g  o n  g e ttin g  m o re r ig h t h a n d  in to m y  

sw in g , a s  th is  w ill c o rre c t a  v e ry  b a d  s lice  th a t  I h a v e . I t g o e s  p re tty  w e ll fo r  a b o u t  s ix  h o le s , a n d  I  b e g in  to  

th in k  th a t  th e  d a rk  d a y s  a re  g o n e  fo r  m e  a n d  th a t  life  w ill  ju s t  b e  o n e  g ran d  fa irw a y . O n  th e  se v e n th  h o le , I 

m u st h a v e  fo rg o tte n  th e  se c re t b e ca u se  I  h it  a n  a w fu l s lic e . Ja c k  a n d  I g o  o v e r  to  h a v e  a  little  lo o k , a n d  it is  

a t su c h  tim es  th a t  g o lfe rs  g e t  c o n fid e n tia l.

Jac k  sa y s , “ F a th e r , I ’v e  b e e n  d o in g  a  lo t o f  th in k in g  la te ly . I su p p o se  y o u  k n o w  I lik e  Ja n e t S m ith  

a n  a w fu l lo t. W e ll, I  w a n t  to  g e t to  h e av e n  a n  a w fu l  lo t, to o . I ’v e  b e e n  w o n d e rin g  if  I  sh o u ld n ’t  b e  a  p ries t. I 

w a n t  to  b e  p e rfe c t.”

I sa y , “N o , Ja ck , I d o n ’t th in k  so . I su p p o se  e v e ry  fe llo w  th a t d o e s  a s  m u c h  fo r  G o d  a n d  w o rk s  a s  

h a rd  fo r  h is  C h u rc h  a s  y o u  d o  is  b o th e re d  b y  th a t  th o u g h t. B u t I a m  su re  th a t G o d  w a n ts  y o u  to  m a rry ' Ja n e t. 

Y o u  c a n  b e  p e rfec t  a s  a  m a rrie d  m a n  if  y o u  ju s t se rv e  G o d  th e  w a y  y o u  a re  d o in g  n o w ; if  y o u  g o  o n  try in g  

to  m a k e  th e  w o rld  ju s t  a  little  b e tte r .”

Jac k  sa y s , “ F a th e r , I ’m  re lie v e d  to  h e a r  y o u  sa y  th a t. I t h a d  m e  w o rrie d  fo r  a  w h ile . I th in k  I ’ ll a sk  

Ja n e t  to  m a rry  m e  to n ig h t.”

Jac k  is  so  h a p p y  a n d  re lie v e d  th a t h e  te lls  m e  to  ta k e  o n e  o f  h is  n e w  b a lls  a n d  h it it b e ca u se  h e  h as  

a c c u m u la te d  so  m a n y . I d o n ’t d o  so . a n d  I a m  v e ry ' g la d  I d o n ’ t , b e c a u se  th e  n e x t s lice  is  w o rse  th a n  e v e r  

a n d  it  g o e s  in  a  b ig  la k e .

O n  th e  w a y  h o m e  Ja c k  sa y s  th a t h e  n e v e r  fe lt b e tte r .

E v ery b o d y  is h a p p y  in d e e d  th a t Jac k  a n d  Ja n e t a re  g o in g  to  g e t m a rrie d . M r. S m ith  is  th in k in g  o f  

th e  w e d d in g  a  lo t b e c a u se  h e  d o e s  n o t h a v e  to  th in k  so  m u c h  o f  g e ttin g  a  d rin k , th e  w a y  h e  u se d  to . F a th e r  

T im  M a llo y  is try in g  to  g e t th e P o p e in  o n  th e  m a rria g e , b e c a u se h e h a s se n t to  R o m e  fo r th e P o p e ’s  

b le ss in g , te llin g  h o w  Ja c k  a n d  Ja n e t a re  d o in g  ju s t  f in e  fo r  th e  C h u rc h  o n  th e  A m e ric an  c o n tin e n t. B ill a n d  

Je a n n ie  a re  g o in g  to  b e  th e  b e s t m a n  a n d  m a id  o f  h o n o r  a n d  a re  w o n d e rin g  w h y  th e y  h a v e n ’t  d e c id ed  o n  a  

d a te  fo r  th e ir  w e d d in g  to o . w h ic h  I w o n d e r  a lso , b u t I d o n ’t  sa y  a n y th in g  b e c a u se  h u m a n  lo v e  is  a  th in g  fo r  

m e  to  le t  ta k e  c a re  o f  itse lf . J im m y  is  h is  sa m e  o ld  se lf  a n d  sa y s  th e  m a rria g e  is  a ll r ig h t  b y  h im . E v e ry th in g  

is  ju s t  a b o u t  p e rfe c t.



X V I

T H E  M O R E  I lo o k  a t F a th e r  T im  M a llo y , th e  m o re  se n sa tio n a l h e  g e ts . L ik e  th e  d a y  N o tre  D a m e  

p la y e d  th e  A rm y . F a th er  T im  p ra y s  to  S t. Jo se p h  th a t  N o tre  D a m e  w ill w in , b e c au se  h e  f ig u res  th a t  if  N o tre  

D a m e  b e a ts  th e  w h o le  U n ite d  S ta te s  G o v e rn m en t, p e o p le  w ill b e  v e iy  im p re sse d  w ith  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h .  

H e  p u ts  th e  s ta b le  o f  S t. Jo se p h  r ig h t o n  th e  ra d io , b e ca u se  h e  w a n ts  h im  to  b e  r ig h t  in  th e  g a m e  a n d  n o t  o ff  

in  so m e  c o m e r, w h e re  h e  c o u ld n 't  d o  a n y  g o o d . W e ll, S t. Jo se p h  isn ’t  d o in g  a n y  g o o d  a t a ll. b e c a u se  A rm y  

is  p u sh in g  N o tre  D a m e  a ll o v e r  th e  f ie ld . F a th e r T im  is p le a d in g  w ith  S t. Jo se p h  a n d  w rin g in g  h is h a n d s  

a n d  g e ttin g  m a d d er a n d  m a d d e r. F in a lly  h e d e c id e s th a t if  th a t is a ll S t. Jo se p h  c a re s a b o u t th e C a th o lic  

C h u rc h , h e isn 't g o in g  to  s ta y  o n  th e  n ic e  w a rm  ra d io  a n y  lo n g e r . S o  h e  p u ts h im  o u ts id e o n  th e  p o rc h  

w h e re  th e  te m p e ra tu re  re a d s  a b o u t te n  a b o v e  z e ro . W e ll, it is  a  lu c k y  th in g  th a t N o tre  D a m e  w in s, b e c a u se  

if  th e y  d id n 't S t. Jo sep h  m ig h t  s till  b e  o u t  in  th e  c o ld .

T h e  re a so n  th a t I m e n tio n  tin s  is  b e c a u se  F a th e r T im  M a llo y  th o u g h t  th a t if  y o u  w e re  a  C a th o lic , 

n o  m a tte r  w h a t  y o u  w e re  d o in g  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h  w a s  d o in g  it  to o , a n d  n o t o n ly  y o u . a n d  y o u  o u g h t  to  b e  

a  c re d it to  it . I t is  lik e  tin s  o n e  n ig h t a t te n  o ’c lo ck  w h e n  F a th e r  T im  a n d  I  a re  lis te n in g  to  a  n ig h t  b a ll g a m e  

th a t Ja c k S c h w a rtz is p itch in g . E v ery b o d y k n o w s th a t Ja c k S c h w a rtz is a g o o d  C a th o lic . H e g o e s to  

C o m m u n io n  e v e ry  d a y  a n d  g iv e s  ta lk s a t th e  sc h o o ls  o n  th e  a d v an ta g e  o f  g o o d  a n d  h o ly  liv in g . H e  m a k es  

th e  s ig n  o f  th e  c ro ss  b e fo re  h e  s ta rts  p la y in g , so  e v e ry o n e  c a n  se e  it . A  lo t o f  sp o rts  w rite rs sa y  th a t  Jac k  h a s  

a  g o o d  c h a n c e  to  le a d  th e  b ig  le ag u e s . H e  is p itc h in g  to  a  b a tte r  b y  th e  n a m e  o f  L u th e r  N a g le . W e  d o n ’t  

f ig u re  th a t L u th er  is a  C a th o lic , a s C a th o lic s s to p p e d  n a m in g  th e ir c h ild ren  th is a b o u t f iv e  h u n d re d  y e a rs  

a g o  a n d  th is  L u th e r  is  in  lu s  tw e n tie s .

F a th e r T im  sa y s th a t h e h o p e s th a t Jac k  w ill s tr ik e L u th e r o u t. b e c a u se it w ill d o  th e C a th o lic  

C h u rc h  so  m u c h  g o o d . F a th e r T im  sa y s th a t Jac k  o u g h t to  b e  p itc h in g  th e m  h ig h e r . In  fa c t, F a th e r T im  is  

w a v in g  h is  a m is  so  m u c h  th a t I a m  a fra id  h e  is  g o in g  to  g e t a  s tro k e . F in a lly  th e  a n n o u n c e r  sa y s  th a t Ja ck  

S c h w a rtz  th ro w  s th e m  in  th e  g ro o v e , a n d  I a m  c o n sid e rab ly  re lie v e d , b u t I sh o u ld n ’t h a v e  b e e n , b e c a u se  

L u th er  is  ju s t  w a itin g  fo r  th is  a n d  k n o c k s  it o v e r  th e  fe n ce , a n d  th a t is  th e  e n d  o f  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h .

Ju s t th e n  th e  p h o n e  r in g s. I t  is  a  s ic k  c a ll. T h e re  h a s  b e e n  a  te rr ib le  w rec k  d o w n to w n . A  g ir l is  h u rt  

v e ry  b a d ly  a n d  w a n ts  a  p rie s t. I fo rg e t a ll a b o u t th e  b a ll g a m e  a n d  ru sh  d o w n  to  th e  w re c k  a s  fa s t a s  I c a n  

g o . I g o  d o w n  p a s t th e sh o w s w ith  th e ir  b ig  m a rq u e e s, d o w n  p a s t D ill’s D ru g  S to re w ith  a ll its te rr ib le  

m a g az in es . A  d ru n k  y e lls  o u t  to  m e , “ H i y a , F a th e r”  ju s t  to  sh o w  th a t h e  isn ’t  a g a in s t th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h  

e v e n  if  it sa y s  g e ttin g  d ru n k  is  a  s in . A n  Ir ish  c o p  sa y s, “W h e re  a re  y o u  g o in g , F a th e r? ”  a n d  I  sa y , “I ’m  o n  a  

s ick  c a ll,”  a n d  h e  s to p s  tra ff ic  fo r  a b o u t th irty -fiv e  b lo c k s  b a c k  a n d  fa lls  to  h is  k n e e s  r ig h t in  th e  m id d le  o f  

th e  s tre e t b e c a u se  h e  k n o w s  I a m  c a rry in g  O u r  L o rd  in  th e  B le sse d  S a c ra m e n t to  g iv e  to  th e  little  g ir l th a t is  

h u rt. H e  a lso  g ra b s  a  little  g u y  n e x t to  h im  a n d  sa y s, “K n e e l d o w n , fe llo w .”  T h e  little  g u y  is  a  P re sb y te r ia n  

a n d  c a n ’t  f ig u re  it a ll o u t. b u t h e  k n e e ls  d o w n  a n d  d e c id e s  th a t it  is  so m e  la w  th a t  th e  c ity  c o u n c il p a ssed .

T h e little g ir l is ly in g  in  fro n t o f  a s to re . W h e n  I se e h e r  fa ce  m y  h e a rt s to p s . I t is Ja n e t S m ith , 

p ro s tra te a n d  a ll b a tte re d  u p . A  c a r h a d  c o m e o v e r th e c u rb  a n d  p in n e d  h e r a g a in s t th e s to re fro n t. T h e  

d o c to r  is  th e re , a n d  w h e n  I a sk  h im  w h a t h e  th in k s  h e  sa y s sh e  d o e sn ’t h a v e  a  c h a n c e . T h e n  th e y  p ic k  h er  

u p  a n d  e a rn  h e r  in s id e .

I s ta n d  th e re , p ra c tic a lly  k n o c k e d  o u t. F in a lly , w h e n  I g e t h o ld  o f  m y se lf , th e y  b rin g  m e  in to  th e  

ro o m . T h e y  a re  te le p h o n in g  fo r  Ja n e t’s  fa m ily , to o .

T h ere  sh e  is . so  b e a u tifu l, so  lo v e ly , so  g o o d . S h e  is  in  a  lo t o f  p a in  b u t sh e  is sm ilin g . A ll I c a n  

sa y  is , “ H o w  a re  y o u . Ja n e t? ”

S h e  sa y s, " I 'm  a ll r ig h t, F a th er .”  A fte r  a  b it sh e  sa y s , “ I ’m  g o in g  to  d ie . Isn ’t  th a t r ig h t, F a th e r? ”

I  sa y . " Ja n e t, y o u 're  p re tty  s ic k . T h e  d o c to r  th in k s  m a y b e  y o u  c a n ’t m a k e  it . I ’m  so rry , Ja n e t.”

“T h a t's  a ll r ig h t. F a th er .” S h e  ta k e s m y  h a n d  in  h e rs  a n d  sa y s , “ G o d  h a s  b e e n  v e ry  g o o d  to  m e .”  I  

h e a r  h e r  c o n fe ss io n . T h e n  I c a ll in  th e  fa m ily  w h ile  I  g iv e  h e r  H o ly  C o m m u n io n . T h e n  I  b e g in  th e  b e a u tifu l 

r ite o f  a n o in tin g  h e r  fo r d e a th . T h is is c a lle d  E x tre m e U n c tio n , o r th e  L a s t S a c ra m e n t. E x trem e  U n c tio n  

so m etim e s  g iv e s  h e a lth  to  th e  b o d y . I g u e ss I n e v e r p ra y e d  th a t a n y o n e  w o u ld  g e t  b e tte r so  h a rd  in  a ll m y  

life . B u t o fte n  G o d 's  w a y s  a re  n o t o u r  w a y s .

I a n o in t h e r  b e a u tifu l e y e s , h e r n o se , h e r m o u th , h e r h a n d s a n d  h e r fe e t a n d  I sa y , th e  w a y S t. 

J a m e s to ld  u s to , “ T h ro u g h  th is h o ly a n o in tin g a n d G o d ’s m o st te n d e r m e rc y m a y  y o u  b e p a rd o n e d  

w h a te v er  s in s  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  b y  se e in g , b y  h e a rin g , b y  sm ell, b y  ta s te , b y  to u c h  a n d  b y  y o u r  s te p s .”  I a sk  

a ll th e  S a in ts  to  p ra y  fo r  h e r: S t. Jo h n  th e  V irg in  A p o s tle , S t. P a u l th e  A p o s tle  o f  th e  G e n tile s , S t. P e te r , th e  

g re a t lo v e r  o f  C h ris t, th e  g re a t w o m an  M a ry  M a g d a le n . I  a sk  C h ris t to  d e liv e r  Ja n e t. I sa y , “ M a y  th e  a n g e ls  



le ad  y o u  in to  P a ra d ise , m a y  th e  m a rty rs  re ce iv e  y o u  a t  y o u r  c o m in g , m a y  th e y  le a d  y o u  in to  th e  h o ly  c ity  

Je ru sa le m . M a y  th e  c h o irs  o f  a n g e ls  re c e iv e  y o u  a t  y o u r  c o m in g  a n d  m a y  y o u  h a v e  e te rn a l re s t.”

Ja n e t sa y s a ll th e r ig h t th in g s  th e n . T o  J im m y sh e sa y s , “B e a  g o o d  b o y , J im m y . T a k e c a re o f  

M o th e r  a n d  D a d .”  T o  h e r  m o th e r , “D o n ’t  fe e l to o  b a d , M o m . I t’s  o n ly  till w e  m e e t a g a in . T a k e  c a re  o f  D a d  

a n d  T im m y  ” T o  h e r d a d  sh e sa y s , “ I ’m  a w fu lly  p ro u d  o f  y o u . D a d . Y o u ’re th e  b e s t d a d  th a t a  g ir l e v e r  

h a d .” T o  m e  sh e  sa y s, “ G o o d b y e , F a th er , k e e p  u p  th e  g o o d  w o rk . Y o u ’re  a  sw e ll p rie s t. T a k e  c a re  o f  th e  

k id s . T e ll  F a th e r  M a llo y  th a t I  w a n te d  to  la s t till h e  c o u ld  g e t  to  se e  m e  b u t I  d o n ’t th in k  th a t I  c a n  m a k e  it .”

T o  Jac k  T h o rn to n  sh e  sa y s . “ Ja ck , I lo v e  y o u  a  lo t. I w ish  w e  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  m a rrie d  a n d  h a d  a  

b ig  fa m ily . B u t I a m  b e tte r  o ff . Y o u  k n o w  th a t. I w a n t y o u  to  f in d  a n o th er  g ir l a n d  g e t m a rrie d  ju s t lik e  w e  

p la n n e d . H a v e  a  b ig  fa m ily . Y o u ’ ll b e  a  w o n d e rfu l fa th e r.”  Jac k  ju s t lo o k s  a t h e r; h e  c a n n o t sp ea k .

Je an n ie  g o e s  in  la s t o f  a ll. b e c a u se  sh e  ju s t  c an 't g e t h o ld  o f  h e rse lf . Ja n e t sa y s, “ T a k e  c a re  o f  Ja ck , 

Je an n ie . H e n e e d s y o u . T ry  to  ta k e u p  h is tim e , so  th a t h e w ill fo rg e t m e a little b it.” Je a n n ie sa y s , “ I  

p ro m ise . Ja n e t."

S o m e d a y s la te r , w h e n  Ja c k  T h o rn to n  c o m es in  to  se e m e , I k n o w  ju s t a b o u t w h a t is c o m in g .  

“ F a th e r ." h e  sa y s . “ I  ju s t c a n 't g e t o v e r  Ja n e t ’s  d e a th . A ll I d o  is  th in k  o f  h e r . I  w a lk  a ro u n d  a lo n e  a t n ig h t  

a n d  ju s t k e e p  th in k in g  o f  h e r  a n d  a ll th e  g o o d  tim es  w e  h a d  to g e th e r . W h y  d o  th in g s  lik e  th is  h a p p e n ? ”

“ W e ll, Ja c k , it’s  lik e  th is ,”  I sa y . “ W e  a re n 't h o m e  n o w . T h is  life  isn ’t  a  p ic n ic  fo r  a n y b o d y . W e n  

th e  h u m a n  ra c e  fe ll in  A d a m  a n d  E v e , G o d  sa id , "B e ca u se  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  th is  y o u  w ill h a v e  to  w o rk  a n d  

sw e a t to  m a k e a  liv in g . T h ere  w ill b e p a in s . A b o v e a ll th e re  w ill b e d e a th .” W e a ll h a v e o u r tro u b le s. 

Y o u ’v e g o t m o re o f th e m  r ig h t n o w  th a n  m o st p e o p le . B u t G o d e x p e c ts y o u  to ta k e it lik e a m a n . 

R e m e m b e r in  S t. M a tth e w ’s G o sp e l th e  w o n d e rfu l se rm o n  o n  P ro v id en c e . C h ris t p o in ts  to  th e  lilie s  o f  th e  

f ie ld . H e  sa y s, 'S e e  h o w  b e a u tifu l th e y  a re . N o t e v e n  S o lo m o n  in  a ll h is  g lo ry  w a s  a rra y e d  a s  o n e  o f  th e se . 

If  G o d  h a s su c h  g o o d  c a re  o f  th e se , h o w  m u c h  m o re  y o u . Y o u  c a n ’t se e it n o w . B u t if  y o u  te ll G o d  y o u  

a cc ep t  H is  w ill, H e  w ill  ta k e  c a re  o f  y o u .”

“ Y e s. I k n o w , F a th er . I k n e w  w h a t y o u  w e re  g o in g  to  sa y , b u t I w a s  ju s t  fe e lin g  a  little  b lu e  so  I

th o u g h t I  w o u ld  s to p  a ro u n d . I  w a n t  to  su b m it  to  G o d ’s  w ill  b u t  it  is  a w fu lly  h a rd .”

“ Ja ck ,” I te ll h im , “ m y  m o th e r d ie d  w h e n  I w a s  v e ry  y o u n g . M y  d a d  fe lt th e sa m e  w a y  y o u  d o . 

W h e n  I  b e c a m e  a  p ries t  h e  to ld  m e  tire  w a y  th a t  h e  h a d  o f  fa c in g  th e  fu tu re . O n  h is  w a y  h o m e  fro m  w o rk  h e  

s to p p e d  in to  th e  c h u rch . H e  sa t in  th e  b a c k  a n d  ju s t sa id  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  to  G o d , ‘T h y  W ill b e  d o n e . ’ T h a t’s  

th e  w a y  h e  g o t o v e r  it . I  th in k  y o u  c a n  d o  th e  sa m e . R e m e m b e r w h e n  y o u  to ld  m e  y o u  th o u g h t  m a y b e  y o u

o u g h t  to  b e  a  p ries t  to  d o  m o re  fo r  G o d ?  W e ll, n o w  y o u  c a n  d o  a  lo t  fo r  H im .

“ A n d  a n y w a y , Ja ck , y o u  w ill se e Ja n e t so m e tim e . Y o u  c a n ’t fe e l so rry  fo r h e r . S h e is in  th e  

p e rfe c t h a p p in e ss o f  h e a v en . Y o u ’re  th e  o n ly  o n e  th a t is su ffe r in g . D o n ’t le t th is c ru sh  y o u . T ry  to  le a d  a  

n o rm a l life  a g a in . D o n ’t a v o id  p e o p le . T h a t isn ’t n o rm a l. I t’s o k a y  to  g o  a ro u n d  fo r  a w h ile  a n d  ju s t try  to  

th in k  th in g s  o u t, b u t  n o t  fo r  lo n g . T ry  to  b e  th e  sa m e  a s  y o u  w e re  b e fo re , e v e n  if  it  is  o n ly  p re te n d in g .”

Ja c k  sa y s . "T h a n k  y o u , F a th e r"  a n d  a d d s  th a t h e  fe e ls  b e tte r. A s  h e  g o e s  o u t in to  th e  n ig h t  I  k n o w  

h e  w ill  m a k e  o u t. H e  is  a  g ran d  fe llo w .

X V II

W H E N  T H E  D O C T O R  te lls  m e  th a t I h a v e  a rth r itis . I c a n  ju s t im a g in e  m y se lf  a ll c rip p le d  u p  a n d  

le a d in g  a  life  o f  s lo w  m a rty rd o m . B u t  th e  d o c to r  sa y s  th e re  is  a rth r itis a n d  a rth r itis : a n d  th e  k in d  I h a v e  isn ’t  

to o  b a d  — ju s t so rt o f  u n c o m fo rta b le a n d  p u ts a  g u y  o n  th e sh e lf o c c a sio n a lly . T h is is  v e ry  e n c o u rag in g , 

s in c e  a t  th e  te n d e r  a g e  o f  tw e n ty -n in e  I a m  n o t to o  m u c h  fo r  g o in g  in to  re tire m e n t  a n d  d ra in in g  tire  d io c ese  

fo r a  fe w  sc o re  y e ars . T h e  d o c to r sa y s th a t I sh o u ld  g o  to  th e  h o sp ita l fo r a  little  w h ile  a n d  m y  b a c k  w ill 

lo o se n  u p . T h is  is  o .k . b y  m e  s in ce  a  little  re s t is  a lw ay s  a p p re c ia ted , a n d  n o  o n e  c a n  o b je c t  to o  m u c h  to  th is  

o n e  s in c e  it  is  d ic ta te d  b y  th e  A lm ig h ty  H im se lf .

M y  n u rse  is  a  g ir l n a m ed  M ary  M a rtin , a n d  I a m  m o re  th a n  a  little  in te res te d  in  h e r  b e ca u se  sh e  is  

lik e  e n o u g h  to  b e  a  tw in  s is te r  o f  Ja n e t S m ith ’s . S h e  is  m o re  th a n  a  little  in te re s te d  in  m e  b e c a u se  sh e  is a  

n o n -C ath o lic  w h o  is  th in k in g  a b o u t  th e  C a th o lic  F a ith ; a n d  w h e n  y o u  c a n  ta lk  a b o u t  th e  C a th o lic  F a ith  o n  

h o sp ita l tim e , it is  a  p re tty g o o d  d e a l a t th a t.

I k n o w  M a ry  M a rtin ’s  s to ry  v e iy  w e ll. I t h a p p e n s  w h e n  th e re  a re n ’t  a n y  w a rs  g o in g  o n . A n d  w h e n  

th e re  a re n ’t a n y  w a rs  g o in g  o n . s to r ie s lik e  M a ry ’s  a re  su re  to  m a k e  th e  fro n t p a g e , a lth o u g h  I d o n ’t  k n o w  

w h y . M a y b e  it’s  b e ca u se  n e w sp a p ers  a re  ju s t  s tu p id .



M a ry  is  ju s t a  k id  w h e n  sh e  m a k es  th e  fro n t p a g es , a n d  sh e  d o e sn ’t  h a v e  m u c h  to  d o  w ith  it a t a ll. 

I t is  h e r  p a re n ts .

M a ry ’s d a d  a t th a t tim e  is a  su c ce ss fu l b u s in e ss m a n . H e  is m a rrie d  to  a  lo v e ly  w o m an  a n d  th e y  

h a v e  o n ly  o n e  c h ild  —  M ary . M r. M a rtin  is g e ttin g  u p  in  y e a rs , a s  w e  a ll d o , a n d  lik e  so m e  o f  th e  h u m a n  

ra c e  h e  is  w o n d e rin g  w h e th e r  h e  is lo s in g  h is  h o ld  o n  th e  a tte n tio n s  o f  th e  fa ire r  se x . A s  fa te  w o u ld  h a v e  it , 

w h e n  h e  is su sce p tib le , h e  m e e ts u p  w ith  a  b ig  p la tin u m  b lo n d e , m a n y  o f  w h ic h  a re  ju s t h a n g in g  a ro u n d  

w a itin g  fo r  m e n  lik e  M r. M a rtin .

A s th e p a p e rs b rin g  o u t w h e n  th e w h o le th in g  b e c o m e s a m e ssy sc an d a l, th e  b lo n d e c a lls M r. 

M a rtin  h e r little “ B o o tsy W o o tsy ." fo r w h a t re a so n  n o  o n e e v e r k n e w . T h e  b lo n d e d o e sn ’t e v e n  k n o w , 

b e c a u se  w h e n  it c o m es to  m e n ta l p ro b le m s sh e is w a y  o u t in  le f t f ie ld . T h is b ig  b lo n d e  is th e e x -M rs.  

C o n ra d  a n d  th e  e x -M rs . S la tte ry , a n d  so  o n . S h e  m a k es  a  h o b b y  o f  c o lle c tin g  “h u sb a n d s.”  A s  fa r  a s  a n y o n e  

c a n  f ig u re  o u t, sh e  h a s  n o th in g  m o re  th a n  b lo n d e  h a ir , b u t n o tw ith sta n d in g  M r. M a rtin  is  re ad y  to  m a k e  a  

m e ss  o f  Ir is  life  fo r  h e r . w h ic h  h e  su c ce ss fu lly  d o e s .

M rs. M a rtin  h e a rs a b o u t th is little a ffa ir , a n d  m a k es  it a  p o in t to  m e e t th e  b lo n d e  in  a  p ro m in e n t 

re sta u ra n t  in  th e  c ity  to  ta lk  tilin g s  o v e r  a n d  se e  if  a n y th in g  c a n  b e  d o n e .

M rs. M a rtin  te lls  h e r  in  a  n ic e  w a y , "M y  d e a r , d o  y o u  k n o w  th a t m y  h u sb an d  is se v era l y e a rs  y o u r  

se n io r?  W e  h a v e  a  v e ry  n ic e  d a u g h te r, a n d  y o u  a re  g o in g  to  b re a k  u p  o u r  h o m e . N o w  I  d o n ’t  th in k  y o u  lo v e  

h im . I d o . W o u ld  y o u  p le a se  s to p  se e in g  h im ? ”

W e ll, th e  b lo n d e , w h o  h a s n e v e r le a rn e d  to  c o n tro l a n y th in g , in c lu d in g  h e r  te m p e r, a n d  w h o  h a s  

n o t th e  le as t se m b la n c e  o f  C h ris tia n ity  in  h e r , sa y s , “ I w ish , M rs. M a rtin , th a t y o u  w o u ld  m in d  y o u r  o w n  

b u s in e ss . Y o u r  h u sb an d  a n d  I  a re  in  lo v e , a n d  if  h e  w a n ts  to  ta k e  m e  o u t. th a t  is  o u r  b u s in e ss .”  A ll o f  w h ic h  

is  v e iy  p o o r  lo g ic , lik e  a  th ie f  sa y in g  h e  is  in  lo v e  w ith  th e  o th e r  g u y 's  a u to , b u t it  g o e s  to d a y , I g u e ss .

W e ll, th in g s  g e t  v e ry  b a d  a n d  th e  a rg u m e n t  g e ts  w o rse  a n d  w o rse . F in a lly  th e  b lo n d e  h a u ls  o ff  a n d  

ta k e s a sw in g  a t M rs . M a rtin , a n d  n o  d o u b t n e ed in g  g la sse s v e ry  b a d ly , sh e m isses b y  h a lf a  y a rd  a n d  

sp raw ls  a ll  o v e r  th e  f lo o r .

A s lu c k  w ill h a v e it th e re is a p h o to g rap h e r a ro u n d  ju s t th e n , a n d  th in k in g th a t th in g s m ig h t  

h a p p en , h e  h a d  Ir is c am e ra  a ll re a d y , a n d  a s th e  b lo n d e  sw in g s  h e  sn a p s th e  p ic tu re , w h ic h  n a tu ra lly  g o e s  

in to  th e  n ig h t e d itio n , s in c e n e w sp a p e rs d o n ’t c a re  w h o se  liv e s th e y  a re  w re ck in g  if  it m a k es g o o d  p rin t. 

M o re  th a n  th is , th e  p ic tu re  w in s  so m e  k in d  o f  a n  a w a rd  a n d  b rin g s  th e  sc a n d a l r ig h t  o u t  in  th e  o p e n .

E v ery b o d y  g e ts a  b ig  la u g h  o u t o f  th e  fu n n y  p ic tu re  o f  th e  b lo n d e , s in c e  it is  v e ry  fu n n y  in d e e d . I  

g u e ss  I  e v e n  g e t  a  g o o d  la u g h  o u t  o f  it  m y se lf , a lth o u g h  I  a m  a sh a m e d  o f  th a t n o w .

T h e  c a se  g o e s  in to  c o u rt  a n d  n o  o n e  is  e n jo y in g  it in  th e  le as t  e x c e p t  th e  b ig  b lo n d e . M r. M a rtin  is  

v e ry  n e rv o u s  a n d  M rs. M a rtin  fa in ts  a  c o u p le  o f  tim e s , b u t th e  b ig  b lo n d e  p o se s  fo r  p ic tu res  a n d  m a k es  a ll 

k in d s o f  sce n es  b e c a u se sh e  p ro b a b ly  th in k s  th is w ill b e  th e  f irs t s te p  in  a  lo n g , h a rd  h a u l to  th e  g o ld e n  

s tre e ts  o f  H o lly w o o d .

M rs. M a rtin  w in s  th e  c a se a n d  g e ts  c u s to d y  o f  M a ty , a n d  e v e ry b o d y  is  g la d . B u t e v e ry b o d y  th a t 

g e ts su c h  a  b ig  k ic k  o u t o f  th e  c a se , a n d  so  m a n y  la u g h s  a t th e  b ig  b lo n d e  w h e n  th e  c a se  is  g o in g  s tro n g , 

fe e ls  p re tty  lo w  d o w n  w h e n  th e sce n e  c o m es o u t o f  M a ry  b e in g  g iv e n  to  h e r M o th e r. M ary  is c ry in g  a s  

th o u g h  h e r  little  h e a rt w o u ld  b re a k . S h e  is sa y in g , “ I lo v e  y o u . M o th e r, b u t I w a n t D a d d y  to o . I lo v e  h im , 

to o .”

