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Epistemology, A Date in the History of -. (G. Smith sj) 

v (1943) ~46-255 
--, Personalism, Thomism and -. (J. A. Creaven sma) 

VIII (1945) 1-26 
--,The- of Thomas Hobbes. (W. A. Gerhard) 
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--, Ways to Know -. (E. Stein) ]_)( (1949) 379-420 

[5
0.

37
.6

7.
13

9]
   

P
ro

je
ct

 M
U

S
E

 (
20

24
-0

2-
05

 2
2:

40
 G

M
T

) 
 L

og
in

 'S
tr

id
er

C
K

G
'



ANALYTICAL INDEX OF ARTICLES 9 

--, The Doctrine of- in Personalism. (J. A. Creaven sma) 
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--, -Philosophy of the Sciences. (Y. B. Simon) V (1943) 85-102 

Marriage, The Interpretation of the Conjugal Act and the Theology of -. 
(B. Lavaud op) I (1939) 360-380 

Mary, The Wisdom that is -. (C. D. DeKoninck) VI (1943) 1-18 



12 GENERAL INDEX-VOLUMES I TO XV 

--,Fatima: The Rosary and the Immaculate Heart of -. (M. 
Llamera op) XIII (1950) 453-5~7 

--, The Assumption and Devotion to - in America. (A. G. Cicog-
nani) XIV (1951) ~~-30 

Mary's, The Assumption among - Privileges. (K. J. Healy ocarm) 
XIV (1951) 7~-9~ 

Mathematical, Aristotelian and- Logic. (H. Veatch) XIII (1950) 50-96 
Mathematics, The Position of - in the Hierarchy of Speculative Science. 

(J. F. Whittaker op) III (1941) 467-506 
--, Concerning Some Views on the Structure of-. (E. H. Larguier sj) 

IV (194~) 431-445 
Matter, --, Beatitude, and Liberty. (A. C. Pegis) V (1943) ~65-~80 
Meaning, The Problem of -. (J. A. Oesterle) VI (1943) 180-~~9 
--, Another Approach to the Problem of-. (J. A. Oesterle) 

VII (1944) 233-263 
--, The - of Faith. (1. Forest) VI (1943) 23Q-~50 
--, The- of the" Common Man." (A. Kolnai) 

XII (1949) 272-335 
Medieval, Man in - Thought. (C. Pepler op) XII (1949) 136-154 
Meditation,- and the Search for God. (J. M. Egan op) 

III (1941) 450-466 
Metaphysics, Two Studies in-. (J. F. Anderson) III (1941) 564-587 

-.-, Physical -. (A. J. McNicholl op) XII (1949) 4~5-473 
Methods, The Conflict of- at the End of the Middle Ages. (J. Maritain) 

III (1941) 527-538) 
Middle, The Conflict of Methods at the End of the- Ages. (J. Maritain) 

III (1941) 5~7-538 
Militant, The- Christian Virtues. (H. I. Smith op) IV (194~) 193-~~0 
Military, The Bases of the International Tribunal's Authority. (J. P. 

Kenny op) XI (1948) 197-~17 
Modern,- Psychology and Man. (R. E. Brennan op) III (1941) 8-32 
--, John Dewey and - Thomism. (W. O'Meara) V (1943) 308-318 
--,What the- Man Should Not Believe. (P. H. Conway op) 

XI (1948) ~77-~96 
--, The Assumption and the- World. (F. J. Sheen) 

XIV (1951) 31-40 
--,Hegelianism and the Making of the- World. (M. W. Hess) 

XIV (1951) 335-350 
Morality, The - of Imperfections. (J. C. Osbourn op) 

IV (194~) 388-430, 649~91 
--, The - of Basing-Point Pricing. (R. Jancauskas sj) 

Motet, -: De Ordinatione Angelorum. 
Munificentissimus, -Deus. (Pius XII) 

XV (1952) 349-373 
(A. Lourie) V (1943) 319-344 

XIV (1951) 3-~1 

Music, Toward and Evaluation of-. (J. A. Oesterle) 
XIV (1951) 3~3-334 

Mystical, Sacramental Incorporation into the - Body. (J. T. Dittoe op) 
IX (1946) 469-514 
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--, Thomistic Soteriology and the- Body. (E. Sauras op) 
){" (1952) 548-571 

Mystici,- Corporis and the Soul of the Church. (J. I. McGuiness op) 
){I (1948) 18-27 

Nations, The Law of- and the Salamanca School of Theology. (J. M. 
De Aguilar op) I){ (1946) 186-221 

Natural, -Necessitation of the Human Will. (R. P. Sullivan op) 
){N (1951) 851-899, 490-528 

Nature, The Distinctive- of the Gift of Understanding. (J. I. McGuiness 
op) III (1941) 217-278 

--, The - and Extent of the Philosophy of -. (W. H. Kane op) 
VII (1944) 204-282 

Necessitation, Natural- of the Human Will. (R. P. Sullivan op) 
){N (1951) 851-899, 490-528 

New, Thomism lllld the- Theology. (D. L. Greenstock) 
){III (1950) 567-596 

Northrop, Dr. -, Technology and Religion (J. B. McAllister) 
){II (1948) 886-862 

Notes,- on Intuition. (M. De Munnynck op) I (1989) 148-168 
--, -on the Connection of the "irtues. (P. Lumbreras op) 

){I (1948) 218-240 
Notions, Basic Confusions in Current - of Propositional Calculi. (H. 

Veatch) ){N (1951) 288-258 
Nought, On Darkness, Silence, and the -. (R. Allers) 

I){ (1946) 515-572 
Obligation, The Roots of -. (W. Farrell op) I (1989) 14-80 
Oligarchy, The Theory of -: Edmund Burke. (R. M. Hutchins) 

v (1948) 61-78 
Opinion, Public-, Determinism and Free Will. (W. A. Gerhard) 

I){ (1946) 172-185 
Opportunity, The Historical- of Orthodoxy. (W. J. Grace) 

){V (1925) 289-810 
Order, The Common Sense, Perfection of the- of Pure Sensibility. (B. J. 

Muller-Thym) II (1940) 815-848 
--,Charity and the Social-. (L.A. Ryan op) cf. Charity. 

Organism, Thought, Volition, and the -. (T. Gilby op) II (1940) 1-18 
Orthodoxy, The Historical Opportunity of -. (W. J. Grace) 

){V (1952) 289-810 
Outline,- of a Philosophy of Art. (A. J. Steiss) II (1940) 14-58 
Particulars, The Intellectual Cognition of-. (R. Allers) 

III (1941) 95-168 
Patristic,- Schools in the Summa. (N. Halligan op) 

VII (1944) 271-822, 505-543 
Peace, A Thomistic Analysis of-. (F. E. McMahon) I (1989) 169-192 
--, The Theological Ingredients of-. (J. C. Osbourn op) 

v (1948) 28-54 
--, and the Family. (L. Lachance op) I){ (1946) 129-171 
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--, Dialectics of War and -. (J. T. Delos op) 
XIII (1950) 305-3~4, 5~8-566 

Pen,- and Sword versus God. (P. H. Conway op and J. C. Osbourn op) 
VI (1948) ~85-817 

Perception, The Problem of-. (N. Mailloux op) IV {194~) ~66-~85 
--, Language and Sense-. (M. W. Hess) X (1947) 56-74 

Perfection, The Common Sense,- of the Order of Pure Sensibility. (B. J. 
Muller-Thym) II (1940) 315-348 

--, St. Thomas and Christian -. (D. L. Greenstock) 
XIII (1950) 1-15 

--, The Dynamics of Christian-. (W. D. Hughes op) 
XV (195~) ~47-~88 

Perry, Value, Beauty and Professor-. (H. E. Cory) IV (194~) 1-40 
Personalism,-, Thomism and Epistemology. (J. A. Creaven sma) 

VIII {1945) 1-~6 
--, The Doctrine of God in -. (J. A. Creaven sma) 

XIV (1951) 161-~16 
Philosophical, The- Approach to God in Thomism. (H. Carpenter op) 

I (1989) 45-61 
Philosophy, The Mansions of Thomistic-. (R. E. Brennan op) 

I (1989) 6~-79 
--, Introduction to-. (W. H. Kane op) I (1989) 198-~1~ 
--, Outline of a - of Art. (A. J. Steiss) II {1940) 14-58 
--, Some Suggestions on the Respective Spheres of Science and -. 

