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C H A P T E R  I .

T H E  N A T U R E  O F  P R IE S T H O O D

“ F O R A S M U C H  a s  n o  a c t c a n  b e  m o re  e x c e l le n t th a n  th e  c o n s e c ra t io n  o f  th e  B o d y  o f  C h r is t , th e re  c a n  b e  n o  

o rd e r  a f te r ( i .e . h ig h e r  th a n ) th e  p r ie s th o o d .”  “ N o  a c t is  g re a te r  th a n  th e  c o n s e c ra tio n  o f  th e  B o d y  o f  C h r is t .”  

“ T h e  B is h o p  a n d  th e  p r ie s t  a re  e q u a l in  r e s p e c t  to  th e  c o n s e c ra t io n  o f  th e  H o ly  E u c h a r is t .”  S . J o h n  C h ry  s o s to m  

fo u n d s  th e  s a n c ti ty  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d ,  w h ic h , in  B is h o p  a n d  p r ie s t , is  a l l o n e , u p o n  th e  tw o fo ld  ju r isd ic t io n  o v e r  

th e  n a tu ra l a n d  th e  m y s tic a l B o d y  o f  C h r is t —  th a t is , u p o n  th e  p o w e r  o f  c o n s e c ra tio n  a n d  u p o n  th e  p o w e r  o f  

a b so lu t io n .

I t is  o f  d iv in e  f a i th  th a t  o u r  L o rd  o rd a in e d  th e  A p o s t le s  to  b e  p r ie s ts  w h e n  b y  th e  w o rd s  hoc facite in 

meam commemorationem. H e  th e re b y  c o n fe r re d  o n  th e m  th e  p o w e r o f  s a c r if ic e . I t is  a ls o  o f  d iv in e  f a ith  th a t  

w h e n , th re e  d a y s  la te r , H e  b re a th e d  o n  th e m , s a y in g , “ R e c e iv e  y e  th e  H o ly  G h o s t,”  H e  g a v e  th e m  th e  p o w e r  o f  

a b s o lu t io n . In  th e s e tw o  p o w e rs th e p r ie s th o o d  w a s c o m p le te . T h e p a s to ra l a u th o r i ty  a n d  th e  w o r ld -w id e  

c o m m iss io n  o f  th e  A p o s t le s w e re  n o t y e t g iv e n . T h e y  h a d  r e c e iv e d  th e  tw o fo ld  ju r is d ic t io n  o v e r  H is  n a tu ra l  

b o d y  a n d  o v e r  th e  m y s tic a l  b o d y ,  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  p o w e r  o f  b e s to w in g  th e  s a m e  b y  o rd in a t io n  u p o n  o th e r s , fo r  

th e ir  p r ie s th o o d  w a s  th e  "sacerdotium Christi ad Ecclesiam regendam a Spiritu Sancto positum.”

In  c o n fe r r in g  th e  s a m e  a f te rw a rd s , th e y  b e s to w e d  th is  s a c e rd o ta l  o f f ic e  u p o n  s o m e  in  a l l i ts  fu l ln e s s  —  

th a t is , w ith  th e  p o w e r o f  b e s to w in g  i t u p o n  o th e r s : a n d  o n  s o m e , w ith  th e  l im ita tio n  th a t th e  p r ie s t o rd a in e d  

c o u ld  n o t c o n fe r u p o n  o th e r s th e s a c e rd o ta l ju r is d ic t io n  w h ic h  h e h a d  r e c e iv e d . E x c e p tin g  th is a lo n e , th e  

p r ie s th o o d  in  th e  B ish o p  a n d  th e  p r ie s th o o d  in  th e  p r ie s t a re  o n e  a n d  th e  s a m e , a n d  y e t  th e  E p is c o p a te , b y  th e  

d iv in e  p o w e r  o f  o rd in a t io n , is  g re a te r  th a n  th e  p r ie s th o o d . B u t  th is  d if f e re n c e  is  d iv in e  a n d  in c o m m u n ic a b le . S . 

J e ro m e  s a y s : Quid enim facit, excepta ordinatione Episcopus quod presbyter non faciat.

I t  is  o f  f a i th  th a t  th e  E p is c o p a te  is  th e  s ta te  o f  p e r fe c t io n  in s t i tu te d  b y  J e s u s  C h r is t . I t  is  c e r ta in  a ls o  th a t  

th e  p r ie s th o o d  is  in c lu d e d  in  th a t s ta te . W h a tso e v e r  is  t ru e  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  in  i ts e lf  is  t ru e  b o th  o f  B is h o p  a n d  

o f  p r ie s t . A n d  in  th is  w e  s e e  w h y  a t  f i rs t  th e  n a m e s  w e re  fo r  a  w h ile  c o m m o n  a n d  in te rc h a n g e d . T h e  in ju n c t io n s  

o f  C h r is tia n  p e r fe c t io n  g iv e n  b y  S . P a u l  to  T im o th y  a n d  to  T itu s  w e re  g iv e n  to  B is h o p  a n d  to  p re s b y te r  o r  p r ie s t  

a l ik e . A n d  th e  w h o le  b o o k  o f  S . J o h n  C h ry s o s to m , De Sacerdotio, e x p re s s ly  a p p lie s  e q u a l ly  to  b o th .



S . T h o m a s  s a y s  th a t  p r ie s ts  p a r ta k e  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f  o u r  D iv in e  L o rd , a n d  th a t  th e y  a re  c o n f ig u re d  

o r  c o n fo rm e d  to  H im . L e t u s  th e re fo re  w e ig h  th e  w o rd s  p r ie s th o o d , p a r t ic ip a t io n , a n d  c o n f ig u ra t io n , a s  h e re  

u s e d .

1 . W h a t, th e n , is  th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f  th e  In c a rn a te  S o n ?  I t  is  th e  o f f ic e  H e  a s s u m e d  fo r  th e  r e d e m p tio n  o f  

th e  w o r ld  b y  th e  o b la t io n  o f  H im s e lf  in  th e  v e s tm e n t o f  o u r  m a n h o o d . H e  is  A lta r , V ic t im , a n d  P r ie s t , b y  a n  

e te rn a l c o n s e c ra tio n  o f  H im s e lf . T h is is th e  p r ie s th o o d  fo r e v e r a f te r th e  o rd e r o f  M e lc h ise d e c h . w h o  w a s  

“ w ith o u t  b e g in n in g  o f  d a y s  o r  e n d  o f  l i f e ”  —  a  ty p e  o f  th e  e te rn a l  p r ie s th o o d  o f  th e  S o n  o f  G o d . th e  o n ly  K in g  

o f  P e a c e .

2 .  B y  p a r t ic ip a tio n , S . T h o m a s  m e a n s  th a t  th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t  b e in g  th e  o n e , o n ly , p e rp e tu a l ,  

a n d  u n iv e r s a l p r ie s th o o d ,  a l l p r ie s ts  c o n s e c ra te d  u n d e r  th e  N e w  L a w  a re  m a d e  o n e  w ith  H im , a n d  s h a re  in  H is  

o w n  p r ie s th o o d . T h e re  a re  n o t  tw o  p r ie s th o o d s ,  a s  th e re  a re  n o t  tw o  s a c r if ic e s  fo r  s in . B u t  o n e  s a c r if ic e  h a s  fo r  

e v e r  r e d e e m e d  th e  w o r ld , a n d  is  o f fe re d  c o n tin u a l ly  in  h e a v e n  a n d  o n  e a r th : in  h e a v e n  b y  th e  o n ly  P r ie s t , b e fo re  

th e  E te rn a l  A lta r : o n  e a r th  b y  th e  m u lt i tu d e  a n d  s u c c e s s io n  o f  p r ie s ts  w h o  a re  o n e  w ith  H im  a s  p a r ta k e r s  o f  H is  

p r ie s th o o d ; n o t  a s  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o n ly , b u t  in  r e a l i ty : a s  a lso  th e  s a c r if ic e  th e y  o f fe r  is  n o t  a  r e p re s e n ta t io n  o n ly ,  

b u t  H is  t ru e , r e a l , a n d  s u b s ta n t ia l  B o d y  a n d  B lo o d  o f fe re d  b y  th e ir  h a n d s .

T h is  is  th e  a rg u m e n t  o f  th e  E p is t le  to  th e  H e b re w s . T h e  p r ie s th o o d  o f  th e  O ld  L a w  w a s  a  s h a d o w ; th e  

p r ie s th o o d  o f  th e  N e w  L a w  is th e  s u b s ta n c e . I t is fu lf i lle d  in  th e  o n e  P r ie s t a n d  th e  o n e  S a c r if ic e  w h ic h  a re  

p e rp e tu a te d  b y  th e  p r ie s th o o d ,  o n  e a r th  u n ite d  w ith  H im .

B u t  th is  p a r tic ip a t io n  h a s  a n o th e r  a n d  m o re  p e r s o n a l m e a n in g . T h e  o b la t io n  o f  o u r  L o rd  fo r  u s  b in d s  u s  

to  o f fe r  o u rse lv e s  w h o lly  to  H im . Christus ... victima sacerdotii sui, et sacerdos suae victimae fuit. ... Ipsi sunt 

hostiae sacerdotes. S . A m b ro se , s p e a k in g  o f  th e  s a c r if ic e  o f  A b e l , s a y s :  Hoc est sacrificium primitivum, quando 

unus quisque se offert hostiam, et a se incipit ut postea munus suum possit offerre. P r ie s ts  o f fe r  th e  t ru e  L a m b  

a n d  “ th e  B lo o d  w h ic h  s p e a k e th  b e t te r  th in g s  th a n  th a t  o f  A b e l .”  E v e ry  p r ie s t , m o rn in g  b y  m o rn in g , o f fe r s  to  th e  

F a th e r  th e  e te rn a l  o b la tio n  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t; b u t  in  th a t a c t io n  h e  o u g h t  to  o f fe r  a ls o  h im s e lf . W h e n  h e  s a y s , Hoc 

est corpus meum, h e  o u g h t  to  o f fe r  h is  o w n  b o d y ; w h e n  h e  s a y s , Hic est calix sanguinis mei, h e  o u g h t  to  o f fe r  

h is  o w n  b lo o d ; th a t is , h e  o u g h t  to  o f fe r  h im s e lf  a s  a n  o b la t io n  to  h is  D iv in e  M a ste r , in  b o d y , s o u l , a n d  s p ir i t , 

w ith  a l l h is  f a c u l t ie s , p o w e rs , a n d  a f fe c t io n s , in  l i f e  a n d  u n to  d e a th . S . P a u l w rite s  to  th e  P h il ip p ia n s , “ I f  I  b e  

m a d e  a  v ic tim  u p o n  th e  s a c r if ic e  a n d  s e rv ic e  o f  y o u r  f a ith , I  r e jo ic e  a n d  c o n g ra tu la te  w ith  y o u  a l l .”  T h is  i t  m a y  

b e , h e  a ls o  s a id  o f  th e  m a r ty rd o m  w h ic h  w a s  b e fo re  h im ;  b u t  i t  w a s  s p o k e n  o u t  o f  th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  th a t  h e  h a d  

lo n g  a n d  d a i ly  o f fe re d  h im s e lf  to  h is  D iv in e  M a s te r , a s  a  p a r ta k e r  o f  H is  s u f fe r in g s  fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  th e  e le c t . T h e  

s a m e  w o rd s  m ig h t h a v e  b e e n  w rit te n  b y  S . J o h n , w h o  a lw a y s  h a d  a  m a r ty r ’s  w ill,  th o u g h  h e  d ie d  in  th e  w a y  o f  

n a tu re ; th e  s a m e , to o , is  im p lie d  in  e v e ry  M a s s , b y  e v e ry  p r ie s t  w h o  o f fe r s  h im s e lf  in  th e  H o ly  S a c r if ic e  o f  th e  

A lta r . T h e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  th e  p r ie s t  in  th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f  C h r is t  r e q u ire s  a ls o  a  s h a re  in  th e  la w  o f  s e lf -o b la t io n  

o f  w h ic h  th e  p ro p h e t  w rite s : Oblatus est quia ipse voluit, a n d  S . P a u l w h o  s a y s  o f  o u r  L o rd  th a t  H e , “ b y  th e  

H o ly  G h o s t , o f fe re d  H im s e lf  u n s p o tte d  u n to  G o d .”  A n d , a s  S . J o h n  s a y s , “ in  th is  w e  h a v e  k n o w n  th e  c h a r i ty  o f  

G o d , b e c a u s e  H e  h a th  la id  d o w n  H is  l i f e  fo r  u s , a n d  w e  o u g h t to  la y  d o w n  o u r  l iv e s  fo r  th e  b re th re n .”  T h e  

o f fe r in g  o f  th e  B o d y  a n d  B lo o d  o f  C h r is t r e q u ire s  o f  th e  p r ie s t a  s p ir i t o f  s e lf - s a c r if ic e a n d  o f  s e lf -o b la tio n  

w ith o u t  r e se rv e . T h e  o b lig a t io n  o f  c h a r ity , w h ic h  b in d s  a l l C h r is t ia n s , w h e n  th e  n e e d  m a y  a r is e , to  la y  d o w n  

th e ir  l iv e s  fo r  th e  b re th re n , a n d  p a s to r s  to  g iv e  th e ir  l i f e  fo r  th e  s h e e p , is  in  a n  e s p e c ia l w a y  la id  u p o n  e v e ry  

p r ie s t  in  th e  s e lf -o b la t io n  o f  th e  H o ly  M a ss , w h ic h  is  th e  S a c r if ic e  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t .

3 .  L a s t ly ,  th e  w o rd  c o n f ig u ra t io n  e x p re s s e s  th e  c o n fo rm ity  o f  th e  p r ie s t  to  th e  g re a t  H ig h  P r ie s t . S . P a u l  

s a y s  th a t  th e  S o n  is  figura substantiae eJus — th a t is  th e  f ig u re  o r  e x p re s s  im a g e  o f  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  th e  F a th e r .  

T h e  G re e k  te x t r e a d s , χ α ρ α κ τ η ρ  τ η ς  υ π ο σ τ α σ ε ω ς  α υ τ ο υ , th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  H is  s u b s ta n c e . T h e  p r ie s t , th e n , is  th e  

figura Christi, th e e x p re s s im a g e o f C h r is t, th e  “ χ α ρ α κ τ η ρ ” o r c h a ra c te r o f C h r is t, b e c a u se  u p o n  h im  is  

im p re s s e d  th e  im a g e  o f  H is  p r ie s th o o d , a n d  a  s h a re  in  i t  is  g iv e n  to  h im . H e  is , a s  S . P a u l s a y s , configuratus 

morti ejus — c o n f ig u re d  to  H is  d e a th . In  e v e ry  M a s s  w e  s e t fo r th  “ th e  d e a th  o f  th e  L o rd  u n ti l  H e  c o m e .”  A n d  

w e  m a k e  o b la t io n  o f  o u rs e lv e s in  c o n fo rm ity  to  H is  o b la t io n  to  th e  F a th e r . A lb e r tu s  M a g n u s  a n d  S . T h o m a s  

h a v e  s a id  t ru ly  th a t  n o  g re a te r  p o w e r  o r  d ig n i ty , th a n  th e  p o w e r  a n d  d ig n i ty  o f  c o n se c ra t in g  th e  B o d y  o f  C h r is t,  

w a s e v e r  b e s to w e d  o n  m a n ; a n d  n o  g re a te r s a n c t i ty o r p e r fe c t io n  c a n  b e c o n c e iv e d  th a n  th e  s a n c t i ty  a n d  

p e r fe c t io n  r e q u ire d  fo r  s o  d iv in e  a n  a c t io n  in  th e  p r ie s t .

S . T h o m a s  te l ls u s th a t o rd in a tio n  im p re s s e s a  c h a ra c te r , a n d  th a t th e  c h a ra c te r is a  s p ir i tu a l a n d  

in d e l ib le  s ig n  o r  s e a l , b y  w h ic h  th e  s o u l is  m a rk e d  fo r  th e  e x e rc is e  o f  th e  a c ts  o f  d iv in e  w o rs h ip , a n d  fo r  th e  

te a c h in g  o f  th e  s a m e  to  o th e rs .”  T h e  p r ie s th o o d  o f  C h r is t  is  th e  s o u rc e  o f  a l l d iv in e  w o rs h ip . A ll  th e  f a i th fu l  a re  

c o n fo rm e d  to  C h r is t  b y  th e  c h a ra c te r  im p re s s e d  u p o n  th e m  in  B a p tis m  a n d  C o n f irm a tio n : a n d  p r ie s ts  a ls o  in  

O rd in a t io n . B u t  in  C h r is t  H im s e lf  th e re  w a s  n o  c h a ra c te r , b e c a u s e  H e  is  th e  e x e m p la r  a n d  ty p e  o f  a l l c h a ra c te r s ;  

fo r  C h r is t is  th e  C h a ra c te r  o r  F ig u re  o f  th e  F a th e r , a n d  a l l d iv in e  p e r fe c t io n  is  in  H im , o f  w h ic h  th e  c h a ra c te r  in  

u s  is  a  p a r t ia l c o n fo rm ity . T h e  c h a ra c te r  w e  r e c e iv e  is  im p re ss e d , n o t o n  th e  e s s e n c e , b u t  o n  th e  p o w e rs  o f  th e  

s o u l —  th a t  is , o n  th e  in te lle c tu a l o r  th e  a f fe c t iv e  p o w e rs  —  a n d  is  e i th e r  p a s s iv e  o r  a c t iv e .”  T h e  c h a ra c te r  o f  

B a p tis m  is  a  p a s s iv e  p o w e r  fo r  th e  r e c e p t io n  o f  a l l o th e r  S a c ra m e n ts , a n d  fo r  c o n fo rm ity  a s  s o n s  to  th e  S o n  o f  

G o d . T h e  c h a ra c te r o f  C o n f irm a tio n  is  a n  a c t iv e  p o w e r  fo r  th e  p u b lic  w itn e s s  o f  th e  f a i th , a n d  fo r  th e  l i f e  o f  



a c t io n  a n d  o f  p a t ie n c e  a s  g o o d  s o ld ie r s  o f  C h r is t . T h e  c h a ra c te r  o f  O rd in a t io n  is  a n  a c t iv e  p o w e r  fo r  th e  e x e rc is e  

a n d  m in is try  o f  d iv in e  w o rsh ip . T h e  s a c e rd o ta l  c h a ra c te r , th e re fo re , is  a  p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f  C h r is t  

a n d  th e  c lo se s t c o n f ig u ra t io n  to  H im  in  H is  o f f ic e  o f  m e d ia to r . F in a l ly ,  th is  c h a ra c te r  is  th e  c a u se  a n d  s o u rc e  o f  

s a c ra m e n ta l  g ra c e , p ro p e r  to  e a c h  o f  th e  th re e  S a c ra m e n ts  w h ic h  im p re s s  i t , a n d  c o m m e n s u ra te  to  th e ir  e n d s  a n d  

o b lig a t io n s .

T h e  w o rd  " c h a ra c te r "  m e a n s  th e  p re c is e  o u tl in e  o f  a n  e n g ra v in g , a s  o n  a  s e a l, a n d  th e  im p re s s io n  o f  i t  

s ig n if ie s  th a t a  m a rk  o r  r e p ro d u c t io n  o f  th e  s a m e  o u tl in e , a s  b y  a  s ig n e t , is  le f t u p o n  th e  s o u l . T h is  is  c le a r ly  a  

m e ta p h o r , a s  a ls o  is  th e  s e a l in g  o f  th e  h u n d re d  a n d  fo r ty - fo u r  th o u sa n d  b e fo re  th e  fo u r  w in d s  s h a l l b lo w  u p o n  

th e  e a r th . S . T h o m a s , in  s a y in g  th a t th e  c h a ra c te r  is  im p re ss e d , n o t o n  th e  e s se n c e  o f  th e  s o u l , b u t u p o n  i ts  

p o w e rs ,  m e a n s  o n  th e  in te l le c t  b y  w a y  o f  l ig h t , a n d  o n  th e  a f fe c t io n s  b y  w a y  o f  lo v e .

I t s ig n if ie s  th e re fo re  a  w o rk  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t th e  I l lu m in a to r  a n d  S a n c t if ie r  u p o n  th e  s o u l . B u t i t  

s ig n if ie s  n o t o n ly  th e  u n iv e rs a l a n d  u n ifo rm  w o rk  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t, a s  in  B a p tism  a n d  C o n f irm a tio n ; b u t a  

s p e c ia l a n d  s in g u la r w o rk  w ro u g h t u p o n  th e  s o u l o f  th o s e  o n ly  w h o  b y  O rd in a t io n  s h a re  in  th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f  

J e s u s C h r is t . T h e  th re e  S a c ra m e n ts  w h ic h  im p re s s a  c h a ra c te r c re a te  a n d  c o n s t itu te  e a c h  s e v e ra l ly  a  s p e c ia l 

r e la t io n  o f  th e  s o u l  to  G o d : B a p tis m , th a t  o f  s o n s , C o n f irm a tio n  th a t  o f  s o ld ie r s . O rd e r s  th a t  o f  p r ie s ts ; a n d  th e s e  

th re e  s p ir i tu a l  r e la t io n s  o n c e  c o n s t i tu te d  a re  e te rn a l , a n d  th e re fo re  in d e l ib le . W h e th e r  in  th e  l ig h t o f  g lo ry  o r  in  

th e  o u te r  d a rk n e s s , w e  s h a l l b e  s o n s , s o ld ie r s , a n d  p r ie s ts , a c c e p te d  o r  c a s t o u t e te rn a l ly . A n d  to  th e s e  th re e  

r e la t io n s  a  s p e c ia l a n d  c o m m e n s u ra te  g ra c e  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t is  a t ta c h e d . T h e re fo re  S . T h o m a s s a y s  th a t th e  

c h a ra c te r  is  th e  fo rm a l  c a u se  o r  s o u rc e  o f  s a c ra m e n ta l g ra c e . T h e  c h a ra c te r  o f  s o n  h a s  in  i t  a l l g ra c e  n e e d e d  fo r  

th e  l i f e  o f  a  s o n  o f  G o d ; th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  c o n f irm a tio n  a l l g ra c e  n e e d e d  fo r  th e  w a r fa re  o f  th e  s o ld ie r s  o f  J e s u s  

C h r is t , e v e n  to  c o n fe s s o rs h ip  a n d  m a r ty rd o m ; th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  p r ie s th o o d  h a s  in  i t  a l l g ra c e s  o f  l ig h t , s tr e n g th ,  

a n d  s a n c t i ty  n e e d e d  fo r  th e  s a c e rd o ta l l i f e  in  a l l i ts  m a n ifo ld  d u tie s , t r ia ls , a n d  d a n g e r s . I t w a s  o f  th is  S . P a u l  

r e m in d e d  S . T im o th y  w h e n  h e  s a id , “ N e g le c t  n o t  th e  g ra c e  th a t  is  in  th e e , w h ic h  w a s  g iv e n  th e e  b y  p ro p h e c y ,  

w ith  im p o s i t io n  o f  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d .”

S u c h  is  th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f  th e  S o n  o f  G o d , th e  c o n s e c ra tio n  a n d  o b la t io n  o f  H im s e lf : a n d  s u c h  is  i ts  

c o m m u n ic a t io n  to  H is  p r ie s ts  b y  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  H is  o f f ic e ,  b y  c o n f ig u ra t io n  to  H im s e lf , a n d  b y  th e  im p re s s io n  

o f  th e  s a c e rd o ta l  c h a ra c te r  u p o n  th e  p o w e rs  o f  th e  s o u l .

C H A P T E R  I I ,

T H E  P O W E R S  O F  T H E  P R IE S T H O O D

S . J O H N  C H R Y S O S T O M  s u m s u p  th e  p o w e rs o f  a  p r ie s t in  th e s e tw o ; n a m e ly , th e  c o n s e c ra tio n  o f  th e  

S a c ra m e n t o f  th e  A lta r , a n d  th e  a b s o lu t io n  o f  s in , o r , a s  w e  s a y  in  th e o lo g ic a l  te rm s , in  th e  ju r is d ic t io n  o v e r  th e  

n a tu ra l a n d  o v e r  th e  m y s tic a l  B o d y  o f  C h r is t. T h e  w o rd  ju r is d ic t io n  h a s  h e re  a  s p e c ia l s ig n if ic a n c e . I t m e a n s  

u s u a l ly  th e  a u th o r i ty  b y  w h ic h  a  p r ie s t  m le s  th e  f lo c k  c o m m itte d  to  h im  w ith  th e  ju d ic ia l  p o w e r  o f  b in d in g  a n d  

lo o s in g  th e  b o n d  o f  s in . H o w , th e n , c a n  th e re  b e  ju r is d ic t io n  o v e r  th e  B le s s e d  S a c ra m e n t?  J u r is d ic t io n  s ig n if ie s  

th e  w h o le  s a c e rd o ta l a u th o r i ty  g iv e n  in  o rd in a t io n , b u t i ts e x e rc is e  is s u s p e n d e d  u n til th e  p r ie s t s h a l l h a v e  

r e c e iv e d  l ic e n s e  to  u s e  th e  p o w e rs  o f  h is  p r ie s th o o d . T h is  ju r is d ic t io n  c o m e s  to  h im  f ro m  h is  B is h o p , a n d  to  h is  

B is h o p  f ro m  th e  V ic a r o f  J e s u s C h r is t , in  w h o m  a lo n e  r e s id e s  th e  p le n i tu d e  o f  ju r is d ic t io n  o v e r  th e  u n iv e rs a l  

C h u rc h . T h e  f i r s t  a n d  h ig h e s t  a c t  o f  th a t  ju r is d ic t io n  is  to  c o n s e c ra te  a n d  to  o f fe r  th e  H o ly  S a c r if ic e  o f  th e  A lta r .  

H e n c e  a r is e s  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  ju r is d ic t io n  in corpus verum, w h ic h  w o rd s , n e v e rth e le s s , h a v e  a ls o  m a n y  d e e p  

m e a n in g s .

1 . F ir s t , th e y  s e t  b e fo re  u s  th e  h u m ili ty  o f  o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r . T h e  In c a rn a t io n  w a s  a  d e s c e n t  w h ic h  h a d  

m a n y  d e g re e s . H e  e m p tie d  H im se lf  b y  v e i l in g  H is  g lo ry ; H e  to o k  th e  fo rm  o f  a  s e rv a n t ; H e  w a s  m a d e  m a n ; H e  

h u m b le d  H im se lf ; a n d  th a t  to  d e a th ; a n d  to  d ie  in  ig n o m in y . H e re  a re  s ix  d e g re e s  o f  h u m il ia t io n . A n d  a s  i f  th e se  

w e re  n o t  e n o u g h , H e  p e rp e tu a te s  H is  h u m il ity  in  th e  B le ss e d  S a c ra m e n t , a n d  p la c e s  H im s e lf  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  H is  

c re a tu re s , a n d  is  b id , m o rn in g  b y  m o rn in g , b y  th e ir  w o rd  to  b e  p re s e n t u p o n  th e  a l ta r ; a n d  is  b y  th e m  l i f te d  u p .  

a n d  c a rr ie d  to  a n d  f ro , a n d , in  th e  e n d , H e  is  r e c e iv e d  b y  th e  w o r th y  a n d  b y  th e  u n w o r th y . In  th is  d iv in e  m a n n e r  

H e  s u b je c ts  H im se lf  to  th e  ju r is d ic t io n  o f  H is  p r ie s ts  n o w , a s  in  th e  d a y s  o f  H is  e a r th ly  l i f e  H e  w a s  s u b je c t  to  th e  

la w , a n d  to  th o se  w h o  b o re  a u th o r i ty , e v e n  to  C a ia p h a s  a n d  to  P ila te . H u m ili ty  is  th e  ro o t  o f  a l l o b e d ie n c e ; a n d  

p a t ie n c e  is o b e d ie n c e  m a d e  p e r fe c t . T h e  o b la t io n  o f  H im s e lf  is  o b e d ie n c e  c o n tin u e d  fo r  e v e r  a s  th e  la w  a n d  

m o tiv e  o f  H is  p r ie s ts .

2 .  N e x t, th is  p o w e r  o f  ju r is d ic t io n  im p lie s  th e  d iv in e  s te w a rd s h ip  w h ic h  is  e n tru s te d  to  th e  p r ie s t . T h e  

C h u rc h  a p p lie s to  S . J o s e p h , th e  fo s te r - fa th e r o f  th e  D iv in e  In fa n t , th e  w o rd s o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t : “ H e  th a t  

k e e p e th  th e  f ig - tr e e  s h a l l e a t th e  f ru i t th e re o f , a n d  h e  th a t is  th e  k e e p e r  o f  h is m a s te r  s h a l l b e  g lo r if ie d .”  T h e  

g u a rd ia n sh ip  o f  th e  B le s s e d  S a c ra m e n t  is  in  th e  p r ie s t . T h e  k e y  o f  th e  ta b e rn a c le  is  c o m m itte d  to  h is  tm s t. I t  m a y  

b e  s a id  o f  h im , a s  o f  h is  M a ste r , th a t “ h e  o p e n e th  a n d  n o  m a n  s h u t te th , h e  s h u t te th  a n d  n o  m a n  o p e n e th .”  T h e  



p r ie s t  is , in  th e  t ru e s t s e n s e  o f  th e  w o rd , th e  g u a rd ia n  o f  h is  L o rd ; a n d  n o  g re a te r  g lo ry  c a n  b e  la id  u p o n  h im ; n o  

r e la t io n  m o re  in t im a te , c lo s e , a n d  c e a s e le s s  c a n  b e  c o n c e iv e d .

A n d  th is  s te w a rd sh ip  is  a ls o  a  p o w e r  to  d is p e n se  a n d  to  d is tr ib u te  th e  b re a d  o f  l i f e . T h e  d is c ip le s  g a v e  i t  

to  th e  f iv e  th o u sa n d  in  th e  w ild e rn e s s . “ T h e y  w e re  m in is te r s  o f  C h r is t , a n d  d is p e n s e r s  o f  th e  m y s te r ie s  o f  G o d .”  

A n d  in  th is  th e y  w e re  s h a d o w s  o f  th e  d iv in e  r e a l i ty  o f  H o ly  C o m m u n io n , o f  w h ic h  w e  a re  s te w a rd s .

3 .  T h ird ly ,  th is  ju r is d ic t io n  s h o w s  th e  d iv in e  p o w e r  in h e re n t  in  th e  p r ie s th o o d . T h e  w o rd s  w e  s p e a k  a re  

n o t o u rs , b u t H is ; n o t h u m a n , b u t d iv in e . “ T h is  is  M y  B o d y ”  h a s  n o  e q u a l , e x c e p t “ L e t th e  l ig h t b e .”  T h e s e  

w o rd s  c re a te d  th e  l ig h t. T h e  o th e r  w o rd s  d o  n o t  c re a te ; b u t  th e y  c o n s t i tu te , o r  b r in g  u p o n  t i r e  a l ta r , th e  p re se n c e  

o f  th e  In c a rn a te  W o rd . T h e y  e le v a te  th e  b re a d  a n d  th e  w in e  f ro m  th e  n a tu ra l  to  th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l o rd e r . T h is  is  a  

p o w e r , n o t  c re a t iv e , b u t  o f  o m n ip o te n c e . T h e  b re a d  a n d  th e  w in e  a re  n o  lo n g e r  s u b je c t  to  th e  c o n d it io n s  o r  la w s  

o f  n a tu re  a s  to  th e ir  s u b s ta n c e ,  b u t  o n ly  a s  to  th e ir  s e n s ib le  p h e n o m e n a . A  d iv in e  c h a n g e  p a s se s  u p o n  th e m : a n d  

y e t  n o t  a  n a tu ra l  c h a n g e ; fo r  th e y  p a s s  a w a y  a s  to  th e ir  s u b s ta n c e , a n d  y e t  a b id e  a s  to  th e ir  s e n s ib le  e f fe c ts . T h e re  

is  n o  s u c h  c h a n g e  in  th e  o rd e r  o f  n a tu re ; fo r  th e re  th e  w h o le  n a tu ra l s u b s ta n c e  a n d  a c c id e n ts  e i th e r  a b id e , o r  g o  

to g e th e r . H e re  th e  p h e n o m e n a  o r  s e n s ib le  s p e c ie s  a n d  e f fe c ts  a b id e , a s  i f  th e y  w e re  in  th e  n a tu ra l o rd e r . T h e  

s u b s ta n c e  p a s s e s  a w a y  in  th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l o rd e r  o f  th e  n e w  c re a t io n . T h e  w o rd s , “ L e t  th e  l ig h t b e ,”  h a d  th e ir  

e f fe c t  in  th e  f i r s t  c re a t io n  o f  n a tu re . T h e  w o rd s , “ T h is  is  M y  B o d y ,”  h a v e  th e ir  e f fe c t  o n  th e  f i rs t  c re a t io n  a n d  in  

th e  s e c o n d ; in  b o th  th e  o ld  c re a t io n  a n d  th e  n e w . T h e y  s ta n d  n e x t  in  o rd e r  to  th e  w o rd s , “ T h e  H o ly  G h o s t s h a l l  

c o m e  u p o n  th e e , a n d  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  H ig h e s t s h a l l o v e r s h a d o w  th e e ; th e re fo re  th a t  H o ly  (O n e )  w h ic h  s h a l l b e  

b o m  o f  th e e  s h a l l b e  c a lle d  th e  S o n  o f  G o d .”  F o r  th is  c a u se  th e  a c tio n  o f  c o n s e c ra t io n  a n d  th e  a c t io n  o f  th e  

In c a rn a t io n  a re  r e la te d  to  e a c h  o th e r . N e x t  to  th e  In c a rn a t io n  th e re  is  n o  a c tio n  s o  t r a n sc e n d e n t , s o  p u re ly  d iv in e ,  

a s  th e  c o n s e c ra tio n  a n d  th e  H o ly  S a c r if ic e . I t is  th e  c o n tin u i ty  o f  th e  In c a rn a t io n  a n d  O b la t io n  o f  th e  In c a rn a te  

S o n . T h e  v o ic e  th a t  s p e a k s  th e  w o rd s  is  h u m a n :  th e  w o rd s  a n d  th e  e f fe c ts  a re  o f  th e  a lm ig h ty  p o w e r  o f  G o d .

4 .  F o u r th ly ,  th is  ju r is d ic t io n  e x p re s se s  th e  in t im a te  c lo s e n e s s  o f  th e  r e la t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  p r ie s t  a n d  th e  

S o n  o f  G o d . I t  w o u ld  s e e m  th a t , a f te r  th e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  H is  p r ie s th o o d , th e  im p re s s io n  o f  H is c h a ra c te r , a n d  

th e  c o n f ig u ra t io n  o f  th e  p r ie s t to  h is  D iv in e  M a ste r , th e re  is  n o  r e la t io n  le f t  to  b e  c o n c e iv e d . A n d  y e t  th e re  a re  

tw o  s t il l  to  b e  s p o k e n  o f . F ir s t , th e re  is  th e  c o n tin u a l  d a i ly  f e l lo w sh ip  o f  th e  d is c ip le  w ith  h is  M a s te r , a n d  th e  

s e rv a n t w ith  h is L o rd . H e  is  s e rv a n t , f r ie n d , c o m p a n io n . A s  P e te r , J a m e s , a n d  J o h n  w e re  o f  a l l th e  d is c ip le s  

n e a re s t to  o u r  S a v io r  u p o n  e a r th , s o  a re  H is  p r ie s ts  a m o n g  th e  f a i th fu l n o w . A ll th e  d a y  lo n g  th e y  a re  n e a r  to  

H im ; a l l  th e ir  l i f e  is  r e la te d  to  H im . F ro m  H im  th e y  g o  o u t  in  th e  m o rn in g ,  a n d  to  H im  th e y  r e tu rn  a t  n ig h t .

N e x t, th e re  is  th e  r e la t io n  o f  a  t ru e , s u b s ta n t ia l,  a n d  l iv in g  c o n ta c t  in  th e  H o ly  M a s s  a s  r e a l a s  w h e n  S . 

J o h n  la y  o n  H is  b o s o m  a t  s u p p e r , o r  a s  w h e n  H e  w a sh e d  S . P e te r ’s  f e e t . W h e n  w e  h o ld  th e  B le ss e d  S a c ra m e n t  in  

o u r  h a n d s  w e  a re  in  c o n ta c t  w ith  G o d , w ith  G o d  In c a rn a te , w ith  th e  C re a to r , R e d e e m e r , a n d  S a n c t if ie r . M o re  

r e a l  th a n  th e  e a r th  u n d e r  o u r  f e e t , w h ic h  w ill  p a s s  a w a y , is  th e  p re se n c e  o f  th e  In c a rn a te  W o rd , w h ic h  w ill  n e v e r  

p a s s  a w a y . W e  a re  in  c o n ta c t  w ith  H is  s u b s ta n c e . “ H e  w h o  is  jo in e d  to  th e  L o rd  is  o n e  s p ir i t .”  B u t  w e  a re  a ls o  

u n ite d  to  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  H is  B o d y ; a n d  w e  a re  m e m b e rs  o f  i t  b y  a  r e a l a n d  s u b s ta n t ia l  p a r t ic ip a tio n . S . P a u l  

s a y s  th a t w e  a re  “ m e m b e rs  o f  H is  B o d y , o f  H is  f le s h , a n d  o f  H is  b o n e ,”  a n d  h e  b id s  u s  to  “ b e a r  G o d  in  o u r  

b o d y .”  T h is  c o n ta c t  a n d  u n io n  is  e te rn a l l i f e . I f , a s  w e  h o ld  th e  B le s s e d  S a c ra m e n t  in  o u r  h a n d s , o u r  e y e s  w e re  

o p e n e d  l ik e  th e  e y e s o f  C le o p h a s a t E m m a u s , w e  s h o u ld  k n o w  th a t b e y o n d  th is s a c ra m e n ta l  a n d  s u b s ta n t ia l  

c o n ta c t  th e re  is  n o th in g  m o re  in t im a te , e x c e p t  u n io n  w ith  H im  in  th e  l ig h t  o f  g lo ry .

S u c h , th e n , a re  th e  r e a s o n s  w h ic h  h a v e  i l lu m in a te d  th e  te a c h e r s  o f  th e  C h u rc h  to  k n o w  th a t  th e re  c a n  b e  

c o n c e iv e d  n o  o f f ic e  h ig h e r , a n d  n o  p o w e r  g re a te r , th a n  th e  o f f ic e  a n d  p o w e r  o f  a  p r ie s t . In  th e  o rd e r  o f  d iv in e  

a c t io n s i t p la c e s th e  p r ie s t , in  r e s p e c t to  th e  p o w e r o f  c o n s e c ra t io n , n e x t to  th e  B le s s e d  V irg in , th e  l iv in g  

ta b e rn a c le  o f  th e  In c a rn a te  W o rd ; a n d , in  r e s p e c t to  th e  g u a rd ia n sh ip  o f  th e  B le s s e d  S a c ra m e n t, n e x t to  S . 

J o s e p h , th e  fo s te r- f a th e r  a n d  g u a rd ia n  o f  th e  S o n  o f  G o d . W h a t  m o re  c a n  b e  b e s to w e d  u p o n  th e  p r ie s t?  W h a t  

o b lig a t io n  to  p e r fe c t io n  c a n  e x c e e d  th e  o b lig a t io n  o f  s u c h  a  p o w e r , o f  s u c h  a n  o f f ic e , a n d  o f  s u c h  a  l iv in g  

c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  W o rd  m a d e  f le s h ?  S . J o h n  C h ry s o s to m  s a y s  th e  h a n d  th a t  c o n se c ra te s  o u g h t  to  b e  p u re r  th a n  th e  

s o la r  l ig h t; a n d  i f  th e  h a n d  o f  th e  p r ie s t , w h a t s h o u ld  b e  h is  e y e s  w h ic h  g a z e  u p o n  th e  D iv in e  P re se n c e , v e i le d  

b u t h a rd ly  h id d e n , a n d  th e  l ip s  w h ic h  s a y , “ T h is  is  M y  B o d y ,”  a n d  th e  e a r s  th a t h e a r  o u r  o w n  f a m ilia r  v o ic e  

u tte r in g  th e s e  w o rd s  o f  th e  n e w  c re a t io n  o f  G o d ?  B u t  i f  s u c h  s h o u ld  b e  th e  s a n c ti ty  o f  th e  b o d y , w h a t s h o u ld  b e  

th e  p u r i ty  o f  th e  s o u l o f  th e  p r ie s t : in  h is  in te l le c t , w ith  a l l i ts  p o w e rs , f a c u l t ie s , m e m o ry , im a g in a t io n ; in  h is  

h e a r t , w ith  a l l i ts  a ffe c t io n s  a n d  d e s ire s ; in  h is  c o n s c ie n c e , w ith  a l l i ts  d is c e rn m e n t a n d  s o v e re ig n  c o m m a n d s ;  

a n d  in  h is  w ill ,  w ith  a l l  i ts  in f le x ib le  r e s o lv e s  a n d  s te a d fa s t  r e ig n  o v e r  h is  w h o le  o u tw a rd  a n d  in w a rd  l i f e ?

S u re ly , th e n , th e  p r ie s th o o d  is  b y  i ts o w n  n a tu re , r e q u ire m e n ts , a n d  o b lig a t io n s  a n  e s se n t ia l ru le , a n d  

th e  h ig h e s t s ta te  o f  p e r fe c t io n  d iv in e ly  in s t i tu te d  b y  o u r  L o rd  H im se lf .

B u t  th is  is  n o t  a l l. T h e  p r ie s t  h a s  a ls o  ju r isd ic t io n  o v e r  th e  m y s tic a l B o d y  o f  C h r is t —  th a t  is , o v e r  th e  

s o u ls  o f  th o s e  w h o  a re  b o m  a g a in  o f  w a te r  a n d  th e  H o ly  G h o s t . S . P a u l s a y s , “ W e  a re  th e  g o o d  o d o r  o f  C h r is t  

u n to  G o d  in  th e m  th a t  a re  s a v e d  a n d  in  th e m  th a t  p e r is h . T o  th e  o n e , in d e e d , th e  o d o r  o f  d e a th  u n to  d e a th ; b u t  to  

th e  o th e r s , th e  o d o r  o f  l i f e  u n to  l i f e . A n d  fo r  th e s e  th in g s  w h o  is  s o  s u f f ic ie n t? ”  T h a t is , w h o  s h a l l n o t f e a r?  

W h a t  c a n  b e  m o re  fo rm id a b le  th a n  to  s ta n d  b e tw e e n  th e  l iv in g  a n d  th e  d e a d , c h a rg e d  w ith  th e  p r ie s tly  o f f ic e , to  

g iv e  a c c o u n t  fo r  th e  s o u ls  c o m m itte d  to  o u r  t ru s t?  T h e  F a th e r s  c a l l i t  a n  o f f ic e  w h ic h  a n g e ls  f e a r  to  b e a r . T o  b e  a  



k in g  o v e r  a  p e o p le , o r  a  le a d e r  o v e r  a n  a rm y  in  w h ic h  th e  e a r th ly  l i f e  o f  m e n  is  a t s ta k e , is  fo rm id a b le . H o w  

m u c h  m o re  is  a  s u p e r io r ity  th e  e f fe c ts  o f  w h ic h  a re  e te rn a l?  W h a t  s a n c t ity , w h a t c h a r ity , w h a t h u m il i ty , w h a t  

p a t ie n c e , w h a t w is d o m , w h a t f i rm n e s s , w h a t  e q u ity , a re  “ s u ff ic ie n t  fo r  th e s e  th in g s” ?  I f  th e  r e la t io n  in  w h ic h  a  

p r ie s t  s ta n d s  to  H is  D iv in e  L o rd  in  th e  H o ly  M a s s  d e m a n d s  s p ir i tu a l  p e rfe c t io n , c e r ta in ly  th e  r e la t io n  o f  te a c h e r ,  

g u id e , a n d  ju d g e  o f  m e n  d e m a n d s th e  s a m e . T h e  p r ie s t is s e t exercere perfectionem — th a t is , to  m a n ife s t  

p e r fe c t io n  in  h im s e lf , a n d  to  fo rm  th e  s o u ls  o f  m e n  to  th e  s a m e  la w  a n d  l ik e n e s s . H e  m u s t  n e e d s  th e n  b e  p e r fe c t 

f i rs t  h im s e lf .

T h e  t i t le s  b y  w h ic h  th is  r e la t io n  is  i l lu s tr a te d  a re  m a n y , a n d  s h o w  h o w  m a n ifo ld  a re  i ts o b lig a tio n s .  

E v e n  u n d e r  th e  O ld  L a w  th e  ty p ic a l p r ie s ts  w e re  d e s c r ib e d  a s  f is h e rm e n , a n d  h u n te rs , a n d  s h e p h e rd s . U n d e r  th e  

N e w  th e y  a re  c a l le d  f ish e r s  o f  m e n  a n d  s h e p h e rd s  o f  th e  f lo c k . B u t  th e y  a re  m o re  th a n  th is .

T h e y  a re  s te w a rd s  s e t  o v e r  th e  h o u s e h o ld  to  g iv e  to  e v e ry  m a n  m e a t  in  d u e  s e a so n  —  th a t is , to  g u id e  

a n d  g o v e rn  th e  h o u s e h o ld  o f  G o d .

T h e y  a re  a m b a s s a d o rs  f ro m  G o d , h a v in g , th e re fo re , c o m m is s io n  to  t r e a t , a n d  to  c o n c lu d e  in  H is  n a m e .  

T h e y  h a v e  th e  c re d e n tia ls  o f  a  d iv in e  e m b a s sy ,  w ith  e x p re s s  c o n d it io n s  o n  w h ic h  to  c a ll  u p o n  m e n  to  r e c o n c ile  

th e m s e lv e s w ith  H im ; a n d  w ith  a  d is c re tio n  to  ju d g e  a n d  to  d e c id e  w h o  d o , a n d  w h o  d o  n o t c o m e  w ith in  th e  

te rm s  a n d  c o n d it io n s  o f  th e ir  c o m m iss io n

T h e y  a re  f e l lo w -w o rk e r s  w ith  G o d  in  th e  f ie ld  o f  th e  w o r ld  a n d  in  th e  v in e y a rd  o f  th e  C h u rc h . T h e y  a re  

p lo u g h e r s , a n d  s o w e rs , a n d  r e a p e r s . T h e  p r ie s th o o d  h a s  th e  o f f ic e  o f  b re a k in g  u p  th e  f a l lo w  g ro u n d  o f  th e  

n a t io n s , a n d  o f  d e s tro y in g  th e  ro o ts  o f  u n b e l ie f  th a t h in d e r  th e  p lo u g h . “ I  h a v e  m a d e  th e e  a s  a  n e w  th ra s h in g  

w a in ,  w ith  te e th  l ik e  a  s a w : th o u  s h a l t  th ra sh  th e  m o u n ta in s  a n d  b re a k  th e m  in  p ie c e s , a n d  s h a lt  m a k e  th e  h il ls  a s  

c h a f f . T h o u  s h a l t f a n  th e m , a n d  th e  w in d  s h a l l c a r ry  th e m  a w a y .”  T h e y  a re  s o w e rs  w h o  c a s t th e  s e e d  o f  th e  

W o rd  u p o n  a l l  la n d s  a n d  b e s id e  a l l w a te rs . T h e y  a re  r e a p e r s  w h o  g o  w e e p in g  in  th e  m id s t  o f  a  b a r re n  a n d  d y in g  

w o r ld , w h o  s h a l l o n e  d a y  c o m e  w ith  jo y , b r in g in g  th e ir  s h e a v e s  w ith  th e m .”  B u t  th e se  t i t le s , th o u g h  e x p re s s iv e ,  

a re  id e a l a n d  p ic to r ia l . T h e re  a re  o th e r s  m o re  h o m e ly  a n d  ly in g  c lo se r  to  o u r  l i f e  a n d  n e e d s .

P r ie s ts  a re  a ls o  f e llo w -b u ild e r s  w ith  G o d  in  e d ify in g  th e  C h u rc h , a n d  r e a r in g  th e  te m p le  o f  th e  H o ly  

G h o s t  u p o n  th e  o n e , o n ly  fo u n d a t io n  w h ic h  C h r is t, th e  M a s te r -b u i ld e r , h a s  la id . T h e y  a re  f a th e rs  o f  a l l w h o  a re  

b o m  a g a in  b y  w a te r  a n d  th e  H o ly  G h o s t : b u t  in  a  s p e c ia l  s e n se , a n d  w ith  a  m o re  in t im a te  a n d  a n  e te rn a l  r e la t io n ,  

th e y  a re  f a th e rs  o f  th o se  w h o m  th e y  h a v e  b a p tiz e d . S . P a u l s a y s  to  th e  C o r in th ia n s . " I f  y o u  h a v e  te n  th o u s a n d  

in s tru c to rs  in  C h r is t , y e t n o t  m a n y  f a th e r s , fo r  in  C h r is t  J e s u s  b y  th e  G o s p e l h a v e  r e g e n e ra te d  y o u .”  T h is  t i t le  is  

th e  m o s t s im p le  a n d  in te l l ig ib le  to  a l l, o ld  a n d  y o u n g , le a rn e d  a n d  u n le t te re d . T h e  r e la t io n  o f  f a th e r  a n d  c h i ld  is  

u n iv e r s a l in  th e  o rd e r  o f  n a tu re , a n d  i t  b e c o m e s  a  s p ir i tu a l in s tin c t  in  th e  o rd e r  o f  g ra c e . T h e  t i t le  o f  f a th e r  is  th e  

f i r s t , th e  c h ie f , th e  h ig h e s t , th e  m o s t  p o te n t , th e  m o s t  p e r s u a s iv e , th e  m o s t  h o n o ra b le  o f  a l l  th e  t i t le s  o f  a  p r ie s t . 

H e  m a y  r e c e iv e  f ro m  th e  w o r ld  a n d  f ro m  i ts  fo u n ta in s  o f  h o n o r  m a n y  n a m e s , f ro m  th e  s c h o o ls  o f  le a rn in g  m a n y  

d e g re e s , f ro m  th e  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  la w  m a n y  d ig n i t ie s ;  b u t  n o n e  h a s  s o  d e e p  a n d  s o  h ig h  a  s e n s e  a s  f a th e r , a n d  n o n e  

b u t  th e  s p ir i tu a l  f a th e rh o o d  w ill  p a s s  in to  e te rn i ty . T h e  w o r ld  h a s  o v e r la id  th e  t i t le  o f  f a th e r  w ith  i ts  o w n  p ro fu s e  

a d u la t io n , a n d  p r ie s ts h a v e  c o n s e n te d  to  th e ir  d e p r iv a l in  a c c e p t in g  th e  w o r ld ’ s a d d re s s e s . W ith  th e  t i t le , th e  

c o n sc io u s n e s s  o f  p a te rn a l o r  f i l ia l r e la t io n  h a s b e e n  f i rs t o b s c u re d , th e n  fo rg o t te n , a n d  in  th e  e n d  lo s t . T h e  

c lo s e s t  b o n d  o f  m u tu a l c o n f id e n c e  a n d  c h a r i ty  b e tw e e n  th e  p r ie s th o o d  a n d  th e  f a i th fu l h a s  b e e n  th e re b y  r e la x e d ,  

a n d  a  d is ta n c e  a n d  d if f id e n c e  h a s  o f te n  g ro w n  u p  in s te a d .

P r ie s ts  a re  a lso  ju d g e s  o f  m e n . T h e  J e w s  fo rb a d e  a n y  m a n  w h o  w a s  n o t  a  f a th e r  to  b e c o m e  a  ju d g e ; fo r  

ju s t ic e  m u s t  b e  te m p e re d  w ith  c o m p a s s io n . B u t  fo r  th e  s p ir i tu a l  ju d g e  m o re  th a n  n a tu ra l  c o m p a ss io n  is  n e e d e d .  

T h e  s p ir i tu a l  ju d g e  n e e d s  th e  c h a ri ty  o f  G o d , o f  w h o m  a l l  p a te rn i ty  o r  f a th e rh o o d  in  h e a v e n  a n d  e a r th  is  n a m e d . 

A  ju d g e  m u s t n e e d s b e  ju s t , a n d  ju s t ic e  in c lu d e s m e rc y . S . G re g o ry  th e  G re a t , in  e x p la in in g  th e  c e le s t ia l  

h ie ra rc h y , s a y s  th a t  th e  “ th ro n e s ”  a re  th e  ju s t , in  w h o m  G o d  d w e lls  a n d  r e ig n s , a s  in  th e  s e a t o f  H is  s o v e re ig n ty . 

O u r  D iv in e  M a s te r  s a id , “ Y e  th a t  h a v e  fo l lo w e d  M e , w h e n  th e  S o n  o f  M a n  s h a l l s i t o n  th e  th ro n e  o f  H is  g lo ry . 

y e  a lso  s h a l l s i t  o n  tw e lv e  th ro n e s , ju d g in g  th e  tw e lv e  t r ib e s  o f  I s r a e l .”  T h is  w a s  s p o k e n  to  th e  A p o s t le s  a n d  to  

th e  E p isc o p a te , w h ic h , in  th e ir  s te a d , n o w  s u c c e e d s  to  th e  s p ir i tu a l  ju d g m e n t o f  th e  w o r ld . E a c h  B is h o p  in  h is  

th ro n e , s u r ro u n d e d  b y  h is  p r ie s ts ,  ju d ic ia l ly  b in d in g  o r  lo o s in g  th e  s o u ls  o f  m e n  b y  t i r e  p o w e r  o f  th e  k e y s , is  th e  

ju d g e  o f  a ib i t r a t io n  to  a v e r t  th e  ju d g m e n t  o f  th e  la s t  d a y .

L a s t ly , th e y  a re  p h y s ic ia n s . T h e  p r ie s ts  o f  th e  O ld  L a w  w e re  ta u g h t to  d is c e rn  b e tw e e n  le p ro s y a n d  

le p ro sy , a s  th e  p r ie s ts  o f  th e  N e w  L a w  a re  ta u g h t  to  d is c e rn  b e tw e e n  s in  a n d  s in . A n d  fo r  th is  o f f ic e  tw o  t i l in g s  

a b o v e  a l l a re  n e c e s s a ry  —  s c ie n c e  a n d  c h a r i ty ; th e  s c ie n c e  o f  G o d , th e  s c ie n c e  o f  th e  S a in ts , th e  s c ie n c e  o f  s e lf -  

k n o w le d g e ; a n d  c h a r i ty ',  w h ic h , th o u g h  i t  w ill  n o t  b re a k  th e  b ru is e d  r e e d , o r  q u e n c h  th e  s m o k in g  f la x , w ill  n e v e r  

b e  s i le n t  w h e n  th e re  is  a  s ic k n e ss  u n to  d e a th , o r  w h e n  v e n ia l s in  m a y  p a s s  in to  m o r ta l , a n d  th e  d is e a s e  o f  th e  

s o u l  tu rn  to  d e a th .

S .  P a u l  m ig h t  w e ll  a s k . " fo r  th e s e  th in g s  w h o  is  s u f f ic ie n t? ”  T o  s ta n d  in  s u c h  c lo se  r e la t io n  to  th e  W o rd  

m a d e  f le s h ;  to  b e  s e t  o v e r  th e  s o u ls  fo r  w h o m  H e  s h e d  H is  P re c io u s  B lo o d ;  to  b e  c h a rg e d  w ith  th e ir  s a lv a t io n , s o  

th a t i f  w e  b e  u n fa i th fu l  th e ir  b lo o d  w ill  b e  r e q u ire d  a t o u r  h a n d s : a l l  th is  s u re ly  d e m a n d s  in  th e  p r ie s t  a  p e r so n a l  

s a n c t i ty , c o m m e n s u ra te  w ith  th e  w o rk  o f  g u id in g  s o u ls  f ro m  s in  to  p e n a n c e , a n d  f ro m  p e n a n c e  to  p e r fe c t io n .  

H o w  s h a l l th e y  g u id e  w h o  h a v e  n e v e r  t ro d d e n  th e  p a th  th e m se lv e s ?  S o m e  th e o lo g ia n s  te l l u s  th a t a  m a n  m a y  



e x e rc is e  p e r fe c t io n  —  th a t is , te a c h  o th e r s  to  b e  p e r fe c t w h o  is  n o t  p e r fe c t h im se lf . T h e  im p e rfe c t io n s  e v e n  o f  

th e  p e r fe c t  a re  m a n y , a s  th e  b e s t  p r ie s t  k n o w s  b e t te r  th a n  a n y  m a n . N e v e r th e le s s , to  e x e rc is e  p e r fe c t io n  o n  o th e r s  

r e q u ire s  th a t  th e  p r ie s t  s h o u ld  b e  in  th e  s ta te  o f  p e r fe c t io n , th o u g h  i t  b e  o n ly  w ith in  th e  b o rd e r - l in e .  B u t  n o  p r ie s t 

c a n  b e  c o n te n t w ith  s o  u n g e n e ro u s  a  h e a r t . S . P a u l  w a s  n o t  s o  m in d e d  w h e n  h e  s a id , “ I  d o  n o t  c o u n t m y s e lf  to  

h a v e  a p p re h e n d e d ; b u t  o n e  th in g  I  d o : fo rg e t t in g  th e  th in g s  th a t  a re  b e h in d ,  a n d  s tre tc h in g  fo r th  m y s e lf  to  th o s e  

th a t  a re  b e fo re , I  p re s s  to w a rd s  th e  m a rk  to  th e  p r iz e  o f  th e  s u p re m e  v o c a t io n  o f  G o d  in  C h r is t  J e su s .”

C H A P T E R  I I I ,

T H E  T H R E E  R E L A T IO N S  O F  T H E  P R IE S T H O O D

A  P R IE S T  s ta n d s  in  th re e  r e la t io n s , o f  w h ic h  e a c h  o n e  b in d s  h im  to  in te r io r  s p ir i tu a l p e r fe c t io n .

1 . T h e  f i r s t  b in d s  h im  to  th e  g re a t  H ig h  P r ie s t ,  o f  w h o s e  p r ie s th o o d  h e  is  p a r ta k e r . H e  is  o u r  fo u n ta in  o f  

s a n c t i ty ; b u t  H e  is  a lso  o u r  la w  o f  o b lig a t io n . T o  th o s e  w h o  d re w  n e a r  to  H im  in  th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f  th e  O ld  L a w  

G o d  s a id , Sancti estote, quia ego sanctus sum. T h e  u n c re a te d  s a n c t i ty  o f  G o d  d e m a n d s s a n c t ity  in  a l l w h o  

a p p ro a c h  H im . A t th e  b u rn in g  b u s h  in  H o re b  G o d  c o m m a n d e d  M o s e s  to  p u t  o f f  th e  s h o e s  f ro m  h is  f e e t ; fo r  th e  

g ro u n d  h e  s to o d  o n  w a s  h o ly . A n  u n h o ly  m a n , i f  h e  s e e k s  th e  p r ie s th o o d ,  is  s e e k in g  e te rn a l  d e a th ; fo r  “ w h o  c a n  

d w e ll w ith  e v e r la s t in g  b u rn in g s ? ”  T h e  h o lin e s s , th e  p u r ity , th e  je a lo u s y ,  th e  ju s t ic e  o f  G o d , a re  a s  th e  f la m e s  o f  

a  fu rn a c e , in  w in c h  th e  p u re  a re  s t il l  m o re  p u r if ie d ;  b u t  th e  im p u re  a re  c o n s u m e d . For God is a consuming fire. 

O n ly  th o s e  w h o  a re  c o n f ig u re d  to  th e  H ig h  P r ie s t o f  th e ir  s a lv a t io n , a n d  b y  a  tm e  w ill d e s ir e  to  b e  p e r fe c t ly  

s a n c t i f ie d  in  b o d y , s o u l , a n d  s p ir i t , c a n  s ta n d  b e fo re  H im . O n  th e m  H is  s a n c t i ty  h a s  a  p o w e r  o f  a s s im ila t io n ,  

w h ic h  p e r fe c ts  th e  w o rk  w h ic h  H e  b e g a n  in  th e m  w h e n  H e  f i r s t  c a lle d  th e m . I s a ia s , w h e n  h e  s a w  th e  L o rd  o f  

H o s ts  in  H is  g lo ry , w a s  c o n sc io u s  o n ly  o f  h is  o w n  im p u r i ty  b e fo re  H im . B u t o n e  o f  th e  s e ra p h im  f le w  w ith  a  

l iv e  c o a l f ro m  th e  a l ta r  a n d  to u c h e d  h is  l ip s ; a n d  h is  s in  w a s  c le a n s e d . T h e  n e a re r  th e  p u re  a p p ro a c h  to  G o d , th e  

m o re  th e y  a re  p u r if ie d . O f  th e  a c c e s s io n s  o f  s a n c t ity , in  th e  s o u l o f  o u r  s p o t le s s  M o th e r  th ro u g h  h e r  e a r th ly  l i f e  

b y  u n io n  w ith  h e r  D iv in e  S o n ,  b o th  b e fo re  a n d  a f te r  H is  a s c e n s io n ,  w e  w ill  n o t  s p e a k ;  fo r  s h e  w a s  s in g u la r  in  a l l  

th in g s ,  b e in g  w ith o u t  s in  a n d  s a n c t i f ie d  a b o v e  th e  s e ra p h im . B u t  w e  m a y  m e d ita te  o n  th e  s a n c t i ty  o f  S . J o h n  a n d  

o f  S . P e te r , a f te r  th e ir  c a ll  to  fo l lo w  o u r  D iv in e  R e d e e m e r . T h e  c o n sc io u s  u n f i tn e s s  o f  S . P e te r  m a d e  h im  c ry  

o u t , “ D e p a r t f ro m  m e ; fo r  I  a m  a  s in fu l  m a n , O  L o rd .”  T h e  m ira c le  o f  th e  f ish e s  o p e n e d  h is  e y e s  to  th e  p o w e r  o f  

J e s u s ;  b u t  i t  w a s  H is  s a n c t i ty  th a t  m a d e  h im  f e a r  to  b e  in  H is  p re s e n c e .

T h e  th re e  y e a r s  in  w h ic h  th e  A p o s t le s  fo l lo w e d  o u r  L o rd  w e re  th e ir  p re p a ra t io n  fo r  th e  p r ie s th o o d .  

T h e y  h a d  m a n y  im p e r fe c t io n s , w h ic h , a s t im e  w o re o n , w e re c o n su m e d  in  th e s a n c t i ty  o f  th e ir M a s te r ’s  

p re s e n c e . T h e y  b re a th e d  a n  a tm o s p h e re  o f  p u r i ty  a n d  o f  p e r fe c t io n . S lo w  o f  h e a r t  to  b e l ie v e ,  ta rd y  to  u n d e r s ta n d ,  

h a s ty  in  s p e e c h , e a r th ly  in  th o u g h t , s e e k in g  to  b e  f i rs t , a n d  c o n te n d in g  w ith  e a c h  o th e r  w h ic h  s h o u ld  b e  th e  

g re a te s t  n e v e r th e le s s  th e  m a je s ty  o f  th e ir  L o rd  s u b d u e d  th e m , a n d  H is  lo v e  r e ig n e d  o v e r  th e m ; a n d  d a y  b y  d a y  

th e ir  o ld  m in d s  d ie d  in  th e m , a n d  th e  m in d  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t g re w  in  th e m , u n ti l  i t  g o v e rn e d  th e m  a l to g e th e r . T h e  

w o rk  o f  th e ir  p u r if ic a t io n  w a s  a lw a y s  a d v a n c in g ;  fo r  th e  D iv in e  P re se n c e  w a s  th e  r e f in in g  f i r e  p u r ify in g  th e  s o n s  

o f  L e v i , a n d  r e f in in g  th e m  a s  g o ld  a n d  a s  s i lv e r , th a t  th e y  m ig h t  o f fe r  s a c r if ic e s  to  th e  L o rd  in ju s t ic e . B u t  o n e  o f  

th e m  w a s  a  d e v il —  n o t f ro m  c h i ld h o o d , i t m a y  b e , b u t f ro m  th e  t im e  w h e n  a n  im p u re  s o u l c a m e  in to  d a i ly  

c o n ta c t w ith  d iv in e  p u r i ty . I t g re w  d a i ly  a n d  g ra d u a l ly , a n d  p e rh a p s  in s e n s ib ly , in  im p u r i ty , b y  i ts c o n s c io u s  

v a r ia n c e  w ith  th e  s a n c ti ty  o f  J e s u s . J u d a s  w a s o rd a in e d  in  m o r ta l s in ; a n d , a f te r h is  f i rs t C o m m u n io n , S a ta n  

e n te re d  in to  h im . F o r  th re e  y e a r s  h e  h a d  b re a th e d  a n  a tm o s p h e re  o f  s a n c ti ty  w ith o u t  b e in g  s a n c t i f ie d . W h a t  

s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  fo r  h is  s a lv a t io n  b e c a m e  a n  o c c a s io n  o f  f a l l in g ; a n d  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  w o r ld  w a s  tu rn e d  b y  h im  

in to  d e a th .

T h e  r e la t io n  in  w h ic h  a  p r ie s t  s ta n d s  to  h is  D iv in e  M a s te r  is , in  e v e ry th in g  e x c e p t s e n s ib le  p re se n c e ,  th e  

s a m e  a s  th e ir s . I t  is  a s  p e r s o n a l , r e a l, a n d  c o n tin u o u s . W e  h a v e  a  M a s te r  in  h e a v e n . A n d  o u r  lo y a l ty  to  H im  r e s ts  

o n  c o n s c io u sn e s s , n o t o n  s ig h t , a s  in  th is  w o r ld  o u r  a l le g ia n c e  is  p a id  to  a  s o v e re ig n  w h o m  p e rh a p s  w e  h a v e  

n e v e r  s e e n . S . P e te r  s a y s  o f  th is , “ W h o m  h a v in g  n o t  s e e n  y o u  lo v e : in  w h o m  a lso  n o w , th o u g h  y o u  s e e  H im  n o t ,  

y o u  b e l ie v e ; a n d , b e l ie v in g , s h a l l r e jo ic e  w ith  jo y  u n s p e a k a b le  a n d  g lo r if ie d ;”  th a t  is , fu l l  o f  th e  e a rn e s t  a n d  th e  

fo re ta s te  o f  e te rn a l  b lis s . I t  is  n o  m e re  im a g in a t io n  in  o u r  w o rk , e a r ly  a n d  la te , to  b e l ie v e  th a t  H e  is  n e a r  u s , in  

th e  s h ip  o r  o n  th e  s h o re ; n o r , w h e n  w e  a re  in  th e  h o s p i ta l o r  in  th e  p o o r  m a n ’s  h o m e , o r  b y  th e  b e d  o f  th e  d y in g ,  

o r  w a lk in g  th ro u g h  th e  f ie ld s , o r  in  th e  c ro w d e d  s tr e e ts , o r  in  th e  m o u n ta in s  s e e k in g  H is  s c a tte re d  s h e e p ,  th a t  H e  

is  w ith  u s  a t  e v e ry  s te p  a n d  in  e v e ry  m o m e n t. I t  is  n o  i l lu s io n  to  b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  w o rd s  H e  s p o k e  a re  s p o k e n  s t il l  

to  u s , o r  th a t  e v e ry  w o rd  w e  s p e a k  is  s p o k e n  in  H is  h e a r in g . W h e n  H e  w a s  o n  e a r th , a n d  H is  d is c ip le s  ro u n d  

H im , th e ir  e y e s  w e re  n o t a lw a y s  f ix e d  u p o n  H im , s t i l l le s s  w e re  th e ir  w o rd s  a n d  th o u g h ts  a lw a y s  d ire c te d  to  

H im . T h e y  s a w  a l l th a t w a s a ro u n d  th e m  in  th e  s tr e e ts , o r  th e  f ie ld s , o r  u p o n  th e  s e a , a n d  th e ir th o u g h ts  

m u lt ip l ie d  a n d , a s  w e  s a y , w a n d e re d , a n d  th e y  s p o k e  w ith  o n e  a n o th e r , w ith  th e  f r e e d o m  o f  d a i ly  f e l lo w s h ip ; b u t  

th e y  w e re  a lw a y s  c o n s c io u s  th a t H e  w a s  in  th e  m id s t o f  th e m , a n d  th a t  H e  n o t  o n ly  h e a rd  th e ir  w o rd s ,  b u t  r e a d  



th e ir  th o u g h ts , a n d  a n s w e re d  th e m  b e fo re  th e y  s p o k e . In  w h a t , e x c e p t in  s e n s e , d o e s  o u r  r e la t io n  d if f e r  f ro m  

th e ir s ?  A n d  a re  n o t N a z a re th , a n d  B e th le h e m  a n d  J e ru s a le m : a n d  C a p h a m a u m  a n d  B e th a n ia  a s  r e a l to  u s  a s  i f  

w e  h a d  s e e n  th e m ?  T o  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  f a i th  a n d  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  a l l  th e s e  t i l in g s  a re  a s  r e a l  a s  th e  

d a i ly  w o r ld  a ro u n d  th e m ; a n d  th is  c o n sc io u s  r e la t io n  is  a  w a k e fu l  m o tiv e  a n d  a  p e rp e tu a l d is c ip lin e  in  th e  l i f e  o f  

a  f a i th fu l  p r ie s t .

2 .  T h e  s e c o n d  r e la t io n  is s ti l l to  o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r , b u t u n d e r a  s p e c ia l c o n d it io n . J e s u s is  a lw a y s  

p re s e n t  in  th e  m id s t  o f  H is  p a s to r s  u n to  th e  c o n s u m m a tio n  o f  th e  w o r ld  —  th a t  is , u n til  H e  s h a l l h a v e  g a th e re d  

o u t  H is  e le c ts  a n d  fu lf i l le d  H is  e te rn a l p re d e s t in a t io n , a n d  s h a l l w in d  u p  th e  t im e  o f  g ra c e  a n d  th e  p ro b a t io n  o f  

m a n A s  H e a d  o f  th e  C h u rc h  H e  is  in  e v e ry  l iv in g  m e m b e r  o f  H is  m y s tic a l  B o d y . B u t  a s  H e a d  o f  th e  C h u rc h  H e  

is  in  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  F a th e r , a n d  f ro m  th e  r ig h t  h a n d  o f  th e  F a th e r s  H e  n e v e r  d e p a r ts  t i l l  H e  s h a l l c o m e  a g a in  to  

ju d g e  th e  l iv in g  a n d  th e  d e a d . O u r  r e la t io n  to  H im  in  h e a v e n , is  n e v e r th e le s s  a  d iv in e  a n d  r e a l d e p e n d e n c e . B u t  

th is is c o m m o n  to  a l l a l ik e . T h e  p r ie s th o o d  h a s a n o th e r r e la t io n , a s w e h a v e s e e n , in  th e  c u s to d y  o f  H is  

s a c ra m e n ta l  P re s e n c e . Mundamini qui fertis vasa Domini. I f  th e y  w h o  b o re  th e  v e s se ls  o f  th e  L o rd  w e re  b o u n d  

to  p u r ity ,  w h a t  is  th e  o b lig a t io n  o f  th e  p r ie s t , w h o  b e a r s  th e  L o rd  H im se lf?  A  t ru s t  is  a  s ig n  o f  c o n f id e n c e ; to  b e  

t ru s te d  b y  G o d , w h o  k n o w s  o u r  h e a r ts , is  a  p le d g e  o f  a n  e s p e c ia l c o n f id e n c e ; to  b e  e n tru s te d  w ith  th e  p re se n c e  

o f  th e  In c a rn a te  W o rd  is  th e  h ig h e s t p le d g e  o f  th e  m o s t  a b s o lu te  c o n f id e n c e . W h a t  a  v o c a t io n  is  th e  c a l l to  b e  a  

p r ie s t. W h a t  a n  in te g r i ty ,  a n d  s in c e r i ty  o f  h e a r t d o e s  i t  d e m a n d . H a p p y  fo r  u s  i f  w e  c o u ld  th in k  th a t o u r  M a s te r ,  

s a w  in  u s  w h a t  H e  s a w  in  N a th a n ie l  —  a  h e a r t in  w h ic h  th e re  is  n o  g u ile . W h e n  H e  w a s  o n  e a r th  H e  d id  n o t  t ru s t  

H im s e lf  to  m e n ,  b e c a u s e  H e  k n e w  w h a t  w a s  in  m e n . C a n  i t  b e  th a t  H e  k n e w  w h a t  w a s  in  u s  w h e n  H e  c o m m itte d  

H im se lf  to  u s  in  H is  s a c ra m e n ta l  P re se n c e ?  A  to k e n  o f  c o n f id e n c e , e v e n  in  e a r th ly  t i l in g s , w ill w in  th e  w h o le  

h e a r t , o f  a  s e rv a n t to  h is m a s te r . W h a t o u g h t to  b e  th e  f id e l ity , lo y a l ty , jo y , d e v o tio n  o f  o u r  h e a r ts , fo r  th e  

c u s to d y  o f  H is P re s e n c e , H is P e rs o n , a n d  H is d ig n i ty  b e fo re  m e n ? T h e  B le s s e d  S a c ra m e n t c o n se c ra te s  th e  

ta b e rn a c le , th e  a l ta r ,  th e  s a n c tu a ry ’ . th e  h o m e  o f  th e  p r ie s t . T h e  b u s h  in  H o re b  b u rn e d ;  b u t  th e  p r ie s t  a n d  a l l  a b o u t  

h im  a re  e n v e lo p e d  in  th e  r a d ia n c e  a n d  in  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  B le s s e d  S a c ra m e n t e n tru s te d  to  h is  c h a rg e . H o w  

c a n  h e  lo s e  th e  c o n sc io u s n e s s  o f  th is  r e la t io n , e v e n  fo r  a  m o m e n t?  H e  m a y  n o t  b e  a lw a y s  in  a c tu a l  a d v e r te n c e  to  

i t . E v e n  th e  d is c ip le s , w h e n  th e y  p ic k e d  th e  e a r s  o f  w h e a t , o r  w o n d e re d  a t  th e  s to n e s  o f  th e  T e m p le , o r  a t  th e  

w ith e r in g  o f  th e  f ig - t r e e , h a d  o th e r  th o u g h ts ;  b u t  th e y  w e re  s t il l  c o n s c io u s  o f  o n e  c h ie f  d o m in a n t  th o u g h t  w h ic h  

g o v e rn e d  a l l, a n d  c o n tin u a l ly  r e c a l le d  th e m  to  H is  p re s e n c e . S o  i t  m a y  b e  —  s o  i t  o u g h t to  b e  —  w ith  u s . A  

p r ie s t o u g h t to  b e  in  n o  p la c e  w h e re  H is  M a s te r  w o u ld  n o t g o , n o r  e m p lo y e d  in  a n y th in g  w h ic h  H is  M a s te r  

w o u ld  n o t  d o . In  th e  m o rn in g  th e  p r ie s t  s p o k e  th e  w o rd s  o f  a lm ig h ty  p o w e r , a n d  fo r  a w h ile , h e  w a s  in  c o n ta c t  

w ith  th e  In c a rn a te  W o rd . S u c h  a  c o n s c io u s n e s s  —  fo r  i t  m u s t  n o t  b e  c a lle d  a  m e m o ry , a s  o f  a  th in g  th a t  is  p a s t ,  

b u t a  s u s ta in e d  s e n s e  a s  o f  a  th in g  th a t  c a n n o t p a s s  a w a y  —  o u g h t  to  c o n tro l h is  w h o le  l i f e  th ro u g h  th e  w h o le  

d a y . T h e  th o u g h t  th a t a t  n ig h t  h e  w ill r e tu rn , b e fo re  h e  l ie s  d o w n  to  r e s t , to  th e  P re se n c e  o f  H is  M a s te r  to  g iv e  

a c c o u n t  o f  th e  h o u rs  a n d  a c t io n s  o f  th e  d a y  o u g h t  to  b e  a  ru le  a n d  a  r e s tr a in t  u p o n  th e  s e n s e s , th e  h e a r t , a n d  th e  

l ip s . T h e  lo v e  o f  a  h u m a n  f r ie n d , e v e n  in  lu s  a b s e n c e ,  w ill  g o v e rn  a n d  g u id e  u s : h o w  m u c h  m o re  th e  P re se n c e  o f  

a  D iv in e  F r ie n d  o u g h t to  c o n tro l a n d  e le v a te  o u r  l i fe ! S . G re g o ry  s a y s , “ O , w o n d e r fu l c o n d e s c e n s io n  o f  th e  

D iv in e  G o o d n e s s ! W e  a re  n o t w o r th y  to  b e  s e rv a n ts , a n d  w e  a re  c a lle d  f r ie n d s . W h a t a  d ig n ity  fo r  m e n  to  b e  

f r ie n d s  o f  G o d ."

3 .  T h e re  is  s t i l l a  th ird  r e la t io n  w h ic h  is  o f  d iv in e  o rd in a n c e , a n d , w h e n  o n c e  c o n s t i tu te d , w ill  b e  fo u n d  

a g a in  in  e te rn i ty : th a t  is  to  s a y , th e  r e la t io n  b e tw e e n  a  p r ie s t  a n d  th e  s o u ls  c o m m itte d  to  h is  c h a rg e . T h is  r e la t io n  

m a y  b e  c re a te d  in  tw o  w a y s : e i th e r  b y  th e  a s s ig n m e n t  o f  a  f lo c k ,  b y  w h ic h  a  p r ie s t b e c o m e s  a lso  a  p a s to r , o r  b y  

th e  v o lu n ta ry  c h o ic e  o f  th o se  w h o  s u b je c t th e m se lv e s  to  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  a n y  c o n fe s s o r . In  e i th e r  c a s e , a  t ru e  

r e la t io n  o f  e te rn a l c o n s e q u e n c e a t o n c e a r is e s . In  s p e a k in g  o f  th e  p a s to ra l r e la t io n , th e o th e r w ill, in  i ts  

p ro p o r tio n , b e  in c lu d e d , a n d  n e e d  n o t  b e  fu r th e r  t r e a te d . T h a t a n y  m a n  s h o u ld  b e  c h a rg e d  w ith  th e  s a lv a t io n  o f  

a n o th e r  is  a  r e la t io n  o f  th e  d iv in e  o rd e r . B y  th e  la w  o f  n a tu re , f a th e r s  h a v e  s u c h  a  c h a rg e  o f  th e ir  c h i ld re n  w h ile  

u n d e r  a g e  a n d  u n a b le  to  c a re  fo r  th e m s e lv e s . In  a  f e w  y e a rs  th e  f a th e r ’s  a u th o r i ty  is  o u tg ro w n , a n d  c o m e s  to  a n  

e n d . I t is  a ls o  a t a l l t im e s  l im ite d , fo r  o v e r  th e  c o n s c ie n c e  o f  c h i ld re n  p a re n ts h a v e  n o  a u th o ri ty . B u t in  th e  

s u p e rn a tu ra l o rd e r  i t  is  th e  w ill o f  G o d  th a t th e  f r a te rn a l h a tre d  o f  C a in  s h o u ld  b e  r e p la c e d  b y  th e  f r a te rn a l lo v e  

o f  p a s to rs . “ A m  I  m y  b ro th e r ’ s  k e e p e r? ”  is  th e  v o ic e  o f  th e  w o r ld . “ I  a m  th e  G o o d  S h e p h e rd ”  is  th e  v o ic e  o f  o u r  

M a s te r  la y in g  d o w n  fo r  H is  p a s to r s  th e  la w  o f  th e ir  l i f e . U n d e r  th e  O ld  L a w , G o d  c o m m a n d e d  th a t  a  w a tc h m a n  

s h o u ld  b e  s e t o v e r  th e  p e o p le  in  t im e  o f  w a r . I f  th e  w a tc h m a n , s e e in g  th e  s w o rd  c o m in g , g a v e  w a rn in g  b y  th e  

t ru m p e t,  th e n , i f  a n y  m a n  d id  n o t  lo o k  to  h im s e lf  a n d  s o  s h o u ld  p e r is h , h is  b lo o d  w a s  u p o n  h is  o w n  h e a d , a n d  th e  

w a tc h m a n  w a s  f r e e . B u t i f  th e  w a tc h m a n  s h o u ld  s e e  th e  s w o rd  c o m in g  a n d  s h o u ld  g iv e  n o  w a rn in g , th e n  th e  

d iv in e  s e n te n c e  w a s , " I  w ill  r e q u ire  I r is  b lo o d  a t  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  w a tc h m a n .”  N o  m a n  c o u ld  b e  m a d e  a n sw e ra b le  

fo r  a n o th e r ’s  l i f e , e x c e p t  b y  th e  L o rd  a n d  G iv e r  o f  l i f e . A n  o f f ic e  is  la id  u p o n  th e  w a tc h m a n , a n d  a  n e c e s s i ty  to  

d is c h a rg e  i t . o r  to  a n sw e r  w ith  h is  o w n  l i f e  fo r  h is  n e g le c t . H e  is  n o t a n sw e ra b le  fo r  th e  r e su l ts  o f  h is  w a rn in g ,  

b u t  o n ly  fo r  I r is  o w n  f id e l i ty . S u c h  a ls o  is  th e  p a s to r 's  c h a rg e . T h e  L o rd  o f  th e  f lo c k  p u ts  i t  in to  h is  t ru s t, a n d  h e  

m u s t a n s w e r  fo r  i t  w ith  h is  l i f e . S . G re g o ry  s a y s  th a t a  p a s to r  h a s  a s  m a n y  s o u ls  o f  h is  o w n , a s  h e  h a s  s h e e p  in  

h is  f lo c k . W h o  c o u ld  s o  c h a rg e  h im  b u t G o d  o n ly , w h o  a lo n e  c a n  s a y , “ A ll s o u ls  a re  m in e ” ?  T h e re  is , th e n , a  

m u tu a l r e la t io n  o f  a u th o r i ty  a n d  o f  s u b m is s io n , b y  d iv in e  in s ti tu tio n . B u t  w h a t m a n  h a s  a u th o r i ty  o v e r  a n o th e r  



b y  th e  la w  o f  n a tu re , o r  u n le s s  b y  d ire c t c o m m is s io n  b y  th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l la w  o f  g ra c e ?  W h e re  n o  a u th o r i ty  is .  

th e re  c a n  b e  n o  d u ty  to  s u b m it . “ E v e ry  m a n  s h a l l b e a r  h is  o w n  b u rd e n ; ”  b u t th e  b u rd e n s  o f  m a n y  a re  la id , b y  

d iv in e  c o m m a n d , u p o n  th e  s h e p h e rd  o f  s o u ls . H e  a lso  is  n o t  a n sw e ra b le  fo r  th e  e f fe c ts  o f  I r is  c a re , b u t  o n ly  fo r  

i ts  f a i th fu l d is c h a rg e . W h e n  h e  h a s  g iv e n  I r is h e a r t a n d  s tre n g th , a n d  t im e , h is  l i f e , a n d . i f  s o  b e , h is d e a th , to  

s e rv e  a n d  to  s a v e  h is  f lo c k , h e  m a y  r e s t in  h o p e . T h e  b lo o d  o f  th o s e  th a t  p e r ish  w ill n o t  b e  r e q u ire d  o f  h im . B u t  

w h a t z e a l , a b n e g a tio n  o f  s e lf , w h a t  g e n e ro s i ty  a n d  p a t ie n c e , w h a t h u m il i ty  a n d  c h a r ity , a re  n e e d fu l  to  b e a r  w ith  

th e  w ic k e d n e s s  o f  th e  s in fu l, a n d  th e  w a y w a rd n e s s  o f  th e  g o o d . T h e  s h e p h e rd  m u s t g o  in  a l l th in g s  b e fo re  th e  

f lo c k , o r  th e y  c a n n o t  fo l lo w  h im . H e  m u s t f i rs t  h a v e  a c q u ire d  w h a t  h e  is  to  te a c h  th e m , a n d  h e  w ill te a c h  th e m  

le s s  b y  w h a t  h e  s a y s  th a n  b y  w h a t h e  is . I t  is  th e  l iv in g  w o rd  th a t c o n v e r ts , s u s ta in s , a n d  s a n c t i f ie s  th e  h e a r ts  o f  

m e n . Summa dicere et ima facere is  a  p ro v o c a t io n  o f  G o d  a n d  m a n . T h e  p a ra b le  o f  th e  b e a m  a n d  th e  m o te  

s h o u ld  b e  in s c r ib e d  o n  th e  w a ll in  e v e ry  s e m in a ry , a n d  in  th e  c o n s c ie n c e  o f  e v e ry  p r ie s t .

S . P a u l ’s w o rd s  a re  te rr ib le  to  th e  p r ie s t w h o  is a  p r ie s t  b y  o rd in a t io n , b u t n o t b y  s a n c t i ty , “ T h o u  

m a k e s t  th y  b o a s t  o f  G o d , a n d  k n o w e s t  H is  w ill ,  a n d  a p p ro v e s !  th e  m o re  p ro f ita b le  th in g s , b e in g  in s tru c te d  b y  th e  

la w : a r t  c o n f id e n t  th a t  th o u  th y s e lf  a r t  a  g u id e  o f  th e  b lin d , a  l ig h t  to  th e m  th a t  a re  in  d a rk n e s s , a n  in s tru c to r  o f  

th e  fo o l is h , a  te a c h e r o f  in fa n ts , h a v in g  th e  fo rm  o f  k n o w le d g e  a n d  o f  tm th  in  th e  la w . T h o u , th e re fo re , th a t  

te a c h e s t  a n o th e r , te a c h e s t  n o t  th y s e lf : th o u  th a t  p re a c h e s t  th a t  m a n  s h o u ld  n o t  s te a l  a n d  ( th o u )  s te a le s t:  th o u , th a t  

s a y e s t m a n  s h o u ld  n o t c o m m it a d u lte ry , ( th o u ) c o m m itte s t a d u lte ry .” P h y s ic ia n , h e a l th y s e lf . H o w , a s S . 

G re g o ry  s a y s , c a n  a  p r ie s t  h e a l o th e r s , “ w ith  a n  u lc e r  in  h is  o w n  f a c e ? ”  A  p r ie s t  w ill  b e  aut forma gregis aut 

fabula', e i th e r  th e  p a t te rn  o r  th e  b y -w o rd . Ira est non gratia cum quis ponitur supra ventum nullas habens 

radices in soliditate virtutum. W h a t  m e a s u re  o f  s p ir i tu a l p e r fe c t io n , w h a t  m e a s u re  o f  s a n c t i ty , is  p ro p o r t io n e d  to  

s u c h  a n  o f f ic e , to  s u c h  a  c h a rg e , to  s u c h  a  r e s p o n s ib i l ity ?  “ T h e re fo re  th e  s a n c t i ty  o f  th e  p r ie s t  o u g h t to  b e  a  

s a n c t i ty , n o t  c o m m o n  to  a l l,  b u t  s in g u la r  in  d e g re e : a  s a n c t i ty  w h ic h  s e e k s  o n ly  th e  th in g s  o f  C h r is t : a  s a n c t i ty  

w h ic h  h a s  i ts  c o n v e r sa t io n  in  h e a v e n : a  s a n c t i ty  w h ic h  o f fe r s  i ts e lf  a s  a n  o b la t io n  a n d  s a c r if ic e  to  G o d  in  th e  

o d o r  o f  s w e e tn e s s : a  s a n c t i ty  b y  w h ic h  th e  p r ie s t b e c o m e s  a  fo u n ta in  o f  l ig h t, o f  b e n e d ic t io n , o f  m e ri t , a n d , o f  

e te rn a l l i f e  to  s o u ls : a  s a n c t i ty  w h ic h  is  a n  e x a m p le  to  th e  f a i th fu l  in  w o rd , in  c o n v e r s a t io n , in  c h a r ity  , in  f a i th , in  

c h a s t ity ."

T h e se  th re e  r e la t io n s  o f  th e  p r ie s t a re  m o tiv e s  to  a s p ir e  to w a rd s  th e  h ig h e s t c o n fo rm ity  to  o u r  D iv in e  

M a s te r , a n d  to  th e  c lo s e s t u n io n  w ith  H im . A n d  th e s e  m o tiv e s  a re  n o t  o n ly  p ro m p te d  b y  g e n e ro s i ty , g ra ti tu d e ,  

a n d  lo v e  —  th a t is , b y  th e  la w  o f  l ib e r ty  —  b u t th e y  c o n ta in  in  th e m s e lv e s , a n d  th e y  im p o s e  u p o n  th e  p r ie s t ,  

d u t ie s  o f  o b lig a t io n  to  w h ic h  w e  w ill  n o w  g o  o n .

