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30 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

Introduction: A Summary of the History of the Possessions of the
Ursulines of Loudun

It was the year 1633, during the reign of Louis the Just,! and while Cardinal de
Richelieu? was first minister in the French government and was doing very il-
lustrious things for the good of the church and the state, that Our Lord permit-
ted hell to undertake something fearful in the city of Loudun. This undertaking
could be seen in the possession of the Ursuline nuns who some years earlier
had established a convent there,3 and who, in the peace of their convent, were
working for the good of the church by charitably instructing young persons
of their gender. By a strange magic charm, the nuns found themselves vexed
unjustly by the malevolent spirit and possessed by the devil, during the time
when Monsieur Martin de Laubardemont* was serving as intendant® for justice
and was working on the demolition of the castle and the fortifications of that
city.

Ordinarily, evil spells of that sort, of which there are numerous examples
in the history of the church, are based on the lewdness of magicians who use
demons to act in the bodies or spirits of women or maidens, in order to induce
them to carnal love.

Several persons have believed that this same carnal love was the source of
the magic charm that showed up in this Ursuline convent; but when the true
story has been told, it will be seen that the magic charm placed upon the nuns
of Loudun was based on hate, rather than love.

1 King Louis x111 of France (160143, 1.1610—43).

2 Cardinal Armand-Jean du Plessis de Richelieu (1585-1642), commonly referred to as “Cardi-
nal de Richelieu,” became Louis X111’s principal minister in 1624 and held that position until
his death.

3 Founded on August 31, 1625, the convent accepted its first nuns in July 1627.

4 Jean Martin (or Jean de Martin), baron de Laubardemont, was born in Bordeaux around 1590,
died in Paris in 1653. In 1633, he was entrusted with the witchcraft trial of Urbain Grandier
(1590-1634), curé (that is, parish priest) of Loudun, whom he sentenced to be burned alive.
Laubardemont was related to Jeanne de Belcier (1602—65), known in religion as Mother
Jeanne des Anges. She was the superior (“mother prioress”) of the convent and the main
protagonist of the dramatic events; Belcier was related to two other nuns. During the 1620s
and 1630s, Laubardemont held positions in the Parlement of Bordeaux. For Laubardemont,
see Roland Mousnier, ed., Lettres et mémoires adressés au Chancelier Séguier (Paris: Presses
universitaires de France, 1964), 1:112. For Laubardemont and Loudun, see also Mandrou, Mag-
istrats et sorciers en France, esp. 212-17, 265-69, 323, 546. The main English-language analysis
of the events that are the focus of Surin’s book is de Certeau, Possession at Loudun.

5 Intendant: “A person who is appointed to guide or direct specific affairs and who is empow-
ered to give orders. Intendant for justice in the army, in a province, and so forth”; DAF 1694.
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32 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

In order to take revenge on his enemy by this abominable art, Grandier got
the idea of causing the nuns, who were young and mostly from good families,
to be moved by an ardent love for him. If the nuns were driven in their interior,
he could take advantage of some of them; and when they became pregnant, it
would be attributed to the only person who had been seen talking with them,
that is to say, Monsieur Mignon. Having decided on this plan, Grandier carried
it out as follows: a branch of a rose bush bearing several roses was tossed into
the convent, and everyone who smelled the roses was seized by the malevolent
spirit. The mother prioress was first. She was twenty-five at the time, and her
name was Jeanne de Belcier,? daughter of the baron de Cozes in Saintonge. She
was very mature and very prudent. Next came her two relatives, both known
as Mother de Nogeret, two sisters.!® Then came Sister Claude de Razilly, Car-
dinal de Richelieu’s relative; Sister Anne de Sainte-Agnes, the daughter of the
marquis of La Motte Baracé in Anjou; Sister Martha and Sister Catherine, lay
sisters. In addition to these possessed women, all the nuns were obsessed, and
in the convent as a whole almost everyone bore some mark of possession.!!
Carried away by this magic charm, they felt vehement inclinations for Grand-
ier, in addition to the thoughts and the imaginings that nature can give, but
that hell uses against the most innocent persons. God permitting this, they
thought only of Grandier. Although they did not even know him by sight, they
would cry out for him alone, and they would go to the most distant places in
the building and gardens to cry out for him and seem to be seeking him; so it
sometimes happened that after they had spent several hours in a little garden
shelter, or in an attic, sighing for him, having chosen a convenient time and
place he would appear to them, suddenly transported by the devil. And Our
Lord permitting this, he would say to the nuns: “Well! What do you want of
me?” But when these souls regained consciousness, they would be disgusted
by him and would reject him, horrified, because these impressions and these
desires had not become part of their will and had occupied only the sense that

9 Jeanne des Anges was the daughter of Louis de Belcier de Cozes (dates unknown). The
text reads “Belciel,” a distorted spelling that has tacitly been modified here. Surin gener-
ally calls her “the mother prioress,” or simply “the mother.” Her attacks began in 1632 and
continued until late 1638. For more on her, see de Certeau, Possession at Loudun, pas-
sim, esp. 213—26; Henri Bremond, Histoire littéraire du sentiment religieux en France (Paris:
Bloud et Gay, 1933), 5:201—251.

10 This misspelled name (“Nogent”) has been tacitly corrected in this translation. The
two nuns were almost certainly the children of Louis de Belcier’s half-brother, Louis de
Barbézieux, lord of Nogeret (1668-1701). For these persons and for events at the convent
before Surin’s arrival in December 1634, see de Certeau, Possession at Loudun.

11 For the differences between obsession and possession, see glossary, “Obsession vs.
Possession.”
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this, God was showing him the sort of suffering into which he had permitted
the father to fall. No physician could explain this unusual suffering.!'6

After the mother’s total deliverance, all the other possessed women hoped
to obtain theirs, and they begged the fathers who were doing the exorcisms
to exorcise them no longer, hoping that if the exorcisms were stopped, they
would find peace and would no longer be tormented. They continued to say
this, but the fathers had difficulty believing them. Nonetheless, by his prov-
idence, God caused the king, who had seen the mother totally delivered, to
deem it a useless expense to keep the exorcists at Loudun. This part of the
budget was therefore crossed out in the financial records, and the payments
stopped. Everyone went away, and in a short while the maidens were in peace
and tranquility, and so was the mother. The nuns, no longer being disturbed,
devoted themselves to serving God, to prayer, and to cultivating their interiors.
And God spread his blessing over them and over the convent. As for the names
that were on the mother’s hand, they remained until the feast of Saint John,1”
1662, when they were renewed for the last time. Today, in 1663, these names are
completely gone, and no one knows why, except that this mother, in order to be
freed of the continual importunities of those who, in order to see them, were
turning her away from Our Lord, had asked, pleadingly, that this suffering be
lifted from her. “And that,” says Father Surin, “is a truth that I learned from her
not long ago in one of her letters. And so, for a year and a half, she has not had
the names on her hand, and we do not know what God will do in the future.”

The End

[A preliminary note by Jean-Joseph Surin]

116 Atthis point, the 1829 edition has the following note, presumably written by the unnamed
editor: “The rest of the manuscript of this first part discusses a great number of healings
operated by Saint Joseph's holy unction, not only to serve as proof of the grandeur of this
saint’s merits, as Father Surin recounts, but also as proof that the mother’s voyage through
France to Savoy was truly ordered by God in order, by the authenticity of the marvels
that accompanied this voyage, to confound the extravagance of those who denied the
mother’s possession and her fortunate deliverance. Elsewhere we shall publish the ac-
count of these miraculous healings.”

117 The feast of St. John the Baptist falls on June 24.
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34 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

Having received the order, he did not delay having Grandier arrested and taken
to the castle of Angers, because there was no secure prison at Loudun. At An-
gers, he interrogated Grandier, who at first refused to reply, but then decided to
do so, and answered. Meanwhile, having been informed about what was going
on during the exorcisms, Monsieur de Poitiers came to Loudun; but since there
were several possessed persons (for, in addition to the nuns, there were three
or four lay women), he summoned a Recollect friar named Father Lactance, a
good religious who had been successful at other exorcisms, having delivered
someone in Auvergne from a possession. This father began very seriously to
exorcise the mother prioress, and sometimes the others, among them Sister
Agnes and Sister Claire, Monsieur de Poitiers usually being present. These ex-
orcisms were done with great show and were attended by all sorts of persons
who came in great number from every province.

Seeing that the demon’s accusations were always directed against Grandier
and his accomplices, both men and women, in order to be close to the exor-
cism, Monsieur the intendant ordered that Grandier be conducted to Loudun,
where the intendant kept a very strict prison; and after several interrogations
and confrontations with the nuns, who said that they had seen the aforesaid
Grandier several times in the convent at an unwarranted hour of the night, the
intendant was ordered by the king to assemble fourteen judges from the vari-
ous neighboring présidiaux,'s such as Poitiers, Angers, Tours, Orléans, Chinon,
La Fleche, and others. The members of this court having been selected, and
Monsieur de Laubardemont presiding, the demons told of marks on Grandier’s
body, which were verified. His trial was held and completed, and the judges
unanimously declared him guilty of casting evil spells on the nuns. Although
he persisted in denying the crime of magic, he did admit to several other
crimes, and especially to having written a book against priestly celibacy, which
was found in his trunk, written in his own hand. He was nonetheless sentenced
to be burned alive in the city of Loudun. This sentence was carried out, Grand-
ier being continually attended by religious. His death took place with so scant
a demonstration of piety that, two hours before the execution, he was singing
the song about the happy sojourn of Parthenia and Alidor, which showed that
he had very little devotion and a totally profane and worldly heart. While they
were executing him, the demons in the possessed persons appeared to be ex-
tremely pained about his chance of salvation. They were in the convent at the
time, and everything going on in Grandier could be seen on the faces of the
possessed. Finally, at the moment of his death, the demons showed extreme

15  Présidiaux (sing. présidial): intermediate courts established in 1552 between the provin-
cial parlements and the courts of the baillis.
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were received by the Reverendissme Mother de Chantal.!'® She very charita-
bly lodged them for the nine days they were there. Mother de Chantal, greatly
troubled at seeing that Father Surin was mute, wanted to try to contribute to
his healing by means of the holy bishop’s relics. The nuns thought that they
should make him swallow a little bit of the bishop’s dried blood that they kept
in a box. That was done in the morning, immediately after Communion. As
soon as he swallowed it, a sort of air bubble formed in the depths of his entrails
and came up into his mouth, causing him to say these words distinctly: “Jesus,
Maria.” But he was unable to say anything else, so great was the sudden shock
to his faculties. When the novena was over, they went to Lyon, hoping to en-
counter the mother there.

They soon learned that she had left Paris with Monsieur de Morans, the
grand vicar of Monsieur de Poitiers, the mother sub-prioress, her companion,
Madame Amauric, and a young lady. Monseigneur de Sens’s gentleman was on
horseback. Monseigneur the cardinal de Richelieu had said to her upon leav-
ing: “Come now, Mother, I fear that your exorcist, Father Surin, has left. Try to
meet up with him, and even if he is already at Annecy, bring him back, so that
you can go together to accomplish your vow, as stated.”

However, the plague broke out in Lyon, and it spread so quickly that the fa-
thers resolved not to wait for the mother there. They organized their departure
for a specific day; but a legitimate obstacle surfaced. The next day, as the father
was about to mount a horse in order to leave, a messenger came to say that
the mother had just arrived, and that she was going to the house of Reverend
Mother Matel,'!! prioress of the convent of the Incarnate Word, near Fourviere
Square.'2 He went there with Father Thomas, his companion, and saw the moth-
er arrive. When Father Thomas said that they were going back, the mother told
them about the order she had received from Monseigneur the cardinal. It was
necessary to consult the Jesuit reverend fathers of Lyon, who concluded that
despite the orders of Father Jacquinot, the provincial, Father Surin ought to

110 Jeanne-Frangoise Frémiot (1572-1641), the widowed baroness de Chantal, met Frangois
de Sales in 1604 and founded the Congregation of the Visitation at Annecy in 1610.
De Sales wrote his Treatise on the Love of God for these nuns. Chantal was canonized in
1767.

111 Jeanne Chézard de Matel (1596-1670) was busy founding the Order of the Incarnate Word
when the prioress of Loudun met her. The house in Avignon dates from 1639; Grenoble
followed in 1643.

112 The printed text of 1829 reads “Fourniére.” This seems to be a misreading of the handwrit-
ing, “A hill called Fourviére” (now the site of the nineteenth-century basilica of Notre-
Dame de Fourviére) looms over the old city. The error, if it is indeed an error, persists in
the Prunair edition.
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36 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

cardinal de Richelieu, got the idea of employing the Jesuit fathers to exorcise
these maidens. To this end, His Majesty wrote the father provincial of Guyenne
to inform him that he wanted some Jesuit fathers to be sent to help these poor,
possessed maidens. Monseigneur the Cardinal [Richelieu] also wrote him; and
the father provincial (Arnault Bohire!®), mulling over the matter, decided on
Father Surin, who at the time was at Marennes, where he was preaching to
the people. As was customary with matters of consequence, the father provin-
cial wanted to consult his advisors. None of them wanted to send this father,
because he was only thirty-three, and they did not think that he possessed
the necessary qualities for that function. Despite this, the father provincial re-
mained firm in his opinion; he informed the superior at Marennes that as soon
as he received the letter, he should send Father Surin to Poitiers, to exorcise the
nuns of Loudun

1 How Father Surin Undertook to Exorcise the Mother Prioress, and
the Condition of the One and of the Other

When divine providence chose Father Surin to be employed at exorcisms, he
was as far from being disposed to doing this function as one could imagine;
all the more so because, for several years, he had been overwhelmed by great
physical and spiritual suffering that rendered him almost incapable of all types
of work. His body was so feeble that he could not apply himself to anything
without a great deal of pain; and owing to continual headaches, he could not
do the least reading. Moreover, his spirit was plunged into such extreme suf-
ferings and pressures that he did not know what would become of him, all of
this owing to an order that he did not understand and to causes for which he
could find no remedy. This anguish had especially been gripping him for two
years, during which his soul had been so darkened, afflicted, and clenched, and
his body so hemmed in and anguished in every way, that he did not think he
would be able to live very long in that condition. His troubles had begun four
years earlier,!® but for the first two years, they were accompanied by a great

18  Arnaud Bohyre, provincial of the Jesuit province of Aquitaine (1632-36), of which Bor-
deaux was the principal city.

19  In1630, Surin finished his “tertianship” year of novitiate at Rouen, at which point he be-
gan “laboring” for God and for his neighbor: first at the novitiate of Bordeaux (1630-31),
next at the college of Saintes (1631—32), and then as a missionary at Marennes (1632—34),
a coastal town in a Protestant region that was prosperous owing to its location in the
middle of salt-producing marshes.

CONTAINING WHAT HAPPENED BEFORE AND DURING 121

me a piece of that saint’s flesh, wrapped up in a cloth. That precious relic
had the same odor as Saint Joseph’s unction, and even the same odor as
on the mother’s hand.

12 Containing What Happened before and during the Mother’s
Journey to Savoy

The mother having acquired total peace and liberty, Father Surin was spoken
to about working to help other possessed persons; but his ailments had wors-
ened in the extreme. The father provincial having come to Loudun, the father
himself asked to withdraw, which was granted him. He was sent to Bordeaux,
where he was incapable of doing anything but endure his suffering. It became
so intense that he even lost the ability to speak, and was mute for seven months,
unable to say Mass, or read, or write, or even dress and undress himself, or fi-
nally move at all. He sank into a malady unknown to all the physicians, whose
remedies remained without effect. The entire winter was spent that way.

Meanwhile, they thought about carrying out the vow, made at Loudun, to go
to Savoy. The father desired it very much, hoping to find relief there from his
ailments. The mother also desired it greatly. Finally, those on whom this jour-
ney depended contributed to carrying it out. Having learned that the mother
would be going to Paris after Easter, and then to Lyon and from there to Savoy,
Father Jacquinot told Father Surin to be ready to depart, and to go meet her,
wanting him to go via Toulouse, Languedoc, Avignon, and then Grenoble. He
gave him as a companion Father Thomas, a gentle and charitable man, and
after Quasimodo'®3 they left Bordeaux together. Externally, the father appeared
to be in rather good health, but all that time he was suffering extremely from
external ills. And being unable to speak, he was deprived of the consolation of
gathering any benefit during his voyage from the persons who spoke to him.
He used signs to confess to Father Thomas, and he received Communion very
often.

Already quite far along the route, he learned that the mother was in Paris, at
Monsieur de Laubardemont’s residence. She was visited there by a large part
of the royal court and by common people, who would go to see the marks on
her hand. To satisfy the public’s curiosity, she had to stay patiently at a low
window from which she would show her hand to everyone who appeared,
more than fifty thousand souls a day. Each person talked about her as his fancy
dictated: some treated her with respect, others with great scorn. She visited

103 The feast of Quasimodo was celebrated on the octave of Easter. In1638, Easter fell on April
12. In short, they set off in late April.
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38 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

If I can do nothing else, I shall speak of God and his love into the pos-
sessed woman'’s ears. And if I can make my words enter her heart, I shall
win a soul to God, and shall persuade that soul to dedicate itself to this
happy life that one has with him in one’s interior. If not, my words will
cause the devil so much pain that he will be forced to listen to me, and he
will want to surrender his fortress22 to me.