(H. Veatch) III (1941) 177-~16 
--, The- of Language. (L. Lachance op) IV (194~) 547-588 
--, On Maritain's Political -. (W. Gurian) V (1948) 7-~~ 
--, Maritain's - of the Sciences. (Y. B. Simon) V (1948) 85-10~ 
--,The Nature and Extent of the- of Nature. (W. H. Kane op) 

VII (1944) ~04-~8~ 
--, Science and -. (A. J. McNicholl op) VIII (1945) 68-180 
--, Toward a- of Physical Instruments. (V. E. Smith) 

X (1947) 307-333 
--, Kierkegaard and Christian-. (J. Collins) XIV (1951) 441-465 

Physical, Toward a Philosophy of- Instruments. (V. E. Smith) 
X {1947) 307-333 

--,- Metaphysics. (A. J. McNicholl op) XII (1949) 4~5-478 

Pius X, Blessed - and Theology. (J. M. Egan op) XIV (1951) 313-3~~ 

Place, The- of Religious Sentiment in St. Thomas. (M. B. Mailhiot op) 
IX (1946) ~~-65, ~~~-~65 

--,The- of Holy Scripture in the Theology of St. Thomas. (J. Van 
der Ploeg op) X (1947) 898-4~~ 

--, No - for Rain. (W. Farrell op) XII {1949) 897-4~4 

--, The- of Tradition in the Theology of St. Thomas. (G. Geenen 
op) XV {195~) 110-185 

Places, The- of the Assumption. (F. M. Abel op) XIV (1951) 109-117 
Plato,- and the Poets. (J. A. Mourant) XIII {1950) ~49-~70 
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Platonic, The- Theory of the Continuum. (T. Greenwood) 
VII {1944) 179-203 

--, -Theory of Inspiration. (A. E. Vassilion) XIV 1951) 466-489 
Plotinus',- Quest of Happiness. ('G. Carriere omi) XIV (1951) 217-237 
Poetry, The Role of the Imagination in the Making of -. (Sr. Jeanne 

Marie Lyons op) II (1940) 344-372 
Poets, Plato and the -. (J. A. Mourant) XIII (1950) 249-270 
Political, On Maritain's - Philosophy. (W. Gurian) V (1943) 7-22 
Portals, The - of Doubt. (E. P. Farrell op) VIII {1945) 293-368 
Position, The - of Mathematics in the Hierarchy of Speculative Science. 

(J. F. Whittaker op) III (1941) 467-506 
Possibility, Time and the- of an Eternal World. (J. F. Anderson) 

XV. (1952) 136-161 
Practical, Instinctive Estimation of - Values. (W. A. Gerhard) 

VIII (1945) 185-232 
Pricing, The Morality of Basing-Point-. (R. Jancauskas sj) 

XV (1952) 349-373 
Priest, The Fatherhood of the-. (T. E. Hennessy op) X (1947) 271-306 
Primacy, Idealism: The- of the Good. (W. A. Gerhard) 

XIII (1950) 16-49 
Principle, Cognitive Aspects of the Heisenberg -. (V. E. Smith) 

XII (1949) 474-499 
Principles, The First- of Changeable Being. (W. H. Kane op) 

VIII (1945) 27-67 
Privileges, The Assumption Among Mary's -. (K. J. Healy ocarm) 

XIV {1951) 72-92 
Problem, The- of Species. (M. J. Adler) 

I (1939) 80-122, 237-270, 381-443; 
II {11940) 88-155, 237-300 

--, Solution of the - of Species. (M. J. Adler) ITI (1941) 279-379 
--, The- of Perception. (N. Mailloux op) IV (1942) 266-285 
--, The- of Meaning. (J. A. Oesterle) VI (1943) 180-229 
--, Another Approach to the - of Meaning. (J. A. Oesterle) 

VII (1944) 233-263 
Problems, Theological - of 'Conversion. (C. F. Pauwels op) 

Propositional, Basic Confusions in Current 
Veatch) 

Protection, The Rejection and - of Faith. 

XI (1948) 409-423 
Notions of - Calculi. (H. 

XIV (1951) 238-258 
(P. F. Mulhern op) 

III (1941) 33-44 
Providence, -. (W. R. Thompson) V (1943) 229-245 
Prudence, The Intellectual Virtue of -. (W. A. Gerhard) 

VIII (1945) 413-456 
Psychical, The Effects of Bodily Temperament on - Characteristics. 

(L. M. Bond op). Cf. Bodily. 
Psy~hology, Modern- and Man. (R. E. Brennan op) III (1941) 8-32 
Public,- Opinion, Determinism and Free Will. (W. A. Gerhard) 

IX (1946) 172-185 
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Rain, No Place for-. (W. Farrell op) XII (1949) 397-4~4 

Rebuilding, The- of Man. (G. Vann op) IX (1946) l-~1 
Reference, Thomism as Frame of-. (D. C. O'Grady) I (1939) ~13-~36 
Rejection, The -.,- and Protection of Faith. (P. F. Mulhern op) 

III (1941) 33-44 
Religion, Dr. Northrop, Technology and -. (J. B. McAllister) 

XII(l948) 336-362 
Religious, The Humanitarian versus the - Attitude. (A. Kolnai) 

VI (1944) 4~9-557 
--, The Place of- Sentiment in St. Thomas. (M. B. Mailhiot op) 

IX (1946) ~~-65, ~~~-~65 
Reply, A-: The Demonstration of God's Existence. (H. T. Schwartz) 

VI (1943) 19-48 
Representative, The Fate of- Government. (W. Farrell op) 

II (1940) 175-207 
Review, Concerning a" Critical-." (J. Maritain) HI (1941) 45-53 
Revival, Claude! and the Catholic-. (L. S. Bondy osb) 

v (1943) 171-187 
Role, The - of the Imagination in the Making of Poetry. (Sr. Jeanne 

Marie Lyons op) II (1940) 344-37£ 
--, The- of Sacramental Grace in Christian Life. (C. B. Crowley op) 

II (1940) 519-545 
--, The- of Dogma in Judaism. (L. Finkelstein) V (1943) 103-HO 

Roots, The- of Obligation. (W. Farrell op) I (1939) 14-30 
Rosary, Fatima: The - and the Immaculate Heart of Mary. (M. 

