
C h r i s t : “Y o u  have w ritten w ell of M e, T hom as; 

w hat rew ard  do  you  w ish  for  your  labors? ”  

T h o m a s : “N oth ing  less than  Y o w , O  L ord l”
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T R A N S L A T O R ’S  P R E F A C E

W H IL E  p rep a rin g th e tran sla tio n o £ th is b o o k d u rin g  

th e  early  d ay s  o f 1 9 4 9 , n ew s  reach ed  m e  o f th e  su d d en  d ea th  

■x o f its au th o r, th e  la te  M sg r. M artin  G rab m an n . T h e  p assin g  

o f  su ch  a  ch am p io n  o f  tru th  is  in d eed  a  g rea t lo ss  to  T h o m is tic  

sch o la rsh ip .

H is s tag g e rin g n u m b er o f p u b lica tio n s , b eg u n as ea rly  

as 1 8 9 8 , c lea rly  m an ife sted  a p ro fo u n d  s tu d en t an d  a rd en t  

ad m ire r o f th e A n g e lic D o c to r. N o t o n ly d id  h e g rasp th e  

p rec ise th o u g h t o f S t. T h o m as, b u t h e v e ry c lea rly  u n d e r ­

s to o d th e w h o le h is to rica l b ack g ro u n d o f th e M id d le A g es  

w h ich  h e lp ed  to  fa sh io n  th e  P rin ce  o f  T h eo lo g ian s . B ecau se  

o f h is ex ten s iv e k n o w led g e , th e n am e o f D r. M artin G rab ­

m an n  to d ay  rep re sen ts  a  fo rem o st au th o rity  o n  th e  life , w o rk s , 

an d  in te rp re ta tio n o f S t. T h o m as A q u in as .

P rac tica lly a ll o f D r. G rab m an n ’s w ritin g s lie h id d en in  

so m e fo re ig n  lan g u ag e . M an y  o f th em  w o u ld  b e  o f in e stim ­

ab le p ro fit to th e E n g lish -sp eak in g p u b lic . T h is p articu lar  

w o rk  w as se lec ted  in  p re fe ren ce  to  h is m an y  o th er w o rk s fo r  

y * g o o d  rea so n s . T o d ay , w ith  th e  ev e r in creas in g  d es ire fo r th e  

so u n d d o c trin e o f S t. T h o m as , th e re is a d ire n eed fo r a  

w o rk  in  E n g lish  o n  th e  sp ir itu a l life  o f th is le a rn ed  D o c to r.  

M an y  recen t w rite rs  h av e  d o n e  b eau tifu l sk e tch es  o f  T h o m as  

v th e  D o c to r; b u t few , if  an y , h av e  su cceed ed as G rab m an n  h as  

$ in  p o rtray in g  T h o m as  th e  S a in t.

V ·



T ransla tor ’s P reface

T h is little w o rk is a lso s in g u lar in its rev e la tio n o f th e  

san c tity  an d  h o lin e ss o f th e  au th o r ’s p rie stly  so u l. A n d  so  it  

b eco m es esp ec ia lly  f ittin g th a t th is tran sla tio n b e d ed ica ted  

to  h im  in  m em o ry  o f  h is  lo v e  fo r  G o d  an d  tru th . I t is a  w o rk  

w h ich a lw ay s rem a in ed c lo se to h is h ea rt. S u ch can b e  

ev id en ced in th e b rie f eu lo g y  p en n ed b y h is c lo se fr ien d , 

th e  ed ito r o f D ivus T hom as, G . M . H âfe le , O .P .*  T h e  la s t 

p a rag rap h  read s:

H e  C G rab m an n ) se t h is  h ea rt fo r im m o rta lity  . . . p rin c i­

p a lly  o n  o n e  little  b o o k : D as Seelen lében des heiligen  T hom as 

von  A quin . A fte r th e  f irs t tw o  ed itio n s  w ere  so ld  o u t, h e  "w a ited i 

u n til th e  la s t d ay s  o f h is  life  to  see  its  reap p ea ran ce . . . . T o ­

d ay  w e  p lace th is w o rk  u p o n  h is fre sh ly -d u g  g rav e n o t o n ly  i

as a m o d est to k en o f o u r g ra tefu l lo v e an d  lo y a lty fo r o u r  J

p a te rn a l fr ien d , b u t a lso as an e lo q u en t te s tim o n y o f h o w  

d eep ly  h e  p en e tra ted  in to  th e  th o u g h t an d th e in n e r life o f  

th e  A n g e lic  D o c to r, an d  o f h o w  w ell h e  rea liz ed  an d  fu lf illed  

th e  req u es t o f th e  C h u rch  in  its p ray er fo r th e ' F eas t o f S t. 

T h o m as A q u in as: “b o th  c learly to  u n d e rstan d  th e th in g s  b e

tau g h t, an d  fa ith fu lly  to  im ita te w h a t h e  d id .”

W ith in  th is tran sla to r ’s p re face , I am  a lso  in c lu d in g  so m e  

th o u g h ts w h ich th e  au th o r h as p laced in  h is b rie f p re face . 

T h is w ill e lim in a te th e  n ecess ity o f h av in g  tw o  p re face s to  

th is  sh o rt w o rk . B esid es , so m e  o f D r. G rab m an n ’s re flec tio n s  

w o u ld h av e little o r n o in te res t fo r an E n g lish -sp eak in g  

au d ien ce .

T h is  w o rk , as  th e  au th o r  p o in ts  o u t, o rig in a ted  fro m  le c tu res

w h ich  h e  d e liv e red  in  v a rio u s G erm an  c itie s o n  d ie  o ccasio n  

o f  th e  s ix th  cen ten n ia l  o f  S t. T h o m as ’ can o n iza tio n , ce leb ra ted  

in 1 9 2 3 . I t ap p eared  in  tw o  ed itio n s p u b lish ed  b y  th e  T hea-

*  G . M . H â fele , O J ? ., ‘T roton o ta r D r. M a rtin G ra b m a n n . In P ia m  

M em o ria m ," D iv u s Thomas, M â rz, 1 9 4 9 , P a u lu s-D ru ck erie , F reib u rg in  

d et S ch w eiz .
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tinerverïag . S o m etim e a fte r a ll av a ilab le co p ie s h ad b een  

ex h au s ted , th e  P aulusverlag  to o k  u p  th e  w o rk , h ad  it  b ro u g h t  

u p  to d a te b y  its au th o r, an d  rep u b lish ed  it in 1 9 4 9 . T h e  

E n g lish tran sla tio n h as b een m ad e fro m th is th ird an d  

en larg ed  rev is io n .

T h ro u g h o u t th e tran s la tio n I h av e sc ru p u lo u s ly tr ied  to  

rem ain  as c lo se as p o ss ib le to th e o rig in a l, k n o w in g th a t it  

b reath ed th e sp ir it o f p eace an d q u ie t o f a so u l s im ila r to  

S t. T h o m as. T h e o n ly  ch an g es th a t h av e b een in tro d u ced  

h av e b een th o se o f g ram m ar, o r in p ecu lia r co n s tru c tio n s  

w h ere  th e  E n g lish  v e rs io n  w o u ld  o f n ecess ity  d iffe r fro m  th e  

G erm an . A ll q u o ta tio n s h av e b een rech eck ed , an d , w h en  

m o re  su ited , tran s la ted  fro m  th e  o rig in a l. A ll o m issio n s  w ith in  

q u o ta tio n s h av e b een c learly in d ica ted w h erev e r it seem ed  

; th e  G erm an  d id  n o t in c lu d e  so m e  th o u g h t o r p h ra se . M u ch

[ o f th e L a tin  p h ra seo lo g y  h as b een  p u t in to  E n g lish  so  as to

J m ak e th e w o rk m o re access ib le to an E n g lish -sp eak in g

I au d ien ce . W h erev e r th e  L a tin  h ad  to  b e  re ta in ed , its m ean -

I  in g  can easily  b e d isce rn ed  fro m  e ith e r th e co n tex t o r th e

I tran sla tio n w h ich im m ed ia te ly fo llo w s . S in ce th e fo o tn o te s,

1 in la rg e  p a rt, o n ly in d ica te th e so u rces , an d th e se u su a lly

I in so m e  fo re ig n lan g u ag e , th ey h av e b een re leg a ted to  an

I ap p en d ix in th e b ack o f th e b o o k . T h u s th e w o rk sh o u ld

J b eco m e  m o re p re sen tab le an d read ab le in its n ew

i  E n g lish  g a rb .

I T h is b o o k is n e ith e r a p u re ly d ev o tio n a l n o r a s tr ic tly  

• i sc ien tif ic  tre a tm en t o f th e  in te rio r  life  o f S t. T h o m as. R ath er,

f it is a h ap p y  co m b in a tio n o f th e tw o , as o n ly  a m an lik e

I ' D r. G rab m an n , w ith  h is d eep  in s ig h t an d  ex ten s iv e ex p e ri-

i en ce , can p re sen t it. T h e  w o rk is in ten d ed , as th e au th o r

p o in ts o u t, to h e lp acq u ain t p rie s ts , s tu d en ts o f th eo lo g y ,  

; an d th e la ity in tere sted in S t. T h o m as, w ith th e re lig io u s

I

'J 11 .
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p e rso n a lity  an d  ch a rac ter o f th e  A n g e lic D o c to r. T h o se  w h o * : 

a re in tim a te ly acq u ain ted w ith T h o m as sh o u ld p ro fit h y i 

seein g  m o re c lea rly th e true source o f T h o m as ’ k n o w led g e . t 

T h o se  w h o  h av e  h ea rd  o r read  little  o f  T h o m as sh o u ld  p ro fit ΐ

• in d isco v e rin g th e loving sou l o f th is m aste r o f C ath o lic  

d ro u g h t. A ll, th en , w ill u n d e rs tan d  h o w  an d  w h y  T h o m as  

th e S a in t le a rn ed  m o re  fro m ’ th e  fee t o f th e C ru c ified th an  

fro m  th e in n u m erab le b o o k s h e read . A n d th ey w ill b e  

co n v in ced  th a t san c tity p reced es sc ien ce , th a t life p reced es  

k n o w led g e , ev en  in  th e  sc ien tif ic p e rso n a lity  o f S t. T h o m as  

A q u in as .

In  m ak in g  th is  tran sla tio n  I  am  in d eb ted  to  o u r  P ro v in c ia l, ' 

th e V ery R ev eren d E d w ard L . H u g h es , O .P ., fo r h is  

en co u rag em en t an d  p e rm iss io n  to  u n d e rtak e th is tran sla tio n ; 

to C h risto p h e r R ies lin g , O .P ., w ith o u t w h o se g en e ro u s  

ass is tan ce  th is tran sla tio n  w o u ld  n ev e r h av e  b een  co m p le ted ; 

to  R ich ard  B u d er, O .P ., fo r h is k in d  h e lp  in  p rep arin g th e  

E n g lish  m an u sc rip t; an d  to  a ll th o se  w h o  h av e  a id ed  in  m an y  

litd e  w ay s to  m ak e  th is m u ch -n eed ed  w o rk  f in d  its w ay  in to  

th e  E n g lish  lan g u ag e . M ay  a ll, b y  im m ers in g  th em selv es in to  

th is sa in d y  so u l, fee l m o re d raw n  to  th e  lo v in g  p e rso n a lity  

an d  liv in g th o u g h t o f S t T h o m as A q u in as , D o c to r o f th e  

C h u rch , P a tro n o f C ath o lic S ch o o ls . T h is is th e p ray erfu l 

h o p e  b o th  o f th e  au th o r  an d  th e  tran s la to r .

N i c h o l a s  A s h e n b r e n e r , O .P .

D o m in ican  H o u se  o f S tu d ie s

R iv e r F o rest, I llin o is

F eas t o f S t T h o m as,

M arch  7 , 1 9 5 1

i
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IN T R O D U C T IO N

α
k — '  O M E T IM E  a fte r th e  m id d le  o f th e  fo u rteen th  cen tu ry ,  

th e I ta lian p a in ter , T o m m aso d a M o d en a ,1 ad o rn ed th e  

ch ap te r ro o m  o f S an N icco lo , th e D o m in ican co n v en t a t  

T rev iso , w ith fre sco es o f D o m in ican sa in ts an d sch o la rs . 

H ere S t. T h o m as A q u in as is rep re sen ted s tan d in g a t th e  

le c tu re r ’s ch a ir in fro n t o f h is d esk . H e h o ld s a b o o k in  

h is r ig h t h an d , w h ile  h is  le f t h an d  re sts u p o n  a  tin y  ch u rch . 

F ro m  a  su n  g leam in g  o n  h is  b reast, s tream  ray s  o f  lig h t w h ich  

fa ll u p o n an d  en te r th e ch u rch .

T h is rep re sen ta tio n o f th e m o st le a rn ed o f th e sa in ts  

an d  th e  m o st sa in tly  o f  th e  le a rn ed , as C ard in a l B essario n  h as  

ca lled A q u in as , is a lso fo u n d in v a rio u s o th e r p laces . A t  

V iterb o , o n a te rra -co tta re lie f o f A n d rea d e lla R o b b ia , th e  

sa in t h o ld s a  b o o k  in  h is le f t h an d , an d  w ith  h is r ig h t h an d  

h e  su s ta in s an o th e r sm all ch u rch . R ay s o f lig h t sh in e  o n  th e  

ch u rch  fro m  a su n  se t u p o n  h is b reast. A t b o th  s id e s an g e ls  

b o w in d eep es t aw e. T h is sam e id ea is b ro u g h t o u t in  

m in ia tu re o n so m e m an u sc rip ts , as fo r in s tan ce u p o n o n e  

o rig in a lly w ritten  a t S t. D o m en ico ’s in F ie so le , n o w  a t th e  

B ib lio teca  L au ren z ian a in  F lo ren ce . 2

In  th is  p o rtray a l  o f  S t. T h o m as  I  see  a  s ig n ific an t in d ica tio n  

o f h is p ro v id en tia l in flu en ce  w ith in  th e C h u rch  an d  fo r th e  

C h u rch  o v e r a  p e rio d  o f  m o re th an  6 0 0  y ea rs. H e  is d iffu sin g  

ray s o f lig h t u p o n  th e C h u rch , th e C h u rch u p o n  w h ich h e  

in re tu rn d ep en d s  —  lig h t ray s o f n a tu ra l an d su p e rn a tu ra l 

tru th , ray s o f w arm th  fo r a life o f C h ris tian asce tic ism  an d
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m y stic ism , o f  su p ern a tu ra l lo v e  an d  p e rfec tio n . A  m an u scrip t,  

w ritten  n o t lo n g  a fte r  h is  d ea th , tru ly  so u n d s  lik e  a  p ro p h ecy  

w h en it say s in sac red m em o ry o f B ro th e r T h o m as: "cu ju s  

doctrina  illum ina tur sancta  ecclesia— b y  w h o se  d o c trin e  H o ly  

M o th e r C h u rch  is illu m in ed .” 3

T h e ray s o f lig h t w ith  w h ich S t. T h o m as illu m in es th e  

C h u rch  in th e se p ic tu re s em an a te fro m  a su n f ix ed u p o n  

h is b reast. In tru th , h is trem en d o u s in flu en ce th ro u g h o u t 

cen tu rie s  o f C h u rch  h is to ry  sp rin g s  fro m  h is  in n e r life : fro m  

th e san c tity an d  p u rity o f h is th o u g h t, lo v e , an d life . W e  

can n o t u n d e rs tan d  th e  d ro u g h t an d  in flu en ce  o f S t. T h o m as ,  

ev e ry w h ere d iffu sin g  tru th , u n le ss w e  cas t a g lan ce in to  h is

< in n e r life , in to  th e  v e ry  life  o f h is so u l.

O n  a  fre sco  a t  T rev iso , u n d e rn ea th  th e  p ic tu re  o f th e  sa in t, 

w e read : "F uit exem plar virtu tum , virgo , exim ius m agister  

in  sacra theo log ia , in  to to  orbe fam osus. M ulta  opera fecit et 

in m ultis claru it m iraculis— H e w as a m o d e l o f v irtu e s , 

a  v irg in , a  d is tin g u ish ed  m aste r  in  sac red  th eo lo g y , ren o w n ed  

th ro u g h o u t th e w o rld . H e  w ro te m an y w o rk s , an d  w o rk ed  

m an y  m irac le s .” H ere  th e  san c tity  an d  sp o d ess p u rity  o f h is  

life p reced e h is sch o larly g rea tn ess. A n d P o p e P iu s X I, in  

h is  p ro fo u n d  an d  w ell-rece iv ed  en cy clica l, Stud iorum  D ucem , 

co m m em o ra tin g  th e  s ix th  cen ten ary  o f S t. T h o m as ’ can o n iza ­

tio n , b eg in s w ith a m o st im p re ss iv e d escrip tio n  o f h is life  

o f v irtu e .*

T h e fo llo w in g  p ag es a re in ten d ed to b e an an a ly s is , in  

a s im p le  an d  p la in  m an n er, o f h is in te rio r life , a sk e tch o f  

h is  so u l an d  ch arac te r. I am  p re sen tin g  th is  p o rtra it p rec ise ly  

as  m an y  y ea rs  o f  h ea rtfe lt  an d  in tim ate  in te lle c tu a l fam ilia rity  

w ith  th e  w o rk , p e rso n ality , an d  th o u g h t o f S t. T h o m as  h av e  

sh o w n an d  rev ea led  it to  m e.

If lo v e , o ccasio n a lly m an ife stin g itse lf in so m e co lo rfu l
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tin g e , h as p e rch an ce d irec ted m y h an d in p lan n in g an d  

d raw in g  th is  p o rtra it, su ch  is n o t th e  ex p re ss io n  o f a  m o m en ­

ta ry  en th u sia sm  an d  m o o d  w h ich  so  o ften  m ars an d  ta rn ish es  

th e  rea lity  an d  im p a rtia lity  o f a  rep re sen ta tio n . W h atev e r is  

m en tio n ed  h e re  co n ce rn in g  th e  g rea tn e ss o f S t. T h o m as, h is  

in n er m o tiv es an d  n a tu re , is n o t in ten d ed  to  b e  a  p an eg y ric . 

I t is  ra th er  s im p ly  th e  im p ress io n  an d  ex p ress io n  o f  w h a tev e r  

an  ex h au s tiv e  s tu d y  o f so u rce s  h as rev ea led  to  m e  ab o u t th is  

g rea t th in k e r, w h o m  I  h av e  le a rn ed  to  lo v e  an d  v en e ra te  m o re  

an d  m o re  o v e r th e  co u rse  o f y ea rs as a  h o ly , p u re , an d  n o b le  

p e rso n a lity . O r it a rise s  fro m  w h a tev e r g lim m ers th ro u g h  h is  

w o rk s, im p e rso n a l as th ey  m ay  seem , ab o u t h is o w n  in te rio r , 

p e rso n a l in d iv id u a lity .

B io g rap h e rs o f S t. T h o m as h av e freq u en tly sk e tch ed  th e  

p o rtra it o f th e so u l an d  ch a rac ter o f o u r sa in t. T o u ro n  h as  

d o n e  th is  m o st th o ro u g h ly  an d  in  g reate s t  d e ta il. H e  d ed ica ted  

to  th is  p u rp o se  th e  w h o le  fo u rth  b o o k  o f  h is h u g e  b io g rap h y  

o f  S t. T h o m as , w h ich  h e  w ro te  fro m  a  co m p reh en s iv e k n o w l­

ed g e  o f  so u rces , as  w ell as  o f  T h o m is tic  w o rk s .5 M o re  recen tly , 

en th u sia stic an d fa ith fu l s tu d en ts o f S t. T h o m as h av e fe lt  

th e ir w ay  in to  h is in te rio r life , g iv in g  u s a d esc rip tio n an d  

. ap p ra isa l o f h is in te lle c tu a l an d re lig io u s p e rso n ality . T h e  

cen ten a ry  o f th e  can o n iza tio n  o f A q u in as , w h ich  o ccas io n ed  

_ m an y v a lu ab le an d fa r-reach in g sc ien tific w o rk s , p a rtly  

h is to rica l an d p a rtly sp ecu la tiv e , s tro n g ly s tim u la ted a  

p en e tra tio n in to th e in te rio r life o f th is g rea t th eo lo g ian  

an d  p h ilo so p h e r. A m o n g th e co n trib u tio n s ca lled fo rth b y  

th is ju b ilee w e sh o u ld  m en tio n th e  w o rk s fro m  th e  p en s o f  

th e  D o m in ican s : M . G ille t, H . P e tito t, S . R am irez , G . M . 

M an se r.* T h e ex ce llen t p e rio d ica l, L a V ia Spirituelle , h as  

p u b lish ed  a  sp ec ia l sec tio n  en titled  "Sain t T hom as D octeur  

m ystique."



1

4  . In troduction

, T w o  D o m in ican s , A . D . S ertillan g es an d  J . W eb ert, h av e  

sk e tch ed v e ry im p ress iv e p o rtra its o f th e sc ien tif ic an d  re li­

g io u s g rea tn e ss o f S t. T h o m as . T . D em an , O .P ., an d th e  

H o llan d e r, J . E . K u ip e r, h av e d esc rib ed  h is san c tity . T h e  

p ro fesso r  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ità  ca tto lic a  d e l S ac ro  C u o re  in  M ilan ,  

G iu lio S a lv ad o re , w h o se p ro cess o f b ea tif ica tio n h as b een  

in tro d u ced , h as d raw n a ch a rm in g m in ia tu re o f th e in n e r  

life o f o u r sa in t. O n e  read s J . P iep e r ’s b o o k  o n  S t. T h o m as  

A q u in as w ith a g rea t d eal o f sa tis fac tio n , fo r it is so  

ex p ress iv e o f h is in te rio r life . A n g elu s W alz , O .P ., h as  

em b o d ied  a ch ap te r , "E l Santo D ottore," in to  h is ex ce llen t 

b io g rap h y  o f S t. T h o m as, b ased  o n  a  th o ro u g h  k n o w led g e  o f  

so u rces an d d a ta , w h ich p re sen ts th e life o f th e A n g e lic  

D o c to r ag a in st th e b ack g ro u n d o f co n tem p o ra ry h is to ry .  

I , to o , h av e b ro u g h t o u t th e sch o la rly in d iv id u a lity o f  

A q u in as in m y w o rk o n S t. T h o m as A q u in as, w h ich h as  

b een tran s la ted in to  n u m ero u s fo re ig n lan g u ag es , an d n o w  

h as  m ad e  its  ap p ea ran ce  in  a  sev en th  ed itio n .7



Part I

F E A T U R E S  O F  T H E  S O U L  A N D  C H A R A C T E R  

O F  S T . T H O M A S F R O M  H IS  W R IT IN G S A N D  

T H E  A C T S  O F  H IS  C A N O N IZ A T IO N

T
H E  ac ts o f th e  can o n iza tio n  p ro cess an d  th e  w riting s o f  

th e sa in t a re th e p rin c ip a l so u rce s fo r o u r p o rtra it o f th e  

so u l an d  ch a rac ter  o f S t. T h o m as . 1 A  n u m b er  o f te s tim o n ies , 

h an d ed  d o w n  to  u s in  th e ac ts o f th e can o n iza tio n p ro cess , 

d ep ic t w ith g rea t u n ifo rm ity th e fo rem o st fea tu re s o f th e  

in n e r  life  an d  th e  w h o le  p e rso n a lity  o f  A q u in as .

T h ese te stim o n ie s a re v a lu ab le b ecau se e ith e r th ey co m e  

fro m  th o se w h o  h av e  p e rso n a lly  k n o w n  th e  sa in t, o r th ey  a re  

fro m  co rre sp o n d en ce b e tw een  h is in tim ate fr ien d s .2 A m o n g  

su ch  fr ien d s  w ere : f irs t an d  fo rem o st, R eg in a ld  o f P ip em o , an  

in sep a rab le co m p an io n w h o k n ew  a ll th e secre ts an d th e  

in n er ex p e rien ces  o f th e sa in t— th e socius carissim us, as S t. 

T h o m as ca lls h im ; Jo h n  o f C aja tia , an o th er D o m in ican , w h o  

w as a s tud en t o f th e A n g e lic D o c to r in P aris an d N ap le s, 

w h o h ad a lw ay s b een esp ec ia lly d o se to h im ; W illiam  o f  

T o cco , o n e o f th e  w itn esse s , w h o  p lay ed a v e ry ac tive ro le  

in  th e  p ro m otio n  o f h is can o n iza tio n  p ro cess , an d  w ro te th e  

f irs t L ife o f S t. T h o m as u p o n w h ich th e b io g rap h ies o f  

B ern ard  G u id o  an d  P e te r C alo  la rg e ly  d ep en d .

T h ese  b io g rap h ie s o f S t. T h o m as a re  n o t su ch  liv in g  an d  

im p re ss iv e  p o rtra its  o f a  so u l as w e  m eet in  E ad em ’s g rap h ic  

life o f S t. A n selm  o f C an te rb u ry  o r in S t. B o n av en tu re ’s

5



"-nnaiiiiiTMIIIff"·

6 T he In terior L ife of St. T hom as A quinas

b io g rap h y  o f S t. F ran cis . E v en th e  w ritin g s o f S t. T h o m as , !

in th e ir r ig id ly sc ien tif ic a rran g em en t an d th e ir ab s trac t, i

th eo re tica l n a tu re , ap p ea r a t f irs t g lan ce to o ffe r v e ry  little , ..· ! 

if an y th in g , fo r a sk e tch o f h is so u l an d ch a rac te r . T h e i 

sch o la s tic s o f th e  tw e lfth  cen tu ry , an  A n selm  o f C an te rb u ry ,, 

a  Jo h n  o f S a lisbu ry , m o re  o r le ss  rev eal to  u s  th e ir th o u g h ts ,  

w ish es , an d fee lin g s th ro u g h  th e ir co rre sp o n d en ce . A m o n g  

th e  g rea t sch o la stic  th in k e rs w h o  ascen d ed  to  a  le ad in g  p u b lic  

p o s itio n ,  su ch  as  B o n av en tu re ,  th e  G en era l  an d  g rea t  o rg an ize r 

o f th e  F ran c iscan  O rd e r, p e rso n a l m o tiv es a re  n a tu ra lly  in te r­

w o v en  in to  th e ir lite rary w o rk . E v en S t. A lb e rt th e G rea t 

p u rp o se ly  u ses h is p e rso n a l ex p e rien ces h e re an d  th e re in  

h is w ritin g s.

, F ro m  T h o m as h im self w e h av e o n ly o n e le tte r , in su b ­

s tan ce  a  sc ien tif ic  o p in io n , w ritten  to  A b b o t  B ern a rd  A y g le riü s  

o f M o n te C assin o  —  th e la st w o rk to co m e fro m  th e p en  

o f th e  sa in t’ O n ly  a t th e  b eg in n in g  o r en d  o f h is o p u scu la , 

w h ich  h e  w ro te  a t  th e  req u es t o f  h is  D o m in ican  b re th ren  an d  

o f  o th e rs  seek in g  ad v ice , d o  w e  f in d  so m e  p e rso n a l tu rn  w h ich  

o ffe rs a g lim p se in to th e p u re , n o b le , an d g rac io u s so u l 

o f th e  sa in t

C o n c lu d in g  h is o p in io n  o n  th e  fo rm  o f  ab so lu tio n , w ritten  

in  acco rd an ce  w ith  th e  w ish  o f  h is M aste r G en era l, Jo h n  o f  

V erce lli, S t  T h o m as  w rites :

I t h as b een  th e  w ill o f G o d th a t I sh o u ld  lab o r a t y o u r  

co m m an d  o n th e  F east o f th e C h a ir o f P e te r , w ritin g th is  

w o rk  fo r th e  d e fen se  o f th e  p o w er g iv en  to  P e te r.4

B eg in n in g  an o th e r o p u scu lu m , R esp o n s io  de V I articu lis

ad  lectorum  B isuntinum , T h o m as  ch a ritab ly  w rite s:

T o  m y  d ea res t B ro th e r in  C h ris t, G era rd  B isu n tin u s , o f th e  

O rd er o f F ria rs  P reach ers , I , B ro th e r T h o m as A q u in as o f th e  

sam e O rd e r, sen d m y g ree tin g s in fra te rn a l ch a rity . I h av e

-J 'l
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rece iv ed y o u r le tte rs co n ta in in g  so m e a rtic le s , to  w h ich y o u  

ask  m e to  rep ly . A n d  a lth o u g h  I h av e b een  b u sy  w ith m an y  

th in g s, n ev e rth e le ss , le s t I sh o u ld fa il th e req u est o f y o u r  

ch a rity , I to o k  ca re to  an sw er y o u  as so o n  as th e  o p p o rtu n ity  

p e rm itted .

T h e sa in t, en tire ly  en g ro ssed as h e w as in  h is m an y  an d  

g rea t lab o rs , m u st h av e m ad e sac rif ic e s to an sw er su ch  

q u es tio n s . Y et, h is co rd ia l an d s in cere ch a rity w illin g ly  

accep ted  th e se  in te rru p tio n s. A t th e  c lo se o f th is  o p u scu lu m ,  

h e  ask s B ro th er G era rd  to  rem em b er h im  in  h is  p ray e rs:

T h ese th in g s , v e ry  d ea r B ro th er, o ccu r to  m e a t th is tim e  

in  an sw er to  th e  q u es tio n s  w h ich  y o u  p ro p o sed . F o r th is  w o rk , 

if  it p lea ses y o u , rem em b er  m e  in  y o u r p ray ers .

In  th e  R esponsio  de  articu lis  X X XV I  ad  lectorem  V enetum *  

T h o m as an sw ers in  th e sam e fr ien d ly  an d  g rac io u s m an n e r  

th e  q u es tio n s  o f an o th e r o n e  o f  h is  b re th ren :

H av in g  read  y o u r le tte rs , I fo u n d  in  th em  a g rea t n u m b er  

. o f a rtic le s  w h ich  y o u r ch a rity  req u es ted  m e  to  an sw er w ith in  

fo u r d ay s . A n d , a lth o u g h  I h av e  b een  v e ry  b u sy , I h av e  p u t 

as id e  fo r a  tim e  th e  th in g s  th a t I sh o u ld  d o  an d  h av e  d ecid ed  

to  an sw er  in d iv id u a lly th e  q u es tio n s  w h ich  y o u  p ro p o sed , so  as  

n o t to  b e  la ck in g  to  th e  req u est o f y o u r ch arity .

A p p aren tly th e le c to r fro m  V en ice k n ew  w ell th e se lf­

sac rif ic in g  w illin g n ess o f th e sa in t, an d th e re fo re d em an d ed  

th e  an sw er to  th e se  th ir ty -s ix  o b scu re an d  g en e ra l q u es tio n s  

w ith in  fo u r d ay s . In  th e  co n clu d in g  w o rd s th e  sa in t ta c tfu lly  

m en tio n s th is  w an t o f a  c leare r fo rm u la tio n :

T h ese a re th e th in g s , v e ry d ea r B ro th e r, w h ich I w rite  

m o re  e lab o ra te ly  th an  y o u  req u es ted  in  re sp o n se  to  th e  a rtic le s  

w h ich  y o u  sen t. I t is n o t p o ss ib le to  rep ly  ab so lu te ly to  th e se  

o p in io n s fo r th ey  can  b e  tak en  in  d iffe ren t sen se s , esp ec ia lly  

s in ce y o u  h av e n o t m en tio n ed w h a t m ay  b e o b jec ted  ag a in s t
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th e se a rtic le s . In su ch a case , a m o re ab so lu te an d ce rta in  

rep ly  co u ld h av e b een g iv en . M ay  y o u r ch a rity  en d u re , an d  

fo r th is  w o rk , p lea se  rem em b er m e  in  y o u r p ray e rs.

I w o n d er w h e th e r m an y  sch o la rs , fam o u s an d  o v e rb u rd en ed  

w ith  w o rk , w o u ld  rep ly  as ch a ritab ly  as T h o m as d id to  th e  

o b scu re an d  in co m p le te  req u es ts o f a b eg in n er, w h o  so u g h t 

an sw ers  fo r th ir ty -s ix  q u es tio n s  w ith in  fo u r  d ay s!

