 
Chapter Thirteen
 
Death of the Brethren and Suffrages
 
Article forty-five. The death of a member of the Fraternity shall be announced as soon as possible to the other members, who, unless lawfully prevented, should personally attend the obsequies for the deceased.
 
This article of the Rule asks two things: to announce the death of a Tertiary as soon as possible and the personal presence at his obsequies. In the larger cities, the section delegate should provide immediate notification of the death of a Tertiary Brother or Sister for whom he is responsible. This is the most rapid method of notifying all the members of the Fraternity. And this delegate, except in cases of legitimate impediment, should perform the sweet duty of assisting at the religious burial ceremony, not only so as to honor the deceased, but also and above all to pray for him. These two points of the Rule, so important and so practical, are not being observed with enough attentiveness in certain Fraternities. We have made this painful observation quite often. 
 
Article forty-six. Moreover, within eight days from the receipt of the notice of the death, each member of that Fraternity shall recite a third part of the Rosary, hear one Mass and apply one Holy Communion for the soul of the deceased.
 
These are particular suffrages asked of each Brother or Sister of the Fraternity. The recitation of a chaplet of the Rosary within eight days following the death, assistance at one Mass and application of one communion. May each Tertiary make his examination of conscience about it and ask himself if he has been faithful to these fairly light prescriptions.
 
Article forty-seven. Each Tertiary shall daily say one Pater, Ave, and Requiem for the living and the dead of the whole Order.
 
Article forty-eight. Besides, each Tertiary shall annually have celebrated, or at least assist at, three Masses for the welfare of the Brothers and Sisters, both living and dead.
 
These two articles of the Rule concern the general suffrages that one must carry out, even if there are no deaths in the current year, and these suffrages are for all the branches of the Order without distinction.
 
And what do they ask? That a Pater and an Ave, followed by a Requiem be said each day: and during the year, to have three Masses celebrated for, or to hear three Masses for all the Brothers and Sisters of the Order, living and dead. As we see, Tertiaries less well-off can simply assist at three Masses for the intention of all the members of the family of St. Dominic.
 
Here also, we invite our Tertiaries to make a little examination of conscience. For we are afraid they might need to reproach themselves for negligence or forgetfulness on this point. Let us guard against this; at stake is our spiritual welfare during this life and after death.
 
In the First Order many suffrages are offered for the dead; and Tertiaries have a part in it. Each year, all the Fathers celebrate thirty-three Masses; the cleric Brothers recite the psalter and thirty times the penitential psalms; the converse Brothers recite a total of nine hundred Paters and Aves. Each week, the Convent recites the Office of the Dead and celebrates a Mass in which everyone is required to assist. Every year, four anniversaries are celebrated: one for all the Brothers and Sisters, and, consequently, for all the Tertiaries; one for the fathers and mothers of the religious; one for the faithful buried in our churches and in our cemeteries, and one for our benefactors and friends. Further, each year, a convent must celebrate twenty Masses for the dead of the Order.
 
And that is not to mention the suffrages due to each of member of a Community at the moment of his death.
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