
LABBE, PHILIPPE
French scholar and Jesuit; b, Bourges, July 10, 1607;

d. Paris, March 17, 1667. Philippe Labbe was born into
a middle-class family whose professional connections
were with the law. After entering the Society of Jesus
(Sept. 28, 1623), Labbe taught the upper classes at the Je-
suit college in Bourges. He soon abandoned teaching for
ambitious projects of research, many of which remained
unfinished at the time of his death. Many of his works
were compilations, dealing with a variety of disciplines
and comprising numerous volumes. Every year he pro-
duced one or more works. Labbe, like other of his con-
temporaries, was given to stating controversial opinions
and to defending them vigorously in print. He spoke of
Protestants and the intolerance typical of his century. De
scriptoribus ecclesiasticis quos attigit card. Robertus
Bellarminus (Paris 1660) is a criticism of a bibliography
of ecclesiastical authors in which Labbe censured certain
Protestant writers. Labbe’s learning was extensive. His
scholarly interests included hagiography, ecclesiastical
and secular history, heraldry, antiquities, geography, and
Greek prosody. In some fields his learning was sound,
and certain of his works have been useful to subsequent
generations of scholars. For a complete list of his publica-
tions (some 80 titles), see C. Sommervogel et al., Biblio-
thèque de la Compagnie de Jésus, 11 v. (Brussels-Paris
1890–1932).

In Pharus Galliae Antiquae (Moulins 1644), Labbe
bitterly criticized a similar account by Sanson. The dis-
pute that ensued reached such proportions that the Chan-
cellor of France, Pierre Séguier, Duc de Villemor, had to
intervene and pacify the irate scholars. Labbe was re-
sponsible for the first plan of a history of Byzantium, De
Byzantinae historiae scriptoribus (Paris 1648). This work
was his most precious contribution to historical studies
and the most useful to posterity. Aristotelis et Platonis
graecorum interpretum types hactenus editorem (Paris
1657) is the plan of a work devoted to the history of
Greek and Roman philosophy. Claudii Galeni Vita (Paris
1660) and Claudii Galeni chronologium eloquim (Paris
1660) are basic works on the life of Galen. Labbe at-
tempted a historical concordance that is useful to the
study of French history, L’Abrégé royal de l’alliance
chronologique de l’histoire sacrée et profane (Paris
1651). Another major and lasting contribution is his col-
lection of councils, Sacrosancta concilia ad regiam edi-
tionem exacta . . . (Paris 1671–72). This particular work
comprised eight volumes and was completed by G. Cos-
sart.
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LABERTHONNIÈRE, LUCIEN
French Modernist philosopher and theologian; b.

Chazelet (Indre), Oct. 5, 1860; d. Paris, Oct. 6, 1932.
After ordination (1886) as a member of the ORATORIANS,
he became a professor of philosophy at the College of
Juilly (1887). He came under the influence of BOUTROUX,
at the Sorbonne, where he continued his studies. In his
preoccupation with reconciling philosophy and religion,
his thinking was influenced by BLONDEL, PASCAL, and
MAINE DE BIRAN. He was appointed superior at the École
Massillon in Paris (1898) and of the college of Juilly
(1900). From 1905 until 1913 he edited Annales de la
philosophie chrétienne. As a follower of Blondel’s im-
manence theories and a severe critic of Church authority
and of SCHOLASTIC PHILOSOPHY (but not that of St. THOM-

AS AQUINAS), he developed a pragmatic personalist view
of religion called moral dogmatism. His Essais de philo-
sophie religieuse (1903) and Le Réalisme chrétien et
l’idéalisme grec (1904) were put on the Index in 1906.
The Annales and two of his other works, Le Témoignage
des martyrs (1912) and Sur le chemin du Catholicisme
(1913), were placed on the Index in 1913. When he was
subsequently forbidden to publish his writings, he obeyed
but continued to write. His Études sur Descartes and
Études de philosophie cartésienne, published posthu-
mously, were placed on the Index in 1936 and 1941, re-
spectively. His private life was exemplary, and he died
at peace with the Church, after receiving the Last Rites.
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LABORANS
Cardinal, canonist, and theologian; b. Pontorma,

near Florence; d. most likely Rome, c. 1190. He studied
at Frankfurt and received the rank of magister at the Uni-
versity of Paris. He held the post of canonicus at Capua
before 1160. In 1173 he became cardinal deacon of S.
Maria in Porticu and in 1180 cardinal priest of S. Maria
in Trastevere. He belonged to the school of canonists
known as the DECRETISTS, in that their main concern was
to comment on the Decretum of GRATIAN. He is the au-
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