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T h e  P ro m ises o f  th e  S acred  H eart

1 . I  w ill g iv e  th em  th e  g races  n ecessa ry ' fo r  th e ir  s ta te  in  life .

2 . I  w ill g iv e  p eace  in  th e ir  fam ilie s .

3 . I  w ill co m fo rt  th em  in  a ll th e ir  tr ia ls  an d  a fflic tio n s .

4 . I  w ill  b e  th e ir  secu re  re fug e  in  life  an d  d ea th .

5 . I  w ill  b estow  ab u n d an t  b less in g s o n  a ll th e ir  u n d ertak in g s .

6 . S in n ers sh a ll fin d  M y  H eart an  o cean  o f  m ercy .

7 . T ep id  so u ls  sh a ll b eco m e  fe rv en t.

8 . F erv en t so u ls  sh a ll ad v an ce  rap id ly  to w ard  p erfec tio n .

9 . I  w ill  b less  ev ery ' d w ellin g  in  w h ich  an  im ag e  o f  M y  H eart sh a ll b e  ex p o sed  an d  h o n o red .

1 0 . I  w ill g iv e  p ries ts  a  p ecu liar  facility  in  co n v erting  th e  m o st h ard en ed  so u ls .

1 1 . T h e  p erso n s  w h o  sp read  th is  d ev o tio n  sh a ll h av e  th e ir  n am es  w ritten  o n  M y  H eart, n ev er  to  b e  e ffaced .

1 2 . T o  th o se  w h o  w ill g o  to  C o m m u n io n  o n  th e  F irst  F rid ay  o f  th e  m o n th , d u rin g  n in e  co n secu tiv e  

m o n th s , I  p ro m ise  th e  g race  o f  fin al rep en tan ce : th ey  sh a ll n o t d ie  in  d isg race  w ith  M e, n o r  w ith o u t  

receiv in g  th e ir  sac ram en ts , an d  M y  H eart sh a ll b e  th e ir  secu re  asy lu m  a t th e  la s t h o u r.

A n  A ct o f  C o n sec ra tio n

I . N .... N ...., g iv e m y se lf an d  co n sec ra te to  th e S acred  H eart o f  o u r  L o rd  Jesu s C h ris t, m y  p erso n  

an d  m y  life , m y  ac tio n s, p a in s, an d  su fferin g s, so  th a t I m ay  b e  u n w illin g  to  m ak e  u se  o f  an y  p art o f  m y  

b e in g  sav e  to  h o n o r, lo v e , an d  g lo rify ' th e  S acred  H eart.

T h is is m y  u n ch an g in g  p u rp o se , n am ely , to  b e  a ll H is , a t th e sam e tim e ren o u n c in g  w ith  a ll m y  h eart 

w h atev er  is  d isp leasin g  to  H im .

I th ere fo re  tak e T h ee. O  S acred  H eart, to  b e th e  o n ly  o b jec t o f  m y lo v e , th e  g u ard ian  o f  m y  life , m y  

assu rance  o f  sa lv atio n , th e  rem ed y  o f  m y  w eak n ess  an d  in co n stan cy , th e  a to n em en t fo r  a ll th e  fau lts o f  m y  

life , an d  m y  su re  re fu g e  a t th e  h o u r  o f  d ea th .



B e th en , O  H eart o f g o o d n ess, m y  ju s tifica tio n  b efo re G o d  T h y  F a th e r, an d  tu rn  aw ay fro m  m e tire  

s tro k es  o f  H is  rig h teo u s an g er. O  H eart o f  lo v e , I p u t a ll m y  co n fid en ce  in  T h ee , fo r  I fea r  ev ery  tilin g  fro m  

m y  o w n  w  ick ed n ess  an d  fra ilty , b u t I  h o p e  fo r  a ll th in g s  fro m  T h y  g o o d n ess  an d  b o u n ty .

D o  T h o u  co n su m e in  m e  a ll th a t can  d isp lease T h ee  o r  re s is t T h y  h o ly  w ill; le t T h y  p u re  lo v e im p rin t 

T h ee  so  d eep ly  u p o n  m y  h eart, th a t I sh a ll n ev erm o re  b e  ab le  to  fo rg e t T h ee  o r  to  b e  sep a ra ted  fro m  T h ee ; 

m ay  I o b ta in  fro m  a ll T h y lo v in g  k in d n ess th e g race o f  h av in g  m y n am e w ritten  in  T h ee , fo r in  T h ee I 

d esire  to  p lace  a ll m y  h ap p in ess  an d  a ll m y  g lo ry , liv in g  an d  d y in g  in  v en  b o n d ag e  to  T h ee .

(S t. M arg aret  M ary  A laco q u e)

A n  in d u lg en ce  o f  3  y ears .

A  p len a ry  in d u lg en ce  o n ce  a  m o n th  o n  th e  u su a l co n d itio n s  fo r  th e  d a ily  d ev o u t rec ita tio n  o f  th is  

p ray e r  (S .C .In d ., Ju n e 1 . 1 8 9 7 , Jan . 1 3 . 1 8 9 8 . an d  A p r. 2 1 , 1 9 0 8 ; S .P .A p .. F eb . 2 5 , 1 9 3 4 ).
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C H A P T E R  I

O u r  B est F rien d

“ N o th in g  c a n  b e  c o m p a r e d  to  a  

fa i th fu l  fr ie n d ”  (E c c lu s . 6 :1 5 ) .

1 . A  tr u e  a n d  fa i th fu l  fr ie n d  is  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  p r e c io u s  tr e a su r e s  o f  l i fe . In  g o o d  as  w ell as in  ev il 

d ay s , ev ery  u n spo iled  h u m an  h eart lo n g s  fo r  a  co m p an io n  w ith  w h o m  it m ay  sh a re  its  jo y s , an d  to  w h o m  it 

m ay co n fid e its so rro w s. T h e  u n app ro ach ab le  in d iv id ua l, iso la ted  b y  se lfish n ess , is n o t h ap p y . H e sees an  

an tag o n ist in  ev ery  fe llo w  b e in g , an d  s in ce h e  cann o t liv e  w ith o u t  tire m in is tra tion s  o f  o th e rs , h e  to le rate s  

th e p resen ce o f th o se w h o a re in d isp en sab le to h im , b u t seek s b y h is m an n er to k eep  th em , so fa r as  

p o ssib le , a t a  d is tan ce . H e  w ish es  to  b e  su ffic ien t  u n to  h im self, an d  fin d s  p leasu re  in  h is  a lo o fn ess . W h at a  

sad  p leasu re ! T h e  m isan th ro p e  is  a  b u rd en  to  h im self  an d  an  o b jec t o f  p ity  o r  o f  rid icu le  to  o th e rs. E v en  th e  

p rizes  o f  life  —  w ealth  an d  th e  p o w er  th a t  co m es  o f  h ig h  s ta tio n  —  a re  ice -in c ru sted  if  th ey  b e  n o t w an n ed  

b y  sy m p ath e tic lo v e . B u t in  th e d ay s o f  m isfo rtu n e an d  p a in , th e lo n e lin ess o f su ch  a  se lfish  in d iv id u a l 

b eco m es ev en  as th e  p a in s  o f  h e ll, fo r  h is su ffe rin g  is a llev ia ted  b y  n o  co n so lin g  g lan ce , o r ch eerfu l w o rd , 

n o  d e lica te sy m p a th y . “W o e  to  h im  th a t is a lo n e ,” say s  th e  H o ly  S p irit (E ccles . 4 :1 0 ). B ecau se  m an  can n o t 

b e h ap p y  w ith o u t th e co m p an io n sh ip o f h is fe llo w  m an , G o d  h as im p lan ted  in  th e h earts o f a ll a  so c ia l 

in s tin c t. G o d  m ad e  m en  so c ia l  b e in g s .

E v en  th o u g h  th e re  a re m an y  w ith  w h o m  w e  co m e  in to  d a ily  n e ig h bo rly  co n tac t, n ev erth e le ss o u r 

in tim a te frien d  is o n e am o n g  th o u san d s (c f. E cc lu s. 6 :6 ). Ju s t as it is u n n a tu ra l to sh u n  th e co m p any  o f  

o th e rs  th ro u g h  ill h u m o r, so  it w o u ld  b e  th o u g h tle ss  an d  friv o lo u s  to  m ak e  an y  an d  ev ery  o n e  th e  co n fid an t  

o f o n e ’s th o u gh ts , in ten tio n s , p lan s, an d sen tim en ts. S u ch co n d u c t w o u ld b e th e b est w ay to reap  

d isap p o in tm en ts, so rro w , an d an n o yan ces o f a ll k in d s . H e w h o fig u ra tiv e ly th ro w s h im self a t th e first  

co m er  n eed  n o t ex p ec t to  b e  v a lu ed  h ig h ly  an d  d eem ed  w o rth y  o f  in tim a te  co m p an io n sh ip . T h e  h ig h  v a lu e  

w h ich  w e  p u t o n  o u rse lv es m u st b e  sh o w n  in  th e  ch o ice  o f  o u r  frien d .

Y et h o w  o ften  h u m an  sh o rts ig h ted n ess is m istak en ! T h e  frien d , o n  w h o m  w e  th o u gh t w e co u ld  

b u ild  as o n  a  ro ck , p ro v es  b u t lo o se  ta lu s an d  b eg in s  to  b e  fa ith le ss. H isto ry  is  fu ll o f  in c id en ts o f  b e tray ed  

frien d sh ip s , frien d sh ip s  rew ard ed  w ith  in g ra titud e . O f  co u rse , w h ile  th e re  is  h o p e  o f  ad v an tag e  to  b e  reap ed  

fro m  a  frien d , m o st frien d sh ip s en d u re . B u t w h en  m isfo rtun e an d  w an t ap p ea r o n  th e scen e , it a ll to o  

freq u en tly b ecom es ev id en t th a t th e frien dsh ip  w as o n e o f o u tw ard seem in g o n ly an d  w as essen tia lly  

se lfish . T h en  th e  u n fo rtu n a te  v ic tim  o f  fa lse  frien d s m ay  say  w ith  Jo b : “M y  b re th ren  a re  p u t fa r fro m  m e. 

m y  k in sm en  h av e  fo rsak en  m e. an d  th ey  th at  k n ew  m e  ac t as  th o u g h  th ey  k n ew  m e  n o t"  (c f. Jo b  1 9 :1 3 , 1 4 ).



A n  u n d ers tan d in g  h eart is an  essen tia l p re req u is ite fo r frien d sh ip . N o  reaso n ab le m an  ch o o ses a  

fo o l fo r h is  frien d . B u t th e  real essen ce  o f  frien dsh ip  co n sis ts in  a  fa ith fu l, lo v in g  h eart w h ich  seek s  n o t its  

o w n  ad v an tag e  b u t th a t o f  its frien d . T h e lo v e  o f  frien d sh ip  is an  u n se lfish  lo v e  o f  b en ev o len ce , an d  ev en  

th e  least se lf-seek in g  in  d ea lin g  w ith  o n e ’s  frien d  is  a  s ta in  o n  th e  frien d sh ip . P erfec t frien dsh ip  w h ich  fu lly  

m easu res u p  to th e id ea l o f  tru e frien d sh ip  is a  ra re b less in g  h ere  b e lo w , an d  h e  w h o  p o ssesses  it can n o t  

th an k  G o d  su ffic ien tly  fo r  th is  ex cep tio n a l treasu re  (c f. E cc lu s. 6 :1 4  ff .) .

B u t ev en  th e tru es t an d  n o b lest h u m an  frien dsh ip  p ro v es a ll to o o ften  b u t a frag ile reed  w h ich  

b reak s in  th e h an d s o f  h im  w h o  w o u ld  lean  u p o n  it. E v en  w ith  th e  b est o f  g o o d  w ill a frien d  m ay n o t b e  

ab le to  h e lp , s in ce n o b ility  an d  th e ab ility  to  h e lp  a re n o t a lw ay s fo u n d  to g e th e r. A t tim es g en ero u s lo v e  

w o u ld  sac rifice  its v ery  lifeb lo o d  to  h e lp  th e  frien d  in  n eed , b u t is  h e lp less. W h o  ev er  lo v ed  a  frien d  m o re  

th an  D av id  lo v ed  Jo n a than , y e t h e  w as u n ab le  to  p rev en t Iris  v io len t d ea th . H e  co u ld  o n ly  lam en t h is lo ss , 

say in g : “Jo na th an  is  fa llen . O  m y  b ro th e r  Jo n a th an  h o w  I g rieve  fo r  th ee , ex ceed in g  b eau tifu l an d  am iab le !  

A s a  m o th er  lo v e th  h er  o n ly  so n . so  d o  I lo v e  th ee ” (c f. 2  K in g s 1 :2 5 , 2 6 ). B u t n e ith e r  th e  g rie f  o f  Iris h eart 

n o r  h is  tears  an d  co m p lain ts  reca lled  h is  frien d  to  life . S u ch  is  th e  im p o ten ce  o f  h u m an  frien d sh ip .

Is  th e re , th en , n o  h u m an  frien d  w ho  u n ite s fid e lity  an d  n o b ility  w ith  th e  p o w er to  h e lp  Iris  frien d s  

in  a ll th e ir  ca res  an d  n eed s?  T h ere  is  o n e . H e  is  o u r  b est F rien d . Jesu s C h ris t.

2 . O u r  L o r d  a n d  S a v io r  J e s u s  C h r is t  a p p e a r e d  v is ib ly  in  o u r  m id s t  in  o r d e r  to  b e  a  tr u e , n o b le , 

fa i th fu l , r e lia b le  fr ie n d  to  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s  in  a ll  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  o f  l i fe , a t  th e  h o u r  o f  d e a th , a n d  b e y o n d  th e  

g r a v e  fo r  a ll e te rn i ty . T h e A p o stle w rite s th a t th e g o o d n ess an d  k in d n ess o f G o d  o u r S av io r ap p eared  

am o n g  u s . sav ed  u s  acco rd in g  to  H is m ercy , ju s tif ied  u s  b y  H is g race , an d  m ad e  u s  h e irs o f  life  ev erla s ting  

(c f. T it. ff) . O u r S av io r H im self  h as to ld  u s  th a t th e re  is n o  b e tte r  p ro o f  o f  frien dsh ip  th an  th a t a m an  lay  

d o w n  h is life fo r h is frien d  (c f. Jn . 1 5 :1 3 ). H e  g av e  u s th is p ro o f  o f  frien d sh ip  w h en  H e  d ied  o n  th e  c ro ss  

am id  u n speakab le  to rtu res . T h e  o b jec t o f  H is  co m ing  w as, in  H is o w n  w o rd s , to  g iv e  u s  th is  g rea tes t p ro o f  

o f  frien d sh ip . “T h e S o n  o f  M an  is n o t co m e  to  b e  se rv ed , b u t to  se rve  an d  to  g iv e  H is life  as  a  ran so m  fo r  

m an y ” (M t. 2 0 :2 8 ). E ach  o n e  o f  u s m ay  an d  m u st say  w ith  S t. P au l: "T h e S o n  o f  G o d  lo v ed  m e  an d  g av e  

H im self  u p  fo r  m e ” (G a l. 2 :2 0 ). If  H e  is  n o t  tru ly  o u r  frien d , w h o  is?

T h a t o u r  F rien d , Jesu s C h ris t, p o ssesses a ll th e  q u a litie s w h ich  m ak e a  frien d  d ear an d  am iab le ,  

th a t H e  p o ssesses th em  as n o  m an  ev er  p o ssessed  th em , is o u r  firm  co n v ic tio n  as C h ris tian s an d  C ath o lics .  

H e  is  th e  w isest o f  th e  ch ild ren  o f  m en ; fro m  H is co u n ten an ce  th e  lig h t o f  th e  G o d h ead  sh in es u p o n  u s . H e  

h as a ll p o w er in  h eav en  an d  o n  ea rth ; H e  is , th e re fo re , an  o m n ip o ten t  F rien d . B u t th e  q u a lity  w h ich  m u st 

a ttrac t u s  ab o v e  a ll o th e rs  an d  m u st fill u s  w ith  en th u sia stic  d ev o tio n , is  th e  fact  th a t H e  p o ssesses th e  h eart 

o f  a  frien d , th a t H is  H eart  b ea ts  w ith  tru e , sy m p a th e tic , u n se lfish , an d  d ev o ted  frien dsh ip  fo r  u s  a ll.

O  th e frien dsh ip  o f  th is h eart d iv in e! W h o  can  fa th o m  its d ep th  an d  b read th , its ten d ern ess an d  

co n stan cy , its  b en ev o len ce  an d  fid e lity ?  “C o m e  to  M e, a ll y o u  th a t lab o r  an d  a re  b u rd en ed , an d  I w ill g iv e  

y o u  re st. . . . L earn  fro m  M e. b ecau se  I am  m eek  an d  h u m b le  o f  h eart: an d  y o u  w ill  fin d  re s t  fo r  y o u r  so u ls”  

(M t. 1 1 :2 8 , 2 9 ). S u ch  is th e  lo v in g  in v ita tion  o f  th e  h eart o f  o u r S av io r. “B lessed  an d  th rice  b lessed ” o u r 

L o rd  te rm s  th o se  w h o  seek  th e ir  h ap p in ess w ith  H im . A  w o m an  o f  th e  m u ltitu d e  o n ce  ca lled  th e  m o th er  o f  

Jesu s b lessed . W h at w as th e an sw er o f  Jesu s? “R ath er, b lessed  a re th ey  w h o  h ear th e w o rd  o f G o d , an d  

k eep  it” (L k . 1 1 :2 8 ). (T hese  a re) “m y  b ro th e r  an d  s is te r  an d  m o th er” (M t. 1 2 :5 0 ). Is  n o t th e  lo v e  o f  b ro th e rs  

an d  s iste rs o r th e lo v e o f a  ch ild  fo r its m o th er th e m o st ten de r lo v e? S u ch  is th e lo v e th a t o u r S av io r  

p ro m ises  u s  if  w e  w ill  b e  H is  frien d s . H e  le ft H is  re la tiv es , y es . ev en  H is  ten d erly  lo v ed  m o th er, to  seek  u s , 

to  sav e  u s  fro m  d estru c tio n  b y  H is  p rec iou s  b lo o d , to  m ak e  u s  h ap p y  an d  e te rn a lly  b lessed  b y  H is  g race  an d  

H is  lo v e .



A fte r  H e  h ad  d o n e  ev ery th in g  fo r  u s  th a t H e  co u ld  d o , a fter  H e  h ad  d o n e  m o re  th an  an y  m an  co u ld  

ev er  h av e  d ared  h o p e  fo r. H e  co m es  to  u s  an d  p ractica lly  p lead s  fo r  a  re tu rn  o f  lo v e . “B eh o ld , I s tan d  a t th e  

d o o r, an d  k n o ck . If  an y  m an  lis ten s  to  M y  v o ice , an d  o p en s  th e  d o o r  to  M e, I w ill co m e  in  to  h im  an d  w ill 

su p w ith  h im , an d  h e w itir M e” (A p o c . 3 :2 0 ). in  th is m an n er H e g o es fro m  h eart to  h eart an d  b eg s fo r  

ad m issio n . H e d o es n o t fo rce u s; H e p lead s fo r ad m issio n  w ith  tire ten d er, lo v in g  accen ts o f  H is d iv in e  

H eart in  o rd e r  to  g iv e  u s  H im self, th e  liv in g  B read  fro m  h eav en , as  fo o d  fo r  o u r  so u ls , a  d iv ine  F o o d  w h ich  

co n ta in s  a ll m an n er  o f  sw eetn ess. H e  w h o  h as  o n ce  ta sted  th e  fu ll sw ee tn ess  o f  th is  sp iritu a l repast n eed s  n o  

ea rth ly  p leasu re  to  m ak e  h im  h ap p y . A t th e  sam e  tim e  h e  is su p erio r  to  a ll th e  m ise ry  w ith  w h ich  th e  w o rld  

an d  th e  in su ffic ien c ies  o f  th is  life  can  tro u b le  h im . W e  k n o w  th a t  th is  is tru e  fro m  th e  liv es o f  G o d ’s sa in ts , 

th o se  h ero es  o f  lo v e  fo r  Jesu s .

S t. Jo h n  th e  E v an g e list, re stin g  o n  th e  b o so m  o f  th e S av io r, h ad  d rn n k  d eep ly  fro m  th e s tream  o f  

th e  lo v e  o f  th is  d iv in e  H eart, an d  ev en  to  an  ad v an ced  o ld  ag e  k n ew  o f  n o  o th e r  to p ic  fo r h is serm o n s  th an  

th e  v irtu e  o f  ch arity  —  a lw ay s  ch arity . T w elv e  cen tu rie s a fte r  h is  d ea th , h e  ap p ea red  o n  th e  d ay  o f  h is  feas t 

to th e ren o w n ed  m y stic , th e g reat S t. G ertru d e , an d  sa id  to h er: “C o m e w ith  m e to re st a w h ile o n  th e  

b o so m  o f  o u r  S av io r  w h ere  a re  h id  a ll th e  treasu res  o f  b ea titu d e .” T h ere  th e S a in t b ecam e  co n sc io u s o f  th e  

p u lsa tio n s  o f  th e d iv in e H eart, fro m  w h ich  sh e d rew  u n sp eak ab le co n so la tio n . S h e th en  ask ed  S t. Jo h n : 

“D id  y o u  n o t ex p erien ce th e  b liss o f  th ese d iv in e  p u lsa tio n s w h en  y o u  re sted  o n  o u r S av io r ’s  b reas t a t th e  

la s t su p p er?” “ I d id  p erce iv e  th em ,” h e an sw ered , “an d  w as d eep ly  m o v ed  b y  th em .” T h en  S t. G ertru d e  

rep lied : “W h y , th en , d id  y o u  k eep  th is a  secre t, an d  n o t reco rd  it fo r  o u r  p ro g ress?” Jo h n  an sw ered : “ It w as  

m y  d u ty  to  w rite fo r th e  n ascen t C h u rch  fac ts o f  th e u n crea ted  W o rd  o f  th e F a th e r w h ich  n o  m an  co u ld  

d isco v er ev en  to  th e  en d  o f  tim e . B u t th is lan g u age  o f  th e  p u lsa tio n s  o f  th e  d iv in e  H eart w as re se rv ed  fo r  

la ter tim es in  o rd e r th a t th e ag in g  w o rld , g ro w in g  co ld  in  lo v e , m ig h t ag ain  b eco m e en k in d led  a t th e  

rec ita tio n  o f  su ch  m y sterie s.” [fo o tn o te : S t. G ertru d e . G e s a n d te r  d e r  g ô tt l ic h e n  L ie b e , F re ib u rg , 1 9 1 5 . b k . 

4 , ch ap . 4 , p p . 3 1 2 -3 1 4 .]

W e a lso liv e a t a tim e in  w h ich th e w o rd s o f C h ris t a re v erified : “A n d  b ecau se in iq u ity w ill 

ab o u n d , th e  ch arity  o f  th e  m an y  w ill g ro w  co ld ” (M t. 2 4 :1 2 ). In  th is  lo v e less , se lfish , co ld  w o rld , o u r  d iv ine  

S av io r  a llo w s  th e  w arm th  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  H is  d iv in e  H eart  to  sh in e  fo rth  in  o rd e r  to  th aw  th e  ice  th a t  in c ru sts  

th e  h earts  o f  m en , an d  th u s  to  p ro d u ce  a  n ew  sp iritu a l sp rin g  o f  v ig o ro u s lo v e  o f  G o d  an d  n e ig h b o r. W h at 

S t. Jo h n  th e  E v an ge lis t to ld  S t. G ertru d e  a t th e  en d  o f  th e  th irteen th  cen tu ry , o u r  S av io r  H im self  rep eats  in  

o th e r  w o rd s  to  S t. M arg are t M ary  A laco q ue  a t th e  en d  o f  th e  sev en teen th . H e  te lls  h er  th a t th e  rev e la tio n  o f  

th e d ev o tio n  to  H is S acred  H eart is o n e o f  th e fin a l e ffec ts an d  e ffo rts o f  H is lo v e ; th a t H e in tend s , b y  

m eans  o f  th is  d ev o tio n , to  g iv e  th e  C h ris tian s liv in g  a t th e  en d  o f  th e  la s t ep o ch  o f  tim e  a  sp ec ia l d o w er  b y  

g iv in g  th em  an  o b jec t an d  a  m eans  to  an im a te  o n ce  m o re  th e ir  lo v e  fo r  H im . [fo o tn o te : F o r  a  g o o d  acco u n t 

o f  th e  R ev e la tio n s see T h e s e  T h r e e  H e a r ts , b y  M arg are t Y eo  (B ruce , 1 9 5 2 ). T h e  q u o ta tio n s o f  o u r  L o rd  to  

S t. M arg aret M aty  u sed  in  th is b o o k  a re fro m  V ie  e t Œ u v r e s d e  S a in te  M a r g u e r i te -M a r ie  A la c o q u e , I I ,  

n o u v e lle  éd itio n  au th en tiqu e . P aris, 1 9 2 0 .]

D esp ite  th e co o lin g  o f  lo v e  am o n g  C h ristian s, o u r S av io r h as , th en , n o t ceased  to  b e  o u r F rien d . 

O n  th e  co n tra ry '. H e  w ish es  to  g iv e  a  n ew  p ro o f  o f  H is lo v e , esp ec ia lly  in  th ese  o u r  tim es , b y  th e  rev e la tio n  

o f  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart. “B eh o ld  I s tan d  a t th e  g a te  an d  k n o ck .” S h a ll w e  tu rn  o u r  S av io r aw ay , 

o u r  b est F rien d , o u r n o b les t F rien d , o u r  o m n ip o ten t F rien d , w h o  is ev er read y  to  h e lp  u s?  H e d esire s o u r 

lo v e , o u r  p o o r, w eak , sm all h eart in  o rd er  to  g iv e  u s in  ex ch an g e  H is o w n  so  rich  w ith  a ll th e  treasu res  o f  

th e d iv in ity . Is th is n o t an  ad v an tag eo u s ex ch an ge? In  o th e r m atte rs w e a re q u ick  to se ize o n  an y th in g  

w h ich  m ak es  fo r  o u r  ad v an tag e . W h y  n o t in  th is?



3 . W h a t  is  i t th a t  p r e v e n ts  u s  fr o m  c o m p ly in g  w ith  th e  w is h  o f  o u r  b e s t  F r ie n d , a n d  c u ltiv a tin g  th e  

d e v o tio n  to  H is  S a c r e d  H e a r t?  If  o u r  L o rd  w ere  to  ap p ea r to  u s  v is ib ly , an d  cap tiv a te  u s  w ith  th e  ch arm  o f  

H is p erso n a lity , w c  w o u ld  b e  im p ressed  an d  d raw n  to  H im  as  w ere  th e  th o u san d s w h o  fo llo w ed  H im  in to  

th e  d esert, an d . d esp ite h ard sh ip s an d  h u n g er, rem ain ed  w ith  H im  fo r d ay s . B u t w e  d o  n o t see  o u r S av io r, 

w e  d o  n o t h ear  H is  v o ice : fo r  u s  H e  is  o n ly  a  ra th er  v ag u e  p ic tu re  re flec ted  fro m  th e  d is tan t p ast. A h , if  w e  

co u ld  b u t o n ce  see  H im  w ith  a ll th e  fa scin a tin g  a ttrac tiv en ess w h ich  H e  d isp lay ed  w h en  H e  w alk ed  am o n g  

m en !

O u r S av io r, h o w ev er, th in k s  o th e rw ise . H e  te rm s  esp ec ia lly  b lessed  th o se  w h o  d o  n o t see an d  y e t 

b e liev e (c f. Jn . 2 0 :2 9 ). H e  te lls  H is  ap o stle s th a t it is ex p ed ien t  fo r  th em  th a t H e  g o , an d  th a t th ey  see  H im  

n o  m o re  (c f. Jn . 1 6 :7 ). T h e  reaso n  w  as  th a t th ey  w  e re  to o  m u ch  p reo ccu p ied  w ith  H is  ex te rn a l ch arm ; w h ile  

it w as H is in ten tio n  th a t th ey sh o u ld  p en etra te  to  th e sen tim en ts o f  H is h eart, an d  th a t th ey sh o u ld  m ak e  

th ese sen tim en ts th e ir o w n . S t. P au l, th e ap o stle , d esig n a tes th e fact th a t h e h as ceased  to k n o w C h rist 

acco rd in g  to  th e  fle sh  as  a  g rea t ad v an ce  (c f. 2  C o r. 5 :1 6 ). T h e  tir in g  th a t m atte rs, th en , is  to  u n d erstand  an d  

m ak e o n e ’s o w n  th e sen tim en ts o f C h ris t. W e m u st cu ltiv a te  th e m in d o f C h ris t Jesu s (c f. P h il. 2 :5 ). 

S im ila rity  o f  sen tim en ts  is  o f  th e  essen ce  o f  frien d sh ip .

O r  is it tru e  th a t frien dsh ip  is  b ased  o n  a ttrac tiv e fea tu res an d  a  b eau tifu l fig u re?  N o ! F rien d sh ip  is  

an  a ffa ir o f th e h eart. D u p lic ity  m ay lu rk  b en ea th  a cap tiv a tin g  ex te rio r, an d  an  e leg an t b o d y  d o es n o t 

a lw ay s  h o u se  a  n o b le  so u l. T h a t w  liich  m ak es  a  frien d  a  frien d  is  fa ith fu l, g en ero u s  lo v e . S u ch  lo v e  is  b y  its  

v ery ' n a tu re  in v is ib le . W e  can  co m e  to  a  k n o w  led g e  o f  its ex is ten ce  o n ly  fro m  o u tw ard  s ig n s; freq u en tly  w e  

m erely su rm ise o r co n jectu re its p resen ce . B u t th ese co n c lu sio n s , co n jec tu res , an d  su rm ises a re a t tim es  

d eceitfill, an d  la te r cau se  b itte r  so rro w  to  o n e  w h o  h as re lied  o n  th em . S u ch  a  co n tin g en cy is ex c lu d ed  in  

frien dsh ip  w ith  o u r  S av io r. W e  d o  n o t see  H im  w  ith  th e  ey es o f  o u r  b o d y , b u t w e  k n o w  H im  w ith  th e  ey es  

o f  fa ith . S tro n g er th an  th e u n iv e rse is H is lo v e . H is in fallib le rev e la tio n  m an ifes ts th is lo v e to u s . H is  

im m u tab ility v o u ch es fo r its u n shak en  firm n ess , H is o m n ip o ten ce g u aran tees  its u n fa ilin g  e fficacy . T h e  

lo v e  o f  Jesu s h as n ev er  y e t p erm itted  o n e  w h o  rem ain ed  fa ith fu l to  b e  p u t to  sh am e. H en ce , S t. P e ter say s  

so  jo y o u sly : “T h is is  y o u r  jo y , y o u r  u n u tte rab le an d  g lo rified  h ap p in ess , th a t y o u  lo v e  Jesu s C h ris t, w h o m  

y o u  h av e n ev er seen ; th a t y o u  b e liev e in  H im , w h o m  y o u  h av e n ev er b eh eld . Y o u r rew ard  w ill b e th e  

sa lv a tio n  o f  y o u r  so u ls, th e  e tern a l in h e ritan ce  o f  h eav en ” (c f. P e t. 1 :8 ). W e  d o  n o t see  o u r S av io r: y e t th e  

ce rta in ty  w e  h av e  o f  H is  lo v e  is  g rea te r  th an  an y  ce rta in ty  b ased  o n  th e  te s tim o n y  o f  o u r  sen ses .

L et u s  h o n o r  H is h eart, an d  g iv e  H im  o u r  h earts . T h en  b e tw een  o u r  h eart  an d  H is a  co m m u n io n  o f  

life w ill re su lt th a t w ill e ffect in n e r ex p erien ces , w  liich  a re in d eed  in v is ib le , b u t w  liich  w  ill, if w e p ro v e  

fa ith fu l an d  th e lo v e o f G o d  co n tin u a lly g row  s w ith in  u s , n ev erth e le ss d isc lo se a h ig h er, m o re g lo rio u s  

w o rld  th an  th e  w o rld  o f sen se ro u n d  ab o u t u s; a sp iritu a l w o rld , w h ich , h o w ev er, is n o  le ss rea l th an  th e  

in v is ib le  a ir  w e  b rea th e . A  n ew , v ita l a tm o sp h ere  w ill en v e lo p  u s , an d  im p art n ew  en erg ies  to  o u r  so u ls  an d  

to  o u r  m in d s  a  fre sh n ess  as  o f  y o u th , w h ich  ag e  can no t d im , so  th a t th ey  w ill sp read  th e ir  w in g s  as  th e  eag le  

an d  so a r  to  th e  h e ig h ts  w h ere  is G o d . “F o r  w h at h av e  I in  h eav en ?  an d  b esid es T h ee  w h at d o  I d esire  u p o n  

ea rth ?  . . . T h o u  a rt  th e  G o d  o f  m y  h eart, an d  th e  G o d  th a t is  m y  p o rtio n  fo rev er” (P s . 7 2 :2 5 , 2 6 ).

L et u s  ren ew  o u r  h eart a t th e  h eart o f  o u r S av io r. L et u s  b e  d ev o ted  to  H im  as to  o u r  b est F rien d . 

L et u s  b eco m e  o n e  h eart w ith  H im . N o  o n e can  b e  n ear a  fire an d  n o t b e  w arm ed . T h e  h eart o f  Jesu s is a  

fu rn ace  o f  th e  p u res t, h o lie st lo v e . T h e  m o re  in tim a te ly  w  e  u n ite  o u rse lv es to  H im , th e  m o re  in ten se ly  th is  

lo v e w ill b u m  in  o u r h earts an d co n su m e a ll im p u ritie s . T h e p u re r o u r h earts b eco m e , th e m o re th e  

frien dsh ip  o f Jesu s w ill m ak e u s h ap p y as o n ly th e lo v e o f G o d  can  m ak e o n e h ap p y . H eart o f Jesus , 

b u rn in g  w  ith  lo v e  fo r  m e, en k in d le  m y  h eart w ith  lo v e  fo r  T h ee .



C H A P T E R  I I

O u r  N o b les t F rien d

“ B u t  to  m e  T h y  fr ie n d s , O  G o d , a r e  

m a d e  e x c e e d in g ly  h o n o r a b le ”  (P s . 1 3 8 :1 7 ) .

1 . W e  s p e a k  a t  t im e s  o f  a  n o b le  h e a r t , a  tr u e  h e a r t , a  g e n e r o u s  h e a r t . W h at m ean in g  d o  w e  a ttach  

to  th e w o rd  “h eart” ? O b v io u sly , w e d o  n o t m ean  th e  p h y sica l h eart, fo r n o b ility , fid elity , g en ero s ity  a re  

p ro p ertie s  o f  th e  so u l. T h ey  a re  m an ifes ted  in  th e  so u l’s h ig h er  sp iritu a l life . T h e  h eart, th e re fo re , o f  w h ich  

w e p red ica te sp iritu a l p ro p ertie s , is th e life o f th e so u l. B u t in m o d em  p h raseo lo g y th e w o rd “h eart”  

s ig n ifies  th e  in te rio r life  in so fa r  as  it co n sis ts  n o t m ere ly  o f  co ld  p ro cesses o f  reaso n in g , b u t a lso  in so fa r  as  

it in c lu d es  d esires , w ish es , lo v e ; th a t is . th o se  ac ts  in flu en ced  b y  th e  w ill. W e  o ften  say : "T h is  p erso n  is an  

in te llec tu alis !  w ith o u t a  h eart,”  fo r  w e  p red ica te  a  h eart o n ly  o f  o n e  w h o  h as  w arm th , an d  th e  w arm th  o f  th e  

so u l is lo v e . It is lo v e , th en , b o th  th e lo v e o f d esire an d  th e lo v e o f b en ev o len ce , w ith a ll its v ario u s 

ac tiv itie s  an d  ten d en c ies , w h ich  co n stitu te s  th a t h eart  to  w h ich  w e  assig n  g o o d  o r  b ad , lau d ab le  o r  b lam ab le  

p ro p ertie s.

T h is  fig u rativ e  lan g u age  is  in  en tire  co n fo rm ity  w ith  H o ly  W rit. T h ere  w e  read  o f  a  h ard en ed  h eart  

th a t lia s  b eco m e  as  h ard  as s to n e  (c f. Jo b  4 1 :1 5 ), o f  a  b ad  an d  d eceitfu l h eart (c f. E cc lu s. 3 :2 9 ; 3 6 :2 2 ), o f  a  

b lin d ed h eart (c f. M k . 6 :5 2 ); a lso o f a  w ise  h eart (c f. P ro v . 1 8 :1 5 ), o f  a  g o o d  an d  p erfec t h eart (c f. L k . 

8 :1 5 ). o f  a  p u re  h eart (c f. P s. 5 0 :1 2 ), o f  a  h ap py  h eart (c f. E cc lu s. 5 1 :2 0 ). O f  th e  first C h ristian s  w e  read : 

"T h ey  w ere  o f  o n e  h eart an d  o n e  so u l” (A cts  4 :3 2 ). E v en  G o d , w h o  is a  p u re  sp irit, sp eak s  o f  H is  h eart (c f. 

3 K in g s  9 :3 ).

M an . o f  co u rse , is n o t a  p u re sp irit. H is  b o d y  p artic ip a te s in  a ll h is  v ita l ac tiv itie s . It is a  fact o f  

ex p erien ce th a t th e re is an in tim a te re la tio n b e tw een  th e p h y sica l h eart o f m an an d s tro n g sp iritu a l 

em o tion s . G rea t  jo y , d eep  g rie f, lo v e . h a te , an d  an g er  a ffec t h is  h eart so  th a t its  p u lsa tio n s  a re s tren g th ened  

an d  acce le rated o r w eak en ed  an d re ta rd ed . A  s tro n g , h ea lth y h eart m ak es fo r d e term in atio n , ch arac te r, 

ch ee rfu lness ; w h ile  an  a ilin g  h eart m ay  b e  th e  cau se  o f  d isco u rag em en t an d  ex cess iv e sen sitiv eness . T h is  

in tim a te  in te rac tio n  b e tw een  th e  p h y sica l h eart an d  th e  sp iritu a l life  o f  m an  is  th e  reaso n  w h y  w e  ap p ly  th e  

w o rd  “h eart” to  th e sp iritu a l rea lm  an d  rep resen t lo v e , o f  its n a tu re in v is ib le , b y  a  p h y sical h eart. T h is is  

a lso  tru e  o f  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart, in  w h ich  w e  v en era te  th e  lo v e  o f  o u r  L o rd  u n d er  th e  sy m b o l 

o f  H is h u m an  h eart; in  a  w o rd , it is frien dsh ip  w ith  o u r  L o rd . W h en  G o d  say s to  u s: M y  so n , g iv e  M e  th y  

h eart” (P ro v . 2 3 :2 6), H e is d em an d in g  o u r lo v e . W h en  Jesu s p o in ts to  H is h eart an d say s: “B eh o ld  th is  

h eart, w h ich  h as  lo v ed  m an  so  m u ch ,”  an d  d em an d s  o u r  h earts  in  re tu rn , th e  m ean in g  is  s im p ly  th is : "I w ish  

th a t y o u  w o uld  lo v e  M e, as I lo v e  y o u ; I b eg  y o u , le t u s  b e  tru e , fa ith fu l friend s .” D ev otio n  to  th e  S acred  

H eart, th e re fo re , is  essen tia lly  a  v ery  p erfect frien dsh ip  b e tw een  th e  so u l an d  its S av io r.



H o w  m an y frien d sh ip s th e re a re in  th e w o rld  w h ich a re o f little o r n o p ro fit an d  w h o se o n e  

p u rp o se seem s to b e to im p lan t an d  fo s ter th e lo w  id ea ls , th e ev il p ass io n s o f o n e in th e o th e r. E v il 

co m p an y  co rru p ts  g o o d  m o rals . If  ev il is  th e  b o n d  o f  u n io n  th a t  jo in s tw o  h u m an  h earts, it m ay  b e  ca lled  

frien dsh ip  b y  th e  sam e  to k en  th a t th e ft m ay  b e  ca lled  w o rk . T h e  o u te r  sh e ll is  th e re , b u t in  p lace  o f  a  so u nd  

k ern e l w e  fin d  m o ld . F rien d sh ip , th e re fo re , s tan d s fo r so m eth in g  n o b le  an d  en n o b lin g . C o n seq u en tly , w e  

m u st p ro ceed  w ith g rea t cau tio n  in  ch o o sin g  o u r frien d , fo r if th e p ro v erb : “T ell m e w ith w h o m  y o u  

asso c ia te , an d  I  w ill te ll  y o u  w h o  y o u  a re ,” is  tru e  o f  o rd in a ry  asso cia tio n , h o w  m u ch  tru er  it m u st  b e  w h en  

ap p lied  to  o n e 's  frien d s . F o r  th ro u g h  frien d sh ip  tw o  h earts  b eco m e  to  a  ce rta in  ex ten t  b u t o n e  h eart in  th e ir 

v iew s an d  a im s. W e  h av e  h ere  n o t o n ly  a  ce rta in  co n fo rm ity , th e  p ro d u c t o f  a ll h u m an  re la tio n sh ip , b u t a  

rea l u n ificatio n  o f  th o u g h ts an d  d esire s . T h e  p ro p h e t’s co n d em n atio n  o f  th e  Is rae lite s w h en  th ey  b eg an  to  

lo v e fa lse g o d s is ap p licab le to a m an  w h o tak es an ev il p erso n fo r h is co n fid an t an d g iv es h im  h is  

frien d sh ip : “T h ey b ecam e ab o m inab le , as th o se th in g s w ere, w h ich th ey lo v ed ” (O see 9 :1 0 ). T h o se , 

h o w ev er, w h o  lo v e  G o d . th e  A p o stle  says , a re  o n e  sp irit w ith  H im  (1 C o r. 6 :1 7 ).

T liis ex p la in s  a t o n ce  th e  g reat s ig n ifican ce  o f  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart. T h e  h eart o f  Jesus  

sy m b o lizes th e  in n e rm o st life  o f  th e  so u l o f  Jesu s ; h en ce, to  p ractice  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart o f  Jesu s  

is to  p artic ip a te in  th e  sen tim en ts o f  Jesu s ; is  to  b eco m e  id en tified  w ith  th e  h eart, th e  w ish es, th e  in ten tio n s  

o f  Jesu s : is  to  cu ltiv a te  a  ten d er  frien dsh ip  fo r  Jesus . A h , if  w e  co u ld  o n ly  g rasp  w h at it m eans  to  re s t o n  th e  

h eart o f  Jesu s, to  en te r  th e  san ctu a ry  o f  th is S acred  H eart, to  d rin k  o f  th e  fo u n ta in s  o f  g race  ev er  s tream in g  

fro m  it, to  b eco m e  in to x ica ted  w ith  th is  h o ly  lo v e , to  b e  ab le  to  say  w ith  th e  A p o stle : “ It is  n o w  n o  lo n g er  I 

th a t liv e , b u t  C h ris t liv es  in  m e” (G a l. 2 :2 0 ).

2 . A ll  c r e a tu r e s , b e  th e y  m e n  o r  a n g e ls , a r e  g o o d  o n ly  in so fa r  a s  th e y  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  g o o d n e s s  

o f  G o d . “N o  o n e  is g o o d  b u t G o d  o n ly ” (L k . 1 8 :1 9 ), a re  th e  w o rd s o f  C h rist H im se lf. G o d  o n ly  is  g o o d  in  

H im se lf; H e  o n ly  is essen tia lly  g o o d  ju s t as H e  a lo n e  h as b e in g  in  H im se lf. E v en  tiling  th a t ex is ts  b esid es  

G o d  is o f  itse lf  n o th in g . N o th in g , h o w ev er, cann o t  b e  g o o d . G o d , in d eed , ca lls a ll c reatio n  g o o d , b u t o n ly  

in so far  as  H e  h as  m ad e  it so . "A n d  G o d  saw  a ll th in g s  th a t H e  h ad  m ad e , an d  th ey  w ere  v ery  g o o d " (G en . 

1 :3 1 ). C o m p ared  w ith  G o d , h eav en  an d  earth  an d  a ll th ey  co n ta in  a re  as  n o th in g . “A n d  th ey  a re  co u n ted  to  

H im  as  n o th in g  an d  v an ity ” (Isa . 4 0 :1 7 ).

B u t if  w e  co n sid e r  m o ra l ex ce llen ce  o r  h o liness , th en  G o d  is  th e  th rice  h o ly , w h ile  m an  is  d ece itfu l 

(c f. P s. 1 1 5 :1 1 ), u n tru stw o rthy , in co n stan t. O f co u rse , w e ad m ire m an y m en  fo r th e ir ex cep tio n a l m o ral  

q u a lities , b u t n o n e  o f  th em  h av e  th ese o f  th em selv es , th ey  h av e a ll rece iv ed  th em  fro m  th e ir C reato r, “a ll 

w isd o m  is fro m  th e  L o rd  G o d ” (E cc lu s. 1 :1 ); “H e is th e g u id e o f  w isd o m  an d  th e d irec to r o f  th e  w ise ”  

(W isd . 7 :1 5 ) w h o  g iv es p o w er an d  s tren g th  (c f. P s. 6 7 :3 6 ); th o se  th a t p resu m e o f  th em se lv es H e h u m b les  

(c f. J th . 6 :1 5 ).

A ll o u r m o ral s tren g th  an d  g o o d n ess co m e  to  u s fro m  G o d  th ro u g h  o u r  L o rd  Jesu s C h ris t. “W h o  

h as  b eco m e  fo r  u s G o d -g iv en  w isd o m , an d  ju s tice , an d  san ctifica tio n , an d  red em p tio n” (1 C o r. 1 :3 0 ). T h is  

is w h y  o u r S av io r te lls  u s: “H e w h o  ab id es in  M e, an d  I in  h im , h e  b ears m u ch  fru it” (Jn . 1 5 :5 ), fru it o f  

h o lin ess an d  o f e tern a l life . T h e p u rp o se an d  a im  o f  th e d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart is to  u n ite  u s ev er  

m o re  in tim a te ly  w ith  Jesu s so  th a t w e  m ay  d raw  fro m  H im  in  ev er-in c reas in g  m easu re  th e  s tren g th  to  b rin g  

fo rth  g o o d  fru it. O n e  w h o  cu ltiv a te s th is  d ev o tio n  acco rd in g  to  th e  in ten tio n  o f  o u r  L o rd  d o es  n o t re s t w ith  

a  co n side ra tion  o f  th e  ex te rn a l w o rd s  an d  d eed s o f  Jesu s, b u t p en e tra te s  to  th e  ro o t o f  th em  a ll, n am ely , th e  

sen tim en ts an d  in ten tio n s o f  H is S acred  H eart. H e s triv es to  b eco m e  an  in tim a te frien d  o f  Jesu s, a  frien d  

fro m  w h o m  n o  m y ste ries  o f  lo v e  a re  h id d en , a  frien d  w ith  w h o m  Jesu s sp eak s  h eart  to  h eart.



T o  re s t a t th e h eart o f  Jesu s m eans to  re s t a t th e  fo u n ta in  o f  a ll h o lin ess , an d  to  d rin k  fro m  it a t 

p leasu re  d eep  d rau g h ts . T h en  if  th e  o ld  p ro v erb  is  v erified  in  u s: "T e ll m e  w ith  w h o m  y o u  asso c ia te , an d  I 

w ill te ll y o u  w h o  y o u  a re , h o w  h ap p y  w e  sh a ll b e! S in ce  a ll c reated  h o lin ess co m es  fro m  G o d , w h at sh a ll 

w e  th in k  an d  say  o f  th e  h o lin ess o f  th is S acred  H eart?  B ecau se  o f  th e  h y p o sta tic  u n io n , th e  re la tio n  o f  th is  

S acred  H eart to  th e  D iv in ity  u n sp eak ab ly  su rp asses  th e  u n io n  w ith  G o d  o f  ev en  th e  g rea tes t sa in ts, o f  th e  

B lessed  V irg in  h erself . In  th e  w h o le  rea lm  o f  c reatio n  th e re  is  n o t an o th er  h eart so  tru ly  th e  n o b le  h eart o f  a  

frien d  as  th e  h eart  o f  Jesu s; in d eed , th e re  is  n o t o n e  th a t  ev en  rem ote ly  ap p ro x im a tes  H is . T h is  is  th e  reaso n  

w h y  th e  frien dsh ip  o f  Jesu s ex erts  an  en n o b lin g  in flu en ce  su ch  as  n o  o th e r  frien dsh ip  can .

In  o rd e r th a t w e m ay ca ll a h eart tru ly n o b le , it is n ecessary ab o v e a ll e lse th a t it b e n o t an  

ab o m in atio n  in  th e  s ig h t o f G o d  b ecau se  o f  se rio u s m o ral d efic ien c ies . W h at is h a te fu l to G o d  can n o t b e  

tru ly  n o b le , n o  m atte r h o w  a ttrac tiv e  ex te rn a l ap p ea ran ces m ay  b e . G o d ’s  ju d g m en ts  a re  tru e; ap p ea ran ces , 

d ecep tiv e . T h e g rea ter th e  p u rity o f  h eart, s in g len ess o f  w ill, in ten tio n s , d esire s , th e n o b le r su ch  a h eart 

ap p ea rs in  th e  ey es o f  G o d . w h o  sees in  it a  m aste rp iece o f  H is g race, a  w o rk  th a t im m easu rab ly  su rp asses  

a ll th e  g ran d eu r  an d  b eau t} o f  th e  sen sib le  c reatio n .

H o w  p u re is th e h eart o f  Jesu s? S o  p u re  th a t a  m o re ex alted  p u rity is in co n ce iv ab le in  a  c rea ted  

b e in g . T h e  h u m an ity  o f  Jesu s  is  u n ited  in  o n e  p erso n  to  th e  D iv in ity . T h ere  a re  n o t tw o  p erso n s, G o d  an d  a  

m an . b u t o n ly  o n e d iv ine  P erso n , w h o  h as  b o th  th e  d iv in e  an d  h u m an  n a tu re , w h o  o p era tes d iv in e  w o rk s  

th ro u g h  H is  d iv in e  n a tu re  an d  h u m an  w o rk s  th ro ug h  H is  h u m an  n a tu re . B ecau se  o f  H is d iv in e  n a tu re  Jesu s  

d o es  a ll th a t H is  h eav en ly  F a th er  d o es (c f. Jn . 5 1 7 )  b ecau se  o f  H is h u m an  n a tu re  H e  p erfo rm s  ex te rna l  an d  

in tern al  ac ts  lik e  o th e r  m en . H e  b ecam e  lik e  u n to  u s  in  th o u g h t, d esire , an d  act. s in  a lo n e  ex cep ted  (c f. H eb . 

4 :1 5 ). T h e D iv in ity ex clu d es s in as so m eth in g ab so lu tely  co n trad ic to iy . S in is rebe llio n  ag a in s t G o d . 

en m ity  w ith  G o d . sep a ra tio n  fro m  G o d . B ut G o d  cam io t reb e l ag a in s t H im se lf, b e  a t en m ity  w ith  H im se lf, 

sep ara te  H im self  fro m  H im se lf. H en ce , th e re  can  b e  n o  s in  in  a  d iv in e  P erson . Y et if  th e  h u m an ity  o f  C h rist 

w ere cap ab le o f s in . th e re  w o u ld  b e s in  in  a  d iv in e P erson . T h is is im p o ssib le . T h ere fo re th e h y p o sta tic  

u n io n  b rin g s ab o u t su ch  an  o p p o sitio n to s in  th a t s in  itse lf b eco m es an  im p o ss ib ility '. T h is is w h y th e  

A p o stle  say s  o f  Jesu s : "(H e  is ) h o ly , in n o cen t, u n d efiled , se t ap art  fro m  s in n e rs” (H eb . 7 :2 6 ). Jesu s H im se lf  

d em an d ed  o f  H is  en em ies: "W h ich  o f  y o u  can  co n v ic t  M e  o f  s in? ” (Jn . 8 :4 6 .)

W e  m u st n o t im ag in e , h o w ev er, th a t  th e  h o lin ess  o f  Jesu s is  a  s ta tic  co n d itio n  lik e  th e  h o lin ess  o f  a  

b ap tized ch ild . B etw een  th e h eart o f Jesu s an d  th e P erso n  o f th e D iv ine W o rd , th e re is u n in terru p ted  

co m m u n icatio n . T h e d iv in e an d  th e h u m an  p ercep tio n s o f  Jesu s a re in  p erfec t h arm o n y ; th e h u m an  an d  

d iv in e  w ills w ill o n e  an d  th e  sam e th in g . A  tid e  o f  lo v e  co n tin u a lly  p o u rs fo rth  fro m  th e  D iv in ity ' in to  th e  

h u m an  h eart o f  Jesu s an d  fro m  th e re  su rg es  b ack  ag ain  w ith  a ll its  fo rce  to  th e  D iv in ity '. B etw  een  th e  h eart  

o f  Jesu s an d  th e  d iv ine  p erso n a lity  th e re  is n ev er  fo r  a  m o m en t th e  s lig h tes t d isco n tin u ity  o r  in te rru p tio n  in  

th e  co n tin u a l th o u gh t  ab o u t, th e  e tern a l  lo v e  o f, an d  th e  co n stan t liv in g  fo r  o n e  an o th e r. T ru e , th e  sam e  m ay  

b e a ffirm ed  o f  th e  b lessed  in  h eav en  b u t in  a  fa r lo w er d eg ree . N o  sa in t b ecom es o n e p erso n  w ith  G o d . 

C h ris t a lo n e  is  b o th  tru ly  m an  an d  th e  S eco n d  P erso n  o f  th e  T rin ity . E ach  o f  th e  b lessed  rece iv es  a  d efin ite  

m easu re  o f  b ea tific  k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e  acco rd in g  to  h is  w o rks . O n ly  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s rece iv es th e  g ifts  o f  

G o d  w ith o u t m easu re ; G o d  g iv es H im  a ll th a t a  m ere c reatu re as c rea tu re is cap ab le o f  rece iv in g  (c f. Jn . 

3 :3 4 . 3 5 ), th e  p u res t h o liness , th e  m o st p ro fo u n d  co m p reh en sio n  o f  G o d , th e  m o st a rden t  lo v e  o f  G o d .

D o es  th e  S acred  H eart p o ssess  th ese  treasu res  o f  g race  fo r Itse lf  a lo n e?  N o , fo r  o f  H is  fu llness  w e  

h av e  a ll receiv ed  g race  fo r  g race  (c f. Jn . 1 :1 6 ). Jesu s in v ite s  u s , say in g : “ If  an y  m an  th irs t fo r h o liness , le t 

h im  co m e  to  M e  an d  d rin k . . . . O u t o f  h is  b e lly  sh a ll flo w  riv ers  o f  liv in g  w ater” (Jn . 7 :3 7 , 3 8 ), “w ater  th a t 

sp rin g eth  fo rth  u n to ev erla stin g  life” (c f. Jn . 4 :1 4 ). N o h u m an  frien dsh ip  o n  earth  lia s su ch  p o w er to  



en n o b le  as  th e  frien dsh ip  o f  Jesu s. In  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s w e  fin d  th e  p erson a l lo v e o f  G o d  w h ich  co m m u n i­

ca tes its h o lin ess an d  g races  to  o u r  h earts ; it lif ts o u r  h earts ab o v e a ll u n w o rth y  am b itio n s an d  d raw s  o u r 

d esire s to  e tern a l, in fin ite  treasu res ; it m ak es  sa in ts o f  u s if  w e su b m it to  its g u id an ce . S t. M arg are t M ary  

A laco q u e  say s: "M y  lo v in g  M aste r h as  in fo rm ed  m e  th a t H e  g reatly  d esire s to  b e  lo v ed  b y  m en . M o v ed  b y  

th is d esire . H e h as d e te rm in ed  to  m an ifest H is S acred  H eart an d  to  o p en  u n to  m en  th is treasu reh o u se  o f  

lo v e an d m ercy , th is treasu reh o u se o f a ll th e g races w h ich lead to sa lv a tio n  an d p erfec tio n . H e h as  

d e te rm in ed  to  en rich  b ey o n d  ca lcu la tio n  a ll th o se  w h o  lo v e  an d  h o n o r  H im  w ith  a ll th e ir  s tren g th  an d  s triv e  

th a t H e  b e  lo v ed  an d  h o n o red  b y  o th e rs.”  A re  w e  p erh ap s  so  ab u n d an tly  b lessed  w ith  sp iritu a l treasu res  th a t 

w e  d o  n o t n eed  th e  treasu res  o f  th is d iv in e  h eart?  R em em b er, th e se lf-su ffic ien t rich  w ill g o  em p ty  aw ay ; 

b u t th o se  th a t h u n g er, w h o  a re sen sib le  o f  th e ir  m ise ry , an d  w h o  seek  re lief  fo r  th e ir sp iritu a l w an ts  in  th e  

h eart  o f  Jesu s , w ill h av e  th e ir  fill.

L et u s seek  th e  frien d sh ip  w h ich  Jesu s o ffe rs  u s . W itho u t lo v e  n o  h u m an  h eart can  b e  h ap p y . W e  

ce rta in ly  can  fin d  n o  m o re  w o rthy  o r  m o re  sa lu tary  o b jec t o f  lo v e  th an  Jesu s C h ris t. L et u s en te r th is  h eart 

o p en  fo r a ll th o se  w h o  tru ly  w ish  to  lo v e . L et u s  lo v e  Jesu s w ith  th e  lo v e  w h ich  w e  d raw  fro m  H is  d iv ine  

h eart, an d  w e  sh a ll b e  re -c rea ted  in to  a  liv in g  im ag e  o f  H is  d iv in e  b eau ty .

3 . F u ll  o f  lo v e  a n d  c o n fid e n c e , le t u s  g o  to  th e  h e a r t o f  J e s u s . W h en  th e q u een  o f S ab a cam e to  

S o lo m o n , h eard  h is w isd o m , an d  saw  h is treasu res , sh e ex c la im ed : "B lessed  a re  th y  m en , an d  b lessed  a re  

th y  se rv an ts, w h o  s tan d  b efo re  th ee  a lw ay s" (3 K in g s 1 0 :8 ). H o w  m u ch  h ap p ier  w e  a re , fo r  a  g rea te r th an  

S o lo m o n  is h ere , as  C h ris t H im self  h as  to ld  u s  (c f. M t. 1 2 :4 2 ). H ere  n o  m o rta l m an  sp eak s so u n d in g  w o rd s  

to  th e  ears  o f  o u r  b o d y , b u t th e  e te rn a l S o n  o f  G o d  sp eak s  w o rd s  o f  h eav en ly  w isd o m  to  o u r  so u ls ; h ere  w e  

a re  n o t m ere ly  sh o w n  ea rth ly  treasu res , b u t th e  in co rru p tib le  treasu res  o f  e te rn a l life  a re  b esto w ed  u p o n  u s . 

H en ce , w e  m u st say  in  th e  w o rd s o f  th e  B rev ia ry : "S in ce  w e  h av e  n o w  co m e  to  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s , w e  w ill 

n o t p erm it an y th in g  to  sep ara te  u s  fro m  it.” [fo o tn o te : B r e v ia r y , le sso n  o f  th e  th ird  n o c tu m  fo r  th e  feas t o f  

th e  S acred  H eart. T h e  trea tise , co m po sed  b y  an  u n k n o w n  au th o r, is th e re  a ttrib u ted  to  S t. B o n av en tu re .] O  

L o rd , w e  w ish  to  b e  m in d fu l o f  T h y  h eart, to  re jo ice  an d  b e  g lad . O  M o st  b eau tifu l Jesu s , w ash  m e  fro m  m y  

w icked n ess  an d  c lean se m e  fro m  m y  s in s, so  th a t p u rified  b y  T h ee I m ay  ap p ro ach  T h ee , th e  a ll p u re , an d  

liv e  in  T h y  h eart a ll th e  d ay s o f  m y  life . M an y  sa in ts h av e  fo u n d  in  th e S acred  H eart o f  Jesu s a  sw ee t an d  

b ea tific  re s tin g  p lace . W h y  d o  w e  n o t ca re  to  en te r  an d  to  en jo y  th e  sam e  ex p erien ces  th a t th ey  en jo y ed ?

P erhap s  y o u  w ill say : “ If  I w ere a  sa in t, I . to o , w o u ld  fin d  a ll m y  h ap p in ess in  th e S acred  H eart; 

b u t th e re  a re m y  s in s , m y  m an y  an d  g reat s in s —  h o w  d are I ap p ro ach  a  san ctu a ry  th a t is so  re sp len d en t 

w ith  p u rity ?”

W e  m u st  p u t as id e  su ch  fears , fo r  th ey  a re  w ith o u t fo u n da tio n . D id  n o t o u r  L o rd  say  ex p lic itly  th a t 

H e  cam e  fo r th e sak e  o f  s in n ers? (C f. M t. 9 :1 3 .) Is Jesu s o n e  o f  th o se  w h o  say : “T o u ch  M e n o t, fo r I am  

h o ly ” ?  T h in k  o f  th e  w o m an  w h o  w as  k n o w n  as  a  p u b lic  s in n e r  an d  w h o , fu ll o f  th e  d eep est co n tritio n , cas t 

h erse lf a t o u r S av io r ’s fee t as H e sa t a t d in n er in  th e P h arisee ’s h o u se . T h e  P h arisee , in d eed , th o u g h t: If  

Jesu s o n ly  k n ew  w h at m an n er  o f  w o m an  th a t is , H e  w o u ld  n o t p erm it h er  to  to u ch  H im . B u t th e  ju d g m en t 

o f  Jesu s  w as  v ery  d ifferen t: “M any  s in s  a re  fo rg iv en  h er. b ecau se  sh e  h a th  lo v ed  m u ch ” (c f. L k . 7 :3 6  ff).

T h ere a re tw o c lasses o f s in n e rs , th e h ard en ed an d th e co n trite . H arden ed s in n ers m ay n o t 

ap p ro ach  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s; th ey  d o  n o t w ish  to  b e  frien d s  o f  Jesu s. R ep en tan t s in n e rs , h o w ev er, w h o  h av e  

so u g h t ab so lu tio n  fro m  th e ir s in s in  th e  sacram en t o f  p en an ce , w ill fin d  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s o p en  to  receiv e  

th em . If  th e  th o u gh t o f  o u r s in s ten d s to  k eep  u s aw ay  fro m  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s, le t u s  tak e co u rag e  an d  n o t 

o n ly  cast o u rse lv es  a t th e  feet o f  Jesu s lik e M ary  M ag d a len , b u t w ith  a h o ly  reck lessn ess le t u s en te r th e  

v ery  san ctu a ry  o f  H is h eart an d  w ith  ferv en t p e titio n s im p lo re th e re , a t th e  so u rce  o f  a ll m o ra l ex ce llen ce, 



ev er-in c reasin g  freed o m  fro m  s in , ev er n o b le r sen tim en ts, an d m o re en erg e tic s triv in g a fte r h eav en ly  

th in g s. A t tire h eart  o f  Jesu s w e  w ill reco v er fro m  w eak n esses an d  g ro w  s tro n g  in  en erg e tic  lo v e ; o u r  h eart 

w ill d a ily  b eco m e  n o b le r  b ecau se  o f  its  frien dsh ip  w ith  th e  n o b lest  o f  a ll h u m an  h earts . T h u s  w e  w ill re flec t 

th e g lo ry o f  th e L o rd  an d  b eco m e d a ily m o re p erfec tly tran sfo rm ed  in to H is im ag e fro m  g lo ry to g lo ry  

b efo re th e  face  o f  tire  L o rd  (c f. 2  C o r. 3 : 1 8 ). T h en  w e  w ill ex p erien ce in  o u r o w n  p erso n  h o w  h ig h ly  th e  

frien d s  o f  G o d  a re  h o n o red .

C H A P T E R  I I I

A  S y m p a th e tic  F rien d

“ H e  is  n o t  a s h a m e d  to  c a ll

th e m  b r e th r e n ”  (H e b . 2 :1 1 ) .

1 . W h y  d id  G o d  b e c o m e  m a n ?  T h e  h u m an ity  o f  C h ris t is n o t o u r  fin a l a im  an d  en d . T h a t is G o d  

a lo n e . H en ce  S t. P au l, sp eak in g  o f  th e  co n su m m atio n  o f  th e  w o rld , say s  th a t a ll th ing s  a re su b jec ted  to  th e  

S o n  o f  G o d . T h e S o n  o f  G o d , h o w ev er, acco rd in g  to  H is h u m an ity , sh a ll H im self  b e su b jec ted  u n to  H im  

th a t p u t a ll tilin g s  u n d er  H im  th a t G o d  m ay  b e  a ll in  a ll (c f. 1 C o r. 1 5 :2 4 -2 8 ). A s  m edia to r, th e S o n  o f  G o d  

lead s th e  w h o le h u m an  race  b ack  to G o d , an d , as su p rem e h ead  o f  th e C h u rch , o ffe rs H im self an d  H is  

k in g d o m , an  e tern al  p ra ise  o ffe rin g , to  H is  h eav en ly  F a the r.

T h e h u m an ity o f C h ris t is th e w ay  th a t lead s to  th is en d . “ I ,” say s Jesu s, “am  th e w ay , an d  th e  

tru th , an d  th e  life” (Jn . 1 4 :6 ). W h o  w alk s  o n  th is  w ay  w alk s  n o t in  d ark n ess , “b u t  w ill h av e  th e  lig h t o f  life”  

(Jn . 8 :1 2 ); fo r w h o ev er w alks in  tru th , co m es in to p o ssess io n o f th e ftilln ess o f tru th , ev en in to th e  

p o ssess io n  o f  G o d . “G o d  is lig h t, an d  in  H im  is n o  d ark n ess” (1 Jn . 1 :5 ). If  G o d , th en , is th e  lig h t o f  th e  

sp iritu a l w o rld , is  H e  n o t ab le  to  illu m in e  o u r  so u ls  w ith  lig h t an d  to  w arm  o u r  h earts?  H e  is  n o t o n ly  ab le  

to  d o  so , b u t  H e  ac tu ally  d o es  th is. E v ery  b est g ift co m es  fro m  th e  F a th er  o f  lig h ts (c f. Jas. 1 :1 7 ). H e  is  w ith  

u s , ab o u t u s , w ith in  u s  w ith  H is w isd o m , H is  p o w er, H is  b e in g ; “ fo r in  H im  w e  liv e , an d  m o v e , an d  h av e  

o u r  b e in g ” (A cts 1 7 :2 8 ), an d  th is  ap p lie s  ab o v e  a ll to  th e  life  o f  o u r so u l. A n d  y e t  it  w as  ex p ed ien t  an d , to  a  

ce rta in  ex ten t, ev en  n ecessa ry  th a t th e  e tern a l L ig h t o f  G o d  co m e  in to  th e  w o rld  an d  assu m e  h u m an  fo rm . 

F o r th e d iv in ity is to o  in ten se a  lig h t fo r o u r w eak  h u m an  v is io n , an d  b eco m es d ark n ess b ecau se o f its  

in fin ite in ten sity . “N o  m an  h as a t an y  tim e seen  G o d ” (Jn . 1 :1 8 ), fo r H e is in v isib le (c f. C o l. 1 :1 5 ) “an d  

d w ells  in  lig h t in access ib le ” (1  T im . 6 :1 6 ).

It is  tm e  th a t  th e  in v is ib le  G o d  can , to  a  ce rta in  ex ten t, b e  k n o w n  fro m  a  co n tem p la tio n  o f  c rea tio n , 

in  w h ich  H is e tern al p o w er an d  d iv in ity  sh in e fo rth  (c f. R o m . 1 :2 0 ). B y  p ro cess o f  reaso n in g  w e  can  rise  

fro m  th e  c reatu re  to  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  th e  C rea to r  an d  to  a  k n o w led g e  o f  so m e  o f  H is  a ttrib u tes . T h is  p ro cess , 

h o w ev er, is a t b est im p erso n a l. M ateria l o b jec ts p resen t th em se lv es fo r o u r co n tem p la tio n  an d , b ecau se  

th ey  a re  e ffec ts  p ro du ced  b y  G o d , lead  u s  b ack  to  th e ir  first  cau se . T h e  lea rn ed  o f  th e  w o rld  h av e  e lab o ra ted  



th is  reaso n in g  p ro cess  o ften  v ery  p ro fo u n d ly  an d  in g en io u sly . B u t in  a ll tru th  w e  m u st  say  th a t th is  ch ain  o f  

a rg u m en tatio n  leav es u s  co ld  an d  u n m o v ed . A t m o st  o u r  in te llec t is sa tis fied , b u t o u r  h eart rem ain s  em p ty . 

O u r h eart d esire s p erso n al co m m u n io n  w ith  G o d  —  if  p o ssib le , co n fiden tia l, frien d ly co m m u n io n  w ith  

H im .

O  G o d , a lth o u g h  T h o u  a rt so  n ear to  u s , T h o u  a rt s till in fin ite ly  ex alted  ab o v e u s; a lth o u g h  o u r 

C reato r, T h ou  a rt a  M ajesty  b efo re  w h o m  th e an g els trem b le an d  h id e th e ir co u n ten an ce . H o w  d are w e  

th in k  o f  frien dsh ip  w ith  T h ee? F o r frien d sh ip  p resu p p o ses a ce rta in  eq u a lity , an d  b e tw een  T h ee an d  u s  

th e re  is  n o th in g  b u t in eq u a lity ; an  u n b rid g eab le  ab y ss sep ara te s  T h ee , th e  M o st H ig h , fro m  u s , p o o r  w o rm s  

o f  ea rth . C an  a  w o rm  en te r in to  frien dsh ip  w ith  m an ?  A n d  y e t th e  w o rm  is n o t so  fa r  b e lo w  u s as w e  a re  

b e lo w  G o d . M u st, th en , th e  y earn ing  o f  o u r  h earts  fo r  re s t in  G o d  rem ain  u n sa tis fied  h ere  b e lo w ?  L isten  to  

th e  in v ita tion  o f  o u r S av io r: "C o m e  to  M e  a ll y e  w h o  a re  h eav ily  lad en , co m e  to  M e  w ith  th e  h u n g er  an d  

th irs t o f  y o u r so u ls, co m e  to  M e  a ll y e  w h o  seek  G o d . N o  m an  h as seen  th e  F a th e r, b u t I , an d  I w ill sh o w  

H im  to  y o u , an d  lead  y o u  to  H im . H e  th a t seeth  M e. seeth  th e  F a th e r a lso " (c f. Ju . 1 4 :8  ff  ) . A fte r  th e  firs t  

P en teco st th e  A p o stles  m rd ersto o d  a ll th is  p erfec tly , an d  S t. Jo h n  ex cla im ed  w ith  jo y : "A n d  th e  W o rd  w as  

m ad e  flesh , an d  d w elt am o n g  u s , an d  w e  saw  H is  g lo ry  —  g lo ry  as  o f  th e  O n ly -b eg o tten  o f  th e  F a th er” (Jn . 

1 :1 4 ). Y es, w e h av e seen  w ith  o u r ey es an d  to u ch ed  w ith  o u r h an d s th e W o rd  o f  L ife (c f. 1 Jn . 1 :1 ), th e  

p erso na l, e tern a l, co n su b stan tia l  W o rd  o f  th e  F a the r.

In  th e p erso n  o f Jesu s . G o d  co m es am o n g  u s p erso n a lly  in  a m aim er w h ich  n o c rea ted reaso n  

co u ld  h av e im ag in ed . A s tru e m an  H e cam e to u s m en  w ith o u t in  an y  w ay co m p ro m is in g  H is d iv in ity . 

W h en  Jesu s sp eak s to  u s , G o d  sp eak s to  u s; w h en  Jesu s lo v es  u s , G o d  lo v es  u s; w h en  w e  re s t o n  th e  h eart 

o f  Jesu s , w e a re re stin g  o n  th e h eart o f  G o d . B etw een  G o d  an d  o u rselv es, im p erso n a l c rea tu res n eed  n o  

lo n g er m ed ia te  as  th e  o b jects  o f  o u r th o u g h t. T h e  tru e m ed ia to r  n o w  is  th e  "o n e  m ed ia to r o f  G o d  an d  m en . 

th e  m an  C h ris t Jesu s” (1  T im . 2 :5 ). T h e  h eart o f  Jesu s is  a  rea l h u m an  h eart  an d . a t th e  sam e  tim e , th e  h eart 

o f  th e S eco n d  P erso n  o f  th e  b lessed  T rin ity ; in  it d w ells th e  fu lln ess  o f  th e G o d h ead  co rp o rea lly (c f. C o l. 

2 :9 ). T h ere fo re th e  h eart o f  Jesu s is as w o rthy  o f  ad o ra tio n  as G o d  H im se lf; w e  can  sa fe ly  g iv e it a ll o u r 

lo v e  w ith o u t  d erog a tin g  fro m  th e  lo v e  w e  o w e G o d . N ev erthe le ss , it rem ain s a  tru ly  h u m an  h eart w ith  a ll 

th e  sen tim en ts , em o tio n s, ten d en c ies , o f  w h ich  a  sp o tless an d  n o b le  h eart is cap ab le . In  it th e  in fin ite  m aj  - 

cs ty  o f  G o d  n eed  n o t frig h ten  u s , fo r  th is  m ajesty ' d w ells  th e re  in  g o o d n ess  an d  k in d n ess (c f. T it. 3 :4 ). T h e  

a ttractiv en ess  an d  lo v in g  k in d n ess o f o u r S av io r m an ifes t th em se lv es p recisely in  th is th a t H e n o t o n ly  

p erfo rm ed h u m an  ac ts, b u t a lw ay s m an ifes ted su ch a tru ly h u m an  h eart; in  H im  w e d o n o t fin d th e  

te rrify in g  G o d  o f  in fin ite  m ajes ty , b u t th e  G o d -m an , w h o se  d e lig h t it is  to  b e  w ith  th e  ch ild ren  o f  m en  an d  

to  b esto w  b en efits  u p o n  th em .

2 . J e su s  p o s s e ss e s  a  s y m p a th e t ic , h u m a n  h e a r t . It w as n o t rea lly n ecessa ry th a t G o d sh o u ld  

b eco m e m an  to  red eem  th e h u m an  race  b y m eans o f  p erfect sa tisfactio n  fo r s in . B y  assu m in g  th e an g e lic  

n a tu re th e S eco n d  P erson  o f  th e  B lessed  T rin ity co u ld , b y  o n e ac t o f  o b ed ien ce , h av e ren d ered  co m ple te  

sa tis fac tio n  to  H is h eav en ly  F a th e r  fo r  th e  d iso b ed ien ce  o f  m an . B u t th e S o n  o f  G o d  p re ferred  to  b eco m e 

m an . b ecau se  th a t w as  th e  eas ie st an d  m o st n a tu ral w ay  to  w in  th e  lo v e  o f  m en .

H e  d id  n o t assu m e  an  an g e lic  n a tu re , say s S t. P au l, b u t a  h u m an  n a tu re , in  o rd e r  th a t H e  m ig h t b e  

lik e  u n to  u s  in  a ll th in g s , th a t H e  m ig h t b e  a  m erc ifu l an d  fa ith fu l h ig h  p rie s t. T h e  A p o stle  d ep ic ts o u r  L o rd  

as  ju b ilan t b ecau se  o f  tire  n u m ero u s  m em bers  o f  th e  fam ily  o f  m en  w h ich  th e  F a th e r  h as  g iv en  H im . “ I  w ill 

d ec la re T h y  n am e to  M y  b re th ren ; in  th e m id st o f  th e ch u rch  w ill I p ra ise T h ee . . . . B eh o ld  I an d  M y  

ch ild ren , w h o m  G o d  h a th  g iv en  M e ” (H eb . 2 :1 2 , 1 3 ). W e a re a ll th e ch ild ren  o f  o u r S av io r, b ecau se th e  

su p ern a tu ra l life  is co m m u n ica ted  to  u s  th ro u g h  H is sacred  h u m an ity ; w e  a re  H is  b ro th e rs, b ecau se  H e  h as  



assu m ed  fle sh  an d  b lo o d  fro m  o u r  race an d  h as im p lan ted  in  u s o n ce ag ain  th e  g race  th ro u g h  w h ich  w e  

b eco m e ad o p ted  ch ild ren  o f  G o d  ju s t as  H e is th e  n a tu ra l S o n  o f  G o d . L o v e  fo r u s as H is  b lo o d  re la tiv es , 

lo v e  fo r  u s  as  H is  sp iritu a l ch ild ren  flam es  in  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s .

H e  m ig h t m iracu lo u sly  h av e  ap p ea red  in  o u r  m id st as  a  g ro w n  m an , tire  fo u n d er  o f  th e  n ew  race  o f  

G o d , lik e A d am , th e p aren t o f o u r race . B u t H e p re ferred  to b e b o m  o f a h u m an  m o ther, "m ad e o f a  

w o m an ” (G a l. 4 :4 ). G o d  b ecam e a  b ab e  in  th e  c rib  fo r  lo v e  o f  u s . P ro m p ted  b y  H is g rea t lo v e , H e  a t o n ce  

sen t H is  an g e ls to  su m m o n  m en  th a t th ey  m ig h t see u n d er  w h at a  lo v in g  g u ise  th e ir S av io r h ad  co m e in to  

th e ir m id st. “Y o u  sh a ll fin d  an  in fan t w rap p ed  in  sw ad d lin g  c lo th es, an d  la id  in  a  m an g er.” L ittle  w o n d er 

th a t th e ir h earts  w ere  filled  w ith  jo y . “A n d  th e sh ep h erd s re tu rn ed , g lo rify in g  an d  p ra isin g  G o d  fo r a ll th e  

th ing s  th ey  h ad  h eard  an d  seen ” (L k . 2 :1 2 , 2 0 ).

T h e In fan t in  th e m an g er w as n o t b ereft o f th e u se o f reaso n  an d in cap ab le o f lo v e as o th e r  

ch ild ren  a re . T h e  e te rn a l w isd o m  o f  G o d  th a t d w elt w ith in  H im  illu m in ed  H is in te llec t w ith  th e  ray s o f  its  

b rig h tn ess  an d  en k in d led  H is h eart w ith  lov e . T h e  In fan t in  th e  m an g er  saw  a ll m en  an d  lo v ed  a ll m en  n o t  

o n ly  co llec tiv ely  b u t in d iv id u a lly . W h at w as H is firs t p ray e r a t th e  in cep tion  o f  H is life? A n  o ffe rin g o f  

H im self  to  H is  h eav en ly  F a th er  fo r  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  m en . " . . . in  co m in g  in to  th e  w o rld , H e  say s: S acrifice  

an d o b la tio n T h o u w o u ld st n o t: b u t a b o d y T h o u h ast fitted to M e” w h ich  I sh a ll o ffer to T h ee in  

sa tisfactio n  fo r  th e  s in s o f  M y  b re th ren . "B eh o ld  I co m e: in  th e  h ead  o f  th e  b o o k  it is  w ritten  o f  M e  to  d o  

T h y  w  ill, O  G o d "  (H eb . 1 0 :5 , 7 ). T h en  b eg an  th a t  h ard , ro u g h , sac rific ia l w ay  th a t s tre tch ed  fro m  th e  c rib  to  

th e  c ro ss, an  u n in terru p ted  serie s  o f  ac ts  o f  se lf-sac rific in g  lo v e  fo r  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  H is  b re th ren .

F o r  m o re  th an  ten  y ears  th e S av io r lab o red  in  o b scu rity as an  o rd in ary  ca rp en ter in  th e  ca rp en te r  

sh o p  a t N azare th , an d  th u s san c tified  th e  b u rd en  o f  lab o r  th a t re sts  u p o n  m ank in d . H e  th u s  en co u rag ed  H is  

h ard -w o rk in g  b re th ren  o f  a ll tim es n o t to  co n sid er  u n b earab le  a  b u rd en  th a t  H e  b o re  fo r  lo v e  o f  th em , n o r  as  

d ero g a to ry ', w h at th e  K in g  o f  G lo ry d id  n o t co n sid e r b en ea th  H is d ig n ity . T h is m o n o ton o u s su ccess io n  o f  

y ears, u n til Jesu s reach ed  th e  ag e  o f  th irty , w as  n o t tim e  lo st to  th e  ac tu a l w o rk  o f  sav in g  so u ls; fo r  w h ile  

Jesu s w  o rk ed  w ith  H is h an d s an d  ea rn ed  H is  b read  in  th e sw ea t o f  H is  b ro w . H is h eart, ev er  b u sied  w ith  

o u r n eed s, w as o fferin g  H is lab o rs to  H is h eav en ly F a th e r th a t, in  v iew  o f  th em , G o d  m ig h t g racio u sly  

accep t th e  h eav y  y o k e  o f  lab o r  w h ich  re sts  u p o n  so  m an y  m illio n s o f  m en . an d  rew ard  a  th o u san d fo ld  each  

e ffo rt, each  d ro p  o f  sw  ea t. S in ce  th e  lab o re r h as G o d  as h is  co m p eer, s in ce  th e  h eart o f  a G o d  k n o w s  fro m  

ex p erien ce w h at it m ean s  to  w o rk , an d  is  filled  w ith  sy m p a th y fo r th e  lo t o f  H is  to ilin g  fe llo w  m an , ev ery  

lab o rer  m ay  b e  p ro u d  o f  h is  w o rk  an d  m ay u n ite  h is  lab o rs  to  th o se  o f  h is  d iv in e  B ro th er, an d  so  o ffer  th em  

to  th e  h eav en ly  F a th e r an d  accep t fro m  H im  co m p en sa tio n  fo r  th e  p o ssib le  in su ffic ien cy o f  Iris w ag es  h ere  

b e lo w '.

W h en  C h ris t b eg an  H is p u b lic life , H e fo u n d  H im self in  th e m id st o f a su b ju g a ted  an d  d eep ly  

h u m ilia ted  race . T h e E v ang e list en u m era tes  th e  ru le rs w h o  ex erc ised  au th o rity  o v er P a les tin e in  th e  n am e  

o f  th e R o m an  E m p ire (c f. L k . 3 :1 ). In  h e lp le ss fu iy  th e Jew s cu rsed  th e  lo ss o f  th e ir p o litica l au to n o m y . 

T h ey  ex p ec ted  a  M essias  w  h o , as  a  m ig h ty  p rince  an d  sav io r, w o u ld  free  th em  fro m  th e  R o m an  y o k e . W h en  

Jesu s d ec la red th a t H e w as th e M essias sen t o f G o d . th ey w ere scan d alized an d sa id : “W h at, h e th e  

M essias?  W h y , th a t is  th e  w ell-k n ow n  ca rp en te r  o f  N azare th . H is  m o th er  an d  re la tiv es  a re  h ere  w ith  u s” (c f. 

M k . 6 :3 ). T h is b lin d ness  w  as  th e sad d est s in  o f  th a t ag e  an d  race . T h e  p eo p le  h ad  b een  led  as tray  b y  th e ir 

ap p o in ted  lead e rs so  th a t th ey  p laced  a ll th e ir  h o p e in  a  g lo rio u s tem p o ra l fu tu re an d  h en ce  d esp ised  th e  

p o o r, h u m ble S av io r w h o  w ish ed  to  re s to re to  th em  th e  k in g d om  o f  h eav en . D id  Jesu s b eco m e an g iy  a t 

th e ir lack  o f  u n d erstan d in g ?  N o , th is g reat m isery ’ o f  H is  p eo p le  e lic ited  th e m o re th e co m p assio n  o f  H is  

d iv in e h eart. "B u t seein g th e c ro w d s. H e w as m o v ed w ith co m p assio n  fo r th em , b ecau se th ey w ere  



b ew ild e red  an d  d e jec ted , lik e  sh eep  w ith o u t  a  sh ep h erd "  (M t. 9 :3 6 ). H e  h ad  tire  h eart o f  a  sh ep herd  w h o  h as  

n o  o th e r d esire th an  to  h e lp  a d ese rted  flock . N o r w as th is lo n g in g  lim ited  to  th e Jew s o f  P a les tin e , b u t 

em b raced  a ll th o se w h o in  fu tu re cen tu rie s sh o u ld n eed  H is h e lp . “ I am  th e g o o d  sh ep h erd . T h e g o o d  

sh ep herd  lay s d o w n  liis life  fo r h is sh eep . . . . A n d  o th e r sh eep  I h av e  th a t a re  n o t o f  th is  fo ld . T h em  a lso  

m u st I b rin g , an d  th ey sh a ll h ear M y  v o ice , an d  th e re  sh a ll b e  o n e  fo ld  an d  o n e sh ep h erd , an d  fo r a ll o f  

th em  I lay  d o w n  M y  life” (Jn . 1 0 :1 1 . 1 6 , 1 7 ).

H e  so u g h t to  w in  th e  co n fid en ce  o f  th e  p eo p le  th ro u g h  th e  fav o rs  H e  b esto w ed  o n  th em . H e  cu red  

th e ir s ick , H e  fed  th em  w h en  th ey  w ere  h un gry , H e  d id  n o t b eco m e  im p a tien t w h en  th ey  b esieg ed  H im  so  

p ers is ten tly th a t H e an d  H is d isc ip le s o ften  co u ld  n o t so m u ch as ea t b read (c f. M k . 3 :2 0 ). O n ce H e  

w ith d rew  to a lo n e ly sp o t in  o rd e r to re s t w ith  H is d isc ip les . B u t th e p eo p le n o ticed  H is d ep artu re  an d  

p reced ed  H im  so  th a t in  p lace  o f  th e  re s t H e  so u g h t, H e  fo u n d  n ew  lab o rs , w h ich  w ere  co n clu d ed  w ith  th e  

m iracle  o f  th e  m u ltip lica tio n  o f  th e  lo av es  an d  fish es (c f. M k . 6 :3 1  -4 4 ). O n  an o th e r  o ccas io n , a t  th e  c lo se  o f  

an  a rd u o u s d ay . m o th ers b ro u g h t th e ir little o n es to th e w eary C h ris t th a t H e m ig h t b less th em . T h e  

in d ig nan t ap o stle s w o u ld  h av e  sen t th ese  in co n sid e ra te  w o m en  aw ay  h ad  n o t Jesu s reb uk ed  th em  an d  sa id : 

"L et little ch ild ren  co m e to M e. an d  d o n o t h in d er th em , fo r o f su ch  is th e k in g d om  o f G o d ” ; an d  H e  

p ressed  th em  to  H is h eart an d  b lessed  th em  (M k . 1 0 :1 3 . 1 4 ). Is n o t th is lo v e  o f  little ch ild ren  a to u ch in g  

p ro o f  o f  th e  a ffab ility  o f  H is  d iv in e  h eart?  H as  H e  n o t g iv en  ex p ressio n  to  H is  lo v e  fo r  m en  w h en  H e  sa id : 

“H o w  o ften  w o u ld  I h av e  g a th e red  th y  ch ild ren  to g e th e r, as  th e  h en  g a th e rs h er  y o u n g  u n d er  h er  w in g s, b u t  

th o u  w o u ld st n o t” (M t. 2 3 :3 7 ). B ecau se  o f  th e  h ard n ess o f  h eart o f  th e  Jew s, Jesu s sh ed  tea rs o f  sy m p a th y  

in  th e  so rro w  o f  H is h eart. "If  th o u  h ad st k n o w n , in  th is  th y  d ay . th e  th ing s  th a t a re  fo r  th y  p eace; b u t n o w  

th ey  a re h id den  fro m  th y  ey es (L k . 1 9 :4 2). F in a lly , w h en  in  th e ir b lin d  rag e th ey  h ad  cm cified  H im , H e  

o n ly  p ray ed  fo r  th em  in  th e ir in iq u ity : “F a th er, fo rg iv e  th em , fo r  th ey  k n o w  n o t w h at th ey  d o ” (L k . 2 3 :3 4 ). 

H as  o u r  S av io r  p ro v ed  su ffic ien tly  th a t  H e  p o ssesses a  sy m p a th e tic , h u m an  h eart?

3 . S h o u ld  w e  n o t  r e w a rd  th e  lo v e  o f  o u r  S a v io r  w ith  a  r e tu rn  o f  s y m p a th e t ic , h u m a n  lo v e ?  L o v e  

an d  k in d n ess , esp ec ia lly  w h en  th ey  co m e fro m  a  su p erio r, u su a lly  e lic it fro m  a  n o b le h eart sen tim en ts o f  

g ra titu d e an d  lo v e . A ctiv e sy m p ath y  w ith  o u r m iserie s u su a lly d raw s fro m  u s th e re so lv e : I w ill n ev er 

fo rg e t tills. W ill o n ly  th e  g rea tes t  lo v e  th a t ev er  b u rn ed  in  a  h u m an  h eart g o  u n req u ited ?  W ill o n ly  th e  m o st 

se lf-sac rific in g  sy m p a th y w ith o u r w o e b e re leg a ted  to fo rg e tfu ln ess? W ill o n ly o u r b est F rien d m eet 

ev ery w h ere ice -in c ru s ted  h earts? S h a ll w e  co m p e l o n ly  o u r S av io r to m ak e th e  b itte r co m p la in t: “W h at is  

th e re  th a t I o u g h t to  h av e  d o n e , th a t I h av e  n o t d o n e? ” (C f. Isa . 5 :4 ). "T h ey  h av e  fo rsak en  M e, th e  fo u n ta in  

o f  liv in g  w ater, an d  h av e  d ig g ed  to  th em se lv es c iste rn s, b ro k en  c iste rn s , th a t can  h o ld  n o  w ater” (Je r. 2 :1 3 ). 

th e ir  h eart h as  b eco m e  as  a  s to n e  (c f. E zek . 1 1 :1 9 ), th e  life -g iv in g  w arm th  o f  lo v e  h as  g ro w n  co ld  in  th em .

D o es n o t o u r  S av io r s ig h  w ith  g rea t lo n g in g  fo r  o u r  lo v e?  “H e  w h o  lo v es m e  w ill b e  lo v ed  o f  M y  

F a th er: an d  I w ill lo v e  h im  an d  m an ifes t M y self  to  h im ” (Jn . 1 4 :2 1 ). O u r S av io r ex p la in ed  to  S t. M arg are t  

M ary A laco q u e th a t n o th in g  p a in ed H im  so m u ch as th e in g ratitu d e o f m en . “T h is cau ses M e m o re  

su ffe rin g  th an  I en d u red  in  th e  co u rse  o f  M y  p ass io n . If  m en  w o u ld  b u t g iv e  M e  so m e  little  re tu rn  o f  lo v e , I 

w o u ld  co n sid e r a ll th a t  I  h av e  d o n e  fo r  th em  as  n o u g h t an d  w o u ld , if  it w ere  p o ss ib le , d o  y e t m o re . B u t  th ey  

rew ard  a ll M y  e ffo rts  to  h e lp  th em  w ith  co ld n ess an d  in d iffe ren ce .”

“ I am  co m e  to  cas t fire o n  th e ea rth , an d  w h at w ill I b u t th a t it b e  en k in d led ? ” (L k . 1 2 :4 9 ), a re  

w o rd s Jesu s ad d ressed  to  H is ap o stle s . H e sp o k e  o f  th e  fire  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d , a  h o ly  fire , w h ich  is to  b e  

en k in d led  in  a ll h earts  an d  is  to  p u rify  th em  fro m  th e  s lag  o f  s in  an d  im p erfectio n  so  th a t  o n ly  th e  p u re  g o ld  

o f a  tru e , n o b le , w o rth y lo v e rem ain s . F o r th o se , h o w ev er, w h o re sis t th e san c tify in g in flu en ce o f th is  

d iv in e  lo v e , it  b eco m es  a  fire  o f  ju d g m en t. T h e  u n g ra te fu l w ill so m e  d ay  k n o w  th a t  n o  fire  b u m s  so  te rrib ly  



as  th e  fire o f  th e  re jec ted  lo v e  o f  G o d . A ll to o  la te  w ill th ese co ld h ea rted  u n fo rtun a tes  c ry  o u t: “W h ich  o f  

y o u  can  d w ell w ith  d ev o u rin g  fire?  w h ich  o f  y o u  sh a ll d w ell w ith  ev erlas tin g  b u rn in g s? ” (Isa . 3 3 :1 4 .)

D ear  Jesu s , T h o u  d o st s till in v ite  u s  to  w arm  an d  p u rify  o u r  h earts in  th e  life -g iv in g  fu rn ace  o f  T h y  

d iv in e  h eart. T o d ay , w h en  w e  h ear T h y  v o ice , w e  w ill n o t h ard en  o u r  h earts , b u t s triv e  w ith  a ll o u r  m ig h t 

th a t th e d earest w ish  o f  T h y  h eart b e g ran ted  an d  th a t T h o u  b eco m e  b e tter  k n o w n  an d  lo v ed  b y  m en . O  

Jesu s , g ran t  u s  T h y  lo v e  an d  T h y  g race. W ith  th ese  w e  w ill b e  rich  en o u gh  an d  w ill h av e  n o  m o re  to  d esire .

C H A P T E R  IV

A  G en ero u s  F rien d

“I  c a m e  th a t  th e y  m a y  h a v e  l i fe , a n d

m a y  h a v e  i t  m o r e  a b u n d a n tly ”  ( J n . 1 0 :1 0 ) .

1 . T h e  p e r fe c tio n  o f  fr ie n d s h ip  e m b ra c e s  m a n y  d e g r e e s . It is ch aracte ristic  o f  a ll frien dsh ip  th a t it 

is ro o ted  in  th e lo v e o f  b en ev o len ce  an d  th a t se rv ice fo r a  rew ard  h as n o  p art in  it. O n e w h o  w o rk s fo r  

an o th er fo r a  w ag e can n o t o n  th is g ro u n d  b e ca lled  h is frien d n o  m atter to  w h at ex ten t h e p ro cu res th e  

ad v an tag e o f  h is em p loy er. T o w o rk  fo r w ages is ce rta in ly n o t w ro n g . In v io lab le fid e lity in  se rv in g  an  

em p loy er, eag ern ess to  sa tis fy  o n e ’s o b lig a tio n s to  h im  as p erfec tly  as  p o ss ib le , a re  ex ce llen t q u a litie s an d  

ev en  v irtu es in  an y se rv an t o r em p lo y ee. In d eed , it m ay , an d n o t in freq u en tly d o es , h ap p en  th a t su ch  

co m p le te d ed ica tio n  to  th e in te res ts o f  th e em p lo y er tran scen d s th e  b o u n d s o f  p a id  se rv ice an d  d ev e lo p s  

g rad u ally  in to  tru e  frien d sh ip .

O u r re la tion sh ip  to  o u r d iv in e S av io r is o f  a  s im ila r n a tu re . H e  is o u r G o d , an d  ev en  in  th e  m o st 

ab ject h u m ilia tio n  to  w h ich  H e  h as su b jec ted  H im self in  H is h u m an  n a tu re  fo r lo v e  o f  u s , th e m ajes ty  o f  

H is d iv in ity  rem ain s u n ta rn ish ed . A ll an g els an d  a ll m en  m u st se rv e H im , fo r th e co m m an d : “T h o u  sh a ll 

se rv e th e L o rd th y G o d ” is a fu n dam en ta l law  o f n a tu re fro m  w h ich  G o d H im self can n o t d isp en se a  

c rea tu re . C o n seq u en tly , in  o u r re la tio n sh ip  to  G o d , w e  m u st seek  th e  an sw er  to  th e  q u estio n : “W h o  ... is  

th e  fa ith fu l an d  p ru d en t serv an t?” (M t. 2 4 :4 5 .) T h e  sen ten ce o n  th e  D ay  o f  Ju d gm en t w ill b e : “W ell d o n e , 

g o o d  an d  fa ith fu l se rv an t; b ecau se  th o u  h ast  b een  fa ith fu l o v er  a  few  th in g s, I w ill se t th ee  o v er  m an y : en ter  

th o u  in to  th e  jo y  o f  th y  M aste r” (M t. 2 5 :2 1 ).

B u t th is serv ice , to o , can  transcen d  th e  b o u n d s  o f  lab o r fo r a  rew ard ; in  fact, b ecau se  o f  its  v ery  

n a tu re , it m u st d ev e lo p  in to  a  tru e  frien d sh ip . O u r  S av io r, in d eed , tau g h t u s  to  ex p ect  a  rew ard  fo r  o u r  g o o d  

d eed s; fo r th e S o n  o f  m an  w ill co m e  to  ju d g e a ll, “an d  th en  H e  w ill ren d er to  ev ery  o n e  acco rd ing  to  Iris  

co n du c t” (M t. 1 6 :2 7 ); "rejo ice  an d  ex u lt, b ecau se  y o u r  rew ard  is  g reat in  h eav en ” (M t. 5 :1 2 ). A n d  th is  g reat  

rew ard ?  W h at can  it b e  if  it b e  n o t G o d  H im se lf?  T o  p o ssess G o d  in  p erfec t k n o w led g e , lo v e , an d  jo y  w ill 

b e  o u r rew ard . T h e  p erfec tio n  o f  o u r  p o ssessio n  o f  G o d  in  h eav en  w ill b e  p erfectly  p ro p o rtio n ed  to  th e  p er­

fec tio n  o f  o u r  se rv ice  o f  H im  w h ile  o n  ea rth . Ju s t as s ta r  d iffe rs  fro m  s ta r  in  g lo ry , so , to o , w ill th e  lo v e  o f  



G o d , th e  jo y  in  th e  p o ssess io n  o f  G o d  d iffe r in  each  o f  th e  b lessed . N ev erthe le ss , each  o n e  w ill b e  p erfec tly  

h ap p y , b ecau se  each  o n e  p o ssesses G o d  to  th e  fu ll m easu re  o f  Iris cap acity  o b ta in ed  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  g race  

w h ile  o n  earth .

H en ce  o u r  re la tio n  to  G o d  as H is se rv an ts is . in  th e  o rd e r  o f  d iv in e  p ro v id en ce , th e  b eg in n in g  o f  

p erfec t frien d sh ip . W e  se rve  G o d  to  w o rk  o u t o u r sa lv a tio n , th a t is . to  b e  ab le  o n e  d ay  so  to  k n o w  an d  lo v e  

G o d  th a t  th ro u g h  th is  k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e  a ll th e  y earn in g  o f  o u r  h eart fo r  h ap p in ess m ay  b e  sa tis fied . G o d  

H im self an d H is g lo rifica tio n th ro u g h o u r k n o w led g e an d lo v e o f H im  is th e en d o f o u r se rv ice . 

C o n seq u en tly , th e re  is n o  o p p o sitio n  b e tw een  o u r  se rv ice o f  G o d  w ith  its re su ltan t  rew ard , an d  frien d sh ip  

w ith  G o d . G o d  h as  ex p lic itly  p ro m ised  th a t H e  w o u ld  lo v e  H is fa ith fu l se rv an ts ev en  in  th is life  an d  co m e  

to  th em  an d  m ak e  H is  ab o d e  w ith  th em  (c f. Jn . 1 4 :2 3). W h at is  th is  if  it b e  n o t  frien dsh ip  w ith  u s?

T h e  g rea te r  th e  p ro g ress  a  so u l m ak es  in  h o liness , th e  m o re  fo re ig n  to  it  b eco m es  a ll th o u g h t  o f  its  

o w n  ad v an tag e , an d  th e m o re G o d  o ccu p ies  th e cen te r o f  its th o u g h ts an d  d esires . G reat, b u rn in g  lo v e is  

su ffic ien t  rew ard  u n to  itse lf . It k n o w s  n o  o th e r  rew ard . T h ere h av e  b een  sa in ts  w h o  lo v ed  G o d  so  in ten se ly  

th a t th ey  fo rg o t th em se lv es  en tire ly  an d  liv ed  o n ly  in  an d  fo r G o d . “H ap p y  is  th e  m an ,” say s S t. B ernard , 

“w h o  h as ad v an ced  so  fa r  th a t h e  can  lo v e  h im self  o n ly  fo r G o d ’s sak e ; w h o , in tox ica ted  w ith  d iv in e  lo v e , 

fo rg e ts h im se lf  to  h asten  to  G o d , to  u n ite  h im self  to  H im , to  b eco m e  o n e  sp irit w ith  H im . S u ch  h e ig h ts o f  

san c tity  a re reach ed  b y  b u t few  h ere  b e lo w . H en ce , th e S a in t co n tin u es : “ I ca ll th a t m an  b lessed  to  w h o m  

su ch  an  ex p erien ce  is  acco rd ed  o n ly  o ccas io na lly  o r  ev en  b u t o n ce  in  a  life tim e  fo r  b u t  o n e  flee tin g  m o m en t  

o f tim e .” l B u t ev en if an in d iv id u a l co u ld  p ass h is w h o le life in su ch an ecsta sy o f lo v e, it w o u ld , 

n ev erth e le ss , b e  tru e  th a t th e  w h o le  ad v an tag e  o f  th is  p u res t lo v e  o f  G o d  acc ru es  to  h im , th a t h e  p ro fits  b y  it 

fo r  a ll e tern ity , an d  th a t, in  th is  in s tan ce  a lso , h is  b lessed n ess fo r  a ll e te rn ity  is  a  rew ard  ex ceed in g  g rea t.

