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Now Is the Time
Consecrating Russia Will Help,  

Not Harm, Catholic-Orthodox Dialogue
by Cathy Pearson

Original Editor’s note: The Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith’s document on the Message of Fatima of June 26, 
2000 says explicitly that the consecration was done in 1984, 
and that Lucia (Lucy) said it was done. It follows with the terse 
comment: “Hence any further discussion or request is without 
basis.” Of course despite this assertion, Catholics are free to 
discuss the matter. And that is what Cathy does in the follow-
ing article. Cathy Pearson, an American Catholic laywoman of 
deep faith and traditional piety, argues that the Pope should 
once again call for the Consecration of Russia to the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary. We welcome letters from readers on this 
important and often controversial matter.

Introductory Note from Father Nicholas Gruner
This article was recently published by another magazine. 

We reprint it here with permission as it was published in Aug./
Sept. 2008, in the interest of helping Our Lady of Fatima and 
every man of good will bring about world peace as soon as 
possible to our war-torn world. We reprint it here to give it a 
much wider circulation. We urge everyone to read it carefully 
and prayerfully. It is easy to read, yet very profoundly written. 
It will offend no one of good will. It is helpful, hopeful, non-
partisan and non-aggressive.

For all people who seek the truth; who seek to love and to 
serve Our Lady of Fatima; for all who want world peace; for 
all who seek greater and genuine understanding between East 
and West, between the Orthodox and the Catholic, we urge you 
to read this article.

It could be the catalyst that finally helps bring all men 
of good will, both Catholic and Orthodox, both Russian and 
American, both traditionalist and New Mass supporters to join 
together to bring about the triumph of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary and total world peace.
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 In mid-2007, Russian Or-
thodox Patriarch Alexy 
II predicted a positive ef-

fect on relations between 
the Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches from the issu-
ance of Benedict XVI’s Motu 
Proprio on the old liturgy, 
Summorum Pontificum: “We 
strongly adhere to tradition. 
The recovery and honoring of 
an ancient liturgical tradition 
is a development that we can 
welcome.” So much for fears 
that liberalizing access to the 
Traditional Latin Mass might 
impede reconciliation with 
other churches.

It is time to call the bluff of 
those who similarly maintain 
that a key request of Our Lady 
of Fatima — Consecration 
of Russia by name to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary by 
the Pope together with all the 
bishops of the Church — can-
not be fulfilled literally be-
cause doing so might offend 
the Russian Orthodox. Of all 
the reasons put forward over 
the past 60 years to explain 
why a succession of Popes 
shouldn’t, couldn’t or didn’t 
perform the Consecration of 
Russia as such, this is surely 
the least persuasive. On the 
contrary, Fatima offers per-
haps the best key in our time 
for breaking the impasse in 

Catholic-Orthodox reconcili-
ation.

Despite strenuous Vatican 
efforts to declare the Fatima 
story a closed book, persis-
tent and legitimate ques-
tions remain, one of which is 
whether Our Lady’s request 
for the Consecration of Russia 
has been fulfilled by a series 
of papal consecrations of the 
world, and if not, whether a 
Russia-specific consecration 
should now be attempted.

We assume that the readers 
are familiar with the Fatima 
story, the series of Marian 
apparitions in 1917 to three 
Portuguese shepherd chil-
dren — the now-beatified 
siblings Francisco and Jacinta 
Marto who died not long af-
terward, and their cousin 
Sister Lucy, who lived to old 
age as a cloistered nun, and 
who in the convent continued 
to receive apparitions and lo-
cutions following up on those 
of Fatima. Aided by the spec-
tacular “Miracle of the Sun,” 
witnessed by 70,000 observers 
during Our Lady’s final appa-
rition in Fatima on October 
13, 1917, the Church has long 
since approved the authentic-
ity of the Fatima apparitions, 
miracle, and published mes-
sages.

And we assume that the 
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reader, thinking with the 
mind of the Church, does not 
dispute the authenticity of the 
Fatima miracle, the reliability 
of Sr. Lucy as a witness, or 
the content of the already-
revealed words ascribed to 
Our Lady, since the Church 
through a long succession of 
Popes has placed its stamp of 
approval on all these.

Our Lady of Fatima  
and Russia

So, to start at the beginning, 
what did Our Lady say about 

Russia? On July 13, 1917, dur-
ing an apparition to the three 
children, She said something 
they were not allowed to re-
veal at the time, and which 
came to be known as the “sec-
ond part” of the Secret. After 
describing dire punishments 
about to befall the world if 
mankind did not stop offend-
ing God, Our Lady said: “To 
prevent this [the punishment 
of the world by war, fam-
ine, and persecution of the 
Church], I shall come to ask 

1. Pope Paul VI before the statue of Our Lady. 
2. Pope John Paul II with Sister Lucy at Fatima 
3. The Portuguese Newspaper report in 1917 of the “Miracle of the Sun.”
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for the Consecration of Russia 
to My Immaculate Heart, and 
the Communion of Reparation 
on the First Saturdays. If My 
requests are heeded, Russia 
will be converted and there 
will be peace; if not, she will 
spread her errors through-
out the world, causing wars 
and persecutions against the 
Church. The good will be mar-
tyred, the Holy Father will 
have much to suffer, various 
nations will be annihilated. 
In the end, My Immaculate 
Heart will triumph. The Holy 
Father will consecrate Russia 
to Me, and she will be con-
verted, and a period of peace 
will be granted to the world.”