T h e  sa in t ’s d ev o u t an d  re lig io u s  m an n e r o f th in k in g  a lso  

m an ife s ts  itse lf in  th e  p e rso n a l rem ark s o f h is o p u scu la . T h é  

o p u scu lu m , D e  substan tiis separa tis seu  de  angelorum  natura , 

d ed ica ted to R eg in a ld o f P ip em o (ad fra trem  R egina ldum  

socium  suum  carissim um ) h as th e  fo llo w in g  b eau tifu l w o rd s  

o f in tro d u c tio n :

S in ce  w e  can n o t b e  p re sen t a t th e  sacred  so lem n itie s o f th e  

an g e ls , w e sh o u ld  n o t a llo w  th e  tim e o f d ev o tio n to  p ass in  

id len ess . B u t, ra th e r, th e  tim e tak en  aw ay  fro m  ch an tin g  th e  

o ffice sh o u ld  b e  g iv en  o v e r to  th e  w o rk  o f w ritin g .

T h e  sa in t h e re sp eak s o f th e  reg u lar ch o ra l o ffice (so lem nia  

A ngelorum ') ca rried  o u t in  h is  O rd e r acco rd in g  to  a  b eau tifu l 

litu rg ica l r ite . H e w ish es to  o ccu p y th e tim e in w h ich h e  

is u n ab le to tak e p a rt in  th e  reg u lar ch o ra l o ffice w ith th e  

w ritin g  o f  a  tra c t ab o u t th e  an g e ls , o n e  o f h is  m o st p ro fo u n d  

sp ecu la tiv e tre a tises .

In th e sam e fr ien d ly an d ch a ritab le w ay , T h o m as a lso  

rep lied to p e rso n s o u ts id e h is O rd e r w h o cam e to h im  

seek in g  co u n se l an d  h e lp . A  d u ch ess , m o st lik e ly  th e  D u ch ess  

A d e lh e id  o f B rab an t (1 2 6 1 -1 2 6 7 ), cam e to d ie sa in t w ith  

a  n u m b er o f q u es tio n s  co n ce rn in g  h e r d u tie s  o f g o v e rn m en t. 

H e  re sp o n d ed  to th e se  q u es tio n s in  an ex ten s iv e w o rk , D e  

R egim ine Judaeorum * H e p re face s th e fo llo w in g p e rso n al  

in tro d u c tio n  to  th e  fac tu a l d iscu ssio n :
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I h av e  rece iv ed  th e  le tte rs  o £  Y o u r E x cellen cy  (Excellen tiae  

V estrae), fro m  w h ich  I fu lly  u n d e rstan d  y o u r p io u s so lic itu d e  

fo r th e  ru lin g  o f  y o u r su b jec ts , an d  th e  d ev o u t lo v e  w h ich  y o u  

h av e  fo r th e  b re th ren  o f o u r  O rd e r. I g iv e  th an k s  to  G o d  w h o  

h as  p lan ted  in  y o u r h ea rt th e  seed s  o f  su ch  v irtu es . I t  h as  b een  

d ifficu lt fo r m e  to  an sw er th e  a rtic le s w h ich  y o u  req u ested  in  

y o u r le tte r, b o th b ecau se o f th e lab o rs w h ich th e d u ty o f  

le c tu rin g req u ire s, an d b ecau se I w o u ld  b e p lea sed if y o u  

w o u ld  seek  m e  ad v ice  o f o th e rs m o re  le a rn ed  in  th e se a ffa irs . 

In  tru th , s in ce  I  th o u g h t  it  u n b eco m in g  to  b e  fo u n d  a  n eg lig en t 

h e lp e r, co n s id e rin g  y o u r so lic itu d e , o r u n g ra te fu l, co n s id e rin g  

y o u r  es teem , I  h av e  tak en  ca re  a t  p re sen t  to  rep ly  to  th e  a rtic le s  

w h ich y o u  p ro p o sed , w ith o u t, h o w ev e r, p re ju d ice to  a  b e tte r  

o p in io n .

T h e  co n c lu d in g  w o rd s  sh o w  th e  sam e  m o d es ty :

A t th is tim e it o ccu rred  to  m e, illu str io u s an d  p iou s L ad y , 

th a t th e se  th in g s  sh o u ld  b e  w ritten  in  rep ly  to  y o u r q u es tio n s . 

In  th e se  m atte rs  I d o  n o t so  fo rce  m y  o w n  o p in io n  u p o n  y o u  

th a t I d o  n o t u rg e  y o u  to  h o ld  th a t o f a  m o re  le arn ed  m an .

A  n o b le lay fr ien d , a L o rd o f B u rg o , cam e to T h o m as  

w ith  a q u estio n o f m o ral th eo lo g y co n ce rn in g  su p e rs titio u s  

g am es o f ch an ce . T h e  sa in t read ily  in s tru c ts h im  in  h is D e  

Sortibus. T h e co m p le te ly lo v ab le ch a rac te r o f th e sa in t is  

m irro red  in  th e  in tro d u c tio n :

Y o u r  ch a rity  h as  ask ed  m e  to  rep ly  in  w ritin g  ab o u t  co n s id er­

a tio n s o f g am es o f ch an ce . I t is n o t p ro p e r th a t th e  req u ests , 

w h ich ch a rity fa ith fu lly o ffe rs , b e re fu sed  b y a fr ien d . S o , 

d esir in g  to  sa tis fy  y o u r p e titio n  an d  in te rru p tin g  m y  lab o rs o f  

s tu d y fo r a sh o rt tim e d u rin g th e m ajo r v aca tio n , I h av e  

co n sid e red w h a t m u st, acco rd in g to m y o p in io n , b e w ritten  

o f g am es o f ch an ce .

T h o m as  b eg in s  h is  co m m en ta ry  to  th e  P eriherm eneias  w ith  

th e  fo llo w in g  d ed ica tio n :



io T he In terior L ife of St. T hom as A quinas

T o th e b e lo v ed S u p e rio r o f L o u v a in , I , B ro th e r T h o m as  

A q u in as , sen d g ree tin g s an d an in c rea se in tru e w isd o m . 

M o v ed  b y  th e  co n s id e ra tio n  o f y o u r d ilig en ce , b y  w h ich  y o u  

in y o u r y o u th seek w isd o m  an d  n o t v an ity , I h av e so u g h t, 

am o n g th e m an y  p re ss in g d u tie s o f m y lab o rs , to  p rep a re a  

co m m en ta ry  o n th e b o o k  o f A ris to tle ca lled P eriherm eneias, 

w h ich  is  f illed  w ith  m an y  o b scu rities . M y  in ten tio n  is to  o ffe r 

th e ad v an ced  h ig h e r th in g s , an d  y e t n o t to  re fu se b eg in n e rs  

th e  m ean s o f acq u irin g  p ro fic ien cy . M ay  y o u r zea l, th e re fo re , 

rece iv e th e  w o rk  o f  th e  p re sen t ex p o s itio n . If y o u  p ro fit b y  it, 

m ay  y o u  in sp ire m e  to  y e t g rea te r e ffo rts .

L e t u s n o w  p ro ceed  to  ex am in e in  th e te s tim o n ie s o f h is  

can o n iza tio n p ro cess th e fea tu re s o f th e so u l an d  ch a rac te r 

o f S t. T h o m as. T h e  w ritin g s o f th e  sa in t w ill th en  h e lp  u s  

to  u n d e rs tan d  th e se  tra its  an d  to  c rea te  a  u n ified  p o rtra it.

T h e D o m in ican , Jam es o f C aja tia , h as g iv en h is o a th  

to  th e fo llo w in g  acco u n ts :

I h av e  k n o w n  B ro th e r T h o m as to  b e a  co n tem p la tiv e m an  

(hom inem  contem pla tivum ), to ta lly  w ith d raw n  fro m  w o rld ly . 

tilin g s an d  d raw n  to  d iv in e  th in g s. H e  w as  v e ry  h o n est, p u re ,  

an d  se rio u s . N ev er d id  h e  seek  sp ec ia l fo o d , b u t w as co n ten t 

w ith w h atev e r w as p laced b e fo re h im , u s in g it m o d erate ly . 

E v ery  d ay  h e  ce leb ra ted  M ass an d  h ea rd  an o th er o n e . T h en ,  

w ith o u t d e lay , h e  d ev o ted  h im se lf to  p ray er, s tu d y , an d  w ritin g .

W h en  ask ed  w h ere  h e  h ad  seen  T h o m as, Jam es rep lied :

A t N ap les an d C ap u a in th e co n v en ts o f th e F ria rs  

P reach ers.’ .

T h e te s tim o n y o f th e D o m in ican , P e ter o f S t. F e lix , is  

m o re d e ta iled . U n d er o a th  h e  g av e th e  fo llo w in g  d escrip tio n

- o f th e  life  an d  co n d u c t o f S t T h o m as:

B ro th e r  T h o m as  w as  a  m an  o f g rea t p u rity  ir i reg a rd  to  se lf 

. as  w ell as in  reg ard  to  o th e rs , fo r h e  w ish ed  th a t o th e rs sh o u ld  

b e  as  h e  h im se lf w as. H e  p o sse ssed  an  ad m irab le  h u m ility  an d



F eatures of the  Soul and  C haracter of St. T hom as 11  

p a tien ce so th a t h e  n ev e r sad d en ed an y b o d y  b y  p ro u d  o r in ­

ju rio u s w o rd s . H e w as, m o reo v e r, a m an o f p ro fo u n d co ir  

tem p la tio n , w h o  co n stan tly  e ith e r p ray ed , w ro te , o r s tu d ied . 

E v ery d ay h e ce leb ra ted H o ly  M ass an d  h ea rd an o th er. H e  

w as  to ta lly  rem o v ed  fro m  ea rth ly  a ffa irs  to  th in g s  d iv in e . N ev er  

d id  h e  seek  sp ec ia l fo o d , b u t w as sa tisf ied  w ith w h a t w as se t 

b e fo re h im . E v en a t tab le h e  w as o ften  w rap t in  co n tem p la ­

tio n , so  th a t so m eo n e  co u ld  rem o v e  th e  fo o d  b e fo re  h im  w ith o u t  

h is  k n o w in g  it. H e  a lso  h ad  v e ry  little  co n cern  ab o u t c lo th in g .

A sk ed  h o w  h e  k n ew  a ll th is , P e ter o f S t. F e lix  rep lied :

I m y se lf h av e seen  h im , h av e  b een h is s tu d en t, an d  h av e  

liv ed  w ith  h im  in  th e O rd er fo r o n e y ea r. I h av e seen h im  

in h is ce ll in th e C o n v en t a t N ap le s , in th e ch o ir o f th e  

ch u rch , an d  in  th e  le c tu re -h a ll te ach in g an d  p reach in g .8  

C o n rad  o f  S u ess , an  e ld erly  p rie st o f  th e  O rd er  o f  P reach e rs , 

rev ea led  u n d e r o a th  h is  p e rso n a l im p re ss io n s o f th e  p u re  an d  

h o ly  life o f T h o m as:  '

T h o m as w as a  m an o f a h o ly  life an d n o b le d isp o s itio n . 

H e  w as  p eacefu l, so b e r, h u m b le , q u ie t, d ev o u t, co n tem p la tiv e , 

an d so ch aste th a t h e  w as co n s id e red a  v irg in . In  fo o d an d  

in  d rin k  b e  p rac tic ed  su ch  m o d era tio n th a t h e n ev e r d es ired  

an y sp ec ia l fo o d , n o r w as h e o v e rly co n cern ed ab o u t h is  

ap p a re l. E v ery  d ay  h e  e ith er ce leb ra ted  M ass w ith  g rea t d ev o ­

tio n , o r a tten d ed o n e o r tw o . E x cep t fo r th e h o u rs sp en t in  

n ecessa ry  rep o se , h e  co n tin u a lly  d ev o ted  h im se lf to  le c tu rin g , 

w ritin g , p ray in g , o r p reach in g .®

T h e  sw o rn  te s tim o n y  o f  W illiam  o f  T o cco  is  lik ew ise  b ased  

u p o n p e rso n a l acq u a in tan ce , a lth o u g h n o t as in tim a te . H e  

w as P rio r o f th e  D o m in ican  C o n v en t a t B en ev en to : H e  w as  

v e ry ac tiv e in th e p ro cess o f can o n iza tio n , h av in g  b een a  

co m m iss io n er fro m  th e y ea r 1 3 1 7 . T h e re su lts o f h is in ­

v es tig a tio n s h e co n d en sed in to  a  b io g rap h y o f S t. T h o m as.  

H e  b ecam e  acq u a in ted  w ith  T h o m as  a t N ap le s  n ea r th e  c lo se



f ΐ

12 T he In terior L ife of St. T hom as A quinas

o f th e sa in t’s life , w h en h e h ea rd  h im  p reach  an d  le c tu re , 

an d  n o ticed  h o w  th ro n g s o f p eo p le  c ro w d ed  ab o u t h im  w ith  

d ev o tio n  to  h ea r h is se rm o n s . H e  co n tin u ed :

T h o m as w as a  m o st lo v ab le m an  (hom o dulcis), d esp is in g  

tem p o ra l h o n o rs , so  p u re an d  ch as te th a t h e w as co m m o n ly  

th o u g h t to  b e  a  v irg in  as fro m  h is m o th e r ’s w o m b .

F o r h is te stim o n y , W illiam  o f T o cco , w h o w as n o t as  

in tim ate w ith T h o m as as th e w itn esse s p rev io u s ly q u o ted ,  

re lied u p o n th o se w h o w ere b e tte r acq u ain ted w ith h im . 

F irst h e  re lied  u p o n  P e ter o f S ec tia w h o  w as p ro cu ra to r o f  

th e  D o m in ican s  in  E n g lan d ,  an d  p reach ed  a t  B ro th e r T h o m as ’ 

fu n e ra l. In  h is eu lo g y P e ter m en tio n ed :

W h en  T h o m as  w as  ap p ro ach in g  d ea th , h e  h ea rd  h is  g en e ra l 

co n fess io n . H is  w h o le  life  w as n o th in g  b u t p ray e r, co n tem p la ­

tio n , le c tu re s, se rm o n s , d isp u ta tio n s , w ritin gs , an d  d ic ta tio n s .

W illiam  o f T o cco , w h o  lik ew ise  re lied  u p o n  th e  in fo rm a ­

tio n w h ich h e h ad p e rso n ally rece iv ed fro m  R eg in a ld o f  

P ip em o  ab o u t th e  le a rn in g  o f th e  sa in t, rev ea led :

T h o m as  d id  n o t acq u ire  h is  k n o w led g e  b y  n a tu ra l in g en u ity ,  

b u t ra th e r th ro u g h  th e  rev e la tio n an d in fu s io n o f th e H o ly  

S p irit, fo r h e n ev e r b eg an to  w rite w ith o u t p rev io u s p ray er  

an d  te a rs . W h en ev e r a  d o u b t a ro se , h e  h ad  reco u rse  to  p ray er. 

A fte r sh ed d in g  m an y  te a rs , h e  w o u ld  re tu rn  to  h is  w o rk , n o w  

en lig h ten ed  an d  in s tru c ted .

B ro th e r R eg in a ld g av e  th is an d  o th e r te stim o n y  to  W illiam  

o f T o cco  in  h is p u b lic  le c tu re s .1 0

T h e  sw o rn  acco u n ts  o f Jo h n  R eg in a  o f N ap le s, O .P ., o n e  

o f th e g rea te s t th eo lo g ian s o f th e o ld est I ta lian T h o m is tic  

S ch o o l,1 1 an d  a lso an  ac tiv e p a rtic ip an t in  th e  can o n iza tio n  

p ro cess , a re  b ased  u p o n  th o se  w h o  h ad  a  m o re  p e rso n a l k n o w l­

ed g e  o f  T h o m as. F o r  th e  can o n iza tio n  h e  p rep a red  a  se rm o n
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w h ich  h e  w as n o t ab le to  d e liv e r b ecau se o f s ick n ess . S u b ­

s tan tia lly h is te s tim o n y p a in ted th e v e ry sam e p ic tu re as  

th e  o th e rs .” Λ

F in a lly , a  v a lu ab le te s tim o n y  fro m  th e  lip s o f a  m an  w h o  

d id , n o t b e lo n g to th e D o m in ican O rd er sh o u ld b e c ited . 

H e  w as  B arth o lo m ew  o f C ap u a , L o g o th e te an d  P ro th o n o tary  

o f d ie k in g d o m  o f S ic ily , T h is rep u tab le m an , w h o h ad  

freq u en ted  th e  D o m in ican  co n v en t a t N ap le s in  h is  y o u n g e r  

y ea rs as a s tu d en t, m ad e u se o f th e re liab le in fo rm a tio n o f  

D o m in ican s w h o h ad b een p e rso n a lly acq u a in ted w ith  

T h o m as . C h ie f am o n g  th e se  w as Jo h n  o f C aja tia , a  P reach ­

in g  F riar o f g rea t ren o w n  w h o  w as asso c ia ted w ith  T h o m as  

(m ultum  fam iliaris) an d  w as  h is  s tu d en t a t P aris  an d  N ap le s .  

M o reo v er, B arth o lo m ew  o f C ap u a , as a y o u n g s tu d en t,  

p e rso n a lly  saw  an d  s tu d ied T h o m as in  N ap les an d  w as so  

im p re ssed th a t th e m em ory rem a in ed w ith h im  ev en in  

h is  o ld  ag e .

B arth o lo m ew  o f C ap u a  b eg an  h is d esc rip tio n o f th e sp ir­

itu a l life  an d  ch a rac te r  o f  th e  sa in t in  th is  m an n e r:

I t  w as  th e  co m m o n  o p in io n  o f th o se  w h o  liv ed  w ith  B ro th e r  

T h o m as, esp ec ia lly  so m e  o f th e  F ria rs P reach ers m o st w o rth y  

o f c red en ce  an d  re sp ec t, th a t th e H o ly S p irit w as w ith h im ; 

fo r  th ey  a lw ay s  saw  h im  w ith  a  se ren e  co u n ten an ce , m eek , an d  

h u m b le . N ev er d id  h e in te rfe re w ith tem p o ra l a ffa irs , b u t  

ap p lied  h im se lf co n s tan tly  to  s tu d ies , le c tu rin g , w ritin g , an d  

p ray in g  fo r th e en lig h ten m en t o f th e fa ith fu l. I h av e h ea rd  

fro m  Jo h n o f C aja tia th a t B ro th e r T h o m as w as a lw ay s th e  

f irs t to  a rise fo r p ray ers d u rin g  th e  n ig h t, an d  as so o n as h e  

h ea rd th e o th e rs ap p ro ach in g , h e w ith d rew an d re tu rn ed  

to  h is  ce ll.

B arth o lo m ew  n ex t reco rd ed h is p e rso n a l im p re ss io n s o f  

th e  p e rso n a lity  o f S t. T h o m as , w h o m  h e  o b se rv ed  w h en ev e r  

th e  o p p o rtu n ity  p re sen ted  itse lf :
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B ro th e r T h o m as a lw ay s sh u n n ed  p e tty m atte rs , co n stan tly  

sea rch in g  a fte r th e  su b lim e. H e  w as a  v irg in , p u re  an d  ch as te . 

N o  o n e  co u ld  b e  fo u n d  w h o  h ad  h ea rd  o n e  v a in  w o rd  co m e  

fro m  h is lip s . E v en d u rin g d isp u ta tio n s , in w h ich m en a t 

• tim es a re  ap t to  ex ceed  th e  ru le  o f m o d era tio n , h e  w as a lw ay s  

m eek  an d  h u m b le , n ev e r u s in g  b o as tfu l o r b rag g in g  lan g u ag e .  

H e  w as so  ab s trac ted  fro m  tem p o ra l a ffa irs th a t w h ile h e  a te  

a t tab le , h is  ey es  w ere  tu rn ed  to w ard  h eav en . D ish es  co u ld  b e  

p laced b e fo re h im  an d rem o v ed w ith o u t h is tak in g n o tice . - 

W h en  th e  b re th ren  b ro u g h t h im  to  th e  g a rd en  fo r rec rea tio n , 

h e w o u ld  su d d en ly g o  o ff a lo n e , w h o lly ab s trac ted fro m  h is  

su rro u n d in g s, an d  re tu rn  to  h is ce ll.

S o m e  D o m in ican s , p rin c ip a lly  N ich o la s  F ric in o , w h o  a tten d ed  

th e  le c tu res o f B ro th er T h o m as an d  d a ily  h ea rd  M ass a t th e  

co n v en t o f th e F riars P reach e rs , rev ealed th e fo llo w in g to  

B arth o lo m ew :

B ro th er T h o m as  ce leb ra ted  h is  M ass ev e ry  d ay  in  th e  ea rly  

m o rn in g  in  th e  C h ap e l o f  S t. N ich o la s . W h en  h e  h ad  f in ish ed , 

an o th er p rie st w as read y im m ed ia te ly to ce leb ra te an o th e r  

M ass. A fte r h ea rin g th is M ass , h e p u t as id e th e v es tm en ts  

an d  a t o n ce ascen d ed th e  le c tu rin g  ch a ir . H is le c tu re s b e in g  

f in ish ed ,  h e  im m ed ia te ly  b eg an  to  w rite  an d  d ic ta te  to  n u m ero u s  

secre tarie s. A fte r ea tin g , h e re tu rn ed to h is ce ll w h ere  : h e  

en g ag ed  in  d iv in e co n tem p la tio n  u n til tim e  to  re st A fte r th is  

h e  w o u ld  ag a in  assu m e h is w ritin g , an d  th u s h is w h o le life  

w as o rd e red  to  G o d .1 3

T h e sam e w itn ess h ea rd  m an y  p eo p le ex p re ss th e co m m o n  

> o p in io n  th a t th e re w as h a rd ly  a  m o m en t o f tim e w h ich h e  

le t p ass u se le ssly . B arth o lo m ew , w h o  saw  B ro th e r T h o m as  

fo r m an y y ea rs a t N ap le s , an d h ad sp o k en w ith m an y  

D o m in ican s , co u ld reca ll b u t tw o o ccas io n s w h en h e h ad  

seen  h im  o u ts id e  th e  c lo iste r: o n ce  n ea r th e  tim e  o f v esp e rs ; 

a seco n d tim e in  C ap u a  a t th e  ro y a l co u rt, w h ere h e w en t 

b ecau se  o f so m e d iff icu lty  co n ce rn in g  h is n ep h ew .
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T h e can o n iza tio n b u ll,1 4 w ritten b y  P o p e Jo h n  X X II o n  

Ju ly 1 8 , 1 3 2 3 , o ffe rs a su m m ary o f a ll th e ch a rac te ris tic s  

w h ich  w e  h av e  fo u n d  in  th e  te stim o n ie s o f h is can o n iza tio n .  

T h ey  co m p rise a u n ifo rm  p o rtra it o f h is so u l an d  ch a rac te r .  

A  few  ex trac ts in d ica te  th e  p rin c ip a l th o u g h ts  o f th is  an c ien t 

d o cu m en t. (T h e  o rig in a l, p re se rv ed  in  th e  a rch iv es o f T o u ­

lo u se , w as p u b lic ized in p h o to s ta tic rep ro d u c tio n s o n th e  

o ccasio n o f S t. T h o m as ’ cen ten ary .) A fte r th e p o p e h ad  

b ro ad ly o u tlin ed  th e life an d  th e d ev e lo p m en t o f th e sa in t 

to  th e  h e ig h ts o f h is sc ien tif ic  career as  p ro fe sso r o f th eo lo g y  

an d c rea to r o f m o n u m en ta l p h ilo so p h ica l an d th eo lo g ica l 

w o rk s , h e d escrib ed  h is sa in tly  in te rio r life :

H e  acco m p lish ed  a ll th is  as  a  sk illfu l m an , w ith d raw n  fro m  

a ll  ea rth ly  am b itio n  an d  in ten t  u p o n  th e  a tta in m en t o f  h eav en ly  

g o o d s . In  ap p ly in g  h im se lf to  s tu d y , h e  p u t as id e  th e  tem p o ra l 

an d s tro v e a fte r G o d so as to  a tta in th e e te rn a l. H é  b eg an  

w ith  th e  d iv in e in  o rd e r to  b e  fo rtif ied  in  h is s tu d ie s , w h en ,  

each d ay  b e fo re ascen d in g th e le c tu rin g  ch a ir, h e ce leb ra ted  

M ass  an d  a tten d ed  an o th e r, o r, if  h e  d id  n o t ce leb ra te , a tten d ­

ed  tw o M asses. In  th e se M asses as w ell as in h is ass id u o u s  

p ray e rs , h e  rev ea led , in  th e  sh ed d in g  o f te a rs, h is sw ee tn ess o f  

m in d  an d  h is  d ev o tio n  to  G o d , fro m  w h o m  n o th in g  is  h id d en .

H e  so  sh o n e  in  th e  sp len d o u r o f ch as tity , ca re fu lly  g u a rd ed  

w ith  h u m ility , an d  n o u rish ed  b y  reco llec tio n , th a t m an y b e ­

liev ed  h e  rem a in ed  in co rru p t in  th e  v irg in ity  o f th e  f le sh . T h e  

sa in t ’s co n fe sso r, w h o  b e lo n g ed to th e sam e O rd e r an d  w h o  

h ad  h ea rd  h is  co n fess io n  fo r m an y  y ears , a lso  asserted  p u b lic ly  

o f h im  b e fo re  a ll h is fr ien d s : “I h av e  h ea rd  th e  g en e ra l co n ­

fe ss io n  o f th is h o ly  m an , o f w h o m  I te s tify  th a t I h av e  fo u n d  

h im  as p u re as a b o y  o f f iv e years, fo r h e  n ev e r ex p e rien ced  

th e  co rru p tio n  o f th e  f le sh .”  T h is  m an  o f G o d , m o reo v e r, w as  

co n ten t w ith th e fo o d o f re lig io u s an d th e c lo th in g o f th e  

co m m o n  life . H e  w as  m eek  in  co n v e rsa tio n , p lea san t in  k in d ­

n ess , m erc ifu l in  p ie ty , su b jec ted  in  h u m ility , an d  ad o rn ed  w ith  

m an y  o th e r v irtu es . H e  av o id ed  th e  v an ity  o f h o n o rs , an d  w as  
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cau tio u s in  h is asso c ia tio n w ith  w o m en . H e  n ev e r d es ired  to  

b e  p ro m in en t. W h en  en g ag ed  in a sch o la s tic d isp u ta tio n , h e  

n ev e r b ecam e so  b o as tfu l as to  u se  h au g h ty w o rd s, as o th e rs  

freq u en tly  d id , ev en  if  su ch  w o rd s  w ere  u sed  b y  h is  o p p o n en ts . 

T h is se rv an t o f G o d  w as w h o lly in ten t u p o n  d iv in e w o rk s , 

sed u lo u s ly  ap p ly in g  h im se lf to  s tu d y  in  w h ich  h e  ex ce lled , to  

p reach in g  in  w h ich  h e  w as  m o v in g , to  p ray e r in  w h ich  h e  w as  

d ev o u t, to  H o ly  W rit w h ich  h e  u n d e rs to o d  so  w ell. S o  it w as  

th a t, asid e  fro m  n a tu ra l n ecess ity  o r s leep , h e  n ev e r o r ra re ly  

le t an y  tim e  p ass in  id len ess .
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C H A R A C T E R IS T IC S  O F  T H E  IN T E R IO R  

L IF E  O F  S T . T H O M A S .

X H E  te stim o n ie s w h ich  w e  h av e ju s t ex am in ed fro m  th e  

ac ts o f S t. T h o m as ’ can o n iza tio n  p ro cess a re a ll s im ila r an d  

u n ified  in  p ra is in g  h im . T h e  p e rsev e rin g  ro u tin e  o f a  sch o la r 

w h o  d ev o ted  h im self co m p le te ly to  G o d , to  h is  v o ca tio n , an d . 

to  h is s tu d ies in  th e so litu d e o f h is ce ll, d o es n o t re sem b le  

a to rren t g u sh in g d o w n th e h ig h m o u n ta in s , b u t ra th er a  

p eace fu l an d g en tly  f lo w in g b ro o k w h ich w aters th e f ie ld s  

an d m ead o w s. T h ese ev e ry d ay o b se rv a tio n s o f th e in te rio r  

life o f S t. T h o m as assu m e m u ch  liv e lie r an d  b rig h te r co lo rs - 

if w e  p e rm it lig h t fro m  th e  w o rk s o f th e sa in t to  fa ll u p o n  

th em  —  if , fro m  th e d ep th s o f h is o w n so u l, w e d raw  w h a t  

h e  h as w ritten  ab o u t th e a im s, law s, an d  w ay s o f C h ristian  

v irtu e an d p e rfec tio n . T h ese w ritin g s w ill fo rm  a so rt o f  

co m m en tary  o n  th e  te stim o n ie s o f  h is can o n iza tio n  p ro cess.

In  th e se te stim o n ie s th ree b as ic fea tu re s c learly  s tan d  o u t  

ab o v e th e re st. T h o m as is ce leb ra ted  as a co n tem p la tiv e , as  

a  th in k e r liv in g  to ta lly  in  th e  w o rld o f th e  su p e rsen so ry , th e  

su p e rn a tu ra l, an d  th e  d iv in e . F u rth e rm o re , h is g lo w in g  lo v e  

o f G o d , w h ich  f in d s its ch ie f ex p ress io n in  h is  life  o f  p ray e r  

an d  in  th e  d ed ica tio n  o f h is w h o le  life , ex te rio r an d  in te rio r , 

to  G o d , is  b ro u g h t in to  p ro m in en ce . L astly , a ll th e se  acco u n ts  

ex to l h is h a rm o n io u s , w ell-b a lan ced  ch a rac te r , u n d is tu rb ed

1 7
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an d  u n tro u b led  b y  an y  in o rd in a te p ass io n , s in ce  h is v irg in a l 

p u rity , h is h u m ility , s ilen ce , an d m o d esty , h is m eek n ess , 

b en ev o len ce , an d  am iab ility , co n tin u a lly  ap p ear as th e  b as ic  

ten d en cie s o f h is w h o le b e in g . I w o u ld  lik e to  ex p re ss th e se  

th ree fu n d am en ta l tra its in th e w o rd s : w isd o m  — ch a rity —  

p eace .



W IS D O M

1 H E  w h o le in te llec tu a l life o f S t. T h o m as b ea rs th e  

im p rin t o f w isd o m ; it is co m p le te ly d ed ica ted to  co n tem p la ­

tio n an d  to th e o rd e rin g o f tru th . In th e p a in tin g s w h ich  

d ep ic t th e  tr iu m p h  o f S t. T h o m as, a rt h as ex p re ssed  th e  ro o t  

' o f th is p u re s t an d n o b le s t in te lle c tu a lity , e lev a ted to th e  

h e ig h ts o f n a tu ra l an d  su p ern a tu ra l co n tem p la tio n o f tru th . 

W e h av e su ch  p o rtray a ls o f th e  tr iu m p h  o f S t. T h o m as b y  

T ad d eo  G ad d i in  th e  S p an ish  ch ap e l o f S . M aria  N o v e lla a t  

' F lo ren ce ;  b y  F ran cesco  T ra in i in  th e  C h u rch  o f  S t. C ath erin e  

a t P isa ; b y  F ilip p o L ip p i in S . M aria su p ra M in erv a ; an d  

b y B en o zzo G o zzo li in a tem p e ra p a in tin g a t th e L o u v re  

a t P aris .