In this spirit and with this trust, his principal concern was to remain recollect-
ed.?3 He continued along his route and spent the night in La Rochelle, to which
he had gone on foot, hoping to do the same for the entire journey; but he had
been too optimistic. That one day had so exhausted him that he had to go on
horseback to Poitiers. There, he was given as a companion Father Bachelier,
who was older than he. In this manner, the two of them reached Loudun.

Meanwhile, the father provincial was giving further thought to this matter.
The next day, he wrote to the superior at Marennes saying that, if Father Surin
had not yet left, he should keep him there, for he had changed his mind; but
that if Father Surin had left, he should be allowed to go to Loudun.

At the time, there was a very pious maiden at Marennes who had great
communications with God, and who had Father Surin as her confessor and
director. He had told her about the order he had received and would obey. She
learned from God that the father would suffer strange ailments while carrying
out this task; so she was terrified, and her face could not conceal her apprehen-
sion. She told the father that he would experience great ailments, but that God
would help him. In a supernatural vision, she had seen a hand extended over
him, like a pall to protect him.

This took place during Advent of 1634. Having reached Loudun, Father Surin
watched the persons who had preceded him at doing exorcisms. The first time
he attended an exorcism, it was clear to him that these maidens were possessed
by the malevolent spirit. God gave him such great tenderness for them, owing
to the great wretchedness of their state, that he could not keep from shed-
ding many tears when he saw them, and from feeling moved to relieve them
by an extreme affection. Monsieur de Laubardemont, the intendant, took him

22 In a sort of reverse image of “standing guard over the heart” (see Lallemant, Spiritual
Doctrine, 107-14), Surin imagines the demon standing guard at a fortress (place), always
ready to launch an attack. This is but the first of many evocations of demons as warriors
who are determined to retain control over a possessed person’s soul.

23 Recollection means attention to the presence of God in the soul. It includes withdrawing
the mind from external and earthly affairs in order to attend to God and divine things.
It is interior solitude where the soul is alone with God.

HOW FATHER SURIN WAS SENT BACK TO LOUDUN 119

We have said that there is reason to believe that the renovation of these
names was done by the mother’s good angel, for although the first charac-
ters were made by the operation of the malevolent spirit, there is nonethe-
less good reason to think that their extraordinary conservation should be
attributed to the good angel, not to the devils from whom she was delivered.
All the more so since this renovation is done with the interior and exterior
disposition of peace, devotion, and recollection, which is one of the marks
given by spiritual persons as proof that the spirit is good. It is not that there
have not been diverse persons who wanted to philosophize on this subject,
and who have said that the marks of the bad spirit were there, because these
names were on the left hand, which is the hand associated with the devil.
Moreover, it would begin at the lower part of the hand, not the top part; for
they say that the top is close to the thumb and that the name Jesus was seen
closest to the little finger, and then Maria, and that the last name, Francois
de Sales, is closest to the thumb. This leads to an ill-advised speculation, but
it is unfounded.

One must consider that Our Lord wanted these names to be written and
conserved on the hand, for the mother’s consolation, and that for her conve-
nience they should be as they were. Otherwise, they would not have been read
and seen so easily by her. Indeed, if someone wanted to write them on his
hand, that person could only do it by writing on the left hand, beginning at the
base of the little finger and continuing to the thumb, and by putting them on
the back of the hand, in order to read them conveniently. Thus there is no need
for philosophizing and going to seek other causes, except that God wanted the
good maiden to be able to read them and be consoled.

I have reported proofs that these names were renewed in a totally super-
natural way. Here are some other proofs that are above suspicion. There was
a high-ranking lady named Madame de Dars, who asked Monsieur de Poitiers
for permission to withdraw to the convent at Loudun. Several persons begged
her for indubitable proof of the truth; and she herself desired it just as much
as they did. She therefore asked the mother to please make available the hand
on which the names were written. Having granted this request, around the
wrist of her glove the mother put some silk that closed the entire glove; and
in two places she put a seal of Spanish wax on this silk, putting her own seal
on top of it. She did this at a time when the names were soon going to be re-
newed on an approaching holiday. The feast day having arrived, Madame de
Dars begged the mother to permit her to remove the seals. Having broken
the seal that closed the glove, she pulled on it, and she found the names to-
tally repaired, as usually occurred every two weeks, and particularly on note-
worthy feasts of Our Lord, the Blessed Virgin, the apostles, Saint Ignatius,
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40 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

However, there was an important matter at Loudun that was keeping spirits
busy and attentive. Sister Claire’s demon, who was horrible and who was called
Zabulon, had promised, during this sister’s exorcism, that he would come out
on Christmas Day, and that he would write the Holy Name of Jesus on her fore-
head. The father exorcist greeted this promise joyfully, because it was a very
attractive good. The news was spread everywhere, and in Poitiers people were
saying that one of the principal demons of Loudun was supposed to come out
on Christmas.

While Father Lactance was doing exorcisms in such a showy way, under the
authority of Monsieur de Poitiers, the demons of all the possessed women had
been questioned in conformity with the Ritual: De die et hora exitus sui.?® Each
demon promised marvels and things that were piquing everyone’s curiosity:
one was supposed to carry the preacher’s pulpit to the top of the remaining
tower of the castle; another was supposed to remove Monsieur de Laubarde-
mont’s skullcap. In a word, all of them promised great things. The mother pri-
oress’s demons had also made promises. Yet for all that, Our Lord permitted
no effect beyond the demons’ coming out from the mother prioress, but not
S0 soon.

Everyone was waiting to see unusual things; people were thinking solely
about being amused. Zabulon having promised to write the Holy Name of
Jesus, everyone spread the news. However, since Our Lord never fails his own,
he permitted the mother prioress’s demons, who were the most important in
the band and who were being asked about Zabulon’s promise, to say that he
was a deceiver, and that nothing but a bad effect would come of it.

Father Elisée, who likewise was Sister Claire’s exorcist, came to interrogate
this demon, who kept insisting that Zabulon was lying and that he was obliged
to notify Father Elisée about it, against his will. That father said to him: “You are
the one who is lying.” Trusting in the devil’s solemn promise, he told Behemoth
that it would happen, despite what he said. At that, Behemoth said to him
proudly: “It will only bring embarrassment for you and for your order. But all
the embarrassment is for the devil, who is already sufficiently distressed and
denigrated, having fallen into damnation, which is the quagmire of all evil”
That a devil was supposed to come out caused a great stir at the royal court.
And upon hearing about it, Monseigneur the cardinal de Richelieu, who had
begged Monseigneur the bishop of Nimes?? to pass through Loudun and, on
the king’s behalf, see everything that was going on there, arranged it so that

28  “About the day and hour of his exit.”
29  Anthime-Denis Cohon (1595-1670), a man of humble origins whose nomination to the
see of Nimes in November 1633 can be credited to Richelieu’s favor.
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I say, wanted the mother to be totally delivered from her last demon, without
the father resorting to exorcism.

The first the sign of Behemoth’s coming out had been the elevation of
her body into the air, but Behemoth had long protested that, since they had
given him other signs, that is, writing the name Jesus and then the name of
Saint Francois de Sales, he did not feel obligated to make the first sign. On the
feast of Saint Teresa, October 15, which was near the end of the retreat, the
father was saying Mass, albeit very languidly, and he came to give the mother
Communion at the little window with the grill. While holding the blessed
host in his hand, he said Corpus Domini nostri Jesu Christi, and the mother,
contrary to what was usual for her (for she was almost always tranquil at
Communion), made a furious contortion, changed her face, bending and
curving all the way to her heels, and raised her left hand toward the father.
Becoming attentive, he saw manifestly, above the names Maria and Joseph, the
name Jesus, taking shape in beautiful vermillion and blood-red letters. Since
her hand was turned in such a way that her thumb was opposite him, he could
not see the name Francois de Sales take shape. The devil came out at that mo-
ment and left her free. She resumed the posture of a person who, kneeling,
awaits Communion, which she received with love and consolation, Our Lord
taking her enemy’s place. Since then, throughout her entire life, she has never
again felt the devils’ ordinary operations, remaining entirely free from that ill-
ness, which is one of the most horrible and the most worthy of compassion in
the world.

A remarkable thing happened to her at the moment when the father was
approaching her with the sacred host in his hand. God permitted the demon
to do an operation in her, which is rather ordinary among malevolent spirits,
and which consists of their strength to imprint their own sentiments in the
soul of the person they are possessing. For by the virtue they have, they them-
selves can apply, as one applies a signet to sealing wax, and imprint upon the
soul that they are vexing, be it by temptation, by obsession, or by possession,
the very same sentiment that they have from either their malevolence or else
from the power of divine justice over them. God therefore permitted this de-
mon, who was reduced to coming out, to communicate and to imprint, in the
mother’s spirit, the same things he was feeling in himself, in the presence of
Our Lord Jesus Christ. First, the mother felt, as if she herself was wicked and
damned, a very strong and powerful idea of Jesus Christ, present, as her God,
her judge, and her greatest enemy.

Second, she felt all the indignation of her anger in so terrible a manner that
all hell seemed desirable to her compared with having to subsist for a moment
in God’s presence.
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42 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

she would be forced to leave the choir. In addition, she was continually perse-
cuted by violent temptations against which she had virtually no more strength,
being sustained solely by an extraordinary protection from God. Things had
finally reached such a point that, morally, she could no longer hold out or pre-
vent herself from falling into her enemies’ hands. Her soul’s greatest trouble
was the furious assaults continually made against her by the spirit of impurity
named Isacaron, a great companion of Asmodeus. Seeing this soul’s desola-
tion, he undertook cruel things to make her lose honor and conscience. All
night long, he would tempt her violently, wreaking on her body abominations
that one cannot describe, and bringing into her bedchamber at night male and
female magicians who would do their lewd acts before the eyes of this virgin
who had been consecrated to God, yet who was, however, so bound that she
could neither move nor close her eyes. It would be impossible to recount all
the inventions that the enemy employed to ruin her. Here is one abominable
invention, among others. Seeing that he could not sway her to consent to his
temptations, he undertook to make her appear to be pregnant, in order to de-
fame and dishonor her, and to make her despair. He went so far as to stop her
bleeding, and to make her swell and show other signs, to the point that milk
formed in her breasts. This shameful pregnancy of a nun was already visible
when Father Surin reached Loudun, and it continued for several more months,
during which the devil provoked her to despair, and threatened to put a dead
child in her bed, and by that means to make people believe that she had given
birth and had smothered her fruit. He would have carried this out, if God had
not prevented him, with help from the Blessed Virgin, who forced the demon,
as he later confessed, to vomit up all that blood that had collected in her body,
so that it came out from her mouth for two hours on the feast of the Circumci-
sion. Several noble persons witnessed this, among them Monseigneur the bish-
op of Nimes. As a result of this miracle, this maiden’s innocence was declared,
her courage was maintained, and a great consolation was given to Father Surin
who, at the beginning of his exorcisms, saw this effect of divine goodness on
his work.

Several other very strange things were going on in this poor maiden’s soul,
where the devil was exercising his tyranny and, little by little, was preparing
her total ruin, if God had not prevented it. Now, the remedy that his mercy
brought to this extreme case was the help of the grace begged3! from glorious
Saint Joseph and administered by the hands of Father Surin, as will be recount-
ed in the next chapter.

31 Surin describes this particular grace as impétrée, that is, procured by pleading.

HOW FATHER SURIN WAS SENT BACK TO LOUDUN 115

He set out in the morning. Along the way, there was a nun from that priory,
praying in the church; she smelled a wonderful odor, as she put it in the text
she wrote. Since this odor continually got stronger, she asked the sacristine if
she had made some very special stew. The latter said, “No.” And then the father
arrived, and asked to see the prioress, who assembled all the nuns. The one
who had smelled the odor came with the others, and having come near in or-
der to kiss the unction, she found that it was the same wonderful odor that she
had smelled, yet this odor was only perceptible when one’s nose was virtually
touching it, although several times, by a supernatural operation, it had been
smelled from a distance.

There was yet another wondrous healing in the city of Saumur. There was
an Ursuline nun, who had been in the infirmary for several years, afflicted by a
great quantity of ailments, all of them strange. She was healed by having swal-
lowed a piece of paper that had touched the unction, and she was so absolutely
healed that the divine operation remained very manifest.

One day, Father de Ressés, who had been entrusted with exorcising the
mother after Father Surin’s departure, pressured more forcefully the demon
Behemoth to come out. The demon replied that he would only come out at the
tomb of the bishop of Geneva. The father told him that since he was supposed
to come out by the merits of that saint, he wanted that saint’s name to be writ-
ten on the mother’s hand as well as the name Jesus. The devil promised; and he
kept his promise a year later, when he came out.

Meanwhile, Father Surin was in Bordeaux, with serious ailments that he was
hiding as much as possible. Despite them, he was doing some preaching and
was hearing confessions. He even went to preach at Bazas for the octave of the
Blessed Sacrament.

1 How Father Surin was Sent Back to Loudun, and Fortunately
Finished His Labors for the Mother’s Total Deliverance

Although putting distance between himself and Loudun did not relieve the fa-
ther’s suffering, for legitimate reasons his superiors nonetheless sent him back
there to the mother, hoping that, through him, God would finish what he had
begun. Monsieur de Laubardemont was awaiting him, hoping that the demon
would come out at the first exorcism, for he did not place great faith in the
utterances of Behemoth, who kept saying that he would only come out at the
tomb of Saint Frangois de Sales. On the other hand, the father believed that
what Behemoth said was certain, and that, owing to the bishop’s saintliness,
which was attracting much attention in this century, it was possible that God
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44 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

Now, before one could see the soul in a state where it could work at winning
a victory over itself, it seemed necessary to attack the demon, specifically and
directly. The demon, who was proud of his strength, would stand up against
everything. It was necessary to make a breech through which one might enter
this heart that was so strongly fortified. That is why the father totally applied
himself to besieging the fortress and cajoling it from afar, waiting to approach
it when God would give him the means. And inasmuch as the weapons that he
had at hand for combat were inside the fortress, he believed he should employ
them in two ways: first, by acting for God, and second, by acting against the
devil. He would arrange it so that both had access to her soul; and he would
persuade her soul about what would be suitable for its healing. First, he re-
solved to pray continually, in order to ask Our Lord that it might please him
to give him this soul and to accomplish in it the work for which Our Lord had
been willing to die on the cross. This prayer never stopped, except during an
exorcism, which was very brief. He felt pushed to be continually on his knees
before God, and he felt so attached to this undertaking that he virtually nev-
er stopped doing this. Weeping, he would ask God to give him that maiden
in order to make a perfect nun of her. And for that, he felt carried away by
such ardor that one day he could not keep from offering himself to the divine
Mother, in order to bear the burden of this poor maiden’s ills and participate
in all her temptations and woes. He went as far as to ask to be possessed by
the malevolent spirit, provided that God would agree to give her the liberty
to enter into herself and to care for her soul. From then on, a paternal love for
this afflicted soul developed in the father’s heart, and made him want to suffer
for her (a strange thing!); and he proposed to himself that his great happiness
would be to imitate Jesus Christ who, in order to pull souls from captivity to Sa-
tan, had suffered death after having taken on their infirmities. His sole prayer
was to remain at Jesus Christ’s feet, awaiting his mercy and conserving a great
desire to suffer in the extreme, in order to win this soul into whose service he
had entered by obedience. However, the devil confronted everything and was
prepared to resist, continually strengthening his fortress, and fighting for that
maiden’s heart by assaults that the father could only resist by his prayers. In
every direction, access was blocked.

Second, he attacked the devil directly, debilitating him by his exorcisms and
by commands that afflicted him and humiliated him greatly, the principal one
being to force him to pay homage to Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.
This the devil did, to the great edification of those present and with some re-
lief for the possessed woman. But the father’s principal artillery was to aim his
heart at the devil continually, beating him incessantly, be it while eating, while
drinking, or while walking in the street. His heart being separated from all the
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see the exorcism, she said that her good angel had hair similar to that of this
prince.9?