C H A P T E R  IV ,

T H E  O B L IG A T IO N S  T O  S A N C T IT Y  IN  T H E  P R IE S T H O O D

H IT H E R T O  w e  h a v e  d w e lt  u p o n  th e  p r ie s th o o d  a s  in v e s te d  w ith  th e  g re a te s t  p o w e r  e v e r  b e s to w e d  b y  G o d  o n  

m a n . T h is  a lo n e  w o u ld  s u f f ic e  to  s h o w  th a t  i t  d e m a n d s  o f  th e  p r ie s t  —  n o t  a  p ro p o r t io n a te  c o n s e c ra tio n  o f  a l l  h is  

l iv in g  p o w e rs ,  fo r  th a t  is  im p o s s ib le  —  b u t  a n  e n t ir e  o b la t io n  o f  h im s e lf . I t  s h o w s  a lso  th a t  w ith  th e  p r ie s th o o d  a  

p ro p o r t io n a te  g ra c e , a d e q u a te  fo r  th e  d is c h a rg e  o f  a l l h is  d u tie s , is  g iv e n  to  th e  p r ie s t . T h is  a lo n e  w o u ld  s u f f ic e  

to  s h o w  th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  is  th e  h ig h e s t  in  i ts  p o w e rs , o b lig a t io n s , a n d  g ra c e : a n d  th a t i t  is  th e  s ta te  

o f  p e r fe c t io n  in s t itu te d  b y  o u r  D iv in e  L o rd  to  b e  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  w o r ld , a n d  th e  s a l t  o f  th e  e a r th .

W e  h a v e  s e e n , a ls o , th a t  th e  p r ie s th o o d  is  o n e ; a n d  th a t  e v e ry  p r ie s t  s h a re s  i t  b e c a u se  h e  p a r ta k e s  in  th e  

p r ie s th o o d  o f  th e  In c a rn a te  S o n ; th a t h e  is  th e re b y  c o n fo rm e d  to  H im , a n d  th a t  th is  c o n fo rm ity  o r  c o n f ig u ra tio n  

is  im p re ss e d  b y  a n  in d e l ib le  c h a ra c te r  u p o n  th e  s o u l .

W h a t  m o re  s tr in g e n t  o b lig a t io n s  to  p e r fe c t io n  c a n  b e  fo u n d  th a n  th e s e  d iv in e  p a r tic ip a t io n s  d e m a n d ?

W e h a v e  fu r th e r s e e n  th a t a  p r ie s t is b o u n d  b y  th re e  r e la t io n s , o f  w h ic h  e a c h  o n e d e m a n d s th e  

p e r fe c t io n  o f  p u r i ty , c h a r ity , a n d  h u m il i ty . H e  is  r e la te d , f i r s t ,  b y  m a n ifo ld  d u tie s  to  h is  D iv in e  M a ste r ; s e c o n d ly , 

to  H is s a c ra m e n ta l P re se n c e ; a n d  th ird ly , to  th e  m e m b e rs o f  H is m y s tic a l B o d y  o v e r  w h o m  h e  e x e rc ise s a  

ju r is d ic t io n  o f  l i f e  o r  o f  d e a th .

W h a t s a n c ti ty  c a n  b e  c o n c e iv e d  p ro p o r t io n a te  to  s u c h  r e la t io n s  o f  in t im a c y , t ru s t , a n d  r e sp o n s ib i li ty  

b e tw e e n  th e  p r ie s t  a n d  h is  D iv in e  M a s te r?

1 . I t is  th e o lo g ic a l ly  c e r ta in  th a t in te r io r  s p ir i tu a l p e r fe c t io n  is  a  p re -re q u is i te  c o n d itio n  to  r e c e iv in g  

s a c re d  O rd e r s . S . A lp h o n su s  d e c la re s  th a t  th is  is  th e  ju d g m e n t  o f  a l l  F a th e r s  a n d  D o c to r s  w ith  o n e  v o ic e .

T h e re  a re  tw o  k in d s  o f  m e n  w h o  a re  c a lle d  b y  o u r  L o rd  to  b e  H is  p r ie s ts . T h e  f i rs t a re  th e  in n o c e n t ,  

w h o , l ik e  S . J o h n , S . P h il ip , a n d  S . C h a r le s , g re w  u p  f ro m  th e ir  e a r lie s t  c o n s c io u s n e ss  in  s a n c t i fy in g  g ra c e  a n d  

in te r io r  p e r fe c t io n . T h e  s e c o n d  a re  th e  p e n ite n t,  a s  S . P a u l , w h o  h a d  p e rs e c u te d  th e  n a m e  o f  J e s u s ; S . A u g u s t in e ,  

w h o  h a d  w a n d e re d  e a r ly  f ro m  th e  d iv in e  la w ; S . T h o m a s  o f  C a n te rb u ry , w h o  h a d  b e e n  im m e rs e d  in  th e  w o r ld  

w ith o u t  f a l l in g  f ro m  G o d , a n d  y e t w ith  m a n y  im p e r fe c t io n s . T h e  a n te c e d e n ts o f  th e s e  tw o  k in d s  a re  w id e ly  



u n lik e ,  b u t  th e ir  e n d  is  o n e  a n d  th e  s a in e . T h e y  c o m e  u p  to  th e  a l ta r  b y  p a th s  f a r  a p a r t; b u t  th e y  m e e t  b e fo re  i t  in  

o n e  h e a r t a n d  m in d , c o n fo rm e d  to  th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  th e  G re a t  H ig h  P r ie s t .

T h is  in te r io r  s p ir i tu a l p e r fe c t io n  c o n s is ts  n o t  in  a  s in le s s  s ta te  —  fo r  w h o  is  w ith o u t  s in ?  —  b u t  f i rs t , in  

s u c h  a  f r e e d o m  f ro m  th e  p o w e r  o f  s in  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  w ill in g ly  d ie  r a th e r  th a n  c o m m it a  m o r ta l  s in ; a n d  n e x t , in  

s u c h  a  f e a r  a n d  a v e r s io n  f ro m  a l l s in  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  w illin g ly  s u f fe r  a n y  p a in  o r  lo s s  r a th e r  th a n  o f fe n d  G o d  b y  

a  w illfu l  v e n ia l s in ; a n d  th ird ly , b y  a  g la d  a n d  d e l ib e ra te  c h o ic e  o f  a  l i f e  in  th e  s p ir it  o f  p o v e r ty , h u m il i ty , la b o r ,  

a n d  th e  C ro s s  —  th a t  is , th e  lo t  o f  th e ir  D iv in e  M a ste r ; s o  th a t , e v e n  i f  th e y  c o u ld  e n jo y  th e  w o r ld  a n d  y e t  b e  

s a v e d , th e y  w o u ld  c h o o se  to  b e  c o n fo rm e d  to  H im  in  H is m e n ta l s o r ro w s , a n d  in  th e  m a n ifo ld  w a y s o f  H is  

C ro s s . S u c h  a  s ta te , w ith  a  r e ig n  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  a n d  o f  s o u ls , e v e n  th o u g h  th e  im p e tu o s i t ie s o f  s u d d e n  

in f i rm ity  a n d  th e  in d e l ib e ra te  m o v e m e n ts  a n d  f a u lts  o f  n a tu re  s t i l l r e m a in , is th e  in te r io r s p ir i tu a l p e r fe c t io n  

w h ic h  th e  F a th e r s  a n d  D o c to r s  r e q u ire  o f  th o se  w h o  c o m e  to  b e  o rd a in e d  to  th e  p r ie s th o o d .

S . A lp h o n s u s  s a y s  th a t  th e y  a l l h o ld  th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  s a n c ti fy in g  g ra c e  is  n o t s u f f ic ie n t fo r  o rd in a t io n .  

B u t  a l l  w h o  a re  in  a  s ta te  o f  s a n c ti fy in g  g ra c e  a re  u n ite d  w ith  G o d . U n io n  w ith  G o d , th e re fo re , is  n o t  e n o u g h  fo r  

th e  p r ie s th o o d . U n io n  w ith  G o d  —  th a t  is , a  f re e d o m  f ro m  m o r ta l s in  —  is , in d e e d , e n o u g h  fo r  C o m m u n io n . N o  

s u c h  C o m m u n io n  is  b a d ; b u t  s u c h  a  C o m m u n io n  is  n o t  th e re fo re  d e v o u t , a n d  m a y  b e  o n  th e  b r in k  o f  d a n g e r . I f  

s u c h , w ith o u t  s in . m a y  b e  th e  s ta te  o f  f a i th fu l, s u c h  c a n n o t  b e  th e  s ta te  o f  a  p r ie s t  w h o  c o n se c ra te s  a n d  c o n s u m e s  

th e  B o d y  a n d  B lo o d  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t, a n d  d is tr ib u te s  th e  B re a d  o f  L ife  to  o th e r s . T h e  w o r ld  h a s  s u n k  s o  lo w  th a t 

s o m e  th in k  th a t  o n ly  a  m o re  th a n  c o m m o n  g o o d n e s s  is  r e q u ire d  a s  a  s u f f ic ie n t c o n d it io n  fo r  a  p r ie s t : th a t  is , th a t  

a  p r ie s t , w h o  h a s  th e  p r ie s th o o d  a n d  c h a ra c te r o f  th e  S o n  o f  G o d , a n d  is s u r ro u n d e d  b y  a l l th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l  

r e la t io n s  o f  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  s p o k e n , m u s t , in d e e d , b e  m o re  th a n  c o m m o n ly  g o o d , b u t  m a y  b e  o n  th e  c o m m o n  

le v e l o f  a l l o th e r  m e n , o f  w h o m  n o t o n e  o f  th e s e  d iv in e  a n d  p re -e m in e n t o b lig a t io n s  c a n  b e  a f f i rm e d . S u c h  

p e r fu n c to ry  a n d  p ro fe s s io n a l  g o o d n e s s  is  h a rd ly  th e  m a rk  o f  th e  d is c ip le  o f  a  L o rd  w h o  w a s  c m c if ie d .

T h e  E p is c o p a te  h a s  b e e n  d e f in e d  a s  “ th e  o rd e r  w h ic h  h a s  s p ir i tu a l  p o w e r  to  m le  a n d  to  p ro p a g a te  th e  

C h u rc h  o f  G o d  b y  th e  p e rp e tu i ty  o f  s a c re d  o rd in a t io n .”  T h e  c h ie f  o f f ic e , th e re fo re , o f  th e  B is h o p  is  to  c h o o s e  

o u t .  to  t ry , to  t r a in , a n d  s o  m a k e  p e r fe c t , th e  y o u th s  w h o  a re  to  b e  a d m it te d  to  th e  p r ie s th o o d . F ro m  tw e lv e  y e a r s  

o ld . a s  th e  C o u n c il  o f  T re n t o rd e rs , th e y  s h o u ld  b e  t r a in e d  in  th e  s e m in a ry , a lr e a d y  a d m it te d  to  th e  c le r ic a l s ta te  

b y  to n s u re . F ro m  tw e lv e  to  tw  e n ty - fo u r  th e y  a re  u n d e r  th e  e y e  a n d  h a n d  o f  th e  B is h o p ,  fo r , th o u g h  o th e r s  w o rk  

u n d e r  h im . h e  is  s o  th e  h e a d  a n d  s o u rc e  o f  th e ir  t r a in in g  th a t  a  C o u n c il o f  T o le d o  c a l ls  th e  seminary Episcopalis 

praesentia. S o  f a r  a s  h u m a n  d is c e rn m e n t  c a n  r e a c h , s u c h  y o u th s  g ro w  u p  in  g ra c e  to  in te r io r  s p ir i tu a l  p e r fe c t io n .  

T h e  o th e r s w h o  c o m e  a t  th e  n in th  o r  th e  e le v e n th  h o u r  m u s t s t i ll a s c e n d  b y  th e  s e v e n  s te p s  w h ic h  le a d  to  th e  

a l ta r . I f  th e  t im e  o f  th e ir  t r a in in g  is  s h o r te r , n o t le s s  is  r e q u ire d  o f  th e m  —  r a th e r  m o re  is  e x a c te d  o f  th e m ; a n d  

u n til  th e  s a m e  in te r io r  s p ir i tu a l p e r fe c t io n  is  r e a c h e d , th e y  s lo w ly  a s c e n d  to w a rd s  th e  H o ly  S a c r if ic e . T h e  f e rv o r  

o f  c o n v e r s io n  a n d  th e  r e p a ra t io n  o f  p e n a n c e  a c c o m p lis h e s  in  th e m  in  b r ie fe r  t im e  w h a t th e  in n o c e n c e  o f  th o s e  

w h o  h a v e  n e v e r  s o rro w e d  fo r  s in  p e rh a p s  m o re  s lo w ly  r e a c h e s . T h e  f e rv o r  o f  S . P a u l  a n d  o f  S . A u g u s t in e  s p r in g  

f ro m  th e  saevitia in seipsum — th e  w ra th  a g a in s t  th e m s e lv e s w h ic h  is  th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  p e n a n c e . S . G re g o ry  

s a y s  th a t  a  s o ld ie r  w h o  h a s  g iv e n  w a y  a t th e  o u ts e t o f  th e  b a t tle  w ill o f te n  tu rn  a g a in  a n d  f ig h t m o re  h e ro ic a l ly  

th a n  th o s e  w h o  h a v e n e v e r w a v e re d . B u t th e in n o c e n t a n d  th e  p e n ite n t m u s t b o th  a t ta in  in te r io r s p ir i tu a l 

p e r fe c t io n  b e fo re  th e y  k n e e l  fo r  th e  la y in g  o n  o f  th e  h a n d s  w h ic h  im p re s s  o n  th e m  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  E te rn a l  

P r ie s th o o d .

I t  is  m o re o v e r  to  b e  a lw a y s  b o rn e  in  m in d  th a t  a  p r ie s t  is  o rd a in e d  ad exercendam perfectionem — th a t  

is , n o t  o n ly  to  b e  p e r fe c t, b u t  b y  h is  o w n  l i f e , a n d  b y  th e  a c t io n  a n d  in f lu e n c e  o f  h is  l i f e  in  w o rd  a n d  d e e d  o n  

o th e r s , to  e x h ib i t a n d  to  im p re s s o n  th e m  th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  o u r  D iv in e  L o rd . T h e  p r ie s th o o d  w a s  o rd a in e d  to  

p e rp e tu a te  th re e  th in g s : th e  w itn e s s  fo r  th e  tm th s  o f  f a i th , th e  a d m in is tr a tio n  o f  th e  S a c ra m e n ts  o f  g ra c e , a n d  th e  

m in d  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t . T h e  m in d  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t is  n o t  to  b e  m a n ife s te d  in  w o rd s  o n ly , b u t  in  th e  l iv in g  p o w e r  o f  

a  m in d  c o n fo rm e d  to  H is . “ Y e  a re  th e  l ig h t o f  th e  w o r ld ” s ig n if ie s  th a t , a s l ig h t m a n ife s ts  i ts e lf  b y  i ts  o w n  

r a d ia n c e , s o  th e  p r ie s t m u s t  s h in e  b y  th e  l ig h t o f  a  h o ly  l i f e  r e v e a lin g  a  h o ly  m in d . “ Y e  a re  th e  s a l t o f  th e  e a r th ”  

s ig n if ie s  th e  p e r s o n a l p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  s a n c t i ty  w h ic h  r e s is ts  c o r ru p tio n , a n d  th e  c o m m u n ic a t in g  o f  th e  s a m e  

r e s is ta n c e  to  o th e r s  b y  c o n ta c t a n d  in f lu e n c e . T o  e x e rc is e  p e r fe c t io n , th e n , is  to  a c t a c c o rd in g  to  th e  ru le  a n d  

s p ir i t o f  p e r fe c t io n : to  a c t , to  s p e a k , to  ju d g e , to  th in k  a s  th e  p e r fe c t  m a n  w o u ld . T o  e x e rc is e  p e r fe c t io n  is  to  b e  

a n d  to  d o  w h a t  is  p e r fe c t  in  th e  p e r s o n a l a n d  p r ie s tly  l i f e  in  p ie ty , h u m il i ty , c h a r ity , s e lf -d e n ia l . T o  e x e rc is e  is  to  

e l ic i t , to  e x e r t , to  e f fe c t . I t is  a  w o rd  o f  p o w e r  a n d  e n e rg y , o f  s e lf - c o m m a n d  a n d  in w a rd  fo rc e  is s u in g  in  o u tw a rd  

r e s u l ts .

S c h o o lm e n  h a v e  d is p u te d  w h e th e r  a  p r ie s t , w h o  is  h im s e lf  im p e rfe c t , c o u ld  e x e rc is e  p e r fe c t io n . I t is . 

in d e e d , a n  a x io m : Extra statum perfectionis perfecti multi, intra statum perfectionis multi imperfecti. B u t S . 

A u g u s t in e  s a y s ,  Nemo potest dare quod non habet.

I f  i t b e  s a id  th a t J u d a s p re a c h e d  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d : th a t t ru th  h a s i ts o w n  v ita l p o w e r; th a t e v e n  

m o r ta l  s in  in  th e  p r ie s t d o e s  n o t  h in d e r  th e  opus operatum — th a t  is , th e  g ra c e  o f  th e  S a c ra m e n ts ; th a t a n y  p r ie s t  

m a y  te a c h  o th e r s  to  b e  h u m b le , c h a ri ta b le , p u re , a n d  p io u s ; th a t i f  th e  g ro u n d  b e  g o o d  a n d  th e  s e e d  g o o d , n o  

m a tte r  w h a t b e  th e  h a n d  th a t  s o w s  i t —  a l l th is  m a y  b e  t ru e  —  th e  lo v e  a n d  c o m p a s s io n  o f  o u r  L o rd  fo r  s o u ls  

w ill n o t s u ffe r  th e  f a i th fu l  to  b e  d e f ra u d e d  b y  b a d  p r ie s ts , o r  e v e n  b y  im p e rfe c t  p r ie s ts  w h o  h a v e  e n te re d  th e  



p r ie s th o o d  w ith o u t th e in te r io r s p ir i tu a l p e r fe c t io n  n e e d e d  fo r o rd in a t io n , o r , h a v in g  e n te re d  r ig h t ly , h a v e  

a f te rw a rd s  lo s t i t . A ll th is  m a y  b e  t ru e ;  b u t  th is  is  n o t exercere perfectionem. S u c h  a  p r ie s t d o e s  n o t  e x e rc is e  o r  

p u t fo r th  w h a t h e  d o e s  n o t p o s s e s s ; b u t  th e  g ra c e  a n d  t ru th  w h ic h  c a m e  b y  J e s u s  C h r is t  w o rk  th e ir  o w n  e f fe c ts  

th ro u g h  h im . to h is o w n  c o n d e m n a tio n . T h e y w o rk  l ik e gratiae gratis datae, w h ic h  a re g iv e n  fo r th e  

s a n c t i f ic a t io n  o f  o th e r s , b u t d o  n o t s a n c t i fy  th o se  b y  w h o m  th e y  a re  d is p e n s e d . T h is  is  n o t th e  d o c tr in e  o f  th e  

C h u rc h  n e i th e r  is  th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f  o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r a  gratia gratis data. I t is  a  S a c ra m e n t w h ic h  s a n c t if ie s  

th o s e  w h o  r e c e iv e  i t . a n d  b e s to w s o n  th e m  a  p e re n n ia l a n d  in e x h a u s t ib le  s a c ra m e n ta l  g ra c e  fo r  i ts  f a i th fu l a n d  

f ru i t fu l  e x e rc is e .

T li is  is  p re c is e ly  e x p re s s e d  in  th e  P o n tif ic a l . In  th e  f i rs t  p re fa c e  fo r  th e  o rd in a t io n  o f  p r ie s ts  th e  B is h o p  

w a rn s  th e  c a n d id a te s  th a t th e y  m u s t a s c e n d  to  s o  h ig h  a  g ra d e  a s  th e  p r ie s th o o d  w ith  g re a t  f e a r , a n d  m u s t  ta k e  

h e e d  to  p o s s e s s  " h e a v e n ly  w is d o m ,  m o ra l in te g r i ty , a n d  a  m a tu re  o b s e rv a n c e  o f  ju s t ic e , i t  fu r th e r  s a y s  th a t o u r  

L o rd , in  c h o o s in g  o u t  th e  s e v e n ty - tw o  a n d  s e n d in g  th e m  o u t  to  p re a c h  b e fo re  H im , ta u g h t  u s  b o th  b y  w o rd  a n d  

d e e d  th a t th e  m in is te r s  o f  H is  C h u rc h  o u g h t  to  b e  p e r fe c t  in  th e  tw o fo ld  lo v e  o f  G o d  a n d  m a n , a n d  fo u n d e d  in  

v ir tu e . H e  c h a rg e s th e m  to  p re se rv e  in  th e ir  m o ra ls th e  in te g r i ty  o f  a  c h a s te a n d  h o ly  l i f e . A n d  f in a l ly , h e  

c o m m a n d s th e m  a s fo l lo w s : ‘ ‘R e a liz e  w h a t y o u  a re n o w  d o in g ; im ita te  ( th e s a n c t i ty ) w ith  w h ic h  y o u  a re  

c h a rg e d , th a t in  c e le b ra t in g  th e  m y s te iy  o f  th e  L o rd ’s d e a th  y o u  m a y  m o r tify  a l l v ic e s a n d  lu s ts in  y o u r  

m e m b e rs . L e t y o u r  d o c tr in e  b e  th e  s p ir itu a l m e d ic in e  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  G o d . L e t th e  o d o r  o f  y o u r  l i f e  b e  th e  

d e l ig h t  o f  t i r e  C h u rc h  o f  C h r is t, th a t  b y  p re a c h in g  a n d  b y  e x a m p le  y o u  m a y  e d ify  th e  h o u s e  th a t is  th e  f a m ily  o f  

G o d .”

In  th e  s e c o n d  p re fa c e  th e  B is h o p  fu r th e r  p ra y s : “ R e n e w  in  th e m  th e  s p ir it o f  h o lin e s s , th a t th e y  m a y  

r e c e iv e  o f  T h e e  th e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  s e c o n d  d ig n ify ,  a n d  m a y ,  b y  th e  e x a m p le  o f  th e ir  c o n v e r s a tio n , im p o s e  a  ru le  o f  

m o ra l  l i f e . M a y  th e y  b e  p ru d e n t  f e l lo w -w o rk e r s  w ith  u s ;  m a y  th e  p a t te rn  o f  a l l  ju s t ic e  s h in e  fo r th  in  th e m .”

In  l ik e  m a im e r  th e  C o u n c il o f  T ro u t o rd e r s  th a t a l l c le r ic s s h a l l v is ib ly  s h o w  in  th e ir  l iv e s , b y  th e ir  

d re s s , th e ir  g e s tu re , th e ir  g a i t , th e ir  w o rd s , a n d  in  a l l o th e r  th in g s , n o th in g  b u t  g ra v i ty , m o d e s ty . a n d  p ie ty . a n d  

th a t th e y  a v o id  e v e n  l ig h te r  f a u lts  w h ic h  in  th e m  w o u ld  b e  g re a t ; s o  th a t “ th e ir  a c t io n s s h a l l in s p ir e  a l l w ith  

v e n e ra tio n .”  T h e s e  w o rd s  e x p re s s  th e  e x e rc is e  o f  p e r fe c t io n  in  i ts  fu l le s t s e n se , w h ic h  is  tw o fo ld  —  f i rs t , th a t  th e  

p r ie s t s h a l l s h o w  th e  p ra c t ic e  o f  p e r fe c t c h a ri ty  in  h is  o w n  l i f e ; a n d  n e x t , th a t h e  d if fu s e  th e  s a m e  b y  im p re s s in g  

th e  s a m e  la w  o f  c h a r i ty  u p o n  o th e r s .

L a s t ly , w ith o u t m o re  w o rd s , i t m u s t b e  s e lf -e v id e n t  th a t  th e  in te r io r  s p ir i tu a l p e r fe c t io n  r e q u ire d  a s  a  

c o n d it io n  to  o rd in a tio n , a n d  th e re fo re  a s  a n  e s s e n t ia l c o n d it io n  to  th e  e x e rc ise  o f  p e r fe c t io n  u p o n  o th e r s , im p o s e s  

o n  th e  p r ie s t a f te r  o rd in a t io n  th e  s tr ic te s t  o b lig a t io n  to  p e r se v e re  b y  a l l m e a n s  n e c e s s a ry  in  th a t  p e r fe c t l i f e .

H a p p y  is th e  p r ie s t w h o  p e rs e v e re s in  th e  s e lf -o b la t io n  m a d e o n  th e  d a y  w h e n  h e  w a s o rd a in e d :  

u n h a p p y  a b o v e  a l l m e n  is  th e  p r ie s t w h o  f a l ls  f ro m  i t . T o  s u c h  m a y  b e  s a id  th e  d iv in e  a n d  te r r ib le  w o rd s : “ I  h a v e  

s o m e w h a t a g a in s t  th e e  b e c a u se  th o u  h a s t le f t th y  f i rs t c h a r i ty ;”  o r , “ I  w o u ld  th o u  w e r t c o ld  o r  h o t; b u t  b e c a u se  

th o u  a r t lu k e w a rm , a n d  n e i th e r  c o ld  n o r  h o t , I w ill b e g in  to  v o m it  th e e  o u t o f  M y  m o u th ;”  o r  e v e n , “ T h o u  h a s t  

th e n a m e o f  b e in g  a l iv e , a n d  th o u a r t d e a d .” I f th e s ta te o f th e p r ie s th o o d  w e re th e s ta te perfectionis 

adquirendae. s u c h  a  m a n  m ig h t m o re e a s i ly r e g a in  h is f e rv o r . B u t i t is a  state perfectionis exercendae, 

conservandae, et amplius augmentandae. H e  h a s  a lr e a d y  r e c e iv e d  th e  g re a te s t v o c a t io n , n e x t a f te r  th e  d iv in e  

m a te rn i ty ' o f  M a ry  a n d  th e  fo s te r - f a th e rh o o d  o f  J o s e p h , e v e r  b e s to w e d  o n  m a n : a n d  w ith  i t th e  g re a te s t  g ra c e ,  

b e c a u s e  p ro p o r t io n a te  to  th a t  v o c a t io n . S . P a u l s a y s  to  e v e ry  o n e  o f  u s , “ B e  th o u  a n  e x a m p le  o f  th e  f a i th fu l in  

w o rd , in  c o n v e rs a tio n , in  c h a r ity , in  f a i th , in  c h a s t i ty . N e g le c t  n o t  th e  g ra c e  th a t  is  in  th e e , w h ic h  w a s  g iv e n  th e e  

b y  p ro p h e c y , w ith  im p o s i tio n  o f  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d . M e d ita te  u p o n  th e s e  th in g s : b e  w h o lly  in  th e s e  

th in g s  —  haec meditare, in his esto: th a t  th y  p ro f ic ie n c y  ( th a t  is , th y  g ro w th  in  s a n c t i ty )  m a y  b e  m a n ife s t to  a l l . 

T a k e  h e e d  to  th y s e lf  a n d  to  d o c tr in e : b e  e a rn e s t in  th e m , fo r  in  d o in g  th is  th o u  s h a f t  b o th  s a v e  th y s e lf , a n d  th e m  

th a t h e a r  th e e .” In  th is  w e  s e e  th e  exercitium perfectionis in se, et in alios, th e  e x e rc ise  o f  p e rs o n a l a n d  o f  

p a s to ra l  p e r fe c t io n , f i r s t  in  h is  o w n  l i f e , a n d  n e x t  in  h is  a c t io n s  u p o n  h is  f lo c k . Ut perfectus sit homo Dei.

T h e  la s t  th re e  c h a p te r s  a n d  th e  p re s e n t h a v e  a l l  b e e n  d ire c te d  to  o n e  e n d , n a m e ly ,  to  s h o w  b y  h o w  m a n y  

a n d  b y  h o w  s tr in g e n t  o b lig a t io n s  a  p r ie s t  is  b o u n d  to  th e  l i f e  o f  p e r fe c t io n . T h e  n o tio n  o f  o b lig a t io n  h a s  b e e n  s o  

id e n t if ie d  w ith  la w s , c a n o n s , v o w s , a n d  c o n tra c ts  th a t , i f  th e s e c a n n o t b e s h o w n  to  e x is t, n o  o b lig a t io n  is  

s u p p o s e d  to  e x is t. I t  is  t ru e  th a t  a l l  la w s , c a n o n s , v o w s , a n d  c o n tra c ts  la y  o b lig a tio n s  u p o n  th o s e  w h o  a re  s u b je c t  

to  th e m . B u t a l l o b lig a t io n s  a re  n o t  b y  la w s , n o r  b y  c a n o n s , n o r  b y  v o w s , n o r  b y  c o n tra c ts . T h e re  a re  o b lig a t io n s  

d is t in c t  f ro m  a n d  a n te r io r  to  a l l  th e s e  b o n d s . F a ith , h o p e , c h a r i ty , c o n tr i t io n ,  p ie ty , a l l  b in d  th e  s o u l  b y  th e  m o s t  

p e r s u a s iv e  a n d  c o n s tra in in g  o b lig a tio n s . T h e  la w  o f  l ib e r ty  b in d s  b y  lo v e , g ra ti tu d e , a n d  g e n e ro s i ty . C o m p a re d  

w ith  th e s e  i t m a y  b e  s a id  a l l b o n d s  a re  a s  th e  le tte r  th a t  m a y  k il l to  th e  s p ir i t  w h ic h  g iv e s  l i f e . T h e s e  b o n d s  o f  

J e s u s C h r is t a re  u p o n  a l l H is  d is c ip le s , a n d  e m p h a tic a l ly  u p o n  H is  p r ie s ts . U p o n  th e m  a re  a l l th e  o b lig a t io n s  

a r is in g  f ro m  th e ir  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  H is  e te rn a l o f f ic e , in  th e  s a c e rd o ta l  c h a ra c te r , in  th e ir  s p e c ia l c o n f ig u ra t io n  to  

th e ir  D iv in e  M a ste r , in  th e  d iv in e  p o w e rs  o f  c o n s e c ra t io n  a n d  a b so lu t io n : in  th e ir  p e rs o n a l  r e la t io n s  to  J e s u s , to  

H is  s a c ra m e n ta l P re se n c e , to  H is  m y s tic a l B o d y . I f  th e s e  th in g s  d o  n o t d e m a n d  o f  m e n  a s p ir in g  to  b e  p r ie s ts  

in te r io r  s p ir i tu a l p e r fe c t io n  b e fo re  th e ir  h a n d s  a re  a n o in te d  fo r  th e  H o ly  S a c r if ic e , a n d  th e  y o k e  o f  th e  L o rd  is  



la id  u p o n  th e ir s h o u ld e r , w h a t h a s G o d  e v e r o rd a in e d , o r  th e  h e a r t o f  m a n  e v e r c o n c e iv e d , to  b in d  m e n  to  

p e r fe c t io n ?

C H A P T E R  V ,

T H E  IN S T R U M E N T A L  M E A N S  O F  P E R F E C T IO N

S . P A U L  s a y s : “ W e  k n o w  th a t  to  th e m  th a t  lo v e  G o d  a l l  t i l in g s  w o rk  to g e th e r  u n to  g o o d  to  s u c h  a s , a c c o rd in g  to  

H is  p u rp o se , a re  c a lle d  to  b e  S a in ts . F o r  w h o m  H e  fo re k n e w  H e  a ls o  p re d e s t in a te d  to  b e  m a d e  c o n fo n n a b le  to  

th e  im a g e  o f  H is s o n , th a t  H e  m ig h t b e  th e  f i r s t -b o m  a m o n g s t m a n y  b re th re n . A n d  w h o m  H e  p re d e s t in a te d , 

th e m  H e  a lso  c a l le d . A n d  w h o m  H e  c a lle d , th e m  H e  a ls o  ju s t if ie d . A n d  w h o m  H e  ju s t i f ie d , th o rn  H e  a ls o  

g lo r if ie d :” th a t is , H e la id  u p o n  th e m  th e  g lo iy  o f  th e a d o p tio n  a s s o n s o f  G o d . S u c h  is th e  e n d  o f  o u r  

p re d e s tin a t io n  a s C h r is tia n s ; a n d  th e  m e a n s to  th a t e n d  a re  v o c a t io n , ju s t if ic a t io n , a n d  a d o p tio n . A n d  th e s e  

m e a n s , w ith  th e  g ra c e s o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t th a t a re  a t ta c h e d  to  th e m , a re  p ro p o r t io n a te a n d  a d e q u a te  to  th e  

a t ta in m e n t o f  c o n fo rm ity  to  th e  S o n  o f  G o d .  b o th  in  th is  l i f e  a n d  in  e te rn i ty . T h e  w o rk s  o f  G o d  n e v e r  f a i l o n  H is  

p a r t . I f  th e y  f a i l , th e y  a re  f ru s tr a te d  o n  o u r  p a r t . G ra c e  e n o u g h  is  g iv e n  to  e v e n ' r e g e n e ra te  s o u l  to  a t ta in  s a n c ti ty .  

A ll a re  c a l le d  to  b e  S a in ts : n o t , in d e e d , in  th e  s a m e  m e a s u re  o r  d e g re e ; fo r  “ s ta r  d if f e re th  f ro m  s ta r  in  g lo ry .”  

T h e  p a th s  a n d  v o c a t io n s  o f  m e n  a re  b e y o n d  a l l n u m b e r  in  th e ir  m e a s u re s  a n d  d iv e rs i t ie s ; b u t  to  e a c h  is  g iv e n  

g ra c e  a d e q u a te  to  th e  a t ta in m e n t o f  th e  e n d  to  w h ic h  h e  is  c a lle d , a n d  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  o f  th e  p a th  b y  w h ic h  h e  

is  to  a t ta in  i t .

T h is  s o v e re ig n  la w  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t  is  e x p re s se d  b y  S . B e rn a rd in e  o f  S ie n n a  in  w o rd s  w e ll  k n o w n .

O f  a l l th o s e  w h o  a re  p re d e s t in a te d  to  b e  c o n fo rm e d  to  th e  im a g e  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t , th e y  c o m e  f i r s t  w h o  

s h a re  H is  p r ie s th o o d  a n d  c h a ra c te r . T h e y  a re  c a lle d  to  b e  l ik e  H im , th a t  th e y  m a y  b e  th e  r e p re se n ta t iv e s  o f  H is  

p e rs o n , a n d  th e  im a g e s  o f  H is  m in d . T o  th e m , th e re fo re , a re  g iv e n  a l l p ro p o r t io n a te  a n d  a d e q u a te  m e a n s  o f  th e  

c lo s e s t  c o n fo rm ity  to  H im .

T h e  m e a n s  g iv e n  to  p r ie s ts  fo r  th is  e n d  a re  o f  tw o  k in d s : th o se  th a t  a re  o f  a  g e n e ra l , a n d  th o s e  th a t  a re  

o f  a  s p e c ia l, n a tu re . A t p re s e n t , w e  w ill k e e p  to  th o s e  w h ic h  a re  g e n e ra l , a n d  le a v e  th e  s p e c ia l m e a n s , m e re ly  

n a m in g  th e m , fo r  a  fu tu re  c h a p te r .

T h e  g e n e ra l m e a n s  a re  th re e : f i rs t , th e  s a c ra m e n ta l g ra c e  o f  p r ie s th o o d ; s e c o n d ly , th e  e x e rc is e  o f  th e  

p r ie s th o o d ; a n d  th ird ly , th e  e x e rc is e  o f  th e  p a s to ra l  o f f ic e .

1 . T h e  f i rs t  m e a n s  to  s a c e rd o ta l p e r fe c t io n  is  th e  s a c ra m e n ta l g ra c e  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d . S o m e tim e s  i t  is  

s a id  to  b e  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  c h a ra c te r ; s o m e tim e s  to  f lo w  f ro m  i t . E v e ry  S a c ra m e n t c o n fe r s  s a n c t i fy in g  g ra c e ; b u t  

a s  e a c h  is  o rd a in e d  fo r  a  d is t in c t e n d , a  s p e c ia l g ra c e  is  g iv e n  b y  e a c h  fo r  th e  d is t in c t e n d  o f  e a c h . S . T h o m a s  

d e sc r ib e s  i t  a s  fo l lo w s : “ A s  th e  v ir tu e s  a n d  g if ts  a d d , b e y o n d  th e  g ra c e  c o m m o n ly  s o  c a l le d ,  a  c e r ta in  p e r fe c t io n  

o rd a in e d  d e te rm in a te fy  to  th e  a c ts  p ro p e r  to  th e  p o w e rs  (o f  th e  s o u l) ; s o  th e  s a c ra m e n ta l  g ra c e  a d d s , b e y o n d  th e  

g ra c e  c o m m o n ly  s o  c a lle d , a n d  b e y o n d  th e  v ir tu e s  a n d  g if ts , a  d iv in e  h e lp , auxilium divinum, fo r  th e  a t ta in m e n t  

o f  th e  e n d  o f  th e  S a c ra m e n t .”  B u t th is  d iv in e  h e lp  is  n o t g iv e n  o n c e  fo r  a l l, b u t in i t ia l ly , a s  th e  o p e n in g  o f  a  

s p r in g  f ro m  w h ic h  a  s tr e a m  f lo w s a n d  m u lt ip l ie s  i ts e lf  in to  m a n ifo ld  auxilia o r  h e lp s  in  t im e  o f  n e e d , t r ia l ,  

d a n g e r , o r  te m p ta t io n .

I t is . th e re fo re , o f  f a i th  n o t o n ly  th a t in  o rd in a t io n  s a n c ti fy in g  g ra c e  —  u n le s s  a  b a r  b e  p u t b y  th e  

u n w o r th in e s s  o f  th e  m a n  —  p ro p o r t io n a te  to  th e  s a c e rd o ta l s ta te  is  g iv e n ; b u t a ls o  th a t a  d is t in c t a n d  s p e c ia l  

d iv in e  h e lp , a d e q u a te ,  c o n tin u o u s , a n d  m a n ifo ld , e n a b lin g  th e  p r ie s t to  fu lf i l a l l  th e  o b lig a t io n s  o f  h is  p r ie s th o o d .  

A  p r ie s t h a s  th re e  c h a ra c te r s , a n d  th e re fo re  a  th re e fo ld  s a c ra m e n ta l g ra c e : a s  a  s o n , a  s o ld ie r , a n d  a  p r ie s t . T h e s e  

d iv in e  h e lp s  n e v e r  f a i l o n  G o d ’s  p a r t . I f  th e re  b e  f a ilu re , i t  is  th e  p r ie s t  th a t  f a i ls . I t  is  h is  o w n  s in , o r  h is  o w n  

s la c k n e s s , o r  h is  o w n  s lo th , o r  h is  o w n  in s e n s ib i l i ty  to  th e  d iv in e  h e lp s  th a t  a re  u rg in g  a n d  e m p o w e r in g  h im  fo r  

th e  d u ty  o r  th e  a s p ir a tio n  f ro m  w h ic h  h e  s h r in k s . S . P a u l a n s w e rs  h is  o w n  q u e s t io n , “ F o r  th e s e  th in g s  w h o  is  

s u f f ic ie n t? ”  b y  s a y in g , “ I  c a n  d o  a l l  th in g s  th ro u g h  H im  s tre n g th e n in g  m e .”

f t is  o f  d iv in e  f a i th  th a t G o d  d o e s n o t c o m m a n d  im p o s s ib i l i t ie s . A n d  a ls o  th a t , to  h im  th a t u s e s  th e  

g ra c e  h e  h a s . m o re  g ra c e  is  g iv e n . T h e  p r ie s th o o d  is  in d e e d  a  h ig h  e s ta te  a n d  a n  a rd u o u s  w o rk . M e n  m a y  s h r in k  

f ro m  i t la u d a b ly , f ro m  h u m il i ty , s e lf -m is tru s t , a n d  h o ly  f e a r . B u t w h e n  th e  in d e l ib le  c h a ra c te r h a s  b e e n  o n c e  

im p re ss e d  u p o n  th e m , to  w a v e r a n d  to  d o u b t is l ik e  P e te r u p o n  th e  s e a  w h e n  th e  w in d s a n d  w a v e s w e re  

b o is te ro u s . O u r  L o rd  in  h im  r e b u k e s  o u r  c o w a rd ic e : “ O  th o u  o f  l i t t le  f a i th , w h e re fo re  d id s t th o u  d o u b t? ”  A n d  

th e s e  w o rd s  o u g h t  to  b e  fo r  e v e r  in  o u r  e a r s . I f  w e  b e g in  to  s in k  i t  is  b e c a u se  w e  h a v e  b e g u n  to  d o u b t . A n d  th e n  

w e  b e g in  to  lo o k  h e re  a n d  th e re , b a c k w a rd s a n d  fo rw a rd s , a n d  to  th in k  th a t  s a fe ty  a n d  r e s t a n d  s a n c ti ty  is  to  b e  

fo u n d  in  th is  s ta te  a n d  th e  o th e r , a n d  a n y w h e re  b u t  in  o u r  o w n . T h is  is  w a n t  o f  h u m b le  f a i th . I f  w e  w o u ld  o n ly  

u s e  th e  g ra c e w e  h a v e  w e  s h o u ld  n e v e r  f a i l; a n d  in  u s in g  i t th e  g ra c e  w o u ld  b e  in c re a s e d , o r d o u b le d , o r  

m u lt ip l ie d  te n fo ld  in  r e w a rd  o f  h u m il i ty  a n d  f id e l i ty , a n d  s im p le  t ru s t in  o u r  D iv in e  M a ste r . N o  m a n  h a s  s o  

m a n y  ta le n ts  to  t r a d e  w ith  t i l l h is  M a s te r  c o m e s  a g a in  a s  a  p r ie s t  A n d  n o  m a n  c a n  th e re fo re  la y  u p  fo r  h im s e lf  s o  



g re a t  a  r e w a rd . O f  o u r  B le s s e d  M o th e r  a lo n e  i t  c a n  b e  s a id  th a t s h e  c o r re sp o n d e d  w ith  e v e ry  l ig h t  a n d  in s p ira t io n  

a n d  g ra c e  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t ; a n d  th a t p ro m p tly  a n d  a d e q u a te ly , s o  th a t th e  in c re a s e  o f  h e r  g ra c e  c a n n o t b e  

m e a s u re d , a n d  is  c a lle d  a n  im m e n s i ty . B u t  e v e ry  p r ie s t , th o u g h  f a r  b e lo w  H e r  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  o r ig in a l s in  a n d  

f a u l ts  a n d  f a l ls , a n d  o f  o u r  ta rd y  a n d  in a d e q u a te  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w ith  o u r  g re a t a n d  in n u m e ra b le  g ra c e s  —  e v e ry ' 

p r ie s t m a y  g a in  a n d  s to re  u p  in  h im s e lf  a  g re a t d e p th  o f  s a n c t if ic a tio n , a lw a y s in c re a s in g  th ro u g h  l i f e , a n d  

a c c u m u la tin g  m o re  a n d  m o re  u n to  th e  e n d .

I f  i t  s h o u ld  s o  h a p p e n  th a t  a n y  m a n  b y  s in  o r  s lo th  b a r re d  th e  g ra c e  o f  h is  o rd in a tio n  a t  th e  o u ts e t o f  h is  

l i f e , b y  tm e  c o n v e r s io n  to  G o d  th e  g ra c e  w h ic h  s in  h a d  b o u n d  m a y  y e t r e v iv e . I f  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  h is l i f e  h e  

s h o u ld  lo s e  h is f e rv o r , o r  e v e n  h is s p ir i tu a l l i f e , th e  S a c ra m e n t o f  p e n a n c e  w ill r e s to re  h im  to  g ra c e , a n d  b y  

c o n tr i t io n  th e  s a c ra m e n ta l  g ra c e  m a y  y e t  r e v iv e . W h o . th e n , n e e d s  to  d e s p a ir ?  H o p e  h o n o rs  o u r  D iv in e  L o rd . L e t  

u s  h o p e  g re a tly , s tro n g ly ,  a n d  w ith  p e r s e v e ra n c e  to  th e  e n d .

2 .  B u t, s e c o n d ly , th e  p r ie s th o o d  i ts e lf  is  a  s o u rc e  o f  s a n c t i f ic a t io n  to  th e  p r ie s t . I t is a  r e s tr a in t a n d  a  

g u a rd  a n d  a  s h e lte r  a g a in s t  th e  w o r ld . I t  is  a  m o tiv e  a n d  a  m e a s u re  o f  a s p ir a tio n . I t is  a  c o n s ta n t im p u ls e  a f te r  a  

h ig h e r  d e g re e  o f  u n io n  w ith  G o d . A  p r ie s t  is  s e t  a p a r t fo r  G o d ’s  g re a te s t g lo ry '; a n d  o n  a l l lu s  s a c e rd o ta l l i f e , a s  

o n  th e  v e s se ls o f  th e  T e m p le , is w rit te n  Sanctificatus Domino. T o  th is a ls o h is p e r s o n a l a c t io n s o u g h t to  

c o r re s p o n d . T h e  w o rd s  o f  th e  P s a lm is t  o u g h t  to  b e  e x p re s s ly  t ru e  in  th e  m o u th  o f  a  p r ie s t . " O n e  th in g  I  h a v e  

a s k e d  o f  th e  L o rd , th a t  w ill  I  s e e k  a f te r , th a t I  m a y  d w e ll in  th e  h o u s e  o f  th e  L o rd  a l l  th e  d a y s  o f  m y  l i f e : th a t I  

m a y  s e e  th e  d e l ig h t  o f  th e  L o rd , a n d  m a y  v is i t  H is  te m p le ; fo r  H e  h a th  h id d e n  m e  in  H is  ta b e rn a c le .”  T h e  " o n e  

th in g ”  o f  a  p r ie s t ’s  l i f e  is  to  d w e ll n e a r  o u r  L o rd  o n  th e  a l ta r , to  b e a r  th e  k e y  o f  th e  ta b e rn a c le , a n d  to  b e  a s  a  

d is c ip le  ad latus Domini — b y  th e  s id e  o f  h is  L o rd . T h e  t i t le  “ A lte r  C h r is tu s ”  is  b o th  a  jo y  a n d  a  r e b u k e . I f  w e  

b e  id e n tif ie d  w ith  o u r  L o rd  H e  w ill  d w e ll  in  u s  a n d  r e ig n  in  u s . “ T h e  c h a r i ty ' o f  C h r is t  u rg e th  u s ”  —  th a t  is . H is  

lo v e  to  u s  u rg e s  u s  to  lo v e  H im , to  s e rv e  H im  w ith  a l l  o u r  in w a rd  l i f e ; fo r  H e  d ie d  fo r  u s  to  th is  e n d  —  " th a t w e  

s h o u ld  n o  lo n g e r  l iv e  u n to  o u rs e lv e s .”  “ W ith  C h r is t I  a m  n a i le d  to  th e  C ro s s ; a n d  I l iv e , n o w  n o t I . b u t C h r is t  

l iv e th  in  m e .”

I f  th e p re s e n c e  o f J e s u s p e n e tr a te s th ro u g h o u t th e s o u l ; i f i t p e rv a d e s th e in te l le c t , th e w ill, th e  

a f fe c tio n s ,  H e  l iv e s  in  u s , a n d  w e ,  b y  H im , s h o u ld  l iv e  a  s u p e rn a tu ra l  l i f e . A ll  o u r  f r e e d o m  w o u ld  s t i ll  b e  p e r fe c t ,  

b u t  H is  m in d  a n d  H is  in s p ir a t io n  w o u ld  r e ig n  o v e r  u s . W e  s h o u ld  th in k  H is  th o u g h ts , s p e a k  H is  w o rd s , d o . H is  

a c ts . W h a t  a  m u lt i tu d e  o f  s w e e tn e ss  i t  w o u ld  b r in g  in to  o u r  w h o le  l i f e  i f  w e . a s  p r ie s ts , c o u ld  s a y , “ I  l iv e , n o t  I , 

b u t C h r is t l iv e th  in  m e .” T h e  w o r ld  w o u ld  h a v e n o th in g  in  u s : w e  s h o u ld  n e i th e r s e e k  i t n o r  f e a r i t . T h e  

c o n sc io u s n e s s  o f  o u r  p re d e s t in a t io n  a n d  v o c a t io n , a n d  ju s t i f ic a t io n  a n d  a d o p tio n , a n d  o f  o u r  s e c o n d  a n d  h ig h e r  

v o c a t io n  to  b e  in  a  s p e c ia l m a n n e r a n d  m e a s u re c o n fo rm e d  to  th e im a g e o f  th e S o n  b y  p a r ta k in g  o f  H is  

p r ie s th o o d ,  w o u ld  b e  a  p e rp e tu a l  m o tiv e  to  a l l  p e r fe c t io n .

3 .  L a s t ly , th e  p a s to ra l o f f ic e  a ls o  is  in  i ts e lf  a  d is c ip l in e  o f  p e r fe c t io n . F o r , f i rs t o f  a l l. i t  is  a  l i f e  o f  

a b n e g a t io n  o f  s e lf . A  p a s to r  h a s  a s  m a n y  o b e d ie n c e s  to  fu lf i l  a s  h e  h a s  s o u ls  to  s e rv e . T h e  g o o d  a n d  th e  e v i l , th e  

s ic k  a n d  th e  w h o le , th e  y o u n g  a n d  th e  o ld , th e  w ise  a n d  th e  fo o l ish , th e  w o r ld ly  a n d  th e  u n w o rld ly  —  w h o  a re  

n o t a lw a y s  w ise  —  th e  p e n ite n t a n d  th e  im p e n ite n t , th e  c o n v e r t in g  a n d  th e  u n c o n v e r te d , th e  la p se d  a n d  th e  

r e la p s e d , th e  o b d u ra te  a n d  th e  d e f ia n t , a l l m u s t  b e  w a tc h e d  o v e r  N o n e  m a y  b e  n e g le c te d  —  s t i ll le s s  c a s t  o f f  —  

a lw a y s , a t  a l l  t im e s , a n d  in  a l l  w a y s  p o s s ib le . S . P h il ip  u s e d  to  s a y  th a t a  p r ie s t  s h o u ld  h a v e  n o  t im e  o f  h is  o w n ,  

a n d  th a t m a n y  o f  h is  m o s t c o n s o l in g  c o n v e r s io n s  c a m e  to  h im  o u t  o f  h o u rs , a t  u n s e a s o n a b le  m o m e n ts . I f  h e  h a d  

s e n t  th e m  a w a y  b e c a u se  th e y  c a m e  o u t  o f  t im e , o r  a t  s u p p e r - t im e , a n d  th e  l ik e , th e y  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  lo s t . T h e n  

a g a in  th e  t r ia ls  o f  te m p e r , p a t ie n c e , a n d  s e lf - c o n tro l in  b e a r in g  w ith  th e  s tra n g e  a n d  in c o n s id e ra te  m in d s  th a t  

c o m e  to  h im ; a n d  th e  d e m a n d s  m a d e  u p o n  h is  s tr e n g th  a n d  e n d u ra n c e  d a y  a n d  n ig h t  in  th e  c a l ls  o f  th e  s ic k  a n d  

d y in g , c o m in g  o f te n  o n e  a f te r a n o th e r w h e n  fo r a  m o m e n t h e h a s g o n e  to  r e s t ; th e w e a ry ' a n d  c o n tin u a l  

im p o r tu n it ie s  o f  p e o p le  a n d  o f  le t te r s  t i l l  th e  s o u n d  o f  th e  b e l l o r  th e  k n o c k  a t  th e  d o o r  is  a  c o n s ta n t fo re b o d in g  

to o  s u re ly  fu lf i l le d : a l l th e s e  th in g s  m a k e  a  p a s to r ’s  l i f e  a s  w e a r iso m e  a n d , s tra n g e  to  s a y . a s  is o la te d  a s  i f  h e  

w e re  in  th e  d e s e r t . N o  s a c k c lo th  s o  m o r tif ie s  th e  b o d y  a s  th is  l i f e  o f  p e rp e tu a l s e lf - a b n e g a t io n  m o r tif ie s  th e  w ill.  

B u t  w h e n  th e  w ill  is  m o r tif ie d  th e  s e rv a n t is  l ik e  h is  M a ste r ,  a n d  h is  M a s te r  is  th e  e x e m p la r  o f  a l l  p e r fe c t io n . “ .8 7  

ergo dilectionis est testimonium cura pastionis, quisquis virtutibus pollens gregem Dei renuit pascere, pastorem 

summum convincitur non amare."

T o  th is m u s t b e  a d d e d  th a t th e  p a s to r ’s o f f ic e  is  th e  h ig h e s t d is c ip l in e  o f  c h a r ity ; a n d  c h a r i ty is  th e  

p e r fe c t io n  o f  G o d  a n d  m a n . I t  w a s  c h a ri ty  th a t  m o v e d  h im  to  b e c o m e  a  p a s to r , a n d  c h a r ity ' b in d s  l i im  to  g iv e  h is  

l i f e  fo r  h is  f lo c k . B e tw e e n  th e  b e g in n in g  a n d  th e  e n d in g  o f  h is  l i f e  c h a r i ty  is  th e  u rg e n t  m o tiv e  w h ic h  c o n s tr a in s ,  

s u s ta in s , a n d  s p e n d s  a l l h is  l iv in g  p o w e rs . H e  k n o w s  h im s e lf  to  b e  vicarius charitatis Christi. E v e ry  a c t io n  o f  a  

f a i th fu l  p a s to r  is  p ro m p te d  h a b itu a l ly ,  v ir tu a l ly , o r  a c tu a l ly  b y  c h a r i ty . A n d  in  e v e ry  a c t io n , f ro m  th e  g re a te s t to  

th e  le a s t , a s  c h a ri ty  is  e l ic i te d  in to  a c t , i t is  a u g m e n te d  b y  a n  in c re a s e  p o u re d  o u t in to  th e  h e a r t b y th e  H o ly  

G h o s t , th e  c h a r i ty  o f  G o d . “ G o d  is  c h a r i ty , a n d  h e  th a t a b id e th  in  c h a r i ty  a b id e th  in  G o d  a n d  G o d  in  h im .”  B u t  

w h e re  G o d  a b id e s  th e re  is  s a n c t i ty , fo r  th o u g h  c h a r i ty  a n d  s a n c t i ty  a re  d is t in c t, th e y  a re  in s e p a ra b le ,  c o m in g  a n d  

g o in g , g ro w in g  o r  le s s e n in g  in  in te n s i ty  to g e th e r , l ik e  l ig h t  a n d  h e a t, w h ic h  a re  n e v e r  p a r te d .

W e  m ig h t  d ra w  o u t  th is  in  o th e r  d e ta i ls  a s  in  h u m il i ty , p u r i ty , p ie ty , g e n e ro s i ty , a n d  th e  l ik e , w h ic h  a re  

in  c o n tin u a l  e x e rc is e  a n d  in  c o n tin u a l  in c re a s e  in  th e  l i f e  o f  p r ie s ts  a n d  p a s to r s . B u t  m o r tif ic a t io n  a n d  c h a r i ty  a re  



th e  tw o  c o n d it io n s  o f  p e r fe c t io n : a n d  n o  m o re  w o rd s  a re  n e e d e d  to  s h o w  th a t  th e y  a re  c a l le d  fo r th  in to  th e  fu l le s t  

e x e rc is e  b y  th e  d e m a n d s  o f  a  p r ie s tly  a n d  p a s to ra l  l i f e .

A s  to  th e  o th e r  m e a n s  o f  p e rfe c t io n , i t w ill  b e  e n o u g h  n o w  to  e n u m e ra te  th e m , b e c a u se  th e y  w ill c o m e  

b a c k  h e re a f te r  o n  o u r  a t te n tio n .

F ir s t is  th e  la w  a n d  o b lig a t io n  o f  c h a s t i ty , w ith  a l l i ts  s a fe g u a rd s  a n d  s a n c t i t ie s .

S e c o n d ly , th e  l i f e  a n d  s p ir i t o f  p o v e r ty ' w h ic h  b in d s  a  p r ie s t in  h is  e c c le s ia s t ic a l r e v e n u e s ,  a n d  c o u n s e ls  

a  p a s to r  w ith  a  p e re m p to ry  v o ic e , in  th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  a n y  p a tr im o n y  h e  m a y  p o s s e s s .

T h ird ly  is  o b e d ie n c e  to  th e  C h u rc h , to  I r is  B is h o p , to  la w . to  d is c ip l in e , to  th e  l iv in g  v o ic e  o f  a u th o r i ty ’ , 

w h ic h  m a y  b e  a s  m in u te  a n d  f a r  s p re a d in g  a s  a n y  c a n  d e s ir e  i f  th e y  h a v e  th e  w ill  to  o b e y .

T h e se  th re e  o b lig a tio n s  a re  in s tru m e n ta l  m e a n s  o f  p e rfe c t io n . T o  th e m  m u s t b e  a d d e d : F o u r th ly , th e  

h a b i t  o f  p ra y e r  a n d  m e d ita t io n , w h ic h  is  th e  h a b it  o f  c o n te m p la t io n .

F if th ly , th e  d a i ly  M a ss , w ith  i ts  p re p a ra tio n  a n d  th a n k s g iv in g ,  a n d  t i r e  m a n ifo ld  r e la t io n s  o f  th e  p r ie s t  to  

th e  B le s s e d  S a c ra m e n t , d is tr ib u t in g  t i r e  B re a d  o f  L ife  to  I r is  f lo c k  in  b e n e d ic t io n s ,  p ro c e s s io n s , e x p o s i t io n s , a n d  

in  p e rs o n a l  v is its  to  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  o u r  D iv in e  L o rd .

S ix th ly , in  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l. T h e  p r ie s t w h o  is  f a i th fu l  a n d  p a t ie n t  a s  a  f a th e r , a  p h y s ic ia n , a n d  a  ju d g e  

o f  s o u ls , g a in s  m o re  in  th e  l iv in g  h is to r ie s  o f  s in  a n d  s o r ro w , c o n tr i t io n  a n d  c o n v e r s io n , s a n c ti ty  a n d  p e r fe c t io n  

in  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l , th a n  f ro m  a l l  th e  b o o k s  u p o n  I r is  s h e lv e s .

S e v e n th ly , in  th e  p re a c h in g  o f  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d , to  w h ic h  d a i ly  m e d ita t io n  a n d  s tu d y  o f  H o ly  S c r ip tu re  

a re  v ita l ly  n e c e s s a ry . S . A u g u s t in e  s a y s  “ th a t  a  m a n  w ill  p re a c h  s o  m u c h  th e  m o re  o r  s o  m u c h  th e  le s s  w is e ly  a s  

h e  s h a l l h a v e  m a d e  m o re  o r  le s s  p ro g re s s  in  H o ly  S c rip tu re .”

E ig h th ly ,  in  h is  s e v e n  v is i ts  to  th e  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t  in  th e  d a i ly  D iv in e  O ff ic e .

N in th ly , in  th e  ru le  o f  l i f e  g iv e n  to  h im  a n d  w ro u g h t  in to  h im  in  th e  s e m in a ry , w h ic h , in  o u tl in e  a t  le a s t ,  

h a s  b e c o m e  a  s e c o n d  n a tu re , d ire c t in g , c o n s tr a in in g , c o u n s e l in g ,  a n d  o rd e r in g  b is  l i f e  in  i ts  u n io n  w ith  G o d .

L a s t ly , in  th e  la w  o f  l ib e r ty , th e  h ig h e s t a n d  m o s t c o n s tra in in g  o f  a l l o b lig a t io n s , to  w h ic h  w e  w ill  

r e tu rn  h e re a f te r .

W ith  s u c h  a b u n d a n t  m e a n s  o f  c o n f irm in g  h im s e lf  in  th e  in te r io r  s p ir i tu a l p e r fe c t io n  in  w h ic h  h e  w a s  

o rd a in e d , a n d  o f  a t ta in in g  c o n tin u a l ly  a  n e a re r  c o n fo rm ity  to  th e  m in d  a n d  l i f e  o f  b is  M a ste r ,  n o  p r ie s t  c a n  f a i l o f  

a n y  d e g re e  o f  h u m il i ty , c h a r ity ', a n d  s a n c t ity , e x c e p t th ro u g h  h is  o w n  f a u l t . G o d  h a s  d o n e  fo r  u s  m o re  th a n  w e  

c o u ld  a s k  o r  th in k . A n d  " th e  g if ts  a n d  th e  c a l l in g  o f  G o d  a re  w ith o u t  r e p e n ta n c e "  —  th a t  is . th e re  is  n o  c h a n g e  o f  

m in d  o r  p u rp o s e  to w a rd s  H is  p r ie s ts , w h o m  H e  h a s  c h o s e n  to  b e  H is  r e p re s e n ta tiv e s , a n d  to  b e , l ik e  H im s e lf ,  

“ th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  w o r ld ”  a n d  " th e  s a lt  o f  th e  e a r th .”

C H A P T E R  V I ,

T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  P R IE S T

T H E  e n d  o f  m a n  is  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d . T h e  e n d  o f  a  C h r is tia n  is  th e  g re a te r  g lo ry  o f  G o d . T h e  e n d  o f  a  p r ie s t  is  

th e  g re a te s t  g lo ry  o f  G o d .

1 . T h e  g re a te s t w o rk  o f  G o d  in  th e  s ix  d a y s  o f  C re a tio n  w a s  m a n . S . P a u l s a y s  th a t “ th e  w o m a n  is  th e  

g lo ry  o f  th e  m a n ,”  b u t  th a t  “ m a n  is  th e  im a g e  a n d  g lo ry  o f  G o d .”  T h e  w o rk s  o f  G o d  a ro s e  in  a n  a s c e n d in g  s c a le  

f ro m  th e  c re a t io n  o f  th e  l ig h t to  th e  in o rg a n ic  a n d  in a n im a te  c re a tu re s , a n d  f ro m  th e s e  to  th e  o rg a n ic a n d  

a n im a te , a n d  f ro m  th e s e  a g a in  to  th e  r a t io n a l . T h e re  w a s  n o th in g  h ig h e r  th a n  m a n  u n d e r  G o d  e x c e p t th e  h o ly  

A n g e ls , p u re , s p ir i tu a l in te l l ig e n c e s , s im p le  a n d  im m o r ta l , s in le s s  a n d  r e sp le n d e n t , s a n c ti f ie d  a n d  i l lu m in a te d  b y  

th e  H o ly  G h o s t . M a n  w a s  m a d e  a  l i t t le  lo w e r  th a n  th e  a n g e ls ,  b e c a u s e  h is  s p ir i tu a l  n a tu re  w a s  c lo th e d  in  a  b o d y  

ta k e n  f ro m  th e  s l im e  a n d  d u s t o f  th e  e a r th , a n d  s u b je c t , th e re fo re , to  th e  s in le s s im p e r fe c tio n s o f  a n  e a r th ly  

n a tu re . N e v e r th e le s s , h e  w a s  th e  im a g e  o f  G o d . H is  m e m o ry ,  in te l l ig e n c e , a n d  w ill  a re  a n  im a g e  o f  th e  th re e  c o 

e q u a l  a n d  in d iv is ib le  P e rs o n s  o f  th e  e v e r-b le s s e d  T r in ity . H e  w a s , th e re fo re , th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d , in  a  s e n s e  b e y o n d  

a l l o th e r c re a tu re s , fo r n o  o th e r c o u ld  r e n d e r to  G o d  th e  λ ο γ ικ ή ν λ α τ ρ ε ία ν , th e  obsequium rationabile, th e  

o b e d ie n c e  o f  r e a s o n  a n d  o f  f a i th , a n d  s e rv e  H im  a s  a  s o n  a n d  a s  a  f r ie n d .

A n d  m a n . w h e n  c re a te d , w a s c ro w n e d  w ith  g lo ry  a n d  h o n o r . H is n a tu re  w a s  i ts e lf  h is  g lo ry , fo r  i t  

r e f le c te d  th e  p e r fe c t io n s  o f  G o d . T h e  l ig h t  o f  h is  r e a s o n  w a s  h is  c ro w n , r a d ia n t  w ith  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d  a n d  

o f  h im s e lf . A n d  G o d  s e t h im  o v e r a l l th e  w o rk s o f  H is  h a n d s . H e  g a v e  h im  s o v e re ig n ty  a n d  lo rd s h ip  —  a  

d o m in io n  o f  u s e  a n d  o f  e n jo y m e n t h e ld  b y  d iv in e  g ra n t, a n d  l im ite d  b y  th e  la w  o f  th e  d iv in e  p e r fe c t io n s . T h is  

w a r ra n ts  n o  e x c e s s  b e y o n d  th e  in te n t io n s  a n d  c o n d it io n s  o f  th e  d o m in io n  w h ic h  G o d  d e le g a te d  to  m a n .

M a n  w a s ,  th e n , th e  f i r s t- f ru i ts  o f  th e  o ld  c re a t io n .

2 .  B u t  w h a t th e  f i rs t  A d a m  w a s  a m o n g  c re a tu re s  th e  s e c o n d  A d a m  is  a m o n g  m e n . T h e  f i r s t m a n  w a s  

o n ly  m a n  in  s ta tu re  a n d  p e r fe c t io n , u n ite d  in d e e d  w ith  G o d  b y  th e  in d w e ll in g  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t;  b u t  in  n o  w a y  

a b o v e  o r  b e y o n d  th e  d im e n s io n s  o f  m a n h o o d . T h e  s e c o n d  M a n  is G o d  In c a rn a te , a n d  o u r  m a n h o o d  in  H im  is  



d e if ie d . I t  w a s  h u m a n ity  in  a l l  th in g s  s u c h  a s  o u rs , y e t  w ith o u t  s in , ta k e n  o f  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  a  s in le s s  M o th e r ,  

p u re  a n d  b le s se d  a s  th e  v irg in  e a r th  b e fo re  s in  e n te re d . T h e  In c a rn a t io n  w a s  th e  n e w  c re a t io n  o f  G o d . S . P a u l s o  

w rite s : “ G o d , w h o  c o m m a n d e d  th e  l ig h t to  s h in e  o u t o f  d a rk n e s s , h a th  s h in e d  in  o u r  h e a rts  to  g iv e  th e  l ig h t o f  

th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d , in  th e  f a c e  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t ."  H e  w a s , in  a  tw o fo ld  fu l ln e s s ,  th e  im a g e  o f  G o d .  

H e  w a s  th e  e te rn a l Im a g e  o f  th e  F a th e r a s G o d ; a n d  th e  r e f le c te d  Im a g e  o f  G o d  a s  m a n . T h e  o r ig in a l a n d  th e  

l ik e n e s s  in  H im  w e re  u n ite d ; a n d  th e  g lo iy  o f  H is  c o u n te n a n c e  is  th e  L ig h t o f  th e  W o rld . “ G o d , w h o  a t  s u n d ry  

t im e s  a n d  in  d iv e r s  m a n n e rs  s p o k e  in  t im e s  p a s t  to  th e  F a th e r s , b y  th e  P ro p h e ts , la s t o f  a l l, in  th e s e  d a y s  h a th  

s p o k e n  to  u s  b y  H is  S o n , w h o m  H e  h a th  a p p o in te d  H e ir  o f  a l l  t i lin g s ,  b y  w h o m  a ls o  H e  m a d e  th e  w o r ld .”  A ll  th e  

l ig h ts  o f  n a tu re  a n d  o f  r e a so n , a n d  o f  c o n tin u a l  r e v e la t io n  b y  p ro p h e ts  a n d  s e e r s  a s c e n d e d  in to  th e  fu l l  a n d  f in a l  

r e v e la t io n  o f  G o d  b y  J e s u s  C h r is t , “ th e  b r ig h tn e s s  o f  H is  g lo w , a n d  th e  f ig u re  o f  H is  s u b s ta n c e .”  A ll h o lin e s s ,  

ju s t ic e , w is d o m , m e rc y , h u m il i ty , c h a r i ty , s y m p a th y , a n d  te n d e rn e s s  w e re  r e v e a le d  in  th e  p e r so n  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t .

J e s u s  C h r is t , th e re fo re ,  is  th e  f i r s t - f ru i ts  o f  th e  n e w  c re a t io n .

3 .  S . J a m e s  w rite s : " O f  H is  o w n  w ill h a th  H e  b e g o tte n  u s  b y  th e  w o rd  o f  t ru th ,  th a t w e  m ig h t  b e  s o m e  

b e g in n in g  o f  H is  c re a tu re s ;"  th a t is  to  s a y . th o s e  w h o  a re  b o m  a g a in  o f  w a te r  a n d  th e  H o ly  G h o s t  a re  th e  f i r s t -  

f ru i ts  a m o n g  th e  n a t io n s . T h e  w o rd  α π α ρ χ ή  is  a s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  h a n re s t , w h e n  th e  f i r s t s h e a f , r e a p e d  a n d  

b o u n d , w a s  l i f te d  u p  b e fo re  th e  L o rd  a s  th e  f i rs t - f ru i ts  o f  th e  f ie ld . S o  a m o n g  th e  n a t io n s  is  th e  B o d y  o f  C h r is t  

th e  f e llo w sh ip  o f  th e  r e g e n e ra te , w h o , b y  a  n e w  b ir th , h a v e  r is e n  f ro m  s p ir i tu a l d e a th  to  s p ir i tu a l l i f e , a n d  a re  

th e re b y  p a r ta k e rs  o f  im m o r ta l i ty . T h e y  a re  m e m b e rs o f  a  D iv in e  H e a d , w h o  is  “ th e  f i rs t - f ru i ts  o f  th e m  th a t  

s le p t ;”  a n d  in  H im  a lso  th e y  a re  r is e n , a n d  h a v e  b e c o m e  p a r ta k e r s  o f  th e  p o w e rs  o f  th e  w o r ld  to  c o m e . S . P a u l  

s a y s  th a t w e  h a v e  “ th e  f i r s t - f ru i ts  o f  th e  s p ir i t .”  S . P e te r  d e s c r ib e s  th e  C h r is tia n  p e o p le  a s  a  c h o s e n  g e n e ra t io n , a  

k in g ly  p r ie s th o o d , a  h o ly  n a t io n , a  p u rc h a se d  p e o p le ,”  w h o s e  o f f ic e  in  th e  w o r ld  is  “ to  d e c la re  H is  v ir tu e s  w h o  

h a th  c a lle d  u s  o u t  o f  d a rk n e ss  in to  H is  m a rv e lo u s  l ig h t .”  A n d  a g a in  w e  a re  m a d e  “ th e  f i r s t  - f ru i ts  to  G o d  a n d  to  

th e  L a m b ”  —  th a t  is , fo r  th e  g re a te r  g lo ry  o f  G o d .

I f , th e n , th e  r e g e n e ra te  a re  th e  f i r s t- f ru i ts  o f  th e  w o r ld , th e  p r ie s ts  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t a re  th e  f i r s t - f ru i ts  o f  

th e  r e g e n e ra te . I f  th e  f i rs t - f ru its  a re  fo r  th e  g re a te r  g lo iy  o f  G o d , th e  f i r s t - f ru i ts  o f  th e  f i rs t  - f ru i ts  m u s t  b e  fo r  H is  

g re a te s t  g lo ry . T o  b e  c h o se n  o u t  f ro m  th e  c h o s e n  p e o p le ,  th e  e le c t  o f  th e  e le c t ; to  b e  p a r ta k e r s  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  

o f  th e  In c a rn a te  S o n , o f  H is  c h a ra c te r  a n d  o f  H is  p o w e rs ; to  b e  th e  v is ib le  w itn e s se s  o f  H is  m in d  a n d  o f  H is  

p e rfe c t io n ; to  b e aliorum perfectores', to b e s e t to  m a k e o th e r s p e r fe c t ; to  b e c o n s e c ra te d  to  o f fe r H im  

c o n tin u a l ly  a s  th e  V ic t im  fo r  th e  s in s o f  th e  w o r ld ; a n d  to  o f fe r  o u rs e lv e s in  u n io n  ‘w ith  H im  to  G o d ; a n d .  

m o re o v e r , to  o f fe r  o u rs e lv e s  to  H im  fo r  th e  w o rk  H e  h a s  la id  u p o n  u s ;  b e y o n d  th is , w h a t  is  th e re  r e v e a le d  fo r  th e  

g lo ry  o f  G o d  e x c e p t  th e  e te rn a l  s e rv ic e  a n d  p e r fe c t io n  o f  th e  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t?  A  p r ie s t is  s e t  to  c o n tin u e  th e  w o rk  

o f  h is  M a s te r . B u t th e  w o rk  o f  h is  M a s te r  w a s  to  s a v e  a n d  to  s a n c t ify  m a n k in d . H e  is  c h o s e n  a n d  c a lle d  a n d  

c o n s e c ra te d  to  m a k e  v is ib le  a n d  s e n s ib le  th e  l i f e , th e  m in d , th e  W o rd , a n d  th e  w ill o f  J e s u s  C h r is t . S . B e rn a rd  

s a y s : “ F e e d  ( th e  f lo c k )  b y  th y  m in d , b y  th y  l ip s , b y  th y  w o rk s , b y  th y  s p ir i t  o f  p ra y e r , b y  th e  e x h o r ta t io n  o f  th y  

w o rd s , b y  th e  e x a m p le  o f  a l l  th in e  a c t io n s .”  W h e n  o u r  L o rd  s a id . " A s  M y  F a th e r  h a th  s e n t  M e . s o  s e n d  I  y o u .”  

H e  m e a n t  th a t  H is  p r ie s ts  s h o u ld  p e rp e tu a te  in  th e  w o r ld  n o t o n ly  H is  t ru th  a n d  H is  H o ly  S a c ra m e n ts , b u t H is  

o w n  m in d , a n d  l ik e n e s s , a n d  l i f e . A n d  fo r  th is  H e  h a s  g iv e n  u s  a l l  th e  n e c e s s a ry ' m e a n s . H e  c h o s e  a n d  ta u g h t  a n d  

t r a in e d  a n d  a s s im ila te d H is A p o s t le s to  H im se lf  b y  d ire c t a n d  im m e d ia te a c t io n . H e c h o o s e s , c a l ls , a n d  

c o n fo rm s  H is  p r ie s ts  to  H im se lf  n o w  n o  le s s  th a n  in  th e  b e g in n in g , th o u g h  H is  a c t io n  b e  m e d ia te  b y  th e  d iv in e  

t r a d it io n ,  a n d  b y  th e  a c t io n  o f  H is  m y s tic a l  B o d y  e d ify in g  i ts e lf  in  c h a r i ty . D io n y s iu s  th e  A re o p a g ite ,  w h o s o e v e r  

h e  b e , s a y s : “ H e  w h o  s p e a k s  o f  a  p r ie s t  s p e a k s  o f  a  m a n  m o s t a u g u s t , a n d  a l to g e th e r  d iv in e , a n d  m o s t s k i l le d  in  

th e  w h o le  s a c re d  s c ie n c e ,”  th a t is , o f  G o d . S . Ig n a t iu s  c a l ls  th e  p r ie s t " th e  c u lm in a t in g  p o in t o f  a l l g o o d n e s s  

a m o n g  m e n .”

T h is , th e n , is  a n  a x io m  in  th e  la w  a n d  s p ir i t o f  th e  s a c e rd o ta l l i fe : th a t a  p r ie s t is  p re d e s t in e d  fo r  th e  

g re a te s t  g lo ry  o f  G o d .

F ro m  th is , a g a in , i t  fo l lo w s  th a t  th e  w o rd s  o f  S . P a u l  o u g h t  to  b e  in  th e  h e a r t  o f  e v e ry  p r ie s t: “ I  c o u n t  a l l  

th in g s  lo s s  fo r  th e  e x c e l le n t  k n o w le d g e  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t  m y  L o rd , fo r  w h o m  I  h a v e  s u f fe re d  th e  lo s s  o f  a l l  t i l in g s ,  

a n d  c o u n t  th e m  b u t  a s  d u n g  th a t  I  m a y  g a in  C h ris t ;”  “ th a t I m a y  k n o w  H im  a n d  th e  p o w e r  o f  H is  r e s u r re c tio n ,  

a n d  th e  f e l lo w s h ip  o f  H is  s u f fe r in g s , b e in g  m a d e  c o n fo rm a b le  to  H is  d e a th : i f  b y  a n y  m e a n s  I  m a y  a t ta in  to  th e  

r e su r re c t io n  w h ic h  is  f ro m  th e  d e a d . N o t  a s  th o u g h  I h a d  a lr e a d y  a t ta in e d , o r  w e re  a lr e a d y  p e r fe c t ;  b u t  I  fo l lo w  

a f te r , i f  I  m a y  b y  a n y  m e a n s  a p p re h e n d  w h e re in  I  a m  a ls o  a p p re h e n d e d  b y  C h r is t J e s u s . B re th re n . I  d o  n o t  c o u n t  

m y s e lf  to  h a v e  a p p re h e n d e d . B u t o n e  th in g  I d o : fo rg e t tin g  th e  th in g s th a t a re  b e h in d , a n d  s tr e tc h in g  fo r th  

m y s e lf  to  th o s e  th a t  a re  b e fo re , I  p re s s  to w a rd  th e  m a rk  to  th e  p r iz e  o f  th e  s u p e rn a l v o c a t io n  in  C h r is t J e su s .”  

T h e se  w o rd s o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t e x p re s s  th e  a im , a s p ir a t io n , a n d  e f fo r t o f  a  f a i th fu l p r ie s t , a lw a y s p re s s in g  

u p w a rd s , a n d  a lw a y s a s c e n d in g  h ig h e r a n d  h ig h e r in  th e  l i f e  o f  G o d  —  th e  h e a v e n ly  l i f e  o f  k n o w le d g e  a n d  

p o w e r , o f  th e  C ro s s , a n d  o f  c o n fo rm ity  to  th e  S o n  o f  G o d . N o  w o rd s  c a n  b e  a d d e d  to  th e s e  w ith o u t  le s se n in g  

th e ir  c o n s tr a in in g  fo rc e . T h e re  is  n o  d e g re e  o f  s a n c t ity  o r  p e r fe c t io n  to  w h ic h  a  p r ie s t  o u g h t  n o t  to  a s p ire . T o  a im  

a t a n y  m a rk  o r  m e a s u re  b e lo w  th e  h ig h e s t is  to  f a l l s h o r t o f  o u r  v o c a t io n . “ N o t  to  a d v a n c e  in  v ir tu e , n o r  o u t  o f  

o u r  o ld  s e lv e s  to  b e  m a d e  n e w ,  b u t  to  l in g e r  in  th e  s a m e  s ta te , w e  a c c o u n t  to  b e  a  S . G re g o ry  o f  N y s s a  s a y s : “ L e t  

n o  o n e  c o m p la in  a t  s e e in g  th e  l ia b i l i ty  o f  n a tu re  to  c h a n g e , b u t  le t  h im  b e  a lw a y s  c h a n g in g  h im s e lf  fo r  th e  b e t te r ,  



a n d  b e in g  t r a n s fo rm e d  f ro m  g lo ry  to  g lo ry , b e c o m in g  b e t te r  b y  d a i ly  g ro w th , n e v e r  th in k in g  th a t  h e  h a s  a t ta in e d  

th e  b o u n d s  o f  p e r fe c t io n . F o r  th is  is  t ru ly  p e r fe c t io n : n e v e r  to  s ta n d  s t il l in  th e  g ro w th  to w a rd s  w h a t is  m o re  

p e r fe c t , n o r  to  f ix  a n y  l im it  to  p e rfe c t io n . ”  S . B e rn a rd  a ls o  s a y s : “ J a c o b  s a w  a n g e ls  o n  th e  la d d e r  a s c e n d in g  a n d  

d e s c e n d in g . D id  h e  s e e  a n y  s ta n d in g  s t il l  o r  s i t tin g ?  I t  is  n o t  p o s s ib le  to  s ta n d  h a n g in g  o n  a  f r a i l la d d e r , n o r  in  

th e  u n c e r ta in ty ' o f  th is  m o r ta l  l i f e  c a n  a n y th in g  a b id e . W e  h a v e  n o t  h e re  a n  a b id in g  c i ty ', b u t  w e  a re  s e e k in g  o n e  

to  c o m e . A s c e n d  o r  d e s c e n d  y o u  m u s t . N o  m a n  is  c e r ta in  th a t  h e  is  g o o d  w h o  d o e s  n o t  d e s ir e  to  b e  b e t to r : a n d  

w h e re  y o u  b e g in  to  b e  u n w il l in g  to  b e c o m e  b e t te r , th e re  y o u  b e g in  to  c e a s e  to  b e  g o o d .”  A n d  i f  th is  w a rn in g  b e  

t ru e  o f  a l l C h r is t ia n s , h o w  p e re m p to ry  is  th e  w a rn in g  to  a l l p r ie s ts . H e  s a y s  a g a in , Solus Deus melior se ipso 

esse non vult, quia non valet.

I f  s u c h  b e  o u r  p re d e s tin a tio n ,  w h a t  is  o u r  s ta te ?

1 . O f  a  s in fu l  p r ie s t  n o  w o rd s  a re  n e e d e d . S in c e  th e  f a l l  o f  th e  a n g e ls  th e re  w a s  n o th in g  e v e r  s o  h id e o u s  

a s  th e  f a l l o f  J u d a s , a n d  s in c e  th e  f a l l o f  J u d a s  n o th in g  s o  fu l l o f  d re a d  a s  th e  f a l l o f  a  p r ie s t . Mane eras stella 

rutilans: vespere conversus es in carbonem. In  th e  m o rn in g , l ik e  a  s ta r  in  th e  b r ig h tn e s s  o f  p u r ity : a t e v e n in g ,  

b la c k  a n d  d e a d  a s  a  c o a l . A n d  th is  m a y  b e  n o t  o n ly  b y  s in s  o f  th e  f le sh  —  w h ic h  to  th e  a n g e ls  w e re  im p o ss ib le  

—  b u t o f  th e  s p ir i t , s u c h  a s  th e  s in s a g a in s t c h a r ity , p ie ty , a n d  h u m il i ty . T h e  s in  o f  J u d a s w a s , s o  f a r  a s is  

w ritte n , a  s p ir i tu a l  s in , e n d in g  in  th e  s a le  a n d  th e  b e tra y a l o f  H is  D iv in e  L o rd . W e  a re  n o t s a fe  f ro m  m o r ta l s in  

b y  b e in g  o n ly  c h a s te  a n d  p u re . S . J e ro m e  s a y s : Perfidus Judaeus, perfidus Christianus, ille de latere, iste de 

calice sanguinem Christi fundit.

2 .  O f  a  w o r ld ly  p r ie s t  l i t t le  n e e d  b e  s a id . I f  th e  lo v e  o f  th e  F a th e r  c a n n o t  b e  in  h im  w h o  lo v e s  th e  w o r ld ,  

th e n  c h a s t i ty  a n d  p u r i ty  w ill  n o t  s a v e  u s ;  fo r  i f  th e  “ c o n c u p is c e n c e  o f  th e  e y e s ”  o r  “ th e  p r id e  o f  l i f e ”  b e  in  u s , w e  

a re  d e a d  a lr e a d y  nondum apparuit judicium et jam factum est judicium." T h e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  la s t  d a y s  is  th a t  

m e n  s h a l l  b e  “ lo v e r s  o f  th e ir  o w n  s e lv e s ,”  a n d  “ lo v e r s  o f  p le a su re  m o re  th a n  lo v e r s  o f  G o d .”  S u c h  p r ie s ts  m a y  

b e  b la m e le s s to  th e  e y e , b u t th e y  m a y  lo v e  “ th e  th in g s  th a t a re  th e ir  o w n , a n d  n o t th e  th in g s  th a t a re  J e s u s  

C h r is t ’s .”

3 .  O f  a  la x  p r ie s t  w h a t c a n  b e  s a id ?  T h e  c h ie f  s ig n s  o f  la x i ty  a re  to  l iv e  w ith o u t  a  ru le  o f  l i f e ; to  s a y  th e  

H o ly  M a s s  b y  c u s to m , w ith  l i t t le  p re p a ra t io n , a n d  l i t t le  th a n k s g iv in g ;  to  b e  w e a ry  o f  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l ; to  e s c a p e  

i t  w h e n  p o s s ib le ;  to  b e  u n p u n c tu a l  a n d  i r r e g u la r in  a t te n d a n c e . S u c h  a  p r ie s t s o o n  f in d s  h im se lf  m o re  a t e a s e  in  

th e  w o r ld  th a n  a m o n g  p r ie s ts . T h e  h a b its , to n e , ta lk , a n d  p le a s a n t  w a y s  o f  th e  w o r ld  a re  m o re  to  h is  ta s te . H e  

l iv e s  in  a  m iss io n -h o u s e  o r  a  p re s b y te ry ,  b u t  i t  is  n o t  h is  h o m e . H is  h o m e  is  w h e re  h is  h e a r t  is , a n d  h is  h e a r t  is  in  

th e  w o r ld . H e  is  r e a d y  fo r  a n y  r e c re a t io n  a m o n g  p e o p le  o f  th e  w o r ld  o r  a m o n g  w o m e n , b u t  n o t  a lw a y s  r e a d y  fo r  

a  s ic k -b e d , o r  a  s o rro w fu l  ta le , o r  fo r  th e  D iv in e  O ffic e . In  la u g h te r  h e  is  u n c h a s te n e d , a n d  in  s o r ro w  h e  is  c a s t  

d o w n . In  p ru d e n c e  a n d  c ir c u m sp e c t io n  h e  is  u n w a ry  a n d  o f te n  b lin d  to  w h a t a l l a b o u t h im  s e e , b u t h e  a lo n e  

c a n n o t  o r  w ill  n o t  p e rc e iv e . H e  is  fo n d  o f  m o n e y , a n d  g la d  w h e n  o b la t io n s  a n d  g if ts  c o m e  in . H e  c a n  g iv e  a n y  

le n g th  o f  t im e  to  th e  w o r ld , a n d  c a n  a lw a y s  f in d  le is u re  fo r  w h a t  h e  l ik e s . H e  is  a  r e a d y  ta lk e r ,  a n d  h a s  a  tu rn  fo r  

s a t i r e . H e  s e e s  th e  lu d ic ro u s  in  m e n  a n d  th in g s , a n d  is  a n  a m u s in g  c o m p a n io n  m u c h  s o u g h t  a f te r . T h is  s ta te  is  

n o t f a r f ro m  lu k e w a rm n e s s , w h ic h  S . B e rn a rd  d e f in e s a s “ b r ie f a n d  r a re c o m p u n c tio n , s e n s u o u s th o u g h ts ,  

o b e d ie n c e  w ith o u t  d e v o tio n , ta lk  w ith o u t c ir c u m s p e c t io n . ”  O f  th e s e  s in s  h e  s a y s  a g a in , “ L e t n o  m a n  s a y  in  h is  

h e a r t th e s e  th in g s a re  l ig h t, f t is n o  g re a t m a tte r  i f  I s h o u ld  g o  o n  in  th e s e  v e n ia l a n d  le s s e r s in s . T h is is  

im p e n ite n c e : th is  is  b la sp h e m y  a g a in s t th e  H o ly  G h o s t , a n d  w ith o u t  r e m is s io n .”  O n c e  m o re  h e  s a y s  “ D o  n o t  

d e s p is e  th e s e  th in g s  b e c a u se  th e y  a re  l i t t le , b u t f e a r  th e m  b e c a u se  th e y  a re  m a n y .”  A n d  th e  C o u n c il  o f  T re n t  

s a y s : " L e t  p r ie s ts  a v o id  l ig h t  f a u l ts , w h ic h  in  th e m  a re  g re a t .”  A  b lo t  u p o n  a  la y m a n ’ s  c o a t  is  h a rd ly  s e e n ,  b u t  a  

s p o t  u p o n  a  p r ie s t 's  a lb  is  a n  e y e s o re  to  a l l  m e n .

f t w o u ld  b e  w e ll fo r  u s  to  r e n e w  e v e ry  d a y  a n d  w h e re s o e v e r  w e  a re  th e  c o n s c io u s n e ss  th a t w e  a re  

p re d e s t in e d  a n d  c o n s e c ra te d  to  th e  g re a te s t  g lo iy  o f  G o d . T h e  l i f e  a n d  th e  m e a s u re s  a l lo w a b le  to  th e  f a i th fu l a re  

n o t  a l lo w a b le  to  p r ie s ts . T o  a l l  m e n  S . P a u l  s a y s : " W h e th e r  y e  e a t  o r  d r in k , o r  w h a te v e r  y e  d o , d o  a l l  to  th e  g lo ry  

o f  G o d .”  I f  s u c h  b e  th e  la w  o f  d u ty  fo r  th e  la y m a n , w h a t  is  th e  o b lig a t io n  o f  th e  p r ie s t?

C H A P T E R  V II .

T H E  P R IE S T ’ S  D A N G E R S

A L L  th a t h a s h ith e r to  b e e n  s a id  h a s r a is e d  th e  p r ie s t to  s o  h ig h  a  s ta te  th a t th e  n e x t th o u g h t m u s t b e  o f  h is  

d a n g e r s . I f  h e  s h o u ld  f a l l , h o w  g re a t th a t f a l l w o u ld  b e . T o  s ta n d  u p o n  th e  p in n a c le  o f  th e  T e m p le  n e e d s a  

s u p e rn a tu ra l p o ise  a n d  f id e l i ty  n o t  to  f a l l . I t is  w e ll  —  i t is  e v e n  n e c e s s a ry  —  th a t  w e  s h o u ld  b o th  n u m b e r  a n d  

m e a s u re  th e  d a n g e r s  w h ic h  b e s e t  u s .

