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ing of the Redeemer. The Great Antiphous, which almost ooi
with the feast of Qur JLady's Expectation and its octave, capress
the longing of the people of God for the Mes Such shoukl he
the attitude of the priest, officially depined to poay i the name
of the Church, As he repeats those beawtiind invocations: "0
Wisdom . .. O Sun of justice . . . ) Kisg ui @
andk teach v . . cong and redecn us L Ly now no mere,”

NS . Lo

his heast should be stirred to its depths with the desire to bring
salvation W the world of today which is beset with sin asd msthappi-
tess just as mach as ehe world fang whicli Cheist was borst, iy
the truth amd the grace of Jesus Chirise can remwrdy e s !
tions that oppress mankind today @ Lut uniurtiadedy there are se
many who will not toru to Christ, helieving i their pride that they
can solve the problems that harrass the fumum race. lecse 1
iis deplorable situation the pricst wusl strive afl the wore zeal-
ausly to bring light aad healing and comfore te those who ae e
victtms of ignorance and sin and miscre. Fach Christogs, o the
soud of every priest, privileged to raise the Imima ¢ Hoat alaf:
thrice, come divine graces in rich abundancee, 1t shouli be bis fund-
est wish to be the instrument of sinvitae divine graces for all thise
who are committed to his priestly soliciturle, This e will he coabled
1o do most effectively if he endeavors ta imitate the faith am the
love of Mary in her expectation of the Bivth of her Divine Son.

fravcrs Jo Connere, CSSR.

The Catholic University of America
Washington, D, C.

CONGREGATIONAL SING: NG

We ... exhort vou, Venerable Brethren, to prosmote with care con-
gregational singing, and to sve o its accurate execution witk afl due
dignity, since it ensily stirs up and arenses the futh and piety af e
gatherings of the faithfol. Let the full haymenions singime of onr
people rise to heaven like the horsting ol o thmderous sen and let
them testify by the melody of their somg e the umity of their hearts
aned minads, s becomes hrothers amt the childeen of the s;une Father.

--Pope Pins XH o Maodietor el Nov, 2y, (047
(NCWE traoslaling, o 630,




CATHOLIC ORIENTATIONS ON CIIURCH

AND STATE

by now el awdre of cerlain new

Readers of this fevicae
“orientations in contemiporary Cathoiic henght on Chweh and
alent anwig thise whao are intent apoa 2 major revision
hing e the suliject Lo support its

state,” pre
of the older and stricter te
position, this school of thotght on Chureh-state veladons, reguires
il agisterially - an wwlrd

ALTLEAY
ny viciods Ly a kind of conp d'ftat,

and endeavors e Impose-
sotwon of the siate (1las ~ee
as it were ), From the tane of the polemic in belalf of such views
ancl i pavticudar the afore-

sion that tlies
atate, are cndarsed by the ablest madern

one conld get the jimg:
sakl conceptiom of 1he
Catholic experts in the sociclogical and ather pertinent Aclds, and
van even claim a basis 1 the teachimgs of the mince recent Popues.
It may therefore prove
st anthioritative trentinents of questions redevant to the pres
controversy. by an internatimmally rennwned expert in the social
sciences and i socia-palitical philosophiy, ooe, moreover, whose
knewledze of papal teachings and whose sensitivity 1o their Raest

enlightening o review e of the atest and

nuances are undisputed.

This authority s Fr. Oswald von Nel-Breuning, 5.7, one of the
editors? of, and chief contributor to, the new lexteon, Beitraye sn
cinem 11 drierpnch der Politib, now in coutse of publication.? As to.
this work, its title imdicates and its publisher and editors modestly
averw that it is but a preparation for some hitnre conprehensive en-
wces and socio-pohlitical phitosophy. In

cyclopedia of the social =
the judgment of competent revicwers, however, the Beitrdge thus
iar published already constitates an iriposing work and realizes the

uces, of achweving a lexi-

i, stated in pulfisher's and editorial pr
von which would e sctentificaliy ap o date ad fathinily responsive

wirh U, FEermann Sacher, him-

1 He shares 1he main editorial hurden
eattion

self cditts of tbe fourth aond ARL mlitions of the celchiate] 59
wl the Gnercespasellsciaft,