As soon as the vision had ceased, the mother began to say: “I am healed.”
She asked for her habit, saying that she was well. She also asked for a linen
towel to wipe her side, which felt wet from the balm that the saint had placed
there. They gave her the habit, but they forgot to give her a towel, which is
why she wiped herself with her shirt. Then, having dressed, she went to kneel
at the little window in her bedchamber, from which she could see the taber-
nacle on the altar. People quickly ran to the physician, who was a Huguenot,
but a very honorable man. The nuns used him because there was no Catholic
physician in the city. No one mentioned her sudden healing to him. Entering
the bedchamber, he saw the empty bed and asked where the body was. The
mother heard him and came, saying: “Monsieur, I am cured, a saint cured me,
Saint Joseph cured me.” This man was extremely surprised, and thought he
would faint. He asked her if they had made her sweat profusely, and whether
she had been purged,®® and when they said “No,” he replied: “God’s power is
greater than our remedies.” He did not, however, convert, and he no longer was
willing to visit the nuns. The mother, being totally well, was visited by every-
one. Two days later, she remembered the unguent®* that had healed her, and
which she had simply wiped away with her shirt. She summoned the mother
sub-prioress, and begged her to inspect her side and see what that unguent
was. They shut themselves up together, and the mother bared her breast. They
smelled an admirable odor, then, having seen the traces of this divine balm
preserved in five big drops, the mother decided to keep that shirt. They gave
her a clean one, and then they cut at the waist the shirt that had the balm,
keeping the upper part and throwing away the bottom. They then wanted to
wash the upper part of the shirt; but fearing that they would lose the five pre-
cious drops that smelled so good and that they wanted to save intact, they got
the idea of making a hem all around to mark their place, and to lift it into the
air and tie it with thread. Then, holding high this tie, they washed and soaped
the rest of the shirt; and ever since, this practice has been followed when they

92  Francois de Vendéme, duke of Beaufort (1616-69), was the son of one of King Henry 1v’s
bastards. Contemporary portraits show him with shoulder-length golden ringlets. For the
“handsome angel,” see de Certeau, Possession at Loudun, 213-14.

93 Evacuation, “evacuation”: “A discharge of humors or excrements from the entire body, or
from one of its parts. Do a big evacuation; after a small evacuation he felt better; overly
large evacuations are dangerous”; DAF 1762.

94  Note that this “balm” (a fragrant medicinal resin) had quickly become an “unguent” for
healing sores; and in a very short time, it was being described as a “divine balm,” a “holy
unction” (italics added).
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46 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

and she being kept in a strange anguish by her scant trust in the father, it so
happened that the father, praying before the Blessed Sacrament, received an
imprint in his soul about the mother’s condition, with a distinct knowledge
of what was pressing her most. So he went to see her, and as she was demon-
strating great reserve, he felt a movement to tell her that it was such and such
a thing, about which she remained extremely astonished and tender toward
him. From then on, that changed her heart and made her decide to surrender
to the father’s guidance in everything, with a total trust that has continued
ever since. For her, this resolution was the source of good, for from then on, the
devil began to lose his strength, and her soul began to be helped by the father’s
ministry.

Isacaron made one final effort against her, and he was so surprised at this
change, and so infuriated by it, that he could not keep himself from saying
so. He therefore appeared and interrupted the father’s conversation with the
mother. He showed himself on her face with extraordinary fury, and in a dis-
array that seemed to be mingled with rage. Seeing that he had gained a great
ascendency over Isacaron, the father spoke to him with what he felt was ex-
traordinary vigor, assuring him that since God had given him an opening into
the good of this soul, he would use it to his advantage and would put it in a
state that would be very shameful for someone who had worked so long to
doom that soul. To this, the demon replied, very vehemently and proudly, that
if the father undertook to lead this soul according to his plan for it, he would
meet his match, and he would receive from the demons a treatment so rough
and so strange that he would have reason to repent at having embarked on this
affair, and he, Isacaron, would force him to ask his superiors to relieve him of
this task. “I shall make you totally wretched,” the demon said,

I have begun to make you feel my power, but you will see many other
things, if you undertake this unheard-of project of perfecting a soul that
is in a state of possession. And I shall prevent you from succeeding, for
that would be too great an affront to me. I shall also undertake new things
that will astonish you and that will make those on whom you depend re-
solve to make you leave the fortress. I have great strength, more than you
think. I have magic’s reputation, and God lets men do what they want. For
my plans, all hell will league against you; you will soon have news of it.34

34  In the original French, the tu (“thee”) form of pronouns and verbs is used in all Surin’s
verbal exchanges with one or another demon. In this particular context, this “theeing”
and “thouing” signals the speaker’s scorn for the person to whom he is speaking; but in
other contexts, the use of these pronouns can signal affection. To avoid ambiguities, this
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thought she had done everything possible, and that God would be content; but
while collecting her clothes, she got the idea that she could do more, and that
she should trust Saint Joseph. She removed her robe again and immediately
resumed fighting courageously. She had not gone on for as long as it takes to
say a Pater when God, seeing her perseverance, relieved her. She felt something
come out of her head. It overwhelmed her, and she saw before her a dreadful
monster, like a dragon, at the sight of which she became excited. Holding her
bloody scourge in her hand, she bravely struck the monster, and it suddenly
disappeared. After that, she realized she was free and had totally regained her
strength. She went back to find the father, who learned from her everything
that had gone on, and who blessed God for it with her. Thus the battle ended.

The mother regained her strength and her courage, and she enjoyed great
peacefulness and vigor in her entire interior, so that, ever since then, the devil
has remained with her, as her slave. She would do her Spiritual Exercises with
great peace, joy, and liberty; every night she would rise to pray, and God would
console her so much that sometimes, having gone to her oratory at nine in
the evening, she would still be there at five the next morning, as if she had
merely spent an hour there. In addition, God habitually gave her such peace
that, when she began to pray, the demon would come out of her head and
would leave her with God; yet he would stay at her side in the form of a black
dog, rolled in a ball and not stirring. Then, when prayer was over, he would go
back into the mother’s head, and he would operate everything permitted by his
right over the vexed souls whom God keeps in captivity. During this time, she
increasingly strengthened herself in the way of the spirit, and she spent seven
months practicing this.

At that time, Father Surin saw his personal ills increase extraordinarily, and
the devil’s vexations too, which went so far that those who were interested in
his good asked the father provincial (Father Jacquinot) to remove him from
that employment. This was done in the following manner.

10 How Father Surin was Recalled from Loudun, and the Things that
Happened during His Absence

His extremely poor health forced Father Surin’s superiors to remove him from
his employment. They put in his place Father de Resses,? a holy and fervent
man who greatly enjoyed the vigor of the exorcisms and who kept in mind the

89  The 1829 edition reads “Reffées.” His correct name is de Ressés (or Resses). At one point,
he was the confessor of Jeanne des Anges.
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48 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

conjectured that a horrible spell had been cast by the magician, and that this
demon was taking advantage of it. Contrary to his habit, the father wanted to
know about it, for he did not inform himself about such things, trusting to the
power of the church. But he felt driven to push ahead with this interrogation;
and from Isacaron’s own reply, he finally realized that this was the case. Isaca-
ron stated that, for around a week, three magicians, one of them in Paris and
the other two at Loudun, had received Communion and had kept the hosts, in
order to put them in the devil’s hand. By his great goodness, God was deferring
in this way to his creatures’ liberty. So the hosts were in the magicians’ posses-
sion, but he would give them on deposit, sometimes to one and sometimes to
the other: and now they were in the hands of the magician who was in Paris,
and they would soon be burned. Hearing this, the father felt a great desire to
have these hosts, and to prevent them from being dishonored at Satan’s sug-
gestion, for he would not have dared touch them himself. The father resolved
to command Isacaron to go to Paris, and make sure that these hosts were con-
served, telling him that he was appointing him guardian. Suddenly, the demon
left the body. The next day, the father noted that Isacaron was not present, as
he usually was, for he routinely appeared during exorcisms. Fearing that some
misadventure might happen to these sacred hosts, the father believed that he
could order one of the other demons to bring them back to the church, where
they belonged, and to place them in the hands of its clergy. He therefore or-
dered Balaam, one of the other possessing demons, to go to Paris and, without
informing Isacaron about what he was planning to do with these hosts, tell him
to go to his usual residence in the body of the possessed woman. Then, when
he had withdrawn, he should take those hosts, wherever they were, carry them
to the afternoon exorcism, and deposit them in a decent place, in order to give
them to the father later. Balaam categorically refused, saying that this mission
was too horrible for him. Now, the father could never make Balaam promise
to obey his demands, and he felt an extremely strong desire for these precious
things that had been deposited. When the father returned to his bedcham-
ber, he felt a great urge to remove Our Lord from the hands of his enemies. It
seemed to him that this would amount to redeeming his Redeemer, and would
in a sense return to him what he had received from him. For that, he offered
Our Lord his life, begging him to take it in return for those sacred hosts kept
in captivity under the power of the wicked. He began to pray, and he begged
his good angel to force Balaam to carry out the commands he had been given.
Then he rose and forgot about his prayer.

That afternoon, having begun the exorcism, the father found that all the
demons were absent. Balaam alone was guarding the fortress. The father in-
formed him that if the others arrived, he should signal their coming. Shortly
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said that they appeared suddenly, as if a signet had been applied. He rose in
surprise, and everyone turned in that direction. The exorcism continued, and
Behemoth, the only one to remain in possession, appeared and said that the
Virgin's power had chased away Isacaron, and had made him write her name;
and that, as far as he was concerned, he had received God’s command to write
Jesus when he came out. The father accepted this willingly, and did so all the
more joyfully because it was surprising that no one had as yet thought of this.

We have seen how the name Joseph was engraved on the mother’s hand. At
first, it was vermillion and like coral. That beautiful color lasted for five or six
days, after which it imperceptibly faded. People expected it to disappear, as
scabs do on hands; but one day, when the mother was praying, she felt a gentle
tingling in her hand, and an elevation of joy in her heart, and she saw that
Joseph was renewed on her hand. This grace continued, and it was renewed
just when it seemed about to disappear, and by the consolation and the other
effects she was feeling, the mother judged that it was her good angel who was
doing this good deed for her.

What was going on with Joseph’s name then occurred for Mary’s, and both
names were renewed, usually for high holidays, sometimes during nighttime
prayer, sometimes during morning Communion, and under such circumstanc-
es that it was always thought that this renewal was being done according to a
good principle. After the three names were written there, this continued, as we
shall see later.

9 On the Great Troubles that had to Be Endured before the Mother
was Entirely Free of Demons

After Our Lord had given this consolation of seeing the mother delivered of
the third demon who had possessed her, the rest seemed inconsequential, for
only one demon now remained. But experience showed that they were not yet
at the end of these matters. On the one hand, it was a question of journeying to
the tomb of Saint Francois de Sales, for which a thousand obstacles were being
raised; and on the other hand, Behemoth, the fourth demon, was causing so
much trouble for the mother prioress, and for the father who was helping her,
that they realized that the most difficult remained to be done.

First, there were the superiors, who did not think the journey should be
made. People were saying that one must not believe demons, that they were
liars; that it was too costly to take a nun so far, who perhaps would be in no

on a genealogy of the French royal house (the first volume was published in 1628 and the
second in 1647).
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50 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

3 How Father Surin, Having Undertaken to Uproot the Demons
Solely by Making the Mother Prioress Perfect, Was Himself
Attacked and Obsessed by the Devil; And How, by the Strength
of the Blessed Sacrament, He Began His Undertaking

Up until the time of the challenge that we recounted in the previous chapter,
Father Surin had done almost nothing but look at the fortress and the enemies’
countenances, without being able to gain entrance. But once the mother prior-
ess had begun to trust him and had resolved to follow all her exorcists’ direc-
tions, the state of affairs changed and truly began to advance, thanks to this
disposition of the mother’s spirit.

The father constructed his plan and proposed using a procedure for cul-
tivating her soul that conformed totally to the way God proceeds, using the
greatest gentleness possible, attracting this soul to things involving its salva-
tion and perfection, and leaving it full liberty. He devoted time to discovering
the movements of grace that were emerging from the seeds he had sown by his
discourse, and then he carefully watched them. His first project was to estab-
lish in this soul a solid will for interior perfection, without proposing anything
specific to it, generally dealing with the good there is from belonging to God.
The mother listened to this as much as the demons permitted, and little by lit-
tle the desire to belong entirely to God took shape in her. Not only at this early
stage but also throughout his guidance of her, the father followed this practice
of not giving her orders. Although she was very obedient, and he saw what she
needed, he nonetheless never said to her directly: “Do that.” And he did not
declare to her that he wanted something from her; but if it was a question of
introducing her to some new practice, he would spend a long time preparing
her, gently inviting her, and guiding her to the desired point without her notic-
ing it. She therefore would be the first to propose something, and by this means
he achieved everything he wanted in a short time, convinced that it was divine
love alone that was operating in this undertaking, and that the Spirit of God
does not bother souls but, by agreeable attractions and sweetnesses, places our
hearts in his nets.

After a long while, one of the demons admitted to the father that this man-
ner of proceeding had made him lose favor, and that if he had come directly
and had proposed the same things, he would have raised terrible obstacles
and would have greatly prolonged the matter, but people were saying instead
that they had never seen a soul go so quickly to God. Indeed, in a short time
she traveled along the three ways of the interior and spiritual life: purgation,
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8 How the Mother was Delivered from Another Demon Who was
Possessing Her

Once Balaam had come out, Father Anginot wanted the exorcism to continue,
in order to question another demon about what had happened. Father Surin
continued, as the superior wanted, and Isacaron appeared, saying that God
had punished Balaam for the strange insults and obstacles he had been pro-
voking in the mother for a week. Indeed, it had been to resist him that the
father, to counteract these vexations, had established a novena to Saint Joseph,
which had been very successful.

Next, Isacaron said that, as for him and Behemoth, the two who remained,
he would only be chased away at the altar of the Blessed Virgin at Saumur,3*
and Behemoth only at the tomb of Saint Francois de Sales, bishop of Geneva.8%

After that, they finished the exorcism. The next day, having encountered
the demon in the mother, Father Surin proposed to her an idea he had had,
which was to change the sign of the demon’s exit (which consisted of split-
ting the nail on the middle finger of the mother’s left hand), and to have him
write the name MARY on her other hand, just as Balaam had written the name
JOSEPH. This greatly shocked this demon, who protested that he would do no
such thing. But the father, making his thought still more firm, ordered him to
do it in God’s name. They argued about this for several days, until the demon
said that he would write Mary, not on the hand that the father wanted, but on
the hand where Joseph was written; to which the father did not want to agree.
But Our Lord demonstrated that he wanted to have Mary’s name near Josephs.

A few days went by, awaiting Monsieur the intendent’s reply about the com-
ing out of Isacaron and Behemoth. Since he was in Paris, they had to wait until
he came back to Loudun. When he arrived, he encountered great difficulties
in continuing the judicial procedures and in using the demons’ testimonies,
because there were many complications that wearied and divided these men.
He allowed things to drag on, as he likewise did for taking the mother to visit
the tomb of Monseigneur de Geneve. And so, all of this was quite a bit behind
schedule, although it had begun well. Meanwhile, the father continued his

84  Possibly Notre-Dame des Ardilliers?

85  Frangois de Sales was consecrated bishop of Geneva but resided in Annecy because
Geneva remained under Calvinist control and was therefore inaccessible to him. He was
beatified in 1661 and canonized in 1665. See Ruth Kleinman, Saint Frangois de Sales and
the Protestants (Geneva: Droz, 1962). His diocese became famous throughout Europe for
its efficient organization, zealous clergy, and well-instructed laity. The original text calls
him “M. de Geneve,” that is, Monseigneur the bishop of Geneva; this translation says
“Genéve” wherever it would be awkward to use the English spelling of that city.
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52 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

liberty increase, and the devil’s tyranny diminish, which enraged the devil,
who viewed it as a clear destruction of his kingdom. Thus the leader of the
possessing demons (it was Leviathan), who until then had scarcely declared
himself and who was making his henchmen act, saw that his interest was at
stake. He resolved to wage a cruel war against the father, and put him into such
a state that, by his own volition, and by that of his superiors, the father would
be forced to leave Loudun. To that end, the devil secretly planned diverse in-
ventions against him, including some that simply cannot be discussed, while
others will be discussed.

One of the principal inventions involved causing the father to be possessed
or obsessed by the devil’s henchmen, and in this state to be bothered as much
as it would please God to permit. Recalling that the father had asked to bear
this maiden’s ills in order to deliver her, and knowing that Our Lord often
grants such things, the devil was brash enough to make a plan that had never
been seen before, which was to persecute and assault publicly an exorcist who
was carrying out his function. For the father’s good, God permitted him to do
this and he continued to observe the order he keeps in all his works, which is
to permit those who are supposed to do something for him, to be humiliated,
wounded, and annihilated like his Son, who succumbed outwardly, owing to
the efforts of the prince of darkness, and then chased that prince from the
world. The obsession from which the father suffered was perhaps the most ex-
traordinary one ever seen; and, with the exception of total possession, it could
scarcely be greater. He had already been secretly obsessed by Isacaron for some
time. It is appropriate to mention this particular obsession before discussing
the other one, for by the different things he suffered, one will see just how
important is the conquest of a soul, and how God permits afflictions for the
persons to whom he wants to do good.