Llamera op) XIII (1950) 453-527 
Sacramental, The Role of- Grace in Christian Life. (C. B. Crowley op) 

II (1940) 519-545 
--, The Configuration of the - Character. (J. S. McCormack) 

VII (1944) 458-491 
--, - Incorporation in the Mystical Body. (J. T. Dittoe op) 

!}( (1946) 469-514 
--, -Signification. (A. J. McNicholl op) X {1947) 334-348 

Salamanca, The Law of Nations and the - School of Theology. (J. M. 
De Aguilar op) IX (1946) l86-fl21 

Sartre's, The Inconsistency of Jean Paul - Logic. (M. Blonde!) 
X (1947) 393-397 

Scheler, Max- and the Faith. (J. M. Oesterreicher) XII (1950) 135-203 
School, The Law of Nations and the Salamanca - of Theology. (J. M. 

De Aguilar op) IX (1946) 186-2£1 
Schools, Patristic - in the Summa. (N. Halligan op) 

VII (1944) 271-3fl2, 505-543 
Science, Some Suggestions on the Respective Spheres of- and Philosophy. 

(H. Veatch) HI (1941) 177-216 
--, The Position of Mathematics in the Field of Speculative-. (J. F. 

Whittaker op) HI (1941) 467-506 
--, -and Philosophy. (A. J. McNichoU op) VIII (1925) 68-130 
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Sciences, Maritain's Philosophy of the -. (Y. B. Simon) V (1943) 85-10~ 
Scripture, The Place of Holy - in the Theology of St. Thomas. (J. Van 

der Ploeg op) X (1947) 398-422 
Search, Meditation and the- for God. (J. M. Egan op) 

III (1941) 450-466 
--, In- of a Happy Ending. (P. H. Conway op) IV (1942) 41-69 
--, The- for the Intelligible Good. (J. F. Keleher) 

VII (1944) 492-504 
Sense, The Common-, Perfection of the Order of Pure Sensibility. (B. J. 

Muller-Thym) II {1940) 315-343 
--, Languages and- Perception. (M. W. Hess} X (1947) 56-74 

Sensibility, The Common Sense, Perfection of the Order of Pure -. (B. J. 
Muller-Thym) 315-343 

Sentiment, The Place of Religious -in St. Thomas. (M. B. Mailhiot op) 
IX (1946) 22-65, 222-265 

Significance, The - of Current Criticisms of the Syllogism. (H. Veatch) 
XV (1952) 624-641 

Signification, Sacramental -. (A. J. McNichol! op) X (1947) 334-348 
Silence, On Darkness,- and the Nought. (R. Allers) IX (1946) 515-572 
Sin, The Ultimate End of Venial-. (A. J. McNicholl op) 

II (1940) 373-409 
Social, - Unity and the Individual. (C. Miltner esc) I (1939) 31-44 
--, The Field of -Justice. (P. Hyland op) I (1939) 295-330 
--, Charity and the- Order. Cf. Charity. (L.A. Ryan op) 
--, The Virtue of- Justice and International Life. (F. E. McMahon) 

v (1943) 55-60 
--, The - Character of Heavenly Beatitude. (R. C. Petry) 

VII (1941) 65-79 
Socrates, - and Greek Wisdom. (X. Zubiri) VII (1941) 1~64 
Solution,- of the Problem of Species. (M .• J. Adler) III (1941) 279-379 
Soteriology, Thomistic - and the Mystical Body. (E. Sauras op) 

XV (1952) 543-57:1. 
Soul, Mystici Corporis and the- of the Church. (J. I. McGuiness op) 

XI (1948) 18-27 
Species, The Problem of -. Cf. Problem. 
--, Solution of the Problem of -. Cf. Solution. 

Speculative, The Position of Mathematics in the Hierarachy of - Science. 
(J. F. Whittaker op) HI (1941) 467-506 

Spheres, Some Suggestions on the Respective - ·of Science and Philosophy. 
(H. Veatch) HI (1941) 177-216 

Spiritual, The Assumption in the - Life. (M. D. Philippe op) 
XIV (1951) 93-108 

States, The - of Life. (J. Fearon op) XII (1949) 1-16 
Structure, Concerning Some Views on the - of Mathematics. (E. H. 

Larguier sj) IV (1942) 431-445 
Studies, Two- in Metaphysics. (J. F. Anderson) III (1941) 564-587 
Suarezian, The Basis of the - Teaching on Human Freedom. (T. U. Mul­

laney op). Cf. Basis. 
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Suggestions, Some- on the Respective Spheres of Science and Philosophy. 
(H. Veatch). III (1941) 177-216 

Summa, Patristic Schools in the -. (N. Halligan op) 
vn (1944) 271-322, 505-543 

Sword, Pen and- versus God. (P. H. Conway op and J. C. Osbourn op) 
VI (1943) 285-317 

Syllogism, The Significance of Current Criticisms of the -. (H. Veatch) 
XV (1952) 624--641 

Teaching, The Basis of the Suarezian - on Human Freedom. (T. U. 
Mullaney op). Cf. Basis. 

Technology, Dr. Northrop, - and Religion. (J. B. McAllister) 
){II (1948) 336-362 

Temperament, The Effects of Bodily - on Psychical Characteristics. 
(L. M. Bond op). Cf. Bodily. 

Theological, The - Ingredients of Peace. (J. C. Osbourn op) 
v (1943) 23-54 

--, - Problems of Conversion. (C. F. Pauwels op) 
){I (1948) 409-423 

Theology, The Interpretation of the Conjugal Act and the -of Marriage. 
(B. Lavaud op) I (Hl39) 360-380 

--, Toward a- of Woman. (B. Lavaud op) II (1940) 459-518 
--, The Law of Nations and the Salamanca School of -. (J. M. 

DeAguilar op) IX (1946) 186-221 
--, The Place of Holy Scripture in the- of St. Thomas. (J. Vander 

Ploeg op) X (1947) 398--422 
--, Thomism and the New-. (D. L. Greenstock) 

XIII (1950) 567-596 
--, Blessed Pius X and -. (J. M. Egan op) XIV (1951) 313-322 
--, The Place of Tradition in the- of St. Thomas. (G. Geenen op) 

Theories, Contemporary- of Man. (J. Collins) 
Theory, The- of Democracy. Cf. Democracy. 
--, The - of Oligarchy: Edmund Burke. 

l{V (1952) 110-135 
xu (1949) 17-47 

(R. M. Hutchins) 
v (1943) 61-78 

--, The Platonic - of the Continuum. (T. Greenwood) 
VII {1944) 179-203 

--, The Platonic - of Inspiration. (A. E. Vassilion) 
XIV (1951) 466-487 

Thomas, Humility according to St.-. (R. Garrigou-Lagrange op) 
I (1939) ~-13 

--, The Place of Religious Sentiment in St. -. (M. B. Mailhiot op) 
IX (1946) 22-65, 222-265 

--, The Place of Holy Scripture in the - of St. Thomas. (J. Van der 
Ploeg op) . X (1947) 398-422 

--, St. - and Christian Perfection. (D. L. Greenstock) 
XIII (1950) 1-15 

--, Hope and Charity in St.-. (P. DeLetter sj) 
XIII (1950) 204-248, 325-352 
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~-, The Authority of St. -. (S. Ramirez op) XV (195~) 1-109 
--, The Place of Tradition in the Theology of St.-. (G. Geenen op) 

XV (195~) 110-135 
Thomism, The Philosophical Approach to God in-. (H. Carpenter op) 

