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PREFACE

The an noun cem en t of som e n ew hon or  to 

be paid  to the Blessed  Mother of God, of som e 

n ew jewel to be added  to her  already brillian t  

crown , sen ds a th rill of joy th rough the hear t 

of every true ch ild  of H oly Church . For every 

gen uin e Catholic regards Mary as in deed h is 

Mother—h is sp ir itual Mother , to be sure, that  

is, in  the order of grace,—but n on e the less, 

as, in a very true sen se, holdin g towards h im  

the place of a m other , an d fu lfillin g in h is 

regard the functions of the tenderest of 

m others.

It  is quite n atural then  for  us to experien ce 

a  sen se of exh ilaration  at  the prospect of see­

in g a n ew t itle added to the m an y, which , 

glor ious as they are, do n ot, an d cann ot ex­

press to the fu ll all that we conceive con cern ­

in g Mary, an d the part that she has had , an d  

ever will have, in the all-im portan t affair of 

our  salvation .

For a score of years an d m ore, the devout  

clien ts of our Blessed Lady in  France, in  Bel­

gium , and elsewhere, have been m ost active

7
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in  their en deavors to brin g hom e to the m ass 

of the faith fu l the realization  of all that Mary 

is to them . There has been n o en d to ar ticles  

which  have appeared  in  Catholic publication s, 

settin g for th  from  var ious poin ts of view her  

sp iritual m otherhood , an d  n um erous an d bril­

lian t Marian con gresses have been held at  

Rom e, at Fribourg, an d n otably at Folgoat, 

an d in other towns of Brittan y, in which the 

whole question of Mary’s m ediation in the 

m atter  of grace has been  carefu lly an d  loving­

ly stud ied .

Recen tly, a very im portan t step was taken  

by the H oly Father in the appoin tm en t of a  

special com m ission of theologians, with th ree  

bran ches, on e to sit at Rom e, an other in Bel­

gium , an d a th ird in Spain , whose duty it  

should be to exam in e the question m aturely 

an d  from  every an gle, an d  to give their  verd ict  

as to whether or n ot the universal m ediation  

of Our Lady is capable of bein g defined as a  

dogm a of faith .

The concession by the H oly See of the 

Mass an d Office of Our Lady, Mediatr ix of 

all Graces, to cer tain Bishops an d com m un i­

t ies who have asked  for  them , m ay at least be  

taken as a happy presage of what the fin al 

decision  of the Church  will be. While await­

in g it , the faith fu l who arden tly desire to see 

so precious a jewel added to Mary’s crown , 

m ay dispose them selves for that con soling 

even t, an d m ay even hasten its com ing, by 

their earn est effor ts to appreciate m ore an d  

m ore fu lly the exact bear ings of a doctr ine, 

which they have all alon g un doubted ly be­

lieved , but of which  they have n ot always per­

haps caugh t the fu ll im port.

It will be the writer’s aim  in  the followin g 

pages to set for th as clear ly as m ay be the 

trad it ion al view of the Catholic Church with  

regard to Mary’s place in  the plan  of the Re­

dem ption , an d to poin t out the im plication s, 

in such a way as to show that we are here 

face to face with n o m ere pious opin ion , but  

with a tru th that belongs to the deposit of 

divin e revelation .

The ch ief source upon  which  he has drawn  

for the though ts em bodied in the presen t  

treatise is the excellen t litt le work of Father  

J . V. Bainvel, S. J ., Professor at the Catholic 

In stitu te of Paris, en titled , “Marie, Mere de 

Grace,” to which is prefixed a n oteworthy 

con tr ibu tion on the subject by Father R. M. 

de la Broise, S. J ., together with an In troduc­

t ion by the em in ent theologian , Card in al 

Louis Billot, S. J .
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An other source of which he has freely 

availed  h im self is Part Π  of Father  J . B. Ter ­

r ien , S. J .’s “La  Mere de Dieu  et  des  H om m es,” 

a  tru ly epoch-m akin g work, to which  Fr. Bain -  

vel h im self frequen tly refers.

Lastly, the writer  has had  m uch  assistance 

from  an  able disqu isit ion , en tit led “La Madre 

di Dio, Un iversale Mediatr ice di Grazia,” 

which  appeared  in  the Civiltà Cattolica for  the 

3rd  an d 17th  May, 1924.

St. Francia Xavier's College,
New York City

Feast of the Annunciation, 
1926



CH APTER I

MARY A NEW AND BETTER EVE

There is perhaps n oth in g in all trad it ion  

that is m ore fu lly attested than Mary’s claim  

to be regarded as a second an d m ore blessed  

Eve. We have in  favor  of th is con solin g doc­

tr ine the concordan t testim on y of the Fathers  

of the Church , an d in  par ticu lar of those who  

approached n earest to the Apostolic t im es, 

an d  who, while they represen t the m ost wide­

ly distan t divisions of Christen dom , speak but  

on e lan guage with regard to Mary’s posit ion  

in  the econ om y of the Redem ption .

Such are St. J ustin Martyr, an d St Ire­

n aeus, who belong to the close of the second  

cen tury of the Christian era, an d Tertu llian , 

who flourished in the first half of the th ird . 

In alm ost iden tical lan guage, they con trast  

the in credu lity an d disobedien ce of Eve, still 

a virgin , with the faith  an d obedience of the 

ever  Virgin  Mary. The form er , by hearken ing 

to the voice of the serpen t, brough t death to 

the hum an race  ; the latter , by receivin g with  

11
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en tire docility the word of God, con veyed to  

her  by the An gel Gabriel, becam e a source of 

salvation  to all m an kind . Mary, by her obedi­

en ce, shattered the chains, which had been  

forged  by the disobedien ce of Eve. What Eve 

had boun d by her in credu lity, Mary loosed  

by her  faith . Thus the hum an  race, which  had  

been  doom ed  to death  by a virgin , was saved  

by a Virgin , the obedien ce of the on e servin g 

as a coun terpoise to the disobedience of the 

other .

The sam e an tithesis between Eve an d  

Mary is put  forward  even  m ore plain ly, if pos­

sible, by the m ost illustrious Fathers of the 

Church of subsequen t ages, both in the east  

an d in  the west. “As death ,” says St. Cyril of 

J erusalem , “had com e th rough Eve, still a  

virgin , it was proper that life should com e  

again  th rough a  Virgin , or  rather  of a Virgin  ; 

an d because the serpen t had deceived the 

on e, it was but r igh t that Gabriel should bear  

the good  t id ings to the other .”

An d St. Epiphan ius says: “Eve becam e  

for  m an kin d  a  cause  of death , an d  it  is  th rough  

her that death cam e in to the world ; Mary 

was a prin ciple of life, because th rough her  

life has com e to us.”

An d still m ore str ikin gly St. J ohn Chrys­
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ostom : “A virgin , a bit of wood, an d death  

sym bolize our defeat. See n ow how these  

th ree th ings have becom e for  us a princip le of 

life. For  Eve there is Mary; for  the tree of the 

kn owledge of good an d evil there is the wood  

of the Cross; for the death of Adam  there is 

the death of Christ. Do you see the dem on  

prostrated by the very weapons which had  

ren dered h im  victor ious?”

The Fathers just quoted represen t the 

eastern Church : those of the west are also 

quite explicit. “Death th rough Eve, life 

th rough Mary,” writes St. J erom e, an d St. 

Augustin e expresses the faith of the Latin  

Church in alm ost the sam e words, while St  

Bernard , in glowin g language, draws out the 

con trast thus  :

“On e m an  an d on e wom an ,” he says, “did  

us grievous harm , but, thank God, all has been  

won derfu lly restored , an d even with  in terest, 

by on e Man an d on e Wom an . For  ‘n ot as the 

offen ce, so also the gift ’ : the greatness of the 

havoc don e does n ot equal the im m en sity of 

the ben efit . Eve was a cruel m ediatr ix, 

th rough whom  the old serpen t in fected m an  

h im self with  h is pestilen tial ven om ; but how 

faith fu l was Mary, who prepared  the an tidote  

of salvation for on e an d the other sex! The 
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form er was an in strum en t of seduction , the 

latter  of reconciliation  ; the on e in duced  to sin , 

the other brough t us our ransom .”

The iden tity of the language em ployed  by 

the Fathers of the Church , of every age an d  

of every clim e, in poin ting out the con trast  

between  the part played by Eve as an  in stru ­

m ent  of death  to the hum an  race, an d that of 

Mary as a source of Life, is clear proof that  

they are but witn esses of the faith of the un i­

versal Church . They are n ot propoun ding a  

doctr in e which they have fram ed for them ­

selves, but are han din g on faith fu lly that  

which has com e down to them from the  

ear liest t im es.

If Eve received  her  n am e after havin g by 

her sin brough t death  in to the world , it was  

on ly as prefigurin g Mary that she m erited to  

bear  it In  reality she was Mother of the dead, 

n ot Mother of the living, as her n am e would  

im ply. For they who were to trace their de­

scen t to her  even  to the en d of t im e were all 

doom ed to en ter th is world  un der  sen tence of 

death , the dupes an d  slaves of Satan . Eve had  

robbed them  of life, ere im partin g it to them .

But Mary, by her fidelity to her Maker, 

has deserved  to give to m ankin d a Redeem er , 

who by H is death  has destroyed  the reign of
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death , an d  has th rown  open  to us the gates of 

life ever lasting. Mary then  is our Mother  ; for  

it is to her , after J esus, that we are in debted  

for the supernatural life of grace, an d the 

hope of life etern al. But of th is in a later  

chapter .



CH APTER Π

MARY AND TH E FIRST GOOD TIDINGS

(Gen esis iii : 14,15)

The fall of m an  was the effect, as we all 

kn ow, of the m alice an d en vy of the devil, 

who sough t in  th is way to be reven ged upon  

the Creator  for  having cast  h im  out of heaven  

in  pun ishm en t of the rebellion , in to which h is  

pride had plunged h im  along with the other  

wicked an gels, the partn ers of h is guilt . H e  

could n ot directly attain the person of the 

Alm igh ty, an d  hen ce he sough t  to seduce from  

h is allegiance the head of a race, that was  

destin ed to fill the gaps left in the an gelic 

ranks by the apostasy of the rebel sp ir its.

But the wisdom  of God devised a m ean s 

of repairin g the dam age caused by H is astu te  

an d  m align an t foe, an d  n ot  con ten t  with  m ere­

ly coun teracting the evil don e, H e would at  

the sam e t im e utter ly hum ble the dem on ’s 

pride, an d show how fu tile were h is efforts  

to im pede the realization of the divin e pur ­

16
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pose. For  th is en d , God  took the schem e itself 

of the Evil On e, an d tu rned it back upon its 

in ven tor. The divin e plan , as sketched for  us 

in  barest outlin e in  the judgm en t passed upon  

Satan im m ediately after  the fall, is clear ly in  

the n ature of a reprisal. Of th is the open ing 

words, “Because thou hast don e th is,” leave 

n ot the sligh test doubt. To defeat an d  hum ili­

ate H is crafty foe, God will em ploy the very 

m eans which the lat ter m ade use of to m ar  

H is work. The wiles of Satan  have succeeded  

in bringin g ru in upon m an kin d , but at on ce 

God in terven es to save us from  despair , an d  

to raise us up to sen tim en ts of in vigorating 

hope. Not on ly does H e prom ise our com ­

plete restoration , but to fill our hearts with  

courage for the un equal struggle, which con ­

fron ts us, H e is pleased to show us the m ost  

cunn in g con tr ivan ces of the dem on tu rn ed  

in to in strum en ts of salvation , for  those whose 

destruction they were m eant to com pass.

If a  m an  has effected our  ru in , a Man  shall 

save us; if death reigns th roughout the race 

of Adam , life shall com e to us th rough  a scion  

of that race; if a tree has been our un doin g, 

a tree shall heal our woun ds; if death is the 

pun ishm ent of sin , death shall take away our  

guilt.
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But then the wom an had played a con ­

sp icuous part in the victory won by Satan  

over  the first m an. The serpen t had  cun nin gly 

em ployed her as a m ediatrix in  the execution  

of h is plan  to win  her husban d  to h is will. A 

m an  an d a wom an  had  both  taken  part in  the 

degradation  of our  race ; they m ust both have 

part in  its restoration . The two sexes had  con ­

tr ibuted each  its share toward bringin g dam ­

n ation upon  m ankin d  ; it was but fit tin g that  

God, who design ed to reconcile the world  

th rough a n ew Adam , should also predestin e  

a n ew Eve to be m ost closely associated with  

H im  in the work of our com m on reparation .

An d  how prom in en t the Wom an  is in  the 

divin e plan for the Redem ption of m ankind  ! 

“Because thou  hast don e th is, I will place en ­

m ities between  thee an d  the Wom an , between  

thy seed an d her Seed; she shall crush thy 

head , an d  thou  shalt  lie in  wait for  her  heel?’ 

The wom an had len t herself as a ready tool 

in the seduction of her husband . She had  

m ade herself an  ally of the Evil On e, an d  had  

form ed  an  un holy fr iendsh ip  with  h im . H en ce 

God, to un do the effects of her  disloyalty, an d  

to save the hum an  race which  she has doom ed, 

will raise up an other Wom an , an d will set  

un dyin g en m ity between  her  an d  the serpen t, 
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between her Offspr in g an d h is; she, th rough  

her Son , shall crush the serpen t’s head , an d  

the latter shall seek to fasten h is fan gs upon  

her  heel.

Even though we should read , “He shall 

crush  thy head ,” n ot “she,” which  is the read ­

in g of the Latin  Vulgate, it is as the Offsprin g 

of the Wom an, that the Redeem er of m an kin d  

is m en tioned  in  the consolin g prophecy.

Nor can it be doubted that the Wom an , 

who here appears as the m ortal en em y of the 

serpen t, is the Blessed Virgin  Mary. For  who  

but her Divin e Son was destin ed to crush the 

serpen t’s head , that is to say, to release m an ­

kin d from  the th raldom  of Satan , to break h is 

power , an d  to put an  en d  to the em pire of sin ? 

The doom pron oun ced again st the Evil On e 

is, at the sam e t im e, a clear an n oun cem en t of 

God ’s m ercifu l design  to save us from  the con ­

sequen ces of our first paren ts’ guilt , the ear li­

est prom ise of a  Redeem er  to com e.

Such  is  the constan t  teach ing of the Fathers  

of the Church , an d it is on the stren gth of 

their  un iform  in terpretation of the passage of 

the book of Gen esis, of which there is here 

question , that the doctr in al bull of Pope Pius 

IX, in  settin g forth the groun ds for our faith  

in  the Im m aculate Con ception of our Blessed  



2 0 Ou r  La d y  Me d i a t r i x  o f  Al l  Gr a c e s

Lady, declares that “in  th is divin e oracle the 

m ercifu l Redeem er  of the hum an  race, that is 

to say, Christ J esus, the On ly-begotten  Son  of 

God, was plainly and openly referred to, as 

was also H is m ost Blessed Mother , the Virgin  

Mary, an d that, at the sam e t im e, the en m ity 

of both towards Satan was str ikingly ex­

pressed .”

H ow is it possible, then , for Catholic com ­

m en tators, in  the face of such  a clear  declara­

t ion on the par t of the Church , to hold that , 

although Mary is in deed designated in the 

prophecy of Gen esis, she is so on ly in  the sp ir ­

itual or  m ystical sen se ; the wom an , accord in g 

to the literal m ean in g, bein g Eve, the type or  

figure of Mary? For  if Mary is alluded  to on ly 

in the m ystical sen se, then she is n ot desig­

n ated clearly and openly , as the Pope de­

clares, but on ly obscurely an d un der the veil 

of m ystery.

True, it m ay n ot have been given  to our  

first paren ts to salute in prophetic vision , 

an d in her own very features their glor ious  

daugh ter  who in  the distan t ages was to brin g 

forth  the Saviour  of the world , but  the Wom an  

of the prophecy was Mary, an d n o on e else  ; 

Mary, the Mother of the Redeem er , Mary in  



Ou r  La d y  Me d i a t r i x  o f  Al l  Gr a c e s 2 1

the literal, h istor ical an d im m ediate sen se of 

the words.

An d her sp iritual m otherhood is also 

clear ly apparen t from th is sam e passage of 

H oly Writ. For as the seed of the serpen t is 

a collective term , in clud ing all those descen d ­

an ts of the first m an  an d  wom an, who by their  

sin fu l lives bear with in  them  the traits of the 

Evil On e, so too the seed of the Wom an , al­

though  it prim arily refers to the Redeem er  of 

m an kin d , to whom  elsewhere in H oly Scrip ­

tu re the destruction of the em pire of the 

dem on is attr ibu ted , n evertheless, as a collec­

t ive term , an d  con trasted with  the seed  of the 

serpen t, seem s n ecessar ily to be un derstood , 

in  a  secondary sen se, of all who in  the course  

of ages will take their stand with Christ in  

H is ceaseless conflict with  the en em y of God.

They too are the sp ir itual offspr in g of the 

Wom an , as form in g with her Divin e Son on e 

m ystical body, of which  H e is the head . They 

too will experien ce the rage of Satan  un til the 

en d  of t im e, but  they too by their  supern atural 

un ion  with Christ, an d by the efficacy of H is 

grace com m unicated to them , will be forever  

associated with H im  in H is victory over the 

dem on an d all the assau lts of hell. They are 

on e with H im  as the objects of the sam e re-



—

2 2 Ou r  La d y Me d i a t r i x  o f  Al l  Gr a c e s

len tless hatred  on  the par t of the serpen t, an d  

they are on e with H im  in in flictin g upon the 

lat ter an overwhelm ing defeat. It follows  

then , that the Wom an who is the Mother of 

the Saviour  in  the physical order , is also their  

Mother  in  the supern atural an d  sp ir itual order , 

in  which  they are iden tified with  H im .