Here then, first, is what happened to the father from the month of January
until Good Friday, when the obsession appeared as strange exterior effects. On
the night of January 19,2 having gone to bed, he felt himself invaded by some-
thing that he could not doubt was a spirit. By effects that he had never before
experienced, this moved him strangely. It was like being touched; and like a fire
that was penetrating into his marrow and his entrails from the outside. This
surprised and afflicted him greatly, all the more so because for several years he
seemed to have been rid of such things, the demon wanting to compel his soul
forcibly to declare in favor of evil. On the one hand, it was a horrible violence;
on the other, it was a great motive for his soul to defend itself, seeing the devil
armed against it and wanting to make the soul consent to something against its
will and contrary to its duty. The demon was acting from desperation, marking

38  Thatis, January 19, 1635.

THE GREAT COMBATS SHE HAD WITH THE DEMONS 105

provincial viewed the matter in a totally different way, and thinking that the
demon had only come out because Father Doamlup was present, he remained
further strengthened in the idea that Father Surin must leave, or that, at the
very least, Father Doamlup should be his assistant. Consequently, he wanted
these two fathers to exorcise together, in the morning, Sister de La Croix, to
whom Father Doamlup was assigned, and in the afternoon, the mother prior-
ess. He sent such an order to Father Anginot,8 the superior at Loudun, who
carried it out.

In the morning, Father Surin therefore attended Father Doamlup’s exor-
cism, which by its length greatly bored his new companion. After the midday
meal, they thought about another exorcism. Between these two events, an
English lord arrived (the second son of My Lord Montaigu®!). He was a heretic
and was accompanied by two English gentlemen, likewise heretics. They pre-
sented Father Surin with a letter from Monseigneur the archbishop of Tours,82
who begged the father to do the exorcism before this lord. The father sent a
message to Father Doamlup, asking him to come as soon as possible, because
his lordship was simply passing through and could not stop at Loudun. But
Father Doamlup, who usually spent all day, every day, persecuting devils, and
who often did not eat until seven in the evening, had not completed his morn-
ing exorcism. He begged the superior to permit him to go and finish what he
had planned. Father Surin should go to the prioress, and he, Father Doamlup,
would come as soon as possible. Father Anginot agreed, and Father Surin be-
gan the exorcism alone. The mother was soon in the grip of the demon Balaam.
This demon had promised the father that, as a sign that he had left, he would
write Jesus’s name on the back of the mother’s left hand, rather than his own

80  Guillaume Anginot (c.1588-1660); see Clément-Simon, Histoire du collége de Tours, 329.

81  Walter Montagu (c.1603—77), the flamboyant second son of Henry Montagu, first earl of
Manchester (c.1563-1642). Young Montagu had come to France in the 1620s as part of the
embassy to find a French bride for the prince of Wales. During the exorcisms of Loudun,
he was an attaché to the Paris embassy and was given a letter of introduction to the papal
court. At that point, he stopped at Loudun, where he began the process of converting to
Catholicism. See Dictionary of National Biography, s.v. “Montagu, Walter”; and Georges
Dethan, Mazarin et ses amis (Paris: Berger-Levrault, 1968), 200—223.

82  Victor Bouthillier (1597-1670), a close relative of Claude Bouthillier, Richelieu’s minister,
and first almoner of Gaston d’Orléans, was named coadjutor of Tours in 1630 and was con-
secrated archbishop of Tours in 1641. At the time of the Loudun exorcisms, the archbishop
of Tours was Bertrand Deschaux (1556-1641), nominated in 1617 but inactive, having ap-
parently turned over the administration of the archdiocese to his coadjutor, Bouthillier.
In other words, this letter may well represent a Bouthillier desire, even if it was signed by
Deschaux. See Joseph Bergin, The Making of the French Episcopate, 1589-1661 (New Haven:
Yale University Press, 1996), 606.



'sounyIojsiur Jnoqe dn paxns awodaq pue ‘ured o3 ut 2418 ‘doam 03 suo SurSm
Aqaratpy ‘syusurasout, Aq pauraA0S st 3red [BUOIIELIT IO IOLIDJUT 31} IN( ‘SPLI] 3T JOAIDYM
‘mey o) £oqo pue ured 3S1Sax 0) 210JOIY) PUE ‘DIUIBI[[IUI PUL WOPSIM UO A[21 0 SN S[[3}
1red [euonyer 1o 1orradns oy, 's1red omy Suraey se pamatA SEm [NOS A} ‘puokaq pue (zegt
—L9ST) sa[eg op SIOSUBIL] 0} UMOP PUE 32931N) Judidue Jo siarydosoryd oy jo awos 10 b
(&nok parepury oyp, T
Y691 Ava Amyuad
[JUIDIUIASS-PIUT DY) UT A[qBISURYDISIUI PASN 3q P[NOD 2IUDISGNS PUE 9IUIISISGNS “PIdPU]
~oourysqns, st Surpear A[I[ a1ow y “Surueaw siy aq 03 readde jou saop sy, Aurre ue 0y
papraoxd dosxdn pue pooy ur K[era)r| ‘st 3y ‘9oUASISANS UL, ‘9IUDISISGNS UD JOIM ULING  OF
“C1pa0q ppnyads sty ut
pue sSunum eoryderSorqoine sunmg ur syuadias Jo SUOIIBIOAS [BIDAIS JO ISIY o) SISIYL,  6€

auues s[Yy) pasn sey IatIej o) ‘uaypy aourg ow Surddo)s sem jeym punoj [ a1}
pue ‘uonjeurdewt 9y} ojur dn asut 03 pajuem ] ‘oS Y} Jo ,1red aanISULS A
ur ajerado Jou pnood | ey} Sureas 10 ‘sax,, :parjdar uowap ayJ, ‘moy| pue qurds
s J9UIeJ 9} Ul SEM Ty} SUIy) 9y} Padnjou pey Y ISYIayM UOUIIP Y} payse
ua) 9 'UISIIA passalg a3 jo uonerado ayy 4q paddois usaq pey yojaim sy
Jey) pazi[eal 1ayej Y], ;AIeIA SI I], :95el pue Aeiresip ur pardal uowsp ayy,
A[snoa8ernod way) pajeadal o "auo ou 03 uaxods per| 19Ye) 8y YOIYM noqe
4uStu a3 Sunmp wo su03 pey Jey) UONI. JII3S YY) 03 A[9[0S PILIGJAI SPIOM
98V [, 1y,¢17padu) 27 ST{) :SPIOM 3S9Y) YIIM LI PAYDEBIIE Y UBT[) 9JBJ SUBTIOM
passassod a1y uo Awaua 8y} 39S 9Y PIp I9UOOS ON "[eNST Sk UISIIIOXA 9} 03 JUIM
oy “1a£e1d 19)Je pUE {NJSSAIINS 0S USA( PeY JEY} APIUIAL dUIES B} 0) PAIIOSAI
I9Y1EJ 9Y[[, *9Se1Ieq SIY PAUINSAI UOUIAP dY) ‘OY0oM Y Uaym ‘Aep IxXau ay],
"POAISOIP 9q 0 ASED ST IT DISYM SFUTULIEBWT AQ ‘©INTLU 0) SULIOJUOD JBY)
Kem e ur mofj ey suoneyduray 1030 a3 se snofLrad se aq 03 31 9AJI[2q 10U PIP
ULMg I9YJe,] ‘OUI0SAII) PUE SWOSYII A194 ST Uone)duia) Jo 110S Iy} ySnoyIy
‘dasys 01 yorq JUAM ToT[IE] o1 ‘[ryeoead Sureq SuryiLIans
‘OuIr) 1I0YS € U] “JIOJUIOISIP OU PIsned oene si1 ‘spuridur sj1 oeur 0} pajuem
11 a19yM Apoq sty ur saderd atp) 19a0 Surssedar pue Surssed ‘sajiq syt pardnmu
11 y3not[y T081A )1 [[e 950] pue usayeam juadias YsI[[AY SIy) Jo pSuaIs )
119J 9Y ‘uonyeUISEW SIY UT (, 9JUBISNS UT PAYSI[qLISd Sem uonjeIuasaidar sty
se uoos sy ‘sgurjured ur wry uaas pey ay se ‘snsaf yueyu] AJoH a3 SUIp[OY 1Y
Jo agewr ue Sururdewr ‘UISITA Passa[g Y} 0 9SIN0IDI PeY Y :Apaural snop
-uom e punoj 1ay3ej ot qurod ey 1y “Kund s1y a[qnon pue 3sai iy Aeme aye)
01 I9pIo Ul Wiy Suniq pue svquaw siy punoxe Sunswmy quadies e jo adeys
awes 3t ur ajquidasiad jeswiry spew pue paungal AWLua oy ], ‘Surisna A[e303
‘paq 03 oeq JuaM ey A ‘@ordwosde sy Sunerjruny Aq [1A9p A Jnqal
01 I9PIO Ul 2OUSSI[IP [EUIS)XD JUIOS UOP PeY| [NOs SIY Ia)ye 10} ‘Tamod s,pon
woxy djay ATeuIpIO®IIXd ISOW B J[of A[SJBIPAUUI PUB POL) Ul 9SINOISI SIY [[e
paoerd oym TaYIe} 913 JO ApPOq Y} pUNOIR PAISIM] JBY] 4 JUadIas & se Jaswry
PasmSsIp o “Suruumd s1y Uey} 210w ‘[nos sy surede Iredsap s1y pue aSer siy

€S SNOWHAAQ FHL LOOYdN OL NANVIHAANN DNIAVH ‘NI¥NS YTHLVA MOH

*SIOUBUL JO JUDPUIUIINS
snarPyory ‘(eS9r-1gSt) IarpyInog apne) jo jm (€L91-06St) suSuoaferg ap auely 64

I9Y3eJ 9} “T9AIMOJ] ‘9SIMISYIO PAYNOU [[JUN SNUIIUOD 0} PIISPIO AI0JAIIY}
SeM ULING J9YIE,] ‘dWes oy} PIP SIOYI0 pue Xnopay) Iayie] Teoursoxd 1oyjey
91[) 0) SUOSEAI SIY[ USPIIM PeY] 31 [HUN ISYIOW ) JO ISTeYD e} JOU P[nom
1] JeT]) PUE ‘WY 0] 3[qLd2ISe SEM TONIUNJ SIY) UT IITAISS SULING IAIB I8}
Suneorpur sem pon STy} £q 9B} WIY 0} PAWIas 1 Jetp) pres dnfureo( Iatpe
ey} I9)JY "PINOAUT U3 PeBY JUTES JT[) UIOI] 9JBIS B JBY) ISTIB] S} PAIMOYS
STUL /YOI 31} JO SII)STUTW 31} SUTPUNOJUOD SEM JT] JBY[} WITED 0} INOGE SeM
oy se isnf Aeme wry paseyp pue awed ydasof, :parjdar ay pue ‘ueyeas] 03
pouaddey pey yeym wiry payse Loy, ‘poreadde A[uappns uoredes] uaym rom
ST Surumsal sem urng 1apey “pauaddery isn( pey yeym noqe way) uornsanb
01 pue “eads sUOWAP I9YJ0 I} AEW 0) ‘WISIOIOXD I} INUIIUOD 0} AIessd
-09U J1 pAWIdAP ‘00] 103091 IaYIe] B} pue Juasard a1om OyMm SISIDIOXd Y],
‘poo asrexd 03 ueSaq oym ‘Tayowr ay} 10y A[[eroadsa pue A[quuasse
aImus a1} 10§ Lol 1213 © sem 3] -oouasaid SIY JO YIEW IBYI0 OU O] OYM ‘UO
-ap a3 4q dUOP WA dABY AJUO P[NOD SIY} JEY) PUR ‘PESY I9Y IBIU SPULY| I3y
1y3noiq jou per| s Jety) SSAUILM Teaq P[nod uosiad (oea 0§ "PaLmId0 AJfensn
se ‘[1ej 03 o[duIm 181 PamO[[e Pey| I9TIOW JTf) ‘UOTIEIISE STUOUIIP B[} JO JNSII B
SY "PayIBUIUN PUE UM U] Pey] A[T9UWLIOJ YIIYM ‘Peayaiof 18y uo pajuriduur
pue paaeISus sso1d Apoo[q e yim pareadde ays Kem jeyy Sururewar ‘pue saawy
JI97] 0] 9SOI AYS ‘SSAUSNOIISUOD FUTUTESY "931] ISYIOUWT 31} SUTABS] ‘9IUO JE N0
9UIED UOWISP I} U} PUE ‘SSOI B UL I0O[} Y3 U0 Ino peaxds suwre sty ‘do3s 1eje
9} UO INO payd3ams 999 SI9YIe} 9y} e sy pajensord uowap oyl uay],
*as[@ SuriAue op 03 a[qeun Quadias e oI SUIMEID pUE SUTPUS( 00} 33 03 [F
pue sso[yoaads aureoaq Auappns oy Ing Aes o3 pasodoid oy yeym Aes o3 pue
yeads 03 Jjesury pauonisod Apnoid uowsp oy, ‘payroads pey oy yrew oy}
oyewr pue ‘Surssassod sem a1 Apoq ST} dABI] ‘YIINTYD Y} 0] DIUAIPIGO MOYS
0) TOWAP 1) PAIIPIO IdYIEJ dT]) ‘pURY SIY UI SUIP[OY SEM T WOYM PIOT INQ
Jo 1amod a1y £q “WISTOIOXA 9} JO NOOY[S A} UTeIsns 03 Jop1o ur ade[d siy ur s1o
-0 paymnsqns Ing JPsuwry Juasaid Jou sem A[[ensn oym ‘UOWIP SIY3 PIZIUZo
-091 1] SB U00S SY "WSIIOXd 9} ULSaq 9 JUIWEIORS PAsSA[g Y} PAOUIIIARI
PEY PUB SJUIUIBLLIO [BJISINII] S} PaAY0Id) PeY JISyIe] ) ‘9I0JaIa) ‘UM
-asodnd ey} 10§ a191]) Sem 103031 31} JBY) A[qUISSSE A[OUYM
Y[} [[93 O} PUE ‘OUIBT[S UI ULING IoYJE] KeME ISEYD 0] SEM YDIYM ‘PIIISIP B JBYM
ureyqo pue ydumin o) padoy uererss] usym Aep ayy sem jey], Jussaid sem
6, IRN[IYINOY 9P SWEPEJA 10J 4IN0D [BAOI 9Y) JO SIOQUIAWE UIAD Juasaxd arom
ardoad Auepy 19quuaydag Jo pus a1y Surreau sem 3 “dnjureo(J 1913 910§oq Kep
AJ9A Je) SNUTIUOD 0} ULING JI9Y)e] PAISPIO 10303 ISYIE] 3} PUB ‘D[qEUOSEII

TTAH 40 SHIMOd HHL 44AO HAOT ANIAIA 40 HAINNTYL dHL Y01



54 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

remedy, which gave him such rest that, as he himself says, “despite the prodi-
gious efforts and abominable inventions with which the devil tried to molest
me, once that image had formed, I became insensitive, and the demon had no
vigor.” It is true that on another occasion he was obliged to use other remedies:
that was when, having enjoyed an advantage over the demon for six months,
during which he made fun of his enemy, the father tested his power not only
against Isacaron but also against the others whom Isacaron was sending to his
fortress, to see whether they would succeed better than he had. His particular
endeavor was to cover and wrap that image, operating diversely in his fantasy
and substituting other images superficially, making an imprint on the spirit
and darkening it in such a way that no vestige of it could be seen. At such times,
he would make some breach; but suddenly, when the Star of the Sea appeared,
which it did not delay doing, the tempest would cease.

One night, among others, a demon came whom the father knew to be one
of the most powerful, and who wanted the glory for having won the victory. He
acted so forcefully with a body that he had borrowed, and he assaulted the fa-
ther with a spell so powerful that it seemed to flow down into his marrow, and
there was hope that it would offer a great occasion for suffering. But the father
held firm, looking at his painting, and he felt no imprint; so, having fought for
a half hour, he began to speak to this demon with such assurance that he saw
clearly that the demon was in disarray. He later learned that it was Leviathan
himself, prince of the demons, who, having upbraided his henchmen for their
weakness, wanted to teach them how to do things. Still more demons came,
and one of them, speaking through the possessed woman’s mouth (he was
talking to onlookers about how devils know our thoughts), said to him: “Do you
think that I did not see your paintings?” He was alluding to the representation
that the father was using against their attacks.

For over a year, this form of obsession was practiced by the demons, not only
in their night combats with the father but also during the day, be the father
alone, be he with the mother prioress, or be he with the other nuns, dealing
with the things of God. And when he was weighing truths of great importance,
the demon would declare his rage by taking the form of a serpent and biting
his flesh.