So at Fatima, Our Lady de-
scribed the consecration as 
something She would come 
to request in the future.

That promise was fulfilled 
on June 13, 1929, while Sr. 
Lucy, then in the Dorothean 
novitiate in Tuy, Spain, was 
praying alone in the chapel. 
Sr. Lucy recounted a vision 
of the crucified Christ, with 
Mary under the cross of Her 
Son, appearing as She had at 
Fatima and saying to her: 

“The moment has come 
when God asks the Holy Father 
to make, in union with all 
the bishops of the world, the 
Consecration of Russia to My 

Immaculate Heart, promising 
to save it by this means.”

It is interesting to note that 
while the request for the First 
Saturdays quoted above — 
and other Fatima requests 
such as praying the daily 
Rosary, wearing the scapular, 
offering prayers and sacri-
fices for sinners, avoiding im-
modest fashions, and being 
faithful to the duties of one’s 
state in life — are addressed 
to the faithful at large, this 
one is directed specifically to 
the Pope. And Our Lady pres-
ents it as coming not just from 
Herself but from God: “...God 
asks the Holy Father.”

This was underscored two 
years later when Our Lord 
Himself told Sr. Lucy, “Make 
it known to My ministers, 
given that they follow the ex-
ample of the King of France in 
delaying the execution of My 
requests, they will follow him 
into misfortune... they will do 
it, but it will be late. Russia 
will have already spread its 
errors in the world, provok-
ing wars and persecutions 
against the Church. The Holy 
Father will have much to suf-
fer.”

It is easy to see why anyone 
who takes all these words at 
face value would consider this 
request for the Consecration 
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The Vision of Tuy, 
June 13, 1929

Our Lady then 
said: “The moment 
has come when 
God asks the Holy 
Father to make, in 
union with all the 
bishops of the world, 
the Consecration 
of Russia to My 
Immaculate Heart, 
promising to save it 
by this means.”

of Russia, and the Holy 
Father’s response to it, to be 
no small matter. Astounding 
blessings for the whole world 
are promised if Her requests 
are met; dire consequences 
are foretold if they are re-
fused. (This “second Secret,” 
revealed to the world when 
Sr. Lucy’s memoirs were pub-
lished in 1942, had already 
been communicated to the 
Holy Father by private letter.)

Among those taking 
Fatima seriously have been 
a whole succession of Popes 
from Benedict XV to Benedict 
XVI, both before and after 
the Church in its due pro-

cess formally approved the 
apparition in 1930. Far from 
distancing themselves from 
this “private revelation,” 
they have openly embraced 
it with public prayers, grant-
ing of indulgences, institut-
ing the universal feast of the 
Immaculate Heart, visits to 
the Fatima Shrine, and in cor-
respondence or visits with Sr. 
Lucy. And several have car-
ried out consecrations clearly 
in response to Our Lady’s 
Fatima request:

In 1942, Pius XII publicly •	
consecrated the world to 

Continued on page 42

 
 
http://www.fatimacrusader.com/cr91/cr91pg3.pdf



The Fatima Crusader	 42                             February 2009

the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, making an allusion 
that could be interpreted 
as referring to Russia, and 
later, in the encyclical Ad 
Coeli Reginam, he directed 
all the bishops of the world 
to join him in renewing that 
consecration in 1954.
In 1952, responding to a re-•	
quest by Russian Catholics, 
Piux XII consecrated Rus-
sia and her people to the 
Immaculate Heart, but in a 
private ceremony without 
bishops.
During the 1954 Marian •	
Year, having invited the 
bishops to join him, Pius 
XII renewed the 1942 con-
secration.
At the 1964 closing of the •	
third year of the Second 
Vatican Council (1962-65), 
Pope Paul VI renewed Pius 
XII’s consecration of the 
world to the Immaculate 
Heart, and entrusted the 
entire Church to Her care.
Pope John Paul II, who pub-•	
licly credited Our Lady of 
Fatima with saving his life 
during the 1981 assassina-
tion attempt, consecrated 
the world to Her Immacu-

late Heart during his conva-
lescence in 1981, and again 
very publicly in 1982.
Again in March 1984, John •	
Paul II consecrated the 
world to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, inviting all 
bishops to join him; many 
(but by no means all) bish-
ops took part in simultane-
ous celebrations in various 
basilicas around the world.
Finally, in October 2000, •	
Pope John Paul II, again 
in a very public ceremony 
with nearly 1,500 bishops 
present, “entrusted” the 
“world” to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary.

What Are They Afraid Of?
Despite that record, or in 

some ways because of it, the 
topic of the Fatima consecra-
tion remains controversial. 
What no one disputes is that, 
except for Pius XII’s private 
ceremony in the Vatican gar-
dens, none of these acts conse-
crated Russia by name. What is 
disputed — and vociferously 
so on both sides — is wheth-
er these consecrations of the 
world, of which Russia is ob-
viously a part, “counted” as 
an adequate response to Our 
Lady’s request to consecrate 
Russia.

Now Is the Time  
Continued from page 7
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Can Russia be consecrated 
without being mentioned? 
The Vatican says yes; its crit-
ics say no. But this is not the 
most important question. 
The question that begs an-
swering, but which the Holy 
See has never addressed 
publicly, is simply this: Why 
not mention Russia? Why is 
that so unthinkable? What’s 
the downside?