I (1939) 45-61 
--, -as a Frame of Reference. (D. C. O'Grady) I (1939) ~13-£36 
--, Living-. (E. Chapman) IV (194~) 369-387 
--, Dante and -. (D. Sargent) V (1943) ~56-~64 
--,John Dewey and Modern-. (W. O'Meara) V (1943) 308-:'HS 
--, Personalism,- and Epistemology. (J. A. Creaven sma) 

VIII (l9·M) 1-~6 
--, -and the New Theology. (D. L. Greenstock) 

JCIII (1950) 567-596 
Thomistic, The Mansions of - Philosophy. (R. E. Brennan ap) 

I (1939) 6~-79 
--, A- Analysis of Peace. (F. E. McMahon) I (1939) 169-19~ 
--, The- Concept of Devotion. (J. W. Curran op) 

II (1940) 410-443, 546-580 
--, The- Concept of Culture. (R. E. Brennan op) 

v (1943) lll-136 
--, - Soteriology and the Mystical Body. (E. §auras op) 

XV {195~) 543-571 
Thought,-, Volition and the Organism. (T. Gilby op) II (1940) l-Ull 
--, Man in Medieval-. (C. Pepler op) XII (1948) 136-154 

Time,- and the Possibility of an Eternal World. (J. F. Anderson) 
XV (1952) 136-161 

Tradition, The Place of- in the Theology of St. Thomas. (G. Geenen op) 
XV (1952) 110-135 

Tribunal's, The Bases of the International Military - Authority. (J. P. 
Kenny op) XI (1948) 197-~17 

Twentieth,- Century Apostle. (W. Farrell op) X (1947) 133-158 
Ultimate, The- End of Venial Sin. (A. J. McNicholl op) 

II (1940) 373-409 
Understanding, The Distinctive Nature of the Gift of-. (J. I. McGuiness 

op) III (1941) 217-278 
Unity, Social- and the Individual. (C. Miltner esc) I (1939) 31-44 
Unity, The - in the Universe according to Alfred N. Whitehead. (E. J. 

Lintz) VI (1943) 135-179, 318-366 
--, The - of Logic. (T. Greenwood) VIII (1945) 457--470 

Universe, The Unity in the - according to Alfred N. Whitehead. (E. J. 
Lintz) VI (1943) 135-179, 318-366 

Value,-, Beauty and Professor Perry. (H. E. Cory) IV (194~) 1-40 
--, The- of Creation. (J. F. Keleher) VIII (1945) 233-243 

Values, Instinctive Estimation of Practical -. (W. A. Gerhard) 
VIII (1945) 185-232 

Venial, The Ultimate End of- Sin. (A. J. McNicholl op) 
II (1940) 373-409 
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Virtue, The- of Social Justice and International Life. (F. E. McMahon) 
v {1948) 55--60 

--, The- of Humility. (J. S. Carlson op) 
VII (1941) 185-178, 868-414 

--;The Intellectual - of Prudence. (W. A. Gerhard) 
V1II {1945) 418-456 

--, The- of Docility. (R. Smith op) XV {1952) 512--628 
Virtues, The Militant Christian -. (H. I. Smith op) IV (1942) 198-220 
--, -of the Household. (W. Farrell op) IX (1946} 887-878 
--, Notes on the Connection of the-. (P. Lumbreras op) 

XI (1948) 218-240 
Vitoria, The International Community according to Francis de -. (H. 

Munoz op) X (1947) l-55 
Volition, Though,- and the Organism. (T. Gilby op} II (1940) 1-18 
War, Dialectics of- and Peace. (J. T. Delos op} 

XIII (1950) 805-824, 52So--566 
Ways,- to Know God. (E. Stein) IX (1949} 879-420 
Whitehead, The Unity in the Universe according to Alfred N. -. (E. J. 

Lintz} VI (1948) 185-177, 818-866 
Will, Public Opinion, Determinism and Free-. (W. A. Gerhard) 

IX (1946) 172-185 
--, Natural Necessitation of the Human-. (R. P. Sullivan op) 

. XIV (1951) 851-899, 490-528 
Wisdom, The- that is Mary. (C. D. DeKoninck) VI (1948) 1-18 
--, Socrates and Greek -. (X. Zubiri) VII (1944} 1--64 

Woman, Toward a Theology of -. (B. Lavaud op} II (1940} 459-518 
World, The Assumption in the Modern-. (F. J. Sheen) 

XIV (1951} 81-40 
--,Hegelianism and the Making of the Modern-. (M. W. Hess) 
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T HERE is perhaps no theological problem of more actual 
import today than that of the Mystical Body. In 
recent years excellent treatises have been written on 

this subject and Pope Pius XII has placed in relief its doc­
trinal and spiritual importance in the encyclical Mystiei Cor­
poris. The content of the doctrine of the Mystical Body is 
essentially psychological and is expressed in vital, realistic and 
impressive formulas. St. Paul, for example, repeats more than 
once that Christ is our life,1 that Christ is formed in us,2 that 
we are the fullness of Christ,S and that all of us form with Him 
one new man/ one Christ.5 St. Augustine repeats the Pauline 
expressions and adds other that are extraordinarily expressive: 
Christ is not only the Head, but also the body; the total or 

1 Gal. ft :ftO. 
• Gal. 4:19. 

"Eph. I :ft3. 
• Eph. ft : 13-15. 
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• I Cor. 1ft : 12. 

[5
0.

37
.6

7.
13

9]
   

P
ro

je
ct

 M
U

S
E

 (
20

24
-0

2-
05

 2
2:

40
 G

M
T

) 
 L

og
in

 'S
tr

id
er

C
K

G
'



544 EMILIO SAURAS 

integral Christ consists of head and body; Christ is ourselves 
and we are Christ; He and we form the one beloved Son of God. 

Some have said that scholastic theology and its great 
masters were not able rightly to develop the dogma of our 
incorporation in Christ because this dogma has an eminently 
and vital psychological character, whereas the Scholastics were 
given more to the study of being rather than life. They grasped 
very well the dogmas of the Trinity, the hypostatic union, and 
the real presence in the Eucharist because in expressing these 
dogmas they could use the metaphysical notions of relation, 
subsistence, hypostasis, person, essence and nature. But they 
were not prepared to expound a truth of so distinct a character 
as that of our vivification through Christ. This is especially 
true because the revealed formulas which express this dogma 
do not have as determined and concrete a meaning as do those 
which express the other dogmatic truths just mentioned; and 
the theologians of the Schools loved precision and avoided 
vague and indefinite formulas. Hence it is not strange that 
the doctrine of the Mystical Body should have suffered an 
eclipse in the time of Scholasticism and that we should find it 
necessary to return to the Fathers to obtain a more finished and 
exact idea. 

Such opinions have frequently been expressed but they are 
far from being exact. The truth of the matter is that scholastic 
theology expresses the one and the same truth with more exact 
formulas. Therefore, instead of speaking of the " full Christ " 
o:r the " total Christ," it speaks of the " mystical person of 
Christ." The word " person " gives a much more precise mean­
ing than totality or plenitude. Furthermore, the Scholastics 
do not say that Christ is ou:r life, but that our grace is a 
participation in His grace. 

Restricting ourselves to St. Thomas, we can state with all 
assurance that the Angelic Doctor has effected a remarkable 
synthesis of all sote:riology by using the doctrine of ou:r incor­
poration in Christ. For the redemption has two aspects: the 
first is called objective :redemption or redemption effected; the 
second is called subjective or applied redemption" The first 
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was realized by the works which Christ performed while in 
the world; the second, by the sacraments which He instituted 
to apply to us the fruits of objective redemption. 