T h ere  is  b u t o n e  M an  w h o  lo v ed  an d  lo v es w ith o u t co m p en sa tio n , w h o  w ith  a ll H is lo v e  w ish es  

o n ly to secure th e w ell-b e in g an d h ap p in ess o f H is frien d s , an d w h o , th e re fo re , p o ssesses a p u re ly  

u n se lfish , g en ero u s  lo v e  o f  b en evo len ce . T h is  m an  is  o u r  L o rd  Jesu s C h rist.

2 . T h e  lo v e  o f  o u r  S a v io r  to w a r d  u s  is  a c tu a lly  a  p u r e ly  u n s e l f ish , g e n e r o u s  lo v e . N o  m an  h as  ev er 

ac tu a lized  so  fu lly  th e S crip tu ra l d ic tu m : “C h arity  ... is n o t se lf-seek in g ” (1 C o r. 1 3 :5 ). C h ris t, say s th e  

A p o stle , d id  n o t p lease H im se lf, b u t fo r lo v e  o f  u s  u n d erw en t th e  g rea tes t rep ro ach es (c f. R o m . 1 5 :3 ). H e  

cam e  to  seek  an d  to  sav e  th a t w h ich  w as lo s t (c f. L k . 1 9 :1 0 ) an d  to  lay  d o w n  H is life  fo r  H is o w n  (c f. Jn . 

1 0 :1 5 ). H e  sacrificed  ev ery th in g  fo r  o u r  sak es.

W h at ad v an tag e co u ld  accru e to C h ris t b ecau se o f H is b o u n d less lo v e? C o u ld w e g iv e H im  

an y th in g  th a t H e  d id  n o t h av e ; o r  w as  it n o t ra th e r  th e  ab y ss o f  o u r  m isery  an d  w re tch ed n ess  w h ich  d rew  

H im  in to  o u r m id st?  F ro m  th e  h eart o f  th e  m ercy  o f  G o d  o u r S av io r  v is ited  u s , a  v eritab le  su n , w h ich  ro se  

in  th e  sp iritu a l firm am en t to  en lig h ten  th em  th a t s it in  d arkn ess an d  in  th e  sh ad o w  o f  d eath  (c f. L k . 1 :7 8 . 

7 9 ). C erta in ly  th e lig h t co u ld  n o t ex p ec t to  rece iv e an  in c rease  o f  b rig h tn ess  fro m  d ark n ess , it co u ld  o n ly  

co m m u n ica te its  b rig h tn ess . O u r S av io r ’s lo t w as h u m ilia tio n , h ard sh ip , su fferin g , an d  d eath  o n  tire c ro ss; 

a ll th e  ad v an tag e  w as  o u rs .

O r  d id  C h ris t rece iv e a  rew ard  fo r  H is  n o b le , se lf-sac rific in g  lo v e  w h ich  w as  n o t a lread y  H is  d u e?  

W h at is it th a t p u ts C h ris t o n  a  p in n ac le , so  th a t H e  is  w ith ou t  co m p ariso n  th e  m o st ex ce llen t o f  m en ?  W e  

sp eak  h ere n o t o f  H is d iv in ity  b u t o n ly o f H is h u m an ity . T h e m o st essen tia l o f a ll th e p re ro g a tiv es o f  

C h ris t’s h u m an ity  an d  th e fo u n d a tio n o f a ll th e o th e rs is H is in tim a te u n io n  w ith  th e d iv in ity . D id  th e  

h u m an ity o f  C h rist rece iv e  th is  d iv in e  p re ro g a tiv e  as  a  rew ard  fo r  its  m erits?  C erta in ly  n o t. A t  th e  v ery  firs t  

m o m en t o f  its  ex is ten ce , th e  h u m an ity  o f  C h ris t w as  u n ited  to  th e  d iv in ity . T h is  u n io n , th e re fo re , w as  n o t to  

b e , n o r co u ld it b e , m erited . M erit p resu p p o ses ex is ten ce ; th e h u m an ity o f C h ris t, h o w ev er, n ev er h ad  



ex isted  in d ep en d en tly  o f  th e  S eco n d  P erso n  o f  th e  T rin ity , b u t o n ly  in  th is  d iv in e  P erson . H en ce  it co u ld  n o t 

firs t m erit  an d  th en  b e  u n ited  to  th is  P erso n . T h is  u n io n  w ith  a  d iv in e  p erso n  w as  an  u n m erited  g ift o f  g race  

fo r  th e  h u m an ity  o f  C h ris t.

In  tliis  p erso n al u n io n  w ith  th e  d iv in ity , th e  rig h t to  a ll th e  o th e r d iv ine  p re ro g a tiv es  is co n ta in ed . 

H en ce , ev en  as  a  b ab e  in  th e  c rib  a t B eth leh em , Jesu s en joy ed  th e  b ea tific  v is io n  in  su ch  fu llness  as  is  n ev er 

acco rd ed  to a m ere c rea tu re . C o u ld  G o d  h av e d en ied  to th e h u m an ity o f C h ris t, ev en  tem p o ra rily , th a t 

v is io n  w h ich  a t  th e  sam e  tim e  H e  acco rd ed  th e  an g e ls, su b jec ts  o f  th e  h eav en ly  K in g  fa r  b e lo w  H im ?  F o r  in  

C h ris t w e d o  n o t fin d  tw o S o n s o f  G o d , o n e  b y  n a tu re , w h o m  th e  F a th e r g en erated  fro m  a ll e te rn ity , an d  

o n e  b y  ad o p tio n ; n o . C h ris t acco rd in g  to  H is h u m an  an d  d iv in e n a tu re is th e o n ly S o n  o f  G o d , th e o n ly -  

b eg o tten  S o n  o f th e F a th e r. H en ce , ev en acco rd in g  to H is h u m an ity , th e in h e ritan ce o f h eav en  an d  o f  

e tern al  fe lic ity  is  H is  b y  b irth rig h t; H e  n eed  n o t firs t m erit  th is  rew ard .

N ev erth e le ss it is tru e th a t th e  b ea tific  v is io n  w as en jo y ed  b y  C h ris t o n ly  in  th e su p erio r  p art o f  

H is  so u l d u rin g  H is  life  o n  ea rth ; H is  b o d y  an d  ev en  H is  so u l in so far  as  it w as  th e  p rin c ip le  o f  th e  life  o f  th e  

b o d y  h ad  as  y e t  n o  p art in  th is  b ea titu d e . T h a t C h rist ren o u n ced  fo r  o u r sak es  th ese  seco n d ary  e ffec ts  o f  th e  

b ea tific  v is ion  in  o rd e r  th a t H e  m ig h t su ffe r  an d  d ie  fo r  u s . is an  in co m p reh en sib le  m y ste ry  o f  H is  lo v e  fo r  

u s . T h e A p o stle m ak es u se o f  th is co n d u c t o f o u r S av io r to ex em p lify h o w  tru e lo v e seek s n o t its o w n  

ad v an tag e  b u t th a t o f  o th e rs . F o r th is is th e m in d  o f  C h rist w h o  h ad  n o  n eed  to  co n sid er it ro b b ery  to  b e  

eq u al w ith  G o d . b u t w h o  co u ld  h av e  m an ifested  ex te rna lly  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d  w h ich  d w elt w ith in  H im . B u t 

H e p re fe rred  to d ep riv e H im se lf o f th is g lo ry o n  H is ap p ea ran ce in  th e m id st o f m en  an d to h id e th e  

sp len d o r  o f  th e  d iv in e  m ajesty w h ich  d w elt w ith in  H im . H e  assu m ed  th e  fo rm  o f  a  se rv an t an d  in  ex te rn a ls  

w as fo u n d  cap ab le  o f  su ffe rin g  as  o th e r  m en  (c f. P liil. 2 :5  ff). In d eed , th e  least o f  m en , a  w o rm  an d  n o  m an  

w as  H e  fo u n d  a t th e  tim e  o f  H is  sac red  p ass io n .

W e m u st co n ced e , o f co u rse , th a t as a re su lt C h ris t co u ld , to a ce rta in ex ten t, m erit th e  

g lo rifica tio n o f  H is h u m an ity an d  th e h o n o r o f  H is n am e; m o re, it is ce rta in  th a t H e d id . “W e see Jesu s , 

c ro w n ed  w ith  g lo ry ' an d  h o n o r  b ecau se  o f  H is  h av in g  su ffered  d eath ” (H eb . 2 :9 ). B ecau se  H e  w as o b ed ien t  

ev en  u n to  th e d eath  o f  th e c ro ss "G o d  a lso  h as ex a lted  H im , an d  h as b esto w ed  u p o n  H im  a n am e  th a t is  

ab o v e  ev ery ' n am e; so  th a t a t th e  n am e  o f  Jesu s ev ery  k n ee  sh o u ld  b en d , o f  th o se in  h eav en , o n  ea rth  an d  

u n d er th e ea rth : an d  ev ery to n g u e sh o u ld co n fess th a t th e L o rd  Jesu s C h rist is in  th e g lo ry o f G o d  th e  

F a th e r”  (P liil. 2 :9 -1 1).

In rega rd to th is m erit, h o w ev er, tw o co n sid e ra tion s m u st n o t b e fo rgo tten . F irst, w e d id n o t 

rew ard  Q u ist fo r H is m erits . W e h av e n o t tran sfig u red  H is b o d y n o r g lo rified  H is n am e . C h ris t n ev er 

ex p ec ted  n o r  rece iv ed  an y  ad v an tag e  fro m  u s . In  o u r  reg ard  C h rist is  w h o lly  an  u n se lfish  frien d  w h o  w ish es  

to  g iv e  w ith o u t  an y  p ro sp ec t o f  ev er  rece iv in g .

S eco nd , th e  m erits o f  C h ris t a re  b y  n o  m eans  a  n ecessa ry ' co n d itio n  fo r  H is acq u irin g  th e  g ifts o f  

G o d  as is th e  case w ith  u s . H is m erits s im p ly  co n stitu te a  n ew  title , b u t b y  n o  m eans  th e  firs t o r  th e  m o st 

essen tia l  title . A ll th e  g lo ry ' th a t C h rist m erited  fo r  H is h u m an ity  b e lo n g ed  to  it ev en  w ith o u t m erit, b ecau se  

H e  is  b y  n a tu re  th e  S o n  o f  G o d . C h rist o n ce  p ray ed :

“A n d  n o w  d o  T h o u , F a th e r, g lo rify ' M e” (Jn . 1 7 :5 ); b u t H e  ad d ed  a t o n ce : “w ith  th e  g lo ry ' th a t I 

h ad  w ith  T h ee  b efo re  th e w o rld  ex is ted .” T h is g lo ry  th e S o n  p o ssessed  lo n g  b efo re  th e re w as q u estio n  o f  

an y  m erit; in  itse lf  it is  a lso  a  p re ro ga tiv e o f  H is  h u m an ity . B u t o f  th is  g lo ry ' H e  d ep riv ed  H im se lf  fo r  a  tim e  

in  o rd e r  th a t  H e  m ig h t  b e  ab le  to  su ffe r  an d  to  d ie  fo r  u s . A t th e  en d  o f  H is  m o rta l life  H e  ag a in  d em an d ed  it 

o f  H is  h eav en ly  F a th er, firs t, as  H is  ju s t in h eritan ce  an d , secon d ly , as  a  rew ard  fo r  H is  o b ed ien t  fu lfillm en t 

o f  th e  d iv in e  w ill. E v en  am o n g  m en  th e re  is  th e  p ro v erb : “E arn  th e  in h e ritan ce  o f  y o u r  fa th e r  to  p o ssess  it.”  



In  o th e r w o rds , m ak e y o u rse lf, th ro u g h  y o u r o w n  e ffo rts, w o rth y o f th e in h e ritan ce w h ich  is y o u rs b y  

d isp o sitio n  o f  fo rtu n e , so  th a t it m ay  b e  y o u rs  b y  a  tw o fo ld  title , th a t o f  in h e ritan ce an d  o f  d esert. T h is is  

p ro p o rtio n a te ly  tru e  o f  th e  g lo ry  o f  o u r  d iv in e  S av io r, y e t w ith  th is  d iffe ren ce : H u m an  in h e ritance  is  su b jec t 

to ch an ce; th e in h e ritan ce o f o u r S av io r is essen tia lly as n ecessa ry as G o d  H im se lf. C o n seq u en tly th e  

p ro p o sitio n  th a t th e lo v e  o f  o u r S av io r fo r  u s is a  lo v e  ab so lu te ly  n o b le  an d  u n se lfish , an d  th a t b v  a ll H is  

w o n d erfu l  d eed s  th is  lo v e  so u g h t n o t its  o w n  ad v an tag e  b u t o n ly  o u r  p ro fit is  ab so lu te ly  tn re .

3 . W h a t w ill b e  o u r  a tt i tu d e  to w a r d  th is  g e n e r o u s  lo v e  o f  J e su s ?  T ru e lo v e b y its v ery n a tu re  

d em an d s a  re tu rn  o f  lo v e ; g en ero s ity  en k in d les  g en ero sity . O n ly  th e  c rav en  h eart is  ab le  to  fo rg e t g reat an d  

n o b le  p ro o fs o f  g en ero us  lo v e , to  tak e  u p  an  a ttitu d e  o f  m iserly  c rav in g  fo r  p erso n al p ro fit, an d  a lw ay s to  

d em an d  first: w h at sh a ll I g a in  fo r m y  re tu rn  o f lo v e? O u r h earts in  th em se lv es  a re sm all an d  p u n y , o u r 

ab ility  to  lo v e  so  w eak  th a t w e  a re  n o t ab le , ev en  w ith  a ll o u r  en erg ies, to  re tu rn  th e  sm alles t  p ro o f  o f  lo v e  

o n  G o d ’s  p art. “G o d  is  g rea ter  th an  o u r  h eart.” say s S t. Jo h n  (1  Jn . 3 :2 0 ). W e  d o  n o t m erely  o w e  o u r S av io r  

th is  o r  th a t, w e  o w e  H im  e v e r y th in g ; an d  g rea ter th an  a ll th e  c reated  g ifts  th a t w e  h av e  rece iv ed  fro m  H im  

is  th e  d iv in e ly  h u m an  an d  h u m an ly  d iv in e  lo v e  o f  H is S acred  H eart. W e  a re  in d eb ted  to  H im  fo r  a ll th a t w e  

a re , b ecau se  H e  h as  c rea ted  u s; w e  a re  d o u b ly  in d eb ted  to  H im , b ecau se  H e  h as red eem ed  u s , an d  red eem ed  

u s so  w illin g ly  an d  su p erab u n d an tly ; w e a re in d eb ted  to  H im  in fin ite ly , so  fa r as th a t is p o ss ib le to  fin ite  

c rea tu res , b ecau se  H e  h as  g iv en  u s  th e  p rice less  lo v e  o f  H is S acred  H eart.

In  v iew  o f  a ll th is, d are  w e  s till ask : “W h at  w ill I g e t if  I re tu rn  su ch  lo v e  w ith  lo v e?” W ell, ev en  

th is  q u estio n  is  eas ily  an sw ered . E v en tu a lly  th e  w h o le  h u m an  race  w ill b e  d iv ided  in to  tw o  u n eq u a l g ro u p s  

b o th  o f  w h ich  m u st ap p ea r  b efo re  Jesu s  to  d o  H im  h o m ag e ; o n e  g ro u p . H is  b lessed  frien d s , w ill h o n o r  H im  

th ro u g h  b ea tific  lo v e , th e  o th e r, H is  h u m b led  en em ies, w ill h o n o r  H im  in  h e lp le ss  rag e . B u t b o th  m u st b o w  

th e ir k n ees  b efo re  H im , th o se  w h o  a re in  h eav en  an d  th o se w h o  a re u n d er th e ea rth  (c f. P h il. 2 :1 0 ). W e  

m u st, w h ile  h ere  o n  ea rth , d e term in e  to  w h ich  o f  th ese  tw o  g ro u p s  w e  w ish  to  b e lo n g . T h is  is  th e  an sw er  to  

th e  q u estio n : “W h at  w ill it p ro fit  u s . if  w e  lo v e  o u r  S av io r?” O f  th is , h o w ev er, w e  sh a ll sp eak  n o  m o re . W e  

sh a ll h en ce fo rth  co n sid e r th e q u estio n : "W h at o u g h t o u r  co n d u c t to  b e  in  reg ard  to  th e n o b le lo v e o f  th e  

h eart  o f  Jesu s, th a t lo v e  w h ich  is  so  u n se lfish , w h ich  seek s  in  a ll th in g s  n o t its  o w n  ad v an tag e  b u t ra th er  o u r 

g rea te r g o o d ? ”

A fte r Jesu s h ad  o n  o n e  o ccas io n  fed  m o re  th an  fiv e  th o u san d  p eo p le  in  th e  d ese rt, m an y  o f  th em  

re tu rn ed  to  H im  th e  n ex t d ay . W e sh o u ld  im ag in e  th a t th is re tu rn  w o u ld  h av e  g lad d en ed  H is lo v in g  h eart. 

B u t n o , H e  rep ro ach es  th em  sev ere ly . “Y o u  seek  M e, n o t  b ecau se  y o u  h av e  seen  m irac les an d  n o w  w ish  to  

b e liev e th a t I am  th e  M essias sen t b y  G o d , b u t b ecau se  y o u  a te  o f  th e  lo av es  an d  w ere  filled  (c f. Jn . 6 :2 6 ). 

Y o u  h o p e  to  rece iv e ag a in  p erish ab le  fo o d . T h is is  th e  su m  an d  su b stan ce  o f  y o u r lo v e  o f  M e.” A las , th is  

tr ibe  o f  seek e rs a fter th e  L o rd  h as n o t y e t p erish ed . T h ere a re s till h earts , c rav en  h earts , w h o  say : “ I w ill 

fo llo w  C h ris t as  lo n g  as  H e  p ro sp e rs  m e  in  tem p o ra l co n ce rn s , as lo n g  as H e  sa tis fie s m y  w an ts an d  m ak es  

m e rich , as lo n g  as H e g ran ts m e h ea lth  an d  w ard s o ff a ll so rro w  an d  a fflic tio n .” S h a ll w e ad d ress su ch  

sen tim en ts  to  th e  S av io r, w h o , d u rin g  H is  tem p o ra l life , sac rificed  fo r  lo v e  o f  u s  a ll th e  rich es  an d  p leasu res  

o f  ea rth , an d  ch o se in s tead  p o v erty , lab o r, h u m ilia tio n s , an d  p a in s; w h o  d ra in ed  th e  ch a lice  o f  su ffe rin g  to  

th e  la s t  b itte r  d reg s?

H o w  can w e ap p ro ach o u r d iv in e F rien d u n b lu sh in g ly w ith sen tim en ts o th e r th an th o se o f  

u n co n d itio n ed  d ev o tio n ?  M y  S av io r, w h at can  I  d o  to  p lease  T h ee?  T ell m e, an d  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  T h y  g race  

I  w ill fu lfill T h y  ev e iy  w ish  a t a ll co sts . F o r  lo v e  o f  T h ee . I sh a ll k eep  T h y  co m m an d m en ts , av o id  s in , lo v e  

a ll m en , ev en  m y  en em ies fo r  T h y  sak e , su ffe r  ad v ers itie s o f  w h atev er  k in d  w h ich  T h o u  in  T h y  p ro v id en ce  

m ay est sen d m e, an d can y m y c ro ss d a ily a fte r T h ee . T h e g rea te r th e n o b ility an d  g en ero s ity o f o u r 



d ea lin g s  w ith  o u r  S av io r, th e  g rea te r, to o , w ill  b e  th e  e ffec ts  o f  H is  n o b ility  o n  o u r  liv es . H e  w ill see  to  o u r 

g rea te r ad v an tag e  ev en  in  tem p o ra l a ffa irs. Y et w e  d o  n o t w ish  to  b e  H is frien d s o n  th is acco u n t; w e sh a ll 

s triv e ra th er to b eco m e s tran g ers to a ll lo v e o f se lf in  H is reg ard ; to g ro w  d a ily in  u n se lfish , p erfec t 

su rren d er to  H is lo v e , so th a t w e m ay o u tg ro w  a ll ea rth ly  w eakn esses  an d  a tta in so m e m easu re o f  th a t 

g en ero s ity  w ith  w h ich  th e  h eart  o f  o u r  S av io r  is  filled  to w ard  u s . T h en  o u r  life  w ill  b e  n o t o u r  o w n , b u t th e  

life  o f  C h ris t Jesu s  in  u s .

C H A P T E R  V

A  T ru e  F rien d

“ L e t  u s  n o t  lo v e  in  w o r d ;  n e ith e r  w ith  th e  

to n g u e , b u t  in  d e e d  a n d  in  tr u th  ”  ( J n . 3 :1 8 ) .

1 . I f  th e  a c id  te s t o f  fr ie n d s h ip  w e r e  i ts  v e r b a l a ff ir m a tio n , h o w  m a n y  fr ie n d s  w e  s h o u ld  h a v e !  

A ffirm a tio n s o f  w h o leh ea rted  d ev o tio n  a re  ex chan g ed  o n  a ll s id es , an d  ev ery o n e  tak es th em  fo r  w h at th ey  

a re , m ere p o lite  co n v en tio n a litie s . T h e n ecess itie s o f  d a ily  life freq u en tly  b rin g  ce rta in  m en  in to  a  c lo se r  

re la tio n sh ip ; th ey g e t to k n o w  each  o th e r b e tte r th an  th ey k n o w  m o st o th e r m en ; th ey ex ch an g e th e ir 

th o u g h ts , d iscu ss th e ir p lan s an d  p ro sp ects an d  th e  p leasan t o r u n p leasan t in c id en ts o f  th e ir d a ily  liv es ; 

o ccas io na lly  th ey  m ay  g iv e each  o th e r a  b it o f  g o o d  ad v ice an d  ev en  ren d er each  o th e r so m e se rv ice o f  

frien d sh ip ; in  sh o rt, th ey co n sid er  each  o th e r acqu a in tan ces , an d  m ay ev en  ca ll each  o th e r friend s . Y et. 

s tric tly sp eak in g , th ey a re n o t frien d s a t a ll. T h e ir re la tio n sh ip is m ere ly an  in tim acy  b ro u g h t ab o u t b y  

c ircu m stan ces  in  w h ich  d e lib era te  ch o ice  h ad  n o  p art, an  in tim acy  w h ich  m ay  cease  a t an y  m o m en t ev en  as  

it  b eg an .

W h en  m en  h av e  ex p erien ced  th e  h e lp  o f  o th e rs  in  im p o rtan t a ffa irs , h o w  o ften  th ey  ca ll th e  sen d ee  

ren d e red  th e  ac t o f  a  frien d , an d  sp eak  o f  e te rn a l, g rate fu l frien d sh ip . L et u s  assu m e  th a t th e ir  a ffirm a tio n s  

a re s in ce re  an d  th a t, in  th e  g iv en  in s tan ce , th e  se rv ices  ren d ered  a re  m u tu a l; le t u s  assu m e , m o reo v er, th a t 

su ch  recip roca l ass is tan ce d ev e lo p s in to  a  p erm an en t re la tion sh ip  o f  m u tu a l assis tan ce; th en , in  a  ce rta in  

re s tric ted  sen se , th e  o n e  is a  frien d  o f  th e  O th er; u tilita rian  co n sid e ra tio n s u n ite  th e  tw o ; th ey  a re  b u sin ess  

frien d s , b u t n o t s im p ly  friend s .

F rien d sh ip  is a co m m u nio n o f so u ls b ased  o n  m u tu a l esteem , an d  fin d s its ex p ress ion  in  th e  

co m m u n ica tio n  o f im m ate ria l treasu res . P artic ip a tio n  in  th e o u tw ard  c ircu m stan ces o f  life , th e d esire fo r  

o n e an o th er ’s co m p an io n sh ip , ass is tan ce in  tr ia ls an d  d ifficu ltie s, g ifts , ex p ressio n s o f  lo v e , a ll th ese a re  

n a tu ra l ex p ressio n s o f  tm e  frien d sh ip , b u t d o  n o t co n stitu te its essen ce . T h is co n sists ra th e r  in  th e in te rio r 

u n io n  o f o n e w ith  an o th e r, th e su rren d erin g  o f o n e ’s w h o le b e in g  to an o th e r. S tron g  em o tio n s a re n o t 

n ecessa ry , m u ch le ss p ass io n a te a ttach m en t, w h ich w o u ld ra th e r b e tray th a t o th e r fac to rs th an real 



frien d sh ip  a re  a t p lay . T ru e  frien d sh ip  is  n o t u n reaso n in g  sen tim en ta lity . It d em an d s ca lm  co n side ra tion  o f  

th e  reaso n s  w h ich  m ak e  o u r  frien d  w o rth y  o f  o u r  es teem  an d  d ev o tio n .

In fide lity  in  a  frien d  is so  b itter, p recisely  b ecau se  b y  it th e so u l is w o u n d ed  in  its in m o st b e in g  

an d , as  it w ere, to m  lim b  fro m  lim b . A n d  y e t h o w  freq u en t su ch  d isap p o in tm en ts  a re  in  h u m an  frien d sh ip . 

O n e  o f  th ree  reaso n s  acco u n ts  fo r su ch  d isap p o in tm en ts. It m ay  b e  th a t th e  fa ith le ss  frien d  h as a tta in ed  th e  

em in en ce o f  frien dsh ip  th ro u g h  cu n n in g  an d  c lev e r h y p o crisy , o r  th a t th e  frien d sh ip  w as co n clu d ed  lig h tly  

an d  w ith  b u t su p erfic ia l k n o w led g e , o r, fin a lly , th a t th e frien d  d eg en era ted  an d  n o lo n g er d ese rv es th e  

es teem  an d  lo v e  w h ich  w as  b esto w ed  o n  h im  in  h is  b e tte r d ay s . M u ch  ex p erience  an d  k n o w led g e  o f  m en , 

n o t a lw ay s a t o n e ’s co m m an d , is n ecessa ry  to  g u ard  o n eself  fro m  a  co n su m m ate h y p o crite . T o  b e  ab le to  

fo recast th e  fu tu re  fid e lity  o r  in fid e lity  o f  a  frien d  is s till m o re d ifficu lt. B u t a ll can  d o  o n e  th in g  to  sp a re  

th em se lv es  as m u ch  as p o ssib le  th e  b itte r  p an g  o f  in fid e lity  in  a  frien d . T h ey  can  p ro ceed  cau tio u sly  an d  

a llo w  su ffic ien t  tim e  fo r  th e  g ro w th  o f  frien d sh ip .

F rien d sh ip is n o t lik e a co m m erc ia l tran sac tio n w h ich , a fte r th e n ecessa ry ' co n sid e ra tio n an d  

ca lcu la tio n , m ay  b e  co n clu d ed  a t an y  tim e . It is  ra th e r lik e  a  p recio u s  flo w er  w h ich  g ro w s  in  th e  fru itfu l so il 

o f  m u tu a l reco g n itio n an d  es teem , an d  g radu a lly reach es u ltim a te m atu rity u n d er th e b rig h t su n sh in e o f  

recip roca l b en ev o len ce . B u t assu rance o f  its in d estru c tib le  v ita lity  w e  m ay  g a the r  o n ly  a fte r it h as  p ro v ed  

itse lf in  th e  fu lfillm en t o f  th e  p leasan t an d  u n p leasan t d u ties  o f  frien d sh ip , a fte r it h as rem ain ed  co n stan t in  

fa ir w eath e r an d  d u rin g  s to rm s, in  g o o d  fo rtu n e an d  ev il fo rtu n e , in  jo y  an d  in  so rro w . O n ly  a fte r it h as  

m atu red  in  th is  fa sh io n  d o es  frien dsh ip  rip en  to  th a t p erfect fru it  w h ich  is  o n e  o f  th e  m o st p rec io u s  treasu res 

o f  ea rth . In  th e  a rd o r  o f  y o u th  a  n ew ly  fo rm ed  frien d sh ip  m ay  g iv e  rise  to  ju b ilan t  en th u sia sm  im p o ss ib le  in  

la ter y ears . B u t as rega rds m o ra l ex ce llen ce, in te rio r w o rth an d s tren g th , an o ld an d tr ied frien d sh ip  

su rp asses  a ll y o u th fu l, en th u sia stic  frien d sh ip s . Its a rd o r is n o  lo n g er d isp lay ed  ex te rn a lly , b u t g lo w s th e  

m o re  w arm ly  w ith in . A n  o ld  an d  tr ied  frien d  is a  treasu re  th a t can no t eas ily  b e  v a lu ed  to o  h ig h ly . H e  m u st 

b e  to  th ee  as  th y self , a  m ed icin e  fo r  life  an d  im m o rta lity  (c f. E cc lu s . 6 :1 1 -1 6 ).

L et u s  co n sid e r n o w  w h eth e r o u r  d iv in e S av io r, w h o  d esire s  o u r  frien d sh ip , is su ch  a  tru e  F riend , 

O n e  w h o se  fid e lity ' it w o u ld  b e  c rim in a l to  d o u b t an d  o n  w h o se  frien d sh ip  it w o u ld  b e  m adn ess  n o t  to  b u ild  

as  o n  a  ro ck .

2 . J e su s  is  a  tr u e  fr ie n d  w h o  h as n ev er  u n d er  an y  c ircu m stan ces  d ese rted  a  fa ith fu l frien d . In  th e  

y ear 1 5 5  o f  th e  C h ris tian  e ra . th e  ag ed  B ish o p  P o ly  ca rp  w as su m m o n ed  a t S m y rn a  b efo re  a  h ea th en  ju d g e , 

w h o  d em an d ed  th a t h e  d en y  an d  sp u rn  C h ris t. P o ly  carp  an sw ered : “ I h av e  se rv ed  H im  fo r s ix ty -e ig h t y ears  

an d  H e h as n ev er y e t d o n e m e an  in ju ry . H o w  can  I rev ile m y  K in g  w h o h as red eem ed m e?” In  th is  

in s tan ce an  o ld  frien d  p ro v ed  liis fid e lity to  h is F rien d : an d  b efo re  h is d eath  h e rece iv ed  a  fin a l p ro o f  o f  

fr ien d sh ip  fro m  th a t F riend . W h ile th e ag ed  B ish o p  w as s tan d in g  o n  th e p y re an d  th e flam es b u rs t fo rth  

b en eath  h is  fee t, th ey  fo rm ed  a  h a lo  ro u n d  ab o u t h im  lik e sa ils  b e llied  b y  th e  w in d  an d  d id  n o t to u ch  h im . 

T h e sa in t s to o d  in  th e ir  m id st as  th o u g h  g lo rified . T h e  p eo p le  w ere  asto n ish ed  an d  m o v ed  a t th is sp ec tacle , 

w h ich  en d ed  o n ly  a fte r th e  ex ecu tio n e r h ad  p lu n g ed  h is sw o rd  in to  th e  b ish o p ’s  b reas t. C h rist w as  fa ith fu l 

to  H is fa ith fu l se rv an t ev en  in  h is la s t ex trem ity ; H e g lo rified  h im  b efo re a ll th e  p eo p le , g ran ted  h im  th e  

g race  o f  m arty  rd o m , an d  co n d u c ted  h im  as  g lo rio u s  co n qu ero r  in to  h eav en .

It is an  a rtic le  o f  fa ith  th a t C h ris t d ese rts n o  m an  w h o  d o es n o t firs t d esert H im . [fo o tn o te : C o n e . 

T rid ., S ess. 6 , C . 1 1 .] W h at p ro o fs  d id  C h ris t g iv e o f  su ch  frien d sh ip  d u rin g  H is life o n  ea rth ? W e  k n o w  

th a t H e  liv ed  an d  d ied  fo r  u s . B u t le t u s  co nsid er  in  d e ta il h o w  H e  d ea lt w ith  H is  frien d s . In  th e  firs t p lace . 

H e  c learly  an d  w ith o u t su b te rfu g e  to ld  a ll w h o  w ish ed  to  b e  H is  frien d s  th a t th ey n eed  ex p ec t n o  m ate ria l 

ad v an tag e  fro m  H is frien d sh ip . T h eir  p o rtio n  ra th er w o u ld  b e  to  ca rry  th e ir c ro ss  d a ily to  th e  en d  o f  th e ir 



liv es . H e ev en  p red ic ted  p ersecu tio n  an d  a  m arty r ’s d ea th  fo r H is p riv ileg ed  d iscip le s (c f. M t. 1 0 :1 7  ff .) . 

C o n seq u en tly , H e  d o es n o t w ish  to  co ax  an y o n e  in to  b eco m in g  H is frien d  b y  fa lse rep resen ta tio ns an d  b y  

co n cea lm en t o f th e fac ts. N o , H e d ecla res h o n estly an d  o p en ly th a t frien d sh ip w ith  H im  im p lie s m an y  

th ing s  th a t  a re  h ard  an d  d is ta s te fu l  to  th e  n a tu ra l m an .

O n  th e  o th e r h an d , h o w ev er, d o es  H e  o ffer  u s  th e  c ro ss an d  say : “C an y it, I w ish  to  see  w h eth e r 

y o u  h av e co u rag e  an d  p ersev e ran ce” ? B y  n o  m ean s. H e  p u ts  th e  h eav iest c ro ss o n  H is o w n  sh o u lde rs  an d  

say s: “F o llo w  M e, I sh a ll ca rry  th e h eav ies t c ro ss M y se lf fo r y o u r sa lv a tio n , b u t d o  y o u  fo llo w  in  M y  

fo o tstep s, each  w ith  h is  o w n  c ro ss ; it is  a  h ard  w ay , b u t it is  th e  w ay  o f  life  an d  w ill b rin g  y o u  u n sp eak ab le  

jo y ” (c f. L k . 1 4 :2 6 , 2 7 ; M t. 1 6 :2 4  ff .) . W as C h ris t fa ith fu l  to  H is  p ro m ise  to  g o  b efo re  u s  o n  th is  w ay  ev en  

to  th e  en d ?  O n e  lo o k  a t th e  c ruc ifix  g iv es  u s  th e  an sw er  to  th a t  q u estio n . F a ith fu l  u n to  d ea th !

H e h as g iv en  u s th e assu rance th a t, if  w e, co n fid in g  in  H is assis tan ce, w ill b u t ca rry  o u r m u ch  

lig h te r c ro ss fo r lo v e  o f  H im , H e  w ill h e lp  u s  w ith  H is  g race  so  th a t o u r  c ro ss w ill b e  a  sw ee t y o k e  an d  a  

lig h t b u rd en (c f. M t. 1 1 :3 0). T h is p ro m ise , to o , o u r S av io r h as k ep t, in d eed th e m o re g lo rio u sly in  

p ro p ortio n  to th e fire o f lo v e th a t b u rn ed  in  th e h earts o f H is fo llo w ers . T h e sa in ts d id  n o t ask  to  b e  

d e liv e red  fro m  su fferin g , b u t lik e S t. F ran cis  X av ie r p ray ed : “M o re , L o rd , m o re su ffe ring .” If  w e  read  th e  

E p istle s  o f  S t. P au l, w e  sh a ll fin d  th em  p æ an s  o f  jo y , g lo rifica tio n s  o f  th e  h ap p in ess  o f  su ffe rin g  w ith  C h rist 

(c f. R o m . 8 :1 6 -3 9 ; 2  C o r. 4 :1 6  ff; 1 1 :2 2 -3 1 ). C h ris t h as  a lw ay s  p ro v ed  H is  frien dsh ip  to w ard  H is  fo llo w ers  

b y  p erm ittin g  in  H is  p ro v id en ce  o n ly  su ch  tr ia ls  to  o v ertak e  th em  as w ere  fo r th e ir sa lv atio n , tr ia ls  w h ich  

H e  h e lp ed  th em  to  b ear  w ith  H is g race . E v en  d u rin g  H is  life  o n  ea rth , H e  to o k  th e  p art o f  H is  ap o stle s an d  

p ro tec ted th em  fro m  th e ir en em ies . W h en  H is p ersecu to rs w ish ed  to lay v io len t h an d s o n  th em  in  th e  

G ard en  o f  O liv es, H e  sa id : “ I h av e  to ld  y o u  th a t  I am  H e. If , th e re fo re , y o u  seek  M e, le t  th ese  g o  th e ir  w ay ”  

(Jn . 1 8 :8 ). H e  w ish ed  to  su ffe r  a lo n e  th e  d eath  o n  th e  c ro ss  fo r  o u r  sa lv atio n . F o r  H is  ap o stle s th e  tim e  fo r  

b lo o d y  su ffe rin g  h ad  n o t y e t co m e . F u rth e rm o re , H e n o t o n ly  w ard ed  o ff  p rem atu re  su ffe rin g  fro m  th em , 

b u t H e a lw ay s lo v in g ly  su p p lied  a ll th e ir  w an ts. T h e  d ay  b efo re  H is d ea th , H e  ask ed  th em : “W h en  I sen t 

y o u  o u t o n  y o u r  ap o sto lic m issio n s w ith o u t h u m an  m ean s, d id  y o u  w an t fo r an y th in g ? ” T h ey  an sw ered :  

“N o th in g ” (c f. L k . 2 2 :3 5 , 3 6 ).

W hen  H e  w as ab o u t to  b e  sep a ra ted  fro m  H is ap o stle s , an d  th e sh ad o w s o f  d ea th  lay  h eav ily  o n  

H is  h eart, ev en  th en  H e seem ed  to  h av e  n o  tim e  to  th in k  o f  H is o w n  su fferin g s , b u t so u g h t o n ly  to  le ssen  

th e  g rief  o f  sep a ra tio n  fo r th em : “B ecau se  I h av e  to ld  y o u  th a t I m u st d ep art fro m  y o u , so rro w  h as filled  

y o u r  h eart. Y et it is  ex p ed ien t fo r  y o u  th a t I g o ; fo r  a fte r M y  d ep artu re  th e  H o ly  G h o st w ill co m e  an d  g iv e  

y o u  u n sp eak ab le  jo y "  (c f. Jn . 1 6 :6 , 7 ). “P eace  I leav e  w ith  y o u , M y  p eace  I g iv e  to  y o u . ... D o  n o t le t  y o u r  

h eart  b e  tro u b led , o rb e  a fra id ” (Jn . 1 4 :2 7 ). O rd in a rily  it is  th e  d y in g  w h o  a re  co m fo rted  b y  th e ir  frien d s; o n  

th is o ccas io n , h o w ev er. H e  w h o  is  d o o m ed  to  d eath  co n so les H is  frien d s  w h o  w ill su rv iv e  H im . T ru ly  th is  

is  to u ch in g  fid e lity  ev en  u n to  d ea th  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s .

H e  p ro m ises, to o . th a t H e  w ill n o t fo rg e t th em  a fte r  H is  d ea th . “ I  w ill n o t leav e  y o u  o rp h an s; I  w ill 

co m e  to  y o u  (Jn . 1 4 :1 8). H e  re tu rn s  to  th em  a fter H is re su rrec tio n  to  a llo w  th em  to  sh a re  in  H is  jo y . F o r  

fo rty  d ay s  H e  d e lays  H is ascen sion  in to  h eaven , an d  fills th e ir  h earts  w ith  a  co n so la tion  w h ich  w ill en d u re  

fo r  th e  rem ain d er o f  th e ir  liv es. O u r  lo v in g  S av io r d ied  fo r o u r  s in s. H e  ro se  fo r  o u r  ju s tifica tio n  (c f. R o m . 

4 :2 5 ), in  o rd e r  th a t w e  m ig h t b eg in  a  n ew , p u re  life  w ith  th e  ass is tan ce  o f  H is g race, a  life  w h ich  is  to  fin d  

its  co n su m m atio n  w ith  H im  in  e tern a l  g lo ry .

H en ce H e co u ld  ju stly  say b efo re H is ascen sio n : “B eh o ld  I am  w ith  y o u  a ll d ay s , ev en  to th e  

co n su m m atio n o f  th e  w o rld” (M t. 2 8 :2 0 ). I am  a lw ay s w ith  y o u  in  th o u g h t. C h ris t liv es in  h eav en  to  b e  

m in dfu l o f  u s a lw ay s , an d  to  m ak e in te rcess io n  fo r u s (c f. H eb . 7 :2 5 ), to  b e  o u r ad v o ca te  w ith  th e  F a th er  



(c f. Jn . 2 :1 ). H e  h as en g rav en  each  o n e  o f  u s in  H is h an d s an d  fee t, b u t m o re  espec ia lly  in  H is h eart w ith  

th e  in d e lib le  ch arac te rs o f  th e  m ark s o f  H is  w o u n d s  w h ich  a re  a  cease less  an d  m ig h ty  p lea  fo r  m ercy  fo r  u s  

a ll. “C an  a  w o m an  fo rg e t h er  in fan t so  as  n o t to  h av e  p ity  o n  th e  so n  o f  h er  w o m b ?  an d  if  sh e  sh o u ld  fo rg e t, 

y e t w ill n o t I fo rg e t th ee . B eh o ld , I h av e g rav en  th ee in  M y  h an d s” (Isa . 4 9 :1 5 , 1 6 ). L et u s g aze o n  th e  

m ark s  o f  th ese  w o u n ds  an d  ask  o u rse lv es  if  o u r S av io r can  fo rg e t u s . H e  th in k s  o f  u s  d ay  an d  n ig h t w ith o u t  

ceas in g . M o reo v er, H e  is  in  o u r  m id st  b y  H is  g race-g iv in g  ac tiv ity  in  H is  C h u rch . W h en ev er  a  sacram en t is  

ad m in is tered , th e  p ries t d o es  in d eed  p lace  an  o u tw ard  ac t, b u t  th e  real, activ e  m in is te r is  C h ris t H im self. H e  

acco m p an ies  u s  th ro u g h  life  w ith  H is  sacram en ts ; an d  b ey o nd  th e  g rav e  H e  w ill p en n it u s  to  d rin k  d rau g h ts  

o f  jo y  fro m  H is  S acred  H eart. E v en  n o w  a  fo u n ta in  o f  g race  w ells  u p  fro m  th is S acred  H eart an d  flo w s  o v er  

in to  a ll h u m an  h earts  w h ich  a re  p rep ared  to  rece iv e it. O u r S av io r is in  o u r  m id st in  co u n tless  tabe rnac les  

th e  w o rld  o v er, ev en  to  th e en d  o f  tim e, to  g ran t u s an  au d ience as o ften  as w e d esire ; n o r n eed  w e firs t 

an n o u n ce o u r co m ing  o r co m p ly w ith  h u m an  co n v en tio n a litie s . H e is w ith  H is C h u rch  in  h er o ffice as  

teach er  to  p rese rv e h er  fro m  a ll e rro r in  m atte rs o f  fa ith . H e  p ro tec ts  H is C h u rch  so  th a t th e m o st v io len t 

p ersecu tio n  o n  th e  p art o f  h er  en em ies w ill n o t p rev ail ag a in s t h er. H e  d a ily  ca rrie s  o u t th e  p ro m ise  th a t H e  

m ad e  w h en  H e  sa id : “A n d  th e  g a tes o f  h e ll sh a ll n o t p rev a il ag ain s t it” (M t. 1 6 :1 8 ). A  life -g iv in g  fo u n ta in  

o f g race an d  lo v e s tream s fo rth  fro m  H is h eart, a m y stic b lo o d s tream  w h ich  p u lsa te s th ro u g h  a ll H is  

m em b ers ; an y o n e  n o t an im a ted  b y  th is s tream  is sp iritu a lly  d ead . T h u s h as o u r S av io r p ro v ed  H is fid e lity  

fo r  n in e teen  cen tu ries .

A t th e c lo se o f  th e la s t cen tu ry , th e C h u rch  h o n o red  th e fid e lity o f o u r S av io r b y  co n sec ra tin g  

h erse lf  an d  th e  w h o le  h u m an  race  to  th e  b est o f  a ll frien d s , th e  S acred  H eart o f  Jesu s. W e  a re  co n sec ra ted  to  

th is S acred  H eart; h en ce , w e  m u st, o n  o u r  p art, p ro ve  o u r  fid e lity  to  H is  frien d sh ip , an d , in  acco rd an ce  w ith  

H is  w ish es , s triv e  th a t  d ev o tio n  to  th is  d iv in e  h eart a tta in  lu x u riou s  g ro w th  b o th  in  o u rse lv es an d  in  o th e rs.

3 . T h e  lo v e  o f  o u r  S a v io r  to w a r d  u s  is  p r o v e d  b y  th e  fa c t  th a t  H e  le a d s  u s  to  h e a v e n . H e  d id  n o t 

d escen d  fro m  h eav en  in  o rd er  to en rich  u s w ith  tem p o ra l g o o d s , b u t in  o rd e r to  tak e  u s to  h eav en  w ith  

H im se lf. If  im m u n ity  fro m  a ll ev ils an d  th e en jo y m en t o f  a ll p leasu res  w ere a  n ecessa ry  co m p lem en t to  

se rv ice o f  th e S av io r, h o w  v ery  m an y  se rv an ts H e  w o u ld  h av e! B u t w o u ld  th ese se rv an ts b e  H is frien d s?  

N o , n o t  frien d s , b u t se lfish , g rasp in g  so u ls . A n d  ev en  o u r  S av io r  w o u ld  n o t  b e  o u r  frien d  if  H e  d ea lt  w ith  u s  

in  th is  fa sh io n , fo r H e  H im se lf  h as sa id  th a t w e  can n o t se rv e G o d  an d  m am m o n  (c f. M t. 6 :2 4 ). T em p o ra l 

g o o d s  m u st b e  o u r serv an ts, m eans  to  an  en d , w h ile  w e  m u st se rv e o n ly  G o d . If  w e  d em ean  o u rse lv es  an d  

b eco m e  th e  s lav es  o f  m ate ria l th in g s, w e  lo se  G o d  an d  su ffe r  th e  lo ss  o f  o u r  so u ls. “F o r  w h at d o es  it  p ro fit  a  

m an , if  h e  g a in  th e  w h o le  w o rld , an d  su ffe r th e lo ss o f  h is o w n  so u l?” (M t. 1 6 :2 6 .) C h rist cam e in to  th e  

w o rld  to  sav e o u r so u ls. “ I cam e th a t th ey  m ay  h av e life , an d  m ay  h av e it m o re ab u n d an tly ” (Jn . 1 0 :1 0). 

C h ris t tau g h t u s  b y  w o rd  an d  ex am p le  th e  w ay  to  e tern al  life , th e  p a th  o f  ren un c iatio n  o f  th e  tem p o ra l, an d  

th e  s triv ing  a fte r th e  h eav en ly , a fte r th e  e tern al  p o ssess io n  o f  G o d , o u r  fin al en d . It is  p rec ise ly  in  th is th a t 

o u r  S av io r  h as  p ro v ed  H im self  o u r  tru e  F riend , b y  lib e ra tin g  o u r  th o u g h ts  an d  d esire s  fro m  th e  d u st o f  ea rth  

an d  d irec tin g  th em  to  th o se  e te rn a l h e ig h ts  w h ere  a lo n e  o u r  tru e  h ap p in ess  m ay  b e  fo u n d .

H e h as p reced ed u s to th ese h e ig h ts an d  h as th e re tak en  P o ssessio n o f H is k in g d o m , n o t fo r  

H im self  a lo n e  b u t a lso  fo r  H is  frien d s . “ I g o  to  p rep a re  a  p lace  fo r  y o u . A n d  if  I g o  an d  p rep a re  a  p lace  fo r  

y o u , I am  co m ing  ag a in , an d  I w ill tak e  y o u  to  M y self; th a t w h ere  I am , th e re  y o u  a lso  m ay  b e ” (Jn . 1 4 :2 , 

3 ). “F a th e r, I  w ill th a t  w h ere  I am , th ey  a lso  w h o m  T h o u  h ast g iv en  M e  m ay  b e  w ith  M e; in  o rd e r th a t th ey  

m ay  b eh o ld  M y g lo ry , w h ich  T h o u  h ast g iv en  M e” (Jn . 1 7 :2 4). T h is is th e u n in terru p ted  p ray e r o f  th e  

S acred  H eart fo r H is o w n . U n til th e d ay  o f  co n su m m atio n  H e w ill p ro v e H im self th e ir frien d . O n e w h o  

ca res fo r  th e ir sa lv a tio n . Jesu s C h ris t a t th e  rig h t h an d  o f  th e  F a th er in te rced es  fo r  u s . N o  a lien  p o w er can  



d estro y  th e  lo v e  w ith  w h ich  H e  lo v es u s  an d  w h ich  H e  en k in d les  in  o u r  h earts. O r  "w h o  th en  sh a ll sep ara te  

u s  fro m  th e  lo v e  o f  C h ris t?  S h a ll tr ib u la tio n , o r  d is tre ss, o r  p ersecu tio n , o r  h u n g er, o r  n ak ed n ess, o r  d an g er, 

o r  tire sw o rd?  . . . B u t in  a ll th ese  tilin g s  w e  o v erco m e  b ecau se  o f  H im  w h o  h as  lo v ed  u s . F o r  I am  su re  th a t 

n e ith e r d ea th , n o r  life , n o r  an g els , n o r  p rin c ip a lities , n o r  th in g s  p resen t, n o r  th in g s  to  co m e , n o r  p o w ers , n o r 

h e ig h t, n o r  d ep th , n o r  an y  o th e r  c rea tu re  w ill  b e  ab le  to  sep ara te  u s  fro m  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d , w h ich  is  in  C h rist 

Jesu s  o u r  L o rd"  (R o m . 8 :3 5  ff).

M ay  th ese  w o rd s  o f  th e  A p o stle  b e  v erified  in  u s . T h ey  w ill  b e  v erified  if  w e  a re  d e term in ed  w ith  

th e  h e lp  o f  H is g race  to  p ro ve  o u r  frien d sh ip  fo r  Jesu s ev en  as  H e  h as  p ro v ed  H is  fo r  u s . O  Jesu s , fu lfill in  

u s  a lso  tire  p ro m ise  th a t T h o u  h ast m ad e  to  S t. M arg are t M ary  A laco qu e , n am ely  th a t T h o u  w ilt n o t p erm it 

a so u l to p erish  w h ich  co n sec ra tes itse lf to T h y S acred H eart an d  zea lo u sly cu ltiv a te s an d  p ro p ag a tes  

d ev o tio n  to w ard  it.

C H A P T E R  V I

A n  A m iab le  F rien d

" ‘A n d  a ll . . . m a r v e l le d  a t  th e  w o r d s  o f

g r a c e  th a t  c a m e  fr o m  H is  m o u th  ”  (L k . 4 :2 2 ) .

1 . A m ia b il ity  is a n  e s t im a b le  c h a r a c te r is tic  o f  e v e r y  fr ie n d . W e m ay sp eak o f am iab ility in  a  

tw o fo ld  sen se . In  th e  firs t sen se , it m ay s ig n ify ' th o se m o ral v irtues  w h ich  m ak e  a  m an  w o rth y  o f  es teem  

an d  lo v e. S u ch  am iab ility  is essen tia l  to  a ll frien d sh ip . In  th e seco n d  sen se , it m ay  s ig n ify  th a t q u a lity  o r  

co m b in atio n  o f  q u a litie s th ro u g h  w h ich  th e ir  p o ssesso r  ex erc ises a  m ag n etic  in flu ence  o v er  o th e rs , b ecau se  

it is  p leasan t  an d  ag reeab le  to  d ea l w ith  h im . [fo o tn o te : C f. S t. T h o m as. S u m m a  T h e o l. II , 2 ae . q . 1 1 4 . a . 1 .] 

It is u su ally  in  th is la tte r sen se th a t w e sp eak  o f  an  am iab le p erso n . H en ce , an  am iab le in d iv id u a l is o n e  

p o ssessed  o f  ex q u is ite m an n ers , th o u g h tfu l co n sid e ra tio n  fo r  th e  req u irem en ts o f  p leasan t co m p an io n sh ip , 

co n sid e ra te  y ie ld in g  to  th e  w ish es o f  o th e rs , th e g ift o f  co n v ersa tio n ; in  sh o rt, so c ia l ad ap tab ility  w ith o u t 

a ffec ta tion  o r  ig n o b le  fla tte ry . If , in  ad d itio n  to  th ese  q u a lities , th e ir  p o ssesso r  h as  an  a ttrac tiv e  fig u re , h e  is  

th e  liv in g  em b o d im en t o f  th e  id ea l, am iab le  p erso n . W e  p resu m e , o f  co u rse , th a t h is  frien d lin ess  is s in ce re  

an d  n o t m ere ly  a  v en eer, fo r sh o u ld  h e  m o ck  in te rio rly  a t th o se  b efo re  w h o m  h e  s im u late s  fin e  m an n ers, h e  

w o u ld  n o t b e  an  am iab le  p erso n  b u t a  d isgu stin g  h y p o crite . T ru eh ea rted n ess an d  fu n d am en ta l h o n esty  o f  

so u l a re  p re req u is ite s  fo r  a ll am iab ility  w o rth y  o f  th e  n am e .

It is tru e  th a t an  a ttrac tiv e fig u re an d  fin e m an n ers a re n o t essen tia l req u is ite s  fo r frien d sh ip , fo r  

ev en  in  an  u g ly  b o d y  a m o ra lly  b eau tifu l so u l m ay  d w ell, an d  a  ro u g h  ex te rio r o ften  co n cea ls a  h eart o f  

in estim ab le  w o rth . S o c ia l ch arm  h as  b een  d en ied  to  m an y  b y  n a tu re , w h ile  lab o r, ca re , an d  th e  h ard sh ip s  o f  

life h av e m ad e o th e rs ex tern a lly as h ard  as s tee l, th o u g h  th ey p o ssess fa ith fu l, frien d ly h earts an d a re  

es teem ed  an d  h o n o red as frien d s b y th o se w h o see th ro u g h  th e ro u g h  ex te rio r to th e ir m o ra l q u a litie s . 



N ev erth e le ss , it can n o t b e  d en ied  th a t am iab ility , w h en  co m bin ed  w ith  m o ra l ex ce llen ce , is w ell su ited  to  

in c rease  frien d sh ip  an d  su rro u n d  it  w ith  a  p ecu lia r  ch arm .

Is o u r d iv ine S av io r am iab le? T h ere is n o q u estio n  o f H is m o ra l ex ce llen ce , fo r in  th is H e  

im m easu rab ly  su rp asses a ll, ev en  th e  b est o f  m en . W e  m ay  in q u ire , h o w ev er, w h eth e r  o u r  S av io r  p o ssesses 

th a t a ttrac tiv en ess o f  m an n er  w h ich  b y  itse lf  is ca lcu la ted  to  d raw  a ll h earts. If  o u r S av io r  w er  to  ap p ea r  in  

o u r  m id st, ev en  fo r  a  sh o rt  tim e , an d  w ere  to  d ea l w ith  u s  in  v isib le  fo rm , w e  w o u ld  h av e  th e  an sw er  to  o u r 

q u estio n . B u t H is am iab ility  is so  g reat  th a t H e  can no t d isp lay  it in  a ll its p erfec tio n  h ere  b e lo w  if  H e  d o es  

n o t w ish  to  d im in ish  g reatly  th e m erit o f  o u r d ev o tio n  to w ard  H im . D u rin g  H is so jou rn  o n  ea rth  H e w as  

co m p e lled  to h id e H is am iab ility u n d er a  v e il in  o rd e r th a t m en  m ig h t n o t b e en slav ed  b y  H is ex te rn a l 

a ttractiv en ess  an d  lo se  s ig h t o f  w eig h tie r co n sid era tio n s .

O n ce  o n ly  d u rin g  H is s tay  o n  earth  d id  H e  tak e  th ree  o f  H is  ap o stle s to  M o u n t T h ab o r  an d  lif t fo r  

a  m o m en t th e  v e il w h ich  h id  H is g lo ry . R ap t in  ecs ta sy  a t th is  v is io n , P e ter  c ried  o u t: “L o rd , it is  g o o d  fo r  

u s  to  b e  h ere . L et u s  b u ild  h ere  o u r  d w ellin g s.”  H o w ev er, th e  E v an g elis t ad d s  th a t h e  k n ew  n o t w h at h e  sa id  

(c f. L k . 9 :2 8  ff) . T h e  ch arm in g  a ttrac tiv en ess  o f  h is M aste r h ad , fo r  th e  tim e, a ll b u t b ere ft h im  o f  th e  u se  

o f  reaso n . H ere w e can  see w h y C h ris t v e iled  H is am iab ility . T h e  en jo y m en t o f  th e co n tem p la tio n  o f  th e  

g lo rified  h u m an ity  o f  C h rist is a  g ra tifica tion  th a t is to  fo rm  p art o f  th e  jo y s  o f  h eav en  an d  n o t o f  o u r  ex ile  

h ere b e lo w . It w as n ecessa ry  ev en  to p u rify  th e ap o stle s fro m  a  to o -n a tu ral a ttach m en t to  th e  p erso n  o f  

C h ris t, v e iled  th o u g h  it w as, b efo re  th ey  co u ld  receiv e  th e  H o ly  G h o st. “ It is  ex p ed ien t fo r  y o u  th a t I  d ep art; 

fo r  if  I  d o  n o t g o , th e  P arac le te  w ill n o t co m e  to  y o u ; b u t if  I  g o , I  w ill sen d  H im  to  y o u ”  (Jn . 1 6 :7 ).

E v en  a fte r H is re su rrec tio n  o u r S av io r  d id  n o t sh o w  H im self  in  a ll H is  g lo ry , b u t a llo w ed  m erely  a  

few  ray s to escap e o ccasio n a lly , w h ich filled th e h earts o f H is d isc ip le s w ith en th u sia sm . T h u s, fo r  

ex am p le , o n  th e  d ay  o f  H is  ascen sio n . E v en  a fte r o u r S av io r  h ad  d isap p ea red  fro m  v iew , d ie  d isc ip le s  co u ld  

n o t tea r th e ir ey es aw ay , b u t s to o d  s tarin g  u p  in to h eav en , an x io u s to see ev en  th e la s t re flec tio n  o f  th e  

g lo rio u s spec tac le , u n til th e  an g els cam e an d  ad m o n ish ed  th em  to  re tu rn  to  Je ru salem  an d  d o  as th ey  h ad  

b een  b id d en  (c f. A cts 1 :1 0 , 1 1 ). “A n d  th ey  ad o rin g  w en t b ack  in to  Je ru sa lem  w ith  g rea t  jo y ” (L k . 2 4 :5 2 ) a t 

th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  L o rd  th a t th ey  h ad  seen . “W e  saw ,”  w ro te S t. Jo h n  ju b ilan tly , “H is g lo ry  —  g lo ry  as  o f  th e  

o n ly -b eg o tten  o f  th e  F a th er” (Jn . 1 :1 4 ).

T h e m ag n e tism  o f  c rea tu res  w h ich  ap p eals to  o u r  b o d ily  sen ses m ay  eas ily  en th ra ll o u r  h earts in  

su ch  w ise  th a t o u r lo v e fo r o u r S av io r w ill su ffer in  co n seq u en ce . H en ce it is o f  p aram o u n t im p o rtan ce  

n ev er  to  fo rg e t th a t C h ris t is  th e  m o st am iab le  o f  m en . It is  o u r  d estin y  to  en jo y  tire  u n su rpassed  am iab ility  

o f  Jesu s fo r a ll e te rn ity , an d  to  d raw  th e re fro m  u n sp eak ab le  d e lig h ts . H o w  sen se less it w o u ld  b e , th en , to  

sac rifice  th is  e te rn a l jo v  o r  ev en  to  d im in ish  it fo r  th e  sak e  o f  so m e  c rea tu re  w h o se  ch arm  is  d o o m ed  so o n  

to  re tu rn  to  th e d u st fro m  w h ich  it cam e. L et u s try , th en , to  fo rm  as p erfec t an  im ag e as p o ss ib le o f  th e  

am iab ility  o f  o u r  g lo rified  S av io r, an d  to  im p ress  th is im ag e so  in d e lib ly  in  o u r  h earts  th a t th e  a llu rem en ts  

o f  c reatu res  m ay  n o t p rev a il ag a in s t it. W e  m u st learn  to  en jo y  o u r  S av io r.

2 . T h e a m ia b il ity  o f  o u r  g lo r i f ie d  S a v io r . In  th e fo rty  -fo u rth  p sa lm , w h ich , acco rd ing  to th e  

A p o stle  (c f. H eb . 1 :8 . 9 ), re fers  to  th e  M essias , w e  read  o f  H im  in  H is  g lo ry : “T h o u  a rt b eau tifu l ab o v e  th e  

so n s  o f  m en : g race  is  p o u red  ab ro ad  in  T h y  tip s. . . . G ird  T h y  sw o rd  u p o n  T h y  th ig h , O  T h o u  m o st  M ig h ty . 

W ith T h y co m elin ess an d T h y b eau ty se t o u t, p ro ceed p ro sp e ro u sly an d re ig n . B ecau se o f tru th  an d  

m eek n ess an d ju s tice . . . . T h o u h ast lov ed  ju s tice an d h a ted  in iq u ity : th ere fo re G o d , T h y G o d , h a th  

an o in ted  T h ee w ith th e o il o f g lad n ess ab o v e T h y fe llo w s. M y rrh  an d s tacte an d cass ia p erfu m e T h y  

g arm en ts.” T h e  in sp ired  p o e t seem s  a t a  lo ss fo r  w o rd s  to  d ep ic t ad eq u a te ly  th e  am iab ility  o f  o u r  h eav en ly  

K in g  w h ich  su rp asses  a ll h u m an  co m p reh en sio n .



S t. T eresa te lls in  th e tw en ty -e ig h th ch ap te r o f h er A u to b io g r a p h y  th a t th e risen S av io r o n ce  

ap p ea red  to h er in  v is ion . S h e ad m its th a t sh e is u n ab le to d escrib e H im  as H e is , b u t sh e d esires , 

n ev erth e le ss , to  c lo th e h er  v is ion  in  w o rd s as b est sh e m ay . S h e  te lls  u s  th a t if  th e re  w ere n o  o th e r  jo y  in  

h eav en  th an  th e  co n tem p latio n  o f  th e  h u m an ity  o f  C h ris t, th is  a lo n e  w o u ld  co n stitu te  an  u n u tte rab le  d e lig h t. 

I m ig h t h av e s triv en  fo r  y ears to  im ag in e an y th in g  so  b eau tifu l an d  w o u ld , n ev erth e le ss, h av e  fa iled . H is  

lu c id ity  an d  rad ian ce  a lo n e su rpass o u r  co m p reh en sio n . T h e  rad ian ce  o f  H is g lo iy  d o es n o t b lin d  th e  ey e , 

b u t is a w o n d erfu l sh im m erin g  w h iten ess, w h ich  th rills th e ey es an d  d o es n o t tire th em . H is lu c id ity  is  

s im p ly a d iv ine  b eau ty . E v en  th e  b rig h tn ess  o f  th e su n  is d ark n ess w h en  co m p ared  w ith  th e lig h t w h ich  

em an a tes  fro m  Jesu s . H e  w h o  g azes  u p o n  th is lig h t is  filled  w ith  a  d esire  n o t to  o p en  h is  ey es ag a in  n o r  to  

g aze a t an y th in g  e lse . It is as th o u g h  w e g azed  in to  c lear  w ate r ru n n in g  o v er c ry s ta l in  w h ich  th e su n  is  

re flec ted . In  co m p ariso n  w ith  it, m u n d an e  b eau ty  is a  m u rk y s tream  sw o llen  b y  ra in s w h ich  flo w s o v er a  

m u d d y  b ed . T h e  b eau ty o f  o u r S av io r is a  p u re  lig h t, an  u n d im m ed  lig h t, a  lig h t th a t n ev er w an es . It is o f  

th e  g rea tes t im p o rtan ce  to  im p ress  th is  b eau ty  o f  o u r S av io r d eep ly  o n  o u r  m em o ry  an d  in te llec t to  su p p o rt 

th em  in  th e ir  w eak n ess.

T h is  p re ro g a tiv e  o f  th e  g lo rified  h u m an ity  o f  C h rist o f  w h ich  S t. T eresa  h ere  sp eak s  is  th a t q u a lity  

w h ich  S t. P au l ca lls '‘g lo ry " (c f. 1 C o r. 1 5 :4 3 ; P h il. 3 :2 1 ). T h e  ev an g e lists , sp eak in g  o f  th e  tran sfig u ra tio n , 

m en tio n  a  b righ tn ess  lik e  th a t o f  th e  su n  an d  a  w h iten ess  as  th a t  o f  sn o w  (M t. 1 7 :2 ).

T h ere is . h o w ev er, y e t an o th e r lo v e lin ess o f  th e g lo rified  h u m an ity  o f C h ris t, w h ich  th e  A p o stle  

d esig n a tes as sp iritu a lity (1 C o r. 1 5 :4 4 ). T h is is th e transcen d en ce  o f  th e sp irit o v er m atter o r ra th er th e  

p erfect p erm ea tio n an d e lev atio n o f m atte r b y th e sp irit. W e can  fo rm  so m e co n cep tio n  o f th is if w e  

co m p are tw o  d iffe ren t k in d s o f  h u m an  b eau ty . T h ere is a  ro u g h , a lm o st ex c lu siv e ly b o d ily  b eau ty  w h ich  

co n sists  in  th e  co rrec t p ro p o rtio n  o f  th e  fea tu res  an d  a ll th e  m em b ers, co m b in ed  w ith  a  h ea lth y , s tro n g  co lo r  

—  an  a lm o st so u lless b eau ty . T h en  th e re is an o th er b eau ty , th e e lem en ts o f w h ich a re th e im p ress o f  

b en ev o len ce o n n o b le featu res, a lig h t in th e ey es th a t b esp eak s a k een in te llec t, an d a firm ness o f  

co u n ten an ce th a t b e tray s a  s tro n g  w ill. T h is la tter is . p ro p erly sp eak in g , h u m an  b eau ty  , a  sp iritu a l b eau ty , 

w h ich , n o  d o u b t, d o es n o t cau se  as  m u ch  sen sib le  p leasu re , b u t, n ev erth e le ss , a ttracts m o re  p o w erfu lly  an d  

m ay  en k in d le  en th u sia stic d ev o tion . T h is b eau ty . b ecau se  it is essen tia lly sp iritu al, can  s tam p  ev en  o n  an  

u g ly  co u n ten an ce  th e  sea l o f  b eau ty .

T h e b o d y  o f o u r d iv in e S av io r w as fo rm ed  b y  th e H o ly G h o st in  a w o n d erfu l m an n er (c f. L k . 

1 :3 5 ). W h en  w e  b u ild  a  ch u rch  in  G o d ’s  h o n o r, w e  try to  m ak e  it as  b eau tifu l as  is  p o ss ib le  u n d er  th e  g iv en  

c ircu m stan ces. T h ere fo re , is  it p ro b ab le  th a t th e  H o ly G h o st fa sh io n ed  an  im p erfect  b o d y  w h en  H e  b u ilt a  

tem p le fo r th e S eco n d  P erso n  o f  th e  B lessed  T rin ity ? A fte r th e  fin al re su rrec tio n  o f  th e  d ead , w ill n o t th e  

K in g  o f  G lo ry  im m easu rab ly  su rpass in  th e  b eau ty o f  H is  b o d y  an d  in  th e  ch arm  o f  H is  p erso n a lity  a ll th e  

in h ab itan ts  o f  h eav en ?  A n d  tin s  p erfec t b o d y  is  an im a ted  b y  a  n o b le  so u l. T h e  fu lln ess  o f  g race  an d  v irtu e  

rad ia te s fro m  th e co u n ten an ce o f  th e S av io r. T h e sa in ts h av e rece iv ed  a little o f  H is fu lln ess , H e a lo n e  

p o ssesses  it a ll: a  m o st b eau tifu l b o d y  tran sfo rm ed  b y  a  g lo rio u s so u l, an d  th e  so u l e leva ted  b y  th e  d iv in ity . 

W h en  w e  sh a ll h av e  th e  h ap p in ess to  see o u r S av io r in  h eav en  as  H e  is , w e  sh a ll n o t tire  o f  th is  v is ion  fo r  

a ll e te rn ity . W h at fo lly , th en , to  g iv e  h eed  h ere  b e lo w  to  an y  am iab ility  w h ich  can  tem p t u s  aw ay fro m  th is  

e tern a lly  y ou th fu l, d iv in e  am iab ility .

S o  p erfectly  is  th e  b o d y  o f  C h ris t sp iritu a lized  th a t n o  trace o f  ea rth ly  g ro ssn ess rem ain s  in  it. W e  

co n tem p la te w ith  p leasu re  an d  lig h t, ch arm in g  m o v em en ts o f  a  su p p le  b o d y . N o w  th e  b o d y o f  o u r  L o rd  is  

sw ift as th o u g h t, a p erfec tly re sp o n siv e in strum en t o f  th e w ill, each  n erv e an d  m u scle re sp o n d in g  in  a ll 

m o v em en ts to th e ex ac t d esire o f th e so u l; w h ile th e so u l d esire s o n ly ex p ressio n s o f th e m o st re fin ed  



p ro p rie ty , im p ressiv e  d ig n ity , an d  en ch an tin g  ch arm . A n d  a ll th is  is  im m o rtal, im p erish ab le , e te rn a l. L et  u s , 

th en , lo v e th is d iv in e ly h u m an  b eau ty  as it d ese rv es to  b e lo v ed . L et u s p erm it it to d raw  o u r d esire s  

h eav en w ard . W h en  w e  a re  in  th e  s ta te  o f  san ctify in g  g race , a  w o n d erfu l, h eav en ly  b eau ty  a lso  d w ells  in  u s; 

b u t ex te rn a lly  it is n o t  y e t  v is ib le . W e  m ay  co n so le  o u rselv es, h o w ev er, lik e S t. Jo h n  th e  A p o stle  w ith  th e  

co m ing  o f  th e  L o rd . T h en  “w e  sh a ll b e  lik e  H im , fo r  w e  sh a ll see  H im  ju s t  as  H e  is” (1  Jn . 3 :2 ).

3 . T h e  a m ia b il i ty  o f  o u r  S a v io r  is  e s p e c ia l ly  m a n ife s te d  in  H is  r e v e la t io n  o f  th e  d e v o tio n  to  th e  

S a c r e d  H e a r t. H u m an  frien d sh ip s  a re so  in con stan t  b ecau se  th e re  a re n o  p erfec t m en . If  fa ilin g s  m an ifest  

th em se lv es a t p sy ch o lo g ica lly th e w ro n g  m o m en t an d in  a d isag reeab le m an n er, o n ly th e s tro n g est o f  

frien d sh ip s  w ill su rv iv e  th em . H o w  o ften , a las, h av e  frien d sh ip s  o f  lo n g  s tan d in g  b een  d isso lv ed  b ecau se  o f  

o n e  th o u g h tless  w o rd , a  s in g le  o ffen se, a  s lig h t  b e tray a l o f  co n fid en ce , m ad e  p erch an ce  in  g o o d  fa ith .

H o w  d o es  o u r  S av io r  act?  W h en  H e  ap p ea red  to  S t. M arg are t M ary  A laco q u e , H e  co m p la in ed  th a t 

m en , o n  w h om  H e h ad  b esto w ed  so m an y  in co m p reh en sib ly  g rea t b en efits , w ere  b eco m in g  co ld e r, m o re  

ca re le ss , m o re u n g ra te fu l an d d isrespec tfu l to w ard H im ; th a t th ey rew ard ed H is lo v e w ith h a tred  and  

b lasp hem y , an d  th a t  th ey  co m b ated  H is  w o rk s  an d  in ten tio n s . A s  a  re su lt o f  th ese  b itter  an d  lo n g -co n tin u ed  

in su lts  to  H is  lo v e , w h at co u rse  o f  co n d u c t m ig h t w e  ex p ec t  o u r  S av io r  to  p u rsu e?  W ill H e  n o t d ep riv e  m en  

o f  H is  frien d sh ip , cast th em  fro m  H im , an d  p erm it th em  to  fa ll p rey  to  th a t  d o o m  to w ard  w h ich  th ey  a re  in ­

fa llib ly  ru sh in g ?  “C h ris t p erm itted  m e,”  w rite s S t. M arg are t, “ to  p erce iv e  th e  a rd en t d esire  w h ich  co n su m es  

H im  to  b e  lo v ed  b y  m en , to  w ithd raw  th em  fro m  th e  p a th  o f  d estru c tio n  to w ard  w h ich  so  m an y  o f  th em  a re  

ten d in g . T h is d esire it w as w h ich  cau sed  H im  to  m an ifes t H is h eart w ith  a ll th e  treasu res o f  lo v e , m ercy , 

an d  g race  w h ich  it co n ta in s .” S u ch  is th e  re tu rn  o f  th e S av io r fo r a ll th e g rea t o ffenses w h ich  a re o ffe red  

H is lo v e b y  m en . H e d o es n o t co n sid er th e in ju s tice w h ich  is d o n e H im se lf, b u t ra th er th e ev il co n se ­

q u en ces  w h ich  th e  co n tem p tib le  co n d uc t  o f  m en  d raw s  d o w n  u p o n  th em se lv es . H is  lo v e  is  o n ly  fan n ed  to  a  

b rig h te r  flam e  b y  th ese  in su lts; th ey  co m p e l H im  to  p o u r  o u t y e t rich e r treasu res o f  g race so  th a t H e  m ay  

ev en tu a lly so ften  m en ’s h earts an d  w in  th em  fo r th a t lo v e  w h ich  a lo n e  co n stitu te s th e ir w h o le h ap p in ess. 

C an  w e  co n ce iv e  o f  g rea ter am iab ility ?  H e  b ears  p a tien tly  a ll th e  w ro n g s  in flic ted  b y  H is  frien d s; in s tead  o f  

b eco m in g  an g ry an d  d isg u sted , H e sh o w s co m p ass io n  an d  in v en ts n ew  p ro o fs o f lo v e ; in s tead  o f  w ith ­

d raw in g  H is  frien dsh ip  fo reve r, H e  p lan s  n ew  w ay s  an d  m eans  to  s tren g th en  it an d  m ak e  it m o re  in tim a te .

H o w  o b v io u sly  tru e  a re  th e  w o rd s  o f  o u r  S av io r  w h en  H e  say s  th a t  th e  m an ifes ta tio n  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  

H is  h eart is  a  fin a l a ttem p t to  w in  th e  h earts  o f  m en . A fte r a ll th e  g races  th a t H e  h as  b esto w ed  o n  u s  w h at 

e lse  co u ld  H e  d o  ex cep t  m an ifes t H is S acred  H eart an d  o ffe r  it to  m en  as  a  g ift?  H e  o ffe rs  u s  H is  h eart, th a t 

w e  m ay  o ffer  H im  o u rs. A  h eart fo r a  h eart. B u t w h at m an n er  o f  ex ch an g e  is  th is?  H e  d em an d s  o u r  h eart, 

o u r sm all, w eak , in co n stan t, s in fu l h eart. Is it p erh ap s to en rich  H im se lf? H e fin d s in u s n o th in g  b u t  

p o v erty , m ise ry , an d  n eed  o f  ass is tan ce . It is p rec isely  o n  o u r  littlen ess th a t H e  g azes  in  o rd e r  to  e lev ate  it, 

o n  o u r  w eak n ess  to  s tren g th en  it, o n  o u r  illn ess in  o rd e r  to  cu re it. It is th e  s ick  w h o  n eed  a  p h y sician  (c f. 

M k . 2 :1 7 ). an d  as th e  p an acea  fo r  th ese sp iritu a l d iseases, o u r S av io r o ffe rs  H is  h eart, a  h eart fu ll o f  lo v e  

an d  m ercy , o f  s tren g th  an d  life , o f  h ap p in ess an d  b ea titu d e . T h e  h ig h est ex p ressio n  o f  lo v e  to w ard  an o th e r  

is  th a t a  m an  o ffer  H im  h is h eart. S o  lo v in g  is o u r  S av io r  th a t, d esp ite  a ll o u r  in fid e lities . H e  w ish es  to  g iv e  

u s  H is  h eart. L et u s  accep t th is  g ift, le t u s  co n sid e r it as  o u r  m o st p rec iou s  treasu re , le t u s  h o n o r  it an d  p ay  it 

h o m ag e! L et  u s  liv e  in  th is  h eart, an d  liv in g  in  it w e  sh a ll “ ta ste , an d  see  th a t th e  L o rd  is  sw ee t” (P s . 3 3 :9 ).



C H A P T E R  V II

A  W ise  F rien d

“ C h r is t  J e su s , w h o  h a s  b e c o m e  fo r  

u s  G o d -g iv e n  w isd o m ”  (1  C o r . 1 :3 0 ) .

1 . O n e  o f  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  fr ie n d s h ip  is  th a t  in  o u r  fr ie n d  w e  h a v e  o n e  to  w h o m  w e  m a y  tu r n  fo r  

a d v ic e  ev en  in  em b arrassm en ts o f  a  sec re t n a tu re , w h ich  w e sh o u ld  n o t ca re  to  rev ea l to  an y o ne  e lse . N o  

o n e is so se lf-su ffic ien t th a t h e n ev er h as n eed  o f  ad v ice . T h e g rea te r th e g o o d  th a t is a t s tak e , th e m o re  

d esirab le is w ise co u n se l. W h at g o o d s a re g rea te r th an th o se e tern al treasu res o n  w h ich  o u r u ltim a te  

h ap p in ess  o r  u n h ap p in ess  d ep en d s?  A n d  y e t th e  p a th  th a t lead s  to  th em  cann o t a lw ay s  b e  eas ily  an d  su re ly  

fo u n d . M an y , y es , v ery  m an y , h av e g o n e as tray b ecau se th ey re lied  to o  m u ch  o n  th e ir o w n  d isc re tio n . 

H en ce , th e  H o ly  G h o st w arn s  u s: “H av e  co n fid en ce  in  th e  L o rd  w ith  a ll th y  h eart, an d  lean  n o t u p o n  th y  

o w n  p m d en ce . In  a ll th y  w ay s  th in k  o n  H im , an d  H e  w ill d irec t th y  s tep s . B e  n o t w ise  in  th y  o w n  co n ce it”  

(P ro v . 3 :5 -7 ). A n d  th e  A p o stle  w rites  to  th e  R o m an s: “ ... co n d escen d  to  th e  lo w ly . B e  n o t  w ise  in  y o u r  o w n  

co n ce its” (1 2 :1 6 ); d o  n o t ch erish  an  id le , se lf-su ffic ien t co n fid en ce in  y o u r  o w n  ju d g m en t, b u t o p en  y o u r  

h earts  to  g o o d  ad v ice . T h is is th e  sam e  d o c trin e  th a t o u r  L o rd  tau g h t w h en  H e  repea ted ly  em p h asized  th a t 

se lf-su ffic ien t co n ceit p rev en ted  th e sc ribes an d  P h arisees fro m  en te rin g  th e k in g d o m  o f G o d : “ I p raise  

T h ee , F a th e r, L o rd  o f  h eav en  an d  ea rth , th a t T h o u  d id s t h id e  th ese  th in g s  fro m  th e  w ise  an d  p ru d en t, an d  

d id st rev eal th em  to  little  o n es” (M t. 1 1 :2 5 ). G o d  d o es  n o t h a te  w isd o m  an d  p ru d en ce  w h ich  rea lly  d ese rv e  

th e  n am e , b u t H e  d o es ab o m in a te  th a t fa lse , p ro u d , co m p lacen t, w o rld ly  w isd o m  w h ich  d eem s itse lf  in  n o  

n eed  o f  co u n se l an d  d irec tio n .

W ise d irec tio n is espec ia lly n ecessa ry in  th e sp iritu a l life , b ecau se a th ree fo ld  o b stacle m ak es  

d isce rn m en t in  sp iritu a l m atters ex ceed in g ly  d ifficu lt. In  th e  firs t p lace , w e  liv e  in  th e  m id st o f  o th e rs  w h o  

p ro fess an d  fo llo w  p rinc ip le s  d iffe ren t fro m  o u r  o w n . N o w , it is h ard , in  fact w ell-n ig h  im p o ss ib le , n o t to  

b e in flu en ced  b y o u r su rro u n d in g s. H en ce , ev ery m an  is to a ce rta in ex ten t a ch ild o f h is ag e an d  is  

in flu en ced  b y  its  v iew s an d  a im s. H o w ev er m u ch  th ese  a im s  an d  v iew s m ay  ch an g e  in  o th e r  m atte rs , in  o n e  

re sp ec t th e m ajo rity  o f m en , w h o m  o u r L o rd  d esig n a tes as th e w o r ld , n ev er ch an g es . T h ey a re a lw ay s  

o p p o sed  to  th e d o c trin e o f  C h ris t; h arb o r o n ly h a te an d  rid icu le fo r its fo llo w ers , an d  co n tin u a lly  flau n t 

b efo re th em  th e  p rin c ip le s o f  in d ep en d en t th o u g h t an d  m ate ria l p ro gress  as th e  o n ly  o n es w o rth y  o f  m an . 

D o  w e  n o t d a ily  h ear  fro m  a  th o u san d  q u arte rs th a t w e  C h ristian s a re a  b ack w ard  race , a  p itiab le g ro u p  o f  

s tu ltif ied  id io ts?  W e  n eed  n o t m arv el a t th is  a ttitu d e  o f  th e  w o rld , fo r  it h as  b een  p red ic ted  b y  o u r  L o rd  (c f. 

Jn . 1 5 :1 8  ff) . N ev erth e less , it is d ifficu lt to  liv e in  th e  p estilen tia l a tm o sp h ere o f  fa lse p rin c ip le s w ith o u t  

b eco m in g  co n tam in a ted .

T h e seco n d o b stac le to a tru ly C h ris tian  p h ilo so p h y an d  co n d uc t o f life o rig in a tes w ith th o se  

w h o m  S t. P au l ca lls, “ th e w o rld -m le rs o f th is d ark n ess” (E p h . 6 :1 2 ). T h ese sp irits a re th e ru lers o f  th a t 

w o rld  w h ich  is in im ical to C h ris t, an d  w h ich , co n seq u en tly , is s till su n k  in  th e d ark n ess an d  sh ad o w  o f  

d ea th . M aste rs o f d ecep tio n , th ey a re v ery ad ep t in  im p lan tin g in  o u r h earts th o se p lau sib le sh ib b o le th s  

w h ich  th e ir v o ta ries so  co n stan tly  d in  in to  o u r ea rs. T h ey  fo llo w  th e ir  lead e r, S a tan , th e  m aste r o f  a ll lia rs  



(c f. Jn . 8 :4 4 ). If  w e  a re  n o t ca re fu l, if  in  o u r  p rid e  w e  re ly  to o  m u ch  o n  o u r  o w n  w isd o m , w e  sh a ll su ccu m b  

to  th ese su g g estio n s an d  im p ercep tib ly ad o p t v iew s an d  p rin c ip le s d irec tly o p p o sed  to  C h ris t. H en ce , S t. 

P e ter  w arn s  u s  to  b e  o n  o u r  g u ard  ag a in s t th is  ad v ersa ry , w h o  co n tin u a lly  g o es  ab o u t seek in g  w h o m  h e  m ay  

d ev o u r (c f. 1 P e t. 5 :8 ). T h is sp irit, acco rd ing  to S t. P au l, is activ e in  a ll th e  ch ild ren  o f  u n b e lie f (c f. E p h . 

2 :2 ), W h o se  w isd o m  is  fo o lish n ess  w ith  G o d  (c f. 1 C o r. 3 :1 9 ).

T h e  w o rld  an d  th e  p rinces  o f  th is  w o rld , th e  ev il sp irits , h av e  a  p o w erfu l a lly  in  o u r  n a tu re  w ith  its  

in o rd in a te im p u lses an d  u n d isc ip lin ed  p assio n s . T h e  law  o f  o u r  m em b ers, w h ich  is o p p o sed  to  th e law  o f  

o u r m in d  (c f. R o m . 7 :2 3 ), d ark en s o u r in te llec t an d  p ro m p ts u s to  h o ld  d esirab le th a t w h ich  in  rea lity  is  

d e tes tab le . O u r d iso rd ered  in c lin a tio n s m ak e  u s  b lin d  w h en ev er th e re is q u estio n  o f  o b jects th a t cau se  u s  

e ith e r  p leasu re  o r  p a in . S in ce  m an y  th in g s  fo rb id d en  b y  G o d  a re  p leasan t to  o u r  fa llen  n a tu re  an d  it is  p a in ­

fu l to  can y  o u r  c ro ss d a ily  a fte r th e  ex am p le  o f  o u r S av io r, w e  seek  p re tex ts  to  av o id  th e  o n e  an d  to  a tta in  

th e o th e r. C o n seq u en tly , u n d er th e c ro ss-fire o f th e fa lse p rinc ip le s o f th e w o rld an d th e d ecep tiv e  

p ro m ptin gs  o f  th e  d ev il, o u r so u ls a re in  d an g er o f  su ffe rin g  se rio u s h arm . H o w ev er, w e  m u st n o t b eco m e  

d isco u rag ed ; w e  h av e  a  w ise  F rien d , w h o  can  co u n se l  u s  in  a ll d an g ers  an d  d ifficu ltie s, an d  w h o  w ill n ev er  

d en y  u s  H is  ass is tan ce  if  w e  g o  to  H im  w ith  co n fid ence.

2 . H e a r t o f  J e su s , in  w h o m  a r e  a ll th e  tr e a su r e s  o f  w is d o m  a n d  k n o w le d g e , h a v e  m e r c y  o n  u s !  

T h u s w e p ray  w h en  w e rec ite th e L itan y  o f  th e S acred  H eart. In  th e h eart o f  Jesu s d w ells th e  p erso na l, 

d iv in e W isd o m , w h ich  p o u rs in to  th e h u m an ity  o f C h ris t th e  fu lln ess o f  k n o w led g e. "A n d  th e W o rd  w as  

m ad e  flesh , an d  d w elt am o n g  u s , an d  w e  saw  H is  g lo ry  —  g lo ry  . . . fu ll o f  g race  an d  tru th ” (Jn . 1 :1 4 ). O n e  

m an  o n ly  co u ld  say w ith o u t b lasp h em y , “ I am  tire tru th ” (Jn . 1 4 :6 ). In  C h ris t Jesu s th e re is n o  e rro r o r  

ig n o ran ce, b u t o n ly  th e  c learest k n o w led g e  o f  th e  p ast, p resen t, an d  fu tu re . H e  k n o w s  o u r  th o u g h ts , w ish es , 

d esire s, re so lu tio n s, in ten tio n s, w o rd s, an d  d eed s. H e  k n o w s  th e  d ifficu ltie s  an d  tem p ta tio n s  w ith  w h ich  w e  

h av e  to  co n ten d , an d  sees h o w  en erg e tica lly o r  n eg lig en tly  w e  s triv e  ag a in s t th em . N o  p a in  th a t w e  en d u re  

is  h id d en  fro m  H im ; H e  is  a t o u r s id e  to  see  w h eth e r w e  ca rry  o u r  c ro ss  a fte r H is ex am p le  w ith  re sig n atio n  

an d  co u rag e , o r  w h eth e r  w e  m u rm u r an d  co m p la in  an d  o n ly  u n w illing ly  k eep  to  th e  w ay  o f  th e  c ro ss. O u r  

S av io r sees a ll o f u s in d iv id u a lly as if th a t o n e w ere th e o n ly o b jec t o f a ll H is a tten tio n . N o n ecess ity  

co m p e ls H im  to in terru p t ev en  fo r an  in stan t th is co n tem p la tio n . D ay an d  n ig h t H is g aze re sts u p o n  u s; 

n o th in g , g rea t o r  sm all, escap es  H im .

A n d  h o w  co u ld  it  b e  o th e rw ise?  W e  co n fess : “ I  b e liev e in  Jesu s C h ris t, w h o  w ill co m e  to  ju d g e  th e  

liv in g  an d  th e  d ead .” O u r  L o rd  sa id : “F o r n e ith e r d o th  th e  F a th e r  ju d g e  an y  m an , b u t a ll  ju d g m en t H e h as  

g iv en  to  th e S o n ” (Jn . 5 :2 2 ), b ecau se  H e  is th e  S o n  o f  m an  (c f. Jn . 5 :2 7 ); fo r s in ce H e  is  th e  R ed eem er o f  

a ll, it is  fittin g  th a t H e  sh o u ld  d em an d  an  acco u n t fro m  a ll o f  h o w  th ey  h av e  u sed  th e  g race  o f  red em p tio n . 

F o r th is reason . H e co m m an d ed  th e ap o stle s , as S t. P e ter em p hasizes , “ to p reach  to th e p eo p le , an d  to  

te s tify  th a t H e  it is  w h o  h as  b een  ap p o in ted  b y  G o d . to  b e  ju d g e  o f  th e  liv in g  an d  o f  th e  d ead ” (A cts 1 0 :4 2). 

“T h en  w ill H e  ren d er to  ev ery o n e  acco rd ing  to  h is co n d uc t” (M t. 1 6 :2 7 ). H e  w ill  ju d g e  n o t o n ly  ex tern a l 

d eed s (c f. M t. 2 5 :3 5  ff .) , b u t a ll w o rd s (c f. M t. 1 2 :3 6 ) an d  th o u g h ts . F o r  th e  th o u g h ts o f  th e  h eart a re  th e  

so u rce  o f  a ll s in  (c f. M t. 1 5 :1 9 ); th e  ex te rna l  ac t is s in fu l o n ly  in so fa r  as it p ro ceed s  fro m  an  ev il h eart, an d  

g o o d  o n ly  in so far  as  it  p ro ceeds  fro m  a  g o o d  h eart. O u r  S av io r ’s  an sw er  to  th e  b lasp h em ies  o f  th e  P h arisees 

m ak es  th is  p la in : “Y o u  b ro o d  o f  v ip e rs , h ow  can  y o u  sp eak  g o o d  tilin g s, w h en  y o u  a re  ev il?  F o r  o u t o f  th e  

ab u n d an ce  o f  th e  h eart  th e  m o u th  sp eak s . A  g o o d  m an  fro m  h is  g o o d  treasu re  b rin g s  fo rth  g o o d  th in g s: and  

th e  ev il m an  fro m  h is ev il treasu re  b rin g s fo rth  ev il th in g s” (M t. 1 2 :3 4 , 3 5 ). W h en  o u r  L o rd  w ill co m e  to  

ju d g e . H e  “w ill b rin g  to  lig h t th e  th ing s  h id d en  in  d ark n ess , an d  w ill m ak e  m an ifes t th e  co u n se ls o f  h earts”  

(1 C o r. 4 :5 ).



W h at co n c lu s io n  m u st w e  d raw  fro m  th e  fact th a t o u r S av io r is  ju d g e  o f  th e  w o rld ? S in ce  H e  is  a  

ju s t  ju d g e  (c f. 2  T im . 4 :8 ) an d  H is  ju d g m en ts  a re  ju s t (c f. 2  T h ess . 1 :5  ff) , an d  s in ce  H e ren d ers  to  a ll th e  

p ro p er th in g s acco rd in g to th e ir w o rk s (c f. 2 C o r. 5 :1 0 ), it fo llo w s th a t H e m u st p o ssess an  accu rate  

k n o w led g e  o f  a ll o u r  th o u g h ts , d esire s, an d  d eed s  w ith  a ll th e ir  c ircu m stan ces; fo r  n o  m an  can  ju d g e  ju s tly  

in  a  cau se  o f  w h ich  h e  k n o w s  n o th in g . H en ce  o u r Ju d g e  say s  o f  H im self: “A n d  if  I d o  ju d g e . M y  ju d g m en t  

is tru e ’ (Jn . 8 :1 6 ). “ I am  H e  th a t sea rch es d esire s an d  h earts, an d  I w ill g iv e  to  each  o f  y o u  acco rd ing  to  

y o u r  w o rk s” (A p o c . 2 :2 3 ). C o n seq u en tly , o u r  S av io r  k n o w s  u s  th ro u g h  an d  th ro u g h , o u r  in te rn a l as  w ell as  

ex te rna l  d eed s; H e  w atch es  o v er  u s  co n stan tly , n o th in g  escap es  H is  v ig ilan ce , an d  n o th in g  is  fo rg o tten .

3 . O u r S a v io r w a tc h e s o v e r u s d u r in g  o u r  s o jo u rn  h e r e  b e lo w  n o t a s o u r  J u d g e b u t a s o u r  

R e d e e m e r . “ I h av e  n o t co m e  to  ju d g e  th e  w o rld , b u t to  sav e  th e  w o rld ” (Jn . 1 2 :4 7). T h e  ju d g m en t co m es  

o n ly  a fter  d ea th  (c f. H eb . 9 :2 7 ). H ere  b e low  th e  w isd o m  an d  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s is a  treasu re  

o n  w h ich  a ll w h o  fly  to  H im  co n fid en tly  as  to  th e ir  frien d  m ay  d raw  in  a ll d o u b ts  an d  d ifficu ltie s . Jesu s is  

th e lig h t “w h ich en lig h ten e th ev ery m an th a t co m eth in to th is w o rld ” (Jn . 1 :3 ) w h o w ish es to b e  

en lig h ten ed . If  w e  s tan d  in  n eed  o f  th e  ligh t o f  life  —  an d  w e  a ll d o  —  le t u s  g o  to  Jesu s, an d  p ray  w ith  th e  

C h u rch : “O  Jesu s, L ig h t o f  sa lv atio n , en lig h ten  th e  d ep th s o f  o u r so u ls .” [fo o tn o te : “O  so l sa lu tis, in tim is , 

Jesu , re fu lg e  m en tib u s.” In  L en t a t L au d s .] If  H e, w h o  is lig h t p erso n ified , is  o u r  F rien d , w e  cann o t s tray  in  

d ark n ess .

O f  co u rse , o u r S av io r h as ap p o in ted  h u m an  teach e rs an d  co u n se lo rs w h o se d irec tio n  w e  m ay  an d  

sh o u ld  fo llo w . H e h as g iv en  th e  teach in g  b o d y  o f  H is C h u rch  th e g rea te s t au th o rity  th a t it m ay  in fa llib ly  

p o in t o u t fo r  u s  th e  p a th  to  sa lv a tio n . H e  h as g iv en  u s  in  H is  p rie s ts , an d  m o re  esp ecia lly  in  o u r  co n fesso rs, 

g u id es o f  so u ls en d o w ed  w ith  a  sp ec ia l g race o f  o ffice to  lead  th e  so u ls co n fid ed  to  th e ir  ca re  to  san c tity ' 

an d  b ea titu d e . H en ce , to  m ain ta in  th a t it is p o ssib le  to  co n d uc t th e  b u sin ess o f  sa lv a tio n  im m ed iate ly  an d  

ex c lu s iv e ly w ith o u r S av io r an d to d isp en se w ith th ese h u m an  a id s is e rro n eo u s an d o p p o sed to th e  

d o c trin es  o f  C h ris t. O n e  w h o  is  n o t w illin g  to  m ak e  u se  o f  th e  o rd in a ry  m ean s  in s titu ted  b y  C h rist w ill w ait 

in  v a in  fo r  ex trao rd in ary  assis tan ce; o n e  w h o  w ish es  to  g u id e  h im self  b y  h is  o w n  p ru d en ce  is certa in  fro m  

th e  s ta rt th a t h e  w h o  lead s is n o  w ise r  th an  h e  w h o  is  led ; o n e  w h o  co n d em n s  th e  ex tern a l m eans  ap p o in ted  

b y  C h ris t an d  w ish es to  b e g u id ed  b y im ie r ex p erien ces a lo n e , th ro w s th e d o o r w id e o p en  to  th e w o rst 

d ecep tio n s . N o , an y o n e  w h o  w ish es to  b e in te rio rly  en lig h ten ed  b y  C h rist m u st firs t b eco m e an  o b ed ien t 

ch ild  o f  th e C h u rch . W h en  o u r S av io r firs t rev ea led  to S t. M arg aret M ary  A laco q ue  th e d ev o tio n  to  th e  

S acred  H eart, H e  in s is ted  repea ted ly  th a t sh e  w as  to  b e  sc ru p u lo u sly  o b ed ien t to  h er  ecc lesia stica l su p erio rs  

an d  w as  to  fo llo w  fa ith fu lly  th e  ad v ice  o f  h er  co n fesso r.

B u t if  w e a re p o ssessed  o f  su ch  a  tru ly  C ath o lic h ab it o f  th o u g h t an d  ac tio n , w c  m ay  b o ld ly  ask  

an d  ex p ec t th a t th e  w isd o m  o f  H is d iv in e h eart w ill g ran t u s lig h t an d  s tren g th in  a ll th e o b scu ritie s  an d  

d ifficu ltie s  o f  life .

S t. P au l, in  h is le tter  to  th e  C o rin th ian s, ex p la in s h o w  th e  ac tiv ity  o f  C h rist is  co rre la ted  w ith  th a t 

o f H is m in is ters . H e w rite s : I h av e so w n  th e seed  o f fa ith in  y o u r m id st b y m y p reac liin g , A p o llo h as  

w atered it b y h is ad v ice an d  ad m o n itio n s ; b u t th e in c rease co m es fro m  th e L o rd (c f. 1 C o r. 3 :6 ). A ll 

ex te rna l p reac liin g  o f  m en  w o u ld  b e  u se less if  g race d id  n o t en lig h ten  m en  in te rio rly . S i. A u g u stin e h as  

w ell sa id : “T h e  M aste r  W h o  teach es is  w ith in ; C h rist teach es, H is in sp ira tio n  teach es. W h en  H is  in sp ira tio n  

an d  H is  g race  a re  w an tin g , ex te rn a l w o rd s  a re  sp o k en  in  v a in .” [fo o tn o te : S t. A u g u stin e . In i  J o a n . T r a c t . 3 , 

n . 1 8 .] T h is is th e  d o c trin e , to o , w h ich  C h ris t im p ressed  o n  H is ap o stle s w h en  h e sa id : "W ith o u t M e  y o u  

can  d o  n o th in g ” (Jn . 1 5 :5 ). It is an  a rtic le o f  fa ith  th a t th e g race o f  G o d  is n ecessa ry fo r ev ery sa lu ta ry  



th o u g h t, [fo o tn o te : D en z in g er-B an n w art. E n c h ir id io n , n . 1 8 0 .] T h e  teach in g  o f  th e C h u rch , th e ad v ice  o f  

d irec to rs  o f  so u ls  av a il n o th in g  w ith o u t th e  g race  o f  G o d .

In  tim es o f tem p ta tio n , h o w ev er, th e re is o rd in a rily n o o n e to ad v ise an d h e lp u s b u t Jesu s . 

F req u en tiy  d o u b ts  an d  d ifficu ltie s a rise  w h ich  m u st b e  so lv ed  a t o n ce  b efo re  w e  can  ask  an y o n e  fo r  ad v ice . 

T h e ap p lica tio n o f g en era l p rin c ip le s to p articu lar cases, th e w ise w eig h in g  o f a ll c ircu m stan ces , is n o t 

a lw ay s easy . U n less  w e  b e  en lig h ten ed  b y  g race , w e sh a ll ce rta in ly  m ak e  m istak es. A n  an cien t co u n c il o f  

th e  C h u rch  teach es: “W h en ev er  w e  co n sid er w ell, an d  av o id  fau lts an d  s in s , w e d o  so  b ecau se o f  g race.”  

[fo o tn o te : C o n e . A rau sic ., II , can . 9 ; D en z in g er-B an n w art, E n c h ir id io n , n . 1 8 2 .] W e o u g h t to  p ray  d a ily : 

“L ead  u s  n o t in to  tem p ta tio n ,”  th a t is , d o  n o t  p erm it u s  to  su ccu m b  to  tem p ta tio n . O u r  L o rd  te lls  u s  th a t W e  

o u g h t a lw ay s  to  p ray , an d  n o t lo se  h eart (c f. L k . 1 8 :1 ).

