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‘st kind of definition of the Catholic Church. According to the De

- Bedesia Mililonte the Church is “the gathering of those men who are

. wited in the profession of the same Christian faith and in the com-

| mmicition of the same Sacraments under the rule of legitimate

" pastors, and particularly of the Roman Pontiff, the one Vicar of Christ

dearth” The theologians who held that the mere profession of

-~ fsith would not suffice to keep a man within the Church offered defini-

;. tiws simailar to that of Francis Sylvius., He wrote that the Church is

e society of the faithful, ordered and united under one hesd, Christ,

@i under His Vicar on earth, the Roman Pontiff.””% - These formulae

 apply exchusively to the Church militant of the New Testament. - They
: &d ot become common in scholastic ecclesiology until well into the .
Mhaenm_v In most modern manuais of theology they are =~
alied mthmgﬁkb“deﬁmtxonsofthe Clmrclun thestnctestorthﬁ TR

?hmmdtypeofdeﬁnnmappha to theChmhmimntsmce' oy

i&hmmgoftbehumnm,orat least since the time of our fimst -~ .

- Irenits, * A good example of this type is found in the De Eedesiasticis -~

Soipberis o Dogmatibus of the great Louvain theologian, John Driedo. .

e holy Church is the multitude which rejoices in holy umity; s

'.iwmén.ybaﬁ}yplace,butrathermthenm&d:
m'-ﬁfimS}:ﬁ:’!\‘.grmagleemc:w:ryplzm )
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J-’ an external communication in the outward pmtﬁm L |
_ ;;:';h 7 This type of definition is the oldest among the
: .f ey ,
_ e:::gn treat of the true Church as an institution which hadt been
Perfagy. slﬂcethetmeofﬁdamandEve and which had reached
i The *atus in this world with the advent of its divine Founder.
¥, thirg type of definition, that which is most general, is in
ribe the Church asit exlsts; not only in this world, but in pirgs
t B ofValenm. offers as his “widet’

Caliing-a.re‘-in somie way assocﬁ!ted
PﬁGodandmthetrueaﬂdsﬁpanatumHy ! e
% Wheﬂm‘ ﬂmt knowledge is in the obscxmty‘of e
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vishle Church of the New Testament. He writes to the Romans that
gy, being many, ate one body in Christ, and every one members one 0f
smother. And having different gifts, acoorfimg to the grace that s
given us: either prophecy to be used according to the rule of faith, Of
memistry in ministexing, of he that teacheth 1n doctrine.™® ¢, Paul
makes it clear that the group whom he addressed as one body in Christ
wese those organized with & definite ministry 2nd a definite teaching
‘affce. They were the men and women who composed the Catholic
Church in the city of Rome. They were the social body whose
members could be expected to live ‘“4oving one another with the
charity of brotherhood.”*

'To the First Epistle to the Corinthians also, the Apostie of the
Gentiles leaves no room for doubt about the fact that he applies
% term “body” mmediately o the visible Church of the New
Testament, “For we, being many, are one bread, one body, all that
pertake of one bread.”™* The one bread is of course the Eycharisth
fol Those who partake of the one bread, within the visible
Cathelic Church to whom this Sacraroent is entrusted, are the mem-
bers of this Church.  Thus here the designation “one body” js applied
eumediately to the group described in the definition of St Robert.
Inthe same document St. Paul shows that the body of Chyist which - -
*® describes i5 an organized soclety, into which roen age initiated
drough the rite of baptism, 2 society in which there are diversities of -

Porag the body is one, and hath many members, and all ﬁ,,_,mbm o -
% body, whereas they are many, yet arc one body: 30 also i Christ. . ©
B“ ™ one Spirit were we all baptized into ome body, whether Jews or
e, whether bond or free: and ia orie Spific we Bve ol been made o

S Pusl cali the Chirch the body of Cheist in ordex to empbasise, .
Mouly the dependence of this society upon the life.of our Lord, bat
t"M"h"ml‘somz the mutual dependenc oithcmemmamgtbem-
?"‘f_h_ﬂensfstheanaiogyofthe.m. epeidence 02 e


dr.u.es
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serve one atother.  The Jite of charity is incymbent upon all of ﬂm
who pert&m to the bady of Christ, but among these men, some -
called apon 10 €Xercise the functiong of hierarchica) ministry. Th
bodyxsmamfesﬂy the society in which thig ministry exists by right,

Now y,,,, are the dody of Christ, and members of member,

And God indeed hath set some in the Church, first Apostles, secoadly ]

Prophets, thirdly Doctors, after that miracles, thm the graces of healing,
M ps, governments, kinds of tongues, interpretations of Speeches.