E v ery b o d y  is  ju s t ta k in g  fo r g ra n ted  th a t th is is a n  a ffa ir  b e tw e e n  M r. a n d  M rs. M a rtin , b u t it is  

re a lly  M a ry ’s  to o . M r. M a rtin  is  a  lo w d o w n  h e e l a n d  M rs . M a rtin ’s  p rid e  is  h u rt, b u t little  M a ry  h a sn 't d o n e  

a n y  w ro n g  a t  a ll. B ig  p e o p le  a re  p u sh in g  little  M a ry  a ll a ro u n d , a n d  n o  o n e  sa y s  a n y th in g  a b o u t  h e r  in  c o u rt, 

b u t it is  p re tty  o b v io u s  th a t th is  c a se  h a s  a  lo t to  d o  w ith  h e r . B u t  M a ty isn ’t  tw e n ty -o n e  y e t, a t  th a t tim e , so  

I su p p o se sh e d o e sn ’t h a v e a n y  r ig h ts . A n d  if  sh e  w a n ts  to  liv e  w ith  h e r m o th e r a n d  d a d , lik e  a n y  o th e r  

c h ild , it is  ju s t  to o  b a d .

T h is  is  a ll th e  n e w sp ap e r  is  in te re s te d  in . T h e y  ju s t  p ic k  u p  so m e  o th e r  se n sa tio n a l s tu ff  a n d  d o n ’t  

c a re  a n  a w fu l lo t  w h a t h a p p en s  to  little  M a ry . A n d  th a t is  h e r  s to ry .

In  th e  h o sp ita l. M ary  b rin g s  m e  r ig h t  u p  to  d a te  o n  it h e rse lf . S h e  sa y s , “A fte r  th a t, F a th e r , I  d id n ’t  

h a v e  a  h a p p y  h o m e  a t a ll. M y  m o th e r  u sed  to  c ry  a ll th e  tim e , a n d  I  k n e w  it  w a s  b e c a u se  sh e  lo v e d  m y  d a d  

so  m u c h . D a d  q u it g o in g  w ith  th e  b lo n d e  w h e n  sh e  g o t c a re le ss a n d  le t h e r  h a ir  g ro w  o u t, a n d  h e  fe lt v e ry  

b a d  a b o u t th e  w h o le  th in g . H e  u se d  to  se n d  m o th e r f lo w ers  a n d  e v e ry th in g , ju s t to  try  to  m a k e  u p  fo r  th e  

w ro n g  h e h a d  d o n e . B u t M o th e r  ju s t th o u g h t h e w o u ld  n e v e r b e a n y g o o d , a n d  sh e sa id  th a t sh e  ju s t  

c o u ld n ’t  ta k e  h im  b a c k .”

I  in te r je c t h e re  th a t I  to o  th in k  h e  w a s  p re tty  b a d .



M a n c o n tin u e s . " I o fte n  to ld  M o th e r  th a t if  I lo v e d  a n y b o d y  a s  m u c h  a s sh e  lo v e d  D a d , I w o u ld  

m a k e u p  w ith  th e m , e sp e c ia lly w h e n  th e y w e re a s re p e n ta n t a s D a d w a s . B u t sh e sa id  th a t I d id n ’t  

u n d e rsta n d . W h a t d o  y o u  th in k . F a th e r? ”

“ W e ll, M a ry , I  th in k  th a t y o u  a re  r ig h t. Y o u r  m o th e r  d id n ’t  h a v e  to  g o  b a c k  to  y o u r  d a d , b u t it su re  

se em s  a s  if  e v ery th in g  w a s  m e ssed  u p  fo r  b o th  o f  th e m  w h e n  sh e  d id n ’t . L o ts  o f  tim es  w e  h a v e  to  fo rg iv e  

so m e  p re tty  b ig  tilin g s . N o n e  o f  u s  is  p e rfe c t, a n d  th e re  a re  a  lo t  o f  th in g s  in  m o st o f  o u r  liv e s  th a t  w e  w ish  

w e  h a d n ’t  d o n e , a n d  th e  b ig  c o n so la tio n  is  th a t  G o d  is  so  fo rg iv in g .”

“ F a th e r , I  w a sn ’t  a  g o o d  g ir l a t  a ll. I  w a sn ’t  h a p p y . I  d id n ’t  k n o w  w h a t I  w a n ted . I  sa w  a  lo t  o f  s illy  

m o v ie s a n d  re a d  a  lo t o f  s iru p y  lo v e  s to r ie s . I g u e sse d  th a t th e y  m u st  b e  th e  h a p p ie s t p e o p le  in  th e  w o rld . 

B u t I re a liz e d  th a t I w o u ld  n e v e r b e lik e  th e y  w e re  a n d  I  ju s t g o t m o re  u n h a p p y . I d id  a  lo t o f  m im in g  

a ro u n d , b u t th a n k  G o d  I n e v e r  d id  a n y th in g  re a l  b a d . I g u e ss  I re sp e c te d  m y se lf  e n o u g h  n o t to  g e t in to  to o  

m u c h  tro u b le . I  w a s  m e an  to  m y  m o th e r. I  to ld  h e r  I h a ted  h e r . S h e  lo v e d  m e  so  m u c h  a n d  w a n te d  to  h o ld  

o n to  m e  so  m u c h  th a t I g o t a w a y  fro m  h e r . S h e  c o u ld n ’t c o n tro l m e . I w a n te d  to  ju m p  o v e r a  b rid g e  o r  

so m eth in g . I  w a sn ’t  h a p p y  a t a ll.”

M a ry ’s  e x p erien c e  w ith  C h ristian ity , sh e  te lls  m e , w a s  ju s t a s  b a d  a s  th e  re s t o f  h e r  life . S h e  w e n t  

to  c h u rc h  b e c a u se  it se em e d  to  b e  th e  c iv iliz ed  th in g  to  d o . S h e  jo in e d  th e  c h u rc h  o f  th e  R e v e re n d  F e rris , 

w h o  w a s  a  g ran d  m a n . E ssen tia lly  h e  w a s  a  p e rfec t  g e n tlem a n , b e ca u se  h e  w o u ld n ’t  h u rt a n y o n e . H e  lo v e d  

C h ris t, h e lo v e d  C h ris t’s p o o r, h e p ra y e d  a n d  le d  a  v e ry  f in e life . B u t h e w a s a little c a re le ss in  h is  

a p p ea ran c e . H is  su it lo o k e d  a t  tim e s  a s  th o u g h  h e  h a d  s le p t in  it . O c c a sio n a lly  h is  sh o e s  w e ren ’t  sh in e d , a n d  

M a iy  w o u ld  te ll h im  so  b e c a u se  h e  w a s  th e  k in d  o f  m a n  th a t  y o u  c o u ld  ta lk  u p  to . H e  u se d  to  sa y  h e  ju s t  

fo rg o t. H e  w a s so  re a d y  to  liv e  a  fu ll life  fo r C h ris t e v e ry  m o rn in g  th a t h e  p ro b a b ly  o v e rlo o k e d  so m e o f  

th e se  m in o r  th in g s .

W h e n  M a ry  b e lo n g e d  to  h is  c h u rc h  sh e  w a s  h a p p ie r  th a n  sh e  h a d  e v e r  b e e n  in  h e r  y o u n g  life .

B u t R e v e re n d  F e rris ’ c h u rc h  o w e d  its  e x is te n c e in  g re a t p a rt to  a  w e a lth y  d o w a g e r . S h e  h a d  a  lo t 

o f  m o n e y  a n d  h a d  p a id  fo r  m o st o f  th e  c h u rc h . S h e  w a s a  v e ry  p re c ise  w o m an , a n d  w h e n  R e v e re n d  F e rris ’ 

c lo th e s  w e ren ’t  p re sse d  sh e  w a s  m o re  th a n  a  little  a n g ry .

O n e S u n d a y  m o rn in g  th e  R e v e re n d  w a s in  ra re  fo rm . H e  sa id , “ W e  a re  w e ak , te rr ib ly  w e ak . T h e  

o n ly  tim e  th a t w e  g e t  in te re s te d  in  G o d  is  o n  S u n d a y . R e lig io n  is  ju s t  a  so c ia l th in g  to  u s . D o n ’t y o u  k n o w  

th a t C h ris t sa id , T  h a v e  c o m e  to  c a st f ire  o n  e a rth ’?  W e  a re  n o t o n  f ire . C h ris t is  to o  m u c h  o n  f ire  fo r  u s . 

W e  w a n t to  b e  r ich  a n d  f la u n t o u r  r ic h es  in  th e  fa ce  o f  th e  w o rld , b u t C h ris t h a s  sa id  ‘B le ssed  a re  th e  p o o r  

in  sp ir it.’ (T h e  d o w ag e r  w in c e d  a t  th is .)  W e  d o n ’t  s tic k  b y  o u r  p ro m ises  in  m a rria g e . W e  w o u ld  tre a t C h rist  

to d a y  ju s t th e  w a y  h e  w a s tre a te d  n in e te e n  h u n d re d  y e a rs a g o . W e  w o u ld  c ru c ify  H im  a g a in  b e c au se  H is  

d o c trin e  w o u ld  b e  to o  h a rd  fo r  u s . W e  o u g h t to  e x a m in e  o u r  c o n sc ie n c es  to  se e  if  C h ris t is  im p o rta n t to  u s . 

D o  w e  g iv e  o u r  fa ith  e v e n  a  p a ssin g  th o u g h t  e v e ry  d a y ?  C h ris t h a s  sa id , ‘  S e e k  y e  f irs t  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d .  ’ 

W ith  m o st  o f  u s  th e re  is  c a u se  fo r  sh a m e  in  th e se  w o rd s .”

W e ll, e v e ry b o d y  sa id  it  w a s  a  v e ry  lo v e ly  se rm o n  a n d  it m a d e  y o u  th in k . B u t  th e  R e v e ren d  w a s  o n  

h is  w a y  o u t. H e  w a s  o ffe n s iv e  to  th e  d o w a g e r . S h e  a n d  a  fe w  o f  h e r  fr ien d s  th o u g h t  th a t  th e  R e v e re n d  w a s  a  

little to o  p o s itiv e  in  h is n o tio n s a n d  a  little s tr ic t in  h is in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  q u o ta tio n , “W h a t G o d  h a s  

jo in e d  to g e th e r le t n o  m a n  p u t a su n d er .”  A fte r  a ll, so m e  o f  th e  b e s t p a rish io n e rs  h a d  ta k en  se co n d s  in  th e  

m a rr iag e  p o o l. H e  in s is te d  a  little  to o  m u c h  o n  p o v erty  o f  sp ir it. T h e  d o w ag e r  in fo rm e d  th e  p o w e rs  th a t  b e  

th a t sh e  w a s th in k in g  se r io u s ly  o f  jo in in g  e lse w h e re if  th e  R e v e ren d  w e re  n o t tra n s fe rre d . W ith  th e  n e w  

b u ild in g  p ro g ra m  c o m in g  u p . w h a t c o u ld  b e  d o n e  b u t  g iv e  th e  R e v e ren d  h is  w a lk in g  p a p e rs?

In  h is  p la c e  w a s  se n t a  p e rfe c t  little  L o rd  F a u n tle ro y . H e  w a s  v e ry  w e ll d re sse d  a n d  a lw a y s  h a d  h is  

sh o e s sh in e d . H is  h a ir  w a s  a lw a y s c o m b e d , a n d  so  fo r th , b u t h e  n e v e r  sa id  a n y th in g  lik e , I t is  w ro n g  fo r  a  

fe llo w  to  ta k e  h is  se cre ta ry  o u t, a n d  su c h  th in g s , b e c a u se  m a y b e  so m eb o d y  is  d o in g  th is  a n d  w ill n o t  lik e  it . 

H e  n e v e r sp o k e  v e ry  lo u d , b e c a u se  m a y b e  h e  ju s t d id n ’t h a v e  e m o tio n s . T h e  d o w a g e r lik ed  h im  b e c a u se  

sh e  c o u ld  b e  a  m o th e r  to  h im .

T h e  R e v e re n d  F e rris  w a s fa rm e d  o u t to  a  little c o u n try  p a rish  a n d  w a s  v e ry  h a p p y . H e sa id  th a t 

fa rm  p e o p le a re  v e ry  w o n d e rfu l to  w o rk  w ith  b e c a u se  th e y  o w n  th e ir la n d  a n d  g ro w  th e ir o w n  fo o d  a n d  

d o n ’t  h a v e  to  g ro v e l to  a n y o n e  a n d  c a n  sa y  ju s t  w h a t  th e y  th in k  a n d  a d m ire  h im  fo r  d o in g  th e  sa m e .

M a ry  ju s t  w e n t to  c h u rch  o n c e  m o re  a fte r  th e  R e v e re n d  F e rr is le f t. S h e  d id  th is  b e c a u se  w h e n  h e  

w a s  le a v in g  th e  p a rish  h e  to ld  M a ry  to  d o  so . B u t sh e  n e v e r  w e n t  b a c k . In  fa c t, sh e  d id n ’t  g o  to  a n y  c h u rch . 

S h e  w a s  fe d  u p .

M a ty  te lls m e , “ I lo s t m y  re lig io n  v e ry  fa s t a fte r th is . I m e t a  fe llo w  n a m ed  W illia m  L a n g fo rd  

L a w re n c e . W h e n  h e g o t o ld e r h e d ro p p e d  th e W illia m  a n d  w a s  ju s t L a n g fo rd  L a w re n c e b e c a u se th is  

so u n d e d  so p h is tic a te d . I k in d  o f  w e n t fo r h im  b e c a u se  h e se em e d  so sm a rt. T h e re w a sn ’t a  th in g  in  th e  



w o rld  th a t  h e  c o u ld n ’t  f in d  fa u lt w ith . N o w , m o st  p e o p le  ju s t  f in d  fa u lt  w ith  so m e  th in g s, b u t h e  fo u n d  fa u lt  

w ith  e v e ry th in g . In  th o se  d a y s  I  th o u g h t  th a t  w a s  sm a rt.

“ H e  h a d  g re a t c o n te m p t fo r th e ‘m a sses ’ a s h e  c a lled  th e m . T h e y  w e re lik e  a  b u n c h  o f  a n im a ls , 

b re e d in g  a n d  e a tin g  a n d  d y in g . T h e y  w e re  o k a y  in  th e ir little  w a y . b u t th e y  w e ren ’t lik e  th e  sm art se t w h o  

c o u ld  sa y  a ll so rts  o f  th in g s  th a t  w e re  in su ltin g  a n d  v e ry  sh a rp . T h e  w o rs t th in g  th a t L a n g fo rd  h a d  to  d o  w a s  

to  ru b  sh o u ld e rs w ith  th e ‘m a sse s ’ o n  th e  b u s . H e w a s g o in g  to  b e  a  w rite r , b u t  ju s t n o w  h e w a s o n ly  a  

b u d d in g  g e n iu s , a n d  so  h e  h a d  to  r id e  th e  b u s.

“ R e lig io n  c a m e  in  fo r  q u ite  a  b e a tin g  to o . F a th e r . T h e re  w a sn ’t a n y  G o d  o r  if  th e re  w a s  H e  d id n ’t  

c a re w h a t w a s g o in g o n  o n  e a rth . G o d  w a s a n  id e a th a t w a s m a d e u p  to  k e e p  th e m a sse s in  c h e c k . 

E sp ec ia lly , H e ll w a s a  g o o d  id e a  fo r c ra fty  c h u rc h m en  to  k e e p  th e  m a sse s in  o rd e r. T h e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h  

w a s  e sp e c ia lly  c le v e r  in  its  c o n tro l o f  th e  m a sse s.

“ H e w a s o ld e r th a n  I . F a th e r , a n d  I fe lt v e ry  im p o rtan t w h e n  h e  w a s sa y in g  a ll th e se th in g s. I t 

see m e d  lik e h e a n d  I w e re so  fa r a b o v e e v e ry b o d y  e lse . W e sp e n t a  lo t o f  tim e d rin k in g  in  ta v ern s a n d  

c ritic iz in g  a ll th a t o th e r  p e o p le  h e ld  sa c re d . I t w a s  fu n  fo r  a  w h ile  b e c a u se  w e  se e m ed  so  r ig h t a n d  e v ery o n e  

e lse  so  w ro n g . B u t it e v e n tu a lly  g o t k in d  o f  b o rin g . E v e ry th in g  th a t e v e ry b o d y  e lse  se e m ed  to  h a v e  a  g o o d  

tim e  a t w a s  ju s t a  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  th e ir  n o t b e in g  w ise . A b o u t a ll w e  w o u ld  d o  w a s s it a ro u n d  a n d  d rin k  

a n d  c ritic iz e .

"O n e  n ig h t  a s  u su a l  w e  w e re  in  a  ta v ern  a n d  a s  u su a l p ic k in g  p e o p le  a ll a p a rt. I a m  so rry  to  sa y  it , 

F a th e r , b u t I w a s  lis te n in g  to  h im  u se  C h ris t 's  n a m e  v e ry  fre e ly . T h e re  w a s  a  b ig  fe llo w  a n d  h is  g ir l s ittin g  

n e x t  to  u s . a n d  h e  sa y s , ‘S a y , fe llo w , I  d o n 't lik e  y o u r  la n g u a g e . I  d o n ’t  u se  th a t  k in d  o f  la n g u a g e  in  fro n t o f  

m y  w ife  a n d  I  w ish  th a t  y o u  w o u ld n ’t . ’

"W e ll, F a th e r , I fe lt a w fu lly  c h e ap , a n d  I th o u g h t h o w  a sh a m e d  th e  R e v e ren d  F e rris  w o u ld  b e  o f  

m e . L an g fo rd  w a s  ju s t h ig h  e n o u g h  to  re sen t th is , a n d  th o u g h t h e  c o u ld  lic k  th e  w o rld , so  h e  sa id , T  w ill 

u se  C h ris t 's  n a m e  a n y w h e re  a n d  a n y  w a y  I  p le a se , a n d  w h a t a re  y o u  g o in g  to  d o  a b o u t  it? ’

"W e ll, w ith  th is th e b ig  fe llo w  to o k  h im  o u ts id e a n d  h it h im  so h a rd  h e m u st h a v e b o u n c e d . 

L a n g fo rd . I g u e ss , th o u g h t  th a t  f ig h tin g  w a s  fo r  th e  p ro le ta ria t a n d  n e v e r  le a rn e d  m u c h  a b o u t  it .

" I c o u ld n ’t  e v e n  fe e l so n y  fo r  L a n g fo rd , I  w a s  so  d isg u s ted  w ith  h im  a n d  w ith  m y se lf  fo r  th e  k in d  

o f  p e o p le  th a t w e w e re . I w a s s ta n d in g  n e x t to  th e  b ig  fe llo w ’s w ife a n d  I sa id , ‘I ’m  so rry  a b o u t w h a t  

h a p p e n e d . I  u se d  to  lo v e  C h ris t, to o . ’

"W e  w e n t h o m e  a n d  I  p u t a  b a n d a g e  o n  L a n g fo rd  a n d  to ld  h im  I  d id n ’t  w a n t  to  se e  h im  a n y  m o re . 

H e  w a sn ’t  to o  p u t o u t, a s  h e  w a s  g e ttin g  p re tty  b o re d  w ith  m e  a n d  v ic e  v e rsa . H e  p ro b a b ly  h a d  m e  p e g g e d  

a s  th e  p ro le ta r ia t.

“ H e  isn ’t w ritin g  p lay s  lik e  h e  w a n te d  to , I h e a r . H e  is  ju s t g e ttin g  d ru n k  a n d  sm ash ed  h e re  a n d  

th e re  b y  p e o p le  h e  is  in su ltin g .

“ T h e  fe llo w  th a t  so c k e d  h im  is  a  n e w sp ap e rm an , a n d  h e  sa id  th a t h e  w o u ld  lik e  to  ta lk  to  m e  so m e  

tim e . I w a s  v e iy ' m u c h  fo r  th is  b e c a u se  h e  is o n e  h u n d re d  p e r  c e n t m a n , w h ic h  I c a n ’t sa y  fo r  L a n g fo rd . I  

w e n t  to  h is  o ff ic e  a n d  h e  la id  th e  la w  d o w n  to  m e .

“ H e sa id , ‘Y o u ’re  a  v e iy  g o o d -lo o k in g  g ir l. W h at in  th e  w o rld  w e re  y o u  d o in g  w ith  a  b u m  lik e  

th a t?  H a v e n 't  y o u  a n y  se lf-re sp e c t?  D o  y o u  w a n t  to  e n d  u p  in  th e  g u tte r?” ’

“ W e ll, I  h a d  re a c h ed  th e  e n d  o f  m y  ro p e . I  ju s t  b ro k e  d o w n . T h e  n e w sp a p erm a n  g o t  v e iy  k in d  a n d  

g e n tle  th e n  a n d  sa id , T  d id n ’t  w a n t  to  h u rt  y o u . Y o u  d o n ’t  n e e d  to  w o rry . Y o u ’re  ju s t  a  k id . If  y o u ’v e  m a d e  

so m e  m is tak e s , y o u ’re  ju s t  s ta rtin g  life , a n d  y o u  c a n  m a k e  u p  fo r  lo s t  tim e .

“ H e sa id , ‘G e t y o u rse lf  so m e re lig io n . L e a m  to  lo v e G o d  a n d  le a v e  th in g s u p  to  H im . L ife isn ’ t 

h a lf  b a d  th a t  w a y . D o  th in g s  fo r  o th e r  p e o p le , a n d  y o u r  life  w ill  re a lly  b e  h a p p y . ’

“ W e ll, it w a s  r ig h t  th e n  a n d  th e re  th a t I d e c id ed  to  b e  a  n u rse  so  I c o u ld  d o  th in g s  fo r  p e o p le , a n d  

th a t’s  w h y  I  h a v e  to ld  y o u  e v e ry th in g . I sa y  m y  p ra y e rs  e v e ry  n ig h t  a n d  I  w a s  n e v e r  h a p p ie r .”

Ju s t th e n , P a t O ’M a lle y  c o m es  in to  th e  h o sp ita l ro o m  to  se e  m e , a n d  M a ry  a n d  I  b o th  sa y , “ W e ll, 

h o w  a re  y o u  P a t?”  A n d  M a ry  a n d  I a n d  P a t a re  a ll v e ry  h a p p y  in d e e d  b e c a u se  w e  a re  a ll p a ls . P a t, it tu rn s  

o u t, is  th e  n e w sp ap e r-m an  th a t la id  th e  h a y m a k er  o n  L a n g fo rd .

X V III

F A T H E R  T IM  M A L L O Y  isn 't c a lle d  o n  m u c h  to  g iv e  ta lk s  o u ts id e  o f  S t. R o se  P a rish  b e c a u se  h e  

a lw ay s sa y s w h a t h e  th in k s , w h ic h  isn 't to o  m u c h  in  v o g u e  a n d  g e n era lly  c u ts d o w n  o n  o n e ’s sp e ak in g  



e n g a g e m e n ts . I a m  m o re  th a n  so m e w h a t su rp rise d , in  fa c t I a m  a m az e d , w h e n  Jo h n  H a y e s  P u b lic S c h o o l 

h a s  th e  te m erity  to  c a ll o n  h im  to  m a k e  a  fe w  re m a rk s  a t  th e ir  g ra d u a tio n . I  k n o w  h o w  fu r io u s  h e  g e ts  w h e n  

h e ta lk s a b o u t A m e ric a b e in g  a C h ristia n  c o u n try ' a n d  n o t h a v in g  a n y C h ris tia n ity ' in  th e sc h o o ls . M y  

a rth r itis  is  c o m in g  r ig h t  a lo n g , b u t I a m  so rry  th a t I w ill h a v e  to  m iss  th is  ta lk . A n y w a y , I k n o w  th a t M a ry  

M a r tin w h o  a d m ire d  th e  R e v e re n d  F e rris  so  m u c h , w ill g e t a  re a l  th r ill o u t o f  F a th e r T im  M a llo y , so  I te ll 

h e r  to  b e  su re  a n d  h e a r  h im .

W h e n  sh e  c o m es  b a c k  to  th e  h o sp ita l sh e sa y s it w a s  o n e  o f  th e  g ra n d e st ta lk s th a t sh e  h a d  e v e r  

h e a rd . F a th e r  T im  h a d  sa id . " I  a m  a  C h ris tia n . A lm o s t  a ll o f  y o u  a re  C h ris tian s . I  b e lie v e  th a t C h rist  w a s  th e  

m o st im p o rta n t p e rso n  th a t  e v e r  liv e d . Y o u  sh o u ld  to o . H e  is  g o in g  to  g iv e  y o u  e te rn a l  life , w h ic h  is  re a lly  

so m eth in g  to  th in k  a b o u t. N o w  le t’s lo o k  a t th e re c o rd . (F a th e r T im  M a llo y  w a s a lw a y s lo o k in g  a t th e  

re co rd  b e ca u se  h e  a d m ire d  A l S m ith .) C h ris t sa y s, ‘H e  th a t  fo llo w s  m e  w a lk s  n o t in  d a rk n e ss .  ’ W h a t a re  w e  

d o in g  in  o u r p u b lic sc h o o l sy s tem  to lig h t th e w a y  fo r o u r c h ild ren ? H is d o c trin e is n o t a llo w e d  to  b e  

ta u g h t. I  b e lie v e  in  sep a ra tio n  o f  c h u rc h  a n d  s ta te . I d o  n o t  b e lie v e  in  th e  s ta te  b e in g  h o s tile  to  th e  C h u rc h . I  

b e lie v e  th a t w e  h a v e  th e  g re a tes t c o u n try ' in  th e  w o rld . B u t  I  d o  n o t th in k  it  w ill lo n g  e n d u re , if  w e  d o n 't g e t 

b u sy  a n d  b rin g  C h ris t in to  th e  sc h o o ls . S c h o o l is  su p p o se d  to  te a c h  p e o p le  h o w  to  liv e . H o w  c a n  th e y  liv e  

w ith o u t C h rist?  W e C a th o lic s  b e lie v e  th a t c h ild ren  o u g h t to  b e  ta u g h t a b o u t C h rist e v e n  m o re  th a n  a b o u t 

N a p o leo n  a n d  A lex a n d er  th e  G re a t a n d  a ll th e  re st o f  th e m . H e is a  lo t m o re  im p o rta n t. W e  th in k  th a t in  

s c h o o l a  c h ild  o u g h t  to  b e  to ld  th a t th e re  is  e te rn a l life , a n d  n o t  ju s t a b o u t th is  life  h e re  o n  e a rth . W e  th in k  

th a t th e  c h ild  o u g h t to  b e  to ld  th a t to  k n o w  a n d  fo llo w  C h ris t is  th e  w a y to  g e t e te rn a l life . W e  b e lie v e in  

te llin g  th e  c h ild  e v ery ' d a y  a b o u t C h ris t, b e c a u se  to  k n o w  C h ris t is to  liv e . D id  n o t C h ris t sa y , T  a m  th e  

w a y , th e  tru th  a n d  th e  life ’?  H o w  c a n  w e  te a c h  c h ild ren  a  w a y o f  life  a n d  tru th  w ith o u t  th e  M a ste r?  I  k n o w  

it is  d iffic u lt,  b u t in  so m e  w a y  w e  m u st g e t C h ris t in  th e  sc h o o l, n o t o n ly  in  th e  c h u rc h . Y o u  a re  a  b e a u tifu l, 

in sp ir in g  g ro u p  o f  b o y s  a n d  g ir ls . G o  to  y o u r  c h u rc h  a n d  le a rn  a b o u t C h ris t, a n d  y  o u r  e d u c a tio n  w ill b e  

c o m p le te .”

T h is  is  w h a t  M ary  M a rtin  re m em b e red  th a t F a th e r  T im  sa id , b u t h e  sa id  a  lo t m o re . H e  sa id  th a t h e  

w a sn ’t  c ritic iz in g  th e  te ac h ers . T h e y  d id n ’t h a v e  a n y  tirin g  to  d o  w ith  w h a t w a s  ta u g h t. H e  a lso  to ld  th e  b o y s  

a n d  g ir ls th a t th e y  w e re w o n d e rfu l a n d  th a t th e y sh o u ld  b e a c re d it to th e f in e sc h o o l th a t th e y  w e re  

g ra d u a tin g  fro m . B u t s till, a ll in  a ll, it w a s n o t th e m o st d ip lo m a tic sp ee c h  th a t w a s e v e r g iv e n  a t Jo h n  

H a y e s S c h o o l. B u t M a ry ' M a rtin  lik ed  it v e ry ' m u c h  b e c a u se  it w a s  so  o u tsp o k e n , th e  so rt R e v e re n d  F e rr is  

w o u ld  g iv e , a n d  b e c a u se  M a ty ' fe lt th a t if  sh e  h a d  le a rn e d  a b o u t C h rist w h e n  sh e  w a s in  h ig h  sc h o o l, sh e  

w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  m e ssed  u p  h e r  life  so  m u c h . M a ty  d e c id e s  th e n  a n d  th e re  th a t th e  C a th o lic  re lig io n  is  fo r  h e r , 

a n d  sh e  w a n ts  m e  to  ta k e  h e r  th ro u g h  th e  in s tru c tio n s .

X IX

M A R Y ’S  C O N V E R S IO N  isn ’t  a t a ll h a rd . S h e  lik e s  th e  id e a  th a t C h ris t is  re a lly  G o d  b e ca u se  h e r  

m in is te r , M r. F e rris , a lw ay s in s is ted  th a t H e  w a s, a n d  b e c a u se  M a ry  c o u ld n ’t se e  a n y  re a so n  w h y  H e  w a s  

n o t. M a ry  a lso  lik e s th e  g re a t u n ity  o f  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h . I t te ac h es  th e  sa m e  to d a y a s  n in e te e n  h u n d red  

y e a rs  a g o . I t h a sn ’t e v e n  c h an g e d  o n e  o f  its  d o c tr in e s . I t se em s  to  M a ry  th a t  if  su c h  tilin g s  a s  d iv o rce  w e re  

w ro n g  a  th o u san d  y e a rs  a g o , th e y  a re  ju s t  a s  w ro n g  to d a y , a n d  sh e  c a n ’t  u n d ers ta n d  h o w  so m e  c h u rc h e s  c a n  

a llo w  it . Y o u  c a n  re a d  S t. A u g u s tin e  a  th o u sa n d  y e a rs  a g o  a n d  y o u  c a n  re a d  h im  to d a y , a n d  th e  te ac h in g  is  

ju s t  th e  sa m e .