There were other operations by which these malevolent spirits inconve-
nienced him and tested him. Sometimes they made him nauseous, and they
usually caused him such continual oppressions in his chest that he seemed
to be suffocating in an indescribable way. It was done in a way that he could
not doubt came from the devil, who was making himself perceptible to him in
several ways, and who did not leave him day or night, running about so quickly
inside all his members and inside his entrails that he might have said that there
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all the others, told the father, through the mother’s mouth, that he was tangling
up a skein for him, and that the father would be very clever if he could un-
tangle it. The father told him that he was not afraid. Several days later, he asked
what, then, was the situation with which the demon had threatened him. The
demon replied that he wanted to test it first.

The affair began as follows: it is necessary to recall that the father had un-
dertaken the task of delivering the mother by cultivating her interior, removing
the demon’s forces by practicing virtue. Now, it so happened that his guidance
was being greatly criticized and was considered suspect, because it was un-
usual and far from the ordinary practice of doing exorcisms. The father did not
neglect the exorcisms, but his principal concern was to make her soul conform
to grace. The demon, who wanted to have the father dismissed in shame, made
the father provincial, who had sent the father to Loudun, form a bad opinion
of the latter’s conduct. This principal”® was a man of merit, and he was well in-
formed about matters involving possession, having previously been a very suc-
cessful exorcist. He believed that Father Surin would never succeed, the way he
was doing things, as he later admitted to him; he therefore resolved to take the
mother from him, and to give her to another person who would proceed more
forcefully against the demons. He ordered Reverend Father Rousseau,”” rector
of the college of Poitiers, to go to Loudun and to replace Father Surin with Fa-
ther Doamlup,® a famous personage, very zealous and fervent, who did things
in exactly the opposite way, spending the entire day on exorcisms, and using all
his strength to brutalize the demons. At the same time, he wanted Father Surin
to take charge of the woman whom Father Doamlup was exorcising.

One morning, therefore, when they were least expecting it, Father Rous-
seau arrived, bearing the order, which he abruptly announced to Father Surin,
and to the mother. They submitted without resistance, although the mother
was very frightened by Father Doamlup’s manner, which was rather violent to-
ward her, who had such poor health, and who was beginning to appreciate the
sweetness of the rest that they had obtained for her, and which she was hoping
would be very effective for her deliverance. Nonetheless, she submitted, hav-
ing a very obedient heart. They decided to begin the new guidance the next
day; but Father Doamlup said that before assuming this function, he wanted
to see Father Surin in action and take the necessary steps. This was deemed

76  Principal, “principal”: is this a misreading of provincial, “provincial”?

77  Gilbert Rousseau (dates unknown).

78  The 1829 edition spells his name “Deaulup”; but Gustave Clément-Simon, Histoire du col-
lége de Tulle (Paris: Champion, 1982), 329, citing the archives of the province of Aquitaine,
spells it “Doamlup” and indicates that his first name was Jean.
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56 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

great pleasure in these conferences and were profiting from them a great deal.
This made these demons very spiteful, all the more so because, with everyone
being fond of prayer and penance, the mood of the house changed. For these
unfortunate spirits lacked the means to trouble the domestic peace and or-
der as in the past. The mother prioress’s example set all of that in motion, the
father having shown them that, despite being possessed, they could still do a
great deal against the demons. A fervor was stirred up among the nuns, and
some of them achieved great effects.

Now, because the father was working at this with all his might, this obses-
sion made him totally incapable of doing anything for very long. He could no
longer exorcise or produce any fruit by his words and his conversation; and
no sooner would he get an idea than it would suddenly be taken from him,
and he would remain stupid and lacking in vigor, manifestly feeling that the
demon was hiding the images from him by carrying them off. Or if he want-
ed to make some effort to conserve them, his heart would be seized and he
would be forced to drop everything, then and there. He nonetheless proposed
remaining at Loudun, doing what he could until Our Lord might put things in
order. He found a way to serve the mother prioress. He would remain near her,
on his knees before the Blessed Sacrament, praying or applying the Blessed
Sacrament to her head, having enclosed it in a little silver box so that nothing
irreverent could happen to it as a result of the demons’ insolence. The demons
made fun of him, however, exalting their power and provoking him to speak
as before, asking him where was that courage, that easy eloquence, and the
other things that used to give him an advantage. This humiliated the father
extremely, without taking away his assurance.

He still had enough strength for the mother prioress, although it was slow,
and he would place his hopes in preparing her for Communion, which she
received almost daily. For her spiritual advancement, God permitted him to be
able to sustain the mother’s spirit. While he was waiting to be relieved of his
troubles in order to complete his work, he encountered still greater troubles:
the obsession that until then had been secret became public, and it was fol-
lowed by more notable effects that seemed likely to ruin the whole situation.
For, because the demons judged accurately that everything he was enduring
did not suffice to make him resolve to abandon the undertaking, and because
he was concerned about nothing except being where it pleased God to put
him, the demons resolved to do things that were capable of obliging the supe-
riors to remove him from there, and to instill fear in all those who, in the future,
might be employed to exorcise the mother prioress. It was Leviathan himself
who wanted to obsess the father, or to possess him if he could, proposing to
show everyone a new effect: a minister of the church might be tormented by

HOW THE MOTHER PRIORESS JOINED PENANCE TO PRAYER 101

she would not tolerate vice, not when healthy, not when sick, not if she had
death between her teeth. All the demon desired was for them to take into ac-
count that she was possessed; but neither she nor the father wanted to view
the devils other than as a natural inclination, albeit a bit strong, but an inclina-
tion that would be done for them, neither more nor less. God would subdue
the rascals by his power, provided her soul was faithful; and by this means she
and the father saw the end of it.

It is true that the poor maiden was once surprised by the enemy. Having
spent a morning doing penance, she wanted to rest. The father came to see her
in the afternoon and found her a bit drowsy. That was because the demon was
beginning to seize her, in order to make her sink into laziness. The father made
her understand that she was in danger; she noticed it a bit, but she thought it
would dissipate on its own. No sooner did she neglect this first step than the
devil took possession of her senses, and made her sleep and snore near the
father, who felt very indignant about it, toward her more than toward the de-
mon. In vain did he give orders to the demon, who would nod his head, make
fun of him, and continue to sleep. As for the mother, in vain did the father
speak to her; he had to be patient. Finally, after a long while he brought her
back to her senses; but the demon, leaving her, gave her an imprint of despair,
which worsened her fault. The father did not want to discourage her, and he
told her that she must continue. She was very displeased about this, and for a
long time she could not pray or do any devotions, seeing clearly that God was
angry with her. The father exhorted her to do penance, which she did harshly,
using the scourge for three hours in a row. Natural compassion was the father’s
only movement for making her cease, for he felt that God was awaiting that
satisfaction from her. Yet despite this, he himself was not content, for at Com-
munion, instead of giving Communion to her at the grill, he took it away, say-
ing that she was unworthy, and he sent her back to do penance. She was upset
all day long, albeit not distressed, and she humbled herself before God, who
was very willing to console her, making her know that he had pardoned her
fault. Yet she was not content with herself. She begged the father to permit her
to be attached to a pillar that was in the room, to be flagellated by her sisters,
as Our Lord was at the column. The father did not want that. He told her to re-
main in peace, and that Our Lord had treated her this way in order to give her
areason for greatly distrusting her nature, and for no longer allowing herself to
be caught in laziness. That was very useful to her.

This battle having thus ended, another battle remained that involved the
vivacity of her spirit. It involved the divine operation more than it did her
own operation. It seemed that, here, Our Lord, through Saint Joseph, assigned
her a favor that we shall discuss when we come to the question of the infused
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58 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

present several times, offering him the Blessed Sacrament, applying it himself,
or ordering the devil to leave him.

Saying Mass in the Ursulines’ chapel, the father was stopped short and could
not speak. An exorcist had to come and order the devil to leave him, and he
finished the Mass. But this is nothing compared with what happened next.
Before the eyes of the persons who were coming from everywhere to attend
the exorcisms, as they would to the most welcoming theater in France, by a
frightful invention the demons grabbed the father, in the way they slip into
bodies when they have permission to vex them, and they made him change
his countenance, stirred him, and obliged him to fall to the floor, where he was
forced to struggle, tormented and agitated, in such a way that the usual rem-
edies were useless. When he was seized in this way, he would feel in his interior
a vehemence that he could not resist, and he could only find rest on the pave-
ment, where he was strongly inclined to roll about; and there he would utter
frightful cries, with shivering and trembling that made him jump, asif he had a
new soul that was giving him inclinations very distant from his own. It was the
demon, who was binding himself to his soul so tightly that it seemed that this
was not a foreign spirit, but his very own. According to one of these souls, the
father was in great and profound peace, and very intimately united with God,
not caring about anything that was going on. According to another soul, he was
in extreme woe and irremediable misfortune. By the instinct of that peaceful
soul, he stretched out his arm for the Blessed Sacrament that the exorcists were
presenting to him; and by the impatience of the other soul, who seemed to be
he himself, he would push away Our Lord, as if it were something odious and
adverse. He would shout exclamations, which showed equally a vehement de-
sire to belong to God and a most extraordinary aversion for God. When one of
the exorcists gave the order, he would make the sign of the cross on his lips; and
suddenly a movement would come upon him that would make him grab the
thumbs of several exorcists, and he would say things that were capable of af-
flicting the demons who were belaboring him and who felt sharply the effect of
his words, as if he had said them to himself. All the while, he would laugh in the
face of these unpleasant memories, as something that did not concern him.

This showed him that there were indeed demons, and that within a domin-
ion* they were very different, even though the dominion is but a substance.

One thing that seemed unusual was to see the demon suddenly pass from the
mother prioress’s body into the father’s, and then return to the place where he

49  Surin is referring to “dominions” (also called “dominations” or “lordships”), that is, the
hierarchy of celestial beings. They regulate the duties of lower angels. Only rarely do the
angelic lords make themselves physically known to humans.
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were proportional to the ones due for the different vices procured by carrying
out their obligations among us.

It remains to recount the mother’s final combat against herself and against
her bad denizen, a combat to uproot laziness in her, which the fathers of old
called the spirit of acedia.” That spirit is one of man’s great impediments, one
that is as difficult to overcome as vanity is. It is a heaviness that is the direct
opposite of the spirit of fervor, by which the devil causes all the vices to flow,
and nourishes them in the soul. It was one of the most difficult to vanquish. Its
venom consists of a numbness that is made to flow into the senses, by which
the soul desires and wishes for repose, and allows itself to flow in a wayward
state, in a vague maintenance of its thoughts, in a countenance that is gloomy
and sorrowful when things go against its desires. All of that blunts the sharp
point of the spirit and keeps the flesh alert. Now, the mother partook of this
vice, as all of mankind does, it being a very widespread malady. When this was
recognized, all the demons gathered to defend themselves, as if it were their fi-
nal entrenchment in the sensitive part of the soul, hoping to attract the soul to
the sense, and finally lead it to what they willed. And since, as far as the spirit
was concerned, their greatest bastions were the vivacity of the intellect that is
so contrary to the subjection to God that this part of the soul should have, as
far as the sense was concerned, there was the laziness in which they put great
trust. But God gave the mother the means to get out of it, although it cost her
so much that she believed it impossible. She was fortunate that God had given
her the spirit of penance, which is the exact opposite of the spirit of acedia;
for otherwise she would never have overcome it, considering the longstanding
habit she had had since childhood, and the scant reflection she had devoted to
acedia, never having been wary of it. Also, it is a vice that is only recognizable
when excessive, for it never leads to something that is directly contrary or bad:
it flows tepidly, and it only prevents the soul from striving for great goods.

Here, then, is how this vice was recognized. One day, the father noticed that
the mother’s spirit was in a rather good disposition after the noontime meal.
But her posture was a bit careless, for she was leaning like a person who was
weary. The father, who examined everything closely and asked the cause of
that countenance, asked her if she was tired. She replied, “No.” Was her spirit
vigorous? She replied, “Yes,” and she said that she felt like talking about God.
“How does it happen, then,” said the father, “that you are leaning as if you want

72 Acedia is a state of listlessness or torpor, of not caring or not being concerned with one’s
position or state in the world. It can lead to being unable to perform one’s duties in life.
This negligence gives rise to a sickness in the soul that is expressed through boredom and
an aversion for prayer, penance, and devotional reading.
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60 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

that were very different from the ones he had had in the past; and he would
have such great heaviness in his members that he could feel the demon put-
ting himself in his legs, molesting him, and making him breathless, even when
he only wanted to go from the Ursulines to his own lodging, which was nearby.
For three days, the demon gave him a headache so violent and so acute, accom-
panied by an interior pressure in his spirit, that he drew from it a motive that
served him all his life in order to grasp the devil’s domination, and how horri-
ble it is to fall under his power. It seemed that the devil, by giving him shooting
pains, was imprinting in his inner ear these words: “You must leave the prior-
ess, and we shall leave you in peace.” But in the midst of his greatest troubles,
the father felt driven to suffer still more, which always made him livelier than
before and more desirous of suffering. He even felt this desire grow beyond
bounds: he would jump, and sometimes, in the vehemence of this desire, he
would sing words that matched his emotion; but soon the devil would grab
his words away from him and would press his chest so hard that he could no
longer sing.5! At mealtime, the demon, more enraged than ever, would prevent
him from reaching his hand toward the food, and would stop his arm when he
wanted to drink.

During the entire time of this obsession, the father would feel the demon re-
siding in his body, below his stomach, where he always made himself percepti-
ble by a little itch. From there, he would enter all the parts of the father’s body,
when he wanted to act. The public effects of this obsession lasted from Easter
to Pentecost, when the father provincial came to Loudun to see what was go-
ing on, especially Father Surin’s state. The demons had reserved for themselves
the right to work wonders, and to bother the father in the father provincial’s
presence, in order to make the father provincial want to withdraw the father’s
employment. But they were sadly mistaken, for during the exorcism that the
father did in the presence of his provincial, the devil threatened to throw him
to the ground, and the reverend father provincial forbade the devil to do so,
citing his rights over the father. That stopped the devil short. Having gone to
bed as usual, and having felt the first aggressions, the father perceived that
it was stopping there. After that, nothing happened before the people. The
father provincial left Loudun without taking Father Surin. The demons were
very chagrined, and Isacaron said that the father’s good angel had prevented
him from bothering him in the provincial’s presence; and that, throughout this
obsession, he had done nothing but lose, inasmuch as, given the father’s ex-
perience with the demons’ ways of proceeding by vexing and possessing men,

51 This would seem to be the context in which Surin wrote the Cantiques spirituels, first
published in 1655.
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This sort of punishment, which had succeeded against Leviathan, was like-
wise practiced against the other demons, who feared it extremely. They were
saying that it did indeed involve their master, who was treating them tyranni-
cally and who was letting his rage loose upon them, because something had
displeased him. As for them, they did not hold a grudge. They nonetheless
were forced to endure it, one after the other, the father taking the opportunity
to chastise them in this way for their resistance to leaving the mother at liberty
to do her pious functions, which they opposed, sometimes openly and some-
times secretly, by little obstacles, holding the head or the heart in a grasp. Since
this was happening often, the father commanded them to appear and ordered
them to withdraw totally. If they refused, he would sentence them, in the name
of God and of the maiden’s guardian angel, to undergo the chastisement that
was so odious to them.

His greatest means of compelling them was to have them sentenced by the
mother herself, who would demand justice when one of them had troubled
her devotions. And the father would render justice, appointing her to be the
judge; and when she had given an order, they would have to submit, saying:

It is impossible for us to resist this bitch’s will. That is the only thing that
can make us submit, for God permits us to resist everything else. We con-
front the church, we make fun of priests, we stand firm even about the
sacraments. But we cannot resist a good will.