P . L . F erre tti, O .P ., in  h is w o rk  w h ich  w e h av e  a lread y  

m en tio n ed , h as rep ro d u ced  an d d escrib ed tw o  p o rtray a ls o f  

th e  tr iu m p h  o f S t. T h o m as , w h ich  u n til n o w  h av e rem a in ed  

g en e ra lly  u n k n o w n . O n e  co m es fro m  th e  b ru sh  o f A n to n e llo  

d a  M essin a ,1 an d  a t p re sen t is  fo u n d  in  th e  N atio n a l M u seu m  

a t P a lerm o . A t th e to p o f th is p a in tin g , G o d th e F a th er  

ap p ea rs  w ith  tw o  an g e ls  a t H is  r ig h t, h o ld in g  in  th e ir  h an d s  

a  b o o k  w ith  th e  in sc rip tio n  : "B ene  scripsisti de  m e  T hom a—  

Y o u  h av e  w ritten  w ell o f  m e,  T h o m as!”  A t H is  le f t, tw o  an g e ls  

lik ew ise  h o ld  a  b o o k  w ith  th e  w o rd s : "Sensum  tuum , D om ine, 

quis scire  poterit, nisi tu  dederis sap ien tiam ?  —  O h  L o rd , w h o

1 9  
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co u ld  k n o w  w h a t y o u  m ean  u n le ss y o u  g av e  w isd o m ? ” , H ere  

w isd o m  is  p o in ted  o u t as an  essen tia l fea tu re  o f S t. T h o m as . 

In th e m id d le o f th e p o rtra it, th e sa in t is sea ted u p o n a  

th ro n e , su rro u n d ed  h y  an g els . A  p o p e  is a t h is r ig h t, a  k in g  

a t h is le f t. F arth er to th e rear , a t h is le f t, c le rics an d  re li­

g io u s ; an d  a t h is r ig h t, lay  p eo p le  lis ten to  h is w o rd s . A v er­

ro ë s lie s a t h is fee t d e fea ted an d  v an q u ish ed .

T h e  seco n d  p a in tin g  co m es fro m  th e sch o o l o f A n to n e llo  

d a  M essin a , an d  is  n o w  p re se rv ed  in  th e  M u seu m  o f P a lazzo  

B ello m o a t S iracu sa .2 H ere T h o m as is p ic tu red u p o n th e  

le c tu rer ’s ch a ir . S t. P e te r s tan d s to  h is r ig h t, w h ile S t. P au l 

is a t h is le f t. A  c ro w d o f lis ten e rs , b o th  re lig io u s an d lay , 

g iv e ea r to  h is te ach in g . A g a in  A v erro es , w h o se in te lle c tu a l 

d e fea t fo rm s th e  fu n d am en ta l id ea  in  a ll th e se  rep re sen ta tio n s  

o f th e tr iu m p h  o f S t. T h o m as , is p ic tu red  a t th e  b o tto m  o f  

th e  p a in tin g .

In  th e  p a in tin g s o f T ra in i an d G o zzo li, th e b o o k w h ich  

S t. T h o m as h as o p en ed  b e fo re h im , b ea rs , as th e m o tto  o f  

h is  in te lle c tu a l life ’s w o rk , th e  w o rd s : ‘V erita tem  m editab itur  

guttur  m eum  et lab ia  m ea  detestabuntur im pium — M y  m o u th  

sh a ll m ed ita te tru th : an d m y lip s sh a ll h a te w ick ed n ess”  

(P ro v . 8 :7 ). T h ese  a re  th e  ex ac t w o rd s  w h ich  T h o m as  p laced  

a t th e  b eg in n in g  o f h is Sum m a  contra G entiles w ith w h ich  

h e  ex p la in s th e  fu n c tio n  o f th e  w ise  m an .

'T h e g rea tes t an d m o st im p re ss iv e o f a ll th e se p a in tin g s  

is th e  tr iu m p h  o f S t. T h o m as (b y  A n ton io  d i B o n a in to , n o t 

T ad d eo  G ad d i) in th e C ap e lla d eg li S p ag n o li a t F lo ren ce . 

H ere  S t. T h o m as is sea ted  u p o n  th e  le c tu re r 's  ch a ir , h o ld in g  

an  o p en  b o o k  in  w h ich  a re th e  w o rd s : “O ptavi et datus est 

m ihi sensus. Invocavi et ven it in m e sp iritus sap ien tiae  —  

T h erefo re  I w ish ed , an d  u n d e rstan d in g  w as  g iv en  m e: an d  I  

ca lled  u p o n G o d , an d  th e  sp irit o f w isd o m  cam e u p o n  m e ”  
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(W isd . 7 :7 )·  P ·  J ·  B erth ie r , O .P ., w h o  ex p la in s  in  h is  w eig h ty  

m o n o g rap h  th e id ea s o f th e se p o rtra its , p e rtin en tly rem ark s :

T h e  w h o le  life  o f th e  D o cto r  o f  A q u in o  is  ex p re ssed  in  th e se  

w o rd s . E v en  in  ch ild h o o d  h e  d es ired  a  h ig h e r an d  m o re  d iv in e  

k n o w led g e . T h u s a t M o n te C assin o , h e  ask ed th e  as to u n d ed  

te ach e r. “W h at is  G o d ? ”  H e  p ray ed  fo r  k n o w led g e  an d  a tta in ed  

it; h e  lo n g ed  fo r an d jm p lo red  a  d eep  in s ig h t an d  rece iv ed  it. 

H e  p ray ed  an d  th e .  sp ir it  o f w isd o m  d esccn d ed -iip o n J in n . H e  

le f t a ll: h is n o b le  n am e , p a ren ts , ea rth ly  p ro sp ects an d  h o p es , 

in  o rd e r to  fo llo w  w isd o m . H e_ p re fe rred  w isd o m  to .a ll.h o n o rs .,’  

W e a re ab le to d is tin g u ish a th reefo ld  w isd o m  in  w h ich  / 

T h o m as fo u n d  th e  m ean in g ,  an d  th eh ap p in ess.o f  life : m eta ­

physics, w h ich h as a lread y b een ch a rac te rized as σ ο φ ία b y  

A ris to tle ; supernatura l theo logy; an d th e g ift o f -w isdom , 1 

th e  w isd o m  o f  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l g ift o f  th e  H o ly  G h o st , w h ich  

lay s th e fo u n d a tio n fo r [q u as ij-ex p e rim en ta l k n o w led g e o f/ 

G o d , th e  lo v in g  an d  b le ssed  co n tem p la tio n  o f G o d . |

T h o m as  is  th e  g rea te st  m etap h y s ic ian  o f  sch o la s tic ism , an d , 

in g en e ra l, o f a ll C h ristian  p h ilo so p h y . H e u n ified in to  a  

m ag n ificen t an d  o rig in a l  sy n th es is  th e  in d u ctiv e  an d  an th ro p o ­

cen tric m etap h y s ics o f A risto tle , to  w h ich h e  w ro te an ap ­

p ro v in g  co m m en tary , an d  th e th eo cen tric m etap h y s ics o f S t. 

A u g u stin e . H is  m etap h y s ica l b en t  so u g h t,  to .rep ro d u ceJn jh e .  

m in d  th e  w h o le  o rd e r o f th e  u n iv e rse  an d  its cau ses . F a th e r  

G arrig o u -L ag ran g e, th e  b es t au th o rity  an d  rep re sen ta tiv e o f  

T h o m is tic  m etap h y s ics  in  o u r  d ay , ch a rac te rize s  th e  p h ilo so p h y  

o f S t. T h o m as as th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f b e in g  in  co n tra s t to  th e  

m o d em  p h ilo so p h y w h ich h e d escrib e s as a p h ilo so p h y  o f  

becom ing , o f  p h en o m en a lism .4 F a th er  O lg ia ti, an  o u ts tan d in g  

I ta lian  p h ilo so p h e r, h as rep re sen ted  in  h is b o o k L !anim a de ' 

San  T om m aso ,9 th e  m etap h y s ic s  o f being  as th e  so u l o f th e  

w h o le  T h o m istic  sy s tem . T h o m as  ru le s  th e  rea lm  o f  fac ts an d
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id ea s fro m  th e  h e ig h ts o f th e  sc ien ce  o f being . T h erefo re , if i 

o n e  w ish es  to  w eig h  an d  ap p rec ia te  T h o m as in  a ll h is  g en iu s I 

an d  im p o rtan ce , h e  m u st tak e  h is s tan d  h e re .  f

In  th is w o rk , I d o  n o t in ten d  to  en te r in to  th e  b as ic an d ( 

fu n d am en ta l q u estio n s o f T h o m istic m etap h y s ic s , in to th e  

d o c trin e o f being , th e rea l an d u n iv e rsa l v a lid ity o f f irs t 

p rin c ip le s , in to  h is d o c trin e o f p o ten tia lity  an d  ac tu a lity , es­

sen ce an d ex is ten ce , in to th e m etap h y s ica l co lo rin g o f h is  

th eo ry o f k n o w led g e , h is e th ic s , an d h is aes th e tic s b y th e  

co n cep ts o f th e o n to lo g ica l tru e , g o o d , an d b eau tifu l, in to  

h is m etap h y s ic s o f cau ses , an d  h is th eo lo g ica l co n sid e ra tio n  

o f th e  u n iv e rse . I o n ly  w ish to  ca ll a tten tio n  b rie fly to  tw o  

p o in ts : f irst, th e im p o rtan ce o f S t. T h o m as ’ m etap h y s ica l  

m eth o d  o f  p ro ced u re  fo r  fo rm in g  an d  sy stem a tiz in g  h is  sc ien ti­

f ic  s tru c tu re ; an d  seco n d ly , th e  in flu en ce o f th is  m etap h y sica l 

o u tlo o k  o n  h is u n d e rstan d in g  o f n a tu re  an d  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l. 

T h ese  a re  co n s id e ra tio n s  in  w h ich  th e  w eig h t o f  w isd o m  ex erts  

its  p ecu lia r  fo rce : lim itin g , o rd e rin g , an d  su p e rv is in g  a ll fro m  

th e  h ig h es t p rin c ip le s .

T h e sc ien tific fo rm atio n an d th e o rd e r, so ad m ired an d  

w o rth y  o f ad m ira tio n , o f th e  th o u g h t an d  o f th e  w o rk s o f S t. ■ 

'  T h o m as ,  a re  n o t  m erely  an  ex te rn a l a rran g em en t  an d  an  ex ac t 

assem b lin g o f m ate ria l, n o t m erely  a fu n c tio n  an d  re su lt o f  

lo g ica l c la ss if ica tio n . R ath e r it is an in te rn a l ev o lu tio n , _ in  

w h ich  lo fty  m etap h y s ica l an d  th eo lo g ica l th o u g h ts an d  v iew s , 

in  th e ir co n c lu s io n s , ap p lica tio n s , an d  re la tio n s , p e rv ad e  an d  

g o v e rn , as  d o m in atin g  p rin c ip le s , th e  w h o le  in te l le c tu a l s tru c -  

tu re , g iv in g  it  a  p e rfec tly  u n ified  s ty le . T h e  ex te rn a l a rran g e ­

m en t is  o n ly  th e  ap p ea ran ce , th e  g a rm en t  o f  th is  in n er  o rd e r, 

w h ich  g ro w s b y  o rg an ica lly  d ev e lo p in g  an d  fo rm in g  a  cen tra l  

id ea . In  th e  Sum m a  T heolog ica , th e  u n su rp assab le  m o n u m en t  

o f  T h o m is tic  a rch itec to n ic s ,  w e  see  th is  m etap h y s ica l  ap p ro ach
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in  its  in n e r  u n io n  w ith  an d  m u tu a l  p en e tra tio n  h y  th e  su b lim e  

th o u g h ts  o f  su p e rn a tu ra l rev e la tio n .

T h is sy stem a tic d ev e lo p m en t an d o rg an ic  "u n fo ld in g o f  

T h o m is tic  m etap h y s ics  is  m an ifes ted  in  its  p u re s t fo rm  in  th e  

f irs t th ree  b o o k s  o f th e  Sum m a  contra G entiles. T h e  p e rsp ec ­

tiv e s o f th e  p h ilo so p h ico -th eo lo g ica l  s tru c tu re o f S t. T h o m as  

m o st c learly  an d  e ffec tiv e ly  u n v e il th em selv es  w h en  th ro u g h ­

o u t th e  w h o le  sy stem  w e  o b serv e  th e se  fu n d am en ta l th o u g h ts  

o f m etap h y sic s in th e ir co n seq ü en ces an d ap p lica tio n s , as  

T h o m ists o f an c ien t an d  recen t tim es h av e  d o n e  w ith  g rea t 

p ro fit.

T h e  m etaph ys ic s o f S t. T h o m as is n o t m erely  an  a rran g e ­

m en t o f id ea s , b u t s tan d s in  liv in g  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  rea lity .. 

I t is a b as ic co n v ic tio n o f h is p h ilo so p h y th a t th e h u m an  

m in d , ch ie fly  b y  ab s trac tio n , th en  a lso  b y  in tu itio n an d  in - ■' 

fe ren ce , is ab le to  d isco v er b e in g  an d  th e  law s an d  re la tio n s  i 

of being in ex p erien ced  rea lity . I t can p e rce iv e an ag ree ­

m en t b e tw een d ie law s o f being an d th e s tru c tu re o f th e  

m in d , th e ra tio in b o th a su b jec tiv e an d o b jec tiv e sen se ,  

w h ich  h as  its  u ltim a te  fo u n d a tio n  in  G o d , th e  F irst C au se  o f  i 

being  an d  th o u g h t.·

T h e  su p rem e  law s o f being  in  th e ir tran scen d en t v a lid ity ,  

su rp ass in g  th e  lim its  o f  E m p iric ism , a re  s im ila r to  u n sh ak ab le  

p illa rs  u p o n  w h ich  o u r  k n o w led g e  o f  cau ses  lay s  th e  b rid g e  to  

a  k n o w led g e  o f  G o d .  T h e  m etap h y s ica l  d o c trin e  o n  th e  an a lo g y  

o f being  te ach es  th a t being  is  n o t sa id  ab o u t G o d  an d  ab o u t  

c rea tu re s  in  a  u n iv o ca l o r id en tica l sen se , n o r  in  an  eq u iv o ca l 

o r  en tire ly  d iffe ren t an d  im p ro p e r  sen se , b u t  ra th er  in  a  s im ila r  

sen se  re la tin g  th e  f in ite  e ffec t to  th e  in fin ite  cau se . T h is  d o c ­

tr in e  p o in ts  o u t, fo r  o u r  k n o w led g e  o f  G o d  an d  th e  w o rld , th e  

tru e  m id d le  w ay  .b e tw een  M o n ism  o n  o n e  s id e  .an d  A g n o sti­

c ism  an d  p u re sy m b o lism  o n th e o th e r. T h e m etap h y s ica l
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d o c trin e  o f p o ten cy  an d  ac t, o f th e  rea l d is tin c tio n  b e tw een  

essen ce  an d ,  ex is ten ce in  c rea tu res , h e lp s to  b rin g  o u t c lea rly  . 

an d  p rec ise ly , in  th e  T h o m istic  sy s tem , d ie  b asic  d is tin c tio n  

b e tw een  G o d  an d  th e  w o rld , th e  tran scen d en ce  o f G o d  o v e r  

th e w o rld . O n th e o th e r h an d , ca re fu l re flec tio n u p o n th e  

u n iv ersa l d iv in e  cau sality , em b rac in g  th e  in n e rm o st b e in g  an d  

ac tiv ity  o f c rea tu re s, g iv es a p ro fo u n d u n d e rstan d in g o f th e  

im m an en ce of G o d in th e w o rld . T h ese a re b u t a few  

in d ica tio n s o f th e  in flu en ce  o f S t. T h o m as ’ m etap h y s ica l ap ­

p ro ach  o n  th e  fo rm a tio n  an d  sy s tem atiza tio n  o f  h is  p h ilo so p h i­

ca l  an d  th eo lo g ica l  th o u g h t.

H ere lik ew ise I can ex p re ss m y se lf o n ly b rie fly o n th e  

seco n d p o in t— th e in flu en ce o f th is m etap h y sica l v iew p o in t

/^ T h o m as . If  o n e  read s th e  m ain  th eo lo g ica l w o rk s  o f  T h o m as, 

j, \  ab o v e  a ll h is  Sum m a  T heolog ica , th e  p h ilo so p h ica l, esp ec ia lly  

T A \  th e  m etap h y s ica l, ex p o s itio n s seem  to  tak e  u p  so  m u ch  sp ace  

)  in  to ta lly  th eo lo g ica l  co n tex ts  th a t  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l, th e  p u re ly  

C * th eo lo g ica l p a rt, w ith d raw s in to  th e  b ack g ro u n d . T h is  seem s  

so esp ec ia lly in co m p ariso n to th e w ritin g s o f o th e r g rea t 

sch o las tic s , su ch  as , p e rh ap s , S t. B o n av en tu re .  I jig jn te lle c tu a l  

I s tru c tu re  o f.  S t..T h o m as  h as .g jv en  th e  im p re ss io n  o f  ra tio n a lism

to m an y ea rn es t s tu d en ts . A n d y e t, th is is fa r fro m  th e  

/  ' tru th .

N o n e  o f  th e  g rea t C ath o lic  th eo lo g ian s  o f th e  M id d le  A g es  

h as so p recise ly an d  c lea rly d raw n th e d is tin c tio n b e tw een  

th e  n a tu ra l an d  su p e rn a tu ra l, b e tw een fa ith  an d  rea so n , b e ­

tw een  p h ilo so p h y an d  th eo lo g y . A n d  s in ce h e  so  accu ra te ly  

d is tin g u ish ed , h e a lso v e ry  d ea rly d e fin ed th e n a tu ra l an d  

su p e rn a tu ra l, fa ith  an d  rea so n , p h ilo so p h y  an d  th eo lo g y , an d  

sh o w ed  th e ir  h a rm o n y _ as w ell.7 P h ilo so p h ica l an d  th eo lo g ica l 

ten d en cie s , o ri tlm o th e rT an d ,  w h ich  a t f irs t g lan ce  m ay  seem  
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to  b ea r m u ch  m o re th e s tam p  o f th e su p e rn atu ra l, su ch as  

Jan sen ism , T rad itio n a lism , an d  O n to lo g ism , h av e  b lo tted  o u t  

th e  d is tin c tio n  b e tw een  th e  n a tu ra l an d  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l. In  

fac t, th ey  so  o b scu red  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l  th ey  ev en tu a lly  red u ced  

it  to  n o th in g .

T h e  d is tin c tio n as w ell as th e  h a rm o n y  b e tw een d ie n a t­

u ra l an d  th e  su p e rn atu ra l, fa ith  an d  rea so n , p h ilo so p h y  an d  

th eo lo g y  re st, acco rd in g  to  S t. T h o m as , u p o n  th e  ro ck  fo u n d a ­

tio n o f m etap h y s ica l co n v ic tio n s . G o d , th e A b so lu te B ein g ,  

is th e F irst P rin c ip le an d F irst C au se o f a ll f in ite n a tu ra l 

being , w h ich  b y  rea so n  o f th e  d iv in e  ac t o f c rea tio n  is in  th e  

n a tu ra l o rd e r a  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  th e  d iv in e being . G o d , w h o se  

in fin ite p len itu d e  o f being an d  in te llig en ce to w ers ab o v e a ll  

n a tu ra l k n o w led g e  in  th e  m y ste rio u s  fecu n d ity  o f  th e  in tim a te  

life o f th e T rin ity , is a lso th e cau se o f th e su p e rn a tu ra l. 

T h ro ug h  a d iv in e ac t o f lo v e an d  g race , th e c rea ted  so u l is  

e lev a ted to a p a rtic ip a tio n in th is m y sterio u s life o f G o d ; 

it is ra ised  to  a  su b lim e  fo rm  an d  d eg ree o f u n io n  w ith  G o d  

fa r ex ceed in g a ll o u r n a tu ra l ex p ec ta tio n s an d  ab ilitie s . T h e  

tw o  ray s o f n a tu ra l an d  su p ern a tu ra l tru th , w h ich a re  u sed  

in  rea so n an d  fa ith , p h ilo so p h y  an d  th eo lo g y , a lso  f low  fro m  

th e  b o so m  o f G o d , th e A b so lu te E te rn a l T ru th . T h ese a re  

p rec ise ly  th e  m etap h y s ica l co n v ic tio n s  w h ich  b rin g  T h o m as  to  

a ffirm  th e  h a rm o n y  b e tw een  th e  n a tu ra l  an d  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l  

o rd ers  o f  tru th .

T h e  g rea t tru th s  o f  m etap h y s ic s,  th e  su p rem e  law s  o f  being , 

w h ich  s im u ltan eo u s ly  a re  law s o f th o u g h t, a re  an ch o red — as  

S t. T h o m as te ach es in  co n ju n ctio n w ith  S t. A u g u stin e  — in  

th e  in te llec t an d  n a tu re  o f G o d , h av in g  ab so lu te v a lid ity  in  

th e  d o m a in  o f  th e  n a tu ra l as  w ell as  in  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l o rd e r. 

E v en  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l  tru th s, rev ea led  b y  G o d , f it w ith in  th e  

fram ew o rk o f th e h ig h es t m etap h y sica l tru th s , a lth o u g h in
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th em se lv es th ey a re en th ro n ed fa r ab o v e th e p in n ac le s o f  
m etap h y s ic s . F o llo w in g  th e  te ach in g  o f S t. T h o m as , th e  co n - . | 

tin g en t p h y s ica l o rd e r can  b e  in te rru p ted  th ro u g h  th e  o m n ip - ί 

o ten ce  o f G o d  fo r a  p ro o f o f a  d iv in e  rev e la tio n  an d  m iss io n . 

Y et,  b e tw een  th e  u n sh ak ab le  p rin c ip les  o f  m etap h y s ic s  an d  th e  

tru th s o f su p ern a tu ra l rev ela tio n , n o ac tu a l o p p o s itio n can  

ex ist. T h e  sc ien tif ic  d o c trin e  o f S t. T h o m as A q u in as , as it is  

d ev elo p ed  p rin c ip a lly  in  h is p ro fo u n d  w o rk  In  B oethium  de  

T rin ita te , sh o w s th e m u tu a l d ep en d en ce an d u n ity o f th e  

v a rio u s b ran ch es o f h u m an k n o w led g e b y reaso n o f th e ir  

m etap h y s ica l o rien ta tio n , an d a lso m an ife sts th e h a rm o n y  

b e tw een th e n a tu ra l an d  su p e rn a tu ra l k n o w led g e o f tru th .8

O n e w ill n ev e r th o ro u g h ly u n d e rs tan d th e p h ilo so p h y o r  

th e  th eo lo g y  o f th e  A n g e lic  D o c to r, n o r b e  ab le to  p en e tra te  

to  th e  d ep th s  o f  h is  su p e rn a tu ra l co n s id era tio n  o f  G o d  an d  th e  

u n iv e rse , u n le ss h e h as d ev o ted h im se lf th ro u g h cease le ss  

s tu d y  to  th e  m etap h y s ica l co n cep ts in  h is w o rk s . T h e  o ld es t 

sch o lars -o f S t. T h o m as , w h o se  w o rk s a re co n stan tly  b eco m ­

in g  b e tte r k n o w n  th ro u g h  m an u scrip t re sea rch , h av e  p lu n g ed  

th em selv es d irecd y in to  th e se  m etap h y s ica l p ro b lem s in th e  

sp ir it o f th e ir m u ch b e lo v ed te ach e r. A t th e c lo se o f th e  

M id d le  A g es, th e  D o m in ican s , P au lu s S o n c in as an d  D o m in i­

cu s o f F lan d e rs, ex p o sed th e A risto te lian -T h o m is tic m eta ­

p h y s ic s  in  en o rm o u s w o rk s . In  o u r d ay , s in ce  an  a rd en t d es ire  

fo r m etap h y s ic s cap tiv a te s th e m in d s o f m an y , th e m eta ­

p h y s ic s o f S t. T h o m as h as n o t lo s t its su b lim e w o rth , so  

p ro v ed in th e in te lle c tu a l w arfa re o f cen tu ries . T h u s P o p e  

P iu s  X I w rites  in  h is  en cy c lica l in  h o n o r  o f  S t. T h o m as  (Ju n e  

2 9 ,1 9 2 3 ):

A n d  a lth o u g h  h is m etap h y s ica l te ach in g s h av e  a ro u sed th e  

b itte rn e ss o f  h o s tile  c ritics , y e t th ey  s till re ta in  th e ir fo rce an d  

sp len d o u r lik e  p u re  g o ld  th a t n o  ac id  can  d isso lv e  o r ta rn ish .



W isdom 2 ,7

C ath o lic  p h ilo so p h e rs , su ch  as  R . G arrig o u -L ag ran g e , O .P  

J . M aréch a l, S .J ., C . B eau m k er, J . G ey ser, an d  o th e rs , h av e  

d em o n stra ted  in  n u m ero u s  w ay s , b y  th e  co n tras t  b e tw een  S t. 

T h o m as ’ m etap h y sic s an d th e m o d em  cu rren t o f th o ug h t, 

th a t T h o m istic  m etap h y s ics  h as  n o t lo s t its  s ig n ific an ce  in  th e  

cu rren t in te lle c tu a l s tr ife .9 E v en th in k e rs o u ts id e C ath o lic  

an d  sch o la stic  c irc le s , w h o  fro m  p re ju d ice  o p p o se  m etap h y s ic s , 

co m e u n co n sc io u s ly , an d  ev en co n sc io u s ly , to  co n v ic tio n s in  

ep is tem o lo g y an d  m etap h y s ic s w h ich a re n o t fa r fro m  th e  

fu n d am en ta l co n cep ts o f  T h o m istic  m etap h y s ic s. A n  em in en t  

n a tu ra l p h ilo so p h er o f  o u r  tim e , w h o  co m b in es  a  v e ry  th o ro u g h  

sc ien tif ic sp ec ia liz a tio n  w ith p h ilo so p h ica l acu m en , w rites as  

fo llo w s:

M y  co n v ic tio n  is  ro o ted  in  th e  in te lle c tu a l sch o o l o f  A ris to tle  

an d  h is fo llo w ers o f th e M id d le A g es, A lb e rt th e  G rea t an d  

T h o m as A q u in as . W h ile  A lb e rt a lread y  c la im ed  ex p e rien ce  to  

b e th e so le so u rce o f tru th  in sc ien tif ic re sea rch , c red it g o es  

to  S t. T h o m as fo r h av in g  es tab lish ed  th e  p rin c ip le  o f cau sa lity  

(n o  e ffec t is  w ith o u t its  cau se ) as th e  b asis  o f p h ilo so p h y  an d  

th e re fo re a lso o f n a tu ra l sc ien ce . T h o m as rea liz ed , fu rth e r ­

m o re , th a t th e re la tio n  o f cau se an d  e ffec t d id ,  n o t su ffice as  

an  ex p lan a tio n  o f  n a tu ra l p h en o m en a , b u t  th a t fo r  liv in g  th in g s  

th e re m u st b e an  in te lle c tu a l b e in g  as d irec to r an d  g o v e rn o r  

o f n a tu re , b ecau se o f th e u n d en iab le f in a lity an d te leo lo g y  

m an ife s ted  in  th em . T h u s  b y  a  tw o fo ld  co n sid e ra tio n , n am e ly , 

b y  th e  p rin c ip le s  o f cau sa lity  an d  f in a lity , T h o m as co n clu d ed  

th e  ex is ten ce  o f G o d  fro m  c rea ted  n a tu re .1 0

T h e  seco n d  an d  lo ftie r fo rm  o f w isd o m  is th eo lo g y , sacra  

doctrina , th e  sacred  sc ien ce , as S t. T h o m as lo v es to  ca ll it.1 1  

W h ile m etap h y s ic s, th e q u een  o f a ll n a tu ra l k n o w led g e , is  

p u re ly  h u m an , n a tu ra l w isd o m  an d  sc ien ce , th eo lo g y is th e  

h u m an -d iv in e w isd o m  an tL sc ien ce . T h eo lo g y  is d iv in e in  its  

p rin c ip le s, th e  m y ste rie s o f fa ith  rev ea led  b y  G o d , an d  in  its
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su p e rn a tu ra l d iv in e  fa ith  w ith  w h ich  w e  asserit w ith  ab so lu te  

ce rtitu d e  to  th e se  tru th s . I t is h u m an  in  d raw in g  co n c lu s ip n s , 

ch ie fly  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f p h ilo so p h y , fro m  th e  tru th s  o f fa ith , 

in u n co v erin g an d u n fo ld in g th e d ep ths an d re la tio n s o f  

tru th s  h id d en  in  rev ealed  d o c trin e s. M etap h y s ic s, in  its u lti­

m ate an d lo ftie s t co n s id e ra tio n , is a lso a sc ien ce o f th in g s  

d iv in e . B u t in  so  fa r  as  a ll p h ilo so p h y  is  o rd a in ed  to  a  k n o w l­

ed g e  o f G o d  th ro u g h  c rea tu re s, m etap h y s ics  is o n ly  a  k n o w l­

ed g e  o f  G o d  acq u ired  b y  h u m an  rea so n  c lim b in g , fro m  b e lo w , 1 

a lad d e r o f cau ses . M etap h y s ic s is a k n o w led g e o f d iv in e  j

th in g s  as  w e  see  th em  (secundum  nostrum  m odum ), a  k n o w l-  ;

e d g e  f itted  to  o u r  n a tu ra l in te lle c tu a l life  an d  n ev e r ex ceed in g ,

Λ  ; · ■ - · . · ■'.■.■ d -ι

T h eo lo g y , o n th e o th e r h an d , is a k n o w led g e o f d iv in e  

th in g s~ asT fiey  a re  in  th em se lv es  (secundum  m odum  ipsorum  

divinorum ), g o in g  b ey o n d  th e  n a tu ra l cap ac ity  o f o u r m in d , 

o rien ta ted  to  G o d ’s  k n o w led g e  o f  H im se lf , su ited  to  th e  su p e r­

n a tu ra l ch a rac te r  o f  th e  m y ste rie s  o f  fa ith . I t  is  a  k n o w led g e  o f  

th e  d iv in e  m y ste rie s  seen  fro m  th e  v iew p o in t o f  d iv in e  w isd o m  

itse lf. T h is G o d -fo rm ed , if w e w ish to  ca ll it su ch , k n o w l- “  

ed g e o f d iv in e th in g s w ill b e  p o ssib le an d  co m p le te o n ly  in J  

h eav en , in  th e e tern a l u n v e iled  v is io n o f G o d . T h e  p re sen t  

su p e rn a tu ra l th eo lo g y  is m ere ly  a  p a rtic ip a tio n  o f  th e  ce les tia l 

th eo lo g y , s im ila r to  th e  k n o w led g e o f G o d  H im se lf in  so  fa r  

as th ro u g h  in fu sed  fa ith  it ad h e res to  G o d , th e  F irst T ru th ,  

o n  acco u n t o f H im se lf .1 *

T h o m as ex p re sse s h is lo fty co n cep tio n o f th e n a tu re o f  

th eo lo g y  in  th e  sen ten ce : "Sacra doctrina est velu t quaedam  

im pressio  divinae scien tiae, quae est una  et sim plex  om nium ’ 

C S . T h ., I , q . x , a . 3 , ad 2). S ac red sc ien ce , in a ce rta in  

sen se , is an  im p re ss io n , a  s tam p in g  o f  d iv in e  k n o w led g e  u p o n  

o u r m in d , an d  th u s it p a rtic ip a te s in  th e  p ro p e rtie s o f G o d ’s
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k n o w led g e , in H is u n ity  an d s im p lic ity . W ith  g o o d reaso n  ■

o n e  p o in ts to  R ap h ae l ’s D isputa  as  th e  rep re sen ta tio n  o f th eo -  j

lo g ica l sc ien ce , w h ich  is su b o rd in a ted to  th e  sc ien ce o f G o d  i

an d  th e  B lessed . i

F o r  T h o m as , th eo lo g y  is jio t  m ere ly  sc ien ce  an d  th e  h ig h es t  

o f  a ll th e  sc ien ces, b u t ra th er w isd o m  —  sap ien tia  divina . T h e  

sa in tly  D o cto r te ach es :

T h eo lo g y is w isd o m  in so fa r as it co n sid e rs th e h ig h es t ’i 

cau ses. ...  I t is sa id  to  b e  w isd o m  m o re  so  th an  m etap h y s ic s  

fo r it co n s id ers th e  h ig h es t cau ses acco rd in g  to th e m o d e o f  

th e cau ses th em se lv es, s in ce it is accep ted im m ed ia te ly fro m  

G o d th ro u g h rev ela tio n . M etap h y s ic s , o n th e o th er h an d , / 

co n s id e rs th e h ig h es t cau ses fro m  v iew p o in ts tak en fro m  th e / 

rea lm  o f c rea tu re s . H en ce th is d o c trin e ( th eo lo g y ) is sa id to / 

b e m o re d iv in e th an m etap h y s ic s , fo r it is d iv in e in . re sp ec t / 

to  th e  su b jec t an d  th e  ap p ro ach , w h ereas  m etap h y s ics  is d iv in e  

o n ly  in  re sp ec t to  th e  su b jec t.1 3

S in ce S t. T h o m as e lev a te s th e  sc ien ce o f th eo lo g y  to  w is ­

d o m , h e th e reb y g iv es it an em in en t e th ica l s ig n ific an ce , 

s tre ssin g  th e  in tim ate , m u tu a l re la tio n  b e tw een  th eo lo g y  an d  î

life . F o r th is rea so n T h o m as freq u en tly em p h asize s th e im -  i

p o rtan ce o f su p e rn a tu ra l. e th icaL  p u rity _ an d san c tity fo r a  j

th eo lo g ica l k n o w led g e . L ife p reced es d o c trin e an d sc ien ce ; j

life  le ad s  to  a  k n o w led g e  o f tru th . In  o th e r  sc ien ces  it su ffice s  i

th a t m an  b e  p e rfec t in te lle c tu a lly . T ^e jliy in e_ sc ien ce JL_ o n _ th e . ■ ■ i 

co n tra ry , d em an d s p e rfeç tio n _ o f_ in te llecC an d  a ffec tio n .1 4 E s-  i

p ec ia lly in ch as tity an d  h u m ility . T h o m as see s h e lp fu l d is -  

p o s itio n s fo r a d eep  a rid fru itfu l u n d e rstan d in g o f th eo lo g y . K i 

T h e  p u rp o se  o f a_ ch as te . v irg in a l life co n s ists in th is  — th a t Ï

m an , u n h am p e red b y sen su a l d es ire^ çan _ d ev o te h im self  , to  I

th e  y n n tem p la tio n o f d iv in e th in g s (liberius divinae contem ­

pla tioni vaca t).1 5 In  p rid e , T h o m as see s an o b s tac le to  tru e  

sc ien ce an d  w isd o m , fru itfu l fo r th o u g h t an d  life , in  so  fa r

1 
J
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as th e  p ro u d  p e rso n  tak es d e lig h t in  h is o w n  su p p o sed  g rea t­

n ess an d g lo ry , an d co n seq u en tly lo ses th e rev e ren cê an d  

lo v in g  u n d e rstan d in g fo r th e  ex cellen ce o f tru th . H u m ility , 

o n th e o th er h an d , m ak es m an  b ro ad an d  recep tiv e to w ard  

G o d  : “H u m ility  m ak es  m an  cap ab le  o f G o d ." 1 8

W ith ex trao rd in a ry w arm th S t. T h o m as s tre sse s th e in ­

f lu en ce o f th e su p e rn a tu ra l v irtu e o f ch a rity an d th e g ifts  

o f th e  H o ly  G h o st, esp ec ia lly  th e  g ifts o f u n d e rstan d in g  an d  

w isd o m , fo r a  fru itfu l acq u is itio n o f th eo lo g y . T h u s w e a re  

led  to  th e  th ird  co n s id era tio n  o f  w isd o m , th e  g ift o f th e  H o ly  

G h o g t. In  h is co m m en ta ry o n th e G o sp e l acco rd in g to S t  

Jo h n , S t. T h o m as  w rite s:

F o r ju s t as a lam p  is n o t ab le to illu m in ate  u n less a f ire  

is en k in d led , so a lso  a  sp ir itu a l lam p [b y th is T h o m as re fers  

to  th e  p rie st, th e  th eo lo g ian  as s tu d en t an d  p reach er o f su p e r­

n a tu ra l tru th ] d o es n o t illu m in a te [ i.e ., rece iv e  an d  th en  g iv e  

to o th e rs a p ro fo u n d  u n d e rstan d in g  o f th e tru th s o f fa ith ]  

u n le ss h e  f irs t b u m  an d  b e  in flam ed  w ith  th e  f ire  o f ch a rity . 