M a ry  lik e s b e s t o f  a ll th e d o c trin e  o f  th e  E u c h aris t. S h e is e a s ily  c o n v in c e d  th a t Je su s C h rist is  

re a lly  p re sen t a lth o u g h  th e  H o st lo o k s lik e  a  p ie c e  o f  b re a d . T h is is  th e  b e s t tilin g  th a t h a s  h a p p en e d  in  h e r  

w h o le  life . A fte r h e r  c o n v e rs io n , sh e  g o e s  to  C o m m u n io n  a s  o ften  a s sh e  c a n . S h e  a sk s m e , “ F a th e r , w h y  

d o n ’t C a th o lic s g o to C o m m u n io n  m o re , if th e y b e lie v e th a t Je su s C h ris t is a c tu a lly p re se n t in  H o ly  

C o m m u n io n ? ”

A n d  I sa y  to  M a ry , “ I d o n ’t  k n o w  th e  a n sw er  to  th a t.”  T h e n  I sa y : “ M a ty , th e  g re a tes t o b s ta c le  to  

y o u r F a ith  fro m  n o w  o n  w ill b e th e fa c t th a t so m e p e o p le in  th e C a th o lic C h u rc h  a re n ’t v e ry ' g o o d  

C a th o lic s . T h e y  b e lie v e th a t s in s  a re  fo rg iv e n  in  th e  c o n fessio n a l, b u t m a n y  o f  th e m  w a it  y e a rs a n d  y e a rs  

b e fo re u s in g  th is w o n d erfu l g if t o f G o d . I d o n ’t k n o w  w h y . C a th o lic s b e lie v e th a t G o d H im se lf is  

p e rso n a lly  in  th e  c h u rc h  a t  a ll  tim e s , b u t  w e  d o n ’t  v is it  H im  e n o u g h . I c a n ’t  a n sw e r  th is  o n e  e ith e r . M a y b e  it 

is  th a t w e  d o n ’t  th in k . W e  d o n ’t e v e r  ta k e  tim e  e n o u g h  to  re a lly  th in k  w h a t it m e an s  to  h a v e  th e  C re a to r  o f  

a ll th in g s  in  th e  C h u rc h .



“ T h e  b e s t a d v ice  I c a n  g iv e  y o u  is  to  b e  a  re a lly  h o ly  C a th o lic  a n d  n o t w a s te  tim e  w a tc h in g  so m e  

w h o  d o  n o t se e m  to  b e  th a t. M a y b e  th e y  d o  n o t u n d e rs ta n d  a s  w e ll  a s  y o u  d o . K e ep  y o u r  m in d  o n  y o u r  o w n  

life . T ry  to  re a liz e  w h a t it m e an s  to  h a v e  Je su s  re a lly  p re sen t  a m o n g  u s  a ll th e  tim e . B rin g  a ll y o u r  tro u b le s  

to  th e  c h u rc h  b e fo re  y o u  b rin g  th e m  a n y  p la c e  e lse . C h ris t is  ju s t a s  m u c h  in  e v e ry  C a th o lic  c h u rc h  a s  H e  

w a s  o n  th e  sh o res  o f  th e  sea  o f  G a lilee . C o m e  a n d  se e  H im  o fte n .”

A n d  M a ry  d o e s . M a n y  tim e s w h e n  I e n te r  th e  c h u rc h , M a ry , th e  c o n v e rt, is th e o n ly  o n e  th e re  

ta lk in g  to  th e  M a ste r .

A  L O T  O F  P E O P L E  w h o  a re  n o t C a th o lic , a n d  h a v e so m e  so rt o f  a ffa ir  th a t re q u ire s m e etin g  a  

p r ie s t, h a v e  to  ta k e  a  c o u p le  o f  g o o d  h o o k e rs o f  b o u rb o n  b e fo re  th e y  c a n  fa ce  th e  o rd ea l, b e c a u se  it is so  

a w fu l. T h e y  th in k  th a t p rie sts a re n ’t q u ite  h u m a n , a n d  th a t w h e n  th e y  g e t  y o u  m  th e  h o u se  th e y  w ill s la p  

so m e so rt o f  sp e ll o n  y o u . a n d  f irs t th in g  y o u  k n o w  y o u ’ll b e  b a p tiz e d , o r m a y b e e v e n  a  fo u rth  d e g re e  

K n ig h t o f  C o lu m b u s.

B u t D a le A n d erso n , w h o  is M a ry ’s b o y  fr ie n d , is a  fe llo w  th a t is d iffe re n t. I lik e h im . T h is is  

n a tu ra l e n o u g h , b e c a u se h e sa y s , “ I lik e p rie s ts . I th in k  th e y  a re re a l p e o p le . I d o n ’t b e lie v e w h a t y o u  

F a th e rs  b e liev e , b u t I a d m ire  y o u  fo r  b e lie v in g  it . I f ig u re  p ries ts a re  re g u la r . T h e y  fe e l a b o u t th in g s  ju s t  

lik e a n y b o d y  e lse . T h e y w o u ld  lik e to  h a v e a  w ife a n d  a  lo t o f  k id s b u t th e y  m a k e th e sa c rif ice , a n d  I  

a d m ire a n y b o d y  th a t  b e lie v e s in  so m e th in g  a n d  sa c rif ic e s a  lo t fo r it . In  m y  o p in io n  so m e o f  th e  g re a te s t 

m e n  in  th e  w o rld  a re  th e  m issio n a rie s  in  fo re ig n  la n d s. T h e y  g iv e  u p  e v e ry th in g  fo r  th e  G o d  th e y  b e lie v e  in . 

A n d  I  a m  o n e  fe llo w  th a t  w ill  a lw a y s  ta k e  o ff  h is  h a t  to  th a t  k in d  o f  p e o p le .”

D a le is a  ta ll g o o d -lo o k in g  b o y  a n d  c e rta in ly lo o k s a s th o u g h  h e is m a d e fo r g re a tn e ss . H is  

c o n v e rsa tio n  is  liv e ly  a n d  h e  h a s  a  g o o d  se n se  o f  h u m o r. I a m  n a tu ra lly  in te re s te d  in  h is  re a c tio n  to  M a ry ’s  

c h a n g e  to  th e  C a th o lic  F a ith  a n d  so  is  M a ry .

W e  b o th  ta lk  a b o u t  b a se b a ll a n d  a g ree  th a t  th e  Y a n k e e  p itc h in g  is  a  little  w e ak , a n d  w e  ta k e  a  fe w  

p o litic ian s  fo r  a  r id e , p lu s  a  fe w  n e w sp a p e rm en . H is  b u s in ess . I f in d  o u t. is la w . a n d  h is  a m b itio n  in  life  is  

to  b e  w e a lth y  a n d  h o n o re d . F in a lly  I  a sk  h im : "W h a t a re  y o u r  re lig io u s  id e a s? ”

“ W e ll, F a th er ,”  h e  sa y s, “I ’v e  n e v e r  th o u g h t  a b o u t it m u c h . I  try  to  b e  re aso n ab ly  g o o d ,  b u t  I re a lly  

d o n ’t  k n o w  w h y . I  g u e ss  it’s  b e c a u se  it’s  th e  so c ia l tilin g  to  d o .”

“ W h a t d o  y o u  th in k  o f  C h ris t? "  I  a sk .

“ W e ll, F a th e r . I g u e ss  H e  w a s  a  p re tty  w o n d erfu l m a n . A t le a st  e v e ry o n e  se em s  to  th in k  so . I g u e ss  

so m e  p e o p le  sa y  th a t H e  n e v e r  e x is te d . B u t I d o n ’t k n o w  w h y . T o  te ll y o u  th e  tru th . F a th e r , I h a v e  n e v e r 

g iv e n  it  a  w h o le  lo t  o f  th o u g h t.”

"D o  y o u  th in k  H e  is  G o d ? ”  I a sk  h im .

"F a th e r, y o u ’v e  g o t m e  th e re . I n e v e r  th o u g h t a b o u t it v e ry  m u c h . I g u e ss I th in k  a b o u t  b u sin ess  

to o  m u c h . I w a n t to  b e  a  su c c e ss  a n d  g iv e  M a ry  a ll th e  n ic e  tilin g s  sh e  d e se rv e s . I su p p o se  y o u  w o u ld  sa y  

th a t I w a s  n o t  to o  m u c h  fo r  re lig io n , b u t I ’m  n o t a g a in s t it  e ith e r . I 'm  n e u tra l. I g u e ss  I n e v e r  th o u g h t a b o u t 

m u c h  e x c e p t  m a k in g  a  g o o d  liv in g . M y  re lig io u s  tra in in g  h a s  b e e n  sa d ly  n e g le c ted .”

"Y o u  k n o w , D a le ,”  I sa y , “ C h rist sa id . ‘W h a t d o e s  it p ro fit a  m a n  if  h e  g a in s  th e  w h o le  w o rld  a n d  

lo ses  h is  so u l? ’ I t  d o e sn ’t  m a k e  a  w h o le  lo t  o f  d iffe re n c e  h o w  m u c h  y o u  m a k e  in  th e  w o rld . Y o u  c a n  h a v e  a  

n ic e  h o m e  a n d  a  b e a u tifu l c a r  a n d  lo ts  o f  m o n e y , b u t if  y o u  lo se  y o u r  so u l y o u  a re  a  fa ilu re . T h a t’s  th e  w a y  

M a ry  th in k s  n o w , y o u  k n o w .”

A t th is  p o in t I n o tic e th a t D a le is lo o k in g  o u t th e  w in d o w , a n d  h e  sa y s . "O h , I ’m  so rry , F a th e r , 

w h a t w e re  y o u  sa y in g ?”  a n d  I  sa y , “ G u e ss  w e ’ll c a ll it q u its  fo r  to n ig h t.”

A s  h e  is  le av in g , h e  te lls  m e  th a t h e  h a s  a  n e w  id e a  o n  m a k in g  m o n e y , b u t I d o n ’t  q u ite  u n d e rs tan d  

it . I g o  u p  to  m y  ro o m  th in k in g  th a t th in g s  b e tw e e n  h im  a n d  M a ry  w o n ’t g o  so w e ll, s in c e th e y  a re n ’t  

c o m p a tib le  o n  th is  m a tte r  o f  re lig io n .

X X I



I N O T IC E , n o w  th a t it is so m e m o n th s s in c e th e d e a th  o f  Ja n e t, h e r  b ro th e r J im m y is g o in g  to  

M a ss  a lm o s t e v e ry  d a y , e x c e p t a  c o u p le  o f  d a y s  w h e n  h e  re a ch e s  o u t a n d  tu rn s  th e  a la rm  o ff . B e sid e s  th is , 

h e  a n d  Ir is g a n g  a re  m a k in g  v is its  to  th e  c h u rch . T h e y  sa y  it h e lp s  th e ir so u ls a n d  a lso  th e ir  b a ttin g  e y e s . 

S in c e  th is  is  v e ry  c o m m e n d a b le , I  d e c id e  to  c o m m en d  J im m y .

I c a ll h im  in to  th e  h o u se  o n e  d a y  a n d  I sa y , “ J im m y , I a m  p ro u d  o f  y o u . Y o u  h a v e c h a n g e d  so  

m u c h , a n d  I th in k  it  is  w o n d e rfu l. I  a m  su re  th a t  th e  L o rd  is  p le a se d  w ith  y o u .”

H e  sa y s , “ W e ll, F a th e r , I  w a s  p le n ty  b u s te d  u p  w h e n  Ja n e t d ie d . I n e v e r  c rie d  in  fro n t o f  th e  b o y s , 

b u t I c rie d  a  lo t a t h o m e . T h a t’s  ju s t  b e tw ee n  y o u  a n d  m e . I th o u g h t I w o u ld  n e v e r  g o  o u ts id e  a g a in . Y o u  

g a v e  a  se rm o n  a b o u t  ta k in g  y o u r  tro u b le s  to  G o d . Y o u  sa id  h e  w a s  ju s t  lik e  a  F a th er  a n d  w o u ld  u n d e rsta n d , 

so  I  d e c id ed  to  try  it . W e ll, it  w o rk e d  o u t sw e ll.”

I a m  v e ry  e la te d  a t th is , e sp e c ia lly  th e  p a rt a b o u t m e te llin g  p e o p le  to  g o  to  c h u rc h  w ith  th e ir  

tro u b les . I  b e g in  to  fe e l  a  little  p ro u d ,  b u t  th e n  I  d e c id e  th a t it  is  p ro b ab ly  so m e  n u n , p ra y in g  fo r  p e o p le , th a t 

m a d e  G o d  g iv e  J im m y  th is  g ra ce , a n d  so  I  d o n ’t  fe e l so  p ro u d  a fte r  a ll.

I sa y  to  J im m y , “ W e ll, th a t’s f in e . N o w  th e m a in  th in g  is  to  k e e p  it u p . L o ts  o f  tim es  p e o p le  d o  

so m e th in g  p re tty  g o o d , b u t  th e y  d o n ’t  k e e p  it  u p . T h e y  g e t  tired  a n d  q u it  a fte r  a  w h ile .”

“ F a th er ,” h e  sa y s , “ I ’v e  b e e n  d o in g  a  lo t o f  th in k in g  la te ly . I so rt o f  f ig u re  I w o u ld  lik e  to  b e  a  

p r ie s t,  ju s t  lik e  y o u  a re .”

T h is  f lo o rs  m e . I  a m  a m az ed  n o  e n d , a n d  I a m  m o re  a m az ed  th a t  h e  w a n ts  to  b e  lik e  m e . A ll I c a n  

th in k  to  sa y  is  th a t I a m  v e ry  w e ll p le a se d  in d ee d  a n d  th a t I  w ill p ray  lik e  a n y th in g  fo r  h im . I th e n  f in d  o u t  

th a t h e  m u st b e  g o in g  b a c k  to  sc h o o l n o w  to  m a k e  u p  so m e  h o m e w o rk  th a t h e  h a d  n o t  d o n e , w h ic h  I th in k  

isn ’t  th e  b e s t s ig n .

I  te ll h im  th a t h e  w ill  h a v e  to  le a m  h o w  to  w o rk  h a rd  if  h e  w a n ts  to  b e  a  p rie st, a n d  h e  w ill  h a v e  to  

s ta rt h a v in g  h is  h o m e w o rk  so  a s  to  g e t  in  p ra c tic e  fo r  th e  p rep -se m in a ry ;  b u t  I  a m  re a lly  f ig u rin g  o u t  th a t  h e  

w ill  b e  w o n d e rfu l.

X X II

M Y  N E X T  C O N F E R E N C E  w ith  D a le  A n d e rso n  is  le s s  su c c ess fu l  th a n  th e  f irs t. W e  ta lk  a b o u t  th e  

m o re p ra c tica l th in g s o f  m a rria g e . I b e g in  b y  sa y in g  th a t m a rria g e s a re su c c ess fu l w h e n  p e o p le  lik e th e  

sa m e  th in g s  a n d  w h e n  th e y  th in k  th e  sa m e  a b o u t  th in g s . T h e n  I  g e t  p ra c tica l a n d  sa y :

“ T h e re  is  th e  m a tte r  o f  b ir th  c o n tro l. Y o u  k n o w  th a t it  is  w ro n g  to  p ra c tic e  it .”

I  n o tic e  th a t  h e  is  n o t  lo o k in g  o u t  th e  w in d o w , a s  h e  d id  th e  la s t tim e .

H e sa y s, “ Y e s , F a th e r , I k n o w  th is . A n d  fra n k ly  it h a s m e  w o rrie d . I k n o w  th a t M a ry  h a s b e e n  

ta u g h t  th is . B u t  w h a t a re  w e  g o in g  to  d o ?  S u p p o se  th a t I c a n n o t su p p o rt  a  b ig  fa m ily . W h at  c a n  I  d o ? ”

I sa y , “Y o u  w ill b e  a b le  to  su p p o rt  a ll th e  c h ild re n  th a t G o d  se n d s  y o u . Y o u  re m e m b e r  th a t C h rist  

to ld  u s  a b o u t H is  F a th e r  in  h e a v e n . H e  to ld  u s  if  H is  F a th e r  ta k e s  su c h  g o o d  c a re  o f  th e  lilie s  o f  th e  f ie ld  

a n d  th e  b ird s  o f  th e  a ir . H e  w ill  ta k e  c a re  o f  u s . G o d  lo v e s  u s  m o re  th a n  w e  im a g in e , a n d  if  w e  tru st  in  H im  

a ll th in g s w ill w o rk  o u t a ll r ig h t. M a y b e it w ill c o s t so m e sa c rif ic e  a n d  su ffe r in g  —  b u t th in g s  th a t a re  

w o rth  w h ile  a lw a y s  d o .”

I se e  v e ry  o b v io u s ly  th a t th is d o e s n o t c o n v in ce  D a le  a t a ll. a n d  th a t h e  w o u ld  ra th e r  h a v e  a b o u t 

te n  th o u sa n d  d o lla rs  in  th e  b a n k  th a n  re ly  o n  th e  H e a v en ly  F a th e r .

I sa y  to  h im , "Y o u  se e , D a le , h o w  d iffe re n t y o u r  w a y  o f  lo o k in g  a t life  is  fro m  M a ry ’s .” A n d  h e  

sa y s. " I  se e  w h a t  y o u  m e an . F a th er .”

I  fu r th e r  m e n tio n  th a t it w o u ld n ’t  b e  g o o d  fo r  M a ry  to  b e  g o in g  to  M a ss  a ll a lo n e  o n  S u n d a y . I sa y  

it w o u ld  n o t b e  g o o d  to  b e  m a rrie d  u n d e r su c h  c irc u m sta n c e s. I sa y  a s  h e  is  le a v in g  th a t h e  o u g h t  to  th in k  

o v e r  th e  p ro b le m  o f  m a rry in g  a  C a th o lic , a n d  h e  sa y s  th a t h e  w ill g iv e  it  a  lo t  o f  se r io u s  th o u g h t.

W e  p a rt  th e  b e s t o f  fr ie n d s, a n d  I  a m  su re  th a t w e  w ill g e t a lo n g  th e  b e s t e v e r, d isc u ss in g  a n y th in g  

b u t  re lig io n . I  f ig u re  th a t so m e  d a y  h e  m a y  b e  a  re lig io u s  m a n , b u t  c e rta in ly  n o t  y e t.

W h e n  I se e  M a ty  th e  n e x t tim e , sh e  te lls  m e  th a t th e y  h a v e  d e c id e d  to  c a ll it q u its  fo r  a  w h ile . I t 

c a m e  a b o u t  th is  w a y . D a le  a n d  M a ty  a re  o u t o n  a  d a te . M a ry  is  v e ry  e n th u sed  a b o u t  h e r  C a th o lic  F a ith  a n d  

is  te llin g  D a le  a b o u t it , a s  a n y  g ir l w o u ld  d o  w h o  is in  lo v e  w ith  a  b o y . S h e  sa y s , “D a le , m y  C a th o lic  F a ith  

is  th e  g re a te st e x p e rien c e  o f  m y  w h o le  life . I  w o u ld n ’t  g iv e  a n y th in g  fo r  it . I  w ish  y o u  w e re  a  C a th o lic . Isn ’t  

it w o n d e rfu l to b e lie v e th a t C h ris t is p e rso n a lly p re se n t o n  e a rth  to d a y , th a t H e isn ’t d e ad ? Isn ’t it 

w o n d e rfu l  to  b e lie v e w ith  a ll y o u r  h e a rt th a t a  p ries t c a n  sa y  o v e r  b re a d , ‘T h is  is  M y  b o d y , ’ a n d  C h ris t is  



ju s t  a s  p re se n t a s  H e  w a s  tw o  th o u san d  y e a rs  a g o ?  Isn ’t it w o n d erfu l  to  k n o w  th a t C h ris t is  p re se n t in  e v e iy  

c h u rc h  w ith  H is  b o d y  a n d  b lo o d , w a itin g  fo r  u s  to  c o m e  in  to  ta lk  to  H im  a n d  te ll H im  a b o u t o u rse lv e s?  

Isn ’t  th a t  a b o u t  th e  m o st  w o n d erfu l  th in g  th a t  a n y o n e  c o u ld  b e lie v e ? ”

A n d  a ll D a le  sa y s  is , “ Y e s. M a ry , I g u e ss  y o u  a re  r ig h t, b u t m a y b e  if  y o u  h a v e  a n o th er  h a m b u rg e r  

y o u  w ill fe e l  b e tte r .”

M a w  a d m its th a t it is h a rd  sa y in g g o o d b y e , b u t b o th  sh e a n d  D a le a g ree it w ill b e  b e tte r a ll 

a ro u n d , a s  th e y  a re  c erta in ly  n o t h ittin g  tilin g s  o ff  th e  w a y  th e y  sh o u ld  if  th e y  in te n d  to  g e t m a rrie d . M a ry  

te lls  m e  th a t  th e y  a re  g o in g  to  try  it  o u t a n d  se e  w h a t h a p p e n s .

A b o u t  th is  tim e  I su g g e s t  to  M a ry  th a t sh e  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  b e  g la d  to  b e  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  c lu b  th a t 

Ja n e t a n d  Je an n ie  s ta r te d  b e fo re  Ja n e t w a s  k illed . S h e  sa y s  sh e  c erta in ly  w o u ld , so  I  a rra n g e  it .

X X III

IN  O R D E R  to m a k e th e e n try ' o f  M a ry in to  th e c lu b a v e ry p le asa n t e x p e rie n c e , I tip  o ff  th e  

m e m b e rs o f  th e  c lu b  v a rio u s a n d  su n d ry ' to  b e  v e ry ' n ic e  to  h e r . I m u st b e  g e ttin g  o ld . b e c a u se  it is  v e ry ' 

o b v io u s th a t tliis is u n n e c essa ry , a s I sh o u ld h a v e k n o w n , b e ca u se sh e is th e ty p e w h o c o u ld  n o t b e  

o v e rlo o k e d  v e ry  e as ily , s in c e  th e  L o rd  d o e s n o t so  v e ry  o fte n  m a k e  p e o p le  a s  b e a u tifu l a s  H e  m a d e  Ja n e t 

S m ith , th e  g ir l w h o  w a s  k illed , a n d  M a ty  M a rtin , w h o  lo o k s  so  m u c h  lik e  h e r .

Je a n n ie  is e sp e c ia lly  in te res te d  in  M a ty  a s sh e  re m in d s h e r so  m u c h  o f  Ja n e t. M a ry  see m s  to  b e  

h a v in g  th e  b e s t o f tim es a n d  is sm ilin g a n d e n jo y in g h e rse lf im m en se ly . I a m  v e ry in te res te d  in  h er  

re a c tio n s , a n d  sh e  re la te s  a s  fo llo w s.

“ F a th e r , th is c lu b  is a  v e ry  w o n d e rfu l tilin g . E v e ry o n e  h a s  b e e n  so  w o n d erfu l to  m e . Y o u  k n o w , 

F a th e r , I n e v e r  w e n t  w ith  m a n y  b o y s . I a lw ay s  w e n t s tea d y . I g u e ss  th e  tro u b le  w ith  a  lo t o f  p e o p le  is  th a t 

th e y  n e v e r g e t to  k n o w  o th e r  p e o p le . T h e y  ju s t p ic k  o u t a  fe w  p e o p le  a n d  d o n ’t tty  to  m e e t o th e r  p e o p le ,  

a n d  th e y  m iss  a  lo t, O f  c o u rse , F a th e r , I s till  lik e  D a le  a  lo t, a n d  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  b u t  w h a t  h e  w ill c h a n g e  a n d  I  

w ill  m a rry  h im . A fte r  a ll, F a th e r , y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t it  fe e ls  lik e  to  b e  in  lo v e .”

T liis , I  a d m it, is  tru e , a lth o u g h  w h e n  I  w a s  in  h ig h  sc h o o l I  c o u ld  n o t  d o  m y  w o rk  fo r  th in k in g  o f  a  

c e rta in  g ir l w h o se  n a m e  e sca p e s  m e  r ig h t  n o w .

I  te ll  M a ry  th a t  I  w a n t h e r  to  d o  h e r  b e s t to  fo rg e t  D a le  fo r  a  w h ile . I  te ll  h e r  to  try  to  g e t in te re s te d  

in  so m e o n e  e lse  if  p o ssib le . S h e  p ro m ise s  th a t sh e  w ill. A n d  I  k n o w  th a t a n y o n e  w h o  is  d o in g  su c h  a  g o o d  

jo b  fo r  G o d  w ill  m a k e  o u t  a ll r ig h t.

F a th e r  T im  M a llo y  sa y s  th a t p rie sts  c o u ld  b e  v e ry  g o o d  m a tch m a k ers  fo r  p e o p le  w h e n  th e y  a re  in  

lo v e , a n d  v e ry  o fte n  th e y  w o u ld  d o  a  lo t  b e tte r  jo b  th a n  p e rso n s  th e m se lv es , p ic k in g  o u t th e ir lo v e rs . H e  

sa y s th a t a  lo t o f  p e o p le  u se  a b so lu te ly  n o  ju d g m e n t in  p ic k in g  o u t th e  p e rso n  th a t th e y  a re  g o in g  to  liv e  

w ith  fo re v e r . I  th e re fo re  m a k e  it a  p o in t to  h a v e  a  fe w  w o rd s  w ith  Jac k  T h o rn to n . W e  d isc u ss th e  f in a n ce s  

o f  th e  c lu b , w h ic h  is  a lw ay s  g o o d  fo r  a  fe w  re m a rk s  if  th e re  isn ’t  m u c h  e lse  to  ta lk  a b o u t, b u t m a in ly  I a sk  

h im  if  h e  th in k s  th a t M a ry  M a rtin  isn ’t  a  p re tty  n ic e  g ir l. H e  te lls  m e  th a t sh e  is a n d  th a t h e  h a s h a d  a  fe w  

d a te s w ith  h e r a lrea d y . T h is is v e ry  g o o d  fo r tw o  re a so n s . F irs t, I re a liz e th a t h e is g e ttin g  o v e r Ja n e t’s  

d e a th , w h ic h  is  g o o d . S e c o n d ly , o f  a ll  th e  e lig ib le s  fo r  M a ry , I  w o u ld  p la c e  Jac k  a t  tire  to p  o f  m y  lis t.

X X IV

A  R E T R E A T  is a  tim e  w h e n  th e  B ish o p  te lls  a ll th e  p ries ts o f  h is d io c e se  to  g o  a w a y  to  so m e  

re lig io u s  h o u se  a n d  th in k  th in g s o v e r . H e  is o f  th e  o p in io n , n o  d o u b t, th a t a  fe llo w  c a n  e a s ily  ru n  d ry  o f  

id e a s  a n d  c a n  g e t  a ll a b so rb e d  in  d o in g  tilin g s  a n d  re a lly  fo rg e t  p re tty  m u c h  a b o u t G o d . T h e  re tre a t  is  a  tim e  

to g e t a ll f ille d  u p  a g a in  a n d  e n th u se d  a b o u t th e re lig io n  o f C h ris t. A  le tte r c o m es to  y o u  fro m  H is  

E x c e lle n c y th e B ish o p , a n d it sa y s to s to p m a rry in g  p e o p le a n d b u ry in g th e m , a n d to s to p g iv in g  

in s tru c tio n , a n d  so  fo r th , a n d  to  le a v e  th e se  tilin g s  to  o th e r  p rie s ts , a n d  g o  a w a y  a n d  m a k e  a  re tre a t. A t th e  

re tre a t th e  p ries t in  c h a rg e  g iv e s a  n u m b e r o f  ta lk s a n d  te lls y o u  a ll a b o u t h o w  w o n d e rfu l h e av e n  is . a n d  

h o w  y o u  c a n  b e  th e re  fo re v er  if  y o u  a re  a  g o o d  p ries t. H e  te lls  y o u  th a t th e  tilin g s  o f  th e  w o rld  d o n ’t  a m o u n t  

to  a  ro w  o f  b e a n s  b e c a u se  th e y  w o n ’t la s t, a n d  in  m o re  e le g a n t la n g u ag e  a b o u t  h o w  w o n d erfu l C h ris t is , a n d  

h o w  d isp le ase d  H e w o u ld  b e if H e k n e w  H is p rie s ts w e ren ’t w o rk in g h a rd to m a k e p e o p le b e tte r . 



S o m e tim e s  th e y  te ll y o u  d iffe ren t  th in g s, b u t m o stly  it g o e s lik e  th a t. O f  c o u rse , y o u  k n e w  it a ll b e fo re . In  

fa c t, it  is  w h at  y o u  te ll  th e  p e o p le  e v e ry  S u n d a y . A ll  th e  sa m e , if  y o u  try  p re tty  h a rd  to  m a k e  a  g o o d  re tre a t, 

y o u  a re  a ll p e p p e d  u p , a n d  m a k e  a  c o u p le  o f  re so lu tio n s  w h ic h  sh o w  th a t th e  B ish o p  k n o w s  w h a t’s w h a t  

w h e n  h e  te lls  y o u  to  g o  a w a y  a n d  m a k e  a  re tre a t.

W h ile  I a m  a w ay  th in k in g  th in g s  o v e r , it c o m es  to  m e  th a t  th e re  a re  s till a  lo t o f  m e n  in  S t. R o se  

p a rish  w h o  a re  g ran d  fe llo w s  b u t  a re n ’t  d o in g  m u c h  a b o u t  m a k in g  th e  w o rld  a  b e tte r  p la c e  to  liv e  in , a t  le as t  

in  a n y  o rg an iz ed  w a y . T h e y  a re  p ra y in g  a n d  w o rk in g  v e ry  h a rd  to  m a k e a  liv in g , a n d  a re ra is in g  p re tty  

g o o d -s ize d  fa m ilie s , w h ic h , o f  c o u rse , is  v e ry  g o o d , b u t th e n  th e y  h a v e  a  lo t o f  sp a re  tim e  w h ic h  m ig h t b e  

u se d  b y  so m e  e n te rp ris in g  p rie st  fo r  th e  g o o d  o f  th e  F a ith .

O f  c o u rse  th e re  is n o th in g  s ta r tlin g  a b o u t tin s id e a , a s th e  C h u rc h  h a s p ro b a b ly  h a d  it fo r n e a rly  

tw o  th o u sa n d  y e ars ,  b u t  I  ju s t so rt o f  c o m e  to  th in k  a b o u t it  w h ile  I  a m  m a k in g  m y  re tre a t.

I a m  im a g in in g  a ll th e  m e n  in  S t. R o se ’s  w h o  d o  a  g o o d  d a y ’s  w o rk  a n d  sa y  th e ir  R o sa ry  a n d  d o  

o th e r  th in g s,  b u t  w o u ld  b e  v e ry  g la d  to  d o  m o re  if  th e y  ju s t  h a d  so m eb o d y  to  te ll  th e m  w h a t.

O ’M a lle y  is  a  p re tty  e n th u s ia s tic  C a th o lic , so  o n  m y  w a y  h o m e  fro m  th e  re tre a t I d e c id e  to  ta lk  to  

h im  a b o u t  th e  a b o v e-m en tio n e d . H e  sa y s it so u n d s  p re tty  g o o d  to  h im . a n d  th a t it w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  g e t h im  

o u t o f  w e e d in g  th e  g a rd en , a  c h o re  w h ic h  h e  d is lik e s  v e ry  m u c h .

H e a g ree s  w ith  m e  th a t th e re  a re a  lo t o f  m e n  in  th e  p a rish  w h o  w o u ld  lik e  to  d o  a  little e x tra ­

c u rric u la r w o rk  fo r  th e  g o o d  o f  re lig io n . W e  th e re fo re  d e c id e  to  c a ll in  a  fe w  o f  th e  p a rish io n e rs  a n d  ta lk  

th in g s  o v e r  a n d  g e t th e  p ro s  a n d  c o n s  o n  th in g s . I t w ill b e  a  m a n ’s  g ro u p , tik e  Ja n e t ’s  a n d  Je a n n ie ’s  fo r  th e  

g ir ls .

O ’M a lle y  is  th e  g u id in g  tig h t fo r  th e  g ro u p , a s h e  a lw a y s h a s a  lo t to  sa y , so m e  o f  w h ic h  is n o t  

n o te w o rth y . I  ju s t g o  a ro u n d  to  th e  m e e tin g s  to  m a k e  th e m  so m e w h a t o ff ic ia l, b u t I le t th e  la y m en  d o  m o st 

o f  th e  ta lk in g  a s  tin s  is  th e ir  b a b y . I h e a r  w h a t  is  b e in g  ta lk e d  a b o u t, a n d  tram p  in to  th e  g ro u n d  a s  m u c h  a s  

p o ss ib le  a ll h e re s ie s  w h ic h  I re c o g n ize .