The realization of the work of redemption is explained by 
the fact that Christ is the Head of humanity and therefore, 
endowed with capital grace. In fact, the redemption was ef­
fected by the classical five-fold way mentioned in theology: the 
way of merit, of atonement, of redemption, of sacrifice, and 
of efficiency.6 And if Christ was able to merit, atone and 
sacrifice for us, and to redeem us and accomplish our salvation 
efficiently, it was because He possessed capital grace and be­
cause we are His members.7 

Subjective or applied redemption is also explained by the 
headship of Christ and our incorporation in Him as Head. This 
redemption is principally realized through the sacraments. 
Sacramental grace sanctifies or redeems us not only because 
it bestows on us the divinizing element and makes us sharers 
in the divine life, but also because it bestows on us the Chris­
tianizing element, making us share in the perfections of Christ 
in Whom it incorporates us by means of the sacraments, as 
St. Thomas teaches.8 

Therefore, not only did the doctrine of our incorporation in 
Christ suffer no eclipse during the period of Scholasticism, but 
on the contrary, St. Thomas so much appreciated its impor­
tance that the entire third part of the Summa, aU of his Chris­
tology, is explained only on the presupposition of Christ's head­
s.hip and our incorporation in Him as His members. Even more, 
St. Thomas summarizes the whole of Pauline theology in this 
one truth, for as he says in the prologue of his commentary on 
the Epistles of St. Paul: 

He wrote fourteen Epistles, of which nine contain teachings directed 
to the churches of the Gentiles; four, to prelates and princes; and 

6 Cf. Summa Theol., III, q. 48. 
7 In regard to merit, cf. III, q. 19, a. 4; q. 48, a. l; concerning satisfaction, cf. 

III, q. 48, a.~, ad 1; in regard to liberation, cf. I-II, q. 49, a. 1; concerning sacrifice, 
cf. IiH, q. ~2, a. 1, ad 3; and concerning efficiency, cf. III, q. 8, a. I, ad I. 

8 III, q. 62, a. 2. 
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one, to the people of IsraeL And all these teachings concern the 
grace of Christ, which can be considered in three ways: first, 
according to the manner in which it is in the Head, that is, in 
Christ, and this the Apostle expounds in his Epistle to the Hebrews; 
secondly, according to the manner in which it is in the principal 
members of the Mystical Body, and he does this in his Epistles 
directed to the prelates; thirdly, according to the manner in which 
it is in the Mystical Body itself, which is the Church, and he uses 
this in his Epistles to the Gentiles.9 

We believe, then, that it is not only useful but even necessary 
to expound the doctrine of the Mystical Body by following 
the authoritative and exceptional methods of St. Thomas. He 
clarifies the dogma with a special light and he would wish us 
to be able to see and to make known something of what he 
himself has taught us. To follow some kind of order, we shall 
divide our treatment of the subject into four sections: 1) In 
what sense Christ is Head of the Mystical Body; 2) The 
vivifying element of the Head and the members of this Body; 
3) How the life of the Head is communicated to the members; 
4) The means of communicating this life. 

We shall see that St. Thomas is original in regard to the 
first point; namely, in determining the element by which the 
dignity of headship is attributed to Christ. And since his 
doctrinal summary is not an empirical summary of affirma­
tions and proofs, but follows a rigorously logical process, we 
shall see this originality necessarily reflected in the other 
succeeding points. 

1. CHRIST As HEAD OF THE MYSTICAL BoDY 

Christ is a very complex being. There are in Him parts 
which are substantially divine, such as the nature of God and 
the Person of the Word; there are other parts which are sub­
stantially human, such as His body and the human soul which 
informs it. Finally, there are accidental elements, such as 
habitual grace, the infused virtues, capital grace, human 
perfections, etc, 

9 Comment. in Epist. Sti. Pauli, Proem. 
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When it is stated that Christ is Head of the Mystical Body 
there is no doubt that this headship pertains to Him in His 
totality: as man united to the divine Person and with all the 
natural and supernatural perfections which adorn Him. But 
this is not what we are seeking; rather we are seeking the 
formal reason why this particular subject or totality is con­
stituted Head of the human race. For St. Thomas this for­
mality is not something substantially divine; it is neither the 
divine nature nor the Person of the Word. It is a divine but 
accidental perfection which, as accidental, is received in Christ's 
human nature, for God has no accidents. Consequently, the 
headship is attributed to_ Christ insofar as He is a man per­
fected by a divine element which is distinct from the Person 
of the Word. In other words, Christ is Head insofar as He is 
a man supernaturalized by means of capital grace and not 
precisely as the incarnate o:r humanized God. 

This does not mean that the headship of Christ prescinds 
from the hypostatic union. It presupposes and connotes it, 
since headship is given as a consequence 
But to presuppose and connote the hypostatic union is not the 
same as to say that this union formally constitutes the head­
ship" Christ's headship is not constituted by the hypostatic 
union and therefore it is not predicated of Him precisely as 
the God-man; :rather it is constituted by capital grace and is 
predicated of Christ considered as man. This is the thought 
of St. Thomas" He alone thought this way in his day and to 
reach this conclusion he had to rectify the traditional teaching 
of the Schools. 

The common opinion in the time of St" Thomas was that 
the headship pertained to Christ by reason of His double status 
as God and man. Even the Angelic Doctor, in his early writ­
ings, did not disagree with this manner of thinking, although 
even at the beginning he points out with sufficient clarity what 
appeared to him to be incompatible in this line of reasoning" 
But in the Summa Theologiae he corrects this thought 
completely. 

Various enumerations of the :requisites for headship are still 
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preserved, for the writers of the Middle Ages composed more 
than one. Nevertheless it is not difficult to comprise all of 
them in two elements: primacy of life in relation to the mem­
bers and homogeneity of nature with the members. We pre­
suppose that one is here treating of a supernatural life and 
nature; more concretely, of a life and nature in the order of 
grace. Hence headship belongs to one who has the primacy 
of supernatural life and at the same time possesses a unity 
of nature and life with those of whom he is said to be the head. 

The primacy of supernatural life has many manifestations, 
but these are the principal ones: primacy of order, of perfection, 
of external influence or government, of internal influence or 
life. Whoever exercises any of these four types of primacy 
fulfills the first of the two conditions required for headship. If 
moreover, he possesses the second-homogeneity of nature 
with the members-he can in all exactness be called the head. 

Now according to many early theologians, primacy belongs 
to Christ by reason of His status as God and He enjoys homo­
geneity of nature with us by reason of His condition as man. 
Consequently, headship is attributed to the composite, the 
union of the divine Person and human nature. He is Head 
principally by reason of His divine Person and secondarily by 
reason of His status as man, or vice versa, according as one 
maintains that the headship demands more primacy than 
homo~eneity or, on the contrary, that. homogeneity plays a 
more important role than primacy. Likewise, there are not 
lacking those who would say that the dignity of headship is 
equally divided between the divine Person and the human 
nature because both are equally necessary for the capital dig­
nity. Such were the various opinions in vogue when St. Thomas 
approached the question. 