W e a re a ll b eset b y  d ifficu ltie s . H u m an  frien d s o ften  fa il to ad v ise u s co rrec tly fo r th e s im p le  

reaso n  th a t th ey a re u n ab le  to d o so . O u r d iv in e F rien d  is a lw ay s p rep a red  to g iv e ad v ice , an d  d o es so  

w illin g ly  to a ll th o se  w h o ea rn es tly an d in  a ll co n fid en ce tu rn  to H is S acred  H eart. S t. M arg are t M ary  

A laco q ue co m p ares H is d iv in e H eart to an  ex h au stie ss fo u n ta in  w h en ce “ flo w  lo v e an d  lig h t fo r th o se  

p erfec t frien d s w h o m  H e w ish es to  u n ite to  H im se lf, in  o rd e r to co m m u n icate  to  th em  H is w isd o m  and  

p rinc ip le s  th a t th ey  m ay  d ev o te  th em se lv es  h eart an d  so u l to  g lo rify  H im .” O u r  S av io r  d o es  n o t u se  au d ib le  

lan g u ag e  in  sp eak in g  to  u s , b u t ray s  o f  in te rn a l illu m in atio n . B y  th ese  H e  m ak es  a ll th in g s  to  ap p ea r  as  th ey  

rea lly a re : m ate ria l g o o d s in  th e ir n o th in g n ess, h eav en ly treasu res in  th e ir sp len d o r, s in  in  its u g liness , 

v irtue  in  its ex ce llen ce . H e  teach es  u s  in  su ch  w ise  th a t w e  a re  n o t sa tis fied  w ith  m ere ly  k n o w in g , b u t th a t, 

as S t. P ro sp e r w ell say s: "W e s triv e  a fte r th o se  tilin g s  th a t w e  fo rm erly  av o id ed , lo v e  th o se  th a t o n ce  w e  

h a ted , h u n g er a fte r th o se tilin g s w h ich b efo re cau sed u s n au sea ; in fin e , tran sfo rm ed  b y a w o n d erfu l 

ch an g e , th e  th in g s th a t w ere h id d en  a re m ad e m an ifest to  u s; th e  d ifficu lt is m ad e  easy ; th e  b itter, sw eet; 

d ark n ess, lig h t.” [fo o tn o te : S t. P ro sp e r. C o n tr a  C o llâ t , c . 7 . n . 2 .]

T h e in s tru ctio n w h ich o u r S av io r im p arts is w ith o u t p aralle l; it d isp enses w ith a ll ex te rn a l 

a rg u m en ts  an d  y e t is  m o re  e ffec tiv e  th an  h u m an  e lo q u en ce . T h e  P ro p h et Isa ia s  h ad  p ro ph esied  o f  th e  fu tu re  

k in g d om  o f  G o d : “A ll th y  ch ild ren  sh a ll b e  tau g h t o f  th e  L o rd ” (Isa . 5 4 :1 3 ); an d  C h ris t a ffirm ed  th a t th is  

p ro p h ecy fo u n d  its fu lfillm en t in  H im se lf (c f. Jn . 6 :4 5 ). H e is m ad e u n to  u s w isd o m  o f  G o d  (c f. 1 C o r. 

1 :3 0 ). If  w e  p o ssess  th is  w isd o m , w e  a rc rich  in  life -g iv in g  k n o w led g e , fa r  b ey o nd  an y th in g  th a t th e  w o r ld  

can  co m p reh en d . F o r th is is " th e  u n sea rch ab le rich es  o f  C h ris t” w h o se  b read th  tran scen d s  th e  lim its  o f  th e  

u n iv e rse , w h o se  len g th  ex ten d s  th ro u g h  a ll ag es , w h o se  h e ig h t reach es  u p  ev en  u n to  h eav en , w h o se  d ep th  is  

th e  ab y ss  o f  th e  d iv in e  m ercy  in  o u r  reg ard  (c f. E p h . 3 :8 -1 8 ).

L et u s  th en  fe rv en tly  an d  fa ith fu lly  w o rsh ip  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s, an d  w e  sh a ll ab u n d an tiy  d raw  fro m  

th is  fo u n ta in  th e  w aters  o f  sa lv a tio n  u n to  e tern a l life .

C H A P T E R  V II I

A  P o w erfu l F rien d

“A llp o w e r  in  h e a v e n  a n d  o n  e a r th



h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  to  m e ”  (M t. 2 8 :1 8 ) .

1 . T h e  o m n ip o te n c e  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  J e su s . It is an  a rtic le  o f  fa ith  th a t C h ris t as G o d  is o m n ip o ten t, 

an d  th a t ev en  as m an  H e h as a ll p o w er  in  h eav en  an d  o n  ea rth . C o n seq u en tly , in  Jesu s w e  h av e  a  F rien d  

w h o se  p o w er  is  g rea te r  th an  th a t w h ich  an y  c rea tu re  ev er  p o ssessed  o r  w ill p o ssess . S t. Jo h n  th e  E v an g e lis t, 

as w e read  in  th e A p o ca ly p se , h eard  th e  an g els an d  sa in ts o f  h eav en  s in g : “W o rth y  is  th e  L am b  w h o  w as  

s la in  to  rece iv e  p o w er. . . . A n d  ev ery  c rea tu re , th a t is  in  h eav en  an d  o n  th e  earth  an d  u n d er th e  ea rth , an d  

su ch  as  a re  in  th e  sea, an d  a ll th a t a re  in  th em ; I h eard  a ll say in g : ...  to  th e  L am b  . . . d o m in io n  fo r  ev er  an d  

ev er” (A p o c . 5 :1 2 , 1 3 ). Jesu s  is  th e  K in g  o f  k in g s  an d  th e  L o rd  o f  lo rd s , w h o  ru le s  w ith  re sis tle ss  p o w er  th e  

d estin ie s  o f  in d iv id u a ls  an d  n a tio n s  (c f. A p o c . 1 9 :1 5 . 1 6 ).

It is n o t o u r  p u rp o se h ere  to  co n sid e r th e  o m n ip o ten ce o f  Jesu s as a  d iv in e  a ttrib u te  ca lcu la ted  to  

fill u s  w ith  w o n d er an d  te rro r. N ev erth e le ss , w e  m u st n o t fo rg e t th a t o u r  S av io r, h o w ev er  m u ch  H e  m ay  b e  

o u r F rien d , a lw ay s rem ain s th a t M ajesty  b efo re w h o se  ju d g m en t sea t w e m u st a ll o n e d ay ap p ea r, an d  

w h o se  ju d g m en t n o  m an  can  re s is t.

L et u s  co n sid e r, ra the r, th a t o m n ip o ten ce  w h ich  is so  in tim a te ly  co nn ected  w ith  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  

S acred  H eart, th e o m n ip o ten ce  o f  th e  lo v e o f  Jesus . T h a t lo v e is a  titan ic  fo rce , w e k n o w  n o t o n ly  fro m  

ex p erien ce  —  as  th e  sacrifices  an d  h ero ic  d eed s  p ro m p ted  b y  a  m o th er ’s lo v e  o r  C h ris tian  ch arity  te s tify  —  

—  b u t a lso  fro m  H o ly  W rit, w h ere  w e  read : “L o v e  is s tro n g  as d ea th ” (C an t. 8 :6 ). C h arity  “b ears w ith  a ll 

tilin g s.” S t. P au l te lls  u s . an d  “n ev er  fa ils” (1 C o r. 1 3 :7 , 8 ). It w as S t. P au l’s g rea t lo v e  fo r  th e  C o rin th ian s  

w h ich  m ad e  h im  an x io u s  to  b e  sacrificed  fo r  th e ir  sa lv atio n , ev en  th o u g h  h e  sh o u ld  reap  o n ly  in g ratitu d e  a t 

th e ir  h an d s  (c f. 2  C o r. 1 2 :1 5 ).

W h en  th e  fire  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  co n su m es a  h u m an  h eart as  it d id  th e  h earts  o f  th e  g reat sa in ts , it 

n e ith e r  k n o w s  lim its  n o r  w eig h s  co n seq u en ces , b u t  b ecom es a  d iv in e  m ad n ess . B u t it  is  m adn ess  o n ly  w h en  

co n sid e red  in  th e  co ld  lig h t o f  reaso n  a lo n e , b u t n o t w h en  co n sid e red  b efo re  G o d , w h o  is  ch arity  itse lf  (c f. 1  

Jn . 4 :8 ) an d  w h o , fo r  lo v e  o f  u s , h u m b led  H im self  ev en  to  th e  fo lly  o f  th e  c ro ss .

S t. A u g u stin e , w h o  is freq u en tly  rep resen ted  h o ld in g  a  h eart in  h is h an d  as a  sy m b o l o f  h is g reat 

lo v e  fo r G o d  an d  liis n e ig h b o r, w as  w o n t to  rep ea t th a t o n ly  th o se  u n d ers tan d  th e  lan g u ag e  o f  lo v e  w h o  a re  

th em se lv es  co n su m ed  w ith  lo v e . A n d  as  a  m atte r o f  fac t, w h en  w e  read  w h at h e  an d  o th e r  sa in ts h av e  to  say  

o f  lo v e , w e  can  eas ily  u n d ers tan d h o w  su ch  lan g u age  m u st ap p ea r to  b e  sen se less  b ab b le to  o n e  w h o  h as  

n o t ex p erien ced  w h at it m eans  to  lo v e  G o d . T h e  so u l th a t seek s G o d , say s S t. A u g u stin e , " lo v es , is  o n  fire , 

g lo w s, tread s  u n d er  fo o t a ll sen sib le  p leasu res , an d  p ro ceed s  o n  h er  w ay . S h e  m eets w ith  d ifficu ltie s , fears , 

h o rro rs, th rea ts  —  d o w n  w ith  th em ! S h e  co n q u ers  an d  g o es  o n . O h , th is  lo v in g , th is  p ro g ress in g , th is  lo s in g  

o f  o n ese lf , o h . th is  g o in g  to  G o d ! 'F o r h e  th a t w ill sav e  h is life , sh a ll lo se  it; an d  h e  th a t sh a ll lo se  h is life  

fo r M y sak e, sh a ll fin d it. ’ T h is is th e w eapo n  w ith  w h ich th e lo v e r o f th e U n seen  B eau ty m u st a rm  

h im se lf.” [fo o tn o te : S t. A u g u stin e . S e r m o  1 5 9 , n . 8 ]

S t. Jo h n  C h ry so sto m  in  h is co m m en tary  o n  th e  w o rd s, "P au l, a  p riso ne r  o f  C h ris t,” rem ark s: “T o  

b e  in  ch ain s  fo r C h ris t is m o re g lo rio u s  th an  to  b e  an  ap o stle , o r  a  teach e r, o r  an  ev an g e list. H e  w h o  tru ly  

lo v es C h ris t w ill u n d ers tan d  m y  w o rd s . O n e  w h o  is  b esid e  h im se lf  fo r C h ris t, w h o  is o n  fire  w ith  lo v e  fo r  

C h ris t, k n o w s th e v a lu e o f  fe tte rs b o rn e fo r H is sak e. H e w o u ld  ra th e r  b e fe ttered  fo r C h ris t th an  b e in  

h eav en . . . . A n d  ev en  if  h e  w ere  to  rece iv e  n o  reco m p en se  fo r  h is  p a in s, th e  m ere  su ffe rin g  o f  h ard sh ip s  fo r  

th e O b jec t o f liis lo v e w o u ld b e a g rea t rew ard an d su ffic ien t reco m p ense . ... A ll th o se th a t lo v e  



u n d ers tan d  m y  w o rd s .” [fo o tn o te : Jo h n  C h ry so sto m , in  E p h . h o r n . 8 , n . 1 .] S t. Jo h n  C h ry so sto m  w as s in ce re  

w h en  h e w ro te th ese w o rd s, fo r h e su ffe red  im p riso n m en t fo r C h ris t an d c ro w n ed  th e d isco m fo rts o f  

cap tiv ity  w ith  h ero ic  d ea th .

W h at  a  P au l, a  C h ry so sto m , an  A u g u stin e , h ad  to  say  o f  th e  p o w er o f  lo v e , w as  n o t em p ty  o ra to ry ; 

ra th er th e ir  w o rd s  w ere  b u t a  feeb le ex p ressio n  o f  th e ir  d eed s. T o  k n o w  n o th in g  an d  to  es teem  n o th in g  b u t  

C h ris t, to  liv e , w o rk , su ffe r, an d  d ie  fo r C h ris t; th is  is  w h at th ey , an d  m an y  th o u san d s lik e  th em , h av e  d o n e  

th ro u g h  th e  p o w er  o f  lo v e . T h e  p y res  o f  th e  m arty rs  a re  fie ry  m eteo rs  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d , an d  th e  d eath  o f  

each  sa in t is th e co n su m m atio n  o f a  w h o le b u rn t o ffe rin g o n  th e a ltar o f tire lo v e o f G o d . W aters o f  

tr ib u la tio n  h av e h u rled  th em se lv es  o n  th is fire o f  lo v e , b u t h av e  b een  u n ab le  to ex tin g u ish  it; s tream s o f  

ad v ers ity h av e su rged o v er it, b u t h av e su cceed ed  o n ly in  ra is ing  it th e m o re q u ick ly h eav en w ard . A ll 

th ing s  p ass ; lo v e  o n ly  rem ain s, fo r  it  is s tro n g er  th an  d ea th .

If  th e  p o w er  o f  lo v e  in  h u m an  h earts  is  so  g rea t, w h o  can  co m p reh en d  w h at it m u st  b e  in  th e  h eart  

o f  o u r  S av io r?  A ll o u r  s tan d ard s  h ere  fa il u s , fo r  it is  a  p o w er  th a t  is  im m easu rab le . B ecau se  th e  h eart o f  o u r 

S av io r is  th e  n o b lest o f  h earts, it can  lo v e  as n o  o th e r; b u t b ecau se it is  th e  h eart o f  th e  m ed ia to r b e tw een  

G o d  an d  m an, it m u st lo v e  as  n o  o th e r.

2 . T h e  g r e a t  c a p a c ity  fo r  lo v e  o f  o u r  S a v io r  is  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  H is  m is s io n  a s  M e d ia to r  b e tw e e n  

G o d  a n d  m a n . T h e p rim o rd ia l re la tio n  o f  frien dsh ip  b e tw een  G o d  an d  m an , w h en  G o d  w alk ed  w ith  m en  

an d  lo v ed  th em , w as ru p tu red  b y  th e  s in  o f  o u r  first p aren ts. A  g rea t g u lf  o p en ed  b e tw een  G o d  an d  m an ; 

w h ere  lo v e o n ce  re ig n ed , en m ity  flo w  h e ld  sw ay . A n d  th is g u lf  w as co n stan tly  w id en ed  b y  th e co u n tless  

s in s w h ich  th e  d escend an ts  o f  A d am  ad d ed  to  th a t firs t s in . T h is fa llen  an d  as y e t u n red eem ed race w as  

co m p ared  b y S t. A u g u stin e to a s lim y s tream  w h ich  b ecam e ev er s lim ie r as it flo w ed th ro u g h  filth y  

ch an n e ls  aw ay  fro m  G o d  to w ard  h e ll.

Y et th e m ercy o f  G o d  p rev ailed  o v er th e rig o r o f  H is  ju s tice . G o d  d e te rm in ed  to m ak e it ag a in  

p o ssib le  fo r  m en  to  lo v e  H im , an d  to  d o  th is  in  a  m o st d e licate  m an n er, o n e  w h ich  w o u ld  n o t d ero g ate  fro m  

th e  d ig n ity  o f  m an . H e  g av e  m en  a  M ed ia to r th ro u g h  w h o m  th ey  w o u ld  b e  ab le  to  a to n e  fo r  th e ir  in fid elity  

an d  b eco m e  o n ce  m o re  frien d s  o f  G o d . H e  m ig h t h av e  p ard o n ed  s in  w ith o u t  m ed iatio n , b u t  th a t w o u ld  h av e  

b een  a p u re g ift o f g race to w h ich  m en w o u ld  h av e co n trib u ted  n o th in g  to reh ab ilita te th e p rim o rd ia l 

re la tio n  o f  frien d sh ip . H en ce , G o d  ap p o in ted  a  m ed ia to r b e tw een  G o d  an d  m an  so  th a t m en  m ig h t a to n e  fo r  

th e ir s in s th ro u g h  H im  an d  so  m ak e  am en d s fo r  th e  p ast. T h is m ed iato r is o u r S av io r, th e G o d -m an  Jesu s  

C h ris t. “O n e  m ed ia to r b e tw een  G o d  an d  m an , H im self  m an , C h ris t Jesu s” (1  T im . 2 :5 ). A s G o d  H e  sh a red  

th e  n a tu re o f  th e  F a th er; as m an  H e sh a res o u r  h u m an  n a tu re ; h en ce, H e is a  m ed iato r b e tw een  G o d  an d  

m an  a t en m ity  w ith  G o d .

It is essen tia l th a t a  m ed iato r o ccu p y a  p o sitio n  m id w ay  b e tw een  b o th  ad v ersa rie s an d  seek  to  

reco n c ile th em . H en ce G o d , as G o d , can no t b e m edia to r, s in ce H e is th e o n e w h o m  s in fu l m an h as  

an tag o n ized , an d  n o  o n e  can  m ed iate  w ith  h im self; fo r  th is  an o th er is n ecessary , as S t. P au l ex p ressly  te lls  

u s  (c f. G al. 3 :2 0 ). T h is  o th e r  is  th e  m an  C h ris t Jesu s, C h ris t acco rd in g  to  H is  h u m an  n a tu re .

H e  is  a  m an  o f  th e  race  o f  A d am , b u t u n tou ch ed  b y  th e  s in  o f  A d am , en tire ly  p u re , h o ly , an d  in  n o  

n eed  o f  red em p tio n . H en ce , H e  w as  ab le  to  p erfo rm  a  w o rk  a lto g eth e r p leas in g  to  G o d  fo r  H is  b ro th e rs in  

th e  fle sh  as  a  sa tis fac tio n  fo r  th e ir  s in s; an d  b ecau se  H e  is  a t th e  sam e  tim e  a  d iv in e  p erso n , th is  sa tisfac tio n  

w as o f  in fin ite  v a lu e in  th e  s ig h t o f  G o d  an d  w as  su ffic ien t  to  co u n te rb a lan ce  an d  a to n e  fo r  th e  s in s o f  th e  

w h o le  w o rld .

W h at w as th is sa tisfacto ry ac t th ro u g h  w h ich  C h ris t o b ta ined  fo r u s o n ce m o re th e g race an d  

frien dsh ip  o f G o d ? It w as in d eed  H is b itte r  p ass io n  an d  d ea th  to g e th e r w ith  a ll th e  o th e r g o o d  w o rk s H e  



p erfo rm ed  d u rin g  H is life  o n  ea rth . B u t th e  so u l o f  a ll th ese  w o rk s  w as  H is  lo v e  o f  G o d  w h ich  sp u rred  H im  

o n  to  d o  an d  to  su ffe r  a ll th ese  tilin g s, b ecau se  th ey  w ere  p leas in g  to  G o d . “B u t ... th a t th e  w o rld  m ay  k n o w  

th a t I lo v e  th e  F a th er: an d  th a t I d o  as  th e  F a th e r  h as  co m m an d ed  M e” (Jn . 1 4 :3 1).

N ev er  d id  m an  lo v e  G o d  as  th e  S acred  H eart  o f  Jesu s lo v ed  h im . A n d  m o re , if  w e  im ag in e  th e  lo v e  

o f  a ll th e  an g els an d  sa in ts an d  ev en  o f  th e B lessed  V irg in  M aiy  u n ited in to  o n e g reat lo v e o f  G o d , tiiis  

w o u ld  b e  b u t a  tin y  sp a rk  w h en  co m p ared  w ith  th e  lo v e  w h ich  b u m s  in  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s. A n d  th e  reaso n  

fo r  th is  is  th a t m en  h av e  rece iv ed  each  g race  an d  v irtu e  fro m  th e  fu llness  o f  th e  S av io r, as S t. Jo h n  te s tif ie s  

(c f. Jn . 1 :1 6 ); an d  th a t th e an g e ls , as S t. P au l teach es, a re , w h en  co m p ared w ith C h ris t, b u t u n w o rth y  

se rv an ts w h o m u st fa ll d o w n  b efo re H im  in  ad o ra tio n  (c f. H eb . l:6 ff) . N o w , s in ce lo v e is th e h ig h est 

sp iritu a l g o o d (c f. C o r. 1 3 ), th e lo v e o f G o d  w h ich  fills th e h eart o f C h ris t m u st su rpass th a t o f a ll th e  

an g els  in  th e  sam e  d eg ree  in  w h ich  H e  su rp asses  th em , th a t  is  in fin ite ly .

N o w , can  th e  h eav en ly  F a th er re fu se  ev en  a  s in g le requ est to  th a t h eart w h ich  lo v es H im  m o re  

th an  a ll o th e r c rea tu res lo v e H im ? Im p o ssib le! C h ris t ad d resses H is h eav en ly  F a th er in  th ese w o rd s: “ I  

k n ew  th a t T h o u  a lw ay s h eares t m e (Jo h n  1 1 :4 2 ). T h e  p ray er o f  Jesu s C  h ris t, th e  H ig h  P ries t o f  th e  N ew  

T estam en t, is h eard  b ecau se o f  rev e ren ce (c f. H eb . 5 :7 ), an d  b ecau se  o f  H is lo v in g  se lf-su rren d er to  H is  

h eav en ly  F a th er. T h e  lo v e  o f  C h ris t is  a ll-p o w erfu l  w ith  G o d  w ith  w h o m  it  in te rced es .

T h e lo v e o f th e S av io r is o m n ipo ten t a lso w ith  re sp ec t to m an  fo r w h o m  it in te rced es . F o r u s  

p ilg rim s  o n  ea rth  C h ris t is n o t y e t a  ju d g e , b u t o n ly  a  red eem er (c f. Jn . 1 2 :4 7). L o v e is th e  p o w er w h ich  

d w ells  an d  o p erate s  in  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s. W h en  S t. P au l say s  th a t G o d ’s lo v e  im p e ls  u s  (c f. 2  C o r. 5 :1 4 ), h e  

sp eak s o n ly  o f  a  sp ark  o f  th a t im m en se  fire  w h ich  b u m s  in  th e  h eart o f  Jesus . T h e S acred  H eart o f  Jesus , 

fro m  th e  firs t m o m en t o f  Its  b e ing , w as  co n su m ed  b y  a  s in g le  d esire  —  th e  d esire  to  b estow  H is  g ifts  o n  a ll 

m en . L o v e  fo r  u s  is  th e  p o ten t  fo rce  w h ich  co n tin u a lly  co m p e ls  o u r  S av io r  to  sh o w er  H is  b less in g s  u p o n  u s . 

L et u s  try  to  realize  th is  fac t: O u r S av io r is m ed iato r b e tw een  G o d  an d  m an . B ecau se  o f  H is lo v e  fo r G o d  

H e  o b ta in s  fro m  H im  w h atev er  H e  w ish es; b ecau se  o f  H is  lo v e  fo r  m en  H e  d esire s  fo r  th em  a ll th a t is  g o o d  

an d  sa lu tary . Is n o t o u r S av io r, th en , an  o m n ipo ten t  F rien d  in  v irtu e  o f  su ch  lo v e  R ecall h o w  th e  A p o stie  

b o ld ly  ch a llen g es th e  w o rld  an d  ask s if  it can  p rev a il ag a in s t su ch  lo v e . W h o  w ill co n d em n  u s?  C h ris t Jesu s  

d ied  fo r u s; fo r u s H e ro se ag ain  fro m  th e d ead ; H e is sea ted  a t th e rig h t h an d  o f th e M o st H ig h  an d  

in te rced es  fo r  u s . W h at can  sep ara te  u s  fro m  H is  lo v e?  (C f. R o m . 8 :3 4 , 3 5 .) H e  h as lo v ed  m e  an d  d e liv ered  

H im self fo r m e (c f. G al. 2 :2 0 ). In  a ll  ju s tice o u r S av io r co u ld  ad d ress th ese  w o rd s  to  S t. M arg are t M ary : 

“B eh o ld  th is  h eart, w h ich  h as  lo v ed  m en  so  m u ch  th a t it sp a red  n o  p a in s, b u t ex h au sted  an d  co nsu m ed  itse lf 

to  p ro v e  to  m en  its  lo v e .”

3 . W h a t m u s t w e  d o  in  o r d e r  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  e f fe c ts  o f  th is  o m n ip o te n t lo v e ?  W e m u st b e  

p rep a red  to  accep t it. G races a re n o t fo rced  u p o n  u s . A g ain  an d  ag ain  o u r S av io r m ad e it c lear th a t o u r 

re la tio n  to  H im  d ep en d s  o n  o u r  o w n  free  w ill: “ If  th o u  w ilt b e  M y  d isc ip le ,” “ if  th o u  w ilt fo llo w  M e,” “ if  

th o u  w ilt en te r  th e  k in g d o m  o f  h eav en ,” “ if  th o u  w ilt  b e  p erfec t.”  T h e  w o rd s  H e  ad d ressed  to  Je ru sa lem , H e  

a lso  ad d resses  to  a ll th o se  w h o  d o  n o t rece iv e  H is  g races : “ I  w o u ld ,.. . b u t  y o u  w o u ld  n o t” (c f. M t. 2 3 :3 7 ).

In d ifference  to  th e  g ifts  o f  G o d  incap ac ita tes  u s  fo r  th e ir  recep tio n . W e  m u st d esire  th em  ea rn es tly , 

w e  m u st h u ng er  an d  th irs t fo r  th em . "H e  h a th  filled  th e  h u n g ry ' w ith  g o o d  tilin g s”  th e  B lessed  V irg in  san g  

in  th e  M ag n ifica t. “ If  an y o n e  th irs t, le t h im  co m e  to  M e  an d  d rin k .” sa id  o u r  S av io r (Jn . 7 :3 7 ). A n d  ag a in : 

"B lessed  a re th ey  th a t h u n g er  an d  th irs t fo r  ju s tice : fo r th ey sh a ll b e sa tis fied ” (M t. 5 :6 ). B u t o v er th o se  

w h o  a re  sa ted  w ith  m ateria l  g o o d s  an d  sen su al  g ra tifica tio n s, H e  p ro n ou n ces  th e  w o e: “W o e  to  y o u  w h o  a re  

filled : fo r y o u  sh a ll h u n g er” (L k . 6 :2 5 ). ft is a  ju s t p u n ish  m en t fo r su ch  b ase d isd a in o f th e h eav en ly  

b an q u e t  th a t  n o n e  o f  th o se  in v ited  w ill  b e  ad m itted  to  th e  b an q u e t  o f  e te rn a l b liss. In  lik e  m an n er  th o se w h o  



care less ly  say  o f  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart: “T h a t is  n o t fo r  m e, it d o es n o t su it m e,” ro b  th em se lves  

o f  a  sh a re  o f  th o se  w o n d erfu l g races  w h ich  o u r  S av io r  h as  p repa red  fo r  u s  in  it.

B y  m eans  o f  th is  d ev o tio n , o u r S av io r  d esire s to  ex erc ise th e  o m n ip o ten ce  o f  H is lo v e  fo r  u s . an d  

to  d irec t in to  o u r  so u ls s tream s  o f  g race  fro m  th e in fin ite  sea o f  th e G o d h ead . B u t o f  w h at av ail is  th is , if  

o u r  h eart is filled  w ith  ea rth ly  lo n g in g s an d  d esire s?  “Y o u  can n o t se rve  tw o  m aste rs.” say s o u r  L o rd , “y o u  

can n o t se rv e G o d  an d  m am m o n , th a t is , ea rth ly  treasu res . If  y o u r ey e is fix ed  u p o n  o n e  m aste r, th en  y o u  

n eg lec t th e  o th e r” (c f. M t. 6 :2 4 ). A n d  S t. Jam es, th e  A p o stle , w rite s : “T h e  frien dsh ip  o f  th is  w o rld  is  en m ity  

w ith  G o d ” (Jas. 4 :4 ). W e n eed  n o t a ttem p t to  m ak e  th e  im p o ss ib le  p o ssib le , to  b e  a t o n e  an d  th e  sam e  tim e  

ch ild ren  o f  G o d  an d  ch ild ren  o f  th is w o rld . If  o u r  d iv in e  F rien d  is  to  w o rk  m irac les o f  H is  o m n ipo ten t  lo v e  

in  u s . w e m u st firm ly say w ith S t. P au l: “T h e w o rld is c ru c ified  to m e ” (G a l. 6 :1 4 ); th e w o rld , G o d ’s  

ad v ersa ry ', is  d ead  fo r  m e, re jec ted : I liv e  o n ly  fo r  C h ris t th a t H e  m ay  liv e  in  m e.”

A s  to  th e  o b jec tio n : If  th is  is  a  co n d itio n  fo r  th e  b less in g s  o f  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart, th en  

it is a  d ev o tio n  fo r so u ls o f  th e  s ta tu re  o f  a S t. P au l, fo r so u ls  th a t h av e  a lread y  a tta in ed  to  a  h ig h  d eg ree  o f  

p erfectio n . B y n o m ean s! O u r S av io r ex p ress ly d ec la red  th a t b y m ean s o f th is d ev o tio n H e w ish ed to  

co n v ert s in n e rs , an d  to lead  th e im p erfec t to  p erfec tio n . W h at H e d o es d em an d , h o w ever, is an  ea rn est, 

h o n est d esire  fo r im p ro v em en t; an d  w h at H e  co n d em n s  is  in ten tion a l  p ersev e ran ce  in  s in  an d  im p erfec tio n . 

C erta in ly  th is d ev o tio n  w ill n o t tran sfo rm  u s  in stan tan eo u sly  fro m  s in fu l, w eak  m en  in to  sa in ts w o rth y  o f  

can o n iza tio n ; n ev erth e le ss , if w e p ersev e re in th e p ractice o f th is d ev o tio n , w e sh a ll m ak e co n stan t 

p ro g ress , an d  th e o m n ip o ten t lo v e o f  o u r S av io r w ill b rin g  u s to  th e d eg ree o f  p erfec tio n  an d  h ap p in ess  

w h ich  H e  h as d estin ed  fo r  u s . P erh ap s H e  w ill h id e  fro m  u s  u n til th e  en d  o f  o u r  liv es th e  g rea t th in g s  th a t 

H e  w o rk s in  o u r  so u ls th ro u g h  th is  d ev o tio n . F o r  it is  b e tte r  fo r  m o st m en  to  rem ain  ig n o ran t o f  th e  d eg ree  

o f  san c tity ' th ey  m ay  rea lly  h av e  a tta in ed  so  th a t th ey  m ay h u m b ly  co n sid er th em se lv es  s till b eg in n e rs an d  

s triv e  to  ad v an ce. A s  lo n g  as  a  p erso n  m ak es  an  e ffo rt to  p lease  o u r  S av io r, h e  m ay  co n fid en tly  ca ll o n  H is  

lo v e  an d  H e  w ill an sw er: “B eh o ld , h ere  I am .”

C H A P T E R  IX

A  F rien d  A lw ay s  R ead y  to  C o m e  to  O u r  A ssistan ce

“ H im  w h o  c o m e s  to  m e , I

w ill  n o t  c a s t  o u t ”  ( J n . 6 :3 7 ) .

1 . T h e  c o n s ta n t  p r e s e n c e  o f  o u r  L o r d . A ll h u m an  frien d sh ip  is . o f  n ecess ity , in ad eq u ate . O u r  frien d  

is so m etim es ab sen t w h en  w e n eed  h im  m o st. W e a re in  w an t, em b arrass m en t, d an g er, d ifficu lty , o r  

d isq u iet, an d  h e  d o es n o t su sp ec t it. A n d  ev en  if  h e  k n o w s  o f  o u r  d is tress , d is tan ce o r  c ircu m stan ces m ay  

k eep  h im  fro m  o u r s id e  an d  m ay  p rev en t h im  d esp ite  th e  b est o f  in ten tio n s , fro m  len d in g  h is a id . A g ain  a  

h u m an  frien d  is n o t a lw ay  s in  th e sam e g o o d  an d  g rac io u s m o o d ; if  w e ap p ro ach  h im  a t th e w ro n g  tim e  



w ith  o u r  co nce rn s, h e  m ay  g ran t u s  o u r  w ish  w ith  v isib le  re lu ctan ce  o r  p u t u s  o ff  to  an o th e r  tim e . A s  a  ru le , 

h u m an  frien d sh ip s  can  w ith stan d  o n ly  a  lim ited  s tra in ; if  th e  d em an d s o f  frien dsh ip  a re  to o  freq u en t o r  to o  

g rea t, a  co o lin g , o r ev en  an  ex tin c tio n  o f  lo v e  tak es p lace . F rien d sh ip  d em an d s th a t w e d o  n o t b eco m e  a  

b u rd en  to  o u r  frien d , b u t th a t, as  fa r  as  w e  can , w e  m ak e  Iris  life  eas ie r an d  m o re  ag reeab le .

B u t n o n e o f th ese im p erfec tio n s a re fo u n d  in  frien d sh ip  w ith o u r d iv in e S av io r. D istan ce , fo r  

in s tan ce , n ev er sep ara te s  H im  fro m  u s . H e  p ro m ised  H is  d iscip le s: “B eh o ld  I am  w ith  y o u  a ll d ay s , ev en  to  

th e  co n su m m atio n  o f  th e  w o rld” (M t. 2 8 :2 0 ). "W here  tw o  o r  th ree  a re  g a th ered  to g e th e r fo r  M y  sak e , th e re  

am  I in  th e  m id st o f  th em ” (M t. 1 8 :2 0 ). T h ese  p ro m ises, o f  co u rse , ap p ly  in  th e  firs t p lace to  o u r  L o rd ’s  

p resen ce in  th e u n iv e rsa l C h u rch  an d  a t p u b lic sen d ees. B u t ev en  w h en  w e p ray in  th e so litu d e o f o u r 

ro o m s, o u r S av io r is w ith  u s; e lse H e  h ad  n o t g iv en  u s  th e  co u n se l to  p ray  in  th e  sec recy  o f  o u r  ch am b ers  

(c f. M t. 6 :6 ). H e  g av e  as  a  reaso n  th a t th e  F a th er  sees in  sec re t; b u t w h at th e  F a th e r sees , th e  S o n  sees a lso  

n o t o n ly  as G o d , b u t a lso as m an . M o reo v er, H e p ro m ised H is d isc ip le s : “W h en  th ey  b rin g  y o u  b efo re  

tr ib u n a ls  fo r  M y  n am e ’s sak e , T  w ill g iv e  y o u  a  m o u th  an d  w isd o m , w h ich  a ll y o u r  ad v ersa rie s sh a ll n o t  b e  

ab le to  re s ist an d  g a in say ' . . . an d  'a  h a ir  o f  y o u r  h ead  sh a ll n o t p erish ’ (c f. L k . 2 1 :1 5 -1 8 ),  b ecau se  a t th e  

re su rrec tio n  I w ill re sto re  a ll th in g s."  L et u s  reca ll th e  in c id en t o f  th e  first m arty rd o m . S t. S tep hen  saw  th e  

h eav en s o p en ed  an d  th e  S o n  o f  m an  sea ted  a t th e  rig h t h an d  o f  G o d  (c f. A cts 7 :5 5 ), w itn essin g  h is  co m b a t  

an d p rep a red to tak e h im  a t o n ce to h eav en an d c ro w n h im  w ith th e v ic to r ’s c ro w n ; fo r “H e w h o  

o v erco m es, I w ill p erm it h im  to  s it w ith  M e  u p o n  M y  th ro n e : as  I a lso  h av e  o v erco m e  an d  h av e  sa t w ith  M y  

F a th e r  o n  H is  th ro n e” (A p o c . 3 :2 1 ). In  tire  A p o ca ly p se  w e  read  th a t S t. Jo h n  rece iv ed  a  m issio n  fro m  C h rist 

to  w rite to  th e sev en  b ish o ps o f A sia  M in o r  an d  to rem in d  th em  o f  th e ir g o o d  an d  ev il d eed s an d  to se t 

b efo re  th em  th e  co rresp on d in g  rew ard s  an d  p u n ish m en ts .

B u t n o t o n ly is o u r S av io r a lw ay s p resen t in  th e w h o le C h u rch  an d  in  each  in d iv id u a l C h ris tian  

w ith  H is  k n ow led ge  an d  ex te rn a l a id . b u t H e  is  p resen t  a lso  in  a  m o re  sp ec ia l an d  in tim a te  m an n er.

H e sa id  to H is A p o stle s : “ If y o u  rem ain  in  M e th ro u g h ch arity . I w ill rem ain  in  y o u  an d  w ill 

co n se rv e an d  au g m en t th e sp iritu a l life in  y o u r so u ls as th e  v in e co n se rv es an d  au g m en ts th e life o f  th e  

b ran ch es .” “A s th e  b ran ch  cann o t b ear fru it o f itse lf , u n less it rem ain s o n  th e v in e , so n e ith e r can  y o u . 

u n less  y o u  ab id e  in  M e. I am  th e  v in e , y o u  a re  th e  b ran ch es . H e  w h o  ab id es in  M e. an d  I in  h im , h e  b ears  

m u ch  fru it; fo r  w ith o u t  M e  y o u  can  d o  n o th in g ” (Jn . 1 5 :4 , 5 ). S t. P au l co m p ares C h ris t an d  th e  fa ith fu l to  

th e  h ead  an d  m em b ers  o f  a  h u m an  b o d y , an d  ex p resses  th e  d esire : “M ay  w e  a lw ay s g ro w  in  th e  ex erc ise  o f  

ch arity  as  m em bers  o f  a  m y stical  b o d y  in  u n io n  w ith  C h ris t, W h o  is  th e  h ead  o f  th is  b o d y ; m ay  w e  g ro w  b y  

m eans o f o u r ev ery d eed  an d su fferin g . F o r th e w h o le g ro w th o f th e b o d y p ro ceeds fro m  C h ris t. A ll 

to g e th e r  fo rm  a  co m p act, liv in g  o rg an ism , in  w h ich  each  o rg an  h as  its  p ecu lia r  p lace  an d  fu n c tio n , n o t o n ly  

fo r its  o w n  ad v an tag e  b u t fo r  th e  ad v an tag e  o f  th e  w h o le  b o d y ” (c f. E p h . 4 :1 5 , 1 6 ). T h e  lo v e  w h ich  d w ells  

in  th e h earts d ed ica ted  to C h ris t is th e life-g iv in g sap , th e v ita l en erg y  w h ich  u n ifie s a ll m em b ers and  

co n tin u a lly im p arts to th em  v ita l ac tiv ity . T h e C o u n c il o f T ren t ex p la in s th is d o c trin e o f th e fa ith  as  

fo llo w s: "S ince Jesu s C h rist co n tin u a lly co m m u n ica tes to  th e  ju s t th a t s tren g th w h ich  p reced es a ll th e ir 

g o o d  w o rk s , acco m p an ies th em , an d  fo llo w s th em  ev en  as  th e  h ead  co m m u n ica tes en erg y  to  th e  m em b ers  

an d  th e  v in e  to  th e  b ran ch es ."  n o th in g  is w antin g  to  th e  ju s t to  b rin g  fo rth  fru its o f  e te rn a l life , [fo o tn o te : 

S ess . 6 , c . 1 6 ]

C h rist, th e re fo re , is n o t o n ly  ex tern a lly  in  o u r m id st, b u t H e is u n ited  to  u s in te rio rly in  a  m o st 

in tim a te  w ay ; H e  is  n ev er  d istan t  fro m  u s  u n less  w e  sep ara te  o u rse lv es  fro m  H im  th ro u g h  o u r  o w n  fau lt. H e  

p ray ed  to  H is h eav en ly  F a th e r  fo r  a ll th o se  w h o  b e liev e in  H im : I  p ray  fo r  th em , “ th a t a ll m ay  b e  o n e . ev en  

as T h o u , F a th er, in  M e, an d  I in  T h ee ; th a t th ey  a lso  m ay  b e  o n e , in  U s; . . . an d  th e  g lo ry  th a t T h o u  h ast 



g iv en  M e. I h av e  g iv en  to  th em , th a t th ey  m ay  b e  o n e , ev en  as  W e  a re  O n e” (Jn . 1 7 :2 0  ff .) . T h is  g lo ry  is  th e  

g lo ry  o f  th e  O n ly -b eg o tten  o f  th e  F a th e r (c f. Jn . 1 :1 4 ). H e  h as  g iv en  u s  th is  g lo ry , y es, ev en  H im self  th a t w e  

m ay  a lw ay s  b e  u n ited  to  H im  an d  th ro u g h  H im  to  th e  F a th e r.

2 . J e su s  is  a lw a y s  p r e p a re d  to  h e lp  u s . T h e  m ere  p resen ce  o f  a  frien d  o f  itse lf  is in su ffic ien t. O u r  

frien d  m u st in  ad d itio n  b e  read y  to listen  to  o u r  req uests  an d  to  g ran t th em  in so fa r as  th ey  a re reaso n ab le  

an d  can  b e g ran ted . In  th is re sp ec t a lso  o u r d iv in e S av io r is a  frien d  su ch  as n ev er y e t g raced  h u m an  

so c ie ty . W h at, a fte r  a ll. is  th e  real reaso n  fo r  H is  u n in te rru p ted  p resen ce  in  o u r  m id st  if  n o t  p rec ise ly  to  h ear  

an d  g ran t o u r  ju s t req u ests? H e is th e o n ly  K in g  w h o  g ran ts au d ien ces u n ceasin g ly  b y  d ay  an d  b y  n ig h t. 

In d eed , w e  m ay  g o  fu rth e r an d  say  w h at w e  sh o u ld  n o t h av e  d ared  to  say  h ad  H e  H im self  n o t su g g ested  it. 

G rea t n o b les freq u en tly  h av e  a  se rv an t co n stan tly  a t th e ir  s id e  w h o se  d u ty  it is  to  o b ey  ev ery  w h im  o f  th e ir  

m aste r. A re n o t w e, b ecau se  o f  th e  g o o d n ess o f  o u r S av io r, su ch  lo rd s?  Is  n o t H e, so  to  sp eak , o u r  se rv an t, 

a lw ay s read y to lis ten  to ev ery ' requ est th a t w e co m e to m ak e? D o es H e ev er sen d u s aw ay w ith o u t  

assis tan ce?  H e h as sa id : "I am  co m e  to  se rv e  (c f. M t. 2 0 :2 8 ), I am  in  y o u r  m id st as O n e  w h o  se rv es” (c f. 

L k . 2 2 :2 7 ). T h ese  w o rd s , o f  co u rse , ap p ly  p rim arily  to  th e  tim e w h en  H e  d w elt o n  ea rth  in  th e  fo rm  o f  a  

se rv an t (c f. P h il. 2 :7 ). B u t H e  sp eak s o f  H im self  in  H is  g lo rified  s ta te  in  s im ila r  te rm s. A s  th e  fu tu re  ju d g e, 

H e  co m pares  H im se lf  w ith  a  m aste r w h o  re tu rn s la te a t n ig h t an d  fin d s h is se rv an ts fa ith fu lly  d isch a rg in g  

th e ir d u tie s ; an d  H e co n c lu des w ith  th e w o rd s: "A m en  I say to  y o u , th a t h e w ill g ird  h im self, an d  m ak e  

th em  rec lin e  a t tab le  an d  w ill co m e  an d  se rv e  th em ” (L k . 1 2 :3 7 ). M en  d o  n o t ac t lik e  th is ; o u r  S av io r  in  th is  

in s tan ce ap p lie s th e p arab le  an d  d esig n a tes  H im self as th e  se rv an t o f  H is se rv an ts. W e  k n o w , an d  C h rist 

H im se lf  in d icate s as m u ch  in  th is s im ile , th a t H e  is an d  rem ain s  th e  L o rd , an d  th a t w e  a re  an d  rem ain  H is  

se rv an ts . B u t th is is p rec ise ly  th e  g rea tn ess , th e  co n so lin g  co n d escen sio n  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  o u r S av io r; b y  H is  

o m n ipo ten ce  H e  fills u p  th e  in fin ite g u lf  b e tw een  H is g rea tn ess an d  o u r  n o th in g n ess ; an d  ev en  m o re, H is  

lo v e  co m p e ls  H im  to  in v e rt  th e  re la tion sh ip  an d  m ak es  H im  th e  se rv an t o f  H is  friend s .

W e  m u st reca ll h ere s till an o th e r s ta tem en t o f  o u r  L o rd , o n e  w h ich  o n ly  H e  co u ld  d are  m ak e. H e  

te lls  u s  th a t w e sh o u ld  ac t lik e  a  w id o w  w h o  co u ld  n o t o b ta in  ju s tice  ag ain s t h er  ad v ersary  fro m  an  u n ju s t 

ju d g e . S h e fin ally  b ecam e so im p o rtu n a te  w ith  th is  ju d g e  th a t h e sa id  to h im self: “B ecau se th is w id o w  

b o th e rs m e, I w ill d o  h er  ju s tice , le st b y  co n tin u a lly  co m ing  sh e  w eary  m e ” (c f. L k . 1 8 :5 ). W h at  ap p lica tio n  

d id  o u r  L o rd  d raw  fro m  th is  p arab le?  T h a t w e  a re  to  p resen t o u r  p e titio n s im p o rtu n ate ly  d ay  an d  n ig h t; an d  

th a t  w e  sh a ll m o re  su re ly  o b ta in  h e lp  fro m  G o d  th an  th is  w id o w  d id  fro m  th e  u n ju st  ju d g e .

It w o u ld  ce rta in ly  b e  in co n sid e ra te to  ro u se  o u r  ea rth ly  frien d s  fro m  th e ir  s lu m b ers  in  o rd e r  to  te ll  

th em  o f  o u r  n eed s. B u t w ith  o u r L o rd  w e  n eed  n o t ex erc ise su ch  co n sid e ra tio n . D ay  an d  n ig h t H e  is  read y  

to  lis ten  to  u s; fo r  H im  th e re  is n o  in co n ven ien t h o u r. H e  te lls  u s  in  an o th er  p arab le  o f  a  m an  w h o  cam e  a t 

n ig h t  to  th e  h o u se  o f  h is frien d  an d  ro u sed  h im  to  o b ta in  b read , fo r  h e  h ad  rece iv ed  an  u n ex p ec ted  v is ito r. 

H is  frien d  an sw ered : “D o n 't  b o th e r  m e, I h av e  a lready  re tired ; y o u  cann o t  ex p ec t  m e  to  g e t  u p  ag a in  to  g iv e  

y o u  b read .” B u t th e  o th e r k ep t rig h t o n  k no ck ing  an d  b eg g in g . “ I te ll y o u ,” o u r S av io r co n tin ued , “ if  th e  

m aste r  o f  th e  h o u se  w o u ld  n o t g e t  u p  fo r  th e  sak e  o f  h is  frien d , h e  w o u ld  d o  so , n ev erth e le ss , an d  g iv e  h im  

a ll h e w an ted b ecau se o f h is im p ortu n ity .” C o n sequ en tly , w e a re h ere p ractically co m m an d ed to b e  

im p o rtu n ate . “A sk , an d  it sh a ll b e  g iv en  y o u ; seek , an d  y o u  sh a ll fin d ; k n o ck , an d  it sh a ll b e  o p en ed  to  y o u ”  

(L k . 1 1 :9 ). H av e  w e  ev er  h eard  su ch  w o rd s  fro m  th e  lip s o f  an y  o th e r  frien d ?  O u r S av io r, th e re fo re , can n o t 

tak e  it am iss if  w e  b e liev e  H is  w o rd s  an d  ac t o n  th em . It is  tru e  th a t H e  is sp eak in g  in  th ese  p arab les  o f  H is  

h eav en ly  F a th e r, w h o  w ill certa in ly  h ear u s; y e t th e  w ill o f  th e  F a th er  is a lso  th e  w ill o f  th e S o n , an d  th e  

h u m an  w ill o f  Q u is t is  p erfec tly  co n fo rm ed  to  H is d iv in e  w ill. T h e  h eart o f  o u r S av io r  is g en ero u s  to w ard  

a ll w h o  ca ll u p o n  it, h o w ev er m an y  th ey m ay  b e , h o w ev er g reat th e n u m b er o f th e ir req u ests, h o w ev er  



im p o rtu n a te  th e ir  d esire s, p ro v id ed  o n ly  th a t th ey  a re  d esire s  w o rth y  o f  a  frien d  o f  Jesu s C h ris t. In d eed  o u r 

S av io r  is  th e  m o re  p leased , th e  m o re  o ften  w e  co m e  to  H im , th e  m o re  w e  ask  o f  H im , th e  m o re  im p o rtu n a te  

o u r  d esire s  to  b eco m e  p o ssessed  o f  H is  treasu res .

N o r  d o  in co n sid e rate  co n d u ct, fau lts , o r  s in s  d im in ish  H is  read in ess  to  h e lp  if  w e  b u t re tu rn  to  H im  

w ith  a co n trite h eart. N o h u m an  frien d w o u ld  to le rate th e trea tm en t w h ich  w e acco rd  o u r S av io r. T h e  

in g ra titu d e  o f  m en  is  k een ly  fe lt b y  H is d iv in e  H eart  as  H e  rev ea led  so  ex p lic itly  to  S t. M arg are t M ary . B u t 

as so o n  as w e say s in cere ly  “ I am  so rry ,” H e  is a t o n ce read y  to  b esto w  H is frien d sh ip  o n  u s o n ce m o re ; 

h en ce , w e m u st n o t d esp air a fte r an  u n fo rtu n ate fa ll; n o t ev en a fte r rep ea ted fa lls . B u t w e m u st cas t 

o u rse lv es a t H is  feet w ith  th e  sen tim en ts  o f  a  M ary  M ag d a len , an d  w e, to o , sh a ll h ear  th e  w o rd s: “T h y  s in s  

a re  fo rg iv en  th ee .”

3 . O u r  S a v io r  a t  t im e s  a p p a r e n tly  d e n ie s  u s  H is  a s s is ta n c e . T h is h ap p en s  espec ia lly  w h en  w e  ask  

fo r so m eth in g  th a t w e  th ink  w o u ld  b e  fo r o u r  g o o d , w h en  ac tu ally  it w o u ld  p ro v e  h arm fu l. H o w  o ften  th e  

a tta in m en t o f  so m e  tem p o ra l ad v an tag e  fo r  w h ich  w e  p ray  so  ea rn es tly , w o u ld  p ro v e  to  b e  to  th e  d e trim en t 

o f  o u r so u l! W e d o  n o t k n o w  th is, b u t o u r S av io r d o es; co n seq uen tly , H e d o es n o t g ran t o u r req u est b ut  

g iv es u s so m eth ing  e lse in s tead  w h ich  w ill p ro v e  b en efic ia l. S im ila rly  w e w o u ld  o ften  b e d e liv e red  fro m  

p a in , a lth o u g h  it w o u ld  b e  fa r  b e tte r  fo r  u s  to  o b ta in  th e  s tren g th  to  b ear  th e  p a in  w ith  re sig n a tio n . T h u s S t. 

P au l ask ed  o u r L o rd  ea rn estly  an d  repea ted ly  to  b e  d e liv e red  fro m  a  h eav y  c ro ss. B u t H e an sw ered : “M y  

g race is su ffic ien t fo r th ee .” fo r s tren g th is m ad e p erfec t in w eak n ess ; in th e w eak n ess o f m an th e  

co n q u erin g  p o w er o f d iv in e g race is m ad e m an ifes t. It is fo r th is reaso n  th a t th e A p o stle g lo ried  in  h is  

in firm ity . “F o r,” h e  sa id , "w h en  I am  w eak , th en  I am  s tro n g " th ro u g h  th e  h e lp  o f  m y  L o rd  w h o  s tan d s a t 

m y  s id e  (c f. 2  C o r. 1 2 :7  ff) .

O u r S av io r  h as  p ro m ised  g reat p ro g ress o n  th e  ro ad  o f  p erfectio n  to  a ll th o se  w h o  d ilig en tly  h o n o r 

H is S acred H eart. S o m e, o f  co u rse , m ay say th a t d esp ite  th e p rac tice  o f  th is d ev o tio n  th ey  a re s till v ery  

im p erfec t. W e m u st rem em b er, h o w ev er, th a t it is n o t a t a ll n ecessa ry  th a t w e p erce iv e  th e w o rk in g s o f  

g race  in  o u r so u ls. If  w e  d id . it m ig h t en g en d er sp iritu a l p rid e . S in ce it is b e tte r fo r th e so u l n o t to  rega rd  

th a t w h ich  it h as a tta in ed , b u t to  lo o k  ra th er  to  w h at is s till b efo re (c f. P h il. 3 :1 3 ), G o d  freq u en tly h id es  

fro m  it H is  g races  an d  sh o w s  it in s tead  its  fau lts . O n  o n e  o ccas io n  S t. G ertru d e  p ray ed  fo r  v ario u s p erso n s. 

D u rin g  h er  p ray e r  sh e  saw  in  a  v is io n  th e  S acred  H eart in  w h ich  a  s tream  h ad  its so u rce  w h ich  fru ctified  a ll 

ab o u t it. S h e u n d er, s to o d  th a t th is s tream  rep resen ted  th e g races w h ich  sh e h ad  o b ta in ed  th ro u g h  h er  

in te rcessio n , an d  sh e  ask ed  o u r  L o rd : “W h at w ill th ese g races  p ro fit th o se  fo r w h o m  I h av e  p ray ed ?  T h ey  

d o  n o t p erce iv e  th e  e ffec ts  o f  m y  p ray ers, d o  n o t k n o w  th a t th ey  h av e  rece ived  an y th in g  an d  co n seq u en tly  

ex p eren ce n o  co n so la tio n .” O u r L o rd  an sw ered  h er: "I k n o w  w h en  to  rev eal to  th em  th e e ffec ts o f  y o u r  

p ray e rs  an d  I w ill d o  so  a t th e  p ro p er  tim e .” [fo o tn o te : G ertru d e , G e s a n d te r  d e r  g ô tt l ic h e n  L ie b e , F re ib u rg , 

1 9 1 5 , b k . 3 . C h ap . 7 6 , p . 2 6 2 ] O n  an o th er  o ccas io n  o u r  L o rd  to ld  h er  th a t H e  d id  n o t tak e  a ll im p erfectio n s  

fro m  H is  serv an ts, fo r  in  co m b atin g  th ese  th ey  g av e  H im  sp ec ia l h o n o r  an d  p ro v ed  th e ir  fid e lity .

O u r  L o rd  seem s  to  d esert  a  so u l esp ec ia lly  a t th e  tim e  o f  in te rio r  d eso latio n  w h en  th e  lig h t o f  fa ith , 

w h ich  o n ce  sh o n e  so  b rig h tly , g ro w s d im ; w h en  th e  co u rag e , w h ich  o n ce  an im ated  th e  so u l, g iv es  p lace  to  

d esp o nd en cy ; w h en  d isg u st  tak es  th e  p lace  o f  th e  jo y  sh e  o n ce  ex p erien ced  in  p ray e r, in  d iv in e  serv ice , an d  

in  th e  recep tio n  o f  th e sacram en ts ; an d  w h en , in  ad d itio n , v io len t an d  s tu b b o rn  tem p ta tio n s  flo o d  th e  so u l 

an d  b rin g  it to  th e  v ery  b rin k  o f  d esp a ir. It seem s  to  su ch  a  so u l th a t a  lo v in g  S av io r  d o es  n o t ex ist o r  if  H e  

d o es , th a t H e h as en tire ly  ab an d o n ed  th e so u l. It is in  v a in  th a t su ch  a so u l s tru g g les to  escap e fro m  th is  

p itiab le co n d itio n ; it m ak es as little p ro gress as th e ap o stle s d id w h en th ey s tru g g led o n  th e S ea o f  

G en esare th  ag a in s t w in d  an d  w av e  w h ile  th e ir  M aste r p ray ed  fo r  th em  o n  th e  m o u n ta in  to p  (c f. M t. 1 4 :2 3 , 



2 4 ). E v ery  so u l th a t tak es its re lig io u s life se rio u sly  m u st en d u re su ch  an  ag o n y  co m p arab le  to  th a t w h ich  

o u r  L o rd  en d ured  in  th e G ard en  o f  O liv es ; b u t, m o st o f  a ll, g rea t sa in ts , th o se  w h o m  o u r  L o rd  w ish es  to  

ad m it to  sp ec ia l in tim acy . S u ch  ex p erien ce  is fo r th em  a  d ifficu lt b u t a t th e sam e tim e  sa lu ta ry  p u rg a to ry , 

w h ich  p u rifie s th em  fro m  a ll in o rd in a te  se lf-lo v e an d  se lfco m p lacen cy , an d  p rep a res  th em  fo r  th e  recep tio n  

o f  ex trao rd in ary  g races. S t. C ath e rin e  o f  S ien a  is co m m o n ly  co n sid e red  to  b e  th e  g rea tes t sa in t th a t g raced  

th e  en d  o f  th e  so -ca lled  d ark  ag es . S h e h ad  a lready  a tta in ed  a  h ig h  d eg ree o f  san c tity  b efo re  su ch  a  c ro ss  

w as la id  o n  h er sh o u ld ers . In  ad d itio n  to g rea t a rid ity  o f so u l, tem p ta tio n s to s in s o f  th e m o st d eb asin g  

n a tu re  to rm en ted  h er  so u l, tem p ta tio n s  m ad e  th e  m o re  v iv id  b y  v is ib le  p ic tu res  an d  ex te rn a l a ttrac tio n s . S h e  

h ad  n o  p eace  d ay  o r  n ig h t an d  a rd en tly  lo n g ed  fo r  d ea th . A t len g th  sh e  co n q u ered  th ese  tem p ta tio n s . It w as  

th en  th a t o u r S av io r ap p eared  to  h er an d  co n so led  h er. “O  m y  L o rd ,” sh e sa id  to  H im , “w h ere  w ere Y o u  

w h en  m y  h eart  w as  to rm en ted  b y  th is  filth ?"  "I  w as  in  th e  m id st o f  th y  h eart, ‘ o u r  L o rd  an sw ered . “W h at?”  

ex cla im ed  S t. C ath e rin e , “T h o u , p u rity  itse lf , w ast in  a  h eart  so  fu ll o f  u n c lean n ess?” “B u t d id  th ese  im p u re  

p ic tu res  cau se  y o u  p leasu re  o r sad n ess?” “T h e  g rea tes t sad n ess an d  d isp leasu re .” "A n d  w h o  cau sed  th is if  

n o t I , h id d en  in  th y  h eart? ”

N o  m atter h o w  g rea t th e  d ark n ess w h ich  en co m p asses o u r so u ls , o u r S av io r w ill a lw ay s rem ain  

w ith  u s if  w e  w ish  to  rem ain  w ith  H im . B u t if  C h ris t is w ith  u s , w h o  sh a ll p rev ail ag a in s t u s? (C f. R o m . 

8 :3 1 .)

C H A P T E R  X

A n  In d isp en sab le  F rien d

“ F o r  th e r e  is  n o  o th e r  n a m e  u n d e r  h e a v e n  g iv e n  

to  m e n , b y  w h ic h  w e  m u s t  b e  s a v e d ”  (A c ts  4 :1 2 ) .

1 . F r ie n d s h ip  w ith  J e su s is n e c e s sa r y  fo r  s a lv a t io n . In h u m an so c ie ty , frien d sh ip , in th e fu ll 

m ean in g  o f  th e  te rm , is in d eed  a  g rea t b less in g , o n e  w h ich  ad d s  co n sid e rab ly  to  th e  en jo ym en t o f  life ; b u t it 

is n o t ab so lu te ly  in d isp en sab le . It is a  free ly  ch o sen  re la tio n sh ip  as d is tin g u ish ed  fro m  o th e rs w h ich  h av e  

th e ir  o rig in  in  n a tu re , as  fo r  ex am p le , th e  re la tio n  o f  a  ch ild  to  h is  p aren ts  o r  o f  a  c itizen  to  th e  s ta te .

F rien d sh ip  w ith  Jesu s is , o f  co u rse , a lso  free  in  th e sen se th a t n o  o n e  is p h y sica lly  fo rced  to  tak e  

Jesu s fo r a frien d . In d eed , to sp eak o f fo rced frien dsh ip  w o u ld in v o lv e a co n trad ic tio n , s in ce lo v e is  

essen tia lly  an  in tern al a ttach m en t to  a  p erso n  w h ich  h as its o rig in  in  th e  d ep th s o f  th e so u l. N ev erth e le ss, 

w e a re co m m an d ed  to  lo v e G o d ; “T h o u  sh a ll lo v e  th e L o rd  th y  G o d  w ith  th y  w h o le h eart, an d  w ith  th y  

w h o le so u l, an d  w ith  th y  w h o le m in d . T h is is th e g rea tes t an d  firs t co m m an d m en t” (M t. 2 2 :3 7 , 3 8 ). N o  

m ere  m an  can  co m m an d  an o th er to  lo v e h im ; b u t G o d  can , fo r H e h as c reated  th e h u m an  h eart an d  h as  

g iv en  it  n o t o n ly  th e  cap ac ity , b u t a lso  th e  in c lin a tio n  to  lo v e  H im . O u r  ra tio n al  n a tu re , as lo n g  as  it h as  n ot  

b een  v itia ted  b y s in , n a tu ra lly ten d s to G o d  as to its h ig h est g o o d  an d  la st en d . W h en  G o d , th e re fo re . 



co m m an d s  u s  to  lo v e  H im , H e  is m erely  fo rm u la tin g  th e  u n w ritten  law  in d e lib ly  im p rin ted  in  ev ery  h u m an  

so u l.

N ev erth e le ss , G o d  d o es  n o t u se  p h y sica l fo rce  to  in su re  o b ed ien ce  to  th is  law ; in s tead  H e  g iv es  a ll 

m en  lib e rty  e ith e r  to  lo v e  H im  an d  a tta in  th e ir  la st en d , o r  to  re jec t H im  an d  lo se  fo rev er  th e  p o ssess io n  o f  

th e ir  g rea tes t g o o d . T h e  lo ss o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  is  in  itse lf  th e  g rea tes t p u n ish m en t  fo r  d e lib era te  sep a ra tio n  

fro m  G o d  as S t. A u g u stin e  te lls  u s: ‘W h at am  I to  T h ee , O  G o d , th a t T h o u  co m m an d est m e  to  lo v e  T h ee  

an d  th a t T h o u  a rt an g iy  w ith  m e  w h en  I d o  n o t lo v e T h ee an d  th rea ten es t m e  w ith  u n sp eak ab le m ise iy ?  

W o u ld  it  th en  b e  b u t a  sm all m isfo rtu n e  if  I d id  n o t lo v e  T h ee?” [fo o tn o te  : S t. A u g u stin e , C o n fe s s io n s . 1 ,1 . 

ch ap . 5 .]

T h is a lso  is  o u r  re la tio n  to w ard  o u r S av io r. W e  can  b e  H is  frien d s  if  w e  w ish ; w e o u g h t  to  b e  H is  

frien d s , b ecau se rig h t o rd e r an d  H is h o ly w ill d em an d  th is o f u s; b u t w e a re a t lib e rty to re jec t H is  

frien dsh ip  an d  to  p ay  fo r  o u r  fo lly  in  e tern a l  m ise ry '. Jesu s, th e re fo re , is  an  in d isp en sab le  frien d  in asm u ch  as  

w e can n o t a tta in  sa lv a tio n  w ith o u t H im . A s S t. P au l so te rse ly  say s: “ If  an y  m an  d o es n o t lo v e  th e  L o rd  

Jesu s C h ris t, le t h im  b e  an a th em a” (1 C o r. 1 6 :2 2 ). T h e re la tio n  b e tw een  th e  lo v e o f G o d  an d  th e lo v e o f  

Jesu s C h rist is ex p la in ed  b y  S t. Jo h n  in  th is  w ay  : Jesu s C h ris t is b o m  o f  G o d , “an d  ev ery  o n e  th a t lo v e th  

H im  w h o  b eg o t, lo v e th  H im  a lso  w h o  is b o m  o f  H im ” (c f. 1 Jn . 5 :1 ). Jesu s C h ris t is b o m  o f G o d , n o t 

b ecau se o f  H is h u m an ity ’ , b u t a lso acco rd ing  to H is h u m an ity . T h e S o n  o f G o d  d id  n o t lo se  H is e te rn a l 

so n sh ip  w h en  H e  b ecam e  m an . Ju s t as  C h ris t is  b u t o n e  p erso n , so  H e  is  o n e  S o n  o f  G o d . T h ere  a re  n o t tw o  

so n s, o n e  e tern a l  an d  o n e  ad o p ted  in  tim e . T h e  assertio n  th a t in  C h ris t w e  h av e  tw o  so n s  is  h ere tica l an d  h as  

b een  co n d em n ed  b y  th e  C h u rch . C o n seq u en tly , w e o w e o u r S av io r, Jesu s C h ris t, th e sam e rev e ren ce an d  

th e  sam e lo v e  th a t w e  o w e  o u r  h eav en ly  F a th er. T h ere fo re , w ith o u t lo v e  o f  Jesu s , w ith o u t H is frien d sh ip , 

w e  can n o t a tta in  sa lv atio n .

Jesu s d em an d s su ch  lo v e  o f  u s . “H e  w h o  lo v es fa th e r  o r m o th er m o re th an  M e, is n o t w o rth y  o f  

M e ” (M t. 1 0 :3 7 ). “A m en , I say  to  y o u , h e  w h o  is  n o t  p repa red  to  leav e  fa th e r  an d  m o th er  an d  a ll th a t h e  h as  

w h en  M y se rv ice ca lls fo r su ch  sac rifice , ca im o t b e  M y  d isc ip le” (c f. L k . 1 4 :2 6 ). B u t o f  th o se  w h o  Jo v e  

H im , H e  say s: “ th e  F a th e r  H im self  lo v es  y o u . b ecau se  y o u  h av e  lo v ed  M e” (Jn . 1 6 :2 7 ). “A b id e  in  M y  lo v e ”  

(Jn . 1 5 :9 ). “H e  w h o  h as  M y  co m m an d m en ts  an d  k eep s  th em ; h e  it  is  w h o  lo v es  M e. B u t h e  w h o  lo v es  M e, 

w ill  b e  lo v ed  b y  M y  F a th er: an d  I w ill lo v e  h im , an d  w ill m an ifes t M y self  to  h im ” (Jn . 1 4 :2 1 ). M u tu al lo v e  

an d  sp iritu a l co m m u n io n  o f  life  a re  id en tica l w ith  frien d sh ip ; h en ce, frien d sh ip  w ith  Jesu s is n ecessary  fo r  

sa lv a tio n . T h e  k in g d om  o f  h eav en  is m ad e u p  w h o lly  o f  th e  frien d s  o f  Jesus . T h ey  co n stitu te th e C h u rch  

tr iu m p h an t, an d  th is C h u rch  is th e b rid e o f  th e L am b c lo th ed  in  fin e lin en . “F o r th e fin e lin en  a re th e  

ju s tif icatio n s  o f  th e  sa in ts . . . . B lessed  a re  th ey  th a t a re  ca lled  to  th e  m arriag e  su p per  o f  th e  L am b ” (A p o c . 

1 9 :7  ff .) . B u t h e  w h o  is n o t c lo th ed  w ith  th is  w ed d ing  g arm en t w ill fa ll a  v ic tim  to  th e  sam e sad  fa te  th a t 

b efe ll th e  m an  in  th e  p arab le  to  w h o m  th e  k in g  sa id : “F riend , h o w  d id s t th o u  co m e  h ere  w ith o u t  a  w ed d in g  

g arm en t? ” A n d  h e  co m m an d ed  th e  w aite rs: "B in d  h is h an d s  an d  feet, an d  cas t h im  fo rth  in to  th e  d ark n ess  

o u ts ide , w h ere  tiie re  w ill  b e  w eep in g , an d  g n ash in g  o f  tee tii” (M t. 2 2 :1 2  ff). S u ch  is  th e  lo t o f  th o se  w h o  d o  

n o t lo v e Jesu s ; fo r th e w ed d in g  g arm en t is n o th in g  e lse th an  lo v e an d  th e w o rk s w ro ug h t b y lo v e. If  I 

p o ssess  a ll g ifts an d  p erfo rm  a ll g o o d  w o rk s , b u t h av e  n o t ch arity , it p ro fits m e  n o u g h t; I am  n o th in g  (c f. 1 

C o r. 1 3 :1  ff .) .

2 . W h y  is  th e  fr ie n d s h ip  o f  J e su s  n e c e ss a r y  fo r  u s ?  S in ce frien dsh ip  w ith  Jesu s is d is tin g u ish ed  

fro m  a ll o th e r frien d sh ip s b y  th is th a t it is n ecessa ry fo r u s , w e m ay h ere ask a q u estio n th a t is n ot  

o rd in a rily  ask ed  in  th e  case o f  h u m an  frien d sh ip s : W h y  is  th is frien dsh ip  n ecessa iy  fo r u s? T h is q u estio n  

an d  its an sw er, as  w e sh a ll see , a re in  n o  w ise  d ero g a to ry  to  th e  co n cep t o f  th e  n o b lest an d  p u rest frien d ­



sh ip . T h e an sw er m ay  b e g iv en  in  a s in g le sen tence : M an  n eed s th e  frien dsh ip  o f  Jesu s to  b eco m e  ag a in  

tru ly  a  m an  su ch  as h e  o u g h t to  b e  acco rd ing  to  th e  d esig n s  o f  G o d . S in ce  th e  fa ll o f  o u r  firs t p aren ts  th e re  

h as  b een  b u t o n e  M an  w h o  fu lly  rea lized  in  H im self  th e  d iv ine  p ro to ty p e  o f  m an . T h is o n e  is  Jesu s C h ris t; 

a ll o th e rs  ap p ro x im a te  th is  p ro to ty p e  o r  id ea l m o re  o r  le ss c lo se ly  as  th ey  a re  m o re  o r  le ss  in tim a te ly  u n ited  

w ith  Jesu s .

A fte r A d am  h ad  s in n ed , G o d  sa id  to h im : "D u st th o u  a rt, an d  in to  d u st th o u  sh a lt re tu rn " (G en . 

3 :1 9 ). T h e  d iv in e  h ad  b een  lo st, o n ly  th e  ea rth ly  rem ained . B ecau se  o f  th e ir  d escen t fro m  A d am , m en  h ad  

lo st th e ir m o ra l ex ce llen ce; th ey  re ta in ed  o n ly  th a t w h ich  w as  lo w ly , ea rth ly , b eastly . T h en  G o d  g av e  u s  in  

Jesu s C h rist a  n ew  A d am , a  sp iritu a l p ro g en ito r, th ro u g h  w h o m  m an  w as  to  reg ain  h is  o rig in a l d ig n ity .

S t. P au l ex p la in s  th e  d iffe ren ce  b e tw een  th ese  tw o  p ro g en ito rs  in  th ese  w o rd s: “T h e  first m an  w as  

o f  th e  ea rth , ea rth ly ," o f  h im  th e  ea rth ly  m in d ed  a re  b o m ; “ th e  seco n d  M an , fro m  h eav en , h eav en ly ,”  an d  o f  

H im  th e h eav en ly m in d ed  a re b o m  (c f. 1 C o r. 1 5 :4 7 , 4 8 ). If  w e d o n o t b eco m e h eav en ly m in d ed  m en  

th ro u g h  u n io n  w ith  C h ris t, w e  sh a ll rem ain  u n d er  th e  cu rse  p ro n ou n ced  o v er  th e  ea rth ly  m in d ed  b ecau se  o f  

o u r o rig in  fro m  th e  firs t A d am . H en ce , w e  n eed  th e  frien d sh ip  o f  C h ris t th a t, d e liv e red  fro m  th e  cu rse o f  

s in . w e  m ay  b eco m e  ag ain  su ch  m en  as  w e  o u g h t to  b e  acco rd ing  to  th e  in ten tio n  an d  o rig in al p lan  o f  G o d . 

H en ce , to o , th e A p o stle w arn s u s: “ S trip  y o u rse lv es o f  th e o ld  m an , an d  p u t o n  th e n ew , fo rm ed to  th e  

im ag e  o f  th e  C reato r, w h ere  C h rist is  a ll an d  in  a ll” (c f. C o l. 3 :9  ff) . P u t o ff  th e  o ld  m an w h o  is a  ch ild  o f  

d ea th ; p u t o n  th e  n ew  m an . fo r  w h o m  C h ris t is  d iv in e  s tren g th  u n to  e tern al  life .

U n fortun a te ly  th e re a re m illio n s o f  m en  o n  ea rth  w h o  o u tw ard ly seem  to  ex em p lify  th e co n cep t 

an d  id ea l o f  m an , b u t  w h o  in te rio rly  a re  b u t so rry  w reck s  o f  th a t h u m an ity  w h ich  G o d  h ad  p lan n ed  fro m  a ll 

e te rn ity  an d  c reated  in  tim e . "G o d  c reated  m an  to  H is  o w n  Im age ” (G en . 1 :2 7 ). T h e  b o d y  is  n o t an  im ag e  o f  

G o d , fo r  G o d  is in co rp o rea l; b u t th e  so u l is . G o d  s tam p ed  o n  it H is  im ag e  w ith  san c tify in g  g race, b y  w h ich  

m an , p artic ipa ting  in  th e  d iv ine  n a tu re , b eco m es a  free , b lessed  ch ild  o f  G o d  an d  h e ir  o f  h eav en . S in ce  th e  

fa ll o f A d am  th is im ag e h as b een  d estro y ed  in  co u n tle ss so u ls , an d  o n  its ru in s a  n ew  p ic tu re h as b een  

ra ised , th e  im ag e  o f  th e  fa llen  an g e l, w h o se  s lav e m an  b eco m es  th ro u g h  s in . M an  is  th e  ch ild  o f  h im  w h o se  

im ag e h e ca rrie s in  h is so u l; th o se w h o  b ear th e  im ag e o f  G o d . a re ch ild ren  o f  G o d ; th o se w h o  b ear th e  

im ag e  o f  S a tan , a re  ch ild ren  o f  th e  d ev il (c f. 1 Jn . 3 :9 , 1 0 ). A  ch ild  o f  th e  d ev il is  certa in ly  th e  o p p o site  o f  

th e id ea l o f  n o b le h u m an ity . W e a re tru e m en  o n ly  w h en , ren ew ed  a fte r th e id ea l o f C h ris t, w e b eco m e  

ch ild ren  o f  G o d .

C h ris t is th e su b stan tia l " im ag e o f  th e  in v is ib le G o d , th e  firstb o rn  o f  ev e iy  c rea tu re” (C o l. 1 :1 5 ). 

M an  w as c reated  a fte r  th e  p a tte rn  o f  th is e tern al ex em p la r an d  co n seq u en tly  w as in  h is o rig in a l b eau ty  an  

im ag e o f G o d . H o w  w as th e im ag e o f G o d , w h ich  h ad  b een  d estro y ed  in  th e so u ls o f  m en  b y  s in , to  b e  

re s to red if n o t b y ren ew in g ag a in  th e o rig in a l p a tte rn  w h ich  w as th e p lan  a lso o f  th e firs t c rea tio n . A ll 

tilin g s w ere c reated  a fte r th e e tern a l im ag e o f  G o d , an d  a ll tilin g s w ere to  b e ren ew ed  acco rd in g  to  th is  

lik en ess . "A ll th in g s w ere c reated  th ro u g h  H im  an d u n to H im ” (C o l. 1 :1 6 ); h en ce, a ll th in g s m u st b e  

ren ew ed  b y  H im  an d  in  H im . S u ch  is th e  p lan  G o d  co n ce iv ed  fro m  a ll e te rn ity  “ to  reestab lish  a ll th in g s in  

C h ris t”  in  th e  fu lln ess  o f  tim e  (E p h . 1 :1 0 ). A t  th e  m o m en t  w h en  w e  a re  re -c rea ted  acco rd ing  to  th e  im ag e  o f  

C h ris t an d  u n ited  to  H im , th o se  c reativ e  w o rd s  re so u n d  ag ain  in  o u r so u ls : “L et th e re  b e  lig h t” ; b u t n o w  it  is  

th e  e te rn a l lig h t itse lf  w h ich  g lo w s in  o u r  so u ls. F o r  th e  S o n  o f  G o d  b ecam e  m an  th a t H e  “ th e  b rig h tn ess  o f  

H is  (G o d ’s) g lo ry ', an d  th e  fig u re  o f  H is  su b stan ce"  (H eb . 1 :3 ), m ig h t ren ew  in  o u r  so u ls, freed  fro m  s in  an d  

renew ed  in  g race , th e im ag e o f th e g lo ry ' o f G o d . T h u s a ll o f  u s . as th e A p o stle te lls u s , “w ith  faces  

u n v e iled , w e  a re  b e in g  tran sfo rm ed  in to  H is  v ery  im ag e , fro m  g lo ry  to  g lo ry ” (2  C o r. 3 :1 8 ). In  o th e r  w o rd s: 

W e sh a ll re flec t in  th e g o d lin ess o u r C h ristian  co n du c t  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  L o rd  w h ich  d w ells w ith in  u s an d  



sh a ll in te rio rly  b eco m e  m o re  p erfectly  tran sfo rm ed  b y  “ th e  sp irit o f  th e  L o rd ” in to  m o re  p erfec t im ag es o f  

C h ris t, an d  sh a ll g ro w  in  g lo ry  u n til a t la s t w e sh a ll a tta in  p erfec t g lo ry th ro u g h  u n io n  w ith  C h ris t o u r 

S av io r  in  h eav en .

F o r  th o se  w h o  a re  w alk in g  o n  th e  p a th  to  d estru c tio n , th is  g lo ry  is  v e iled ; fo r  th em  " th e  g o d  o f  th is  

w o rld  [th e  d ev il] h as  b lin d ed  th e ir  u n b e liev in g  m in d s  th a t th ey  sh o u ld  n o t see  th e  lig h t o f  th e  g o sp e l o f  th e  

g lo ry  o f  C h ris t, w h o  is  th e  im ag e  o f  G o d ” (2  C o r. 4 :4 ). W e. h o w ev er, n o  lo n g er  w ish  to  b ear  th e  im ag e  o f  

th e  earth ly  m an  in  u s , b u t ra th e r th a t o f  th e h eav en ly  (c f. 1 C o r. 1 5 :4 9 ). in  o rd e r  th a t w e  m ay  b e  ren ew ed  

d ay  b y  d ay  (c f. 2  C o r. 4 :1 6 ) an d  th a t w e  m ay  n o t o n ly  b e  ca lled  ch ild ren  o f  G o d , b u t m ay  b e  su ch  in  tru th  

an d  b eco m e d a ily  b e tte r an d  m o re-lo v ed  ch ild ren  o f  o u r h eav en ly  F a th er  as b ro th ers o f  H is b e lo v ed  S o n , 

o u r  S av io r, Jesu s C h ris t.

A s  o u r S av io r  a lo n e  is  essen tia lly  th e  im ag e  o f  th e  F a th er, so , to o , H e  o n ly  is  b y  n a tu re  th e  S o n  o f  

G o d . “T h is is M y  b e lo v ed  S o n . in  w h o m  I am  w ell p leased ” (M t. 1 7 :5 ). “T h o u  a rt M y  S o n , to d ay  h av e I 

b eg o tten  T h ee” (H eb . 1 :5 ). T h ro u g h  g race m en  b eco m e th e ad o p ted  ch ild ren  o f G o d  (c f. G al. 4 :5 ). O f  

co u rse , th is ad o p tio n  is n o t m erely  an  ex te rn a l fo rm a lity  su ch  as  w e  h av e  w h en  a  m an  ad o p ts a  ch ild ; b u t  

w e  a re  tran sfo rm ed  b y  it  in te rio rly  th ro u g h  san c tify in g  g race  in to  ch ild ren  o f  G o d , th o u g h  o n ly  in to  ad o p ted  

ch ild ren .

W ith  th e  lo ss o f  san c tify  in g  g race m en  h ad  lo st th e ir  ad o p tio n  an d  b eco m e s lav es o f  S a tan . W h o  

co u ld  re s to re  th e ir  k in sh ip  w ith  G o d  m o re  ap p ro p ria te ly  th an  H e  w h o  is  b y  n a tu re  th e  S o n  o f  G o d ?  T h ro u g h  

lo v e  o f  u s H e  b ecam e o n e  o f  o u r  race , sa tis fied  fo r th e  w h o le  o f  o u r d eb t, re sto red  san c tify in g  g race  to  u s , 

an d  ra ised  u s to  th e  d ig n ity  o f  H is  b ro th e rs, “ th a t H e  sh o u ld  b e  th e  firstb o rn  am o n g  m an y  b re th ren ” (R o m . 

8 :2 9 ). H e is n o t ash am ed  to ca ll u s b re th ren , say s th e  A p o stle (c f. H eb . 2 :1 1 ). H e  b ecam e m an  " th at w e  

m ig h t receiv e th e ad o p tio n o f so n s” (G a l. 4 :5 ). W ith o u t frien dsh ip  w ith C h ris t, w ith o u t b eco m in g H is  

b ro th e rs, w e  rem ain  ch ild ren  o f  w ra tir (c f. E p h . 2 :3 ). re jec ted , d is in h e rited  ch ild ren , w h o se  p o rtio n  is h e ll; 

h en ce, frien d sh ip  w ith  C h rist is  n ecessa ry ' fo r  u s .

3 . W h a t  a r e  th e  fr u i ts  o ffr ie n d s h ip  w ith  C h r is t?  T h e  an sw er  to  th is q u estio n  is  o b v io u s  fro m  w h at 

h as a lready b een sa id . F rien d sh ip w ith Jesu s ra ises u s fro m  o u r fa llen  s ta te an d m ak es u s o n ce m o re  

p leas in g  to  G o d . T h ro u gh  C h ris t, G o d  h as m ad e  u s  w o rth y  to  b e  p artak e rs  o f  th e  lo t  o f  th e  sa in ts in  th e  lig h t 

o f  tru tir an d  ju s tice , H e h as d e liv e red  u s fro m  th e p o w ers o f  d ark n ess  an d  tran s la ted  u s  to  th e  k in g d o m  o f  

th e  S o n  o f  H is lo v e  (c f. C o l. 1 :1 2 , 1 3 ).

F rien d sh ip  w ith  th e  a rch e ty pa l  an d  id ea l M an . Jesu s C h ris t m ak es  u s  o n ce  m o re  tru e  m en , “m en  o f  

G o d ” (2  T im . 3 :1 7 ).

T h ro u gh  frien d sh ip  w ith  Jesu s th e  im ag e  o f  G o d  d estro yed  in  u s  b y  s in  is  re s to red . O f  ev e iy  frien d  

o f C h ris t a re th e w o rd s o f th e A p o stle v erified : G o d  fo rek n ew  th o se w h o w ill b e H is o w n ; th ese H e  

p red estin a ted  to  b e  m ad e  co n fo rm ab le  to  th e  im ag e  o f  H is S o n , firs t h ere  in  tim e , th en  p erfec tly  in  e te rn ity  

(c f. R o m . 8 :2 9 , 3 0 ).

T h ro u gh  frien dsh ip  w ith  C  h rist w e a tta in  o n ce m o re o u r lo st d ig n ity o f  ch ild ren  o f G o d . “Y o u  

h av e  b een  ca lled  in to  fe llo w sh ip  w ith  H is S o n , Jesu s C h ris t, o u r  L o rd ” (1 C o r. 1 :9 ). A ll frien d s o f  C h ris t 

p o ssess  tire sp irit o f  C h ris t, an d  th is sp irit b ears  th em  w itn ess  th a t th ey  a re  ch ild ren  o f  G o d  an d  as ch ild ren  

o f  G o d  b ro th e rs  an d  jo in t h e irs  w ith  C h ris t (c f. R o m . 8 :9 . 1 6 , 1 7 ). A s  b ro th e rs o f  C h rist th ey  a re  o b lig ed  to  

accep t th e m in d  o f C h rist (c f. P h il. 2 :5 ). F o r s in ce w e h av e access th ro u g h  C h ris t to  th e g race o f  b e in g  

ch ild ren  o f  G o d  an d  g lo iy  in  th e  h o p e  o f  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e so n s o f  G o d  (c f. R o m . 5 :2 . 3 ). w e  m ay  h av e  n o  

o th e r  m in d  th an  th a t w h ich  C h ris t h as .



T h is is  w h y  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart  is so  s ig n ifican t. W h ile  o th e r  d ev o tio n s  b rin g  b efo re  

u s ch iefly  th e  ex te rio r  o f  C h ris t —  as fo r ex am p le  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  fiv e  w o u n d s o r  to  th e  h o ly  c ro ss —  

d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart is  co n ce rn ed  en tire ly  w ith  th e  in te rio r. It is  d irec ted  to w ard  th e  lo v e  o f  C h ris t 

an d  to w ard  th e  life  o f  H is so u l an im ated  b y  th is  lo v e. C o n seq u en tly , it m ig h t  b e  d esig n ated  as  th e  d ev o tio n  

to  th e  sen tim en ts  o f  C h ris t. A n d  can  an y o ne  w h o  is  a  frien d  o f  Jesu s, w h o  is  fam ilia r  w ith  th e  sen tim en ts  o f  

H is h eart, ev er ch erish  th o u g h ts an d  id ea ls o th e r th an  h eav en ly ? C an  th e sp irit o f  th e w o rld , se lfish n ess, 

p ride , q u arre lso m en ess, an d  a ll th e  o th e r  v ices , b e  ch erish ed  b y  o n e  w h o  h o n o rs  th e  h eart o f  Jesus?  If  w e  

ask o u rse lv es in a ll o u r th o u g h ts , a im s, an d en d eav o rs : “ Is th is w o rth y o f th e h eart o f C h ris t?” o u r  

co n sc ience , an im ated  b y  fa ith , w ill n o t leav e  u s  in  d o u b t.

L et u s , th en , co n fo rm  o u r  h eart to  th e  h eart o f  C h ris t, an d  o u r co n v ersa tio n  w ill b e  in  h eav en  (c f. 

P h il. 3 :2 0 ). T h e h eav en ly a tm o sph ere th a t fills th e h eart o f C h ris t w ill a lso p u rify o u r sen tim en ts and  

s tren g th en  th em  an d  in flu ence  o u r  d eed s an d  o m issio n s . W e  w ill liv e  th e  life  o f  a  ch ild  o f  G o d  an d  sp read  

ev e iy w h ere  th e  p leasan t  a ir  o f  g o o d  co n d u c t. G o d  w ill m ak e  u s  to  tr iu m p h  in  C h ris t Jesu s an d  to  can y  w ith  

u s  in  ev ery  p lace  th e  v ery  a tm o sph ere  o f  o u r  k n o w led g e  o f  H im  (c f. 2  C o r. 2 :1 4 ).

C H A P T E R  X I

A  P ro fo u n d  F rien d

“ G o d  g r a n t  th a t  C h r is t  m a y  d w e ll  b y  fa i th  in  y o u r  h e a r ts , th a t  y o u  m a y  

b e  a b le  to  c o m p re h e n d  w h a t  is  th e  d e p th  o f  C h r is t  "  ( c f  E p h . 3 :1 6  f f ) .

1 . T h e  fr a n k n e s s  o f  J e su s  C h r is t. Jesu s is a  u n iq u e  frien d  b ecau se o f  H is u n p ara lle led  fran k n ess  

an d  u n fath o m ab le  d ep th . F ran k n ess an d  d ep th  a re essen tia l ch arac te ris tic s  o f  ev ery n o b le frien d sh ip . N o  

m an  tak es  an  u n co m m u n ica tiv e , u n ap p ro ach ab le , re serv ed  in d iv id u al fo r a  frien d . F rien d sh ip  is  essen tia lly  

a  sp iritu a l u n io n . Y et fran k ness  m u st n o t b e  sh a llo w . T h ere  a re  m en  w h o se  in te rio r  is  en tire ly  la id  b are  a fte r  

a  sh o rt acqu a in tan ce . T h ey  d o  n o t m ak e it a  p o in t to  k eep  an y secre ts  fo r th em se lv es . S in ce  th ey  h av e  n o  

sp iritu a l treasu res to  g u ard , th e ir h eart is  o n  th e ir  to n g u e  an d  th ey  m an ifes t a ll th e ir  th o u g h ts , d esire s, am b i­

tio n s . N o o n e v a lu es su ch sh a llo w  in d iv id u als . S in ce a frien d co m m u n icate s h is in te rio r to Iris frien d , 

p ru d en t m en  w ill b e  lo a th  to  ex ten d  th e ir frien d sh ip  to  o n e  w h o se ch ief  o ccu p a tio n  is to  p u b lish  fro m  th e  

h o u seto p s  w h at h as  b een  co n fid ed  to  h im . M o reo v er, m en  seek  in  th e ir  frien d  th e  co m p lem en t fo r  th e ir  o w n  

in su ffic ien c ies  —  a t leas t o rd in a rily . B u t w h at can  an y o ne  fin d  in  a su p erfic ia l, d iffu s iv e  in d iv id u a l?  P o o r  

in  sp iritu a l g o o d s , h e  sq u an d ers  ev en  th e  little h e  p o ssesses. O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , it is o n e  o f  th e  k een est  jo y s  

o f frien d sh ip to fin d in  o u r frien d ev er n ew  treasu res o f sp iritu a l w ealth : b eau tifu l th o u g h ts, accu ra te  

ju d g m en ts , n o b le ten d en c ies , d e lica te co n sid e ra tio n , lo fty  am b itio n s, firm n ess o f  ch arac te r, an d  ev er n ew  

p ro o fs  o f  ch an g e less fid e lity . T h e m o re  v iv id  th e  co n v ic tio n  th a t ev ery  d eeper in s ig h t in to  th e so u l life o f  

o u r  frien d  w ill d isc lo se  n ew  rich es  to  o u r  w o n d erin g  ey es , th e  m o re  g lo rio u s  is  o u r  frien d sh ip .



P o ssib ly  su ch  a  frien d  as  w e  h av e  ju s t d escrib ed  is  th e  u n rea lized  id ea l o f  a  h u m an  frien d , b u t it is  

lite ra lly tru e as a d esc rip tio n  o f o u r F rien d , Jesus . H e s tan ds b efo re u s in  lu m in o u s c la rity . W e k n o w  

accu rate ly  w h at a  treasu re  w e  h av e  in  H im . H e  h as rev ea led  th is  to  u s  an d  p ro p o ses it fo r o u r  b e lie f  as an  

a rtic le  o f  fa ith  th ro u g h  th e  C ath o lic  C h u rch .

O u r S av io r is as tru ly  m an  as  w e  a re  o u rselv es, an d  n o th in g  h u m an  h as rem ain ed  fo re ig n  to  H im , 

s in  a lo n e  ex cep ted . H e  k n o w s  fro m  H is  o w n  p erso na l  ex p erien ce  a ll th e  m ise ries to  w h ich  w e  a re  h e ir, th e  

in te rio r an d  ex te rio r su fferin g s to  w h ich  w e  a re  su b ject, an d  ev en  d ea th  itse lf . H e  p o ssesses  a  sy m p ath e tic , 

sen sitiv e ly  h u m an  h eart, an d  w as n o t ash am ed  to  sh ed  tears o f  co m p ass io n  a t th e su ffe rin g s o f  H is fe llow  

m en . H is m issio n  w as to co n so le th e su fferin g , to  a id  th em  in  th e ir tro u b les, n ay , ev en tua lly  to  free H is  

fr ien d s fro m  a ll su ffe rin g  an d  to  m ak e  th em  sh a re u n sp eak ab le , e te rn a l b liss in  H is co m p any . H e is "T h e  

m an  C h ris t Jesu s,” as th e  A p o stle  ca lls  H im  (1  T im . 2 :5 ), o r  "T h e  S o n  o f  M an .” as  o u r S av io r  w as  w o n t to  

d esig n a te  H im se lf, a  m an  o f  o u r race  an d  th e  b est o f  o u r race.

B u t H e is a t th e sam e tim e th e e te rn a l S o n  o f  G o d . w h o  say s o f  H im se lf: “A ll th in g s h av e  b een  

d e liv e red  to  M e  b y  M y  F a th er” (M t. 1 1 :2 7 ), an d  “ th a t w h ich  M y  F a th er h a th  g iv en  M e, is g rea ter th an  a ll,”  

it is th e d iv in e n a tu re ; “ I an d  th e F a th e r a re O n e” (Jn . 1 0 :2 9 . 3 0 ). A n d  S t. P au l say s th a t H e " is o v er a ll 

th in g s , G o d  b lessed fo r ev er” (R o m . 9 :5 ). H e ap p ea red  in  o u r m id st as m an in o rd e r to es tab lish  th e  

k in g d o m  o f  G o d , b u t n o t th e  ea rth ly  k in g d o m  ex p ected  b y  th e  Jew s. It is n o t a  k in g d om  o f  w h ich  o n e  m ay  

say : “H ere  it is o r  th e re  (c f. L k . 1 7 :2 1), th is  m o u n ta in  ch ain  o r th is riv e r b o u n d  it;” b u t it is a  k in g d o m  o f  

h o lin ess  an d  ju s tice , an d  its en d  is h eav en . T h e w ay  to  th is en d  is n arro w  an d  ro u g h ; it is th e  w ay  o f  th e  

o b se rv an ce o f th e co m m an d m en ts , o f se lf-d en ia l, o f u n w earied  ca rry  in g o f th e c ro ss, o f read in ess to  

sac rifice  ev en  life  itse lf  to  a tta in  th e  en d  (c f. L k . 1 4 :2 6 , 2 7 . 3 3 ).

A lso in  tliis reg ard  o u r S av io r d eals w ith  u s w ith  p erfect can d o r. H e h as co n cea led  n o n e o f  th e  

d ifficu ltie s n ecessa rily  co nn ected  w ith  H is se rv ice . A n d  if  w e  a re  fa ith le ss  in  H is sen d ee  d esp ite  o u r d esire  

to  b e o n e o f  H is d isc ip le s. H e  w arn s u s th ro u g h  th e  v o ice o f  o u r  co n sc ien ce an d  d o es n o t d esist u n til w e  

listen  to  H is  w arn in g  o r  sep ara te  o u rse lv es en tire ly  fro m  H im  (c f. Jn . 6 :6 8 ). H e  is  th e  lig h t o f  th e  w o rld ; H is  

p erso n  is th e  lig h t, H is d o c trin e  is th e  lig h t. H is  m o ra l p recep ts a re  th e  lig h t. A s reg ard s a ll th e  th ing s  th a t 

w e m u st b e liev e an d  d o  to  a tta in  sa lv atio n . H e h as g iv en  u s th e c leares t in s tru c tio n . T h ere is n o  trace o f  

re se rv e o r  frau d  in  H im . H en ce . H e  can  ca ll a ll o f  u s o n e  d ay  b efo re H is  ju d g m en t sea t, b ecau se  w e  h av e  

n o t ev en  th e  sem b lan ce  o f  an  ex cu se  th a t H e  d id  n o t d ea l o p en ly  an d  h o n estly  w ith  u s . “A ll th a t a re  in  th e  

to m b s sh a ll h ear th e v o ice o f th e S o n  o f G o d . A n d  th ey w h o h av e d o n e g o o d sh a ll co m e fo rth  u n to  

re su rrec tio n  o f  life ; b u t th ey  w h o  h av e  d o n e  ev il, u n to  th e  re su rrec tio n  o f  ju d g m en t” (Jn . 5 :2 8 , 2 9 ). S u ch  is  

th e  fran k  a ttitu d e  o f  o u r  S av io r  in  o u r  reg a rd .

2 . O u r  S a v io r , h o w e v e r , is  a ls o  a  fr ie n d  o f  u n fa th o m a b le  d e p th . It m u st b e  so ; fo r  s in ce  H e  is  to  b e  

o u r  F rien d  fo r a ll e te rn ity , w e  sh o u ld  so m e  d ay  ex h au st H is  w ealth  if  it w ere n o t in ex h au stib le ; w e  sh o u ld  

th en  b e  u n ab le  to  fin d  n ew  treasu res  in  H im , an d  in d ifferen ce  w o u ld  su cceed  to  a ffec tio n  an d  en th u sia sm . 

E te rn a l frien dsh ip  —  e tern a l in  th e s tric t sen se o f th e w o rd  —  d em an d s an  in fin ite d ep th o f sp iritu a l 

treasu re  in  o u r  frien d . S in ce in  h eav en  G o d ’s rich es  b eco m e  to  a  ce rta in  ex ten t th e  p ro p erty  o f  each  o f  th e  

b lessed , a ll th e  in h ab itan ts o f  h eav en  p o ssess w ith in  th em se lv es  a  treasu re w h ich  o n ly  G o d  can  p erfectly  

co m p rehen d  an d  v a lu e . H o w ev er d eep ly  o n e o f  th e  b lessed  m ay d e lv e in to  th e so u l o f  th e o th e r, h e can  

n ev er p lu m b th e b o tto m , b ecau se h e in v a riab ly reach es th e re flec tio n o f th e D iv in ity w h ich  h e can n o t 

fa th o m . B u t th e  u n fath o m ab le  ab y ss o f  p erfec tio n  o f  o u r  d iv in e S av io r is in co m p arab ly  g rea ter th an  th a t o f  

a ll th e  sa in ts, b ecau se  a ll p o ssib le  m o d es o f  u n io n  w ith  th e  D iv in ity  p o ssessed  b y  th e  sa in ts  a re  fo u n d  in  a  

fa r  h ig h er  d eg ree  in  H im , an d  b ecau se  H e  is  a  d iv in e  p erso n , w h ich  cann o t  b e  sa id  o f  an y  sa in t.



W e  sh a ll rea lize  o n ly  in  h eav en  th e  en tire  d ep th  o f  th is  u n fa th om ab le  ab y ss o f  p erfectio n  w h en  w e  

sh a ll see o u r S av io r as H e is (c f. 1 Jn . 3 :2 ). W e sh a ll see H im  in  H is h u m an  an d  d iv ine  n a tu re . W e sh a ll 

co m e  to  k n o w  a ll th e  p riv ileg es o f  g race  acco rd ed  H is h u m an ity ; H is su rp ass in g  k n o w led g e  an d  w isd o m , 

H is  b o u n d less lo v e  o f  G o d  an d  m an , H is ab so lu te  ju s tice  in  a ll H is  co m m an d s  an d  ju d g m en ts , H is  s ta in le ss  

san c tity , H is  o m n ip o ten ce , an d  d esp ite  H is  g rea tn ess, H is  co n d escen sio n  to w ard  m en , w h o m  H e  reco g n izes  

as b ro th e rs an d  as m em b ers o f H is m y stical b o d y . W h en  w e sh a ll b e en rap tu red  b y th is u n d ream ed  o f  

b eau ty  an d  sh a ll see an d  ad m ire  in  H is c reated  p erfec tio n  th e  em b o d im en t  o f  th e  ex em p la r  o f  m an , w e  a re  

s till o n ly  a t th e  th resh o ld  o f  th e  fa th o m less  d ep th  o f  p erfectio n . F o r  th e  c reated  p erfectio n s  o f  C h ris t d o  n o t  

co n stitu te  th e rea l o b jec t o f  th e  b ea tific  v is io n . T h a t o b jec t is th e  D iv in ity  Itse lf , w h ich  h as assu m ed  th e  

h u m an  n a tu re  o f  C h ris t. W e  w o u ld  n o t see o u r  L o rd  as  H e  is if  w e  d id  n o t see  a lso  H is  D iv in ity ; w e  sh a ll 

see it u n v e iled  as it is ; w e sh a ll see an d  m arv e l; w e sh a ll m arv el an d lo v e ; w e sh a ll lo v e , an d  a ll th e  

y earn in g s o f  o u r so u l w ill b e sa tis fied ; w e sh a ll h av e o u r  fill an d  s till a lw ay s h u n g er an ew , b ecau se w e  

can n o t ex h au st  th e  in fin ite . W e  sh a ll b e  su b m erg ed  in  a  b o tto m less  sea , n o t to  p erish  in  it, b u t to  fin d  th e re  

th e  e tern a l s tren g th  an d  jo y  o f  life . It is  th e  p rim ev a l sea  o f  sp iritu a l lig h t fo r  w h o se  p ercep tio n  th e  so u l w ill 

b e  en d o w ed  w ith  a sp ec ia l p o w er w h ich , in  th e lan g u ag e o f  th e  C h u rch , is called  th e “ lig h t o f  g lo ry .” B y  

s in k in g  in to  th is in fin ite sea o f  lig h t, th e  b lissfu l rap tu re o f  th e  firs t m o m en t o f  b ea titu d e  is renew ed  each  

m o m en t an d  m ain ta in ed  a t its  o rig in a l  v ig o r. A n d  fo r  a ll th e  aeo n s  o f  e te rn ity  th is  rap tu re  w ill n ev er  lo se  its  

p o w er to ch arm , n ev er d u ll th e ed g e o f o u r d esire s . T h u s, th e tw o seem in g ly co n trad ic to ry  p ro m ises o f  

H o ly  W rit w ill b e  v erified : "T h ey  th a t ea t M e, sh a ll y e t h u n g er: an d  th ey  th a t d rin k  M e, sh a ll y e t th irs t”  

(E cc lu s . 2 4 :2 9), an d : “H e  w h o  co m es  to  M e  sh a ll n o t h u n g er: an d  h e  w h o  b e liev es in  M e  sh a ll n ev er  th irs t”  

(Jn . 6 :3 5 ). O u r S av io r  H im self  ex p la in s  th e  p arad o x : “H e  th a t sh a ll d rin k  o f  th e  w ate r th a t 1 w ill g iv e  h im , 

sh a ll n o t th irs t fo r  ev er.”