CH APTER Π Ι

MARY COOPERATRIX IN TH E  

REDEMPTION

It is n ot an  exclusive privilege of Mary to  

cooperate with God in  the salvation  of sou ls. 

The priests of H oly Church , in  the exercise of 

the m in istry to which they have been called , 

are constan tly labor in g for that en d , un itin g 

an d subord inating their activity to that of 

Christ, whose in stillm en ts they are, an d dis­

charging in H is n am e a sacred em bassy.

Nor does it detract in an y way from  the 

glory which belongs to the On ly-begotten Son  

of God, if, in the m ost divin e of all works, 

which is that of savin g sou ls, others without  

n um ber are adm itted  to som e par t an d share. 

For it rem ain s always true that their part is 

a dependen t on e, an d that whatever results 

they accom plish are ach ieved  on ly by the ap ­

plication  of the m erits of Christ th rough the 

chan n els appoin ted by Christ H im self. So, 

on  a wider  scale, God  im parts to all creatures  

a share in H is activity without in the least  

derogatin g from  H is own  glory, because what­

23
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ever the causality which H e concedes to  

created agen ts, H e h im self rem ain s the first  

an d un iversal Cause, on whom  all secon dary 

causes are absolu tely depen den t for  the power  

to act, as well as for the exercise of their  

activity.

But Mary surely has played , an d still con ­

t in ues to play, a m uch m ore im portan t an d  

essen tial part  in  the reconciliation  of m an kin d  

than  an y other, save on ly her  Divine Son . H ad  

she don e n o m ore for us than to give us our  

Redeem er , that of itself is a con tr ibu tion to  

the salvation of the world , which places her  

in  a class apart all by herself, but, in  addition  

to th is, she has n ever ceased to use her in ter ­

cessory power  in  our  behalf, and  by the graces  

which  she thus obtain s for  us, is ever  bringin g 

about  the application  to our sou ls of the fru its  

of the Redem ption  wrough t  for  us by her  Son .

We have seen  that both by trad it ion  an d  

in H oly Writ, Mary is presen ted to us as a  

secon d Eve, as on e, that is, who fu lfils in the 

restoration of m an kin d a role closely corre­

spon din g to  that  of Eve in  the ru in  of our  race. 

If then  we define exactly the par t which the 

lat ter  had in bringin g about the fall of m an, 

we shall be prepared  to un derstan d what was  

Mary's part in effecting our redem ption .
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Now we kn ow that it was n ot to Eve that  

God com m itted the destiny of the hum an  

race. Not she, but Adam  was its head . H ad  

Adam  but rem ain ed loyal to h is Maker , Eve’s  

sin would have hurt herself alon e; it would  

n ot have in volved the whole race of m en . It  

was Adam  who held  in  h is han d the lot of all 

h is offsprin g, for weal or for woe. At their  

en tran ce in to life, they were to in herit from  

h im  a hum an  n ature either r ich ly en dowed, as 

h is own  had  been , or  else vitiated  at its source. 

In h is obedien ce to h is Creator all h is pos­

ter ity would be blessed , but if he revolted  

again st the com m an dm ent laid  upon  h im , h is 

rebellion  would en tail the fall from  grace an d  

from  the divin e fr ien dsh ip of every on e of h is 

descen dan ts even  to the rem otest ages.

As a fact , Adam  sin n ed , an d by h is sin  

dragged all m en in to the abyss. But he was  

n ot alone in h is guilt . Eve, who had herself 

been seduced by the Evil On e, n ow len t her ­

self to h is wily schem e for  the conquest of her  

husban d . Turn in g tem pter , she won  h im  over  

to the dem on ’s side  ; she persuaded  h im  to eat  

of the forbidden  fru it, she m ade h im  faith less 

to h is Creator , an d  thus brough t  death  in to the 

world , and  utter  havoc on  m ankin d .

True, it  was Adam ’s sin  which  m ade us all 
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rebels against God, hopelessly shatterin g the 

t ies of fr iendsh ip which  had  bound  us to H im , 

an d  ren derin g us the dupes an d slaves of H is 

wicked an d cunn ing en em y. H is revolt was 

sufficien t of itself alon e to im plicate us all in  

h is apostasy. As our head , he represen ted  

each  an d  every on e of us  ; we form ed  with  h im  

on e m oral person ; he acted in our n am e, as 

well as in  h is own .

An d yet, while n oth in g can palliate h is 

guilt, m ust n ot she at whose solicitation he  

sin ned , bear a heavy share of respon sibility 

for  the ru in of m an kin d? Did n ot she in duce 

Adam  to tran sgress h is Maker’s law, an d to  

do that whereby we all have been  un done? Is  

n ot our fall her work? If she had  n ot form ed  

with Satan an un holy alliance, an d used her  

ar t of persuasion to drag her husban d down  

in to sin , would he have been van quished by 

the dem on ’s strategy? H e was n ot deceived  ; 

H is on e m otive was com placen cy towards h is  

wife, an d hen ce we m ay r igh tfu lly th row on  

her  the respon sibility for  our  degradation  an d  

m ost dism al n rin . We tru ly owe it all to her , 

even  while in  an other an d a  str icter sen se, we 

owe it  all to Adam .

If then Adam  an d Eve cooperated in  the 

fall of m an, there is n o a  priori im probability
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of a n ew Adam  an d  a n ew Eve cooperating in  

the affair of m an ’s redem ption . In two dis­

t in ct orders of causality, an d on  two differen t  

plan es, the whole work of m an ’s salvation  m ay 

be attr ibu ted to on e as a n ecessary factor , 

sufficien t by H im self alon e for  the production  

of the result ; to the other as actually, though  

n ot n ecessarily, concurr ing with H im  in the 

recon ciliation of m ankin d .

An d the doom pron ounced again st the 

serpen t, im m ediately after the fall, bein g, as  

has already been poin ted out, in the n ature 

of a com plete tu rn in g of the tables upon the 

Evil On e, it would seem  that the prom in ence 

given  to the Wom an in  the passage in  which  

it is recorded , m ust be un derstood  to im ply a  

very effective an d  im portan t part to be played  

by her  in  the utter discom fitu re of Satan .



CH APTER IV

MARY’S COOPERATION

A  D i r e c t  Co n c u r r e n c e  i n  t h e  Wo r k  o f  t h e  
Re d e m p t i o n

It is Mary who has given  to us our  Saviour . 

That of itself m akes us debtors to her for our  

salvation , an d our debt is en han ced by the 

fu r ther fact that her con sen t to the In carna ­

t ion was asked, and that it was given with  

fu ll kn owledge of what she was con sen tin g to.

We m ay conceive the case in which the 

Mother of the Redeem er m igh t have been as 

litt le aware beforehand  of the m ission or  des­

t in y of her Son , as the m other of an y m erely 

hum an  hero, an d  in  which  she m igh t have had  

quite as litt le to do with  the work subsequen t­

ly accom plished by H im . Even so we should  

accord to her a certain degree of reveren ce  

an d  esteem , as we do to the m other  of a great  

sold ier or statesm an or public ben efactor , 

while perhaps we realize that her part in h is  

ach ievem ents has been on ly rem ote an d in -

28
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direct . But is there ground for th inking that  

with  Mary the case is differen t, an d that her  

share in  the redem ption of m ankin d  has been  

direct , an d  by n o m ean s lim ited  to the gift to  

us of J esus? Rather , m ust it n ot have been  

still m ore restr icted  than  the part of the aver ­

age m other, owin g to the supern atural char ­

acter of the work, for  which  n o hum an  train ­

in g could  have fit ted  the on e destined  to effect  

it? Where it is question of m ere m en an d  

wom en, a m other’s in fluen ce coun ts for m uch, 

an d they are often litt le m ore or less than  

what a m other’s lesson s have disposed them  

to becom e. But salvation is a divin e work. 

Our Saviour  H im self is divin e, an d  H e com es 

divin ely equipped  from  the outset  for  the task 

proposed to H im .

It m igh t appear  then  that Mary’s coopera ­

t ion  in  the Redem ption  of m an kin d was pure­

ly rem ote or in d irect . She was the Mother of 

t t ie Redeem er , but, fu r ther  than  that , she had  

n oth in g to do with  the work of the Redem p ­

t ion itself. Such  would seem  to be a correct 

statem en t of the Protestan t  view.

But it is far from  bein g the trad it ion al 

view of the Catholic Church , as en sh r in ed in  

her  liturgy, in  the teach in g of the Fathers, an d  

in  the hearts of her  ch ild ren  everywhere. The 
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language of her  great Doctors would seem  in ­

deed  to be gross exaggeration , un less it be in ­

terpreted as em bodyin g the idea which they 

had of the cooperation of our Lady in the 

work of Redem ption as a whole  : that is to 

say, of Mary's part n ot m erely in the m ystery 

of the In carnation  considered by itself alon e, 

but  in  that m ystery regarded  as the first n eces­

sary step  in  the affair  of the salvation  of m an ­

kin d .

When the An gel Gabriel cam e as am bas­

sador from  God to Mary, it was n ot to n ego­

t iate with her som e private busin ess. It was  

n ot m erely to ask her consen t to becom e the 

Mother  of a  Son , whose greatn ess he described  

to her in glowin g words. H e cam e to treat  

with her of the m om en tous affair of the sal­

vation of the hum an  race  ; of the bir th  of the 

Saviour  of the world , the lon g prom ised Mes- 

sias, whose Mother she was asked to be; of 

the regeneration of m an kin d , an d the sett ing 

up of an  ever lasting kin gdom . All th is is ap ­

paren t from  the Gospel n arrative, an d it is in  

th is sen se that the Fathers of the Church  have  

un iform ly in terpreted it .

What the An gel asks of Mary is her con ­

sen t  to becom e the Mother  of the Messias, an d  

thus to cooperate in the establishm en t of the 
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Messian ic kin gdom . The Son  whom  she shall 

bear is, as the An gel sets for th , the prom ised  

Redeem er, an d in consen tin g to becom e H is 

Mother , Mary will consen t to do her part in  

bringing about the Redem ption  of m ankin d .

You cann ot divide J esus, as though H e  

possessed a twofold person ality. You can not  

distingu ish between J esus, the private in d i­

vidual, an d J esus, the Saviour of the world . 

The In carnation of the Son of God, th rough  

the m atern al cooperation of the Virgin  Mary, 

has n o other purpose but the salvation of the  

hum an race. In  con sen tin g then  to the In car ­

n ation , Mary cooperates directly in the Re­

dem ption  of the world , just as though  the In ­

carn ation had alon e sufficed to save us. It is, 

in fact , the first step in  the work of our sal­

vation , an d it is as such  that Mary gives her  

con sen t to it .

J esus, from  the m om en t of H is en terin g 

the world , is the price of our salvation . H e  

takes to H im self our hum an flesh , an d be­

com es in carn ate in order that H e m ay give  

H im self up for us to the death  of the Cross. 

From  the very first , H e offers H im self as our  

ransom  an d  the victim  for  our  sin s. An d  Mary, 

kn owin g from  the an gel’s words the purpose  

of H is com ing, an d  consen ting to becom e H is
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Mother , consen ts to the plan  of the Redem p ­

t ion  as proposed  to her , in  all its fu lness, an d  

thus, by the un ion  of her will with  the divin e 

will, cooperates directly in the work of the 

salvation  of m ankin d .

■
V

W



CH APTER V

MARY, OUR MOTH ER

For the sin cere Catholic it is lit tle shor t of 

a tru ism  to say that the Mother of God  is also 

our Mother . Who would  ever th in k of callin g 

it in question? Not, assured ly, an y on e who 

adheres with sim ple faith to the lesson s im ­

bibed at h is m other’s kn ee, or in whom  the 

keen  edge of ear ly religious con viction  has n ot  

been dulled by in tercourse with scoffers, or  

association with heretics or the world ly- 

m inded .

In popular Catholic hym n s, to which we  

in stin ctively tu rn for a reliable expression of 

the faith  of the m asses, as  well as in  the liturgy 

itself, which  presen ts to us a m ore au thor ita­

t ive declaration of Catholic truth , the Mother  

of God  is at  the sam e t im e the Mother of m an ­

kin d. In  the can ticles addressed  to her  to-day, 

n o less than in  those of the Middle Ages, we  

fin d the sweet t it le of Mother bestowed  upon  

her as a m atter of course, an d as obviously 

befit tin g her , along with  earnest  appeals  to her  

to exercise towards those who in voke her the

S3
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watch fu l care, the ten der sym pathy, an d all 

the other  attr ibutes of m otherhood .

True, we m ay n ot trace back to apostolic 

t im es, or even  to the first ages of the Church , 

the practice of in vokin g her  un der  the en dear­

in g n am e of Mother , but the lack of evidence 

in that respect is capable of bein g explained , 

especially when so litt le has com e down to  

us from those rem ote t im es even on other  

heads of Christian doctr in e, an d the truth in  

question rests upon too solid foundation s to  

be in an y way im paired by such a n egative 

argum en t

Mary’s m otherhood  in  our regard is surely 

com prised  with in  the ran ge of explicit Catho­

lic teach in g, as is clear from  the frequen cy 

an d em phasis with which it has been pro­

claim ed in recen t years in official utteran ces 

of the H oly See. In par ticular , the learn ed  

Pontiff, Leo XIII, who was so in sisten t in  in ­

cu lcatin g a deep , filial affection towards the 

Blessed Mother  of God, on  the part of pastors  

an d faith fu l alike, asserts in the plainest  

words her sp ir itual m otherhood , calling her  

Mother of m an kin d , Mother of the Church , 

an d our Mother .

The firm  persuasion  in  which  all Catholics  

are, that Mary is tru ly their Mother, an d that
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she con tin ues to discharge towards them , from  

her  exalted  th ron e in  H eaven , the fun ctions of 

the sweetest , m ost loving, an d m ost powerful 

of m others, is accoun table in  a large m easure  

for that sp ir it of joyous expansiven ess, which  

is so character istic of the ch ild ren  of the true 

Church , when con trasted with those who are 

un happily outside her pale. Mary is to the  

form er as a loving Mother , rad iatin g a per ­

petual sunsh in e in the m idst of her ch ild ren , 

while those religious den om in ation s which  

kn ow n ot Mary, are like the hear th , which a  

m other’s death has left desolate, because the  

ligh t of her  sm ile has gone out, an d  the m usic 

of her voice has been  hushed .

When we speak of Mary as our Mother , 

we refer, as is eviden t, n ot to a  n atural, phys­

ical m otherhood , in which sen se she has but  

on e ch ild , her  Divin e Son , J esus Christ; but to 

a sp ir itual m otherhood in the order of grace. 

At the sam e t im e, we apply the n am e to our  

Blessed Lady, n ot in a loose sen se, an d on ly 

as a tr ibu te of respect an d  ven eration  for  on e 

so h igh ly honored by Alm igh ty God, an d so 

fu ll of m other ly love for us, but in  the str ict  

m eanin g of the word . Mary is our Mother , 

because she has begotten us to the life of 

grace. In  other words  ; it is to her , after God, 
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that we are in debted for our supern atural, 

sp ir itual life, the life of the ch ildren of God, 

an d for whatever has to do with the produc­

t ion in us of that life, its preservation , an d  

developm ent. Such  has ever  been  the faith  of 

the Church , both  in  the east an d in the west, 

as it would be easy to show at length , if we  

had space here for the n um erous testim on ies  

that  m igh t  be adduced  in  suppor t of th is tru th . 

We shall confin e our quotation s to a few pas­

sages wherein  the Fathers of the Church  bear  

witn ess to that faith .

“H ail to thee, Mother of God,” exclaim s  

St Cyril of Alexan dr ia, “th rough  whom  ligh t  

has ar isen upon the un for tun ates who sat in  

darkn ess an d in the shadow of death ! H ail 

to thee, Mother of God, th rough  whom  every 

faith fu l sou l is saved  !”

An other  writer of the Greek Church , on ce  

though t to have been St Epiphan ius, says, 

addressin g Mary: “Through thee m en have 

becom e an gels; th rough  thee death  has been  

destroyed , an d hell r ifled ; th rough thee the 

idols are fallen , an d the doctr ine that is from  

heaven  has con quered the world .”

An d St Epiphan ius h im self, in  a rem ark­

able passage, has the following: “When  Eve, 

un der the veil of figure, received  the n am e of
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Mother of the living, she represen ted Mary, 

fu ll of grace. In  fact , Eve was called m other  

of the livin g, after  havin g heard  the sen ten ce, 

‘Dust thou ar t , an d un to dust thou shalt re­

tu rn /  that is to say, after  her  sin . To con sider  

m erely the exter ior , sen sible order , it is from  

Eve that the whole hum an  race has sprun g all 

over the world ; but, in reality, it is th rough  

Mary that Life itself was ushered in to the 

world. By having borne in  her  bosom  the on e 

to whom  the n am e Living ch iefly apples, she 

has becom e the Mother of the Living”

Again , St. J ohn  Dam ascen e, in  h is hom ily 

on the An n unciation , which is litt le else but  

on e long ser ies of greetin gs  to Mary, thus bears 

em phatic testim ony to the debt  we owe to her! 

“H ail to thee/ ’ he says, “th rough whom we  

are en rolled in the on e, holy, Catholic, an d  

apostolic Church  ! H ail to thee, th rough  whom  

we possess the faith  that en ligh ten s an d saves 

sou ls! H ail to thee, th rough whom  we par ­

take of the pure an d redoubtable flesh of God  

m ade m an, an d  taste the true bread  of im m or ­

tality! H ail to thee, th rough whom  we are 

withdrawn  from  the gates of hell, an d lifted  

up to heaven!”