RS re-im-Broo Herder, 197 . The llowing pacis (25¢fter have
appeared w0 date s L "Christi Teadh? an Sacieny™ ¢1947v: [ “Christian
Teaching on the State” (P48 11, “The Noaa! Question™ (1048) 0 TV,
“ihe Eeonemic Order™ (304030 Vi Wuoman™ 1195302 0V, “Systens ut
Social Order.” Fas A-L (1951,
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¢s of the DPopes, pasi and preseat

to the teachings and directi
All in all, this new publication provides further reason w rejoice
that the “Verlag Ilerder” has been alle to carry on despire the
ravages of World War 17, and to saluge it on its 13h aneiversary’
Our juterest lies with Fr. v. Nell-Hreuning's teaclings @
course of Parts 1, I, 111, and V1, fusofar as they Dear on ¢
issues of the current Churcli-state discussion, Frem (he {ofiowng
outfine of some of these teachings, the reader may lie able to glean
that the Church-state “‘vrientations' ol the [earned German Jesuit
are not those of the new school, thar he uphoiis the alder docteine
on the subject, be it as to the concept of the stare, be it as o the
ctention that, fer se, the state should be a “Catholie stale.” Twa
rubrics suffice to guide our review: “The Staue” and “The Lay
State.”

13

THE STate

What is the state? We have heard an avswer fram the new
school. Its tenor is that one may no longer, with schofastic writers,
define the state as societas naturalis, perfecta, completa,? as sociefas
civilis (— poiitica) perfecta,? or with them idensily the state with

3 See, for example, Heinrich Rotmmen’s cxtensive review in 1 heofagic

Studies, XTI (1950}, 652-58, on Parts I-IV. A brief 2ppraisal hy E. Weitr.

O.P., Herders Sozialkatechismus (Fretburg-im-Br. o Herder, 1950 #3, L
308, describes the work as an excellent achievement, distuguished by deen
and comprehensive knowledge both of fundamental principles and of modern i
conditions, views, and tendencies; hy great familizrity with ¢he Clristian g
teaching on society, especially with the encyclicals and other uttecances of
the Popes; by a courageous tackling of all, including the dificuit and
delicate, yuestions of the day.

% In this connection it is fitting to mention the richly jnformative anni-
versary-supplement of the #Herder-Kerrespondenz: b Beibeft, £ Jahcgaog.
Sept. 1951,

5 A “natural” secicty—one springing from hiroan aature; “perfect’-—le.,
self-sufficicnt and independest in itz own order, possessing in and by irself
all the resources and means oeadful for its awn ek “complete”—ic, having
an eud complete and supreme i its owa order. For fuller expiznatiou, sce
the manuats of Ethics, Public Church Law, Ecclestulogy, ote. Not infre-
quenrly, “complete” is omitted from the dehnition, in which case “perfect”
docs douhle duty.

8 (L J. Giaenechea, S.J., Principia turs pofitici, 2 vols. { Rome: Geegorian
University, 1938-39), [. 20 f.; cf. also 131 A.
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the bady pulitic, politicul societv. Por, it is matolained, VIR NS
distinguish—and  the distivcton s loag over due o Caitu:lic
manuals—the state fraom the hodye palitic: the stafe s vather Ui
particular sabsidiary functional orgasization of the holv paliniv,
whose special functinn regzids the good of the whoie “a sel of
institutions combined fnto a comples ageney of savisl contral and
public service,” "u rativmal foree cployel by 1he hody polite in

the service of itself as a body. ...
wdding 1o the mind of at lexst some repre-
ol ¥ Wornd thev luve us vwderstand vy

Suchi is the srtate ace
sentatives of the new seli
the state shonbd have lieen thus conceived atl aloug, o is it that the

o

state has nndergone a change i its vy essence® The haport
this gunestion, the reason for askivg it, and perhaps itz answer, o
come to Jight in the next paragraphs, ss we begin nur study of 3170,
Y. Ncl]—]irt’.lmfng's l']muglll on the shale.

