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C A T H O L IC S  O N  T H E  P O L IC E  F O R C E

T h e  p o lice  fo rc e  is  a n  e sse n tia l re q u ire m e n t fo r  

th e  p re se rv a tio n  a n d  th e  w e ll-b e in g  o f  so c ie ty . In  

m o d e rn  t im e s i t w o u ld  b e  im p o ss ib le fo r a  la rg e  

c ity to d isp en se w ith i ts c o rp s o f p o lic e fo r a  

s in g le d a y w ith o u t b e c o m in g  a  p re y to  h o p e le s s  

c o n fu s io n a n d d iso rd e r. E v e n th e sm a ll c o m 

m u n ity  m u s t h a v e i ts sh e r iff a n d i ts c o n s tab le . 

N o w a d ay s th e fu n c tio n s o f th e p o lic e a re q u ite  

e x ten s iv e a n d  v a r ie d . P o lic e m en a re n o t m e re ly  

th e  p ro te c to rs o f  th e  c itiz e n ry  a g a in s t c r im e , d e p 

u te d  to  b rin g  to  c o u rt th o se  w h o  v io la te th e  la w . 

T h e y  a re  e x p e c te d  to  p e rfo rm  m a n y  o th e r fu n c 

t io n s in  o rd e r to  re n d e r sa fe r a n d  m o re e x p e d i

t io u s th e a c tiv itie s o f th e ir fe llo w -c itiz en s  : to  

d ire c t  tra ff ic , to  re sc u e  p e o p le  in  d a n g e r o f  d ro w n 

in g o r o f a sp h y x ia tio n , to p ro v id e b e w ild e red  

tra v e le rs w ith in fo rm a tio n a b o u t b u ses a n d  

s tre e tc a rs , to se e k lo s t c h ild re n , to  g iv e f irs t a id  

in  c a ses o f  a c c id e n t, a n d  to  m a k e  th e m se lv e s g e n 

e ra lly  u se fu l in  th e  n u m e ro u s o th e r  c r itic a l s itu a 

t io n s  th a t th e  c o m p le x ity  o f  m o d e rn  l ife  c a n  b rin g  

a b o u t.
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A  la rg e p ro p o rtio n  o f th e p o lic e in  th e  U n ited  

S ta tes , p a r tic u la r ly in th e n o rth e a s te rn se c tio n ,  

a re  C a th o lic s . T h is is tru e , n o t o n ly  o f th e  o rd i

n a ry  p a tro lm e n  a n d  m in o r  o ff ic ia ls , b u t a lso  o f  th e  

h ig h e r o ff ic ia ls , su c h a s in sp e c to rs a n d c o m m is 

s io n e rs . O n  th e w h o le . C a th o lic s h a v e re a so n  to  

b e  p ro u d  o f  th e ir  c o -re lig io n is ts  w h o  a re  m e m b ers  

o f th e  p o lic e fo rce . M o st o f th e m  a re  fa ith fu l to  

th e ir o b lig a tio n s o f a tten d a n c e a t M a ss a n d o f  

re c ep tio n o f th e sa c ra m en ts . T h e ir re sp ec t fo r  

th e  c le rg y  is  p ro v e rb ia l. T h e ir n a m es  a p p e a r f re 

q u e n tly  a m o n g  th o se c ite d fo r sp e c ia l b ra v e ry  in  

th e  l in e  o f  d u ty . A s  a  c la s s th e y  a re  g o o d  fa m ily  

m e n , d e v o te d to th e ir w iv e s a n d  c h ild re n , e a g e r  

to g iv e th e ir b o y s a n d g ir ls a g o o d e d u c a tio n .  

M a n y  a p rie s t in o u r c o u n try  is ju s tly  p ro u d o f  

th e fa c t th a t h is fa th e r w a s a fa ith fu l a n d lo y a l  

m e m b e r o f th e p o lic e fo rce .

T h e m o ra l th e o lo g ia n s h a v e v e ry l i t t le to sa y  

a b o u t th e sp e c if ic d u tie s o f a p o lic em a n . T h e  

m a in re a so n  fo r th is  w o u ld  se e m  to  b e  th a t u n til  

c o m p ara tiv e ly  re ce n t t im e s th e p o lice fo rc e a s a  

p u re ly  c iv il o rg a n iz a tio n  w a s  u n k n o w n . T h e  a rm y  

m a in ta in e d o rd e r, a n d  e v e n to d a y  th e p o lic e o r 

g a n iza tio n  o f th e  C o n tin e n t p a r tak e s la rg e ly  o f a  

m ilita ry c h a ra c te r . T h e E n g lish sy s tem , f ro m  
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w h ic h th e A m e ric an is c o p ie d , b e g a n o n ly in  

1 8 2 8 .1 C o n se q u e n tly , th e  o ld e r th eo lo g ia n s m a d e  

n o  m e n tio n  o f th e  m o ra l o b lig a tio n s o f  p o lic e m e n  

a s  d is tin c t f ro m  so ld ie rs , a n d  m o d e rn  th eo lo g ia n s  

h a v e g iv e n l i tt le a tte n tio n  to th e su b je c t, e v e n  

th o u g h  th e re  a re  a  c o n s id e rab le n u m b e r o f m o ra l  

p ro b le m s  re la tiv e  to  th e  fu n c tio n s  o f a  p o lic e m an  

w h ic h  sh o u ld  b e  d isc u sse d  in  th e  l ig h t o f C a th o lic  

th e o lo g ica l p rin c ip le s . T h is p a m p h le t is a n a t

te m p t to  p ro p o se  so m e o f th e se p ro b le m s a n d  to  

su g g e s t so lu tio n s .