The lan guage of St. Germ an us of Con stan ­

t in ople is even m ore str iking! “0 Virgin  



3 8 Ou r  La d y  Me d i a t r i x  o f  Al l  Gr a c e s

Mother of God,” he cr ies out, “m an was ren ­

dered sp ir itual, when the H oly Ghost cam e 

down  upon  thee, as upon  H is tem ple. No on e, 

0  m ost holy, is filled with the kn owledge of 

God, un less th rough thee; n o on e, O Virgin  

Mother , escapes from death un less th rough  

thee  ; n o on e is  ransom ed, un less th rough  thee  ; 

n o on e receives the ben efit of m ercy, un less 

th rough  thee; th rough  thee, who  hast deserved  

to en fold God  with in  thee !”

“In  the beginn ing,” says St. Ephrem , dea­

con of the Syrian Church , “death passed to 

all m en th rough  the tran sgression of our first  

paren t; to-day, th rough Mary, we have been  

tran sferred from  death to life. In  the begin ­

n in g, the devil, taking hold of the ear of Eve, 

in fused  the poison , which  m ade its way thence  

in to the whole body; to-day, Mary, by len d ­

in g the ear of faith to the word of God, has  

in troduced  in to our hum an  n ature the Author  

of everlastin g bliss.”

The Latin  Fathers too, in  m arking the con ­

trast between  the first wom an, an d  the Mother  

of the Redeem er , declare that  death  has com e  

th rough Eve, life th rough Mary; that , in  

Christ , the wom an , after havin g been for so 

lon g the m other of the dead, has been  m ade by 

God the m other of the living; “so true is it ,”
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as St. Peter Chrysologus observes, “that with ­

out Mary it was im possible either that death  

should be expelled, or that life should be re­

stored .”

St. An selm  feels quite un equal to the task 

of duly acknowledgin g our debt to Mary. 

“What shall I say,” he asks, “that shall be  

worthy of m y Creator an d  Saviour , of her  who  

by her holin ess cleanses m e from  m y fau lts, 

by her in tegr ity bestows upon m e in corrupti­

bility, by her virgin ity causes m e to be loved  

by her  Lord , an d  m akes m y sou l the betrothed  

of m y God? By thy fecundity, 0 Blessed  

Lady, a sin ful world  is justified  ; a world that  

was lost  is saved  ; a  ban ished  world  is restored  

to its true hom e !”

Lastly, from whom , if n ot from H oly 

Church , have we learn ed that beau tifu l in vo­

cation which we address to Mary, an d which  

is daily on  our lips  : “Our life, our sweetn ess, 

an d our hope?” The language m ay jar upon  

heretics, but it expresses the tru th . Mary is  

our life, because she is the Mother of H im , 

who is the Life itself. Through her we have  

received H im , who has recon ciled us to God, 

an d who is for us the source of all grace, the  

cause of our supern atural life. She is our  

Mother accord in g to the sp ir it, an d in the
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order of grace, because she is the Mother of 

our Divine Saviour accord ing to the flesh , 

an d in  the order of n ature.

It is to th is great fact that the Fathers of 

the Church  con stan tly refer us as to the basis 

on which rests the sp iritual m otherhood of 

Mary. H er divin e m atern ity is the source of 

that un iversal in fluen ce which Mary has ex­

er ted  in  the work of the redem ption  an d  san c­

t ification of sou ls. But of th is at greater  

len gth in the en su ing chapter.



CH APTER VI

FOUNDATION OF MARY’S SPIRITUAL 

MOTH ERH OOD

I—Me r i t  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  Ma t e r n i t y

When  we say that Mary is our Mother be­

cause she is the Mother of God, the m eanin g 

is n ot that the bare fact of the Divin e Ma­

tern ity is en ough to m ake God’s Mother our  

Mother also. If Mary had given bir th to the 

Son of God, the Saviour of the world , with ­

out lend in g her free concurren ce towards the 

accom plishm en t  of the m ystery of the redem p ­

t ion ; if the Divin e Redeem er , in com in g to  

save our race, had  taken  from  her our hum an  

n ature, but without her kn owing beforehan d  

either who H e was, or what was the purpose  

of H is coin in g, she would have been in that  

case, worthy of all hon or on accoun t of her  

exalted  station , but she would n ot have been , 

str ictly speaking, the Mother of m an kin d .

The Mother of God is our Mother , because, 

in the first place, Mary m erited to be the

41
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Mother  of the Divin e Redeem er , an d  prepared  

herself for that un exam pled dign ity by the 

con stan t practice of the h ighest vir tue.* In  

the second place, the m ystery of the In car ­

n ation , whereby Mary becam e the Mother of 

God, was n ot effected without Mary’s free  

consen t. Lastly , by the perfect con form ity of 

her will to the divine will, an d by her un ion  

with  her  Son , Mary cooperated in  H is lifelong 

oblation  of H im self for  our salvation , an d , in  

particular, in the bloody sacr ifice by which  

H e com pleted  it on  Calvary.

In  the first place then , we are in debted to 

Mary for  our  supernatural life, because by the 

extraord in ary purity of her hear t, the beau ty

•T h a t M a ry  merited to  b e  th e  M o th e r o f G o d  is a  tru th  
to o  o f te n  a n d  to o e x p re s s ly  e n u n c ia te d  b y  th e F a th e rs a n d  
d o c to rs o f th e  C h u rc h , a n d  in  h e r l i tu rg y , fo r a n y  o n e to  
th in k  o f  c a ll in g  i t in  q u e s tio n . H o w e v e r , a s th e o lo g ia n s d is ­
t in g u is h  tw o  la n d s  o f m e rit , o n e  de condigno, to  u s e  th e  la n ­
g u a g e  o f th e  s c h o o l, w h ic h  is m e rit in  th e  s tr ic te s t s e n se  o f  
th e  w o rd , a n d  th e  o th e r , de congruo, im p ly in g  a  c e r ta in  p ro ­
p r ie ty  o r f i tn e s s in  th e  b e s to w a l o f th e re c o m p e n se , i t m a y  
b e  w e ll to  o b s e rv e h e re  o n c e  fo r a ll, th a t M a ry  d id  n o t a n d  
c o u ld  n o t m e rit de condigno e ith e r  th e  In c a rn a tio n  i tse lf , o r ,  
s u p p o s in g  th is  a lre a d y  d e c id e d  u p o n , th a t i t s h o u ld  b e  a c c o m ­
p lis h e d  th ro u g h  h e r , in  o th e r w o rd s th a t s h e s h o u ld  b e  th e  
M o th e r o f th e  G o d -m a n . A n d  th e  re a s o n  is s im p le . T h e  In ­
c a rn a tio n , a s  th e  f ir s t s o u rc e  o r  p r in c ip le  o f  g ra c e , is a ls o  th e  
f ir s t s o u rc e  o f m e rit, a n d  th e re fo re  c a n n o t b e  th e  re su lt o f  
m e rit.

A n d  a t th e  s a m e t im e i t w a s e m in e n tly  p ro p e r th a t G o d  
s h o u ld  g iv e  to  H is S o n  th e  p u re s t o f V irg in s  fo r H is M o th e r , 
a n d  th a t a  V irg in  a s  r ic h  a s s h e  in  p r iv ile g e s  a n d  in  m e rits ,  
s h o u ld  h a v e  n o  o th e r  s o n  th a n  a  G o d  m a d e  m a n . W h e n  th e n  
w e  s a y  th a t M a ry  merited th e  D iv in e  M a te rn ity , i t is o f th is  
m e rit de congruo th a t  w e  s h o u ld  b e  u n d e rs to o d  to  s p e a k .
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an d  sp lendor of her vir tues, the in com parable 

treasure of her m erits, she deserved that the 

Son  of God  should  choose her  for  H is Mother . 

There can  be n o doubt at all that she m erited  

to be the Mother of the God-Man . The H oly 

Fathers, as well as the theologian s of H oly 

Church , are at on e in asserting that she did . 

The Church  herself affirm s it again  an d  again , 

in  explicit  term s in  her  liturgy, and  the An gel, 

who brin gs her  word  of the great  th ings which  

are about to be accom plished in  her , salu tes 

her  as fu ll of grace and  blessed  am on g wom en .

Mary, accord in g to a fam iliar axiom of 

the Fathers, m ust first con ceive the Son of 

God in her hear t, before con ceivin g H im in  

her flesh . That sp iritual conception , which  

precedes an d  en tails the other , con sists in  such  

in terior preparation as will ren der her a  

worthy Mother of the Redeem er. When she  

has freely don e her par t to prepare for H im  

a  worthy dwellin g with in  her , the Son  of God, 

ravished by her charm s, will glad ly m ake 

choice of her , in  order that H e m ay take from  

her our hum an n ature, an d as a Son of m an  

m ake due atonem en t  for our  sin s.

Certain ly, if Mary, by her un exam pled  

holin ess, n o less than by the sin gu lar privi­

leges with which she was adorn ed , deserved  
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that , th rough her , God should bestow on us  

H is On ly-begotten Son , who alon e is the 

source to us of the life of grace, an d the prin ­

cip le of our sp ir itual regen eration , then  clear ­

ly we are in debted  to her  for  our  supern atural 

life. An d  th is is still m ore eviden t, if we con ­

sider how God, as it were, waited for cen ­

tu r ies, from  the fall of m an  t ill the appearan ce  

of Mary, before sen ding H is beloved Son to 

redeem the world . She prepared the way 

whereby God had resolved to in troduce H is  

Son in to the world . H is com in g depen ded  

upon that preparation : without it H e would  

n ot have com e.

H en ce, in all truth , it is to Mary that we 

are in debted for our Redeem er, and in our  

Redeem er , for the life of grace, an d all the 

blessin gs that have com e to us th rough H im . 

For her to have given  bir th to the Redeem er  

of m ankin d , an d to have becom e our Mother  

are, in  poin t of fact , on e an d the sam e th ing.

In claim in g, however, that Mary m erited  

the Divin e Motherhood , we do n ot  claim  either  

that her m erit was of the strictest kin d , or  

that she m erited the In carn ation itself of the 

Son of God. This m ystery bein g the very 

source of all grace, an d  hen ce of all m erit, can ­

n ot itself com e with in the object of m erit; 



Ou r  La d y  Me d i a t r i x  o f  Al l  Gr a c e s 4 5

an d besides, bein g an in fin ite grace, an d of 

in fin ite value, it is beyon d  the power  of m erit­

in g of an y pure creature.

But supposin g the In carn ation to have  

been fixed upon by the divin e choice as the 

m eans of accom plish in g m an ’s redem ption , 

an d supposin g that the Son of God was to 

have a hum an Mother , then it was em inent­

ly fitting that that Mother should be Mary, 

whose purity, an d in n ocen ce, an d in com par ­

able beau ty recom m en ded  her  as the on ly on e 

fit to be so in tim ately associated with the  

Saviour of the world , as to fu rn ish from  her  

own substan ce the flesh of the Son of God  

m ade m an.



CH APTER VU

FOUNDATION OF MARY’S SPIRITUAL 

MOTH ERH OOD

I I— Co n s e n t  t o  t h e  In c a r n a t i o n

Mary was n ot an in volun tary in strum en t  

in the accom plishm en t of God ’s m ercifu l de­

sign  for  the redem ption  of m an kin d . An  An gel 

was sen t from  the court of H eaven  to ask her , 

in the n am e of the Most H igh , to consen t to 

play the part assign ed to her in the plan of 

salvation . The whole  dem ean or  of the heaven ­

ly am bassador im plies that he did n ot com e 

with absolu te orders, which God would ac­

com plish  whether  H is creature willed  it  or  n o. 

On the con trary, the deferen ce with which  

the An gel addresses Mary, the detail in to 

which  he en ters in  settin g for th  the divine pur ­

pose, the explan ations which he gives in re­

ply to Mary’s in quiry—all in d icate that what  

he had com e to ask was her  free cooperation  

in  the m ystery that was about to be wrough t  

in  her . Else, why does he wait t ill Mary has 

acquiesced in what is proposed? Why does

46
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he withdraw on ly when  he has heard  from  her  

lips the words “Behold the han dm aid of the  

Lord ; be it don e to m e accord in g to thy 

word”? Or why does Mary feel called upon  

to speak those words, if n ot because she rec­

ogn izes that her consen t has been m ade a  

n ecessary condition for the accom plishm en t 

of the great  m ystery, which  for the m om ent is  

in abeyan ce, an d in view of which God asks  

of her th is suprem e act of obedien ce an d  

faith?

The In carnation , whereby the Son  of God  

becam e m an for  the ransom  of the world , is, 

accordin g to a con stan tly recurr ing though t, 

suggested  to us by the Fathers of the Church , 

an d havin g its con firm ation in H oly Writ, a  

sor t of sp iritual m arriage, or m yster ious es­

pousals of the Divine Word with our hum an  

n ature, or  of Christ with  H is Church , the lat ter  

un ion  bein g the com plem en t of the first . The  

Son of God assum es to H im self our hum an  

n ature in  the un ity of the on e Christ, in  order  

that H e m ay on e day un ite to H im self H is 

Church  in  the un ity of on e m ystical person .

But for  the cem entin g of such  an alliance, 

the law of n ature requ ires the consen t of the 

con tractin g parties, and in  the order of grace 

we fin d God un iform ly respectin g the lawful 
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claim s of n ature. H en ce it is n ot en ough  that  

the Son  of God  seeks the allian ce  : there m ust  

be som e on e to an swer  for our  hum an  n ature, 

to accept  in  its n am e the proffered  honor; an d  

who so pure, so glor ious as Mary, so fit to 

treat with God of the great affair of our sal­

vation? The hum an ity of Christ , in  which  the 

espousals are to be realized , an d which  would  

have the forem ost claim  to be consu lted , does  

n ot yet exist , except in  Mary. She then m ust  

speak in  behalf of all ; she m ust say the word  

that shall seal forever the allian ce between  

our  hum an  n ature an d  the Son  of God.

This m oreover is clear ly requ ired by the 

an tithesis between the first an d the second  

Eve—an  an tithesis which  form s the subject of 

a previous chapter of the presen t treatise. It  

was from  the very star t that the first wom an  

freely cooperated in  the work of our destruc­

t ion , by offerin g to  her  husband  the  fru it which  

brough t  death  to h im  an d  to our  race. H en ce, 

if the an tithesis is to be perfect, Mary, the 

secon d  Eve, m ust also cooperate from  the first  

in the work of our salvation , an d by freely 

associatin g herself with  her  Divin e Son  in  the 

oblation  which  H e m akes to the Father from  

the outset , m ust presen t to us the fru it which  

on ce m ore gives life to the world .
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Mary kn ew from  the An gel’s m essage that  

the Son  whom  she should bear , was the lon g- 

expected Messias, the Saviour of the world . 

She surely kn ew from  her m editation of the 

Prophets, even if we take n o accoun t of the 

extraord in ary ligh ts which m ust have been  

vouchsafed  to her  person ally, as the Queen of 

Prophets, that the prom ised Redeem er was to 

pay the ransom  of our sin s, cancellin g all our  

debts in H is Precious Blood , an d when she 

acquiesced  in  the proposal m ade to her  by the 

An gel, she gave J esus to us by her own free  

act

But in giving J esus to us, she gave H im  

for what H e was, an d what she kn ew H im  to 

be, an d  hen ce, as in  J esus we have everyth in g, 

she gave us all th in gs together with H im . To 

her then we owe the salvation , which J esus  

brough t to us. To her we owe that sp ir itual 

life of grace, without which  there is n o escape 

from  the death of sin . No on e then is saved , 

except th rough Mary. No on e com es to life, 

except  th rough  Mary. She then  is our Mother, 

the Mother  of all the livin g.

Nor n eed we have an y m isgiving, lest, if 

we should m ake the In carn ation of our Lord  

to depen d on Mary’s free consen t, we should  

thereby jeopard ize the whole plan of m an ’s 
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redem ption . Mary was, to use her  own  words, 

“the han dm aid of the Lord .” Thorough ly an d  

solely devoted to the fu lfilm en t of God ’s holy 

will, she n eeded on ly to be assured that her  

con sen t was a n ecessary con dition for the 

carryin g out  of the divin e plan  for  the redem p ­

t ion  of m ankind , in order to be persuaded to  

give it with  the m ost perfect aban don m en t of 

herself in to the han ds of God.

Besides, the divine wisdom  kn ows all the 

secrets of the hum an hear t, an d has on ly to  

adapt H is graces to the disposition s of H is 

creatures, an d to the en d  that H e has in  view, 

in  order in fallibly to obtain their consen t to  

what H e proposes, without in the least vio­

latin g the liber ty with  which H e has en dowed  

them .



CH APTER VIII

FOUNDATION OF MARY’S SPIRITUAL 

MOTH ERH OOD

III—Un i o n  w i t h  Ch r i s t  o n  Ca l v a r y

It was n o m ere m atter of chance that  

Mary’s Son was the On ly-begotten of the 

Father , the Redeem er of Mankind , who was 

to ransom the world by H is death on the 

Cross. Mary had been prepared beforehan d  

for the glory of the Divine Matern ity by the 

extraord in ary privileges which had been  con ­

ferred upon  her , an d she had earned  for  her ­

self that dign ity by the altogether exception al 

fidelity with which she had correspon ded  

th roughout life with every grace vouchsafed  

to her , thus am assin g an  im m ense treasure of 

m erit , ere the An gel, on  the part  of God, cam e 

to salu te her fu ll of grace, an d to ask her co­

operation  in  the work of the Redem ption .

