
A n sw e rs to  Q u e s tio n s

A  Q U E S T IO N  A B O U T  T H E  M Y S T IC A L B O D Y i

Question: In  a  re c e n t  w o rk  e n title d  th e  Mystical Body of Christ, !; 

b y  D r. F ried r ic h  Ju rg e n sm e ie r , th is s ta te m e n t a p p e a rs : “ N e ith e r i 

c a n  o n e  sa y  th a t th e  m y stic a l b o d y  is  lim ite d , in  a n  a c tu a l se n se , to i 

th o se  w h o  b e lo n g  v is ib ly  to  th e  C h u rc h . A s C h ris t is  ‘th e  L a m b j 

w h ic h  w a s  s la in  f ro m  th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  w o rld ’ a n d  o u r fa th e rs | 

b e fo re  H im  ‘d ra n k  th e  sa m e  sp ir itu a l d rin k  . . . C h ris t, ’ H is  m e m - ? 

b e rs  m a y  b e  c a lle d  th o se  w h o  liv e  in  in n e r , v ita l u n io n  w ith  H im . t 

T h is  b o d y  o f C h ris t e x te n d s  b e y o n d  th e  b o u n d a rie s o f th e  v is ib le j 

C h u rc h , w h ic h  is  u n iv e rsa l a n d  in c lu d e s a n  in c a lc u la b le  m u ltitu d e Î 

f ro m  a ll n a tio n s  a n d  a g e s  a n d  re lig io n s , ‘b a p tiz e d  a n d  u n b a p tize d , j 

c irc u m c ise d  a n d  u n d rc u m d se d , a ll  th o se  w h o se  in te n tio n s  a re  g o o d t 

a n d  w h o  m a in ta in  a n  in n e r c o m m u n io n w ith G o d  a n d  C h ris t” ’ j 

(p .  4 9 ) . W h a t is  to  b e  sa id  o f  th e  c o rrec tn e ss  o f th e  d o c tr in e  e x - ί 

p o u n d e d  in  th is p a ra g ra p h ?  i:

Answer: I t is in d e e d  re g re tta b le  th a t a  s ta te m e n t lik e  th is a p - j  

p e a rs  in  a  w o rk  w h ic h  is  so  e x c e lle n t in  m a n y  re sp e c ts  a n d  w h ic h ? 

h a s re c e iv e d  w id e c ircu la tio n  a m o n g C a th o lic s . F o r th is s ta te - ? 

m e n t, a s it s ta n d s , c a n n o t b e re c o n c ile d w ith th e d o c tr in e p ro - > 

p o u n d e d  b y  P o p e  P iu s  X II, in  th e  E n c y d ic a l Mystici Corporis: ? 

“ O n ly  th o se  a re  re a lly  to  b e  in d u d e d  a s m e m b e rs o f th e  C h u rc h > 

w h o  h a v e  b e e n  b a p tiz e d  a n d  p ro fe ss th e  tru e  fa ith  a n d  w h o  h a v e ç 

n o t  u n h a p p ily  w ith d ra w n  f ro m  B o d y -u n ity  o r  fo r  g ra v e  fa u lts  b e e n : 

e x c lu d e d  b y  le g itim a te  a u th o rity . . . .  I t  fo llo w s  th a t th o se  w h o  a re s 

d iv id e d  in  fa ith  o r  g o v e rn m e n t c a n n o t b e  liv in g  in  o n e  B o d y  su c h |  

a s  th is , a n d  c a n n o t b e  liv in g  th e  life  o f its  o n e  D iv in e S p ir it . . ·  · t  

I t  is  c le a r , w e  th in k , h o w  g rie v o u s ly  th e y  e rr w h o  a rb itra r ily  p ie - k  

ta re  th e  C h u rc h  a s  so m e th in g  h id d e n  a n d  in v is ib le .. . .  N o ,  th e  M y s- ξ ; 

tic a l B o d y  o f C h ris t is  lik e  C h ris t th e  H e a d  a n d  E x e m p la r o f th e  

C h u rc h ,‘w h o  is  n o t c o m p le te  if o n ly  H is  v is ib le  h u m a n  n a tu re  is  

c o n s id e re d , o r  it  o n ly  H is  d iv in e  in v is ib le  n a tu re .. .  . b u t  H e  is  o n e |  

th ro u g h  th e  u n io n  o f b o th  a n d  o n e  in  b o th ’ ” (Mystici Corporis, ·.
AAS, XXXV U 9 + 3 ],  2 0 2 ,2 2 3 ) . V

I t  m ig h t  b e  u rg e d  in  d e fe n c e  o f th e  u n fo rtu n a te  p re se n ta tio n  o f j . 