T h e  f irs t m e e tin g  is c a lle d  w ith  ju s t a  fe w  m e n  p resen t, so  a s  n o t to  c o n fu se  th e  is su e  to o  m u c h . I  

te ll th e m  th a t th e re  a re  a  lo t o f  th in g s  in  th e  p a rish  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  b e tte r . I sa y  th a t th e  p ries ts  c a n n o t  d o  it  

a ll th e m se lv es , a n d  th a t th e y  n e e d  h e lp  fro m  th e  k iitv . T h is  is  a  v e ry  sa fe  a n d  o rth o d o x  s ta te m e n t, I k n o w , 

s in c e  it  is  w h a t P o p e  P iu s  th e  E le v e n th  h a d  b e e n  sa y in g  a ll th e  tim e  h e  w a s  P o p e , a n d  h e  w a s  so m eb o d y , a s  

e v e ry b o d y  re a lize d .

I sa y . "Y o u  p e o p le  a re su c ce ss fu l in  b u s in e ss a n d  in  ru n n in g  y o u r h o m e s . Y o u  a re su c c ess fu l  

b e c a u se  y o u  h a v e  im a g in a tio n  a n d  p u sh  a n d  a m b itio n . T h e re  is  n o  re a so n  w h y  y o u  c a n ’t  u se  th is  a b ility  in  

m a k in g  th e  w o rld  m o re  C h ris tia n . N o w  I a m  n o t g o in g  to  te ll y o u  w h a t to  d o . I  ju s t w a n t y o u  to  f ig u re  it  

o u t. T alk  o v e r  c o n d itio n s  a n d  se e  h o w  th e y  c a n  b e  m a d e  m o re  C h ris tia n .”

O ’M a lle y  th e n  ta k e s  o v e r , b e c a u se  h e  c a n  a lw ay s  titin k  o f  so m eth in g  to  sa y  w h e n  th e  m e etin g  g o e s  

d e a d . H e  is  a lw a y s  a b le  to  titin k  o f  o n e  o f  h is  n e w sp ap e r  c o lu m n s  a n y  tim e  id e a s  a re  a t a  m in im u m . M o st o f  

th e  m e n  a t th e  m e e tin g  re a lize  th a t th e y  d o  n o t d o  m u c h  titin k in g , a n d  th a t  m a y b e  it  w o u ld  b e  a  g o o d  id e a  to  

p u t  th e ir  id ea s  o n  p a p e r  so m e tim e s, th e  w a y  th e  n e w sp a p e rm a n  O ’M a lley  d o e s .

W o rk in g  o n  th e  fa m ily  is  th e  p ro je c t th a t see m s  to  b e  m o st  fa v o rab le  to  a ll, b e c a u se  n o  d o u b t a ll o f  

th e m  h a v e  fa m ilie s , a n d  th e y  a re  c o n s ta n tly  re a d in g  in  th e  p a p e rs  a b o u t c h ild ren  c lu b b in g  th e ir  p a re n ts  a n d  

su c h  th in g s , w h ic h  d o  n o t a p p e a l to  th e  o rd in a ry  p a ren t. M o re o v er , th e  k id s  se e m  to  b e  d o in g  a  lo t o f  p u rse -  

sn a tc h in g  a n d  v a rio u s  o th e r  th in g s, w h ic h  m a k es  it ra th e r  h a rd  to  d o  th e  o rd in a ry  th in g s  lik e  w a lk in g  d o w n  

th e  s tre e t. T h e y  a lso  re a liz e  th a t d iv o rc e s  a re  re a lly  o n  th e  u p g rad e , a n d  th e  n e w sp a p e rm a n  O ’M a lley , w h o  

is p re tty  su rv e y -c o n sc io u s, sa y s th a t so m eb o d y  h a s p re d ic te d  a n d  v e rifie s th a t b y  1 9 6 0  th e re  w ill b e  o n e  

d iv o rc e  fo r  e v e ry  m a rria g e . T h u s  th e y  a ll a g ree  th a t  th e y  h a d  b e tte r  d o  so m e th in g  a b o u t  th e  fa m ily .

X X V

T H E  N E W S P A P E R M A N  O ’M A L L E Y  d o e s a  g o o d  jo b  o f g u id in g  th e  d iscu ss io n , a n d  so rt o f  

le a d s  to  a  p e t  p e e v e  o f  h is , w h ic h  is  a  c o m e r  d m g  s to re  w h ic h  h e  titin k s  is  n o n e  to o  g o o d  fo r  th e  m o ra ls  o f  

th e  y o u n g e r  g e n era tio n , le t a lo n e  th o se  w h o  a re  se v e ra l  y e a rs  p a s t th e  a g e  o f  re aso n . In  its m a g az in es , m e n  

a re  k ille d  b y  th e  h u n d re d s, a n d  a ll so rts  o f  h id e o u s  p la n s  o f  c rim e  a re  p o rtra y e d , n o t  to  m e n tio n  th e  se x in e ss  

o n  e v e ry  p a g e . I t se em s  th a t w rite rs w h o  h a v e  n o th in g  e lse  to  d o  ju s t s it a ro u n d  a n d  titin k  u p  a ll k in d s o f  

s in s  to  c o m m it, a n d  p u t  th e m  d o w n  o n  p a p e r  a n d  d ra g  d o w n  q u ite  a  b it o f  c a sh  fo r  d o in g  th e  sa m e .



I t is in d ee d  a  so rry  s ig h t, b u t a ll th e  w e ll-m e a n in g  c itiz en s h a v e n e v e r g o t v e ry  a n g ry  a b o u t it 

b e fo re , in c lu d in g  m e  a lso , w h ic h  I a m  so n y  to  sa y , re a liz in g  th a t C h ris t w o u ld  p ro b ab ly  b e  n o t to o  p le ase d  

w ith  m e  fo r n o t d o in g  so m eth in g  a b o u t th is  b e fo re th is g ro u p  s ta r te d  ra is in g  a  little C a in . I a m  th e re fo re  

p le a se d  w ith  th e  p la n  th a t th e  g ro u p  h a v e .

T h e  n e w sp a p erm a n  d e c id e s  to  d o  a  little  p re -in v es tig a tio n  b e fo re  th in g s  g e t u n d e r  w a y , to  se e  ju s t  

w h a t th e  a ttitu d e  o f  th e  p ro p rie to r  is . H e  g o e s  in to  th e  d ru g  s to re  a n d  sa y s, “ I  a m  fro m  S t. R o se  P a rish . I  a m  

a  n e w sp a p er-m a n . M y  c h ild re n  c o m e  in to  y o u r  d ru g  s to re , so  d o  a  lo t o f  m y  fr ie n d s ’ c h ild re n . A lth o u g h  I  

lik e  y o u r  d ru g s  a n d  ra te  th e m  w ith  th e  b e s t o f  d ru g s, a n d  a lth o u g h  I  th in k  th a t y o u  a re  a  v e ry ' d e c e n t so rt o f  

fe llo w , I  w ish  th a t  y o u  w o u ld n ’t  p u t  th e se  m a g az in e s  o n  d isp la y .”

T o  w h ic h  th e  d ru g g is t re to rts , “ I d o n ’t  te ll  y o u  h o w  to  w rite  a n d  I d o n ’t  e x p e c t  to  b e  to ld  h o w  to  

ru n  th is  s to re .”

A t th is , O ’M a lley  b e c o m e s in c e n se d  a n d  sa y s , a s  th o u g h  h e  p e rso n a lly  is  k e e p in g  th e  m a n  fro m  

s ta rv in g , “ I  sh a ll th e re fo re  b e  fo rc e d  to  w ith d ra w  m y  p a tro n a g e , a n d  g e t  m y  frie n d s  to  d o  th e  sa m e .”

A c tu a lly , a ll h e  e v e r  b u y s  a n y h o w  is  a  fe w  a sp irin  o n c e  in  a  w h ile , b e c a u se  O ’M a lle y ’s  fa m ily  is  

v e ry  h e a lth y .

O ’M a lle y  fe e ls  v e ry  g o o d  a b o u t te llin g  o ff  th e  d ru g g ist, a n d  is  v e ry  c o m p e n sa te d sp ir itu a lly . H e  

fe e ls  th a t h e  h a s  d o n e  so m eth in g  lik e  C h ris t d id  w h e n  h e  d ro v e  th e  m o n e y  c h a n g e rs o u t o f  th e  te m p le . A t 

th e  n e x t m e e tin g  o f  h is g ro u p  h e  te lls  o n e  a n d  a ll o f  h is e x p e rie n c e , a n d  sa y s th a t so m eth in g  o u g h t to  b e  

d o n e  a b o u t  th is . T h e y  a ll a g ree  a n d  d e c id e  to  se e  ju s t  th e  w a y  th e  w in d  b lo w s  if  a  little  b o y c o tt is  s ta r te d  o f  

a  d ru g  s to re  w h ic h  is  o ffe n d in g  th e m .

Jac k  T h o rn to n  g iv e s  a n  im p a ss io n e d  sp e e ch  to  h is  g ro u p  o f  y o u n g  p e o p le  a b o u t  th e  f ilth y  lite ra tu re  

th a t is see n  in  th is  p a rtic u la r  d m g  s to re . H e  re m a rk s th a t  th e  m a n  h a s  b e e n  a sk e d  to  re m o v e  it a n d  h a s  n o t  

d o n e  so , a n d  th a t a  g ro u p  in  th e  p a rish  h a v e  d e c id e d  th a t  th e y  w ill  n o t  p a tro n iz e  th e  d m g  s to re  u n til h e  d o e s . 

H e  sa y s  th a t  th e  le a st a  C a th o lic  g ro u p  o f  k id s  c o u ld  d o  w o u ld  b e  to  b a c k  u p  th is  w o rth y  m o v e m e n t. H e  is  

so  s in ce re  —  a n d  o f  p re tty  fa ir  p ro p o rtio n s  p h y s ic a lly  —  th a t o n e  a n d  a ll th in k  th a t  it  w o u ld  b e  ta k in g  th e ir  

liv e s  in  th e ir  h a n d s  to  p a tro n iz e  th is  p a rtic u la r  m e rc h a n t.

I  g iv e  a  little  ta lk  in  th e  g ra d e  sc h o o l to  d o  m y  little  p a rt. I  a m  v e ry  p ro u d  to  b e  a  p a rt  o f  th is  w h o le  

th in g . T h e  s is te rs  a lso  sa y  th a t th e y  th in k  it w o u ld  b e  a  g o o d  id e a  if  th e  b o y s  a n d  g ir ls d id  n o t g o  to  th is  

d ru g  s to re , a n d  th e y  m e n tio n  th a t  b y  th e  w a y , th e y  c a n  se e  v e ry  w e ll fro m  th e  sc h o o l  ju s t  w h o  g o e s  in to  th e  

s to re . T h e  c h ild re n , see in g  th e  g re a t m a ss  o f  a u th o rity  w ie ld ed  o n  th is  m a tte r, d o  th e ir  p a rts  v e ry  w e ll.

T h e n  a ll  th a t  is  to  b e  d o n e  is  to  w a it.

X X V I

O ’M A L L E Y , H O W E V E R , is  a  g u y  th a t  f in d s  it  v e ry  d iffic u lt  to  w a it. H e  c a n ’t  ju s t s it a ro u n d  a n d  

w a it  fo r  d e v e lo p m e n ts. H e  lia s  to  sn o o p  a ro u n d  a n d  se e  h o w  th in g s  a re  g o in g . I t is fo r  th is  re a so n  th a t o n e  

n ig h t h e  d e c id es  to  g o  in to  th e  d ru g  s to re a n d  se e h o w  th in g s a re  g o in g . H e  g o e s in  a n d  o rd ers  a  p a c k  o f  

g u m , a s h e  th in k s  th is w o n ’t h e lp  th e  d m g g is t to  m a k e  to o  m u c h  o f  a  liv in g . H e  in c id en ta lly  s tr ik e s u p  a  

c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  th e  d ru g g is t.

H e  sa y s  h e  is  v e ry ' g la d  to  se e  th e  d ru g g ist, b u t h e  se e s  v e ry ' re a d ily  th a t  th e  v ic e  v e rsa  is n o t tru e . 

H e te lls th e d ru g g is t w h a t h a s b e e n  d o n e b y  h im se lf a n d h is fr ie n d s , w h ic h  th e d ru g g is t k n o w s, b u t  

O ’M a lle y  g o e s  o v e r  it  a g a in .

T h e  d ru g g is t th e n  a sk s h im  w h y  h e  d o e sn ’t  m in d  h is  o w n  b u s in e ss , a n d  sa y s  th a t m a y b e  if  h e  d id  

h e  m ig h t w rite  fo r  th e  N e w  Y o rk  T im e s so m e  d a y , w h ic h  th e  d ru g g is t w ish es  v e ry  m u c h , a s N e w  Y o rk  is  

p le n ty  fa r  a w ay . T h is  is  v e ry ' w e ll ta k e n , a n d  th e  n e w sp a p e n n a n  re a liz e s  th a t  h e  isn 't  o n  to p  a s  y e t.

“L is ten ,” sa y s O ’M a lle y , “ w h y  d o n ’t y o u  ta k e  a  fe w  o f  th e m a g a z in e s o ff  th e  ra ck ?  I t w o u ld n 't 

h a v e  to  b e  m a n y . A n d  th e n  w e  c o u ld  g e t  a lo n g  f in e .”

“ N o . I a m  n o t g o in g  to  d o  it . N o  o n e  is g o in g  to  te ll m e h o w  to  ru n  m y  d ru g  s to re . N o w  if  y o u  

w o u ld  p le a se  n o t  b o th e r  m e . I  w o u ld  lik e  to  d e a l w ith  so m e  c u s to m e rs  th a t I lik e .”

R e a liz in g  th a t th is is n o t th e  n ig h t fo r c o n v e rsa tio n . O ’M a lle y le a v e s th e  s to re . T h e  n e x t th in g  I 

k n o w . I a m  b e in g  c a lle d  b y  M rs. O ’M a lle y , w h o  sa y s th a t O 'M a lle y  h a s m e t w ith  a se rio u s a c c id e n t. I  

w o n d e r  ju s t h o w  b a d  it is . a n d  I a m  v e ry  w o rrie d  a s I h u n y o v e r  to  h is h o u se . W h e n  I g e t th e re  h e  is a ll 

b a n d a g ed  u p . H e  re la te s  to  m e  th e  fo llo w in g .



" I t’s n o t se rio u s , F a th er . I w a s  o n  m y  w a y  h o m e  to n ig h t a n d  sa y in g  th e  R o sary , a n d  I  w a s  o n  th e  

th ird  so rro w fu l m y ste ry  a n d  w o n d e rin g  a n d  im a g in in g  h o w  p a in fu l it  m u st h a v e  b e e n  fo r  C h ris t  to  h a v e  H is  

h e a d  c ro w  n e d  w ith  th o rn s . A ll o f  a  su d d e n  I  k n e w  so m eth in g  o f  w h a t H e  fe lt. T h e re  w a s  a n  a w fu l c ra sh  o n  

m y  h e a d . I sa w  th e  b rig h tn e ss  o f  H e av e n . T h a t’s  a ll I  re m em b e r.”

W e  b o th  a g ree  th a t th is  is  th e  w a y  th e  d ru g g is t h a s  o f  te llin g  h im  n o t to  b e  to o  a p o s to lic , b e c a u se  

O ’M a lley  is n o t in  a n y b o d y ’s  h a ir  a t th e  tim e  e x c e p t th e  d ru g g is t ’s —  w h ic h  is  m o st u n u su a l. I a m  a ll fo r  

c a llin g  th e  p o lic e  a n d  te llin g  th e m  a ll a b o u t  th is , a n d  te llin g  th e m  th e  w a y  th e  f in g e r  o f  su sp ic io n  p o in ts , b u t 

th e  n e w sp a p erm a n  sa y s n o , th a t h e  w o u ld  lik e  to  th in k  th in g s o v e r  f irs t. I d o n ’t u n d ers ta n d  th is , b u t it is  

O ’M a lle y ’s  h e a d , so  I  f ig u re  h e  c a n  d o  a b o u t  it  a s  h e  w a n ts  to .

X X V II

T H E  P R IE S T H O O D  h a s its u p s  a n d  d o w n s. W h e n  J im m y  S m ith  g o e s  a w a y  to  b e  a  p rie st it  is  u p  

fo r m e . O u r L o rd  sa id  th a t th e h a rv e st w a s g re a t b u t th e la b o re rs  fe w . I f ig u re  th a t b e s id e s b e in g  a  g o o d  

h a rv e s te r  y o u rse lf, a b o u t th e n e x t b e s t tilin g  is  to  g o  a ro u n d  lo o k in g  fo r h a rv e s te rs . N o w  I a m  n o t p ro u d  

e n o u g h  to  th in k  th a t it w a s I a lo n e th a t g o t J im m y to  g o  a w a y a n d  b e a p rie s t, b u t I f ig u re th a t I h ad  

so m e th in g  to  d o  w ith  it . A n d  so  th e d a y  th a t J im m y  g o e s a w ay , I a m  p re tty  m u c h  u p . I g iv e h im  so m e  

c h o ice  a d v ic e . I te ll h im  to  c o n c e n tra te  o n  th e  L a tin , a n d  th a t if  h e  d o e s  th is , th e y  m ig h t n o t c a re  to o  m u c h  

if  h e  c o u ld n ’t  f ig u re  o u t  p ro b le m s  lik e  X  g o in g  Y  h o u rs, a n d  so  fo r th , w h ic h  c o m es  in  a lg eb ra , a n d  w h ic h  I  

n e v e r  c o u ld  g e t. I te ll h im  to  p ra y  a  lo t a n d  a sk  G o d  fo r  h e lp , a s  I f ig u re  G o d  c a n  d ire c t h im  a  little  b e tte r  

th a n  I c a n . I  te ll h im  n o t to  w  o rry ' a b o u t s tu ff, b e c a u se  G o d  w ill ta k e  v e ry  g o o d  c a re  o f  h im .

W h e n  J im m y  g o e s a w ay . M r. a n d  M rs. S m ith  a rc  th e re , a n d  th e y  a re  v e ry  h a p p y . A fte r h a v in g  

liv ed  so  m u c h  o f  th e ir  life , th e y  f ig u re  it is  w  o n d e rfu l  th a t th e ir  o n ly  su rv iv in g  c h ild  is  g o in g  in  fo r  G o d  o n e  

h u n d re d  p e r  c e n t. M r. S m ith  sa y s  to  m e . "T h is  life  isn ’t to o  m u c h . I ’m  a w fu lly  g la d  th a t J im m y  is  w o rk in g  

fo r  th e  n e x t  o n e . H e ’s  g o t  a  b ig  a d v an ta g e  o n  u s  w h o  w o rk  in  th e  w o rld . W e  c a n  g e t so  tie d  u p  w ith  m a k in g  

a  liv in g  th a t w e  fo rg e t w h a t w e  a re  h e re  fo r . T h is  is  th e  b e s t th in g  th a t e v e r  h a p p en e d  to  u s .”  I  th in k  th is  is  

v e ry ' w o n d e rfu l, b e c a u se  I  k n o w ' h o w  m u c h  M r. S m ith  is  g o in g  to  m iss  J im m y , a s  th ey h a v e  b e e n  su c h  g o o d  

p a ls .

L ittle S h e ila S la tte ry ' is th e re to o . S h e liv e s tw o s tre e ts o v e r fro m  J im m y , a n d  k in d  o f h a s a  

s tru g g le , p ra y in g  th a t J im m y  w ill m a k e  a  g o o d  p rie st, b e c a u se  sh e  lik e s th e  id e a  o f  J im m y  b e in g  a ro u n d . 

J im m y  n e v e r  p a y s  m u c h  a tten tio n  to  h e r , e x c e p t  th a t w  h e n  d re re  isn ’t a n y  o f  th e  g a n g  a ro u n d , h e  m ig h t ta lk  

to  h e r  fo r  a  w h ile , b u t h e  d id  th in k  sh e  w a s  a  v e ry  n ic e  g ir l —  a lth o u g h  h e  d o e sn ’t  c a re  a b o u t g ir ls  a t a ll, h e  

sa y s . L ittle S h e ila  sh e d s  a  fe w  te a rs , b u t it is o .k ., b e c a u se  e v ery  b o d y  e lse  is  c ry in g , to o . S o m e  p e o p le  ta lk  

a s if J im m y is g o in g  a w a y to p riso n , b e c a u se th e y d o n ’t se e m  to re a liz e th a t b o y s c a n  w a lk  o u t o f  

se m in a rie s  ju s t  lik e  a n y  o th e r  b u ild in g .

I so rt o f  fo rg e t a b o u t J im m y , w h a t w ith  a ll th e  o th e r  s tu ff  th a t is  r ig h t  a t  h a n d , e x c e p t  w h e n  I  w rite  

le tte rs  to  h im  a n d  h e  w rite s  to  m e . M o st o f  th e  le tte rs  a re  a b o u t th e  sa m e  a s  a ll le tte rs . W e  b o th  sa y  th a t w e  

c a n ’t th in k  o f  m u c h  to  sa y , a n d  th e re fo re  o n ly  c o v e r a b o u t o n e  s id e  o f  a  p a g e . B u t o n e  d a y  I g e t a  le tte r  

fro m  J im m y  th a t d o e sn ’t  so u n d  v e ry  g o o d . I t sa y s :

"D ea r  F a th e r , I  a m  d o in g  p re tty  w e ll in  m y  s tu d ie s . L a tin  is  o .k ., E n g lish  is  o .k ., h is to iy  is  o .k ., a n d  

a lg e b ra  is  p re tty  n e a r  o .k . B a seb a ll  is  d e lu x e  b u t th e re  a re  a  fe w  o th e r  th in g s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  b u ild in g  u p . I  

p u ts  a  little  h a rm le ss  sn a k e  in  o n e  o f  th e  k id s ’ b e d s  th e  o th e r  n ig h t, a n d  th e  re c to r  d o e s  n o t  th in k  it  is  fu n n y , 

w h ic h  I a g ree  a fte r h e  ta lk s it o v e r  w ith  m e . I sa y  a  fe w  w ise  th in g s  in  c lass , w h ic h  I th o u g h t  v e ry  fu n n y , 

b u t I d o n ’t  th in k  th e y  a re  fu n n y  n o w  th a t h e  h a s  ta lk ed  th e m  o v e r  w ith  m e . T h e  la s t  tim e  h e  c a lls  m e  in , h e  

a sk s m e  if  I th in k  th a t a ll h e  h a s  to  d o  is to  ta lk  to  m e . I se e  Ir is p o in t, a n d  I te ll h im  so , b u t h e  g iv e s  m e  

p re tty  m u c h  o f  a  g o in g -o v e r . I h o p e  th a t th e se  tilin g s  w  ill n o t h u rt m y c h a n c es  o f  b e in g  a  p rie st, b e c a u se  I  

w a n t to  b e  o n e  m o re  th a n  e v e r  n o w . S a y  a  p ra y e r  fo r  m e  th a t I w o n ’t  g e t in to  so  m u c h  tro u b le . Y o u  w ill b e  

g la d  to  h e a r  th a t I  h a v e  m a d e  th e  b a se b a ll te a m  a n d  a m  b a ttin g  fo u r  h u n d re d , w h ic h  is  th e  h ig h e st. T h e  o n ly  

th in g  is  th a t I a m  n o t o n  th e  b a seb a ll te a m  a n y  m o re , a s th e  tro u b le  I h a v e  g o tte n  in to  h a s p u t m e  o ff  th e  

te am , b u t  I  d e se rv e  it .”

A m o n g  th e  v is ito rs  fo r o u r  F o rty  H o m s  D e v o tio n  is  th e  re c to r o f  th e  m in o r se m in a ry . I a m  v e ry  

n ic e  to  th e  re c to r  th is  e v e n in g , a n d  a fte r a  w h ile  I  g e t h im  a lo n e  to  h a v e  a  fe w  w o rd s  a b o u t  J im m y . I  w o u ld  

lik e  to  k n o w  v e ry m u c h  w  h a t  h e  th in k s  o f  J im m y , w h ic h  I im ag in e  isn ’t  v e ry m u c h .



H e  re la te s  to  m e  th e  fo llo w in g , “ J im m y  S m ith  h a s  b e e n  g e ttin g  in to  a  lo t  o f  tro u b le  la te ly . S o m e  o f  

th e  p ries ts  a re  v e iy  c o n c ern ed  a b o u t  h im .”

I fe e l th a t th is  is  v e ry  b a d , s in c e  if  J im m y  c a n  s tir  u p  so  m u c h  c o m m e n t in  su c h  a  sh o rt tim e , h is  

c h a n c e s o f  g o in g  th e  ro u te , a s th e y  sa y  in  b a se b a ll, a re  v e ry  lim ite d . H e  w ill b e  lu c k y  to  m a k e  th e  th ird  

in n in g .

H o w e v e r, th e  re c to r  g o e s  o n . “ I lik e  J im m y . H e  is  v e n  im p e tu o u s  a n d  fu ll o f  life , b u t h e  h a s  a  lo t  

o f  fa ith . H e is m o re o r le s s th e  k in d  o f  b o y  F a th e r M a llo y  m u st h a v e  b e en . H e  tr ie s h is  b e s t to  g e t h is  

s tu d ie s . H e  sp en d s  a  lo t o f  tim e  in  th e  c h a p e l ta lk in g  to  G o d . A n d  th e re  isn ’t a  b o ld  o r  p ro u d  b o n e  in  h is  

b o d y . W h e n  I ta lk  to  h im , h e  te lls  m e  h e  w ill d o  b e tte r , a n d  I a m  su re  h e  m e an s  it . I h a v e  b e e n  s tem  w ith  

h im , b u t I th in k  th a t h e  is a  g ran d  b o y . I d o n ’t  th in k  th a t  y o u  w ill h a v e  to  w o rry  to o  m u c h  a b o u t J im m y , 

F a th e r . B u t, o f  c o u rse , I  d o n ’t  w a n t  y o u  to  te ll h im  th e se  th in g s .”

T h is  g iv e s  m e  g re a t re lie f. A n d  th a t  n ig h t  I  a m  n o t  h e s ita n t  to  te ll  th e  L o rd  th a t, if  H e  d o e sn ’t  m in d  

m e  sa y in g  so , I se e  e y e  to  e y e  o n  J im m y  w ith  H im , a n d  th a t  I  a m  su re  h e  w ill m a k e  a  g o o d  h a rv e ste r in  th e  

L o rd ’s  v in ey a rd .

X X V III

A  F E W  N IG H T S  a fte r O ’M a lle y is h it o n  th e h e ad , Jac k  T h o rn to n  c o m es to  m e lo o k in g  v e ry  

u p se t, a n d  w a n ts  to  ta lk  to  m e  v e ry  b a d ly . I m e n tio n  to  h im  th a t I th in k  h e  lo o k s  v e ry  b a d  a n d  c o n c e rn e d  

a b o u t  so m e th in g , a n d  I  a sk  h im  w h a t is  o n  h is  m in d .

H e  te lls  m e  th a t  h e  is  in  lo v e , w h ic h  m a k es  m e  u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  h e  lo o k s  so  b a d . A n d , o f  c o u rse , it 

is  M a ry  M a rtin , w h ic h  I  a m  v e ry  g la d  to  h e a r .

H o w e v e r, h e  sa y s , “T h is is  th e  c a tch , F a th e r . I d o n ’t  th in k  th a t sh e  lo v e s  m e . I to ld  h e r  la s t n ig h t  

th a t  I  w a s  in  lo v e  w ith  h e r , a n d  sh e  sa id  th a t  a lth o u g h  sh e  th in k s  I  a m  v e ry  w o n d erfu l, sh e  is  n o t  so  su re  th a t 

sh e  w a n ts  to  m a rry  m e .”

“ Ja c k ,”  I sa y , “ I su p p o se  y o u  k n o w  th a t  I  th in k  a  lo t  o f  M a ry . I  th in k  th a t a n y o n e  w h o  m a rrie s  h er  

w ill  b e  v e iy  lu c k y  in d e e d . S h e  lo v e s  G o d  v e ry  m u c h . L ik e  m o st  c o n v e rts , sh e  lo v e s  o u r  re lig io n  v e ry  m u c h , 

a n d  sa c rif ic e s fo r  it . H e re  is  m y  a d v ic e  to  y o u . T a k e  h e r  to  c h u rc h  w ith  y o u . L e n t is  ju s t  b e g in n in g . G o  to  

C o m m u n io n  a n d  M a ss  to g e th e r  —  e v e ry  d a y  if  p o ss ib le . I  b e lie v e  th a t if  it  is  th e  w ill  o f  G o d , th is  w ill  m a k e  

it  w o n d e rfu l  fo r  b o th  o f  y o u .”

T h e  n e x t  th in g  I  k n o w , b o th  Ja c k  a n d  M a ry  a re  g o in g  to  M a ss  e v e ry  d a y . I  te ll  th e  L o rd  th a t  I  d o n ’ t 

w a n t to  fo rc e  H is h a n d , b u t th a t if  H e  w a n ts  to  k n o w  w h a t I th in k  o f  th e  tw o  o f  th e m  g e ttin g  m a rrie d , I  

th in k  th a t  it  w o u ld  b e  v e ry  w o n d e rfu l  fo r  th e m  a n d  fo r  th e  C h u rc h .

O n e  d a y , a c c id e n ta lly  o n  p u rp o se , I  m e e t M a ry  o u ts id e  o f  c h u rc h . I  te ll h e r  I  a m  v e ry  p ro u d  o f  h er  

fo r  g o in g  to  M a ss  e v e ry  d a y , a n d  th a t p e rh a p s  G o d  w ill g iv e  m e  a  g o o d  m a rk  o n  th e  r ig h t s id e  o f  th e  le d g e r  

fo r  b e in g  th e  p ries t  w h o  in s tru c ted  h e r  in  th e  F a ith . I m e n tio n  th a t I h a v e  see n  th a t sh e  a n d  Jac k  a re  se e in g  

q u ite  a  lo t  o f  e a c h  o th e r , a n d  1  w o n d e r  w h a t sh e  th in k s  o f  h im .

S h e  sa y s, “ I  lik e  Jac k  v e ry  m u c h , F a th e r . Y o u  k n o w  th a t h e  is  th e  o n e  w h o  su g g e s te d  th a t  w e  g o  to  

M a ss  e v e ry  d a y . H e  s to p s  fo r  m e  b e fo re  w e  b o th  g o  to  w o rk . I  w a s  n e v e r  h a p p ie r  in  m y  w h o le  life . I t’s  h a rd  

g e ttin g  u p  in  th e  m o rn in g , b u t re c e iv in g  C h ris t in  H o ly  C o m m u n io n  re a lly  m a k es  th e  d a y  w o n d e rfu l. I t  u se d  

to  b e  th a t th in g s  lo o k e d  th e  w o rs t in  th e  m o rn in g , b u t n o w  I lo o k  fo rw ard  to  th e m o rn in g  a n d  re c e iv in g  

C h ris t in  H o ly  C o m m u n io n .

“F a th e r,” sh e  c o n tin u es , “w e  h a v e  o u r  b re ak fa st  to g e th e r  e v e ry  m o rn in g  b e fo re  w e  g o  to  w o rk . I t 

isn 't m u c h  —  ju s t a  c u p  o f  c o ffe e  a n d  a  ro ll a t so m e  re s ta u ra n t —  b u t I n e v e r h a d  so  m u c h  fu n  ta lk in g  in  

m y  w h o le  life . W e  ta lk  a b o u t h o w  m a n y  c h ild re n  p a re n ts sh o u ld  h a v e . W e  ta lk  a b o u t h o w  a  lo t o f  p e o p le  

d o n 't w a n t th e m , a n d  h o w  w e  w a n t  ju s t a s m a n y  a s G o d  w ill se n d  u s . W e  ta lk  a b o u t h o w  p e o p le  sh o u ld  

ra ise  th e ir  c h ild re n , a n d  h o w  th e y  o u g h t  to  p ra y  w ith  th e m . W e  h a v e  a  w o n d e rfu l  tim e .”