What is the stale, accarding to 17c. v, Nell-Direuning * Tt is im-
portant to nate that he himsclf insists on a more precisely forma-
latedt question: “Wha is the supro-teimporal essence of the state ™
—~as distinct from: “What is the character of {say) the niodern
state 7" For, as he points nut.'? the idiva of the state, the state in the
purity and perfection of its idea, and the actud reafity of states,
these are two things not to be confused, The idea of the state trans-
cends time and place, is (ubjectively) everywhere and always one
and the same it can he known ware distinetly and clearly, ov it can
he misconstrued and distorted, but it itsetf is immune to change,
So long as hutnan nature remains one and the same, the “natural”
societies, family and state, remaim in their essence une and the
samc; the varied cancrete states known to history and 10 the pres
ent are hut more nr less imperfect expressions of the one and
unalterable idea of the state. Qur zuthor brings out the same point
elsewhere, as when he declires that according to Christian social

7 Wlence it is pow forbidkden to speak. as reputable anthars have spaken,
and there is a further reasorn

nf the state as the "body pwlitic of a peap?
for the prohibition—in the new schonl the “body politic' and the "people”

are onc and tiw same thing.

ACE AER, CXXIV, 5§ (May, 19510, 33, nate G: 341, nate 11 344, note
14; see also America, LXXXV, 11 (oo 16, 1951), 294, Presently we shall
meet similar ideas in the thought i a Eucopean learler of the new scliool.

NCE BW P, I, 3 (== Beitrige . ., | {{cft, 11, col. 3).

1 7hid., col. 10, under the ruhric, "Staatsidee wd Staatswirklichkeit.”
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philosophy e state has its foundation in luman n.ml . whene
its essence and essential meaning and purpose are wi freme
arbitrary human decision, !

idra

Such emphasis oo ats inmutable essence of the sute s wng
opportuuc and welcome. It is clear that Fr. . Nelt-lireuning woeld
not hold with Cavon Jacques Feclereq, a Furopean leader ut tie
new school (his thauglic on Churei staie proflous has nat b
3 : it seems? the T

without infimence i the U8 A0y,
snciofogist 1 of the foliowing mind:

s thevewith alsoo
the meclivval state

The modesn state s sometlhang es
ceptually—different ivom the ancient
thut of the 17th centurv. ...
philosophical categortes, thit s, they stand 10 the streinn ot tune, ral in

sovtelogical, ot

the warld of jdeas? . .,

at enth

unly

The trinstorouition the stite g our day does
the constitution, the forms of government. the measure of state e
hole, it velation 1o (e
clizagad. The

vention. The role of the state 15 society as o
citicens, and to the other societies they constitnte, has
essence of the stale has become finid (Das [Hesen dos Staares ot in
Fluss geraten), and therefure the concept of the state clussic in Cathalic
phitosophy is, along with all the conclusions one driws thevefron, 1
tonper pertinent (rifft aiccht wmehr ins Schavarzey, ... The stte is
evolving more and more into an instistian For teclinical services, atd
. Herce,

state office-hodders are beconing  technical  Tane
under prezent condetions, and abave all mnder those of the faresecable

Nell-Breuning's
disregavd oo the

UAHRP, 1, 49 Worth remackiog, prehaps, s Frooy re-
peated use of Vessence of he state” which shiws a ¢
possibility that some might fiul this ur related expressions glib, and terding
to connate a tramsference of the state inte the wrder of subslan

12y Jaeques leclerco, "o State di deman.'” i the badian periodical
Humanitas, 1930, F, 38-67. The present writer has nol seen the artid i
hot s relying on rthe extensive ahsoract ;.,n e the nusiped arne
tretht die Lntwicklmg des maderaen Stames 27 {order-Rareespo

n

10 (July, 19500, 409 . The fatter . kit
es einen Wesenshep i vam Staat » . sy of :hc
Hupenitas article ith ectsiznal nees o <lslingui l A

stadwart of the new sehuol, Tus sherspiit with s
it sevaral ing o i the ff

have repurted the views of the rew selaon] with oy
since the same sympaihy s eqoally shyions v the article o
izl rettecti: :

Tasines L

el prsdi

may reasenably suppose that the latter 35 o 1
iy arucle.