a  v ie w  th a t is n o  lo n g e r te n a b le , c o n s id e r in g th e P o p e ’s d e a r ’ 

s ta te m e n t, th a t th e  tra n s la tio n  a n d  a p p ro v a l o f th e  b o o k  { in  G e r- ?
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m a n y ) d a te  f ro m  1 9 3 9 , fo u r y e a rs  p re v io u s  to  th e  is su in g  o f th e  

Mystici Corporis. It is  d iff ic u lt to  se e , h o w e v e r,  h o w  th is  fa c t c a n  

ju s tify  th e  c o n tin u e d  d is tr ib u tio n  o f a  w o rk  p re se n tin g  in c o rre c t  

d o c tr in e  o n  a  v ita l p o in t o f  e c c le s io lo g y .

B L E S S IN G  O F  S C A P U L A R S

Question: W h e n  a  p rie s t h a s  re c e iv e d  th e  fa c u lty  to  b le ss  a n d  to  

im p o se  th e  f iv e  sc a p u la rs w ith  a  s in g le fo rm u la , m a y  h e  c o n s id e r  

a s  in c lu d e d  in  th is  th e  fa c u lty  to  b le ss  a n d  to  im p o se  a n y  o n e  o f  th e se  

se p a ra te ly , w ith  its  o w n  p ro p e r fo rm u la — fo r e x a m p le , th e sc a p u 

la r o f M o u n t C a n n e l?

Answer: O n  th e  p rin c ip le  th a t th e  g re a te r in c lu d e s th e  le s s , a  

p rie s t w h o  h a s  th e  fa c u lty  benedicendi et imponendi quinque scap

ularia sub unica formula m a y  sa fe ly  re g a rd  h im se lf  a s e m p o w ere d  

to  b le ss a n d  to  im p o se a n y  o n e o f th e  f iv e se p a ra te ly , u s in g its  

p ro p e r in d iv id u a l fo rm u la . H o w e v e r , it is u se fu l to  n o te  th a t th e  

fa c u lty  to  b le ss  a n d  to  im p o se  sc a p u la rs d o e s  n o t in c lu d e  a  d isp e n 

sa tio n  f ro m  th e  o b lig a tio n  o f  h a v in g  th e  n a m e s  o f  th e  re c ip ien ts  in 

sc rib e d  in  th e  re c o rd s  o f  th e  p a rtic u la r  re lig io u s o rd e rs  w ith  w h ic h  

so m e  o f  th e  sc ap u la rs  b rin g  a ff ilia tio n , su c h  a s  th e  b ro w n  sc a p u la r  

o f  O u r L a d y  o f M o u n t C a n n e l. H o w e v e r , su c h  a  d isp e n sa tio n  is  

so m e tim e s  g iv e n  a s  a  se p a ra te  c o n c e ssio n . T h u s , b y  v ir tu e  o f th e  

q u in q u en n ia l fa c u ltie s , th e  b ish o p s o f o u r  c o u n try  c a n  su b d e leg a te  

p rie s ts to b le ss a n d  to  im p o se th e f iv e sc a p u la rs w ith a s in g le  

fo rm u la  “ w ith o u t th e o b lig a tio n  o f in sc r ib in g  th e n a m e s in  c a ses  

o f a  g re a t c o n c o u rse  o f p e o p le d u rin g  th e tim e o f sp ir itu a l e x e r 

c ise s a n d  m issio n s” (Faculties from the Sacred Congregation of 

Rites, n . 7  ; c f . B o u sc a re n , Canon Law Digest, I I [M ilw a u k e e , 

1 9 4 3 ],  p . 3 7 ) . A n  e v e n  g re a te r  p riv ile g e  is  g ra n te d  to  p rie sts  w h o  

a re  m e m b e rs o f th e M iss io n a ry  U n io n  o f th e  C le rg y . T h e y  m a y  

n o t o n ly  b le ss  a n d  im p o se  th e  f iv e  sc a p u la rs w ith  a  s in g le  fo rm u la ,  

b u t th e y  a lso  h a v e  th e fa c u lty , w ith o u t a n y  q u a lif ic a tio n , o f im 

p o sin g  th e se  sc a p u la rs  w ith o u t th e  o b lig a tio n  o f e n ro llm e n t in  th e  

re g is te rs  o f th e  C o n fra te rn ity .

T H E  “ R h  F A C T O R ” IN  M A R R IA G E

Question: W h a t is  th e  “ R h  fa c to r”  w h ic h  m e d ica l m e n  a re  d is 

c u ssin g  to d a y  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  m a rria g e  a n d  p re g n a n c y ? S o m e