I a sk  h e r  a b o u t  D a le  A n d e rso n , a n d  sh e  sa y s  th a t sh e  th in k s  o f  h im  a  lo t  b u t th a t sh e  w o u ld  n e v e r  

m a n y ' h im . T h e re  is  to o  g re a t a  d iffe re n ce  in  th e ir  re lig io u s  v ie w s. T h e y  w o u ld n ’t  b e  h a p p y . H e r  re lig io n  is  

to o  m u c h  a  p a rt o f  h e r  n o w . I  a m  in d e e d  v e iy p le a se d  w ith  th e  w a y  th a t  th in g s  a re  w o rk in g  o u t, a n d  I  d o n ’t 

th in k  th a t Jac k  n e ed  b e  to o  c o n c ern e d .

M a iy  te lls  m e  th a t Ja c k  h a s a  p re tty  g o o d  jo b . S h e sa y s th a t th e  b o ss lik e s h im  a n d  th a t h e  w ill 

p ro b a b ly  g e t  a  ra ise  a n y  d a y  n o w . S h e  sa y s  th a t in  h e r  o p in io n  Jac k  is  a b o u t th e  m o st  w o n d erfu l  b o y  in  th e  



w o rld . H e  is  so  w ise , so  g e n tle  a n d  so  k in d , a n d  sh e  ju s t  lo v e s  to  h e a r  h im  ta lk . H e  h a s  so  m u c h  to  sa y . S h e  

sa y s  th a t I a m  v e ry  in te re s tin g  to o , b u t  th is  is  so rt o f  a n  a fte rth o u g h t.

X X IX

O N E  N IG H T  th e  d ru g g is t c a lls m e  u p  a n d  sa y s in  a  v e ry  p le a sa n t v o ic e  th a t h e  w o u ld  lik e  to  se e  

m e so m e tim e . H e sa y s th a t h e w o u ld  th in k  it v e ry  n ic e if  O ’M a lley  a n d  m y se lf  w o u ld  s to p  in . B e in g  

su sp ic io u s  b y  n a tu re . I a m  a  b it a fra id , b u t  O ’M a lley  sa y s  th a t h e  k n o w s  n o th in g  w ill  b e  w ro n g . I  h o p e  th a t 

if  m a rty rd o m  is  e v e r  to  b e  m y  lo t, G o d  w ill  g iv e  m e  th e  g ra c e  to  g o  th ro u g h  w ith  it , b u t  I  d o n ’t  lik e  th e  id e a  

o f  w a lk in g  r ig h t in to  it . H o w e v e r, if  O ’M a lley  w a n ts  to  g o  d o w n  to  th e  d ru g g ist ’s a n d  g e t s lu g g e d  a g a in , I  

d e c id e  to  g o  w ith  h im . A n y w a y , m y  fu n era l w o u ld  b e  q u ite  th e  tir in g  a s  I  w o u ld  h a v e  d ie d  fo r  th e  F a ith .

W h en  w e  g o  in to  th e  s to re , I  ju s t w a n d e r  a ro u n d  lo o k in g  a t m e rc h a n d ise a n d  n o tic in g  th a t th e re  

a ren 't a n y  b a d  m a g az in e s  a t  a ll. S in ce  it  w a s  O ’M a lle y ’s  id e a  to  g o  m o re  th a n  m in e , I  le t  h im  g o  u p  a n d  ta lk  

to  th e  d ru g g is t. I se c  th a t th e  d ru g g is t  is  a ll sm ile s , b u t I re m em b e r th a t so  w a s  H itle r  w h e n  h e  w a lk e d  in to  

A u str ia . F in a lly , I a m  in v ite d  o v e r , a s  th e  d ru g g is t  w a n ts  to  ta lk  to  m e  to o . H e  te lls  O ’M a lley  a n d  m y se lf  to  

lo o k  a t th e  m a g a z in e  ra c k , w h ic h  w e  d o , a n d  w e  se e  th a t th e re  is  so m e  v e ry  w o n d e rfu l lite ra tu re  th e re , a n d  

th a t n o  o n e  c o u ld  q u a rre l w ith  it  n o w . W e  lo o k  v e ry p le a se d , a n d  th e  d ru g g is t  re la te s  th e  fo llo w in g :

‘Ύ ο η  d id  to  m e  ju s t w h a t I d e serv e d . M y m o th e r d ie d  a b o u t a  m o n th  a g o . I 'v e d o n e a lo t o f  

th in k in g  s in c e  th e n . S h e  w a s  a  w o n d e rfu l w o m a n . T h e  m in is te r  th a t g a v e  th e  little  ta lk  to ld  h o w  sh e  n e v e r  

d id  a n y th in g  to  h u rt a n y o n e  in  h e r  w h o le  life . H e  sa id  th a t sh e  w a s  a  v e ry  u n u su a l w o m a n  in  a  w o rld  o f  

w ic k ed n e ss . H e  to ld  h o w  w ic k e d  p e o p le  w e re  to d a y , a n d  h o w  th e y  d id n ’t  k e e p  th e  C o m m an d m e n ts  o f  G o d . 

H e  to ld  h o w  m e n  w e re n 't k e ep in g  th e  so lem n  p ro m ises  o f  th e ir  m a rria g e s , h o w  lo o se  th e  w o rld  h a d  g o tten  

a n d  h o w  so ft. H e  sa id  th a t m y  m o th er  w a s  a  c re d it to  h e r  fa m ily  a n d  to  h e r G o d . H e  to ld  u s  th a t  w e  c o u ld  

w e ll im ita te  h e r . H e  sa id  th a t if  th e  w o rld  d id n ’t s in  so  m u c h , th e re  w o u ld n ’t  b e  so  m u c h  tro u b le  in  it . H e  

sa id  th a t  if  p e o p le  k e p t  th e  la w  o f  C h ris t a n d  lo v e d  o n e  a n o th er  a n d  re sp e c te d  th e  r ig h ts  o f  o n e  a n o th e r , th a t 

it  w o u ld  b e  a  p re tty  d e c e n t  p la c e  to  liv e  in .

“ I  b e g a n  to  th in k  o f  a ll th e  h a rm  I h a d  d o n e . O h , I  w a s  p re tty  d e c e n t  m y se lf . B u t  th e  s tu ff  th a t  I le t 

p e o p le  b u y  fro m  m e ! I th o u g h t w h a t a  so n  I  h a d  b e e n  to  su c h  a  g o o d  m o th e r. T h a t is  th e  re a so n  th a t I  h a v e  

c lea n ed  u p  m y  s to re , a n d  I a m  v e ry  g la d  th a t  y o u  h e lp e d  b rin g  m e  to  m y  se n se s . I  a m  v e ry  so rry  a b o u t w h a t  

h a p p e n e d  to  y o u . M r. O ’M a lle y , a n d  y o u  a n d  y o u r  fa m ily  c a n  c o m e  in  h e re  a n y  tim e  fo r  a n y th in g , a n d  th e re  

w o n ’t  b e  a n y  c h a rg e  a t  a ll fo r  w h a te v er  y o u  g e t.”

H e  th e n  in v ite s  u s  to  s it d o w n  a n d  h a v e  so m e th in g  o n  th e  h o u se . I  w o u ld  lik e  v e ry  m u c h  to  h a v e  a  

so d a , b u t h e  w ill h e a r  n o th in g  o f  th is , a s  so d a s  a re  n o t e x p e n siv e  e n o u g h , a n d  so  I  h a v e  a  b a n a n a  sp lit, e v e n  

w ith  a  c h erry  o n  to p .

O U T  O F  T H E  C a th o lic  A c tio n  g ro u p , Ja c k  T h o rn to n  a n d  O ’M a lle y  a re  th e  m o st a c tiv e . T h e y  h a v e  

b e c o m e  v e ry ' fr ien d ly . I su p p o se  th e y  se e m o re o f  o n e  a n o th er th a n  e v e n  I d o . A fte r th e  m e e tin g s o f  th e  

C a th o lic A c tio n  c e ll, th e y  k e e p  o n  c a rry in g  o n  th e  c o n v e rsa tio n , u su a lly  a t so m e  re p u ta b le  ta v e rn , w h e re  

th e y  h a v e  a  c o u p le  o f  b e ers . I g u e ss  th e y  c o v e r  a b o u t a ll o f  th e  C a th o lic  th e o lo g y  a t o n e  tim e  o r  a n o th e r. In  

fa c t m a n y  tim es  th e y  a re  o n  th e  v e rg e  o f  g e ttin g  to sse d  o u t o f  a  ta v e rn  fo r  ta lk in g  so  lo u d ly . B u t th e y  h a v e  

b e g u n  to  th in k  v e ry  se r io u s ly  a b o u t  so m e  o f  th e  p re ssin g  p ro b le m s  o f  C h ris tia n ity .

M o stly  th e y  c o m e  c lo se  to  g e ttin g  to sse d  o u t o f  p la c e s  o n  th e ir  e ars  w h e n  th e y  a re  ta lk in g  a b o u t 

ju v e n ile  d e lin q u e n cy . O 'M a lle y  g e ts  so  lo u d  th a t o th e r  p e o p le  c a n ’t  h e a r  w h a t th e y  a re  sa y in g . H e  h a s  d o n e  

a  lo t o f  th in k in g  o n  th is , a n d  w h e n  h e  c a n 't th in k  o f  a n y th in g  e lse  to  w rite  a  c o lu m n  a b o u t, h e  d a sh e s o n e  

o ff  o n  ju v e n ile  d e lin q u e n c y . O n e  d a y  w h e n  ta lk in g  to  Jac k  h e  m e n tio n s  th a t th e  tro u b le  w ith  fa m ilie s  to d a y  

is  th a t to o  m a n y  p e o p le  a re  h a n g in g  a ro u n d  ta v ern s  a n d  le a v in g  th e ir  fa m ilie s  to  sh ift  fo r  th e m se lv es . A n d  

th e n  h e  re m em b e rs  th a t h e  is  o n e  o f  th o se  g u y s  w h o  a re  in  a  ta v e rn , a n d  h e  sa y s  th a t h e  n e v e r  th o u g h t a b o u t 

it , a n d  so  h e  m a k es a  re so lu tio n  to  ju s t g o  in  o n c e  a  w e e k , u n less  th e re  is so m e th in g  v e ry  p re ssin g  to  b e  

ta lk e d  o u t. a n d  th e n  b e c a u se  it  is  sp e c ia l h e  w ill  d o  it tw ice  a  w e ek .



O n e  o f  th e  tilin g s  th a t h e  a n d  Jac k  T h o rn to n  d e c id e  to  d o  is  to  v is it a  p lan n e d  p a re n th o o d  m e e tin g  

a n d  se e  ju s t  w h a t th e y  h a v e  to  sa y  a b o u t th in g s . T h e y  g o  in  a n d  lis te n  to  m a n y  ta lk s a b o u t th e  c u rse  o f  b ig  

fa m ilie s , a n d  h o w  k id s in  th e se fa m ilie s n e v e r g e t a n y th in g  o u t o f  life , a n d  h o w  th e ir  p a re n ts  h a v e  g iv e n  

th e m  a  d ir ty ' d e a l. T h e y  se e m  to  th in k  th a t p e o p le  sh o u ld  b e  su re  th a t th e ir  k id s  g e t a  c o lle g e  e d u c a tio n  a n d  

a  c a r a n d  a  fe w  d io u sa n d  b u c k s to  s ta r t life , a n d  if  th e ir  p a re n ts  d o n 't g iv e  th e m  th is , th e y  a re  d o w n rig h t  

sc u m .

Ja c k a n d O ’M a lle y a re v e ry d isg u s ted  w ith  th e re aso n in g  o f th e se p e o p le a n d  k n o w  th a t th e  

s e lec tio n  o f  c a ses is o f  m e n  a n d  w o m en  w h o  h a v e a b so lu te ly n o  re sp o n s ib ility , a n d  th a t th e y  d o n ’t sa y  

a n y th in g  a b o u t th e  fru g a l p e o p le  lik e  Ja ck 's  a n d  O ’M a lle y ’s  fo lk s  w h o  ra ise d  v e ry  f in e  a n d  b ig  fa m ilie s  o n  

o n ly  a  fe w  b u c k s . O ’M a lley  k n o w s  h o w  to  g e t  th e  f lo o r, a s  h e  lia s  g o tte n  it in  e v e ry  d iscu ss io n  in  th e  p a s t  

tw e n ty  y e a rs , a n d  a lw ay s  h a s  so m eth in g  to  say .

O 'M a lle y  a sk s  in  a  v e ry  p o lite  v o ic e , w h ic h  h e  u se s  o n  o c c as io n , if  th e  p e o p le  b e lie v e  in  th e  B ib le .  

T liis  th e y  d o , b e c a u se  th e  m e etin g  is  h e ld  in  a  C h ris tia n  c h u rc h , w h ic h  is  h a v in g  a  little  tro u b le  m a k in g  e n d s  

m e e t  a n d  th e re fo re  h ire s  th e  h a ll o u t  to  th e  p la n n ed  p a ren th o o d e rs . M o st o f  th e  p e o p le  h e re  p ro fe ss  th a t  th e y  

a re  v e iy  g o o d  C h ris tia n s , a s  th e y  sh o u ld  b e  in  a  C h ris tia n  c h u rch , a n d  a re  o n ly  lo o k in g  o u t  fo r  h e lp in g  p o o r  

a n d  u n fo rtu n a te  p e o p le .

O ’M a lley  th e n  sh o u ts o u t, “ In  th e  B o o k  o f  G e n es is  th e re  is  th e  s to ry  o f  a  m a n  n a m ed  O n a n  w h o  

p ra c tic ed  th e s in  o f  b ir th  c o n tro l. I t is s ta ted  in  th is b o o k , C h a p te r 3 8 , V e rse 1 0 , th a t ‘G o d  s le w  O n a n  

b e ca u se  h e  d id  a  d e te s tab le  th in g .’”

W e ll, e v e ry b o d y  is  in  q u ite  a  p a n ic , b e c a u se  th e  p la n n e d  p a re n th o o d e rs  d o n ’t  q u o te  th is  v e ry  o fte n . 

T h e y  re a lize  th a t th e y  n e v e r sh o u ld  h a v e  le t O ’M a lle y  g e t th e  f lo o r , a n d  th e y  a re  q u ite  p u t o u t th a t G o d  

w o u ld  h a v e  th e  n e rv e  to  sa y  su ch  a  th in g  a n d  th a t  H e  p u ts  th e m  in  q u ite  a n  e m b arrassin g  p o s itio n .

O f  c o u rse , O ’M a lle y  n e v e r  g e ts  th e  f lo o r  a g a in , a lth o u g h  h e  is  a lw a y s  w a v in g  h is  h a n d  in  th e  a ir . 

A n d  so  h e  is  f in ish e d  fo r  th e  e v e n in g . B u t  h e  sa y s  la te r , “ I  d id n ’t  c a re  m u c h  th a t I  d id n ’t  g e t  th e  f lo o r . T h e se  

p e o p le  w ill  n e v e r  fo rg e t  w h a t I sa id , b e c a u se  it  w a s  w h a t G o d  sa id . T h e y  w ill  fo rg e t a  lo t  o f  th e  o th e r  th in g s  

th a t w e re  sa id , b u t th e y  w o n ’t  fo rg e t w h a t I sa id .” A n d  th a t is p re tty  tru e , b e c a u se  th e y  a re  m o st o f  th e m  

C h ris tian s  a n d  h a v e  re sp e c t  fo r  th e  B ib le , a n d  w o n d e r  h o w  c o m e  G o d  sa id  th is .

Ja c k  T h o rn to n  is  o n  th e  o th e r s id e  o f  th e  ro o m  fro m  O ’M a lle y  b e c a u se  h e  h a d  th o u g h t  b e fo re h e  

c a m e  in  th a t p ro b a b ly  so o n e r  o r  la te r  O ’M a lle y  w o u ld  p o p  o ff , a n d  a n y o n e  w h o  w a s a sso c ia te d  w ith  h im  

w o u ld  b e o d io u s. M a ry  h a s in s is ted  o n  g o in g  w ith  h im , b e c a u se  th e y  g o  m o st e v ery w h ere  to g e th e r . H e  

f in a lly  su cc e ed s  in  g e ttin g  th e  f lo o r .

H e  sa y s  th a t h e  h a s  c o m e  fro m  a  b ig  fa m ily  a n d  th a t h is  d a d  d id n ’t  h a v e  m u c h  o f  a  jo b  a t a ll. H e  

sa y s  th a t if  h is  fa m ily  h a d  h e a rd  w h a t w a s  b e in g  ta lk ed  a b o u t, th e y  w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  h a d  h im , p ro b ab ly , w h ic h  

h e  th in k s  w o u ld  b e  a  v e ry  b a d  id e a , e sp e c ia lly  fo r  h im , a s  h e  lik e s liv in g  p re tty  m u c h . H e  sa y s h e  k n o w s  

th a t a  lo t o f  th e  p e o p le  th e re  a re  in te res te d  in  o th e r  p e o p le  a n d  w a n t th e m  to  h a v e  a  g o o d  life , b u t th a t h e  

th in k s  th e y  a re  b e in g  m is led . H e  sa y s  th a t G o d  h a s  b e e n  p re tty  g o o d  to  m e n . H e  g iv e s  th e m  w h a t th e y  h a v e  

to  e a t. H e  h a s  a rra n g e d  a ll th e  p la n e ts . H e  h a s  m a d e  th e  w o rld  a  ra th e r  n ic e  p la c e  to  liv e  in .

Ja c k  T h o rn to n  sa y s  th a t h e  th in k s  th is  m e e tin g  isn ’t  ju s t th e  th in g  th a t G o d  w o u ld  lik e , s in c e  it is  

u p  to  H im  to  sa y  w h o  is  g o in g  to  liv e  a n d  w h o  isn 't . H e  sa y s  th a t h e  th in k s  a  m e etin g  lik e  th is  is  to  s ta n d  u p  

to  G o d  a n d  te ll H im  th a t  H e  d o e sn ’t  k n o w  h o w  to  ru n  th e  w o rld , a n d  th a t  th is  is  v e ry  b a d  C h ris tia n ity . H e  

a d d s th a t th e  w a y  to  h e lp  th e  p o o r is n o t to  s to p  th e m  fro m  h a v in g  th e  jo y  o f  c h ild re n , b u t to  g e t so m e  

ju s tic e  in  th e  w o rld , so  th a t  th e y  w o n ’t  b e  so  p o o r  b u t w ill  h a v e  a  fa ir  sh a re  o f  th e  w e a lth .

W e ll, n o  o n e  is  v e ry  im p re sse d  w ith  h is  ta lk  a t a ll, e x c e p t M a iy , w h o  th in k s  it is  m o st b e a u tifu l, 

a n d  O ’M a lle y , w h o  th in k s  th a t m a y b e  a  ta lk  lik e  tliis  is  b e tte r  th a n  h is , s in c e  Jac k  T h o rn to n  g o t  to  ta lk  a  lo t 

lo n g e r  th a n  h e  d id . T h e  th ree  o f  th e m  w a lk  o u t a t th e  e n d  o f  th e  m e etin g , b u t n o  o n e  see m s  v e ry  e n th u se d  

o v e r  th e m . N o  o n e  a sk s  th e m  if  th e y  w o n ’t  p le a se  c o m e  b a c k  a t so m e  fu r th e r  d a te . T h e y  f ig u re  th a t th e y  a re  

ju s t  so m e  C a th o lic s  w h o  h a v e  lis te n e d  to  th e ir  p rie s ts  to o  lo n g .

X X X I

F IN A L L Y . IT  H A P P E N S  ju s t th e  w a y  a  lo t o f  p e o p le  th o u g h t it w o u ld . A ll th e  p e o p le  o f  E u ro p e  

a re k illin g  o n e  a n o th er b e c a u se  th e y  c a n ’t g e t a lo n g . W e A m e ric a n s  h o p e  th a t w e  w o n ’t g e t in to  it , b u t  

f in a lly , th e  d a y  b e fo re  th e  F e a s t o f  th e  Im m a c u la te  C o n c e p tio n  in  1 9 4 1 , th e  Ja p s  a ttac k  a n d  w e  d e c la re  w a r.



I t d o e sn ’t  m e an  a  w h o le  lo l to  m e , n o t  k n o w in g  w h a t w a r  is . I g o  in to  F a th er  T im  M a llo y ’s  ro o m  

a n d  te ll h im  a b o u t it . ju s t a s I w o u ld  te ll a b o u t th e c ity  d e c id in g  to  b u ild  a  b ig  b u ild in g . H e is te rrib ly  

a ffec ted . I t see m s  th a t h e  g ro w s a t le a st f iv e  y e a rs o ld e r . H e  sa y s, “ T h is is  g o in g  to  b e  te rrib le . W o n ’t  th e  

w o rld  e v e r  le a rn ? ”

S o o n , b o y s  a re  g o in g  a w ay  v e iy  fa s t. T o  th e  y o u n g , th is  is  ju s t  a  b ig  a d v e n tu re . O ffic e rs  a p p ea r  o n  

th e  s tree ts , a n d  p e o p le  sa y  th a t th e y  a re  c a p ta in s  o r  g e n e ra ls  w h e n  th e y  a re  o n ly  lie u ten a n ts . T h e  u n ifo rm s  

a p p e a l to  a  lo t  o f  p e o p le . A ll  th e  a tm o sp h e re  is  to  m a k e  y o u  th in k  th a t  w a r  isn ’t  b a d  a t  a ll, w h e n  it  is .

F a th e r H a n y  C a u le y , th e  v e iy  h a n d so m e  b o y  th a t O ’M a lle y ’s se c o n d  c o u s in  w e n t g a -g a  o v e r , is  

s till a  p a l o f  m in e , a lth o u g h  h e  is m u c h  m o re  fa m o u s  th a n  I . H e  h a s g a in e d  q u ite  a  re p u ta tio n  a ro u n d  th e  

d io c e se  fo r  b e in g  a  g o o d  p re a c h e r a n d  h a s d o n e  a  w o n d e rfu l  jo b  w ith  th e  k id s o f  h is  p a rish . O n e  d a y  h e  

in v ite s m e  o u t to  lu n d i w h ic h  is in d e e d  u n u su a l, b u t s in c e  h e  w ill p ro b a b ly  p a y  th e  b ill I a m  v e ry  g la d  to  

g o  o u t w ith  h im .

H e te lls m e th a t h e is c o n sid e rin g  v e ry  m u c h  a sk in g  th e B ish o p  if h e c a n  g o a w a y a n d  b e a  

c h a p la in . H e  sa y s  to  m e . “H o w  a b o u t  g o in g  d o w n  to  th e  B ish o p ’s  w ith  m e ? ”

I a m  a ll fo r  th is , s in c e  I h a v e  d o n e  a  g re a t d e a l o f  th in k in g  a b o u t w a r  la te ly . In  m y  b e d  a t n ig h t, I  

a m  th in k in g  h o w  n ic e  f irs t lie u te n an t ’s  b a rs  w o u ld  lo o k  o n  m e . I d o  n o t fe a r  th a t I w ill  b e  a n y  lo w e r  th a n  

th is , b e c a u se  th is  is  h o w  th e y  a ll s ta r t o u t. I  th in k  h o w  p ro u d  m y  m o th e r a n d  fa th e r  a n d  b ro th e rs a n d  s is te rs  

w ill b e  o f  m e , a n d  e v e n  m y  u n c les  a n d  a u n ts . I a m  v e ry  g la d  th a t H a rry  h a s  b ro u g h t th is  m a tte r  u p . I a lso  

th in k  th a t it w ill b e  n ic e  to  g iv e  m y  a ll fo r  th e  fo rc e s o f  A m erica  a n d  fo r G o d , b e c a u se  w e  a re  f ig h tin g  a  

te rr ib le  a n d  p a g a n  e n e m y . I  th in k  o f  h o w  w o n d e rfu l it  w ill  b e  to  d ie  fo r  th is , p ro v id e d  it  is  n o t  to o  p a in fu l.

I a sk  F a th e r T im  M a llo y  w h a t h e  th in k s  o f  th e  w h o le  th in g , a n d  h e  sa y s, “ G o  to  it , m y  b o y , a n d  

G o d  b le ss  y o u . If  I  w e re  y o u n g er , I  w o u ld  g o  m y self ."

H a rry  a n d  I  g o  in  to  se e  th e  B ish o p . I t  is  k in d  o f  a  fr ig h ten in g  e x p e rie n ce , a s  I  d o n ’t  se e  th e  B ish o p  

to o  o ften  b e ca u se  h e  is  a  b ig  a n d  im p o rta n t m a n . I a lso  k n o w  th a t h e  h a s  a  lo t o f  im p o rta n t p e o p le  to  se e , 

a n d  I n e v e r  g o  in  to  se e  h im  u n less  it is  so m e th in g  a  little  m o re  th a n  o rd in a ry . H e  is  v e iy  w o n d e rfu l to  u s  

a n d  sa y s  th a t h e  is  g la d  to  se e  u s . H a rty  d o e s  th e  ta lk in g . H e  sa y s  th a t w e  h a v e  c o m e  in  to  se e  a b o u t  b e in g  

c h a p la in s . T h e  B ish o p  sa y s  th a t m a n y  o f  th e  b o y s  h a v e  b e e n  in  to  se e  h im , a n d  h e  h a s a  lis t m u c h  lo n g e r  

th a n  h e  c a n  u se .

H e sa y s, “F a th e r C a u le y , I h a v e b e e n  th in k in g a b o u t a sk in g  y o u  to  g o  fo r a  lo n g  tim e . I w a s  

h o p in g  th a t y o u  w o u ld  v o lu n te e r .” T h e n  h e sa y s to  m e , “F a th e r , I a m  g o in g  to  p u t y o u r  n a m e  o n  th e  lis t, 

a n d  m a y b e  I  w ill c a ll  y o u  la te r o n .” A n d  I  f ig u re  th is  is  c u rta in s , a s I  w ill n o  d o u b t b e  a t th e  b o tto m  o f  th e  

lis t.

W e ll, I  fe e l ra th e r  b a d  th a t  h e  d o e sn ’t  se lec t  m e  r ig h t  o u t, a s  h e  d o e s  H a rry , b u t  I  c a n  se e  h is  p o in t. 

H a rry  is  a  g re a t  ta lk e r. H e  w ill  b e  a b le  to  te ll  th e  fe llo w s  ju s t  w h a t th e  L o rd  th in k s  o f  th in g s , a n d  h e  w ill b e  

a b le  to  k e e p  th e m  o n  th e  r ig h t  tra ck  m u c h  b e tte r  th a n  I . H e  is  a  little  o ld e r  th a n  I  a m , a n d  h e  lo o k s  m o re  lik e  

a  g e n e ra l th a n  I d o . In  a n  o ff ice r ’s  u n ifo rm  h e  w ill lo o k  r ig h t a t h o m e , b u t I w o u ld  lo o k  lik e  so m eb o d y  th a t 

sn e a k e d  in  th ro u g h  th e  b a c k  fe n ce . A n d  m a y b e  p e o p le  w ill b e  a rre s tin g  m e  a ll th e  tim e  fo r im p e rso n a tin g  

a n  o ff ic e r . T h e  B ish o p  re a lize s , I  g u e ss , th a t I  w a n t to  g o  to  w a r. b u t h e  d o e sn ’t a p o lo g ize  o r  sa y  h e  is  so rry , 

b e ca u se  h e  k n o w s  th a t I k n o w  th a t h e  is  d o in g  w h a t h e  th in k s is r ig h t. W h e n  w e  le a v e  th e  B ish o p ’s  o ffic e , 

H a rry  sa y s  th a t h e  is  so rry  th a t  I  d id n ’t m a k e  th e  g ra d e , b u t I sa y  th a t it isn ’t  to o  b a d , s in c e  I  w ill se rv e  G o d  

b e tte r  a t  h o m e  b e c a u se  I  w a n te d  to  g o  so  b a d ly , a n d  I  w ill  b e  d o in g  m o re  fo r  G o d  b y  s tay in g  a t h o m e .

T h e o n ly  tim e  th a t I g iv e m y  b lo o d  fo r th e se rv ic e o f  m y  c o u n try  is w h e n  th e  R e d  C ro ss ta k e s  

b lo o d  fro m  th e  p e o p le  fo r  th e  so ld ie rs . I g e t in  ju s t a s so o n  a s  th e y  s ta r t, b e c a u se  I  fe e l v e iy  p a trio tic . T h e y  

ta k e  m y  b lo o d , a n d  a s  I  a m  g o in g  o v e r  to  g e t  a  d o u g h n u t  a n d  a  c u p  o f  c o ffe e , w h ic h  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  g iv e s  

y o u  fo r  y o u r  tro u b le , I p a ss o u t lik e a  lig h t, a n d  w h e n  I c o m e  to  th e y  te ll m e  th a t th e y  th in k  I h a v e  d o n e  

e n o u g h  fo r  m y  c o u n try , a n d  th e y  f ig u re  th a t th e re  is  e n o u g h  b lo o d  in  th e  c o u n try  w ith o u t  m in e .

I g o  d o w n  to  th e  tra in  to  se e  H a rry ' C a u le y  o ff , a n d  I  fe e l v e ry  b u m  in  m y  b la ck  c lo th e s, s in c e  h e  

lo o k s  so  n ic e  in  h is  o ffic e r’s  u n ifo rm . B u t H a rry  is  q u ite  th e  fe llo w . I  g e t a  le tte r  fro m  a  so ld ie r  o n e  d a y . H e  

is in  th e sa m e c o m p an y  a s H a rry . a n d  h e  sa y s th a t th e  fe llo w s a re  re a lly in  H a rry ’s c o m er. H e  sa y s th a t 

H a rry  is  th e  m o st p o p u la r  m a n  in  th e  w h o le  o u tf it, a n d  th a t h e  d o e s  ju s t  w h a t e v e ry b o d y  e lse  d o e s  a n d  n e v e r  

g e ts a n y  fa v o rs  b e c a u se  h e  is  th e ir  m a n  o f  G o d . I c a n  se e  v e ry  re ad ily  th a t th e  B ish o p  w a s  r ig h t in  le ttin g  

m e  s ta y a n d  ta k e  c a re  o f  th e  sh e e p  a t h o m e .

O ’M a lle y  d o e sn 't h a v e  to  g o  o n  se v e ra l a c co u n ts , m o stly  p h y s ic a l. H e  h a s  v a rico se  v e in s , f la t fe e t, 

a n d  se v e ra l o th e r  th in g s  th a t m a k e  y  o u  w o n d e r  h o w  h e  is  s till liv in g  a n d  g e ttin g  a ro u n d , a lth o u g h  O ’M a lle y  

sa y s  th a t h e  fe e ls  ju s t  f in e . T h is  is  in d e e d  a  v e iy  g o o d  b re a k  fo r  M rs. O ’M a lle y  a n d  a ll th e  little  O ’M a lle y s , 



b e c a u se  O ’M a lley , if  h e  w a s g e ttin g  sh o t a t, w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  g e t m a d  a n d  s ta n d  u p  a n d  m a k e  a  sp ee c h  o n  

th e  e v ils  o f  w a r, a n d  g e t  a ll sh o t  u p , a n d  le a v e  a  w id o w  a n d  a  b u n c h  o f  fa th e rless  c h ild re n .

