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Letter to the Tertiaries of Penance of Saint Dominic

(for private distribution to tertiaries only)
Letter n° 90


Dear Brothers and Sisters in Saint Dominic,


Please accept my apologies for the lateness of this letter. One of the reasons for the delay was the republishing of the Rule under a new format (and the subsequent lapse of time necessary for its translation into English for this letter). In the place of the “Constitutions” that have hitherto served as the Rule for the tertiaries (as published in the little blue booklet that was distributed to newcomers up until last year), from now on we will content ourselves with a “Directory” added to the margin of the official 1923 Rule approved by Pope Pius XI. You will find ampler explanations below.

There was also our trip to the U.S. for the retreats. These retreats were a wonderful opportunity for us to get (or keep) in contact with faithful, friends and tertiaries from all over North America. We are especially grateful to Fr. Zendejas, whose extraordinary organizational skills made everything possible. See below for a brief account of the trip.

The IRS has finally accepted our tax-exempt status, so please tell all those who are thinking of donating to the Friary that we are now able to furnish them with tax receipts.

For news concerning the Crisis in the Church and Tradition, please see our website <http://www.dominicansavrille.us/>. Among other things, you’ll find a translation of a recent editorial from our review Sel de la Terre (“Satan’s Master Stroke”), and a response to arguments justifying participation in the modernist “Year of Mercy” Jubilee. There’s also a meditation for Christmastime.

Let me assure you all of our prayers for you and your families during this Christmas season and throughout the new year. May the Divine Child bring you the graces and consolation necessary to persevere in these difficult times.
God bless,

IN MARIA,

Fr. Angelico O.P.

Our Dominican Life
The Third Order Rule of 1923

The Third Order has existed since the time of Saint Dominic. It sprang up at the same time as the Third Order of Saint Francis of Assisi, his contemporary, as part of a general movement of “penitents” in the Church. The faithful who were living in the world, but desirous of leading a more penitential life and of associating themselves with the apostolate of the Friars Preachers, grouped themselves together under the guidance of the Order. However, there was no official Rule until 1285, the year when Munio de Zamora, the seventh Master General of the Order, finally put it down in writing. It was later confirmed by Pope Innocent VII in 1405, and conclusively ratified by Pope Eugene IV in 1439 (the Church takes its time with such things!).

If the Rule wasn’t written down immediately from the start, it’s because it is the practice of the Church to try things out for a while before imposing laws. This avoids the creation of laws that are artificial or too abstract. However, after this “trial period”, Munio collected the directives that had been given orally by Saint Dominic, and that had served to guide the first generations of tertiaries. He didn’t want these valuable recommendations to be lost with the passing of time. The Rule then continued unchanged for seven centuries, a fact which shows by itself the perfection and wisdom of these statutes.

Later, when the Dominican Order was re-established in all its vigor after the catastrophe of the French Revolution, Father Jandel
 hesitated in obligating the tertiaries to follow the Rule in its integrity. He feared discouraging them and deterring them from the Third Order with a rule of life having become too rigorous for modern times. He therefore asked the Holy See to accord the Father Director of the Third Order the unlimited faculty to grant individual dispenses when he judged necessary. However, in order to avoid a complete dissolution of the Rule, he himself determined the points where the Father Director could give individual dispensations without altering the spirit of the institution. There was no question of general dispenses, and he encouraged at the same time all those who could, to follow the entire Rule. That seemed to be the best solution for the time, for it was wiser not to rush into modifying a legislation as venerable as this text from 1285.

After many years of practice, it became manifest, though, that it was not possible to continue living a Rule that necessitated such an important number of personal dispenses. The legislation no longer corresponded to real life and to the possibilities of the faithful. It was necessary, albeit regrettable, to take this into account.


The 1285 Rule was therefore reformed under the mandate of Master General Gillet, and approved by Pope XI. This is the present Rule of 1923, which is the last one to receive ecclesiastical approbation. It is not very likely it will change from now until the end of the world
.

When the community of the Dominicans of Avrillé was founded
, there soon arrived many requests for entry in the Third Order. Due to the many time-consuming matters inherent to any new foundation, it wasn’t until 1991 that the Third Order was able to be set up, even though the first Fathers had been ordained in 1982. At this time, we naturally (and supernaturally) turned to the 1923 Rule.

