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of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Cir-
cuit, often described as the country’s most influential court 
next to the Supreme Court. At 40, he was the youngest judge 
ever appointed to that court. From 1962 to 1978 he served as 
chief judge, retiring in 1986 as a senior judge. From 1960 he 
was a member of the board of trustees of the Jewish Publica-
tion Society of America. In 1987 Bazelon’s book Questioning 
Authority was published.

An authority on the relationship between law and psy-
chiatry, Bazelon held several university lectureships, and in 
1962 was elected honorary fellow of the American Psychiatric 
Association. As a member of the National Institutes of Health 
Advisory Commission, he was one of the key architects of 
early guidelines for genetic engineering. He expressed his par-
ticular interest in psychiatry related to the law as a lecturer in 
law and psychiatry at Johns Hopkins University, the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, and the Menninger Clinic. He was an ac-
tive member of the American Orthopsychiatric Association, 
serving as its president from 1967 to 1970, and was the only 
non-psychiatrist included in the first U.S. Mission on Mental 
Health to the U.S.S.R. in 1967.

Rather than follow precedent set in a simpler time, Ba-
zelon questioned the status quo and sought to apply new find-
ings in the social sciences and psychiatry to issues the court 
faced. One of his landmark opinions from the appellate bench 
established the right of a mental patient to appropriate treat-
ment in the least restrictive alternative setting.

At the forefront of the new legal advocacy was the Mental 
Health Law Project, formed by some of the lawyers and mental 
health professionals who worked on early cases. In 1993 MHLP 
celebrated its 20t anniversary by rededicating its mission to 
Bazelon and renaming itself in his honor. The Judge David L. 
Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law is a legal advocate for 
people with mental disabilities. Its precedent-setting litigation 
has outlawed institutional abuse and won protections against 
arbitrary confinement. For its clientele, the center’s advocacy 
has opened up public schools, workplaces, housing, and other 
opportunities for community life.

[Ruth Beloff (2nd ed.)]

BDELLIUM (Heb. דֹלַח  ,twice mentioned in the Scriptures (בְּ
once in the description of the land of Havilah, which con-
tained “gold, bdellium, and onyx stone” (Gen. 2:12), and again 
in the description of the manna, “its appearance was as the ap-
pearance of bdellium” (Num. 11:7). In both passages the Sep-
tuagint understands it as the name of some precious stone, 
as do Rashi, who interprets it as “a precious stone, crystal” 
and Saadiah Gaon, as “pearls.” The Midrash gives two opin-
ions. According to one, it is a precious stone, and according 
to the other the reference is to “the bedolaḥ of perfumers.” In 
Genesis the Midrash decides in favor of the first interpreta-
tion because there it is associated with gold and onyx (Gen. 
R., 16:2). Josephus (Ant. 3:28) explains that “the manna re-
sembled the spice bdellium.” The reference is presumably to 
the sweet-smelling sap called in Greek βδέλλιον and in Latin 

bdellium, a semi-transparent resin extracted from trees of the 
genus Commiphora. According to Pliny (Historia Naturalis, 
12:36) the best variety is Bactrian bdellium from Baluchistan, 
which is similar to that obtained from Nubia. In effect the sap 
of both the Bactrian, Commiphora roxburgii, and the Nubian, 
Commiphora africana, were used as incense. The former vari-
ety is known among Arabs as mokul, a name they also give to 
the resin issuing from the tree Hyphaene thebaica, a species 
of palm with a branching trunk that grows in the Arabah (at 
the approach to Elath), and in Sinai. The Arabs call it “Jewish 
bdellium.” It is apparently this species that is referred to by 
Dioscorides as “the bdellium imported from Petra” (De Ma-
teria Medica, 1:80).

Bibliography: Loew, Flora, 1 (1928), 304f.; J. Feliks, Olam 
ha-Ẓome’aḥ ha-Mikra’i (19682), 259.

[Jehuda Feliks]

°BEA, AUGUSTIN (1881–1968), Catholic prelate. Born in 
Baden, Germany, Bea joined the Jesuit Order and had a dis-
tinguished ecclesiastical and scholarly career. From 1930 to 
1949 he was rector of the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome, 
and editor of the periodical Biblica from 1930 to 1951. During 
World War II, he served as confessor to Pope Pius XII. He was 
created cardinal by Pope John XXIII in 1959. Pope John had 
already begun preparing for an ecumenical council to meet 
at the Vatican, and he appointed Bea head of the Secretariat 
for the Promotion of Christian Unity. Among his tasks was 
the preparation of a statement on the relation of the Catholic 
Church to non-Christian religions, including Judaism. The 
declaration, submitted to the Council’s second session, met 
with considerable opposition on political and religiously con-
servative grounds. Bea accepted some changes, but continued 
to work for a forceful draft, which he submitted at the Coun-
cil’s third session in 1964. It was again deferred, over the pro-
test of the large liberal element among the churchmen pres-
ent. At the fourth session in November 1965, the statement, 
though weaker than Bea and other liberals had hoped for, was 
adopted by an overwhelming vote. Placed now in the context 
of friendly declarations on the church’s attitude toward Islam 
and other religions, that on the Jews made two important 
points: that Jews of today should not be burdened with the 
guilt of the crucifixion of Jesus, and that the church “decried” 
antisemitism and hostility in any form. It further expressed 
the hope that friendly dialogue between Christians and Jews 
would in time eradicate all hostility. After the council’s ad-
journment, Cardinal Bea wrote The Church and the Jewish 
People (1966), explaining the declaration and emphasizing its 
favorable aspects.

[Solomon Grayzel]

BEAME, ABRAHAM DAVID (1906–2001), first Jewish 
mayor of New York (but see *Lewis, Samuel). Beame was 
born in London, but was brought to New York by his parents 
before he was a year old. He grew up on the Lower East Side 
and graduated from the City College of New York in 1928. He 

bdellium


