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TERTIUS ORDO PENITENTIAE LETTER Nº 10 

                             March 26, 2017 

                    Laetare Sunday 

Dear Tertiaries and Aspirants, 

As Passiontide approaches we send you the text of one of the sermons of Pope Saint Leo the Great on the Passion of Our Lord. In the Dominican breviary these sermons make up a substantial part of the readings for Matins during the Sacred Triduum and so they will certainly be good, substantial food for our Dominican tertiaries to help them prepare to participate fully in this Holy of Holies of the liturgical year. 

St. Leo begins his meditation on the Passion by recalling the fundamental mystery of the Incarnation. This is the mystery of which he is the great Doctor, since it was he who formulated the definitive expression of it at the Council of Chalcedon in 451 where he condemned, on the one hand, the Nestorians, who denied that the man Jesus was really God in person and, on the other, the Monophysites, who said He didn’t have a true human nature. In these sermons he explains with perfect balance the union and distinction of the two natures, human and divine, in Christ, and how both work together to accomplish our salvation. This, he states, was the very purpose of the Incarnation in the first place. 

May this sermon help you enter more deeply into the ceremonies in which we will participate during this Passiontide and, hopefully, encourage you as well to go find more of the sermons of this great pope who had a special grace for speaking about this mystery of mysteries which is the center of our faith: the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

           In Sancto Patre Dominico 

           Father Albert 

News

On March 19 at Springfield, Missouri, Hannah Wisdom entered the novitiate and received the name of Mary Clement in honor of the martyr pope, third successor of St. Peter and also in memory of Clement of Dunblane, a Dominican who received the habit from St. Dominic himself and founded several friaries in Scotland. He was later appointed Bishop by Gregory IX, the close friend of our founder, and distinguished himself as a great laborer in the apostolate of his country. 

Lent, as usual, is a busy time for us. Fr. Thomas has been preaching missions in Poland every weekend since the First Sunday of Lent and after his return this week I will be going to Chicago, Toronto and Quebec to preach missions, followed by a retreat for priests during Easter week. Please remember to keep these and our other apostolic works in your prayers — as members of the Order it is part of your vocation to participate in its works through the offering of your prayers and sacrifices. 

In the last letter I spoke of the property we were in the process of purchasing in France. At the last minute the deal fell through because the mayor’s office refused permission to transform one of the farm buildings into a church (or any of the farm buildings into anything else). This was a big surprise to everyone concerned and rendered impossible our installation there so we had to retract our offer (fortunately there was a clause in the contract stipulating this condition so we were able to recover our down payment). We have since found a much better property in the south of France between Bordeaux and Toulouse which looks like it could well be the place God has chosen for us. Hopefully in the next letter I will be able to tell you we have been able to purchase it. It is more expensive, but is in much better condition, so in the long run it would be a much better deal. Please keep this intention in yours prayers as well. 

 

Pope Saint Leo the Great 

Third Sermon on the Passion of Our Lord

 

I. Among all the works of God's mercy, dearly-beloved, which from the beginning have been bestowed upon men's salvation, none is more wondrous, and none more sublime, than that Christ was crucified for the world. For to this mystery all the mysteries of the ages preceding led up, and every variation which the will of God ordained in sacrifices, in prophetic signs, and in the observances of the Law, foretold that this was fixed, and promised its fulfilment: so that now types and figures are at an end, and we find our profit in believing now accomplished what before we found our profit in believing would happen. In all things, therefore, dearly-beloved, which pertain to the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Catholic Faith maintains and demands that we acknowledge the two Natures to have met in our Redeemer, and while their properties remained, such a union of both Natures to have been effected that, from the moment when, as the cause of mankind required, in the blessed Virgin's womb, "the Word became flesh," we may not think of Him as God without that which is man, nor as man without that which is God. Each Nature does indeed express its real existence by actions that distinguish it, but neither separates itself from connection with the other. Here nothing is on its own, all the humility is in majesty and all the majesty in humility; neither does their unity introduce confusion, nor does what is proper to each rupture their unity. The one is passible, the other inviolable; and yet the degradation belongs to the same Person, as does the glory. He is present at once in weakness and in power; at once capable of death and the vanquisher of it. God, then, took on entirely this humanity, and by His mercy and power so blended Himself into it and it into Himself that each Nature was present in the other, and neither passed out of its own properties into the other. 

 

II. But because the design of that mystery which was ordained for our restoration before the eternal ages, was to be carried out neither without human weakness nor without Divine power, each form does that which is proper to it in common with the other, the Word, that is, performing that which is the Word's and the flesh that which is of the flesh. One of them gleams bright with miracles, the other succumbs to injuries. The one departs not from equality with the Father's glory, the other leaves not the nature of our race. But, nevertheless, even His very endurance of sufferings does not so far expose Him to a participation in our humility as to separate Him from the power of the Godhead. All the mockery and insults, all the persecution and pain which the madness of the wicked inflicted on the Lord was not endured of necessity, but undertaken of free-will, "for the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which had perished," (Lk X : 10) and He used the wickedness of His persecutors for the redemption of all men in such a way that in the mystery of His Death and Resurrection even His murderers could be saved, if they believed.