If one considers the condition of primacy, says the Angelic 
Doctor, it can be said that Christ is Head because He is God. 
Actually, since He is God, He has the fulness of divinity and 
for that reason He is first in the order of perfection; He exer­
cises over us a vital and sanctifying influence, and He governs 
us, directing us to Himself. Thus one can find in Christ the 
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four types of primacy listed above: " Christ can be said to be 
the Head ... according to His divine nature because according 
to that nature He has the plenitude of divinity, as the Apostle 
says (Colos. 9l: 9), whence He is over all things God, blessed 
forever (Rom. 9 : 5) and from Him as God comes all spiritual 
grace to us and likewise as God He directs us to Himself." 10 

But the four manifestations of primacy in the divine life 
are also found in the Father and the Holy Ghost and for this 
reason the other two Persons have an equal right to be called 
Head of the Church. St. Thomas states this in the same article. 

Finally, these four manifestations of primacy are also veri­
fied of Christ's humanity, though less perfectly, and therefore 
His humanity also enjoys primacy of order, of perfection, of 
influence and of government. It enjoys primacy of order be­
cause is occupies the first place from the moment that it was 
elevated to hypostatic union with the Person of the Word; of 
perfection, because just as all the senses are radicated in the 
head, so in Christ-man are contained all graces and gifts; of 
vital influence, because from Him we receive the sense of faith 
and the movement of charity, as St. John states when he 
affirms that through Jesus Christ come all grace and truth; of 
government, because by His example and doctrine He directs 
us in our daily advance to God.11 

However, the second condition required for headship is found 
only in the humanity of Christ. The head and the members 
must be of the same nature and the same life; thus the head of 
man and his members enjoy human nature and human life, 
though each exercises different functions, some noble, others 
lowly. We use as a starting point the fact that the nature of 
the members is human and that man's supernatural life is 
accidental or participated" It is, therefore, necessary to ap­
proach Christ as man, sanctified by grace, to find this condition 
of homogeneity with the members. Christ's humanity had a 
divine personality, but His formal sanctification in esse naturae 
was not effected by the Person of the Word, but by individual 
and capital accidental grace. 

10 Ill Sent .• d. Ul, q. ~'<!, a. l. n Ibid. 
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It is necessary to recall at this point the Thomistic doctrine 
on the specific unity of sanctifying grace. All sanctifying grace 
belongs to the one ontological species and there are strong 
reasons in support of this affirmation which it is not necessary 
to treat here. From this principle is deduced the fact that the 
capital grace which formally sanctified the humanity of Christ 
placed it in a category of sanctity or life specifically identical 
with that in which men are when they possess sanctifying grace. 
We say "life specifically identical" but it is to be noted that 
we do not refer to an identity of the moral species. Under one 
and the same ontological or metaphysical species there are 
various moral species and this diversity exists in sanctifying 
grace. The capital grace of the Head and the individual grace 
of the members belong to diverse moral species, just as do the 
specifically human life of a member of society who has the 
office of commanding and the life of him whose duty it is to 
obey. 

All this leads to the following logical conclusion: the homo­
geneity of life which must prevail between the Head and the 
members is not actually verified between God and ourselves 
because God has substantial divinity and ours is accidental. 
On the other hand, this homogeneity is verified between our­
selves and Christ the God-man; hence He must be Head inso­
far as He is man. But the primacy, and especially the primacy 
of vital influence which is more specifically capital, although 
it is verified in both Christ-man and Christ-God, is especially 
verified in Christ-God. 

In the time of St. Thomas it was common to attribute a 
moral efficacy to the humanity of Christ in the communication 
of grace, reserving the efficient or factual (factiva) efficacy 
to the divinity. Through His human nature supematuralized 
by capital grace Christ merits, satisfies and sacrifices and 
all this is to cooperate in a moral mannet; but He confers 
grace through His divine power and this is to intervene in an 
efficient manner. Now since the influence which the Head 
exercises on the members is efficient and physical, besides being 
moral, it follows that the primacy of the vital influence re-
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quired for headship would not be fully given in the humanity 
of Christ. Therefore, it was necessary to appeal to His divinity 
and this explains the prevalent opinion that Christ is Head of 
the Mystical Body both as God and as man, but per modum 
untus. 

As we have already seen, in his commentary on the Sentences 
St. Thomas admits the headship of Christ as God and as man, 
and he continued to hold the same opinion in De V eritate. But 
he seems to teach this simply because it had always been so 
taught and also because he had learned it from his master, St. 
Albert the Great. Yet in spite of saying that the capital dignity 
is shared between Christ-God and Christ-man, he proposes the 
question in the following manner: " Whether Christ as Man is 
head of the Church " and in the conclusion he says: " properly 
speaking He is head according to His human nature." 12 

In the Summa, however, St. Thomas does not say precisely 
that the headship pertains formally to Christ as God. He 
treats the point in the section where he discusses those things 
that were coassumed Christ.13 The Word assumed uu.<ua.u 

nature and coassumed definite perfections and defects of the 
same, and among the coassumed perfections is that of capital 
dignityo14 The headship, therefore, is something that pertains 
to Christ as mano Sto Thomas repeats this in the very state~ 
ment of the problem, placing it in the form of a doubt: " It 
would seem that it does not belong to Christ as man to be 
Head of the Church"" 15 Then throughout the entire article 
and in the answers to the objections he insists that the head­
ship is assumed by the human nature, ending the answer to the 
third objection in the words: « Christ is likened to the Head 
in His visible nature in which man is set over man." 16 

This is the definitive thought of the Angelic Doctor" In 
order to substantiate it, he had recourse to a doctrine taught 
by the Greek Fathers, specifically by SL John Damascene, 
according to which the assumed human nature was an instru­
ment of the divinity" Some Fathers did not think it opportune 

12 Ibid. 14 Ibid., q. 8. 16 Ibid., ad 3. 
13 Ill, qq. 7-15. 15 Ibid., a. 1, obj. L 
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to say this, because of the possible Nestorian interpretation 
which the expression might have. If it is affirmed that the 
human nature is the instrument of God then, since any instru­
ment has a hypostasis distinct from that of the principal cause, 
the humanity of Christ will have a personality distinct from 
that of the Word.17 Nevertheless, the Angelic Doctor affirms 
that Christ as man is the instrument of the Word because 
there are some instruments which have the same substance as 
the principal cause (the arm of the body, for example). This 
is true of Christ's human nature, which is a united or con­
joined instrument and therefore it does not have a distinct 
subsistence but subsists in the subsistence of the Word. Hence, 
if the two conditions required for headship; i. e., unity of life 
with the members and primacy of vital influence, can be verified 
in Christ's humanity, then His humanity alone constitutes Him 
as our Head. 

That Christ as man possesses unity of life with us is evident 
and no author has ever doubted it. That He also exercises a 
vital influence which the Head exercises on the members was 
an uncertain point up to the time of St. Thomas. True, an 
influence of a moral character had been attributed to Christ's 
humanity, but not that of an efficient character; and headship 
requires an efficient influence. It had been maintained, as we 
have seen, that this efficiency was something exclusive to God 
and on this point headship had to be attributed to the 
divinity. But as soon as it is stated that Christ's human nature 
is an instrument of the divinity, there is placed in it an efficient 
causality which is dependent and participated, it is true, but 
efficient none the less. 

