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O f  th e  fo llo w in g  le c tu re s  so m e  w e re  d e liv e re d  in  F a rm  S tree t  C h u rc h , so m e  in  th e  

W e stm in s te r  C a th e d ra l, in  th e  sp r in g  o f  th e  p re sen t  y e a r . T h e y  m a k e  n o  p re te n c e  o f  a n y  

p ro fo u n d  o r  e x h au s tiv e  tre a tm e n t  o f  th e ir  su b je c t. T h e y  w e re  a d d re s se d  to  a  p o p u la r  

a u d ien c e , a n d  th e  su b je c t w a s  th e re fo re  h a n d led  in  p o p u la r  fa sh io n . I t  is  o n e  w h ic h  is  

m u c h  d isc u sse d  b y  th e  g e n e ra l p u b lic  a t  th e  p re se n t d a y , o fte n  w ith  l i tt le  re a l k n o w le d g e  

o f  i ts  s ig n if ic a n c e . T h e  o b je c t  o f  th e se  le c tu re s  w a s  to  su p p ly  C a th o lic s  w ith  a s  m u c h  

in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t M o d e rn ism  a s  th e y  n e e d  fo r  th e ir  in s tru c tio n  a n d  w a rn in g .
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Modernism and Modern Thought

Lecture I

Modernism and Kant

S O M E  a p o lo g y  m a y  p e rh a p s  b e  n e e d e d  to  a  C a th o lic  a u d ie n c e  fo r  d isc u ss in g  th e  su b je c t  

o f  M o d e rn ism  a t a ll. I t m ig h t  b e  th o u g h t th a t i t is  a  to p ic  w h ic h  m ig h t w e ll b e  le t a lo n e  -  

le t se v e re ly  a lo n e  —  in  a n  E n g lish  C a th o lic  p u lp it. T h e  sy s te m  th a t h a s  c o m e  to  b e  k n o w n  

a s  M o d e rn ism  is  so  la rg e ly  a  m a tte r  o f  m e ta p h y s ica l sp e c u la tio n  th a t i t h a rd ly  c o m m e n d s  

i ts e lf  to  th e  a v e ra g e  E n g lish  in te llig e n c e . W e  f la tte r  o u rse lv e s  a s  a  ra c e  o n  b e in g  p ra c tica l. 

W e  l ik e  to  b e  p ra c tica l in  o u r  re lig io n  a s  in  o th e r  th in g s , a n d  sp e c u la tiv e  th e o r ie s  o n  

re lig io u s su b je c ts p o sse ss  l i t t le  c h a rm  fo r  o u r  m in d s  a n d  e x e rc ise  l i t t le  in f lu e n c e  o n  o u r  

b e lie fs  a n d  c o n d u c t. I t m ig h t b e  th o u g h t, th e n , th a t  M o d e rn ism  p re se n ts  l i t t le  d a n g e r  to  

E n g lish  C a th o lic s . T h e re  is  so m e  tru th  in  th is  v ie w  if  w e  re g a rd  o n ly  th e  a c tu a l te n e ts  o f  

M o d e rn ism . N o  d o u b t  w e  E n g lish m e n  a re  p la in  m e n  in  o u r  h a b its  o f  th in k in g , a n d  to  

p la in  m e n  m u c h  o f  th e  te a ch in g  o f  M o d e rn ism  is  s im p ly  b e w ild e rin g . B u t u n d e r ly in g  th e  

d o c trin e s  o f  M o d e rn ism  th e re  is  th e  sp ir it o f  M o d e rn ism . T h e  d o c trin e s  o f  M o d e rn ism  

m a y  n o t  b e  a  d a n g e r  to  u s , th e  sp ir it o f  M o d e rn ism  m a y . A n d  i t c a n n o t  b e  d e n ie d , I  th in k ,  

th a t  th e  sp ir it o f  M o d e rn ism  is  a b ro a d  a t th e  p re se n t t im e . I t in fe c ts  m u c h  o f  th e  th o u g h t 

a n d  l i te ra tu re  o f  th e  d a y . C a th o lic s  n e e d  th e n  to  b e  p u t o n  th e ir  g u a rd  a g a in s t  i t , a n d  th e se  

le c tu re s  w ill h a v e  fu lfd le d  th e ir  p u rp o se  if  th e y  se rv e  to  w a rn  C a th o lic s  a g a in s t a  re a l  

d a n g e r  to  th e ir  fa ith . I t m a y  b e  sa id  w ith  tru th  th a t  th e  te rm  M o d e rn ism  s ta n d s  n o t so  