A n d  w h y  sh a ll h e  n o t th irs t?  B ecau se  “ th e  w ater  th a t  w ill g iv e  h im , sh a ll b eco m e  in  h im  a  fo u n ta in  

o f  w ater  sp ring in g  u p  u n to  life  ev erlas tin g ” (Jn . 4 :1 3 , 1 4 ). O  th is  b lessed  th irs t, w h ich  is  a lw ay s sa tis fied ! O  

th is  b lessed  d rin k in g , w h ich  co n tin u a lly  s tim u late s  th e  th irs t to  d rin k  y e t m o re  o f  th e  fo u n ta in  o f  lig h t and  

life! H o w  p erfectly  a ll th e d esire s o f  o u r  h eart fo r h ap p in ess w ill b e sa tis fied  b y  th is e tern a lly re fresh in g  

d rau g h t.

B u t as lo n g  as  w e  a re  d e tain ed  h ere  b e lo w  “ it h as n o t y e t ap p ea red  w h at w e  sh a ll b e ” (1  Jn . 3 :2 ). 

O n ly  d eath  w ill p erfectly  u n ite u s w ith  th e o b jec t o f  o u r lo n g in g s . T h ere fo re le t u s say  w ith  th e A p o stle : 

“F o r  to  m e, to  liv e is C h ris t: an d  to  d ie  is g a in ; ... d esirin g  to  d ep art an d  to  b e  w ith  C h ris t, a  lo t b y  fa r th e  

b e tte r” (P h il. 1 :2 1 , 2 3 ).

Y et o u r S av io r w o u ld  n o t b e th e lo v in g  F rien d  H e is if , d u rin g  o u r p ilg rim ag e h ere b e lo w , H e  

d en ied  u s a ll co n so la tio n  a t th e so u rce o f  o u r  b ea titu d e . E v en  in  th is life  th o se  w o rd s a re  v erified : “If  an y  

m an th irs t, le t h im  co m e to M e an d d rin k ” (Jn . 7 :3 7 ). T h o u san d s h av e d ru n k a t th is fo u n ta in an d  

ack n o w led g ed  w ith  S t. P au l: “B y  C h ris t d o th  o u r  co m fo rt ab o u n d " (2  C o r. 1 :5 ). S o  fu ll o f  th is  co m fo rt w as  

th e  A p o stle  th a t h e  d eem ed  it a  g rea t g race  to  b e  p erm itted  to  p reach  ev ery w h ere  “ th e  u n fa th o m ab le  rich es  

o f  C h ris t” (E p h . 3 :8 ).

B u t, o f  co u rse , w e  m u st th irs t a fte r  C h ris t if  o u r  y earn in g s  fo r  h ap p in ess  a re  to  b e  sa tis fied  b y  H im . 

W e  m u st  b rin g  H im  a  h eart em p ty  o f  in o rd in a te  lo v e  o f  ea rth  so  th a t th e  treasu res  o f  H is h eav en ly  lo v e  m ay  

fin d  ro o m  in  it. W e m u st n o t ap p ea r b efo re H im  w ith  n arro w  h earts, b u t m u st en larg e th em  w ith  lo v e , 

d esire , co n fiden ce , so th a t o u r S av io r m ay fill th em . T h en w e sh a ll ex p erien ce m o re an d m o re h o w  

ex h au stless an d b ea tific th e rich es o f H is h eart a re . A  s in g le ray o f g race fro m  th is h eart can  fu lly  

co m p en sa te  u s  fo r  a ll th e  e ffo rts, su ffe rin g s , sac rifices  w h ich  sen d ee  o f  th e  S av io r en ta ils . H o w ev er, w o rd s  



a re  in ad eq u ate , o n ly  ex p erien ce can  teach  u s . T h e  fa ith fu l se rv an ts o f  C h ris t ex p erien ce  d e lig h ts  fo r  w h ich  

h u m an  lan g u age  h as n o  w o rd s , “ sec re t w o rd s ,” S t. P au l ca lls th em  (2  C o r. 2 :4 ). B u t o n e  th in g  th e  A p o stle  

d o es te ll u s: “F o r th e ex cellin g  k n o w led g e  o f Jesu s C h ris t, m y  L o rd  ... I h av e su ffe red  th e lo ss o f  a ll 

th in g s, an d  I co u n t th em  as  d u n g , th a t  I m ay  g a in  C h ris t” (P h il. 3 :8 ).

M an y g rea t sa in ts h av e ch erish ed th e sam e sen tim en ts an d en jo y ed th e sam e ex p erien ces. 

P rec ise ly  b ecau se  o f  th ese ex p erien ces , th ey  co u ld  n o  lo n g er  u n d erstan d  h o w  an y o n e  co u ld  lo v e  an y th in g  

b u t C h ris t. F ar  fro m  g ro w in g  w eary  o f  th e  ch arm  o f  th e  k n o w led g e  o f  C h ris t, th ey  ad ju red  h eav en  an d  ea rth  

n o t to  d is tu rb  th em  in  th e en jo y m en t o f  th is d e lig h t. D o  n o t th e  w ritin g s in  w h ich  th e  sa in ts a ttem p ted  to  

d esc rib e th is ex p erien ce , th e  w ritin g s o f  a C ath erin e  o f  S ien a , a T eresa , a  B lessed  H enry S u so , an d  m an y  

o th e rs  b reath e  fo rth  a  lu m in o u s a tm o sp h ere  o f  su p ern a tu ra l h ap p in ess w h ich  rem in d s u s  o f  th e  e te rn a l lig h t 

o f h eav en  w h ich  sh a ll o n e d ay , w e h o p e , b e a lso o u r p o rtio n ? O n e w h o h as n o t lo st a ll ta ste  fo r p u re , 

sp iritu a l, tru e h ap p in ess m u st co n ceiv e  th e d esire to  b e p erm itted  to  ta ste a little o f  th is h ap p in ess h ere  

b e lo w .

3 . I t  is  p o s s ib le  fo r  a ll , e a c h  a fte r  h is  o w n  fa s h io n , to  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  jo y  o f  s o u n d in g  th e  fa th o m le s s  

tr e a s u re s  o f  o u r  S a v io r . T h e  ecs tas ie s o f  th e  g reat sa in ts  a re  ex trao rd in ary  g races  w h ich  a re  n o t acco rd ed  to  

a ll C h ris tian s , n o t ev en  to a ll th e sa in ts . T h e o m n ip o ten ce  o f G o d can , o f co u rse , fro m  s to n es ra ise u p  

ch ild ren  to  A b rah am  (c f. M t. 3 :9 ). can  tran sfo rm  th e  p ersecu to r  o f  th e  C h u rch , S au l, in to  a  S t. P au l (c f. A cts  

9 :1 -3 0 ). It can , th e re fo re , b esto w  o n  ev ery C h ris tian  th e g race o f  th e h ig h est co n tem p la tio n . B u t in  H is  

o rd in a ry  p ro v idence  G o d  p ro p o rtio n s  H is  g races  to  th e  en d o w m en ts , th e  o ccu p a tio n s , th e  in c lin a tio n s o f  th e  

in d iv id u a l. B y  fa r  th e  g rea ter  n u m b er  o f  m en  a re  ca lled  n o t to  th e  co n tem p la tiv e  b u t to  th e  ac tiv e  life , e ith e r  

to  m en ta l o r  p h y sica l lab o r. T h ere fo re , it w o u ld  n o t b e  ex p ed ien t fo r G o d  to  b esto w  o n  a  so u l ca lled  to  th e  

ac tiv e life S u p ern a tu ra l g ifts w h ich  w o u ld  in te rfere  w ith  its ex te rna l ac tiv ity '. T h ere  m ay  b e  c ircu m stan ces  

in  w h ich  th e  sa in ts  o f  G o d  lead  a  d o u b le  life , an d . d esp ite  co n tin u ed  co n tem p latio n , d isch a rge  th e ir  ex tern a l 

d u tie s u n im ped ed ; b u t su ch  cases a re m iracu lo u s an d  th e re fo re ex trao rd in a ry . O rd in arily . G o d  d o es n o t 

co n d u c t th e  so u ls  H e  h as  ch o sen  fo r  th e  activ e  life  o n  th e  p a th s  o f  lo fty ' co n tem p la tio n ; fo r  co n tem p latio n  is  

n o t a  n ecessa ry  m ean s  o r  m easu re  o f  h o lin ess.

O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , frien dsh ip  w ith  o u r  S av io r, k n o w led g e  o f  H im . co n fid en tia l d ea lin g s  w ith  H im , 

ex p lo ra tio n s o f th e san c tu a ry ' o f H is h eart, p leasu re a t an d p artic ip a tio n in  H is ex h au stle ss treasu res , 

ev ery th in g , in  sh o rt, th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart o ffe rs u s , is a  p a th  o p en  to  a ll an d  o n  w h ich  a ll o f  

g o o d  w ill can  w alk . O ffer  a ll y o u r  w o rk s , th en , to  o u r  S av io r as  a  re tu rn  fo r  H is lo v e  an d  in  rep a ra tio n  fo r  

th e  in g ra titu d e  an d  in su lts  w ith  w h ich  so  m an y  m en  rew ard  H is lo v e ; b e  o n  y o u r  g u ard  ag a in s t in c reas in g  

th e  accum u la tio n  o f  h u m an  in g ra titu d e  b y  d e lib e ra te  s in . G lan ce  a t tim es a t th e  p ic tu re  o f  th e  S acred  H eart 

w ith  th e ey es o f  th e  b o d y  if  p o ssib le , o r. a t least w ith  th o se o f  th e so u l. P en n it th e  flam es  o f  lo v e  w h ich  

a rise  fro m  th is h eart to  en k in d le  a  re tu rn  o f  lo v e in  y o u r o w n . If  a  c ro ss p resses  d o w n  o n  y  o u r sh o u ld e rs, 

lo o k  u p  to  th e  c ro ss  w h ich  su rm o un ts  th is  h eart  an d  d raw  co u rag e  fro m  it to  ca rry  y o u rs  co u rag eou sly  in  th e  

S av io r’s fo o ts teps . If  y o u r h eart is w o u n d ed  b y n eg lec t an d  ca lu m n y , g aze a t th e c ro w n  o f th o rn s th a t 

su rro u n d s  th is  d iv in e  h eart, a  c ro w n  o f  sh am e  w h ich  o u r S av io r  b o re  fo r  o u r  sak es . D o  n o t fo rg e t th e  g ap in g  

w o u n d  in flic ted  o n  th e  h eart o f  th e  L o rd ; en te r  th e re in  sp irit in  th e h o u r o f  tem p ta tio n  an d  say : "O  Jesus , 

w ith in  T h y  w o u n d s  h id e  m e. F ro m  th e  w icked  fo e  d efen d  m e.”

H ere w e h av e a fam iliarity ' w ith Jesu s w h ich a ll m ay p rac tice , an d th ro u g h w h ich a ll m ay  

p artic ipa te  in  th e  treasu res  o f  H is  h eart. B e  co n v in ced  th a t, if  y o u  ea rn estly  an d  p ersev e rin g ly  d ea l th u s  w ith  

th e  S av io r, y o u  w ill  b e  w alk in g  o n  a  sa fe  w ay . T h e  w o rd s  o f  o u r  S av io r  b e  v erified : “A n d  m an y  th a t a re  la st 

sh a ll b e firs t” (c f. M t. 1 9 :3 0). M an y , w h o  p assed  th ro u g h  th is life u n n o ticed  w ill b e am o n g  th e firs t in  



h eav en , b ecau se o f  th e  treasu res o f  h o lin ess w h ich  th ey  m erited  in  s im p lic ity , fid e lity , an d  p ersev e ran ce . 

T h is a lso  is o n e o f  th e u n fa th o m ab le m y ste rie s o f  th e  h eart o f  o u r d iv in e  L o rd , th a t so m an y  ap p aren tly  

in s ig n ifican t so u ls  a re  n u m b ered  am o n g  H is  b est frien d s .

C H A P T E R  X II

A t  th e  H eart o f  O u r  F rien d

"b . . . I  l iv e  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  F a th e r , s o  h e  w h o  e a ts  

h ie , h e  a ls o  s h a ll  l iv e  b e c a u s e  o f  M e ”  ( J n . 6 :5 8 ) .

1 . I t is  c h a r a c te r is t ic  o f  fr ie n d s h ip  th a t  fr ie n d s  d e s ir e  th e  c o m p a n y  o f  e a c h  o th e r . A  sep a ra tio n  

w h ich  p rec lu des  a ll co m m u n icatio n  w o u ld , in  th e  lo n g  ru n . se rio u sly  im p eril frien d sh ip . O u t o f  s ig h t, o u t o f  

m in d . A  co m p an ion sh ip  w h ich  co n sis ted  so le ly  in  th e  m em o ries o f  d ay s g o n e  b y . w o u ld  h ard ly  su ffice  to  

k eep  a liv e  th e  flam e  o f  frien d sh ip .

Jesu s  k n o w s  th o ro ug h ly  th e  ch aracte ristic s an d  n eed s  o f  o u r  n a tu re . F o r  th is  reaso n  H e  w o u ld  h av e  

rem ain ed  g lad ly  in  o u r m id st to  co n so le H is frien d s w ith  H is p resen ce an d  to  a ttrac t th o se w h o  s till k eep  

a lo o f. H e  te lls H is ap o stle s : "I k n o w  th a t so rro w  h a th  filled  y o u r h earts  b ecau se  o f  M y  d ep artu re"  (c f. Jn . 

1 6 :6 ). B u t to  th e  in c red u lo u s Jew s  H e  p ro p h esied : "W h en  I am  g o n e , y o u  sh a ll seek  M e  an d  sh a ll n o t fin d  

M e, b u t d ie  in  y o u r  s in s"  (c f. Jn . 8 :2 1 ). H e  k n ew  th a t fo r  th e  C h u rch  H is  ab sen ce  w o u ld  b e  a  tim e  o f  p a in fu l 

y earn in g  a fter h er b rid eg ro o m . W h ile th e  b rid eg ro o m  w as p resen t, a ll re jo iced . "B u t th e d ay s w ill co m e  

w h en  th e  b rid eg ro o m  sh a ll b e  tak en  aw ay  fro m  th em , an d  th en  th ey  w ill fa s t o n  th a t d ay ”  (M k . 2 :2 0 ).

W h y, th en , d id  o u r S av io r n o t rem ain  v is ib ly  p resen t in  H is  C h u rch ?  In  ad d itio n  to  o th e r  reaso n s , 

it w as  H is  lo v e  fo r  u s  w h ich  p ersu ad ed  H im  to  ascend  to  h eav en . A  frien d  m ay  u n d ertak e  a  jo u rn ey  to  g a in  

so m e ad v an tag e fo r b is frien d  an d  so  p ro v e h is lo v e  b y  a  tem p ora ry  ab sen ce. S u ch  w as th e  m in d  o f  o u r 

S av io r a t H is ascen sio n  as is ev id enced  b y  th e  w o rd s  w h ich  H e  ad d ressed  to  H is ap o stle s : "B u t I te ll y o u  

th e tm th : it is ex p ed ien t fo r y o u  th a t I d ep art” (Jn . 1 6 :7 ). B u t w h y ex p ed ien t? In  th e first p lace , fa ith  

b ecom es  m o re  m erito rio u s  if  w e  b e liev e  in  C h ris t w ith o u t see in g  H im . "B lessed  a re  th ey  w h o  h av e  n o t seen  

an d  y e t h av e  b e liev ed " (Jn . 2 0 :2 9 ). In  th e  seco n d  p lace , o u r S av io r w ish ed  b y  H is ascen sio n  to  reo p en  fo r  

u s  h eav en  w h ich  h ad  b een  c lo sed  b y  G o d ’s  ju s t d ecree  u n til th e  R ed eem er sh o u ld  h av e  tak en  p o ssess io n  o f  

H is  th ro n e  (c f. H eb . 9 :8 -12 ). Jesu s en te red  h eav en  as o u r  fo reru n n er (c f. H eb . 6 :2 0 ) to  p rep a re a  p lace  fo r  

u s an d  a t d ea th  to  tak e  u s  to  H im self  th a t w e  m ig h t b e  w h ere  H e  is (c f. Jn . 1 4 :3 ). A s  th e  firs t fru its  o f  th e  

w o rk  o f  red em p tio n  H e  co n d u cted  to  h eav en  a ll th e  sa in ts  o f  th e  O ld  T estam en t, fro m  A d am  d o w n  to  Jo h n  

th e  B ap tis t, S t. Jo sep h , an d  th e  d eceased  ju st  w h o  h ad  seen  th e  S av io r; h en ce, w e  read : "A scen d in g  o n  h ig h  

H e led  aw ay cap tiv es; H e g av e g ifts to m en ” (E p . 4 :8 ). In  th e th ird  p lace , o u r S av io r w ish ed  b y H is  

ascen sion  to  d irect o u r g aze to w ard  h eav en . "M in d  th e th in g s th a t a re ab o v e , n o t th e th ing s th a t a re o n  

earth ” (C o l. 3 :2 ).



A fte r  a ll, o f  w h at v a lu e  w o u ld  it  h av e  b een  to  m o st m en  h ad  o u r  S av io r  rem ain ed  in  P a les tin e o r  in  

so m e  o th e r  o n e  p lace?  N o t a ll co u ld  m ak e  a  p ilg rim ag e  to  m eet H im  an d  ev en  if  th ey  co u ld , b ecau se  o f  th e  

m illio n s  w h o  w o u ld  w ish  to  see  H im , th e  in d iv id u a l w o u ld  o b ta in  b u t a  p assin g  g lim pse . O u r S av io r’s  lo v e  

h ere  p ro v ed  itse lf  in v en tiv e . A s it u rg ed  H im  to  ascen d  in to  h eav en  fo r o u r ad v an tag e , it a lso co m p e lled  

H im  to fin d a m eans y e t to rem ain  in o u r m id st, a m eans w h ich  w o u ld  m ak e in tim a te an d co n stan t 

co m p an io n sh ip  w ith  H im  p o ss ib le fo r ev ery  b e liev in g  so u l an d  y e t w o u ld  n o t co u n te rac t th e ad v an tag es  

co nn ected  w ith  H is  ascen sio n .

W e  ack n o w led g e  an d  b e liev e  th a t, in  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  C o u n c il o f  T ren t, “ in  th e  B lessed  S acram en t 

o f  th e  A lta r th e  b o d y  an d  b lo o d  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  so u l an d  d iv in ity  o f  o u r  L o rd  Jesu s  C h ris t, co n seq u en tly  

th e  w h o le  C h ris t, is  tru ly , rea lly , su b stan tia lly  co n ta in ed .” T h is  is , w e  ad m it an  in co m p reh en sib le  m y stery . 

B u t, d ear Jesu s , w e can  u n d erstand  th a t T h y  lo v e  can  co n ce iv e an d  ex ecu te  th in g s  w e  cann o t u n d ers tan d . 

T h o u  h ast sa id : “T h is  is  M y  b o d y , th is  is  M y  b lo o d ,” an d  fu ll o f  fa ith , w e  fa ll d o w n  an d  say  w ith  th a t g reat 

c lien t o f  th e  M o st B lessed  S acram en t, s t. T h o m as  A q u in as,

“H id d en  G o d , d ev o u tly  I  ad o re  T h ee,

T ru ly  p resen t  u n d ern eath  th ese  v e ils :

I  b e liev e , fo r  G o d  th e  S o n  h a th  sa id  it  —

W o rd  o f  T ru th  th a t ev er  sh a ll en d u re .”

O  Jesu s, in c rease  in  u s  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th is  g rea tes t an d  sw ee tes t  m y ste ry  o f  T h y  lo v e !

2 . T h e  p r e se n c e  o f  o u r  d iv in e  S a v io r  in  th e  M o s t  B le s s e d  S a c r a m e n t is  a  g if t  w o r th y  o f  o u r  d iv in e  

F r ie n d . H ere  H e  is  as  n ear  to  u s  as  th e  a rd o r o f  H is  lo v e  d em an ds , an d  y e t so  fa r  aw ay  th a t o u r  life  o f  fa ith  

is n o t im p aired . It is so  q u ie t ab o u t th e  tab e rn ac le , an d  y e t ch o irs o f  an g els su rro un d  it to  ad o re  th e ir G o d  

h id d en  b en ea th th e v e ils o f th e sacram en tal sp ecies. E v ery th in g ab o u t it is ap p aren tly life le ss , an d  y e t  

n o w h ere  o n  earth  is life so  in ten se as w h ere  L ife  Itse lf d w ells in  o u r  m id st. N o th in g , ab so lu te ly  n o th in g , 

h ap p en s  h ere  w h ich  can  im p ress o u r  sen ses , an d  y e t s tream s o f  g race  issu e  fo rth  fro m  th e  S acram en t  o f  th e  

L am b  w h ich  fru c tify  th e  fie ld s  o f  th e  C h u rch  so  th a t  th ey  co n tin u a lly  b rin g  fo rth  n ew  flo w ers  an d  fru its .

W e  a ll  b e liev e  th is , b u t  freq u en tly  o u r  fa ith  in  th e  rea l p resen ce  o f  C h ris t in  th e  B lessed  S acram en t 

o f  th e  A ltar  is n o t a  fire  w h ich  w arm s  o u r  h earts, b u t a  co ld  tru th  w h ich  leav es u s  as u n m o v ed  as an y  o th e r  

sc ien tific p ro p o sitio n . L et u s reca ll ag a in  an d ag ain  th a t a ch u rch in  w h ich  th e B lessed S acram en t is  

re se rved  is  n o t an  em p ty  b u ild in g , ev en  th o u g h  n o  m an  is  w ith in ; it is n o t a  m u seu m  s to ck ed  w ith  p ic tu res , 

s ta tu es, an d  o th e r o b jec ts o f  a rt; it is rea lly  an d  tru ly  th e d w ellin g  o f  th e  K in g  o f  h eav en  an d  ea rth , w h o  

co n tin u a lly  h o ld s  co u rt  th e re  fo r  o u r  sak e , to  en rich  u s  w ith  th e  treasu res  o f  H is  d iv in e  h eart if  w e  w ill o n ly  

co m e  to  rece iv e  th em .

In  th e sac ram en t o f H is lo v e , o u r S av io r th in k s o f u s d ay an d  n ig h t; H is h eart y earn s fo r o u r 

p resen ce , n o t th a t H e  req u ire s  u s  fo r  H is  h ap p in ess , b u t  b ecau se  H is  lo v e  w ish es  to  en rich  u s  w ith  H is  g ifts . 

D ay  a fte r d ay  H is d w ellin g  is o p en  to  a ll; a ll w ith o u t ex cep tio n  a re w elco m e  an d  m ay s ta te  th e ir w ishes . 

H o w  h ig h ly  w e w o u ld  p raise  th e p h ilan th ro p y o f  a  w ealth y an d  in flu en tia l m an  w h o  sh o u ld  b e read y to  

rece iv e  a ll w h o  firs t an n ou n ced  th e ir  co m in g , w h o  sh o u ld  a ffab ly  lis ten  to  each  o n e , co n so le  an d  h e lp  h im , 

an d  sh o u ld  sen d  n o  o n e  aw ay  w ith o u t g iv in g  h im  a  h an d fu l o f  g o ld . O u r S av io r in  th e  tab e rn ac le  is su ch  a  

w ealth y and in flu en tia l m an . N o o n e o f u p rig h t h eart co m es to H im  w ith o u t o b ta in in g  ass is tan ce an d  

leav in g  H is p resen ce  en rich ed  w ith  treasu res  o f  g race . Y et u n fo rtu n a te ly  s in ce so  m an y  C h ristian s  v a lu e a  

h u n d red  p ieces  o f  g o ld  m o re  th an  th ey  v a lu e  a  h u n d red  sp iritu a l g ifts , o u r S av io r  w ith  H is g ifts is  d ese rted  



in  H is tabe rnacle  w h ile  in  th e  s tree t b efo re  th e  h o u se  w h ere  p erch an ce  a  h u n d red  p ieces o f  g o ld  sh o u ld  b e  

d is trib u ted  to  a ll co m ers , th e c ro w d  w o u ld  n ev er th in . W e d o  n o t realize  w h at a  treasu re  w e h av e in  o u r 

S av io r h id d en  u n d er  th e sac ram en ta l v e ils . B u t w e sh a ll u n d ers tan d  it b e tter  if  w e d eal o ftene r an d  m o re  

in tim a te ly  w ith  H im .

O u r d iv in e F rien d  is ce rta in ly  n o t ex trav ag an t in  H is d esire fo r ex te rn a l m ark s o f  rev e ren ce . H e  

d o es n o t d em an d  th a t w e  n eg lec t a ll o th e r  b u sin ess  an d  co m e  to  H im  d ay  a fte r  d ay  to  ren d er  co u rt se rv ice . 

H e  d o es n o t in te rfe re  a t a ll in  o u r  w o rk . O n  th e  co n tra ry , if  w e  w o rk  in  th e  rig h t w ay , H e  w ill co n sid e r a ll 

w e  d o  as d o n e  fo r  H im  an d  w ill rew ard  u s  acco rd in g ly . B u t H e  is  n o t so  in d iffe ren t  to w ard  H is  frien d s  as  

n o t to  fin d  it h ig h ly  ag reeab le if  th ey  co n sec ra te so m e  s tray  m o m ents  to  H im  an d  v is it H im . H e  ex p ec ts , as  

a  m atter o f  fac t, th a t w e  d o  n o t co n d uc t o u r  liv es as  th o u g h  H e  w ere  n o t p resen t in  th e  B lessed  S acram en t. 

H e  co m p la in ed  b itte rly  to  S t. M arg are t  M ary  o f  th e  co ld n ess o f  so  m an y  C h ristian s  to w ard  th e  sacram en t o f  

H is  lo v e .

T o  sa tis fy  o u r o b liga tio n s  as C h ris tian s , w e m u st ap p ea r in  ch u rch  o n  S u n d ay s an d  feas t d ay s o f  

o b lig a tion . T h o u san d s  co m e  to  th e  so lem n  se rv ices  h e ld  in  o u r  ch u rch es o n  th e  o ccas io n  o f  feasts  o f  sp ec ia l 

so lem n ity  w ith o u t  b e in g  co m p e lled  to  d o  so  b y  an y  p recep t o f  th e  C h u rch . T h is  is  p raisew o rth y . T h ese  a re , 

so to sp eak , th e co u rt fe stiv itie s o f o u r d iv in e K in g , a p u b lic p ro fess ion o f lo y a lty to H is flag . B u t 

p artic ip atio n  a t th ese  so lem n  ce leb ra tio n s  can  h ard ly  b e  c lass ified  as  v is its  o f  frien d sh ip . A  frien d ly  v is it is  

a  p riv a te v is it o r  a t least o n e  m ad e  w ith  a  se lec t few . W e  p ay  su ch  a  v is it to  o u r S av io r if  w e  g o  to  g ree t 

H im  w h en  th e  ch u rch  is d ese rted . O u r  d iv in e  F rien d  is v ery  m u ch  p leased  w ith  su ch  v is its  an d  is w o n t to  

g ran t read ily  w h atev er  w  e  ask  o f  H im  an d  to  ad d  m an y  o th e r  g races  w h ich  w e  d o  n o t ev en  th in k  o f  ask in g .

R ead in g  th e  liv es o f  th e  sa in ts, w e  fin d  th a t o u r S av io r  to o k  sp ec ia l d e lig h t in  b esto w in g  o n  th em  

o n  th e  o ccas ion  o f  th ese sp ec ia l v is its  H is ch o icest p ro o fs o f  a ffec tio n . S t. A ip h o n su s L ig u o ri, a  D o cto r  o f  

th e C h u rch , g iv es a n u m b er o f su ch ex am p les in  th e in tro d u c tio n o f h is b o o k , V is i ts to  th e  B le s s e d  

S a c r a m e n t , an d  ad d s  th a t th e  sa in ts  cu ltiv a te  th is  d ev o tio n  so  assid u o u sly  b ecau se  w e  h av e  n o  m o re  b eau ti­

fu l jew e l, n o  rich e r treasu re , n o  m o re lo v in g  frien d  th an  Jesu s in  th e  th rice  b lessed  M y ste ry  o f  th e  A lta r. 

M o st o f  th e  rev ela tio n s  o f  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart m ad e  to  S t. M arg aret M ary  w  e re m ad e  d u rin g  

su ch  p riv a te  v is its to  th e  B lessed  S acram en t. S h e  is  o n e  o f  th e  eu ch aris tie  sa in ts .

W h y  n o t m ak e an  a ttem p t o u rse lv es  to  see w h eth e r th is d ev o tio n  w ill p ro d u ce  in  u s as w ell su ch  

ex ce llen t fru its o f  sa lv a tio n ?  It w o u ld  in d eed  b e  ex trao rd in a ry  if  re stin g  o n  th e  b reas t o f  o u r d iv in e  F rien d  

in  th e  T ab ern acle  d id  n o t ex erc ise a  sa lu ta ry  in flu en ce  o n  o u r  liv es . M an y  a  p o o r  p easan t w o m an  an d  m an y  

a w eary d ay lab o re r h av e lo n g  ag o lea rn ed  th a t treasu res o f g race m ay  b e h ad  fro m  o u r S av io r in  H is  

tab e rn ac le  h o m e. S h a ll w e. w h o  p erh ap s  p rid e  o u rse lv es o n  g rea te r  k n o w led g e  an d  p rac tica l u n d ers tan d in g  

o f  o u r  C h ris tian  fa ith , p en n it th ese g o o d  so u ls to  p u t u s  to  sh am e; sh a ll w e, a t th e  Ju d g m en t, s tan d  b efo re  

O u r K in g  w ith  em p ty h an d s , w h ile  th ey  ap p ea r lo ad ed  w ith  m erit? A n d  if  c ircu m stan ces p rev en t u s fro m  

v is itin g  O u r S av io r in  th e B lessed  S acram en t, w e can  sen d  H im  a  h earty g ree tin g  fro m  a  d is tan ce an d  

co m m issio n  o u r  g u ard ian  an g e l an d  a ll th e  o th e r  an g e ls  to  m ak e  u p  to  H im  b y  th e ir  lo v e  an d  rev e ren ce  fo r  

th e  lo v e  an d  rev eren ce  w h ich  w  e  w o u ld , b u t a t th e  m o m en t can n o t, g iv e.

3 . O u r  S a v io r  d e s ir e s a  m o s t in t im a te  u n io n  w ith  u s  in  H o ly  C o m m u n io n . O n e o f  th e g rea tes t  

o b stac le s to fe rv en t d ev o tio n  to w ard th e m o st h o ly S acram en t o f th e A ltar is th e fac t th a t th e B lessed  

S acram en t d o es n o t ap p ea l to  o u r sen ses . W h at is it ex te rna lly  b u t a  fra il, w h ite  h o st, w h ich  is h id d en  in  a  

d ark  tab ern ac le?  W h en  C h ris t lay  in  th e  m an g er a t B eth leh em , a  little  b ab e  fo r lo v e o f  u s , H e seem ed  to  

h av e a lm o st reach ed  th e lim it o f  self-an n ih ila tio n . H e co u ld  s till d ie th e sh am efu l d eath  o f  th e c ro ss, b u t  

h ere , su re ly , H e h ad  p lu m b ed th e d ep th  b ey o n d  w h ich  ev en  H e co u ld  n o t g o . A n d  y e t th e lo v e o f  o u r 



h eav en ly  F rien d  d id  n o t s to p  th e re . In  th e  c rib  an d  o n  th e  c ro ss  H e  s till ap p ea red  in  fo rm  a  m an , a  fra il ch ild  

in  th e  o n e  in s tan ce , a  c ru elly  d isfigu red  fu ll-g ro w n  m an  in  th e  o th er; b u t in  th e  B lessed  S acram en t H e  h as  

h id d en ev en H is h u m an ity , an d ap p ea rs as a little w h ite w afe r. F a ith a lo n e , o n th e au th o rity o f th e  

ch an g e less  w o rd  o f  G o d , teach es  u s  th a t o u r  S av io r  is  th e re  p resen t  w ith  H is  d iv in ity  an d  h u m an ity .

"N ot to  s ig h t, o r  ta ste , o r  to u ch  b e  c red it.

H earin g  o n ly  d o  w e  tru s t secu re ."

If  C h ris t h ad  n o t h u m b led  H im se lf  so  p ro fo u n d ly  fo r lo v e  o f  u s , H e  w o u ld  n o t h av e  a tta in ed  th e  

m ain  o b jec t o f  th e  in s titu tio n  o f  th e  B lessed  S acram en t, n am ely , in tim a te  u n io n  w ith  u s . "T h e  m an  C h rist 

Jesu s” is n o t a  frien d  lik e o th e r  frien d s . A fte r H e  h ad  lo v ed  H is o w n  fa ith fu lly  d u rin g  H is m o rta l life , H e  

tran scen d ed  a ll th e  b o u n d s o f  lo v e  as  th e  h o u r  o f  H is d ep artu re fro m  th is life d rew  n ear  an d , ca llin g  u p o n  

H is o m n ip o ten ce , h id  H im self  u n d er  th e  ap p ea ran ce  o f  fo o d  an d  sa id  to  H is d iscip le s, "E a t, d rin k , th is is  

M y  b o d y  an d  b lo o d ; d o  th is  in  co m m em o ratio n  o f  M e  u n til I  co m e” (c f. 1 C o r. 1 1 :2 3  ff .) . W h en  w e  receiv e  

H o ly  C o m m u n io n , w e  ea t th e  liv in g  b o d y  o f  th e  L o rd , H is flesh  an d  b lo o d . W o u ld  th is  h av e  b een  p o ss ib le  

if  th e  lo v e  o f  o u r  S av io r h ad  n o t in v en ted  th is m arv el th ro u g h  w h ich  H e  ab id es in  o u r  m id st, a  liv in g  m an . 

y e t u n d er su ch  a  fo rm  th a t w e  m ay  tak e  H im  as n o u rish m en t  fo r  o u r  so u ls?  O n  th e  o ccas io n  w h en  H e  m ad e  

th e  firs t p ro m ise  o f  th is w o n d erfu l m y stery , n o t o n ly  w ere m an y  o f  th e  Jew s scan d alized  an d  sa id : “H o w  

can  th is  m an  g iv e  u s  H is  fle sh  to  ea t?”  b u t ev en  m an y  o f  H is  d isc ip le s  sa id : "T h is  is  a  h ard  say in g . W h o  can  

lis ten  to  it?” (Jn . 6 :5 3 , 6 1 ). W e  k n o w  n o w  h o w  Jesu s can  g iv e  u s  H is  fle sh  to  ea t, an d  w e  a lso  k n o w  th a t 

th is say in g  is n o t h ard , b u t co n ta in s th e sw eetes t an d  m o st a ttrac tiv e m y ste ry  o f  o u r fa ith . T h e  w o n d erfu l  

p ro m ise  h as n o w  b een  v erified : "H e  w h o  ea ts  M y  flesh , an d  d rin k s  M y  b lo o d , ab id es  in  M e, an d  I in  h im . 

A s  th e  liv in g  F a th e r  h as sen t M e, an d  as I liv e  b ecau se  o f  th e  F a th e r; so  h e  w h o  ea ts  M e, h e  a lso  sh a ll liv e  

b ecau se  o f  M e” (Jn . 6 :5 7 , 5 8 ).

A fte r H o ly C o m m u n io n th e h eart o f Jesu s is p h y sica lly n ear to o u r h eart an d e ffec ts m o st 

w o n d erfu l, sacram en tal  tran sfo rm atio ns . T h e  s tream  o f  life , w h ich  p ro ceed s  fro m  th e  F a th er  to  th e  S o n  an d  

to  th e  h eart o f  th e S o n , o v erflow s in to  o u r  h eart an d  flo w s b ack  fro m  it, a  fire o f  lo v e  to  th e h eart o f  o u r 

S av io r an d  to  th e so u rce o f  a ll lo v e , th e  D iv in ity . T h is eb b an d  flo w  o f  th e s tream  o f  life is th e h ig h est  

e ffect o f  frien dsh ip  w ith  Jesu s w h ich  can  b e  a tta in ed  in  th is life . "H e  w h o  ea ts M y  flesh , an d  d rin k s M y  

b lo o d , h as ev erlas tin g  life : an d  I w ill ra ise h im  u p  o n  th e  la s t d ay ” (Jn . 6 :5 5 ). N o  o th e r sacram en t is lik e  

th is , a  sac ram en t o f  lo v e  an d  frien d sh ip . T h is  b read  is  n o t tran sfo rm ed  in to  h im  w h o  ea ts  it, b u t tran sfo rm s  

h im  in to  itse lf  b y  th e  p o w er  o f  lo v e , an d  b y  th e  sam e  p o w er  it m ak es  o f  m an y  b u t o n e  b o d y . T h ro u gh  H o ly  

C o m m u n io n  th e  fa ith fu l b eco m e  o n e  w ith  C h ris t; in  v irtu e  o f  th is  sac ram en ta l b read  a ll b eco m e , as S t. P au l 

say s , "o n e  b read , o n e  b o d y ” (1 C o r. 1 0 :1 6 , 1 7 ).

S ince H o ly C o m m u n io n  is b y  ex cellence th e S acram en t o f L o v e , w e n eed  n o t w o n d er th a t H e. 

w h ile  rev ea lin g  th e  d ev o tio n  o f  lo v e , th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart, em p h asized  H o ly  C o m m u n io n  as a  

m eans to  p ro v e o u r lo v e  fo r H im  an d  to  m ak e rep a ra tio n  fo r a ll th e  co ldn ess an d  in d iffe ren ce o f m en . O  

d iv in e S av io r, g ran t u s  th e  g race  to  re s t frequ en tly  o n  T h y  S acred  H eart in  H o ly  C o m m u n io n  an d  to  d rin k  

d eep ly  fro m  th is  fo u n ta in  o f  lo v e .



C H A P T E R  X II I

U n d er  th e  P ro tec tio n  o f  O u r  F rien d

“ Y o u  h a v e  c o m e  to  J e su s , th e  m e d ia to r  o f  th e W ir T e s ta m e n t, a n d  to  th e  

s p r in k l in g  o f  b lo o d  w h ic h  s p e a k e th  b e tte r  th a n  th a t  o f  A b e l”  ( c f  H e b . 1 2 :2 4 ) .

1 . J e s u s  is  o u r  d a ily  s a c r i f ic e . W h en  Jesu s g av e th e S acram en t o f H is b o d y  an d  b lo o d  to H is  

A p o stles a t th e  la s t su p per, H e  d id  n o t m ere ly  say : “T h is is M y  b o d y , th is is  M y  b lo o d , ’ ’ b u t: "T h is  is M y  

b o d y  w h ich  sh a ll b e  sac rificed  fo r  y o u : th is is  M y  b lo o d  w liich  sh a ll b e  sh ed  fo r  y o u  u n to  th e  rem issio n  o f  

s in s” (c f. M t. 2 6 :2 8 ; L k . 2 2 :1 9 , 2 0 ). "T o  shed  b lo o d  u n to  th e  rem issio n  o f  s in s”  m ean s  in  H o ly  W rit to  o ffe r  

sac rifice , [fo o tn o te : C f. L ev . 1 4 :1 7 ; 1 7 :1 !: H eb . 9 :1 8 -2 2 .] an d  so  th e C h u rch  h as a lw ay s  tau g h t th a t C h ris t 

o ffe red  a  rea l sac rifice  a t th e  la s t su p per  and  co m m issio n ed  H is A p o stle s  to  o ffer  th is  sac rifice  u n til th e  en d  

o f  tim e .

T h e C o u n c il o f  T ren t  b rie fly  su m m arizes  th e  teach in g  o f  H o ly  S crip tu re  an d  T rad itio n  as  fo llo w s: 

A t th e  la s t su p per  C h rist w ish ed  to  leav e  to  H is  b rid e , th e  C h u rch , a  v is ib le sac rifice  in  acco rd an ce  w ith  th e  

req u irem en ts o f h u m an n a tu re . S in ce H e h ad ca lled H im se lf th e e te rn a l H ig h  P riest a fter th e o rd e r o f  

M elch ised ech , H e  o ffe red  to  H is h eav en ly  F a th e r H is  b o d y  an d  b lo o d  u n d er  th e  ap p ea ran ces o f  b read  an d  

w in e , an d  co m m iss io n ed  H is ap o stle s an d  th e ir su ccesso rs in  th e sace rd o ta l o ffice  to  d o  lik ew ise . T h is is  

th a t c lean  o b la tio n  w liich  G o d  h ad  p red ic ted  th ro u g h  M alach ias (1 :1 1 ) an d  w h ich  w as  to  b e  o ffe red  to  H is  

n am e in  every  p lace am o n g  th e n a tio n s. A cco rd in g  to th e teach ing  o f  th e C ath o lic fa ith , th en , th ese tw o  

tru th s  a re in co n tes tab le : In  th e  M ass th e  b o d y  an d  b lo o d  o f  C h ris t is o ffe red  to  G o d . an d  th is o fferin g  is a  

rea l sacrifice .

It is  illic it fo r  a  h u m an  frien d  to  o ffer  h im se lf  to  G o d  as a  sac rifice  fo r  h is frien d . O n ly  o u r d iv in e  

F rien d , Jesu s C h ris t, can  d o  th is : “F o r  b y  o n e  o fferin g  H e h as p erfec ted  fo rev e r th o se  w h o  a re san c tified ”  

(H eb . 1 0 :1 4 ). B u t d id  H e n o t o ffer th is sac rifice o n  th e c ro ss an d  th u s e ffect th e sa lv a tio n  o f  th e w h o le  

w o rld ?  H o w , th en , can  w e  say  th a t H e  o ffe rs H im se lf  d a ily  fo r  u s?  T h e  an sw er is th a t th e  h o ly  sac rifice  o f  

th e M ass an d  th e sac rifice o f  th e c ro ss a re n o t tw o en tire ly d is tin c t sac rifices , b u t a re m o st in tim a te ly  

re la ted . B y  th e  sac rifice o f  th e  c ro ss sa tis fac tio n  h ad  b een  ren d ered  to  G o d  fo r  th e  s in s o f  th e  w h o le  w o rld , 

an d  m erit accu m u lated  to  o b ta in  a ll g races . B u t th a t th is sa tis fac tio n  an d  th ese  g races  m ig h t b e  ap p lied  to  

in d iv id ua l so u ls, Q u is t in s titu ted  v ario u s m ean s o f  g race . O n e o f  th ese m eans is th e h o ly  sac rifice o f  th e  

M ass.

In  th e sac rifice o f  th e M ass th e  v ic tim  o ffe red  an d  th e  p ries t o ffe rin g a re th e sam e as th o se  o f  

C alv a ry : in  each  in s tan ce C h ris t o ffe rs H im self  to  H is h eav en ly  F a th e r, a  v ic tim  fo r  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  m en . 

M o reo v er, C h ris t d o es n o t ren d er n ew  sa tis fac tio n  o r m erit n ew  g races  fo r u s in  th e  M ass; s in ce fo r H im  

a lso  d eath  m ark ed  th e  en d  o f  th e  tim e  o f  sa tis fac tio n  an d  m erit (c f. Jn . 9 :4 ). In s tead , H e  o b ta in s  fo r  u s  th e  

ap p licatio n  o f  th e  fru its  o f  H is b lo o d y  sac rifice (c f. H eb . 7 :2 5 ). H en ce , to  a  ce rta in  ex ten t, th e  M ass is a  

renew al an d  co n tin u a tio n  o f  th e  b lo o dy  sac rifice  o f  C alva ry , fo r in  th e  M ass C h ris t o ffe rs H im self  to  H is  

h eav en ly  F a th er  fo r  u s  an d  ap p lie s  to  u s  th e  sav in g  g races  w liich  H e  m erited  o n  th e  c ro ss. T h is  is  th e  reaso n  

w h y th e sac rifice o f C alv ary is sy m b o lically rep resen ted  in  th e M ass; th e b lo o d y sac rifice o f C alv a ry  



b eco m es th e  u n b lo o d y  sac rifice o f  th e  M ass. O n  th e  c ro ss th e  b lo o d  w as d ra in ed  fro m  th e  b o d y  o f  C h ris t 

an d  th is  cau sed  H is  d ea th ; in  th e  M ass  th e  b lo o d  o f  C h rist is  n o t sep a ra ted  fro m  H is  b o d y , fo r  C h rist can  n o  

lo n g er d ie , b u t th is sep a ra tio n  is s ig n ified  b y  a  p ercep tib le s ig n . T h e p rie s t, in  th e n am e o f C h ris t, p ro ­

n o u n ces th e  w o rd s: “T h is is  M y  b o d y ” o v er  th e  b read  a lo n e ; an d  “T h is is M y  b lo o d ” o v er  th e  w in e  a lo n e . 

In  v irtu e  o f  th ese  w o rd s o f  co n sec ra tio n , th e  b read  is d irec tly  o n ly  th e  b o d y  o f  C h ris t, an d  th e  co n sec ra ted  

w in e o n ly th e b lo o d o f C h ris t. In th is fa sh io n th e sep a ra tio n  o f b o d y an d b lo o d is s ig n ified b y th e  

sac ram en ta l s ig n s, an d  th e  m em o ry  o f  th e  rea l sep a ra tio n  o f  b o d y  an d  b lo o d  o n  C alv a ry  ren ew ed . S u ch  is  

th e  teach in g  o f  th e  C ath o lic  C h u rch  o n  th e  sac rifice  o f  th e  M ass an d  its  re la tio n  to  th e  sacrifice  o f  C alv a ry , 

[fo o tn o te : C o u n c il o f  T ren t, S ess. 2 2 . C . I , 2 .]

N o w  le t  u s  ex am in e  h o w  th e  sac rifice  o f  th e  M ass  is sp ec ia l p ro o f  o f  th e  frien d sh ip  o f  Jesu s C h rist 

fo r  u s .

2 . In  th e  h o ly  s a c r if ic e  o f  th e  M a s s  J e su s  C h r is t  e x e r c is e s  in  a  v e ry  s p e c ia l  m a n n e r  H is  o ff ic e  o f  

m e d ia to r  b e tw e e n  G o d  a n d  m a n . W e  o w e  G o d , as  H is  c rea tu res , in te rn a l an d  ex te rn a l rev e ren ce . G o d  is  o u r 

su p rem e  L o rd  an d  o u r  first B eg in n in g  an d  la s t E n d . W e m u st ack n o w led g e o u r d ep en d en ce o n  H im , w e  

m u st ad o re H im  as th e su p rem e  M ajesty , an d  w e m u st th an k  H im  as o u r g rea tes t B en efacto r. T h e g reat  

c rim e  o f  th e  in fid e l w o rld  is , acco rd in g  to  th e  A p o stle , th a t “a lth o u g h  th ey  k n ew  G o d , th ey  d id  n o t g lo rify  

H im  as G o d, o r g iv e th an k s” (R o m . 1 :2 1 ). C h ris t ex p la in ed th e o b lig a tio n  o f g lo rify in g G o d to th e  

S am aritan  w o m an  in  th ese  w o rd s: “B u t  th e  h o u r  is  co m in g , an d  is  n o w  h ere , w h en  th e  tru e  w o rsh ip p e rs  w ill 

w o rsh ip  th e  F a th e r in  sp irit an d  in  tru th . F o r  th e  F a th e r  a lso  seek s su ch  to  w o rsh ip  H im . G o d  is  a  sp irit; an d  

th ey  w h o  w o rsh ip  H im , m u st  w o rsh ip  in  sp irit an d  in  tru th ” (Jn . 4 :2 3 , 2 4 ).

B u t w h at is a ll o u r rev e ren ce  in  co m p ariso n  w ith  th e  in fin ite  d ig n ify  o f  G o d ?  A n d  w h at is a ll o u r 

g iv in g  o f  th an k s in  co m p ariso n  w ith  th e co u n tless b less in g s w h ich  w e h av e rece iv ed  fro m  G o d  an d  a re  

co n tin u a lly receiv in g  fro m  H im ? C an  w e a t leas t te s tify ' th a t w e h o n o r  an d  th an k  G o d  to  th e  b est o f  o u r 

ab ilities?  O r  m u st w e  n o t ra th e r ad m it  th a t  w e  d o  m u ch  le ss  th an  w e  m ig h t d o . an d  w ith  g rea ter  fe rv o r?  O u r  

d iv in e  F rien d  k n o w s o u r  w eak n ess an d  in su ffic ien cy ; H e  ac ts as o u r  m ed ia to r an d  o ffe rs to  H is h eav en ly  

F a th e r in  th e  h o ly  sac rifice  o f  th e  M ass a  sac rifice  o f  th an k sg iv in g  an d  ad o ra tio n  o f  in fin ite  v a lu e .  3 If  w e  

u n ite  o u rse lv es  w ith  C h ris t in  th e  h o ly  sacrifice  o f  th e  M ass, w e  n eed  n o t lo se h eart, s in ce  w e  can  w o rth ily  

ad o re  an d  th an k  G o d  th ro u g h  o u r  F rien d  an d  S av io r. T o  lo v e  an d  rev e ren ce  G o d  is  th e  n o b les t ac t o f  w h ich  

m en  o r  an g els  a re  cap ab le . U n d er w h at g rea t o b lig a tio n s  w e  a re , th en , to  o u r  S av io r! W ith  w h at en thu siasm  

w e o u g h t to  a ttach  o u rse lv es  to  H is p erso n , s in ce H e h as m ad e it p o ss ib le fo r u s to  ex erc ise o u r n o b lest  

ac tiv ity  w ith  a  p erfec tio n  w h ich  o f  o u rse lv es w e  co u ld  n ev er a tta in . W h en  w e, u n ited  w ith  C h ris t, ad o re  th e  

F a th e r  b y  th a t su p rem e  ac t o f  ad o ratio n , th e  h o ly  sacrifice  o f  th e  M ass, w e  a re  tru e  ad o re rs in  sp irit an d  in  

tru th  su ch  as  th e  F a th er  seek e th .

O u r seco n d  re la tio n  to a lm ig h ty G o d  m ay  b e su m m ed  u p  in  th e o n e w o rd  —  d ep en d en ce . W e  

d ep en d  o n  G o d  each  m o m en t o f  o u r life fo r o u r b e in g  an d  ac tiv ity . G o d  can  en d  o u r life w h enev er H e  

p leases , as  w e  read  in  th e  P sa lm  (1 0 3 :2 9 ) : A ll c rea tu res  w ait o n  T h ee ; “ if  T h o u  tu m est  aw ay  T h y  face , th ey  

sh a ll b e tro u b led : T h o u  sh a ll tak e aw ay th e ir b rea th , an d  th ey sh a ll fa il, an d  sh a ll re tu rn to th e ir d u st.”  

W h eth e r  th e  tim es  a re g o o d  o r  b ad , w h eth e r fru itfu l  y ears su p p ly  u s lav ish ly  w ith  fo o d  o r  u n fru itfu l o n es  

b rin g  w an t an d  m ise ry , w h eth e r g o o d  h ea lth  o r  in firm ity  is o u r  lo t. a ll th is  d ep en d s o n  G o d . H e  b lesses  o u r 

u n d ertak in g s  w ith  su ccess o r a llo w s th em  to  fa il, b esto w s ea rth ly  rich es o r  tak es th em  aw ay (c f. E cc lu s. 

1 1 :1 4 ). B u t in  th e su p ern atu ra l o rd e r, w e  n eed  G o d ’s h e lp  ev en  m o re . W ith ou t th e  ass is tan ce o f  H is g race  

w e  can n o t m erit  fo r  e tern al  life , b u t, o n  th e  co n tra ry , sh a ll in ev itab ly  fa ll v ic tim s  to  o u r  en em ies .



T o  o b ta in  th ese  g ifts o f  G o d , w e  m u st p ray  as C h ris t tau g h t u s  to  p ray  in  th e  O u r  F a th er. W ith o u t 

p ray e r  w e  sh a ll w ait in  v a in  fo r  g ifts  fro m  o n  h ig h . A n d  y e t, O  G o d , m u st w e  n o t ad m it th a t o u r  p ray e rs a re  

v ery  w re tch ed ; th a t  th ey  p lay  b u t a  seco n d ary  ro le  in  o u r  liv es ; th a t a ll to o  o ften , w h en  o u r  lip s  a re  o ccu p ied  

w ith  p ray e rs  o u r  th o u g h ts  a re  b u sied  e lsew h ere , an d  th a t  th e  d esire  to  g a in  tem p o ra l ad v an tag es o r  to  av o id  

tem po ral  ev ils  p ro m p ts  u s  to  p ray  m o re  freq u en tly  th an  d esire  a fte r  h eav en ly  treasu res?  H ere  ag a in  th e  lo v e  

o f  o u r S av io r  co m es  to  o u r  ass is tan ce . If  w e  u n ite  o u rse lv es w ith  H im  in  th e  h o ly sacrifice  o f  th e  M ass, H e  

o ffe rs H is m erits to  H is  h eav en ly  F a th e r fo r  u s . H e  k n o w s  b est w h ich  tem po ral an d  sp iritu a l b less in g s w ill 

b e  m o st co n d u c iv e  fo r  o u r sa lv a tio n , an d  o b ta in s  th em  fo r  u s  b y  H is a ll-p o w erfu l in te rcess io n . T h e  M ass is  

a  sac rifice o f  su p p lica tio n  an d  th e  b est m ean s to  co m m en d  o u r co n ce rn s to  G o d  an d  to  o b ta in  h e lp  fro m  

H im  th ro u g h  Jesu s C h ris t o u r  L o rd . T h ro u g h  th e  M ass w e  h av e  “co n fid en ce  to  en te r th e  h o lie s in  v irtu e  o f  

th e  b lo o d  o f  C h ris t” (H eb . 1 0 :1 9).

T h ere is a  th ird  re la tion sh ip  w h ich  b in d s  u s to  G o d , o n e  w h ich  is b y  n o  m ean s p leasan t. W e  a re  

s in n e rs an d  d ese rv e p u n ish m en t fo r o u r s in s fro m  th e  d iv in e Ju s tice . F o r th is reaso n , th e P salm is t p ray s: 

“A n d  en te r n o t in to  ju d g m en t w ith  T h y se rv an t: fo r in  T h y s ig h t n o m an  liv in g sh a ll b e  ju s tif ied ” (P s . 

1 4 2 :2 ). If  G o d  w ere  to  ju d g e  m en  acco rd ing  to  th e  d em an d s  o f  s tric t  ju s tice , o u r  race  w o u ld  lo n g  s in ce  h av e  

p erish ed . T h in k  o f h o w  m an y ab o m in a tion s an d in fam ies, h o w  m an y sec re t an d  p u b lic s in s in so len tly  

ch a llen ge G o d  each  d ay , ev en  in  o n ly  o n e  la rg e c ity . T h en  m u ltip ly  th is  b y  th e  co u n tle ss n u m b er  o f  o th e r  

c itie s a ll o v er th e  ea rth . If  G o d  sh o u ld  rev eal a ll th ese s in s to  u s acco rd ing  to  th e ir n u m b er, h e in o u sn ess , 

an d  en m ity  to w ard s H im , w e  w o u ld  p a le w ith  h o rro r an d  c ry  o u t: “M y  G o d , h o w  can  Y o u  to le rate  th is?  

W h y  d o es  n o t  th e  fire  o f  Y o u r  w ra th  co m e  d o w n  fro m  h eav en  an d  w ip e  o u t  th is  accu rsed  race?”

B u t w e  k n o w  th e  reaso n  w h y . E ach  d ay  Jesu s ap p ea rs  b efo re  H is F a th e r  an d  re stra in s th e  a rm  o f  

H is  ju s tice  as  M o ses  d id  o f  o ld  w h en  G o d  h ad  d e term in ed  to  d estro y  th e  Is rae lites  b ecau se  o f  th e ir  s in s (c f. 

P s. 1 0 5 :2 3 ). W ith  th e ris in g su n  a  se rie s o f  M asses d a ily  b eg in s a  w estw ard  co u rse ro u n d  th e in h ab ited  

g lo b e , fro m  fa rth est n o rth  to  fa rth es t so u th , an d  in  th em  th e  M ed ia to r o f  th e  N ew  L aw  o ffe rs H is  b lo o d  o n  

th o u san d s  o f  a lta rs as a  sa tisfac tio n  fo r th e  s in s o f  th e  w o rld . W e  k n o w  fro m  fa ith  th a t th e  sacrifice  o f  th e  

M ass is tm ly  an  ex p ia to ry sac rifice u n to  th e rem issio n  o f  s in  an d  th e  p u n ish m en t d u e to s in . O f co u rse , 

h ard en ed  s in n ers w ill n o  m o re escap e th e ir p u n ish m en t th an  d id  th e Is rae lites o f  o ld  w h en  G o d  sa id  to  

M o ses: “L ead  th is  p eo p le  w h ith er  I h av e  to ld  th ee . I w ill n o t d estro y  it  b u t in  th e  d ay  o f  rev en g e  w ill v is it  

th is s in  a lso  o f  th e irs" (c f. E x o d . 3 2 :3 4 ). In  th e  N ew  T estam en t, G o d  v is its  m en  w ith  v ario u s  p u n ish m en ts  

fo r  th e  s in s  th ey  h av e  co m m itted  an d  to  k eep  th em  fro m  co m m ittin g  o th e rs . S t. P e te r, th e  ap o stle , w arn s th e  

ju s t n o t to  b e  su rp rised  a t th e  tr ia ls  o f  life  w h ich  ten d  to  p u rify  th em  an d  to  p ro m o te  th e ir  sa lv a tio n . B u t if  

th e  ju d g m en ts  o f  G o d  d o  n o t sp a re  th e  ch ild ren  o f  th e  h o u se , h o w  te rrib le  w ill b e  th e  en d  o f  th e  g o d less?  A  

h o rro r  w ith o u t  en d  (c f. 1 P e t. 4 :1 7  ff) .

In  w h at d o es th e ex p ia to ry  m ed iatio n  o f C h ris t in  th e  h o ly sac rifice co n sis t? G o d  is an g ry  w ith  

m en  b ecau se o f  th e ir s in s, an d  in  h o ly  in d ig n a tio n  d ep riv es th em  o f  th o se rich  g races w h ich  w o u ld  b rin g  

ab o u t th e ir co n v ers io n . B u t o u r d iv in e S av io r in  th e h o ly sacrifice o f  th e  M ass ap p eases G o d ’s w rath , so  

th a t G o d , “ap p eased b y th is sacrifice , b esto w s g race an d th e g ift o f p en an ce , an d th ro u g h  it rem its  

en o rm o u s s in s.”4 In  w h at sad  co n d itio n  w e sh o u ld  b e if G o d , b ecau se o f o u r s in s , d ep riv ed  u s o f th o se  

ab u nd an t g races w ith o u t w h ich  w e can no t w o rk  o u t o u r sa lv atio n ! H o w  m u ch  m o re te rrib le w o u ld  th e  

p u n ish m en ts o f G o d  w ith  w h ich  H e  v is its th is w o rld  n o t b e if  th e b lo o d  o f  th e  L am b d id  n o t p lead  fo r  

m ercy  o n  so  m an y  a lta rs!

3 . H o w  s h a ll w e  r e w a r d  th a t  lo v e  o f  o u r  d iv in e  S a v io r  w h ic h  s o  c e a s e le s s ly  in te r c e d e s  w ith  G o d  

fo r  u s o n  o u r  a lta r s ?  T h e an sw er to th is q u estio n  is o b v io u s . W e o u g h t to ass ist a t M ass d a ily w ith  



d ev o tio n ; o r  if  th a t is n o t P o ssib le , as o ften  as w e  can . A n d  if  w e  cann o t  b e  p resen t  p h y sica lly , le t u s  u n ite  

o u rse lv es in  sp irit w ith  o u r d iv in e S av io r, ass ist sp iritu a lly  a t th e sac rifice  w h ich  H e o ffe rs fo r u s , h o n o r 

G o d  th ro u g h  H im , p ray  fo r h eav en ly  g ifts th ro u g h  H im , p lace o u rse lv es u n d er th e p ro tec tio n o f  o u r b est  

F rien d , w h o  is . a t  th e  sam e  tim e , th e  b e lo v ed  S o n  o f  th e  h eav en ly  F a th e r.

T h e m o re in tim a te ly  w e  u n ite  o u rse lv es to  o u r S av io r in  th e h o ly  sacrifice  o f  th e  M ass, th e  m o re  

ab u n d an tly  sh a ll w e  p artic ipa te  in  th e  fru its o f  th is  sac rifice  in fin ite ly  p leas in g  to  G o d . T h e  p rie st ac ts  as  an  

o ffic ia l rep resen tativ e  in  ev ery  M ass, ev en  a  lo w  M ass, an d  o ffe rs  th e  sacrifice  in  th e  n am e  o f  th e C h u rch  

fo r a ll th e  fa ith fu l an d , as th e  p ray e rs  u sed  a t M ass in d ica te , a lso  fo r th o se  w ith o u t  th e  tru e  fo ld , th a t th ey  

m ay  b e  co n v erted .

B u t in  ad d itio n  to  th is g en era l fru it, th e  h o ly  sacrifice o f  th e  M ass is th e  so u rce o f  sp ecia l g races  

fo r in d iv id u al C h ris tian s ; firs t  o f  a ll, fo r th o se  fo r  w h o m  it is espec ia lly  o ffe red  an d . seco n d ly , fo r  a ll th o se  

w h o  assis t a t it d ev o u tly . S in ce th e p rie s t w h o o ffe rs th e sac rifice is th e o ffic ia l rep resen ta tiv e  o f Jesu s  

C h ris t, h e m ay d e te rm in e to w h o m  th e sp ec ia l fru its sh a ll b e ap p lied . T h is is ex p lic itly tau g h t b y th e  

C h u rch , [fo o tn o te : C o u n c il o f  T ren t.] It w as tru e  o f  th e  sac rifices o f  th e  O ld  T estam en t an d  is tru e  as  w ell  

o f th a t o f th e N ew  (c f. H eb . 5 :1 ff .) . T h e C h u rch  o b lig es a ll b ish o p s an d a ll p asto rs to o ffe r th e h o ly  

sac rifice  o f  th e  M ass o n  ce rta in  d ay s  fo r  th e  so u ls in tru s ted  to  th e ir  ca re , [fo o tn o te : C o d e x  J u r is  C a n o n ic i , 

can . 3 3 9 , 4 6 6 .] S h e o b lig es th e fa ith fu l to ass ist a t M ass o n  a ll S u n d ay s an d h o ly d ay s o f o b lig a tion ,  

[fo o tn o te : ib id . , can . 1 2 4 8 .] A ll w h o  b eco m in g ly ass ist a t th e h o ly sac rifice o ffe r it w ith  th e p rie st an d  

p a rtic ip a te , th e re fo re , in  a  sp ec ia l m an n er in  its fru its . T h e h o ly  sacrifice is a t o n e an d  th e sam e tim e th e  

sac rifice  o f  C h ris t, o f  th e  C h u rch , an d  o f  th e  fa ith fu l w h o  a re  p resen t, [fo o tn o te : T h a t th e  ass is ting  fa ith fu l 

o ffe r th e sacrifice  w ith  th e  p rie st, is o ften  em p h asized  in  th e  p ray e rs w h ich  th e  p ries t u ses a t M ass. T h u s: 

“O ra te , fra tres , u t m eu m  ac  v estru m  sac rific iu m  accep tab ile fia t.'’ “O m n iu m  c ircu m stan tiu m  p ro  q u ib u s  tib i 

o ffe rim us, v e l q u i tib i o fferu n t  h o c  sac rific iu m  lau d is ,”  e tc .]

B y  ass istin g  a t th e h o ly  sacrifice , th en , w e  o ffer G o d  th ro u g h  C h ris t v en era tio n  o f  in fin ite  v a lu e ; 

w e  a to n e  fo r  o u r  s in s an d  sa tis fy  fo r th e  p u n ish m en t d u e  th em , b ecau se  C h rist o ffe rs th e  sa tis fac to ry  m erit 

o f  H is d eed s fo r u s; w e p artic ip a te in  th e m erits o f  C h rist w ith  w h ich  H e o b ta in s m an y g races fro m  H is  

F a th e r fo r u s; w e  p lace  o u rse lv es u n d er th e  p ro tec tio n  o f  o u r d iv in e  F rien d  w h o se  b lo o d  p lead s  fo r m ercy  

fo r  u s . O f  co u rse , n o t a ll tem po ral  p a in  is  th u s  e lim in ated ; fo r  ev ery  m an  m u st ca rry  h is  c ro ss ; h o w ev er, th e  

v in d ic tiv e  an g er o f G o d  is av erted , an d  su fferin g , fro m  b e in g  a m ere p u n ish m en t, b eco m es a m eans o f  

sa lv a tio n  so  th a t a ll th in g s  w o rk  to g e th e r  u n to  g o o d  (c f. R o m . 8 :2 8 ). W e  a re secu re  u n d er  th e  p ro tec tio n o f  

o u r d iv in e  F rien d , w h ich  is acco rd ed  u s in  th e  h o ly  sac rifice ; w ith in  th e h eart o f  o u r F rien d , w e a re sa fe  

fro m  th e sn a res o f  o u r en em ies , fro m  a ll d an g er  to  o u r so u ls, fro m  th e  b lo w s o f  th e  d iv in e  an g er. O  Jesus , 

g ran t th a t w e  m ay  rea lize  m o re  p erfectly  w h at treasu res  Y o u  o ffer  u s d a ily  th ro u g h  frien d sh ip  in  th e  h o ly  

sac rifice , an d  h e lp  u s  to  ap p ro p ria te th ese treasu res m o re fu lly in  acco rd an ce w ith  th e in ten tio n s o f  Y o m - 

d iv in e  h eart.

C H A P T E R  X IV

F a ith fu l U n to  D eath



" B e  y e  s te a d fa s t  a n d  im m o v a b le , m y  b e lo v e d  b r e th re n , in  th e  w o r k  o f  th e  L o r d ,  

k n o w in g  th a t  y o u r  la b o r  is  n o t  in  v a in  in  th e  L o r d ”  (C f  1  C o r . 1 5 :5 8 ) .

1 . O u r  S a v io r  a c c o m p a n ie s  u s  th r o u g h  l i fe  w ith  H is  m e a n s  o f  g r a c e . T h e  e fficac io u s lo v e o f  th e  

h eart o f  Jesu s fo r m an  b eg in s  w ith  th e  firs t d ay s o f  m an ’s life . H ard ly  h as th e  ch ild  o p en ed  its ey es to  th e  

lig h t o f  th is  w o rld  w h en  o u r  S av io r ap p ea rs  o n  th e  scen e  to  w o rk  m iracles  o f  g race  in  its so u l; an d  H e  d o es  

n o t leav e  it u n til th e  la s t b reath  h as  b een  d raw n . T h e  frien dsh ip  o f  Jesu s en d ures  ev en  u n to  d ea th . T h ere  is  a  

w ealth  o f  m ean in g  in  th e  p h rase , “ fa ith fu l u n to  d ea th ,” so  eas ily  en u n c ia ted , b u t so  d ifficu lt  o f  ex ecu tio n . It 

h as b een  v erified  in  th e  frien dsh ip  o f  o u r S av io r as it n ev er h as b een  v erified  in  an y  o th e r  frien d sh ip . S t. 

Jo h n  te lls  u s  in  th e  A p o ca ly p se  th a t h e  h eard  o u r S av io r ca lled  “ fa ith fu l an d  tru e ” (1 9 :1 1 ). A n d  s in ce  H e  is  

fa ith fu l  an d  tru e , H e  w ill co m p le te  th e  w o rk  o f  sa lv a tio n  w h ich  H e  h as  b eg un  in  u s  (c f. T h ess . 5 :2 4 ).

A t o u r  en tran ce  in to  th is  w o rld , w e  w ere  sep a ra ted  fro m  C h rist  b ecau se  o f  th e  S ta in  o f  o rig in a l s in , 

an d  u n ab le  to  g o  to  H im . B u t C h ris t cam e  to  u s  in  h o ly  b ap tism  as th o u g h  H e  h ad  b een  w aitin g  lo n g in g ly  

fo r  u s . W h o  b ap tized  u s?  A  p rie s t? C erta in ly . B u t th e  p rie st w as  b u t an  in stru m en t  in  th e  h an d s  o f  a  H ig h er  

O n e . A  p ries t  o f  h im self  can  n e ith e r  c lean se  th e  so u l fro m  s in , n o r  p ro d u ce  in  it san c tify in g  g race. O n ly  o u r  

L o rd an d  G o d  can  d o  th a t. S t. A u g u stin e em p h asizes th e fact th a t C h rist h as n o t ceased  to  b ap tize . H e  

w rite s: "H e it is w h o b ap tizes in  th e H o ly G h o st: H e h as n o t ceased to b ap tize , b u t s till b ap tizes , n o t 

th ro u g h  p h y sica l m in istra tio n s , b u t th ro u g h  th e  in v is ib le ac tiv ity  o f  H is  m ajesty .” [fo o tn o te : S t. A u g u stin e , 

C o n tr a  L it te r a s  P e ti l ia n i 1 , 3 , c . 4 9 , n . 5 9 .] A lth o u g h  P e te r b ap tizes . H e  it is  w h o  b ap tizes; a lth o u g h  P au l 

b ap tizes, H e it is w h o  b ap tizes; a lth o u g h Ju d as b ap tizes . H e it is w h o  b ap tizes!” [fo o tn o te : C f. In  J o a n ,  

tr a c t. 6 . n . 7 .]

It w as a t b ap tism  th a t C h ris t p ressed  u s  to  H is  d iv in e  h eart  fo r  th e  firs t tim e  an d  flo o d ed  o u r so u ls  

w ith  s tream s  o f  lo v e an d  g race  th a t h ad  th e ir so u rce in  H is o w n  h eart. B efo re  w e  w ere ab le to  p erfo rm  a  

s in g le  g o o d  ac t, H e  ch o se  u s  fro m  am o n g  th o u san d s  an d  d estin ed  u s  fo r  an  in tim a te  co m m u n ity  o f  life  w ith  

H im self. “F o r  as m an y  o f  y o u ,”  w rite s  S t. P au l, “as  h av e  b een  b ap tized  in  C h ris t, h av e  p u t o n  C h ris t” (G a l. 

3 :2 7 ). W e a re in  G o d ’s ey es n o lo n g er c lo th ed in  th e fo rm  o f  th e firs t A d am , b u t in  th a t o f H is o n ly -  

b eg o tten  S o n . In d eed  w e h av e b eco m e m em bers o f  a n ew , m y stica l b o d y , th e C h u rch , an d  a ll to g e th e r 

co n stitu te  th e  m y stical b o d y  o f  C h ris t. "F o r  in  o n e  sp irit w e  w ere  a ll b ap tized  in to  o n e  b o d y . . . . N o w  y o u  

a re  th e  b o d y  o f  C h ris t, an d  m em b er  fo r  m em b er” (1 C o r. 1 2 :1 3 , 2 7 ). S in ce  th e  d ay  o f  o u r  b ap tism , w e  h av e  

b een  as in tim a te ly  u n ited  to  C h rist as th e  m em b ers o f  o u r  b o d y  a re  u n ited  to  u s . T h e  in te res ts o f  o u r h eart 

a re th e in te res ts o f H is; an d th e in te res ts o f H is h eart m u st b e th e in te res ts o f o u rs. H en ce , w e a re  

co n sec ra ted  to  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s  b y  th e  sacram en t o f  b ap tism .

If  a  ch ild  d ies im m ed iate ly  a fte r  b ap tism , it re sts  e tern a lly  in  u n sp eak ab le  b liss a t th e  h eart o f  its  

R ed eem er. B u t th e  lo t o f  th e  v ast m ajo rity  o f  th o se  b ap tized  is  th a t  th ey  m erit th e  v ic to r’s c ro w n  in  serio u s  

co m b a t (c f. T im . 1 :1 8 , 1 9 ; 6 :1 2 ; T im . 2 :3  ff .; 4 :7 . 8 ). H en ce  o u r  S av io r n o t o n ly  b esto w s su p ern a tu ra l life  

o n  H is  o w n  in  b ap tism ,  b u t s tren g th en s th em  fo r  th e  co m b a t th ro u g h  th e  sacram en t o f  co n firm a tio n . H e  h ad  

to ld  H is ap o stle s : “ I w ill sen d  th e  P arac le te  to  y o u ; b u t s tay  in  th e  c ity  till y o u  b e  en d u ed  w ith  th e  p o w er  

fro m  o n  h igh ” (c f. L k . 2 4 :4 9 ). T h e H o ly G h o st, w h o  o n  th a t firs t P en teco st d escen d ed  u p o n  th e  ap o stles , 

w as in d eed  th e  so u rce  o f  th e ir s tren g th ; H e  m ad e  th em  u n co n qu erab le  in  th e  co n fessio n  o f  fa ith . T h is  H o ly  

S p irit th e  ap o stle s  im p arted  to  th e  b ap tized  b y  th e  im p o sitio n  o f  h an d s an d  b y  p ray er  (c f. A cts 8 :1 5  ff) , a  



p rac tice  th a t h as  rem ain ed  in  th e  C h u rch  ev en  to  th e  p resen t d ay . T h e  b ish o p s,  as  su ccesso rs o f  th e  ap o stles , 

lay  th e ir  h an d s  o n  th e  fa ith fu l an d  p ray  o v er  th em  th a t th ey  m ay  rece iv e th e  H o ly  G h o st an d  o b ta in  s tren g th  

to co n fess co u rag eou sly an d  o p en ly th e fa ith  th a t is in  th em ; fo r th e H o ly G h o st is to rem ain  w ith  th e  

C h u rch  fo rev e r  to  b e  th e  co m fo rte r an d  h e lpe r  o f  a ll th e  fa ith fu l (c f. Jn . 1 4 :1 6 ). In  th is sacram en t it is th e  

b ish o p  w h o  im p o ses h an d s an d  w h o  p ro n ou n ces  th e w o rd s; b u t H e  w h o  sen d s th e  H o ly  G h o st is C h rist, 

w h o  sa id : “ I  w ill sen d  th e  P arac le te  to  y o u ”  (Jn . 1 6 :7 ).

B u t so ld iers w h o fig h t s trenu o u sly n eed  n o u rish m en t. W h at d o es o u r S av io r d o ? H e g iv es u s  

n o u rish m en t, an d  th is  n o u rish m en t is H is  b o d y  an d  b lo o d . W h en  th e  p rie st a t M ass  say s: "T h is is  M y  b o d y , 

th is is  M y  b lo o d ” , h e  is th e  rep resen ta tiv e  o f  Q u is t w h o  tran sfo rm s  th e  b read  an d  w in e in to  H is  b o d y  an d  

b lo o d , an d  in v ite s u s , say in g , “C o m e  an d  ea t, th is is  th e  b read  o f  e tern a l life . W h o  ea ts o f  th is  b read  sh a ll 

liv e  fo rev er” (c f. Jn . 6 :4 8 , 5 0 ). O n  H is  p art Jesu s is  p rep a red  to  g iv e  u s  th is  b read  d a ily  ev en  to  th e  la s t d ay  

o f  o u r  life . U n ited  to  C h ris t th ro u g h  b ap tism  so  as to  co n stitu te  o n e  m y stical b o d y  w ith  H im , s tren g th en ed  

fo r th e co m b a t b y  co n firm a tio n , n o u rish ed  as o ften  as w e p lease w ith  th e b o d y  an d  b lo o d  o f  C h ris t, w e  

jo u rn ey th ro u g h th is life to w ard o u r h eav en ly h o m e. D o es o u r h eav en ly F rien d a llo w  u s to w an t fo r  

an y th in g ?

T h e fac t is , w e sh o u ld  n eed  n o th in g  m o re if  w e w o u ld  a lw ay s  b e  fa ith fu l to  o u r  F rien d . B u t to o  

o ften  w e  rew ard  th ese  g rea t b less in g s  w ith  b ase in g ra titu d e . F ar  fro m  lo v in g  o u r S av io r, w e  o ffen d  H im  b y  

o u r  s in s , sep ara te  o u rse lv es fro m  H im  an d  jo in  th e  ran ks  o f  H is en em ies . A n d  d o es  o u r S av io r  d o ?  It seem s  

as th o u g h  H e cann o t fo rg e t th e o ld  frien d sh ip . Ju s t lik e th e fa th e r o f  th e  p ro d ig a l. H e d a ily  lo o k s to see  

w h eth e r w e sh a ll fin d  th e  w ay  w h ich  lead s b ack  to  H im ; an d  as so o n  as H e sees u s re trac in g  o u r  s tep s in  

so rro w , H e  lead s u s  to  th e  p ries t w h o  te lls u s  H is n am e: "I ab so lv e  y o u  fro m  y o u r s in s.” T h ese  w o rd s, to o , 

w ith th e ir e fficac io us p o w er, a re th e w o rd s o f o u r S av io r. T h u s H is fa ith fu l frien dsh ip  co n q u ers o u r 

in fid e lity ; an d  fu ll o f  jo y , H e  lead s u s  o n ce  m o re  to  th e  eu ch aris tie  b an q u e t tab le  an d  in v ite s a ll th e  an g els  

to  re jo ice w ith  H im , b ecau se H is ch ild  th a t w as lo s t is fo u n d  ag a in , th a t w as d ead  is risen  ag a in . P erh ap s  

tliis  jo y  w ill so o n  b e  ex tin g u ish ed  b y  ren ew ed  s in s. N ev erth e le ss , w h ile life en d u res, o u r  m ercifu l L o rd  is  

a lw ay s  read y  to  p ard on  th e  rep en tan t s in n e r. C o n tras ted  w ith  th e  d ark  sh ad o w s  o f  o u r  in fid elity . th e  fid e lity  

o f  o u r  L o rd  sh in es th e  m o re  re sp len d en t.

F a ith fu l u n to  d ea th . T h e  d ec is iv e h o u r  fo r th e  fa ith fu l an d  th e  fa ith le ss  co m es  a t la st, th e  h o u r  o n  

w h ich  e tern a l h ap p in ess  o r  e te rn a l m isery ’ d ep en d s . It is th en , ab o v e  a ll, th a t o u r S av io r s tan d s a t o u r s id e . 

H o w  m an y so u ls H is lo v e h as sn atch ed  fro m  th e b u rn in g  a t th a t la s t d read m o m en t! H e co n ies to u s a  

v ia ticu m  fo r th a t la s t d ifficu lt  jo u rney  to  e te rn ity . W ith  Jesu s in  o u r  h earts , w e a re to  fig h t o u r la st fig h t. 

A n d  if  p erch an ce  th e re a re  v estig es  o f  s in  s till in  o u r so u ls a t th a t su p rem e m o m en t. H e ag a in  sen d s H is  

m in is te r to  an o in t u s w ith  th e o il o f sa lv a tio n  an d  p ro n o u n ce th e  w o rd s: "T h ro u g h  tliis h o ly  u n c tio n  an d  

th ro u g h  H is  m o st ten d er  m ercy  m ay  th e  L o rd  p ard o n  th ee  w h atev e r s in s  th o u  h ast co m m itted .”  If  o u r  so u l is  

free  fro m  a ll a ttach m en t to  s in , th e sacram en t o f  ex trem e  u n c tio n  p rep a res  u s  fo r im m ed ia te  en tran ce in to  

h eav en . F ro m  th e firs t e ffec ts o f b ap tism  u n til th e fin al e ffec ts o f th e la st sacram en ts , o u r S av io r is  

co n stan tly  a t o u r  s id e  w ith  H is  m ean s  o f  g race . T ru ly  H is is  a  h eart  fa ith fu l  u n to  d ea th .

2 . O u r  S a v io r  is  fa i th fu l u n to  d e a th  a ls o  w ith  H is  in te r io r  g r a c e s . Is o u r S av io r a t o u r s id e o n ly  

w ith  ex te rn a l g races?  B y  n o  m ean s. W e  fo rge t a ll to o  freq u en tly  th a t H e  d w ells in  o u r so u ls as G o d  w h ere  

H e w o rk s fo r u s cease le ssly . S t. P au l ad m o n ish es u s: “D o n o t say in  th y h eart, w h o sh a ll ascen d  in to  

h eav en ? (tha t is . to  b rin g  d o w n  C h rist); o r w h o sh a ll d escen d  in to  d ie ab y ss? (th at is . to  b rin g  u p  C h ris t 

fro m  th e  d ead)”  (R o m . 1 0 :6  ff) . F o r  H e  d w ells  in  y o u r  h eart  v irtu e  o f  a  liv in g  fa ith .



T h rou g h  san c tify in g  g race  C h ris t m ak es  it p o ssib le  fo r  o u r  g o o d  w o rk s  to  b ear  fru it fo r  e tern al  life . 

In  th em se lv es, n o  m atte r h o w  ex ce llen t  o u r  g o o d  d eed s  a re , th ey  a re  v a lu e less  fo r  e tern a l life  if  th ey  d o  n o t 

rece iv e  th e ir  v a lu e  fro m  san c tify ing  g race . W h at  b eau ty  is  th e re  in  a  d iam o n d  w h ile  it lie s  h id  in  th e  d ark ?  It 

p o ssesses  n o n e . B u t b rin g  it in to  th e  lig h t, an d  th e  rad ian ce o f  its  b eau ty sp a rk les fro m  a  th o u san d  facets . 

S im ila rly . G o d  h as  g iv en  u s  th e  n a tu ra l facu lty  to  p erfo rm  m o ra lly  g o o d  ac ts ; b u t if  th ey  b e  n o t e lev a ted  b y  

san c tify  in g g race, th ey a re d iam o n d s en v e lo p ed in d ark n ess . O n ce, h o w ev er, th ey a re illu m in ed b y  

san c tify  in g  g race , th ey  a tta in  a  b eau ty  w h ich  m ak es  th em  o b jects fit to  em b e llish  th e  h eav en ly  Je ru sa lem , 

an d  to  fill th e  p artic ip an ts  a t th e  h eav en ly  b an q u e t w ith  d e lig h t. T h is is “ lig h t in  th e  L o rd ,” th e  co n d u c t o f  

th e  "ch ild ren  o f  th e  lig h t”  (E p h . 5 :8 ). th e  ju s tice  o f  C h ris t in  u s . [fo o tn o te : C o u n c il o f  T ren t, S ess . 6 , C . 1 6 .]

C h ris t p ro m p ts  u s  to  p erfo rm  g o o d  w o rk s  b y  H is ac tu a l g races so  th a t, as P o p e S t. C elestin e  te lls  

u s . ev ery  h o ly  th o u g h t, ev ery  p io u s re so lu tio n , ev ery  ac t o f  g o o d  w ill h as its o rig in  in  H im  w ith o u t w h o m  

w e can  d o n o th in g , [fo o tn o te: D en zin g er-B arm w art, E n c h ir id io n , n . 1 3 5 ] If  w e w o u ld  b e as an x io u s to  

co rresp o n d  w ith  a ll th e p ro m p tin g s o f g race as o u r S av io r is in  b esto w in g  th em , w e sh o u ld  a ll so o n  b e  

sa in ts; fo r C h ris t ex h o rts o u r h earts an d  co n firm s u s in  ev ery g o o d  w o rk  an d  d eed (c f. 2 T h ess. 2 :1 6 ). 

H ap p y  a re  w e. if  w e  h ear  an d  fo llo w  H is su g g estio n s .

S ince  th e  en em ies  o f  o u r  sa lv a tio n  n ev er  b reak  o ff  th e ir s tub b o rn  a ttack s , o u r  S av io r  n ev er  ceases  

to  su rro u n d  u s  w ith  H is g race  as  w ith  a  s tro n g  sh ie ld , w h ich  th e  fie ry  d arts  o f  th e  en em y  can no t p ie rce . W e  

sh a ll th u s  co n ten d  u n co n q u erab ly  firm  in  th e  L o rd  an d  in  H is  g race  if  w e  a re  fa ith fu l to  o u r  h eav en ly  F rien d  

(c f. E p h . 6 :1 0  ff .) . C h rist fig h ts w ith  u s an d  in  u s . H e h e lp s  u s in  a ll th e  n eed s o f  th is life an d  d o es n o t 

d esert u s  in  o u r  g rea te s t n eed  a t th e  h o u r  o f  o u r d ea th . W ith o u t H is  ass is tan ce  w e  sh o u ld  fa ll a  p rey  to  o u r 

en em ies. B u t co n fid in g  in  C h ris t, le t u s say w ith  th e A p o stle : "O  d ea th , w h ere is th y  v ic to ry ? O  d ea th , 

w h ere  is th y  s tin g ? ... B u t th an k s  b e  to  G o d. w h o  h as g iv en  u s  th e  v ic to ry  th ro u g h  o u r L o rd  Jesu s C h ris t”  

(1 C o r. 1 5 :5 5 , 5 7 ). C h rist is " th e A u th o r o f life” (A c ts 3 :1 5 ), w h o h as sa id o f H im self: "I am  th e  

re su rrec tio n  an d  th e  life : h e  w h o  b e liev es  in  M e, ev en  if  h e  d ie . sh a ll liv e"  (Jn . 1 1 :2 5 ). If  th e  A u th o r o f  life  

is  w ith  u s . w e  n eed  n o t  fea r  d ea th .

3 . F id e l i ty  fo r  f id e li ty . W h at o u g h t w e  to  o ffe r  o u r  S av io r  in  re tu rn  fo r  H is  fid e lity  b u t fid e lity  u n til 

d ea th ?  "B e  th o u  fa ith fu l u n til d ea th : an d  I w ill g iv e  th ee  th e  c ro w n  o f  life” (A p o c. 2 :1 0 ). H o w  o ften  h av e  

w e p ray ed : “M ay m y b ap tism a l p ro m ises rem ain in v io la te fo reve r!” O u r b ap tism  w as a co n tract w ith  

C h ris t. A s th e A p o stle te lls u s , w e d o  n o t say a t b ap tism : “ I am  o f  P au l, o r I am  o f A p o llo , o r I am  o f  

C ep h as .”  “H as C h ris t b een  d iv id ed  u p ?  W as  P au l th en  c ru cified  fo r  y o u ?  O r  w ere  y o u  b ap tized  in  th e  n am e  

o f  P au l?” (1 C o r. 1 :1 2 , 1 3 ). A ll o f  u s  w ere  b ap tized  in  th e  n am e  o f  C h ris t, a ll o f  u s  v o w ed  fid e lity  to  C h ris t; 

an d h o w  o ften  w e h av e renew ed o u r b ap tism a l p ro m ises a t H o ly C o m m u n io n ! Jesu s C h ris t is o u r 

red em p tio n , H is c ro ss , o u r  b an n er. W e  k n o w  n o  o th e r n am e in  w h ich  w e  m ay  b e  sav ed  sav e th e  n am e o f  

Jesu s. W e k n o w  n o o th e r b an n er th a t can  lead  u s to v ic to ry sav e th e b an n er o f C h ris t, th e c ro ss. T h e  

ad m o nition  o f  S t. P au l to  T im o th y  ap p lie s  to  u s: “F ig h t th e  g o o d  fig h t o f  fa ith : lay  h o ld  o n  th e  life  e te rna l, 

to  w h ich  th o u  h ast b een  called . . . . C o n d uc t  th y self  in  w o rk  as a  g o o d  so ld ie r  o f  C h ris t Jesu s. . . . O n e  w h o  

en ters  a  co n tes t, is  n o t c ro w n ed  u n less  h e  h as  co m p e ted  acco rd in g  to  th e  n d es” (1  T im . 6 :1 2 ; 2  T im . 2 :3 -5 ).

T o d ay  m o re  th an  ev er  b efo re , th e  en em ies  o f  C h ris t a re  au d ac io u s, th ey  b lasp h em e H im , rid icu le  

H im , an d  sp a re  n o  p a in s to  o v erth ro w  H is k in g d o m . A n d  sh a ll w e, w h o  h av e  b een  co n sec rated  so ld iers o f  

Jesu s C h ris t in co n firm a tio n , b e le ss zea lo u s , le ss co u rag eo us , an d co n ten d  le ss p ersev e rin g ly fo r th e  

in te res ts  o f  o u r  h eav en ly  K in g  an d  F riend ?  C an  it  b e  o f  n o  co n seq u en ce  to  u s  w h eth e r o u r  S av io r  is  h o n o red  

o r d esp ised ? If  th a t w ere  tru e , it w o u ld  b e  a  s ig n  th a t w e  a re n o t frien d s o f  Jesu s: fo r S t. T h o m as  A q u in as  

te lls  u s: “A  frien d  co n sid e rs  th e  p ro sp e rity  an d  ad v ersity  o f  h is  frien d  as h is o w n , an d  h en ce  h e  re jo ices  a t 



th e  o n e  an d  g riev es  a t th e  o th e r. ...  A ll h is  d esire s  a re  fo r  th e  w elfare  o f  h is  frien d ; an d  if  th e  frien dsh ip  is  

rea lly  in tim a te , h e  w ill sp a re  n o  p a in s  to  w ard  o ff  w h atev er  m ig h t p ro v e  d e trim en ta l  to  h is  frien d . W h en  h is  

frien d  is  in ju red  b y  w o rd  o r d eed , h is zeal is  a t o n ce  a ro u sed  an d  h e  d o es a ll in  h is  p o w er to  p ro tec t h im .”  

[fo o tn o te : S t. T h o m as, S u m m a  T h e o l . , l-2 ae , q . 2 8 , a . 1 , 4 .]

W e h av e n o  en d  o f  o p p o rtu n ity  a t p resen t to  p ro v e  th e  s in ce rity  o f  o u r  frien d sh ip  fo r C h ris t. T o  

o p p o se  to  th e  fren zy  o f  u n b e lie f a  m an ly  p ro fess ion  o f  fa ith , to  eq u al if  n o t  to  su rpass  th e  tire le ss ac tiv ity  o f  

th e  en em ies o f  C h rist w ith  zeal fo r  a ll th a t m ay  p ro m ote  th e  g lo ry  an d  h o n o r  o f  C h ris t, n ev er to  p erm it th a t 

o u r  d ev o tio n  to  o u r  cau se  b e  su rp assed  b y  th a t o f  o u r  o p p o n en ts  to  th e irs —  th ese  a re  p ro o fs  o f  fa ith fu l  lo v e  

fo r  Jesu s .

W e  n o u rish  o u r  so u ls so  o ften  w ith  th e  b o d y  an d  b lo o d  o f  Jesu s C h ris t! M ay  th is  b an q u e t  b e  fo r  u s  

w h at it  w as  fo r S t. Jo h n  C h ry so sto m , w h o  w ro te : “L et u s  re tu rn  fro m  th is  b an q u e t lio n s  b reath in g  fo rth  fire , 

m ad e  te rrib le  to  th e  en em ies o f  Jesu s C h ris t, o u r  L ead er  co n stan tly  b efo re  u s , an d  m in dfu l o f  H is  fa ith fu l 

frien d sh ip .” [fo o tn o te : S t. Jo h n  C h ry so sto m , In  J o a n . H o m . 4 6 , 1 1 .3 .]

B u t if  w e  a re  u n ab le  to  b e  o th e r  Jo h n  C h ry so sto m s, w e  can  a t leas t cas t o u rse lv es a t  th e  feet  o f  o u r 

d iv in e R ed eem er an d  te ll H im  h o w  m u ch  it g riev es u s th a t H is lo v e is rev iled  b y  m en ; w e can  m ak e  

rep ara tio n  an d  o ffer  H im  a ll th e  sa tis fac tio n  th a t th e  an g els  an d  sa in ts in  h eav en  an d  th e  ju s t  o n  ea rth  ren d er  

H im ; w e can  ask  H im  to  h av e m ercy o n  s in fu l m en  an d  g ran t th em  th e lig h t to  reco g n ize  th e ir s in s an d  

co n tritio n to am en d  th e ir liv es. L et u s co n sid er it o n e o f th e m ain  p u rpo ses o f o u r ex isten ce to sp en d  

o u rse lv es in  an  e ffo rt to  secu re  rep ara tio n  fo r  a ll th e  in g ratitu d e  w ith  w h ich  th e  lo v e  o f  th e S acred  H eart is  

re tu rn ed . If  w e  a re  rea lly  frien d s  o f  Jesu s, o u r  lo v e  m u st p ro ve  itse lf  b y  d eed s as  H is  lo v e  h as  p ro v ed  itse lf 

b y  b esto w in g  in co m p arab le  b en efits  o n  u s . O  Jesu s, w e  d esire  to  b e  fa ith fu l  to  T h ee  u n til d ea th ; w e  w ish  to  

liv e , lab o r, su ffe r, an d  d ie  fo r  T h ee  w e  sw ear  fid e lity  to  T h ee  fo r  tim e  an d  fo r  e te rn ity .

C H A P T E R  X V

F a ith fu l B ey o n d  th e  G rav e

I  g o  to  p r e p a r e  a  p la c e  fo r  y o u .  A n d  . . . th e n  I  a m  c o m in g

a g a in  a n d  I  w ill  ta k e  y o u  to  M y se lf  ( c f . J n . 1 4 :2 , 3 ) .

1 . T h e  fa i th fu l lo v e  o f  J e su s  g o e s  b e y o n d  th e  g r a v e . E v ery  p u re ly  n a tu ra l co m p an io n sh ip  ceases a t 

th e  g rav e , fo r it can n o t c ro ss th e  b o u n d arie s o f  th e  k in g d om  o f  d ea th . A  frien d  can  in d eed  g riev e fo r h is  

frien d , h e m ay  lam en t h is lo ss w ith  a  so u l fu ll o f  p a in , b u t h e can  n o lo n g er h e lp  h im  ev en  w ith  a ll th e  

w ealth  an d  p o w er o n  ea rth . D eath  is ru th le ss, it tea rs asu n d er th e m o st ten de r  b o n d s, sep ara te s th e m o st 

in tim a te u n ion , lead s th e frien d in to an  u n k n o w n , d ark  lan d  fro m  w h ich  n o m essag e can  b e sen t to  th e  

su rv iv in g  frien d . T h e  g rav e  m ark s  th e  en d  o f  n a tu ra l, h u m an  co m p an io n sh ip .



T h is is n o t tru e o f o u r h eav en ly F rien d . F rien d sh ip  w ith H im  is s tro n g er th an  d ea th . In d eed , 

b ey o n d  th e  g rav e  its  tru e  g lo ry  is  firs t rea lly  rev ea led . F ro m  H is  to m b  th e  risen  S av io r sen t th is  m essag e  to  

H is  frien d s: "I ascen d  to  M y  F a th e r an d  y o u r  F a th er, to  M y  G o d  an d  y o u r  G o d ” (Jn . 2 0 :1 7 ). B u t  b efo re  H e  

ascen d s  H e  rem ain s  w ith  H is d isc ip le s  fo r so m e  tim e  to  co n so le  th em . It h ad  n ev er  b een  k n o w n  u n til th a t 

d ay  th a t o n e  d ead  co n so led  h is  su rv iv in g  frien d s. O n ly  th e  frien d sh ip  o f  Jesu s en d u res  b ey o n d  th e  g rav e . H e  

filled  th e  h earts  o f  H is  o w n  w ith  p eace  an d  g rea t  jo y . an d  H e  S tren g th en ed  th em  so  th a t n o th in g  m o re  co u ld  

sep ara te  th em  fro m  H is  lo v e.

H e  ascen d s in to  h eav en  b efo re  th e ir ey es an d  is sea ted  th e re  a t th e  rig h t h an d  o f  th e  F a th er, w h o  

te lls  H im : “S it o n  M y  rig h t h an d  u n til I m ake  T h y  en em ies  T h y  fo o ts to o l” (H eb . 1 :1 3 ). T h ere  H e  w ill ru le  

u n til H e h as b ro u g h t H is k in g d o m  h ere o n  ea rth  to its fin a l co n su m m atio n  an d  h as co n q u ered  a ll H is  

en em ies . T h e la st to  b e  o v erco m e  w ill b e  d ea th , w h ich  S a tan  b ro ug h t in to  th e  w o rld  a t th e  b eg in n in g o f  

tim e  b y s in  (c f. R o m . 5 :1 2 ). D eath  itse lf  w ill b e  co n d em n ed  to  d ea th , a ll d y in g  w ill h av e an  en d ; an d  h e  

w h o  h as p ow er o v er a ll p erish es  a t th e  h an d s o f  o u r S av io r, th a t a ll p rin c ip a litie s in im ical to  G o d  sh a ll b e  

d estro y ed  (c f. 1 C o r. 1 5 :2 4  ff) . "T h e  L am b  w ill o v erco m e  th em , b ecause  H e  is  tire L o rd  o f  lo rd s , an d  th e  

K in g  o f  k in g s” (A p o c . 1 7 :1 4).

A  frien d  m ay  b e  ev er  so  p o w erfu l, b u t w ith  d eath  a ll ea rth ly  p o w er  ceases . H o w  m an y  a t o n e  tim e  

d esired  th e  frien d sh ip  o f  th e  k in g  o f  B ab y lo n , w h o  th en  w as  th e  m o st p o w erfu l p rin ce  o n  ea rth . B u t h e , to o , 

su ccu m b ed  to  d ea th . T h e  p ro p h e t Isa ia s  g rap h ica lly  d esc rib es  h o w  th e  g rea t o n es  o f  an tiq u ity  w en t to  m eet 

th e  k in g  o f  B ab y lo n  in  th e  u n d erw o rld  an d  d erid ed  h im , say in g : “T h o u  a lso  a rt w o u n d ed  as  w ell as  w e, th o u  

a rt b eco m e lik e u n to  u s . T h y  p rid e  is b ro u g h t d o w n  to  h e ll, th y  ca rcass is fa llen  d o w n : ... H o w  a rt th o u  

fa llen  fro m  h eav en , O  L u cife r, w h o  d id s t rise  in  th e  m o rn in g?  H o w  a rt th o u  fa llen  to  th e ea rth , th a t d id s t 

w o u n d  th e  n a tio n s? . . . In d eed , th o u  h ast b een  b ro u g h t d o w n  to  h e ll, in to  th e  d ep th  o f  th e  p it” (Isa . 1 4 :9  

ff) . S u ch  is  th e  en d  o f  th e  frien dsh ip  o f  th e  m ig h ties t  o n  ea rth .

T h e w o rd s o f  th e  p ro p h e t O see : “O  d ea th . I w ill b e  th y  d ea th ; O  h e ll. I w ill b e  th y  b ite ” ap p ly  to  

C h ris t (O see 3 :1 4 ). fo r  “C h ris t is o n  th e  rig h t h an d  o f  G o d , sw a llo w in g  d o w n  d eath ” (1 P e t. 3 :2 2 ). H e  h as  

co n q u ered  th e m ig h ty th e em p ire o f  d ea th  an d  d e liv e red  th em  w h o  th ro u g h  fear o f  d eath  w ere a ll th e ir  

life tim e  su b jec t to  serv itu d e  (c f. H eb . 2 :1 4 , 1 5 ). “O  d ea th , w h ere  is  th y  v ic to ry” (1 C o r. 1 5 :1 5). D eath  an d  

th e  em p ire o f  d ea th  w ere  cast in to  d ie  p o o l o f  fire (c f. A p o c . 2 0 :1 4 ). C h ris t re ig n s w ith  H is sa in ts  "an d  o f  

H is  k in g d om  th e re  sh a ll b e  n o  en d ” (L k . 1 :3 3 ).