W e  c a n  a l l. p e rh a p s , r e m e m b e r  w ith  w h a t a  s e n s e  o f  h o ly  f e a r  w e  p re p a re d  fo r  o u r  o rd in a t io n ; w ith  

w h a t  jo y  a n d  h o p e  w e  r e c e iv e d  th e  in d e l ib le  c h a ra c te r  o f  p r ie s th o o d ;  w ith  w h a t  d is a p p o in tm e n t  a t  o u rs e lv e s  w e  

w o k e  u p  th e  n e x t m o rn in g , o r  s o o n  a f te r , to  f in d  o u rs e lv e s th e  s a m e  m e n  w e  w e re  b e fo re . T h is  m e e tin g  o f  



d e v o u t  a n d  h o p e fu l  a s p ir a tio n  w ith  th e  c o ld  h a rd  r e a l i ty  o f  o u r  c o n s c io u s  s ta te  c a rn e  l ik e  a  s h a rp  w ith e r in g  w in d  

o v e r  th e  f i rs t  b lo s s o m s  o f  a  f ru i t- t r e e . B u t  th e  e f fe c t o f  th is  w a s  w h o le s o m e . I t  ro u se d  a n d  w a rn e d  u s  e v e n  w ith  

f e a r . W e  th e n  b e t te r  u n d e rs to o d  s u c h  w o rd s  a s  th e s e ; “ S o n  o f  m a n , I  h a v e  m a d e  th e e  a  w a tc h m a n  to  th e  h o u s e  o f  

I s r a e l ; a n d  th o u  s h a l t h e a r th e  w o rd  o u t o f  M y  m o u th , a n d  s h a l l te ll i t th e m  f ro m  M e . I f . w h e n  I s a y  to  th e  

w ic k e d , ‘T h o u  s h a l t s u re ly  d ie , ’ th o u  d e c la re  i t  n o t  to  h im , n o r  s p e a k  to  h im  th a t  h e  m a y  b e  c o n v e r te d  f ro m  h is  

w ic k e d  w a y  a n d  l iv e , th e  s a m e  w ic k e d  m a n  s h a ll  d ie  in  I r is  in iq u i ty ,  b u t  I  w ill r e q u ire  I r is  b lo o d  a t  th y  h a n d . B u t  

i f  th o u  g iv e  w a rn in g  to  th e  w ic k e d , a n d  h e  b e  n o t c o n v e r te d  f ro m  h is  w ic k e d n e s s a n d  f ro m  h is  e v i l w a y , h e  

in d e e d  s h a l l d ie  in  h is  in iq u i ty ,  b u t  th o u  h a s t  d e l iv e re d  th y  s o u l .”  W ith  th is  c o m m is s io n  w e ig h in g  u p o n  h im . th e  

p r ie s t f r e s h  f ro m  h is o rd in a tio n  e n te rs  u p o n  h is  p a s to ra l w o rk . T h e n  b e g in  h is  d a n g e r s . S . J o h n  C h ry s o s to m , 

a f te r  s p e a k in g  o f  th e  t r ia ls  o f  B is h o p s  a n d  p r ie s ts , h o w  th e y  a re  e x p o s e d  to  a l l to n g u e s  a n d  te m p e rs , a c c u s in g  

th e m  o f  c o n tra d ic to ry  th in g s , a n d  ta k in g  o f fe n c e  w h e th e r  w e  w ill o r  n o , s a y s : “ T h e  p r ie s th o o d  r e q u ire s  a  g re a t  

s o u l ;  fo r  th e  p r ie s t  h a s  m a n y  h a ra s s in g  t ro u b le s  o f  h is  o w n , a n d  h a s  n e e d  o f  in n u m e ra b le  e y e s  o n  a l l s id e s .”  T h is  

s o u n d s  a s  a  w a rn in g . L e t  u s  lo o k  fu r th e r  in to  i t .

1 . T o  a  p r ie s t  w h o  e n te r s  fo r  th e  f i rs t t im e  u p o n  th e  s a c e rd o ta l l i f e  th e  f i r s t d a n g e r  is  th e  lo s s  o f  th e  

s u p p o r ts  o n  w h ic h  h e  h a s  s o  lo n g  b e e n  r e s t in g  in  th e  s e m in a ry . A s  in  th e  la u n c h in g  o f  a  s h ip , w h e n  th e  s ta y s  a re  

k n o c k e d  a w a y  i t  g o e s  d o w n  in to  th e  w a te r , th e n c e fo rw a rd  to  d e p e n d  u p o n  i ts  o w n  s ta b i l ity ;  s o  a  p r ie s t , g o in g  o u t  

f ro m  th e s e m in a ry in to  th e f ie ld  o f h is w o rk , h a s th e n c e fo rw a rd to d e p e n d  u n d e r G o d  u p o n  h is o w n  

s te a d fa s tn e s s o f  w ill . T h e  o rd e r , m e th o d , a n d  d iv is io n  o f  t im e  a n d  o f  w o rk ; th e  s o u n d  o f  th e  b e l l f ro m  e a r ly  

m o rn in g  th ro u g h  th e d a y  t i l l th e la s t to l l a t n ig h t ; th e e x a m p le a n d  m u tu a l in f lu e n c e a n d  f r ie n d s h ip  o f  

c o m p a n io n s  in  th e  s a m e  s a c re d  l i f e ; a n d  s t i l l  m o re , th e  m a tu re  c o u n se l  a n d  w ise  c h a ri ty  o f  s u p e r io r s  —  a l l th e s e  

th in g s  s u s ta in  th e  w a tc h fu ln e s s  a n d  p e r se v e ra n c e  o f  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  s tu d e n ts  u n ti l  th e  d a y  w h e n , in v e s te d  w ith  th e  

p r ie s th o o d , th e y  g o  o u t  f ro m  th e  o ld  f a m il ia r  w a lls  a n d  th e  d o o r  is  c lo s e d  b e h in d  th e m . T h e y  a re  in  th e  w id e  

w o r ld ; s e c u la r  a s  th e  A p o s t le s  w e re  —  th a t is . in  th e  w o r ld , fo r  th e  w o r ld ’s  s a k e , n o t  o f  i t ,  b u t  a t  w a r  w ith  i t ; o f  

a l l m e n  th e  le a s t  s e c u la r , u n le s s  th e y  b e c o m e  w o r ld ly , a n d  th e  s a l t lo s e  i ts  s a v o r . T h e n  th e y  d e s e rv e  th e  t i t le  in  

a l l  i ts  e x te n t , a n d  a re  s e c u la r s  in d e e d .

T h e  f i rs t d a n g e r , th e n , o f  a  p r ie s t s e n t o u t in to  th e  w o r ld  is  th e  lo s s  o f  a l l s u rro u n d in g s  w h ic h , u n ti l  

th e n , g a v e  h im  s u p p o r t. F o r  th e  f i r s t t im e  h e  f e e ls  h is  o w n  w e ig h t p re s s in g  u p o n  h im  a s  a  b u rd e n . H e  h a s  a  

p a in fu l s e n s e  o f  lo n e l in e s s  a n d  o f  u n lim ite d  l ib e r ty . E v e ry th in g  d e p e n d s  u p o n  h is o w n  w ill a n d  c h o ic e . H is  

h o u rs , h is  e m p lo y m e n ts , h is  d u tie s , e v e n  to  th e  h o u rs  o f  h is  M a s s  a n d  to  h is  d a y s  fo r  c o n fe s s io n ; h is  v is i ts , I r is  

f r ie n d s , h is  r e la x a t io n s  —  a l l a re  d e p e n d e n t o n  h is  o w n  w ill . I t is  a  l ib e r ty  w h ic h , g e n e ro u s ly  u s e d , tu rn s  a l l  

th in g s  a n d  e v e ry  d a y  to  g o ld ,  b u t  i f  s q u a n d e re d  a n d  in d u lg e d  m u s t  e n d  in  s p ir i tu a l  p o v e r ty , c o n fu s io n , a n d  p e r i l . 

F o r  a  l i f e  o f  u n lim ite d  l ib e r ty  is  e n c o m p a s se d  w ith  m a n ifo ld  te m p ta t io n s . T h e  v e ry  a tm o sp h e re  is  c h a rg e d  w ith  

d a n g e r . F e w  m in d s  a re  s o  s e lf - s u ff ic in g  th a t th e y  d o  n o t c ra v e  a f te r  h u m a n  v o ic e s  a n d  h u m a n  s y m p a th ie s . A  

p r ie s t  c o m in g  o u t  o f  a  s e m in a ry  n e e d s  f e llo w sh ip ,  a n d  h e  o f te n  s e e k s  i t  in  s o c ie ty . H e  d o e s  n o t  a s  y e t  k n o w  th e  

c h a ra c te r  o f  th o se  a b o u t h im , o r  th e  r e p u ta t io n  o f  th e  h o m e s  to  w h ic h  h e  is  in v i te d . B e fo re  h e  is  a w a re  h e  is  

o f te n  e n ta n g le d  in  r e la t io n s  h e  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  c h o s e n , a n d  in  im  i ta t io n s  w h ic h , i f  h e  h a d  th e  c o u ra g e , h e  w o u ld  

r e fu s e . P e o p le  a re  v e ry  h o s p i ta b le , a n d  p ity  a  p r ie s t ’s  lo n e lin e s s , a n d  l ik e  to  h a v e  h im  a t  th e ir  ta b le s . S o m e tim e s  

th e  b e s t  o f  p e o p le  a re  le a s t  c irc u m s p e c t  a n d  m o s t  k in d ly  im p o r tu n a te  in  th e ir  in v i ta t io n s . H o w  s h a l l a  y o u n g  a n d  

in e x p e r ie n c e d  m in d h o ld o u t a g a in s t th e s e f a c il i t ie s a n d a l lu re m e n ts to r e la x a t io n , u n p u n c tu a l i ty , s e lf 

in d u lg e n c e , a n d  d is s ip a t io n ?  T h e  w h o le  o f  a  p r ie s t’ s  l i f e  m a y  b e  d e te rm in e d  b y  h is  f i r s t  o u ts e t . H e  h a s  b e e n  in  i t  

to o  s h o r t  a  t im e  e i th e r  to  g a in  o r  to  b u y  e x p e rie n c e .

2 .  A n o th e r  d a n g e r  in  a  p r ie s t’ s  l i f e  a r ise s  f ro m  th e  le n g th  o f  t im e  th a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  in  i t . H e  c a m e  in to  i t  

in  a l l  th e  f i rs t  b r ig h tn e s s  o f  th e  c h a ra c te r  im p re s s e d  u p o n  h im  o n  th e  d a y  o f  h is  o rd in a t io n . T h e  e x e rc is e  o f  b is  

p r ie s th o o d ,  i f  f a i th fu l a n d  f e rv e n t , w o u ld  a d d  a  g ro w in g  b r ig h tn e s s  to  h is  s a c e rd o ta l c h a ra c te r  a n d  l i f e . B u t  s o o n  

“ th e  f in e  g o ld  b e c o m e s  d im .”  H e  is  a c c l im a tiz e d  to  h is  s u r ro u n d in g s . I t m a y  b e  h e  is  p la c e d  a m o n g  o ld e r  p r ie s ts  

w h o , th o u g h  g o o d , h a v e  b e c o m e  la x  a n d  e a s y -g o in g . H is  f i r s t c h a ri ty  s u b s id e s , a n d  th e  o ld  m in d  c o m e s  u p  

a g a in . H e  is  th e  s a m e  m a n  a s  h e  w a s  b e fo re ; o r  p e rh a p s  th e  o ld  h a b it o f  m in d  c o m e s  b a c k  w ith  th e  fo rc e  o f  a  

r e a c t io n . H e  b e g a n  b y  r e so lv in g  to  l iv e  u p  to  m a n y  c o u n se ls  o f  a  h ig h e r  s p ir i t , b u t h e  s u b s id e s  to  th e  le v e l o f  

c o m m a n d m e n ts . H is g o o d  r e s o lu t io n s a re n o t r e tra c te d , b u t o f te n  u n fu lf i l le d , a n d  s u rv iv e a s in te n t io n s  o r  

c o n d it io n a l  p ro m is e s  m a d e  b y  h im s e lf  to  h im se lf ,  w ith  a  la rg e  la t itu d e  a n d  a  w id e  c la u se  a s  to  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  

o b s e rv a n c e . H e  d o e s  n o t  lo w e r  h is  a im , o r  h is  s ta n d a rd  b y  a n y  e x p re s s  c h a n g e  o f  th e o ry , b u t h e  m o v e s  a lo n g  a  

lo w e r  le v e l a n d  w ith  le s s  s e lf - r e p ro a c h  a s  t im e  g o e s  o n .

S u c h  a  p r ie s t m a y  s t i ll k e e p  to  th e  le tte r  o f  lu s  ru le  o f  l i f e , a n d  to  th e  t im e s  o f  h is horarium, b u t  th e  

in te r io r  s p ir i t h a s  d e c l in e d . H e  d o e s  f e w e r  th in g s  w ith  a n  a c tu a l in te n tio n , m a n y  w ith  a  v ir tu a l in te n t io n , b u t  

m o s t  w ith  o n ly  a  h a b itu a l in te n t io n . H e  n e v e r  o m its  h is  M a s s , n o r  is  a b s e n t  f ro m  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l ,  n o r  n e g le c ts  a  

s ic k  c a l l ; b u t  th e  s p ir it o r  m in d  in  w h ic h  a l l th e s e  th in g s  a re  d o n e  is  lo w e re d . H e  is  p u n c tu a l a n d  e x a c t f ro m  

c u s to m , a n d  f ro m  a  h a b it w h ic h  g ra d u a l ly  b e c o m e s u n c o n s c io u s . In  s a y in g  th e  D iv in e  O ff ic e m u c h  is s a id  

w ith o u t  In te l le c tu a l a t te n t io n . P s a lm  a f te r  p s a lm  g o e s  b y  w ith o u t a d v e r te n c e , a n d , w h e n  s a id , n o  v e r s e  in  i t is  

r e m e m b e re d . T h e  s a m e  b e fa l ls  th e  m y s te r ie s  o f  th e  R o s a ry ; a n d  e v e n  in  th e  H o ly  M a s s  d is tr a c t io n s s p r in g  o f f  

f ro m  th e  m e m e n to s  o f  th e  l iv in g  a n d  o f  th e  d e p a r te d . T h o u g h ts  ru n  o n  l ik e  a  d o u b le  c o n sc io u s n e s s .  T h e  m a te r ia l  



a c t io n  o f  th e  M a s s  m a y  b e  f a u l t le s s ,  b u t  th e  in tru s iv e  th o u g h ts  o v e rp o w e r  th e  p e rc e p t io n  o f  th e  w o rd s . S o . a g a in ,  

in  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l h e  h e a r s  w ith  a  w a n d e r in g  m in d  a n d  a b s o lv e s  w ith  d is tra c t io n . S ti ll m o re  b y  th e  b e d s id e  o f  

th e s ic k  o r d y in g  h e  is m e c h a n ic a l ly  c o r re c t in  g iv in g  th e  la s t S a c ra m e n ts , b u t w ith o u t a  l iv in g  w o rd  o f  

c o n s o la t io n  o r  s tr e n g th , o r  c o n tr i t io n , o r  c o n f id e n c e . A n d  y e t  s u c h  a  p r ie s t  m a y  b e  g o o d  in  h e a r t , e x e m p la rs in  

l i f e ; b u t h e  is  a s  a  w e ll th a t  is  d ry , o r , a s  S . J u d e  s a y s , nubes sine aqua — a  c lo u d  w ith o u t w a te r . T h e re  is  n o  

r e f r e sh m e n t in  h im  fo r th e  w e a ry  o r fo r th e  th ir s ty , o r fo r th o se  w h o  s e e k  in  h im  th e w a te r s o f  l i f e a n d  

c o n s o la t io n  a n d  f in d  n o n e .

3 .  A n o th e r  d a n g e r  o f  a  p r ie s t  is  th a t  h e  h a s  to o  m u c h  to  d o . L e t  n o  o n e  th in k  th a t  a  b u s y  l i f e  m a y  n o t  b e  

a  h o ly  l i f e . T h e  b u s ie s t  l i f e  m a y  b e  fu l l  o f  p ie ty . H o lin e s s  c o n s is ts  n o t in  d o in g  u n c o m m o n  th in g s ,  b u t in  d o in g  

a l l c o m m o n  t i l in g s  w ith  a n  u n c o m m o n  f e rv o r . N o  l i f e  w a s  e v e r  m o re  fu l l o f  w o rk  a n d  o f  i ts  in te r ru p t io n s  th a n  

th e  l i f e  o f  o u r  L o rd  a n d  H is  A p o s tle s . T h e y  w e re  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  th e  m u lt itu d e , a n d  " th e re  w e re  m a n y  c o m in g  

a n d  g o in g , a n d  th e y  h a d  n o t s o  m u c h  a s  t im e  to  e a t.”  N e v e r th e le s s , a  b u s y  l i f e  n e e d s  a  p u n c tu a l a n d  s u s ta in e d  

h a b it o f  p ra y e r . I t is n e i th e r p ie ty  n o r c h a r i ty fo r a  p r ie s t to s h o r te n  h is p re p a ra t io n  b e fo re  M a s s o r h is  

th a n k s g iv in g  a f te r  i t  b e c a u s e  p e o p le  a re  w a it in g  fo r  h im . H e  m u s t  f i rs t  w a it  u p o n  G o d , a n d  th e n  h e  m a y  s e rv e  h is  

n e ig h b o r . T h e  h o u r  a n d  a  h a lf  o f  a  p r ie s t ’s  M a s s  is  b o th  h is  o w n  a n d  n o t  h is  o w n . I t  is  th e  f i rs t - f ru i ts  o f  h is  d a y .  

T h e y  b e lo n g  to  G o d : h e  h a s  th e  u s u fru c t ,  n o t  th e  dominium, o f  th e m . H e  c a n n o t  a l ie n a te  th e m . I f  a n y  p r ie s t d o  s o  

h e  w ill b e  fo rc e d  to  s a y  a t la s t , Vineam meam non custodivi. T h e  p a lm e r -w o rm  a n d  th e  c a n k e r -w o n n  w ill d o  

th e ir  w o rk  s te a l th i ly ,  b u t  s u re ly .

T h e  h a v in g  to o  m u c h  to  d o  o f te n  le a d s  to  d o in g  n o th in g  w e ll . A ll th in g s  a re  d o n e  in  h a s te  a n d  o n  th e  

s u r fa c e . T h e re  is  n o  t im e  lo s t  w h ic h  is  g iv e n  to  m e n ta l  p ra y e r  a n d  u n io n  w ith  G o d . E v e ry  w o rd  th a t  p ro c e e d s  o u t  

o f  s u c h  a  m in d  d o e s m o re  th a n  a  h u n d re d  w o rd s  u tte re d  f ro m  th e  l ip s  o f  a  m a n  d r ie d  u p  b y  o v e rw o rk . T h e  

c o n s ta n t o v e r ta x  o f  in te l le c tu a l a n d  b o d ily  a c t iv i ty  te n d s  to  fo rm  a  n a tu ra l , e x te rn a l , a n d  u n s p ir i tu a l  c h a ra c te r , f t  

b e tra y s  i ts e lf  in  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l a n d  in  p re a c h in g . H o w  o f te n  w e  h e a r  i t s a id , “ M y  c o n fe s s o r  is  a  h o ly  m a n , b u t  

h e  n e v e r  s p e a k s  a  w o rd  b e y o n d  m y  p e n a n c e  a n d  a b so lu t io n .”  A n d  h o w  s u re ly  w e  k n o w  f ro m  w h a t  a  s u p e r f ic ia l  

s o u rc e  th e  r e a d y  s tre a m  o f  b r ig h t ,  c o ld , in te l le c tu a l  p re a c h in g  f lo w s .

4 .  T h e re  is  y e t  in  a  p r ie s t ’ s  l i f e  a n o th e r  d a n g e r  th e  r e v e r se  o f  th e  la s t ; n a m e ly , th e  h a v in g  to o  l i t t le  to  

d o . I f , a s w e  h a v e  s e e n , th e e x e rc is e o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  a n d  o f  th e  p a s to ra l o f f ic e is o f  i ts e lf a  m e a n s o f  

s a n c t i f ic a t io n , th e n  in  th e  m e a s u re  in  w h ic h  i t is  s u s p e n d e d  o r  u n e x e rc is e d  th e  p r ie s t  m u s t s u f fe r  lo s s . B u t th e  

lo s s  is  n o t o n ly  p r iv a t iv e . N o t to  h a v e  a  s u ff ic ie n t d e m a n d  o n  h is  p o w e rs  to  c a ll th e m  o u t in to  a c tiv i ty  is  th e  

r e a s o n  o f  th e  in e r tn e s s  a n d  in c a p a c ity  o f  m a n y  a  p r ie s t w h o  is  c a p a b le  o f  g re a t e f fo r t a n d  o f  h ig h  a t ta in m e n t .  

T h e re  a re  tw o  th in g s  w h ic h  b r in g  o u t  in to  a c t iv ity  th e  p o w e rs  th a t  l ie  h id  in  m e n . T h e  o n e  is  a  g re a t  fo rc e  o f  w ill  

w h ic h  m a k e s  a  m a n  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  e x te rn a l s t im u lu s . T h e  o th e r  is  th e  ta x  w h ic h  is  la id  u p o n  h im  b y  d u ty  a n d  

r e s p o n s ib i l i ty . F e w  h a v e  s u c h  fo rc e  o f  w ill, a n d  m a n y  h a v e  l i t t le  to  ta x  o r  e l ic i t th e ir  p o w e rs . S o m e tim e s  m e n  

w h o , a s  s tu d e n ts  o r  c le r ic s , p ro m is e d  g re a t  w o rk s  fo r  th e  C h u rc h  h a v e  b e e n  p la c e d  b y  n e c e s s i ty  in  a  s p h e re  s o  

n a r ro w  th a t  th e ir  p o w e rs  h a v e  h a d  l i t t le  to  c a ll th e m  o u t . S u c h  a  s p h e re  w a s  to o  l im ite d  fo r  th e ir  z e a l . B u t in  

s a y in g  th is  w e  m u s t  n o t  fo rg e t th e  w o rd s  o f  S . C h a rle s : th a t  o n e  s o u l  is  d io c e s e  e n o u g h  fo r  a  B is h o p . In  c o u n tin g  

b y  n u m b e r  w e  lo s e  s ig h t  o f  th e  w o r th  o f  e a c h  s in g le  s o u l , a n d  th e  r e w a rd  o f  s a v in g  i f  i t  b e  o n ly  o n e  e te rn a l  s o u l .  

T h is  w o u ld  g iv e  w o rk  e n o u g h  to  a  p r ie s t in  th e  s c a rc e s t f lo c k . B u t  th is  c o n v ic t io n  n e e d s m u c h  r e f le c t io n  a n d  

m u c h  fo rc e  o f  w ill . T h e  e f fe c t o f  in a c t iv ity  o n  m o s t m e n  is r e la x a t io n , a n d  a  lo v e  o f  e a s e . A  s m a ll m is s io n  

b e c o m e s  a  S le e p y  H o llo w , a n d  th e  p r ie s t  to o  o f te n  a  h a rm le s s  lo tu s -e a te r . F ir s t , tu n e  is  w a s te d , a n d  th e n  p o w e rs  

w a s te  th e m s e lv e s ; a s  m u s c le s  n o t  u s e d  g ro w  w e a k , s o  th e  b ra in  a n d  th e  w ill g ro w  in e r t a n d  to rp id . A  v ig o ro u s  

m a n  w ill  m a k e  h is  o w n  w o rk . T u n e  n e v e r  h a n g s  h e a v y  o n  h is  h a n d s . H e  w ill  m a k e  w o rk  w h e n  n o n e  is  m a d e  fo r  

h im . P r ie s ts  w h o  h a v e  o n ly  a  h a n d fu l  o f  s o u ls  m a y  b e c o m e  th e o lo g ia n s  a n d  a u th o rs , a n d  m a y  s e rv e  th e  C h u rc h  

m o re  la s t in g ly  b y  th e ir  w ritin g s  th a n  b y  th e ir  a c t iv i ty . L e is u re  a n d  t r a n q u ill i ty  a re  tw o  n e c e s sa ry ' c o n d it io n s  fo r  

s a c re d  s tu d y . A n d , a s  S . A u g u s t in e  s a id , Quamohrem otium quaerit charitas veritatis: negotium justum suscipit 

necessitas charitatis. Quam sarcinam si nullus imponit, percipiendae atque intuendae vacandum est veritati.

B u t fo r  th is  a re  n e c e s sa ry ' a  lo v e  o f  s tu d y , o r  a  c o n s tr a in in g  c o n s c ie n c e , a n d  a  r e s o lu te  w ill . F o r  th e  

m o s t p a r t g o o d  m e n  s u c c u m b  to  a n y  e a sy  l i f e , w h ic h , b la m e le s s  a s  i t m a y  b e , is  to o  l ik e  to  th e  s e rv a n t w h o  

fo ld e d  h is ta le n t in  th e  n a p k in . W h e n  a  m a n  h a s n e i th e r  w o rk  e n o u g h  n o r  s tu d y  e n o u g h  to  f i l l h is m in d , h e  

s u f fe r s  f ro m  m o n o to n y , a n d  is  r e s t le s s  fo r  c h a n g e . H e  is  w e a ry  o f  v a c a n c y , a n d  c ra v e s  fo r  a n  in te re s t . H e  f in d s  

n o n e  a t h o m e , a n d  h e  s e e k s  i t  a b ro a d . H is  m in d  w a n d e rs  f i rs t , a n d  h e  fo l lo w s  i t . H is  l i f e  b e c o m e s  w a s te d  a n d  

d is s ip a te d  —  th a t is , s c a t te re d  a n d  s q u a n d e re d , fu l l o f  w e a r in e s s  a n d  a  te d io u sn e s s  in  a l l  th in g s , w h ic h  a t la s t  

in v a d e s  e v e n  h is  a c ts  a n d  d u tie s  o f  r e lig io n . A  p r ie s t  m a y  b e  c h a s te  a n d  te m p e ra te  in  a l l th in g s ; b u t  w e a r in e s s  is  

th e  d e s c e n d in g  p a th  w h ic h  le a d s  to  s lo th , a n d  s lo th  is  th e  s e v e n th  o f  th e  s in s  w h ic h  k il l th e  s o u l . T o  h a v e  to o  

m u c h  to  d o  is  fo r  m o s t  m e n  s a fe r  th a n  to  h a v e  to o  l i tt le .

5 .  T h e re  is  s t i l l o n e  m o re  d a n g e r  to  w h ic h  th e  la s t d ire c t ly  le a d s , a n d  th a t is  lu k e w a rm n e s s . I t  w a s  to  a  

B is h o p  o u r  L o rd  s a id : “ T h o u  a r t  n e i th e r  c o ld  n o r  h o t . I  w o u ld  th o u  w e r t  c o ld  o r  h o t; b u t  b e c a u s e  th o u  a r t n e i th e r  

c o ld  n o r  h o t  I  w ill  b e g in  to  v o m it  th e e  o u t  o f  M y  m o u th .”  T h e  r e je c t io n  is  n o t  y e t  c o m p le te , b u t  i t  is  b e g u n ; a n d  

i f  th e  p r ie s t d o e s  n o t  k n o w  h im s e lf  i t  m u s t  c o m e  a t la s t . A  la x  p r ie s t  is  o f  a l l m e n  m o s t  to  b e  p it ie d . W h e n  h is  

p r ie s th o o d  c e a s e s  to  b e  s w e e t  to  h im , i t  b e c o m e s  f i rs t  ta s te le s s , a n d  th e n  b it te r  in  th e  m o n th . T h e  p e rp e tu a l ro u n d  



o f  th e  s a m e a c t io n s a n d  th e  s a m e o b lig a tio n s  b e c o m e s m e c h a n ic a l a n d  a u to m a to n s . Sancta sancte, a s th e  

C o u n c il o f  C a r th a g e  e n jo in s . B u t  w h e n  h o ly  t i l in g s  c e a s e  to  b e  s u s ta in in g  a n d  r e f re s h in g , th e y  a re  a  y o k e  w h ic h  

g a l ls , a n d  a  b u rd e n  w h ic h  o p p re s s e s . S u c h  p r ie s ts  e a s i ly  o m it M a s s , a n d  h a v e  n o  s e n s e  o f  lo s s . S ti ll  th e y  m a y  

p re a c h  h ig h  d o c tr in e s  o f  th e  s p ir i tu a l  l i f e  w ith  a s  m u c h  e lo q u e n c e  a s  e v e r . B u t  th e ir  h e a r t  d o e s  n o t  g o  w ith  th e ir  

w o rd s ; a n d  to  e a r s  th a t  c a n  h e a r  th e re  is  a  h o llo w  r in g  in  a l l  th e y  s a y . S u c h  m e n  w ill  r e a d  th e  l iv e s  o f  th e  S a in ts ,  

a n d  d e s ir e  to  b e  l ik e  th e m . T h e y  t ry  a n d  f a l l s h o r t . T h e y  r e ta in  a n  in te lle c tu a l  p e rc e p t io n  o f  s o m e  h ig h  s ta n d a rd  

w h ic h  is  h a b itu a l ly  in  th e ir  m o u th  t i l l a n  u n c o n s c io u s  in te lle c tu a l s im u la t io n  is  fo rm e d , s o m e tim e s  w ith  s e lf 

d e c e p t io n , w h ic h  is  d a n g e ro u s ; s o m e tim e s  w ith  c o n s c io u s  u n re a l i ty , w h ic h  is  w o rs e . S u c h  m e n  g ro w  in w a rd ly  

h o llo w . T h e re  is  a  d e c a y  a t th e  h e a r t, a n d  a  p re p a ra t io n  fo r  f a ll in g . T h e  w o rd s  o f  I s a ia s a re  f e a rfu l a n d  t ru e :  

" T h e re fo re  s h a l l th is  in iq u i ty  b e  to  y o u  a s  a  b re a c h  th a t f a l le th , a n d  is  fo u n d  w a n tin g  in  a  h ig h  w a ll ; fo r  th e  

d e s tru c t io n  th e re o f  s h a l l c o m e  o n  a  s u d d e n , w h e n  i t  is  n o t  lo o k e d  fo r .”  M a n y  a  t im e  w h e n  a  p r ie s t  h a s  f a l le n  a l l  

m e n  h a v e  w o n d e re d  e x c e p t o n e  o r  tw o , w h o  h a v e  c lo se ly  w a tc h e d  h im , a n d  h is  o w n  c o n s c ie n c e , w h ic h  h a s  

k n o w n  th e  s e c re t o f  h is  f a l l . A n d  w h e n  i t c o m e s , i t is  te r r ib le , a n d  s o m e tim e s  f in a l . T h e  “ h ig h  w a ll”  c o m e s  

ru sh in g  d o w n  in  u tte r  m in ; th e  h ig h e r  th e  m o re  h o p e le s s . A s  th e  p ro p h e t s a y s  a g a in : “ A n d  i t s h a l l b e  b ro k e n  

s m a ll a s  th e  p o tte r ’s  v e s se l is  b ro k e n  a l l  to  p ie c e s  w ith  m ig h ty  b re a k in g ; a n d  th e re  s h a l l n o t  a  s h e rd  b e  fo u n d  o f  

th e  p ie c e s  th e re o f  w h e re in  a  l i t t le  f i r e  m a y  b e  c a r r ie d  f ro m  th e  h e a r th , a n d  a  l i t t le  w a te r  d ra w n  o u t  o f  th e  p it .”  

W h e n  a n g e ls  f e l l  th e y  f e l l  fo r  e v e r ; fo r  th e re  w a s  fo r  th e m  n o  r e d e m p tio n . W h e n  a  p r ie s t f a l ls  h e  m a y  r is e  a g a in ,  

fo r  h is  M a s te r  is  v e ry  p it i fu l . B u t s in c e  S a ta n  f e l l l ik e  l ig h tn in g  f ro m  h e a v e n  th e re  h a s  b e e n  n o  f a l l l ik e  th e  f a l l  

o f  a  p r ie s t .

C H A P T E R  V II I .

T H E  P R IE S T ’ S  H E L P S

S O M E T IM E S  w e  s a y , o r  a t  le a s t  w e  f e e l , “ I f  I  h a d  k n o w n  w h a t  i t  is  to  b e  a  p r ie s t  I  s h o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  v e n tu re d .  

I  h a v e  a l l th e  d a n g e r s  o f  o th e r  m e n , a n d  m a n y  th a t a re  th e  p e r i ls  o n ly  o f  a  p r ie s t . T h e y  a re  s e t u p  o n  h ig h , a n d  

th e y  a re  s e t o v e r  s o u ls  to  g iv e  a c c o u n t . T h e  w o r ld  a n d  S a ta n  h a v e  s p e c ia l e n m ity  a n d  m a lic e  a g a in s t a  p r ie s t . 

W h a t g o o d  d o e s  m y  l i f e  d o  m e ?  I  a m  n o t  b e t te r  th a n  m y  f a th e r s ; a n d  i f  I  f a l l , m y  f a l l w ill  b e  g re a t , a n d  p e rh a p s  

i r re m e d ia b le . Grandis sacerdotis dignitas sed grandis ruina? S u c h  th o u g h ts  o f te n  c o m e  b y  th e  s u g g e s t io n  o f  

th e  te m p te r  a n d  th e  f a u l t o f  o u r  o w n  h e a r ts . B u t, u n le s s  w e  p la y  f a ls e  to  o u rs e lv e s , a  t ru e r  m in d  s o o n  a s s e r ts  

i ts e lf ; a n d  w e s a y , " I h a v e  th e  d a n g e r s o f  o th e r m e n . b u t I h a v e  g ra c e s b e y o n d  th e m  a l l. T h e y  h a v e  th e  

s a c ra m e n ta l g ra c e  o f  s o n s  a n d  o f  s o ld ie r s , b u t  I  h a v e  a ls o  th e  s a c ra m e n ta l g ra c e  o f  a  p r ie s t .”  I f  th e  d a n g e rs  o f  a  

p r ie s t a re  g re a t , h is  s a c ra m e n ta l g ra c e  is  g re a te r  th a n  lu s  d a n g e r s . H e  h a s  h e lp s  b o th  g e n e ra l a n d  s p e c ia l in  th e  

e x e rc is e  o f  h is  p r ie s th o o d ,  w h ic h  a re  m o re  th a n  a d e q u a te  fo r  e v e ry  d u ty , d a n g e r , a n d  te m p ta t io n .

W e  h a v e  a lr e a d y  s p o k e n  o f  th e  g e n e ra l h e lp s  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d , a n d  o f  th e  p a s to ra l c a re : w e  w ill n o w  

c o u n t  u p  th e  s p e c ia l h e lp s  w h ic h  s u r ro u n d  a  p r ie s t  in  a l l  lu s  l i f e .

1 . F ir s t , a n d  a b o v e  a l l, is  h is  d a i ly  M a s s . “ W h e n  th e  m o rn in g  w a s  c o m e , J e s u s  s to o d  o n  th e  s h o re .”  T h e  

d a y  b e g in s  w ith  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  J e s u s ; th e  a l ta r  is  th e  s h o re  o f  th e  E te rn a l W o rld , a n d  J e s u s  c o m e s  a t  o u r  w o rd .  

In  th e  H o ly  M a s s  w e  k n o w  H im , a n d  y e t  o u r  e y e s  a re  h o ld e n . H e  is  in  a n o th e r  fo rm . W e  c a n n o t  s e e  H im ;  b u t  w e  

k n o w  th a t i t  is  th e  L o rd . H e  m a k e s  r e a d y  fo r  u s , a n d  g iv e s  to  u s  th e  B re a d  o f  L ife . I f  w e  w e re  to  s p e n d  a  w h o le  

l i f e  in  p re p a ra t io n ,  o n e  s u c h  d iv in e  c o n ta c t w ith  H is  P re s e n c e  w o u ld  b e  a n  o v e rp a y m e n t  o f  a l l o u r  p ra y e r a n d  

p e n a n c e  a n d  p u r if ic a tio n  o f  h e a r t . B u t  H e  c o m e s  to  u s , n o t  o n c e  in  o u r  l i f e  o n ly ,  b u t  m o rn in g  b y  m o rn in g .  E v e ry  

d a y  b e g in s  w ith  H im . I f  th e  f i r s t  h o u r  o f  e v e ry  d a y  w e re  s p e n t  in  th e  p re s e n c e  —  c e r ta in  th o u g h  u n s e e n  —  o f  

o u r  g u a rd ia n  a n g e l o r  o f  o u r  p a tro n  S a in t, o u r  w h o le  d a y  w o u ld  b e  r e s tr a in e d  a n d  e le v a te d  b y  i t . F a m ilia r i ty  

m ig h t d e a d e n  a t la s t o u r  v iv id  s e n s e  o f  s o  n e a r  a n  a p p ro a c h  o f  th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l w o r ld  a n d  w e  m ig h t c e a s e  to  

r e a l iz e  i t . B u t  th e  H o ly  M a s s  is  m o re  th a n  a l l  th is . I t  is  th e  p e rs o n a l  P re s e n c e  o f  th e  L o rd  o f  a n g e ls  a n d  o f  S a in ts ;  

a n d  y e t . th ro u g h  f a m il ia r i ty  w ith  th e  e x c e e d in g  c o n d e s c e n s io n  o f  H is  g re a t  h u m il i ty , w e  m a y  g ra d u a l ly  lo s e  th e  

v iv id n e s s  o f  o u r  p e rc e p t io n . T h e  C o u n c il o f  T re n t te a c h e s  u s  th a t th e  P re se n c e  o f  J e s u s  is  a b o v e  th e  la w s  a n d  

o rd e r  o f  n a tu re . H e  is  th e re , G o d  a n d  M a n  in  p e r s o n a l r e a l  i ty a n d  s u b s ta n c e ; a n d  w e , w h e n  w e  h o ld  th e  B le s s e d  

S a c ra m e n t in  o u r  h a n d s , a re  in  c o n ta c t w ith  th e  C re a to r , R e d e e m e r, a n d  S a n c t if ie r  o f  th e  w o r ld . T h e  C o u n c il  

s a y s  a g a in  th a t H e  is  p re s e n t , n o t  a s  in  a  p la c e , b u t  a s  H e  is  —  a  s u b s ta n c e . In  th e  d iv in e  o rd e r  th e re  is  n o  t im e ,  

a n d  p la c e  is  n o t . W e  a re  in  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  e te rn a l w o r ld ; a n d  th a t c o n ta c t  is  r e a l a n d  s u b s ta n t ia l a n d  p e r so n a l ,  

b o th  o n  H is  s id e  a n d  o n  o u rs . W e  b e h o ld  H im  f a c e  to  f a c e  b y  th e  v is io n  o f  f a i th . B e y o n d  th is  th e re  is  n o th in g  b u t  

th e  v is io n  o f  th e  b le s s e d . A fte r th e  c o n s e c ra t io n  w e  a re  a lr e a d y  a d m itte d  to  i t u n d e r a  v e i l . Nobis quoque 

peccatoribus, to  u s  s in n e r s  a ls o  is  g ra n te d  in  th e  H o ly  M a s s  a  s h a re  a n d  a  f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  th e  S a in ts  a n d  M a rty r s  

in  th e  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t . F ro m  th e  c o n s e c ra tio n  to  th e  C o m m u n io n  w e  a re  a s  t ru ly  a n d  m o re  c o n s c io u s ly  w ith  H im  

th a n  C le o p h a s  a n d  h is  c o m p a n io n  in  th e  w a y  to  E m m a u s . A n d  th o u g h  o u r  e y e s  a re  h o ld e n  o u r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  is  

n o t . W e  s e e  H im  in  a n o th e r  s h a p e ; b u t  w e  k n o w  H u n  w h ile  w e  s e e  H im . A n d  w e  s p e a k  to  H im  a s  o u r  L o rd , o u r  



M a s te r , o u r  F r ie n d ;  a n d  b y  a n  in w a rd  s p e e c h  H e  a n s w e rs  u s  in  w o rd s  w h ic h  i t  is  n o t  in  m a n  to  u tte r . H is  a b id in g  

is  fo r  a  s h o r t  in te rv a l o f  t im e , b u t  th a t  b r ie f  t im e  e n c lo se s  a n  a b y s s  o f  l ig h t  a n d  p e a c e . W e  s a y  M a s s  m o rn in g  b y  

m o rn in g  a l l o u r  l i f e , b u t w e  n e v e r  r e a c h  th e  e n d  o f  th is  m y s te n ' o f  H is  p e r s o n a l n e a rn e ss . T h e re  is  n o  f ix e d  

h o r iz o n  to  th e  m u lt itu d e  o f  H is  s w e e tn e s s , w h ic h  e x p a n d s  o n  e v e ry s id e  l ik e  th e  i l lim ita b le  s e a . A n d  y e t a l l i ts  

s w e e tn e s s  is  h id  in  th e  B le s s e d  S a c ra m e n t  fo r  th o s e  w h o  s e e k  H im  in  h o ly  f e a r . A n d  b e fo re  H e  d e p a r ts  f ro m  u s  

fo r  a  s e a so n , to  c o m e  a g a in  to -m o rro w , H e  ta k e s  a n d  g iv e s  to  u s  H is  p re c io u s  B o d y  a n d  B lo o d  a s  in  th e  g u e s t-  

c h a m b e r , o n  th a t  la s t n ig h t  o f  f a re w e ll, a n d  a s  a t  E m m a u s ,  w h e n  H e  v a n is h e d  o u t  o f  th e ir  s ig h t . H e  is  g o n e , b u t  

in  a  l i t t le  w h ile  H e  is  to  b e  fo u n d  a g a in  in  th e  m id s t o f  H is  d is c ip le s ; a s  th e  C o u n c il s a y s a g a in  th a t " J e su s ,  

h a v in g  lo v e d  H is  o w n  w  h ile  H e  w a s  in  th e  w o r ld , lo v e d  th e m  to  th e  e n d :”  " th a t  H e  m ig h t  n e v e r  b e  a b s e n t  f ro m  

H is o w n . g a v e  u s . b y  a n  in e x p lic a b le  c o u n s e l o f  H is w is d o m , a  p le d g e  o f  H is lo v e  a b o v e  th e  o rd e r a n d  

c o n d it io n s o f  n a tu re ”  —  th a t is , H is  o w n  p e rp e tu a l  P re se n c e  v e i le d  f ro m  s ig h t . W h e n  th e  A rc h a n g e l R a p h a e l  

d e p a r te d  f ro m  T o b ia s  a n d  h is  s o n  s o  th a t  th e y  c o u ld  s e e  h im  n o  m o re , th e y  la y  " fo r  th re e  h o u rs  p ro s tr a te  o n  th e ir  

f a c e s .”  W h a t  o u g h t  to  b e  o u r  th a n k s g iv in g  a f te r  M a s s?

I f  I  d o  n o t s p e a k  o f  C o m m u n io n  i t  is  b e c a u se  I  n e e d  n o t . E v e ry  p r ie s t  k n o w s  w h a t n o  w o rd s  c o u ld  te l l .  

W e  c a n n o t  m a k e  c o lo r  o r  s w e e tn e s s  v is ib le  o r  s e n s ib le  to  th e  in te l l ig e n c e  a lo n e . S ig h t  a n d  ta s te  o n ly  c a n  k n o w .  

T h e re fo re  th e  H o ly  G h o s t  s a y s , " T a s te  a n d  s e e  th a t th e  L o rd  is  s w e e t .”  W e  m u s t  ta s te  f i r s t a n d  s e e  a f te rw a rd s ;  

b u t  i t  is  b y  a n  in te rn a l s ig h t  w h ic h  n e e d s  n o  l ig h t, a n d  h a s  n o  l im its  o f  s e n s e . In  e v e ry  C o m m u n io n  w e  a re  m a d e  

f le sh  o f  H is  f le sh  a n d  b o n e  o f  H is  b o n e ; a n d  i f  o u r  h e a r ts  a re  p u re  w e  a re  m a d e  a lso  h e a r t  o f  H is  H e a rt , m in d  o f  

H is  m in d ,  w ill  o f  H is  w ill , s p ir i t  o f  H is  s p ir i t . W e  a re  n o t s tra i te n e d  in  H im , b u t  in  o u rs e lv e s . I f  o u r  h e a r ts  w e re  

p re p a re d  a s  th e y  m ig h t  a n d  o u g h t  to  b e  b y  c o n tr i tio n  a n d  p ie ty , th e  s a c ra m e n ta l  g ra c e  o f  e v e n  o n e  C o m m u n io n  

w o u ld  s u f f ic e  to  s a n c t ify  u s  in  b o d y , s o u l , a n d  s p ir i t . T h e  v ir tu e s  w h ic h  g o  o u t  f ro m  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  o u r  L o rd  

in to  o u r  h e a r ts  a re  m e a s u re d  b y  o u r  c a p a c i ty  to  r e c e iv e  th e m ; a n d  th a t c a p a c i ty  is  m e a s u re d  b y  o u r  p re p a ra t io n ,  

b o th  r e m o te  a n d  p ro x im a te : th a t  is , b y  o u r  p re p a ra t io n  b e fo re  w e  g o  to  th e  a l ta r , a n d  b y  o u r  h a b itu a l  u n io n  w ith  

G o d . O u r  L o rd  s a id : " In  th a t d a y  y e  s h a l l k n o w  th a t  I  a m  in  th e  F a th e r , a n d  y e  in  M e , a n d  I  in  y o u .”  " In  th a t  

d a y ,”  th a t is , " w h e n  I  a m  in  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  F a th e r , a n d  th e  H o ly  G h o s t is  c o m e . T h e n  y o u  s h a l l k n o w  th a t  y o u  

a re  b y  s u b s ta n t ia l C o m m u n io n  o f  M y  B o d y  a n d  B lo o d  in  M e , a n d  I  in  y o u .”  T h is  c o n s c io u s n e s s o f  th e  D iv in e  

P re s e n c e  d w e ll in g  w ith in  a n d  e n c o m p a s s in g  u s  w ith o u t  is  a  m u tu a l in d w e ll in g  p ro m is e d  in  th e s e  w o rd s . I t  w a s  

th is  th a t  S . P a u l  m e a n t  w h e n  h e  s a id , " I  l iv e , y e t  n o t  I , b u t  C h r is t  l iv e th  in  m e .”  H e  b e c o m e s  th e  G u id e  o f  a l l  o u r  

l iv in g  p o w e rs . T h e y  a re  e le v a te d  b y  u n io n  w ith  H im . A s  e v e ry  b e a t o f  th e  h e a r t a n d  e v e ry  b re a th  w e  d ra w  is  

p re v e n te d  a n d  s u s ta in e d  b y  H is  c re a t iv e  p o w e r , s o  H e  p re v e n ts  a l l  o u r  th o u g h ts ,  w o rd s , a n d  w o rk s . O u r  f r e e d o m  

a n d  o u r  a g e n c y  a re  m a d e  p e r fe c t  b y  u n io n  w ith  H im . H e  is  th e  p re s id in g  a n d  D iv in e  A g e n t  w h o  h e lp s  u s  in  a l l  

th in g s  to  d o  H is  w ill ,  b u t  d e m a n d s  o f  u s  o u r  w h o le  p e rs o n a l  o b e d ie n c e . W e  l iv e , a n d  a c t , a n d  s p e a k  o f  o u r  o w n  

f r e e d o m ; b u t  o u r  f r e e d o m  is  g u id e d  a n d  g u a rd e d  b y  H is  g ra c e  a n d  p o w e r . H e  l iv e s  in  u s , a n d  w e  l iv e  b y  H im .  

W h a t h e lp  c a n  b e  w a n tin g  to  a  p r ie s t  w h o  lo v e s  h is  d a i ly  M a ss ?  I t c o n ta in s  a l l th in g s  —  Nutrit, praeservat, 

reparat, delectat et auget. H e  is o u r  fo o d , o u r  s h e lte r , o u r  r e f r e s h m e n t , o u r  d e l ig h t , a n d  o u r  e v e r -g ro w in g  

s tre n g th .

2 .  T h e  s e c o n d  h e lp  o f  a  p r ie s t ’ s  l i f e  is  th e  D iv in e  O ffic e . S e v e n  t im e s  a  d a y  th e  a c ts  o f  d iv in e  w o rsh ip  

a s c e n d  f ro m  th e  C h u rc h  th ro u g h o u t  th e  w o r ld  to  th e  th ro n e  o f  G o d . T h e  C h u rc h  in  w a r fa re , in  s u f fe r in g , a n d  in  

h e a v e n , a d o re s  th e  e v e r -b le s se d  T r in i ty  w ith  a n  in c e s sa n t  v o ic e  o f  p ra y e r  a n d  p ra is e . T h e  w h o le  C h u rc h  is  th e  

s a n c tu a ry , a n d  th e  D iv in e  O ff ic e  is  th e  r i tu a l  o f  th e  c h o ir  o n  e a r th  u n it in g  w ith  th e  p ra is e s , th a n k s g iv in g s , a n d  

d o x o lo g ie s  w h ic h  a re  th e  r i tu a l o f  th e  c h o ir  in  h e a v e n . E v e ry  p r ie s t  h a s h is  p la c e  in  th is  c h o ir , a n d  h e  m a k e s  

s e v e n  v is i ts  to  th e  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t  d a y  b y  d a y .

T h e  D iv in e  O ff ic e  is  a  p a r t  o f  th e  d iv in e  t r a d i t io n . I t is  a  p e rp e tu a l  w itn e s s  fo r  G o d  a n d  fo r  th e  f a i th . I t  

h a s  b e e n  w ro u g h t to g e th e r  b y  th e  h a n d s  o f  m e n ; b u t  th o se  m e n  w e re  S a in ts , a n d  th e ir  w o rk  w a s  w ro u g h t  u n d e r  

th e  g u id a n c e  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t . T h e  f r a m in g  o f  th e  R itu a l m a y  h a v e  b e e n  th e  w o rk  o f  h u m a n  h a n d s ; b u t  th e  

m a te r ia ls  o f  w h ic h  i t  is  c o m p o s e d  a re  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  S p ir i t o f  G o d . T h e  P s a lm s  a n d  th e  S c r ip tu re s  o f  in s p ir e d  

m e n  u n d e r  th e  O ld  L a w  a n d  th e  N e w , w ith  th e  w rit in g s  o f  th e  S a in ts , a re  a l l in te rw o v e n  in to  a  w o n d e r fu l  te x tu re  

o f  p ra y e r  a n d  p ra is e , o f  w o rs h ip  a n d  w itn e s s  o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d , a n d  o f  th e  C o m m u n io n  o f  S a in ts . T h e  

p e rp e tu a l r e v o lu tio n  o f  y e a r ly  s o le m n it ie s a n d  f e s t iv a ls  —  w in te r a n d  s p r in g , s u m m e r  a n d  a u tu m n  —  b r in g s  

ro u n d  c o n tin u a l ly  th e  w h o le  r e v e la t io n  o f  f a i th . P ro p h e ts  a n d  A p o s t le s , E v a n g e lis ts  a n d  S a in ts , s p e a k  to  u s  w ith  

v o ic e s  th a t  n e v e r  d ie . T h e  w h o le  h is to ry  o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  is  a lw a y s  r e tu rn in g  u p o n  o u r  s ig h t .

A  d e v o u t s o u l a s k e d  o f  S . P e te r  D a m ia n  " w h y  i t  is  th a t w e  s a y  Dominus vobiscum. a s  i f  m a n y  w e re  

p re s e n t ,  w h e n  in  t ru th  n o n e  a re  th e re , a n d  w e  a re  a l l  a lo n e ? ”  H e  a n s w e re d : " B e c a u s e  w e  a re  n e v e r  a lo n e . W e  a re  

a lw a y s  w o rs h ip p in g  w ith  th e  w h o le  C h u rc h  th ro u g h o u t th e  w o r ld , a n d  w e  p ra y  th a t  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  th e  L o rd  

m a y  b e  w ith  a l l th e  f a i th fu l  u p o n  e a r th .”  W e  s a y  " T h e  L o rd  b e  w ith  y o u ,”  fo r  w e  a re  a d o r in g  G o d  o n  b e h a lf  o f  

th e  w h o le  v is ib le  C h u rc h , a n d  in  f e l lo w sh ip  w ith  th o s e  w h o s e  u n io n  w ith  o u r  L o rd  is  a lr e a d y  m a d e  p e r fe c t . W e  

m a k e  th e s e  s e v e n  v is its  to  th e  w o r ld  o f  l ig h t a n d  w e  r e c i te  th e  H o ly  O ffic e  b e c a u se  th e  C h u rc h  la y s  i t u p o n  u s  

u n d e r  p a in  o f  m o r ta l  s in . W e  a re  b o u n d  to  r e c i te  i t fo r  tw o  r e a so n s : th e  o n e , fo r  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d , th e  o th e r , fo r  

o u r  o w n  s a n c t if ic a tio n . I t is  th e  w is d o m  a n d  lo v e  o f  th e  C h u rc h  fo r  i ts  p r ie s ts  th a t  im p o se  th is  g ra v e  o b lig a t io n . 

T h e  C h u rc h  ta k e s  o u t o f  a  p r ie s t ’ s  d a y  s o  m u c h  o f  h is  t im e  a s h is  o f f ic e  r e q u ire s , a n  h o u r  a n d  a  h a lf  o r tw o  



h o u rs . T h a t  t im e  n o  lo n g e r  b e lo n g s  to  th e  p r ie s t , b u t  to  G o d  a n d  to  th e  C h u rc h . T h e  p r ie s t  c a n n o t  a l ie n a te  i t . fo r  

i t  is  n o t  h is  o w n ;  b u t ,  u n d e r  o b e d ie n c e  a n d  g ra v e  o b lig a t io n ,  h e  is  b o u n d  to  u s e  i t  fo r  h is  o w n  s a n c t i f ic a t io n .  T h e  

f a c e  o f  M o s e s  s h o n e  a f te r  h e  h a d  s p o k e n  w ith  G o d ; a n d  o u r  f a c e s  o u g h t to  s h in e , o r  o u r  h e a r ts  a t le a s t  o u g h t  to  

b u m  a n d  to  s h in e  in w a rd ly  w ith  th e  l ig h t o f  th e  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t. W h e n  w e  s a y  th e  h o u rs , w e  " c o m e  to  M o u n t  

S io n , a n d  to  th e  c i ty  o f  th e  l iv in g  G o d , th e  h e a v e n ly  J e ru s a le m , a n d  to  th e  c o m p a n y  o f  m a n y  th o u s a n d s o f  

a n g e ls , a n d  to  th e  C h u rc h  o f  th e  f i rs t -b o m , w h o  a re  w rit te n  in  th e  h e a v e n s , a n d  to  G o d  th e  J u d g e  o f  a l l, a n d  to  

th e  s p ir i ts o f  th e  ju s t m a d e  p e r fe c t .”  W h a t o u g h t to  b e  th e  h a b itu a l p ie ty , r e c o l le c t io n , h u m il i ty  in  w o rd  a n d  

s p ir it , o f  o n e  w h o , s e v e n  t im e s  a  d a y , is  in  c h o ir  w ith  th e  S a in ts , a n d  b e fo re  th e  f a c e  o f  G o d ?  N e x t  to  th e  H o ly  

M a ss ,  w h a t  g re a te r  h e lp  to  s a c e rd o ta l  p e r fe c t io n  c a n  th e re  b e  th a n  th is ?

3 .  A  th ird  h e lp  o f  th e  p r ie s t is  m e n ta l  p ra y e r . T h e  D iv in e  O ff ic e  is  v o c a l  p ra y e r , b u t  th e  m e re  r e c i ta l o f  

i t f i l ls  th e  m in d  w ith  th e  m a tte r  o f  m e n ta l p ra y e r . A  p r ie s t ’ s l i f e  is th e  vita mixta o f  o u r  L o rd , a n d  fo r o u r  

in s tru c t io n  J e s u s  s p e n t d a y s in  to i l a n d  n ig h ts  i l l p ra y e r . A  p r ie s t ’ s  l i f e  is  b o th  c o n te m p la t iv e  a n d  a c t iv e , a n d  

th e s e  tw o  e le m e n ts  c a n n o t  b e  s e p a ra te d  w ith o u t  lo s s  a n d  d a n g e r . Haec meditare, in his esto, ut profectus tuus 

manifestus sit omnibus. T h e  th in g s  T im o th y  w a s  to  m e d ita te  a n d  to  l iv e  in  w e re  a l l  th e  t ru th s  a n d  p re c e p ts  o f  th e  

f a i th , b u t  m o s t e s p e c ia l ly  “ r e a d in g , e x h o r ta t io n , a n d  d o c tr in e ”  —  th a t is , th e  d e p o s i t o f  th e  r e v e la t io n  in  a l l i ts  

fu l ln e s s  a n d  d e ta i l . In  r e a d in g , o u r  m in d s  te rm in a te  u p o n  a  b o o k ; in  m e d ita t io n , o u r  in te l l ig e n c e  a n d  o u r  h e a r t  

te n n in a te  u p o n  G o d . P ra y e r  is  a  v ita l a c t o f  f a i th  a n d  d e s ir e , to  a t ta in  a  fu l le r  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d  a n d  a  c lo s e r  

u n io n  w ith  H im  in  a f fe c t io n  a n d  in  r e s o lu t io n  —  th a t  is . in  h e a r t a n d  w ill .

T h e  f i r s t  e f fe c t  o f  m e n ta l p ra y e r  is  th e  r e a l iz a t io n  o f  th e  o b je c ts  o f  f a i th  —  th a t  is , o f  th e  w o r ld  u n s e e n  

a s  i f  i t  w e re  v is ib le ,  a n d  o f  th e  fu tu re  a s  i f  i t  w e re  p re s e n t . T o  r e a liz e  is  to  h a v e  a  v iv id  a n d  a b id in g  p e rc e p t io n  o f  

t i l in g s  u n s e e n  a s  i f  th e y  w e re  p a lp a b le , a n d  th in g s  fu tu re  a s  i f  th e y  w e re  a lr e a d y  c o m e . W e  r e a d  o f  M o s e s  th a t  h e  

e n d u re d  th e  w ra th  o f  P h a ra o  a s  s e e in g  H im  th a t  w a s  in v is ib le . A ll  th e  te r ro r  o f  th e  e a r th ly  k in g  w a s  lo s t  in  th e  

s e n s e  o f  th e  D iv in e  P re se n c e  b e h in d  th e  th ro n e  w h ic h  o v e rp o w e re d  a l l h u m a n  m a je s ty . S . P a u l s a y s  w e  w a lk  b y  

f a i th , n o t  b y  s ig h t ; b u t  th e  o b je c ts  o f  f a i th  a re  e te rn a l , th e  o b je c ts  o f  s ig h t a re  p a s s in g  a w a y . T h e  in v is ib le  w o r ld  

is  th e  s u b s ta n c e , th e  v is ib le  w o r ld  b u t th e  s h a d o w . T o  m in d s  th a t a re  n o t s u p e rn a tu ra l th is  w o r ld , lo u d  a n d  

g la r in g , is  p a lp a b le , a n d  th e re fo re  th o u g h t  to  b e  r e a l. T h e  u n s e e n  is  im p a lp a b le , a n d  th o u g h  n o t  to  b e  d e n ie d , y e t  

u p o n  s u c h  m in d s  i t  h a s  n o  a c t io n  o r  c o n s tra in in g  p o w e r . T h e  g re a t  m u lt itu d e  o f  m e n  l iv e  a l l d a y  lo n g  a s  i f  th e re  

w e re  n o  u n s e e n  w o r ld  a n d  n o  w o r ld  to  c o m e . T h e y  d o  n o t  m e d ita te . T h e y  s a y  p ra y e r s , b u t  th e ir  p ra y e r s  a re  n o t  

m e n ta l. T h e  m in d  d o e s  n o t  r e a l iz e  o r  a s p ir e  o r  s ta y  i ts e lf  u p o n  G o d , u p o n  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  e v e r -b le s s e d  T r in ity ,  

u p o n  th e  b e a u ty  o f  th e  s a c re d  M a n h o o d , u p o n  th e  b lis s  o f  th e  M o th e r  o f  G o d , u p o n  th e  r e s t  a n d  jo y  o f  th e  S a in ts , 

u p o n  th e  f e llo w sh ip  w e  h a v e  w ith  th e m  n o w , u p o n  th e  s h a re  w h ic h  is  p ro m is e d  to  u s  in  th e ir  r e s t a n d  jo y  

h e re a f te r , u p o n  th e  p re se n c e  o f  J e s u s  w ith  u s  a lw a y s , a n d  th e  in d w e ll in g  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t in  e v e ry  p u re  a n d  

h u m b le  s o u l , a b o v e  a l l in  th e  s o u l o f  a  p u re  a n d  h u m b le  p r ie s t , o f  a  f a i th fu l a n d  f e rv e n t  p a s to r . I f  w e  r e a l iz e  

th e s e  th in g s  a s  th e  m e rc h a n t r e a l iz e s  th e  m a rk e t-p la c e  a n d  h is  b a le s o f  m e rc h a n d ise , o r  th e  m o n e y - le n d e r h is  

s e c u r i t ie s  a n d  h is  c o in s  o f  g o ld , th e n  w e  s h a ll  l iv e  in  th is  w o r ld ,  b u t  n o t  o f  i t , a s  th o se  w h o  h a v e  r is e n  w ith  C h r is t  

a n d  a re  a lr e a d y  “ b le s s e d  w ith  H im  in  h e a v e n ly  p la c e s .”  T h is  r e a liz a t io n  o f  u n s e e n  a n d  h e a v e n ly  th in g s  is  b e t te r  

th a n  a l l e x te rn a l m le s  to  g u a rd  a n d  s tre n g th e n  a  p r ie s t . I t  is  a n  in te rn a l l ig h t  a n d  s tre n g th ,  w h ic h  h e  c a rr ie s  w ith  

h im  a t  a l l r im e s  a n d  in  e v e ry  p la c e , s u s ta in in g  th e  s a c ra m e n ta l  g ra c e  o f  h is  p r ie s th o o d : a n d  th is  is  a  d iv in e  a n d  

u n fa il in g  h e lp  in  e v e ry  p e r i l o r  n e e d .

4 .  A n o th e r  p o te n t h e lp  in  a  p r ie s t ’s  l i f e  is  p re a c h in g  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  to  o th e r s . S . P a u l s a id : “ G o d  s e n t  

m e  o u t  n o t  to  b a p tiz e , b u t  to  p re a c h  th e  G o s p e l .”  T h e  C o u n c il  o f  T re n t  s a y s  th a t  p re a c h in g  is  th e  c h ie f  o f f ic e  o f  

B ish o p s ;”  a n d  i f  i t  b e  th e  c h ie f  w o rk  o f  th e  B is h o p ,  h o w  m u c h  m o re  o f  th e  p r ie s t. I f  I s a ia s  w a s  a f ra id  to  s p e a k  in  

th e  n a m e  o f  G o d  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  “ a  m a n  o f  u n c le a n  l ip s ,”  w h a t s h a l l w e  ju d g e  o f  th e  s a n c t i ty  a n d  d ig n i ty  o f  th e  

p re a c h e r?  I f  a  p ro p h e t c o u ld  h a rd ly  d a re  to  p re a c h  in  G o d ’s  n a m e , w h e re  s h a l l th e  p u lp i t o ra to r s  a p p e a r?  T h a t  

w h ic h  w a s  o rd a in e d  fo r  th e ir  h e lp  b e c o m e s  u n to  th e m  th e  o c c a s io n  o f  f a l lin g . T o  b e  c h o s e n  o u t  a n d  to  b e  s e n t  b y  

G o d  to  s p e a k  to  m e n  in  H is  n a m e , to  c o m e  a s  a  m e s se n g e r  a latere Jesu to  p re a c h  p e n a n c e  a n d  th e  r e m is s io n  o f  

s in s , to  s h o w  th e  w a y  o f  s a n c ti ty  a n d  o f  p e r fe c t io n  in  H is  n a m e , in  H is  w o rd s , a n d  b y  H is  a u th o r i ty  —  w h o  

w o u ld  d a re  th e s e  th in g s  i f  n e c e s s i ty  w e re  n o t la id  u p o n  h im ?  T o  s p e a k  in  G o d ’s  n a m e  c o ld ly , c a re le s s ly , a n d  

w ith o u t d u e  k n o w le d g e , w ith o u t e x a c t p re p a ra t io n , w h a t r a sh n e s s , w h a t p e r i l . T o  p re a c h  o s te n ta t io u s ly , w ith  

s e lf -m a n ife s ta t io n , v a n ity , a n d  u n re a l ity  —  h o w  p ro v o k in g  to  o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r , h o w  s c a n d a lo u s  to  s o u ls . T h e  

s im p le , th e  h u m b le , a n d  th e  f a i th fu l in s t in c t iv e ly  d e te c t th e  p re a c h e r w h o  p re a c h e s  h im s e lf ; e v e n  m e n  o f  th e  

w o r ld , a c c u s to m e d  to  th e  b r ie f  a n d  p e re m p to ry  la n g u a g e  o f  e a rn e s t l i f e , a t o n c e  f in d  o u t th e  u n re a l a n d  th e  

p ro fe s s io n a l . T h e y  w ill  l is te n  to  a n  h o n e s t p re a c h e r , th o u g h  h e  b e  m d e  a n d  ro u g h . T h e  f e w e r  o f  h is  o w n  w o rd s  

a n d  th e  m o re  o f  G o d ’ s  w o rd s  th e  s u re r  h e  is  to  c o m m a n d  th e  h e a r in g  a n d  th e  r e s p e c t o f  m e n . T h e y  f e e l  th a t h e  

h a s  a  r ig h t  to  s p e a k , a n d  th a t  h e  is  s p e a k in g  in  th e  n a m e  a n d  in  th e  w o rd s  o f  h is  M a s te r . T h e y  f e e l  to o  th a t  h e  h a s  

fo rg o t te n  h im s e lf , a n d  is  th in k in g  o n ly  o f  th e  m e s s a g e  f ro m  G o d , a n d  o f  th e  s o u ls  b e fo re  h im . H e  is  te a c h in g  

th e m  w h a t G o d  h a s  f i rs t  ta u g h t  h im . H e  h a s  p ra y e d  fo r  i t , a n d  p o n d e re d  o n  i t ; th e  t ru th  h a s  g o n e  d o w n  th ro u g h  

h is  in te l le c t a n d  h is  c o n s c ie n c e  in to  h is  o w n  h e a r t , a n d  o u t  o f  th e  fu l ln e s s  o f  i t  h e  s p e a k s . T h e  W ise  M a n  s a y s ,  

“ T h e  m o u th  o f  th e  w is e  is  in  h is  h e a r t ;  b u t  th e  h e a r t o f  th e  fo o l  is  in  h is  m o u th :”  a n d  a  v e ry  s h a l lo w  h e a r t  i t  is . I f  

fo r  “ e v e ry  id le  w o rd  th a t m e n  s h a l l s p e a k  th e y  s h a l l g iv e  a c c o u n t in  th e  d a y  o f  ju d g m e n t ,”  w h a t s h a l l b e  th e  



a c c o u n t  o f  th e  w o rd s  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  s p o k e n  in  lo n g  y e a r s  a n d  in  a  lo n g  l i f e , a s  i f  in  G o d ’ s  n a m e ?  I f  th e  w o rd s  o f  

G o d  b y  th e  p ro p h e t o u g h t  to  b e  t ru e  o f  u s  a s  o f  h im s e lf , “ I s  n o t m y  w o rd  f i re , a n d  a s  th e  h a m m e r  th a t  b re a k e th  

th e  ro c k s  in  p ie c e s? ”  w h a t s h a l l  b e  ju d g e d  o f  o u r  c o ld , l ig h t , in te rm in a b le  f lo w  o f  w o rd s  w ith  f e w  th o u g h ts  a n d  

e m p ty  rh e to r ic ; id le  b e c a u se  in e f f ic a c io u s , a n d  in e f f ic a c io u s  b e c a u s e  o u r  o w n ?  W h o s e  h e a r t h a v e  w e  s e t  o n  f i re ?  

w h a t h a rd  h e a r t  h a v e  w e  b ro k e n ?  A n d  i f  n o t , is  i t  n o t  b e c a u se  w e  h a v e  n o t  f i r s t  le a rn e d  o f  G o d  w h a t  w e  te a c h  to  

o th e r s ?  I f  w e  s o u g h t  i t  o f  H im  H e  w o u ld  g iv e  u s  a  m o u th  a n d  w is d o m  w h ic h  e v e n  o u r  a d v e r s a r ie s  w o u ld  n o t  b e  

a b le  to  r e s is t  o r  to  g a in s a y . T h e  b e s t  m e d ita t io n  b e fo re  p re a c h in g  is  p ra y e r . W e  m u s t , in d e e d , m e d ita te  w h a t  w e  

p re a c h , a n d  m a k e  m e d ita t io n s  in  o u r  s e rm o n s , b u t  n o t s e rm o n s  in  o u r  m e d ita t io n s ; fo r  o u r  m e d ita t io n s  a re  fo r  

o u r  o w n  s a n c t i f ic a t io n , a n d  w e  c a n n o t  m o re  s u re ly  r e a c h  th e  h e a r ts  o f  o th e r  m e n  th a n  b y  te a c h in g  w h a t  h a s  f i r s t  

b e e n  r e a liz e d  in  o u r  o w n . F o r  th is  r e a s o n  th e  w o rk  o f  p re a c h in g  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  k e e p s  u s  a lw a y s  a s  le a rn e r s  a t  

th e  f e e t o f  o u r  D iv in e  M a ste r . A n d  in  s p e a k in g  H is  t ru th  i t r e a c ts  w ith  a  p o w e rfu l e f fe c t u p o n  o u rs e lv e s . I t  

d e e p e n s i ts  o u tl in e s  o n  o u r  o w n  in te l le c t , c o n s c ie n c e , a n d  h e a r t . I t p o w e r fu l ly  s u s ta in s  o u r  w ill; i t  r e p le n is h e s  

o u r m in d , k e e p in g a l iv e in  o u r m e m o ry  th e m e d ita t io n s o f  lo n g  y e a r s th a t a re p a s t w ith  c o n tin u a l f r e s h  

a c c e s s io n s o f l ig h t. A n d  i t b r in g s d o w n  a  s p e c ia l b le s s in g  in to  th e h e a r t o f th e p re a c h e r . Qui inebriat 

inebriabitur et ipse. H e  th a t a b u n d a n tly  r e f re s h e s  th e  s o u ls  o f  m e n  w ith  th e  w a te r  o f  l i f e  s h a l l b e  a b u n d a n tly  

r e f r e s h e d  h im s e lf . H e  th a t w a te re th  s h a l l b e  w a te re d  h im s e lf  in  th e  v e ry  t im e  a n d  a c t o f  s p e a k in g  fo r  G o d . A  

h u m b le  p r ie s t  p re a c h in g  a s  h e  p ra y s  is  u n ite d  w ith  th e  fo u n ta in  o f  th e  w a te r  o f  l i fe ; h e  h a s  h is  l ip s  to  th e  s p r in g :  

a n d  h e  w ill  o f te n  w o n d e r  a t  th e  th o u g h ts  w h ic h  h e  n e v e r  th o u g h t ,  a n d  a t  th e  w o rd s  w h ic h  w e re  p u t  in  h is  m o u th .  

I t  is  th e  p ro m is e . " H e  s h a l l r e c e iv e  o f  M in e  a n d  s h o w  i t  u n to  y o u .”  Ille plus dicit qui plus facit — th e  f e w  w o rd s  

o f  a  h o ly  p r ie s t d o  m o re  th a n  th e  m a n y  v o ic e s  o f  h u m a n  e lo q u e n c e .

P re a c h in g , th e n , is  a  c o n s ta n t a n d  s u p e rn a tu ra l  h e lp  to  s a c e rd o ta l  a n d  p a s to ra l  p e r fe c t io n .

5 .  O n e  m o re , a n d  th e  la s t , w e  m a y  e n u m e ra te  is  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l . S . G re g o ry  th e  G re a t  s a y s  th a t  p r ie s ts  

a re  l ik e  th e  la y e r o f  b ra s s in  th e  e n tra n c e  o f  th e  T e m p le , in  w h ic h  th e  p e o p le  to o k  th e  w a te r  o f  p u r if ic a tio n  

b e fo re  th e y  e n te re d . T h e y  r e c e iv e  th e  s in s  o f  a l l  th e  p e o p le ,  b u t  a re  k e p t  a lw a y s  p u re  th e m s e lv e s .  J e s u s  s tre tc h e d  

o u t  H is  h a n d  a n d  to u c h e d  th e  le p e r , s a y in g , “ B e  th o u  c le a n .”  T h e  p r ie s t  to u c h e s  th e  s in n e r  a n d  is  k e p t  p u re . B u t 

h e  n e e d s  to  w a tc h  a n d  p ra y , ne lepra possit transire in medicum.

W e  s tu d y  m o ra l  th e o lo g y  in  b o o k s ,  b u t  th e re  is  n o  b o o k  s o  fu l l  o f  te a c h in g  a s  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l. T h e  f i r s t  

t im e  a  p r ie s t  s i ts  in  th e  t r ib u n a l o f  P e n a n c e  c a n  h a rd ly  b e  fo rg o t te n . O n  e i th e r  s id e  c o m e  a l te rn a te  v o ic e s , a s  i t  

w e re  f ro m  h e a v e n  a n d  f ro m  h e l l . F ir s t c o m e s  th e  c o n fe s s io n  o f  a  s in n e r  b la c k  a s  n ig h t ; n e x t  th e  c o n fe s s io n  o f  a  

c h i ld  in  b a p tis m a l in n o c e n c e ; a f te r  th a t a  p e n ite n t t ru ly  c o n tr i te , fo l lo w e d  b y  a  s o u l ig n o ra n t o f  i ts e lf  a n d  o f  i ts  

s in fu l ln e s s ; th e n  c o m e  th e  p o o r , s im p le  a n d  s in g le  o f  h e a r t ; a f te r  th e m  w o r ld l in g s , in tr ig u e r s , a n d  e v id e n t  b a r s .  

A ll th e  t r e a tis e s  o f  th e  S a h n a n tic e n s e s  c a n n o t  te a c h  a  p r ie s t  w h a t h is  c o n fe s s io n a l is  a lw a y s  te a c h in g . I f  h e  h a s  

th e  h u m il i ty  to  le a rn , i t  w ill  te a c h  h im  f iv e  g re a t  t ru th s :

F ir s t , s e lf -k n o w le d g e ,  b y  b r in g in g  th in g s  to  h is  o w n  r e m e m b ra n c e , a n d  b y  s h o w in g  h im  h is  o w n  f a c e  in  

a  g la s s  b y  th e  l iv e s  o f  s in n e r s .

S e c o n d ly , c o n tr i t io n ,  in  th e  s o r ro w  o f  p e n ite n ts  w h o  w ill n o t  b e  c o n s o le d .

T h ird ly , d e l ic a c y  o f  c o n s c ie n c e , in  th e  in n o c e n t  w h o s e  e y e  b e in g  s in g le , a n d  th e ir  w h o le  b o d y  fu l l o f  

l ig h t , a c c u s e  th e m s e lv e s  o f  o m is s io n s  a n d  d e v ia t io n s  f ro m  th e  w ill o f  G o d , w h ic h  w e , p e rh a p s , d a i ly  c o m m it  

w ith o u t  d is c e rn m e n t .

F o u r th ly ,  a s p ir a t io n , b y  th e  f e rv e n t , w h o s e  o n e  d e s ir e  a n d  e f fo r t , in  th e  m id s t  o f  b u rd e n e d  a n d  r e s t le s s  

h o m e s ,  is  to  r is e  h ig h e r  a n d  h ig h e r  in  u n io n  w ith  G o d .

F if th ly , s e lf - a c c u s a t io n  a t o u r  o w n  u n p ro f i ta b le n e s s , f ro m  th e  g e n e ro s i ty  a n d  f id e l ity  o f  th o s e  w h o  a re  

h in d e re d  o n  e v e iy  s id e , a n d  y e t . in  h u m il i ty , s e lf -d e n ia l, c h a r ity , a n d  u n io n  w ith  G o d , s u rp a s s  u s . w h o  h a v e  

e v e ry  g if t  o f  t im e  a n d  g ra c e  n e e d e d  fo r  p e r fe c t io n .

B u t i f  w e  w o u ld  le a rn  th e s e  th in g s , w e  m u s t t r e a t th e  S a c ra m e n t o f  P e n a n c e  a s  w e  w o u ld  t r e a t th e  

S a c ra m e n t o f  B a p tis m , r e a l iz in g  i ts  d iv in e  c h a ra c te r  a n d  p o w e r . T h e  f i rs t  p a r t  o f  l i is  d u ty  th a t a  lu k e w a rm  p r ie s t  

f o r s a k e s  is  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l . S o m e tim e s  h e  r e s e n ts  th e  r e b u k e s  w h ic h  p e n ite n ts  u n c o n s c io u s ly  g iv e . S o m e tim e s  

h e  is  w e a ry  o f  s i t tin g  lo n g  h o u rs ,  a n d  b e a r in g  w ith  th e  ru d e  a n d  th e  r e p u ls iv e . S o m e tim e s  h e  h e a r s  a n d  a b s o lv e s  

w ith o u t  a  w o rd  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  n o th in g  to  s a y , p a r t ly  f ro m  a  w a n t  o f  in te r io r  p ie ty , a n d  p a r t ly  f ro m  n o t  a t te n d in g  

to  th e  c o n fe s s io n  i ts e lf .

I f , h o w e v e r , a  p r ie s t r ig h t ly  fu lf i ls  h is  o f f ic e  a s  f a th e r ,  ju d g e , a n d  p h y s ic ia n ,  i t  b e c o m e s  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  

d ire c t a n d  p o w e r fu l  h e lp s  to  l i is  o w n  s a n c t if ic a tio n .

W h a t, th e n , c a n  b e  w a n tin g  to  s u s ta in  th e  p r ie s t  in  th e  p e r fe c t io n  w ith  w h ic h  h e  w a s  in v e s te d  w h e n  h e  

c a m e  fo r  o rd in a t io n ?  T h e se  f iv e  g re a t  s a c e rd o ta l g ra c e s , th e  h o ly  M a ss ,  th e  D iv in e  O ffic e , th e  p ra c t ic e  o f  m e n ta l  

p ra y e r  —  th a t  is , a  l i f e  o f  c o n te m p la t io n  —  th e  p re a c h in g  o f  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d , th e  a b s o lu t io n  o f  s in n e rs , a n d  th e  

g u id a n c e  o f  s o u ls  in  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l , a l l r e a c t d ire c t ly , p o w e r fu l ly , a n d  p ro fu s e ly  u p o n  th e  l i f e  a n d  m in d  o f  th e  

p r ie s t . H e  c a n  n e v e r  p le a d  fo r  a n y  f a u l t o f  c o m m is s io n  o r  o f  o m is s io n ,  o r  fo r  y ie ld in g  in  a n y  te m p ta t io n , o r  fo r  

f a i lu re  in  a n y  d u ty , th a t  h e  h a d  n o t  th e  k n o w le d g e  o r  th e  p o w e r  to  a c t  u p  to  h is  p r ie s th o o d . S u c h  a  p le a  w o u ld  b e  

a n  a c c u s a tio n  a g a in s t o u r  D iv in e  L o rd  fo r  c o m m a n d in g  im p o ss ib i l i tie s ,  o r  e x a c t in g  a  h a rd  s e rv ic e  l ik e  a n  a u s te re  

m a n , w ith o u t  p ro v id in g  a d e q u a te  a n d  a b u n d a n t h e lp s . I t is a  te m p ta t io n , a n d  a  v e ry  c o m m o n  f a u l t , to  th ro w  



b la m e  u p o n  o u r  s ta te  a n d  c irc u m s ta n c e s , a n d  to  im a g in e  th a t  w e  s h o u ld  d o  b e t te r  in  s o m e  o th e r  s ta te  o r  w a y . I f  

w e  f a i l u n d e r  a  fu l l a n d  f a ir  t r ia l  w ith  a l l  h e lp s  a ro u n d  u s , w e  s h o u ld  f a i l a n y w h e re  a n d  in  a n y  c o n d it io n  a n d  in  

a n y  s u r ro u n d in g s . I f  a  p r ie s t ’ s  d a n g e r s  a re  g re a t , a  p r ie s t ’s  h e lp s  a re  g re a te r .

C H A P T E R  IX ,

T H E  P A S T O R A L  O F F IC E  A  S O U R C E  O F  C O N F ID E N C E

B E Y O N D  a l l d o u b t , th e  p r ie s t ’s  h e lp s  a re  g re a te r  th a n  th e  p r ie s t ’ s  d a n g e r s . B u t  f e a r  a n d  a n x ie ty  c a n  f e e l : th e y  

d o  n o t  r e a s o n . T h e  fo re s ig h t  o f  y e a r s  o f  r e sp o n s ib i l i ty , th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  o u r  o w n  w e a k n e ss , th e  s u b t le ty  a n d  

s tr e n g th  o f  s in , th e  th o u g h t  o f  o u r  d e a th -b e d  —  a l l  th e s e  w e ig h  h e a v ily  a t  t im e s  u p o n  u s . T h e  d a i ly  s ig h t o f  s in ;  

th e  w re c k  o f  m a n y  c lo s e  a ro u n d  u s , w h o  b e g a n  w e ll a n d  p e r s e v e re d  lo n g ; th e  f a l l o f  p r ie s ts  w h o  w e re  o u r  

f e l lo w -s tu d e n ts  a n d  f e l lo w -w o rk e r s , o r  n e a r  f r ie n d s ; th e  m e m o ry  h o w  o f te n  w e  w e re  n e a r  to  th e  p re c ip ic e , a n d  

o u r  o w n  f e e t h a d  w e ll-n ig h  s l ip p e d  —  th e s e  th in g s  k e e p  a l iv e  a  s e n s e  o f  f e a r  in  a  p r ie s t ’s  m in d , a n d  th a t  f e a r  is  

f ro m  th e  H o ly  G h o s t . Confige carnes meas timore tuo o u g h t  to  b e  o u r  d a i ly  p ra y e r . W e  h a v e  a lr e a d y  s e e n  m a n y  

m o tiv e s  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  W e  w ill  d w e ll  o n  o n e  m o re  a n d  th a t  is  th e  p a s to ra l  o f f ic e  i ts e lf .

S . P e te r  th re e  t im e s  d e n ie d  h is  M a s te r ; th re e  t im e s  J e s u s  a s k e d  h im  w h e th e r  h e  lo v e d  H im ; a n d  th re e  

t im e s  H e  g a v e  to  P e te r  th e  p a s to ra l c a re  o f  H is  f lo c k . T h is  c h a rg e , th e re fo re , w a s  a  s ig n  o f  fo rg iv e n e s s , a  p ro o f  

o f  lo v e , a  p le d g e  o f  s a lv a t io n . T h is  p le d g e  w a s  n o t e x c lu s iv e ly  g iv e n  to  P e te r . I t c o m e s  th ro u g h  P e te r  to  u s  a l l . 

T h e  p a s to ra l c a re  w h ic h  w e  r e c e iv e  th ro u g h  h im  is  to  u s  a ls o  a  te s t  o f  o u r  lo v e , a  p ro o f  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  J e s u s , a n d  

a  p le d g e  o f  o u r  s a lv a t io n .

1 . F o r  f i r s t , to  b e  a  p r ie s t , a s w e  h a v e  s e e n , is th e  h ig h e s t p re d e s t in a t io n . T h e  p r ie s t is c a l le d  a n d  

o rd a in e d  fo r  th e  g re a te s t  g lo ry  o f  G o d . H e  is  th e  f i r s t - f ru i ts  o f  th e  f i r s t  - f ru i ts  o f  th e  n e w  c re a t io n . H e  is  c a lle d  to  

th e  n e a re s t a p p ro a c h  to  o u r  D iv in e  R e d e e m e r , a n d  to  b e  a  f e l lo w -w o rk e r  w ith  H im  in  g a th e r in g  o u t th e  e le c t  

f ro m  th is  e v i l w o r ld . In  h im  a re  s u m m e d  u p  a l l th e  to k e n s  o f  a c c e p ta n c e  th a t G o d  e v e r  g a v e  to  m a n . P e te r o f  

B lo is  s a y s .  “ A  p r ie s t  h a s  th e  p r im a c y  o f  A b e l, th e  p a tr ia rc h a te  o f  A b ra h a m , th e  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  N o e , th e  o rd e r  o f  

M e lc h ise d e c h , th e  d ig n i ty  o f  A a ro n , th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  M o s e s , th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  S a m u e l , th e  p o w e r  o f  P e te r , th e  

u n c t io n  o f  C h r is t .”  T h e se  a re  a l l s o  m a n y  s e a ls  h a n g in g  to  th e  w rit  o f  H is  p ro m is e  to  s a v e  u s . T h e y  a re  n o t  m e re  

t i t le s  b u t r e a l it ie s . T h e  G o o d  S h e p h e rd  s a id  o f  H is  d is c ip le s , “ M y  s h e e p  h e a r  M y  v o ic e ; a n d  I  k n o w  th e m , a n d  

th e y  fo l lo w  M e . A n d  I g iv e  th e m  l i f e  e v e r la s t in g ; a n d  th e y  s h a l l n o t p e r ish  fo r  e v e r , a n d  n o  m a n  s h a l l p lu c k  

th e m  o u t  o f  M y  h a n d . T h a t  w h ic h  M y  F a th e r  h a th  g iv e n  M e  is  g re a te r  th a n  a l l, a n d  n o  m a n  c a n  s n a tc h  th e m  o u t  

o f  th e  h a n d  o f  M y  F a th e r .”  I f  w e  f a l l  w illfu l ly  o u t  o f  th a t  d iv in e  h a n d  w e  d e s tro y  o u rs e lv e s .  N o  p o w e r  c a n  p lu c k  

u s  o u t  o f  i t  a g a in s t  o u r  w ill , s o  lo n g  a s  o u r  w ill a n d  G o d ’ s  w ill a re  o n e . " I f  G o d  h a d  a  m in d  to  k il l  u s , H e  w o u ld  

n o t h a v e  r e c e iv e d  a  h o lo c a u s t  a n d  l ib a t io n s  a t o u r  h a n d s , n e i th e r  w o u ld  H e  h a v e  s h o w n  u s  a l l th e se  th in g s , n o r  

h a v e  to ld  u s  th e  th in g s  th a t a re  to  c o m e .”  E v e ry  to k e n  o f  a c c e p ta n c e  in  o u r  w o rk , e v e ry  l ig h t a n d  g ra c e , o u r  

p e r s e v e ra n c e  y e a r  a f te r  y e a r , d a y  a f te r  d a y , a re  p le d g e s  o f  o u r  s a lv a t io n . “ I  w ill n o t n o w  c a ll  y o u  s e rv a n ts , fo r  

th e  s e rv a n t k n o w e th  n o t  w h a t  h is  lo rd  d o th . B u t I  h a v e  c a lle d  y o u  f r ie n d s , b e c a u se  a l l  t i l in g s  w h a ts o e v e r  I  h a v e  

le a rn e d  o f  th e  F a th e r  I h a v e  m a d e  k n o w n  to  y o u . Y o u  h a v e  n o t c h o s e n  M e , b u t I h a v e  c h o s e n  y o u . th a t y o u  

s h o u ld  g o  a n d  s h o u ld  b r in g  fo r th  f ru i t .”  T o  h a v e  b e e n  c h o s e n  b y  H im  o u t  o f  a l l th e  w o r ld  is  b y  i ts e lf  a  r e v e la t io n  

o f  H is  p u rp o s e  to  s a v e  u s . T o  c a l l u s  o u t  o f  H is  s e rv a n ts  to  b e  H is  f r ie n d s : to  a d m it  u s  to  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  H is  

w o rk  a n d  w ill : to  m a k e  k n o w n  a ls o  to  u s  th e  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  o f  th e  F a th e r : to  h a v e  c h o s e n  u s  w h e n  w e  th o u g h t  

n o t o f  H im , to  h a v e  m a d e  u s  c a p a b le  o f  s e rv in g  H im  —  e a c h  a n d  a l l  th e s e  s ig n s  o f  g ra c e  p le d g e  to  u s  th a t H is  

w ill  is  s te a d fa s t  to  s a v e  u s  i f  w e  d o  n o t  b e tra y  o u rs e lv e s .