H en ce  a rd o r p reced es illu m in a tio n , fo r a k n o w led g e o f tru th  

is  b es to w ed  b y  th e  a rd o r o f ch a rity .1 7

T h e  g ift  o f  u n d e rstan d in g  co n fers  a  su p ern a tu ra l acu ten ess , 

a  d eep  an d  c lear  in s ig h t in to  th e  m y ste rie s  o f fa ith . T h e  g ift 

o f w isd o m , w h ich  h as  as a  fo u n d a tio n  th e  a ffec tiv e  u n io n  o f  

th e  so u l w ith  G o d , b y  sh a rin g  in  th e  in tim acy  o f th e  d iv in e  

n a tu re , g iv es an  a ffec tiv e k n o w led g e  o f d iv in e  th in g s w h ich  

d ep en d s u p o n th is in n e r u n io n o f life an d  lo v e w ith G o d  

ian d th e d iv in e .1 8 W isd o m  p e rm its u s to  d isco v e r an d ta s te  

th e se  d iv in e  m y ste rie s , esp ec ia lly th e  m o st secre t w o rk in g s  o f  

G o d in th e so u l f illed w ith g race , an d  g iv es a  lo v in g an d  

b liss fu l [q u as ij-ex p e rim en ta l k n o w led g e o f G o d , a co n tem - 

Ip la tio n o f d iv in e rea lities , fo u n d ed  u p o n lo v e an d f lo w in g  

'a g a in  in to  lo v e . T o  b eh o ld  th e  u n fa th o m ab le  d ep th s  o f G o d ,  



to  d irec t  o u r  v is io n  to w ard  G o d , to  re jo ice  in  th e  co n tem p la tio n  

o f th e  d iv in e an d  th e reb y to  b e  in flam ed to  a n ew  lo v e — to  

d o  a ll th is o u t o f lo v e  u n d e r an  im p u lse  o f th e  H o ly  S p irit,  

w h o  is  p e rso n a l d iv in e  L o v e , is  th e  e ffec t o f  th e  g ift  o f  w isd o m , 

w h ich  h e re , b e fo re  a ll e lse , is th e  p rin c ip le o f m y stica l co n ­

tem p la tio n  an d  u n io n  w ith  G o d , If T h o m as is ch arac te rized  

w ith  su ch in s is ten ce in th e te s tim o n ie s o f th e can o n iza tio n  

p ro cess as a  co n tem p la tiv e , th en  ce rta in ly  w e  h av e  fu ll r ig h t  

to  th in k  ab o u t th e  g ift  o f  w isd o m  an d  m y stica l co n tem p la tio n .

In th e M id d le A g es an d  a t p re sen t, o p in io n s h av e b een  

ad v an ced w h ich d es ired to ex c lu d e S t. T h o m as fro m  th e  

h is to ry  o f  m y stic ism  b ecau se  o f  h is  A ris to te lian  in te lle c tu a lism . 

T h e  C arth u sian , V in cen t o f A g g ab ach , d e fen d e r o f an  an ti­

in te lle c tu a l m y stica l m o v em en t, w ro te a t th e c lo se o f th e  

M id d le A g es th a t S t. T h o m as h ad n o t o n ce ev en fa in tly  

m en tio n ed  m y stica l th eo lo g y  in  h is w h o le Sum m a  as w ell as  

in  h is o the r w o rk s (nec tenuem  m entionem  de  m ystica  theo ­

log ica facit).™  R ecen tly th e B en ed ic tin e , A b b o t B u tle r,2 0  

h ig h ly  re sp ec ted  in  p a tro lo g y  an d  th e  h is to ry  o f m o n as tic ism ,  

ex p re ssed  a  s im ila r v iew .

T h e  h is to ry  o f m y stica l th eo lo g y is th e b es t re fu ta tio n  o f  

th is  assertio n . T h e  G erm an  m y stics  o f  th e  O rd e r  o f  P reach e rs , 

in so fa r as th ey  d o  n o t fa ll u n d e r th e in flu en ce o f N eo ­

P la to n ism , th e B en ed ic tin e  m y stic s , Jo h n  o f C aste l, B ern ard  

o f  W ag u n g , an d  o th e rs , esp ec ia lly  th e  S p an ish  m y stic s o f th e  

s ix teen th  an d  sev en teen th  cen tu rie s , an d  S t. F ran cis  o f S a le s  

in h is T heotim us— a ll cam e u n d e r th e in sp ira tio n o f S t. 

T h o m as . F ro m  th e  m y stica l lite ra tu re o f th e p re sen t d ay , I  

n eed  o n ly  re fe r to th e w o rk s in  th e L a V ie Spirituelle b y  

F a th er G arrig o u -L ag ran g e , fro m  w h o se  p en  h av e co m e th e  

co m p reh en s iv e w o rk s : P erfection chrétienne et C ontem pla ­

tion selon S . T hom as d ’A quin et S . Jean de la C roix, an d
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T raité de théo log ie ascétique et m ystique, L es tro is âges de  

la  vie  in térieure  'p rélude de celle  du  ciel.21

F a th e r G ard eil, O .P .,2 2 o n e  o f th e  m o st v e rsa tile  an d  p ro ­

fo u n d  T h o m is ts  o f o u r d ay , in  a b eau tifu l b o o k  o n  th e  g ifts  

o f th e H o ly G h o st in th e D o m in ican sa in ts/ d es ig n a tes as  

' th e  ch a rac te ristic in te lle c tu a l g ift o f S t. T h o m as  n o t th e  g ift 

o f  u n d e rstan d in g , as o n e  w o u ld  ex p ec t, .b u t ra th e r th e  g ift o f . 

w isd o m . H e b ases th is ch o ice u p o n th e a ttrac tio n o f th e  

sa in t to w ard  a  co n tem p la tio n  o f  d iv in e  tru th s , to w ard  a  lo v in g  

p en etra tio n in to th e d ep th s o f th e m y ste ries o f G o d . N o t  

o n ly  in  d o c trin e , b u t  a lso  in  life , T h o m as w as  a  co n tem p la tiv e . 

H e  w as, as L av au d  w rite s in  h is d esc rip tio n  o f S t. T h o m as ’ 

san ctity ,2 3 a co n tem p la tiv e so u l s im ila r to  a S t. Jo h n o f th e  

C ro ss. H is life is r ich in ex p e rien ces w h ich b e lo n g to th e  

h ig h es t fo rm  o f m y stic ism .

W illiam  o f  T o cco , re ly in g  u p o n  th e  te s tim o n y  o f R eg in a ld  

o f P ip em o , w h o  in  tu rn  w as  a llo w ed  to  see  a ll th e  sec re ts o f  

th is b eau tifu l an d  h o ly so u l en tire ly d ed ica ted  to G o d , re ­

p o rts  m an y  o ccu rren ces  o f  m y stica l co n v e rsa tio n  w ith  a  h ig h e r  

w o rld . M y stica l co n tem p la tio n , esp ec ia lly  to w ard  th e  en d  o f  

h is life in N ap les , w as so  in ten se an d  la s tin g  th a t h e  su s ­

p en d ed  h is  lite ra ry  ac tiv ity  (suspendit organa  scrip tion is). T o  

th e req u es t o f R eg in a ld th a t h e sh o u ld w rite fu rth e r an d  

b rin g  h is w o rk s to  th e ir co m p le tio n , T h o m as an sw ered :

R eg in a ld , I can n o t; fo r a ll th a t I h av e w ritten ap p ea rs as  

s traw  co m p ared to  w h a t I h av e seen . I h o p e th a t G o d  w ill 

so o n  p rep a re  an  en d  to  m y  life  an d  te ach in g .2 *

W e can th u s co n s id e r w isd o m , in  th e  th reefo ld sen se o f  

m etap h y s ic s , o f th eo lo g y » ^ an d  o f.m y stica l cp n tem p la tio n , as  

th e  ch a rac te r  o f  S t·  T h o m as ’ in te lle c tu a l life . In  h im  w e  m ee t  

th e se  th ree  k in d s  o f  w isd o m  in  a ll th e ir  in d iv id u a lity  an d  d iffe r­
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en ce , b u t a lw ay s in  fu ll h a rm o n y . W e  ag ree w ith  L av au d ’s  

s ta tem en t th a t w h o ev e r w o u ld  fu lly  u n d e rs tan d  th e m u tu a l  

h a rm o n y  o f th e se th ree fo rm s o f w isd o m  in  th e so u l o f S t.  

T h o m as  w o u ld  p en e tra te  an d  u n d e rstan d  th e  in n e rm o st  d ep th s  

o f  h is  w h o le  in te rio r  life .2 5 T h o m as b eg an  h is  lite ra ry  ac tiv ity  

in  a m o st p ro m is in g w ay  w ith th e w o rk  D e E nte et E ssen ­

tia , an  in g en io u s g ro u n d  p lan  o f m etap h y s ic s. A t th e  h e ig h t 

o f h is sc ien tific lab o rs, h e  w ro te h is Sum m a T heolog ica in  

w h ich h e co m b in es m etap h y s ic s , sp ecu la tiv e th eo lo g y , an d  

m y stica l in tu itio n . O n  h is d ea th b ed in th e c lo is te r ce ll a t  

F o ssan u ov a , h e ex p o u n d ed to d ie m o n k s d ie C anticle of  

C anticles, th e so n g  o f lo v in g  m y stica l co n tem p la tio n .

F r. L aco rd a ire , O .P .,2 8 n o te s as o n e  o f th e  f irs t q u a litie s o f  

a  th eo lo g ian  th e  ab ility  to  d isc rim in a te  in  ap p ly in g  th e  h u m an ,  

n a tu ra l e lem en t to  th e  re lig io u s  sp h e re , an d  o b serv es th a t S t.  

T Ç h o m as h ad th is q u a lif ic a tio n in a v e ry em in en t d eg ree .  

T h o m as  c rea ted  a  p h ilo so p h y  in  w h o se  v e in s  f lo w ed  th e  b lo o d  

o f A risto d e , p u rified , h o w ev er, b y  h is o w n b lo o d an d th e  

b lo o d  o f  ea rlie r  C h ristian  th in k e rs . W ith  th is  ab ility  fo r  d iffe r­

en tia tin g  w h en  u s in g  th e  h u m an  o r  f in ite  e lem en t, S t?  T h o m as  

u n ited a life d eep ly im m ersed in th e d iv in e e lem en t. H e  

p o sse ssed  a  p en e tra tin g  in sig h t, sy m b o lized  b y  th e  eag le  o f S t.  

Jo h n , in to  d ie  co n tem p la tio n  o f d iv in e  m y sterie s; a  k een n ess  

o f v is io n  th a t is  so  d iff icu lt to  d e fin e , y e t reco g n izab le if o n e ,  

a fte r h is o w n  re flec tio n  o n  so m e tru th  o f C h ristian ity , q u es ­

tio n s so m eo n e  e lse  w h o se ea r h as p e rce iv ed  th e  v o ice o f th e  

In fin ite  an d  h as  p lu n g ed  m o re  d eep ly  in to  th is  ab y ss o f  G o d ’s  

m y sterie s. In  th is re sp ec t, a  g rea t th eo lo g ian  is s im ila r to  a  

g reat  a rtis t. T h e  o n e , lik e  th e  o th e r, b eh o ld s  w h a t th e  o rd in ary  

ey e  n ev e r see s;, b o th  h ear  w h a t th e  ea r o f d ie  c ro w d  can n o t  

p o ss ib ly  d e tec t. S u ch  is  d ie  p o w er  o f  a  d isco v ere r  in  d ie  reg io n  

o f d ie in fin ite , th e in te lle c tu a l ap p reh en sio n  o f an in fin ite  
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h o rizo n , w h ich  co n stitu te s  an d  b le sse s, acco rd in g  to  L aco rd aire , 

a  g rea t th eo lo g ian .

T h e  le c tu re s o f S t. T h o m as  p e rm it u s to  reco g n ize  su ch  a  

g en iu s , w h o , w ith  th e  g rea te st ce rta in ty  o f p o sse ssin g  d iv in e  

tru th s , b o ld ly  so a rs to  th e  h e ig h ts , w h ere  an  en d less  p an o ram a  

o f tru th  lo o m s b e fo re th e am azed an d en rap tu red in te lle c t. 

If  o n e  h as  s tu d ied  a  p ro b lem  fro m  th e  w o rk s  o f fam o u s  m en , 

so  L aco rd a ire  co n tin u es , an d  th en  re tu rn s  to  T h o m as, h e  fee ls  

th a t in  h im  an d  w ith  h im  w ith  o n e  f lig h t h e  h as trav e rsed  a  

b ro ad e r ex p an se  o f tru th . T h e g rea t F ren ch o ra to r a lso  ex ­

to ls th is so lid ity  o f o rd e r in  w h ich T h o m as , su b o rd in a tin g  

a lw ay s th e  h u m an  to _ th e_ d iv in e , jo in s th e  n a tu ra l w ith  th e  

su p e rn a tu ra l.-T h u sa^w o n d e rfu L u n itv .-.a rise s , w h ich n ev e r  

co n trad ic ts jtse l£ rin _ th is_ trem en d o u s sc ien tif ic w o rk . In S t. 

T h o m as ’ s ty le , L aco rd a ire see s th e tru e ap p ea ran ce o f th e  

in n e r n a tu re o f h is sc ien ce an d w isd o m . T h is is a s ty le  

w h ich p e rm its th e tru th to  h e  seen  in  a ll its p ro fu n d ity , as  

a m an see s th e f ish o n th e b o tto m  o f a p lac id sea , o r sees  

th e  s ta rs sh in e th ro u g h  a  c lea r sk y . I t is a s ty le  p eace fu l an d  

tran sp a ren t, a t o n ce w ith o u t fan cy an d em o tio n , d e lig h tin g  

an d  fa sc in a tin g  th e  in te lle c t.



Chapter II

C H A R IT Y

J_ H E  seco n d  fea tu re in  o u r p o rtra it o f th e  so u l an d  ch a r­

ac te r o f  S t. T h o m as, w h ich  u n fo ld s  itse lf  fro m  th e  ac ts o f th e  

can o n iza tio n  p ro cess, is  ch a rity  —  a  m o st fe rv en t, g lo w in g  lo v e  

o f  G o d  an d  n e ig h b o r.

C h arity  m o ld ed  h is  w h o le  life , d irec ted  a ll h is  w o rks  to w ard  

a  d iv in e  se rv ice  o f G o d , f in d in g  its m o st to u ch in g  ex p ressio n  

in  h is life o f p ray e r. W e  h av e  a lread y  n o ticed  th is  p a rticu la r  

asp ec t in  o u r d iscu ssio n o f th e g ift o f w isd o m , th e  m y stica l 

ch a rac te ris tic o f h is in te llec tu a l life .

T h e te stim o n ie s o f th e can o n iza tio n p ro cess n o w  rece iv e  

ad d itio n a l lig h t an d  co n firm a tio n fro m  th e w ritin g s o f d ie  

sa in t. H js_ jp jg s tin n s o n ch a rity , o n th e C h ris tian id ea l o f  

p e rfec tio n , o n d ie re lig io u s s ta te in  th e Secunda Secundae, 

th e quaestio dispu ta ta de chart  ta ie , th e  p ro fo u n d ly  in tim ate  

p assag es  in  h is co m m en ta ries  o n  S ac red  S crip tu re , esp ec ia lly  

o n S t. Jo h n ’s G o sp e l an d th e P au lin e ep isd es , a ll o ffe r u s  

a  th eo lo g y  o f ch a rity . O n e  rea lize s  th e ir b eau ty  an d  su b lim ity  

th e  b e tte r , th e m o re o ften an d  m o re m ed ita tiv e ly  h e  read s  

th e se  tex ts?  B eam s  o f lig h t an d  lo v e s im u ltan eo u s ly  em an ate  

fro m  th e se p assag es an d g iv e th e im p ress io n th a t o n ly a  

th eo lo g ian in  w h o se h ea rt d ie  d iv in e f ire o f lo v e  b rillian d y  

g lo w s can  so  w rite  ab o u t th is  d iv in e  ch a rity .

A risto te lian  in te llec tu a lism  h as so ared  to  its h e ig h ts in  S t. 

T h o m as ’ trea tm en t o f d iv in e  ch a rity . T h ro u g h  T h o m as , th is

3 5
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p h ilo so p h y  f in d s an in d ep en d en t, ev id en t, an d p u rp o se fu l  

rea liza tio n . M o re th an  an y  o th e r sy s tem , it o ffe rs m ean s o f  

ex p la in in g  th e  u ltim a te  an d  m o re  in tr ica te  q u es tio n s  o f  p h ilo s­

o p h y , an d  th e o rig in an d d ev e lo p m en t o f th e su p e rn a tu ra l  

o rd er,  w h ich  re s ts  o n  th e  in n e r  tr in ita rian  life  o f  G o d .

F o r th is life o n  ea rth , S t. T h o m as p ro p o ses th e  p rin c ip le  

th a t th e lo v e o f G o d  is b e tte r an d  m Q re_ v alu ab le_  th an  th e  

k n o w led g e o f G o d , an d  te ach es u s th e co m fo rtin g d o c trin e  

th a t w e  can  lo v e  G o d  m o re th an  w e  can k n o w  H im .2 T h e  

m y stic s , fo r ex am p le , B lessed Jo h n C aste l, h av e g ra te fu lly  

tak en  o v e r th is  b eau tifu l an d  en co u rag in g  th o u g h t.

W h ile  A ris to tle  v iew s th e  “θεω ρία rip ά λ η ^ ία ς — co n tem p la ­

tio n  o f  tru th ”  as  th e  en d  an d  co m p letio n  o f  th is  ea rth ly  so jo u rn ,  

S t. T h o m as  co n s id e rs  ch a rity , th e  su p e rn a tu ra l v irtu e  o f lo v e  

o f G o d  an d  n e ig h b o r, as th e  en d  an d  id ea l o f th e C h ris tian  

life . T h is lo v e  p e rm its u s to  s triv e  a fte r G o d , in  so  fa r as it  

u n ite s th e  a ffec tio n s o f m an  to  G o d , so  th a t m an  h im se lf n o  

lo n g e r liv e s  b u t  ra th er  G o d .s S in ce  th e  C h ristian  su p e rn a tu ra l 

life co n s ists in ch a rity , in  lo v e , th e p e rfec tio n o f th is life  

. co n s ists , acco rd in g  to  S t. T h o m as ,  in  th e  p e rfec tio n  o f  ch a rity ,  

in  th e  lo v e o f G o d  an d  n e ig h b o r.

T h ere  is  a  p e rfec tio n  o f  lo v e  o f  G o d  w h ich  b e lo n g s to  G o d  

a lo n e , s in ce  H e  a lo n e  can  lo v e  w ith  an  in fin ite  lo v e , as H e, 

th e  ab so lu te ly  h ig h est G o o d , d ese rv es to  b e  lo v ed .4 T h e  H o ly  

G h o st, th e  p e rso n a l d iv in e L o v e th ro u g h  w h o m  th e  lo v e o f  

G o d is in fused in to  o u r h ea rts , p ro ceed s fro m  th e lo v e o f  

th e  F a th e r an d  th e  S o n  in  th e in tim a te life o f th e  T rin ity . 

A  seco n d  d eg ree  in  th e  p e rfec tio n o f th e lo v e o f G o d  is in  

th e  rea lm  o f th e  f in ite  an d  p ro p e r to  th e  B lessed  in  h eav en . 

T h e ir to ta l k n o w led g e an d  lo v e  a re  u n in te rru p ted ly  o rd e red  

in  o n e  co n tin u o u s  ac t to w ard  G o d , th e  u n v e iled  d iv in e  L o v e , 

w h o m  th ey  co n tem p la te face to face . T h e ir w h o le ac tiv ity

i

V i  

w 1 
¥ .v



C harity  3 7

an d life a re an e te rn a l, in e ffab ly b rillian t, g lo w in g , an d  

b le ssed  ecs ta sy  o f lo v e  in  th is  v is io n , en jo y m en t, an d  èm b race  

o f th e  in fin ite tr iu n e G o d .  j

T h is sem per actu ferri in D eum , th is p e rfec tio n  o f lo v e , ί

in  w h ich  th e  a ffec tio n , in  so  fa r  as it is ab le , is  a lw ay s  ac tu a lly  I

d irec ted  to w ard  G o d , is  n o t  p o ss ib le  h e re  b e lo w  b ecau se  o f  th e  ' '

u n io n ·  o f  b o d y  an d  so u l, b ecau se  o f th e  p o v e rty  o f o u r ea rth ly  J

ex is ten ce . Y et, w h erev e r T h o m as sp eak s o f th e  p e rfec tio n  o f  ;

ch a rity , th is u n b ro k en _ lo v in g d ed ica tio n o f th e h eart an d  <

th e w h o le m an to G o d , th e se co n tin u o u s ly in tim a te ac ts  i

ren ew in g  o u r  d ep en d en ce  u p o n  G o d  h o v e r  b e fo re  h im  as th e  \

id ea l to w ard  w h ich  w e  a re  to  s tr iv e  ev en  d u rin g  th is life . j

T h o m as so u g h t to  rea liz e  th is  id ea l in  h im se lf, in  th e  d eg ree  ΐ

p o ss ib le  o n  th is  earth ,  b y  a  life  to ta lly  rem o v ed  fro m  th e  th in g s  Î

o f  th is  w o rld , acco rd in g  to  th e  te s tim o n ie s  o f th e  can o n iza tio n  

p ro cess . V in cen t C o n ten so n , O .P .,B w rite s in h is T h eo lo g ia  

m entis et cord is, th a t T h o m as  is th e  A n g e lic  D o c to r n o t o n ly  

b ecau se o f  h is an g e lic  p u rity  an d  ch as tity  an d  b ecau se  o f h is  l·

k een in te lle c t w h ich p ie rced th e d ep th s o f tru th , b u t a lso  

b ecau se  h e  w as liv in g  sp iritu a lly  w ith  th e  an g e ls in  h eav en ,  

a lth o u g h  s till lin g e rin g  w ith  h is  b o d y  u p o n  th e  ea rth . ' l·

F o r th is life o n  ea rth S t. T h o m as d is tin g u ish es b e tw een  

a  p e rfec tio n  o f lo v e  w h ich  is o b lig a to ry  an d  n ecessa ry  fo r a ll  p

an d  a  p e rfec tio n  o f  lo v e  w h ich  su rp asses th e  o rd in a ry  d eg ree , ’■■■■■■.■ l·  

co n s titu tin g  th e  o b jec t o f th e  ev an g e lica l co u n se ls.

T h e jirs t d eg ree  o f lo v e  co n s ists  in  o rd e rin g  a ll to  G o d  as  

to  o n e ’s f in a l en d , in  su b jec tin g  o n e ’s  w h o le  life to  th é  se rv ice  

o f  G o d , an d  in  av o id in g  m o rta l s in  w h ich  tu rn s  u s  aw ay  fro m  

G o d  as  fro m  o u r  f in a l su p ern a tu ra l  en d . T h e  seco n d  an d  m o re  

en n o b led  fo rm  o f th e  p e rfec tio n o f lo v e  w h ich  w e  can  a tta in  s

u p o n  th is ea rth  co n s is ts in  th e  .g rea tes t p o ssib le s tr iv in g  a fte r  

th e h eav en ly p e rfec tio n o f ch a rity , in p rac tic in g th e m o st
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fe rv en t, ac tu a l, an d  co n s tan t lo v in g  co nv e rsa tio n  an d  d év o tio n  

o f th e so u l w ith G o d . T h is p e rfec tio n is m an ife s t in th e  

liv e lin ess, th e  ac tiv ity , th e  f ie ry  zea l o f lo v e  p re ssin g  fo rw ard

• in to  ac tio n , in  th e  fervor charita tis. S u ch  a fe rv o r o f ch a rity , 

w h ich  S t. T h o m as  s tre sse s  so  m u ch  in  h is  w ritin g s , p e rm ea ted . I 

h is  w h o le  b e in g  an d  life , p e rm ittin g  h im  to  lab o r s im p ly  an d | 

so le ly  fo r th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d  in  a  h o ly , h u m b le  fo rg e tfu ln e ss o f  

se lf u n til th e v e ry co n su m p tio n o f a ll h is b o d ily  s tren g th .

I t le t h im  see  an d  a tta in  th e  id ea l o f h is O rd e r (con tem pla ta : 

aliis tradere) in  th e  u n io n  o f  th e  co n tem p la tiv e  an d  ac tiv e  life .

T h e life o f S t. T h o m as w as an  u n d is tu rb ed c lin g in g  to  

G o d , m an ife stin g itse lf in fe rv en t d eed s, “an ad h e rin g to  

G o d th ro u g h ch a rity ”  — as if h e p re fe rred th e u se o f th e  

ex p re ss io n  "ad h e re" to  “ in h e re .”  T h e  re su lt an d  ex p re ss io n  o f  

th is fervor charita tis, o f th is u n d iv id ed an d u n h am p ered  

ad h e ren ce to  G o d  th ro u g h  ch a rity , .w as a  d eep  an d  h ea rtfe lt  

d ed ica tio n  th ro u g h  p ray e r an d  s tu d y  to  an  u n b ro k en  se rv ice  

o f h is m in d  an d  h ea rt to  G o d .

T h e  so u l w ill b e  th e  m o re  in flam ed  b y  th e  f ire  o f  th is  lo v e , 

th e  ac tu a lity  an d  v ita lity  o f th is lo v e  w ill p ro p o rtio n a te ly in ­

c rea se , acco rd in g as th e  so u l d e tach es itse lf fro m  a ll ea rth ly  

re la tio n s , ev en  fro m  th o se  in  th em selv es  to le rab le  an d  reco n c il­

ab le w ith  th e  s ta te o T g race . N o w  co m e in to  p lay  th e ev an ­

g e lica l co u n se ls , w h o se o b se rv an ce re lea se s th e so u l o f m an  

fro m  a ttach m en t to m ateria l th in g s , p e rm ittin g th e so u l to  

g iv e itse lf u p to G o d in a w h o lly free an d u n h in d e red  

m an n er. T h ey  f ill u s  w ith  a  h o ly  lo n g in g  to  b e lo n g  to  G o d

i co m p le te ly , to sac rif ice to  G o d  ev ery th in g ,  th a t w e a re an d  

I h av e , to fu lfill in a ll th in g s th e m o st h o ly w ill o f G o d  as  

I w ell as le ttin g  its fu lfillm en t tak e  p lace in  u s :

A U  th e  co u n se ls, b y  w h ich  w e  a re  ca lled  to  p e rfec tio n , ten d  

to  w ith d raw  th e  h ea rt o f  m an  fro m  th e  lo v e  o f  tem p o ra l a ffa irs ,
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so th a t th e m in d can m o re free ly tu rn to G o d in co n tem ­

p la tin g , lo v in g , an d  fu lf illin g H is w ill.®

V o lu n tary  p o v e rty  sev e rs  u s  fro m  a ttach m en t  to  ea rth ly  g o o d s . 

P erp e tu a l ch as tity  an d  v irg in ity  en ab le  u s  to  se rv e  G o d  w ith  > 

a c lean h ea rt an d  p u re  lo v e , an d  b e in g  th u s freed , to  c lin g  

an d  d ev o te  o u rse lv e s to ta lly  to  G o d . In  o b ed ien ce , th e  C h ris­

tian , fo rsak in g  se lf , o ffe rs  h is  w ill to  G o d  in  sacrif ic e .