It seemed, however, that the faithful addressing themselves to us had need of directives more precise than those given in the official Rule. Let us give just a few examples:


─the 1923 Rule says to fast on “all the days of fasting prescribed by the Church.” But what does that signify today, when the official Church only prescribes fasting on two days out of the year? This is certainly not the spirit of the 1923 Rule, nor any Catholic spirit at all.

─what’s more, on account of the crisis in the Church, it was necessary at least to oblige the tertiaries to abstain from active participation in the Mass of Paul VI, which is something the 1923 Rule could not have predicted.


Many other examples could be given.


A new text of regulations was therefore created: “The Constitutions of the Order of Penance of Saint Dominic”. It was established “ad experimentum” for three years. Yet, a period of three years is too short for such experimentation, and, in fact, the “experiment” has lasted until today. We thank Providence that these Constitutions have sanctified a generation of tertiaries, many of whom have already gone to their eternal reward after dying a holy death. There is no question of changing them substantially, especially considering that they are only an application of the spirit of the Rule of 1923.

It has, however, appeared to us – and to a number of our tertiaries, whom we thank for their reflections – that it would be a good thing to put into the hands of the Brothers and Sisters of the Third Order the 1923 Rule itself, a text which is marked by the seal of the Master General of the Order and the Holy See. (This Rule, by the way, is at the beginning of the book “Our Dominican Life”, which almost all of you have already.)


We have therefore decided to publish a new Rule booklet with the 1923 Rule on one side, and on the other, the corresponding text of the Constitutions. Further, the Constitutions will now come under the title of “Directory”, that is, precisions on the manner of living the Rule. This will permit a better discernment between what is merely counselled, and what pertains properly to the Rule and therefore obliges more strictly (keeping in mind, of course, that in itself, there is no obligation under pain of sin for a Third Order Rule, just as there is none for the Constitutions of the First Order)
. Most of all, this new disposition will allow the tertiaries to better live the spirit of the Rule that has received the official seal of the Church.

In the coming year, we hope to be able to print out (and distribute to all of you) a new booklet where the following text will appear alongside the corresponding parts of the 1923 Rule. Here we have only indicated the corresponding Chapter and number in the 1923 Rule (which is included in an annex).
Directory for the Third Order Rule of 1923
Chapter I

5: Given the present crisis in the Church, the faithful wishing to be affiliated with the Dominican Third Order under the direction of the Friary of La Haye-aux-Bonshommes and according to the 1923 Rule, will belong to the Fraternities erected by this same Friary; or they will be isolated tertiaries under the authority of the Prior of this Friary.

Chapter II

8: The loyalty to the Holy See mentioned in this paragraph is manifested today by the combat against the modern errors of naturalism, liberalism and modernism, condemned by all the Popes before Vatican II, and unfortunately professed by this same council and the “conciliar church” which has followed it. This combat is summarized in the Declaration of Archbishop Lefebvre on 21st November, 1974, which is the doctrinal charter of the Third Order.

9: It is the Prior of the Friary of La Haye-aux-Bonshommes who exercises, by supplied jurisdiction, the powers of Master General and Provincial indicated throughout this Rule, according to the principles exposed by Archbishop Lefebvre:

“The Dominican Order having accepted the revolutionary spirit of Vatican II, the Prior of your community must de facto assume the charges of General Superior and Provincial.”

(Letter from Arch. Lefebvre on June 19th 1986. The original is conserved in the Friary of Avrillé.)

10: In the present context of the crisis in the Church, the following have the powers to receive into the Third Order:

-the Prior of the Friary of La Haye-aux-Bonshommes,

-the Father Director of the Third Order legitimately instituted for his Fraternity,

-any priest delegated by the Prior.

Chapter III

13: The tertiaries affiliated with the Friary of La Haye-aux-Bonshommes have the custom of wearing, in addition to the scapular, and on the exterior of their secular clothes, a small pin bearing the crest of the order with the motto Veritas. The wearing or not of this badge is subject to the rules of prudence.

14: Here, the authorization of the Prior of the Friary of La Haye-aux-Bonshommes is required.