It was an admirable spectacle to see Isacaron, who is a sensual demon, not by
his nature but by his office, when he was sentenced to this chastisement. He
would lament in a childish manner, he would beg, he would kneel, he would
feel sorry for his flesh that, he said, he so dearly loved. He would behave accord-
ing to the spirit that he imprinted on carnal men. It was impossible to make
him strike hard. That was less difficult for Behemoth, who is a hard demon,
as described by Job, who said that his heart will harden like a stone and will
stiffen like an anvil; but the demon of softness was desperate when the time
came for the effect. That is why, as soon as he heard tell of it, he would flee, un-
less the father promptly bound him by the authority of the church. The reason
for the demons’ different humors? stems from their moral links to our nature,

71 To explain the conduct of demons and the persons they possess, in this long paragraph
Surin blends ancient “humoralism” and seventeenth-century discussions about the
“movements” of the soul or body that were triggered by the passions. Humoralism held
that an excess or a deficiency of any of four distinct bodily fluids (the “humors”) directly
influences a person’s personality and health. Contrary qualities that reside in the four
“elements” (earth, water, fire, air) and that mingle intimately with one another alternately



$S0I0 JBY) 1eaq 0) WIY 0 J[ASAUI SULIDPUALINS WE | pUe 9SLIy)) snsaf To1aeg A
JO SSOID 9} Spuey NOA WoIy Sunye) we | pue ‘9so0oyd 03 Suros we | Aepo) Tayjey
UV, ;i 03 pres pue juids snonmjaduur A194 © pamoys ays UaTm ‘p10T INQ LM
I91] 10J SUOTJBSIDAUO0D SUTULIOJ pUE Ied 191 03Ul Sunyeads sem pue ‘SUTAISsyuer)
e ypm 19y Surd[ey sem Iayyey oy ‘uorunwiwio?) Ao 19je ‘Kep auo og ‘poo) 03
A[Te109 J[9sI9Y 9AIS 03 A1ISap 0] WEFAq YS JBY} Iajou A1) ut 3de[d 00} a5ueyd
B [ONS SY99M XIS UI pUe ‘WY 10§ durr} Suo[ e sem Aep e 1oy 1o31enb e snyj[, -0
-ISUASU[ PIUTBUIAL IOYIOW Y} 10 ‘ss21301d OU S3yeW P[NOM I {19y 03 PIOM B[}
ur 3ury) 3s9I[A0] 313 ABS Y PIP UTeA UT T0STA 1B} SUTRIB[ SEM 1] JI PUY "PAIISIP
a1 uontsodsIp 9y} 11ea1] 19y 2AeS ‘Tarpjowt Ay} ur Sunerado Aq ‘yorym pue syards
JUD[OAJ[EWE B[} JO SI[OBISQO S} YSNOI) PI[SABI) YOIYM ‘SPIOM ST UT J0SIA JO1ID
-3s & WY 0) SUNEITUNUIWOD SEM POD) Jet]) pasuas Iayjef Y], ‘(1emod sey ay
WIOYM JI9A0 9SOY) Ul UED Y S YONW SE SPU[q [IAIP Y} YOIym 9snSsip pue
£1mosqo M pafsur A11aqI[-J[eY B dN[eA J0u pIp IdYIe] 3y} 10§) ISLYD) snsaf
pI07T INQ SUIAIRID1 03 1Y SULIQ P[NOM JBY]) SIOB ULIO) 03 A113qI[ 911 JO INOY| 1)
-renb e 1ayjow oy 10§ aamooxd pinod ay ‘Sunrem pue SULIOGE] JO SINOY| XIS 19)Je
‘J1 [eap Jea18 B paures pey oy Jet) padl[aq IayIey 9y Inq ‘uowap Y} £q padn
-oexd sa0US[OSUI pUE SUOIUAAUL puesnoy) e £q pajdnirajur oq pjnom spiom st
*90e13 Jo a11dwa 31y} 03 J[9s Y} JO IOPUSLINS [10) B 10J pue “4Ieay] Jo Ayund 309
-19d © 10§ ‘[[IM SUIAID 31[} 10J WOOI AEW 0} UONIN]OSII [B10) B FUIULIO] J& PITUTe
OTYM pue Iy 0] SuILes Sem 1] JeYM 0) dANUANIE Suraq Jo PajsISuod YdIyM
‘fouapuay sty 10y nos statpowr Ay aredard o1 £119q1) pue YISuams ynous
Wiy SuIALS SSO[OYIoUOU SeM POL) ‘B3P JBAIT B WY PILIAIIP UOISSISQO Y} JO
90UQ[0IA 93 YSNOY}[E PUY ‘JUSUIEIIES PISSI[Y dY3 JO SUBIW AQ IOYPOW B}
JI9)Ud e 0) SUTAT) SEM Y WOYM 9SLIY) snsa[ p1oT.m(Q Jo 1amod a3 9roddns
Tredrourxd sty se ‘uaye) pey oY "pon) 03 aarssruIqns Ap3oayrad junds s ssoxorrd oy
axew 03 sem yOIyMm ‘ueyd s[y panunuod I9yjey oy} ‘Sa[oeIsqo s,[1Adp Yyl A1dsag

J0URUIJ pue 1941 0] J[9SIOH Pa1oAd(J SUIARH
ISYIOJA 9} ‘SIDBIN) JBIID I IALD) 0) UESIY PO MO pUE ‘pon)
01 A[[e10], J[9SI9H JAIL) 0} UOTIN[OSIY S,SSIIOLIJ ISYIOA Y3 INOqY v

“way) ut uo SuroS sem Jey Suryy
-A199 AJ1ea[d 99s 01 pauraas a1 Jey) quuds Jusjoasew a1y Aq pajorfye suosiad
1930 31[3 10§ 31 9 10 ‘ssa1oLid IaTIoUL Y} J0J I1 9q ‘SAIPAWAI PUTJ 03 ITIEJ B}
10J ASea 0S J1 9pe SIY) ‘paapu] WAy} padustadxa sk aUO [UN pue)sIopUn
Apde jouued auo YOTYM pUE pue)SISpUN 0 JMOYFIP Sk YIIyM ‘suonerado Iratp
op AJ[ensn suowap a9y} WoyM Ul pue ‘suowap a3 4q passarddo aq pinom oym
10 passaxddo axem oym suosiad asotp Surdjay jo ajqedes wiy Sunfewr sem oy

19 NOILNTOSHY S, SSHYOIYdd HHHLOW dHL LNO9dV

"passaIp
PUE passaIpun pey ays Jet} AI0WaUW Pasnjuod B PU0Adq ‘DUOpP pUe pres uaaq
PEY JBYM MOWY JOU PIP 3Ys pue ‘SUIdImods sIy} Jo Aue J[9J 10U pey S 931
JISTIOW A} SUIABS] ‘MIIPIIIM Y 9BY) 18]y 'POD) dAISS P[NOM Jer]) SUTYIAIaA
Op 0} POUIULIdIIP SEM [[IM SUSPIEW JBY) ISNEBIAq ‘PAYDIIM AIDA II0JodUSY
3uraq 9no aur0d 03 parsap A[dwrs oy JOSWIY 10§ SY "PIATSISI peY| 31 SMO[q A}
spuesnotp) at £q yoeq Aed pmom a1 1Y) pue ‘SWITRYD dISeW 1191} Aq Apoq ST}
ut wiy Ind pey oYM [[oY UT SUBIOISEUT 919M JI9T[) JBT[) PUE ‘9SUSAI 9] pNom
91 WOYM UO [[oM [[NJ MIT{ Y] JeT[) PTes 9 ‘JPSWIY SUneaq 0} padnpal usaq
10 Juawystund Yons auoSISpUN I9ASU PEY 1] ‘PIIBAID U] PEY Y JOUTS I9Ad
‘e A[snoadenno os pajean) ureq Moqe 1aY3ey 3y} 03 A[nysu paurerduwod ay
PUE ‘SJUSLIES SIT YoB( Y00) 31 ‘PUS 31} U] ‘PIIUELM Y TOAISUYM 08 WY SUD e
SEM OTJM ‘I9T[JBJ 91} JO UOTIAIISIP AT[) J& J1 SUIOP SeM Y Jet]) pue ‘s[psue ay) jo
douasaid ay) £q 31 op 01 PadIo] Sutaq Sem Y Jet) PAIB[OIP ‘J[ASWIIY 31 Op 03 ur
-STJal [[I3S pUE ‘WY SSIISEYD PUE JWO0D 0 UNU B 10] payse SUIABY ‘UOWIIP 3}
UQYJ, "MEIPTIIM P[NOYS 3Y JUIY3 JOU PIp Y ‘[[LIS 3]} 910J2q UTEIIND B PUE [[LI3 B
£q pajeredas sem 1aquueyD B} SIUIS PUY WL P[3Y] 193} oY} Ing [9au] 03 Sul
-[[1M 9q 03 Sk IBJ 0S JUIM Y ‘pa3saq Y ‘pauSILaIY] BY| :3OIYJ S} PIOAR 0) P[NOD
aY [[e PIP OyMm ‘UeLILIAST JO SIed 9y} 03 depd Iopuntp e a1 sem Juawidpnl siyy,

"90eI3 01 doue)sisal oA ysiund pue
aprrd moA s[quunyy 03 I9pI0 UT ‘SMOTq Y} [99] NOA L [[IM YOTYM ‘@oTpsn[
SUIAIP JO I9pI0 AQ SUOP 3q UL MO [[9M AI9A | JeY[} IUULW Y} UT J[3S
-INoA asnseyd 03 NoL ‘9ous[osul ou YPIM pue ‘@oe[d AI0A SI} UI pue ‘mou
Y311 931M00s © 93] 03 NOA I9PIO | ISLIYD) SNsd[ 01 SATIYPE AYS JBY) JUIXD
7]} 0] ‘SSAISTUX JNOA ‘USPTEUI SIT]) JO PUE ‘PO FUIAT] 3T} JO J[eYdq UO pUE
‘uotssassod Jo JySir Aq sToA apeur NoA YOIYM ‘SPUBT] UMO 19T TIIM PUE

‘royyey ) pres soy,, idIym a} ol 9AID), :I9A0 puE 1240 pajeadar
oY "passassod [ms oy woym uaprewr 3unok e jo ramod a3 03 [[B 2A0qE puE
‘A[yea13 0s pau109s 9y YOIYM ‘punjueu Jo romod a1} 01 Kem sty Ul paonpar Sur
-9q pajuawue] oY “Sun{[el woij 1oy dojs 0) JPIO UT ‘PAUINIDI UOWAP Y} USY[],

“wiry 10§ 19pIo [[im noA juaurystund o oS1apun pue readde
Y[ JeU} PUBLISP | PUE ‘WIY UWSPUOD | ‘DU UI ST 9Y St SuOo] Sy "pajerjiuumny
9q 0 J[9SAWU pUE WIY JULM [ INq IYSNOT]) Y[} I UOOMS ST SAYEUL ] "Pres
aAeY noA Jeym Jnoqe aarsuayardde A1aA ST [1ASP SIT) JeT[) DSUAS | T8Iy

:pres 9Ys ‘SSaUSNOTISU0d Jururesar ‘uay[, (“19pIo A[qerrut
-pe A[[e303 ® UI 93eUIEOUT a1oM A9U]] JI SE 2101} Sunoe ‘Suresy axe A9} JeyM JO

TTAH 40 SHIMOd HHL 44AO HAOT ANIAIA 40 HAINNTYL dHL 96



62 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

until I die” What she said was efficacious, for it dealt a mortal blow to the devil,
who immediately seized her and, greatly enraged, threw her to the ground,
sprawling and rolling her body in a strange way. Ever since that day, her soul
has never retreated from something she believed necessary for God’s service.
That was the gift of herself that she made to her Creator, and which the father
had so desired. He believed that she could hope for everything from God, hav-
ing made this choice between his hands. That is why he no longer doubted that
Our Lord wanted to favor with his graces a soul that was so generous to him.

In a few days, the mother felt emotions in her heart that attracted her to
penance, and she told the father that, in her interior, she felt that God wanted
to convert her totally, and that he was making her want to go to him through
penance. The father knew that this was a movement of grace, and he did not
want to hurry its execution but would wait until her soul was drawn to it more
strongly. Not long afterward, something happened that brought a great change
in her and opened the depth of her heart to God entirely. As the father was
trying, in his own words, to stir up God’s spirit and to prepare her heart more
and more, without imposing any specific practice, always waiting until it might
please God to do more, one day when there was no one at the exorcism, the
mother was at the foot of the Blessed Sacrament, tied to a bench as usual, be-
cause of the fury into which the devils put her. With the father near her, kneel-
ing before Our Lord, she had a divine operation that put her outside herself,
and she remained in ecstasy for around a quarter of an hour, during which she
had a vision that totally changed the state of her soul. It seemed to her that she
had been carried before God’s throne in a moment, and there, very frightened,
she saw herself in the presence of the divine Majesty. Her whole life was shown
to her, all the folds of her conscience were displayed to her, and she was in such
great disarray and anguish, awaiting God’s judgment, that she could not stand
her ground. She knew and felt clearly how different is the impurity of the crea-
ture compared to God’s purity, and the mere presence of God seemed to her so
unbearable that, to endure it, she would have thrown herself into the hands of
the demons, who were there, it seemed to her, to seize her. In this brief time,
she heard and experienced a quantity of things that would take a very long
time to narrate in detail.

When this operation had passed, God permitted the demons to bother her,
as if she had really been delivered into their power. Thus the father saw a spec-
tacle that astonished him greatly, for this maiden, being in her good sense, was
behaving like a person who had already been judged and sentenced by God,
with so many lamentations and moans that he could not console her. Acting
through a violent impression, the devil was persuading her that she was really
lost; and since the vision had been engraved into the depth of her soul, he
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overcome everything, wrote out the formula, which said that the mother, in
order to honor Our Lord’s humility and the humility of his Holy Mother, was
promising God, in the event that it pleased him to deliver her from the demons
who were possessing her, to embrace forever the condition of lay sister of the
Order of Saint Ursula, in the event that those on whom she depended were
willing to permit it. This vow was pronounced shortly before Holy Commu-
nion, with the father holding the Blessed Sacrament to the window of the grill.
No one but he heard it. Leviathan, unable to tolerate this affront, withdrew for
several days without daring to appear, giving up the combat that he had previ-
ously been waging with extreme obstinacy, and casting out whatever venom
of pride remained inside on every occasion where the mother did good. He
made his face proud, brash, disdainful, and vain. The father spared him noth-
ing. Leviathan was enraged.

One day, Leviathan came to the grill with extraordinary insolence, a haugh-
ty and proud carriage, an assured face, and an arrogant way of speaking, to say
that there was no reason to treat the maidens of the house in the way that in-
discreet Jesuit was treating a well-brought-up maiden; that it was cruel, and so
forth, sometimes speaking like the devil and sometimes like the maiden. The
father threatened to whip him, which made Leviathan burst out so angrily, and
the anger turned to such fear, that the father could see that this was acutely
painful for him. Then, speaking to the mother as he would to a proud maiden
whom the church had placed under his power, and sometimes speaking to the
devil as he would to a slave who had fallen into the snare of the same church,
and where he was caught and ordered to be chastised according to the discre-
tion of its ministers, the father made it understood that he would not tolerate
pride in either of them, and that he was resolved to crush that pride by what-
ever means it took. In addition, the father told Leviathan that he would make
him feel the power over him that God had given him, and that he was very as-
sured of the good will of the maiden to whom he would make Leviathan yield.
To this, the wretch replied: “That is my misfortune. Accursed good will! For I
shall have to go wherever that bitch wants me to.””° The father replied: “You
can therefore expect me to treat you as a rebel and subject you to the whip.” At
that, the mother’s face, which had entirely lost its liberty, became very pale. It
was easy to see how much this wretched demon feared this treatment. And her
apprehension was so great that she fainted. (The demon was communicating
a part of his feelings to the mother, which is usual in possessing demons: when
they have united with the soul, in some way, on the soul, they make an imprint

70  Yes, the demon calls her a chienne, which Randle Cotgrave (A Dictionarie of the French and
English Tongues [London, 1611]) translates as “bitch.”
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64 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

the belt and wear it for a while in order to abate the gaiety that would assail
her, surmounting in that way the nature that was giving the demon an oppor-
tunity. She promised him. The demon suddenly appeared, as if all was lost, and
said “No,” he would prevent her. But having been dismissed, the demon left an
imprint in the mother: an extreme apprehension about the penance, although
her resolution to obey remained.

Not long after that, when the mother was at recreation, the devil did not fail
to surprise her, reminding her of these lively apprehensions and giving her a
strong inclination to enjoy herself with the other possessed women. There was
amighty combat in her about leaving recreation: the demon persisted and pre-
tended not to be astonished. Nonetheless, since her support lay in the nature
that was being molested by this suffering, little by little he withdrew and left
the mother free. Suddenly, she was wonderfully rewarded by Our Lord: while
praying, she remained for an hour in great peace and light. This gave her such
strength and virtue that the next day she talked with the father about it, as
about a very great grace, saying that ever since she had been possessed, she
had been unable to pray for more than a moment. That increased her desire to
fight; and on his side, the demon prepared to wage the greatest battle against
her.

