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PREFACE

K F R IE N D -B Y -C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  o n c e  a s k e d  m e  w h a t th e  “ S .J .” b e h in d  m y  n a m e m e a n t . I to ld  h im , o f  

c o u rs e , th a t  th e  le t te r s  s ta n d  fo r  " S o c ie ty  o f  J e su s ,”  a n d  th a t  y o u  f in d  th e m  b e h in d  e v e ry  J e su i t ’s  n a m e .

T h e  th o u g h t  th e n  c a m e  to  m e  th a t th e re  m u s t b e  a  lo t o f  p e o p le  w h o  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t “ S J .”  m e a n s , th o u g h  th e ir  

n u m b e r  is  n o t  n e a r ly  s o  g re a t  a s  th e  le g io n  o f  th o s e  w h o  a re  e r ro n e o u s ly  c e r ta in  th e y  k n o w  e x a c t ly  w h a t  a  J e s u i t is .

I h a v e , o f f a n d  o n . r e a d  t i l in g s in  w h ic h  th e w o rd  " J e s u i t ic a l” w a s u s e d  to  m e a n  a n y th in g  u n d e rh a n d e d  o r  

d ia b o lic a l. I  h a v e  s e e n  th e  J e s u it  d e s c r ib e d  a s  s tr ic t ly  a  c lo a k -a n d -d a g g e r  m a n . s l in k in g  a b o u t  c o r r id o r s  m u s ty  w ith  in tr ig u e .  

A  J e s u i t f r ie n d  o f  m in e . to o . F a th e r  E d  M o o d y , to ld  m e  h e  h a d  h a d  th is  s a m e  e x p e rie n c e . In  f a c t, th e  b o o k s  h e  h a d  r e a d , 

p o r tr a y in g  J e su i ts  a s  s c h e m e rs , p lo t te r s , a n d  th e  b ra in s  b e h in d  th e  b ra in s ,  h a d  g iv e n  h im  a n  in te re s t in  th e  J e su i ts  a n d  h e  h a d  

s a id  to  h im se lf , " T h a t’s fo r m e .”  D is a p p o in t in g ly , h e  d is c o v e re d , o f  c o u rs e , th a t th e  c lo a k -a n d -d a g g e r  d e p a r tm e n t e x is ts  

o n ly  in  b o o k s  o r  in  th e  m in d s  o f  v e ry  y o u n g  J e s u i t n o v ic e s  p ro w lin g  a b o u t  th e  d a rk  b a se m e n ts  o f  o ld  n o v it ia te s .

T h e n ,  to o . n e ith e r  d o  th e  f r ie n d s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  a lw a y s  k n o w  w h e re o f  th e y  s p e a k . K a te  O ’B r ie n , fo r  in s ta n c e , in  a n  

e s s a y  o n  S t. F ra n c is  X a v ie r  in  th e  b o o k  Saints for Now, r e m a rk s  th a t th e  J e s u i t is  " u n d e r  a  s tr ic t ly  im p e rso n a l  d is c ip l in e .”  

A n y  J e s u i t k n o w s  th a t th e  d is c ip l in e  h e  is  u n d e r  is  u s u a l ly  f a r  f ro m  im p e rs o n a l . In  f a c t , th e re  m a y  b e  o c c a s io n s  w h e n  h e  

w ish e s  i t  w e re  m o re  im p e rs o n a l .

A g a in , th e re  a re  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  p o r tra y e d  th e  J e s u i t a s  r e se m b lin g  a  m a n  f ro m  M a rs , b o a s t in g  a  la rg e  b a re  g re e n  

h e a d  w ith  tw o  b lin k in g  l ig h t b u lb s  in  p la c e  o f  e a r s . O th e rs  h a v e  p o r tr a y e d  h im  a s  a n  e f f ic ie n c y  e x p e r t  o f  s o m e  s o r t . S ti l l  

o th e r s  h a v e  e n d o w e d  h im  w ith  s u p e rh u m a n  p o w e rs  o f  c o n c e n tra t io n .

N o w  I  a d m it th a t th e re  a re  s o m e  J e s u i ts  w h o  h a v e  n e c e s s a r i ly  ta k e n  p a r t in  a c t iv i tie s  w h ic h  m a y  h a v e  m a d e  th e m  

s e e m  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  c lo a k -a n d -d a g g e r  d iv is io n , [ fo o tn o te : I t m u s t  b e  s ta te d , h o w e v e r , th a t  J e s u i ts  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  k n o w n  to  

s l in k  a ro u n d  m u s ty  c o r r id o r s h a v e  d o n e  s o  e i th e r  to  s a v e  th e ir n e c k s  o r  b e c a u s e  th e  c o r r id o r s o f  m a n y  J e su i t h o u se s  a re  



s im p ly  to o  o ld  n o t to  b e  m u s ty , a n d  a n y th in g  m o v in g  in  th e m  m ig h t  b e  s a id  to  s l in k .] I  a ls o  a d m it  th a t  a  J e s u it  c a n  f e e l , a t  

t im e s , th a t h e  is  u n d e r  a  v e iy  “ im p e rs o n a l d is c ip l in e " in d e e d . I c o n c e d e , to o , th a t th e re  r e a lly  a re  s o m e  J e s u i ts  w h o  d o  

r e se m b le  m e n  f ro m  M a rs , th o u g h  th e ir  h e a d s  a re  m o re  o f te n  p in k  o r  g lis te n in g  w h ite  r a th e r  th a n  g re e n . T h e re  a re  s o m e ,  to o ,  

w h o  a re  d e f in i te ly  e f f ic ie n c y  e x p e r ts . A n d  w e  h a v e  a  f e w  g e n iu se s , th o u g h  I a m  n o t a c q u a in te d  w ith  a n y  J e s u i ts  b o a s tin g  

s u p e rh u m a n  p o w e rs  o f  c o n c e n tra t io n .

[ fo o tn o te : I h a v e  b e e n  in fo rm e d , h o w e v e r , o f  o n e  J e s u i t w h o  h a d  d e v e lo p e d  h is  p o w e rs  o f  c o n c e n tra tio n  to  a  h ig h  

d e g re e . O n  o n e  o c c a s io n  h e  w a s  p a c in g  u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  d e c k  o f  a  b a n a n a  b o a t in  C e n tra l A m e r ic a n  w a te r s , r e a d in g  h is  

B re v ia ry . S in c e  th e re  w a s n o  r a i l o n  th e  c ra f t , in  a n  u n g u a rd e d  m o m e n t, h e  w a lk e d  o f f  th e  e n d  o f  th e  b o a t a s h e  r e a d .  

Im m e d ia te ly , o f  c o u rse , h e  w e n t  u n d e r  w a te r , b u t  w itn e s se s  a re  p re p a re d  to  s w e a r  th a t  w h e n  h e  b o b b e d  u p  to  th e  s u r fa c e  h e  

im p e r tu rb a b ly  tu rn e d  a  p a g e  o f  h is  b o o k . U n fo rtu n a te ly , I  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a b le  to  t r a c e  th e  w itn e s se s  o f  th is  p h e n o m e n o n  to  

d a te .

[T h e n  th e re  w a s  th a t  o th e r  J e s u i t w h o  w a n d e re d  in to  th e  C o lle g e  C h u rc h  ( th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. F ra n c is  X a v ie r ) in  S t. 

L o u is  o n e  e v e n in g  d u r in g  H o ly  W e e k , c u r io u s a s to  w h o  w a s g iv in g  th e  s e rm o n  a n d  a n x io u s to  h e a r i t . D e s p ite th is  

in a u s p ic io u s  b e g in n in g ,  h e  g a v e  a  f in e  s e rm o n .

[ I a m  n o t  c e r ta in  w h e th e r  th e  tw o -c a r  c o llis io n  w h ic h  o n c e  o c c u r re d  o n  a n  o p e n  S o u th  D a k o ta  p ra ir ie  w a s  d u e  to  

o v e r -c o n c e n tra t io n  o r  n o t . A t  a n y  r a te , I  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  tw o  J e s u it  d r iv e rs  o n c e  m e t in  th is  w a y , w ith  n o  o th e r  c a r s  o r  e v e n  

t r e e s  a ro u n d  fo r  m ile s .]

B u t. w ith  a l l th e s e  a d m iss io n s , i t m u s t  b e  a d d e d  th a t  th e s e  r e se m b la n c e s  a re  s tr ic t ly  c o in c id e n ta l  a n d  r a re . I  w a n t  to  

w r i te  h e re  o f  th e  J e s u it I  k n o w  b e s t , th e  o rd in a ry  g a rd e n  v a r ie ty  o f  J e s u it . A n d  I  th in k  I  a m  in  a  g o o d  p o s i t io n  to  w rite  a b o u t 

h im  b e c a u s e  n o t  to o  lo n g  a g o  I c o m p le te d  th e  J e s u it c o u rs e  o f  t r a in in g  a n d  s tu d ie s  a n d  a m  n o w  a  fu l l -g ro w n , i f  n o t  fu l ly  

m a tu re d , J e s u i t .

O th e rs  h a v e  w rit te n  o f  th e ir  p ro fe s s io n s  —  d o c to rs , la w y e rs , m e n  l ik e  P r iv a te  H a rg ro v e  a n d  W illie  M a u ld in . T h e n ,  

to o . F a th e r  X  a n d  F a th e r  L e o  T re s e  h a v e  w rit te n  o f  th e  d io c e sa n  p r ie s th o o d . S o  w h y  s h o u ld n ’t  I , w h o  a m  a  J e su i t , w rite  

a b o u t  my p ro fe s s io n  a n d  my l i f e ?

O n e  c a n  g e t  a  v e n  g o o d  id e a  o f  th e  n a tu re  a n d  p u rp o s e  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s , o f  i ts  o r ig in  a n d  h is to ry , f ro m  a n y  

n u m b e r  o f  g o o d  s o u rc e s . I  d o  n o t  d a re  o r  c a re  to  c o m p e te  w ith  th e  a u th o rs  o f  th e s e  to m e s , b u t  w o u ld  p re fe r  to  s p e a k  h e re  o f  

th e  l ig h te r  s id e  o f  a  J e su i t ’s  t r a in in g , to  p o r tr a y  th e  e n jo y a b le , h a p p y  t im e s  w e  J e s u i ts  h a v e  k n o w n  in  o u r  le n g th y  c o u rs e  o f  

s tu d ie s ,  to  p o in t  o u t  th a t  w e  d o  n o t  o rd in a r i ly  p u rsu e  o u r  c o u rse  w ith  c le n c h e d  te e th  a n d  ju t tin g  ja w .

I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  te ll  h e re  w h a t  I k n o w  o f  a  J e su i t 's  e s se n c e , o f  w h a t  m a k e s  h im  t ic k , a n d  o f  th e  t i l in g s  th a t  p e rh a p s  

m a k e  h im  s ic k . U n fo rtu n a te ly , s u c h  b o o k s  o n  th e  r e l ig io u s  l i f e  a re  u s u a l ly  w rit te n  b y  th o s e  w h o  a re  n o  lo n g e r  l iv in g  th e  l i f e  

th e y  d e s c r ib e . S u c h  w e re  M o n ic a  B a ld w in ’s  I Leap Over the Wall a n d  G a ry  M a c E o in ’s  Nothing Is Quite Enough. S u c h  

w o rk s  c a n n o t h e lp  s h o w in g  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e ir  a u th o r ’s d iv o rc e  f ro m  th e  l i f e  th e y  d e s c r ib e . H ig h  t im e  w e  h e a rd  f ro m  

s o m e o n e  u n a w a re  o f  a n y  w a ll .

T h e re  a re , a s  y o u  k n o w , th re e  c la s s e s  o f  J e su i t : J e s u i t p r ie s ts , b ro th e r s , a n d  s c h o la s t ic s . T h e  la s t-n a m e d  s p e c ie s  is  a  

s o r t  o f  b a b y  J e s u it  g ro w in g  u p  in to  a  p r ie s t . T h e  y o u n g  J e s u i t is  c a l le d  a  " s c h o la s t ic "  f ro m  h is  e n tra n c e  in to  th e  S o c ie ty  u n til  

h is  o rd in a t io n  a s  a  p r ie s t . S in c e  I  a m  a  J e s u it  p r ie s t . I  s h a l l  t r e a t h e re  o n ly  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  s c h o la s t ic  a n d  p r ie s t .
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A b o u t  th e  l i f e  o f  o u r  b ro th e r s , s u f f ic e  i t to  s a y  th a t th e ir s  is  a  h u m b le  v o c a t io n  a n d  a s  g re a t a s  i t  is  h u m b le . T h e y  

f a i th fu l ly  ta k e  c a re  o f  a l l o u r  m a te r ia l  n e e d s , d a y  in  a n d  d a y  o u t . n o t fo r  a n y  p a y  n o r  b e c a u s e  o f  a n y  s p e c ia l d e v o tio n  to  u s .  

b u t  fo r  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . T h e y  a rc  t ru ly  g re a t  m e n . r e a l  u n s u n g  h e ro e s .

In  t l iis  b o o k  I  s h o u ld  l ik e  to  t r a c e  th e  J e su i t  b a c k  to  h is  s o u rc e s : W h e re  d id  h e  f i r s t a p p e a r?  U n d e r  a  m ic ro s c o p e  o r  

a  ro c k ?  D id  h e  h a tc h  f ro m  a n  e g g ?  D id  h e  ju s t  s u d d e n ly  a p p e a r  o n e  d a y  in  a  c a ss o c k ,  o r  d id  h e  s ta r t  o u t  m u c h  a s  a n y o n e  e ls e  

s ta r ts  o u t . in  a  d ia p e r?  W a s  h e  f a s te n e d  u p o n  e a r ly  in  l i f e  b y  s o m e  h a rd e n e d  J e su i t a n d  s o  t r a in e d  th a t h e  c o u ld  b e  n o th in g  

e ls e ?  O r  w a s  h e  p e rh a p s  s o ld  b y  h is  p a re n ts , a t  a n  e a r ly  a g e . to  th e  G e n e ra l  o f  th e  J e s u i ts ?  O r  d id  th e  J e su i ts  c o n s p ire  to  ta k e  

a w a y  th e  o ld  h o m e s te a d  u n le s s  t l iis  b o y  w o u ld  p ro m is e  to  jo in  th e ir  S o c ie ty ?  O r . lo o k in g  a t i t a n o th e r  w a y . d id  t l iis  y o u n g  

m a n , a f te r a n  e a r ly  l i f e  s p e n t in  c r im e , d e c id e  to  e n te r  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s a s  a  r e fu g e , a s  ro m a n tic  t r a d i t io n  te l ls  u s  o n e  

s ig n s  u p  fo r  th e  F re n c h  F o re ig n  L e g io n ?  T h e s e  a n d  o th e r  s im ila r ly  s e r io u s  q u e s t io n s  I s h o u ld  l ik e  to  a n s w e r .
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T h e n ,  I  s h o u ld  l ik e  to  ta k e  a  g la n c e  a t  th e  J e s u i t  c o u rs e  o f  t r a in in g  a n d  s tu d y . H o w  d o e s  th e  p ro d u c tio n  l in e  tu rn  o u t  

J e su i ts ?  A re  th e y  in d o c tr in a te d , p ro p a g a n d iz e d  m o rn in g  a n d  n ig h t?  D o  lo u d -s p e a k e r s  b la re  in to  th e ir e a r s  th e  n e fa r io u s  

p r in c ip le s  o f  S t. Ig n a t iu s  a t  e v e ry  w a k in g  m o m e n t?  A n d  d o e s  a  te le v is io n  c a m e ra  in  th e ir  ro o m  k e e p  th e m  c o n s ta n t ly  b e fo re  

th e  e y e s  o f  th e ir  s u p e r io r s  w h ile  a  s ig n  o n  th e  w a ll p ro c la im s  “ B ig  B ro th e r  is  w a tc h in g  y o u ” ?  I s  th e  c o u rse  o f  t r a in in g  a n d  

s tu d y  in  th e  S o c ie ty  a n  im p e rso n a l th in g ?  I s  th e  f in a l J e s u i t  p ro d u c t  ju s t  a  b ig  b ra in  m o v e d  a ro u n d  b y  le g s , n o  d if fe re n t  a t a l l  

f ro m  th e  b ra in  n e x t  to  h im  o r  i t?

I  s h o u ld  l ik e , h e re , to  lo o k  a t tw o  s id e s  o f  th e  J e s u i t : th e  o u ts id e  w h ic h  y o u  s e e  ( a n d  th is  w ill  n e c e s s a r i ly  c o n s is t  o f  

a  l ig h t  a n d  a  s e r io u s  s id e )  a n d  th e  in s id e  w h ic h  y o u  c a n n o t  s e e  b u t  w h ic h  y o u  c a n  o n ly  g u e s s  a t .

In  th e s e  p a g e s , to o , I  w is h  to  r a m b le  o n  a  b it  a b o u t a  c la s s  w h ic h  th e  a rm y  c a l ls  i ts  “ b ra s s ”  b u t ‘w h ic h  th e  S o c ie ty  

k n o w s  m o re  s ig n if ic a n t ly  a s  h e r  s u p e r io r s . I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  d e s c r ib e  th e m  a s  th e y  a re , s o  th a t  th e  r e a d e r  c a n  ju d g e  fo r  h im s e lf  

w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e y  a re  th e  a u to m a to n s  th e y  h a v e  s o m e tim e s  b e e n  p ic tu re d .

I  m ig h t a s  w e ll a d m it r ig h t n o w  th a t th is  is  a  la b o r  o f  lo v e . S o m e  y e a r s  a g o . F a th e r  D a n  L o rd , S .J . , w ro te  a  b o o k  

e n ti tle d  My Mother. I t  w a s  a  lo v e ly  b o o k , a b o u t a  lo v e ly  p e rs o n , M rs . L o rd . I o n ly  w is h  th a t I  c o u ld  w rite  a s  g o o d  a  b o o k  

a b o u t  a n o th e r  lo v e ly  m o th e r , th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s .

A s  I lo o k  b a c k  o n  th e  c o u rse  o f  t r a in in g  in  th e  S o c ie ty , th e  v a r io u s s to r ie s  o f  m y  c o m p a n io n s  a n d  f r ie n d s  th e re  

r e m in d  m e  o f  th e  w o rd s  o f  O ld  F o n t in  B ry a n  M a c M a h o n ’s Children of the Rainbow: “ T h e  t im e  I s p e a k  o f , o u r  l iv e s  w e re  

s o  th ro n g e d  w ith  s m a ll  b e a u tie s  th a t y o u  w o u ld n ’t  th in k  ’tw a s  s o n s  a n ’ d a u g h te r s  o f  th e  f le sh  w e  w e re , b u t  c h ild re n  o f  th e  

r a in b o w  d w e ll in ’ a lw a y s  in  th e  m o rn in ’ o f  th e  w o r ld !”

T h is e x p la in s , to o , w h y  I h a v e  c h o s e n  s u c h  a  p e c u lia r  t i t le  fo r  th is  b o o k . V a r io u s  m o re  g ru e s o m e  t i t le s  c a m e  to  

m in d , s u c h  a s  Terrible Tales of Jesuit Intrigue o r  Twenty Years of Captivity or I Was Hypnotized by a Jesuit. B u t, w h ile  a n y  

s u c h  t i t le  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  h e lp  to  s e ll th e  b o o k , i t  w o u ld  a ls o  b e  m is le a d in g . W ith  a l l  th e  w o rk  a n d  s w e a t  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  p a r t  

o f  th e  p a s t tw e n ty  y e a r s  o r  s o , th e re  h a s  b e e n  s o  m u c h  e n jo y m e n t th a t I  c o u ld  n o t  c a l l th e  a c c o u n t o f  th o s e  y e a r s  a n y th in g  

o th e r  th a n  I'll Die Laughing!
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IT  T A K E S  f i f te e n  y e a r s  to  b e c o m e  a  J e s u i t p r ie s t , s o  y o u  h a v e  to  s ta r t  f a ir ly  e a r ly  i f  y o u 'r e  g o in g  to  l iv e  th a t  lo n g .  

A n d  s o  i t w a s . th a t  o n  a  h o t  A u g u s t  d a y  in  O m a h a  (1 1 6  d e g re e s ) , a n o th e r  p o te n t ia l  J e s u i t a n d  I  t r a d e d  d ry  O m a h a  h e a t  fo r  a  

s o g g y S t. L o u is  h e a t . T h is  w a s  in  1 9 3 6 . I r e m e m b e r  w h e n  I w a s  le a v in g  th e  O m a h a  U n io n  S ta tio n , m y  f a th e r , c h a r ita b le  

I r is h m a n  th a t h e  w a s . a c te d  a s  i f  h e  w a s  g o in g  to  m iss  m e . M y  le a v in g  s e e m e d  s e r io u s  a ls o  to  tw o  g o o d  f r ie n d s  w h o  w e re  a t  

th e  d e p o t  w h e n  th e  t r a in  s to p p e d  a t  C o u n c il B lu f f s . O n e  o f  th e m  g a v e  m e  a  le t te r  c o n ta in in g  a l l th e  t i l in g s  h e  w a n te d  to  s a y  

—  th e  g o o d  w is h e s  a n d  th e  p le d g e s  o f  c o n tin u e d  f r ie n d s h ip  a n d  p ra y e r s . B u t i t a ls o  s e e m e d  to  p o r te n d  a  p e rm a n e n t a n d  

c o m p le te  s e p a ra t io n . T h e  g e n e ra l id e a  e v e n  o n e  s e e m e d  to  h a v e  w a s  th a t I w a s  d o in g  a  v e ry  b ra v e  t i lin g , g o in g  o f f  in to  

v o lu n ta ry  e x ile . T o  m e  i t  s e e m e d  m o re  l ik e  a n  a d v e n tu re  o f  s o r ts , o n e  th a t  m ig h t  p ro v e  to  b e  a  d u d . s u re ,  b u t  n e v e rth e le s s  a n  

a d v e n tu re . A n d  i t w a s  m o re  c h a ra c te r iz e d  b y  c u r io s ity  th a n  b y  b ra v e ry . T h e  s e p a ra tio n s  w e re  n o t e a sy , b u t  th e  m y s te ry  o f  

w h a t  la y  a h e a d  n e u tra l iz e d  th e  p a in .

M y  c o m p a n io n  a n d  I h a d  q u ite  a  t im e  ju s t  b e fo re  g o in g  to  S t. S ta n is la u s  S e m in a ry . F lo r is s a n t . M is so u r i , to  b e g in  

o u r  N o v itia te . B o th  o f  u s  f ig u re d  th a t  w e  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  m u c h  fu n  a g a in . A n d  s o  w e  h a d  p la n n e d  o n  a n  e x tra  tw o  d a y s  in  

S t. L o u is  b e fo re  b e in g  c o m m itte d  a t  F lo r is sa n t . W e  a te  a s  th o u g h  w e  w o u ld  n e v e r  e a t a g a in  (w h ic h  w a s  p ro b a b ly  th e  m o s t  

i ro n ic a l  tw is t o f  a l l o u r  s p re e , s in c e  I 'v e  b e e n  e a t in g  l ik e  a  h o g  e v e r  s in c e ) . W e  to o k  in  e v e ry  p o s s ib le  e v e n t  w e  c o u ld  —  

m o v ie s , c lu b s , th e  S t. L o u is  M u n ic ip a l O p e ra , w h e re  w e  s a w  th e  m u s ic a l v e rs io n  o f  A Connecticut Yankee. W e  h a d  b o x  

s e a ts . I  r e c a l l , a t  th e  o p e ra , w h ic h  h a p p e n s  to  b e  o u t  o f  d o o rs . A b o u t  o n e  th ird  o f  th e  w a y  th ro u g h  th e  p e r fo rm a n c e , a  l ig h t  

r a in  b e g a n  to  f a ll . A n  o ld  c o u p le  n e x t to  u s . h e a r in g  o u r  m u tte re d  c o m p la in ts , to ld  u s  n o t to  w o rry  b e c a u s e  w e  w o u ld  b e  

g iv e n  r a in  c h e c k s  i f  th e  p e r fo rm a n c e  w a s  h a lte d . T h e y  d id n ’t r e a liz e  th a t a  r a in  c h e c k  fo r  th is  s h o w  w o u ld  d o  u s  a b o u t a s  

m u c h  g o o d  a s  i t  w o u ld  th e  o c c u p a n t o f  a  d e a th  c e l l .

T h e n e x t m o rn in g  w e  c a lle d  th e  s e m in a ry  to  in fo rm  th e m  th a t tw o  o f  th e ir  m o re  p ro m is in g  n e w  r e c ru i ts  w e re  

g ro p in g  th e ir  w a y  to w a rd  F lo r is s a n t a n d  w o u ld  a p p re c ia te  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  th e  r e s t o f  th e  w a y . W e  w e re  to ld , w ith o u t a n y  

in d ic a tio n  o f  th e  o v e rw h e lm in g  e n th u s ia s m  w e  h a d  e x p e c te d , to  r e p o rt  to  S t. L o u is  U n iv e rs i ty . A t th e  u n iv e rs i ty  w e  w e re  

g iv e n  o u r  lu n c h , c o m p le te  w ith  a  g la s s  o f  b e e r . T il in g s  w e re  lo o k in g  u p . a s  f a r  a s  w e  w e re  c o n c e rn e d , a s  lo n g  a s  th e y  s e rv e d  



b e e r . W e  d id n 't  k n o w  th e n  th a t  i t  w a s  th e  la s t  b e e r  w e 'd  s e e  fo r  fo u r  y e a rs .

A  y o u n g  c le r ic , w h o  d id n ’t lo o k  l ik e  a  y o u n g  c le r ic  a t a l l s in c e h e  w o re  a  b lu e  s u it , g a v e  u s  a  r id e  o u t to  th e  

s e m in a ry , w h ic h  is  a b o u t  tw e n ty  m ile s  f ro m  S t. L o u is . T h e  c le r ic  w a s  F a th e r  L o u  C e rv a n te s*  w h o  h a p p e n s  to  l iv e  ju s t  d o w n  

th e  h a ll  f ro m  m e  n o w . a lm o s t tw e n ty  y e a r s  la te r , [ fo o tn o te : In  o rd e r  to  a v o id  e v e n  w o rse  c o n fu s io n . I w ill r e fe r  to  th o s e  o f  

m y  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  w h o  a re  n o w  p r ie s ts  a s  “ F a th e r ,”  e v e n  i f  th e  p a r t ic u la r  a n e c d o te  s h a l l h a v e  ta k e n  p la c e  w h e n  th e y  w e re  

k n o w n  b y  s o m e  o th e r  t i t le . In  th e  N o v it ia te , w e  c a lle d  e a c h  o th e r  “ B ro th e r .”  w h ic h  is  a  v e ry  n ic e  t i t le , i f  y o u  c o n s id e r  i ts  

d e e p e r m e a n in g  a n d  d o  n o t  im a g in e  o n ly  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  lo d g e  b ro th e r s . In  a n  e a r l ie r  d a y . a n d  a g a in  to d a y , th e  n o v ic e s  

c a ll e a c h  o th e r  “ C a r is s im e .”  w h ic h  I im a g in e  m o s t A m e ric a n  J e su i ts  w o u ld  t r a n s la te  a s  “ P a l .”  A fte r h is  v o w s , th e  y o u n g  

J e s u i t is  k n o w n  a s  “ M is te r”  u n ti l h e  is  o rd a in e d . F ro m  th e  t im e  o f  I r is  o rd in a tio n  o n , h e  w ill  b e  k n o w n  a s  “ F a th e r ,”  a g a in  a

farifat* <«γγτ γγ^ ·Μ-ιτητΛ fcjnwy

v e ry  s ig n if ic a n t t i t le .]

M o s t  o f  u s  s a id  la te r  th a t h a d  w e  h a d  o u r  o w n  c a rs  w ith  u s  w h e n  w e  c a m e  to  F lo r is sa n t  a n d  g o t  o u r  f i rs t  lo o k  a t  th e  

p la c e , w e  w o u ld  h a v e  p o in te d  o u r  r a d ia to r s  in  th e  o th e r  d ire c t io n  a n d  g o tte n  o u t o f  th e re  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  p o s s ib le . T h e  m a in  

b u ild in g , th e  R o c k  B u ild in g , w a s  o n e  h u n d re d  y e a r s o ld  th e n . T h e y  b ra g g e d  a b o u t i t . I t lo o k e d  e x a c t ly  l ik e  a n y  o th e r  

h u n d re d -y e a r -o ld  p r iso n . B ra v e ly  e n o u g h , h o w e v e r , w e  w e n t  u p  th e  s te p s  a n d  th ro u g h  th e  f ro n t  d o o r . I t  g ro a n e d  s h u t b e h in d  

u s . W e  w e re  n o  s o o n e r  in s id e  th a n  a  ta ll  g ra y -h a ire d  m a n , w ith  e y e s  th a t s e e m e d  to  lo o k  r ig h t  th ro u g h  u s  w ith o u t  m is s in g  

a n y th in g  o n  th e  w a y  th ro u g h , g re e te d  u s . T h is  w a s  F a th e r  A l H a lm , o u r  M a s te r  o f  N o v ic e s . A t  th e  m o m e n t h e  lo o k e d  l ik e  

th e  w a rd e n . B u t  I  k n e w  h im  la te r , a  v e ry  s h o r t  t im e  la te r , a s  o n e  o f  th e  k in d e s t , m o s t s p ir i tu a l o f  m e n . H e  is  s t i l l o n e  o f  m y  

c lo se s t  f r ie n d s , a n d  w e  h a p p e n  to  b e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  s a m e  c o m m u n ity .

T h e n  w e  w e re  in tro d u c e d  to  o u r n e w  c o m p a n io n s . T h e re  w e re  s e v e n  o f  u s a l to g e th e r w h o  w e re  e n te r in g  th e  

N o v it ia te  o n  th is  p a r t ic u la r  d a y . (S e v e n te e n  m o re  w e re  to  c o m e  a  f e w  w e e k s  la te r .)  O f  th e  s e v e n , m y  c o m p a n io n  a n d  I  w e re  

f ro m  O m a h a . W e  w e re  ju s t o rd in a ry  k id s , m y  c o m p a n io n  d ire c t ly  o u t o f  h ig h  s c h o o l a n d  I w ith  s o m e  c o lle g e  b e h in d  m e .  

T h e re  w e re  tw o  S t. L o u is m e n . o n e  a  h ig h  s c h o o l b o y . th e  o th e r  a  c o lle g e  g ra d u a te . T h e re  w a s  a n  e n g in e e r  f ro m  S o u th  

D a k o ta  a n d  a  v e ry  b r i l l ia n t  y o u n g  m a n  f ro m  I l l in o is . T h e  o th e r  c a n d id a te  w a s  f ro m  M ilw a u k e e . S o . e v e n  in  o u r  l i t tle  g ro u p  



o f  s e v e n  w e  h a d  g re a t  v a r ie ty .

W h e re  d o  J e su i ts  c o m e  f ro m ?  W h a t k in d  o f  m a te r ia l a re  th e y  m a d e  o f?  T h e y  c o m e  f ro m  a lm o s t a n y w h e re , a n d  

th e y ’r e  m a d e  o f  a lm o s t  a n y  s o r t  o f  m a te r ia l . T h e  m e n  I  k n e w  th e n  a n d  k n o w  n o w  w o u ld  h a v e  m a d e  g o o d  f i r e m e n , o r  c o p s ,  

o r  te a c h e r s ,  o r  la w y e rs , o r  d o c to rs , o r  ju s t  a b o u t  a n y th in g .  B u t  th e y  c h o s e  to  b e c o m e  J e s u it  p r ie s ts .

M o s t o f  u s , I  w o u ld  s a y , w e re  e x tre m e ly  o rd in a ry , b u t  n o t  a l l . M y  c o n te m p o ra r ie s ,  fo r  e x a m p le , in c lu d e d  m e n  f ro m  

a lm o s t e v e ry  w a lk  o f  l i f e . P e rh a p s  th e  g re a te s t m a jo r i ty  o f  u s  h a d  a t  o n e  t im e  o r  o th e r  th o u g h t  o f  s tu d y in g  fo r  a  p ro fe s s io n  

s u c h  a s  th a t  o f  m e d ic in e . B u t  th e re  w a s  o n e  w h o  h a d  b e e n  a  p o lic e  s e rg e a n t , [ fo o tn o te : O c c a s io n a l ly , th e  s a rg e  w o u ld  r e v e r t  

to  ty p e . A t le a s t , o n  o n e  o c c a s io n  o u r  s u p e rio r  a t  S t. L o u is  w a s  h o r r if ie d  to  lo o k  o u t  th e  w in d o w  a n d  s e e  o n e  o f  h is  s u b je c ts  

d ire c t in g  t r a f f ic ! ]  A n o th e r  h a d  b e e n  a  q u a r te rb a c k  o n  th e  S t. M a ry 's  fo o tb a l l te a m , in  C a lifo rn ia . T h e re  w e re  p le n ty  w h o  h a d  

b e e n  o u ts ta n d in g  a th le te s . O n e  h a d  b e e n  n a m e d  o n  a n  A ll-A m e r ic a n  b a s k e tb a ll te a m . T w o  o r th re e  h a d  b e e n  t r a v e l in g  

s a le sm e n . T h e re  w e re  a  c o u p le  o f  o rc h e s tr a  le a d e rs . O n e  m a n  h a d  b e e n  a  b a k e r  fo r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a rs . A  f e w  h a d  b e e n  

b o x e rs . A n o th e r  h a d  m a d e  q u ite  a  n a m e  a s  a  d a n c e r . T h e re  w a s  a  la w y e r  a n d  a  m a le  n u rs e . S in c e  th e  w a r  th e re  h a v e  b e e n  a l l  

k in d s  o f  e x -G .I . ’ s .

M a n y  o f  th e  m e n  w e re  f ro m  J e s u it s c h o o ls , b u t  fo u r  o f  m y  c o m p a n io n s  h a d  n e v e r s e e n  a  J e s u it  b e fo re . W e  h a d  

m a n y  f ro m  C a th o lic  c o lle g e s , m a n y  f ro m  s ta te  u n iv e r s i t ie s . A n d , s o m e tim e  b e fo re  m y  e n tra n c e  in to  th e  S o c ie ty ,  w e  h a d  h a d  

F a th e r  H e n ry  S u tt i . a  p ro d u c t  o f  F a th e r  F la n a g a n ’s  B o y s  T o w n . T h e y  c a m e  f ro m  a l l o v e r , a n d  e x a c t ly  w h y  th e y  h a d  c o m e ,  

h a lf  o f  th e m  c o u ld n ’t  h a v e  to ld  y o u  in  s o  m a n y  w o rd s .

W e  v a r ie d  in  p h y s ic a l  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  a s  m u c h  a s  w e  d id  in  o r ig in . S o m e  w e re  s m a ll , s o m e  la rg e , s o m e  y o u n g ,  s o m e  

o ld e r . F o r  th e  m o s t p a r t w e  w e re  a l l A m e ric a n s , b u t w e  v a r ie d  w id e ly  in  a n c e s try . O f  th e  s e v e n  o f  u s , fo r  e x a m p le , w h o  

e n te re d  o n  th a t A u g u s t 8 . 1 9 3 6 , th e re  w a s  o n e  B o h e m ia n , o n e  P o le , th re e  G e rm a n s , a n d  tw o  I r is h m e n  A n d  a s  w e  v a r ie d  in  

" n a t io n a l i ty ."  w e  a ls o  v a r ie d  in  te m p e ra m e n t . I  th in k  th a t w e  p ro v e d ,  ju s t  th a t s m a ll g ro u p  o f  u s , th a t  th e re  a re  m a n y  m o re  

th a n  th e  c la s s ic  fo u r  te m p e ra m e n ts .

B u t w ith  a l l o f  u s  c o m in g  f ro m  s u c h  d if fe re n t w a lk s  o f  l i f e  a n d  b e in g  b le s s e d  o r  c u rs e d  w ith  s o  m a n y  d if fe re n t  

te m p e ra m e n ts , th e re  m u s t h a v e  b e e n  s o m e  c o m m o n  e le m e n t  th a t  b ro u g h t  u s  a l l to g e th e r , s o m e  c o m m o n  p u rp o s e  fo r  w h ic h  

w e  c a m e . N a tu ra lly ,  th e re  w a s  s u c h  a  p u rp o s e , s u c h  a  c o m m o n  e le m e n t  —  a  v o c a tio n  to  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e su s .

I  d o  n o t  k n o w  e n o u g h  a b o u t  th e  th e o lo g y  o f  a  v o c a tio n  to  w rite  w ith  a n y  a u th o r i ty  a b o u t i t . B u t i t is  im p o r ta n t ,  

n e v e r th e le s s , to  h a v e  s o m e  b a s ic  n o tio n  o f  w h a t  th is  m y s te r io u s  t i r in g  c a l le d  a  v o c a t io n  r e a l ly  is  a n d  w h a t  i t  is  n o t .

T h e  f i rs t th in g  to  r e m e m b e r is  th a t o n e ’s s ta te  o f  l i f e  is h is  v o c a t io n , o r  h is  " c a l l in g ’ ’ in  l i f e . A n d  s o , i f  y o u 'r e  a  

b u s in e s s m a n  o r  a  h o u s e w ife ,  th a t  is  y o u r  v o c a t io n . A n d  i f  a  p e rso n  is  c a l le d  to  b e  a  p r ie s t  o r  a  r e l ig io u s , th a t is  h is  v o c a t io n . 

Y o u r  v o c a tio n  is  n o th in g  m o re  th a n  th e  s p e c ia l fu n c t io n  in  l i f e  G o d  h a s  b e s t f i tte d  y o u  fo r  a n d  in to  w h ic h  H e  h a s  d ire c te d  

y o u ,  b u t  n o t  fo rc e d  y o u , b y  H is  p ro v id e n c e . I t  is  th e  s ta te  o f  l i f e  in  w h ic h  y o u  c a n  b e s t s e rv e  H im  a n d  m o s t  e f f ic ie n t ly  s a v e  

y o u r  s o u l .

In  th is  b o o k , h o w e v e r , I ’m  g o in g  to  u s e  th e  w o rd  in  a  m o s t r e s tr ic te d  s e n s e . S o  w h e n  I s a y  " v o c a t io n ’ ’ in  th e s e  

p a g e s  I ’ l l  m e a n  th e  c a ll  to  b e  a  J e s u it  p r ie s t .

M a n y  p e o p le , a m o n g  th e m  m a n y  w h o  s h o u ld  k n o w  b e tte r , a u to m a tic a l ly  c o n s id e r a s  v o c a tio n  fo d d e r th e  y o u n g  

m a n  w h o  is  v e ry  d e v o u t o u tw a rd ly . I f  h e  m a k e s  a n  e x tra  v is it to  th e  c h u rc h , i f  h e  p ra y s  w ith  a  b e a t if ic  s m ile  u p o n  h is  

a n g e lic  c o u n te n a n c e  o r  w ith  a  c e r ta in  p io u s  tw is t  to  h is  h e a d , i f  h e  is  in te re s te d  in  th e  " th in g s  o f  th e  s p ir i t”  —  th e n  h e  h a s  a  

v o c a t io n . T h e  b o y  w h o  h a s  n o  in te re s t o r  n o  p a r tic u la r  in te re s t in  s p o r ts  a n d  is . a b o v e  a l l. in te re s te d  in  s tu d y  to  th e  e x te n t  

th a t th is is h is c h ie f p le a s u re , th is p a ra g o n  is s u p p o s e d , b y  s e lf - c o n s t itu te d  a u th o r it ie s , to  h a v e  a  v o c a t io n , [ fo o tn o te :  

F o r tu n a te ly , to d a y  th e re  a re  f e w  p e o p le  w h o  th in k  th a t  p h y s ic a l  w e a k n e s s  a n d  a  v o c a tio n  g o  h a n d  in  h a n d . T h e re  is  a  f a n n e r  

ju s t  o u ts id e  S t. L o u is  w h o  w ill n e v e r  h a v e  th a t id e a  a g a in , i f  h e  e v e r  d id  h a v e . A n o th e r  s c h o la s t ic  a n d  I  w e re  c u tt in g  d o w n  

t r e e s  w ith  th e  m a n  o n e  d a y . M y  f e l lo w  s c h o la s t ic  h a d  n e v e r  f e l le d  a  t r e e  in  h is  l i f e , b u t  h e  th o u g h t  i t  w a s  fu n  a n y h o w . T h e  

t r e e  w e  w e re  w o rk in g  o n  s ta r te d  to  g o  w h e n  th e  f a rm e r  y e lle d . " H e y , lo o k  o u t! I t ’s  g o in g  th e  w ro n g  w a y .”  M y  c o m p a n io n  

c a lm ly  w a lk e d  a ro u n d  th e  t r e e  a n d  p u s h e d  i t s o  th a t i t f e l l in  th e  r ig h t d ire c t io n . T h e  v o c a l a d m ira t io n  o f  o u r  f r ie n d  th e  

f a rm e r  w a s  a  l i t t le  to o  e m p h a tic  to  r e p e a t h e re . B u t h e  w a s  th e  o n ly  o n e  s u rp r ise d . I h a d  s e e n  m y  f r ie n d  d o  m u c h  m o re  

r e m a rk a b le  th in g s  th a n  p u s h in g  a  t r e e  a ro u n d .] T h e  la d  w h o  is  s o m e w h a t  o f  a  h e rm it  a n d  w h o  is  h o r r if ie d  a t  th e  v e ry  th o u g h t  

o f  s p e a k in g  to  a  g ir l is  o b v io u s ly  d e s t in e d  fo r  th e  p r ie s th o o d . O r  p e rh a p s  th e  b o y  w h o  h a s  a  v o c a t io n  is  s im p ly  o n e  w h o  

c o u ld n ’t  g e t  a n o th e r  jo b .

Y e s , th e  p e o p le  w h o  a re  s u re  th e y  k n o w  m o s t  a b o u t i t —  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  n e v e r  s o  m u c h  a s  b o th e re d  to  s p e a k  to  a  

p r ie s t  e x c e p t in  a  c ro w d  —  th e s e  a u th o r i t ie s  know th a t  th e re  h a s  to  b e  s o m e th in g  a  l i t t le  q u e e r  a b o u t  th e  y o u n g  m a n  w ith  a  

v o c a t io n . A b o v e  a l l, th e y ’ l l te l l y o u , h e  m u s t b e  a  w h iz  a t e x te rn a l  p ie ty ', k in d  to  o ld  la d ie s —  ta k in g  c a re  th a t th e y  a re  



p le n ty  o ld  —  a n d  s o  fo r th . T h e se  p e o p le  s e e m  to  b e lie v e a ls o  th a t o n e ’s a c tu a l c a l l in g  to  th e  r e l ig io u s l i f e h a s to  b e  

a c c o m p lish e d  b y  a  d ire c t  p e rs o n a l in v i ta tio n  f ro m  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t . P e rh a p s  a n  a n g e l  c o u ld  d o  th e  jo b  i f  th e  H o ly  S p ir it  w e re  

b u s y  e ls e w h e re  a t  th e  m o m e n t, b u t th e re  m u s t b e  th is  m y s te r io u s s p ir i tu a l c a ll . J o a n  o f  A rc  h a d  n o th in g  o n  th e  p o te n t ia l  

r e l ig io u s .

S u c h  th e o r ie s  a re . o f  c o u rs e , la u g h a b le  to  a n y o n e  w h o  h a s  e v e n  th e  s l ig h te s t  k n o w le d g e  o f  a  v o c a t io n . I  h a v e  n e v e r  

y e t e n c o u n te re d  a n y o n e  w h o  p e rs e v e re d  in  h is  v o c a t io n  w h o  w a s  o v e r-p io u s  b e fo re  e n te r in g  o n  i t . In  f a c t , o n ly  a  r e la t iv e  

f e w  h a v e  b e e n  e n d o w e d  w ith  s l ig h tly  m o re  th a n  o rd in a ry  g e n u in e  p ie ty  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e ir  r e l ig io u s  l i f e .

N o r  w a s  i t  e v e r  a  q u e s t io n  o f  n o t  b e in g  a b le  to  g e t  a n y  o th e r  jo b . T h e  m e n  I h a v e  k n o w n  in  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s  

c o u ld , fo r  th e  m o s t  p a r t ,  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  in  a n y  w a lk  o f  l i f e .

F in a l ly , h a d  a n y  o f  u s  w a ite d  fo r  a  p e rs o n a l  in v i ta t io n  f ro m  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t , h e  w o u ld  s t i ll  b e  s ta n d in g  o u ts id e  w ith  

h is  e a r s  c o c k e d .

A  v o c a t io n , o n  th e  c o n tra ry , is  a  v e ry  s im p le  th in g . T ru e , i t  is  s o m e  s o r t o f  “ c a l l in g .”  A  r e l ig io u s  v o c a tio n  r e a l ly  is  

a  c a ll  f ro m  G o d , a  c a l l to  s e rv e  H im  m o re  e x c lu s iv e ly . B u t  G o d  d o e s  n o t  u s u a l ly  is su e  H is  o rd e r s  d ire c tly . In s te a d  o f  g iv in g  

e a c h  o n e  a n  in d iv id u a l , v o c a l in v i ta tio n , H e  c a l ls h im  in  th e s a m e  w a y  H e  d o e s  ju s t a b o u t e v e ry th in g  e ls e —  b y  H is  

p ro v id e n c e  o r  b y  o rd e r in g  th e  n a tu ra l  e v e n ts  o f  l i f e  s o  a s  to  a c c o m p lis h  H is  p u rp o s e .

T h e re a re  c e r ta in  s ig n s o r  in d ic a t io n s  b y  w h ic h  a  m a n  k n o w s  w h e th e r h e  c o u ld  b e  a  d o c to r o r a  la w y e r o r a  

p ro fe s s io n a l  a th le te  o r  a n  in s u ra n c e  s a le sm a n  o r  a  s in g e r  o r  a  g a rb a g e  c o lle c to r . A n d  th e re  w ill a ls o  b e  c e r ta in  s ig n s  w h ic h  

w ill  te ll  h im  h e  is  n o t  c u t  o u t  fo r  a  p a r t ic u la r  p ro fe s s io n . H e  s h o u ld , fo r  e x a m p le , g iv e  u p  a n y  id e a  o f  b e in g  a  p ro fe s s io n a l 

s in g e r  i f  h e  c a n ’t  h o ld  a  n o te  in  a  b a th tu b .

W h e n  a  p e rso n  a p p lie s  fo r  a n y  jo b  a t  a l l,  th e  f i rs t  th in g  th a t  m u s t  b e  le a rn e d  is  w h e th e r  h e  h a s  t i r e  a b il ity  to  p e r fo rm  

th e  d u tie s  o f  th a t  p o s i tio n . A  r e l ig io u s  v o c a t io n  is  n o  e x c e p tio n , n a tu ra l ly , to  th is  c o m m o n -se n s e  ru le . A n d  th e  s ig n s  w h ic h  

in d ic a te  a  r e l ig io u s  v o c a tio n  o r  th e  la c k  o f  i t  a re  v e ry ,  v e ry ' o rd in a ry  th in g s . I f  a  y o u n g  m a n  h a s  e n o u g h  in te l l ig e n c e  to  c o p e  

w ith  th e  c o u rse  o f  s tu d ie s  in  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s , th a t  is  o n e  s ig n  th a t  h e  h a s  a  v o c a t io n  to  b e  a  J e su i t . T h is  is  n o t  to  s a y , b y  

a n y  m e a n s , th a t h e  m u s t b e  a  g e n iu s . W e  w o u ld  b e  in  a  s a d  w a y  in d e e d  w ith  th ir ty  th o u sa n d  g e n iu s e s ! H e  m u s t h a v e ,  

p e rh a p s , a  l i t t le  m o re  th a n  o rd in a ry  in te l l ig e n c e  a n d  a  l i t t le  m o re  th a n  th e  o rd in a ry ' a b ili ty  to  w o rk , to  p lu g  a w a y  e v e n  w h e n  

th e  g o in g  is  d if f ic u l t . T h e  S o c ie ty  d o e s  n o t  a c c e p t  a n y o n e  w h o  h a s  n o t  f in is h e d  fo u r  y e a r s  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l , c h ie f ly  b e c a u se  i t  

w o u ld  b e  d if f ic u l t b e fo re  th a t  t im e  fo r  a  y o u n g  m a n  to  b e  c e r ta in  o f  w h a t h e  w a n te d  a n d  fo r  th e  S o c ie ty  to  b e  c e r ta in  s h e  

w a n te d  h im .

A s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  n e c e s s a ry ' a b il i ty , o f  c o u rs e , th e  y o u n g  m a n  m u s t  b e  l iv in g  a n  u p r ig h t l i f e . N o t  a n  o v e r-p io u s  l i f e , 

c e rta in ly ,  b u t  a  l i f e  in  w h ic h  h e  is  s tr iv in g  to  r e m a in  f r e e  f ro m  s e r io u s  s in .

B e s id e s  th e  in te lle c tu a l  a n d  m o ra l a b il i ty , th e  y o u n g  m a n  m u s t  a ls o  h a v e  th e  n e c e s s a ry  h e a l th  to  g o  th o u g h  a  l i f e  o f  

s tu d y . S o m e  r e l ig io u s  o rd e r s  h a v e  a  lo n g e r  c o u rse  to  a c c o m p lish  th a n  o th e r s . In  th e  S o c ie ty ' o f  J e s u s , o n e  m u s t  g o  th ro u g h  a  

f i f te e n -y e a r  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y , s o  h is  h e a lth  s h o u ld  b e  s tu rd y .

A s  a  fu r th e r  s ig n  o f  a  v o c a t io n , a s  a n  in d ic a tio n  o f  G o d ’s  w ill , th e  c a n d id a te  m u s t h a v e  a  p ro p e r  in te n t io n . T h is  

m e a n s , f i rs t o f  a l l, th a t h e  m u s t h a v e  th e  d e s ire  to  s e rv e  G o d  in  a  p a r t ic u la r v o c a t io n . T h is  d e s ire , r e a l ly , is  v e ry  o f te n  

n o th in g  m o re  th a n  th e  w ill in g n e s s  to  g iv e  i t a  s e r io u s  t ry . I t is  r a re ly  a n  o v e rw h e lm in g  th in g . A n d  i t is  e v e n  m o re  r a re ly  

u n a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  some m is g iv in g s . B u t  a t  le a s t  a  ru d im e n ta ry  d e s ire  to  s e rv e  G o d  m u s t  b e  th e re , b e c a u s e  th e  J e s u it  a n n y  is  

m a d e  u p  e n tire ly  o f  v o lu n te e r s .  N o  o n e  is  d ra f te d .

B e s id e s  th e  d e s ire , th e re  m u s t a ls o  b e  a  p ro p e r  m o tiv e  fo r  w is h in g  to  e n te r th e  r e l ig io u s  l i f e . Y o u  d o  n o t , fo r  

in s ta n c e , f in d  y o u n g  m e n  b e c o m in g  J e su i ts  b e c a u s e  o f  b ro k e n  h e a r ts . N o r  d o  y o u  f in d  th e m  e n te r in g  th e  r e l ig io u s  l i f e  a s  a n  

e s c a p e  o f  a n y  s o r t. B u t  i f .  b y  s o m e  m ira c le ,  th e y  w e re  a c c e p te d ,  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  la s t  tw o  w e e k s  o n  s u c h  a  m o tiv e .

T h e  m o tiv e  n e e d  n o t . o f  c o u rs e , b e  a n y  e s p e c ia l ly lo f ty  id e a l. I t  m ig h t s im p ly  b e  th a t  th e  y o u n g  m a n  is  c o n v in c e d  

th a t th e  b e s t w a y  fo r h im  to  s a v e h is s o u l is in  th e  r e l ig io u s l i f e . O r  h e  m ig h t p o s s ib ly  h a v e  a  h ig h e r m o tiv e , w is h in g  

g e n u in e ly  to  s e rv e  G o d  m o re  p e rfe c t ly  a n d  to  b r in g  o th e r s to  d o  th e  s a m e . B u t a n y w o r th -w h ile  s u p e rn a tu ra l m o tiv e  is  

e n o u g h . S o , i f  a  y o u n g  m a n  h a s  e n o u g h  a b il i ty , s u ff ic ie n t h e a l th , a n d  th e  r ig h t in te n tio n , h e  c a n  b e  a  J e s u i t , e v e n  w ith o u t  

s h o w in g  a  p a s sp o r t f ro m  th e  H o ly  S p ir i t . O r r a th e r , h is a b ili ty , h e a l th , a n d  in te n t io n  a re  p a s sp o r t e n o u g h . F o u r J e su i t  

e x a m in e rs  ta lk  w ith  h im  in  s e p a ra te  in te rv ie w s  to  m a k e  s u re  h e  h a s  a  v o c a tio n . T h e ir  in d iv id u a l  o p in io n s , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  

c a n d id a te ’s  a c a d e m ic  r e c o rd  a n d  th e  r e s u lts  o f  h is  p h y s ic a l e x a m s , a re  s e n t  to  th e  J e s u i t P ro v in c ia l . I f  th e  P ro v in c ia l  f e e ls  

th a t  th e  a p p lic a n t c a n  m a k e  th e  g ra d e , h e  te l ls  h im  to  c o m e  a n d  t ry  i t . H e  t r ie s  i t a n d  is  t r ie d  fo r  tw o  y e a r s  in  th e  J e su i t  

N o v it ia te .



II

A b o u t  th e  b e s t  y o u  c o u ld  s a y  fo r  th e  R o c k  B u ild in g  w a s  th a t  i t  lo o k e d  l ik e  a  ja i l . I t  s t il l  d o e s .

W e  d id n ’t  r e a liz e  th a t  d a y , a s  w e  w a lk e d  th ro u g h  th e  d o o r  o f  th e  R o c k  B u ild in g ,  th a t  th e re  w e re  o th e r  b u ild in g s  o n  

th e  p ro p e r ty  w h ic h  w e  w o u ld  h a v e  m u c h  m o re  to  d o  w ith . I t lo o m e d  a t  u s  to o  m u c h  fo r  u s  to  n o tic e  a n y th in g  e lse . A n d ,  

in c id e n ta l ly , i t s t i l l lo o m s to d a y . T h e s h u tte r s h a v e  b e e n  p a in te d  a  n ic e s h a d e o f  b lu e , th u s r e l ie v in g  th e  in s t i tu t io n a l 

a tm o sp h e re  s o m e w h a t . I t n o w  r e se m b le s  a  p r iso n  w ith  b lu e  s h u tte r s , [ fo o tn o te : B u t I g u e s s  th a t th e  o ld  R o c k  B u ild in g ’ s  

r e se m b la n c e  to  a  p r iso n  is  ju s t  o n e  o f  th o s e  t i l in g s  th a t  th e  g o o d  L o rd  w a n ts  p ro s p e c t iv e  n o v ic e s  to  f a c e  a n d  c o n q u e r . I t  to o k  

o n ly  a  v e ry  s h o r t  t im e  to  f in d  th a t  th e  a tm o s p h e re  o f  th e  p la c e  h a d  n o th in g  in  c o m m o n  w ith  i ts  a p p e a ra n c e . In  a l l  f a irn e s s  to  

th e  g o o d  o ld  R o c k  B u ild in g , I s h o u ld  a d d  th a t  th e re  a re  th o s e , a m o n g  th e m  a  v e ry  f in e  a rc h i te c t , w h o  c o n s id e r i t  a  th in g  o f  

b e a u ty  a n d  a  jo y  fo re v e r , w ith  n o n e  o f  th e  p r is o n  a s p e c t  I  m e n tio n . A e s th e t ic a l ly , I  b o w  b e fo re  th e ir  b e tte r  ju d g m e n t , b u t  m y  

f i rs t  im p re s s io n  s tu b b o rn ly  p e rs is ts .]

W e  f r e e ly  e n te re d  th e  d o o r  a n d  w e  c o u ld  h a v e  w a lk e d  o u t  ( in  f a c t , s o m e  d id )  w ith  e q u a l  f r e e d o m  a t  a n y  t im e .

F o r  th e  f i r s t tw o  y e a rs  o f  h is  r e l ig io u s  t r a in in g , th e  c a n d id a te  fo r  th e  S o c ie ty ' o f  J e s u s  u n d e rg o e s  w h a t  is  c a l le d  th e  

N o v it ia te . H e re  h e is ta u g h t to  p ra y . H e re  h e  le a rn s  ju s t w h a t is  th e  s p ir it o f  th is S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s a t w h o s e  d o o r  h e ’ s  

k n o c k in g . I f , a t  th e  e n d  o f  tw o  y e a rs , h e  d e c id e s  th a t  h e  r e a l ly  w a n ts  to  b e  a  J e s u it , a n d  i f  th e  S o c ie ty  a g re e s  th a t  h e  s h o u ld  

b e . h e  is  a l lo w e d  to  p ro n o u n c e  h is  p e rp e tu a l v o w s , b y  w h ic h  h e  p ro m is e s  G o d  th a t h e  w ill  l iv e  th e  r e s t o f  h is  l i f e  o b s e rv in g  

p o v e r ty , c h a s t i ty , a n d  o b e d ie n c e  a s  a  J e su i t . I f , h o w e v e r , a t  a n y  t im e  d u r in g  th o s e  tw o  y e a r s  h e  d e c id e s  th a t th is  l i f e  is  n o t  

fo r  h im  o r  i f  th e  S o c ie ty  d e c id e s  th a t  h e  c a n n o t  f i t  in to  h e r  s c h e m e  o f  th in g s  o r  c a p tu re  h e r  s p ir i t , h e  f r e e ly  le a v e s .

C o n tra ry  to  s o m e  “ h is to r ic a l”  s o u rc e s , th e  p ro s p e c tiv e  J e s u i t d o e s  n o t  le a rn ,  d u r in g  I r is  N o v it ia te , m e a n s  o f  p o li tic a l  

in tr ig u e  a n d  h o w  to  w e a r  a  c lo a k  a n d  s p o r t a  d a g g e r , [ fo o tn o te : In  a l l f a irn e s s , I s h o u ld  s a y  th a t th e re  a re  J e su i ts  w h o  w e a r  

c lo a k s  o c c a s io n a l ly . A n d  th e y  d o  lo o k  a  b it  s in is te r , to o . T o  d a te , h o w e v e r , I  h a v e  n o t s e e n  o n e  w ith  a  d a g g e r ,  th o u g h  I h a v e  

o b s e rv e d  o n e  r e c e n tly  w ith  a  r a th e r  v ic io u s - lo o k in g  p o c k e tk n ife  w h ic h  h e  m a k e s  u s e  o f  w h e n  th e  m e a t is  to o  to u g h  fo r  th e  

o rd in a ry ' k n ife .] T h e  p u rp o s e  o f  th e  N o v it ia te  is r a th e r  to  le a rn  w h a t i t m e a n s  to  b e  a  J e s u it a n d  to  b e g in  to  p ra c t ic e  th e  

p r in c ip le s  u p o n  w h ic h  th e  J e s u it  l i f e  is  b u il t .

B r ie f ly , w h a t  does i t  m e a n  to  b e  a  J e su i t , a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e su s ?

In  i ts e lf , th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s  is  a n  a rm y  o f  m e n  w h o s e  p u rp o s e  is  o u tl in e d  w ith  p e r fe c t c la r i ty  in  th e ir  m le s , “ th e  

s a lv a t io n  a n d  p e r fe c t io n  o f  th e ir  o w n  s o u l a n d  th e  s a lv a t io n  a n d  p e r fe c t io n  o f  th e ir  n e ig h b o r  w ith  th e  d iv in e  g ra c e .”  A n d  

a g a in . " L e t  u s  a l l  b e  o f  o n e  m in d . . . .“  In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e re  is  a  s in g le  p u rp o se , c o im n o n  to  a l l  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  S o c ie ty . T h is  

p u rp o s e  is m o s t s u c c in c t ly  s ta te d  in  th e  L a tin  m o tto . Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam (u s u a l ly  a b b re v ia te d  A.M.D.G.), w h ic h  

s im p ly  m e a n s  “ A ll  fo r  th e  g re a te r  g lo ry ' o f  G o d .”

B u t i f  w e  c o n s id e r th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s a n  a rm y , w e  m u s t a lso  k e e p  in  m in d  h o w  i t d if fe r s  f ro m  a n  a rm y . T h e  

S o c ie ty  h a s  a  s p ir i t  f a r  d if fe re n t f ro m  th a t  o f  a  f ig h t in g  a rm y  w ith  a  m a te r ia l p u rp o s e . W e  J e su i ts  a re  u n d e r  a  K in g  w h o  lo v e s  

e a c h  o n e  o f  u s . C h r is t . T h is  K in g  h a s  g iv e n  u s  th e  e x p re s s  c o m m a n d  to  lo v e  o n e  a n o th e r , a  c o m m a n d  e c h o e d  b y  S t. Ig n a tiu s  

w h e n  h e  w ro te  in  th e  v e ry ' f i rs t  ru le  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  th a t " T h e  in te r io r  la w  o f  c h a r i ty  a n d  lo v e  is  to  h e lp  th e re u n to  [ th a t is , to  

th e  a t ta in in g  o f  o u r  p u rp o s e ] r a th e r  th a n  a n y  e x te r io r  c o n s t i tu tio n s . ”

T o  b e  a  J e s u i t m e a n s  to  l iv e  in  th e  c lo se  c o m p a n io n sh ip  o f  C h r is t . I t m e a n s  to  b e  a  m e m b e r  o f  a n  a rm y o f  w h ic h  

C h r is t is  th e  K in g  a n d  S t. Ig n a t iu s  th e  G e n e ra l . B u t i t m e a n s  m o re  th a n  to  b e  a  G .I . in  a  s p ir i tu a l a rm y , b e c a u s e  th e re  is  a n  

e le m e n t in v o lv e d  th a t is  n o t fo u n d  in  a n  a rm y . In  th is  a rm y , o n e  l iv e s  a  l i f e  o f  jo y fu l s e rv ic e , a  l i f e  o f  lo v e  w ith  th e  c o 

o p e ra t io n  o f  th o s e  a ro u n d  h im  a n d  a b o v e  h im . I h a v e  o f te n  w a tc h e d  p e o p le  o n  a  b u s  o r  w a lk in g  a lo n g  th e  s tre e t a n d  h a v e  

b e e n  im p re ss e d  b y  th e ir  g r im n e s s . Y o u  d o  n o t  f in d  th a t  a m o n g  a  b u s lo a d  o f  J e s u its . R a th e r ,  th e  th in g  y  o u  n o tic e  m o s t  is  th e ir  

jo y  in  a  c o im n o n  w o r th -w h ile  p u rp o s e  a n d  in  th e  c o m p a n io n s h ip  o f  th o s e  w h o  s h a re  th a t  p u rp o s e .

L ik e  th e  s o ld ie r , th e  J e s u i t h a s  to  ta k e  o rd e r s . H e  h a s  to  g o  w h e re v e r  a n d  w h e n e v e r  h e  is  s e n t . T h is  m e a n s  th a t h e  

m u s t n e c e s sa r ily  b e  d e ta c h e d  a s  c o m p le te ly  a s  p o s s ib le  f ro m  a n y  p a r tic u la r  p la c e , p e rs o n s , o r  ty p e  o f  w o rk . H e  c o u ld  b e  a  

P h .D . in  G re e k  a n d  b e  to ld  to  te a c h  m a th e m a tic s , th o u g h , i t  s h o u ld  b e  a d d e d , th is  w o u ld  r a re ly  h a p p e n .  H e  m ig h t  b e  a  g re a t  

p re a c h e r  a n d  b e  g iv e n  th e  jo b  o f  w ritin g . I t  a l l d e p e n d s  o n  w h e re  h e  is  m o s t n e e d e d  a t  th e  t im e  fo r  G o d ’s  g re a te r  g lo ry . N o  



o th e r  s y s te m  c o u ld  lo g ic a l ly  f i t  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  th e  S o c ie ty .

T h e  J e s u it  h a s  a l l  k in d s  o f  m e a n s  a t  h is  d is p o s a l fo r  a t ta in in g  h is  p u rp o s e : th e  s a lv a t io n  o f  h is  o w n  s o u l  a n d  th a t  o f  

h is  n e ig h b o r . H e  d o e s  q u ite  a  n u m b e r  o f  s p ir i tu a l p u s h -u p s  e v e ry  d a y , in c lu d in g  a n  h o u r  o f  m e n ta l  p ra y e r  e a c h  m o rn in g . H e  

is  e n c o u ra g e d  a n d  h e lp e d  to  a t ta in  a s c lo s e  a s  p o s s ib le  a  u n io n  w ith  G o d  in  p ra y e r . H e  is a ls o  e n c o u ra g e d  to  a t ta in  a s  

c o m p le te  a  u n io n  a s  p o s s ib le  w ith  th e  s u ffe r in g  C h r is t , th ro u g h  s a c r if ic e , m o r tif ic a t io n , a n d  p e n a n c e . H e  is  to  b e c o m e  s o  

c o m p le te ly  d e ta c h e d  f ro m  th e  th in g s  a ro u n d  h im  th a t h e  w ill  b e  “ a s  o n e  w h o  b e in g  d e a d  to  th e  w o r ld  a n d  to  s e lf - lo v e  l iv e s  

o n ly  to  C h r is t  o u r  L o rd .”