Pope John Paul II began 
his pontificate with the ex-
hortation to the faithful that 
became, in a sense, his motto: 
“Be not afraid.” But “afraid” 
is precisely the term that de-
scribes the Vatican’s reaction 
to the thought of consecrat-
ing Russia by name, from the 
1930’s right down to today. 
So just what are they afraid 
of?

It is a topic worth explor-
ing. During the Soviet era, 
fear of retaliatory persecu-
tion seemed a likely — and 
credible — explanation. 
Today a variety of reasons 
may be speculated upon. But 
the most widely expressed 
current explanation is fear of 
offending the Orthodox.

Certainly that concern 
loomed large in the mind of 
Pope John XXIII, who was 
keen on securing Russian 
Orthodox participation in 

the Vatican Council, lead-
ing to the policy of accom-
modation toward the Soviet 
Bloc that his successor, Pope 
Paul, also supported before 
and after his elevation to 
the Chair of Peter. The same 
logic that underlays their la-
mented promise that Vatican 
II and its documents would 
contain no condemnation of 
Communism might also serve 
to rule out a Consecration of 
Russia.

Communism has bitten the 
dust,1 but keeping Catholic-
Orthodox reconciliation on a 
fast track has continued to be 
a major concern of both John 
Paul II and Benedict XVI. As 
Inside the Vatican reported in 
November 2000, a leading 
Cardinal, one of John Paul 
II’s closest advisors, actually 
stated, off the record, that the 
Pope had been counseled not 
to make mention of Russia 
in any consecration cer-
emony because it would of-
fend the Russian Orthodox. 
Apparently Vatican officials 
were not merely speculating 
when they articulated that 
fear. Just recently, a high-
level Vatican source said that 
the Orthodox themselves 
have flat-out told the Vatican 
that if the Pope ever men-
tions Russia in a consecra-
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tion, all dialogue between 
the Holy See and the Russian 
Orthodox Church will come 
to a screeching halt.
But Why Should it Offend 

 the Orthodox?
If that is true, it may solve 

the long mystery of why 
no Popes — no matter how 
Fatima-minded — have 
dared consecrate Russia by 
name, but it also takes the 
mystery to a new level. Why 
should the Consecration of 
Russia offend the Orthodox?

A consecration of a coun-
try, after all, is not an anath-
ema or an exorcism. It is an 
invocation of a special blessing 
and protection. That Mary 
should single out a particular 
nation for such a request is a 
sign of Her special maternal 
affection.

When Our Lord told 
St. Margaret Mary to get 
the King of France to con-
secrate that nation to His 
Sacred Heart, France was a 
Catholic country that trea-
sured its title as “eldest 
daughter” of Christendom. 
It was only much later that 
the Revolution and Reign of 
Terror manifested the evils 
against which the consecra-
tion might have protected 
that nation had it been car-

ried out when requested.
In contrast, when Sr. Lucy 

conveyed to the bishops of 
Portugal Our Lady’s special 
request that they consecrate 
their own country to Her, 
they happily complied in 
an episcopal act that many 
later believed kept Portugal 
at peace through both the 
Spanish Civil War and World 
War II.

One might expect that 
any nation that honors the 
Blessed Mother would con-
sider it an enviable privi-
lege to be uniquely selected 
for such a dignity by Holy 
Mary Herself. The Russian 
Orthodox do honor Mary, 
and while they may not ac-
cept the Fatima miracle and 
Message as such, unlike some 
branches of Christianity they 
do believe that She can and 
does intervene personally in 
human history. Their own 
tradition is rich with official-
ly accepted Marian miracles 
and private revelations, of-
ten associated with particu-
lar icons.

So, if theological issues do 
not appear to pose an im-
pediment, why might the 
Fatima consecration offend 
the Russian Orthodox? This 
is important to explore, be-
cause, if the real underlying 
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issues can be identified and 
addressed openly, perhaps 
they can be resolved togeth-
er on the basis of reason, 
good will and true dialogue. 
Perhaps, then, the impedi-
ment can be removed, rather 
than the benefits of the con-
secration forfeited.

Again, speculation brings 
to mind several possible ex-
planations:

1. Canonical territory. 
Because numerically there 
are so many more Orthodox 
than Catholics in Russia, 
would any papal action spe-
cifically about Russia seem 
presumptuous, an invasion 
of “Orthodox turf’’? If this 
is the problem, it should be 
easier to work out now that 
the Catholic diocesan pres-
ence is at least accepted 
there, and the action could 
be seen as pertaining pri-
marily to Catholic Russians, 
even though the benefits (if 
they do occur as Catholics 
expect) would be felt by 
everyone. When Russian 
Catholics petitioned Pius XII 
for the consecration in the 
1950’s, they were not only a 
numerically small group but 
an oppressed and largely un-
derground minority.

2. Pride. Would Russians 
be insulted by the sugges-

tion that they need to convert 
more than the people of oth-
er nations do? Our Lady’s re-
quest for the Consecration of 
Russia came in the context of 
discussing not only its need 
for conversion (something 
which all people, even those 
in the state of grace, need to 
strive for constantly) but also 
its future errors, persecu-
tions, and responsibility for 
wars, martyrdom, and an-
nihilation of nations. Would 
this context make the conse-
cration seem like a rebuke or 
exorcism, even though it is 
not so by its own nature? But 
since those latter evils are so 

 
 
http://www.fatimacrusader.com/cr91/cr91pg3.pdf



The Fatima Crusader	 46                             February 2009

widely identified with Soviet 
Communism rather than 
with the Russians as a people, 
it would seem that Orthodox 
Christians — many of whom 
also suffered greatly under 
the Soviet regime — would 
more likely see any rebuke 
as directed toward their for-
mer oppressors rather than 
to themselves.