2 .  A n d  n e x t, to  b e  a  p a s to r  is  to  p o s s e s s  th e  m o s t  a b u n d a n t  s o u rc e  o f  g ra c e . W e  h a v e  a lr e a d y  s e e n  th e  

u n fa i l in g  s u p p ly  o f  s a c ra m e n ta l g ra c e  p ro p o r t io n a te  to  o u r  n e e d s , d u tie s , a n d  d a n g e r s ; a n d  a lso  th e  g ra c e  w h ic h  

a t ta c h e s  to  th e  s ta te  in  w h ic h  w e  a re . O n  th is  w e  n e e d  n o t d w e ll a g a in ; b u t  th e re  is  a  tw o fo ld  d is c ip l in e  in  th e  

e x e rc ise  o f  th e  p a s to ra l o f f ic e  w h ic h  a id s  u s  in  a  s p e c ia l d e g re e  in  w o rk in g  o u t o u r  s a lv a t io n . T h e  o n e  is  th e  

c o n tin u a l  a u g m e n ta t io n  o f  c h a r i ty ';  th e  o th e r  is  th e  c o n tin u a l  e x e rc is e  o f  s e lf -d e n ia l .

“ G o d  is  c h a r ity  ; a n d  h e  th a t a b id e th  in  c h a r i ty  a b id e th  in  G o d , a n d  G o d  in  h im .”  A n d  G o d  is  th e  l i f e  o f  

th e  s o u l . W h e re  th is  l i f e  a b id e s , e x c e p t th ro u g h  o u r  in f id e l ity , th e  s e c o n d  d e a th  h a s  n o  p o w e r . G o d  w ill n e v e r  

r e v o k e  H is  g if ts . H e  w ills  n o t  th e  d e a th  e v e n  o f  a  s in n e r . H e  p le a d s  w ith  h im , “ W h y  w ill  y e  d ie ? ”  “ Y e  w ill  n o t  

c o m e  u n to  M e , th a t  y e  m a y  h a v e  l i f e .”  H e  w h o  lo v e s  G o d  h a s  th e  e a rn e s t  a n d  p le d g e  o f  e te rn a l  l i f e .

S o  S . P a u l r e a s o n e d . H is  c o n v e r s io n , h is  c a l l , h is  a p o s tle sh ip , h is  m is s io n , w e re  a l l  p le d g e s  o f  th e  lo v e  

o f  G o d , a n d  o f  i ts  im m u ta b i li ty  o n  G o d ’s  p a r t . B u t  o u r  lo v e  to  G o d  m a y  b e  in c re a s e d  a l l o u r  l i f e  lo n g . E v e ry  a c t  

o f  p ie ty  to w a rd s H im  r e c e iv e s  a n  a u g m e n ta t io n  o f  lo v e . E v e ry  t ru e  p ra y e r  o f  th e  h e a r t k in d le s th e  g ra c e  o f  

c h a r i ty . A ll m e n ta l a c ts  o f  c o n te m p la tio n  a n d  a d o ra t io n  b r in g  a n  in c re a se  o f  lo v e  in to  th e  s o u l o f  th e  le a s t  a n d  

th e  h u m b le s t , in  th e  b u s ie s t a n d  th e  m o s t o v e rb u rd e n e d  l i f e . H o w  m u c h  m o re  in  th e  l i f e  o f  a  p r ie s t a n d  o f  a  

p a s to r ,  w h o s e  w h o le  to i l  in  th o u g h t , w o rd , a n d  d e e d  is  in  a n d  fo r  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d . E v e ry ' M a s s  w e  s a y , e v e ry ' 



r e c i ta l o f  th e  D iv in e  O ff ic e , m a y  b e  a n  a c t s p r in g in g  f ro m  lo v e  to  G o d , a n d  d ra w in g  d o w n  a c c e s s io n s  o f  lo v e  

in to  th e  h e a r t . T h e  a u g m e n ta t io n  o f  c h a r i ty  in  o u r  u n io n  w ith  G o d  m a y  g o  o n  a c c u m u la tin g  e v e ry  m o m e n t. 

E v e ry  a s p ir a t io n , e v e ry  d e s ir e , e v e ry  in w a rd  a c t o f  o b e d ie n c e , p a t ie n c e , s u b m is s io n , a n d  lo n g in g  a f te r G o d  

u n ite s  u s  m o re  c lo s e ly  in  lo v e  to  H im , a n d  e n la rg e s  o u r  h e a r t  w ith  H is  lo v e , tu rn in g  o u r  h o p e  in to  c o n f id e n c e ,  

a n d  q u ic k e n in g  o u r  c o u rs e . Viam mandatorum tuorum cucurri, cum dilatasti cor meum. A s  th e  h e a r t is  d ila te d  

th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  in c re a se s , a n d  a s  i t  in c re a se s  i t  d ila te s  th e  h e a r t  s t il l  m o re .

B u t  w h e re  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  is , th e re  is  th e  lo v e  o f  o u r  b re th re n . W h e re  a  fo u n ta in  is , th e re  is  a  s tre a m .  

A s  a  s tr e a m  f lo w s  f ro m  a  fo u n ta in , s o  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  p o u rs  i ts e lf  o u t  in  lo v e  to  m a n . T h e  s tr e a m  p ro v e s  th e  

fo u n ta in  to  b e  th e re . T h e re fo re  S . J o h n  s a y s , “ W e  k n o w  th a t  w e  h a v e  p a s se d  f ro m  d e a th  u n to  l i f e , b e c a u s e  w e  

lo v e  th e  b re th re n .”  O u r  lo v e  to  th e m  p ro v e s  o u r  lo v e  to  H im ; a n d  h e  th a t lo v e s G o d  a b id e s  in  G o d , a n d  h a s  

p a s se d  f ro m  d e a th  to  l i fe ; fo r  G o d  is  o u r  e te rn a l l i f e , a n d  H e  d w e lls  in  u s  e v e n  n o w . T h e  c o n tin u a l  e x e rc is e  o f  

b ro th e r ly  lo v e  to  a l l  —  to  o u r  f lo c k , to  o u r  k in d re d , to  o u r  f r ie n d s , a n d  to  o u r  e n e m ie s  —  in  a l l  th e  e x te n s io n  o f  

c h a r ity , is  a  d is c ip l in e  o f  p e r fe c t io n  a n d  o f  p e r s e v e ra n c e .

A n d  th is  l i f e  o f  c h a r i ty  is  m o re  p e r fe c t  in  th e  p ro p o r t io n  in  w h ic h  i t  e x a c ts  o f  u s  a  m o r tif ic a t io n  o f  s e lf . 

B u t  th e  s a c e rd o ta l  o r  p a s to ra l  l i f e  is  fu l l  o f  d a i ly  a n d  h o u r ly  s e lf -d e n ia l. W e  a re  c a lle d  to  d ie  to  o u rs e lv e s ,  to  o u r  

o w n  w is h  a n d  w ill a n d  c h o ic e , a n d  to  b e  a t  th e  b e c k  a n d  b id  o f  a l l, g o o d  a n d  e v i l , r e a so n a b le  a n d  u n re a s o n a b le ,  

“ b e c o m in g  a l l  th in g s  to  a l l m e n , th a t  I  m ig h t  s a v e  a l l .”  I t  is  a  s tra n g e  r e s u l t  o f  a l l o u r  la b o r  th a t o n ly  s o m e  m a y  

b e  s a v e d . A n d  y e t  fo r  th is  w e  m u s t  d ie  to  o u rs e lv e s , a n d  g o  o u t  o f  o u rs e lv e s , a n d  g iv e  u p  a l l  r ig h t  a n d  c la im  o v e r  

o u rs e lv e s , fo r  th e  e le c t ’s s a k e . T h e  w o rd  expropriatio is  fu l l o f  a  d e e p  a n d  s e a rc h in g  s e n se . W e  “ a re  n o t o u r  

o w n ,”  w e  h a v e  lo s t  a l l  p ro p e r ty  in  o u rs e lv e s ;  fo r  w e  a re  p u rc h a se d  b y  th e  m o s t  P re c io u s  B lo o d . T h is  is  S . P a u l ’ s  

m e a n in g  w h e n  h e  s a y s , “ W e  p re a c h  n o t o u rs e lv e s , b u t C h r is t J e s u s o u r  L o rd , a n d  o u rse lv e s  y o u r s e rv a n ts  

th ro u g h  J e su s .”  T o  b e  o n  o u r  M a s te r ’ s  s id e  a g a in s t s in , th e  w o r ld ,  a n d  S a ta n , is  n o t  o f  o u r  o w n  a c t , b u t H is  w h o  

h a s  p re d e s t in a te d  a n d  c a lle d  u s  to  H is  s e rv ic e . H is  w ill , a n d  n o  w ill  o f  o u rs , e x c e p t  u n d e r  H is  p re v e n t in g  g ra c e , 

h a s  p o s te d  u s  in  th is  w a r fa re . “ Y o u  h a v e  n o t  c h o s e n  M e , b u t  I  h a v e  c h o s e n  y o u .”

3 .  L a s tly ,  to  b e  s e t  a n d  s e n t  to  s a v e  o th e r s  is  e i th e r  th e  lo t  o f  J u d a s  o r  th e  lo t  o f  th e  b e lo v e d  d is c ip le . W e  

m a y  m a k e  i t  e i th e r . W e  m a y  th e n  w e ll m is tru s t  o u rs e lv e s , a n d  a s k , “ L o rd , w h ic h  a m  I ? ”  B u t  i f  w e  lo v e  th e  p o o r  

w e  n e e d  n o t  d o u b t , fo r  J u d a s  c a re d  n o t  fo r  th e  p o o r ; a n d  i f  w e  lo v e  o u r  D iv in e  L o rd  w e  c a n n o t  d o u b t , fo r  J u d a s  

s o ld  H im . W e  a re  n o t  th e  b e lo v e d  d is c ip le ,  fo r  h e  w a s  s in le s s , a n d  w e  a re  s in fu l ;  b u t  w e  a re  d is c ip le s , a n d  w e  a re  

b e lo v e d , a n d  o u r  lo t is  fu l l o f  th e  s ig n s  o f  s a lv a t io n . S . V in c e n t  o f  P a u l s a id , “ O  J e s u s , w h y  d id s t T h o u  c o m e  

d o w n  u p o n  e a r th ?  F o r  th e  lo v e  o f  T h y  n e ig h b o r . P o o r  p r ie s t , w h a t  h a s  b ro u g h t  th e e  to  th is ,  to  b e  c o ld  a n d  h u n g ry ' 

a n d  w e a r ie d , a n d  a l l a lo n e  in  th e  w o r ld ,  a n d  in  th e  w in d  a n d  th e  w e a th e r  a n d  th e  w in te r?  T h e  lo v e  o f  s o u ls .”  B u t  

w h o  g a v e  u s  th is  lo v e ?  I t  is  a  s ix th  s e n s e , w h ic h  th e  f e w  p o s s e s s  a n d  th e  m a n y  c a n n o t  c o m p re h e n d . T h e  p r ie s t  is  

c a lle d  to  s h o w  p e r fe c t io n  in  h im s e lf , a n d  to  e x e rc is e  i t u p o n  o th e r s . H e  is  n o t o n ly  s a v e d  to  s a v e  o th e r s , b u t  

s a n c t i f ie d  fo r  th e ir  s a n c t if ic a t io n .”  H e  is  s e t  a s  th e  l ig h t  to  g iv e  l ig h t, a s  th e  s a l t  to  r e s is t  c o rm p tio n . a s  th e  g o o d  

o d o r  o f  C h r is t , l ik e  th e  c e n s e r  b e tw e e n  th e  l iv in g  a n d  th e  d e a d . I f , a f te r  a l l th is , h e  b e  a  c a s ta w a y , g re a t in d e e d  

m u s t  b e  l i is  in f id e l i ty  to  th e  H o ly  G h o s t .

W h a t  m o tiv e  to  c o n f id e n c e  is  th e n  w a n tin g  to  th e  p r ie s t?  H e  is  e n c o m p a s se d  b y  th e  s ig n s  o f  G o d ’s  lo v e  

a n d  p o w e r . T h e  w ill o f  G o d  to  s a v e  h im  e te rn a l ly  is  m a d e  k n o w n  to  h im  b y  e v e ry  to k e n  a n d  p le d g e  s h o r t o f  a  

d ire c t a n d  p e rs o n a l r e v e la t io n . T h is s tro n g  a n d  c h a n g e le s s c o n f id e n c e  is  a  m o tiv e  to  s e lf -o b la t io n  in  g re a te r  

th in g s , a n d  to  s e lf -d e n ia l in  th e  le s s . H o p e  is  a  s o u rc e  o f  jo y , a n d  jo y  is  a  s o u rc e  o f  s tr e n g th . T h e  d o w n c a s t  a n d  

t im id  a re  w e a k  a n d  in e r t . T h e  h o p e fu l a n d  c o n f id e n t a re  e n e rg e t ic  a n d  c o u ra g e o u s . F e a r d o e s n o t h o n o r  o u r  

D iv in e  M a s te r . B u t t ru s t s p r in g s  f ro m  a  p e rc e p t io n  o f  H is  lo v e . H o p e  is  a  g if t o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t, in fu s e d  in  

B a p tis m  a n d  m a tu re d  b y  e x e rc is e . S . P a u l s a y s  th a t w e  a re  s a v e d  b y  h o p e , a n d  h e  p ra y s , “ T h e  G o d  o f  h o p e  f i l l  

y o u  w ith  a l l  jo y  a n d  p e a c e  in  b e l ie v in g , th a t  y o u  m a y  a b o u n d  in  h o p e  a n d  in  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t.”

G e d e o n ’ s  th re e  h u n d re d  m e n  w h o  la p p e d  th e  w a te r  w e re  o f  m o re  w o r th  in  th e  b a t t le  th a n  th e  m u lt ih id e  

th a t  d ra n k  k n e e l in g , a n d  th e  tw o -a n d -tw e n ty  th o u s a n d s  f e a r fu l a n d  t im o ro u s  w h o  w e n t  a w a y . T h e  p ro c la m a tio n  

s o u n d s  to  t l iis  d a y  a lo n g  th e  w h o le  l in e  o f  th o s e  w h o  a s p ir e  to  th e  p r ie s th o o d : “ W h a t m a n  is  th e re  th a t is  f e a r fu l  

a n d  f a in t-h e a r te d ?  L e t h im  g o  a n d  r e tu rn  to  l i is h o u s e , le s t h e  m a k e  th e  h e a rts  o f  l i is b re th re n  to  f e a r , a s h e  

h im s e lf  is  p o s se s s e d  b y  f e a r .”  W h e n  o n c e  p o s te d  b y  o u r  L o rd  in  th e  a r ra y  o f  th e  b a t t le  n o  p r ie s t n e e d  f e a r . I f  h e  

b e  f a i th fu l  th e  h a n d  o f  h is  D iv in e  M a s te r  w ill  b e  a  h e lm e t  o f  s a lv a t io n  u p o n  h is  h e a d .

In  a l l t im e s  o f  a n x ie ty  a n d  f e a r  a n d  d o u b t a n d  d is c o u ra g e m e n t  w e  m a y  s a y : “ G o d  h a s  fo re k n o w n  a n d  

p re d e s t in a te d  m e  to  b e  a  p r ie s t : H e  h a s  c a lle d  a n d  ju s ti f ie d  a n d  a d o p te d  m e  in to  th e  g lo ry  o f  H is  s o n s . H e  h a s  

s e a le d  m e  w ith  th e  m a rk  o f  H is s o ld ie r s  a n d  s ig n e d  m e  w ith  th e  c h a ra c te r o f  H is  p r ie s ts . H e  h a s  g u id e d  a n d  

g u a rd e d  m e  in  y o u th  a n d  m a n h o o d ,  a n d  h a s  p re s e rv e d  m e  to  th is  d a y , s u p p o r t in g  m y  p e r se v e ra n c e  b y  th e  e v e r 

p re s e n t  a n d  u n fa i l in g  h e lp  o f  H is  m a n ifo ld  g ra c e  in  e v e ry  t im e  o f  n e e d . In  e v e ry  c h a n g e  o f  th e  w a rfa re  w h ic h  is  

a g a in s t  m e . I  k n o w  th a t  H e  w ills  m y  s a lv a t io n . W h a t h a s  H e  le f t  u n d o n e  th a t  H e  c o u ld  d o  to  s a v e  m e ?  O n e  th in g  

H e  w ill n e v e r  d o : H e  w ill n e v e r  ta k e  a w a y  f ro m  m e  m y  f r e e  w ill . A n d  th is  is  m y  o n ly  d a n g e r . I f  I  f r e e ly  b e tra y  

m y s e lf  o r  fo rs a k e  H im . th e n  I s h a l l p e r is h ; b u t  i f  m y  w ill is  u n ite d  w ith  H im , H e  w ill g u id e  a n d  g u a rd  m e , n o t  

o n ly  f ro m  m y  e n e m ie s  w ith o u t , b u t e v e n  f ro m  m y s e lf . I f  o n ly  I  h a v e  n o  w ill  to  g r ie v e  H im , a n d  a  tm e  w ill  to  



h o ld  f a s t  b y  H im , H e  w ill k e e p  m e  e v e n  u n to  d e a th .”  “ T h e  s u re  fo u n d a tio n  o f  G o d  s ta n d e th  f i rm , h a v in g  th is  

s e a l. T h e  L o rd  k n o w e th  w h o  a re  H is , a n d  le t  e v e ry  o n e  d e p a r t  f ro m  in iq u i ty  w h o  n a m e th  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  L o rd .”

O u r  v e ry  s ta te , th e n , is  th e  h ig h e s t  g ro u n d  o f  c o n f id e n c e .

T h e s ta te a n d  w o rk  o f  p r ie s ts a n d  o f  p a s to r s , i f  w e  a re  f a i th fu l to  o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r , is b le s se d  

e v e ry w h e re  th ro u g h o u t  th e  u n iv e r s a l C h u rc h . In  th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  th e  O ld  W o rld , w h e re  th e  w o r ld  is  s tro n g  a n d  

c o rm p t, a n d  f a i th  a n d  p ie ty  a re w e a k , th e y  w h o  h a v e  th e  c u re o f  s o u ls h a v e m u c h  to  s u f fe r . T o  w a tc h  a  

f l ic k e r in g  a n d  d e p a r t in g  l i f e  is  th e  s a d d e s t  o f f ic e  o f  lo v e  a n d  p a t ie n c e . T h e  n a t io n s  a n d  p e o p le  o f  th e  O ld  W o rld  

fo r  th re e  h u n d re d  y e a r s  h a v e  b e e n  d e s c e n d in g , s o m e  r a p id ly  a n d  w ith  v io le n c e , s o m e  s lo w ly  a n d  in s e n s ib ly  b u t  

s te a d i ly , f ro m  th e  l ig h t  a n d  o rd e r  o f  f a i th . S p u r io u s  r e fo rm a tio n  h a s  g e n e ra te d  r e v o lu t io n , a n d  r e v o lu t io n  h a s  

d e s e c ra te d  th e  s o v e re ig n t ie s  a n d  s ta te s  o f  C h r is te n d o m , le a v in g  th e  C h u rc h  is o la te d  a s  in  th e  b e g in n in g . T h e  

p a s to r s  o f  th e  f lo c k  h a v e  m a n y  s o rro w s  o v e r  s o u ls  th a t  a re  ru s h in g  to  p e rd i t io n ,  a n d  fo r  th e  o u tra g e s  w re a k e d  

u p o n  th e  C h u rc h . I t is  a  g r ie v o u s  th in g  to  s e e  a  C a th o lic  o r  a  C h r is tia n  p e o p le  tu rn in g  i ts  b a c k  to  th e  l ig h t .  

N e v e r th e le s s , f a i th fu l p a s to r s h a v e  th e  p e a c e o f k n o w in g  th a t th e y  a re o n  G o d ’s s id e a n d  th a t th e y a re  

c o n te n d in g  fo r  th e  r ig h ts  o f  G o d . In  a l l  th e ir  s o rro w s  th e re  is  th is  d e e p  jo y , w h ic h  n o n e  c a n  ta k e  f ro m  th e m . S . 

J o h n  C h ry s o s to m  s a y s : “ T h e  w a r fa re  o f  m o n k s  is  g re a t , a n d  th e ir  la b o r s  m a n y ;  b u t  i f  o n e  c o m p a re  th e ir  to i ls  to  a  

p r ie s th o o d  w e ll d is c h a rg e d , h e  w ill f in d  a s  g re a t  a  d if fe re n c e  a s  b e tw e e n  a  p r iv a te  m a n  a n d  a  k in g .”  A n d  th e ir  

c o n s o la t io n  is  in  l ik e  p ro p o rt io n .

B u t  i f  th is  b e  t ru e  in  th e  o ld e r  r e g io n s  o f  th e  C h u rc h , h o w  m u c h  m o re  is  i t  tm e  in  E n g la n d . A m o n g  u s  

th e  C h u rc h  is  b o th  o ld  a n d  n e w . W e  a re  a  h a n d fu l, b u t s e p a ra te  f ro m  th e  w o r ld , a n d  f ro m  c o u r ts , a n d  f ro m  th e  

c o rm p t a tm o s p h e re  o f  s e c u la r  p a tro n a g e  a n d  s e c u la r  p ro te c t io n . T h e  tm e  p ro te c t io n  o f  th e  C h u rc h  is  i ts  o w n  

in d e p e n d e n c e , a n d  i ts  tm e  p o w e r  is  i ts  o w n  l ib e r ty . W e a re  p a s to r s  o f  a  f lo c k  d e s c e n d e d  f ro m  m a rty r s  a n d  

c o n fe s so r s , a n d  th e ir  f e rv o r  is  n o t  e x t in c t in  th e ir  p o s te r ity . W e  a re  in  a  s p e c ia l s e n s e  p a s to r s  o f  th e  p o o r ; fo r  th e  

r ic h  h a v e  g o n e  a w a y , a n d  th e  v a s t p ro s p e r i ty  o f  E n g la n d  is  in  h a n d s  th a t  k n o w  u s  n o t . B u t to  l iv e  a m o n g  th e  

p o o r  w a s  th e  lo t  o f  o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r , a n d  to  s h a re  H is  lo t  is  a  p le d g e  o f  H is  c a re . W e  a re  n o t  o n ly  p a s to r s  o f  th e  

p o o r , b u t p o o r  o u rs e lv e s . P o v e r ty  is  th e  s ta te  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  in  th is  th e  r ic h e s t o f  a l l th e  k in g d o m s  o f  th e  

w o r ld . W e  a re  h e re  b o u n d  to g e th e r  in  m u tu a l c h a ri ty  a n d  s e rv ic e  O u r  p e o p le  a re  u n ite d  to  u s  in  a  g e n e ro u s  lo v e  

a n d  m u tu a l  t ru s t ; a n d  o u r  p r ie s ts  a re  u n ite d  to  e a c h  o th e r  a n d  to  th e ir  B is h o p s . T h e y  a re  u n ite d  to  e a c h  o th e r  w ith  

b o n d s  o f  f r a te rn a l lo v e  a s  c lo se  a s , i f  n o t c lo s e r  th a n , c a n  b e  fo u n d  in  a n y  r e g io n  o f  th e  C a th o lic  u n ity . I f  a l l  

th e s e  th in g s  b e  fo r  u s , w h a t  s h a l l  b e  a g a in s t  u s ?

C H A P T E R  X .

T H E  V A L U E  O F  A  P R IE S T ’ S  T IM E

N E X T  to  g ra c e  t im e  is  th e  m o s t  p re c io u s  g if t o f  G o d . Y e t  h o w  m u c h  o f  b o th  w e  w a s te . W e  s a y  th a t t im e  d o e s  

m a n y  th in g s . I t  te a c h e s  u s  m a n y  le s so n s , w e a n s  u s  f ro m  m a n y  fo l l ie s , s tre n g th e n s  u s  in  g o o d  r e so lv e s , a n d  h e a ls  

m a n y  w o u n d s . A n d  y e t i t  d o e s  n o n e  o f  th e s e  th in g s . T im e  d o e s  n o th in g . B u t t im e  is  th e  c o n d it io n  o f  a l l th e s e  

th in g s w h ic h  G o d  d o e s in  t im e . T im e  is fu l l o f  e te rn i ty . A s w e  u s e i t s o  w e s h a l l b e . E v e ry  d a y  h a s i ts  

o p p o r tu n i t ie s , e v e ry  h o u r  i ts  o f fe r  o f  g ra c e . T h e  C o u n c il o f  S e n s  a p p lie s  th e  w o rd s , “ B e h o ld , I  s ta n d  a t  th e  d o o r  

a n d  k n o c k ,”  to  th e  c o n tin u o u s  a c t io n  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t u p o n  th e  h e a r t . T h is  is  tm e  o f  e v e ry  l iv in g  s o u l . T h e  

f a i th fu l h a v e  a l l th ro u g h  l i f e  a n d  a l l th e  d a y  lo n g  th is  c o n s ta n t in v i ta t io n  a n d  a id  to  la y  u p  fo r  th e m se lv e s a  

g re a te r  r e w a rd  in  e te rn i ty . A s  a  m a n  s o w e th  s o  s h a l l h e  a ls o  r e a p , b o th  in  q u a n ti ty  a n d  in  k in d . A ll m e n  h a v e  

th e ir  s e e d - t im e  a n d  th e ir  h a rv e s t  in  t im e  a n d  fo r  e te rn i ty . I f  w e  lo s e  th e  s e e d - t im e  w e  lo s e  th e  h a rv e s t. A n o th e r  

s e e d - t im e  a n d  a n o th e r  h a rv e s t m a y  b e  g ra n te d  to  u s . B u t  i t  is  a n o th e r . T h a t  w h ic h  is  lo s t  is  lo s t  fo r  e v e r .

N o w  i f  t im e  b e  s o  p re c io u s  to  a l l. is  i t  n o t  m o s t  p re c io u s  a b o v e  a l l  to  a  p r ie s t?  A n d  h a p p y  is  h e  w h o  c a n  

g iv e  a c c o u n t o f  h is  t im e . S o m e  m e n  s e e m  to  h a v e  n o  k n o w le d g e  o f  i ts  v a lu e . S o m e  n e v e r  th in k  o f  i t . S o m e  a re  

s o  in e r t  th a t  i t  m n s  a w a y  b e fo re  th e y  s t ir  to  u s e  i t . S o m e  a re  s o  in d o le n t  th a t  th e y  c o n s c io u s ly  w a s te  i t . S o m e  a re  

s o  i r r e g u la r  a n d  u n p u n c tu a l  th a t t im e  w a s te s  i ts e lf . T h e y  a re  a lw a y s  in  a  h u r ry , a lw a y s  la te , n e v e r  r e a d y , n e v e r  

p re p a re d .

T h e re  a re  tw o  q u e s tio n s  in  H o ly  W rit w h ic h  a  p r ie s t  w ill d o  w e ll to  r e m e m b e r  w h e re s o e v e r  h e  g o e s .  

T h e  o n e  is  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  G o d  to  E lia s  w h e n  o n  M o u n t H o re b  h e  w a s  m o u rn in g  w ith o u t  m o v in g : Quid hic agis, 

Elia‘1 — “ W h a t d o s t th o u  h e re , E lia s? ”  T h is  q u e s t io n  w o u ld  k e e p  u s  a w a y  a l to g e th e r  f ro m  m a n y  p la c e s , a n d  

w o u ld  h a s te n  o u r  le a v in g  m a n y  m o re . T h e  o th e r  q u e s t io n  is  o u r  L o rd ’ s : “ D id  y o u  n o t k n o w  th a t I  m u s t  b e  a b o u t  

M y  F a th e r ’s  b u s in e s s ? "  T h is  w e  m a y  w e ll b e a r  in  m in d  w h e n  k in d  a n d  h o s p i ta b le  f r ie n d s  in v i te  u s  to  b e  w ith  

th e m , o r  w h e n  o u r  o w n  in f irm ity  m a k e s  u s  tu rn  to  r e c re a t io n  o r  to  h u m a n  s y m p a th y , o r  e v e n  to  w o rk  ly in g  o u t  

o f  th e  fu r ro w  in  w h ic h  w e  a re , e a c h  o n e , s e t to  g u id e  th e  p lo u g h . W h o  c a n  m e a s u re  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  p r ie s t ’ s  t im e ?  

I f  th e  t im e  o f  a l l  m e n  is  fu l l  o f  e te rn i ty ,  th e  t im e  o f  a  p r ie s t is  fu l l  n o t  o f  h is  o w n  e te rn i ty  o n ly ,  b u t  o f  th e  e te rn i ty  

o f  m u lt itu d e s  b o th  k n o w n  a n d  u n k n o w n  to  h im . W e  w ill  t ry ,  th e n , to  m e a s u re  i ts  v a lu e .



1 . T h e  f i rs t  m e a s u re  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  o u r  t im e  is  th e  H o ly  M a ss . T h e  f i r s t - fm its  o f  a  p r ie s t ’s  t im e  b e lo n g  

to  G o d , a n d  th e y  a re  o f fe re d  e v e ry  m o rn in g  in  th e  H o ly  M a s s . H a lf  a n  h o u r  o f  p re p a ra tio n  a n d  h a lf  a n  h o u r  o f  

th a n k s g iv in g  o u g h t  n e v e r  to  b e  g iv e n  u p  to  a n y  o th e r  u s e  o r  p u rp o se , fo r  th e y  a re  n o t o u rs  to  g iv e  a w a y . T h is  is  

th e  f i rs t  m e a s u re  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  o u r  t im e . In  i t  w e  s p e a k  w ith  G o d , c o m m u n e  w ith  o u r  D iv in e  M a ste r , a n d  g iv e  

th a n k s  to  th e  e v e r -b le s se d  T r in i ty . W h a t s h o u ld  b e  th e  f e rv e n t u s e  o f  th e  h o u rs  o f  a  d a y  th a t is  s o  b e g u n ?  T h e  

f ra g ra n c e  a n d  th e  f e rv o r  o f  i t o u g h t to  b e  u p o n  u s  a l l d a y  lo n g , p e rv a d in g  i t  w ith  a  s e n s e  o f  o u r  r e la t io n  to  o u r  

M a s te r  in  h e a v e n , a n d  te a c h in g  u s  to  b e  a s a v a r ic io u s o f  t im e , a s im p a tie n t o f  i ts lo s s , a n d  a s w a tc h f id  in  

g u a rd in g  i t  f ro m  b e in g  s to le n  f ro m  u s  a s  th e  w o r ld  is  o f  i ts  m o n e y . G o d  s o  v a lu e s  t im e  th a t  H e  g iv e s  i t  to  u s  o n ly  

d a y  b y  d a y , h o u r  b y  h o u r , m o m e n t  b y  m o m e n t. A n d  H e  n e v e r  g iv e s  u s  a  m o m e n t  w ith o u t  ta k in g  th e  la s t a w a y .  

W e  h a v e  n e v e r  tw o  h o u rs  o r  tw o  m o m e n ts  a t o n c e . E v e ry  m o m e n t in  th e  d a y  w e  m a y , i f  w e  w ill , r e n e w  th e  

in te n t io n  w ith  w h ic h  w e  s a id  M a s s  in  th e  m o rn in g . W e  m a y  r e v iv e  o u r  p ra y e r s  a n d  th a n k s g iv in g s  a t  le a s t  b y  a n  

a s p ir a tio n . O u r  w h o le  d a y  w o u ld  th e n  b e  v ir tu a lly  p e rv a d e d  b y  o u r  M a s s  a n d  C o n u n u n io n .

2 .  A  s e c o n d  m e a s u re  o f  v a lu e  is  th e  k n o w le d g e  a  p r ie s t m a y  la y  u p  b y  a  p u n c tu a l u s e  o f  I r is  t im e .

Labia sacerdotis custodient scientiam. B u t  h o w  s h a l l th e  l ip s  o f  th e  p r ie s t k e e p  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  G o d  a n d  

o f  s o u ls  u n le s s  h e  b e  a  m a n  o f  s a c re d  s tu d y ?  T h e  th e o lo g y  o f  o u r  e a r ly  d a y s  is  s o o n  o b s c u re d  b y  th e  f a i lu re  o f  

m e m o ry , a n d  b y  th e  d u s t o f  a  b u s y  l i f e . A n d  th e re fo re  h o w  p re c io u s  is  e v e ry ' m o m e n t  a  p r ie s t  c a n  r e d e e m  f ro m  

a c t iv e  w o rk  to  r e tu rn  to  h is  o ld  b o o k s , o r  to  g o  fu r th e r a n d  d e e p e r  in to  h is  e a r l ie r  s tu d ie s . I t is  a  g o o d  t i r in g  to  

h a v e  c e r ta in  b o o k s  a lw a y s  o p e n , to  b e  r e a d  a t a n y  m o m e n t th a t c a n  b e  s e iz e d . T h e re  o u g h t to  b e  e v e n  in  th e  

b u s ie s t l i f e  c e r ta in  horae subsecivae. W e  c a ll  th e m  v a g u e ly  le is u re  h o u rs . T h e y  a re  th e  h o u rs  th a t a re  c u t  o u t , a s  

i t w e re , b y  s te a l th  f ro m  th e  m a in  d u tie s a n d  w o rk s  o f  th e  d a y . N o  b e t te r  te s t th a n  th is  c a n  b e  fo u n d  to  s e e  

w h e th e r  a  p r ie s t  k n o w s  th e  v a lu e  o f  h is  t im e . S o m e  m e n  d o  e v e ry th in g  a s  i f  th e y  d id  n o th in g ; a n d  s o m e  m e n  d o  

n o th in g  a s  i f  th e y  d id  e v e ry th in g . A  p r ie s t w h o  v a lu e s  h is  t im e  s e ld o m  f a i ls  to  f in d  e n o u g h  fo r  e v e ry th in g . A  

p u n c tu a l m in d  c a n  s o  o rd e r  th e  h o u rs o f  th e  d a y  a s to  ta k e  o u t o f  th e m , a n d  to  u s e  th e  in te rv a ls b e tw e e n  

s u c c e s s iv e  w o rk s  a n d  d u tie s . S o m e  b o o k s  o f  c lo s e  a n d  c o n tin u o u s  m a tte r  n e e d  a n  h o u r  o f  q u ie t a t te n t io n ; s o m e  

o f  a  le s s  p re c is e  k in d  m a y  b e  r e a d  in  t im e s  c a u g h t f ly in g ; a n d  s o m e  m a y  b e  ta k e n  u p  a t  a n y  m o m e n t. A  h a rd  

s tu d e n t o n c e  a d v is e d  a  f r ie n d  to  h a v e  “ f iv e -m in u te  b o o k s ."  A n d  m a n y  a  b o o k  c o u ld  b e  r e a d  th ro u g h  in  a  y e a r  b y  

f iv e  m in u te s  a  d a y . A ll th a t is  n e e d e d  is  th e  h a b it o f  a t te n t io n , a n d  a  f i rm  w ill n o t to  le a v e  w h a t  w e  r e a d  t i l l  w e  

u n d e r s ta n d  i t , b e  i t o n ly  a  p a g e , o r n o  m o re  th a n  a  s e n te n c e . P e rh a p s s o m e  o n e  w ill s a y  th a t th is  is  ta x in g  a  

p r ie s t ’ s  t im e  to o  s e v e re ly . B u t i f  w e  w ill a s k  o u rs e lv e s  h o w  m u c h  t im e  in  th e  d a y  is  g iv e n  to  b o o k s  th a t  a re  n o t  

n e c e s s a ry , to  n e w sp a p e r s , to  p ro lo n g e d  c o n v e r sa t io n , to  v is its  w h ic h  a re  n o t e i th e r  p a s to ra l o r  b e n e f ic ia l , to  

l in g e r in g , a n d  d o u b tin g  w h a t  to  r e a d  a n d  w h a t  to  d o  —  i f  w e  w e re  to  c a s t  u p  a l l  th is , th e  m o s t  f e rv e n t  w o u ld  f in d  

th a t m u c h  t im e  h a s  b e e n  s to le n  f ro m  h im , m u c h  h a s  b e e n  w a s te d , n o t  a  l i t t le  m is a p p lie d .

3 .  A  th ird  m e a s u re  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  o u r  t im e  is  w h a t  w e  m ig h t  d o  in  i t . i f  s p e n t  in  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l. T h e re  

is  n o  s u re r  s ig n  o f  a  f e rv e n t  p r ie s t  th a n  th e  lo v e  o f  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l .  I t  is  th e  f i rs t  d u ty  th a t a  la x  p r ie s t  a v o id s  a n d  

e v a d e s . T o  s i t fo r  lo n g  h o u rs  d a y  b y  d a y  a n d  n ig h t  b y  n ig h t , w ith o u t im p a tie n c e  a n d  w ith o u t lo s s  o f  te m p e r , is  a  

s u re  s ig n  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  s o u ls . W e  n e e d  n o t a t te m p t to  m e a s u re  th e  c o m p a ra t iv e  v a lu e  o f  p re a c h in g  a n d  o f  

h e a r in g  c o n fe s s io n s . T h e y  a re  in c o m m e n s u ra b le . E a c h  h a s  i ts  o w n  p ro p e r  c h a ra c te r . B u t  m a n y  h a v e  a  g re a t  z e a l  

a n d  p ro m p tn e s s  to  p re a c h  w h o  a re  s lo w  a n d  ta rd y  to  s i t  in  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l . T h e re  is  n o  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  s e lf , n o  

n a tu ra l e x c i te m e n t , n o  s u b t le  a l lu re m e n ts  o f  a  p e rs o n a l  k in d  in  s i t t in g  fo r  lo n g  h o u rs  l is te n in g  to  th e  s in s , a n d  

s o r ro w s , a n d  o f te n  th e  in c o n s id e ra te  ta lk  o f  m u lt i tu d e s , fo r  th e  m o s t  p a r t  u n k n o w n . I t  is  l ik e  f is h in g  w ith  a  s in g le  

l in e . L o n g  h o u rs  o f  w a it in g  a re  r e w a rd e d  b y o n e  s o l i ta ry  g a in . B u t i t  is , in  th e  h ig h e s t s e n s e  o f  th e  w o rd , th e  

p a s to r 's  w o rk  —  th a t  is , th e  c a re  o f  s o u ls . A n d  i t  d e m a n d s  in  a  h ig h  d e g re e  a n  a b n e g a t io n  o f  s e lf , a  r e p re s s io n  o f  

p e r s o n a l in f i rm it ie s  o f  te m p e r , a n d  a  g e n e ro u s  lo v e  o f  s o u ls , e s p e c ia l ly  o f  th e  p o o r .

B u t w h a t u s e  o f  t im e  c a n  b e  c o m p a re d  to  th is  c a re  a n d  g u id a n c e  o f  s o u ls ?  K n o w in g  th a t  w e  h a v e  th e  

p o w e r  o f  b in d in g  a n d  lo o s in g , a n d  th a t  in  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l  s o u ls  th a t  a re  p e r is h in g  a re  b ro u g h t to  p e n a n c e , a n d  

th e  p e n ite n t  a re  le d  o n w a rd  to  p e r fe c t io n  th a t th e  in n o c e n t  a re  g u a rd e d  in  th e ir  u n io n  w ith  G o d , a n d  th a t  G o d  is  

g lo r if ie d  b o th  in  th e m  th a t  a re  s a v e d  a n d  in  th e m  th a t p e r is h , i t  w o u ld  s e e m  to  b e  th e  f i rs t  in s t in c t o f  a  p r ie s t  to  

g iv e  to  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l a s  m a n y  d a y s  a n d  a s  m a n y  h o u rs  a s  h e  c a n . In s te a d  o f  f in d in g  i t  a  w e a r in e s s , i t  w o u ld  b e  

h is  c o n s o la t io n . In s te a d  o f  s h o r te n in g  th e  h o u rs  o r  le s s e n in g  th e  n u m b e r  o f  h is  d a y s  fo r  c o n fe s s io n  in  th e  c h u rc h ,  

h e  w o u ld  e x te n d  th e m  i f  p o s s ib le , a n d  e n c o u ra g e  h is  b re th re n  in  th e  c u re  o f  s o u ls  to  d o  l ik e w is e .

B u t  i t  is  n o t  o n ly  in  c h u rc h  th a t  th e  p a t ie n c e  a n d  c h a r i ty  o f  a  c o n fe s s o r  a re  te s te d . A ll  th a t  h a s  b e e n  s a id  

a p p lie s e s p e c ia l ly  to  th e  c a re  o f  th e  s ic k , a n d  to  th e  w illin g n e s s  w e  o u g h t to  h a v e  to  g iv e  t im e  to  in s tru c t , to  

c o n so le , a n d  to  e n c o u ra g e  th e m , a b o v e  a l l w h e n  d e a th  is  n e a r . T h e  s ic k  a n d  th e  d y in g  c a n  h a rd ly  th in k  fo r  

th e m s e lv e s . T h e  b u rd e n  o f  a  s u ffe r in g  o r  d y in g  b o d y  d u lls  a n d  d e a d e n s  th e  m in d . I t  is  in  th a t  t im e  o f  s o r ro w  a n d  

f e a r  th a t  th e  v o ic e  o f  a  t ru e  p a s to r  c h e e r s  a n d  s u p p o r ts  th e  h e lp le s s . H is  w o rd s  a n d  w h is p e r s  o f  f a i th  a n d  h o p e ,  

a n d  c o n tr i tio n  a n d  c o n f id e n c e , w ith  th e  p ro m is e s  o f  G o d . a n d  th e  h o ly  n a m e s  o f  J e s u s , M a ry , a n d  J o s e p h ,  f i l l  th e  

m in d  th a t c a n  n o  lo n g e r  th in k  fo r  i ts e lf  w ith  l ig h t, a n d  p e a c e , a n d  c o n so la t io n . I t is  n o t e n o u g h  to  a d m in is te r  

m e c h a n ic a l ly  th e  la s t S a c ra m e n ts . T h e re  a re  n e e d e d  a ls o  th e  la s t c o n so la tio n s  a n d  th e  la s t c o m p a s s io n  o f  th e  

G o o d  S h e p h e rd , w h o  k n o w s  H is s h e e p  a n d  is  k n o w n  b y  th e m  a s  th e ir  h e lp  a n d  s o la c e  in  th e  la s t p a s s a g e  to  

e te rn i ty .



4 .  A n o th e r  m e a s u re  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  o u r  t im e  is  w h a t m a y  b e  d o n e  in  i t  b y  p ra y e r . W h e n  S . P a u l s a id  

“ P ra y  w ith o u t c e a s in g ,” h e d id  n o t u s e rh e to r ic a l e x a g g e ra t io n . H e m e a n t th a t w e m a y  b e a lw a y s a n d  

e v e ry w h e re s p e a k in g  w ith  G o d , b y  o u r a s p ir a t io n s , d e s ir e s , a n d  w ill . T h e y  w h o  l iv e in  u n io n  w ith  G o d ,  

c o n sc io u s  o f  H is  p re s e n c e , a n d  r e fe r r in g  a l l  th e ir  l i f e  to  H im , n o t  o n ly  p ra y  w h e n  th e y  s p e a k  w ith  G o d ,  b u t  w h e n  

th e y  w o rk  fo r  H im . Laborare est orare. A  p a s to r 's  w h o le  l i f e  m a y  b e  a  l i f e  o f  c o m m u n io n  w ith  H im . T h e  v a lu e  

o f  t im e  s p e n t in  p ra y e r  m a y  b e  m e a s u re d  in  tw o  w a y s : f i r s t , in  th e  a n s w e rs  i t  r e c e iv e s ; a n d  n e x t , in  i ts  r e a c t io n  

u p o n  o u rs e lv e s . A s to  th e  a n s w e rs , w h o  c a n  s a y  w h a t th e y  lo s e w h o  p ra y  l i t t le , a n d  w h a t th e y  g a in  w h o  

h a b itu a l ly  s p e a k  w ith  G o d ?  T h e  w o rk  o f  p r ie s ts a n d  p a s to r s is s o  e x p re s s ly s u p e rn a tu ra l th a t w e lo o k  fo r  

s u p e rn a tu ra l r e su l ts , a n d  w e  a s k  th e m  a s  s u c h  f ro m  G o d . T h e  c o n v e rs io n  o f  s in n e r s  a n d  th e  s a lv a t io n  o f  s o u ls  

v ir tu a l ly  c o n ta in  a l l th e  w o rk s o f  o u r  s p ir i tu a l m in is t iy , a n d  th e y  a re  s o  d is tin c tly  d iv in e  in  th e ir  o r ig in  a n d  

s u p e rn a tu ra l  in  th e ir  in s tru m e n ts  th a t  w e  a s k  th e m  a s  g if ts , n o t a s  r e s u lts  o f  o u r  o w n  a g e n c y . T h e re  c a n  b e  l i t t le  

d o u b t th a t th e  f e r t i l i ty ' o f  th e  l iv e s  o f  s o m e  p a s to r s  a n d  th e  b a r re n n e s s  o f  o th e r s  d e p e n d  u p o n , a n d  a re  m e a s u re d  

b y , th e ir  p ra y e r s . T h e y  w h o  p ra y  m o s t  w ill r e c e iv e  m o s t; th e y  w h o  p ra y  l i t t le  w ill  r e c e iv e  le s s . B u t  o f  a l l  th is  I  

n e e d  n o t s p e a k . T h e re  is  n o th in g  w e  m a y  n o t a s k , e i th e r  a b so lu te ly  o r  c o n d itio n a lly ; a n d  th e re  is  n o th in g  g o o d  

th a t H e  w ill n o t g iv e  u s : fo r  to  p o u r  o u t H is  g if ts  u p o n  u s  is  H is  b lis s . B u t i t is  th e  r e a c t io n  o f  p ra y e r  u p o n  

o u rs e lv e s  th a t  g iv e s  u s  a  p ro m p t  a n d  c e r ta in  m e a su re . W e  a re  w h a t  w e  a re  b e fo re  G o d , a n d  n o th in g  e ls e , n e i th e r  

b e t te r  n o r  w o rs e . A n d  w e  a re  w h a t o u r  c o m m u n io n  w ith  G o d  m a k e s  u s . O u r  f a c e s  s h in e , o r  a re  d im  o r  d a rk e n e d ,  

a s w e  a re  n e a re r  o r  f a r th e r  f ro m  G o d  in  p ra y e r . A  c a lm , r e c o lle c te d , jo y o u s , h o p e fu l m in d  is  th e  r e w a rd  o f  

p ra y e r . A  r e s tle s s , w a n d e rin g , s a d , a n d  t im id  m in d  is  th e  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  n o t p ra y in g  a s  w e  o u g h t . In  t ru th ,  

p ra y e r  m e a s u re s  o u r  s ta te ; a n d  w h a t  w e  a re  o u r  w o rk  w ill  b e . A  p r ie s t  w h o  p ra y s  m u c h  w ill  d o  in  a n  h o u r  w h a t  a  

p r ie s t w h o  p ra y s  le s s  w ill h a rd ly  d o  in  m a n y  d a y s . T h e  w o rd s  o f  a  p r ie s t a lw a y s  u n ite d  w ith  G o d  h a v e  a  l i f e , a  

w a rm th , a n  e n e rg y , a n d  a  p e r s u a s io n  w h ic h  n o  n a tu ra l g if ts  c a n  g iv e . W e  d o  l i t t le  b e c a u se  w e  p ra y  l i t t le ; a n d  

b e c a u se  w e  p ra y  l i t t le  w e  a re  w h a t w e  a re . I f  th e  t im e  w e  lo s e , i f  th e  h o u rs  th a t  a re  s to le n  f ro m  u s , w e re  s p e n t in  

s p e a k in g  w ith  G o d  in s te a d  o f  w ith  th e  w o r ld , a l l w e  d o  w o u ld  b e  h ig h e r  in  s p ir i t , d e e p e r  in  r e su l ts , a n d  m o re  

la s t in g  in  i ts  e f fe c t .

5 .  A  la s t m e a s u re  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  a  p r ie s t ’s  t im e  is  in  th e  e n d  fo r  w h ic h  h e  e x is ts .

H e  is  to  b e  a  w itn e s s  fo r  h is  D iv in e  M a s te r  in  te a c h in g  a n d  te s ti fy in g  to  th e  t ru th ;  b u t c h ie f ly  b y  th e  

v is ib le  e x a m p le  o f  h is  l i f e , a n d  b y  th e  c o n sc io u s  a n d  u n c o n s c io u s  in f lu e n c e  o f  h is  m in d . W o e  to  h im  i f  h e  b e  

fo u n d  a  f a ls e  w itn e s s  in  th e  le a s t  o f  th e  c o m m a n d m e n ts  o f  G o d . o r  in  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  h is  m in d  a n d  l i f e . A n d  

g re a t  is  th e  p e r il  a n d  u n fa i th fu ln e s s  i f  h e  b e  a n  a m b ig u o u s , o r  e q u iv o c a l , o r  o b s c u re  w itn e s s . H e  w o u ld  b e  l ik e  a  

w a rn in g  b y  th e  w a y  s id e  w h ic h  n o  m a n  c a n  r e a d . A n d  fo r  th o s e  w h o  p e r ish  b y  h is  f a u l t  h e  w ill  b e  h e ld  to  a n s w e r .

H e  is  a ls o  to  b e  a  l ig h t in  th e  w o r ld . B u t i f  h is  m in d  a n d  l i f e  s h o w  o n ly  a  d im  o r  u n s te a d y  l ig h t , w h o  

w ill  tm s t  h is  g u id a n c e ?

H e  is  a ls o  to  b e  th e  s a l t  th a t  p u r if ie s  th e  m in d , a n d  th e  l i f e  a n d  th e  s o c ie ty  o f  o th e r  m e n . B u t  i f  h e  b e  n o t  

p u re  in  d e e d , w o rd , o r  th o u g h t , c o n ta c t w ith  h im  w ill r a th e r h a rm  th a n  h e lp  th o s e  th a t a re  a b o u t h im . H is  

in f lu e n c e  is  n e v e r  n e g a tiv e . H e  is  a lw a y s  g iv in g  o r  ta k in g  a w a y , g a in in g  o r  lo s in g  fo r  h im s e lf  a n d  fo r  o th e r s .

H o w  g re a t is  th e  d a n g e r  o f  a  p r ie s t  l iv in g  a n d  la b o r in g  in  th e  w o r ld  a l l  m e n  c a n  s e e . H is  f ie ld  o f  w o rk  is  

th e  w o r ld , in  th e  m id s t o f  th e  w h e a t a n d  th e  ta r e s . T h e  e v i l-m in d e d  a re  o f te n  le s s  d a n g e ro u s , fo r  th e y  a re  o p e n  

e n e m ie s : b u t  th e  g o o d , w h o  a re  o f te n  u n w is e , o r  l ig h t , o r  lu k e w a rm , th ro w  h im  o f f  h is  g u a rd  b y  th e ir  g o o d n e s s ,  

a n d  lo w e r  h im  b e fo re  h e  is  a w a re . T h e y  w a s te  I r is  t im e  b y  th e ir  v is i ts : th e y  d e v o u r  i t  b y  th e ir  in v i ta t io n s : th e y  

e n ta n g le  h im  b y  th e ir  ta lk : th e y  e n c o m p a s s  h im  b y  w h a t is  c a l le d  s o c ie ty  —  th a t  is , b y  p e o p le  o f  a l l  k in d s , a n d  

b y  r e c re a t io n s  w h ic h , th o u g h  w ith o u t  s in , a re  o u t  o f  a l l  p ro p o r t io n  a n d  o u t  o f  a l l h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  g ra v i ty  o f  th e  

p r ie s th o o d . In t im a c ie s  e a s i ly  a n d  u n c o n s c io u s ly  a t f i r s t s p r in g  u p ; f a sc in a t io n s  a n d  p e rs o n a l  a t tr a c t io n s  d is tu rb  

th e  c a lm  o f  h is  m in d : a n d  th e  e q u il ib r iu m  o f  l i is  s p ir i tu a l l i f e  is  lo s t . T h e  c o n v e rs a t io n  a n d  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  s o m e  

o n e  b e c o m e s  s o  a l lu r in g  a s  to  b e  a  p a r t  o f  h is  th o u g h ts ,  a n d  a  d a i ly  n e e d . A  f a ls e  r e la t io n  is  in  s e n s ib ly  fo rm e d ,  

f r e e  p e rh a p s  f ro m  a l l s in , b u t  fu l l o f  a n  u n b a la n c e d  a t ta c lu n e n t . w h ic h  d ra w s  h im  f ro m  o u r  D iv in e  M a ste r , th e  

p r ie s t ’ s  o n ly  F r ie n d ,  to  w h o m  h is  w h o le  h e a r t  w a s  g iv e n . W h a t n e ts  fo r  h is  f e e t l ie  in  h is  p a th , w h a t  p its  a re  o p e n  

in  h is  w a y . H o w  in se n s ib ly  h e  g o e s  o n w a rd , n o t m e a s u r in g  th e  d is ta n c e , t i l l a  g u lf  o p e n s  b e h in d  h im . a n d  h is  

p a s t  is  a lm o s t  o u t  o f  s ig h t . A ll  th is  is  a lso  a  m e a s u re  o f  t im e : n o t  th a t t im e  h a s  d o n e  i t . B u t  h e  h a s  d o n e  i t in  t im e ,  

a n d  in  th e  t im e  h e  h a s  w a s te d  a n d  g iv e n  a w a y , o r  th e  t im e  th a t  h a s  b e e n  s to le n  f ro m  h im .

A g a in s t th is  th e  tm e s t a n d  s u re s t r e m e d y  is  a  w ise  a n d  r e s o lu te  u s e  o f  o u r  d a y s  a n d  h o u rs . N o  m a n  

o u g h t to  b e  w ith o u t  a  tw o fo ld  Horarium. T h e  f i r s t  p a r t is  fo r  h is  d a y : f ix in g  th e  h o u r  o f  r is in g  a n d  o f  g o in g  to  

r e s t , o f  M a s s  a n d  o f f ic e , o f  s tu d y  a n d  w rit in g ,  o f  th e  w o rk  o f  s o u ls  in  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l ,  a n d  in  th e  h o m e s  o f  th e  

s ic k  a n d  o f  th e  p o o r . A n d  s u c h  a  Horarium o u g h t to  f ix  th e  m e a s u re  a n d  q u a n ti ty  o f  t im e  a l lo t te d  to  e a c h  o f  

th e s e  d iv is io n s  o f  th e  d a y . T h e re  is  h e re  n o  h e a d  le f t  fo r  th e  w o r ld  o r  fo r  s o c ie ty , fo r  a  p r ie s t ’s  l i f e  is  o u t  o f  th e  

w o r ld ; I r is h o m e  a n d  h is  D iv in e  F r ie n d  a re  in  th e  s a n c tu a ry ; th e  S a in ts , a n d  th e  te a c h e r s w h o  s p e a k  to  h im  

th ro u g h  I r is  b o o k s ,  a re  h is  s o c ie ty . W h e n  th e  s u n  is  d o w n , th e  e v e n in g  is  th e  m o s t  p re c io u s  p a r t  o f  a  p r ie s t ’ s  d a y .  

I t is  th e  o n ly  t im e  h e  c a n  c a l l h is  o w n . H a p p y  th e  p r ie s t  w h o  k n o w s  i ts  v a lu e , a n d  u n w is e  th e  p r ie s t  w h o  w a s te s  

i t  in  th e  w o r ld .



T h e  o th e r  p a r t  o f  th e  Horarium is  fo r  a  c a lc u la t io n  o f  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  o u r  l i f e  s p e e d s  a w a y .  M o s t  m e n  

g iv e  o n e - th ird  o f  e v e iy  d a y  to  s le e p , w ith  i ts  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  o f  r is in g  a n d  ly in g  d o w n : a b o u t  th re e  h o u rs  a re  d u e  

to  M a s s  a n d  o f f ic e : w h o  c a n  s a y  h o w  m u c h  to  p r iv a te  p ra y e r s  a n d  s p ir i tu a l  r e a d in g ,  to  s tu d y , to  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l,  

to  th e  c a re  o f  s o u ls ?  a n d  o f  a l l  th is  w h o  c a n  f ix  th e  m e a su re ?  T o  th e  w o r ld  a n d  to  s o c ie ty  s o m e  p r ie s ts  g iv e  l i t t le ;  

m a n y  g iv e  to o  m u c h . I f , th e n , w e  l iv e  to  s e v e n ty  y e a rs , w e  s h a l l  h a v e  s p e n t  m o re  th a n  th re e -a n d - tw e n ty  y e a r s  in  

s le e p : a b o u t s e v e n  y e a r s  in  M a s s  a n d  o f f ic e s  —  th a t  m a k e s  u p  a b o u t  th ir ty  o u t o f  s e v e n ty  y e a r s . H o w  a re  th e  

o th e r  fo r ty  y e a r s  b e s to w e d ?  I t  w o u ld  b e  w e ll fo r  u s  i f  in  e v e ry  p la c e  w e  h e a rd  th e  w o rd s , Quid hic agis, Elia? 

a n d  in  e v e ry  h o u r  o f  o u r  d a y , “ D id  y o u  n o t  k n o w  th a t  I  m u s t  b e  a b o u t  M y  F a th e r ’s  b u s in e s s ? ”

C H A P T E R  X I ,

T H E  P R IE S T ’ S  S O R R O W S

W E  r e a d  tw ic e  in  th e  G o s p e ls  th a t  J e s u s  w e p t, a n d  o n ly  o n c e  th a t  H e  “ r e jo ic e d  in  th e  H o ly  G h o s t.”  H e  w e p t a t  

th e  g ra v e  o f  L a z a ro s , a n d  o v e r  J e ru s a le m  w h e n  H e  s a w  i t  f ro m  th e  M o u n t  o f  O liv e s , H e  r e jo ic e d  w h e n  H e  g a v e  

th a n k s  to  H is  F a th e r  b e c a u s e  th e  m y s te r ie s  o f  H is  k in g d o m  w e re  r e v e a le d , n o t to  th e  w ise  o f  th is  w o r ld ,  b u t  to  

th e  h u m b le  a n d  c h i ld l ik e . O u r  L o rd  w a s  th e  M a n  o f  S o r ro w s ; a n d  a  p r ie s t  m u s t in  th is  to o  b e  l ik e  H im , fo r  th e  

d is c ip le  is  n o t  a b o v e  h is  m a s te r . B u t  th e  th re e  - a n d - th ir ty  y e a r s  o f  m e n ta l s o r ro w  d id  n o t  m a k e  o u r  D iv in e  L o rd  

m o ro se  o r  m e la n c h o ly  o r  o f  a  c lo u d e d  c o u n te n a n c e . T h e  f ru i t o f  th e  S p ir i t  w a s  in  H im  in  a l l fu l ln e s s ,  a n d  “ th e  

f ru i t o f  th e  S p ir it  is  c h a r ity ,  jo y . p e a c e ."  N o  c o u n te n a n c e  w a s  e v e r  m o re  r a d ia n t w ith  a  d iv in e  lo v e  a n d  jo y  th a n  

H is . A n d  w e  s h a ll n o t  b e  l ik e  o u r  M a s te r  i f  o u r  c o u n te n a n c e s  a re  s a d  a n d  o u r  v o ic e s  m o u rn fu l . N e v e r th e le s s , a  

p r ie s t m u s t b e  a  m a n  o f  s o r ro w s . I f  h e  h a s  th e  in tu i t io n  o f  f a i th  to  s e e  th e  s in  o f  th e  w o r ld , a n d  a  h e a r t o f  

c o m p a ss io n  to  f e e l fo r  th e  h a v o c  o f  d e a th  b o th  in  b o d y  a n d  s o u l, h e  m u s t s h a re  in  th e  s o rro w s  o f  o u r  D iv in e  

R e d e e m e r .

1 . T h e  f i r s t s o r ro w  o f  a  p r ie s t  is  th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  h is  o w n  u n w o r th in e s s .

T h e  w o rd s  o f  S . P a u l m u s t b e  in  th e  m in d  o f  e v e ry  p r ie s t : “ I  g iv e  H im  th a n k s  w h o  h a th  s tre n g th e n e d  

m e , e v e n  to  C h r is t J e s u s  o u r  L o rd , fo r  th a t  H e  h a th  c o u n te d  m e  f a i th fu l, p u tt in g  m e  in  th e  m in is try ,  w h o  b e fo re  

w a s a  b la s p h e m e r a n d  a  p e r s e c u to r  a n d  c o n tu m e lio u s . B u t I o b ta in e d  th e  m e rc y  o f G o d  b e c a u s e  I d id  i t  

ig n o ra n t ly  in  u n b e l ie f . N o w  th e  g ra c e  o f  o u r  L o rd  h a th  a b o u n d e d  e x c e e d in g ly  w ith  f a i th  a n d  lo v e , w h ic h  is  in  

C h r is t J e s u s . A  f a i th fu l s a y in g , a n d  w o r th y  o f  a l l a c c e p ta t io n , th a t C h r is t J e s u s  c a m e  in to  th is  w o r ld  to  s a v e  

s in n e rs , o f  w h o m  I  a m  th e  c h ie f . B u t  fo r  th is  c a u se  h a v e  I  o b ta in e d  m e rc y , th a t  in  m e  f i r s t C h r is t  J e s u s  m ig h t  

s h o w  fo r th  a l l  p a t ie n c e  fo r  th e  in fo rm a tio n  o f  th e m  th a t  s h a ll  b e l ie v e  in  H im  u n to  l i f e  e v e r la s t in g .”  T h e s e  w o rd s  

s h o w  th a t  S . P a u l d id  n o t  c o u n t  h im s e lf  to  b e  f a ith fu l ; th a t  h e  w a s  c o n sc io u s  o f  h is  g re a t p a s t u n w o r th in e s s ; th a t  

h e  w a s  fo rg iv e n  b e c a u se  h e  s in n e d  in  ig n o ra n c e ; th a t h e  k n e w  n o  o n e  m o re  s in fu l  th a n  h im s e lf ; a n d  th a t  fo r  th is  

v e ry  c a u se  h e . w a s c h o s e n , th a t h e  m ig h t  b e  a  l iv in g  w itn e s s  o f  th e  p a t ie n c e  o f  J e s u s  a n d  a n  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  

s o v e re ig n  g ra c e  o f  s a lv a t io n , th a t  n o n e  s h o u ld  e v e r  d e s p a ir .

W h a t p r ie s t c a n  lo o k  b a c k  w ith o u t w o n d e r in g  th a t h e  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  c a lle d  to  b e  a  p r ie s t?  H o w  

m a n y  o f  o u r  e a r ly  c o m p a n io n s  w e re  e v e ry  w a y  m o re  f i t th a n  w e . T h e y  n e v e r  c o m m itte d  a  m u lt i tu d e  o f  s in s ,  

fo l lie s ,  im p ru d e n c e , w e  k n o w  o f  o u rs e lv e s . M u c h  w e  d id  k n o w in g  w e ll  th a t  w e  o u g h t  n o t  to  d o  i t ; m u c h  w e  s e e  

n o w  in  a  l ig h t  w h ic h  w e  th e n , th ro u g h  o u r  o w n  f a u l t , h a d  n o t . O f  n o  o n e  d o  w e  k n o w  s o  m u c h  e v i l a s  w e  k n o w  

o f  o u rs e lv e s ; n o t p e rh a p s  o f  l i te r a l b re a c h e s  o f  th e  la w , b u t  o f  g re a t s p ir i tu a l s in s  in  th e  m id s t o f  g re a t s p ir i tu a l  

g ra c e s . T h e lo v e , fo rg iv e n e s s , h o p e , c o n f id e n c e , a n d  s a lv a t io n  w e p re a c h  to  o th e r s is to  b e s e e n  f i r s t in  

o u rs e lv e s . I f  H is  m e rc y  h a d  n o t  b e e n  in f in i te , w e  s h o u ld  n o t  o n ly  n o t  b e  p r ie s ts ,  b u t  w e  s h o u ld  n o t  e v e n  e x is t .

“ W h a t m a n  k n o w e th  th e  th in g s  o f  a  m a n  s a v e  th e  s p ir i t o f  a  m a n  th a t  is  in  h im ? ”  T h e y  th a t  k n o w  m o s t  

o f  u s  k n o w  l i t t le  o f  th e  w o r ld  o f  in w a rd  l i f e  r e a c h in g  b a c k  to  o u r  e a r lie s t c o n s c io u s n e s s . O u r  w h o le  l i f e  is  

s u s p e n d e d  in  i t a s  i f  n o w  p re s e n t in  o n e  v ie w  —  c h i ld h o o d , b o y h o o d , y o u th ,  m a n h o o d , d is tin c t  b u t  c o n tin u o u s , 

s e e n  a l l in  o n e  m o m e n t; th e re  a re  l ig h ts  o f  g re a t  b r ig h tn e s s  d e s c e n d in g  f ro m  G o d , a n d  s p o ts  v e ry  d a rk  b lo t t in g  

th e  l ig h t  a s c e n d in g  f ro m  o u rs e lv e s . H o w  is  i t  p o s s ib le  th a t  I  s h o u ld  b e  c h o se n  to  b e  a  p r ie s t?  I  k n o w  m o re  s in s  o f  

m y  o w n  th a n  o f  m y  c o m p a n io n s  in  b o y h o o d  w h o  w e re  n o t  c a lle d  to  c o m e  s o  n e a r  to  G o d . W a s  i t  th a t  H e  s a w  

th a t I s h o u ld  n o t  o th e rw ise  b e  s a v e d ?  th a t  I  a m  n o t  f i t  to  b a t tle  w ith  th e  w o r ld , o r  e v e n  to  l iv e  in  th e  w o r ld ?  th a t 

w ith o u t  th e  s u r ro u n d in g s  a n d  s u p p o r ts  o f  a  p r ie s t ’s  l i f e  a n d  s ta te  I  s h o u ld  h a v e  s u n k  u n d e r  th e  f r a u d , o r  fo rc e , o r  

f a s c in a t io n s  o f  th e  w o r ld ?  W h e n  I  r e m e m b e r  w h a t  I  w a s , h o w  c a n  I  d a re  to  ta k e  th e  w o rd  o f  G o d  in  m y  m o u th ?  

W h e n  I  w a rn  m e n  a g a in s t s in , w h y  d o  th e y  n o t s a y , “ P h y s ic ia n , h e a l  th y s e lf ’?  W h e n  I  te ll  th e m  o f  th e ir  f a u l t , I  

h e a r  th e m  s a y , “ T h o u  h a s t  a  b e a m  in  th in e  o w n  e y e ,”  a n d , a s  B . G re g o ry  s a y s , ulcus in facie. A n d  w h e n  I  p re a c h  

th e r e ig n  o f  th e lo v e o f G o d  in  th e  h e a r t , a n d  g e n e ro s i ty , a n d  s e lf-o b la t io n , k n o w in g  w h a t I a m  —  m y  

im p a tie n c e  y e s te rd a y  a n d  m y  s h r in k in g  to -d a y  —  a  v o ic e  s a y s  to  m e , “ T h o u  w h ite d  w a ll .”  E v e ry  p r ie s t  w h o  

k n o w s h im s e lf  w ill k n o w  w h a t i t is to  b e  d is c o u ra g e d , s a d d e n e d , d e p re s s e d  b y  a  m u lt itu d e  o f  c ro s se s a n d  

d is a p p o in tm e n ts ,  b u t  n o n e  a re  s o  h e a r ty  to  b e a r  a s  o u r  o w n  c o n s c io u s  u n w o r th in e s s . S . G re g o ry  o f  N a z ia n z u m  

s a y s  o f  h im s e lf : “ T h is  h e ld  m e  in  a  lo w e r  s ta te , a n d  m a d e  m e  h u m b le , th a t  i t  w a s  b e t te r  to  h e a r ‘th e  v o ic e  o f  



p ra ise ’ th a n  to  p ro fe s s  m y s e lf  a  te a c h e r  o f  th in g s  b e y o n d  m y  p o w e rs ; n a m e ly , th e  m a je s ty , th e  s u b l im ity , th e  

g re a tn e s s  (o f  G o d ) , a n d  th e  p u re  n a tu re s  w h ic h  h a rd ly  a p p re h e n d  th e  s p le n d o r  o f  G o d , w h o m  th e  a b y s s  h id e s ,  

w h o s e  h id in g -p la c e  is  th e  d a rk n e s s , b e in g  th e  p u re s t l ig h t , a n d  in a c c e s s ib le  to  th e  m u lt i tu d e , w h o  is  in  a l l a n d  

o u t  o f  a l l ; w h o  is  a l l  b e a u ty  a n d  a b o v e  a l l  b e a u ty ; w h o  i l lu m in a te s  a n d  e lu d e s  th e  s p e e d  a n d  th e  s u b l im ity  o f  th e  

m in d , a lw a y s  w ith d ra w in g  in  th e  m e a s u re  in  w h ic h  H e  is  a p p re h e n d e d ,  a n d  r a is in g  h im  w h o  lo v e s  H im  u p w a rd s  

b y  f le e in g  f ro m  h im , a n d  w h e n  h e ld  p a s s in g  f ro m  h is  h a n d s .”

W h o  h a s n o t r e m e m b e re d  th e  d a y  o f  h is  o rd in a t io n , a n d  s a id , “ W h o  w ill g ra n t m e  th a t I m ig h t b e  

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  m o n th s  p a s t , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  d a y  in  w h ic h  G o d  k e p t  m e ?  W h e n  H is  la m p  s h in e d  o v e r  m y  h e a d ,  

a n d  I w a lk e d  b y  H is l ig h t in  d a rk n e s s . A s I w a s in  th e  d a y s o f  m y  y o u th , w h e n  G o d  w a s s e c re tly  in  m y  

ta b e rn a c le . ”

2 .  A n o th e r s o r ro w  o f  a  p r ie s t a r is e s  f ro m  th e  s in s o f  h is  b a d  p e o p le . T h e  c h ie f  a n d  l i f e lo n g  m e n ta l  

s o r ro w  o f  J e s u s  c a m e  f ro m  th e  d a i ly  c o n ta c t  o f  H is  d iv in e  s a n c t ity  w ith  th e  s in  o f  th e  w o r ld . L o o k in g  u p o n  th e  

d is to r t io n  a n d  d e fa c e m e n t  o f  th e  c re a t io n  o f  G o d , H e  s a id , “ O  ju s t  F a th e r , th e  w o r ld  h a th  n o t  k n o w n  T h e e .”  T h e  

w o r ld  k n o w s  n o t  i ts  M a k e r . I t  is  a  p ro fo u n d  c o n te m p t o f  th e  D iv in e  M a je s ty  n o t  to  k n o w  H im . A n d  y e t  fo r  th o s e  

th a t k n e w  n o t  w h a t th e y  d id  J e s u s  p ra y e d  u p o n  th e  C ro s s . B u t  w h o  is  th e re  in  o u r  c h a rg e  th a t d o e s  n o t k n o w  

G o d ?  E v e n  th e  g ro ss e s t  ig n o ra n c e  is  a n  a f fe c te d  ig n o ra n c e . I f  w e  h a v e  in  u s  th e  h e a r t  o f  o u r  M a ste r , th e  s in s  o n  

e v e ry  s id e  o f  u s , s in s  o f  th e  f le s h  a n d  o f  th e  s p ir i t , th e  h a v o c  a n d  r a v a g e  o f  S a ta n  in  m e n , w o m e n ,  c h i ld re n , m u s t  

b e  a  c e a s e le s s  s o r ro w . In  th e  m e a s u re  in  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  a  h a tre d  o f  s in  a n d  a  lo v e  o f  s o u ls ,  th e  s p ir i tu a l d e a th  o f  

o u r  p e o p le  w ill  b e  a lw a y s  a  p e rc e p t ib le  a n d  p e rs o n a l  g r ie f . I l l -u s a g e  a n d  in g ra ti tu d e  c a n  b e  b o rn e  p a t ie n t ly . A ll  

th a t  m e n  c a n  s a y  o r  d o  a g a in s t  u s  is  o f  l i t t le  w e ig h t . A  p r ie s t  is  s ig n u m  c u i c o n tra d ic e tu r :  h e  is  a  b u tt  fo r  a l l  th e  

s l in g s  a n d  s to n e s o f  f a ls e  a n d  e v i l to n g u e s ; b u t th o u g h  th is c a n  d o  u s  n o  h u r t , y e t  to  b e  h a te d , s c o rn e d , a n d  

r id ic u le d  is c u t t in g  to  f le s h  a n d  b lo o d . N e v e r th e le s s , th is  b r in g s l i t t le  s o r ro w . I t m a y  e x c i te  r e se n tm e n t,  b u t  

r e s e n tm e n t d r ie s  u p  s o r ro w . S o r ro w  c o m e s  f ro m  lo v e , c o m p a s s io n , p ity  fo r  s o u ls : s u c h  a  s o r ro w  is  a  s ig n  o f  

l ik e n e s s  to  th e  G o o d  S h e p h e rd . A s  S . P a u l s a id  to  th e  C o r in th ia n s  w h o  tu rn e d  a g a in s t h im , “ I m o s t g la d ly  w ill  

s p e n d , a n d  b e  s p e n t  m y s e lf , fo r  y o u r  s o u ls , a l th o u g h  lo v in g  y o u  m o re , I  b e  lo v e d  le s s .”  O u r  L o rd  a ls o  h a d  s a id  

b e fo re : “ I f  th e  w o r ld  h a te  y o u , y o u  k n o w  th a t i t h a te d  M e  b e fo re  i t h a te d  y o u .” T o  b e  h a te d , th e re fo re , is  a  

c o u n te rs ig n  o f  o u r  f id e l ity .

W e  l iv e  w ith  th e  v is io n  o f  s o u ls  th a t a re  d e a d  c o n tin u a l ly  b e fo re  o u r  e y e s . T h e  p la in  o f  th e  d ry  b o n e s  

w a s  s p e c tr a l , b u t  th e  r e v e lry  a n d  s u r fe i t in g  o f  s o u ls  th a t a re  s p ir i tu a lly  d e a d  is  f a r  m o re  g h a s tly . B u t  i t  n e e d s  a  

s p ir i tu a l in tu it io n  to  d is c e rn  i t : th e re fo re  s o m e  m e n  c a n  l iv e  in  th e  m id s t  o f  i t  w ith o u t  p e rc e iv in g  i t ; a n d  e v e n  w e ,  

w h o  o u g h t  to  h a v e  th e  f i r s t- f ru i ts  o f  th e  S p ir i t , p e rc e iv e  i t  o n ly  in  th e  m e a s u re  o f  o u r  d is c e rn m e n t .

M e n  o f  e v i l  l i f e  a re  m u rd e re rs  o f  s o u ls .  B y  d ire c t  in te n t io n , o r  b y  th e  in fe c t io n  o f  e x a m p le , th e y  d e s tro y  

th e  in n o c e n t  a n d  tu rn  b a c k  th e  p e n ite n t . W e  c a n  s e e  th e  p la g u e  s p re a d in g  f ro m  h o m e  to  h o m e , f ro m  s o u l  to  s o u l .  

T h e  r e ig n  o f  s in  a n d  th e  s h a d o w  o f  d e a th  s e tt le  u p o n  s o u ls  a n d  h o m e s  o v e r  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  lo n g  b e e n  w a tc h in g , 

b u t in  v a in . S o m e tim e s S a ta n  s e e m s  a l l b u t v is ib le : h is  p re s e n c e  p a lp a b le , a n d  h is  p o w e r m a y  b e  f e l t in  th e  

o v e r th ro w  o f  y e a r s  o f  la b o r . In  e v e ry  f lo c k  th e re  w ill  b e  th e  e n e m ie s  o f  G o d , o p e n  a n d  d e c la re d ,  c la n d e s t in e  a n d  

c o n c e a le d . O f  a l l s u c h  S . P a u l s a y s : “ O f  w h o m  I  h a v e  to ld  y o u  o f te n , a n d  n o w  te ll  y o u  w e e p in g , th a t  th e y  a re  

e n e m ie s  o f  th e  C ro s s  o f  C h r is t, w h o s e  e n d  is  d e s tm c tio n ,  w h o s e  g o d  is  th e ir  b e l ly ,  w h o s e  g lo ry  is  in  th e ir  s h a m e ,  

w h o  m in d  e a r th ly  th in g s .”

3 .  B u t  b e s id e s  th e  s in s  o f  b a d  m e n , a  p r ie s t  h a s  to  s u f fe r  b y  th e  lu k e w a rm n e s s  o f  g o o d  m e n . T h a t  p e o p le  

s h o u ld  b e  s o  g o o d , a n d  y e t n o t b e t te r ; th a t  th e y  s h o u ld  b e  s o  fu l l o f  l ig h t , a n d  y e t  f a l l s o  s h o r t o f  i t ; th a t  th e y  

s h o u ld  d o  s o  m a n y  g o o d  a c ts , a n d  y e t  n o t  d o  m o re ; th a t  th e y  s h o u ld  h a v e  s o  f e w  f a u l ts , b u t  s o  f e w  e x c e l le n c e s ;  

th a t  th e y  s h o u ld  b e  s o  b la m e le s s ,  b u t  d e s e rv e  s o  l i t t le  p ra is e ; s o  fu l l  o f  g o o d  f e e l in g , b u t  s o  s p a re  in  g o o d  w o rk s ;  

s o  r e a d y  to  g iv e , b u t s o  n a r ro w  in  th e ir  g if ts ; s o  r e g u la r  in  d e v o tio n s , y e t s o  l i t t le  d e v o u t; s o  p io u s , y e t s o  

w o r ld ly ; s o  r e a d y  to  p ra is e  th e  g o o d  w o rk s  o f  o th e r s , a n d  y e t  s o  h a rd  to  m o v e  to  d o  th e  l ik e ; s o  fu l l  o f  c e n s u re s  

o f  th e  in e r tn e s s  a n d  in c o n s is te n c y  o m is s io n s , f a u l ts , a n d  lu k e w a rm n e s s  o f  o th e r  m e n , a n d  y e t s o  u n h e lp fu l a n d  

s o f t a n d  u n e n e rg e t ic  a n d  lu k e w a rm  th e m se lv e s  —  a l l  th e s e  a re  s p ir i tu a l  p a ra d o x e s  a n d  c o n tra d ic t io n s  w h ic h  v e x  

a n d  h a ra s s  a  p r ie s t  w ith  p e rp e tu a l  d is a p p o in tm e n t . W h e re  h e  lo o k e d  fo r  h e lp  h e  f in d s  n o n e ; w h e re  h e  th o u g h t  h e  

c o u ld  t rn s t h e  f in d s  h is  c o n f id e n c e  b e tra y e d ; w h e re  h e  th o u g h t  to  le a n  fo r  s u p p o r t  h e  f in d s  th e  e a r th  g iv e  w a y .  

T h e re  is  s o m e th in g  in  s o r ro w  fo r  s in  w h ic h  u n ite s  u s  w ith  G o d . I t  a la rm s , a n d  w a rn s  u s  th a t  w e  a re  in  th e  f ro n t  

o f  th e  b a t t le ,  a n d  th a t  w e  c a n  n e v e r  p u t  o f f  “ th e  w h o le  a rm o r  o f  G o d .”  f t  is  a  w re s t l in g  w ith  s p ir i tu a l  w ic k e d n e s s  

in  th e  h ig h  p la c e s o f  s u b t le ty  a n d  s tr e n g th , in  w h ic h  s o u ls p e r ish  b e fo re  o u r  e y e s , a n d  w e  o u rs e lv e s a re  in  

d a n g e r . T h is  b ra c e s  a n d  c o n f irm s  o u r  c o u ra g e  a n d  s e lf -c o m m a n d . B u t  th e  p e t ty  a n d  p a l try  f a u lts  o f  g o o d  p e o p le ,  

th e  l i t t le n e s s  a n d  th e  s e lf is h n e s s , th e  s e lf -p le a s in g  a n d  th e  r e f in e d  in s e n s ib i li ty  to  th e  s o r ro w s , s u f fe r in g s , a n d  

s in s  th a t  a re  a ro u n d  th e m  —  th e s e  th in g s  i r r ita te  a n d  p ro v o k e  w ith o u t  ro u s in g  o u r  s e lf - c o n tro l . W e  a re  te m p te d  

to  f r e t a n d  c o m p la in  u n d e r  o u r  d is a p p o in tm e n ts  f ro m  g o o d  p e o p le ; a n d  w e  u n d e r s ta n d  S . P a u l ’s  d is a p p o in tm e n t  

w h e n  h e  s a id , “ I  h a v e  n o  m a n  s o  o f  th e  s a m e  m in d , w h o  w ith  s in c e re  a f fe c t io n  is  s o l ic i to u s  fo r  y o u ; fo r  a l l s e e k  

th e  th in g s  th a t  a re  th e ir  o w n , n o t  th e  th in g s  th a t a re  J e s u s  C h r is t’s .”  A s  a  ru le , th e y  w h o  ta lk  m o s t  d o  le a s t , a n d  

th e y  w h o  a re  a lw a y s  a s k in g  w h y  th is  o r  th a t  is  n o t  d o n e  a re  th e  la s t to  d o  w h a t is  n e e d e d . O u r  p e o p le  m a y  b e  

d iv id e d  in to  ta lk e rs  a n d  d o e r s : th e  d o e r s  a re  s i le n t , a n d  th e  w o rk  is  d o n e ; th e  ta lk e rs  m o s tly  f in d  f a u l t w ith  th e  



w a y  o f  d o in g  i t , a n d  th e  w o rk  i ts e lf  w  h e n  d o n e . C o m p la in in g  is  th e ir  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  th e  w o rk , a n d  th e y  g iv e  

l i t t le  e ls e . I t  is  s a d  a n d  s tra n g e  h o w  f e w  w ill g iv e  th e ir  p e r s o n a l s e rv ic e . T h e y  w ill  g iv e  m o n e y , b u t  n o t  t im e  a n d  

t ro u b le . A lm s g iv in g  h a s  le s s  s e lf -d e n ia l  th a n  p e rs o n a l  w o rk . B u t  p e r s o n a l c a re  o f  th e  s ic k  o r  th e  s o r ro w fu l  o r  th e  

s in fu l is  m o re  p re c io u s  in  G o d ’s  s ig h t  th a n  a l l  g o ld  a n d  s i lv e r .

4 .  A n o th e r  o f  th e  s o rro w s  o f  a  p r ie s t  is  f ro m  f a ls e  b re th re n . U n d e r  th is  n a m e  m a y  b e  c la s s e d  n o t o n ly  

a p o s ta te s  a n d  m e n  o f  u n s o u n d  f a i th ,  b u t  d is se m b le r s  a n d  b e tra y e rs  o f  s e c re ts , a n d  w h is p e re r s  a n d  m u n n u re rs  a n d  

d e tra c to r s , a n d  th o se  w h o  h a n g  a b o u t a  p r ie s t ’ s  h o u s e , a n d  n o te  a n d  o b s e rv e  a n d  p ic k  u p  a n d  e a rn , a w a y  e v e ry  

d is c o n te n t a n d  g r ie f  a n d  g ru d g e  th a t is  a g a in s t h im . S u c h  m e n  a re  u s u a l ly  p ro fu s e  in  w o rd s  o f  r e s p e c t a n d  o f  

p e r s o n a l a t ta c h m e n t  a n d  o f  d e v o te d  lo y a lty . T h e ir  r e v e re n c e  is  s e rv i le , a n d  th e ir  p ro fe s s io n s  o f  g o o d w il l  b e y o n d  

a l l m e a s u re . W h o  c a n  s u s p e c t  s u c h  m e n  w ith o u t  r a s h  ju d g m e n t a n d  a n  u n g e n e ro u s  m in d ?  T h e  b e t te r  a  p r ie s t  is , 

th e  m o re  t ru s tfu l h e  w ill  b e . H e  b e l ie v e s  o th e r s  to  b e  a s  h im s e lf ; h e  h a te s  d is s im u la t io n , a n d  b e l ie v e s  o th e r  m e n  

to  b e  in c a p a b le  o f  i t . T h e re fo re  h e  a n s w e rs  s im p ly  a n d  w ith o u t s u s p ic io n , a n d  w h e re  h e  c a n  s p e a k  o u t h e  te l ls  

th e  q u e s t io n e r a l l h e  w a n ts to  k n o w . In  a  l i t t le  w h ile  a  c lo u d  o f  m is u n d e rs ta n d in g s ,  m is re p re s e n ta t io n s , a n d  

m iss ta te m e n ts  c o m e  l ik e  g n a ts  a b o u t  th e  p r ie s t ’s  h e a d . W h e n c e , w h y , a n d  w h a t a b o u t , w h o  c a n  te l l?  F r ie n d s h ip s  

a re  b ro k e n , r e s e n tm e n ts  a re  k in d le d , th e  p a r ish  is  d iv id e d , d is se n s io n s  s e p a ra te  f a m il ie s . A t la s t th e  p o o r  p r ie s t  

r e m e m b e rs  th e  d a y  a n d  th e  m a n  a n d  th e  q u e s t io n s . I t is  a  le s s o n  fo r  l i f e ; n o t th e  f i rs t , p e rh a p s , n o r  th e  la s t . A n d  

y e t  p e o p le  b la m e  h im  fo r  r e s e n  e  a n d  s i le n c e , a s  i f  i t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  b u rn t in to  h im  b y  c a u tc iy . F a lse  b re th re n  a re  

b a d  e n o u g h ; b u t f a ls e  s is te r s a re  w o rse , in  th e  m e a s u re  in  w h ic h  th e y  a re  le s s  a c c u ra te  in  h e a r in g  a n d  m o re  

u n w e a r ie d  in  r e ta i l in g .

T h e s e  th in g s  a re  v e x a t io u s ;  b u t  th e re  a re  w o rs e  s t i ll . T h e re  a re  f a ls e  b re th re n  w h o  c a rp  a t  e v e ry  a c t o f  

a u th o r i ty , a n d  c r i tic iz e  e v e n  w o rd . T h e y  a re  th o ro u g h ly  o u t o f  h a rm o n y  w ith  th o s e  w h o  a re  o v e r  th e m . T h e  

p a r ish  p r ie s t n e v e r  d o e s  r ig h t , a n d  c a n  d o  n o th in g  a r ig h t . A n d  th is  m u n n u r in g  in fe c ts  o th e r s  w ith  d is c o n te n t .  

T h e se  t i l in g s , in  th e m se lv e s c o n te m p tib le , w ill n e v e r th e le s s s e t a  p a r ish  in  c o n te n t io n  a g a in s t th e ir  p r ie s t. A  

s p ir i t o f  c r i t ic is m , o n c e  ro u s e d , is  r a v e n o u s  a n d  u n re le n t in g . P e a c e  a n d  c h a r i ty  a re  d e s tro y e d , a n d  i l l -w il l a r is e s  

b e tw e e n  f lo c k  a n d  p a s to r , f ro m  w h o s e  h a n d s  th e y  r e c e iv e  th e  a b s o lu t io n  o f  th e  m o s t P re c io u s  B lo o d  a n d  th e  

B re a d  o f  e te rn a l l i f e . A t f i r s t s ig h t s o m e  m a y  w o n d e r  w h y  S . P a u l , a f te r  s u m m in g  u p  a  b la c k  l is t o f  th e  s in s  o f  

th e  f le s h , a d d s  " e n m it ie s ,  c o n te n t io n s , e m u la t io n s , w ra th s , q u a r re ls , d is s e n s io n s , s e c ts ."  a n d  c lo s e s  th e  l is t  w ith  

‘ ‘m u rd e r s , d ru n k e n n e s s ,  r e v e l in g s , a n d  s u c h l ik e .”  In  t ru th , th e  s p ir i tu a l s in s  o f  ‘ ‘e n m it ie s  a n d  d is s e n s io n s ”  a re  

m o re  S a ta n ic  th a n  th e  s in s  o f  th e  f le s h , fo r  S a ta n  h a s  n o  b o d y ; a n d  th e y  a re  m o re  a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  G o d , b e c a u se  

th e y  a re  s p ir i tu a l  a n d  G o d  is  c h a r i ty .