T h ese ev an g e lica l co u n se ls fo rm  th e essen ce o f th e re li­

g io u s s ta te . In  h is S u m m a T h eo lo g ica C II-II , 1 8 5 -1 8 9 ), as  

w ell as in  h is th ree o th e r w o rk s w ritten in d e fen se o f th e  

re lig io u s  id ea l, esp ec ia lly  in  th e  ex ce llen t  w o rk , D e  P erfectione  

V itae Spiritua lis, T h o m as, in  a v e ry  p ro fo u n d  an d  y e t c lea r  

ex p o s itio n ,  h as  m o st  b eau tifu lly  an d  s tr ik in g ly  ex p re ssed  w h a t­

ev e r h as b een sc ien tif ic a lly w ritten o n th e n a tu re o f th e  

re lig io u s s ta te . O n ly  h e  w h o  h as g ra sp ed  th is s ta te in  a ll its  

d ep th an d ex ten sio n , w h o h as tak en u p o n  h im se lf a ll its  

co n seq u en ces , w h o  h as em b raced  it w id i th e su m -to ta l lo v e  

o f  h is  o w n  h ea rt, can  so  w rite  ab o u t th e  re lig io u s  s ta te .

T h e ac ts o f th e can o n iza tio n p ro cess d ep ic t T h o m as as  

a  h o ly , p e rfec t re lig io u s . T h ey  te ll u s  ab o u t h is a rd en t d es ire  

to  liv e u n til th e en d  o f h is life in  th e q u ie t o f th e c lo iste r 

s im p ly an d  so le ly fo r h is G o d , sacred  sc ien ce , an d  th e re li­

g io u s ca llin g . W ith  te a rs h e  req u es ted  P o p e C lem en t IV  to  

can ce l h is n o m in a tio n as A rch b ish o p o f N ap les . A n o th e r  

ea rn es t req u es t o f  h is  p ray er  w as to  rem a in  a  s im p le  re lig io u s  

to  th e  v e ry  en d  o f h is life . H is  p ray e r w as h ea rd — h is w ish  

fu lf illed . T h e g rea t th eo lo g ian s o f h is O rd e r ro se to h ig h  

ecc les ia s tica l d ig n itie s : h is te ach e r, A lb e rt th e  G rea t, b ecam e  

b ish o p ; h is  fr ien d , A n n ib a ld  d e  A n n ib a ld is , b ecam e  ca rd in a l;  

h is  co lleag u e as  p ro fesso r a t th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f P aris , P e ter o f  

T aren ta ise , b ecam e  ca rd in a l an d  la te r p o p e . A lso  h is fr ien d  

in  n o b ility , A d en u lf o f A n ag n i, th e  n ep h ew  o f G reg o ry IX ,
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•T H  i a  p ro fe sso r a t P aris , o f w h o m  w e  k n o w  to o  little , w as e lec ted

‘ H  to th e  b ish o p ric  b f P aris u p o n  h is en tran ce  in to  th e  c lo iste r

; I î I i o f S t. V ic to r. T h o m as , th e  g rea tes t o f th em  a ll, d ied  a  s im p le

{’H I  F ria r P reach e r  a t F o ssan u o v a .

; ji: H ere I can n o t d iscu ss in  g rea te r d e ta il h o w  T h o m as lik e -

1 i ί;ί w ise ex p la in ed th e  p e rfec tio n o f C h ristian  lo v e o f n e ig h b o r,

I ' U  an d  h o w  h e c lea rly d is tin g u ish ed  .b e tw een , th e  .p rac tice o f

, v irtu e  w h ich .is_ o b Iig a to ry .fo r.a lL an d _ th a tjw h ich  is th e_ Q b jec t

V - o f th e co un se ls . T h e  h e ig h ts to  w h ich S t. T h o m as e lev ated

lo v e o f n e ig h b o r is m an ife sted w h en  h e ad m o n ish es^ jin d e r

Ϊ 1 ’jp -ce rta in  c ircu m stan ces , th a t th e  co n tem p la tiv e life , w h ich  h e ;

M i · ' co n sid e rs to  b e in trin s ic a lly  o f g rea te r v a lu e th an .jh e_ ac tiv e  

i· h life ,.b e Jn tex iu p te d  an d  ev en ab an d o n ed  in  .o rd e r,to .d aa te

I  * . I ·  \  ’ o u rse lv es  to  th e  se rv ice  an d  sa lv a tio n  o f  o u r  n e ig h b o r ’s  so u l-

^.1 In a p assag e fro m  h is w o rk , D e P erfectione V itae Spiri-

Π ϋ; tua lis, w h ich d esc rib e s , w ith th e liv in g co lo rs o f h is o w n

d dii in te rio r  life  an d  h e ro ic  d isp o s itio n , th e  ab o u n d in g  p e rfec tio n

dJi o f  a  h o ly , d ev o ted  lo v e  o f  n e ig h b o r, h e  en u n c ia te s th e  fo llo w -
: : j I in g  b eau tifu l p rin c ip le :

, i>b- A n d  in  so fa r as co n tem p la tio n is su p e rio r to ac tiv ity , so

; i j r - m u ch  th e  m o re  w o u ld  h e  ap p ea r to  w o rk  fo r G o d , w h o , .a t th e

i‘l ex p en se o f h is m u ch _ lo y ed .co n tem p la tio n ,Jab o rS _ T o r— h is

H  I  .n e ig h b o rs^sa lro tiô h ~ b ecau se o f G o d . T h ere fo re , to lab o r fo r

Η  · | th e  sa lv a tio rT o fo u rT e ig h b o r, ev en  a t  th e  ex p en se  o f  co n tem p la -

? ! d tio n , fo r th e  lo v e  o f  G o d  an d  n e ig h b o r, ap p ea rs to  b e  a  h ig h e r

i p e rfec tio n o f ch a rity  th an  if h e  w o u ld  c lin g  so  d early  to th e

i sw ee tn ess o f co n tem p la tio n as to b e to ta lly u n w illin g to

υ ; j sac rif ic e it ev en  fo r th e  sa lv a tio n  o f o th ers .7

T h ese th o u g h ts w e lik ew ise m eet in th e G erm an m y stics , 

E ck h a rt an d  T au le r.·

In h is life an d  w ritin g s, S t. T h o m as re so lu te ly h e ld th e  

p rin c ip le  w h ich  h e  c lea rly  u n d e rs to o d  an d  co n seq u en tly  liv ed
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- th a t ch a rity is th e fo rm  o f th e  v irtu es , g iv in g  p e rfec tio n ,  

ac tiv ity , u n ity , w o rth , an d  d irec tio n  to  th e  w h o le  su p e rn a tu ra l  

C h ris tian life o f v irtu e^ F o r th e  h ig h e r d eg ree s o f s triv in g  

a fte r  p e rfec tio n , p u rified  o f  ea rth ly  a ffa irs  an d  d ev o ted  to  G o d , 

S t. T h o m as h as d esc rib ed , in a w ay o n ly o n e liv in g an d  

seek in g  a fte r p e rfec tio n can , th is e lev a tio n an d  g lo rific a tio n  

o f th e w h o le in te rio r , life ._ ih rQ U g h _ ch a iity an d th e g ifts o f  

d ieH o ly J3 h as i^ o p n ^  H e  h as d esc rib ed

n o b le so u ls , w h o co n s tan tly seek th ro u g h h u m ility an d  

p en an ce  to  p u rg e  th em se lv es  fro m  a ll s ta in s  an d  im p e rfec tio n s  

w h ich o p p o se in an y w ay  th e id ea l o f p u rity an d san c tity  

seen in  G o d ; so u ls w h o  jo y fu lly  an d  g en e ro u s ly  re sp o n d to  

th e  in sp ira tio n o f th e  H o ly  S p irit ev en  w h en th e se su m m o n  

th e  m o st sev ere an d  p a in fu l re so lu tio n o n  th e p a rt o f m an  

to  ac t an d  to  su ffer . L o v e  o f  G o d  an d  n e ig h b o r ex p re sse s itse lf  

in  th e se  h e ro ic so u ls in th e  h o lie st an d  n o b les t d isp o s itio n s , 

in a rd en t an d fe rv en t in te rio r d eed s, an d in an ex te rio r  

ac tiy ity -co n ip a tib le  .w ith , an  ja rd in ary  jv ay . o J  life .

In o n e p assag e S t. T h o m as h as sh o w n , w ith rem ark ab le  

co n c isen ess , c larity , an d  b eau ty , h o w  th e  ca rd in a l v irtu e s a re  

co m p le te ly im b u ed  w ith an d  en liv en ed  b y ch a rity as th e ir  

fo rm  in a p u rif ied  so u l liv in g  o n ly fo r G o d .®  In so fa r as  

th e  ca rd in a l v irtu es o rd e r th e  n a tu ra l an d  so c ia l life o f m an

[acq u ired m o ra l v irtu e s] , th ey a re ca lled “so c ia l” v irtu e s . 

In  so  fa r as th e  ca rd in a l v irtu e s o rien ta te th em se lv es to th e  

id ea l o f d iv in e  san c tity , su p em atu ra lly  k n o w n  an d  lo v ed , an d  

a re co n ce rn ed  w ith  th e  h ig h e r w ay s o f C h ris tian p e rfec tio n , 

lif ted  ab o v e ev e ry th in g  n a tu ra l an d  m ate ria l [ in fu sed  m o ra l 

v irtu e s] , th ey  b eco m e p a rtly  “p e rfec tin g ” v irtu es an d  p a rtly  

“p e rfec t”  v irtu e s.  T h e  fo rm er [ in fu sed  m o ral v irtu es  im p era ted  

b y  ch a rity ] co m p le te ly p u rify  th e  so u l an d  d isp o se it fo r th e  

co n tem p la tiv e u n io n w ith G o d , w h ile th e la tte r [ in fu sed
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m o ral v irtu es  in  th e ir sp ecif ic  ac t] a re  v irtu e s o f life m ak in g  

p o ss ib le  im ita tio n  o f  an d  u n io n  w ith  G o d  h e re  an d  in  h eav en .

A s p e rfec tin g  v irtu es , p ru d en ce  d esp ise s a ll ea rth ly  th in g s  

fo r th e co n tem p la tio n o f th e th in g s o f G o d , an d d irec ts  

th e w h o le in te llec tu a l v is io n u n sw erv in g ly to th e d iv in e . 

T em p eran ce frees o n e , in so fa r as n a tu re p e rm its , o f a ll 

co rp o rea l co m fo rt an d  p leasu re . F o rtitu d e  g iv e s th e  so u l th e  

co u rag e an d  s tren g th  w h o leh ea rted ly  to  u n d e rtak e th e tr ia ls  

an d  sacrif ice s o f th is co m p le te d e tach m en t fro m  ea rth ly  an d  

co rp o rea l th in g s , an d  to  ap p ly  itse lf w ith o u t s tin t to  su p e r-  

n a tu raL an d -h eav en ly Jh in g s . Ju stic e  m ak es th e  so u l ag ree  to  

th is h o ly  re so lu tio n to  le ad su ch a life . In  su ch few  sh o rt  

s tro k es , th e sa in t h as p ic tu red  th e ca rd in a l v irtu e s in th e ir 

C h ristian , su p ern a tu ra l e lev a tio n , in  th e ir  p ro p e r p lace  w ith in  

th e fram ew o rk  o f C h ristian  p e rfec tio n .

T h ese v irtu e s rece iv e an ev en m o re su b lim e m ean in g  as  

p e rfec t v irtu e s, v irtu es co m p le te ly  d e tach ed  fro m  th e w o rld , 

w h ich  u n ite  an d  m ak e  u s  s im ila r  to  G o d . P ru d en ce  co n s id e rs 

n o w  o n ly  th e  d iv in e ; tem p e ran ce  reco g n ize s  n o  sen su a l  d es ire s ; 

fo rtitu d e n o lo n g e r fee ls th e v eh em en ce o f th e p ass io n s ; 

ju s tice , in im ita tio n o f th e D iv in e M in d , is u n ited in an  

ev e rla s tin g b o n d w ith th e sp ir it o f G o d . T h e B lessed in  

h eav en an d  a few  v e ry p e rfec t so u ls u p o n ea rth p ro p e rly  

p o sse ss th e ca rd in a l, v irtu es in th e ir p e rfec tio n . In su ch a  

d esc rip tio n  o f  th e  tw o fo ld  asp ec t  o f  th e  ca rd in a l v irtu e s, w h ich  

a re  an im ated  b y  ch arity , T h o m as h as sk e tch ed , w ith o u t ev e r  

in ten d in g it, a  p o rtra it o f h is o w n  p u re an d  h o ly  in n e r life  

in  w h ich  ch a rity  is  tru ly  th e  fo rm , th e  en te lech y  o f  th e  v irtu e s .

A t an o th e r p lace  w h ere  h e  tre a ts  o f th e  co n jec tu ra l k n o w l­

ed g e  reg a rd in g  o u r s ta te  o f g race , h e  p ro p o ses as a  c rite rio n  

th a t an y b o d y  is in  th e  s ta te  o f  g race  an d  ch a rity  in  quantum  

percip it se delectari in D eo et contem nere res m undanos.10
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A n y b o d y -can k n o w  n v ith -  m o ra l-ce rtitu d e,  su ffic ien t fo r a  

C h ris tian Jife -o L v iitu ^ an d T o r_ seek in g _ afie r_ p er£ ectio ii_ th a t 

h e  is  in  ff ie  s ta te  o f  san ctify in g  g race  an d  lo v e , ifh e . acco rd in g  

to  th e  te stim o n y  o f  h is  co n sc ien ce , f in d s h is  h ap p in ess  in _ G o d  

an d _ p ay sd ittle^a tten tio ru to 4 :h e-th in g s  _ o L th is -W Q rld . In  th e se  

s im p le  w o rd s , S t. T h o m as  h as rev ea led  th e  b as ic  s ta te  o f h is  

o w n  in n e r life . In  G o d  a lo n e  h e  fo u n d  h is jo y , sa tis fac tio n , 

an d th e fu lf illm en t o f a ll h is d es ire s an d q u es ts. In co m ­

p a riso n  to  th is  h ap p in ess o f  lo v in g ly  c lin g in g  to  G o d , a ll th a t 

is tem p o ra l an d  p e rish ab le ap p eared  to  h im  em p ty  an d  in ­

su ffic ien t to co m p le te ly sa tis fy th e h u m an p e rso n , w h o ,  

acco rd in g  to  k n o w led g e  an d  lo v e , is m ad e  fo r th e  in fin ite .

F o r S t. T h o m as, sp ir itu a l jo y Q gaudium  sp iritua le ') is an  

e ffec t o f ch arity , w h ich  is  p rio r to  a ll th e  o th er e ffec ts w h ich  

f lo w  fro m  th is  lo v e .1 1  T h e  fervor  charita tis, th e  liv e ly  d ev o tio n \  

o f lo v e to w ard  G o d , b u sy in g  itse lf in  th e  m o st freq u en t an d  

fe rv en t d eed s, is th e  p rin c ip a l so u rce  o f th e  m o st p u re  su p e r- , 

n a tu ra l b ea titu d e  o f so u l. D ev o tio n ,-  th e co n secra tio n o f th e  y  

h ea rt an d  m in d  to  G o d  in  th e  p rac tic e s  o f p ie ty , in  w h ich  th e  

fervor charita tis ex p re sse s itse lf m o st a rd en tly , h as sp ir itu a l  

h ap p in ess (laetitia sp iritua lis) as its sp ec ia l e ffec t. T h is /  

h ap p in e ss issu e s fro m  a  d ev o u t m ed ita tio n  o n  an d  co n tem p la^  

tio n  o f  th e  d iv in e  g o o d n ess , a lth o u g h  th o u g h ts  o n  th e  su fferin g  

o f C h rist an d  o n  o u r o w n  s in s an d  s in fu ln ess f ill u s s im u l­

tan eo u s ly  w ith  a  h o ly  so rro w .1 2 T h e  te a rs w h ich  a re  sh ed  in '' 

tru e  p ray e r to  G o d  d o  n o t f lo w  m ere ly  fro m  g rie f , b u t a lso  

fro m  a  ce rta in  ten d e rn ess  o f  h ea rt. S u ch  is esp ec ia lly  th e  case , 

w h en  o n e co n tem p la te s a re lig io u s su b jec t in  w h ich jo y is  

m in g led  w ith so rro w .1 3 H ere th e sa in t can sp eak fro m  h is  

o w n  ex p e rien ce  s in ce  b o th  th e  te stim o n y  o f h is can o n iza tio n  

p ro cess an d  th e b u ll o f can o n iza tio n  te ll u s th a t h e sh ed  

ab u n d an t te a rs d u rin g  h is p ray e rs .
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/T h e  fe rv o r o f ch a rity  an d  sp ir itu a l d e lig h t a re in tim a te ly  

co n n ec ted  in  th e  M o st H o ly  E u ch aris t, in  H o ly  C o m m u n io n . 

H o ly  C o m m u n io n , esp ec ia lly  if  rece iv ed  w ith o u t th e  im p ed i­

m en ts o f d e lib era te -  v en ia l s in , d is trac tio n , an d  an  in o rd in a te  

ea rth ly a ttach m en t, cau ses n o t o n ly a s tren g th en in g an d  

in c rease o f h ab itu a l lo v e , b u t a lso an  en k in d lin g  to  a rd en t 

ac ts o f lo v e , to  a  fervor charita tis. T h is excita tio carita tis ad  

actum , th is in flam in g to  d iv in e  ac ts o f lo v e , is th e  so u rce  o f  

sp ir itu a l jo y , o C jsp iritu aL d elig h t w h ich o v e rflo w s in to th e  

so u l fro m  su ch d ev o u t co m m u n io n s . S t. T h o m as sp eak s o f  

an e ffec t o f H o ly C o m m u n io n w h ich h e ca lls a quaedam  

actua lis  refectio  sp iritua lis dulced in is, a  re fre sh in g  o f th e  so u l 

w ith sp iritu a l sw ee tn ess , co n su m m atin g itse lf in h o ly an d  

a rd en t ac ts  o f lo v e .1 4 T h e  fo llo w in g  w o rd s o f S t. T h o m as , in  

w h ich  h e  d escrib e s th is e ffec t o f th e  H o ly  E u ch aris t, a re  o f  

s tirr in g  b eau ty  an d  d ep th :

T h e  lo v e o f G o d  is n ev e r id le , fo r w h erev e r it is , it d o es  

g rea t w o rk s . C o n seq u en tly  th ro u g h th is sac ram en t, as fa r as  

it lie s in  its  p o w er, it n o t o n ly  b es to w s th e  h ab it o f g race  an d  

v irtu e , b u t a lso  a ro u ses  u s to  ac t, acco rd in g to  2  C o r. 5 , 1 4 : 

"T h e  ch a rity  o f C h ris t p re sse th  u s .” H en ce  it is th a t th e  so u l 

is sp ir itu a lly n o u rish ed  th ro u g h th e  p o w er o f th is sacram en t, 

in  so  fa r  as  it  is  sp ir itu a lly  g lad d en ed , an d  as  it  w ere  in eb ria ted  

w ith  th e  sw ee tn ess  o f th e  d iv in e  G o o d n ess , acco rd in g  to  C an t. 

5 , i  : "E a t, O  fr ien d s , an d  d rin k , an d  b e  in eb ria ted , m y  d ea rly  

b e lo v ed .” 1 4

O n ly a so u l can so w rite w h o  h as ex p e rien ced in H o ly  

C o m m u n io n th e  ac tu a l fe rv o r  o f d ev o tio n ,1’ th e  f ire o f lo v e  

p e rfec tin g itse lf in a rd en t ac ts o f p ie ty an d  d ev o tio n , w h o  

h as ta s ted  fro m  h is o w n  ex p e rien ce th e b lessed n ess an d  in ­

e ffab le h ap p in ess re su ltin g  fro m  u n io n  w ith Je su s in H o ly  

C o m m u n io n . T h is  s ta te  o f m in d  an d  fee lin g  is ex p re ssed  in
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th e h y m n A doro te devo te , in w h ich th e S a in t im p lo re s  

an d  p ray s :

P anis vivus, vitam praestans hom in i, 

P raesta  m eae  m enti de te  vivere  

E t te illi sem per dulce sapere.

* » *

O  liv in g  B read , to  m o rta ls  life su p p ly in g !

M ak e  T h o u  m y  so u l h en ce fo rth  o n  T h ee  to  liv e ;

E v er a ta s te  o f h eav en ly sw ee tn ess g iv e .

> T h e  o ffice o f C o rp u s C h risti, w h ich  S t. T h o m as w ro te a t  !

th e  req u es t o f P o p e  U rb an  IV , B rea th es a  v e ry  s im ila r sp ir it, is :

an d th u s h is n am e h as a lw ay s b een co n n ec ted w ith th e  ■ ΐ ’

i litu rg y o f th e E u ch a rist.1 7 Jo h n o f C o lo n n a , O .P ., in h is

• b eau tifu l an d  p ro fo u n d p o e try , say s co n cern in g th is o ffice : . :

“T h is  b le ssed  an d  h o ly  D o cto r  co m p o sed  th e  o ffice o f C o rp u s

1 C h risti, w h ich is rec ited an d ch an ted  m o re d ev o u tly th an  :

( an y  o th e r in  th e  ch u rch .” 1 8 F o r  T h o m as , ray s o f C h rist ’s lo v e

fo r u s an d  o u r lo v e  fo r H im  a re  fo cu sed  in  th e  M o st H o ly , 5

E u ch a rist. “T h e  E u ch a ris t is th e sac ram en t w h ich  ex p resse s  j

C h rist ’s lo v e an d  cau ses o u r lo v e .” 1 9  ?

T h e  d o c trin e  o f T h o m as o n  th e  E u ch a ris t, as  h e  p o rtray ed  !

it in  th e  T h ird  P art o f  h is Sum m a  T heolog ica, n ea r th e  c lo se  :

o f  h is  life , b len d s  th e  th ree  fo rm s  o f  w isd o m  in to  a  h a rm o n iou s  <

u n io n . In  h is ex p o sitio n s, b o th  p ro fo u n d  an d  c lea r, o n  tran -  ΐ

! su b s tan tia tio n , o n th e m an n e r o f C h rist ’s p re sen ce in th e v > 

! E u ch a ris t, an d  o n  th e  E u ch a ris tic  acc id en ts , S t.  T h o m as  sh o w s

h im se lf ' th e m aste r m etap h y s ic ian ev en w ith in th e d o m a in  

o f th eo lo g y . B y  h a rm o n io u s ly  u n itin g  th e  w ritin g s  an d  te ach ­

in g s o f th e  F a th e rs  o n  th e M o st H o ly  E u ch a ris t, an d  d ev e l­

o p in g p ro fo u n d reaso n s o f f itn ess , th e M aste r o f D o g m a  

co m es to th e fo re . In th e id ea , w h ich h e d e riv ed fro m  h is

o w n in n e rm o st ex p e rien ce , o n th e fe rv o r charita tis o f th e

I χ' 
ΐ À. '
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E u ch a ris t, o n  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l re fresh m en t f lo w in g  fro m  th is  

ac tiv e an d  in n e r., lo .v e ,. an d  o n th e jo y  o f so u l re s tin g  u p o n  

th £ ^ ea iL i£ Ie su s jilH o ly „C o m n iu n io n , th e  m y stica l e lem en t 

m ak es its ap p ea ran ce  in  th is tr iad  o f w isd o m .

T h e in te rio r life o f S t. T h o m as m an ife sts an u n d en iab le  

a ttrac tio n  to  th e  H o ly  E u ch a ris t, w ith o u t w h ich  co n s id e ra tio n  

w e can n o t U n d ers tan d th e in n e r d ep th s o f h is so u l. I t is  

esp ec ia lly  h e re th a t th e  b as ic p rie stly  ch a rac te r o f h is w h o le  

b e in g  ex p re sse s itse lf . In  th e te s tim o n ie s o f h is can o n iza tio n  

p ro cess , w e  h av e  h ea rd  ag a in  an d  ag a in  th e  b u rn in g  d ev o tio n  

w ith w h ich th e sa in t ce leb ra ted th e H o ly S ac rif ice o f th e  

M ass in th e ea rly h o u rs o f th e m o rn in g , a fte r w h ich h e  

a tten d ed  a seco n d M ass in th an k sg iv in g . W e d o n o t k n o w  

w h en  o r w h ere S t. T h o m as w as o rd a in ed  a p rie st. H isto ry , 

h o w ev e r, h as p re se rv ed  fo r u s th e fe rv o r an d  d ev o tio n w ith  

w h ich  h e  ce leb ra ted  th is  m o st su b lim e  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  p rie s tly  

o ffice an d  w ith w h ich  h e m ad e h is th an k sg iv in g  a fte r th e  

H o ly  S ac rif ic e . T h e  d a ily  ce leb ra tio n o f th e M ass p re sen ted  

a s tro n g in cen tiv e fo r s tr iv in g a fte r in te rio r p u rity an d  

th e o b lig a tio n o f p rie sts to

s tr iv e a fte r an  em in en t d eg ree o f m o ral p u rity an d  san c tity  

b ecau se o f th e ce leb ra tio n o f th e E u ch a ris tic b an q u e t in  

th e  w o rd s :

p e rfec tio n . H e in s is ted u p o n

S in ce o n e  is ap p o in ted  to  th e  m o st au g u st m in is try  o f serv ­

in g  C h ris t H im self in  th e  sacram en t o f th e  a lta r  th ro u g h  H o ly  

O rd e rs , a  g rea te r in w ard  h o lin e ss  is req u ired  th an  th a t w h ich  

is  n eed ed  fo r th e  re lig io u s  s ta te .2 0

A rt h as a lso s trik in g ly p o rtray ed S t. T h o m as ’ in tim ate  

co n n ec tio n  w ith  th e th eo lo g y , litu rg y , an d  m y stic ism  o f th e  

H o ly  E u ch aris t. T h e  m o n u m en t o f th e  sa in t a t T o u lo u se  in  

S t. S em in , w h ich  w as d es tro y ed  d u rin g  th e  F ren ch R ev o lu ­

tio n , acc la im ed h im  as th e D octor E ucharisticus. O v er th e
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to m b  is en th ro n ed  a  b eau tifu l p ic tu re o f th e  sa in t. H e  h o ld s  

th e  H o ly  E u ch aris t  in  o n e  h an d ; in  th e  o th e r, a  f lam in g  sw o rd . 

U n d ern ea th , th e re  is  th e  v e rse :

E x E vangelii so lio cherubinus A quinas  

V italem  ign ito  protegit ense cibum .

* * *

F ro m  th e  th ro n e  o f th e  G o sp e l, T h o m as, th e  C h eru b , . 

P ro tec ts  th e  liv in g  b read  w ith  a  f ie ry  sw o rd .

T h e  d o m in an t th em e  o f th is  p a in tin g  is  T h o m as , th e  C h eru ­

b im  o f th e  E u ch aristic  m y ste ry .

In  S . M aria  N o v e lla a t F lo ren ce , O rcag n a ’s p a in tin g  rep ­

re sen ts S t. T h o m as  a t th e  a lta r ce leb ra tin g  M ass in  ecsta sy .2 1  

In  a  p a in tin g  b y  P ;  P . R u b en s ,  w h ich  n o w  is  in  th e  d e l P rad o  

M u seu m  a t M ad rid , S t. T h o m as ex to ls th e H o ly  E u ch aris t  

w ith a fo rce fu l g es tu re in  th e m id s t o f th e F a th e rs o f th e  

C h u rch .2 2 A  p ro cess io n  m o v es b e fo re th e  a rtis t. G reg o ry  th e  

G rea t, A u g u stin e , an d  A m b ro se p ro ceed  in  th e fro n t, w h ile  

Je ro m e  an d  B o n av en tu re  fo llo w . S t. T h o m as , h is  co u n ten an ce  

g lo w in g , is p laced in th e m id d le o f th e p a in tin g as th e  

p rin c ip a l f ig u re . H e  h o ld s  a  b o o k  in  h is r ig h t h an d , an d  h is  

le f t h an d  is ra ised  en th u s ia stic a lly p ro c la im in g  th e p ra ise o f  

th e  E u ch aris t. A t h is le f t a  n u n  h o ld s w ith  b o th  h e r h an d s  

a m o n stran ce co n ta in in g th e B lessed S acram en t. W itho u t a  

d o u b t th is  m m  is Ju lian a  o f L ü ttich , w h o  s tim u la ted  th e  f irs t  

m o v e  fo r th e  in s titu tio n  o f  th e  F east o f  C o rp u s  C h ris ti.

In  p o e try , C ald e ro n , ab o v e a ll, h as acc la im ed  S t. T h o m as  

as th e th eo lo g ian an d  tro u b ad o u r o f th e  .B le ssed .S ac ram en t. 

In o n e o f h is m o st b eau tifu l A utos sacram enta les, "H o ly  

P arn assu s ," h e  rep re sen ts th e  C h u rch  as lo fty  P arn assu s, th e  

h o ly  m o u n ta in o f tru e p o e try , w h ere th e fa ith fu l u n ite in  

so n g s  o f p ra ise a ro u n d  th e  E u ch a ris tic L o rd , th e  tru e d iv in e  
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A p o llo . T h e S ib y lls , ty p es o f h eav en ly  p o e try , su m m o n th e  

d o c to rs  o f  th e  C h u rch , Je ro m e, A m b ro se , A u g u stin e , G reg o ry , 

an d  T h o m as A q u in as to a ly rica l co n te st in p ra ise o f th e  

B lessed  S ac ram en t. In  th is  p o e tic  co m p e titio n  T h o m as  rec ite s  

h is P ange L ingua . F o r th is h e rece iv e s , as a rew ard o f  

v ic to ry , th e su n u p o n h is b reast, th e rad ian t em b lem  o f  

en lig h ten ed  w isd o m  an d  a rd en t lo v e  o f G o d .

I  am  co n clu d in g  th e se  th o u g h ts  o n  ch a rity , th e  seco n d  b as ic  

tra it in  th e  p o rtra it o f S t. T h o m as* so u l an d  ch a rac te r , w ith  

th e s trik in g  w o rd s o f th e D o m in ican , A . T o u ro n , w h o  h as  

w ritten th e  m o st b eau tifu l b io g rap h y  o f o u r sa in t u p  to  th e  

p re sen t tim e :

H is  w o rd s , p e rfec tly  co n fo rm ed  to  h is ac tio n s, m ak e k n o w n  

th e  p u rity  o f h is  so u l an d  th e  ex ten t o f  h is ch a rity . W e  reach  

th is  co n c lu s io n  b y  read in g  h is  w o rk s , p rin c ip a lly  th o se  in  w h ich  

h e  tre a ts o f m atters co n ce rn in g  th e  in n e r life : th e  p e rfec tio n  

o f th e  sp iritu a l life , th e g ifts o f th e  H o ly  G h o st, th e  v a rio u s  

d eg ree s  o f  th e  m o ra l v irtu e s w ith  th e  d iffe ren t w ay s o f  p rac tic ­

in g  th em , th e  ex ce llen ce an d  th e  fru its o f co n tem p la tio n , th e  

em in en ce  o f  ch a rity , an d  a ll th a t o ccu rs  m o st in tim a te ly  in  th e  

h o ly co m m u n ica tio n  o f a sa in tly  so u l w ith G o d , its F a th er, 

F rien d , an d S p o u se . In th e se w o n d e rfu l tre a tise s , th e sa in t 

ap p ears to  d ep ic t h im se lf , an d  to  p a in t w ith  tru e -to -Iife s tro k es  

th e  v e ry  d ep th s o f h is in n e r life . . . . H is o ld est b io g rap h e r, 

W illiam  o f  T o cco , h as  rem ark ed  th a t h e  d id  n o t d a re  to  p reach  

w h a t  h e  h im self  h ad  n o t  f irs t  p rac tic ed . W e  sh o u ld  n ev e r  d o u b t 

th a t h e  h ad  a lso  ex p erien ced  in  d ie  d e lig h ts o f p ray er an d  in  

th e  h o ly  ex e rc ise  o f  th e  C h ristian  v irtu e s a ll th a t  h e  h ad  tau g h t 

u s in h is w ritin g s. H is d o c trin e , a lw ay s p u re , m o d es t, an d  

ch a rac te rized  b y  a ll th o se  tra its  th a t th e  A p o stle  Jam es  (3 , 1 7 )  

a ttr ib u te s to  w isd o m  co m in g  fro m  ab o v e , is  itse lf a su re p ro o f  

th a t h is h ea rt p a rtic ip a ted  as m u ch  as h is in te llec t in  a ll th a t  

cam e  fro m  h is  p en  to  le ad  u s  to  a  k n o w led g e  o f G o d  an d  se lf .