B u t H e is n o t sa tis fied  m ere ly  w ith  H is o w n  g lo rifica tio n . E v en  in  h eav en  H e w atch es o v er H is  

C h u rch (c f. M t. 2 8 :2 0 ). Jesu s C h ris t is o u r in te rcesso r w ith  th e F a th e r (c f. R o m . 8 :3 4 ). H e is a lw ay s  

m in d fu l o f  u s; a ll th a t w e d o  an d  su ffe r  fo r H im  is n o ted  in  th e  b o o k  o f  life (c f. A p o c . 2 0 :1 2 ); ev en  th e  

sm alles t ac t is n o t o v erlo o k ed  an d  H e sh a ll rew ard  th em  a ll an d  assig n  a  p lace  to a ll H is frien d s in  th e  

k in g d om  o f  h eav en , each  acco rd ing  to  h is w o rks . "In  M y  F a th e r ’s h o u se  th e re  a re  m an y  m an sio n s; I g o  to  

p rep a re  a  p lace  fo r y o u ; an d  w h en  I h av e  p rep a red  a  p lace  fo r  y o u , I w ill co m e  ag ain  an d  w ill tak e  y o u  to  

M y se lf, th a t w h ere  I am , y o u  a lso  m ay  b e . Y o u  sh a ll see  M e  ag a in  an d  y o u r  h eart sh a ll re jo ice  an d  y o u r  joy  

n o m an  sh a ll tak e fro m  y o u ” (c f. Jn . 1 4 :2 , 3 1 6 :2 2 ). T h e red eem ed  o f th e L o rd  co m e w ith  p ra ise , and  

ev erla stin g  jo y  is u p o n  th e ir  h ead s. Jo y  an d  g lad n ess is th e ir p o rtio n  an d  so rro w  an d  m o u rn in g  h av e fled  

aw ay (c f. Isa . 3 5 :1 0 ). It is th u s th a t th e frien dsh ip  o f  o u r  h eav en ly  F rien d  p ro v es itse lf  ev en  b ey o n d  th e  

g rav e .

2 . J u s t a s th e  fr ie n d s h ip  o f  C h r is t d id  n o t c e a se  w ith  H is d e a th , i t w ill n o t c e a s e w ith  o u r s .  

W h o ev er d ies as a  frien d  o f  Jesu s w ill rem ain  H is  frien d  fo r a ll e te rn ity . T h e  frien d sh ip  o f  Jesu s is m o re  

th an  a  m ere  frien d sh ip  co ex ten siv e  w ith  life  o n  ea rth , it is  a  frien d sh ip  th a t is  to  en d u re  fo r  th e  life  b ey o n d  



th e  g rav e . W h ile  o n  ea rth  w e  a re  o n  a  p ilg rim ag e  to  o u r  F rien d . “W h ile  w e  a re  in  th e  b o d y , w e  a re ab sen t  

fro m  th e  L o rd ; fo r  w e  w alk  b y  fa ith  an d  n o t  b y  s ig h t” (2  C o r. 5 :6 , 7 ); b u t  w e  a re  fu ll o f  h o p e ; fo r  w e  d o  n o t  

w alk  in  d ark n ess , b u t in  th e lig h t (c f. Jn . 1 2 :4 6). F o r th e p resen t th is lig h t o f  fa ith  is b u t a  d im  lan te rn  

sh in in g  in  a  d ark  p lace ; b u t th e  d ay  w ill d aw n  (c f. 2  P e t. 1 :1 9 ); th en  w e  sh a ll see  o u r  h eav en ly  F rien d , o u r  

S av io r, as H e  is . n o t v e iled  b y  fa ith , b u t d is tin c tly , face  to  face , H is h u m an ity  an d  d iv in ity . T h e  re su lt w ill 

b e  th a t w e sh a ll b e  lik e  H im  in  g lo ry , in  b lissfu l co n tem p la tion , in  n ev er-en d in g  lo v e  an d  jo y  (c f. Jn . 3 :2 ). 

K n o w led g e  an d  lo v e  is  th e  fo o d  o f  th e  so u l. T h is  is  th e  reaso n  w h y  th e  k in g d o m  o f  h eav en  is  lik e  a  b an q u e t 

o f  w h ich  th e  b lessed , g a th ered  ab o u t th e S av io r, p artak e , w h ere  th ey  ea t an d  d rin k  w ith  H im  (c f. M t. 8 :1 1 ; 

L k . 2 2 :3 0 ). “T h ey  sh a ll b e  in eb ria ted  w ith  th e  p len ty  o f  T h y  h o u se , an d  T h o u  sh a lt m ak e  th em  d rin k  o f  th e  

to rren t  o f  T h y  p leasu re” (P s. 3 5 :9 ).

A t th e  d ea th b ed  o f  h er ch ild ren  th e C h u rch  p ray s: "M ay  Jesu s C h ris t ap p ea r  to  th ee  w ith  a  m ild  

an d  ch ee rfid  co u n ten an ce , an d  g iv e  th ee a  p lace am o n g  th o se w h o  a re  to  b e  in  H is p resen ce  fo reve r. . . . 

M ay  C h ris t Jesu s , th e S o n  o f  th e liv in g  G o d . p lace  th ee in  th e  ev erb lo o m in g  g ard en  o f  H is p arad ise ; an d  

m ay th e tru e S h ep h erd o w n  th ee fo r o n e o f H is flo ck . . . . O h ! m ay it b e th y h ap p in ess to  b eh o ld  th e  

R ed eem er face  to  face ; to  b e  ev er in  H is p resen ce , in  th e  b lessed  v is io n  o f  th a t E te rn al T ru th  w h ich  is th e  

jo y  o f  th e  e lec t.” S u ch  is  th e  lo t o f  th e  frien d s  o f  C h ris t a fte r  d ea th .

T h e frien dsh ip  o f  Jesu s en d u res, in d eed , b ey o n d  th e  g rav e , b u t its e ffec ts w ill th en  b e  d iffe ren t. 

D u rin g  o u r  life  o n  ea rth  th e  frien dsh ip  o f  Jesu s is  m an ifes ted  ch iefly  b y  H is  m erc ifu l lo v e ; H e  rece iv es each  

rep en tan t s in n e r an d  p ard o n s  h im  h is s in s; d esp ite a ll sh o rtco m in g s . H e is p a tien t an d  in d u lg en t. A ll th is  

ceases  w ith  d ea th . H e  w h o  d o es n o t d ie  a  frien d  o f  Jesu s can n o t th en  b eco m e  H is  frien d , b u t is  lo st fo r a ll 

e te rn ity . A n d if  H is frien d s d ep art th is life s ta in ed  w ith  im p erfectio n s , th ey w ill n o t rece iv e a  m erc ifu l 

p ard o n , b u t m u st a to n e fo r th em  in  p u rg ato ry  u n til th e ir so u ls a re p u re an d  fit fo r en tran ce in to  h eav en . 

M ercy  an d  p ard o n  cease  an d  in  th e ir  p lace  w e  h av e  ju d g m en t an d  ju s tice . E ach  o n e  sh a ll rece iv e  acco rd ing  

to  h is  w o rk s .

N ev erth e le ss , th e  lo v in g  h eart o f  o u r  R ed eem er s till fin d  a  w ay  to  reco n c ile  ju s tice  an d  m ercy  fo r  

H is frien d s in  p u rg a to ry '. T h e so u ls d e ta in ed th e re , d esp ite a ll th e ir su fferin g s , a re fu ll o f co n so la tio n , 

b ecau se  th ey  k n o w  th a t th ey  lo v e  Jesu s an d  a re lo v ed  b y  H im  an d  th a t H is  frien d sh ip  w ill b e  th e irs  fo r a ll 

e te rn ity . T h ey  a re  in cap ab le  o f  d esirin g  an y th in g  ex cep t w h at Jesu s d esire s; th ey  re jo ice a t th e  fac t th a t th e  

o b stac le w h ich  s till sep ara te s  th em  fro m  Jesu s is b e in g  rem ov ed  b y  th e ir su ffe rin g s . T h e  d eare r  th ey  a re  to  

th e  h eart o f  Jesu s , th e  g rea te r is th e ir sa tis fac tio n . T h e ir co n d itio n  is a  m arv e lo u s co m b in atio n  o f  jo y  an d  

p a in . C an  y o u  im ag in e  a  s ick  m an  w h o . w h ile  h e  su ffe rs  ex cru c ia tin g  b o d ily  p a in , rece iv es so m e  g o o d  n ew s  

w h ich h e h as lo n g p ass io n ate ly ex p ec ted ? H e w o u ld su ffe r an d re jo ice a t th e sam e tim e . T h is is an  

in ad eq u a te  co m p ariso n  an d  it d o es  b u t  v ag u e ly  p ic tu re  th e  co n d itio n  o f  th e  so u ls  in  p u rg a to ry .

B u t o u r S av io r is  n o t sa tis fied  w ith  th is ; H e  d o es s till m o re . H e  in sp ire s  th e  C h u rch  an d  in d iv id u al 

C h ristian s to  co m e to  th e ass istan ce o f  th e so u ls in  p u rga to ry  b y  p ray er, g o o d  w o rk s , ac ts o f se lf-d en ia l, 

p a tien ce u nd er su fferin g , th e g a in in g  o f in d u lg en ces, an d  ab o v e a ll th ro u g h  th e ce leb ra tio n  o f th e h o ly  

sac rifice  o f  th e  M ass. T h ro u gh  H is  C h u rch  H e  h as  n o t o n ly  se t as id e  o n e  d ay  o f  th e  y ear  w h ich  is  esp ecia lly  

co n sec ra ted  to  th e  re lief  o f  th e  p o o r so u ls in  p u rg a to iy , b u t H e  o ffe rs  H im self  d a ily  o n  a  th o u san d  a lta rs to  

H is h eav en ly F a th e r fo r th e fa ith fu l d ep arted th a t th ey m ay th e so o ner b e re leased  fro m  th e ir p a in s, 

[fo o tn o te : C o u n c il o f  T ren t, S ess . 2 2 . c . 2 , can . 3 ; S ess . 2 5 , d eer, o n  P u rg ato iy .] T h e  life o f S t. M arg aret  

M ary  A laco q u e  is fu ll o f  in s tan ces w h ich  sh o w  h o w  w ell p leased  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s is  w h en  H is  frien d s in  

p u rg a to iy ' o b ta in  h e lp  fro m  H is  frien d s  o n  ea rth . It is  th e  w ish  o f  Jesu s th a t a ll th o se  w h o  h o n o r H is d iv in e  

h eart, b o th  th e  liv in g  an d  th e  d ead , rem ain  in  in tim a te  co m m u n io n  w ith  o n e  an o th er  th ro u g h  p raye r.



T h e lo v e o f Jesu s fo r H is frien d s an d  th e ir lo v e fo r H im  is th e co m m o n  b o n d  w h ich  u n ite s th e  

sa in ts  o f  h eav en , th e  ju s t o n  ea rth , an d  th e  so u ls in  p u rg ato ry  in to  th e  co m m u n io n  o f  sa in ts . T h is d o es n o t 

m erely  co n sist in  an  ex te rn a l c lass ificatio n , b u t is an  in tim ate  co m m u nio n  o f  life , b ecause  th e  su p ern a tu ra l 

life , w h ich  th ey  a ll sh a re  h as  its  o rig in  in  th e  sam e  so u rce , an d  each  liv es  fo r  th e  w h o le , an d  th e  w h o le  b o d y  

fo r each . Y et th e  ju s t o n  ea rth  an d  th e sou ls in  p u rg a to ry ' a re , to  a  ce rta in  ex ten t, m em b ers n o t y e t fu lly  

g ro w n . W h en  a ll sh a ll h av e  a tta in ed  th e ir  fu ll s ta tu re , life  o n  earth  w ill b e  o v er, p u rg a to ry ' w ill b e  n o  m o re , 

an d  th e re  w ill  b e  o n ly  th e  C h u rch  tr iu m p h an t  an d  its  g lo rified  h ead , C h ris t.

O n ly  th en  w ill th e  frien dsh ip  o f  C h ris t w ith  H is sa in ts  ap p ear  in  a ll its g rea tn ess . O n ly  th en  sh a ll 

w e  u n d erstan d  w h at g rea t th in g s th e  lo v e  o f  C h ris t h as  d o n e  fo r  u s; th en  w e  sh a ll rea lize  H is am iab ility ' so  

p erfectly  th a t n o th in g  w ill b e  ab le to  p rev en t o u r lo v in g  H im  w ith  th e w h o le a rd o r o f  o u r so u l; th en  th is  

lo v e  w ill fu lly  sa tis fy  th e  th irs t o f  o u r  so u ls fo r h ap p in ess. T h is is th e  e tern al m arriag e  su p p er  o f  th e  L am b  

w ith  H is  b ride , th e C h u rch . T h e an g e l, w h o  ac ted  as S t. Jo h n ’s esco rt in  h is v is ion  o f  th is  b an q u e t, sa id : 

“B lessed  a re  th ey  w h o  a re  ca lled  to  th e  m arriag e  su p per  o f  th e  L am b ” (A p o c . 1 9 :9 ); fo r  th e  L am b  w ill th e re  

p ro ve  H im se lf  th e  fa ith fu l S h ep h erd  o f  H is  frien d s an d  “ sh a ll g u id e  th em  to  th e  fo u n ta in s  o f  th e  w ate rs o f  

life ,”  to  th e  p o ssess io n  an d  en jo y m en t  o f  th e  D iv in ity ', an d  "G o d  w ill w ip e  aw ay  ev ery  tear  fro m  th e ir  ey es”  

(A p o c . 7 :1 7 ). T h is  is  th e  p erfect tr iu m p h  o f  th e  h eart  o f  Jesu s .

3 . T h e  g lo r i f ie d  h e a r t  o f  J e su s  is  th e  o b je c t  o f  th e  d e v o tio n  to  th e  S a c r e d  H e a r t. T h e  o b jec t o f  th is  

d ev o tio n  is  n o t th e  h eart o f  C h rist sep a ra ted  fro m  H is  b o d y , n o t  th e  d ead  h eart o f  C h ris t, b u t th e  liv in g  h eart  

as it p u lsa tes in  C h ris t g lo rified . T h e Jan sen ists m ain ta in ed th a t th e d ev o tio n  to th e S acred H eart w as  

th eo lo g ically u n so u n d , b ecau se in it a d ead h eart, in d ep end en tly o f its u n io n w ith th e D iv in ity , w as  

v en era ted . P iu s V I in  th e y ear 1 7 8 6 co n d em n ed  th is a ffirm a tio n  as an  in s id io us ca lum n y  o f  th e  fa ith fu l 

lo v e rs o f  th e S acred  H eart, [fo o tn o te : D en zin g er-B an n w art, E n c h ir id io n , n . 1 5 6 3 .] W e h o n o r th e h eart o f  

C h ris t as  it rea lly  is ; b u t it is  th e  h eart o f  o u r  g lo rified  S av io r  in  h eav en . T h ere  H is  p h y sica l h eart th ro b s in  

H is  b reas t, th e re  H e  is  co n su m ed  w ith  lo v e  fo r  u s , th e re  H is  w h o le  h u m an  n a tu re  is  u n ited  h y p o  s ta tica lly  to  

th e S eco n d  P erso n  o f  th e  D iv in ity . T h e h eart o f  Jesu s is , o f  co u rse , a lso  p resen t in  th e  B lessed  S acram en t 

an d  is h o n o red  th e re , b u t H is sacram en tal co n d itio n  p resu p p o ses  H is n a tu ra l co n d itio n  an d  d ep en d s o n  it. 

T h e S acram en t w ill o n e  d ay  cease , b u t th e  h eart o f  Jesu s w ill liv e  fo rev e r  in  h eav en  an d  w ill b e  th e  jo y  o f  

H is  frien d s . In  th e  H o ly  E u ch aris t o u r S av io r is th e  co m p an io n  o f  o u r  ex ile , o u r fo o d  o n  o u r  p ilg rim ag e  to  

e tern ity . In  h eav en  o u r ex ile  w ill h av e  ceased  an d  o u r p ilg rim ag e  w ill h av e  en d ed . T h en  th a t v erse o f  th e  

E u charis tic  h y m n  w ill b e  v erified : G ran t th a t in  h eav en  w ith  T h ee . F a ith ’s  v e ils  rem o v ed , w e  see  T h ee  face  

to  face , [fo o tn o te : F ro m  th e  h y m n , O  E s c a  J  ' ia to ru m . F ac, U t  rem o to  v e lo , ap erta  co e lo  ce rn am us  facie .” ]

It w as  H is g lo rified  h eart th a t o u r S av io r rev ea led  S t. M arg are t M ary  w h en  H e  co m m an d ed  h er  to  

h o n o r  H is S acred  H eart. S h e d esc rib es th is  v is io n  fo r u s . "T h e S acred  H eart ap p ea red  to  m e  as a  b rillian t  

su n  o f  g lo rio u s lig h t, th e  ray s o f  w h ich  s tru ck  m y  h eart. ... O n  an o th er o ccas io n  Jesu s C h ris t, m y  lo v in g  

M aster, ap p ea red  to  m e  resp len d en t in  g lo ry '. H is fiv e w o u n ds  sh in in g  lik e fiv e su n s. F lam es ev ery w h ere  

issu ed  fro m  H is sacred  h u m an ity ', b u t espec ia lly fro m  H is ad o rab le b reas t w h ich  seem ed to b e a  v ery  

fu rn ace ; H is b reas t o p en ed  an d  I saw  H is lo v in g  an d  am iab le h eart w h ich  w as th e liv in g  so u rce o f  th ese  

flam es . It w as th en  th a t H e  ex p la in ed  to  m e th e  in e ffab le  m arv e ls o f  H is p u re lo v e , an d  to  w h at len g th s it 

h ad  d riv en  H im , ev en  to  lo v e  m en  fro m  w h o m  H e  rece iv ed  b u t in g ra titu d e  an d  in d iffe ren ce .”

T h is v is io n  o f  S t. M arg are t w as o b v iou sly  a  v is io n  o f  th e  g lo rio u s S av io r as  H e  is in  h eav en ; fo r  

th e re  C h ris t is th e  re sp len d en t  su n  w h ich  illu m in es th e  c ity  o f  G o d  (c f. A p o c . 2 1 :2 3 ). T h e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  

S acred  H eart u n ite s u s in  a  m o st in tim a te an d  ten d er  m an n er w ith  o u r S av io r as H e liv es in  h eav en , w ith  

H is  h eart w h ich  th e re  p u lsa te s  w ith  lo v e  fo r  u s . W e  can n o t w ish  fo r  o r  fin d  a  m o re  b eau tifu l, m o re  ex a lted , 



m o re  am iab le  o b jec t o f  v en era tio n  an d  en th u sia stic d ev o tio n  th an  th e  g lo rified  G o d -m an . A n d  th is  K in g  o f  

g lo ry  w ish es  to  b e  o u r  F rien d  if  o n ly  w e  w ill b e  H is  friend s . H e  req u ests H is  frien d s  (an d  w h at  a  reaso n ab le  

req u est it is ) th a t th ey  re tu rn  H is lo v e  w ith  lo v e an d  m ak e rep a ra tio n  fo r a ll th e in ju rie s w h ich  m en  h eap  

u p o n  H im . A n d  ev en  th is  req u est H e  m ak es  so le ly  fo r  o u r  sak e , b ecau se  H e  w ish es  to  in sp ire  u s  w ith  n o b le  

sen tim en ts an d  m ak e  o u r h earts  as m u ch  lik e  H is  as  p o ssib le . O  Jesu s , re -c rea te o u r  h earts  a fte r  th e  p a ttern  

o f  T h y  o w n .

C H A P T E R  X V I

T h e  S o rro w  o f  th e  H eart o f  Jesu s

“ H e  b e g a n  to  b e  s a d d e n e d  a n d  e x c e e d in g ly  tr o u b le d . T h e n  H e  s a i th  

to  th e m :  M y  s o u l  is  s a d  e v e n  u n to  d e a th  ”  (M t. 2 6 :3 7 , 3 8 ) .

1 . T h e  d e v o tio n  to  th e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  is  p r in c ip a lly  a  d e v o tio n  o f  r e p a ra tio n . M en  co n tin u a lly  h eap  

in su lts  an d  in ju ries  o f  a ll k in d s  u p o n  o u r  d iv in e  S av io r  w h ich  cau se  b itte r  p a in  to  H is  lo v in g  h eart. H o w  can  

w e  c la im  th e  title  o f  frien d s o f  Jesu s if  th ese  irrev e ren ces leav e  u s  co ld  an d  in d ifferen t?  T ru e  lo v e  re jo ices  

a t th e  g o o d  fo rtu n e  o f  th e  b e lo v ed  an d  w eep s  w ith  h im  in  h is so rro w  (c f. R o m . 1 2 :1 5). H o w  w o u ld  w e  feel  

if  a  sev e re  tr ia l sh o u ld  o v ertak e  u s  an d  th o se  o f  w h o m  w e  co u ld  ju stly  ex p ec t so m e  sh o w  o f  sy m p a th y  g av e  

n o n e , an d  ac ted  as  th o u g h  o u r  su ffe rin g  d id  n o t co n ce rn  th em  a t a ll? S h a ll w e  ac t so  to w ard  o u r S av io r an d  

ad d  th is  b itte r  d reg , lack  o f  sy m p ath y , to  th e  o v erflo w in g  ch a lice  o f  H is  p assio n ?  O r  is it p erh ap s  a  m atter  

o f  in d ifferen ce  to  H im  w h eth e r  o r  n o t  w e  sh o w  H im  h o w  m u ch  H is su ffe rin g s a ffect u s?

In  th e  y ear 1 6 7 4 , S t. M arg are t M ary  A laco q u e  saw  o u r  L o rd  in  v is ion . H e  sh o w ed  h er  th e  in e ffab le  

m arv els o f H is lo v e an d th e in g ra titu d e o f m en w h ich H e receiv ed in re tu rn : th en H e sa id : “T h is  

(in g ra titu d e ) is  m u ch  m o re  p a in fu l to  M e  th an  a ll I su ffe red  in  M y  p ass io n . If  m en  ren d ered  M e  so m e  re tu rn  

o f  lo v e , I sh o u ld  es teem  little a ll I h av e  d on e  fo r  th em , an d  sh o u ld  w ish , if  su ch  co u ld  b e , to  su ffe r  it o v er  

ag a in ....  D o  y o u . a t leas t, co n so le  an d  re jo ice  M e  b y  su p p ly ing  as  m u ch  as  y o u  can  fo r  th e ir  in g ra titu d e .”

O n  th e S u n d ay  d u rin g  th e  o c tav e o f  C o rp u s C h ris ti in  th e  y ear 1 6 7 5 , o u r L o rd  ag a in  ap p ea red  to  

H is se rv an t, sh o w ed  h er H is h eart, ex p la in ed  ag a in  th e ex cess  o f  H is lo v e , an d  sa id : “ In  re tu rn , I receiv e  

fro m  th e  g rea te r  p art o n ly  in g ra titu d e  b y  th e ir  irrev e ren ce  an d  sac rileg e , an d  b y  th e  co ld n ess an d  co n tem p t  

w h ich  th ey  h av e  fo r  M e  in  th is S acram en t o f  lo v e . A n d  w h at is m o st p a in fu l to  M e  is th a t th ey  a re  h earts  

co n sec ra ted  to  M e.”  T h en  H e  co m m an d ed  h er  to  h av e  a  sp ec ia l feas t  estab lish ed  in  th e  C h u rch  to  h o n o r  H is  

S acred  H eart, to  m ak e  rep a ra tio n  fo r  a ll th e  o u trag es  w h ich  H e  su ffe rs, esp ecia lly  d u rin g  th e  tim e  o f  so lem n  

ex p o sitio n . O u r  L o rd , th e re fo re , h as rev ea led  th a t th e s in s o f  w liich  u n g rate fu l m en  a re g u ilty  ag a in s t th e  

S acram en t o f th e A lta r cau se  H im  p a in , an d  th a t H e ex p ec ts sy m p a th y an d  rep a ra tio n  fro m  H is frien d s  

b ecau se  o f  th ese  in ju rie s.



T h e C h u rch  h as co m p lied  w ith  th e  w ish es o f  h er d iv in e  b rid eg ro o m  an d  estab lish ed  th e  feas t o f  

th e S acred  H eart. In  th e  M ass o f  th e  feas t sh e h o ld s u p  to  u s o u r c ru c ified  R ed eem er, H is s id e o p en ed  b y  

th e  th ru s t o f  a  lan ce  as  th o u g h  to  m ak e  a  w ay  fo r  u s  to  en te r  H is  d iv in e  h eart. S h e  p u ts  th ese  w o rd s  o n  H is  

lip s : "O  a ll y e  th a t p ass  b y  th e  w ay , a tten d , an d  see  if  th e re  b e  an y  so rro w  lik e  to  M y  so rro w ” (L am . 1 :1 2 ). 

“M y  h eart b a th  ex p ec ted  rep ro ach  an d  m ise ry . A n d  I lo o k ed  fo r o n e  th a t w o u ld  g riev e to g e th e r w ith  M e, 

b u t th e re  w as n o n e ; an d  fo r o n e  th a t w o u ld  co m fo rt M e. an d  I fo u n d  n o n e" (P s. 6 8 :2 1 ). H ere  w e h av e a  

c lear  an d  ea rn est ex h o rta tio n  to  a ll lo v e rs  o f  th e  S av io r  n o t to  le t H im  su ffe r  a lo n e , b u t so  fa r  as  th ey  can , to  

sa tis fy  H is  d esire  fo r  co m fo rt in  H is  so rrow .

In  an  en cyc lica l o n  th e d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart d a ted  Ju n e 2 8 . 1 8 3 9 , P o p e L eo  X III say s: 

"T h e  p rim ary o b jec t o f  th is  d ev o tio n  is  to  a to n e  fo r  th e  s in  o f  in g ra titu d e  o n  th e  p art o f  so  m an y  b y  su itab le  

ac ts o f se lf-o b la tio n , o f  lo v e , o f  p ie ty , an d  to  reco n c ile G o d  an d  th e h u m an  race th ro u g h  th is m o st h o ly  

h ea rt.” [fo o tn o te : S in ce  th e  ab o v e  lin es w ere  w ritten , th e  g reat en cy c lica l o f  P iu s  X I o n  th e S acred  H eart, 

w h ich  tak es  fo r its  su b jec t rep a ra tio n  h as  b een  p u b lish ed . T h e  au th o r  u n d o u b ted ly  w o u ld  h av e  q u o ted  fro m  

th is en cy c lica l. (T ran sla to r.)] H en ce th e re  can  b e  n o  d o u b t th a t if  b o th  o u r d iv in e S av io r an d  H is C h u rch  

d esire th a t w e m ak e rep a ra tio n  an d sa tis fac tio n  fo r a ll th e in su lts an d in ju rie s w h ich  m en  in flic t o n  th e  

S acred  H eart in  th e M o st B lessed  S acram en t o f  th e A lta r. T h is is m o tiv e en o u g h  fo r ev ery  frien d  o f  th e  

S av io r  d ilig en tly  to  p ractice  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart.

2 . T o  w h a t  e x te n t  d o  th e  in d i f fe r e n c e , c o ld n e s s , a n d  m a lic e  o f  m e n  g r ie v e  th e  S a c r e d  H e a r t?  T h ere  

h av e  b een  m en  w h o  w ere  co n su m ed  b y  su ch  h a tred  o f  th e ir  lo v in g  S av io r  th a t th ey  fo rced  o p en  tab ern acles,  

scatte red  th e h o sts o n  th e flo o r, an d tro d  th em  u n d erfoo t. D id th ey p erh ap s th in k  th a t th ey w ere th u s  

cau sin g  Jesu s p h y sica l p a in  an d  d iim n ing  H is e te rn a l g lo ry ' an d  jo y ?  If  th ey  d id . th e ir  h a tred  w as  b lin d  an d  

sen se le ss . S in ce  H is re su rrectio n , o u r S av io r n o  lo n g er  su ffe rs. W o u ld  it b e  fittin g  th a t H e  w h o  d e liv e red  

fo rev er  th e  b lessed  fro m  a ll p a in  (c f. A p o c . 7 :1 5 , 1 7 ) sh o u ld  H im self  s till su ffer?  M o reo v er, in  th e  B lessed  

S acram en t h u m an  p erv ers ity ' cann o t reach  ev en  H is g lo rified  h u m an ity ; it can  reach  o n ly  th e sac ram en tal  

sp ecies, n o t th e  reality  w h ich  th ey  v e il. H en ce  th e  fren zy ' o f  h a tred  is  p o w erless  an d  sen se less .

N ev erth e le ss  th e  h a tred  an d  in d iffe ren ce  o f  m en  d o es  g riev e  o u r  d iv in e  S av io r. B u t h o w ?  C h ris t is  

G o d  an d  m an. an d  as m an  H e  is  th e  K in g  o f  h eav en , ex em p t fro m  a ll su fferin g . In  S acred  S crip tu re  w e  read  

o f  G o d : "A n d  G o d , see in g  th a t th e  w ick ed n ess  o f  m en  w as g rea t o n  th e  ea rth , an d  th a t a ll th e  th o u g h t o f  

th e ir h eart w as b en t u p o n  ev il a t a ll tim es, it rep en ted  H im  th a t H e  h ad  m ad e m an  o n  th e  ea rth . A n d  b e in g  

to u ch ed  in w ard ly  w ith  so rro w  o f  h eart, H e  sa id : I w ill d estro y  m an , w h o m  I h av e  c rea ted , fro m  th e  face  o f  

th e  earth ” (G en . 6 :5 , 6 ). H ere  G o d  sp eak s o f  th e  so rro w  w h ich  m en  cau sed  H im . T h is  is  h u m an  lan g uag e  b y  

w h ich  G o d  w ish es  to  ex p la in  to  u s  h o w  m u ch  s in  is  o p p o sed  to  H is san ctity . W h en  m an  co m m its a  m o rta l 

s in , h e co n tem n s th e m o ra l law . B u t th e m o ral law  is u ltim a te ly  G o d  H im self; h en ce , s in  is th e  g rea tes t  

p o ssib le  o p p o sitio n  to  G o d . G o d  lo v es  th e  g o o d ; b u t lo v e  o f  th e  g o o d  is  a t th e  sam e  tim e  h a tred  o f  ev il. T h e  

h ap p in ess  o f  G o d  co n sis ts  in  th e  lo v e  o f  su b sisten t G o o d n ess , H is so rro w  is d isp leasu re  a t ev ery  free  ac t o f  

c rea tu res o p p o sed th is G o o d n ess . T h e  frien dsh ip  o f  G o d  fo r th e  g o o d  is en m ity ' fo r ev ild o e rs . S in ce G o d  

w ills th a t G o o d n ess an d  th e g o o d  sh a ll u ltim a te ly  tr iu m p h , H e m u st a t th e sam e tim e w ill th a t ev il an d  

ev ild o ers sh a ll b e  v an q u ish ed an d  b an ish ed  fo rev e r. A lth o u g h  G o d  h as c rea ted  m an  fro m  p u re lo v e an d  

d estin ed  h im  fo r e te rn a l b liss , m an ’s s tub b o rn  p ersis ten ce  in  s in  tran sfo rm s  th is lo v e in to  e tern al en m ity , 

an d  h is  b liss in to  e te rn a l m ise ry . T h e  fru stra tio n  o f  tire  e te rn a l, lo v in g  d esig n s  o f  G o d  is  th e  so rro w  o f  G o d , 

n o t p a in  in  G o d  H im se lf, b u t in  th o se  w h o m  G o d  h ad  d estin ed  fo r  e tern a l  b ea titu d e . T h is is th e  so rro w  o u r 

S av io r  ex p erien ces  as  G o d  a t th e  o ffen ses  o f  m en .



B u t in  a  ce rta in  sen se C h rist su ffers ev en  in  H is g lo rified  h u m an ity  b ecau se  o f  th e  in su lts o ffe red  

H im  in  th e  B lessed  S acram en t. In  th e  firs t p lace . C h ris t, as m an . lo v es H is h eav en ly  F a th er  m o re  in ten se ly  

th an  a ll o th e r c rea tu res . T h is is th e reaso n  H e h a tes th e  in su lt o ffe red  G o d  b y  ev en m o rtal s in  m o re  th an  

an y th in g  e lse  an d  w o u ld  b e  read y  to  d o  an y th in g , to  su ffe r  an y th in g  to  p rev en t s in  if  su ch  w ere  th e  w ill o f  

G o d . In  th e  seco n d  p lace . C h ris t lo v es  each  h u m an  b e in g  w ith  an  in e ffab le  lo v e . D id  H e  n o t sh ed  H is  b lo o d  

fo r each  o f  th em  an d  sac rifice  H is life u n d er fea rfu l to rtu res to  lead  th em  to  h eav en ? A n d  in  g ratitu d e  fo r  

th is ex ceed in g  g reat lo v e , H e rece iv es o n ly  in d iffe ren ce , co n tem p t, sco rn , an d  h a tred . H e sees H is b lo o d , 

H is life , H is b en ev o len ce , an d  H is lo v e re jec ted . It is im p o ss ib le th a t th is b e a  m atte r o f in d iffe ren ce to  

H im ; H e  m u st o p p o se  w ith  a ll th e  fib e rs  o f  H is  so u l su ch  in fam o u s an d  p ern ic iou s  co n d u c t.

B u t H e h as , to sp eak fig u ra tiv e ly , b o u n d H is h an d s . H e W ishes to sav e m en th ro u g h th e  

in s tru m en ta lity  o f  m en . H e h as p laced  th e  d estin ie s o f  m an y  in  o u r h an d s . B y  o u r  p raye rs , p en an ces , an d  

a to n em en t, b y  o u r  lo v e  o f  G o d  an d  n e ig h b o r, b y  o u r  g o o d  w o rk s , w e  a re  to  ap p ease  th e  an g er o f  G o d . to  

s tem  th e  flo o d  tid e  o f  s in , to  o b ta in  fo r  s in n ers  th e  g race  o f  rep en tan ce an d  fo r  th e  ju s t co n tin u a l p ro g ress  in  

p erfec tio n . A  m eans  w ell ca lcu la ted  to  a tta in  th ese  en d s is th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart; fo r. acco rd ing  

to  th e W o rds o f  S t. M arg are t M ary , th is d ev o tio n  is th e m ean s ch o sen  b y  C h ris t to sav e a  v ast n u m b er  o f  

so u ls fro m  p erd itio n  an d  to  b rin g  th em  b ack  to  th e  p a th s o f  sa lv a tio n . T h ere fo re , if  C h ris t liv es in  u s , if  w e  

a re m o v ed  b y  H is sp irit, w e sh a ll m ak e fe rv en t e ffo rts to  co m p ly  w ith  H is w ish es b y  th e p ractice o f  th is  

d ev o tion .

3 . T h e  in s u l ts  o f  m e n , n e v e r th e le s s , c a u s e  th e  s o u l  o f  o u r  S a v io r  r e a l  p a in . T h is  is  a  m y stery  w h ich  

w e  fo rg e t  to o  o ften . W e  co n ten t o u rse lv es  w ith  th e  b e lie f  th a t o u r  S av io r is n o w  im m u n e  fro m  a ll p a in . W e  

d o  n o t rem em b er  th a t th e s in s w h ich  w e n o w  co m m it cau sed  H im  rea l an g u ish  a t a  tim e w h en  H e co u ld  

su ffe r  lik e  o th e r  m en , in d eed  co u ld  su ffe r  m o re  th an  o th e r  m en .

Ju s t as C h ris t, as th e  fu tu re  ju d g e  o f  th e  w o rld , m u st k n o w  accu ra te ly  ev ery ac t w h ich  H e  h as  to  

ju d g e , so  it w as fittin g , to o , th a t, as  R ed eem er o f  th e  w o rld . H e  k n ew  fo r  w h at s in s , n o t o n ly  in  g en era l b u t  

in p articu la r ev en to th e sm alles t s in H e h ad to sa lisiy . S acred S crip h ire c lea rly in d ica tes th a t th e  

k n o w led g e  o f  C h rist ex ten d ed  to  d is tan t an d  fu tu re  ev en ts , ev en  to  th e  sec re t th o u g h ts o f  m en . C h ris t to ld  

N ath an ae l w h at h e h ad  b een  d o in g  w h ile a t a d is tan ce b efo re  P h ilip  ca lled  h im , an d  rev ea led  to  h im  h is  

in m o st th o u g h ts  so  th a t N ath an ae l ex cla im ed  w ith  ad m ira tio n : “R ab b i, T h o u  a rt th e S o n  o f  G o d ” (Jn . 1 :4 7  

ff). H o w  o ften  w e  read : “B u t H e  k n ew  th e ir  th o u g h ts” (c f. L k . 6 :8 ; 9 :4 7 ; 1 1 :1 7 , e tc .) . H e  fo re to ld  H is  o w n  

p assio n  in  d e ta il (c f. M k . 1 0 :3 3 . 3 4 ). H e  fo re to ld  th e  b e traya l o f  Ju d as , th e  d en ia l o f  P e te r, th e  d estru ctio n  

o f  Je ru sa lem , an d  m an y  o th e r  fu tu re ev en ts ; h en ce  w e  cann o t d o u b t th a t C h ris t k n ew  th e  ac ts o f  a ll m en . 

T iffs h as b een  th e  teach in g  o f a ll th e g rea t th eo lo g ian s  fo r cen tu rie s; [fo o tn o te : C f. S t. T h o m as, S u m m a  

T h e o l. III . q . 1 0 , a . 2 .] an d  th e h ig h est R o m an  tr ib u n a l h as co n d em n ed  th e ra sh  o p in io n  o f so m e w h o  

m ain ta in ed  th a t C h ris t d id  n o t k n o w  th e  w h ole  p ast, p resen t, an d  fu tu re , [fo o tn o te : A c ta  A p o s to l ic a e  S e d is ,  

1 9 1 8 , 2 8 2 .]

C h ris t k n ew  ev en  in  d e ta il w h ile  H e  w alk ed  am o n g  m en  a ll th e s in s w h ich  w o u ld  b e  co m m itted  

ag ain s t H im  an d  espec ia lly  ag a in s t th e  sac ram en t  o f  H is lo v e  to  th e  en d  o f  tim e . H e  k n ew  th e  o p p o sitio n  o f  

th e  fa ith le ss  ag a in st th e  rev e la tio n s o f  H is  lo v e ; H e  k n ew  th e  co n tem p t, th e  b lasp h em ies w h ich  h av e  b een  

u tte red  b y  h ere tic s ag ain s t th e  B lessed  S acram en t; H e  saw  th e  irrev e ren t co n du c t  o f  m an y  C ath o lic s  d u rin g  

d iv in e  se rv ice ; th e ir in d iffe ren ce , th e ir co ld n ess , th e  u n w o rth y  co m m u n io n s, th e  p ro fan atio n s  o f  h o sts, th e  

d esec ra tion  o f  ch u rch es , an d  a ll th e  o th e r en o rm itie s  w h ich  a re  p erp e tra ted  ag a in s t th e  B lessed  S acram en t 

o f  th e  A lta r.



B ecau se o f  H is fo rek n o w led g e  th e  d iffe ren ce  in  tim e  w as, to  a  ce rta in  ex ten t, an n ih ila ted . W h at 

h ap p en s  to d ay  w as  p resen t  to  H im  th en ; an d  a ll u n w o rth y  co n d u c t w h ich  w o u ld  n o w  cau se  H im  p a in , if  H e  

w ere  s till cap ab le  o f  su fferin g , w o u n d ed  H im  th en  in  H is  in m o st b e in g . M an  can , th e re fo re , s till cau se  rea l 

su ffe rin g  to  o u r  L o rd . E v en  if  H e  n o  lo n g er  feels  th e  p a in , H e  d id  feel it in  th e  p ast. H e  w h o  co n tem n s  o u r 

S av io r  n o w . s to o d  th en  w ith  H is  p ersecu to rs  u n d er  th e  c ro ss an d  b lasp h em ed  H im . H e  w h o  h a tes  H im  n o w , 

c ru c ified  H im  th en  w ith  H is  en em ies  w h o  w ere  b esid e  th em se lv es  w ith  h a tred . S t. P au l sp eak s  o f  C h ris tian s  

w h o  c ru cify  C h ris t an ew  an d  d e liv e r  H im  u p  to  o p p ro b riu m  (c f. H eb . 6 :6 ).

Q u ist h as sa tis fied  fo r a ll s in s , ev en  fo r th o se d irec ted  ag a in s t H is lo v e an d  ag a in s t th e  w o rk  o f  

red em ptio n . B u t h o w  su ch  in g ratitu d e  m u st h av e  w o u n d ed  H is h eart! A s H e  h u n g  o n  th e  c ro ss . H is d y in g  

p ray e r  w as  th e  tw en ty -first  p sa lm : "M y  G o d , M y  G o d . w h y  h ast T h o u  fo rsak en  M e?"  (M t. 2 7 :4 6 .) W e  read  

in  th is  p sa lm : "B u t I am  a  w o rm , an d  n o  m an : th e  rep roach  o f  m en , an d  th e  o u tcas t o f  th e  p eo p le . A ll th ey  

th a t saw  M e h av e lau gh ed  M e  to  sco rn : th ey  h av e sp o k en  w ith  th e lip s , an d  h av e  w ag g ed  th e h ead ” (P s . 

2 1 :7 , 8 ). W h o ev er  o ffe rs  in su lt to  o u r  S av io r, th en  in su lted  H im  w ith  H is en em ies  an d  g riev ed  H is S acred  

H eart  b itte rly  in  H is la s t h o u r. B u t th e  co n v erse is a lso  tru e . W h o ev er  re sis ts tem p ta tio n  o r  p rev en ts o th e rs  

fro m  fa llin g in to s in , d im in ish ed  th e su ffe rin g s o f o u r S av io r. W h o ev er sy m p ath izes w ith o u r S av io r, 

w h o ev er  sh o w s  b y  w o rd  an d  d eed  th a t C h rist d id  n o t su ffe r  an d  d ie  in  v a in  fo r  h im , w h o ev er, in  fin e , b ears  

m u ch  fru it, co n so led  o u r  S av io r  o n  th e  c ro ss .

If w e h ad s to o d u n d er th e c ro ss an d h ad  b een  ab le to o ffer o u r S av io r so m e h e lp an d so m e  

co n so la tio n  in  H is frig h tfu l su fferin g s, w o u ld  w e n o t h av e d o n e so g lad ly ? W e can  d o  so  b y  o u r  p resen t  

sy m p a th y , b y  o u r zea l in  acco m p lish in g  H is w ish es , b y  o ffe rin g sa tisfactio n  fo r th e  m an y  in su lts o ffe red  

H im  b y  m en , b y  cu ltiv atin g  an d  sp read in g  th e  d ev o tio n  to  H is S acred  H eart. M ay  th o se  w o rd s  o f  o u r  S av io r  

b e  v erified  in  u s: “Y o u  a re th ey  w h o  h av e co n tinu ed  w ith  M e in  M y  tr ia ls. A n d  I ap p o in t to  y o u , as M y  

F a th e r  h as  ap p o in ted  to  M e”  (L k . 2 2 :2 8 , 2 9 ).

C H A P T E R  X V II

S y m p a th y  W ith  th e  S o rro w s  o f  th e  H eart o f  Jesu s

“ C o u ld  y o u  n o t  w  a tc h  o n e  

h o u r  w ith  M e ?  "  (M t. 2 6 :4 0 .)

1 . D e v o tio n  to  th e  m e n ta l  s u ffe r in g s  o f  C h r is t  is  a  d e v o tio n  p e c u lia r ly  a d a p te d  to  th e  s p ir i t  o f  o u r  

a g e . O u r  ag e  in  co n tra s t w ith  p ast ag es  em p h asizes  th e  p erson a l e lem en t ra th er  th an  ex te rn a l fac ts. W e  fin d  

th a t in  p h ilo so p h y  p sy ch o lo g y  is p red o m in an t, in  lite ra tu re  q u estio n s  o f  ch arac ter  d ev e lo p m en t a re trea ted  

b y  p re feren ce, in  re lig io n  th e  in n e r  life  is  em p h asized . If  w e  ad m it  th a t th is  ten d en cy  is  ju s tified , w e  h av e  a t 

o n ce a  reco m m en d a tio n  fo r th e d ev o tio n to th e S acred  H eart; fo r it is m ain ly  a  d ev o tio n o f an  in te rn al 

n a tu re ; it a ttem p ts to co m p reh en d  th e sen tim en ts o f Jesu s; it d ea ls w ith  th e m o st ex ce llen t p erso n a lity  



w h ich  ev er g raced  o u r  ea rth ; it s triv es to  u n d ers tan d th e m en ta l an g u ish  o f  o u r S av io r an d  to  sy m p a th ize  

w ith  it.

A t th e  d aw n  o f  th e C h ristian  e ra , th e  g rea t o b stac le to  th e sp read  o f  C h ristian ity  w as th e  p assio n  

an d  d eath  o f its F o u n d er, th e c ru c ified  C h ris t, u n to th e Jew s a s tu m b lin g  b lo ck , an d  u n to th e G en tiles  

fo o lish n ess  (c f. 1 C o r. 1 :2 3 ). T h is s tu m b lin g  b lo ck  co u ld  n o t  b e  rem o v ed  b y  d em an d in g  sy m p a th y  w ith  th e  

C ru c ified . O n  th e co n tra ry , n e ith e r Jew s fo r G en tiles w o u ld h av e an y th in g  to d o  w ith  a G o d  w o rthy o f  

co m p assio n ; th ey  w an ted  a  m ig h ty , o m n ipo ten t G o d  w h o m  n o th in g  co u ld  re s ist. S o  th e p ro b lem  o f  th e  

C h u rch  w as to  sh o w  h o w  th e  p ass io n  an d  d ea th  o f  C h ris t w as a  g lo rio u s  v ic to ry o v er  a ll ad v erse  p o w ers , a  

v ic to ry  o v er s in  an d  o v er th e ru le r o f  th e em p ire o f  s in . R ead  th e  w o rd s an d  le tte rs o f  th e ap o stle s. T h ey  

n ev er sp eak o f C h ris t d ese rv in g o f sy m p a th y . T h ey sp eak o ften  en o u gh  o f H is p ass io n  an d  d ea th , b u t  

a lw ay s as a m ean s w h ich  b ro u g h t ab o u t th e g lo rifica tio n  o f G o d  an d  o f C h ris t (c f. A cts 2 :2 5 ft) . T h e  

c ru c ified  C h ris t is th e  p o w er  o f  G o d  an d  th e  w isdo m  o f  G o d  (c f. 1 C o r. 1 :2 4 ). H e  w ill re ig n  “u n til H e  h a th  

p u t a ll H is en em ies u n d er  H is feet” (1 C o r. 1 5 :2 5 ). T h e  o n ly sy m p a th y  th a t is d em an d ed  o f  u s is th a t w e  

su ffe r  w ith  C h ris t, th a t is . ca rry  o u r  c ro ss a fte r H im  so  th a t w e  m ay  a lso  b e  g lo rified  w ith  H im  (c f. R o m . 

8 :1 7 ). T h e  c ro ss , an  em blem  o f  sh am e, w as tran sfo rm ed  b y  C h ris t in to  a  g lo rio u s em b lem  o f  v ic to ry . T h is  

fac t h ad  rep ea ted ly  to  b e  em p h asized  fo r  Jew s  an d  G en tile s  a lik e .

E v en  in  th e  w ritin g s  o f  th e  F a th ers o f  th e C h u rch  th e  co n cep tio n  o f  th e su ffe rin g s o f  C h rist is so  

p red o m in an t th a t w e scarcely fin d a re fe ren ce to co m p ass io n w ith th e su ffe rin g s o f C h ris t. T h is is  

su ffic ien tly  ev id en t fro m  th e  se lec tio n s  fro m  th e  F a th ers  fo rm d  in  th e  b rev ia ry  fo r  h o ly  w eek . P o p e  L eo  th e  

G reat b eg in s h is h o m ily  o n  P a lm  S u n d ay  b y  reca llin g  th a t th e  an n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  p ass io n  o f  o u r L o rd  is a  

d ay o f  g rea t jo y  fo r th e w h o le  w o rld  an d  th a t am o n g  a ll th e w o rk s o f G o d  n o n e h as so m u ch  ap p ea l as  

su b jec t fo r m ed ita tio n as th e su ffe rin g s o f o u r R ed eem er, w h o . c lo th ed w ith th e w eak n ess o f m an , 

co n q u ered  th e  d ev il. O n  H o ly  T h ursd ay  w e  read  fro m  S t. A u g u stin e , w h o  say s: “C o n sid e r  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  

c ro ss . T h is c ro ss , o n ce  an  o b jec t o f  th e  rid icu le  o f  o u r  en em ies , n o w  c ro w n s  th e  b ro w s o f  k in g s . Its su ccess  

h as p ro v ed  its p o w er. T h e  w o rld  h as  b een  co n q u ered  n o t w ith  iro n , b u t w ith  w o o d .” T h e  le sso n s o n  G o o d  

F rid ay  an d  H o ly  S a tu rd ay  a re  o f  th e  sam e  ten o r, p aean s  o f  v ic to ry .

O n ly  a fte r th e  n ecess ity  o f  em p h asiz in g  fo r  Jew s  an d  G en tiles  th e  v ic to rio u s  p o w er o f  th e  c ro ss  n o  

lo n g er  m ad e  itse lf  fe lt, d id  m ed ita tio n  o n  th e  p ass io n  o f  C h ris t as an  o b jec t o f  o u r  sy m p a th y  b eco m e  m o re  

g en era l. In  th e  tw elfth  cen tu ry  w e fin d  in  S t. B ern ard  sy m p ath e tic u tteran ces  ab o u t th e p assio n  o f  C h rist 

w h ich  m u st b e  co u n ted  am o n g  th e  ten d e res t b lo sso m s o f  m y stic ism . S t. F ran c is o f  A ssis i w as so  d ev o u t to  

th e  b itte r  p ass io n  th a t G o d  d e ign ed  to  im p rin t  in  h is  b o d y  th e  h o ly  s tig m ata . B lessed  A n g e la  o f  F o lig n o , S t. 

B rid g e t o f  S w ed en , an d  m an y  o th e r sa in ts h av e  fee lin g ly  d escrib ed  th e  p assio n  o f  o u r L o rd . S t. Ig n a tiu s in  

h is S p ir i tu a l E x e rc is e s  te lls u s th a t in  th e m ed ita tio n s  o n  th e p assio n  o f C h ris t w e m u st se t o u rse lv es to  

w o rk  w ith  m u ch  en erg y , an d  fo rce o u rse lv es  to  g riev e , to  b e sad . an d  to lam en t a t th e s ig h t o f  w h at o u r 

L o rd su ffers in  H is h u m an ity , an d ask G o d to feel so rro w  w ith  C h ris t, th e M an o f S o rro w s, sen sib le  

a fflic tio n  w ith  th e a fflic ted  C h ris t, tea rs an d  in w ard  p a in  fo r th e  g reat p a in  w h ich  C h ris t su ffe red  fo r u s . 

C o u n tle ss  b o o k s o f m ed ita tio n  an d  o f  d ev o tio n  fo llo w  th is su g g estio n  o f  th e sa in t in  reg ard  to  th e sacred  

p ass io n . T h e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart, th e refo re , fu lly  sa tis fie s th e  p resen t tren d  o f  th o u g h t, an d  b y  its  

rev e la tio n  G o d  h as  acco m m o d ated  H im se lf  to  th e  n eed s  o f  o u r  ag e .

2 . T h e  B ib le  te a c h e s  u s  th e  a tt i tu d e  o f  m in d  C h r is t  e n te r ta in e d  in  r e g a rd  to  H is  s u f fe r in g s . T h e  

m en tal su ffe rin g s o f o u r S av io r a re n o w h ere so c lea rly m an ifes ted  as in  th e ag o n y in  th e g ard en . T h e  

ev an g elis ts  te ll u s th a t Jesu s b eg an  to  g ro w  so rro w fu l, an d  to  b e sad , an d  to  b e  h eav y (c f. M t. 2 6 :3 7 . 3 8 ; 

M k . 1 4 :3 3 ). T h e  ex ten t o f  th is m en ta l an g u ish  is ex p ressed  in  th e  w o rd s: “M y  so u l is so rro w fu l ev en  u n to  



d ea th .” A n d  little  w o n d er! B efo re  th e  ey es  o f  H is im ag in a tio n  H e  saw  c lea rly , in  a ll th e ir  d e ta il, th e  te rrib le  

su ffe rin g s w h ich  w ere  to  b eg in  th a t v ery  n igh t  an d  w ere  to  en d  o n ly  in  th e  a ftern o o n  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  d ay  in  

th e  te rrify in g  d ea th  o n  th e  c ro ss . H is w h o le  n a tu re  m u st h av e  reco iled  fro m  su ch  su ffe rin g . H is life  w as  th e  

m o st v a lu ab le o f a ll liv es, H is b o d y a m arv el o f  th e h an d iw o rk  o f  th e H o ly G h o st, a m o st d e lica te an d  

sen sitiv e in s tru m en t o f th e so u l, an d  th ere fo re h ig h ly su scep tib le to p a in . A n d  th is v a lu ab le life , th ese  

d e lica te an d  p erfec t m em b ers, o u r  S av io r  w as  to  S u rren d er  to  H is en em ies to  m altreat  an d  ren d , u n til, co v ­

e red  w ith  w o u n ds  fro m  th e  so les o f  H is  feet to  th e  c ro w n  o f  H is h ead . H is  to m  lim b s s tre tch ed  o n  th e  c ro ss  

an d  p ie rced  W ith  n a ils , H e  b reath ed  H is la st, su rro u n d ed  b y  H is  fo es . A ll th is o u r S av io r fo resaw  in  H is  

ag o n y  in  th e  g ard en , an d  th e  v is ion  filled  H is  so u l  w ith  sad n ess  an d  h o rro r.

R ep u g nan ce  se ized  H im ; H e  w as  to  sac rifice  su ch  p erfec t  treasu res  to  d estru c tio n  to  sa tis fy  fo r  th e  

s in s  o f  th e  w h o le  w o rld , as  th e  p ro p h e t Isa ia s  h ad  fo re to ld : “B u t  H e  w as  w o u n d ed  fo r  o u r  in iq u itie s, H e  w as  

b ru ised  fo r  o u r  s in s . . . an d  b y  H is  b ra ises  w e  a re  h ea led ” (Isa . 5 3 :5 ). H e  H im se lf  h ad  sa id  th a t H is  b lo o d  

w o u ld  b e sh ed  u n to  rem issio n  o f s in s (c f. M t. 2 6 :2 8 ). C h ris t, th e re fo re , saw  h o w  a ll s in  w as p u t o n  H is  

sh o u lde rs  (c f. Isa . 5 3 :6 ), b ecau se  H e  h ad  assu m ed  th e  re sp on sib ility  fo r  th e  p ay m en t o f  th is  en o rm o u s d eb t 

(M k . 1 0 :4 5 ). T h in k  o f  th e  lo a th in g  H is p u re so u l h ad  fo r a ll s in , s in ce H e  c lea rly saw  its essen tia l  m alice .  

A n d  n o w  th e  m o st d isg race fu l an d  v u lg a r  c rim es  w h ich  h ad  b een  co m m itted  s in ce  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  tim e  o r  

w o u ld  s till b e co m m itted  b efo re th e en d  o f  th e w o rld o v erw h e lm ed H is so u l as th o u g h  H e a lo n e w ere  

re sp o n sib le fo r  th em  a ll. W h at in d escrib ab le  d isg u st an d  lo a th in g  H is so u l m u st h av e  ex p erien ced , g reate r  

b y  fa r th an  th a t w h ich  w o u ld  b e ex p erien ced  b y  a  m an  fa s tid iou sly c lean  w h o  is su d d en ly  th ro w n  in to  a  

sew er  fu ll o f  th e  v ile st  filth  an d  co rru p tio n .

B esid es , o u r S av io r reco g n ized  th a t m an y , v ery  m an y , w o u ld  rew ard  th is p ro o f  o f  H is im m en se  

lo v e  w ith  co ld n ess an d  in d iffe ren ce , ev en  w ith  h a tred  an d  co n tem p t, an d  th a t, d esp ite  a ll H is e ffo rts, th ey  

w o u ld  s till ra sh  in to e tern a l ra in . O n ly if  w e co u ld  fu lly  g rasp  th e g reatn ess o f  H is se lfsac rific in g  lo v e , 

w o u ld  w e  b e  ab le  to  u n d ers tan d  th e  an g u ish  w h ich  su ch  in g ra titu d e  cau sed  H im .

W e can  w ell im ag in e th a t th e re can  b e p a in , an d th a t p o ss ib ly th e re h as b een p a in , w h ich , 

co n sid e red m erely as p h y sica l p a in , w as g rea te r th an  th e p a in  w h ich  o u r S av io r en d u red . B u t m en ta l 

an g u ish co m p arab le to H is n o m an  h as ev er su ffe red , n o r can  ev er su ffe r, b ecau se n o m an h as su ch  

k n o w led g e  o f  w h at s in  rea lly  is as  H e, b ecau se  n o  can  lo v e  as H e  lo v ed  an d  h en ce  can  fee l in g ra titu d e so  

k een ly  an d  b itte rly . T h e sw ea t o f  b lo o d  en d u red  in  th e G ard en  o f  O liv es, th e ag o n y  o f  d ea th  w h ich  cast 

H im  p ro stra te  o n  th e  g ro u n d  (c f. L k . 2 2 :4 3 , 4 4 ) te stify  to  th is  m o re  e lo q uen tly  th an  w o rds .

S u ch  w as  th e  ag o n y  o f  so u l w h ich  C h ris t en d u red  in  th e  g ard en  an d  o f  w h ich  H e  to ld  S t. M arg are t  

M ary  A laco q u e : “M y  m en tal an g u ish  th e re cau sed  M e k een er su ffe rin g s  th an  a ll th e re s t o f  M y  p ass io n , 

b ecau se  I saw  M y self  en tire ly  d ese rted  b y  h eav en  an d  ea rth  an d  o v erw h e lm ed  w ith  a ll th e  s in s  o f  m an k in d . 

T h ere I s to o d  b efo re th e san c tity o f G o d  w h o c rash ed  M e in  H is an g er w ith o u t co n side ra tion fo r M y  

in n o cen ce ... as  th o u g h  H e  h ad  fo rg o tten  th a t  H e  w as  M y  fa th e r  in  o rd e r  to  sac rifice  M e  to  H is  ju s t an g er. 

N o  c rea tu re  can  co m p reh en d  th e  g reatn ess  o f  th e  su ffe rin g s  w h ich  I  th e re  en d u red .”

A n o th er  fac t w as  revea led  b y  o u r  L o rd  to  S t. M arg aret  M ary ; “H e  le t m e  k n o w .” sh e  w rite s , “ th a t 

a ll th ese  p a ins an d  a ll th is co n tem p t  w as  p resen t to  H im  fro m  th e  first m o m en t o f  H is in ca rn a tio n  an d  th a t 

fro m  th a t tim e  fo rw ard  th e  c ro ss w as, so  to  say , p lan ted  in  H is h eart an d  th a t to  p ro ve  H is lo v e  fo r  u s H e  

accep ted  ev ery th in g , a ll th e  h u m ilia tio n s, th e  p o v erty , th e  p a in s w h ich  H is sacred  h u m an ity  h ad  to  en d u re  

d u rin g  th e  w h o le  p erio d  o f  H is te rre s tria l life , as w ell as a ll th e  in ju ries to  w h ich  H is lo v e  w o u ld  ex p o se  

H im  o n  o u r  a lta rs  in  th e  M o st  B lessed  S acram en t.”



W e fin d a co n firm a tio n  o f th is rev e la tio n in  H o ly W rit, fo r S t. P au l w rite s th a t C h ris t, a t H is  

en tran ce in to th is w o rld , o ffe red  H im self a sac rifice to H is h eav en ly F a th e r to su p p lan t a ll th e ea rlier  

sac rifices (c f. H eb . 1 0 :5  ff .) . D u rin g  H is  p u b lic  life  o n  ea rth  C h ris t repea ted ly  rem in d ed  H is  ap o stle s o f  th e  

su ffe rin g s w h ich  aw aited  H im  in  Jeru sa lem  (c f. M k . 8 :3 1 ; 9 :3 0 ; 1 0 :3 3 . 3 4 ; M t. 2 6 :2 ). H e ca lls H is su f­

fe rin g s  a  b ap tism  an d  say s: “ I h av e  a  b ap tism  w h erew ith  I am  to  b e  b ap tized : an d  h o w  d is tre ssed  I am  u n til 

it b e acco m p lish ed ” (L k . 1 2 :5 0). O n  o n e o ccas io n , w h en so m e G en tile s w ish ed  to sp eak to H im . H e  

m en tio n ed  th e  fac t th a t H e  w o u ld  b e  g lo rified  a lso  b y  th e G en tile s, b u t o n ly  a fter  H is d eath  o n  th e  c ro ss; 

an d  a t th is  rem in d er  o f  th e  fu tu re , H is  so u l w as  tro u b led  to  its  d ep th s  an d  H e  p ray ed : “F a th er, sav e  M e  fro m  

th is h o u r.” B u t H e ad d ed  a t o n ce , as th o u g h  co rrec tin g  H im se lf: “N o , th is is w h y  I cam e to  th is h o u r,”  

n am ely , to  g lo rify  th e  F a th er  b y  M y  d ea th ; “F a th e r  g lo rify  T h y  n am e”  (Jn . 1 2 :2 3  ff) .

T h e  p h y sical su ffe rin g s o f  C h ris t fro m  th e  G ard en  o f  O liv es  to  C alv ary  la sted  o n ly  ab o u t e ig h teen  

h o u rs. Y et th e w h o le life o f C h ris t w as h ard  an d  d ifficu lt; an d  w h at is m o re , H is m en ta l su fferin g s , th e  

an g u ish  o f  H is so u l b ecau se  o f  H is p re -v is io n  o f  a ll th a t m en  w o u ld  d o  to  H im , w ere n ev er  fo r a  m o m en t 

o u t o f  h is  co n scio u sn ess  an d  m ad e  H is  life  a  v eritab le  w ay  o f  th e  c ro ss .

3 . W e  m u s t  n o t  fo r g e t  th e  a n g u is h  o f  s o u l  o f  o u r  S a v io r  n o r  r e c a ll  i t  c o ld ly  a n d  w ith  in d i ffe r e n c e ;  

b u t w e  m u st m ed ita te  sy m p ath e tically  o n  w h atev er  H e  h as  d o n e  fo r  lo v e  o f  u s  to  p ro m o te  o u r  sa lv atio n , an d  

g ra tefu lly  re tu rn  lo v e  fo r  lo v e . T h e  m an  w h o  rea lly  b e liev es  th a t  th e  S o n  o f  G o d  cam e  fro m  h eav en  fo r  lo v e  

o f  u s an d  su ffe red  su ch  in d esc rib ab le an g u ish  in  H is h u m an ity  m u st, if  h e  p o ssesses  a  tru ly  h u m an  h eart, 

b u m  w ith  lo v e o f  H im , sy m p ath ize ten d e rly  w ith  H is su ffe rin g s , espec ia lly  th o se  o f  H is so u l, an d  try  to  

m ak e  rep a ra tio n  fo r a ll th e  in g ra titu d e o f  m en . W e  C ath o lic s  b e liev e in  th e  in carn a tion  o f  th e  S o n  o f  G o d : 

w e  b e liev e  th a t H e  h as  red eem ed  u s  b y  H is  p ass io n  an d  d ea th ; w e  b e liev e  th a t  H e  req u ests a  re tu rn  o f  lo v e , 

sy m p a th y , rep ara tio n ; an d  w e m ay  tak e  it fo r g ran ted  th a t w e d o  w ish  to  co m p ly  w ith  th is req u est o f  o u r 

b est  F rien d . B u t h o w ?

L o v e d em an d s a  re tu rn  o f  lo v e ; u n less w e re tu rn  H is lo v e , Jesu s can n o t lo v e  u s w ith  th e lo v e  o f  

frien d sh ip . A lth o u g h  H e  lo v es  a ll m en , H e, n ev erth e le ss, d is tin g u ish es  b e tw een  th o se  w h o  b e lon g  to  H im  as  

H is  o w n  and  th o se  w h o  d o  n o t. In  H is  p ray e r  H e  co m m en d s  H is  frien d s  to  H is h eav en ly  F a th e r  in  a  sp ec ia l 

m an n er; fo r  H e  ad d s: “N o t  fo r  th e  w o rld  d o  I p ray , b u t fo r  th o se  w h o m  T h o u  h ast g iv en  M e ” (Jn . 1 7 :9 ). H e  

ca lls th em  H is frien d s b ecau se H e h as rev ea led  H im se lf  to  th em  w ith o u t re serv a tio n (c f. Jn . 1 5 :1 5 ). O u r  

d ev o tio n to Jesu s m u st co rresp o n d  to H is co m p le te an d  p erfect d ev o tio n to u s . O u r life m u st b e H is . 

E v ery th in g , rea lly ev ery th in g  th a t w e th in k , w ish , d esire , d o . m u st b e co n sec ra ted  to H im . S u ch is th e  

ex h o rta tio n  o f  th e  A p o stle (c f. C o l. 3 :1 7 ). T h e  w h o le  v a lu e  o f  o u r life is m easu red  b y  o u r  u n io n  w ith  o u r 

S av io r; w ith o u t H im  o u r  life is  v a lu eless (Jn . 1 5 :5 , 6 ). L et u s . th en , co n sec ra te  o u rselv es, o u r  ac tio n s , an d  

o u r  su ffe rin g s  to  o u r S av io r, so  th a t fo r  th e  fu tu re  w e  sh a ll liv e  o n ly  fo r  H is  lo v e  an d  g lo ry .

T h e lo v e o f Jesu s fo r u s is a se lf-sac rific in g  lo v e w h ich h as im p o sed o n H im  th e g rea tes t  

su ffe rin g s o f  b o d y  an d  so u l. If  w e  a re  tru ly  frien d s  o f  H is , w e  sh a ll n o t fo rg e t  H is su fferin g s , b u t rem em b er  

th em  sy m p ath e tica lly . W e sh a ll n o t co n ten t o u rse lv es w ith  co n tem p la tin g  m ere ly  H is ex te rna l su fferin g s , 

b u t sh a ll m ak e  th e  m u ch  g rea ter  an g u ish  H is so u l en d u red  fo r  o u r  sak e  a  sp ec ia l o b jec t o f  v en era tio n . O u r  

S av io r ask ed  S t. M arg aret M ary  to  ta ste  w ith  H im  to  th e  la s t d ro p  th e  ag o n y  in  th e  g ard en  o n e  h o u r  each  

w eek  d u rin g  th e n ig h t fro m  T h u rsd ay  to  F rid ay , an d  to  m ak e th is m ed ita tio n  p ro stra te o n  th e g ro u n d  in  

o rd e r  to  sw ee ten  to  so m e  ex ten t th e  b itte r  so rro w  o f  H is lo n e lin ess . O u r S av io r  d o es n o t d em an d  th is  o f  u s; 

y e t w e  can , n ev erth e le ss , see in  th is  requ est h o w  p leas in g  to  H im  d ev o tio n  to  H is an g u ish  o f  so u l is . F o r  a  

h eart b in n in g  w ith  lo v e  o f  H im , th a t  is su ffic ien t; it  w ill  certa in ly  ren d er  H im  th is  se rv ice  o f  lo v e.



T h e  th ird  o b jec t o f  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart, ex p ress ly  d ecla red  to  b e  su ch  b y  o u r S av io r, 

is  rep ara tio n  fo r  a ll th e  in ju rie s  to  w h ich  H e  is  ex p o sed  a t  th e  h an d s  o f  so  m an y  in  th e  sacram en t  o f  H is  lo v e  

an d  w h ich  g rieve  H im  so  b itte rly . H e  ask s  fo r  h u m ble  an d  rev e ren t rep ara tio n . S u re ly , a  reaso n ab le  req u est!  

T h e  K in g  o f  h eav en  an d  ea rth  m ig h t eas ily  o b ta in  sa tisfactio n  in  o th e r  w ay s; b u t H e  d esire s  th is  sa tis fac tio n  

w h ich  is a t o n ce h o n o rab le an d  sa lu tary  fo r u s . a  sa tis fac tio n  w h ich  p ro ceed s fro m  lo v e an d  a t th e sam e  

tim e  w o rk s an  in c rease  o f  lo v e  in  u s . T rue  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart, th e re fo re , im p lie s  zea l fo r  C h rist’s  

h o n o r, g ro w th  in  H is lo v e , d ev o tio n  to  H im . w o rk  fo r H im . u n io n  o f  o u r su ffe rin g s  w ith  H is so th a t th e  

d isc ip le  m ay  b eco m e  lik e  th e  M aste r, an d  th e  sen  an t lik e  H is  L o rd , b o th  h ere  o n  th e  w ay  o f  th e  c ro ss an d  

h erea fter  in  g lo ry  an d  b ea titu d e .

C H A P T E R  X V II I

A  H eart T h a t S u ffe red  M o re  T h an  A ll O th ers

'W o w  th e  p a s s e r s b y  w e re

je e r in g  a t  H im "  (M t. 2 7 :3 9 ) .

1 . C h r is t  c r u c i f ie d  is  m o c k e d  b y  m e n  o f  a ll  c la s s e s . It w as  a  so u rce  o f  g reat so rro w  to  o u r  L o rd  in  

H is  ag o n y  in  th e  g ard en  th a t H e  w as a lo n e  an d  d eserted  b y  a ll. A s  H e  h u n g  o n  th e  c ro ss. H e  w as n o t a lo n e . 

B u t w h at o f  th e  co m p an y  th a t su rro u n d ed  H im ?  T h e  tw en ty -first  p sa lm  d esc rib es  th em  fo r  u s: A ll th ey  th a t 

see  M e, lau g h  M e  to  sco rn . T h ey  o p en  th e ir  m o u th s  ag a in s t M e. as  a  lio n  rav en in g  an d  ro a rin g . T h e  co u nc il 

o f th e m alig nan t en co m p asses M e lik e d o g s (c f. P s. 2 1 :8 . 1 4 . 1 7 ). It w as th e tim e o f th e feas t o f  th e  

P asso v er an d  th e re  w ere  m an y  p eo p le  in  th e  c ity . C u rio s ity  d rew  n o t a  few  to  G o lg o th a . T h ey  p assed  b y  th e  

c ro ss an d  w ag g ed  th e ir h ead s say in g : “V ah , T h o u  th a t d estro y est th e tem p le o f G o d . an d in  th ree d ay s  

b u ild est it u p  ag a in , sav e T h y self . C o m e  d o w n  fro m  th e  c ro ss ." T h e  ch ie f  p rie s ts an d  th e sc ribes m o ck in g  

sa id  to  o n e  an o th er: “H e  sav ed  o th e rs ; H im self  H e  can n o t sav e , o r  if  H e  can  le t H im  d escen d  fro m  th e  c ro ss  

th a t w e  m ay  see  an d  b e liev e" (c f. M k . 1 5 :2 9  ff .) . T h ese  w ere  th e  in su lts  w h ich  H is  o w n  n a tion  h eap ed  u p o n  

its M essias ; h ig h  an d lo w . th e re fin ed  an d  th e v u lg a r h ad n o w o rd s o f sy m p ath y fo r H im , o n ly b itte r 

sa rcasm . E v en  th e h eath en s to o k  p art in  th is c ru el sp o rt. T h e so ld iers h ad  a lread y rid icu led  H is k in g ly  

d ig n ity  b y  c ro w n in g  H im  w ith  th o rn s, g iv in g  H im  a  reed  scep te r, g en u flec tin g  b efo re  H im , an d  sp ittin g  in  

H is  face . N o w  th ey  m o ck ed  H im , o ffe red  H im  v in eg ar  to  d rin k  an d  sa id : “ If  T h o u  a rt th e  k in g  o f  th e  Jew s, 

sav e T h y se lf ’ (L k . 2 3 :3 6 , 3 7 ). N o t sa tis fied w ith h av in g co n d em n ed Jesu s u n ju s tly , P ila te h ad an  

in sc rip tion  fa sten ed  to  th e  c ro ss , w h ich  w as in tend ed  as a  b itte r  tau n t: “Jesu s o f  N azareth , th e  K in g  o f  th e  

Jew s” (Jn . 1 9 :1 9 ). H e  rid icu led  th e  K in g  o f  th e  Jew s  in  o rd e r  th ro u g h  H im  to  rid icu le  th e  Jew s. E v en  o n e  o f  

th e  ro b b ers  w h o  w as  c ru c ified  w ith  H im  b lasp h em ed  H im  (c f. L k . 2 3 :3 9 , 4 0 ).

F o r th ree h o u rs o u r S av io r h ad  to en d u re th is c ru el o rd ea l o f ab u se . W h at th o u g h ts w ere th en  

u p p erm o st in  H is m in d ?  A  s ick  p erso n  o n  h is  b ed  o f  p a in  ex p ects  co n sid e ra tio n  an d  sy m p ath y  a t th e  h an d s  



o f  th o se  w h o  co m e  n ear h im : each  in co n sid e ra te ac t. each  c ru e l w o rd , w h ich  w o u ld  b e  p assed  b y  u n n o ticed  

in  h ea lth , n o w  w o u n d s  h im  to  th e  d ep th  o f  Iris so u l an d  m ak es h is su ffe rin g s  m o re  u n en d u rab le . H en ce , w e  

b ran d  h arsh  co n du c t to w ard  th e se rio u sly  s ick  as h eartle ss c ru e lty . O u r S av io r o n  th e c ro ss su ffe red th e  

b itte re st  o f  p a in s. T h in k  o f  th e  w o u n ds  in  H is  h an d s  an d  fee t w h ich  su p p o rted  H is  w eig h t; o f  H is  b o d y  to m  

b y  th e sco u rg e , o f  H is h ead  b ru ised b y  b lo w s fro m  c len ch ed  fists an d  p ie rced  b y sh a rp th o rn s, o f  th e  

ex cess iv e th irst cau sed  b y  th e  lo ss o f  b lo o d , o f  th e  fev er  w h ich  co n su m ed  H is  w h o le  b o d y  —  tru ly  h o rrib le  

su fferin g s. N o w  ad d  to  th is u n im ag in ab le  p h y sica l su ffe rin g  th e cease le ss  jee rs, th e ca lum n ies ab o u t H is  

m issio n  as k in g , p ro p h e t, an d  w o rk er o f m irac les —  a re su ch  tilin g s n o t d read fu lly  p a in fu l fo r a  sen sitiv e  

h eart? B u t th e h eart o f  o u r S av io r w as m o re sen sitiv e th an  a ll o th e rs , b ecau se it w as th e n o b lest o f a ll 

h u m an  h earts. H e  w as p erfec tly  co n sc io u s  o f  H is  co m p le te  in n o cen ce . H e  k n ew  th a t H e  w as  rea lly  sen t o f  

G o d as M essias . as K in g , as R ed eem er. H e h ad  g o n e u p  an d  d o w n  th e lan d d o in g g o o d , teach in g th e  

ig n o ran t, co n so lin g  th e  sad . h ea lin g  th e  s ick , so  th a t p eo p le  sa id  o f  H im : “H e  h as  d o n e  a ll tilin g s  w ell" (M k . 

7 :3 7 ). A n d  th is w as th e g ratitu d e w h ich  H e reap ed  fo r H is g o o d  w o rk s —  co n tem p t, m o ck ery , d eris io n  

fro m  H is ch o sen  p eo p le w h o m  H e lo v ed so a rd en tly . T h a t th e G en tile s trea ted  H im  so c ru e lly d id  n o t 

w o u n d  H im  h a lf as m u ch ; to  th em  H e w as  ju s t a  c rim in a l co n d em n ed  to  d ea th . B u t th a t H is o w n  p eo p le  

th u s rew ard ed  H is lo v e , th a t  w as  b itte r  b ey o n d  a ll co m p ariso n . “F o r if  M y  en em y h ad  rev iled  M e  I w o u ld  

v erily  h av e  b o rn e  w ith  it . . . b u t  th o u , a  m an  o f  o n e  m in d , M y  g u id e , an d  M y  fam ilia r, w h o  d id s t  tak e  sw ee t 

m eats  to g e th e r  w ith  M e; in  th e  h o u se  o f  G o d  w e  w alked  w ith  co n sen t . . . th ey  h av e  d efiled  H is co v en an t”  

(P s . 5 4 :1 3 , 1 4 , 1 5 ,2 1 ).

T o h av e ac ts o f k in d n ess rew ard ed  w ith in g ra titud e , lo v e re jec ted an d rid icu led a re th e m o st 

p a in fu l ex p erien ces  w h ich  m an  can  u n d erg o . T h ese ex p erien ces w ere th e p o rtio n  o f  o u r  L o rd  to su ch  an  

ex ten t  th a t  w e  a re  in cap ab le  o f  co m preh en d in g  th e  g rea tn ess o f  th e  p a in  th ey  cau sed  H im . O n  G o o d  F rid ay  

th e  C h u rch  p u ts  th e  w o rd s  w h ich  G o d  ad d ressed  to  th e  Is rae lites  b y  th e  m o u th  o f  th e  p ro p h et M ich eas . o n  

th e  lip s  o f  o u r  R ed eem er: “O  M y  p eo p le , w h at h av e  I d o n e  to  th ee , o r  in  w h at h av e  I m o les ted  th ee?  an sw er  

th o u  M e” (M ich . 6 :3 ). T h en  th e in d iv id u al b en efits a re en u m era ted  an d  co n tras ted  w ith  th e in g ra titu d e o f  

th e  Jew s: “ I h av e  b ro u g h t th ee  o u t o f  th e  lan d  o f  E g y p t  in to  a  g o o d  lan d , an d  th o u  h ast p rep a red  a  c ro ss  fo r  

th y  R ed eem er; I h av e  p lan ted  th ee  a  ch o sen  v in eyard , an d  th o u  h ast g iv en  th y R ed eem er  v in eg ar  to  d rin k  

an d  h ast p ie rced  H is  s id e  w ith  a  lan ce , e tc .”  T h ese  lam en ta tio n s  o f  G o o d  F rid ay  a re  w ell ca lcu la ted  to  m ak e  

u s  realize  v iv id ly  th e  su fferin g s  o f  o u r  c ru c ified  R ed eem er an d  to  m o v e  u s  to  co m p ass ion .

2 . T h e  h e a r t  o f  J e s u s  is  w o u n d e d  b y  th e  in g r a t i tu d e  o f  m e n  o f  a ll  c e n tu r ie s . D id  th e  p ro cessio n  o f  

th o se  w h o  p assed  b y  th e  c ro ss an d  jee red , en d  w ith  th e  d ea th  o f  o u r S av io r? A las, it d id  n o t. T h is en d less  

su ccess io n  o f sco ffe rs ex ten d s th ro u g h  a ll ag es an d  w ill cease o n ly w h en  th e c ro ss o f C h rist w ill h av e  

ap p ea red  in  th e  h eav en s an d  tire  co m ing  o f  th e  S o n  o f  M an  w ill h av e  an n o u n ced  th e  fin al  ju d g m en t.

A s o u r S av io r h u n g  o n  th e  c ro ss , H e saw  n o t o n ly  th o se w h o  th en  ac tu ally  s too d  o n  C alv a ry  an d  

m o ck ed ; H is  g aze  p en e tra ted  th e  fu tu re  —  an d  w h at d id  H e  see?  N in e teen  h u n d red  y ears  h av e  p assed  s in ce  

th e  d eath  o f  C h ris t. If  w e co u n t as C h ris tian s a ll m en  w h o  can  b e ca lled  su ch  b y  an y  title , th e ir n u m b er  

reach es s ix  h u n d red  an d  seven ty ' m illio n s . In  co n tra s t w ith  th ese  th e re  a re o n e th o u san d  m illio n s w h o  a re  

n o t C h ris tian s . S o  b y  fa r  th e  g rea te r n u m b er  o f  m en  s till d o  n o t  b e liev e in  th e  S av io r, d o  n o t lo v e  H im . an d  

if  th ey  h av e  h eard  o f  H im , a re  e ith e r  in d iffe ren t  o r  fu ll o f  en m ity  to w ard  H im .

N o w  co n sid er  th a t  th e  S o n  o f  G o d  assu m ed  o u r  n a tu re  fo r  lo v e  o f  a ll  m en  an d  d ied  o n  th e  c ro ss  fo r  

a ll (c f. T im . 2 :3 ff; 1 Jn . 2 :2 ). H o w  p a in fu l it m u st th en  b e fo r H is h eart th a t so m an y m illio n s in  a ll 

cen tu rie s h av e  n o t fo u n d  th e  w ay  to  H im . b u t rem ain  in  d ark n ess  an d  in  th e sh ad o w  o f  d eath  an d  a re k ep t 

b y  th e  d ev il in  th e h ard  s lav e ry  o f  id o la tiy  an d  o f  s in . H o w  d read fu l is th e co n d itio n  o f  th e p ag an s as S t.



P au l d esc rib es  it fo r  u s  in  th e  firs t ch ap te r  o f  h is  ep istle  to  th e  R o m an s! W as  it n o t  p a in fu l to  th e  so u l o f  o u r 

S av io r  th a t so  m an y  m en  in  each  cen tu ry ’ , fo r  lo v e  o f  w h o m  H e  su ffe red  an d  d ied , liv e  in  p ag an ism ?

B u t fa r  m o re  cu lp ab le is  an o th er  fo rm  o f  p ag an ism , w h ich  is  fo u n d  n o t in  d is tan t lan d s  b u t in  o u r 

v ery  m id st. D o  w e  n o t h ear in  o u r o w n  co un tiy  th e  fa tu o u s c ry : “W e  cu t o u rse lv es o ff  fro m  C h ris t, aw ay  

w ith  H im , aw ay  w ith  H is d o c trin e , aw ay  w ith  H is law !” T h is is th e  c ry  o f  th e  n eo p ag an s —  fo r th e  m o st  

p art fa ith le ss ren eg ad es w h o a t o n e tim e v o w ed  fid e lity to C h ris t an d  w h o h av e d ese rted  n o w  to H is  

en em ies . B o o k s  a re  p u b lish ed  in  w h ich  th e  g o sp e l s to rie s  o f  C h ris t a re  b rand ed  as  fab les o r C h ris t H im se lf  

is s tig m atized  as a  p erv e rse  d ream er. A n d  th ese  b o o k s  a re eag erly read  b y  h u n d red s o f  th o u san d s . E v ery ' 

asp e rs io n  is cast a t C h ris t. T h ey  h av e n o t ev en  h esita ted  to  ca ll H im  a  m o n o m an iac , [fo o tn o te: C f. C h r is t 

a n d  th e  C r itic s , H . F e ld er. B en zig e r, 1 9 2 4 . V o l. 2 .]

O  e tern al W isd o m , h o w  tr iflin g  w ere  th e  in su lts u tte red  ag a in s t T h ee  b y  T h y  en em ies o n  C alv aiy  

w h en  co m p ared  w ith  th e u tte ran ces w h ich  T h y  en em ies  d o  n o t h esita te  to  b rin g  fo rw ard  to d ay . B u t T h y  

h eart ta sted  th e ir  b itte rn ess in  th e  h o u r o f  T h y  ag o n y ; each  in su lt, each  b lasp h em y  w as a  d art in  T h y  h eart 

g lo w in g  w ith lo v e ev en  fo r th ese m en . A s a p artia l ex cu se fo r T h y en em ies T h o u co u ld st s till say o n  

C alv a ry : “T h ey  k n o w  n o t w h at th ey  d o ” (L k . 2 3 :3 4 ). B u t to d ay  th ey  k n o w  v e iy  w ell w h at th ey  a re  d o in g . 

T h ey  w an t to  h a te  T h ee  an d  T h y  d o c trin e ; th ey  w an t to  d estro y  T h y  k in g d o m ; th ey  w an t to  o v erth ro w  T h y  

th ro n e ; th ey w an t to m ak e a th e ism  th e g ro u n d an d  fo u n d a tio n o f a s ta te en tire ly en g ro ssed in  earth ly  

p o ssess ion s  an d  ea rth ly  p leasu res.

A n  in c red ib ly  n au sea tin g  an d  co rru p tin g  lite ra tu re  is sp read in g  th ro u g h  o u r  co u n tiy , an d  fro m  th is  

m o rass o f  co rru p tio n  a  th o u san d -v o iced  ch o ir  d a ily  ra ises  its  b lasp h em o u s ch an t h eav en w ard . T h e  w o rd s  o f  

th e  A p o ca ly p se  a re  v erified : “A n d  th e re  w as  g iv en  to  it a  m o u th  sp eak in g  g rea t th in g s , an d  b lasp h em ies . . . 

A n d  it o p en ed  its m o u th  fo r b lasp h em ies ag a in s t G o d , to  b lasp h em e  H is n am e , an d  H is tab e rn ac le , and  

th o se  w h o  d w ell in  h eav en ” (A p o c . 1 3 :5 , 6 ). D eris io n  o f  G o d , d eris io n  o f  o u r S av io r, d eris io n  o f  H is  w o rk s  

an d  sa in ts , d erisio n  o f  a ll th o se  w h o  h o p e  fo r  a  h eav en ly , e te rn a l life  n ev er ceases in  o u r  lan d .

S ee ing  h o w  b ad ly  th e  h eart o f  o u r  R ed eem er  is  trea ted  b y  o u r  fe llo w  co u n try m en , w e  m ay  w ell ask  

o u rselv es: “M ay  o u r S av io r n o t ex p ec t o f  u s , H is frien d s , th a t w e sh a ll d o  a ll in  o u r  p o w er to  ex p ia te to  

so m e  ex ten t  th e  sh am eless  trea tm en t H e  rece ives? ”  B u t  u n h ap p ily , it is  p rec ise ly  a t  th e  h an d s  o f  H is  frien d s  

th a t o u r S av io r  m eets  w ith  o n e  o f  H is  g rea tes t so rro w s, fo r  ev en  am o n g  C ath o lic s  th e re  a re  m an y  w h o  v iew  

th is  h o rrify in g  sp ec tac le  w ith  in d iffe ren ce . A n d  th e re  a re  th o se  w h o  ev en  seem  to  fin d  p leasu re  in  sa tis fy in g  

th e ir  m o rb id  cu rio sity  an d  s tim u la tin g  th e ir  jad ed  n erv es b y  read in g  su ch  v ile lite ra tu re . D o  th ey  read  it, 

p erh ap s , b ecau se  th e ir  s tatio n  o r  p o sitio n  d em an d s  it?  T h ey  d o  n o t! T h ey  read  b ecau se  th e  co n scio u sn ess  o f  

w h at th ey  o w e  C h ris t h as  b een  d u lled .

3 . A n d  w e , w h a t  s h a ll w e  d o ?  W e a lso ack n o w led g e w ith  th e A p o stle : “ 1 liv e in  th e fa ith  o f  th e  

S o n  o f  G o d . W h o  lo v ed  m e, an d  g av e  H im self u p  fo r m e ” (G a l. 2 :2 0 ). L et u s a lso  d raw  th e co n c lu s io n s  

w h ich  h e  d raw s: “ 1 b e liev ed , an d  so  1 sp o k e” (2  C o r. 4 :1 3 ). O u r S av io r is  b e in g  rev iled . T h ere fo re , le t u s  

sp eak  to  H im , le t u s cast o u rse lv es o n  o u r  k n ees  b efo re H im , te ll H im  h o w  m u ch  it g riev es u s th a t m en  

in su lt H im  so , ask  H im  fo r  p ard on  an d  g race  fo r  th o se  u n fo rtu n a tes  w h o  cast as id e  th e  tru e  life  an d  ch o o se  

in s tead  e tern a l d ea th . L et u s  u n ite  o u rse lv es to  th e  h eav en ly  ch o ir  w h o  cease less ly  ch an t in  C h ris t’s h o n o r: 

“T h e L am b  is w o rth y  to receiv e . . . h o n o r, an d  g lo ry , an d  b en ed ic tio n” (A p o c . 5 :1 2 ). E v en  th o u g h  th e  

n u m b er o f  th o se w h o  b lasp h em e o u r S av io r is v ery  g rea t, th e n u m b er o f  th o se w h o d a ily  b less H im  in  

h eav en  is  g rea te r. W e  can  say  w ith  th e  p ro p h e t E liseu s: “T h ere  a re  m o re  w ith  u s  th an  w ith  th em ” (4  K in g s  

6 :1 6 ). W e  p re fe r to  jo in  in  th e  an g e lic  h y m n  o f  p ra ise  ra th e r th an  b lasp h em e  w ith  th e  ev il sp irits an d  th e ir 

s lav es.



B ecau se  w e  b e lieve , w e  w ill sp eak  a lso  b efo re  m en . W e  d o  n o t w ish  to  g iv e  o u r  S av io r  cau se  to  b e  

ash am ed  o f  u s; th e re fo re , w e  m u st n o t b e  ash am ed  to  co n fess  H im  b efo re m en , b u t m u st  o p en ly  an d  b o ld ly  

p ro fess o u r fa ith  in  H im  w h en ev er d u ty o r reaso n  d em an d s it. T h e m o re fiercely  p ersecu tio n  rag es , th e  

m o re fe rv en tly o u g h t w e to ren ew  o u r v o w  o f fid e lity  to w ard  o u r S av io r. E v en  sh o u ld  fid e lity  b eco m e 

d ifficu lt b ecau se  o f  th e  th rea ts o f  th e en em y , w e  k n o w  th a t w e  a re  fig h tin g  u n d er  th e  b an n er o f  th e c ro ss  

an d  th a t w e sh a ll co n q u er in  th is s ig n . A s lo n g  as o u r w ill to  b e fa ith fu l to  C h ris t rem ain s firm , ex tern a l 

rev e rses  a re  v ic to rie s , ev en  as  C h rist c ru cified , th o u g h  ap p aren tly  co n q u ered , in  reality  w as  tr iu m p h an t.

U n d er  th e  c ro ss o n  C alv ary  H is en em ies w ere  m an y , H is  frien d s  b u t v ery ' few  —  H is m o th er, tw o  

p io u s  w o m en , an d  th e  d isc ip le  w h o m  H e  lo v ed  (c f. Jn . 1 9 :2 5 . 2 6 ). W h o  s to o d  o n  th e  s id e  o f  th e  v ic to r, th e  

g rea t m asses  o r  th e  little  g a tire rin g?  O n  th a t first G o o d  F rid ay , th e  Jew s  w ere  co n fid en t  o f  th e ir  v ic to ry  an d  

sa id  to  P ila te : “T h a t sed u ce r  sa id , w h ile H e  w as  y e t a liv e : A fte r th ree  d ay s I w  ill rise ag ain ” (M t. 2 7 :6 3 ). 

T w o  d ay s la ter  th ey  w ere  co m pe lled  to  lie  an d  b rib e in  o rd e r to  p rev en t th e so ld ie rs fro m  p u b lish in g  th e ir 

d efea t to a ll th e w o rld (c f. M t. 2 8 :1 1 ff); fo rty  y ears la te r, th e tem p le , th e c ity o f Je ru sa lem , an d  th e  

k in g d om  o f  th e  Jew s  w ere  d estro y ed , an d  th e  k in g d om  o f  C h rist  es tab lish ed .

M ary  s to o d  u n d er  th e c ro ss, h er h eart p ie rced  b y  th e sw o rd  o f  g rie f; th e re sh e  b ecam e q u een  o f  

m arty rs , q u een  o f  sa in ts , q u een  o f  h eav en . O  d iv in e  R ed eem er, w e  o ffe r T h ee  th e  lo v e  o f  T h y  m o ther, h er  

sy m p a th y , h er fid elity , h er h ero ism  in  a to n em en t fo r o u r co ld n ess , in d iffe ren ce , in fid e lity , an d  co w ard ice . 

O  M ary , in terced e  fo r  u s w ith  th y  d iv in e S o n  an d  o b ta in  fo r  u s an  in c rease  o f  lo v e , tru e , ten d er sy m p a th y  

th e  su ffe rin g s  o f  H is  d iv ine  h eart, an d  g rea te r  an d  m o re  m an ly  fid e lity .

“O  T h o u  M o th er! fo u n t  o f  lo v e !

T o uch  m y  sp irit fro m  ab o v e ,

M ak e  m y  h eart w ith  th in e  acco rd :

M ak e  m e  fee l as  th o u  h ast  fe lt;

M ak e  m y  so u l to  g lo w  an d  m elt

W ith  th e  lo v e  o f  C h ris t m y  L o rd .”

C H A P T E R  X IX

G rie f  o f  th e  H eart o f  Jesu s  a t th e  B lin d n ess o f  M en

“I f  th o u  a ls o  h a d s t  k n o w n  . . . th e  th in g s  

th a t  a r e  fo r  th y  p e a c e ”  (L k . 1 9 :4 2 ) .

1 . J e s u s is th e  L ig h t o f  th e  w o r ld . W h en  w e w ish  to ex p ress th e id ea th a t so m e th in g  is v ery  

d isag reeab le  to  u s , w e say  th a t it is ag a in s t o u r  n a tu re , th a t it is a t v ariance w ith  o u r  in m o st b e in g T h is is  

th e  re la tio n  th a t th e  w illfu l  b lin d ness  o f  m en  b ears  to  th e  in m o st n a tu re  o f  o u r S av io r.



S t. Jo h n  su m s  u p  fo r  u s  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  S o n  o f  G o d  in  th ese  w o rd s: “ In  H im  w as life , an d  th e  life  

w as th e  lig h t o f  m en . . . It w as th e  tru e  L ig h t  th a t en lig h ten s ev ery  m an  w h o  co m es  in to  th e  w o rld . H e  w as  

in  th e  w o rld , an d  th e  w o rld  w as m ad e  th ro u g h  H im , an d  th e  w o rld  k n ew  H im  n o t” (Jn . 1 :4 , 9 , 1 0 ). T h e  life  

o f  th e  sp irit is  k n o w led g e  an d  th e  lo v e  w h ich  sp rin g s  fro m  k n o w led g e. W h atev e r is a  so u rce  o f  k n o w led g e  

is ca lled  th e lig h t o f  th e sp irit, ju s t as  th e  su n  is th e  lig h t o f  th e  v is ib le  w o rld , b ecau se  it m ak es  a ll th in g s  

v is ib le . T h e S o n  o f  G o d  is th e  sp iritu a l an d  e tern al W o rd  b y  w h ich  G o d  th e  F a th er  en u n c ia te s  H is  p erfect 

co m p reh en sio n  o f  H im se lf. G o d  is T ru th . T h e F a th er is th e k n o w in g  an d  sp eak in g  T m th ; th e S o n  is th e  

co n su b stan tia l  T ru th  sp o k en  b y  th e  F a th er. B ecau se  H e  is  th e  T ru th , H e  is  th e  L ig h t, p u re , u n d im m ed  L ig h t 

w ith o u t b lem ish  o r  ad m ix tu re  o f  d ark n ess .

T h is  L ig h t, s in ce  tim e firs t w as, h as sh o n e  u p o n  ev ery  m an  w h o  w as o f  g o o d  w ill,  ju s t as  th e  su n  

sh in es fo r a ll w h o  d o  n o t h id e  th em se lv es  fro m  its ray s. T h e su n  sh in es o n ly  b y  reaso n  o f  its n a tu re ; th e  

d iv in e  L ig h t sh in es n o t o n ly  b ecau se  o f  Its n a tu re , b u t a lso  b ecau se  o f  Its w ill; fo r It is n o t o n ly  T ru th  b u t  

L o v e. It w as lo v e  w h ich  p ro m p ted  th is  d iv in e  L ig h t  to  ap p ear  in  o u r  m id st c lo th ed  w ith  o u r  n a tu re , th en  to  

b eco m e  in  an  en tire ly  n ew  sen se  th e  L igh t o f  th e  w o rld .

T h e  w o rld  is illu m in ed  b y  th e  e te rn a l L ig h t  w h en  it is  tu rn ed  to w ard  It; it is  in  d ark n ess  w h en  it is  

tu rn ed  aw ay  fro m  th is e te rn a l L ig h t. T h e p ara lle l h ere w ith  o u r ea rth  is p erfec t; th e h em isph ere tu rn ed  

to w ard  th e su n  is illu m in ed , th a t tu rn ed  aw ay fro m  it is in  d ark n ess . W h en  th e su n  h as se t, w e lig h t a ll 

m aim er  o f  lam p s; b u t th ese  a re  b u t p o o r  su b stitu te s  w h ich  illu m in e  o n ly  a  few  p o in ts  o f  th e  d ark en ed  ea rth  

an d  w o u ld  n o t b e  ab le  to  p rev en t th e  u n iv e rsa l ex tin c tio n  o f  m en , an im a ls, an d  p lan ts if  th e  su n  d id  n o t rise  

ag a in  w ith  its life -g iv in g ray s . W h en  m en  h im  aw ay  fro m  th e e tern al L ig h t, th ey  d ie  a sp iritu a l d ea th , an  

e tern al d ea th , n o  m atte r h o w  m an y  o th e r lam p s th ey  m ay  lig h t; th ese a rtif ic ia l lig h ts m ay  in d eed  se rve  as  

su b stitu te s fo r a  sh o rt tim e an d  w ith in  n arro w  lim its ; b u t a ll o f  th em  to g e th e r can n o t b eco m e  a  life -g iv in g  

su n . H e  w h o  tm sts  to  th em  a lo n e  rem ain s  in  th e  n ig h t o f  d ea th .

W h at is th e so u rce  o f  th e lig h t w h ich  w e  u se a t n ig h t? Its so u rce is . a fter a ll. u ltim a te ly  th e su n , 

w h ich  h as s to red  fo r u s in  w o o d , co a l, ra in fa ll, an im al an d  p lan t su b stan ces , p o ten tia l lig h t w h ich  w e  u se  

w h en  th e su n  d o es n o t d irectly d isp e l th e  d ark n ess . In  lik e m an n er a ll sp iritu a l lig h t h as its o rig in  in  th e  

e tern al L igh t o f  G o d . E v en  th e  c lea res t h u m an  in s ig h t an d  th e  k een est in te llig en ce  d o  n o t o w e  th e ir ex ist­

en ce an d  ex ce llen ce to th em se lv es . A ll o f th em  w ere m ad e , m ad e b y  th e e te rn a l W o rd , w ith o u t w h o m  

n o th in g  w as m ad e . T h e so u rce  o f  a ll h u m an  k n o w led g e  is  u n created  T ru th . It h as  c reated  each  h u m an  so u l 

acco rd in g  to Its o w n  im ag e an d  en d o w ed  it w ith  th e facu lty  to  k n o w  tru th . It h as g iv en  m an  th e  v isib le  

c reatio n  as an  o b jec t o n  w h ich  to ex erc ise b is in te llec t an d  th u s to  en rich  it w ith  tru th . H o w ev er m u ch  

in fid e ls m ay  p rid e th em se lv es o n  th e ir sc ien tific a tta in m en ts , a ll th e ir k n o w led g e an d  a ll th e ir ab ility  is a  

g ift w h ich  th ey  o w e  to  th e  e tern al W isd o m , an d  to  th e  o n ly -b eg o tten  S o n  o f  G o d . C h ris t in  H is  d iv in ity  is  

th e  so u rce  o f  th e ir  lig h t; H e  lia s g iv en  th em  th is  lig h t th ro u g h  lo v e  ev en  th o u g h  H e  fo resaw  th a t  th ey  w o u ld  

u se  it  ag ain s t H im .

W h en  th e  w o rld  w ith  its  p artic ip a ted  w isd o m  d id  n o t reco g n ize in  c reatio n  th e  w isd o m  o f  G o d  (c f. 

1 C o r. 1 :2 1 ). b u t ra th e r d e tain ed  th e  tru th  o f  G o d  in  in ju s tice  (c f. R o m . 1 :1 8 ), th e  e tern a l  W isd o m  ag a in  h ad  

co m p assio n  o n  m en  an d  p erso n a lly  ap p ea red  in  th e ir  m id st to  lead  th em  b ack  to  th e  lig h t  b y  teach in g  th em  

th e  tru th .