m u c h  fo r  a  c u t-a n d -d r ie d  sy s te m  re a d y -m a d e  a s  fo r  a  sy s te m  in  th e  m a k in g . I t re p re se n ts  

a  sp ir it , a  te n d e n c y , a  m e th o d  o r  p ro c es s  o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  th o u g h t. A s  su c h , i t is  n o t  

c o n f in ed  to  re lig io n  a lo n e . T h e  n a m e  M o d e rn ism ,  i t h a s  b e e n  p o in te d  o u t, 1 1 1  b e a rs  th e  

sa m e  re la tio n  to  w h a t is  m o d e rn  th a t  l ib e ra lism  b e a rs  to  w h a t  is  l ib e ra l, o r  m ilita r ism  to  

w h a t is  m ilita ry , o r  c a p ita lism  to  c a p ita l, a n d  a p p ro p r ia te ly  e n o u g h  d e sc r ib e s  th e  sp ir it 

w h ic h  e x a lts  th e  m o d e rn  a t  th e  e x p e n se  o f  a n tiq u ity , w h ic h  e x to ls  th e  n e w  b e c a u se  i t is  

n e w , a n d  d e p re c ia te s  th e  o ld  b e c a u se  i t  is  o ld , a n d  w h ic h , so  fa r , is  a  re v o lt o f  th e  p re se n t  

a g a in s t th e  p a s t. I t d o e s  n o t  n e e d  a n y  v e ry  c lo se  o b se rv a tio n  to  p e rc e iv e  th a t sp ir it a t w o rk  

a t  th e  p re sen t d a y  in  o th e r  sp h e re s  b e s id e s  th a t o f  re lig io n , a n d  in  o th e r  fo rm s  o f  re lig io n  

b e s id e s  th e  C a th o lic . I ts  e ffe c t o n  C a th o lic ity  is  a ll w e  a re  c o n c e rn e d  w ith .

E v e n  w h e n  i ts  sc o p e  is  th u s  re s tric te d , M o d e rn ism  is  a n  e lu s iv e  th in g  to  d e a l w ith . F o r  

M o d e rn is ts  d iffe r so  m u c h  a m o n g  th e m se lv e s  th a t i t is  d iff icu lt to  p in  th e m  d o w n  to  o n e  

c o h e ren t  se t o f  o p in io n s . B u t  th e  g e n e ra l d rif t o f  M o d e rn ism  in  i ts  b e a r in g  u p o n  

C a th o lic ity  is  u n m is tak a b le . I ts  o b je c t is  q u ite  c le a r a n d  o p e n  a n d  a v o w e d . T h a t o b je c t  is  

n o t o s te n s ib ly  to  se t u p  a  b ran d -n e w  fo rm  o f  C a th o lic ity , b u t  to  re c o n s tru c t  th e  o ld  o n  

n e w  l in e s . I ts  o b je c t, a s  M o d e rn is ts  a re  fo n d  o f  sa y in g , is  to  re a d ju s t  C a th o lic ity  to  th e  

m e n ta lity  o f  th e  a g e , to  re in te rp re t C a th o lic ity  in  te rm s  o f  m o d e m  th o u g h t. T h a t so u n d s  a t 

f irs t a  p e rfe c tly  le g itim a te  p ro p o sa l. B u t  th e  q u e s tio n  is , w h a t  m o d e m  th o u g h t?  T h e re  is  
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m o d e m  th o u g h t  a n d  m o d e rn  th o u g h t. T h e re  is  m o d e rn  th o u g h t  w h ic h  is  so u n d , a n d  

m o d e rn  th o u g h t  w h ic h  is , to  sa y  th e  le a s t, u n so u n d . S o , w h e n  i t  is  p ro p o se d  to  a d a p t  

C a th o lic ity  to  m o d e rn  th o u g h t, i t is  o f  so m e  im p o rta n c e  to  in q u ire  w h a t  m o d e m  th o u g h t 

is  m e a n t. M o d e rn  th o u g h t  is  i ts e lf  a  v a g u e  te rm . F o r  o u r  p re sen t  p u rp o se  w e  m a y  ta k e  i t  

to  m e a n  th e  o p in io n s  u p o n  se r io u s su b je c ts  c u rren t a m o n g  th in k in g  p e o p le  a t th e  p re se n t 

d a y , th e  p re v a ilin g  m e n ta l o u tlo o k  a s  re g a rd s  su c h  su b je c ts , th e  m o d e m  p o in t o f  v ie w . 

