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TERTIUS ORDO PENITENTIAE LETTER Nº 20
                                                                                                                                  September 8, 2019
                                                                                                                                                                                 Nativity of Our Lady
Dear Tertiaries and Aspirants,
The text on Our Lady’s Nativity by Saint Bernard that we are sending this time 1 will be familiar to the more senior tertiaries, because we sent it to them 8 years ago, but it is so beautiful and important I don’t want to deprive the younger ones of its unction and instruction, and it is a text that merits to be meditated more than once. The doctrinal point it explains is crucial : the mediation of Our Lady. Saint Bernard is one of the great heralds of this doctrine, which has existed since the primitive Church – in particular in the Marian title of “the New Eve”, which goes back to apostolic times – but has become more and more explicit as time goes on and in Saint Bernard for the first time it shone out it all its splendour. 
May this meditation help you, then, to renew and deepen your knowledge of Our Lady and the pivotal role God has given her in His plan of salvation. There is perhaps no other Marian doctrine that has such important practical consequences for our spiritual lives and for the salvation of the whole world.
                                                                                                                                  In Sancto Patre Dominico
                                                                                                                                  Father Albert
 
NEWS
 
On June 2nd in Sanger, Texas Mr. Drue Sipe entered the noviciate and received the name of Louis-Marie. May St. Louis de Montfort, this eminently Marian Dominican tertiary, lead him “to Jesus through Mary”.
 