T h e  y o u n g  J e s u it  is  ta u g h t  th a t  h e  m u s t im ita te  in  h is  l i f e , n o t  th e  w o r ld  h e  h a s  le f t , b u t  C h r is t  w h o m  h e  h a s  c o m e  

to  s e n  e . T h e  n d e  te l ls  h im  th a t h e  m u s t le a m  to  “ a b h o r  w h o lly  a n d  n o t  in  p a r t w h a t  th e  w o r ld  lo v e s  a n d  e m b ra c e s  a n d  to  

a c c e p t  a n d  d e s ire  w ith  I r is  w h o le  s tr e n g th  w h a ts o e v e r C h r is t  o u r  L o rd  lo v e d  a n d  e m b ra c e d . F o r  a s  w o r ld ly  m e n  w h o  fo l lo w  

th e  t i l in g s  o f  th e  w o r ld  lo v e  a n d  w ith  g re a t d il ig e n c e  s e e k  h o n o rs , r e p u ta t io n , a n d  th e  c re d i t  o f  a  g re a t n a m e  u p o n  e a r th  a s  

th e  w o r ld  te a c h e s  th e m , s o  th o s e  w h o  fo l lo w  C h r is t m u s t s e e k  s la n d e r s  a n d  in ju r ie s  a n d  w is h  to  b e  h e ld  a n d  a c c o u n te d  a s  

fo o ls  w ith o u t  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  g iv in g  a n y  o c c a s io n  fo r  i t , in  im ita t io n  o f  C h r is t .”  T h e  J e s u it  is  ta u g h t  th a t i t  is  n o t  a lw a y s  th e  

b e tte r  th in g  to  d e fe n d  o n e s e lf , e v e n  i f  a c c u s e d  f a ls e ly , th o u g h  th e re  m a y  b e  o c c a s io n s  w h e n  th e  t ru th  s h o u ld  o r  m u s t a p p e a r .  

C e r ta in ly  i t  is  m o re  p e r fe c t , a t  t im e s  a t  le a s t , to  s u f fe r  e v e n  f a ls e  a c c u s a tio n s  in  s i le n c e , in  im ita t io n  o f  C h r is t .

T h e  J e s u it is  s u p p o s e d  to  s e e k  a lw a y s h is “ g re a te r  a b n e g a tio n  a n d  c o n tin u a l m o r tif ic a t io n ." H e  is  n o t m e re ly  to  

r e s is t  a n y  te m p ta t io n  to  s in  th a t  c o m e s  h is  w a y . b u t h e  is  to  f ig h t  a g a in s t i t  b y  c u lt iv a t in g  th e  o p p o s i te  v ir tu e . H e  is  to  b r in g  

th e  w a r  in to  th e  e n e m y ’s  c a m p . T h u s , i f  a  m a n  te n d s  to  b e  p ro u d , h e  is  n o t  m e re ly  to  f ig h t a g a in s t  p r id e  b u t  h e  is  to  d e v e lo p  

h u m il i ty .

H e  is  to  c u lt iv a te  a  p e r fe c t s e t  o f  v a lu e s  s o  th a t  f i rs t  th in g s  a re  a lw a y s  p u t  f i rs t . H e  is , th e re fo re , to  c o n s id e r s p ir i tu a l  

g if ts  a n d  v ir tu e s  “ o f  g re a te r  m o m e n t  th a n  e i th e r  le a rn in g  o r  o th e r  n a tu ra l  o r  h u m a n  g if ts .”

H e  is  to  b e  p o o r  w ith  C h r is t, s o  th a t  h is  “ d ie t , a p p a re l , a n d  lo d g in g  w ill  b e  s u c h  a s  b e c o m e  p o o r  m e n ,”  a n d  h e  is  to  

s e e k  fo r  h is  o w n  u s e  “ th e  m e a n e s t  th in g s  o f  th e  h o u s e .”  In  th is  w a y , h e  w ill m o re  e a s i ly  im ita te  th e  h u m il i ty  o f  C h r is t a n d  

c o n s id e r  e v e ry o n e  a b o u t  h im  a s  h is  s u p e r io r .

In  h is  im ita t io n  o f  C h r is t, th e  J e s u it  is  to  b e  e s p e c ia l ly  p e r fe c t in  h is  o b e d ie n c e , s o  m u c h  s o  th a t h e  c o n s id e r s  th e  

o rd e r s  h e  is  g iv e n , n o t  a s  c o m in g  f ro m  a n y  h u m a n  b e in g , b u t  f ro m  G o d  H im se lf . H e  r e a s o n s  th a t G o d ’s  p ro v id e n c e  h a s  p u t  

h im  w h e re  h e  is a n d  th a t th e  s a m e p ro v id e n c e h a s p u t th e  s u p e r io r w h e re he is . N a tu ra lly , th e n . G o d  m u s t in te n d  th e  

s u p e r io r ’s  c o m m a n d s  to  b e  o b e y e d .

H is  h u m il ity  is  to  c a r ry  o v e r  f ro m  h is  o w n  p e rs o n a l l i f e  to  I r is  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  th e  S o c ie ty . W h ile  h e  k n o w s  th a t fo r  

h im  th e  S o c ie ty  is  th e  o n ly  l i f e , s t i ll  h e  w ill  lo o k  u p o n  i t , w ith  r e s p e c t  to  o th e r  o rd e r s , a s  th e  le a s t  o f  a l l .

F in a l ly , J e s u i ts c a n  a n d  s h o u ld  b e d e s c r ib e d  in  a  p a ra g ra p h  w h ic h  is k n o w n  a s th e Sum and Scope of the 

Constitutions:

M e n  c ru c if ie d  to  th e  w o r ld , a n d  to  w h o m  th e  w o r ld  i ts e lf  is  c ru c if ie d , s u c h  w o u ld  th e  ru le  o f  o u r  l i f e  h a v e  u s  to  b e ;  

n e w  m e n , I  s a y , w h o  h a v e  p u t  o f f  th e ir  a f fe c t io n s  to  p u t  o n  C h r is t: d e a d  to  th e m se lv e s , to  l iv e  to  ju s t ic e : w h o . w ith  

S t. P a u l , in  la b o rs , in  w a tc h in g s , in  f a s t in g s , in  c h a s t i ty , in  k n o w le d g e , in  lo n g -su f fe r in g , in  s w e e tn e s s , in  th e  H o ly  

G h o s t , in  c h a r ity ' u n fe ig n e d , in  th e  w o rd  o f  tm th , s h o w  th e m s e lv e s  m in is te r s  o f  G o d ; a n d  b y  th e  a n n o r  o f  ju s t ic e  o n  

th e  r ig h t  h a n d , a n d  o n  th e  le f t , b y  h o n o r  a n d  d is h o n o r , b y  e v il r e p o r t  a n d  g o o d  r e p o r t , b y  g o o d  s u c c e ss  f in a l ly  a n d  

i l l s u c c e s s ,  p re s s  fo rw a rd  w ith  g re a t s tr id e s  to  th e ir  h e a v e n ly  c o u n try ', a n d  b y  a l l m e a n s  p o s s ib le  a n d  w ith  a l l z e a l ,  

u rg e  o n  o th e r s  a ls o , e v e r  lo o k in g  to  G o d ’s  g re a te r  g lo ry '. T h is  is  th e  s u m  a n d  a im  o f  o u r  In s ti tu te .

T h is  is  w h a t  a  J e s u it  n o v ic e  is  to ld  to  a im  a t  fo r  th e  r e s t  o f  h is  l i f e .

S o m e  t im e  a g o . in  o n e  o f  i ts “ L e tte r s  to  th e  E d ito r ,” Time, th e  w e e k ly  n e w s m a g a z in e , p r in te d  a  le t te r f ro m  

s o m e o n e  w h o  d e c r ie d  th e  C a th o lic  c le rg y  b e c a u s e  th e y  “ w a llo w e d  in  lu x u ry .”  I c o u ld  n o t h e lp  th in k in g , o n  r e a d in g  th is  

a u th o r i ta t iv e  c o m m u n ic a t io n , o f  th e  “ lu x u ry ”  w e  h a d  w a llo w e d  in  a s  n o v ic e s .

T h e  b u ild in g  in  w h ic h  w e  s p e n t  th e  tw o  lu x u r io u s  y e a r s  o f  o u r  N o v it ia te  h a d  b e e n  b u il t in  1 8 7 3 , a n d  n o  o n e  h a d  

s e e n  f i t  to  im p ro v e  u p o n  i t  s in c e , e x c e p t  to  p u t  s te e l  ro d s  th ro u g h  i t  to  h o ld  i t  to g e th e r .

T h e re  w e re  tw o  d o rm ito r ie s  fo r  th e  n o v ic e s , q u ite  p lu s h  a f fa ir s d o n e  in  o ld  M iss o u r i  d e c o ra tio n s . I d o  n o t r e c a l l  

th a t th e  w a lls  w e re  e v e n  p a in te d , b u t I ’m  s u re  th e y  h a d  b e e n  a t o n e  t im e , p e rh a p s  b y  th e  p io n e e r  m iss io n a ry ', F a th e r  D e  

S m e t,  ju s t  b e fo re  h e  d ie d  in  1 8 7 3 . E a c h  o f  u s  h a d  a  b e d  a n d  a  w a s h s ta n d  w h ic h  a ls o  s e rv e d  a s  a  w a rd ro b e . A  s e r ie s  o f  p ip e s  

a b o u t s e v e n  f e e t h ig h  r a n  b e tw e e n  a n d  a lo n g  th e  f ro n t o f  th e  b e d s . C u r ta in s  w e re  h u n g  b y  r in g s  f ro m  th e s e  p ip e s  s o  th a t ,  



w h e n  i t  w a sn ’t  to o  w a rm ,  w e  c o u ld  h a v e  a  c e r ta in  a m o u n t  o f  p r iv a c y . T h e s e  w e re  th e  g o rg e o u s  s u rro u n d in g s  o f  o u r  s le e p in g  

q u a r te r s . T o d a y , w ith  th e  o ld  b u ild in g  g o n e . I s u p p o se  th a t th o s e  w h o  th in k  th a t w e  w a llo w  in  lu x u ry  w o u ld  b e  q u ite  

s h o c k e d  to  f in d  th a t th e  n o v ic e s n o w  s le e p  in  in d iv id u a l c u b ic le s . T h e se  tu b - th u m p e rs  fo r  p o v e rty  w o u ld  b e  c h e e re d  to  

k n o w , h o w e v e r , th a t  th e  n o v ic e s  s t i ll  h a v e  to  g o  o u ts id e  th e ir  c u b ic le s  to  g e t  w a s h  w a te r , a s  th e re  is  n o  ru n n in g  w a te r . I  d o  

n o t  k n o w  i f  th e  n o v ic e s  h a v e  o u r  w in te r  d if f ic u l t ie s  to d a y  w ith  th a t  w a s h  w a te r . F re q u e n tly  w e  h a d  to  g e t  u p  in  th e  m o rn in g
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a n d  p itc h  th e  w h o le  t i r in g  o u t . I t ’s  p re t ty  h a rd  to  w o rk  u p  a  la th e r  in  ic e .

W e  a ls o  s tu d ie d  a n d  r e a d  to g e th e r , w ith o u t a n y  p r iv a c y  w h a tso e v e r , in  o n e  b ig  ro o m  c a lle d  th e  “ a sc e to ry .”  T h is ,  

to o . w a s  a  lu x u r io u s  ro o m . W h e n  th e  M is so u r i  t r a d e  w in d s  w e re  b lo w in g , y o u  c o u ld  c lo s e  a l l  th e  w in d o w s  a n d  s h u tte r s , a n d  

i t w a s s t il l im p o s s ib le  to  k e e p  p a p e rs  o n  y o u r  d e s k  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  b re e z e  w h ip p in g  th ro u g h  th e  ro o m . O c c a s io n a l ly  ( i t  

s e e m e d  m u c h  m o re  o f te n  th a n  th a t)  I  g o t  th e  jo b  o f  s w e e p in g  th is  ro o m  o r  th e  d o rm ito r ie s . T o  k e e p  th e  d u s t d o w n , w e  f i r s t  

s p r in k le d  th e  f lo o r s  w ith  s c o b s  (w e t s a w d u s t) . M o s t o f  u s  s o o n  d is c o v e re d  th a t i f  w e  s w e p t w ith  th e  g ra in  w e  h a d  a  g re a t  

n u m b e r  o f  s c o b s  to  th ro w  o u t . B u t i f  w e  s w e p t a g a in s t th e  g ra in  w e  n e v e r  n e e d e d  a  d u s tp a n , b e c a u s e  s c o b s  a n d  d ir t a l ik e  

o n ly  s e rv e d  to  f i l l  u p  th e  c ra c k s  in  th e  f lo o r .

W e  s p o r te d , to o , a  r a th e r s n a p p y  w a rd ro b e . T h e  p a n ts  w e  w e re  g iv e n  c o u ld  a p p ro p r ia te ly  h a v e  h a d  a  n u m b e r  

s ta m p e d  o n  th e m . W e  w e re  a ls o  g iv e n  w h a t w e re  c a lle d  manualia (w o rk )  ja c k e ts . T h e s e  w e re  v e ry  a t tra c t iv e  p r is o n -g ra y  

b la z e rs  b o a s t in g  a l l th e  c le v e r  ta i lo r in g  o f  a  s a c k . T h e y  d id  n o t c o m e  in  to o  m a n y  s iz e s , s o  th a t a s  a  r e s u lt  th e y  r e a l ly  d id  



s o m e th in g  fo r  th e  s h o r te r  a n d  lo n g e r  o n e s  a m o n g  u s .

T h e  fo o d  s ta c k e d  b e fo re  u s  w a s  w o r th  th e  t r ip  to  M iss o u r i. C e r ta in ly  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  s h o c k e d  a n y  g iv e n  c u s to m e r  o f  

th e  W a ld o rf . B u t  i t  w a s  g o o d , s u b s ta n t ia l  fo o d  a n d  th e re  w a s  a lw a y s  p le n ty  o f  i t . T h re e  t im e s  a  w e e k ,  w e  h a d  c o m  b re a d  a n d  

s te w  fo r  b re a k fa s t . T h e  n u m b e r  o f  s q u a re  f e e t o f  c o m  b re a d  a n d  n u m b e r  o f  b a r re ls  o f  s te w  c o n s u m e d  o v e r  th e  c o u rse  o f  a  

y e a r  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  a s to n is h  e v e n  R ip le y .

T o d a y  th e  o ld  b u ild in g s  h a v e  g o n e  a n d , I  b e lie v e , o u r  o ld  p r is o n - l ik e  w a rd ro b e . T h is  is  g o o d , o f  c o u rse . B u t w e  

w o u ld n ’ t h a v e  w a n te d  i t a n y  o th e r  w a y  th a n  th e  w a y  w e  h a d  i t . I t w a s  n o t o n ly  e n jo y a b le  b u t , a t th e  s a m e  t im e , g a v e  u s  

s o m e  p ra c t ic a l o c c a s io n  fo r  tu rn in g  th e  th e o iy  o f  th e  v o w  o f  p o v e r ty  in to  p ra c t ic e . A n d , b e s id e s , i t  g a v e  u s  th a t l i t t le  to u c h  

o f  S p a r ta n  t r a in in g  w h ic h  is  g o o d  fo r  a n y o n e .

T h e  g ro u n d s  o f  S t. S ta n is la u s  S e m in a ry ' a re  a n d  a lw a y s  h a v e  b e e n  e x te n s iv e  a n d  a t tra c t iv e . T h e re  is  a  h u g e  g a rd e n ,  

w ith  a l l k in d s  o f  b e a u tifu l t r e e s , a  v in e y a rd  e x te n d in g  d o w n  to w a rd  th e  h ig h w a y , a n d  a  la rg e  f ie ld  w h e re  w e  p la y e d  s u c h  

th in g s  a s  b a s e b a l l,  b a sk e tb a l l,  h a n d b a ll ,  te n n is , a n d  to u c h  fo o tb a l l .

B e s id e s  t i r e  R o c k  B u ild in g , th e re  w e re  th e  N o v it ia te , th e  J u n io ra te , th e  in f irm a ry , th e  c h a p e l a n d  r e fe c to ry , th e  

w in e ry , th e  la u n d ry , th e  d a iry , th e  p o w e rh o u s e , a n d  v a r io u s  o th e r  s m a lle r  b u ild in g s . B e tw e e n  th e  la rg e r  b u ild in g s  w a s  a n  

o p e n  q u a d ra n g le , o r  c o u r ty a rd ,  c o n ta in in g  s e v e ra l  c is te rn s  h o ld in g  d r in k in g  w a te r . T h e  c is te rn s  w e re n ’t  a  b a d  id e a , s in c e  th e  

p ip e d  w a te r in  th e  b u ild in g s  w a s  u n f it fo r h u m a n  c o n s u m p tio n . T h e n , to o , i f  w e  c a re d  to  a n d  p re fe r re d  s o f t w a te r fo r  

w a s h in g ,  w e  c o u ld  f i l l  o u r  w a s h b a s in s  a t  th e  p u m p  a n d  d o  a  b a la n c in g  a c t  to  th e  d o rm ito ry  o n  th e  th ird  f lo o r .

B a c k  o f  th e  s e m in a ry  —  th a t is , to  th e  w e s t —  th e  p ro p e r ty  e x te n d s fo r  tw o  m ile s , m o re  o r  le s s , th ro u g h  S t. 

J o se p h 's  W o o d s  a n d  o u t to  C h a rb o n ie r re , o u r  v il la  o n  th e  M iss o u r i R iv e r . H e re  th e  ju n io rs  w e n t e a c h  T h u rs d a y . B u t th e  

n o v ic e s  e n jo y e d  th is  p r iv i le g e  o n ly  a  f e w  t im e s  a  y e a r .

W e r a n  in to  a  lo t o f  n e w  th in g s a s n o v ic e s ; in  f a c t , e v e ry th in g  w a s n e w  to  u s . S o m e th in g s w h ic h  w e  h a d  

c o n s id e re d  p e r fe c t ly  n o rm a l b e fo re  w e re  n o t a l lo w e d  u s  n o w . F o r  e x a m p le , w e  w e re  to ld  th a t w e  h a d  e x a c t ly  o n e  w e e k  to  

b re a k  th e  s m o k in g  h a b it. A n d  th is  w e  d id , s o m e h o w , w ith  th e  g re a te s t o f  e a se . O n e  o f  m y  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  p ro b a b ly  to o k  

lo n g e r  th a n  m o s t p e o p le , s in c e  h e  a lw a y s s e e m e d  to  h a v e  a  f e w  p a c k s  o f  c ig a re t te s le f t a f te r e a c h  s h a k e d o w n . F in a l ly , 

h o w e v e r , e v e n  th is  s u p p ly  r a n  o u t .

T h e  f i rs t  w e e k  a t F lo r is sa n t is  k n o w n  a s  th e  w e e k  o f  F ir s t  P ro b a tio n . I t w a s  d u r in g  th is  t im e  th a t  w e  t r ie d  to  g e t  

s o m e w h a t u s e d  to  th e  p la c e , b e fo re  r e c e iv in g  o u r  c a s s o c k s  a t th e  e n d  o f  th e  w e e k . B u t, o f  c o u rs e , y o u  c a n ’t  g e t  u s e d  to  

s o m e th in g  l ik e  th a t  in  a  w e e k . D u r in g  th is  t im e , o n e  o f  th e  s e c o n d -y e a r  n o v ic e s  s h e p h e rd e d  u s  a ro u n d  a n d  t r ie d  to  a c q u a in t  

u s  w ith  th e  n o o k s  a n d  c ra n n ie s . T h is  c h o s e n  o n e ’s  jo b  is  n o t a lw a y s  e a sy . F a th e r  W a lte r  H a rr is . I a m  to ld , h a d  a  v e ry  f in e  

t im e  d u r in g  th is  w e e k  w h e n  h e  f i rs t  c a m e  to  F lo r is sa n t . B u t h is  a n g e l ( th e  s e c o n d -y e a r  n o v ic e  w h o  h a s  c h a rg e  o f  th e  F ir s t  

P ro b a tio n e r s ) d id  n o t f in d  th in g s  s o  e a s y . O n  o n e  o c c a s io n  h e  a p p ro a c h e d  F a th e r H a rr is  to  te l l h im  th a t th e re  w a s a n  

in s tru c t io n  in  f iv e  m in u te s , o n ly  to  b e  g re e te d  w ith : “ W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t  m e  to  d o  —  g iv e  i t? ”  J u s t ic e  w a s  s a t is f ie d , h o w e v e r ,  

w h e n  F a th e r  H a rr is  h im s e lf  to o k  o n  th e  o n e ro u s  d u tie s  o f  a n  a n g e l  a  y e a r  la te r .

A  c o u p le  o f  y e a r s  la te r , w h e n  h is  a n g e l  w a s  t ry in g  to  e x p la in  to  a n o th e r  p o te n t ia l  m y s tic  th a t h e  w a s  s u p p o s e d  to  

m e d ita te  fo r  a n  h o u r  o n  a  p a g e  o r  s o  in  a  m e d ita t io n  b o o k , h e  w a s  a s k e d  th e  s im p le  q u e s t io n . “ A n  h o u r!  H o w  c o m e ?  I  c a n  

r e a d  th ro u g h  th a t  in  tw  o  m in u te s . ”

A n y h o w , w ith  a l l o u r  s tu p id i ty  a n d  s im p lic i ty , a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  w e e k  o f  p ro b a t io n , w e  w e re  a l lo w e d  to  w e a r  o u r  

c a ss o c k s , [ fo o tn o te : T h e  c a s s o c k  is  th e  lo n g  b la c k  ro b e  w o rn  b y  a  p r ie s t  A ll  c a s s o c k s  a re  lo n g  a n d  b la c k , b u t  n o t a l l a re  th e  

s a m e . T h e  J e s u it  c a s so c k  h a s  n o  b u tto n s  a n d  is  h e ld  to g e th e r  a t  th e  w a is t  ( th e  e x a c t lo c a t io n  o f  w h ic h  m a y  s h if t s o m e w h a t  a s  

l i f e  g o e s  o n )  b y  a  c in c tu re , o r  b la c k  s a sh , a b o u t  tw o  in c h e s  w id e . T h e  c in c tu re  is  w ra p p e d  a ro u n d  th e  w a is t tw ic e  a n d  is  

k n o tte d  a t  th e  s ta rb o a rd  s id e . B o th  e n d s  f a l l g ra c e fu l ly  to  w ith in  a  fo o t o r  tw o  o f  th e  g ro u n d . N o v ic e s  a n d  ju n io r s  w e a r  a  

c e l lu lo id  c o lla r  w ith  th is  c a s s o c k . T h e  n o v ic e  a ls o  w e a rs  a  la rg e  ro s a ry  in  h is  c in c tu re . T h e  t r ic k  a t f i rs t  is  le a rn in g  n o t to  

w a lk  u p  th e  in s id e  o f  o n e ’s  c a s so c k  a s  h e  g o e s  u p  s ta ir s .] A n d  y o u  n e v e r  s a w  a  p ro u d e r  g ro u p  in  y o u r  l i f e . T h e  c a s so c k  w a s  

to  b e  o u r  u n ifo rm  f ro m  th e n  o n , a n d  w e  w e re  g la d  to  g e t in s id e  i t . W e  w o re  i t a t a l l t im e s  e x c e p t w h e n  " fa t ig u e s”  w e re  

n e c e s s a ry  o r  m o re  c o n v e n ie n t .



(frifjrff λ λ  the ·/ w  pn?  friem xv ,t iLl

W ith  th e  d o n n in g  o f  o u r  c a s so c k s ,  w e  b e g a n  o u r  N o v it ia te . I t  w a s  a  l i f e  o f  s tu d y  (b u t  n o t  to o  m u c h  o f  i t ) , o f  p ra y e r  

(p le n ty  o f  i t ) , a n d  o f  d is c o v e ry . F o rm a lly , w e  s tu d ie d  v e ry  l i t t le , b e c a u se  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  th e  N o v it ia te  is  to  le a rn  th e  s p ir i tu a l 

l i f e  a n d  t l iis  is  d o n e  la rg e ly  b y  r e a d in g , in s tru c t io n , a n d  p ra y e r . A n y  s tu d y in g  w e  d id  w a s  c h ie f ly  to  k e e p  u s  in  p ra c t ic e .  

H o w e v e r , w e  d id  t ry  o u r  b e s t to  le a rn  a l l th e  L a tin  w e  c o u ld  d u r in g  t l i is  t im e , s in c e  o u r  s tu d ie s  la te r  o n  in  p h ilo s o p h y  a n d  

th e o lo g y  w o u ld  r e q u ire  a  c le a r  k n o w le d g e  o f  th a t la n g u a g e . I t w a s  fo r  th is  r e a so n  th a t w e  s p o k e  L a tin  to  o n e  a n o th e r  fo r  

f i f te e n  m in u te s  o f  th e  r e c re a t io n  p e r io d  e a c h  e v e n in g .

T h e  d a ily  o rd e r  w a s  s u c h  th a t w e  n e v e r  fo u n d  o u rs e lv e s  w ith  a n y  t im e  o n  o u r  h a n d s . In  f a c t , y o u  c o u ld  n e v e r  d o  

a n y th in g  a t  a l l  fo r  m o re  th a n  f i f te e n  m in u te s  w ith o u t  a  b e ll  s o u n d in g  a n d  s ta r tin g  y o u  o f f  in  s o m e  o th e r  d ire c t io n .

W e  w e re  ta u g h t d u r in g  t l iis  t im e  th a t w o rk  is a  g o o d  th in g , th e  m o re h u m b le  th e  jo b  th e  b e tte r . W e c u t o n e  

a n o th e r ’s  h a ir , w ith  th e  e x p e c te d  r e s u l ts . W e  s c ru b b e d  f lo o rs . W e  s w e p t. W e  w a s h e d  th o u s a n d s  u p o n  th o u s a n d s  o f  d is h e s .  

A n d  in  g e n e ra l  w e  w o rk e d .

W e  w e re  ta u g h t to  p ra c t ic e  r e s tr a in t. W e  w e re  n o t  a l lo w e d  to  ta lk  e x c e p t a t  th e  t im e s  a s s ig n e d  fo r  r e c re a tio n . A n d .  

i f  i t w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  s a y  a n y th in g  d u r in g  t im e s  o f  s i le n c e , i t w a s  to  b e  in  L a tin , a  r e g u la t io n  w h ic h  d is c o u ra g e s s p e a k in g  

w ith o u t  n e c e s s i ty . W e  w e re  ta u g h t , to o . n o t  to  b e  lo o k in g  a b o u t  a t t i l in g s  w h ic h  w e  r e a l ly  d id n ’t  h a v e  to  lo o k  a t —  in  o th e r  

w o rd s , to  r e s tr a in  o u r  e y e s . I t  w a s  v e iy  s u rp r is in g  to  d is c o v e r  th a t  w e  d id n ’t  m iss  v e ry  m u c h  e v e n  w h e n  w e  p ra c t ic e d  s u c h  

m o d e s ty  q u ite  w e ll .

N a tu ra l ly , th e re  w e re  s o m e  w h o  m a d e  th e m s e lv e s  m e n a c e s  fo r  a  t im e  b y  o v e rd o in g  t l iis  “ m o d e s ty  o f  th e  e y e s .”  

H o w e v e r , th e y  g ra d u a lly  g o t o v e r i t . a f te r c ra s h in g  in to  a  f e w  im m o v a b le  o b je c ts  a n d  b e in g  to ld  a b o u t i t b y  n o t a  f e w  

m o v a b le  o n e s .

W e  h a d  to  le a rn , to o . a  w h o le  n e w  s e t o f  w o rd s , te rm s  w h ic h , a t  f i rs t , s o im d e d  v e ry  p e c u lia r  to  o u r  e a r s . T h e re  w a s  

th e  w o rd  manualia, w h ic h  w a s  o n ly  a  lo n g e r  w o rd  fo r  w o rk . In  m y  s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  N o v it ia te , w h e n  I  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  a th le t ic  

m a n a g e rs , I e n jo y e d  m u c h  m o re  p le a s a n t manualia p e r io d s , s in c e  I w a s  o n  m y  o w n . I r e c a l l d u r in g  o n e  lo n g  manualia 

s e s s io n . I  w a s  ly in g  u n d e r  a  t r e e  t ry in g  to  f l ip  g re e n  a p p le s  in to  th e  te n n is  c o u r t  m a rk e r , w h e n  th e  Socius ( a s s is ta n t)  to  th e  

M a s te r  o f  N o v ic e s  p u lle d  m e  o u t  o f  m y  r e v e r ie  r a th e r  a b m p tly .

T h e n  th e re  w a s  th e  w o rd  flexoria w h ic h  w a s  a  m o re  c o m p lic a te d  w a y  o f  s a y in g  a  h a lf  h o u r  o f  m e d ita t io n . T h e re  

w e re  th e  w o rd s  jentaculum, prandium, a n d  coena, q u ite  in n o c e n t in  th e m se lv e s  s in c e  th e y  m e a n t b re a k fa s t , d in n e r , a n d  

s u p p e r . T h e y  to o k  o n  a  s in is te r  m e a n in g , h o w e v e r , w h e n  th e  w o rd  post w a s  p u t b e fo re  th e m , b e c a u s e  th e n  th e y  s im p ly  

m e a n t th a t  w e  worked a f te r  b re a k fa s t , d in n e r , o r  s u p p e r . T h e n  th e re  w a s  th e  d e lig h tfu l w o rd  haustus, w h ic h  in d ic a te s  a  f in e  

o ld  c u s to m  in  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  g ra b b in g  a  l i t t le  s n a c k  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  a f te rn o o n  to  t id e  o n e  o v e r  u n ti l s u p p e r . I  h a v e  fo u n d  



th a t  p a r tic u la r  c u s to m  v e ry  e a sy  to  o b s e rv e  th ro u g h o u t  th e  y e a r s .

W e  h a d  w h a t w e re  c a lle d  toni c la s se s  o n c e  a  w e e k . A  toni c la s s is  a  s p e e c h  c la s s , a n d  I th in k  a l l o f  u s  fo u n d  i t  

e x tre m e ly  d if f ic u l t  to  s p e a k  b e fo re  o u r  o w n  m e n . B u t  i t  c e r ta in ly  m a d e  p u b lic  s p e a k in g  e a s ie r  la te r  o n . O n c e  y o u ’v e  s p o k e n  

to  a  b u n c h  o f  p e o p le  w h o  s i t th e re  ta k in g  n o te s o n  w h a t y o u ’r e d o in g  w ro n g , i t is n ’t to o  h a rd  to  s p e a k  b e fo re a  le s s  

o b v io u s ly  c r it ic a l  g ro u p .

M u c h  m o re  o f  o u r  t im e  w a s  ta k e n  u p  b y  p ra y e r  th a n  w e  h a d  e v e r  th o u g h t  p o s s ib le . A s  a  r e su l t , w h e n  w e  f in a l ly  d id  

g e t  a  c h a n c e  to  g o  s w im m in g  a t  C h a rb o n ie r re ,  th e  r e la t iv e  le n g th  a n d  b re a d th  a n d  d e p th  o f  th e  c a l lu s e s  o n  o u r  k n e e s  b e c a m e  

a  s u b je c t  o f  le n g th y  s p e c u la t io n .

W e  d id  n o t , o f  c o u rs e , ta k e  to  s u c h  a  l i f e  l ik e  d u c k s  to  w a te r . S o m e  d id  s e e m  to  f i t in  p e r fe c t ly  f ro m  th e  v e ry  

b e g in n in g . B u t  fo r  m o s t o f  u s , i t  w a s  l ik e  g e tt in g  in to  a  tu b  o f  v e ry  c o ld  w a te r , a n d  w e  p re fe r re d  to  s l id e  in  g ra d u a lly . A  

c o u p le  o f  u s , fo r  e x a m p le , s a w  n o th in g  a t a l l w ro n g  a t f i rs t  in  s ta n d in g  o n  th e  h ig h w a y  a n d  w h is t l in g  a t th e  g ir ls  w h o  w e n t  

b y  in  c a r s , m u c h  to  th e  d is e d if ic a t io n  o f  th e  s e c o n d -y e a r n o v ic e  w h o  a c c o m p a n ie d  u s . S o m e  s a w  n o  r e a s o n  to  m a rk  th e ir  

c lo th e s  w ith  th e  n u m b e r  th e y  w e re  a s s ig n e d , b e c a u s e  th e y  f ig u re d  th e y  w o u ld n 't w a n t  th e ir  c lo th e s  in k e d  u p  th a t  w a y  w h e n  

th e y  le f t  in  a b o u t  a  w e e k . A n d  th e s e , s tra n g e ly  e n o u g h , w e re  th e  v e ry  o n e s  w h o  d id  p e rse v e re .

I r e c a l l th e  f i rs t t im e  I a n sw e re d  o n e  o f  o u r  s e c o n d -y e a r  n o v ic e s in  E n g lis h  w h e n  I s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  s p e a k in g  

L a tin . Y o u  c a n  im a g in e  I r is s h o c k e d  s u rp r is e  w h e n  to  h is  d e m a n d , “Latine, Frater, " I a s k e d  h im  s im p ly , “ W h a t th e  h e ll  

fo r? ” I s o o n  le a rn e d  w h a t fo r ! I t to o k  s o m e  t im e , to o , to  g e t u s e d  to  c a ll in g  o n e  a n o th e r “Frater, " th e  L a tin  w o rd  fo r  

“ B ro th e r .”

N o . w e  w e re  b y  n o  m e a n s  f in is h e d  J e s u i ts  to  s ta r t  w ith . M o s t  o f  u s  r e a l ly  h a d  n o  id e a  o f  w h a t  th e  r e l ig io u s  l i f e  w a s  

l ik e . T h e  o n ly  t i r in g  th a t s a v e d  u s  w a s  th e  f a c t  th a t  w e  w e re  w ill in g  to  le a rn , a n d  w e  h a d  a  N o v ic e  M a s te r  w h o  w a s  q u ite  

w illin g  a n d  c o m p le te ly  c a p a b le  o f  te a c h in g  u s .

D if f ic u l t a s  i t w a s  fo r  u s  to  a d ju s t o u rs e lv e s , i t a l l c a m e  d o w n  to  o n e  q u e s tio n : “ D o  y o u  w a n t i t e n o u g h  to  b e  

w illin g  to  le a rn ? ” W e  d id  a n d  w e  w e re . A t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  m o n th  o f  O c to b e r o f  o u r  f i r s t y e a r o f  N o v it ia te , w e  

u n d e rw e n t s o m e th in g  th a t m a rk e d  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  o u r c h a n g e  to  a  s p ir i tu a l o u tlo o k  o n  th in g s : th e  lo n g  r e tre a t o f  th ir ty  

d a y s , d u r in g  w h ic h  w e  c o n v e rse d  o n ly  w ith  G o d  a n d  n o t w ith  o n e  a n o th e r . I t m a rk e d  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  G o d ’s ta k in g  

e v e ry th in g  w e  h a d  a n d  h e lp in g  u s  to  tu rn  i t  in  H is  d ire c t io n .

J e s u its , w e  fo u n d  d u r in g  th e  lo n g  r e tr e a t , a re  a  s o r t o f  l ig h t-h o r se  c a v a lry  o r  m a r in e  c o rp s  o f  G o d . T h e y  m u s t  b e  

r e a d y  to  g o  a n y w h e re  w h e re  th e re  is  h o p e  o f  d o in g  g o o d  fo r  G o d  a n d  H is  C h u rc h . T h e y  m u s t  w is h  to  s ig n a l iz e  th e m se lv e s  

in  H is  s e rv ic e . W e , i t  is  t ru e ,  w e re  o n ly  r e c ru i ts  in  th is  a rm y  o f  C h r is t. W e  w e re  r a w  m a te r ia l,  y e s  —  p le n ty  r a w . B u t  w e  h a d  

th e  e n e rg y  a n d  th e  a m b it io n , a n d  w e  w e re  w ill in g  to  d o  o u r  p a r t  i f  w e  c o u ld  b e  s h o w n  h o w . T h e  lo n g  r e tre a t  w a s  th e  f i rs t  b ig  

h e lp  w e  h a d  in  g e tt in g  o u r  n o s e s  p o in te d  in  th e  r ig h t  d ire c t io n .

T h e  lo n g  r e tre a t is  b a s e d  o n  th e  Spiritual Exercises o f  S t. Ig n a t iu s  L o y o la , w h o  a ls o  h a p p e n s  to  h a v e  b e e n  th e  

fo u n d e r  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s . T h e  m o n th  o f  th e  lo n g  r e tr e a t  is  s p e n t  m e d ita t in g  o n  th e  t ru th s  o u tl in e d  in  th e s e  Exercises.

S t. Ig n a t iu s , o n c e  a  s o ld ie r  h im s e lf , c e r ta in ly  le t  h is  o w n  s p ir i t s h in e  th ro u g h  h is  b o o k . A s  w e  s tu d ie d  th e  Exercises, 

w e  b e g a n  to  lo o k  u p o n  C h r is t ’s  w o rk  a s  th e  w o rk  o f  a  s p ir i tu a l a rm y , s e e in g  C h r is t  a s  o u r  K in g  a n d  L e a d e r , a n d  S a ta n  ( a n d  

v e iy  o f te n  o u rs e lv e s )  a s  H is  e n e m y  a n d  o u rs . W e  s tu d ie d  a n d  p ra y e d  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  p e rso n a l i ty  o f  C h r is t, o u r  K in g , u n ti l  

w e  c a m e , g ra d u a lly , to  lo v e  H im  a n d  to  b e  w ill in g  to  f ig h t  a n y th in g  o p p o se d  to  H im . W e  s a w  m o re  d e f in i te ly  th a t  w e  w o u ld  

h a v e  to  m a k e  c e r ta in  s a c r if ic e s  fo r  H im  i f  w e  w e re  to  g e t  a n y w h e re  in  H is  s e rv ic e . A n d  w e  s a w , a b o v e  a l l,  th a t  th e  b e s t  w a y  

to  s e rv e  H im  w a s  to  im ita te  H im .

A fte r  o u r  lo n g  r e tr e a t , w e  s p e n t th e  r e s t o f  o u r  tw o  y e a r s  o f  N o v it ia te  t ry in g  to  p u t th e  p r in c ip le s  w e  h a d  le a rn e d  

th e re  in to  p ra c t ic e . W e  t r ie d , to o , to  m a k e  a b so lu te ly  s u re , a s  w e  a p p ro a c h e d  th e  d a y  o f  o u r  v o w s , w h e th e r  th is  w a s  w h a t  w e  

r e a l ly  w a n te d  fo r  th e  r e s t  o f  o u r  l iv e s . T h e  g re a t  m a jo r i ty  o f  u s  d e c id e d  th a t  i t  w a s .

B u t  th e  N o v it ia te  w a s  b y  n o  m e a n s  a l l w o rk . W e  to o k  lo n g  a n d  f r e q u e n t  w a lk s  o v e r  a  M iss o u r i c o u n try s id e , w h ic h  

is  e s p e c ia l ly  lo v e ly  in  th e  a u tu m n . W e  to o k  p a r t  in  e v e ry  s p o r t  e v e r  in v e n te d  a n d  a  f e w  o f  o u r  o w n . W e  d id  e v e ry th in g  to  

k e e p  a  h e a l th y  m in d  a n d  a  h e a l th y  b o d y . A n d  w e  e n jo y e d  e a c h  o th e r ’s  c o m p a n y  t r e m e n d o u s ly . I t w a s  a  g o o d  l i f e , a  h a p p y  

l i f e , o n e  f i l le d  w ith  p e a c e  a n d  c a m a ra d e rie .

O c to b e r o f  o u r  s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  N o v it ia te  w a s  e s p e c ia l ly  p le a s a n t . D u r in g  th is  t im e  w e  w e re  w ith  th o se  o f  o u r  o w n  

g ro u p  o n ly , u n h a m p e re d  a n d  u n b o th e re d  b y  th e  f i r s t-y e a r  m e n , w h o  w e re  b u s y  w ith  th e ir  lo n g  r e tre a t. O u r  p le a s u re s  w e re  

s im p le  b u t m e m o ra b le  —  m a d e  u p  o f  h e a r ty  a n d  h ila r io u s  r e c re a t io n s . W e  w e re  v e ry  h a p p y  y o u n g  m e n  a n d  g a v e  s c a rc e ly  a  

th o u g h t  to  th e  m o re  s o p h is t ic a te d  w o r ld ly  p le a s u re s  w e  h a d  le f t  b e h in d .

A t th e  e n d  o f  o u r  tw o  y e a r s o f  t r ia l , a f te r  th e  lo n g  r e tre a t , tw o  e ig h t-d a y  r e tr e a ts , f iv e  th re e -d a y  r e tre a ts , a n d  



in n u m e ra b le  d a y s  o f  r e c o l le c t io n , c o u n tle s s  h o u rs  o f  m e d ita t io n  a n d  s p ir i tu a l r e a d in g , a n d  n u m e ro u s  c o n fe re n c e s  w ith  o u r  

M a s te r  o f  N o v ic e s , w e  w e re  a l lo w e d  to  ta k e  o u r  th re e  v o w s  o f  p o v e r ty ’ , c h a s t i ty , a n d  o b e d ie n c e , b y  w h ic h  w e  p ro m is e d  to  

o b s e rv e  th o se  v o w s  a s  J e su i ts  fo re v e r . A n d  o u r  v o w  d a y  c e r ta in ly  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  h a p p ie s t  d a y s  o f  o u r  l iv e s .

I t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  f a ir  to  e n d  th is  c h a p te r  o n  th e  N o v it ia te  w ith o u t  a  v e ry  b r ie f  t r ib u te  to  th e  m a n  w h o  t r a in e d  u s  fo r  

th a t  d a y , F a th e r  A l  H a h n , o u r  M a s te r  o f  N o v ic e s . H e  m a d e  u s  lo v e  th e  S o c ie ty . H e  ta u g h t  u s  to  lo v e  G o d  a b o v e  a l l  th in g s  

a n d  to  l iv e  fo r  G o d . A n d  w h a t  m o re  c o u ld  o n e  a s k  o f  a n y  m a n ?

Ill

A T  T H E  e n d  o f h is tw o  y e a r s o f  N o v it ia te , th e  a d o le s c e n t J e s u it p ro n o u n c e s  I r is p e rp e tu a l v o w s o f  p o v e r ty ,  

c h a s t ity , a n d  o b e d ie n c e  in  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s . H e  th e n  p a s se s  f ro m  th e  N o v it ia te  to  th e  J u n io ra te . A n d  a s  h e  t ro ts  h a p p ily  

a c ro s s  th e  b r id g e .*  w e ’d  b e tte r ta k e  a  s h o r t lo o k  a t  th e s e  v o w s  o f  p o v e r ty , c h a s t ity , a n d  o b e d ie n c e , [ fo o tn o te : S in c e  th e re  

a re  u s u a l ly  m a n y  b u ild in g s  in  a  J e su i t e s ta b l is h m e n t , a n d  s in c e  th e re  is o rd in a r i ly  a  g o o d  d e a l o f  t r a f f ic  b e tw e e n  th e s e  

b u i ld in g s , e n c lo s e d  b r id g e s  u s u a l ly  jo in  th e m , s o  th a t  a  m a n  c a n  ru n  th e  b r id g e  to  h is  h e a r t’s  c o n te n t in  a l l  ty p e s  o f  w e a th e r .  

T h u s , a t F lo r is sa n t  in  o u r  d a y . o n e  s u c h  b r id g e  c o n n e c te d  th e  N o v it ia te  a n d  th e  R o c k  B u ild in g , a n o th e r  th e  R o c k  B u ild in g  

a n d  th e  in f irm a ry ’ , a n o th e r  th e  R o c k  B u ild in g  a n d  th e  J u n io ra te . a n o th e r  th e  J u n io ra te  a n d  th e  c h a p e l , a n o th e r  th e  N o v it ia te  

a n d  th e  in f irm a ry ’ , a n d  a n o th e r  th e  N o v it ia te  a n d  th e  c h a p e l . I a m  n o t s u re  ju s t  w h a t  a  p s y  c h ia tr is t w o u ld  h a v e  to  s a y  a b o u t  

a l l  t l iis .]

A  v o w . f i rs t  o f  a l l, is  a  p ro m is e  f r e e ly  m a d e  to  G o d , a  p ro m is e  to  d o  s o m e th in g  g o o d , s o m e th in g  w h ic h  is  better, in  

f a c t , th a n  i ts  o p p o s i te . S o  I c a n  m a k e  a  v o w  to  g iv e  to  th e  p o o r  e v e ry  C h r is tm a s , b u t I c a n ’t m a k e  a  v o w  to  m u rd e r m y  

c o n g re s s m a n .  O n  s e c o n d  th o u g h t , le t 's  u s e  a  completely u n lik e ly  e x a m p le  a n d  s a y  I  c a n ’t  ta k e  a  v o w  to  m u rd e r  m y  m o th e r .

S in c e  a  p ro m is e  is  a lw a y s  a  s o le m n  th in g  a n d  s in c e  a  p ro m is e  m a d e  to  G o d  is  s o  m u c h  m o re  d ig n if ie d  th a n  o n e  

m a d e  to  a  m a n . a  v o w  c a r r ie s  w ith  i t  a  v e ry  s o le m n  o b lig a t io n .

A  v o w  m a y  b e  e i th e r  te m p o ra ry  o r  p e rp e tu a l ,  d e p e n d in g  o n  h o w  lo n g  th e  v o w e r  w ish e s  i t  to  b in d .

A fte r  tw o  y e a r s  o f  N o v it ia te ,  th e  y o u n g  J e su i t m a k e s  th re e  s u c h  v o w s  o r  s o le m n  p ro m is e s  to  G o d . In  h is  c a se , th e y  

a re  n o t  te m p o ra ry  b u t  p e rp e tu a l . H e  in te n d s  to  h in d  h im s e lf  b y  th e m  fo r  l i f e .

A n d  th e  f i rs t  v o w  h e  ta k e s  is  th a t o f  poverty. B y  th is  v o w , h e  g iv e s  u p  th e  p o s s e s s io n , o r  a t  le a s t  th e  u s e . o f  a n y  

p ro p e r ty . In  th e  S o c ie ty , th is  m e a n s  th a t  i f  h e  w a n ts  e v e n  s o  m u c h  a s  a  b u s  to k e n ,  h e  m u s t a s k  th e  S u p e r io r  fo r  i t . (T h is  d o e s  

n o t m e a n , o f  c o u rs e , th a t th e  S u p e r io r m a y  n o t g iv e  h im  a  d o z e n  b u s  to k e n s  a t o n c e .) T h e  v o w  o f  p o v e r ty  is  a  v o w  o f  

d e p e n d e n c e r a th e r th a n  a  v o w  to  e m b ra c e a c tu a l a b je c t p o v e r ty . B u t th is  v o w  o f  d e p e n d e n c e  s u p p o s e s  th a t th e  a b je c t  

p o v e rty  w ill  b e  a c c e p te d  w illin g ly , s h o u ld  i t  c o m e , a s  i t  s o m e tim e s  d o e s .

B y  th e  v o w  o f  chastity, th e  r e l ig io u s  b in d s  h im s e lf , u n d e r  a n  e x tra  o b lig a t io n ,  to  o b s e rv e  th o s e  c o m m a n d m e n ts  o f  

G o d  w h ic h  fo rb id  a n y  u n la w fu l  u s e  o f  s e x . A n d  th e  v o w  o f  c h a s ti ty  g o e s  o n e  t r e m e n d o u s  s te p  fu r th e r . B y  i t , th e  r e l ig io u s  

p ro m is e s  G o d  to  fo re g o  e v e n  th e  la w fu l  r ig h t  to  m a rr ia g e , [ fo o tn o te : S in c e  th e  r e l ig io u s  fo re g o e s  b y  s u c h  a  s o le m n  p ro m is e  

th e  r ig h t  to  m a rr ia g e , i t  w o u ld  b e  v e ry  fo o l is h  fo r  h im  to  ru n  th e  r is k  o f  f a l lin g  in  lo v e . I t is  fo r  th is  r e a so n  th a t s a fe g u a rd s  

m u s t b e  ta k e n  w h ic h  m ig h t s e e m  s l ig h t a n d  o v e r -c a u tio u s  to  o th e r s , b u t w h ic h  a re  q u ite  n e c e s s a ry . W e  a re  h u m a n  b e in g s . 

O n ly  a  fo o l  f a i ls  to  r e a l iz e  th a t h e  c a n  b e s t  a v o id  th e  t i l in g s  h e  l ik e s , i f  a v o id  th e m  h e  s h o u ld ,  b y  k e e p in g  th e m  a t  a  d is ta n c e . 

T h is  h a s  n o th in g  in  c o m m o n  w ith  p ru d is h n e s s , s c ru p u lo s ity . o r  m is o g y n is m .]

I  a m  s u re  th e re  a re  lo ts  o f  p e o p le  w h o  th in k  th e  v o w s  o f  p o v e r ty  a n d  o b e d ie n c e  a re  w o n d e r fu l  th in g s , b u t  w h o  lo o k  

u p o n  th e  v o w  o f  c h a s t ity  a s  fo o l is h n e ss . B u t th e re  a re  m a n y  r e a so n s  fo r  a  r e l ig io u s  to  ta k e  t l iis  v o w . W ith o u t  e n u m e ra t in g  

m in o r  r e a s o n s , le t ’s  m e n tio n  o n ly  th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t  o n e s . F ir s t  o f  a l l, th e re  is  n o  g re a te r  h e lp  fo r  h im  to  g iv e  h is  undivided 

a t te n tio n  to  G o d  a n d  to  h is  w o rk . A n d , s e c o n d , th e  r e l ig io u s  l i f e  is  a  l i f e  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . W h a t b e tte r  w a y  to  show I r is  

lo v e  fo r G o d  th a n  b y  v o lu n ta r i ly  r e l in q u is h in g  n o t o n ly  th e  m o s t m o n o p o lis t ic  h u m a n  lo v e  b u t a lso  th e  g re a te s t h u m a n  

p le a s u re ?  W e  s h o w  h o w  m u c h  w e  lo v e  b y  h o w  m u c h  w e  a re  w illin g  to  s a c r if ic e .

I  h a v e  h a d  q u ite  e n o u g h  o f  w o u ld -b e  a u th o r i t ie s  w h o  e i th e r  c o n s id e r  th e  v o w  o f  c h a s t i ty  a s  a  s ig n  o f  m iso g y n is m  o r  

k n o w in g ly  a n d  le e r in g ly  p ro c la im  i t c a n ’ t b e  d o n e . In  th e  f i r s t p la c e , th e re  a re  n o  m o re  r e l ig io u s  m is o g y n is ts  th a n  la y  



m is o g y n is ts , p ro b a b ly  n o t n e a r ly  s o  m a n y .*  [ fo o tn o te : I t m a y  a ls o  c o m e  a s  a  s u rp r is e  to  s o m e  p e o p le  th a t m o s t  J e s u i ts  a re  

q u ite  fo n d  o f  s m a ll  c h ild re n . I  a m , to o , e x c e p t th a t I  a m  a ls o  a f ra id  o f  th e m . O n e  o f  o u r  S t. L o u is  U n iv e rs i ty  la y  p ro fe ss o r s  

h a d  a  s m a ll d a u g h te r  n a m e d  V e in  A lic e . S h e  w a s a b o u t s ix  o r s e v e n  w h e n  w e  w e re  p h ilo s o p h e rs . A t o n e  o f  o u r s o c ia l  

fu n c t io n s  in  th e  g y m  a t S t. L o u is , tw o  o f  th e  m o n k s  w e re  e n jo y in g  th e m se lv e s  a n d  e n te r ta in in g  V e in  A lic e  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e . 

A t o n e  s ta g e  o f  th e s e  g e n e ra l  f e s t iv i t ie s  th e y  w e re  o n  th e ir  h a n d s  a n d  k n e e s  b e fo re  a  d o o r  t ry in g  to  c o a x  h e r  to  c o m e  o u t  

w h e n  a  d e e p  v o ic e  b e h in d  th e m  b ro u g h t  th e m  to  th e ir  f e e t q u ite  a b ru p tly . S e e m s  th a t  F a th e r  R e c to r w a s  c u r io u s  a s  to  w h a t  

th e y  w e re  d o in g  in  th a t  r a th e r  o d d  p o s i t io n  a t  a  p u b lic  g a th e r in g .]

C h a s ti ty  is  th e  v o w  b y  w h ic h  w e  k e e p  o u r  lo v e  f ro m  b e c o m in g  s p e c ia l iz e d , s o  th a t  w e  c a n  b e s to w  i t  o n  a l l m e n  and 

w o m e n  u n d e r  G o d . A n d , in  th e  s e c o n d  p la c e , th e s e  p a ra g o n s  o f  v ir tu e  s h o u ld  n o t  c o n s id e r s o m e th in g  im p o ss ib le  fo r  o th e r s  

s im p ly  b e c a u s e  i t  w o u ld  b e  im p o s s ib le  fo r  th e m se lv e s . A fte r  a l l, th e re  a re  p e o p le  w h o  c a n  w a lk  a  t ig h tro p e , a n d  th o s e  w h o  

c a n n o t . I t ’s  la rg e ly  a  m a tte r  o f  p a tie n c e , r ig h t ly  p la c e d  c o n f id e n c e , r e s tr a in t, p ra c t ic e , a n d  b a la n c e .

A n d  th e n  th e re  a re  th e  r ig h te o u s  w h o  c la im  th a t r e l ig io u s  w ith  th e ir  v o w  o f  c h a s t i ty  a re  s lo w in g  u p  th e  g ro w th  o f  

th e  h u m a n  r a c e . Y e t th e s e  e x e m p la r s  a n d  s ta n c h  a d v o c a te s  o f  s o c ia l  v ir tu e  th in k  i t ’s  p e r fe c t ly  f in e  to  g e t  m a rr ie d  a n d  h a v e  

b u t  o n e  o r  n o  c h ild re n .

B u t  le t ’s  g e t  b a c k  to  o u r  v o w s . T h e  th ird  v o w  th e  r e l ig io u s  p ro n o u n c e s  is  th a t  o f  obedience. A n d  i ts  s c o p e  is  c le a r , I  

b e l ie v e , f ro m  th e  v e ry  te rm . B y  th is  v o w , th e  r e l ig io u s  p ro m is e s  to  l iv e  a t th e  c o m m a n d  o f  I r is le g i t im a te  s u p e r io r s , to  g o  

w h e re  h e  is  s e n t , a n d  to  d o  w h a t  h e  is  to ld  w h e n  h e  g e ts  th e re .

I t s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t a l l th re e  v o w s  f r e e  th e  r e l ig io u s  f ro m  w o r ld ly  e n ta n g le m e n ts  s o  th a t h e  c a n  c o n c e n tra te  h is  

fu l l  a t te n t io n  o n  G o d  a n d  h is  n e ig h b o r .

T h e se  a re  th e  v o w s , th e n , th a t  th e  J e s u i t p ro n o u n c e s  a s  h e  le a v e s  th e  N o v it ia te  to  e n te r  th e  J u n io ra te . P a s s in g  f ro m  

N o v it ia te  to  J u n io ra te  is  v a r io u s ly  d e s c r ib e d  a s  “ g o in g  a c ro ss  th e  b r id g e ,”  “ w in n in g  y o u r  b ire t ta ," *  a n d  o th e r  e q u a lly  s u b tle  

e x p re s s io n s , [ fo o tn o te : A  b ire t ta  is  th e  r a th e r  p e c u lia r - lo o k in g  th re e -c o rn e re d  b la c k  h a t  y o u  o c c a s io n a l ly  s e e  a  p r ie s t  u n d e r .]  

N o  lo n g e r  w ill  th e  ju n io r  w e a r  a  ro s a ry  in  h is  c in c tu re  a s  d o  th e  n o v ic e s . A n d  th e re  w ill  b e  t im e s  w h e n  h e  w ill  a c tu a l ly  b e  

a l lo w e d  to  m a k e  u s e  o f  h is  w a tc h . S o , e x te rn a l ly , th e  o n ly  d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  n o v ic e  a n d  th e  ju n io r  is  th a t  th e  n o v ic e  

w e a rs  a  ro s a ry  in  I r is  c in c tu re  w h ile  a  ju n io r  s o m e tim e s  w e a rs  h is  h e a d  in  a  b ire t ta . T h a t is  th e  o n ly  e x te rn a l d if fe re n c e . A s  

f a r  a s  h is  l i f e  is  c o n c e rn e d , th e re  is  a  g re a t  c h a n g e , b e c a u s e  th e  ju n io r  is  b e g in n in g  h is  lo n g  c o u rse  o f  J e s u it  s tu d ie s .
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In  th e  N o v it ia te , a t le a s t in  o u r  d a y . th e re  w a s  —  fo r tu n a te ly . I th o u g h t —  v e ry  l i t tle  fo rm a l  s tu d y . W e  h a d  s o m e  

L a tin  a n d  G re e k  c la s s e s  w h ic h  w e re  ju s t e n o u g h  to  k e e p  u s  in  to u c h  w ith  s tu d y  a n d  to  g iv e  u s  a  b e tte r  fo u n d a tio n  in  th o s e  

la n g u a g e s ,  b u t  w h ic h  w e re  n e v e r  a l lo w e d  to  b e c o m e  o b n o x io u s  o r  to  in te r fe re  w ith  o u r  s tu d y  o f  s p ir i tu a l t i l in g s , w ith  o u r  

l i f e  o f  p ra y e r .

T h e  ju n io r , o n  th e  o th e r h a n d , p lu n g e s in to  a  l i f e  o f  s tu d y . F o r  tw o  y e a r s th e  J e s u i t s tu d ie s  th e  c la s s ic s in  th e  

J u n io ra te . T h e n  h e  b e c o m e s im m e rs e d  in  th e  th re e -y e a r s tu d y  o f  p h ilo so p h y . A fte r  th e  la t te r  th re e -y e a r  p e r io d , h e  g e ts  a  

c h a n c e  to  a p p ly  s o m e  o f  th e  th in g s  h e  h a s  le a rn e d  a n d  to  te s t h im s e lf  a s  a  te a c h e r , a s  h e  is  s e n t to  te a c h  fo r  th re e  y e a r s  in  

s o m e  J e s u i t h ig h  s c h o o l . A fte r  h is  te a c h in g  p e r io d  o r  r e g e n c y , h e  s tu d ie s  th e o lo g y  fo r  fo u r  y e a r s ,  d u r in g  th e  c o u rse  o f  w h ic h  

h e  is  o rd a in e d  a  p r ie s t . F in a l ly , i f  h e  is s t il l a l iv e  a n d  k ic k in g , h e  is s u b je c te d  to  w h a t is  c a l le d  th e  T e r t ia n s h ip , w h ic h  is  

s im ila r  to  a  f in a l y e a r o f  N o v it ia te . A g a in , d u r in g  th is  y e a r , h e  s tu d ie s c h ie f ly  th e  s p ir i tu a l l i f e , b u t h e  a ls o  s tu d ie s th e  

C o n s ti tu t io n s  a n d  th e  In s ti tu te  o f  h is  O rd e r .

I t  is  a s  a  ju n io r , th e n , th a t  th e  y o u n g  J e s u i t  b e g in s  w h a t  a p p e a r s  to  b e  a  r a th e r  lo n g  g r in d  o f  s tu d ie s , b u t  w h ic h  is  in  

r e a l i ty  s o  w e ll s p l i t u p  a n d  o rg a n iz e d  th a t th e  t im e  s e e m s  v e ry  s h o r t . A s a  ju n io r , h e  s tu d ie s  th e  “ c la s s ic s ." T h a t is . h e  

s a tu ra te s  h im s e lf  w ith  L a tin . G re e k , E n g lis h , h is to ry , a n d  —  a s  a  s o r t o f  s id e  l in e  —  m o d e m  la n g u a g e s . In  o u r  y e a r s  a s  

ju n io r s . F a th e r  R a y  O ’D o n n e ll  a n d  F a th e r  F ra n c is  P re u s s  (w h o  w a s  a ls o  th e  D e a n  o f  th e  J u n io ra te ) v e ry  c a p a b ly  ta u g h t  u s  

L a tin . F a th e r  L e o n a rd  F e n d  ta u g h t  u s  G re e k . S o m e  w e re  a c tu a l ly  th r i l le d  b y  th e  p o e try  o f  H o m e r , th e  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  P la to ,  

a n d  th e  o ra to ry  o f  D e m o s th e n e s . B u t  I  w a s  v e ry  g e n tly  to ld  b y  F a th e r  F e n d  th a t  th e  o n ly  w a y  I  w a s  im p ro v in g  in  G re e k  w a s  

in  th e  s p e e d  w ith  w h ic h  I f in is h e d  th e  e x e rc is e s . A n d . a t th e  t im e , th is s e e m e d  th e  o n ly  d e s ira b le  g o a l in  th a t g o rg e o u s  

la n g u a g e .

W e  w e re  a lso  b le s s e d  w ith  tw o  f i r s t- r a te  E n g lis h  te a c h e r s . F a th e r  P a u l S m ith , w h o  is  n o w  h e a d  o f  th e  E n g lis h  

D e p a r tm e n t a t C re ig h to n  U n iv e rs i ty , a n d  F a th e r  N o rm a n  D re y fu s , w h o  is  n o w  h e a d  o f  th e  E n g lis h  D e p a r tm e n t  a t S t. L o u is



U n iv e r s i ty .

T h e  s p e e c h  c la s s e s  w e  h a d  h a d  in  th e  N o v it ia te  c o n tin u e d  o n  in  th e  J u n io ra te . m e e tin g  r e g u la r ly  o n c e  e a c h  w e e k . In  

o u r  s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  J u n io ra te ,  F a th e r  M a rio n  B u d z in s k i  h e ld  u s  in  s u s p e n s e  f ro m  o n e  s p e e c h  c la s s  to  th e  n e x t .

F a th e r  A l J a c o b s m e y e r  ta u g h t  u s  h is to ry . F a th e r  " J a k e ”  r e a d  v e ry  w id e ly  a n d  h a d  th e  p e c u lia r  ty p e  o f  m in d  th a t is  

a b le  to  o rg a n iz e  s u c h  r e a d in g  in to  u n ite d , v iv id , a n d  in te re s tin g  le c tu re s . I . fo r  o n e . w a s  n e v e r  a n y  g re a t s h a k e s  a t  le a rn in g  

h is to ry , p ro b a b ly  b e c a u s e  th e re  w a s to o  m u c h  w o rk  in v o lv e d . B u t I le a rn e d  to  e n jo y  th e  s tu ff  a s s e rv e d  u p  b y  F a th e r  

J a c o b s m e y e r .

D u r in g  th e  s u m m e rs , w e  s tu d ie d  m o d e m  la n g u a g e s  —  G e rm a n  a n d  F re n c h . I k n o w  th a t m a n y  o f  m y  c o m p a n io n s  

le a rn e d  th e s e  la n g u a g e s  a lm o s t  p e r fe c t ly . E v e n  I  le a rn e d  e n o u g h  to  p a s s  th e  e n tra n c e  e x a m s  fo r  m y  d e g re e  w o rk .

M a th e m a tic s , th e  o n ly  t i r in g  th a t I r e a lly  w a n te d  to  s tu d y  a t th a t t im e , w a s n o t a l lo w e d  in  th e  J u n io ra te . S o ,  

p ro b a b ly  a s a  s o r t o f  s to p g a p . 1 d e v e lo p e d  s o m e s l ig h t c u r io s ity  fo r E n g lis h  l i te ra tu re  a t th is  t im e , a n  in te re s t th a t o n  

o c c a s io n , in  th e  y e a r s  to  c o m e , to o k  o n  th e  v e h e m e n c e  a n d  a b s o rp t io n  o f  a  p a s s io n . F o r  th e  f i r s t t im e  in  m y  l i f e , in  th e  

J u n io ra te , I  b e g a n  to  r e a d . I t  to o k  a  lo n g  t im e  to  m a k e  u p  fo r  th e  th in g s  th a t I s h o u ld  h a v e  r e a d  y e a r s  b e fo re , b u t  I  f in a l ly  

m a n a g e d  to  e a t  m y  w a y  th ro u g h  a  g o o d  p a r t  o f  th e  h e a p  o f  E n g lis h  l i te ra tu re .