The next day, at the end of the exorcism, she remained extremely weak, as
if all her members had been broken. She stirred compassion in the father, so
beaten down was she. The father suspected that this was the demon’s artifice,
in order to feel assured about playing his game. The father wanted to find a so-
lution, and he prepared the mother to wage a good combat. He therefore asked
her whether, if Balaam were to attack her again, she would have the courage to
defend herself. She replied that, in her very weak state, it did not look as if she
would don the belt, which had entered deeply into her flesh on the previous
day, but that she would nonetheless obey to the death. The father, suffering
greatly and resisting, ordered her to wear her belt; and he sent her away, so
weak that she could not stand. He withdrew, and thinking of the harsh order
he had just given her, and fearing that she would not be able to accomplish
it, after weighing things, he resolved to revoke his order. He therefore went
back and, having summoned the mother, found her very pensive, melancholy,
and in pain. Having probed her heart, he told her that it would suffice for him
to test her obedience, and that she should not wear the belt. Then she said to
him, “Ah! Father, you are deigning to accept my nature. Alas, I beg you not to.
Follow the movements that God gives you.” The father was very consoled by
this response, and he saw clearly that he had been mistaken. The next day, the
demon confessed the truth to him. So the father said to the mother: “All right.”
And since God was giving her courage, he added: “May she resist her enemy.”
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subtly that the mother did not notice it: she adjusted her words, kept her head
up, kept her wimple clean, and maintained an air about herself that was quite
the opposite of a nun’s humility. She would receive all outsiders with good
grace, and she satisfied everyone. She would recite passages from the church
fathers, as she had heard them in the past in sermons. Lastly, the devil used
everything in order to reign in her head, by which he hoped to do a great deal
of evil, had he been able to conserve it. It was Leviathan, wicked, proud, a won-
drously subtle spirit, who was carrying on the craft of possessing the mother
without giving any sign of his presence; yet he would upset the entire house
by unparalleled artifices. Into this maiden’s spirit he put a thousand vain plans,
under the pretext of good and reform, in order to deceive her and to engage
her subtly in a perpetual love for herself. He had made a style of spirituality for
her, in which she was so schooled that she charmed everyone who listened to
her; but all of that merely led to a vain readiness to oblige. Although there were
many operations by the demon, there was a great foundation in her nature and
in the habits she had acquired; for she had a very astute spirit that was capable
of fulfilling the plans of this malevolent spirit, prince of darkness, accustomed
to working similar marvels.

All of that having been recognized, the mother begged the father to humili-
ate her mercilessly, giving him permission to make public her life, which he
knew in detail. She entreated him to help her charitably, and to destroy all
the pride that was in her. This he promised to do. He began by humiliating
her publicly during exorcisms, when he would sometimes summon paupers
and make them put their feet on her face and on her mouth, even when she
was mistress of herself. But she had a trace of that haughty spirit. If she pitied
herself, he would have these paupers slap her, which was very embarrassing
for her; but later she would be pleased about it and would thank the father for
doing her such a good turn. After that, many other ordeals were used that were
capable of making her exercise humility. One day, the father enjoined her to
kneel and beg the cook, who was very young, to use the scourge on her. The
cook did this with great simplicity, accomplishing it without worrying about
what others might say.

Once, when the sisters had assembled for a spiritual conference organized
by the father, he began to reprimand the mother, who knelt to listen to what
he was saying, which was very capable of mortifying her. She asked permission
to state her guilt in the presence of her sisters, and to accuse herself for the
principal faults of her life. This was granted, and she did it with great humil-
ity, listing the sins for which she could be ashamed. While she was laboring
thusly to conquer herself, she made such an accurate general confession to the
father that he said he had never heard anything like it. It took her a month to
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66 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

continued for a long while, and the fortress finally was hers. Having prayed for
along while, she went back to bed, where she still was the next morning, not at
liberty but, on the contrary, troubled by the devil Isacaron, who was enjoying
playing the sick person. Having been notified that the mother was still ill, the
father went up to her bedchamber, and he found that it was Isacaron who was
making her languish. By his usual commands, the father tried to make Isacaron
withdraw, but that demon kept on lamenting, knowing, on his own, everything
that had happened during the night. The father made fun of him, saying that
his time had passed, and that he would commit no more outrages against the
purity of this maiden, or it would cost him dearly. For this demon had often
confessed to the father that, when he tempted a soul and the soul defended it-
self by penance, the blows would fall on him by order of divine justice; and that
demons were chastised on similar occasions, either by the ministry of the good
angels, or in another way. Indeed, the demon recounted how, having informed
Lucifer about his lack of success in the other battle with the mother, and hav-
ing said that the suffering was too severe, he added:

Lucifer does not know how powerfully God aids souls in the law of grace,
and how much we have to suffer in our undertakings against those souls.
We had power before the coming of the Son of God; but upon Jesus
Christ’s death, we were closely tied to hell, and when we embark upon
tempting souls, we risk great tortures.

The father, knowing this and seeing the grace that God was giving to the moth-
er, kept telling this demon that he would make him miserable and would make
him pay for his incredible insolence during this possession. And the demon did
indeed pay dearly, as we shall see.

The demon having at last withdrawn, the mother regained consciousness
and found that she was healed, as if she had not lost a drop of blood. There
was reason to be astonished, for she had bled abundantly, as was said earlier.
At that point, she recounted to the father her adventure of the previous night,
in conformity with Isacaron’s deposition about it.

After these exploits, the demons got the idea of astonishing the father with
miscellaneous forms of inventiveness. Among others, they worked a horrifying
spell by which, for a week, the mother became totally different from the way
she really was. Her face appeared unusually beautiful, but affected, and with
allurements and rays in her eyes, and her entire face surpassed what is usual in
nature. Her speech was totally changed, with honeyed words. Her bearing and
her countenance were totally different. At exorcisms, she would say a thousand
insolent things to the father; but the principal ones were said in a low voice,
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chastise the accomplice who had waged war against God. Although she was
sickly and of a delicate complexion, she hoped that God would give her the
strength to shoulder extraordinary troubles. She who formerly could not sleep
except on a featherbed, and who had to be swaddled like a baby in winter, be-
gan to sleep on planks. She now rarely went near the fire. She put her hair shirt
over her shoulders, used the scourge on herself at length three times a day,
fasted two or three times a week, and wore her barbed belt day and night. Her
body stood up to all that, despite the strange aversions that the devil gave her
and the obstacles these aversions posed to the least penance.

Early on, the mother undertook to mortify herself about nourishment. She
greatly loved fruit: she resolved to abstain from it totally. And although that
was extremely hard for her, she spent an entire summer during which she al-
most never tasted any, and she refused what was agreeable to her. Sometimes,
in the middle of a meal, she would have a big appetite. She would rise from the
table, indeed, she would withdraw at the beginning of a meal, if she was very
tempted to eat all she wanted. In vain did the devils make her very hungry:
she would resist them and pay no attention to them. She would choose dishes
that were contrary to her inclination, depriving herself of what she liked and
eating what she liked least. One day, at the noontime meal, she was extremely
aroused to eat well or to enjoy a few dishes. Since she was striving to mortify
herself, she saw some beef bile hanging from a nail. She put it on her bread and
ate it so reluctantly that she completely lost her appetite. There were things
that she did not eat, owing to her delicate stomach; she resolved to disregard
all these repugnant things, principally involving leeks. One day, they served her
some, and she ate them, although they usually upset her stomach. The father
having come, and having asked her how she was, she replied: “Fine, other than
a stomach ache, which isn’t much.” When she told him the reason, the father,
who mistrusted everything, was very suspicious that this might be the devil’s
artifice. He told the mother this. She did not know what to think, but she was
solely disposed to do what she was told. “You will see,” said the father, “that this
stomach ache can be made to go away by discipline.” She replied: “Most will-
ingly.” Then Behemoth appeared on her face, very angry, complaining about
the cruelty of that man who is unwilling to leave anything alone without seek-
ing the causes. He confessed his ruse, saying that he had preserved this evil in
order to have something in reserve. The father ordered Behemoth to withdraw
and take the ill with him. He refused to do it. The mother, having regained con-
sciousness, went to get the scourge; and despite the loud beating of her heart
that she had experienced while fetching it, she came back totally healed, and,
ever since, leeks have not made her sick. The devil then told her that he had
very much wished to deceive her about something involving a pretext about
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68 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

that, for her, being possessed and saying prayers did not go together. However,
the mother received the father’s invitation very joyfully and trustingly, express-
ing her desire to devote herself to it, if it pleased God to give her the grace, as
will be recounted in the next chapter.

5 On the Way that was Followed in Guiding the Mother Prioress’s
Prayer, and the Devils’ Great Resistance to It

When the proposition to devote themselves to prayer had been decided be-
tween the father and the mother prioress, they viewed this plan as the most
advantageous one that had been presented.>? They talked about it as if they
had been obliged to go to a country of delights. This enraged the demons, who
interrupted their conversations with inventive remarks about the mother’s lib-
erty, being unable to endure the fact that, although possessed by them, she was
daring enough to talk about something they hated so much. They made threats
that surprised no one.

The father therefore began to introduce her to the way of prayer, and he
accurately judged that, owing to the possession in which she found herself, he
ought to lead her by the hand and guide her everywhere. He told her that, in
order for this plan to succeed, they would have to pray together; that she need
only listen and consent, and that, in her ear, he would say the same prayer
that she might have said if she had been at liberty; and that he would supply
her with affections that conformed to her need and to the state of her soul,
about which he had full knowledge. He did not feel that he had to proceed
artfully and methodically, but he proposed to let himself be entirely guided by
the divine Spirit, exposing himself to it submissively and trusting that it would
give him the means suitable for the good of her soul. One day, they therefore
began at the very place where exorcisms were conducted, the mother being
tied to a bench owing to the rage of the demons, who always tended to offend
the father cruelly. Kneeling near her, the father began to talk about converting
one’s heart to God, in a spirit of penance and from the desire to consecrate
oneself entirely to him. He chose three points, which he discussed in detail in
an affective manner, acting the role of the mother, prostrate at God’s feet like

52 Inorder to make the chapter title conform to one of the manuscript versions, Jean-Joseph
Surin, Triomphe de lamour divin sur les puissances de U'Enfer et Science expérimentale des
choses de lautre vie, 1658-1660, ed. Jacques Prunair (Grenoble: Jérome Millon, 1990), 55,
adds the following: “And how it was laid out according to the form of the Spiritual Exer-
cises of Saint Ignatius, with the great blessing that God gave to that way.”
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Where do they want me to lodge? I was quite nicely settled in a prioress’s
head, and now they want to reduce me to modest quarters, for they are
taking away the things that sustained and maintained me. I prefer to be
outside, rather than lose all my rights here. I have only the strength that
vice gives me. If we wage war against vice, I shall have to defend myself; if
they ruin it, I shall have to succumb. And that is the greatest misfortune
that could happen to me in my earthly undertakings. The more a person
mortifies himself, the more power he has over his passions, and the more
power he has over me, who holds a loftier rank than that person. This is a
new hell for me, and it would be better for me to be there than here. One
of the great misfortunes that has happened to me since I was created is
having entered this body.

That is how these wretches would talk about the truth of the doctrine that the
father was ceaselessly inculcating into the mother, telling her that as soon as
she had uprooted everything in her that could provide food for the demon,
God would be merciful to her and would deliver her.

Once she had been fortified in prayer and was warmed to desiring penance,
the father began to consider in detail all the movements of her soul, about
which she obligated herself to render an account so exact that he would know
her soul’s anatomy for every quarter hour of the day. She fulfilled this faithfully.
And experience showed the father that there was scarcely a moment when the
devil was not doing something to put a stop to the father’s plan, and to advance
his own. Extreme vigilance was therefore necessary, as was studying the princi-
ple of all the movements of this soul. The father did this as attentively as some-
one who is observing bees at work, through a crystal. This occupation seemed
to him so great in its purpose, in the multitude of things, in the economy of the
two kingdoms, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan, that it seemed
to him that he was governing an entire world. So he was continually attentive
to this situation, thinking about it day and night, as if he had four kingdoms
on his hands, that is, the four demons who were possessing the mother prior-
ess. He had to fight each of them with his aspirations, his artifices, and his
understanding, be it with magic as a support, be it with hell as a consultant,
or be it with nature, in order to maintain himself subtly with it. There was no
little gesture, no little phrase, for which he did not try to learn the origin; and
indeed, he often found it. During a brief moment of haste, he would uncover
the enemy who was pretending to be far away; and wanting to examine this all
the way to the end, he fought great battles and experienced troubles that lasted
for entire days; for he allowed nothing to go past him, no matter how small it
might be. This enraged the devils.
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70 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

greatly in the depths of her heart. The excessiveness of her pain involved si-
multaneously operating and lighting a great love in her, with a very ardent de-
sire for it and an extreme affection for possessing it. On the other hand, the
demons were imprinting on her the conviction that she would never enjoy it,
and that Jesus Christ had rejected her. Sometimes, she would utter blasphe-
mies, like the ones in Job, which plausibly were uttered by that holy man, who
was troubled by the malevolent spirit that not only was afflicting his body but
was even flowing into his soul. For it is true, as God said of Job, that he had only
sinned with the words of his lips. In like manner, this maiden appeared to be
profoundly touched by God with a powerful movement and an inexpressible
thirst for possessing and loving him. Yet she believed that she was condemned
for her sins and could not hope to see him. This anguish purified her in such a
way that she could say, like Job:

You torment me in an admirable manner by a mixture of despair and
love. Oh, how strange are God’s ways, especially in the tempering of his
grace with malevolent operations; and there is reason to revere his con-
duct for purging souls, when he prepares them for union with his love!>3

The mother had gathered much fruit from this guidance; and the demons, in
great disarray, were saying that God had used their undertakings as an oppor-
tunity for making his grace flow in her, and that God was more involved in such
vexations than they were.

The father’s principal intention, in this whole state of affairs, was that her
soul be grounded on real penance and humility, and that it fear nothing as
much as superficially fulfilling this very important part of the spiritual life,
which consists of converting the soul to God. Most of the time, souls hasten
through this part, in order to go quickly to what brings more contentment.
In this, they are strangely mistaken, for one would have to go to Our Lord with
the intention of remaining in tears at his feet until death, or until he himself
withdraws us by the strength of his love. One willingly hastens through this
situation that is naturally bitter and thorny in nature; that is why one rarely
climbs high in the edifice of virtue. Now, by God’s movements and by the fa-
ther’s guidance, the mother was held back for a very long time in the posture of
the supplicant, weeping and prostrate at Jesus Christ’s feet. For three months,
she spent two or three hours a day weeping, which was not her natural bent,
but which was a true touch of the divine Spirit and a special dispensation of

53  An allusion to two of the three states of a soul: purgation and union. For more on these
three states, see Lallemant, Spiritual Doctrine, 173n5.
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If we obey the first command that an exorcist gives us, people will say
that we are not in those bodies, and they will doubt that the possession is
true. For, the more we resist doing good, the more convinced one should
be that we are devils, especially since it is infinitely evil for us to do some-
thing good. We nonetheless do it, despite ourselves, because the church
orders us to do it. And so, the more repugnance we show, the stronger its
strength seems to all those who see that we finally are doing everything
the church wants, no matter how angry we are.

“Since it is God'’s force that keeps you here,” I said to him, “do you feel less the
force of the exorcisms and the weight of the curses that God gives you?” He
replied: “We feel them equally, and that makes us despair at having to serve
God’s glory; and until he makes the power of his grace shine forth, we will be
continually flailed by the church’s, which torments us far more than the suffer-
ing of hell”

“What glory does God reap from this possession,” they asked, “since every-
one makes fun of it?” “He reaps a lot,” replied the demon,

because so many maidens resist all our power, and we have been unable
to win out over them. Is that not the means of making them great saints,
and also of making saints of the exorcists who suffer no less than these
maidens do? Is it not also a glory for God to show everyone that, despite
our horror for him, we are forced to obey the least of his ministers? It is
also a great glory for God that, for love of him, so many persons are labor-
ing to relieve these nuns in both the spiritual and the temporal.

6 How the Mother Prioress Joined Penance to Prayer; And
concerning Her Struggle to Mortify Her Nature [and] the Great
Combats She Had with the Demons, and Their Efforts to Make
Her Abandon Penance

The mother needed more than a little courage to adhere to her resolution to
make Our Lord the absolute master of her heart. When she wanted to set to
work, she knew with whom she should speak; for the strong and powerful de-
mons who were possessing her were resisting to the maximum, and she had to
undertake to chase them away forcibly by mortifying her natural inclinations
and destroying the passions in which they had lodged with such assurance.
It seemed that the Almighty’s hand alone could make them leave. This is com-
mon for all those within whom the enemy fortress reigns, by the right granted
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72 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

before God. This was put into her spirit in a very gentle manner, yet it made
her see the contrary imperfection in which she had lived. Tears never left her
eyes. Generally, this doctrine led to a serious reform of nature, to a freeing of
all the ties she might have to creatures and to herself, and to the discovery of all
the subtlety of self-love. This light was so bright that she condemned in herself
not only what is not blamed but also what was approved and praised by several
persons who present themselves as good. Several maxims involving mortifica-
tions that were considered excessive were very smoothly established and im-
printed in her, who surrendered with the submissiveness that one must bring
to the truth. Since that created a certain link in the heart between the father
and her soul, the father, who from the beginning had planned to make these
maxims flow into the mother’s spirit, merely waited to see her disposed to and
capable of bearing them. He saw that God’s finger was writing them in her with
such conformity that it seemed to be one and the same thing; which gave rise
to such a mutual agreement between these two hearts that the demons some-
times said they had never seen anything like it. This took place during the time
allotted for the examens, which was not a quarter hour but a full hour, despite
all the demons’ ruses, which could never trouble her during this sweet occupa-
tion. That is why the demons began to molest her exterior in several ways; but
they reaped only shame from it.