The Dominican Sisters in Tynong, Australia recruited a good batch of novices to offer to our holy Father Saint Dominic for his feast day. Thus on August 4th, in the Sisters chapel there, three postulants received the scapular and their religious names :
- Andrew Robinson became Brother Vincent Ferrer;
-  Andrew Krausgrill became Brother Mary Joseph;
- Maryann Beckenham became Sister Jane of Aza.                                                Qui incepit, ipse perficiat!
De Aquaeductu
3. (…) Eternal life is that unfailing fountain that waters the whole surface of Paradise. (…) Who is the fountain of life except Christ the Lord ? "When Christ appears, your life, they you also will appear with Him in glory" (Col 3 : 4). Truly plenitude itself has emptied itself out, in order to become for us justice and sanctification, and remission ; not yet appearing as life or glory or beatitude. This fountain has been diverted all the way down to us, its waters have been brought down to our streets (…) That celestial stream has come down by an aqueduct which doesn't, however, give out the fulness of the fountain, but pours out drops of grace to our thirsty hearts, to some more, to some less. The aqueduct, indeed, is full, so that others might receive from its fullness, but not the fullness itself.
4. You have understood already, unless I am mistaken, whom I mean to call this aqueduct who, receiving the fullness of the fountain from the heart of the Father, brought it forth for us, not as it is (in itself) but at least as we were able to receive it. You know to whom it was said : Hail full of grace. Do we not marvel that it was possible to find someone who could become such a great aqueduct whose summit, like that ladder which the Patriarch Jacob saw, might touch heaven, more, pass through the heavens and reach that ever-living fountain of the waters that are over the heavens ? Salomon also wondered and cried out, as if in desperation : "Who shall find a valiant woman ?" (Prov. 31 : 10). Certainly the waters of grace were lacking to the human race for so long because this so desirable aqueduct of which we speak was not yet there to be our intermediary. (…)
5. But how did this aqueduct of ours attain that so elevated fountain ? How do you think, if it wasn't by the vehemence of her desire, by the fervor of her devotion, by the purity of her prayer ? as it is written : "The prayer of the just shall penetrate the heavens" (Eccli. 35 : 21).And who is just if it isn't the just Mary, out of whom has risen for us the sun of justice ? How then did she attaint that inaccessible majesty if it wasn't by knocking, asking and seeking ? Finally, what she sought, she found, she to whom it is said : "Thou hast found grace with God" (Lk 1 : 30). What ? She is full of grace and yet she still found grace ? She was worthy indeed to find what she sought, she who was not satisfied with her own fullness nor content with her own good, but (…) asked for a superabundant effluence for the salvation of all.
6. Look, O man, upon the plan of God, recognize His plan full of wisdom, full of mercy. About to water the threshing floor with celestial dew, first He completely drenches the fleece (Jud. 6 : 37-40) ; about to redeem the human race, He gives the whole price of it to Mary. Why does He do this ? Perhaps so that Eve might be excused through her daughter, and the complaint of man against woman might from now on be stilled. O Adam, no longer say : "The woman whom you gave me, gave me the forbidden fruit" (Gen. 3 : 12) ; say rather : "The woman you gave me fed me with blessed fruit." Truly a most merciful plan, but still something else is hidden, this isn't yet all. This is all true, but, unless I be mistaken, this is still too little for your desires. The milk is sweet ; if we press harder, perhaps it will give also the fatness of butter. Look more deeply, therefore, with how much devoted affection He wants her to be honored by us, He who placed the fullness of all good in Mary : so that if there be any hope of grace in us, any hope of salvation, we know that it overflows upon us from her who ascends flowing with delights. She is entirely a garden of delights, upon which that divine southern wind not only blew but thoroughly ventilated so that its aromas, that is the gifts of grace, might flow and overflow everywhere. Take way this solar body that illumines the world and where is the day ? Take away Mary, this star of the sea, sea that is so great and spacious, and what is left but enveloping gloom and the shadow of death and thickest darkness ?
7. Let us venerate, therefore, this Mary from the depths of our being, with all the affection of our hearts, with all our devotion, for this is the will of Him who willed that we have everything through Mary. This, I say, is His will, but it is for us. Solicitous for our misery in all things and through all things, He calms our trepidation, He encourages our confidence, He strengthens our hope, He banishes our fear, He elevates our weakness. You were afraid to approach the Father, terrified by the mere sound (of His voice) you fled (to hide) in the trees : He gave you Jesus as a mediator. What will such a Son not obtain from such a Father ? He will certainly be heard for His reverence ; for the Father loves the Son. Or do you tremble also before Him ? He is your brother and your flesh, tempted in all things without sin, that He might become merciful. This is the brother that Mary gave you. But perhaps you tremble before the divine majesty also in Him, because although He became man, nonetheless He remained God. Do you want an advocate also with Him ? Have recourse to Mary. For humanity in Mary is pure, not just pure from all contagion, but also pure by the singularity of her nature. And I would say without any doubt, she also will be heard herself for her reverence. The Son will certainly hear the Mother, and the Father the Son. Little sons, this is the ladder of sinners, this is my greatest motive for confidence, this is the whole reason for my hope. What then ? Can the Son either repulse or be repulsed, can He not hear or not be heard ? Obviously neither. Thou hast found grace with God, said the angel. Happily. She always finds grace and it is grace alone that we need. This prudent Virgin did not seek wisdom, like Solomon, nor riches, nor honors, nor power, but grace. Now it is grace alone by which we are saved.
8. Why desire anything else, brethren ? Let us seek grace and let us seek it through Mary ; for what she seeks, she finds, and she cannot be disappointed. (…)
9. (…) She ascended far above the human race, she ascended up to the angels, but she passed beyond them as well and surpassed every celestial creature. Indeed she had to draw from above the angels the water which she was to pour out for men.
10. "How", she says, "will this be, since I know not man ?" (…) The angel responds, saying : "The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee and the power of the Most High will overshadow thee." Do not ask me, he says ; it is above me and I cannot attain it. The Spirit of God, not of an angel "will come upon thee, and the power of the Most High will overshadow thee", not mine. Do not remain even among angels, holy Virgin, the thirsty earth awaits something more sublime to be poured out by thy ministry. (…) Pass on farther, then, beyond the Powers and Dominations, beyond the Cherubim and the Seraphim, until thou comest to Him of Whom they cry out to each other : Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus Dominus Deus sabaoth (Isai. VI, 3). For the Holy One to be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. The fountain of Wisdom is the Word of the Father on high. This Word will become flesh through thee.
11. He was incomprehensible and inaccessible, invisible and utterly beyond all thought. But now He has willed to be comprehended, He has willed to be seen, He has willed to be thought. How, you ask ? Lying in a manger, resting on the breast of a virgin, preaching on the mountain, passing nights in prayer and hanging on a cross, growing pale in death, free among the dead and commanding in hell, or also rising the third day and showing the apostles the place of the nails as the signs of His victory, finally ascending before them into the hidden regions of heaven. Which of these things is not truly, piously and holily thought about ? Whenever I think about about any of them, I think about God and in them all He is my God. To meditate these things, I say, is wisdom, and I have judged prudence to consist in declaring the memory of this sweetness which the priestly rod so copiously produced in these kernels, which Mary drew down from the supreme heights and abundantly poured out for us. Indeed in the supreme heights, and beyond the angels, for she received the Word from the very heart of the Father (…)
18. (…) "My beloved belongs to me and I to him, to him who feeds among the lilies" (Ct 2 : 16). Indeed, he feeds near Mary, and more abundantly because of the multitude of lilies there. For aren't the beauty of her virginity, the eminence of her humility and the supremacy of her charity lilies ? Nonetheless there will be lilies for us as well, although they be much inferior ; but the spouse will not disdain to feed even among them (…) However whatever it is that you prepare to offer, remember to commend it to Mary, so that grace might return to the giver of grace by the same channel that it flowed to us. For God could very well have poured out grace without this aqueduct if He had so wished ; but He wanted to provide you with a vehicle. For perhaps your hands were either full of blood or tainted with bribes (…) Thus this little thing you desire to offer, be sure to give it into the hands of Mary that are all worthy of acceptance, so that she might offer it, if you don't want to see it rejected. Indeed these hands are most splendid lilies : nor will that lover of lilies judge not found among lilies whatever he finds in the hands of Mary.
1 – Excerpts of his famous sermon De Aquaeductu. We are sending as well the commentary of Fr. Lussiaa on another two articles of the Rule.
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