In  h is  w o rk s  o f  p ie ty  S t  T h o m as  sp eak s  o f  th e  g rea t  m y ste ry  

o f th e lo v e w h ich G o d  h as sh o w n fo r u s , e ith e r b y  u n itin g
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H im se lf to  o u r n a tu re to  free  u s fro m  o u r s in s an d  to  c lo th e  

u s  w ith  H is  ju s tic e , o r B y  g iv in g  H im self en tire ly  to  u s to  h e  

o u r  fo o d , o u r co n so la tio n , an d  th e  to k en  o f o u r  sa lv a tio n . N o w  

w e c lea rly  u n d e rs tan d  th a t th ey a re n o t o n ly th e re su lt o f a  

lo fty an d  fru itfu l in te lle c t sh ed d in g  lig h t fo r o u r in s tru ctio n ,  

h u t a lso th e  h o ly  e ffu s io n o f a so u l p e rfec tly u n ited  to  G o d , 

p e rm ittin g so m e , sp a rk s o f lo v e w ith  w h ich  it is in flam ed to  

sh in e  fo rth . W e  fee l th a t h is  ev e ry  w o rd  is th e  o v e rflo w  o f h is  

h ea rt  w h ich , in  tu rn , im p a rts  lig h t an d  u n c tio n  to  th em . E v ery  

s tro k e o f h is  p en , as w ell as ev e ry  ac tio n  o f h is life , p ro ceed s  

fro m  th e  p rin c ip le th a t m ad e  h im  w rite  o r ac t, an d  fro m  th e  

g o a l w h ich  h e  p ro p o sed  fo r  h im se lf  in  a ll th in g s  —  I  re fe r to  th a t 

p u re lo v e o f G o d  w h ich  an im ated  h is h ea rt an d  d irec ted  h is  

h an d , as w ell as  th e  a rd en t d esire  w h ich  h e  a lw ay s h ad  to  liv e  

o n ly  acco rd in g  to  th e  sp ir it o f Je su s C h rist.2 3



Chapter III

P E A C E

X  H E  th ird  fea tu re  o f th e  so u l and  ch a rac te r  o f  S t. T h o m as  

is p eace— q u ie t, b a lan ce , h a rm o n y o f so u l  —  w h ich f lo w s  

n a tu ra lly  fro m  w isd o m  an d  ch a rity .

T h is  p eace  g leam s  b e fo re  u s  p u re  an d  ten d e r as  a  re flec tio n  

o f th e  e tern a l p eace  o f h eav en , in  w h ich  o rd er an d  h a rm o n y  

o f so u l a re b ro u g h t ab o u t an d s tren g th en ed b y fa ith an d  

rea so n , ch arity  an d  th e  g ifts o f th e  H o ly  G h o st. F ra  A n g e lico  

d a F ie so le , w h o b ecau se o f h is an g e lic p u rity an d g en tle , 

k in d  d isp o s itio n w as lik e T h o m as , u n d e rs to o d  th is p eace so  

as  to  p o rtray  it in  h is  p ic tu re s  w h ich  h e  p a in ted  o f  th e  g rea te s t 

th eo lo g ian  o f h is O rd e r.

P eace is a fru it, an e ffec t o f ch a rity — lo v e o f G o d an d  

n e ig h b o r. T h e b rig h te r an d  m o re in ten se ly  th is ch a rity  b e ­

co m es , th e m o re p ro fo u n d an d p u re th e p eace .1 In th e  

m arv e lo u s sy s tem  o f  sp ecu la tiv e  th eo lo g y , th e  b ea titu d e  w h ich  

p ra ise s th e p eacem ak e rs co rre sp o n d s to  th e  g ift o f w isd o m :  

“B lessed a re th e p eacem ak ers fo r th ey sh a ll b e ca lled th e  

ch ild ren  o f  G o d .” 2

P g ace , th e m o tto  o f th e O rd er o f S t. B en ed ic t, rev eals a  

p len itu d e  o f in n e r h ap p in ess  an d  h eav en ly  p eace  k n o w n to  

G o d  a lo n e . S t. T h o m as b reath ed d eep ly  o f th is p eace o f S t.
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3 en ed ic t,d u rin g -h is -v ea rs -Q £ _ ch ild h Q Q d o n  th e  h o ly  h e ig h ts  

o f M o n te C ass in o , w h ere o n e fee ls m u ch  n ea rer to  h eav en .  

S u ch  co n tem p o ra ry D o m in ican s as M an d o n n e t, P e tito t, an d  

G ig o n 3 m ain ta in  th a t S t. T h o m as  w as an  o b la te  o f th e  B en e ­

d ic tin e O rd e r, an d  w o re th e  h ab it o f S t. B en ed ic t. H ad  h is  

fa th e r n o t rem o v ed  h im  fro m  th e c lo is te r C n o t in 1 2 3 5 n o r  

1 23 6 , b u t p e rh ap s f irs t in 1 2 .3 7 ) in fea r o f a th rea ten in g  

w ar, h e  ev en tu a lly  w o u ld  h av e  b e lo n g ed  to  th e B en ed ic tin e  

O rd er.

W e  can  p e rce iv e  a  B en ed ic tin e  tra it  in  h is  life  an d  w ritin gs ,  

ev en  th o u g h  h e  b e lo n g ed  to  th e  D o m in ican  O rd e r. P ro v id en ce  

h ad  d e te rm in ed  th a t in  N ap le s T h o m as w o u ld d ed ica te h is  

w h o le  life to  th e  O rd e r o f S t. D o m in ic , an d  th a t h e  w o u ld  

rem a in s tead fas t in  h is v o ca tio n d esp ite th e o b jec tio n s, an d  

o b stac le s ra ised  b y  h is  fam ily . H ek een ly -u n d e rsto o d _ an d _ w as 

d eep ly  en k in d led  b y  th e  n o b le  id ea l o f th is  O rd e r— th e  O rd e r  

o f T ru th , w h ich so o n  w o u ld  assu m e  th e  le ad in g  ro le in  th e  

f low erin g  o f  S ch o la s tic ism  th ro u g h  h is  in flu en ce . N ev erth e less ,  

th e O rd er o f S t. B en ed ic t fee ls itse lf d raw n in  a sp irit o f  

ap p rec ia tion  to w ard  th e A n g e l o f th e S ch o o ls . (S u ch  sen ti­

m en ts a re ag a in  ap p a ren t a t th is tim e .) In  T h o m as , v e rita s  

an d  pax, th e  w atch w o rd s o f th e  D o m in ican s an d  th e B en e ­

d ic tin e s ch im e in  h a rm o n y : "V erita s e t pax oscu la tae sun t  —  

T ru th  an d  p eace  em b race .”

T h e E n g lish B en ed ic tin e , R . B . V au g h an , in h is h u g e  

b io g rap h y  o f  S t. T h o m as, p o in ts  o u t th a t th e  sp irit an d  e ffec ts  

o f S t. T h o m as can n ev e r b e fu lly u n d e rs to o d  w ith o u t th e  

m y stica l sp irit o f th e P a tria rch  o f th e o cc id en ta l m o n k s  —  

a sp irit o f m eek n ess, k in d n ess , an d q u ie t, w h ich th e b o y  

T h o m as  acq u ired  in  th e  m etro p o lis  o f  B en ed ip tin .tsm .5 .

P ax  est tranquillitas  ord in is— p eace  is  |h e  Jm m p iilU ty -rês 'u lb  

in g  fro m  o rd e r. T h is  th o u g h t  o f  S t. A u g u stin e  is-fu lly  rea lized
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in  th e  in te rio r  life  o f  S t. T h o m as . A n  in co m p arab le  o rd e r  an d  

h a rm o n y  p rev a il p rim arily  in  h is th o ug h t an d  o u tlo o k . Ju s t 

as o b scu rity , u n ce rta in ty , an d  co n fu s io n o f id ea s cau se  re s t­

le ssn ess an d d isq u ie tu d e to o v e rflo w  in to th e w h o le life o f  

th e so u l, so , to o , a c lea r, p ro fo u n d , an d  o rd e red  k n o w led g e  

o f  n a tu ra l an d  su p ern a tu ra l tru th  w ith  its p rin c ip le s  an d  re la ­

tio n s , in  its  m u ltip lic ity  an d  u n ity ,  d iffu se s  a  p u re , in te llec tu a l  

p eace  in to th e so u l seek in g  a fte r tru th . T h e D o m in ican , B . 

A llo , in  a p an eg y ric  h o n o rin g  S t. T h o m as , h as ch a rac te rized  

th e in d iv id u ality o f T h o m as ’ so u l in th e w o rd s : "L a paix  

dans la vérité ." 6

T h e  fu n c tio n  o f th e  w ise  m an , as S t. T h o m as  p o in ts  o u t, 

is  to  o rd er— to  g a in  an  o rd ered  k n o w led g e  o f  tru th , ru led  an d  

g u id ed  b y th e h ig h es t p rin c ip les an d  v iew s . H e m u st f irs t 

d isco v e r an d estab lish th e n a tu ra l o rd e r in th e rea lm  o f  

lo g ica l th o u g h t, o f rea l b e in g , an d  o f m o ra l ac ts . T h en  h e  

m u st su p e rim p o se  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l o rd e r o f th e  in tim a te  life  

o f G o d  in  H is  rev e la tio n , b ro u g h t ab o u t th ro u g h  Je su s  C h ris t  

an d  b es to w ed u p o n  ra tio n al c rea tu res , w h o  a re e lev a ted  b y  

g race  to  a  p a rtic ip a tio n  o f th is d iv in e life .

H ere I can n o t p u rsu e  an y  fu rth e r h o w , in  th e sy stem  o f  

S t. T h o m as , o rd e r, sy m m etry , p eace , an d  tem p er  o f  tru th  an d  

c la rity a re m an ife sted in  ev e ry s in g le d e ta il: in h is fo rm al 

ex p o s itio n , in  h is ab ility to g ra sp  an d  h a rm o n ize th e m o st  

d iv e rse  o p in io n s. F a ith  an d  rea so n , p h ilo so p h y  an d  th eo lo g y ,  

n a tu re  an d  g race ,  u n iv e rsa lism  an d  in d iv id u a lism , an a ly sis  an d  

sy n th es is , A u g u stin ian  sp iritu a lism  an d  A ris to te lian  rea lism —  

th e se an d o th er co n cep tu a l an tip o d es , w h ich h av e b een  

d is to rted  ev en  w ith in  S ch o las tic ism  in to  v a rio u s  ex trem es  an d  

C o n trad ic tio n s ,.h av e fo u n d  a p eace fu l an d  h a rm o n io u s sy m -  

rf te try  in  th é  • tf iô ù g h tô f  S t. T h o m as.

' • ;T h is b a lan ce ,, m o d era tio n , an d c larity o f ju d g m en t, th is  
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sen se o f f in a lity  an d  o rd e r a re ev id en ced  in  a v e ry  -s tr ik in g L · ' 

an d  b en efic ia l m an n e r in  th e  so c ia l an d  p o litica l te ach in g  o f /  

S t. T h o m as , w h ich ce rta in ly  b rea th e s th e sp ir it o f p eace .8  

T h e  sam e  ag reem en t  an d  h a rm o n y  a lso  m ak e  th e ir  ap p ea ran ce  

in  h is  u se  o f so u rcê sT W ith  c lear  v is io n  h e  h as d isce rn ed  th e  

~ p ith "ô f'tru th u n d e r th e  b a rk  o f e rro r, an d  h as in d ica ted  th e  

h is to rica l g ro w th o f p h ilo so p h ica l an d  th eo lo g ica l q u estio n s ,  

g az in g  fa r b ey o n d  th e  sc ien tif ic  ran g e  o f id eas  p ro p e r to  h is  

tim e . W ith g ra te fu l ap p rec ia tio n  h e  h as u tiliz ed th e re su lts  

th o u g h t o u t in  p rev io u s  ag es , read ily  reco g n iz in g  th e  in d irec t 

se rv ice a ffo rd ed  b y  fa lse o p in io n s fo r th e  d isco v e ry  o f tru th :

W h en  co n sid e rin g  tru th , w e  a re a id ed  b y  o th e rs in  a tw o ­

fo ld  m an n er: d irec tly  an d  in d irec tly . W e  a re  h e lp ed  d irec tly  

b y  th o se  w h o  h av e  fo u n d  th e  tru th , fo r , as  h as  b een  sa id , w h en  

o n e h as d isco v e red th e tru th , g a th e rin g it in to a u n it, h e  

b eq u ea th es to p o s te rity a g rea t k n o w led g e o f tru th . W e a re  

h e lp ed  in d irec tly  in  so  fa r as th o se  w h o  h av e  p rev io u s ly  e rred  

co n ce rn in g  tru th  th e reb y fu rn ish to  p o s te rity  a s tim u lu s fo r  

p h ilo so p h iz in g , so th a t th e  tru th  m ay  s tan d  o u t m o re c learly  

a fte r d ilig en t d iscu ss io n .8

A  h ig h d eg ree  o f sch o la rly  an d  w ell-b a lan ced im p artia lity  

an d  p ru d en ce , a p eace fu l b len d in g  o f p ie ty  an d  a c ritic ism  

w h ich  is  rea so n ab le , o b jec tiv e , an d  o ccasio n a lly  ev en  h is to rica l, 

is sh o w n in  th e  m an n e r in  w h ich S t. T h o m as in d iv id u a lly  

u tiliz ed  an d  ev a lu a ted  A risto tle  an d  h is  G reek  co m m en ta to rs , 

A rab ian -Jew ish  p h ilo so p h y , N eo -P la to n ic so u rce s , A u g u stin e  

an d  th e  F a th ers  o f  th e  C h u rch , th e  w o rk s  o f  th e  ea rly  S ch o las ­

tic s an d  th o se  e ith e r im m ed ia te ly  p reced in g  o r co n tem p o rary .

T h e  m o re  o n e  ex am in es  an d  le a rn s  to  ap p rec ia te  th e  d e lica te  

an d  sen sitiv e  m an n e r in  w h ich th e sa in t w o v e to g e th e r th e  

v a rico lo red th read s o f ea rlie r e lem en ts o f th o u g h t in to a  

u n ified  an d  b rillian t tap es try  in  each  an d  ev e ry  q u es tio n , as
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in ep is tem o lo g y an d  p sy ch o lo g y , m etap h y s ic s an d th eo d icy , 

e th ic s an d  m y stic ism , an d  th e b as is o f sacram en ta l th eo lo g y , 

th e  m o re  h e  w ill reco g n ize  an d  ap p ra ise th e  m aste rfu l in te l­

le c tu a l w o rk  w h ich  T h o m as  h as acco m p lish ed in  co m p le tin g  

an d  h a rm o n io u s ly  fo rm in g  th is  v as t s tru c tu re  o f  th o u g h t. H ere  -  

I can n o t ex am in e th e  w ay in w h ich  h e u sed  A risto tle an d  

A u g u stin e , n o r h is sy n th es is o f A risto tle an d A u g u stin e , 

in w h ich H am ack see s th e w o rld -w id e im p o rtan ce o f  

S t. T h o m as .®

S t. T h o m as ’ u se o f so u rces is n e ith er a co m p ila tio n an d  

m ech an ica l co llec tio n o f v a rio u s o p in io n s an d tren d s o f  

th o u g h t, n o r a  w eak  ec lec tic ism ; ra th er it is h is  o w n  p en e tra ­

tio n , fo rm a tio n , an d  fu rth erin g  o f  th e  re su lts  o f in v es tig a tio n s  

m ad e a t h is tim e. T h o m as assim ila ted an d ev a lu a ted th is  

v as t am o u n t o f sc ien tif ic trad itio n in th e se rv ice o f tru th  —  

th a t tru th  w h ich h e  h ad  a lw ay s b e fo re h im : “T h e s tu d y  o f  

p h ilo so p h y  is n o t to  k n o w  w h a t m en  h av e th o u g h t, b u t w h a t 

th e tru th o f th in g s is in itse lf .” 1 0 T h e in d ep en d en t o rg an ­

iz in g  an d  sp ecu la tiv e g en iu s o f S t. T h o m as , w h ich d irec ted  

a ll k n o w n tru th in to  u n iso n , w as th e en te lech y , th e fo rm  

ass im ila tin g , fa sh io n in g , an d  ce rtify ing ex tran eo u s e lem en ts  

o f  th o u g h t.

T h e  F ren ch  sch o la r , P . D u h em , o th e rw ise  so  n o ted  fo r h is  

h is to rica l sch o la s tic  re sea rch , esp ec ia lly  in  th e  f ie ld  o f n a tu ra l  

sc ien ce , is fa r fro m  th e tru th  w h en h e  d en ie s in la rg e  p a rt 

S t. T h o m as ’ o w n p ro p e r im p o rtan ce in p h ilo so p h ica l 

th o u g h t. 1 1 W e  n o w  see  m o re d ea rly  in  th e  lig h t o f lab o rio u s  

m an u sc rip t re sea rch th a t th e  h ea ted  s tr ife  ab o u t h is d o c trin e , 

w h ich h ad  b een en k in d led  ev en d u rin g th e  life tim e o f th e  

g rea t sch o la stic an d w h ich b u rs t in to  f lam e a fte r h is d ea th , 

b eg an w ith th e accep tan ce o f th e C h ris tian A risto te lian ism
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o f S t T h o m as  as an  in d ep en d en t ach iev em en t o f th e  w id est  

in n o v a tio n .1 2 R . S eeb e rg  w rite s:

T h ere is n o  q u es tio n th a t T h o m as w as th e m o st m o d em  

o f th e th eo lo g ian s o f h is tim e , fo r h e so u g h t, so fa r as th a t 

w as p o ssib le , to ap p ly th e th o u g h ts o f A risto tle , w h ich f illed  

h is  th eo lo g y . . . . T h o m as  h ad  a  sp ec ia l ap titu d e  fo r th is ty p e  

o f  w o rk . H o w  eas ily  h e  k n o w s  h o w  to  co n d en se th e  m o st co m ­

p lica ted  tra in s o f  th o u g h t in to  n eat an d  s im p le  fo rm s. H e  w as  

a lw ay s  ab le  to  co in  th e  p rec ise  ex p re ss io n , fo r h e  w as  k een  an d  

c lea r, eq u ip p ed  w ith a su re in s ig h t fo r essen tia ls , an d  h ad  a  

m arv elo u s d ia lec tic a l ab ility . C o n seq u en tly  h e  w as th e  p ro p er  

p e rso n to  e ffec t secu re ly  an d  ta c tfu lly th e  v e ry d ifficu lt co m ­

b in a tio n o f th e te ach in g s o f th e F a th e rs an d  th e A ris to te lian  

p h ilo so p h y , to  tran sla te A u g u stin e  in to  A ris to te lian ism , an d  to  

b o rro w  fro m  A ris to tle w h a tev e r th e te ach in g o f th e F a th ers  

d id  n o t d irec tly o p p o se .1 3

T h in g s n ew  an d  p ro g re ss iv e  d o  n o t s tan d  o u t d isco rd an tly  

o r  sh o ck in g ly  in  S t. T h o m as ’ w o rk s , an d  w h en  su ch  d o c trin e s  

a re  ad v an ced , n ev e r  o r  se ld o m  d o es  h e  m ak e  m en tio n  o f th e ir  

n ew n ess . H is n o v e l co u rse fo llo w s , in  la rg e p a rt, th e  m id d le  

p a th , re fra in in g fro m  ex trem es . T h e p eace o f a so u l w h o  

seek s n o t se lf , b u t o n ly  th e tru th , an d  u ltim a te ly  G o d , th e  

E te rn a l T ru th , is d iffu sed  th ro u g h o u t th e  in te lle c tu a l lab o rs  

o fT h o m as .

T h e  au th o rity  o f  th e  C h u rch ,  to  w h ich  T h o m as  w as  d ev o ted  

w ith a ch ild lik e lo v e , d id n o t p re sen t an o b s tac le n o r a  

h in d ran ce to  h is p ro g ress iv e sc ien tif ic en d eav o rs . R ath er h e  

saw  an d  lo v ed  in  th e  C h u rch , in  its  d o c trin a l au th o rity , trad i­

tio n , litu rg y , an d  p rac tice s , a  G o d -g iv en  assu ran ce  o f  a  ce rta in  

k n o w led g e  o f tru th . H e  p ie rced  in co m p arab ly  d eep  in to  th e  

in n e r n a tu re o f th e C h u rch , an d  u n ited  th e d o g m a tic an d  

m y stica l, th e  e th ica l an d  ju rid ica l e lem en ts  in to  a  h a rm o n io u s
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co n cep t o f th e  C h u rch . 1 4 T h e  C h u rch  h as , as h e  re la te s, th e  

g o o d  o f th e  fa ith fu l in  m in d  in  a ll its d ec isio n s an d  in s tru c ­

tio n s .1 8 H e  m ak es k n o w n  h is g rea t es teem  fo r th e  au th o rity  

o f th e  C h u rch  w h en  h e  w rite s : “T h e  p rac tic e  o f th e  C h u rch , 

w h ich  sh o u ld  b e  o b se rv ed  a lw ay s  an d  in  a ll in s tan ces , h as  th e  

g rea te s t au th o rity .”  E v en  th e  d o c trin e o f th e  F a th e rs receiv e s  

its  au th o rity  fro m  th e  C h u rch : “T h erefo re  it is  b e tte r  to  ad h e re  

to  th e  p rac tice  o f th e  C h u rch  ra th er th an  to  th e  au th o rity  o f  

an  A u g u stin e , à  Je ro m e, o r  o f  an y  o th e r d o c to r.” 1 6

H e sh o w s th e h ig h es t es teem  an d rev eren ce to w ard th e  

p rim acy  o f th e P o p e . T h is p rim acy  h e  d e riv ed  d o g m a tica lly  

fro m  th e P au lin e  id ea o f C h rist, th e H ead  o f th e C h u rch ,  

an d  fro m  th e  n a tu re an d  en d  o f th e C h u rch . (T h o m as w as  

p e rso n ally  acq u a in ted  w ith th e p o p es o f h is tim e , n am e ly  

w ith  U rb an  IV , C lem en t T V , an d  G reg o ry  X .)

S t. T h o m as is f illed w ith th e g rea tes t p ie ty to w ard th e  

F a th e rs  o f  th e  C fiu rch . E v en  w h ere  h eT e liev eT an o th e r o p in - , 

io n m u st b e  h e ld , h e  ch o o ses a fo rm  an d  m an n e r in  w h ich  

th e re is n o  h in t o f b lam e o r rep ro ach . T h u s in o n e p lace  

h e w rite s : "S in ce th is o p in io n w as h e ld b y g rea t d o c to rs , 

n am e ly  B asil, G reg o ry  N azian zu s , an d  ce rta in  o th e rs , it  sh o u ld  

r io t b e re jec ted as e rro n eo u s.” 1 7 C ard in a l C aje tan lik ew ise  

m en tio n ed th is rev eren t, co n c ilia to ry a ttitu d e o f A q u in as  

to w ard  th e  F a th ers : “S in ce  d ie  au th o r  h ad  th e  g reate s t  v en e ra -  

tio n fo r th em , h e  w as en d o w ed , in  a  ce rta in m an n e r, w ith  

th e  in te lle c tu a l acu m en  o f  th em  a ll.” 1 6  '

T h e  im p re ss iv e  p o rtra it o f F r. Z u rb a ran , th e  ap o th eo s is o f  

S t. T h om as , n o w  p re se rv ed  in  th e  m u seu m  a t S ev ille , is , in  

a ce rta in sen se , an a rtis tic co m m en ta ry o n th is id ea .1 6 S t. 

T h o m as is s tan d in g in th e m id d le u p p e r p o rtio n o f th is  

m ag n ificen t p a in tin g . H e  is en lig h ten ed  b y  th e  H o ly  S p irit,  

w h o  h o v e rs o v e r h im  in  th e  fo rm  o f  a  d o v e . In  h is le f t h an d
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h e h o ld s an o p en ed b o o k ; th e u p lif ted r ig h t h an d h o ld s  

a  q u ill— h e  is p rep a red  to  w rite . T h e  fo u r g rea t D o c to rs o f  

th e W este rn C h u rch , A u g u stin e , G reg o ry , A m b ro se , an d  

Je ro m e , s it a t  h is le f t an d  r ig h t w ith  th e ir  b o o k s  b e fo re  th em . 

T h ey  a re  b u s ily  en g ag ed  in  co n v e rsa tio n .

T h u s th e  p eace fu l sp irit o f o rd e r, h a rm o n y , an d  b a lan ce  

is  d iffu sed  th ro u g h o u t th e  w ritin g s  o f S t. T h o m as . T h is sen se  

fo r m ed ia tin g  an d  h a rm o n iz in g , th is  rh y th m , if I  d a re  say  so , 

o f tru th an d c la rity ap p ea rs in h is w eig h ty tre a tm en t o f  

p ro b lem s as w ell as in  h is u se  o f so u rce s . Jo y  an d  p eace  w ill  

o v e rflo w  in to  th e  so u l o f  h im  w h o  h as  b een  im p reg n ated  lan d  

q u ick en ed , th ro u g h y ea rs o f s tu d y , b y th is  ' h a rm o n y an d  

p ro p o rtio n  o f th e  T h o m istic s tru c tu re . A  jo y  an d  p eace  w ill  

co m e to  h im , s im ila r to th a t rev eren tia l fee lin g w h ich  en ­

rap tu re s u s w h en w e b eh o ld th e to w erin g  ca th ed ra ls w ith  

w h ich th e Sum m a T heolog ica o f S t. T h o m as is freq u en tly  

co m p ared  b ecau se  o f its a rch itec to n ic  fo rm .2 0

T h is sam e b a lan ce , p ru d en t an d  m o d era te m eth o d , p eace : 

an d  c la rity  o f th e  T h o m is tic  sy s tem  m an ife st th em selv es  m o st  

e ffec tiv e ly  in  h is  ex p o s itio n  o f C h ristian  m o ra ls, asce tics , an d  

m y stic ism  in  th e Second P art, an  ex p o s itio n ex to lled  b y  h is  

ad m irin g  co n tem p o ra rie s. C h arity , acco rd in g  to  th e  w o rd s  o f  

S t. B ern a rd , m odus diligendi D eum  est sine m odo diligere  

(k n o w in g  n e ith e r b o u n d s n o r lim its) , co n fe rs , as th e fo rm  

o f  th e  v irtu e s, m easu re  an d  ag reem en t  to  a ll th e  m o ra l v irtu e s . 

I t ten d s to  b eh o ld  lo v in g ly  in  G o d  th e  h a rm o n y  an d  u n iso n  

o f th e  d iv in e  p e rfec tio n s, an d  to  b u ild  an d  m o d e l o u r  in te rio r  

an d  ex te rio r  life  in  acco rd an ce  w ith  th em . T h e  m o ra l v irtu e s , 

in fo rm ed  b y  ch arity , o rd e r an d  q u ie t th e in n e r m o v em en ts  

an d  p ass io n s o f th e so u l, so  th a t th e  so u l, u n d is tu rb ed  an d  

u n d iv id ed , can  ad h e re  to  G o d  in  a  life  o f a  m o re  a rd en t an d  

in c reas in g  lo v e . E v en th e d es ire fo r k n o w led g e , w h ich  cu -
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riosity , a v ice th w artin g  higher ach iev em en ts, can p e rv e r 

m u st  be  ordered  an d  m o d era ted  b y  th e  v irtu e  o f  s tu d io u sn ess/ 1

T h e a rran g em en t an d  m u tu al order of all the v irtu e s a  

tre a ted  in  T hom istic  m o rals  sh o w  a  g rea t deal o f  w isd o m  an c  

ev ery d ay  ex p e rien ce . T h e asce tic ism  an d m y stic ism  o f S t 

T h o m as v iv id ly  sh o w  th e w ay in w h ich th e life o f g race  

ass im ila te s th e  p rin c ip le s o f th e  h u m an  life  o f th e  so u l an d  

g en tly e lev a tes th e w hole sensitive and in te lle c tu a l m an to  

, th e su p e rn a tu ra l, d iv in e life .2 2 F r. R ay m o n d  M artin, O .P ., 

rem arks tha t he  has never fo u n d  th e  m y stica l d o c trin e  m o re  

h u m an ly  an d  a t the sam e tim e m ore divinely  p re sen ted  th an  

in  th e  teach ing  of St. T h o m as  o n  th e  sp ir itu a l life .2 3

S t. T h o m as w as able to  presen t such  an  effective  teach ing  

on  the  v irtu e s— a  d o c trin e  rep le te  w ith  h a rm o n y  an d  b a lan ce , 

ru led an d  su s ta in ed by the one im p o rtan t co n s id era tio n o f  

lo v e , o v e r w h ich  h o v e rs an  a rd en t and  holy  p eace— b ecau se  

th is sam e h a rm o n y , b a lan ce , an d  p ro p o rtio n o F  th e v irtu e s  

f lo w in g  fro m  th e  gentle stream s o f divine love g o v e rn ed  h is  

o w n  so u l, b ecau se  su ch  a  p eace , sp rin g in g  fro m  w isd o m  an d  

ch arity , illu m in ed a ll h is th o u g h ts , d es ires , fee lin g s , an d  

ac tio n s . T h e  m o d es t reports o f th e  w itn esse s a t the  canoniza­

tion  process have le t us glance  in to  th is pure  an d  h o ly  so u l,  

freed  from  in o rd in a te  m o v em en ts o f sen se , from  a ttach m en t  

to  earth ly  goods, and  from  the  desire  of  honors and  sensuality. 

H is  spo tless, virgina l p u rity  is  p ra ised  in  all these testim onies. 

T he  expression  virgo  recu rs  ag a in  and  again .

T he  acts of  the  can o n iza tio n  p ro cess  and  his  f irs t biography  

by  W illiam  o f  T o cco  reco rd  the  m ystical ex p e rien ce  o f  y o u n g  

T h o m as in  th e  to w er  o f  S . G iovanni w h en  he  w as  girded  by  

angels fo llow ing the co n q u es t o f a m o st try in g  tem p ta tio n .  

T h ereafte r  h e  n ev e r ex p e rien ced th e  m o v em en ts o f sensual­

ity.**  Since F ra A ngelico  d a  F ie so le  th is  scen e  h as  o ften  b een ’

P eace  5 9

! p o rtray ed  in  a rt. I ts  m em o ry  liv e s  o n  in  a  C h u rch  co n fra te rn ity ,  

th e  A n g e lic  W arfare , w h ich  p ay s  sp ec ia l h o n o r to  S t. T h o m as  

as p a tro n  an d  m o d e l o f m o ral p u rity  an d  in n o cen ce .2 5 T h e  

title "A n g e lic D o c to r” w h ich w as b es to w ed o n S t. T h o m as  

a t  a  so m ew h a t la te r p e rio d  b ecau se  o f  h is  an g e lic  p u rity  (qua  

in  cam e praeter cam em  vixit— w h ile liv in g  in  th e  f le sh , h e  

w as n o t o f th e f le sh ), h as su rp assed  h is o rig in a l sch o la stic  

n am e  o f  h o n o r, “C o m m o n  D o c to r.”  .