1 C f. Encyclopedia Americana (C h ica g o , 1 9 4 0 ) , 

X X II , 3 0 1 .

L ik e e v e ry p ra c tic a l C a th o lic , th e p o lic em a n  

w h o  is a m e m b e r o f th e  o n e  tru e C h u rc h  sh o u ld  

v ie w h is p la c e in l ife f ro m  th e su p e rn a tu ra l  

a sp e c t. T h e  C a th o lic  p o lice m a n  sh o u ld  re g a rd  h is  

o ff ice , n o t m e re ly  a s a  jo b  th a t g iv e s h im  a  c o m 

fo r ta b le  a n d  re sp e c tab le l iv e lih o o d , b u t p rim arily  

a s a  d e p u ta tio n  to  p ro te c t a n d  to  e n fo rc e  th e  la w  

o f G o d , w h ic h  is re fle c te d  in  e v e ry  ju s t c iv il la w . 

H e sh o u ld  re a liz e , to o , th a t h is p o s itio n  p ro v id e s  

h im  w ith  m a n y  o p p o rtu n itie s  o f p ra c tic in g  C h ris 

t ian  c h a rity . H e sh o u ld  b e a r in  m in d  th a t w h e n  

h e is re n d e r in g  a  se rv ic e to  h is fe llo w -m a n , e v en  

if i t is  o n ly  te llin g  a  p e rso n  h o w  to  g e t to  a  c e r ta in  
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s tree t, h e  sh o u ld  b e  a c tu a te d  w ith  a  su p e rn a tu ra l  

m o tiv e , a n d  th u s b e c o m e w o rth y o f O u r L o rd ’s  

c o m m e n d a tio n  : “ A m e n , I sa y  to  y o u , a s lo n g  a s  

y o u  d id  i t fo r  o n e  o f  th e se , th e  le a st o f m y  b re th 

re n , y o u  d id  i t fo r m e .”  2

■Matt. 2 5 :4 0 .

A  p o lic e m an m u s t b e a v ig o ro u s a n d  d e c is iv e  

m a n , b u t th a t d o e s n o t m e a n th a t h e m u s t b e  

h a rsh  a n d  ru d e . T h e C a th o lic p o lice m a n  w h o  is  

h a b itu a lly ro u g h  a n d  d isc o u r te o u s is c e r ta in ly a  

p o o r e x a m p le  o f th e v ir tu e o f c h a r ity  a s ta u g h t  

b y h is C h u rc h . T h e p o lic e m a n sh o u ld b e im 

p re sse d  w ith  th e d ig n ity  o f a n  o ff ice w h ic h  c o n 

tr ib u te s  so  e ffe c tiv e ly  to w a rd  th e  s ta b ility  a n d  th e  

p ro te c tio n  o f  so c ie ty , a n d  th e  C a th o lic  c a n  b e  b e s t 

im b u e d  w ith  th is sp irit o f a p p re c ia tio n  b y  u n d e r 

s ta n d in g  a n d p ro p e rly a p p ly in g th e d o c tr in e o f  

th e  M y stic a l B o d y . I t m a y  se em  a  fa r c ry  f ro m  

th is  su b lim e  d o c trin e  to  th e  ta sk  o f k e e p in g  tra ffic  

m o v in g  sm o o th ly a t a b u sy  s tree t c o rn e r, b u t i t  

is o f th e  e sse n c e  o f p ra c tica l C a th o lic ity  to  su p e r

n a tu ra liz e e v e n th e m o s t p ro sa ic th in g s o f d a ily  

l ife , a n d  th is  is  w h a t th e  g o o d  C a th o lic  p o lic e m a n  

w ill try  to  d o .
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T h e  d u tie s o f a  p o lic e m a n  in v o lv e  th e  v ir tu e o f  

re lig io n , fo r h e  h a s ta k e n  a  so lem n  o a th  to  fu lf ill 

th e m  fa ith fu lly . C o n se q u e n tly , a g ra v e a n d d e 

l ib e ra te  n e g le c t o f th e se  d u tie s  a d d s  to  th e  s in  h e  

c o m m its a g a in s t h is fe llo w -m e n , a m o rta l s in  

a g a in s t th e  se co n d  c o m m an d m e n t o f G o d , th e  in 

f ra c tio n  o f  a  p ro m isso ry  o a th . T o  ta k e  a  p ra c tica l  

e x a m p le  : th e  p a tro lm a n  a ss ig n ed  to  a se c tio n  o f  

a  c ity  w h e re  th e f t is c o m m o n  w o u ld  b e  g u ilty  o f  

a  g ra v e  n e g le c t o f  d u ty  if h e  p a sse d  se v e ra l h o u rs  

o f h is n ig h t sh if t in so m e se c lu d e d  sp o t, so u n d ly  

a s lee p . H e  w o u ld  s in  a g a in s t b o th  ju s tic e  a n d  re 

l ig io n , a n d  th e  C a th o lic  p o lic e m a n w o u ld  h a v e  to  

m e n tio n  b o th th e se tra n sg re ss io n s in c o n fe ss io n .  

E v e n  in  th e  e v e n t th a t n o  h a rm  is  d o n e  w h ile  th is  

g ro ss n e g le c t o f d u ty  is ta k in g  p la ce , th e p o lic e 

m a n h a s s in n e d g ra v e ly in p ro v id in g  a n o p p o r 

tu n ity  fo r  c r im e w h ic h  h e  w a s  o b lig e d  to  p re v e n t.