5 .  T h e  la s t  g re a t  s o r ro w  o f  a  p r ie s t  th a t  c a n  n o w  b e  a d d e d  is  th e  f a l l  o f  a  b ro th e r  p r ie s t . I t  m a y  b e  o f  o n e  

w h o  h a s  g ro w n  u p  w ith  h im  f ro m  b o y h o o d , a n d  w a s  o rd a in e d  w ith  h im  o n  th e  s a m e  d a y , o r  o f  o n e  o v e r  w h o m  

h e  h a s  w a tc h e d  w ith  th e  c a re  a n d  h o p e  o f  a n  e ld e r  b ro th e r . H e  w a s  o n c e  in n o c e n t ,  b r ig h t  in  m in d , s in g le  o f  h e a r t , 

h is  in te lh g e n c e  fu l l o f  l ig h t , a n d  h is  n a tu ra l  p o w e rs  la rg e ly  u n fo ld e d . H is  o u ts e t w a s  fu l l  o f  p ro m ise . E v e n  o n e  

lo o k e d  fo rw a rd  to  a  l i f e  o f  m u lt ip ly in g  u s e fu ln e s s  a n d  o f  s a c e rd o ta l p e r fe c t io n . A ll a t o n c e , a s a  t r e e  b re a k s  

a s u n d e r  a n d  s h o w s  d e c a y  a t th e  h e a r t , h e  f a l ls , o r  l i t t le  b y  l i t t le  th e  le a v e s  g ro w  p a le  a n d  d ro o p , a n d  a  s ic k l in e s s  

w h ic h  n o n e  c a n  u n d e r s ta n d  o v e r sp re a d s  th e  t r e e . S o m e s e c re t te m p ta t io n , s o m e  p e r i lo u s a l lu re m e n t , s o m e  

u n c h a s te n e d  in t im a c y , s o m e c lo u d in g o f th e c o n sc ie n c e , s o m e r e la x a t io n  o f m le , s o m e n e g le c t o f s e lf 

e x a m in a t io n , s o m e  o m is s io n s  o f  p ra y e r , s o m e  f a ta l o p p o r tu n i ty , w h e n  c o n s c ie n c e  is s i le n c e d , a n d  th e  w ill is  

w e a k  a n d  th e  te m p ta t io n  s tro n g  —  th e n  c o m e s  th e  f i rs t  f a l l , a f te r  w h ic h  to  f a l l a g a in  a n d  a g a in  is  e a sy . T h e  g u lf  

is  p a ss e d ,  a n d  h e  e n te r s  u p o n  a n  u n k n o w n  w o r ld  ubi nullus ordo et umbra mortis. H e  w o n d e rs  to  f in d  h im s e lf  in  

a  s ta te  s o  s tra n g e  a n d  n e w . a n d  to  b e  s o  l i t t le  a f ra id . O n c e  h e  th o u g h t  th a t a f te r  s u c h  a  f a l l h e  s h o u ld  h a v e  d ie d ;  

b u t n o w  h e  f in d s  h is  l i f e  w h o le  in  h im . A n d  G o d  o n ly , a n d  o n e  m o re , k n o w  th e  t ru th , a n d  th e  t ru th  n e e d  n e v e r  

c o m e  o u t . T h e  s e a l o f  c o n fe s s io n  w ill c o v e r  i t ; a n d  o u tw a rd ly  h e  is  th e  s a m e  m a n  —  p r ie s t a n d  p a s to r . W h o  s h a l l  

k n o w  i t  i f  h e  d o  n o t  b e tra y  h im se lf?  T o  s h r in k  f ro m  w o rk , to  c e a s e  to  b e  s e e n  a n d  h e a rd , w o u ld  c a ll a t te n t io n  

a n d  a w a k e n  c u r io s ity . H e  g o e s o n  a s b e fo re , o r r a th e r h e  is m o re  s e e n  a n d  m o re  h e a rd  th a n  e v e r . N o b o d y  

s u s p e c ts  h im . T h e  s to n e  in  th e  w a ll is  s i le n t , a n d  th e  t im b e r  in  th e  ro o f  d o e s  n o t  c ry  o u t; w h o , th e n , c a n  k n o w ?  

N o b o d y  c o u ld  p ro v e  a n y th in g ,  e v e n  i f  p e o p le  s u s p e c t. S a fe ty  is  im p u n ity , a n d  im p u n ity  le a d s  to  im p e n ite n c e . In  

th e  e n d  a l l c o m e s  o u t in to  th e  l ig h t, n o t s o  m u c h  b y  th e  s e a rc h  o f  m a n  a s  b y  th e  f in g e r  o f  G o d . L o n g  im p u n ity  

g iv e s t im e  a n d  o c c a s io n  fo r  a  lo n g  c a re e r o f  r e i te ra te d  s in s , a n d  a  d a i ly  p ra c t ic e  o f  s im u la t in g  p ie ty  a n d  o f  

d is s e m b lin g  s in  h a rd e n s  h is  fo re h e a d  a n d  h is  h e a r t . H e  d e f ie s  a l l w itn e s s e s , d e n ie s  a l l e v id e n c e , a n d  p e r s is ts  in  

d e c e iv in g  a l l w h o  c a n  b e  d e c e iv e d . B u t  th e  p r ie s t w h o  lo v e s  h im , a n d  k n o w s  a l l, c a n n o t  b e  d e c e iv e d ; a n d  h is  

s o rro w  is fo r th e  s o u l o n  w h ic h  th e  s a c e rd o ta l c h a ra c te r w a s in d e l ib ly  im p re s s e d  in  th e  d a y  w h e n  h e  w a s  

c o n s e c ra te d  to  b e  th e  l ig h t o f  th e  w o r ld , th e  s a l t o f  th e  e a r th , th e  im a g e  o f  th e  S o n  o f  G o d , a  s h e p h e rd  o f  th e  

s h e e p . H is s o r ro w  is a ls o  fo r  th e  s o u ls  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  w re c k e d  b y  th e  p r ie s t in  h is f a l l ; fo r  th e  s c a n d a l to  th e  

f a i th fu l  a n d  to  th o s e  th a t  a re  w ith o u t , a n d  fo r  th e  s a n c t ity  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  s ta in e d , a n d  fo r  th e  

C h u rc h  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  d is h o n o re d , a n d  fo r  o u r  D iv in e  M a ste r , w h o  h a s  b e e n  o n c e  m o re  s o ld  a n d  b e tra y e d .  

W h a t  s o r ro w  c a n  g o  b e y o n d  th is ?  A ll  th a t  c a n  b e  s a id  is . ‘ ‘A la s , a la s , m y  b ro th e r ! ”



C H A P T E R  X II .

T H E  P R IE S T  U N D E R  F A L S E  A C C U S A T IO N S

G O D  m ig h t  h a v e  r e d e e m e d  th e  w o r ld  b y  a  m a n ife s ta t io n  o f  H is  g lo ry ; b u t  H e  c h o s e  to  d o  i t  b y  s h a m e . J e s u s  w a s  

r e je c te d  o f  m e n , a n d  th e y  h id  th e ir  f a c e s  f ro m  H im  a s  i f  a s h a m e d  to  o w n  H im . T h is  lo t  H e  h a s  b e q u e a th e d  to  u s .  

J e s u s  w a s  f a ls e ly  a c c u se d . N o  m a n  e v e r  m o re  s o . H e  w a s  c a lle d  a  S a m a r ita n , a n d  to ld  th a t  H e  h a d  a  d e v il . H e  

w a s  “ a  g lu t to n o u s  m a n  a n d  a  w in e -b ib b e r ,  a  f r ie n d  o f  p u b lic a n s  a n d  s in n e r s .”  H e  w a s  a  d e c e iv e r , a n d  a  s e d u c e r ,  

a n d  s e d i t io u s ; s t ir r in g  u p  th e  p e o p le , f e ig n in g  to  b e  a  k in g  a n d  a  p ro p h e t , b e in g  a  p re te n d e r  a n d  a  b la sp h e m e r .  

H e  s u f fe re d  a l l  th e  p e n a lt ie s  o f  s in , i ts  g u il t  o n ly  e x c e p te d .

1 . F a ls e  a c c u s a t io n  w a s  h a te fu l  to  H im , b e c a u s e  o f  H is  p e r fe c t  h o lin e s s . T o  b e  b a p tiz e d  a s  i f  H e  w e re  a  

s in n e r  w a s  a n  a c t  o f  d iv in e  h u m il i ty . T h e  e y e s  o f  a l l  w e re  f ix e d  u p o n  H im . H e  w a s  c o u n te d  a s  o n e  o f  th e  s in n e r s  

o f  J e ru s a le m . I t  w a s  b it te r  to  b e  e v e n  s u sp e c te d . B u t  to  b e  a c c u s e d  a s  a  s in n e r  w a s  a n  in f in i te  h u m il ia t io n . T h e  

b it te rn e s s  o f  s in  e n te re d  in to  H is  s in le s s  s o u l . H e  ta s te d  th e  h o r ro r  a n d  th e  s h a m e  e v e n  o f  th o s e  w h o  a re  ju s tly  

a c c u se d . In n o c e n t m e n  a r ra ig n e d  a t  th e  b a r , a n d  th o u g h  f a ls e ly  y e t s k i l lfu l ly  a c c u s e d  o f  a tro c io u s  c r im e s , h a v e  

a f te rw a rd s  to ld  u s  th a t , fo r  a  t im e , th e y  h a d  th e  h o r r ib le  s e n s e  o f  g u il t  u p o n  th e m . A n d , in  th e  m e a s u re  o f  th e ir  

in n o c e n c e , th e ir  h a tre d  o f  th e  e v i l la id  to  th e ir  c h a rg e  w ill  b e  m o re  a c u te . T o  th e  s in fu l i t  b r in g s  l i t t le  p a in ; fo r  

s in  d e a d e n s  th e  p e rc e p t io n  o f  th e  b a s e n e s s , th e  g ro s s n e s s , th e  d e a d lin e s s  o f  s in . T h e  a g o n y  o f  o u r  D iv in e  L o rd  in  

th e  G a rd e n  c a m e  f ro m  th e  v is io n  a n d  th e  c o n ta c t o f  th e  s in  o f  th e  w o r ld . T h e  s in s  o f  m a n k in d  b e fo re  th e  F lo o d ,  

th e  s in s  o f  th e  t r ib e s  o f  I s r a e l , th e  s in s  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  w o r ld ,  a n d , a b o v e  a l l.  th e  s in s  o f  H is  o w n  p r ie s ts  —  th e s e  

w ru n g  f ro m  H im  a  s w e a t o f  b lo o d . T h e  s a n c t i ty  o f  G o d  in  c o n ta c t w ith  th e  s in  o f  th e  w o r ld  c a u s e d  a  s o r ro w  

“ u n to  d e a th .”  F o r  th o u g h  G o d  c a n n o t s o r ro w  a s G o d , G o d  In c a rn a te  s o r ro w e d  b y  th e  s u f fe r in g  o f  H is s in le s s  

h u m a n ity  in  t l i is  w o r ld  o f  s in .

In  th e  m e a s u re , th e n , o f  th e  in n o c e n c e  a n d  p u r i ty  o f  a  p r ie s t ’ s  l i f e  a n d  h e a r t  w ill  b e  h is  s u f fe r in g  w h e n  

f a ls e ly  a c c u s e d . T h e y  w h o  a c c u s e  h im  l i t t le  k n o w  th e  p a in  th e y  in f l ic t . T h e y  h a v e  n o t  h is  d e lic a c y  o f  c o n s c ie n c e ,  

o r  th e  p u r i ty  o f  h is  h e a r t , o r  h is  je a lo u s y  fo r  th e  p r ie s th o o d  a n d  fo r  th e  N a m e  o f  o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r . S o  f a r  “ th e y  

k n o w  n o t w h a t  th e y  d o .”  T h e  c o a rs e , a n d  th e  m d e , a n d  th e  v in d ic t iv e , a n d  th e  m a le v o le n t , a n d  e v e n  th e  fo o l is h  

a n d  th e  r e c k le s s  in  s p e e c h , w ith  n o  i l l -w il l , p e rh a p s ,  b u t  w ith  g re a t w a n t o f  c a u t io n , o f te n  in f lic t  w o u n d s  u p o n  a  

g o o d  p r ie s t w h ic h  a re  n e v e r  h e a le d . T h e y  w o u ld  c a re  l i t t le  i f  i t w e re  s a id  o f  th e m s e lv e s ; a n d  th a t  is , p e rh a p s ,  

th e ir  o n ly  e x c u se , a n d  a  v e ry ' m e a n  o n e .

2 .  A n d  th e  f a ls e  a c c u s a tio n s  a g a in s t o u r  D iv in e  S a v io r  c a m e  f ro m  th o s e  to  w h o m  H e  w a s  a lw a y s  d o in g  

g o o d . F o r  th re e  lo n g  y e a r s  in  m e e k n e s s  a n d  g e n tle n e s s  H e  s p o k e  w ith  th e m  o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d . H e  h e a le d  

th e ir  s ic k , a n d  c le a n se d  th e ir  le p e r s , a n d  o p e n e d  th e  e y e s o f  th e ir  b lin d , a n d  f e d  th e  h u n g ry , a n d  r a is e d  th e ir  

d e a d . A n d  th e  p e o p le  h e a rd  H im  g la d ly , a n d  th e  l i t t le  c h i ld re n  c a m e  to  H im  w ith o u t f e a r . V ir tu e  w e n t o u t o f  

H im  to  i l lu m in a te , to  s a n c t i ty ', a n d  to  c o n s o le . A n d  y e t  H e  w a s  h a te d ; a n d  a t  o n e  t im e  th e y  s o u g h t  to  k il l  H im . a t  

a n o th e r  to  c a s t H im  d o w n  f ro m  th e  h il l o n  w h ic h  th e y  d w e lt . A n d  th e y  s p o k e  a g a in s t  H im , a n d  a c c u s e d  H im  

f a ls e ly . T h e y  r e tu rn e d  h a tre d  fo r  H is  lo v e , a n d  r e v i l in g  fo r  H is  p a t ie n c e . T h is  a d d e d  a  s p e c ia l  p a in .

E v e ry  p r ie s t m u s t  b e  r e a d y  to  b e a r  th e  s a m e . T h o s e  fo r  w h o m  w e  h a v e  d o n e  m o s t a re  o f te n  th e  m o s t  

th a n k le s s ;  a n d  a t  th e  f i r s t r e p ro o f  o r  th e  f i rs t  r e fu s a l , h o w e v e r  s m a ll , b re a k  o u t  in to  b it te r  i l l -w il l . I t  is  a  p ro v e rb  

th a t  m e n  fo rg e t th e  s c o re  o f  t im e s  th a t  w e  h a v e  s a id  y e s . a n d  r e m e m b e r  o n ly  th e  o n c e  th a t  w e  s a y  n o . O f  t i r e  te n  

le p e rs  o n ly  o n e  r e tu rn e d  to  g iv e  th a n k s , a n d  h e  w a s  a  S a m a ri ta n . P r ie s ts . L e v ite s . a n d  J e w s  p a s se d  th e  w o u n d e d  

m a n  b y  th e  w a y s id e . O n ly  o n e  w a s  fo u n d  to  h e lp  h im . a n d  h e , to o . w a s  a  S a m a r ita n . T h e  J e w s  w e re  b lin d e d  w ith  

th e  e x c e s s  o f  l ig h t , a n d  s u r fe i te d  w ith  th e  a b u n d a n c e  o f  th e ir  m e rc ie s . T h e y  to o k  a l l a s  a  r ig h t , a n d  c ru c if ie d  th e  

L o rd  o f  g lo ry . B u t th e  S a m a r ita n s , in  th e ir  a u s te re  s c a rc ity  o f  l ig h t a n d  g ra c e , w e re  q u ic k e r  to  p e rc e iv e  th e  

g o o d n e s s  a n d  th e  la w  o f  G o d . S o  i t  is  o f te n  in  o u r  f lo c k . T h e  f a v o re d  b e c o m e  p a m p e re d , a n d  th e y  w h o  h a v e  h a d  

le a s t  c a re  h a v e  m o s t  g ra t i tu d e .

3 .  A n d  th e  f a ls e  a c c u s a t io n s  c a m e  e s p e c ia l ly  f ro m  th o s e  w h o  k n e w  H im . W e  r e a d  th a t  a t  o n e  t im e  e v e n  

H is  b re th re n  d id  n o t  b e l ie v e  in  H im . A n d  a t  la s t  o n e  o f  H is  tw e lv e  d is c ip le s  b e tra y e d  H im . I t o f te n  h a p p e n s  th a t  

a  p r ie s t  is  f a ls e ly  a c c u se d  b y  s o m e  o n e  fo r  w h o m  h e  h a s  h a d  a  s p e c ia l  in t im a c y , a n d  o n  w h o m  h e  h a s  b e s to w e d  a  

s p e c ia l c a re . I t m a y  b e  s o m e  s o u l r e a d y  to  p e r ish  w h o m  h e  h a s  p lu c k e d  a s  a  b ra n d  f ro m  th e  b u rn in g . I t o f te n  

h a p p e n s  th a t  th e y  fo r  w h o m  w e  d o  m o s t  a re  le a s t  g ra te fu l a n d  m o s t  m a lic io u s . B e c a u se  s o  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  

fo r  th e m , th e y  e x a c t m o re ; a n d  b e c a u se  m o re  c a n n o t b e  d o n e , th e y  b re a k  o u t in  je a lo u s y  a n d  v in d ic t iv e n e s s . I t  

w o u ld  b e  b u t  a  l i t t le  th in g  i f  e n e m ie s  w h o  d o  n o t  k n o w  u s  s p e a k  a g a in s t  u s ; b u t  w h e n  f a m ilia r  f r ie n d s , w h o  h a v e  

b e e n  f r e e ly  a d m it te d  to  o u r  c o n f id e n c e  a n d  w ith in  o u r  g u a rd , w h o  h a v e  l iv e d  u n d e r  o u r  ro o f  a n d  b ro k e n  b re a d  

w ith  u s  —  w h e n  th e y  tu rn  a n d  a c c u se  u s , i t is  f a r m o re  b it te r . Inimici hominis domestici ejus. T h e  c a re  a n d  

k in d n e ss a n d  fo rb e a ra n c e  w e  h a v e  s h o w n  to  th e m  is a l l lo s t . S o m e  p a s s io n  o f  je a lo u s y  o r s e lf - in te re s t h a s  

m a s te re d  th e m . T h e y  f i r s t tu rn  f ro m  u s , a n d  th e n  tu rn  u p o n  u s . I f  th e y  h a d  b e e n  s tr a n g e r s a n d  u n k n o w n , w e  

c o u ld  h a v e  b e t te r  b o m e  i t ; b u t f ro m  th e m  i t h a s  a  m a n ifo ld  in g ra t i tu d e . T h e y  k n o w  u s  b e t te r  th a n  o th e r  m e n .  

T h e ir  a c c u s a t io n s  a re  n o t  f ro m  ig n o ra n c e  o r  m is ta k e . T h e y  k n o w  th e  f a ls e n e s s , b e c a u se  th e y  k n o w  th e  t ru th : a n d  

th a t  g a l ls  th e m . T h e y  c a n  f in d  n o th in g  a g a in s t  u s  t ru ly ; th e re fo re  th e y  a re  i r r i ta te d , a n d  g o  to  S a ta n 's  fo rg e  fo r  



l ie s . S is te r  E m m e r ic h  s a y s  th a t S a ta n  in  G e th se m a n e  a s k e d  o u r  L o rd  w h a t H e  h a d  d o n e  w ith  a l l th e  m o n e y  th a t  

c a m e  f ro m  th e  la n d s  th a t  M a ry  s o ld  a t  M a g d a la .

4 .  A n d  th e  f a ls e  a c c u s a t io n  a g a in s t o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r  w a s  b e l ie v e d  b y . n o t  a  f e w , b u t  b y  th e  m a jo r i ty  

o f  m e n . T h e  b a d  b e l ie v e d  i t r e a d i ly , a n d  r e jo ic e d  th a t H e  w a s  o n e  o f  th e m se lv e s . H e  h a d  r e b u k e d  th e m , a n d  

w a rn e d  th e m , a n d  i r r i ta te d  th e m  b y  H is  e x a m p le ; a n d  c ro s se d  th e ir  t r a d e  o f  w ic k e d n e s s , a n d  d e fe a te d  th e ir  p la n s ,  

a n d . i t m a y  b e . h a d  s a v e d  th e  in n o c e n t o u t o f  th e ir  h a n d s . I t w a s  jo y  to  th e m  th a t H e  c o u ld  b e  b la c k e n e d  b y  

a c c u s a t io n , w h ic h , h o w e v e r  f a ls e , w o u ld  s t il l  le a v e  i ts  s ta in , a n d  n e v e r  b e  fo rg o t te n . T h is  w a s  s h a rp  e n o u g h . B u t  

i t w a s  w o rs e  w h e n  H e  s a w  th a t th e  g o o d  b e l ie v e d  H im  to  b e  g u il ty : th a t th e y  fo r so o k  H im , a n d  s h u n n e d  H im ,  

a n d  p a s s e d  H im  b y . T h e  a n im o s i ty  o f  im m o ra l m in d s  w a s  e a s ie r  to  b e a r  th a n  th e  c o n d e m n a tio n  o f  th e  g o o d ;  

w h o . b e in g  d e c e iv e d , b e l ie v e d  w h a t w a s s a id  a g a in s t H im . T h e n  th e  ru le r s  a n d  g u id e s o f  th e  p e o p le  —  th e  

s c r ib e s a n d  th e  p r ie s ts , th e  m e n  o f  s tr ic t  o b s e rv a n c e  a n d  la rg e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  la w  —  th e y  d is a p p ro v e d  a n d  

d is c o u n te n a n c e d  H is e x a g g e ra te d  te a c h in g a n d H is u n u su a l w a y o f l i fe : s o m e tim e s a l l n ig h t in  p ra y e r ,  

s o m e tim e s  e a t in g  a n d  d r in k in g  w ith  s in n e r s . T h is  M a n , i f  H e  w e re  a  p ro p h e t , w o u ld  k n o w ; b u t H e  d o e s  n o t  

k n o w , th e re fo re  H e  is  n o  p ro p h e t ; a n d  i f  n o t  a  p ro p h e t ,  th e n  H e  is  p re te n t io u s  in  H is  w a y s ,  a n d  p re s u m p tu o u s  in  

H is c o n d e m n a tio n s e v e n  o f  th e  s c r ib e s w h o  s i t in  th e  s e a t o f  M o s e s . H a v e  a n y  o f  th e  ru le r s o f  th e  p e o p le  

b e l ie v e d  in  H im ?  I f  n o t , n o  o n e  s h o u ld  b e l ie v e in  H im . M a n y  a  g o o d  p r ie s t is  c r i t ic iz e d , c e n s u re d , a c c u s e d ,  

c o n d e m n e d ,  lo u d ly  o r  in  s i le n c e , a n d  a l l  th a t  is  s a id  a g a in s t  h im  is  b e l ie v e d  a n d  r e p e a te d . In  th e  h o m e s  w h e re  h e  

u s e d  to  b e  w e lc o m e  th e re  is  c o n s tra in t . In  th e  f r ie n d s  w h o  u s e d  to  g re e t h im  th e re  is  a  d is ta n c e . T h e  f a ls e h o o d  

h a s  d o n e  i ts  w o rk , a n d  n o  c o n tra d ic tio n  c a n  e v e r o v e r ta k e  i t . I t fo l lo w s  h im  l ik e  a  s h a d o w ; a n d  i t d a rk e n s  l i is  

p a th  w h e re v e r  h e  g o e s . I t h a s  b e c o m e  a  p a r t o f  l i is p u b lic  r e p u ta t io n ; th e  m a jo r i ty  b e l ie v e  i t to  b e  t ru e . H is  

b ro th e r  p r ie s ts  b e l ie v e  i t . H is  B is h o p  b e l ie v e s  i t , a n d  d o e s  n o t  c le a r  h im . T h e  h o ly  a n g e ls  k n o w  i t  to  b e  f a ls e . B u t  

th e  p r ie s t w a s  p re d e s t in e d  to  b e  c o n fo rm e d  to  th e  im a g e  o f  th e  S o n ; a n d  H e  w a s  a c c u s e d  f a ls e ly , a n d  m e n  

b e l ie v e d  i t  to  b e  t ru e .

5 .  L a s t ly , o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r  d ie d  u n d e r  th e  c lo u d  o f  f a ls e  a c c u s a t io n . H e  w a s n e v e r c le a re d  o f  th e  

r e p ro a c h , th o u g h  th e w itn e s se s c o u ld  n o t a g re e to g e th e r . W h a t m a tte r? T h e h ig h  p r ie s t a n d  th e s c r ib e s  

c o n d e m n e d  H im , a n d  th e  m a jo r i ty  c r ie d , “ C ru c ify  H im . W h a t  m o re  n e e d  h a v e  w e  o f  w itn e s se s ? ”  H is  n a m e  w a s  

b la c k e n e d , a n d  H e  d ie d  u p o n  th e  C ro s s  d e s e r te d  b y  f r ie n d s , a b a n d o n e d  b y  m e n , a n d  fo r s a k e n  b y  G o d . H e  d ie d  

a s  a  m a le fa c to r  b e tw e e n  m a le fa c to rs , in  th e  s ig h t o f  th e  m u lt itu d e  w h o  o n c e  b e l ie v e d  H im  to  b e  a  p ro p h e t , a n d  

n o w  b e l ie v e d  H im  to  b e  a  b la s p h e m e r . E v e n  a f te r  H is  d e a th  th is  i l l n a m e  s u rv iv e d  H im . “ T h is  d e c e iv e r  s a id , 

w h ile  H e  w a s  y e t  a l iv e .”  T h is  s a m e  lo t  H e  le f t  b e h in d  H im  to  th e m  th a t  a re  H is . “ G o d  h a th  s e t  fo r th  u s  A p o s tle s ,  

th e  la s t , a s  i t  w e re , a p p o in te d  to  d e a th . W e  a re  m a d e  a  s p e c ta c le  to  th e  w o r ld , a n d  to  a n g e ls , a n d  to  m e n . W e  a re  

fo o ls  fo r  C h r is t’ s  s a k e ; b u t  y o u  a re  w ise  in  C h r is t. W e  a re  w e a k ;  b u t  y o u  a re  s tro n g . Y o u  a re  h o n o ra b le ; b u t  w e  

a re  w ith o u t  h o n o r . E v e n  u n to  th is  h o u r  w e  b o th  h u n g e r  a n d  th irs t , a n d  a re  n a k e d , a n d  a re  b u f fe te d ; a n d  h a v e  n o  

f ix e d  a b o d e . A n d  w e  la b o r , w o rk in g  w ith  o u r  o w n  h a n d s ; w e  a re  r e v i le d , a n d  w e  b le s s ; w e  a re  p e rs e c u te d , a n d  

w e  s u f fe r  i t . W e  a re  b la s p h e m e d , a n d  w e  e n tre a t. W e  a re  m a d e  th e  r e fu s e  o f  th is  w o r ld , th e  o f f - s c o u r in g  o f  a l l  

e v e n  u n ti l n o w .”  “ T h e  d is c ip le  is  n o t  a b o v e  h is  m a s te r , n o r  th e  s e rv a n t a b o v e  h is  lo rd . I f  th e y  h a v e  c a lle d  th e  

M a s te r  o f  th e  h o u s e  B e e lz e b u b , h o w  m u c h  m o re  th e m  o f  th e  h o u se h o ld . ”  W h y  s h o u ld  w e  c o m p la in  i f  w e  b e  

b la c k e n e d  w ith  a c c u sa t io n , a n d  d ie  u n d e r  i t?  In n o c e n c e  f a ls e ly  a c c u se d  is  a  c lo s e  c o n fo rm ity  to  th e  S o n  o f  G o d .

T h re e  th o u g h ts ,  a r is in g  f ro m  a l l  th is , m a y  g iv e  u s  b o th  p e a c e  a n d  s tr e n g th  w h e n  w e  a re  f a ls e ly  a c c u s e d .  

T h e  f i rs t is , th a t in n o c e n c e , s u f fe r in g  u n d e r  s in , s u f fe r s  fo r  s in n e rs . I t is  w h a t S . P a u l d e sc r ib e s  a s  “ f i ll in g  u p  

th o s e  t i l in g s  th a t a re  w a n tin g  o f  th e  s u f fe r in g s  o f  C h r is t .”  T h e  s u f fe r in g s  o f  th e  H e a d  r e d e e m e d  th e  w o r ld . T h e  

in f in ite  m e r i ts  o f  th e  C ro s s  h a v e  p u rc h a se d  a l l  th in g s  fo r  u s . B u t  th e  s u f fe r in g  o f  th e  m y s tic a l  B o d y ,  a n d  o f  e v e ry  

m e m b e r  o f  i t , is  u n ite d  to  th e  P a s s io n  o f  J e su s , a n d  th ro u g h  H im  i t  a s c e n d s , a s  a n  a c t  o f  o b e d ie n c e , a n d  p a t ie n c e ,  

a n d  s e lf -o b la t io n , to  th e  F a th e r .

T h e s e c o n d  th o u g h t is , th a t s i im e rs a re n e v e r s o n e a r th e ir D iv in e M a s te r a s w h e n  th e y s u f fe r  

in n o c e n t ly . S . P e te r  s a y s : “ D e a r ly  b e lo v e d , th in k  n o t s tra n g e  th e  b u rn in g  h e a t , w h ic h  is  to  t ty  y o u , a s  i f  s o m e  

n e w  th in g  h a p p e n e d  to  y o u ; b u t i f  y o u  p a r ta k e  o f  th e  s u ffe r in g  o f  C h r is t , r e jo ic e  th a t  w h e n  H is  g lo ry  s h a l l b e  

r e v e a le d  y o u  m a y  a ls o  b e  g la d  w ith  e x c e e d in g  jo y . F o r  i f  y o u  b e  r e p ro a c h e d  fo r  th e  n a m e  o f  C h r is t  y o u  s h a ll  b e  

b le s s e d ; fo r  th a t  w h ic h  is  o f  th e  h o n o r , g lo ry , a n d  p o w e r  o f  G o d . a n d  th a t  w h ic h  is  H is  S p ir i t , r e s te th  u p o n  y o u ."  

I f  w e  a te  o n  o u r  L o rd ’s  s id e  w e  s h a l l s u f fe r  b o th  fo r  H im  a n d  w ith  H im . W h e re v e r  H is  C ro s s  is . th e re  H e  is  a lso .  

N e v e r  s o  n e a r a s  w h e n  w e  n e e d  H im  m o s t . O u r  s h a m e , a n d  p a in  a n d  b u rn in g  o f  h e a r t a re  th e  p le d g e s  o f  H is  

n e a rn e ss , a n d  th a t H e  is  o p e n in g  o u r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  to  k n o w  w h a t  b o o k s  c a n n o t  te a c h  u s . H o w  o f te n  h a v e  w e  

r e a d  th e  w o rd s . “ A  f a i th fu l  s a y in g : fo r  i f  w e  b e  d e a d  w ith  H im . w e  s h a l l l iv e  a ls o  w ith  H im ; i f  w e  s u f fe r , w e  

s h a l l a lso  r e ig n  w ith  H im .”  T o  b e  f a ls e ly  a c c u s e d  is  th e  la s t  c o n fo rm ity  o f  th e  s e rv a n t  to  h is  L o rd .

T h e  th ird  th o u g h t  is , th a t  o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r  h a s  s o m e  g re a te r  w o rk  fo r  u s  to  d o . H e  is  f i t t in g  u s  fo r  i t  b y  

s u f fe r in g , b y  ta k in g  a w a y  th e  s w e e tn e s s ,  w ith o u t  w h ic h  h ire l in g s  w ill  n o t  s e rv e  H im ,  b y  p u r ify in g  o u r  lo v e  f ro m  

r e s e n tm e n t a g a in s t  th o s e  w h o  d e s p i te fu l ly  u s e  u s , a n d  f ro m  a l l w e a k  p ity  fo r  o u rs e lv e s . T il l w e  h a v e  a c c e p te d  

o u r  M a s te r ’ s  lo t, w h o s e  th re e  c o m p a n io n s , B . A n g e la  o f  F o lig n o  s a y s , w e re  P o v e r ty , S o r ro w , a n d  C o n te m p t, w e  

s h a l l n o t  b e  w o r th y  to  b e  p r ie s ts  o r  s o ld ie r s  o f  th e  H e a r t  th a t  w a s  p ie rc e d . H e  g iv e s  to  a l l  H is  s e rv a n ts  a  m e a su re  

o f  w o rk  a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir  p o w e r . T o  th e  m a n y  H e  g iv e s  a n  e a s ie r  ta s k , to  s o m e  a  h a rd e r , to  a  f e w  th e  h a rd e s t o f



a l l. A ll  p r ie s ts  s ta n d  o n  C a lv a ry ;  b u t  s o m e  a re  n e a re r  th a n  o th e r s  to  H is  C ro ss . H e  m e a su re s  o u t  th e  s h a re  o f  H is  

C ro s s  a s  e a c h  c a n  b e a r  i t . S o m e  i t to u c h e s  o n ly  fo r  a  m o m e n t; o n  s o m e  i t  f a l ls  o f te n ; s o m e  h a v e  th e  p ro lo n g e d  

lo t  o f  S im o n  o f  C y re n e ; o th e r s  h a v e  th e  m o c k in g ,  o th e r s  th e  v in e g a r  a n d  g a l l ; s o m e  th e  d e s o la t io n , a n d  a  f e w  th e  

f a ls e  a c c u s a t io n  u n d e r  w h ic h  H e  d ie d . S . R o m u a ld ,  S . P e te r  M a r ty r , S . F ra n c is  o f  S a le s , S . J o se p h  C a la s a n c t iu s ,  

S . V in c e n t o f  P a u l  ta s te d  th is  b it te rn e s s , a n d  m a n y  m o re . I t  m a d e  th e m  S a in ts , a n d  f i t te d  th e m  fo r  th e ir  w o rk ; fo r  

th e y  w e re  c a lle d  to  d o  th e  w o rk s  o f  S a in ts . I f , th e n , w e  h a v e  s o m e  s h a re  in  th is  lo t , i t  is  a  s u re  s ig n  o f  H is  lo v e  

a n d  o f  H is  w ill  to  u s e  u s  in  s o m e  w a y  a s  in s tru m e n ts  o f  H is  p o w e r . L e t  u s , th e n , n e v e r  f a in t  u n d e r  i t  n o r  f e a r , n o r  

g o  a b o u t  fo r  h u m a n  d e fe n d e r s , n o r  u s e  h u m a n  a r ts  fo r  o u r  ju s t i f ic a t io n . L e a v e  i t  to  H im . “ C o m m it  th y  w a y  u n to  

th e  L o rd , a n d  t ru s t in  H im , a n d  H e  w ill d o  i t ; a n d  H e  w ill  b r in g  fo r th  th y  ju s t ic e  a s  th e  l ig h t ,  a n d  th y  ju d g m e n t  a s  

th e  n o o n -d a y .”  W h e n  th is  to k e n  o f  H is  s p e c ia l s e rv ic e  c o m e s  to  y o u , g iv e  th a n k s . S a y , Benedicam Dominum in 

omni tempore. I  w ill  b le s s  th e  L o rd  in  a l l t im e s : in  th e  t im e  o f  p e a c e , a n d  in  th e  t im e  o f  t ro u b le ; in  th e  t im e  o f  

g la d n e s s , a n d  in  th e  t im e  o f  a f f lic t io n ;  in  th e  t im e  w h e n  m e n  t ru s t m e , a n d  in  th e  t im e  w h e n  th e y  m is tm s t  m e ; in  

th e  t im e  w h e n  th e y  s p e a k  m e  f a ir , a n d  in  th e  t im e  w h e n  th e y  la y  to  m y  c h a rg e  e v i l th a t I k n o w  n o t , a n d  

f a ls e h o o d s  th a t  a re  b e l ie v e d  a s  t ru e .

C H A P T E R  X II I .

T H E  P R IE S T ’ S  F R IE N D

IT  is  n o t  to  b e  d e n ie d  th a t  th e  l i f e  o f  a  p r ie s t  is  a  l i f e  o f  a u s te re  lo n e lin e s s . F ro m  th e  d a y  th a t  h e  is  s e t a p a r t  b y  

o rd in a t io n  th e  w o rd s a re tm e  o f  h im , “ W ith o u t f a th e r , w ith o u t m o th e r , w ith o u t g e n e a lo g y , h a v in g  n e i th e r  

b e g in n in g  o f  d a y s n o r  e n d  o f  l i f e ; b u t l ik e n e d  u n to  th e  S o n  o f  G o d , a  p r ie s t fo r  e v e r .”  H e  le a v e s  h o m e  a n d  

f r ie n d s ; h is  b ir th  a n d  n a m e  a n d  r a c e  a re  fo rg o t te n ; n o  o n e  a s k s  w h e re  h e  w a s  b o m ,  o r  c a re s  w h e re  h e  m a y  d ie . 

H e  is  s e p a ra te d  f ro m  th e  w o r ld , a n d  n e v e r  m o re  a lo n e  th a n  w h e n  h e  is  in  th ro n g in g  s tre e ts  a n d  c ro w d e d  ro o m s .  

I t is  tm e  th a t h e  h a s  h is  f lo c k , h is  b re th re n  in  th e  p r ie s th o o d , th e  w h o le  v is ib le  C h u rc h , a n d  a l l  th e  S a in ts  a s  h is  

c o m p a n io n s . B u t  a l l  th is  is  n o t  e n o u g h . T h e re  is  a  n e e d  o f  s o m e th in g  n e a re r  th a n  th is . P r ie s ts  s o m e tim e s  s e e k  i t  

in  f r ie n d s h ip s ,  a n d  in  in n o c e n t  r e la t io n s  o f  s p e c ia l  in t im a c y . T h e y  n e e d , a s  a l l  m e n  d o . th e  solatium humanitatis. 

B u t in  s e e k in g  i t , o r  in  a c c e p t in g  i t , th e y  o f te n  f a l l in to  a  s n a re . “ F o r  b y  w h o m  a  m a n  is  o v e rc o m e , o f  th e  s a m e  

a ls o  h e  is  th e  s la v e ”  B y  w h a ts o e v e r a  m a n  is  o v e rc o m e , b y  th e  s a m e  h e  is  b ro u g h t in  b o n d a g e . T h e re  is n o  

b o n d a g e  g re a te r  fo r  a  p r ie s t  th a n  a n  u n b a la n c e d  p e r s o n a l a t ta c h m e n t . W h e n  h e  w a s  o rd a in e d  h e  g a v e  h is  w h o le  

s o u l  to  h is  D iv in e  M a ste r ;  a n d  in  r e tu rn  h e  r e c e iv e d  th e  l ib e r ty  w h ic h  s e t  h im  f r e e  f ro m  a l l  in o rd in a te  f r ie n d sh ip s  

a n d  a l l u n d u e  a t ta c h m e n ts . T h is  l ib e r ty  c o n s is ts  in  a  p e r fe c t  e q u il ib r iu m  o f  h is  m in d . I t  is  p o is e d  o n  th e  lo v e  o f  

G o d  r e ig n in g  o v e r a l l h is a f fe c t io n s , p e r fe c t in g  th e m  a l l in  w a rm th  a n d  te n d e rn e s s to a l l a b o u t h im , b u t  

fo rb id d in g  th e m  s o  to  a t ta c h  th e m se lv e s  to  a n y  o n e  a s  to  lo s e  th e ir  b a la n c e , o r  th e  p e r fe c t e q u il ib r iu m  o f  th e ir  

m in d . T h e  s u re  s ig n s  o f  a n  u n b a la n c e d  m in d  a re  f r e q u e n t  m e e tin g s ,  m a n y  le tte rs , lo n g  v is its ,  w e a r in e s s  a t  h o m e ,  

r e s t le s s  s e e k in g , w a s te  o f  t im e , im p a tie n c e  o f  s o l i tu d e . W h e n  a  p r ie s t  f in d s  h is  e v e n in g s  te d io u s , h is  o w n  ro o m  

lo n e ly , h is  b o o k s  ta s te le s s , i t  is  c le a r  th a t  h e  h a s  lo s t h is  e q u il ib r iu m . H e  is  in  b o n d a g e  to  s o m e th in g  o r  to  s o m e  

o n e . a n d  h e  h a s  lo s t  h is  p e r fe c t  l ib e r ty  o f  h e a r t . S . J e ro m e  s a y s : “ L e t  th e  c le r ic  w h o  s e n  e s  th e  C h u rc h  o f  C h r is t  

f i rs t in te rp re t h is  n a m e , a n d , f in d in g  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f  h is  n a m e , le t h im  s tr iv e  to  b e  w h a t h e  is  c a l le d . F o r  i f  

κ λ ή ρ ο ς  in  G re e k  is  lot in  L a tin , c le r ic s  a re , th e re fo re , s o  c a lle d  e i th e r  b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  o f  th e  lo t  o f  th e  L o rd , o r  

b e c a u s e  th e  L o rd  is  th e ir  lo t  —  th a t  is , th e  p o r t io n  o f  c le r ic s . H e , th e re fo re , w h o  is  e i th e r  h im se lf  th e  p o r t io n  o f  

th e  L o rd , o r  h a s  th e  L o rd  fo r  h is  p o r t io n , o u g h t s o  to  l iv e  th a t  h e  m a y  b o th  h im s e lf  p o s s e s s  th e  L o rd , a n d  b e  

p o s s e s s e d  b y  th e  L o rd . H e  w h o  p o s s e s se s  th e  L o rd , a n d  s a y s , w ith  th e  p ro p h e t. " T h e  L o rd  is  m y  p o r t io n , ’ c a n  

h a v e  n o th in g  b e s id e s  th e  L o rd ; fo r  i f  h e  h a v e  a n y th in g  b e s id e s  th e  L o rd , th e  L o rd  w ill  n o t  b e  h is  p o r t io n  — pars 

ejus non erit Dominus.”

“ G o d  s p o k e  w ith  A b ra h a m  a s  a  m a n  s p e a k e th  w ith  h is  f r ie n d .”  O u r  L o rd  s a id : I  c a ll  y o u  n o t s e rv a n ts ,  

b u t  f r ie n d s . T h e  p r ie s t ’s  f r ie n d  is  h is  D iv in e  M a s te r . A n d  H is  f r ie n d s h ip  is  e n o u g h .  B u t  i t  is  e n o u g h  o n ly  to  th o s e  

w h o  r e s t o n  i t a lo n e . I t  c a n n o t  b e  m in g le d  w ith  lo w e r  f r ie n d s h ip s . I t m u s t r e ig n  in  u s  a s  o n  a  th ro n e . O u r  L o rd  

h a s  p ro m is e d  to  b e  “ w ith  u s  a l l  d a y s , e v e n  u n to  th e  c o n su m m a tio n  o f  th e  w o r ld .”  A n d  H e  h a s  o rd a in e d  a  w a y  o f  

p e r s o n a l p re s e n c e , “ a b o v e  th e  o rd e r  a n d  c o n d it io n s  o f  n a tu re ,”  in  w h ic h  H e  is  a lw a y s  w ith  u s . T h e  p r ie s t ’s  f r ie n d  

is  J e s u s  in  th e  m o s t H o ly  S a c ra m e n t , a b id in g  fo r  e v e r  in  th e  m id s t o f  u s ; a n d  th e  p r ie s t is  w ith  H im  m o rn in g ,  

n o o n , a n d  n ig h t , in  c o n tin u a l in te rc o u r s e , a n d  a  p e rp e tu a l r e la t io n  o f  lo v e  a n d  p ro te c t io n  o n  th e  o n e  s id e , a n d  

lo v e  a n d  s e n  ic e  o n  th e  o th e r .

1 . T in s  d iv in e  f r ie n d s h ip  c o n s is ts  f i rs t , a n d  a b o v e  a l l, in  a n  id e n t i ty  o f  w ill  w ith  H is  w ill . F r ie n d s h ip  is  

d e f in e d  a s  idem velle idem nolle. T h is  id e n t i ty  c o m e s  f ro m  a s s im ila t io n  to  H im . I f  w e  a re  l ik e  H im , w e  s h a l l  

lo v e  a n d  h a te  a s  H e  lo v e s  a n d  h a te s . T h e  s a m e  t i l in g s  w ill b e  to  u s  b it te r  o r  s w e e t a s  th e y  a re  to  H im . “ W e ,  

b e h o ld in g  w ith  o p e n  f a c e  th e  g lo iy  o f  th e  L o rd , a re  t r a n s fo rm e d  in to  th e  s a m e  im a g e  f ro m  g lo ry  to  g lo ry , a s  b y  

th e  S p ir it o f  th e  L o rd .”  B u t a  p r ie s t is  to  b e  th e  l ik e n e s s o f  H is  M a s te r  to  th e  w o r ld ; a n d  th a t l ik e n e s s is  a  



c o n d itio n  to  th e  r e c e p tio n  o f  H o ly  O rd e r s . H is  w ill, th e re fo re , o u g h t to  b e  id e n t if ie d  w ith  th e  w ill o f  h is  L o rd .  

A n d  s o  lo n g  a s  w ills  a re  id e n t if ie d  f r ie n d sh ip s  c a n n o t  f a i l . W e  w e ll k n o w  w h a t H is  w ill  is  fo r  u s . H e  w ills  “ a l l  

m e n  to  b e  s a v e d .”  H e  w ills  o u r  s a n c t i f ic a t io n . H e  w ills  th a t w e  t ru s t  H im  a l to g e th e r ; th a t  w e  n o t o n ly  s a y , b u t  

m e a n  in  a l l  th in g s . " N o t  m y  w ill,  b u t  T h in e  b e  d o n e .”

H e  w ills  a lso  o u r  h a p p in e s s , a n d  th a t  w ith  a  d iv in e  lo n g in g , w h ic h  e x c e e d s  a l l o u r  in o rd in a te  c ra v in g s .  

T h e  c h ie f  a n d  g o v e rn in g  d e s ir e  o f  a l l m e n  is  to  b e  h a p p y . A ll th e ir  e f fo r ts  a re  a im e d  a t  h a p p in e s s , o r  r a th e r  a t  

w h a t th e y  m is ta k e  fo r  i t . th in k in g  th a t i t w ill m a k e  th e m  h a p p y . B u t m o s t m e n  f a i l to  o b ta in  i t , b e c a u s e  th e y  

c a n n o t  d is c e rn  th e  t ru e  f ro m  th e  f a ls e . H a p p in e s s  is  h o lin e s s . T h e re  is  b u t o n e  w a y  to  th is  o n e  e n d ; a l l o th e r  

d e s ir e s  a re  d e v ia t io n s  f ro m  h a p p in e s s . H e  d e s ir e s  o u r  h a p p in e s s  in  th e  o n ly  t ru e  fo rm  a n d  w a y . I f  w e  d e s ir e  th e  

s a m e , th e n  in  th is  a lso  w e  a re  o f  o n e  w ill  w ith  H im . A n d  th is  u n io n  b e in g  fo u n d e d  o n  a  d iv in e  r e a l ity  is  e te rn a l.

2 .  F r ie n d s h ip  is  n o t  o n ly  u n ity  o f  w ill , b u t a  m u tu a l g o o d w ill e a c h  to  e a c h . Amicus alter ego. Sacerdos 

alter Christus. T h e  w ill o f  a  f r ie n d  is n o t o n ly  a n  a u s te re  g o o d w il l , s e v e re ly  ju s t . I t is a lso  a  k in d ly  w ill .  

S o m e tim e s  th e  t ru e s t f r ie n d  is  to o  h ig h  a n d  e x a c t in g  in  h is  w is d o m  a n d  c o n d u c t to w a rd s  u s . W e  t ru s t h im , b u t  

s h r in k  f ro m  h im . N o t s o  o u r  D iv in e  F r ie n d . H e  is  k in d ly  a n d  p it i fu l ; H e  k n o w s  o u r  in f i rm itie s , a n d  H e  m e e ts  

th e m  w ith  th e  te n d e rn e s s o f  c o m p a s s io n . W e  k n o w  th a t  w e  a re  in  H is  h a n d s , a n d  o u r  w h o le  l i f e  is  o rd e re d  b y  

H im . I f  H e  c h a s t is e  u s , i t is  b e c a u se  H e  lo v e s  u s . H e  d o e s  n o t  w ill in g ly  a f f l ic t . I t is  o n ly  b e c a u s e  a f f l ic tio n  is  

n e c e s s a ry  th a t H e  w ills  i t fo r  u s . I f  i t w e re  n o t n e c e s s a ry  i t w o u ld  n o t c o m e . N o  u n n e c e s s a ry  p a in  c a n  c o m e  

e x c e p t b y  a n d  f ro m  o u rs e lv e s . W h e n  i t c o m e s H e  g r ie v e s o v e r i t . W ith o u t ta k in g  f ro m  u s  o u r  f r e e d o m , a n d  

th e re b y  r e d u c in g  u s  f ro m  m a n  to  a  m a c h in e . H e  c o u ld  n o t p ro te c t u s  f ro m  o u rs e lv e s . B u t a l l t i r e  d is c ip l in e  o f  

s o r ro w  a n d  s u ffe r in g  w h ic h  H e  w ills  fo r  u s . H e  w ills in  m e a s u re  a n d  p ro p o r t io n  to  o u r  n e e d . L e s s  w o u ld  n o t  

s a n c t ify  o r  s a v e  u s . M o re  th a n  is  n e e d fu l  w ill  n e v e r  c o m e . W e  d o  n o t  s e e  a s  y e t  th e  e n d  fo r  w h ic h  H e  is  w o rk in g ,  

o r th e  p u rp o s e  o f  w h a t H e  d o e s . B u t H is w o rd s  to  P e te r  w e re  s p o k e n  a ls o  fo r o u r  s a k e s : “ W h a t I d o  th o u  

k n o w e s t  n o t  n o w ,  b u t  th o u  s h a l t  k n o w  h e re a f te r .”

W e  k n o w , to o , th a t  H e  w ills  fo r  u s  a l l n e c e s sa ry ' g o o d ; th a t n o th in g  in  P ro v id e n c e  o r  in  g ra c e  w ill  b e  

w a n tin g  fo r  o u r  w e lfa re  in  th is  l i f e  o r  fo r  o u r  e te rn a l s a lv a t io n . W e  a re  a lw a y s  e x a c t in g  f ro m  H im  th e  s ig n s  o f  

H is  g o o d w il l  b e fo re  w e  t ru s t  H im . B u t  w h e n  w e  s e e  p ro o f s  th e re  is  n o  ro o m  le f t  fo r  c o n f id e n c e . W h e n  w e  a re  in  

s tr a i ts  a n d  a n x ie tie s  a n d  s e e  n o  h u m a n  h e lp , th e n  is  th e  t im e  to  t rn s t  H im . W e  r e a d  o f  th o s e  w h o  in  th e  d e p th  o f  

th e ir  n e e d  h a v e  k n o c k e d  o n  th e  d o o r  o f  th e  ta b e rn a c le , a s k in g  fo r  b re a d . A  p r ie s t h a s  th is  r e a d y  a c c e s s  to  h is  

M a s te r  in  e v e ry  t im e  o f  n e e d . H e  is th e  g u a rd ia n  o f  h is  L o rd , w h o  d w e lls u n d e r h is ro o f  o r  h a rd  b y  in  th e  

s a n c tu a ry ; a n d  to  H im  h e  c a rr ie s  th e  a c c o u n t o f  a l l h is  t ro u b le s  a n d  c a re s  p e r so n a l  a n d  p a s to ra l . A ll  th a t  b e fa l ls  

h im , a l l h is p e rp le x i t ie s  a n d  p e r i ls a n d  w a n ts , h e  p o u rs o u t to  H im . T h e  p r ie s th o o d  a s s u re s h im  th a t h e  is  

p re d e s t in a te d  to  b e  m a d e  c o n fo rm a b le  to  th e  im a g e  o f  th e  S o n , a n d  th e re fo re  th a t  a l l th in g s  w ill  w o rk  to g e th e r  

fo r  h is  g o o d  u n d e r  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  a  d iv in e  a n d  lo v in g  w ill.

3 .  O n c e  m o re , in  f r ie n d sh ip  th e re  is  m u tu a l s e rv ic e : n o t  m e rc e n a ry , n o r  s t ip u la te d , n o r  s e lf -s e e k in g ; b u t  

g e n e ro u s , g la d , a n d  g ra te fu l . “ Y e  h a v e  n o t c h o s e n  M e ; b u t  I  h a v e  c h o s e n  y o u , a n d  h a v e  a p p o in te d  y o u ,  th a t  y o u  

s h o u ld  g o  a n d  s h o u ld  b r in g  fo r th  f ru i t .”  H e  w a s  o u r  M a s te r  b e fo re  w e  w e re  H is  s e rv a n ts ; a n d  H e  k n e w  w h a t  H e  

w o u ld  d o  w ith  u s  a n d  b y  u s . W e  a re  n o t o u r  o w n ,  b u t  a lr e a d y  b o u g h t  w ith  a  p r ic e . A ll  w e  a re  is  H is . A ll  f a c u l t ie s  

a n d  p o w e rs  o f  n a tu re , a l l  g ra c e s  a n d  g if ts  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t , a re  H is . A  p r ie s t ’s  w h o le  l i f e , i f  h e  b e  f a i th fu l  to  h is  

p r ie s th o o d  a n d  to  h im s e lf , is , o r  m a y  b e , a n d  th e re fo re  o u g h t to  b e , a  s e rv ic e  to  h is  M a ste r . E v e n  th e  c o m m o n  

a c t io n s o f  o u r d a i ly  l i f e a re c o n se c ra te d  to  H im , fo r w e a re w h o lly  H is . “ W h e th e r  y o u  e a t o r d r in k , o r  

w h a tso e v e r  e ls e  y o u  d o , d o  a l l  to  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d .”  “ A ll  w h a ts o e v e r  y o u  d o , in  w o rd  o r  in  w o rk , a l l  th in g s  d o  

y e  in  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  L o rd  J e s u s  C h r is t ; g iv in g  th a n k s  u n to  G o d  a n d  th e  F a th e r  b y  H im .”  T h is  p e rv a d in g  m o tiv e ,  

a c tu a l , v ir tu a l , o r  a t  le a s t  h a b itu a l, r e n e w e d  m o rn in g  b y  m o rn in g  in  M a s s  a n d  a f te r  M a s s , a n d  th ro u g h  th e  d a y ,  

e s p e c ia l ly  in  t im e s o f  a n x ie ty , d a n g e r , o r  te m p ta t io n , is a  c o n tin u a l s e rv ic e  d o n e  fo r  lo v e  a n d  lo y a l ty  to  o u r  

D iv in e  F r ie n d . H o w  m u c h  m o re  th e  s a c re d  a c t io n s o f  o u r  p r ie s th o o d . T h e  d a i ly  c o m m e m o ra t io n  o f  H im  w ith  

w h ic h  th e  d a y  b e g in s ; th e  o b la t io n  o f  H is  S a c re d  H e a rt , w ith  a l l i ts  a d o ra tio n , fo r  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  e v e r -b le s s e d  

T r in i ty ; th e o f fe r in g  o f  H is p re c io u s B o d y  a n d  B lo o d , w h ic h  r e d e e m e d  th e  w o r ld  a n d  m a k e s p ro p it ia tio n  

c o n tin u a l ly  fo r  th e  e v e r-m u ltip ly in g  s in s  o f  m e n , h a s te n in g  th e  a s c e n t o f  s o u ls  th a t a re  in  e x p ia t io n  to  th e  v is io n  

o f  p e a c e ; th e  f e e d in g  o f  th e  m u lt i tu d e  w ith  th e  B re a d  f ro m  h e a v e n  —  a l l th e s e  a c ts  o f  d iv in e  s e rv ic e  to  H im  a re  

fu lf i l le d  in  e v e ry  M a s s w e  s a y . A  d a y  s o  b e g u n  c a n  h a rd ly  e n d  in  w a s te  a n d  c o ld  a n d  th e  d im  l ig h ts  o f  th is  

w o r ld . W h y  d o e s  n o t  th e  f r a g ra n c e  a n d  th e  f e rv o r  o f  o u r  M a s s  s u s ta in  u s  th ro u g h  th e  d a y ?  I t  is  th e  k e y n o te , a n d  

a l l o u r  h o u rs  o u g h t  to  m o v e  in  h a rm o n y . E v e ry  w o rd  s p o k e n  in  G o d ’s  n a m e ; e v e ry  a c t , h o w e v e r  s m a ll , d o n e  fo r  

o u r  L o rd ’s s a k e , c o n s c io u s ly  o r in  th e  h a b itu a l e x e rc is e o f  th e  p r ie s tly  o r  p a s to ra l o f f ic e ; e v e ry  S a c ra m e n t  

a d m in is te re d , e v e ry  d e c la ra t io n  o f  th e  w o rd  o f  G o d , e v e ry  s o u l s o u g h t  a n d  fo u n d , e v e ry  s in n e r  c o n v e r te d , e v e ry  

p e n ite n t s u s ta in e d  —  a l l th is  is  d ire c t  p e rs o n a l  s e rv ic e  r e n d e re d  to  o u r  D iv in e  F r ie n d . In to  th is  s e rv ic e , to o , m a y  

b e  c o u n te d  th e  c o n s c ie n t io u s  u s e  o f  t im e , p a t ie n c e  u n d e r  s o r ro w s , h u m il i ty  u n d e r  f a ls e  a c c u s a t io n  w h ic h  n o  

f a i th fu l  p r ie s t w ill e v e r  e s c a p e . A n d  w h ile  o u r  d a y  is  fu l l o f  th is  s e rv ic e  to  H im , H e  is  a lw a y s  s e rv in g  u s  w ith  

m o re  th a n  a  m u tu a l f id e l i ty . W e  l i t t le  k n o w  h o w  H e  g u id e s  a n d  g u a rd s  a n d  c o m p a ss e s  u s  a b o u t , a n d  la y s  H is  

h a n d  u p o n  o u r  h e a d  w h e n  th e  f ie ry  s h a f ts  o f  th e  w ic k e d  o n e  f ly  th ic k  a ro u n d  u s . T h e  d a n g e r s  th a t w e  k n o w  a re  

m a n y ; b u t  m a n y  m o re  th o se  th a t a re  u n k n o w n . W e  p ra y  G o d  to  d e l iv e r  u s  f ro m  o u r  s e c re t s in s ; w e  h a v e  n e e d  to  



p ra y  th a t H e  m a y  d e l iv e r  u s  f ro m  o u r  s e c re t d a n g e r s . T h e re  is  a  s h ie ld  o v e r  u s  w h ic h  is  tu rn e d  e v e ry  w a y , a s  th e  

a s sa u l t c o m e s  u p o n  u s  f ro m  a l l s id e s  w h e n  w e  le a s t k n o w  i t  to  b e  n e a r . S u r ro u n d e d  a l l d a y  lo n g  b y  th e  w o r ld ,  

g o o d  a n d  b a d , m e n  a n d  w o m e n , u p r ig h t a n d  d e s ig n in g , o p e n  a n d  f a ls e , h a p p y  is  th e  p r ie s t  w h o  c a n  r e tu rn  a t  

n ig h t to  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  I r is  M a s te r  n e e d in g  o n ly  to  w a s h  h is  f e e t. H o w  m a n y  w h o  g o  o u t a latere Jesu in  th e  

m o rn in g  b r ig h t a n d  p e a c e fu l h a v e  c o m e  b a c k  a t n ig h t d o w n c a s t a n d  s a d , w ith  m a n y  m e m o r ie s  u n w o r th y  o f  a  

s e rv a n t a n d  a  f r ie n d . S ti ll H e  is  a lw a y s  th e  s a m e . W e  v a ry  a n d  c h a n g e  a n d  a re  o v e rc a s t a n d  lo s e  o u r  m o rn in g  

l ig h t. A  b lig h t a n d  a  ta rn is h  f a l l u p o n  u s . B u t H e  is  u n c h a n g e a b le  in  lo v e , p ity , a n d  fo rg iv e n e s s . B e fo re  w e  l ie  

d o w n  to  r e s t  H e  w ill a b s o lv e  u s  f ro m  th e  f a i lu re s  a n d  in c o n s is te n c ie s  o f  th e  d a y . T h is  s e n s e  o f  m u tu a l s e n  ic e  

k n its  th e  b o n d  w h ic h  u n ite s  f r ie n d s  to g e th e r .

4 .  M o re o v e r , f r ie n d sh ip  is  p a t ie n t ; b u t  h e re  is  n o  r e c ip ro c i ty  w ith  o u r  D iv in e  F r ie n d . P a tie n c e  is  a l l o n  

H is s id e . A n d  H is  p a t ie n c e  is  in e x h a u s t ib le . H is  c o u n te n a n c e  n e v e r  c h a n g e s . H is  H e a rt is  a lw a y s  fu l l o f  lo v e .  

W h e n  w e  c o m e  b a c k  to  H im  H e  is a s  w e  le f t H im , fo r  in  H im  th e re  is n e i th e r  v a r ia b le n e s s  n o r  s h a d o w  o f  

a l te ra t io n . T h e  E te rn a l L o v e  is  im m u ta b le , a n d  th e  d e if ie d  h u m a n  h e a r t c a n  n e v e r  c h a n g e . A s  H e  b o re  w ith  th e  

c o n te n t io n s , a n d  r iv a lr ie s , a n d  a m b it io n s , a n d  s lo w n e s s  to  b e l ie v e  in  H is  f i rs t d is c ip le s , s o  H e  b e a r s  w ith  u s .  

O n ly  th e y  w e re  n o t  p r ie s ts  th e n , a n d  w e  a re . A fte r  th e ir  o rd in a tio n  th e y  w e re  s o o n  r e s to re d  to  s tr e n g th , a n d  l i f te d  

a b o v e  th e m s e lv e s . W e  b e g in  w ith  o u r  p r ie s th o o d  a n d  p a s to ra l c a re , a n d  w e  h a v e  s t il l m a n y  o f  th e  f a u l ts  w h ic h  

th e y  h a d  b e fo re  th e y  r e c e iv e d  th e ir  s u p e rn a tu ra l p o w e rs . A n d  y e t  H e  d w e lls  in  th e  m id s t o f  u s , s i le n t a n d  c a lm ,  

s e e in g  a l l o u r  f a u l ts , y e t  b lin d  to  th e m ; fo rg iv in g  th e m , a s  H e  fo rg a v e  P e te r , w ith  r e n e w e d  c o m m a n d s  to  f e e d  

H is  s h e e p . H is  p a t ie n c e , to o , is  g e n e ro u s . H e  is  e a s i ly  s a t is f ie d . O n e  w o rd  o f  s e lf -a c c u s a t io n , o f  s e lf - r e b u k e , o f  

s e lf - r e p ro a c h , a n d  a l l is  p a s t . W e  c a n n o t  a n d  o u g h t n o t  to  fo rg e t o u r  u n w o rth y  w o rd s  a n d  a c t io n s , b u t H e  p u ts  

th e m  b e h in d  H is  b a c k . “ H e  w ill  n o t  b re a k  th e  b ru is e d  r e e d , n o r  q u e n c h  th e  s m o k in g  f la x .”  H e  w a its  in  p a t ie n c e  

a n d  in  h o p e  fo r  o u r  g ro w th  in  p e r fe c t io n . A n d  i t  is  H e  th a t is  th e  f i rs t  to  d ra w  u s  to  H im s e lf  b e fo re  w e  h a v e  

r e s o lv e d  to  c o m e . W e  f e a r a n d  h e s i ta te  f ro m  c o n sc io u s  u n w o r th in e s s , t i l l a n  im p u ls e  o f  th e  w ill o v e rc o m e s  

r e lu c ta n c e . I t n e e d s  a  f i rm  c o n sc ie n c e  to  e x a m in e  i ts e lf  t ru ly . W e  s e e  o u r  f a u l ts  w ith o u t  lo o k in g  a t  th e m . T o  lo o k  

is  d is q u ie t in g  a n d  h u m b lin g , f t  b re a k s  o u r  p e a c e  w h e re  th e re  o u g h t to  b e  n o  p e a c e  t i l l w e  h a v e  b e e n  o p e n  a n d  

h o n e s t  w ith  o u r  g o o d  M a s te r , w h o  w ill e a s i ly  fo rg iv e  u s  i f  w e  d o  n o t  s o  e a s i ly  fo rg iv e  o u rs e lv e s .

5 .  L a s t ly , in  f r ie n d s h ip  th e re  is  m u tu a l s o c ie ty . W h e n  f r ie n d s  a re  u n ite d  in  lo v e  th e y  a re  in  u n io n , e v e n  

th o u g h  th e y  b e  a s  f a r  a s  s u n r ise  a n d  s u n s e t a p a r t . T h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  u n ite d  w ills  a n d  m u tu a l  k in d l in e s s  a n d  

m u tu a l s e rv ic e  a n d  lo v in g  p a t ie n c e , w ith  th e  m e m o r ie s  o f  p a s t d a y s  o f  a f fe c t io n  a n d  o f  h a p p in e s s , m a k e s  th e  

a b s e n t to  b e  p re s e n t , a n d  th o s e  th a t a re  u n s e e n  to  b e  a l l  b u t  v is ib ly  w ith  u s . L e tte r s  c o m e  a n d  g o  a n d  m e ss a g e s  

a re  in te rc h a n g e d , a n d  w e  f e e l to  s h a re  in  a l l th e y  d e s ire , a n d  w e  k n o w  th a t  th e y  s h a re  in  a l l th a t  b e lo n g s  to  u s .  

S u c h  is  th e  s o c ie ty  o f  h u m a n  f r ie n d sh ip ,  e v e n  w h e n  f r ie n d s  a re  p a r te d  f a r  a s u n d e r , f t  is  m o re  s e n s ib le  a n d  a c t iv e  

th e  n e a re r  th e y  a re . In  a  h o u s e h o ld  a l l a re  n o t a lw a y s  to g e th e r , b u t  a l l a re  c o n s c io u s  th a t  a l l a re  u n d e r  th e  s a m e  

ro o f , a n d  th a t th e y  a re  o n e  in  h e a r t a n d  w ill . T h e  f r ie n d sh ip  o f  a  p r ie s t w ith  h is  L o rd  is  b e y o n d  a l l th is  in  

c o n sc io u s  n e a rn e s s a n d  c o n s c io u s in t im a c y . W e  m a y  g o  to  H im  a t a n y  h o u r . I f  H e  b e  s i le n t , w e  k n o w  H is  

m e a n in g  a n d  H is m in d . H e  a lw a y s w e lc o m e s u s w h e n  w e  c o m e  to  H im . H e  l is te n s  to  a l l w e  s a y , a n d  H e  

c o n so le s  u s  b y  l is te n in g  to  o u r  v o ic e ; fo r  i t is  a  r e l ie f  to  u n b u rd e n  o u r  s o u l to  a  f r ie n d , th o u g h  h e  a n s w e rs  n o t a  

w o rd . W e  k n o w  th a t w e  h a v e  H is s y m p a th y ; th a t H e  f e e ls  w ith  u s  a n d  fo r  u s ; th a t a l l w e  s a y  is  n o te d  a n d  

r e m e m b e re d ; a n d  th a t i f  H e  b e  s i le n t n o w . th e  d a y  is  n o t f a r  o f f  w h e n  w e  s h a l l h e a r  H im  s a y , “ E n te r  th o u  in to  

th e  jo y  o f  th y  L o rd .”

N o  p r ie s t , th e n , is  f r ie n d le s s . T h e re  is  a lw a y s  o n e  F r ie n d  in  w h o m  w e  m a y  f in d  p e r fe c t  a n d  c h a n g e le s s  

r e s t . O th e r  f r ie n d s  o f te n  g r ie v e  a n d  d is a p p o in t  u s . O n e  o n ly  D iv in e  F r ie n d  n e v e r  f a ils . B u t  o u r  p e rc e p t io n  o f  H is  

f r ie n d sh ip  w ill  v a ry  in  th e  m e a s u re  in  w h ic h  w e  m a in ta in  o u r  l ib e r ty  f ro m  a l l u n b a la n c e d  h u m a n  a t ta c h m e n ts .  

W e  o w e  o u r  w h o le  h e a r t to  H im  f ro m  th e  h o u r  o f  o u r  o rd in a t io n , a n d  i f  w e  a b id e  in  th is  e q u il ib r iu m  w e  s h a ll  

f in d  H is  f r ie n d s h ip  a lo n e  e n o u g h . I t  is  th is  c ra v in g  fo r  h u m a n  s y m p a th y  th a t h in d e r s  o u r  s e n s e  o f  th e  d iv in e . S . 

P a u l c o u ld  s a y , Cupio dissolvi et esse cum Christo. S o m e  o f  th e  s e rv a n ts  o f  o u r  L o rd  h a v e  p ra y e d  H im  to  s ta y  

H is  c o n s o la t io n s  a s  to o  g re a t  fo r  th e m . T h e y  w e re  d e ta c h e d  f ro m  a l l  c re a tu re s  w h o  s o  p ra y e d . B u t  in  th e  m e a s u re  

in  w h ic h  w e  k e e p  o u rs e lv e s  f ro m  a l l im p o r tu n a te  a n d  in tru s iv e  h u m a n  f r ie n d sh ip s , w h ic h , b e in g  s e n s ib le , a n d  

v is ib le , a n d  a lw a y s  a t h a n d , s o  e a s i ly  s te a l  a w a y  w h a t  is  d u e  to  o u r  D iv in e  F r ie n d , in  th a t  m e a s u re  w e  s h a l l f in d  

r e s t , a n d  s w e e tn e s s , a n d  s u f f ic ie n c y  in  H im .

I f  w e  b e  w e a k  a n d  w a n d e r  to  h u m a n  f r ie n d sh ip s , w e  s h a l l s o o n  f in d  th a t  th e re  is  n o  r e s t  a n y w h e re  e ls e .  

E v e ry th in g  e ls e  is  to o  n a r ro w  fo r  a  s o u l to  r e s t o n ; to o  c h a n g e fu l  to  b e  t ru s te d ; to o  fu l l  o f  s e lf  to  g iv e  ro o m  fo r  

u s . T h e  p r ie s t w h o  le a n s  u p o n  a n y  h u m a n  f r ie n d s h ip s , h o w  h o ly  s o e v e r  th e y  b e , w ill s o o n  f in d  th a t  in s te a d  o f  

r e s t h e  h a s  d is q u ie t,  in s te a d  o f  c o n s o la tio n  a  w e a r in g  a n d  m u lt ip ly in g  a n x ie ty . Quid enim mihi est in coelo, et a 

te quid volui super terrain? Defecit caro mea, et cor meum; Deus cordis mei, et pars mea Deus in aeternum.

D o  n o t  le t  a n y  o n e  th in k  th a t  a  p r ie s t  w h o  h a s  o n e  D iv in e  F r ie n d  w ill  b e  c o ld  o r  h e a r tle s s , o r  c a re le s s  o f  

f lo c k  a n d  f r ie n d s , o f  th e  lo n e ly  a n d  th e  fo r s a k e n . T h e  m o re  u n ite d  to  I r is  M a s te r  th e  m o re  l ik e  H im  h e  b e c o m e s .  

N o n e  a re  s o  w a rm  o f  h e a r t, s o  te n d e r , s o  p it i fu l , s o  u n s e lf is h , s o  c o m p a s s io n a te , a s  th e  p r ie s t w h o s e  h e a r t is  

s u s ta in e d  in  i ts  p o is e  a n d  b a la n c e  o f  s u p re m e  f r ie n d sh ip  w ith  J e s u s  a n d  in  a b so lu te  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  a l l h u m a n  

a t ta c h m e n ts . H is  s o u l  is  m o re  o p e n  a n d  m o re  e n la rg e d  fo r  th e  in f lu x  o f  th e  c h a r i ty  o f  G o d . W e  a re  s tr a i te n e d  n o t  



in  H im .  b u t  in  o u rs e lv e s . A s  o u r  h e a r ts  a re  s o  s h a l l  b e  th e  d e s c e n t  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . W e  s h a l l  b e  r e p le n ish e d  a s  

w e  c a n  r e c e iv e  i t . W h a t  S . P a u l  a s k e d  fo r  a l l  C h r is t ia n s  a t  E p h e s u s  is  a b o v e  a l l  t ru e  o f  p r ie s ts  a n d  p a s to rs , " T h a t  

y o u  m a y  b e  a b le  to  c o m p re h e n d  w ith  a l l th e  S a in ts  w h a t is th e  b re a d th , a n d  le n g th , a n d  h e ig h t, a n d  d e p th : to  

k n o w  a ls o  th e  c h a r i ty  o f  C h r is t , w h ic h  s u rp a s s e th  a l l  k n o w le d g e , th a t  y o u  m a y  b e  f i lle d  u n to  a l l  th e  fu l ln e s s  o f  

G o d .”  N o  m a n  w ill  b e  s o  l ik e  J e s u s  in  th e  th re e -a n d - th ir ty  y e a r s  o f  m e n ta l s o rro w  a n d  h u m a n  c o m p a ss io n  a s  th e  

p r ie s t  in  w h o s e  h e a r t  h is  D iv in e  M a s te r  r e ig n s  a lo n e .

C H A P T E R  X IV ,

T H E  P R IE S T  A S  P R E A C H E R

T H E  C o u n c il  o f  T re n t  te a c h e s  th a t  p re a c h in g  is  th e  c h ie f  d u ty  o f  B is h o p s . S . P a u l  s a id  o f  h im s e lf : “ G o d  s e n t  m e  

n o t  to  b a p tiz e , b u t  to  p re a c h  th e  G o s p e l .”  F o r  w h a t is  p re a c h in g ?  I t  is  s p e a k in g  to  m e n  in  G o d ’ s  N a m e . I t is  to  

d e c la re  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d . I t is  to  b e  a m b a s s a d o rs  fo r  C h r is t. I t is  “ th e  m in is try ' o f  r e c o n c i l ia t io n .”  th e  o f fe r  o f  

s a lv a t io n  to  m e n . “ F o r  w h o s o e v e r  s h a l l c a ll  o n  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  L o rd  s h a l l  b e  s a v e d . H o w  s h a l l th e y  c a ll  o n  H im  

in  w h o m  th e y  h a v e  n o t  b e l ie v e d ?  o r  h o w  s h a l l  th e y  b e l ie v e  in  H im  o f  w h o m  th e y  h a v e  n o t  h e a rd ?  a n d  h o w  s h a l l  

th e y  h e a r  w ith o u t  a  p re a c h e r?  a n d  h o w  s h a l l th e y  p re a c h  u n le s s  th e y  b e  s e n t?  A s  i t  is  w ritte n : H o w  b e a u tifu l a re  

th e  f e e t  o f  th e m  th a t  p re a c h  th e  g o s p e l o f  p e a c e , o f  th e m  th a t  b r in g  g la d  t id in g s  o f  g o o d  th in g s .”  H o w  b e a u tifu l 

a re  th e  f e e t o f  th e  m e s se n g e r  c o m in g  “ u p o n  th e  m o u n ta in s ,”  a s  th e  p ro p h e t  w rite s  —  th a t is , c o m in g  d o w n  w ith  

a  m e s s a g e  f ro m  th e  e te rn a l h il ls .

In  th e  b e g in n in g  i t w a s  th e  B is h o p s  a lo n e  w h o  p re a c h e d . T h e  n e e d s o f  th e  f a i th  c o m p e lle d  th e m  to  

d e le g a te  th is , th e ir  c h ie f  o f f ic e , to  th e  p r ie s th o o d . D io n y s iu s  th e  A re o p a g ite  c a l ls  th e m  th e re fo re  i l lu m in a to rs .  

T h e y  w e re  th e n  p re a c h e r s , m e s s e n g e r s , a n d  e v a n g e l is ts . T h e y  w e re  n o t  p u lp i t  o ra to r s .

1 . T h e  p re a c h in g  o f  th e  A p o s t le s w a s  th e  v o ic e  o f  th e ir  D iv in e  M a s te r  p ro lo n g e d  in  a l l i ts  m a je s t ic  

s im p lic ity . T h e  p e o p le  “ w o n d e re d  a t  th e  w o rd s  th a t  p ro c e e d e d  o u t o f  H is  m o u th .”  S u re ly  “ n o  m a n  e v e r  s p o k e  

l ik e  th is  M a n .”  A n d  y e t  a  c h i ld  c o u ld  u n d e r s ta n d  H is  w o rd s ;  th e y  w e re  a s  t r a n sp a re n t  a s  th e  l ig h t : th e y  w e re  f e w  

a n d  p e r su a s iv e . I t w a s  th e  in te l l ig e n c e  o f  G o d  In c a rn a te  s p e a k in g  to  m a n  in  h u m a n  s p e e c h . I t w a s th e  T m th  

H im s e lf  in  a r t ic u la te  w o rd s  p e n e tr a t in g  th e  in te l l ig e n c e  o f  m e n . F o r  b re v i ty , s im p lic i ty , p la in n e s s , th e  w o rd s  o f  

J e s u s  a re  a n  e x a m p le  to  p re a c h e r s , a s  H is  l i f e  is  a n  e x a m p le  to  th e  p a s to r s  o f  H is  f lo c k . W e  c a n n o t  c o n c e iv e  in  

o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r  th e  s tu d ie d  e f fo r ts  o f  rh e to r ic  o r  g e s tu re . C a lm n e s s , m a je s ty , a n d  th e  m ig h t  o f  tm th  w e re  th e  

a t t r ib u te s  o f  H is  w o rd s  to  m e n .

T h e  s e rm o n s  o f  S . S te p h e n , S . P e te r , S . P a u l , in  th e  B o o k  o f  A c ts  p ro lo n g  H is  d iv in e  v o ic e . I t m a y  b e  

t ru ly  s a id  th a t in  th e m  H e  fu lf il le d  H is  o w n  p ro m is e . “ H e  th a t h e a re th  y o u  h e a re th  M e .” S o . a g a in , in  th e  

E p is tle s o f  S . P a u l , S . P e te r , a n d  S . J o h n . T h e  c h a ra c te r  o f  e a c h  c o m e s  o u t in  th e ir  w rit in g s , b u t th e  b re v i ty ,  

s im p lic i ty , a n d  p la in n e s s o f  th e ir M a s te r ’s te a c h in g is s t il l m a in ta in e d . T h e a b s e n c e o f  a l l a r t , o f  a l l s e lf -  

c o n sc io u s  e f fo r t  fo r  e f fe c t , c a m e  f ro m  th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a  d iv in e  m e ss a g e . T h e  n e c e s s i ty  th a t  w a s  la id  u p o n  

th e m  c a s t  o u t  a l l u n w o r th y  r e f le c t io n  u p o n  th e m s e lv e s . S . P a u l  d is t in c t ly  te lls  th e  C o r in th ia n s  th a t  h e  w o u ld  u s e  

n o  a r ts  o f  th e ir  rh e to r ic ia n s , n o  im p o s in g  s u b t le t ie s  o f  th e ir  p h ilo s o p h e r s . T h e re  is  a n  u n s p e a k a b le  p o w e r  a n d  

g ra n d e u r  in  h is  f e w  a n d  s im p le  w o rd s : “ A n d  I , b re th re n , w h e n  I  c a m e  to  y o u , c a m e  n o t  in  lo f t in e s s  o f  s p e e c h  o r  

o f  w is d o m , d e c la r in g  u n to  y o u  th e  te s t im o n y  o f  C h r is t. F o r  I  ju d g e d  n o t  m y s e lf  to  k n o w  a n y th in g  a m o n g  y o u ,  

b u t J e s u s  C h r is t , a n d  H im  c m c if ie d . A n d  I  w a s  w ith  y o u  in  w e a k n e s s  a n d  in  f e a r  a n d  in  m u c h  t r e m b lin g . A n d  

m y  s p e e c h  a n d  m y  te a c h in g  w a s  n o t  in  th e  p e r s u a s iv e  w o rd s  o f  h u m a n  w is d o m , b u t  in  s h o w in g  (d e m o n s tra t io n )  

o f  s p ir it a n d  p o w e r : th a t y o u r  f a i th  m ig h t n o t s ta n d  o n  th e  w is d o m  o f  m e n , b u t o n  th e  p o w e r  o f  G o d .” T h e  

w e a k n e s s  a n d  f e a r  a n d  t r e m b lin g  a ro s e  f ro m  th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s o f  a  d iv in e  m is s io n  o f  l i f e  a n d  d e a th . A n d  h is  

f e a r  o f  h u m a n  p e r s u a s io n  c a m e  f ro m  th e  in tu i t io n  o f  f a i th , w h ic h  to ld  h im  th a t  d iv in e  f a i th  m u s t  s ta n d  o n  d iv in e  

t ru th , a n d  th a t th e  w is d o m  o f  m a n  is  n o t  th e  w o rd  o f  G o d . H u m a n  o ra to ry  m a y  g e n e ra te  h u m a n  f a i th . D iv in e  

t ru th  h a s  a  s a c ra m e n ta l  p o w e r  w h ic h  c o n v e rts  th e  s o u l  to  G o d .

2 .  T h e  A p o s t le s  s p o k e  o u t o f  a  fu l ln e s s  o f  l ig h t  a n d  o f  f e rv o r  w h ic h  w a s  s p e c ia l a n d  in c o m m u n ic a b le ,  

a n d  th a t fu l ln e s s  h a d  tw o  c a u s e s . T h e  f i r s t w a s  th a t th e y  h a d  s e e n  th e  In c a rn a te  W o rd . “ T h e  W o rd  w a s  m a d e  

f le s h , a n d  d w e lt a m o n g  u s .”  “ T h a t w h ic h  w a s  f ro m  th e  b e g in n in g , w h ic h  w e  h a v e  h e a rd , w h ic h  w e  h a v e  s e e n  

w ith  o u r  e y e s , w h ic h  w e  h a v e  lo o k e d  u p o n , a n d  o u r  h a n d s  h a v e  h a n d le d , o f  th e  W o rd  o f  l i f e . F o r  th e  l i f e  w a s  

m a n ife s te d : a n d  w e  h a v e  s e e n  a n d  d o  b e a r  w itn e s s , a n d  d e c la re  u n to  y o u  th e  l i f e  e te rn a l w h ic h  w a s  w ith  th e  

F a th e r , a n d  h a th  a p p e a re d  u n to  u s ."  “ W e  h a v e  n o t fo l lo w e d  c u n n in g ly  d e v is e d  f a b le s  w h e n  w e  m a d e  k n o w n  to  

y o u  th e  p o w e r  a n d  p re s e n c e  o f  o u r  L o rd  J e s u s  C h r is t,  b u t  h a v in g  b e e n  m a d e  e y e -w itn e s se s  o f  H is  m a je s ty .”

T li is g a v e  to  th e m  a  s p ir i tu a l c o n d it io n  o f  m in d  w h ic h  w e  c a l l r e a l i ty . W h a t th e y  d e c la re d  th e y  h a d  

s e e n : w h a t  th e y  ta u g h t  th e y  h a d  h e a rd  f ro m  H is  l ip s . T h e y  c o u ld  n o t  d o u b t , o r  h e s i ta te , o r  q u a l ify , o r  d ra w  b a c k  

b e fo re  a n y  c o n tra d ic t io n . A s  S . P a u l s a id . “ I f  G o d  b e  fo r  u s , w h o  is  a g a in s t u s ? ”  T h e ir  p e r s o n a l c o n v e rs e  w ith  

o u r  L o rd , a n d  th e ir  d ire c t  c o m m iss io n  f ro m  H im . g a v e  to  th e ir  w o rd s  a n d  th e ir  l i f e  a  m o m e n tu m  w h ic h  n o th in g  



c o u ld  a r re s t. T h e ir  p re a c h in g  w a s  th e  o u tp o u r in g  o f  th e ir  u n c h a n g in g  c o n s c io u s n e s s . T h e ir  w h o le  s o u l , in te l le c t ,  

c o n s c ie n c e , h e a r t , a n d  w ill w e n t w ith  e v e ry  w o rd . T h e ir  p re a c h in g  w a s  th e  te s t im o n y  o f  a n  e y e -w itn e s s  a n d  a n  

e a r -w itn e s s . I t  h a d  in  i t  a  fo rc e  b e y o n d  a l l  w o rd s . W o rd s  r a th e r  h in d e r  th a n  h e lp  th e  d ire c tn e s s  a n d  th e  p o w e r  o f  

t ru th  w h e n  s im p ly  to ld  b y  th o s e  w h o  b e l ie v e  w h a t th e y  s a y . M e n  ju s t d e l iv e re d  f ro m  s o m e  g re a t d a n g e r , o r  

c o m in g  f ro m  s o m e  te rr ib le  s ig h t o f  d e a th , u s e  f e w  w o rd s . I f  th e y  u s e  m a n y , w e  f e e l th a t th e y  h a v e  b u t l i t t le  

s e n s e  o f  w h a t  th e y  h a v e  s e e n , a n d  o f  w h a t  th e y  a re  s a y in g . T h e y  w h o  h a d  s to o d  o n  C a lv a ry  a n d  w a tc h e d  th ro u g h  

th e  th re e  h o u rs , a n d  th e y  w h o  s a w  J e s u s a f te r  H e  ro s e  f ro m  th e  d e a d , a n d  S . P a u l w h o  s a w  H im  t i l l h e  w a s  

b lin d e d  b y  H is  g lo ry , s o  lo n g  a s  l i f e  la s te d  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  p e n e tr a te d  in  e v e ry  f a c u l ty  a n d  s e n s e  a n d  f ib e r  w ith  

th e  p re s e n c e  a n d  th e  P a s s io n  a n d  th e  lo v e  o f  J e s u s . I t m u s t h a v e  b e e n  h a rd  fo r  th e m  to  h o ld  th e ir  p e a c e . T h e y  

m u s t  h a v e  d e s ire d  a  h u n d re d  la n g u a g e s  a n d  v o ic e s  a n d  to n g u e s  to  d e c la re  a l l d a y  lo n g  th e  P a s s io n  o n  th e  C ro ss ,  

th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  R e s u rre c tio n , a n d  th e  p e a c e  o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d .

T h e  o th e r  c a u se  o f  th e  s p e c ia l p o w e r  a n d  fo rc e  o f  th e  A p o s to l ic  p re a c h in g  is  a ls o  in c o m m u n ic a b le  —  

n a m e ly , th e  in s p ir a t io n  o f  th e  D a y  o f  P e n te c o s t . “ T h e y  w e re  f i l le d  w ith  th e  S p ir it .”  T h e  p a r te d  to n g u e s  o f  f i r e  

w e re  e m b le m s  o f  th e  l ig h t  a n d  a rd o r  w ith  w h ic h  th e y  d e c la re d  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  to  m e n . “ A re  n o t m y  w o rd s  a s  a  

f i re , a n d  a s  a  h a m m e r  th a t  b re a k e th  th e  ro c k  in  p ie c e s? ”  S u c h  w e re  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  A p o s tle s , w h e re s o e v e r  th e y  

w e n t  in  a l l  th e  w o r ld .

W e  c a n n o t c o n c e iv e  th e s e  m e s s e n g e r s o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  la b o r in g  to  c o m p o s e  th e ir s p e e c h  o r  

s tu d y in g  th e  m le s  a n d  g ra c e s  o f  l i te r a ry  s ty le . T h e  r e c o rd s  o f  th e ir  p re a c h in g  in  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  a re  a r t le s s  

a n d  s im p le  a s  th e  g ro w th s  o f  n a tu re  in  a  fo re s t , w h ic h  r e v e a l th e  p o w e r  a n d  th e  b e a u ty ' o f  G o d . T h e ir  w o rd s  a n d  

w rit in g s a re  m a je s t ic  in  th e ir e le v a t io n , a n d  d e p th , a n d  p a th o s , a n d  u n a d o rn e d  b e a u ty ', l ik e  th e  b re a d th  a n d  

s im p lic i ty  o f  th e  s e a  a n d  s k y . T h e ir  w h o le  b e in g  w a s  p e rv a d e d  b y  th e  d iv in e  f a c ts  a n d  t ru th s ,  th e  e te rn a l r e a l i t ie s  

o f  w h ic h  th e y  s p o k e . T h e y  n e e d e d  n o  p re p a ra t io n , n o  s tu d y , n o t  e v e n  r e f le c t io n . T h e y  s p o k e  a s  th e ir  M a s te r  h a d  

s p o k e n  b e fo re  th e m : “ W e  s p e a k  w h a t  w e  k n o w , a n d  w e  te s t i fy  w h a t  w e  h a v e  s e e n .”