It should be possible to 
make clear that being con-
secrated to Our Lady — 
whether by oneself or some-
one else — does nothing 
to limit the freedom of an 
individual or a nation, and 
serves only to make them 
the special beneficiaries of 
the loving protection of the 
Mother of God. This thought 
might be anathema to an 
atheistic regime, but could 
not be a more natural honor 
for a culture as steeped in 
Marian devotion as Russia 
and Russian Orthodoxy 
have been. Indeed, it is the 
Russian Orthodox Church 
that has always promoted 
the idea that “Holy Russia” 
has inherited a truly unique 
role in Christendom and sal-
vation history.

3. Sectarianism. Would any 
Catholic prayers aimed at 
“the conversion of Russia” 
— especially in this post-

Soviet era when some feel 
it has already converted 
from Communism — be 
interpreted as aiming at a 
conversion from Orthodoxy 
to Catholicism? (The latter, 
though a perfectly appropri-
ate desire and prayer inten-
tion on the part of Catholics, 
would understandably be 
a sensitive point for the 
Orthodox.)

This, even more than the 
“turf” issue, is a potential ob-
jection that truly affects the 
Russian Orthodox not simply 
as Russians but as Orthodox, 
and relations between the 
Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches as distinct reli-
gious entities and thus as 
potential rivals for the hearts 
of the faithful. To the extent 
that the religious-conversion 
issue underlies opposition 
to the Fatima consecration, 
it is only a symptom of an 
underlying and genuine is-
sue that Catholic-Orthodox 
dialogue would have to 
confront in any event. But 
as will be shown below, any 
concerns that Orthodox — 
or Catholic — Russians may 
have about losing their own 
faithful by conversion to the 
other church would, para-
doxically, be ameliorated 
rather than exacerbated by 
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the Consecration of Russia 
to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary.

4. Pressure from secular 
sources. Just as it is pos-
sible that the Popes or other 
Vatican officials have feared 
to consecrate Russia due to 
pressure from threat-wield-
ing forces outside of and 
hostile to the Church, bent 
on stopping the supernatu-
ral benefits the Consecration 
would bring, it is also pos-
sible that while the Vatican 
may instead merely be afraid 
of offending the Orthodox, 
the Russian Orthodox them-
selves could be motivated in 
their objections by pressures 
from threat-wielding non-
ecclesiastical forces within 
Russia. It is easy to see how 
this might have been the case 
during the Soviet era, for in-
stance during the time when 
Pope John XXIII was negoti-
ating for Russian Orthodox 
participation at the Vatican 
Council, at a time when the 
Orthodox Church in Russia 
— those few, that is, who 
had survived the vicious 
persecution and martyrdom 
that claimed so many lives 
— were tightly controlled by 
the Soviet state and, in some 
cases, infiltrated by KGB op-
eratives. It would have been 

hard for Vatican negotiators 
to know whether a demand 
from their Orthodox coun-
terparts originated from 
them as churchmen — for 
instance, regarding theologi-
cal or sectarian issues — or 
originated as demands from 
the State, which the church-
men were constrained to put 
forward by subtle or overt 
pressure.

The fact that the USSR 
is history does not mean 
that the Russian Orthodox 
Church is immune from po-
tential pressures from hos-
tile or self-interested secular 
sources, whether of a po-
litical, military or economic 
nature, any more than the 
advantage of operating in its 
own Vatican City State has 
made the Catholic Church 
immune from similar pres-
sures from inappropriate 
non-ecclesiastically moti-
vated outside forces. Nor has 
the Vatican been immune to 
infiltration, as instances have 
come to light in which Soviet 
spies at the height of the 
Cold War, and some say even 
Satanists in sheep’s clothing, 
have managed to insinu-
ate themselves inside the 
Vatican bureaucracy. Since 
Christianity is in a constant 
state of spiritual warfare, 
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it should neither surprise 
nor offend anyone, whether 
Catholic or Orthodox, to re-
alize that Satan is a master of 
modern warfare and utilizes 
covert operations to attack his 
enemies wherever possible 
— especially those in Holy 
Orders or other positions of 
leadership in Christian com-
munities.

Collaborating with Your 
Friends, Recognizing  

Your Enemies
Interestingly, one can 

look back over both groups 
of potential impediments 
to the Fatima Consecration 
of Russia — reasons deter-
ring the Vatican and reasons 
motivating the Orthodox to 
object — and see that the im-
pediments are really of only 
three types: (1) dismissing 
or doubting the power of 
the Mother of God; (2) pres-
sure from those who recog-
nize Her power and oppose 
it (whether they bring that 
pressure to bear on the Holy 
See or on Russian Orthodox 
leaders or both); and (3) 
genuine points of poten-
tial disagreement between 
Catholic and Orthodox, both 
of whom acknowledge the 
Mother of God and consider 
themselves on Her side, even 

if they don’t always agree 
with each other about where 
that is.

The first is a faith issue, 
encompassing, for instance, 
such potential problems as 
recalcitrant bishops, Marian-
dismissive Church ideo-
logues, or Pontiffs fearing 
the scandal if Russia is con-
secrated and then nothing 
happens. There is little one 
can do but pray that all cler-
ics with a role in the process, 
whatever it might be, will be 
given the grace to bring the 
right attitude to their tasks.