But it was n ot for  herself alon e that Mary 

deserved  the divin e fecun dity, th rough which  

she becam e the Mother of our m ercifu l

51
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Saviour. H er deep hum ility, it is true, would  

n ever  have perm itted her to aspire con scious­

ly to the h igh  hon or  of which  God deem ed  her  

worthy, an d  yet, in  poin t of fact, it is th rough  

her , an d by reason of her exalted m erit , that  

God has bestowed upon us the gift of H is  

On ly-begotten Son , with whom  and in  whom  

H e has given  us all th in gs. We are all debtors  

then to Mary for the life of grace which her  

Son  has purchased for us, a tru th which be­

com es the m ore apparen t, when to Mary's  

life-long m erit we add  her  free consen t to be­

com e the in strum en t of God ’s m ercy towards  

us, an d her read iness to accept, alon g with  

the hon or  of the Divin e Matern ity, all its grave 

respon sibilit ies and crush in g sorrows.

By the consen t  which  she gave to the m ys­

tery of the In carn ation , as proposed  to her  by 

the An gel Gabriel in  the n am e of God, Mary 

becam e our Mother. For the In carn ation  

looked forward  to the Passion as to the con ­

dition  of our ransom , an d the Son  of God be­

cam e m an that we m igh t have life th rough  

H is death . That, in  fact , is why Mary’s con ­

sen t was n eeded, an d why God left it to her  

free choice to say whether or n ot she would  

accept a dign ity in volvin g so great a  sacrifice. 

Sin ce then from the m om en t at which Our  
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Blessed Lady declared to the An gel her ac­

quiescen ce in her Maker’s will, our Redem p­

t ion was assured , it is also from  that m om en t  

that we m ust date her sp ir itual Motherhood  

in  our regard .

Som ethin g however is wan tin g to m ake 

that Motherhood in every sen se com plete. 

Mary has yet to tread with  J esus the dolorous 

way of the Passion , she m ust ascend with  

H im to Calvary, she m ust stand beside H is 

cross, t ill H e expires upon  it in  torm en t an d  in  

sham e. On th is condition on ly will H e pro­

claim  to the whole world  her  Motherhood  ; for  

then on ly will it have received its fu ll com ­

plem ent an d crown . The Wom an whose di­

vin e offspr ing is to crush the serpen t’s head , 

m ay n ot be absen t from  the last scene of that  

great  dram a, in  which  Eve, her  faith less coun ­

terpar t , was at first so cruelly con spicuous.

True it is that Mary, in con sen tin g to be­

com e the Mother of our Blessed Redeem er, 

had already con sen ted to the privations, an d  

sufferin gs an d ignom in ious death , whereby 

her  in n ocen t Son  was to pay to the divin e jus­

t ice the debt of our sin s. She was well aware  

of the plan of the redem ption of the hum an  

race, with  which her profoun d  m editation  of 

the in sp ired prophecies had rendered her fa ­
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m iliar , even  if we fail to take accoun t of the 

fu ller an d m ore sp len did revelation s, which  

we m ay well assum e to have been  vouchsafed  

to Mary personally, as to the fu ture Queen  of 

Prophets. She kn ew therefore that the Mes- 

sias, whom  she was to bear , was to be a Man  

of sorrows; that H e was to take upon  H im self 

the in iquit ies of us all, an d that by H is str ipes 

we should be healed , an d when she accepted  

the proffered dign ity of the Divin e Mother ­

hood , she accepted with it all the poign an t 

grief an d an guish which , like a sword , m ust  

pierce her  own  in trep id  sou l.

She foresaw an d  accepted it , but th is is n ot  

yet en ough . Though an y sin gle act of the 

Man -God would have sufficed to reconcile a  

thousand worlds, H is acts are n ot accepted  

sin gly, but as form in g part of on e gran d  

whole, the work of m an ’s Redem ption , which  

will be com pleted on ly when the Redeem er  

expires on  the Cross. In  th is work Mary was  

associated from  the t im e at which she con ­

sen ted  to becom e the Mother of our Saviour, 

an d  there would be a lack of un ity in  the di­

vin e plan , if, un ited with  J esus at the outset , 

an d for a portion of H is work, she were n o 

longer  so at  the hour of its com pletion .

H en ce Maiy stands by the Cross of J esus, 
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brin gin g forth her sp ir itual ch ild ren in  

an guish  an d  bittern ess of sou l. As the ‘‘Mother  

of all the living/ ’ she m ust give them life 

th rough the Passion of her Son , an d as their  

fu tu re com for ter  in  all their  sorrows, she m ust  

learn  com passion  th rough  her  own  m ost gr iev­

ous pan gs.

J esus was n ot alon e in the ear lier stages  

of H is life-work, wherein  H e pledged  H im self 

to die, that we m igh t live. It was as H e re­

posed on Mary’s bosom that H e took upon  

H im self the solem n en gagem ent wholly to 

sacrifice H im self for us. It was un der her  

roof, an d ben eath her fosterin g care that H e 

grew up  as a lam b destined  for the slaugh ter. 

An d hen ce, when at length the sword is 

lifted  up, an d  is on  the poin t of bein g plunged  

in to the flesh of the in nocen t Victim , Mary is 

of n ecessity there at H is side. For, ere it can  

ren d the fragile wall of clay, an d open  to us  

the foun t of n ever-endin g life, it m ust first  

pass even th rough the hear t of the sorrowful 

Mother .

It is on Calvary that the On ly-begotten  

win s for us the grace of the divin e adoption  

by the com plete cancellin g of the debt which  

we con tracted by our sin s. H ow proper then  

that Mary too should be at han d , cooperatin g 
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with  her Son , by en tire conform ity of will, in  

the last phase of H is life-lon g sacrifice, an d  

thus com pletin g and crown in g her own sp ir­

itual Motherhood with regard to those on  

whom  it has pleased God to con fer the price­

less boon of the adoption as of ch ildren  !

Absolu tely speakin g, Our Lady’s acquies­

cen ce in  the im m olation of the Divin e Victim , 

as in volved in  her consen t to the In carn ation  

of the Son of God for the salvation of the 

world , would have been all-sufficien t to con ­

stitute her Mother of our race, even if it had  

been  n o part of God ’s plan  that she should  be 

actually presen t at  the death  of the Redeem er . 

As a m atter of fact, however , we kn ow that  

she was destin ed  to stand on  Calvary’s heigh t  

at the suprem e m om en t, an d , by the un fail­

in g un ion  of her  will with  the divin e will, was 

to have her  part  in  the bloody oblation , where­

by Christ offered H im self to the Father for  

the redem ption of m an kin d . Nor is it reason ­

able to suppose that the forekn owledge of her  

cruel tran sfixion was at first withheld from  

Mary, when  we kn ow it to have been  revealed  

to holy Sim eon , who prophesied  that a sword  

should pierce her sou l.

Mary then , in consen tin g to becom e the 

Mother  of our  Redeem er , already accepted  the
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sacr ifice that was asked of her in all its m ost 

distressin g features, an d when at len gth she 

stood beside the Cross on Calvary to receive 

the last gasp of her dyin g Son , she was but  

m aking good the com plete don ation she had  

long sin ce m ade to us of H im  who is our life, 

an d who has willed  that we should share with  

H im  all that H e has, an d  that , in  the order of 

grace, H is Mother  should  be our  Mother , even  

as H is Father  is also our Father .



CH APTER IX

MARY, MOTH ER OF DIVINE GRACE

It is n eedless to observe that when we 

claim  that God ’s Mother is also our Mother , 

we do n ot ascribe quite the sam e m eanin g to 

the word in  both uses. For in  the case of her  

Divin e Son , Mary is H is Mother , in  the sen se 

that  she has physically begotten  H im , whereas  

in  our  case, she is our Mother on ly in  the sp ir­

itual, n ot in  the physical order , though , at the 

sam e t im e, n o other word  would express n ear  

so graph ically the relation in which Mary 

stands to us, n or stir with in us, to the sam e 

exten t, the stron g an d tender em otions which  

should correspond to all her watch fu l care in  

our  regard .

For she has n ot m erely bestowed upon us 

the supernatural life, by givin g to us our  m ost 

Blessed Redeem er , an d all that has com e to 

us th rough H im , but she is in cessan tly occu ­

pied  with  whatever con cern s us, procurin g for  

us all that m ay n ourish an d stren gthen in us  

the  life of grace that  we owe to  her , an d  guard ­

in g us against the dan gers that th reaten to

58
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steal it away, an d to m ake void in us the 

Passion  of her  Son .

When then we give to Mary the t itle of 

Mother of Grace or Mother of Divin e Grace, 

we im ply that hers is a sp ir itual Motherhood  

in  our regard , a Motherhood  in  the order , n ot 

of n ature, but of grace. She is the Mother of 

Grace, because we are begotten of her to the 

life of grace, bein g in debted to her , after  

J esus, for  our  supern atural life.

Am ong the sim ilar form s of expression  

which  we apply to the ever  Blessed Virgin , it  

would perhaps be hard to fin d on e whose  

m ean ing is exactly parallel, yet a com parison  

with som e of them  m ay n ot be without ad ­

van tage towards a better un derstan d ing of 

the t itle which we are at presen t con sider ing. 

Thus we speak of Mary as the “Mother of 

fair love, an d of fear, an d of kn owledge, an d  

of holy hope,” attr ibuting to her words pri­

m arily spoken by heaven ly Wisdom  con cern ­

in g herself (Eccli. xxiv, 24). The lat ter is the 

m other of these vir tuous qualit ies, in asm uch  

as all spr in g from  her , an d hen ce the words 

m ay n ot in appropriately be applied to Mary, 

as in  fact  they are in  the liturgy of the Church , 

to sign ify that the effect of devotion  to her is 

to produce these sam e vir tues in  the sou ls of
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her clien ts. It is then  in  a like sen se that the 

t it le, “Mother of Divin e Grace” is given  to her  

as conveyin g the idea that Mary is, together  

with her Divine Son , an d th rough H im , the 

source of grace to all those who live the super ­

n atural life.

Again , Mary is called “Mother of Mercy,” 

n ot on ly by reason of the plen tifu ln ess with  

which  m ercy is appor tion ed  to those who seek 

it at her  han ds, but also in  the sen se that it is  

her special, on e m igh t alm ost say, her exclu ­

sive prerogative, in asm uch as God, while re­

serving to H im self the dispen sin g of justice 

to all creatures, has, as it were, m ade over to  

Mary the half of H is kin gdom , by em power­

in g her to deal with every sor t of m isery, to  

which m an kin d is heir , healin g the sick, re­

lievin g the distressed , com for tin g the sorrow­

fu l everywhere. Mary is the Mother of m ercy, 

because m ercy proceeds from  her as from  an  

abun dan t, n ever-failin g source, an d because  

m ercy is her characterist ic role in the great  

dram a  of hum an  life. So too she is the Mother  

of Grace, because whatever  grace is bestowed  

on  us, is gran ted , as we shall see, th rough  the 

un iversal m ediation of Mary, whereas apart  

from her there is n o approach for us to  

the foun tainhead of all heaven ly gifts an d  

blessin gs.



CH APTER X

MARY, OUR MEDIATRIX

It is quite true that , accord in g to the in ­

sp ired teach in g of St Paul, there is but on e 

Mediator between God an d m an , the Man  

Christ J esus. That is to say, there is but on e 

whose role in  the great affair of our salvation  

is in d ispensably n ecessary; but on e who could  

an d did save us by offerin g to the justice of 

God con dign  satisfaction  for  our  sin s.

When then we ascribe to Mary a part in  

the work of our  redem ption , we do n ot by an y 

m eans propose to put her on a footin g of 

equality with  Christ, her  Divin e Son . There is 

n o though t of affirm in g the n ecessity of her  

cooperation . The question  tu rns on  a  poin t  of 

fact , an d m ust be determ in ed solely from  the 

sources of divin e revelation , that is to say, 

from  H oly Scrip tu re an d tradit ion .

Nor do we, by asserting the fact of Mar/ s  

cooperation  with our Divin e Saviour , detract  

in  an y way from  the value of H is atonem en t, 

as though our debt were n ot fu lly paid by

61
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H im . Christ offered to the Father a super­

abun dan t  satisfaction  for  the sin s of m an kin d . 

H e alone has paid  the fu ll price of our ransom , 

an d to th is price n o on e else has con tr ibu ted  

a sin gle m ite or far th in g. Nor could an yon e 

have don e so, seein g that, by reason of the 

revolt of our first paren ts, in  which  the whole 

hum an race was in volved , we all alike had  

n eed of bein g ransom ed, before we could re­

gain  the grace and favor of our Maker .

An d  yet, in  the whole work of the redem p ­

t ion , it was H is will to associate H is Blessed  

Mother  with  H im self by in d issoluble t ies. The  

part she takes in  our restoration  is in deed es­

sen tially in ferior to H is. She does n ot pay 

even  the sm allest fraction  of our debt. On  the 

plan e on  which  H is m ediation  is exercised , H e 

is absolutely alon e. Yet from  first to last , she 

cooperates in H is work by the en tire con ­

form ity of her  will with H is. H en ce her  role, 

though of a lower order , is n o less un iversal 

than  that of the on e Mediator; our  obligation s  

to her com prise in their exten t the whole re­

deem ing office of her  Son .

When  we speak of Mary as our Mediatr ix, 

we m ay have in m in d either the fun ction  

which she exercised in the work of the re­

dem ption  in  gen eral, or  the posit ion  which  she
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holds in  our regard as go-between in our re­

lat ion s with J esus.

From the form er poin t of view, Mary’s 

m ediation  is in separably boun d up with  that  

of J esus. Although H e m igh t have wrough t  

our salvation  alon e, without  takin g Mary in to  

H is con fiden ce, or  in vitin g her  to share in  H is 

work, as a m atter of fact , H e did n ot choose 

to do so, but willed  that she should be presen t  

at each  successive stage of H is m ortal career , 

renewin g, con tin uin g, com pletin g, what she 

had don e at the In carn ation , an d that every­

where H is oblation  of H im self should  be pre­

sen ted to the Father th rough Mary’s han ds. 

This is what we see to have taken place at  

H is first en tran ce in to the world ; an d again  

when , in a m ore explicit m an ner , H e took 

upon  H im self the office of Saviour  in  the m ys­

tery of the Circum cision , an d received from  

Mary the H oly Nam e of J esus  ; an d  on ce m ore, 

when  H e ren ewed H is offerin g at the Presen ­

tation in the Tem ple; an d finally when the 

holocaust was com pleted by H is death upon  

the Cross.

In every phase of the life of the Divin e 

Victim —when  H e first consecrates H im self to  

H is work, when H e is n ourished an d reared  

as a lam b destin ed for  the sacr ifice, or when
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at length  H e sheds the last drop of H is blood  

for  the restoration  of the world—Mary has her  

place  beside H im , thorough ly at on e with  H im  

by an un swervin g fidelity to the en gagem ent  

which she con tracted at the In carnation , an d  

ready to yield up her beloved Son to all the 

sever ities of the Divine J ustice, in  order that  

by H is str ipes we m ay be healed , an d by H is  

death  we m ay have life ever lasting.

In the Prophets, we fin d the Wom an in ­

separably associated with the prom ised Re­

deem er  an d  Mediator  in  the work of salvation , 

even as the first wom an was closely leagued  

with Adam in the destruction of m ankin d . 

An d when  Christ cam e to fu lfil the Prophets, 

H e appeared with Mary, overth rowin g the 

power of Satan , an d tu rn ing back h is wiles  

upon  h is head . As we owed  our  fall to a  guilty 

group, so it  is an other  gracious an d  ben eficen t  

group which  is everywhere in  evidence, when  

there is question of our restoration to our  

form er h igh estate. Mary’s m ediation is in  

reality on e with  that  of J esus, who, though  H e  

m igh t have willed otherwise, has seen fit to  

give H im self to us on ly th rough  her . H is as­

sum ption of the role of Mediator H e m ade 

dependen t on  Mary’s consen t, an d it was her  

m otherly offices, exh ibited towards H im
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th rough life, which m ade H im  ready for the 

sacrifice, whereby H e was to recon cile the 

world to God. Plain ly then , as an im portan t  

factor in the m ediation of her Son , Mary is 

well en tit led to be called our Mediatr ix.

There is however a fu rther  sen se in  which  

the n am e m ay r igh tly be applied to her ; she 

is for us a happy go-between in all our re­

lation s with  J esus. Thus it is she from  whom  

we first received  our lovin g Saviour , an d  who  

bestows on us, as com prised in that suprem e 

gift, all the graces of salvation . Again , it is 

she who in troduces us to J esus, as she on ce 

in troduced the Shepherds an d  the Wise Men , 

an d who pleads for us before H is heaven ly 

th ron e, drawing down  upon  us m ercy an d  en d ­

less blessin gs.



CH APTER XI

MARY, MEDIATRIX OF GRACE

I—Ac q u i s i t i o n  o f  Gr a c e

The purpose of our  Blessed  Lord  in  takin g 

to H im self our hum an n ature was that H e 

m igh t give H is life an d die for the salvation  

of m ankind . The In carn ation is n ot sim ply 

for  itself, but for  our redem ption , an d though  

the latter  is a  work com prising m an y par ts, yet  

these are all un ified by the en d  towards which  

they are directed , our  salvation  th rough  J esus. 

Distin ct in them selves, the m yster ies of the 

life of Christ all poin t  to Calvary, as their  fu l­

film en t  ; the shadow of the Cross han gin g over  

them  gives the true perspective, without  which  

they can be but im perfectly un derstood .

An d  Mary was privileged—who can  doubt 

it?—to view the m ystery of the Word m ade 

flesh , an d then , as they gradually un folded  

them selves, all the even ts of the life of the 

Man-God, in  the ligh t  which  the Passion  shed  

upon them . It was with th is ligh t stream ing

6β
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in upon her m in d, that she gave her con sen t  

to the In carn ation , an d to all that it in volved , 

an d  was thus a cooperatrix or  m ediatrix in  the 

redem ption as a whole, an d hen ce in every 

particu lar that is com prised in  it .