N o w , if  th e re  b e , a s  th e  te rm  m o d e rn  th o u g h t im p lie s  th e re  is , so m e  to n e  o r  te m p e r  o f  

m in d  u p o n  su c h  su b je c ts  p e c u lia r  to  th e  p re sen t  t im e , if  th e re  b e  a  d is tin c t  w a v e  o f  

th o u g h t p a ss in g  o v e r  o u r  o w n  sa g e , i t m u s t h a v e  h a d  so m e  d e f in ite  o rig in , a n d  i t o u g h t  to  

b e  p o ss ib le  to  tra c e  i t to  i ts  so u rce . T o  try  to  d o  so  w ill h e lp  u s  th e  b e tte r  to  d e te rm in e  

w h a t  v a lu e  to  a tta c h  to  w h a t is  v a g u e ly  c a lle d  m o d e rn  th o u g h t. Y o u  k n o w  w h a t  u su a lly  

h a p p e n s  b e fo re  a  p a r tic u la r  se t o f  v ie w s  o r  o p in io n s  g a in s  g ro u n d  a n d  sp re ad s  so  w id e ly  

a s  to  h e lp  to  m o u ld  th e  th o u g h t o f  th e  d a y . W h a t c o m m o n ly  h a p p e n s  is  so m e th in g  l ik e  

th is . S o m e  m a n  o f  g e n iu s , s tu d e n t, th in k e r , sc h o la r , p h ilo so p h e r, sc ie n tis t —  c a ll h im  w h a t  

y o u  p le a se  —  w o rk s  o u t so m e  th e o ry  in  th e  p riv a c y  o f  h is  s tu d y  o r  la b o ra to ry , a n d  th e n  

g iv e s  i t  to  th e  w o rld . A t  f irs t  p e rh a p s  i t is  u n d e rs to o d  a n d  a p p re c ia te d  o n ly  b y  th e  fe w , h is  

fe llo w -w o rk e rs  in  th e  sa m e  f ie ld  o f  k n o w le d g e . T h e y  re c o g n ise  i ts  m e rit a t o n c e . T h e y  

a re  q u ic k  to  se e  i ts  b e a r in g s  a n d  a p p lic a tio n s . T h e y  h e lp  to  m a k e  i t k n o w n . I t w a s  so m e  

sc ie n tific  o r  p h ilo so p h ic a l th e o ry  to  b e g in  w ith , b u t i t c o m e s  to  b e  tra n s la te d  f ro m  

te c h n ica l  in to  p o p u la r  la n g u a g e ; i t is  m a d e  e a sy  o f  p o p u la r  a c c e s s . T h ro u g h  th e  fa c ilit ie s  

w h ic h  m o d e rn  c iv ilis a tio n  a ffo rd s  in  su c h  a b u n d a n c e , th ro u g h  th e  n e w sp ap e r  a n d  

p e r io d ic a l P re s s , th ro u g h  su c h  a g e n c ie s  a s  f re e  l ib ra r ie s , p o p u la r  le c tu re s , w o rk in g  m e n 's  

in s titu te s , c o n tin u a tio n  c la s se s , a n d  th e  re s t, i t f ilte rs  d o w n  g ra d u a lly  th ro u g h  th e  s tra ta  o f  

w h ic h  so c ie ty  is  c o m p o se d . I t is  p o p u la r is e d . I t w a s  a t f irs t  th e  c re a tio n  o f  o n e  b ra in , a n d  

th e n  th e  p o sse s s io n  o f  th e  fe w . N o w  i t is  th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  th e  m a n y ; i t is  c o m m o n  p ro p e rty . 

I t h a s  p a sse d  f ro m  th e  s tu d y  in to  th e  s tre e t; i t h a s  b e c o m e  p a r t o f  th e  th o u g h t a n d  sp e e ch  

o f  th e  c ro w d . H e n c e fo r th  i t b e lo n g s  to  m o d e rn  th o u g h t, th o u g h  m a n y  o f  th o se  w h o se  

m in d s  i t h a s  h e lp e d  to  fo rm  h a rd ly  k n o w  th e  n a m e  o f  a  C o p e rn ic u s , o r  a  G a lile o , o r  a  

K e p le r , o r  a  N e w to n , o r  a  F a ra d a y , o r  a  H a rv e y , to  w h o m  th e y  o w e  i t . W h a t  h a s  c o m e  to  

b e  m o d e rn  th o u g h t m a y  b e  th e  p ro d u c t o f  th e  b ra in  o f  o n e  m a n .