The second and third 
categories call for action, 
though action of a very dif-
ferent kind one from the oth-
er. Both, however, represent 
impediments that Catholic 
and Orthodox leaders can 
and should work together 
to overcome. This statement 
might come as a surprise to 
both. But on closer look, one 
can see that the potential of 
Fatima to unite the great 
Eastern and Western branch-
es of Christianity is much 
greater than its potential for 
further dividing them.

The tragedy of the Great 
Schism is that the Catholic 
and Orthodox Churches are 
so close in belief, in prayer, 
in culture, in devotion, in li-
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turgical and sacramental life, 
and yet for all these centuries 
have remained divided. Both 
trace their theology and hier-
archy to apostolic roots. Their 
creeds differ in only a hand-
ful out of countless articles of 
faith. They call together on 
common saints who shared 
their millennium of joint his-
tory. Their liturgical prac-
tices — especially looking 
at the Orthodox alongside 
Catholicism’s Eastern Rites 
— would be hard for casual 
outsiders to differentiate. 
The exalted position of the 
Mother of God — not only in 

theology, personal piety, and 
art, but even in the practical 
experience of Her interven-
tion in history and in the 
lives of men — is a power-
ful unifying dimension that 
the Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches share.

Having so much in com-
mon on earth — and so pow-
erful a friend in Heaven — 
requires that Catholics and 
Orthodox face each other 
as friends with a common 
agenda of tackling honestly 
the points that divide them, 
and face together the forces 
they both recognize as genu-

Father Gruner (left), and His Beatitude Gregorios III Laham 
(right), the Patriarch of the Melkite Uniate Catholic Church of 
Damascus and Antioch, spreading Our Lady of Fatima’s Message 
right up to the steps of the Vatican.
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ine enemies. Distinguishing 
the two challenges, and re-
sponding appropriately, is of 
signal importance.

Breaking an Ecumenical 
Impasse

Let us look first at the dif-
ferences between friends. 
Fatima has the potential 
for breaking   the centuries-
old impasse keeping the 
Orthodox Churches from rec-
onciling with Rome. We must 
start by recognizing that de-
spite the desire for unity pro-
fessed by both sides, despite 
the many hours that have 
been devoted to dialogue 
and theological discussions, 
despite the top priority with 
which recent Pontiffs have 
embraced this mission, and 
despite the major break-
throughs even in this pres-
ent pontificate, the fact is 
that unity remains as elusive 
as ever. Centuries have seen 
little movement on the few 
but major ecclesiological and 
doctrinal differences that di-
vide Catholic and Orthodox. 
Ironically, they cannot get 
closer together precisely be-
cause they are so close al-
ready.

If the Catholic and the 
Orthodox were Protestant 
denominations, Christian 

splinter groups, theological 
movements, or gatherings 
of self-ordained ministers, 
they could sit around a table 
and rethink their doctrines 
and compromise their dif-
ferences, because all those 
are entities created by hu-
man beings. But neither the 
Orthodox Churches, nor the 
Catholic Church, feel they 
have the right to compro-
mise on doctrine, worship or 
jurisdiction.

Catholicism and Ortho-
doxy each professes that it 
has faithfully transmitted 
authentic Christian doctrine 
from apostolic times, that its 
liturgy has developed organ-
ically from earliest times, and 
that the authority claimed 
and exercised by its hierar-
chy are rights and responsi-
bilities of unbroken apostolic 
derivation.

These claims to immutable 
truth and authority stand in 
such striking contrast to the 
rest of the Christian world 
that they should create a pow-
erful bond between Catholic 
and Orthodox, pulling them 
together. And they do, but 
only to the point where both, 
to be faithful, must insist that 
further compromise is im-
possible. It is clear that such 
an impasse cannot be broken 
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by mere human means.
That leaves the two as rival 

Churches whose parallel ef-
forts to be faithful to Christ’s 
call to evangelize bring them 
into potential clashes when 
they find themselves trying 
to advance their sway in the 
same geographic territory 
or in the hearts of the same 
people. Russia and Russians, 
in this case. To what extent, 
for instance, should the 
Catholic Church defer to the 
Russian Orthodox Church as 
the presumed major voice of 
Christianity in Russian soci-
ety? To what extent should 
the Russian Orthodox 
Church make room for 
Catholic congregations, di-
ocesan structures and out-
reach efforts, not just serving 
expatriate communities or 
“ethnically Catholic minori-
ties,” but among the main-
stream Russian population? 
To what extent should each 
Church accept or promote 
individual conversions from 
each other’s faithful?

Recent decades have seen 
conversions of prominent in-
dividuals in both directions 
— Orthodox believers who 
find their way individually, 
Newman-like, to Rome, and 
not a few Western Catholics 
who have fled liturgical 

upheaval in their own par-
ishes and found a home in 
Orthodoxy.

It should be no impediment 
to friendly Catholic-Russian 
Orthodox relations if the 
Orthodox were to admit that 
they would like nothing bet-
ter than to see all Christians in 
Russia adhere to Orthodoxy, 
and if the Catholics were to 
admit that they would like 
nothing better than to see 
every Christian in the world 
profess Catholicism. Both 
Catholic and Orthodox lead-
ers, after all, have made it 
amply clear that they would 
in fact prefer, even more, a 
solution that would end the 
schism without extinguish-
ing the identity of the for-
merly schismatic Church, 
as opposed to either a mass 
conversion of individuals or 
to just letting the separation 
continue as it is now. 