ORIENTATIONS OK CHURCH AND STATE 400

future, the state is no longer what the Schalastics viewed it to be, the
highest and most thorough (smfensivstc, ie., complete) nafural com-
munity, the socictas compicta, it is, instead, pre-eminentiy a technical
apparatus, used by & wmultitude of huwman individuats and comunities,

societies, to reatize their ends. .. .1t

Worth pointing out here are the different ways i whicl the above
aonl. For one thing, if the
- ta 1the

views can be exploited by the new
state is subject to change in its very
older and conservative teaching, there can be ne perenoialty valid
fortnulation of what, per ve, should be the relations between Chuarch

ssence. thew, conts:

and state

Then further, if this “coup d'ftat” of “the-state-is- (purcely ) -a-
sociotogical-not-philosophical-category”™ cannot be brought off, or
if it seems toa bold, all is not yet lost. For, the overthrow of the
traditional teaching on Church-siate redations can still he attempted
by vet another “coup d’état.’” One can, nanely, take the line that,
anyway, the state is (whether it was always this, or whether it just
got that way, these questinns can he left ap in the air’?) an institu-
tion for lechuical servives, a technical apparatus (or, if you will, a
“subsidiary functional organization of the body politic ... ,” “a set
of institutions combined into a complex agency of social control
and public service™). For, if this is the state, purely a technical
apparatus, then obviously it is not within the competence of the
state to choose herween the churches, or to support the truth and
moral values—to jrdge as to these things no more betongs to the
state than it does to any other technical administration or adwinis-
trative apparatus, T'o be sure, the state wonld, in a sense, nwe some
measure of material assistance to that which is the true Clurch:
not, however, becanse it is the true Church (for of this the slate
“knows nothing’'), but rather and simply because its members.

13 Herder-Korrespondenz, IV, 10 (July. 1950), 467, under the rubric:
“Wandel des Staatshegrifls notwendrg.”

4 Compare the article jost cited, p. 467,

35 This much, at any vate, seens clear from AER, CXXIV, 3 (May,
1951}, 330, note 6: We are to take it that the state-not-body-pelitte-but-sct-
of-institutions was a fact in the days of Leo X111 For the note ends with
the reflection that it was not siccessary for the Fope, it his atgument with
Continental Liberalism, 10 observe this nicety of political vocabulary,
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coustitute a notable group of citizens whu, as sueh, have soe
claim upon the servives of the teclnical appavatus, the stake, -
ward the realization ol 1heir ends. At for the saue ceasen, e

state would owe similar wssistance te the religiens scictivs a othe
citizens.t®

Thus, in one way or the other, do the now 3 ews as o the ot
ela, bisvever, s

conie 1o the rescue of the vew schoot. Undortun
views find 1o confirmiation in the teaching of Ir. v, Nell-Breniy.
g ws @ supricten-

For hiny, as has been seen, there is sach a1t

=3
porai, immutable, essence of the state, Ad, s we now gome Lo say, |
when be undertakes (o deline it, when he sceks 10 formulate the |

state in the purity and perfection of its idea. be seizes npoe the
Scholastic definition of old, "as apposite as it is concise”; soclela
naturalis, perfectn, compictal?

His appended explaration of the delinition niLy b pitased aver,
gince it accords with the usual one of (e Schalastics s Ba, before

we move on to other matters, one remark sitt not be amiss. Secing
that here and elsewhere it is “the siate™ that T'v. v. Nell-Breuning
terms a natural sociely, one deriving it husnan nature and there-
fore from God, the author of hurwan mature, we may conclude that
he would greet the assertion, “the state is a creature of God" asa

16 Compare Herder-Korrcspodenz, |V, Y (Joly, 19500, 467
T BWP, 11, 4; this definilion recurs again and agwin, as in 2149, 1,4, 3.
In this dernition of the state owr author is faithful te the language of the

Fapes, whoe still refer to “the state” in terms of “a pecicet socicty—and
ssicdered (o have been |

this on oceasions when they niay reasonably
observing “the micctics of political vocabulary,” Thus, for example. Pop
Pius X1{, in his Allocutions ta the Rueman Kata, Qut. 2, 1944, and Q. 24 i
1047 1 A48, XXXV (1944}, 289 (“Fra Chivsa e Staws, cone rilevaaeno
»ali Cristo, sebbene ambelus

nella menzionata Encichica su) Corpo s
stano nel pieno signhilicaty slella parola socieldl pectette. vi & tuttavia wna
profonda differenza’) ; AAS, XXXIN (19471, 494 ("Chi vaiesse inteadere
tizile $UCCtd per-

cost [a retta dotteing che L Chivsa o for Stiato suzo iloe
fette, andrebbe errato™).