I f  th is  b e  tru e  o f  th e  m a te ria l o f  th o u g h t, o f  th e  th in g s  th a t  m e n  th in k  a b o u t, i t m a y  b e  

e q u a lly  tru e  o f  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  th o u g h t i ts e lf , o f  h a b its  a n d  m o d e s  o f  th o u g h t. A n d  w h e n  

th is  is  b o rn e  in  m in d  i t d o e s  n o t se e m  fa r-fe tc h e d  to  sa y  th a t  th e  m o d e rn  w a y  o f  th in k in g  

a b o u t th e  d e e p e r  p ro b le m s  o f  l ife  is  la rg e ly  in f lu e n c e d  b y  o n e  th in k e r  w h o  l iv e d  a n d  

ta u g h t  a  h u n d re d  y e a rs  a g o . I f  y o u  a sk  th o se  m o s t l ik e ly  to  k n o w  w h o m  th e y  c o n s id e r  to  

b e  th e  o n e  m a n  w h o  h a s  le f t th e  d e e p e s t  im p re ss  u p o n  se r io u s  m o d e rn  th o u g h t, n in e  o u t  

o f  e v e ry  te n  so  a sk e d  w ill p ro b a b ly  a n sw e r , Im m a n u e l  K a n t. T h e  te n th  m ig h t sa y  H e g e l. 

B u t  H e g e l, i t m u s t  b e  re m e m b e re d ,  d e r iv e d  h is  in sp ira tio n  f ro m  K a n t. K a n t's  w a s  th e  

m a s te r  m in d . " T h in k in g  m e n  to -d ay ," sa y s  A u g u s te  S a b a tie r, " m ay  b e  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  

c la s se s : th o se  w h o  g o  b a c k  b e y o n d  K a n t a n d  th o se  w h o  h a v e  re c e iv ed , a s  i t w e re , th e ir  

p h ilo so p h ic  in itia tio n  a n d  b a p tism  f ro m  h is  C ritiq u e ." 1 2 1

A n d , a s  a  m a tte r  o f  fa c t, K a n t's  in f lu e n c e  is  c le a rly  d isc e rn ib le  in  m o d e m  th o u g h t. K a n t  is  

a  ra tio n a lis t , a n d  m o d e rn  th o u g h t  is  la rg e ly  ra tio n a lis tic . K a n t, th o u g h  h e  d o e s  n o t d e n y  

th e  su p e rn a tu ra l, p u ts  i t o u ts id e  th e  f ie ld  o f  k n o w le d g e , a n d  m o d e rn  th o u g h t is  a g n o s tic ,  
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so  fa r  a s  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l is  c o n c e rn e d .  K a n t  m a k e s  re lig io n  a  m a tte r  o f  in w a rd , p e rso n a l 

e x p e r ie n ce , in d e p e n d e n t o f  a n y  e x te rn a l a u th o rity , a n d  m o d e rn  th o u g h t  is  im p a tien t o f  

a u th o r ity . O f  c o u rse ,  th e  h u m a n  m in d , w h e th e r a n c ie n t o r  m o d e m , h a s  a  n a tu ra l  te n d e n c y  

in  th e se  d ire c tio n s , ir re sp e c tiv e  o f  th e  te a c h in g  o f  K a n t, o r  o f  a n y o n e  e lse ; b u t  th a t  o n ly  

m a k e s  i t a  m o re  c o n g e n ia l so il fo r  th e  re c e p tio n  a n d  fe r til is a tio n  o f  K a n tia n  id e a s . A n d ,  

w h e n  th e se  id e a s  sp re ad  f ro m  th e  le a rn e d  to  th e  s im p le  a n d  a re  d iffu se d  a n d  p o p u la r ise d  

in  th e  m a n n e r  ju s t  in d ic a te d , th e y  a re  o f  th e  v e ry  k in d  to  sh a p e  a n d  fa sh io n  th e  m o d e m  

m in d  a lre ad y  p re d isp o se d  in  th e ir  fa v o u r. M o re o v e r,  th e y  g iv e  so m e  so r t o f  sc ie n tific  a n d  

p h ilo so p h ic  sa n c tio n  to  c e r ta in  n a tu ra l le a n in g s  o f  th e  h u m a n  m in d , a n d  im p a rt  to  th e m  a n  

a ir  o f  re sp e c tab ility  th e y  m ig h t  n o t  o th e rw ise  p o sse s s . A n d  th e  re su lt  is  m o d e rn  th o u g h t, 

m o d e rn  th o u g h t c o lo u red  b y  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  K a n t, e v e n  in  th e  c a se  o f  m a n y  w h o  h a v e  

n e v e r  s tu d ie d  p h ilo so p h y , a n d  p e rh ap s  h a v e  n e v e r  h e a rd  K a n t's  n a m e . T h e  C a th o lic  