Yet no amount of prog-
ress at the dialogue table can 
meanwhile relieve an indi-
vidual of the duty to adhere 
to God’s truth where it can 
be found in its fullness, nor 
of one who believes he pos-
sesses the truth to share it 
with others. Where conflict-
ing claims to truth are being 
advanced, whichever does 
not accord with God’s eter-
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nal truth is in error, and all 
sincere believers can only 
pray that they and others 
will be converted from any 
beliefs they hold that are in 
fact wrong.

Our Lady’s Startling 
Solution

Enter Our Lady of Fatima, 
and Her promise of the con-
version of Russia. At first 
blush, She appears to be 
treading on the very ground 
from which Orthodox would 
recoil. Do Catholic prayers 
for Russia’s conversion mean 
the Russians would all des-
ert the Orthodox Church and 
become Catholic? Catholics 
may indeed envision such 
a scenario, but the point is, 
it does not matter what the 
Catholics think would hap-
pen; they aren’t the ones who 
will decide. Mary will.

There is not a Catholic 
Mary and an Orthodox Mary; 
there is just one Mother of 
God, to whom both have 
had recourse throughout 
Christian history, and to 
whom both can look with 
entire confidence. Whatever 
erroneous interpretations 
of doctrine or Church gov-
ernance the Catholics or the 
Orthodox may have fallen 
into — actually or in the eyes 

of the other — Mary cannot 
do or will anything other 
than the Will of God. Surely 
if either a devout Catholic or 
a devout Russian Orthodox 
could actually know the Will 
of God and the desire of 
Mary’s heart, that is what 
they would want, whatever 
their preconceptions might 
have been.

What type of conversion 
does God seek from Russia? 
Catholics and Orthodox 
would no doubt answer that 
differently if asked, but the 
beauty of Fatima is that no 
one has to figure out who 
has it right in order to bring 
it about. The key is in the ac-
tual wording of Our Lady of 
Fatima’s request and prom-
ise: 

“I shall come to ask for the 
Consecration of Russia to My 
Immaculate Heart... If My 
requests are heeded, Russia 
will be converted and there 
will be peace... The Holy Fa-
ther will consecrate Russia to 
Me, and she will be convert-
ed, and a period of peace will 
be granted to the world.” 
Notice who gets assigned 

which tasks. She does not 
say, “If you convert Russia, I 
will bring peace.” The Pope 
is simply asked to consecrate 
Russia to Her, to be Heaven’s 
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instrument in performing 
this act. He is not asked to 
convert Russia, or to decide 
what type of conversion 
Russia needs. Neither are 
the Catholics or the Russian 
Orthodox or any other hu-
man agency.

Instead, the conversion is 
part of what She promises 
in return; “Russia will be con-
verted” It is Her job, not ours.

This distinction is pro-
foundly significant. It means, 
first of all, that no one has to 
figure out, decide or agree 
together on what type of con-
version She had in mind, in 
order to fulfill Her requests 
and claim Her promises.

Let us suppose that Russia 
is consecrated by the Pope 
together with all the Catholic 
bishops, just as Our Lady 
asked for. Catholics and 
Orthodox alike will be able 
to take their cue for conform-
ing to the Will of God in their 
relations by watching what 
happens next.

If the most visible changes 
were instead in the public 
arena — a different standard 
of public service, an end to 
every type of abuse of author-
ity, flowering of social justice, 
emergence of harmonious in-
stitutions of governance, rec-
onciliation between regions 

and ethnic groups, disap-
pearance of political corrup-
tion and organized crime, 
international policies reflect-
ing a deep-seated civilian 
and military commitment to 
peace, an accounting for and 
disposing of nuclear weap-
ons, honoring of God in the 
public square — well, then 
that’s the type of conversion 
She had in mind.

Or if Orthodox leaders and 
ordinary faithful suddenly 
find themselves seized with 
a desire to reconcile with 
Rome and no longer feel an 
impediment to submitting to 
papal authority and magiste-
rial teaching, it would sug-
gest that was indeed the type 
of conversion God willed.

Or if — aside from reli-
gious affiliation — a great 
moral revival spontaneously 
arose among the people at the 
individual level, prompting 
Russians to turn with loath-
ing from vices such as abor-
tion and pornography and 
drunkenness, stirring great 
longing for chastity and life-
long marital commitment, 
revolutionizing the conduct 
of business and education, 
manifesting itself in an el-
evated level of unselfishness 
marked by acts of charity 
and desire for children, and 
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cementing all the above with 
a flowering of faith and reli-
gious fervor, then that type 
of conversion of life will ob-
viously be what Mary had 
intended.

And if, in the context of 
such a revival, there fol-
lowed a surge of religious 
vocations, a rebirth of mo-
nasticism, greatly increased 
participation in the liturgy 
and the sacraments, and if 
this occurred not only among 
Catholics in Russia but also, 
or even especially, among 
the Orthodox, then it would 
be clear to Catholic and 
Orthodox leaders alike that 
Heaven looked with great 
favor on Russian Orthodoxy 
and wished to preserve it in 
a special way within the uni-
versal Church.

The conversion of Russia, 
whatever form it took, would 
cause mankind to look with 
great hope for fulfillment of 
the next promise — an era 
of peace — and would sure-
ly also have the result that 
Our Lord told Sr. Lucy was 
its ultimate purpose: a great 
outpouring of gratitude and 
devotion to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary.