¥ The reader may, however, weleome his hwid explanatioo of what s
wmeant when it is satd that the state is & “natural’ socicty - “oome e which
an inescapable need of their uature impels men, so thar, theagh the estab-
fishtnent of these ar those states, with this or that form, is leit {o their free
decision, men are not free as to whether to live or not to Hve o a stale at all.”
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LUV sCTh Coabarere !

a2

voand of soli-

After applying the social principles of sabstitiaeit
darity to the society which is the atue ™ Frove Neli-Brenning then
deals with a topic ol ape
state,® Ag nmst be vealized by nw
as does the new sehiool- —with " set el dhs
O the other Land, ke does not deny that the
aspect, institution or “yet of Detitetom:s T ds heped
lowing sununary will nos do mpustice Gl dio
S B T

Ll ainsbic aapect of 1he

intersy:

S PR CTTERTIUN & T

riems" aml the

ceder
at the

" s ob
i this o

i,

: ~ hern -
I aned easentindly

Up to the present stuge, our atitlor s
sidered chielly as (that whiclo it is sl .
society or conuuumily of persong, There is, however, sciciher aspest
to the state. "Fhe state exhibivs a double nupoct, fasnfies as overy
state is both “Dersonengemeinsch conanity af Persous, inud
“Anstalt,” mstitution ; two sides of vie wind 1he smne stale.
stre, 1ro vl Nell-
v

1

Refore discussing the latter aspest of th
Breuning frst enlarges on the stale as can
So considered, the state again exhibils a bwodaid aspect, insofar as

wniby o persons,

18 CE J. Gienechea, wp. cit, 1, 617 H. Rummen. “The Slaie i Cotinelic
Thought,”" St. Louis: Herder, 1945, p. 396,

20 The assertion bhecomes, of a
the magic of the new schoud's dist
what amounts to the same thing, by the vew school's migisterial reser
of the term "state” for “a set of Tustitetions'”; wnd aftec this scholarly leger-
demain has thes transiormed the state o an abstract entity, the challenge
can then b issued: ™. . in what sense are the nstitutions of the Prese-
dency, the Congress, and the Sppreme Court 'crestures of God'?” CE A4ER,
CXXIV, 3 (May, 1951), 330, naie 6, last pucagraph, and S, note 34

21 The resounding plhrase, “resouwmling generality,” is by now a famiiiar
one jn literature of the vew schiool. 1t has been appiterl, for qance. to the
dictum that “Error has an rights; oo X111 aml Pies NX1L it would then
appear, idulged in “resoundiug geacradite

RBWP, 1L, 4-7. SR, 1L, 710

24 also J. Messuer, Sociol Ethies (wranslated irom the Goerman by T
Dohesty ). St Lovis: Heeder, 1949, 5. 492

23 As hie emphasizes olsewlhere, BI07#2, [, 15,

24 Understond, of course, not as o eeilectziom of worelated iwlividaeals, but
as coalescing from the maniiold soc and cowsmuniiies within the state,
in such wise, however, that the individual persous are oonethelvss mmedi-
ately members of the state, HW P, 11, 7.

sounding  gencrality’” by
politic and stete, vr,
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tien agan. “Hers-

it 13, first of all, a “Genossenschaltsverband
rs itsell to us

schaftsverband.” In the fiest instance, the state prese
as a ution of free selves, a fellowship of frecly cojiaburating per-
sons, coextensive with all the members ul the stule, These are the
bearers of the life of the state: they stand responsibie for eadh
other and for the whole; it 1s m their free and responsible co-
uperativn jn the connnon dasks that the genwine life of 2 state con-
sists, This side of the state Huds expression in the concionsness:
"We are the state.,” But the state (s also a “Herrschaitsverhand,”
which wighes to convey that it is also a uuion of persons subject to
authority. For, since the slate is charged with establishing and
maintatning the juridical order, 1t maust and docs have anthority
and power to command, aud at need compel, the citizens ;*7 whece
these, though they are the sole subjects or heavers of the life of the
stare, are nonetheiess at the same time ubjects nof the puwer of the
state, i.¢., “subjects,”—and this even in the nwst perfect demmeratic
state imaginable.