T h e d u ty w h ic h th e p o lice m a n u n d e r ta k e s to  

su p p o rt  la w  a n d  o rd e r  p u ts  h im  in  a  v e ry  d iffe re n t 

c a te g o ry  f ro m  th e  o rd in a ry  e m p lo y e e  in  th e  m a t

te r o f g o in g  o n  s trik e . T h e m e n  e m p lo y ed  b y a  

p riv a te  c o n c e rn  a re  ju s tifie d  in  s tr ik in g , if th is is  

th e  o n ly  m e a n s  o f re d re ss a g a in s t g ra v e  in ju s tice . 

B u t i t c a n  h a rd ly  e v e r h a p p e n  th a t p o lic e m e n  w ill 

b e  ju s tif ie d  in  g o in g  o n  s tr ik e . In  th is  re sp e c t th e
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p o lic e fo rc e  is l ik e  th e  a rm y — -so  n e c e ssa ry  to  th e  

p u b lic w e lfa re th a t e v e n  g ra v e  p e rso n a l in ju s tic e  

m u st b e b o rn e fo r th e sa k e o f so c ie ty , w h ic h  

w o u ld  b e  se r io u s ly  im p e riled  b y  a  g e n era l w a lk o u t.  

In  e x tre m e c a se s , a s tr ik e o f th e  p o lic e c o u ld  b e  

ju s tif iab le , a s c o u ld th e re v o lt o f a n a rm y ; b u t  

su c h  c a ses a re  v e ry ' ra re . R e c e n tly , th e s tr ik e  o f  

th e p o lic e m e n  o f P a ris d u rin g  th e f in a l d a y s o f  

th e G e rm a n o c c u p a tio n  o c c a sio n e d m u c h r io tin g  

a n d  d iso rd e r ; b u t th e m e m b e rs o f th e P a ris ia n  

p o lic e fo rc e  c o n s id e re d  th e m se lv e s ju s tif ie d  in  re 

so r tin g to th is m e a su re o n th e g ro u n d s th a t i t  

w a s a m e a n s o f d e liv e r in g  th e ir n a tio n  f ro m  th e  

y o k e  o f N a z i o p p re ss io n .

I t se e m s h a rd ly  n e c essa ry  to s ta te th a t u n d e r  

n o  c ircu m s ta n c es  m a y  th e p o lic e m a n  v io la te th e  

la w  o f G o d , e v e n  th o u g h  th e  p u rp o se  m a y  b e th e  

d e tec tio n  a n d  th e  su p p re ss io n  o f th e w o rst fo rm  

o f v ic e . T h u s , i t h a s h a p p e n e d th a t a d e tec tiv e ,  

in  o rd e r  to  h a v e  e v id e n c e  th a t a  c e rta in  e s tab lish 

m e n t w a s a  h o u se  o f p ro s titu tio n , p a tro n iz e d  th e  

p la c e h im se lf . A g a in , so m e tim es  a n  a g e n t o f th e  

la w  p re te n d s to  b e in fa v o r o f so m e su b v e rs iv e  

o rg a n iz a tio n  a n d  g o e s to  th e  e x te n t o f ta k in g  a n  

o a th  o f lo y a lty  to  i ts fa lse  p rin c ip le s , in  o rd e r to  

g a in  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t i ts a c tiv itie s f ro m  w ith in .
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S u c h  m e a n s o f p ro te c tin g  th e  la w , b e in g  in tr in s i 

c a lly w ro n g , a re n e v e r p e rm iss ib le . T h e re is a n  

e sse n tia l d iffe ren c e  b e tw ee n  m e th o d s  o f th is k in d  

a n d  th o se  w h ic h  in v o lv e  o n ly  th e  tran sg re s s io n  o f  

a  c iv il la w , su ch  a s th e  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  g a m b lin g  

b y  a  d e te c tiv e in  o rd e r to  se c u re  a c o n v ic tio n .

D ru n k en n e ss is a m o s t p e rn ic io u s  v ic e in th e  

c a se  o f  a  p o lic em a n . E v e n  th o u g h  h e  d o e s  n o t g o  

to  th e e x tre m e  o f c o m p le te in to x ic a tio n , h e m a y  

c o m m it a  se r io u s s in  if h e  d rin k s e n o u g h  to  re n -  

I d e r  h im se lf  n o ta b ly  le s s  c a p a b le  o f  p e rfo rm in g  th e  

d u tie s e x p e c te d  o f h im  w h ile  p a tro llin g  h is  b e a t—  

o f p u rsu in g a th ie f , o f sh o o tin g  a c c u ra te ly , o f  

s to p p in g a ru n a w a y h o rse . P o lic e o ff ic ia ls c a n 

n o t b e b la m ed fo r b e in g m o s t se v e re o n th o se  

m e m b e rs  o f  th e  fo rc e  w h o  fa il in  th is  re sp e c t. A n  

e x p e r ien c e d p o lic e c h a p la in  in fo rm e d  m e  th a t h e  

s tro n g ly a d v ise s th e p a tro lm e n n e v e r to ta k e a  

s in g le  d rin k  o f in to x ic a tin g  l iq u o r w h ile o n  d u ty  

o r  d u rin g  a  p e r io d  o f fo u r  h o u rs  p re v io u sly .