The conversion of Russia, 
whether it led Russians to 
embrace the Catholic Faith 

or deepen their Orthodox 
faith or both, may or may 
not have a direct impact 
on Catholic-Orthodox dia-
logue. The Orthodox could 
be inspired to move closer 
to the Catholic position, or 
the Catholic hierarchy and 
theologians may be inspired 
to see certain issues in a new 
light that brings the two sides 
closer together, or both could 
be left to continue working 
out their differences to their 
best human ability. But the 
new level of virtue, kindness, 
and openness to the truth of 
the Holy Spirit would cer-
tainly make the task, in any 
event, sweeter and more pro-
ductive.

The Russian Orthodox 
have no reason whatever to 
oppose a papal consecra-
tion of Russia on religious 
grounds. There is no down-
side for them. If the gesture 
was in fact empty, meaning-
less, inappropriate and/or 
not a fulfillment of a genuine 
heavenly request, or brought 
no visible results, it would 
have no impact at all.

But if in fact God does will 
it, and it has any or all of the 
impacts described above, it 
would prove to have been 
an inestimable blessing 
for the Russian people, for 

The Blessed Virgin Mary 
appeared to Sister 
Lucy on June 13, 1929, 

to tell her that “the moment 
has come in which God asks 
the Holy Father to make, in 
union with all the bishops of 
the world, the Consecration 
of Russia to My Immaculate 
Heart, promising to save it 
(Russia) by this means.”

Sister Lucy explained 
in numerous public state-
ments that the only way this 
request can be fulfi lled is 
for the Pope, together with all the Catholic bishops in the 
world, to consecrate Russia (and specifi cally Russia) to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary on the same day and at the same 
hour in a solemn and public ceremony.

Still, Our Lady’s request for Russia’s 
Consecration remains unfulfi lled

Call us toll-free at 1-800-263-8160 
for your petition form or sign it online

 at www.fatima.org

Now is truly the time when every believing Catholic 
needs to stand up and be counted in the effort to ful-
fi ll Our Lady’s request for Russia’s Consecration. We 

must also do what Our Lord Himself commanded regarding 
the delay in heeding Our Lady’s request: “Pray a great deal 
for the Holy Father.”

We beg you to add your name to those of more than six mil-
lion faithful Catholics, respectfully asking the Holy Father 
to fulfi ll Our Lady’s request for the Consecration of Russia.
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Orthodox-Catholic relations, 
and for the entire world.
Facing the Common Enemy

The battle — the Holy 
Spirit tells us through St. Paul 
— is “not against flesh and 
blood, but against the princi-
palities and powers, the rul-
ers of this world of darkness, 
the evil spirits in high plac-
es.” (Eph. 6:12) Since, in fact, 
faithful believers — whether 
Catholic or Orthodox — 
have nothing to lose and ev-
erything to gain — indeed 
exceedingly much to gain — 
in the Consecration of Russia 
as Our Lady requested it, it 
would behoove both of them 
to look carefully — once 
the impediments caused by 
their own fears have been 
overcome — at the question 
of who or what outside the 
Church might be working to 
prevent it from happening.

External — perhaps we 
should just say infernal — 
forces could be exerting 
pressure either within the 
Vatican or within the ranks 
of the Orthodox or both. 
They could be wielding ac-
tual threats of dire harm, or 
they could simply be posi-
tioning themselves in places 
where they can manipulate 
the thoughts and fears of oth-
ers, reinforcing the percep-

tion that the Consecration 
of Russia is something that 
would be problematic in a 
variety of ways, something 
it would just be better not to 
do, or at least not to do right 
now.

Timing is of the Essence
It is tragic to think of the 

toll in human sorrow aris-
ing from the evils of the past 
century — the “worse war” 
(World War II) that Our 
Lady predicted, the scourge 
of Nazism, the subjugation 
of Eastern Europe, the per-
secutions of the Church in 
Russia, Spain and still today 
in China, and the countless 
millions of murders spew-
ing from the Pandora’s 
box of Bolshevism (Lenin, 
Stalin, Mao, Pol Pot, numer-
ous local revolutionaries 
as Russia’s errors spread 
throughout the world) — 
even the worldwide abor-
tion holocaust got its start 
in Soviet Russia. All these 
could have been avoided 
had Our Lady’s requests 
been acted upon, say, in the 
early 1930’s.

And the Enemy of Souls 
never rests. Who knows 
what plans he might be fine-
tuning at this very moment 
— new charismatic tyrants 
being groomed to lead to-
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morrow’s mobs somewhere 
in the world, new scandals 
being orchestrated to desta-
bilize and bring down gov-
ernments, new visions of evil 
being nurtured in the minds 
of terrorists, new ways to 
undermine marriage and 
family life, new wars be-
tween nations or whole civi-
lizations, new scandals and 
persecutions to cripple the 
Church? Who knows where 
he might be hiding nuclear 
weapons, conspiring to put 
them in the wrong hands? 
Who knows what horrors 
he might be perfecting in 
some unknown laboratory, 
almost ready to move from 
the drawing board to the 
evening news — a new dis-
ease, a new type of natural 
disaster, a genetically ma-
nipulated monstrosity, or 
a new weapon of mass de-
struction?

A Race to the Finish
Mary and Her enemy 

since the dawn of history 
are in a race for time. The 
Catholics and the Russian 
Orthodox are uniquely po-
sitioned to form a vanguard 
against this wily foe.