Ja c k  T h o rn to n  is g o n e  b e fo re w e h a rd ly  g e t a c cu s to m e d  to  th is b u sin ess  o f  w a r. H e is sh ip p e d  

a w a y  to  o ff ice r ’s c a n d id a te  sc h o o l a n d  w ill c erta in ly  b e  a n  o ff ice r m  n o  tim e a t a ll. M a ty  M a rtin  is a ll 

b u s te d  u p  a t th e  w a y  th e  w a r  w re c k s th e ir liv e s . T h e y  d e c id e n o t to  g e t m a rrie d  fo r th e  p re se n t. T h is is  

g o in g  to  p u t  th e m  b a c k  se v e ra l  y e a rs  —  y e a rs  th a t in  a  w a y  m u st  ju s t  b e  th ro w n  a w ay , y e a rs  o f  w a itin g . B u t  

M a ry is b ra v e , a s e v ery o n e h a s to  b e . W e  ju s t h a v e to  se e it th ro u g h , a n d  p ro b a b ly  it is w h a t w e h a v e  

c o m in g  to  u s  fo r  o u tra g in g  G o d  so  m u c h .

X X X II

T H IS  T IM E  B ill P re n d e rg a s t a n d  Jea n n ie  M c M u lle n  a re  m a rrie d , a n d  e v e n  p a re n ts . M a ry  M a rtin  

a n d  Jac k  T h o rn to n  h a d  s to o d  u p  fo r  th e m  b e fo re  Jac k  w e n t  to  w a r. T h e y  a re  ju s t  a s  h a p p y  a s  h a p p y  c a n  b e . 

B ill is  w ritin g  a  b o o k  a b o u t a  fe llo w  a n d  g ir l fa llin g  in  lo v e , w ith  a  lo t  o f  o th e r  d e ta ils  th a t h a v e  th e m  fa llin g  

in  lo v e a n d  o u t o f  it se v era l tim es  b u t f in a lly  m a k in g  th e g ra d e . B ill is d o in g  th is to  m a k e  a  little c a sh , 

b e ca u se  th e y  h a v e a  n e w  little so n  th a t th e y  h a v e n a m ed  Jo h n . H e is n a m ed  a fte r S t. Jo h n  th e  B a p tis t, 

b e ca u se  B ill d o e sn ’t  w a n t h im  to  tu rn  o u t  th e  w a y  h is  fa th e r  d id  w h e n  h e  w a s  y o u n g , a n d  th e y  f ig u re  th a t S t 

Jo h n  th e  B a p tis t, e v e ry  in c h  a  m a n , w ill se e  to  th is . H e  is a lso  n a m e d , se c o n d a rily , a fte r  h is  sp o n so r, Jac k  

T h o rn to n , a n d  Ja c k  d o e sn ’t m in d  a t a ll ru n n in g  se co n d  to  S t. Jo h n  th e  B a p tis t. V e ry  so o n  a fte r  th e  b a b y  is  

b o m , a n d  w h e n  th e y  d e c id e  a t th e  h o sp ita l th a t th e  c h ild  is s tro n g  e n o u g h  to  h a v e  th e  p a re n ts  ta k e  o v e r , I  

a m  a sk e d  to  b a p tiz e  it . T h e y  d o n ’t  w a n t  to  w a it v e ry  lo n g  to  h a v e  it b a p tize d , s in c e  so m eth in g  m ig h t  h a p p e n  

to  it . a n d  th e y  w a n t to  m a k e ‘su re  th a t if  so  it w ill g o  to  H e a v e n . T h e y  f ig u re  th a t so m eth in g  c o u ld  v e ry  

e a s ily  h a p p e n  to  it , a s  O ’M a lley  c a lls  u p  o n e  n ig h t a n d  sa y s  h e  is  c o m in g  o v e r  in  a  c o u p le  o f  w e e k s  to  se e  

th e  b a b y . T h e y  d e c id e , th e re fo re , th a t th e y  w ill g e t it b a p tiz e d  a s so o n  a s p o ss ib le , s in c e O ’M a lle y  is a s  

lik e ly  a s  n o t to  d ro p  it o n  its  h e a d . (Jo k e .)

L ittle  Jo h n  P re n d erg a st is  ju s t a  little  m ite  o f  a  m a n  w h e n  h e  c o m es  to  c h u rc h  th e  f irs t tim e  to  b e  

b a p tiz ed . H e is a b o u t a s re d  a s re d  c a n  b e . W h e n  I p u t o n  th e  s to le fo r th e  b a p tism , I fe e l v e ry  g o o d . I  

a lw ay s  fe e l  v e ry  g o o d  w h e n  I  p u t o n  th e  s to le . T h e  s to le  is  th e  m a in  v e s tm e n t  fo r  th e  p rie st. I t is  a  s ig n  th a t 

h e is g o in g  to d o  so m eth in g  v e ry  g re a t. T h e  p rie st a lw ay s w e a rs it w h e n  h e is o ffe r in g  M a ss , b rin g in g  

C h ris t in to th e w o rld . H e w e a rs it w h e n h e fo rg iv es s in s . H e w e a rs it w h e n  p e o p le a re a n o in te d  a n d  

p re p are d  to  d ie  a n d  fa c e  C h ris t. I a lw a y s fe e l th a t w h e n  a  p ries t h a s  o n  th e  s to le , h e  is  k in d  o f  lif te d  in  th e  

a ir a b o v e e v e ry b o d y  e lse . H e is th e  b rid g e  b e tw ee n  G o d  a n d  m a n . W h e n  y o u  h a v e th e s to le o n  y o u  a re  

d o in g  ju s t  w h a t C h ris t  w o u ld  b e  d o in g  if  H e  w e re  s till o n  e a rth . I t is  a  s ig n .

I t su re is g re a t to  b a p tiz e . W h e n  th e little  b a b ie s c o m e in to  th e  b a p tis try , I a lw a y s th in k  o f  th e  

w o rd s  o f  C h ris t: “ U n less  a  m a n  is  b o m  a g a in  o f  w a te r  a n d  th e  H o ly  S p ir it  h e  c a n n o t  e n te r in to  th e  K in g d o m  

o f  H e av e n .”  B y  a  s im p le  little  c e re m o n y , p o u rin g  w a ter  o v e r  th e  b a b y ’s  h e a d  a n d  sa y in g , “ I b a p tiz e  y o u  in  

th e  n a m e  o f  th e  F a th e r , th e  S o n  a n d  th e  H o ly  G h o s t,”  y o u  g iv e  title  to  e te rn a l life  w ith  G o d . I t see m s  p re tty  

h a rd  to  b e a t  th is  fo r  re a l liv in g  —  so  little  e ffo rt a n d  su c h  w o n d e rfu l re su lts . I  p u t sa lt in  little  Jo h n 's  m o u th  

a n d  sa y , “B e  th e  sa lt o f  th e  e a rth ,”  ju s t  a s  C h rist sa id . H e  se em s  to  lik e  it . T h e n  I c h a rg e  h im  to  g o  fo r th  a n d  

b e  sa v io r  fo r  a  w ic k e d  w o rld . I  p u t a  w h ite  c lo th  o n  h is  h e a d , sa y in g  th a t  n o w  little  Jo h n  is  p e rfe c t, a n d  th a t 

h e  sh o u ld  n e v e r  so il th is  w h ite  ro b e  b y  o ffen d in g  G o d . T h e se  a re  th in g s  th a t h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  s in c e  th e  tim e  

o f  C h ris t, w h o  in s tru c te d  H is  f irs t  p rie s ts , th e  A p o s tles , w h a t to  d o .

B u t n o t lo n g  a fte rw ard  B ill h a s  to  g o  to  w a r to o , le a v in g  h is  w ife  a n d  b a b y . I t is  te rrib ly  h a rd  fo r  

J e a n n ie  to  sa y  g o o d b y e , b u t  it  is  b e in g  d o n e  b y  a  lo t  o f  y o u n g  m o th e rs .

A lm o s t  b e fo re  w e  k n o w  it , o u r  b o y s a re  se n d in g  le tte rs  fro m  e v e ry  c o m e r  o f  th e  w o rld . T h e  h a n d  

o f  d e a th  s trik es  h e re  a n d  th e re , a n d  w e  ju s t liv e  a n d  p ra y  fo r  th o se  w e  lo v e . C h ris tian ity  th in k s  a  lo t o f  a  

h u m a n  life , a s is sh o w n  w h e n  it m a k es su ch  a  c e re m o n y  o v e r th e little b a b y  th a t G o d  se n t to  B ill a n d  

Jea n n ie . C h ris tia n s k n o w  th a t a  h u m a n  so u l is w o rth  m o re  th a n  a ll th e  w o rld . B u t p e o p le  th a t a re n ’t re a l 

C h ris tian s  d o n ’t  th in k  th is  w a y . M e n  a re  ju s t n u m b ers  to  th e m , a n d  so u ls  b y  th e  th o u sa n d s a re  h u rle d  in to  

e te rn ity  e v e ry  d a y . I t is  b y  fa r  th e  w o rs t w a r  th a t h a s  e v e r  h a p p e n e d , a n d  a  lo t o f  p e o p le  f ig u re  th a t G o d  is  

v e ry  p u t o u t  w ith  m e n , a n d  th a t  th is  is  a  w a rn in g  th a t  th e y  o n ly  h a v e  o n e  m o re  c h a n c e .

F a th e r H a rry  C a u le y  w rite s to  m e  v e n  o ften , I su p p o se  b e c au se  h e  fe e ls  b a d  th a t th e  B ish o p  d id  

n o t se n d  m e  to  w a r  a s  I  w a n te d . H e  is  in  th e  th ic k  o f  it . H e  te lls  m e  th a t  th e re  is  q u ite  a  b it  o f  w ic k ed n e ss  in  

th e  a rm y , a n d  th a t life  isn ’t  n o rm a l a t a ll. F e llo w s  a re  a ll  b y  th e m se lv es , a ll m ix e d  u p , g o o d  a n d  b a d , a w a y  



fro m  th e ir  g o o d  m o th e rs a n d  d a d s , a w ay  fro m  th e ir  g ir ls  th a t th e y  u se d  to  g o  to  c h u rc h  w ith . H e  sa y s  th a t 

so m etim e s it g e ts p re tty a w fu l, a n d  th a t fe llo w s  ju s t se e m  to  th in k  o f  to d a y . H e sa y s th a t h e  g e ts u p  a n d  

g iv e s  se rm o n s  o n  re a l h e -m an  s tu ff . H e  te lls  th e m  th a t C h rist sa id  o n  th e  la s t d a y  H e  w ill se p ara te  th e  sh e e p  

fro m  th e  g o a ts , a n d  to  th e  g o a ts  h e  w ill sa y , “D e p a rt fro m  m e  y e  c u rse d  in to  e v e rla s tin g  f ire ."  H e  te lls  th e m  

th a t G o d  is g o o d , b u t H e  w o n 't s tan d  fo r  th e m  b re a k in g  H is  la w . H e  sa y s . “Y o u  m ig h t b e  k ille d  a n y  tim e . 

D o  y o u  ‘w a n t to  b u m  in  H e ll fo re v e r, a fte r g o in g  th ro u g h  a ll th a t y o u  h a v e  g o n e  th ro u g h ? ”  H e  q u o te s S t. 

P a u l to  th e m  a n d  sa y s, "N eith e r a d u lte re rs n o r fo rn ic a to rs n o r lo v e rs o f so ft liv in g  w ill e n te r in to  th e  

k in g d o m  o f  H e a v e n .” H e  re a lly  la y s  it o n  p re tty  h a rd , b u t h e  sa y s  th e y  a re  re a l h e -m e n  a n d  th a t th e y  n e e d  

tliis  k in d  o f  s tu ff . I a m  m o re  g la d  th a n  e v e r  th a t  th e  B ish o p  h a s  se n t H a rry  in s te ad  o f  m e , b e ca u se  I c a n  ju s t  

se e  H a rry  ta lk in g  lik e  tliis  a n d  n o t h e a rin g  a  p in  d ro p  in  th e c h u rch . H a n y  a lw a y s k n e w  a  g o o d  b a rg a in  

w h e n  h e sa w  it . a n d  it w o u ld  k in d  o f  g e t h im  a n g ry , see in g  re a lly g o o d  fe llo w s  th ro w in g  a w ay  a  w h o le  

e te rn ity  w ith  C h rist  fo r  a  c o u p le  o f  m in u te s  o f  p le a su re .

H a rry  te lls  m e  h e  h e a rs  th o u sa n d s a n d  th o u sa n d s o f  c o n fe ss io n s, a n d  th a t h e  h a s  fo rg iv e n  a  lo t in  

th e  N a m e  o f  C h ris t. T liis  k in d  o f  m a k es  m e  fe e l a  little  to u g h , b e c au se  h e a rin g  c o n fe ss io n s in  th e  se rv ic e  

m u st  b e  a b o u t th e  m o st sa tisfy in g  th in g  th a t a  p rie s t c a n  d o , a n d  I w o u ld  lik e  to  b e  d o in g  th e  sa m e . H a rry  

te lls  m e  h o w  th e y  a re  g o in g  in to  b a ttle  in  a  fe w  m in u te s . H e  te lls  m e  h o w  th e  fe llo w s  c o m e  to  h im  a n d  fe e l 

lik e h e e ls fo r a ll th e y  h a v e  d o n e  a n d  fo r  m a k in g  su c h  a sse s o f  th e m se lv e s , a n d  h o w  h e  sa y s th e  w o rd s o f  

fo rg iv en e ss  —  “ I a b so lv e  y o u  fro m  y o u r  s in s in  th e  N a m e  o f  th e  F a th e r a n d  th e  S o n  a n d  th e  H o ly  G h o s t”  

—  a n d  h o w . w h e n  th e y  a re  a ll f in ish e d  w ith  th e  b a ttle , a  lo t o f  th e  fe llo w s  th a t w e n t to  c o n fe ssio n  a re n ’t  o n  

tliis e a rth  a n y m o re . H e sa y s it fe e ls sw e ll to se e th e m  lo o k in g  d o w n  o n  y o u  fro m  H e a v e n  a n d  te llin g  

e v ery o n e  a ro u n d  th a t  y o u  a re  th e  g re a t g u y  th a t  f ix e d  th e m  u p  a t  th e  la s t m in u te .

H a rty  te lls m e o f  o n e fe llo w  th a t g o t b a d ly  w o u n d e d . H e  w a s o u t o n  th e  b a ttle f ie ld , w h e re th e  

b o m b s  w e re  g o in g  o ff  a ll a ro u n d  h im . H e  th o u g h t  h is  n u m b e r  w a s  u p  b u t it w a sn ’t , b e ca u se  th e  g o o d  g u y s  

in  Ir is  o u tf it g o t h im  to  th e  d o c to r  a n d  th e  d o c  f ix e d  h im  u p  ju s t  f in e . B u t th e  fe llo w  sa id  th a t h e  w a sn ’t a  b it  

sc are d  o n  th e f ie ld , th a t h e so rt o f  fe lt a s th o u g h  th e a n g e ls w e re c o m in g  d o w n  o n  th e f ie ld  a n d  w e re  

g a th e rin g  u p  th e  g o o d  fe llo w s  fo r  H e a v e n . A n d  h e  sa id  th a t h e  h a d  g o n e  to  c o n fe ss io n  a n d  re c e iv e d  C h rist  

in  H o ly  C o m m u n io n , a n d  w a sn ’t a t a ll sc are d  a n d  d id n 't c a re  if  h e  d id  d ie . T h is , H a rry  sa y s , m a k es  h im  fe e l 

lik e a m illio n  b u c k s , a n d it w o u ld a n y p rie st, b e c a u se a fe llo w  w o u ld re a lly fe e l th a t h e w a s d o in g  

so m e th in g .

O n e  d a y  Jea n n ie  p h o n es  m e . a n d  sh e  is  a ll b ro k en  u p . S h e  h a s  g o t a  le tte r  fro m  th e  w a r  d e p artm en t  

th a t B ill is m issin g  in  a c tio n . W e ll. I w a lk  a ro u n d  m y  ro o m  a b o u t s ix te e n  tim e s , th in k in g  o f  w h a t I a m  

g o in g  to  sa y  to  Je a n n ie . W h a t c a n  b e  sa id ?  T h e re  isn ’t  a  th in g  in  th e  w o rld  th a t c a n  b e  sa id  th a t sh e  d o e sn ’t  

k n o w  a lre a d y . A b o u t a ll I c a n  th in k  to  sa y  is , “ Je a n n ie , y o u ’v e  g o t to  tru s t G o d . H e ’s a  F a th e r  to  y o u . H e  

w o n 't g iv e  y o u  m o re  th a n  y o u  c a n  ta k e . M a y b e  B ill w ill  tu rn  u p . A ll  w e  c a n  d o  is  h o p e  a n d  p ra y .”

W e ll, w o rd  d o e sn 't  c o m e  fo r  a b o u t e ig h t m o n th s . Je an n ie  lo o k s  a w fu lly  b a d . I g u e ss  e v e ry  d a y  sh e  

ju s t w a its  a n d  w a its fo r th e  m a ilm a n , a n d  e v e ry  d a y  th e re is n o th in g  fo r h e r . I t is c erta in ly  te rrib le . Y o u  

w o n d e r  h o w  p e o p le  c a n  h o ld  u p  u n d e r  th is  s tra in . Je an n ie  is  p ra y in g  to  G o d  e v e ry  d a y  a n d  te llin g  H im  th a t 

sh e  d o e sn ’t  th in k  th a t sh e  c a n  ra ise  little  Jo h n  in  th e  p ro p e r  w a y  w ith o u t  B ill, b u t  th a t if  H e  d o e sn ’t  w a n t to  

se n d  B ill b a c k  it is  o .k ., a s  G o d  k n o w s  b e s t. Je an n ie  is  a  g re a t  little  g ir l, a n d  G o d  m u st h a v e  th o u g h t so  to o , 

b e ca u se  a t  th e  e n d  o f  e ig h t m o n th s  th e re  is  n o tic e  th a t B ill is  a  p riso n e r  o f  th e  G e rm a n s.

B ill f in a lly  g e ts th e  n e w s th ro u g h  o f  w h a t h a p p e n e d  to  h im . T h e  G e rm a n s h a d  su rro u n d e d  th e m  

a n d  h e  w a s in  a  h a lf  trac k  b e h in d  a n o th er  h a lf  tra c k . T h e y  a re  try in g  to  g e t th ro u g h  to  th e ir  lin e s , a n d  th e  

f irs t h a lf  trac k  T rits a  m in e  a n d  th e  b o y s  a re  k illed . I t s lid e s  b a c k  in to  th e ir  h a lf  trac k , d isab lin g  it , a n d  th e y , 

re m e m b e rin g th e fa m o u s q u o ta tio n  th a t “ d isc re tio n is th e  b e tte r p a rt o f  v a lo u r” su rre n d e r to  th e g re a t  

n u m b e r  o f  G e rm a n s. B ill sa y s  th a t  w h e n  th e y  w e re  ta k en  in  th e y  w e re  p re tty  sc a re d , b e c a u se  th e  G e rm a n s  

h a d  b e e n  d rin k in g  a  lo t, a n d  th e y  w e re  w o n d e rin g  if  th e y  m ig h t n o t  b e  tr ig g e r  h a p p y . B u t th e y  w e re  a  v e ry  

d e c e n t g a n g  o f  fe llo w s. T h e y  w e re  p la y in g  re co rd s o f  th e  A n d re w  s is te rs  a n d  h a v in g  a  g ran d  tim e . T h e y  

a sk e d  a ll th e  fe llo w s  if  th e y  k n e w  th e  A n d rew  s is te rs  a n d  o n e  o f  th e  fe llo w s, w h o  sh o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  in  th e  

d ip lo m a tic  c o rp s , sa id  th a t h e  d id , a lth o u g h  h e  h a d  ju s t  g o t  th e ir  a u to g ra p h s  o n c e . H e  sa id  th is  to  k e e p  th e m  

in  th e  r ig h t fra m e o f  m in d . A n d  h e  to ld  th e m  a ll a b o u t th e  A n d re w  s is te rs , in c lu d in g  so m e s tu ff  th a t th e  

A n d re w  s is te rs  p ro b a b ly  d id n ’t  e v e n  k n o w  a b o u t  th e m se lv es . M o st o f  th e  G e rm a n s  w e re  c le an -c u t lo o k in g  

fe llo w s , a n d  n o t a t a ll f ie rc e  lik e  th e y  h a d  im a g in e d  th e m . S o m e  o f  th e m  w e re  C a th o lic s  a n d  h a d  m e d a ls  

a ro u n d  th e ir  n e c k s a n d  a ssis te d  a t M a ss w ith  th e  A m e rica n  p riso n e rs  m a n y  tim e s. T h e re  w a s e v e n  a n  e x ­

se m in a ria n  a m o n g  th e G e rm a n s, w h o  w a s  ju s t to sse d  in  th e  a rm y  b u t w h o  h o p ed  s till to  b e  a  p ries t so m e  

d a y .



B ill P re n d e rg a st s tr ik e s  u p  a  p a rticu la r fr ien d sh ip  w ith  a  G e rm a n  lie u te n a n t. M o st o f  th e  G e rm an  

o ff ic e rs  c a n  sp e a k  E n g lish  p re tty  w e ll, b u t th is  fe llo w  h a s  E n g lish  d o w n  a b o u t a s  w e ll a s  y o u  c o u ld  h a v e  it . 

B ill k n o w s  th is  b e c a u se  th e  fe llo w  sa y s , “ W h at  in  h e ll a re  w e  f ig h tin g  fo r? ”  T h is  is  th e  k in d  o f  E n g lish  th a t 

y o u  d o n ’t le a rn  in  b o o k s . H e  g o e s  o n  to  sa y , “ I lik e  y o u  a n d  y o u  lik e  m e . Y o u  fe llo w s  d o n ’t w a n t to  k ill u s  

a n d  w e  d o n ’t w a n t to  k ill y o u . A ll I w a n t is  to  g o  h o m e  to  m y  w ife  a n d  k id s a n d  h a v e  a  jo b  a n d  m in d  m y  

o w n  b u s in e ss .” B ill c a n ’t se e  a n y th in g  w ro n g  w ith  th is . T h e y  b o th  d e c id e  th a t q u ite  a  b it o f  in v es tig a tin g  

c o u ld  b e d o n e to  f in d  o u t w h o re a lly m a k e s th e se w a rs . I t isn ’t th e c o m m o n  p e o p le , b e c a u se th e y a re  

sa tis fie d  w ith  sa y in g  th e ir  p ra y ers  a n d  h a v in g  a  jo b  a n d  k id s  a n d  a  h o m e . B u t e v e ry  n o w  a n d  th e n  n a tio n s  

g e t m a d  a t o n e  a n o th er  a n d  k ill a  lo t o f  p e o p le  th a t d o n ’t m e an  a n y  h a rm  to  a n y b o d y . B ill a n d  th e  G e rm a n  

so rt o f  f ig u re  o u t  th a t it  is  th e  b ig  p e o p le  o f  th e  w o rld  w h o  a re  to  b la m e . B u t  ju s t th e n  th e y  h a p p e n  to  th in k  

a b o u t th e ir o w n  s in s , a n d  th e y  k in d  o f  sh u t u p  a n d  s it th e re th in k in g  th a t ju s t a b o u t e v e ry b o d y  is a t le as t  

p a rtly  to  b la m e .

B ill f in a lly  g e ts  h o m e  to  h is  w ife  Je a n n ie  a n d  h is  little  so n , Jo h n  —  a n d  to  F a th er  M a llo y  a n d  m e , 

b u t  w e  d o n ’t  m e a n  a s  m u c h  to  h im  a s  Jea n n ie  a n d  little  Jo h n . L ittle  Jo h n  d o e sn 't k n o w  w h a t it  is  to  h a v e  a  

fa th e r, b u t  h e  g e ts  u se d  to  it  a n d  is  v e ry  p le a se d .

N o  o n e  th a t I k n o w  v e ry  w e ll d o e s a n y th in g  re m ark a b le  in  th e  a rm y . T h e y  a re  ju s t g o o d  so ld ie rs , 

r isk in g  th e ir  liv e s  v e ry  o ften  b u t n o t g e ttin g  m u c h  c re d it  fo r  it , b e c a u se  it is  th e  o rd in a ry  th in g  to  d o . A  lo t  

o f  fe llo w s h a v e  to  g o  b e fo re  g e n e ra ls in  th e  w a r  b e c a u se  th e y  d o  so m e th in g  th e y  sh o u ld n ’t a n d  a re  b e in g  

c o m t-m artia lle d . Jac k  T h o rn to n  g o e s b e fo re a  lo t o f  g e n era ls to o . n o t to  b e  c o u rt-m a rtia lle d th o u g h , b u t  

b e c au se  th e  g e n e ra ls th in k  th a t Jac k  c o u ld  te ll th e m  a  fe w  th in g s, w h ic h  is  v e ry ' u n u su a l in d e e d . I t see m s  

th a t Jac k  h a s  a  v e ry  te rr ific  re co rd  a s  a  c a p ta in  fo r  k e ep in g  Ir is  b o y s  in  lin e . T h e re  is  h a rd ly  a  b o y  th a t e v e r  

w e n t A .W .O .L . o n  Ja ck , a n d  th e y  a re n ’t g e ttin g  d isea ses , lik e  so m e so ld ie rs , a n d  a re  b e h a v in g  th e m se lv e s 

in  a  v e ry  re m ark a b le  w a y . T h e  g e n e ra ls  th e re fo re  c a ll Jac k  b e fo re  th e m  a n d  te ll h im  to  h a v e  a  p a p e r re ad y  

to  re a d  to  th e m .

Jac k  g o e s  b e fo re  th e  w h o le  g ro u p  o f  b ig  sh o ts a n d  se v e ra l p a p e rs a re  re ad . Ja c k  g e ts  u p  a n d  sa y s  

th a t th e  su b jec t  th a t h e  h a s  b e e n  o rd e re d  to  sp e a k  o n  is  d isc ip lin e  in  th e  a rm y . H e  sa y s  th a t h e  u se s  C h ris tia n  

p r in c ip le s  w ith  h is  m e n  a n d  g e ts  v e ry ' fa r . H e  sa y s. “ M o st  o f  th e  tim e  in  th e  se rv ic e  th e  re a so n  th a t a  fe llo w  

d o e sn ’t d o  w ro n g  is  b e c a u se  h e  is a fra id  o f  b e in g  p u n ish e d . T h is is  v e ry g o o d , b u t a d d e d  to  th is I b e lie v e  

th a t a  g re a t d e a l c a n  b e  d o n e  b y  a p p e a lin g  to  th e  m o ra l p rin c ip le  th a t a  m a n  h a s in  h im .” Ja c k  th e n  g iv e s  

e x a m p le s . H e  sa y s th a t h e  h a s g re a t su cc ess  w ith  Ir is b o y s  w h e n  th e y  a re  o n  le a v e in  a  to w n  b e c a u se  h e  

g iv e s  th e m  a  ta lk  o n  d e c e n c y  a n d  g e n tle n e ss a n d  k in d n ess . H e  sa y s. "F e llo w s , w e  a re  g o in g  in to  th is  to w n . 

N o w  y o u  c a n  a ll b e  g e n tle m e n . M o st o f  y o u  h a v e  g ir l fr ie n d s  o r  w iv es  a t h o m e . T h e y  th in k  th a t y o u  a re  

d e c e n t a n d  k in d  a n d  g o o d . N o w  it is  th e  s ig n  o f  a  c o w a rd  to  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  so m e  p o o r  g ir l in  th is  v illa g e  

ju s t  b e c a u se  w e  a re  th e  v ic to rs . A n d  it’s  n o t d e c en t to  n u n  th e  h o m e  o f  a  m a n  w h o  h a s  sa v e d  h is  m o n e y  a ll 

h is  life  s im p ly  b e c a u se  w e  a re  o n  to p  a t th e  m o m e n t. T h a t is  b e in g  ju s t lik e  th e  p a g a n s  th a t w e  a re  f ig h tin g . 

N o w  I  e x p e c t  y o u  fe llo w s  to  h a v e  fu n . b u t  h a v e  it d e c en tly ."

Jac k  g o e s  o n  to  sa y  th a t h e  th in k s  th a t o n e  o f  th e  b ig g e s t m is tak e s  th a t th e  a rm y  h a s  m a d e , a n d  o n e  

th a t th e y  w ill h a v e  to  p a y  fo r , is  th e  a ttitu d e  th a t it isn 't w ro n g  to  b re a k  y o u r  m a rriag e  v o w s , o r  fa ith  w ith  

y o u r  g ir l b a c k  h o m e , o r  fa ith  w ith  y  o u r G o d  if  y  o u  d o n 't sp re a d  d ise ase . H e sa y s th a t it w o u ld  b e  m u c h  

b e tte r  if  ta lk s  w e re  g iv e n  te llin g  w h a t a  c o w a rd ly  tilin g  it is . a n d  h o w  re m o rse  w ill b e  in  a  d e c e n t fe llo w ’s  

life  fo r  a  w h o le  life tim e  fo r  d o in g  th is  so rt  o f  th in g , a n d  e sp e c ia lly  a b o u t w h a t G o d  th in k s  o f  it .

If  th e y  a re C a th o lic s h e g iv e s th em  a ta lk  th e  w a y H a rry C a u le y w o u ld , a b o u t th ro w in g  a w a y  

e te rn ity fo r a  little  p le a su re . H e  te lls  a ll th e C h ristia n s a b o u t C h rist a n d  h o w  w o n d e rfu l  H e  w a s, a n d  h o w  

s tro n g  a n d  p a tie n t a n d  lo v in g , a n d  h o w  b ru ta l th e y a re .

H e  w in d s u p  b y  say  in g  th a t th e  w o rs t m is ta k e  th e  a rm y  h a s m a d e  " is le a v in g  re lig io n  u p  to  th e  

c h a p la in s  a lo n e .”  H e  sa y s  th a t if  th e  le a d ers  o f  th e  a rm y w e re  m o re  re lig io u s -m in d ed ,  e v ery o n e  w o u ld  h a v e  

a  v e ry g o o d  re co rd  a n d  th e  a rm y  in  g e n e ra l w o u ld  h a v e  a  b e tte r  re co rd .

W e ll, a  lo t o f  th e  fe llo w s  th a t h e a r  Jac k  sa y  h e  g a v e  a  v e ry  g o o d  ta lk , b u t so m e  o f  th e m  ju s t sa y , 

“ H e  m u st h a v e  b e e n  e d u c a te d  b y  th e  Je su its ,”  a n d  le t it g o  a t th a t.

Jac k  g o e s th ro u g h  a  lo t. B u t G o d  m u st b e sa v in g  h im  fo r M a ry M a rtin , b e ca u se h e isn ’t e v e n  

sc ra tch e d  in  th e  w a r.
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F A T H E R  H A R R Y  C A U L E Y  f in a lly  g e ts  it , ju s t a s  a  lo t o f  fe llo w s  th o u g h t h e  w o u ld . O n e  o f  th e  

b o y s  is  w o u n d e d  p re tty  b a d ly , a n d  F a th e r  C a u le y  c raw ls  o u t  o f  h is  fo x h o le  to  g iv e  h im  th e  L a s t S a c ra m e n ts . 

H e a n o in ts h im  a n d  h e a rs h is c o n fe ssio n , a n d  J im  B a re s k n o w s th a t e v ery th in g  is o .k . w ith  G o d  a n d  

h im se lf . F a th e r C a u le y  is  d ra g g in g  h im  b a c k  in to  a n o th er  fo x h o le  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  a n o th e r  fe llo w , a n d  ju s t  

a s  th e y  a re  g e ttin g  h im  th e re  F a th e r  C a u le y  is  h it.

H e  k n o w s  h e  is g o in g  to  d ie  a n d  te lls  th e  fe llo w s th a t h e  isn ’t a fra id  a t a ll, a n d  th a t it w o u ld  b e  

v e ry  n ic e  in d ee d  if  th e y  p ra y e d  fo r  h im , a n d  th e y  a ll p ro m ise  th a t th e y  w ill, P ro tes ta n t a n d  Je w  a n d  a ll o f  

th e m , b e ca u se  th e y  th in k  th a t F a th e r C a u le y  is  a b o u t th e  b ra v e st m a n  th a t  th e y  h a v e  e v e r  k n o w n .