Jesu s cam e as th e  O rien t fro m  o n  h ig h  to  en lig h ten  a  w o rld  s ittin g  in  d ark n ess an d  in  th e  sh ad o w  

o f  d ea th  (c f. L k . 1 :7 8 . 7 9 ). H e  sa id : “ I am  th e  L ig h t o f  th e  w o rld . H e  w h o  fo llo w s  M e, d o es  n o t w alk  in  th e  

d ark n ess, b u t w ill h av e  th e  ligh t o f  life” (Jn . 8 :1 2 ). T h e  L ig h t o f  L ife  is G o d  H im se lf. C h ris t h as sh o w n  u s  

b y  H is p reach in g  th e  w ay  th a t lead s  to  th is  L ig h t. A fte r H e  h ad  re sto red  v is io n  to  th e  m an  b o m  b lin d , H e  



sa id : “A s lo n g  as I am  in  th e w o rld , I am  th e  L ig h t o f  th e  w o rld : h en ce, I re s to red  s ig h t to  th is m an  b o m  

b lin d  th a t a ll m ay  co n c lu d e  th a t I am  rea lly  th e  sp iritu a l L ig h t o f  th e  w o rld  fo r a ll th o se  w h o  w ish  to  h av e  

th e ir sp iritu a l b lin d n ess cu red .” T h e m an  b o m  b lin d  w as o n e  o f  th o se  w h o  so u g h t th is sp iritu a l L ig h t; fo r  

w h en  C h ris t ask ed  h im  a fte r th e cu re o f  h is p h y sica l b lin d n ess : "D o  y o u  b e liev e  in  th e S o n  o f G o d ?” h e  

an sw ered : ‘W h o  is  H e. L o rd , th a t I m ay  b e liev e in  H im ?” Jesu s an sw ered : “ It is  H e  th a t ta lk s  w ith  y o u .” A t 

o n ce h e fe ll o n  h is k n ees b efo re H im  an d ad o red an d sa id : “ I b e liev e, L o rd .” T h en  Jesu s sa id  to th e  

m u ltitu d es : “F o r  ju d g m en t I am  co m e  in to  th e  w o rld . A ll w h o  a re sp iritu a lly  b lin d , b u t, lik e  th is m an  b o m  

b lin d , d esire  th e  lig h t w ill see . A n d  th ey  w h o  see , w h o  p rid e th em se lv es o n  th e ir w isd o m , an d  w o u ld  fa in  

b e liev e  th a t  th ey  n o  lo n g er  s tan d  in  n eed  o f  en lig h ten m en t, w ill b eco m e  b lin d ”  (c f. Jn . 9 :5 , 3 5  ff .) .

2 . J e su s  la m e n ts  th e  d e lib e r a te  b lin d n e s s  o f  m e n  w h ich  is  in im ica lly  o p p o sed  to  H is  n a tu re  as ligh t  

an d  to  H is lo v e  as  th e  d ispen se r  o f  lig h t. W h en  Jesu s h ad  ex p la in ed  th a t  H is rev e la tio n  w as a  ju d g m en t fo r  

th o se  w h o  p resum ed  th a t  th ey  saw , so m e  P h arisees  ask ed  H im : “A re  w e  a lso  b lin d ?” O u r  S av io r an sw ered : 

“ If  y o u  w ere  b lin d  th ro u g h  n o  fau lt o f  y o u r  o w n . y o u  sh o u ld  n o t h av e  s in . B u t n o w  y o u  say : ‘W e  see , ’ an d  

se lf-su ffic ien tiy re jec t th e  lig h t w h ich  I o ffe r. T h erefo re , y o u  rem ain  h ard en ed  in  y o u r  u n b e lie f; y o u  a re  o f  

th e  n u m b er  o f  th o se  w h o  see  an d  b eco m e  b lin d ” (c f. Jn . 9 :4 0 , 4 1 ).

A t th e  v ery  b eg in n in g  o f  H is p u b lic life Jesu s sa id  to  N ico dem u s: “ I co m e fro m  h eav en  w h ence  

m an  h as  n ev er  y e t  ascen d ed  an d  am  a  m essen g er  o f  G o d . H e  w h o  b e liev es in  M e, w ill n o t b e  ju d g ed ; fo r  b y  

fa ith  h e is u n ited to th e e te rn a l L ig h t, w h ence m an  d eriv es a ll su p ern a tu ra l v ita lity . B u t w h o d o es n ot 

b e liev e  is  a lread y  ju d g ed , b ecau se h e  cu ts h im se lf  o ff  fro m  th e  L ig h t an d  ch o oses  as Iris p o rtio n  d ark n ess."  

T h e L ig h t cam e in to th e w o rld , b u t m en  p re ferred th e d ark n ess to th e L ig h t. T h u s th ey h av e ju d g ed  

th em se lv es  an d  p ro v ed  th a t th ey  a re  d ev o ted  to  th e  w o rk s  o f  s in . O n e  w h o  d o es  ev il an d  p ersev e res  in  d o in g  

ev il is k ep t fro m  th e L ig h t b y h is ev il co n sc ience ; b ecau se in  th e L ig h t th e ev il o f Iris ac ts w o u ld  b e  

rep ro v ed . B u t h e  d o es  g o o d  w o rk s, is  a  ch ild  o f  th e  L ig h t; Iris d eed s  a re  rad ia tio n s o f  th e  d iv in e  L ig h t. T h ey  

a re sp iritu a lly  re la ted  to  th e  e te rn a l L ig h t, th ey  co m e  fro m  th e  L ig h t an d  lead  to  th e  L ig h t (c f. Jn . 3 :1 3 . 1 8  

ff .) .

W ith  th e  p ro sp ec t, sad  in d eed  fo r  H is  lo v in g  h eart, th a t so  few  w ere  p rep ared  to  rece iv e  th e  L ig h t, 

o u r S av io r ap p ea red  in  th e  m id st  o f  H is  p eo p le . H e  k n ew  th a t m o st  o f  H is  co u n try  m en  w ere  fa r  to o  d eep ly  

en m esh ed  in  p rid e an d  w o rld lin ess to  b reak th e ir b o n d s an d  p rep a re  th em selv es to rece iv e th e lig h t. H e  

rem in d ed  th em  th a t ev en  Jo h n  th e  B ap tist h ad  g iv en  te stim on y  o f  H im . “B u t” , H e  ad d ed , “a lth o u g h  Jo h n  

w as a  b u rn in g  an d  sh in in g  lig h t, y o u  d id  n o t p en n it th a t h e sh o w  y o u  th e  rig h t w ay , an d  in s tead  am u sed  

y o u rse lv es  fo r  a  tim e  w ith  th e  n o v e lty  o f  h is  d o c trin e  (c f. Jn . 5 :3 3  ff .) . M an y , w h o m  y o u  d esp ise  as  s in ne rs , 

h av e  lis ten ed  to  h is  w o rd s, d o n e  p en an ce  fo r  th e ir  s in s , an d  fo u n d  th e  p a th  o f  sa lva tion ; b u t y o u , b ecau se  o f  

y o u r  se lf  rig h teo u s  ju s tice , h av e  rem ain ed  in  d ark n ess” (c f. M t. 2 1 :3 1 , 3 2 ).

A ll th e ad m o n itio n s o f o u r S av io r w ere in  v a in . In  a  fin a l a ttem p t H e w arn s th em  o n ce m o re  

to w ard  th e  en d  o f  H is life : “O n ly  a  little w h ile sh a ll I rem ain  w ith  y o u  as th e  L ig h t. U se th is o p p ortu n ity  

an d  b e  en lig h ten ed  b y  th e  L ig h t th a t  y o u  m ay  n o t fa ll a  p rey  to  d ark n ess . W h ile  y o u  h av e  th e  L ig h t, b e liev e  

in  th e  L ig h t, th a t y o u  m ay  b e  th e ch ild ren  o f  L ig h t” (c f. Jn . 1 2 :3 5 . 3 6 ). T h e  E v an g e list ad d s sad ly : “A n d  

w h ereas H e h ad  d o n e  so  m an y  m iracles b efo re  th em , th ey  d id  n o t b e liev e in  H im  th a t th e  say in g  o f  Isa ia s  

th e  p ro p h e t  m ig h t b e  fu lfilled : H e  h as  b lin d ed  th e ir  ey es  an d  h ard en ed  th e ir  h eart th a t th ey  b e  n o t co n v erted  

an d  sav ed ” (c f. Jn . 1 2 :3 7  ff .) . D eep en in g  d ark n ess  o f  so u l an d  in cap acity  to  rece iv e  g race  is  th e  p u n ish m en t  

m eted  o u t  to  th o se  w h o  re s is t th e  L ig h t.

W hen  Jesu s saw  th a t, d esp ite a ll H is e ffo rts fo r th e sa lv a tio n  o f  H is p eo p le , Je ru salem  an d  th e  

Jew s h ad  fa llen  u n d er  th e  cu rse o f  G o d , H is lo v in g  h eart w as  filled  w ith  su ch  g rief  th a t H e  w ep t an d  sa id : 



“ If  y o u  o n ly  h ad  k n o w n  th e  th in g s  th a t a re  to  th y  p eace . B u t n o w , th ro u g h  y o u r  o w n  fau lt, th ey  a re  h id d en  

fro m  y o u r  ey es . T h ere fo re , d ay s w ill co m e u p o n  th ee w h en  y o u r en em ies w ill b ea t y o u  an d  y o u r ch ild ren  

fla t to  th e  g ro u n d  an d  leav e n o  s to n e  u p o n  a  s to n e , b ecau se  y o u  h av e n o t k n o w n  th e  d ay  o f  y o u r  v is ita tio n  

(c f. L k . 1 9 :4 1 ff .) . Je ru sa lem , Je ru sa lem , h o w  o ften  w o u ld  I h av e  g a th ered  y o u r  ch ild ren  as a h en  g a th e rs  

h er ch ick s u n d er h er  w in g s, b u t y o u  w o u ld  n o t. B eh o ld  y o u r h o u se w ill b e m ad e  d eso late” (c f. M t. 2 3 :3 7 , 

3 8 ). If  ev en  th e  p ro p h e t in  th e L am en tatio n s (3 :4 8  ff .) is a t a lo ss fo r w o rd s to  ex p ress Iris so rro w  a t th e  

d estru c tio n  o f  Je ru sa lem , w h o  can  u n d erstan d  th e  g rief  o f  th e  h eart  o f  Jesu s a t th e  w illfu l  b lin d ness  o f  m en , 

s in ce  H is  lo v e  is  so  m u ch  g rea ter?

3 . W e  m u s t b e  c h ild r e n  o f  th e  L ig h t an d  so  a to n e  to  o u r  L o rd  fo r m en ’s cu lp ab le re jec tio n  o f  th e  

L ig h t. T h e s in  o f d e lib era te re jec tio n  o f  th e L ig h t w ill co n tin ue  to  th e en d  o f  th e w o rld  an d  co n tin u a lly  

cau se o u r S av io r n ew  g rief. T h e w o rd s o f th e E v an g e list rem ain  tru e w h en  h e say s th a t m an y m en  lo v e  

d a rk n ess ra th er th an  th e  L igh t (c f. Jn . 3 :1 9 ). T h e ir u n d ers tan d in g  is d arken ed , th ey  a re a lien ated  fro m  th e  

life  w h ich  co m es  fro m  G o d . h ed g ed  ab o u t  b y  ig n o ran ce  an d  h ard n ess  o f  h eart (c f. E p h . 4 :1 8 ).

Jesu s sa id  to  th e  u n b e liev in g  Jew s: "I h av e  co m e [a s M essias] in  th e  n am e  o f  M y  F a th er, an d  y o u  

d o  n o t receiv e  M e. If  an o th e r co m e  in  h is o w n  n am e , h im  y o u  w ill rece iv e” (Jn . 5 :4 3 ). T h is  p ro p h ecy  w as  

so o n  fu lfilled . T h e Jew s lo n g ed  p ass io n a te ly fo r a  m essias a fter th e ir o w n  h eart, o n e w h o  w o u ld  d e liv e r 

th em  b y th e sw o rd fro m  th e p o w er o f R o m e. H en ce th ey fe ll an  easy p rey to fo m en te rs o f sed itio n , 

revo lted , an d  p erish ed  m ise rab ly in  g rea t n u m b ers in  th e d estru ctio n  o f Jeru sa lem  in  th e y ear A .D . 7 0 . 

T h o se w h o su rv iv ed  d id n o t. h o w ev er, p u t as id e th e ir h a tred fo r C h ris t, b u t p ersecu ted  th e C h ris tian s  

w h en ever an d  w h erev er th ey  co u ld . T h is h a tred  flam ed  fo rth  a fresh  w h en  in  th e seco n d  cen tu ry  th e  fa lse  

m essias B ar C o ch b a  in c ited  th e rem ain in g  Jew s to  th e  seco n d  w ar  ag a in s t th e  R o m an s. T h is  u p ris in g  a lso  

w as q u e lled  in  a  b lo o dy  m aim er (A .D . 1 3 5 ); n ev erth e le ss , th e Jew s d id  n o t g iv e  u p  th e ir  v a in  h o p e  fo r a  

m essias. C h ris t h as  fo re to ld  th a t it w ill  b e  th u s  to  th e  en d  o f  tim e . N o t  o n ly  am o n g  th e  Jew s, b u t a lso  am o n g  

th e  C h ris tian s , teach ers  o f  h eresy  w ill ap p ea r an d  say : “ I am  th e  M essias” ; an d  th ey  lead  m an y  as tray .

A s a co n seq u en ce o f  th e R efo rm atio n  in  th e s ix teen th  cen tu ry n u m ero u s n ew  sects h av e a risen  

w ith  n ew  m essiases as th e ir lead e rs , b eg in n in g  w ith  th e  A n ab ap tis ts o f  M u n ster d o w n  to  th e  h u n d red s o f  

sec ts o f  o u r o w n  d ay . M an y  o f  th em  w ish  to rep lace C h ris t’s w o rk  w ith  so m eth in g  b e tte r; o th e rs a llo w  

C h ris t to  s tan d , b u t. as a  m atter o f  fact, sep ara te m en  fro m  H is  tru th  b y  d is to rtin g  H is d o c trin e . T h e  free ­

th in ke rs o f  o u r  d ay  lo o k  u p o n  ev ery  e lo qu en t b rag g art as a  lead e r in  w h o m  th ey  co n fid e  m o re  th an  in  th e  

In ca rn a te W isd o m  o f  G o d . It is rea lly  in c red ib le w h at m iserab le sp ir itu a l su sten ance is g o o d  en o u g h  fo r  

th em , p ro v id ed  o n ly  th a t  th ey  n eed  n o t fo llo w  th e  lig h t w h ich  C h ris t h as  b ro u g h t u s . T h ey  h ear  th e  p ra ises  

o f  B u d d h a , Z o ro aste r, an d  M o h am m ed  su n g , an d  lis ten  d ev o u tly ; o n ly , aw ay  w ith  C h ris t. P o o r m o rta ls!  

A th e ism  o f  a ll sh ad es in c lu d in g  R ed . h as ra ised  u p  th e  m ateria lis tic s ta te  as  th e  m essias ; it p ro m ises  in d eed  

a h eav en  —  rig h t h ere o n  ea rth ; an d  a fte r th a t n o th in g . M illio n s h av e em b raced  th is n ew  m essias —  

m illio n s m o re  m ay  y e t d o  so . T h e ir d o c trin e is s im p le en o u g h : “T h e  teach in g  o f  C h rist is u tte rly  fa lse ; it 

tak es  fro m  m an  th e  jo y s  o f  life  an d  co n so les h im  w ith  th e  h o p e  o f  a  life  to  co m e. F o llo w  u s . W e  sh a ll m ak e  

y o u  h ap p y  h ere  b e lo w  so  th a t  y o u  sh a ll w an t n o  o th e r  h ap p in ess .”

A n d w h at h ap p en s w h en  m illio n s a re d ece iv ed  b y  th is sp ec io u s reaso n in g ? T h ey a re p ro m ised  

w ealth , an d  rece iv e p o v erty ; th ey a re p ro m ised  an  ab u n d an ce o f  fo o d , an d  th ey su ffe r h u n g er an d  w an t; 

th ey  a re p ro m ised  a u n iv e rsa l b ro th erh o o d , an d  th ey  reap  h a tred ; th ey  a re  p ro m ised h eav en  o n  ea rth , an d  

th ey g e t a fo re tas te o f h e ll. M en can no t tu rn  fro m  tire lig h t w ith im p u n ity ; w h en  th ey d o , a ll h u m an  

h ap p in ess  lan g u ish es  an d  d ies .



L et u s  te ll o u r  L o rd  h o w  m u ch  it g riev es  u s  th a t so  m an y  tu rn  th e ir  b ack s  o n  H is  lig h t, w h ich  th ey  

d eem  o f  little im p o rtan ce , an d  p re fe r in s tead  m iserab le sed u ce rs. L et u s  b eg  H im  th ro u g h  th e lo v e  o f  H is  

d iv in e  h eart to  o p en  th e  ey es o f  th ese  u n fo rtu n a tes  th a t th ey  m ay  see  b efo re it is to o  la te  th e  ab y ss to w ard  

w h ich  th ey  a re  ru n n in g . L et u s  te ll H im  th a t w e, as ch ild ren  o f  th e  lig h t, sh a ll ev er  w alk  in  H is  lig h t; le t u s  

ask  H im  to  en lig h ten  th e  ey es o f  o u r  so u ls m o re  an d  m o re  in  o rd e r  th a t w e  m ay  see c learly  w h at a  treasu re  

w e  p o ssess  in  H im  h ere  b e lo w , an d  w h at im m easu rab le  h ap p in ess  H e  w ill  b e  to  u s  in  th e  life  to  co m e .

C H A P T E R  X X

G rie f  o f  th e  H eart  o f  Jesu s  a t th e  In d iffe ren ce  o f  M en  to  S a lv a tio n

“ T h e  w is d o m  o f  th e  f le sh  . . . is  n o t  s u b je c t  to  th e  la w  o f  G o d , n o r  c a n  i t  b e  "  (R o m . 8 :7 ) .

1 . T h e  c a u s e  o f  m e n 's  in d i f fe r e n c e  to  s a lv a t io n  is  w o r ld ly  s e l f - lo v e . In  h is  trea tise , T h e  C ity  o f  G o d , 

S t. A u g u stin e te lls u s th a t th e re a re tw o k in g do m s, a h eav en ly k in g d o m  an d an  ea rth ly k in g d o m , th e  

k in g d o m  o f G o d  an d  th e k in g d o m  o f th e d ev il. T h e m o tiv atin g  p rin c ip le o f th e su b jec ts o f th e ea rth ly  

k in g d om  is fran k lo v e o f se lf ca rried ev en to co n tem p t o f G o d ; th a t o f th e su b jec ts o f th e h eav en ly  

k in g d o m , u n reserv ed  lo v e  o f  G o d  ev en  to  co n tem p t o f  se lf, [fo o tn o te : S t. A u g u stin e . D e  C iv . D e i, I , 1 4 , c . 

2 8 .] In  an o th er w o rk  th e sa in t d is tin g u ish es  b e tw een  th e  v irtu e o f  ch arity an d  co n cu p iscen ce; h e d efin es  

ch arity  as a  ten d en cy  o f  th e  so u l w h ich  s triv es  to  en jo y  G o d  fo r  H is o w n  sak e , an d  a ll e lse  fo r G o d 's  sak e ; 

co n cu p iscen ce , o n  th e  o th e r h an d , as a  ten d en cy o f  th e so u l w h ich  seek s to  en jo y  c rea tu res fo r th e ir o w n  

sak e  w ith o u t  an y  re fe ren ce  to  G o d . [foo tn o te : S t. A u g u stin e . D e  D o c tr in a  C h r is t ., I , 3 , c . 1 0 , n . 1 6 .] H o ly  

W rit d is tin g u ish es in  th e sam e sen se b e tw een  lo v e  o f  G o d  an d  lo v e  o f  th e  w o rld  (c f. 1 Jn . 2 :1 5 ), b e tw een  

se rv in g  G o d  an d  se rv in g  M am m o n  (c f. L k . 1 6 :1 3).

S in ce w e k n o w  o n  th e au th o rity o f C h rist H im self th a t th e o n e se rv ice ex c lu d es th e o th er, it 

fo llo w s lo g ica lly  th a t th e  ch ild ren  o f  th is  w  o rld , w h o  a re  a ttach ed  w ith  ev ery  fib er  o f  th e ir  h earts  to  ea rth ly  

treasu res an d  p leasu res, h av e n o ap p rec ia tio n fo r h eav en ly an d  d iv in e rea litie s. E v ery m an  m u st ch o o se  

b e tw een  fin ite  an d  in fin ite  p o ssess io n s . T h e  ch ild ren  o f  th is  w o rld  th o u g h tle ss ly ch o o se  th e  fin ite  an d  s triv e  

to  b e  h ap p y  w ith o u t  G o d .

A  v ery  co m m o n  a rg u m en t b y  w h ich  m an y d ece iv e  th em selv es an d  w h ich  h as cau sed  th e lo ss o f  

m an y  so u ls, m ay  b e  su m m ed  u p  in  th ese  w o rd s: L et u s  firs t en jo y th e  w o rld ; th e re  w ill b e  tim e  en o u g h  to  

se rv e  G o d  la te r. M en  w h o  a rg u e  th is  w ay  tak e  as  th e ir  m o tto : T h e  b est fo r  th e  w o rld , th e  re s t  fo r  G o d . T h ey  

d o  n o t seem  to  su sp ect th a t th ey  a re  in su ltin g  G o d  b y su ch  co n d u c t, o r  if  th ey  d o , th ey  seem  to  co n sid er it a  

m atte r o f  v ery  little im p o rtan ce . Y et ev ery tim e  th a t m en  in su lt o u r S av io r  b y  h arb o rin g  su ch  d esp icab le  

sen tim en ts , H e fee ls an ew  th e p a in  th a t H e fe lt w h en th e Jew s c ried o u t: “A w ay w ith H im . G iv e u s  

B arab b as .”



In  th e  g o sp e l n arra tiv e  w e  read  o f  th e  o b d u ra te  Jew s: “T h ey  co u ld  n o t b e liev e” (Jn . 1 2 :3 9 ). W h y  

co u ld  th ey n o t b e liev e? B ecau se o f th e ir w o rld ly sp irit, th e ir in o rd in a te d esire fo r w ealth , h o n o r, an d  

p leasu re . W ealth  in  itse lf is n o  o b stac le to sa lv a tio n , b u t in o rd in ate a ttach m en t to  w ealth  to  th e  p o in t o f  

s lav e ry  o r  th e se rv ice  o f  M am m o n  is . T o  a  m an  w h o  d ev o tes a ll lu s  tim e an d  en erg y  to  th e  acq u isitio n  o f  

w ealth , h eav en ly  treasu res seem  w o rth le ss , b ecau se  th ey  can n o t b e  d ep o sited  in  a  b an k  an d  in te res t d raw n  

o n  th em . O u r  L o rd , o n  o n e  o ccas io n , rem in d ed  H is listen ers  th a t th ey  w ere  m erely  tire s tew ard s ap p o in ted  

b y  G o d  o f  th ese  earth ly  treasu res , an d  w arn ed  th em  th a t if  th ey  d id  n o t u se  th em  to  g a in  frien d s  in  h eav en , 

an d  p ro v ed  u n tru s tw o rth y in  th e ir s tew ard sh ip , G o d  w o u ld  ce rta in ly  w ith h o ld  fro m  th em  g rea te r sp iritu a l 

treasu res. T h e  P h arisees  b eg an  to  rid icu le  H im  fo r  th is. W h y ?  B ecau se  th ey  w ere  co v e to u s , th e  E v an g e list 

te lls  u s . B u t Jesu s sa id  to  th em : “Y o u  ju s tify  y o u rse lf  b efo re m en , b u t G o d  sees y o u r  h eart, an d  w h at H e  

sees th e re  is an  ab o m in atio n  to  H im ” (c f. L k . 1 6 :9  ff) . W h atev e r is an  ab o m in a tion  to  th e  L o rd  is g rief  to  

th e  h eart o f  Jesu s, w h o  cam e  in to  th e  w o rld  to  tran sfo rm  m en  fro m  o b jec ts o f  lo a th in g  to  G o d  in to  o b jects  

o f  th e  d iv in e  g o o d  p leasu re .

C h ris t assig n s  y e t an o th e r reaso n  w h y so m an y  Jew s fa iled  to  accep t H im  an d  H is d o c trin e . H e  

sa id : “ I k n o w  y o u , th a t y o u  h av e  n o t th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  in  y o u . Y o u  seek  o n ly  to  b e  h o n o red  b y  m en ; w h eth e r 

y o u  a re  a lso  d ese rv in g  o f  h o n o r  fro m  G o d . co n ce rn s  y o u  n o t"  (c f. Jn . 5 :4 2  -4 4 ). G o d  h ad  d e te rm in ed  to  ex a lt 

th is  p eo p le  ab o v e  a ll p eo p les  in  th e  k in g d o m  o f  tm e . d iv in e  g lo ry , an d  n o w  H e  fin d s  th a t th e  d esire  n o th in g  

b u t th e  w o rth less  p lau d its  o f  m en . T h u s G o d 's  d esig n s  w ere  fru stra ted . T h e  lead e rs o f  th e  p eo p le  an d  w ith  

th em  th e  g reat m asses o f  th e  p eo p le  w ere en tire ly  en g ro ssed  in  w o rld ly  p u rsu its  an d  am b itio n s ; th ey  w ere  

sa t is fied  w ith  a  p u re ly  ex te rna l  w o rsh ip  o f  G o d . an d  p rid ed  th em se lv es  o n  th e ir d escen t fro m  A b rah am , as  

th o u g h  th is in  itse lf  w ere  su ffic ien t to  in su re  fo r  th em  a ll th e  treasu res  o f  th e  M essian ic  k in g d om  w h ich  w as  

to  co m e . O u r S av io r calls  th em  “b lin d , an d  lead e rs o f  th e  b lin d " (M t. 1 5 :1 4 ). T h is is th e  reaso n  w h y  th is  

b lin d  n a tio n  w ith  its  b lin d  lead ers p lu n g ed  in to  th e  ab y ss  o f  u n b e lief  an d  o f  th e  ju d g m en t o f  G o d ; it w as a  

co n seq u en ce  o f  th e ir  w o rld lin ess . W h at  g rea t g rief  th is  cau sed  th e  h eart  o f  o u r  S av io r!

2 . O u r  S a v io r  h a s  to ld  u s  fo r c e fu l ly  w h a t  H e  th in k s  o f  lo v e  o f  th e  w o r ld . “B u t w o e  to  y o u  rich ! fo r  

y o u  a re  n o w  h av in g  y o u r  co m fo rt. W o e  to  y o u  w h o  a re  filled ! fo r  y o u  sh a ll h u n g er. W o e  to  y o u  w h o  lau g h  

n o w ! fo r  y o u  sh a ll m o u rn  an d  w eep . W o e  to  y o u  w h en  a ll m en  sp eak  w ell o f  y o u ! In  th e  se lfsam e  m an n er  

th e ir  fa th e rs  u sed  to  trea t th e  p ro p he ts” (L k . 6 :2 4 -2 6 ). T h is  fo u rfo ld  w o e  is  h u rled  ag ain s t th o se  w h o  seek  to  

sa tis fy  th e h u n g er o f  th e ir so u ls fo r h ap p in ess  w ith  ea rth ly  p o ssess io n s , p leasu res, an d  h o n o rs , an d  th u s  

s tif le in  th e ir so u ls a ll d esire fo r d iv in e , e te rn a l treasu res. “A  rich  m an  sh a ll h ard ly  en te r th e  k in g d om  o f  

h eav en ,” o u r S av io r sa id , w h en  th e rich  y o u n g  m an  d ep arted  fro m  H im  so rro w fu lly , b ecau se h e d id  n o t 

h av e  th e  m o ral s tren g th  to  accep t  th e  lo v in g  in v ita tio n  o f  o u r  L o rd  to  d is trib u te h is  w ealth  am o n g  th e  p o o r  

an d  in  p o v erty  fo llo w  th e  p o o r S av io r (c f. M t. 1 9 :2 1  ff .) . W h at  w o u ld  h av e  b eco m e  o f  th is  y o u n g  m an  h ad  

h e fo llo w ed th e d iv in e ca ll? P ro b ab ly  w e sh o u ld  h o n o r h im  to d ay as a sa in t. B u t th e u n fo rtu n a te y o u th  

sac rificed  su ch  s ig n a l h o n o r  an d  th e  h eav en ly  treasu re  p ro m ised  h im  b y  o u r  L o rd , b ecau se  h e  w as  a  s lav e  o f  

w ealth  an d  w as  u n ab le  to  b reak  th e  ch a in s  w  h ich  b o u n d  h im  to  th is  se rv ice .

S u ch  w o rld lin ess w as a lso  th e reaso n  w  h y  th e  g rea te r p o rtion  o f  th e  Jew ish  n a tion  w as  ex c lu d ed  

fro m  th e  h eaven ly  b an q u e t w  h ile  th e  h ea th en s , an d  m o re  espec ia lly  th o se  am o n g  th em  o f  th e  p o o re r  c lasses, 

as S t. P au l te lls  u s (c f. C o r. 1 :2 6  ff) , cam e  in  c ro w ds an d  sa t d o w n  w ith  A b raham . Isaac , an d  Jaco b  in  th e  

k in g d om  o f  h eav en  (c f. M t. 8 :1 1 ). O u r  L o rd  d esc rib es  th is  fo r  u s  in  th e  p arab le  o f  th e  g rea t su p per  w h ich  a  

rich  m an  p repa red  an d  to  w h ich  h e  h ad  in v ited  m an y . T h e  rich  m an  is G o d , th e su p p er  is th e  k in g d o m  o f  

h eav en  (c f. L k . 1 4 :1 5 , 1 6 ), an d  th e  in v ita tio n  to  th e  b an q u e t  w as  p ro ffe red  b y  a ll th e  p ro p h ets  d o w n  to  Jo h n  

th e  B ap tist (c f. M t. 1 1 :1 3 ). T h en  th e  k in g d om  o f  h eav en  itse lf  cam e w ith  th e  co m ing  o f  Jesu s C h ris t an d  



tliis k in g d o m  w ill b e  co n su m m ated  in  th e  h eav en ly  b an q u e t. T h e  ap o stle s an d  d isc ip le s  w ere  sen t to  te ll th e  

Jew s, w h o  h ad  a lread y  b een  in v ited , th a t th e  k in g d o m  o f G o d  w as a t h an d  (c f. M t. 1 0 :6 : L k . 1 0 :9 ). B u t 

th o se  in v ited  d ec la red  th a t th ey  h ad  o th e r  co n ce rns  an d  co u ld  sp a re  n o  tim e  fo r  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d . W h at 

w ere  th ese  o th e r in te res ts?  O n e  h ad  acq u ired  p ro p erty  an d  h ad  to  in sp ec t it. A n o th er  w as en g ro ssed  in  Iris  

w o rk ; h e h ad  b o u g h t o x en  an d  w ish ed  to  try  th em . A  th ird  d ec la red  b riefly . "1 h av e m arried an d  h en ce  

can no t co m e” (L k . 1 4 :1 8 ff .) . T h ese th ree ex cu ses a ll m ean t su b stan tia lly : "w e h av e o u r sa tis fac tio n  in  

ea rth ly  treasu re  an d  n o  d esire  fo r  th e  h eav en ly  b an qu e t.” T h is is  th e  a ttitu d e  o f  th e  ch ild ren  o f  th is w o rld . 

B u t th e re  a re  m an y  w h o  a re p o o r an d  m ise rab le an d  th ere fo re  n o t a ttach ed  to  earth ly  p leasu res. T h ese th e  

rich  m an  su m m o n ed  fro m  th e  s tree ts an d  lan es o f  th e  c ity , fro m  th e  h ig h w ay s an d  h ed g es o f  th e  co u n try , 

an d  th ey  cam e  f  fu ll o f  jo y  an d  filled  h is  h o use  (c f. L k . 1 4 :2 1  ff .) .

B u t w e  m u st n o t d raw  th e  co n c lu s io n  th a t a ll th e  rich  a re  ex c lu d ed . O u r S av io r  fo u n d  frien d s a lso  

in  th e ir  ran k s . W e  n eed  b u t reca ll M atth ew , N ico dem u s, Jo sep h  o f  A rim ath ea , th e  fam ilie s o f  L azaru s  an d  

o f  Z acch aeu s . F o r  w ealth  itse lf  is  n o t o p p o sed  to  C h ris t, b u t o n ly  s lav e ry  to  it. A  w ealth y  m an  w  h o  is n o t a  

s lav e o f  h is w ealth  can  eas ily  b eco m e a  frien d  o f  G o d . T h u s w e  read : “A  ce rta in  rich  m an  o f  A rim ath ea , 

Jo sep h  b y  n am e , w h o  a lso  h im se lf  w as a  d isc ip le o f  Jesu s” (M t. 2 5 :5 7 ). H e  w as “a  g o o d  an d  ju s t m an .. . 

w h o  lik ew ise  w as  lo o k in g  fo r  th e  k in g d om  o f  G o d ” (L k . 2 3 :5 0 , 5 1 ). O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , th e re  a re  a lso  p o o r  

p eo p le  o f  w h o m  it is  w ritten  th a t th ey  h av e  n o t an d  co v e t; th ey  en v y  o th e rs fo r  th e  th ing s  th ey  th em se lves  

can no t o b ta in  (c f. Jas. 4 :2 ). H en ce , an y o n e  w h o  g iv es h is h eart to  th e  w o rld , w h eth e r h e  b e  rich  o r p o o r, 

can n o t g iv e  Iris h eart to  o u r  S av io r; an d  an y o n e  w h o  d esire s  to  g iv e  it  to  H im , m u st firs t s trip  h im se lf  o f  a ll 

lo v e  o f  tire  w o rld . W e  can n o t se rve  tw o  m aste rs. S lav es  o f  th e  w o rld  a re  n o t th e  frien d s  o f  C h ris t. S t. Jam es  

te lls u s: “A d u ltere rs, d o  y o u  n o t k n o w  th a t th e  frien dsh ip  o f  th is w o rld  is en m ity  w ith  G o d ? T h ere fo re , 

w h o ev er  w ish es to  b e  a  frien d  o f  th is  w o rld , b ecom es an  en em y  o f  G o d ” (Jas. 4 :4 ). H e  ca lls  ap o sta sy  fro m  

G o d , w ith co n seq u en t d ev o tio n  to th e w o rld , ad u lte ry . T h is is a lso th e lan g u age o f th e p ro p h e ts (fo r  

ex am p le , P s. 7 2 :2 7 ), an d o f C h ris t, w h o ca lls th e Jew ish n a tio n o f H is d ay “an ev il an d ad u lte ro u s  

g en era tio n ” (M t. 1 2 :3 9 ), w h ich  d en ies  G o d  b y  its w o rk s  an d  as  a  ch ild  o f  th e  d ev il d o es  th e  d ev il’s (c f. Jn . 

8 :4 4 , 5 5 ). Y ears  ag o  th ey  h ad  b een  p o ssessed  b y  an  ev il sp irit, th e  d ev il o f  id o la try . H e  w as  ex o rc ised  in  th e  

B ab y lo n ian  cap tiv ity . B u t in  Iris p lace sev en  o th e r  ev il sp irits  w o rse  th an  th e  firs t to o k  p o ssessio n  o f  th em , 

so th a t th ey re jec ted  th e ir M essias an d  p u t H im  to  d ea th , an d  ev en tu a lly  reach ed  su ch  a  p itch  o f in san e  

fren zy ' th a t sh o rtly  b efo re th e d estru c tio n o f Jeru sa lem  b y th e R o m an s th ey ev en  b eg an  to m u rd er o n e  

an o tiie r. W h at  a  te rrib le  p u n ish m en t  —  b u t w h at a  ju s t o n e  —  fo r  th e ir  ap o sta sy  fro m  G o d  an d  fro m  C h ris t 

an d  fo r  th e ir  th o ro u gh ly  w o rld ly  sp irit. C h ris t h ad  fo re to ld  th a t in  th e  case  o f  th is  w ick ed  g en era tion  th e  la st 

th in g s , n am ely  b efo re  th e  rep ress ion  o f  th e  Jew ish  rev o lt b y  R o m e, w o u ld  b e  w o rse  th an  th e  firs t h ad  b een , 

b efo re  th e  n a tio n  w as  led  cap tiv e  to  B ab y lo n  (c f. M t. 1 2 :4 5).

3 . T h e  g r ie f  o f  th e  h e a r t o f  C h r is t a t th e  w o r ld ly  s p ir i t o f  H is  p e o p le  w as so  g rea t th a t it fo rced  

tea rs to  H is (c f. L k . 1 9 :4 1 ). F o r w o rld lin ess is an  ev il w h ich  o p p o ses an  in su rm o u n tab le o b stac le to  H is  

d esire  to  b rin g  sa lv a tio n  to  th e w o rld . O u r S av io r d esire s tire h earts o f  m en , th e lo v e o f  m en . H en ce  H e  

w arn s  u s: “D o  n o t s to re  u p  fo r  y o u rse lv es  co rru p tib le  treasu res  w h ich  m ay  b e  d estro yed  o r  s to len , b u t ra th e r 

b y  y o u r  g o o d  d eed s  lay  u p  to  y o u rse lv es in co rru p tib le  treasu res in  h eav en .” A n d  w h y  is th is so  im p o rtan t?  

“F o r  w h ere  th y  treasu re is , th e re  th y  h eart a lso  w ill b e ” (M t. 6 :2 1 ). A  h eart w h ich  seek s a ll its  jo y  in  th e  

treasu res o f  earth  fin d s n o  co n so la tio n  in  G o d  an d  fee ls n o  d esire  to  p o ssess H im . H eav en  is th e  p o rtio n  

o n ly  o f  th o se  w h o  seek  it, w h o  s tren u o u sly  s triv e  to  a tta in  it (c f. M t. 7 :1 3 . 1 4 ). B u t th is  is  im p o ss ib le fo r a  

h eart filled  w ith  lo v e  o f  th e  w o rld , fo r n o  m an  can  g o  in  o p p o site  d irec tio n s a t o n e  an d  th e  sam e tim e . A s  



lo n g  as  w e  d o  n o t su b o rd in a te  c rea tu res  to  o u r  la s t en d  b u t seek  th em  fo r  th e ir  o w n  sak e , th ey  a re  a  lead en  

w eig h t w h ich  k eep s  u s  o n  th e  earth  an d  p rev en ts  o u r  ris in g  ab o v e  it.

T h is is  th e  reaso n  w h y  o u r S av io r ex h o rts  u s: “S eek  y e  first th e  k in g d o m  o f  h eav en  an d  its  ju s tice  

an d  a ll th a t y o u  n eed  o f  earth ly g o o d s sh a ll b e ad d ed  u n to  y o u ' ’ (c f. M t. 6 :3 3 ). B y th e w o rd  “ firs t” o u r 

S av io r h ere d esig n a tes n o t th e o rd e r o f  tim e b u t th a t o f im p o rtan ce. H e say s in  e ffec t: “T h e  k in g d om  o f  

h eav en  m u st b e  y o u r  firs t, y o u r  h ig h est a im , an d  y o u  m u st su b o rd in a te a ll e lse  to  th is . Y o u  m u st n o t h av e  

an o th er  en d  b esid e  th is, b u t m u st co n sid er an d  u se  a ll e lse  o n ly  as  a  m eans  to  th is  en d .”  L et u s  ab strac t n o w  

fro m  th o se  w h o  h av e  n o  fa ith  an d  d o  n o t ca re  to  g e t to  h eav en , an d  co n sid er o n ly  th e  a im s an d  ac tio n s o f  

th o se  w h o  w o u ld  g lad ly  a fte r d ea th  sh a re in  e te rn a l b eatitu d e . D o  n o t m o st o f  th em  lead  liv es w h ich  a re  

o rd e red  as if  C h ris t h ad  sa id : “S eek  y e  first th e  treasu res an d  p leasu res  o f  th e  w o rld ; an d  th e  k in g d o m  o f  

h eav en  w ill b e  ad d ed  u n to  y o u ” ?

B u t th ey  w ill b e  d isillu s io n ed  as th e  rich  m an  in  th e G o sp e l w as d is illu sio n ed . T h is m an  c lo th ed  

h im se lf  in  p u rp le  an d  fin e  lin en  an d  feas ted  su m p tu o u sly  ev e iy  d ay , fo o lish ly  co n v in ced  th a t s in ce  h e  w as  a  

d escen d an t o f  A b rah am  h e  w o u ld  su re ly sh a re  th e  k in g d o m  o f  h eav en . W h at m u st h av e  b een  Iris th o u g h ts  

w h en  h e  fo u n d  th a t h e  h ad  n o t b een  ca lled  fro m  th e  p leasu res o f  life to  th e  jo y s o f  h eav en , b u t h ad  b een  

co n sig n ed  to  th e  flam es  o f  h e ll?  H e  p lead ed  p iteo u sly  w ith  h is  fa th er  A b rah am . B u t th e  an sw er  w as: “ S o n , 

rem em b er th a t y o u  rece iv ed  g o o d  th in g s  in  y o u r  life tim e; n o w  o n ly  to rm en t rem ain s  fo r  y o u ” (c f. L k . 1 6 :1 9  

ff) . T h is  m an  is  n o t accu sed  o f  an y  g rav e  c rim es; h e  m erely  n eg lec ted  to  s triv e  a fter  h eav en  b y  th e  ex erc ise  

o f  ju s tice , th a t is b y  d o in g  g o o d  d eed s. H is g u ilt co n sis ted  in  th e fac t th a t h e  k n ew  n o  o th e r u se fo r h is  

w ealth  th an  to  sp en d  it fo r  h is  o w n  co m fo rt  an d  p leasu re . H is  p u n ish m en t w as  e tern al  to rm en t in  h e ll. T h is  

is  n a tu ra l co n seq u en ce  o f  th a t lo v e  o f  earth  w h ich  w o u ld  g lad ly  ren o un ce  a ll c la im  to  th e  p o ssessio n  o f  G o d  

if  o n ly  th is  m ateria l, p leasu rab le  life  w ere  e te rn a l.

E v ery  C h ris tian  w o rth y  o f  th e n am e is , o f  co u rse , p rep a red  to  g iv e  u p  m ate ria l g o o d s in so fa r as  

th ey  a re in co m pa tib le  w ith  th e lo v e o f G o d . B u t to  p u rify  o u r h earts fro m  a ll ea rth ly  d esire s to  su ch  an  

ex ten t th a t n o  d esire  o r  d eed  in flu en ced  b y  in o rd in ate  lo v e  o f  se lf  is  d ifficu lt in d eed . T h is  is  a  s ta te  to w ard  

w h ich  w e  m u st cease less ly  ten d , b u t  w h ich  w e  sh a ll a tta in  o n ly  g rad u a lly . T h e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart 

is an  ex ce llen t m eans  to  th is en d . T h is w e  lea rn  fro m  tire life o f  S t. M arg are t M aty  A laco qu e . S h e ad m its  

th a t a ll ea rth ly  th in g s  h ad  b eco m e  m atte rs  o f  in d iffe ren ce  to  h er  s in ce  th e  d ay  th a t sh e  b eg an  to  cu ltiv a te  th e  

d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart an d  to  m ak e th e d esire s o f  th is h eart th e g u id in g  p rin c ip les an d  th e m o tiv e  

fo rce  o f  h er  life . S in ce  w e  k n o w  h o w  m u ch  g rief  lo v e  o f  th e  w o rld  caused  an d  s till causes  th e  S acred  H eart, 

w e sh o u ld  n o t d ese rv e th e  n am e o f  frien d s o f  Jesu s if  w e d id  n o t s triv e  ea rn es tly  to  co m b a t th is en em y  o f  

H is , a t leas t  in  o u r  o w n  h earts .

C H A P T E R  X X I

G rie f  o f  th e  H eart o f  Jesu s  a t th e  H atred  o f  th e  W o rld

“ K n o w  th a t  th e  w o r ld  h a th  h a te d  

M e  b e fo re  y o u ”  ( c f . J n . 1 5 :1 8 ) .



1 . O u r  d iv in e  S a v io r  w a s  r e a l ly  h a te d . T h is is in  itse lf in c red ib le , fo r  th e re  n ev er  w as a  m an  w h o  

w as m o re  d ese rv in g  o f  lo v e  th an  H e. F ro m  th e  firs t d ay s  o f  H is  p u b lic  m in is try , H is  w h o le  life  w as  sp en t in  

cease le ss e ffo rt to a llev ia te an d  e lim in a te th e p h y sica l an d  m o ra l n ecess itie s o f H is p eo p le . H e H im self  

ch arac te rizes  H is  m in is tra tio n s w ith  th e  w o rds: “T h e  b lin d  see , th e  lam e  w alk , th e  lep ers  a re c lean sed , th e  

d eaf  h ear, th e  d ead  rise , th e  p o o r  h av e  th e  G o sp e l p reach ed  to  th em ” (M t. 1 1 :5 ). H en ce  H e  ask s th e  Jew s  

w ith  p erfec t  ju s tice: “ I h av e  d o n e  m an y  an d  g rea t w o rk s  b efo re  y o u r  ey es in  th e  n am e  an d  a t th e  co m m an d  

o f  M y  h eav en ly  F a th e r; fo r  w h ich  o f  th ese  w o rk s  d o  y o u  h a te  M e?” (C f. Jn . 1 0 :3  2 .)

It h ap p en s  v ery  o ften  th a t p eo p le  b itte rly  h a te th o se to  w h o m  th ey  o w e  g ra titu d e an d  lo v e  w h en  

th ese  b en efac to rs  an d  frien d s  o p p o se  th e ir  u n b rid led  p ass io n s . T h u s  it w as  w ith  th e  Jew s  an d  o u r  S av io r. S t. 

A u g u stin e en u m era tes  th e  b en efac tio n s  o f  C h ris t to  th e  Jew s an d  th en  co n tin u es : “ It is tru e H e  w as n o t a  

s ilen t  w itn ess  o f  th e ir  v ices , b u t reb u k ed  th em  to  aw ak en  in  th em  d isp leasu re  fo r th e ir s in s, n o t d isp leasu re  

fo r  H im self, th e  P h y sic ian  w h o  w as  to  cu re  th em . B u t th ey , as  th o u g h  d em en ted  b y  a  v io len t fev e r, s to rm ed  

a t th e  P h y sic ian  w h o  h ad  co m e  to  h e lp  th em  an d  d ev ised  w ay s an d  m ean s  to  p u t H im  to  d ea th .” [fo o tn o te: 

S t. A u g u stin e , In  P s . I x ii i , 3 .  ] It is  h o rrify in g : G o d  b ecam e  m an  fo r  lo v e  o f  m en , an d  m en  re tu rn ed  H is lo v e  

w ith  a  h a te  w h ich  co u ld  o n ly  b e  sa ted  w ith  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  m u rd ered  G o d -m an . “A w ay  w ith  H im .” th ey  

sc ream ed ; “c ru c ify  H im . H is  b lo o d  b e  o n  u s an d  o n  o u r ch ild ren ” (Jn . 1 9 :1 5 ; M t. 2 7 :2 5 ). T h a t w as h a te  

ev en  to  m ad n ess . O u r S av io r ca lls it th e  fu lfillm en t o f  a  p ro p h ecy  (c f. P s. 6 8 :5 ). “T h ey  h a ted  M e  w ith o u t  

cau se ” (Jn . 1 5 :2 5 ). Im p e lled  b y  d iab o lic  fo rces , th ey  h a ted  th e ir  B en efac to r, th e ir  M essias , th e ir G o d . W h at 

w ere  a ll th e  p h y sical p a in s  w h ich  o u r S av io r  en d u red  w h en  co m pared  w ith  th e  g rie f  w h ich  filled  H is so u l a t 

th e  h o rrify in g  in g ra titu d e  o f  H is  o w n  w ell-lo v ed  p eo p le?  H e  p rays  to  H is  h eav en ly  F a th er: “T h e  tro u b les  o f  

M y h eart a re m u ltip lied . . . . C o n sid e r M y en em ies , fo r th ey a re m u ltip lied  an d  h av e h a ted  M e w ith  an  

u n ju s t h a tred ”  (P s. 2 4 :1 7 -1 9 ).

T h e h a tred  o f  th e  Jew s fo r Jesu s b eg an  ev en  b efo re  Jesu s h ad  ch o sen  H is  ap o stle s ; fo r S t. L u k e , 

sp eak in g  o f  th e S crib es an d  P h arisees , say s th a t “ th ey  w ere  filled  w ith  fu ry ; an d  b eg an  to  d iscu ss am o n g  

th em se lv es , w h at th ey  sh o u ld  d o  to  Jesu s” (L k . 6 :1 1 ); th en  o n ly  h e  n arra te s  th e  ch o o sin g  o f  th e  tw e lv e . S t. 

M ark o b serv es th e sam e o rd er (c f. 3 :6 , 1 3 ff) . F ro m  th a t tim e o n  th e ir h a tred  g rew  u n til th e  tim e w h en  

C aip h as d ec la red  to th e ch ie f p rie sts an d  P h arisees g a th ered in co u n cil: “N o r d o  y o u  re flec t th a t it is  

ex p ed ien t fo r  u s  th a t o n e  m an  d ie  fo r th e  p eo p le , in s tead  o f  th e  w h o le  n a tion  p erish in g . S o  fro m  th a t d ay  

fo rth  th e ir  p lan  w as  to  p u t H im  to  d ea th ” (Jn . 1 1 :5 0 -53 ).

T h ey  tr ied  to  c lo ak  th e ir  h a tred  b y  tru m p in g  u p  tw o  ch arg es : firs t, th a t  Jesu s  w as  a  b lasp h em er  an d  

d esec ra to r o f  th e  S ab b ath ; seco n d , th a t  H e  s tirred  u p  th e  p eo p le  an d  th is  im p eriled  th e  n a tio n . T h e  o b jec t o f  

th e  firs t ch arg e  w as to  b rin g  Jesu s in to  d isrep u te  w ith  th e  Jew s, w h o  w ere  ex ac t o b se rve rs o f  th e  law . T h e  

seco n d  w as in ten d ed  to  m ak e  H im  su spec t w ith  th e  R o m an  au th o ritie s. T h e  accu sa tio n  o f  b lasp h em y  w as  

to o  sen se less  to  b e  p ro d u c tiv e  o f  an y th in g  lik e  su ccess . B u t w ith  th e  accu sa tio n  th a t C h ris t w as  an  ag ita to r 

th ey  h o p ed  to  im p ress P ila te . W h en , h o w ev er. P ila te h ad  ex am in ed  th e cau se  o f C h ris t, h e d ec la red  th a t 

Jesu s  w as in n o cen t (c f. L k . 3 :4 ; Jn . 1 8 :3 8). A s  a  m atte r  o f  fact. C h rist h ad  p reach ed  o b ed ien ce  to  au th o rity . 

T h e Jew ish  zealo ts , o n  th e  o th e r h an d , w ere  co n stan tly  p lan n in g  h o w  th ey  m ig h t free  th em se lv es  fro m  th e  

y o k e  o f  R o m e. A  few  d ecad es  a fte r th e  d ea th  o f  C h rist th e  w h o le  n a tion  w as in  rev o lt. T h ey  w ere  g u ilty  o f  

th e  v ery  c rim e o f  w h ich  th ey h ad  fa lse ly  accu sed  Jesu s an d  fo r th e ir d e ic id e w ere o v ertak en  b y  th e  ju s t 

p u n ish m en t o f  G o d .



B ut th e  rea l m o tiv e  fo r  th e ir  h a tred  o f  th e  S av io r  w as  v ery  d ifferen t. T h e  lead ers  o f  th e  p eo p le  saw  

th a t th e ir h y p o crisy h ad  b een  d isco v ered , th e ir fa lse  p rinc ip le s co n d em n ed , an d  th a t, co n seq u en tly , th e ir  

p o sitio n  o f  h o n o r an d  p o w er w as  im p eriled . T h ey  w  e re  n o t to  am ass  w ealth  as  th ey  h ad  b een  d o in g , b u t to  

p ractice  co n tem p t  o f  th e  w o rld ; n o t  to  seek  h o n o rs , b u t to  p ractice  h u m ility ; n o t to  b e  g reed y  fo r  p o w  e r, b u t 

to  ex erc ise an  ac tiv e  ch arity ; n o t to  b e  sa tis fied  w ith  a  v a in  d isp lay  o f  ex te rna l  w o rk s  o f  p ie ty , b u t to  ren d er 

G o d  tru e , in w ard  se rv ice . T h e ir  d ream  o f  a  g rea t, p o litica lly  p o w  e rfu l M essian ic  k in g d o m , in  w  h ich  th e  firs t 

p laces w ere re se rv ed  fo r th em , w as to b e d isca rd ed , an d in its s tead  th ey w ere to b e sa tis fied w ith a  

k in g d om  o f  tru th  an d  ju s tice . S u ch  id eas  w ere  d iam etrica lly  o p p o sed  to  th e ir  th o ro u g h ly  w  o rld ly  sp irit an d  

so  th e ir  h a tred  o f  o u r  S av io r  o n ly  g rew  w h en  th ey  saw  h o w  th e  p eo p le  fo llo w ed  H im .

O u r  L o rd  d esig n a ted  a ll H is  en em ies  b y  th e  te rm , “T h e  w o rld .” “B u t (th e  w o rld ) h a tes  M e  b ecau se  

I b ear  w  itn ess  co n ce rn in g  it, th a t its  w o rk s  a re  ev il"  (Jn . 7 :7 ). H e  b a ttled  w ith  th is  w  o rld  an d  w as  ap p aren tly  

w o rsted  in  th e  fray : b u t in  rea lity  H e ca rried  o ff  th e  v ic to ry . "T ak e co u rag e , I h av e  o v erco m e  th e  w o rld ”  

(Jn . 1 6 :3 3). S u ch  w as th e  h a tred  o f  th e  w o rld  fo r its S av io r, h a tred  ev en  to  b lo o d y  co m b a t an d  d ea th ; th is  

w as  its  rew ard  to w ard  H im  w h o se  h eart w as  en k in d led  w ith  lo v e  an d  co n su m ed  w ith  th e  d esire  to  sav e  it.

2 . T h e  w o r ld  c o n tin u e s  to  h a te  o u r  S a v io r  as  H e  p red icted  th a t it w o u ld . In  H is  fa rew e ll ad d ress  to  

H is ap o stle s  b efo re  th e  p assio n , H e  sa id : “ If  y o u  w ere  o f  th e  w  o rld , th e  w o rld  w o u ld  lo v e  w h at is its o w n . 

B u t  b ecau se  y o u  a re  n o t o f  th e  w o rld , b u t I  h av e  ch o sen  y o u  o u t o f  th e  w o rld , th e re fo re  th e  w o rld  h a tes  y o u . 

... N o  se rv an t is g rea ter th an  h is  m aster. If  th ey  h av e  p ersecu ted  M e, th ey  w ill p ersecu te  y o u  . . . y es , th e  

h o u r is co m in g , fo r ev ery o n e  w h o  k ills y o u  a lso  th in k s  th a t h e  is o ffe rin g  w o rsh ip  to  G o d . . . . B u t th ese  

th in g s  I h av e  sp o ken  to  y o u , th a t  w h en  th e  tim e  fo r  th em  h as  co m e , y o u  m ay  rem em b er  th a t I  to ld  y o u ” (Jn . 

1 5 :1 9 , 2 0 ; 1 6 :2 -4 ). S t. Jo h n  th e  E v an g e lis t, w h o  h as  reco rd ed  th ese  p artin g  d isco u rses o f  o u r  S av io r  fo r  u s , 

u n d ers to o d  b y  th e  w o rld  th e  co n cup iscen ce  o f  th e  flesh , th e  co n cu p iscen ce o f  th e  ey es an d  th e  p rid e  o f  life  

(c f. 1 Jn . 2 :1 6 ). T h is  w o rld , w h ich  n u m b ered  am o n g  its  fo llo w ers  Jew s  an d  G en tiles  a lik e , w as, an d  is  b y  its  

v ery  n a tu re , an  en em y  o f  C h ris t, w h o  tau g h t se lfd en ia l, p o v erty , an d  h u m ility . O p p o sitio n  is  in ev itab le .

T h e S y n ag og u e b eg an  th e co n flic t. N o so o n er h ad seve ral th o u san d Jew s b een  co n v erted  to  

C h ristian ity a fter th e d escen t o f th e H o ly G h o st (c f. A cts 2 :4 1 ; 4 :4 ), th an  th e Jew ish m ag istra te s w ith  

th reats  fo rb ad e  th e ap o stle s to  p reach  in  th e n am e o f Jesu s (c f. A cts 4 :1 ). S in ce  th is ad m o n itio n h ad  n o  

e ffec t, th ey ag a in  a rres ted  th e ap o stle s an d h ad  th em  sco u rg ed (c f. A cts 5 :4 0 ). A  little la ter th e n ascen t 

C h u rch  o b ta in ed  h er  firs t m arty r. F o r  w h en  S tep h en  u n afra id  g av e  te s tim o n y  o f  C h ris t b efo re  th e  co u n c il, 

th ey , c ry in g  o u t w ith  a lo u d  v o ice , s to p ped  th e ir ea rs, an d  w ith  o n e acco rd ran  v io len tly  u p o n  h im  an d  

cas tin g  h im  o u t o f  th e c ity  th ey  s to n ed  h im  (c f. A cts  ff .) . L ate r s till H ero d  A g rip p a sacrificed  th e ap o stle  

Jam es, th e b ro th e r o f Jo h n , to th e h a tred o f th e Jew s (c f. A cts 1 2 :2 ). A s th e p ersecu tio n  in c reased  in  

v io len ce , th e  C h ristian s  d isp e rsed  o v er  a ll Ju d ea , S am aria , an d  th e  p ag an  w o rld . In  th is  w ay  th e  G o sp e l w as  

sp read  to n ew  co u n trie s (c f. A cts 8 :1 -4 ; 1 1 :1 9  ff .) . N ev erth e le ss , th e m essen g ers o f  th e G o sp e l, ev en  in  

p ag an  lan d s, w ere w o n t firs t to  ad d ress th e  d isp e rsed  Jew s. B u t h ere  th ey  h ad  th e sam e ex p erien ces  as a t 

Je ru sa lem . T h e v ast m ajo rity o n ly an g er an d  h a tred  fo r th e g lad  tid in g s o f  th e G o sp e l. F o r in s tan ce , in  

T h essa lo n ica  th e  Jew s cau sed  an  u p ris in g  b ecau se S t. P au l an d  S ilas h ad , so  th ey  sa id , p ro cla im ed  C h rist 

k in g  in  o p p o sitio n  to  th e  em p ero r (c f. A cts 1 7 :5  ff .) . A g ain  a t C o rin th , w h en  S t. P au l p ro c la im ed  C h ris t as  

th e  M essias . th ey  co n trad ic ted  an d  b lasp h em ed  to  su ch  an  ex ten t th a t S t. P au l sa id  to  th em : “Y o u r  b lo o d  b e  

u p o n  y o u r o w n  h ead s ... h en ce fo rth  I w ill g o  to th e G en tile s” (A cts 1 8 :6 ). S im ila r in c id en ts o ccu rred  in  

o th e r  p laces  (c f. A cts 1 3 :4 5 ; 1 4 :2 ; 1 9 :9 ; 2 3 :2 0  ff.; 2 4 :1 9 ). T h e  Jew ish  n a tion  w h ich  h ad  b een  p red estin ed  to  

b e  th e ch o sen  p eo p le o f  th e  N ew  D isp en sa tio n , p erseve red  fo r th e m o st p art in  th e ir h a tred  o f  C h rist an d  



H is  w o rk  so  th a t o u r  S av io r in  th e  d ep th  o f  H is so rro w  co u ld  tru ly  say : “ In stead  o f  m ak ing  M e  a  re tu rn  o f  

lo v e , th ey  d e trac t M e; th ey  rep ay  M e  ev il fo r  g o o d  an d  h a tred  fo r  M y  lo v e ”  (c f. P s. 1 0 8 :4 , 5 ).

A n d  w h at o f th e G en tiles? M any o f th em , in d eed , ev en d u rin g th e life tim e o f th e ap o stle s , 

accep ted th e fa ith , an d th e C h u rch so o n b ecam e an o rg an iza tio n in w h ich co n v erts fro m  p ag an ism  

p red om in a ted . B u t it  w as  n o t lo n g  b efo re  th e  p ag an  w o rld  a ro se  w ith  a ll its  p o w er  ag a in s t C h ris t an d  v en ted  

its h a tred  in  ten  b lo o dy  p ersecu tio n s . T h a t th ese p ersecu tio n s  w ere m o tiv ated  b y  h a tred  o f th e C h ris tian  

re lig io n  is  ev id en t  fro m  tire w o rd in g  o f  th e  co n d em n a tio n s  w h ich  h av e  co m e  d o w n  to  u s . T h u s, in  th e  y ear  

1 8 0 , th e  p ro co n su l S a tu rn in u s co n d em n ed  a  n u m b er  o f  C h ris tian s in  th e  fo llo w in g  te rm s: “S p eratu s . . . an d  

th e re s t w h o ad m it th a t th ey liv e a fte r th e m aim er o f C h ris tian s an d w h o s tu bb o rn ly re fu se to av ail 

th em se lv es  o f  th e  p erm iss io n  to  re tu rn  to  a  p ag an  m o d e  o f  life w ill d ie  b y  th e sw o rd .” E v en  th e em p ero r 

T ra jan  a t th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  seco n d  cen tm y  h ad  a lready  d ecreed  th a t a ll th o se  w h o  w ere  accu sed  o f  b e in g  

C h ristian s an d w ere co n v ic ted  sh o u ld b e p u n ish ed . T ertu llian  w ro te : “A  co n fess io n o f C h ris tian ity is  

su ffic ien t fo r th e h a tred  o f th e p ag an s, n o o th e r c rim e is req u ired . T h e  ju d g m en t s im p ly read s: 'Y o u  

C h ristian s m ay  n o t liv e .’” [fo o tn o te: T ertu ll., A p o log e t. 2 , 3 ; 4 , 4 .] W h en  th e  em p ero r G ale rius su sp en d ed  

th e p ersecu tio n  in  3 1 1 , h e s ta ted in  h is d ecree : “W e p erm it th a t C h ris tian s m ay ag ain  liv e .” O ften  th e  

accu sed  w ere o ffe red  lib e rty ' o n  co n d itio n  th a t th ey d en y C h ris t. In  v iew  o f  th ese fac ts, th e re can  b e n o  

d o u b t a t a ll th a t th e  a im  o f  th ese  p ersecu tio n s , w h ich  la s ted  fo r  th ree  h u n d red  y ears , w as  to  d e th ro n e  C h ris t 

an d  to  d estro y  H is  k in g d om .

In  h ea th en  land s  su ch  p ersecu tio n s  o f  C h rist h av e  co n tin u ed  ev en  to  o u r  o w n  d ay  as  w e  learn  fro m  

th e  rep o rts o f  th e  m issio n a rie s. C h rist fo resaw ' an d  su ffe red  in  an tic ip a tio n  a ll th e  p a in s  o f  th e  m arty rs , a ll 

th e  riv e rs o f  b lo o d  w h ich  th ese  w  itn esses o f  th e fa ith  sh ed . H e saw . m o reo ver, th e  in ten sity  o f  th e  h a tred  

w ith  w h ich  H is en em ies in  o n ce  C h ris tian  lan d s, ev en  in  o u r d ay . p ersecu te  th e  C h u rch  an d  seek  to  d estro y  

h er. H o w  m an y  th o u san d s o f  H is p eo p le h av e d ied  in  th e  p ast tw o  d ecad es  th ro u g h  C o m m u n is t h a tred  o f  

G o d  an d  o f  a ll w  h o  s tan d  w  ith  H im ?  A n d  th is h a tred  cau sed  H im  as m u ch  p a in  as  th o u gh  it w ere  d irec ted  

ag ain s t H im se lf  p erso n a lly . H e w  h o  p ersecu tes  th e  C h u rch  p ersecu tes  C h ris t. W h en  th e  firs t p ersecu tio n s  

b eg an , th e  C h ris tian s  a t Je ru sa lem  p ray ed : "L o rd . T h o u  d id s t m ak e  h eav en  an d  ea rth , th e  sea . an d  a ll th in g s  

th a t a re  in  th em . T h o u , b y  th e  H o ly  G h o st, b y  th e  m o u th  o f  o u r  fa th e r  D av id , T h y  se rv an t, h ast sa id : ‘W h y  

d id  th e  G entile s  rag e , an d  th e  p eo p le  m ed ita te  v a in  th in g s?  T h e  k in g s  o f  th e  ea rth  s to o d  u p , an d  th e  p rin ces  

assem b led  to g e th e r ag ain s t th e  L o rd  an d  H is C h ris t. ’ F o r o f  a tru th  th e re  assem b led  to g e th er in  th is c ity  

ag ain s t th e  H o ly  S o n , Jesu s, w  h o m  th o u  h ast an o in ted , H ero d , an d  P o n tiu s  P ila te , w ith  th e  G en tile s  an d  th e  

p eo p le  o f  Israel” (c f. A cts  4 :2 4  ff .) .

P ersecu tio n  o f  th e C h u rch , th en , is p ersecu tio n o f C h ris t. C h rist H im self h as g iv en  te s tim o n y  to  

th is e ffec t. F o r w  h en  S au l b rea th in g  o u t th reaten in g s an d  s lau g h ter  w as  b o u n d  fo r  D am ascu s  to  p ersecu te  

th e C h ristian s  th e re , h e  w as cas t to  th e  g ro u n d  b y  th e  p o w er o f  G o d  an d  h eard  a  v o ice  w h ich  sa id : “ S au l, 

S au l, w h y  d o st th o u  p ersecu te  M e?” , B u t h e sa id : "W h o  a rt T h o u . L o rd ? ” A n d  th e  v o ice an sw ered : “ I am  

Jesu s w h o m  th o u  p ersecu tes!” (A cts 9 :4 , 5 ). L et u s n o t fo rg e t th a t C h rist su ffe rs in  th e  p ersecu tio n  o f  H is  

C h u rch , su ffers  in  each  in d iv id u a l C h ris tian  w h o  is p ersecu ted  b ecau se o f  h is  fa ith . W h en ev er  a  m em b er  is  

lo st to th e C h u rch  b ecau se o f rid icu le , th rea ts , o r p h y sica l v io lence , it is to m  fro m  th e m y stical b o d y o f  

C h ris t, causin g  H im  u n sp eak ab le p a in . L et u s reca ll h o w  d ear to H is h eart in n o cen t ch ild ren  w ere. A n d  

sh a ll su ch  little o n es b e to m  aw ay fro m  C h rist in  g o d less sch o o ls th ro u g h lie s an d  d ecep tio n? C an  w e  

w itn ess th is sp ectacle  w ith  a  m ere  sh ru g  o f  th e  sh o u ld e rs an d  rem ain  in activ e?  If  w e  p o ssess  b u t a  sp a rk  o f  

lo v e  fo r o u r S av io r, o u r  h earts w ill su g g est w h at w e  can  d o  fo r th is sacred  cau se  o f  o u r S av io r  b y  p ray er, 

sac rifice , an d  a  fea rle ss  d efen se  o f  o u r C ath o lic  co n v ictio n s .



3 . B u t  C h r is t , to d a y  a s  o f  o ld , is  n o t  o n ly  h a te d  a n d  p e r s e c u te d  in  H is  m y s tic a l b o d y , b u t  a ls o  in  

p e r s o n . C h ris t d w ells b eh in d  th e  tab e rn ac le  d o o r in  th e  M o st B lessed  S acram en t b o d y  an d  so u l. H is lo v e  

h as im p riso n ed  H im  th e re , H is lo v e  k eep s H im  th e re , H is lo v e h as d e liv e red  H im  in to  th e  p o w er o f  m en . 

A n d  w h at u se h av e m en  m ad e o f  th is p o w er? L et u s sp eak  o n ly  o f  h ere tic s . T h ey re fu se to  b e liev e th e  

ex p lic it w o rd s o f C h ris t an d  d en y th a t H e is p h y sica lly p resen t. T h is is b ad  en o u g h . B u t th ey a re n o t 

sa tis fied  w ith  m ere d em als. T h e in su lts w h ich  h av e  b een  h eap ed  u p o n  th e M o st H o ly S acram en t o f  th e  

A lta r, an d  m o re  espec ia lly  o n  th e  M ass s in ce  th e  R efo rm atio n  in  th e  s ix teen th  cen tu ry , w o u ld  b e  in c red ib le  

if  it w ere  n o t fo r in co n testab le  ev iden ce . P o p ish  ab o m in atio n , id o la try , d ev il-w o rsh ip , a re  te rm s w h ich  a re  

n o t o b so le te  ev en  to d ay . A n d  w o rd s  led  to  co rrespo n d in g  d eed s . T ab ern ac les  w ere  b ro k en  o p en , th e  sac red  

h o sts d erid ed  an d  su b jec ted  to  th e  b asest d esec ra tio n . C h u rches  w ere  ro b b ed  an d  d estro y ed . In  F ran ce  fiv e  

h u n d red  sm all an d  fif ty  la rg e  ch u rch es  w ere  razed  b y  th e  H u g u en o ts . E v en  in  th e  little  co u n try  o f  F lan ders, 

ab o u t fo u r h u n d red  ch u rch es an d  th o u san d s o f a lta rs w ere  d estro y ed  in  o n e w eek  o f  th e  y ear 1 5 6 6 . T h e  

o u trag es p erpe tra ted  in  th e  P easan ts ’ w ar an d  b y  th e  Ico n o c las ts a re reco rd ed  in  h is to ry  as a  p ro o f  o f  th e  

ex ten t  o f  m ad  fu ry  to  w h ich  th e  p o w ers o f  d ark n ess  can  g o  ad  m en  ag a in s t a ll th a t  is  h o ly .

In  o th e r  p laces  w h ere  th e  ch u rch es  w ere  sp a red , o u r  S av io r  w as  b an ish ed  fro m  th em , an d  th ey  n o w  

so rro w  in  th e ir  co ld  d esertio n  fo r  th e  h eav en ly  G u est  w h o m  th ey  o n ce  h arb o red . T h ey  so rro w  th e  m o re , fo r  

th ey  m u st o ften  b e s ilen t w itnesses o f  th e  d eg rad atio n  to  w h ich  th e  b est th a t th e ir w alls ev er in c lo sed  is  

su b jec ted .

A t th e  la s t su p p er w h en  o u r  S av io r  in s titu ted  th e  S acram en t  o f  H is  b o d y  an d  b lo o d , H e  fo resaw  a ll 

th ese  p ro fan atio n s . N ev erth e le ss , H is  lo v e  w as n o t d e te rred  fro m  w o rk in g  th is  g rea tes t o f  m iracles . Y et th e  

fo rek n ow ledg e  o f su ch in g ratitu d e h u rt H im  d eep ly . H is co n so la tio n  w as th e k n o w led g e th a t so m an y  

m illio n s  o f  so u ls  w o u ld  ex ert  th em se lv es to  m ak e  rep ara tio n  fo r  a ll th is  h a te  an d  a ll th ese  o ffen ses.

H is  g aze  a t th a t tim e  re s ted  a lso  u p o n  u s . G o d  g ran t th a t  it  w as  a  lo o k  o f  p leasu re . T h e  w o rld  h a tes  

o u r S av io r; le t u s  lo v e  H im  th e  m o re  fa ith fu lly  an d  fe rv en tly . T h e  w o rld  d esp ises o u r S av io r; le t u s h o n o r  

H im  th e  m o re d ilig en tly . T h e  w o rld seek s to  b an ish  o u r S av io r; le t u s p rep a re o u r h earts so  th a t H e  m ay  

a lw ay s  fin d  th e re  a  re fu g e  w h ere  H e  m ay  d w ell w ith  p leasu re . T h e  w o rld  w ag es  w ar  ag a in s t C h ris t; le t u s  

fig h t fo r  H im  an d  sac rifice  o u rse lv es an d  a ll th a t is  o u rs  co u rag eou sly  to  p ro m ote  th e  v ic to ry  o f  H is  cau se. 

Jesu s in  th e  B lessed  S acram en t sh o u ld  b e  th e  cen te r o f  o u r  liv es, o f  o u r  lo v e , o f  o u r th o u g h ts an d  d esire s. 

A ll fo r  Jesu s!

C H A P T E R  X X II

G rie f  o f  th e  H eart o f  Jesu s  a t th e  D ish o no r  o f  G o d

“ T h e y  h a v e  h a te d  b o th  A le  a n d  

\ ly  F a th e r ”  ( c f . J n . 1 5 :2 4 ) .



1 . T h e  h ig h e s t  a im  o f  o u r  d iv in e  S a v io r  is  th e  h o n o r  o f  H is  h e a v e n ly  F a th e r . E v ery  co n sp icu ou sly  

g rea t m an  h as a lso o n e  g reat am b itio n  to  w h ich  h e  d ev o tes  a ll Iris en erg ies . T h e g rea tes t o f  a ll m en  w h o  

h av e  ev er  liv ed  o r  w ill y e t liv e  is  o u r  L o rd . Jesu s C h ris t. It fo llo w s, th e re fo re , th a t H e  p ro p o sed  to  H im se lf  

th e  g rea tes t co n ce iv ab le  p u rp o se . W e  k n o w  H is life 's  w o rk . It w as  to  red eem  th e  m en  o f  a ll tim es  fro m  s in , 

ig n o ran ce , an d  e tern al m isery ; to  lead  th em  b ack  to  tru th , ju s tice , an d  h ap p in ess . B u t th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  th e  

w o rld  is n o t th e  lo ftie s t a im  p o ssib le . T h ere  is a  h ig h er  o n e . n am ely , to  p ro cu re  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d . th a t is , to  

b rin g  m en  to  ad o re , rev e ren ce , an d  lo v e  G o d  ch ie fly  b y  th e  o b ed ien t o b se rv an ce  o f  H is  co m m an dm en ts .

C h ris t H im se lf  h as d esig n ated  th e  g lo ry  o f G o d  as th e su p rem e  p u rp o se o f  H is life . A t H is v e iy  

en tran ce in to  tire  w o rld , H e  sa id : "B eh o ld , I co m e  to  d o  T h y  w ill, O  G o d ” (H eb . 1 0 :9 ). P erfec t co n fo rm ity  

to  th e  w ill o f  G o d  ev en  to  th e  ex ten t o f  lay in g  d o w n  H is life  w as  th e  g u id in g  p rin c ip le o f  a ll H is th o u g h ts  

an d  d eed s. “H e  w h o  sen t M e. th e  F a th er, h as  g iv en  M e  co m m an d m en t  w h at I sh o u ld  say , an d  w h at I sh o u ld  

d ec lare . . . T h e  tilin g s, th e re fo re , th a t I sp eak . I sp eak  as  th e  F a th e r  h as  b id d en  M e” (Jn . 1 2 :4 9 , 5 0 ). “ I h av e  

co m e ... n o t to  d o  M y  o w n  w ill, b u t th e  w ill o f  H im  th a t sen t M e” (Jn . 6 :3 8 ). “ I free ly  lay  d o w n  M y  life . 

T h is co m m an d m en t I h av e rece iv ed fro m  M y F a th er" (c f. Jn . 1 0 :1 7 , 1 8 ). O u r S av io r m ak es s im ilar  

s ta tem en ts  ag ain  an d  ag a in . E v en  a t th e  la s t su p p er, H e  sa id : “B u t . . . th a t  th e  w o rld  m ay  k n o w , th a t I lo v e  

th e  F a th er, an d  th a t  I  d o  as  th e  F a th e r  h as  co m m an d ed  M e”  (Jn . 1 4 :3 1).

W hen  H is so u l w as  tro u b led  to  its d ep th s a t th e  th o u gh t o f  H is im p en d in g  su fferin g s , H e  p ray ed : 

“F a th er, g lo rify T h y n am e” ; b ecau se “ fo r th is cau se I cam e u n to  th is h o u r” (Jn . 1 2 :2 8 , 2 7 ). T h e s in g le  

th o u gh t th a t th is co n ce rn s th e  h o n o r o f  th e  h eav en ly  F a th er, w as su ffic ien t to  ca lm  th e  tro u b led  w ate rs o f  

fea r w h ich  su rg ed  o v er  H is S acred  H eart. E v en  in  th e  G ard en  o f  O liv es, w h en  th e  d eath  ag o n y  h ad  b o w ed  

H im  to  th e  ea rth  an d  w as  fo rc in g  H is  b lo o d  th ro u g h  th e  p o res  o f  H is  b o d y  in  th e  sw ea t o f  b lo o d , th e  o n e  c iy  

th a t escap ed  H is  lip s  w as: “F a th e r...  n o t M y  w ill, b u t  T h in e  b e  d o n e ” (L k . 2 2 :4 1  ff .) .

A t th e  en d  o f  H is life  H e  co u ld , th e refo re , ad d ress  H is  h eav en ly  F a th er  an d  say  in  a ll tru th : “ I h av e  

g lo rified  T h ee  o n  ea rth ; I h av e  acco m plish ed  th e  w o rk  th a t T h o u  h ast g iv en  M e  to  d o ” (Jn . 1 7 :4 ). O n  th e  

c ro ss H e  sa id : “ It is co n su m m ated .” T h en  H e  b o w ed  H is h ead  an d  d ied  (c f. Jn . 1 9 :3 0 ). H av in g  w o rk ed  an d  

su ffe red  so  tire lessly  fo r  H is  h eav en ly  F a th er, H e  b o w ed  H is  h ead  as  th o u g h  to  re s t it o n  th e  b o so m  o f  G o d .

It is tru e  th a t th e  F a th e r g lo rified  H is S o n  as a  rew ard  fo r  H is e ffo rts , H is su ffe rin g  an d  d ea th . H e  

“h a th  ex a lted  H im  an d  h a th  b esto w ed  u p o n  H im  th e  n am e  th a t is ab o v e  ev ery  n am e; so  th a t a t th e  n am e  o f  

Jesu s ev ery  k n ee  sh o u ld  b en d , o f  th o se in  h eav en , o n  ea rth , an d  u n d er  th e  ea rth , an d  ev ery  to n g u e  sh o u ld  

co n fess th a t th e L o rd Jesu s C h ris t is in  th e g lo ry o f G o d  th e F a th er” (P h il. 2 :9 ff) . T h is g lo ry , to o , is  

u tilized  b y  o u r  S av io r to  g lo rify  H is  F a th er  in  tu rn . “G lo rify  T h y  S o n , th a t T h y  S o n  m ay  g lo rity T h ee” (Jn . 

1 7 :1 ). T h e  F a th e r  g lo rifie s th e  S o n  b y  m ak ing  H im  th e  g lo rio u s h ead  o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d , th e  C h u rch . 

T h e S o n  g lo rifie s th e F a th e r th ro u g h  th e C h u rch  w h ich  liv es in  an d  b y H is sp irit an d  w h ich ex erc ises  

u n in te rru p ted p raise o f  G o d  in  h er teach in g , in  th e d isp en sa tio n  o f  h er sacram en ts, in  h er d iv in e  w o rsh ip . 

H er  p raise  o f  G o d  w ill n ev er cease  w h ile  tim e  en d u res . F in a lly  th e  en d  o f  th e  w o rld  w ill co m e  an d  th e  S o n , 

to  w h o m  th e  F a th er  h as  su b jec ted  a ll th in g s, w ill, in  tu rn , su b jec t H im self  an d  H is  tr iu m p h an t  C h u rch  to  th e  

F a th er, an d  w ith  H is fo llo w ers w ill h av e n o  o th e r o ccu p a tio n  th an  to o ffe r to  G o d  th e  e tern al sacrifice o f  

ad o ratio n , p ra ise , an d  th an k sg iv ing . T h en  G o d  w ill b e  “a ll in  a ll” (1 C o r. 1 5 :2 8).

S u bjection  to  G o d  is p red icated  o f  th e  h u m an ity  o f  C h ris t, fo r  it, to o , is  a  c rea tu re . E v ery  ra tio n a l 

c reatu re  is  c reated  to  k n o w , lo v e , an d  h o n o r  G o d ; h en ce , a lso  th e  h u m an  n a tu re  o f  C h ris t. B u t n ev er  h as  an y  

c reatu re g rasped  as p erfec tly  as th e so u l o f  C h ris t th e fu ll m ean in g  o f  th is h ig h est en d , its n ecessity , its  

co n fo rm ity  w ith  ra tio n a l n a tu re , its ex ce llen ce , an d  u n co n d itio n ed  d esirab ility . T h erefo re , n o  c rea tu re  ev er  

ten d ed  so  p erfec tly  to w ard  th is en d  as d id  th e  so u l o f  C h rist o r so  in ex o rab ly  m ad e  it th e  g u id in g  p rin cip le  



o f  th e  w h o le  o f  life an d  o f  each  in d iv id u a l ac t. T h ere  n ev er  w as  a  m o re zealo u s p ro m o te r o f  G o d 's  g lo ry ; 

n ev er o n e to eq u al H im . T h e h eart o f Jesu s is a sac rific ia l a lta r o n  w h ich  th e m o st p erfec t sacrifice o f  

ad o ra tio n  is  co n tin u a lly  o ffe red  to  G o d , a  sac rifice  w h ich  is  p leas in g  to  G o d  ab o v e  a ll o th e r  sac rifices.

2 . T h e  h e a r t o f  J e su s , e n k in d le d  w ith  z e a l  fo r  th e  h o n o r  o f  G o d , k e e n ly  fe e ls  th e  d is h o n o r  th a t  is  

o ffe r e d  to  G o d . H o w  co u ld  it  b e  o th e rw ise?  E v ery  d u tifu l  ch ild  feels  d eep ly  th e  in su lts  an d  in ju rie s  to  w h ich  

h is p aren ts a re su b jected . B u t th e  lo v e  o f  a  ch ild  fo r its p aren ts is sm all an d  in s ign ifican t w h en  co m pared  

w ith  th e lo v e o f  th e  h eav en ly  F a th er w h ich  b u m s in  th e h eart o f  Jesu s. O n ly  if  w e co u ld  u n d ers tan d  th e  

g rea tn ess o f  H is lo v e , w o u ld  w e b e ab le to  fa th o m  th e d ep th  o f so rro w  w h ich  th e o ffen ses ag a in s t G o d  

cau se Jesus . S in ce th is is im p o ss ib le , w e m u st co n ten t o u rse lv es w ith th e co n fessio n  th a t th is so rro w  

su rp asses  o u r co m p reh en sio n . Y et o u r S av io r w o u ld  g lad ly  su ffer s till m o re if  b y  H is su ffe rin g  H e co u ld  

p rev en t th e  o ffenses  m en  co m m it ag a in s t G o d .

Jesu s , w h o  h as  p red ica ted  o f  H im self  m eek n ess o f  h eart (c f. M t. 1 1 :2 9 ). seem s in  H is zea l to  p u t  

m eek n ess as id e w h en th e re is q u estio n o f G o d ’s g lo iy . H e m an ifested  th is ch aracte ris tic a t th e v ery  

b eg in n in g  o f  H is  p u b lic  life , w h en  H e  saw  th e  tem ple  a t Je ru sa lem  d esec ra ted  b y  th e  g reed y  m erch an ts. A  

h o ly  an g er  se ized  H im . H e  m ad e  a  sco u rg e  o u t o f  co rd s  an d  d ro v e  th e  trad esm en  w ith  th e ir  w ares  o u t o f  th e  

tem p le , say in g : “D o  n o t m ak e th e  h o u se o f  M y  F a th e r a  h o u se o f  b u sin ess” (Jn . 2 :1 4  ff). T h e  E v an g e lis t 

ad d s: “H is d isc ip le s rem em b ered , th a t it w as  w ritten : 'T h e  zea l o f  T h y  h o u se  h as ea ten  M e  u p " ' (Jn . 2 :1 7 ). 

T h e  q u o ta tio n  h ere  is  fro m  th e  s ix ty -e ig h th  P salm  w h ich  re fe rs  to  th e  M essias . T h ere  w e  read : "B ecau se  fo r  

T h y  sak e  I h av e  b o m e  rep ro ach , sh am e  h a th  co v ered  u p  M y  face . F o r  th e  zeal o f  T h y  h o u se  h a th  ea ten  M e  

u p : an d  th e  rep ro ach es  o f  th em  th a t rep ro ach ed  T h ee  a re  fa llen  u p o n  M e” (P s. 6 8 :8 -1 0 ). B u rn in g  w ith  zeal 

fo r th e g lo ry o f G o d , th e h eart o f o u r S av io r is co n su m ed  a t th e sp ectacle o f su ch  p ro fan a tion  o f th e  

san c tu a ry ' o f  G o d ; it  fee ls  th ese  p ro fan atio n s  m o re  k een ly  th an  th e  in su lts  G o d ’s en em ies d irect ag a in s t H is  

o w n  p erso n .

If  th e  g rief  o f  th e  h eart o f  C h ris t w as so  g reat a t th e  s ig h t o f  th e  d esec ra tio n  o f  tire  m ate ria l tem p le  

a t Je ru sa lem , w e  can  eas ily  ju d g e  h o w  m u ch  g rea te r it m u st b e  a t th e  v io la tio n  o f  th e  sp iritu a l tem p le , th e  

so u l, b y m o rtal s in . H ere th e w o rld p en e tra tes th e san ctu a ry ' n o t w ith  o b jec ts w h ich  a re as in n o cen t in  

th em se lv es  as  th e  b arter  o f  sh eep  an d  o x en , b u t w ith  a ll th e  m o ra l p erv ers ity  o f  th e  d ev il h im self. T h e  Jew s  

d id  n o t d riv e  tire L o rd  o u t o f  th e ir tem p le , b u t m o rta l s in  b an ish es H im  fro m  th e so u l. “D o  y  o u  n o t k n o w  

th a t  y o u  a re  th e  tem p le  o f  G o d , an d  th a t th e  sp irit o f  G o d  d w ells  in  y o u ?  If  an y  o n e  d estro y s th e  tem ple  o f  

G o d , h im  w ill G o d  d estro y ” (1 C o r. 3 :1 6 . 1 7 ). It w as C h ris ts in ten tio n  to m ak e th e h earts o f  m en  o n ce  

m o re  tem p les o f  G o d  (c f. Jn . 1 4 :2 3 ); s in  tran sfo rm s th em  in to  ab o d es o f  th e  d ev il, "fo r  w h at p artic ipa tion  

h a th  ju s tice  w ith  in ju stice?  O r  fe llo w sh ip  h a th  lig h t w ith  d ark n ess?” (2  C o r. 6 :1 4 .) G race, v irtu e , m erit, th e  

b eau tie s o f  th e so u l, in  fin e , a ll th e treasu res w h ich  C  h ris t m erited  fo r u s a t th e ex p en d itu re o f so m u ch  

en erg y  an d  a t th e  co st o f  H is  life ’s  b lo o d  —  a ll a re  d estro y ed . T h e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d . w h ich  C h ris t cam e  to  

an n o u n ce  an d  estab lish , is  d estro y ed  in  th e  so u l, an d  S a tan  is en th ro n ed  o n ce  m o re  in  th e  h eart fro m  w h ich  

C h ris t h ad  b an ish ed  h im .

T o  se rve  G o d  b y  d o in g  H is  w ill m o st p erfectly  w as  th e  su m  an d  su b stan ce  o f  C h rist’s life  o n  ea rth , 

th e  o n e  d esire  o f  H is  h eart. T h e  s in n e r, o n  th e  o th e r  h an d , in  th e  ac t o f  s in  co m es  b efo re  h is  G o d  an d  say s  in  

e ffec t: “ I w ill n o t se rv e” (Je r. 2 :2 0 ). T o  lead  m en  b y  th e  p a th  o f  tire o b se rv an ce  o f  th e  co m m an d m en ts o f  

h eav en , w h ere th ey  w ill e tern a lly  p ra ise G o d . w as an d  is H is m o st ch erish ed  p lan . S in  lead s m en  to  h e ll, 

w h ere  th ey  b lasp h em e  G o d  fo rev e r. M o rta l s in , th en , is d iam etrica lly  o p p o sed  to  th e  p lan  C  h ris t s tro v e  to  

rea lize . It is  a lto g e th er  im p o ss ib le , th e re fo re , th a t  reb e llio n  ag a in s t G o d  sh o u ld  n o t cau se  H im  g rea t p a in .



3 . W h a t  a r e  th e  s e n t im e n ts  o f  th e  h e a r t  o f  J e su s  a s  H e  c o n te m p la te s  th e  C h r is t ia n  w o r ld ?  A s H e  

lo o k s  u p o n  th o se  m em b ers  o f  H is k in g d om  w h o  h av e  b een  co n sec ra ted  b y  b ap tism  to  p ro cu re  th e  g lo ry  o f  

G o d , d o es H e see H is life ’s am b itio n  realized , an d  g aze u p o n  a  g rea t fam ily  o f  G o d ’s ch ild ren  w h o  a re  

ex ceed in g ly  d ear  to  G o d  an d  liv e o n ly  fo r  H is g lo ry ? W o u ld  th a t th is  w ere so ! E ach  C h ristian  o u g h t to  b e  

an o th e r C h ris t. G o d ’s  g aze  o u g h t  to  re st  w ith  p leasu re  o n  C h ris tian  co m m u n itie s. W h at  H e  h ad  o n ce  sa id  o f  

H is  o n ly -b eg o tten  S o n , H e  sh o u ld  b e  ab le  to  say  o f  H is  ad o p ted  ch ild ren : “T h ese  a re  M y  b e lo v ed  ch ild ren , 

in  w h o m  I  am  w ell p leased .”

G o d  is  p leased  w ith  a ll th o se  w h o  a re in  th e  s ta te  o f  san c tify in g  g race , an d  H is  p leasu re  g ro w s in  

p ro p ortio n  as th ey ad v an ce in  g race b y th e co n sc ien tio u s fu lfillm en t o f a ll th e ir o b lig a tio n s an d  b y  th e  

freq u en t recep tio n  o f th e sacram en ts. A re a ll th o se w h o h av e b een  b ap tized in  th e s ta te o f san c tify in g  

g race?  W e  a re  u n ab le  to  see  th e  so u ls o f  m en . B u t o u r S av io r sees th em . T h is  is  w h y  H e  h as in s titu ted  th e  

sac ram en t o f  p en an ces  fo r  H e  fo resaw  its n ecess ity . H e  k n ew  a lso  th a t ev en  th o se  w h o  h ad  b een  b ap tized  

w o u ld  ag a in  d e lib era te ly  re tu rn  to  th a t aw  fu l co n d itio n  fro m  w h ich  H e  h ad  re scu ed  th em  a t th e  co st o f  so  

m u ch  lab o r  an d  su ch  g reat sac rifices. W e  read  in  th e  firs t ch ap te r o f  th e  fo u rteen th  sess ion  o f  th e  C o u n c il o f  

T ren t: “ If th o se reg en era ted  p o ssessed su ch g ratitu d e to w ard G o d th a t th ey w o u ld  fa ith fu lly g u ard  th e  

ju s tice th ey  rece iv ed  b y  H is g race an d  lib e ra lity in  th e sacram en t o f  b ap tism , th e re  w o u ld  h av e  b een  n o  

n eed  o f  an o th e r sac ram en t d iffe ren t fro m  b ap tism  fo r  th e  rem issio n  o f  s in .” [fo o tn o te : S ess . 1 4 , C . 1 .]

H en ce , it is ce rta in  th a t n o t a ll C h ristian s p reserv e  th e ir  b ap tism a l in n o cen ce . In  th e  ea rly  ag es o f  

th e C h u rch , th o se w h o h ad co m m itted esp ec ia lly g rav e an d p u b lic s in s w ere co m p elled to d o p u b lic  

p en ance . D u rin g  th e  d iv in e  se rv ice  th ey  s to o d  in  a  p lace  espec ia lly  re se rv ed  fo r  th em  so  th a t S t. A u g u stin e , 

in  th e  co u rse  o f  o n e  o f  h is se rm on s, co u ld  p o in t to  th em  an d  say : “T h e  p en iten ts  w h o m  y o u  see  th e re  h av e  

co m m itted  g rav e  s in s.” [fo o tn o te : S t. A u g u stin e , D e  S y m b o lo  a d  C a te c h . C . 7 .] If  w e  sh o u ld  n o w  d iv id e  a ll 

C h ristian s  in to  tw o  g ro u p s , as  th ey  w ill  b e  d iv id ed  a t th e  la s t  ju d g m en t, w ith  th o se  w h o  p o ssess san c tify  in g  

g race s tan d in g  o n  th e  rig h t s id e , an d  a ll th e s in n ers  o n  th e  le ft —  o n  w h ich  s id e  w o u ld  w e  fin d  th e  g rea ter  

n u m b er? T h a t is G o d ’s secre t. O u r S av io r h as sa id : "W id e is th e g a te , an d  b ro ad  th e  w ay th a t lead s to  

d estru c tio n , an d  m an y  th e re  a re  w h o  en te r  th a t w ay ” (M t. 7 :1 3 ). T h ere  a re  C h ris tian s w h o  sp eak  fran k ly  o f  

th e ir s in s as th o u g h  th ey  w ere o f  little im p o rtan ce o r ev en  b o ast o f  th em  an d  try  to  b rin g  o th e rs to  th e ir 

m o d e  o f  life ; m an y  m o re  th e re  a re  w h o  m ak e  n o  a ttem p t to  d isg u ise  th e ir s in fu l liv es ; an d  m an y  m o re s till 

w h o , th o u g h  ad d ic ted  to  s in  in  sec re t, s till s triv e  to  p ass  as  g o o d  C h ris tian s. T h e  d ev il can  p o in t to  a ll th ese  

in  m o ck ery an d  say to C h ris t: “B eh o ld , h ere a re th o se fo r w h o m  Y o u  sh ed  Y o u r  b lo o d  an d  w h o m  Y o u  

m ad e  ch ild ren  o f  G o d  b y  b ap tism  th a t th ey  m ig h t co n stitu te  th e  assem b lag e o f  th e  tru e  w o rsh ip e rs o f  G o d  

an d  h o n o r H im  b y  th e ir th o u gh ts , w o rd s, an d  d eed s: su re ly Y o u  cann o t b e p ro u d o f  th ese d iscip le s o f  

Y o u rs .” C an n o t th e  d ev il u se  su ch  m o ck in g  lan g uag e  in  a ll  ju s tice?  A s  a  m atter o f  fact, is  h e  n o t in fe rn ally  

p leased  a t th e m o ra ls o f  so  m an y  C h ristian s?  A n d  is th e re  n o t a  co rrespo n d in g  so rro w  in  th e  h eart o f  o u r 

S av io r, w h o sees th e h o n o r o f H is h eav en ly F a th e r tro d d en u n d erfo o t b y th e co n d uc t o f so m an y  

C h ristian s?

In  th ese la tte r  d ay s m an y  h av e  b eg u n  to sh o w  o p en ly  sen tim en ts w h ich  fo rm erly  w ere ca re fu lly  

h id d en  in  th e d ep th s o f th e h eart. W ith in  th e p ast th ree o r fo u r d ecad es v ery m an y w h o h ad  p o sed as  

C h ristian s  h av e  th ro w n  o ff  th e  m ask  an d  ex p o sed  ex tern a lly  a ll th e  co rru p tio n  th a t  d w elt  w ith in  th e ir  h earts. 

T w o  v ices  in  p articu la r, co v e to u sn ess  an d  in o rd in ate  lo v e  o f  p leasu re , h av e  m an ifes ted  th em se lv es  w ith o u t 

re s tra in t in  s ta rtlin g  w ays. T h e essen ce o f  a ll w isd o m  fo r th o u san d s h as b eco m e: o v erreach , ch ea t, s tea l, 

ro b , m ak e m o n ey in  an y an d  ev ery w ay p o ssib le . A n d  th o u g h  th e p eo p le a re su ffe rin g  w an t, ch ild ren  



p erish in g  fo r lack  o f  g o o d  fo o d , an d  n a tio n s a re  b leed in g  fro m  a  th o u san d  w o u n ds  in flic ted  b y  w ar, th ese  

reck less  sp irits  caro u se , d an ce, re jo ice , an d  tear  d o w n  a ll th e  b arrie rs o f  p ro p rie ty  an d  m o ra lity .

O u r S av io r s till d w ells in  m an y ch u rch es d esp ite th e g o d lessn ess w h ich  ev ery w h ere su rrou n d s  

H im . W ill o u r  co ld n ess  an d  in d iffe ren ce  cau se  H im  to  d ep art  fro m  u s  en tire ly  an d  leav e  u s  to  th e  m ise ry  o f  

o u r  o w n  ch o osin g? N o t th a t, O  L o rd , n o t th a t! W e  w ill o ffe r rep a ra tio n  to  th e  b est o f o u r ab ility  , w e  w ill 

fig h t an d  su ffe r  fo r  T h y  h o n o r, fa ith fu l u n til d ea th , b e  th e  co st  w h at it m ay .

L et u s  tak e  to  h eart  th e  w o rd s  o f  a  g rea t sa in t, a  g ifted , n o b le , an d  co u rag eou s  w o m an , S t. T eresa : 

"C h ris tian s, it is h ig h  tim e  fo r  y o u  to  d efen d  y o u r K in g  an d  g a th er ab o u t H im  in  H is g reat ab an d o n m en t. 

F o r sm all is th e  n u m b er o f  th e fa ith fu l w h ich  s till su rro un d  H im , w h ile th e  n u m b er o f  th o se w h o  fo llo w  

L u cife r is g rea t. . . . O  (Jesu s C h ris t) T h o u  tm e frien d , h o w  sh am efu lly  th o se rew ard  T h ee w h o  b e tray  

T h ee! O  tru e C h ris tian s , w eep  w ith  y o u r  G o d !” S t. T eresa , p ray  fo r  u s  th a t w e  m ay  w eep  w ith  o u r G o d  as  

th o u  h ast w ep t, an d  a lso  ex ert o u rse lv es to  th e  fu ll m easu re  o f  o u r  ab ility  as  th o u  h ast d o n e  in  o rd e r  to  b rin g  

v ic to ry 1 ag ain  to  th e  cau se  o f  G o d .

C H A P T E R  X X II I

G rie f  o f  th e  H eart o f  Jesu s a t  th e  O b d u racy  o f  S in n ers

“ Y o u  s h a ll  d ie  in  y o u r  s in ”  ( J n . 8 :2 1 ) .

1 . Im p e n ite n c e  is  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  e te rn a l  d a m n a tio n , is  o f  fa ith  th a t n o  o n e  is co n v erted  in  h e ll; if  

th is  w ere  n o t  tru e , th e  p u n ish m en t o f  h e ll w o u ld  n o t b e  e tern a l  as  th e  C h u rch  h as  d efin ed . In  th is  life , o n  th e  

o th e r h an d , rep en tan ce is p o ssib le , w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  g race , fo r ev ery ' m an  w h o  en jo y s th e  u se o f  reaso n  n o  

m atte r h o w  n u m ero u s  o r  h e in o u s  h is  s in s m ay  b e . N ev erth e le ss , it is  tru e  th a t  th e re  a re  in d iv id ua ls  w h o , in  a  

sen se , a re ev en h ere b e lo w  in  th e co n d itio n o f th e e te rn a lly d am n ed . T h ey a re th o se w h o p ersev e re  

s tub b o rn ly  in  s in  an d  h av e  n o  d esire  to  b e  co n v erted . T o  b e  h ard en ed  in  s in  m eans  to  re fu se  to  d o  p en an ce .