P h y s ic a lly , th e  s u r ro u n d in g s  o f  th e  J u n io ra te  w e re  a  s l ig h t  b u t  d e f in i te  im p ro v e m e n t o n  th o s e  o f  th e  N o v itia te . W e  

s t il l s le p t in  th e  s a m e  s o r t o f  la rg e  d o rm ito r ie s . W e  s t il l s tu d ie d  a l l to g e th e r  in  o n e  h u g e  ro o m . B u t o u r  b u ild in g  w a s  le s s  

a n c ie n t  a n d , th e re fo re , s e e m e d  m u c h  n e a te r  a n d  c le a n e r  —  a n d  w a rm e r .

O u r  l iv e s  w e re  r e a lly  m u c h  d if fe re n t  f ro m  w h a t  th e y  h a d  b e e n  in  th e  N o v itia te . W e  w e re  a l lo w e d  a  l i t t le  b it m o re  

f r e e d o m , fo r  o n e  th in g . In  th e  N o v it ia te , fo r  in s ta n c e ,  w e  h a d  b e e n  a l lo w e d  o n ly  a  tw o -h o u r  w a lk  tw ic e  a  w e e k . A n d  w e  h a d  

b e e n  a l lo w e d  to  g o  to  th e  f ie ld  fo r  g a m e s  o n ly  o n c e  o r  tw ic e  a  w e e k . N o w , a s  ju n io r s , w e  w e re  a l lo w e d  e i th e r  to  w a lk  o r  

ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  g a m e s  a t  f ie ld  a n  h o u r  e v e ry  d a y . O n  T h u rs d a y s , w e  c o u ld  s e le c t  a  c o m p a n io n  a n d  ta k e  a s  lo n g  a  w a lk  a s  w e  

w is h e d . I  b e lie v e  th a t F a th e r G e n e  K o r th  a n d  I s t i ll h o ld  th e  r e c o rd  fo r  lo n g  w a lk s , h a v in g  h ik e d  fo r ty  m ile s  in  o n e  d a y .  

[ fo o tn o te : I  c a n  s e e  n o w  th e  e x p re s s io n s  o n  s o m e  J e s u it  f a c e s  a s  th e y  r e a d  th is , J e s u i ts  w h o  h a v e , p e rh a p s , b e e n  u n d e r th e  

i l lu s io n  fo r  y e a r s  th a t  th e y  th e m se lv e s  h e ld  s u c h  a  r e c o rd . I t  is  w o n d e r fu l  to  h a v e  th is  o p p o rtu n i ty  to  p u t  th e  t ru th  d o w n  in  

b la c k  a n d  w h ite . T h o s e  w h o  w is h  to  d is p u te  th is  f a c t  c a n  w rite  a  b o o k  o f  th e ir  o w n .]

O n e o f  th e p le a s a n te s t f e a tu re s o f  th e J u n io ra te  w a s th e  p r iv i le g e o f  c h o o s in g  o n e ’s o w n  c o m p a n io n . In  th e  

N o v it ia te  w e  h a d  a lw a y s  w a lk e d  in  a s s ig n e d  g ro u p s  o f  th re e . N o w , in  th e  J u n io ra te , w e  c o u ld  g o  w ith  w h o m e v e r  w e  p le a se d  

a n d  w e  c o u ld  g o  in  p a ir s . I t  r e a lly  d id n ’ t  m a k e  m u c h  d if fe re n c e  a s  f a r  a s  s e e in g  a n d  k n o w in g  e v e ry o n e  w a s  c o n c e rn e d ,  b u t  

a n y o n e  w ill te ll  y o u  th a t  th e re  s im p ly  a re  c e r ta in  d a y s  w h ic h  b e tte r  f i t c e r ta in  c h a ra c te rs . A n d  th e re  a re  d a y s  w h e n  s o m e  

c h a ra c te rs  m u s t  b e  a v o id e d . I t ’s  ju s t  th a t s o m e  p e o p le  a re  m a d e  to  o rd e r  fo r  r a in y  d a y s , s o m e  fo r  s u n s h in e . B e s id e s , th re e  

can b e  a  c ro w d .

S in c e  th e  l i f e  o f  a  ju n io r  is  o n e  o f  r a th e r  in te n s iv e  s tu d y , e v e ry th in g  h e  d o e s  te n d s  to  b e  e q u a lly  in te n s e . I t is  fo r  

th is r e a so n  th a t a n y o n e w a tc h in g  th e  ju n io rs e x e rc is in g  a t f ie ld  w o u ld  th in k  h e h a d  s tu m b le d  o n  a  s e c t o f  e x e rc ise  

w o rsh ip e rs . S o m e  o f  th e  to u c h  fo o tb a l l , b a s k e tb a l l , s o c c e r , a n d  b a s e b a l l g a m e s  lo o k e d , f ro m  a  d is ta n c e , l ik e  a  C e n tra l  

A m e r ic a n  r e v o lu t io n . I t  is  r e a lly  s u rp r is in g  th a t s o  l i t t le  b lo o d  w a s  s p i l le d .
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I  w a s  o n c e  s p e a k in g  to  a  y o u n g  m a n  in  a  b u s  d e p o t in  L e a v e n w o rth , K a n s a s , w h o  to ld  m e  th a t h e  h a d  g o n e  to  

s c h o o l n e a r  a  s e m in a ry  a n d  th a t h e  a n d  I r is c la s s m a te s p la y e d  fo o tb a l l a n d  b a s k e tb a l l w ith  th e  s e m in a r ia n s o c c a s io n a l ly . 

W h a t h e  w a n te d  to  k n o w  w a s  w h a t  k in d  o f  r a w  m e a t  th e y  f e d  s e m in a r ia n s ,  o r  i f  th e y  f e d  th e m  a t a l l! H e  s a id  th e y  w e re  l ik e  

a  b u n c h  o f  h u n g ry ' b e a r s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  ju s t  le t lo o s e  a n d  th a t th e y  p la y e d  a s  th o u g h  th e y  w e re  g o in g  to  b e  to s se d  a  h u n k  o f  

r a w  m e a t fo r  e v e ry ' p o in t s c o re d . H e  h im s e lf , h e  to ld  m e . w a s  a b o u t a  f i f th - s tr in g  q u a r te rb a c k , b u t h e  g o t in  e a r ly  in  th e  

g a m e , a s  h is  p re d e c e s so r s  w e re  c a r r ie d  o u t  o n e  b y  o n e .

I r e m e m b e r  a  b a s k e tb a ll g a m e  th a t  w e  h a d  o n e  d a y  in  S t. L o u is . I t w a s  a  p re t ty  g o o d  g a m e  a n d  th e  s c o re  w a s  v e ry  

c lo s e . A t  o n e  t im e , o n e  o f  th e  m o n k s  w h o  to o k  h is  s p o r ts  v e ry  s e r io u s ly  w a s  d r iv in g  in  fo r  a  s e tu p  u n d e r  th e  b a s k e t . O n e  o f  

th e  c o e d s  f ro m  S t. L o u is  U n iv e rs i ty ' c h o s e  th a t  p a r t ic u la r  in a u sp ic io u s  m o m e n t  to  c u t  a c ro s s  th e  b a s k e tb a ll  c o u r t o n  h e r  w a y  

h o m e . T h e  d r iv in g  J e su i t , a l l 1 9 5  p o u n d s  o f  h im ,  b o u n c e d  h e r  o n to  th e  c o u r t . B e in g  a  v e ry  p o li te  J e su i t , h e  h e lp e d  h e r  to  h e r  

f e e t , b a w lin g  h e r  o u t  fo r  b e in g  o n  th e  c o u r t a s  h e  d id  s o . B u t. o f  c o u rs e , h e  h a d  g o n e  in  to  m a k e  th e  b a s k e t b e fo re  c o m in g  

b a c k  to  h e lp  h e r  u p . [ fo o tn o te : T h e  w o rs t c o n te s ts  a m o n g  J e s u i ts  s e e m  to  ta k e  p la c e  o n  S t. P a tr ic k ’s  d a y . F o r  s o m e  r e a so n  o r  

o th e r , p ro b a b ly  b e c a u s e  th e  M ic k s  a l l s e e m  to  b e  o n  th e  s a m e  s id e  o n  th is  d a y , th e  c o m p e ti t io n  g e ts  p re t ty  ro u g h . A t a n y  

r a te ,  w e  u s u a l ly  h a d  a n  in s tru c t io n  th e  n e x t  d a y  o n  o v e re m p h a s is  o f  a th le t ic s . ]

A b o u t tw o  m ile s  f ro m  th e  J e s u i t N o v it ia te  a t F lo r is sa n t is  C h a rb o n ie r re , th e  ju n io r  v il la  o v e r lo o k in g  th e  M iss o u r i  

R iv e r . H e re , th e  ju n io r s s p e n d  e a c h  T h u rsd a y  o f  th e  y e a r  a n d  tw o  w e e k s  o f  th e  s u m m e r . H e re , th e y  th e m se lv e s  d o  a l l th e  

c o o k in g  a n d  w h a te v e r  w o rk  h a s  to  b e  d o n e  in  k e e p in g  th e  p la c e  u p . H e re  th e y  c a n  s w im  o r  h ik e  o r  d o  w h a te v e r  th e y  w is h .

L o v in g  s tu d y  a s  I a lw a y s  h a v e , I  fo u n d  th e  T h u rs d a y s  in  th e  J u n io ra te  th e  m o s t p le a s a n t d a y s  o f  th o s e  tw o  y e a r s . 

T w o  o r  th re e  o f  u s  w o u ld  g o  o u t  in  a  g ro u p  e a c h  T h u rs d a y , e i th e r  to  S t. J o e ’s  W o o d s  ( th ro u g h  w h ic h  w e  p a ss e d  o n  o u r  w a y  

to  C h a rb o n ie rre ) o r  to  C h a rb o n ie rre  i ts e lf  o r  d o w n  b y  th e  M is so u r i R iv e r . W e  w o u ld  s p e n d  th e  d a y  c u tt in g  d o w n  t r e e s ,  

b u ild in g  b r id g e s  a n d  ro a d s , s p l i t t in g  u p  ro c k s , d ig g in g  d itc h e s , o r  w h a te v e r  e ls e  n e e d e d  to  b e  d o n e . T h e  c h a n g e  h e lp e d  u s  to  

f a c e  a n o th e r  s ix  d a y s  o f  s tu d y .

A s  ju n io r s , w e  w e re  m o re  f r e e  in  o th e r  w a y s . to o . W e  w e re  a l lo w e d , fo r  in s ta n c e , w h e n  th e  t im e  c a m e  fo r  g e n e ra l  

r e c re a t io n , to  b e g in  th a t r e c re a t io n  in s id e  th e  h o u s e . ( In  th e  N o v it ia te , r e c re a t io n  h a d  to  b e g in  o u ts id e  th e  h o u s e .)  T h u s , w e  

h a d  th e  in e s t im a b le  p r iv i le g e  o f  s p e a k in g  a s  w e  c h a n g e d  o u r  s h o e s , a n  u n h e a rd -o f  p h e n o m e n o n  in  th e  N o v it ia te . T h e n , to o .  

th e re  w e re  t im e s  in  th e  J u n io r -a te . s u c h  a s  T h u rs d a y  a n d  S u n d a y  a f te rn o o n s , w h e n  w e  c o u ld  a c tu a l ly  s i t d o w n  a n d  l is te n  to  

g o o d  m u s ic , a n o th e r  u n h e a rd -o f  p r iv i le g e  in  th e  N o v it ia te . O c c a s io n a l ly , to o . w e  w o u ld  p u t o n  p la y s  fo r  th e  e d if ic a t io n  o f  

th e  C o m m u n ity . T h e  r e h e a rs a ls  a n d  o th e r  p re p a ra t io n s  fo r  th e se  p la y s  g a v e  u s  a  g re a t  d e a l  o f  e n jo y m e n t .

In  g e n e ra l , th e  a tm o s p h e re  o f  th e  J u n io ra te  w a s  n o t s o  in te n s e ly  a n d  u n iv e r sa l ly  s p ir i tu a l  th ro u g h o u t  th e  d a y . T h e  



t im e  w e  h a d  g iv e n  in  th e  N o v it ia te  e x c lu s iv e ly  to  s p ir i tu a l r e a d in g , th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  s p ir i tu a l l i f e , in s tru c t io n s , a n d  s o  fo r th ,  

w a s  n o w  la rg e ly  d e v o te d  to  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  c la s s ic s . O f  c o u rs e , w e  w e re  s t il l  f a i th fu l to  th o s e  s p ir i tu a l e x e rc ise s  w h ic h  w e re  

to  b e  p ra c tic e d  fo r  th e  r e s t o f  o u r  l iv e s : a n  h o u r ’s  m e d ita t io n  d a ily , f i f te e n  m in u te s  o f  s p ir i tu a l r e a d in g  d a ily , tw o  f i f te e n -  

m in u te  e x a m in a t io n s  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  d a ily , a n d  s o  fo r th . W e  a ls o  w o u ld  m a k e  a n  e ig h t-d a y  r e tre a t a n d  tw o  th rc c -d a y  r e tr e a ts  

e v e ry  y e a r  a n d  a  d a y  o f  s p e c ia l r e c o l le c t io n  e a c h  m o n th . O u r  id e a l, o f  c o u rs e , w a s  to  o f fe r  a n d  p e r fo rm  o u r  s tu d ie s  in  s u c h  a  

w a y  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  b e  m e r ito r io u s  a n d  p le a s in g  in  th e  e y e s  o f  G o d , th a t  th e y  w o u ld  b e  in  r e a l i ty  a  c o n s ta n t  p ra y e r .

T h e  J u n io ra te  w a s  th e  la s t  p la c e  a lo n g  th e  w a y  w h e re  w e  w o u ld  a l l  d o  s p ir i tu a l r e a d in g  ( a  h a lf  h o u r , c o m e  to  th in k  

o f  i t )  a l l  to g e th e r  in  th e  s a m e  p la c e  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e . O n e  o f  m y  f r ie n d s , w h o  is  n o w  a  r a th e r  p ro m in e n t  J e s u i t , u s e d  to  h a v e  

h is  d e sk  d ire c t ly  a c ro s s  th e  ro o m  f ro m  m in e . M o re  o f te n  th a n  n o t , h e  w o u ld  n o d  a n d  f a l l a s le e p  d u r in g  s p ir i tu a l r e a d in g , a s  

a l l o f  u s  d id , p e rh a p s  le s s  f r e q u e n tly  th a n  h e . H e ro ic a l ly , h e  o n c e  a s k e d  m e  to  w a k e  h im  s h o u ld  h e  f a l l a s le e p . T h is  I  a g re e d  

to  d o . T h e  n e x t  t im e  h e  f e l l a s le e p . I  to o k  m y  k n e e l in g  b e n c h  a n d  th re w  i t  a c ro s s  th e  ro o m  a t  h im , h it t in g  h im  in  th e  le g . I t  

w o k e  h im  u p . B u t  h e  c a m e  o u t  o f  th e  fo g  a s  th o u g h  h e  e x p e c te d  a  b a tt le . H e  w e ig h e d  s o m e w h e re  a ro u n d  2 2 0  p o u n d s  a n d  h e  

n e v e r  w a s  f a t . S o  to  h a v e  h im  c o m e  a l iv e  r e a d y  fo r  a  b a tt le  is  q u ite  a  s ta r t l in g  e x p e r ie n c e  w h e n  y o u  h a p p e n  to  b e  th e  o n ly  

lo g ic a l  o p p o n e n t  in  th a t  b a tt le . F in a l ly  h e  c a lm e d  d o w n , h o w e v e r , a n d  w e n t  b a c k  to  s le e p  —  I  m e a n  b a c k  to  h is  s p ir i tu a l  

r e a d in g . L a te r  o n , a t r e c re a t io n , I  a s k e d  h im  ju s t  w h a t  w a s  th e  b ig  id e a , s in c e  h e  h a d  a s k e d  m e  to  w a k e  h im  a n d  h e  h a d n ’t  

s p e c if ie d  th e  m e a n s . H e  in fo rm e d  m e  w is e ly  th a t h e  w a sn ’t  r e s p o n s ib le  w h e n  h a lf  a w a k e . I  to ld  h im  to  g e t  s o m e o n e  e ls e  to  

w a k e  h im . I  f e l t  to o  y o u n g  to  d ie .

In  th e  J u n io ra te , th e n , w e  b e g a n  to  a p p re c ia te tw o  th in g s m o re a n d  m o re : o u r c o m p a n io n s a n d  o u r s p ir i tu a l  

e x e rc is e s . E a c h  h a s , a t  t im e s ,  k e p t  u s  g o in g  in  th e  r ig h t  d ire c t io n .

T h ro u g h o u t  o u r  c o u rs e  in  th e  S o c ie ty , th e  l i tu rg y  is  o b s e rv e d  a s  c lo se ly  a n d  d u tifu l ly  a s  p o s s ib le . B u t I  th in k  th e  

H o ly  W e e k  s e rv ic e s  a t  F lo r is sa n t  s ta n d  o u t  p a r tic u la r ly . I  e n jo y e d  th e m  m o s t  in  th e  J u n io ra te  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  th e re  th a t  I  g o t  

m o re  o f  a  c h a n c e  to  p a r tic ip a te , f t  s e e m s  th a t  b y  th a t  t im e  w e  h a d  ru n  lo w  o n  v o lu m e  fo r  th e  c h o ir , s o  I  w a s  c h o se n  to  f i l l in .  

I  fo rg e t  th e  e x a c t  w o rd s  o f  g lo w in g  p ra is e  th a t  m e t  m y  a p p lic a t io n  fo r  th e  c h o ir ,  b u t  I  th in k  i t  w a s  a n  e n th u s ia s t ic  s ta te m e n t  

s u c h  a s , “ M a y b e  h e ’ l l  s o u n d  a l l  r ig h t  in  a  c ro w d .”

W ith  th e  b e a u ty  o f  th e  la m e n ta t io n s  a n d  o th e r  p e rp e tra t io n s  o f  th e  c h o ir  d u r in g  H o ly  W e e k ,  I  r e m e m b e r  v iv id ly  th e  

m u s ic a l d e b u t o f  a  c o n te m p o ra ry  o f  m in e . T h e  c h o ir  w a s  g ro u p e d  in  th e  s a n c tu a ry  o f  th e  c h a p e l a t  a  s o le m n  m o m e n t,  w h e n  

h is  tu rn  c a m e  to  s in g  a  s o lo , a  la m e n ta t io n . T h e  c h o ir  f in is h e d  a  v e ry  b e a u tifu l s e le c tio n , a n d  h e  p ic k e d  u p  w h a t  h e  f ig u re d  

s h o u ld  b e  h is  n o te  a n d  b e g a n  to  s in g . S o o n  h e  w a s  p u f f in g  l ik e  a  s te a m  e n g in e , b e c a u se  h e  h a d  ta k e n  h is  n o te  f ro m  th e  f i rs t  

te n o rs . H e  g o t  th ro u g h  i t s o m e h o w , p a u s in g  a b o u t  e v e ry  th re e  w o rd s  to  c a tc h  h is  b re a th . W h y  th e  r e s t o f  u s  d id  n o t  b u rs t  

w e ‘ 1 1  n e v e r  k n o w . O u r  s o lo is t  to ld  u s  la te r  th a t  h e  f e l t , a f te r  th a t  s e s s io n , a s  th o u g h  h e  h a d  ru n  a  m ile . A n d  h e  lo o k e d  i t .

O n e  o f  th e  m e m o ra b le  e v e n ts  o f  o u r  f i rs t  C h r is tm a s  in  th e  N o v it ia te  w a s  b e in g  a w a k e n e d  fo r  M id n ig h t M a ss , n o t  

b y  th e  b e ll  w h ic h  u s u a l ly  to re  u s  ru d e ly  o u t  o f  o u r  d re a m s , b u t  b y  a  q u a r te t te  o f  ju n io rs  s in g in g  Adeste Fideles.

W h e n  w e  w e re  ju n io r s , w e s p l i t u p  in to  th e  u s u a l q u a r te t te s  to  w a k e  th e  c o m m u n ity  w ith  o u r r a th e r s tr ik in g  

a r ra n g e m e n t  o f  Adeste Fideles. M o s t  o f  th e  g ro u p s  d id  q u ite  w e ll. B u t  o n e  g ro u p  fo u n d  th a t  th e  n o te s  w e re  to o  h ig h  fo r  th a t  

t im e  o f  e v e n in g  a n d  e n d e d  w ith  s o m e th in g  th a t  s o u n d e d  l ik e  a  c ro s s  b e tw e e n  Pagliacci a n d  J o h n n y  R a y  s in g in g  Cry. A n y  

b u t  a  g ro u p  o f  n o v ic e s  w o u ld  h a v e  d r iv e n  th e m  a w a y  w ith  a  b a r ra g e  o f  s h o e s . A n o th e r  q u a r te t te  fo u n d  th a t  th e ir  “ d ire c to r ”  

h a d  lo s t  h is  v o ic e  a n d  c o u ld n ’t  h a v e  p ro d u c e d  a  n o te  w ith  a  b a g p ip e . S o  a n o th e r  m e m o ra b le  a r ra n g e m e n t  w a s  b o m !

f t  w o u ld  b e  w ro n g  fo r  m e  to  p re te n d  th a t e v e ry th in g  in  th e  J u n io ra te  w a s  u n d ilu te d  b lis s . F o r  m o s t  o f  u s , I  th in k  i t  

w a s  c lo se  to  th a t . F o r  m e , i t  w a s  v e ry  o f te n  a  g r in d , c h ie f ly  b e c a u s e  I  h a d  n o  r e a l lo v e  fo r  s tu d y , e s p e c ia l ly  fo r  th e  c la s s ic s . I  

d id , h o w e v e r , h a v e  th e  g o o d  fo r tu n e , o r  th e  g ra c e , r a th e r , to  lo o k  o n  th e m  a s  n e c e s s a ry  m e a n s  to  th e  e n d  I  m o s t  d e s ire d  in  

l i f e . A n d  a t t im e s  th e y  b e c a m e  s o m e w h a t in te re s tin g  e v e n  fo r  m e . T h e  v a s t m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  m e n  a ro u n d  m e  fo u n d  th e m  

e n jo y a b le , I  k n o w .

B u t  th e  s p ir it  o f  th e  J u n io ra te  a s  a  w h o le  c o u ld  n o t  b e  b e a t . T h e  jo y  th e re  is  in  b e g in n in g , a t  le a s t , to  s e rv e  G o d , th e  

a s s u ra n c e  th a t  o n e  is  o n  th e  r ig h t  ro a d , th e  w is h  to  p e r fe c t  o n e s e lf  d a y  b y  d a y  —  a l l  th e s e  t i l in g s  k e p t  u s  in te re s te d  a n d  a l iv e .  

O u r  c o m p a n io n s , a l l  w ith  th e  s a m e  p u rp o s e  a s  o u rs e lv e s ,  w e re  u s u a l ly  a  g re a t  c o n so la t io n  a n d  h e lp . A n d , w h e re  th o s e  g if te d  

w ith  b ra in s  e n jo y e d  th e ir s tu d ie s  in  th e  J u n io ra te , I e n jo y e d  m y s e lf  a t le a s t o n c e  a  w e e k  w h e n  I c o u ld  ta k e  a n  a x  o n  m y  

s h o u ld e r  a n d  g o  o u t  a n d  m a k e  l ik e  a  N o r th  w o o d s m a n  a n d  h a c k  d o w n  s o m e  t r e e s . I  e n jo y e d , to o , th e  s p o r ts . A n d  th e re  w e re  

e v e n  t im e s  w h e n  I  e n jo y e d  p ra y in g .
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Y e s ,  th e  J u n io ra te  l i f e  w a s  a  g o o d  o n e . A t  th e  e n d  o f  e a c h  d a y  w e  r e c i te d  to g e th e r  th e  L ita n ie s  o f  th e  S a in ts . (T h e se  

L ita n ie s  ta k e  a b o u t  f i f te e n  m in u te s  a n d  a re  r e c i te d  in  a l l  J e s u it  h o u se s  o n c e  a  d a y .)  A n d  I  th in k  th a t  a  ju n io r  in  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  

J e s u s  is  s o m e h o w  s y m b o liz e d  b y  th e  p re d ic a m e n t o f  m a n y  ju n io rs  y o u  w o u ld  s e e  a t  th e s e  L ita n ie s : k n e e l in g  s tr a ig h t  u p , o r  

a lm o s t  s tra ig h t  u p , s o u n d  a s le e p , a n d , m o re  o f te n  th a n  n o t , g iv in g  th e  r e s p o n se s  in  th e ir  s le e p . I  s a y  th is  is  s y m b o lic  o f  th e  

ju n io r , b e c a u s e  lo o k in g  b a c k  o n  m y  o w n  J u n io ra te , I  f e e l  th a t  i f  th e re  w a s  e v e r  a  t im e  w h e n  I  w a s  a s le e p  in  th e  L o rd , th a t
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w a s  i t !



IV

S O M E  o f  th e  h o u se s  o f  th e  N e w  O rle a n s , o r  S o u th e rn . P ro v in c e  o f  J e s u i ts  a re  q u ite  n e a r  th e  G u lf  o f  M e x ic o . O n  a  

c e r ta in  s u m m e r  d a y  n o t  to o  lo n g  a g o . a  J e s u i t s c h o la s t ic  d e c id e d  to  g o  s a i l in g . H e  s o o n  fo u n d  h im s e lf  o u t  f a r th e r  th a n  h e  h a d  

a n tic ip a te d  —  in  f a c t, h e  w a s  n o t  to o  s u re  ju s t  w h e re  th e  la n d  h a d  g o n e . W o rld  W a r  I I  w a s  g o in g  o n . a n d  b e  d id  n o t  h a v e  to  

w o rn  to o  m u c h  a b o u t r e m a in in g  lo s t  fo r  a n y  g re a t  le n g th  o f  t im e , s in c e  h e  w a s  b o u n d , s o o n e r  o r  la te r , to  ru n  in to  a  to rp e d o  

o r  a  m in e  o r  a  s u b m a rin e . F o r tu n a te ly , h e  e n c o u n te re d  n o n e  o f  th e s e ,  b u t  in s te a d  r a n  in to  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  C o a s t G u a rd .

T h e y  p ic k e d  h im  u p  a n d . s in c e  h e  c e r ta in ly  lo o k e d  s u s p ic io u s , a s k e d  h im  a  n u m b e r  o f  q u e s t io n s . T h e  f i r s t  q u e s t io n  

w a s .  o f  c o u rs e . " W h o  a re  y o u ? ”

W ith o u t a  m o m e n t's  h e s i ta t io n , h e  to ld  th e m  e x a c t ly  w h o  h e  w a s . " I 'm  a  p h ilo s o p h e r ." h e  s a id , a s  th o u g h  th a t  

e x p la in e d  e v e ry th in g . T h e re  w a s  a  m o m e n t 's  s tu n n e d  s i le n c e . T h e n  a  s a i lo r  y e lle d  to  o n e  o f  I r is  b u d d ie s . " H e y . th is  g u y  s a y s  

h e 's  a  f i l l - a h s s if e r ."

A fte r m o re q u e s tio n in g , i t w a s f in a l ly  d e c id e d  th a t h e r e a lly  w a s a p h ilo s o p h e r , a  J e s u it s c h o la s t ic s tu d y in g

p h ilo so p h y .

In  th e  M iss o u ri  P ro v in c e  o f  th e  S o c ie ty , a f te r  o u r  fo u r  y e a r s  a t F lo r is s a n t , w e  g o  to  S t. L o u is  to  b e g in  o u r  th re e -  



y e a r  s tu d y  o f  p h ilo s o p h y . T h e  d a y  w e  le f t  w a s  q u ite  a n  o c c a s io n , a s  I  r e c a l l . A  b ig  y e llo w  b u s  c a m e  to  ta k e  u s  a w a y  f ro m  

F lo r is s a n t to  o u r  n e w  h o m e  a b o u t  tw e n ty  m ile s  a w a y  in  S t. L o u is . Y o u  m ig h t s a y  th e re  w a s  n o t  a  d ry  e y e  in  th e  b u s . S o m e  

w e re  w e t  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  s e n t im e n ta l s a d n e ss  o f  le a v in g  th e  H o u s e  o f  B re a d ; o th e r s , b e lo n g in g  to  u n d e n ia b le  c i ty  d w e lle rs  

l ik e  m y s e lf , b e c a u s e  o f  jo y . A  fo u r -y e a r s o jo u rn  in  th e  c o u n try , tw o  o f  th e m  s p e n t  o n  th e  c la s s ic s , w a s  ju s t f in e , b u t i t  

s a t is f ie d . I t  w a s  e n o u g h .

O u r  l i f e  in  S t. L o u is  r e a lly  d id  m e a n  a  b ig  c h a n g e  f ro m  o u r  l i f e  a s  ju n io rs  a t  F lo r is s a n t . In  th e  f i rs t  p la c e , in s te a d  o f  

w e a r in g  a n  in s ig n if ic a n t  l i t t le  c e l lu lo id  c o lla r  s tu c k  in  th e  n e c k s  o f  o u r  c a ss o c k s , w e  w e re  n o w  a l lo w e d  to  w e a r  a  R o m a n  

c o lla r  ju s t  a s  a  p r ie s t  d id .

T h e  b ig g e s t d if fe re n c e , o f  c o u rs e , w a s  in  o u r  s tu d ie s . W e  w e re  n o w  n o  lo n g e r  a b s o rb e d  in  th e  c la s s ic s  b u t w e re  

e n g a g e d , r a th e r , in  th e  s tu d y  o f  p h ilo s o p h y , a  m u c h  m o re  in te re s t in g  p u rs u i t , to  m y  w a y  o f  th in k in g  a t  le a s t . O u r  id e a l  w a s  to  

g a in  a  l ic e n t ia te  in  p h ilo s o p h y , w h ic h  a m o u n te d  to  a  m a s te r ’s d e g re e  a n d  w h ic h  w o u ld  p e rm it u s  to  te a c h  p h ilo so p h y .  

D u r in g  th is  t im e , to o , w e  s tu d ie d  s o m e  s c ie n c e  a n d  m a th e m a tic s , a s su re d ly  a  w e lc o m e  c h a n g e  f ro m  a  s te a d y  d ie t o f  L a tin  

a n d  G re e k .

In  th e  c o u rse  o f  o u r  th re e -y e a r  p h ilo s o p h y  s tu d y , w e  w o rk e d  o n  th e  s id e  fo r  o u r  b a c h e lo r ’s  a n d  m a s te r ’s  d e g re e s  in  

w h a te v e r  c o u rs e s  a n d  w h a te v e r  f ie ld  w e  c h o se .

A n o th e r  b ig  c h a n g e  w a s  th a t  w e  w e re  n o w  l iv in g  in  th e  c i ty  r a th e r  th a n  is o la te d  in  th e  c o u n try . Q u ite  o f te n  n o w  w e  

s a w  p e o p le  w h o  w e re  n o t  J e s u its . A n d  th is  w a s  r e a lly  s o m e th in g  to  g e t  u s e d  to ,  b e lie v e  i t  o r  n o t .

O n e  o f  t i r e  c o lle g ia te  l ib ra r ia n s  a s k e d  m e  o n e  d a y  i f  a l l J e su i ts  w e re  s n o b s . N a tu ra lly , I  r e s e n te d  w h a t h e  h a d  s a id  

b u t  h a d  e n o u g h  c o n tro l  o f  m y  v o ic e  to  a s k  h im  w h a t  m a d e  h im  th in k  s o .

“ T h e y  g o  r ig h t  b y  w ith o u t  e v e n  s p e a k in g ,"  h e  to ld  m e . “ M o s t  o f  th e m  s e e m  to  b e  lo o k in g  a t  th e  f lo o r .”

I a s s u re d  h im  th a t th is  w a s  n o t d u e  to  a n y  s n o b b ish n e s s , a n d  a s k e d  h im  h o w  fo r th r ig h t a n d  b ra v e  h e  w o u ld  b e  

a ro u n d  o th e r  p e o p le  i f  h e  h a d n ’t s e e n  a n y , p ra c tic a l ly , fo r  fo u r  y e a r s . H e  a g re e d , f in a l ly , th a t th e  s i tu a t io n  m ig h t c a ll fo r  

s o m e  a d ju s tm e n t . A n d  i t  d o e s .

In  o u r  d a y , o n e  o f  th e  g re a te s t d e lig h ts  o f  m o v in g  f ro m  F lo r is s a n t to  S t. L o u is  c a m e  f ro m  th e  f a c t  th a t  in  S t. L o u is  

e a c h  o f  u s  a c tu a l ly  h a d  h is  o w n  ro o m  in s te a d  o f  h a v in g  to  s h a re  a  lo f t- lik e  d o rm ito ry  w ith  e v e ry o n e  e ls e . T h e  ro o m s  w e re n ’ t  

m u c h , t ru e , b u t  th e y  s e e m e d  l ik e  p a la c e s  a f te r  th e  d o rm ito r ie s  a n d  s tu d y  h a lls  o f  F lo r is sa n t . W e  l iv e d  in  w h a t  w a s  k n o w n  a s  

th e  P in e  B u ild in g , s o  c a lle d  fo r  th e  s u b tle  r e a so n  th a t i t b o rd e re d  o n  P in e  S tre e t . A n d  i t h a d  a l l th e  b r i ll ia n t  c le a n l in e s s  

p o s s ib le  in  S t. L o u is . W h ic h  is to  s a y  th a t y o u  c o u ld  s ta y  a  lo t c le a n e r b y  n o t b ru s h in g  a g a in s t th e  w a lls . B u t i t w a s  

d e f in i te ly  h o m e , a n d  w e  lo v e d  i t .

A n o th e r b ig  in n o v a tio n , a n d  p e rh a p s o n e  o f  th e m o s t s ta r t l in g  to  u s f le d g lin g s , w a s th e  f a c t th a t , w h ile  o u r  

p h ilo s o p h y  c o u rs e s  w e re  p r iv a te , o u r  e x tra  c o u rse s  fo r  o u r  d e g re e s  w e re  ta k e n  in  S t. L o u is  U n iv e rs i ty . H e re  w e  w e re  in  c la s s  

w ith  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts , m a n y  o f  th e m  c o e d s . In  o n e  o f  m y  c la s s e s in  C h a u c e r , fo r  e x a m p le , th e re  w e re  th re e  o r  fo u r  o f  u s  

J e su i ts , tw o  o r  th re e  n u n s , a n d  tw e n ty - s ix  c o e d s . A  s l ig h t c h a n g e  f ro m  th e  o c u la r  a n d  o lfa c to ry  a tm o s p h e re  o f  F lo r is s a n t .  

T h is , a ls o , to o k  s o m e  g e tt in g  u s e d  to .

In  th e  c i ty , to o , o u r  r e c re a t io n s  w e re  m u c h  m o re  f r e e . W e  p u t o n  a n d  s o m e tim e s  a t te n d e d  p la y s . A n d , a f te r  fo u r  

y e a r s  w ith o u t a  m o v ie , w e  f in a l ly  w e re  a l lo w e d  to  a t te n d  m o v ie s  a t th e  u n iv e rs i ty  o c c a s io n a l ly . T h e  f i rs t tw o  w e  s a w , I  

r e m e m b e r , w e re  Brother Orchid a n d  Irene. T h e y  th r i l le d  m e  a s  m u c h , I  th in k , a s  th e  f i rs t  m o v ie  I  h a d  s e e n  a s  a  k id .

J u s t a s  th e re  is  a  c h a n g e  in  th e  type o f  s tu d y  in d u lg e d  in  a t  S t. L o u is  U n iv e rs i ty , s o  th e  c o u rs e  o f  s tu d y  a t  th is  p o in t  

b e c o m e s , p ro b a b ly , m o re  in te n s iv e a ls o . T h e  y o u n g  J e s u it s tu d ie s L o g ic , to  le a m  a n d  to  p u t in to  p ra c t ic e  th e  ru le s o f  

th in k in g  c le a r ly  a n d  t ru th fu l ly . In  th e  s tu d y  o f  M e ta p h y s ic s , h e  lo o k s in to  th e  c a u s e s  o f  th in g s  a n d  in to  th e  n a tu re  o f  

e x is te n c e . In  C o s m o lo g y  h e  s tu d ie s  th e  w o r ld  a b o u t  h im  a n d  i ts  c a u se s . In  P s y c h o lo g y  h e  lo o k s  in to  th e  n a tu re  o f  m a n , a n d  

in  E th ic s  h e  s tu d ie s , a s  f a r  a s  is  p o s s ib le  f ro m  a  n a tu ra l  v ie w p o in t , a  m a n ’s  m o ra l  o b lig a t io n s . F in a l ly , in  N a tu ra l T h e o lo g y ,  

h e  le a rn s  a l l  h e  c a n  a b o u t  G o d  f ro m  n a tu ra l  r e a so n .
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A t  th e  e n d  o f  e a c h  y e a r ,  h e  is  e x a m in e d  in  a  w a y  q u ite  d if fe re n t f ro m  th e  m e th o d  u s e d  in  th e  J u n io ra te . W ith  a  g re a t  

d e a l o f  t r e p id a t io n , h e  g o e s  in to  a  ro o m  w h e re  fo u r  o f  I r is te a c h e r s , n o w  e x a m in e rs , a re  a lre a d y  c o m fo r ta b ly  s e a te d . H e  

h im s e lf  ta k e s  th e  te a c h e r ’s  d e sk  in  f ro n t o f  th e  fo u r . T h e n  th e y  e x a m in e  h im  o ra l ly  a n d  in  L a tin , o n  th e  c o u rse s  h e  h a s  

f in is h e d  th a t  y e a r . A t  th e  e n d  o f  I r is  th re e  y e a r s  o f  p h ilo so p h y , h e  u n d e rg o e s  w h a t  is  k n o w n  a s  th e  De Universa e x a m , w h ic h  

is  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e  e x a m in a t io n  o n  e v e ry th in g  h e  h a s  s tu d ie d  in  p h ilo so p h y  in  th e  p a s t  th re e  y e a r s . I f  h e  l iv e s  th ro u g h  th is ,  

h e  is  w e ll o n  th e  w a y  to  b e c o m in g  a  fo rm e d , c o m p le te d  J e su i t , [ fo o tn o te : A c tu a lly , th e s e  e x a m s  a rc n o t a s  b a d  a s  th e y  

s o u n d . O n e  is  u s u a l ly  r e a d y  fo r  th e m  a n d  o n ly  k n o w s  a  m o m e n t o f  p a n ic  a s  h e  e n te rs  th e  ro o m . H e  f in d s  th a t  th e  e x a m in e rs  

a re  q u ite  h u m a n  a n d  e v e n  k in d  a b o u t  th e  w h o le  th in g . A fte r  a l l.  th e y  w e n t  th ro u g h  i t  th e m se lv e s . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e re  is  

th e  r a re  c a s e  o f  th e  m a n  w h o  le ts  I r is  a n tic ip a t io n  o f  th e  d re a d  e v e n t s o  u n b a la n c e  h im  th a t h e  s e e s  n o th in g  b u t  o g re s  in  th e  

fo u r  k in d ly  e x a m in e rs  h e  f a c e s . A  s c h o la s t ic  a ro u n d  m y  t im e  u s e d  to  p a s s  o u t  d u r in g  th e s e  e x a m s  q u ite  r e g u la r ly . I t  b e c a m e  

a lm o s t a  c u s to m  th a t o n e  o f  th e  e x a m in e rs  w o u ld  ru s h  h im  a  b o tt le  o f  p o p  a n d  s o m e  c o o k ie s s o  th a t h e  w o u ld  r e m a in  

c o n s c io u s  to  th e  b it te r  e n d . F o r tu n a te ly , m o s t  e x a m in e e s  c o m e  th ro u g h  w ith o u t  th e  n e e d  o f  s u c h  s t im u la n ts .]

A s  f a r  a s  I  w a s  c o n c e rn e d , th e  p h ilo so p h ic a l  s tu d ie s  h a d  i t a l l o v e r  th o s e  o f  th e  J u n io r ia te . In  f a c t , n e a r  th e  e n d  o f  

m y  th ird  a n d  f in a l y e a r  o f  p h ilo so p h y . I  b e g a n  to  d e te c t a  s l ig h t f l ic k e r  o f  in te re s t  in  th e  s tu f f . W ith  th e  s tu d y  o f  N a tu ra l  

T h e o lo g y , I b e g a n  to  r e a liz e  h o w  im p o r ta n t a l l th is w a s  g o in g  to  b e  fo r  th e  c l im a x  o f  o u r  s tu d ie s s o m e  y e a r s la te r  —  

th e o lo g y . A n d  I  b e g a n  to  s e e  in  th e  E th ic s  c o u rse  a  g o o d  p re l im in a ry  s tu d y  fo r  M o ra l T h e o lo g y .

A t  o n e  t im e , in  S t. L o u is ,  w e  w e re  o c c u p ie d  in  c le a n in g  o u t  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  a n  o ld  m u s e u m . S o  i t  w a s  im p o s s ib le  to  

p re d ic t  ju s t w h a t s o r t o f  a n im a l o n e  m ig h t c o m e  u p o n  in  th e  c o r r id o rs . W e  h a d  th e  ly n x , o f  c o u rs e , a n d  th e n  th e re  w a s  a  

p y th o n  w h o  s h o w e d  u p  q u ite  f r e q u e n tly  in  u n e x p e c te d  p la c e s . W e  a ls o  s tu m b le d  u p o n  tw o  r e a l is t ic  b u s ts  o f  M o liè re  a n d  

R a c in e . O n e  m o rn in g  o n e  o f  th e s e  c la s s ic a l  g e n tle m e n  w a s  fo u n d  in  a  b e d  w h e n  th e  e x c i ta to r*  c a m e  to  a w a k e n  i ts  o c c u p a n t .  

H e  h a d  s u p p o s e d  h e  w a s  s h a k in g  a  c o ld , s t if f  c o rp s e , [ fo o tn o te : I s h o u ld  e x p la in  th a t th e  e x c i ta to r  h a s  th e  u n w a n te d  jo b  o f  

w a k in g  a n y o n e  w h o  h a p p e n s to  b e  s t i ll a s le e p  a t 5 :1 5  a .m . T h is is a c c o m p lish e d  in  d if fe re n t w a y s , d e p e n d in g  o n  th e  

s tu b b o rn n e s s  o f  th e  s le e p e r  a n d  th e  g e n iu s  a n d  s tre n g th  o f  th e  e x c i ta to r . S o m e  a re  s u b tle . M o s t a re  n o t .]

I t  is  n o t  s u rp r is in g , I  th in k , th a t  d u r in g  th e  in te n se  p e r io d  o f  s tu d y  in  p h ilo so p h y ,  o n e  o c c a s io n a l ly  c a m e  u p o n  s o m e  

r a th e r  o d d  w a y s  o f  r e la x in g , im p u ls e s  th a t  w e re  a c te d  u p o n  s o m e tim e s  b e fo re  th e y  w e re  fu l ly  th o u g h t  o u t . I c a n  r e m e m b e r ,  

fo r  e x a m p le , th e  d a y  th a t o u r  l i t t le  R u s s ia n  ja n ito r  s tu c k  a  m o p  u n d e r  th e  b e d  o f  o n e  o f  th e  p r ie s ts ,*  a n d  f e l t s o m e th in g  

u n d e rn e a th  th e  b e d . [ fo o tn o te : N o  o n e  e v e r  s tu c k  a  m o p  u n d e r  a  s c h o la s t ic ’s  b e d  e x c e p t th e  s c h o la s t ic .] W h e n  h e  lo o k e d  to  

s e e  w h a t i t w a s . h e  im m e d ia te ly  d ro p p e d  th e  m o p  a n d  c a m e o u t o f  th e  ro o m  s c re a m in g . B y  th e  m e re s t c o in c id e n c e . I  

h a p p e n e d  to  b e  th e re  to  c a tc h  h im . I t  to o k  u s  s o m e  t im e  to  c o n v in c e  h im  th a t th e  t i r in g  u n d e r  th e  b e d  w a s  h a rm le s s , a  v e ry  



r e a lis tic , s tu f fe d  ly n x .

O u r  p a r tic u la r  g ro u p  w a s  e n g a g e d  in  p h ilo so p h ic a l  s tu d ie s  d u r in g  th e  c o u rse  o f  W o rld  W a r  I I . W e  a t te n d e d  q u ite  a  

n u m b e r  o f  le c tu re s o n  a ir  r a id s , f i r s t- a id  p ro c e d u re s , a n d  s u c h  th in g s . O n e  o f  th e  p r ie s ts  a t S t. L o u is  U n iv e r s i ty  to o k  th e  

w h o le  t i l in g  w ith  e x tre m e  s e r io u s n e s s , s o  th a t  th e  s l ig h te s t  n o is e  h a d  h im  d ire c t in g  p e o p le  to  th e  n e a re s t  b o m b  s h e lte r . O n e  

o f  o u r  s c h o la s t ic s  s a w  I r is  o p p o r tu n i ty  o n e  d a y  a n d . f ro m  a  fo u r th - f lo o r  w in d o w , la id  d o w n  a  w a lk in g  b a r ra g e  o f  l ig h t  b u lb s  

b e h in d  th is  z e a lo u s  a ir - r a id  w a rd e n  a s  h e  w a lk e d  u p  th e  a l le y . T h e  r e s u l ts  w e re  a l l  a n y o n e  c o u ld  h a v e  a s k e d  fo r .

S in c e  w e  w e re in  th e  c i ty , r a th e r th a n  in  th e c o u n try , o u r ty p e  o f  e x e rc is e w a s n e c e s sa r i ly  a  l i t t le d if fe re n t .  

B a sk e tb a l l , fo r  e x a m p le , h a d  to  b e  p la y e d  o n  th e  ta r  p a tc h , th e  a s p h a l t- c o v e re d  q u a d ra n g le  o u ts id e  o u r  b u ild in g . H a n d b a ll  

w a s  p la y e d  o n  c e m e n t c o u r ts . S o  th e  in ju r ie s  te n d e d  to  b e  m o re  p a in fu l th a n  th e y  h a d  b e e n  o n  th e  g ra s s  a t  F lo r is sa n t .

W h e n  w e  w e n t fo r  w a lk s  in  th e  c i ty , w e  c o u ld  n o t  ju s t  p u t o n  o ld  c lo th e s  a s  w e  h a d  a t F lo r is sa n t , b u t w e  h a d  to  

d re ss  u p  in  o u r  c le r ic s , c o m p le te  w ith  b la c k  s u i t a n d  R o m a n  c o lla r . T h is  d id  n o t s to p  u s . h o w e v e r , a s  th e re  r e a l ly  w e re  s o m e  

b e a u tifu l p la c e s  to  w a lk  in  S t. L o u is . T h e re  w a s  th e  s c e n ic  ro u te , fo r  e x a m p le , w h ic h  w e n t  u p  L in d e ll  B o u le v a rd , p a s t  s o m e  

g o rg e o u s  o ld  m a n s io n s , to  F o re s t  P a rk . O n c e  w e  a rr iv e d  a t  F o re s t  P a rk , w e  w e re  p ra c t ic a l ly  b a c k  in  th e  c o u n try  a g a in  e x c e p t  

th a t  w e  h a d  h a d  n o  z o o  a t  F lo r is s a n t to  c o m p a re  w ith  th e  F o re s t  P a rk  Z o o .

V e ry ' o f te n , th e  w a lk s  w e  to o k  d u r in g  o u r s ta y  in  S t. L o u is w e re  n o t c o m p le te ly  u n e v e n tfu l . O c c a s io n a l ly , fo r  

e x a m p le , w h e n  w e  w o u ld  d ro p  in  to  S t. F ra n c is  X a v ie r C o lle g e  C h u rc h  fo r  a  v is it , a  l i t t le  o ld  la d y  w h o  w a s  ju s t a b o u t  

a lw a y s  th e re  w o u ld  a s k  u s  to  h e a r  h e r  c o n fe ss io n . T h e n , w h e n  w e  w o u ld  te l l h e r  th a t  w e  w e re  o n ly  s c h o la s t ic s  a n d  n o t  a b le  

to  h e a r  c o n fe s s io n s , s h e  w o u ld  p ro m p tly  f a in t . S h e  d id  i t  q u ite  th o ro u g h ly , to o . O n e  o f  o u r  s c h o la s t ic s , n e w ly  a rr iv e d  f ro m  

F lo r is sa n t ,  v e ry ' n e a r ly  f a in te d  w ith  h e r  th e  f i rs t  t im e  h e  s a w  h e r  in  a c t io n .

T h e n  th e re  w a s th e  o th e r d e lig h tfu l l i t t le  o ld  la d y  w h o  m u s t h a v e  l iv e d  s o m e w h e re  u p  a b o v e  K in g s h ig h w a y .  

W h e n e v e r s h e s p o tte d  u s , s h e w o u ld  s c re a m  o u t a t th e  to p  o f  h e r lu n g s  u n ti l w e  w e re  o u t o f  s ig h t : " I K N O W  Y O U  

J E S U IT S !  T H E  E N D  J U S T IF IE S  T H E  M E A N S ! T H E  E N D  J U S T IF IE S  T H E  M E A N S !"  W e  k e p t  te l l in g  o u rs e lv e s  th a t  th is  

s w e e t l i t t le  o ld  d a r l in g  w ith  th e  s h r i l l  v o ic e  w a s  u n d o u b te d ly  s o m e b o d y ’s  m o th e r .

O n  o n e  o c c a s io n  tw o  o f  o u r  s c h o la s t ic s  w e re  o n  a n  e r ra n d  in  d o w n to w n  S t. L o u is . W h ile  d o w n  th e re ,  th e y  a t tr a c te d  

s o m e th in g  a  R o m a n  c o lla r  n e v e r  f a i ls  to  a t tra c t , a  d ru n k . W ith  g re a t  jo y  a n d  e n th u s ia s m  h e  g re e te d  th e m  a s  o ld  f r ie n d s  a n d  

to ld  th e m  o f  h is  s a d  p lig h t . H e  w a n te d  a  p la c e  to  s le e p  a n d  c o u ld  n o t g e t a  h o te l ro o m . O b lig in g ly , th e  tw o  s c h o la s t ic s  

h a u le d  h im  in to  a  c h e a p  h o te l, s ig n e d  h is  n a m e  fo r  h im , a n d  b a d e  h im  f a re w e ll. T h e n  th e y  w e n t  o u t  to  g e t  o n  th e  h o m e w a rd -  

b o u n d  b u s . J u s t  a s  th e  b u s  c a m e  a lo n g , th e  d ru n k  r e a p p e a re d , a n d , a s  o n e  o f  th e  s c h o la s t ic s  s te p p e d  u p  in to  th e  b u s , to ld  h im  

lu g u b r io u s ly , “ T h a n k s , o ld  p a l . T h a n k s . W a n t ’c h a  to  a c c e p t  a  l i 'l  to k e n  o ‘ m y  e s te e m .”  A n d  w ith  th a t , h e  th ru s t s o m e th in g  

in to  th e  s c h o la s t ic ’s  a s to n is h e d  h a n d s  a n d  v a n is h e d . T h e  o c c u p a n ts  o f  th e  b u s  w e re  q u ite  s u rp r is e d  to  s e e  a  y o u n g  c le rg y m a n  

s ta n d in g  a t  th e  f ro n t  o f  a b u s  h o ld in g  a  h a lf - f il le d  f i f th  o f  w h is k e y . N o  m o re  s u rp r is e d  th a n  h e  w a s , th o u g h .

O u r  T h u rs d a y  r e c re a t io n s , w h ile  n o t a s  h a n d y  a s  th e y  h a d  b e e n  o u t in  th e  c o u n tiy , w e re  s t i ll e x tre m e ly  p le a s a n t,  

p e rh a p s  e v e n  m o re  p le a s a n t  th a n  th e y  h a d  b e e n  a t  F lo r is sa n t . In  o u r  d a y  in  S t. L o u is , w e  h a d  n o  v il la  o f  o u r  o w n , s o  w e  u s e d  

to  g o  o u t  in to  th e  c o u n try  a n d  w a n d e r , w ith  o u r  c e n te r  o f  o p e ra t io n s  th e  s u m m e r h o m e  o f  s o m e  r e la t iv e s  o f  o n e  o f  o u r  S t. 

L o u is  U n iv e r s i ty  p r ie s ts . T h is  h o m e  w a s  o n ly  a  s h o r t  d is ta n c e  o u t  o f  to w n , o n  th e  M e ra m e c  R iv e r . E a c h  T h u rs d a y  w e  w o u ld  

h o p  in  th e  b ig  y e llo w  b u s  a n d  m e rr i ly  m a k e  o u r  w a y  c o u n try w a rd . I t  w a s  m y  p r iv i le g e  fo r  th re e  y e a r s  to  d r iv e  th is  h a n d s o m e  

b u s , a n d  n o  o n e  e v e r  d is c o v e re d  in  th a t  t im e  th a t I  w a s  c o lo r-b l in d  a n d  s h o u ld  h a v e  h a d  t ro u b le  w ith  th e  s to p  l ig h ts . C o m e  to  

th in k  o f  i t , m a y b e  m y  p a s s e n g e r s  d id  k n o w  o f  m y  d is a b i l i ty  —  th e y  w e re  u s u a lly  s o  s i le n t .

T h e re  w a s  o n e  s p o t  in  p a r t ic u la r  th a t  w e  fo u n d  e x tre m e ly  s u i ta b le  fo r  p ic n ic  p u rp o s e s . I t  w a s  a  b r id le  p a th , w e ll u p  

a b o v e  th e  r iv e r  in  th e  h il ls , a n d  i t w a s  b e a u tifu l a t  a l l s e a so n s  o f  th e  y e a r . I  c a n  r e m e m b e r  F a th e r  A d r ia n  K o c h a n s k i , a n o th e r  

s c h o la s t ic  a n d  m y s e lf  s e t t in g  o u t  a lo n g  th e  b r id le  p a th , w ith  o n ly  o u rs e lv e s  a n d  s e v e n te e n  s a n d w ic h e s , [ fo o tn o te : A s  I  w rite  

th e s e  w o rd s , e v e n  I  a m  te m p te d  to  th in k  th e m  a n  e x a g g e ra t io n . I  a m  c e r ta in , h o w e v e r , o f  th e  l i te ra l  t ru th  h e re . W e  n o t  o n ly  

brought s e v e n te e n  s a n d w ic h e s . W e  ate th e m ! O h , th e re  w e re  g ia n ts  in  th o s e  d a y s ! ] W e  w o u ld  b u ild  a  f i r e  in  th e  m id d le  o f  

th e  b r id le  p a th  a n d  to a s t  a w a y  a n d  e a t a w a y , n o t  c a r in g  i f  a n  o c c a s io n a l  in q u is i t iv e h o rs e  d id  w a n d e r  b y  to  s e e  w h a t  w a s  

g o in g  o n .

T o d a y  th e  p h ilo s o p h e rs  h a v e  a c q u ire d  th e ir  o w n  v il la  e ls e w h e re . B u t  w e  l ik e d  i t  th e  w a y  i t  w a s .

T h e re  w e re  m a n y  th in g s  to  k e e p  u s  a m u se d  a n d  p ro f i ta b ly  o c c u p ie d  in  o u r  l i f e  in  S t. L o u is . T h e  s c h o la s t ic s  h e lp e d , 

fo r  e x a m p le , w ith  th e  S a c re d  H e a rt  P ro g ra m , w h ic h  o r ig in a te s  a t S t. L o u is  U n iv e rs i ty . T h e re  w e re  p u b lic a t io n s  to  w o rk  o n :  

The Historical Bulletin a n d  The Modern Schoolman. I  w o rk e d  fo r  a  t im e  o n  th e  la t te r , u n ti l  o n e  o f  th e  b o o k  r e v ie w s  I  w ro te  

w a s  r e tu rn e d  to  m e  w ith  th e  n o te , " I a m  a f ra id  th e  p u b lis h e r s  w o u ld  e s c h e w  u s  w e re  th is  r e v ie w  p u b lis h e d .”  I h a v e  s in c e  

p u b lish e d  r e v ie w s  o f  h u n d re d s  o f  b o o k s ,  m o s t  o f  th e m , p ro b a b ly , u n fa v o ra b le , a n d  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  e s c h e w e d  b y  a  p u b lis h e r  



y e t . B u t I f ig u re d  th e n  th a t a n y  o rg a n iz a t io n  ta le n te d  e n o u g h  to  u s e  a  w o rd  l ik e  “ e s c h e w ”  h a d  n o  n e e d  o f  m y  e s c h e w a b le  

s e rv ic e s .

T h e re w a s . to o . th e M is s io n S ta m p  B u re a u , w h e re th e s c h o la s t ic s c o lle c te d , s o r te d , a n d  s o ld  s ta m p s fo r th e  

m is s io n s .

T h e n  th e re  w a s  o u r  c h o ir  w o rk . O u r  f a v o ri te  s e le c tio n , in  m y  t im e , w a s  th e  Tu Es Petrus, o n e  w h ic h  a l lo w e d  u s  

r e a l ly  to  c u t lo o s e  w ith  th e  v o c a l c h o rd s . F a th e r  A d r ia n  K o c h a n s k i . w h o  d ire c te d  t i r e  c h o ir , f e l t  ju s t a s  w e  d id  a b o u t i t . 

F a th e r  L e o  S w e e n e y , w h o  p la y e d  th e  o rg a n , fo u n d  o u r  v o lu m e  a  c h a l le n g e  to  h is  o w n . T h e  f i r s t  t im e  w e  c u t  lo o s e  w ith  th is  

v o c a l o rg y , i t w a s b e in g  b ro a d c a s t o v e r  th e  a ir . I u n d e rs ta n d  th a t B ro th e r  R u e p p e l, th e n  m a n a g e r o f  th e  r a d io  s ta t io n , 

w a tc h in g  th e  v o lu m e  in d ic a to r , f i r s t b e g a n  to  s w e a t , th e n  to  s w e a r  in  a  r e l ig io u s  w a y , a n d  th e n  to  p ra y .

W e  e n jo y e d , to o . th e  b e a u ty  o f  th e  H o ly  W e e k  c e re m o n ie s . A n d  w e  w e re  c e r ta in ly  n o t  a b o v e  e n jo y in g  s o m e  o f  th e  

h u m o ro u s th in g s  w h ic h  h a p p e n e d  d u r in g  th is t im e , in c id e n ts m a d e  m o re h ila r io u s , o f  c o u rs e , b y  th e  s o le m n ity  o f  th e  

o c c a s io n  a n d  th e  n e c e ss i ty  o f  m a in ta in in g  a  s tra ig h t f a c e . T h e re  w a s , fo r  e x a m p le , th e  c h a ir  w h ic h  b ro k e  u n d e r  o n e  o f  th e  

p r ie s ts  w h o  h a d  b e e n  s i t t in g  th e  w h o le  t i r in g  o u t  in  th e  s a n c tu a ry  w ith  h is  b ire t ta  o n  h is  h e a d  a l l th e  t im e . T h e n  th e re  w e re  

th e  g la r in g  m is ta k e s  w h ic h  o c c u r re d  in  th e  s in g in g  a n d  w h ic h  o c c a s io n a l ly  fo rc e d  h a lf  th e  c h o ir  to  le a v e  th e  p u b lic  e y e  fo r  

th e  m o m e n t. T h e re  w a s  th e  t im e  w h e n  o n e  o f  th e  p r ie s ts ,  w ith  a n  u n a llo y e d  t in  e a r . w a s  m u rd e r in g  e a c h  in d iv id u a l  n o te  o f  a  

H ig h  M a ss . M o s t o f  u s  in  th e  c h o ir  w e re  b a re ly  m a n a g in g  to  k e e p  f ro m  c h u c k lin g , w h e n  a  d ra w l c a m e  f ro m  th e  f i r s t-b a s s  

s e c t io n . " W a it ’ t i l  h e  g e ts  to  th e  P re fa c e  a n d  th ro w s  c a u tio n  to  th e  w in d s ! ”

D u r in g  H o ly  W e e k . to o . w e  u s e d  to  g o  o u t  a n d  h e lp  in  o th e r  p a r is h e s  a s  w e  w e re  n e e d e d . M r. J a c k  S c u lly  a n d  M r.  

J o h n  L a s c a  w e n t  o u t  o n e  H o ly  W e e k  to  h e lp  in  a  p a r is h . S in c e  b o th  o f  th e m  a re  c o m e d ia n s , a n d  n e ith e r  is  a n  o p e ra  s ta r , th e y  

h a d  g re a t  d if f ic u l ty ' p ra c t ic in g  th e  p a r ts  th e y  h a d  to  s in g  to g e th e r . T h e y  e v e n  h a d  to  p ra c tic e  in  s e p a ra te  ro o m s . T h e y  f ig u re d  

th a t  th e  p a s to r  w o u ld  b e  a b le  to  u n ity  th e ir  e f fo r ts . B u t  w h e n  th e y  a r r iv e d  a t  th e ir  d e s t in a t io n ,  th e y  w e re  to ld  th a t  th e  p a s to r  

h a d  a  c o ld  a n d  w o u ld  b e  u n a b le  to  a s s is t th e m . S o  th e y  h a d  to  s in g  to g e th e r  w ith o u t  h is  s o b e r in g  h e lp . T h e y  c a m e  o u t  o n ly  

s e c o n d  o r  th ird  b e s t . B u t  th e y  d id  l iv e  th ro u g h  i t  s o m e h o w . W e  a lw a y s  d id .

T h e n  th e re  w e re  o u r s p e e c h  c la s s e s ru n  b y  F a th e r  R o b e r t J o h n s to n , S .J . H e  w a s  a b le  to  k e e p  th in g s  h u m m in g ,  

la rg e ly  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  g re a t  in te re s t a n d  e n th u s ia sm  h e  h im s e lf  h a d  fo r  b is  s u b je c t , a n d  b e c a u s e  h e  h im s e lf  w a s  a s  in te re s t in g  

a s  h is  c la ss e s .

A s  w e  w e n t th o u g h  o u r  l i f e  in  th e  P h ilo s o p h a te , th e  im p o r ta n t  th in g  w a s . o f  c o u rse , th a t  w e  b e c o m e  le a rn e d  m e n .  

B u t i t w a s  e v e n  m o re  im p o r ta n t , f a r  m o re  im p o r ta n t , th a t w e  b e c o m e  h o ly  J e su i ts . A n d  w e  h a d  a n  o b lig a t io n  to  s tr iv e  fo r  

b o th  le a rn in g  a n d  h o lin e s s . S o  i t  w a s  th a t w e  k e p t  u p  a l l th e  s p ir i tu a l e x e rc ise s  w e  h a d  b e g u n  to  p ra c t ic e  a t  F lo r is sa n t : o u r  

m e d ita t io n , M a s s  e v e ry  d a y , o u r  e x a m in a t io n  o f  c o n s c ie n c e , o u r  r e tr e a ts  a n d  t r id u u m s , o u r  s p ir i tu a l r e a d in g , o u r  m o n th ly  

r e c o l le c t io n s . A ll  th e s e  h e lp e d  fo rm  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  p h a s e  o f  o u r  c h a ra c te r s .

A t th e  e n d  o f  o u r  th re e  y e a r s  o f  p h ilo s o p h ic a l s tu d ie s , w e  w e re  g iv e n  M in o r  O rd e rs , th e  f i r s t s te p s  to w a rd  o u r  

o rd in a t io n  to  th e  p r ie s th o o d  —  a  g o a l s t il l  a  lo n g  w a y  o f f . A n d  a t th e  e n d  o f  o u r  p h ilo s o p h y , to o . w e  w e n t o u t  to  p u t in to  

p ra c tic e  s o m e  o f  th e  th in g s  w e  h a d  le a rn e d , b o th  th e  s p ir i tu a l a n d  th e  in te l le c tu a l t ru th s .

B u t  b e fo re  d e s c r ib in g  th e  J e su i t ’s  " re g e n c y ,”  th e  th re e -y c a r  te a c h in g  p e r io d  w h ic h  fo l lo w s  h is  s tu d y  o f  p h ilo so p h y ,  

I  s h o u ld  l ik e  to  p h ilo s o p h iz e  a  b it  a b o u t  s m m n e r  v a c a t io n s .
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A ll  th in g s  h a v e  th e ir  s e a s o n .

[T h e re  is ] A  t im e  to  b e  b o n i  a n d  a  t im e  to  d ie .

A  t im e  to  d e s tro y , a n d  a  t im e  to  b u ild .

A  t im e  to  w e e p , a n d  a  t im e  to  la u g h .

A  t im e  to  m o u rn , a n d  a  t im e  to  d a n c e .

(E c c le s . 3 :1 -4 )

A N Y O N E  w h o  w o rk s  s te a d i ly  a n d  w ith  s o m e  e n e rg y  a t  a  jo b  r e a liz e s  th a t  l i is  e f f ic ie n c y  w ill  b e  in c re a s e d  i f  h e  c a n  

o c c a s io n a l ly  m a k e a  c o m p le te b re a k  f ro m  l i is  jo b . In  f a c t , a f te r a  c e rta in  t im e , l i is e f f ic ie n c y  w ill d e c re a s e in  d ire c t  

p ro p o r t io n  to  th e  e x te n t o f  l i is  fo rc in g  h im s e lf  to  s t ic k  w ith  a  jo b  f ro m  w h ic h  h e  n e e d s  a  v a c a t io n . T h is  is  e sp e c ia l ly  t ru e  

w h e re  th e  w o rk  is  in te n se  a n d  u n in te rm p te d  m e n ta l  w o rk .