The 90’s and now the 
21st Century have brought 
a range of new evidence 

that the Enemy is not sleep-
ing. The worldwide moral 
crisis has worsened expo-
nentially — the war on the 
unborn has morphed into 
cloning and embryo exploi-
tation; homosexualist de-
mands have morphed from 
tolerance for perversion 
to intolerance for contrary 
views; popular culture has 
sunk deeper into violence 
and degradation. In the 
geopolitical arena, we have 
seen unabating wars in the 
Middle East, the September 
11 attack and the whole rise 
of militant Islamism, geno-
cide in Africa, ethnic cleans-
ing in the Balkans, nuclear 
saber-rattling in Korea, ac-
ceptance of torture, and the 
global specter of terrorism. 
There is the phenomenon of 
globalization — increasing-
ly concentrating economic 
and political power in fewer 
hands and larger entities 
— that offers the potential 
for human advancement 
but also makes individuals 
more powerless and evil po-
tentially harder to fight.

In the shadowy gray ar-
eas where “acts of God” are 
not always easily separable 
from the work of human 
hands — perhaps human 
hands aided by diabolical 
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interference — we have seen 
a cascade of humanitarian 
and ecological disasters — 
starvation, drought, desert-
ification, strange weather 
patterns, tidal waves, hur-
ricanes, earthquakes, wild-
fires, breakthroughs in 
technology for electronic 
snooping and data collec-
tion, frightening new dis-
eases, designer babies, glob-
al warming, and advances 
in chemical and biological 
weapons technology.

Be Not Afraid!
It would seem obvious 

that if there is a means to 
introduce into this danger-
ous and volatile contem-
porary environment such 
transforming heavenly gifts 
as the wholesale conversion 
of one of the world’s larg-
est nations and a period of 
peace for the entire world, 
it would be better to do so 
sooner rather than later. 
And, that from the devil’s 
point of view, even a short 
delay may represent a cov-
eted victory if it enables him 
to unleash some as yet un-
known new plague — literal 
or figurative — upon man-
kind.

This writer is perhaps 
not the only person to have 
been fascinated, as a first-

year Latin student, with the 
word “time-bam” (Its mean-
ing is “I was afraid.”) If 
pronounced half in English, 
half in Latin, it evokes the 
English word “time-bomb.” 
It seems, somehow, a fitting 
evocation of the Holy See’s 
moth-balled mandate to con-
secrate Russia by name: a tick-
ing time-bomb, crying out 
to be defused, while Vatican 
officials eye it warily from a 
distance, gingerly pushing it 
out of sight, saying in effect, 
“I would have dealt with it 
but I was afraid”.

It is time to ask the Holy 
See the same question posed 
earlier to the Orthodox: 
What is there to be afraid 
of? What is the downside?

Clearly, there need be no 
embarrassment about doing 
the Consecration again just 
because it is supposed to 
have already been done be-
fore. That didn’t stop any of 
the previous seven or so rep-
etitions, even the one in 2000 
after Heaven’s acceptance of 
the 1984 version had been 
proclaimed so definitively. 
It can always be presented 
merely as a renewal, or even 
openly as a desire to con-
form even more perfectly to 
God’s Will and Our Lady’s 
wishes. The announcement 
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could even echo Our Lady’s 
own words in 1929, after the 
unexplained 12-year delay 
from Her original broaching 
of the subject in 1917: “The 
time has now come ... “

If the Consecration has in 
fact been fully accomplished 
already, a needless repeti-
tion would be, at worse, su-
perfluous. And if, indeed, 
it ruffled the feathers of the 
Russian government or the 
Russian Orthodox or any-
one else, how long and how 
strenuously could they be 
expected to protest a mean-
ingless gesture, even if it 
constituted a faux pas? If 
serious dialogue can be de-
railed for so flimsy a reason, 
it wasn’t going anywhere 
anyway.

As elaborated above, there 
is every reason to believe 
that Orthodox objections — 
if founded on religious con-
cerns and not resulting from 
political pressure — could 
be overcome in advance, if 
a serious effort were made 
to reach out to them to ex-
plore their objections. There 
is no reason in logic for the 
Russian Orthodox to op-
pose or feel threatened by 
the Consecration, whether it 
were meaningless or effec-
tive. In the latter case, Our 

Lady’s response in Russia 
would help both Catholics 
and Orthodox to better un-
derstand and more perfect-
ly conform to God’s Will, 
something both presum-
ably want. If the Russian 
Orthodox have indeed 
fought the Consecration up 
until now, it could only be a 
result of misunderstanding 
— precisely the type of issue 
for which genuine dialogue 
and discussion is an appro-
priate remedy.  |
Footnote: 1. Fatima Crusader Editor’s 
Note: “Communism has bitten the 
dust” is the author’s exact statement. 
Readers of The Fatima Crusader 
know that Fatima prophecy tells 
us clearly that if Russia is properly 
consecrated in time, then Russia 
will be a providential instrument of 
mercy for all men, helping to bring 
peace to the whole world. On the 
other hand, if Russia is not properly 
consecrated in time, then Russia will 
be “an instrument of chastisement, 
chosen by Heaven to punish the 
whole world (for its sins),” as Sister 
Lucy explained. Communism may 
have eaten humble pie, “bitten 
the dust” in 1989-1991 but there is 
already much evidence that it is 
making strides to come back greater 
than ever in the near future. See 
News on page 27.

Reprinted with permission from Inside 
the Vatican (Catholic News Magazine) 
P.O. Box 57, New Hope, KY 40052-0057 
USA • editor@insidethevatican.com; 
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1-800-789-9494 (toll free for USA and 
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