T h e p o lice m a n is b o u n d to  e n d u re d a n g e r in  

th e p e rfo rm a n c e o f h is d u ty , so m e tim es to th e  

e x ten t o f r isk in g  h is l ife . T h is is n o t m e re ly  a n  

o b lig a tio n  o f c h a r ity , a s in  th e  c a se  o f  th e  p riv a te  

c itiz e n— i t is a n  o b lig a tio n  o f ju s tice . T h u s, th e  
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p o lice m a n  m u s t e n d ea v o r to a rre s t a d a n g ero u s  

c r im in a l, e v e n  th o u g h  i t in v o lv e s se r io u s d a n g e r  ; 

h e  m u s t try  to  k ill a  m a d  d o g , e v e n  th o u g h  h e  h im 

se lf m a y  b e  b itte n  b y  th e  f re n z ied  a n im a l. C e rta in  

q u a lif ic a tio n s m u s t b e  m a d e , h o w e v e r , in  th is  c o n 

n e c tio n . I t is fo rb id d en  to r isk  o n e ’s l ife w h e n  

th e  d e s ire d  e ffe c t c a n  b e o b ta in e d  m o re sa fe ly  in  

a  le ss  g la m o ro u s fa sh io n , o r w h e n  i t is  p ra c tic a lly  

c e r ta in th a t th e a tte m p t c a n n o t su c c ee d . T h u s ,  

th e  p o lic e m a n  w h o  e n d e av o rs to  c a p tu re  a  b a n d  

o f c r im in a ls s in g le h a n d e d ly , w h e n h e c o u ld  ju s t  

a s w e ll w a it fo r a sq u a d o f p o lic e to  a ss is t h im . 

m a y  su c c e ed  a n d  g a in a re p u ta tio n fo r b ra v e ry , 

b u t in  re a lity  h e r isk e d  h is  o w n  l ife  u n n e c essa rily  

a n d  re n d e re d  th e  c a p tu re  o f th e  m a le fac to rs le ss  

p ro b a b le m e re ly fo r h is o w n  g lo r ific a tio n . S im i

la r ly , to  a tte m p t a re sc u e th a t is m o ra lly  im p o s 

s ib le  a t th e  r isk  o f o n e ’s o w n  l ife  b e sp e a k s a  la c k  

o f c o m m o n se n se , n o t a h ig h d e g re e o f v a lo r ,  

w h a te v e r id e a s th e p o p u la r m in d  m a y  e n te r ta in  

o n  th is  su b je c t.

T n  th e  u se  o f  a  w e a p o n , p a r tic u la r ly  a  re v o lv e r,  

th e  p o lice m a n  m u s t re m em b e r th a t i t is n o t w ith in  

h is p ro v in ce to in f lic t p u n ish m e n t fo r c r im e . 

W h e n h e c a p tu re s a c r im in a l w h o h a s ju s t a t

ta c k e d  a f ra il g ir l o r k ille d  a n  in n o c e n t c h ild , h is  
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fe e lin g s m a y  p ro m p t h im  to g iv e th e d e p rav e d  

m a n  a  b e a tin g  th a t h e  w ill n e v e r fo rg e t  ; b u t th a t  

is n o t p e rm itted  e ith e r b y  c iv il o r b y  d iv in e  la w . 

H e  m a y  in f lic t o n ly  a s m u c h  p h y s ic a l fo rc e a s is  

n e c e ssa ry to su b d u e th e la w b re a k e r a n d in d u c e  

h im  to  su b m it to  a rre s t w ith o u t re s is ta n c e . S im i

la r ly , w h e n  th e  p o lic e m an is p u rsu in g  a  c r im in a l, 

h e  m a y  n o t sh o o t w ith  th e  id e a o f k illin g  h im  if  

h e  c a n  c a p tu re  h im  b y  m e re ly  in f lic tin g  a  w o u n d .  

O n ly  in  th e  su p p o s itio n  th a t th e  p a r tic u la r c r im 

in a l w ill p ro b a b ly  try  to  k ill th e  p o lic e m an , in  th e  

e v e n t th a t h e  is  m e re ly  w o u n d ed , m a y  th e  o ff ic e r  

“ sh o o t  to  k ill .” H o w e v er ,  if a  m u rd e re r , o r  a  th ie f  

w h o  h a s  s to len  a  la rg e  su m  o f m o n e y , c a n  b e  a p 

p re h e n d e d  o n ly  b y  in f lic tin g  a  m o rta l w o u n d , th is  

is p e rm iss ib le . O n th e o th e r h a n d , i t w o u ld b e  

w ro n g  fo r  a  p o lic em a n  to  u se  a  g u n  w ith  th e  d a n 

g e r  o f  in f lic tin g  d e a th  o n  a  p e rso n  try in g  to  e sca p e  

a f te r a  s lig h t tran sg re s s io n , su c h  a s th e  v io la tio n  

o f a  m in o r tra ffic re g u la tio n  o r th e  b re a k in g  o f a  

w in d o w . T h e a d v a n ta g e to so c ie ty o f b rin g in g  

su c h  a  p e rso n to  ju s tice is n o t su ff ic ien t to  c o m 

p e n sa te fo r th e  je o p a rd iz in g  o f a h u m a n  l ife .

U n d o u b te d ly , th e  c u s to m  o f th e  “ th ird  d e g re e  

p rev a ils in  so m e  p la c e s , th o u g h  i t is im p o ssib le  to  

sa y  h o w  g e n e ra l i t is , b e c a u se  th o se w h o  h a v e  re 
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c o u rse to th is m e th o d a re n a tu ra lly lo a th e to  

p u b lish  th e fa c t. T h e ‘ ‘th ird  d e g re e ” m e a n s th a t 

w h e n th e p o lic e h a v e g ra v e su sp ic io n s th a t a  

p riso n e r h a s b e e n g u ilty o f a c r im e , th e y in f lic t  

o n  h im  p h y s ic a l su ffe r in g s  u n til th e y  e x to r t a  c o n 

fe ss io n  o r p e rh ap s e v e n in d u c e h im  to  re v ea l h is  

a cc o m p lice s . In  a w o rd , i t is s im p ly a m o d e rn  

v e rs io n  o f  th e  m e d ie v a l p ra c tic e  o f  to r tu r in g  th o se  