T h e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s , l ik e  a n y o n e  w ith  a n y  s e n se , r e a liz e s  th a t h e r  m e n  a re  g o in g  to  la s t m u c h  lo n g e r  a n d  d o  th e ir  

w o rk  m u c h  m o re  e f f ic ie n t ly  i f  th e y  a re  g iv e n  a  c h a n g e  o f  a tm o s p h e re  w h e n e v e r  p o s s ib le . A  m a n  w h o  is  m a k in g  l i is  w a y  in  

th e  b u s in e s s o r  p ro fe s s io n a l w o r ld  o r  a  s e c u la r  s tu d e n t  w ill v e ry  o f te n  f in d  w a y s  to  g iv e  h im s e lf  s o m e  s o r t o f  b re a k , w a y s  

w h ic h  a re  n o t  o rd in a r i ly  o p e n  to  th e  J e su i t . T h e  c o lle g e  s tu d e n t o r  th e  b u s in e s s m a n  c a n . fo r  e x a m p le , ta k e  a  n ig h t o f f  to  g o  

d a n c in g , o r  h e  c a n  l i f t l i is s p ir i ts  r e a s o n a b ly  w ith  a  d r in k  o r  tw o . T h e n . to o . h e  is  n o t a lw a y s  b o u n d  d o w n  to  th e  e x tre m e  

r e g u la r i t ie s  o f  l i f e  w h ic h  a  J e s u i t o b s e rv e s . H e  c a n  u s u a lly  f in d  a t  le a s t  o n e  d a y . fo r  e x a m p le ,  w h e n  h e  w ill  b e  a b le  to  s le e p  a  

l i t t le  la te r . B u t th e  J e s u i t r is e s  a t 5 . E v e n  th o u g h  h e  m ig h t n o t r e a liz e  u n ti l a f te r  b re a k fa s t a t 7 :1 5  th a t  h e  is  u p  a n d  m o v in g ,  

h e  h a s  a c tu a l ly  b e e n  f lo u n d e r in g  a b o u t s in c e  5  o ’c lo c k . T h e re  a re  u s u a l ly  o n e  o r  tw o  a le r t e n o u g h  in  e a c h  c o m m u n ity  to  

r e a s s u re  h im  o n  th is  p o in t  s h o u ld  h e  a s k .

I t is  n o t  s tr a n g e , th e n , th a t  th e  S o c ie ty  s e e s  to  i t  th a t h e r  y o u n g  m e n  in  th e ir  s tu d ie s  a re  g iv e n  g o o d  v a c a t io n s  a n d  a  

c o m p le te  c h a n g e  o f  s c e n e iy  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e rs . A t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  o n e 's  J e s u i t l i f e , d u r in g  th e  tw o  y e a r s  o f  N o v itia te .  



s u c h  a  c o m p le te  c h a n g e  o f  s c e n e  is  n o t  th o u g h t  n e c e s s a ry , a n d  th e  n o v ic e s ’ v a c a t io n  c o n s is ts  la rg e ly  in  a  c h a n g e  o f  o rd e r ,  

w ith  lo n g e r  a n d  m o re  f r e q u e n t  r e c re a t io n s .

T h e  ju n io r s , s in c e  th e y  a re  fo l lo w in g  a  r a th e r in te n s iv e  s c h e d u le  o f  s tu d ie s  d u r in g  th e  y e a r , e n jo y  a  m u c h  b e tte r  

v a c a t io n . T h e y  s p e n d  th e  f i rs t  tw o  w e e k s  o f  th e ir  s u m m e r  a t  C h a rb o n ie r re . F o r  th e s e  tw o  w e e k s , w h ic h  a re  k n o w n  a s  L o n g  

O rd e r , th e y  a re  n o t  a l lo w e d  to  to u c h  a n y  b o o k  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e ir  s tu d ie s . (Y o u  w ill  f in d  a n  o c c a s io n a l  u n iq u e  c h a ra c te r  

w h o  w o u ld  w is h  to  d o  s o .)  A fte r  tw o  w e e k s  a t  C h a rb o n ie r re ,  th e y  r e tu rn  to  th e  s e m in a ry , a n d  th e ir  v a c a tio n  o rd e r  fo r  th e  r e s t  

o f  th e  s u m m e r ( f ro m  a b o u t  J u ly  5  to  S e p te m b e r 1 ) is  k n o w n  a s  S h o r t O rd e r . T h e re  is  a s  m u c h  r e c re a tio n  o n  th e s e  d a y s  a s  

th e y  w is h  to  ta k e  a n d  th in k  th e y  n e e d . T h e y  c a n  s tu d y  la n g u a g e s  o r  w h a te v e r  th e y  w is h  b u t th e re  a re  v e ry  f e w  fo n n a l  

c o u rse s .

T h e  v a c a t io n s  a t  C h a rb o n ie r re  a re  n e c e s s a r i ly  q u ite  s im p le  a n d  e v e n  p r im itiv e . T h e re  is  s o m e th in g  th a t  p a s se s  fo r  a  

s w im m in g  p o o l . T h e  d o rm ito ry  a c c o m m o d a tio n s  a re  n o t  q u ite  u p  to  th o s e  o f  th e  b e tte r  h o te ls  o r  e v e n  m o te ls . T h e  b e d s , fo r  

e x a m p le , a re  n o t  b e d s  a t  a l l,  b u t  a rm y  c o ts . T h e re  is  s t i l l n o  d e c e n t  b a ll  d ia m o n d  a t  C h a rb o n ie r re , a n d  s o  th e  o u tf ie ld e r s  f in d  

th e m se lv e s  ru n n in g  u p  a n d  d o w n  h il ls ,  ju m p in g  o v e r  d itc h e s , s w e rv in g  a ro u n d  t r e e s , a n d  o c c a s io n a l ly  e v e n  s c ra m b lin g  u p  a  

t r e e  s h o u ld  th e  b a ll  b e  s a i l in g  in  th a t  d ire c t io n .

Y e t  w ith  a l l  i ts  s im p le  p r im it iv e n e s s , C h a rb  p ro v id e s  ju s t  th e  ty p e  o f  v a c a t io n  a  ju n io r  n e e d s . I t  is  a  g o o d  c h a n g e  o f  

s c e n e ry  f ro m  h is  e n v iro n m e n t  o f  th e  s c h o o l y e a r . H e  c a n  w o rk  o f f  m u c h  o f  h is  e x c e s s  e n e rg y  b y  c h o p p in g  d o w n  a s  m a n y  

t r e e s  a s  h e  w ish e s  a n d  b y  d o in g  th e  h u m b le  w o rk  a s s ig n e d  h im  a ro u n d  th e  v il la . H e  is , a b o v e  a l l, a w a y  f ro m  th e  s ig h t o f  

b o o k s  fo r  a t  le a s t  tw o  w e e k s . A n d  th is , to  m e  a t  le a s t , h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  o n e  o f  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  a n d  n e c e s s a ry  f e a tu re s  o f  a n y  

v a c a t io n .

D u r in g  th e  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  th e  ju n io r  is  n o t  a l lo w e d  to  r e a d  n o v e ls . D u r in g  h is  s u m m e r  v a c a t io n , h e  c a n  r e a d  w h a te v e r  

n o v e ls  h e  c a n  la y  h is  h a n d s  o n  in  th e  J u n io ra te  l ib ra ry . T h is  g iv e s  h im  a  c h a n c e , n o t  o n ly  to  r e la x , b u t  to  b e g in  to  a p p re c ia te  

th e  c la s s ic s  o f  f ic t io n , b e c a u s e  th e  J u n io ra te  n o v e l c o lle c t io n  d o e s  n o t in c lu d e  K a th le e n  W in d so r , b u t  te n d s  m o re  to w a rd  

D ic k e n s , T h a c k e ra y , a n d  c o m p a n y . F o r  m e , th e  J u n io ra te  s u m m e rs  w e re  r e a l e y e  o p e n e rs . I h a d  r e a d  p a r t o f  a  b o o k  o n c e  

w h e n  I  w a s  in  h ig h  s c h o o l , a n d  I  d o n ’t  e v e n  r e m e m b e r  th e  t i t le . B u t  i t  w a s  d u r in g  th e s e  s u m m e r  v a c a t io n s  in  th e  J u n io ra te  

th a t  I  b e g a n  to  r e a l iz e  h o w  w o n d e r fu l  r e a d in g  c o u ld  b e  a n d  I  b e lie v e  th a t I  h a v e  p ro b a b ly  a v e ra g e d  o n e  b o o k  e v e ry  tw o  o r  

th re e  d a y s  s in c e  th a t  t im e . L ik e  m a n y  o th e r  J e su i ts , I  c a n  th a n k  th e  J u n io ra te  r e g im e  fo r  a  g re a t lo v e  o f  r e a d in g  a n d  fo r  th e  

m a n y  h o u rs  o f  p le a s u re  th a t  lo v e  h a s  b ro u g h t ,  fo r  th e  o d d , a n d  s o m e tim e s  th e  s le e p le s s , m o m e n ts  i t  h a s  f i lle d .

O u r  s u m m e r  v a c a t io n s  a s  p h ilo s o p h e rs  w e re  m u c h  m o re  g la m o ro u s . B u t  th a t  w a s  o n ly  n a tu ra l , I  b e lie v e , s in c e  th e  

s tu d ie s  r e q u ire d  m o re  c o n c e n tra t io n , a n d  h e n c e  o u r n e e d  fo r a  c h a n g e , fo r a  r e a l v a c a t io n , w a s  th a t m u c h  g re a te r . T h e  

p h ilo s o p h e rs ’ v il la  is  in  W a u p a c a , W isc o n s in , in  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  d a iry  c o u n try . N o t  th a t  w e  c a re d  a n y th in g  a b o u t  d a ir ie s ,  b u t  

i t  w a s  a lso  la k e  a n d  p in e  t r e e  c o u n try . W e  w e re  a l lo w e d  to  s p e n d  a b o u t  s ix  w e e k s  o f  tw o  s u m m e rs  a t  th is  v il la .

L o y o la V illa  a t W a u p a c a  is in  th e m id s t o f  s o m e o f  th e m o s t g o rg e o u s n a tu ra l s ig h ts I h a v e e v e r s e e n . I ts  

s u r ro u n d in g s  a re  th ic k  w ith  p in e  t r e e s , s o  s tra ig h t  a n d  ta ll  th a t  th e y  s e e m  to  h a v e  b e e n  p u lle d  u p  o u t o f  th e  g ro u n d  r a th e r  

th a n  to  h a v e  g ro w n  th a t  w a y . T h e  v il la  is  o n  a  h il l  o v e r lo o k in g  S u n se t  L a k e , o n e  o f  a  lo n g  c h a in  o f  m a n y  la k e s .

T h e re is a n o th e r ty p e  o f  b e a u ty  u p  a ro u n d  W a u p a c a  w h ic h  I m ig h t a s  w e ll m e n tio n  n o w . A n d  th a t is h u m a n  

f e m in in e  b e a u ty . T h e re  a re  m a n y  c o tta g e s a ro u n d  th e  c h a in  o f  la k e s , a n d  a l l o f  th e m  a re  in h a b ite d . A n d  s in c e  h a lf  o f  th e  

h u m a n  r a c e  e n d e d  u p  a s  w o m e n , a b o u t  h a lf  o r  p e rh a p s  a  g re a te r  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  s u m m e r  in h a b ita n ts  a ro u n d  th e  c h a in  o f  

la k e s  a re  a ls o  b le s se d  in  b e in g  w o m e n . I  m e n tio n  th is  b e c a u se  I  th in k  th a t  o u r  v il la s  a re  a  g o o d  th in g  in  th is  r e sp e c t , to o . T h e  

y o u n g  J e s u it  s h o u ld  c e r ta in ly  k n o w  b y  th is  t im e  w h e th e r  h e  is  s e t e n o u g h  in  h is  v o c a t io n  to  lo o k  u p o n  th is  b e a u ty  w ith o u t  

s e e k in g  to  p o s s e s s  i t . N e e d le s s  to  s a y , th e  m a n n e r  o f  l i f e  a ro u n d  a  la k e  in  th e  s u m m e r  is  n o t  s u c h  a s  to  c o n c e a l a n y  p o s s ib le  

f e m in in e  c h a rm . I f  h e  s e e s  n o w  th a t  h e  is  n o t  g o in g  to  b e  a b le  to  r e s is t h is  n a tu ra l  lo n g in g  fo r  f e m in in e  c o m p a n io n s h ip  fo r  

th e  r e s t  o f  h is  l i f e , th is  is  a  g o o d  t im e  fo r  h im  to  f in d  i t  o u t . I f  h e  is  n o t  te s te d  h e re , h e  w ill  b e  te s te d  la te r , in  a  te s t  th a t  h e  

w ill  n o  lo n g e r  b e  m o ra lly  f r e e  to  f lu n k . O n ly  th e  fo o l  f e a r s  to  k n o w  h im s e lf , h is  p o te n t ia l it ie s , a n d  h is  l im ita t io n s .

T h e  l i f e  a t L o y o la  V illa  in  W a u p a c a  c o n s is te d  la rg e ly  in  s w im m in g , b o a tin g , f ish in g , a n d  h a v in g  p ic n ic s . S in c e  

th e re  w e re  s o  m a n y  d if fe re n t la k e s , a l l o f  th e m  d if fe re n t in  te m p e ra tu re  a n d  s u r ro u n d in g s , o n e  c o u ld  p re t ty  w e ll c h o o s e  th e  

e x a c t  ty p e  o f  s w im m in g  h e  w a n te d . O u r  la k e , S u n s e t , w a s  a lw a y s  r a th e r  w a rm . L o n g  L a k e , f a r th e r  u p  th e  c h a in , w a s  a lw a y s  

p re t ty  c o o l . R u n n in g  in to  L o n g  L a k e  w a s  E m m e n s  C re e k ,  in  w h o s e  s p r in g - fe d  w a te r  o n e  c o u ld  tu rn  b lu e  in  n o  t im e .

W e  a t tr a c te d  n o  l i t t le  a t te n t io n  w h e n  w e  w e n t  o u t  o n  a  b o a t  p ic n ic . S o m e tim e s  w e  w e n t  in  s m a ll g ro u p s  o f  O n ly  

tw o  o r  th re e  u p  to  te n , b u t o c c a s io n a l ly  th e re  w o u ld  b e  a s  m a n y  a s  fo r ty  o f  u s , p a c k e d  in to  o u r  b ig  l i f e b o a t , w h ic h  w e  

u s u a lly  to w e d  a ro u n d  w ith  a  s m a ll  m o to rb o a t. A t s u c h  t im e s , p e o p le  d id  s ta re  a t  u s  w o n d e rin g  w h e re  w e  w e re  b e in g  to w e d  

a n d  fo r  w h a t.



O n  s o m e  e v e n in g s , a f te r  s u p p e r , w e  w o u ld  p u t  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  o u r  fo r ty -v o ic e  c h o ir  in to  th is  l i f e b o a t a n d  to w  th e m  

a ro u n d  th e  la k e  a s  th e y  h a rm o n iz e d  o n  e v e ry th in g  f ro m  P a le s tr in a ’s  Kyrie to  Sleep, Kentucky! Babe. T h e  p e o p le  a lo n g  th e  

s h o re  c a m e  to  lo v e  th e s e  e v e n in g  c o n c e r ts  —  a n d  m is se d  th e m  a  g re a t d e a l, th e y  to ld  u s , w h e n  w e  c u t  th e m  o u t d u r in g  th e  

w a r .

W e  h a d  la rg e  g ro u n d s  a t o u r  v il la , s o  th a t p le n ty  o f  s o f tb a l l g a m e s  w e re  g o in g  o n  a l l s u m m e r. T h e re  w a s  a ls o  

p le n ty  o f  w o rk , th e  k in d  th a t  h e lp e d  u s  to  r e la x  f ro m  o u r  s tu d ie s . T h e re  w e re  t r e e s  to  b e  c u t  a n d  th e re  w a s  a  ro a d  to  b e  b u il t .  

W e  h a d , to o , o u r  a s s ig n e d  w o rk  in d o o rs , k e e p in g  th e  h o u s e  c le a n  a n d  in  g o o d  s h a p e , h e lp in g  in  th e  r e fe c to ry , c o o k in g , a n d  

s o  fo r th . W e  e v e n  s p e n t  a  m ise ra b le  p a r t  o f  o n e  s u m m e r  p a in t in g  th e  p la c e , in s id e  a n d  o u t .

O u r  v il la  w a s  c e r ta in ly  n o  m a n s io n . T h e  e n tire  b e a u ty  o f  L o y o la  c o n s is ts  in  i ts  n a tu ra l  s u r ro u n d in g s  a n d  n o t  in  a n y  

J e su i t-m a d e  b u ild in g s . T h e re  w a s  n o  h e a t  a t  a l l in  th e  b u ild in g , s o  th a t  e a r ly  in  th e  s u m m e r  th e  f i re p la c e  in  th e  b ig  a s s e m b ly  

h a i l b e c a m e  e x tre m e ly  p o p u la r . T h e  ro o m s  w e re  s m a ll a n d  e a c h  o n e  w a s  s h a re d  b y  tw o  m e n . T h e  c h a p e l w a s  e x tre m e ly  

p o o r . A n d  y e t . a g a in , i t  w a s  ju s t  w h a t  w e  n e e d e d  fo r  o u r  s u m m e r , a  c o m p le te  c h a n g e  f ro m  th e  c i ty  l i f e  a n d  th e  s tu d y  l i f e  o f  

S t. L o u is . A s  a t  e v e ry ' v il la , w e  h a d  o u r  L o n g  O rd e r  a n d  S h o r t O rd e r . D u r in g  th e  fo rm e r , w e  w e re  n o t a l lo w e d  to  to u c h  a  

b o o k . A n d  o n c e  th a t  tw o  w e e k s  w a s  o v e r , th e  a m o u n t  o f  s tu d y  w a s  u p  to  th e  in d iv id u a l . M a n y  h a d  s u m m e r  c o u rs e s  to  d o  to  

r e c e iv e  c re d i t  to w a rd  th e ir  d e g re e s . M a n y  w e re  w o rk in g  o n  th e s e s . B u t m o s t  o f  u s  s a w  to  i t th a t  w e  to o k  g o o d  a d v a n ta g e  o f  

a l l  th e  v a c a tio n  th a t  w a s  b e in g  o f fe re d  u s  b y  th e  S o c ie ty '.

S in c e  w e  k n e w  a  g o o d  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  a ro u n d  th e  la k e , n o t p e rso n a l ly , p e rh a p s , b u t  b y  s ig h t , a n d  s in c e  th e y  

k n e w  u s . a g a in  n o t  p e rso n a l ly  b u t  a s  a  g ro u p , w e  d id  h a v e  s o m e  c o n ta c t w ith  th e m . T w o  o r  th re e  t im e s  e a c h  s u m m e r, fo r  

e x a m p le , w e  b ro u g h t o u r b a ll te a m  d o w n to w n  fo r a  g a m e o f s o f tb a l l w ith  a  lo c a l te a m . T h e  s u m m e r fo l lo w in g  m y  

o rd in a t io n , w h e n  I  w a s  s ta t io n e d  a t  W a u p a c a  w ith  th e  p h ilo s o p h e rs . I  w e n t  d o w n to w n  ju s t  b e fo re  th is  g a m e  w a s  to  s ta r t . S o  

I  w a s  s i tt in g  in  th e  b le a c h e r s  w h e n  th e  p h ilo s o p h e rs  m a d e  th e ir  e n tra n c e . A n d  w h a t  a n  e n tra n c e  i t  w a s ! W h o e v e r  h a d  b e e n  in  

c h a rg e o f  t r a n s p o r ta tio n  h a d  n o t th o ro u g h ly  in v e s tig a te d  w h a t h e w a s g e tt in g . A  h u g e , d o u b le -d e c k e r c a t t le t ru c k , s o  

c o m p le te ly  e n c lo se d  th a t  o n e  c o u ld  n o t s e e  in s id e , b a c k e d  u p  to  th e  v e ry  e d g e  o f  th e  f ie ld . I c o u ld  h e a r  th e  p e o p le  a ro u n d  

m e , y o u n g  m e n , y o u n g  g ir ls , o ld  b a ll f a n s , a s k in g  o n e  a n o th e r w h a t th is  c o u ld  b e  th a t w a s  b e in g  d e liv e re d . S o o n  a  r a m p  

c a m e  d o w n  f ro m  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  t ru c k  o n to  th e  f ie ld , a n d  d o w n  th e  r a m p , w ith  n o  a w a re n e s s  th a t a n y th in g  o u t o f  th e  

o rd in a ry  w a s  ta k in g  p la c e , c a lm ly  s tro l le d  a b o u t  s e v e n ty  b la c k -p a n te d  p h ilo so p h e rs . T h e y  a c te d . I m u s t s a y . a s  th o u g h  th e y  

t r a v e le d  b y  c a t t le  t ru c k  e v e ry  d a y . [ fo o tn o te : S in c e  w ritin g  th is  a n d  d is c u s s in g  i t w ith  o th e r  J e s u i ts . I f in d  th a t th is  fo rm  o f  

t r a n sp o r ta t io n  is  n o t to o  u n c o m m o n  a m o n g  o u r m e n . In  f a c t , o n  o n e  o c c a s io n , a  r a th e r  la rg e  g ro u p  o f  y  o u n g  J e su i ts  w a s  

t r a n sp o r te d  in  s w e lte r in g  h e a t  to  a  r a i l ro a d  s ta t io n  s o m e  tw e n ty  m ile s  a w a y  in  a  c lo s e d  m o v in g  v a n . N o r  w e re  th e y h e lp e d  

m u c h  b y  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e y  w e re  c a r ry in g  th e ir  lu g g a g e  a n d  w e a r in g  b la c k  s u i ts .]
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D u r in g  o u r  y e a rs  o f  r e g e n c y  o r  te a c h in g , w e  J e su i ts  o f  th e  M iss o u ri  P ro v in c e  u s u a l ly  g o  to  C a m p io n , o u r  b o a rd in g  

s c h o o l in  P ra ir ie  d u  C h ie n , W isc o n s in , fo r  o u r  s u m m e r  v il la s . S in c e  C a m p io n  is a  b o a rd in g  s c h o o l , c o n d it io n s  th e re  a re  

m u c h  m o re  c iv i l iz e d  th a n  a t W a u p a c a . T h e  ro o m s  a re  m u c h  b e tte r , th e  s u r ro u n d in g s m u c h  m o re  f in ish e d . T h e re  a re  n o  

la k e s ,  b u t  th e re  is  p le n ty  o f  r iv e r  to  m a k e  u p  fo r  i t . T h e re  is  a lso  a  g o lf  c o u rse . A n d  I  m ig h t s a y  th a t  w h ile  I  m y s e lf  c a n  o n ly  

d o  o n e  t r ic k  w ith  a  g o lf  b a ll , th a t is . h it  i t s o  th a t i t d e s c r ib e s  a  lo v e ly , g ra c e fu l a rc  to  th e  r ig h t a n d  r e tu rn s  to  m e . th e re  a re  

m a n y  J e s u i ts  w h o  a re  m u c h  b e tte r  th a n  o rd in a ry  g o lfe r s . C a m p io n  is  th e ir  s ta m p in g  g ro u n d s .

I f  a  s c h o la s t ic  te a c h e s  o u t w e s t , h e  m o re  th a n  l ik e ly  w ill g o  to  F ra se r . C o lo ra d o , fo r  I r is s u m m e r  v il la . T h is  is  a  

lo v e ly  p la c e  a s  f a r  a s  s c e n e ry  is  c o n c e rn e d . J u s t n o w . th e re  is  r e a l ly  n o th in g  th e re  b u t a  g ro u p  o f  n o t- to o - la rg e m o u n ta in  

c a b in s . B u t i t is  a  n ic e , p r im it iv e , ru g g e d  v il la  a n d  e n jo y a b le  a s  s u c h . A t  th e  p re s e n t  w ritin g . F a th e r  B ill S te in e r  is  d ire c t in g  

o p e ra t io n s  o n  a  g ra n d  n e w  lo g  b u ild in g  w h ic h  w ill  m a k e  l iv in g  a t  F ra s e r  m u c h  m o re  p le a s a n t  in  th e  n e a r  fu tu re .

T h e re  is  a n o th e r  v il la  w h ic h  is  n o t  m u c h  th o u g h t  o f  b e c a u se  s o  f e w  a re  a l lo w e d  to  e n jo y  i ts  a d v a n ta g e s . A n d  th a t  is  

th e  s u m m e r  " v i l la ” w e  e n jo y e d  a s s c h o la s t ic s  in  B e liz e . B r it is h  H o n d u ra s , o n e  o f  th e  fo re ig n  m is s io n s  o f  th e  M iss o u r i  

P ro v in c e  J e su i ts . T h e  s c h o la s t ic s  w h o  te a c h  in  B e liz e  h a v e  th e ir  c h o ic e  o f  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  s u c h  " v i l la s .”  T h e y  c a n  g o  to  S a n  

P e d ro , o n e  o f  th e  C a r ib b e a n  c a y e s  (o r  is la n d s ) s u rro u n d in g  th e  c o lo n y , o r  th e y  c a n  g o  to  a  p la c e  c a lle d  O ra n g e  W a lk , w h e re  

a  v e ry  g o o d  f r ie n d  o f  th e  B e liz e  J e su i ts  o w n s  a  r a n c h . O r  th e y  c a n  m a k e  a  s o r t o f  g ra n d  to u r  o f  th e  e n tire  c o lo n y  o f  B r it is h  

H o n d u ra s . S in c e  I m y s e lf  h a d  m y  r e g e n c y  in  B r it is h  H o n d u ra s . I w a s  p r iv i le g e d  to  s a m p le  a l l s u c h  " v i l la s ” d u r in g  th e  

s u m m e r  a n d  w in te r  v a c a t io n s . A n d  th e y  w e re  e x tre m e ly  e n jo y a b le  v a c a tio n s .

T h e  v il la  fo r  th e  th e o lo g ia n s  o f  th e  M is so u r i P ro v in c e  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  is  a t  a  p la c e  c a lle d  T h e  I s la n d . T h is  is  e x a c t ly  

w h a t  i t  c la im s  to  b e . a n  is la n d  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  L a k e  B e u la h , a  s h o r t d is ta n c e  f ro m  M u k w o n a g o , W is c o n s in , w h ic h  is . in  tu rn ,  

a b o u t th ir ty  m ile s  f ro m  M ilw a u k e e . S in c e  a  J e su i t is  a  m u c h  o ld e r  a n d  m o re  s e d e n ta ry  in d iv id u a l  b y  th e  t im e  h e  r e a c h e s  

B e u la h  th a n  h e  w a s . s a y . a s  a  p h ilo s o p h e r .  B e u la h  is  a ls o  a  m u c h  m o re  s e d e n ta iy  v il la . T h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  w is h e d , h o w e v e r , 

d id  h a v e  o u r  s h a re  o f  b a s e b a l l , te n n is , s w im m in g , a n d  f is h in g .
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N e x t to  o u r  v il la  a t B e u la h  is . o f  a l l t i l in g s . B u rr  O a k s , a  g ir ls ’ c a m p . H e re  s o m e  s e v e n  h u n d re d  v a r io u s - s iz e d  

e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  f e m a le s  c a v o r t  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r. T h e y . to o . a f te r  a  w h ile  r e a l iz e  th a t o u r  m in d s  a re  o n  th e  p r ie s th o o d . I  

c a n  r e m e m b e r , h o w e v e r , o c c a s io n s  w h e n  th e y  d id  n o t  u n d e rs ta n d . E a c h  y e a r , fo r  in s ta n c e , w e  u s e d  to  le n d  th e m  o u r  b ig  r e d  

t ru c k  to  h e lp  h a u l  th e ir  b a g g a g e  a n d  p e rh a p s  s o m e  o f  th e  g ir ls  f ro m  th e  d e p o t  in  M u k w o n a g o  to  th e ir  c a m p . T h e  y e a r  I  w a s  a  

m in is te r (o n e  w h o  h a s  c h a rg e  o f  th e  te m p o ra l  a f fa ir s  o f  th e  v il la )  a t  T h e  I s la n d , th e y  a s k e d  a s  u s u a l to  b o r ro w  o u r  t ru c k . A n d  

o u r  s u p e r io r  to ld  m e  th a t  s in c e  th e y  h a d  n o  d r iv e r ,  I s h o u ld  d r iv e  i t  fo r  th e m . S o  I  d id . O n  th e  w a y  b a c k  f ro m  th e  s ta t io n , tw o  

o f  th e  c a m p  c o u n s e lo r s  ro d e  a lo n g . A s  w e  t r a v e le d  th e  f e w  m ile s  o f  h ig h w a y  to  T h e  I s la n d , o n e  o f  th e  c o u n s e lo rs  a p p a re n tly  

f ig u re d  s h e  w a s  g o in g  to  b e  o u t  in  th e  s t ic k s  fo r  a  f e w  w e e k s  a n d  m ig h t  a s  w e ll m a k e  th e  a c q u a in ta n c e  o f  a n y  o f  th e  n a tiv e s  

w h o  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  h a n d y .

" W h a t  d o  y o u  d o  o u t  h e re  a l l  th e  t im e ? ”  s h e  a s k e d .

" L ik e  to  f is h , m y s e lf ,”  I  to ld  h e r .

I t  w a s  th e  f i r s t  t i r in g  I  th o u g h t  o f . I  h a te  to  f ish .

W e  w e n t  o n  a  f e w  m o m e n ts  in  s i le n c e . T h e n  s h e  t r ie d  a g a in . " W e ll , w h a t  d o  y o u  d o . s a y , o n  th e  n ig h t  o f  th e  F o u r th  

o f  J u ly ? ”

" A lw a y s  s h o o t  f i re c ra c k e r s ,  m y s e lf .”  I  to ld  h e r .

W e  d id n ’ t  s e e m  to  h a v e  m u c h  c o n v e rs a t io n  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w a y . I  d o  h o p e  h e r  F o u r th  o f  J u ly  w a sn ’t  to o  b o r in g .

I  c a n n o t m a k e  a n y  r e fe re n c e  to  o u r  l i f e  a t T h e  I s la n d  w ith o u t m e n tio n in g  o u r  g o o d  f r ie n d s , G e o rg e  a n d  M rs . B a b i.  

M r. B a b i is th e  b a k e r  in  M u k w o n a g o  a n d  h e  b a k e d  fo r  u s a l l s u m m e r  lo n g , n e v e r c h a rg in g  u s  a n y th in g  l ik e  w h a t I r is  

w o n d e r fu l b a k in g  w a s  w o r th . I  g o t to  k n o w  h im  m y  f i r s t s u m m e r a t  B e u la l i . in  1 9 4 7 . a n d  h e  h a s  b e e n  a  w o n d e rfu l  f r ie n d  

e v e r  s in c e . H e  is  th e  ty p e  o f  f r ie n d  w ith o u t w h ic h  w e  J e su i ts  w o u ld  f e e l 9 0  p e r  c e n t le s s  th a n  h u m a n  b e in g s . A n d  i t is  th e  

h e lp  a n d  lo y a lty  o f  f r ie n d s  l ik e  h im  w h ic h  k e e p  u s  g o in g .

Y e s . th e  S o c ie ty ' t r e a ts  u s  w o n d e r fu l ly , ta k in g  c a re  o f  u s  e v e n  to  th e  e x te n t o f  in v ig o ra tin g  s u m m e r  v a c a t io n s . T h e  

v a c a t io n s  a s  s u c h  e n d  w ith  o u r  th ird  y e a r  o f  th e o lo g ic a l  s tu d ie s . B y  th a t  I  m e a n  th e re  is  n o  fo rm a l  g ro u p  v a c a t io n  fo r  u s  a f te r  

th a t  t im e . T h e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th is  is  n o t  th a t  w e  s to p  w o rk in g  o n c e  w e  h a v e  f in is h e d  o u r  c o u rse  b u t  th a t w e  s im p ly  d o  n o t



h a v e  th e  t im e  to  a r ra n g e  fo r  a  v a c a t io n  a t  a n y  d e f in i te  t im e . A g a in , h o w e v e r , le t  i t  b e  s a id  th a t  th e  s o l ic i tu d e  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  is  

v e ry  n e a r ly  p e r fe c t. A n y  p r ie s t  c a n . i f  h e  w is h e s , g e t  a w a y  to  o n e  o f  th e  v il la s  fo r  a  w e e k  o r  tw o  o f  v a c a t io n . A lth o u g h  th e re  

a re  f a r  to o  f e w  o f  u s  w h o  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th is  p r iv i le g e , th e re  a re  m a n y  w h o  w is e ly  d o .

S o . in  th e  m a tte r  o f  v a c a t io n s , a s  in  a l l o th e r  t i lin g s , th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s  ta k e s  c a re  o f  h e r  m e m b e rs , a t th e  s a m e
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t im e  c h a r i ta b ly  a d m it tin g  th a t  e a c h  o n e  h a s  th e  s e n s e  to  ta k e  c a re  o f  h im s e lf .

VI

A F T E R  h is  th re e  y e a r s  o f  p h ilo s o p h ic a l s tu d y , th e  J e s u i t is  s e n t to  o n e  o f  th e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  h is  p ro v in c e  to  te a c h  

b o y s . T h is  is  q u ite  a  c h a n g e  f ro m  a n y th in g  h e  h a s  e x p e r ie n c e d  s o  f a r . A n d  i t is  a  g o o d  c h a n c e  fo r  h im  to  p u t th e  t i l in g s  h e  

h a s  le a rn e d  in to  p ra c t ic e . O n e  o f  th e  r e a l ly  g re a t  m e n  o f  th e  S o c ie ty . F a th e r  W ill ia m  M c G u c k e n , w h o  w a s  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  

P re fe c t o f  S tu d ie s  o f  th e  M iss o u r i P ro v in c e , o n c e  s u m m e d  u p  p e r fe c t ly  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  th e  J e su i t ’s p e r io d  o f  te a c h in g  o r  

r e g e n c y . W rit in g  fo r  th e  M iss o u ri  P ro v in c e  Jesuit Bulletin, F a th e r  M c G u c k e n  s a id :

T o  th e  J e s u i t , te a c h in g  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  a n  a p o s to la te . th e  c la s s ro o m  ju s t a s  h a llo w e d  a  p la c e  to  w in  s o u ls  fo r  

C h r is t a s  th e  f a r -o f f m is s io n  la n d  o f  In d ia . R ig h tly , J e s u i ts  c a n  ta k e  p r id e  in  th e  p re s t ig e  a n d  e f f ic ie n c y  o f  th e ir  

s c h o o ls , a  p re s tig e  a n d  e f f ic ie n c y  p u rc h a s e d  th ro u g h  s e lf - s a c r if ic e  a n d  a  d e a th le s s  e n th u s ia sm , d e s p ite  th e  e v e ry  

d a y  m o n o to n y  o f  c la s s ro o m  ro u t in e , a  ro u t in e , h o w e v e r , th a t  b e c o m e s  a  g lo r io u s  a d v e n tu re  to  J e s u i ts  t r a in e d  in  th e  

Ig n a t ia n  id e a l  o f  th e  a p o s to l ic  w o rk  o f  te a c h in g . . .

M o s t o f  a l l , th e  S o c ie ty  c a n  g lo ry  in  th e  f a c t  th a t G o d  a n d  C h r is t, H is  S o n , h a v e  a lw a y s  h a d  a  p ro m in e n t  p la c e  



in  h e r  s c h o o ls  a n d  u n iv e r s i t ie s . H e r  o b je c t  th ro u g h o u t  th e s e  c e n tu r ie s  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  to  im p a rt  t ru th  to  h e r  s tu d e n ts ;  

y e t s h e  h a s  n e v e r lo s t s ig h t o f  th e  f a c t th a t th e re  is  n o  t ru th  w o r th  s e e k in g  i f  H e  w h o  is  T ru th  i ts e lf is  ig n o re d . 

In fo n n a tio n  a lo n e  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  th e  a im  o f  th e  S o c ie ty ’s s c h o o ls ; r a th e r i t h a s  b e e n  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  C h r is t ia n  

s c h o la r s  a n d  C h r is t ia n  g e n tle m e n . M o re  th a n  th a t ; h e r  a im  h a s  b e e n , s o  to  s p e a k , a  transformation o f  th e  y o u th  

e n tru s te d  to  h e r c a re  in to  c a p a b le  a n d  e n e rg e t ic , C a th o lic  A m e r ic a n  s a in ts , e v e n  in to  s a in ts  a n d  a p o s t le s , w h o ,  

b e c a u s e  o f  th e  k n o w le d g e  th e y  a c q u ire  o f  C h r is t O u r  L o rd , w ill lo v e  H im  a n d  fo l lo w  H im  a lw a y s —  C h r is t ia n  

g e n tle m e n  w h o  w ill a lw a y s  p u t f i r s t th in g s  f i r s t a n d  w ill r e g a rd  s o l id  a n d  p e r fe c t  v ir tu e  “ o f  g re a te r  m o m e n t  th a n  

le a rn in g  o r  a n y  o th e r  n a tu ra l  e n d o w m e n t."

T h is  is  th e  s o r t  o f  jo b  th e  y o u n g  J e s u i t s te p s  in to  w h e n  h e  g o e s  o u t  to  b e g in  h is  th re e  y e a r s  o f  te a c h in g . T h is  is  w h a t  

is  e x p e c te d  o f  h im , to  b e  n o t o n ly  a  te a c h e r , b u t a  Jesuit te a c h e r , o n e  w h o  w ill s tr iv e  to  in s t i l l th e  lo v e  h e  h im s e lf  h a s  o f  

C h r is t  in to  th o se  h e  w ill  te a c h .

B e s id e s  b e in g  a  g o o d  te s t  o f  h is  w o r th , r e g e n c y  is , fo r  th e  s c h o la s t ic , a  w e lc o m e  c h a n g e  a f te r  th e  p a s t s e v e n  y e a r s  

o f  r a th e r  in te n s iv e  s tu d y . N o t  th a t  h e  is  g o in g  to  h a v e  le s s  w o rk  to  d o  n o w  —  o n  th e  c o n tra ry  —  b u t  i t  is  a  d if fe re n t k in d  o f  

w o rk , in  w h ic h  h is  a t te n t io n  is  g iv e n  to  o th e r s  r a th e r  th a n  to  h im s e lf . A fte r a l l , h e  h a s  b e e n  in  f ro n t o f  a  d e s k  fo r  a b o u t  

tw e n ty  y e a r s  n o w . I t ’s  t im e  h e  lo o k e d  b e h in d  o n e .

T h e  r e g e n c y  p e r io d , to o , p ro v id e s  g o o d  p ra c t ic e  fo r  th e  J e s u it , a  g o o d  w a y  o f  le a rn in g  h is  fu tu re  t r a d e , b e c a u s e  h e  

r e a l ly  d o e s  le a rn  h o w  to  te a c h  b y  te a c h in g . T h e  le s so n s  h e  h im s e lf  le a rn s  a s  a  te a c h e r  f a r  s u rp a s s  th e  n u m b e r  o f  th in g s  h e  is  

a b le  to  te a c h  h is  b o y s .

R e g e n c y  h a s  th e  fu r th e r  a d v a n ta g e , I  b e lie v e , o f  s h o w in g  th e  S o c ie ty  w h e th e r  a  m a n  is  c a p a b le  o f  te a c h in g  o r  n o t .  

H e  m a y  b e  th e  m o s t  b r i ll ia n t  m a n  in  th e  S o c ie ty  a n d  s ti l l, fo r  s o m e  r e a so n  o r  o th e r , b e  u n a b le  to  te a c h . O r  i t  m a y  b e  fo u n d  

th a t h e  is  b e tte r  a t  te a c h in g  y o u n g e r  b o y s  th a n  o ld e r  o n e s . O r  h e  m a y  b e  m o re  p ro f ic ie n t a t  te a c h in g  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  th a n  

h ig h  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts . F re q u e n tly  e n o u g h , th e  S o c ie ty  f in d s  th a t th is  o r  th a t s c h o la s t ic  c o u ld  te a c h  a n y b o d y  a n y th in g  u n d e r  

a n y  c o n d it io n s .

T h e  t im e  o f  r e g e n c y  is  a  t im e  o f  r a th e r  ru d e  a w a k e n in g  fo r  th e  s c h o la s t ic . U p  to  n o w ,  ju s t a b o u t a l l h is  id e a s  o n  

te a c h in g , a l l h is  id e a s  o f  z e a l fo r  o th e r s , to o , h a v e  b e e n  in  th e  o rd e r  o f  th e o r ie s  a n d  id e a ls . I t  is  d u r in g  I r is  r e g e n c y  th a t h e  

w ill  r e d u c e  m a n y  o f  th e  th e o r ie s  h e  h a s  to  p ra c t ic e . H e  w ill r e d u c e  m a n y  o th e r  th e o r ie s , n o t  to  p ra c t ic e , b u t  to  th e  e x tin c t io n  

w h ic h  is  r ig h tfu l ly  th e irs . H e  w ill  d is c o v e r  w h e th e r  th e  id e a ls  h e  h a s  a re  g e n u in e  o r  n o t .

H e  w ill  p e rh a p s  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r  th e  im p re ss io n , a s  h e  d re a m e d  o f  te a c h in g  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  th a t n o  o n e  

c a n  h e lp  l is te n in g  to  th e  t ru th , th a t  i f  o n e  h a s  th e  t ru th  to  im p a rt  h e  w ill a lw a y s  h a v e  a n  a t te n t iv e  a u d ie n c e  to  h e a r  i t . H e  m a y  

g o  b y  th a t u n re a l is t ic  th e o ry  th a t i t is im p o s s ib le  to  b e  d u ll o r d ry  i f  o n e  h a s th e  t ru th  to  o f fe r in  c la s s . T h e  te a c h in g  

s c h o la s t ic  d is c o v e r s  th e  f a l la c y  a n d  e v e n  th e  a b s u rd i ty  o f  s u c h  a  th e o ry  in  h is  f i rs t  w e e k  o f  te a c h in g  in  a  h ig h  s c h o o l . H e  c a n  

b e  ju s t  a s  d u ll  w ith  th e  t ru th  a s  h e  c o u ld  b e  w ith  a  p a c k  o f  l ie s . O n e  o f  h is  b ig g e s t  jo b s  w ill  b e . n o t  to  g a th e r  th e  t ru th  (h e  h a s  

b e e n  d o in g  th a t  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s ) , b u t  to  f in d  w a y s  o f  m a k in g  i t  in te re s t in g  a n d  m e m o ra b le .

T h e  b ra n d  n e w  te a c h e r  v e ry  o f te n  f in d s th a t h is  j i t te ry  c h a rg e s s e e m  to  b e  m o s t b o re d  b y  th e  v e ry  th in g s  h e  

c o n s id e r s h is  b e s t s tu f f . I t m a y  b e  d e ss e r t  to  h im . b u t i t ’s s p in a c h  to  th e m . T h e y  a re  s im p ly  n o t in te re s te d . C la s s  t im e  fo r  

m o s t o f  th e m  is  ju s t  th e  t im e  th e y  h a v e  to  u s e  u p  w h ile  w a it in g  to  g e t  b a c k  o u t  in  th e  y a rd  to  th e  s o f tb a l l  g a m e . A n d  th is  is  

w h a t  tu rn s  a  m a n  f ro m  th e  th e o r is t  in to  a  te a c h e r ,  b e c a u s e  i t  is  u p  to  h im  to  g e t  th e m  in te re s te d  in  th e  th in g s  w h ic h  h e  k n o w s  

a re  im p o rta n t  b u t  w h ic h  s e e m  t r i f l in g  to  th e m .
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P e rh a p s , in  th e  y e a r s  p re v io u s  to  I r is  te a c h in g , h e  h a s  e n v is io n e d  la rg e  c ro w d s  o f  p o te n t ia l c o n v e r ts  fo l lo w in g  h im  

a b o u t . H e  h a s  p ro b a b ly  h a d  a  p ic tu re  in  I r is im a g in a t io n  o f  h im s e lf  g o in g  th ro u g h  th e  s c h o o l y a rd  p u rsu e d  b y  th ro n g s  o f  

s tu d e n ts , a s k in g  h im  to  h e lp  th e m  d e c id e  th e ir  v o c a t io n s , p u tt in g  q u e s t io n s  to  h im  a b o u t  th e  h ig h e r  r e a lm s  o f  c o n te m p la t io n  

—  in  s h o r t  d e p e n d in g  u p o n  h im  fo r  a l l  th e s e  lo f ty  t i l in g s  a n d  m a n y  o th e r s . A n d  i t  is  t ru e  th a t  th e re  p ro b a b ly  w ill  b e  a  th ro n g  

o f  b o v s  fo l lo w in g  h im  o r  s u rro u n d in g  h im  w h e re v e r  h e  g o e s . B u t  th e ir  q u e s t io n s  a n d  th e ir  p ro b le m s  w ill  b e  q u ite  d if fe re n t 

f ro m  w h a t  h e  h a d  im a g in e d . T h e y  w ill  b e  a s k in g  h im  w h e re  th e  h e c k  is  th e  b a se b a l l  e q u ip m e n t o r  b e g g in g  h im  to  le t th e m  

o u t  o f  ju g  th a t n ig h t . T h e y  w ill  b e  a s k in g  h im  to  ta k e  c a re  o f  a  b u s te d  th u m b  o r  a  n o s e b le e d  o r  to  le n d  th e m  a  fo u n ta in  p e n  

b e c a u s e  th e y  fo rg o t  th e ir s  to d a y . O h . h e ’ l l h a v e  fo l lo w e rs  a l l r ig h t , b u t h e  c o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  d re a m e d  o f  th e ir  m o tiv e s  fo r  

fo l lo w in g  h im .

D u r in g  I r is te a c h in g  y e a r s , n a tu ra l ly , th e  s c h o la s t ic 's  f i rs t a c t iv i ty  w ill b e  te a c h in g . T h is h e  h a s h a d  s o m e  l i t tle  

p ra c tic e  in , p e rh a p s , b u t  s o  l i t t le  th a t i t is  n e g lig ib le . H e  w ill le a m  to  te a c h  b y  g o in g  in to  a  c la s s ro o m  a n d  te a c h in g . A n d , in  

th e  c la ss ro o m , h e  w ill s o o n  b e  a b le  to  te ll w h e th e r h e  h a s p re p a re d  I r is m a tte r  p ro p e r ly  o r  n o t . b e c a u se  th e re  is n o  te s t  

c o m p a ra b le  to  th e  te s t a  g ro u p  o f  te e n -a g e  b o y s  c a n  g iv e  a  te a c h e r . H is m a tte r h a s  to  b e  p re s e n te d , n o t ju s t w e ll , b u t  

te r r if ic a lly  w e ll , in  o rd e r  to  w in  th e  a p p ro v a l,  o r  e v e n  th e  a t te n t io n ,  o f  th e s e  s tr ic te s t  o f  c r i tic s .

T h e  J e s u i t s c h o la s t ic  s o o n  f in d s  th a t th e re  is m u c h  m o re  to  te a c h in g  th a n  ju s t g o in g  in to  a  c la s s ro o m . H e  h a s  to  

r e p e a t a n d  r e p e a t a n d  r e p e a t e v e n  th e  s im p le s t th in g s . H e  h a s  to  b e  p re p a re d  th o ro u g h ly  fo r e a c h  c la s s . H e  h a s  to  te s t  

f r e q u e n tly ,  a s  o f te n  a s  e v e ry  d a y . to  s e e  i f  th e y 'r e  g e tt in g  w h a t  h e 's  p u tt in g  o u t . H e  l ia s  to  c o r re c t  th o u s a n d s  o n  th o u s a n d s  o f  

p a p e rs , h o m e w o rk , a n d  e x a m in a t io n s . H e  h a s  to  k e e p  I r is  c la s s  o n  i ts  to e s  b y  in te re s tin g  v a r ia t io n s  a n d  b y  a  c o n s ta n t  f lo w  o f  

q u e s t io n s . H e  m u s t b e . a t f i rs t a t le a s t , a  v e ry  r ig id  d is c ip l in a r ia n . B e fo re  b e g in n in g  o u r  r e g e n c y , w e  w e re  to ld  b y  F a th e r  

M c G u c k e n , “ D o n 't s m ile  a t th e m  u n ti l C h r is tm a s . “ A n d  F a th e r  H e n ry  S u ll iv a n , p r in c ip a l a t C re ig h to n  P re p  in  O m a h a  fo r  

tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a rs , a d d e d  in  I r is  o w n  in im ita b le  w a y : ‘W h e n  th e y  g o  h o m e  fo r  C h r is tm a s  v a c a t io n ,  y o u  c a n  p a t  th e m  o n  th e  

h e a d  a n d  s a y  ‘M e rry  C h r is tm a s . ’ B u t d o n ’t  o v e rd o  i t .”  T h e re  is  a  r e a s o n  fo r  th is . A  f e w  m o n th s  o f  r ig id  d is c ip l in e  a n d  th e  

r e s t  o f  th e  y e a r  w ill  b e  c o m p le te ly  e n jo y a b le  a n d  p ro f i ta b le  fo r  b o th  te a c h e r  a n d  s tu d e n ts . T h e  te m p ta t io n , o f  c o u rse , is  to  d o  

ju s t th e  o p p o s i te  b e c a u s e  th e  la d s  a re  s o  l ik a b le  r ig h t a t  f i rs t . W h a t  th e  te a c h e r  m u s t r e a l iz e  is  th a t , l ik a b le  a s  th e y  a re . in  

th o s e  f i r s t  m o n th s  th e y  a re  ju d g in g  h im  a n d  u n c o n s c io u s ly  f ig u r in g  h o w  m u c h  th e y ’ l l  b e  a b le  to  g e t  b y  w ith  la te r  o n . T h e y  

a re  n a tu ra l ly  o n  th e ir  b e s t  b e h a v io r  fo r  th a t  t im e , l ik e  th e  b a ll  c lu b  th a t  is  “ p la y in g  o v e r  i ts  h e a d .”

S o  th e  s c h o la s t ic  te a c h e r  h a s  to  b e c o m e  s o m e w h a t  o f  a  u n iv e r sa l  g e n iu s .

B e s id e s  h is  te a c h in g , th e  s c h o la s t ic  w ill h a v e  a  g re a t d e a l o f  p re fe c t in g  to  d o . H e  w ill  b e  w a tc h in g  o v e r  b o y s  in  



s tu d y  h a lls . H e  w ill  b e  c h e c k in g  th e ir  a t te n d a n c e  a t  v a r io u s  th in g s , s u c h  a s  d a ily  M a ss . H e  w ill  b e  s u p e rv is in g  th e ir  g a m e s  

d u r in g  th e  d a y  a n d  th e  s o c ia l  fu n c t io n s , fu n  n ig h ts , a n d  d a n c e s  th a t  th e y  p a r t ic ip a te  in  o u ts id e  o f  s c h o o l  t im e . H e re , a g a in , h e  

w ill  s o o n  d e v e lo p  a  f a c i l i ty , a n  u n c a n n y  s o r t  o f  in tu i t io n  fo r  b e in g  in  th e  r ig h t  p la c e  e v e n  a h e a d  o f  th e  r ig h t  t im e . T h o s e  w h o  

d o  n o t  d e v e lo p  th is  a b ili ty  n e v e r  r e a l ly  b e c o m e  s u c c e s s fu l  p re fe c ts . A c tu a l ly , i t  is  n e ith e r  u n c a n n y  n o r  in tu i tio n ,  b u t  o n ly  th e  

u n c o n s c io u s  o r  im p lic i t  e f f ic ie n c y  th a t  c o m e s  f ro m  e x p e rie n c e .

S o m e tim e s , i t  w ill s e e m  to  th e  te a c h in g  s c h o la s t ic  th a t h e  h a s  m o re  to  d o  o u ts id e  o f  c la s s  th a n  in  c la s s . A n d  i t is  

t ru e  th a t  h e  w ill  b e  in v o lv e d  in  a  g re a t  n u m b e r  o f  e x tra c u rr ic u la r a c t iv it ie s . J e s u i ts  b e lie v e  h e a r t i ly  in  s u c h  t i l in g s  fo r  th e ir  

b o y s , b e c a u se  i t is  in  th e m  th a t th e  s tu d e n ts  c a n  p u t in to  p ra c t ic e  th e  t i l in g s  th e y  a re  le a rn in g . T h e  s c h o la s t ic  m ig h t f in d  

h im s e lf  c o a c h in g  a  b a s k e tb a l l o r  a  fo o tb a l l  te a m . H e  v e ry  f r e q u e n tly  f in d s  h im s e lf  th e  m o d e ra to r  o f  a  s o d a l i ty  o r  o f  a  s p e e c h  

g ro u p . H e  w ill  b e  c a lle d  o n  to  m o d e ra te  th e  s c h o o l  p a p e r  o r  y e a rb o o k . T h e re  m a y  c o m e  a  t im e  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  w h e n  h e  w ill  

b e  a s k e d  to  p ro d u c e  a  p la y . O r  h e  m ig h t  b e  in  c h a rg e  o f  a n y  o n e  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  c lu b s : a  l i te ra ry  c lu b , a  l ib ra ry  c lu b , o r  s o m e  

a th le t ic  c lu b . I r e c a l l th e  n ig h t , d u r in g  m y  o w n  r e g e n c y , w h e n  th e  s u p e rio r  c a lle d  m e  in  a n d  a s k e d  m e  i f  I  k n e w  a n y th in g  

a b o u t c re d i t u n io n s . N a tu ra l ly , I to ld  h im  I h a d  n o  id e a  o f  w h a t  th e y  w e re  a l l a b o u t . W h e re u p o n  h e  in fo rm e d  m e  th a t i t  

w o u ld  b e  a d v isa b le  to  f in d  o u t  w h a t  th e y  w e re  a l l  a b o u t s in c e  I  w o u ld  b e  o rg a n iz in g  o n e  w ith in  a  w e e k  o r  s o .

T h e  s c h o la s t ic  is  c e rta in , th e n , to  f in d  h im s e lf  in v o lv e d  in  m a n y  a n d  v a r ie d  a c t iv it ie s . A n d  i t  is  h e re  th a t  h e  c o m e s  

to  k n o w  th e  b o y s  b e tte r  a n d  to  b e  b e tte r a b le  to  h e lp  th e m . I t is  h e re  e s p e c ia l ly  th a t h e  w ill p ro v e  h o w  w e ll h e  is  a b le  to  

r e d u c e  th e o ry  to  p ra c t ic e .

T h e  s c h o la s tic  f in d s  h im s e lf  in v o lv e d ,  to o , in  p le n ty  o f  m a n u a l  a n d  m e n ia l w o rk . B o y s  a re  n o t  y o u n g  la d ie s  a n d  a re  

n o t  b le s se d  o r  c u rs e d  w ith  th e ir  n e a tn e s s , [ fo o tn o te : I  r e re a d  th e s e  w o rd s  w ith  t r e p id a t io n . I  h a v e  k n o w n  th o s e  in  c h a rg e  o f  

g ir ls ’ s c h o o ls  w h o  h a v e  c la im e d  th e y  c o u ld  n e v e r  f ig u re  h o w  y o u n g  la d ie s  c o u ld  lo o k  s o  n e a t a n d  le a v e  a  ro o m  o r  a  w h o le  

s c h o o l lo o k in g  s o  s lo p p y .] S o  th e  s c h o la s t ic  w ill  f in d  h im s e lf  t im e  a n d  t im e  a g a in  c le a n in g  u p  c la ss ro o m s , s tr a ig h te n in g  o u t  

c lu b ro o m s , a n d , in  g e n e ra l , r e m o v in g  t i r e  t r a c e s  o f  th e  m a rc h in g  a rm ie s  w e  e n ro l l in  o u r  h ig h  s c h o o ls . H e  w ill  f in d  h im s e lf  

c h e c k in g  a n d  s to r in g  a n d  e v e n  w a s h in g  a th le t ic  e q u ip m e n t  a n d  o th e r  e q u ip m e n t  u s e d  a ro u n d  th e  s c h o o l . H e  w ill  f in d , to o ,  

th a t  h is  s u p e r io r s  w ill , o n  r a re  o c c a s io n s , h a v e  to  c a ll  o n  h im  to  h e lp  o u t  a ro u n d  th e  h o u s e . A n d  th e  S o c ie ty  w a tc h e s  c lo se ly  

to  s e e  h o w  h e  h a n d le s  h im s e lf  in  s u c h  h u m b le  d u tie s .

H e  w ill o f te n  f in d  h im s e lf  in v o lv e d  in  s i tu a t io n s  w h e re  h e  w ill b e  te m p te d  to  la u g h  b u t d o e sn ’t d a re . H e  m a y  

o c c a s io n a l ly  f in d  a  f r e sh m a n  im p r is o n e d  in  o n e  o f  th e  lo c k e rs  a n d  h e  m u s t  h a v e  a  s tra ig h t  f a c e  b y  th e  t im e  h e  le ts  h im  o u t .  

H e  w ill  f in d  m a n y  o f  th e  m is d e m e a n o rs  c o m m itte d  b y  h is  b o y s  s o  h u m o ro u s  th a t  i t  w ill  b e  a lm o s t im p o ss ib le  to  b a w l  th e m  

o u t  w ith  a  s tr a ig h t  f a c e ,  b u t  h e  m u s t  d o  i t . H e  c a n ’t  e v e n  r e le n t  b e c a u s e  h e  h im s e lf  m ig h t  h a v e  o n c e  d o n e  th e  s a m e  th in g . H e  

m ig h t  e v e n  f in d  h im s e lf  d o lin g  o u t  a  p u n is h m e n t  h e  w a s  o n c e  g iv e n  h im s e lf .

H e  w ill d is c o v e r , a f te r a  w h ile , o n e  v e ry  c o n so lin g  th in g  a b o u t h is  r e g e n c y . H e  w ill f in d  th a t h is  in f lu e n c e  a n d  

e x a m p le  a re  h a v in g  a  m u c h  g re a te r  e f fe c t o n  th e  b o y s  u n d e r  h is  c a re  th a n  h e  h a d  r e a l iz e d . T h e y  w ill  lo o k  to  h im  fo r  a  g re a t  

d e a l o f  c a s u a l , o f fh a n d , a lm o s t im p lic i t a d v ic e . H e  w ill d is c o v e r th a t  b o y s  w ith  v o c a t io n s  h a v e , p e rh a p s , b e g u n  to  th in k  

a lo n g  th o s e  l in e s  b e c a u s e  th e y  r e sp e c te d  h im  s o  m u c h  w h e n  th e y  w e re  f r e s h m e n . H e  w ill  p ro b a b ly  n o t r e a liz e  u n ti l y e a r s  

la te r , a s  a  p r ie s t , th a t  h is  in f lu e n c e  w a s  s tro n g ly  f e l t  b y  th e  b o y s  a ro u n d  h im , e v e n  th o u g h  n e ith e r  h e  n o r  th e y  r e a l iz e d  i t a t  

th e  t im e .

Y e s , th e  te a c h in g  y e a r s  a re  a  m a z e  o f  a c tiv i ty . T h e  s c h o la s t ic  is  o n  th e  g o  f ro m  e a r ly  m o rn in g  u n ti l la te  a t  n ig h t .  

A n d  y e t , w ith  a l l th is  a c t iv i ty , h is  e s s e n t ia l s p ir i tu a l e x e rc is e s  m u s t g o  o n  a s  u s u a l. H e  g o e s  to  M a s s  a n d  H o ly  C o m m u n io n  

e v e ry  d a y . H e m a k e s a n  h o u r ’s m e d ita t io n  e v e ry  d a y . H e  e x a m in e s h is c o n s c ie n c e tw ic e e v e ry  d a y . H e  p re p a re s h is  

m o rn in g 's  m e d ita tio n  fo r  f i f te e n  m in u te s  e v e ry  n ig h t . T h e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s  k n o w s  th a t  i t  is  s o m e w h a t m o re  d if f ic u l t  fo r  h im  

n o w  to  f i t in  a l l  h is  s p ir i tu a l e x e rc is e s . B u t  s h e  k n o w s , to o , th a t i t  is  b y  n o  m e a n s  im p o ss ib le . S h e  k n o w s  th a t  i f  h e  is  r e m is s  

in  th e s e  t i l in g s  n o w , h e  w ill  b e  ju s t  a s  r e m is s  la te r  o n  a s  a  p r ie s t . T h e  S o c ie ty  d o e s  n o t  c e n s u re  m e n  b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  w e a k  a s  

te a c h e r s  o r  w e a k  a s  d is c ip l in a r ia n s , b u t r a th e r  f in d s  th e  p ro p e r  s p o t  to  u s e  th e ir  ta le n ts . B u t s h e  d o e s  w a tc h  v e ry  c a re fu l ly  

th e ir  f a ith fu ln e s s  o r  th e  la c k  o f  i t in  k e e p in g  u p  th e ir  s p ir itu a l e x e rc is e s . R e g e n c y  is  a  t im e  o f  p ro b a t io n , a  te s t  fo r  th e  y o u n g  

J e s u it , a n d  h e  d o e s  n o t  p a s s  th a t  te s t  ju s t b y  b e in g  a  g o o d  te a c h e r . H e  p a ss e s  i t  in  p ro p o r t io n  to  h is  o b e d ie n c e , h is  g e n u in e  

h u m il i ty , h is  r e s p e c t  fo r  a u th o r i ty  n o  m a tte r  h o w  a n n o y in g  th a t a u th o r ity  m ig h t  s o m e tim e s  b e  f ro m  a  n a tu ra l  v ie w p o in t , a n d  

th e  a m o u n t o f  g e n u in e  s p ir itu a l ity  th a t h e  s h o w s . T h is  is  w h a t c o u n ts  m o s t in  th e  J e s u it ’s  c h a ra c te r . A n d  th is  is  w h a t th e  

S o c ie ty  is  w a tc h in g  fo r  m o s t  c lo s e ly .

I t  is  a  t ry in g  t im e , th e n , th is  p e r io d  o f  r e g e n c y , a n d  y e t  i t  is  a ls o  a  v e ry  h a p p y  a n d  s a t is ty  in g  t im e  fo r  th e  s c h o la s t ic . 

I t  is  h is  f i r s t  c h a n c e  to  e x e rc is e  h is  z e a l  d ire c t ly . T h e re  is  a  g re a t  th r i ll  in  b e in g  a b le  to  te a c h , to  im p a r t  k n o w le d g e  to  o th e r s .  

A n d  i t  is  th r i l l in g , to o , to  d is c o v e r  th e  w o n d e r fu l  c h a ra c te r  th a t l ie s  b e n e a th  th e  h e lte rs k e l te r  a n d  d e c e p tiv e  e x te r io r  o f  a  b o y .  



T h e  l i te ra ry  e s s a y . " W h a t I s  a  B o y ? ”  s a y s  th a t a  b o y  is  t ru th  w ith  d ir t o n  l i is  f a c e . B u t a  b o y  is  m u c h  m o re  th a n  th a t . H e  is  

t ru th  a n d  g o o d n e s s  a n d  a n  im a g e  o f  G o d . A n d  o n  l i is  f a c e  is  a  lo l m o re  th a n  d ir t .

T o  g iv e  th e  c le a re s t id e a  o f  w h a t r e g e n c y  is  l ik e  fo r  a  J e s u i t s c h o la s t ic , i t w o u ld  b e  b e s t , p e rh a p s , to  g o  th ro u g h  

s o m e  d e ta ils  o f  m y  o w n  r e g e n c y . T h e re  is  o n e  d is a d v a n ta g e  to  t l iis .  a n d  th a t  is  th a t  I  d id  n o t  te a c h  in  a n  A m e r ic a n  s c h o o l  b u t  

h a d  th e  r a re  p r iv i le g e  o f  b e in g  s e n t a s  a  s c h o la s t ic  to  te a c h  a t S t. J o h n ’s  C o lle g e , o u r  s c h o o l in  B e liz e . B r it is h  H o n d u ra s , in  

C e n tra l A m e ric a . T ru ly , a b o o k  c o u ld  b e  w ritte n  a b o u t th o s e th re e  y e a rs . B u t I w ill c o n f in e m y s e lf o n ly  to  w h a t a  

s c h o la s t ic ’s  l i f e  w a s  l ik e  in  g e n e ra l . A n d . fo r  th e  m o s t p a r t, i t  w a s  m u c h  th e  s a m e  a s  th e  l i f e  o f  a  te a c h in g  s c h o la s t ic  in  th e

Ώ  4 /- ’ V  1 ’* L f* ’* * ’ J *

Afloat T Π - f

U n ite d  S ta te s .