IntbeEPBﬂetOlheEm:ms,St. Paulsp@gksoftheChumhas!ﬁt;-".
body of Christ:

mmhm[%!upﬁmtbed -and setting him o bis gt §
hadm:hew””‘?!)’aw = e
 Above W%mdmwmdvmemddmw.mm

musnamednotonlymtb:swdd huta&omthntwhmhzstom
: »'Wmh,w;,sub Jected all things under his fept: and bath made him besd-
over all the

Mmmmw&eﬁdmmafhmwhmsﬁﬂed&nm&&”

' §t. Paul taught that 3¢ organization which he termed the body o
r,m;wawc?:yw-bmhemtsmthxsworl ,strongmthehopec(m
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__ gmn in the sz:ble Chuxc_h,'thmugh the Apmﬂﬁ and
an&theEvangelrsts. -

et into the unity of faith and of thie kriowledge of the Son of
'ma.n_ unto the'measure ¢f the age of the fulness of Christ:
we be no niore children tossed: to and fro, and carried
witlh every wind of doctrinie by the w:ckedness of men, by cunning
. theyhemwmttodeoewe Co e Y
char_lty-? we.may- in all things 'gmw HP; n h:m who

n&ehead, sven Chnst‘ .
. Fiom ‘whom the whole body, being compacted md ﬁtly
¥#hat every joint » According to the 'Opmtim

: Téase theM' unto :
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L above alt tbeso things hﬂ\re Cha.nty, which is the bond Ofm

.I mﬂaimmwy andbekﬂlankfn] %

.. | In'the light of these texts gpq definitions it appears  that the.\
slon of the Mystical Body of Churist is mcﬂyptbat of the_{lath&
Church.  The Catholic or upnjy, Versal Church is the proper designatin

' of that holy society describeq gy oy T e el
+ definitions of the CHUreh in scngy, o " 0w St Paul s inf

'. cated ﬂus SOCIBtya alld no Othgr’ a3 the BOd}' of Christ.

¢ the visible Church militant of the
“Atholic Chyreh, s the Mystical Body

L C&mwﬂo pot i any sem,e Wlthdraw that appellation from te:
: of the lnh&ivenorthesoulsmmm




RECENT DOGMA’I’IC THEOLOGY

Cmﬁmnng his series of dogmatic text-books under the general

4 Commentarius in Summom D. Thomae, the Rev. A. Ferland,

“§5., bas published the fourth volume, containing the treatises “De

-Deo Bno” and “De Deo Trine” (Grand Seminaire, Montreal, 1043).

“This commentary embraces the matter of the first 43 questions of the

Semm, Part 1. 'The outstanding features of Father Ferland’s work

#% deamess and brevity. While following in substance the. order
“‘&’Ihms, he does not hesitate to introduce certain modifications.

: mtﬁb’ﬁﬁﬂﬂmpmofsofGodsexxstenoeheconmdexsl'--'

:&“kaof the intuitive vision of the divine essence by the human

Rird (which the Angelic Doctor discusses in Q. 12), and only then -

s ofthe divine perfections (the subject of QQ. 3-11 in the Swmma).

8'of present-day ‘importance, such as the existence of God '

the:mal constitutive of the divine essence, are discussed in dev .

hi while other matters to which St. Thomas gave. consxdcmbie_j L

*entio but which are less important nowadays, such as the Book of
'ﬂlehappmessof(}od,mpassedover

e i ¥ i chis

2% in His Mmrwnmg decrees; here}eCtﬁ thcwnmiw
,Mty with Thomistic pnm:tples he holds that pxbé&ﬂtmatm



