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tury (1900-50). Holman wrote four books: Scientific Basket-
ball (1922), Winning Basketball (1932), Championship Basket-
ball (1942), and Holman on Basketball (1950).
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“Holocaust” is the term used for the systematic state-spon-
sored murder of millions of Jews by the Nazis and their col-
laborators during World War 11. Some historians and writers
restrict the use of the term to the murder of Jews; others use
the term more widely to include those civilians victimized by
Nazi Germany - trade unionists, political opponents of the
regime, Jehovah’s Witnesses, homosexuals - who were per-
secuted but not systematically murdered, as well as mentally
retarded and physically handicapped Germans and Roma and
Sinti (Gypsies), who were murdered by gassing.

The term Holocaust was not contemporaneous with the
events. Winston Churchill called the murder of the Jews “a
crime without a name” The Germans named their program
accurately but euphemistically “The Final Solution to the Jew-
ish Question.” The word “Final” was all too apt. The goal of the
Germans was to eliminate all Jewish blood, to wipe Jews and
those of Jewish origin from the face of the earth. The systematic
murder of an entire people would end the problem. At the core
of Nazi doctrine was a racist view of the world that envisioned
a hierarchy of peoples with the Aryan-Nordic-Germans as the
“master race” and the Jews as parasites on the German nation;
their elimination was essential to national well-being.

The Holocaust is also known as the Catastrophe, the
Hurban, and the Shoah. The word’s most likely connotation
is death by fire, signifying the means by which the Jews were
cremated after gassing in the ultimate manifestation of the
Nazi universe, its death camps. The Holocaust is written with
a capital H, signifying this specific event, which by the early
21°% century was regarded as the paradigmatic manifestation
of evil, an event without parallel, singular in its barbarism, in-
tensified by the power of the modern state, fueled by techno-
logical and scientific progress, and unchecked by moral, social,
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