He (Christ) has the power of bestowing grace on all the members 
of the Church, according· to John 1: 16: Of His fulness we have aU 
received. And" thus it is plain that Christ is fittingly called the 
Head of the Church.18 

To give grace or the Holy Ghost belongs to Christ as He is God, 
authoritatively; but instrumentally it belongs also to Him as man, 

17 Ibid., q. ~, a. 6, ad 4. 18 Ibid., q. 8, a. l (reduced) 
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inasmuch as His manhood is the instrument of His Godhead. And 
hence by the power of the Godhead His actions were beneficial, 
i.e. by causing grace in us, both meritoriously and efficiently.19 

As is evident, the Angelic Doctor continues to think that for 
headship it is necessary to have the two conditions to which we 
have frequently alluded: homogeneity of life and primacy of 
vital influence. He also continues to think that the first con­
dition is fulfilled in Christ as man and the second condition, 
in Christ as God principally and in Christ as man instrument­
ally or secondarily. This is his innovation by virtue of which 
he applied to the humanity of Christ not only moral causality 
which had always been attributed to it, but also efficient 
causality which is characteristic of the Head. 

The conclusion which St. Thomas drew is dear: since the two 
conditions for headship are verified in the humanity of Christ, 
it is necessary to say that Christ is Head precisely as man. But 
'this conclusion must be rightly understood. It does not mean 
that one prescinds from the Person of the Word and from the 
hypostatic union, but only that these elements not enter as 
the formal constitutive of headship. It is certain that accord­
ing to the present providence of God the Christ-man was con­
stituted Head because He was assumed by the Word, but this 
assumption is not the formal constitutive of headship; the con­
stitutive reason is the social grace with which the assumed 
humanity was sanctified. 

Neither does this mean that the humanity as Head is the 
fontal cause of the grace which is communicated to us, the 
members. To be a fontal cause, says St. Thomas, is not a 
necessary requisite for headship and as a matter of fact in 
humanis the head is not the primary principle of the life which 
is communicated to the members.20 

19 Ibid., ad l (reduced). 
20 De Verit., q. 29, a. 4, "One can be understood to influence in a spiritual sense 

and manner in two ways: in one way as a principal agent . . . in another 
instrumentally. And thus even the humanity of Christ is the cause of the aforesaid 
influence . . . And this seems to suffice for the nature of head. For the head of 
the natural body does not have influence on the members except by reason of 
hidden power." 
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The consequences of the change introduced by St. Thomas 
are of great transcendence and are perceived in the entire 
development of the doctrine of the Mystical Body. At :first it 
may seem that they minimize the doctrine, since they leave to 
one. side the headship of God in order to postulate that of 
Christ as man, but we shall see presently that the Thomistic 
innovation greatly ennobles the mystery of our incorporation 
in Christ. 

2. THE VIviFYING ELEMENT IN THE MYsTICAL BoDY 

We have just determined the thought of St. Thomas on the 
headship of Christ, saying that it pertains to Him formally as 
man. One refers, of course, to a headship in the order of grace 
and consequently of grace as divine and participated by man. 
In a word, we :refer to the precisely Christian life. This detail 
is aU-important, 

If Christ were our Head precisely as God, He would be so 
because of certain characteristics which are essentially divine. 
The vital element which would be derived from Him and which 
would be transferred to us through the influence of His head­
ship would be the divinity itself as participable, for it is evident 
that a cause always places in the effect a reflection of what 
it is in itself. H the cause, or he who produces the vital 
influence, is God, that which He effects in the terminus, our­
selves, will be an element which is essentially divine: grace 
precisely as a formal participation in the nature, the being and 
the perfections of God; grace precisely as elevating and 
divinizing. 

That is a great deal, but it is not all. If the Head exerted 
His influence on the members precisely as lie is God, then our 
relation to the Head of ·the Mystical Body would be the same 
as that of the" angels. But such is not the case. To see this 
clearly it is necessary to :recall that grace, which is formally 
divinizing, is virtually much more in additiono It is not strange 
that this should be so because the same thing is true of God 
Himself. God also is formally some things and virtually others. 



THOMISTIC SOTERIOLOGY AND THE MYSTICAL BODY. 555 

Theology teaches that He is formally whatever has the char­
acteristics of perfection simpliciter simplex: being, goodness, 
truth, intelligence, life, etc. But He is virtually whatever.·bas 
the characb~ristics of perfection secundum quid or mixta. 

Grace is formally a divinizing element and virtually it is 
many other things besides. This multiple virtuality is " forma­
lized" when it passes through Christ as man. Actually, the 
healing power which is manifested in redemption from sin and 
in atonement by means of penal and satisfactory actions, and 
the priestly power which is revealed in redemption through 
sacrifice, although they are powers of grace, are nevertheless 
powers which are not in it so far as it is formally divine, but 
as it is received in the humanity of Christ. On being received 
there, these characteristics are formalized, whereas in grace as 
divine they are present only virtually. 

God, and for that matter the divine, are not susceptible of 
suffering or sacrifice. Not of suffering, because they are im­
passible; nor of sacrifice, because sacrifice is always offered to 
a superior and nothing is superior to God. The redemptive 
functions by way of atonement and priestly sacrifice are there­
fore not attributed to grace as it is divine but so far as it is 
received by man. Man can suffer, man can be a priest and 
offer sacrifice. And these actions can have a divine value 
through the grace of God which, on manifesting itself through 
such acts, acquires the characteristics of healing and sacerdotal 
grace. 

This phenomenon of formalizing the virtualities of divine 
grace through the human instrument which receives it falls 
within the canons of theology. Actually, it is proper to the 
instrument to determine in some way the virtuality of the 
principal cause. Thus, one and the same power has various 
manifestations according to the instrument which is used to 
manifest it. One and the same human power, for example, will 
be converted into music, painting, elocution, etc., according as 
the instrument utilized for its manifestation is reason, the 
faculty of speech, a brush, a violin, etc. The instrumental cause, 
says the Angelic Doctor, cooperates in producing the effect of 
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the principal cause by means of som:ething that is proper to 
itself. For if an instrument could no nothing in virtue of its 
ow1l power, it would be useless to employ it and there would be 
no reason for using particular instruments to perform particular 
work~.21 

Now the end for which Christ became incarnate and for 
which He was constituted Head of the human race is redemp­
tion or the liberation from sin and the deification of the re­
deemed through acts of atonement and the priestly sacrifice. 
That this might be effected, God chose an instrument capable 
of determining divine grace (which is infinite in its virtuality 
because it is divine, just as the virtuality of God is infinite) 
and making it formally healing and formally sacerdotal at 
the same time that it is formally deifying or elevating. It is 
deifying because it is divine; it becomes healing because of the 
acts of atonement; and it becomes priestly because a human 
instrument, capable of suffering and offering sacrifice, forma­
lizes these two characteristics .. 

It follows from this that if the capital influence which Christ 
exercises over us is realized in view of the fact that He is God, 
His capital grace will be formally ·divine only; whereas if He 
exercises that influence as man, yet without ceasing to be 
divine (for this note always accompanies. grace), then His 
grace will be likewise reparative and sacerdotal. And con­
sidering the transmission of grace from the Head to the mem­
bers, that which we would receive from Christ solely as God 
would be only divine, as is received by the angels; but if He is 
also considered as man, that grace will likewise be reparative 
and sacerdotal. 

St. Thomas takes great pains not to call capital grace gratia 
Dei; he calls it gratia Christi.22 And the life which is trans­
mitted by this grace he does not call vita divina, ·but vita 
christiana.23 Not that the grace and life of Christ and the grace 
and life of Christians are not divine, for they are that; but 

21 Cf. I, q. 45, a. 5. 
•• Cf. Com'Tfl,ent. in Epist. Sti. Pauli, Proem. 
•• III, q. 62, a. 2. 
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they are divine with the specific characteristics which we have 
just mentioned. Divine life and grace are formally elevating 
and virtually reparative and sacerdotal; but Christian life and 
grace are formally divine, reparative and sacerdotal. 