T h o m as h ad su ch an es teem  fo r th e v irtu es o f ch astity ^  

an d  v irg in ity , b ecau se  h e  saw  in  th em  a v e ry  sp ec ia l f itn e ss I 

fo r an ex c lu s iv e d ed ica tio n an d  co n sec ra tio n to  G o d , fo r a  /  

to ta l u n fo ld in g an d ex e rc ise o f w isd o m  an d ch arity . T h iy  

d o m in atin g  th o u g h t ap p ea rs  ag a in  an d  ag a in  in  th e  b eau tifu l  

q u estio n s an d  a rtic les w h ich  h e  h as d ed ica ted  to  th is an g e lic  

v irtu e .2 8 T h e  P au lin e  th o u g h t: “T h e  v irg in  th in k s ab o u t th e  

th in g s  o f  th e  L o rd , th a t sh e  m ay  b e  h o ly  in  b o d y  an d  in  sp ir it”  

(1 C o r. 7 :3 4 ) h as fo u n d a m o st p ro fo u n d in te rp re te r in  

T h o m as , w h o  w ro te  fro m  h is  o w n  in n e rm o st ex p e rien ce . L ik e ­

w ise  h is d ev o tio n  to  S t. A g n es, w h o se  re lic  h e  a lw ay s  ca rried  

w ith  h im , can o n ly  b e u n d e rs to o d in te rm s o f h is lo v e fo r  

ch astity  an d  v irg in ity .  T w ice  sh e  is  m en tio n ed  in  h is  w ritin g s:  

as  a  m o d e l o f  ch as tity  in  th e  m o st d iff icu lt d an g e rs  o f  p re se rv ­

in g  v irg in ity ;2 2 an d  as a  m arty r o f ch astity .2 8

F o r  cen tu rie s , n u m ero u s  d ev o tees  o f S t. T h o m as , w h o  h av e  

b een in sp ired  b y  h is ex a lted  ex am p le , h av e  seen  an d  ta s ted  

h o w  sw ee t  th e  L o rd  is  in  a  life , p u re , v irg in a l,  w h o lly  d ed ica ted  

to  G o d . In  co n n ec tio n w ith sp o tle ss ch astity  an d  v irg in ity , 

w e  h av e  n o ticed  in  th e  te s tim o n ie s  o f  th e  can o n iza tio n  p ro cess  

th e  m o d era tio n  an ti m n rrif ica jjg n _ n f th e  sa in t reg ard in g  fo o d  

an d  d rin k , h is  v ig ils , an d , in  g en e ra l, h is in d ifferen c e to  th e  

p lea su re  an d  co m fo rts  o f th e  b o d y , b ecau se  o f  h is p u re  lo v e  

o f G o d an d in c lin a tio n to w ard th e co n tem p la tiv e life . S t.
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T h o m as lik ew ise  b rin g s  o u t, in  h is  o p u scu lu m  D e  P erfectione  

V itae Spiritua lis, th a t th o se  w h o  w ish  to  le ad  a  p u re , v irg in a l 

life , in  w h ich th ey  can m o re free ly  an d  p e rfec tly  d ed ica te  

th em se Iv es an d  c lm g to G ô d ,"m u sf  ch as tise th e ir b o d y  b y  

fa sts , v ig ils , an d  s im ila r  p rac tice s .2 8

T h e d es ire s o f th e f le sh a re tam ed an d b ro u g h t to  re st 

th ro u g h  ch astity  an d  v irg in ity , th ro u g h  an  ab s tem io u s , au ste re ,  

» an d  m o rtified  life , an d  a ll th e  p lea su re s o f sen se  a re  w illin g ly  

sac rific ed fo r a  m o re  fac ile o p e ra tio n  o f th e  in te lle c tu a l an d  

sp iritu a l  life . A t th e  sam e  tim e , h u m ility  an d  its  re la ted  v irtu e s  

o f  o b ed ien ce ,  m eek n ess, k in d n ess, an d  C h ris tian  d em ean o r, o f ■ 

am iab ility  an d  fr ien d lin e ss, o f  an  u n se lfish  co u rte sy , b rin g  to ■ 

re st th e  in n e r co n cu p iscen ces o f th e  so u l w h ich  sp rin g  fro m j 

in o rd in a te  se lf- lo v e , se lf-seek in g , an d  th e  d es ire  o f  h o n o rs , an d , ί 

m o tiv a ted  b y  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l p o w er o f ch a rity , su b o rd in a te  

th e  w h o le sp iritu a l life to  G o d  an d  H is se rv ice . T h u s  m an  

fee ls an d  f in d s h im self fo rtu n a te ly  in  th e  p o s itio n w h ich is  

h is acco rd in g to  th e w ill o f G o d an d  w h ich  c ircu m stan ces 

an d  au th o rity  sh o w  h im . H e  ex p e rien ces  in  h is  so u l th e  tru th I 

o f  o u r  L o rd ’s  w o rd s : “L eam  o f  m e  fo r  I  am  m eek  an d  h u m b le  

o f  h ea rt, an d  y o u  sh a ll f in d  re st  to  y o u r  so u ls”  (M a tt, r  r  tap ).

W e  h av e  h ea rd  h o w  h u m ility , m eek n ess, o b ed ien ce , an d  th e  

fr ien d ly , w arm , se ren e , an d  w illin g  d isp o s itio n o f o u r sa in t  

w ere  p ra ised  in  th e te stim o n ie s o f th e  can o n iza tio n p ro cess. 

T h e  b io g rap h y  o f W illiam  o f T o cco  a lso  s trik in g ly  p o rtray s  

th e  b eau tifu l tra its w h ich  h u m an ly  in tro d u ce  T h o m as to  u s  

as  a  h u m b le , m o d est, p eace fu l, an d  im p a rtia l th in k e r, m aster­

in g  a ll an x ie ty  ev en  in  th e  face  o f  d isap p o in tm en t an d  o p p o s i­

tio n . H e  rem a in ed  c lea r an d  w ell b a lan ced , a t a ll tim es an  

am iab le an d se lf-sac rif ic in g sa in t an d sch o la r. H e saw  in  

p rid e an d  a rro g an ce an  im p ed im en t to  a  p ro fo u n d  g ra sp  o f  

tru th , w h ile  in  h u m ility  h e  b eh e ld  an  a id  an d  ad v an cem en t

// :?ÙZ( \



to tru e w isd o m . T h u s , h e co u ld  co n fe ss to h is in sep a rab le  

frien d  an d  co m p an io n , R eg in a ld  o f P ip em o , in  a ll s im p lic ity  

an d  u p rig h tn ess o f  h ea rt:

1  g iv e  th an k s to  G o d  th a t I  h av e  n ev e r b een  m o v ed  b y  v a in  i » t

g lo ry in  reg a rd  to  m y  k n o w led g e , m y  m aster 's ch a ir, an d  m y  : < s f

p u b lic d isp u ta tio n s . . . . A n d  ev en  th o u g h  I h ad  tem p ta tio n s  r a j.

to v a in g lo ry , I rep re ssed th em  b y a su b seq u en t ju d g m en t / H

o f reaso n . r t ij i

T h e  te stim o n ie s  o f  th e  can o n iza tio n  p ro cess  an d  th e  can o n iza ­

tio n  b u ll o f  Jo h n  X X II p ro u d ly  s ta te  th a t T h o m as  m ain ta in ed  

a co m p le te eq u ilib riu m  o f so u l, n ev e r m ak in g  u se o f p ro u d  

o r o ffend ing  w o rd s d u rin g  th e  d isp u ta tio n s in to  w h ich  m u ch  

ex c item en t an d h au g h ty , p ro u d m an n e rs freq u en tly m ad e  

th e ir w ay . B arth o lo m ew o f C ap u a b ea rs w itn ess in h is  

te stim o n y  a t th e  p ro cess o f can o n iza tio n th a t h e  h ad  h ea rd  

fro m tru s tw o rth y F ria rs P reach e rs h o w T h o m as , w h en  

v eh em en tly a ttack ed d u rin g a d isp u ta tio n a t P aris b y th e  

F ran c iscan th eo lo g ian an d  la te r A rch b ish o p  o f C an terb u ry , 

Jo h n P eck h am , d id  n o t lo se h is se lf-co n tro l th ro u g h  p ro u d  

an d  in ju rio u s  ex p re ss io n s. JR a th e r h e  q u ie tly  an d  im p artia lly  

ex p o u n d ed  h is 'th e sis  an d  an sw ere d  in  a lo v in g  an d  h u m b le  

m an n e r.3 0 Jo h n P eck h am , w h o  w ro te ab o u t th is in c id en t in  

an  en tire ly  d ifferen t m an n e r in  a  le tte r d a ted  Ju n e t, 1 2 8 5 ,  

to  th e  B ish o p  o f  L in co ln , can n o t h e lp  b u t d es ig n a te  T h o m as  

as  th e  D octor hum ilis.* 1

T h o m as a lso  co n s tan tly  rem ain ed  m o d es t an d  k in d  in h is  

sch o las tic p o lem ics, a lw ay s co n s id e ra te o f h is le a rn ed  o p p o - 

n en ts .3 2 O th e r sch o la s tic s o f h is tim e , I m en tio n  o n ly  R o g er  

B aco n , P e ter o f T rab es , P e ter Jo h n O liv u s , h av e freq u en tly  

le t th em se lves  b e  o v e rp o w ered  b y  sh a rp  lan g u ag e  in  sch o la s tic  

en co u n ters .
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P o p e B en ed ic t X IV  n o te s th is p ecu lia rity o f S t. T h o m as ’ 

p o lem ics:

S t. T h o m as A q u in as, an g e lic le ad e r o f th e S ch o o ls an d  

D o c to r o f th e  C h u rch , in  w ritin g  so  m an y  v o lu m es w h ich  can  

n ev e r b e  su ffic ien tly  p ra ised , n ecessarily  o ffen d ed  v a rio u s  o p in ­

io n s  o f  p h ilo so p h e rs  an d  th eo lo g ian s  w h ich  tru th  co m p e lled  h im  

to  re fu te . B u t w h a t m o st ad m irab ly c ro w n s th e  m erits o f th is  

D o c to r is th a t h e  n ev e r m in im ized , ra iled , o r d ish o n o red  h is  

o p p o n en ts, b u t en d ea red  a ll b y  h is co u rte sy  an d  frien d lin ess . 

If  h e  saw  so m e th in g  in  th e ir  w ritin g s  ra th er  h a rsh , am b ig u o u s, 

an d  o b scu re , h e  ex p la in ed  an d  to n ed  it d o w n  b y  a  b en ig n  an d  

len ien t in te rp re ta tio n . If , h o w ev e r, fo r th e sak e o f re lig io n  

an d  fa ith , h e  w as  req u ired  to  re jec t an d  re fu te  th e ir o p in io n s , 

th is  h e  d id  w ith  su ch  m o d es ty  th a t h e  d eserv es as  m u ch  p ra ise  

fo r d isag ree in g as fo r asse rtin g C ath o lic tru th .3 3

O n ly  in  th e  w o rk  D e  U nita te  In tellectus  C ontra  A verro istas, 

w ritten ag a in s t L a tin A v erro ism  a t th e U n iv e rs ity o f P aris  

an d  its  le ad e r, th e  sh rew d  p h ilo so p h er, S ig e r  o f  B rab an t, d o es  

T h o m as ex p re ss h im se lf in  a  h a rsh  m an n er ag a in s t A v erro es , 

w h o m  h e  ca lls th e deprava tor an d  n o t th e com m enta tor o f  

A risto tle . H e  a lso  o p p o ses th e  P aris ian  A v erro is ts , to  w h o m  h e  

ad d re sse s  th e  fo llo w in g  reb u k e  n ea r  th e  c lo se  o f  h is  w o rk :

T h ese  th in g s , th e re fo re , w e  w ro te  to  d es tro y  th e  e rro r (A v er-  

ro is tic M o n o p sy ch ism ) w h ich  is b ased  n o t o n  th e  d o cu m en ts  

o f  fa ith , b u t  o n  th e  th o u g h ts  an d  p rin c ip le s o f  th e  p h ilo so p h e rs. 

If so m eo n e , g lo ry in g  u n d e r th e  n am e  o f fa lse  sc ien ce , w ish es  

to  say  so m e th in g  ag a in s t w h a t w e  h av e  w ritten , le t h im  sp eak  

n o t  in  so m e  co m er n o r  b e fo re  ch ild ren  w h o  a re  u n ab le  to  ju d g e  

in  th e se d iff icu lt m atte rs . R ath e r  le t h im , if h e  so  d a re s , w rite  

ag a in s t th is  o u r tra c t T h en  h e  w ill f in d  n o t o n ly  m y se lf , th e  

le a st o f th em  a ll, b u t m an y  o th e rs , cu ltiv a to rs o f tru th , w h o  

can  re sis t h is e rro r o r co u n se l h is ig n o ran ce .

I  h av e  d isco v e red  in  a  M u n ich  m an u sc rip t  th e  co m m en ta ry
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o f S ig e r o f B rab an t o n a la rg e p o rtio n o f th e A ris to te lian  | I

w o rk s (C lm . 9 5 5 9 ). F r. V an  S teen b e rg h en , w h o , w ith  h is  s tu -  ; j j

d en ts , h as p rep ared  a  s tan d a rd  ed itio n  o f th e se q u es tio n s o n  d

A ris to tle , h as  g iv en  a  v e ry  rea lis tic  p ic tu re  o f  th e  p h ilo so p h ica l  i

d o c trin e  an d  ev en  th e  e rro rs o f th is  le ad e r  o f L a tin  A v erro ism , 

o r  b e tte r , h e tero d o x ica l A ris to te lian ism . H e  h as  a lso  fu rn ish ed ,  < : [

fro m  th e co m m en tary  o n th e D e A nim a, co n ta in ed in th is z 

m an u sc rip t, th e co n v in c in g  p ro o f o f m y  o p in io n th a t S ig e r  Ï [

o f B rab an t h ad  tak en a d iffe ren t sc ien tif ic p o s itio n d u e to  ■ > i

th e  w eig h t o f th e  p ro o fs  se t fo rth  in  th e  w o rk  D e  U nita te In - ' l·

te llectus, an d  g av e  u p  th e A v erro is tic  M o n o p sy ch ism  w h ich  ; I

h e  p rev io u s ly  h e ld . W e  w ill n o t  g o  fa r  as tray  if w e  see  in  th e  [

h u m b le , o b jec tiv e , an d  ten d e r  d isp o s itio n  o f  S t. T h o m as  a  rea-  ; i

so n fo r th is in te lle c tu a l rea liza tio n  an d co n v e rsio n . j

T h is h a rm o n y , b a lan ce , d iv in e p eace o f th e in te rio r an d  1 j

ex te rio r life o f S t. T h o m as m an ife sts itse lf in h is p ray er .3 4  j

In th e p ray e r a fte r H o ly C o m m u n io n , th e sa in t ten d e rly .

im p lo re s th a t th e sacram en ta l u n io n w ith th e B o d y an d  |

B lo o d  o f  o u r S av io u r  m ay  b e  fo r  h im :

T h e  ex tin c tio n  o f v ice s, ev il d es ire s an d  co n cu p iscen ces ; an  
in c rea se  o f  ch a rity  an d  p a tien ce , o f  h u m ility  an d  o b ed ien ce ...  
th e  p e rfec t q u ie tin g  o f a ll th e  in c lin a tio n s  o f th e  b o d y  as w ell 

as o f th e  so u l. M ay  it c lo se ly  u n ite  m e  to  T h ee  th e  tru e an d  
o n e G o d , an d  h ap p ily  es tab lish  m e a t th e  en d  o f m y  life in  
u n ch an g eab le  b liss .

In  o th e r p ray e rs o f h is w h ich  w e  h av e , th is lo n g in g  a fte r  

v a p eace fu l an d h a rm o n io u s ly o rd e red in n e r life , c ling ing  

to ta lly  to  G o d , m an ife sts  itse lf  to  u s . In  th e  p ray er  b eg in n in g  

C oncede  m ïhi, m isericors D eus, w h ich  th e  A n g e lic  D o c to r  w as  

d a ily  accu s to m ed  to  rec ite  b e fo re th e  im ag e  o f th e  C ru cified  

fo r à  p ru d en t o rd e rin g  an d  fo rm a tio n  o f h is life , h e  d irec ted  

th e  fo llo w in g  in tim ate  p lea  to  G o d :
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G ran t, O  L o rd  m y  G o d , th a t I m ay  n o t fa il in  p ro sp e rity  o r 

ad v ersity , av o id in g  p rid e in  th e  fo rm er an d  d isco u rag em en t in  

th e  la tte r . M ay  I re jo ice in  n o th in g  b u t w h a t le ad s to  T h ee , 

_ an d  g riev e fo r n o th in g  b u t w h a t tu rn s aw ay  fro m  T h ee . M ay  

I d esp ise , O  L o rd , a ll tran sito ry th in g s , an d  p rize o n ly th a t 

w h ich  is e te rn a l. M ay  I sh u n  an y  jo y  th a t is n o t T h ee ; m ay  I  

w ish  fo r  n o th in g  o u ts id e  o f  T h ee . ... G ran t  m e, O  m y  G o d , 

to  d irec t m y  h ea rt to w ard T h ee , co n s tan tly  to  g riev e fo r m y  

s in s, an d to am en d m y life . M ak e m e, O  L o rd , m y G o d , 

o b ed ien t w ith o u t  co n trad ic tio n , p o o r  w ith o u t d ep ressio n , ch as te  

w ith o u t co rru p tio n , p a tien t w ith o u t m u rm u rin g , h u m b le  w ith ­

o u t p re ten se , ch eerfu l w ith o u t d iss ip a tio n  . . . se rio u s w ith o u t 

co n stra in t, p ro m p t w ith o u t lev ity , G o d -fea rin g w ith o u t p re ­

su m p tio n , tru th fu l w ith o u t am b ig u ity , eag e r in g o o d w o rk s  

w ith o u t a rro g an ce , co rrec tin g  m y  n e ig h b o r  w ith o u t h au g h tin e ss  

an d ed ify in g h im  b y w o rk an d ex am p le w ith o u t h y p o c risy . 

G iv e m e, O  L o rd G o d , a w atch fu l h ea rt, w h ich n o  cu rio u s  

th o u g h t w ill tu rn  aw ay  fro m  T h ee ; a n o b le h ea rt, w h ich  n o  

u n w o rth y  a ffec tio n w ill d rag  d o w n ; a r ig h teo u s h ea rt, w h ich  

n o irreg u lar in ten tio n w ill tu rn as id e ; a f irm  h ea rt, w h ich  

n o  tr ib u la tio n  w ill c ru sh ; a  free  h ea rt, w h ich  n o  v io len t a ffec­

tio n  w ill c la im  fo r its o w n .

H is p ray er fo r th e a tta in m en t o f a ll th e v irtu e s p ro ceed s 

acco rd in g  to a s im ila r tra in  o f th o u g h t. F ro m  it I w ill ex ­

tra c t o n ly o n e p e titio n , w h ich p e rm its u s to reco g n ize h is  

n o b le , co n s id e ra te  d isp o sitio n . H e  p ray s th a t h e  m ay :

B e  tro u b leso m e  to  n o  o n e  in  b o d ily  ca res .

H is  p ray er to  th e  m o st b le ssed  V irg in  M ary  is v e ry  b eau ti­

fu l. F ro m  th is I w o u ld lik e to  tak e a few  th o u g h ts. T h e  

sa in t b eg in s:

D eare s t an d  m o st b le ssed  V irg in  M ary , g rac io u s M o th er o f  

G o d , D au g h te r o f th e  S o v e re ig n  K in g , Q u een  o f th e  A n g e ls, 

M o th e r o f H im  W h o  c rea ted a ll th in g s, I co m m en d to th e  

b o so m  o f th y  m ercy  th is d ay  an d  a ll th e  d ay s o f m y  life , m y
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so u l, an d  m y  b o d y , a ll m y ac tio n s, th o u g h ts , w ish es , d es ire s, 

w o rd s an d  d eed s , m y  w h o le  life an d th e  en d  , th e reo f, so th a t  

th ro u g h  th y  p ray ers a ll m ay  b e  o rd e red  acco rd in g  to  th e w ill  

o f th y  b e lo v ed  S o n , o u r L o rd  Je su s C h ris t.

T h e sa in t th en im p lo re s M ary ’s in te rce ss io n fo r th e in ­

d iv id u a l a tta in m en t o f a ll g races an d v irtu e s , w h ich a re  

n ecessa ry  fo r  h im  fo r a  h o ly  life  in  th e  re lig io u s  s ta te :

D eig n to  im p lo re fo r m e  fro m  th y  b e lo v ed S o n , o u r L o rd  

Jesu s  C h ris t, su ffic ien t g race  th a t I  m ay  en e rg e tica lly  re sis t th e  i 

tem p ta tio n s o f th e  w o rld , o f th e  f le sh , an d  o f th e  ev il sp irit. 

I  f irm ly  re so lv e  n o t to  co m m it s in  in  th e  fu tu re  an d  to  p e rsev e re  

in  th y  se rv ice an d  in  th a t o f th y  b e lo v ed S o n . M o st b le ssed  

L ad y , I b eseech th ee to  o b ta in fo r m e  p e rfec t o b ed ien ce an d  

tru e  h u m ility  o f h ea rt, so  th a t I m ay  tru ly  ack n o w led g e  m y se lf 

as  a  w o rth less  c rea tu re  an d  w re tch ed  s in n e r, u n ab le  to  d o  an y  

g o o d w o rk , o r re sis t tem p ta tio n s  w ith o u t th e g race an d  h e lp  

o f m y  C rea to r an d  o f th y  h o ly  p ray ers . P ro cu re fo r m e a lso  

th ro u g h th y p ray e rs , O  m y  d ea re s t L ad y , p e rp e tu a l ch astity  

o f m in d  an d  b o d y , en ab le  m e to se rv e th y  b e lo v ed  S o n an d  

th ee  w ith  a  p u re  h ea rt an d  ch as te b o d y . O b ta in  fo r m e  fro m  

H im  th e g race to accep t v o lu n ta ry p o v e rty w ith p a tien ce  

an d  seren ity  o f  m in d , th a t I  m ay  b e  ab le  to  en d u re  th e  b u rd en s  

o f th is O rd e r an d w o rk o u t m y sa lv a tio n an d th a t o f m y  

fe llo w m en . O b tain fo r m e a lso , O  m y sw ee te st L ady , rea l 

ch a rity th a t I m ay lo v e th y m o st h o ly  S o n , o u r L o rd Je su s  

C h ris t, w ith  a ll m y  h ea rt, an d  n ex t to  H im , m y  n e ig h b o r in  

G o d  an d  fo r G o d , an d  so  en jo y  w h a t is g o o d  an d  b e g riev ed  

a t w h a t is ev il; g ran t th a t I m ay  d is reg ard  n o  o n e , ju d g e  n o  

o n e  u n k in d ly , n o r  p re fer m y se lf to  an y o n e .

T h u s th e in te rio r an d  ex te rio r life o f S t. T h o m as b ea rs  

th e  im p rin t o f  h a rm o n y , sy m m etry , an d  b a lan ce . L . L avau d ,”  

w h o  h as g iv en su ch  an  ex ce llen t an a ly sis o f th e  san c tity  o f  

A q u in as , rem ark s th a t th e m o ra l v irtu e s, p o v e rty , ch astity ,  

o b ed ien ce , an d  h u m ility  s tan d in g  in th e se rv ice o f ch a rity ,
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. d isp o sed th e sa in t fo r th e co n tem p la tiv e life o f d iv in e lo v e  

an d  w isd o m . T h e  s ta te  o f o rig in a l ju s tice , o rd e r, an d  p eace  

o f th e  facu lties an d  ac tiv ities o f th e  so u l w ere , in  a certa in  

m an n er, re s to red  in  h is  so u l. A ll th e  n o b le s t v irtu e s  w ere  su b ­

o rd in a ted  to  d iv in e  lo v e , an d  a ll th e  n o b le s t g ifts of th e  H o ly  

S p irit w ere  su b o rd in a ted  to  th e  g ift o f w isd o m  in  h is life  as  

> a lso  in  h is te ach in g .

’ T h is h a rm o n y , sy m m etry , o rd e r o f th e in te rio r an d ex ­

te r io r life , th is m u ltip lic ity  o f v irtu es w ith in th e u n ity o f  

lo v e , en lig h ten ed  b y  th e  lig h t o f rea so n , o f fa ith , an d  o f th e  

g ifts o f th e H o ly  S p irit, g iv e to  th e so u l o f S t. T h o m as a  

sp iritu a l, G o d lik e  b eau ty . In  o n e  p lace  h e  h as  d e fin ed  sp ir itu a l 

an d  in te lle c tu a l b eau ty : P ulchritudo  sp iritua lis  anim ae in  hoc  

consistit, quod  conversa tio  sive actio  hom in is sit hene propor-  

tionata  secundum  sp iritua lem  ra tion is  clarita tem  (S .T h . II— II , 

q . 1 4 5 , a . 2 ). T h e  in te llec tu a l an d  su p e rn a tu ra l b eau ty  o f  th e  

so u l is seen in  th e  f in e  p ro p o rtio n  o f life  an d  ac tio n , w h ich  

rev ea l h a rm o n y  an d  sy m m etry  in  co n fo rm ity  w ith  th e  c larity  

o f th e in te lle c t su p em a tu ra lly en lig h ten ed th ro u g h fa ith . 

W ith  th is , S t. T h o m as h as , in  a ce rta in sen se , d e fin ed h is  

o w n  in n e r life .

Ju s t as th e  b eau ty  o f th e  h eav en s an d  th e  sp len d o r o f th e  

su n  a re  re flec ted  b y  a  q u ie t f lo w in g  b ro o k  an d  a lso  p en e tra te  

w ith in  —  so so m eth in g o f th e u n c reated b eau ty o f G o d  js  

re flec ted to w ard u s fro m  th e in te rio r life o f S t. T h o m as ,  

w h o  in  th e  co n tem p la tio n  o f G o d  fo un d  th e  b ea titu d e  o f h is  

life .
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C H R IS T  A N D  T H E  IN T E R IO R  L IF E  

O F  S T . T H O M A S

i^ T o W  w e p la in ly see fro m  th e ac ts o f th e can o n iza tio n  

p ro cess as w ell as fro m  h is w ritin g s h o w  w isd o m , ch a rity ,  

an d  p eace  s tan d  o u t  as th e  b as ic  fea tu res o f S t. T h o m as ’ so u l.

F ro m  th is p o rtra it o f h is so u l an d  ch a rac te r rad ia tes th e  

m eek  an d  p eace fu l sp len d o r o f h is w isd o m , lo v e , an d  p eace  

in  C h rist T esu s in  a ll its fu lIn essfW e  can  th o ro u g h ly  u n d e r-  

s tan d  th e in te rio r life o f S t. T h o m as, lik e th a t o f an y  o th e r  

sa in t, o n ly  w h en  w e see th js jn n e r life an d  lo v e re la ted to  

C h rist.

W illiam  o f T o cco  h as em b o d ied  in  h is b io g rap h y o f S t. 

T h o m as  th e  w ell-k n o w n  acco u n t  o f  th e  sa in t ’s  m y stica l ex p eri­

en ce  in  th e  ch ap el o f  S t. N ich o la s, in  th e  D o m in ican  C h u rch , 

S . D o m en ico M ag g io re a t N ap les .1 T h e sac ris tan , a lay -  

B ro th e r, D o m in ic o f C aserta , b eh eld  S t. T h o m as in  ecsta sy  

b e fo re  th e  im ag e  o f th e  C ru c ified . H e  h ea rd  th e  w o rd s fro m  

th e  m o u th  o f th e  ag e -o ld  c ru cif ix : “Y o u  h av e  w ritten  w ell o f  

m e, T h o m as; w h a t rew ard  d o  y o u  w ish  fo r y o u r lab o rs?”  H e  

th en  h ea rd  th e  rep ly : “N o th in g  le ss th an  y o u , O  L o rd ,”  co m e  

fro m  th e  lip s o f th e  sa in t T h ereu p o n , W illiam  o f T o cco  re ­

m ark s, S t. T h o m as  w ro te  th e  th ird  p a rt o f  h is  Sum m a  w h ich  

tre a ts o f th e  p ass io n  an d  re su rrec tio n  o f  C h ris t1

6 7
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' A rt h as  freq u en tly  p o rtray ed  th is  scen e  o f C h ris tian  m y sti­

c ism . W e  see it a t th e V atican a rt g a lle ry  in a p o rtra it b y  

th e  S ien ese p a in ter , S te fan o  d e  G io v an n i, k n o w n  as  S asse tta ; 

in  an  a lta r p a in tin g  h y  th e S p an ish a rtis t, B erreg u e te ,3 ex ­

h ib ited  in  th e  P rad o  M u seu m  a t M ad rid ; la s tly  in  th e  cy c le  o f  

m u ra l p a in tin g s  o n  th e  life  o f S t. T h o m as in  th e  D o m in ican  

C h u rch a t R eg en sb u rg , p u b lic ized an d ex p la in ed b y  J . A . 

E n d res.4 T h e la te st an d m o st im p ress iv e p o rtray a l o f th is  

v isio n  is th e  b eau tifu l p a in tin g  b y  M artin F eu e rs te in .

C h ristis , fo r  T h o m as , th e  o rig in  an d  su m  to ta l o f a ll w is­

d o m . N o n e  o f th e  g rea t th eo lo g ian s o f th e  M id d le  A g es h as  

W ritten  m o re  p ro fo u n d ly  th an  T h o m as o n  e ith er th e  in fin ite  

d iv in e w isd o m  o f th e E te rn a l W o rd  o r o n th e w isd o m  o f  

C h ris t ’s  h u m an  so u l h y p o s ta tica lly  u n ited  to  th e  L o g o s . T h e  

z i  6 th  ch ap te r o f h is C om pendium  T heolog iae, “T h e P len i­

tu d e  o f C h ris t’s W isd o m ,” co n d en ses w ith  in im itab le c larity  

an d  p ro fu n d ity  in to  o n e  lu c id  p re sen ta tio n  w h a tev e r th e  g rea t 

th eo lo g ian  h as d e ta iled  in  h is la rg e r w o rk s o n  C h risto lo g y .

In th e In carn a tio n o f Je su s C h ris t, S t. T h o m as sees an d  

ad m ire s th e g rea tes t ac t o f G o d ’s w isd o m . H e seek s w ith  

a ll th e p o w er o f h is m in d  an d  a ll th e lo v e o f h is h ea rt to  

p en e tra te in to  th e  th eo lo g y  o f  th is m y stery . W h atev e r h e  h as  

w ritten  o n  th e  p u rp o se fu ln ess o f th e  In ca rn a tio n  in  b o th  h is  

Sum m ae  is  b o th  sp ecu la tiv e  an d  co n tem p la tiv e , sch o la stic  an d  

m y stic . In th e fo u rth  b o o k  o f th e Sum m a contra G entiles, 

th e f if ty -th ird ch ap ter , th e sa in t b eg in s h is m aste rfu l p re s ­

en ta tio n  w ith  w o rd s  w ritten  fro m  h is  o w n  in tim a te  ex p e rien ce :

If  an y o n e  w o u ld  d ilig en tly  an d  p io u s ly  co n sid e r  th e  m y sterie s  

o f  th e  In carn a tio n , h e  w o u ld  f in d  su ch  a  p ro fu n d ity  o f  w isd o m  

th a t it w o u ld  ex ceed  a ll h u m an  k n o w led g e , acco rd in g  to th e  

w o rd s o f th e  A p o stle : "T h e  fo o lish n ess o f G o d  is w ise r th an  

m en .” W h ere fo re th e w o n d e rfu l m ean in g C ra ti  o n  es) o f th is
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m y ste ry is m an ife s ted m o re an d m o re to h im  w h o p io u s ly  

p o n d e rs it.

F o r S t. T h o m as, C h ris t is th e  so u rce  o f a ll w isd o m . U n io n  

w ith  C h ris t  p e rm its  u s  to  p a rtic ip a te  in  H is  w isd o m  an d  m ak es  

u s  tru ly  w ise . In  h is  ex p lan a tio n  o f th e  p assag e  “ . . . o f C h rist  

Je su s , in w h o m  a re h id d en a ll th e tre a su re s o f w isd o m  an d  ; ί

k n o w led g e ,”  C o l. 2 :3 , T h o m as  d raw s  th is  p rac tic a l co n c lu s io n : it

T h ere fo re w e m u st seek w isd o m  n o w h ere e lse ex cep t in  J

C h rist . . . ju s t  as  h e  w h o  h ad  a  b o o k  w h ich  co n ta in ed  w isd o m  β
w o u ld  n o t seek to  k n o w  an y th in g  ex cep t th is b o o k . T h u s w e  1
sh o u ld  n ev e r seek  an y th in g  m o re  th an  C h ris t.5  Î.