Sometimes, when she was kneeling, they would hit her hard with their fists
on her spine and would make her fail at the things she undertook. Although
the marks were visible, she merely laughed at them. On other occasions, when
she was prostrate on the floor, they would beat her and try to interrupt her with
their importunities. One time, among others, when she was in a small room
that opened onto a path, and was sitting and thinking about her conscience,
at the end of the path she spied a fearful beast who had the shape and size of
a lion, and whose eyes sparkled like fire. It was almost nine in the evening. As
soon as it saw her, it ran toward her, putting its claws on her chest and contem-
plating her with its horrible eyes. It remained in that position for some time.
The mother did not become emotional; gripped by great fear, she was waiting
for what it would please God to order her to do. Shortly before, her spirit had
been assailed by temptations, thinking about how she could succeed at such
a great plan as the one she had undertaken. This thought made the devil give
her this terrible depiction, in order to overwhelm her; but the depiction served
no purpose and did not prevent her from returning to the same place the next
day at the same hour. There, God communicated with her more abundantly,
and continued to illuminate her with his light, which increased more and more
and showed her an excellent purity. This daily examen on the one hand, and
prayer on the other, polished this soul to such a degree that in a short time
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the temptation. But he quickly rose and, digging a ditch, buried himself
up to his neck, leaving only his head to see the sky. He did other great
penances.

Allumette,5 the demon who currently is possessing Sister Elisabeth,
caught Martinian®® through a courtesan whom we sent to him.

“How,” I asked him, “did the attack upon Saint Macarius give you such a good
reputation with Lucifer, since you did not doom him?” He replied: “I showed
what I knew how to do.” Having said that, the demon began raging, shouting,
and trying to strike me, because I was forcing him to speak favorably about
mankind. His fury intensifying, he said to me: “I want to eat you.” Then, turning
to those who were present at the exorcism, he said:

I want to eat all of you. I want to eat all creatures, annihilate all of God’s
works, and then annihilate myself. How crazy I am, to have embarked in
this mortal body! For I have been greatly deceived. I thought I could turn
that maiden into a sorceress, and I am being forced to make a saint of her,
and to serve God’s plans for men’s salvation.

One day, Leviathan, extremely furious, said:

I am very unfortunate at having come here to play the role of a nun. For
while that soul is devoting itself to the holy exercise of contemplation,
I have to be in a corner of her head, not daring to stir. In addition, I have
to fast, wear a hair shirt, and I can do nothing to avoid it. I assure you that
this is harder for me and more unbearable than hell.

When we undertake to possess a person, we have a chance of mak-
ing great gains, or undergoing great troubles; since all the good that the
person does increases our torments. I would have left here long ago, if
God had not kept me by force. I have always been involved in possessing
bodies; but I have never been as bored as I am in this body. For there is
nothing so firm as a will that is determined to serve God. Three months
ago, we demons, along with the magicians, cast twenty evil spells to pre-
vent this soul from advancing; but we were not permitted to complete a
single one.

65  One of the lists of possessing demons names the cherubim called “Alumette d'impurete”
(literally, “Matchstick of impurity”), as one of the five demons who possessed Elisabeth de
la Croix (dates unknown). De Certeau, Possession at Loudun, 9o—91.

66  St.Martinian (c.350—c.98), a hermit, offered hospitality to Zoe, a courtesan who then tried
to seduce him. He converted her to Christianity.
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74 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

and infirmities had gone away, and the mother remained arid and totally dis-
tant from her previous dispositions. It seemed that things were going badly
for her; but the father, seeing that this was continuing, said to her: “Here, my
daughter, is the gift from the Holy Virgin who took you from infancy in order to
give you solid nourishment.” And indeed, the mother herself felt such a great
difference in her spirit and in her soul, and how this state was more solid than
the other, that nothing more could astonish her. “Dear God,” she would say,

so many imperfections in these tears, so much self-love in this tender-
ness, so many searches for the self in this sweetness! It is true that the
tears were sincere, but the soul receives great support from the senses
into which grace bubbles up. This is much better. I do not feel like weep-
ing, I feel a great determination for God and a firmness that makes me
scorn the agreeable perfumes of the past.

Some time later, moving through the stages of Jesus Christ’s life, they reached
the mysteries of the passion, where she seemed to see new things. An incom-
parably larger, purer, and more devout spirit was communicated in this mate-
rial about the Savior’s suffering, so she would say that all the rest was nothing
compared with what was being uncovered here. The father would continue
his discourses, but would focus more on love and on the savor of the loftiest
evangelical maxims, according the thoughts supplied him by the grandeur of
the subject. The mother was burning to understand and practice them, and
God imprinted them deeply, to show what Our Lord had suffered. To make us
understand what he was saying, this discourse is among the most noteworthy:
before their eyes was Our Lord, in the state in which, burdened with scorn and
sorrows, he appeared to the eyes of all his people. A single mystery would serve
them for several days. In view of this spectacle, the father, not knowing what
path to take, set about imperceptibly showing the mother how man, having
fallen by sin into an extreme self-love that made him forget God, could only
find a remedy in a contrary affection, that is, self-hatred. Entering this, with the
help of grace, he comes to fight himself, to resist his inclinations, and to seek
things that are contrary to nature, so that by this means he can be separated
from the self and from using creatures contrary to God’s order. He ought to love
confusion and scorn, poverty and sorrow, and seek such things; but because
this remedy is extremely difficult, God, moved by this poor mankind who was
so abused by the disordered affection he had for himself, had taken on human
nature and, with it, the things suitable for healing mankind. Thus this sick per-
son, seeing his God in that state, courageously took the necessary medicine.
And to this end, our divine Savior, pressed by an ardent love, espoused the
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The rage we feel about our doom causes us to try to rob him of the plea-
sure he takes in souls that are faithful to him: as much as we can, we turn
them away from the narrow path of the Gospel.

Once, I asked the demon what mainly kept mankind attached to the creature.
“It is,” said he,

the pleasure of the senses. The order we observe, in order to distance
man from virtue, is to make him forget God. We try to keep him in that
forgetfulness. To succeed, we make him expend great care and worry on
the goods of this life; we strive to make the ways of salvation difficult and
thorny. Man having therefore forgotten such a loveable God, in the midst
of the cares and predicaments of the world in which he is engaged, and
his heart being unable to forego loving, we inspire in him affection for
created things. Therefore, since his soul no longer remembers God and is
attached to creatures, we do whatever we want with it. For we easily give
man the love of grandeur, of comforts, and of the pleasures of our day;
and thus we guide him to the abyss of sin.

I also asked him if there were special torments in hell for the souls who had
savored God in the exercise of divine love, and in the exercise of contempla-
tion. “Yes,” he replied,

we have souls in our dark dungeons who have savored God in the prayer
of union, and the state of the unitive life: but we have very few. For these
great souls that have experience in the ways of Christian perfection are
scarcely taken by surprise; they are taken by a secret vanity that slides
into their hearts, and that so blinds them that, scorning others, they final-
ly fall into sin. We do not fail to be present at the deaths of God’s servants,
in order to catch them, if we can, by this vanity; and when we succeed,
they have a demon in hell who at every moment reminds them of God’s
savors, and of the favors they have received, in order to look after the
worm that is devouring them.

When a soul is delivered to us upon leaving its body, we know all the
causes of its damnation, and that is necessary for us, because we are the
executors of what is decreed for it, so that we can impress upon it force-
fully, and forever, the things that can most increase its suffering. We show
it the graces that God prepared for it, the opportunities that it neglected,
the favors that God did for it; and for everything that was recalled to it, we
give it a punishment, and we burden it with torments.
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76 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

contentment and gather much fruit. They did all of this in order to withdraw
the sharp point of evangelical abnegation and the solid death of nature. Since
they saw that they could win nothing by suggestion, the father not having rec-
ommended anything more than that, they wanted to try another way.

One night when the mother was in bed but could not sleep, there came
some sweet words, as if spoken by some good angel, which attracted her spirit’s
attention to listen. She was being promised a very excellent spiritual way along
which her soul would soon belong to God. “God,” she was told,

is only a sweetness. God is only love. One must go to him by love. All
these thoughts about penance and woes do nothing but lower the spirit.
If God permits temptations to arrive, one must view them as an exercise
toward him, resign oneself, and be patient. Becoming so emotional re-
moves peace. In God there are so many lovely things that are capable of
elevating the heart and, by a short path, attaining union with his love! To
that, my daughter, we want to lead you easily and solidly. Trust us: this
comes from those who desire your salvation and who want to lead you to
a high perfection.

Thus spoke the voice, very sweetly in truth; but the mother was suspicious of it
and replied that she was in the hands of obedience, that she would let herself
be guided, and that she hoped that God would bless her in that.

After she had told the father everything, he knew very well that this was
the voice of the enemy, who wanted to catch this maiden in the snare where
he has caught a quantity of souls in this century. He persuades them to do a
superficial mortification, and he leads them to premature elevations by means
of subtleties of nature, that, as much as nature can, make the vigor of the spirit
flee, and that, under pretext of love, toss the soul into sluggishness and trouble,
when truth comes to declare itself. He warned the mother that if the voice re-
turned, she must not listen to it and must reject it as the devil’s, which she did.

Seeing that he had been discovered, the devil resorted to another ruse. One
day, quite late, the father wanted to withdraw, although the time for prayer was
not completely over. He proposed leaving the mother to continue alone, for he
wanted to test whether she could henceforth do without him. He therefore told
her that he was going away, and that, continuing the same subject, she should
try to converse with God all alone. The devil took his time. Seeing the mother
alone, he believed he could deceive her. He took the father’s exterior form and,
pretending that he wanted to retrace his steps, he entered her bedchamber
and, with a voice very much like the father’s, said to the mother: “My daughter,
I am back. I thought it better to continue with you, for fear something might
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2
As soon as the demon named Isacaron came out of the mother prioress, on
the feast of the Epiphany, 1636, Leviathan appeared, and he explained how the
Blessed Virgin had forced him to leave his fortress, saying that he had received
a specific order to report about it. Next he said many things, which I, with alac-
rity, pressured him to do. “I know very well,” said he,

that the sweetness of self-love had never reigned as much as it is reign-
ing in this century. Those who profess the spiritual life take as a model a
few holy persons of our day in order to live a sweet life, supposing that
these persons lived that way, because they had made some charitable ar-
rangement. But people do not think about all the interior and exterior
travails that they endured, before God gave them so many celestial sweet-
nesses, and they always persevered in the mortification of the senses and
of the passions, from which these spiritual people of our day distance
themselves greatly. We catch a great number of them in this way: for by
neglecting this holy practice, they are very weak, and we convince them
that they are something before God. Then, on the pretext of charity, we
engage them in perilous friendships. Oh, I know some who have let them-
selves be caught in that snare! We work a great deal among spiritual per-
sons, and we make maxims flow subtly into them that will help them
avoid the rigor of evangelical abnegation. We cause religious persons to
lead a comfortable life, using their health as a pretext; by that means we
keep almost all of them in the life of the senses.

We show a great deal of rage during exorcisms, because we are forced
to obey the ministers of God and the church. But we certainly endure
another violence, when God repels us, when we want to prevent a soul
from making progress.

I asked him why. “Because,” he said,

it is less painful for us to obey the ministers of God and of the church
than it is to see a soul advance along the path to Christian perfection,
because of the glory that God gets from it, and the eternal disarray that
comes to us for being unable to prevent it. I run all over the earth; I see
men’s business, wars, developments in states, edifices, the sciences, and
the arts. Imock all that, and I never focus on it. What chiefly occupies me
is creating obstacles to God’s love for his creatures, and I willingly leave
the empires where idolatry reigns, in order to come into Christianity and
to importune someone who has undertaken to serve God. It is true that
I expose myself to suffering great travails and new hells; but the hope of
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78 THE TRIUMPH OF DIVINE LOVE OVER THE POWERS OF HELL

it, having no other will than to follow the movements that Our Lord inspired in
him, after reflecting on the manner he had employed, he found that it was the
same as the one set forth in Saint Ignatius’s book. And although this teaching
about preparatory prayer, about the prelude, and so forth, seems to trouble
the liberty of some spirits, who, approaching this with too much planning
and foresight, limit the operation of God’s spirit and restrict its amplitude, he
nonetheless clearly experienced that, when this occurs smoothly and is exer-
cised without constraint, it is the shortest and most certain path to true super-
natural contemplation.8 Reflecting on the past and considering the guidance
he had given the mother, he therefore noted that he began with an elevation
to God, in order to put the soul in his presence. Then came a recounting of
the story that was going to be meditated upon, a particular reflection about the
place, with the perceptible circumstances, and therefore the application of the
spirit to important things, and the application of the senses to what can move
the affection of the will. He kept to this order, which is the usual one for Saint
Ignatius’s meditations; for although he sometimes inserts discussions and rea-
soning, they are rare. Of twenty meditations, nineteen are of that type, which
invariably attracts souls to contemplation. What they say is true: it is awkward
to furnish a method for supernatural prayer, or quiet prayer;>® nonetheless,
one can say that if there had been one, this great saint would have found it,
and the person who delves deeply into it will recognize its hidden treasures;
for this saint’s spirit does not reason all that much, because discursive activity
prevents the divine operation. But that is only in order to employ, with great
simplicity, the soul’s powers to see people, words, and actions, weighing what
it sees by a simple glance and applying the interior senses to them in order to
draw from it admiration, peace, agreeableness, and fervor.6°

58  For what Surin was taught about contemplation, see Lallemant, Spiritual Doctrine,
264-82.

59  Surin calls it oraison de quietude, literally, “prayer of quietness.” Compare this with Lal-
lemant, his teacher, who uses the expression “silent prayer,” Spiritual Doctrine, 251-64.

60 At this point, the Prunair edition, 69, inserts the following sentences, after which the text
moves on to the final brief paragraph that ends this chapter: “Thus the father, who had
never been able to seize every opportunity to apply these methods, allowed his spirit to
roam and be reduced by the very one who had inspired them in his father and founder
[St. Ignatius], in order to show him, by a significant experience, the strength of praying
that way against the demons, and how pressing it was to guide a soul to holy quietude and
supernatural contemplation, where God operates and agreeably attracts the spirit that
submits to his guidance; for truly, when the mother prioress reached the mystery of the
flagellation, on which they spent an entire month, she was elevated to this very desirable
contemplation and to this sweet peace where, with no trouble, the soul receives from God
the infusion of his light. But because this way of praying was preceded by great travails,
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Next, we shall report how the mother arrived at that highly desirable con-
templation and that sweet peace where, without effort, the soul receives from
God the infusions of his light. But because this manner of praying was pre-
ceded by great travails, and since a long exposé is required to account for the
things that happened, this requires another chapter.

[Appendixes 1 and 2: January 8-9, 1636 6!

7
I had resolved not to do exorcisms on the feast of the Epiphany, because after
vespers and the sermon, the day was almost over, and because the mother was
indisposed. But she was so troubled during the sermon that I was forced to do
s0; and when I was leading her to the altar of the Blessed Virgin, she hit out at
everyone and wanted to abuse me too.

I ordered the demon to prostrate himself and to honor the childhood of
Jesus Christ, adored by the magi. He refused to obey, uttering horrible blasphe-
mies. I began to sing Magnificat, and when I reached the Gloria Patri, he began
to shout loudly: “Cursed be the celestial court.” He continued to vomit out his
curses while I was singing hymns. Finally, I asked him why he was cursing his
Creator in this way. He replied: “Because he curses me, and because I hate him.”
I then sang Ave maris Stella. The demon said: “I curse that star of the sea. I fear
neither God nor Mary. I defy them to take me from here.” I asked him why he
was defying God, who is all-powerful. “It is from rage,” he said, “that I speak in

and because lengthy reasoning is necessary in order to represent the things that went on
there, we shall not discuss it until we have talked about what must be endured in order to
acquire such a great favor, and also to remove some obstacle that the light of meditation
and understanding were obscuring and which, lying in the depth of the natural, should
be ripped out by the soul’s travail, mortifying itself wisely in order to prepare the place for
the Holy Spirit who wanted to dwell in it [that soul].”

61  January 6, 1636. Ferdinand Cavallera describes this “appendix”: “In a sort of appendix to
this first part of the narrative, all the manuscript copies, except the one at the Mazarine
Library, provide two documents that are also by Surin and that are not directly related to
the subject at hand. The first is a sort of anticipation of the sequence of events: ‘Account
of what took place at Loudun when the mother prioress of the Ursulines was delivered
on the feast of the Epiphany 1636. [...] The second, likewise written on the feast of the
Epiphany, is a declaration by the demon concerning the spiritual life. [...] This docu-
ment contains, among other things, a very strong critique of the unmortified spiritual
persons who misinterpret the doctrine of St. Frangois de Sales.” See Ferdinand Cavallera,
“L'autobiographie du Pére Surin,” Revue dascétique et de mystique 22 (April 1925): 143-59,
and 24 (October 1925): 389—411. Both documents were published in the Prunair edition,
70-79.