That the qratia Christi, the capital element of Christ, has 
these characteristic notes is a truth which St. Thomas repeats 
time and again in the whole third part of the Summa and he 
summarizes it in the forty-eighth question where he reduces 
the diverse aspects of the work of redemption (merit, satis­
faction and sacrifice) to the dignity of Christ's headship. As 
God, Christ could neither merit nor satisfy nor offer sacrifice. 
It is true that the subject who does all this is personally God, 
because Christ's Person is divine and therefore all that He does 
has a personal value which derives from the Person of the Word. 
But it is also true that the formal principle of merit, satisfac­
tion and sacrifice is not the Person of the Word, but the human 
nature divinized by habitual and capital grace. If Christ is 
formally Head as man, if capital grace is the grace of Christ as 
man, then since the life and grace of the members come from 
the Head and have its characteristics, the grace and life of 
Christians, who are members of Christ, will be not only truly 
divine, but reparative and sacerdotal. Not in the same measure 
in all, it is true, but to some measure at least in all. 

All this is evident in the light of the arguments which we 
have enuntiated, but St. Thomas also gives assurance of this 
when he speaks of the communication of the vital element of 
which we are speaking. He asks in one article of the Summ0;, 24 

whether sacramental grace adds anything to the grace of the 
virtues and the gifts. Sacramental grace is the grace of Christ 
which is communicated to us by means of the sacraments 
instituted by Him; the grace of the virtues and the gifts is 
that which elevates and perfects the soul and its potencies by 
capacitating them to work well. Therefore the question is 
equivalent to asking whether Christian grace adds anything 
to divine grace. The Angelic Doctor answers affirmatively: 

•• Ill, q. 62, a~ 2. 
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The sacraments are ordained unto certain speci8J. effects which 
are necessary in Christian life. . . . Consequently . . . so does 
sacramental grace confer, over and above grace commonly so 
called, and in addition to the virtues and the gifts, a certain 
Divine assistance in obtaining the end of the sacrament. 

The grace of the virtues and gifts perfects the essence and powers 
of the soul sufficiently as regards ordinary conduct: but as regards 
certain special effects which are necessary in a Christian life, sacra­
mental grace is needed.25 

What special notes grace acquires when it is concretized in 
Christ and in the Christian are indicated by St. Thomas in 
the same article and in the fifth article of the same question. 
Divine grace remits sin, with which it is incompatible, and 
elevates the soul; Christian grace, in addition to this, is or­
dained to the diminution and eventual removal of the guilt of 
sin which remains after the fault has, been pardoned and des­
tines the soul who possesses it to determined acts of worship. 
In other words, it has both a_ reparative and a sacerdotal char­
acter. "Sacramental grace," says the holy Doctor, "seems to 
be ordained principally to two things:~ namely, to take away 
the defects consequent on past sins, insofar as they are tran­
sitory in act, but endure in guilt; and, further, to perfect 
the soul in things pertaining to divine worship in regard to the 
Christian religion." 26 

This doctrine of the headship of Christ-man does not exclude 
a superior divine influence but, on the contrary, presupposes it. 
Christ as man exercises the vital influence in an instrumental 
manner and the instrument always presupposes the principal 

· cause. This doctrine simply affirms that in the humanity 
assumed by the Word are found the two conditions required for 
headship: homogeneity of supernablral life with the members 
and an efficient influence over these members. And since the 
passing of grace through Christ-man manifests not only its 
divine and deifying formality but also its reparative and 
sacerdotal formality, t~e result is that the Thomistic concept 
explains how and why the members of the Mystical Body, 

•• Ibid. (reduced) . ••m, q. 6~, a. 6. 
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besides being deified and thus reflecting with Christ the divine 
perfections, are also christianized and reflect these perfections 
with which the Christ-man was adorned. 

Thus we see the scope of the words of the Apostle when he 
says that for him to live is Christ and that Christ lives in him 
and that Christ is formed in us. Actually, Christ is communi­
cated to us not only as divine, but also as regards whatever He 
has of passivity and suffering and priesthood. And since His 
priesthood makes Him both a priest and a victim, the Christian 
who is a reflection of Christ must also offer sacrifice and be a 
victim for he must possess these two conditions inherent in the 
priesthood of the New Law. This notion of offering oneself 
as a victim and which is exacted by Christian grace as sacer­
dotal, makes us to be perfectly compenetrated with the sacrifice 
which is offered daily on our altars. It makes us live the Mass 
vividly and intimately. 

We conclude this section by stating that whoever separates 
the soteriological questions from the doctrine on the headship 
of Christ-man does not understand the teaching of St. Thomas. 
They are not separable. It is, therefore, necessary to see re­
flected in the Christian the characteristics of the Redemption 
effected by formally human acts and personally divine acts of 
the Redeemer: satisfaction, atonement and sacrifice. 

A treatise on the vitality of the Mystical Body is not a 
treatise on the grace of God (gratia Dei) nor does St. Thomas 
treat of this vitality in the questions where he discusses divine 
grace.27 Therefore it was necessary to compose a distinct 
treatise on the grace of Christ (gratia Christi) and this St. 
Thomas does in the third part of the Summa. The grace of 
Christ begins by being formally divine but it is also every­
thing which we have indicated above. 

··I-n, qq. Io9-u. 

2 
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3. How THE LIFE OF THE HEAD Is CoMMUNICATED 

TO THE MEMBERS 

The life which is in the Head and which we have called, with 
St. Thomas, Christian grace, is communicated to the members 
by means of an efficient activity which is exercjsed by the Head 
Himself, by Christ as man, but always under the principal 
efficient influence of the Word. It is precisely because Christ 
as man can exercise an activity of this type that He can be 
and is Head, as we shall demonstrate immediately. 

We have recalled that in the time of St. Thomas authors 
distinguished the activity of Christ by attributing efficient 
activity to the Word and moral activity to Christ as man. A 
text from St. Albert will serve to demonstrate this point: 
" Exigitur influentia capitis ... ad hoc quod efficienter secun­
dum quod Deus, et meritorie secundum quod homo nobilis 
influat similem gratiam suae gratiae." 28 From this supposition 
they concluded that headship was a perfection which should be 
attributed to Christ both as God and as man. The homogeneity 
of the supernatural life with the members was 1 had ~y Christ 
as man; but the efficient influence, also proper to the Head, He 
had as God. 

We know from what has already been said the innovation 
that was introduced by St. Thomas. From the Greek Fathers 
he took the notion of instrument and applied it to the humanity 
of the Word,29 thereby opening the way to attribute to Christ 
as man the efficient causality required for headship. Thus, 
asking whether Christ as man is Head, St. Thomas says: " To 
give grace . . . belongs to Christ . . . instrumentally . . . inas­
much as His manhood is the instrument of His Godhead." 30 

•• In Ill Sent., d. 13, a. 5. 
•• Ill, q. 2, a. 6, ad 4. 
8'' ill, q. 8, a. 1, ad 1. Throughout the entire third part of the Summa 

St. Thomas constantly makes application of this doctrine. Thus, in q. 48, a. 6 he 
affirms: "But since Christ's humanity is the .instrument of the Godhead ... 
all Christ's actions and sufferings operate instrumentally in virtue of His Godhead 
for the salvation of men." When treating of the Passion, he writes: "Christ's 
Passion is the proper cause of the forgiveness of sins in three ways. . . . Thirdly, 