a c c u sed  o f  a  c r im e . I t m ig h t b e  w e ll fo r  th o se  “ e n 

l ig h te n e d a n d  h u m a n e ” p e rso n s w h o  v e h e m en tly  

c o n d e m n  th e  p ra c tic e s o f th e  In q u is itio n  to  d ire c t  

th e ir e ffo r ts to w a rd e lim in a tin g  th is fe a tu re o f  

p re sen t-d a y  A m eric an  l ife . A t  a n y  ra te , th e  “ th ird  

d e g re e ,” w h e n  i t in c lu d es  su c h  m e asu re s a s b e a t

in g th e a c c u se d o r d e p riv in g h im  o f fo o d a n d  

d rin k  a n d  s lee p  u n til h e  is  a lm o s t o u t o f  h is m in d ,  

is a b so lu te ly  w ro n g , a n d  a n y  C a th o lic p o lice m a n  

o r d e te c tiv e w h o w o u ld p a r tic ip a te in  i t sh o u ld  

re g a rd  su c h p a r tic ip a tio n  a s a  m a tte r o f c o n fe s 

s io n . O n e  w h o  a ttem p ts  to  ju s tify  h im se lf o n  th e  

sc o re th a t th e “ th ird d e g re e ” o fte n  su c c e e d s in  

w rin g in g a c o n fes s io n f ro m  a g u ilty p e rso n (a  

s ta te m en t w h ic h is u n d o u b te d ly  tru e ) is s im p ly  

m a k in g  u se  o f th e  e rro n e o u s  e th ic a l p rin c ip le  th a t 

th e  e n d  ju s tifie s  th e  m e an s . A t m o s t, i t w o u ld  b e  

p e rm iss ib le to  u se a m ild  fo rm  o f th e “ th ird  d e 
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g re e ” to th e e x te n t o f q u e s tio n in g th e p riso n e r  

a d ro itly  so  th a t e v e n tu a lly  h e  w ill b e c a u g h t in  a  

c o n trad ic tio n a n d b e w illin g  to a d m it h is g u ilt.  

B u t e v e n  su c h  a  c o u rse  w o u ld  b e  p e rm itte d  to  th e  

p o lic e  o n ly  w h e n  th e y  a re  p ra c tica lly  c e rta in  th a t  

th e y  h a v e  c a p tu re d  th e  re a l c r im in a l.

T h e re  a re  m a n y  o c c a sio n s  in  w h ic h  a  p o lic e m a n  

is l iab le  to  v io la te ju s tice , if h e is n o t m o s t c o n 

sc ie n tio u s in  th e p e rfo rm an c e o f h is d u tie s . I f ,  

b e c a u se  o f c u lp a b le  n e g le c t o n  h is p a r t, a c itiz e n  

su ffe rs so m e p ro p e r ty  lo s s , th e  p o lic em a n in c u rs  

th e o b lig a tio n o f re s titu tio n a s a n e g a tiv e c o 

o p e ra to r. T h u s, if  a  p a tro lm a n  n e g le c te d  to  m a k e  

h is ro u n d s p ro p e rly o n a c e r ta in n ig h t, a n d a  

ro b b e ry  to o k  p la c e  w h ic h  w o u ld  c e r ta in ly  n o t h a v e  

o c c u rred  h a d  h e  b e e n  fa ith fu l to  h is d u ty , h e  h a s  

th e  o b lig a tio n  o f  m a k in g  re s titu tio n  to  th e  in ju re d  

p a r ty , in  th e  e v e n t th a t th e  s to le n  p ro p e r ty  is n o t  

re s to red  o r th e re is n o  p ro b a b ility  th a t i t w ill b e  

re s to re d . T h is o b lig a tio n fa lls o n th e p o lic e m a n  

b y  v ir tu e o f th e  n a tu ra l la w  e v e n  th o u g h  n o  in 

d ic tm e n t o r p u n ish m e n t a c c ru e s to  h im  f ro m  th e  

c iv il a u th o r itie s .

M a y a p o lic e m an a c c e p t g if ts f ro m  th e re s i

d e n ts o r sh o p k e e p e rs o f th e d is tr ic t h e p a tro ls?  

A s fa r a s th e la w  o f G o d  is c o n ce rn e d , a n d  a b 
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s tra c tin g  f ro m  a n y  c iv il o rd in a n c es , h e  m a y  d o  so , 

if th e se d o n a tio n s a re m e re ly g if ts in th e tru e  

se n se  o f th e  te rm . I t is  n o t  u n u su a l fo r  m e rch a n ts  

to  g iv e  a  c o u rteo u s  a n d  v ig ila n t p a tro lm a n  a  su b 

s ta n tia l g if t f ro m  t im e to t im e , p a r tic u la r ly a t  

C h ris tm a s. B u t su c h g if ts m u s t n o t ta k e  o n  th e  

n a tu re o f p a y m e n t fo r se rv ic e in  su c h w ise th a t  

th o se  w h o  d o  n o t c o n tr ib u te w ill n o t re ce iv e th e  

se rv ic e w h ic h th e p o lice m a n is b o u n d to  re n d e r  

b y re aso n o f h is o ff ice . I f th a t is th e ta c it o r  

e x p re ss u n d e rs tan d in g b e tw ee n p o lic e m an a n d  

c itiz e n s, th e re  w o u ld  b e  a n  o b lig a tio n  o f re s to r in g  

th e  so -ca lled  g if ts , w h ich  in  su c h  a  c a se w o u ld  b e  

s im p ly  th e f ru its o f u n ju s t e x to rtio n .