True, in  the str ictest sen se of the term , our  

Mediator is on e: for Christ alon e by H is 

atonem en t recon ciles us to the Father . At the 

sam e t im e, it is Mary, who, by giving to H im  

our hum an n ature, m akes of H im an apt  

Mediator—n ot God alone, n or  yet m an  alone, 

but the Man-God  subsistin g in  both  n atures— 

an d who by her  un ion  of will with H is, offers 

H im  to fu lfil in our regard that role. In th is 

sen se, as bein g so im portan t a factor in the 

m ediation of her Son , she herself is tru ly en ­

t it led  to the n am e of Mediatrix.

Now it is by the death of Christ that we 

have been redeem ed, an d yet so lon g as we 

do n ot apply to our sou ls in d ividually the 

satisfactions an d m erits of the Redeem er , H is 

self-im m olation will avail us n oth in g. H en ce 

the im m ediate effect of Our Lord ’s death is 

to win  for us countless graces, without which  

our salvation  cann ot be secured . The acqui­

sit ion  of those graces is un doubted ly a part of 

the work of the redem ption . For  it  is the  grace  

of God which rouses the h um an will to the 

—*
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perform an ce of salu tary acts, an d equips it  

with the requisite ligh t an d stren gth to per ­

form  them . Such acts m ay be wholly in terior , 

as  those of faith , hope, love, con tr ition , or  they 

m ay be directed towards the worthy use of 

the Sacram en ts or other m ean s of grace, but  

it is on ly th rough  them  that we appropriate to 

ourselves the m erits of Christ’s atonem ent, an d  

thus en ter upon the way of salvation , or , 

havin g already en tered upon it , go forward  

with a greater or less degree of celer ity.

The treasure of grace, accum ulated  by our  

Divine Mediator in behalf of sin fu l m an, is 

quite in exhaustible. As there is n o en d to the 

m erit of the Man-God, so there can  be n o en d  

to the store of grace, which  is laid up for the 

redeem ed, an d of which  they can  freely avail 

them selves at every m om en t, an d for every 

n eed  that can  possibly befall them .

This treasure our Blessed Lord am assed, 

n ot by H is death alon e, but by H is life an d  

death , offered  up to the Father an d accepted  

by H im  as on e gran d oblation for the recon ­

ciliation  of the whole world , an d the san ctifi­

cation of all the redeem ed. In th is offerin g 

Mary con curred, in  the first place, by prepar ­

in g in her virgin ity a fit tem ple for the es-
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pousals of the Word  with  our  hum an  n ature,* 

an d secon dly, by the con sen t which she gave 

to the whole plan of the redem ption , as sub­

m itted  to her  by the An gel Gabriel, an d  by her  

subsequen t en tire con form ity of will with  that  

of the Redeem er , her Divin e Son , even  to the 

com pletion  of H is sacrifice on  the Cross.

But if she has part in  the work of the re­

dem ption as a whole, then , by the very fact, 

she has also part in  all those graces which  are 

prepared for us in view of the m erits of the 

Redeem er , an d for the workin g out of our  

salvation . For they are in cluded in  the work 

of the redem ption . Deserved ly then do we 

give to Mary the t it le of Mediatr ix of Grace.

•M a ry  d id  n o t m e rit , i t is tru e , h e r Im m a c u la te  C o n c e p ­
t io n , w h e re b y  G o d H im se lf u n d e r to o k  to p re p a re in h e r a  
w o rth y  d w e llin g ·  fo r H is S o n , b u t s h e  d id  m e rit , d e  condigno, 
th a t s te a d y  in c re a se  o f g ra c e a n d  h o lin e s s , w h ic h a t le n g th  
w o n  fo r  h e r  th e  u n iq u e  p r iv ile g e  o f  b e a r in g  in  h e r w o m b  th e  
In c a rn a te  S o n  o f  G o d .



CH APTER ΧΠ

MARY, MEDIATRIX OF GRACE

II—Th e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Gr a c e

The pilin g up of an  im m en se and  quite in ­

exhaustible treasure of grace, to be forever  at  

the disposal of m an  for  h is sp iritual n ecessit ies 

ceased with  the death  of the Mediator on the 

Cross. But the great work of m an ’s redem p ­

t ion  did  n ot stop  there. The graces which  had  

been  won  for us by the life an d sufferin gs of 

the Redeem er , were in tended  to be used . They 

can  on ly brin g salvation  to the in d ividual sou l, 

when , by the appoin ted chan n els  — such as 

prayer , the Sacram en ts, an d the H oly Sacri­

fice of the Mass — they are brough t with in  

reach  of those for  whose sake they have been  

am assed . So that after the question of the 

acquisit ion of grace, there com es an other , n o 

less im portan t, which  concern s  its distribu tion , 

an d  here, n o less than  in  the previous  question , 

we asser t  that Mary is in tim ately an d in separ­

ably associated with her Divin e Son in H is

70
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office of Mediator , an d hen ce fu rther en titled  

to be called  Mediatr ix of Grace.

In  fact , it is of her part in  the distr ibution  

of grace that we ch iefly th in k, when  we speak 

of her m ediation  in our behalf. This is clear  

from  certain  form s of speech  to which  we are 

accustom ed, an d by which the faith of the 

Church in th is regard is vivid ly expressed . 

Thus n oth in g is m ore com m on  in  the language  

of the faith fu l than to refer to Mary as the 

channel or  un iversal dispenser  of divin e grace.

It  does  n ot follow as a  logical con sequence, 

that if Mary cooperated in  the acquisit ion of 

grace, she m ust also have par t in  its distr ibu ­

t ion , but there is here un question ably a cer­

tain propr iety, which im pels us to that con ­

clusion . The han ds that have am assed the 

r iches, should , it  would  seem , have the joy an d  

the privilege of distribu tin g them .

Certain ly, the acquisit ion  of grace an d its 

distribu tion  belon g to on e an d  the sam e work 

of redem ption . The purpose for  which  so r ich  

a store has been accum ulated , is that it m ay 

be dealt out liberally to those who stand in  

n eed  of it , an d  there would be a lack of un ity 

in the divine plan , if Mary, so closely asso­

ciated  with  J esus in  the first part of H is work, 

were n ot equally so in  the lat ter . She was with  
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H im  on  earth  from  first to last, from  the in cep ­

t ion  of H is m ission  to its com pletion  : she m ust 

likewise be with H im n ow in H eaven , con ­

t in uin g in us the great affair for which H e 

becam e in carn ate.

Christ H im self, havin g on ce labored an d  

died for  us, does n ot, as it were, pass us over  

to the Father , that the lat ter m ay dispense to 

us the fru its of H is toils an d H is suffer in gs, 

whilst H e h im self absorbed in H is glory an d  

beatitude, is all forgetfu l of those whom  H e 

has ransom ed with H is blood . On the con ­

trary, H e con tin ues ceaselessly to in terven e in  

our behalf, offerin g for us to H is H eaven ly 

Father H is in fin ite m erits an d satisfaction s, 

an d causin g the floods of grace to descend  

upon us, in order to ach ieve in  us the en d for  

which  H e suffered  an d  died . For  n ot  on ly does 

God  do n oth in g in  the supern atural order  save  

in view of the m erits of Christ; H e does 

n oth in g except in  view of the actual in terven ­

t ion  of H is Divin e Son  in  our behalf.

Sin ce then Mary had her place beside  

J esus, so long as there was question of ran ­

som in g us, recon cilin g us, m eriting for us all 

the graces n ecessary for our salvation , she 

m ust  in  like m an n er  have her  place beside H im  

n ow, where there is question of secur ing for
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us by actual in tercession  in  H eaven  the graces 

prepared  for  us  in  view of the m erits of Christ .

It is Mary who gave us J esus, that H e 

m igh t save us from  our sin s, an d in corporate 

us in  H is ever lasting Kin gdom . H ow can we 

possibly doubt that with H im  she has given  

us all th in gs, an d hen ce those graces too 

whereby we are saved , an d by which we be­

com e m em bers of H is H eaven ly Kin gdom ?

At the In carn ation , the whole price of our  

ran som  was delivered to Mary : for  that price  

is J esus. Again , on Calvary, when paym en t  

has actually been m ade, our ran som is de­

posited  in Mary’s han ds, to in tim ate to us, n o 

doubt, that all the graces of the supern atural 

life, which the death of Christ has purchased  

for  us, m ust com e to us th rough Mary’s in ter ­

ven tion , even  as Christ , the au thor  of grace, is 

Mary’s gift  to us. She m ust presen t  H im  to the 

Father , with  H is m erits an d H is satisfaction s, 

in  order that they m ay be accepted in behalf 

of all m an kin d , an d m ay draw upon us the 

graces by which  salvation  is actually ach ieved , 

an d  in  th is precisely Mary’s m ediation  m ain ly 

consists.

Note.— N o  o n e , w e  th in k , w ill c o n s id e r  i t a m is s , if  w e  a d d  

a  w o rd  h e re  c o n c e rn in g  th e  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  H o ly  S p ir it in  th e  
d is tr ib u tio n  o f g ra c e . T h e re  is n o t, i t is tru e , a n y  o p e ra tio n  
o f  th e  D iv in ity , h a v in g  fo r i ts  te rm  a n  e x te r io r  e f fe c t, w h ic h
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is  in  re a lity  p ro p e r to  th is  o r  th a t D iv in e  P e rs o n . A ll o p e ra *  

t io n s  o f  th e  G o d h e a d  th u s  te rm in a te d  a re  c o m m o n  to  th e  th re e  
P e rs o n s . N e v e rth e le s s , b y  re a s o n  o f th e  p e rs o n a l c h a ra c te r­
is tic  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t, w h ic h  is  lo v e , th o s e  o p e ra tio n s  o f  G o d  

in  th e  w o rld in w h ic h  lo v e is s p e c ia lly  m a n ife s te d , a re a t­
tr ib u te d  to  th e  th ird  P e rso n , a s if  H e  a lo n e  w e re  th e ir c a u se .

T h u s i t is th a t th e  m y s te ry  o f  th e  In c a rn a tio n  o f  th e  S o n  
o f G o d , in  w h ic h  th e  lo v e o f G o d to w a rd s m a n  s h in e s fo r th  
w ith  s u c h  tra n s c e n d e n t lu s tre , is a s c r ib e d  to  th e  H o ly  G h o s t 
a s to  i ts e f f ic ie n t c a u s e . “ T h e H o ly G h o s t s h a ll c o m e u p o n  
th e e ”  w a s th e  A n g e l ’s re p ly  to M a ry ’s q u e ry  a s  to  h o w  h is  
w o rd w a s to b e a c c o m p lis h e d , a n d  w e a re  w o n t to s a y  o f  
h e r D iv in e S o n , th a t H e w a s c o n c e iv e d b y  th e o p e ra tio n  o f  
th e  H o ly  G h o s t.

S o , in  l ik e  m a n n e r, th e  w h o le  o rd e r  o f  g ra c e  is a ttr ib u te d  
to  th e  th ird  P e rs o n  o f th e  e v e r B le s se d  T rin ity . H e is “ th e  
S p ir it o f th e a d o p tio n  a s o f s o n s , w h e re b y  w e c ry : A b b a , 
F a th e r,” a n d s a n c tify in g g ra c e , w h ic h m a k e s u s c h ild re n ,  
b e in g  a  p a r tic ip a tio n  o f  th e  D iv in e  N a tu re , is  p o u re d  a b ro a d  
in  o u r  h e a r ts , to g e th e r  w ith  d iv in e  c h a r ity , b y  th e  H o ly  G h o s t 

w h o  is g iv e n  to  u s .
I f th e n , in  th e se  p a g e s , w e c la im  fo r M a ry  th e e x a lte d  

rô le  o f u n iv e rs a l d is tr ib u te r  o f g ra c e , w e a re  n o t a s su re d ly  
a s c r ib in g  to  h e r a fu n c tio n  th a t is th e p e c u lia r p re ro g a tiv e  
o f th e  D iv in e  S p ir it . T h e  H o ly  G h o s t is th e  A u th o r  o f  g ra c e , 
i ts p h y s ic a l a n d e f f ic ie n t c a u se . H e is th e  “ F a th e r o f th e  
p o o r ,”  w ith o u t w h o s e la rg e s s w e s h o u ld  a ll b e p o o r in d e e d ,  
a n d  u tte r ly  d e s ti tu te . H e  is  th e  “ G iv e r  o f  g if ts ,”  f ro m  w h o m  
d e s c e n d s u p o n u s e v e ry  g o o d a n d p e rfe c t g if t , a n d w h o is  
H im se lf , in  fa c t , th e b e s t o f a ll g if ts , th e  m o st d e lig h tfu l  
G u e s t o f th e  s o u l, a n d  i ts s w e e te s t C o m fo r te r .

M a ry , o n  h e r  p a r t , is  th e  c h a n n e l th ro u g h  w h ic h  a ll g ra c e  
m u s t f lo w  in  u p o n  th e  s o u ls o f m e n . S h e is h o w e v e r s o m e ­
th in g  m o re , fa r  m o re , th a n  a  m e re  in e r t in s tru m e n t o f  G o d ’s  
b o u n tie s to w a rd s u s . S h e h e rs e lf is fu ll o f  g ra c e , a n d  f ro m  
th e b o s o m  o f h e r D iv in e S p o u s e s h e h a s im b ib e d , in o v e r ­
f lo w in g  m e a s u re , o f H is  b o u n d le ss lo v e  fo r a ll m a n k in d , a n d  
is e v e r a c tiv e to  p ro c u re  fo r e a c h a n d  e v e ry  o n e  o f u s , b y  
fe rv e n t a n d c e a s e le ss in te rc e ss io n , s u c h h e a v e n ly g if ts a s  
m a y  a s su re  to  u s  th e  e v e r la s tin g  in d w e llin g  in  o u r  h e a r ts  o f  
th e H o ly  S p ir it, to g e th e r w ith  th e  F a th e r  a n d  th e  S o n , a n d  
th a t e n d le s s l ife  w h ic h  is  i ts  b le ss e d  f ru it.



CH APTER ΧΙΠ

TH E UNIVERSAL MEDIATION OF MARY 
r

That Mary is our Mediatr ix in  all that ap ­

per tain s to salvation , we have seen  in  the fore­

goin g chapters. To her we owe it that an in ­

fin ite store of heaven ly grace has been laid  

up for  us th rough  the m erits of the Redeem er, 

her Divin e Son . Mary’s han ds are busy 

too distribu ting the graces, which J esus has 

am assed . But can  we state with  cer tain ty just  

how far the dispen sation of divin e grace has 

been  com m itted to her?

To be sure, it is com m on ly said , in  the lan ­

guage of St. Bern ard, that it is God ’s will that  

we should have all th ings th rough Mary. But  

is th is pious exaggeration , or  is  it  literal tru th?

Obviously there is a sen se in which we  

have all th ings th rough her , for th rough her  

we have J esus, an d  the gift of J esus in cludes 

all others ; because all good th in gs, absolutely 

without exception , are bestowed  upon  us on ly 

in  view of the m erits of J esus.

But th is is n ot the popular un derstand in g 

of the axiom , gen erally received , that all good  

75
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th ings com e to us th rough  Mary's han ds. The 

idea that is curren t everywhere am ong the 

faith fu l represen ts Mary as at every m om en t  

in teresting herself in our behalf in heaven , 

an d  procur ing for  us by her  actual in tercession  

all the graces whereby we hope to attain  sal­

vation . H er  cooperation  in  the m atter  of grace 

is n ot a th in g of the past, but an  ever presen t 

consolin g fact, an d Mary in heaven is the 

chan n el by which all Christ’s favors descend  

upon  us, even  as it  is th rough  her , an d  in  un ion  

with  her , that durin g H is m ortal life H e won  

for  us whatever t itle we have to H is gifts an d  

graces.

Eviden tly there is question here on ly of 

gifts of the supern atural order , an d of such  

th ings in gen eral as m ay con tribu te to the 

salvation  of our  sou ls. For  Christ H im self did  

n ot com e to put us in possession of m ere 

ear th ly r iches, or hon ors, or pleasures, but to 

lead us to the Kin gdom  of God. Besides, the 

phraseology itself com m on ly expresses th is 

lim itation . For  we say that  Mary is the chan nel 

of God’s grace, an d the Mother of divine 

grace.

What  is then  the value of the axiom  which  

we are consider in g? Does the belief in  Mary’s 

un iversal m ediation rest upon a soun d theo­



Ou r  La d y  Me d i a t r i x  o f  Al l  Gr a c e s 77

logical basis, or is it an opin ion that m ay be 

safely rejected  as lackin g solid  proof, an d  ap ­

pealing to sen tim en t rather than to reason?  

We shall un der take, in the presen t chapter , 

to show that it is abundan tly suppor ted by 

argum en ts drawn  from  Catholic trad it ion , an d  

confirm ed  by H oly Scrip ture, an d , in  doin g so, 

we shall avail ourselves of the brief sum m ary, 

which  is presen ted  by the writer  in  the Civiltà  

Cattolica, to whom reference has been m ade 

in  our  preface, an d  who h im self acknowledges 

h is in debtedn ess to Father Terr ien , S. J ., an d  

h is great work,“La Mere de Dieu et des  

H om m es.”

An d  first  of all, m an y t it les are ascribed  to 

our Blessed  Lady by the piety of the faith fu l 

in every clim e, which , str ictly speakin g, are 

applicable on ly to Christ, the divin e Mediator. 