15: Here, the authorization of the Prior of the Friary of La Haye-aux-Bonshommes is required.

17: In particular, the men will avoid wearing shorts and walking around with the upper body or arms uncovered.

Ladies will avoid anything that may unduly attract attention in their clothes and ornamentation. They will be especially attentive to the following guidelines of the Holy See (letter of August 23, 1928): “a dress cannot be called decent which is cut deeper than two fingers breadth under the pit of the throat; which does not cover the arms at least to the elbows; and scarcely reaches a bit beyond the knees.” Today we must add a prohibition concerning skirts and dresses with splits in them. Wearing pants is permitted only in certain cases of necessity, when required by decency, but not for long periods, and in making sure that the pants are loose-fitting.

Chapter V

21: Considering present circumstances (crisis in the Church, isolation of the tertiaries, rarity of contacts with the Fathers, weaker characters, lack of monthly meetings), the novitiate will generally last at least two years.

22: The novitiate lasting generally at least two years, we should rather say, “When the time of probation is finished...”

26: See n°9 of the Directory.

Chapter VI

31: On this point, the priest tertiaries should consult the Prior of the Friary of La Haye-aux-Bonshommes.

Chapter VII

33: However, the tertiaries promise never to attend the Mass celebrated according to the 1969 rite invented by Pope Paul VI, with all the innovations that have resulted since then. The same rule is to be observed with regard to Indult Masses and Masses celebrated by institutes affiliated with conciliar Rome (for example, the institutes under the Ecclesia Dei Commission).

As far as pious practices in conformity with the spirit of the Order, let us mention especially the cult of the Blessed Sacrament, devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and prayers for the Poor Souls in Purgatory.

Chapter VIII

37: The discipline of the Church having been relaxed in a manner detrimental to Christian life since Vatican II, we strongly counsel the tertiaries to fast also on Ember Days and on the Vigils of All Saints’ Day, the feast of the Immaculate Conception, Christmas and Pentecost. (Acts of the Holy See n°49; year 1957.)

During Lent, they will try to fast more often than just on Friday.

There is no fasting on a Friday when it happens to be a Holy Day of Obligation. If the feast of St. Joseph falls on a Friday in Lent, abstinence from meat remains obligatory.

For the Eucharistic Fast, the tertiaries will hold to the rules promulgated by Pope Pius XII: “The faithful must abstain for three hours before Holy Communion from solid foods and alcoholic liquids, and for one hour from non-alcoholic liquids. Water does not break the fast. The infirm, even if not bedridden, may take non-alcoholic liquids and that which is really and properly medicine, either in liquid or solid form, before Holy Communion without any time limit. We strongly exhort the faithful who are able to do so to observe the old and venerable form of the Eucharistic fast before Holy Communion [that is, a complete fast from midnight; canon 808].” (Motu Proprio Sacram Communionem, of Pope Pius XII, March 19th, 1957.)

In so doing, the tertiaries will give a testimony not only of their faith and respect with regard to such an august sacrament, but also of their desire to make reparation for the many sacrileges committed today against the Blessed Eucharist.

Chapter IX

38: This includes any worldly gatherings, the theater and cinema. When there’s a clear social duty involved, the case may be submitted to the Father Director.

Also, for insomuch as it lies in their power, the tertiaries will not have television in their homes. If this is not in their power, they will do all that is necessary in order not to watch it.

A very strict discipline will be rigorously observed concerning the usage of computers and internet.

Lastly, swimming is not prohibited for a Christian, but a tertiary will always remain modestly dressed, and will avoid places and times where indecent crowds gather.
Chapter X
39: The crisis in the Church does not suppress the duty of respect towards ecclesiastical authorities, even when we must at the same time refuse the mortal errors which they profess today.
Chapter XI

41: See n°8

The tertiaries being affiliated with the Order through the intermediary of the Friary of La Haye-aux-Bonshommes, they will willingly aid the Friary in its apostolic endeavors.