S in c e h e  is b o u n d  to  sa fe g u a rd  th e  la w  im p a r 

t ia lly , th e p o lic e m a n  is fa ilin g in h is d u ty if h e  

to le ra te s tra n sg re ss io n s  b y  c e rta in  in d iv id u a ls fo r  

p e rso n a l re a so n s . I f  h e  a llo w s  h is f r ie n d s  to  k ee p  

th e ir s to re s o p e n  b e y o n d  th e c lo sin g  h o u r w h ile  

h e  e n fo rc es th e  c ity  o rd n a n c e s s tric tly  in  th e  c a se  

o f o th e rs , h e  is  d o in g  w ro n g . T h e  p o lic e m an  w h o  

h a s re aso n  to  b e liev e th a t a ro b b e ry w a s c o m 

m itte d  b y  th e  so n  o f a fe llo w -p o lic em a n  m a y  b e  

v e ry  re lu c ta n t to  ta k e  a c tio n , b u t h e  m u s t a b s tra c t  

f ro m  th e  t ie s  o f f r ie n d sh ip  a n d  re p o rt th e  su sp ec t  

o r a rre s t h im , a s h e w o u ld  a c o m p le te s tra n g e r . 
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T h e  c o m m o n  g o o d  o f  so c ie ty  m u s t su p e rse d e p e r 

so n a l fe e lin g s . T h e re  a re  in d e e d  o c c a sio n s w h e n  

a  p o lice m a n  m a y  la w fu lly  e x e rc ise  a m e asu re o f

* d isc re tio n a ry  a u th o r ity  in th e m a tte r o f m a k in g  

a n  a rre s t, p a rticu la rly  in  th e  c a se  o f  a  y o u n g  p e r

so n  w h o  h a s b e e n  g u ilty  o f so m e m in o r o ffe n se . 

T h e o ff ic e r m a y  h a v e re aso n to  b e liev e th a t th e  

c u lp r it w ill b e  m o re  re ad ily  in d u c ed  to  a m e n d if  

h e  is le f t f re e  w ith  a n  a d m o n itio n , in s tea d  o f b e 

in g su b jec ted to th e u n h e a lth y a tm o sp h e re o f  

c o u rtro o m  a n d  p riso n . T h e  p ru d e n t u se o f su c h  

d isc re tio n a ry  p o w e r  is  fu lly  c o m p a tib le  w ith  C a th 

o lic p rin c ip le s a n d id e a ls . B u t th e d e te rm in in g  

fa c to r in  su c h  c a ses m u s t b e  th e  m o ra l w e lfa re  o f  

th e  in d iv id u a l c o n c e rn e d  a n d  u ltim a te ly  th e  c o m 

m o n  g o o d , n o t c o n s id e ra tio n s o f p e rso n a l f r ie n d 

sh ip .

I t is e v e n  m o re re p re h e n s ib le  to  a b sta in f ro m  

m a k in g  a n a rre s t o r f ro m  e n fo rc in g  th e la w  in  

re tu rn fo r a b rib e . T h e o p p o rtu n itie s fo r th is  

fo rm  o f “g ra f t”— a t t im es , o n  a n  in c re d ib ly  la rg e  

sc a le— c o n stitu te o n e o f th e g ra v e s t m o ra l d a n -  

! g e rs to  th e m e m b e rs o f th e p o lic e fo rc e a t th e  

p re se n t t im e in th e U n ited S ta te s . O f c o u rse ,  

b rib e ry  m u st b e  c o n d e m n e d , w ith o u t  q u a lif ic a tio n , 

a c co rd in g to C a th o lic m o ra l p rin c ip le s . E v e n  
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w h e n  th e  c a se  c e n te rs  a b o u t a  tran sg re s s io n  w h ic h  

is  n o t o f a  c r im in a l n a tu re , su c h  a s  a  tra ffic  v io la 

t io n , th e  o ff ic e r w h o  a c c e p ts m o n ey  a n d  in  re tu rn  

a b s ta in s f ro m  m a k in g  th e a rre s t o r is su in g  th e  

su m m o n s  is c o m m ittin g  a  s in  a g a in s t le g a l ju s tice  

a n d  is v io la tin g  h is c o n trac t a n d  o a th . T h e  q u e s 

t io n  n a tu ra lly  a r ise s  w h e th e r  o r  n o t th e  p o lic e m an  

h a s  a n y  o b lig a tio n  o f  m a k in g  re s titu tio n . I t w o u ld  

se em  th a t h e  w o u ld  n o t b e  b o u n d  to  in d e m n ify  th e  

s ta te  o r c ity  fo r th e  f in e  w h ic h  th e  g u ilty  p e rso n , 

o n  c o n v ic tio n , w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  o b lig a ted  to  p a y ?  

O n  th e  o th e r h a n d , if a  th ird  p a r ty  h a s su ffe re d  

so m e lo s s o f p ro p e r ty  a s a re su lt o f th e p o lic e 

m a n ’s d ish o n es ty (a s w o u ld b e th e c a se if th e  

b rib e  e n a b le d  a  th ie f to  e sc ap e  w ith  s to le n  g o o d s )  

th e re is c e r ta in ly  a n  o b lig a tio n  o f re s titu tio n  in 

c u m b e n t o n th e p o lice m a n to w a rd th e in ju re d  

p a r ty .