A  ty p ic a l d a y  fo r  a  J e s u i t s c h o la s t ic  in  B e liz e  w e n t s o m e th in g  l ik e  t l i is : A t 5 :3 0  e v e ry  m o rn in g  w e  h a d  M a s s  fo r  

o u rs e lv e s . (N a tu ra l ly , t l iis  p re s u m e d  th a t o n e  w a s  o u t o f  b e d  a n d  a m b u la to ry , e v e n  i f  n o t fu l ly  a w a k e .)  B e tw e e n  6  a n d  7  

a .m .. I  w o u ld  c h e c k  a t te n d a n c e  o f  th e  c o lle g e  b o y s  a t  tw o  M a ss e s  in  th e  c a th e d ra l . A t 7  o ’c lo c k  I  h a d  b re a k fa s t ,  a n d  a t  7 :2 0  I  

w a s  b a c k  a t  th e  c a th e d ra l h e rd in g  th e  b o y s  in s id e  fo r  a n o th e r  M a s s . T li is  c la s s  e n d e d  e a r ly  e n o u g h  to  p e rm it  c la s s  to  s ta r t  a t  

8  o ’c lo c k , a n d  c la s se s  w e re  f ro m  8  to  1 2  e v e ry  d a y . A t 1 2  o ’c lo c k , w e  w o u ld  g e t s o m e th in g  to  e a t . a n d  I  w o u ld  s p e n d  th e  

r e s t o f  th e  t im e  u n ti l 3  o ’c lo c k  r e p a ir in g  a n d  g e ttin g  in  s h a p e  o u r  a th le tic  e q u ip m e n t , b a sk e tb a l ls , s o c c e r  b a lls , b a s e b a l ls ,  

c r ic k e t  b a lls , g o a l  p o s ts , b a s k e tb a l l u n ifo rm s , a n d  ju s t  a b o u t  e v e ry th in g  e lse . F ro m  3  u n ti l 4 :3 0  w e  w o u ld  p re fe c t  tw o  y a rd s , 

a  f ie ld  a b o u t tw o  m ile s  a w a y  w h e re  th e  b o y s  p la y e d  s o c c e r , a n d  th e  g y m . U s u a lly  th e re  w e re  o n ly  tw o  o r  th re e  o f  u s  to  

w a tc h  th e s e  fo u r  p la c e s . S o m e  t r ic k !  P re fe c t in g  th e  y a rd s  m e a n t  n o t  o n ly  s u p e rv is in g  o u r  o w n  b o y s  b u t  k ic k in g  o u t  s tra n g e r s  

w h o  w a n d e re d  in  w h o  h a d  n o  b u s in e ss  th e re . S o m e tim e s  th e y  h a d  to  b e  r e m in d e d  th a t th e y  w e re  u n w e lc o m e  a n d  fo r  t l i is  

p u rp o s e  v a r io u s  te c h n ic s  a c c o rd in g  to  a g e , s iz e , a n d  s e x  w e re  e m p lo y e d . A t 5 :3 0  I w o u ld  a g a in  g e t s o m e th in g  to  e a t a n d  

th e n , m u c h  o f  th e  t im e , h a v e  p la y  p ra c t ic e  f ro m  6  to  7  in  th e  e v e n in g . S in c e  o u r  b o y s  w e re  in  s tu d y  h a ll  f ro m  6  to  9  e a c h  

n ig h t . I  h a d  s o m e  m o re  p re fe c tin g , t l iis  t im e  in  th e  s tu d y  h a ll  f ro m  8  to  9  a t  n ig h t . F ro m  9  o ’c lo c k  o n , I  w a s  f r e e  to  p e r fo rm  

m y  s p ir i tu a l e x e rc is e s , p re p a re  fo r c la s s , c o r re c t p a p e rs , a n d  p re p a re  fo r a n y  o th e r e x tra c u rr ic u la r a c t iv i tie s d e m a n d in g  

a t te n t io n . I t  w a s  o u r  c u s to m , to o . in  B e liz e , to  l is te n  to  th e  A m e r ic a n  n e w s  o n  th e  r a d io  a t 1 0  o ’c lo c k  a n d  th e n  s t ic k  a ro u n d  

fo r  a  l i t t le  r e c re a t io n . I t  w a s  g o o d  to  s i t a ro u n d  a n d  r e la x  fo r  a  f e w  m in u te s  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  d a y  w ith  o n e ’s  c o m p a n io n s .

O u r  te a c h in g  s c h e d u le , to o . w a s  q u ite  b ro a d . I . fo r  e x a m p le , ta u g h t th ird - a n d  fo u r th -y e a r  L a tin , th ird -  a n d  fo u r th -  

y e a r  E n g lis h  a n d  s p e e c h , s e c o n d -y e a r  A rith m e tic . A lg e b ra . G e o m e try , a n d  E n g lish ,  f i r s t-y e a r S p a n ish , a n d  P re p  G e o g ra p h y .  

In  th ird  a n d  fo u r th  y e a r s , in  o u r  p a r tic u la r  s e tu p . L a tin  a n d  E n g lis h  c o u rs e s  w e re  c h a n g e d  e a c h  y e a r , s o  th a t th e  te a c h e r  

n e v e r  r e p e a te d  th e  s a m e  t i l in g  h e  h a d  ta u g h t  th e  y e a r  b e fo re . O n e  y e a r  h e  w o u ld  te a c h  L iv y , th e  n e x t  y e a r  C ic e ro ’s  Letters, 

a n d  s o  fo r th . I t  w a s  r e a l ly  a  l ib e ra l  e d u c a t io n  fo r  th e  te a c h e r .

N u m e ro u s  e x tra c u r r ic u la r  a c t iv i t ie s  a ls o  c u t in to  o u r  t im e . T h e re  w e re  p la y s  a n d  e n te r ta in m e n ts , " fu n  n ig h ts .”  a n d  



s o m e tim e s  d a n c e s , [ fo o tn o te : A  " fu n  n ig h t”  is  a n  o rg y  e n jo y e d  im m e n s e ly  b y  o u r  o th e rw is e  d ig n if ie d  s tu d e n ts  a n d  n o  fu n  a t  

a l l fo r  th e  s c h o la s t ic s .] W e  p u b lis h e d  a  m o n th ly  n e w s  m a g a z in e ,  w h ic h  a t t im e s  r e a c h e d  th e  s iz e  o f  th ir ty - s ix  p a g e s . T h e re  

w e re  c e r ta in  a n n u a l  e v e n ts  to  p re p a re  fo r . s u c h  a s  g ra d u a tio n  a n d  s c h o la r s h ip  r e p o r ts  a n d  s a m p le s  o r  s p e c im e n s  o f  w h a t o u r  

in c ip ie n t g e n iu s e s  h a d  a c c o m p lish e d  to  d a te  to  b e  s h o w n  th e  p a re n ts . T h e re  w a s  th e  a n n u a l f ie ld  d a y . w h ic h  to o k  s e v e ra l  

w e e k s ' p re p a ra t io n  a n d  w h ic h  th e  e n tir e  c i ty  a t te n d e d . T h e re  w a s . in  s h o r t , e n o u g h  to  k e e p  a  m a n  b u s y .

R e g e n c y  in  B e liz e  w a s . p e rh a p s , th e  h a p p ie s t p e r io d  I . fo r  o n e . h a v e  e v e r  k n o w n . T h is  w a s  d u e  la rg e ly  to  th e  

w o n d e r fu l  J e s u i t c o m m u n ity  th e re , w ith  th e ir  g re a t  c h a r i ty . I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  m e n tio n  e a c h  o n e  o f  th e m , b u t  o b v io u s ly  c a n n o t . 

I m u s t , h o w e v e r , m e n tio n  w ith  g ra t i tu d e  B is h o p  D a v id  H ic k e y , w h o  w a s  m y  s u p e rio r  fo r  th re e  y e a r s  th e re , a n d  w h o  w a s  

c o m p le te ly  f a ir , h u m a n , a n d  in s p ir in g  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e .

I m a d e  m a n y  f r ie n d s  th e re  w h o  a re  s ti l l v e ry  c lo s e  to  m e  e v e n  th o u g h  a  g re a t d is ta n c e  s e p a ra te s  u s . A m o n g  th e m  

a re  E r ic  R u s s e l l , N a c h o  V a ld e s . E d g a r G e g g . a n d  L e e  A n d e rso n . T h e y  a re  n o t o n ly  g re a t  f r ie n d s  b u t . I  th in k , g re a t  m e n  a s  

w e ll .

W e  h a d  o u r  s h a re  o f  r e c re a t io n , to o . in  B e liz e , d u r in g  v a c a t io n s  a n d . w h e n  w e  c o u ld  s n a tc h  th e  t im e  —  w h ic h  

w a sn 't  v e ry  o f te n  —  o n  w e e k  e n d s . W e  k n e w  th e  th r i l l o f  s a i lin g  a n d  f ish in g  a n d  s w im m in g  in  th e  C a r ib b e a n . D u r in g  th e  

s u m m e r, a s  I m e n tio n e d  in  th e  p re v io u s  c h a p te r , w e  s p e n t  tw o  o r  t lu e e  w e e k s  a t  o n e  o f  th e  c a y e s  (o r  is la n d s ) , a t S a n  P e d ro ,  

a b o u t th ir ty  m ile s  n o r th  o f  B e liz e , o r  a t a  r a n c h  a t O ra n g e  W a lk . O c c a s io n a l ly , to o . in  th e  s u m m e r , w e  v is ite d  th e  b u s h  

m is s io n s  w h e re  s o m e  n a tiv e  d io c e s a n  p r ie s ts  a n d  th e  J e s u it f a th e rs  d o  h e ro ic  w o rk . J u s t h o w  h e ro ic  i t w a s . i t  w a s  g o o d  fo r  

u s  to  d is c o v e r  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r . I c a n  s t i l l  p ic tu re  m y  g o o d  f r ie n d .  F a th e r  P h il P ic k , g o in g  u p -c o u n try  in  a  n e w  a rm y  t ru c k  

w h ic h  w a s  lu c k ily  e q u ip p e d  w ith  a n  o p e n  tu r re t . I s a y  " lu c k ily ”  b e c a u s e  F a th e r  P h il is  a  v e ry  ta ll  m a n  a n d  in  o rd e r  to  b e
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c o m fo r ta b le  h e  h a d  to  s t ic k  h is  h e a d  o u t  o f  th e  tu r re t .

T e a c h in g  in  B e liz e  w a s a  r a re e x p e rie n c e : b u t r e g e n c y  a n y w h e re is a r a re e x p e r ie n c e . I t is o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  

im p o r ta n t  p a r ts  o f  th e  y o u n g  J e s u it s  t r a in in g , s o  m u c h  s o  th a t h e  w ill n o t  b e  a d m it te d  to  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e o lo g y  u n ti l h e  h a s  

g iv e n  s a tis fa c tio n  in  h is  r e g e n c y . A n d  th e  s a tis fa c tio n  c o m e s , n o t  f ro m  I r is  g re a t s u c c e ss  a s  a  te a c h e r , b u t  f ro m  lu s  h u m b le  

o b e d ie n c e , h is  f a ith fu ln e s s  a s  a  J e s u i t .



VII

A S  I ro d e  a  r a th e r s lu g g ish  t r a in  th ro u g h  th e  e a s y g o in g  S o u th , o n  m y  w a y  h o m e  f ro m  B e liz e  a f te r  th re e  y e a r s  o f  

r e g e n c y , I  lo o k e d  a ro u n d  a t  e v e ry th in g  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  h a d  to  s h o w , a s  th o u g h  i t  w e re  a l l n e w  to  m e . T h e  s c e n e ry  o u ts id e  

th e  t r a in  w in d o w  w a s s o  m u c h  d if fe re n t f ro m  a n y th in g  o u ts id e  th e  c o u n try  th a t I c o u ld n ’t  b e lie v e i t w a s  t ru e . A n d , o f  

c o u rs e , th e  p e o p le  lo o k e d  d if fe re n t, to o . W ith o u t  d e tra c t in g  in  a n y  w a y  f ro m  th e  w o n d e r fu l  p e o p le  o f  B r it is h  H o n d u ra s , I  

m u s t  s a y  m y  o w n  A m e r ic a n  c o u n try m e n  lo o k e d  g re a t  to  m e . A t  o n e  s ta g e  o f  th e  jo u rn e y , I  fo u n d  m y s e lf  s i t t in g  a c ro s s  f ro m  

a  y o u n g  la d y  a n d  a  y o u n g  m a n  a b o u t  m y  a g e , w h o  w e re  d e e p  in  d is c u s s io n . I t  s e e m e d  th a t  th e  y o u n g  m a n  w a s  a  fu l l- f le d g e d  

m in is te r  a n d  th a t  h is  c o m p a n io n  w a s  c u r io u s  a b o u t  h is  c o u rse  o f  s tu d ie s .

“ H o w  lo n g  m u s t  y o u  s tu d y  to  b e c o m e  a  m in is te r? ”  s h e  a s k e d .

“ I t  ta k e s  u s  fo u r  y e a r s ,”  h e  to ld  h e r . “ A fte r  o u r  o th e r  s c h o o lin g , o f  c o u rse .

“ O th e r  s c h o o lin g ? ”  s h e  a s k e d  h im .

“ O h  y e s . W e  m u s t  h a v e  f in is h e d  h ig h  s c h o o l  b e fo re  w e  b e g in  o u r  m in is te r ia l  s tu d ie s ."

H e  th e n  n o tic e d  m y  R o m a n  c o lla r  a n d  w h a t I  im a g in e  w a s  m y  r e la t iv e  y o u th  a t th e  t im e  ( I  w a s  n e a r in g  m y  tw e n ty -  

n in th  b ir th d a y ) , a n d  a s k e d  m e . " A n d  h o w  lo n g  d o  y o u  h a v e  to  s tu d y ? ”

“ F if te e n  y e a rs ."  I  to ld  h im . “ T h ir te e n  b e fo re  o rd in a t io n  a n d  tw o  a f te r .”

T h e  y o u n g  la d y  w a s  p ro p e r ly  s h o c k e d . “ F if te e n  y e a r s !”  s h e  e x c la im e d . “ D o e s n 't  th a t  s e e m  a n  a w fu lly  lo n g  t im e ? ”

I d id n ’t m e a n  to  b e  a b ru p t , b u t I w a s  t i r e d  f ro m  m y  t r ip . “ I r e a l ly  d o n ’t k n o w ,”  I to ld  h e r  w e a ri ly . “ I ’v e  o n ly  

f in is h e d  te n  o f  th e m .”

T h e y  le f t  m e  s o o n  a f te r  th a t . W e  h a d  n o  o c c a s io n  to  a d d  to  th e  c o n v e rs a t io n .

I t is  t ru e  th a t  i t  ta k e s  f i f te e n  y e a r s  to  h a tc h  o u t a  J e su i t . T w o  y e a r s  o f  N o v it ia te , tw o  o f  J u n io ra te , th re e  y e a r s  o f  

p h ilo s o p h y , th re e  y e a r s  o f  te a c h in g , fo u r  y e a rs  o f  th e o lo g y , a n d  a  f in a l  y e a r  c a lle d  “ T e r t ia n sh ip .”  B u t  I  w o u ld  b e  w ill in g  to  

b e t  a g a in s t a l l  c o m e rs  th a t  i t is  th e  f a s te s t  f i f te e n -y e a r  t r a in in g  in  e x is te n c e . O n e  r e a so n  fo r  th is  is , o f  c o u rs e , th a t  i t  is  s o  w e ll 

b ro k e n  u p  in to  d if fe re n t  a n d  v a ry in g  s ta g e s . B u t  th e  m a in  r e a so n  p ro b a b ly  is  th a t w h e n  o n e  h a s  a  d e f in i te  p u rp o s e  in  m in d  

a n d  s e e s  th e  n e c e ss i ty  fo r  e v e ry  b it  o f  t r a in in g  in  o rd e r  to  a t ta in  th a t  p u rp o se , h e  d o e s  n o t  f in d  th a t  th e  t im e  h e  u s e s  is  lo n g  o r  

s e e m in g ly  w a s te d . O n  th e  c o n tra ry , th e re  a re  t im e s  w h e n  h e  is  u n e a s i ly  a w a re  th a t  h e  s im p ly  c a n n o t  c o v e r  a l l  h e  w o u ld  w is h  

to  c o v e r  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  h is  p re p a ra t io n .

T h e  c o u rs e  o f  t r a in in g  in  th e  S o c ie ty  s e e m s  to  m e  a t  th is  t im e , a s  I  lo o k  b a c k  u p o n  i t , to  b e  a s  in te l le c tu a l ly  e f f ic ie n t  

a s  p o s s ib le . A n d  th o u g h  w e  m a y  e r r  f ro m  t im e  to  t im e  in  o v e re m p h a s iz in g  o r  d e -e m p h a s iz in g  th e  in te lle c tu a l  e le m e n t  in  o u r  

l iv e s , m u c h  a s  s o m e  c o lle g e s  o v e r- s tr e s s  o r  u n d e r - s tr e s s  a th le t ic s  p e r io d ic a lly , th e  b a la n c e  is  u s u a l ly  p re t ty  w e ll p re se rv e d . 

In  th e  N o v it ia te , th e  y o u n g  J e s u i t la y s  a  fo u n d a tio n , a  tw o -y e a r  fo u n d a tio n , o f  a  fu tu re  s p ir i tu a l l i f e  th a t is  to  la s t to  h is  

d e a th b e d . H a v in g  la id  t l iis  fo u n d a tio n , h e  b e g in s  to  b u ild  a n  in te l le c tu a l s tru c tu re  u p o n  i t . In  th e  J u n io ra te , h e  c o n c e n tra te s  

u p o n  th e  c la s s ic s , u p o n  la n g u a g e s  a n d  th e  a r ts . In  th e  P h ilo so p h a te , h e  a d d s a n o th e r s to ry  to  th e  s tru c tu re , b y  s tu d y in g  

c a u se s , th e  w h a t  a n d  th e  w h y  o f  th in g s . H a v in g  a b s o rb e d  tw o  y e a r s  o f  s p ir i tu a l t r a in in g  a n d  f iv e  y e a r s  o f  m o re  in te l le c tu a l 

t r a in in g , h e  is  g iv e n  a  th re e -y e a r  p e r io d  to  le t a l l h e  h a s  le a rn e d  s o  f a r  s in k  in  a n d  s e t t le  a n d  to  s e e  i f  h e  c a n  m a k e  u s e  o f  

w h a t  h e  h a s  p u t  to g e th e r  s o  f a r . H a v in g  s p e n t  th re e  y e a r s  d o in g  th is , h e  ta k e s  u p  th e  f in a l s ta g e  a n d  th e  c u lm in a t io n  o f  a l l b is  

s tu d ie s , a ro u n d  w h ic h  e v e ry th in g  e ls e  c e n te r s : th e  s tu d y  o f  th e o lo g y '. I t is  d u r in g  th is  p e r io d  th a t h e  s e e s  th e  r e a s o n  fo r  

h a v in g  s tu d ie d  e v e ry  th in g  th a t  w e n t  b e fo re  a n d  th a t  h e  e s ta b l ish e s  in  h is  o w n  m in d  m o re  s o l id  r e a s o n s  fo r  h is  f a ith  a n d  fo r  

h is  v e ry  v o c a t io n . In d e e d , I  a m  c o n v in c e d  th a t  m o s t  J e s u i ts  r e a l ly  s e e  fo r  th e  f i rs t  t im e  d u r in g  th e o lo g y ' th e  t r e m e n d o u s  t i r in g  

th a t th e ir  v o c a t io n  is . A n d  i t is  a ls o  h e re  fo r  th e  f i rs t  t im e , p e rh a p s , th a t I r is  v o c a t io n  g a in s  e n o rm o u s  s tre n g th  a n d  g re a te r  

c la r i ty .

B e s id e s  b e in g  in te l le c tu a l ly  e f f ic ie n t , th e  J e s u it  c o u rs e  o f  s tu d y  is  a ls o  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  p e r fe c t . T h e  y o u n g  J e su i t  

l iv e s  m u c h  l ik e  a  m o n k  in  th e  N o v it ia te  a n d  n o t  a  rv h o le  lo t  d if fe re n t ly  in  th e  J u n io ra te . F o r  h im  th e re  a re  n o y v  tw o  w o r ld s :  

th a t o f  I r is  r e l ig io u s  l i f e  a n d  th e  o n e  h e  r e fe r s  to , in  q u o ta t io n  m a rk s , a s  “ th e  w o r ld ,”  th e  o n e  h e  h a s  fo r s a k e n . B u t in  th e  

J u n io ra te  h e  d o e s  ta k e  o n e  s m a ll s te p  to w a rd  g o in g  b a c k  in to  th e  rv o r ld  h e  h a s  le f t , w ith  th e  s p ir itu a l i ty  h e  h a s  a c c u m u la te d  

in  th e  N o v it ia te . H e  is  m o re  f r e e  a n d  h is  m in d  is  a b s o rb e d , n o t  w ith  s p ir i tu a l th in g s  a t  e v e ry ' m o m e n t, b u t .  fo r  a  g re a t  p a r t o f  

th e  d a y . w ith  h is  s tu d ie s . H e  ta k e s  a n o th e r  s te p  a n d  a  lo n g e r  o n e  b a c k  in to  th e  w o r ld  w h e n  h e  le a v e s  F lo r is sa n t  to  g o  in  to  S t.  

L o u is  U n iv e r s i ty  fo r  th e  s tu d y  o f  p h ilo s o p h y . H e re , h e  w a lk s  o n c e - fa m il ia r s tr e e ts , s e e s  a g a in  a  w e ll-k n o y v n  s k y l in e , a n d  



m e e ts  o n c e  m o re  h is  fo rm e r  a c q u a in ta n c e s . B u t th e re  is  a  d if fe re n c e . B y  th is  t im e  h e  h a s  b e e n  t r a in e d  v e ry  in te n s e ly  in  

s p ir i tu a l t i l in g s , a n d  th e  s u r ro u n d in g s  h e  h a s  le f t n o  lo n g e r  c la im  h im . H is  r e la t io n  n o w  to  h is  fo rm e r  w o r ld  is  to  b e  o n e  o f  

g iv in g  n o t  o f  ta k in g . I t ta k e s  h im  a  l i t t le  w h ile  to  g e t  u s e d  to  i t a g a in , w ith  h is  n e w  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  i t  a n d , in c id e n ta l ly , i ts  

n e w  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  h im . B u t  h e  g ra d u a lly  b e g in s  to  d o  s o .

T h e n , w h e n  h e  g o e s  o u t  te a c h in g , h e  is  n o t  o n ly  in  th e  m id s t o f  h is  fo rm e r  s o r t  o f  s u r ro u n d in g s  b u t  is  w o rk in g  a n d  

te a c h in g  in  th e  m id s t o f  th e m . H e  is  n o  lo n g e r  in  a  m o n a s t ic  a tm o sp h e re . H is  l i f e  is  m u c h  m o re  f r e e  n o w  th a n  i t  w a s  w h e n  

h e  w a s  a  p h ilo s o p h e r , a n d  h e  m u s t , b y  th is  t im e , h a v e  o v e rc o m e  w h a te v e r  s h y n e ss  h e  h a d  to w a rd  th e  w o r ld . A s  a  r e g e n t , h e  

is  p ra c t ic in g  th e  J e s u i t l i f e  o f  g iv in g  b a c k  w h a t h e  h a s  b e e n  ta u g h t , o f  le t t in g  h is  in te r io r l i f e  f lo w  o v e r  in to  th e  e x te r io r  

a p o s to la te . A fte r  h is  te a c h in g , h e  g o e s  b a c k  to  th e o lo g y ' to  a d d  th e  f in a l  to u c h e s  to  h is  t r a in in g  a n d  to  b e  o rd a in e d  a  p r ie s t , s o  

th a t h e  c a n  n o t o n ly  te a c h  o th e r s  b u t  h e lp  to  s a n c t ify  th e m  a s  w e ll , w ith  th e  s a c ra m e n ts  a n d  w ith  a l l  th e  p o w e rs  C h r is t h a s  

v e s te d  in  H is  p r ie s ts .

T h e  e n tir e  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  —  e a c h  s ta g e  o f  i t —  p ro v id e s  s o m e  s o r t o f  t r ia l fo r  th e  J e su i t . A n d  in c lu d e d  in  e a c h  

s ta g e  a re  v a r io u s  t r ia ls  w ith in  t r ia ls . T h e s e  a re  k n o w n  a s  “ p ro b a t io n s .”

T h e  w h o le  N o v it ia te  is  a  p e r io d  d u r in g  w h ic h  th e  y o u n g  m a n  m u s t  b e  te s te d , in  o rd e r  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  h e  w ill  

b e  a b le  to  b e  a  J e s u it  o r  n o t . T h a t  is  o n e  o f  i ts  p u rp o se s .  D u r in g  th e  N o v it ia te , m a n y  p ro b a t io n s  o r  t r ia ls  a re  g iv e n  to  p re p a re  

h im  fo r  h is  fu tu re  J e s u it  l i f e  a n d  to  s e e  to  i t th a t n o n e  o f  th e  d if f ic u l t ie s  th a t  w ill la te r  f a c e  h im  a re  e x a c t ly  h id d e n  f ro m  h is  

e y e s . H e  is  t r ie d  in  h u m ili ty ', to  s e e  i f  h e  w ill  b e  h u m b le  e n o u g h  in  h is  fu tu re  l i f e  a s  a  J e su i t . F o r  th is  t r a in in g , v a r io u s  m e a n s  

a re  u s e d , s u c h  a s  th e  m e n ia l  jo b s  h e  is  g iv e n  a ro u n d  th e  h o u s e  — w a s h in g  d ish e s , s w e e p in g  f lo o rs , a n d  s o  fo r th . T h e re  is , a t  

p re s e n t , w h a t is  c a lle d  a  h o s p ita l  p ro b a t io n , d u r in g  w h ic h  t im e  th e  n o v ic e s  s p e n d  s o m e  t im e  in  a  p o o r  h o s p ita l , p e r fo rm in g  

h u m b le  ta sk s  fo r  th e  s ic k . T h e  lo n g  th ir ty -d a y  r e tr e a t is  a n o th e r  p ro b a t io n , to  t ry a  p e rs o n 's  a b il i ty  to  a c q u ire  th e  s p ir i tu a l i ty  

n e c e s s a ry ' fo r  s u c c e s s fu l  l iv in g  o f  th e  J e s u it  l i f e . T h e  n o v ic e  is  a ls o  s e n t  to  l iv e  fo r  a  m o n th  a m o n g  th e  b ro th e r s , d o in g , w ith  

th e m , th e  s a m e  w o rk  th e y  d o . H e  w ill  k n o w . d u r in g  th is  t r ia l ,  ju s t  h o w  m u c h  h u m il i ty ’ h e  r e a l ly  h a s .

In  g e n e ra l , th e  N o v it ia te  is  the t im e  o f  t r ia l . A t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  N o v it ia te , o n e  p ro n o u n c e s  p e rp e tu a l  v o w s . S o m e  w ill  

h a v e  th o u g h t  t i l in g s  o v e r  b y th is  t im e  a n d  d e c id e d  th a t th is  l i f e  is  n o t  fo r  th e m . O c c a s io n a lly , th e  S o c ie ty  w ill  d e c id e  th a t a  

c e r ta in  c a n d id a te  is  u n s u ite d  fo r  h e r  l i f e . B u t. i f  b o th  th e  n o v ic e  a n d  th e  S o c ie ty  a re  r e a s o n a b ly s u re  o f  h is  f i tn e s s , h e  is  

a l lo w e d  to  p ro n o u n c e  h is  p e rp e tu a l  v o w s .

T h e re  is , h o w e v e r , th e  e x c e p tio n a l c a s e  o f  o n e  w h o  is  d e c e iv e d  in  h is  N o v it ia te  fo r  o n e  r e a s o n  o r  a n o th e r , w h o  

c o n s id e re d  h im s e lf  f i t a n d  w illin g  to  l iv e  th e  J e su i t  l i f e  fo re v e r , o n ly  to  f in d , p e rh a p s  in  th e  J u n io ra te . a n d  m o re  o f te n  in  th e  

P h ilo so p h a te , th a t th is  l i f e  is  n o t  fo r  h im , th a t  h e  h a s  m a d e  a  m is ta k e . In  th is  c a s e , a f te r  th e  S o c ie ty  h a s  e x a m in e d  th e  c a se  

a n d  h a s s e e n  th a t h e  r e a l ly l ia s m a d e  a  m is ta k e , th a t th is l i f e  is n o t fo r  h im , a n d  th a t h e  w ill b e  m u c h  s a fe r in  a n o th e r  

v o c a t io n , a  d is p e n s a tio n  f ro m  h is  v o w s  c a n  b e  a n d  is  p ro c u re d . F o r tu n a te ly , s u c h  c a s e s  a re  r e la t iv e ly  r a re . M o re  o f  th o s e  

w h o  le a v e  d o  s o  f ro m  th e  N o v it ia te  th a n  f ro m  a n y  o th e r  s ta g e  o f  th e  S o c ie ty ’s  t r a in in g . S ti l l , s o m e  d o  d e p a r t b e tw e e n  th e  

e n d  o f  th e  N o v it ia te  a n d  o rd in a t io n . I t w o u ld  b e  v e ry s u rp r is in g  w e re  i t o th e rw ise . W e  a re n o t in fa l l ib le , n o r a re  th e  

S o c ie ty ’s  s u p e rio r s  in fa l l ib le .

A g a in , th e  te a c h in g  y e a r s , w h ile  e n jo y a b le , a re  a  p e r io d  o f  t r ia l o r  p ro b a t io n  fo r  th e  y  o u n g  J e su i t . H e  m a y  f in d , a s  

h e  p ra c t ic e s  th e  te a c h in g  w o rk  o f  th e  S o c ie ty , th a t h e  d id  m a k e  a  m is ta k e  a n d  th a t th is  w o rk  is  n o t  fo r  h im . H e  m a y , o f  

c o u rs e , f in d  th a t th e  c a l l o f  th e  w  o r ld  h e  h a s  le f t is  to o  s tro n g  fo r  h im  to  r e s is t  s a fe ly  . In  th is  c a s e , h e  w ill  b e  d is p e n s e d  f ro m  

h is  v o w s . T h e re  is  th e  e x tre m e ly  r a re  c a s e  w h e re  th e  S o c ie ty f in d s  th a t h e  is  n o t f i tte d  fo r  h e r  w o rk  o r  h e r  l i f e  a n d  th e n  h e  

w ill  b e  a s k e d  to  t ry ' a n o th e r  s o r t  o f  l i f e .

E v e n  d u r in g  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e o lo g y ', th e re  a re  s o m e  w h o  d e c id e  th a t  th e  J e s u it l i f e  is  n o t  fo r  th e m . E v e n  a f te r  tw e lv e  

o r  th ir te e n  y e a r s  in  th e  S o c ie ty ', th e re  a re  s o m e  w h o , im m e d ia te ly  b e fo re  o rd in a tio n , d e c id e  n o t  to  g o  o n . A n d  i t is  a  w ise  

th in g , e v e n  th e n , i f  o n e  d e c id e s  th is  w a y , a f te r  th e  r ig h t a m o u n t  o f  th o u g h t , p ra y  e r , a n d  a d v ic e , to  a c t u p o n  i t . O n e  c a n  b e  

d is p e n se d  e v e n  f ro m  p e rp e tu a l  v o w s ,  b u t  o n e  c a n n o t  b e  d is p e n se d  f ro m  th e  p r ie s th o o d  a n d  i ts  o b lig a t io n s . I  d o  n o t  k n o w  th e  

r a te  o f  o c c u r re n c e  o f  s u c h  c a s e s , b u t  f ro m  w h a t  I  d o  k n o w  o f  th e m , I  w o u ld  s a y  th e re  is  a b o u t o n e  e v e ry  tw o  o r  th re e  y e a r s  

in  t i r e  M iss o u r i  P ro v in c e .

S ti ll  m o re  r a re ly , a  J e s u it  p r ie s t  w ill  f in d  th e  o b e d ie n c e  o r  r e g u la r i ty ' o r  s o m e  o th e r  s u c h  o b lig a t io n  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  

u n s u ite d  to  h is  te m p e ra m e n t , a n d  w ill d e c id e  to  le a v e  to  l iv e  th e  l i f e  o f  a  d io c e s a n  p r ie s t . T h e n , a s  b e fo re , h e  w ill b e  

d is p e n se d  f ro m  h is  v o w  s  w ith o u t  a n y  s t ig m a  a t ta c h e d  a n d  w ill  ta k e  u p  th e  l i f e  o f  a  s e c u la r  p r ie s t  u n d e r  a  b is h o p . A g a in , th is  

is  a  r a re  o c c u r re n c e .

E v e n  m o re  r a re , th a n k  G o d , is  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  p r ie s t  w h o  d e c id e s  to  d e s e r t I r is  p r ie s th o o d . T h e  p r ie s th o o d  c a n n o t,  o f  

c o u rs e , b e  d e s e r te d  n o r  d is p e n se d  f ro m , a n d  a l l  w e  c a n  d o  fo r  th o s e  w h o  t ry ' i t  is  p ra y  fo r  th e ir  s o u ls . F o r tu n a te ly , th e re  m a y  



b e  o n ly  o n e  c a s e  l ik e  th is  in  a  g e n e ra t io n . I t  is  to o  b a d  th a t  th e re  a re  a n y  a t  a l l.  b u t  w e  c a n ’t  m a k e  o v e r  h u m a n  n a tu re  o r  th e  

la w  o f  a v e ra g e s .

W h y  is  i t , h u m a n  n a tu re  b e in g  w h a t i t  is  a n d  o u r  l i f e  b e in g  a s  d if f ic u l t fo r  h u m a n  n a tu re  a s  i t is , th a t  m o s t o f  u s  

p e rse v e re , k e e p  g o in g  in  w h a t m ig h t  b e  c a lle d  a n  u n n a tu ra l s o r t o f  l i f e ?  N o n e  o f  u s  c a n  g iv e  a n  a d e q u a te  a n s w e r  to  th a t  

q u e s t io n , e x c e p t th a t w e  k n o w  th a t th is  is  o u r  l i f e , o u r  v o c a t io n , to  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  b e e n  c a lle d , a n d  th a t , th o u g h  th e re  a re  

s o m e tim e s  s e v e re  te m p ta t io n s , i t  is  w o r th  a n y  s tru g g le , a n y  s a c r if ic e  o f  o u r  n a tu ra l  d e s ire s ,  to  r e s is t  th e m  a n d  to  p e rs e v e re  in  

th e  l i f e  w e  h a v e  c h o s e n . W e  k n o w , a b o v e  a l l, th a t b y  o u rs e lv e s  w e  w o u ld  n e v e r  b e  a b le  to  m a k e  i t . B u t w e  r e a l iz e  th a t ,  

h e lp in g  u s  a t e v e ry  m o m e n t, is  th e  g ra c e  o f  G o d , w h ic h  k e e p s  u s  o n  th e  r ig h t t r a c k  a n d  p ro te c ts  u s  f ro m  th in g s  th a t  w o u ld  

o th e rw is e  b e  to o  m u c h  fo r  u s . E v e ry b o d y  h a s  to  s a c r if ic e  some n a tu ra l  e le m e n ts  to  a c h ie v e  h is  s u p e rn a tu ra l g o a l  a n y h o w .

W h y  is  i t , th o u g h , th a t th e re  a re  s o m e  w h o  d o  n o t p e rs e v e re  b u t w h o  le a v e  th e  S o c ie ty  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  th e ir  

s tu d ie s?  I  a m  c e rta in  th a t  I  c o u ld  n e v e r  e x h a u s t  th e  r e a so n s  fo r  th e ir  le a v in g . T h e  r e a so n  is  n e v e r  m a d e  p u b lic , fo r  o n e  th in g ,  

b u t c a n  o n ly  b e  g u e s s e d  a t . T h e re  a re , h o w e v e r , c e r ta in  fu n d a m e n ta l r e a so n s  w h ic h  a re , I a m  s u re , g e n e r ic a l ly  a t le a s t ,  

b e h in d  a  m a n ’s  d e c id in g  th a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  w a n t  to  l iv e  th e  J e s u it  l i f e  a n y  lo n g e r .

T h e re c o u ld  b e , fo r e x a m p le , c e r ta in  d if f ic u l t ie s  to  th e  J e s u it l i f e  w h ic h  w o u ld  b e c o m e  in s u rm o u n ta b le  i f  o n e  

a l lo w e d  th e m  to  b e c o m e  s o . B y  th is  I m e a n  s im p ly  th a t th e  o rd in a ry  J e s u i t , l iv in g  h is o rd in a ry  lif e , d o e s n o t le t s m a ll  

d if f ic u l t ie s  p re y  u p o n  h is  m in d . B u t  th e  p e rs o n  w h o  is  w a v e r in g  in  h is  v o c a t io n , w h o  b e g in s  to  th in k  th a t  h e  is  in  th e  w ro n g  

s p o t , w ill a l lo w  th e  m in o r  d if f ic u l t ie s  h e  e n c o u n te rs  to  b e c o m e  e n la rg e d  in  h is  m in d  u n ti l th e y  a re  in s u rm o u n ta b le . F o r  

e x a m p le , s in c e  a l l  o f  u s  a re  h u m a n  b e in g s ,  th e re  w ill  b e  th o s e  in  la rg e  c o m m u n it ie s  w ith  w h o m  w e  g e t  a lo n g  le s s  e a s i ly  th a n  

w ith  o th e r s . F o r  m o s t o f  u s , th is  is  a n  e x p e c te d , o rd in a ry  th in g , a n d  a  v e ry  m in o r  a n n o y a n c e . A n d  w e  d o  g e t a lo n g  w ith  

e v e ry o n e , e v e n  th o u g h  th e re  is  a n  o c c a s io n a l  m in o r  m is u n d e rs ta n d in g . W e  r e a l iz e  th a t  w e  c a n n o t  l ik e  e v e ry o n e  to  th e  s a m e  

d e g re e  a n d  w e  a c c e p t  th is  f a c t . B u t  fo r  th e  m a n  w h o  is  b e g in n in g  to  lo o k  o u ts id e  o f  h is  v o c a t io n , th e s e  m in o r  i r r i ta t io n s  a n d  

s m a ll c la s h e s  o f  w ills  w ill  b e c o m e  a f f l ic te d  w ith  e le p h a n tia s is . I t w ill th e n  b e  v e ry  d if f ic u l t fo r  h im  to  c o n tin u e  to  l iv e  a  

c o m m u n ity  l i f e .

T h is  is  n o t  a  p h e n o m e n o n  p e c u lia r  to  th e  S o c ie ty  o r  to  th e  r e l ig io u s  l i f e . T h e  s a m e  th in g  h a p p e n s  to  a  c o u p le  w h o  

a l lo w  th e ir  m a rr ia g e  to  b e c o m e  s o u r . C h a ra c te r is t ic s  in  e a c h  o th e r  w h ic h  th e y  o n c e  th o u g h t  p a r t ic u la r ly  lo v a b le  c a n  b e c o m e  

s o u rc e s  o f  g re a t  a n n o y a n c e . I t  is  n o t  h a rd  to  b e c o m e  “ in c o m p a tib le”  o n c e  th e  s i tu a t io n  r e a c h e s  th is  s ta g e .

S e c o n d , th e re  is  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t , fo r  s o m e , a n  u n fo re s e e n  m o n o to n y  w ill s e e m  to  ru le  th e ir  l iv e s . I  im a g in e  th a t  

th e re  a re  t im e s  in  e v e ry  l i f e  —  th a t o f  th e  b u s in e s s m a n ,  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  m a n , th e  s e c re ta ry , a n y o n e  —  w h e n  m o n o to n y  h a s  

to  b e  o v e rc o m e . I t s e e m s  to  m e , fo r  in s ta n c e , th a t  m y  o w n  l i f e  is  f i l le d  w ith  th e  g re a te s t  v a r ie ty  w h ile  th e  l i f e  o f  a  d e n tis t  is  

f i lle d  w ith  th e  w o rs t p o s s ib le  m o n o to n y . I  im a g in e  th e re  a re  d e n tis ts  w h o  a re  o f  a n  e x a c tly  o p p o s i te  o p in io n , o th e rw is e  th e re  

w o u ld n ’t  b e  a n y  d e n tis ts . A t a n y  r a te , I a m  s u re  th a t e v e ry o n e  f e e ls  th e  to u c h  o f  m o n o to n y  o c c a s io n a l ly . A n d  i t is  q u ite  

p o s s ib le  th a t  a  J e s u it  c o u ld  b e g in  to  th in k  th a t  th e  l i f e  is  to o  m o n o to n o u s  fo r  h im . O n c e  th is  id e a  b e c o m e s  p la n te d , o f  c o u rs e , 

h e  c a n  r e a d  m o n o to n y  in to  a  g re a t  n u m b e r  o f  th in g s  w h e re  p e rh a p s  i t  d o e s  n o t  r e a lly  e x is t  a t  a l l .

T h e re  is  a  m u c h  m o re  v a lid  r e a so n  th a n  th e s e , I  a m  s u re , w h y  m e n  d o  n o t  p e rse v e re  in  th e  J e s u it  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y .  

T h e y  d is c o v e r , fo r  s o m e  r e a so n  o r  o th e r ,  th a t  th is  is  s im p ly  n o t  th e ir  l i f e . T h e y  f e e l , p e rh a p s , th a t  th e y  a re  s o  c o n s ti tu te d  th a t  

th e y  w ill  n o t  b e  a b le  s a fe ly  to  l iv e  th e  c e l ib a te  l i f e  o f  a  p r ie s t . A n d  th e n  i t  is  f a r  b e tte r  fo r  th e m  to  le a v e , o n c e  th e y  a re  s u re .  

I t  h a s  b e e n  a rg u e d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a in  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e re  is  s u c h  a  th in g  a s  a  te m p o ra ry  v o c a t io n . In  m y  m in d , th e re  is  n o  

a rg u m e n t. B e c a u se  w e  k n o w  fo r  s u re , f i rs t , th a t a  m a n  s h o u ld  p ro f it  a  g re a t d e a l b y  e v e n  a  s h o r t  p e r io d  o f  t r a in in g  in  th e  

r e l ig io u s  l i f e , a n d , s e c o n d , th a t n o  d is p e n s a t io n  w o u ld  b e  g ra n te d  w e re  i t w ro n g  to  le a v e  th e  r e l ig io u s  l i f e  u n d e r  c e rta in  

c o n d it io n s . T o  m y  m in d , th e re  is  d e f in i te ly  ro o m  in  G o d ’s  m a rv e lo u s  p ro v id e n c e  fo r  s u c h  a  th in g  a s  a  te m p o ra ry  v o c a tio n .  

A n d  I a m  s u re  th a t th e re  is  m a n y  a  f in e  la y m a n  in  th e  w o r ld  to d a y  w h o  is  e q u a lly  o r  e v e n  m o re  c o n v in c e d  o f  i t th a n  I . 

[ fo o tn o te : T h e re  a re , o f  c o u rs e , th o s e  w h o  m a y  h a v e  lo s t  th e ir  v o c a t io n s  c u lp a b ly , th ro u g h  a  la c k  o f  c o -o p e ra t io n  w ith  th e  

g ra c e s  g iv e n  th e m .]
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I  f e e l  s u re . to o . th a t  th e  te m p ta t io n  to  le a v e  th e  S o c ie ty  h a s  h it  m o s t  o f  u s  f ro m  t im e  to  t im e  b e fo re  o u r  o rd in a t io n . 

W e  w o u ld  n o t  b e  h u m a n  b e in g s  i f  i t h a d n ’ t . T e m p ta t io n , in  th is  m a tte r , is  c e r ta in ly  n o  d is g ra c e , n o r  is  i t e v e r . I t is  s im p ly  

s o m e th in g  to  b e  r e c k o n e d  w ith . I t  is  q u ite  n a tu ra l  th a t  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  o u r  s tu d ie s  w e  s h o u ld  b e  te m p te d  to  g iv e  u p . B e c a u s e  

i t is  n a tu ra l  fo r  a  m a n . f i r s t o f  a l l, to  w is h  to  l iv e  in  th e  m a rr ie d  s ta te , w ith  a  w ife , c h ild re n , a n d  a  h o m e  o f  h is  o w n . I t is  

n a tu ra l  fo r  a  m a n  to  w a n t  h is  o w n  b u s in e s s , h is  o w n  m o n e y , h is  o w n  c a r . I t  is  n a tu ra l , a b o v e  a l l.  fo r  a  m a n  to  d o  I r is  o w n  w ill  

r a th e r th a n  s u b m it th a t w ill in  o b e d ie n c e , w h ic h  d e m a n d s s u c h  g re a t f a i th . A ll th e s e  t i l in g s a re  n a tu ra l , s o  i t is  n e ith e r  

s u rp r is in g  n o r d is g ra c e fu l to  b e  te m p te d  to  w a n t to  h a v e  th e m , e v e n  a f te r  w e  h a v e  v o lu n ta r i ly  g iv e n  th e m  u p . W h a t is  

im p o rta n t  is  th a t  w e  b e  a b le  to  d is t in g u is h  b e tw e e n  a  te m p ta t io n  —  w h ic h  is  n o th in g  m o re  th a n  th e  i l lu s io n  th a t  th e  g ra ss  is  

g re e n e r  o n  th e  o th e r  s id e  w h e n  w e  d o n ’ t r e a l ly  n e e d  g ra s s  a n y h o w  —  a n d  G o d ’s  g o o d  p ro v id e n c e . T h is  is  n o t  d if f ic u l t  w ith  

th e  a id  o f  tw o  t i l in g s : G o d 's  g ra c e  a n d  o rd in a ry  c o m m o n  s e n s e . T h a n k  G o d  th a t , n o rm a lly , b o th  a re  d isp e n se d  in  s u f f ic ie n t  

q u a n ti t ie s .

S in c e  th e  te m p ta t io n s  th e  y o u n g  m a n  e n c o u n te r s  o n  h is  w a y  to  b e c o m in g  a  J e su i t p r ie s t a re  to  p e r fe c t ly  g o o d  a n d  

n a tu ra l t i l in g s , t i l in g s  le g i t im a te  a n d  p ra is e w o r th y  in  th e m se lv e s , s u c h  a s  m a rria g e , i f  h e  is  to  r e m a in  a  J e s u it , h is  m o tiv e  

m u s t  b e  v e ry  lo f ty . A n d  fo r  th o s e  o f  u s  w h o  h a v e  p e rs e v e re d  ( th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  th o s e  w h o  b e g a n )  o u r  J e s u i t l i f e  is  fo r  u s  



th e  g re a te s t  l i f e  p o s s ib le , s o  th a t a n y  c o n c e rn  w ith  a n y  o th e r  l i f e  is  u tte r ly  o u t o f  th e  q u e s tio n . F o r  a n y  o f  u s  th e re  is  n o t  th e  

s l ig h te s t  d e s ire  to  b e c o m e  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , a  g re a t  b u s in e s s m a n ,  a  g re a t  a n y th in g  —  e v e n  a  m o n s ig n o r .  F o r  u s  

to  w is h  fo r  th o s e  t i l in g s  w o u ld  b e  r id ic u lo u s , b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  c h o s e n  b y  f a i th  a  l i f e  th a t w e  k n o w  to  b e  e m in e n tly  w o r th  

w h ile  a n d . fo r  u s . a b o v e  a n y  o th e r  s ta te  o f  l i f e . W e  h a v e  ta k e n  C h r is t a t H is  w o rd  w h e n  H e  s a id  th a t H e  w o u ld  g iv e  u s  a  

h u n d re d fo ld  e v e n  in  th is  l i f e  i f  w e  w o u ld  g iv e  u p  e v e ry th in g  to  fo l lo w  H im . A n d  w e  k n o w  H e  w a sn 't  k id d in g . W e  k n o w  th e  

in d e sc r ib a b le  jo y  th a t  c o m e s  f ro m  k n o w in g , lo v in g , a n d  t ry in g  to  s e rv e  G o d  to  th e  b e s t  o f  o u r  a b ili ty . W e  k n o w  th e  jo y  th e re  

is  in  th e  c o m p a n io n s h ip  o f  th o s e  w h o  a re  t ry in g  to  a c h ie v e  th a t s a m e  e n d . N o n e  o f  u s  c a n  d e s c r ib e  th a t  jo y . B u t  e a c h  o f  u s  is  

e v e r g ra te fu l to  G o d  fo r e x p o s in g  u s to  i t . E a c h  o f  u s k n o w s h o w  u n w o r th y  h e  is o f  s u c h  a  p r iv i le g e . A n d  w ith  th a t  

r e a l iz a t io n  c o m e s  a n  e v e n  g re a te r  a p p re c ia t io n  o f  o u r  p r iv ile g e . W e  k n o w  h o w  in f in i te ly  m u c h  w e  a re  b e in g  g iv e n . A n d  th a t .
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o f  c o u rs e , is  o u r  s a fe ty  a n d  o u r  s a lv a t io n .

VIII

T H E  J e s u i t s c h o la s t ic , r e tu rn in g  f ro m  h is  r e g e n c y , o f te n  s o u n d s  l ik e  o n e  o f  th e  o r ig in a l d is c ip le s  r e tu rn in g  f ro m  l i is  

f i r s t m is s io n a ry  t r ip . " L o rd ,”  th e  d is c ip le  s a id  in  h is  e n th u s ia s m , " e v e n  th e  d e v ils  a re  s u b je c t  to  u s  in  T h y  n a m e .”  [ fo o tn o te :  

T h is  is  n o t  in te n d e d  a s  a n y  d ire c t r e fe re n c e  to  th e  b o y s  w e  te a c h  in  o u r  s c h o o ls  b u t is  m e a n t s im p ly  a s  a n  in d ic a t io n  o f  th e  

te a c h in g  s c h o la s t ic ’s  e n th u s ia s m .] F o r  a  y e a r  o r  s o  a f te r  h is  r e tu rn  f ro m  te a c h in g , d u r in g  I r is  f i rs t  y e a r  o f  th e o lo g y , a b o u t a l l  

th e  s c h o la s t ic  w a n ts  to  d isc u s s  w ith  h is  f r ie n d s  is  I r is  te a c h in g  d a y s , th e  s u c c e s s  h e  h a s  h a d . th e  a m o u n t o f  w o rk  h e  h a d  to  



d o , a n d  h o w  p le a s in g  th e  w o rk  w a s . In  f a c t , m o s t o f  u s  p ro b a b ly  m a d e  o u rs e lv e s  o b n o x io u s  to  o n e  a n o th e r  m o re  th a n  o n c e ,  

w ith  o u r  b o a s t in g  a b o u t  th e  s c h o o ls  w e  h a d  b e c o m e  s o  m u c h  a  p a r t  o f .

I t  is  a  s tra n g e  f e e l in g  fo r  th e  J e s u it  to  b e  b a c k  o n  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  d e s k  w h e n  h e  f i rs t  c o m e s  to  th e o lo g y . In  th e  

M is so u r i  P ro v in c e  o f  th e  S o c ie ty , th e  J e s u it  th e o lo g ia n s  s tu d y  a t  S t. M a ry ’s  C o lle g e . S t. M a ry s , K a n sa s . S o  th e  s c h o la s t ic  is  

a g a in  r e la t iv e ly  o u t in  th e  c o u n try . F o r  a t le a s t th re e  y e a r s , h e  h a s  b e e n  o n  th e  te a c h e r 's  s id e  o f  th e  d e s k , p o u n d in g  th e  

m a tte r  in to  r e lu c ta n t  h e a d s ,  b u t n o w  h e  h im s e lf  h a s  to  a t te n d  c la s s  a n d  l is te n . S o m e tim e s , h e  b e g in s  to  s u sp e c t  ju s t  w h a t  th e  

b o y s  h e  ta u g h t  h a d  to  g o  th ro u g h  w ith  h im  a s  a  te a c h e r .

P a r t  w a y  th ro u g h  o u r  f i r s t y e a r  o f  th e o lo g y  a  s tra n g e  th in g  h a p p e n e d  to  m e . F o r  th e  f i rs t  t im e  in  m y  l i f e  I  b e g a n  to  

e n jo y  s tu d y in g ,  n o t  s o  m u c h  fo r  i ts e lf  a s  fo r  th e  t r e m e n d o u s  in te re s t  th a t  I  d is c o v e re d  in  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e o lo g y  i ts e lf .

O n e  r e a s o n  w a s , o f  c o u rs e , th a t o u r  th e o lo g ic a l  f a c u lty  a t S t. M a ry ’s  w a s  c o m p o s e d  o f  m e n  w h o  w e re  a s  h e lp fu l  

a n d  c o n s id e ra te  a s  th e y  w e re  c o m p e te n t  a n d  a b le  to  te a c h  th e ir  s u b je c ts  w ith  c o n ta g io u s  e n th u s ia sm .

T h e  m a in  r e a so n  fo r  a  g ro w in g  a t tr a c t io n  to  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e o lo g y , h o w e v e r , w a s  p ro b a b ly  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e o lo g y  is  

th e  c u lm in a t io n  o f  o u r  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y , th a t  to  w h ic h  a l l o th e r  s tu d ie s  a re  o rd e re d , a n d  w ith o u t  w h ic h  th e  o th e r s  s im p ly  d o  

n o t  m a k e  s e n s e . T h e o lo g y  is  r e a lly  th e  s tu d y  o f  G o d , o f  w h a t  H e  h a s  to ld  m e n  a b o u t  H im se lf  a n d  a b o u t  H is  w o r ld . I t is  th e  

s tu d y  o f  C h r is t  th e  S o n  o f  G o d , a n d  o f  H is  C h u rc h . I t  is  a ls o  th e  s tu d y  o f  G o d ’s  la w s , th e  n o rm s  th a t  m e n  m u s t  fo l lo w  i f  th e y  

a re  to  g e t  b a c k  to  G o d , w h e re  th e y  b e lo n g .

W e  b e g a n  o u r  s tu d y  o f  th e o lo g y  b y  lo o k in g  a t  S c r ip tu re , a t  th e  t ru th s  w h ic h  G o d  H im s e lf  h a s  r e v e a le d  to  m e n . W e  

s tu d ie d  th e  p ro p h e c ie s  a b o u t  th e  c o m in g  o f  C h r is t a n d  th e  c la im s  w h ic h  C h r is t m a d e  th a t H e  w a s  th e  M e ss ia s  a n d  G o d .  

F o llo w in g  u p  th e  te a c h in g s  w e  fo u n d  in  S c r ip tu re , w e  s a w  th a t C h r is t e s ta b lis h e d  a  C h u rc h  w h ic h  w e  c o u ld  r e c o g n iz e  b y  

fo u r  s ig n s : i t  w o u ld  b e  o n e , h o ly , u n iv e rs a l ,  a n d  a p o s to l ic .

W e  s tu d ie d  G o d , a s  o n e  in  H im s e lf  a n d  a s  H e  r e a l ly  e x is ts , th re e  P e rs o n s  in  th e  B le s s e d  T r in i ty . W e  s tu d ie d  th e  l i f e  

a n d  d e a th  o f  C h r is t, a n d  w e  s tu d ie d  a s  m u c h  a s  w e  c o u ld  a b o u t  H is  m o th e r . M a ry . W e  s tu d ie d  th e  c re a t io n  o f  th e  w o r ld  a n d  

o f  m e n , a n d  le a rn e d  h o w  G o d  f i r s t e le v a te d  m a n  to  a  v e ry  lo f ty  s ta te  w h e re  h e  r e m a in e d  u n ti l A d a m  a n d  E v e  k ic k e d  th e  

p ro p s  o u t  f ro m  u n d e r  th e m se lv e s . W e  s a w  th a t  G o d  h e lp e d  u s  in  o u r  s tru g g le  to  g e t  b a c k  to  H im  in  h e a v e n  b y  H is  g ra c e , a n d  

w e  t r ie d  to  f in d  o u t  ju s t  w h a t  H is  g ra c e  r e a lly  is . W e  d is c o v e re d  th a t w e  g e t G o d ’s  g ra c e  in  tw o  w a y s , b y  p ra y e r  a n d  th e  

s a c ra m e n ts . A n d  w e  s tu d ie d  th e  s a c ra m e n ts , f in d in g  o u t  w h y  w e  k n e w  w h a t  w e  d id  a b o u t  th e m .

B e s id e s  lo o k in g  a t  th e  n a tu re  o f  G o d  a n d  le a rn in g  a l l w e  c o u ld  a b o u t  H im , w e  a ls o  lo o k e d  a t m a n  in  r e la t io n  to  

G o d . In  M o ra l  T h e o lo g y , w e  s tu d ie d  th e  ru le s  th a t G o d  h a d  la id  d o w n  fo r  u s . W e  s a w  th a t  th e s e  ru le s  h a d  to  b e  o b s e rv e d  i f  

m e n  w e re  to  c o n s id e r  th e m se lv e s  f r ie n d s  o f  G o d .

W e  s tu d ie d  S c r ip tu re  r a th e r  in te n s iv e ly  fo r  tw o  y e a r s ,  b o th  th e  O ld  a n d  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n ts . O u r  S c r ip tu re  a n d  

H e b re w  s tu d ie s  w e re  m a d e  m e m o ra b le  a n d  f a s c in a t in g  b y  th e  te a c h in g  o f  F a th e r  M ic h a e l G ru e n th a n e r .

O n  th e  s id e , w e  h a d  th e  u s u a l a c c u m u la tio n  o f  c o u rs e s  a lo n g  w ith  o u r  r e g u la r  th e o lo g ic a l  s tu d ie s : A s c e tic a l a n d  

M y s tic a l  T h e o lo g y , in  w h ic h  w e  le a rn e d  m u c h  a b o u t  p ra y e r  a n d  th e  u p p e r  r e a c h e s  o f  th e  s p ir i tu a l l i f e ; P a s to ra l  T h e o lo g y , a  

c o u rse  d e s ig n e d  to  p re p a re  u s  to  m e e t  th e  d if f ic u l t ie s  w e  w o u ld  b e  c o n f ro n te d  w ith  a s  c o n fe s s o r s ; A rc h a e o lo g y  a n d  C h u rc h  

H is to ry .

W ith  u s  s t il l  w e re  th e  toni o r  s p e e c h  c la s s e s  w e  h a d  b e e n  s u b je c te d  to  o n c e  e v e ry  w e e k  s in c e  o u r  e a r lie s t  d a y s  in  

th e S o c ie ty . D u r in g  th e  c o u rse  o f  o u r th e o lo g y , w e a g a in  h a d  to  g iv e s e rm o n s in  th e  r e fe c to ry  w h ile  th e  r e s t o f  th e  

c o m m u n ity  a te  d in n e r . I t  w a s  th e  s a m e  o ld  s to ry ' a s  b e fo re , e x c e p t  th a t n o w  th a t  w e  w e re  o ld e r  a n d  h a d  h e a rd  a  g re a t  n u m b e r  

o f  s e rm o n s , w e  w e re  n o t  to o  e a sy  to  im p re s s . D u r in g  o n e  o f  m y  o w n  s p a rk l in g  s e rm o n s  in  th e  r e fe c to ry , m y  g o o d  f r ie n d . 

F a th e r  G e n e  K o r th , w h o  w a s  s e rv in g  ta b le , w h e e le d  I r is  s e rv in g  c a r t d ire c t ly  u n d e rn e a th  th e  p u lp i t , p a rk e d  i t . a n d  c a s u a l ly  

le a n e d  a g a in s t  a  p il la r  w a tc h in g  m e  in te n t ly  a s  I  d e liv e re d  m y  s e rm o n . T h is , o f  c o u rs e , w a s  q u ite  u n u s u a l s in c e  n o b o d y  e v e r  

p a id  a n y  a t te n t io n  to  a  s e rm o n  u n le s s  th e  s p e a k e r  m a d e  a  m is ta k e , in  w h ic h  c a s e  e v e ry  h e a d  in  th e  r e fe c to ry  je rk e d  a w a y  

f ro m  th e  fo o d  m o m e n ta r i ly , to  tu rn  to w a rd  th e  p re a c h e r .

S in c e  a t  th e  e n d  o f  o u r  th ird  y e a r  o f  th e o lo g y  w e  w o u ld  b e  o rd a in e d  a s  p r ie s ts , o n e  o f  o u r  m o s t  im p o rta n t  c o u rse s  

d u r in g  th e  th ird  y e a r  w a s  th a t o f  R ite s , in  w h ic h  w e  le a rn e d  th e  c e re m o n ie s  o f  th e  M a ss , h o w  to  a d m in is te r  th e  s a c ra m e n ts , 

a n d , in  g e n e ra l ,  h o w  to  p e r fo rm  th e  d u tie s  o f  a  p r ie s t .

A lth o u g h  o u r  w o rk  in  R ite s  c la s s  w a s  q u ite  s e r io u s , c o n s id e r in g  th e  d ig n ity  a n d  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  th in g s  w e  w e re  

le a rn in g , th e re  w e re o c c a s io n a l s i tu a t io n s w h ic h  w e re a t le a s t in c o n g ru o u s . O n  o n e  o c c a s io n  m y  f r ie n d  F a th e r U rb a n  

K ra m e r , n o w  S u p e r io r o f th e H o n d u ra s m is s io n s in  C e n tra l A m e r ic a , w a s h e lp in g  a n o th e r fu tu re p r ie s t . F a th e r E d  

L a s k o w sk i , to  p ra c t ic e  in fa n t B a p tis m . W e  u s e d  fo r  th is  p u rp o s e  a  v e ry  l i f e l ik e  d o ll . F a th e r  K ra m e r  w a s  th e  s p o n s o r  a n d  

w a s , th e re fo re , h o ld in g  th e  d o ll . S in c e  h e  h a s  h a n d s  w h ic h  r e s e m b le  b a s k e ts  a n y w a y , h e  w a s  h o ld in g  th e  " b a b y ”  in  o n e  o f  



th e m , a n d  n o t  in  th e  p re s c r ib e d  m a n n e r  fo r  b a b y  h o ld in g , b u t  b y  th e  h e a d . T h u s  h e  c o u ld  tu rn  th e  “ c h ild ”  m e re ly  b y  tw is t in g  

th e  h e a d . I ’m  s u re  th a t  h e  d is c o v e re d  e a r ly  in  h is  m in is try  a s  a  p r ie s t th a t  th e  r e a l  a r t ic le  is  a  l i t t le  le s s  p lia b le  a n d  y e lls  m o re  

th a n  o u r  d o ll  d id .

W ith  u s , to o . w e re  th e  e v e r  p re se n t  e x a m in a t io n s . Y e a rly ,  w e  h a d  o u r  o ra l  e x a m s ,  in  L a tin  a s  a lw a y s , w ith  th e  s a m e  

s e e m in g ly  g r im  fo u r  e x a m in e rs  g r i l lin g  u s  m e rc i le s s ly . B e s id e s  th e  y e a r ly  e x a m s , w e  h a d  a  c o u p le  o f  s p e c ia l e x a m s . O n e  

w a s  c a l le d  th e “Ad Auds, ” th e  L a tin  n a m e  fo r th e  e x a m  w h ic h  q u a lif ie s th e  fu tu re  p r ie s t to  h e a r  c o n fe s s io n s . S in c e  th e  

e x a m in e rs w e re  a l l p r ie s ts , th e y  w e n t to  g re a t le n g th s to  in v e n t in g e n io u s a n d  u n h e a rd -o f c a s e s  to  a s k  u s  in  th is e x a m ,  

b e c a u s e  n o t e v e n  in  a n  e x a m in a t io n  w o u ld  o n e  o f  th e m  ta k e  th e  s l ig h te s t r is k  o f  to u c h in g  th e  s e a l o f  c o n fe ss io n . F a th e r  

G ru e n th a n e r , o f  c o u rs e , u s e d  to  e n jo y  h im s e lf  n o  e n d  b y  d re a m in g  u p  w a y s  a n d  m e a n s  o f  e m b a r ra s s in g  a n d  p u tt in g  th e  

e x a m in e e o n  th e  s p o t. O n  o n e  o c c a s io n , fo r in s ta n c e , w h e n  th e  p o o r  t r e m b lin g  y o u n g  m a n  w a s s c a rc e ly  s e a te d , F a th e r  

G ru e n th a n e r , p ro c e e d in g  u p  th e  a is le  to w a rd  h im , s u d d e n ly  f e l l d o w n . T h e n  h e  lo o k e d  u p  a n d  to ld  th e  s ta r t le d  J e s u it  th a t  h e  

h a d  ju s t  d ie d  in  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l  a n d  h e  w a n te d  to  k n o w  w h a t  th e  c o n fe s so r  s h o u ld  d o . T h e  “ c o n fe s s o r”  a lm o s t d ie d  h im s e lf .