But while the state is first of all and essentinliv a conmumity of
persons. it also has its “institutional” side: it is “Anstalt.” Indeed,
says Fr. v, Neil-Breuning, the institutional aspect of the state has,
in madern times, taken on such proportions that it has almost
ohscured the state as a conruuaity of persons; so much o that, ac
mention of the word “stare," the majority think only of the imper-
sonal apparatus of the state, its offices. bureaas, mstitutions, rather
than of the fact: “We are the state.””

Throughout this section Fr. v. Nell-Breuning insists on the para-
mount importance of a proper balance between these various
aspects of the state: between the two aspects proper to the state as
a cormmuanity of persous, and again between the state considered as
a2 community of persons and the state considered as institution.
This importance he illustrates from the dotetnl lessous of the past®®
(he, too, 15 alert to (he affinnations of history). Trudeed, it s a
lesson of the quite recent past ( Natiimal Socialism) which inspires
his concfusion: “Maore forcefully than any socin- rr politico-philo-
sophical reflection does this experience make ir clear o us: com-
nunity of persons and institutionaliry—or in other words- —state

this cf.

27 Whenee the state is “Rechts-—uand Machtorganization™; on
also BWP, 11, 23,
M CEL also BH/P, V1, 210, £
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stalt) are an indissofuble wuity, form the one and indivisible staie.”

Much else in Fr. v, Nell-Dreuning's teaching on the state
clamors for mention here, as c.g. his remliness to view the state as
a “moral person.”# By now, however, enough has been said to

show that, when this wadern authority fafss about the state, he s
content to usc the teris which have long been in honor in Catholic
crcles, and which are emploved by the conservative schonl of
thought on Church-state reiazions. iU remains [or us to suggust,
briefly, that his accord with the Luoter schoo? extends even further,
o the very subject of Clureh-stite relutioms,

T Toay Srvars

In his review of Parts [TV af (e Sedrdge, D Rommen re-
marked upon the absence of any tradment of the mpic of relutions
hetween Chinrch aned state, and expressed the hope (hat a luter con-
tribution would cover the subject. There are, lowever, in thnse
first portions of the lexicon, many passages, in a variety of con-
texts, which already reveal mwuch of Fr. v, Nell-Breaning's thought
on Church-state relations ;3 and, i any case, the article desiced
by Dr. Rominen appears to be now at hand, in the most recently

published (1951) portion of the fleitrdye. wherein Fr. v, Nell-
Breuning treats of “Laicism.”™' What interests us nwst 5 his
position on the question of the “Catholic” state, The following sum-

mary will show him to hold that, per se. the state should be a
“Catholic"" state, i.e., should, for eximnple, acknowledge the Catho-
lic Church to he what it claims to he and is. the Chorch established
hy Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

This couviction of his is already insinnated in Lis discussion of
the “Christian State,"2 where, anmng other tlongs, lie endeavors
to determine the notion of a teuly "Cathndic” state (Lathalischer
Glanbenssteat), This, our authov says, is one whose citizens profess
the Cathobic faith, and whose entire activity has as its norm the
mora! values praper to the Catholic faith and Catholic philosoply

2 Cf WP, TE 25-26.
30 Cr., e.g., the various materials i the course of 81077 112 19: 11, 17.25,

121-26; 111, 8-11, 182-83.
M MLawzismus.” BWE, Vi1, 189-98.
@ RWe, 11, 20-21
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of

. acknowledging the truth of the Church's olw
2 tewching anand

a state wlhac!

divine origin and mission, accepts the Chur

mterpretation of the nwdural moral Jaw (eg. 2s vegards fae jadis
sotubility of marriage, the unborn child's righi ta Tile. elej @ a stite

the

which when its widertakiogs and mstioutions regaire
tions of religion, e g.. for the spivitral welfare of convicts, seeks

these from the Cathobic Chiareh @3

aid 1hat the Cithalie religics

Al this is whiat is meant when it is

is the “religion of the state.”’ \Wiwre the wderlving suppasi 5

not vertied, where the manbers of the sate awe nat trds

anited in the Catholic fanl, ien, Fr, v, Nell-Brcuning agrees, @

“Cuiholic” sate s impossible, and the declaration of 1he Cat
rehigion as the religion of the state can then mcn iw nure then
this, that the Catholic religion is to enjoy the prozectinn of the sate

and a more or less privileged position.