T h e re  a re  t im e s , h o w e v e r , w h e n  th e re  is  n o  a p 

p re c ia b le h a rm  d o n e to  a n y o n e ’s m a te r ia l p o sse s

s io n s  a s  a  re su lt o f  th e  p o lic em a n ’s  n e g le c t o f  d u ty  

b y  re a so n  o f  b rib e ry — fo r e x a m p le , w h e n  h e  c o n 

d o n e s a tra ffic v io la tio n  o r th e se llin g  o f l iq tfo r  

b e y o n d  th e  s ta ted  h o u r  a t n ig h t. M u st th e  p o lic e -

3  C f. A e rtn y s -D a m e n , Theologia Moralis (T u rin  

1 9 3 9 ) , V o l. I , n . 7 8 7 . 
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m a n  w h o  g ra n ts im m u n ity  in  su c h  c a ses in  re tu rn  

fo r a b rib e g iv e u p  th e m o n e y ? S o m e a p p ly to  

th is p ro b le m  th e p rin c ip le s o f a s in fu l c o n trac t, 

a c c o rd in g  to  w h ic h  o n e  w h o  h a s  a c tu a lly  fu lfille d  

a n o b lig a tio n m a y k e e p th e re c o m p e n se , e v e n  

th o u g h  th e  fu lf illm e n t w a s  a  s in fu l d e e d .4 I h e s i

ta te  to  a c ce p t  th is  so lu tio n  in  th e  c a se  o f a n  o ff ic ia l 

w h o  h a s  a c ce p te d  a  b rib e fo r g ra n tin g  im m u n ity  

f ro m  th e d u e p ro c e ss o f la w , b e c au se th is c a se  

in v o lv e s c e r ta in fe a tu res w h ic h  a re n o t p re se n t  

in  th e  s in fu l c o n tra c t b e tw ee n  p riv a te  in d iv id u a ls . 

W h a t th e  p o lice m a n  se lls in  th e  c a se  u n d e r c o n 

s id e ra tio n is so m e th in g w h ic h c a n b e la w fu lly  

g ra n ted  o n ly  b y  p u b lic a u th o rity , f re ed o m  f ro m  

th e  b u rd e n  o f s tan d in g  tr ia l. In  o th e r w o rd s , th e  

p o lic e m an s te a ls f ro m  th e  g o v e rn m en t th e  p o w e r  

o f g ra n tin g  im m u n ity  a n d  th e n  se lls i t . A c co rd 

in g ly , th e  p rin c ip le s  a p p lica b le  to  th e  s tea lin g  a n d  

se llin g  o f  a n y  c o m m o d ity  sh o u ld  b e  a p p lie d  in  th is  

c a se . I f i t is p o ss ib le , th e o ff ic e r sh o u ld  re s to re  

th e  b rib e to  th e  o n e w h o  g a v e i t a n d  th e n  m a k e  

th e  a rres t, th u s  ta k in g  b a c k  th e  im m u n ity . I f  th is  

is n o  lo n g e r p o ss ib le— fo r e x a m p le , if th e  c u lp r it 

c a n n o t b e fo u n d — th e  m o n ey  sh o u ld  b e g iv e n  to  

th e  g o v e rn m e n t, o r  a t le a st d is tr ib u te d  in  c h a rity .  

4  C t. ibid., n . 8 4 6 .
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U n fo rtu n a te ly , th e re is n o t e n o u g h  c o n s id e ra tio n  

g iv e n  to  th e  v io la tio n s o f commutative ju s tic e  in 

v o lv e d  in  th e  A m eric an  p ra c tic e o f “g ra f t” w ith  

th e  c o n se q u e n t o b lig a tio n  o f  re s titu tio n .

O n e fo rm  o f b rib e - ta k in g fo r th e  g ra n tin g  o f  

im m u n ity f ro m  th e  la w  is p a r tic u la r ly re p reh e n 

s ib le  —  th a t w h ic h c o n c e rn s h o u se s o f p ro s ti 

tu tio n o r a b o rtio n c lin ic s . I t is w o rth n o tin g  

th a t e v e n  th o se  m e m b ers o f th e  p o lice  fo rc e  w h o  

a re in c lin ed to in d u lg e in o th e r fo rm s o f g ra ft  

u su a lly  s ta y  a lo o f f ro m  g a in  a c c ru in g  f ro m  th e se  

fo rm s  o f v ic e . T h e re  a re , in d e e d , c itie s in  w h ic h  

p ro s titu tio n  is to le ra te d  a s  th e  le s se r o f tw o  e v ils ,  

o n th e  g ro u n d s th a t u n le s s th e re is a re s tr ic te d  

d is tr ic t w h e re p ro s titu tio n  is n o t in te rfe re d  w ith , 

v ic e  w ill b e  m o re  ra m p a n t a n d  w id e sp re a d . T h o se  

w h o  h a v e m a d e a th o ro u g h  s tu d y  o f th e m a tte r  

a re  c o n v in c ed  th a t th is is a n e rro n e o u s n o tio n .5  

H o w e v er , in  a c ity  w h e re th is id e a is a p p lie d in  

p ra c tic e b y th e a u th o r itie s , th e p a tro lm an m a y  

fo llo w  th e d e c is io n  o f h is su p e r io rs a n d  a b sta in  

f ro m  in te rfe ren c e . N e ed le s s to  sa y , h e w o u ld  b e  

fo rb id d en  b y  th e  la w  o f G o d  f ro m  d irec tin g  a n y 

o n e to  o n e o f th e se h a u n ts . M o reo v e r , in  th o se

5  C f. J . O ’B rie n in The Homiletic and Pastoral Re
view, X X IX , 1 (O c t. 1 9 3 8 ) , 3 3 . 
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p la c es  w h e re  th e  c iv il la w  e n d e a v o rs to  s tam p  o u t  

p ro s titu tio n , th e p o lice m a n  w h o w o u ld  a c c e p t a  

b rib e fo r g ra n tin g  im m u n ity w o u ld  n o t o n ly  b e  

g u ilty  o f th e  v io la tio n  o f h is o b lig a tio n  to  so c ie ty  

a n d  th e  tran sg re s s io n  o f h is o a th , b u t w o u ld  a lso  

b e  a  c o -o p e ra to r to w a rd  th e  s in s o f im p u rity  th a t 

a re  c o m m itte d  in  th e h o u se s w h ic h h e a llo w s to  

re m a in  o p e n .