T h e  f in a l  e x a m in a t io n  in  th e o lo g y , a n  e x a m  to  e n d  a l l e x a m s , ta k e s  tw o  h o u rs , is  a l l in  L a tin  a s  u s u a l, a n d  in c lu d e s  

a l l  th e  p h ilo so p h y  a n d  th e o lo g y  th e  J e s u it  h a s  s tu d ie d . I t  h a s  o n ly  o n e  v ir tu e : i t  is  th e  la s t  o n e .

I  c a n n o t  f in ish  s p e a k in g  a b o u t e x a m s  w ith o u t  m e n tio n in g  th e  r e m a rk  th a t  F a th e r  F ra n k  F u r lo n g , n o w  r e c to r  a t S t. 

M a ry  ’s , m a d e  to  m e  a f te r  m y  f i rs t  th e o lo g y  e x a m . I h a d  s tu d ie d  v e ry  h a rd  fo r  i t  a n d  h a d  b e e n  a s  s c a re d  a s  u s u a l  b e fo re  a n d  

d u r in g  th e  e x a m . A t i ts c o n c lu s io n . F a th e r F u r lo n g  m e re ly  lo o k e d  a t m e , s h o o k  h is  h e a d , a n d  s a id , “ N ic e  t ry !”  N o th in g  

e n c o u ra g e s  l ik e  e n c o u ra g e m e n t .

W e  h a d  s e v e ra l h o b b ie s , i f  y o u  w is h  to  c a l l th e m  th a t , w h ic h  h e lp e d  u s  to  r e la x  a t S t. M a ry  ’ s . M a n y  o f  u s  w ro te  

a r t ic le s  fo r  m a g a z in e s  a n d  I  w ro te  a  c o u p le  o f  b o o k s  a s  w e ll d u r in g  th is  t im e , o n e  o n  th e o lo g y . u n p u b lis h e d  to  d a te , a n d  

a n o th e r , a  d e te c t iv e s to ry , p u b lis h e d  in  1 9 5 0 . T h e  r e la t iv e  s u c c e ss  o f  th e s e  tw o  b o o k s , is . I h o p e ; n o  in d ic a t io n  o f  th e  

s u c c e s s fu l a n d  u n s u c c e s s fu l s id e s  o f  m y  p e rso n a l i ty , [ fo o tn o te : I a m  s u re , h o w e v e r , th a t s o m e  s h a rp e r  w ill d is c o v e r , n o t  

o n ly  th a t I  h a v e  a  d e te c t iv e  s to ry ' in  m y  p a s t b u t  th a t , a t  th e  a g e  o f  fo u r te e n  o r  f i f te e n  I a p p lie d  fo r  th e  F .B .I . A n d  h e  w ill  

u n d o u b te d ly  c o n c lu d e  th a t m y  te m p e ra m e n t  w a s  th u s  p re d isp o s e d  fo r  fo rm a tio n  a s  a  J e su i t . B e  th a t  a s  i t  m a y . I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  

g o  o n  r e c o rd  a s  s ta t in g  th a t I  d id  n o t  jo in  th e  J e su i ts  b e c a u s e  M r. J . E d g a r  H o o v e r  to ld  m e  ( in  a  v e ry  n ic e  w a y )  th a t  I  w o u ld  

n o t  b e  a c c e p ta b le  fo r  h is  o rg a n iz a tio n  fo r  s o m e  y e a r s .]

M a n y  o f  u s  w e re  k e p t  b u s y  b y  T h e  C a th o lic  R e v ie w  S e rv ic e , a  s y n d ic a te d  b o o k  r e v ie w  s e rv ic e  u s e d  b y  a  n u m b e r  

o f  n e w sp a p e rs  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n try '.

W e  p ro d u c e d  p la y s  fo r  th e  c o m m u n ity  a t  v a r io u s  m o re  im p o r ta n t t im e s  o f  th e  y e a r , s u c h  a s  C h r is tm a s  a n d  E a s te r .  

O n e  o f  th e  m o s t  m e m o ra b le  f a rc e s  I  h a v e  s e e n  w a s  n o t  a  p la y  a t  a l l,  b u t  a  s in g le  a c t  p u t  o n  b y  o n e  o f  th e  s c h o la s t ic s .  F a th e r  

J o h n  D ris c o ll , o f  th e  N e w  O rle a n s  P ro v in c e , c a m e  in to  th e  r e c re a t io n  ro o m , w h e re  e v e iy o n e  w a s  a s se m b le d  o n e  p a r t ic u la r  

e v e n in g  d u r in g  th e  C h r is tm a s  h o lid a y s . H e  w a s  d re s s e d , n o t  a s  a  J e s u it , b u t  a s  a  n u n . H e  s e a te d  h im s e lf  a t  a  ta b le  in  f ro n t  o f  

th e  ro o m  a n d , a s  M o th e r S u p e r io r , g a v e  th e  “ n u n s ”  a n  e x h o r ta t io n , th e  m a in  th e m e  o f  w h ic h  w a s  th a t th e y  s h o u ld  h im  in  

th e ir  r e a d y -m a d e  c ig a re t te s  to  M o th e r  S u p e r io r  a n d  o b s e rv e  th e  ru le  o f  ro l lin g  th e ir  o w n . T h e  i ro n y  in  th e  a c t c a m e  f ro m  th e  

f a c t  th a t s c h o la s t ic s  a t S t. M a ry ’s  w e re  n o t  g iv e n  c ig a re t te s  b u t  c o u ld  ro l l  th e ir  o w n  i f  th e y  w e re  a b le  a n d  s o  d e s ire d . F a th e r  

D ris c o ll , a  h u g e  m a n  w ith  a  g re a t  ja w  a n d  t r e m e n d o u s  h a n d s , r e s e m b le d  a n y  g iv e n  n u n  a b o u t  a s  m u c h  a s  P r im o  C a m e ra  

r e se m b le s  L ily  P o n s .

W e  a ls o  m a n a g e d  to  d is tr a c t  o u rse lv e s  o c c a s io n a l ly  b y  g o in g  o u t  to  h e lp  th e  p a s to r s  in  v a r io u s  p a r is h e s  in  K a n s a s .  

W h e n  w e  w e re  s c h o la s t ic s , th e s e  o c c a s io n s  w e re  v e ry  f e w  —  C h r is tm a s  a n d  E a s te r , p e rh a p s . B u t a s  p r ie s ts , s in c e  w e  w e re  

o rd a in e d  a f te r o u r th ird  y e a r o f  th e o lo g y  a n d  s t il l h a d  a fo u r th  y e a r  to  g o . w e  d id  g e t to  g o  o u t f a ir ly  o f te n  to  h e lp  in  

p a r ish e s , m a y b e  o n c e  e v e ry  m o n th  o r  tw o , a n d  a lw a y s  a t C h r is tm a s  a n d  H o ly  W e e k . T il ls  w a s  a  g o o d  c h a n c e  to  e x e rc is e  

w h a t  w e  h a d  le a rn e d  in  th e o lo g y ' a n d  a  g o o d  z e a lo u s  d is tr a c t io n  a s  w e ll .

T h e  th e o lo g ia n s  a t S t. M a ry  ’s  h a v e  a lw a y s  fo rm e d  a  p le a s in g ly  c o s m o p o li ta n  g ro u p . A lth o u g h  S t. M a ry ’s  is  in  th e  

M iss o u ri  P ro v in c e , th e  S o u th e rn  o r  N e w  O rle a n s  P ro v in c e  a ls o  s e n d s  i ts  m e n  to  s tu d y  th e re . In  o u r  t im e  th e re  w a s  a  h a n d fu l  

o f  M e x ic a n  J e su i ts , a n d  o n e  o r  tw o  f ro m  B ra z i l . W e  a ls o  b o a s te d  a t S t. M a ry ’s  o f  o n e  M a lte se  F a th e r  S a lv in o  D a rm a n in ,  

w h o  h a d  b o u n c e d  f ro m  o n e  c o n c e n tra t io n  c a m p  to  a n o th e r  d u r in g  th e  w a r . W e  u s e d  to  in te rv ie w  h im  r e g u la r ly , a s k in g  

w h ic h  h e  p re fe r re d , S t. M a ry ’s  o r  th e  c o n c e n tra t io n  c a m p . A n d  th o u g h  h e  p o in te d  o u t  m a n y  a d v a n ta g e s  to  th e  c o n c e n tra t io n  

c a m p , h e  d id  f lo u r is h  a t  S t. M a ry  ’ s .

N a tu ra lly , n o  A m e r ic a n  is  g o in g  to  p a s s  u p  e v e ry  s in g le  o p p o rtu n i ty  h e  h a s  fo r  p u ll in g  a  fo re ig n  le g  o r  s o . I  r e c a l l  

o n e  e v e n in g  w h e n  F a th e r  G a sp a r  D u tra  f ro m  B ra z i l w a lk e d  in to  h is  ro o m , tu rn e d  o n  h is  l ig h ts , a n d  b e g a n  to  s c re a m  l ik e  

m a d . O n  th e  b e d  la y  a  h o r r ib le - lo o k in g  b la c k  f ig u re , i ts f a c e  th e  s h a d e  o f  d e a th . T h e  f ig u re  w a s  m e re ly  F a th e r  C h a r lie  



P re n d e rg a s t  ly in g  in  th e  d a rk , w ith  o n e  o f  th o s e  h o r r ib le  n ib b e r  m a sk s  o v e r  h is  f a c e . T h e  r e s u l ts  w e re  h ig h ly  s a t is fa c to ry .

A t a n o th e r  t im e , w h e n  F a th e r  P re n d e rg a s t  a n d  I  w e re  w a lk in g  f ro m  th e  s c h o la s t ic s ' b u ild in g  a t S t. M a ry ’s  d o w n  to  

th e  m a in  b u ild in g  to  a t te n d  a  m o v ie , w e  h a p p e n e d  to  n o tic e  th a t b e h in d  u s  w e re  F a th e r  D u tra  a n d  F a th e r  M a r tin e z  f ro m  

M e x ic o . I t w a s  th e ir  f i rs t m o v ie  a t S t. M a ry ’s , a n d  th e y  h a d  n o  id e a  w h e re  i t w a s  b e in g  s h o w n . T h e y  w e re  fo l lo w in g  u s  to  

s e e  w h e re  w e  w e n t, s o  w ith o u t lo o k in g  b a c k ,  w e  to o k  th e m  o n  q u ite  a  to u r  o f  th e  b u ild in g s . W e  w e n t  th ro u g h  th e  r e fe c to ry ,  

th ro u g h  th e  k itc h e n , o u t in to  th e  b a c k  y a rd , p a s t  th e  la u n d ry , in  a n o th e r  d o o r , u p  th ro u g h  a n  o ld  d o rm ito ry , u n ti l f in a l ly  w e  

w e re  c o rn e re d  a n d  o u r  tw o  s h a d o w s  d is c o v e re d  a t la s t th a t w e  h a d  b e e n  le a d in g  th e m  a s tr a y . T h e n  w e  w e n t to  th e  m o v ie  

to g e th e r .

S t. M a ry ’s  i ts e lf  is  a  f a ir ly  a t tra c t iv e  p la c e . W e  w e re  a g a in  o u t in  th e  c o u n try , b u t i t d id  s e e m  a n  id e a l s e t t in g  in  

w h ic h  to  s tu d y  a b o u t G o d . T h e  fo o d  w e  h a d  w a s  g o o d  e n o u g h  d u r in g  o u r  t im e . B u t th e re  h a d  b e e n  p e r io d s , d u r in g  t im e s  o f  

n a tio n a l  c r is e s  w h e n  th e  fo o d  h a d  b e e n  a n y th in g  b u t s a t is f a c to ry . N o w . in  th e  S o c ie ty  th e re  a re  c e r ta in  r a re  o c c a s io n s  w h e n  

o n e  c a n  p ra c tic e  th e  v ir tu e  o f  h u m il ity  b y  a c c u s in g  h im s e lf  o f  c e r ta in  f a u l ts  b e fo re  o th e r s . I t  is  a  w o n d e r fu l  t i r in g  a n d  a  g re a t  

o p p o r tu n i ty , i f  o n ly  a  s m a ll o n e . to  p ra c t ic e  a  l i t t le  o f  th e  h u m il i ty  o f  C h r is t . A n d  th is  is  t i r e  g e n e ra l  J e s u i t a t ti tu d e  to w a rd  th e  

c u s to m . S o m e tim e s , h o w e v e r , i t  w ill h a p p e n  th a t th is  p ra c t ic e  c a n  b e c o m e  th e  v e h ic le  fo r  a  l i t t le  i ro n y , w h e th e r  in te n t io n a l  

o r  n o t . T h e re  w a s . fo r  in s ta n c e , th e  o c c a s io n  d u r in g  th e  fo o d  s h o r ta g e , w h e n  o n e  o f  th e  s c h o la s t ic s  a c c u s e d  h im s e lf  o f  th re e  

f i r in g s : o f  s p e a k in g  in  t im e s  o f  s i le n c e  w ith o u t p e rm iss io n  o r  n e c e s s i ty , o f  s ta y in g  u p  la te  a t n ig h t  w ith o u t  p e rm is s io n  o r  

n e c e s s i ty , a n d  o f  e a t in g  o u t o f  th e  a c c u s to m e d  t im e s  w ith o u t p e rm is s io n . I t to o k  a  w h ile  fo r  th e  s u b tle  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th is  

o n e  to  p e n e tra te , [ fo o tn o te : T h is  r e c a l ls  th a t o th e r  c la s s ic  —  th e  i ro n y  o f  w h ic h  w a s  c o m p le te ly  u n in te n t io n a l .  I  a m  s u re  —  

o f  th e  s c h o la s t ic  w h o  a c c u s e d  h im s e lf  o f  m a k in g  a n  a s s  o f  h im s e lf  b y  im ita t in g  s u p e r io r s .]

A g a in , a t S t. M a ry ’s  th e  ‘ ‘c o lle c to r s ’ ’ p o p p e d  u p . O n e  o f  th e  s c h o la s t ic s  r a n  s c re a m in g  o u t o f  th e  s h o w e r  o n e  d a y  

b e c a u s e  w h a t  h e  h a d  th o u g h t  a  s e c t io n  o f  h o s e  c o ile d  u p  in  a  c o m e r  tu rn e d  o u t  to  b e  a l iv e . H e  h a d  b e e n  p e rfe c t ly  w ill in g  to  

s h a re  th e  s h o w e r  w ith  a  h o s e . W h ite  r a ts , s q u ir re ls , a l l k in d s o f  a n im a ls , w e re  c o lle c te d , b u t th e  m o s t l ik a b le  o f  th e se  

c h a ra c te rs  w a s . I  b e lie v e ,  th e  p e t  r a c c o o n  o w n e d  b y  F a th e r  G e n e  C o o m e s . H e  ( th e  c o o n )  f in a l ly  g o t  a  b it  to o  d is re sp e c tfu l to
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h a v e  a ro u n d , e v e n  to  th e  e x te n t  o f  ta k in g  a  h a lfh e a r te d  n ib b le  a t  th e  le g  o f  o n e  o f  o u r  s u p e r io r s  o n  o n e  o c c a s io n .

T h e n  th e re  w a s  F a th e r  W a lt H a rr is ’ p e t  k it te n , w h ic h  b o re  th e  p ro u d  n a m e  o f  C la n c y . B y  a n  o d d  c o in c id e n c e , o n e  

o f  o u r  s u p e r io r s  b o re  th e  s a m e  p ro u d  n a m e .



N o  o n e  c o u ld  s p e a k  o r  w rite  o f  S t. M a ry ’s  C o lle g e  w ith o u t  m e n tio n in g  o n e  o f  th e  in s t i tu t io n s  th e re , a  m a n  w h o  w ill  

a lw a y s  b e  y o u n g , J o h n  H o m a n . J o h n  h a s  b e e n  w o rk in g  fo r  th e  J e s u i ts  a t S t. M a ry ’s  fo r  o v e r  tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a rs . H e  h a s  

le a rn e d  to  k n o w  s o  m a n y  o f  th e m  th a t  h e  c a n  im ita te  a n y  g iv e n  o n e  a t  a n y  g iv e n  m o m e n t,  a n d  h e  d o e s  s o . J o h n  is  e sp e c ia l ly  

in  h is  g lo ry  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  e a c h  y e a r  w h e n  th e  n e w  th e o lo g ia n s  a r r iv e  a t S t. M a ry ’s , s tra n g e r s  to  th e  p la c e  a n d  to  h im  a s  

w e ll. H e  e n jo y s  te l l in g  th e m  th a t  m a y b e  th is  y e a r  h e  w ill g e t  to  b e  o rd a in e d  a l th o u g h  h is  o rd in a tio n  h a s  a lre a d y  b e e n  p u t  o f f  

fo r  tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a r s . I t  ta k e s  s o m e  t im e  fo r  th e m  to  d is c o v e r  th a t  h e  is  o u r  N u m b e r  O n e  w o rk m a n .

O th e rs  w ill  a s k  J o h n , a s  th e y  s e e  h im  w o rk in g  a b o u t  th e  h a lls , i f  h e  is  a  b ro th e r . H e  w ill a lw a y s  r e p ly  w ith o u t  a n y  

h e s i ta t io n  a n d  w ith  p e r fe c t  t ru th ,  “ N o , I  a m  a  f a th e r .”  A n d  h e  is , s e v e ra l  t im e s .

T h u rs d a y s  a t S t. M a ry ’s  a re  h o lid a y s ,  ju s t  a s  th e y  h a d  b e e n  th ro u g h o u t  o u r  c o u rse  in  th e  S o c ie ty . B u t I  d o  b e lie v e  

th a t  T h u rs d a y s  w e re  a p p re c ia te d  m u c h  m o re  a t  S t. M a ry ’s  th a n  e v e r  b e fo re . F o r  o n e  th in g , w e  h a d  le a rn e d  b y  th is  t im e  th a t  

o n e  n e e d s  a  c e r ta in  a m o u n t o f  r e c re a t io n  i f  h e  is  to  b e  a s  e f f ic ie n t  a s  p o s s ib le  in  h is  s tu d ie s . A n d , fo r  a n o th e r th in g , w e  

r e a l iz e d  th a t  o u r  fo u r  y e a r s  a t  S t. M a ry ’s  w o u ld  b e  o u r  la s t  c h a n c e  to  e n jo y  th e  c o m p a n io n s h ip  o f  o u r  e n tir e  g ro u p . A fte r  o u r  

s tu d ie s  w e  w o u ld  b e  s e p a ra te d , w ith  tw o  o r  th re e  a t  m o s t g o in g  in  th e  s a m e  d ire c t io n . In  f a c t , u s u a l ly  w e ’d  h a v e  to  g o  i t  

a lo n e  a s  f a r  a s  o u r  o w n  g ro u p  w a s  c o n c e rn e d .

S in c e  S t. M a ry ’s  is  o u t in  th e  c o u n try , th e re  w a s  n o  p ro b le m  a t a l l a b o u t  w h e re  w e  s h o u ld  g o  o n  T h u rs d a y s . A  

c o u p le  a  m ile s  f ro m  S t. M a ry ’s , o v e r  th e  h il ls  a n d  th ro u g h  th e  w o o d s , is  P a w n e e , th e  p r in c ip a l  v il la  o f  th e  th e o lo g ia n s . H e re  

th e  la rg e s t g ro u p  w o u ld  g a th e r , w ith  a  d if fe re n t  c re w  ta k in g  tu rn s  d o in g  th e  c o o k in g  e a c h  T h u rs d a y . O u r  m e a ls  a t  th is  v il la  

w e re  g o o d  a n d  s u b s ta n t ia l — in  k e e p in g  w ith  th e  ru s t ic  s u r ro u n d in g . H e a t in  th e  w in te r  w a s  b y  f i r e p la c e  a n d  p o t b e lly  

s to v e s . T h e  e n tir e  p la c e  h a d  b e e n  b u il t  b y  J e s u it  s c h o la s t ic s  a n d  p r ie s ts ,  ju s t  a s  C h a rb o n ie rre  h a d  b e e n .

S in c e  w e  w e re  s u c h  a  la rg e  g ro u p  a t S t. M a ry ’s , n o t e v e ry o n e  w e n t  to  P a w n e e  e v e ry  w e e k . M a n y  a  s m a ll g ro u p  

w o u ld  s im p ly  g o  o u t in  th e  w o o d s , b u ild  a  b o n f ir e , a n d  m a k e  w ith  th e  b a rb e c u e . (T h is w a s m y  o w n  f a v o ri te  fo rm  o f  

T h u rs d a y  r e c re a t io n .)  B e s id e s  P a w n e e , th e re  w e re  s e v e ra l  s h a c k s  w h ic h  w o u ld  a c c o m m o d a te  g ro u p s  u p  to  f i f te e n  o r  tw e n ty .  

T h e s e  w e re  lu x u r io u s  p la c e s  m a d e  o f  K a w  R iv e r d r if tw o o d , m u d , a n d  s o m e tim e s  e v e n  s o m e  c e m e n t . T h e ir n a m e s  w e re  

p e r fe c t ly  in  k e e p in g  w ith  th e ir  K a w  V a lle y  a rc h i te c tu re  a n d  th e ir  a c c o m m o d a tio n s . T h e re  w a s  th e  P ig  S ty , th e  R a t H o le .  

T o b a c c o  R o a d , a n d  S k u n k  H o llo w . T h is  la t te r  s h a c k  w a s  h o n o re d  in  o u r  t im e  b y  tw o  e v e n ts . A  c o w  f e l l  th ro u g h  th e  ro o f  o f  

th e  s h a c k  (S k u n k  H o llo w  w a s  b u il t  in to  th e  s id e  o f  a  c re e k  b a n k )  a n d  w a s  n o t  d is c o v e re d  u n ti l s o m e  w e e k s  la te r , s in c e  s h e  

h a d  c h o se n  to  f a l l  th ro u g h  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r, w h e n  w e  w e re  in  W is c o n s in , f t  to o k  s o m e  t im e  to  r e m o v e  th e  e v id e n c e  o f  h e r  

d e a d  p re s e n c e . A  l i t t le  la te r , F a th e r  J o e  C o ll in s  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  p a s s in g  b y  th e  s h a c k  o n e  S u n d a y , p e e k e d  in  a  w in d o w , a n d  

fo u n d  h im s e lf  e y e  to  e y e  w ith  a n  in d ig n a n t  h o rs e . A fte r  a  f e w  m o m e n ts  o f  m u tu a l s c ru tin y , F a th e r  C o ll in s  o p e n e d  th e  d o o r  

a n d  r e le a se d  th is  la te s t  te n a n t . A fte r  th a t , th e  f e n c e s  a ro u n d  S k u n k  H o llo w  w e re  r e in fo rc e d .

B u t  to  r e tu rn  to  th e  m o re  s e r io u s  p u rp o s e  o f  S t. M a ry 's . In  a  s e n s e , th e  e n tire  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  is  p o in te d  to w a rd  o u r  

o rd in a t io n  to  th e  p r ie s th o o d . A s  J e su i ts  w e  h a v e  th e  p r iv i le g e  o f  b e in g  o rd a in e d  a f te r  o u r  th ird  y e a r  o f  th e o lo g y  in s te a d  o f  

a f te r o u r  fo u r th  y e a r . S o  o u r  l i f e  fo r  th e  f i rs t  th re e  y e a r s  o f  th e o lo g y  is  f i l le d  w ith  a n tic ip a t io n  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  w e  h a v e  

b e e n  w o rk in g  to w a rd  fo r  s o  lo n g . In d e e d , i t is  d u r in g  th e o lo g y , I  b e lie v e , th a t  o u r  th o u g h ts  a re  r e a l ly  c e n te re d  o n  o rd in a t io n  

fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e . W e  h a v e  b e e n  to o  b u s y  s tu d y in g  a n d  w o rk in g  a n d  p e r fo rm in g  th e  ta sk s  o f  th e  m o m e n t  u p  to  n o w .

D u r in g  o u r  f i rs t th re e  y e a r s  o f  th e o lo g y , w e  s e rv e  M a s s  e v e ry ' d a y  r e a l iz in g  a s  w e  d o  s o  th a t in  a  s h o r t t im e  w e  

o u r s e lv e s  w ill  b e  o f fe r in g  th e  H o ly  S a c r if ic e . W e  th in k  o f  th e  s a c ra m e n ts  w h ic h  w e  a re  o n e  d a y  g o in g  to  c o n fe r , e sp e c ia lly  

a s  w e  s tu d y  th e m  in  o u r  R ite s  c la s s e s . W h e n  o u r  m in d s  a re  n o t  o c c u p ie d  w ith  n e c e ss a ry  s tu d ie s , o u r  th o u g h ts  a re  u s u a l ly  o f  

th e  p r ie s th o o d .

I  s e e  n o  r e a so n  h e re  fo r  d e s c r ib in g  th is  c e re m o n y  o f  o rd in a t io n . In  th e  f i r s t  p la c e  y o u  h a v e  to  s e e  i t to  b e  im p re s s e d  

b y  i t . A n d  in  th e  s e c o n d  p la c e  i t h a s  b e e n  e x p la in e d  m o s t a d e q u a te ly  in  o th e r  a n d  b e tte r b o o k s . H e re , I w o u ld  r a th e r  d o  

s o m e th in g  th a t  I  h a v e  t r ie d  to  d o  th ro u g h o u t  th is  b o o k , a n d  th a t  is  t ry  to  s ta te , in  s o m e  fo g g y ' w a y ,  ju s t  w h a t  o rd in a t io n  to  th e  

p r ie s th o o d  m e a n t  to  m e . I th in k  I c a n  b e s t d o  th is  b y  c i t in g  p a r ts  o f  a n  a r t ic le  I  w ro te  a t  th e  t im e  o f  m y  o w n  o rd in a t io n ,  

t ry in g  to  g e t  in to  w o rd s  w h a t  i t  m e a n t  to  m e  to  b e  o rd a in e d , f t  w e n t  l ik e  th is :

I  f e l t in  th e  S a n c tu a ry  th a t d a y  th a t I  w a s  p a r t  o f  a  lo v e  s to ry . S o m e h o w . I  h a d  b e e n  r a ise d  u p  u n ti l m y  

e y e s  w e re  o n  a  le v e l  w ith  a  d iv id in g  l in e  o f  d a rk n e s s  a n d  l ig h t .

B y  c a s t in g  th e m  d o w n  I c o u ld  s e e  m y s e lf  s tru g g lin g  a n d  r is in g  a n d  te r r i f ie d  w ith  th e  th o u g h t th a t th e  

lo v e  I  s o u g h t  w a s  w h e re  I  k n e w  i t  to  b e  a n d  n o t  in  th e  d a rk n e ss  w h e re  I  w a n te d  i t . B y  r a is in g  m y e y e s  e v e r  

s o  s l ig h tly  I c o u ld  s e e  w h a t I h a d  b e e n  s e a rc h in g  fo r a l l a lo n g . I c o u ld  s e e i t a n d  r e c o g n iz e  i t , b u t I  

c o u ld n ’t  d e s c r ib e  i t . Y o u  c a n ’t  d e s c r ib e  a  lo v e  th a t  w a its  o n  a  C ro ss . Y o u  c a n  o n ly  lo v e  i t .



T h e re  w a s  a  m itre d  f ig u re  s o m e w h e re  in  th e  S a n c tu a ry  w h o  c a lle d  m e  a n d  im p o s e d  l i is  h a n d s  o n  m y  

h e a d  a n d  a n o in te d  m y  h a n d s . B u t  th e  v o ic e  th a t c a l le d  m e  s e e m e d  to  c o m e  f ro m  th e  C ro s s , a n d  s o m e h o w  

i t  w a s  His h a n d s  th a t r e s te d  m o m e n ta r ily  o n  m y  h e a d , th e n  t r a c e d  th e  c ro s s  in  o il o n  m y  h a n d s . H e  m a d e  

m y  h a n d s  H is  o w n  h a n d s  o f  lo v e . F ro m  n o w  o n . th e y  w e re  to  g iv e  a  n e w  d iv in e  l i f e  in  H is  N a m e , a s  I  

p o u re d  th e  w a te r s  o f  B a p tism  o n  fo re h e a d s . I w a s  to  r a is e  m y  a n o in te d  h a n d  a n d  ta k e  a w a y  s in s  in  H is  

n a m e . A n d  b y  s o m e  o th e r  s tr a n g e  m ira c le  o f  lo v e  I  w a s  to  h o ld  H im  in  m y  h a n d s  a n d  g iv e  H im  to  o th e r s , 

s o m e w h a t a s  H is  s p o tle s s  M o th e r  h e ld  H im  in  h e r  a rm s  a n d  g a v e  H im  to  t i r e  s h e p h e rd s  to  fo n d le . I f  lo v e  

w e re  r e a l ly  b lin d . I  m ig h t  b e  a b le  to  u n d e rs ta n d , b u t  th is  lo v e  w a s  o m n is c ie n t . O n ly  i ts  r e c ip ie n t  w a s  b lin d .

L o v e  h e ld  u s  th a t d a y . S o m e h o w , th e  B le ss e d  M o th e r a n d  th e  a n g e ls  a n d  th e  w h o le  p o p u la tio n  o f  

h e a v e n  w e re  p re s e n t . T h e re  w e re  o th e r s  p re s e n t  in  th e  S a n c tu a ry , m y  c o m p a n io n s  o f  m a n y  y e a r s , w h o  f e l t  

a s I d id . a n d  w e  lo v e d  e a c h  o th e r  th e  s tro n g e r in  H im . T h e re  w e re  s t il l o th e r s c a u g h t u p  in  th e  s a m e  

w h ir lp o o l o f  lo v e , k n e e l in g  fo r  th e  b le s s in g  H e  h a d  g iv e n  m e  th e  p o w e r  to  b e s to w . A n d  th e re  w e re  th e  

a b s e n t ,  th a t  H is  lo v e  m a d e  p re s e n t . A  m o th e r , s m il in g  o u t  o f  e te rn i ty , a  f r ie n d  w h o  h a d  h u r t le d  in to  h e a v e n  

in  a  b u rn in g  p la n e , o th e r s  d e a r  to  m e . T h e y  w e re  a l l  th e re , b le s se d  a n d  to u c h e d  b y  m y  t r a n s fo rm e d  h a n d s .

I  m ig h t h a v e  w o n d e re d  i f  th e re  w o u ld n ’t  c o m e  a  d a y  w h e n  I  w o u ld  f a l l  b a c k  to  m y  fo rm e r  g ro p in g  in  

th e  d a rk n e ss ,  b u t  I  k n e w  th a t  th e  p o w e r  w h ic h  h a d  le t  m e  s e e  l ig h t  a n d  d a rk n e s s  a l ik e  w o u ld  h o ld  m e  u p . I  

r e m e m b e re d  a  c h a l ic e  th a t h a d  b e e n  o f fe re d  m e . A  r ib b o n  h a d  b o u n d  m y  h a n d s , a  te n u o u s  w isp y  th in g  

w ith  th e  s tre n g th  o f  G o d  m a d e  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . I  h a d  ta k e n  th e  c h a l ic e  a n d  h a d  le t m y  h a n d s  b e  b o u n d .  

T h e  B e s to w e r  o f  th e  c h a l ic e  a n d  th e  B in d e r  o f  m y  h a n d s  w o u ld  k e e p  H is  lo v e  b e fo re  m e .

Y o u  s e e , i t ’s im p o s s ib le  to  w rite  a  lo v e  s to ry  l ik e  th is . T h a t ’s  w h y  th e re  h a s  o n ly  b e e n  o n e  u n d y in g  

lo v e  s to ry  e v e r  w rit te n , fo r  o n ly  G o d  c o u ld  s q u e e z e  e v e ry  la s t  d ro p  o f  b lo o d  f ro m  H is  o w n  h u m a n  H e a r t .  

[F ro m  “ A  L o v e  S to ry ,”  Cor, J u n e , 1 9 4 9 .]
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I f in d  to d a y , m o re th a n  s ix  y e a r s la te r , th a t th e s e w o rd s g iv e a s o m e w h a t ro m a n tic im p re s s io n , p e rh a p s , o f  

o rd in a t io n . B u t th a t is  w h a t i t m e a n s  m o re  th a n  a n y th in g  e lse , a  lo v e  s to ry . B e c a u se  th e  p r ie s t , b e s id e s  b e in g  th e  c h o s e n  

s u b je c t o f  G o d ’s lo v e , is a ls o  th e  in te rm e d ia ry  b e tw e e n  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  a n d  m a n . H is is th e  d u ty  a n d  th e  p r iv i le g e  o f  

o f fe r in g  G o d ’s  lo v e  to  m e n  a n d  o f  t ry in g  s o m e h o w  to  m a k e  m e n  s e e  w h a t a  t r e m e n d o u s  th in g  is  t l iis  lo v e  th a t G o d  h a s  fo r  

th e m . A n d  i t  is  l i is  d u ty  a lso  to  o f fe r  m a n ’s  lo v e  b a c k  to  G o d . H e  s ta n d s  in  th e  m id d le , b e tw e e n  m a n  a n d  G o d . a n d  o f fe rs  th e  

lo v e  e a c h  o n e  h a s  fo r  th e  o th e r .

N o  o n e  e ls e  w ill r e a l iz e  th e  f e e l in g  th e  p r ie s t h a s  a s  h e  s i ts  in  th e  d a rk  c o n fe s s io n a l w a it in g  w ith  g re a t  t r e p id a t io n  

fo r  l i is  f i rs t  p e n ite n t to  c o m e  in . N o  o n e  w ill k n o w  th e  t r e m e n d o u s  r e sp e c t h e  w ill h a v e  fo r  th e  h u m il i ty  a n d  g o o d n e s s  o f  

e a c h  o f  l i is p e n ite n ts . N o t e v e n  h e  h im s e lf c a n  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  a d m ira t io n  h e  w ill h a v e  fo r th o s e  w ith  th e  c o u ra g e  a n d  

h u m ili ty  a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  f a i th  to  c o n fe s s  th e ir  s in s  a n d  b e  a b s o lv e d . N o  o n e  c a n  u n d e rs ta n d  o r  r e a l iz e  h o w  th e  p r ie s t  w ill  

fo rg e t , w ith o u t  e v e n  t ry in g , th e  s p e c if ic  s in s  h e  h a s  b e e n  to ld  in  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l.  N o  o n e . in  s h o r t ,  c a n  r e a l iz e  th e  g ra c e  G o d  

h a n d s  o u t  to  th o se  w ith  s o m e  c o u ra g e  a n d  c o n f id e n c e  in  H im .

A g a in , o n ly  th e  p r ie s t  w ill  k n o w  w h a t i t is  to  a p p ro a c h  l i is  f i r s t  b a p tism , to  w o n d e r  i f  th e  b a b y  is  g o in g  to  y e ll s o  

lo u d  th a t h e  w o n ’t  b e  a b le  to  s a y  th e  w o rd s . N o  o n e  b u t th e  p r ie s t c a n  k n o w  w h a t  i t  is  to  h a v e  tw o  b a b y  e y e s  w a tc h in g  l i is  

e v e ry  m o v e , o r  p e rh a p s c lo se d  f a s t in  s le e p , th e  p ic tu re  o f  p e a c e , o r  m a y b e  p re s s e d  s h u t w h ile  th e  m o u th  is  w id e  o p e n  

y e ll in g  to  th e  w o r ld  th a t i t is  r e c e iv in g  th e  H o ly  G h o s t a n d  r e n o u n c in g  S a ta n . O n ly  th e  p r ie s t c a n  r e a l iz e  w h a t i t m e a n s  to  

b e g in  to  a n o in t  th e  h e a d  o f  a n  in fa n t  o n ly  to  h a v e  a  p a ir  o f  b a b y  h a n d s  c lu tc h  o n  to  l i is  a s  h e  a p p ro a c h e s  i ts  fo re h e a d .

O n ly  th e  p r ie s t c a n  k n o w  w h a t i t m e a n s  to  w itn e s s  th e  p le d g e  tw o  p e o p le  m a k e  to  e a c h  o th e r  in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  



G o d  to  l iv e  to g e th e r  a s  m a n  a n d  w ife  fo re v e r . A  ju d g e  c a n  p e r fo rm  a  le g a l c e re m o n y , b u t h e  c a n  h a rd ly  c a ll G o d  d o w n  to  

w itn e s s , in  s o le m n  f a sh io n , th e  s e a l in g  o f  s u c h  a  l i f e lo n g  p ro m is e .

W h o  b u t a  p r ie s t c o u ld  k n o w  w h a t i t m e a n s  to  s ta n d  a lo n e  a t th e  a l ta r  h o ld in g  a  p ie c e  o f  b re a d , k n o w in g  th e  

t r e m e n d o u s  p o w e r  h e  w ill  e x e rc is e  in  a  m o m e n t?

Y e s . i t  is  im p o s s ib le  fo r  a n y o n e  b u t  a  p r ie s t  to  k n o w  w h a t  o rd in a tio n  c a n  m e a n . A n d  i t  is  a ls o  im p o s s ib le  fo r  h im  to
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r e a l iz e  i t  p e r fe c t ly .

IX

A F T E R  h is  fo u r  y e a r s  o f  th e o lo g y , th e  J e s u i t h a s  o n e  y e a r  o f  t r a in in g  le f t . I r is  T e r t ia n s h ip . “ T e r t ia n s h ip ”  is  a  w o rd  

w h ic h  h a s . o f  c o u rse , s o m e th in g  to  d o  w ith  a  third s o m e th in g -o r-o th e r . A n d  i t is a  m o s t a p p ro p r ia te  w o rd  b e c a u se  th e  

T e r tia n sh ip  is  r e a lly  a  th ird  y e a r  o f  N o v it ia te . F o r tu n a te ly  o r  u n fo r tu n a te ly , o r  n e ith e r  o n e . i t la s ts  n o t a  fu l l y e a r  b u t te n  

m o n th s .

D u r in g  th e  y e a r o f  T e rt ia n s h ip , th e  J e s u i t s tu d ie s a n d  p ra y s  a b o u t th e  in te r io r  l i f e , b o th  a t h is d e sk  a n d  in  th e  

c h a p e l . H e  s e e k s  to  g ro u n d  h im s e lf  th o ro u g h ly  in  th e  s p ir i tu a l  l i f e , n o t  o n ly  fo r  I r is  o w n  p ro fi t  a n d  p e rs e v e ra n c e  b u t  s o  th a t  

h e  c a n  b e  a  s a fe  a n d  s u re  g u id e  o f  o th e r s . D u r in g  th is  y e a r ,  h e  a g a in  g o e s  th ro u g h  th e  e x e rc is e s  o f  th e  lo n g  th ir ty -d a y  r e tre a t.  

H e  f in d s  th a t th e  m a in  d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th is  lo n g  r e tre a t a n d  th e  f i rs t  o n e  h e  m a d e  is  th a t , s in c e  h e  h a d  m a d e  a b o u t  f i f ty  

r e tr e a ts in  b e tw e e n , th e re  w ill b e  n o th in g  e x a c tly  n e w  to  h im . H e  m u s t th e re fo re  p ra y  m o re  a b o u t f a m ilia r  b a s ic  t ru th s  



p re se n te d  d u r in g  th e  r e tr e a t , a n d  s e e k  a n  e v e n  d e e p e r  k n o w le d g e  a n d  r e a l iz a t io n  o f  th e m .

U p  to  n o w , p e rh a p s  w ith o u t r e a l ly  r e a l iz in g  i t . I r is l i f e  h a s  b e e n  g u id e d  a n d  m o tiv a te d  la rg e ly  b y  a  s e n s e  o f  d u ty ,  

o b lig a t io n , a n d  s a c r if ic e . A n d  w h ile  th e s e  a re  a l l  v e ry ' w o n d e r fu l m o tiv e s , n o w  h is  m o tiv e  w ill b e c o m e  n o t s o  m u c h  th a t o f  

d u ty  o r  o b lig a t io n  o r  e v e n  p r im a r ily  o f  s a c r if ic e , b u t m o re  th a t o f  lo v e . T h e  T e r t ia n s h ip  is . in  f a c t , v e ry  o f te n  c a lle d  th e  

s c h o o l o f  lo v e . I  th in k  th a t  d u r in g  th is  y e a r  th e  J e s u i t is  g iv e n  a  m u c h  s tro n g e r  im p e tu s  th a n  e v e r  b e fo re  to  s e rv e  G o d  m o re  

p o s i t iv e ly , to  w o rk  fo r  H im  le s s o u t o f  a  s e n s e  o f  d u ty ' th a n  b e c a u s e  h e  lo v e s  H im  a b o v e  a l l th in g s . I t is  h e re  th a t o n e  

r e a l iz e s , p e rh a p s  fo r  th e  f i rs t  t im e  w ith  p e r fe c t c la r i ty ', h o w  h e  c a n  a c tu a l ly  lo v e  a l l o f  G o d 's  c re a tu re s , m a n k in d  f i rs t  o f  a l l , 

a n d  s t i l l lo v e  G o d  a b o v e  a l l e lse , b u t n o t  to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  a l l e lse . T h e  te r t ia n  r e a liz e s  th a t h e  is  im ita t in g  G o d  w h e n  h e  

lo v e s  th e  c re a tu re s  o f  G o d . b u t h e  r e a l iz e s , to o , th a t th e  g o o d n e s s h e  s e e s a n d  lo v e s in  c re a tu re s  is  b u t a  s h a d o w  o f  th e  

g o o d n e s s  h e  lo v e s  in  G o d . I t is  fo r  th is  r e a so n  th a t h e  c a n  lo v e  G o d  m o re  th a n  c re a tu re s  a n d  th a t h e  is  w ill in g , b y  f a i th , to  

s a v e  th a t  e x c lu s iv e  s o r t o f  lo v e , w ith  w h ic h  G o d  e n d o w s  a l l m e n , fo r  G o d  H im s e lf  in  h e a v e n , [ fo o tn o te : I  w o u ld  n o t  l ik e  to  

g iv e  th e  im p re s s io n  th a t  th is  is  a l l n e w  to  th e  te r tia n . A c tu a l ly , h e  is  le a rn in g  n o n e  o f  i t fo r  th e  f i rs t  t im e . B u t  v e ry  o f te n ,  

t i l in g s  w e  h a v e  k n o w n  fo r  a  lo n g  t im e , e v e n  fo r  y e a rs , c a n  s u d d e n ly  b e c o m e  m u c h  m o re  c le a r  to  u s . T h e re  c a n  b e  g re a te r  

r e a l iz a t io n  o f  th in g s  w e  h a v e  b e lie v e d  a l l  o u r  l iv e s . T h e re  c a n  b e  a  d e e p e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  t ru th s  w e  h a v e  a lw a y s  k n o w n .]

B e s id e s le a rn in g  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s ib le  o f  th e  s p ir i tu a l l i f e  in  T e r t ia n s h ip , th e  J e s u it s tu d ie s  h is  o w n  In s t itu te , th e  

C o n s ti tu t io n s  o f  h is  o w n  o rd e r . H e  s tu d ie s  a g a in  th e  s p ir i t  o f  h is  S o c ie ty , a n d  le a rn s  m o re  fu l ly  w h a t  is  e x p e c te d  o f  h im  a s  a  

m e m b e r .

T h e  J e s u it  f in d s , o r  le a m s  o n c e  a g a in , in  h is  T e r t ia n s h ip  th a t  th e re  is  s u c h  a  t i r in g  a s  a  f a u lty , s u p e r f ic ia l  s p ir i tu a l i ty  

a n d  s u c h  a  th in g  a s  a  v e ry  s o l id  s p ir i tu a l ity '. A n d  h e  f in d s , to o . th a t  th e  la tte r  is  c h a ra c te r iz e d , n o t  b y  g r im n e s s  n o r  b y  a  s p ir i t  

o f  e d if ic a t io n  a t a n y  c o s t , b u t  b y  s o m e th in g  d e e p e r  a n d  m o re  h id d e n . O u r  L o rd  to ld  th o s e  w h o  h e a rd  H im  to  a n o in t th e ir  

h e a d s  w h e n  th e y  f a s te d , b y  w h ic h  H e  m e a n t th e y  s h o u ld  n o t g o  a b o u t c lu tc h in g  th e ir  r e la tiv e ly  e m p ty  s to m a c h s  a s  th o u g h  

th e  p a n g s  o f  h u n g e r  w e re  d r iv in g  th e m  m a d . T h e  J e su i t in  I r is  T e r t ia n s h ip  le a m s  th a t th is  t ru e  s p ir itu a l i ty  is  o f  a  k in d  w h ic h  

is s o  m u c h  a  p a r t o f  h im  th a t i t c a m ro t h e lp  m a n ife s t in g  i ts e lf  o n  th e  e x te r io r , b u t w h ic h  is s o  d e e p  w ith in  h im  th a t i t  

m a n ife s ts i ts e lf  o n ly  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  a n d  n o t fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  e d if ic a t io n  a lo n e  o r  p r id e . H is  s p ir itu a l ity  is  a  personal th in g ,  

b e g in n in g  w ith in  h im  a n d  n o t  in  e x te rn a ls . In  o th e r  w o rd s , h e  k n e e ls  a t  p ra y  e r  in  o rd e r  to  a d o re  G o d . H e  d o e s  n o t  a d o re  G o d  

in  o rd e r  to  k n e e l a t p ra y e r . T h e  J e s u i t le a m s  e a r ly  in  I r is  c o u rs e , a n d  h a s  i t p o u n d e d  in  d u r in g  T e r t ia n s h ip , th a t th e re  is  n o  

s u c h  t i r in g  a s  e d if ic a t io n  fo r  i ts  o w n  s a k e . E d if ic a t io n  s h o u ld  b e  a n  a u to m a tic  th in g , s p r in g in g  n a tu ra l ly  f ro m  I r is a c t io n s ,  

w h ic h  in  tu rn  h a v e  s p ru n g  f ro m  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . I f  a  r e l ig io u s  a c ts  b e c a u se  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . I r is  a c t io n s  w ill a u to m a tic a l ly  

b e  a s  e d ify in g  a s  th e y  s h o u ld  b e .

A g a in , I  th in k  th a t  th e  te r tia n  J e s u it  le a m s  a  t r e m e n d o u s  le s s o n  in  h u m il i ty '. L ik e  a l l  th e  le s so n s  o f  T e r t ia n s h ip , th is  

o n e  h a s  b e e n  le a rn e d  b e fo re , b u t i t is  m e re ly  c la r if ie d , p o u n d e d  in , a n d  r e -e m p h a s iz e d  h e re . H e  le a m s  th a t  h u m il i ty is  n o t  

c a ll in g  o n e s e lf  n a m e s  o r  lo o k in g  d o w n  u p o n  o n e s e lf  b u t  is  r a th e r  k n o w in g  th e  t ru th  a b o u t  o n e s e lf  a n d  a c t in g  a c c o rd in g ly . I t  

is  a c k n o w le d g in g  th e  g if ts  G o d  h a s  g iv e n  h im  a n d  a d m it tin g  th a t  th e y  a re  g if ts . I  w a s  e s p e c ia l ly  im p re s s e d  b y  th e  h u m il i ty  

a n d  e d if ic a t io n  o f  a  p ro m in e n t  a n d  e x tre m e ly  c a p a b le  J e s u it  f r ie n d , F a th e r  D a n  L o rd , w h e n  h e  w ro te  a n d  p ro d u c e d  a  v e ry ' 

s u c c e s s fu l p la y  in  o n e  o f  o u r  la rg e  c i t ie s . H e  w a s , d u r in g  th is  p re s e n ta t io n , g e tt in g  tw o  o r  th re e  h o u rs  o f  s le e p  a  n ig h t a t  

m o s t . H e  w a s  c o n s ta n t ly  b a c k s ta g e  in  a n  o ld  s w e a t s h ir t, w o rk in g  a n d  d ire c t in g , d r iv in g  a t e v e ry ' m o m e n t. F in a l ly , a f te r  th e  

la s t p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  th e  p la y , th e  a u d ie n c e  w a s  o n  i ts  f e e t , c la m o r in g  fo r  th e  a u th o r  a n d  p ro d u c e r  to  m a k e  a n  a p p e a ra n c e . 

F in a l ly , h e  d id  c o m e  o u t  o n  th e  s ta g e , w h e re  h e  w a s  a p p la u d e d  a n d  a p p la u d e d  u n ti l th e  c ro w d  w a s  t i r e d . T h e n  h e  b o w e d ,  

th a n k e d  th e m , a n d  w e n t  b a c k  to  w o rk  b a c k s ta g e . A  J e s u it  s c h o la s t ic  a s k e d  h im  h o w  i t  f e l t to  r e c e iv e  a l l th a t a p p la u s e . H e  

a n s w e re d , w ith o u t  th in k in g , w ith  n o  in te n t io n  o f  h y in g  to  e d ify  a n y b o d y  a t a l l. b u t s im p ly  a s  a lw a y s , “ I t  f e e ls  p re t ty  g o o d .  

Y o u  s e e  I  o f fe r  i t a l l  u p  to  C h r is t o n  th e  c ro s s , to  m a k e  u p  fo r  th e  f a c t th a t  H e  d id n ’ t g e t  a n y  o f  th e  a p p la u s e  H e  d e s e rv e d  

th e re .”  T h is  is  g re a t a n d  d e e p  s p ir itu a l ity  a n d  h u m il i ty , s o m e th in g  th a t  m a n ife s ts  i ts e lf  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  b e c a u s e  i t  is  p a r t  o f  a  

m a n ’s  l i f e .

T h e  o n ly  fo rm a li ty  w h ic h  r e m a in s  fo r  th e  J e s u it  a f te r  I r is  T e r tia n sh ip  is  th e  p ro n o u n c in g  o f  h is  f in a l  v o w s , w h ic h  

w ill  ta k e  p la c e  a  y e a r  o r  s o  a f te r  h is  T e rt ia n s h ip .  H e  w ill  th e n  b e  a  c o m p le te ly  fo rm e d  J e su i t .
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T e r t ia n s h ip  la s ts  te n  m o n th s  to  th e  d a y . T h e  p ro s p e c t iv e  te r tia n  k e e p s  b u s y  r ig h t  u p  to  th e  m o m e n t  th e  d o o rs  a re  

o p e n e d  to  a d m it h im . I  b e lie v e  th e  d e a d lin e  fo r  te r t ia n s  to  a r r iv e  w a s  6  in  th e  e v e n in g  in  o u r  d a y . A n d  I  th in k  th e  f i r s t  o n e  

a rr iv e d  a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  f iv e  m in u te s  to  6 . T h e y  a re  n o t  to  le a v e  th e  T e r tia n sh ip  b e fo re  J u n e  1  o f  th e  c o m in g  y e a r . T h e  f i r s t  

o n e  o u t  in  o u r  t im e  w a s  g o n e  b y  5  a m . o f  th a t  d a y . T h is  w a s  n o t  d u e  to  a n y  a n x ie ty  o r  h u r ry  to  le a v e  th e  T e r t ia n s h ip , b u t  i t  

w a s  d u e  m o re  to  th e  z e a l a n im a tin g  a  m a n  w h o  h a s s tu d ie d  s o m e th in g  fo r  f i f te e n  y e a r s a n d  is  n o w  e a g e r  to  p u t i t in to  

p ra c t ic e . Y o u  c a n  h a rd ly  b la m e  h im  fo r  th a t . H e  is  q u ite  s u rp r is e d  to  f in d  h im s e lf  s t i ll  a l iv e  a f te r  s o  lo n g  a  c o u rse  a n d  n o w  

h e  w a n ts  to  m a k e  u s e  o f  w h a t  h e  h a s  le a rn e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  y e a r s  b e fo re  h e  d ro p s  d e a d .
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T H E  f in ish e d  J e s u i t le a v e s  T e r t ia n s h ip  a n x io u s  to  s h a re  th e  m a n y  t i l in g s  h e  h a s  le a rn e d  in  th e  p a s t  f i f te e n  y e a r s . H e  

w ish e s  to  im p a r t  to  o th e r s  th e  t ru th s  in  l i is  m in d  a n d  h e a r t  a n d  to  c o n v in c e  th e m  th a t th e re  is  n o  h a p p in e s s  e x c e p t  in  s e rv in g  

G o d .

B u t h e  d o e sn ’t ru s h  o u t a n d  d a s h  o f f  in  a l l d ire c t io n s . H e  is  a s s ig n e d  to  a  v e ry  d e f in i te  p la c e  w h e re  h e  is  g iv e n  a  

v e ry  d e f in i te  jo b  to  d o . S o m e tim e s  t l iis  jo b  is  r ig h t in  l in e  w ith  l i is  p e c u lia r  ta le n ts  a n d  in te re s ts . V e ry  o f te n  i t is  n o t . T h e  

im p o r ta n t  t i l in g  is  th a t h e  is  a b le  a n d  w illin g  to  d o  a n y  jo b  a s s ig n e d  h im  s o  th a t th e  S o c ie ty  c a n  fu n c t io n  e f f ic ie n t ly  a s  a  

b o d y  fo r  th e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d .

T h e re  is  a  w id e  r a n g e  o f  o c c u p a tio n s  fo r  a  s u p e rio r  to  c h o o s e  f ro m  in  p la c in g  a  s u b je c t . J e s u i t m in is tr ie s  a re  m a n y  

a n d  v a r ie d , to o  m a n y  a n d  to o  v a r ie d ,  p e rh a p s , fo r  th e  n u m b e r  o f  m e n  w e  h a v e . I t  m a y  s e e m  th a t  w e  h a v e  g re a t n u m b e rs , b u t  

w h e n  th e y  a re  a l l  d is tr ib u te d  to  s o  m a n y  jo b s ,  o u r  n u m b e rs  b e g in  to  lo o k  e x tre m e ly  s k im p y .

A t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  1 9 5 2 , th e re  w e re  3 1 ,5 6 1  J e s u i ts  in  th e  w o r ld . O f  th e s e . 1 5 .5 9 3  w e re  p r ie s ts ,  w h ile  1 0 ,4 5 4  w e re  

s c h o la s t ic s  s tu d y in g  to  b e  p r ie s ts . T h e re  w e re  5 5 1 4  b ro th e r s . In  th e  e ig h t J e s u i t p ro v in c e s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , th e re  w e re  a t  

th e  s a m e  t im e  7 3 4 8  J e su i ts o f  w h o m  3 8 8 0  w e re  p r ie s ts . 2 8 5 3  w e re  s c h o la s tic s , a n d  6 1 5  w e re  b ro th e r s . In  th e  M iss o u r i 

P ro v in c e  o f  th e S o c ie ty , o f  w h ic h  I a m  a  m e m b e r , th e re  w e re  1 1 6 2  J e s u its . T li is n u m b e r c o n s is te d  o f  6 3 5  p r ie s ts . 4 0 3  

s c h o la s t ic s , a n d  1 2 4  b ro th e r s .

A n d  n o w . h a v in g  d is p o s e d  o f  th e  s ta t is t ic s , le t ’s  t ty  to  f in d  o u t  w h a t h a p p e n s  to  th e  J e s u i t a f te r  h is  T e r t ia n s h ip . I s  

h e  f in ish e d  in  th e  s e n s e  th a t h e  w ill  n o t  d o  a n y  m o re  w o rk  o r  m e re ly  in  th e  s e n s e  th a t h e  is  n o w  a  fo rm e d  J e s u i t?  A s  o n e  o f  

o u r  o ld e r  p r ie s ts  o n c e  r e m a rk e d  o n  th e  o c c a s io n  o f  a  y o u n g  J e s u it ’s  f in a l  v o w s . " T h e re ’s  a  y o u n g  m a n  w ith  a  g re a t fu tu re  



b e h in d  h im .”

In  th e  f i r s t  p la c e , i t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e re d  th a t J e s u i ts  a re  n o t  T ra p p is t  m o n k s . O u rs  is  n o t a  l i f e  o f  c o n te m p la tio n  

o n ly , b u t  is  a  m ix tu re  o f  th e  in te r io r  l i f e  a n d  a  l i f e  o f  a c t iv e  z e a l  fo r  o u r  n e ig h b o r . M u c h  h a s  b e e n  w ritte n  u p o n  w h ic h  is  th e  

h ig h e s t p o s s ib le  l i f e , th e  a c t iv e  l i f e , th e  c o n te m p la t iv e  l i f e , o r  a  m ix tu re  o f  th e  tw o . I d o  n o t  k n o w  e n o u g h  to  e n te r  in to  a  

le a rn e d  d is c u s s io n  o n  w h ic h  o f  th e s e  m ig h t  b e  th e  h ig h e s t l i f e . N o r  d o  I  c a re  w h ic h  is  th e  h ig h e s t  l i f e  in  i ts e lf . F o r  m e  a n d  

fo r  a n y  J e s u it  th e  “ h ig h e s t”  l i f e  is  th e  o n e  to  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  b e e n  c a lle d . T h is  is  o u r  l i f e  a n d  th e re  is  n o  b e tte r  l i f e  fo r  u s .

S in c e  w e  a re , th e n , a c t iv e  a s w e ll a s c o n te m p la t iv e , w e  a re  n e c e s s a r i ly  e n g a g e d  in  a  g re a t n u m b e r  o f  e x te r io r  

m is s io n s . F ro m  h e r  v e ry  e a r lie s t d a y s , th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s  h a s  c o n s id e re d  m is s io n a ry  w o rk  h e r  p e c u lia r  b ra n d  o f  s ig n a l  

s e rv ic e  to  th e  C h u rc h . H e r  s o n s  w o rk  th e ir  w a y  to  th e  r e m o te  c o m e rs  o f  th e  g lo b e , b e a r in g  C h r is t ’s  n a m e  to  th o se  w h o  h a v e  

n e v e r  h e a rd  o f  H im  b e fo re . T h e  Epitome of the Institute of the Society of Jesus p u ts  i t  th u s : “ T h e  m is s io n s  c o m p r ise  o n e  o f  

th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t w o rk s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty . A ll , th e re fo re , s h o u ld  b e  r e a d y  a n d  w ill in g  to  g o  o n  th e  m is s io n s ,  b e  p re p a re d  to  

s e t  o u t  fo r  n e w  a n d  s tra n g e  la n d s  a n d  to  s p e n d  th e ir  l iv e s  in  a n y  p a r t  o f  th e  w o r ld  w h e re  th e re  is  h o p e  o f  th e  g re a te r  g lo ry ' o f  

G o d  a n d  th e  g o o d  o f  s o u ls .”

I t  is  n o t  s u rp r is in g , th e n , to  f in d  J e su i ts  a l l  o v e r  th e  w o r ld . W h a t  is  s u rp r is in g  is  th a t  o c c a s io n a l ly  s o m e o n e  ( e v e n  in  

p r in t) w ill c o n s id e r  u s  a s  o n ly  a  te a c h in g  o rd e r , n o t r e a l iz in g  th e  n u m b e rs  o f  J e su i ts  th e re  a re  o n  th e  m is s io n s . T h e  la te s t  

f ig u re s  I  c o u ld  g a th e r  te l l  u s  th a t  th e re  a re  5 2 8 1  J e s u i ts  o n  th e  m is s io n s , o f  w h ic h  3 0 6 5  a re  p r ie s ts , 1 4 5 0  a re  s c h o la s t ic s , a n d  

7 6 6  a re  b ro th e r s . O u r  m e n  a re  e n g a g e d  in  b o th  fo re ig n  m is s io n s  a n d  h o m e  m is s io n s  fo r  th e  In d ia n  a n d  th e  N e g ro , a n d , in  th e  

s o u th e rn  p a r t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , fo r  e v e ry b o d y .

T h e  M is so u r i P ro v in c e *  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  h a s  a s  i ts  c h ie f  fo re ig n  m is s io n  S p a n ish  H o n d u ra s  a n d  B r it is h  H o n d u ra s ,  

[ fo o tn o te : In  1 9 5 4  th e  M iss o u ri P ro v in c e  w a s  b is e c te d . In  th is a n d  fu tu re  r e fe re n c e s to  th e  p ro v in c e , th e  o ld  d iv is io n , 

in c lu d in g  th e  n o w  W is c o n s in  P ro v in c e , w ill  b e  u n d e rs to o d . A t  p re s e n t  th e  W is c o n s in  P ro v in c e  is  b e g in n in g  fo re ig n  m is s io n  

w o rk  in  K o re a .] T h is p ro v in c e h a s a ls o  h o m e m is s io n s in  S o u th  D a k o ta , W y o m in g , O m a h a , S t. L o u is , a n d  T r in id a d ,  

C o lo ra d o . W e  a ls o  h a v e  a  f e w  m e n  in  th e  C a ro lin e  a n d  M a rs h a ll I s la n d s , in  C h in a , a n d  o n  th e  P a tn a  In d ia n  M is s io n ,  

m is s io n s  w  h ic h  a re  s ta f fe d  la rg e ly  b y  o th e r  p ro v in c e s . I t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e re d  th a t th e s e  a re  th e  fo re ig n  c l im e s  h a u n te d  b y  

th e  M is so u r i  P ro v in c e  J e s u its . T h e  S o c ie ty  a s  a  w h o le  is  r e p re s e n te d  in  m a n y , m a n y  m o re  p la c e s  a n d  in  g re a te r  n u m b e rs .
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F o re ig n  m is s io n  w o rk  is , o f  c o u rs e , g lo r io u s  w o rk . A s  I  m a y  h a v e  m e n tio n e d , th e  h a p p ie s t  y e a r s  o f  m y  l i f e  w e re  

s p e n t o n  a  fo re ig n  m is s io n . T h e  w a ll o f  m y  ro o m  w a s  h a lf  e a te n  a w a y  b y  te rm ite s . T h e  f lo o r , p a r t w o o d , p a r t c e m e n t , a n d  

p a r t b r ic k , w a s  a  s o r t o f  h ig h w a y  fo r  c o c k ro a c h e s  a n d  c e n tip e d e s a n d  th e ir  m a n y  f r ie n d s . O n e  c o u ld  n e v e r  s le e p  u n le s s  

in s id e  a  m o s q u ito  n e t . A n d  y e t . a s  I s a y . th is  w a s  th e  h a p p ie s t  t im e  o f  m y  l i f e . T h e  r e a so n  is  to  b e  fo u n d  s o m e w h e re  in  th e  

e a r ly  c h a p te r s  o f  th is  b o o k .

O u r w o rk  o n  th e  m is s io n s w o u ld , o f  c o u rse , b e  im p o ss ib le  e x c e p t fo r  th o se  J e s u i ts  b e h in d  th e s c e n e s in  th is  

c o u n try  w h o  g o  a b o u t s o l ic i t in g  fu n d s  to  s u p p o r t th e  m is s io n a r ie s  a n d  fo r  th e  g e n e ro u s  p e o p le  w h o  w e lc o m e  th e m . I  th in k  

o n e  o f  th e  m o s t o u ts ta n d in g  e x a m p le s  o f  g e n e ro s i ty  I h a v e  h e a rd  o f  to o k  p la c e  o u t in  K a n s a s . O n e  o f  o u r  p r ie s ts  w a s  o u t  

p re a c h in g  a b o u t th e  m is s io n s  a n d  s to p p e d  in  a t a  c e r ta in  p a r is h . T h e  p a s to r  o f  th is  p a r is h  h a d  h a d  a n  u n c le  w h o  w a s . I  

b e lie v e , a  b is h o p . T h e  p r ie s t h a d  tw o  c h a l ic e s , o n e  a  r a th e r  a n c ie n t  b e a t-u p  o n e . a n d  th e  o th e r  a  v e ry  n ic e  o n e  th a t h a d  o n c e  

b e lo n g e d  to  h is  r e la t iv e , th e  b is h o p . “ I  d id  n o t h a v e  a n y  m o n e y  to  g iv e  h im  fo r  th e  m is s io n s .”  th e  p r ie s t  la te r  to ld  m e . “ s o  I  

g a v e  h im  m y  c h a l ic e ."  N o r  w a s  i t  th e  p o o re r  o n e  o f  th e  tw o .

O n e  o f  th e  g re a te s t m in is tr ie s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty , s h a r in g  h o n o rs , in  f a c t , w ith  o u r  m in is tr ie s  in  th e  fo re ig n  m is s io n  

f ie ld , is  th e  a p o s to la te  o f  te a c h in g . T h e  Epitome s ta te s  th a t “ T h e  in s tru c t io n  o f  y o u th  in  le a rn in g  a n d  m o ra ls , u n d e r ta k e n  o u t  

o f  c h a r ity , s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  m u c h  o f  b y  o u rs  in s o fa r  a s  i t is  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t m in is tr ie s  o f  o u r  S o c ie ty . T h e  s in g le  

P ro v in c e s  s h o u ld  t ty  to  s e t a s id e  n o t a  f e w  e x c e l le n t m e n  w h o  w ill b e  a b le  to  c a re  fo r  e x te m s  w ith  g re a t d is tin c t io n  a n d  

p ro f i t , b y  th e ir  te a c h in g , p re a c h in g  a n d  w ritin g .”