3 .  B u t  p e rh a p s  i t  M il  b e  a n s w e re d  th a t  o u r  s ta te  is  s o  a b so lu te ly  u n lik e , a n d  s o  r e m o te  f ro m  th e ir s , th a t  

o u r  p re a c h in g  m u s t b e  th e  r e su l t o f  p re p a ra t io n , s tu d y , a n d  in te lle c tu a l e f fo r t. T o  th is  th e  a n sw e r  m a y  b e  b o th  

y e s  a n d  n o . A n d  f i rs t , in  th e  a f f i rm a tiv e . N o t  o n ly  is  p re p a ra tio n  n e e d e d  fo r  a  p re a c h e r , b u t s u c h  p re p a ra t io n  a s  

p e rh a p s  g o e s  f a r  b e y o n d  w h a t  th e  o b je c to r  in te n d s . B y  p re p a ra t io n  is  c o m m o n ly  u n d e rs to o d  a  c a re fu l ly -w ri t te n  

c o m p o s i t io n , c a re f t i l ly  c o m m itte d  to  m e m o ry . I t  w e re  w e ll i f  a l l  p r ie s ts  f a i th fu l ly  m a d e  s u c h  p re p a ra t io n . B u t  th e  

p re p a ra tio n  r e q u ire d  fo r  a  p re a c h e r  g o e s  f a r th e r  b a c k , a n d  is  d e e p e r  th a n  th is . I t is  th e  p re p a ra t io n , n o t o f  th e  

s e rm o n , b u t o f  th e  m a n . I t is  th e  r e m o te , n o t th e  p ro x im a te , p re p a ra t io n  w h ic h  is c h ie f ly  n e e d e d . T h e  m a n  

p re a c h e s , n o t  th e  s e n n o n , a n d  th e  s e rm o n  is  a s  th e  m a n  is . S . P a u l s a y s , “ W e  p re a c h  n o t o u rs e lv e s , b u t C h r is t  

J e s u s  o u r  L o rd .”  N o w  th e y  w h o  w e re  fu l l o f  H is  m in d  a n d  p re se n c e  c o u ld  s o  p re a c h , b u t n o  o th e r s  c a n . M o s t  

m e n  d o  p re a c h  th e m se lv e s  —  th a t is , th e ir n a tu ra l m in d  —  a n d  th e m e a s u re a n d  k in d  o f  th e ir g if ts o r  

a c q u is i t io n s c o m e  o u t a n d  c o lo r  a n d  l im it  th e ir  p re a c h in g . T h e  e lo q u e n t  p re a c h  e lo q u e n tly , th e  le a rn e d  p re a c h  

le a rn e d ly , th e p e d a n tic p e d a n tic a l ly , th e  v a in -g lo r io u s v a in -g lo r io u s ly , th e e m p ty  e m p ti ly , th e c o n te n t io u s  

c o n te n tio u s ly ,  th e  c o ld  c o ld ly , th e  in d o le n t  in d o le n t ly . A n d  h o w  m u c h  o f  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  is  to  b e  h e a rd  in  s u c h  

p re a c h in g ?  C a n  i t  b e  s a id  th a t s u c h  m e n  " p re a c h  n o t  th e m se lv e s , b u t  C h r is t J e s u s  o u r  L o rd ” ?  I f  o u r  s e rm o n s  a re  

w h a t w e  a re , w e  m u s t g o  a  lo n g  w a y  b a c k  in  p re p a r in g  to  p re a c h . T h e  b o y  m u s t p re a c h , a n d  th e  y o u th  m u s t  

p re a c h , th a t  th e  m a n  m a y  p re a c h . I t m a y  b e  a n s w e re d . S . A u g u s t in e  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  g re a te s t o f  p re a c h e r s ,  b u t  h e  

b e g a n  la te  in  m a n h o o d . S . A u g u s t in e , l ik e S . P a u l , b e lo n g s to  a  s p e c ia l c a te g o ry , o f w h ic h  w e  w ill s p e a k  

h e re a f te r . T h e  C h u rc h , in  th e  C o u n c il o f  T re n t , in te n d s  th a t f ro m  tw e lv e  y e a r s  —  th e  s a c re d  a g e  o f  th e  D iv in e  

T e a c h e r in  th e  T e m p le  —  b o y s  to n s u re d , a n d  in  th e  c a s s o c k , “ th e  h a b it o f  r e l ig io n ,”  s h o u ld  b e  t r a in e d  u p  in  

s e m in a r ie s . O f  th e s e w e  w ill s p e a k  f i r s t ; a n d  w e  m a y  s a y  a t o n c e  th a t w e  n e e d  in  o u r  p ro p o r t io n  w h a t th e  

A p o s t le s  h a d  in  fu l ln e s s . I f  w e  w e re  fu l l , a s  w e  o u g h t to  b e , o f  th e  d iv in e  f a c ts  a n d  t ru th s  o f  f a i th , w e  s h o u ld  

n e v e r  la c k  th e  m a tte r ; a n d  i f  w e  w e re  u n ite d , a s  w e  o u g h t  to  b e , in  h e a r t  a n d  w ill w ith  o u r  D iv in e  M a ste r , w e  

s h o u ld  n o t  la c k  e i th e r  l ig h t  o r  f e rv o r .

B u t  to  r e tu rn  to  p re p a ra t io n . I f  i t is  th e  m a n  th a t  p re a c h e s , p re p a ra tio n  is  a  l i fe : i t m u s t b e g in  e a r ly . In  

b o y h o o d  w e  o u g h t  to  te a m  o u r  m o th e r - to n g u e  —  n o  h a rd  ta s k , i f  th o se  w h o  te a c h  u s  k n o w  i t th e m s e lv e s ; w e  

o u g h t  a ls o  to  le a rn  e a r ly  h o w  to  u s e  o u r  r e a s o n . T h e re  is  n o th in g  r e c o n d ite  o r  d if f ic u l t in  lo g ic , n o th in g  th a t  b o y s  

c o u ld  n o t le a rn  a s  s o o n  a s  th e y  k n o w  th e ir  g ra m m a r . T h is  r e m o te  p re p a ra tio n  is  r a d ic a l a n d  v ita l . T h e n  in  d u e  

t im e  c o m e s  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  H o ly  S c r ip tu re , w h ic h  e x p la in s  th e  C a te c h ism ; a n d  th e o lo g y , w h ic h  u n fo ld s  a n d  

d e v e lo p s  th e  C a te c h ism  in to  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  f a i th . T h e s e  p re p a ra to ry  d is c ip l in e s c a n n o t  b e  g o t u p  o n  o c c a s io n  

w h e n  w a n te d . T h e y  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  w ro u g h t in to  th e  in te ll ig e n c e  b y  a  c o n tin u o u s  a n d  p ro g re s s iv e  fo rm a tio n .

T h e re  w ill a lw a y s  b e  e x c e p t io n s  to  e v e ry  la w , e v e n  o f  n a tu re . A m o n g  th o s e  w h o  s e e . s o m e  a re  d im -  

s ig h te d ; a m o n g  th o s e  w h o  h e a r , s o m e  c a n n o t  d is c e rn  th e  d is t in c t io n  o f  m u s ic a l n o te s ; s o  i t m a y  b e  tm e  th a t  

a m o n g  th o s e  w h o  k n o w , s o m e  m a y  n o t  b e  a b le  to  u tte r  in  s p e e c h  w h a t th e y  k n o w  in  th o u g h t . B u t th e s e  a re  

e x c e p t io n s , a n d  m a y  b e  s e t  a s id e . N e rv o u s  a g i ta t io n ,  w a n t  o f  s e lf - c o m m a n d ,  f e a r , a n x ie ty ,  d e s ir e  to  s u c c e e d ,  a n d  

th e  l ik e  o f te n  m a k e  m e n  lo s e  th e ir  s e lf -p o s s e s s io n . T h e n  th e y  s ta m m e r  a n d  fo rg e t . B u t  a s  a  la w  o f  o u r  m in d  w e  

m a y  la y  i t d o w n  th a t w h a te v e r is r e a lly  k n o w n  c a n  b e s u re ly s a id , Verbaque praevisam rem non invita 

sequentur. W e  th in k  in  w o rd s , a n d  e v e ry  th o u g h t  c lo th e s  i ts e lf  a s  i t  a r ise s  in  th e  m in d . I f , th e n , w e  a c q u ire  th e  



h a b it o f  th in k in g , w e  s h o u ld  a c q u ire  s im u lta n e o u s ly  a  h a b it o f  m e n ta l u tte ra n c e  in  w o rd s , a n d  th e  u tte ra n c e  o f  

th e  to n g u e  w o u ld  fo l lo w  b y  a  la w  o f  n a tu re . T h e  c h ie f  h in d ra n c e  to  th is  is  th e  w a n t  o f  th in k in g . W e  r e a d  o r  c o p y  

th e  th o u g h ts  o f  o th e r  m e n , w h ic h , th e re fo re , a re  n o t  o u r  o w n : w e  a p p ro p r ia te  th e m  b y  m e m o ry . B u t  m e m o ry  is  

n o t th o u g h t; a n d  to  th in k  a n d  to  r e m e m b e r  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  is  a  f e a t th a t  f e w  c a n  a c c o m p lis h . W e  m a y  t ru s t  to  

m e m o ry  a l to g e th e r , o r  to  th in k in g  a l to g e th e r ; b u t  th e  tw o  m e n ta l p ro c e s s e s  im p e d e  e a c h  o th e r , a n d  c a n n o t  b e  

s a fe ly  c o m b in e d . W h ile  m e n  a re  r e m e m b e r in g , th in k in g  c e a s e s ; a n d  w h e n  m e n  th in k , m e m o ry  is s u s p e n d e d .  

W h a t n e e d  o f  m e m o ry  w h e n  a  m a n  s p e a k s  o u t o f  th e  fu l ln e s s  o f  I r is  p re s e n t  c o n s c io u s n e s s ?  I t is  a  p ro v e rb  th a t  

e v e ry  m a n  is  e lo q u e n t  o n  h is  o w n  s u b je c t . S ta te s m e n , la w y e rs , m e n  o f  s c ie n c e , p o e ts , s o ld ie r s , t r a d e r s , e a c h  in  

h is  o w n  c ra f t , is  r e a d y  a n d  f lu e n t a t a n y  t im e , h o w s o e v e r  s u d d e n . T h e y  s p e a k  w ith  f a c il i ty  a n d  fu l ln e s s . T h e  

h a b itu a l  th o u g h ts  o f  e a c h  a re  u p o n  h is  c a l l in g , w o rk , o r  c ra f t , a n d  w ith o u t  p re p a ra t io n  h e  is  r e a d y  a t  a n y  m o m e n t  

to  s p e a k  c o r re c tly  a n d  p ro m p tly . W h y  is  i t , th e n , th a t  a  p r ie s t c a n n o t w ith o u t  p re p a ra tio n  s p e a k  fo r  G o d  a n d  fo r  

H is  k in g d o m , fo r  H is  t ru th  a n d  fo r  H is  la w ?  I f  w e  w e re  fu l l o f  th e s e  th in g s , i f  w e  r e a liz e d  th e m  a n d  l iv e d  in  

th e m  a s  th e  c o n v ic t io n s  o f  o u r  r e a s o n  a n d  th e  a f fe c t io n s  o f  o u r  h e a r ts , to  s p e a k  o f  th e m  w o u ld  b e  e v e n  a  r e l ie f .  

W e  a re  n e v e r  w e a ry  o r  e m b a rra ss e d  in  s p e a k in g  o f  th o se  w e  lo v e , a n d  o f  th e  th in g s  th a t a re  d e a r  to  u s . In  th e  

m e a s u re  in  w h ic h  w e  r e a l iz e  th e  w o r ld  o f  f a i th , th e  e te rn a l t ru th s , th e  n a tu re  o f  s in , th e  lo v e  o f  s o u ls , th e ir  

d a n g e r  o f  p e r ish in g ,  w e  s h a l l  f in d  n o  d if f ic u l ty  in  s p e a k in g  o n  th e m  w ith  s in c e r i ty  a n d  s im p lic i ty '.  I t  is  th e  d e s ire  

to  b e  e lo q u e n t a n d  to  s h in e  a s  o ra to rs  th a t  c a u se s  u n re a l i ty , v a in -g lo ry , a n d  e m p tin e s s . I f  w e  c o u ld  o n ly  fo rg e t  

o u rs e lv e s  a n d  s p e a k  s e r io u s ly  fo r  G o d , w e  s h o u ld  f in d  le s s  d if f ic u l ty  in  p re a c h in g ; a n d  th e  p e o p le  w o u ld  h e a r  u s  

g la d ly ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  w o u ld  b e l ie v e  th a t  w e  m e a n  w h a t  w e  s a y . T h e y  a re  v e ry  q u ic k  to  p e rc e iv e ,  i t  m a y  b e  s a id  to  

f e e l , w h e th e r a  p r ie s t s p e a k s f ro m  h is h e a r t o r o n ly  f ro m  h is l ip s . T h e  h o m ilie s  o f  th e  e a r ly  F a th e r s a re  

u n o s te n ta tio u s  a n d  fu l l  o f  H o ly  S c r ip tu re . S . J o h n  C h ry so s to m  m ig h t  b e  q u o te d  a s  f lo r id  in  s ty le ;  b u t  i t  is  n o t  th e  

s e lf - c o n s c io u s  a n d  s t il te d  d e c la m a tio n  w h ic h  is  p ra is e d  a s  p u lp i t o ra to ry . A n d  S . J o h n  C h ry so s to m  s p e a k s  in  th e  

s ty le  o f  S . P a u l; a n d  h is  m in d  w a s  s o  l ik e  th a t  o f  th e  A p o s t le  th a t h e  w a s  b e l ie v e d  to  w rite  a n d  s p e a k  w ith  a  

s p e c ia l a s s is ta n c e  f ro m  S . P a u l . A t  a l l  t im e s  p re a c h e rs  h a v e  b e e n  te m p te d  to  s e lf -m a n ife s ta t io n . W e  a re  to ld  th a t  

w h e n  S . B e rn a rd  w a s  p re a c h in g  h is  s e rm o n  o n e  d a y  S a ta n  s a id  to  h im , “ Y o u  h a v e  p re a c h e d  m o s t  e lo q u e n tly ;”  

a n d  S . B e rn a rd  a n s w e re d , “ I  n e i th e r  b e g a n  fo r  th e e  n o r  w ill le a v e  o f f  fo r  th e e .”  W e  r e a d , to o , in  th e  l i f e  o f  S . 

V in c e n t  F e r re r  th a t , h a v in g  to  p re a c h  b e fo re  th e  K in g  o f  F ra n c e , h e  e la b o ra te d  h is  s e rm o n . I t  f a i le d , a n d  f e l l  f la t . 

T h e  n e x t d a y  h e  p re a c h e d  a g a in  w ith  l i t t le  p re p a ra tio n . T h e  K in g  s a id  to  h im , “ Y e s te rd a y I h e a rd  B ro th e r  

V in c e n t: to -d a y  I  h a v e  h e a rd  th e  H o ly  G h o s t.”  I t  m a y , h o w e v e r , b e  tm ly  s a id  th a t  p u lp i t  o ra to ry  c a m e  in  w ith  th e  

r e v iv a l o f  p a g a n is m , im p io u s ly  c a lle d  th e  Renascimento. M e n ’s h e a d s  w e re  tu rn e d  w ith  l i te r a ry  v a n ity . T h e  

a m b itio n  to  c o p y  th e  R o m a n  o ra to r s in  s ty le  a n d  d ic t io n  a n d  g e s tu re  d e s tro y e d  th e  s im p lic i ty  o f  C h r is t ia n  

p re a c h e r s , a n d  b re d  u p  a  r a c e  o f  p o m p o u s  rh e to r ic ia n s , f r ig id , p re te n t io u s , a n d  g ra n d ilo q u e n t .  T h e  e v i l , o n c e  in  

a c t iv i ty , s p re a d , a n d  h a s  d e s c e n d e d . S a in ts h a v e  la b o re d  a g a in s t i t in  v a in  —  S . Ig n a t iu s w ith  h is e n e rg e tic  

p la in n e s s , S . P h il ip  w ith  h is  d a i ly  w o rd  o f  G o d , S . C h a r le s  w ith  h is  virilis simplicitas — h is  m a n ly  s im p lic i ty .  

B u t th e  f lo o d  h a d  s e t in , a n d  i t  b o re  d o w n  a l l o p p o s i tio n . T h e  w o r ld  ru n s  a f te r  p u lp i t o ra to r s . T h e y  p le a s e  th e  

e a r , a n d  d o  n o t  d is tu rb  th e  c o n s c ie n c e . T h e y  m o v e  th e  e m o tio n s , b u t d o  n o t  c h a n g e  th e  w ill . T h e  w o r ld  s u f fe r s  

n o  lo s s  fo r  th e m , n o r  is  i t  h u m b le d , n o r  w o u n d e d . W e  h a v e  n o t , in d e e d , s e e n  o u r  D iv in e  M a ste r , n o r  h e a rd  H is  

v o ic e ; b u t  i f  b y  f a i th  a n d  m e n ta l  p ra y e r  w e  r e a l iz e  H is  p re s e n c e , H is  t ru th , H is  w ill ,  a n d  o u r  o w n  c o m m iss io n  to  

s p e a k  in  H is  n a m e , w e  s h a l l  b e  f i l le d  w ith  a  c o n s c io u sn e ss  o f  th e  u n s e e n  w o r ld  a n d  i ts  r e a li t ie s , a n d  o u t  o f  th a t  

fu l ln e s s  w e  s h a l l s p e a k . W e  s h a l l, in d e e d , n e e d  c a re fu l  a n d  m in u te  p re p a ra t io n  o f  w h a t  w e  a re  to  s a y . B u t  h a v in g  

a  c le a r  o u tl in e  in  o u r  in te l le c t , w o rd s  w ill  b y  a  la w  o f  o u r  n a tu re  fo l lo w  th e  s p o n ta n e o u s  c o u rs e s  o f  o u r  th o u g h t .  

B u t  fo r  th is  a n  a c c u ra te  p re p a ra tio n  o f  th e  s u b je c t-m a tte r  w ith  p e n  a n d  in k , a n a ly z e d  a n d  d iv id e d  lo g ic a l ly , w ith  

te rm s  a n d  p ro p o s i t io n s  w e ll d e f in e d , is  a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s s a ry . T h e n  th is  o u tl in e  o r  s y n o p s is  m u s t  b e  th o u g h t  o u t  

a n d  im p re s s e d , n o t  u p o n  th e  m e m o ry , b u t  u p o n  th e  in te l le c t , s o  th a t  th e  w h o le , w ith  i ts  p a r ts  a n d  i ts  c o n tin u i ty , 

is  p re s e n t to  th e  m in d , n o t  b y  r e m e m b e r in g , b u t  b y  r e a so n in g . T h is  k in d  o f  p re p a ra tio n  r e q u ire s  m o re  th o u g h t  

a n d  m e n ta l in d u s try  th a n  w ritin g  o u t a  c o m p o s i t io n  a n d  le a rn in g  i t  b y  h e a r t . T h e  d if f e re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  

p ro c e s se s  is  th is : th e  w rit te n  s e rm o n  is  w h a t  w e  th o u g h t  w h e n  w e  w ro te  i t ; th e  s p o k e n  s e rm o n  is  w h a t  w e  th in k  

a t  th e  m o m e n t  o f  s p e a k in g . I t is  o u r  p re s e n t  c o n v ic t io n  o f  in te l le c t a n d  f e e lin g  o f  h e a r t: i t  is  th e re fo re  r e a l, a n d  

f e l t to  b e  r e a l b y  th o s e  w h o  h e a r . H a p p y  a re  th e y  w h o  b y  s u c h  a  d is c ip l in e , in te lle c tu a l a n d  m o ra l , id e n t i ty ' 

th e m s e lv e s  w ith  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  a n d  s p e a k  i t  a s  th e ir  o w n .

W e  s h a l l n o t  in d e e d  b e  in s p ir e d , b u t  w e  k n o w  o f  n o  l im it to  th e  l ig h t a n d  g ra c e  th a t G o d  w ill g iv e  to  

th o s e  w h o  a s k  i t . H e  w ill  g iv e  to  u s  os et sapientiam, a  m o u th  a n d  w is d o m  in  s p e a k in g  fo r  H im  to  th e  w o r ld . H e  

is  w o rk in g  H is  o w n  p u rp o s e s  b y  u s . W e  d o  n o t  k n o w  to  w h o m  th e  m e s s a g e  is  s e n t. I t o f te n  h a p p e n s  n o w  th a t  

m a n y  y e a r s  p a s s , a n d  w e  k n o w  fo r  th e  f i rs t  t im e  th a t o n  s u c h  a  d a y  a n d  in  s u c h  a  p la c e  s o m e  w o rd  o f  o u rs  h a s  

s tu n g  a  c o n s c ie n c e , o r  s t ir r e d  a  h e a r t , o r  m o v e d  a  w ill , a n d  b ro u g h t  a  s o u l  to  G o d . B u t  w e  s h a l l n e v e r  k n o w  in  

th is  w o r ld  a l l  th a t  G o d  m a y  h a v e  d o n e  w h ile  w e  w e re  u n c o n s c io u s . T h e re fo re . " C a s t  th y  b re a d  u p o n  th e  ru n n in g  

w a te r s , fo r  a f te r  a  lo n g  t im e  th o u  s h a l t f in d  i t a g a in .”  W h e n  w e  h a v e  m a d e  a l l s u c h  p re p a ra t io n  a s  I h a v e  s a id , 

th e  la s t p re p a ra tio n  is  to  k n e e l b e fo re  o u r  D iv in e  L o rd  in  th e  B le s s e d  S a c ra m e n t , a n d  to  m a k e  th e  s ig n  o f  th e  

C ro s s  u p o n  o u r  l ip s  in  h o n o r  o f  th e  S a c re d  M o u th , w h ic h  s p a k e  a s  n e v e r  a n y  m a n  s p o k e ; o f fe r in g  to  H im  o u r  

c o n fu s io n , i f  H e  b e  p le a se d  to  h u m b le  u s  b y  f a i lu re ; a n d  p ra y in g  H im  to  w o rk  H is  o w n  w ill  b y  H is  o w n  w o rd ,  



e v e n  th o u g h  in  o u r  m o u th . “ H e  th a t h e a re th  y o u  h e a re th  M e ”  g iv e s  u s  a  s h a re  in  th e  p ro m is e  m a d e  in  p ro p h e c y  

to  H im s e lf . “ M y  S p ir i t th a t is  in  th e e , a n d  M y  w o rd s  th a t I h a v e  p u t  in  th y  m o u th , s h a l l n o t d e p a r t o u t  o f  th y  

m o u th , n o r  o u t  o f  th e  m o u th  o f  th y  s e e d , n o r  o u t  o f  th e  m o u th  o f  th y  s e e d ’s  s e e d , f ro m  h e n c e fo r th  a n d  fo r  e v e r .”  

T h e re fo re , “ In  th e  m o rn in g  s o w  th y  s e e d , a n d  in  th e  e v e n in g  le t n o t  th y  h a n d  c e a s e ;  fo r  th o u  k n o w e s t n o t  w h ic h  

s h a l l r a th e r  s p r in g  u p , th is  o r  th a t ; a n d  i f  b o th  to g e th e r , i t  s h a l l  b e  th e  b e t te r .”

W ith  th e s e  w o rd s  b e fo re  u s , w h a t s h a ll w e  s a y  o f  a  p r ie s t  w h o  c a tc h e s u p  a n  o ld  s e rm o n , i t m a y  b e .  

u p o n  th e  In c a rn a t io n  fo r  T r in i ty  S u n d a y , o r  o n  e v i l s p e a k in g  fo r  C h r is tm a s  D a y , o r  o n  h e a v e n ly  jo y s  in  L e n t; o r .  

s t i l l w o rs e , w h o  g o e s  to  th e  p u lp i t  w ith o u t p re p a ra t io n , r e m o te  o r  p ro x im a te , w ith o u t m e d ita t io n  a n d  w ith o u t  

p ra y e r ; w h o  c h o o s e s  h is  te x t  a t  th e  m o m e n t, t ru s t in g  to  a  f lu e n t  to n g u e  a n d  a  s tr in g  o f  p io u s  c o m m o n p la c e s ?  In  

th e  s o u l o f  s u c h  a  p r ie s t  c a n  th e re  b e  h o ly  f e a r , a  s e n s e  o f  th e  s a n c t i ty  o f  G o d , o f  th e  a c c o u n t h e  m u s t g iv e  fo r  

e v e ry  id le  w o rd , o r  a  lo v e  o f  s o u ls , o r  a  d e s ir e  fo r  th e  g lo iy  o f  G o d , o r  a  c o n s c io u s n e ss  th a t h e  is  g r ie v in g  th e  

H o ly  G h o s t?

C H A P T E R  X V ,

T H E  P R IE S T ’ S  L IB E R T Y

H A S  a  p r ie s t  m o re  l ib e r ty ' th a n  a  la y m a n ?  A t  f i r s t s ig h t  w e  s a y  y e s ;  b e c a u s e  th e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  l i f ts  h im  

in  p r iv i le g e s  a b o v e  o th e r  m e n , a n d  m a k e s  h im  to  b e  th e ir  ju d g e  a n d  c e n s o r  a n d  g u id e . M o re o v e r , h e  is  r e c to r  o f  

h is  m is s io n  o r  p a r is h , a n d  h a s  a  la rg e  d is c re tio n  in  a l l t i l in g s : h e  is  u n c o n tro lle d  m a s te r  o f  h is  o w n  h o u s e , o f  h is  

h o u rs , o f  h is h a b its , a n d . e x c e p t in g  in  th e  d is c h a rg e o f  h is s p ir i tu a l d u tie s , h e  h a s th e  a b s o lu te  c o n tro l a n d  

d is p o s a l  o f  h is  w h o le  l i f e . H e  m a y  g o  w h e re  h e  w ill , s ta y  a s  lo n g  a s  h e  l ik e s , c h o o s e  h is  o w n  s o c ie ty . T h e re  is  n o  

o n e  a l l d a y  to  c h e c k  o r  to  c ro s s h is l ib e r ty ', a n d  u n c h e c k e d  l ib e r ty ' e a s i ly  g ro w s  to  l ic e n s e . H e  is  a l to g e th e r  

in d e p e n d e n t  o f  a l l  e x c e p t h is  B is h o p , a n d  h is  B ish o p  is  a t  a  d is ta n c e . A  p r ie s t  is  th e re fo re , i f  a n y  q u e s t io n  a r is e s ,  

th e  ju d g e  in  I r is o w n  c a s e . H e  d e c id e s  a n d  a p p lie s  th e  la w  to  h im s e lf . T h is  is in d e e d  a  g re a t a n d  d a n g e ro u s  

l ib e r ty , f a r  b e y o n d  th a t  o f  a  la y m a n .

N e v e r th e le s s a  p r ie s t is  u n d e r  o b lig a tio n s  f ro m  w h ic h  th e  la y m a n  is f r e e . H e  is  b o u n d  in  a  s p e c ia l  

d e g re e  b y  th e  d iv in e  t r a d it io n  o f  f a i th  a n d  m o ra ls , a n d  th a t n o t o n ly  to  o b s e rv e  i t , b u t  to  m a k e  o th e r s  to  o b s e rv e  

i t . H e  is  b o u n d  b y  th e  d is c ip l in e  o f  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h , b y  th e  P o n tif ic a l la w , w h ic h  is  p a r tly  c o m m o n  a n d  

u n iv e r s a l , a n d  p a r t ly  th e  lo c a l la w  o f  th e  d io c e se  to  w h ic h  h e  b e lo n g s . B u t  b e y o n d  th is  h e  is  b o u n d  b y  th re e  c h ie f  

o b lig a t io n s  —  th a t is , b y  th e  la w  o f  c h a s t ity , w h ic h  is e q u iv a le n t to  a  v o w . A n d  th is o b lig a t io n  in v o lv e s  

s e p a ra t io n  a n d  a b s tin e n c e  f ro m  e v e ry th in g  th a t c a n  a f fe c t th e  in w a rd  p u r i ty  o f  h is  s o u l , o r  w ith d ra w  h is  h e a r t  

f ro m  th e  s u p re m e  lo v e  o f  h is  D iv in e  M a s te r . H e  c a n  h a v e  n o  u n b a la n c e d  h u m a n  a t ta c lu n e n ts . H e  is  b o u n d  a ls o  

to  th e  s p ir it o f  p o v e r ty , a n d  th e re fo re  to  a  l i f e  in  th e  s p ir i t  o f  p o v e r ty . H e  m a y  p o s s e s s  a  la rg e  p a tr im o n y ,  a n d  

h o ld  a  r ic h  b e n e f ic e . H e  is  n o t b o u n d  b y  la w  to  g iv e  h is  p a tr im o n y  to  th e  p o o r . H e  m a y  la w fu l ly  s p e n d  o n  

h im s e lf  a n d  h is  h o u s e . B u t a l l th in g s  th a t a re  la w fu l a re  n o t  th e re fo re  f i t t in g  o r  s a c e rd o ta l . O f  I r is  b e n e f ic e  h e  

m a y  ta k e  I r is  d u e  m a in te n a n c e , b u t  a l l  b e y o n d  o u g h t  to  g o  to  p io u s  u s e s . H e  m a y  b e  r ic h , b u t i f  h e  w o u ld  l iv e  a s  

a  p r ie s t , h e  o u g h t  to  l iv e  a s  a  p o o r  m a n . I f  h e  l iv e  a s  a  r ic h  m a n , e v e n  th o u g h  h e  c o m m it  n o  s in , h e  d o e s  n o t  l iv e  

l ik e  h is  M a s te r . A n d  th e  s e rv a n t o u g h t n o t  to  b e  a b o v e  h is  L o rd . In  th e  m e a s u re  in  w h ic h  h e  lo v e s  H im  h e  w ill  

d e s ir e  to  b e  l ik e  H im , a n d  w ill  c h o o s e  H is  lo t .

T h ird ly , h e  is  b o u n d  to  o b e d ie n c e . A n d  th a t  o b e d ie n c e  h a s  i ts  ru le  in  th e  la w s  o f  th e  C h u rc h  a n d  o f  th e  

d io c e s e , b u t  i t  h a s  i ts  m o tiv e  in  th e  lo v e  o f  o u r  L o rd  a n d  o f  s o u ls , a n d  i t h a s  i ts  o b lig a t io n  in  th e  p ro m is e  m a d e  in  

o rd in a tio n  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  B is h o p .

B u t  b e y o n d  th e s e  o b lig a t io n s , w h ic h  c o m e  b y  s p o n ta n e o u s  c o n tra c t in  r e c e iv in g  th e  p r ie s th o o d , th e re  is  

a  la w  a n d  a n  o b lig a t io n  w h ic h  b in d s e v e ry  m e m b e r  o f  th e  m y s tic a l B o d y  o f  C h r is t , a n d  a b o v e  a l l th e  c h ie f  

m e m b e rs  o f  th e  b o d y  —  th a t is , th e  B is h o p s  a n d  p r ie s ts  o f  th e  C h u rc h  —  n a m e ly , th e  la w  o f  1  ib c r ty . S . J a m e s  

s a y s : “ S o  s p e a k  y e  a n d  s o  d o  a s  b e g in n in g  (o r  b e in g )  to  b e  ju d g e d  b y  th e  la w  o f  l ib e r ty .”  T h is  la w  is  a n te r io r  to  

a l l o th e r  la w s , b o n d s , o r  v o w s ; i t is  u n iv e rs a l , a n d  c o n s tra in s  e v e ry  r e g e n e ra te  s o u l . I t is  s u p re m e , a n d  h a s  n o  

l im it in  i ts  r e q u ire m e n ts  e x c e p t  th e  p o w e r  w e  h a v e  to  fu lf i l i t .

S . P a u l , w ritin g  to  th e  G a la t ia n s , c a l ls  th e  la w  o f  M o s e s  th e  la w  o f  b o n d a g e , a n d  th e  G o s p e l th e  la w  o f  

l ib e r ty . W rit in g  to  th e  R o m a n s , h e  s a y s  th a t  th e  la w  o f  b o n d a g e  is  th e  la w  o f  s in  a n d  d e a th . B u t S . J a m e s  h a s  a  

h ig h e r  m e a n in g .

1 . T h is  la w  o f  l ib e r ty  is . f i rs t , th e  la w  o f  G o d  w rit te n  u p o n  o u r  h e a r t in  o u r  r e g e n e ra t io n . B y  o u r  f i r s t  

b ir th  w e  w e re  b o m  in  th e  b o n d a g e  o f  s in  a n d  d e a th . T h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  la w  o f  G o d , a n d  e v e n  o f  th e  e x is te n c e  

o f  G o d , w a s  o b s c u re d  in  u s . B y  o u r  r e g e n e ra t io n  w e  r e c e iv e d  f ro m  th e  H o ly  G h o s t  th e  v ir tu e s  o f  f a i th , h o p e , a n d  

c h a r ity . B a p tis m  w a s  c a lle d  φ ω τ ισ μ ό ς  a n d  th e  b a p tiz e d  i l lu m in a te d . T h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d  a n d  o f  H is  la w  w a s  

r e s to re d  to  u s . T h e  w ill , w h ic h  w a s  w o u n d e d  a n d  w e a k e n e d  b y  o r ig in a l s in , w a s  l ib e ra te d  f ro m  th e  b o n d a g e  o f  

w e a k n e s s  a n d  r e s to re d  to  i ts  l ib e r ty . I t  w a s  th is  th a t  G o d  p ro m is e d , w h e n  H e  s a id : “ T h is  is  th e  te s ta m e n t  w h ic h  I  



w ill  m a k e  w ith  th e m  a f te r  th o se  d a y s , s a ith  th e  L o rd . I  w ill  g iv e  M y  la w s  in  th e ir  h e a r ts , a n d  in  th e ir  m in d s  w ill  I  

w rite  th e m .”  B y  o u r  r e g e n e ra tio n  w e  a re  m a d e  e o n s  o f  G o d . B y  th e  in fu s io n  a n d  in d w e ll in g  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t  

th e  w ill  is  e le v a te d  a n d  e m p o w e re d  to  d o  th e  w ill  o f  G o d . B y  o u r  f i rs t  b ir th  i t  w a s  d e p r iv e d  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t .  

B y  o u r  s e c o n d  b ir th  th e  w ill is  in v e s te d  o n c e  m o re  w ith  s u p e rn a tu ra l p o w e r . “ A s  m a n y  a s  r e c e iv e d  H im  to  th e m  

H e  g a v e  p o w e r  to  b e c o m e  s o n s  o f  G o d .”  T h e  w e a k n e s s  o f  th e  w ill  a n d  th e  s tr e n g th  o f  p a s s io n  b ro u g h t  th e  w ill  

in to  a  b o n d a g e . I t  h a d  a lw a y s  i ts  f r e e d o m ,  b u t  i t  w a s  b r ib e d  b y  i ts  lo w e r  a ffe c t io n s  to  b e tra y  i ts e lf .

B y  o u r  r e g e n e ra tio n  w e  e n te r  in to  th e  l ib e r ty  o f  th e  s o n s  o f  G o d . S . P a u l  d e s c r ib e s  th is : “ T h e re  is  n o w .  

th e re fo re , n o  c o n d e m n a tio n  to  th e m  th a t  a re  in  C h r is t J e su s , w h o  w a lk  n o t  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  f le sh ; fo r  th e  la w  o f  

th e  s p ir i t o f  l i f e  in  C h r is t  J e s u s  h a th  d e l iv e re d  m e  f ro m  th e  la w  o f  s in  a n d  o f  d e a th .”  T h e y  a re  s e t  f r e e  f ro m  th e  

g u ilt  o f  o r ig in a l s in : f ro m  i ts  p o w e r , a n d  f ro m  i ts  f a s c in a t io n . T h e  c h ie f  d a n g e r  in  s in  is  i ts  s w e e tn e ss  a n d  i ts  

s u b t i t le . I t  f a s c in a te s  a n d  d e c e iv e s  th e  s o u l . I t  d ra w s  b y  d e s ir e  a n d  i t  d e c e iv e s  b y  i ts  d is s im u la t io n . T h e re  is  n o  

d u ty  o f  a  s o n  o f  G o d  th a t  th e  r e g e n e ra te  c a n n o t  fu lf i l i f  th e y  h a v e  th e  w ill . T h e y  h a v e  b o th  th e  p o w e r  a n d  th e  

f r e e d o m . T h is ,  th e n , is  th e  f i rs t  s te p  in  th e  l ib e r ty  o f  th e  c h i ld re n  o f  G o d . T h e y  a re  f r e e  f ro m  e te rn a l  d e a th . I t  h a s  

n o  c la im  o r  p o w e r  o v e r  th e m ; n o r  c a n  i t  r e g a in  i ts  p o w e r  u n le s s  th e y  b e tra y  th e m s e lv e s .

2 .  F u r th e r , th e  la w  o f  l ib e r ty  is  th e  w ill  e le v a te d  b y  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . T o  s e rv e  G o d  is  to  r e ig n . T o  lo v e  

G o d  is  p e r fe c t  l ib e r ty . Ubi spiritus Domini ibi libertas. Charitas Dei diffusa est in cordibus nostris per Spiritum 

Sanctum, qui datus est nobis. W h e re  th e  S p ir i t  is , th e re  is  l ib e r ty ;  fo r  th e  S p ir i t  o f  G o d  is  lo v e , a n d  w h e re  lo v e  is ,  

th e re  is  l ib e r ty . T h e re  c a n  b e  n o  l ib e r ty  w h e re  lo v e  is  n o t . W h e re  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  is  n o t , th e  lo v e  o f  c re a tu re s ,  

a n d  o f  th e  lo w e s t  o f  a l l  c re a tu re s ,  th e  lo v e  o f  s e lf , r e ig n s . T h e re  c a n  b e  n o  g re a te r  b o n d a g e  th a n  th is . T h e  lo v e  o f  

c re a tu re s  b r in g s  w ith  i t  je a lo u s ie s , d is a p p o in tm e n ts , r e s e n tm e n ts , a n d  m a n ifo ld  te m p ta tio n s . A  p r ie s t  w h o  h a s  

lo s t h is  l ib e r ty  b y  a n y  u n b a la n c e d  a t ta c h m e n t  is  in  b o n d a g e . H e  is  d e p e n d e n t  fo r  h is  h a p p in e s s  a n d  fo r  h is  p e a c e  

u p o n  s o m e th in g  b e lo w  G o d , w h ic h  is  c h a n g e fu l , u n c e r ta in , a n d  t r a n s ie n t S . A u g u s t in e  d e s c r ib e s  h is  o w n  s ta te ,  

b e fo re  th e  s u p re m e  lo v e  o f  G o d  s e t  h im  f r e e , a s  a  b o n d a g e  o f  i ro n  c h a in s , n o t  fo rg e d  b y  th e  h a n d s  o f  o th e r  m e n ,  

b u t  b y  h is  o w n  i ro n  w ill.

B u t  a f te rw a rd s , w h e n  h e  h a d  b e e n  r e d e e m e d  in to  th e  l ib e r ty  o f  th e  s o n s  o f  G o d , h e  s a id , “ L o v e  a n d  d o  

w h a t  y o u  w ill;”  fo r  o u r  w ill  th e n  is  th e  w ill  o f  G o d . W e  h a v e  n o  o th e r  w ill  th a n  H is , a n d  in  d o in g  H is  w ill  w e  d o  

o u r  o w n . F o r  lo v e  is  th e  w ill,  a n d  th e  w ill  is  lo v e . Pondus voluntatis amor. A s  w e  lo v e  s o  w e  w ill . L o v e  in c l in e s  

th e  w ill, a n d  g iv e s  i t  m o tio n  a n d  m o m e n tu m . I t is  b y  lo v e  th a t  w e  c le a v e  to  G o d . Qui adhaeret Domino unus 

spiritus est. T h is  u n ity  is  u n ity  o f  w ill . A n d  i t  is  k n o w n  to  o u rs e lv e s , a n d  s h o w n  to  th e  w o r ld  b y  m a n y  s u re  a n d  

e v id e n t s ig n s . F ir s t , i t  c h a n g e s  a l l o u r  a im s  in  l i fe . B e fo re , w e  w e re  a im in g  a t  m a n y  th in g s  b e lo w  G o d ;  th in g s ,  i t  

m a y  b e , e v i l  a n d  d a n g e ro u s , o r  th in g s  in n o c e n t  a n d  la w fu l ,  y e t  b e lo w  G o d . W e  w e re  fu l l  o f  th e m , a n d  w e  s h a p e d  

o u r  l i f e  s o  a s  to  in s u re  th e m . N o w  w e  h a v e  a im s  a l to g e th e r  n e w . O u r  a s p ir a tio n  is  fo r  n o th in g  o n  th is  s id e  o f  th e  

h o r iz o n , b u t  b e y o n d  i t . T h e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d , a n d  G o d  H im s e lf ; th e  v is io n  o f  G o d , a n d  u n io n  w ith  H im : th e s e  

a re  th e  a im s  w h ic h  g o v e rn  o u r  l i f e .

A n d  a s  o u r  a im s  s o  o u r  in te re s ts  —  th a t  is , th e  g o v e rn in g  d e s ir e s  o f  o u r  d a i ly  l i f e  a n d  w o rk . O n c e  i t  w a s  

fo r  th e  f a ir , a n d  in n o c e n t , a n d  la w fu l  th in g s  o f  th is  w o r ld  —  fo r  o f  o th e r  a n d  d a rk e r  th in g s  w e  a re  n o t  s p e a k in g  

n o w  —  fo r  m a n y  th in g s  w e  l iv e d , a n d  to i le d , a n d  s p e n t o u r  s tr e n g th , t i l l  a  h ig h e r  l ig h t  f e l l  u p o n  u s , a n d  th e  lo v e  

o f  G o d  a ro s e  in  o u r  h e a r ts . T h e n c e fo rw a rd  w e  tu rn e d  o u r  w h o le  m in d  a n d  w ill  to  d e e p e r  a n d  a u s te re r  w o rk s . T h e  

s a lv a t io n  o f  s o u ls , th e  s p re a d  o f  th e  f a i th , th e  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d , th e  h a l lo w in g  o f  H is  n a m e , th e  

r e ig n  o f  H is  w ill in  a l l a ro u n d  u s : th e s e  b e c a m e  th e  in te re s ts  w h ic h  a b s o rb e d  a l l o u r  th o u g h ts  a n d  e f fo r ts . W e  

c e a s e d  to  b e  o f  th o s e  w h o  s e e k  th e ir  o w n  th in g s , a n d  b e c a m e  o f  th o se  w h o  s e e k  “ th e  th in g s th a t a re  J e s u s  

C h r is t ’s .”

T o  th e s e  n e w  a im s  a n d  n e w  in te re s ts  a re  a d d e d  a lso  n e w  ta s te s  —  th a t is , n e w  in te r io r  a n d  s p ir i tu a l  

p e rc e p t io n s  o f  p le a s u re  a n d  d e l ig h t  in  th in g s  w h ic h  in  t im e  p a s t  w e re , fo r  u s , w ith o u t  s w e e tn e ss  o r  a t tr a c t io n ; a s , 

fo r  in s ta n c e , p ra y e r , th e  r e a d in g  o f  H o ly  S c r ip tu re , th e  H o ly  M a ss , th e  s o l i tu d e  o f  th e  s a n c tu a ry , w h e n  w e  a re  

a lo n e  in  H is  p re s e n c e ; o r  in  a n y th in g  w e  c a n  d o  fo r  H is s a k e , h o w e v e r  s l ig h t ; o r  in  s e lf -d e n ia l, w h e n  w e  c a n  

m a k e  a  g re a te r  e f fo r t in  H is  s e rv ic e . T h e se  a re  th e  t i l in g s  o f  th e  S p ir it  o f  G o d  w h ic h  a re  fo o l ish n e s s  to  th e  m in d  

w h ic h  ju d g e s  b y  in te l le c t a n d  b y  s e n s e  a lo n e . E v e ry  th in g  w e  s h ra n k  f ro m  th e n  b e c o m e s a t t ra c t iv e . C ro s se s ,  

d is a p p o in tm e n ts ,  v e x a t io u s , lo s s e s , w h ic h  a re  a  s l ig h t  ta s t in g  o f  th e  s h a rp n e s s  a n d  s a d n e ss  o f  H is  lo t . b e c o m e  to  

u s  p le d g e s  o f  H is  lo v e  a n d  p ro o f s  o f  o u r  f id e li ty  to  H im .

3 .  L a s t ly ,  th e  la w  o f  l ib e r ty ' is  th e  w ill  b e c o m e  a  la w  to  i ts e lf . “ T h e  la w  w a s  n o t  m a d e  fo r  th e  ju s t  m a n ,”  

b u t fo r  th e  d is o b e d ie n t . “ L o v e  is  th e  fu lf i l l in g  o f  th e  la w .”  “ H e  th a t lo v e th  b is  n e ig h b o r  h a th  fu lf i l le d  th e  la w .”  

L o v e  a n t ic ip a te s  a l l c o m m a n d m e n ts . I t in s t in c t iv e ly  a n d  p ro m p tly  a n d  fu l ly d o e s  w h a t th e  la w  c o n s tra in s  th e  

u n w il l in g  to  d o .

S . J o h n  s a y s : “ W h o s o e v e r  is  b o m  o f  G o d  c o m m itte th  n o  s in ,  fo r  H is  s e e d  a b id e th  in  h im , a n d  h e  c a n n o t  

s in  b e c a u se  h e  is  b o m  o f  G o d ."  T h a t is , th e  H o ly  G h o s t , th e  S a n c t if ie r , d w e lls  a n d  r e ig n s  in  h im ; a n d  h is  w h o le  

n e w  n a tu re , w h ic h  is  s p ir i tu a l a n d  s u p e rn a tu ra l, r e v o l ts  a t  s in  in  a l l  i ts  fo rm s  a n d  f a sc in a t io n s . W ith o u t  v io le n c e ,  

a n d  a  v io la t io n  o f  h is  w h o le  m in d , h e  c o u ld  n o t  s in : i t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a g a in s t G o d  o n ly , b u t  a g a in s t  h is  o w n  w ill.  

I f  i t w e re  p u t  b e fo re  s u c h  a  w ill to  c o m m it a  m o r ta l s in  o r  to  d ie , i t w o u ld  w ill in g ly  d ie . I f  i t h a d  to  c h o o s e  

b e tw e e n  a  d e l ib e ra te  v e n ia l s in  o r  to  d ie , i t w o u ld  r a th e r  d ie . I f  i t  w e re  b id d e n  to  c h o o s e  a  lo t  in  l i f e  w ith  e q u a l  



h o p e  o f  s a lv a t io n , th e  o n e  w ith o u t  th e  C ro ss , th e  o th e r  w ith  th e  C ro ss , i t w o u ld  c h o o se  th e  C ro s s  o u t  o f  a  d e s ire  

o f  g re a te r  c o n fo rm ity  to  o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r , a n d  f ro m  g ra ti tu d e  fo r  H is  s u f fe r in g s  fo r  u s , a n d  f ro m  g e n e ro s i ty  o f  

lo v e  to  H im .

T h e  la w  o f  l ib e r ty , th e n , is  th e  la w  w h ic h  m o v e d  G o d  liberrimo consilio b y  H is  m o s t  f r e e  c o u n s e l  o f  

w is d o m ,  to  c re a te  u s , a n d  to  g iv e  H is  S o n  fo r  o u r  r e d e m p tio n . I t  m o v e d  th e  S o n  to  ta k e  u p o n  H im  o u r  m a n h o o d ,  

a n d  to  o f fe r  H im s e lf  o f  H is  o w n  w ill  fo r  u s  u p o n  th e  C ro s s . Oblatus est quia ipse voluit. I t  w a s  th e  la w  o f  l ib e r ty  

th a t m o v e d  th e  e v e r-b le s s e d  T r in i ty  to  p re d e s t in e , to  c a ll , to  ju s t ify , to  g lo r ify  u s  b y  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  s o n s ; to  c a l l  

u s  to  th e  p r ie s th o o d , to  m a k e  u s  th e  f i r s t- f ru i ts  o f  th e  f i r s t - f ru i ts  o f  th e  S p ir i t . A s  a l l th in g s  a re  fo r  H is  g lo ry , s o  

H e  o rd a in e d  u s  fo r  H is  g re a te r  a n d  fo r  H is  g re a te s t  g lo ry . A ll th is  w a s  w ith o u t n e c e s s i ty  o r  c o n s tr a in t . I t w a s  

d o n e  o n ly  a n d  a l to g e th e r  o f  th e  f r e e  w ill  o f  G o d ; fo r  th e  w ill  o f  G o d  is  H is  w is d o m  a n d  H is  lo v e  in  o n e  p e r fe c t 

a c t , a n d  H is  w is d o m  a n d  lo v e  a re  H is  la w . H e  is  th e  la w  to  H im s e lf . L a w  a n d  l ib e r ty  a re  d is t in c t , b u t  in d iv is ib le .  

A n d  th is  la w  o f  l ib e r ty  w a s  m a n ife s te d  to  th e  w o r ld  in  th e  In c a rn a te  W o rd . In  J e s u s  C h r is t  w e  s e e  a  w ill  th a t  is  a  

la w  to  i ts e lf ; a n d  a l l  w h o  a re  l ik e  H im  in  th e  m e a s u re  o f  th e ir  l ik e n e s s  b e c o m e  th e ir  o w n  la w  in  th e  u s e  o f  th e ir  

l ib e r ty . T h is  la w  le a v e s  b e h in d  i t  a l l  l i te r a l  c o m m a n d m e n ts , a s  th e  le a rn e d  b e c o m e s  u n c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  a lp h a b e t ,  

a n d  th e  s k i l fu l  s in g e r  u n c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  o c ta v e . I t  is  a  la w  m o re  c o n s tra in in g  th a n  a n y  c o m m a n d m e n t . I t  m o v e s  

th e  h e a r t , a n d  u rg e s  th e  c o n s c ie n c e , a n d  p ro m p ts  th e  w ill  b y  a  c o n tin u o u s  p re s su re . B y  th is  la w  w e  s h a l l a l l  b e  

ju d g e d ;  b u t .  a b o v e  a l l,  b y  th is  p r ie s ts  w ill  h a v e  to  a n s w e r .

W e  o u g h t , th e n , to  l iv e  b y  i t  n o w . In  a l l o u r  l i f e  w e  h a v e  n e v e r  d o n e  w ro n g  b u t  w e  m ig h t h a v e  d o n e  

r ig h t . T h e  l ib e r ty  a n d  th e  p o w e r  w e re  w ith  u s . A g a in , w e  n e v e r  le f t  th e  r ig h t  u n d o n e  b u t  w e  m ig h t  h a v e  d o n e  i t . 

W e  h a v e  n e v e r  d o n e  r ig h t  b u t  w e  m ig h t  h a v e  d o n e  b e t te r . W e  c o r re s p o n d  w ith  a  f e w  g ra c e s  o u t  o f  a  m u lt i tu d e , 

a n d  w ith  in a d e q u a te  f id e li ty , a n d  w ith  in te rm itte n t  e f fo r ts . A ll  th e s e  a re  f a i lu re s  in  th e  la w  o f  l ib e r ty .

W h a t  m o tiv e , th e n , is  th e re  w a n tin g  to  c o n s tr a in  a  p r ie s t  to  th e  h ig h e s t  a s p ir a tio n ?  W e  a l l a re  b o u n d  b y  

th e  la w  o f  n a tu re  to  o b e y  o u r M a k e r  w ith  th e  u tm o s t p o w e rs a n d  a f fe c t io n s  o f  o u r w h o le  b e in g ; b y  o u r  

r e d e m p tio n  w e  a re  b o u n d  to  g lo r ify  o u r  R e d e e m e r, fo r  H e  h a s  b o u g h t  u s  fo r  H im s e lf . B y  o u r  r e g e n e ra t io n  w e  

a re  b o u n d  to  o b e y  th e  H o ly  G h o s t  a s  s o n s  o f  G o d ; b y  f a i th  w e  a re  b o u n d  to  o b e y  th e  r e v e a le d  la w  o f  G o d ; b y  

h o p e , to  u s e  a l l m e a n s  o f  a t ta in in g  e te rn a l l i f e ; b y  c h a r i ty , to  lo v e  H im  super omnia, w ith  o u r  w h o le  s o u l a n d  

s tr e n g th . T h is  is  tm e  o f  a l l. B u t p r ie s ts  a re  b o u n d  b e y o n d  a l l m e n  —  b y  th e ir  h ig h e r  p re d e s tin a tio n ,  b y  th e ir  

g re a te r g ra c e , b y  th e  u n c t io n  a n d  c h a ra c te r o f  th e ir p r ie s th o o d , b y  th e ir p a r tic ip a t io n  in  th e  c h a ra c te r a n d  

p r ie s th o o d  o f  th e  S o n  o f  G o d . b y  th e  c o m m is s io n  a n d  c h a rg e  H e  h a s  g iv e n  to  th e m , a n d  b y  th e  p ro m is e s  th e y  

h a v e  m a d e  to  H im , b y  th e ir  lo v e  a s  d is c ip le s  a n d  f r ie n d s , b y  g ra ti tu d e ,  a n d  b y  g e n e ro s i ty  —  to  u s e  th e ir  l ib e r ty ,  

n o t g ru d g in g ly  o r  b y  c o n s tr a in t,  b u t  w ith  g la d n e s s ,  jo y , a n d  s e lf -o b la t io n , e v e n  w ith  d e n ia l a n d  s a c r if ic e  o f  s e lf  

in  i ts  f a ir e s t a n d  m o s t  in n o c e n t  fo rm s , i f  n e e d  s o  b e , th a t  th e y  m a y  s e rv e  H im  m o re  p e r fe c t ly  in  s a v in g  th e  s o u ls  

fo r  w h o m  H e  d ie d . “ A ll  th in g s  a re  la w fu l to  m e ,”  b u t  I  w ill n o t  th e re fo re  d o  o r  e n jo y  a l l th a t is  la w fu l , fo r  " a l l  

th in g s  a re  n o t  e x p e d ie n t.”  T h e y  w ill n o t  a d v a n c e  m y  s a lv a t io n , m y  s a n c t i f ic a t io n , m y  s a c e rd o ta l  p e r fe c t io n . “ A ll  

th in g s  a re  la w fu l  to  m e ,  b u t  a l l th in g s  e d ify  n o t .”  I f , b y  m y  e x a m p le , I  m is le a d  a n y  o n e . o r  e m b o ld e n  a n y  o n e  to  

d o  w ith  d a n g e r  to  h im s e lf  th a t  w h ic h  is  n o  d a n g e r  to  m e , o r  i f  I  r e la x  h is  p e r s e v e ra n c e  o r  lo w e r  h is  a s p ir a t io n , o r  

i f , b y  m y  u n c o n s c io u s  in f lu e n c e , I  u n d o  w h a t I  h a v e  t r ie d  to  te a c h  to  o th e r s , o r  g iv e  th e m  s c a n d a l , th e n  th e  u s e  

o f  m y  l ib e r ty , h o w e v e r  la w fu l , w ill  b e  n o t  o n ly  n o t  e x p e d ie n t ,  b u t  a  h in d ra n c e  to  th e ir  s a lv a t io n , a n d  s t il l  m o re  to  

m y  o w n .

H a p p y  is  th e  p r ie s t  w h o  o f fe rs  u p  h is  w h o le  l ib e r ty  to  h is  M a ste r , a n d  r e s tr ic ts i t  g e n e ro u s ly  in  a l l h is  

c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  w o r ld . I f  w e  m u s t  g o  in to  i t , w e  n e e d  to  h a v e  c o n tin u a l ly  in  o u r  e a r s  th e  w o rd s , Quid hic agis, 

Elia? T h e  p r ie s t w h o  is  s e ld o m  s e e n  in  s o c ie ty  is  th e  p r ie s t  w h o m  m e n  d e s ir e  m o s t to  h a v e  b e s id e  th e m  w h e n  

th e y  d ie . S . J e ro m e  s a y s  o f  p r ie s ts :  Si quis saepe invitatus ad convivia non recusat, facile contemnitur. O u r  L o rd  

d id  in d e e d  g o  to  th e  h o u s e  o f  S im o n , a n d  to  th e  m a rria g e  in  C a n a . B u t  e v e ry  w h e re  H e  w a s  th e  S o n  o f  G o d . H e  

w e n t n o w h e re  b u t  b y  d iv in e  c h a r ity . I f  w e  u s e  o u r  l ib e r ty ' fo r  H im  a s  H e  u s e d  H is  fo r  u s . w e  s h a l l l iv e  in  th e  

w o r ld  to  s a v e  i t ,  b u t  l iv e  o u t  o f  th e  w o r ld  to  s a v e  o u rs e lv e s . P r ie s ts  a n d  p a s to r s  h a v e  a  s p e c ia l  n e e d  o f  p ro te c t io n :  

a n d  a ls o  a  s p e c ia l p ro m is e  o f  s a fe ty  s o  lo n g  a s  th e y  u s e  th e ir  l ib e r ty  fo r  H is  s a k e  w ith  g e n e ro u s  a b n e g a t io n  o f  

s e lf . “ H o ly  F a th e r , k e e p  th e m  in  T h y  n a m e  w h o m  T h o u  h a s t  g iv e n  M e . W h ile  I  w a s  w ith  th e m  I  k e p t  th e m  in  

T h y  n a m e . T h o s e  w h o m  T h o u  h a s t g iv e n  m e  h a v e  I  k e p t; a n d  n o n e  o f  th e m  is  lo s t  b u t  th e  s o n  o f  p e rd i t io n . I  

p ra y  n o t  th a t  T h o u  s h o u ld s t ta k e  th e m  o u t  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  b u t  th a t T h o u  s h o u ld s t  k e e p  th e m  f ro m  th e  e v i l .”

O u r  L o rd  u s e d  H is  l ib e r ty  to  d ie  fo r  u s . A n d  th is  H e  d id  to  r e d e e m  u s  a n d  to  w in  b a c k  o u r  lo v e . W e  u s e  

o u r  l ib e r ty  to  l iv e  fo r  o u rs e lv e s . S . P a u l d e s c r ib e s  th e  p e r ilo u s  t im e s o f  th e  la s t d a y s  b y  a  l is t o f  s in s , c h ie f ly  

s p ir i tu a l , a n d  h e  w in d s  i t u p  b y  s a y in g  th a t m e n  w ill  b e  " lo v e r s  o f  th e ir  o w n  s e lv e s : ”  “ lo v e r s  o f  p le a s u re s  m o re  

th a n  lo v e r s  o f  G o d .”  H e  s a y s  in  a n o th e r  p la c e  th a t  “ a l l  m e n  s e e k  th e  th in g s  th a t  a re  th e ir  o w n , a n d  n o t  th e  th in g s  

th a t  a re  J e s u s  C h r is t’s :”  th a t  is  to  s a y , th e y  a re  s in n e rs , w h o  b re a k  th e  la w s  o f  G o d ; o r  w o r ld ly , in  w h o m  th e  lo v e  

o f  th e  F a th e r  is  n o t; o r  s e lf - s e e k e rs , w h o  h a v e  a n  e n d  in  e v e ry th in g , w h e th e r  in  h ig h  a m b it io n s  o r  in  p e t ty  g a in s ;  

o r  s e lf is h , w h o  w ith  a  s e c ta r ia n  s p ir i t c a re  n o th in g  fo r  o th e r s  —  th e  f r a te rn i ty  o f  C a in ,  w h o  f i r s t  s a id , “ A m  I  m y  

b ro th e r ’s  k e e p e r? ”  S o  lo n g  a s  th e y  h a v e  a  s e a t in  c h u rc h  a n d  g e t  th e ir  c o n fe s s io n s  h e a rd , th e y  h a v e  n o  c a re  fo r  

th e  s h e e p . S o u ls  m a y  p e r ish  a l l a ro u n d ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  m a tte r  to  th e m . F in a l ly , a m o n g  th o s e  w h o  s e e k  th e ir  o w n  

a re  th e  s p ir i tu a l g lu t to n s , w h o  c ra v e  in te n s e ly  a f te r th e  c o n s o la tio n s a n d  e n jo y m e n t o f  r e lig io n , w h ic h  th e y  



w o u ld  s p e e d i ly  fo rs a k e  i f  th e y  w e re  n o t a l lu re d  l ik e  c h i ld re n . T h o s e  th a t s e e k  th e  t i l in g s  th a t a re  J e s u s  C h r is t ’s  

a re  th e  in n o c e n t  a n d  th e  p e n ite n t , th e  d is in te re s te d ,  th e  s e lf -d e n y in g ,  th e  g o o d  s o ld ie r s  w h o  e n d u re  h a rd n e s s  a n d  

th e  C ro s s  in  th e ir  z e a l  fo r  s o u ls , fo r  th e  C h u rc h , a n d  fo r  th e  p r ie s th o o d . T h e  f i r s t  u s e  th e ir  l ib e r ty  fo r  th e m s e lv e s ;  

th e  la s t , fo r  th e ir  M a s te r . In  o n e  o f  th e s e  tw o  c a te g o r ie s  e v e iy  p r ie s t  w ill b e ; fo r  th e re  is  n o  n e u tra l i ty  w h e re  

lo y a l ty  is  a  d u ty : a n d  th e re  is  n o th in g  b u t  lu k e w a rm n e s s  b e tw e e n  c o ld  a n d  h o t .

T h e re  a re  f iv e  s ig n s  o f  th e  w is e  a n d  g e n e ro u s  u s e  o f  o u r  1  ib c r ty .

(1 )  T h e f i r s t is n o t to  b e  c o n te n t u n le s s w e r e tu rn  H im  lo v e  fo r lo v e . H e h a s lo v e d  u s w ith  a n  

e v e r la s t in g  lo v e  b e fo re  w e  w e re , a n d  w ith  a  p e r so n a l  lo v e  w h e n  w e  c a m e  in to  th e  w o r ld , a n d  w ith  a  r e d e e m in g  

lo v e  in  o u r  r e g e n e ra t io n , a n d  w ith  a  lo v e  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  s in c e  w e  c a m e  to  k n o w  a n d  to  lo v e  H im . W h a t lo v e  c a n  

w e  o f fe r  H im  in  r e tu rn  b u t a  lo v e  a b o v e  a l l th in g s  w ith  o u r  w h o le  s o u l a n d  s tre n g th ?  H o w  c a n  w e  b e  s o  s e lf 

s a t is f ie d  w h e n  w e  r e a d : “ I f  a n y  m a n  lo v e  n o t o u r  L o rd  J e s u s C h r is t , le t h im  b e  a n a th e m a  m a ra n a th a ” ? A n d  

a g a in : “ N o  m a n  c a n  s a y , T h e  L o rd  J e s u s , b u t  b y  th e  H o ly  G h o s t.”  H is  lo v e  a n d  H is  s e rv ic e  a re  h ig h  a n d  a u s te re  

r e a l i t ie s .

(2 )  T h e  s e c o n d  s ig n  is  z e a l  fo r  H im ; th a t  is , a n  u n re s t in g  a n d  a rd e n t  d e s ir e  to  u s e  a l l  t im e , a n d  f a c u l t ie s , 

a n d  m e a n s  fo r  th e  fu lf i l lm e n t  o f  H is  w ill,  fo r  th e  s p re a d  o f  H is  t ru th , fo r  th e  h o n o r  o f  H is  n a m e , fo r  th e  s e rv ic e  

o f  H is  C h u rc h , fo r  th e  s a v in g  o f  s o u ls .

(3 )  T h e  th ird  is  a  s o r ro w  w ith  H im  a n d  fo r  H im , b e c a u s e  o f  th e  s in s  c o m m itte d  b y  th o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  

k n o w  H im , a n d , s t i ll m o re , b y  th o s e  w h o  d o , a g a in s t th e  f a i th , a g a in s t th e  u n ity ' o f  th e  C h u rc h , a g a in s t i ts  

a u th o r i ty , a g a in s t  H is  lo v e  b y  in g ra t i tu d e , a g a in s t  H is  p e r so n  b y  s a c r i le g e , a g a in s t  H is  p a s to ra l c a re  b y  s c a n d a ls  

w h ic h  d e s tro y  th e  s o u ls  fo r  w h o m  H e  d ie d . T h e  s ig h t  o f  s o u ls  p e r is h in g  w ith in  a n d  w ith o u t  th e  C h u rc h , to  th o s e  

w h o  h a v e  lo v e  a n d  z e a l , w ill  b e  a  d a i ly  s o r ro w .

(4 )  T h e  fo u r th  is g e n e ro s i ty  in  g iv in g  o u rs e lv e s a n d  g iv in g  u p  o u r  l ib e r ty  in  a n y th in g  w e  c a n  d o  o r  

s a c r if ic e  fo r  H is  s a k e , s p e n d in g  a n d  b e in g  s p e n t  fo r  th e  e le c t 's  s a k e .

(5 )  T h e  f i f th  is  a  jo y  in  c ro s s e s . T h e y  m a y  b e  o f  th re e  k in d s . F ir s t ,  th o se  th a t  a re  d e s e rv e d  fo r  o u r  f a u l ts ,  

fo r  o u r  im p e r fe c t io n s , a n d  fo r  o u r  p a s t s in s . S e c o n d ly , fo r  th o s e  w e  h a v e  n o t d e s e rv e d , a s  f a ls e  a c c u sa t io n ,  

c o n te m p t, a n d  h a tre d  w ith o u t a  c a u s e . T h ird ly , th o s e  th a t a re  v o lu n ta ry  —  th a t is , in c u r re d  b y  a n y  a c ts o r  

r e s tr ic t io n  o f  o u r  l ib e r ty  w h ic h  m a y  o f fe n d  th o s e  w h o  in d u lg e  th e ir  l ib e r ty  to o  m u c h .

T h e  s tre a m  o f  th e  w h o le  C h r is t ia n  w o r ld  a t th is  d a y  is  m im in g  f a s t  to  a  l ib e r ty  w h ic h  e n d s  in  l ic e n s e . I t  

is  th e  t im e -s p ir it  a n d  th e  d o w n w a rd  c o u rse  o f  th e s e  la s t d a y s . W e  a re  s o  a c c lim a tiz e d  to  a  s o f t s e lf - s p a r in g  l i f e  

th a t w e  in te rp re t e v e n  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t  t i l l th e y  b e c o m e  c o lo r le s s  a n d  m e ta p h o r ic a l. W h o  n o w  ta k e s  

a s  a  m le  o f  l i f e  th e  w o rd s , " G o d  fo rb id  th a t  I s h o u ld  g lo ry  s a v e  in  th e  C ro s s  o f  o u r  L o rd  J e s u s  C h r is t , b y  w h o m  

th e  w o r ld  is  c ru c if ie d  to  m e  a n d  I  u n to  th e  w o r ld " ?  W h a t s ig n  o f  c ru c if ix io n  is  th e re  in  o u r  b la m e le s s  e a sy  l i f e ?  

O r  a g a in . " W ith  C h r is t I  a m  n a i le d  to  th e  C ro s s ; a n d  I l iv e , n o t n o w  I . b u t C h r is t l iv e th  in  m e . A n d  th a t  I  n o w  

l iv e  in  th e  f le sh , I  l iv e  in  th e  f a i th  o f  th e  S o n  o f  G o d , w h o  lo v e d  m e  a n d  d e l iv e re d  H im s e lf  fo r  m e .”

W h a t m a rk s  o f  th e  n a i ls  a re  th e re  in  o u r  f r e e  l i f e , a n d  w h a t s ig n  o f  C h r is t  r e ig n in g  in  u s  a n d  th ro u g h  u s  

u p o n  a l l o u r  w o rd s  a n d  a c tio n s?  W e  s e e m  to  r e a d  th e  la w  o f  l ib e r ty  b a c k w a rd s : “ S o  s p e a k  y e  a n d  s o  d o  a s  th e y  

w h o . i f  th e y  d o  n o t  w ill in g ly  s in . n e e d  n o t d e n y  th e m se lv e s  in  a n y th in g ;"  in s te a d  o f  “ S o  s p e a k  y e  a n d  s o  d o  a s  

th e y  w h o  d e s ir e  to  r e s tr ic t th e ir  l ib e r ty  in  a l l t i l in g s ,  th a t  th e y  m a y  b e  c o n fo rm e d  to  th e  S o n  o f  G o d , w h o  d e n ie d  

H im se lf  fo r  u s .”

C H A P T E R  X V I ,

T H E  P R IE S T ’ S  O B E D IE N C E

W e  h a v e  s e e n  w h a t  is  th e  p r ie s t 's  l ib e r ty ’ . S o  lo n g  a s  h e  d o e s  n o t  v io la te  th e  o b lig a t io n s  o f  h is  p r ie s th o o d  a n d  th e  

d is c ip l in e  o f  th e  C h u rc h , h e  h a s  a s  m u c h  l ib e r ty  a s  a n y  o th e r  m a n . B u t i f  h e  u s e  h is  l ib e r ty  l ik e  o th e r  m e n . h e  

w ill n o t  b e  a b le  to  s a y  to  h is  f lo c k . " B e  y e  fo l lo w e rs  o f  m e  a s  I  a ls o  a m  o f  C h r is t .”  A  p r ie s t  w h o  l iv e s  u p  to  th e  

l im its  o f  I r is  l ib e r ty  is  a  la x  p r ie s t , a n d  a  la x  p r ie s t is  a n  u n h a p p y  m a n . H e  is  f e n c e d  a l l ro u n d  w ith  r e s tr ic t io n s ,  

a n d  th e y  g a l l h im  b e c a u se  h e  d o e s  n o t lo v e  th e m . H e  h a s  u p o n  h im  th e  y o k e  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d ,  w h ic h  f r e ts  h im  

b e c a u se  i t is  n o t  h is  jo y . T h e  h a p p ie s t  o f  m e n  is  a  s tr ic t  p r ie s t , to  w h o m  th e  y o k e  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  is  s w e e t , a n d  

i ts  r e s tr ic t io n s  f a r  le s s  th a n  th e  l im ita tio n s  h e  h a s  o f  h is  o w n  f r e e  w ill  im p o s e d  u p o n  h is  l ib e r ty . N o w  w h a t  is  i t  

th a t m a k e s  a  d if f e re n c e  e v e n  a m o n g  g o o d  m e n  b e tw e e n  p r ie s t  a n d  p r ie s t?  T h e y  h a v e  e q u a l ly  th e  th re e  c h a ra c te r s  

o f  s o n s , s o ld ie r s , a n d  p r ie s ts  o f  J e s u s C h r is t , a n d  th e y  h a v e  in  th e ir  m e a s u re  a n d  p ro p o r t io n  th e  s a c ra m e n ta l  

g ra c e s  w h ic h  f lo w  f ro m  th e m . In  w h a t  d o  th e y , th e n , d if fe r?  T h e  d if f e re n c e  w o u ld  s e e m  to  b e  in  th e  u s e  th e  o n e  

m a k e s  a n d  th e  o th e r  d o e s  n o t m a k e  o f  th e  s e v e n  g if ts  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t w h ic h  a re  in  h im . T h e  v ir tu e s  o f  f a i th ,  

h o p e , a n d  c h a r i ty  a re  h a b its ; b u t  th e  g if ts  a re  f a c u lt ie s  o r  p o w e rs  w h ic h  e l ic i t  a n d  p e r fe c t  th e s e  v ir tu e s . T h re e  o f  

th e  g if ts  —  f e a r , p ie ty , a n d  fo r t i tu d e  —  p e r fe c t  th e  w ill ; fo u r  p e r fe c t th e  r e a s o n : in te lle c t  a n d  s c ie n c e  p e r fe c t  th e  

s p e c u la t iv e  r e a s o n ; c o u n s e l a n d  w is d o m  p e r fe c t th e  p ra c t ic a l r e a s o n . T h e s e  s e v e n  g if ts , w h e n  fu l ly  u n fo ld e d ,  



m a k e  m e n  to  b e  s a in ts ; u n fo ld e d  p a r tia l ly  a n d  u n e q u a lly  th e y  m a k e  th e  d iv e rs i t ie s  o f  s a n c t i ty  s e e n  in  th e  C h u rc h ;  

o r  g o o d , b u t  n o t  p e r fe c t , C h r is t ia n s . In  th e  m e a s u re  in  w h ic h  th e y  a re  u n fo ld e d  th e y  g iv e  a  s p e c ia l c h a ra c te r  to  

th e  m in d . S o m e  p r ie s ts  a re  s k i l le d  in  c o u n se l , s o m e  in  in te l le c tu a l s u b t le ty , s o m e  in  p ie ty , s o m e  in  c o u ra g e , a n d  

th e  l ik e . I t  is  n o t  o f te n  th a t  w e  s e e  a l l  th e  s e v e n  g if ts  e q u a lly  u n fo ld e d  in  th e  s a m e  c h a ra c te r , fo r  i t  w o u ld  fo rm  a  

s a in t ly  m in d , a n d  s a in t ly  m in d s  a re  f e w .

B u t  th is  g iv e s  u s  th e  k e y  o f  th e  g re a t d iv e r s i t ie s  a m o n g  g o o d  p r ie s ts . S o m e  a re  w ise  b u t  n o t le a rn e d ,  

s o m e  le a rn e d  b u t  n o t  p io u s , s o m e  p io u s  b u t  n o t c o u ra g e o u s . N o w  th e o lo g ia n s  te ll  u s  th a t i t is  th e  lo s s  o f  th e s e  

g if ts  th a t m a k e s  m e n  fo o l is h . W h e n  b o th  th e  r e a s o n  a n d  th e  w ill a re  im p e r fe c t ly  u n fo ld e d , th e  w h o le  c h a ra c te r  

s h o w s i t . S o m e  e ty m o lo g is ts d e r iv e  stultitia f ro m  stupor, a n d  th e y  te ll u s  th a t stultitia is luxuriae filia, th e  

o f f s p r in g  o f  a  s o f t a n d  in d u lg e n t l i f e . W e  s e e  e v e n  in  g o o d  p r ie s ts , w h o s e  l i f e  is  u n ta x e d  b y  e f fo r t , le isu re ly ,  

e a sy , r e g u la r , a n d  b la m e le s s ,  a  te n d e n c y  to  in e r tn e s s  a n d  ta rd in e s s  o f  m in d .

S o  a lso  in  m e n  o f  th e  w o r ld . T h e  in te lle c tu a l c o n c e i t, in d o c i l i ty , a n d  in d e p e n d e n c e  in  m a tte r s  p ra c t ic a l  

a n d  s p e c u la t iv e  c o m e  f ro m  th e  n e g le c t o f  th e  g if ts  o f  in te l le c t a n d  o f  c o u n s e l . M e n  o f  s c ie n c e  a re  e s p e c ia l ly  

l ia b le  to  th is d w a rfe d  a n d  d is to r te d  in te l le c tu a l h a b it . B u t w e h a v e  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  th e m  n o w ; w e a re  

s p e a k in g  o f  p r ie s ts  —  th a t is , o f  o u rs e lv e s . T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  s o m e tim e s  p r ie s ts  a re  p re te n t io u s , v a in , s c o rn fu l ,  

c r i t ic a l , a n d  th e ir  p re a c h in g  u n c o n v in c in g  a n d  u n p e r s u a s iv e , m a y  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  s a m e  c a u s e . A s  th e  lo s s  o f  th e  

s e v e n  g if ts  p ro d u c e s  s tu p o r  o f  m in d  a t  le a s t  in  s p ir i tu a l  th in g s , s o  th e  o b s tru c tin g  th e m  in  th e ir  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  

n e g le c tin g  th e m  in  th e ir  e x e rc ise  p ro d u c e s  in s e n s ib i l i ty  a n d  in a c c u ra c y . H o ly  f e a r  is  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  w is d o m . I t  

is  a  g re a t  g if t, a n d  k e e p s  u s  f ro m  e v i l ; b u t  w ith o u t  p ie ty  w e  s h a l l  b e  a t  le a s t  c o ld  a n d  h a rd  to  o th e r s . F il ia l  p ie ty  

is  th e  lo v in g  a n d  te n d e r  a f fe c t io n  o f  a  s o n , b u t  w ith o u t  fo r t i tu d e  i t  m a y  b e c o m e  s o f t  a n d  u n s ta b le . I f  th e s e  g if ts , 

w h ic h  p e r fe c t a n d  g o v e rn  th e  w ill,  a re  o b s tm c te d  o r  w e a k e n e d  in  th e ir  a c t io n , a  p r ie s t  w ill  b e  a  f e e b le  s u p p o r t  to  

th o s e  w h o  n e e d  h is  h e lp . S o  i f  h is  p ra c t ic a l  r e a s o n  b e  w a rp e d  o r  d a rk e n e d , h e  w ill  b e  a n  u n tru s ty  te a c h e r  o f  h is  

f lo c k ; a n d  i f  h is  s p e c u la t iv e  r e a s o n  b e  c lo u d e d , h e  w ill  b e  a n  u n s a fe  g u id e  fo r  th e  in n o c e n t , th e  p e n ite n t, a n d  th e  

d o u b tfu l .

T h e re  a re  f iv e  t i l in g s  w h ic h  w ill  c h e r ish  a n d  u n fo ld  th e  w o rk in g  o f  th e  s e v e n  g if ts  in  u s . T h e  f i rs t  is  a  

s p ir it o f  p e n a n c e  —  th is  c le a r s  a w a y  th e  o b s tm c tio n s  a n d  h in d ra n c e s  w h ic h  c lo g  a n d  d e fe a t  th e  w o rk in g  o f  th e  

S p ir i t ; th e  s e c o n d  is  a  c o n s ta n t s tu d y  o f  H o ly  S c r ip tu re , fo r  in  i t  th e  H o ly  G h o s t s p e a k s  a n d  p e r fe c ts  H is  o w n  

w o rk  in  u s ; th e  th ird  is  a  d a i ly  p ra y e r  fo r  l ig h t , in  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  d a y , in  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  o u r  s tu d ie s  o r  o f  

g ra v e  a c t io n s ;  th e  fo u r th  is  m e n ta l  p ra y e r ,  b y  w h ic h  o u r  c o n sc io u s  u n io n  w ith  G o d , a n d  o u r  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  H is  

p re s e n c e  in  u s , is  k e p t a l iv e ; th e  f i f th  a n d  la s t is  a  s p ir i t o f  d o c i l i ty , a  s e n s e  o f  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  G o d  fo r  l ig h t,  

g u id a n c e , s tre n g th , s h e l te r , a n d  s a fe ty  ; a n d  a n  e a r  to  h e a r  H is  v o ic e  in  o u r  c o n s c ie n c e , w ith  a  p ro m p tn e s s  to  o b e y  

w h e n  H is  v o ic e  is  h e a rd . A  d o c i le  m in d  is  a lw a y s  s a y in g : “ M y  h e a r t  is  r e a d y , m y  h e a r t is  r e a d y ;"  “ S p e a k , L o rd ,  

fo r  T h y  s e rv a n t h e a re th .”  T h e se  f iv e  h a b its  w ill c o n tin u a l ly  u n fo ld  th e  s e v e n  g if ts  in  o u r  in te l le c t a n d  o u r  w ill ,  

a n d  fo rm  in  u s  th e  h a b it o f  m e n ta l o b e d ie n c e , th e  rationabile obsequium, w ith o u t  w h ic h  a  p r ie s t c a n n o t  b e  alter 

Christus, o r  th e  l ik e n e s s  o f  h is  M a s te r .

W e  w ill  th e re fo re  t ry  to  s e e  m o re  c a re fu l ly  in  w h a t  th is  m e n ta l  o b e d ie n c e  c o n s is ts .

1 . F ir s t , i t  c o n s is ts  in  a  lo v in g  o b e d ie n c e  to  th e  C h u rc h . O b e d ie n c e  w ith o u t  lo v e  is  a  m a s k , n o t  a  l iv in g  

r e a l i ty . T o  o b e y  b e c a u s e  w e  m u s t , to  o b e y  fo r  f e a r  o f  p e n a l t ie s  o r  c e n su re s , is  n o t  e n o u g h . T h e  o b e d ie n c e  o f  o u r  

L o rd  in  H is  b a p tis m  is  o u r  e x a m p le . W h y  w a s  H e , th e  s in le s s  S o n  o f  G o d , b a p tiz e d  w ith  a  s in n e r ’s  b a p tism ?  

W h y  w a s  H e , th e  g re a te r ,  b a p tiz e d  b y  th e  le s s , th e  L o rd  b y  th e  s e rv a n t?  W h y  w a s  H e  b a p tiz e d  in  th e  s ig h t  o f  H is  

e n e m ie s ,  a s  i f  H e  w e re  a s  th e y  th o u g h t  H im  to  b e  —  a  s in n e r , a n d  a  f r ie n d  o f  s in n e r s ?  f t  w a s  th a t  H e  m ig h t fu lf i l  

a l l  ju s t ic e ; th a t  h u m il ity  a n d  o b e d ie n c e  to  H is  F a th e r  m ig h t  h a v e  th e ir  p e r fe c t  w o rk . W h a t  p le a , th e n , c a n  a  p r ie s t  

e v e r f in d fo r d is o b e d ie n c e ? T h e m le , o r th e in ju n c tio n , h e m a y s a y , is n e e d le s s , i rk s o m e , o p e n to  

m is u n d e r s ta n d in g , e m a n a tin g  f ro m  a n  a u th o r i ty  p a r t ia l o r  i l l - in fo rm e d . B e  a l l  th is  t ru e , y e t  th e  d u ty  a n d  g ra c e  o f  

o b e d ie n c e  r e m a in  u n c h a n g e d , a n d  a  d o c i le  m in d  w ill  o b e y . T h e y  w h o  c r i t ic iz e  a u th o r i ty  a re  n o t d o c i le . E v e n  i f  

th e y  o b e y , th e y  lo s e  th e  g ra c e  o f  o b e d ie n c e ; i f  th e y  d is o b e y , th e y  m u s t  g iv e  a c c o u n t  to  G o d . T h e  m in d  th a t w a s  

in  C h r is t J e s u s  is  th e  m in d  o f  o b e d ie n c e ; a n d  th e  m in d  o f  th e  D iv in e  H e a d  p e rv a d e s  th e  B o d y  o f  C h r is t . T ire  

a x io m , Sentire cum Ecclesia, m e a n s  a ls o  to  b e l ie v e  w ith  th e  C h u rc h , to  h o p e  w ith  th e  C h u rc h , to  lo v e  w ith  th e  

C h u rc h , a n d  th e re fo re  to  o b e y  w ith  th e  C h u rc h . A  p r ie s t is , a b o v e  a l l, vir obedientiarum, a  m a n  o f  m a n y  

o b e d ie n c e s . H e  o b e y s  th e  F a th e r  a s  a  s o n , th e  S o n  a s  a  p r ie s t , th e  H o ly  G h o s t a s  a  d is c ip le , th e  C h u rc h  a s  h is  

m o th e r , th e  B is h o p  a s  th e  v is ib le  w itn e s s a n d  r e p re s e n ta t iv e o f  a l l th e s e , w h o , in  G o d ’s n a m e , r e c e iv e s h is  

o b e d ie n c e  in  th e  p e r s o n  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t. S u c h  a n  o b e d ie n c e  d ig n if ie s  a  p r ie s t , f t  is  th e  h ig h e s t  a c t o f  h is  w ill . I t  

m a tte r s  n o t w h e th e r  th e  o b e d ie n c e  b e  in  a  g re a t th in g  o r  in  a  s m a ll . T h e  s a m e  a u th o r i ty  m n s  th ro u g h  a l l th e  

c o m m a n d m e n ts  a n d  la w s  o f  d is c ip l in e , a n d  s p e a k s  to  u s  b y  th e  l iv in g  v o ic e  o f  H im  to  w h o m  w e  h a v e  p ro m is e d  

o b e d ie n c e . P ru d e n c e  is  h is  d u ty , o b e d ie n c e  is  o u rs . M e n ta l o b e d ie n c e  d o e s  n o t a rg u e , o r  o b je c t , o r  c r i t ic iz e , f t  

o b e y s ; a n d  in  h is  o b e d ie n c e  a  D iv in e  P re s e n c e  m e e ts  th e  p r ie s t , a n d  b le s s e s  h im . T h e  a b se n c e  o f  s u c h  m e n ta l  

o b e d ie n c e  b e tra y s  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  th e  g if t o f  w is d o m .

2 .  A n o th e r  s ig n  o f  m e n ta l o b e d ie n c e  o r  d o c i l i ty  is  d e v o tio n  to  th e  S a in ts . T h e y  a re  o u r  e x a m p le s . T h e ir  

c o u n se ls , th e ir  s a y in g s , th e ir  in s t in c ts , a re  o u r  m le  a n d  a d m o n it io n . S . P h il ip  b id s  u s  r e a d  a u th o r s  w h o  h a v e  S . 

b e fo re  th e ir  n a m e . T h e y  w e re  o n c e  w h a t w e  a re  n o w . w e a k , b u f fe te d , te m p te d , p e n ite n t , a n d  e v e n  s in fu l . W e  



s h a l l  b e  h e re a f te r , i f  w e  p e r se v e re  to  th e  e n d , w h a t  th e y  a re  n o w . T h e ir  e x a m p le s  c o m e  h o m e  to  u s  in  e v e ry ' s ta te  

o f  l i f e , a n d  in  e v e ry  p a r t  o f  o u r  s p ir i tu a l  w a r fa re . T h e y  a re  p la n te d  a l l  a lo n g  o u r  p a th , in  e v e ry  a g e  a n d  c o n d it io n , 

a s  g u id e s  a n d  a d m o n it io n s . In  th e ir  l iv e s  w e  s e e  th e  c o m m a n d m e n ts , th e  p re c e p ts , a n d  th e  c o u n s e ls  e m b o d ie d .  

E v e ry  d e v o u t p r ie s t h a s h is p a tro n s . A  p r ie s t w ith o u t a n  in t im a te r e la t io n  to  P a tro n  S a in ts c a n  h a v e l i t t le  

r e a liz a t io n  o f  th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l  o rd e r  in  w h ic h  w e  l iv e , a n d  o f  o u r  c o m m u n io n  w ith  “ th e  s p ir i ts  o f  th e  ju s t  m a d e  

p e r fe c t .”  I t  is  n o t  e n o u g h  fo r  a  p r ie s t  to  h a v e  d e v o tio n  to  o u r  B le s s e d  M o th e r . S h e  is  n o t  th e  p a tro n  o f  a n y  o n e ,  

b e in g  th e  M o th e r o f  a l l . O u r  r e la t io n  to  h e r  is  n e c e s sa ry , n o t  v o lu n ta ry . W e  c a n n o t  h a v e  G o d  fo r  o u r  F a th e r  

w ith o u t  h a v in g  th e  C h u rc h  fo r  o u r  M o th e r ; a n d  w e  c a n n o t h a v e  G o d  fo r  o u r  F a th e r  w ith o u t h a v in g  th e  e v e r -  

b le s se d  M o th e r  a s  o u r  M o th e r . W e  d o  n o t  c h o o s e  h e r  a s  a  p a tro n . W e  a re  h e r  c h i ld re n  f ro m  o u r  b a p tis m ,  b e fo re  

w e  k n e w  h e r , in  th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l  c o n s a n g u in i ty ' o f  th e  In c a rn a t io n . S o , a ls o , w e  h a rd ly  c h o o s e  S . J o s e p h ; fo r  h e  

is  th e  p a tro n  o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l  C h u rc h . W e . th e re fo re , a re  h is  fo s te r - c h i ld re n  th ro u g h  th e  m a te rn ity  o f  th e  s p o t le s s  

V irg in  M a ry . O u r  p a tro n s  a re  o f  o u r  o w n  c h o o s in g . A n d  a  p r ie s t  m u s t  b e  o f  a  s tr a n g e ly  u n re f le c t in g  m in d  w h o  

d o e s  n o t  f in d  h im s e lf  in  m a n ifo ld  r e la t io n s  to -” th e  C h u rc h  o f  th e  f i rs t -b o rn  w rit te n  in  h e a v e n .”  T h e  d a y  o r  p la c e  

o f  o u r  b ir th , o u r  f a l ls , o u r  f a u l ts , o u r  n e e d s , o u r  w o rk s , a l l s u g g e s t to  u s  m a n y  w h o , in  th e ir  w a r fa re  o n  e a r th , 

w e re  t r ie d  a s  w e  a re . T h e  h a b it  o f  m in d  th a t  tu rn s  to  th e  S a in ts  is  a  d o c i le  r e v e re n c e ; th e  h a b it o f  m in d  th a t  tu rn s  

a w a y  f ro m  th e m  is  a n  in d o c i le  s e lf - s u f f ic ie n c y . D e v o tio n  a n d  c o n s c io u s  r e la t io n  to  th e  S a in ts  is  a  p a r t  o f  th e  g if t  

o f  p ie ty , f t  is  th e  a f fe c t io n  o f  m in d  b y  w h ic h  w e  a d o re  th e  e v e r -b le s se d  T r in i ty  w ith  o u r  w h o le  s o u l  a n d  s tr e n g th ;  

fo r lo v e  a n d  w o rs h ip  a re  th e  s a m e  a f fe c t io n s , w h e th e r th e  o b je c t b e  in f in i te  a n d  u n c re a te d , o r  f in i te  a n d  a  

c re a tu re . B u t  th is  c h a r i ty  d if fe r s  in f in i te ly  in  m o tiv e  a n d  in  m e a su re . T h e  w o rs h ip  o f  G o d  h a s  n o  m e a s u re  in  u s  

e x c e p t o u r  f in i te  n a tu re , b e c a u s e  o f  H is im m e n s i ty . T h e  w o rs h ip  o f  th e S a in ts is f in ite , b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  

c re a tu re s . T h e  lo v e  o f  o u r  n e ig h b o r  b e g in s  w ith  o u r  k in d re d , a n d  a s c e n d s  c o n tin u a l ly  f ro m  e a r th  to  h e a v e n , f ro m  

o u r  h o m e s  to  th e  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t . I t w a s  w e ll s a id  b y  o n e  w h o  s a w  th e  tm th  in  p a r t  th a t " t i r e  g re a te s t s c h o o l o f  

m u tu a l  r e s p e c t  is  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h .”  H e  s a w  th a t  th e  r e v e re n c e  o f  c h i ld re n  to  th e ir  p a re n ts , o f  s u b je c ts  to  th e ir  

ru le rs , o f  p e o p le  to  th e ir  p r ie s ts , o f  p r ie s ts  to  th e ir  B is h o p s , o f  B is h o p s  to  th e  H e a d  o f  th e  C h u rc h , is  a l l  o n e  h a b it  

o f  m in d , d if f e r in g  o n ly  in  m e a s u re  a n d  a c c id e n ta l d iv e r s i t ie s . In  i ts e lf  i t  is  a l l o n e  h a b it o f  f i l ia l  p ie ty . A  p r ie s t 

w h o  is  d e v o u t  to  th e  S a in ts  w ill h a rd ly  b e  i r r e v e re n t a n d  c o n tu m a c io u s , o r  c r i t ic a l a n d  m u rm u r in g  a g a in s t h is  

s u p e r io r s . F ra n c e  h a s  b e e n  in fe c te d  a n d  a f f l ic te d  b y  a  s p ir i t o f  m o c k e ry  a g a in s t  a l l a u th o r i ty , s a c re d  o r  s e c u la r .  