It  is  of H im  that  they are spoken  in  H oly Writ, 

an d it is to H im  that they are attr ibu ted by 

the teach in g of the Catholic Church . An d  yet  

hun dreds upon hun dreds of t im es, from  the 

rem otest periods, we find them  applied to the 

Blessed Virgin in liturgical hym ns, in hom i­

lies, in pan egyr ics, in a word , in all sor ts of 

com positions in MaryX hon or, even am on g 

the Greek an d orien tal sch ism atics, so lon g 

separated  from  the Church .
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All are fam iliar with the rem arkable lan ­

guage of the Salve Regina, in which Mary is 

saluted  by the faith fu l of all lands as “our  life, 

our sweetn ess, an d our hope.” Elsewhere she 

is the light, that en ligh ten s the whole world ; 

the living fount of im m ortality, of all graces 

an d  holin ess  ; or  the true vine, the fer t ile vin e, 

ever in bloom , an d laden with grapes, which  

brin g heaven ly joy.

She is the breath of Christian s, the root of 

liberty, restored by her to the hum an race. 

Better still, she is the cause of salvation, the 

m other of un iversal salvation , the salvation  

of the world , the salvation  of all m en  even  to 

the en ds of the ear th . She is the com m on  

source of our happin ess, of our ren ovation , in  

a word of all blessin gs; the repairer an d re­

storer of the hum an  fam ily, the redem ption of 

m ortals  : th rough  whom  we have passed from  

death to life, from darkn ess to won derfu l 

ligh t. She is the royal bridge un itin g heaven  

an d ear th , the hope of Christian s, an d their  

only hope; our refuge an d our stren gth .

These t it les are given to Mary again an d  

again , in all lan guages, an d un der every va ­

r iety of form . They are to be un derstood as 

is eviden t from  the con text and from other  

circum stances, on ly in  a secondary sen se, an d  
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are applied to her with depen dence on her  

Son .

An d what do we thence conclude? That  

Mary, th rough her association with . J esus in  

H is office of Mediator an d Redeem er, par ­

takes, in a m easure quite in com m unicable to 

an y other , of all that is in cluded in  the above 

an d sim ilar t it les, when un derstood of Our  

Saviour H im self. The whole Church  then  re­

gards her , an d has ever regarded her , as our  

Mediatr ix; an d as the expression s, or for ­

m ulas, used are n ot in an y sen se restr ictive, 

she is our un iversal Mediatr ix, n ot on ly for  

the acquisition , but also for the distr ibu tion  

of graces. In other words, Mary’s part in  the 

work of our  salvation , though  on ly secon dary, 

is n o less gen eral, n o less exten sive, than that  

of Christ her  Son .

An other class of testim on ies to the tra­

ditional view, accordin g to which  n o grace is 

accorded to an yone except th rough Mary, is 

drawn  from  what  is taugh t  by theologian s an d  

Fathers of the Church respectin g the position  

which she occupies in the m ystical body of 

Christ. Christ is the H ead, the faith fu l are the 

m em bers, Mary is the neck. For, as in the 

physical body all m ovem en t an d sen sation  is 

com m unicated  from  the head  to the other  por ­
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t ions of the organ ism on ly by m ean s of the 

n eck, so, in the Church of Christ , all sp ir itu ­

al gifts proceed in g from Christ m ust pass 

th rough Mary’s han ds before reach in g the 

body of the faith fu l.

“Christ,” says the distin gu ished an d sain t­

ly Card inal Bellarm in e, “is the H ead of the 

Church , an d Mary is its neck. All gifts, all 

graces, all heaven ly in fluences descen d from  

Christ, as from  the H ead, by m ean s of Mary, 

as the n eck, to the body of the Church ; an d  

as, in  the hum an  body, there is m ore than  on e 

han d , m ore than on e arm , m ore than on e 

shoulder , m ore than  on e foot, so in  the Church  

there are m any apostles, m an y m artyrs, m any 

con fessors, m any virgin s, m an y widows; but  

there is on ly on e Son  of God, an d  on e alon e is 

the Mother of God. Oh, un happy they who  

do  n ot  recogn ize, do n ot ven erate such  a  n eck  ! 

For just as a lim b, if it wished to receive the 

wholesom e in fluen ces that  flow from  the head , 

but scorn ed to receive them  th rough  the n eck, 

would wither and die, so they who desire to 

have life an d grace from  Christ, but do n ot  

wish  to have them  th rough  Mary, rem ain , an d  

will forever rem ain , parched an d hun gry.”

A fu r ther argum ent in favor of Mary’s 

un iversal m ediation m ay be deduced from
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such  com m on  form ulas as  proclaim  that  “there 

is  n o salvation  except th rough  Mary/ ’ an d  that  

“to im plore God’s favors in depen den tly of 

Mary is to wish  to fly without win gs,” a form  

of expression em ployed by St. An ton inus of 

Floren ce, echoing perhaps the though t of the 

poet Dante, as found  in  the 38 th can to of the 

Paradiso. For , if Mary is n ot the Mediatrix, 

th rough whose han ds all graces m ust pass, 

then  it is n ot im possible to obtain  grace, an d  

hen ce salvation , without having recourse to 

her . f

Space does n ot pen n it us to accum ulate 

particu lar passages from the Fathers an d  

theologian s of the Church in suppor t of the 

thesis which we are uphold in g, an d we m ust  

refer those of our readers who desire to ex­

am ine them , to such  au thorit ies as Fr. Terr ien , 

S. J ., in h is great work, “La Mere de Dieu et  

des H om m es,” Part Π , as well as to other  

au thors who, like h im , have discussed  the sub­

ject at length . We shall on ly observe here 

that the question was n ot raised by Catholic 

writers, n or  treated  by them  ex professo, un til 

after  the fifteen th  cen tury, an d  hen ce although  

there is n ot wan tin g an abundan ce of testi­

m on ies even  from  the ear liest  ages, it is ch iefly 

in  m ore recen t t im es, that is, from  the seven - 
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teen th cen tury on , that we fin d the doctr ine 

set forth in express term s, and with en tire  

theological precision .

We cann ot however  forbear in serting here 

a m ost explicit an d str ikin g testim ony to 

Mary’s un iversal m ediation from  a discourse 

of the eloquen t St. Germ an us, Patr iarch of 

Con stan tin ople, who flourished ear ly in the 

eigh th  cen tury. “As for us,” he says, address­

in g Our Lady, “far rem oved from  God, am id  

the m ultitude of our sin s, it is th rough thee 

that we have sough t God  an d  found  H im , an d  

fin d in g H im  have been  saved . For  thy protec­

t ion , O Mother of God, is m ighty un to sal­

vation , an d  n eeds n o other in term ediary with  

God. Truly, thy boun ty has n o lim its, thy pro­

tection  is n ever  weary; thy favors are without  

n um ber . For  n o on e is saved , un less th rough  

thee, 0  all holy; n o on e is delivered  from  h is 

ills, save th rough  thee, O im m aculate  ; n o on e 

obtain s an y gift , un less th rough thee, O all- 

pure ; n o on e receives m ercy an d grace, un less  

th rough thee, O all-ven erable! Wherefore, 

who will fail to call thee blessed? Who will 

fail to exalt thee, if n ot as he should , at least  

with h is whole hear t? Thee, rep lete with  

glory; thee, filled  with beatitude; thee, great  

an d adm irable, who hast received from  thy
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Son an d God so m any great gifts; thee, who 

on that accoun t ar t praised by all gen era ­

t ions!” (Serm on on Mary’s Gird le, Mign e, 

XCVm , 38 0 .)

An d in deed , when we reflect that the ac­

quisition  of grace an d its distr ibu tion , as has 

been  already observed , m ake up on e an d the 

sam e com plete work, we see how fit tin g it is 

that Mary should  cooperate in  both  its parts in  

the sam e m an n er , that is, quite un iversally. 

The work of redem ption , from  star tin g poin t  

to com pletion , that is, from  the In carnation  

to the m om ent when  it reaches the in d ividual 

sou l, is an  un in terrupted  stream , which  should  

in  con sequence flow always th rough the sam e 

chan n els.

It would  seem  in  fact to be for  the purpose  

of rem ovin g an y un cer tain ty on  th is head , that  

the in sp ired text itself presen ts Mary to us as 

associated with our Blessed Redeem er in the 

dispen sin g of H is m ost signal favors. An d  

first of all, we see her takin g a con spicuous 

part in  the san ctification of the Baptist . It is 

J esus, to be sure, who is the prim ary cause of 

the won derfu l effect produced in  the sou l of 

the yet  un born  in fan t, but it is at the soun d of 

Mary’s voice that  h is san ctification  is effected , 

an d that both he an d Elizabeth , h is m other , 

Γ
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are filled with  the H oly Ghost. Mary then  is 

plain ly in d icated , in  the in sp ired  word , as the 

in stillm en t em ployed by the Redeem er of 

m an kin d for the sp iritual regen eration  of H is 

holy Precursor, the first m arvel wrough t by 

Our Lord in  the in ter ior realm  of sou ls.

Sim ilar ly, she appears as Mediatr ix in  the 

first of H is m iracles in  the physical order. For  

it was at her suggestion an d prayer that her  

Son chan ged the water in to win e at the wed ­

din g-feast  in  Can a  of Galilee, m anifesting thus 

H is glory, an d win n in g the whole-hearted al­

legian ce of H is discip les.

Now it  is en tirely in  keepin g with  the prac­

t ice of the in sp ired  writers, of the New Testa­

m en t especially, rather to h in t at what m ay 

be deduced , than n eedlessly to m ultip ly ex­

plicit statem en t, where at least the in ference 

is obvious en ough to such as are sp iritual- 

m inded , an d  able to pen etrate beyon d  the dry 

husk of the let ter . In  the presen t  in stan ce, the 

plain in feren ce is that Mary, who is thus pre­

sen ted  to us as Mediatr ix on  the first two oc­

casion s on  which  her  Divin e Son  signally dis­

plays H is power for the advan tage of m an ­

kin d, will always have her place beside H im  

when ever  there is question  of the distr ibu tion  

of H is favors or of drawin g sou ls to H im .
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God ’s gifts are without repen tance, an d  

havin g on ce given J esus to us th rough  Mary, 

“that order ,” as Bossuet rem arks, “is n ot sub­

ject to chan ge. It is, an d it will always be 

true, that havin g received  th rough  her  charity 

the un iversal princip le of grace, we shall also 

receive th rough  her  m ediation  its varied  appli­

cation s in  all the differen t states of which  the 

Christian life is com posed .”

The sam e truth , so hon orable to Our  Lady, 

an d  so consolin g to her  ch ild ren , is also clear ­

ly taugh t  by the Suprem e Pontiffs them selves, 

who, without actually defin ing it as of faith , 

have open ly in cu lcated it in var ious docu ­

m en ts addressed  to the flock of Christ. Thus 

Pius IX, in  h is en cyclical let ter , Ubi prim um , 

addressed to the Bishops of the whole Catho­

lic world , speaks as follows  :

“You  well kn ow, Ven erable Brothers, that  

the whole m otive of our  confiden ce lies in  the 

holy Virgin , seein g that God has bestowed  

upon her the fu lness of every good th ing; so 

that if there is in  us an y hope, an y grace, an y 

safety, we kn ow that it is all derived from  

Mary. Such is the will of H im , who has  

willed that we should  have all th in gs th rough  

Mary.” In like m an n er , Leo XH I, in h is en ­

cyclical, Jucunda (18 94), approves the opin ­
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ion of St. Bern ard ine of Sien na, to the effect  

that God  dispen ses all h is graces th rough  her .

An d Pius X, in h is en cyclical, Ad diem  

ilium , of the 2n d February, 190 4, in which  

he treats at length  of Mary’s un iversal m edia ­

t ion , deducing it from her sp ir itual m other ­

hood in our regard , says as follows  λ

“By th is com m un ity of suffer ing an d  iden ­

t ity of will between J esus an d Mary, she  

m erited to becom e m ost deserved ly the Re­

pairer of the ru in of the world , an d con se­

quen tly the Dispenser of all the gifts, which  

J esus procured for us by H is death an d by 

H is precious Blood .”

Finally, Pope Ben edict XV, writin g to the 

Director of the Perpetual Rosary in Italy, 

recom m en ded that fam iliar form of prayer , 

as “addressed to her , th rough whom it has  

pleased God that all graces should com e to 

us.” The sam e Pontiff also gran ted to the 

episcopacy of Belgium , an d  to as m any others  

as requested the favor , the privilege of re­

citin g the Mass an d Office of “Mary, Medi­

atr ix of all Graces.”

We have thus the au thor ity of H oly Scrip­

ture, the constan t trad it ion of the Church , 

an d the utteran ces of the Suprem e Pon t iffs , 

all on the side of th is great prerogative of
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our Blessed Lady, which is n ot assailed per ­

haps by a sin gle theologian of n ote either of 

our day, or in  the past, an d whose outspoken  

cham pion s are growin g in n um ber from  day 

to day.

As a sor t of corollary to what precedes  

we m ay-add  that, in  the actual order of Provi­

den ce, n o supern atural favor is gran ted to 

an yon e, un less th rough the concurren ce of a  

th reefold  will. It m ust be willed , in the first  

place, by God H im self, who is the Author of 

all graces. It m ust be solicited , in the second  

place, by Christ , the on e Mediator, who ob­

tains what H e asks th rough H is own m erits, 

an d as a m atter  of str ict justice. In the th ird  

place, there m ust be added the in tercession  

of Mary, whose prayer  will n ever be rejected , 

because it is God ’s design to hon or her by 

associatin g her with her Son in the distr ibu ­

t ion of H is gifts.

There are thus th ree steps that m ust be 

taken  in every prayer , an d Pope Leo XIII, in  

h is en cyclical of Septem ber 8 th , 18 94, apply­

in g th is princip le to the Rosary, says : “In  the 

recitation  of the Rosary, we pause m ore readi­

ly, so to say, an d m ore at len gth , on  the first  

of these steps. We repeat the An gelical Salu ­

tat ion , decade after  decade, as if to clim b  with  
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m ore assuran ce the two rem ain in g steps, 

whereby we go th rough Christ to God, the 

Father .

‘Our prayer is im perfect an d feeble, it  

n eeds a prop to suppor t it , an d in sp ire confi­

den ce. H en ce we address to Mary the sam e 

greeting m an y t im es over , en treating her to 

pray to God  for  us, and  to speak in  our n am e. 

Our words will fin d favor an d credit with  

God, if they have her prayers to recom m end  

them . For it is to her that God extends th is 

in vitation  so fu ll of love  : ‘Let  thy voice sound  

in  m in e ears, for  thy voice is sweet? ”



CH APTER XIV

WH AT IS MEANT BY “ALL GRACES”

Accord in g to the teach in g of the Sovereign  

Pontiff, Pius X, in h is en cyclical, Ad diem  

ilium , (2 Feb. 190 4), Mary, by her un ion of 

will with her Divine Son , m erited to becom e 

“the Dispenser of all the gifts which  J esus pro­

cured  for  us by H is death  an d  precious Blood.” 

An d Leo ΧΠ Ι had previously taugh t, approv­

in g the opin ion of St. Bernardin e of Sien n a, 

an d lend in g to it the weigh t of h is apostolic 

au thor ity, that “God dispenses all His graces 

th rough  her .” J ust how Mary is the dispen ser  

or distr ibu ter of God ’s gifts, we shall see in  

a fu tu re chapter, but a question arises as to 

what is m ean t precisely, n ot by the word all, 

but by the word which  it qualifies.

There are som e writers, it  is true, who hesi­

tate to attr ibu te absolu te  un iversality to Mary’s 

actual in terven tion  in  the distribu tion  of grace, 

but, as it would seem , for m otives which  are 

far  from  stron g, or  which  m ight  be urged  with  

equal force again st an y sor t of un iversality in

89
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her m ediation . It seem s m ore in conform ity 

with sound logic to take the texts an d argu ­

m en ts in favor of Mary’s un iversal in terces­

sion in their fu llest bread th an d in all their  

bearin g, as posit ively exclud in g an y lim itation  

or exception .

This, however, does n ot settle for us the 

question as to what is com prised in the term  

gifts or  graces. Pope Pius X, in  the en cyclical 

let ter just referred to, deduces Mary’s un i­

versal in terven tion  in  the distribu tion  of God ’s 

gifts to us, from her sp ir itual Motherhood . 

Now Mary is our Mother in  order to give us 

the supern atural life, to n ourish an d foster  

that life with in us, an d to bring us litt le by 

litt le to our  fu ll sp iritual growth . It is the on e 

purpose of her  sp iritual Motherhood  in  our re­

gard , an d hen ce we m ay n ot con clude from  

th is relation sh ip in which she stan ds to us, 

that she has power to procure for us gifts or  

favors, which  do n ot  in  som e way or  other  con ­

tr ibu te to our  supern atural life.

Does it follow from  th is that it is useless 

to apply to her for m ater ial favors? Or is it  

n ot rather  the daily exper ien ce of the faith fu l 

that Mary does in deed actively in terest her ­

self in  their tem poral affairs? Was it n ot so 

at the weddin g feast of Cana, when she ob ­
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tain ed for the guests at table the m iracu lous  

gift of an  abun dance of win e? An d does n ot 

H oly Church  herself teach  us  to appeal to God  

th rough Mary for bodily health , for rain or  

sun sh in e accord ing to our n eed , an d other  

ear th ly blessin gs? What  again  of the n um ber­

less m iracu lous cures effected  th rough  her in ­

tercession at Lourdes, an d at others of Our  

Lady’s sh r ines?

But  tem poral favors  m ust  always be prayed  

for with the proviso that they would , if 

gran ted , prove conducive to God ’s hon or an d  

the good  of sou ls. If they have n o conn ection  

with  these, they do n ot  com e with in  the sphere 

of Mary’s in fluen ce, an d it would be id le to 

ask her to in terven e.