M o s t p ro m in e n t , o f  c o u rs e , a m o n g  o u r in s t i tu t io n s o f le a rn in g  a re th e  p ro fe s s io n a l s c h o o ls , u n iv e r s it ie s a n d  

c o lle g e s . I s h o u ld  l ik e  to  m e n tio n  a  f e w  J e s u i t u n iv e rs i tie s  a n d  c o lle g e s h e re , w ith  w h ic h , p e rh a p s , th e  r e a d e r w ill b e  

f a m ilia r . T h e re  is  R e g is  C o lle g e . D e n v e r , in  c o lo r fu l , g o rg e o u s , in v ig o ra tin g  C o lo ra d o . O th e r  u n iv e r s i t ie s  a n d  c o lle g e s o f  

th e  M iss o u ri  P ro v in c e  a re  C re ig h to n  U n iv e rs i ty  in  O m a h a . M a rq u e tte  U n iv e r s ity  in  M ilw a u k e e . S t. L o u is  U n iv e r s i ty , a n d  

R o c k h u rs t  C o lle g e  in  K a n sa s  C ity . M is so u r i .

S o m e  J e s u i t u n iv e r s i t ie s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n try  a re  q u ite  p ro m in e n t in  v a r io u s  r e s p e c ts . Y o u  o c c a s io n a l ly  s e e  in  

th e  p a p e rs  m e n tio n  o f  a  L o y o la  in  L o s  A n g e le s , C h ic a g o . B a ltim o re , o r  N e w  O rle a n s . O th e r  J e s u i t u n iv e rs i t ie s  o f  s o m e  n o te  



a re  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  S a n  F ra n c is c o , S a n ta  C la ra  U n iv e rs i ty , X a v ie r  o f  C in c in n a t i , J o h n  C a r ro l l  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C le v e la n d , th e  

U n iv e r s i ty  o f D e tro i t , G e o rg e to w n  in  W a sh in g to n , S t. J o s e p h ’s C o lle g e in  P h ila d e lp h ia , th e U n iv e r s i ty  o f S c ra n to n  

C a n is iu s  C o lle g e  in  B u ffa lo , F o rd h a m  in  N e w  Y o rk , B o s to n  C o lle g e , H o ly  C ro s s  a t W o rc e s te r , th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  S e a ttle ,  

a n d  G o n z a g a  a t  S p o k a n e .

U s u a lly  th e re  w ill b e  p re p  s c h o o ls c o n n e c te d  w ith  o r a t le a s t b e a r in g  th e s a m e n a m e a s th e s e c o lle g e s a n d  

u n iv e r s i t ie s . In  th e  M iss o u ri  P ro v in c e , b e s id e s  th e  h ig h  s c h o o ls  b e a r in g  th e  s a m e  n a m e s  a s  o u r  c o lle g e s , th e re  is  C a m p io n  

H ig h  S c h o o l in  P ra ir ie  d u  C h ie n , W is c o n s in , w h ic h  h a s  n o  c o lle g e  c o n n e c te d  w ith  i t . T e a c h in g  in  h ig h  s c h o o l a n d  te a c h in g  

in  c o lle g e a re tw o  q u ite d if fe re n t th in g s , e a c h  o f  th e m  p le a s a n t in  i ts o w n  w a y , e a c h  h a v in g  i ts p e c u lia r h e a d a c h e s .  

O rd in a r i ly  th e  J e s u it  h ig h  s c h o o l te a c h e r  h a s  h is  t im e  m o re  ta k e n  u p  w ith  e x tra c u rr ic u la r  a c t iv i tie s  th a n  d o e s  th e  c o lle g e  

te a c h e r . H e  w ill f in d  h im s e lf  in  c h a rg e  o f  p u b lic a t io n s  o r  o f  a  s p e e c h  g ro u p , d ire c t in g  s o d a l i t ie s  a n d  a th le t ic s , c o u n s e l in g  

a n d  g u id in g  th e  s tu d e n ts . N a tu ra l ly , a l l o f  th e s e  a c t iv i t ie s  a re  a ls o  in d u lg e d  in  b y  th e  c o lle g e  te a c h e r , b u t I  d o  b e lie v e  th a t  

th e y  m u s t  b e  g iv e n  m o re  t im e  a n d  a t te n t io n  b y  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l te a c h e r , la rg e ly  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  lo w e r  s ta g e  o f  m a tu r i ty  a n d  

d e p e n d a b il i ty  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts .

A n o th e r  s o r t  o f  te a c h in g  ta k e s  p la c e  in  p a r ish e s , w h e re  th e  J e s u i t  w ill  f in d  h im s e lf  te a c h in g  r e l ig io n  to  th e  c h ild re n .  

O n e  o f  o u r  p r ie s ts  to ld  m e  th e  f i r s t  t im e  h e  w a lk e d  in to  a  th ird  g ra d e  c la s s ro o m  to  te a c h  c a te c h is m  to  th e  y o u n g s te r s ,  h e  w a s  

ta k e n  a b a c k  b y  th e  s m a ll s iz e  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  h is  a u d ie n c e . A n d  h is  f i rs t  q u e s t io n  w a s  n o t  to  th e  c h ild re n  a t  a l l  b u t  to  th e  

te a c h e r : “ W h a t  la n g u a g e  d o  y o u  u s e  w h e n  th e y ’r e  th is  l i t t le ? ”

A n o th e r m in is try  w h ic h  J e su i ts  a re  a c t iv e ly  e n g a g e d  in  is p a r is h  w o rk . U s u a lly , y o u  w ill f in d  th e  J e s u it  p a r ish  

c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e ir  c o lle g e  o r  u n iv e r s i ty . B u t  b e s id e s  th e s e  p a r is h e s  th e re  a re  o th e r s  a ls o , in d e p e n d e n t  o f  a n y  s c h o o l .

T h e J e s u i ts a lso  h e lp  v e ry  o f te n  in  p a r is h e s w h ic h  a re n o t th e ir o w n . E a c h  w e e k  e n d , y o u  w ill f in d  a  g re a t  

p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  J e s u it  p r ie s ts  o f  th e  c o m m u n ity  g o in g  o u t  to  h e lp  in  p a r is h e s  a ro u n d  th e  c i ty . T h e  b ig g e r  f e a s t  d a y s , s u c h  

a s  C h r is tm a s  a n d  E a s te r , a re  p e r fe c t  d u d s  in  J e s u it  h o u s e s  u n ti l la te r  o n  in  th e  e v e n in g , b e c a u s e  e i th e r  a l l th e  p r ie s ts  a re  s ti l l  

o u t  w o rk in g  in  p a r is h e s  a ro u n d  th e  c i ty  o r  th e y  a re  r e s t in g  u p  f ro m  h a v in g  b e e n  o u t  w o rk in g  in  th e s e  p a r ish e s .

W e  a ls o  g o  to  s a y  M a s s  a n d  to  h e a r  c o n fe s s io n s  a t  c o n v e n ts  w h e n e v e r  c a lle d  u p o n  a n d  w h e n e v e r  w e  h a v e  e n o u g h  

m e n  to  d o  s o . W e  c a l l  th is  s o r t  o f  p a r ish  w o rk  “ s u p p ly .”

W e  b e g in  o u r  s u p p ly  w o rk  w ith  o u r  l iv e s  a s  p r ie s ts . A t S t. M a ry ’s , d u r in g  o u r  fo u r th  y e a r  o f  th e o lo g y , w e  w e re  

a l lo w e d  to  g o  o u t  a n d  h e lp  in  t i r e  v a r io u s  p a r is h e s  in  K a n s a s . I  m u s t  s a y  th a t , fo r  th e  m o s t  p a r t,  w e  a re  a lw a y s  t r e a te d  ro y a l ly  

b y  th e  p a s to r s  a n d  a s s is ta n ts  a t  th e s e  p a r is h e s  a n d  i t is  a  g re a t e x p e r ie n c e  to  k n o w  m e n  s u c h  a s  th e y . W ith o u t  d e tra c t in g  in  

a n y  w a y  f ro m  th e  o th e r  m e n  I  h a v e  m e t  o n  s u p p ly  jo b s , I  s h o u ld  l ik e  to  s a y  h e re  th a t  th e  g re a te s t o f  th e m  a l l in  m y  m in d  is  

F a th e r H a rry  C u n n in g h a m , a  p a s to r  in  a  s e e m in g ly  in s ig n if ic a n t l i t t le  to w n  in  K a n s a s . T h e  w o r ld  in  i ts ig n o ra n c e  w ill  

p ro b a b ly  n e v e r  r e a l iz e  F a th e r  C u n n in g h a m ’s  s ta tu re . I  k n o w  th is , th a t  a f te r  m y  f in a l  e x a m  in  th e o lo g y  I  w e n t  u p  to  h is  p a r is h  

fo r  a b o u t  a  w e e k  to  s h a re  in  h is  p e a c e . A n d  I  w a s  n o t  d is a p p o in te d , [ fo o tn o te : I  r e a liz e  th a t  I  s h o u ld  g iv e  s o m e  e x p la n a t io n  

o f  ju s t  w h y  I  th in k  s o  m u c h  o f  F a th e r  C u n n in g h a m ,  b u t  I  r e fra in  f ro m  d o in g  s o  to  a v o id  e m b a r ra s s in g  h im . L e t  i t  b e  e n o u g h  

to  s a y  th a t  C h r is t  m u s t  th in k  a  lo t  o f  h im , to o , o th e rw ise  H e  w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  b le s se d  h im  w ith  th e  s p e c ia l  g if t  o f  s u f fe r in g  a n d  

th e  g ra c e  to  u s e  i t  p ro p e r ly .]

A n d  th e n , o n  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  g la s s , is  th e  e x c e p tio n  to  th e  g e n e ra l  ru le : th e  p r ie s t  w h o  t r e a ts  u s  w e ll  e n o u g h ,  

p e rh a p s , b u t  a  l i t t le  w a sp is h ly . T o  d a te , I  h a v e  e n c o u n te re d  o n ly  o n e  s u c h  p r ie s t . I  v is ite d  h im  fo r  H o ly  W e e k  o n e  y e a r . H e  

w a s  n e rv o u s  a n d , a s  a  r e s u l t , te n d e d  to  b e  a  l i t t le  c r it ic a l  a n d  to  s h o u t  a  b it . H e  h a d  h e a rd  s o m e w h e re  th a t  i t  w a s  th e  c u s to m  

to  h a v e  h a m  fo r  E a s te r  a n d  b e s id e s  h e  s e e m e d  to  b e  t ry in g  to  g e t  r id  o f  th e  h a m  h e  h a d  o n  h a n d , b y  s e rv in g  i t  a t  e v e ry  m e a l  

a t  w h ic h  m e a t  w a s  a l lo w e d  fo r  th e  e n tir e  w e e k . A n o th e r  o n e  o f  o u r  m e n  w h o  h a d  h e lp e d  h im  o u t  w a s  a s k e d  n o t  to  c ro ss  h is  

le g s  w h ile  s i t t in g  in  h is  c h a ir  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  “ h a rd  o n  th e  fu rn i tu re .”  W h e n  a l l o u r  w o rk  o f  H o ly  W e e k  w a s  f in is h e d , th is  

p a ra g o n  o f  h o s p ita l ity  d ro v e  m e  h o m e  f ro m  h is  p a r is h , w ith  h is  p o lic e  d o g , o f  w h ic h  h e  w a s  v e ry  fo n d , in  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  

c a r . W h e n  w e  g o t  to  S t. M a ry ’s , w e  s to p p e d  a t  a  g a s  s ta t io n  a n d  F a th e r , to o  n e rv o u s  to  r e m a in  in  th e  c a r , g o t  o u t  to  p a c e  u p  

a n d  d o w n  w h ile  th e  a t te n d a n t  f i l le d  th e  ta n k . W h e n  w e  s to p p e d , th e  d o g  w a s  ly in g  o n  th e  f lo o r  in  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  c a r . o u t  o f  

s ig h t . I  w a s  s i t tin g  in  f ro n t n e x t  to  th e  d r iv e r ’s s e a t . A fte r  th e  a t te n d a n t f in is h e d  f i l lin g  th e  ta n k , h e  to o k  I r is c h a m o is  a n d  

w ip e d  th e  w in d s h ie ld .

T h e n , a s  h e  b e g a n  o n  th e  s id e  w in d o w s , th e  p a s to r  s h o u te d  a t h im : “ D o n ’t  b o th e r  w ith  th o s e . T h a t d a m n  fo o l in  

th e re  w ill  s lo b b e r  a l l  o v e r  th e m  a n y h o w ! ”

T h e  a t te n d a n t lo o k e d  c a re fu l ly  in to  th e  c a r , h is  e y e s  b u lg in g . T h e  o n ly  “ d a m n  fo o l”  h e  c o u ld  s e e  in  th e  c a r  w a s  

a n o th e r  p r ie s t  —  m y s e lf  —  a t  th e  m o m e n t  o c c u p ie d  in  t ry in g  to  s l id e  d o w n  a  l i t t le  lo w e r  in  th e  f ro n t  s e a t a n d  s n a p p in g  m y  

f in g e rs  s o  th e  m a n  c o u ld  s e e  th a t  th e  d o g  in  th e  b a c k  w a s  b e in g  r e fe r re d  to  a s  th e  s lo b b e re r . T h e  d o g , h o w e v e r , w a s  c u n n in g  



e n o u g h  to  r e m a in  h id d e n . I c o n s id e re d  th e  s i tu a t io n  e x tre m e ly  fu n n y , b u t  m y  f r ie n d  th e  p a s to r  d id n ’t  s e e m  to  s e e  a n y th in g  

h u m o ro u s  in  i t  a t  a l l .

C o m e  to  th in k  o f  i t . m a y b e  h e  h a d n ’t  r e fe r re d  to  th e  d o g  a f te r  a l l .

A n o th e r  m in is try  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  is  th a t  o f  p re a c h in g . O f  c o u rse , a l l J e su i ts  d o  s o m e  p re a c h in g , e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e ir  

s u p p ly  w o rk . B u t c e r ta in  o n e s  a re  a s s ig n e d  to  w h a t  w e  c a l l a  “ M is s io n  B a n d ”  a s  th e ir  p e rm a n e n t  jo b . T h e se  m e n  g o  a b o u t ,  

l iv in g  o u t o f  a  s u i tc a s e  fo r  m o s t o f  th e ir  l iv e s , p re a c h in g  m is s io n s  a n d  r e tr e a ts  in  a n y  c i ty  to  w h ic h  th e y  a re  c a l le d . T h e y  

h a v e  a  h a rd  l i f e , a lw a y s  t r a v e l in g  a s  th e y  d o  a n d  n e v e r  p u tt in g  d o w n  ro o ts ,  b u t  i t  is  a  l i f e  o f  g re a t  z e a l  a n d  g o o d  w o rk .

W e  a ls o  ru n  a  n u m b e r  o f  r e tr e a t h o u s e s  fo r  m e n . R e tre a ts  —  o r  d a y s  o f  r e c o l le c t io n  —  a re  g iv e n  fo r  g ro u p s  o f  m e n  

in  th e s e  h o u s e s , m o s tly  o n  w e e k  e n d s . T h e  m e n  w ill  c o m e , s a y , o n  a  T h u rs d a y  n ig h t  a n d  r e m a in  a t  th e  p la c e  th ro u g h  F r id a y .  

S a tu rd a y , a n d  S u n d a y , m a k in g  a  th re e -d a y  r e tre a t d u r in g  th is  t im e , c o n s id e r in g  p ra y e r fu l ly  th e ir  r e la t io n  to  G o d  a n d  th e  

p ro g re s s  th e y  a re  m a k in g  to w a rd  h e a v e n . A g a in , th is  is  a  v e iy  im p o r ta n t  w o rk  o f  th e  S o c ie ty .

A n o th e r  la rg e  o rd e r  th e  S o c ie ty  h a s  to  f i l l is  th e  s p re a d in g  a n d  s e e in g  to  th e  s m o o th  fu n c tio n in g  o f  th e  s o d a l i ty  

m o v e m e n t, a n  o rg a n iz a tio n  w h o s e m e m b e rs s tr iv e  to  practice C h r is tia n  p e r fe c t io n  in  a  b e tte r- th a n -o rd in a ry  w a y . T h is  

o rg a n iz a t io n  h a s  i ts  c e n tra l h e a d q u a r te r s in  S t. L o u is  a t The Queen’s Work b u ild in g . In s tru m e n ta l , o f  c o u rse , in  o rg a n iz in g  

a n d  p u s h in g  th e  s o d a l i ty  in  A m e r ic a , a n d  r e c o g n iz e d  a s s u c h  b y  th e  H o ly  F a th e r , w a s  F a th e r  D a n  L o rd . A n d  w e  c a n n o t  

m e n tio n  h is n a m e  w ith o u t r e c a l l in g  th e  t r e m e n d o u s  w o rk  h e  d id , n o t o n ly  in  th e  s o d a l ity , b u t in  m a n y  o th e r  f ie ld s . H e  

p ro d u c e d  n u m e ro u s p la y s a n d  p a g e a n ts , w h ic h h a v e b e e n  r e c o g n iz e d , b y a u th o r i t ie s o n  th e s e t i l in g s , a s e x c e l le n t 

p ro d u c tio n s . E v e ry o n e  k n o w s , to o , th e  v a s t n u m b e r  o f  p a m p h le ts h e  w ro te , th e  s a le  o f  w h ic h  h a s  to ta le d  o v e r  s e v e n te e n  

m illio n  c o p ie s . A t th e  t im e  o f  h is  d e a th  h e  w a s  e n g a g e d , n o t o n ly  in  w ritin g  m o re  th a n  a n y  te n  m e n  c o u ld  w rite , b u t in  

p ro m o tin g  a n  o rg a n iz a tio n  k n o w n  a s th e  “ K n ig h ts  a n d  H a n d m a id s o f  th e  B le s s e d  S a c ra m e n t .” a  b e a u tifu l id e a  fo r  th e  

p ro m o tio n  o f  d e v o tio n  to  th e  B le s s e d  S a c ra m e n t.

T h e  S o c ie ty  h a s  w o rk e rs ,  to o , o n  m a n y  p u b lic a t io n s  in  A m e ric a . B e s id e s  p u b lis h in g  p a m p h le ts , s h e  s ta ff s  America, 

th e  Theological Digest, Thought, The Messenger of the Sacred Heart, Jesuit Missions, a n d  o th e r  p u b lic a t io n s .

S h e  is  e n g a g e d , to o , in  s o c ia l  w o rk  a n d  in  la b o r  r e la t io n s  g ro u p s . T h e re  a re  J e s u it  e x p e r ts  in  th e s e  f ie ld s  a n d  th e re  

a re  J e su i ts  w h o  h a v e  h e lp e d  to  s e t t le  s tr ik e s  a n d  la b o r  d if f ic u l t ie s  in  m a n y  p la c e s . R e v . J o h n  C o rr id a n , S .J . , fo r  in s ta n c e , h a s  

r e c e iv e d  n a tio n a l  r e c o g n it io n  fo r  h is  f e a r le s s  w o rk  in  h e lp in g  to  c le a n  u p  th e  N e w  Y o rk  w a te r - f ro n t  s i tu a t io n . F a th e r  D e n n is  

J . C o m e y , S .J . , w e ll k n o w n  a s  a n  a rb i tra to r  o f  w a te r- f ro n t  d is p u te s  in  P h ila d e lp h ia ,  w a s  a p p o in te d  b y  P re s id e n t  E ise n h o w e r  

to  a  th re e -m e m b e r f a c t- f in d in g  b o a rd  to  m e d ia te  th e  E a s t  C o a s t  d o c k  d is p u te . F a th e r  L e o  B ro w n , S .J . , o f  S t. L o u is  w a s  a ls o  

g iv e n  a  p re s id e n tia l a p p o in tm e n t  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  p a n e l  to  s e t t le  la b o r  d is p u te s  in  g o v e rn m e n t  a to m ic -e n e rg y  p ro je c ts .  

P re v io u s ly . F a th e r  B ro w n  h a d  b e e n  d is t in g u is h e d  b y  th e  S t. Louis Labor Journal a s  “ L a b o r ’s  M a n  o f  th e  Y e a r ,”  w ith  th is  

c i ta t io n : " H e  w a s  th e  o n ly  m a n  tm s te d  b y  b o th  s id e s  in  th e  s h o w d o w n  [o f  th e  S t. L o u is  T e a m s te r s ’ s tr ik e ] . M a n y  o th e r  t im e s  

d u r in g  th e  y e a r  h is  s a g e  a d v ic e  h a s  s a v e d  m a n y  o th e r  u n io n s  f ro m  h e a d in g  in to  t ro u b le .”

D u r in g  th e w a r . a n u m b e r o f J e su i ts w e re c h a p la in s in  th e  v a r io u s a rm e d  fo rc e s , a n d  m a n y , a m o n g  th e m  

C o n g re s s io n a l M e d a l o f  H o n o r  w in n e r  F a th e r J o s e p h  T . O ’C a lla g h a n . S .J . . o f  U .S .S . Franklin f a m e , w e re  d e c o ra te d  fo r  

v a lo r . T h e y  w e re  ta k e n  a w a y  f ro m  th e ir  o th e r  w o rk  fo r  th is  a l l- im p o r ta n t d u ty  o f  s e rv in g  o u r  c o u n try  a n d  s e rv in g  th o s e  w h o  

s e rv e d  o u r  c o u n try .

T h e  S a c re d  H e a rt  r a d io  p ro g ra m , o r ig in a t in g  f ro m  S t. L o u is , a n d  th e  L e a g u e  o f  th e  S a c re d  H e a rt  a re  o rg a n iz e d  a n d  

p ro m o te d  b y  J e su i ts . T h e  la s t I h e a rd , th e re  w e re  m o re  th a n  n in e  h u n d re d  s ta t io n s  b ro a d c a s tin g  th e  d a ily  S a c re d  H e a rt  

P ro g ra m .

A  c e r ta in  n u m b e r  o f  J e su i ts  e a c h  y e a r  h a v e  to  b e  c h a n n e le d  in to  s p e c ia l s tu d ie s , s o  th a t th e  S o c ie ty  c a n  h a v e  a n  

a d e q u a te  n u m b e r  o f  e x p e r ts  in  e v e ry  f ie ld . E a c h  y e a r  a  n u m b e r  o f  m e n  w ill  b e  s e n t  to  d if fe re n t u n iv e r s i t ie s  fo r  fu r th e r  s tu d y  

in  s u c h  s u b je c ts  a s  s c ie n c e , s p e e c h , e d u c a t io n . E n g lish , l ib ra ry ' s c ie n c e , a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  th e o lo g y ' a n d  p h ilo so p h y . F ro m  m y  

p o in t o f  v ie w , th is  is  a  l i f e  w h ic h  r e a l ly  d e m a n d s  m u c h  s e l l -s a c r if ic e . O f  c o u rs e . I a m  p re ju d ic e d  in  th is  b e lie f  s in c e  s tu d y  

h a s  u s u a lly  s e e m e d  to  m e  a  n e c e s s a ry  e v il r a th e r  th a n  a  p le a s u re . A n d  I  c o u ld  h a rd ly  v is u a l iz e  m y s e lf  e n d u r in g  a n y  m o re  o f  

th is  n e c e s s a ry ' e v il , a f te r  s p e n d in g  f i f te e n  y e a r s  o f  s tu d y  in  th e  S o c ie ty . B u t I  a m  s u re  th a t a m o n g  o u r  s p e c ia l s tu d e n ts  a re  

th o s e  w ith  e n o u g h  lo v e  fo r  s tu d y  to  f in d  i t  p le a s u ra b le , a t  t im e s .

B e s id e s  th e  m in is tr ie s  w h ic h  w e  e x e rc is e  to w a rd  th e  p e o p le  a ro u n d  u s . th e re  a re  s o m e  v e ry ' im p o r ta n t  m in is tr ie s  

w h ic h  th e  J e s u it  m u s t e x e rc is e  to w a rd  h is  o w n  m e n . O u r  o w n  p r ie s ts , s c h o la s t ic s , a n d  b ro th e r s  m a k e  a n  e ig h t-d a y  r e tre a t  

e v e ry  y e a r . A n d  th e  y o u n g e r  m e n  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  a d d  tw o  th re e -d a y  r e tr e a ts  to  th is . S o m e o n e  h a s  to  g iv e  a l l  th e s e  r e tr e a ts . S o  

th e re  a re  J e s u i ts  w h o  g iv e  a  g o o d ly  n u m b e r  o f  r e tr e a ts  to  th e ir  o w n  m e n . S in c e  w e  h a v e  m a d e  s o  m a n y  r e tr e a ts , i t  ta k e s  a n  

e x c e l le n t r e tre a t m a s te r  to  in te re s t a n d  in s p ire  o u r  o w n  m e n . I t is n o t s tr a n g e , th e n , th a t w e  n o tic e  t r a i ts  in  s o m e  r e tr e a t 



m a s te r s  w h ic h , I  a m  s u re , o th e r s  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a w a re  o f . T h e re  w a s  th e  r e tr e a t m a s te r , fo r  in s ta n c e ,  w h o , w h e n  g iv in g  p o in ts  

fo r  a  m e d ita t io n  o n  d e a th  p u t  o n  s u c h  a  g h o u lis h  s m ile  th a t  h e  a lm o s t  s c a re d  u s  a l l  to  d e a th . A n d  th e re  w a s  th e  v e ry  h o ly  a n d  

v e ry  d e lig h tfu l o n e  w h o , w h e n  s p e a k in g  to  u s  o f  in d iff e re n c e  to  c re a tu re s , s a id , w ith  a d m ira b le  s im p lic i ty , “ W e  d o  n o t  

c h o o s e  o u r  o w n  fo o d . I f  w e  d id . p e rh a p s  w e  c o u ld  d ig e s t i t .”

O n e  o f  th e  m o s t  m e m o ra b le  th re e -d a y  r e tr e a ts  d u r in g  m y  c o u rs e  in  th e  S o c ie ty  to o k  p la c e  a t  S t. M a ry ’ s . T h e  r e tre a t  

m a s te r  w a s  a  p a s to r , u s e d  to  th e  la rg e r s u r ro u n d in g s  o f  h is p a r ish . ( I u n d e rs ta n d  th a t h e  c o s t u s  f i f ty -s e v e n  d o lla r s  fo r  a  

s in g le  e v e n in g .) A t B e n e d ic t io n , h e  b u rn e d  th e  ru g  w ith  in c e n s e  b e c a u s e  o f  a  l i t t le  to o  m u c h  e n th u s ia sm  in  s w in g in g  th e  

c e n s e r , b ro k e  th e  ta b e rn a c le  k e y  a n d  a  c o u p le  o f  o th e r s m a ll i te m s . In  a  la rg e r s a n c tu a ry , h e  w o u ld n ’t h a v e  d a m a g e d  

a n y th in g , I ’m  s u re , b u t  th e  s m a lle r  s u r ro u n d in g s  o f  S t. M a n  's  d id  s e e m  l ik e  a  c h in a  s h o p  w ith  h im  in  a c t io n . I t  w a s  l i t t le  

p e c u lia r i tie s  s u c h  a s  th e se  w h ic h  h e lp e d  to  m a k e  r e tr e a ts  in te re s t in g  a n d  m e m o ra b le  a s  w e ll  a s  p ro f i ta b le .

A  v e ry  g re a t a n d  v e ry  d if f ic u l t a n d  v e ry  th a n k le s s  a p o s to la te  w h ic h  s o m e  J e s u i ts  a re  e n g a g e d  in  is  th a t o f  te a c h in g  

o u r  o w n  m e n . I a m  s u re  th a t  th e re  is  s o m e  g ra t i tu d e  e x p re s s e d  in  o u r  e a r ly  d a y s  in  th e  S o c ie ty  to w a rd  o u r  te a c h e r s ,  b u t a s  

w e  g ro w  o ld e r  a n d  s tu d y  lo n g e r  w e  d o  n o t te n d  to  b e  to o  g ra te fu l to  th o s e  w h o  te a c h  u s , a t le a s t  w e  d o  n o t e x p re s s o u r  

g ra t i tu d e  o f te n . I t is  a  w o n d e r fu l th in g  to  te a c h  b o y s  in  s c h o o l , b u t I im a g in e  i t is  v e ry  d if f ic u l t  to  te a c h  o u r  o w n  m e n . T h e  

J e s u i t w a n ts to  e x e rc is e h is  z e a l , b u t h o w  c a n  h e  e x e rc ise  i t o n  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  h a d  h is id e n tic a l t r a in in g ?  I k n o w  th a t  

u n d e rn e a th  a l l  o u r  la c k  o f  e x p re s s io n  o f  th a n k s , h o w e v e r , th e re  is  t r e m e n d o u s  g ra t i tu d e  in  o u r  h e a r ts  fo r  a l l o u r  te a c h e r s ,  fo r  

th o s e  w h o  g u id e d  u s  a n d  ta u g h t  u s  d u r in g  o u r  le n g th y  c o u rse  o f  s tu d ie s . In  c a s e  th e re  is  a n y  d o u b t  le f t in  th e  m in d s  o f  th o s e  

w h o  h a v e  ta u g h t th is p a r t ic u la r J e s u it , le t m e  s a y  n o w  th a t , th o u g h  I s a t in  c la s s l ik e  a  d y n a m ic  b lo c k  o f  w o o d , I d o  

a p p re c ia te  th e  e f fo r t th e y  e x p e n d e d  t ry in g  to  m a k e  m e  a  le a rn e d  J e s u i t . I t  w a sn ’t  th e ir  f a u lt  i f  th e y  d id n ’t  s u c c e e d  p e r fe c t ly .

T h e  e x e rc ise  o f  th o u g h tfu ln e s s  a n d  k in d n e s s  is  n o t  u s u a l ly  r e fe r re d  to  a s  a n  a p o s to la te . B u t  i t  s e e m s  to  m e  th a t i t  is , 

in  a  s e n se , a  v e ry ' g e n u in e  a p o s to la te . T h e  k in d ly  c h a r i ty  w h ic h  J e s u i ts  m a n ife s t, n o t o n ly  to w a rd  e x te m s  b u t  p a r tic u la r ly  

to w a rd  o n e  a n o th e r , is  a  v e ry  g re a t im p lic i t a p o s to la te . I  o n c e  s p e n t a  y e a r  a s  a  p a tie n t  in  a  h o s p ita l . N a tu ra l ly , I  m is se d  m y  

f e llo w  J e su i ts  m o s t . B u t  w h e n e v e r  th e y  c o u ld , th e y  c a m e  in  g ro u p s  o r  a lo n e  to  s e e  m e . a l th o u g h  th e  h o s p ita l  w a s  m o re  th a n  

s e v e n ty  m ile s  f ro m  th e ir  h o m e  a n d  th e y  w e re  v e ry  b u s y . M a n y  w h o  h a rd ly  k n e w  m e  d ro p p e d  in  a s  f r e q u e n tly  a s  th e y  c o u ld .  

I w a s  p a r t ic u la r ly  im p re s s e d  w h e n  o n e  E a s te rn  J e s u it , F a th e r E d  R o o n e y , P re fe c t G e n e ra l o f  S tu d ie s fo r th e  A m e ric a n  

A s s is ta n c y  o f  th e  S o c ie ty , c a m e  to  s e e  m e , a l th o u g h  h e  d id n ’ t k n o w  m e  f ro m  A d a m . H e  h a d  s im p ly  h e a rd  th a t  th e re  w a s  a  

J e s u it  in  th e  h o s p ita l  a n d  h a d  c o m e  to  s e e  h im .

I t is  n o  id le  r e m a rk  th a t S t. Ig n a t iu s  m a k e s  w h e n  h e  s p e a k s  in  h is  ru le  o f  “ th e  in te r io r  la w  o f  c h a ri ty  a n d  lo v e ”  a s  

th e  g u id in g  fo rc e  in  th e  J e su i t ’s l i fe . A n d , th o u g h  th e  J e su i t m a y  p e rh a p s s e e m  l ik e  a n  o f fh a n d  a n d  e v e n  c y n ic a l p e rs o n  

to d a y , h e  is . in  r e a l i ty ', c o m p le te ly  s o ld  o n  S t. Ig n a t iu s  a n d  I r is ru le s , a n d  r e a d y  to  p ra c tic e  th e  c h a ri ty  o f  C h r is t o n  e v e ry  

o c c a s io n  a n d  in  e v e ry ' p o s s ib le  w a y .

In  s p e a k in g  o f  a p o s to la te s . th e re  is  a n o th e r  th a t m u s t n o t  b e  le f t o u t —  th e  a p o s to la te  o f  s ic k n e s s  a n d  s u f fe r in g . I  

a m  c e r ta in  th a t s o m e  s ic k  J e s u i ts  d o  a s  m u c h  fo r  th e  K in g d o m  o f  G o d  b y  o f fe r in g  u p  th e ir  p ra y e r s  a n d  s u f fe r in g s  a s  th e y  c a n  

p o s s ib ly  d o  b y  a n y  m e re  e x te rn a l a c tiv i ty . W e  a re  e s p e c ia l ly  c o n v in c e d  o f  th is  f a c t h e re  a t R e g is  C o lle g e  b e c a u se  o f  o n e  

m e m b e r  o f  o u r  c o m m u n ity , F a th e r  A l G a g e , w h o  h a s  b e e n  h o s p ita l iz e d  n o w  s in c e  1 9 4 8 . A n y s in g le  o n e  o f  o u r  c o m m u n ity  

c a n  te ll  y  o u  w ith  p e r fe c t  t ru th  th a t  o u r  m o s t  v a lu a b le  J e s u it  in  th e s e  p a r ts  is  F a th e r  G a g e .

T h e re  is  a n o th e r  fo rm  o f  a p o s to la te  o f  th e  S o c ie ty w h ic h  I c a n  b e s t  in tro d u c e  b y  q u o tin g  F a th e r  J a m e s  B ro d r ic k ,  

S .J . In  o n e  o f  h is  m a n y  in te re s tin g  b o o k s , F a th e r  B ro d ric k  m e n tio n s  a  s u p e rio r  w h o s e  r e la t io n s h ip  to w a rd  h is  c o m m u n ity  

w a s  g o v e rn e d  b y  th e  m o tto , “ W e  h a v e  a  ru le  a n d  a c c o rd in g  to  th a t ru le  h e  m u s t  d ie .”  I  h a v e  n e v e r , fo r tu n a te ly , in  m y  y e a r s  

in  th e  S o c ie ty , m e t  a  s u p e r io r  w h o  fu lf i l le d  th is  d e sc r ip t io n  e x a c t ly . M o s t  o f  th e m  h a v e  b e e n  v e ry  u n d e rs ta n d in g ,  v e ry  g o o d  

f r ie n d s  a s  w e ll a s  g o o d  s u p e r io r s . S o m e  h a v e , o f  c o u rs e ,  f i tte d  th is  f a v o ra b le  d e s c r ip t io n  b e tte r  th a n  o th e r s .

T o  b e  a  s u p e r io r  in  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  J e s u s  is  a s  m u c h  a n  a p o s to la te  a s  a n y  o f  o u r  e x te rn a l  m in is tr ie s . In  m a n y  w a y s ,  i t  

is  m u c h  m o re  d if f ic u l t, I a m  s u re , th a n  w o rk in g  w ith  e x te m s . F o r  o n e  th in g , n o  o n e  is  a  h e ro  to  h is  o w n  c o m m u n ity . A n d  a  

J e su i t  w h o  is  f i l le d  w ith  z e a l  w a n ts  to  e x e rc is e  th a t  z e a l o n  th e  o th e r  p e o p le  a ro u n d  h im  a n d  n o t  o n  h is  o w n  c o m m u n ity . H e  

f e e ls  th a t h is  f e l lo w  J e s u i ts  w ill g e t  a lo n g  q u ite  w e ll b y  th e m se lv e s  w ith o u t th e  h e lp  o f  h is  p a r t ic u la r  b ra n d  a n d  d e g re e  o f  

z e a l . S o  w h e n  a  m a n  is  a s s ig n e d  to  o n e  o f  o u r  h o u se s  a s  a  s u p e r io r , h e  is  o c c u p ie d  in  a  w o rk  o f  z e a l  w h ic h  r e q u ire s  b lin d  

f a i th  to  p e rc e iv e , [ fo o tn o te : S u c h  a n  a t t itu d e , o f  c o u rs e , c o m e s  f ro m  a  n a tu ra l  v ie w p o in t . S u p e m a tu ra l ly  s p e a k in g ,  o u r  z e a l  is  

b e s t  e x e rc is e d  th o u g h  o b e d ie n c e , a n d  a  s u p e r io r  k n o w s  th is  i f  a n y o n e  d o e s . H o w e v e r , h e  is  s t il l  h u m a n  e n o u g h  to  w a n t  to  

h a v e  h is  c a k e  a n d  e a t  i t  to o .]

T h e re  is  r e a l ly  l i t t le  b a s is  o f  c o m p a r is o n  b e tw e e n  a rm y  b ra s s  a n d  s u p e r io r s  in  th e  S o c ie ty ' o f  J e s u s . O u rs  is  a  m u c h  

m o re  p e rs o n a l  g o v e rn m e n t , a n d  th e re fo re  m u c h  m o re  e la s t ic  a n d  r e la x e d  th a n  th e  a rm y  s y s te m  o f  o f f ic e r s  a n d  m e n . T h e  



S o c ie ty  is  g o v e rn e d , in  th e  f i r s t p la c e , b y  a  F a th e r  G e n e ra l , w h o  r e s id e s  a t R o m e  a n d  w h o  n o rm a lly  h o ld s  o f f ic e  fo r  l i fe .  

U n d e r h im  a re  s e v e ra l a s s is ta n ts  f ro m  d if fe re n t c o u n tr ie s  w h o  s e rv e  th e  G e n e ra l in  a t le a s t a n  a d v iso ry  c a p a c i ty . E a c h  

c o u n try  is  d iv id e d  in to  p ro v in c e s , a n d  o v e r  e a c h  p ro v in c e  is  a  F a th e r  P ro v in c ia l. O v e r  e a c h  h o u s e  is  a  F a th e r  R e c to r , a n d .  

h e lp in g  h im  in  th e  g o v e rn m e n t o f  th a t h o u s e , ta k in g  c a re  e s p e c ia l ly  o f  te m p o ra l  a f fa irs , is  a  F a th e r  M in is te r . T h e re  a re  a ls o  

v a r io u s  m in o r  o f f ic ia ls .

S in c e  m o s t  o f  o n e ’s  o rd e rs  c o m e  f ro m  I r is  im m e d ia te  lo c a l  s u p e r io r s , a n d  s in c e  h e  v e ry  o f te n  k n o w s  th e s e  s u p e r io r s  

q u ite  w e ll  e v e n  b e fo re  th e y  ta k e  o f f ic e , th e re  is  a  g re a t  s p ir i t  o f  c a m a ra d e r ie , c o m b in e d  w ith  r e s p e c t , b e tw e e n  s u p e r io r s  a n d  

s u b je c ts .

D u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  m y  te a c h in g  d a y s  in  B e liz e . F a th e r  J o se p h  Z u e rc h e r , th e n  p ro v in c ia l o f  th e  M iss o u r i  P ro v in c e ,  

c a m e  to  v is i t u s  o n e  y e a r . N o w  i t s o  h a p p e n e d  th a t , a t  th a t  p a r tic u la r  t im e , I  w a s  te a c h in g  V irg i l in  m y  th ird -  a n d  fo u r th -y e a r  

L a tin  c la s s e s , a n d  th e  s e c t io n  w e  w e re  s tu d y in g  w a s  a b o u t L a o c o o n  a n d  h is  s o n s  w h o  h a d  a  g re a t d e a l o f  t ro u b le  w ith  a  

c o u p le  o f  h u g e  s n a k e s . In  k e e p in g  w ith  th e  te x t , th e  b o y s  o n e  d a y  b ro u g h t m e  a  v e ry  a p t g if t, a  s n a k e  —  a l th o u g h  a  r a th e r  

s m a ll  o n e . A fte r  c la s s . I  to o k  i t  u p  to  m y  ro o m  a n d , s e e in g  n o  p la c e  to  k e e p  i t  a t  th e  m o m e n t, p u t i t in  th e  b o tto m  d ra w e r  o f  

m y  d e s k . W h e n  I  r e tu rn e d  to  m y  ro o m  a f te r s tu d y  h a ll a b o u t 9  o ’c lo c k  th a t n ig h t a n d  o p e n e d  th e  d ra w e r . I fo u n d  th a t th e  

s n a k e  h a d  d e c id e d  n o t to  w a it. S o  I  p ro m p tly  w e n t f ro m  ro o m  to  ro o m  in q u ir in g  i f  a n y o n e  h a d  s e e n  m y  s n a k e . I g o t s o m e  

r a th e r  q u e e r  lo o k s  f ro m  th o s e  I  q u e s t io n e d , b u t  n o n e  s o  q u e e r  a s  th a t  w h ic h  I  r e c e iv e d  f ro m  F a th e r  Z u e rc h e r .

“ H a v e  y o u  s e e n  m y  s n a k e  a n y w h e re ? ”  I  a s k e d  h im .

“ S n a k e ? ”

“ Y e s . I  h a d  h im  in  th e  d e sk  d ra w e r  a n d  h e  s e e m s  to  h a v e  e s c a p e d  s o m e w h e re .”

“ W h e re  d o  y o u  l iv e ? ”

I  p o in te d  s tra ig h t  u p . “ R ig h t  a b o v e  y o u .”  I  to ld  h im . F a th e r  Z u e rc h e r , d ig n if ie d  p ro v in c ia l th a t h e  w a s . w a s  n o t  to o
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d ig n if ie d  to  s e e  th e  h u m o r  in  i t . B u t  I  n e v e r  d id  f in d  th a t s n a k e .

F o r  a  t im e , w h ile  w e  w e re  p h ilo s o p h e rs  a t S t. L o u is , o u r  s u p e rio r  w a s  F a th e r  E u g e n e  M u rp h y , n o w  d ire c to r  o f  th e  

S a c re d  H e a rt  P ro g ra m . W e  w e re  y o u n g  m e n  w ith  e x u b e ra n t s p ir i ts , a s  th e  s a y in g  g o e s , a n d  h e  u n d e rs to o d  th a t  f a c t  p e r fe c t ly . 

F re sh  f ro m  F lo r is s a n t , w e  w e re  s u rp r is e d  to  n o tic e  th a t , w h e n  F a th e r  M u rp h y  w o u ld  m a k e  a n  e s p e c ia l ly  f in e  p o in t  d u r in g  a n  

in s tru c t io n , th e  p h ilo s o p h e rs w o u ld  a p p la u d  h im . I t w a s  a  n e w  ty p e  o f  s p ir i tu a l in s tru c t io n  fo r u s . T h e n  th e re  w a s th e  

M o th e rs ’ D a y  w h e n  w e  p la c e d  a  h u g e  b o u q u e t o f  f lo w e rs  o u ts id e  I r is  d o o r  in  h o n o r  o f  th e  o c c a s io n . M o s t o f  u s  f e e l  s u re  th a t  

w e  a re  b e tte r  r e l ig io u s  fo r  h a v in g  b e e n  e x p o s e d  to  th e  u n s tra in e d  s p ir i tu a l a tm o sp h e re  w h ic h  F a th e r  M u rp h y  c o u ld  e n g e n d e r  



w ith  h is  e a sy  p e rs o n a li ty  a n d  th e  c o n s e q u e n t  t ru s t  h e  p u t  in  u s .

O c c a s io n a l ly , th e  s u p e r io r s  a t S t. M a ry ’s  a n d  s o m e  o f  o u r  fo re ig n  th e o lo g ia n s  h a d  a  d if f ic u l t  t im e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  

e a c h  o th e r . O n  o n e  o c c a s io n , o n e o f  o u r s u p e r io r s s u f fe re d  a  s e v e re s h o c k  w h e n  h e r e p r im a n d e d  o n e o f  th e  fo re ig n  

s c h o la s t ic s  fo r  b re a k in g  s i le n c e . T h e  s c h o la s t ic ’s  E n g lis h  c o u ld  n o t  e v e n  b e  d ig n if ie d  b y  c a ll in g  i t  “ b ro k e n .”  A t  a n y  r a te , h e  

b e c a m e  q u ite  in c e n s e d  w ith  th e  s u p e rio r  b e c a u se  o f  th e  m ild , b u t  p ro b a b ly  w e ll-d e s e rv e d  r e p r im a n d . H e  f ig u re d  th a t  h e  w a s  

b e in g  t r e a te d  m o re  l ik e  a  s c h o o lb o y  th a n  l ik e  a  m a n . th o u g h  h is  o p in io n  w a s  d e f in i te ly  o p e n  to  q u e s t io n . H e  t r ie d  to  te l l  th e  

s u p e r io r  th a t h e  w a s  in  h is  th ir tie s  a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a  b ig  m a n  in  th e  w o r ld  b y  th is  t im e . W h a t h e  a c tu a l ly  s a id  w a s  

s o m e th in g  q u ite  d if fe re n t . L o o k in g  th e  s u p e r io r  s tra ig h t  in  th e  e y e , h e  s a id , " I  a m  a  m a n . In  th e  w o r ld  I  h a v e  f iv e  c h ild re n .  ”  

T h e  s u p e r io r , ta k in g  h im  l i te ra l ly  a t  f i rs t , w a s  q u ite  jo l te d ,  u n ti l h e  r e a l iz e d  th a t  “ I  h a v e ”  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  “ I  w o u ld  h a v e  b y  

th is  t im e ."

T h e re  w e re , to o , e m b a r ra s s in g  m o m e n ts  o c c a s io n a l ly  w ith  s u p e r io r s , m a d e  m o re  e m b a r ra s s in g  a n d  c o n s e q u e n tly  

m o re  h u m o ro u s  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  s m a lln e s s  a n d  la c k  o f  s e r io u s n e s s  o f  th e  s i tu a t io n s . F a th e r  M u rp h y , w h o  te n d e d  to  s im p lify  

t i l in g s  a  g re a t  d e a l , g o t  th e  id e a  w h e n  w e  w e re  p h ilo s o p h e rs  th a t  w h e n  a n y o n e  w a s  s p e a k in g  e s p e c ia l ly  lo u d  i t  w a s  a  c e rta in  

s c h o la s t ic , w h o m  w e  s h a l l c a ll M r. J o n e s . O n e  d a y  w h e n  h e  h e a rd  lo u d  ta lk in g  o n  th e  f i rs t  f lo o r , h e  le a n e d  o v e r  th e  th ird  

f lo o r  b a n is te r  a n d  s h o u te d  d o w n : " Q u ie t , M r. J o n e s !”  A n d  a  v o ic e  r ig h t  n e x t  to  h is  e a r  a s k e d  in n o c e n tly , “ D id  y o u  w a n t  m e ,  

F a th e r? ”  F a th e r  M u rp h y  lo o k e d  s h e e p is h ly  a ro u n d  in to  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  r e a l  M r. J o n e s .

T h e n  th e re  w a s  th e  t im e  F a th e r  D ic k  P a te s  w a s  s ta n d in g  b y  o u r  b u lle t in  b o a rd  a t S t. M a ry ’s d u r in g  a  p e r io d  o f  

s i le n c e . H e  w a s  m a k in g  a  f e w  r e m a rk s  a b o u t s o m e th in g  o n  th e  b u lle t in  b o a rd , w h ile  fo u r  o r  f iv e  o f  u s  s to o d  b e h in d  h im ,  

a ls o  r e a d in g  th e  n o te  o n  th e  b o a rd . A s  h e  r a m b le d  o n  h e  d id n 't r e a liz e  th a t th e  o r ig in a l a u d ie n c e  o f  fo u r  o r  f iv e  h a d  d r if te d  

o f f  a n d  w a s  n o  lo n g e r  th e re , u n ti l h e  tu rn e d  a ro u n d  in  th e  m id d e  o f  a  s e n te n c e  a n d  lo o k e d  s tr a ig h t in to  th e  e y e  o f  F a th e r  

H e rb s t, o u r  s u p e r io r . H e  w a s  s o  c a u g h t  b y  s u rp r is e  th a t  a l l h e  c o u ld  d o  w a s  t ip  l i is  b ire t ta  a n d  w a lk  a w a y , r a th e r  q u ic k ly ,  b u t  

n o t  b e fo re  F a th e r  H e rb s t  h a d  lo o k e d  d o w n  f ro m  a b o u t  a  fo o t  a b o v e  h im  a n d  to ld  h im  to  s h u t  u p  a n d  g o  to  h is  ro o m . B o th  o f  

th e m  h a d  a  h a rd  t im e  k e e p in g  a  s tra ig h t  f a c e .

I w a s o n c e s ta n d in g  lo o k in g  a t th e  s a m e  b u lle tin  b o a rd  a n d  th in k in g  th a t m y  f r ie n d  F a th e r J o e S h e e h a n  w a s  

s ta n d in g  a t  m y  r ig h t  s h o u ld e r  ju s t  b e h in d  m e . A s  I  w a s  le a v in g  th e  b o a rd , I  d u g  m y  e lb o w  q u ite  e f fe c tiv e ly  in to  h is  s to m a c h .  

T h e s to m a c h  s e e m e d  c o n s id e ra b ly s o f te r th a n  F a th e r S h e e h a n ’s , h o w e v e r . I t b e lo n g e d  to  th e S p ir i tu a l F a th e r o f  th e  

th e o lo g ia n s , n o t  a  s u p e r io r ,  b u t  a  m a n  o f  f a r  to o  m u c h  d ig n ity  to  h a v e  h is  s to m a c h  in v a d e d  b y  a n  e lb o w .

I r e m e m b e r  th e  t im e  a ls o  th a t tw o  s c h o la s tic s , n e w ly  a rr iv e d  f ro m  F lo r is sa n t , w e re  s e rv in g  th e  M a s s  o f  F a th e r  J o e  

H o rs t , o u r  s u p e r io r  o f  th e  P h ilo s o p h a te  in  S t. L o u is . W h e n  F a th e r  c a m e  d o w n  to  s a y  th e  p ra y e r s  a t  th e  e n d  o f  M a ss , b o th  

s c h o la s t ic s  fo rg o t  to  p u s h  o v e r  a  p a d  fo r  h im  to  k n e e l  o n . F in a l ly , a t  th e  la s t  m o m e n t, o n e  o f  th e m  th o u g h t o f  i t  a n d  p u s h e d  

o v e r  th e  p a d  ju s t a s  F a th e r  H o rs t k n e lt d o w n . T h e  r e s u l t o f  th is  d e lic a te  t im in g  w a s  th a t F a th e r  H o rs t , a l l u n k n o w in g , s a id  

th e  p ra y e rs w h ile  k n e e l in g  n o t o n ly  o n  a  ru b b e r k n e e l in g  p a d  b u t o n  a  s c h o la s t ic ’s h a n d , [ fo o tn o te : F a th e r  H o rs t w a s  

u n d o u b te d ly  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t lo v a b le  s u p e r io r s  w e  h a v e  h a d . W e  w e re  fo n d  o f  h im  fo r m a n y  r e a s o n s , c h ie f ly , p e rh a p s ,  

b e c a u s e  w e  s e n s e d  h is  c o n c e rn  fo r  u s  a n d  l i is  d e v o tio n  to  o u r  in te re s ts . H is  G e n n a n ism s  in  c la s s , s u c h  a s  “ Y o u ’r e  b e a t in g  

th e  b u s h  a ro u n d ” m a d e  h is  le c tu re s m e m o ra b le  a s  w e ll a s o rd e r ly  a n d  p re c is e . M o s t m e m o ra b le  o f  a l l, th o u g h , w a s  th e  

in s tru c t io n  h e  g a v e  u s  b e fo re  o u r  d e p a r tu re  fo r  v il la  e a c h  s u m m e r. “ F o r  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  h a n g -o v e r  in  C h ic a g o ."  h e  w o u ld  

s a y  w h e n  h e  m e a n t “ a  s to p o v e r  in  C h ic a g o .”  “ A s  fo r  th e  s w im m in g  s u i ts ,”  h e  w o u ld  te l l u s . " th e y  s h o u ld  b e  w o rn . Y o u  c a n  

g e t  b ro w n  —  b u t  n o t  a l l o v e r .”  T h e n  h e  w o u ld  s m ile  in d u lg e n tly  a t  o u r  la u g h te r . A s  w e  m ig h t  h a v e  e x p e c te d . F a th e r  H o rs t 

d ie d , w ith  n o  p re c e d in g  s ic k n e ss , s h o r t ly  a f te r  b e in g  t r a n s fe r re d  f ro m  th e  P h ilo s o p h a te  in  S t. L o u is .]

J u s t  a s  w e  h a d  a l l k in d s  o f  c o m p a n io n s  in  o u r  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  a n d  la te r  o n , s o  w e  h a d  a l l k in d s  o f  s u p e r io r s : ta ll  

o n e s , s h o r t  o n e s , f r ie n d ly  o n e s , a n d  th o s e  w h o  w e re  r a th e r  r e s e rv e d . N a tu ra l ly , th e re  w e re  th o s e  w e  c o u ld  ta lk  to  f r e e ly  a n d  

th o s e  w h o  w e re  a  b it  r e m o te . I  d o  n o t  w is h  to  s p e a k  a b o u t  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  s u p e r io r s  h e re  e x c e p t  to  m e n tio n  tw o . T h e  f i rs t  w a s  

r e a l ly  n o t  a  s u p e r io r  a t  a l l a t th e  t im e  ( th o u g h  h e  is  n o w ) , b u t  h e  d id  h o ld  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  Socius ( c o m p a n io n  o r  a s s is ta n t)  to  

th e  P ro v in c ia l  fo r  a b o u t  s e v e n te e n  y e a rs . A n d  in  th a t  jo b  h e  d id  a n  in e s t im a b le  a m o u n t o f  g o o d  fo r  u s  s c h o la s t ic s . J e s u i ts  o f  

o u r  p ro v in c e  w ill k n o w  th a t I a m  s p e a k in g  o f  F a th e r  W ill ia m  F itz g e ra ld  w h o  w a s  a lw a y s  a  g re a t f r ie n d  to  a l l o f  u s , e v e n  

th o u g h  l i is  jo b  fo rc e d  h im  to  m o v e  in  v e ry  s u p e r io r  c irc le s . O n ly  G o d  k n o w s  h o w  m a n y  y o u n g  m e n  in  th e  S o c ie ty  h e  

e n c o u ra g e d  to  k e e p  g o in g  w h e n  th e  g o in g  w a s  a  l i t t le  ro u g h  a n d  o n ly  G o d  w ill k n o w  th e  k in d n e s s  F a th e r  F itz  s h o w e d  a n d  

s t il l  s h o w s  to w a rd  s o  m a n y  o f  l i is  J e s u it  b ro th e r s .

T h e  o th e r  p e rso n  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  b e s t s u p e r io r s  I h a v e  e v e r  b e e n  p r iv i le g e d  to  b e  u n d e r . H e  w a s  c o m p le te ly  f a ir ,  

n e v e r  c o ld  o r  r e m o te , b u t  a lw a y s  w illin g  to  l is te n , a lw a y s  a n x io u s  to  h e a r  b o th  s id e s  o f  a  q u e s t io n . T h is  w a s  F a th e r  D a v id  

H ic k e y , m y  s u p e r io r  in  B e liz e  a n d  w h o  is  n o w  B is h o p  H ic k e y  in  th e  s a m e  p la c e . T o  m e . h e  c o m e s  c lo s e  to  fu lf i l l in g  th e  



id e a l  th a t S t. Ig n a tiu s  h a d  in  m in d  w h e n  h e  e n d o rs e d  th e  s y s te m  o f  s u p e r io r- s u b je c t  fo r  la is  S o c ie ty .

Y e s , th e  J e su i ts  h a v e  m a n y  m in is tr ie s  in  w h ic h  to  e m p lo y  th e m se lv e s . B y  c e r ta in  s ta n d a rd s , th e y  s tu d y  fo r  a  lo n g ,  

lo n g  t im e , b u t  e v e ry  b it o f  w h a t  th e y  le a rn  is  to  b e  u s e d  la te r  in  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o th e r . A n d  th e  o n e  g u id e  a s  to  h o w  th e y  w ill

u s e  th e ir  k n o w le d g e  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  is  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  m o tto . Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam, “ A ll  fo r  th e  g re a te r  g lo ry  o f  G o d . ’ ’

Epilogue

S IN C E  a  la rg e  p a r t o f  th is  b o o k  c o n s is ts  o f  r e m in isc e n c e s , I k n o w  n o  b e tte r  w a y  o f  b r in g in g  i t to  a  c lo s e  th a n  b y  

fu r th e r  r e m in isc e n c e s , b y  g o in g  b a c k  o n  a  v is i t to  th e  p la c e  w h e re  m y  J e s u it t r a in in g  b e g a n , S t. S ta n is la u s  S e m in a ry  a t  

F lo r is sa n t .  M is so u r i .

F o r  s o m e  y e a r s  a f te r  w e  le f t  F lo r is s a n t , a  r a th e r  r e l ig io u s  s n e e r  w e n t  w ith  th e  e x p re s s io n  “ T h e  H o u s e  o f  B re a d . ’ ’ in  

r e fe re n c e  to  th e  N o v it ia te . W e  th o u g h t  th a t  w e  w e re  w e ll  o u t  o f  th e  p la c e . A n d  w e  th o u g h t , to o . th o u g h  w e  h a d  b e e n  w a rn e d  

a b o u t t l r is  v e ry  t i lin g , th a t w e  w e re  a  l i t t le  a b o v e  s o m e  o f  th e  p ra c t ic e s  o f  o u r  A lm a  M a te r . N o t th a t w e  f e l t th a t a n y  o f  th e  

r e l ig io u s  id e a s  o r  d u tie s  th a t w e  h a d  le a rn e d  th e re  w e re  r id ic u lo u s  o r  o u t o f  p la c e . B y  n o  m e a n s . B u t w e  d id  f e e l  th a t w e  

w e re  m o re  m a tu re  (w h ic h  w a s  t ru e  in  a  s e n se ) , a n d  th a t n o w  w e  w e re  fo rm e d  s p ir i tu a l m e n  (w h ic h  w a s  f a r  f ro m  t ru e ) . A n d  

w e  lo o k e d  b a c k  o n  th e  d a y s  a t S t. S ta n is la u s  w ith  th e  c o n d e s c e n s io n  th a t a  s ix te e n -y e a r -o ld  a d o le s c e n t h a s  fo r  a  fo u r te e n -

Aj t  daily

y e a r -o ld  b o y .



B u t i t d id n ’t  ta k e  u s  lo n g  to  r e a l iz e , i f  n o t  to  a d m it , th a t S t. S ta n is la u s  w a s  r e a lly  th e  H o u s e  o f  B re a d , th e  s o r t o f  

b re a d  w e  p ra y e d  fo r  e v e ry  d a y  in  th e  Our Father, “ G iv e  u s  t l iis  d a y  o u r  d a ily  b re a d .”  W e  b e g a n  to  s e e  th a t  th e  th in g s  w e  h a d  

le a rn e d  th e re  w e re  la s t in g  th in g s . W e  b e g a n  to  w is h  fo r  th e  f a ith fu ln e s s  o f  th o s e  d a y s , fo r  th e  g o o d  w ill th a t d ro v e  u s  

th ro u g h  th re e o r fo u r y e a r s th e re . I t w a sn ’t lo n g , e i th e r , b e fo re w e fo u n d  a n e w  in te n t io n  in  o u r p ra y e r s , a lm o s t  

a u to m a tic a l ly , th e  f e rv e n t p ra y e r  th a t th e  n o v ic e s a n d  ju n io r s  b e in g  t r a in e d  a t F lo r is s a n t w o u ld  a b s o rb  e v e ry  b it o f  th e ir  

t r a in in g  s o  th a t th e  e f fe c t w o u ld  b e  p e rm a n e n t  a n d  la s t in g  a n d  s o  th a t th e  S o c ie ty  c o u ld  r a ise  u p  g re a t in s tru m e n ts  in  th e  

h a n d s  o f  C o d .

W h e n  I la s t v is ite d  S t. S ta n is la u s S e m in a ry ' a t F lo r is s a n t (F e b ru a ry  2 5  to  M a rc h  6 . 1 9 5 3 ) , i t h a d  b e e n  a lm o s t  

s e v e n te e n  y e a r s  s in c e  I h a d  f i r s t  c o m e  th e re  a n d  a  lo n g , lo n g  t im e  s in c e  I h a d  s e e n  th e  p la c e . I  w a s  a  b it  a p p re h e n s iv e  a s  to  

w h a t I  w o u ld  f in d . A ll o f  u s  k n o w , y o u  s e e , th a t in  th e se  d a y s  o f  g re a te r  m in d s , th e  S o c ie ty , to o , is  fo l lo w in g  th e  t r e n d  b y  

f i l l in g  h e r  r a n k s  w ith  th e  u p p e r  s tra ta  o f  in te l le c ts . S o  I fu l ly  e x p e c te d , o n  a r r iv in g  a t th e  s e m in a ry ' fo r  m y  r e tr e a t , to  s e e  a  

g e n e ra t io n  o f  n o v ic e s  a n d  ju n io r s  e n d o w e d  w ith  o u ts iz e  h e a d s  a n d  h ig h  s lo p in g  in te l le c tu a l fo re h e a d s . I t  w a s  v e ry ' c h e e r in g  

a n d  e n c o u ra g in g  to  s e e  o n ly  o n e  h ig h  fo re h e a d  a m o n g  a l l  th e  n o v ic e s  a n d  ju n io r s . A n d  th a t  o n e  w a s n ’ t s lo p in g  a t  a l l . I t  w a s  

ju s t  s o  h ig h  i t  w e n t  b a c k  a lm o s t  to  th e  n e c k b o n e . I  f e l t  b e tte r , to o , w h e n  th e  r e a d e r  in  th e  r e fe c to ry ' o n e  d a y  m is p ro n o u n c e d  

fo u r  o r  f iv e  L a tin  w o rd s  in  tw o  m in u te s . I t  w a s  a t  th a t  m o m e n t  th a t  I  b e g a n  to  f e e l  a t  h o m e .

I t  w a s  a  s h o c k  a n d  y e t  a  w o n d e r fu l  t i r in g  to  lo o k  a ro u n d  a n d  s e e  th e  a p p le -c h e e k e d  y o u n g  n o v ic e s  a n d  ju n io r s . A  

s h o c k , b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  th e n  I  r e a l iz e d  h o w  lo n g  i t  h a d  b e e n  s in c e  w e  h a d  b e e n  in  th e ir  p la c e s . A n d  I  w o n d e re d  i f  w e  h a d  e v e r  

lo o k e d  th a t  y o u n g , [ fo o tn o te : L a te r , w h e n  I  lo o k e d  a t  o u r  n o v ic e  p ic tu re  in  a n  o ld  a lb u m , I  s a w  th a t  w e  h a d  n o t  o n ly  lo o k e d  

th a t  y o u n g ,  b u t  I , fo r  o n e , h a d  a ls o  lo o k e d  c o m p le te ly  c a l lo w  a n d  s tu p id . I  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  h a v e  b e e n  m is ta k e n  fo r  o n e  o f  th e  

c a lv e s  o n  th e  f a rm , e x c e p t  I  d id  u s u a l ly  w a lk  o n ly  o n  m y  h in d  le g s .]

I t  w a s  a  th r i l l to  s e e  th e  n o v ic e s , w ith  th e ir  ro s a r ie s  in  th e ir  c in c tu re s , a n d  th e  ju n io r s , d is t in g u is h e d  b y  th e ir  b ire t ta s  

o r  b y  th e  f a c t  th e y  c o u ld  w a lk  tw o  a n d  tw o  a t  r e c re a t io n . Y o u  c o u ld  s t i ll s p o t  a  n o v ic e  in  th e  c h a p e l f ro m  a  g re a t d is ta n c e .  

F o r  w h o  e ls e  b u t  a  n o v ic e  o r  a  c o n to r t io n is t  c o u ld  w o rk  h im s e lf  in to  s u c h  p ra y e rfu l  p o s i t io n s ?

I  w a s  h a p p y  to  s e e , to o , th a t  th e  h a irc u ts  o f  th e  n o v ic e s  a n d  ju n io rs  w e re  ju s t  a s  b a d  a s  e v e r , a n d  lo o k e d  m o re  l ik e  

th e  r a n d o m  n ib b lin g s  o f  a  h u n g ry  r a t  th a n  a n y th in g  e lse . T h is  m a d e  m e  h a p p y , b e c a u s e  I  r e c a l le d  th a t  f ro m  th e  d a y  F a th e r  

J im  H a n le y  a n d  I  h a d  b e e n  a p p o in te d  a s  b a rb e r s , n e ith e r  o f  u s  h a d  e v e r  tu rn e d  o u t  a  g o o d  h a irc u t , e s p e c ia l ly  o n  e a c h  o th e r . 