O u r S av io r sp o k e  o f  a  s in  ag a in s t th e  H o ly  G h o st w h ich  can no t  b e  fo rg iv en  e ith e r  in  th is  w o rld  o r  

in  th e n ex t (c f. M t. 1 2 :3 2). T h is s in  is fin a l im p en iten ce  w h ereb y m an  liv es an d  d ies in  s in . G o d  can , o f  

co u rse , in  v irtu e  o f  H is  o m n ip o ten ce  co n v ert an y  s in n e r; b u t H e  fo rces n o  m an , an d  if  a  m an  d o es  n o t w ish  

to  b e  co n verted , G o d  d o es  n o t co erce  h im . S t. A u g u stin e  say s  o f  su ch  a  m an : “E v en  w h en  G o d  u rg es  h im  to  

p en an ce , h e m erely  h eap s u p  an g er in  h is h ard n ess o f  h eart an d  In s im p en iten ce ag a in s t th e d ay  o f  an g er 

an d  o f  th e  rev e la tio n  o f  th e  ju s t  ju d g m en ts  o f  G o d ... S u ch  im p en iten ce is n o t p ardo n ed  e ith e r  in  th is  life  o r  

th e  n ex t.” [fo o tn o te : S t. A u g u stin e . S e r m o n  7 1 . C . 1 2 , n . 2 0 .]

E x am p les  o f  su ch  m alice  a re  reco rd ed  in  H o ly  S crip tu re . T h e  lan g u ag e  o f  th e  g o d less is g iv en  in  

th e seco n d  b o o k  o f  W isd o m : O u r life is sh o rt; w h at is to fo llo w  a fter th is life , n o m an  k n o w s. L et u s , 

th e re fo re , u se  w ell th e  sh o rt  tim e  a llo tted  u s . L et u s  ca ro u se , an d  d rin k , an d  b e  h ap p y , an d  leav e  ev ery  w h ere  

th e  traces  o f  o u r  rio tin g ; le t u s  o p p ress th e  w eak , an d  ex p lo it th em , an d  p ersecu te  th e  ju s t  w ith  rid icu le  an d  



v io len ce , n o r  h esita te  ev en  to  m u rd er th em . T h is  is  th e  su b stan ce  o f  th a t  ch ap ter. T h e  H o ly  G h o st co n d em n s  

su ch m en  in  th e fo llo w in g  w o rd s: “T h ese tilin g s th ey  th o u g h t an d  w ere d ece iv ed , fo r th e ir o w n  m alice  

b lin d ed  th em . A n d  th ey  fo llo w  h im  [th e  d ev il] th a t a re  o f  h is  s ide ” (W isd . 2 :2 1 , 2 5 ).

In  th e  N ew  T estam en t w e  fin d  su ch  o b d u racy  in  ev il-do in g  in  th o se o p p o n en ts o f  o u r L o rd  w h o  

w o u ld  n o t ad m it H is d iv in e m issio n  a t an y co st, an d  w h en th ey co u ld n o t d en y H is m irac les , b o ld ly  

d ec la red  th at H e  p erfo rm ed  th em  n o t in  th e  n am e  o f  G o d , b u t b y  th e  p o w er  o f  B ee lzeb u b  (c f. M t. 1 2 :2 4 ). It 

w as o n  th is  o ccas ion  th a t o u r  L o rd  rem in d ed  th em  th a t th e re  w as  a  s in  ag a in s t  th e  H o ly  G h o st w h ich  co u ld  

n o t b e  fo rg iv en . T h e  E v an g e lis t w rite s : “T h a t is  w h y  th ey  co u ld  n o t  b e liev e, b ecau se  Isa ia s sa id  ag a in : ‘H e  

h as  b lin d ed  th e ir ey es , an d  h ard en ed  th e ir h earts; le st th ey  sh o u ld  see  w ith  th e ir ey es , an d  u n d ers tan d  w ith  

th e ir  h earts , an d  b e  co n v erted , an d  I sh o u ld  h ea l th em ’” (Jn . 1 2 :3 9 , 4 0 ). T h e  fau lt w as  n o t G o d ’s b u t th e ir 

o w n  as S t. P au l te lls  u s: "D id  G o d  p erh ap s n o t cau se  th e  tru th  to  b e  p reach ed  to  th em ? O r d id  th ey  n o t  

u n d erstand  th e se rm o n s?  T h e serm o n s w ere  d is tin c t an d  in te llig ib le ” ; b u t G o d  sa id  to  Is rae l: “A ll th e d ay  

lo n g  I s tre tch ed  o u t M y  h an d  to  a  p eo p le  u n b e liev in g  an d  co n trad ic tin g ” (c f. R o m . 1 0 :1 7 -21 ). H en ce  th e  

co n d em n a tio n  o f  o u r  S av io r: “ In  y o u r  s in  y o u  w ill d ie ” (Jn . 8 :2 1 ) an d  b e  lo s t  fo r  ev er; y o u  h av e  p re fe rred  in  

life  to  se rve  th e  d ev il ra th e r  th an  G o d ; fo r  th is  reaso n  y o u  w ere  u n ab le  to  accep t M y  d o c trin e  (c f. Jn . 8 :4 3 , 

4 4 , 4 7 ); y o u  w ill rece iv e  th e  rew ard  fo r  y o u r  o b d u racy  w ith  th e  d ev il in  h e ll.

W e  n eed  n o t g o  fa r  to  fin d  s im ila r tu rn in g  aw ay  fro m  th e  d iv ine  L ig h t an d  re sis tan ce  to  th e  m o ral  

law  in  o u r  o w n  d ay . U n ab ash ed , m en  d ec la re  fa ith  in  G o d  an d  in  th e  C h ristian  rev e la tio n  to  b e  c rea tio n s o f  

th e  h u m an  b ra in , an d  m ain ta in  th a t th e  d estru ctio n  o f  a ll re lig io n  is n ecessa ry  fo r  h u m an  h ap p in ess . B elie f  

in  an  In ca rn a te G o d  w h o  w ill co m e ag ain  to  ju d g e  th e liv in g  an d  th e d ead , b e lief in  h eav en  an d  h e ll is  

ca lcu la ted  to d is tu rb  m en  in  th e p eace fu l en jo y m en t o f m ate ria l b lessin g s; h en ce, th is d e lu s io n  m u st b e  

e lim in a ted . T h e ten  co m m an d m en ts a re p leb e ian p re ju d ices , s in  is a  w o rd  w ith o u t m ean in g . T h e o th e r  

lo g ica l co n seq u en ces  o f  su ch  d o c trin es n eed  n o t b e  im ag in ed ; th ey  a re  b e in g  w o rk ed  o u t rig h t a ro u n d  u s . 

T h e p ro p o n en ts o f su ch  ten e ts h av e ad v an ced  fa r b ey o nd  th e p ern ic io u s d o c trin es o f ev en  th e o b d u rate  

P h arisees  o f  o u r  L o rd ’s  d ay .

A n y  m an  w h o  accep ts su ch  p rin c ip le s , b y  th a t  v ery  fac t d estro y s th e  p o ss ib ility o f  ag a in  o p en in g  

h is  ey es  to  th e  lig h t, an d  o f  m ak in g  h is  h eart o n ce  m o re  su scep tib le  to  th e  p ro m p tin g s  o f  g race . S u ch  w illfu l  

b lin d n ess  o f  in te llec t an d  d e lib era te  p erv ers io n  o f  th e  w ill is  p recisely  th e  co n d itio n  o f  th e  d ev ils  in  h e ll an d  

o f  th e ir  h u m an  co m p an io n s . T h e  o b d u racy  o f  th e  w ick ed  d u rin g  life is th e  in cep tio n  in  tim e  o f  a  co n d ition  

w h ich  w ill  b eco m e  p erm an en t in  h e ll. W e  m ay  h o p e , o f  co u rse , d ra t so m e  o f  th o se  w h o  a re  lo u d est in  th e ir 

o u tc ry  ag a in s t G o d , rev ela tio n , re lig io n , th e m o ra l law , an d  th e C h u rch , a re s im p ly  try in g  to d ro w n  th e  

v o ice o f  co n sc ien ce  w h ich  h as n o t ceased  to rep roach  th em . A s lo n g  as th is v o ice co n tin u es to  u p b ra id  

th em , th e re  is  h o p e  th a t th ey  m ay  re tu rn  to  reaso n  an d  fa ith . U n fo rtu n a te ly , h o w ev er, to o  m an y  su cceed  in  

co m p le te ly  d ru g g in g  co n sc ien ce  b y  th e ir co n stan t o p p o sition  to  a ll its  d ic ta te s. A n d  o n ce  th is  h as h ap p en ed  

th e re  is in te rio r p eace —  th e  p e a c e  o f  d e a th , fro m  w h ich  th ese u n fo rtu n a tes w ill o n ly  b e ro u sed  in  h e ll. 

T h ey  w o u ld  n o t lis ten  to  th e  v o ice  o f  G o d , th e re fo re  H e  le ts th em  g o  acco rd in g  to  th e  d esire s  o f  th e ir  h eart 

(c f. P s. 8 0 :1 2 , 1 3 ). T h is  is  th e  m o st te rrib le  p u n ish m en t  w h ich  G o d  in flic ts  o n  m an  in  th is  life .

2 . T h e  o b d u r a c y  o f  s o  m a n y  m e n  is  a  s o u r c e  o f  g r e a t  g r ie f  to  th e  h e a r t  o f  o u r  S a v io r . W h en  o u r  

S av io r  u n d erw en t H is  te rrib le  an g u ish  o f  so u l in  th e  G ard en  o f  O liv es , th e  th o u g h t  th a t so  m an y  w o u ld  d ie  

in  th e ir s in s an d  w o u ld  rem ain  H is  en em ies  fo r  a ll e te rn ity  w as o n e  o f  th e  m o st p o ten t causes  o f  H is  ag o n y  

an d  b lo o dy  sw ea t. It is tru e th a t ev ery s in  lay  h eav ily  o n  H is so u l, an d  th a t H is  b itte r su ffe rin g  an d  d ea th  

w as an  u n u tte rab ly  p a in fu l sa tis fac tio n  fo r each . B u t w h en  H e saw  m en  w h o  a fter a lo n g  an d  s in fu l life  

w ere, n ev erth e le ss , co n verted  an d  sav ed , H is g rie f  w as ch an g ed  to  jo y . F o r  H e h ad  co m e “ to  seek  an d  to  



sav e  w h at w as lo st” (L k . 1 9 :1 0 ); an d  H e  acco m p lish es th is , H is h eart ’s d esire , in  a ll th o se  w h o  d ie  in  H is  

g race . If  th e re  is  jo y  in  h eav en  o v er  o n e  s in n e r  d o in g  p en an ce  (c f. L k . 1 5 :1 0 ), w h ere  w ill th is  jo y  b e  g reate r  

th an  in  th e  h eart  o f  Jesu s , w h o  h as  m ad e  su ch  sacrifice  to  sav e  th e  so u ls  o f  s in n ers?

B u t co m m en su rate  w ith  th e g rea tn ess o f  H is  jo y  a t th e h ap p y  d eath  o f  a co n v erted  s in n e r is th e  

g rea tn ess o f  H is so rro w  a t th e  u n h ap p y  d ea th  o f  o n e  w h o  d ies im p en iten t. O u r S av io r lo v ed  h im  n o  le ss  

th an  th e  o th er; H e  b ecam e  m an  fo r  h im , su ffe red  th e  ag o n ies  o f  d eath  fo r  h im  in  th e  G ard en  o f  O liv es ; d ied  

fo r h im  o n  C alv a iy a fte r en d u rin g  b itte r p a in . P erh ap s H e h ad  ev en  m ad e h im  a  ch ild  o f G o d  th ro u g h  

b ap tism , com e  to  h im  freq u en tly  in  H o ly  C o m m u n io n , h eard  fro m  h is lip s, h u n d red s o r  ev en  th o u san d s  o f  

tim es , th e  v o w  o f  e tern al fid e lity  an d  rew ard ed  it w ith  th e  ten d e res t m an ifesta tio n s  o f  H is  lo v e. A n d  n o w , 

d esp ite  a ll th ese  b en efac tio n s, th e  en d  o f  a ll th is  is  h e ll.

O u r S av io r sees a ll th o se  w h o  w ill o n e  d ay  d ie  in  th e ir s in s; H e sees th e  w h o le  jo u rney  fro m  th e  

firs t s in  to  th e  h o rrib le  fa ll in to  e tern al m iseiy . In  o rd e r  to  fo rm  so m e  id ea  o f  th e  g rief  o f  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s  

a t th e  lo ss o f  su ch  so u ls, le t u s  co n sid er a  h u m an  p ara lle l. L et u s  tak e  a  m o th er  w h o  h as  freq u en tly  w arn ed  

h er little so n  n o t to w alk  a lo n g  a ce rta in  p a th  b ecau se it is v ery d an g ero u s . O n e d ay sh e sees th a t th e  

th o u g h tle ss  ch ild  h as v io la ted  h er co m m an d . S h e sees h im  a ll u n co nsc io u s  o f  th e d an g er, w alk in g  o n  th e  

fo rb id d en  p a th  to  a  p o in t w h ence  h e  m u st in ev itab ly  fa ll o v er a  p recip ice  an d  b e  cm sh ed . S h e ca lls o u t to  

h im  an d  co m m an d s h im  to  s tan d  s till u n til sh e can  reach  h im . B u t th e  ch ild  m ere ly  lau g h s an d  b eg in s to  

d an ce an d  g am b o l in  h is n ew ly  fo u n d  freed o m . T h en  su d d en ly  a  sc ream  an d  th e  ch ild  d isap p ea rs in to  th e  

d ep th  b efo re  th e  ey es  o f  its  m o th er. W o u ld  n o t th e  g rief  o f  th a t m o th er  a lm o st  d riv e  h er  to  in san ity ?  B u t th e  

lo v e  o u r S av io r  en te rta in s fo r  each  so u l is  fa r  g rea ter th an  th e  lo v e  o f  ev en  th e  b est o f  m o th ers fo r  h er  o n ly  

ch ild . Y et H e  sees h o w  th o u san d s a re  w an d erin g  a lo n g  fo rb id d en  w ay s, p ay in g  n o  h eed  to  H is  ad m on itio n s  

to  s to p  an d  tu rn  b ack ; H e sees h o w  th ey s tu m ble o n  w ith  lau g h te r o n  th e ir lip s an d  fa ll in to  th e ab y ss o f  

h e ll, lo se life ev erlas tin g an d n o t m erely tem p o ra l life . H e h ears th e ir sh riek o f d esp air fo llo w ed  b y  

b lasp h em ies an d  im p reca tio n s  w h ich  w ill n o t cease  fo r a ll e tern ity . T h en  H e  can  rep ea t th o se  w o rd s  w h ich  

H e  h ad  o n ce  u tte red  b y  th e  m o u th  o f  th e  p ro p h et: “ I d esired  n o t y o u r  d ea th , b u t th a t  y o u  b e  co n v erted  and  

liv e . W h y  w o u ld  y o u  d ie?” (C f. E zech . 1 8 :3 1 , 3 2 .)

T h is  lo n g , sad  p ro cess io n  w ith  its  frig h tfu l en d  is  a lw ay s  p resen t to  o u r  S av io r. D ay  a fte r  d ay , h o u r  

a fte r h o u r it p asses b efo re H im , a  p ro cess io n  o f  jo y an d  ju b ila tio n  o r o f an g er an d  rag e ; b u t fro m  th e  

v an g u ard  o f  th is  p ro cess io n , a lw ay s  th e  sam e  g ru eso m e  sc ream s  o f  d esp air reach  H is ea r. W e  w o u ld  a ll b e  

o v erco m e w ith  h o rro r an d  ren d ered  in cap ab le o f  en jo y in g  ag ain  a  s in g le h ap p y  m o m en t if  w e saw  ev en  

o n ce  th is s tag g erin g  trag ed y  in  a ll its aw fu ln ess . B u t w h eth e r  w e  see it o r  n o t, it is  co n tin u a lly  en ac ted  an d  

w ill  b e  to  th e  en d  o f  th e  w o rld , an d  th e  lo v in g  h eart o f  o u r  S av io r m u st  en d u re  th is  p a in fu l sp ec tacle . In  th e  

lig h t o f  th is  fac t th e  G ard en  o f  O liv es  w h ere  th e  m o st v a lian t h ero  o f  earth  en d u red  so rro w , fear, lo a th in g , 

ex trem e w eak n ess , an d  h e lp le ssn ess b eco m es in te llig ib le . “H eart o f  Jesu s , b ru ised  fo r o u r o ffenses , h av e  

m ercy  o n  u s .” G ran t u s  th e  g race  to  u n d ers tan d  T h y  g rie f, to  sy m p a th ize  w ith  T h ee , an d  to  d o  ev ery th in g  in  

o u r  p o w er  to  co n so le  T h ee.

3 . W h a t o u g h t w e  to  d o  to  a lle v ia te  th e  g r e a t  g r ie f  o f  o u r  S a v io r  a t  th e  im p e n ite n c e  o f  s in n e r s?  

A b o v e  a ll w e  can  d o  w h at H e  d em an d ed  o f  H is  ap o stle s in  th e  G ard en  o f  O liv es  w h en  H e  sa id : “W atch  y e , 

an d  p ray .” M ay  H e  n o t say  o f  u s: “ I h av e so u g h t o n e  w h o  w o u ld  g riev e  w ith  M e, an d  h av e  fo u n d  n o n e .”  

L et u s  p ro ve  to  th e  h eart  o f  o u r  S av io r  o u r  sy m p a th y  w ith  H is  g rief  a t  th e  im p en iten ce  o f  s in ne rs .

B u t w e m u st n o t b e sa tis fied  w ith  sy m p ath y  a lo n e. W e m u st cease less ly an d  fe rv en tly  b eg  o u r 

S av io r to g ran t s in n e rs th e g race o f rep en tan ce ; le t u s o ffe r H im  fo r th is p u rp o se o u r g o o d  w o rk s an d  

su fferin g s. D iv in e  P ro v id en ce  h as , as a  m atte r  o f  fact, d e te rm in ed  th a t a ll m u st co -o p era te  in  th e  C h u rch  o f  



C h ris t in  th e  acco m plish m en t  o f  th e  w o rk  o f  R ed em p tio n . T h ey  m u st fill u p  th o se  tilin g s  th a t a re  w an tin g  o f  

th e su ffe rin g s  o f  C h ris t fo r H is m y stical b o d y , th e C h u rch , as  th e  A p o stle te lls u s (c f. C o l. 1 :2 4 ). A n d  th e  

tilin g s th a t a re w an tin g  a re n o th in g  e lse th an  th a t a ll m em b ers o f  th e C h u rch  m u st b e  m ad e lik e to  th e ir 

H ead  in  lab o r, su ffe rin g , an d  co m b a t fo r th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d  an d  th e sa lv a tio n  o f  so u ls . C h rist’s w o rk  is o u r 

w o rk . T h e sa lv a tio n  o f  m an y so u ls d ep en d s o n  u s: th ey w ill b e sav ed  b y o u r p ray ers an d  w o rk s, o r in  

d efau lt  o f  th ese , w ill  b e  lo s t.

S t. M arg are t M ary  A laco q u e  w rite s th a t o u r  d iv ine S av io r o n ce  ap p ea red  to  h er an d  to ld  h er  th a t 

th e d iv in e Ju s tice w as ab o u t to v is it th e s in s o f C h ris tian s w ith sev ere re trib u tio n . “B u t d o y o u ,” H e  

co n tin u ed , “ ra ise  y o u r h eart an d  h an d s to  h eav en  in  p ray er  an d  g o o d  w o rk s, an d  co n tin u a lly  p resen t M e  to  

M y  h eav en ly  F a th e r  as a  sac rifice  o f  lo v e , s lau g h te red  an d  im m o la ted  fo r th e s in s o f  th e  w h o le  w o rld ; p u t  

M e as a ram p art an d  s tro n g h o ld  b e tw een  G o d ’s  ju s tice an d  s in n e rs , to  o b ta in  fo r th em  M y m ercy .” O n  

an o th e r o ccas ion  o u r L o rd  to ld  h er  th a t H e  w as b eg in n in g  to  sep ara te  th e  ch aff  fro m  th e  w h ea t, b eg in n in g  

to  ab an d o n  s in n ers to  th e ir o b d u racy . “T h en  th e  co n sc ien ce o f  th e s iim er  w ill n o  lo n g er  rep ro ach  h im . Iris  

in te llec t w ill n o t b e  illu m in ed  b y  g race , h is  h eart w ill rem ain  d ev o id  o f  co n tritio n , an d  h e  w ill d ie  fin a lly  in  

h is  o b d u racy .” T h e  sa in t b eso u g h t H im  to  sen d  h er  a ll m an n er  o f  in te rio r an d  ex te rio r su ffe rin g s  ra th e r  th an  

p erm it  so u ls  to  b e  lo s t. T h e  su ffe rin g s  sh e  h ad  to  en d u re  as  a  re su lt o f  th is  p ray e r  w ere  so  sev e re  th a t th e  c ry  

w as fo rced  fro m  h er lip s : “O  san ctity  o f  G o d , h o w  te rrib le  T h o u  a rt to w ard  s in fu l so u ls . . . . O  L o rd , co m e  

to  th e  ass is tan ce  o f  m y  w eak n ess, th a t I p erish  n o t  b en ea th  th is  w eig h t.” O u r  L o rd  an sw ered : "T h is  is  o n ly  a  

little  tr ia l w h ich  I h av e  g iv en  y o u  b y  w ay  o f  a  fo re ta s te ; fo r  th e  ju s t en d u re su ffe rin g s  th a t s in n ers  m ay  n o t 

p erish .” A s  a  m atter o f  fact, S t. M arg are t M ary  h ad  th e  h ap p in ess  o f  sav in g  a  n u m b er  o f  s in n ers  fro m  fin al  

im p en iten ce . O u r L o rd  p ro m ised  h er th a t sh e sh o u ld a lw ay s k n o w  w h en  H e g ran ted g race to a s iim er  

b ecau se  o f  h er in tercessio n , an d  th a t if  su ch  a  so u l p ersev e red  sh e  w as  to  sh a re in  th e  jo y s o f  th a t so u l in  

h eav en . H ere, th en , w e  h av e  a  co n fin n a tio n  o f  th e  tru th  th a t w e  can  sav e  s in n ers  fro m  fin al im p en iten ce  an d  

th u s  p rev en t th e g rief  w h ich  o u r S av io r w o u ld  o th e rw ise ex p erien ce if  th ey  sh o u ld  d ie im p en iten t an d  b e  

co n d em n ed  to  h e ll.

B u t w e  can  le ssen  th is g rief  o f  o u r S av io r in  an o th e r w ay , o n e  w h ich  m o re  v ita lly  a ffec ts u s . an d  

th a t is to  g u ard  ag a in s t fin al im p en iten ce o n  o u r  o w n  p art. A s  lo n g  as w e  a re  p ilg rim s  h ere  b e lo w , th e re  is  

a lw ay s  a  p o ss ib ility  th a t w e  m ay  lo se  o u r so u ls . S in ce  th e  g race  o f  G o d  is  n ev er  w an tin g , it d ep en d s  o n  u s  

to  g u ard  o u rse lv es  ag a in s t su ch  a  ca lam ity . W h at m eans  o u g h t w e  th en  to  ad o p t?  O n e  o f  th e  b est m ean s  is  

n ev er to co m m it a s in , e ith e r v en ia l o r m o rta l, w ith fu ll d e libe ratio n . O n e w h o accu sto m s h im self to  

d isreg a rd  sm all s in s lo ses th e  h a tred  o f  in frin g in g  G o d ’s law . d ead en s Iris co n sc ience , ca re le ssly  ex p o ses  

h im self  to  th e  d an g er o f  o n e  d ay  co m in g  to  lo o k  o n  m o rta l s in  as a  sm all m atte r, an d  h ab itua tes  h im se lf  to  

life a t en m ity w ith G o d . T h is p a th lead s to fin al im p en iten ce . H en ce , le t u s b e o n  o u r g u ard  ag a in s t 

d e lib e ra te s in . W e sh a ll s in  o ften  en o u gh  th ro u g h  w eak n ess , ig n o ran ce, o r ra shn ess. B u t le t u s  m ak e  it an  

in v io lab le ru le in  a ll o u r  fu lly d e lib era te ac ts n ev er fo r an y co n sid e ra tio n  to co m m it a  d e lib e rate s in . O  

Jesu s , g ran t u s  th e  g race  to  k eep  th is  re so lu tio n ; d o  n o t  p erm it th a t  w e  b eg in  w ith  little s in s, so  th a t  w e  m ay  

n ev er  fa ll in to  g rea te r  o n es . F o r  th e  sak e  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  Y o u r  d iv in e  h eart  p rese rv e  u s  fro m  su ch  m isfo rtu ne , 

so  th a t Y o u  m ay  n ev er h av e  to  say  o f  u s: “Y o u  w ill d ie  in  y o u r  s in .”

C H A P T E R  X X IV



G rie f  o f  th e  H eart  o f  Jesu s  a t th e  L ack  

o f  F erv o r  o f  H is  F rien d s

“ T h e  c h ild r e n  o f  th is  w o r ld  a r e  in  r e la t io n  to  th e ir  o w n  g e n e ra tio n  

m o r e  p r u d e n t  th a n  a r e  th e  c h ild r e n  o f  l ig h t”  (L k . 1 6 :8 ) .

1 . T h e  l im ite d  z e a l  o f  s o  m a n y  C h r is t ia n s  fo r  th e  c a u s e  o f  C h r is t in  c o n tr a s t  w ith  th e  u n lim ite d  z e a l  

o f  H is  e n e m ie s . It is ev id en t fro m  th e life o f S t. M arg aret M aty  A laco q u c  th a t o u r S av io r co m p la in ed  o f  

in ju rie s w h ich  H e su ffe red b ecau se o f th e s in s o f u n b e lieve rs an d h ere tic s . B u t th e rea l reaso n  fo r th e  

rev ela tio n  o f  th e d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart w as th e in g ra titu d e an d  in d iffe ren ce w ith  w h ich so m an y  

m em b ers o f  H is C h u rch  rew ard ed  th e g reat p ro o fs o f  H is lo v e . T o  b e h a led  b y o n e 's en em ies an d  to  b e  

m isu n d ers to od  b y  s tran g ers is n o t n early so sad d en in g  as to receiv e co ld n ess an d  in d ifferen ce  fro m  th o se  

n earest an d  d eares t to  u s , fro m  th e  m em b ers o f  o u r  o w n  h o u seh o ld . H o w  d ep ressin g  it is  fo r a  m an  to  see  

th a t liis  b est in ten tio n s  an d  e ffo rts  rem ain  fru itless , b ecau se  th e  zea l o f  h is  o p p o n en ts is  fa r  g rea te r  an d  m o re  

p ersev e rin g  th an  th e  zea l o f  h is  fo llo w ers an d  frien d s .

O u r S av io r  ta s ted  th is so rro w  ev en  d u rin g  H is life o n  ea rth . W h en  H is  b itte r  p ass io n  w as  d raw in g  

n ear, Jesu s sa id  to  H is ap o stle s : “O n e o f  y o u  is ab o u t to  b e tray  M e” (M t. 2 6 :2 1 ) an d  "a ll y o u  sh a ll b e  

scan d alized  in  M e  th is  n ig h t” (M t. 2 6 :3 1 ) an d  y o u  sh a ll b e  d isp ersed . B u t w h en  P e ter  assm ed  H im  tiia t h e  

a t least w o u ld  n o t b e  scan d a lized , b u t w as  p repa red  ev en  to  d ie  w ith  H im , o u r  L o rd  an sw ered : “T h is  v ery  

n ig h t, b efo re a  co ck  c ro w s tw ice , th o u  w ilt d en y M e th rice ” (M k . 1 4 :3 0). In  th e G ard en  o f O liv es H e  

b eso u g h t H is  ap o stle s to  w atch  an d  p ray  w ith  H im , b u t a lw ay s  fo u n d  th em  as leep  w h en ev er H e  re tu rn ed  to  

th em . F in a lly  H e  sa id : “ S leep  o n  n o w , an d  tak e  y o u r re s t... th e h o u r h as co m e . . . . B eh o ld  h e  w h o  w ill 

b e tray  M e  is  a t h an d ” (M k . 1 4 :4 1 , 4 2 ). O n  th e  o th e r  h an d . Ju d as h ad  n o t s lep t; th e  en em ies o f  Jesu s h ad  n ot 

s lep t b u t h ad  ca re fu lly  p rep a red  ev ery th in g  in  o rd e r to  tak e Jesu s a  p riso n er th a t v ery  n ig h t. A n d  th e h ig h  

p rie s ts , th e  sc rib es , an d  th e  m em b ers  o f  th e  co u n c il h ad  n o t s lep t, b u t h ad  co n v en ed  a t th e  h o u se  o f  C aip h as  

in  o rd er  to  p ro ceed  a t o n ce  w ith  th e  tr ia l an d  co n d em n a tio n . “T h en  a ll H is  d isc ip le s  le ft H im  an d  fled ” (M k . 

1 4 :5 0  ff .) . A lth o u g h  th e  tr ia l la s ted  b ey o nd  m id n ig h t, th e  Jew s  g a th ered  ag ain  as  so o n  as it w as  d ay  in  o rd er  

to  d e liv e r  Jesu s  to  d ea th .

T liis w as th e ex p erien ce o f  o u r L o rd  d u rin g  H is life o n  ea rth , an d  th is h as b een  H is ex p erien ce  

o ften  en o u g h  d u rin g  su cceed in g  ag es ev en  to  o u r o w n  tim e . L o o k  ab o u t u s! W h ere d o  w e  fin d  th e  g rea ter 

zea l, am o n g  th e  frien d s  o r  th e  en em ies  o f  C h ris t?  C erta in ly  th e re  a re  tru e  an d  n o b le  so u ls  w h o se  d ev o tio n  to  

th e  cau se  o f  C h ris t leav es n o th in g  to  b e  d esired . B u t is  th is  tru e  o f  m o st C h ristian s?  C an  w e  say  a t leas t th a t 

th e ir  en th u sia sm  an d  se lf-sac rifice  is  n o t le ss  th an  th a t o f  th e  o p p o n en ts o f  C h ristian ity ?  H o w  is it, th en , th a t 

th e  o u tsp o k en  en em ies o f  C h ris t w ie ld  su ch  p o w erfu l p o litica l in flu ence  an d  a re so  su ccessfu l in  b an n in g  

th e  C h u rch  an d  re lig io n ? In  th e  c ro w ds  th a t th ey  g a the r  ab o u t th e ir s tan d ard , w e  fin d  m an y , u n fo rtu n a te ly  

a lto g eth e r  to o  m an y , w h o  w ish  to  b e  co n sid e red  C ath o lic s . Ju s t w ith in  th e  p ast  y ears  R o m e  h as h ad  to  issu e  

in s tm c tio n s  rem in d in g  u s  o f  th e  fac t th a t n o  o n e  can  b e  a  tru e C ath o lic  an d  a t th e  sam e tim e  a  p artisan  o f  a  

p arty  w h ich  o p en ly  p ro fesses h a tred  o f  G o d  an d  en m ity  to w ard  C h ris tian ity . It is ce rta in ly  b ad  en o u g h  th a t 



su ch  in s tru ctio n  sh o u ld  h av e  b een  n ecessa iy . B u t h as it b een  o b se rv ed  b y  a ll th o se w h o  a re C ath o lic s a t 

leas t in  n am e?

E v en  to d ay  o u r S av io r sees m an y  o f  th o se  w h o  h av e  v o w ed  fid e lity  to  H im  b eco m e tra ito rs an d  

ren eg ad es: H e sees o th e rs , w h o h av e n o t fa llen  aw ay , it is tru e , b u t w h o w ill n o t h av e th e ir co m fo rt 

d istu rbed  an d  sh o w  d e te rm in a tio n o n ly  w h en  th e re is q u estio n  o f in fo rm in g  o th e rs th a t th ey  a re tired  o f  

b e in g  ap p ro ach ed  w ith  n ew  d em an d s; th ey  m u st b e  co m fo rtab le  a t a ll co sts . T h e  en em ies  o f  C h ris t d o  n o t 

th ink  o f  co m fo rt; th ey  a re  tire less  in  th e  co m b at. A n d  th e  fo llo w ers o f  C h rist m u st h av e  th e ir  re st! It w as  to  

su ch  a m an , o n e w h o w o u ld n o t b e in c ited to fe rv o r b u t w o u ld  h av e h is ease , th a t o u r L o rd sen t th is  

m essag e : “ I  w o u ld  th a t th o u  w ert co ld  o r  h o t. B u t  b ecau se  th o u  a rt lu k ew arm , an d  n e ith e r  co ld  n o r  h o t, I am  

ab o u t to v o m it th ee o u t o f M y m o u th " (A p oc . 3 :1 5 , 1 6 ). N o o n e lik es to d rin k lu k ew arm  w ate r; if  

acc id en ta lly  w e tak e so m e, w e sp it it o u t. T h a t is th e  w ay o u r S av io r fee ls to w ard  th o se co m fo rt-lo v in g  

C h ristian s  w h o  a re  w illin g  to  b e  H is  d isc ip le s  so  lo n g  as  n o  e ffo rt o r  sac rifice  is  d em an d ed  o f  th em , so  lo n g  

as th ey can  b e co m fo rtab le an d a t th e ir ease ; b u t to ex ert th em se lv es  fo r th e cau se o f C h ris t, to m ak e  

sac rifice , th a t th ey can n o t an d  w ill n o t d o . S u ch  zea l th ey g lad ly re linq u ish to C h ris t’s en em ies in  th e  

p u rsu it o f  th e ir  a im s. H o w  m an y  th e re  a re  w h o , fo r a  m ere  b u sin ess co n sid e ratio n , w ill try  o n e  m o m en t to  

p ass as C ath o lic s an d  th e  n ex t ap e  th e  co n v ersa tio n s o f  th e  en em ies  o f  th e  C h u rch ! M an ly  fran k n ess an d  

co u rag eo u s firm n ess is d ecried  as ru d en ess , im p ru d en ce, an d  lack  o f  b reed in g . H o w  m an y fa ir p retex ts  

th e re  a re  to  ex cu se  h a lf-m easu res  in  th e  se rv ice  o f  C h ris t.

2 . T h e  lu k e w a r m n e ss  a n d  v a c i l la tio n  o f  s o  m a n y  C h r is t ia n s  is  v e ry  d is p le a s in g  to  th e  h e a r t  o f  o u r  

S a v io r . “C o m e  n o t to  H im  (th e  L o rd ) w ith  a  d o u b le  h eart” th e  H o ly  G h o st w arn s m en  (E cc lu s. 1 :3 6 ). W o e  

to  h im  th a t is o f a  d o u b le h eart an d  th a t w alk s tw o  w ay s o n  th e ea rth  (c f. E cc lu s . 2 :1 4 ). M en  w h o lead  

d o u b le liv es a re th e o b jec t o f th e rid icu le o f m en  an d  an  ab o m in atio n to th e L o rd . S u ch h esitan cy  in  

ch o o sin g s id es w as a lw ay s h a te fu l to G o d (c f. K g s. 1 8 :2 1). M ay th e L o rd , lo o k in g fo r a d e te rm in ed  

p ro tag on is t fo r H is in te res ts , n o t b e as to n ish ed  ag a in  as o f  o ld , b ecau se  H e sees th a t th e re is n o  m an  o n  

w h o m  H e  can  co u n t (c f. Isa . 5 9 :1 6 ).

O ften  en o u g h  h as  o u r  S av io r  em p h asized  th e  fact  th a t n o  m an  is  w o rth y  o f  th e  k in g d om  o f  h eav en  

w h o  d o es  n o t s triv e  fo r  it  en erg e tica lly  an d  p ersev e rin g ly . “N o  m an  can  se rve  tw o  m aste rs ” (M t. 6 :2 4 ). “N o  

m an  p u ttin g  h is h an d  to  th e  p lo w , an d  lo o k in g  b ack , is fit fo r th e  k in g d om  o f  G o d ” (L k . 9 :6 2 ). H e  lo o k s  

b ack  w h o  is  u n w illin g  to  b reak  o ff  re la tio n s w ith  th e  w o rld  a t en m ity  w ith  C h ris t; h e  lo o k s  b ack  w h o  fea rs  

th a t C h rist's en em ies w o u ld  tak e o ffen se  a t h is d e term in ed  ad h eren ce to C h ris t an d  H is sacred  cau se; h e  

lo o k s  b ack  w h o  is  a lw ay s  ca lcu la tin g  ju s t h o w  fa r  h e  can  fo llo w  h is  se lfish  in c lin a tio n s an d  s till n o t d ec lare  

h im self an  en em y o f C h ris t, C h ris t d id n o t ad d ress th e w o rd s w h ich  fo llo w  to a se lec t b an d  o f c lo se  

d iscip le s, b u t to  th e  m u ltitu d es th a t p ressed  a rou n d  H im : “ If  an y  o n e co m e to  M e, an d  d o es n o t h a te h is  

fa th e r  an d  m o th er, an d  w ife  an d  ch ild ren , an d  b ro th e rs  an d  s is te rs , y es , an d  ev en  h is  o w n  life , h e  cann o t  b e  

M y  d isc ip le ; . . . ev ery  o n e  o f  y o u  w h o  d o es  n o t ren o u n ce  a ll th a t h e  p o ssesses, can n o t b e  M y  d iscip le ” (L k . 

1 4 :2 5  ff , 3 3 ). Jesu s sa id  th a t th e  co m m an d m en t to  lo v e  o n e ’s n e ig h b o r  is  as  g rea t as th e  co m m an d m en t  to  

lo v e G o d (c f. M t. 2 2 :3 9 ); H e in s is ted u p o n  th e co m m an d m en t o f lo v e o f p aren ts (c f. M k . 7 :1 0 ff) . 

T h ere fo re , w h en  H e co m m an d s u s to  h a te fa th e r  an d  m o th er an d  re la tiv es , H e m eans w h at H e ex p ressed  

e lsew h ere  w h en  H e  sa id : “H e  w h o  lo v es  fa th e r  o r m o th er m o re  th an  M e  is n o t w o rth y  o f  M e; an d  h e  w h o  

lo v es  so n  o r  d au g h ter  m o re  th an  M e, is  n o t  w o rth y  o f  M e” (M t. 1 0 :3 7 ). It is  n o t  law fu l  to  h a te  an y o n e  in  th e  

s tric t sen se o f  th e  w o rd , th a t is , to  w ish  th em  ev il: b u t w e  m u st rep u lse a ll, ev en  o u r  n eares t o f  k in , if  th ey  

co m e  b e tw een  u s  an d  G o d , an d  a ttem p t  to  m ak e  u s  fa ith le ss . T h e  v ig o ro u s  lan g u age  w h ich  o u r  S av io r  u ses  

is  in  ten d ed  to  teach  u s  h o w  s tro n g ly  w e  m u st ad h ere  to  th e  cau se  o f  C h ris t an d  h o w  ca re le ss w e  m u st  b e  o f  



th e  u n p leasan t co n seq u en ces  w h ich  su ch  co n d u c t m ay  in v o lv e . W e  m u st b e  p rep a red  to  m ak e  an y  sacrifice  

w h ich  th e  in te res ts o f  o u r  h eav en ly  K in g  an d  F rien d  m ay  d em an d  o f  u s; n o t o n ly  o n ce  o r  tw ice , b u t d u rin g  

o u r  w h o le  liv es. O n ly  “b y  y o u r  p a tien ce  y o u  w ill w in  y o u r so u ls” (L k . 2 1 :1 9 ). “B u t w h o ev er  p ersev e res  to  

th e  en d . h e  sh a ll b e  sav ed ” (M t. 2 4 :1 3 ).

Is th is , p erh ap s , ask in g  to o m u ch ? G o d  is th e in fin ite G o o d  an d  H e o ffe rs H im self to  u s as an  

e tern al  treasu re ; a ll o th e r  th in g s  a re  sm all, c rea ted , p erish ab le  treasu res. W o u ld  it n o t b e  in su ltin g  to  G o d  if  

a  m an  sh o u ld  say : “ I d o  n o t w an t Y o u , I p refe r  ea rth ly  treasu res”?  B u t y o u  m ay  o b jec t: “ I d o  n o t say  th a t; I 

d o  v a lu e G o d  ab o v e a ll o th e r th in g s; o n  th e o th e r h an d . I w an t to  en jo y  th e  treasu res o f  ea rth  to  th e  fu ll 

m easu re  o f  m y  ab ility .”  Is  th is  n o t  tan tam o u n t to  te llin g  G o d : "Y o u  a re  n o t en o u g h  fo r  m e.

I w an t m an y th in g s b esid es T h ee .” D o es tliis n o t im p ly p ara lle l w ith th e se rv ice o f G o d  th e  

se rv ice  o f  fa lse  g o d s  fro m  w h o m  h ap p in ess  is  so u g h t?  W e  a re  n o t fo rb id d en  to  u se  a  s in g le  treasu re  o f  ea rth  

in so far  as it is  a  m ean s  su ited  to  b rin g  u s  to  o u r  la s t en d . B u t w e  m ay  u se  n o n e  o f  th em  if , b y  th e ir u se . w e  

tran sg ress  G o d ’s co m m an d s  o r  a re  d irec ted  n o t to w ard  b u t aw ay  fro m  th e  o n ly  o b jec t o f  o u r  ex is ten ce . W e  

a re  u n d er  o b lig a tio n  to  lo v e  G o d  w ith  o u r  w h o le  h eart an d  w ith  a ll o u r  s tren g th , n o t m ere ly  w ith  a  p art o f  

o u r  h eart an d  a  p art o f  o u r  s tren g th . O u r G o d  is a  jea lo u s G o d , w h o  su ffers n o  riv al (c f. E x o d . 3 4 :1 4 ). O u r  

S av io r is a  jea lo u s F rien d , w h o su ffe rs k een ly  w h en  a  m an  leav es h is firs t ch arity  an d  fa lls in  lo v e w ith  

ea rth ly  p o ssessio n s  (c f. A p o c . 2 :4 , 5 ).

D id  o u r  S av io r  p erh ap s  se t lim its  to  H is  se lf-sacrifice  an d  d ev o tio n  to w ard  u s , so  th a t w e. to o , m ay  

b e n ig g ard ly  an d  sm all in  o u r d ea lin g s w ith  H im ? T h e c rib an sw ers th is q u estio n  an d  sh o w s u s o f  w h at 

sac rifices H is d iv in e  lo v e  w as  cap ab le : H e  em p tied  H im self  o f  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  e tern a l S o n  o f  G o d  an d  w as  

b o m  a  sm all, p o o r ch ild . T h e c ro ss a lso  an sw ers th is q u estio n  an d  te lls u s  o f  w h at H is h u m an  lo v e  fo r  u s  

w as cap ab le : it sacrificed  ev ery th in g , ab so lu te ly  ev ery th in g , ev en  to  th e  la s t d ro p  o f  b lo o d . In  v iew  o f  a ll 

tliis , can  it b e  a  m atte r o f  in d iffe ren ce  to  o u r S av io r if  w e  ask  fearfu lly  b efo re  each  sm all sacrifice  w h ich  

H is  se rv ice  d em an d s: “ Is  th is  n o t to o  m u ch ?  Is it rea lly  n ecessary ?  M u st I ab so lu te ly  d o  th is th in g  o r  can  I 

n o t ev ad e it in  so m e w ay ?” A n y m aste r w o u ld  b e g reatly an g ered if  h is se rv an ts m an ifes ted  su ch  co ld  

se lfish n ess in  h is reg ard . A n d  w e w ish  to  b e th e frien d s o f Jesu s, th o u g h  w e h arb o r sen tim en ts w h ich  

d ish o n o r ev en  a se rvan t? W e w ish  to rep ay th e lo v e o f o u r S av io r, H is su ffe rin g s , H is sacrifices w ith  

ca lcu la tin g  n ig g ard lin ess an d  lu k ew arm  h a lfm easu res?  H e  cam e  to  b rin g  fire  to  th e  ea rth , a  m ig h ty  b laz in g  

co n flag ra tio n  w h ich  w as to  en k in d le a ll m en . A n d  w h at d o es H e fin d  in  so m an y h earts? W eak  sp a rks  

w h ich  ju s t  b are ly  g lo w  u n d er  th e  ash es  an d  a re  ca re fu lly  h id d en  th a l th ey  m ay  n o t cau se  co m m en t. O  Jesu s, 

T h o u  h ast reaso n  en o u g h  to  co m p la in  o f  th e  co ld n ess  an d  in d ifferen ce  o f  T h y  p eo p le .

3 . O u r S a v io r e x p e c ts n o b le s e n t im e n ts o f  u s . If o u r co n sc ien ce te lls u s th a t w e, to o , h av e  

freq u en tly  d isp leased  o u r S av io r b ecau se o f  lack  o f  firm n ess an d  p ersev e ran ce in  H is se rv ice , th e re is n o  

b e tte r m ean s  to  a to n e  fo r su ch  n eg lig en ce  th an  to  fly  to  H is d iv ine  h eart an d  to  p ray  H im  to  en k in d le  o u r 

h earts  o n ce  m o re  w ith  th e  flam es  th a t  b u m  in  H is  o w n . T h e  fire  o f  lo v e  o f  a ll th e  sa in ts  w as  k in d led  a t th is  

so u rce, a ll th e ir g en ero us lo v e  o f  sac rifice  is a  co n seq u en ce o f  H is lo v e. W h o  can  co n tem p la te th e  d eed s, 

th e  su fferin g s , an d  th e  d ea th  o f  C h ris t, an d  s till s triv e  to  d e te rm in e accu rate ly  w h at h e  m u st d o  b ecau se  o f  

s tric t o b lig a tio n  an d  w h at h e  m ay  o m it. S t. P au l to o k  it as a  m atte r o f  in d iffe ren ce  th a t h is lo v e o f  C h rist 

w as d ecried  as m ad n ess . “T h e ch arity  o f  C h ris t p resse th  u s .” L et u s n o  lo n g er liv e  to  o u rse lv es  a lo n e , b u t  

u n to  H im  w h o  d ied  fo r  u s  (c f. C o r. 5 :1 4  ff) . Is it p o ss ib le  to  lo v e  C h ris t to o  m u ch ?  Is n o t a ll th e  lo v e  an d  

en th u sia sm  o f  w h ich  w e  a re  cap ab le  in s ig n ifican t in  co m p ariso n  w ith  th e  lo v e  o f  C h ris t fo r  u s?  A s G o d  H e  

h as c reated  m e, as m an  H e  h as red eem ed  m e, an d  as G o d  an d  m an  H e w ish es  to  g iv e  m e  H im se lf  fo r a ll 

e te rn ity . E v en  th o u g h  I h ad  a  th o u san d  tim es  m o re  to  g iv e  th an  I h av e , I sh o u ld  s till h av e  to  b e  ash am ed  to  



o ffe r  H im  so m eth in g  so  in s ig n ifican t as  a  reco m p en se  fo r  H is  h u m an ly  d iv ine  an d  d iv in e ly  h u m an  lo v e , d id  

I n o t k n o w  th a t H e is sa tis fied  w h en  I g iv e  H im  m y  h eart fo reve r, b u t h o n estly  m y  w h o le h eart, w ith o u t  

g u ile o r re se rv a tio n , as S t. P au l te lls u s in  Ills le tte r  to  th e  R o m an s: “B e  n o t s lo th fu l in  zea l; b e  ferv en t in  

sp irit, se rv in g  th e L o rd , re jo ic in g  in  h o p e . B e  p a tien t in  tr ib u la tio n , p ersev e rin g  in  p ray er” (R o m . 1 2 :1 1 , 

1 2 ).

A las , d esp ite a ll o u r fe rv o r w e sh a ll, n ev erth e le ss , p ro v e u n eq ua l to  th e g rea tn ess o f o u r d u ty , 

d esp ite  a ll o u r  d e te rm in a tio n  w e  sh a ll b e  rem in d ed  a ll to o  freq u en tly  o f  th e  w eak n ess  o f  o u r  n a tu re , d esp ite  

a ll o u r  p ersev e ran ce  w e  sh a ll o ften  s tu m b le  an d  fa ll. O u r S av io r  k n o w s  th e  m ateria l o f  w h ich  w e  a re  m ad e  

an d  is fu ll o f  co m p ass io n  fo r  o u r  m ise ry ; H e  tak es n o th in g  am iss  w h ile  H e  sees th a t o u r  a ffec tio n s an d  o u r 

w ill a re H is , th a t w e a re u n fa lte rin g in  o u r d ev o tio n  to H is p rin cip le s, th a t w e n ev er d e lib era te ly  m ak e  

co n cess io n s  to  H is  en em ies, b u t th a t w ith  a ll th e  re so lu ten ess o f  w h ich  w e  a re  cap ab le  w e  w ish  to  b e lo n g  to  

H im  a lo n e .

L et u s tak e  to  h eart th e  ad m on itio n  o f  S t. P au l: "T h erefo re [th ro u g h  lo v e o f  Jesu s] b race  u p  th e  

h an d s th a t h an g  d o w n , an d  th e to tte rin g k n ees , an d  m ak e s tra ig h t p a th s fo r  y o u r  fee t; th a t n o  o n e  w h o  is  

lam e  m ay  g o  o u t o f  th e  w ay ; b u t ra th er  b e  h ea led . . . . T h ere fo re  s in ce  w e  rece iv e  a  k in g d o m  th a t  can no t  b e  

sh ak en , w e  h av e  g race; th ro u g h  w h ich  w e  m ay  o ffer  p leas in g  sen d ee  to  G o d  w ith  fea r an d  rev e ren ce . F o r  

o u r  G o d  is  a  co n su m in g  fire” (H eb . 1 2 :1 2 , 1 3 , 2 8 . 2 9 ).

C H A P T E R  X X V

G rie f  o f  th e  H eart  o f  Jesu s  a t O u r  C o w ard ice  in  C o m b at

“ C o n d u c t  th y se l f  in  w o r k  a s  a  g o o d

s o ld ie r  o f  C h r is t  J e su s ”  (2  T im . 2 :3 ) .

1 . C h r is t  h a s  c a lle d  u s  to  c o m b a t. Jesu s C h ris t cam e in to  th is w o rld  to  es tab lish  a n ew  k in g d o m  

w h ich  w as  to  p u t an  en d  to  th e  w o rld -w id e  re ig n  o f  S a tan . T h is  w as  n o t

p o ss ib le w ith o u t co m b at. “N o w  w ill th e  p rince  o f  th e  w o rld  b e  cast o u t” (Jn . 1 2 :3 1 ). H e  w as  th e  

s tro n g  m an  an n ed  w h o  g u ard ed  H is p o ssessio n s an d  w h o  w as n o t to  b e  o v erco m e  w ith o u t a  s tru g g le (c f. 

L k . 1 1 :2 1 . 2 2 ). B o th  lead ers m o b ilized  th e ir  fo rces —  S a tan  lu s s lav es . C h rist H is  fa ith fu l fo llo w ers . T h e  

s tru g g le  b eg an , an d  a t th e  firs t en co u n te r  th e  u n lim ited  p o w er  o f  th e  ru le r o f  th is  w  o rld  w as  b ro k en  to  su ch  

an  ex ten t th a t ev ery  m an  w h o  so  w ish ed  co u ld  b e  d e liv e red  fro m  h is  ty ran ny . F o r  th e  in d iv id ua l, h o w ev er, 

tliis  s tru g g le  co n tin u es , an d  w ill co n tin u e , to  th e  en d  o f  tim e . N o  m an  w h o  is ab le  to  fig h t in  th is  b a ttle can  

a tta in  to e tern al g lo ry  ex cep t h e  b e c ro w n ed  w ith  th e  v ic to r 's c ro w n . Jesu s is th e  v ic to rio u s  ru ler o f  th is  

k in g d o m  (c f. H eb . 2 :9 ), an d  a ll H is su b jec ts  w  ea r  c ro w  n s  o f  g o ld  (c f. A p o c . 4 :4 ).

O u r S av io r  te lls  H is  fo llo w ers  ex p lic itly  th a t th ey  a re  ca lled  to  b a ttle . “D o  n o t th in k  th a t I cam e  to  

sen d  p eace  u p o n  ea rth : I cam e n o t to  sen d  p eace , b u t th e  sw  o rd ” (M t. 1 0 :3 4 ). T h ere  is  q u estio n  o f  a  b itter, 



s tub b o rn  s tru g g le in  w h ich  w e m u st b e read y  to sac rifice ev ery th in g , ev en  life itse lf . In  th is s tru g g le , h e  

w h o  th ro u g h  lo v e  o f  life  p lay s  a  co w ard 's  ro le , w ill lo se  Iris life ; b u t h e  w h o  is  p rep ared  to  sac rifice  Iris life  

if  n ecessary , w ill rece iv e life e tern al (c f. Jn . 1 2 :2 5 ). W h en  o u r S av io r w as  ab o u t to  sac rifice  H is o w n  life , 

H e  co m m an d ed  H is ap o stle s to  b u y  sw o rd s in  o rd e r  to  b e  p rep ared  fo r  th e  b a ttle (c f. L k . 2 2 :3 6 ). H e  h ad  in  

m in d  sp iritu a l w eap o n s , a  liv e ly  fa ith , co n fid en ce  in  G o d , fo rtitu d e  in  b earing  a ll m an n er  o f  tr ia ls .

T h is b a ttle is tw o fo ld , a b a ttle ag a in s t ex te rn a l p ersecu tio n , an d a b a ttle ag a in s t in te rio r 

tem p ta tion s . E x te rn a l p ersecu tio n s a re n o t a lw ay s p resen t to th e sam e ex ten t, th o u g h  th ey n ev er cease  

en tire ly . T h e  b a ttle ag ain s t tem p ta tio n , o n  th e  co n tra ry , is an  u n in te rru p ted  co n tes t w h ich  n ev er en d s in  a  

trea ty  o f  p eace  o r  ev en  a  tru ce , b u t is  co n clu d ed  o n ly  b y  d ec isiv e  v ic to iy  o r  d ec is iv e  d efea t. E v en  d u rin g  th e  

v ery  la s t m o m en ts  o f  life , h o stile  fo rces  w ar  fo r  th e  p o ssessio n  o f  th e  so u l. T h e  v erd ic t fo r  o r  ag ain s t C h ris t 

d ep en d s o n  th e  free ch o ice o f  th e in d iv id ua l. T h e d ev il seek s to m ak e th is d ec is io n  in  C h ris t’s fav o r as  

d ifficu lt as p o ss ib le b y co n ju rin g  u p  b efo re th e so u l v ario u s d ecep tiv e an d  frig h t-in sp irin g  im ag es; o u r  

S av io r  en co u rag es it  w ith  H is  in sp ira tio n s  an d  H is  g race . B u t th e  d ev il cann o t  fo rce  th e  so u l an d  o u r  S av io r  

d o es n o t d o  so . M an ’s o w n  free w ill m u st d ec id e  th e  issu e . “B efo re  m an  is life an d  d ea th , g o o d  an d  ev il, 

th a t w h ich  h e  sh a ll ch o o se  sh a ll b e  g iv en  h im ” (E cc lu s. 1 5 :1 8).

In  th is co n test th e re n ev er is an  a rm is tice . A s so o n  as w e b eco m e n eg lig en t an d  ca re le ss , th e  

en em y  ap p ea rs read y  to  in flic t a w o u n d . T h is is w h y  th e A p o stle P e te r w arn s u s to  b e so b er an d  w atch ; 

b ecau se  th e  en em y , th e  d ev il, g o es  ab o u t lik e  a  ro a rin g  lio n , seek in g  w h o m  h e  m ay  d ev o u r  (c f. 1 P e t. 5 :8 ). 

Y et th is n eed  n o t cau se u s ten o r, fo r o u r L ead er h o ld s a  p ro tec tin g h an d  o v er u s an d  d o es n o t a llo w  

tem pta tio n s  to  co m e  o u r  w ay  w h ich  h u m an  s tren g th  can n o t re sis t; H e  is  fa ith fu l an d  d o es  n o t a llo w  u s  to  b e  

tem p ted  b ey o n d  th a t  w h ich  w e  can  en d u re , b u t w h en  H e  p erm its  a  tem p ta tio n , H e  a t  th e  sam e  tim e  g iv es  u s  

th e  s tren g th  to  o v erco m e  it (c f. 1 C o r. 1 0 :1 3 ). H e  w ill n o t tak e  aw ay  a ll o u r  tem p ta tio n s , b u t te lls  u s , as  H e  

to ld  S t. P au l, th e  ap o stle : “M y  g race  is  su ffic ien t  fo r  th ee , fo r  s tren g th  is m ad e  p erfec t in  w eak n ess” (2  C o r. 

1 2 :1 9 ). T o  b e  c ro w n ed  w e  m u st h av e  s triv en  law fu lly  (c f. 2  T im . 2 :5 ).

O u r o w n  ex p erien ce p ro v es  to  u s th a t th is s tru g g le in  o u r so u ls g ro w s fie rce r th e  m o re se rio u sly  

w e  w o rk  to  fu lfill o u r d u ties  as C h ris tian s . T h ere  is  o n ly  o n e  c lass o f  m en  w h o  en jo y  an  ex isten ce  w h ich  is  

m o re o r le ss w ith o u t co n flic t. T h ey a re th o se  w h o  h av e b eco m e so h ard en ed  in  th e ir ev il-do in g  th a t th e  

d ev il n eed  n o  lo n g er  w o rry  ab o u t  th e  p o ssessio n  o f  th e ir  so u ls ; th ey  a re  h is as  certa in ly  as  d eath  sh a ll c la im  

th em . T h a t is th e  p eace  o f  th e  g rav e . "P eace , p eace ,”  th ey  say , “an d  th e re  w as n o  p eace . ...  In  th e  tim e  o f  

th e ir v is ita tio n  th ey sh a ll fa ll d o w n ” (Jer. 6 :1 4 , 1 5 ). W e sh a ll n o t sp eak o f th ese , b u t ra th e r o f th o se  

C h ristian s  w h o  a re  in  th e  m id st o f  th e  co m b a t.

2 . W h a t a r e  th e  s e n t im e n ts  o f  C h r is t  a s  H e  g a z e s  o n  H is  s o ld ie r s ?  O u r  S av io r  lo o k s  d o w n  u p o n  u s  

as  ju d g e  o f  th e co m b a t. S t. P au l w rite s o f  H im : “T h e  L o rd , th e  ju s t  ju d g e , w ill ren d er to  m e a  c ro w n  o f  

ju s tice , b ecau se  I h av e  fo u g h t th e  g o o d  fig h t an d  h av e  fin ish ed  m y  co u rse ” (c f. 2  T im . 4 :7 . 8 ). T h en  h e  ad d s  

a t o n ce : “A n d  n o t to  m e o n ly , b u t to th em  a lso  th a t lo o k  fo rw ard  to  th e co m ing  o f C h rist to receiv e th e  

rew ard  o f  th e ir  s tru g g les .” It is in co n tes tab ly  tru e  th a t w e  fig h t u n d er th e  ey es o f  o u r S av io r ev en  w h en  th e  

s tru g g le  is w h o lly  w ith in  th e  sec recy  o f  o u r  so u ls. O u r  L ead er  co n stan tly  fo llo w s  th e  fo rtu n es  o f  H is  w h o le  

a rm y  an d  o f  each  in d iv id u a l co m b a tan t as  w ell.

W h at d o es o u r S av io r sec as H e rev iew s H is a rm y , th ree  h u n d red  m illio n  s tro ng , d ispe rsed  o v er  

th e  w h o le face  o f  th e ea rth ? H e sees v ario u s g rad es o f  b rav e ry  an d  fo rtitu d e , b eg in n in g  w ith  th e  h ig h est  

d eg ree o f  h ero ism  d o w n  to  o rd in ary , b are ly su ffic ien t co m p liance w ith  th e d em an d s o f  d u ty '. A t th e sam e  

tim e  H e sees a  g rea t d ea l o f n eg lig en ce, sm alln ess o f sp irit, in fid elity , co w ard ice , an d  d efeat. T h e g reat  

h e ro es w h o  g iv e  H im  n o th in g  b u t sa tis fac tio n  a re  co m p ara tiv e ly  few  in  n u m b er; th ese a re  th e  sa in ts, w h o



se rio u sly  ap p ly  th e p rin c ip les o f  C h ris t to  a ll th e ir th o u g h ts an d  ac tio n s , w h o se o n e a im  is to  d ev ise  n ew  

m ean s o f  h o n o rin g  th e ir h eav en ly K in g  an d  F rien d , to  b eco m e  ev en  m o re co n fo rm ed  to  H is co n du c t an d  

m o re p leas in g  to  H im . T h ey a re th o se w h o  say w ith  S t. P au l: "I liv e , n o w  n o t I , b u t C h rist liv es in  m e ”  

(G a l. 2 :2 0 ). M o re  n u m ero u s a re th o se o th e r so ld ie rs o f th e L o rd  w h o  a re in d eed  a lw ay s fa ith fu l to  th e ir 

K in g  an d  a re  n ev er  g u ilty  o f  g rav e  s in s, b u t w h o  a re  fe rv en t an d  n eg lig en t  in  H is se rv ice  b y  tu rn s , an d  w h o . 

co n seq u en tly , a re g u ilty  o f  m an y  fau lts  an d  im p erfectio n s . T h ey  a re an d  rem ain  frien d s o f  o u r S av io r, b u t  

frien d s w h o  d o  n o t a ffo rd  H im  u n m ix ed  p leasu re . B ecau se  th ey  a re n o t fa ith le ss to  th e  L o rd , H e  d o es n o t 

fo rsak e  th em , b u t s in ce  th ey  a re lack in g  in  se lf-d isc ip lin e , H e  ch astise s th em  an d  co m p e ls  th em  b y  in te rio r  

an d  ex te rio r  su ffe rin g s  to  ren ew ed  e ffo rts  th a t  th e ir  n eg lig en ce  m ay  n o t p ro ve  th e ir  u n d o in g  (c f. H eb . 1 2 :6 ).

P erhap s  th e  v ast m ajo rity  o f  C h ristian s, u n fo rtu n a te ly , d o  n o t a tta in  ev en  th is  lev e l. T h ey  o sc illa te  

co n tin u a lly  b e tw een  th e  s ta te  o f  g race  an d  th e  s ta te  o f  m o rtal s in . an d  G o d  m u st o ften  u se  d ras tic  m easu res  

to frig h ten  th em  o u t o f th is ex ceed in g ly d an g ero u s co n d itio n . T h e ir s ta te is co m p arab le to th a t o f th e  

Is rae lites  a t th e  tim e  o f  th e  Ju d g es. W h en ev er  th ey  en jo y ed  p eace  fro m  th e ir  en em ies, th ey  fe ll in to  id o la try  

an d  its  a tten d in g  v ices. T h e  co n seq u en ce w as th a t G o d  p en n itted  th e ir  en em ies to  en slav e  th em . W h en  th is  

s lav e ry  b ecam e in to le rab le , th ey  re tu rn ed  to  G o d  an d  ask ed  fo r m ercy . H ard ly  h ad  G o d  sav ed  th em  w h en  

th e  w h o le  p erfo rm an ce  b eg an  an ew  an d  G o d  w as  co m p elled  to  sen d  n ew  tr ia ls . T h u s, w e  read  th a t th e  L o rd  

d e liv e red  th em  in to th e h an d s o f th e k in g  o f M eso p o tam ia, an d  th ey se rv ed h im  e ig h t y ears; th e L o rd  

s tren g th en ed  ag a in s t  th em  th e  k in g  o f  M o ab , an d  th ey  se rv ed  h im  e ig h t y ears  (c f. Ju d g . 3 :8 -1 2  ff .) ; th e  L o rd  

d e liv e red  th em  u p  in to  th e  h an d s o f  tire k in g  o f  C h an aan  (c f. Ju d g . 4 :2 ); th e  L o rd  d e liv e red  th em  in to  th e  

h an d  o f  M ad ian  fo r  sev en  y ears  (c f. Ju d g . 6 :1 ); th e  L o rd  d e liv e red  th em  in to  th e  h an d s  o f  th e  P h ilis tin es  an d  

o f  th e  ch ild ren  o f  A m m o n , an d  th ey  w ere a fflic ted  an d  g rievo u sly  o p p ressed  fo r e ig h teen  y ears (c f. Ju d g . 

1 0 :7 ). T h u s th e  ca ta lo g  o f  G o d ’s p u n ish m en ts  o f  Israel co n tin u es . B etw een  tim es  th ey  w ere  co n v erted , b u t  

th e ir  co n v ers io n  w as  n o t  p erm an en t.

Is n o t th is a tru e p ic tu re o f th e life o f m an y C h ristian s? W h en tilin g s a re g o in g w ell, w h en  

tem p o ra l p ro sp e rity  ap p ea rs to  b e  assu red , th ey  ad o re  th e  fa lse  g o d s  o f  co v e to u sn ess, p rid e , lu s t, an d  o th e r  

th ing s  w h ich  a re  an  ab o m in a tio n  to  G o d . T o  co n v ert th em  G o d  sp eak s to  th em  th ro u g h  H is  m in is ters  an d  b y  

th e  v o ice o f co n scien ce . If th ese m easu res fa il to g e t re su lts an d  H e w ish es to ex erc ise m ercy in  th e ir 

reg ard , H e  te rrifie s  th em  b y  m isfo rtu n es , su ch  as s ick n ess , b u sin ess  fa ilu re , th e  d ea th  o f  so m eo n e  n ear an d  

d ear. A t len g th  th ey  rea lize th e ir so rry  co n d itio n , m ak e th e ir co n fess io n , a re tru ly  so rry  fo r th e ir s in s, an d  

p ro m ise fo r th e  fu tu re  to  lead  a  life m o re  w o rth y  o f  a  C h ristian . T h ey  a re in  earn est fo r  th e  m o m en t, th e ir 

s in s a re fo rg iv en  th em , th ey liv e ag a in  as ch ild ren  o f  G o d  in  th e s ta te o f  san c tify in g  g race . B u t fo r h o w  

lo n g ?  H ealth  an d  p ro sp erity  re tu rn , o ld  tem p ta tio n s  re tu rn , s in  lu res  sed u c tiv e ly , so o n  th e  o ld  p ro m ises  o f  a  

p erm an en t ch an g e o f  life a re fo rg o tten  an d  th e H o ly S p irit m u st ag a in  d ep art fro m  th e  so u l an d  th e  d ev il 

re su m es th e  p lace  v acated  b y  G o d . Is  n o t  th is  tru e?  Is  n o t th e  life  o f  m an y  C h ris tian s  a  p erp etu a l ris in g  fro m  

s in  an d  fa llin g  b ack  ag a in , a  co n stan t ch an g e  o f  a lleg ian ce  fro m  G o d  to  th e  d ev il?

A re  th ese  th e  C h ristian s  w ith  w h o m  C h ris t is  p leased?  A re  th ese  th e  so ld ie rs  w h o  b rin g  H is  cau se  

to  a  su ccessfu l issu e , w h o  in c rease  an d  b rin g  h o n o r  to  H is  k in g d o m ?  H o w  o ften  G o d , th ro u g h  H is  p ro p he ts , 

reb u k ed  th e  in fid e lity  an d  v ac illa tio n  o f  th e  Is rae lite s w ith  ex p ressio n s  o f  ex trem e in d ig n a tio n ! H e  led  th em  

in to  th e B ab y lon ian  cap tiv ity  an d  w h en  th ey rea lized  th e ir fau lt an d  h ad  a to ned  fo r it. H e  b ro ug h t th em  

b ack  to  th e  lan d  o f  th e ir  fa th ers . In  th e  en d , h o w ev er, H e  w as co m p e lled  to  ab an d o n  H is p eo p le  an d  a llo w  

th em  to  p erish . T h e  g rea te r  p o rtio n  o f  th e  ch o sen  p eo p le  d id  n o t g iv e  G o d  cau se  fo r m u ch  jo y ; an d  s im ila rly  

a  g reat p o rtio n , p o ss ib ly  th e  g rea te r p o rtio n , o f  C h ristian s, cau se  H im  n o th in g  b u t g rie f. S t. P au l, w ritin g  to  

th e  C o rin th ian s, say s: ‘W h y  is it th a t so  m an y  ca lam itie s o v ertak e  y o u ?  T h ey  a re  th e  ch astisem en ts o f  G o d  



fo r  y o u r  s in s. Y o u  a re  b e in g  p u n ish ed  b y  a lm ig h ty  G o d  th a t  y o u  b e  n o t co n d em n ed  w ith  th is  w o rld , b u t th a t 

y o u  d o  p en an ce ” (c f 1 C o r. 1 1 :3 0  ff .) . If  th e C o rin th ian s cau sed  S t. P au l g reat g rief  an d  ev en  fo rced  tea rs  

fro m  h is ey es b y  th e ir m an y  s in s (c f. 2  C o r. 2 :4 ), m ay  n o t o u r S av io r say  w ith  g rea te r  ju s tice  th an  d id  S t. 

P au l: “ I  h av e  so rro w  u p o n  so rro w , fro m  th em  w h o  o u g h t to  g iv e  m e  jo y ” ?  (2  C o r. 2 :3 .)

3 . T h e  c o w a r d ic e  a n d  d is lo y a lty  o f  s o  m a n y  C h r is t ia n s  in  th e ir  s tru g g le  a g a in s t  s in  is  tr u ly  a  c a u s e  

o f  g r ie f  fo r  th e  h e a r t  o f  o u r  S a v io r . W h at k in d  o f  so ld iers a re  th ey  w h o , w h en  th e  s tru g g le  b eco m es a  little  

to o  s tren u o u s , lay  d o w n  th e ir  a rm s in  su rren d er, an d  w h en  th ey  h av e  b een  tak en  cap tiv e  p ray  th e ir  lead e r  to  

lib e rate  th em ?  If  th is  h ap p en ed  b u t o n ce , p erh ap s  it m ig h t  b e  p ard on ed ; b u t a  w h o le  life  w o v en  o f  d e lib era te  

su rren d ers to  th e  en em y  fo llo w ed  b y  ap p ea ls fo r  h e lp , o f  ren ew ed  p ro m ises  o f  fid elity  a lw ay s fo llo w ed  b y  

rep ea ted  re lap ses  —  su ch  a  life  is  ex ceed in g ly  sh am efu l. N o  m ilita ry  lead e r w o u ld  to le rate  a  s ta te  o f  th in g s  

ev en  rem o te ly  re sem b lin g  th is . C an  o u r  S av io r  th en  b e  p leased  w ith  su ch  co n d u c t?

T h e  life  o f  su ch  a  C h ristian  is , fo r  th e  m o st p art, a  life sp en t in  th e  s lav e ry  o f  s in  an d  o f  th e  d ev il, 

in te rru p ted l)y b rief in te rv a ls d u rin g w h ich h e co n d u c ts h im self as a C h ristian sh o u ld . If su ch an  

u n fo rtu n a te co u ld  ca tch  a  g lim p se  o f  th e  co n d itio n  o f  h is so u l as G o d  sees it. h e  w o u ld  b e  h o rrified  b y  th e  

sp ec tac le . T h ere  a re  d iseases w liich  so  d isfig u re  a  p erso n , th a t m en  flee  fro m  th e  su ffe re r  in  h o rro r. A  so u l 

d isfigu red  b y th e ru n n in g so res o f s in is su ch an o b jec t o f lo a th in g  fo r G o d . “A  p erv e rse h eart is  

ab o m in ab le  to  th e  L o rd ” (P ro v . 1 1 :2 0). A n d  so u ls th a t h av e  b een  sea led  in  b ap tism  as m em bers o f  C h rist 

fo rce  H im  to  en d u re  su ch  a  sp ec tac le ! O u tw ard ly  th ey  w o u ld  p ass  fo r  C h ris tian s , b u t in w ard ly  th ey  a re  fu ll 

o f  filth in ess  an d  d ead  m en ’s  b o n es (c f. M t. 2 3 :2 7 ).

T h u s, th ey  liv e  an im ated  b y  a  so rt o f  ap p aren t life , b u t in  rea lity  d ead  u n to  e tern a l life . In  th e  s ta te  

o f  s in  in  w h ich  th ey  liv e , th ey  a re  in cap ab le  o f  p lac in g  a  s in g le  m erito rio u s  ac t; a ll th e ir  g o o d  w o rk s  a re  lo st 

so  fa r as e tern al life is co n ce rn ed . W h at w ill th ey  h av e to sh o w  w o rth y  o f  e tern al reco m pen se w h en  th e  

L o rd  sh a ll co m e  to  rew ard  th em  acco rd in g  to  th e ir  w o rk s? T h e d ay s th ey sp en t in  s in  w ere m an y ; th o se  

sp en t in  G o d ’s g race, b u t few . W h at reg re ts  w ill b e  th e irs in  th e h o u r o f d ea th , b ecau se th e ir h an d s a re  

em p ty , su p p o sin g  th a t th ey  sh o u ld  b e  so  fo rtu n a te  as to  escap e h e ll. U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e re  is g rav e  reaso n  to  

fea r th a t th ose C h ris tian s w h o  sp en d  p ractically  th e  w h o le  o f  th e ir liv es in  th e se rv ice  o f  th e  d ev il w ill b e  

h is a lso  in  d ea th . S t. P au l p o in ts  to  th e  Is rae lites w h o  w ere  w itn esses  o f  su ch  g rea t m arv els in  th e ir  fligh t  

fro m  E g yp t. A n d  y e t G o d  w as n o t p leased  w ith  th e  v ast m ajo rity  o f  th em , b u t le t th em  d ie in  th e d esert  

w ith o u t h av in g seen  th e p ro m ised lan d . T h is is a w arn in g to u s , h e te lls u s , n o t to fo llo w  o u r ev il 

in c lin a tio n s an d  tem p t C h ris t as  th ey  lem p ted  H im  an d  w ere  d estro y ed  b y  th e  d estro y e r  (c f. 1 C o r. 1 0 :1 -1 0 ).

N o . d iv ine S av io r, w e w ill n o t cau se T h ee su ch  g rie f, b u t w e w ill lo o k  to  T h ee , th e  au th o r an d  

fin ish e r o f  o u r  fa ith , w h o  fo r o u r sak e h ast ch o sen  th e  c ro ss. F o r lo v e  o f  T h ee  an d  co n fid in g  in  T h ee , w e  

w ill n o t g row  w eary , b u t re sis t ev en  u n to  b lo o d  in  th e s tru g g le w ith  s in , an d  so o ner sacrifice o u r m o st 

ch erish ed  p o ssess io n  th an  v io la te o u r  v o w  o f  fid elity  (c f. H eb . 1 2 :2  ff) . W e w ill fig h t th e g o o d  fig h t o f  

fa ith  w ith  T h ee  an d  fo r  T h ee ; w e  w ill k eep  T h y  co m m an d m en ts  in v io la te  th a t T h o u  m ay  est  b e  p leased  w ith  

u s  an d  w e  m ay  b e  fo u n d  b lam eless  o n  th e  d ay  o f  T h y  co m ing  (c f. 1 T im . 6 :1 2 -1 4 ).

C H A P T E R  X X V I

G rie f  o f  th e  H eart  o f  Jesu s  a t th e  C o ld n ess o f  so  M an y



C h ris tian s T o w ard  th e  S acram en t o f  H is  L o v e

“ W o u ld  th a t  y o u  k n e w  a ls o  th e  c h a r i ty  o f  C h r is t ,  

w h ic h  s u r p a s se th  a ll  k n o w le d g e !”  (C f. E p h . 3 :1 9 .)

1 . O u r  d iv in e  S a v io r  c o m p la in e d  to  S t . M a r g a r e t  M a r y  A la c o q u e  e s p e c ia l ly  o f  th e  in g r a t i tu d e  o f  

s o  m a n y  m e n  to w a r d  th e  S a c ra m e n t  o f  H is  L o v e . A s  m an ifes ta tio n s  o f  su ch  in g ra titud e , H e  p o in ted  to  th e ir 

irrev e ren ce , sac rileg e , co ld n ess , an d  in d iffe ren ce .

S acrileg e is th e  p ro fan a tio n  b y  u n w o rth y  u se o f  o b jec ts co n sec ra ted  to G o d . O f a ll h o ly  th in g s  

g iv en  m an  fo r h is  u se , th e  M o st B lessed  S acram en t o f  th e  A lta r is th e  h o lie s t. T h a t is w h y  w e  ca ll it “ th e  

M o st B lessed ” S acram en t. T o p ro fan e it, th e re fo re , is o n e o f th e w o rst an d m ean est o f c rim es . T h e  

co n sec ra ted  h o sts re se rv ed  in  o u r tabe rnac les  m ay  b e p ro fan ed  in  tw o w ay s: e ith e r b y  u n w o rth y sacra ­

m en ta l recep tio n  o r  b y  n o n sac ram en ta l  m isu se, su ch  as  b y  fo rc in g  o p en  th e  tab e rn ac le , s tea lin g  th e  sacred  

v esse ls  w ith  th e ir  co n ten ts , th ro w in g  th e  sac red  sp ecies  o n  th e  g ro u n d  o r  o th e rw ise  ab u sin g  th em . H o w  an y  

C h ris tian  w h o  rea lly  b e liev es  th a t  o u r  L o rd  is  p resen t  in  th e  B lessed  S acram en t o f  th e  A ltar  can  co m m it tin s  

la tte r  c rim e , is u n in te llig ib le . D u rin g  th e  ag es o f  fa ith , c iv il law s m ad e it an  o ffen se  p u n ish ab le  b y  d ea th . 

T h is c rim e  is n o t u n k n o w n  ev en  to d ay  as  th e  n ew sp ap ers a ll to o  freq u en tly  in fo rm  u s . F o r  lo v e  o f  u s  Jesus  

is  p resen t in  th e  B lessed  S acram en t o f  th e  A ltar  as G o d  an d  m an , an d  p ro flig a te m en  rew ard  su ch  lo v e  b y  

illtrea tin g  o u r eu ch aristie S av io r in  a  m o st sh am efu l m an n er. H o w  d o es G o d  reg ard  su ch  c rim es? K in g  

N ab u ch o do n o so r h ad  th e  g o ld  an d  s ilv e r  v esse ls o f  th e  tem p le  b ro u g h t  fro m  Je ru salem  to  B ab y lo n . H is so n  

B alta sa r o rd e red  th a t th ey  b e  b ro u g h t  fo rth  a t a  b an q u e t an d  h e  an d  h is g u ests d ran k  fro m  th em . A t o n ce  a  

h an d  ap p ea red  w ritin g o n  th e  w all o f  th e  b an q u e t h a il an d  an n o u n c in g  th a t h is k in g d o m  w o u ld  b e  tak en  

fro m  h im  an d  g iv en  to  tire M ed es  an d  P ersian s b ecau se  h e  h ad  in su lted  th e R u le r o f  h eav en  an d  h ad  u sed  

th e sac red  v esse ls o f G o d ’s h o u se as o rd in a ry d rin k in g  cu p s . T h a t v ery n ig h t h e w as m u rd ered  an d  h is  

k in g d om  fe ll in to  th e  h an d s o f  h is en em ies (c f. D an . 5 ). T h is w as G o d ’s p u n ish m en t fo r th e sac rileg io u s  

m isu se  o f  sac red  v esse ls. B u t w h at a re  a ll th e  sac red  v esse ls  o f  Je ru sa lem ’s tem ple  in  co m p ariso n  w ith  th e  

M o st B lessed  S acram en t in  w h ich  th e K in g  o f  h eav en  is p resen t w ith  H is h u m an ity  an d  d iv in ity ? S acri­

leg io u s m isu se o f  th e B lessed S acram en t is , th e re fo re , a  fa r m o re d am n ab le c rim e th an  th e sac rileg e o f  

B alta sa r; it  is  a  m o st g riev o u s  in su lt  o ffe red  to  o u r  d iv ine  S av io r.

B u t o u r  S av io r  is  m o re  freq u en tly  d ish on o red  in  th e  B lessed  S acram en t  b y  u n w o rth y  co m m u n io n s . 

T h e C o u n c il o f  T ren t su m s u p  th e  C ath o lic  teach in g  o n  H o ly  C o m m u n io n  in  th e  fo llo w in g  w o rd s: "S in ce  

sacred  fu n ctio ns  m ay  b e  p erfo rm ed  o n ly  in  a  h o ly  m an n er, it  fo llo w s  th a t ev ery  C h ristian  m u st  b e  th e  m o re  

o n  h is  g u ard  n o t to  ap p ro ach  th e  h o ly  tab le  w ith o u t su ffic ien t rev e ren ce  an d  h o liness ; th e  m o re  h e  rea lizes  

th e  h o lin ess an d  d iv in ity  o f  th is  h eav en ly  S acram en t, espec ia lly  s in ce  w e  h av e  th o se  te rrify in g  w o rd s  o f  th e  

A p o stle : ‘F o r h e th a t ea te th an d d rin k e th u n w o rth ily , ea teth an d d rin k e th ju d g m en t to h im se lf, n o t  

d isce rn in g  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  L o rd ’ (1 C o r. 1 6 :2 9 ). W h ere fo re , le t h im  w h o  w ish es  to  co m m u n icate reca ll to  

m in d  th a t  p recep t o f  th e  A p o stle : ‘B u t le t a  m an  p ro v e  h im se lf ’ (1  C o r. 1 1 :2 8 ). T h ese  w o rd s , acco rd ing  to  

th e  tim e-h o n o red  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  C h u rch , m ean  th a t n o  o n e  w h o  is  co n sc io us  o f  m o rta l s in , n o  m atte r 

h o w  ce rta in  h e  m ay  b e  th a t h e  h as e lic ited  an  ac t o f  p erfec t co n tritio n , m ay  ap p ro ach  th e  h o ly  tab le  b efo re  

h e  h as  b een  ab so lv ed  in  sac ram en tal co n fess io n .” T h e  o p p o site  d o c trin e  is  an ath em atized , [fo o tn o te: S ess .



2 3 , c . 7 , can . 1 1 .] T h e C h u rch  w o u ld  n o t sp eak  in  th is m aim er if  sh e  d id  n o t co n sid e r th e  u n w o rth y  recep ­

tio n  o f th e B lessed S acram en t a v ery g riev ou s o ffen se ag a in s t o u r L o rd ; y e t H e su ffers th is in ju ry a  

co u n tle ss n u m b er o f tim es a t th e h an d s o f th o se C h ris tian s w h o w ish  b y  th e recep tio n o f th e B lessed  

S acram en t to  p o se  b efo re m en  as fa ith fu l m em b ers o f  th e  C h u rch . T h ey  can  d ece iv e  m en . b u t th ey  can n o t 

d ece iv e G o d . an d  if  o u r  S av io r co m p la in s o f  su ch  sac rileg e , H e  d o es so  b ecau se  th e  co m m u n io n s o f  m an y  

a re  an  ab o m in atio n  in  H is  ey es .

T h e  reaso n  w h y  th e  u n w o rth y  recep tio n  o f  H o ly  C o m m u n io n  is  su ch  a  g reat c rim e , is  th a t b y  it  th e  

h u m an ity  o f  C h ris t is co m p elled  to  en te r  th e  so u l o f  a  m an  in  w h ich  th e  d ev il s till d w ells  w h o , w e  m ay  say , 

w elco m es C h ris t w ith sco rn fu l lau g h te r. T h is S acram en t h as b een  in s titu ted  b y C h ris t as th e esp ecia l 

S acram en t o f  H is  L o v e, to  en k in d le  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  in  o u r  h earts  a t th e  so u rce  o f  lo v e . H is  d iv in e  H eart. In  

a sac rileg io u s  co m m u n io n , h o w ev er, th e  so u l te lls  Jesu s : “Y o u  cam e  to  m e  to  in c rease in  m y  h eart lo v e  fo r  

Y o u ; b u t I d o  n o t ca re  to  lo v e  Y o u ; I  p re fe r  to  b e  w ith  Y o u r  en em ies.” In  th is  fa sh io n  th e  lo v e  o f  o u r  S av io r  

is  d erid ed .

B u t Jesu s h as reaso n  to co m p la in o f m an y o th e r C h ristian s w h o  a re n o t g u ilty o f su ch  c rim es.  

T h e ir co ld n ess  an d  in d iffe ren ce  g rieve  H im . H e  fee ls th is  th e  m o re  k een ly , p rec ise ly  b ecau se  th ey  a re  H is  

frien d s , an d  b ecau se th ey d o  n o t seem  to see an y th in g  u n seem ly  in  trea tin g H im , th e ir n o b les t an d  b est 

F rien d , in  a  m an n er  in  w h ich  th ey  w o u ld  n o t  trea t a  fe llo w  b e in g  to  w h o m , b ecau se  o f  h is  d ig n ity  o r  s ta tio n , 

th ey  o w ed  re sp ect.

2 . U n b e c o m in g  c o n d u c t to w a r d  th e  B le s se d  S a c r a m e n t o f  th e  A lta r . L o v e , b y its v ery n a tu re , 

d em an d s a  re tu rn  o f  lo v e . In  p ro p ortio n  as a  frien d  g iv es g rea ter  p ro o fs  o f  lo v e , in  th e  sam e p ro p o rtio n  h e  

m ay  ex p ec t a  m o re  read y  reco g n itio n  an d  m o re  h eartfe lt re tu rn  o f  lo v e . T h e  g rea te r h is e ffo rts  to  se rv e h is  

frien d , th e  g rea ter th e sacrifices , th e  g rea te r th e  ad v an tag es  w h ich  h e  p ro cu res  fo r h im , th e  m o re  d eep ly  is  

h e  g riev ed  if  th a t  frien d , d esp ite  it a ll, rem ain s  co ld  an d  p retend s  th a t n o  se rv ice  h as  b een  ren d ered , o r  tak es 

it a ll as  a  m atte r o f  co u rse . S im ila rly  o u r  S av io r  is  d eep ly  g riev ed  if  H is  frien d s  trea t H im  co ld ly  esp ec ia lly  

in  th a t S acram en t in  w h ich , acco rd in g  to  th e  w o rd s o f  th e  C o u n c il o f  T ren t, “H e  h as  p o u red  o u t, as it w ere, 

a ll th e  treasu res o f  H is d iv in e lo v e  fo r m en .” [fo o tn o te : S ess. 1 3 , c . 2 .] H is lo v e co m p e ls H im  to  rem ain  

co n stan tly  in  o u r  m id st; H is lo v e  h id es H im  u n d er  th e  in s ig n ifican t  ap p ea ran ces  o f  b read  so  th a t H e m ay  

u n ite H im self to  u s th e m o re in tim a te ly ; H is lo v e d e liv e rs H im  u n resis tin g in to m an ’s p o w er; H is lo v e  

m ak es  o f  H im  a  d a ily  sac rifice  to  H is  h eav en ly  F a th er; H is  lo v e  im p riso n s H im  in  th e  tab e rn ac le  w h ere  H e  

w aits  d ay  an d  n ig h t  to  g iv e  u s  o f  H is  b lessin g s . A n d  H is  frien d s?

W e  can n o t d en y  th a t m an y  C h ris tian s a re  w an tin g  in  ap p recia tio n  o f  th is  M o st B lessed  S acram en t. 

A fte r  a ll, w h at is  th e  m o st p recio u s  treasu re  w e  h av e  o n  ea rth ?  S u p p o se  w e  g a th ered  to g e th e r in to  o n e  p lace  

a ll th e  g o ld  an d  p rec iou s  s to n es  in  th e  p o ssess io n  o f  m en , su p p o se  w e  h eap ed  u p  a ll th e  p rec io u s  th in g s  th a t 

a re fo u n d e ith e r o n th e su rface o r b en ea th th e su rface o f th is ea rth , an d th en p u t b esid e th em  o n e  

co n sec ra ted  h o st. W h ere  w o u ld  w e  fin d  th e  g rea te r  v a lu e?  T h e  treasu res o f  ea rth  ce rta in ly  p o ssess g rea ter 

ex te rn a l sp lend o r; b esid e  it, th e  little , in co n sp icu o u s  h o st is lo s t. A n d  y e t, th is h o st co n ta in s  th e  C rea to r o f  

h eav en  an d  ea rth  w h o  h as  ca lled  a ll th ese  treasu res an d  in fin ite ly  m an y  m o re  fro m  n o th in g n ess in to  b e in g . 

In  th em  w e  fin d  a  d ead , co ld  sp len d o r  w h ich  can  co n ju re  u p  b efo re  o u r  ey es fa lse  h ap p in ess ; in  th e  sac red  

h o st a liv in g  h eart b ea ts  fo r  u s , a  d iv in e  h eart o v erflow in g  w ith  lo v e , w h ich  d esire s an d  h as th e  p o w er to  

m ak e  u s  e te rna lly  h ap p y . In  th e  sacred  h o st w e  h av e  th e  in fin ite G o o d  w ith  w h ich  c rea ted  treasu res can n o t 

b e co m p ared . A n d  y e t, w ith  w h at h ap p y an tic ip atio n o u r h earts b ea t a t th e p ro sp ect th a t so m e earth ly  

treasu re is ab o u t to  co m e in to  o u r  p o ssessio n ; w h ile  th e  ce rta in ty  th a t o u r S av io r is ab o u t to  co m e  to  u s  in  

H o ly  C o m m u n io n  leav es  u s  u n m o v ed .



"T h is is  tru e,"  so m eo n e  m ay  say , “b u t if  I co u ld  h av e  a t m y  co n stan t d isp o sa l a ll m an n er  o f  earth ly  

rich es,  ju s t as I can  receiv e  H o ly  C o m m u n io n  ev e iy  d ay , th e  p ro sp ect o f  th e ir acq u is itio n  w o u ld  n o t m ak e  

su ch  an  im p ress io n  o n  ru e ." O  d iv in e Jesu s , it is ac tu ally  T h y  b o u n d less lo v e , if  w e m ay say so , w h ich  

d efea ts its  o w n  en d . If  T h o u  h ad st d em an d ed  g reat e ffo rt an d  sac rifices as a  n ecessa ry  co n d itio n  to  receiv e  

T h ee in  H o ly  C o m m u n io n  o r  to  v is it T h ee  fro m  tim e  to  tim e , w e  w o u ld  h av e  g rea ter ap p rec ia tio n o f, an d  

rev e ren ce  fo r, th is g ift o f  lo v e . B u t T h y  lo v e  fo r u s  w o u ld  n o t su ffe r  th is to  b e  so . T h o u  d id st w ish  to  b e  

w ith  u s a lw ay s , p repa red  each  m o m en t to rece iv e o u r v is its , an x io u s to co m e in to o u r h earts d a ily . In  

g ra titu d e fo r th is g rea te r lo v e , w e lo se  o u r rev eren ce , a llo w  o u r en th u sia sm  to  g ro w  co ld , an d  lo o k  u p o n  

T h y  g racio u sn ess as so m eth in g  co m m o n! W e re tu rn  th e  g rea te s t lo v e , ju s t b ecau se  it is so  g rea t, w ith  th e  

g rea tes t in d iffe ren ce .

W e m u st n o t im ag in e , h o w ev er, th a t o u r S av io r ex p ec ts u s to liv e in a s ta te o f p erp e tu a l 

ex c item en t an d  ecs ta sy  b ecau se o f  H is S acram en ta l P resen ce. W e  co u ld  n o t d o  th is ev en  if  w e  w o u ld , n o r 

d o es  H e  d em an d  it o f  u s . W h at H e  d o es  d em an d  is o u r  g o o d  w ill, a  liv e ly  fa ith , an d  co n d uc t in  co n fo rm ity  

w ith  o u r fa ith . T h is liv e ly fa ith  in  th e R ea l P resen ce w ill p ro m p t u s to th in k  o f H im  o ften , v is it H im  

freq u en tly in  th e S acram en t o f  H is lo v e , an d  co m p ort o u rse lv es in  H is p resen ce  w ith  th e  rev eren ce  th a t is  

d u e th e K in g  o f h eav en  an d  ea rth . If w e co m p are H is d ig n ity an d m ajesty w ith  th e co n d u c t o f m an y  

C h ristian s  w h ile  in  ch u rch , w e  m u st ad m it th a t th e  e fficacy  o f  th e ir  fa ith  leav es  m u ch  to  b e  d esired . L o o k  a t 

th em  as th ey en te r th e ch u rch  w h ere th e ir G o d  d w ells in  th e tab e rn ac le . T h ey k n o w  h o w  to m ak e th e  

d eep est an d  m o st cap tiv atin g  co u rte s ies b efo re m en  o f  h ig h  s ta tio n . B u t d o  th ey  m ak e  a  rea l g en u flectio n  

b efo re  th e ir  S av io r?  N o , e ith e r  th ey  co n sid er a ll ex te rn a l m ark s  o f  rev eren ce  su p erflu o u s , o r  th ey  m ak e  an y  

so rt o f  aw k w ard  g estu re b y  b en d in g  o n e k n ee a lm o st im p ercep tib ly , w liich  a t b est m ig h t p ass as a  v ag u e  

su g g estio n  o f  a  g en u flec tio n , b u t o n e w h ich  th ey  w o u ld  ce rta in ly  d eem  u n w o rth y  in  th e  p resen ce o f  an y  

m an  o f  h ig h  s ta tio n . D u rin g  th e  d iv in e  se rv ice  th ey  p erm it n o t o n ly  th e ir  th o u g h ts, b u t th e ir  ey es as  w ell to  

w an d er ab o u t, b ecau se m an y  tilin g s seem  to  th em  m o re  w o rth y  o f  a tten tio n  th an  th e ir G o d  p resen t o n  th e  

a lta r. Is th e n u m b er o f th o se p erh ap s sm all w h o lo o k u p o n (o r a t least accep t) d iv in e w o rsh ip  as an  

ex ce llen t o p p o rtu n ity  to  see o th e rs an d  to  b e  seen  b y  th em ? S o m e can n o t ev en  co n tro l th e ir  to n g u e  fo r so  

sh o rt a tim e fo r lo v e o f th e ir S av io r, b u t m u st m ak e in an e rem ark s to th e ir n e ig hb o rs . D u rin g th e  

co n sec ra tion th ey b o w  a b it p erh ap s , an d m ak e so m e m o tio n s w ith  th e h an d  w h ich  rem o te ly  re sem b le  

s trik ing  o f th e b reast. W h en  M ass is a lm o st o v er, an  ex o d u s) fro m  th e ch u rch  b eg in s as th o u g h ev ery  

m o m en t  w ere  lo s t th a t is  sp en t  in  ch u rch  b eyo nd  w h at is  ab so lu te ly  n ecessa ry .

T h is  g en eral sk e tch  in d ica tes  th a t th e  co m p la in t o f  o u r  S av io r  fo r  th e  irrev eren ce , in d ifferen ce , an d  

co ld n ess w h ich  m en  ex h ib it to w ard  H im  in  th e S acram en t o f H is lo v e is ju s t. T h ere a re p ro b ab ly  few  

C ath o lic s w h o h av e n o th in g  to . rep ro ach  th em se lv es  w ith  o n  th is sco re . W e sh a ll n o d o u b t; o n e d ay  b e  

su rp rised  a t th e ex ten t o f th e p u n ish m en t w e sh a ll h av e to en d u re in  p u rg ato ry  b ecau se o f o u r lack  o f  

rev eren ce in  th e p resen ce o f  th e B lessed S acram en t. T h e m o st p ro fo u n d  m y ste ries o f  o u r fa ith  cease to  

m ak e an  im p ress io n  o n  u s if  w e d o  n o t co nstan tly  ren ew  o u r  fa ith  an d  fe rv o r. T h is is th e reaso n  w h y  o u r 

S av io r rev ea led  th e  d ev o tio n  to  H is S acred  H eart. H e  w an ted  to  rem in d  u s  ag ain  an d  ag a in  o f  H is  lo v e  an d  

o f  th e  in g ra titu d e  o f  m en , an d  th u s  en k in d le  an ew  o u r  fe rv o r.

3 . H ’h v  is  th is  c o ld n e s s  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  m e n  s o  d isa g r e e a b le  a n d  p a in fu l  to  o u r  L o rd ?  D o es  it  d e tract  

p e rh ap s fro m  H is h ap p in ess? W h en w e sp eak o f H is lo n e lin ess in  th e B lessed S acram en t an d o f th e  

in co n sid e ra te  co n d u c t o f  C h ris tian s , d o  w e  w ish  to  im p ly  th a t H is co n d itio n  is  th a t o f  a  m an  w h o  is  b o red  

b ecau se  o f  iso la tio n  an d  lo n e lin ess?  C erta in ly  n o t. Jesu s C h ris t in  th e  B lessed  S acram en t en jo y s  a ll th e  b liss 



o f  h eav en : H e is p erfec tly se lf-su ffic ien t, an d  n eed s n o  c rea tu re to  m ak e H im  h ap p y . B esid es , leg ion s o f  

an g els  a lw ay s su rro un d  th e  tab e rn ac le  in  rev eren ce  an d  d ev o tio n .

It is n o t H is o w n  ad v an tag e , th e re fo re , w h ich  u rg es  H im  to  d em an d  g ra titu d e, es teem , rev e ren ce , 

an d  fe rv o r  fro m  u s . b u t so le ly  H is  lo v e  fo r  u s . In  th e  B lessed  S acram en t H e  k eep s  o p en  co u rt, in v ite s  u s  a ll 

to  co m e  to  H im , an d  o ffe rs  u s  as  m u ch  g race  as  o u r  so u ls  a re  cap ab le  o f  receiv in g .

A g ains t o u r w ill o r w ith o u t o u r co n sen t n o  g race is fo rced  u p o n  u s . B ecau se it co n d u ces to  o u r 

g rea te r m erit an d  h o n o r  th a t  w e, as ra tio n a l c rea tu res , co -o p era te  in  th e  sh ap in g  o f  o u r e te rn a l d estin y , o u r 

S av io r d em an d s th a t w e  co m e  to  H im  w ith  lo v e , g ra titu d e , rev eren ce , an d  a rd en t d esire s, ask  H im  fo r  H is  

g races , an d  p rep are  an d  en larg e  o u r  so u ls  fo r  th e ir  recep tio n . O u r  S av io r  d o es  n o t w an t  to  ca rv e  H is  frien d s , 

to  sp eak  figu ra tiv e ly , o u t o f  b lo ck s o f  w o o d , b u t w ish es  to  estab lish  a  liv in g  re la tion sh ip  o f  frien dsh ip  b e ­

tw een  H is  h eart  an d  th e irs .

N ev erth e le ss , m an y  C h ris tian s  p ay  n o  a tten tio n  to  H is  in v ita tio n , as  th o u g h  it w ere  n o t  w o rth  w h ile  

to  acq u ire  su ch  treasu res , o r  th ey  b rin g  su ch  lack  o f  co m p reh en sio n , su ch  n arro w  an d  co ld  h earts  th a t th ey  

a re h ard ly  ab le  to  rece iv e sm all g races . O u r S av io r 's lo v e  o f  frien d sh ip  w h ich  w o u ld  so  g lad ly  b e  d iv in e ly  

g en ero u s , is co n stra in ed  b y  th e co ld ness o f  th o se  w h o  w ish  to  b e  H is frien d s . T h is it is th a t sad d en s an d  

to rtu res H is  lo v in g  h eart.

O  Jesu s . T h o u  a rt th a t e te rn a l W isd o m , w h ich  h as  p rep a red  a  b an q u e t an d  in v ite s  u s a ll: “C o m e, 

ea t M y b read , an d  d rin k  th e w in e w h ich  I h av e m in g led  fo r y o u , th a t y o u  m ay fo rsak e y o u r sp iritu a l 

ch ild ish ness  an d  w alk  b y  th e  w ay s o f  p ru d en ce . F o r  th e  fea r o f  th e  L o rd  is  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  w isd o m : an d  

th e  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  h o ly  is p ru d ence” (c f. P ro v . 9 :5 , 6 , 1 0 ). O  L o rd  g ran t u s  an  u n d ers tan d in g  h eart th a t 

w e  m ay  co m e  to  T h ee, to  T h y  tab ern ac le ,  to  T h y  tab le  w ith  th a t rev e ren t d esire  w h ich  is  d u e  th e  d ig n ity  an d  

ex ce llen ce o f  T h y  p erso n  an d  o f  T h y  g ifts , an d  w ith  th a t a rd en t lo v e  w h ich  is  ev er  m o re  en k in d led  b y  T h y  

lo v e  an d  p rese rves  u s  fro m  a ll co ld n ess in  d ea lin g  w ith  T h ee , u n til a t len g th  w e  b eco m e  o n e  h eart an d  o n e  

so u l w ith  T h ee .

C H A P T E R  X X V II

A  R eq u est  o f  O u r  B est F rien d

A c c o r d in g  to  T h y  o w n  h e a r t  T h o u  h a s t  d o n e  a ll

th e se  g r e a t  th in g s  to  T h y  s e rv a n t  ( c f . 2  K in g s  7 :2 1 ) .