N o t in fre q u e n tly  C a th o lic  p o lic e m e n  sh o w  sp e 

c ia l a tte n tio n  to w a rd  th e  c le rg y . T h e re  c a n  b e  n o  

re a so n a b le o b je c tio n to su c h a p ro c ed u re w h e n  

th e re a so n  fo r th e  sp e c ia l fa v o r is a c le rg y m an ’s  

m in is te r ia l a c tiv ity . I f a  p a tro lm an  a c co m p a n ie s  

a  p rie s t th ro u g h  a  lo n e ly  se c tio n  o f th e  c ity  o n  a  

n ig h t s ic k  c a ll, o r if th e  tra ff ic d ire c to r a llo w s  th e  

p rie s t d riv in g  to  a n  a c c id e n t to  d is re g a rd  th e re d  

l ig h t, th e y a re a c k n o w le d g in g th a t th e b e n e fit  

w h ic h  th e  p rie s t ’s m in is tra tio n s c o n fe r o n  so c ie ty  

ju s tify  sp e c ia l c o n s id e ra tio n . A g a in , th e d isc re 

t io n a ry p o w e r m e n tio n ed a b o v e c a n so m e tim e s  

b e  e m p lo y ed  b y  a  p o lic e m a n  in fa v o r o f a  c le rg y 

m a n , o n  th e  p rin c ip le  th a t a n  in te llig en t a n d  h o n 

e s t c itiz e n , w h o m a y h a v e fa ile d a g a in s t so m e  

m in o r o rd in a n c e , w ill b e su ffic ie n tly w a rn ed  

a g a in s t fu tu re  n e g lig e n c e  b y  a  c o u rte o u s a d m o n i

t io n  in s te a d  o f  b e in g  h a le d  in to  c o u rt. A s  a  p o lic e  
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o ff ic ia l e x p res se d  i t : “ C le rg y m e n  d o  n o t ta k e  u n 

d u e a d v a n ta g e o f th e ir p o s itio n , a n d h e n ce th e  

p o lic e a re in c lin e d  to  b e le n ie n t w ith th e c le rg y  

o f  a ll d e n o m in a tio n s .” B u t th e re  a re  t im es w h e n  

a p o lic e m an w o u ld  b e  d o in g  w ro n g  in  d is reg a rd 

in g  th e  c o n d u c t o f a  c le rg y m a n — fo r e x a m p le , if  

th e la tte r re g u la r ly d riv e s h is c a r in a m a n n e r  

d a n g ero u s to  th e  l iv es  o f  o th e rs , o r  if h e  is fo u n d  

to  b e in to x ic a te d w h ile d riv in g . T h e p ro te c tio n  

o f  so c ie ty  sh o u ld  b e  th e  f irs t c o n s id e ra tio n  in  su c h  

c a se s , a n d n o c le rg y m a n c a n re a so n a b ly e x p e c t 

a n y sp e c ia l im m u n ity f ro m  th e p o lic e if h e is  

g u ilty  o f c o n d u c t o f th is  n a tu re .

T h e  C a th o lic  p o lic e m a n  sh o u ld  re a lize  th a t h is  

o ff ice e n ta ils sp e c ia l d a n g e r to l ife , a n d c o n se 

q u e n tly  h e  h a s  a  g ra v e r o b lig a tio n  th a n  th e o rd i

n a ry  c itiz e n  o f  b e in g  p re p a re d  fo r  a  su d d en  d e a th . 

I t is v e ry  im p o rta n t th a t h e  sh o u ld  re m a in  h a b it

u a lly  in  th e  s ta te  o f g ra ce . I f h e  h a s  th e  m isfo r 

tu n e  to  fa ll in to  m o rta l s in , h e sh o u ld  n o t d e lay  

in  m a k in g  a n  a c t o f p e rfe c t c o n tr itio n , so  th a t h e  

m a y b e re s to re d to th e s ta te o f g ra ce a t o n c e . 

P o lic e m e n w h o  a re tru ly  p ra c tic a l C a th o lic s w ill 

re c e iv e th e  sac ram e n ts f re q u e n tly — a t le a st e v e ry  

m o n th . T h e y  w ill c u ltiv a te th e h a b it o f p ra y er ,  

a n d  b e s id e s p ra y in g  a t m o rn in g  a n d n ig h t, th e y  
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w ill o c c a s io n a lly ra ise th e ir m in d s a n d  h e a rts to  

G o d  a s  th e y  g o  a b o u t th e ir d u tie s . T h e  d a ily  re c i

ta tio n  o f  th e  R o sa ry  w ill se c u re  th e  sp e c ia l a ss is t 

a n c e o f th e  M o th e r o f G o d '. A ll th e se m e a n s o f  

m e ritin g  d iv in e  h e lp  g o o d  C a th o lic  p o lic e m en  w ill 

re g a rd  a s n e c e ssa ry  fe a tu re s o f th e ir l iv e s , b o th  

b e c a u se o f th e d a n g e r in w h ic h th e y  c o n sta n tly  

l iv e a n d b e c a u se o f th e sp e c ia l a ss is ta n c e th e y  

n e e d  f ro m  G o d  to  b e fa ith fu l to  th e ir o b lig a tio n s  

a s  g u a rd ia n s o f la w  a n d  p ro tec to rs  o f so c ie ty .