A s m u ch  as T h o m as  tre asu red  th e  p ro fan e  n a tu ra l sc ien ces  

so  as  to  d ev o te  a  la rg e  p a rt o f  h is  lite ra ry  ac tiv ity  to  ex p la in in g  

A risto tle ’s  w ritin g s , an d  as  little  as  h e  sh a red  in  th e  h a rsh  a tti­

tu d e  o f ea rlie r  an d  co n tem p o ra ry  th eo lo g ian s , n a rro w -m in d ed  J

an d  fearfu l o f  p h ilo so p h y  an d  h u m an  k n o w led g e’— h e  n ev e r-  p

th e le ss p laced tru th  jev £ a Ied _ ta_ u s .- in _ C h iis t_ fa r_ ab o v e_ a ll— ; 

th is  h u m an  sc ien ce  an d  w isd o in . H e  w rites  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  

h is ex p lan a tio n  to  th e  C reed : “D esp ite  a ll th e ir e ffo rts , n o n e  

o f th e p h ilo so p h e rs b e fo re C h rist co u ld h av e k n o w n ab o u t - 

G o d  an d  th e tru th s n ecessa ry  fo r e te rn a l life so m u ch as a  

s im p le w o m an k n o w s th ro u g h fa ith a fte r th e ad v en t o f  > ·

C h rist.”  In  a  se rm o n  w h ich  h e  d e liv e red  ab o u t th e  y ea r 1 2 7 0  

a t th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  P aris/ h e  ex p re ssed  h im self in  m u ch  th e  

sam e w ay : “A  s im p le w o m an n o w  k n o w s m o re ab o u t th e  

tru th s  o f  fa ith  th an  a ll p h ilo so p h e rs  w ill ev e r  k n o w .”  |

T o  b e im m ersed in th e h u m an ity o f Je su s C h rist is th e  j;

w ay  w h ich  le ad s  to  a  k n o w led g e  o f H is  d iv in ity . T h e  A u g u s-  |

tin ian  th o u g h t— th ro u g h  C h rist th e  m an  to  C h rist th e  G o d 8  

—  a lso  v iv id ly  ap p ea rs  in  T h o m as . In  h is  C om pendium  T heo ­

log iae  h e  w rite s  th e se  s tr ik in g  w o rd s : “T h e  h u m an ity  o f  C h rist
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is th e  w ay  b y  w h ich  w e  co m e to  d ie  d iv in ity .” 9 T h is is th e  

b as ic id ea o f C h ris tian  m y stic ism . H en ry  S u so , fo r ex am p le , 

in h is B ook of W isdom  p laces o n th é lip s o f th e E te rn a l 

W isd o m  th e  w o rd s : " If  y o u  w ish  to  b eh o ld  m e  in  m y  e te rn a l 

d iv in ity , y o u  m u st le am  to  k n o w  an d  lo v e  m e  in  m y  su ffe rin g  

h u m an ity .” 1 0 T h e B en ed ic tin e  m y stic fro m  B av a ria , Jo h n  o f  

C aste l,1 1 a lw ay s fa ith fu l to  T h o m as , th o ro u g h ly  u n d e rs to o d , 

fe lt, an d  d ev e lo p ed in h is b o o k  D e adhaerendo D eo — an d  

ev en  m o re  b eau tifu lly  an d  p ro fo u n d ly  in  th e  y e t u n p u b lish ed  

w o rk D e L um ine Increa to— th is th o u g h t: th a t th e c rea ted  

lig h t o f  C h rist ’s  h u m an ity  o u g h t  to  le ad  u s , d e tach ed -a s_ fa r_ as  

p o ss ib leT ro m  ear th ly  a ffec tio n s , to  th e  v e ry  h e ig h ts  o f  h u m an  

lo v e  an d  ex p e rience , th e  co n tem p la tio n  o f th e  u n c rea ted  lig h t

f 
p

o f th e  d iv in ity .

T h e  C ro ss o f o u r S av io u r  is fo r  T h o m as th e  u n iq u e  so u rce  

o f w isd o m  an d  th e h ea rth  o f h is g lo w in g  lo v e o f G o d  an d  

C h rist. T h u s w e co m e  n a tu ra lly  to  th e  co n s id e ra tio n  o f th e  

seco n d b as ic fea tu re in  th e in te rio r life o f S t. T h o m as , to  

ch a rity  w ith  its d ev o ted n ess to  C h ris t. H ere k n o w led g e  an d  

lo v e u n ite m o st in tim a te ly . A . T o u ro n , O .P ., rem ark s so

b eau tifu lly :

T h e  C ro ss  o f  th e  S av io u r  w as  h is  f irs t b o o k , th e  g rea t o b jec t

o f h is m ed ita tio n s, th e  ru le  o f h is w h o le life . A t th e  feè t o f  

th e  C ro ss h e  h u m b led  h is sp irit to  m erit an  u n d e rs tan d ing  o f  

th e  m y ste rie s o f  fa ith ; h e  p u rif ied  h is h ea rt to  ren d er h im se lf 

cap ab le o f rece iv in g it T h ere h e le a rn ed th e sec re t o f  

p en e tra tin g  in to  tru th  b y  w ay  o f  ch a rity , an d  o f  b as in g  a ll h is  

k n o w led g e o n th a t o f Je su s C h ris t, o f h im se lf , an d o f h is  

sa lv a tio n . T h ere th o se u n tim e ly  d is trac tio n s , w h ich so o ften  

m ak e  u s s ig h ...  a lm o st n ev e r in te rru p ted  th is h ap p y  in te r­

co u rse w h ere h is h ea rt u n fo ld ed  itse lf in th an k sg iv in g , an d  

h is  so u l, a lw ay s  a tten tiv e  to  th e  v o ice  o f  G o d , lis ten ed  in  s ilen ce  

to w h a t th e  E te rn a l W o rd w ish ed to  m ak e k n o w n to h im .
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T h is e tern a l w isd o m  th a t th e A p o stle le a rn ed in th e th ird  

h eav en , th e  b e lo v ed  d isc ip le  o n  th e  b reast o f th e  S av io u r, an d > . 

S t. A u g u stin e in  H o ly  W rit, S t T h o m as le a rn ed a t th e fee t  

o f th e  c ru c if ix . T h e  w o u n d s o f Je su s C h rist w ere th e  m aste rs  

w h o m  h e co n su lted  iiT T is  jd d ù b tsZ àh d T o 3 v h o m ,.h e„ lis ten ed  

in h is d iff icu ltie s . . . . F ro m _ th is_ so u rce_ h e -d rew ~ th e-p rin -  

c ip le s  o f  h is  sc ien ce , th e  ab u n d an ce_ an d j> u rity  o f  h is  d o c trin e .1 2

In  th e  C ro ss  S t. T h o m as  b eh e ld  “ th e  p e rfec tio n  o f  th e  w h o le  

law , an d  th e  co m p le te a rt o f liv in g  w ell.” 1 3

R eflec tio n  o n  th e  m y sterie s an d  ^ eed s o f th e m o st sac red  

h u m an ity  o f  Je su s C h rist aw ak en s  d ev o tio n  an d  in flam es  lo v e .  

T h is re flec tio n o n  th e d iv in ity an d  w h a tev e r p e rta in s to  it, 

th e  A n g e lic  D o cto r  b rin g s  o u t, is  in  itse lf  m o st f it to  en k in d le  

o u r ch arity an d  a ro u se o u r d ev o tio n , s in ce G o d , in tru th , 

m u st b e  lo v ed  ab o v e a ll. H o w ev e r, b ecau se o f o u r w eak n ess  

o f sp ir it, w e n eed su p p o rt an d d irec tio n fro m  o b jec ts ap - . 

p ea lin g  to  th e sen se s fo r o u r lo v e o f G o d  ju s t as w e d o  fo r  

o u r k n o w led g e  o f G o d . T h u s th e  h u m an ity o f Je su s C h ris t 

tak es th e  f irs t p lace  in  o u r co n s id e ra tio n , as is m en tio n ed  in  

th e  p re face  fo r  C h ristm as: "U t  dum  visib iliter  D eum  cognosci­

m us per hunc in invisib ilium  am orem  rap iam ur— S o th a t  

w h ile  w e  ack n o w led g e  G o d  in  v is ib le fo rm , w e  m ay  th ro u g h  

H im  b e d raw n to th e lo v e o f th in g s in v is ib le .” W h atev e r 

th e re fo re  im m ed ia te ly  re fe rs to  th e  h u m an ity  o f Je su s C h ris t 

is  esp ec ia lly  f it to  le ad  u s , as  it w ere , b y  th e  h an d  to  in te rio r  

d ev o tio n  an d  ch a rity . N ev erth e less , th e  p rim ary  o b jec t o f  o u r  

d ev o tio n  rem ain s  th e  d iv in ity  itse lf.1 4

F ro m  h is  im m ers io n  in to  th e  m o st  h o ly  life  o f Je su s  C h ris t, 

S t. T h o m as a lso ass im ila ted  th a t p eace  o f so u l, w h ich fro m  

th e im ita tion o f C h ris t sp rin g s in to  a h a rm o n io u s p rac tic e  

o f th e  C h ristian  v irtu e s, w an n ed  an d  en lig h ten ed  b y  ch a rity . 

A  p rice le ss  tre asu re  o f th o u g h t o n  th e  in co m p arab ly  su b lim e
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an d  in e ffab ly  b eau tifu l ex am p le  o f v irtu e in .  th e G o d -m an , 

an d  o n th e p rac tic a l im ita tio n o f C h rist, lie s h id d en  in  h is  

co m m en taries  o n  th e  S crip tu re s, an d  in  h is  p ro fo u n d  q u es tio n s  

in  th e  th ird  p a rt  o f  th e  Sum m a, w h ich  tre a t o f  th e  m y ste ries  o f  

th e  life , p assio n , d ea th , an d  re su rrec tio n  o f C h ris t. T h e  m ed i­

ta tiv e  an d  co n tem p la tiv e  in s ig h t o f th e  sa in t is fo cu sed  u p o n  

th e  m in u te st d e ta il as  w ell as  u p o n  th e  w h o le  o f  o u r  S av io u r ’s  

ex te rio r  an d  in te rio r  life . I t  f in d s  p a rticu la r jo y  in  th e  h a rm o n y  

o f th is m o st sac red  in n e r life , in  w h ich  n o  so u n d s o f d isco rd  

can  b e  h ea rd .

O m nis C hristi actio nostra est instructio  — every ac tio n  o f  

C h rist is a le sso n fo r u s . T h is th o u g h t freq u en tly  recu rs in  

S t. T h o m as . In  th e d iv in e w o rk o f C h ris t h e  p e rce iv e s th e  

ex em p la r o f th e e ffec ts o f d iv in e g race in u s . T h e ac tiv ity  

o f th e m o st sac red  b u m an ity  .sh o w s u s h o w  w e sh o u ld  co - 

o p e ra te_ w ith _ th e  g race  o f  G o d .1 5  T h e  sa in t  p laces  sp ecia l s tre ss  

u p o n b o th th e ex am p le an d  th e im ita tio n o f th e o b ed ien ce  

o f C h ris t, w h o  d ied  fo r u s  o u t o f lo v e an d  o b ed ien ce  to  H is  

h eav en ly  F a th e r.

In  th is  [C h ris t] g av e  an  ex am p le  —  th a t  ju s t  as  H e  ren o u n ced  

H is h u m an w ill b y su b m ittin g it to th e d iv in e , so w e a lso  

sh o u ld su b m it o u r w ill to ta lly to G o d an d to m en  w h o a re  

p laced  o v e r  u s  as  G o d ’s  m in iste rs .1 5

H is ex p o s itio n o f th e v irtu o u s life o f C h ris t rev ea ls th e  

p recis io n  o f H is  b as ic d o g m a tic  th o u g h ts . T h e  d o g m a  o f th e  

h y p o s ta tic u n io n , g ra sp ed  so  p ro fo u n d ly  b y  T h o m as, ap p ears  

in th e p sy ch o lo g y o f Je su s C h ris t, as h e p a in ts it w ith th e  

co lo rs  o f  H o ly  W rit  an d  th e  F a th e rs .  T h e  fan c ifu l im ag in atio n , 

w h ich in th e m y stic ism  o f th e B o n av en tu rian sch o o l h as  

c rea ted  th e m ed ita tio n s o n  C h ris t’s life b y  Jo h n  o f C au la s,
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n ev e r o r v e ry se ld o m  co m es in to  p lay in A q u in as ’ p o rtra it 

o f  C h ris t.

T h e d eep  an d  p io u s d isp o s itio n  o f th e sa in t co m es to  th e  

fo re  in  a  v e ry  a ttrac tiv e  m an n e r  in  so m e  o f  h is sm a lle r w o rk s  

w h ere h e  d ep ic ts th e  d iv in e S av io u r as th e m o d e l o f v irtu e . 

F ro m  th e se  w e  sen se  w h a t th e  sa in t  h as  th o u g h t  an d  fe lt  ab o u t  

C h rist  in  h is  s tu d ies , m ed ita tio n s , an d  p ray e rs — w h a t h e  d rew  

fro m  th em  to fa sh io n h is o w n in te rio r life . I b e liev e th a t a  

few  tex ts fro m  S t. T h o m as ’ m y stic ism  o n C h ris t an d H is  

p ass io n w ill a lso in tro d u ce u s in to  th e d isp o s itio n s  an d fee l* , 

in g s o f h is  in n e r life , so  co m p le te ly  im b u ed  w ith  C h ris t.1 ’

In  h is  co m p reh en s iv e  ex p o s itio n  o n  th e  C reed , T h o m as ex ­

p la in s fo r o u r ev e ry d ay  life  th e  s ig n ific an ce o f each  a rtic le  o f  

fa ith . F ro m  th e  d o c trin e  o f fa ith  th a t th e  o n ly -b eg o tten  W o rd  

is  o f  th e  sam e  n a tu re  w ith  th e  F a th e r, h e  d ed u ces th e  p ractica l  

co n c lu s io n s "ad  consola tionem  nostram  —  fo r o u r  co n so la tio n ,"  

as  h e  ex p re sse s it:

If th e  W o rd  o f G o d  is th e  S o n  o f G o d , an d  a ll th e  w o rd s  

o f G o d  h av e a  ce rta in lik en ess to  th is W o rd , w e f irs t o u g h t  

to  h ea r g lad ly  th e  w o rd s o f G o d . . . to  b e liev e th e  w o rd s o f  

G o d ... to  m ed ita te co n s tan tly  u p o n  th e  w o rd  o f G o d . . . 

to  co m m u n ica te  th e  w o rd  o f G o d to  o th e rs b y  ad m o n ish in g , 

p reach in g , an d  en k in d lin g  . . . an d  to  p u t th e  w o rd  o f G o d  

in to  p rac tice .

F ro m  th e In ca rn a tio n o f th e S o n o f G o d : "hom o factus  

est— H e b ecam e  m an ,”  th e  h o ly  D o c to r lik ew ise  o ffe rs so m e  

p rac tica l  ap p lica tio n s  fo r  o u r  le a rn in g :

F ro m  th e se m y ste ries o u r fa ith is co n firm ed , o u r h o p e  

e lev a ted , o u r ch a rity in flam ed . W e a re in c ited to k eep  o u r  

lo v e p u re  b y  th o u g h ts o n th e  d ig n ity  b es to w ed  u p o n  h u m an  

n a tu re  fro m  th e  In carn a tio n . B y  m ed ita tin g  u p o n  th e  In carn a -
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, tio n o f th e  S o n o f G o d , w e a re ev en tu a lly  f illed  w ith  a h o ly  

' d es ire to  b e lo n g  to  C h ris t.

T h e  tre a tise  o n  C h ris t as th e  m o d e l o f  v irtu e  in  H is  p assio n  

an d  d ea th is ex cep tio n a lly  b eau tifu l:

F o r if y o u  seek an ex am p le o f ch a rity , g rea te r ch a rity  n o  

m an  h as th an th a t h e  g iv e u p  h is life fo r h is fr ien d s — an d  

th is C h ris t d id u p o n  th e C ro ss . S o if H e g av e H is life fo r 

u s , it sh o u ld  n o t b e d iff icu lt fo r u s to  su ffe r m an y  h a rd sh ip s  

fo r H im . . . . If y o u  seek  an  ex am p le o f p a tien ce , th e  m o st 

ex ce llen t is fo u n d  u p o n th e  C ro ss w h ere  Je su s free ly u n d e r­

w en t th e  g rea tes t su ffe rin g s  w ith  th e  m o st h e ro ic  p a tien ce . . . . 

If  y o u  seek  an  ex am p le o f h u m ility , b eh o ld  th e  C ru c ified , fo r  

G o d  d es ired  to  b e  co n d em n ed  an d  d ie  u n d e r P o n tiu s  P ila te —  

th e  L o rd  fo r th e  se rv an t, th e  life  o f th e  A n g e ls fo r m an . ...  

If y o u  seek  an  ex am p le o f o b ed ien ce , fo llo w  H im  W h o  w as  

o b ed ien t to  th e  F a th e r ev en  u n to  d ea th . ... If y o u  seek  an  

ex am p le  o f d esp isin g  ea rth ly  g o o d s , fo llo w  H im  W h o  is K in g  

o f k in g s , L o rd o f lo rd s , in W h o m  a re a ll th e tre asu res o f  

w isd o m . U p o n  th e C ro ss , h o w ev e r, H e  w as n ak ed , m o ck ed , 

sp a t u p o n , sco u rg ed , c ro w n ed  w ith  th o rn s , g iv en  v in eg ar an d ■ 

g a ll to  d rin k , an d  c ru c ified . D o  n o t th e re fo re b eco m e  to o  m u ch  

a ttach ed  to c lo th in g  o r to  r ich es , fo r th ey h av e d iv id ed m y  

v es tu re am o n g th em selv es . D o  n o t d es ire h o n o rs , fo r I h av e  

su ffe red in su lts an d la sh es . D o n o t seek d ig n itie s, fo r th ey  

h av e  p laced  a  c ro w n  o f  th o rn s  u p o n  m y  h ead . D o  n o t rev e l in  

d e licac ies , fo r d rey  h av e  q u en ch ed  m y  th irs t w ith  g a ll.

T h e sam e th o u g h ts o n th e m y stic ism  o f C h rist an d  H is  

P ass io n  a re  a lso  fo u n d  in  an o th e r  o p u scu lu m  o f S t T h o m as .  

T h e  o p u scu lu m  d irec ted  ag a in st N ich o la s o f  L is ieu x  in 1 2 7 0  

C ontra pestiferam doctrinam retrahentium hom ines a re­

lig ion is ingressu , b eg in s w ith an ex p o s itio n o f th e id ea o f  

im ita tin g th e h u m b le an d  p o o r Je su s. T h e A n g e lic D o c to r  

s ta te s:

T h e  p u rp o se  o f th e  C h ris tian  re lig io n  seem s to  co n s is t p rin -

/Z A X/
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c ip ally  in th is  — th a t m en w ith d raw  F ro m  p a rtly th in g s ap d  

b eco m e  in ten t u p o n  th ù îg s .sp ir itu a l. H en ce  it w as th a t Je su s, 

th e au th o r an d  co n su m m ato r o f fa ith , b y  H is en try  in to th e  

w o rld sh o w ed H is fa ith fu l in  w o rd an d  d eed co n tem p t fo r  

tem p o ra l a ffa irs . . . . H e  w as  b o m  o f  a  m o th e r, w h o , a lth o u g h  

u n to u ch ed  b y  m an  a t co n cep tio n  an d  d u rin g  life , n ev e rth e le ss  

w as esp o u sed  to  a  carp en ter  —  th u s H e ex c lu d ed  an y  fo rm  o f  

cam a l n o b ility . H e  w as  b o m  in  th e  to w n  o f B eth leh em , w h ich  

w as in s ign ifican t am o n g  th e  c itie s o f  Ju d ea  —  th u s H e  d id  n o t 

w ish an y o n e to  g lo ry  in  th e  g ran d eu r o f a te rres tria l c ity . H e

* w h o  p o sse ssed a ll an d  th ro u g h  w h o m  a ll th in g s a re , b ecam e  

p o o r, le s t an y o n e, b e liev in g in H im , w o u ld  d a re to b o as t o f  

w o rld ly r ich es . H e d id n o t w ish to b e m ad e k in g , fo r H e  

p o in ted  o u t th e  w ay  o f h u m ility . H e, w h o  fed a ll, h u n g e red ; 

H e, w h o  c rea ted a ll d rin k , th irs ted ; H e, w h o  o p en ed  u p  th e  

w ay to  H eav en , g rew  tired o n H is jo u rn ey ; H e, w h o  en d ed  

o u r a fflic tio n s , w as c ru c if ied ; H e, w h o aw ak en ed th e d ead , 

'd ied  fo r m an .

T h e o p u scu lu m  D e R ation ibus F idei contra Saracenos, 

G raecos et A rm enos ad  C antorem  A ntiochenum , 1 8 a lso  tran s ­

la ted in to G reek , is f illed w ith b eau tifu l an d p ro fo u n d  

th o u g h ts  o n  C h ris t ’s sac red  life an d  ex am p le  o f v irtu e , an d , 

in g en e ra l, o n th e asce tic a l an d  m y stica l s ig n ific an ce  o f th e  

d o c trin e o f th e In ca rn a tio n . I t is a g en u in e tre asu re o f th e  

b eau ty an d  c la rity  o f S t. T h o m as ’ th eo lo g ica l th o u g h t.

I am  ex trac tin g  a few  th o u g h ts fro m  th e sev en th ch ap te r  

o f th is tru ly  v a lu ab le w o rk , w h ich tre a ts o f C h rist ’s p assio n  

an d  d ea th :

If an y o n e co n s id e rs fro m  a p io u s m o tiv e th e f itn e ss o f th e  

p assio n  an d  d ea th  o f C h ris t, h e  w ill f in d  su ch  a  p ro fu n d ity  o f  

k n o w led g e th a t co n tin u o u s ly  m o re  an d  g rea te r th o u g h ts  co m e ' 

to h im . . . . T h e f irs t co n s id e ra tio n is th a t C h ris t assu m ed  

o u r h u m an  n a tu re  to  rep a ir th e  fa ll o f m an . T h ere fo re  it w as  

n ecessa ry  th a t C h ris t su ffe r an d  d o  th o se th in g s acco rd in g  to  

H is h u m an n a tu re  w h ich co u ld  o ffer a rem ed y  fo r s in . T h e
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sin of m an  co n s is ts in  h is c lin g in g to  co rp o ra l th in g s , le av in g  

as id e sp iritu a l g o o d s . I t b e fitted th e  S o n  o f G o d  th e refo re  in  

H is assu m ed  h u m an  n a tu re  to  sh o w  b y  H is d eed s an d  su ffe r­

in g s th a t m en sh o u ld d esp ise tem p o ra l g o o d s an d ev il, le s t 

b e in g  im p ed ed  b y  an  in o rd in a te  a ffec tio n  fo r th em , th ey  sh o u ld  

b e  le ss  g iv en  to  sp iritu a l th in g s . T h u s  C h rist  ch o se  p a ren ts  w h o  

w ere  p o o r, y e t p e rfec ted  in  v irtu e , so  th a t n o b o d y  w o u ld  g lo ry  

so le ly  in  n o b ility  o f f le sh an d  w ea lth  o f p a ren ts . H e led  th e  

life o f a p o o r m an  th a t H e  m ig h t te ach u s to  d esp ise r ich es. 

H e liv ed w ith o u t h o n o rs th a t H e m ig h t re s tra in m en fro m  

.. seek in g  th em  in o rd in a te ly . H e  u n d e rw en t lab o r, h u n g e r, th irst, 

an d  a  sco u rg in g  o f th e  b o d y , le s t m en , in ten t u p o n  p lea su re s  

an d  lu x u rie s , b e  d raw n  aw ay  fro m  th e  g o o d  o f v irtu e  b ecau se  

o f th e  d iff icu ltie s o f life . U ltim a te ly  H e  u n d e rw en t d ea th , le s t 

an y b o d y  m ig h t d en y th e tru th  b ecau se o f th e  fea r o f d ea th . 

A n d  so  th a t n o b o d y  w o u ld  fear to  su ffe r a h o rrib le d eath  fo r  

tru th , H e ch o se th e m o st d esp icab le ty p e o f d ea th  — th a t o f  

th e  c ro ss. T h u s  it w as  f ittin g  fo r th e  S o n  o f  G o d  m ad e  m an  to  

su ffe r d ea th , so th a t b y  H is ex am p le H e m ig h t m ate m en  

to v irtu e .

N o t o n ly v irtu o u s co n d u c t is n ecessa ry fo r m en to a tta in  

' sa lv a tio n  . . . b u t a lso  a  k n o w led g e  o f tru th . ...  T h ere fo re  

it w as n ecessa ry  th a t th e  S o n  o f G o d  m ad e  m an  g iv e to  m en  

a  d o c trin e  o f  d iv in e  tru th . A n d  to  p ro v e  th is tru th  to  b e  d iv in e  

an d  n o t h u m an , H e  w ro u g h t a  g rea t n u m b er o f m irac le s.

In  th e  h u m ility , p o v e rty , an d  lo w lin e ss  o f  Je su s C h rist, S t. 

T h o m as  f in d s  s tren g th  an d  co n firm atio n  to  p ro v e  H is  m irac les :

If C h rist h ad  liv ed  in  w ealth , p o w er, an d  g reat d ig n ity , it 

co u ld b e b e liev ed th a t H is d o c trin e an d  m irac le s h ad b een  

rece iv ed b y  reaso n o f h u m an in g en u ity  an d  fav o u r. A n d so  

th a t th e  w o rk  m ig h t m an ife s tly  b e  o f d iv in e  p o w er, H e  ch o se  

w h a t w as ab jec t an d  lo w ly  in th e  w o rld : a p o o r m o th e r an d  

a  n eed y  life , u n ed u ca ted  A p o stle s  an d  discip les; to  be  d esp ised  

b y  th e  g rea t m en  o f  th e  w o rld , an d  ev en tu a lly  to  b e  co n d em n ed  

to  d ea th . In  th is  w ay  H e  m an ifes tly  sh o w ed  th a t th e  accep tan ce

?
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o f H is m irac le s an d  o f H is d o c trin e o u g h t to  b e  a ttr ib u ted  to  

d iv in e  ra th er th an  h u m an  p o w er. ,

T h ere fo re  in  a ll th a t H e  acco m p lish ed  an d  su ffe red , h u m an  

in firm ity  is  s im u ltan eo u s ly  co n jo in ed  w ith  d iv in e  p o w er. In  H is  

n a tiv ity , w rap p ed  u p  in  sw ad d lin g  c lo th e s, H e  w as p laced  in  

a  m an g e r— b u t g lo rio u s ly  p ra ised  b y  an g e ls  an d  ad o red  b y  th e  

M ag i. H e  w as  tem p ted  b y  d ie  d ev il, b u t  m in is te red  to b y  an g e ls . 

H e  liv ed  in  n eed  an d  p o v e rty , b u t ra ised  th e  d ead  to  life an d  

g av e s ig h t to  th e  b lin d . H e  d ied  f ix ed  to  a  C ro ss , n u m b ered  

am o n g  th iev es , b u t a t H is d ea th  th e  su n  w as d a rk en ed , th e  

ea rth trem b led , th e s to n es w ere sh a tte red , th e g rav es w ere  

o p en ed , an d  th e  b o d ie s o f th e  d ead  a ro se . If, th e re fo re , fro m  

su ch a  b eg in n in g , o n e see s th e  fru it w h ich fo llo w ed , n am e ly  

th e  co n v e rsio n  o f n ea rly  th e  w h o le w o rld  to  C h rist, an d  s till  

seek s o th er s ig n s fo r b e liev in g , h e can  b e  reg ard ed  as h a rd er  

th an  a  ro ck , fo r a t H is d ea th  th e  ro ck s b u rs t asu n d er.

S u ch is S t. T h o m as ’ d ev o ted n ess to C h ris t. H is w h o le ,  

.in te rio r life  is illu m in ed  b y  th e  d o g m a tic n o tio n  o f th e  G o d ­

m an  an d H is w o rk  o f R ed em p tio n , a ll o f w h ich  h e u n d e r­

s to o d  so  d eep ly . H is  in n e rrn o sC m sh es  an d  s tr iv in g s_ g lo w -w ith  

a  d eep  lo v e  o f C h rist. H is  life  an d  ac tio n s a re  fa sh io n ed  an d  

tran sfig u red  b y  an .ev e ry d ay .im ita tio n  o f  C h ris t. C o n seq u en tly  

h is life  in  C h ris t co n s titu te s th e  u ltim ate  rea so n  fo r h is w is- „ 

d o m , lo v e , an d  p eâcé— th e  esseritiaT  tra its~ in  th e  in te rio r life  

o f S t. T h o m as .

S t. T h o m as ’ w h o le in te lle c tu a l life is d e te rm in ed an d  

o rien ta ted  fro m  ab o v e . H e  h o p es  fo r an d  o b ta in s  tru e  w isd o m  

fro m  th e  h eav en ly  h e ig h ts, to w ard  w h ich h is in te lle c t g azes  

w ith  a rd o r  an d  fa ith . T h ith e r h e  lif ts  h im se lf u p o n  th e  w in g s  

o f ch a rity , w h ich co n tem p la tes  an d  lo v es G o d  in  a ll th in g s.  

F ro m  th e se  h e ig h ts th a t p eace  f lo w s in to  h is so u l, w h ich  d ie  

w o rld  can n o t g iv e , w h ich  C h rist b ro u g h t in to  th e  w o rld  an d  

d iffu se s in th o se  w h o  a re  d o c ile .
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S t. T h o m as h as im p ress iv e ly  p ro c la im ed h is id ea l u n d e r­

s tan d in g  o f h is acad em ic an d sc ien tific life ’s w o rk  in  a re - < 

cen tly  d isco v ered  in au g u ra l ad d re ss, w h ich  h e  d e liv e red  w h en  

h e  w as in s ta lled  in  th e o ffice o f M aste r o f T h eo lo g y  a t th e  

U n iv e rs ity o f P aris in 1 2 5 6 ?®

I t b eg in s w ith th e w o rd s o f th e P sa lm  1 0 3 , v e rse 1 3 : 

"T h o u  w atere st th e h ills fro m  th y  u p p e r ro o m s: th e earth  

sh a ll b e f illed w ith th e fru its o f th y w o rk s.” Ju s t as th e  

m o u n ta in s to w er h ig h ab o v e th e ea rth an d a re n ea r th e  

h eav en s , in  lik e  m an n er th e  d o c to rs  o f tru th  m u st r ise  ab o v e  

th e  th in g s  o f th is  ea rth  an d  s triv e  o n ly  a fte r  h eav en ly  th in g s.  

Ju s t as th e  m o u n ta in s a re f irs t illu m in ed b y  th e lig h t fro m  

th e su n , so a lso th e d o c to rs o f sac red sc ien ce rece iv e th e  

sp len d o r o f th e m in d  f irs t C m en tiu w  sp lendorem  prius reci­

pian t'). T h e ir in te lle c tu a l life p a rtic ip a te s in e te rn ity (qu i <  

sun t in  participa tione aetern ita tis).

H e  co n c lu d es th is p ro fo u n d in au g u ra l ad d re ss w ith th e  

b ib lica l th o u g h t  th a t  G o d  g en e ro u s ly  g iv es  to  a ll w h o  im p lo re  

H im  fo r w isd o m , an d  th en  ad d s:

“L e t u s  p ray , th a t G o d  g ran t it to  u s  a ll. A m en  ”
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