W h e n  tilin g s a re n 't so  v e ry  h o t a n y  m o re , a n d  th e  sh o o tin g  q u ie ts d o w n , th e re  is a  se rv ic e fo r  

F a th er  C a u le y , a n d  a  v e ry  f in e  o ff ice r  g iv e s  a  little  ta lk  to  th e  m e n  a n d  sa y s, “ G re a te r  lo v e  th a n  th is  n o  m a n  

h a th  th a n  th a t h e  la y  d o w n  h is  life  fo r  h is  fr ie n d s .”  A ll th e  fe llo w s  sa y  th a t th e y  fe e l a b o u t  a s  to u g h  a s  th e y  

fe lt d u rin g  th e  w h o le  w a r, a t th is  fu n e ra l se rv ic e . A n d  J im  B a re s is g o in g  a w a y  a s so o n  a s h e  c a n  to  b e  a  

p r ie s t, b e ca u se  F a th er  C a u le y  d ie d  sa v in g  h im . H e  h a d  th o u g h t  a b o u t it  b e fo re , b u t th is  m a d e  h is  m in d  u p . 

T h is  is  v e ry  u n u su a l, a s  J im  B a re s  is  a lrea d y  a  la w y e r.

J im , w h o  h a s  b e e n  th ro u g h  a  lo t o f  th e  w a r, sa y s th a t it g o t h im  b a c k  to  re a lity . H e  h a s see n  so  

m a n y  f in e  m issio n a rie s  in  fa r-o ff  la n d s  g iv in g  th e ir  liv e s  to  G o d . a n d  th e y  se e m  to  b e  re a lly  liv in g , e v e n  if  it 

is  to u g h . H e  h a s  d e c id e d  to  b e  a  m iss io n a ry .
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T H E  W A R  is  o v e r , a b o u t a s  q u ic k ly  a s  it s ta r ts . E v e ry th in g  g e ts  b a c k  to  n o rm a l, a n d  th e  k id s  s to p  

w e a rin g  w a r e m b le m s a n d  h a ts  ju s t a b o u t a s fa s t a s th e y s ta r ted  to  w e a r th e m  w h e n  e v e ry th in g  s ta rte d . 

T h e re  a re  a  lo t o f  p e o p le  w h o  w ill n e v e r  fo rg e t  th e  w a r  b e c a u se  o f  th e  w a y  it  m e ssed  th in g s  u p . T h e  k id s  a re  

w ild er  b y  a  little , m a y b e , b e ca u se  o f  th e  e x c ite m e n t  o f  w a r, a n d  a  lo t  o f  so ld ie rs  d o in g  th in g s  in  p e a c e  tim e  

th a t  th e y  n e v e r  w o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  if  th e y  c o u ld  h a v e  s tay e d  h o m e  n e a r  th e ir  fa m ily  a n d  th e ir  c h u rc h . B u t a ll 

in  a ll, o n  th e  su rfac e , th in g s  lo o k  ju s t  a b o u t  n o rm a l.

O n e  n ig h t I d e c id e  to  trea t m y se lf  to  a  sh o w , b e c a u se  I a m  a  little fe d  u p  w ith  th in g s , a n d  a lso  

b e c au se I w a n t to se e “ G o in g  M y W a y ,” w h ic h  is c o m in g  b a c k  to  to w n  th e th ird  tim e a n d  is h ig h ly  

re c o m m en d e d .

A s  I a m  le a v in g  th e  sh o w , I  m a k e  su re  to  m a k e  m y  R o m a n  c o lla r  v is ib le , so  e v e ry b o d y  w ill  k n o w  

th a t  I  a m  a  p rie s t, b e c a u se  B in g  C ro sb y  a n d  th e  m a n  th a t w ro te  a n d  p ro d u ce d  th e  sh o w  d id  su c h  a  g o o d  jo b  

o f  p o rtra y in g  a  re a l  p rie s t. L o  a n d  b e h o ld , I  ru n  in to  D a le  A n d e rso n , w h o  w a s  M a ry  M a rtin ’s  b o y  fr ien d .

H e  sa y s  to  m e , “ G o sh , a m  I  g la d  to  se e  y o u , F a th e r! H o w  a b o u t h a v in g  a  p ie c e  o f  p ie  a n d  a  c u p  o f  

c o ffe e  w ith  m e ?  I  n e v e r  g a v e  y o u  a n y th in g  fo r  th o se  ta lk s  th a t  y o u  g a v e  m e .”

T h is so u n d s  g o o d  to  m e , a n d  th e  n e x t th in g  I  k n o w  w e  a re  ta lk in g  a b o u t  M a ry  M a rtin . I a m  a fra id  

th a t  w h e n  h e  h e a rs a b o u t  M a ry  g e ttin g  m a rrie d  h e  w ill n o t  b e  to o  fr ie n d ly  to  m e , a n d  th a t I w ill b e  p a y in g  

th e  w h o le  b ill.

“H o w  is  M a ry ?”  h e  sa y s .

“ S h e ’s  g o in g  to  g e t  m a rried , y o u  k n o w ,”  I  sa y . th in k in g  th a t  th e re  is  n o  u se  ju s t  b e a tin g  a ro u n d  tire  

b u sh .

“ G e e , th a t’s  sw e ll, F a th er . Is  sh e  g o in g  to  m a rry  a  n ic e  fe llo w ?”  h e  sa y s , n o t se e m in g  a  b it  p u t o u t.

W e ll, w h e n  I se e  th a t h e is n o t th e  le as t b it d e m o ra lize d . I f ig u re th a t I c a n  g iv e  Jac k  T h o rn to n  

q u ite  a  b u ild -u p . I  sa y , “ S h e  is  m a n y in g  Ja c k  T h o rn to n , a n d  in  m y  o p in io n  h e  is  a  v e ry  w o n d e rfu l  b o y . I  a m  

su re  th e y  w ill  b e  h a p p y .”

“ G e e , th a t’s f in e , F a th er . S h e  w a s a  w o n d e rfu l g ir l. I s till th in k  o f  h e r a  lo t. B u t y o u  w e re  r ig h t, 

F a th e r . W h e n  sh e  b e c a m e  a  C a th o lic  w e  w e re  m ile s a p a rt. I re m e m b e r h o w  it  u se d  to  g e t m e  w h e n  I w a s  

d a tin g  h e r  a n d  sh e  h a d  to  q u it  e a tin g  a t tw e lv e  so  sh e  c o u ld  g o  to  C o m m u n io n  th e  n e x t d a y . I  ju s t c o u ld n ’t  

se e  th a t. W e  h a d  a n  a w fu l lo t o f  a rg u m e n ts . I  ju s t c o u ld n ’t se e  a  lo t o f  th in g s. I ’m  a w fu lly  g la d  th a t sh e  is  

m a rry in g  a  sw e ll fe llo w . I  w o u ld n ’t w a n t a n y th in g  to  h a p p e n  to  M a ry .

“Y o u  k n o w , F a th e r , e v e r  s in c e  y o u  ta lk e d  to  m e , I  h a v e  b e e n  d o in g  a  lo t o f  th in k in g . I ’v e  re a d  th e  

w h o le  B ib le  th ro u g h  in  th e  la s t y e a r  a n d  I  g o t  a  b ig  k ic k  o u t  o f  it . I  th in k  I se e  th in g s  d iffe re n tly  th a n  I  u se d  

to . I se e th e re  a re a  lo t m o re im p o rta n t tilin g s th a n  m a k in g  m o n e y . B e in g  o f  se rv ic e  to  p e o p le , b e in g  a  

d o c to r w h o  d o e s a  lo t fo r p o o r p e o p le o r a la w y er f ig h tin g  fo r th e r ig h ts o f  th e  o p p re ssed , o r b e in g  a  

m iss io n a ry . I ’m  e v e n  g o in g  to  c h u rc h  a  lo t n o w . B e lie v e it o r n o t, F a th e r , I p ray  e v e ry  d a y . I th in k  th a t 



C h ris t w a s  th e  m o st w o n d erfu l  p e rso n  th a t e v e r  liv e d . I lik e  y o u r  P o p e  to o . H e  see m s so  se n s ib le  in  a ll th e  

th in g s  th a t  h e  sa y s  a b o u t  th e  w o rld  to d a y . M a y b e  I ’ll  b e  a  C a th o lic  so m e  d a y . W h o  k n o w s? ”

T h e  c o ffe e  a n d  p ie  su re  ta ste  sw e ll a fte r th is . I  th a n k  G o d  fo r  D a le  a n d  p ra y  th a t H e  w ill c o n tin u e  

to  le a d  h im  o n . A s  w e  p a rt  I  a sk  h im  to  d ro p  m e  a  lin e  e v e ry  n o w  a n d  th e n . A n d  I  a m  g la d  to  sa y  th a t  to  th is  

d a y  w e  c o rre sp o n d  a n d  w rite  a b o u t  a  lo t  m o re  se r io u s  th in g s  th a n  th e  w e a th e r .
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F IV E  Y E A R S  a fte r  I a m  o rd a in e d , o u r  c la ss  h a s  a  b ig  c e leb ra tio n . W e  a ll th ro w  a  fe w  b u c k s in  a  

k itty  a n d  b lo w  o u rse lv e s to  a  b ig  m e a l in  a  p riv a te ro o m  w h e re  w e  c a n  a ll ta k e  o ff  o u r  c o a ts a n d  d isc u ss  

free ly  w h a t w e  th in k  th e  B ish o p s  o f  th e C h u rc h  o u g h t to  d o  to  m a k e  th in g s g o  a  little  b e tte r. A fte rw ard s  

so m e  o f  th e  fe llo w s  w h o  lik e  to  p la y  g o lf  g o  o u t  o n  th e  lin k s . A t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  d a y  w e  a ll a g ree  th a t it  w a s  a  

w o n d e rfu l d a y . W h e n  I a m  d riv in g  h o m e  th o u g h , I a m  p re tty  b lu e . I d o n ’t g e t b lu e  v e ry  e as ily , b u t I a m  

th in k in g  b a c k  o v e r  th e  f iv e  y e a rs  th a t I h a v e  b e e n  a  p rie st, a n d  in  m y  m in d  I fe e l th a t I h a v e  b e e n  p re tty  

m u c h  o f  a  fa ilu re . A  lo t o f  th e fe llo w s w e re te llin g  a b o u t th e ir e x p erien c es  in  b rin g in g  b a c k  h a rd en e d  

s in n ers  to  th e  C h u rc h , a n d  th e y  w e re  d o in g  a  m ig h ty  g o o d  jo b  in d ee d , b u t it d id n ’t se e m  I  w a s  d o in g  m u c h  

a t  a ll.

T o  m a k e  m a tte rs  w o rse , ju s t  a b o u t  th is  tim e  a  c o p  d riv e s  u p  to  m e  a n d  sa y s  th a t I a m  d o in g  a b o u t 

s ix ty  a n d  it  w ill c o s t m e  in  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f  fo u rte e n . I  te ll h im  th a t th e re  a re  a b o u t a  m illio n  b a b ie s in  

C h in a  th a t n e e d  b a p tism  a n d  th a t th e  m issio n a ries  n e e d  a  fe w  b u c k s  to  g e t a ro u n d  to  th e  b a b ie s  a n d  th a t I  

a m  sa v in g  m y m o n e y fo r th e se m iss io n aries . B u t h e d o e sn ’t se e m  to c a re a b o u t th e b a b ie s in  C h in a , 

b e ca u se  h e  sa y s, b a b ie s  o r  n o  b a b ie s, I  w ill h a v e  to  r id e  b a c k  w ith  h im  to  th e  Ju s tic e  o f  th e  P e a c e  a n d  ta lk  

th in g s  o v e r  w ith  h im . W e  d o  th is , a n d  th e  Ju s tic e  o f  th e  P e a c e  sa y s  th a t h e  w ill ta k e  u p  th is  little  m a tte r  o f  

th e  b a b ie s in  C h in a  w ith  th e c ity  c o u n c il, b u t a s I le a v e I th in k  th a t fo u rte e n  d o lla rs w o rth  o f  b a b ie s in  

C h in a  a re  c a u g h t sh o rt. T h is  m a k es  m e  fe e l e v e n  m o re  m o ro se  th a n  e v e r. I  lik e  b a b ie s a n d  w ish  th e m  a ll to  

b e  b a p tiz e d  in  C h ris t.

O n  th e  w a y  h o m e , I s to p  a t O ’M a lle y ’s  h o u se  a n d  te ll h im  a b o u t  th e  o ld  g a n g  g e ttin g  to g e th e r  a n d  

th e  g o o d  tim e  w e  h a d . W h ile  I d rin k  h is  c o ffe e  I  th in k  th a t  m a y b e  I w ill g e t  p e p p e d  u p  a  little  a n d  n o t  fe e l  

so  b lu e .

A ll th e  O ’M a lle y  k id s se e m  v e ry  p le ase d  to  se e m e . T h e y  a re  a lw a y s th is  w a y , b u t th is d o e sn ’t  

m a k e  m e  fe e l to o  g o o d , b e c a u se  I  th in k  th e y  a re  so rt o f  w a stin g  th e ir  tim e  a d m irin g  a  fa ilu re , w h ic h  is  n o t 

w h a t y o u n g  c h ild ren  sh o u ld  b e  d o in g . I h o ld  th e  b a b y  o n  m y  la p  a n d  th in k  w h a t a  w o n d e rfu l  th in g  it m u st 

b e  to  c o -o p e ra te  w ith  G o d  in  c rea tin g  a  h u m a n  b e in g  th a t w ill n e v e r  d ie , a n d  th a t  m a y b e  th is  is  th e  life  th a t I  

sh o u ld  h a v e  c h o se n .

F in a lly , a s a lw a y s h a p p e n s w h e n  I g o  to  O ’M a lle y ’s h o u se , h e  a n d  I a d jo u rn  to  th e  k itch e n  a n d  

d isc u ss  th in g s  a n d  d ra w  b ig  a n d  m a g n if ic en t  p lan s  fo r  th e  re m a k in g  o f  tire  w o rld . I  d o  n o t h a v e  m u c h  to  sa y  

th o u g h , a n d  ju s t  so rt o f  p u sh  m y  sp o o n  a ro u n d  in  th e  c o ffe e  a n d  d o  a  lo t o f  th in k in g  to  m y se lf.

O ’M a lley  sa y s, “W h a t’s  th e  m a tte r, F a th e r? ”

N o w  I  d o n ’t  u su a lly  te ll  m y  tro u b le s  to  a  la y m a n , b u t  I  a m  a ll o ff  th e  b e a m  th is  d a y . A n d  I  a m  k in d  

o f  g la d  th a t I a m , b e ca u se  O ’M a lle y  g iv e s m e  th e  la y  p o in t o f  v ie w  o n  th e  c le rg y  a n d  it m a k es m e  fe e l  

p re tty  g o o d .

I sa y  to  h im , “ W e ll, it’s  lik e  th is . T o d a y  I a m  o rd a in e d  f iv e  y e ars . I  h a v e  ju s t d riv e n  tw e n ty  m iles , 

a n d  I  h a v e  b e e n  th in k in g  o f  th e  p a s t  f iv e  y e a rs . I h a v e n ’t  d o n e  m u c h  a t  a ll. I t’s  so rt o f  lik e  re p a ir in g  a  d a m . 

w h a t I  h a v e  b e e n  d o in g . I 'v e  m a d e  so m e  c o n v e rts , a b o u t  tw e lv e  a  y e a r. I ’v e  f ix e d  u p  a  fe w  m a rria g e s . B u t 

fo r e v e ry  c o n v e rt I ’v e  m a d e , I im a g in e th a t f iv e  o r  te n  C a th o lic s h a v e  le f t th e C h u rc h . F o r e v e ry  w ro n g  

m a rria g e  I ’v e  s tra ig h te n e d  o u t, a b o u t th re e  m o re  c o u p le s g o  o u t a n d  g e t m a rrie d  th e  w a y  th e  C h u rc h  sa y s  

y o u  sh o u ld n ’t . I t lo o k s  to  m e  a s  th o u g h  w e  a re  f ig h tin g  a  lo s in g  b a ttle . M a y b e  if  I w o rk e d  a  little  h a rd er , it 

w o u ld n ’t b e so  b a d . I h a v e n ’t w a s te d  to o  m u c h  tim e , b u t th e re is so m u c h  to  d o  th a t I h a v e n ’t d o n e . 

S o m e tim e s  it se em s  to o  b ig  a  jo b  fo r  ju s t  a n  o rd in a ry  p lu g  lik e  m e .”

O ’M a lley  sa y s , “L o o k  a t C h ris t. H e  w a s  th e S o n  o f  G o d , a n d  w h e n  H e  d ie d  I su p p o se  th a t th e re  

w e re n ’t  a  h u n d re d  p e o p le  th a t  fo llo w e d  H im . A t th e  fo o t o f  th e  c ro ss  w e re  th ree  w o m en  a n d  th e  y o u n g es t 

A p o s tle . O f  th e  tw e lv e  th a t H e  sp e c ia lly  c h o se , o n e  w a s a  tra ito r a n d  th e  re s t ra n  o u t o n  H im  in  th e  p in c h . 

T h e  w a y  I  f ig u re  it is  th a t w e  sh o u ld  d o  th e  b e s t w e  c a n  a n d  fo rg e t a b o u t  th e  re su lts . N o  o n e  b u t G o d  k n o w s  

h o w  w e ll w e  a re  d o in g .”



W e ll, I fe e l k in d  o f  c h ea p  fo r sq u aw k in g  a t n o t d o in g  b e tte r  th a n  C h ris t a n d  fo r  th in k in g  I w a s a  

fa ilu re  fo r  n o t d o in g  m o re  th a n  H e  d id . W h e n  y o u  lo o k  a t it th is  w  a y  it m a k es  y o u  fe e l lik e  k in d  o f  a  h e e l. 

W h e n  O ’M a lle y  sa y s  th is  I  d o n ’t  fe e l n e a r  a s  b a d  a s  I  d id  b e fo re , a n d  I s to p  p u sh in g  th e  sp o o n  a ro u n d  in  th e  

c o ffe e . I  d rin k  it in s te a d .

O 'M a lle y  n e v e r  c o u ld  s to p  b e in g  e lo q u e n t  w ith  ju s t a  fe w  se n te n ce s . H e  is  a lw a y s  a  m a n  o f  a  fe w  

th o u sa n d  w o rd s, a n d  so  h e  c o n tin u e s . “ I  w a sn ’t  c h o sen  to  b e  a  p rie st. I c o u ld n ’t  liv e  th e  life , b u t  I  w ill n e v e r 

c e a se  to  a d m ire  o n e . If  y o u  ju s t liv e  y o u r  life  w ith o u t fa llin g  in to  s in  tire  w o rld  w ill b e  a  b e tte r  p la c e  to  liv e  

in  b e ca u se  o f  y o u r  v o w  o f  c h a s tity . A  lo t o f  p e o p le  th in k  th a t it is im p o ss ib le  to  liv e  th is  w a y . G o d  c a n ’t  

h e lp  b u t  b e  p le a se d  w ith  y o u  e v e n  if  th is  w a s  a ll  th a t y o u  a c co m p lish e d .

“ A n o th e r th in g . W e p e o p le in  th e w o rld  a re w o rk in g  in  th e w o rld  a ll d a y . Y o u  a re te llin g  o u r 

c h ild ren  a b o u t  G o d , in  y o u r  in s tru c tio n s . Y o u  h a v e  to  sa y  y o u r  b re v ia ry  p ra y e rs  e v e ry  d a y . T h a t  ta k e s  a b o u t 

a n  h o u r. Y o u  sa y  M a ss. A  lo t o f  th e  tim e  a t h o m e  y o u  a re  th in k in g  h o w  y o u  c a n  m a k e  a  sp ee c h  th a t w ill 

m a k e  p e o p le  lo v e  G o d  a  little  m o re . Y o u  g o  o u t to  d iffe re n t p e o p le ’s  h o u ses  a n d  te ll th e m  th a t  th e y  h a d n ’t 

o u g h t to  b e  liv in g  th e  w a y  th a t th e y  a re  a n d  th a t th e y ’d  b e tte r  g e t  b u sy  a n d  d o  a  little  b e tte r  liv in g . T h e y  sa y  

th a t  y o u  lo v e  so m e  o n e  if  y o u  d o  th in g s  fo r  th e m . M y  g o o d n e ss , y o u  a re  d o in g  fo r  G o d  m o st  o f  th e  d a y .’ ’

I a m  b y  n o w  g e ttin g  a  little  a sh am e d , a lth o u g h  I d o  n o t te ll th is  to  O ’M a lle y . I h a d  n o t  th o u g h t o f  

a ll th e se th in g s w h ic h  o u g h t to  m a k e a  fe llo w  v e ry ' g la d  in d e e d  th a t h e is a  p rie s t. I w a s  b e in g  ju s t lik e  

a n y b o d y  in  th e  w o rld . I  w a n ted  re su lts . I  w a n te d  p e o p le  to  sa y . “ Isn ’t  F a th er  a  g ra n d  p rie s t?  T h e  w o n d e rfu l 

se rm o n s  th a t F a th e r  p re a c h e s. L o o k  h o w  th e  p e o p le  f lo c k  to  c h u rc h . W h y , F a th er  m u st b e  a  sa in t.”  I t w a s  

s tu ff  lik e  tlh s  th a t I w a n te d  b e c a u se  th is  w o u ld  m a k e  b e in g  a  p rie st  v e ry  e a sy .

O n  m y  w a y  h o m e  I re so lv e  th a t I w ill h a v e  to  g e t a ro u n d  a n d  se e  in n u m era b le  b la c k  sh e e p  in  th e  

p a rish , p e o p le  th a t n e e d  a  p rie st, a lth o u g h  th e y  w o u ld  sa y  th a t tilin g s  w e re  v e ry  w e ll w ith  th e m  in d e e d . I  

re so lv e  to  p ra y  v e ry  h a rd , b e c a u se  it is o n ly  th e  g ra c e o f  G o d  th a t re a lly  tu rn s a  p e rso n ’s m in d  a n d  m a k es  

th e m  c h a n g e  th e ir  liv es . I  fe e l  p re tty  g o o d  in d e e d  g o in g  h o m e  th a t n ig h t.

X X X V I

W H E N  M A R Y  M A R T IN  w a lk s  u p  th e  a is le  to  th e  so u n d  o f  th e  o rg an  to  m a rry  Jac k  T h o rn to n , it 

is  F a th e r T im  M a llo y  w h o  is  a t th e  a lta r , th e  re p re se n ta tiv e o f  C h ris t to  b le ss th e m . H e  is s to o p e d  a n d  o ld  

w o rk in g  in  th e  v in e y ard  o f  C h ris t. F o rty  -o d d  y e a rs  o f  w o rk in g  fo r  th e  M a ste r  a re  b e g in n in g  to  te ll o n  h im . 

H is lo v e  fo r h is M a ste r h a s b e e n  v e ry ' g re a t. H o w  m a n y  th o u sa n d s o f  p ra y e rs h a v e g o n e  to  G o d  fo r h is  

p e o p le , fo r  Jac k  a n d  fo r  M a ry ' a n d  th e  o th e rs , o n ly  G o d  k n o w s . A t n ig h t, ju s t b e fo re  b e d tim e . F a th e r T im  

u se d  to  g o  in to  th e  c h u rch , a n d  w ith  o n ly  th e re d  sa n c tu a ry  lig h t b u rn in g , h e  w o u ld  ta lk  to  th e  L o rd  fo r  

a b o u t  a  h a lf  h o rn  a n d  te ll th e  L o rd  h o w  tilin g s  w e re  g o in g . A n d  I a m  su re  th a t C h rist h e a rd  h im . H o w  m a n y  

th o u sa n d s o f  s in s h is ra ise d  h a n d s h a d  fo rg iv e n . P re tty  so o n , p e rh a p s , h e  w ill se e th e  M a ste r, w h o m  h e  

lo v e s  so  w e ll. T h e  M a ste r w ill s tra ig h ten  h im  u p  a n d  c u re  h is  a rth ritis  a n d  g iv e  h im  b a c k  h is  s tren g th . T h e n  

h e  w ill  b e  y o u n g  fo re v e r .

B u t n o w  h e  h a s  to  ta k e  o u t  h is  h a n d k e rc h ie f  to  m o p  h is  fo re h e a d , b u t m o stly  to  w ip e  th e  te a rs  fro m  

h is  e y e s . H e  d o e sn ’t w a n t th e  p e o p le  to  n o tic e  th is , b u t h e  a lw a y s sh e d s a  fe w  te a rs  w h e n  tw o  o f  h is  f in e  

b o y s  a n d  g ir ls a re  g e ttin g  m a rrie d , b e c a u se  h e  is so  h a p p y  a n d  k n o w s  w h a t a  f in e  jo b  th ey w ill d o  fo r  th e  

C h u rc h . F a th e r  T im  a lw ay s  c ries  w h e n  th e  k id s  in  th e  k in d e rg a rte n  p u t o n  a  p la y  fo r  h im  a n d  s in g  "H a p p y  

F e a s t D a y  to  Y o u .”  I d o n ’t k n o w  w h y  —  m a y b e  b e c a u se  th e y  a re  lik e  little  d o lls , a n d  so  y o u n g  a n d  fu ll o f  

life  a n d  b e a u tifu l. H e c rie s a t F irs t C o m m u n io n  to o . b u t m o stly  I th in k  h e  c ries  w h e n  h is  b o y s a n d  g ir ls  

g ra d u a te  fro m  th e  e ig h th  g ra d e . T h is  is  b e c a u se  th e y  a re  g o in g  to  le a v e  h im . T h e y  w o n ’t  b e  a ro u n d  so  m u c h  

a n y  m o re , th e  w a y  th e y  u se d  to  b e . S o  y o u n g  a n d  in n o c en t  a n d  b e a u tifu l —  a n d  n o w  th e y  a re  g ro w in g  u p . 

T h e y  w ill  v e ry  so o n  b e  c o n sc io u s o f  th e  e v il o f  th e  w o rld , a n d  th e y w ill b e  te m p te d  lik e  o ld e r  p e o p le , a n d  

so m e  o f  th e m  w ill  fa ll.

W h en  M a ry  a n d  Ja c k  k n e e l b e fo re  F a th er  T im  h e  p le ad s  w ith  th e m . H e  a lw a y s p le ad s  w ith  th e  

n e w ly w e d s. T h eir  c ro sse s  c a n  b e  so  h e a v y , th e ir  te m p ta tio n s  so  g re a t to  b re a k  th e  la w  o f  G o d .

H e  sa y s  to  th e m , "Y o u r m a rria g e  w ill b e  a  su cc e ss  if  th e re  a re  th ree  o f  y o u  u n ited  in  m a rriag e  —  

y o u , Ja ck , a n d  y o u , M a ry , a n d  C h ris t. M a rriag e s  a re in  te rr ib le  je o p a rd y  to d a y . T h e re  is o n e  d iv o rc e  fo r  

e v ery ' th ree  m a rria g e s , a n d  it is  g e ttin g  w o rse .”

I  k n o w  O ’M a lle y  w ill  lik e  th is , b e c a u se  h e  is  a lw a y s  in te re s te d  in  s ta tis tic s .



“ If  y o u  p ra y  to  C h rist to  g iv e  y o u  th e  h e lp  to  liv e  w ith  o n e a n o th er fo r life , if  y o u  fo rg iv e o n e  

a n o th e r  fro m  th e  b o tto m  o f  y o u r  h e a rts  e v e ry  n ig h t, y o u  w ill h a v e  th e  m o st  jo y fu l  life  p o ssib le . Y o u  a re  ju s t  

b e g in n in g  a  re a l  life  n o w . Y o u  a re  th e  g re a tes t b u ild e rs in  th e  w o rld  to d a y . Y o u  w ill  b u ild  m e n  a n d  w o m e n . 

T h e  c o u rse  b e fo re  y o u  is  c lea r . Y o u  a re  to  h a v e  c h ild re n , to  te a ch  th e m  to  lo v e  th e  M a ste r . Y o u  a re  to  le a d  

o n e  a n o th er  c lo se r  to  G o d . If  o n e  o f  y o u  fa lls  b a c k  in  th e  se rv ic e  o f  G o d . th e  o th e r  o n e  w ill fa ll b a c k  to o . 

b e c a u se  m a rria g e  te n d s  to  e q u a liz e , to  m a k e  tw o  p e o p le  th e  sa m e. Y o u  h a v e  a  g re a t o b lig a tio n  to  e n c o u ra g e  

o n e  a n o th er a n d  n o t d isco u ra g e . D o  n o t tty  to  g e t a ll y o u  c a n  o u t o f  y o u r  m a rrie d  p a rtn e r , try  to  se e  h o w  

m u c h  y o u  c a n  d o  fo r  o n e  a n o th e r , a n d  y o u r  m a rriag e  w ill n o t  b e  a  fa ilu re  b u t a  g re a t  jo b  w e ll d o n e .”

E v e ry b o d y , a lth o u g h  th e y  th in k  F a th e r  T im  M a llo y  h a s  ta lk e d  v e ry  w e ll, is n o t w o rrie d  th a t th is  

m a rria g e  w ill b e  a  fa ilu re , b e c a u se  e v e ry o n e  k n o w s  th a t  b o th  Jac k  a n d  M a ry  a re  re a l C h ris tia n s  a n d  b e lie v e  

fro m  tire  b o tto m  o f  th e ir  h e a rts  in  th e  p ro m ises  th e y  m a k e , th e ir  sa cre d  p ro m ise  to  liv e  to g e th e r  u n til d e a th . 

T h e y ’re  c o n v in c e d  th a t c o m e  w h a t m a y  th e y  w ill b e  a b le  to  fa ce  w h a te v er  c o m e s, b e c a u se  C h ris t w ill b e  

w ith  th e m  h e lp in g  th e m  e v e ry  m in u te  o f  th e ir  liv e s .

I a m  o v e r  in  a  c o m er  o f  th e  sa n c tu a ry , th in k in g  h o w  w e ll G o d  w o rk s  th in g s  o u t. J im m y  S m ith  is  

o u t o f  th e  p re p  se m in a ry  fo r  a  little  v a c a tio n , w h ic h  h e  n e e d s. H e  is se rv in g  th e  w e d d in g  M a ss  w ith  so m e  

o th e r  fe llo w s a n d  is  v e ry  h a n d so m e  in d e e d . S o m e o n e  sa y s  a fte rw a rd s , “ J im m y  is  so  h a n d so m e. I t’s  to o  b a d  

th a t so m e g ir l w ill n o t h a v e h im .” A n d  I th in k  se c re tly  w ith in  m y se lf a b o u t P a t O ’M a lle y ’s b e a u te o u s  

c o u s in  M ary w h o  is n o w  a  n u n . a n d  a b o u t w h a t sh e sa id  o n c e a b o u t H a rry C a u le y . A n d  I sa y  to  m y se lf  

a g a in  th a t  th e  w a y  a  lo t  o f  p e o p le  ta lk , th e y  m u st  w a n t to  se e  o n ly  u g ly  p e o p le  in  th e  sa n c tu a ry , a n d  I d o n ’t  

th in k  th a t th a t w o u ld  g o to o  w e ll a t a ll w ith  a ll th e b e a u tifu l v e s tm e n ts a n d  o th e r th in g s . I d o n ’t sa y  

a n y th in g  to  th e  w o m an  w h o  sa y s th is , b e c a u se it is a  c h ee rfu l o c c a s io n  a n d  n o  tim e  fo r g e ttin g  m a d  a t 

p e o p le . S o  I  ju s t le t it  g o  a n d  th in k  th a t  it  is  v e ry  w o n d e rfu l  fo r  J im m y  S m ith  —  ju s t lik e  H a rry  C a u le y  —  

to  b e  g iv in g  u p  h is  y o u n g  life  fo r  th e  M a ste r .