E n g la n d  h a s h ith e r to  b e e n  f r e e . B u t e v e ry w h e re th e re  w ill b e  w h is p e re r s , m m m u re r s , c r it ic s , c e n s o rs , a n d  

c a rp e r s , w h o  s p a re  n o b o d y , a n d  le a s t o f  a l l th o s e  w h o m  th e y  s h o u ld  m o s t r e sp e c t, i f  n o t  fo r  w h a t th e y  a re , a t  

le a s t fo r  th e  o f f ic e  th e y  b e a r . S u c h  m in d s  in v o k e  th e ir  o w n  N e m e s is . N o  p r ie s ts  a re  s o  c a rp e d  a t a s  th e y  w h o  

c a rp  a t  th e ir  b re th re n ;  n o n e  a re  s o  tu rn e d  in to  r id ic u le  a s  th o s e  w h o  r id ic u le  s u p e r io r s . C a rp in g  in  a  p r ie s t  b e tra y s  

th e  a b s e n c e  o f  th e  g if t  o f  p ie ty .

3 .  A  th ird  s ig n  o f  m e n ta l o b e d ie n c e  is d e fe re n c e  to  th e o lo g ia n s , f t is  t ru e  th a t w e  in c u r  th e  n o te  o f  

h e re sy  o n ly  w h e n  w e  im p u g n  th e  f a i th ; b u t  w e  m a y  in c u r  th e  n o te s  o f  e r ro r , r a sh n e s s , o f fe n s iv e n e s s  to  p io u s  

e a r s , in  r e je c t in g  o p in io n s  w h ic h  a re  o u ts id e  o f  d iv in e  o r  C a th o lic  f a i th . P r iv a te  ju d g m e n t ,  th re e  h u n d re d  y e a r s  

o ld  a n d  e re c te d  in to  a  la w , a n d  e v e n  in to  a  r e l ig io n , h a s  in fe c te d  th e  a tm o sp h e re  in  w h ic h  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h  is  

fo rc e d  to  l iv e  a n d  to  b re a th e . I t is  t ru e  th a t  th e  te a c h in g  o f  th e o lo g ia n s , e v e n  th o u g h  u n a n im o u s , w ill n o t m a k e  

m a tte r o f  d iv in e  f a i th ; b u t th e ir c o n s e n t c re a te s a n  in te lle c tu a l t r a d it io n  a g a in s t w h ic h  n o  m a n  c a n  s e t h is  

ju d g m e n t  w ith o u t  r a s h n e s s . W e  s h o u ld  b e  r a sh  i f  w e  m e a s u re d  o u rs e lv e s  a g a in s t a n y  o n e  o f  th e m ; w e  s h o u ld  b e  

m o re  th a n  r a sh  i f  w e  s e t o u rs e lv e s a g a in s t th e ir  u n a n im o u s ju d g m e n t . T h e  u n a n im o u s in te rp re ta t io n  o f  th e  

F a th e r s  m a k e s  a  ru le  fo r  f ix in g  th e  s e n s e  o f  th e  S c r ip tu re s  a g a in s t  a l l  p r iv a te  s p ir i ts . T h e  u n a n im o u s  te a c h in g  o f  

th e o lo g ia n s  is  th e  m a x im u m , o r  a  h ig h  d e g re e  o f  h u m a n  c e r ta in ty  in  m a tte r s  o f  r e v e a le d  a n d  o f  u n re v e a le d  tm th .  

I f  w e  t ru s t o u r  in d iv id u a l r e a so n , is  n o t  th e ir  c o l le c t iv e  r e a s o n  to  b e  r a th e r  tm s te d ?  I f  w e  th in k  th a t  th e  l ig h t  o f  

th e  S p ir i t o f  T ru th  h a s  b e e n  le a d in g  u s , d o e s  H e  n o t a ls o  le a d  th e m ?  A n d  is  n o t  th e ir  u n a n im ity  th e  r e s u l t o f  a  

c o l le c t iv e  g u id a n c e  a n d  a  c o n f lu e n t  i l lu m in a t io n ?  T h e ir  c o m b in e d  a n d  u n ite d  l ig h t  p u ts  o u t  o u r  is o la te d  s p ir i t , a s  

th e  n o o n d a y  s u n  m a k e s  a l l le s s e r l ig h ts  to  b e  in v is ib le . T h e  h a b it o f  te a c h in g  o th e r s  g e n e ra te s  a ls o  a  h a b it o f  

fo rm in g  a n d  a d h e r in g  to  o u r  o w n  o p in io n . W e  a re  s e n t to  a f f i rm  a n d  to  a s se r t , a n d  th is  le a d s e a s i ly  to  s e lf -  

a s se r tio n . T h e  te a c h e rs  o f  d o g m a  e a s i ly  b e c o m e  d o g m a tic . P r ie s ts  m e e t w ith  le s s o f  c o n tra d ic tio n  th a n  o th e r  

m e n , a n d  o f te n  b e a r  i t le s s  p a t ie n t ly . M e n  in  th e  w o r ld , a s  a t  th e  B a r , o r  in  P a r l ia m e n t , a re  t r a in e d  b y  c o n s ta n t  

c o n tra d ic t io n  to  c o u r te s y  a n d  fo rb e a ra n c e . T h e y  a re  o f te n  a n  e x a m p le  a n d  a  r e b u k e  to  u s . I t  is  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  th e  

g if t  o f  c o u n se l  th a t  m a k e s  u s  o p in io n a te d  a n d  im p a tie n t .

4 .  A n o th e r s ig n  o f  m e n ta l o b e d ie n c e  o r  d o c i l i ty  is a  f e a r a n d  s u s p ic io n  o f  n o v e l t ie s in  d o c tr in e  o r  

p ra c t ic e  o r  d e v o tio n . T h e o lo g y  o r  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  G o d  is  a  d iv in e  t r a d i t io n , ru n n in g  d o w n  f ro m  th e  b e g in n in g ,  

e v e r  e x p a n d in g , a n d  r is in g  in  i ts  u n ity  a n d  s y m m e try  to  p e r fe c t io n . I t is  b u ilt  u p  in d e e d  o f  th in g s  o ld  a n d  n e w ,  

b u t th e  n e w  a re , a s V in c e n t o f  L e r in s  s a id , non nova sed nove. T h e  c o in s o f  th e  R o m a n , th e  B y z a n tin e , th e  

B r it is h  E m p ire  h a v e  n e w  a n d  v a r io u s  im a g e s  a n d  s u p e r s c r ip t io n s , b u t  th e  g o ld  is  a l l o n e . S o  th e  d e f in i t io n s  o f  

th e  tm th  m a y  b e  n e w , b u t  th e  t ru th  is  o ld . I t  is  th e  r e s t le s s  s e a  o f  h u m a n  in te lle c t c a s t in g  u p  m ire  a n d  d a rk n e s s  

th a t  fo rc e s  th e  C h u rc h  to  m a k e  n e w  d y k e s , a n d  to  g u a rd  th e  f a i th  w ith  n e w  d e f in i t io n s . B u t s o m e  m in d s  a re  

w e a ry  o f  o ld  t ru th s , o ld  te rm s , o ld  p h ra s e s , o ld  m o d e s  o f  te a c h in g , o ld  p ra y e r s , o ld  d e v o tio n s . T h e y  n e e d  t i r e  

s t im u lu s o f  n o v e lty : n e w  c o lo r s , n e w  fo rm s , n e w  w a y s o f  s ta t in g  o ld  d o c tr in e s , f t is  w ith  d o c tr in e s a s w ith  



f a s h io n s : th e y  m u s t  b e  a lw a y s  c h a n g in g . C r it ic s  a n d  a u th o rs , p ro fe s so r s  a n d  p re a c h e r s , o f te n  h a v e  a  c ra v in g  fo r  

o r ig in a l i té . T o  b e  l ik e  th e ir  fo re fa th e r s  is  to  b e  c o m m o n p la c e ; to  s tr ik e  o u t  n e w  l in e s , n e w  w a y s  o f  p u tt in g  o ld  

t ru th s , m a k e s  a  r e p u ta t io n . I t  is  o n ly  th e  C h u rc h  th a t c a n  r e v is e  th e  s a c re d  te rm in o lo g y  o f  f a i th . I t a lo n e  “ c a n  

b r in g  fo r th  th in g s  o ld  a n d  n e w .”  A ll  o th e r  in n o v a tio n s  a re  d e p a r tu re s  f ro m  th e  b e a te n  p a th , w h ic h  is  s a fe  b e c a u se  

b e a te n , a n d  b e a te n  b e c a u s e  i t  is  th e  w a y  o f  o u r  fo re fa th e r s  in  th e  f a i th . W h a t  is  t ru e  in  th e o lo g y  is  m o re  e v id e n t ly  

t ru e  in  th e  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  s a c re d  S c r ip tu re . T h e  lo v e  o f  n o v e l ty  is  a lw a y s  a t w o rk  to  f in d  n e w  m e a n in g s ; 

a n d  c r i tic ism  is im p a tie n t  o f  r e s tr a in t. W e  l iv e  in  a n  a g e  o f  u n lim ite d  in te l le c tu a l l ib e r ty P r ie s ts  r e a d  w ith o u t  

s c ru p le o r h e s i ta t io n  b o o k s a n d  w ritin g s w h ic h  f a l l u n d e r th e m le s o f  th e In d e x . T h e  h a b it o f  in te lle c tu a l  

in d e p e n d e n c e  is  e a s i ly  fo rm e d . W e  a re  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  b o th  G n o s t ic s  a n d  A g n o s t ic s : b y  th o s e  w h o  o u t o f  th e ir  

o w n  c o n s c io u s n e ss  a re  w is e r  th a n  th e  C h u rc h , a n d  b y  o th e r s  w h o  m e a s u re  w h a t c a n  b e  k n o w n  b y  w h a t th e y  

k n o w . C a th o lic s  w o u ld  n o t  c o n s c io u s ly  l is te n  to  e i th e r  o f  th e s e  s c h o o ls  o f  e r ro r ; a n d  y e t  th e y  a re  c o n tin u a l ly  a n d  

u n c o n s c io u s ly  ta k in g  in  th e ir  e r ro n e o u s  p re m is e s , a n d  p r in c ip le s ,  a n d  a s s u m p tio n s  in  th e ir  d a i ly  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  

w o r ld . A s  to  f a ls e  th e o lo g y  a n d  f a ls e  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  S c r ip tu re , th e y  w o u ld  b e  u p o n  th e ir  g u a rd ; b u t  th e y  a re  o f f  

th e ir g u a rd in  p h ilo s o p h y , a n d  r e a d i ly o p e n  th e ir e a r s a n d  th e ir in te lle c t to  th e a b e r ra t io n s o f m o d e m  

m e ta p h y s ic s . T h e y th in k  th a t a s in  p h ilo s o p h y  th e re is n o  h e re sy , s o  th e re  n e e d  b e n o  f e a r . B u t a  f a ls e  

p h ilo s o p h y  u n d e rm in e s  f a i th , a n d  o n e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l e r ro r , l ik e  a  ro t te n  b e a m , w ill lo o s e n  th e  w h o le  s u p e r 

s tru c tu re  o f  th e o lo g y .  P r ie s ts  h a v e  o f  a l l  m e n  n e e d  to  b e  u p o n  th e ir  g u a rd , fo r  th e y  a re  th e  g u id e s  a n d  te a c h e rs  o f  

th e  f a i th fu l . I t  is  d a n g e ro u s  to  r e c e iv e  a n d  to  p ro p a g a te  th e  le a s t  in te l le c tu a l e r ro r . W e  h a v e  n e e d  to  l iv e  in  g re a t  

w a tc h fu ln e s s  a g a in s t  w h a t  is  g lo r if ie d  a s  " m o d e m  th o u g h t .”  T h e  th o u g h t  o f  th e  m o d e m  w o r ld  is  s e t t in g  s te a d i ly  

a w a y  f ro m  G o d . T h e  lo v e  o f  n o v e l ty  is  o n e  o f  i ts  s ig n s , a n d  th e  o n ly  a d e q u a te  c o r re c t iv e  is  th e  donum scientiae, 

th e  g if t o f  s c ie n c e  o r  k n o w le d g e , w h ic h  s e e s G o d  in  a l l th in g s , a n d  a l l th in g s  in  G o d . W ith  th is  l ig h t  w e  m a y  

t r a v e r se  th e  w h o le  w o r ld  o f  a b s tr a c t  o r  a p p lie d  s c ie n c e s  w ith o u t h e s i ta t io n  o r  f e a r .

5 .  T h e re  r e m a in s  s t il l  o n e  m o re  s ig n  to  b e  a d d e d , th a t is , a  m is tru s t  o f  s e lf  in  a l l  i ts  fo rm s , e s p e c ia l ly  in  

o u r  in te lle c tu a l a n d  m o ra l  ju d g m e n ts . T o  a c q u ire  th is  s e lf -m is tru s t  w e  h a v e  o n ly  n e e d  to  r e m e m b e r  th re e  th in g s  

—  f i rs t , h o w  o f te n  w e  h a v e  e r re d  in  o u r  o p in io n s ; s e c o n d ly , h o w  l i t t le  w e  h a v e  r e a d ; th ird ly , h o w  l i t t le  w e  h a v e  

s tu d ie d . T o  r e a d  is  o n e  th in g ,  to  s tu d y  is  a n o th e r . N o  c o n s c ie n t io u s  p r ie s t w ill  s h u t  h is  b o o k s ;  n o  w ise  p r ie s t  w ill  

a n sw e r  in  g ra v e  m a tte r s  w ith o u t  c o n s u lt in g  th e m ; n o  p r ie s t  w h o  m is tru s ts  h im s e lf  w ill p r in t a n d  p u b lish  w ith o u t  

p u tt in g  I r is b o o k  u n d e r  th e  r e v is io n  o f  o th e r  e y e s  a n d  o th e r  m in d s ; th e  m o re  th e  b e t te r . W e  m u s t k n o w  h o w  to  

le a m  b e fo re  w e  te a c h . A n d  w e  m u s t  le a rn  to  o b e y  b e fo re  w e  c a n  g u id e . T h is  m is tm s t  o f  s e lf  c o m e s  f ro m  th e  g if t  

o f  f i l ia l f e a r  —  th a t is . th e  f e a r  o f  o f fe n d in g  G o d  e i th e r  in  H is  la w  o r  in  H is  tm th  b y  a n y  r e c k le s s  a c t io n  o r  b y  

a n y  id le  w o rd .

I t is  to  p r ie s ts  e m p h a tic a l ly  th a t S . J o h n ’ s  w o rd s  a p p ly : " Y e  h a v e  a n  u n c t io n  f ro m  th e  H o ly  O n e , a n d  

y o u  k n o w  a l l  t i l in g s .”  A n d  a m o n g  th o s e  t i l in g s  a re , f i rs t  a n d  a b o v e  a l l.  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d  a n d  th e  k n o w le d g e  

o f  s e lf , o u t  o f  w h ic h  s p r in g s  m is tm s t o f  s e lf . I t w a s  o f  o u r  D iv in e  L o rd , w h o s e  p r ie s th o o d  w e  s h a re , th a t I s a ia s  

p ro p h e s ie d : " T h e  s p ir i t o f  th e  L o rd  s h a ll r e s t  u p o n  H im : th e  s p ir i t  o f  w isd o m  a n d  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g , th e  s p ir it o f  

c o u n se l a n d  o f  fo r ti tu d e , th e  s p ir i t o f  k n o w le d g e  a n d  o f  g o d lin e s s . A n d  H e  s h a l l b e  f i l le d  w ith  th e  s p ir i t o f  th e  

f e a r o f  th e  L o rd .” O f  th is u n c t io n  e v e ry  p r ie s t r e c e iv e s , a n d  in  th e  m e a s u re  in  w h ic h  th e se  s e v e n  g if ts a re  

c h e r is h e d  b y  c o n sc io u s  o b e d ie n c e  h e  is  c o n fo rm e d  to  h is  D iv in e  M a s te r .

C H A P T E R  X V II .

T H E  P R IE S T ’ S  R E W A R D S

T H E  P ro p h e t I s a ia s fo re to ld  o f  th e  M a n  o f  S o r ro w s th a t H e s h o u ld  h a v e  H is c o n so la t io n  in  th e  m id s t o f  

s u f fe r in g : “ B e c a u s e  H is  s o u l h a th  la b o re d , H e  s h a l l s e e  a n d  b e  f i l le d ;”  th a t  is , H e  s h a l l s e e  th e  fm it  o f  H is  to i ls  

a n d  te a r s  e v e n  u p o n  e a r th . S o  w ith  H is s e rv a n ts . In  th e  m id s t o f  a l l h is s o rro w s a n d  la b o r s , a n x ie t ie s a n d  

d is a p p o in tm e n ts ,  a  p r ie s t  h a s  a  m u lt i tu d e  o f  c o n so la t io n s ; e v e n  in  th is  l i f e  h e  h a s  a  g re a t  r e c o m p e n s e  o f  r e w a rd .  

G o d  w ill  n o t  b e  o u td o n e  in  g e n e ro s i ty . W h o s o e v e r  fo r sa k e s  a n y th in g  fo r  H is  s a k e , H e  w ill  r e p a y  a  h u n d re d fo ld .  

W h a t S . P a u l s a id  to  a l l  th e  f a i th fu l is  e m p h a tic a l ly  tm e  o f  p r ie s ts . T h e y  w h o  s tr ip  th e m se lv e s  o f  a l l th in g s  fo r  

C h r is t ’s s a k e , in  th e  m e a s u re  in  w h ic h  th e y  a re  p o o r  th e re b y  b e c o m e  r ic h . ·  nihil habentes, omnia possidentes. 

A g a in  h e  s a y s , “ A ll a re  y o u rs , a n d  y e  a re  C h r is t’s , a n d  C h r is t  is  G o d ’s .”  T h e  le g a l e a r th ly  r ig h ts  o f  th e  r ic h  in  

th is  w o r ld  in  n o  w a y  b a r  th e  e n jo y m e n t  o f  th e  f a i th fu l . T h e  e a r th  is  th e  L o rd ’s  a n d  th e  fu l ln e s s  th e re o f . A n d  

th ro u g h  “ th e  H e ir  o f  a l l  th in g s ”  w e  in h e r i t a l l t i l in g s . T h e  e a r th , s e a , a n d  s k y  w e re  m a d e  b e fo re  th e  h u m a n  la w s  

o f  p ro p e r ty  e x is te d . A  p r ie s t  w h o  h a s  n o th in g  b u t  h is  b a re  s u s te n a n c e  e n jo y s  w ith o u t  b u rd e n  o r  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  a l l  

th e  w o rk s  o f  N a tu re  in  a l l th e ir  b r ig h tn e s s  a n d  s w e e tn e s s , a n d  th a t  in  a  h ig h e r  d e g re e , p e rh a p s , th a n  th e  lo rd  o f  

th e  s o i l. T h e  b e a u ty  o f  th e  w o r ld  is  a  c o m m o n  in h e r i ta n c e , a n d  n o n e  e n jo y  i t s o  k e e n ly  a s  th o se  w h o  b y  th e  

donum scientiae s e e  G o d  in  e v e ry th in g , a n d  e v e ry th in g  in  G o d . T h e  w h o le  w o r ld  to  th e m  is  l ik e  th e  b u s h  th a t  

b u rn e d  o n  M o u n t H o re b . T h e  p re s e n c e  a n d  g lo iy  o f  G o d  a re e v e iy w h e re . “ A ll th in g s ” a re  th e ir s ; a n d  th is  



in c lu d e s  th e  w h o le  r e v e la t io n  o f  G o d , a n d  th e  w h o le  r e g e n e ra t io n  o f  m a n k in d . A  p r ie s t  b e g in s  th e  d a y  a t th e  

a l ta r  w ith in  th e  v e i l , e n c o m p a ss e d  b y  th e  D iv in e  P re se n c e  a n d  th e  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t . T h e  v is io n  o f  f a i th , c o n sc io u s  

a n d  u n c o n s c io u s , b e c o m e s  a  s e c o n d  n a tu re . H e  s e e s  a lw a y s  th e  w o r ld  th a t  is  in v is ib le . I ts  b e a u ty , i ts  s w e e tn e s s , 

a n d  i ts  f r a g ra n c e  a re  p e rc e p t ib le  to  a n  in w a rd  s e n s e . T h e  in c e n s e  o f  th e  H o ly  M a s s  in  th e  m o rn in g , a n d  o f  th e  

B e n e d ic t io n  o f  th e  e v e n in g , is  a s  a n  o d o r  f ro m  th e  e te rn a l  h il ls . A  p r ie s t  w h o s e  m in d  is  fu l l  o f  th is  w o r ld  m u s t  b e  

o f te n , i f  n o t  a lw a y s , s p ir i t le s s  a n d  s a d d e n e d . A  p r ie s t w h o s e  m in d  is  f i lle d  w ith  th e  e te rn a l  w o r ld  w ill  b e  a lw a y s

—  h a b itu a l ly  a n d  v ir tu a l ly , a n d  v e ry  o f te n  a c tu a l ly  —  f i l le d  w ith  i ts  l ig h t , p e a c e , a n d  g la d n e s s . T h e  p ro m is e  o f  

G o d  b y  th e  p ro p h e t is  fu lf il le d  in  h im : " T h e  L o rd  w ill g iv e  th e e  r e s t c o n tin u a l ly , ”  e v e n  in  th e  d is o rd e r s  o f  th is  

tu m u ltu o u s  w o r ld , “ a n d  w ill  f i l l th y  s o u l w ith  b r ig h tn e s s .”  implebit splendoribus animam tuanr. in  th e  d a rk n e s s  

w ith o u t , l i is s o u l w ill b e  f i lle d  w ith  th e  s p le n d o rs o f  th e  w o r ld  o f  l ig h t . " A n d  th o u  s h a ll b e  l ik e  a  w a te re d  

g a rd e n ,”  a  g a rd e n  fo r  o rd e r  a n d  b e a u ty , w h ic h  is  d re s s e d  b y  G o d  H im s e lf , a n d  w a te re d  w ith  c o n tin u a l s tr e a m s :  

“ a n d  l ik e  a  fo u n ta in  o f  w a te r , w h o s e  w a te r s  s h a l l n o t f a i l .”  H e  s h a l l n o t a lo n e  r e c e iv e  th e  s tr e a m s  f ro m  “ th e  

F o u n ta in  o f  l iv in g  w a te r ,”  w h ic h  is  G o d  H im se lf , b u t  h e  s h a l l in  h im s e lf  b e  a  fo u n ta in  o f  p e re n n ia l  w a te r , f ro m  

w h ic h  s tre a m s  s h a l l f lo w , n o t  o n ly  in to  h is  o w n  in w a rd  b e in g , b u t  o u tw a rd ly  u p o n  a l l a ro u n d  h im  —  s tr e a m s  o f  

l ig h t , o f  c h a r ity , o f  c o n so la tio n ,  a n d  o f  s a v in g  h e a l th ; fo r  th e  s a c ra m e n ta l g ra c e  o f  h is  p r ie s th o o d  a n d  th e  s e v e n  

g if ts  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t  w ill  b e  a lw a y s  a n d  e v e ry w h e re , a n d  in  a l l n e e d s  a n d  t r ia ls  Fons aquae salientis in vitam 

aeternam.

T h is  a lo n e  w o u ld  b e  a n  a b u n d a n t r e w a rd  to  th e  m o s t f e rv e n t p r ie s t w h o  h a d  s p e n t h im s e lf  th ro u g h  a  

lo n g  l i f e  fo r  th e  e le c t ’s  s a k e . B u t  th e re  a re  a ls o  o th e r  r e w a rd s .

1 . A n d  f i rs t  is  th e  jo y  o f  a  p a s to r  o v e r  th e  s o u ls  o f  h is  f lo c k . T h e  r e la t io n  o f  p a s to r  a n d  f lo c k  is  th re e fo ld

—  m u tu a l k n o w le d g e , m u tu a l lo v e , m u tu a l c h a r i ty . T h e  m u tu a l k n o w le d g e  is  to  k n o w  th e  n u m b e r , th e  n a m e ,  

a n d  th e  n e e d s  o f  h is  f lo c k  o n e  b y  o n e , a n d  to  b e  k n o w n  b y  th e m  a s  th e ir  f a th e r , f r ie n d , a n d  g u id e : th e  m u tu a l  

c h a r i ty  is  th a t  h e  lo v e s  th e m  fo r  o u r  L o rd ’s  s a k e , fo r  th e ir  o w n  s a k e , a s  h e irs  o f  e te rn a l  l i f e , a n d  a s  h is  s p ir i tu a l 

c h i ld re n  in  J e s u s C h r is t a n d  th e  m u tu a l s e rv ic e  is  th a t h e  b e s to w s u p o n  th e m  h is  c a re , la b o r , t im e , s tr e n g th ,  

h e a l th , a n d , i f  n e e d  b e , l i f e  i ts e lf ; a n d  th a t th e y  r e n d e r to  h im  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  f i lia l c h a r ity , g e n e ro s i ty , a n d  

o b e d ie n c e . W h e n  p a s to r  a n d  f lo c k  a re  s o  u n ite d ,  th e n  th e  w o rd s  o f  S . J o h n  a re  fu lf il le d : “ I  h a v e  n o  g re a te r  g ra c e  

th a n  th is , to  h e a r  th a t  m y  c h i ld re n  w a lk  in  t ru th .”  In  th e  m e a s u re  in  w h ic h  th e  lo v e  o f  s o u ls  r e ig n s  in  a  p r ie s t’ s  

h e a r t  h e  w ill  u n d e r s ta n d  th is  jo y , a n d  h is  jo y  w ill  b e  in  m e a s u re  e q u a l  to  h is  lo v e . B u t  th e  lo v e  o f  s o u ls  is  a  s ix th  

s e n s e . S o m e  m e n  h a v e  s o  l i t t le  o f  i t  a s  to  s e e m  to  h a v e  n o n e : s o m e  s o  m u c h  th a t  i t  c o n tro ls  a l l th e ir  l i f e . S o m e  

p r ie s ts  h a v e , in d e e d , a  lo v e  o f  s o u ls , a n d  y e t  s o  u n c o n s tr a in in g  a n d  s o  ta m e  th a t  th e y  h a v e  l i t t le  jo y  a n d  l i t t le  

r e c o m p e n s e  in  th e ir  w o rk . B u t  to  th o s e  in  w h o m  th e  f i r e  is  k in d le d  th e re  a re  th re e  d is t in c t  jo y s ,  s o  d iv e r s e  th a t  

th e y  c a n n o t  b e  c o m p a re d ,  a n d  y e t  s o  a l ik e  th a t  th e y  s p r in g  f ro m  o n e  m o tiv e .

T h e  f i r s t is  jo y  o v e r  th e  in n o c e n t —  th a t  is . o v e r  th e  c h i ld re n  w h o  a s  y e t  a re  f r e s h  in  th e ir  b a p tism a l 

g ra c e ; s t i ll  m o re  o v e r  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  g ro w n  u p  to  y o u th ,  to  m a n h o o d ,  a n d  to  w o m a n h o o d  w ith  th e  in n o c e n c e  o f  

c h i ld h o o d . T h e re  c a n  b e  n o  m o re  b e a u tifu l s ig h t in  th is  w o r ld  th a n  a  s o u l in  g ra c e . In  th e  k in g d o m  o f  th e ir  

F a th e r  th e y  s h a l l s h in e  a s  th e  s u n : a lr e a d y  in  th is  w o r ld  in  th e  s ig h t o f  G o d  th e y  s o  b e a r  H is  im a g e  a n d  l ik e n e s s  

th a t i ts  b r ig h tn e s s  is  n o t o v e rc a s t  b y  a n y  c lo u d  o f  w illfu l s in . T h e y  a re  th e  c le a n  in  h e a r t  w h o  s e e  G o d , a n d  th e  

p e a c e m a k e r s  w h o  a re  th e  s o n s o f  G o d . T h e  h u m il ity , p u r i ty , s in c e r i ty , a n d  c h a r i ty  o f  s u c h  s o u ls in  a l l th e ir  

r e la t io n s  in  l i f e , a n d  n o t le a s t  to  h im  w h o  h a s  b e e n  th e  g u id e  o f  th e ir  y o u th  a n d  b o th  f a th e r  a n d  f r ie n d  in  G o d , is  

to  a  p r ie s t  th e  s e a l  a n d  s ig n  th a t  h is  w o rk  is  a c c e p te d  b y  o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r .

B u t a n o th e r  a n d  d is t in c t r e c o m p e n s e  o f  a l l c a re s , a n x ie t ie s , a n d  la b o r s  is  to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  c o n v e r s io n  

o f  s in n e r s  a n d  th e  r e tu rn  o f  s o u ls  to  G o d . T h e  jo y  o f  th e  G o o d  S h e p h e rd  o v e r  th e  lo s t  s h e e p  w ill  b e  m e a s u re d  b y  

tw o  t i l in g s  —  th e  d a n g e r  o f  th e  s o u l a n d  th e  la b o r  o f  th e  s e a rc h . S o m e tim e s  o n e  w h o  h a s  lo n g  p e rs e v e re d  in  

in n o c e n c e  f a l ls  l ik e  l ig h tn in g  f ro m  h e a v e n . Y e s te rd a y  h e  w a s  in  u n io n  w ith  G o d ; to -d a y  h e  is  c u t  o f f  a n d  d e a d .  

A ll th e  g ra c e  o f  c h i ld h o o d  a n d  y o u th  is  g o n e , a n d  th e  b r ig h tn e s s  is  tu rn e d  in to  d e a th . A n d  a  d e a d  s o u l , l ik e  a  

d e a d  b o d y , s o o n  d e c a y s . O n e  s in  o p e n s  th e  f lo o d g a te , a n d  th e  r a p id i ty  o f  th e  s tr e a m  is  p re te rn a tu ra l . O n c e  f a l le n ,  

th e  f a c i l ity  is  a c q u ire d , n o t  b y  h a b it, b u t  b y  a  n e w  a n d  s tra n g e  im p u lse  u n k n o w n  b e fo re . T h e n  c o m e s  r e c k le s s  

c o n tin u a n c e  in  s in , a n d  th e n  d e s p a ir ; a n d  d e s p a ir  m a k e s  th e  s o u l b lin d  a n d  d e a f . E v e ry  p r ie s t h a s  h a d , o r  s o o n e r  

o r  la te r  w ill  h a v e , th is  s o r ro w ; a n d  h e  w ill r e m e m b e r  th e  p ra y e r s  a n d  e f fo r ts , a n d  h o p e s  a n d  d is a p p o in tm e n ts ,  i t  

m a y  b e  o f  y e a rs , b e fo re  th e  lo s t s o u l w a s  fo u n d  a n d  b ro u g h t  b a c k  to  G o d . S . A u g u s t in e  g iv e s  th e  e x a m p le  o f  

th re e  w h o  w e re  d e a d  b ro u g h t b a c k  to  l i f e  a g a in . T h e  d a u g h te r  o f  J a iru s , o n ly  ju s t  d e a d , b e fo re  d e c a y  b e g a n :  th e  

w id o w ’ s  s o n , d e a d  a n d  c a rr ie d  o u t  to  b u r ia l , d e a d  a n d  u n d e r  th e  d o m in io n  o f  d e c a y : a n d  L a z a ru s , d e a d  a n d  fo u r  

d a y s  in  th e  g ra v e , b o u n d  b y  th e  w in d in g - s h e e t  a n d  b lin d fo ld  w ith  th e  n a p k in , l ik e  th e  s in  th a t is  d e a d ly ,  h a b itu a l,  

a n d  b lin d in g . T h e  jo y  o v e r  s u c h  r e s u r re c tio n s  f ro m  th e  d e a d  n o n e  c a n  m e a s u re  b u t th e  p r ie s t w h o  h a s  r e c e iv e d  

b a c k  h is  " d e a d  to  l i f e  a g a in .”

L a s t ly , th e re  is  th e  c o n so la t io n , s t il l  fu l l  o f  s a d n e ss  a n d  a n x ie ty , w h e n  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  f a l le n  a g a in  a n d  

a g a in , a g a in  a n d  a g a in  r e tu rn , a n d  a re  r e c e iv e d  b a c k  o n c e  m o re . I t is  a  jo y  w ith  t r e m b lin g . F o r  th o s e  o n  w h o m  

w e  “ h a v e  m e rc y  in  f e a r ,”  “ p u ll in g  th e m  o u t o f  th e  f i re ,”  c o n tin u e  fo r  a  lo n g  t im e , p e rh a p s  fo r  e v e r , a  c a u se  o f  

c o n s ta n t  f e a r . N e v e r th e le s s , w h e n  th e  p a s to r  h a s  d o n e  a l l h e  c a n  fo r  th e m , h e  m a y  r e s t in  h o p e . I f  s o u ls  w ill n o t  

b e  r e d e e m e d  h e  c a n n o t  s a v e  th e m . G o d  H im se lf  r e s p e c ts  th e  f r e e d o m  H e  c re a te d  a n d  g a v e  to  th e m . T h e y  c a n  



d e s tro y  th e m s e lv e s . A s  l i f e  d ra w s o n . a n d  th e  w o rk  o f  a  p r ie s t in  th e  m id s t o f  h is  f lo c k  h a s  b ro u g h t h im  in to  

c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  g o o d  a n d  th e  e v i l , th e  i im o c e n t a n d  th e  p e n ite n t , h e  c a n  lo o k  ro u n d  u p o n  i t  a s  th e  s o w e r  in  th e  

l in g e r in g  s u m m e r  w h e n  th e  c o m  is  r ip e n in g , lo o k s  u p o n  th e  h a rv e s t- f ie ld . H e  s e e s  th e  m ild e w  a n d  th e  b lig h t ,  

a n d  h e re  a n d  th e re  m a n y  a  s ta lk  la id  b y  th e  r a in  a n d  w in d , p a le  a n d  s ic k ly ;  b u t  th e  f ie ld  is  fu l l  o f  l i f e , a n d  th e  s u n  

is  u p o n  th e  r e d d e n in g  e a r s , in  a  l i t t le  w h ile  to  b e  r e a p e d  fo r  th e  g re a t h a n  e s t-h o m c . A n d  in  th e  m id s t o f  m a n y  

s o rro w s  h e  c a n  r e jo ic e  a s  in  th e  jo y  o f  h a rv e s t : "laetabuntur coram te, sicut qui laetantur in messe"

2 .  A n o th e r  r e w a rd  o f  a  f e rv e n t  p r ie s t is  th e  g ra ti tu d e  o f  h is  f lo c k . H e  m a y  s a y , “ T h e re fo re , m y  d e a r ly  

b e lo v e d  b re th re n , a n d  m o s t d e s ir e d , m y  jo y  a n d  m y  c ro w n .” “ I f  I  b e  m a d e  a  v ic tim  u p o n  th e  s a c r if ic e  a n d  

s e rv ic e  o f  y o u r  f a i th , I  jo y  a n d  r e jo ic e  w ith  y o u  a l l. In  th e  s e lf -s a m e  th in g  d o  y o u  a ls o  jo y  a n d  r e jo ic e  w ith  m e .”  

“ Y e  h a v e  k n o w n  u s  in  p a r t  th a t  w e  a re  y o u r  g lo ry , e v e n  a s  y e  a ls o  a re  o u rs  in  th e  d a y  o f  o u r  L o rd  J e s u s  C h r is t .”  

“ F o r  w h a t is  o u r  h o p e , o r  jo y , o r  c ro w n  o f  g lo ry ?  A re  n o t  y o u  in  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  o u r  L o rd  J e s u s  C h r is t a t  H is  

c o m in g ? ”  " B e c a u s e  n o w  w e  l iv e , i f  y o u  s ta n d  in  th e  L o rd . F o r  w h a t th a n k s  c a n  w e  r e tu rn  to  G o d  fo r  y o u , in  a l l  

th e  jo y  w h e re w ith  w e  r e jo ic e  fo r  y o u  b e fo re  o u r  W h e n  h e  c o u n ts  u p  h is  s h e e p , h e  m a y  b e  e v e r  s a y in g , Corona 

mea et gaudium meum. W h e n  h e  n u m b e rs  u p  th e  s in n e r s  a n d  im p e n ite n t , a n d  th e  w re c k e d  h o m e s  w h ic h  h e  h a s  

la b o re d  to  s a v e , h e  w ill r e m e m b e r h o w  h e  h a s  s tr iv e n  a n d  p ra y e d , h o w  fo r  th e ir s a lv a t io n  h e  h a s “ to i le d  a l l  

n ig h t”  in  th e  d a rk , w ith  h a rd ly  a  r a y  o f  h o p e , “ a n d  ta k e n  n o th in g ,”  r e a d y  a g a in  to  le t  d o w n  th e  n e ts  a t  o u r  L o rd ’ s  

b id d in g , a n d  a g a in  to  la u n c h  o u t  in to  th e  d e e p , o u t  o f  w h ic h  a l l  h is  s tr iv in g  a n d  a l l  h is  p ra y e r s  h a v e  n o t  y e t  s a v e d  

th e m . T h is  m u s t  m e e t  u s , a s  i t  m e t  o u r  D iv in e  M a ste r ,  in  o u r  d a i ly  la b o r . W h e n  w e  lo o k  u p o n  th e m , w e  s h a re  th e  

m e n ta l s o r ro w s  o f  o u r  L o rd  o n  e a r th ; w h e n  f ro m  th e m  w e  h im  to  th e  f ie ld  w h ite  fo r  th e  h a rv e s t, H e  g iv e s  u s  a  

s h a re  o f  H is  jo y  in  h e a v e n .

T h e re  a re  f iv e  c o m p a n ie s  a m o n g  h is  p e o p le  w h o  r e w a rd  a  p r ie s t in  th is  l i f e . F ir s t , e v e ry  p e n ite n t s o u l  

h a s  a  h is to ry  fu l l o f  th e  s in  o f  m a n  a n d  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . S o m e  w e re  a l l b u t d ro w n e d  in  s in , a n d  s o m e  w e re  

p lu c k e d  f ro m  th e  f i re . W e  d id  n o t  k n o w  th e m  b e fo re ; th e y  w e re  b ro u g h t  to  u s  a s  b y  c h a n c e . T h e y  w e re , a s  th e y  

th o u g h t ,  a v o id in g  o u r  c o n fe s s io n a l  w h e n  th e y  c a m e  in to  i t ; th e y  th o u g h t  to  e s c a p e  f ro m  u s , w h e n  u n c o n s c io u s ly  

th e y  to o k  th e m se lv e s  in  th e  s n a re  w h ic h  w a s  la id  fo r  th e m , n o t  b y  u s , w h o  k n e w  n o th in g  o f  th e m , b u t  b y  th e  

h a n d  o f  G o d . T o  b r in g  b a c k  s o u ls  to  G o d , a n d  to  s e e  th e  l ik e n e s s  o f  G o d  o n c e  m o re  s h in e  o u t  f ro m  th e  d a rk n e ss  

o f  th e ir  p a s t , a n d  to  w a tc h  o v e r  th e ir  s te a d fa s t p e r s e v e ra n c e  in  th e  w a y  o f  l i f e , is  a  r e c o m p e n s e  b e y o n d  a l l  la b o r s .

N e x t  c o m e  th e  m o u rn e r s .

S . B a rn a b a s  h a d  a  t i tle  b r ig h te r  th a n  a  c ro w n . H e  w a s  Filius Consolationis, a  s o n  o f  th e  c o n so la t io n  o f  

I s r a e l , a n d  a  m e s se n g e r  o f  th e  g la d  r id in g s  o f  g o o d ; a n d  th a t  b e c a u se  h e  w a s  " fu l l  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t ,”  a  d is c ip le  

o f  th e  P a ra c le te , th e  D iv in e  C o m fo r te r . A  p r ie s t ’ s  m in is try  is  tw o fo ld . H e  is  a  p h y s ic ia n  to  h e a l b o th  s in  a n d  

s o r ro w : th e s e  a re  d is tin c t  b u t  in s e p a ra b le , a n d  e a c h  n e e d s  a  d is tin c t  t r e a tm e n t . M a n y  w h o  c a n  d e a l w ith  s in  a re  

u n s k i l l fu l in  d e a l in g  w ith  s o r ro w . T o  d e a l w ith  s in n e rs  s o m e tim e s  m a k e s  u s  h a rd , a s  i f  s o r ro w s  w e re  im a g in a ry .  

B u t  n o  m a n  c a n  b e  a  s o n  o f  c o n s o la t io n  w h o  h a s  n o t  k n o w n  s o r ro w  fo r  h is  o w n  s in , s o r ro w  in  p e n a n c e , s o r ro w  

fo r  th e  s in s  o f  o th e r s , s o rro w  fo r  th e  w re c k  w h ic h  d e a th  h a s  w re a k e d  u p o n  th e  w o r ld . T h e  b e a ti tu d e , “ B le s s e d  

a re  th e y  th a t m o u rn , fo r  th e y  s h a l l b e  c o m fo r te d ,”  is  a  p ro m is e  th a t G o d  w ill c o n s o le  th e m , n o t o n ly  b y  th e  

P a ra c le te ,  b u t  b y  th o se  w h o  a re  c o n s e c ra te d  to  b e  “ s o n s  o f  c o n so la t io n ”  —  th e  p r ie s ts  a n d  p a s to r s  w h o  s h a re  th e  

o f f ic e , th e  te n d e rn e s s , a n d  th e  s y m p a th ie s  o f  o u r  g re a t  H ig h  P r ie s t ,  th e  M a n  o f  S o r ro w s , a n d  th e  fo u n ta in  o f  a l l  

c o n so la t io n .

A n d  a f te r  th e  m o u rn e r s  c o m e  a  m u lt i tu d e  o f  l i t t le  c h ild re n .

A m o n g  th e  m a n y  r e w a rd s  o f  a  f a i th fu l  p r ie s t  c o m e  th e  lo v e  a n d  th e  jo y  o f  c h i ld re n . B y  th e  f a i th  in fu s e d  

in  B a p tis m , th e y  r e c o g n iz e  in  th e  p r ie s t a  s p ir i tu a l f a th e rh o o d . C h ild re n  c o m e  ro u n d  a  p r ie s t n o t o n ly  b y  a  

n a tu ra l in s t in c t , d ra w n  b y  k in d n e s s , b u t  b y  a  s u p e rn a tu ra l  in s tin c t  a s  to  o n e  w h o  b e lo n g s  to  th e m  b y  r ig h t . T h e  

lo v e  o f  c h i ld re n  fo r  a  p r ie s t  is  th e  m o s t  u n s e lf ish  lo v e  o n  e a r th , a n d  s o  lo n g  a s  th e y  a re  in n o c e n t  i t  b in d s  th e m  to  

h im  b y  a  c o n f id e n c e  w h ic h  c a s ts  o u t  f e a r . T h e  m o s t t im id  a n d  s h r in k in g  c o m e  to  h im  a s  a  r e l ie f  a n d  p ro te c t io n .  

T h e y te ll h im  e v e ry th in g  —  th e ir h o p e s a n d  f e a r s , th e ir t ro u b le s a n d  th e ir f a u lts —  w ith  a n  u n d o u b tin g  

c o n f id e n c e  in  h is  lo v e  a n d  c a re . N o  p r ie s t h a s  g re a te r  jo y  th a n  th e  p r ie s t  w h o  lo v e s  h is  s c h o o ls , a n d  t r a in s  w ith  

h is  o w n  e y e  a n d  c a re  th e  b o y s  w h o  s u r ro u n d  h is  a l ta r . I t is  o n e  o f  th e  s ig n s  o f  h is  c o n fo rm ity  to  I r is D iv in e  

M a s te r .

N e x t a f te r  th e m  c o m e  th e  p o o r . A  p r ie s t  is  G o d ’ s  a lm o n e r . I f  h e  h a s  n o th in g  o f  h is  o w n . h e  r e c e iv e s  in  

a lm s  f ro m  th e  h a n d  o f  H is  M a ste r , a n d  h e  d is tr ib u te s  i t  a g a in  to  th e  p o o r . T h e  o ld , th e  h e lp le s s , a n d  th e  d e s t i tu te  

tu rn  to  h im  a s  th e ir  la s t h o p e . W h a t  J o b  in  h is  p ro fo u n d  h u m il ity  s a id  n o  p r ie s t  w ill d a re  to  s a y ; y e t  e v e ry  tm e  

p r ie s t  w o u ld  d e s ir e  to  b e  s a id  o f  h im  w h e n  h e  is  d e a d : “ T h e  e a r  th a t  h e a rd  m e  b le s se d  m e , a n d  th e  e y e  th a t  s a w  

m e  g a v e  w itn e s s  to  m e . B e c a u s e  I h a d  d e l iv e re d  th e  p o o r  m a n  th a t c r ie d  o u t , a n d  th e  f a th e r le s s  th a t h a d  n o  

h e lp e r , th e  b le s s in g  o f  h im  th a t w a s  r e a d y  to  p e r is h  c a m e  u p o n  m e , a n d  I  c o m fo r te d  th e  h e a r t o f  th e  w id o w . I  

w a s  a n  e y e  to  th e  b lin d  a n d  a  fo o t to  th e  la m e ; I  w a s  th e  f a th e r  o f  th e  p o o r , a n d  th e  c a u se  w h ic h  I  k n e w  n o t I  

s e a rc h e d  o u t  d ilig e n t ly .”  is  T h e  p o o re s t m a n  o u g h t  to  h a v e  n o  f e a r  o f  c o m in g  to  a  p r ie s t , fo r  a  p r ie s t is  n o t  h is  

o w n  —  h e  b e lo n g s  to  h is  f lo c k , a n d  e v e iy  o n e  h a s  a  r ig h t  to  h im  a n d  to  h is  s e rv ic e  in  th e  c h a r ity  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t . 

T o  b e  lo v e d  b y  th e  p o o r  is  th e  s u re s t  s ig n  a  p r ie s t  c a n  h a v e  th a t  h e  is  n o t  u n lik e  h is  M a s te r . F o r  th e  p e o p le  h e a rd  

H im  g la d ly . T h e ir  lo v e  is  a  g re a t  r e w a rd . W h e n  th e  w o r ld  is  d a rk  a n d  h o s ti le , a  p r ie s t  ta k e s  s a n c tu a iy  a m o n g  h is  



p o o r . A lm o s t  a l l  th e  g re a t  in  C h u rc h  o r  S ta te  w e re  a g a in s t  S . T h o m a s  o f  C a n te rb u ry , b u t  th e  p o o r  p r ie s ts  a n d  th e  

p o o r  p e o p le  w e re  a lw a y s  w ith  h im .

L a s t ly , th e re  is  a  c o m p a n y  w h o  c a n n o t  c o m e  a b o u t  th e  p r ie s t  d a y  b y  d a y  l ik e  th e  o th e r s  —  th a t  is . th e  

s ic k  a n d  th e  d y in g . T h e  tw o  c h ie f  w o rk s  o f  a  p a s to r  a re  th e  p re p a r in g  o f  c h i ld re n  fo r  th e ir  w a rfa re  in  l i f e , a n d  th e  

p re p a r in g  o f  th e  s ic k  fo r  th e  la s t c o n f l ic t in  d e a th . T h e  s c h o o l a n d  th e  s ic k - ro o m  a re  th e  tw o  c h ie f  f ie ld s o f  a  

p r ie s t ’s  c h a r i ty  a n d  f e rv o r . S ic k n e s s  w e ig h s  h e a v ily  u p o n  h e a r t a n d  m in d . T h e  s ic k  a re  o f te n  s a d  a n d  o p p re s s e d  

b y  th e  c o n s c io u s n e ss  o f  s in s ,  b o th  o f  e v i l  d o n e  a n d  g o o d  u n d o n e ,  a n d  th ro u g h  w e a k n e s s  th e y  a re  u n a b le  to  th ro w  

th e  b u rd e n  o f f . T h e y  o f te n  s a y  th a t  th e y  c a n n o t  p ra y , a n d  th a t  th e y  c a n n o t  th in k : th e y  c a n  o n ly  l ie  a n d  s u ffe r , f t  is  

a t s u c h  a  t im e  th a t  a  p r ie s t  c a n  th in k  fo r  th e m , a n d  c a l l th e ir  th o u g h ts  in to  a c tiv i ty . I f  h e  b e  a  “ fo u n ta in  o f  w a te r  

w h o s e  w a te rs  s h a l l n o t f a il ,”  th e n  h e  w ill r e f r e sh  th e  s o u l th a t is  d ry  th ro u g h  s u f fe r in g  a n d  p a rc h e d  b y  m e n ta l  

a n x ie ty . W h a t is  t ru e  o f  th e  s ic k  is  s t i ll  m o re  t ru e  o f  th e  d y in g . In  th e  la s t h o u rs  th e  v o ic e  o f  a  g o o d  p r ie s t  is  a s  

th e  v o ic e  o f  a  m e s se n g e r  f ro m  G o d  —  th a t  is , o f  G o d  H im s e lf . T h e  w h isp e re d  n a m e  o f  J e su s , a n d  th e  a c ts  o f  

f a i th , h o p e , c h a r i ty , a n d  c o n tr i tio n  b re a th e d  in to  th e  e a r  th a t  w ill s o o n  h e a r  n o  m o re , a re  th e  e n d  o f  I r is  p a s to ra l  

c a re . T h e  s a n c t i f ie d  s u f fe r in g s o f  th e  s ic k  a n d  th e  s a in t- l ik e  t r a n s i t o f  th e  d y in g ; th e  th a n k s  o f  th e  s ic k  a n d  

p a s s in g  s o u l e v e n  in  b ro k e n  w o rd s , o r  b y  th e  la s t t r a n s ie n t g le a m  o f  a  p e a c e fu l a n d  g ra te fu l lo o k , a re  a  r e w a rd  

b e y o n d  a l l  e a r th ly  r e c o m p e n s e .

W h e n  th e  p e n ite n ts  a n d  m o u rn e r s  a n d  c h i ld re n  a n d  th e  p o o r  lo v e  a n d  s u r ro u n d  a  p r ie s t , h e  h a s  th e  

s u re s t  c o u n te r s ig n s  o f  h is  M a s te r ’s  lo v e . T h e  s p e c ia l  f r ie n d s  o f  J e s u s  a re  h is  f r ie n d s , a n d  in  h im  th e y  s e e  b o th  th e  

s e rv a n t a n d  th e  L o rd .

3 .  T h e  la s t r e w a rd  o f  a  g o o d  p r ie s t is  a  h a p p y  d e a th . A  c a lm  c o n s c ie n c e  in  c h a r i ty  w ith  a l l m e n  is  th e  

w itn e s s  o f  G o d ’ s  w o rk  in  h im . T h e  p r ie s t  m a y  s a y . “ B e in g  c o n f id e n t  o f  th is  v e ry  th in g ,  th a t  H e  w h o  b a th  b e g u n  

a  g o o d  w o rk  in  m e  w ill p e r fe c t th e  s a m e  u n til  th e  d a y  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t .”  Ipse perficiet. "\\!e k n o w  th a t w e  h a v e  

p a s se d  f ro m  d e a th  u n to  l i f e  b e c a u se  w e  lo v e  th e  b re th re n ."  W e  n o t o n ly  b e l ie v e  a n d  h o p e , b u t w e  k n o w . W e  

k n o w  th a t w h e re  th e re  is  a  s tr e a m  th e re  m u s t b e  a  fo u n ta in . W e  k n o w  th a t  th e  lo v e  o f  b ro th e rh o o d  f lo w s  f ro m  

th e  lo v e  o f  G o d . W h o s o e v e r  lo v e s  G o d  is  u n ite d  w ith  H im . a n d  th e  s e c o n d  d e a th  h a s  n o  p o w e r  o v e r  th o se  th a t  

a re  H is . A  g o o d  p r ie s t  w ill s a y . “ I  a m  n o t  c o n sc io u s  to  m y s e lf  o f  a n y th in g , y e t  a m  I  n o t  h e re b y  ju s t i f ie d . H e  th a t  

ju s ti f ie th  m e  is  th e  L o rd .”  H is  s e n te n c e  I a w a it . N e v e r th e le s s , “ i f  o u r  h e a r t r e p re h e n d e th  u s  n o t , th e n  w e  h a v e  

c o n f id e n c e  to w a rd s  G o d .”

A n d  w h e n  I r is h o u r  is  c o m e  th e re  w ill g o  u p  f ro m  e v e ry  h o m e , a n d  f ro m  e v e ry  h e a r t in  h is  f lo c k , a n d  

f ro m  m a n y  w h o  a re I r is s p ir i tu a l c h i ld re n  s c a tte re d  a b ro a d , a m u lt i tu d e  o f  u n c e a s in g  p ra y e rs . N o n e d ie s o  

h a p p ily , o r s u r ro u n d e d  b y  s u c h  a  w id e  a n d  a rd e n t c h a r ity , a s a  p a s to r . H is  l i f e  h a s  b e e n  a  l i f e  o f  c h a r i ty  to  

p e n i te n ts , to  m o u rn e r s , to  c h i ld re n , to  th e  p o o r , a n d  th e y  c a n n o t r e c o m p e n se  h im  e x c e p t b y  th e ir  p ra y e r s , a n d  

th e ir  p ra y e r s  h a v e  g re a t p o w e r  w ith  G o d . T h e y  w ill s u r ro u n d  l i is  h o m e  in  h is  la s t h o u rs . A n d  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  

J e s u s  w ill  s u r ro u n d  l i is  d y in g  b e d . H e  h a s  l iv e d  in  c lo s e  a n d  c o n s ta n t r e la t io n  w ith  h is  D iv in e  M a s te r  fo r  m a n y  

y e a r s : a n d  n o w  H e  is  c o m e  to  c a ll  h im  to  h is  e te rn a l r e s t a n d  to  th e  e x c e e d in g  g re a t  r e w a rd , to  th e  g lo ry  a n d  th e  

c ro w n  th a t s h a l l  b e  g iv e n  to  h im .

In  th e  s ta te  o f  w a itin g  a n d  e x p ia t io n  d a i ly  p ra y e r s  a n d  M a ss e s  w ill  b e  o f fe re d  fo r  h im . A s  h e  h a s  d o n e  

to  o th e r s  s o  n o w  l i is  f lo c k  w ill d o  fo r  h im . T h e n  c o m e s  th e  t r a n s i t to  th e  e s se n t ia l  g lo iy ,  w h ic h  w ill  b e  m e a su re d  

b y  th e  m e r i t  la id  u p  in  th is  l i f e ; b u t  th e  m e r i t is  m e a s u re d  b y  c h a r i ty . A s  h e  h a s  lo v e d  G o d  in  th is  l i f e  s o  w ill h e  

s e e  G o d  w ith  a  g re a te r  in te n s i ty  in  th e  B e a tif ic  V is io n : a n d  a s  h e  h a s  l iv e d  in  c h a r i ty  w ith  a l l m e n  s o  w ill  b e  h is  

b lis s  in  th e  C o m m u n io n  o f  S a in ts . A d d  to  th is  th e  a c c id e n ta l g lo ry ', th e  e v e r - in c re a s in g  b lis s  a n d  jo y  o v e r  s in n e r s  

th a t  r e p e n t a n d  s o u ls  th a t p e r s e v e re , a f te r  l i is  d e a th , b u t th ro u g h  th e  la b o r s  o f  h is  l i f e . T h o u g h  d e a d  h e  y e t  w ill  

s p e a k ; th e  in h e r i ta n c e  o f  l i is  la b o r s  w ill l iv e  o n . T h e  m e m o ry o f  h is  n a m e  w ill s p re a d , a n d  a f te r  m a n y  d a y s ,  

w h e n  h e  is  in  th e  e te rn a l  k in g d o m ,  th e  f i r s t s e e d s  c a s t b y  h im  w ill b e  e v e r  s p r in g in g  u p . T h e  e v i l w e  d o  l iv e s  

a f te r  u s  a n d  r e p ro d u c e s i ts e lf : s o  b y  G o d ’ s  m e rc y  d o e s  th e  g o o d . T h e  s e e d s  s c a t te re d  in  th e  fu r ro w , a n d  s o w n  

b e s id e  a l l w a te rs , in  th e  m o rn in g  a n d  in  th e  e v e n in g  w ill  b e a r  a  h a rv e s t  a n d  b e  r e a p e d  b y  o th e r  h a n d s , b u t  th e  

r e w a rd  y v il l  y e t  b e  l i is .

I f  s u c h  b e  th e  p r ie s t ’s  r e w a rd s  s p r in g in g  u p  in  th is  l i f e , a n d  a s c e n d in g  in to  th e  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t , w ith  h o w  

g re a t  a  lo v e  o u g h t y v e  to  lo v e  o u r  w o rk . T h e  p a s to ra l c a re  is  to  b e  lo v e d  e v e ry w h e re , b e c a u se  i t is  th e  te s t  a n d  

p ro o f  o f  o u r  lo v e  to  o u r  D iv in e  R e d e e m e r . I t is  a lso  th e  m o s t p e r fe c t d is c ip l in e  o f  c h a r ity , th e  m o s t s e a rc h in g  

a b n e g a t io n  o f  s e lf , th e  m o s t g e n e ro u s  s a c r if ic e  o f  a l l t i l in g s  a n d  o f  o u rs e lv e s  a ls o  fo r  th e  s a lv a t io n  o f  s o u ls , f t  is  

m o re o v e r  th e  fu l le s t  fo u n ta in  o f  s a n c t i f ic a tio n , a n d  a s  y v e  l iv e  in  th e  e x e rc is e  o f  c h a r ity , s o  e v e ry  a c t m a y  h a v e  

i ts  a u g m e n ta tio n . I f  th e  p a s to ra l  o f f ic e  is  to  b e  lo v e d  e v e ry  w h e re , i t is  to  b e  lo v e d  e s p e c ia l ly  in  E n g la n d . W e  a re  

p a s to r s  o f  th e  p o o r , a n d  p o o r o u rs e lv e s , s e p a ra te  f ro m  c o u r ts  a n d  h o n o rs , s l ig h te d  a n d  s e t a s id e  in  a p o s to l ic  

l ib e r ty , in  f a i th  a n d  y v o rk  in d e p e n d e n t o f  a l l h u m a n  a u th o r i ty . c lo se ly  a n d  v ita l ly  u n ite d  w ith  th e  S e e  o f  P e te r  

a n d  w ith  th e  C h u rc h  th ro u g h o u t th e  w o r ld : h e irs o f  th e  M a rty  r s , S a in ts . C o n fe s so r s o f  e v e ry a g e , f ro m  S . 

A u g u s t in e  to  th is  d a y . T h e ir  n a m e s  a n d  th e ir  m e m o rie s  a re  u p o n  th e  c i t ie s  a n d  f ie ld s  o f  E n g la n d . A s  in  th e  e a r ly  

t im e s , w h e n  th e  C h u rc h  a t i ts  f i r s t  u p r is in g  b e g a n  in  th e  h o u s e s  o f  th e  f a i th fu l , t i l l i t c a m e  fo r th  f ro m  p e n a l  la w s  

a n d  b id in g -p la c e s  in to  th e  l ig h t  o f  d a y , s o  h a s  i t  b e e n  y v ith  u s . A ll th is  b in d s  to g e th e r  th e  p a s to r s  a n d  p e o p le  in  

E n g la n d  b y  a  m u tu a l d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  w ith  a  p r im it iv e  c h a r ity . o n  w h ic h  a s  y e t  th e  y v o r ld  h a s  n o t  b re a th e d  i ts  



w ith e r in g  ta in t. H a p p y  th e  p r ie s t  w h o  lo v e s  h is  p a s to r ’s  lo t  a n d  l iv e s  w h o lly  in  i t , fu lf il l in g  d a y  b y  d a y  th e  s l ig h t  

a n d  d e s p is e d  a c ts  o f  c h a ri ty  to  a l l w h o  n e e d  h is  c a re , a n d  la y in g  u p  in  h e a v e n  u n c o n s c io u s ly  th e  g o ld  d u s t o f  a  

h u m b le  l i f e , lo o k in g  o n ly  fo r  h is  e te rn a l r e w a rd .

C H A P T E R  X V II I .

T H E  P R IE S T ’S H O U S E

T H E  F o u r th  P ro v in c ia l  C o u n c il  o f  W e s tm in s te r  d e c re e d  a s  fo l lo w s :

1 . “ L e t  p re sb y te r ie s  b e  th e  tm e  h o m e s  o f  p e a c e  a n d  o f  c h a r ity , o f  s o b r ie ty 7 a n d  o f  m o d e s ty  ; a  n o ta b le  

e x a m p le  in  a l l th in g s  to  th e  f a i th fu l , ‘ th a t th e  a d v e r s a ry  m a y  h a v e  n o  e v i l to  s a y  o f  u s . ’ L e t s im p lic i ty  b e  th e ir  

a d o rn m e n t; n o r  le t a n y th in g  th e re  b e  fo u n d , in  fu rn i tu re  o r  d e c o ra t io n , th a t m in is te r s  to  lu x u iy  o r  to  w o r ld ly  

d e s ire s . L e t th e re  b e  n o  lu d ic ro u s o r  fo o l is h  p ic tu re s , o r  a n y  o th e r s u n f i t tin g  th e  e y e s  o f  p r ie s ts ; b u t in  e v e ry  

ro o m  le t th e re  b e  th e  c ru c if ix , o r  th e  im a g e  o f  th e  m o s t H o ly  M o th e r  o f  G o d , o r  o f  th e S a in ts , o r p ic tu re s  

r e p re s e n t in g  th e  l i f e  o f  o u r  S a v io r  o r  s a c re d  h is to ry .”

T h e  fu rn i tu re  o f  a  p r ie s t’ s  h o u s e  o u g h t to  b e  p la in  a n d  s o l id  —  p la in , th a t is . u n lik e  th e  f a n c ifu l a n d  

c o s t ly  fu rn i tu re  o f  d o m e s t ic  h o u s e s ; a n d  s o l id , b e c a u se  i t o u g h t  to  la s t fo r  g e n e ra t io n s  o f  p r ie s ts  s u c c e e d in g  o n e  

a n o th e r . A s  f a r  a s  p o s s ib le  i t o u g h t  to  b e  a l ik e  in  a l l  ro o m s . E q u a li ty  is  a  p a r t o f  b ro th e r ly  c h a r i ty . S . P a u l  w a rn s  

th e  C o r in th ia n s , w h o  h a d  " h o u s e s  to  e a t  a n d  d r in k  in .”  n o t to  " p u t to  s h a m e  th o s e  w h o  h a d  n o n e .”  I f  o n e  p r ie s t  

h a s  m o n e y  a n d  a n o th e r  h a s  n o n e , i t  is  a  p a r t o f  c h a ri ty  in  th e  r ic h e r  to  b e  a s  th e  p o o re r  in  a l l s u c h  a c c id e n ts  a s  

fu rn itu re  a n d  th e  l ik e . C o n tra s ts  a re  w o u n d in g ,  a n d  a  te m p ta t io n  to  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  m o n e y .

T h e  e x c lu s io n  o f  fo o l ish  a n d  u n s e e m ly  p ic tu re s  n e e d s  n o  c o m m e n t. T h e  p re s e n c e  e v e ry w h e re  o f  th e  

c ru c if ix  a n d  s a c re d  p ic tu re s  is  m o s t  w h o le so m e  a s  a  m e n ta l d is c ip l in e  fo r  o u rs e lv e s , a n d  a s  a  s i le n t  w itn e s s  to  

th e  w o r ld . A  p r ie s t ’s  h o u s e  c a n n o t  b e  l ik e  th e  h o u s e  o f  a  la y m a n  w ith o u t  o u r  s e e m in g  a t  le a s t  to  b e  a sh a m e d  o f  

o u r  M a s te r .

T h e  C o u n c il  o f  C a r th a g e  s a y s : " L e t  th e  B is h o p  h a v e  fu rn i tu re , ta b le , a n d  fo o d  c h e a p  a n d  p o o r , a n d  le t  

h im  s e e k  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  h is  d ig n i ty  in  th e  m e r i t o f  h is  f a ith  a n d  l i f e .”  I f  th is  b e  s o  fo r  B is h o p s , th e n  a ls o  fo r  

p r ie s ts .

2 .  “ L e t r e g u la r i ty  b e  o b s e rv e d  in  a l l th in g s . L e t th e  p r ie s t s a y  M a s s  a t  th e  h o u r  f ix e d . A n d  th o u g h  h e  

o u g h t  to  b e  a lw a y s  r e a d y  to  h e a r  c o n fe s s io n s , le t  h im  b e  fo u n d  e s p e c ia l ly  p u n c tu a l  in  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l , o r  a t  le a s t  

in  th e  c h u rc h , o n  th e  a p p o in te d  d a y s  a n d  h o u rs , le s t , f ro m  w a n t o f  o rd e r  a n d  m e th o d , th e re  a r is e  s c a n d a l a n d  

in ju ry 7 to  s o u ls . K e e p  o rd e r , a n d  o rd e r  w ill  k e e p  y o u .”

W a n t o f  p u n c tu a l i ty ,  e s p e c ia l ly  o n  w e e k d a y s , is  a  c o m m o n  f a u l t , a n d  a  c o n s ta n t c o m p la in t f ro m  th e  

f a i th fu l , a b o v e a l l f ro m  m e n  in  p ro fe s s io n s o r  in  c o m m e rc e , w h o  a re e i th e r d e p riv e d  th e re b y  o f  M a s s , o r  

in v o lv e d  in  s e r io u s  d a m a g e . T h e  lo s s  o f  s o u ls  th ro u g h  i r r e g u la r a t te n d a n c e  in  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l , o r  r e fu s in g  to  

h e a r a  c o n fe s s io n  o u t o f  h o u rs , o r  a t d in n e r - t im e , o r  r e c re a tio n , o r  s u p p e r - t im e , w ill n e v e r  b e  k n o w n  in  th is  

w o r ld . W e  o u g h t to  b e  a f ra id  o f  f a i lin g  to  h e a r  a  c o n fe s s io n  w h e n  a s k e d , u n le s s  w e  k n o w  b y  p re v io u s  a n d  

c e r ta in  k n o w le d g e  th a t  th e re  is  n o  n e e d . B u t  w h o  c a n  b e  s u re  o f  th is ?

3 .  “ L e t n o  w o m e n  r e s id e  in  th e  p r ie s t ’s  h o u s e  w ith o u t  le a v e  o f  th e  O rd in a ry . S c h o o lm is tr e s s e s  a n d  th e ir  

p u p i l- te a c h e rs , a s  b e in g  m o re  r e f in e d  in  in te l l ig e n c e  a n d  c h a ra c te r , a n d  th e re fo re  m o re  e x p o s e d  to  th e  to n g u e s  o f  

c a lu m n ia to r s , a re  a l to g e th e r  fo rb id d e n  e v e r  to  r e s id e  in  th e  p re s b y te ry  w ith  th e  c le rg y , u n le s s  fo r  s o m e  r e a s o n  

k n o w n  to  th e  B is h o p , a n d  a p p ro v e d  b y  h im  in  w rit in g . ‘L e t th e  s e rv a n ts  w h o  a t te n d  o n  th e  p r ie s ts  b e  o f  a n  

a d v a n c e d  a g e , m o d e s t, p ru d e n t , a n d  o f  a  b la m e le s s  l i f e , a s c e r ta in e d  b y  e x p e rie n c e , th a t  th e  in ju n c tio n s  o f  th e  

C a n o n s  b e  o b e y e d .  ’ T h e re fo re  le t p r ie s ts  b y  a l l m e a n s  b e w a re  o f  c e r ta in  w o m e n , w h o , b y  d o m in e e r in g  a n d  

d e s p is in g  th e  p o o r o f  C h r is t , a n d  s o w in g  d is c o rd s b y  w h is p e r in g , b e c o m e  t ru ly  th e  p e s ts o f  th e  m is s io n .  

F u r th e rm o re , w e  fo rb id  th e  c le rg y  to  a l lo w  th e  s c h o o lm is tre s se s  o r  th e ir  p u p il- te a c h e rs , o r  th e  w o m e n -s e rv a n ts  

o f  th e  h o u s e , to  s i t  a t  ta b le  w ith  th e m .”

T h is  p a ra g ra p h  w o u ld  b e  o b s c u re d  b y  a n y  c o m m e n t.

4 .  " L e t  n o  p r ie s t  r e s id e  in  a  h ire d  o r  p r iv a te  h o u s e  w ith o u t  th e  p re v io u s  c o n s e n t  o f  th e  B is h o p .”

5 .  " W h o s o e v e r is  s e t o v e r  a  c h u rc h , w h e th e r  h e  b e  s im p le  m is s io n a ry , o r  b e  e n t i tle d  m iss io n a ry  r e c to r ,  

is  h e ld  to  b e  th e  s te w a rd  o f  G o d , to  w h o m  is  e n tru s te d  a  p a r t o f  th e  L o rd ’s  v in e y a rd . L e t h im , th e re fo re , b e  

u s e fu l  a n d  f a i th fu l, in  e v e ry th in g  la b o r io u s , r e m e m b e r in g  th a t th e  s a fe ty  o r  th e  d a n g e r  o f  th e  c o m m a n d e r o f  th e  

s h ip  a n d  o f  th o s e  w h o  a re  o n  b o a rd  is  th e  s a m e . W h e re , th e n , th e re  a re  tw o  o r  m o re  p r ie s ts  in  a  m is s io n , le t  o n e  

o n ly , in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  a l l  e x c e p t  th e  O rd in a ry , e x e rc is e  th e  o f f ic e  c o m m itte d  to  h im , a n d  a l l o th e r s  d e p e n d e n tly  

f ro m  h im . T h e  a s s is ta n t  p r ie s ts  r e c e iv e  f a c u lt ie s  f ro m  th e  B is h o p ;  b u t  to  p re s e rv e  o rd e r  w e  e n jo in  th e m  th a t  th e y  

d o  n o t u s e  th o s e  f a c u lt ie s e x c e p t u n d e r  th e  g o v e rn m e n t o f  th e  r e c to r  o f  th e  c h u rc h , fo r  w h ic h  c a u se  le t th e  

fo l lo w in g  o r  l ik e  w o rd s  b e  in s e r te d  in  th e  fo rm u la  o f  f a c u l t ie s : T n  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  th e  r e c to r  o f  th e  c h u rc h  to  

w h ic h  y o u  a re  a t ta c h e d .’” T h e  h e a d  p r ie s t o f  e a c h  c h u rc h  h a s th e  s o le  s te w a rd s h ip  a n d  a d m in is tr a t io n . H e  



d e p e n d s  o n ly  o n  th e  B is h o p , a n d  h is  a s s is ta n ts  d e p e n d  o n  h im . T h is  is  e x p re s se d  in  th e  f a c u lt ie s  h e ld  b y  e a c h .  

T o  th e  h e a d  p r ie s ts , th e re fo re , b e lo n g s  th e  d e c is io n  o f  e v e n ' q u e s t io n : a n d  th e  C o u n c il o rd e r s  a n d  c o m m a n d s  

(praecipimus) th e  a s s is ta n t  p r ie s ts  to  u s e  e v e n  th e ir  f a c u lt ie s  in  d e p e n d e n c e  —  th a t  is , o b e d ie n c e  —  to  h im .

6 .  “ T o  th e  r e c to r  o r  h e a d  p r ie s t a re  e n tru s te d  th e  c h u rc h  a n d  p e o p le , th e  s c h o o ls  a n d  p re s b y te ry , a l l  

g o o d s  o f  th e  m is s io n , a n d , la s t ly , e v e n  th e  c le rg y ' w h o  s e rv e  th e  c h u rc h ;  th e re fo re  th e  a c c o u n t  o f  a l l  th e s e  is  to  b e  

r e n d e re d  to  th e  B is h o p  b y  h im  a lo n e  a n d  e x c lu s iv e ly . F u r th e r , b y  la w  o r  c u s to m , a l l r e c to r s  a n d  th e ir  a s s is ta n ts  

a re  w o n t  to  in h a b i t  th e  s a m e  p re s b y te ry :  b u t  th e  p re sb y te ry  is  th e  h o u s e  o f  th e  r e c to r  s o  lo n g  a s  h e  d is c h a rg e s  th e  

o f f ic e  o f  r e c to r  a n d  h o ld s  th e  d io c e s a n  f a c u l t ie s . T o  h im  a lo n e  b e lo n g s  th e  r ig h t o f  a d m in is te r in g  a n d  ru l in g  th e  

s a m e ; n e i th e r  is  i t a  r ig h t o n ly , b u t a n  o b lig a tio n ; ‘b u t i f  a n y  m a n  k n o w s  n o t h o w  to  ru le  h is  o w n  h o u s e , h o w  

s h a l l h e  ta k e  c a re  o f  th e  C h u rc h  o f  L e t h im  k n o w  o f  w h a t s p ir i t h e  is  h im s e lf , a n d  h o w  a m o n g  p r ie s ts m u tu a l  

c h a ri ty  a n d  r e v e re n c e  o f  h e a r t o u g h t c o n s ta n tly  to  b e  s e e n  f ro m  o n e  to  a n o th e r . L e t h im , th e re fo re , b e  a s  th e  

e ld e r  a m o n g  I r is a s s is ta n ts , n o t  a s  lo rd in g  i t  o v e r  th e  c le rg y , b u t  a s  th e ir  f a th e r , o r  r a th e r  a s  th e ir  e ld e s t  b ro th e r . 

F o r  th e y  o u g h t  to  b e  t r a in e d  a n d  ta u g h t a s  th e  s e rv a n ts  o f  th e  G o o d  S h e p h e rd , w h o  in  th e ir  t im e  s h a l l th e m se lv e s  

b e  w o r th y  a n d  c a p a b le  o f  ru l in g  m is s io n s . M o re o v e r , f ro m  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  c u re  o f  s o u ls  is  c o m m itte d  in  c h ie f  to  

th e  r e c to r s  o f  th e  m is s io n s ,  th e  a s s is ta n ts  m u s t n o t  th in k  th a t  th e y  a re  f r e e  f ro m  s o  g re a t  a  b u rd e n ;  fo r  i t is  th e ir  

p a r t  in  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  th e  r e c to r  to  h e lp  h im , th a t  is , in  p re a c h in g , in  h e a r in g  c o n fe s s io n s ,  in  te a c h in g  C a te c h ism  

to  c h i ld re n , in  v is i t in g  th e  s ic k , a n d  in  a d m in is te r in g  to  th e m  th e  S a c ra m e n ts , a n d  in  fu lf i l lin g  th e  o th e r  o f f ic e s  o f  

m is s io n a r ie s ."

In  th is  p a ra g ra p h  a re  la id  d o w n  th e  fo l lo w in g  p r in c ip le s :

(1 )  T h a t th e  r e c to r  o r  h e a d  p r ie s t is  t ru s te e  o f  th e  w h o le  m is s io n , c h u rc h , p e o p le , s c h o o l , p re s b y te ry ,  

g o o d s , a n d  c le rg y . T h e  la s t  is  th e  o n ly  p o in t w e  n e e d  n o w  to  n o tic e . T h e  r e c to r  is  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  h is  b ro th e r  

p r ie s ts , fo r  th e ir  p e r s o n a l , p r ie s t ly , a n d  p a s to ra l r i fe . H e  is  a n sw e ra b le  to  th e  B is h o p  fo r  th e m . A n d  th e y  a re  

b o u n d  to  r e c o g n iz e  th a t r e s p o n s ib i li ty . A s  th e y  b e a r  th e m se lv e s  to  h im , s o  s o m e  d a y  th e ir  a s s is ta n ts  w ill  b e a r  

th e m s e lv e s  in  tu rn  to  th e m .

(2 )  T h a t th e y  o u g h t a l l to  l iv e  to g e th e r u n d e r  o n e  ro o f . P r ie s ts d w e ll in g  a lo n e  a re  in  a n  a b n o rm a l ,  

u n e c c le s ia s t ic a l , u n s a c e rd o ta l  s ta te , w h ic h  o f te n  h a s  g ra v e  d a n g e r s , a n d  is  n e v e r  f r e e  f ro m  m a n y  d is a d v a n ta g e s .  

T h e  l ib e r ty  o f  l iv in g  a lo n e  is  n o t  w h o le so m e ;  a n d  th e  lo s s  o f  th e  d a i ly  d is c ip l in e  o f  s e lf - a b n e g a t io n  in  l iv in g  w ith  

o th e r s  is  a  p r iv a t io n  o f  m u c h  g o o d .

(3 )  T h a t  th e  r e c to r  is  b o u n d  b y  th e  h ig h e s t  o b lig a tio n s  o f  c h a r i ty  a n d  c o n s id e ra t io n  to w a rd s  th o s e  u n d e r  

h im , a n d  th e y  a lso  a re  b o u n d  b y  th e  d u ty  o f  o b e d ie n c e , b ro th e r ly  lo v e , a n d  m u tu a l  r e s p e c t  a s  k in g ’s  s o n s  to  e a c h  

o th e r ,  a n d  a b o v e  a l l  to  h im .

(4 )  T h a t a  p re s b y te ry  o u g h t to  b e  a  p a s to ra l s e m in a ry ’ , to  k e e p  a l iv e  th e  t r a in in g  o f  th e ir  y o u th , a n d  to  

p e r fe c t i t in  th e  m a tu r i ty  o f  th e ir  m a n h o o d  a n d  o f  th e ir  p r ie s th o o d , th a t th e y  a lso  m a y  o n e  d a y , a s  e ld e rs  a n d  

s u p e r io r s , t r a in  a n d  te a c h  th e  y o u n g  p r ie s ts  w h o  s h a l l  b e  e n tru s te d  to  th e m .

(5 )  T h a t, th o u g h  th e  r e c to r  h a s  th e  c u re  o f  s o u ls  in  c h ie f , th e y  a ls o  a re  r e s p o n s ib le , b u t  in  d e p e n d e n c e  

o n  th e  r e c to r , fo r  a l l  th e  w o rk , fo r  a l l  th e  f a i lu re s , a n d  fo r  a l l  th e  o m is s io n s  o f  w o rk  in  th e  m is s io n .

7 .  “ T h e  mensa o r  c o m m o n  ta b le  in  a  p re s b y te ry  is  th e  to k e n  a n d  p le d g e  o f  b ro th e r ly  c h a r ity , w h ic h  is  

le s s e n e d  b y  a b s e n c e . I f  a b se n c e  h a p p e n s  o f te n , i t a l to g e th e r u n d o e s  c h a r ity . T h e re fo re  le t th e m  s e ld o m  g o  

a b ro a d  to  th e  ta b le s  o f  o th e r s , m u c h  le s s  le t  th e m  f re q u e n t  th e m ; h a v in g  fo o d  a n d  w h e re w ith  to  b e  c o v e re d ,  w ith  

th e s e  w e  a re  c o n te n t .”

In  th e  m e a s u re  in  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  b ro th e r ly  c h a r i ty  w e  s h a l l u n d e r s ta n d  th e  m e a n in g  a n d  th e  p o w e r  o f  

th e  mensa communis. In  th e  m e a s u re  in  w h ic h  w e  d is re g a rd  th e  a d m o n it io n s  o f  th e  c o m m o n  ta b le  w e  m a y  

s u s p e c t , o r  r a th e r  w e  m a y  b e  s u re , th a t o u r  b ro th e r ly  lo v e  is  lo w  in  f e rv o r  a n d  d im  o f  s ig h t . T h e  w h o le so m e  

e q u a l i ty  o f  C h r is t ia n  b ro th e rh o o d  is r e c o g n iz e d  a n d  s u s ta in e d  b y  th e  c o n te n tm e n t a n d  a b n e g a tio n  o f  s e lf , b y  

w h ic h  th e y  w h o  h a v e  m o n e y , o r  r ic h  r e la t io n s , o r  m a n y  f r ie n d s , d e n y  th e m se lv e s  fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  

n o t . I t  is  a  d a n g e r  to  a  p r ie s t  to  h a v e  m a n y  " h o u s e s  to  e a t  a n d  d r in k  in ,”  a n d  i t  is  a  g ra c e  to  o th e r s  to  h a v e  n o n e .

T h o s e  m iss io n -h o u s e s  a re  th e  h a p p ie s t in  w h ic h  a l l th in g s  a re , a s  f a r  a s  p o s s ib le , in  c o m m o n , w h e re  

e a c h  is  c o n te n t  w ith  h is  honorarium, a n d  h is  s h a re  o f  th e  E a s te r  o f fe r in g s , a n d  o f  a l l o b la t io n s  th ro w n  in to  o n e  

s u m , s o  a s  to  e x c lu d e  th e  u n w ise  p a r t ia l i t ie s  o f  th e  p e o p le , a n d  s o m e tim e s  th e  te m p ta t io n s  o f  p r ie s ts .

8 .  “ I t  is  to  b e  d e s ir e d  th a t  th e  c o m m o n  r e c re a t io n  o f  p r ie s ts  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e , a s  a  ru le , o n e  w ith  a n o th e r  

a t h o m e  r a th e r  th a n  a b ro a d . ‘H o w  g o o d  a n d  h o w  p le a s a n t  i t  is  th a t  b re th re n  d w e ll in  u n ity . ’ F o r  to  b e  p re se n t  a t  

th e  r e c re a t io n  in  c o m m o n  c o n f irm s  a n d  s tre n g th e n s  c h a r ity , a n d  g iv e s  d a y  b y  d a y  o c c a s io n s  o f  e x e rc is in g  i t  in  

w o rd  a n d  d e e d .”

M e n  a re  h a rd ly  k n o w n  u n til th e y  u n b e n d  th e m s e lv e s . O ff ic ia l r e la t io n s a re  d is ta n t a n d  a r t if ic ia l . In  

r e c re a t io n  th e  m a n  c o m e s  o u t  th ro u g h  th e  p r ie s t. T h e re  is  n o  g re a te r  o r  s u re r  te s t  o f  h u m il i ty , c h a r ity , a n d  h u m a n  

k in d l in e s s . P r id e , h a u g h ty  m a n n e rs , h ig h  lo o k s , f a s t id io u sn e s s , c o n te m p t o f  w h a t th e y  th in k  b e lo w  th e m ,  

c r i t ic is m , a n d  th e  h a b it  o f  s l ig h t in g  in fe r io rs  in  b ir th , c u l tu re , o r  r e f in e m e n t , a re  d e te c te d  a s  b y  a  c h e m ic a l  te s t  in  

r e c re a t io n  —  th a t is . in  th e  e a sy  ta lk  a t th e  c o m m o n  ta b le  o r a f te r i t . R e c re a t io n  is  th e  p il lo ry  o f  p r id e . I t  

p ro c la im s  th e  o f fe n d e r , a n d  h o ld s  h im  u p  to  b e  p e l te d .



9 .  “ L e t p r ie s ts a b s ta in  f ro m  e x h ib i t io n s  u n w o rth y  o f  e c c le s ia s t ic s , f ro m  th e  c la m o rs  o f  h u n tin g  w ith  

h o rse a n d  h o u n d s , f ro m  p u b lic d a n c in g  a n d  u n la w fu l g a m e s , a n d  f ro m  f e a s t in g s w h ic h  a re p ro tr a c te d to  

u n s e a s o n a b le  h o u rs  o f  n ig h t .”  “ W e  s tr ic t ly  fo rb id , m o re o v e r , a l l e c c le s ia s t ic s  in  s a c re d  O rd e r s  to  b e  p re s e n t  a t  

s c e n ic  r e p re se n ta t io n s  in  p u b lic  th e a tr e s ,  o r  in  p la c e s  w h ic h  s e rv e  fo r  th e  t im e  a s  a  p u b lic  th e a tre , im p o s in g  u p o n  

th e  t r a n sg re s so r s  th e  p a in  o f  S u s p e n s io n  in c u r re d  th e re b y  ipso facto, h ith e r to  in  fo rc e  in  E n g la n d , a n d  r e s e rv e d  

to  th e  O rd in a r ie s  r e sp e c tiv e ly . ”

M a y  th is  w ise  a n d  w h o le s o m e  t r a d i t io n  o f  o u r  fo re fa th e rs  n e v e r  b e  r e la x e d . T h e  th e a tr e  in  th e ir  d a y s  

w a s  h ig h . in te l le c tu a l , a n d  p u re  c o m p a re d  w ith  th e  m o d e m  s ta g e  a n d  i ts  m o ra l  f a l l . In  h is  e p is tle  to  D o n a tu s , S . 

C y p r ia n  d e n o u n c e s  th e a tr e s :  poenitenda contagia. ... Adulterium discitur dum videtur, et lenocinante ad vitia 

publicae auctoritatis malo. S . J o h n  C h ry so s to m  c a l ls  f a th e r s  w h o  to o k  th e ir  s o n s  to  th e a tr e s  π α ιδ ο κ τ ο ν ο υ ς .  B u t  

w e  m a y  b e  to ld  th a t th is  r e fe r s  to  th e  h e a th e n  s ta g e . In  th e  y e a r 1 5 9 6  th e  C o u n c il o f  A q u ile ia  d e c re e d .·  Ad 

spectacula comoediorum, sive ad bancos circulatorum et bufforum in plateis, qui alias exemplum lesse esse 

debent maturitatis et prudentiae accedere et assistere clericos non decet. T h e C o u n c il o f  T re n t d e c re e s a s  

fo l lo w s : “ T h e  H o ly  S y n o d  o rd a in s  th a t th o se  th in g s  w h ic h  a t o th e r  t im e s  h a v e  b e e n  d e c re e d  b y  P o n tif f s a n d  

s a c re d  C o u n c ils  c o n c e rn in g  th e  l i f e , th e  d ig n i ty , th e  c u l tiv a tio n , th e  in s tru c t io n  o f  c le r ic s  a re  to  b e  r e ta in e d ; a s  

a ls o  th e  d e c re e s  c o n c e rn in g  g a m in g , f e a s t in g , d a n c e s , d ic e , a n d  s p o r ts  a n d  o f fe n c e s  o f  a l l k in d s ; a lso  a s  to  th e  

a v o id in g  o f  s e c u la r  b u s in e s s .”

1 0 .  “ H a v in g  b e fo re  o u r  e y e s  th e  g o ld e n  a x io m  o f  th e  s a c e rd o ta l l i f e  g iv e n  b y  th e  A p o s tle , ‘A ll th in g s  

a re  la w fu l  to  m e , b u t  a l l  th in g s  a re  n o t  e x p e d ie n t; ’ a n d  a g a in , ‘A ll  th in g s  a re  la w fu l  to  m e , b u t  a l l  th in g s  d o  n o t  

e d ify : ’ le t p r ie s ts  d ire c t a l l th in g s  to  th e  g o o d  o f  o th e r s , a n d  to  th e  g a in in g  o f  g re a te r  g ra c e s . L e t  th e m  n o t  to o  

e a s i ly  o r  to o  o f te n  g o  to  p la c e s o f  p u b lic  c o n c o u rs e  a n d  r e c re a t io n , e v e n  th o u g h  th e y  b e  r e p u ta b le , le s t b y  

w a s tin g  t im e  th e y  b e  s u s p e c te d  o f  a n  u n s a c e rd o ta l  s p ir i t . U n le ss  fo r  d u tie s  o f  n e c e s s i ty  o r  c h a r ity , le t  th e m  r e tu rn  

e a r ly  a t  n ig h tfa ll  to  th e  p re s b y te ry . T o  a b s ta in  f ro m  u n la w fu l th in g s  is  l i t t le , u n le s s ,  b e in g  z e a lo u s  fo r  th e  b e t te r  

g if ts , w e  k n o w  h o w  to  u s e  la w fu l  th in g s  s p a r in g ly  a n d  to  e d if ic a t io n . W e  th e re fo re  lo v in g ly  in  th e  L o rd  b e s e e c h  

o u r  b e lo v e d  c le rg y  to  o b s e rv e  th e  a fo re s a id  p ro h ib i t io n s  n o t  o n ly  in  th e  le t te r , b u t  a ls o  in  t i r e  s p ir i t , in te rp re t in g  

th e m  w ith  p ie ty .”