oes ¥r. v, Nells-Breuning hold that, per se. it is o matter of
retigious obligation that the stute be traly o “Cathwiic” stage. in the
sense deseribed above ? 1 Lis ind on this point is not already
evident enough from the forcgoing, it is unmistakably revealed in
the course of his article on “Taicsm."#* There he cones to discuss
the distinction urged by some French Catholics and others, hetween !
the "état laque” and the “éat Taiciste.”” The former, which way be |
|

1

ternied the "lay state’—in opposition to the “faicist state,” is de-
fended by these Catholics as compatible with, and even reguiced
by, Catholic principles on Charch e state, especiaily as laid
down by Teo XTIT.

Fr. v. Nell-Breuning finds nothing false in the doctrine of 4 “lay
state” insofar as it wishes to be an affirmation of the distinction
between Church and state, and of the state’s aulonomy in its own !
sphere—-far this is pure Leonine doctrine. But. we are alzo given t¢
understand, it is not the lconine share of Leonine doctrine. The
theury of the “luy state” comtains “only halr of the Catholic teach-
ing on Church-state relations, as developed by Fen NI and so,
hy s inattention to the other and at least ciafly imnestant hail,

WA also JIWP, IT, 19, where it is remarked that, fur ils exereise o
divine worship, the s1ate s dependent on the Church.
3+ BWP, V71, 180-98
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ORIENTATIONS ON CMLRUE

it is always in danger of desceoerating
gliding over into the laicisg of the laicis: stite)

This other half of the ieachi ol Tea X111, overlinded Dy thee
theory of the “lay mate]” and releciod o theary or in praciice Tiv
the “laicist siate,”’ is tien shelehe:? e Erlov, Nell-Hrea
the following Hines. Just as the individaal g heing, #0 for is U
state bound by God’s mcret Liw o ihe Cleaeh 32 the divinelye ap-
painted teacher anrl fnterprerer of shia aeaal Lew, whose 1ea
and interpretations thevenf are, thereivre, hingding o everyanie.
meluding 1he state—and, indecd, mn principle and without excep-
tion, every state. Jnst as the mdividual fusrn heing, so ton i e
state, in the Anal analyais, prssessed nio supernadural last e
Whether the stite kniws af and aeioie hedoes this, it inciusion in
the supernuural order, does not ey e nbjectiv
than the inculpahle or culpabie wbelicf of the nelividoal Branao
changes anything in his supesnatoral desiizatiozn, Fnally, notwith.
standing the clean-cut distivetion hetween Chureh and state, they
1 orhier, Since, i the Ainal analysis,

ife a hati-inabe sl of

1. alongs

¢ oRer, auy mete

have manifold relations witl e
there is only ore jast end, to be served by the Church immeediately
and by the stale mediately, it is incumbent gpon the two to promote
and assist each other. in view of the fact that they have, ultimately,
a common last end. The Chureh kneara that it has a responsibility
for the well-heing of the stale, a respoasibility to be discharged by
assistance, tiot by interfevence ; at the senie time, the Chuarche alse
kaows that its own well-heing is i respensibility of the state, ™
Guided hy this papal teaching, I“r. v. Nell-Breuning takes Tis
stand with the conservative school of thoughr on Church-state

refations when, speaking on principle, he says: “That state alone
does justice to the Church, which recognizes and acknowledges the
Church for what it is, the foundatien of fesus Christ, the Son of
God: but soch a stare would he @ Caihnlic stave {katholischer

Glawhensstaat) .’

Or sketehy review of Fro vo Nel-Bramng's  thought nn
Chnrch: state refations ends here. By reporting the teaching of this
crament autharity on the Sl)hjcct, 1he review was imndended 1o B
grest that an uncritical acceptance of the newer theorics, as though

A5 fhid,, 194,
M fhid,, 194-195,

A7 1bid., 193,




IASTICAL REVIEW

416 THE AMERICAN ECC

the older thesis were quite obsolete and almdoued, would he
precipitate and inwise. The conservative teaching is still very much
alive, and is being ably represented and defeuded by suci: olher
European authorities as I'r. A, Messineo, 5.1 ~(r-'iu|c;§>iu:11 expert
on the staff of the Roman Jesuit argan. fa €
by [y, I Guerrero, 8.1, editor of the Spanish fos
Foson v Fe While the snention of these Ty
writers on Church and state may strike a nem
where in the new school, we vefer to then in the beliel that there

Fhl Cattodica ® and)

ni publivation,

atad

aluic pen

are others who can read Latins swithout tears.
Cieore AV Snes

fuinacntate Conception Sevdnary
Darfington, N, 1.