 

III. And hence, Judas, thou art proved more criminal and unhappier than all; thou whom repentance did not bring back to the Lord, but rather despair dragged to the rope. Thou shouldst have awaited the completion of thy crime, and have put off thy ghastly death by hanging, until Christ's Blood was shed for all sinners. And while the many miracles and gifts of the Lord tormented thy conscience, those holy mysteries, at least, might have rescued thee from thy headlong fall, which at the Paschal supper thou hadst received, being even then detected in thy treachery by the sign of Divine knowledge. Why dost thou distrust the goodness of Him, Who did not repel thee from the communion of His body and blood, Who did not deny thee the kiss of peace when thou camest with crowds and a band of armed men to seize Him. But O man that nothing could convert, O "spirit going and not returning," (Ps LVXXII : 39) thou didst follow thy heart's rage, and, the devil standing at thy right hand, didst turn the wickedness, which thou hadst prepared against the head of all the saints, to thine own destruction, so that, because thy crime had exceeded all measure of retribution, thy wickedness might have thyself as its judge, thy punishment suffer thyself as its executioner.

 

IV. When, therefore, "God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself," and the Creator Himself was wearing the creature which was to be restored to the image of its Creator; and after the Divinely-miraculous works had been performed, the performance of which the spirit of prophecy had once predicted saying : “then shall the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf shall hear; then shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall be plain.” Jesus knowing that the time was now come for the fulfilment of His glorious Passion, said, “My soul is sorrowful even unto death;” and again, “Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me.” By these words, expressing a certain fear, He healed the emotions of our weakness by sharing them, and banished our fear of enduring pain by undergoing it. In our Nature, therefore, the Lord trembled with our fear, that He might put on our weakness and clothe our inconstancy with the firmness of His own strength. For He had come into this world a rich and merciful Merchant from heaven, and by a wondrous exchange had entered into a bargain of salvation with us, receiving ours and giving His, honor for insults, salvation for pain, life for death; and He Whom more than twelve legions of angels might have served for the annihilation of His persecutors, preferred to undergo our fear, rather than employ His power.

 

V. And how much this humiliation conferred upon all the faithful, the most blessed Apostle Peter was the first to experience, who, after the fierce blast of threatening cruelty had dismayed him, quickly changed, and was restored to vigor, finding remedy from the great Model, so that the suddenly-shaken member returned to the firmness of the Head. For the servant could not be “greater than the Lord, nor the disciple greater than the master,” and he could not have vanquished the trembling of human frailty had not the Vanquisher of Death first feared. The Lord, therefore, “looked back upon Peter,” and amid the calumnies of priests, the falsehoods of witnesses, the injuries of those that scourged and spat upon Him, met His shaken disciple with those eyes wherewith He had foreseen that he would be shaken: and the gaze of the Truth entered into him, in whose heart correction had to be wrought, as if the Lord's voice were making Itself heard there, and saying: “Whither goest thou, Peter? why retirest thou upon thyself? turn thou to Me, put thy trust in Me, follow Me. This is the time of My Passion, the hour of thy suffering is not yet come. Why dost thou fear what thou, too, shalt overcome? Let not the weakness which I have taken on confound thee. I trembled in thy nature, be thou confirmed in Mine.”

 

VI. “And when morning was come all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death.” This morning, O ye Jews, was for you not the rising, but the setting of the sun, nor did the wonted daylight visit your eyes, but a night of black blindness settled on your wicked hearts. This morning overthrew for you the temple and its altars, did away with the Law and the Prophets, destroyed the Kingdom and the priesthood, turned all your feasts into eternal mourning. For ye resolved on a mad and bloody counsel, ye “fat bulls,” ye “many oxen,” ye “roaring” wild beasts, ye rabid “dogs,” to give up to death the Author of life and the Lord of glory; and, as if the enormity of your fury could be palliated by employing the verdict of him who ruled your province, you lead Jesus bound to Pilate's judgment, that, the trembling judge being overcome by your persistent shouts, you might choose a man that was a murderer for pardon and demand the crucifixion of the Savior of the world. After this condemnation of Christ, brought about more by the cowardice than the power of Pilate, who with washed hands but polluted mouth sent Jesus to the cross with the very lips that had pronounced Him innocent, the wild crowd, wanting to please the high-priests, heaped many insults on the Lord, and the fury of this mob assaulted the meekness of Him Who endured it all. 
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