The m ost precious of God ’s gifts is grace. 

As the au thor of the Im itation  of Christ says 

so beau tifu lly, it is “the proper m ark of the 

elect .” Earth ly r iches God  bestows often , even  

lavish ly, upon  H is en em ies, but to H is fr ien ds 

H e gives grace, an d the stron ger the fr iend ­

sh ip the greater the grace. To Mary H e gave 

it in such m easure that the An gel who an ­

n ounced to her the m ystery of the In carn a­

t ion , salu ted her  as “fu ll of grace.” For as St  

J erom e says, “to others it  is given  by par ts, but  

on Mary the whole fu lness of grace was at  
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on ce poured  out.” An d  as he says again  : “The 

fu ln ess of all the grace that is in  Christ, cam e 

upon Mary, though  in  a  differen t way.”

But  grace is twofold , san ctifying or  habitu ­

al grace, and actual or transien t grace. Of 

these the form er  is the n obler. It is like a  sec­

on d n ature, raisin g us above ourselves to a  

share in  the divin e n ature. It is called  for  that  

reason  the grace of the adoption  as of children. 

Actual grace, on  the other hand is n ot a per ­

m an en t gift, but is offered  or  actually given  to  

us, on ly as we n eed it for the overcom in g of 

tem ptation , an d for the fu lfilm en t of the 

duties of our state. It consists in  ligh t for the 

m in d, an d in sp iration  for the will, im pellin g 

it to act, an d strengthen in g an d supportin g it  

in  the act

Now it is ch iefly these actual graces that  

we have in  m in d, when  we say that all graces 

com e to us th rough Mary’s han ds. Not that  

we would  den y our  in debtedness to her  for  the 

gift  of san ctifyin g grace itself ; rather we owe 

th is to her on  m ore than on e accoun t. If she 

is our Mother , she is so in  order to im par t to  

us the life of the sp ir it, and by her watch fu l 

an d loving care gradually to effect our com ­

plete sp ir itual form ation . But our super­

n atural life consists in  sanctifyin g grace, an d  
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our growth in  th is is the m easure of the de­

velopm ent in  us of the life of the sou l.

Again , our sp ir itual bir th im plies, in the 

presen t order , our in corporation with J esus, 

with  whom  hen ceforth  we form  but on e m oral 

bein g, receiving from  H im , as m em bers from  

their  head , all that appertain s to the form ation  

in  us of Christ. Mary then , in  the very act of 

con sen tin g to becom e the Mother of J esus, 

consen ts to becom e the Mother of all who are 

to form  par t of Christ 's m ystical body. She  

thus cooperates in our sp ir itual bir th , an d as 

th is is effected by san ctifying grace, we are 

in debted  to her  for  the lat ter , n o less than  for  

the m an ifold actual or  transien t graces at an y 

t im e conferred upon  us.

H owever, in attr ibu tin g all graces to  

Mary's actual in terven tion  in our behalf, we 

m ake n o distin ction  between  the var ious kin ds 

of grace, regardin g them all m erely in their  

com m on  aspect, as supern atural or gratu itous  

gifts of God. These, we say, without excep ­

t ion , are bestowed  upon  us th rough  Mary's in ­

tercession .

True, the Sacram en ts of the Church  in fal­

libly produce habitual grace in the sou ls of 

those who receive them  with  the requisite dis­

posit ions, an d  they are the divin ely appoin ted  
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m ean s for com m unicatin g grace to m en . So 

that Mary*s actual in terven tion  m igh t here ap­

pear superfluous. On the other han d , the im ­

pulse itself to receive the Sacram en ts is a  

gratu itous gift of God, an d hen ce like all 

others com es th rough Mary, while the prepa­

ration for receiving the Sacram en ts, as well 

as their worthy reception , im plies often a  

ser ies of graces, of which  Mary is  the un iversal 

in term ediary. Or it m ay be question , say, of 

the baptism  of in fan ts, in capable of disposin g 

them selves, or of like cases, when  n ot the re­

cip ien t h im self, but som e on e else has secured  

for h im  the ben efit of the Sacram en t. H ere 

too, there was n eed of various actual graces 

to in cite the respon sible agen t to do h is par t, 

an d to aid  h im  in  the carrying out of h is pious 

purpose, an d these are the direct fru it of 

Mary 's prayer .

Again every salu tary act m erits, in the 

str ict  sen se of the word , an  in crease of sancti­

fyin g grace, for  on e who is already in  the state 

of grace, an d it m igh t be asked what room  is 

left for Mary’s in terven tion , when , in the 

n ature of the case, said  in crease is already as­

sured . But the an swer is clear : the salu tary 

act itself presupposes for  its perform an ce cer ­

tain actual supernatural helps, an d these are 
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n ot accorded except th rough the in tercession  

of Mary.

In the foregoing paragraphs our aim  has  

been  to show that from  the poin t of view of 

the ben efits which it procures for us, there is 

n o solid  m otive for  lim itin g the un iversality of 

Mary’s m ediation , which we suppose to have 

been established in the preced ing chapters. 

In that which im m ediately follows we shall 

in qu ire how far  it is un iversal with  respect to 

the person s ben efited .



CH APTER XV

TO WH OM DOES MARY’S MEDIATION  

EXTEND?

Our Divine Lord is the Redeem er of all 

m ankin d . By H is death on  the Cross H e paid  

the debt of the whole hum an  race, an d  n o on e 

is recon ciled to the Father un less th rough  

H im . The aton em en t which H e offered for  

the sin s of m en was accepted by God in ad ­

van ce, in favor of those who lived an d died  

before the com in g of their Deliverer, an d  

hen ce before the actual paym ent of their  

ran som . But  in  the whole work of the redem p ­

t ion  Christ  has associated  H is Blessed  Mother  

with H im self arctissim o et indissolubili vin­

culo, that is to say, by a close an d in d issoluble 

bon d . The redem ption has n ot been accom ­

plished without her cooperation , an d they 

who are its ben eficiaries, whether they lived  

before the bir th  of Christ or  sin ce, are all in ­

debted to Mary for th is cooperation , which  

has m ade her  the Mother of all the redeem ed.

When  however we affirm  that Mary is the

96
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dispenser of all God ’s graces, we go still 

far ther , an d say that she actually in terven es  

with H im in order to obtain for us, by her  

prayers, every gift, without exception , that is 

con ferred  upon  us  th rough  the m erits of Christ  

for the salvation of our sou ls. H ere a n ew 

question presen ts itself. Can we un derstand  

th is un iversal in tercession of Mary as em ­

bracin g, in  its  fu ll exten t, even  those who lived  

an d died during the long period of expecta­

t ion , which preceded the com in g of the Mes- 

sias? Would th is n ot im ply that in her life­

t im e, Mary kn ew every in d ividual sou l of all 

the ages past, an d was cogn izan t at the sam e 

t im e of all their n eeds, an d was able thus to 

ask for each in par ticu lar all the helps which  

it was in the providen ce of God to bestow 

upon it?

Certain ly, our Divin e Saviour, even as 

Man , kn ew every hum an sou l, an d all the 

wan ts of each , an d  every on e, an d  every grace 

that H is sacred Passion was to win  for  them . 

But we have by n o m ean s the sam e assuran ce  

in the case of our Blessed Lady. It m ay be  

that at certain  m om ents in  her life God  m ade  

them  kn own  to her , an d that she was thus en ­

abled to ask for all m en in d ividually the 

graces that were specially adapted to their  



9 8 Ou r  La d y  Me d i a t r i x  o f  Al l  Gr a c e s

n eeds. It  is  an  opin ion  for  which  som e weigh ty 

au thor ities  m igh t  be quoted , but still it is on ly 

an  opin ion , an d  on e m ay m ain tain  the un iver­

sal in tercession of Mary without subscribin g 

to it . For Mary, by un iting her prayer with  

that of her Divin e Son , as she un doubtedly 

did , asked and obtain ed , without kn owin g 

them distin ctly, each an d every grace be­

stowed in ages past th rough the passion an d  

death of Christ. As Father de la Broise ob ­

serves, if I ask of a r ich m an assistan ce for  

the in habitan ts of a  devastated  town  to be dis­

tr ibu ted accord ing to the n eeds of each , I am  

really the m oral cause of the aid  apportion ed  

to each in d ividual, even though I kn ow n ot, 

an d m ay n ever kn ow the in d ividual or h is 

wants.

Nor would th is “general an d im plicit , but  

in d istin ct , kn owledge  of the graces obtained ,” 

to quote from  the sam e pious an d learn ed  

au thor, “reduce Our Lady’s m ediation to the 

rank of a m ediation  m erely rem ote. The head  

of a  state, who, by h is sign ature, gran ts all the 

favors com prised in a list, bestows them on  

the var ious in d ividuals im m ediately an d prox­

im ately, even if he has n ot read their n am es. 

H is collective will reaches each term of the 

collection .”
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As for ourselves, an d all who have lived  

sin ce the apostolic age, the un iversal in ter­

cession of Mary, that is to say, her actual in ­

terven tion in every grace bestowed upon us, 

presen ts less ser ious difficu lties. For if we 

were n ot  kn own  distinctly by our  Blessed  Lady 

durin g her  lifetim e here on earth , as we m ay 

well have been by special revelation , we cer­

tain ly are kn own  to her at presen t, an d have  

been so ever sin ce her glor ious Assum ption  

in to heaven . Mary, as the un iversal Media­

tr ix of the hum an race, kn ows all that con ­

cerns the work of salvation , in which the di­

vin e will has in separably associated her with  

her  Son . Besides  the kn owledge then  of every 

in d ividual sou l, she m ust also kn ow all that  

would serve to advance or retard it on the 

way to heaven . She is thus able to in terven e 

in  our  behalf at every m om en t, n ot on ly with  

the deepest an d tenderest affection , but also 

with the clearest in telligen ce of our n eeds.

No other Sain t exer ts such un iversal in ­

fluen ce in  the affair of our  salvation , as Mary, 

the Mother of God. No won der then if n o 

other  has a  like un derstan d ing of our  m iseries, 

or  is in  a  posit ion  to render  us on  all occasion s 

t im ely and efficacious assistan ce. We m ay 

in deed address ourselves to the Sain ts for
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favors of var ious kin ds, but our prayer m ust  

always pass th rough Mary’s han ds if it is to 

reach  the th ron e of grace, an d draw down  the 

divin e blessing upon  us. Does it n ot seem  then  

that , just as it m ust en hance the value of our  

prayers to m ake explicit m en tion , when we 

pray, of H im  whose m erits are the source of 

all our hope, so too, our petition s will surely 

be m ore prom ptly an d m ore fu lly gran ted , if 

in  m aking them  we are n ot un m in dfu l of her  

without whose in terven tion n o prayer is ac­

cepted by her Son ?

I



CH APTER XVI

TH E CH URCH AT MARY’S FEET

In  h is accoun t of the extraordin ary vision  

gran ted to h im on the island of Patm os, the 

Beloved Discip le tells us that “a great sign  

appeared in heaven : a Wom an clothed with  

the sun , an d the m oon  un der her feet, an d on  

her head a crown of twelve stars” (Apoc. 12. 

1). If in the Wom an here descr ibed we see, 

as un doubted ly we should see, a str ikin g im ­

age of the Virgin  Mother of God, the attitude 

of the Church  toward Mary is adm irably ex­

pressed by the sym bol of the m oon  un der  the 

Wom an ’s feet.

The attitude is that of a supplian t—a sup ­

plian t who is forever en treatin g Mary to use 

her  good offices in  favor  of her  ch ildren  ; for ­

ever  im plor in g her  to in terpose in  their  behalf 

with H im  who has en veloped her with H is 

ligh t an d H is glory, an d has poured out upon  

her  the whole fu lness of H is grace. An d is it  

n ot, in fact , in a sp ir it of loving trustfu ln ess 
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that the faith fu l have recourse to Mary on  all 

occasion s? Is it n ot to her  that  they com m en d  

their hopes an d their fears alike? Are n ot 

their eyes upraised to her in sorrow an d in  

joy?

No prayer is so often on  their lips as the 

Hail Mary , or  Angelical Salutation. The litt le  

on es of the fold are taugh t from the first to 

join its recitation to that of the best of all 

prayers, and from  the ten derest age, to ask 

Mary’s in tercession for them  durin g life an d  

at the hour  of death . It is n ot  lon g before they 

learn  to recite the Rosary, an d to carry about  

with them  their beads, as a cher ished badge  

of devotion to the Queen of H eaven , an d a  

special pledge of her lovin g protection . In  

all their n eeds, her ch ild ren , young an d old, 

are won t to in voke her , an d , as they proclaim  

in  on e of their  favorite prayers, they are quite 

persuaded that n o on e ever sough t her in ter ­

cession in  vain

Many is the tr ium ph  that has been  won , in  

t im es of gravest dan ger for the Church an d  

for Christen dom , by the recitation  in  com m on  

of the Rosary, that efficacious form  of prayer , 

which m ust in deed be dear to Mary, as re­

m in din g her so in sisten tly of the m essage  

brough t to her  from  H eaven  by an  An gel, an d  
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of the un exam pled dign ity, which was then  

con ferred upon  her .

But it is in our day that , m ore than ever  

before, a com bined  an d  persever in g effor t has 

been  m ade to secure the peace an d  prosperity 

of H oly Church , am id calam itous t im es, 

th rough a un ited appeal to our Blessed Lady 

from  her ch ild ren , gathered together before 

the tabernacle, in  all the churches an d chapels 

of the Catholic world , an d un ited with on e 

an other in the recitation  of the beads.

It  is m any years sin ce the H oly Father, Leo  

ΧΠ Ι, in  the exercise of h is suprem e au thority 

as the visible H ead  of the Church , com m an ded  

that the en tire m on th of October should be 

thus san ctified by so rem arkable a disp lay of 

con fiden ce in the power of Mary’s in terces­

sion , an d there can be n o doubt, in the m in d  

of on e who con trasts the presen t outlook for  

the Church with  the conditions so widely pre­

valen t som e for ty or fifty years ago, that the 

con fiden ce thus shown in the Virgin Mother  

has in n o way been m isplaced .

But apart from  an y such public devotion  

of the faith fu l, as well as from  an y par ticu lar  

en actm ent of th is or  that suprem e Pontiff, we  

have in  the sacred liturgy itself, which is the 

official prayer  of the Church , m ost convin cing 
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eviden ce of the place accorded  by her  to Mary, 

as stand in g ever between the Fount of all 

grace an d m ercy an d the prayers of our af­

flicted race. The yearly calen dar shows a far  

larger n um ber of Feast-days solem n ized in  

hon or of Mary, than of an y other of the 

Blessed . They occur each m onth , an d with in  

on e an d the sam e m onth there are som etim es  

several, the Mass an d Office on  such  occasions 

bein g specially adapted to brin g out an d to 

em phasize the won derfu l prerogatives of 

Mary, an d the con fiden ce of her ch ild ren in  

her all-powerful in tercession .

But besides her own pecu liar Festivals, 

Mar/ s aid is in voked in four distinct places 

in  every Mass that is said  th roughout the year , 

an d  while a few of the greater  Sain ts are m en ­

t ioned  with  her , her  n am e is always first , an d  

its in troduction is accom pan ied with a m ore  

m arked solem nity.

Sim ilarly, in  the Divin e Office, both  at the 

beginn ing an d at the en d , as well as before 

each separate hour , the Hail Mary is recited  

along with the Our Father, even on the last  

th ree days of H oly Week, when the in vo­

cation  of the other  Sain ts is  suppressed . Twice  

also, on ce at the en d of Lauds, an d again at  

the conclusion  of the Office for  the day, when  
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they who chan t the canon ical hours are about  

to withdraw from  the choir , an an tiphon is 

sun g in hon or of our Blessed Lady, as if to 

place un der her special patron age the divin e 

praises that have just been recited , an d the 

m anifold petit ions that have been addressed  

to the th ron e of grace.

Furtherm ore, sin ce an early period in the 

Pon tificate of Pope Leo ΧΠ Ι, an d by direction  

of that great Pon tiff, so devoted to Mary, the 

priest , after  every low Mass, m ust recite alter ­

n ately with h is people th ree Hail Marys, to­

gether  with  the an tiphon , Hail, Holy Queen— 

surely a sign ifican t fact, as bearin g witn ess to 

the urgen t desire of the Church  that her ch il­

dren should always an d everywhere seek to 

com bin e the m ediation of Mary with that of 

her  Divine Son . Noth ing in deed  can  appeal to 

God with an yth in g com parable to the force 

an d efficacy of the adorable sacrifice of the 

Mass, an d yet, as though  it lacked som eth in g 

of its fu ll persuasive power, we are bidden  to 

ask Mary to supplem ent the plead in gs of the 

Precious Blood by her own earnest prayers in  

our behalf.

The practice then  of the Church  bein g the 

expression of her faith , it would seem  to fol­

low that, in depen den tly of the th ree degrees
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by which  it  m ust pass—th rough  Mary to J esus, 

an d th rough  J esus to the Father—there is n o 

in tercessory prayer available for th rowin g 

open  the treasures of divin e grace. H en ce the 

Church  is ever prostrate at the feet of Mary, 

an d her  ch ild ren , taugh t  by her  the value an d  

the n ecessity of Mary’s m ediation , bow down  

in n ever-ceasing supplication before her  

th ron e.