O n  th e s e  minora moralia l i t t le  c o m m e n t  c a n  b e  m a d e  w ith o u t  w e a k e n in g  th e ir  s e a rc h in g  fo rc e . T h e re  is  

o n ly  o n e  p o in t w h ic h  m a y  b e  n o te d . W e  a re  e x h o r te d  to  o b s e rv e  th e s e  p ro h ib i tio n s  secundum Spiritum — a s  

th o s e  w h o  a re  e v e n  n o w  b e in g  ju d g e d  b e fo re  y o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r  b y  th e  “ la w  o f  l ib e r ty ;”  a n d  n o t  th is  o n ly , b u t  

pie interpretantes, r e a d in g  th e ir  in m o s t  m e a n in g  w ith  a  lo v in g  d e s ire  to  fu lf i l , a n d  e v e n  i f  w e  c a n  to  g o  b e y o n d ,  

w h a t  th e y  l i te r a lly  r e q u ire . T h e  s lo th lu l s e rv a n t  a n d  th e  m is tru s tfu l , th e  g m d g in g  a n d  th e  c o ld -h e a r te d ,  g o  b y  th e  

le t te r , a n d  s e a rc h  fo r  p ro b a b le  o p in io n s  to  e v a d e  th e  le t te r , littera occidet. A n d  th u s  o u r  g e n e ro u s  M a s te r  is  

u n g e n e ro u s ly  s e rv e d .

1 1 .  “ A  h a rd  a n d  m o ro s e  s p ir i t is  u n b e c o m in g  in  a  p r ie s t  w h o  la b o r s  in  th e  m id s t  o f  th e  p e o p le ;  a  m o d e s t  

c h e e rfu ln e s s , i f  o n ly  in  s e a so n , is n o t to  b e  r e p ro v e d , b u t is w o r th y  o f  p ra is e . W e p ra is e  th e re fo re  th o se  

m is s io n a r ie s w h o . fo l lo w in g  th e  e x a m p le  o f  S a in ts , s tr iv e  to  d ra w  th e  y o u th  c o m m itte d  to  th e ir  c h a rg e  f ro m  

d a n g e ro u s  r e p re s e n ta t io n s  b y  in n o c e n t  r e c re a t io n s . In  d o in g  w h ic h  le t  th e m  a lw a y s  ta k e  c a re  to  r e f r e s h  a n d  n o t  

to  r e la x  th e ir  m in d s ; a n d  w h ile  th e y  g iv e  p le a su re  to  o th e r s n o t to  h u r t th e m s e lv e s . W h ic h  is a t o n c e  to  b e  

o b s e rv e d  in  t r e a t in g  o f  s o d a l i t ie s  o f  w o m e n . L e t th e  p r ie s t a s  f a r  a s  p o s s ib le  p re s id e  o v e r  th e ir  r e c re a t io n s  b y  

o th e r  w o m e n  r a th e r  th a n  in  p e r s o n , le s t h e  g iv e  a  h a n d le  to  th e  to n g u e s  o f  d e tra c to r s . B u t  le t  p r ie s ts  s u p p re s s  th e  

a b u s e  w h ic h  h a s  g ro w n  u p  in  s o m e  p la c e s  o f  h o ld in g  b a l ls  to  r a is e  m o n e y  fo r  th e  s c h o o ls  a n d  o th e r  p io u s  w o rk s .

“ A s  to  th e  p u b lic  r e c re a t io n s  w h ic h  a re  c a l le d  excursions, w e  h a v e  w ith  s o r ro w  h e a rd  v e iy  m a n y  e v i ls  

th e n c e  r e su l t in g . W e  ju d g e  th e re fo re  th a t  th e y  a re  r a th e r  to  b e  r e p re s s e d  th a n  p ro m o te d . H o w e v e r , le s t  w e  s h o u ld  

s e e m  to  b e  h a rd  in  m a tte r s la w fu l in  th e m s e lv e s , w e  e x h o r t th e  p a s to r s  o f  s o u ls to  a b s ta in  f ro m  p ro m o tin g  

e x c u r s io n s  u n le s s  th e y  h a v e  le a v e  fo r  th e m  f ro m  th e  V ic a r-G e n e ra l .”

1 2 .  " T h e  d re s s  o f  e c c le s ia s t ic s  o u g h t to  b e  s u c h  a s  to  d is t in g u ish  th e m  a l to g e th e r  f ro m  la y m e n , a n d  y e t  

n o t  to  c o n fo u n d  th e m  w ith  h e te ro d o x  m in is te r s . L e t  i t . th e re fo re , b e  o f  a  b la c k  o r  d a rk  c o lo r ; a n d  le t  th e m  n e v e r , 

u n d e r  th e  p re te x t  o f  t r a v e l l in g , r e tu rn  to  th e  ig n o m in y  o f  th e  s e c u la r  d re s s , f ro m  w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  S e t  f r e e . 

W e  c o m m e n d  th e  k in d  o f  d re s s  w h ic h , a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o . th e  s e c u la r  c le rg y  b e g a n  to  w e a r . A t h o m e , h o w e v e r , i t  

is  a b o v e  a l l  f i t t in g  th a t  th e y  s h o u ld  w e a r  th e  c a ss o c k ,  o r . i f  th e y  w ill,  w h a t  is  c a lle d  th e  zimarra a n d  b ire t ta .

" B u t in a s m u c h  a s th e  p e c u lia r (p ro p e r ) m a rk  o f  th e  C a th o lic  c le rg y  in  a l l th e  w o r ld  is  w h a t is  c o m  

m o n ly  c a lle d  th e  R o m a n  c o l la r , w h ic h  a lr e a d y  a m o n g  u s  is  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  s u c h  b y  P ro te s ta n ts ,  w ith o u t  p ro v o k in g  

c o n tu m e ly  o r  o f fe n c e , w e  w ill th a t a l l p r ie s ts  s h o u ld  w e a r i t in  th e  e x e rc is e  o f  th e ir s a c re d  m in is try , u n le s s ,  

p e rc h a n c e ,  fo r  a  t im e ,  a t  th e  d is c re tio n  o f  th e  B is h o p s ,  b y  r e a s o n  o f  c irc u m s ta n c e s ,  i t  b e  o th e rw is e  o rd e re d .”

1 3 .  “ T o  th e s e  d e c re e s , th is  F o u r th  S y n o d  ju d g e s  i t  e x p e d ie n t  in  th e  L o rd  th a t  c e r ta in  a d d it io n s  b e  m a d e .  

W e o rd e r , th e re fo re , th a t e v e ry  p r ie s t s h a l l w e a r th e  R o m a n  c o l la r n o t o n ly  w h e n  h e  e x e rc ise s  th e s a c re d  

m in is try ,  b u t  a t  a l l  t im e s , s o  th a t  h e  m a y  b e  k n o w n  b y  a l l to  b e  a  p r ie s t. W e  d e c re e  a ls o  th a t  th e  u s a g e  o f  R o m e  

b e  o b s e rv e d  b y  a l l  e c c le s ia s t ic s  —  th a t  is . o f  n o t  w e a r in g  th e  h a ir  e i th e r  o n  th e  c h e e k s  n o r  a s  a  b e a rd .”

1 4 .  “ A n d  i f  a n y  p r ie s t s h a l l  w e a r  th e  c le r ic a l d re s s  s o  c h a n g e d  —  s a v e  in  th e  r a re s t  c a s e  to  b e  a p p ro v e d  

b y  th e  O rd in a l} ' —  th a t h e  c a n n o t b e  k n o w n  b y  a l l to  b e  a  p r ie s t  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  c le rg y o f  th is  P ro v in c e , o r  s o  



a s  to  f a l l u n d e r  th e  s u s p ic io n  o f  th e  f a i th fu l o r  n o to r io u s ly  to  g iv e  th e m  s c a n d a l , le t  th e m  n o t  b e  a d m it te d  to  s a y  

M a ss , n o r  in  a s s is t in g  a t  th e  d iv in e  o f f ic e s , in to  th e  s a n c tu a ry .

1 5 .  “ O u r  fo re fa th e rs , a s se m b le d  in  th e  C o u n c il o f  L o n d o n  in  th e  y e a r  1 2 4 8 , d e c la re d  th a t  to  p u t  o f f  th e  

c le r ic a l d re s s  is  a  v e ry  g ra v e  a n d  w a n to n  a b u s e , b y  w h ic h  G o d  is  s a id  to  b e  m o c k e d , th e  h o n o r  o f  th e  C h u rc h  

o b s c u re d , th e  d ig n ity  o f  th e  c le r ic a l o rd e r  d e g ra d e d ; C h r is t , w h e n  H is  s o ld ie r s  w e a r  o th e r  u n ifo rm s , is  d e s e r te d ;  

th e  h o n o r  a n d  d ig n i ty  o f  th e  C h u rc h  is s ta in e d  w h e n  th e  b e h o ld e r  c a n n o t  d is t in g u is h  a  c le r ic  f ro m  a  la ic  a t a  

g la n c e , a n d  s o  th e  p r ie s t  b e c o m e s  a  s c a n d a l  a n d  d e s p is e d  b y  a l l  w h o  a re  t ru ly  f a i th fu l .”

1 6 .  “ T h e  B is h o p  o f  C h a lc e d o n , th e  s e c o n d  O rd in a ry  fo r  E n g la n d  a n d  S c o tla n d  a f te r  th e  o v e r th ro w  o f  

th e  H ie ra rc h y  in  th e s e  k in g d o m s , e x h o r te d  o u r  p re d e c e s s o r s , th e  c o m p a n io n s  o f  m a r ty r s , a n d  th e m se lv e s  t ru e  

c o n fe s s o r s  fo r  th e  f a i th , in  th e s e  w o rd s :

‘L e t m is s io n a r ie s b e  c o n te n t w ith  th e  fo o d  s e t b e fo re  th e m . L e t th e m  a s k  fo r n o th in g  u n u s u a l u n le s s  

h e a l th  r e q u ire s  i t . In  th e ir  d re s s  le t  th e m  w e a r  n o th in g  w h ic h  s a v o rs  o f  v a n ity  o r  e x p e n se ; le t th e m  a b s ta in  f ro m  

lo u d  la u g h in g , a n d  f ro m  e v e ry  g e s tu re  o f  b o d y  w h ic h  s a v o rs  o f  le v ity ; k n o w in g  o f  a  c e r ta in ty , a s  E c c le s ia s t ic u s  

s a y s , th a t  th e  c lo th in g  o f  th e  b o d y ,  a n d  th e  la u g h te r  o f  th e  te e th , a n d  th e  g a i t  o f  a  m a n  te ll  w h a t h e  is .

‘L e t  th e m  a v o id  id le n e s s  a s  th e  s u re s t ro o t  o f  te m p ta t io n s  to  e v i l ; a n d  fo r  th a t c a u se  le t th e m  h a v e  w ith  

th e m  a t  le a s t  th e  s a c re d  S c r ip tu re s , o n  w h ic h  le t  th e m  p e rp e tu a l ly  m e d ita te .

‘L e t  th e m  n o t  c o n te n d  w ith  a n y  p r ie s t , a b o v e  a l l  w ith  th e ir  e ld e r s , to  w h o m  le t th e m  s h o w  a l l  r e v e re n c e  

a n d  h o n o r , th a t  b y  th e ir  e x a m p le  th e y  m a y  s h o w  th e  la ity ' h o w  th e y  s h o u ld  b e a r  th e m se lv e s  to w a rd s  p r ie s ts .

‘L e t th e m  b e w a re  o f  th e  h a b it  o f  o b je c t in g  o r  o f  o p p o s in g  th e m se lv e s  to  w h a t o th e r s  s a y , a s  th e y  u s e d  

in  th e  s c h o o ls  b y  w a y  o f  e x e rc is e ,  b e c a u se  in  th e  f a m ilia r  in te rc o u r s e  a m o n g  m e n  i t is  h ig h ly  o d io u s .

‘L e t th e m  n o t  e a s i ly  b e l ie v e  a n y  i l l o f  th e ir  f e llo w  p r ie s ts  a n d  b re th re n , n o r  b y  a n y  m e a n s  p u b lis h  i t , o r  

le n d  a n  e a r  to  th o s e  w h o  d o  s o .  ’

O n  a l l t l iis  w ise  a n d  w e ig h ty  te a c h in g , s o  h ig h  in  a s p ir a tio n  a n d  s o  m in u te  in  d ire c t io n , o n ly  o n e  w o rd  

n e e d  b e  s a id . G o o d  w ill i t  b e  fo r  u s  i f  w e , to o , h a v e  a t le a s t  th e  s a c re d  S c r ip tu re  a n d  p e rp e tu a lly  m e d ita te  u p o n  

i t . S . C h a r le s  c a lle d  th e  H o ly  S c r ip tu re  th e  B is h o p ’s g a rd e n . F e w  w a lk  in  i t , a n d  f e w e r  d re s s i t . A n d  fo r  th a t  

c a u s e  s o  m u c h  o f  th e  w o rd  o f  m a n , a n d  s o  l i t t le  o f  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d , is  p re a c h e d  to  th e  p e o p le . S . T e re s a  s a id  

th a t  o n e  c h ie f  c a u se  o f  th e  e v i ls  o f  h e r  d a y  w a s  ig n o ra n c e  o f  th e  H o ly  S c r ip tu re . “Sal etenim terrae non sumus si 

corda audientium non condimus. Quia dum nos ab orationis et eruditionis sanctae usu cessamus sal infatuatum 

est.” B y  w h o s e  f a u l t  is  th is , b u t  o f  p r ie s ts  w h o  d o  n o t  s tu d y , a n d  th e re fo re  d o  n o t  te a c h , th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  to  th e  

p e o p le ?  H a v e  w e  n o t  r e a s o n  to  a s k , “ L o rd , is  i t  I ? ”

C H A P T E R  X IX .

T H E  P R IE S T ’ S  L IF E

T H E  F o u r th  P ro v in c ia l C o u n c il h a s  a ls o  t r a c e d  o u r  in  i ts  tw e lf th  d e c re e  w h a t a  p r ie s t ’ s  l i f e  o u g h t to  b e  in  th e  

fo l lo w in g  w o rd s :

“ ‘T h e y  w h o  a re  n o t h o ly  o u g h t n o t to  la y  h a n d s o n  h o ly  th in g s . ’ A ll th e  f a i th fu l o f  C h r is t , a s  th e  

A p o s t le  te s ti f ie s , a re  c a lle d  to  b e  S a in ts . B u t  p r ie s ts  o u g h t to  a s c e n d  to  th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  s a n c t i ty . ‘F o r  h e  w h o ,  

b y  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  h is  p o s i t io n , is  c o m p e lle d  to  te a c h  th e  h ig h e s t  th in g s ,  b y  th e  s a m e  n e c e s s i ty  is  F o u n d  to  s h o w  

th e m  fo r th  in  h im s e lf . ’ T h e  w a rn in g  is  a l to g e th e r  f e a rfu l : ‘N o  m a n  o u g h t r a s h ly  to  o f fe r  h im s e lf  to  o th e r s  a s  a  

g u id e  in  th e  d iv in e  l ig h t  w h o . in  a l l h is  s ta te  a n d  h a b it, is  n o t m o s t  l ik e  to  G o d . ’ ‘F o r  th e y  w h o  a re  a p p o in te d  to  

d iv in e  m in is tr ie s  a t ta in  to  a  ro y a l  d ig n i ty , a n d  o u g h t  to  b e  p e r fe c t  in  v ir tu e .  ’ F o r  s o  w e  a re  ta u g h t  b y  th e  C a th o lic  

C h u rc h  in  i ts  s o le m n  r i tu a l , a n d  in  th e  v e ry  a c t o f  c o n fe rr in g  th e  p r ie s th o o d . A s  G o d  c o m m a n d e d  M o s e s ‘to  

c h o o s e  o u t s e v e n ty  m e n  f ro m  th e  w h o le  p e o p le  to  b e  h is  h e lp e r s , to  w h o m  th e  H o ly  G h o s t  s h o u ld  d is tr ib u te  H is  

g if ts , ’ s o  th e  L o rd  J e s u s  c h o s e  o u t  p re s b y te r s o f  th e  s e c o n d  o rd e r  to  h e lp  th e  A p o s t le s  —  th a t is . th e  C a th o lic  

B is h o p s  —  th a t  H e  m ig h t te a c h  H is  C h u rc h , b o th  b y  w o rd  a n d  d e e d , th a t  th e  m in is te r s  o f  H is  C h u rc h  o u g h t  to  

b e  p e r fe c t in  f a i th  a n d  in  w o rk s  —  th a t  is , fo u n d e d  in  th e  v ir tu e  o f  th e  tw o fo ld  lo v e  o f  G o d  a n d  o u r  n e ig h b o r .”  

F o r p r ie s ts a re c h o se n  b y  G o d . th a t , b e in g  c o m m e n d e d  b y  h e a v e n ly  w is d o m , p u re m o ra ls , a n d  a la s t in g  

o b s e rv a n c e  o f  ju s t ic e , a n d  ‘k e e p in g  th e  te n  c o m m a n d m e n ts  o f  th e  la w  th e y  m a y  b e . b y  th e  S e v e n fo ld  S p ir i t , 

u p r ig h t a n d  m a tu re  in  k n o w le d g e  a n d  in  a c t io n ; a n d  th a t , p re s e rv in g  in  th e ir  m o ra ls  th e  in te g r i ty  o f  a  c h a s te  a n d  

h o ly  l i f e , th e  p a t te rn  o f  a l l  ju s t ic e  m a y  s h in e  fo r th  in  th e m . ’”

2 .  “ L e t  p r ie s ts , th e re fo re , b e a r  in  m in d  th a t s a n c t i ty  in  th e m  is  p re s u p p o s e d . ‘T h a t fo r  th e  r e c e p tio n  o f  

s a c re d  O rd e r s s im p le s a n c ti fy in g  g ra c e b y  n o  m e a n s s u f f ic e s ; b u t th a t b e y o n d  th is , in te r io r p e r fe c t io n  is  

r e q u ire d , a s  is  p ro v e d  b y  th e  u n a n im o u s  c o n se n t  o f  f a th e r s a n d  d o c to r s , w h o  w ith  o n e  m o u th  d e m a n d  i t . ’ N o  

d e g re e , th e re fo re , o f  s a n c t i ty  is  ju d g e d  to  b e  p ro p o r t io n a te  to  s a c e rd o ta l  p e r fe c t io n s  b y  th e  C h u rc h  o f  G o d , a n d  

b y  G o d , th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d ,  b u t  th a t w h ic h  b e a r s  s o m e  l ik e n e s s  o f  th e  g re a t H ig h  P r ie s t J e s u s  C h r is t  

o u r  L o rd . F o r  th e  p r ie s t is  s e t  in  th e  s ig h t  o f  th e  w o r ld , to  b e  a  l iv in g  im a g e  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  to i l in g  in  s o l itu d e  

a n d  in  th e  s tr a i ts  o f  p o v e r ty , a n d  s u f fe r in g  a lso  th e  c o n tra d ic t io n s  o f  m e n .”



T h is te a c h e s u s th re e  t i l in g s : f i r s t , th a t in te r io r p e r fe c t io n  is r e q u ire d  b e fo re  o rd in a t io n  a n d  a s a  

p re re q u is i te  c o n d itio n  to  s a c re d  O rd e r s ; s e c o n d ly , th a t th e  s ta te  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  is  th e  s ta te  o f  p e r fe c t io n ;  

th ird ly ,  th a t  a  p r ie s t  is  b o u n d  to  s u s ta in  h im s e lf  in  th a t  s ta te  a n d  to  p e r se v e re  in  i t  to  th e  e n d  o f  l i fe .

T h e  p e rfe c t io n  o f  m a n  is  d e f in e d  b y  S . B e rn a rd  in  th e s e  w o rd s : Haec hominis est perfectio similitudo 

Dei. B u t G o d  is  c h a r ity . T h e re fo re , p e r fe c t io n  c o n s is ts  e s se n t ia l ly  in  th is  gemina Dei et proximi dilectione. T h e  

e s s e n t ia l p e r fe c t io n  is a  q u a l ity  o f  th e  p e r so n . T h e s ta te in  w h ic h  a  p e r so n  is p la c e d  is th e in s tru m e n ta l  

p e r fe c t io n .

T h e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  c h a r ity  is  d e te rm in e d  b y  i ts  e x te n s io n .

T h e  f i rs t  e x te n s io n  is  to  p e r so n s , a s  to  f r ie n d s  a n d  to  e n e m ie s . T h e  s e c o n d  e x te n s io n  is  to  a c ts  —  th a t  is , 

to  th e  fu lf i l lm e n t  o f  th e  c o m m a n d m e n ts  a n d  o f  th e  c o u n s e ls .

B u t  th e  n e w  c o m m a n d m e n t , w h ic h  is  tw o fo ld , in c lu d e s  a l l  c o m m a n d m e n ts  a n d  a l l  c o u n s e ls .

T h is  p e rs o n a l p e r fe c t io n  d o e s n o t m e a n  a  s in le s s s ta te , a n d  i t is c o m p a tib le  w ith  in f in n i ty  a n d  th e  

f a i lu re s  o f  in f irm ity  in  w h ic h  th e re  is  n o  d e l ib e ra te  w ill  to  s in .

S . B e rn a rd  s a y s : Indefessum proficiendi studium, et jugis conatus ad perfectionem perfectio reputatur.

Studere perfectioni, esse perfectum est; profecto nolle proficere deficere est.

S u c h , th e n , is  th e  n a tu re  o f  p e r fe c t io n  to  w h ic h  a l l a re  c a l le d . A n d  to  th is , b e fo re  o rd in a tio n , a s  th e  

C o u n c il  te a c h e s ,  a l l  w h o  d e s ir e  to  e n te r  th e  p r ie s th o o d  o u g h t  to  h a v e  a t ta in e d .

3 .  “ F o r  w h ic h  r e a s o n  th e  d ig n i ty  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  is  d e r iv e d  f ro m  a  tw o fo ld  s o u rc e . P r ie s ts a re  th e  

b e lo v e d  c o m p a n io n s  o f  J e s u s , a n d  r e c e iv e  a  s h a re  in  H is  o w n  m iss io n , w h ic h  H e  r e c e iv e d  o f  th e  F a th e r . 'A s  th e  

F a th e r  h a th  s e n t  M e , I  a ls o  s e n d  y o u . ’ F o r  th e y  a re  p a r ta k e r s  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f  C h r is t, a n d  s h a re  in  th e  tw o fo ld  

ju r is d ic t io n  o v e r  H is n a tu ra l a n d  o v e r  H is  m y s tic a l B o d y . B y  s a c re d  O rd e r s th e y  a re  d e p u te d  ‘ to  th e  h ig h e s t  

m in is tr ie s , b y  w h ic h  s e rv ic e  is r e n d e re d  to  C h r is t H im se lf  in  th e  S a c ra m e n t o f  th e  A lta r : fo r  w h ic h  s e rv ic e  

g re a te r  in te r io r  s a n c ti ty  is  r e q u ire d  th a n  is  r e q u ire d  e v e n  b y  th e  s ta te  o f  r e l ig io n .  ’ M o re o v e r ,  th e y  a re  f r ie n d s , to  

w h o m  H e  s a id , w ith  f a m il ia r  lo v e , T  w ill  n o t  n o w  c a l l  y o u  s e rv a n ts , b u t  M y  f r ie n d s ,  b e c a u s e  y o u  h a v e  k n o w n  a l l  

th in g s  w h ic h  I  h a v e  d o n e  in  th e  m id s t  o f  y o u . ’ A n d  fo ra s m u c h  a s  in  th e  d is p e n s a t io n  o f  r e d e e m in g  g ra c e  i t  is  s o  

o rd e re d  th a t  th e  s e rv a n ts  o f  G o d  r e c e iv e  th e  h e lp  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  h e ig h t  o f  th e ir  d ig n ity  o r  

th e  a rd u o u s  g re a tn e s s  o f  th e ir  o f f ic e , to  n o n e  a s su re d ly  a re  g iv e n  m o re  a b u n d a n t  g ra c e s  th a n  to  th e  f r ie n d s  a n d  

p a r ta k e r s  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  a n d  m is s io n  o f  J e s u s  o u r  S a v io r .”

W e  h a v e  s e e n  w h a t s a n c t ity  is  r e q u ire d  b y  th e  m a n ifo ld  r e la t io n s  in  w h ic h  a  p r ie s t  s ta n d s  to  th e  P e rso n  

o f  h is  D iv in e  M a s te r . H e re  S . T h o m a s  te l ls  u s  th a t i t is  th e  g re a te s t in te r io r s a n c t i ty  r e q u ire d  b y  a n y  s ta te  o n  

e a r th . A n d  a s  th is  s a n c ti ty  is  r e q u ire d  b y  th e  s ta te  i ts e lf , s o  i t is  c e r ta in  th a t  th e  g ra c e  a n d  h e lp  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t  

a re  a lw a y s  p ro p o r t io n a te  a n d  a lw a y s  p re se n t  fo r  o u r  a s s is ta n c e . W e  a re  a lw a y s  te l l in g  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  w o r ld  

th a t i f  th e y  e v e r f a i l i t is n o t G o d  th a t f a i ls  th e m , b u t th e y  th a t f a i l th e m s e lv e s ; th a t th e y  h a v e  a lw a y s a n d  

e v e ry w h e re  th e  g ra c e  n e e d e d  b y  th e ir  s ta te  in  a l l s tr a its  a n d  d a n g e r s . H o w  m u c h  m o re  ju s t ly  a n d  t ru ly  m a y  th e y  

r e tu rn  th is c o u n s e l to  u s  i f  w e  p r ie s ts  f a i l . W e  a re s e t fo r th  f i r s t to  b e  th e  p a t te rn  o f  th e  a l l- s u f f ic ie n c y  o f  

s o v e re ig n  g ra c e . T h e re fo re , a  p r ie s t is in e x c u s a b le  w h o  s e e k s th e  c a u se  o f  h is  im p e r fe c t io n  a n y w h e re  b u t in  

h im s e lf .

4 .  “ H o w  g re a t  a  lo v e  o f  G o d  a n d  o f  s o u ls  o u g h t , th e re fo re , to  b e  k in d le d  w ith in  u s , a n d  w ith  w h a t  a  f i r e  

o u g h t o u r  h e a r ts  to  b u m . ‘T h e  f la m e  o f  th e  p a s to r , ’ S . B e rn a rd  s a y s , ‘ is  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  f lo c k . ’ F o r  in  th e  p r ie s t  

th e S a c re d  H e a r t o f J e s u s , th e p r in c ip le a n d  fo u n ta in  o f lo v e a n d  f e rv o r , o u g h t to  l iv e a n d  r e ig n . O u r  

m is s io n a r ie s , k in d le d  w ith  th e  a rd o r  o f  z e a l fo r  s o u ls , w ill s tr iv e  to  d e l iv e r , b y  a  tm e  e x p o s i t io n  to  th e  p e o p le  

c o m m itte d  to  th e m , th e  c o m m a n d m e n t  o f  G o d , ‘e x c e e d in g  b ro a d ’ in  a l l  fu l ln e s s  a n d  s a n c t i ty . L e t  th e m  ta k e  h e e d  

le s t ,  p u tt in g  d a rk n e s s  fo r  l ig h t,  th e y  th in k  i t  e n o u g h  i f  th e y  k e e p  th e  f a i th fu l  o f  C h r is t  f ro m  m o r ta l  s in .”

5 .  P a u l te l ls a l l C h r is t ia n s th a t th e y  a re  d e a d , a n d  th e ir  l i f e  h id  w ith  C h r is t in  G o d . H e  b id s  th e m ,  

th e re fo re , to  b e  h e a v e n ly -m in d e d . H e  b id s  th e m  a lso  to  b e  p e r fe c t to  fo rg e t th e  th in g s  th a t a re  b e h in d , a n d  to  

s tre tc h  fo r th  to  th e  th in g s  th a t a re  b e fo re , fo r th e  p r iz e  o f  th e ir  h ig h  v o c a t io n . S . J u d e  s a y s : “ B u t y o u . m y  

b e lo v e d ,  b u ild in g  y o u rs e lv e s  u p o n  y o u r  m o s t  h o ly  f a i th , p ra y in g  in  th e  H o ly  G h o s t , k e e p  y o u rse lv e s  in  th e  lo v e  

o f  G o d .”  S . P a u l , a g a in , te lls  th e  E p h e s ia n s  “ th a t  h e  p ra y s  th a t  b y  c o m p re h e n d in g  w ith  a l l  th e  S a in ts  w h a t is  th e  

b re a d th , a n d  le n g th , a n d  h e ig h t, a n d  d e p th  o f  th e  lo v e  o f  C h r is t , th e y  m a y  b e  f i lle d  u n to  a l l  th e  fu l ln e s s  o f  G o d .”  

A n d  w ith  a l l  th is  b e fo re  u s , w e  h e a r  i t  s a id  th a t  p e r fe c t io n  is  fo r  p r ie s ts , n u n s , a n d  r e c lu s e s ;  b u t  fo r  a l l o th e r s  i t is  

la w fu l a n d  e n o u g h  i f  w e  a im  a t  k e e p in g  th e m  o u t  o f  m o r ta l  s in . F e w  w ill  s a y  th is ;  b u t m a n y  a c t a s  i f  th e y  w o u ld  

s a y  i t , a n d  a s  i f  i t  w e re  th e ir  b e l ie f . O f  h o w  m u c h  g lo ry  G o d  is  ro b b e d ; o f  h o w  m u c h  s a n c t i ty  s o u ls  a re  d e p r iv e d ;  

fo r  w h a t in n u m e ra b le  v e n ia l s in s  th e y  w h o  s o  a c t a re  r e s p o n s ib le ; h o w  m a n y , w a lk in g  o n  th e  b o u n d a ry - l in e ,  

m a y  p a s s  f ro m  v e n ia l  to  m o r ta l  s in , a n d  th e re fo re  b y  lo w  g u id a n c e  h o w  m a n y  s o u ls  m a y  b e  lo s t .

T h e  P ro v in c ia l C o u n c il , th e re fo re ,  g o e s  o n  to  te a c h  a s  fo l lo w s :

5 . “ F o ra sm u c h  a s  th e  d is tr ib u t io n s  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t a re  m a n ifo ld  a n d  in s c ru ta b le , a n d  a s  th e  f a i th fu l  

a re  c a lle d , s o m e  b e fo re  o th e r s , to  v a r io u s  d e g re e s  o f  p e r fe c t io n , i t is  n o t e n o u g h  th a t  a  p r ie s t s h o u ld  b e  a b le  to  

d is t in g u is h  s c ie n t i f ic a l ly  b e tw e e n  le p ro s y  a n d  le p ro s y  i f  h e  c a n n o t  d is c e rn  a ls o  b e tw e e n  s p ir i t a n d  s p ir i t , le s t ,  

g iv in g  e a r  to  th e  h u m a n  s p ir i t o r  e v e n  to  th e  d ia b o lic a l  a s  i f  to  th e  S p ir it  o f  G o d , h e  b e  le d  in to  e r ro r  a n d  le a d  

o th e r s  in to  e r ro r  w ith  h im . F o r  s o m e tim e s  n o t  o n ly  th e  f a i th fu l o f  a  m o re  c u l t iv a te d  in te l l ig e n c e ,  b u t  th e  ru d e  a n d  



th e  s im p le  a m o n g  th e  p e o p le , a re  c a l le d  to  th e  h ig h e s t  p e r fe c t io n  o f  s a n c t i ty . T h e re fo re  th e  g u id e  o f  s o u ls  o u g h t  

s o  to  d is c e rn  a n d  k n o w  th e  a s c e n ts  o f  th e  h e a r t  to  G o d  a n d  th e  d e g re e s  o f  p ra y e r  b y  s c ie n c e  a t  le a s t , i f  n o t  b y  h is  

o w n  e x p e r ie n c e , th a t  h e  m a y  b e  a b le  to  c o n f irm  b e g in n e rs  in  th e  p u rg a t iv e  w a y , d ire c t  th o s e  w h o  a re  a d v a n c in g  

in  th e  i l lu m in a t iv e  w a y , a n d  le a d  u p w a rd  th e  m o re  p e r fe c t  to  h ig h e r  th in g s  in  th e  w a y  o f  u n io n . Labia enim 

sacerdotis custodient scientiam, et legem requirent ex ore ejus, quia angelus Domini exercituum est. In  e v e ry  

f lo c k  s o m e  w ill  b e  fo u n d  w h o , b e in g  c a lle d  b y  G o d  to  th e  l i f e  o f  c o u n se ls , s e e k  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  th e  s p ir i tu a l l i f e  

f ro m  th e  l ip s  o f  th e  p r ie s t . L e t u s , th e re fo re , g iv e  a l l h e e d , le s t in  th e  h id d e n  l i f e  o f  G o d  th e  s h e e p  b e  fo u n d  

g o in g  b e fo re  th e  s h e p h e rd s .”

T h e  Auctor Incertus s a y s : “ I t is  t ru ly  g re a t  c o n fu s io n  fo r  p r ie s ts  a n d  a l l c le r ic s ,  w h e n  la y m e n  a re  fo u n d  

m o re  f a i th fu l  a n d  m o re  ju s t  th a n  th e y : h o w  c a n  i t  n o t  b e  c o n fu s io n  to  th e m  to  b e  in fe r io r  to  la y m e n , to  w h o m  i t  

is  g re a t c o n fu s io n  e v e n  to  b e  o n ly  e q u a l .” S . A m b ro se  s a y s : “Vides divisiones? Nihil in sacerdotibus plebium 

requiri, nihil populare, nihil commune cum studio atque usu et moribus multitudinis. Sobriam a turbis 

gravitatem, seriam vitam, singulare pondus, dignitas sibi vindicat sacerdotalis. Quo modo enim potest observari 

a populo, qui nihil habet secretum a populo? dispar a multitudine? Quid enim in te miretur, si sua in te 

recognoscat? Si nihil in te adspiciat, quod ultra se inveniat? Si quae in se erubescit, in te quem reverendum 

arbitratur offendat? Supergrediamur igitur plebeias opiniones, ... ac detritae vitae orbitas declinemus.”  In  th e  

O ld  L a w  e v e ry  p r ie s t  d u r in g  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  h is  c o u rs e  in  th e  T a b e rn a c le  w a s  fo rb id d e n  to  d r in k  w in e  o r  s tro n g  

d r in k . W h a t s e lf -d e n ia l b e f its  th e  p r ie s ts  o f  th e  N e w  L a w , w h o  h a v e  n o  a l te rn a t io n  o f  c o u rs e s : th e y  a re  a lw a y s  

n o t  o n ly  in  th e  T a b e rn a c le ,  b u t  in  th e  s a n c tu a ry ,  b e fo re  th e  m e rc y  s e a t  o f  th e  D iv in e  P re s e n c e .

T h e  a s p ir a t io n  o f  th e  p e o p le  fo r  h ig h e r  w a y s  is  o n e  o f  th e  g re a te s t r e w a rd s  o f  a  p r ie s t ’s  l i f e . A  f e rv e n t  

p e o p le  im p lie s  a  f e rv e n t  p a s to r . S . B e rn a rd  s a y s  t ru ly , Flamma pastoris lux gregis. W h e n  th e  p r ie s t  is  k in d le d  

w ith  th e  f i r e  o f  th e  S a c re d  H e a rt h is  p e o p le  to o  w ill w a lk  in  a  g re a t l ig h t. T h e y  w ill s e e  a n d  a s p ir e  a f te r  th e  

h ig h e r  w a y s o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d . T h e n  h e  w ill b e  to  th e m  angelus Domini exercituum — a  g u a rd  a n d  a  

g u id e .

6 .  “ I t is  t ru ly  a  w o n d e r fu l s a y in g  o f  th e  A p o s t le : ‘F o r  C h r is t s e n t  m e  n o t  to  b a p tiz e , b u t  to  p re a c h  th e  

G o s p e l .”  T h e re fo re  in  th e  C o u n c il o f  T re n t  w e  r e a d  th a t  th e  c h ie f  o f f ic e  o f  B is h o p s  is  to  m a k e  k n o w n  th e  W o rd  

o f  G o d  to  m e n . T h a t  w h ic h  is  c h ie f  in  B is h o p s  m u s t  b e  s u re ly  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  m o m e n t  fo r  a l l. B u t  a s  th e  s im p le  

a n d  m a sc u lin e  p re a c h in g  o f  th e  G o s p e l  is  th e  s a lv a t io n  o f  th e  h e a re r s , s o  a  v a in  a n d  in f la te d  d e c la m a tio n  is  to  th e  

f a i th fu l  s c a n d a l , a n d  to  th e  p re a c h e r  d e s tru c t io n . T h e  m y s te r ie s  o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  G o d  a re  n o t  to  b e  h a n d le d  a s  

rh e to r ic a l  e x e rc ise s  o r  lu c u b ra t io n s  o f  l i te ra ry  a r t . T h e  w itn e s s  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t d o e s  n o t n e e d  th e  p e r s u a s iv e  

w o rd s  o f  m a n ’s  w is d o m ; r a th e r  th e  s im p lic i ty  o f  d iv in e  tm th  c o n te m n s  a n d  r e je c ts  th e  lo f t in e s s  o f  o u r  s p e e c h ,  

th a t  o u r  f a i th  m a y  n o t  b e  in  th e  w is d o m  o f  m a n ,  b u t  in  th e  p o w e r  o f  G o d . L e t  a l l  g u id e s  o f  s o u ls , th e re fo re , la b o r  

d il ig e n t ly , th a t  in  h a n d lin g  th e  m y s te r ie s  o f  f a i th  a n d  in  e x h o r t in g  th e  f a i th fu l to  p ie ty  th e y  a d m it n o th in g  th a t  is  

n o t  fu l l  o f  s im p lic i ty  a n d  g ra v i ty .”

7 .  “ T h e  l i f e  o f  a  p r ie s t  is , in  tm th , a rd u o u s ; y e t  i t  is  s u r ro u n d e d  a n d  g u a rd e d  b y  in n u m e ra b le  m e a n s  a n d  

h e lp s  to  a c q u ire  p e r fe c t io n . F o r  o u r  p ro v id e n t M o th e r  th e  C h u rc h , in  im p o s in g  u p o n  th e  c le rg y  th e  o f f ic e  o f  

d iv in e  p ra is e ,  v in d ic a te s  a n d  s e c u re s  fo r  i ts  m in is te r s  in  th e  m id s t o f  th e ir  la b o r s  o f  c h a ri ty  a  t im e  o f  q u ie t . S e v e n  

t im e s  a  d a y  i t  b id s  u s  a s c e n d  in  h e a r t a n d  m in d  to  th e  K in g  o f  S a in ts  a n d  to  th e  h e a v e n ly  c o u r t ; a n d  i f  b y  th e  

C o m m u n io n  o f  th e  B o d y  a n d  B lo o d  o f  J e s u s  o n c e  r e c e iv e d  m e n  m a y  b e  m a d e  S a in ts , n o th in g  c a n  b e  w a n tin g  to  

th e  c o m p a n io n s  a n d  p r ie s ts  a n d  f r ie n d s  o f  J e s u s  th a t  th e y  b e  m a d e  a n d  b e  S a in ts , w h o  a re  r e f r e s h e d  b y  th e  d a i ly  

o b la t io n  o f  th e  H o ly  M a s s  a n d  th e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  H is  m o s t  h o ly  B o d y  a n d  B lo o d . A ll  th in g s  in  th e  p r ie s t ’s  l i f e  

c o n tr ib u te  to  th is  —  th e  d a i ly  m e d ita t io n  o n  d iv in e  th in g s ; th e  in t im a te  s e rv ic e  o f  th e  m o s t H o ly  S a c ra m e n t;  

s a c re d  s tu d ie s  h a rd ly  in te r ru p te d ;  th e  m in is tr ie s  o f  c h a r ity ,  w h ic h , w h ile  th e y  e x h a u s t  s tre n g th , r e f r e sh  th e  m in d ;  

th e  h a b it  a lso  o f  r e l ig io n  a n d  o f  d ig n i ty ; th e  s ig n  o f  a  k in g d o m  a n d  o f  p e r fe c t io n  w h ic h  w a s  p u t  u p o n  th e m  w h e n  

th e y  w e re  to n s u re d .”

8 .  “ F u r th e rm o re , to  u s  in  E n g la n d  in  w a r fa re  fo r  th e  k in g d o m  o f  tm th  s in g u la r  h e lp s  fo r  th e  a c q u ir in g  

o f  s a c e rd o ta l p e r fe c t io n  a re  g ra n te d  b y  o u r  L o rd , w h o  p it ie s o u r  in f i rm it ie s . T o  th e  p r ie s th o o d , w ith  w h ic h  

m is s io n a r ie s a re  in v e s te d , th e  c u re  o f  s o u ls is e n tru s te d , a n d  th e re fo re  a l l k in d s o f  s p ir i tu a l g if ts w h ic h  a re  

a n n e x e d  to  th e  s ta te  o f  p a s to r s ; m o re o v e r ,  th e y  a re  p a s to r s  e s p e c ia l ly  o f  th e  p o o r , th e  f r ie n d s  o f  J e s u s , ‘w h o  h a v e  

n o t w h e re w ith  to  r e c o m p e n s e  u s , ’ a n d  a re  p o o r  th e m s e lv e s ,  f e d  a n d  c o n te n t  w ith  th e  a lm s  o f  th e  p o o r . A d d  to  

th is a ls o  th e  d a i ly  a n d  a lm o s t p e rp e tu a l a b n e g a tio n  o f  th e ir o w n  w ill , in  b e a r in g  th e  b u rd e n s o f  o th e r s , in  

c o n s o l in g  th e  s ic k , in  s u p p o r t in g  th e  d y in g  b y  d a y  a n d  b y  n ig h t . F in a l ly , th e re  r e m a in s  th e  s ig n a l g ra c e  a n d  

p r iv i le g e  o f  th e  m is s io n a ry  o a th , w h e re b y , o n  th e  th re s h o ld  o f  th e  a p o s to la te  w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  r e c e iv e d , a f te r  th e  

l ik e n e s s  o f  th e  o b la tio n  o f  J e s u s  u p o n  th e  C ro s s , th e y  f re e ly  o f fe re d  th e m se lv e s  a  l iv in g , d a i ly , a n d  a c c e p ta b le  

s a c r if ic e  to  G o d  th e  F a th e r .”

T h e  F o u rth  P ro v in c ia l C o u n c il  w a rn s  u s  th a t w e  a re  b o u n d  to  o u r  f lo c k  b y  multiplici et conscientiae et 

cordis ligamine — b y  m a n ifo ld  b o n d s  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  a n d  o f  h e a rt .

F ir s t , i t s a y s , " a  m is s io n a ry  p r ie s t  r e c e iv e s  th e  o b la t io n s  o f  th e  f a i th fu l  fo r  n o  o th e r  r e a s o n  th a n  b e c a u se  

h e is a  m is s io n a ry ;” th e re fo re  h e is b o u n d  to  s e rv e  th e m . “ M is s io n a ry  p r ie s ts a re b o u n d  to  la b o r w ith o u t  

w e a r in e s s  fo r  th e  s a lv a t io n  o f  th e  s o u ls  o f  th o s e  s u b je c t to  th e ir  c a re . L e t  th e m  c a ll  to  m in d  th e  s o le m n  h o u r  in  



w h ic h , w h e n  in v e s te d  w ith  th e  in e f fa b le  d ig n ity  o f  p r ie s th o o d , k n e e l in g  b e fo re th e  B is h o p , th e y  p ro m is e d  

o b e d ie n c e  a n d  r e v e re n c e  to  th e  O rd in a ry 7 . W h e n , th e re fo re ,  th e y  a re  c h o s e n  o u t  a n d  s e n t  b y  th e  B is h o p ,  to  w h o s e  

p re c e p ts  th e y  s u b je c te d  th e m se lv e s  w ith  a  w ill in g  m in d  to  fu lf i l th e  p a s to ra l o f f ic e  o v e r  th e  s h e e p  e n tru s te d  to  

h im , i t  is  p la in  th a t  th e y  a re  u n d e r  g ra v e  o b lig a tio n s  b y  th e  p re c e p t  o f  o b e d ie n c e  to  fu lf i l  r ig h t ly  s o  g re a t  a  d u ty 7 .

“ M o re o v e r , b y  th e  g ra c e o f th e  A p o s to l ic S e e  th re e  h u n d re d  y e a r s a g o , i t w a s o rd a in e d  th a t th e  

m is s io n a ry  p r ie s ts  in  E n g la n d , ro b b e d  o f  a l l m a in te n a n c e  b y  s a c r i le g io u s h a n d s , m ig h t b e  a d m it te d  to  s a c re d  

O rd e r s  o n  th e  t i t le  o f  m is s io n , ta k in g  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  a  t ru ly  a p o s to l ic  o a th  fo r  th e  g o o d  o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l  C h u rc h  

— in bonum universalis Ecclesiae (w h ic h  A le x a n d e r  V II . , in  th e  B r ie f  Cum circa juramenti vinculum, o n  th e  

2 0 th  o f  J u ly  1 6 6 0 , e x p la in e d  w ith  th e  r e q u ire d  d e c la ra t io n s ) —  s o  th a t  th e y  m ig h t  b in d  th e m se lv e s  fo r  e v e r , s o  

f a r  a s  in  th e m  la y , to  s e e k  a n d  to  s a v e  th e  s h e e p  o f  th e  E n g lis h  n a t io n . F ro m  th a t  m o s t  c o n s tr a in in g  b o n d ,  w h e n  a  

c ru e l  p e r s e c u t io n  r a g e d  fo r  s o  m a n y  y e a rs , a ro s e  a n d  w a s  s tr e n g th e n e d  th a t  w o n d e r fu l c o n s ta n c y  a n d  p a t ie n c e  

e v e n  u n to  m a r ty rd o m  w h ic h  is  th e  c ro w n  a n d  th e  g lo ry  o f  o u r  c le rg y . W h e re fo re  th e  H o ly  S e e , w h ic h  s t il l  g ra n ts  

to  th e  B is h o p s  o f  E n g la n d  th e  f a c u l ty  o f  o rd a in in g  th e ir  s u b je c ts  o n  th e  t i t le  a fo re s a id , e x h o rts  o u r  m is s io n a r ie s  

th a t  y e a r  b y  y e a r  th e y  r e m e m b e r  to  r e n e w  th e  o a th  th e y  h a v e  m a d e  o n  i ts  a n n iv e r s a ry 7 (g ra n tin g  to  th e m  a ls o  a  

p le n a ry  In d u lg e n c e ) , a n d  th a t  th e y  s e r io u s ly  m e d ita te  h o w  g re a t  is  th e  d iv in e  g o o d n e s s  s h o w n  to  th e m  in  m a k in g  

th e m  m in is te r s  o f  th e  W o rd  to  d e c la re  th e  w o n d e rs o f  H is m ig h t a n d  p o w e r ; h o w  im p e r ish a b le  a  c ro w n  is  

p re p a re d  fo r  th e m  in  h e a v e n  i f  th e y  fu lf i l  th e ir  d u ty  in  h o lin e s s ; a n d  o n  th e  c o n tra ry  h o w  s tr ic t  a  ju d g m e n t  a w a its  

th e m  i f  b y  th e ir  n e g lig e n c e  o r  in d o le n c e ,  w h ic h  G o d  fo rb id , i t  h a p p e n s  th a t  a n y  p e r is h .

“ F in a l ly , f ro m  a l l th e s e  (o b l ig a t io n s ) ta k e n  to g e th e r  —  th a t is , f ro m  e q u ity , f ro m  s a c e rd o ta l c h a r i ty , 

f ro m  th e  p ro m is e  o f  o b e d ie n c e , f ro m  th e  s a n c t ity  o f  th e  o a th  —  th e re  a r is e s  th e  r e c ip ro c a l  o b lig a tio n  b e tw e e n  

th e  p r ie s t a n d  h is o w n  B is h o p , b y  w h ic h  b o th  a re  h a p p ily  b o u n d  f a i th fu lly  to  fu lf i l th e ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f f ic e s ,  

u n ite d  to g e th e r  b y  c o m m o n  to i l  a n d  b y  m u tu a l  c o -o p e ra t io n . ”

9 .  “ W h e re fo re , i f , w h ic h  G o d  a v e r t , i t e v e r  h a p p e n  th a t a n y  o n e  f a l l f ro m  th e  m a n ifo ld  g ra c e  o f  th is  

s ta te , le t  h im  k n o w  th a t  th o s e  th in g s  w h ic h  in  o th e r s  a re  l ig h t  in  p r ie s ts  o u g h t  to  b e  ju d g e d  a s  g ra v e . F o r  th e  m o s t  

p a r t,  th a t  w h ic h  in  a  la y m a n  is  n o t  a  f a u l t  to  th o s e  in  s a c re d  O rd e r  is  a  s in .”

A  b lo t  u p o n  a  la y m a n ’s  c o a t  is  l i t t le  s e e n ; a  s p o t  u p o n  a n  a lb  c a n n o t  b e  h id .

T h e  C h u rc h  m u s t  g u a rd  th e  s o u ls  o f  th e  f a i th fu l, a n d  th e  s a n c t ity  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d , a n d  th e  h o n o r  o f  th e  

f a i th , th e  C h u rc h  a n d  o u r  D iv in e  M a s te r .

I f  t l i is  s e e m s  a  h a r sh  n o te  to  e n d  w ith , le t  u s  r e m e m b e r  h o w  o u r  L o rd  e n d e d  H is  la s t w o rd s  b e fo re  H e  

w a s  b e tra y e d . H e  p ra y e d  fo r  th o se  w h o m  H e  h a d  ju s t  o rd a in e d  a s  p r ie s ts . “ A n d  n o w  1  a m  n o t  in  th e  w o r ld ; a n d  

th e s e  a re  in  th e  w o r ld , a n d  1  c o m e  to  T h e e .”  “ T h o s e  w h o m  T h o u  g a y e s t  M e  1  h a v e  k e p t , a n d  n o n e  o f  th e m  is  lo s t  

b u t  th e  s o n  o f  p e rd i t io n .”  T h e re  w ill  e v e r  b e  w h e a t a n d  ta r e s  g ro w in g  to g e th e r  t i l l  th e  h a rv e s t  b o th  in  th e  w o r ld  

a n d  in  th e  s a n c tu a ry .

C H A P T E R  X X .

T H E  P R IE S T ’ S  D E A T H

S O O N E R  o r  la te r  —  s o o n  a t  la te s t , fo r  th e  lo n g e s t l i f e  is  s h o r t a n d  f le e t in  e n d in g  —  i t  w ill g o  a b ro a d  th a t  w e  

a re  d y in g . O u r  tu rn  w ill  b e  c o m e . W e  w h o  h a v e  l iv e d  to  s ta n d  b y  a n d  s e e  s o  m a n y  d ie , a s i f  w e  s h o u ld  l iv e  fo r  

e v e r , w e  s h a l l  b e  ly in g  o n  o u r  d e a th -b e d  a t  la s t . W ill  th a t  d a y  c o m e  u p o n  u s  u n a w a re s ?  A n d  s h a l l w e  h a v e  t im e  

fo r  th e  la s t S a c ra m e n ts ?  P r ie s ts  o f te n  d ie  w ith o u t  th e m . W h e n  o u r  p e o p le  a re  s ic k , h o w e v e r  s u d d e n ly , w e  a re  

a lw a y s  n e a r  to  w a tc h  b e s id e  th e m ; w h e n  w e  a re  s ic k  th e re  is  n o t  a lw a y s  a  p r ie s t  a t  h a n d . M a n y  p r ie s ts  l iv e  a lo n e ,  

s c a t te re d  a t  g re a t d is ta n c e s  f ro m  th e ir  b re th re n . M o re o v e r , p r ie s ts  g ro w  s o  f a m il ia r  w ith  d e a th  th a t  th e y  a re  o f te n  

n o t  a la rm e d  s o o n  e n o u g h ,  o r  th e y  a re  u n c o n s c io u s  o f  th e ir  d a n g e r , f t  s e e m s  s tra n g e  th a t  a  p r ie s t  w h o  s o  lo n g  h a s  

b e e n  p re p a r in g  o th e r s  to  d ie  s h o u ld  n e e d  i t h im s e lf . S o m e tim e s  h e  is  to o  h o p e fu l, s o m e tim e s  h e  p ro c ra s t in a te s , 

a n d  w h a t  is  o f te n  s a id  is  o f te n  t ru e  —  h e  d ie s  w ith o u t  th e  la s t  S a c ra m e n ts .

S o m e  m e n  d o  n o t  l ik e  ta lk in g  a b o u t  d e a th . N o b o d y  d ie s  o f  i t . B u t i t  is  o m in o u s  to  s o m e  m in d s , l ik e  a  

w in d in g - sh e e t  in  th e  c a n d le , o r  th e  d e a th -w a tc h . T h e y  d o  n o t r e a l ly  b e l ie v e  th e s e  th in g s , n e v e r th e le s s  th e y  f e e l  

a n  u n re a s o n a b le  a w e . T h e y  s h r in k  f ro m  m a k in g  th e ir  w ill . T h e y  h a v e  i t  in  th e ir  ro o m  r e a d y  fo r  s ig n a tu re . T h e y  

p u t o f f  s ig n in g  i t to  to -m o r ro w  a n d  to  th e  n e x t  d a y , a n d  a t  la s t  th e y  b e q u e a th  lo s s  to  th e  C h u rc h  a n d  t ro u b le  to  

e v e ry b o d y  b y  d y in g  in te s ta te . S u c h  a re  th e  f r e a k s  o f  th e  h u m a n  s p ir i t . A  g o o d  m a n  w ill  n o t  s o  f e a r  d e a th , a n d  a  

w is e  m a n  w ill  o f te n  s p e a k  o f  i t . J o se p h  o f  A rim a th a e a  m a d e  h is  to m b  in  h is  g a rd e n ,  w h e re  h e  s a w  i t  d a y  b y  d a y .  

S . C h a r le s  ta lk e d  o f  h is  d e a th  c o n tin u a l ly . I f  w e  d id  s o  i t  w o u ld  b e c o m e  a  f a m il ia r  a n d  k in d ly  th o u g h t , l ik e  r e s t  

a f te r to i l , a n d  h o m e  a f te r p e r il b y  la n d  o r  b y  s e a . W e  s h o u ld  b e  k e p t b y  th e  f e a r  o f  d e a th  f ro m  r e s is t in g  o r  

g r ie v in g  th e  H o ly  G h o s t  b y  a n y  w ill in g  a c ts  o f  v a r ia n c e  w ith  H is  w ill, a n d  w e  s h o u ld  b e  t r a in e d  b y  th e  th o u g h t  

o f  d e a th  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  w o rd s , Cupio dissolvi et esse cum Christo. Mihi vivere Christus, mori lucrum. Scio 

enim, cui credidi, et certus sum quia potens est depositum meum servare in illum diem.



W e  a re  a lw a y s s a y in g , A subitanea et improvisa morte libera nos Domine, a n d  n o  m e n  h a v e  g re a te r  

n e e d ; fo r  o u r  f a m il ia r i ty  w ith  d e a th  d e a d e n s  th e  a w fu ln e s s  o f  th e  s ig h t , a n d  w e  m a y  c e a s e  b o th  to  f e a r  d e a th  a n d  

to  p re p a re  fo r  i t . I t  is  to  p a s to r s  e s p e c ia l ly  th a t  th e  w o rd s  a re  s p o k e n . T o  s o m e : “ I  k n o w  th y  w o rk s  a n d  th y  la b o r  

a n d  th y  p a t ie n c e , a n d  h o w  th o u  c a n s t n o t  b e a r  th e m  th a t a re  e v i l .”  “ B u t I  h a v e  s o m e w h a t  a g a in s t  th e e , b e c a u se  

th o u  h a s t le f t th y  f i rs t c h a r ity . B e  m in d fu l , th e re fo re , f ro m  w h e n c e  th o u  a r t  f a l le n , a n d  d o  p e n a n c e , a n d  d o  th e  

f i rs t  w o rk s . O r  e ls e  I c o m e  to  th e e , a n d  w ill m o v e  th y  c a n d le s t ic k  o u t o f  i ts  p la c e , e x c e p t th o u  d o  p e n a n c e . ”  

A g a in : “ I  k n o w  th y  w o rk s ,  th a t  th o u  h a s t  th e  n a m e  o f  b e in g  a l iv e , a n d  th o u  a r t  d e a d . B e  w a tc h fu l , a n d  s tre n g th e n  

th e  th in g s  th a t  r e m a in  th a t  a re  r e a d y  to  d ie , fo r  I  f in d  n o t  th y  w o rk s  fu l l  b e fo re  m y  G o d .”  “ I f , th e n , th o u  s h a l l  n o t  

w a tc h , I  w ill c o m e  to  th e e  a s  a  th ie f , a n d  th o u  s h a l l n o t k n o w  a t  w h a t h o u r  I  w ill c o m e  to  th e e .”  A n d  to  m a n y  

m o re  a m o n g  u s  th e s e  w o rd s  a re  s p o k e n : “ I  k n o w  th y  w o rk s ,  th a t  th o u  a r t n e i th e r  c o ld  n o r  h o t . I  w o u ld  th o u  w e rt  

c o ld  o r  h o t . B u t b e c a u s e  th o u  a r t lu k e w a rm , a n d  n e i th e r c o ld  n o r  h o t . I w ill b e g in  to  v o m it th e e  o u t o f  M y  

m o u th .”  A n d  to  h o w  m a n y  o f  u s  w h o  a re  a t e a s e  in  s e lf - c o m p la c e n c y  th e  D iv in e  V o ic e  is  e v e r  s a y in g , a n d  o f te n  

in  v a in . ‘B e c a u se  th o u  s a y e s t . I  a m  r ic h  a n d  m a d e  w e a lth y , a n d  h a v e  n e e d  o f  n o th in g , a n d  k n o w e s t  n o t  th a t  th o u  

a r t w re tc h e d  a n d  m is e ra b le  a n d  p o o r  a n d  b lin d  a n d  n a k e d . I c o u n s e l  th e e  to  b u y  o f  M e  g e ld  f i re - tr ie d ,  th a t th o u  

m a y s t b e  m a d e  r ic h , a n d  m a y s t b e  c lo th e d  in  w h ite  g a rm e n ts , a n d  th a t th e  s h a m e  o f  th y  n a k e d n e s s m a y  n o t  

a p p e a r : a n d  a n o in t th y  e y e s w ith  e y e -s a lv e , th a t th o u  m a y s t s e e .” I f  th e  s a d d e r d e a th -b e d s  h e re  s u p p o s e d  b e  

m a n y , i t is  b e c a u se  th e y  a re  o f  m a n y  k in d s . A ll d e a th s  o f  th e  p e n ite n t a n d  th e  f e rv e n t  a re  g o o d : a n d  o n e  e x a m p le  

is  e n o u g h .

1 . F ir s t , th e re  is  th e  d e a th  o f  a  s in fu l  p r ie s t ; p e rh a p s  w ith o u t  th e  la s t  S a c ra m e n ts , a s  o f  a n  o u tc a s t , f ro m  

w h o m  i t  ju s t ly  ta k e s  th a t  w h ic h  h e  s e e m e th  to  h a v e ; o r , p e rh a p s ,  a n d  m o re  f e a rfu l  s t i l l ,  w ith  th e  la s t S a c ra m e n ts ,  

b u t  r e c e iv e d  in  s a c r i le g e . N e x t  to  th e  im m u ta b le  m a lic e  o f  S a ta n  is  th e  h a rd n e s s  o f  a n  im p e n ite n t p r ie s t .

P r ie s ts w h o  f a l l , i f  th e y  d o  n o t r e tu rn  to  G o d  w ith  g re a te r  f a c il i ty  a n d  s p e e d  th a n  o th e r m e n . m a y  

b e c o m e  b lin d e r  a n d  m o re  h a rd e n e d  in  h e a r t  th a n  a l l o th e r  s in n e rs ?  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  s o  lo n g  f a m il ia r  w ith  a l l th e  

e te rn a l t ru th s , th e y  h a v e  p re a c h e d  th e m  s o  o f te n , th e y  h a v e  h a n d le d  a l l th e  h o ly  th in g s  o f  th e  s a n c tu a ry . th e y  

h a v e  h a d  s o  g re a t a  p ro fu s io n  o f  l ig h ts , w a rn in g s , a n d  c a l ls  to  r e p e n ta n c e , th e y  h a v e  h a d  a  gratia status s o  

a b u n d a n t, a n d  a l l in  v a in , th a t th e ir  e n d  is  l ik e  th e  d y in g  m a n , o n  w h o m  a l l r e m e d ie s , m e d ic in e s , a n d  s k i l l h a v e  

b e e n  e x h a u s te d , b u t d e a th  h a s  f a s te n e d  s o  f i rm ly  th a t th e  d y in g  m u s t s u re ly  d ie . H o w  o f te n  h e  h a s  p re a c h e d  

t ru th s  w h ic h  h a v e  c o n v e r te d  a n d  s a n c t i f ie d  th e  h u m b le , th e  c le a n  in  h e a r t , th e  p u re  in  l i f e . B u t i t w a s  th e  d e a d  

p re a c h in g  to  th e l iv in g . H o w  o f te n  h e h a s s a id  M a s s w ith  a  th re e fo ld  s a c r i le g e —  in  c o n s e c ra t in g , in  

c o m m u n ic a t in g  to  h im s e lf , in  c o m m u n ic a tin g  to  o th e r s . I t w a s  a  l i f e  w ritte n  w ith in  a n d  w ith o u t w ith  ju d g m e n t  

a g a in s t h im s e lf , a n d  a  l i f e  o f  u n w o r th y  h a n d lin g  o f  h o ly  th in g s . Sancta non sancte sed perverse, turpiter, et ad 

mortem. T h e n  c o m e s  th e  e n d . A  b ro th e r  p r ie s t  s ta n d s  b y  h im ;  b u t  w h a t  is  th e  s o u l  w ith in  h im ?  I s  th e re  a  p u lse  o f  

l i f e , a  b e a t o f  th e  h e a r t , a  r a y  o f  s e lf -k n o w le d g e , a  w ill to  r e p e n t?  P e rh a p s  h e  w a s  o n c e  a n  in n o c e n t b o y , a  y o u th  

o f  m a n y  h o p e s , a  q u ic k  le a rn e r , a  p ro m is in g  s e m in a r is t , a  p r ie s t  fu l l o f  e a r ly  a s p ir a t io n s  a n d  s in c e re  in te n t io n s  

a n d  g o o d  r e so lu t io n s .  B u t  th e re  w a s  a  f la w  in  th e  h e a r t  —  s o m e  s in  o f  th e  f le sh  o r  o f  th e  s p ir i t , s o m e  p a s s io n  o r  

s o m e  p r id e . I t w a s . p e rh a p s , k n o w n  a n d  r e s is te d , lo n g  k e p t d o w n ; in  a n  e v i l h o u r  o f o p p o r tu n i ty , f a c il i ty . 

f a s c in a t io n , w e a k n e ss ,  a n d  s tro n g  te m p ta tio n  th e  lu rk in g  e n e m y  m a s te re d  h is  w ill , a n d  th e  p r ie s t  b e c a m e  a  s la v e .  

M a n y  y e a r s  r a n  o n ; m a n y  f a l ls , r e tu rn s , a n d  r e la p s e s ;  m a n y  s e a s o n s  a n d  m e a n s  o f  c o n v e r s io n  lo s t o r  ta k e n  f ro m  

h im  b y  t i r e  s in  o r  fo l ly  o f  o th e r s ; a n d  th e  ro o t  b e c a m e  in e ra d ic a b le , a n d  c o n s c ie n c e  a t la s t  w a s  s i le n t . T h e n  c a m e  

th e  e n d . Recordare Jesu pie, quod sum causa tuae viae, ne me perdas illa die.

1. N e x t, th e re  is  th e  d e a th  o f  a  c a re le s s  p r ie s t . H e  h a s  h a d  o n ly  o n e  e n e m y , b u t  th e  w o rs t e n e m y  o f  a l l.  

t r e a c h e ro u s , u b iq u i to u s , a n d  e v e r  a b o u t h im  —  th a t is , h im s e lf ; a n  e a sy ,  y ie ld in g ,  in d o le n t  w ill . H e  h a s  m a d e  n o  

e n e m ie s , fo r  h e  h a s  n o t b e e n  in  e a rn e s t e n o u g h  a b o u t a n y th in g  to  o f fe n d  a n y b o d y . A ll m e n  s p e a k  w e ll o f  h im .  

T h e  c h a ra c te r  o f  p r ie s th o o d  h a s  in  h im  n o  v is ib le  a n d  u n m is ta k a b le  o u tl in e . H e  is  a  w e lc o m e  v is i to r , a  p le a s a n t 

c o m p a n io n , a  r e a d y  a n d  a m u s in g  g u e s t , r e a d  u p  in  th e  n e w sp a p e r s ,  a n d  fu l l  o f  th e  e v e n ts  o f  th e  d a y . H e  is  w h a t  

is  c a lle d  a  g e n e ra l f a v o r i te , h u r t in g  n o b o d y  b u t h im s e lf , a n d  th a t s o  s e c re t ly  th a t  o n ly  G o d . I r is  a n g e l g u a rd ia n , 

h is c o n fe s so r , a n d  p e rh a p s s o m e  u n k n o w n  a n d  w a tc h fu l f r ie n d  c a n  s e e  i t . H e  d o e s  n o t s e e . o r  h a rd ly  s e e s i t  

h im s e lf . H is  p re p a ra t io n  fo r  M a s s  is  n e v e r  a l to g e th e r  o m it te d , b u t  i t  is  s h o r t  a n d  h u r r ie d : h is  M a s s  is  r a p id  —  

a b o u t tw e n ty ' m in u te s —  a n d m e c h a n ic a l : h is th a n k s g iv in g  is s h o r t a n d s o o n o v e r : h is o f f ic e is s a id  

u n p u n c tu a lly . h u r r ie d ly ,  a n d  w ith  l i t t le  a t te n t io n  s p ir i tu a l o r  in te lle c tu a l . M id n ig h t o v e r ta k e s  h im  b e fo re  h e  h a s  

s a id  P r im e , a n d  h e  s a y s  th e  R o s a ry  a s  a  m is s io n a ry  p r iv i le g e , w ith o u t  th e  e x e m p tin g  la b o r  o f  a  m is s io n a ry  p r ie s t . 

A n d  y e t h e  w ill g o  to  I r is s ic k  c a l ls ; s o m e tim e s , in d e e d , th e y  a re  n e g le c te d , a n d  s o m e tim e s  h e  g o e s  to o  la te . 

W h e n  b y  th e  b e d s id e  o f  t i r e  d y in g , b e  is  ro u s e d  to  a  c o n s c io u s n e s s  th a t h e  is  in  h is  p la c e  a s  a  p r ie s t , b u t o u t o f  

h is  p la c e  a s  a  m a n . H e  g iv e s  th e  S a c ra m e n ts a n d  s a y s  th e  p ra y e r s  in  th e  R itu a l . T h e n  c o m e s  a  s i le n c e . H e  h a s  

n o th in g  to  s a y . T h e  h a b it  o f  lu s  l i f e  a n d  th e  c u r re n t  o f  h is  th o u g h ts  a re  s o  r e m o te  f ro m  d e a th  a n d  e te rn i ty  th a t  h e  

h a s l i t t le  to  s a y . T h e  d y in g  s o u l is  d is a p p o in te d , a n d  th e  f r ie n d s  s ta n d in g  b y  a re  s a d d e n e d  a n d  v e x e d . W h e n  

d e a th  o v e r ta k e s  s u c h  a  p r ie s t  i t f in d s  h im  l i t t le  p re p a re d . P e rh a p s  h e  h a s  n o t  h a d  fo re th o u g h t e n o u g h  to  s e n d  fo r  

s o m e  b ro th e r  p r ie s t , a n d  th e re fo re , t im e  b e in g  s h o r t , th e  la s t S a c ra m e n ts  c o m e  to o  la te . H o w  s h a l l s u c h  a  p r ie s t  

b e s a v e d  f ro m  th e s e n te n c e : “ M y  p e o p le  h a v e  b e e n  s i le n t ,” in  p ra y e r a n d  p ra is e , “ b e c a u s e th e y h a d n o  



k n o w le d g e .”  th ro u g h  th e  n e g le c t o f  th e ir  p a s to r : “ b e c a u se  th o u  h a s t r e je c te d  k n o w le d g e , I w ill r e je c t  th e e , th a t  

th o u  s h a l t n o t  d o  th e  o f f ic e  o f  p r ie s th o o d  to  M e ” ?

3 .  T h e n  c o m e s  th e  d e a th  o f  a  la x  p r ie s t . L a x ity  d if fe rs  f ro m  c a re le s s n e s s  in  th is . A  c a re le s s  p r ie s t  m a y  

s e t  u p  in  h is  m in d  a  h ig h  s ta n d a rd , a n d  m a y  d ra w  s tr ic t  th e o r ie s  o f  d u ty . B u t  th ro u g h  c a re le s s n e s s  h e  d o e s  n o t  a c t  

u p  to  th e m . A  la x  p r ie s t lo w e rs  h is  s ta n d a rd  a n d  m in im iz e s  h is  o b lig a t io n s . H e  d e fe n d s  a l l o p in io n s  th a t  f a v o r  

h u m a n  l ib e r ty , a n d  lo o k s  u p o n  s tr ic tn e s s  a s  r ig o r  a n d  J a n se n ism . H e  d w e lls  la rg e ly  o n  th e  f i r s t  h a lf  o f  S . P a u l ’s  

w o rd s , Omnia mihi licent, a n d  p a s s e s  d ry s h o d  o v e r  th e  la s t , "Sed omnia non aedificant.” H e  m a in ta in s  th a t  th e re  

a re  o n ly  tw o  s ta te s ,  th e  o n e  o f  l ib e r ty ' a n d  th e  o th e r  o f  th re e  v o w s : th a t  th e  s ta te  o f  l ib e r ty  is  fo r  th o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  

a s p ir e  to  b e  p e r fe c t,  a n d  th e  s ta te  o f  v o w s  fo r  th o s e  w h o  a re  a im in g  a t  p e r fe c t io n . H e  d ire c ts  th o s e  w h o  a re  u n d e r  

h is  g u id a n c e  to  a v o id  tw o  t i lin g s , s in  a n d  s tr ic tn e s s : to  a v o id  s in , o f  c o u rs e ;  b u t  to  a v o id  s tr ic tn e s s , a s  le a d in g  to  

s c m p le s a n d  a s h in d e r in g  l ib e r ty . S u c h  p r ie s ts e x c u s e  in  th e m se lv e s  m a n y  th in g s  b y  th e  p le a , “ I a m  n o t a  

r e l ig io u s ”  a n d  ‘T  a m  o n ly  a  s e c u la r  p r ie s t .”  T h e y  a re  n e v e r  a t a  lo s s  fo r  p ro b a b le  d o c to rs  a n d  v a r io u s  o p in io n s .  

T h e y  h a v e  communis opinio, et sine periculo tenenda, fo r  a l l th e y  w is h . I t  w ill  n e v e r  b e  k n o w n  t i l l  th e  s e c re t  o f  

a l l h e a r ts  s h a l l  b e  r e v e a le d  w h a t  h a v o c  s u c h  m e n  m a k e  in  th e  s p ir i tu a l l i f e  o f  th o se  w h o  a re  g u id e d  o r  in f lu e n c e d  

b y  th e m . T h e  d ire c t  e f fe c t o f  s u c h  la x i ty  is  to  d is c o u ra g e  a s p ir a t io n  fo r  p e r fe c t io n  a m o n g  th e  f a i th fu l  w h o s e  lo t  

is  c a s t in  th e  w o r ld . A n d  y e t a l l C h r is t ia n s a re  c a l le d  to  b e  p e r fe c t , in  w h a ts o e v e r  s ta te  o f  l i f e . T h e y  w o u ld ,  

in d e e d , t ty  to  k e e p  p e o p le  o u t  o f  s in , b u t  le a v e  th e m  u p o n  th e  lo w  le v e l o f  a  l i f e , h a rm le s s ,  b u t  w ith o u t  “ h u n g e r  

o r  th ir s t  fo r  ju s tic e .”  S u c h  a  l i f e , i f  o u t o f  s in , is  o f te n  in  th e  o c c a s io n s  o f  s in . L ib e r ty  g o e s  in to  th e  w o r ld  a n d  

in to  a l l i ts  la x i t ie s  s o  lo n g  a s  s in  is  n o t m a n ife s t. B u t th e  w o r ld  is  c o v e re d  w ith  a  n e tw o rk  o f  o c c a s io n s , a s  th e  

v e i l o f  c o v e r in g  w h ic h  is s p re a d  o v e r  a l l n a t io n s . W h e re  o n e  e s c a p e s  a  s c o re  a re  ta k e n  in  th e  m e sh e s . N o w  a  

p r ie s t  w h o  s o  in s tru c ts  o th e r  s o u ls  a s s u re d ly  f i rs t  u s e s  h im s e lf  th e  l ib e r ty  h e  g iv e s  s o  f r e e ly . A n d  th e re  c a n  b e  n o  

d o u b t  th a t a s  a  s tr ic t  p r ie s t  h a s  b o th  p e a c e  a n d  s w e e tn e s s  in  th e  r e s tr ic tio n  o f  h is  l ib e r ty , a  la x  p r ie s t  h a s  l i t t le  o f  

e i th e r  in  th e  f r e e d o m  h e  a l lo w s  h im s e lf . T h e o lo g y  c a n n o t  h o ld  o u t  fo r  e v e r  a g a in s t  c o n s c ie n c e : s o o n e r  o r  la te r  h e  

b e g in s  to  s u s p e c t a n d  to  s e e  th a t h e  h a s  fo r fe i te d  f e rv o r  a n d  a s p ir a t io n  a n d  th e  “ m u lt itu d e  o f  s w e e tn e s s ”  w h ic h  

G o d  h a s  h id  fo r  th o s e  w h o  f e a r  H im . H e  h a s  m a d e  h is  p r ie s th o o d  a  y o k e  in s te a d  o f  a  la w  o f  l ib e r ty . W h e n  s u c h  a  

p r ie s t c o m e s  to  d ie , h e  o f te n  h a s  l i t t le  b r ig h tn e s s , o r  jo y , o r  c o n f id e n c e . H e  h a s  n o t d e a lt  g e n e ro u s ly  w ith  h is  

M a s te r , a n d  in  h is  la s t  n e e d  h e  f in d s  to o  la te  th a t  th e y  w h o  h a v e  m o s t d e n ie d  th e m s e lv e s  fo r  H is  s a k e  a re  m o s t  

l ik e  H im ; a n d  th a t  th e y  a re  m o s t  f r e e  w h o  h a v e  o f fe re d  u p  th e ir  l ib e r ty ' b y  d a i ly  s a c r if ic e s  o f  la w fu l  th in g s . A  s a d  

r e tro s p e c t  w h e n  l i f e  is  e n d in g :  Erubescet aliquando reus videri qui semper fuerat judex.

4 .  A fte r  th e  la x  p r ie s t  c o m e s  th e  w o r ld ly  p r ie s t , th e  tm e  s e c u la r  in  n a m e  a n d  s p ir i t . H e  f in d s  a t  la s t  th a t  

h e  h a s s e rv e d  th e  w ro n g  m a s te r , th a t  in  t ry in g  to  s e rv e  tw o  m a s te r s  h e  h a s  e a rn e d  “ w a g e s  to  p u t  i t in to  a  b a g  

w ith  h o le s .” T h e  w o r ld  is  p a s s in g  f ro m  h im , le a v in g  h im  e m p ty  -h a n d e d , a n d  in  t i r e e te rn a l w o r ld  w h ic h  is  

o p e n in g  h e h a s la id  u p  l i t t le  r e w a rd . I a m  n o t n o w  s p e a k in g  o f  th e  w o r ld ly  p r ie s ts o f  a g e s p a s t , b u t o f  

w o r ld l in e s s  a s  i t m a y  in fe c t u s  s t il l in  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry . T h e  a m b it io u s  r iv a lr ie s  a n d  c o n te n t io n s  o f  o th e r  

d a y s , w h e n  p r ie s ts  w e re  c o u r t ie r s , a n d  th e  C h u rc h  w a s  r ic h  a n d  in  h o n o r , a re  in d e e d  p a s se d  a w a y . B u t  th e  w o r ld  

h a s  o th e r  s n a re s  fo r  p r ie s ts  —  p o p u la r i ty , f la t te ry , p le a su re , c o r ru p t a n d  m in  m a n y . T h e y  m a k e  m a n y  a  p r ie s t  to  

b e  fo n d  o f  s o c ie ty , o f  e a se , o f  d is s ip a tio n , o f  c o m fo rt , o f  in d u lg e n c e in  fo o d , in  c o n v e r s a t io n , in  r e f in e d  

p le a su re s  o f  l i te ra tu re  a n d  m u s ic , a n d  th e  a r ts  a n d  f a sh io n s  o f  lu x u ry . T h e  e f fe c t  o f  a l l  th is  is  to  m a k e  th e  l i f e  o f  a  

p re s b y te ry  d u ll a n d  m o n o to n o u s , th e  lo n g  h o u rs  o f  th e  c o n fe s s io n a l i rk s o m e ,  th e  v is i t in g  o f  th e  s ic k  a n d  th e  p o o r  

r e p u ls iv e ,  th e  s tu d y  o f  s a c re d  b o o k s  ta s te le s s , th e  s o c ie ty ' o f  p r ie s ts  ta m e  a n d  u n in te re s t in g . T h e  w o r ld  h a s  s to le n  

a w a y  th e  h e a r t o f  s u c h  a  p r ie s t. I t  is  n o  lo n g e r  in  h is  s i le n t ro o m , n o r  in  th e  f e l lo w s h ip  o f  h is  b re th re n , n o r  in  th e  

s a n c tu a ry , n o r  in  h is  p r ie s th o o d , f t is s o m e w h e re  a b ro a d , in  s o m e  h o u s e , o r  in  s o m e  f r ie n d s h ip , o r  in  s o m e  

in t im a c y . A n d  w h e n  s u c h  a p r ie s t c o m e s  to  d ie h e  c a n n o t c h o o s e  b u t c a s t u p  h is r e c k o n in g , a n d  m a k e a  

horarium o f  l i is  l i f e . H o w  m a n y  h o u rs  h a v e  I  s p e n t  a t  th e  a l ta r , a n d  h o w  m a n y  in  th e  w o r ld ?  h o w  m a n y  in  th e  

h o m e s  o f  th e  p o o r , a n d  h o w  m a n y  in  th e  h o m e s  o f  th e  r ic h ?  h o w  m a n y  in  te a c h in g  l i t t le  c h i ld re n , o r  c o n s o l in g  

th e  a f f lic te d , o r  in  g iv in g  h e lp  to  th e  d y in g ?  a n d  h o w  m a n y  in  c o n v e r s a t io n  o v e r  d in n e r - ta b le s o r  in  d ra w in g 

ro o m s ?  H o w  m a n y  h o u rs  h a v e  I  w a s te d  in  w a n d e r in g  to  a n d  f ro  f ro m  h o u s e  to  h o u s e , w h e re  I  n e v e r  h e a rd  a n d  

n e v e r  u tte re d  th e  n a m e  o f  G o d ?  a n d  h o w  m u c h  t im e  h a v e  I s p e n t in  p re a c h in g  H is  W o rd , th e  c h ie f  e n d  o f  m y  

p r ie s th o o d ?  H o w  m a n y  h o u rs  h a v e  I  g iv e n  to  s o m e  p a r tic u la r  f r ie n d s h ip , a n d  h o w  m a n y  to  p ra y e r , s p e a k in g  w ith  

G o d ?  C a s t  u p  th e s e  h o u rs , tu rn  th e m  in to  d a y s  a n d  y e a r s , a n d  w h a t a  r e c k o n in g  w ill s ta n d  b e fo re  u s . B u t i t is  

a lr e a d y  c a s t u p  in  th e  b o o k  o f  G o d ’s  r e m e m b ra n c e . I f  th e  w o r ld ly  p r ie s t h a d  g iv e n  th e  e n e rg y  a n d  d il ig e n c e  

w h ic h  h e  w a s te d  o n  th e  w o r ld  to  th e  w o rk  o f  h is  o w n  p e r fe c t io n , h e  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  a  S a in t.

5 .  L a s tly  —  fo r  w e  m u s t e n d  —  c o m e s  th e  d e a th  o f  a  f e rv e n t p r ie s t . T h e  w o r ld  n e v e r  k n e w  h im , o r  

p a s se d  h im  o v e r  a s  a  d im  l ig h t  o u ts h o n e  b y  th e  p r ie s ts  w h o  c o u r t  i t . B u t  in  th e  s ig h t o f  G o d  w h a t  a  c o n tra s t . E v e r  

s in c e  h is  o rd in a t io n , o r  e a r l ie r , e v e r  s in c e  h is  s e c o n d  c o n v e r s io n  to  G o d , h e  h a s  e x a m in e d  h is  c o n s c ie n c e  d a y  b y  

d a y , a n d  m a d e  u p  h is  a c c o u n t  y e a r  b y  y e a r ; h e  h a s  n e v e r  f a i le d  in  l i is  c o n fe s s io n  w e e k  b y  w e e k , o r  in  h is  M a s s  

m o rn in g  b y  m o rn in g , o r  in  h is  o f f ic e  p u n c tu a l ly  a n d  in  d u e  s e a s o n . H e  h a s  l iv e d  a s  i f  b y  th e  s id e  o f  h is  D iv in e  

M a s te r , a n d , b e g in n in g  a n d  e n d in g  th e  d a y  w ith  H im . h e  h a s  o rd e re d  a l l th e  h o u rs  a n d  w o ik s  o f  th e  d a y  fo r  H is  

s e rv ic e . H e  h a s  l iv e d  a m o n g  h is  p e o p le , a n d  th e ir  f e e t h a v e  w o rn  th e  th re s h o ld  o f  l i is  d o o r . H is  d a y  c o m e s  a t  

la s t , a n d  a  g re a t s o r ro w  is  u p o n  a l l h o m e s  w h e n  i t is  h e a rd  th a t th e  f a th e r  o f  th e  f lo c k  is  d y in g , a n d  th e  la s t  



S a c ra m e n ts  h a v e  b e e n  g iv e n  to  h im . A n d  y e t  in  th a t  d y in g -ro o m  w h a t p e a c e  a n d  c a lm . H e  h a s  lo n g  c a s t  u p  h is  

r e c k o n in g  fo r  h im s e lf  a n d  fo r  h is  f lo c k , H e  h a s lo n g  ta lk e d  f a m il ia r ly  o f  d e a th , a s o f  a  f r ie n d  w h o  is s o o n  

c o m in g . H e  f e a r s i t , a s a n  a w fu l t r a n s i t f ro m  th is  d im  w o r ld  to  th e  g re a t w h ite  T h ro n e , a n d  a s a  s in n e r , a n  

u n p ro f i ta b le  s e rv a n t , a n d  a  c re a tu re  o f  th e  d u s t , h e  s h r in k s ; fo r  th e  H o ly  G h o s t h a s  ta u g h t h im  to  k n o w  th e  

s a n c t i ty  o f  G o d  a n d  th e  s in fu ln e s s  o f  s in . B u t  i t  is  a  f e a r  th a t  c a s ts  o u t  f e a r , fo r  i t is  a  p le d g e  th a t  th e  H o ly  G h o s t ,  

th e  L o rd  a n d  L ife -g iv e r , is  in  th e  c e n te r  o f  h is  s o u l , c a s t in g  l ig h t u p o n  a l l  th a t is  to  b e  c o n fe s se d  a n d  s o r ro w e d  

fo r , a n d  a b s o lv in g  th e  c o n tr i te  s o u l  f ro m  a l l  b o n d s  o f  s in  a n d  d e a th . N o n e  d ie  s o  h a p p ily  a s  p r ie s ts  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  

th e ir  f lo c k s . A s  th e y  h a v e  la b o re d , s o  a re  th e y  lo v e d ;  a s  th e y  a re  lo v e d , s o  a re  th e y  s u s ta in e d  b y  th e  p ra y e r s  o f  a l l  

w h o m  th e y  h a v e  b ro u g h t  to  G o d . W o n d e r fu l b o n d  o f  c h a r i ty ; c lo s e r  a n d  m o re  v ita l  th a n  k in d re d , w h ic h  s h a l l  b e  

t r a n s f ig u re d  in  th e  w o r ld  o f  l ig h t , a n d  u n ite  p a s to r  a n d  f lo c k  to  a l l e te rn i ty , w h e n  th e  f lo c k  s h a l l a l l  b e  to ld , a n d  

th e  n u m b e r  b e  fu lf i l le d , a n d  th e  s h e p h e rd s  s h a l l g a th e r  ro u n d  th e  G re a t S h e p h e rd  o f  th e  s h e e p  in  th e  fo ld  u p o n  

th e  e v e r la s t in g  h ills .

I f  s u c h  b e  th e  d e a th  o f  a  f e rv e n t p r ie s t  i t  m a y  b e  s u d d e n : i t c a n n o t  b e  u n p re p a re d . H is  w h o le  l i f e  is  a  

p re p a ra tio n  fo r  d e a th . S . C h a r le s  a s  h e  d e p a r te d  s a id , Ecce venio, b u t  h is  w h o le  l i f e  w a s  a  c o n tin u a l a p p ro a c h  to  

G o d . S . V in c e n t o f  P a u l s a id , Ipse perficiet, a s  G o d  w a s  f in ish in g  H is  w o rk  in  h im . S . H ila r io n  s a id : “ I  h a v e  

s e rv e d  a  g o o d  M a s te r  fo r  th e s e  s e v e n ty  y e a rs ; w h y  s h o u ld  I  b e  a f ra id  to  g o  a n d  s e e  H im ? ”  S . B e d e  p a s se d  a w a y  

o n  th e  e v e  o f  th e  A s c e n s io n , s a y in g  th e  a n t ip h o n , O Rex gloriae, Domine virtutum', a n d  S . A n d re w  A v e ll in o  d ie d  

a t th e  fo o t o f  th e  a l ta r , s a y in g , Introibo ad altare Dei. A  d e a c o n  in  A fr ic a , in  th e  d a y s o f  p e r s e c u t io n , w a s  

s in g in g  th e  E a s te r  A lle lu ia s  in  th e  A m b o , w h e n  a n  a r ro w  p ie rc e d  h is  h e a r t  a n d  h e  e n d e d  h is  A lle lu ia s  b e fo re  th e  

T h ro n e . S o m e  h a v e  f a l le n  a s  th e y  p re a c h e d  th e  W o rd  o f  G o d . H a p p y , to o , w e re  th e y . S u c h  a  d e a th , th o u g h  

s u d d e n , h a s  n o  f e a r ,  b u t  g re a t  b e n e d ic t io n . I t  is  w e ll to  b e a r  th is  e v e r , in  m in d , le a v in g  th e  t im e  a n d  th e  w a y  o f  

o u r  e n d  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  o u r  g o o d  M a s te r . I t w o u ld  m a k e  u s  m o re  f e rv e n t  i f , w h e n  w e  g o  to  th e  a l ta r , w e  w e re  to  

s a y : “ T h is  m a y  b e  m y  la s t  M a s s ;”  o r  in  o u r  c o n fe s s io n , “ T h is  m a y  b e  m y  la s t a b so lu t io n ; ”  o r  in  p re a c h in g ,  “ T h is  

m a y  b e  th e  la s t  t im e  I  s h a l l s p e a k  fo r  G o d ;"  o r  “ T h is  m a y  b e  m y  la s t s ic k  c a ll  —  th e  n e x t  m a y  b e  a  c a ll  to  m e .”  

H o w  m a n y  c o m p a n io n s  o f  m y  c h i ld h o o d , b o y h o o d , a n d  m a n h o o d  a re  d e a d . H o w  m a n y  o rd a in e d  w ith  m e  o r  

a f te r  m e  a re  g o n e  b e fo re  m e . Venire differt ut minus inveniat quod condemnet. W a s h  m e , O  L o rd , in  T h y  m o s t  

P re c io u s  B lo o d ; a n d  th e n , “ C o m e , L o rd  J e su s .”