42: As the “instruction of the ignorant” is the first Work of Mercy, the tertiaries will be committed to the continuous study of Catholic doctrine in order to be able to transmit it to all those around them: family, co-workers, neighbors, etc. They will consider it an honor not only to defend the truth everywhere that it is attacked – even in public – but also to propagate it, and inspire a love for it. Saint Thomas Aquinas will be their guide in their studies, and his motto will be theirs: contemplari et contemplata aliis tradere (“to contemplate, and give to others the fruits of their contemplation”).

43: This applies to traditional clergy.

Chapter XIV

49: The Third Order of Penance of Saint Dominic affiliated with the Friary of La Haye-aux-Bonshommes is under the direction and immediate correction of the Prior of this same Friary.

On him depends, for all that concerns the Rule and its manner of observance, not only the Fraternities, but also each tertiary in particular, as well as the Directors of each Fraternity.

52: See n°9

53: See n°9

56: See n°9

Chapter XV

59: See n°9

60: See n°9

Chapter XVII

65: The meetings will take place according to possibilities.

69: See n°9

Chapter XIX

70: See n°9

Third Order News

During the last week of October and the first week of November, Father Marie-Dominique, Father Zendejas and Father Angelico preached a retreat for Men, followed by a Women’s retreat. (The theme was the 15 mysteries of the Rosary, explained and meditated one by one.) Providence (and Father Zendejas’ relentless searching) provided us with a well-adapted retreat house located in the New Haven Connecticut area. These retreats were not reserved to tertiaries, but many of the participants were in fact members of the Third Order, and each retreat ended with a vestition ceremony (see below). The men were a little more than fifteen, and the women were a little less than twenty, coming from the four (or at least three) corners of the United States: Washington State/Oregon, New England, Florida, Washington D.C., Texas, Kansas.

Between the two retreats Fathers Marie-Dominique and Angelico replaced Father Zendejas at his missions in Connecticut and Philadelphia. After the second retreats, they were in Northome Minnesota to provide Masses and conferences for an encouragingly large crowd of faithful. This was also the occasion for the vestition of one new novice (see below).


This trip manifested once again the generosity and fidelity of our friends and tertiaries in the United States, and we would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who were involved: Thank you!

Vestitions:

—Connecticut:
October 31st:

Mr. Marques received the habit, and the name Brother Pius

November 6th:

Mrs. Donaghy received the habit, and the name Sister Louis-Marie Grignon de Montfort

Mrs. Cook received the habit, and the name Sister Mary Monica

Mrs. Watz received the habit and the name Sister Magdalena

Miss Figueroa received the habit and the name Sister Dominique Philomène de l’Immaculée

—Minnesota:

November 8th:
Mr. Johnson received the habit, and the name Brother Athanasius

—Available from Sister Mary-Hyacinth at <rosarysecretary@gmail.com>:

—Dominican Life by Fr. Joret, O.P. $25.00 (311 pages, soft cover 1937)

—Dominican Little Office 400 pages/spiral bound $18.00 (Contains Office of the Dead and more)

Dominican Tertiary scapulars $5.00 each

—Our bank account is now at the following address, and no longer at the Huntington IN address (and we have now received tax-exempt status):
-- In the U.S.:

Dominicans of Avrillé, Inc.
P.O. Box 23
Newman Lake, WA. 99025-9998

The other addresses remain unchanged:

-- In Canada:

The Association of St. Dominic

Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce

201-21 Street East

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

S7K OB8 Canada

Please specify:

CAN$: acc.#40-91531

 
-- In the U.K.:

The Association of St. Dominic

The Royal Bank of Scotland plc, Edinburgh Comiston Branch

17 Comiston Road Edinburgh   EH10 6AA

Please specify: Acc # 00105564
December 25th, 2015


Christmas


Avrillé








� Master General of the Order from 1855 to 1872.


� The Dominican “renewal” after Vatican II included changes with regard to the 1923 Third Order Rule. This, of course, was not a “reform”, but a revolution. These changes, then, are not worth consideration. 


�This foundation was made possible thanks to Archbishop Lefebvre, who agreed, in the name of the Church, to accept the vows of the first superior.


�That is, when someone omits an obligation of the Rule, there may be a sin of negligence (laziness, for example), or of formal contempt of authority (which is rare), but there’s not a second sin “added on” due to the fact that it was something commanded by the Rule.