T h e  b ig  b lo n d e  is  th e re  a t th e  w e d d in g  to o , b e c a u se  sh e  th in k s  th a t sh e  h a s  so m e  o b lig a tio n , s in ce  

sh e  w a s  tie d  u p  w ith  M r. M a rtin  fo r  so m e  tim e , a n d  sh e  a lso  p ro b a b ly  d o e sn ’t  w a n t  th e m  to  th in k  th a t sh e  

h a s  a n y  h a rd  fe e lin g s. S h e  is  th e re  w ith  h e r  fo u rth  o r  f if th  h u sb an d , a lth o u g h  it  is  h a rd  n o w  to  k e e p  tra c k , a s  

y o u  a re  b e g in n in g  to  n e e d  a n  a d d in g  m a ch in e . S h e  te lls  m e  th a t sh e  is  d o in g  so m e  so rt o f  v o lu n tee r  c h arity  

w o rk , to  sh o w  m e  th a t sh e  is  a  C h ris tia n , a n d  p ro b a b ly  b e c a u se  h e r  c o n sc ie n c e  is  b o th e rin g  h e r , a lth o u g h  a s  

y e t sh e  d o e s  n o t th in k  it  is  to o  b a d  to  b e  m a rry in g  o th e r  w o m e n ’s  h u sb a n d s  a t a  g re a t ra te  a n d  th is  is  ju s t  a  

g o o d  in d o o r  sp o rt. S h e  o n ly  s tay s  lo n g  e n o u g h  to  te ll M a ry  th a t sh e  w ish es  h e r  a ll k in d s o f  lu c k , b u t sh e  

d o e sn ’t sa y  th a t if  th is  d o e sn ’t  w o rk  th e re  a re  a  lo t o f  o th e r  fe llo w s  w h o  w ill  b e  w a itin g  fo r  h e r . A s sh e  is  

g o in g  o u t, h e r  la te s t h u sb an d  d o e sn ’t  h e lp  h e r  o n  w ith  h e r  c o a t, a n d  I  f ig u re  h is  d a y s  a re  n u m b e re d , b e ca u se  

in  th e  b lo n d e 's  b o o k  th is is su ff ic ie n t re a so n  fo r d iv o rc e , a n d  a  lo t o f  ju d g e s th in k  so  to o  a n d  w ill s it in  

c o u rt c a llin g  it m e n ta l c ru e lty  o r  in c o m p a tib ility  o r  so m e  o th e r  fa n c y  n a m e .

T h e R e v e re n d  F e rris c o m es to  M a ry ’s w e d d in g  to o . H e  w o u ld  h a v e c o m e h a lf  w a y  a ro u n d  th e  

w o rld  to  b e  th e re . H is su it is  p re sse d  v e ry  w e ll in d e e d  a n d  so  a re  h is  sh o e s sh in e d , a n d  th e  d o w a g e r  w o u ld  

b e  r ig h t p ro u d  o f  h im  if  sh e  c o u ld  se e  h im . H e  ta k e s  a  se a t in  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  c h u rc h  a n d  p ra y s  th a t  G o d  w ill 

ta k e  c a re  o f  h is  M a ry . S h e  h a d  w ritte n  to  h im  a b o u t  h e r  c h a n g e  to  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h  a n d  h e  h a d  sa id  th a t 

h e  w a s  v e ry  p le a se d .

H e  a n d  F a th er  T im  M a llo y  sa t n e x t  to  e ac h  o th e r  a t  th e  w e d d in g  b re a k fa st a n d  g o t  a lo n g  fa m o u s ly . 

T h e y  w e re  tw o  o f  a  k in d , re a l o u tsp o k e n  m e n  w h o  lo v e d  G o d . T h e  R e v e re n d  lik e d  F a th e r  T im  so  w e ll th a t 

h e  in v ite d  h im  d o w n  to  h is  p la c e  in  th e  c o u n try , a n d  F a th e r  T im  w e n t o n c e  a n d  lik e d  it so  w e ll th a t  h e  w e n t  

m a n y  tim es  a fte r  a n d  th e y  b e ca m e  th e  b e st o f  fr ie n d s , a n d  F a th e r  T im  fe e ls  v e ry  b a d  th a t R e v e re n d  F e rr is  

d o e s  n o t h a v e  th e  w h o le  tru th  a n d  th e S a c ra m en ts  o f  th e  C h u rc h  b e c a u se  so m e w h e re  w a y  b a c k  o n e  o f  h is  

fo re fa th e rs  fe ll in to  e rro r .

M r. a n d  M rs. S m ith  a re  th e re , b u t th e y  a re  n o t to o  h a p p y , b e c a u se  th e y  a re  th in k in g  o f  Ja n e t. M r. 

a n d  M rs. M a rtin  a re  th e re  to o . T h e y  d o  a  b it o f  ta lk in g , b u t re c o n c ilia tio n  is  o u t o f  th e  q u e s tio n  fo r  th e m .  

T im e  h a s  p u t its  f in g e r  o n  th is  p o ss ib ility . T h e y  b o th  lo o k  v e ry  w o rn , a n d  a s  th o u g h  th e y  h a v e  b o th  su ffe re d  

a  g re a t d e a l. A n d  I th in k  h o w  r ig h t M a ry  w a s  w h e n  sh e  sa id  th a t sh e  th o u g h t th a t h e r  m o th er sh o u ld  h a v e  

fo rg iv e n  h er  d a d  a n d  ta k en  h im  b a c k .

B u t  th e  o n e  fe llo w  th a t I n e v e r  e x p e c te d  to  se e  w a s  Jo e  M ille r , th e  h a rd w a re  sa le sm a n  th a t  to ld  m e  

I o u g h t to  b e  d o in g  b ig  th in g s  fo r  th e  L o rd . H e  h a d  b e e n  in  th e  se n d e e  w ith  Ja c k  T h o rn to n  a n d  s to p s  o ff  fo r  

th e  w e d d in g  b e c a u se  h e  th in k s so  m u c h  o f  Ja c k . T h is  tim e  h e  d o e sn ’t te ll m e  th a t h e  is  d isg u s te d  w ith  m e  

b e c a u se  m y  n a m e  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  in  b ig  lig h ts . H e  ju s t sa y s  th a t I h a v e  th e  life , a n d  h e  w ish e s  th a t h e  c o u ld  

th in k  th a t  h e  h a d  d o n e  a s  m u c h  fo r  h u m a n ity  a s  I  h a d , a lth o u g h  I  d o n ’t th in k  th a t I h a v e  d o n e  m u c h  a t  a ll.



X X X V II

IT  IS N ’T  V E R Y  O F T E N  th a t I g o  to  v is it  m y  b ro th e r  B ill. H e  liv e s  to o  fa r  a w ay . B u t h is  w ife  is  a  

g o o d  c o o k , a n d  h e  a n d  I h a v e  a  lo t o f  fu n  ta lk in g  a b o u t tilin g s  b u t m o stly  a b o u t  th e  re la tio n s o f  la b o r  a n d  

c a p ita l.

U su ally  b e fo re  I  g o  to  B ill’s  h o u se  I  b o n e  u p  o n  so m e  o f  th e  a b u se s  o f  c a p ita l  w h ic h  a re  w ritten  u p  

in  la b o r  p a p e rs , s tu ff  a b o u t  w o rk e rs  b e in g  p u sh ed  a ro u n d  fo r  w a n tin g  so m e  se c u rity  fo r  th e  fu tu re , e tc .

I d o  th is b e c a u se  B ill w o rk s fo r a  b ig  c o m p a n y  a n d  h a s a p re tty  g o o d  jo b  w h ic h  k e e p s h im  in  

c o n sta n t c o n ta c t w ith  th e  m a n ag e m en t, a n d  h e  is  a lw a y s re a d in g  th e ir s id e  o f  th e  s to ry  a n d  te llin g  m e  th a t 

c ap ita l c a n ’t g iv e  ra ise s  b e c a u se  w o rn -o u t  e q u ip m e n t  m u st b e  re p la ce d  a n d  re se rv e s sa v e d  fo r  th e  fu tu re , 

e tc .

W e ll, B ill a n d  I se e th e tilin g  fro m  d iffe re n t s id es , a n d  w e b o th  th in k  w e a re r ig h t, a n d  in  o u r  

a rg u m e n ts  w e  g e t n o  p la c e  v e ry  lo u d ly . B u t a s  I sa y , h is  w ife  is  a  g o o d  c o o k , a n d  a n y h o w  h e  is  m y  b ro th e r , 

so  I  g o  to  v is it h im  w h e n ev e r  I  c a n .

T h is p a rtic u la r  n ig h t, a  fe w  n ig h ts a fte r th e  w e d d in g  o f  Jac k  a n d  M a ry , I s ta y  u p  w a y  p a s t m y  

b e d tim e , a rg u in g  m y se lf  b lu e  in  th e  fa ce  a n d  try in g  to  c o n v e rt h im  to  la b o r’s s id e , b u t  w h e n  I le a v e  w e  a re  

in  th e  sa m e  p o s itio n  a s  w h e n  I  c a m e .

O n  m y  w a y  h o m e , I a m  th in k in g th a t th e p ro b le m  is re a lly v e ry s im p le , n e e d in g  n o th in g  b u t  

C h ris tia n  b ro th e rly  lo v e , a n d  th a t th e  C h u rc h  a n d  g o o d  p e o p le  o u g h t to  g e t to g e th e r a n d  g e t so m e  k in d  o f  

su rv e y  to  sh o w  w h a t la b o r  m a k es  a n d  h o w  m u c h  it c o s ts  to  liv e , a n d  w h a t is  th e  e x p e n se  o f  ru n n in g  a  b ig  

b u s in ess , a n d  so  o n , a n d  th e n  th e se  fa c ts  o u g h t to  b e  p u b lish e d , so  th a t th e  p u b lic  w ill k n o w  w h o  is  r ig h t. 

T h is is  v e ry  b ig  th in k in g  fo r  m e . I  th in k , a n d  I su p p o se sm a rte r  p e o p le  th a n  I h a v e  tr ie d  it . A n y h o w , I g e t 

h o m e  a b o u t  o n e  o ’c lo ck  in  th e  m o rn in g , a n d  n e x t m o rn in g  w h e n  th e  a la rm  r in g s, I th in k  th e re  a re  fa t m e n  

s ittin g  o n  m y  h e a d .

I s tru g g le  o u t  o f  b e d  a n d  o ffe r  m y  M a ss  a ll r ig h t, b u t  th e n  I  h a v e  to  se rv e  a s  d e a co n  fo r  F a th er  T im  

M a llo y , w h o  h a s  a  so lem n  h ig h  M a ss  fo r  o n e  o f  o u r  p a rish io n e rs  w h o  d ie d  so m e  tim e  a g o . D u rin g  th e  “D ies  

Irae ,” a s u su a l, w e  g o  to  th e s id e  o f  th e  sa n c tu a ry  a n d  s it d o w n . T h e “D ie s Ira e” is a  v e ry  b e a u tifu l a n d  

d re a d fu l h y m n  a b o u t  d e a th , a n d  o rd in a rily  I a m  v e ry  im p re sse d  w ith  it , e sp e c ia lly  w h e n  it sa y s  th a t if  e v e n  

th e  S a in ts  n e e d  th e  m e rc y  o f  G o d  v e ry  m u c h , h o w  a b o u t th e  re s t o f  u s?  U su ally  w h e n  I h e a r  th is  I m a k e  a  

re so lu tio n  to  le a d  a  b e tte r  life . B u t th is  p a rtic u la r  m o rn in g  th e  lo w  so lem n  to n e s  o f  th e  “D ie s  Ira e”  a re  ju s t  

w h a t I  n e e d  to  p u t  m e  to  s le e p .

W h e n  th e  h y m n  e n d s , th e  o th e r p rie sts re tu rn  to  th e  a lta r  to  c o n tin u e  th e ir p ra y ers fo r th e  d e a r  

p a rish io n e r  w h o  h a s  g o n e  b e fo re  u s  in  d e a th , a n d  th e re  I s it, o x  th a t  I  a m , so u n d  a s lee p . F a th e r  T im  M a llo y  

h a s  see n  a  lo t  o f  life  in  h is  d a y , b u t  th is  re a lly  d u m fo u n d s  h im . W h e n  h e  n o tic e s  th a t I  a m  m issin g , h e  se n d s  

a n  a lta r  b o y  to  n u d g e  m e , a n d  I  w a k e  u p  w ish in g  I  h a d  d ro p p e d  d e a d .

A fterw a rd , h e  d o e s  n o t sa y  a  w o rd  a b o u t it , w h ic h  ju s t  g o e s  to  sh o w  w h a t a  g ran d  o ld  m a n  o f  G o d  

h e is . In s tea d  h e ta k e s m e a ro u n d  sh o w in g  m e w h a t g iv e s w ith  th e n e w  c h u rch . “ I a m  a  h a rd  m a n  to  

c irc u m v e n t,”  h e  sa y s , th e  w a y  h e  d id  th a t  o th e r  tim e , a n d  th e n  h e  p o in ts  a ro u n d  th e  g ro u n d s .

I t  is  so m eth in g  to  se e . A ll  o v e r  th e  p la c e  th e re  a re  b e lls  a n d  p illa rs  a n d  a rch e s  a n d  e v e ry th in g  to  g o  

in to  a  f in e  c h u rch . T h e  m e n  a re  w o rk in g  o n  th e  fo u n d a tio n s , a n d  F a th er  T im  re m a rk s  th a t  in  a  y e a r  h e  w ill 

d e d ica te  th e  n e w  e d if ic e . H e  d o e s  n o t sa y  a n y th in g  a b o u t  U n c le  S a m  o r  th e  B ish o p , b u t I c a n  se e  w h e re  h e  

fe e ls  p re tty  g o o d  a b o u t th e m  d e c id in g  th a t, in a sm u c h  a s h e  h a s e v e ry th in g  o n  h a n d , h e  m ig h t a s w e ll g o  

a h e ad  a n d  b u ild  —  th e  w a r  b e in g  o v e r  a n y h o w .

T h e n  h e  ta k e s m e in to  h is ro o m , w ith  its th re ad b a re  ru g s a n d  w o rn  a n d  b a tte re d  fu rn itu re , a n d  

sh o w s  m e  a n  a rc h ite c t’s  sk e tch  o f  h o w  th e  c h u rc h  w ill  lo o k  w h e n  f in ish e d . I t w ill c erta in ly  b e  so m eth in g  to  

m a k e  y o u  s it u p  a n d  ta k e  n o tic e , a n d  w ill re lie v e  th e  e y e so re s c a u sed  b y  lo o k in g  a t u g ly  fa c to ry  b u ild in g s  

a n d  su c h  th in g s .

T h e  w a y  F a th e r  M a llo y  lo o k s  a t it , n o th in g  is  g o o d  e n o u g h  fo r  th e  K in g  o f  K in g s, th e  L o rd  Je su s  

C h ris t. H is  f irs t y e a rs a t S t. R o se  h e  h a d  sp e n t in  b u ild in g  u p  th e sc h o o l, so  th a t th e  little o n e s  w o u ld  b e  

ta u g h t  to  c o m e  u n to  C h ris t. F a th er  T im  f ig u re d  th a t  th e  L o rd  w o u ld  a p p ro v e  o f  th a t; b u t  n o w  th a t  th e  p a rish  

w a s  g e ttin g  a  little  a h e ad , h e  w o u ld  h a v e  n o th in g  b u t  th e  b e s t  fo r  H is  H o u se .

T h e n  h e c la p s m e o n  th e sh o u ld e r , p ra c tic a lly  b re ak in g  m y  b a c k , a n d  la u g h s h is h e a rty la u g h . 

“Y o u  k n o w , B o b ,” h e  sa y s, “ I h a v e  h a d  so m e  p re tty  jo y o u s fe u d s  w ith  c e rta in  c h ara c te rs  in  th is d io c e se  

w h o m  I w ill n o t b o th e r to  n a m e .” I k n o w  w h a t h e m e a n s . H e h a s d isa g re e d  w ith  c e rta in  p ries ts a b o u t 



c e rta in  p o lic ies , a n d  n o  p u n c h es  p u lle d . “ I th o u g h t,” h e  g o e s  o n , “ th a t it w o u ld  b e  a  g o o d  jo k e  if  1  w o u ld  

h a v e  a  sc u lp tu re d  p a n e l o f  h e ll in  m y  c h u rch , a n d  th e re  w o u ld  b e  a  c o u p le  o f  p e o p le  in  th e re , a n d  if  y o u  

lo o k  re a l c lo se  y o u  c o u ld  re c o g n iz e  th e m .” H e  sm ile s re m in isc en tly  a n d  c la p s m y  sh o u ld er  a g a in . “B u t I  

d e c id e d  th a t so m eb o d y  m ig h t  m isu n d e rs ta n d , so  I  d ro p p e d  th e  id e a .”  A t  th is  p o in t  h e  lo o k s  v e ry  lu g u b rio u s . 

“ B o b .”  h e  sa y s, “ fo lk s  n o w a d a y s  d o n ’t  h a v e  th e  w o n d e rfu l  ro b u s t  se n se  o f  h u m o r  th e y  h a d  b a c k  in  th e  g re a t  

d a y s o f  th e m e d iev a l c h u rc h  b u ild e rs. T h e y  w o u ld n ’t h a v e  th o u g h t a n y th in g  o f  p u llin g  a  g re a t jo k e  lik e  

th a t.”

I k n o w  w h a t h e m e an s , b e c a u se I re m em b e r fro m  re ad in g  h is to ry  th a t M ich e lan g e lo  o r o n e o f  

th o se  o ld  titan s  o f  a rt a n d  a rch ite c tu re  p u t a  g re a t p a in tin g  in  o n e  o f  th e  fa m o u s c h u rch e s , in  w h ic h  h e  

in c a rc e ra te d  in  tire  in fe rn a l re g io n s  c e rta in  c h a ra c te rs  w ith  w h o m  h e  h a d  h a d  a  sp a t o r  tw o . S till. I a m  g la d  

th a t F a th e r T im  d e c id e s a g a in s t it , b e c a u se I c a n  ju s t im a g in e p io u s fo lk s g e ttin g  a ll d isc o m b o o b era te d  

a b o u t  it —  a s  th e  fe llo w  in  th e  c o m ic  p a p e r  sa y s .

F in a lly , F a th e r  T im  sa y s  so m e th in g  a b o u t  h a v in g  h is  O ffic e  to  re a d , a n d  I  g o  m y  w a y  to  v is it so m e  

s ick  p e o p le . B u t I c a n 't h e lp  th in k in g  th a t  th in g s  a t th is  p o in t  a re  ju s t a b o u t  p e rfe c t a ro u n d  S t. R o se ’s , w ith  

F a th e r T im  g e ttin g  h is n e w  c h u rc h  a t lo n g  la s t, a n d  th e w a y life is b rig h te n in g  u p  fo r a ll m y  fr ie n d s, 

in c lu d in g  D a le  A n d e rso n  a n d  e v e n  Jo e  M ille r  th e  h a rd w a re  m a n , w h o  n o  lo n g e r  th in k s  th a t re lig io n  o u g h t  

to  b e  o p e ra ted  lik e  th e  B a rn u m  a n d  B a ile y  a n d  R in g lin g  B ro th e rs  G rea tes t  S h o w  o n  E a rth .

X X X V III

O N E  D A Y  a s  I  lo o k  o v e r  m y  m a il I se e  a  v e ry  sp ec ia l le tte r  fro m  th e  B ish o p . I  k n o w  th a t  h e  d o e s  

n o t  w a n t  m e  to  o rg a n iz e  th e  N a tio n a l  C a th o lic  W e lfa re  C o n fe ren c e , a s  th e  B ish o p s  h a v e  a lrea d y  o rg a n iz e d  

th is  a n d  h a v e  d o n e  a  p re tty  g o o d  jo b . I  c a n ’t  e x a c tly  f ig u re  w h a t w o u ld  b e  o n  th e  B ish o p ’s  m in d , a n d  I  o p e n  

th e  le tte r  w ith  c o n s id e rab le  a n x ie ty . M y  s to m a ch  s in k s  a  little  a s  I  re a d  th e  fo llo w in g :

“D e a r F a th e r , Y o u  a re h e reb y  n o tif ie d  th a t y o u  a re c h a n g e d  fro m  S t. R o se P a rish  to S t. A n n  

P a rish . Y o u  w ill  re p o rt  to  S t. A im  R e c to ry  n e x t  M o n d a y .

“Y o u r  w o rk  h a s  b e e n  sa tis fa c to ry  a n d  I k n o w  th a t y o u  w ill b e  z e a lo u s in  th e  n e w  f ie ld  o f  y o u r  

la b o r . G o d  b le ss  y o u .”

I h a d  b e e n  e x p e c tin g  it . A ll a ro u n d  m e  a ss is ta n ts  w e re  b e in g  c h an g e d  fro m  y e a r  to  y e a r . In  fa c t I  

h a d  s to p p e d  su b sc rib in g  to  m a g az in e s  fo r  m o re  th a n  a  y e a r  b e c au se  I  w a n te d  to  g iv e  th e m  m y  n e w  a d d ress  

w h e n  it  c a m e . I  fe e l a  little  sa d  b e c au se  I h a d  h a d  su ch  a  w o n d erfu l life  a t S t. R o se . F a th e r  T im  M a llo y  h a d  

b e e n  g re a t. H e  h a d  le t m e  c a n y  o u t  a b o u t  e v e ry  id e a  th a t  I  e v e r  h a d , a s  lo n g  a s  h e  w a s  c o n v in c e d  it  w a s  fo r  

th e  g o o d  o f  re lig io n . I h a d  ru n  in to  h u n d re d s o f  w o n d e rfu l p e o p le  th a t I w o u ld  n e v e r fo rg e t. I h a v e  b e e n  

te llin g  y o u  o f  a  fe w  o f  th e m .

I g o  in to  F a th e r T im ’s  ro o m  a n d  te ll h im  th a t I a m  tra n sfe n e d . I  k n o w  h e  fe e ls  a  little  to u g h  a n d  I  

fe e l a  little o f  th e sa m e m y se lf . H e sa y s, “ W e ll, m y  b o y , I ’m  so rry  to  h e a r it . Y o u ’v e  d o n e  a  g o o d  jo b  

a ro u n d  h e re , a n d  I ’ll m iss  y o u  a  lo t. B u t I g u e ss th a t it’s a  g o o d  th in g  to  g e t a ro u n d  a n d  m e e t d iffe ren t  

p e o p le . I t w ill h e lp  y o u  to  b e  a  b e tte r  p rie s t. W e ’re in  Q u is t’s a n n y  y o u  k n o w , a n d  w h e n  w e ’re  to ld  to  

m o v e  th a t is  a ll th e re  is  to  it .”

F a th e r T im  ta k e s  o u t h is  h a n d k e rch ie f  a n d  w ip e s h is  e y e s , a s  h e  d o e s  a t m a rria g e s  o f  h is  k id s  a n d  

a t  g ra d u a tio n  e x erc ises , a n d  I  fe e l  v e ry  sa d  to o , b e c a u se  w e  h a v e  c erta in ly  b e c o m e  g re a t p a ls .

I sa y  to  F a th e r  T im , “D o n ’t  w o rry , F a th e r , I ’ll b e  b a c k  to  se e  y o u  a  lo t. I w o n ’t  b e  to o  fa r  a w ay , 

a n d  w e ’ll  ta k e  o ld  L u c ife r  fo r  a  r id e  a n d  m a k e  p la n s  fo r  c o n v ertin g  th e  w o rld .”

A t m y  fa rew e ll d in n e r , F a th er  T im  b lo w s  m e  u p  so  b ig  th a t I  a m  e m b a rrasse d , b u t n o  o n e  see m s  to  

m in d , a s  th is  is  a  c u s to m  a w a y  b a c k  in  h u m a n  n a tu re . H e  sa y s , “F a th e r  R o b e rt is  th e  b e s t p ries t  I  h a v e  e v e r  

h a d .”  E v e ry o n e  k n o w s  th a t  h e  h a s  sa id  th is  o f  e a c h  o f  th e  in n u m e ra b le  a ss is ta n ts  h e  h a s  h a d .

Ja c k  T h o rn to n  a n d  M a ty M a rtin  a re  th e re  a n d  te ll m e  h o w  Jac k  Ju n io r  is  d o in g . O ’M a lley  is  th e re  

to o , a n d  h e  te lls  m e  th a t  h e  is  g o in g  to  m o v e  to  th e  n e w  p a rish  o f  S t. A n n , w h e re  I a m  g o in g , so  th e  tw o  o f  

u s  c a n  sh o w  th e m  so m e  re a l C a th o lic ism . I  d o n 't sa y  to  O ’M a lle y  th a t  h e  sh o u ld n ’t  d o  th a t, b e c au se  I  k n o w  

th a t M rs. O ’M a lley  w ill sac k  th e  w h o le  id e a  in  v e iy  n e a t fa sh io n . O ’M a lley  is su c h  a  d re a m er. H e  f ig u res  

th a t to  m o v e  a ll y o u  h a v e  to  d o  is  p a c k  th e  k id s  in  th e  c a r  a n d  b e  o ff .

O f  c o u rse  I g iv e  a  sp ee c h  in  w h ic h  I so rt o f  c h o k e  u p . I sa y  to  th e m , “ I h a v e  tr ie d  to  d o  m y  b e s t”  

(w h ic h  I re a lize  is  a  b it o f  a n  e x a g g e ra tio n  b u t is  o .k . g e n era lly  sp e ak in g ) . I sa y , “ I h a v e  b e e n  h a p p ie r th a n  

e v e r  in  m y  life ”  (w h ic h  is  n o  e x a g g e ra tio n , u n less  m a y b e  m y  y e a rs  fro m  o n e  to  fo u r  w e re  h a p p ie r , w h ic h  I  



c a n ’t re m e m b e r  v e ry  w e ll) . I f in a lly  w in d  u p  b y  sa y in g , " I o n ly  h o p e  th a t th ro u g h  m y  e ffo rts  so m e  o f  y o u  

w ill  le a d  a  b e tte r  life  a n d  lo v e  O u r  L o rd  m o re .”

I d o n ’t e v e n  te ll a  jo k e , a s sh o u ld  b e d o n e  o n  su c h  a n  o c c a s io n , b e c a u se I h a v e  b e e n  to o  b u sy  

p a c k in g  m y  b o o k s  a n d  c lo th e s  to  lo o k  o n e  u p  in  th e  jo k e  b o o k .

A fte rw a rd s  I  g o  o v e r  to  O ’M a lle y ’s  h o u se  to  h a v e  a  m a n  to  m a n  ta lk . W e  re v iew  th e  w o rk  th a t h a s  

b e e n  d o n e  b y  lu s  g ro u p  o f  la y m e n . T h e y  h a v e  tr ied  to  s ta rt  th e  fa m ily  R o sa ry a n d  a re  d o in g  q u ite  w e ll. I te ll  

h im  th a t it  is  o b v io u s  w h y  G o d  m a d e  h im  m e e t h is  b e a u tifu l w ife  a n d  le a v e  th e  se m in a ry  a n d  g e t  m a rrie d . I  

sa y  it is  b e c a u se  h e  is  d o in g  g re a t  w o rk  in  th e  w o rld , a n d  I  te ll h im  to  k e e p  o n  w o rk in g  h a rd  a n d  p ra y in g . I  

te ll h im  th a t I th in k  th a t h is n e w sp a p er w o rk  is g e ttin g  b e tte r a n d  b e tte r , a n d  I h a v e g o tte n  q u ite a  fe w  

se rm o n s fro m  it . I te ll O ’M a lle y  th is b e c a u se I a m  g o in g  a w ay . If  I w a s g o in g  to  s ta y  a t S t. R o se , y o u  

w o u ld n ’t h a v e  h e a rd  a  p e e p  o u t o f  m e .

I te ll h im  th a t I h a v e  a  n e w  id e a  fo r  e n co u rag in g  v o c a tio n s , a n d  I  k n o w  th a t  h e  w ill lik e  it  b e c a u se  

h e  lik e s s ta tis tic s , a n d  w ill m a y b e  w rite  a  p re tty  g o o d  a rtic le  o n  it . I sa y , “ I t w o u ld  m a k e  v e ry  in te re s tin g  

re ad in g  to  c o m p ile s ta tis tic s o f  th e  w o rk  o f  a  p rie s t. H e  b rin g s G o d  o n  e a rth  th re e  h u n d re d  a n d  s ix ty -f iv e  

tim es  a  y e ar . Y o u  c o u ld  k e e p  tra c k  o f  th e  n u m b e r  o f  c o n fe ssio n s h e  h e a rs . H e  g iv e s a t le as t  th ree  ta lk s  to  

la rg e  g ro u p s  o f  p e o p le  a  w e ek . Y o u  w o u ld  h a v e  to  f ig u re  th e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le . H e  b a p tiz e s  so  m u c h . H e  is  

in  h is  o ff ic e  fo r  so  lo n g  e v e ry  d a y  ta lk in g  to  so  m a n y  p e o p le . H e  w rites  so  m a n y  le tte rs , a n d  a ll o f  it is  fo r  

G o d . I  th in k  th a t  y o u  c o u ld  d o  so m e th in g  w ith  th is , O ’M a lle y .”

I d rin k  a  c u p  o f c o ffee a s u su a l, a n d  I d o n ’t fe e l a s b a d  a s I d id  a b o u t le a v in g . In  fa c t I a m  

w o n d e rin g  w h a t n e w  th in g s  w ill o p e n  u p  to  m e . I g o  h o m e  fo r  a  fe w  d a y s  to  M o m  a n d  D a d . a n d  th e y  a re  

v e ry ' p ro u d  to  h a v e  m e  a ro u n d  w ith  th e m , e a tin g  th e ir  fo o d  a n d  k e e p in g  o n e  o f  th e ir ro o m s in  a  tu rm o il. I  

a m  v is itin g  a ll th e  s ick  th a t th e y  c a n  th in k  o f  a n d  a ll th e  re la tiv e s  b a c k  to  a b o u t th e  th ird  d e g ree , so m e  o f  

w h o m  I  d o n ’t e v e n  k n o w . A ll a re  v e ry  p ro u d  o f  m e  b e c a u se  I  a m  a  p rie s t, e v e n  if  I  a m  ju s t  o rd in a ry '.

W h e n  I g e t to  th e  n e w  p a rish , th e  p e o p le  h a v e  a  lo o k  a t m e  a n d  d e c id e  th a t th e y  w ill b rin g  th e ir  

p ro b le m s  to  th e  p rie s ts  th a t a re  a lrea d y  in  th e  p a rish , a s  th e y  a re  a fra id  to  ta k e  a  c h a n ce  w ith  m e  r ig h t o ff . I  

h a v e  q u ite  a  b it o f  tim e  o n  m y  h a n d s , so  I  d e c id e  to  re m in isc e  a b o u t  th e  g o o d  o ld  d a y s  a t S t. R o se . I d e c id e  

to  w rite  it d o w n  o n  p a p e r , b e c a u se  th e  w a y  I f ig u re , I h a v e  d o n e  a  lo t o f  re a l liv in g  fo r  a  fe llo w  m y  a g e . I t 

isn ’t  b ig  a n d  e x c itin g  Jo e  M ille r  s tu ff  b e c a u se  I ’m  n o t  th a t ty p e , b u t it’s  g ra tify in g , w o n d erfu l  w o rk , n o t  to  

m e n tio n  b e in g  a  g o o d  w a y  to  sh o w  G o d  th a t  y o u  th a n k  H im  fo r  e v e ry th in g .