4 0Of s several articles in the course of 1930 and 1he les hajd of 981
we menseon but 1wo: “Democrazia ¢ liberti religiosa,” Ciita Catéelice.
CIL, Vol TF {April 20, 1931), 126-37: "Democrazia e faivismo delio Stato”
Lo Cimilta Catrofiea, CII, Vol 11 (June 16, 1951), 583 96.

A8 Again we mention but two of many articles: "“Tas Conversacionss Cako-
{icas de San Schastian,” Kuzdn v Fr, December, 1949, pp. o‘)B $18 (sew uspe-
cially pp. 412-16); "E] EHstada [aico ¢wmao idea) cristiann” Resdn » Fr.

November, 1956, pp, 341-54.

THE PREACIING OF Sacsed SCunviukk

et priests, therefore, who are bound by their ofiice to procuse
the eternal saivation of the faithful, after they have thetselves by diti-
gent study perused the sacred pages and made them their own by praver
and weditations, assiduously distribute the heavenly trensures of the
divine ward by sermons. howilies and exhortarions; let them confirn the
Christian doctrine by sentences Fraan the Sacred Books and illustoare
it by vutstanding exanples Mrony sacrel history and o pacticubr from
the Gospel of Christ Our Lord; iuul—avoiding with the greatest eare
those putely arbitrarvy and far-ferched adaptziions, which are not a
use hat rather an abuse of the divine word—Iet thewy set forth éi ¢hes
with such cloguence, lucidity ol clearness that rthe faithful ney nor
ouly he moved and infamied ta reform theic lives, hul may alse conceive
in their heacts the greatest veneration for the Sacred Scripture.

w1ope Pius XIf in Dizine affents Spirite, Sept. 30, 1943 (Ronte and
the Study of Scripture |St. Mcinrad, Gad. 1946, pp. 162 €.
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' FROLONGED FASTING AND THERESA NEUMANN

The recent book by Miss ITiida Graef,! wrguing atrongly against
the supernatural character of "“the ca-e of Theresa Neumann.”
evoked widespread and Lvely comment. Some ol the comment i
beent sharply opposcd to Miss Gract's conclosions; nure of it
been in general agrecment with her outlook, Wlhile i nuigiit seent
that the case has, for the iime hetng, reacheil 2 stage where notling
can be seitledd merely by further discussion, there is at feast one
point that does merit consideralion. Not onfv 32 1t i many respecis,
the erucial point in the particulas case of Theresa Newmann: it is
also a pomnt which is of wirler interese tha lier particnlar case and
has more than a little apodopeticad significance. 1t is the ruestion of
proflonged complete fasting, sometines technically called inedin.
st Nemnann

As is generally wel! knnwn, il is chaiined of The
that she has heen lving for years without eating o drinking. More
since August, 1926, she has taken no

exactly the claim is thal
nourishment of any kind, excepting onty Holy Communion. From
August, 1926, to September, 1927, she took o Liguid other than a
few drops of water after Conununion to help her swaitow the host,
and since Sepiember, 1927, she js suid to have taken ao water or
liquid at af?.

Questioning the sepernatural character of Theresa's fast, Miss
Graef proposes 1wo main alternatives. The Rest is that the fast is
not even a reality. In defending this possibility, Miss Graef con-
teads that it would not necessarily involve deliberate frand om
Theresa’s part, that Theresa might he taking sntie aourishment
while in a somnambulant state and therefore without herself being
aware of it.? Miss Graef does nevertheloss gunte, presumably with
approval, the opmion of another anthor that Theresa might be en-
gaging in deliberate, though well-intentioned, frauad, a “‘piras
fraud."s

The ather main alicrnative proposed by
Theresa’s fast, even llmugh real, is nnt heyqn-’f the powers nf

Miss Graef s that

Vi he Case of Therese Neoumann ( Westiminster, Marviand . The Nesomay

Press, T931).
2 fidd., p. 81, S fbid., pp. 63 1.
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