In  f a c t , o u r  g re a te s t a rg u m e n t c a m e  f ro m  t ry in g  to  d e c id e  w h o  w o u ld  c u t  w h o m  la s t w h e n  i t c a m e  o u r  tu rn  fo r  a  h a irc u t ,  

[ fo o tn o te : T h e re  is  s o m e  t ru th  to  th e  s a y  in g  in  th e  S o c ie ty , “ O n c e  a  b a rb e r , a lw a y s  a  b a rb e r .”  B o th  F a th e r  H a n le y  a n d  I  k e p t  

n ib b lin g  a w a y  r ig h t  u p  to  o rd in a t io n . H o w e v e r , in  o n e ’s  la s t  y e a r  a s  a  b a rb e r  a t S t. M a ry ’s , h e  is  a c c o rd e d  a  r a re  p r iv i le g e .  

H e  is  a l lo w e d  to  c h o o s e  h is  c u s to m e rs  in s te a d  o f  h a v in g  th e m  c h o o se  o r  r e fu s e  h im . I t  w a s  fo r  th is  r e a so n  th a t  I c u t  v e ry  

l i t t le  h a ir  in  m y  f in a l  y e a r  in  th e  p ro fe s s io n , s in c e  I  b e a t  m y  f e llo w  b a rb e r s o u t in  s e le c t in g  fo r  c u s to m e rs  te n  o f  th e  m o s t  

h a ir le s s  J e s u i ts  a t S t. M a ry ’s .] I  r e c a l le d , to o , F a th e r  H a n le y 's  h a b it o f  th ro w in g  c h u n k s  o f  s te e l w o o l o r  o ld  ro p e  d o w n  in  

f ro n t  o f  l i is  v ic t im ’s  e y e s  a s  h e  m a d e  th e  s o u n d  e f fe c ts  w ith  th e  s c is s o r s .

I c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  th in k in g , to o , o f  th e  d if fe re n c e  in  o u r  id e a ls  in  th o s e  d a y s  a n d  n o w . T h e n , id e a ls  h a d  b e e n  v a g u e  

th in g s , w ith  g re a t g e n e ro u s  r e s o lu t io n s  in v o lv e d , b u t  w ith o u t th e  p a r t ic u la r d ire c t io n s  th a t  th e y  la te r  a s s u m e d . O u r  id e a ls  

n o w  w e re  p ro b a b ly  g re a te r  a n d  s tro n g e r  a n d  m o re  p re c is e . B u t w e  h a d  n o t fo re s e e n , a s n o v ic e s , th e  s o m e tim e s  te r r i f ic  

s tru g g le  i t w o u ld  b e  k e e p in g  th e m . A n d  i t ’s  ju s t  a s  w e ll  w e  d id  n o t s e e  i t . B e c a u s e  w e  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  n o t h a v e  s e e n  th e  

o v e rw h e lm in g  g ra c e  th a t  w o u ld  b e  h e lp in g  u s  to  w in  th e  s tru g g le , h e lp in g  u s  “ to  g iv e  a n d  n o t  to  c o u n t  th e  c o s t , to  f ig h t  a n d  

n o t  to  h e e d  th e  w o u n d s .”  W e  m ig h t  n o t  h a v e  r e a l iz e d  th a t  w e  w e re  a n tic ip a t in g  to m o r ro w ’s  t r ia ls  w ith  to d a y ’s  g ra c e s .

W h e n e v e r  y o u  r e v is i t a n  o ld  f a m ilia r  p la c e , y o u  n a tu ra l ly  lo o k  a ro u n d  to  s e e  i f  a n y  o f  y o u r  o ld  f r ie n d s  a re  s t i ll  

th e re . A n d  a s  I  lo o k e d  a ro u n d  a t F lo r is s a n t , I  s a w  o n ly  tw o  o f  th e  p r ie s ts  w h o  h a d  b e e n  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  f a c u lty  in  o u r  d a y  

th e re . T h e se , h o w e v e r , w e re  th e  tw o  w h o m  w e  c e r ta in ly  w o u ld  h a v e  v o te d  th e  m o s t l ik e ly  to  s u rv iv e , F a th e r A lo y s iu s  

J a c o b s m e y e r  a n d  F a th e r  F ra n c is  P re u s s . I s a w  th e  la tte r  in  t i r e  g a rd e n  o n e  d a y , w a tc h in g  a  ju n io r  c u t  a  l im b  o f f  a  t r e e  a n d  

g iv in g  h im  a p p ro p r ia te  d ire c t io n s .  H e  h a d  d o n e  a  lo t  o f  th is  w ith  u s  w h e n  w e  w e re  ju n io r s . A s  I  w a tc h e d  h im  n o w , I  r e c a l le d  

th e  t im e  th a t  h e  w a s  d ire c t in g  a  ju n io r  in  c u tt in g  o f f  a  l im b  o n  w h ic h  th e  ju n io r ’s  la d d e r  r e s te d .

M a n y  o f  th e  b ro th e r s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  th e re  w ith  u s  w e re  s t il l  a ro u n d : B ro th e r  D u  C h a rm e , B ro th e r  R e e k e r , B ro th e r  

H u s e m a n n , B ro th e r  J o e  S ie h r . B ro th e r  E u f in g e r , B ro th e r  E ile r t . B ro th e r S c h w e n d e m a n n , a n d  B ro th e r  D a n ie ls  —  w h o  g o t  

h is  s ta r t  in  th e  p o w e rh o u s e , a n  o c c u p a tio n  w h ic h  t r a in e d  h im  r e m o te ly  fo r  l i is  p re s e n t  jo b  o f  in f irm a r ia n . H e  a n d  I  h a d  m o re  

in  c o m m o n  th a n  th e  f a c t  th a t  w e  b o th  h a d  b e e n  n o v ic e s  to g e th e r . I t s e e m s  th a t  e a c h  o f  u s  h a d  o n c e  h a d  th e  s a m e  a m b it io n  in  

l i f e , to  p ilo t  a  o n e -m a n  s tr e e tc a r . W e  h a v e  d e c id e d , in  th is  m o d e m  d a y . to  c o n v e r t  to  a  b u s .



T h e s e w e re th e o ld  f a m il ia r f a c e s a t F lo r is sa n t . B u t th e re w e re s o m e n e w  o n e s , c o n te m p o ra r ie s , o r n e a r 

c o n te m p o ra r ie s  r a th e r , o f  m in e . T h e re  w a s  F a th e r  T o m  H a lle y , f ro m  m y  o w n  c la s s ; a n d  F a th e r J o e  C o s te l lo , o n e  o f  th e  

s h a rp e s t  m in d s  I  h a v e  lo o k e d  in  a w e  u p o n , w h o  n o w  te a c h e s  th e  ju n io r s . F a th e r  F ra n k  G u e n tn e r  is  n o w  th e  d is t in g u ish e d  

Socius to  th e  M a s te r  o f  N o v ic e s . F a th e r  W a lt  H a rr is  a t  th e  t im e  o f  m y  v is i t b e lle re d  o u t  th e  g ra c e  b e fo re  a n d  a f te r m e a ls  

w ith  g re a t  r e so n a n c e . T h is  is  n o t  s u rp r is in g , s in c e  w e  w h o  k n e w  h im  r e c a l l  h is  c o n s ta n t  p ra c tic in g  o f  v o w e l  s o u n d s  a n d  s u c h  

in  th e  s u b te r ra n e a n  c a v e rn s  th a t  h o n e y -c o m b e d  th e  o ld  N o v itia te . A n d  w e  r e c a l l , to o , th e  w a y  h is  n e c k  m u s c le s  b u lg e d  w h ile  

h e  s a n g  in  c h a p e l . O n e  le a m s  to  s p o t  th e  fu tu re  m in is te r  v e ry  e a r ly  in  th e  S o c ie ty .

T h e  ro a d  s ti l l w in d s  th ro u g h  S t. J o e ’s W o o d s  to  th e  v il la  o f  C h a rb o n ie r re , o n  th e  h e ig h ts  o v e r  lo o k in g  th e  r iv e r . 

T h is  ro a d , to  m e  a t  le a s t , h a s  a lw a y s , in  a lm o s t  a n y  s e a so n , s e e m e d  lo v e ly . I t  is  e sp e c ia l ly  s o , p e rh a p s , in  th e  f a l l . B u t  e v e n  

in  b le a k  F e b ru a ry  a n d  M a rc h  I  fo u n d  i t  p le a s in g  b e c a u se ,  p e rh a p s , o f  th e  p ro m is e  th a t  th e  g re e n  b u d s  a n d  s h o o ts  o f  g ra s s  

a lre a d y  g a v e .

A s o n e  le a v e s th e  g a te  b e h in d  th e  N o v it ia te , h e  c ro s s e s H o w d e rsh e ll  R o a d , g o e s p a s t th e  c o w  b a m s , p a s t th e  

s e is m o g ra p h  s ta t io n  a n d  a  c o u p le  o f  p a s tu re s . A s  I  p a s se d  th e  b a m s , I  n o tic e d  th e  p re se n t  in h a b ita n t  o f  th e  b u ll  p e n . H e  w a s  

a n  e x a c t r e p l ic a  o f  th e  b u ll w h o  h a d  b e e n  th e re  in  o u r d a y . T h e re w a s th is d if fe re n c e , h o w e v e r : o u r  b u ll h a d  b e e n  

s u ff ic ie n t ly  b u ll- lik e  to  b e  v io le n t  w h ile  th is  o n e  r e m in d e d  m e  o f  a  p la c id  S o u th e rn  g e n tle m a n . H e  la y  th e re  w ith  c o m p le te  

in d if f e re n c e  e v e n  to  th e  c o w s  o n  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  f e n c e , a s  th o u g h  h e  w e re  f a r  s u p e r io r  to  s u c h  th in g s . H o w e v e r , th e  fu l l  

m a te rn i ty  w a rd  to  th e  n o r th  b e lie d  h is  in d iff e re n c e .

O n  m y  n o s ta lg ic  r e v is i t , I w a lk e d  to  th e  e n d  o f  o n e  o f  th e  p a s tu re s , th e n  tu rn e d  to  th e  r ig h t a lo n g  a  f e n c e  a n d  

d e s c e n d e d  in to  a  w o o d e d  g u lle y , th ro u g h  w h ic h  s o m e tim e s  r a n  a  r a th e r  l is t le s s  c re e k . I t  w a s  b y  th is  s a m e  g u lle y  th a t  I  h a d  

o n c e  s e e n  a  c o m e d y  a c te d  o u t . I h a d  w a n d e re d  u p  th a t  w a y  d u r in g  o n e  o f  o u r triduums a n d  h a d  s a t o n  a  b a n k  w a tc h in g  

n o th in g  in  p a r t ic u la r . S u d d e n ly ,  th e re  h a d  b e e n  y ip e s  a n d  f r a n t ic  b a rk in g  in  th e  d is ta n c e . O v e r  th e  h il l  a n d  a c ro s s  th e  g u lle y  

f ro m  m e  c a m e  th e  f la s h in g  f ig u re  o f  a  r e d  fo x . N o  s o o n e r  w a s  h e  o u t  o f  s ig h t o f  h is  p u rsu e r s  o v e r  th e  r is e  t i ta n  h e  tu rn e d  

s h a rp ly  to  h is  r ig h t d a s h e d  a lo n g  a  h e d g e ro w  u p  o v e r  th e  ro a d  a n d  d is a p p e a re d . In  a  m o m e n t, tw o  te r r ie r s  c a m e  y a p p in g  

o v e r  th e  h il l  in  h o t  p u rs u i t . T h e  o n e  n e a re s t  to  m e  d e c id e d  to  tu rn  r ig h t  a t  th e  p ro p e r  p la c e ,  b u t  h is  c o m p a n io n  d e c id e d  to  g o  

s tr a ig h t . T h e  r e s u l t w a s  a  c o ll is io n , a n d  th e  f ig h t  w h ic h  e n s u e d  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  c lo w n s  ru in e d  th e ir  c h a n c e s  o f  e v e r  f in d in g  

th e  fo x , w h o  w a s  p ro b a b ly  n o t  to o  f a r  a w a y  la u g h in g  a t  th e m . I t  is  d o u b tfu l  w h a t  th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  h a d  th e y  c a u g h t  h im  

a n y w a y .

I  r e m e m b e re d  a l l  th a t  a s  I  w a lk e d  th ro u g h  th e  w o o d s , fo l lo w in g  th e  n o w  d ry  c re e k  b e d  to  a n o th e r  f a m ilia r  s p o t , a  

h o l lo w e d -o u t p la c e  w ith  s m o o th  b a n k s  a n d  h u g e  t r e e s . I t h a d  b e e n  b e a u tifu l a n d  g re e n  o n e  a f te rn o o n  w h e n  a n o th e r  ju n io r  

a n d  I  h a d  ta k e n  a  w a lk  o u t  th e re  a n d  h a d  s a t  d o w n  to  r e la x  a n d  p ro b a b ly  c o lle c t  c h ig g e r s . I t  h a d  b e e n  o n e  o f  th e s e  J u n io ra te  

a f te rn o o n s  o n  w h ic h  w e  w e re  a l lo w e d  e i th e r  to  s tu d y  o r  to  ta k e  r e c re a t io n . A s  f a r  a s  I  w a s  c o n c e rn e d , th e re  w a s  n e v e r  a n y  

c h o ic e . I  w a s  ju s t  b e g in n in g  to  r e la x  w h e n  m y  c o m p a n io n  v o ic e d  h is  w is h  to  g o  h o m e  a n d  s tu d y . T h e  tw o  a t t i tu d e s  w e re  

p e r fe c t  k e y s  to  o u r  r e sp e c tiv e  p e rs o n a l i t ie s .

I  p a s se d  o v e r  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  o u r  g o lf  c o u rs e , th e  a r is to c ra t ic  H e ife r  H e ig h ts . H e re , F a th e r  B o b  L a m b e c k  a n d  F a th e r  

M a r tin  V a s k e  h a d  p o u n d e d  g o lfb a l ls  s o  f a r  th a t  i t  w a s  a  w o n d e r  th e y  e v e r  fo u n d  th e m .

A lo n g  th e  p a th  a t  o n e  p o in t  w a s  a  w a y s id e  s h r in e . O n  th e  m o s t  b e a u tifu l o a k  t r e e  in  S t. J o e ’s  W o o d s , a n d  p e rh a p s  

in  th e  w h o le  s ta te  o f  M is so u r i , w a s  a  s im p le  c ro s s . H e re ,  to o , w e  h a d  o f te n  p a u s e d  to  s a y  a  p ra y e r  to  C h r is t  c ru c if ie d . I t  w a s  

m o s t  f i t tin g  th a t  H e  s h o u ld  b e  th e re  to  r e m in d  u s  f ro m  th a t  p a r t ic u la r  o a k .

A  l i t t le  f a r th e r  o n  w a s  th e  o ld  p o n d  w h e re  w e  u s e d  to  s k a te . I t s e e m e d  a  g o o d  d e a l s m a lle r  n o w . T h e re  w a s  o n c e  a  

ru m o r  th a t  th e  s o a p  w e  u s e d  in  th e  N o v it ia te  w a s  c u t, d u r in g  c e r ta in  s e a s o n s ,  f ro m  th e  s l im e  o f  th is  p o n d .

I w a lk e d  b a c k  u p  to  th e  c in d e r  ro a d  o n c e  m o re  a n d  fo l lo w e d  i t d o w n  to  th e  p u m p  h o u s e . T h in g s  w e re  a lm o s t  

e x a c t ly  th e  s a m e  th e re , e x c e p t  fo r  th e  n e w  b r id g e  o v e r  th e  c re e k . T h e re  w a s  th e  s a m e  p r im it iv e  s w in g in g  g a te  a t  th e  to p  o f  

th e  s te p s  g o in g  d o w n  to  th e  p u m p  h o u s e . T h e re  w a s  th e  id e n t ic a l s h r in e  o f  o u r  L a d y  w h e re  w e  a lw a y s  s to p p e d  o n  o u r  w a y  to  

C h a rb . T h e re  w a s  th e  s a m e  o ld  in s c r ip t io n  b e fo re  th e  s h r in e :

O h ,  M a ry !  O h , m y  M o th e r ,

R e m e m b e r  th a t  I  a m  th in e .

P re s e rv e  m e , d e fe n d  m e ,

A s  th y  p ro p e r ty  a n d  p o s s e s s io n .

In  th e  y e a r s  th a t  h a d  g o n e  b y , s h e  c e r ta in ly  h a d  d o n e  ju s t  th a t.



P a s t th e  p u m p  h o u s e , o v e r  a  f e w  lu l ls , a n d  y o u  c o m e  to  C h a rb o n ie r re . C h a rb o n ie rre  i ts e lf  h a s  c h a n g e d , p e rh a p s ,  

m o re  th a n  a n y th in g  a ro u n d  F lo r is s a n t . A s  y o u  c o m e  o v e r  th e  la s t  h il l  b e fo re  a r r iv in g  a t  C h a rb , th e  f i rs t th in g  y o u  s e e  is  th e  

n e w  c h a p e l , w h ic h  is  r e a l ly  a  th in g  o f  b e a u ty . F a r th e r  d o w n  th e  h il l , y o u  c o m e  u p o n  th e  d o rm ito ry , w h ic h  w a s  n e w  in  o u r  

d a y . T h e n , g o in g  u p  a  s l ig h t  r is e  to  a n o th e r  l i i l l . y o u  c o m e  to  th e  r e fe c to iy  w h ic h  w a s  b u il t  b y  o u r  g ro u p  o f  ju n io r s , m o s tly  

b y  F a th e r  E a r l  K u r th , n o w  s u p e r io r  o f  S t. S te p h e n 's  In d ia n  M iss io n  in  W y o m in g .  T h e  d a y  I  v is ite d  th e  p la c e  I  d id  n o t  h a v e  a  

k e y . s o  I c o n te n te d  m y s e lf  w ith  lo o k in g  in  th e  w in d o w s  a n d  n o tic in g , r a th e r s m u g ly , th a t m a n y  o f  th e  d e c o ra t io n s  in s id e  

w e re  th o s e  p e rp e tra te d  b y  m y  c o n te m p o ra r ie s .

I  w a lk e d  u p  f ro m  th e  r e fe c to iy ' o f  C h a rb o n ie rre  to  D e  S m e t M o u n d , th e  h ig h e s t s p o t o f  th e  v il la , a n d  lo o k e d  d o w n  

to w a rd  th e  b a ll f ie ld , a lo n g  th e  ru g g e d  p a th  w e  h a d  ro c k e te d  a lo n g  o n  b o b s le d s  a n d  w o n d e re d  h o w  w e  h a d  d o n e  i t  w ith o u t  

b re a k in g  o u r  n e c k s .

I c o u ld  n o t h e lp  th in k in g  h o w  h is to ry  s o m e tim e s  g o e s  b a c k w a rd  w h e n  I lo o k e d  d o w n  a n d  n o tic e d  th a t th e  o ld  

o u th o u se , w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  m o v e d  w ith  g re a t fu s s a n d  c e re m o n y  in  o u r d a y , w a s n o w  b a c k  in  i ts o ld  s p o t , w h e re i t  

c o m m a n d e d  a n  e x c e l le n t  v ie w  o f  th e  ro a d , a n d  v ic e  v e rsa .

I w a lk e d  d o w n  th e  p a th , o r  w h a t w a s  le f t o f  i t , to  th e  s i te  o f  o u r o ld  r e fe c to ry . I t w a s  e n tir e ly  o v e rg ro w n  w ith  

w  e e d s , a n d  th e  o n ly  e v id e n c e  th a t  th e re  h a d  e v e r  b e e n  a  b u ild in g  th e re  w a s  a  c ra c k e d  p ie c e  o f  p ip e  s tu c k  in  th e  g ro u n d .  N e x t  

to  th e  r e fe c to ry  h a d  o n c e  b e e n  a  g a z e b o ,  w  h ic h  w  a s  r e p re s e n te d  n o w  b y  o n ly  a  lo n e ly  p ie c e  o f  ta tte re d  ta r  p a p e r .

T h ro u g h  th e  w e e d s I c o u ld  p e rc e iv e  th e  s to n e  w a ll n e a r  w h ic h  F a th e rs  B o b  L a k a s  a n d  H ila ry  B ro z o w s k i h a d  

la b o re d  s o  lo n g  a n d  h a rd  p la n t in g  f lo w e rs .

T h e  o ld  r e fe c to ry  h a d  s to o d  o n  th e  e d g e  o f  a  v e ry  h ig h  c l if f  o v e r lo o k in g  th e  r iv e r . N o w  I w a lk e d  n o r th  a lo n g  th e  

e d g e  o f  th a t c l if f  to w  a rd  th e  ro c k  g a z e b o  w h ic h  c o m m a n d e d  a  p e r fe c t  v ie w  o f  th e  r iv e r  a n d  w h e re  w e  h a d  s p e n t  s o  m a n y  

c o n v iv ia l  h o u rs . A t le a s t  th e  g a z e b o  w a s  s t i l l th e re . W h e n  I w e n t  in s id e , a  lo g  w a s  s t il l s m o ld e r in g  f ro m  y e s te rd a y ’s  f i re .  

(T h e  ju n io rs  a lw a y s  g o  to  C h a rb  o n  T h u rs d a y .  M y  v is i t  w a s  o n  F r id a y .)  T h e re  w a s  a  s tro n g  s m e ll  o f  c o f fe e  in  th e  l i t t le  ro o m .  

T h e  h u g e  o ld  lo g  ta b le  w  a s  s t il l  th e re , a n d  a  f e w 7 o f  th e  a n c ie n t s o n g b o o k s  th a t  w e  h a d  u s e d  to  s u c h  a d v a n ta g e .

F ro m  th e  w  in d o w  s  o f  th e  g a z e b o  y o u  c o u ld  lo o k  d o w n  o n  th e  r iv e r  in  o n e  d ire c t io n , u p o n  a  s h r in e  o f  o u r  L a d y  in  

a n o th e r , a n d  u p o n  th e  o ld  s w  im m in g  p o o l  a n d  b a th h o u s e  a  l i t t le  a b o v e  th e  s h r in e .

W h e n  I h a d  s c ra m b le d  d o w n  th e  l i i l l to  th e  s h r in e . I n o tic e d  th a t i t lo o k e d  v e ry  m u c h  th e  s a m e , th e  m o s t n o ta b le  

d if fe re n c e  b e in g  th a t  M a ry 7 w  a s  s p o rt in g  a  g o rg e o u s  n e w  d re s s  o f  p a in t . B u t  th e  p la c e  r e m a in e d  e s s e n t ia lly  u n c h a n g e d , a s  d id  

th e  ro c k  S ta t io n s  o f  th e  C ro ss . I  w  a s  m u c h  in te re s te d  in  th e  lo g  s te p s  w h ic h  c irc le d  u p  f ro m  e i th e r  s id e  o f  th e  s h r in e , b e c a u s e  

F a th e r  A d r ia n  K o c h a n sk i  a n d  I h a d  la b o re d  s o  lo n g  a n d  w ith  s u c h  g re a t  d il ig e n c e  o n  th e ir  c o n s tru c t io n . A s  I s to o d  b e fo re  

M a ry  ’s  s ta tu e  a n d  f in is h e d  a  Memorare, I  c o u ld  a lm o s t  h e a r  th e  o ld  m a n u d u c to r*  s h o u t  o u t , “ E v e ry th in g  e v e ry w h e re ,”  a s  h e  

h a d  w  h e n  w e  n o v ic e s  v is i te d  C h a rb o n ie r re , w  h ic h  w a sn ’t  v e ry  o f te n , [ fo o tn o te : A  “ m a n u d u c to r ”  is  a  v e ry  d ig n if ie d  n o v ic e  

o f f ic ia l . D u r in g  I r is  h o u r  in  th e  s u n . h e  p u ts  u p  s ig n s  a n d  n o tic e s  te l l in g  th e  n o v ic e s  w h a t  is  c o m in g  u p  n e x t  o r  h e  s n e a k s  u p  

o n  a  n o v ic e  to  te ll  h im  th a t  F a th e r  M a s te r  w o u ld  l ik e  to  s e e  h im .]

T h e s w  im m in g  p o o l lo o k e d  e x a c t ly  th e  s a m e , a s d id  th e  b a th h o u se , e x c e p t th a t th e  w o o d e n  f lo o r  o f  th e  la t te r  

s e e m e d  to  e c h o  m u c h  m o re  h o llo w ly  n o w  a s  I  w a lk e d  th ro u g h  i t  a lo n e .

Im m e d ia te ly  b e h in d  th e  b a th h o u se  s to o d  th e  s tu m p  m o n u m e n t  o f  th e  f i rs t  t r e e , b u t  b y  n o  m e a n s  th e  la s t,  th a t  F a th e r  

K o c h a n s k i a n d  I h a d  c u t d o w n  a t C h a rb o n ie r re . A n d  I c o u ld  s e e  n o w , lo o k in g  a t th e  s tu m p , w h y , e v e n  w h e n  w e  h a d  

s e e m in g ly  c u t  th ro u g h  th e  e n tir e  t r e e , i t s t i ll h a d  s to o d  th e re  a n d  d e f ie d  u s . I  r e m e m b e re d  th e  g re a t g le e  th a t F a th e r  P re u s s  

h a d  m a d e  n o  e f fo r t  to  h id e  w h e n  to ld  o f  th is  p h e n o m e n o n  a n d  h o w  g h o u lis h ly  h e  h a d  la u g h e d  a s  h e  to ld  u s  to  k n o c k  i t  o v e r  

w ith  w e d g e s .

A n o th e r  h is to r ic a l s tu m p  s to o d  n e a r  th e  p la c e  w h e re  th e  o ld  d a m  h a d  b e e n . W e  h a d  s u rp r is e d  a  w h o le  f a m ily  o f  

f ly  in g  s q u irre ls  a n d  a  h u g e  r e d  s q u ir re l a s  th a t ro t te n  t r e e  h a d  c o m e  d o w n  a n d  s h a t te re d  o n  th e  d a m . I r e m e m b e re d  h o w  

F a th e r  K u r th  a n d  I . u s in g  h e a v y  s le d g e s , in  a n  e f fo r t  to  te a r  d o w n  th e  d a m , h a d  w o rn  o u r  h a n d s  o u t  w ith o u t  m a k in g  m u c h  

im p re s s io n  o n  th e  t i r in g . S o m e o n e  o f  a  la te r  g e n e ra t io n  m u s t  h a v e  d is c o v e re d  s o m e  d y n a m ite .

D o w n  th e  b il l a n d  to w a rd  th e  r iv e r  f ro m  th e  s w im m in g  p o o l  w a s  o n e  o f  m y  o ld  h a n g o u ts , th e  herpetarium. I t  h a d  

o n c e  b e e n  a  p u m p  h o u s e , b u t  F a th e r  W a lte r O n g  a n d  F a th e r  G e o rg e  P ie p e r  h a d  c o n v e r te d  i t in to  a  herpetarium o r  s n a k e  

h o u s e . H e re  th e y  h a d  c o lle c te d  a l l a v a i la b le  s p e c ie s  o f  s n a k e , a n d  I  h a d  s u c c e e d e d  th e m  in  th is  n o b le  w o rk . A t o n e  t im e  I  

h a d  b e e n  th e  p ro u d  o w  n e r  o f  a ro u n d  tw  o  h u n d re d  s n a k e s , d u e  la rg e ly  to  a  r ib b o n  s n a k e ’s  g iv in g  b ir th  o n e  f in e  d a y  to  a b o u t  

o n e  h u n d re d  a n d  f i f ty  y o u n g  r ib b o n s . B u t th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  herpetarium h a d  f a d e d . M o s t o f  th e  w a lls  w e re  g o n e  a n d  th e re  

w e re  o n ly  th re e  e m p ty  c a g e s  le f t.

A  s h o r t d is ta n c e  f ro m  th e  s n a k e  h o u s e  w a s  a  h u g e , lo n g  s lo u g h  o f  th e  M iss o u r i  R iv e r , w h e re  w e  h a d  s k a te d  in  th e



w in te r  a n d  a ro u n d  w h ic h  w e  h a d  o f te n  w a lk e d  a n d , m o re  o r  le s s , e x p lo re d  a n d  c o lle c te d  s n a k e s .

I  w e n t  b a c k  u p  to  th e  m a in  s e c t io n  o f  C h a rb o n ie r re  b y  w a y  o f  th e  s te e p  s to n e  s te p s  u p  w h ic h  w e  h a d  s o  o f te n  to te d  

lo g s  fo r  s o m e  r e a s o n  o r  o th e r ,  la rg e ly , I  w o u ld  s a y  n o w ,  ju s t  to  b e  to t in g  lo g s .

O n  th e  w a y  h o m e , I  p a s se d  a lo n g  a  h il l  w h e re  I  r e c a l l  I  h a d  a lm o s t  b e e n  th e  c a u se  o f  m y  o w n  d e a th  a n d  th a t  o f  tw o  

o th e r  J e s u i ts  —  a  p r ie s t  a n d  a  ju n io r  —  a n d  tw o  h o rs e s . T h e y  ( th e  h o rs e s )  w e re  h itc h e d  to  a  f a rm  w a g o n . I  c a n  s t il l  r e c a l l  th e  

e x p re s s io n  o r  r a th e r  th e  la c k  o f  i t  o n  th e  p r ie s t ’s  f a c e  w h e n , a s  w e  w e re  b a r re l in g  h e a d lo n g  d o w n  th e  h il l , h e  a s k e d  m e  w h y  I  

d id n ’t  p u t  o n  th e  b ra k e , a n d  I  to ld  h im  I  h a d  n e v e r  d r iv e n  th e s e  th in g s  b e fo re  a n d  h a d  n o  id e a  w h e re  th e  b ra k e , i f  th e re  w a s  

o n e , m ig h t  b e . T h e  g a te p o s t  th a t  w e  c l ip p e d  o f f  a s  w e  s h o t  th ro u g h  th e  o p e n  g a te  ( fo r tu n a te ly  i t  was o p e n )  a t  th e  fo o t  o f  th e  

h il l  w a s  s t il l  g o n e  a b o u t  s ix te e n  y e a rs  la te r .

B u t  e n o u g h  fo r  th e  e n v iro n s . W h a t  a b o u t  th e  s e m in a ry  i ts e lf?  T h e  f i rs t  d if fe re n c e  o n e  n o tic e s  is  th a t  w h e n  s ta n d in g  

a n y w h e re  o n  th e  g ro u n d s  o f  th e  s e m in a ry  a n d  lo o k in g  d o w n  in to  th e  v a lle y , h e  s e e s  a  v a lle y  f i l le d  w ith  h o m e s  a n d  n o t  th e  

e m p ty  ro l lin g  la n d  o f  o u r  d a y . C iv il iz a t io n  h a s  m o v e d  m u c h  c lo s e r  to  S t. S ta n is la u s . T h e  f ro n t  la n e , w h ic h  le a d s  f ro m  th e  

h ig h w a y  to  th e  s e m in a ry , lo o k s  e x a c tly  th e  s a m e  b u t m u c h  s h o r te r  th a n  i t d id  t i r e d a y  F a th e r  E u g e n e  K o r th  a n d  I  w e re  

w a lk in g  u p  i ts  u n b e lie v a b le  le n g th  to w a rd  h o m e  a t  th e  e n d  o f  o u r  r e c o rd  fo r ty -m ile  w a lk .

T h e  g a rd e n ,  th o u g h  i t  d o e s  s e e m  s m a lle r  w ith  th e  n e w  J u n io ra te  in f r in g in g  u p o n  i t , is  a s  lo v e ly  a s  e v e r . W h ile  I  w a s  

th e re  o n  m y  v is i t , w e  h a d  o n e  o f  th o s e  w e t  s n o w s  th a t  w e ig h e d  d o w n  th e  b ra n c h e s  o f  th e  t r e e s  u n ti l  y o u  w o n d e re d  w h y  th e y  

d id n ’t  b re a k . I t  w a s  a  s n o w , I  r e c a l le d , s u c h  a s  w e  h a d  h a d  o n e  C h r is tm a s  E v e  in  w h ic h  I  h a d  s lo s h e d  a ro u n d  fo r  a b o u t a n  

h o u r  t ry in g  to  g e t  m y  m is e ra b le  y o u th fu l  f e e lin g s  in  o rd e r .

I a lm o s t  g o t  ru n  o v e r  s e v e ra l  t im e s  w h ile  w a lk in g  in  th e  g a rd e n , b e c a u s e  th e  n o v ic e s  n o  lo n g e r  s a y  th e ir  ro s a ry  in  

o n e  g ro u p  b u t in  tw o  g ro u p s , s o  th a t  w h ile  y o u  k e e p  y o u r  e y e  o n  G ro u p  A , G ro u p  B  w ill  c o m e  u p  b e h in d  y o u  a n d  p u s h  y o u  

o f f  th e  w a lk  w h ile  h u r l in g  p ra y e r s  a t  y o u . I  w a s  p le a se d  to  n o tic e  tw o  o r  th re e  n o v ic e s  s p o rt in g  r a th e r  w e ird  c o s tu m e s . O n e  

w a s  e s p e c ia l ly  o u ts ta n d in g , I  th o u g h t , w ith  a  f la t  b la c k  h a t  a n d  a  s k y -b lu e  ja c k e t  o v e r  h is  b la c k  c a s s o c k . A ll  o f  w h ic h  m a d e  

m e  r e a liz e  a g a in  th a t  n o v ic e s  n e v e r  c h a n g e .

T h e  l i t t le  s to n e  s h r in e  o f  o u r  L a d y  s t il l  s ta n d s  in  th e  s a m e  p la c e  i t  a lw a y s  d id . In s id e  is  o n e  o f  th e  lo v e l ie s t  s ta tu e s  

o f  h e r  th a t  I  h a v e  e v e r s e e n . I s u p p o s e  th a t  a n  a r t is t  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  c o n s id e r  i t  a s  o f  n o t m u c h  v a lu e , b u t  th e  a r t is t  w o u ld  

h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  a  n o v ic e  w h o  h a d  s e e n  h e r  s m ile  d o w n  u p o n  h is  s o rro w s  a n d  jo y s .

I t  w a s  to  th is  s h r in e  th a t  w e  u s e d  to  d a s h  b e fo re  M id n ig h t  M a s s  o n  C h r is tm a s , d r iv e n  o n  b y  th e  a p o c ry p h a l  t r a d i t io n  

th a t  th e  f i rs t  o n e  th e re  o n  C h r is tm a s  E v e  w o u ld  n e v e r  le a v e  th e  S o c ie ty . T h e  t r a d i t io n  h a d  b e e n  p u rp o s e ly  e x p lo d e d  b y  a  

n o v ic e  o n e  y e a r  w h o  h a d  a lre a d y  d e c id e d  to  le a v e . B e s id e s ,  th e  t r a d i t io n  w a s  a  d a n g e ro u s  o n e , a s  F a th e r  B ill  M c E v o y , w h o  

h a d  b ro k e n  h is  a rm  in  a n  e f fo r t  to  g e t  th e re  f i rs t , w ill  te s t i fy .

I t  w a s  o n  th e  a l ta r  o f  th is  s h r in e  th a t  w e  h a d  p la c e d  o u r  f e e b le  e f fo r ts  a t  w rit in g  p o e try  to  th e  M o th e r  o f  G o d  d u r in g  

th e m o n th  o f  M a y . I t w a s in  th is s h r in e th a t F a th e r J o e S h e e h a n  (n o w  Socius to  th e  M a s te r o f  N o v ic e s a t O s h k o s h , 

W is c o n s in )  a n d  I  h a d  c o n s tru c te d  a  C h r is tm a s  c r ib  to  e n d  a l l  c r ib s . I t  w a s  m a d e  o f  w ra p p in g  p a p e r , g lu e , a n d  s a n d , th e  e n tir e  

m e ss  s u p p o se d ly  fo rm e d  in to  ro c k s . T h e  c r ib  was a  b e a u ty , b u t th e re  w a s  a  s e r io u s  d if f ic u l ty : th e  s m e ll o f  g lu e  w a s  s o  

o v e rp o w e r in g  a s  to  ru in  e v e n  a  n o v ic e ’s  d e v o tio n . T h e  in c e n s e  w e  k e p t  b u rn in g  in  o rd e r  to  c o m b a t  th e  s m e ll  o f  g lu e  d id n ’t  

h a v e  a  c h a n c e .

O n  th e  w a ll  n e x t  to  th e  s ta tu e  o f  th e  B le s s e d  V irg in  in  th e  s h r in e  is  a  p la q u e  th a t  h a s  a lw a y s  in te re s te d  m e . I t  r e a d s  

l ik e  t l i is :

In  y o u r  C h a ri ty

P le a s e  p ra y  fo r

M rs . M a rg a re t  B a rn e y  B la k e

A n d  h e r  d e a r  o n e s

L iv in g  a n d  d e a d

R IP

J u ly  1 9 , 1 9 3 5

I  h a v e  o f te n  w o n d e re d  w h a t s o r t o f  m a n  w a s  B a rn e y , a  m a n  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  s u c h  a  m u s ic a l  c o m b in a t io n  o f  n a m e s  

a s  M a rg a re t  B a rn e y  B la k e .

I  n o tic e d , a s  I  le f t  th e  s h r in e , th a t  a  f r e s h  v a s e  o f  f lo w e rs  s to o d  b e fo re  o u r  L a d y ’s  s ta tu e .

In  o u r  d a y , th e  s ta tu e  o f  th e  S a c re d  H e a r t h a d  s to o d  o n  th e  h ig h e s t s p o t  a t  th e  b o rd e r  o f  th e  s e m in a ry  g ro u n d s , s o  



th a t H e  s e e m e d  to  b e  h o ld in g  H is  h a n d s  o v e r  u s  in  b le s s in g . F o r  s o m e  r e a so n  o r  o th e r , H e  h a s  n o w  b e e n  r e le g a te d  to  a  

c lu m p  o f  t r e e s  o f f  to  th e  s id e , w h e re  H e  lo o k s  m o re  l ik e  a  c h e e r  le a d e r  s ta n d in g  in  f ro n t  o f  a  to w e r in g  b a s k e tb a l l te a m . B u t  

th e n  H e  r e a l ly  is  a  c h e e r  le a d e r  in  a  w a y , I  g u e s s . In  th e  p la c e  o f  p ro m in e n c e  o n c e  o c c u p ie d  b y  th e  s ta tu e  o f  th e  S a c re d  H e a r t  

is  a  s ta tu e  o f  th e  G u a rd ia n  A n g e l . W h ic h  o n ly  g o e s  to  s h o w  th a t  e v e n  g u a rd ia n  a n g e ls  s h o u ld  h a v e  g u a rd ia n  a n g e ls . I  h a v e  

f e l t t l iis  w a y  s in c e  m y  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  N o v it ia te  w h e n  I  u s e d  to  w h is p e r  a  p io u s  p ra y e r  to  J o e , m y  o w n  g u a rd ia n  a n g e l; a s k in g  

h im  to  p le a s e  k e e p  m e  a w a k e  d u r in g  s p ir i tu a l r e a d in g . O n e  d a y . w h ile  d o z in g  d u r in g  s p ir i tu a l r e a d in g , I  f e l l o f f  th e  c h a ir  

w ith  a  g re a t c la tte r , a ro u s in g  n o t o n ly  m y s e lf  b u t  e v e ry o n e , i t s e e m e d , fo r  m ile s  a ro u n d , w h ic h  g o e s  to  s h o w  fu r th e r  th a t a  

g u a rd ia n  a n g e l  c a n  g e t  a  b it  ro u g h .

D o w n  in  th e  o ld  f ie ld  w h e re  w e  u s e d  to  h a v e  o u r  g a m e s  a n d  w h e re  th e  n o v ic e s  a n d  ju n io r s  s t i ll  g e t th e ir  e x e rc is e , 

th e re  a re  a  g re a t n u m b e r  o f  im p ro v e m e n ts , w ith  th e  n e w  s w im m in g  p o o l o n  th e  s id e  o f  th e  ro a d  th a t  le a d s  to  th e  f ie ld  a n d  

tw o  w o n d e r fu l  b a s k e tb a l l c o u r ts . B u t th e  te n n is  c o u r ts  a re  ju s t th e  s a m e  a n d  th e  h a n d b a ll c o u r ts  a re  p ra c t ic a l ly  th e  s a m e . 

T h e s a m e s h r in e  o f  th e  H o ly  F a m ily  s ta n d s  ju s t a b o v e  th e  te n n is c o u r ts . T h e  s a m e  b a s e b a l l f ie ld  w h e re w e  h a d  s u c h  

w o n d e r fu l  g a m e s  a n d  rh u b a rb s  w h ic h  w o u ld  m a k e  L e o  D u ro c h e r  s e e m  l ik e  C a s p e r  M ilq u e to a s t is  s t i ll  th e re . A n d  I  r e c a l le d  

e sp e c ia l ly  o n e  g a m e  w h e re  F a th e r  J a c k  D a ly  s to le  h o m e  in  th e  la s t  o f  th e  n in th  to  p u t  u s  a h e a d  o f  o u r  s e c o n d -y e a r  ju n io rs  1  

to  0 . D u ro c h e r  w o u ld  h a v e  h id  u n d e r  a  b e n c h  in  that rh u b a rb . O f  c o u rs e , m o n k s  h a d  th e ir  o w n  rh u b a rb  v o c a b u la ry ' w h ic h ,  

th o u g h  v io le n t  a t t im e s , w a s  u s u a l ly  d is t in c t iv e  a s  w e ll . A  c e r ta in  u m p ire , fo r  in s ta n c e , w a s  k n o w n  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  a s  “ th e  

g o o d  th ie f ,”  n o t  a n  u n f la t te r in g  t i t le  f ro m  th e  s p ir i tu a l  v ie w p o in t , b u t  n o t  to o  h e a r tw a rm in g  to  a n  u m p ire .

T h e  c e m e te ry ,  to o , w a s  d if fe re n t . F o r  o n e  th in g , p a r t o f  i t  w a s  in  a  d if fe re n t p la c e . B u t  th e  m a in  d if fe re n c e  w a s  th a t  

th e s e  w e re  n o  lo n g e r  s tra n g e r s  w h o  w e re  b u r ie d  h e re , b u t  f r ie n d s . T h e y  w e re  n o t  ju s t  th e  v e ry  o ld  b u t  a ls o  th e  v e ry  y o u n g .  

W h e n  w e  h a d  f i rs t l iv e d  a t  F lo r is sa n t a s  n o v ic e s , th e  n a m e s  o n  th e  h e a d s to n e s  h a d  b e e n  c o m p le te ly  u n fa m ilia r  to  u s . B u t 

a lo n g  th e  l in e  o f  s e v e n te e n  y e a r s , th e  L o rd  h a d  ta k e n  h o m e  a  lo t  o f  o u r  f r ie n d s . T h e re  w a s  J o h n  S c h e n k  w h o  h a d  d ie d  o f  

le u k e m ia  in  l i is s e c o n d  y e a r o f  th e o lo g y . T h e re  w a s  F a th e r B o b  H u b e r  w h o  h a d  d ro w n e d  a t W a u p a c a , W is c o n s in , tw o  

w e e k s  a f te r  l i is  o rd in a t io n . T h e re  w a s  F a th e r  F ra n k  T u lly  w h o  h a d  b e e n  b ro u g h t h o m e  f ro m  B e liz e  to  d ie  o f  c a n c e r  a t  th e  

a g e  o f  th ir ty  -n in e . T h e re  w a s  F a th e r  K le is t, w h o m  w e  h a d  k n o w n  s o  w e ll ; a n d  F a th e r C a s e . F a th e r  M a th e ry , a n d  F a th e r  

T h u rb  S m ith .

A t n ig h t , I lo o k e d  o u t o v e r  th e  v a lle y  to w a rd  th e  h ig h w a y  a n d  w a tc h e d  th e  c a r s  g o in g  b y  w ith  th e ir  b r ig h t  l ig h ts  

a n d  th e ir  p ro m is e , s o m e h o w , o f  p le a su re , w e a lth , a n d  h o n o r , o r  ju s t  p la in  p le a su re . A n d  I r e m e m b e re d  h o w , a s  a  n o v ic e , I  

h a d  s o m e tim e s  th o u g h t  th a t th a t  w a s  m o re  th e  l i f e  fo r  m e  th a n  th e  l i f e  o f  p ra y e r  a n d  w o rk  a n d  s a c r if ic e . B u t  a s  I  lo o k e d  o u t  

t l iis  t im e , th o u g h  I  h a d  h a d  th o s e  l ig h ts  in  m y  e y e s , o r  p e rh a p s  because th e y  h a d  f la s h e d  in  m y  e y e s . I  h a d  n o  m o re  d e s ire  to  

t r a v e l th a t ro a d , b u t o n ly  th e  o v e rw h e lm in g  w is h  to  s e rv e  G o d  a n d  to  d o  s o m e th in g , s o m e  s m a ll , in s ig n if ic a n t  t i lin g , to  

a d v a n c e  H is  K in g d o m  b e fo re  th is  l i f e  s h o u ld  b e  a l l o v e r . A n d  i t d a w n e d  o n  m e  th a t u p  to  n o w . h a v in g  o n ly  f in is h e d  th e  

J e s u it  c o u rse  a  s h o r t t im e  a g o , I h a d  g iv e n  a b s o lu te ly  n o th in g  b u t  h a d  r e c e iv e d  e v e ry  t i l in g . A n d  s o , b y  lo o k in g  a t  th e  l ig h ts  

o f  th e  w o r ld  o n  th e  h ig h w a y . I  w a n te d  to  g iv e  e v e ry  b it  o f  m y  w o r ld  b a c k  to  G o d .

T h e re  a re  s o m e  n e w  b u ild in g s  w h ic h  g ra c e  th e  g ro u n d s  a t F lo r is sa n t  a n d  s o m e  n e w  to u c h e s  to  th e  o ld  b u ild in g s ,  

b u t  th e  p la c e  s t i ll  lo o k s  th e  s a m e . T h e  n e w  J u n io ra te  a n d  n e w  N o v it ia te  s ta n d  o u t  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  in  th e  o ld  N o v it ia te  a n d  o ld  

J u n io ra te  th a t  w e  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  o u r  t im e . I t is  g o o d  to  s e e  th e  n e w  b u ild in g s . I t 's  g o o d  to  r e a l iz e  th a t  th e  o ld  s h o e  ro o m s  fo r  

in s ta n c e , f ro m  th e  o ld  J u n io ra te  a n d  o ld  N o v it ia te  a re  th in g s  o f  th e  p a s t . I t w a s  in  th e s e  ro o m s  th a t I s a a c ’s  w o rd s  to  J a c o b  

m ig h t w e ll h a v e  o c c u r re d  to  o n e : Ecce odor filii mei sicut odor agri pleni... [ fo o tn o te : " B e h o ld  th e  o d o r  o f  m y  s o n  is  l ik e  

th e  o d o r  o f  a  fu l l  f ie ld ”  (G e n . 2 7 :2 7 ) .]  B u t s t i ll . I  m iss e d  th e  o ld  b u ild in g s , p ro b a b ly  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a d  b e e n  o ld  b u ild in g s .

T h e  R o c k  B u ild in g , o v e r o n e  h u n d re d  y e a r s o ld , s t i ll s ta n d s a n d  lo o k s l ik e  i t w ill g o  o n  s ta n d in g  fo r a n o th e r  

h u n d re d  y e a rs . H e re , w e  h a d  f i r s t  e n te re d  th e  S o c ie ty . H e re  w e  h a d  f i rs t  m e t th o s e  w h o  w e re  to  b e  o u r  c o m p a n io n s  fo r  s o  

m a n y  y e a r s . I  c a n  r e m e m b e r  s h a k in g  h a n d s  e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  F a th e r  B e n  S c h u lte  w h o  r e a l ly  d id  s e e m  a t  th e  t im e  to  b e  lo a d e d  

w ith  d ig n ity ', b u t  w h o  tu rn e d  o u t  to  b e  a  w o n d e r fu l g u y .

T h e  T e rt ia n  B u ild in g , to o , s t i ll s ta n d s  a n d  k e e p s  i ts  u n s u ita b le  n a m e  —  T h e  T e r t ia n  B u ild in g , [ fo o tn o te : H e re , a t  

o n e  t im e ,  th e  T e rt ia n  F a th e r s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  h a d  l iv e d  d u r in g  th e ir  th ird  p ro b a t io n .] T h e  f i rs t  f lo o r  o f  th is  b u ild in g  is  s t i l l th e  

in f irm a ry , n o w  p re s id e d  o v e r  b y  B ro th e r  M ik e  D a n ie ls .

T h e  b u ild in g  in  w h ic h  w e  h a d  l iv e d  a s  ju n io rs  n o w  h o u s e s  th e  b ro th e r s . A s  I  w a s  w a lk in g  o u ts id e  th is  b u ild in g  o n e  

n ig h t  d u r in g  m y  v is it , I  r e m e m b e re d  F a th e r  J a c o b sm e y e r ’s  h is to ry  c la s s e s  th a t  h a d  b e e n  h e ld  in  th e  c o m e r  r e c re a t io n  ro o m ,  

c la s s e s  th a t  w e  h a d  e n jo y e d  to  a  m a n . I t s e e m e d  o n ly  y e s te rd a y  th a t  w e  h a d  s a t  th e re . I  r e m e m b e re d  th e  d o n n ito ry  o n  th e  

th ird  f lo o r , th e  f i r s t- a n d  s e c o n d - f lo o r  a s c e to r ie s  ( ro o m s  in  w h ic h  w e  a l l s tu d ie d  a n d  h a d  c la s s ) . A n d  I  r e c a l le d  p a r tic u la r ly  a  

s p e e c h  c la s s  in  w h ic h  F a th e r  B u d z in s k i  h a d  t r ie d  to  g e t  u s  a l l  la u g h in g  to  e x e rc ise  th e  p ro p e r  fo rm  o f  b re a th in g . N o  o n e  h a d  



b e e n  a b le  to  la u g h , u n ti l  F a th e r  J o h n  W ig g in s  h a d  s a v e d  th e  d a y  w ith  a  t i tte r  th a t r e s e m b le d  n o th in g  s o  m u c h  a s  a  w a y w a rd  

s n e e z e . T h e  d if f ic u lty , th e n , w a s  in  g e tt in g  u s  to  s to p  la u g h in g . F o r  s o m e  r e a s o n  o r  o th e r  w e  n e v e r  t r ie d  th a t p a r tic u la r  

e x e rc is e  a g a in .

I  r e c a l le d  th e  o ld  s p la sh  ro o m  in  th e  b a s e m e n t  o f  th e  J u n io ra te , w h e re  o n e  o f  m y  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  h a d  s p e n t  s o  m u c h  

t im e  f a s h io n in g  f ish in g  p lu g s . T h e se  p lu g s  h e  la te r  t r ie d  o u t  o n  th e  r iv e r , w ith  th e  s a m e  r e su l t  e a c h  a n d  e v e ry  t im e . H is  l in e  

a lw a y s  b ro k e  o n  th e  f i rs t  a t te m p t  a n d  h e  w e n t  b a c k , r e s ig n e d ly  e n o u g h ,  to  m a n u fa c tu re  a n o th e r  p lu g .

In  th e  in f irm a ry , th e  s a m e  s m a ll a t tra c t iv e  c h a p e l r e m a in s  u n c h a n g e d , e x c e p t  fo r  a  c o a t o f  p a in t . T h e  l i t t le  f ig u re s  

o f  o u r  L a d y  a n d  o f  th e  In fa n t J e s u s  a b o v e  th e  a l ta r  a re  a s  c h a rm in g , I  th in k , a s  a n y  I  h a v e  s e e n . T h e  M a d o n n a  is  s e a te d  a n d  

th e  In fa n t s ta n d s  w ith  o n e  fo o t o n  h e r  la p  w h ile  s h e  o b v io u s ly  is  t ic k l in g  th e  o th e r  fo o t . N e ith e r  o n e , h o w e v e r , s e e m s  to  b e  

g e tt in g  th e  p ro p e r  k ic k  o u t  o f  i t .

B a c k  o f  th e  N o v it ia te  a n d  n e a r  th e  ro a d , th e  d a iry  s t il l  fu n c t io n s . I n o tic e d  i t e s p e c ia l ly  b e c a u se  i t w a s  h e re  th a t I  

w o rk e d  e a c h  y e a r  o n  th e  f e a s t  o f  S t. A lp h o n su s , w h e n  w e  s c h o la s t ic s  u s e d  to  ta k e  o v e r  fo r  th e  b ro th e r s . H e re  w e  w o u ld  w a it 

u n ti l  F a th e r  U rb a n  K ra m e r  b ro u g h t  in  th e  m ilk  f ro m  th e  f a rm , r e a c h e d  o u t  a  h a n d  h o ld in g  a  c a n  o f  m ilk  a s  i f  i t  w e ig h e d  o n ly  

a  p o u n d  a t  m o s t , a n d  to ld  u s  to  g e t  to  w o rk . T h e n  w e  w o u ld  s e p a ra te  th e  m ilk , c le a n  th e  c a n s  a n d  s e p a ra to r , a n d  u s u a lly  g e t  

p re t ty  w e ll s in g e d  w ith  s te a m  in  th e  p ro c e ss .

T h e  r e fe c to ry  lo o k s  ju s t  e x a c t ly  a s  i t  d id  in  o u r  d a y , e x c e p t  th a t  th e  p u lp i t  is  n o  lo n g e r  th e re . In  th is  m o d e m  a g e , th e  

r e a d e r  d o e s  h is  jo b  f ro m  th e  s id e  w ith  th e  a id  o f  a  p u b lic -a d d re s s  s y s te m . In  th e  r e fe c to ry  o n  s o m e  d a y s  w h e n  th e  ju n io r s  

w e re  g iv in g  s e rm o n s , I  w a s  h a p p y  to  n o tic e  th a t  th e ir  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  th e  w h o le  b ru ta l  b u s in e s s  w a s  m u c h  th e  s a m e  a s  o u rs  

h a d  b e e n . T h e  f i r s t  ju n io r  to  g iv e  a  s e rm o n , d u r in g  th e  t im e  o f  m y  v is it ,  lo o k e d  ju s t  a s  g r im  a s  I  h a d  a lw a y s  f e l t  b e fo re  m in e .  

H e  g ra d u a lly  g o t  in to  h is  s e rm o n  a n d  e v e n  s e in e d  to  e n jo y  i t  s o m e w h a t . B u t  h e  c o u ld n ’t  h e lp  th e  t r e m e n d o u s  s m ile  o f  r e l ie f  

th a t  w e n t  f ro m  e a r  to  e a r  w h e n  h e  h a d  f in is h e d  —  h is  o w n  e a r s  a s  w e ll a s  th o s e  o f  h is  a u d ie n c e . O n e  d a y  th e y  r e a d  f ro m  th e  

M e n o lo g y *  o f  th e  M iss o u ri  P ro v in c e  a b o u t s o m e  s u p p o s e d ly  h o ly  M iss o u r i  J e s u it  w h o  w a s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  “ h a rd  o n  h im s e lf ’ 

(w h ic h  is  p e r fe c t ly  a l l r ig h t) a n d  i t w a s  in fe rre d  th a t h e  w a s  “ e q u a lly  h a rd  o n  o th e r s . . .” [ fo o tn o te : T h e  M e n o lo g y  is  a  

c o lle c t io n o f  e d ify in g  in c id e n ts in  th e  l iv e s o f  lo c a l J e s u i ts o r e v e n  e n tir e b io g ra p h ie s  o f s u c h  m e n .] I c o u ld n ’t h e lp  

w o n d e r in g  i f  th e  a u th o r  o f  th a t  M e n o lo g y  h a d  c o n s id e re d  th e  la t te r  c h a ra c te r is tic  a  v ir tu e . F o r tu n a te ly ,  I  h a v e  m e t  v e ry  f e w  

in  th e  S o c ie ty  w h o  d o .

T h e  m e a ls , o n  m y  v is it , w e re  a s  w o n d e r fu l  a s  th e y  w e re  b ig  a n d  c e r ta in ly  d id  n o t  ju s t i fy  th e  q u e s t io n  th a t I  h a d  s o  

o f te n  a s k e d  B ro th e r  S c h w e n d e m a n n : “ W h a t, p o rk  a g a in ? ”  E v e n  i f  w e  h a p p e n e d  to  h a v e  s te a k  o r  c h ic k e n  I  a lw a y s  a s k e d  th is  

q u e s t io n  a n d  r e c e iv e d  a n  a p p ro p r ia te  a n s w e r . I  w a s  a  l i t t le  d isa p p o in te d  th e  f i rs t  f e w  d a y s  o f  m y  v is i t  th a t  n o  c o m  b re a d  —  

w ith o u t  w h ic h  th e re  w o u ld  u n d o u b te d ly  b e  m u c h  s m a lle r  J e su i ts  —  w a s  s e rv e d . B u t  I  s o o n  d is c o v e re d  m y  m is ta k e . W h e n  i t  

r a in s  i t  p o u rs . I t  c a m e  d o w n  o n e  e v e n in g  in  th e  s h a p e  o f  p ie s , tw o  n ig h ts  la te r  in  s q u a re s , a n d  tw o  n ig h ts  a f te r  th a t  in  m u ff in  

fo rm . S o  I  f e l t  b e tte r . I  w a s  p le a se d , to o , to  f in d  th a t  th e  n o v ic e s  a n d  ju n io r s  a te  a s  m u c h  a s  e v e r , s o  th a t I  d id  n o t  h a v e  to  

f in ish  m y  o w n  m e a l  in  c o m p le te  s o l i tu d e .

T h e re  w a s  o n e  c h a n g e  in  th e  r e fe c to ry  th a t  w a s  d is tr a c tin g . S o m e o n e  a lo n g  th e  l in e  h a d  in v e s te d  in  a  g re a t n u m b e r  

o f  p la s t ic  d is h e s  a n d , d u r in g  L e n t  w h e n  th e re  is  n o  r e a d in g  a n d  a l l  e ls e  is  q u ie t , a  c o m m u n ity  e a t in g  o f f  th e s e  d is h e s  s o u n d s  

l ik e  a  f lo c k  o f  g a m e c o c k s  h a v in g  i t  o u t  in  a  r a in  t ro u g h .

E v e n  th o u g h  I  a m  n o t a n y  g re a t  s p ir i tu a l m a n  n o r  e v e n  th e  o rd in a ry  s p ir i tu a l m a n  I  s h o u ld  b e , I s t il l c o n s id e r  th e  

c h a p e l a t  F lo r is s a n t a  f a v o r i te  s p o t . T o d a y , i t  s p o r ts  a  v e ry  b e a u tifu l n e w  p a in t  jo b . th o u g h  I  n o tic e d  th a t  th e re  is  s t i ll  t ro u b le  

w ith  c ra m b lin g  p la s te r  o n  th e  g o s p e l s id e . E v e ry th in g  a b o u t th e  c h a p e l is  s o  f a m il ia r — th e  s te p s  le a d in g  to  i ts  d o o rs , u p  

w h ic h  I  h a d  m a d e  m y  w a y  o n c e , h e ro ic a l ly  a s  I  th o u g h t , w ith  a  b a d  C h a r le y  h o rs e . T h e  a c t d id  n o t s e e m  s o  h e ro ic  w h e n  I  

m e t  t i r e  M a s te r  o f  N o v ic e s  g la r in g  a t  m e  f ro m  th e  to p  s te p .

J u s t o u ts id e  th e  c h a p e l is  th e  p ic tu re  o f  th e  Ecce Homo w h ic h  I h a v e  a lw a y s  th o u g h t s o  m u c h  o f , d e s p ite  th e  f a c t 

th a t  a n o th e r  n o v ic e  to ld  m e  i t  is  v e ry  p o o r  a r t . T h e re  to o , in  f ro n t  o f  th e  c h a p e l , a re  th e  s ta tu e s  o f  S t. J o h n  B e rc h m a n s , p a tro n  

o f  ju n io r s , o n  th e  J u n io ra te  s id e  a n d  o f  S t. S ta n is la u s  K o s tk a , p a tro n  o f  n o v ic e s , o n  th e  N o v it ia te s id e . A n d  a b o v e  t i r e  

e n tr a n c e  to  th e  b r id g e  g o in g  to  th e  o ld  J u n io ra te  is  th e  p ic tu re  o f  th e  Im m a c u la te  H e a r t o f  M a ry .

A t  th e  f ro n t  o f  th e  c h a p e l  o n  e i th e r  s id e  a re  th e  s ta tu e s  o f  S t. Ig n a t iu s  a n d  S t. F ra n c is  X a v ie r . X a v ie r ’s  a rm , h o ld in g  

a  c ru c if ix , is  s t i ll im p o ss ib ly  c o n to r te d , a n d  th e re  is  s t i ll  ju s t  th e  s l ig h te s t e v id e n c e  o f  th e  b la c k  s p o t  o n  S t. Ig n a t iu s ’ fo o t ,  

w h ic h  w a s  c a u s e d  b y  B ro th e r T e n y , w h o  u s e d  to  to u c h  th e  fo o t o f  Ig n a t iu s w ith  h is h a n d  a n d  th e n  k is s  th e  h a n d . T h e  

S ta t io n s  o f  th e  C ro s s ,  to o , h a v e  a  n e w  c o a t  o f  p a in t , b u t  th e y  a re  s t i ll  th e  s a m e .

I  w a s  g la d  to  b e  in  th e  c h a p e l  d u r in g  S u n d a y  M a s s  a n d  B e n e d ic t io n ,  b e c a u se  o n  a  m u c h  e a r l ie r  v is it  i t h a d  b e e n  th e  

s in g in g  o f  th e  n o v ic e s  a n d  ju n io r s w h ic h  h a d  f i rs t , c ra z i ly  e n o u g h , m a d e  m e  b e g in  to  th in k  o f  e n te r in g  th e  S o c ie ty . T h e  



s in g in g  w a s  g o o d  n o w ,  b u t  in  o u r  d a y  w e  w e re  m u c h  lo u d e r . O f  c o u rs e , w e  h a d  v o ic e s  th e n  l ik e  th a t  o f  F a th e r  E d  M c C a rth y ,  

w ith  e n o u g h  p o w e r  to  l iv e n  th in g s  u p .

I  w a tc h e d  th e  n o v ic e  s a c r is ta n  a t w o rk  a n d  r e f le c te d  th a t s a c r is ta n s  d id  n o t  c h a n g e , e i th e r . N o th in g  is  s u p e r io r  to  a  

s a c r is ta n . A n d  e v e n  a m o n g  th is  s u p e r io r  b re e d , F a th e r  T im  C ro n in , w h o  h a d  b e e n  s a c r is ta n  in  o u r  d a y , m a d e  th e  r e s t s e e m  

l ik e  th e  lu re d  h e lp  b o w in g  b e fo re  th e  b u tle r .

N o , I ’ l l n e v e r  fo rg e t th a t c h a p e l , b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  h e re  I  h a d  f i r s t  le a rn e d  to  k n o w  G o d  a  l i tt le . I t  w a s  h e re  a l l o f  u s  

h a d  a s k e d  G o d  to  m a k e  u s  lo v e  H im  a b o v e  a l l  c re a tu re s . I t  w a s  h e re  w e  fo u n d  th e  a n s w e rs  to  o u r  q u e s t io n s , a n s w e rs  th a t  w e  

c o u ld  n e v e r  f in d , o r  p u t , in  b o o k s .

Y e s . i t w a s  g o o d  to  g e t  b a c k  fo r  a  t im e  to  th e  H o u s e  o f  B re a d . I h o p e d , o n  m y  v is it  th a t  th e s e  m e n , y o u n g s te r s  a s  

J e s u i ts  g o , w o u ld  e n jo y  th e ir  w h o le  c o u rs e  in  th e  S o c ie ty  a s  m u c h  a s  I  h a d , o r , i f  th a t  w e re  p o s s ib le , e v e n  m o re . I  h o p e d  th a t  

th e y , to o , w o u ld  r e a l iz e  w h a t a  p r iv i le g e  i t is  to  b e  a  J e su i t . I r e a l iz e  i t  b e c a u s e  I  k n o w  th a t I a m  a n d  a lw a y s  h a v e  b e e n  

u n w o rth y  o f  th e  c o m p a n y  G o d  h a s  p u t  m e  in .

S o m e d a y , I m ig h t d ie  o f  s o m e  h o r r ib le  d is e a s e  th a t w ill m a k e  la u g h in g  a  l i t t le  b it d if f ic u l t . B u t, e v e n  th o u g h  I  

m ig h t  n o t  b e  a b le  to  la u g h  o n  th e  o u ts id e  s in c e  I  a m  a n d  u n d o u b te d ly  s t il l  w ill  b e  a  c o w a rd , in s id e  I ’ l l  b e  th in k in g  o f  th e  fu n  

I ’v e  h a d , e v e n  in  th e  m id s t o f  s o m e  h e a rta c h e s  in v o lv e d  in  t ry in g  in  m y  s tu m b lin g  w a y  to  s e rv e  G o d . A n d  I ’ l l  k n o w  th a t  

th e re ’s  e v e n  m o re  fu n  a h e a d  b e c a u s e  H e ’s  p ro m is e d  u s  a  h u n d re d fo ld . S o , e v e n  i f  i t  k il ls  m e , I ’ l l  d ie  la u g h in g !