Other Sain ts have been  set , so to say, on  

the path  of cer tain  defin ite classes of heaven ­

ly gifts, when ce their in tercession is happily 

in voked for th is or that particular sor t of 

favor; but there is n o possible species of gift, 

n o grace of whatever kin d , but m ust pass 

th rough Mary’s han ds, if it is to reach the 

earth , an d  brin g aid  or  com for t  to som e hum an  

heart . We address ourselves then , n ow to 

on e, n ow to an other  of God ’s elect in  H eaven , 

desirin g them  to use their in fluen ce in  our  be­

half, in order to procure for us th is or that  

coveted grace, but to Mary we tu rn at every 

m om ent, an d on every occasion , persuaded  

that whatever she asks she obtain s, an d that  

she is withal n o whit less gracious than she is  

won drously r ich an d m ighty.

In  the great cathedrals that were erected  

to the hon or of God, in Catholic t im es, our  
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forefathers loved to dedicate on e of the gates  

to Mary, or at least to place her im age n ear  

that of her  Divine Son  in  the decoration  of the 

m ain  portal. Often  too, with in  the sacred  ed i­

fice, the statue of Our Lady was set up close 

to the spot where the Blessed Sacram en t was 

- reserved , or even served as a suppor t for it , 

an d , in  m ore recen t t im es, it has becom e cus­

tom ary in  m an y cathedrals to reserve the H oly 

Euchar ist at the altar  in  the Lady chapel.

What, I ask, does all th is sym bolize? What  

is the m in d of H oly Church which fin ds such  

apt expression in these outward practices? 

Surely, the dom in an t idea is that of Mary, as 

associated with  J esus, when H e calls sou ls to 

the faith an d to the Church , an d when with  

bread from  heaven H e n ourishes in  them  the 

sp ir itual life. An d if, in the represen tation s  

of Christian  ar t, quite generally, we constan t ­

ly fin d  J esus an d  Mary un ited  together , it  sure­

ly is because in  Christian  though t they are n ot  

separated, an d because Mary is ever the 

Mediatr ix th rough  whom  we m ost read ily gain  

access to J esus, an d  apart from  whom  there is 

n o approach to H im . That is why the true 

ch ildren of H oly Church are un ceasin gly at  

Mary's feet , while from  her han ds the r ich  

treasures of grace are ever descendin g upon
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them  — treasures which her Divine Son has 

am assed for them  by H is Passion an d death , 

but of which H e has m ade her the un iversal 

dispen ser .



- ---------

CH APTER XVII

IN WH AT MARY’S MEDIATION  

CONSISTS

When we affirm that Our Lord has de­

posited all H is treasures in Mary’s han ds, for  

her to distr ibu te them at pleasure; or that  

every heaven ly grace that com es to us, m ust  

pass th rough Mary’s hands, it would be pos­

sible to give too literal an in terpretation to 

our words. It is n ot with  grace as with  phys­

ical wealth , or m ater ial resources. An  ear th ­

ly poten tate m igh t in deed m ake h is m other  

the direct dispen ser of the royal alm s, com ­

m ission in g her  to han dle what she distr ibu tes, 

but such a process would scarcely be in telli­

gible on the part of a pure creature in the 

m atter of divin e grace. To distribu te it , as 

though from han d to han d , would in volve 

producin g it , an effect which is beyond the 

provin ce of an y creature; grace, whether  

habitual or actual, bein g purely supern atural, 

an d , as such , requir in g God  for  its au thor.

If then the causality which we ascr ibe to 

Mary in respect of grace is n ot physical, it
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m ust be m oral. It is by her prayer that she 

obtain s for us all m ann er of graces. H er in ­

tercession is all-powerfu l. It would avail to 

offset the plead in g in a con trary sen se, were  

such  a th in g conceivable, of the whole m ulti­

tude of the Blessed . Mary’s sligh test wish is 

law, because her Son has m ade her the dis­

penser  of all H is treasures.

It is in view of the m erits of Christ that  

H is heaven ly Father  is willin g to be recon ciled  

to m an kin d , to forget our  sin s, to pour out H is 

grace abundan tly upon  us. It is when H e be­

holds the Divin e Victim , that has been slain  

for us, an d sees H is woun ds, an d hears the 

voice of H is Blood cryin g out for pardon for  

H is breth ren , that the heart of the Father is 

m oved, that the gates of H is m ercy are un ­

locked , an d that the stream s of grace flow 

downward to bathe the ear th , an d ren der  

fru itfu l the barren  hearts of m en.

But the Lam b of God, im m olated on Cal­

vary, was offered up th rough Mary’s hands. 

H e did in deed offer H im self as the principal 

agen t, even as in H oly Mass it is H e who is  

H igh  Priest n o less than  Victim . But as in  the 

Eucharist ic Sacrifice H e is pleased to use as 

H is in strum en t a m ortal m an , so too it was 

H is will, that, as H e hun g upon  the Cross, H is 
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Mother should  be presen t at H is side, that by 

the un ion  of her will with H is, she m igh t co­

operate with H im  in H is savin g oblation .

An d so, even n ow in H eaven , while n o 

gift  is bestowed on  us by God except in  vir tue 

of the Passion  an d death  of H is Divine Son , 

the Precious Blood, the sacred woun ds of 

J esus, m ust be presen ted  to God  by Mary, an d , 

apar t  from  her  cooperation , n o grace descen ds  

to ear th , n o dew from  H eaven refreshes the 

hum an hear t, n o boun teous rain , droppin g on  

it from above, m akes it fru itfu l in salutary 

works.

In  th is the m ediation of our Blessed Lady 

m ain ly consists. She does, in deed , in tercede 

for  us in  our  var ied  n eeds, an d  her own  extra­

ordin ary grace an d m erit , her own won drous  

prerogatives, give to her  prayer  an  ir resist ible 

force an d  efficacy. She is the Mother of J esus, 

she is the glorious daugh ter of the Most H igh , 

she is the cher ished Spouse of the H oly Ghost, 

an d  as such  she can  n ever  m eet with a rebuff. 

H er sligh test wish carr ies with it a resist less 

appeal, to which the Lord of all th in gs can  

n ever  be in sensible. Yet  m ore powerfu lly still 

than even Mary’s exalted m erit does the 

Precious Blood of J esus plead for us, an d  

whatever power her prayers possess to ren -
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der God  propitious to the sin ner , all com es to 

them  from  the Passion  of Christ, her  Son .

On  the other han d , it has been the will of 

God, that from  first to last J esus, as the Vic­

t im  of atonem en t for our sin s, should be pre­

sen ted to H im  by Mary. It was so when the 

Virgin Mother gave her consen t to the divin e 

plan  of the Redem ption , as declared  to her by 

the An gel at Nazareth . It was so when she 

ratified  her  consen t at the bir th of the Saviour  

at Beth lehem , at H is Presen tation in the 

tem ple at J erusalem , an d finally as she stood  

ben eath  the Cross on  Calvary.

An d  n ow in  H eaven , when  the fruits of the 

Redem ption are applied to our  sou ls, an d the 

graces won for us by the Passion of Our  

Saviour , are distr ibu ted to the redeem ed, 

Mary “un ited  to H im  by a close an d in d issol­

uble bon d/ ’ still con tin ues her part as Media ­

tr ix in the work of our salvation , by offerin g 

to the Father the m erits of Christ, un itin g 

m ean while her prayers, an d , in a secondary 

sen se, her m erits, to the in tercession of her  

Divine Son .



CH APTER XVn i

DEGREE OF CERTAINTY OF WH AT 
PRECEDES

The n am e of second Eve, so un iversally 
accorded to Mary from  the ear liest t im es, im ­
plies on  her  part a cooperation  in the restora- 

Ît ion  of m ankin d parallel to that of Eve in  the 
fall. If then we speak in general term s of 
Mary’s cooperation in the work of the Re­
dem ption , it is un doubted ly a tru th  so closely 
con nected with faith , that it m igh t without  
difficu lty be defin ed , were an yon e disposed to 
den y it

The sam e should be said of the two par ts  
in to which that cooperation m ay be divided , 
the first em bracing Mary’s con curren ce in  the 
work of the Redeem er from  the In carn ation  
to the close of her  ear th ly days  ; the other her  
share in that sam e work sin ce her Assum p­
t ion  in to H eaven . An d surely the faith  of the 
Church is n o less explicit with reference to 
the m other ly solicitude, with which Mary 
watches over her ch ild ren n ow from  her ex- 
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alted  th ron e above, than  to the role she played  

on ear th by her consen t to the In carn ation , 

an d the constan t un ion of her will with that  

of our Divine Saviour. The latter has to do 

with  the acquisition  of grace, the form er with  

its distribution.

As for the term s Mediatrix an d m ediation, 

they are so com m on ly applied  to Mary by the 

Fathers an d by Catholic divines, that they 

eviden tly express the m in d of H oly Church , 

an d are susceptible of dogm atic defin ition . 

Besides, they do n ot really differ  in  sen se from  

cooperatrix and cooperation, although the 

lat ter  are m ore readily un derstood of the par t  

which Mary played in the work of Our Lord  

here on ear th , whereby H e paid the pen alty 

of our  sin s, an d  recon ciled  us with  the Father , 

while the form er  are m ore com m only referred  

to Mary’s in tercession in our behalf with a  

view to the distr ibu tion  of the graces won  for  

us by Christ.

Mary’s universal m ediation is taken to 

m ean  her  un iversal in tercession , which is ob ­

viously equivalen t—though a distin ction has 

been m ade—to her actual in terven tion in all 
the graces conferred on m an in view of the 

m erits of her  Son , an d  th is it  is sough t to have 

the Church  defin e.
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As yet it is on ly a pious belief, but on e 

which is gain in g in favor from day to day, 

an d which perhaps n ot a sin gle Catholic 

au thor n ow rejects. The m ore it is stud ied , 

I the m ore solid the foundation s upon  which it  

is seen  to rest , an d the m ore conform able it  

appears to Catholic trad ition  from  the outset . 

But what perhaps m ore than an yth in g else 

gives weight  to th is belief, an d  seem s decided ­

ly to raise it to a loft ier plane than that of 

m ere opin ion , is the fact that the Sovereign  

Pontiffs them selves, Leo XIII an d Pius X in  

par ticu lar , have, in docum en ts addressed to 

the whole word , proclaim ed Mary’s universal 

m ediation again an d again , declar ing with  

m uch in sistence that n o grace com es to m an ­

kin d  without  passing th rough  her  han ds.

There has been  as yet  n o form al defin ition  

of the belief as a dogm a of the faith , but  sure­

ly its em phatic an d repeated asser tion by the 

Vicar of Christ is proof en ough that it is n o 

n ew or stran ge doctr in e, n o m ere pious ex­

aggeration , but  is thorough ly in  harm on y with  

the teach in g of the Church an d worthy of 

bein g accepted by the faith fu l with  all rever ­

en ce an d  subm ission . In  fact , it is n ot easy to 

see how, in the face of such clear an d un ­

equivocal affirm ation , on e could reject the
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belief in  question  without a certain degree of 

tem erity.

Pope Pius X, in  h is En cyclical of 2n d  Feb ­

ruary, 190 4, already quoted , deduces the ac­

tual in terven tion of Mary in all the graces 

bestowed by God on m en from  her sp ir itual 

m atern ity. The latter  he proves from  the pur- * 

pose Our Lord had  in  view in  takin g to H im ­

self our  hum an  flesh . It was that H e m igh t be 

the Saviour  an d  Deliverer  of our race, an d , as 

such , the H ead of that sp iritual an d m ystical 

body, which was to be m ade up of all those 

who should  believe in  H im . An d hen ce Mary, 

who becam e H is Mother n ot m erely that the 

Son  of God  m igh t be m ade m an, but also that  

H e m igh t be the Deliverer of m an kin d , be­

cam e at on e an d the sam e t im e the n atural 

Mother of Christ an d our sp ir itual Mother .

But if Mary is our Mother , she m ust dis­

charge towards us the fun ctions of m other ­

hood . She m ust n ot on ly in terven e to con fer  

on us the supern atural life of san ctifyin g 

grace, th rough which we are in corporated  

with Christ , and m ade m em bers of H is m ys­

t ical body, but she m ust also n ourish  that life  

with in  us; hen ce she m ust likewise have part  

in those actual graces, which God does n ot
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bestow save with a view to the acquisit ion , 

preservation  an d  in crease of san ctifyin g grace. 

As for  the sp ir itual Motherhood  itself, thus 

au thor itatively attr ibu ted  to Mary by the H oly 

Father , we m ay assert , without  fear  of con tra ­

diction , that it is theologically cer tain . The  

learn ed Servite theologian , Alexis M. Lepi- 

cier , recen tly elevated to the arch iépiscopal 

dign ity, in  h is treatise on the Blessed Virgin , 

pronoun ces it a “Catholic truth , m ost closely 

conn ected with  the faith” (veritas Catholica, 

ad fidem  proxim e pertinens), an d the Civiltà 

Cattolica, quotin g h is verd ict with  eviden t ap ­

proval, adds  : “To den y it  then  would  n ot on ly 

be rash ; it would savor even of heresy. For  

th is tru th , though n ever expressly defin ed , is 

n on e the less un iversally en sh r ined in the 

heart , even as it is ever on the lips, of the 

Christian  people.”



CH APTER XIX

DEVOTION TO OUR LADY

There can be n o doubt that the Mother ­

hood of Grace, attribu ted to Mary, is a m ost 

im portan t factor in givin g to the Christian  

religion  m uch  of its charm  an d attractiveness. 

It im parts to our relations with our Divin e 

Saviour a certain  ten dern ess which would be 

lackin g, were n ot the Mother of J esus our  

Mother also. It is n ot quite the sam e th in g to 

have been redeem ed by J esus with her co­

operation , as it would  have been  to have been  

saved by J esus alon e. J esus H im self would  

n ot be the sam e to us, had H e n ot chosen to  

have a Mother , or  had H e n ot associated her  

with H im self as Mother of Grace at every 

stage of H is work. The m other ly solicitude 

of our Blessed Lady, which is everywhere 

presen t, gives a hum an touch , that in sp ires 

confiden ce even in the m ost con scien ce - 

str icken , an d  the m ost t im id . An d God, who  

kn ows the hum an  heart , has provided  here as 

elsewhere, in  all th in gs accom m odating H im -
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self to our  n eeds, an d  seeking everywhere our  

greatest advan tage.

We have from  our  in fan cy regarded  Mary 

as our Mother , an d have been accustom ed to 

tu rn to her in all our gravest dan gers. We  

kn ow that she is prom pt to succor those who 

in voke her , an d are sure that her  prayer can ­

n ot possibly suffer  a  refusal.

At the sam e t im e, we have n ot perhaps  

fu lly realized that, even when n ot in voked, 

she is the Mediatr ix apar t  from  whom  n o grace 

descends to ear th  to refresh our sou ls, an d to 

quicken with in us the life of the sp ir it We  

m ay call upon  others of the Blessed  to aid  an d  

com for t us, but even so, our prayers m ust be 

presen ted  at the th ron e of grace by Mary. We 

m ay, if we will, go directly to God, we m ay 

address our  appeal im m ediately to our  Divin e 

Lord , but even thus, if Mary's m ediation is 

un iversal, our  petition  in  order  to be gran ted , 

m ust pass th rough Mary's han ds; she m ust  

first add to it the weigh t of her all-powerfu l 

in tercession .

On  the other  hand , when  we have recourse 

directly to Maiy, we conform to the plan of 

divine Providen ce, an d to the order which  

God H im self has established . For  Mary is, in  

reality, the dispen ser  of all H is graces, an d  we  
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practically affirm  that it is so, as often as we 

appeal to her with hum ble con fiden ce. Our  

Lord , who loves H is Blessed Mother far be­

yon d all other creatures, cann ot fail to be 

pleased , when , by our recourse to her in our  

n eeds, we recogn ize her association with  H im  

in  the distr ibu tion  of all H is gifts.

Mary’s love for each an d everyone of us  

is that  of the wisest an d  ten derest Mother . She 

is in deed  our  Mother , an d the best of m others. 

She kn ows each on e of us in d ividually, to­

gether with all that con cern s us. — Of th is  

there can  be n o question  n ow that she beholds 

all th in gs in the beatific vision ; whether she 

m ay n ot have done so durin g her  lifetim e here 

on  ear th  is a  m atter  for  theologian s to discuss. 

—An d cherish in g us, as she does, with the 

deepest an d fon dest love, she is m ost de­

sirous of in clud ing us with in  the range of her  

choicest ben efactions. Every grace that is ac­

corded  to us, even  without our praying for it , 

is due to her  prayer . Why then  should  we n ot  

eager ly avail ourselves of her power an d in ­

fluen ce, when  she is so ready to assist us?

God hears, n o doubt, the prayers of h is  

other  elect, when  they en treat H im  in  our be­

half, an d H e does un question ably im pel the 

faith fu l at particular per iods to in voke the
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in tercession of th is or that Sain t, whom for  

H is own wise reason s H e would specially 

glor ify, but what is true of particular Sain ts  

at par ticu lar epochs, an d with referen ce to 

cer tain  classes of gifts, is true of Mary at all 

t im es an d with respect to every sor t of grace. 

God wishes always to hon or her , an d to pro­

cure her  hon or  from  all H is creatures.

It would be a ser ious m istake, an d on e 

that could n ot fail to resu lt in sp ir itual loss, 

to allow on eself to be so taken up with prac­

t ices of devotion towards th is or that Sain t, 

to whom on e is n aturally or ar tificially at­

tracted , as to be lukewarm  towards the really 

great an d prim ary devotion s of the Church . 

Am ong these is un doubted ly devotion to the 

ever  Blessed Mother of God, Mother of grace, 

an d  our  Mediatrix. For  those who cherish  an d  

practice th is devotion , it is a stron g safeguard  

again st the wiles of the old serpen t, a source  

of chaste an d holy living am id in cen tives to 

evil-doing, an assured hope at the hour of 

death , an d a pledge of etern al salvation .