1 . T h e  p r a c t ic e  o f  th e  d e v o tio n  to  th e  S a c r e d  H e a r t. O u r d iv in e S av io r lo v es m en  w ith  a lo v e  

w h o se g rea tn ess  an d  in tim acy su rp asses  co m p reh en sio n , as S t. P au l te lls  u s in  h is le tte r  to  th e  E p h esian s  

(3 :1 9 ). M an y  m en  re tu rn  th is  lo v e  w ith  in d iffe ren ce , in g ratitu d e , co n tem p t, an d  in su lt. It fo llo w s  n a tu ra lly ,  

th e re fo re , th a t ev ery o n e  w h o  w ish es to  b e  a  frien d  o f  th e S av io r m u st m ak e se rio u s e ffo rts to  re tu rn  w ith  

lo v e  th e  lo v e  o f  h is  d iv in e  F rien d , an d  to  a to n e  fo r  th e  in ju ries in flic ted  b y  o th e rs . L o v e  an d  rep ara tio n  a re  

th e su b stan ce , th e so u l o f th e d ev o tio n  to th e S acred  H eart. V en era tio n o f th e p h y sica l h eart w h ich  is  



rep resen ted  w ith  th e  sy m b o ls  o f  lo v e  an d  o f  th e  p assio n  is  a  h e lp  to  p u t  b efo re u s  th e  p rin c ip a l o b jec t, lo v e , 

in  a  sen sib le fo rm  an d  to  o ffer  u s a  s tim u lu s th a t is co n fo rm ab le to  o u r n a tu re . T h e  h eart, th e w o u n d , th e  

flam es , th e  c ro w n  o f  th o rn s, th e  c ro ss, te ll  u s  o f  lo v e  an d  su fferin g , an d  rem in d  u s  o f  th e  sw ee t d u ty  o f  lo v e  

an d  rep a ra tio n .

S t. M arg are t M aty ' A laco q ue  w rite s: "M y  d iv in e  M aste r rev ea led  to  m e  th a t th e  g rea t d esire  th a t 

an im a tes  H im , to  b e  p erfec tly  lo v ed  b y  m en , su g g ested  to  H im  th e  ex p ed ien t o f  rev ealin g  to  th em  H is  h eart. 

...  H e  w ish ed  b y  m ean s  o f  th is  d ev o tio n  to  g iv e  m en  an  o b jec t an d  a  m eans  w h ich  w as  to  u rg e  th em  to  lo v e  

H im  an d  to lo v e H im  e fficac io usly .” O u r S av io r d em an d ed  th a t th e sa in t d o a ll in  h er p o w er to m ak e  

am en d s fo r th e in g ra titu d e w ith  w h ich  m en re tu rn  H is lo v e . A b o v e a ll sh e w as to a ttem p t to sp read  

ev ery w h ere  th e  d ev o tio n  to  H is S acred  H eart an d , th e  b e tte r to  acco m p lish  th is , to  en lis t th e  ass is tan ce o f  

F a th e r d e la  C o lo m b ie re . T o  fu rth e r th is tw o fo ld  en d , lo v e an d  repa ratio n , th e C h u rch  h as in s titu ted  th e  

feas t o f  th e S acred  H eart. P o p e P iu s IX  d ec la red  o n  A u g u st 2 3 , 1 8 5 6 , th a t h e ex ten d ed  th e feast o f  th e  

S acred  H eart to  th e  u n iv e rsa l C h u rch  " in  o rd e r  to  g iv e  th e  fa ith fu l  a  n ew  im p e tu s  to  lo v e  H im  w h o  lo v ed  u s  

an d w h o h as w ash ed aw ay o u r s in s in H is B lo o d .” L eo X III d esig n ed  as th e o b jec t o f th is d ev o tio n  

a to n em en t  fo r  th e  in g ra titu d e  o f  so  m an y  b y  th e  ex erc ise  o f  ac ts  o f  lo v e  an d  p ie ty .

B u t lo v e  o f  o u r S av io r an d  rep a ra tio n  fo r  th e  in ju rie s  H e  su ffers  a t th e  h an d s  o f  m en  a re  ex erc ises  

o f  v irtu e  w h ich  flou rish ed  cen tu ries  b efo re  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart. H en ce  th e  q u estio n  a rises , an d  

it m u st b e  an sw ered  sa tis fac to rily : W h at  a re  th e  ex erc ises  th a t a re  p ecu lia r to  th is  d ev o tio n  in so fa r  as  it is a  

n ew  d ev o tio n , o n e . th a t is . w h ich  h as b u t recen tly  b een  ad d ed  to  th e list o f  th e  p u b lic d ev o tio n s o f th e  

C h u rch  an d  is  recen t ev en  as  an  ap p ro v ed  an d  reco m m en d ed  p riv a te  d ev o tion ?  It is  o f  im p o rtan ce  to  an sw er  

tliis q u estio n  c lea rly , b ecau se , o n  th e  o n e  h an d , th e  ex erc ises o f  th is  d ev o tio n  ap p ea r so  s im p le  an d  easy  th a t 

d o u b ts m ay  a rise  as to  th e ir e fficacy  in  p ro du cin g  su ch  w o n d erfu l sp iritu a l fru its ; an d , o n  th e  o th e r h an d , 

so m e sp iritu a l w rite rs h av e d esc rib ed th e p rac tices p ro p er to th is d ev o tio n  in su ch  a  m an n er th a t th ey  

ap p ea red  su itab le  o n ly  fo r  sa in ts  w ith  th e  re su lt th a t b eg in n e rs  in  th e  sp iritu a l life  w ere  a fra id  to  ad o p t  th em . 

B o th  v iew s a re co rrec t: th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart is so m eth in g  ex ceed in g ly  s im p le , b u t its p erfect 

p ractice  in v o lv es  th e  h ig h est  p erfec tio n . T h e  reaso n  fo r  th is  m u st b e  so u g h t in  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . 

T h is  v irtue  is  a t o n e  an d  th e  sam e  tim e  a  n ecessa ry  m eans  o f  o u r  p ro gress  an d  th e  h ig h est a im  to w ard  w h ich  

w e can  ten d . W ith o u t lo v e o f  G o d . a tru ly  v irtu o u s life is im p oss ib le . S t. P au l say s: "If  I sp o k e  w ith  th e  

to n g u es  o f  an g els , if  I sh o u ld  h av e  a ll fa ith  so  th a t I co u ld  rem o v e  m o u n ta in s, if  I sh o u ld  d is trib u te a ll m y  

g o o d s to  feed  th e  p o o r, an d  if  I sh o u ld  d e liv e r m y  b o d y  to  b e  b u rn ed , an d  h av e n o t ch arity , it p ro fits m e  

n o th in g ” (c f. 1 C o r. 1 5 :1 ff .) . L o v e is . th e re fo re , th e n ecessa ry p rerequ is ite  fo r ev ery life d eserv in g  o f  

h eav en , ev en  fo r th e  firs t b eg in n in gs  o f  su ch  a  life . N ev erthe le ss , th e sam e A p o stle  te lls u s th a t ch arity  is  

th e  g rea tes t treasu re  w e  can  s triv e  a fte r; th a t it is g rea ter  th an  a ll e lse  (c f. 1 C o r. 1 3 :1 3 ). C h arity  is  th e  b o n d  

o f  p erfec tio n  (c f. C o l. 3 :1 4 ). E v ery  ex erc ise  o f  th e lo v e o f  G o d  p ro d u ces an  in c rease o f  lo v e , an d  ev en  

in c rease o f  lo v e  p ro m p ts to n ew  ex erc ises  o f  lo v e . T h e sam e is tm e  o f  th e d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart, 

w h ich , a fte r a ll, is  b u t a  sp ec ia l p ractice  o f  lo v e  fo r  o u r  S av io r. E v en  in  its m o st e lem en ta ry  fo rm , su ited  to  

m eet th e req u irem en ts o f  th e leas t p ro fic ien t, it is lo v e fo r o u r S av io r an d in c reases lo v e fo r H im ; th is  

in c reased  lo v e e ffec ts in  a ll w h o p ersev e re g rea te r d ev o tio n , an d  th is g rea te r d ev o tio n , in  tu rn , in c reases  

lo v e ; an d  th u s , a ll th o se w h o p ersev erin g ly cu ltiv a te th is d ev o tio n to th e S acred H eart ad v an ce to w ard  

p erfec tio n .

W h at a re  th e  ex erc ises o f  d ev o tio n  w h ich  sh o u ld , acco rd in g  to  th e  w ish  o f  o u r  S av io r, b e  co m m o n  

to  a ll th o se  w h o  h o n o r  H is S acred  H eart, b eg in n e rs an d  p ro fic ien ts  a lik e?  L et u s  b eg in  w ith  ex te rn a ls. S t. 

M arg are t M aiy  te lls u s th a t C h rist sh o w ed h er H is S acred  H eart en v e lo p ed in  flam es , w ith  th e w o u n d  



w h ich  h ad  o p en ed  it o n  th e c ro ss v is ib le , w ith  a  c ro w n  o f  th o rn s su rro u n d in g  it, an d  w ith  a c ro ss su r­

m o u n tin g  it. O u r S av io r ex p la in ed  to  h er  th a t th ese  w ere  th e  sy m b o ls  o f  H is lo v e  an d  o f  th e su ffe rin g s  H e  

h ad en d u red  th ro u g h lo v e ; th a t H e d esired  th a t th e p ic tu re o f th is h eart sh o u ld  b e ex p o sed fo r p u b lic  

v en era tion  in  o rd e r to  m o v e  th e  h ard  h earts o f  m en ; th a t H e  w as p repa red  to  lav ish  H is ch o ices t b lessin g s  

o n  a ll th o se  w h o  sh o u ld  co m p ly  w ith  H is  req u est. It is o u r  S av io r’s w ish , th e refo re , th a t th is  p ic tu re  o f  H is  

S acred  H eart sh o u ld  b e  ex p o sed  p u b lic ly  an d  n o t m erely  k ep t in  a  b o o k  o r  h id d en  aw ay  in  a  d raw er. It n eed  

n o t b e an  ex p en siv e p a in tin g . T h e firs t p ic tu re o f th e S acred H eart w as a s im p le sk e tch m ad e b y S t. 

M arg are t M ary . E x cellen t p ic tu res  can  b e  h ad  to d ay  fo r  a  m o d est su m . B u t th e  p ic tu re  is  n o t to  b e  u sed  as  a  

d eco ratio n ; it is to  b e  ex p o sed  fo r v en era tio n . Its o b jec t is to rem in d  u s o f  th e lo v e  an d  su ffe rin g s o f  o u r 

S av io r; to  m o v e  u s  to  lo v e  H im , to  p ro m p t u s  to  o ffe r  H im  o u r  e ffo rts  an d  o u r  w o rk s; to  en co u rag e  u s  to  ask  

H im  fo r  H is  ass is tan ce . W h ere  it can  eas ily  b e  d o n e , w e  o u g h t ev ery ’ m o rn in g  o r  ev en in g  to  say  a  p ray e r  in  

co m m o n  b efo re  th e  p ic tu re .

T h e  seco n d  requ est  o f  o u r  S av io r, an d  th is  o n e  is  th e  m o re  im p o rtan t,  w as  th a t th e  firs t  F rid ay  a fte r  

th e o c tav e o f  th e feas t o f C o rp u s C h ris ti b e celeb ra ted  as a feast in  h o n o r o f  H is d iv in e h eart; th a t th e  

fa ith fu l sh o u ld  rece iv e H o ly  C o m m u n io n  o n  th a t d ay  in  H is h o n o r an d  sh o u ld  m ak e  rep ara tio n  b y  a rd en t 

an d  rev e ren t p ray e r fo r a ll th e in su lts w h ich  H e rece iv es w h ile ex p o sed  in  th e  B lessed  S acram en t o n  o u r 

a lta rs. T h e C h u rch  h as es tab lish ed th is feast th ro u g h o u t th e w o rld , an d  it is ev ery  w h ere celeb ra ted  b y  

sp ec ia l d ev o tio n s  o f  rep a ra tio n . B ecau se  m an y  fo r  v ario u s  reaso n s  can n o t a tten d  th ese  d ev o tio n s  o n  th e  d ay  

o f th e feas t, th e so lem n ity an d  th e in d u lg en ces h av e in so m e p laces b een  tran sfe rred  to th e fo llo w in g  

S u n d ay . O n e , th e refo re , w h o  rece iv es H o ly  C o m m u n io n  o n  th e  p resc rib ed  d ay in  th e  p ro p er m an n er an d  

w ith  a  rig h t in ten tio n , an d  fe rv en tly rec ite s so m e p ray e rs o f repa ratio n , h as co m p lied  w ith  th e essen tia l 

requ est  o f  o u r  L o rd  in  rega rd  to  th e  d ev o tio n  to  H is S acred  H eart.

T h e th ird  requ est o f o u r S av io r is co n ta in ed  in  th e p ro m ise th a t H e w ill b esto w  ex trao rd in a ry  

g races o n  a ll th o se w h o w ill receiv e H o ly C o m m u n io n  o n  th e firs t F rid ay o f  n in e su ccess iv e m o n th s in  

h o n o r o f H is d iv in e h eart. W e h av e th is p ro m ise o n  th e au th o rity o f S t. M arg are t M ary . T h e cu sto m  o f  

receiv in g  H o ly  C o n u n u n io n  ev ery  firs t F rid ay  o r. if  th a t b e im p o ss ib le , o n  th e su cceed ing  S u n d ay , h as its  

o rig in  in  a  co u n se l w h ich  C h rist  g av e  th e  sa in t fo r  h er  p erso n a l ad v an cem en t.

F erv en t c lien ts o f  th e S acred  H eart h av e in tro d u ced  o th e r g o o d  w o rk s an d  p io u s p rac tices w h ich  

h av e b een  ap p ro v ed  an d  reco m m end ed  b y  th e C h u rch ; b u t w e a re a t p resen t s triv ing  to  d e te rm in e  w h at 

p rac tices  o u r S av io r H im se lf  h as  d esig n ated  fo r  a ll th o se  w h o  w o u ld  h o n o r  H is  d iv in e  h eart. W e  h av e  seen  

th a t th ey  a re th ree  in  n u m b er: firs t, th e  ce leb ra tio n  o f  th e  feast o f  th e  S acred  H eart in  co n fo n n ity  w ith  H is  

in stru ctio n s; seco n d , th e  d ev o tio n  o f  th e  firs t F rid ay s; tliird , v en era tio n  o f  th e  p ic tu re o f  th e S acred  H eart. 

A ll th e g rea t p ro m ises w h ich  o u r S av io r h as m ad e to th o se w h o h o n o r H is S acred  H eart a re th e re fo re  

a ttach ed  to  th ese  th ree  ex ercises.

2 . W h y  is  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  th is  d e v o tio n  s o  m e r ito r io u s ?  It m ig h t ap p ea r a t firs t th a t th e  ex erc ises  

en u m era ted  a re  n o t a t a ll v ery  sp ec ia l an d  d o  n o t ex ce l th o se  o f  m an y  an o th er d ev o tio n . N o w , it is ce rta in  

th a t o u r S av io r, w h o  w ish es  th a t th is d ev o tio n  to  H is S acred  H eart  b e  p rac ticed  b y  p eo p le  in  a ll w alks  an d  

o f  a ll co n d itio n s  o f  life , w o u ld  n o t p resc rib e  so m eth in g  w h ich  cann o t  eas ily  b e  d o n e  b y  a ll th o se  w h o  a re  o f  

g o o d  w ill. H en ce , H e  co u ld  n o t p resc rib e  w o rk s  w h ich  w o u ld  p resu p p o se  a  h ig h  d eg ree  o f  p erfec tio n . F o r 

th is  reaso n  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart  p resc rib es  n o th in g  ex trao rd in ary .

M ean w h ile  w e m u st rem em b er th a t th e ex erc ises  p rescrib ed  b y  o u r L o rd  d o  n o t co n sist in  m ere  

ex te rna l o b se rv an ces , b u t m u st b e  p rac ticed  se rio u sly  an d  in  acco rd an ce  w ith  th e sp irit o f  th e  d ev o tio n  to  

H is S acred  H eart. A  recep tio n  o f  H o ly  C o m m u n io n  w h ich  d o es n o t d iffe r  fro m  th e  cu sto m ary  recep tio n  o f  



o rd in a ry ' d ay s  is n o t su flic ien t. n o r  th e  m ere  read in g  o r  rec ita l o f  an  ac t o f  rep ara tio n  an d  co n sec ra tion  to  th e  

S acred H eart w ith o u t p en e tra tin g  to th e sen se an d  p u rp o se o f th e p ray er. O u r S av io r d em an d s th a t w e  

p erfo rm  th ese ex erc ises  an im ated  b y  th e  d esire to re tu rn  as b est w e  can  th e  lo v e  o f  H is d iv in e  H eart, an d  

th a t fd led  w ith  g rief  w e s triv e  to  a to n e fo r a ll th e  s in s an d  irrev e ren ces o f  w h ich  w e  o u rse lv es as w ell as  

o th e rs h av e  b een  g u ilty . It w as n o t w ith o u t p u rp o se th a t o u r S av io r in  H is rev ela tio n s sh o w ed  H is h eart 

su rro u n d ed  w ith  th e sy m b o ls o f lo v e an d  su fferin g s . T h e b u rn in g  h eart sy m b o lizes th e g ro w in g , g race ­

g iv in g  lo v e  o f  C h ris t; th e  c ro w n  o f  th o rn s an d  th e  c ro ss , H is su fferin g , se lf-sacrific ing  lo v e ; th e  w o u n d  in  

H is  h eart. H is  lo v e  as  it ex h au sts  an d  co n su m es itse lf  in  d ea th . C h ris t o ffe rs  u s  th ese  sy m b o ls  o f  H is  lo v e  in  

o rd e r to ex c ite in  u s th e co rresp on d in g  sen tim en ts an d re so lu tio n s: fo r lo v e , a re tu rn o f lo v e ; fo r H is  

su ffe rin g s , sy m p ath y ; fo r  th e  sac rifice  o f  H is life , fid e lity  u n to  d ea th . F o r  it is  ch arac te ris tic  o f  th e  d ev o tio n  

to  th e S acred  H eart th a t w e a re to h o n o r th e lo v e an d  su ffe rin g s o f  o u r S av io r u n d er  th e sy m b o ls o f  H is  

h eart p ie rced  w ith  a  lan ce  an d  w o u n d ed  b y  rid icu le  an d  to rtu re .

C o nsequ en tly , n o th in g  is  fa rth e r rem o v ed  fro m  th e  sp irit o f  th is d ev o tio n  th an  ex te rn a l fo rm a lism . 

T h e h eart is a  sy m b o l o f  th e in te rio r life o f  th e so u l, w h ere ex te rna l ev en ts first b ecom e m an ’s sp iritu a l 

p o ssess io n ; th is  life  it is  w h ich  g iv es  m o ral w o rth  to  a ll m an ’s ex te rna l  ac ts. A n y  ac t in  w h ich  th e  h eart h as  

n o  p art h as  o n ly  m ateria l  v a lu e ; p erso n a l v a lu e  is  fo u n d  o n ly  in  th o se ac ts w h ich  co m e  fro m  th e  h eart an d  

g o  to  th e  h eart. G o d  reb u k ed  th e  Israelite s , say in g : “T liis p eo p le  d raw  n ear  M e  w ith  th e ir  m o u th , an d  w ith  

th e ir lip s g lo rify  M e, b u t th e ir h eart is fa r fro m  M e” (Isa . 2 9 :1 3 ). O u r S av io r rep ro ach ed  th e  P h arisees  in  

s im ila r lan g u age  (c f. M t. 1 5 :8 ), b ecau se  th e ir  teach in g  co n sis ted  o f  h a irsp littin g  su b tle tie s  an d  th e ir  p ie ty  in  

ex te rn a l fo rm a lism . T o  sav e  u s  fro m  su ch  w o rth less  lip  se rv ice  an d  re lig io u s  h y p o crisy , C h rist o ffe rs  u s  H is  

h eart an d  ask s u s to p en e tra te in to th e in te rio r life o f lo v e an d  su ffe rin g o f th is h eart an d  to m o ld  th e  

sen tim en ts  o f  o u r  h earts  o n  th o se  o f  H is . T h is  m u st b e  o u r  a ttitu d e  to w ard  th e  ce leb ra tio n  o f  th e  feas t  o f  th e  

S acred  H eart, to w ard  th e  d ev o tio n s o f  rep ara tio n  h e ld  in  o u r  ch u rch es o n  th e  firs t F rid ay  o f  ev ery  m o n th , 

to w ard  th e  v en era tion  o f  th e  p ic tu re  o f  th e S acred  H eart. A ll sh o u ld  h e lp  an d  en co u rag e u s  to  u n d erstand  

b e tte r th e so u l life o f o u r S av io r, to p artic ip a te in tim a te ly an d  th o u g h tfu lly in  th is m o st p rec iou s an d  

g lo rio u s life as  fa r as w ith  th e  g race  o f  G o d  w e  a re ab le . T o  u n d ers tan d o u r S av io r w e  n eed  n e ith e r  g reat 

lea rn in g  n o r m an y p ro fo u n d  th o u g h ts . A  h u m b le an d  co n trite h eart, a  h eart th a t h u n g ers an d  th irsts fo r  

k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e  o f  H im , w ill o p en  th e  d o o r  in to  H is h eart, an d  m ak e  th e  d ev o tio n  to  H is  S acred  H eart  a  

so u rce  o f  th e  rich es t  b less in g s  fo r  u s .

3 . H e n c e  w e  s e e  h o w  u n fo u n d e d  a r e  th e  o b je c t io n s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  r a ise d  a g a in s t  th is  d e v o tio n . 

It is rem ark ab le  th a t a  d ev o tio n  w h ich  is so  essen tia lly  an  in te rio r  d ev o tio n  sh o u ld  h av e  b een  ca lu m n ia ted  

o n  th e  g ro u n d  th a t b y  it m en  v en era ted  a  d ead  h eart sep a ra ted  fro m  th e  b o d y  an d  th e  d iv in ity  o f  C h ris t, as  

th o u g h  its o b jec t w ere so m eth in g  p u re ly  m ateria l. A s a  m atte r o f  fac t, th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart is  

n o t a  d ev o tio n  to  th e h eart o f  Jesu s, in so fa r as H is h eart is o n ly  an  in teg ra l p art o f  H is b o d y , o r m ay  b e  

co nceiv ed  as n o t an im ated  b y  th e so u l o r  u n ited  h y p o  s ta tica lly  to  th e  D iv in ify . W e ra th er  h o n o r th e  liv in g  

h eart in sep a rab ly  u n ited  to  th e  p erso n  o f  th e  S o n  o f  G o d  an d  n o t th e  h eart in  th e  d ead  b o d y  o f  C h rist in  th e  

to m b , w h ich , h o w ev er, w o u ld  b e  w o rth y  o f  h o n o r. In  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart, th e refo re , w e  h o n o r  

firs t, th e  liv in g  h eart o f  C h ris t an d  seco n d ly . H is p h y sica l h eart as a  sy m b o l o f  tire h ig h er  life o f  H is so u l, 

m o re esp ec ia lly  o f  H is life  o f  lo v e  an d  sac rifice . T o  g u ard  ag a in s t a ll m isap p reh en sio n , th e  A p o sto lic S ee  

h as d ec ided  th a t th e p ic tu re rep resen tin g o n ly th e h eart o f Q u ist an d n o t a lso  H is p erso n  m ay n o t b e  

ex p o sed  fo r  p u b lic  v en era tio n  o n  o u r  a lta rs. D ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart, th en , is  v en era tio n  fo r  th e  p erso n  

o f  o u r  S av io r, o f  H is  lo v e  fo r  m en , a  lo v e  sy  m b o lized  b y  H is  p h y sica l h eart. T h erefo re , n o  o b jec tio n  is  le ss  

to  th e  p o in t th an  th a t  o f  ex tem alism .



N o  le ss  u n d eserv ed  is  th a t o th e r  o b jec tio n  w h ich  h as  a t tim es  b een  ra ised  ag a in s t th is  d ev o tio n  o n  

th e  g ro u n d  th a t it is a  d ev o tio n  o f  ten de r  em o tion s w h ich  p o ssib ly  m ig h t b e  su ited  fo r sen sitiv e  so u ls, b u t  

h ard ly  fo r  m en . O u r  L o rd ’s requ est  th a t w e  h o n o r  H is S acred  H eart is  d irec ted  to  a ll, th e refo re , a lso  to  m en . 

O r  is  it  p erh ap s  a  m an ’s  p riv ileg e  an d  p re ro g a tiv e  to  sp en d  h im self  w h o lly  in  ex te rna l  a ffa irs an d  to  h av e  n o  

tim e fo r th e cu ltiv a tio n o f h is so u l, h is h eart, h is sen tim en ts? C h rist su re ly is a  M an  w h o d ese rv es th e  

ad m ira tio n  an d  en th u sia sm  o f  m en . A n y  m an  w h o  w an ts to  k n o w  m an h o o d  in  its h ig h est p erfec tio n  m u st 

s tu d y  th e  life o f  C h ris t. T h ere h e  w ill fin d  lo v e  d ev o id  o f  a ll se lf-seek in g , d ev o tio n  to  th e  in te res ts o f  th e  

in d iv id ua l  an d  o f  th e  m an y , se lf-sac rifice , lo y a lty , an d  s tead fas tn ess u n to  d ea th . A re  th ese  q u a litie s th a t d o  

n o t en h an ce  a  m an ?  O u r h eav en ly  F a th e r ad d ressed  th ese  w o rd s to  m en  a lso : "T h is is  M y  b e lo v ed  S o n , in  

w h o m  I am  w ell p leased : h eary e  H im ” (M t. 1 7 :5 ). T o  k n o w  Jesu s, n o t m erely  tire  ex tern a l fac ts  o f  H is  life , 

b u t th e  sen tim en ts  w h ich  an im ated  H im , an d  to  co n fo rm  o u r  liv es  to  th ese  sen tim en ts , is  n o t a  m atte r  w h ich  

m ay  b e re lin q u ish ed in  fav o r o f  w o m en , re lig io u s , an d  p ries ts, b u t is so m eth in g  w h ich  is n ecessa ry fo r  

an y o n e  w h o  w ish es  to  d esen  e  th e  n am e o f  C h ristian . In  ev eiy  C h ris tian , C h rist is  to  b e  fo rm ed  an ew  (c f. 

G al. 4 :1 9 ). F o r  a ll th o se  w h o m  G o d  h as  p red estined  fo r  th e  k in g d om  o f  H is S o n , H e  a lso  p red estin ed  to  b e  

m ad e  co n fo rm ab le  to  th e  im ag e  o f  H is  S o n  (c f. R o m . 8 :2 9 ). T h is  is  w h at th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart  is  

to  e ffect in  u s .

C H A P T E R  X X V III

T h e  S acred  H eart o f  Jesu s , th e  R efu g e  o f  A ll

C o m e  a ll  to  M e  ( c f . M t. 1 1 :2 8 ) .

1 . T h e  d e v o tio n  to  th e  S a c r e d  H e a r t o f  J e su s  is  o n e  o f  th o s e  m a r v e lo u s  d isp o s it io n s  o f  d iv in e  

p r o v id e n c e  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  to o  e x a lte d  fo r  th e  le a s t  p r o fic ie n t  n o r  to o  lo w ly  fo r  th e  m o s t a d v a n c e d . E v ery  

m an  w h o  is a t a ll ab le  to  e lic it ac ts o f  fa ith  an d  lo v e  can  v en era te  th e  lo v e  an d  th e  su fferin g s o f  th e  S acred  

H eart an d  o ffer  h is o w n  h eart in  lo v e  an d  sy m p a th y . A n d  y e t, to  p en etra te  sy m p a th e tica lly in to  th e  life o f  

su ffe rin g  an d  lo v e  o f  th e  so u l o f  C h ris t is  so m eth in g  so  ex alted  th a t ev en  th e  h ig h est o f  th e  sa in ts in  h eav en  

w ill n o t tire  o f  th is  o ccu p a tio n  d u rin g  th e  en d less  ag es o f  e te rn ity : “O  ta ste , an d  see  th a t th e  L o rd  is sw eet”  

(P s. 3 3 :9 ). S u ch  ta stin g  o f  th e  L o rd  b y  co n tem p latin g  th is  lo v e  an d  su ffe rin g  is  th e  a rt o f  th e  sa in ts o n  earth  

an d  th e ir  b liss  in  h eav en .

M o reo ver, th e d ev o tio n to th e S acred H eart b ecau se o f its v aried an d lu x u rian t g ro w th as a  

d ev o tio n reco m m en d ed  b y  th e C h u rch  o ffe rs ev ery m an  so m eth in g th a t m u st ap p ea l to h is ta s te . M o st 

C ath o lic s p re fer to h av e in  th e ir d ev o tio n s so m e ex te rn a l o b jec t u p o n  w h ich  th ey can  co n cen tra te th e ir 

th o u g h ts  an d  th e ir  a ffec tio n s. O u r  S av io r  p ro v id ed  fo r  th em  b y  reco m m en d in g  th e  v en era tio n  o f  th e  p ic tu re  

o f  th e  S acred  H eart  as  a  su itab le  m ean s  to  to u ch  th e ir  h earts. P ic tu res  o r  s ta tu es  o f  th e  S acred  H eart  a re  n o w  

fo u n d  in  a lm ost  a ll ch u rch es.



O th er  C ath o lic s  fin d  th a t  th ey  n eed  d efin ite  v o ca l p raye rs . T h e  C h u rch , in  ad d itio n  to  th e  litu rg ica l  

p ray e rs  fo u n d  in  th e  m issal an d  b rev iary , h as  ap p ro v ed  an d  en rich ed  w ith  in d u lg en ces  a  litan y , a  little  o ffice  

o f  th e S acred  H eart, ac ts o f  co n sec ra tio n , an d  m an y  o th e r p raye rs . A lm o st a ll o f  th e m o re recen t P ray er 

B o o k s, esp ecia lly  th o se  b o o k s  p articu la rly  d esig n ed  to  h o n o r  th e  S acred  H eart, o f  w h ich  a  g o o d ly  n u m b er 

is  n o w  av a ilab le , co n ta in  e ith e r a ll o r  th e  g rea te r  n u m b er  o f  th ese  p raye rs . In  th em  w e  a lso  fin d  n o v en as in  

h o n o r o f  th e S acred  H eart an d  in s tru c tio n s o n  co n sec ra ting  th e  m o n th  o f  Ju n e  to  th is d iv in e  h eart. T o  th is  

la tte r  d ev o tio n  a  p len a  rs in d u lg en ce  an d  m any  p artia l  in d u lgen ces  a re  a ttach ed .

M any , ag a in , a re  n o t sa tis fied  w ith  p riv a te  d ev o tio n s; th ey  p re fe r  to  jo in  a so c ie ty  o r  co n fra tern ity  

th a t th ey  m ay , in  u n io n  w ith  o th e rs, th e  m o re  p erfec tly  co m p ly  w ith  th e  d esires o f  th e  S acred  H eart. E v en  

S t. M arg are t M aty ' ap p recia ted  th e  v a lu e  o f  o rg an izatio n . S h e  w rite s : “ If  it sh o u ld  b e  p o ssib le  to  o rg an ize  a  

so cie ty ' fo r  th e  p rac tice  o f  th is d ev o tio n , a  so c ie ty  in  w h ich  th e  m em bers  m u tu ally  sh a red  th e ir  g o o d  w o rk s , 

tliis w o u ld . I th in k , b e  v ery  p leas in g  to  th is d iv in e  h eart.” In  a  la ter  le tte r sh e  ex p resses  h er  p leasu re  a t th e  

fact th a t su ch  so cie tie s h ad  b eg u n  to  tak e  fo rm . S u ch  a  co n fra tern ity  h as  b een  in  ex isten ce  fo r  a  cen tu ry  an d  

m o re  w ith  h ead qu arte rs  in  R o m e, in  th e  C h u rch  o f  S an ta  M aria  d e lla  P ace . In  th e  y ear 1 9 0 0  th e re  w ere  o v er  

1 0 .0 0 0  a ffilia ted  cen te rs. T h ere  a re a lso o th e r asso c ia tio n s in  h o n o r o f  th e S acred  H eart, fo r ex am p le th e  

G u ard  o f  H o n o r o f  th e  S acred  H eart, an d  th e  A p o stle sh ip  o f  P ray er. It is n o t n ecessa ry to  en te r in to  fu rth e r 

d e ta ils . F ro m  w h at h as  b een  sa id  it is  ev id en t th a t tliis  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart  in  its  fu ller  d ev elo p m en t  

tak es  in to  acco u n t th e  w ish es  an d  n eed s  o f  a ll.

It w o u ld  b e  e rro n eo u s , h o w ev er, fo r  an y o ne  to  im ag in e  th a t, in  o rd er  to  b e  a  tru ly  fe rven t d isc ip le  

o f  th e  S acred  H eart, h e  m u st b eco m e  a  m em b er  o f  a  g rea t m an y  asso c ia tio n s  w h ich  p ro m o te  th is d ev o tio n  

an d  m u st rec ite a g reat n u m b er o f  v o ca l p raye rs . T o  d o  a little w ell is fa r b e tter  th an  to  d o  a g reat d ea l 

su p erfic ia lly . A b o v e a ll, w e  m u st d is tin g u ish o u rse lv es in  th e essen tia l p rac tices : in  th e  celeb ratio n  o f  th e  

feas t o f  th e  S acred  H eart, in  th e  m o n th ly  d ev o tio n s  o f  repa ratio n , an d  in  p ay in g  h o m ag e  to  th e  p ic tu re  o f  th e  

S acred  H eart acco rd ing  to  th e  p rescrip tio n  o f  o u r  L o rd .

W e sh a ll m en tio n  o n ly  o n e  m o re assoc ia tio n  w h ich  an y o n e  can  jo in  an d  fro m  w h ich  h e  w ill reap  

g rea t ad v an tag e . S t. M arg aret M ary ' w rite s : “ It seem s to m e th a t it is th e w ish o f o u r S av io r th a t w e  

a sso c ia te  o u rse lv es w ith  th e  an g e ls an d  cu ltiv a te d ev o tio n  to  th em , b ecau se  it is th e ir sp ec ia l d u ty  to  lo v e , 

rev e ren ce , an d  p raise  H im  in  th e  S acram en t o f  H is  L o v e . If  w e  a re  asso c ia ted  w ith  th em , th ey  w ill rep resen t  

u s in  H is  p resen ce  n o t o n ly  to  g iv e  H im  o u r  h o m ag e , b u t a lso  to  lo v e  H im  fo r u s  as  w ell as fo r  th o se  w h o  

lo v e  H im  n o t an d  to  a to n e  fo r  th e  irrev erences  o f  w h ich  w e  h av e  b een  g u ilty ' in  H is  h o ly  p resen ce.

L et u s , th en , leag u e  o u rse lv es w ith  th e  h o ly  an g e ls  an d  m o re espec ia lly  w ith  o u r  g u ard ian  an g e l. 

O u r  p ray e rs a re  so  fu ll o f  d is trac tio n s, o u r  lo v e , d esp ite  th e  b est o f  w ill, is o ften  so  co ld , o u r  co n d uc t  in  H is  

p resen ce  leav es so  m u ch  to  b e  d esired  o n  th e  sco re  o f  th e  rev e ren ce  w h ich  w e  o w e  G o d . L et u s , th en , o ffe r  

G o d  th e  b u rn in g  lo v e , th e  rev eren ce  an d  ad o ratio n  o f  th e  an g els  to  m ak e  am en d s  fo r  o u r  sh o rtco m in g s. L et 

u s in v o k e th ese h eav en ly sp irits an d say : “O  h o ly an g e ls , p ra ise , lo v e , rev e ren ce o u r S av io r in th e  

tabe rnacle  h ere an d  ev ery  p lace w h ere  H e is p resen t o n  ea rth , an d  a to n e fo r th e n eg lect o f  w h ich  w e a re  

g u ilty  .” T h e  an g els  w ill g lad ly  h ear  o u r  p ray e r  an d  a lly  th em se lv es  w ith  u s  ev en  h ere  o n  earth  fo r  th e  g lo iy  

o f th e K in g o f h eav en s in ce w e h o p e h erea fter to co n tin u e to g lo rify H im  fo rev e r in  th e ir co m p an y in  

h eav en .

2 . C o n s e c ra tio n  o f  th e  fa m ily to th e S a c r e d  H e a r t. T h ere is an o th e r san c tu a ry b esid es th e  

tab e rn ac le  w h ere  o u r  S av io r  w ish es  to  ru le . T h is  is  th e  C ath o lic  h o m e. S t. M arg are t M ary  o n  m o re  th an  o n e  

o ccas io n  m en tion s th e  fact th a t o u r  S av io r  d esire s to  ru le  th e  C h ristian  fam ily  b y  m ean s  o f  th e  d ev o tio n  to  

H is  S acred  H eart. “O u r  L o rd  h as  to ld  m e,” sh e  says , “ th a t H e  w o u ld  b less ab u n d an tly  ev ery  p lace  w h ere  th e  



p ic tu re o f  H is S acred  H eart is ex p o sed  fo r v en era tio n  an d  lo v e ; th a t H e in tend s  b y  th is m ean s to reu n ite  

d isru p ted  fam ilie s  an d  to  p ro tect o th e rs w h ich  a re th reaten ed  b y  so m e  g rea t calam ity ; th a t H e  w o u ld  p o u r  

fo rth  th e ten de r sw ee tn ess o f  H is b u rn in g lo v e o v er a ll asso c ia tio n s in  w h ich  th e p ic tu re o f H is S acred  

H eart  sh o u ld  b e  h o n o red .”  In  an o th er  p lace  sh e  w rite s: S in ce  th e  S acred  H eart is  th e  so u rce  o f  a ll b lessin g s , 

Jesu s le t m e  k n o w  “ th a t H e  w o u ld  g en ero u sly  p o m  fo rth  H is  b lessin g s w h erev e r th e  p ic tu re  o f  H is S acred  

H eart sh o u ld  b e h o n o red , b ecau se H is lo ve co m p e ls H im  to g iv e to so u ls o f g o o d  w ill th e ex h au stle ss  

treasu res  o f  H is  san c tify in g  an d  sav in g  g races ; th a t H e  seek s  em p ty  h earts  to  fill th em  w ith  th e  sw ee tn ess  o f  

H is b u rn in g  lo v e , to  co n su m e an d  tran sfo rm  th em  in to  H im se lf; th a t H e d esire s h u m b le an d  su b m iss iv e  

so u ls, w h o  k n o w  n o  o th e r  ac tiv ity  th an  to  d o  w h at p leases H im .” T h en  th e  sa in t rep ea ts  th e  p ro m ises  o f  o ur  

S av io r  m ad e  to  fam ilie s an d  asso cia tio n s  w h o  ex p o se  th e  p ic tu re  o f  H is h eart fo r  v en era tio n  an d  co n c lu des  

w ith  th e  p rom ise o f  o u r S av io r, th a t H e w ill k eep  th e ir h earts in  h arm o n io u s u n io n  an d  s tay  th e  an g er o f  

G o d ’s  ju s t  ju d g m en ts. S h e  co n tin u es : “O u r S av io r  is p articu la rly  p leased  to  b e  h o n o red  u n d er  th e  im ag e  o f  

a  p h y sica l h eart; H e  d esire s  th a t th is  p ic tu re  b e  ex p o sed  p u b lic ly ; H e  p ro m ises to  p o u r  fo rth  g en ero u sly  th e  

g races in  w h ich  H is h eart ab o u nd s u p o n  a ll w h o h o n o r H im . W h erev er th is p ic tu re sh a ll b e  ex p o sed  fo r  

v en era tio n , it  w ill ca ll d o w n  a ll m an n er  o f  b less in g s.”

T h e  C h u rch  h as  co m p lied  w ith  th e  w ish es  o f  th e  S acred  H eart an d  h as  reco m m en d ed  th a t C ath o lic  

fam ilie s ex p o se th is p ic tu re in  th e ir h o m es an d  d ed ica te th em se lv es b y  co m m o n ex erc ises o f  p ie ty  to  th e  

se rv ice  o f  th is S acred  H eart. T h e in tro d u ctio n  o f  th e  p ray er o f  co n sec ratio n  is as  fo llo w s: "S acred  H eart o f  

Jesu s , w h o  d id st m an ifes t to  S t. M arg aret M ary  th e  d esire  o f  re ig n in g  in  C h ris tian  fam ilie s, w e  to d ay  w ish  

to  p ro c la im  T h y  m o st co m p lete  reg al d o m in io n  o v er  o u r  o w n .

W h at is  th e  m ean in g  o f  th e  ex p ress io n : C h ris t is  to  re ig n  in  th e  fam ily ?  It m ean s  th a t th e  fam ily  is  

to  p ro fess fa ith  in  C h rist as th e  o n ly -b eg o tten  S o n  o f  th e  F a th er, as  th e  R ed eem er o f  th e  h u m an  race , as  th e  

D isp en ser o f  a ll g races , as th e F o u n d atio n  o f  o u r h o p e , as th e F u tu re Ju d g e , as th e K in g  o f h eav en  an d  

ea rth . It m ean s  th a t th e  m em bers  o f  th e  h o u seh o ld , p aren ts, ch ild ren , in m ates, a re  to  lo v e  th e S av io r, w h o  

h as lo v ed  th em  firs t an d  h as sac rificed  H is life  fo r th em . It m eans  th a t th e m o ra ls o f  th e  fam ily  a re to  b e  

th o se  ap p ro v ed  b y  C h rist an d  th a t a ll th e  d e ta ils o f  fam ily  life  a re  to  b e  a rran g ed  so  th a t th e  g lan ce  o f  o u r 

S av io r m ay  re s t th e re  w ith  p leasu re . It m ean s  th a t th e  san ctity  o f  th e  m arriag e  b o n d  m u st b e  k ep t in v io la te  

an d  in co rp o ra te  n ew  d w elle rs in  th e h eav en ly Je ru salem  so  th a t p aren ts an d  ch ild ren  m ay  o n e  d ay  g a the r  

ab o u t th e  th ro n e  o f  th e  g lo rified  S av io r  in  lo v e  an d  jo y .

S ince  th e d ev il to d ay ex erc ises lu s g ru eso m e re ig n  n o t o n ly  in  h e ll, b u t a lso  in  a  v ery  p articu la r 

m an n er in  th e  m arried  life  o f  m an y  an d  m ak es  th e  fam ily  an  an tech am b er o f  h e ll, a ll m arried  p eo p le  w h o  

c la im  to  b e  C h ris tian  sh o u ld  en th ro n e  C h ris t in  th e ir  h o m es  an d  in  co m m o n  h o n o r  th e ir  K in g  w ith  th e ir  lip s  

an d  w ith  th e ir  h earts. T h e  fam ily  o u g h t to  b e  o n  a  sm all scale  w h at th e  C h u rch , sp read  o v er  th e  face  o f  th e  

ea rth , is o n  a  la rg e  scale . T h e re la tio n  o f  C h ris t to  th e C h u rch . H is  b ride , an d  o f  th e  C h u rch  to  C h ris t, h er  

B rid eg ro o m , sh o u ld b e re flec ted  in ev ery C h ris tian  fam ily in u n d im m ed , irrep ro ach ab le p u rity as th e  

A p o stle so  b eau tifu lly  teach es (E p h . 5 :2 2  ff .) . A n d  as th e C h u rch  h as co n sec ra ted  h erse lf  an d  th e  w h o le  

h u m an race to th e S acred H eart (Ju n e 1 1 , 1 8 9 9 ), so it is fittin g lik ew ise th a t ev ery C h ris tian  fam ily  

co n sec ra te itse lf  to  th is d iv in e h eart; fo r th e  w o rd s th a t P o p e  L eo  X III w ro te  o n  th a t o ccas io n  a re tru e o f  

ev ery fam ily : “O u r ey es see to d ay a  d iv in e o m en  th a t au g u rs g reat b less in g s: th e m o st S acred  H eart o f  

Jesu s re ig n s  fro m  th e  c ro ss , resp len d en t  w ith  th e  lig h t o f  th e  flam es o f  lo v e  w h ich  issu e  fro m  it. In  H im  is  

a ll o u r  h o p e , fro m  H im  w e  m u st  seek  sa lv atio n , an d  fro m  H im  w e  m ay  su re ly  ex p ec t it.”

3 . T h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  o f  J e su s , r e fu g e  o f  s in n e r s . T h ere  is a  n u m ero u s , u n fo rtu na te ly  to o  n u m ero u s , 

c lass o f  C h ris tian s w h o  seem  to  b e  u n d er  th e im p ress io n  th a t th ey  a re ex c lu d ed  fro m  th e  p ractice an d  th e  



b less in g s  o f  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart  o f  Jesu s. T h ey  a re  th o se  w h o . d ep ressed  b y  th e  co n sc io u sn ess 

o f  th e ir  m an y  an d  g reat s in s, feel th a t so  h o ly , so  p u re , so  ex a lted  .a  d ev o tio n  as  th a t to  th e  S acred  H eart o f  

Jesu s  is  n o t  fo r  th em . T h is  is  an  e rro r.

D u rin g  o u r  L o rd ’s life  o n  ea rth , H e  w as  o ften  fo u n d  in  th e  co m p an y  o f  s in n ers . S t. M ark  te lls  u s  

ex p ress ly , "fo r th ey w ere m an y , w h o a lso fo llo w ed  H im ” (M k . 2 :1 5 ). T h e P h arisees co n sid e red  th is a  

d efec t an d  ask ed  H is d isc ip les : "W h y  d o es y o u r M aste r ea t an d  d rin k  w ith  p u b lican s an d  s in n e rs?” B u t 

Jesu s an sw ered  th em : "T h o se  w h o  a re  w ell h av e  n o  n eed  o f  a  p h y sic ian , b u t th o se  w h o  a re  s ick . F o r  I cam e  

n o t  to  ca ll  th e  ju s t, b u t s in n e rs” (M k . 2 :1 6 -1 7 ).

H as o u r S av io r  p erh ap s  ch an g ed ?  H as  H e  a lte red  H is  v iew s?  D o es H e  n o  lo n g er  ca re  to  seek  an d  

sav e  th a t w h ich  is  lo s t?  S t. M arg aret M ary , w ritin g  o f  th is  d ev o tio n , say s: "S a tan  is  ex ertin g  a ll h is  p o w er  to  

p rev en t th is d ev o tio n , b u t Jesu s w ill ru le d esp ite H is en em ies an d  m ak e  H im self L o rd  an d  M aste r  o f  o u r 

h earts; fo r  H is m ain  o b jec t in  tin s  d ev o tio n  is  to  co n v ert so u ls  to  H is  lo v e .” H e  p ro m ised  " to  av ert th e  ju s t  

an g er  o f  G o d  fro m  th em  an d  to  re sto re  th em  to  th e  s ta te  o f  g race, if  th ey  sh o u ld  b e  so  u n fo rtu n a te  as  to  fa ll 

in to  s in .” S im ila r ex p ressio n s recu r ag a in  an d  ag a in : “ I h o p e  th a t th is d ev o lio n  w ill b e  a  m eans  w h ich  th e  

L o rd  w ill u se  to  sav e  a  g reat  n u m b er  o f  so u ls  fro m  d estru c tio n , to  e rad ica te  th e  ru le  o f  S a tan  in  th e ir  h earts, 

an d  to  b rin g  th em  ag a in  b y  H is  g race  to  th e  w ay  o f  sa lv a tio n . S tream s  o f  g race  a re  co n tin u a lly  issu in g  fro m  

th e  S acred  H eart: o n e  o f  th ese  is  th e  s tream  o f  m ercy  fo r s in n e rs , w h ich  b ring s  th em  th e  sp irit o f  co n tritio n  

an d  p en ance . T h is d ev o tio n  is , as it w ere, a  fin a l e ffo rt o f  o u r S av io r to  in d u ce m en  to  accep t th e sw eet 

lib e rty  o f  H is  lo v e .”

S in ners, th e re fo re , a re ce rta in ly n o t ex c lu d ed  fro m  th e p rac tice o f th is d ev o tio n . If th ey h av e  

a lread y  w ashed  aw ay  th e ir  s in s  b y  co n tritio n , co n fess io n , an d  sac ram en ta l ab so lu tio n ,  th ey  a re  ag a in  frien d s  

o f  th is  d iv in e  h eart an d  a re  as  d ear  to  it  as  a  M atth ew , a  Z acch aeu s , a  P e te r, a  P au l, a  M ary  M ag da len . T h ey  

w ill fin d in  th is S acred H eart a so u rce o f g race to p u rify th e ir so u ls fro m  th e la s t s ta in s o f s in . T h e  

rem em b ran ce o f w h at th ey h av e b een an d  w h at th e m ercy o f G o d  h as d o n e fo r th em  w ill b e a p o ten t 

s tim u lu s  to  a to n e  fo r  th e  p ast  b y  a  g rea ter  fe rv o r  in  th e  p resen t.

O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , th ey  m ay  s till b e  in  th e  s ta te  o f  s in , b ecau se  th ey  h av e  n o t b eco m e  c lean sed  b y  

co n tritio n  an d  co n fess io n . If  th ey  a re  u n w illin g  to  rep en t, th ey  a re , o f  co u rse , ex c lu d ed  fro m  th e  d ev o tio n  to  

th e  S acred  H eart; fo r  n o  m an  can  lo v e  o u r  S av io r  an d  a t  tire  sam e  tim e  w ish  to  rem ain  in  th e  s ta te  o f  s in .

B u t if  th ey  d esire  to  free  th em se lv es  fro m  th e  fe tte rs  o f  s in  an d  to  re tu rn  to  th e ir S av io r, th ey  m ay  

b o ld ly  fly  to  H is S acred  H eart; th ey  w ill n o t b e  re jec ted . T h ey  a re  ev en  in  a  p o sitio n  to  g iv e  H im  p ecu lia r 

p leasu re . W h en ev er  a  p erso n  h as  lo st  a  v ery ' p rec io u s o b jec t to  w h ich  h e  is  g reatly  a ttach ed  an d  la ter  fin d s  it 

ag a in , h e  ex p erien ces  a  g rea t  jo y  w h ich  h e  w o u ld  n o t o th e rw ise  h av e  h ad . S u ch  is  th e  p leasu re  th a t  fills  th e  

h eart o f o u r L o rd  w h en ever a  s in n e r co n trite ly re tu rn s to  H im : "T h ere sh a ll b e  jo y in  h eav en  u p o n  o n e  

s in n e r th a t d o th  p en an ce , m o re th an  u p o n  n in e ty -n in e  ju s t w h o n eed n o t p en an ce” (L k . 1 5 :7 ). If  y o u r  

co n sc ien ce rep ro ach es  y o u , g iv e o u r S av io r th is p leasu re w ith o u t d e lay . H e w ill p ress y o u  to  H is h eart  

jo y fu lly  an d  in v ite  th e  an g e ls, say in g : "R e jo ice  w ith  M e, b ecau se  th is  M y  so n  w as  d ead , an d  is  co m e  to  life  

ag a in : w as  lo s t, an d  is  fo u n d ”  (c f. L k . 1 5 :2 4).

C H A P T E R  X X IX



T h e  P ro m ises  o f  th e  S acred  H eart

“ H e  h a s  g iv e n  u s  m o s t  g r e a t  a n d  

p r e c io u s  p r o m is e s ”  (2  P e t. 5 :4 ) .

1 . M e a n in g  o f  th e  p r o m is e s  in  fa v o r  o f  th e  d e v o tio n  to  th e  S a c r e d  H e a r t . W h ile  o u r  d iv ine  S av io r  

s till d w elt o n  earth  in  o u r m id st, H e p ro m ised to a ll w h o sh o u ld  accep t H is d o c trin e an d  o b serv e H is  

co m m an d m en ts  b less in g s w h ich  cann o t b e su rp assed . “H e  w h o  b e liev es  an d  is b ap tized , sh a ll b e sav ed ”  

(M k . 1 6 :1 6 ). “A s I liv e  b ecau se o f  th e  F a th er, so  h e  w h o  ea ts  M e, h e a lso sh a ll liv e b ecau se o f  M e” (Jn . 

6 :5 8 ). “H e  w h o  h as M y  co m m an d m en ts, an d  k eep s  th em , h e  it  is  w h o  lo v es  M e. B u t h e  w h o  lo v es  M e. w ill 

b e lo v ed  b y  M y  F a th er, an d  I w ill lo v e h im , an d  m anifes t M y self  to h im ” Jn . 1 4 :2 1 ). T h ese an d  a ll th e  

o th e r g lo rio u s p ro m ises w h ich  w e read  in  H o ly S crip tu re a re m atte rs o f  fa ith . W e a re o b liged  to accep t 

th em  an d  to  m ak e  th em  th e  g u id in g  p rin c ip le s o f  o u r  liv es. S u ch  p ro m ises w ere  n o t g iv en  in  la ter  cen tu ries , 

fo r G o d  h as so  o rd a in ed  th a t th e rev e la tio n  o b lig ato ry  o n  a ll C h ristian s  w as to  b e  c lo sed  w ith  th e  d ea th  o f  

th e  ap o stles . T h is  d o es  n o t m ean  th a t it is im p o ssib le  fo r G o d  to  m ak e  fu rth e r  rev e la tio ns ; b u t s im p ly  th a t it 

is H is w ill th a t w e a re n o t to  es teem  th ese la te r rev e la tio n s as m u ch  as —  n o t to  say m o re th an  —  th o se  

reco rd ed  in  S crip tu re .

L ate r rev ela tio n s  a re  e ith e r in tend ed  o n ly  fo r  p articu la r  in d iv id u als o r. if  in ten d ed  fo r a ll, it is n o t 

n ecessa ry  th a t a ll accep t th em  o r  fo llo w  th e ir d ic ta tes as th o u g h  th ey  w ere  co m m an d m en ts. T h e  certitu d e  

w h ich w e p o ssess reg a rd in g su ch rev e la tio n s re sts m ain ly o n th e fac t th a t th e C h u rch , a fte r ca re fu l 

in v estig a tio n , h as ap p ro v ed  th em  as w o rth y  o f  b e lief. T h e C h u rch  h as th u s in v es tig a ted  an d  ap p ro v ed  th e  

rev ela tio n s  o f  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart an d  th e  p ro m ises  a ttach ed  to  th e  p ractice  o f  th is d ev o tion . 

S h e  h as  n o t o n ly  d ec la red  th a t th e re  is  n o th in g  co n trary  to  fa ith  o r  m o ra ls  in  th ese  rev e la tio n s an d  p ro m ises , 

b u t h as , as a re su lt o f th em , in s titu ted  th e feas t o f th e S acred  H eart an d  en co u rag ed  a ll th e fa ith fu l to  

p ractice th is d ev o tio n . S h e h as , m o reo v er, can o n ized  M arg are t M ary  A laco q u e . H en ce , w e can  h av e fu ll 

co n fid en ce  in  th e  rev e la tio n  o f  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart  an d  in  th e  p ro m ises  a ttach ed  to  it; it w o u ld  

b e  n e ith e r  reaso n ab le  n o r  u se fu l to  n eg lec t th em .

N o w  ev en  th o u g h o u r d iv in e S av io r h as a ttach ed  m an y g reat p ro m ises to th e d ev o tio n  to  H is  

S acred H eart, n ev erth e le ss th ese p ro m ises sh o u ld  n o t b e o u r ch ie f m o tiv e in  cu ltiv a tin g  th is d ev o tio n  

fe rv en tly . S t. M arg aret M ary  w rite s: “ If  C h ris tian s o n ly  k n ew  h o w  p leas in g  th is d ev o tio n  is to  Jesu s, n o t 

o n e  o f  th em , n o  m atter h o w  w eak  th e  lo v e  w h ich  h e  b ears o u r  m o st lo v in g  S av io r, b u t w o u ld  p rac tice  it.”  

B ecau se  o f  H is  lo v e  fo r  u s , o u r S av io r  ea rn es tly  d esire s  th a t  w e  h o n o r  H is  S acred  H eart. W e  w ish  to  b e  tru e  

frien d s o f Jesu s : th en le t u s co m p ly w ith H is req u est. T h is sh o u ld  b e o u r m ain  reaso n  fo r cu ltiv a tin g  

d ev o tio n  to  H is S acred  H eart, s in ce  th is d ev o tio n  is  th a t p ro o f  o f  o u r lo v e  fo r  H im  w h ich  H e  H im self  h as  

d em an d ed . O  Jesu s , T h o u  h ast lo v ed  u s so  u n se lfish ly , sh a re  w ith  u s a  little o f  th e  n o b ility  o f  T h y  d iv ine  

h eart so  th a t in  th e  p ractice  o f  th is d ev o tio n  w e  m ay  d esire  ra th e r  to  p ro cu re  T h y  h o n o r  an d  to  g iv e  T h ee  

p leasu re  than  to  p ro m o te  o u r  o w n  ad v an tag e .

N everthe less , w e m u st n o t n eg lec t th e  p ro m ises  o f  o u r S av io r; fo r H e h as m ad e th em  in  v iew  o f  

o u r  w eak n ess . In  th e G o sp e l H e  co m m an d s  u s , w h en  w e  m eet w ith  d ifficu ltie s  in  H is serv ice , to  th in k  o f  

th e  rew ard  w h ich  w ill o n e  d ay  b e  o u rs  (c f. L k . 6 :2 3 ). H e  ev en  p ro m ises  u s  tem po ral  b less ing s; b u t th e  v ery  



m an n er in  w h ich  H e m ak es th ese  p ro m ises sh o w s c learly  th a t w e  a re n o t to  a ttach  o u r h eart to  th em , b u t  

o n ly  h o p e fo r th em  co n fid en tly  w h ile w e se rve H im  fa ith fu lly . “S eek  firs t th e k in g d o m  o f G o d  an d  H is  

ju s tice , an d  a ll th ese  th in g s  (o f  w h ich  y o u  h av e  n eed ) w ill b e  g iv en  y o u  b esid es”  (M t. 6 :3 3 ).

T h e sam e is tru e o f  th e  p ro m ises m ad e in  favo r  o f  th e d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart. H ere. to o . 

Jesu s  p ro m ises  d iv in e  a id  in  tem po ral  w an ts. O n  th is  p o in t S t. M arg aret  w rite s: “A s  reg ard s  lay  p eo p le , th ey  

w ill o b ta in  b y  m eans  o f  th is  sw ee t d ev o tio n  a ll th e  h e lp  th a t th ey  n eed  in  th e ir  s ta te  o f  life , th a t is , d o m estic  

p eace , a  sw ee ten in g  o f  th e ir lab o rs , th e  b less in g  o f  h eav en  u p o n  a ll th e ir u n d ertak in g s, an d  co n so la tio n  in  

d istress.” B u t a ll th ese  b less in g s a re seco n d ary  m atte rs an d  a re  g ran ted  o n ly  in so far as  th ey  m ay  b e  u se fu l 

in  p ro m o tin g sa lv a tio n . F o r th is reaso n  th e S a in t ad d s a t o n ce : “T h ey w ill fin d  a re fu ge in  th is ad o rab le  

h eart d u rin g  th e ir  w h o le  ea rth ly  p ilg rim ag e , b u t espec ia lly  in  th e  h o u r  o f  d ea th . O h , h o w  sw eet th e  d eath  o f  

th o se  w h o  h av e  p ersev e rin g ly  cu ltiv a ted  d ev o tio n  to  th e  h eart o f  H im  w h o  is  to  b e  th e ir  ju d g e .”

2 . T h e  s p ir i tu a l a d v a n ta g e s  w h ic h  a r e  g r a n te d  to  th o s e  w h o  c u lt iv a te  th is  d e v o tio n  a r e  w o r th y  o f  

v e ry  s p e c ia l c o n s id e r a t io n . T h e n a tu re o f tire p ro m ise is a lw ay s in k eep in g w ith th e p rac tice o f th e  

d ev o tio n . Ju s t as o u r  S av io r  w h ile  o n  ea rth  m ad e  g en era l p ro m ises to  th o se  w h o  accep ted  H is  d o c trin e  an d  

o b se rv ed  H is co m m an d m en ts , an d  sp ec ia l p ro m ises to tiio se w h o  fo r lo v e o f  H im  le ft a ll an d  d ed ica ted  

th e ir  liv es  to  ap o sto lic  ac tiv itie s, so  lik ew ise  H e  h as  m ad e  g en eral p ro m ises  to  a ll th o se  w h o  sh a ll h o n o r  H is  

S acred  H eart an d  sp ec ia l p ro m ises to th o se w h o  co n sec ra te tiiem se lv es to  H im  in  a  sp ec ia l m an n er an d  

s triv e  to  p ro m o te  th is  d ev o tio n  to  th e  b est o f  th e ir  ab ility .

W h en o u r S av io r p ro m ises th a t “H e w ill p o u r o u t th e g races o f H is d iv in e lo v e fro m  th e  

ab u n d an ce o f  H is h eart” o n  a ll th o se  w h o  ce leb ra te  th e  feas t o f  th e S acred  H eart, H e is m ak ing  a  g en era l 

p ro m ise . S o , lik ew ise , w h en  H e say s th a t H e w ill p o u r o u t g en ero u sly  th e treasu res in  w h ich  H is h eart 

ab o u n d s u p on  th o se  w h o  h o n o r  th e  p ic tu re  o f  th e S acred  H eart. T h e C h u rch  re fers  to  th is g en eral p ro m ise  

w h en  sh e d ec la res in  th e  o ffice  o f  th e  feas t o f  th e S acred  H eart th a t th is  feas t h as  b een  in s titu ted  in  o rd er  

th a t th e fa ith fu l, b y  v en era tin g th e p ic tu re o f  th is m o st h o ly  h eart, m ay m o re d ev o u tly  v en era te th e lo v e  

w h ich  C h ris t h as sh o w n  u s  in  H is  p assio n , in  H is d eath  o n  th e  c ro ss, in  th e  in s titu tio n  o f  tire  M o st B lessed  

S acram en t o f  th e  A ltar, an d  as a  re su lt p artic ip a te  m o re  fu lly  in  th e  b less in g s  o f  th is lo v e. G ro w th  in  lo v e  

fo r  o u r  S av io r  is  a  v ery  n a tu ra l fru it o f  th e  p ro p er  ex erc ise  o f  th is  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart; it  is  a lso  th e  

n o b les t fru it w h ich  it can  p ro d u ce in  u s . A ll o th e r g races a re s ig n ifican t o n ly in so fa r as th ey ten d  to  

p reserv e an d  in c rease th is lo v e. H en ce , S t. M arg are t M ary  w rite s : “T h e m ain  p u rp o se o f o u r S av io r in  

in stitu ting  th is d ev o tio n  w as  to  co n v ert th e  w o rld  to  H is lo v e .” “ I k n o w  o f  n o  o th e r d ev o tio n  w h ich  is so  

w ell ca lcu la ted  to  lead  a  so u l in  a  sh o rt tim e  to  p erfec tio n , an d  to  a llo w  it to  ta s te  th a t tru e  sw ee tn ess  w h ich  

is  p ecu liar  to  th e  se rv ice  o f  C h ris t.”  P erfectio n  is  n o th in g  e lse  th an  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  d o m in an t  in  a ll o u r  ac ts. 

T h e d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart is an  ex cep tio n a l m ean s  to  en k in d le  in  u s su ch  a  liv in g , en erg e tic  lo v e. 

W e  n eed  n o  fu rth e r  a rg u m en t  u rg en tly  to  reco m m end  th is  d ev o tion .

O u r L o rd  h as m ad e sp ec ia l p ro m ises to  th o se w h o  co n sec ra te  th em se lv es  to  H is d iv in e h eart. S t. 

M arg are t M ary  w rite s : “O u r  S av io r  h as  to ld  m e  th a t  th e  p leasu re  H e  ex p erien ces  w h en  H e  is  k n o w n , lo v ed , 

an d  h o n o red  b y  a  c reatu re  is  so  g reat th a t, if  I am  n o t m istak en , H e  h as  m ad e  th e  p ro m ise  th a t a ll th o se  w h o  

d ed ica te  an d  co n sec ra te  th em se lv es  to  H im  w ill n o t  b e  lo s t.” S h e  say s  th e  sam e  in  an o th er  p lace : “A ll th o se  

w h o  a re  co n sec ra ted  to  th is  h eart  w ill n o t b e  lo s t.”

W h at is  m ean t b y  th is  co n sec ra tio n , w e  can  g a th er  fro m  th e  fo rm u la  o f  co n sec ra tion  co m po sed  b y  

S t. M arg are t M aty an d  ap p ro v ed  an d  in d u lg en ced  b y  P o p e  L eo  X III. It b eg in s w ith  th e w o rd s: “ I . N .N ., 

g iv e  an d  co n sec ra te m y self, m y  p erso n , m y  life , m y  lab o rs , m y  su ffe rin g s to  th e S acred  H eart o f  o u r  L o rd  

Jesu s C h ris t in  o rd e r th a t I m ay  u se a ll th a t I am  an d  h av e o n ly  fo r H is h o n o r, lo v e , an d  g lo ry . It is m y  



irrev o cab le  d e te rm in a tio n  to  b e lo n g  w h o lly  to  H im , to  d o  ev ery th in g  fo r  lo v e  o f  H im , an d  to  ren o u n ce  w ith  

m y  w h o le h eart ev ery th in g  w h ich  m ig h t b e  d isp leas in g  to  th is d iv in e h eart.” T h e co n sec ra tio n , th e refo re , 

co n sists  in  th e  co m p le te  d ed ica tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart w ith  th e  firm  d e te rm in a tio n  to  liv e  in  th e  fu tu re  o n ly  

fo r  H is  h o n o r. T o  a ll th o se  w h o  a re  an im ated  b y  tin s  d esire , o u r S av io r  h as  m ad e  th e  p ro m ise  th a t th ey  w ill 

n o t b e  lo st. E ssen tia lly  th e  sam e  p ro m ise is  a lread y  fo u n d  in  H o ly  W rit, w h ere  w e  read : "M y  sh eep  h ear  M y  

v o ice , an d  I k n o w  th em , an d  th ey  fo llo w  M e. A n d  I g iv e  th em  ev erlas tin g  life ; an d  th ey  sh a ll n ev er  p erish , 

n e ith e r  sh a ll an y o n e  sn atch  th em  o u t o f  M y  h an d ” (Jn . 1 0 :2 7 , 2 8 ). If  Jesu s, th e re fo re , assu res a ll th o se  w h o  

co n sec ra te th em se lv es  en tire ly  to  H is d iv ine  h eart th a t th ey  sh a ll n o t p erish , it is  in  p erfec t acco rd  w ith  th e  

p ro m ises  w h ich  H e  m ad e  d u rin g  H is  tem p o ra l life  o n  ea rth  in  fav o r  o f  H is sh eep  w h o  k n o w  H is  v o ice  an d  

fo llo w  H im .

A n d  th is p ro m ise is esp ec ia lly tru e o f  th o se w h o  co n sec ra te th em se lv es  to  th is d iv in e h eart n o t 

o n ly  th a t th ey  m ay  p rac tice  th is d ev o tio n  th em se lv es , b u t th a t th ey  m ay  sp read  it am o n g  o th e rs to  th e  b est 

o f th e ir ab ility . O n e y ear b efo re h er d ea th , th e S a in t w ro te to a re lig io u s (P . C ro ise t): "O u r S av io r is  

co n su m ed  w ith  an  a rd en t d esire to  b e  k n o w n , lo v ed , an d  h o n o red  b y  m en  in  a to n em en t fo r  th e  m an y  b itte r  

an d  h u m ilia tin g  ex p erien ces H e h as su ffe red  a t th e ir h an d s . S o  g reat is th is d esire , th a t H e h as p ro m ised  

th a t a ll th o se  w h o  co n sec ra te an d  d ed ica te  th em se lv es  to  H im , in  o rd e r  to  a ffo rd  H im  th is  p leasu re —  th a t 

is , to  lo v e , h o n o r, an d  g lo rify  H im  an d  to  s triv e , as fa r as th ey  can  acco rd ing  to  th e m easu re  o f  th e m ean s  

H e  w ill p u t a t  th e ir  d ispo sa l, th a t o th e rs  a lso  h o n o r  H im  in  th is  w ay  —  w ill n o t b e  lo s t; th a t H e  w ill b e  th e ir  

secu re re fug e  fro m  a ll th e  sn a res  o f  th e ir en em ies, b u t espec ia lly  in  th e  h o u r  o f  d ea th ; th a t H e  w ill receiv e  

th em  lo v in g ly  in to  H is d iv in e h eart an d  th u s assu re  th e ir sa lv atio n ; th a t H e  w ill tak e ca re to san c tify  an d  

g lo rify th em  b efo re H is h eav en ly  F a th e r to tire sam e ex ten t to w liich  th ey p ro cu red  th e sp read  o f th e  

k in g d om  o f  H is lo v e  in  th e  h earts  o f  m en .”

T h e S a in t say s o f  h erself: "I fee l en tire ly  lo s t in  th is  d iv in e  h eart as th o u g h  in  a  b o tto m less  ab y ss , 

w h ere th e L o rd d isc lo ses to m e treasu res o f lo v e an d o f g race d estin ed fo r th o se p erso n s w h o w ill 

co n sec ra te an d  d ed ica te  th em se lv es  to  H im  in  o rd e r  to  g iv e  an d  p ro cu re  fo r  H im  as  m u ch  lo v e  an d  g lo ry  as  

th ey  can ; b u t th ese  treasu res  a re  so  g reat  th a t w o rd s  fa il w h en  I a ttem p t to  d esc rib e  th em .”

A p osto lic  lo v e  an d  en th u sia sm  fo r  th e  p rac tice  an d  th e  sp read  o f  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart  

is . th e refo re , a  s ig n  o f  p red estin atio n  an d  an  ea rn est o f  g rea t g lo ry  an d  h ap p in ess in  h eav en . Y et w e  m u st 

n o t fo rg e t th e w o rd s o f  w an tin g  w h ich S t. M arg are t h as ad d ed . O u r S av io r is in d eed  an x io u s to  g iv e  u s  

p rec iou s  g ifts; “b u t fro m  th o se  —  an d  th ese  a re  H is  w o rd s  —  w h o  d o  n o t u se  th em  an d  d o  n o t p erm it th em  

to  o p erate  in  th e ir so u ls, th ey  w ill ag a in  b e  w ith d raw n ; fo r  th is is th e  p rec iou s  h eritag e o f  sa lv atio n , w liich  

is  ten d e red  u s  b y  o u r  h eav en ly  F a th e r  as  a  fin al m eans  to  cu re  o u r  ills ."

3 . B u t  w h a t  s h a ll w e  s a y  o f  th a t  s o -c a l le d  “ g r e a t  p r o m ise  " ?  Its w o rd in g  is  as fo llo w s: "I p ro m ise  

th ee in  th e u n fath o m ab le m ercy o f M y h eart th a t M y o m n ipo ten t lo v e w ill p ro cu re th e g race o f fin a l 

p en iten ce  fo r  a ll th o se  w h o  co m m u n icate  o n  n in e  su ccessiv e  firs t F rid ay s  o f  th e  m o n th ; th ey  w ill n o t d ie  in  

M y  d isfav o r, o r  w ith o u t h av in g  rece iv ed  th e ir sacram en ts, s in ce  M y  d iv in e  h eart  w ill b e  th e ir  su re  re fu g e  in  

th e  la s t m o m en ts  o f  th e ir  life .”

In  b rie f, th e g race o f  a h ap p y d eath  is h ere p ro m ised  a ll th o se w h o w ill w o rth ily rece iv e H o ly  

C o m m u n io n  o n  n in e su ccess iv e firs t F rid ay s o f  th e m o n th  in  h o n o r  o f  th e S acred  H eart. T h is rev e la tio n  

d o es  n o t en joy  th e  ce rta in ty  o f  an  a rtic le  o f  fa ith , an y  m o re  th an  th e  o th e r rev e la tio n s m ad e  to  S t. M arg are t  

M ary o r to o th e r sa in ts; y e t it h as b een  ex am in ed b y  th e C h u rch  an d  h as n o t b een  re jec ted ; h efice , it is  

w o rth y  o f  b e lie f. N o  m an , h o w ev er, can  say  w ith  ce rta in ty : “ I h av e  sa tis fied  th e  co n d itio n s o f  th e  n in e  firs t 

F rid ay s an d  h en ce  I sh a ll in fa llib ly  b e sav ed .” W ith  ab so lu te  certa in ty  h e  d o es n o t ev en  k n o w  th a t h e  h as  



rece ived  H oly  C o m m u n io n  w o rth ily  each  o f  th o se n in e  tim es . H e  m ay  h o p e  th a t h e h as if  th e  v o ice  o f  h is  

co n sc ien ce  th u s  te s tif ies ; b u t ab so lu te  certa in ty  h e  can  n ev er  h av e .

L et u s , th en , d o  w h at  w e  can  an d  leav e  th e  re s t in  p erfec t co n fid en ce  to  o u r S av io r; th is  co n fid en ce  

in  Jesu s  w ill ce rta in ly  n o t  p ro v e  to  o u r  d isad v an tag e . T h e  C h u rch  h as  ap p ro v ed  th is  p rac tice  o f  th e  n in e  firs t 

F rid ay s an d h as g ran ted a p len a ry in d u lg en ce o n each o f th e n in e F rid ay s , [fo o tn o te: E n c h ir id io n  

In d u lg e n tia r u m ,  N o . 2 5 2 . S ee  a lso  E n g lish  R acco lta , N o . 2 5 2 .]

W h at is p aram o u n t fo r u s is th a t w e s triv e to co m p ly w ith  th e w ish  o f o u r d iv in e S av io r as  

p erfectly  as  p o ss ib le an d  a ffo rd  H im  th is  p leasu re . T h e  m o re  g en ero us  w e  sh o w  o u rse lv es to w ard  H im , th e  

m o re  g en ero u s  H e  w ill  b e  to w ard  u s; th e  le ss  w e  th in k  o f  o u rse lv es an d  th e  m o re  w e  th in k  o f  H im , th e  m o re  

w ill  H e  th in k  o f  u s . L et u s  s triv e  to  liv e  o n ly  fo r  H im , th en  w e  sh a ll certa in ly  d ie  a  h ap p y  d ea th  in  H im . T h e  

d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart is a  sp ec ia l fo rm  o f  p ray er. B u t p ersev erin g  p ray e r is th e  m ean s  in s titu ted  b y  

C h ris t to  o b ta in  fin a l p ersev e ran ce, as  a ll th eo lo g ian s  teach  w ith  S t. A u g u stin e [fo o tn o te : S t. A u g u stin e , D e  

D o n o  P e rs e v . c . 1 6 . n . 3 9 ] an d  S t. T h o m as  A q u inas , [fo o tn o te : S t. T h o m as, S u m m a  T h e o l . I . 2 ae . q . 1 1 4 , a . 

9  ad  L ]

If  w e rem ain  fa ith fu l in  th e p ractice o f  th e d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart, w e a re p ersev e rin g  in  

p ray er. B u t p ersev e ran ce  in  p ray e r  is in sep a rab ly  co n n ec ted  w ith  fin a l p ersev eran ce , th e re fo re  a lso  w ith  th e  

recep tio n  o f  th e la s t sac ram en ts , in so fa r as th ey  a re n ecessa ry  fo r sa lv a tio n . If  a m an  d ies in  th e s ta te o f  

san c tify in g  g race, h e  is sav ed , ev en  th o u g h  h e  h as n o t receiv ed  th e  la s t sac ram en ts th ro u g h  n o  fau lt o f  h is  

o w n . T h is is  w h y  w e  read  in  th a t p ro m ise  m ad e to S t. M arg are t M aty : “T h ey  w ill n o t d ie  w ith o u t  h av in g  

rece iv ed  th e ir sacram en ts” ; th a t is , w ith o u t th o se sac ram en ts th a t th ey n eed to o b ta in  sa lv a tio n . L et u s  

en co u rag e  o u rse lv es  to  a  fe rven t p ractice  o f  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart  b y  co n sid e rin g  th ese  p ro m ises  

w h ich  o u r S av io r h as m ad e  to  th o se  w h o  p ractice  th is d ev o tio n ; b u t le t u s  b e  in flu en ced  ev en  m o re  b y  th e  

d esire  to  d o  ev ery th in g , as  fa r  as  w e  can . th a t is  p leas in g  to  H im .

C H A P T E R  X X X

O n e  H eart W ith  th e  H eart o f  Jesu s

“ A n d  I  w ill  g iv e  y o u  a

n e w  h e a r t”  (E z e c h . 3 6 :2 6 ) .

1 . T h e  n e w  h e a r t . In  th e  O ld  L aw  G o d  repea ted ly  p ro m ised  th ro u g h  H is p ro p h e ts to  m ak e a  n ew  

co v en an t w ith  m en  an d  g iv e  th em  a  n ew  h eart, o n e  in  w h ich  th e  k n o w led g e o f  tru th  an d  th e lo v e  o f G o d  

sh o u ld  b e w ritten  (c f. Je r. 3 1 :3 1 ff .) . T h is p ro p h ecy  fo u n d its acco m p lish m en t in  C h ris t as H e H im se lf  

te stifie s  (c f. Jn . 6 :4 4 , 4 5 ). A ll th e  fu lln ess  o f  tru th  an d  g race  w as  in  th e  S o n  o f  G o d  m ad e  m an , an d  o f  th is  

fu lln ess  a ll w h o  b e lon g  to  H im  h av e  rece iv ed  (c f. Jn . 1 :1 4 -16 ) so  th a t C h ris t liv es  in  a ll (c f. R o m . 8 :1 0 ; C o l. 



2 :6  ff .) . C h ris t’s life is o u r life , H is h eart is o u r h eart, an d  H is sen tim en ts a re o u r sen tim en ts. T h is is tire  

N ew  T estam en t w h ich  G o d  h as  m ad e  w ith  u s . W e  a re  to  liv e  w ith  th e  life  o f  th e  d iv in e  h eart o f  Jesus .

W hen  o u r  d iv in e S av io r rev ea led  fo r  th e  firs t tim e  to  S t. M arg aret M ary  A laco q u e  “ th e  in e ffab le  

m y ste rie s o f  H is  m o st h o ly  h eart."  H e  to ld  h er  in  so  m an y  w o rd s  th a t o f  h erse lf sh e  w as  a  v ery  in ad eq u a te  

in s tru m en t fo r th e  acco m p lish m en t o f  th e  g reat ta sk  H e h ad  se t fo r h er. T h en  H e  ask ed  h er fo r h er h eart. 

S h e to ld  H im  to  tak e it. H e  d id  so  an d  p u t it in to  H is ad o rab le h eart, w h ere  H e a llo w ed  h er to  see it as a  

little  a to m  b e in g  co n su m ed  in  th a t  fie ry  fu rn ace . T h en , d raw in g  it o u t lik e  a  b u rn in g  flam e  in  th e  fo rm  o f  a  

h eart, H e re s to red  it to  th e p lace fro m  w h ich  H e h ad  tak en  it an d  sa id : “B eh o ld , M y  b e lo ved , a  p recio u s  

p ro o f  o f  M y  lo v e . I in c lo se  in  th y  h eart  a  little  sp ark  o f  th e  m o st a rden t flam e  o f  M y  lo v e , to  se rve  th ee  as  a  

h eart an d  to  co n su m e th ee till th y  la s t m o m en t.” T h e sen tim en ts w h ich  h en ce fo rw ard  filled  th e S a in t a re  

m irro red  in  h er  w o rd s: “ I am  n o  lo n g er  ab le  to  b u sy  m y self  ab o u t an y th in g  ex cep t th e S acred  H eart o f  m y  

Jesu s. I w ill d ie  co n ten t if  I h av e  p ro cu red  fo r  H im  a  little g lo ry . ... If  I  b u t lo v e  H im  an d  H e  ru le s, th a t is  

su ffic ien t  fo r  m e.”

H ere  w e see th e g o a l to w ard  w h ich  b y  its v ery  n a tu re  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e S acred  H eart tend s  to  

h av e  o n e  h eart w ith  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s , to  su rren d er o n ese lf  w h o lly , th a t is , to  g iv e  u p  a ll se lf-seek in g , to  

fo rg e t o n eself  en tire ly  in  o rd er  to  liv e  o n ly  b y  th a t  fire  w h ich  th e  lo v e  o f  Jesu s h as en k in d led  in  u s . to  liv e  

b y  H is  lo v e , to  liv e  th ro u g h  H is lo v e , to  liv e  fo r  H is lo v e . T h is is n o th in g  e lse th an  th e  o b serv an ce  o f  th e  

co m m an d m en t w h ich  en jo in s  u s  to  lo v e G o d  w ith  o u r  w h o le so u l, w ith  o u r  w h o le  h eart, an d  w ith  a ll o u r 

s tren g th . T h e ab ility to o b serv e th is co m m an d m en t w e h av e n o t o f o u rselv es, b u t o f C h ris t fro m  w h o se  

h eart a ll g races  co m e. T h is tm th  th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart sh o u ld  a lw ay s k eep  b efo re  u s: W h atev e r  

w e a re . w h atev e r w e can  d o . th a t w e a re an d  can  d o o n ly th ro u g h  C  h ris t H is h eart is th e so u rce o f  th e  

w h o le su p ern a tu ra l life ; fro m  H im  co m es a ll lig h t, a ll s tren g th , a ll lo v e , a ll tru e sen tim en ts , a ll n o b le  

en d eav o rs, a ll h o ly  w o rks . A s  th e  C h u rch  is a  co n tin u a tio n  o f  th e  life  o f  C h ris t o n  ea rth , so  th e  h eart  o f  o u r 

S av io r is th e h eart o f  th e C h u rch . G o d ’s p ro m ise to g iv e  H is p eo p le a  n ew  h eart h as b een  fu lfilled  in  a  

m an n er w h ich  n o m an  ev er co u ld  h av e su sp ec ted . T h e n ew  h eart is n o t o n ly th e n o b lest h u m an  h eart, 

w ith o u t s ta in , an d  rep le te  w ith  h o lin ess  an d  g race; it is  a  d iv in e  h eart, in  w h ich  th e  h eav en ly  F a th e r  is  w ell 

p leased , b ecau se H e sees in  it th e  u n d im m ed  re flec tio n  o f  H is o w n  g lo ry , an d  b ecau se th is h eart is H is  

g rea tes t an d  a ll-su ffic ien t g lo rifica tio n . C h ris t acco m p lish ed  m an y  g reat w o rk s b y  w h ich  H e g lo rified  tire  

F a th er. B u t th a t w h ich  g av e to  a ll th ese w o rk s th e ir m o ral v a lu e h ad  its o rig in  in  H is h eart, in  H is se lf­

su rren d er to  H is  h eav en ly  F a th er, in  H is o b ed ien ce , in  H is  v irtu e , an d  m o st o f  a ll in  H is lo v e . T h is lo v e  is . 

in  th e first p lace, a  c reated  lo v e ; b u t th e c reated  lo v e is an  e ffec t o f th e u n crea ted  lo v e b y w h ich  it is  

co n tin u a lly  fan n ed  to  a  w h ite  h eat; it is  th e  lo v e  o f  a  d iv in e  p erso n , an d  th e refo re  it  p o ssesses a ll th e  d ig n ity  

p ro p er  to  a  d iv in e  p erson . H u m an  lan g u age  is fa r  to o  w eak  an d  in ad eq u a te to  ex p ress fu lly  a ll th e  d ig n ity  

an d  g lo ty  w h ich  th e  w o rd s “H eart o f  Jesu s” co n n o te . T h e  h eart o f  Jesu s co n ta in s a t o n e  an d  th e  sam e  tim e  

b o th  d iv in e lo v e an d  th e h ig h est h u m an  lo v e : it is th e ep ito m e o f  a ll c reated  an d  u n crea ted  san ctity ; it is  

p ro p erly  tire  o n ly  g lo rifica tio n  o f  G o d  o n  th e  p art o f  th e  h u m an  race , fo r  a ll o th e r  g o o d  is  g o o d  o n ly  b ecau se  

it  is  a  fru it o f  u n io n  w ith  C h ris t. N o  m an  can  p lease  G o d  ex cep t th ro u g h  C h ris t, [fo o tn o te : C o u n c il o f  T ren t, 

S ess . 6 , C . 1 6 ; S ess. 1 4 , C . 8 .] T h e  h eart o f  C h ris t is th e  su n  w h ich  m ak es  u s  ch ild ren  o f  th e  lig h t, it is th e  

fu rn ace  w h en ce  issu es  a ll life -g iv in g  w arm th  w ith o u t  w h ich  ev e iy th in g  is  co ld , d ark , an d  d ead . T h e  h eart  o f  

C h ris t is  th e  cen te r  o f  th e  su p ern a tu ra l w o rld . S o  g lo rio u sly  h as G o d  k ep t H is  p ro m ise  to  g iv e  H is  p eo p le  a  

n ew  h eart.

2 . O u r  u n io n  w ith  th e  h e a r t  o f  J e s u s . T h e  treasu res  o f  th e S acred  H eart o f  Jesu s a re m ean in g less  

fo r  u s , if  w e  a re  n o t in  liv in g  co m m u n io n  w ith  th is d iv in e  h eart. If  w e  ab id e  n o t in  Jesu s , w e  a re w ith e red  



b ran ch es d estin ed  to  b e  cast in to  th e fire an d  b u rn ed  (c f. Jn . 1 5 :6 ). T h e h eart o f  Jesu s m u st b eco m e o u r 

h eart; an d  th e  m o re  fu lly  it  b eco m es o u r  h eart, tire  m o re  tru ly  o u r h eart  w ill b e  a  n ew  h eart, an d  th e  g reate r  

th e  p leasu re w ith  w h ich  o u r h eav en ly F a th e r w ill reg a rd  u s . B u t th e re a re d egrees  o f  u n io n  o f C h ristian  

h earts  w ith  th e  h eart o f  Jesus . W h at  d o es  th is  m ean ?

T h e essen tia l u n io n  w ith  C h ris t, in d isp en sab le  fo r salv a tio n , is th e s ta te  o f  san c tify in g  g race . T h e  

fu lln ess  o f  a ll g race  is  in  C h rist an d  o f  H is  fu lln ess  w e  h av e  a ll rece iv ed . C h ris t is  th e  lig h t o f  th e  w o rld ; b y  

san c tify in g  g race  w e  a re  d e liv e red  fro m  th e  d ark n ess  o f  s in  an d  d am n a tio n  an d  tran sla ted  in to  th e  k in g d om  

o f  lig h t (C o l. 1 :1 2  ff) . C h ild ren  w h o  h av e n o t y e t a tta in ed  th e u se o f reaso n  a re m ad e p artak e rs o f  th is  

u n io n  w ith  C h ris t w ith o u t an y  e ffo rt o f  th e ir o w n . B u t in  ad u lts th is u n io n  cann o t b e m ain tain ed  w ith o u t  

ac tiv e co -o p era tio n . T h ey  m u st  w o rk  w ith  g race  an d  p erfo rm  g o o d  w o rk s; th ey  m u st s tru g g le  to  p ersev e re  

in g race b y o v erco m in g  tem p ta tio n s; th ey m u st m ak e sac rifices fo r th e su p ern a tu ra l life . If w e a re  

d e te rm in ed  to  m ain ta in  th is u n io n  a t a ll co sts , if  w e a re p rep a red  to  re lin q u ish  ev en ' ea rth ly  p o ssessio n , 

ev ery  fo rm  o f  p leasu re , ra th er th an  p erm it o u rse lv es to  b e  sep a ra ted  fro m  th e  lo v e  o f  o u r S av io r, w e  h av e  

a tta in ed  th e  first d eg ree o f  u n io n  o f  o u r h earts w ith  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s . H e  w h o  is an im a ted  b y  su ch  sen ­

tim en ts  h as  ad o p ted  th e  sen tim en ts o f  C h ris t, an d  h is  h eart, in  a  tru e  sen se , is  o n e  h eart w ith  C h ris t’s h eart. 

S u ch  a  d isp o sitio n  m ay  b e  su m m arized  in  th e  p rin cip le : G o d  ab o v e  a ll th in gs; I m u st lo se  ev ery th in g  ra th e r  

th an  lo se  G o d . B u t  th is  is  m erely  th e  lo w est  d eg ree  o f  u n io n  o f  o u r  h earts  w ith  th e  h eart  o f  Jesu s .

O u r S av io r  n o t o n ly  d id  n o t  p re fe r  th e  th in g s  o f  th is  w o rld  to  G o d , o r  m ak e  th em  eq u al  to  G o d , b u t  

H e d id  n o t lo v e th em  a t a ll, ex cep t in so far as th e lo v e o f G o d  d em an d ed  th is o f  H im . W ealth , co m fo rt, 

h u m an  es teem  w ere  n o t m eans  su itab le  to  th e  en d  w h ich  th e  w ill o f  H is h eav en ly  F a th er  h ad  ap p o in ted  fo r  

H im . T h a t is w h y  H e  d id  n o t lo v e  th em , b u t ch o se in s tead  as H is  p o rtio n  p o v erty , su ffe rin g , h u m ilia tio n s,  

an d  th e  b itte r  d ea th  o f  th e  c ro ss . H e lo v ed  m en  an d  H e lo v ed  so m e m o re  th an  o th e rs . T h e  reaso n  fo r th is  

lo v e  w as  ag a in  th e  lo v e  o f  H is  h eav en ly  F a th e r, w h o  h ad  p u t in to  H is  h eart lo v e  fo r  m an k in d  in  g en era l an d  

sp ec ia l lo v e  fo r  p riv ileg ed so u ls . T h e  w ill o f  G o d  w as  th e  so le  d e te rm in in g  facto r  o f  th e  d e lib e rate  ac ts o f  

o u r S av io r’s w ill. W h atev e r H e  lo v ed  b esid es G o d , H e  lo v ed  so le ly  fo r G o d ’s sak e  an d  o n ly  in so fa r  as th e  

lo v e  o f  G o d  d em an d ed  th is  o f  H im .

Id en tity  o f  sen tim en t w ith  th e  sen tim en ts  o f  C h ris t, th e re fo re , im p lie s d e tach m en t  o f  h eart fro m  a ll 

ea rth ly  th in g s  co n sid e red  so le ly  in  th em se lv es  an d  p resc in d in g  fro m  th e ir  re la tio n sh ip  to  G o d . T h e  h eart o f  

Jesu s is an  u n d iv id ed  h eart; an y th in g  th a t d o es n o t p erta in  to  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  fin d s n o  p lace th e re . If  o u r 

h eart is to  b e  o n e  w ith  th e  h eart o f  C h ris t, th en  lo v e  o f  G o d  a lo n e m u st ru le in  o u r h earts . A n y th in g  th a t 

w o u ld  en te r o u r  h earts  m u st p ro v e  th a t it is p art o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . It is n o t en o u g h  th a t it is n o t a  m o rta l 

s in . T h ere  can  b e  n o  q u estio n  o f  d e lib era te  s in , n o t ev en  in  sm all m atte rs . It w o u ld  b e  b lasp h em o u s  ev en  to  

th in k  th a t  o u r  S av io r  h ad  ev er  d e lib era ted : “ Is  th is  th in g  th a t  I  in ten d  to  d o  a t m o st a  v en ia l  s in  an d  th e re fo re  

n o t a m o rta l s in? ” A n d  if su ch  co n d u c t is an  ab o m in a tio n  to  th e h eart o f Jesu s , h o w  can  o u r h earts b e  

p erfectly  o n e  w ith  H is if  th ey  fo llo w  su ch  p rin c ip le s  o r  p erm it su ch  d e lib e ratio n s?  U n io n  o f  h eart w ith  th e  

h eart o f  Jesu s  m ean s  th e  ex c lu s io n  o f  a ll d elibe rate  s in , n o  m atter  h o w  sm all th e  s in  m ay  seem  to  b e .

B u t th is is n o t y e t en o u g h . It w o u ld  h ard ly  red o u n d  to  o u r S av io r’s g rea te r g lo ry  if  w e  co u ld  o n ly  

say  o f  H im  th a t H e  h ad  n ev er d e lib e ra te ly  d o n e  an y th in g  s in fu l. T h e lo v e o f  H is h eart w as an  ab so lu te ly  

p u re  lo v e . A ll lo v e  o f  ea rth , ev en  th o u g h  n o t s in fu l, is a  s ta in  in  th e s ig h t o f  G o d  if  it is n o t p ro m p ted  b y  

lo v e  o f  G o d  an d  d irec ted  to w ard  th is lo v e . If  th e  p u re sen tim en ts o f  C h ris t a re  to  liv e in  u s , w e  m ay  lo v e  

n o th in g  c rea ted , ab so lu te ly  n o th in g  a t a ll, fo r its o w n  sak e , b u t o n ly  fo r G o d ’s sak e ; w e m u st p u rify ' o u r 

h earts  o f  a ll lo v e  o f  ea rth , b ecau se  o n ly  a  d e tached  h eart can  lo v e  G o d  as th e  h eart o f  Jesu s lo v ed  H im . W e  

m ay  lo v e  m en , w e  m u st lo v e  a ll m en , w e  m u st lo v e  so m e  m o re  th an  o th e rs; b u t th e  m o tiv e  an d  th e  m easu re  



o f  a ll o u r  lo v e  m u st  b e  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . W e  m ay  s triv e  a fte r th e  treasu res o f  th is  w o rld  so le ly  as  m ean s  to  

h e lp  u s se rve  G o d . W e  m ay  seek  th e  th ing s  w h ich  c rea tu res can  g iv e  u s , if , an d  in so fa r as , th ey  h e lp  u s  to  

p ro ve  o u r lo v e  fo r  G o d . G o o d  fo rtu n e  o r  ev il fo rtu n e , w ealth  o r  p o v erty , p leasu re  o r  p a in , life  o r  d ea th  w ill 

th en  b eco m e  fo r  u s  m atters  o f  in d iffe ren ce ; th ey  w ill ap p ea r  d esirab le  o n ly  in so fa r  as  th ey  p ro m o te  o u r  o n ly  

lo v e , th e  lo v e  o f  th e  g rea tes t  G o o d .

T h is is , o f  co u rse , h ig h  p erfec tio n , an d  it is q u estio n ab le  if  w e  sh a ll ev er  a tta in  it fu lly  in  th is  life . 

Y et a ll o u r e ffo rts  m u st  b e  d irec ted  to w ard  it; an d  if  a t th e  en d  o f  o u r  life  w e  a re  s till im p erfect, G o d  in  H is  

m ercy h as p rep a red  a  p lace o f  p u rg a tio n  w h ere in  p u rify in g  flam es th e g o ld  o f  th e lo v e o f G o d  w ill b e  

c lean sed fro m  a ll th e d ro ss w h ich  s till c ling s to it as v estig es o f o u r ex ile o n  ea rth . F reed o m  fro m  a ll 

d e lib e ra te  a ttach m en t to  c rea tu res  fo r  th e ir  o w n  sak es  is , th e re fo re , th e  seco n d  d eg ree  o f  u n io n  o f  o u r  h earts  

w ith  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s .

T h ere is s till a  h ig h er d eg ree o f  co n fo rm ity  o f  sen tim en ts w ith  th e sen tim en ts o f  Jesu s, w h ich  to  

m an y  w ill ap p ear  an  u n a tta in ab le  id eal, ft w ill b e  su ffic ien t to  in d ica te  it b rie fly . Jesu s, w h o , if  H e  h ad  so  

w ish ed , co u ld  h av e ch o sen  w ealth , h o n o r, an d  leg itim a te p leasu re , ch o se in s tead , fo r lo v e o f  u s . p o v erty , 

h u m ilia tio n s, an d  su ffe rin g s . Is  it n o t p o ssib le , th e re fo re , fo r  a  n o b le  h eart to  ch o o se  fo r  lo v e  o f  Jesu s  th o se  

th ing s  w h ich  H e  ch o se, p ro v id ed  th a t th e  w ill o f  G o d  d o es  n o t d e te rm in e  o th e rw ise?  G reat sa in ts h av e  b een  

an im a ted  b y  th ese  sen tim en ts an d  h av e  in  th is  m aim er  p ro v ed  th e ir  lo v e  fo r  th e ir  S av io r. S t. M arg are t  M aiy  

te s tif ie s th a t th e  th o u g h t o f  th e su ffe rin g  L o rd  filled  h er w ith  th e  d esire to  su ffe r  w ith  Jesu s , an d  w ith  th e  

w ish  th a t h er su ffe rin g s m ig h t n ev er cease ev en  fo r a  m o m en t. H er d esire fo r su ffe rin g s w as ab u n d an tly  

sa tis fied . If  th is  p erfec tio n  o f  u n io n  w ith  o u r  su ffe rin g  S av io r  seem s  to  u s  u n a tta in ab le , w e  can , a t leas t  a fte r 

H is  ex am p le , b ear  w ith  p a tien ce  an d  re s ig n a tio n  th e  su ffe rin g s w h ich  G o d 's  p ro v id en ce  sen d s  u s . T h en  o u r 

h eart w ill o n e  d ay  b eco m e o n e  w ith  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s in  th a t lan d  w h ere  th is  u n io n  im p lie s  u n a lloy ed  jo y  

an d  h ap p in ess.

3 . T h e  p e r fe c t  u n io n  in  h e a v e n  o f  o u r  h e a r ts  w ith  th e  h e a r t  o f  J e su s  is  a  m y s te ry  w h ic h  w e  b e lie v e  

h e r e  b e lo w , b u t  c a n n o t  u n d e r s ta n d . T h e  k in g d o m  o f  C h ris t, w h ich  o n  ea rth  em b races a ll th o se  w h o  su ffe r 

an d  s triv e  fo r H is cau se , w ill n o t cease in  h eav en ; m ere , h o w ev er, co m b a t w ill g iv e  p lace  to  th e  v ic to r’s  

c ro w n , an d  th e  C h u rch  m ilitan t w ill b eco m e  th e  C h u rch  tr iu m p h an t. K in g  o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  th e  b lessed  is  

C h ris t. H is  h eart is  th e  h eart o f  th e  C h u rch  tr iu m p h an t. H is  h eart  an d  th e  h earts o f  H is  fo llo w ers  w ill b e  b u t  

o n e  h eart. O f  co u rse , each  o f  th e  b lessed  w ill h av e  h is o w n  b o d y  an d  Iris o w n  p h y sical h eart; h e  a lso  w ill 

h av e  h is  o w n  so u l en d o w ed  w ith  in te llig ence  an d  free  w ill. B u t a ll b ea tific  k n o w led g e  an d  a ll b ea tific  lo v e  

w ill h av e its so u rce an d  o rig in  in  C h ris t, ju s t as a ll g race w h ich  w e p ilg rim s receiv e h ere b e lo w  is v ita l  

en erg y ^ fro m  m e  v in e  w h ich  is C h ris t. E v en  in  h eav en  th e  b lessed  a re n o t m ere ly in d iv id u als ex is tin g  fo r  

th em se lv es a lo n e , b u t co n stitu te th e re , ev en  as h ere , th e m y stica l b o d y o f C h ris t, w ith th is d iffe ren ce , 

h o w ev er, th a t in h eav en  th e u n io n o f a ll w ith each o th e r an d w ith C h rist is ab so lu te ly p erfec t. T h e  

sen tim en ts  o f  C h rist a re  th e  sen tim en ts o f  each  in d iv id u a l, n o r  d o es  th e  least o b stac le m ar  su ch  co n fon n ity .  

T h ese  sen tim en ts a re  th e  p u res t, m o st a rd en t lo v e  o f  G o d . n o t a lo v e  o f  sac rifice  n o r  o f  su fferin g , fo r  th e re  

is  n o th in g  to  b e  sac rificed  o r  su ffe red , b u t o n ly  rap tu ro u s , b lissfu l, in to x icatin g  lo v e  o f  G o d . A ll th e  flam es  

o f  th is lo v e  h av e th e ir o rig in  in  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s, an d  g a th e r in  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s , an d  in  u n io n  w ith  th e  

lo v e  o f  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s th ey  co n stitu te th e  w o rsh ip  o f  h eav en  th a t en d u res w ith ou t ceas in g  fro m  d ay  to  

d ay , fro m  h o u r  to  h o u r. H o w  lo n g  w ill th is  u n io n  o f  a ll h earts  w ith  th e  h eart o f  Jesu s  en d u re?  F o reve r!