C h u rc h  is  fa r-se e in g  in  w a tc h in g  w ith  v ig ila n c e  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t n o t  o n ly  o f  th e o lo g ic a l,  

b u t  a lso  o f  p h ilo so p h ica l  o p in io n s . P h ilo so p h y , a f te r  a ll, is  o n ly  th e  p u rsu it o f  th e  f irs t  

p rin c ip le s  o f  k n o w le d g e . I f  th e  f irs t  p rin c ip le s  a re  u n so u n d , th e  w h o le  f ie ld  o f  k n o w le d g e ,  

sa c re d  a n d  p ro fa n e , is  re n d e re d  in se c u re , n o t  fo r  th e  p h ilo so p h e r  o n ly , b u t  a lso  fo r  th e  

m a n  in  th e  s tre e t.

W h e n  th e re  is  q u e s tio n , th e n , o f  in te rp re tin g  C a th o lic ity  in  te rm s  o f  m o d e rn  th o u g h t,  w e  

m u s t  b e  o n  o u r  g u a rd . M o d e rn  th o u g h t, i t  h a s  b e e n  sa id , th a n k s  in  g re a t m e a su re  to  K a n t, 

is  la rg e ly  ra tio n a lis tic . I t is  a  d iff ic u lt  m a tte r  to  in te rp re t  C a th o lic ity  in  te rm s  o f  

ra tio n a lism . M o d e rn ism  h a s  th e  h a rd ih o o d  to  a ttem p t  th e  ta sk . A n d  h e re in  l ie s  i ts  c h ie f  

d a n g e r. I f  a  re lig io u s sy s te m  is  f ra n k ly  a n d  e x c lu s iv e ly  ra tio n a lis tic ,  o rd in a ry  re lig io u s-  

m in d e d  m e n  w ill n o t  g iv e  i t a  m o m e n t's  c o n s id e ra tio n . B u t  if  i t  c la im s  to  te a c h  th e  o ld  

d o c tr in e s , w h ile  a c c ep tin g  a ll th e  re su lts  o f  m o d e rn  c r itic ism  a n d  re se a rc h , th u s  

h a rm o n is in g  th e  o ld  a n d  th e  n e w ; if  i t  m a in ta in s  th a t, to  a c h ie v e  th is  e n d , a ll th a t  is  

re q u ire d  is  n o t  th e  d e s tru c tio n  b u t  th e  re in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  o ld  fo rm u la s  o f  b e lie f , i t  is  

m o re  l ik e ly  to  e n sn a re  th e  th o u g h tfu l a m o n g  re lig io u s  p e o p le . A n d  if , m o re o v e r, w h ile  

d o in g  th is , i t c la im s  to  m a k e  re lig io n  m o re  sp ir itu a l, m o re  p e rso n a l, b y  m a k in g  i t  m o re  a  

m a tte r  o f  in w a rd  sp ir itu a l e x p e r ie n c e , b y  d e v e lo p in g  i ts  m y s tica l s id e , i t is  m o re  l ik e ly  to  

e n sn a re  th e  d e v o u t.

B u t  th e  q u e s tio n  is , c a n  i t  b e  d o n e ?  T h a t C a th o lic ity  c a n  b e  re c o n c ile d  w ith  a ll th a t  is  

so u n d  in  m o d e rn  th o u g h t c a n n o t  b e  d o u b te d . B u t  th e  q u e s tio n  is , c a n  i t  b e  re c o n c ile d  w ith  

th a t fo rm  o f  m o d e rn  th o u g h t  w h ic h  is  im b u e d  w ith  th e  te a c h in g  o f  K a n t, a n d  

c o n se q u e n tly  ta in te d  w ith  ra tio n a lism ?  T h a t su c h  is  th e  q u e s tio n  a t is su e  w ill a p p e a r  m o re  

p la in ly  a s  w e  p ro c ee d . W e  sa id  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  th a t  th e  d a n g e r  o f  M o d e rn ism  l ie s  n o t so  

m u c h  in  i ts  a c tu a l te a c h in g  a s  in  i ts  sp ir it. T h e  sp ir it  o f  M o d e rn ism ,  w e  sh a ll h a v e  to  

sh o w , is  th e  ra tio n a lis tic  sp ir it  o f  K a n t. B u t  M o d e rn ism  is  n o t  o n ly  a n  a ttem p t  to  

a c c o m m o d a te  C a th o lic ity  to  m o d e rn  th o u g h t a s  in fe c te d  w ith  K a n t's  sp ir it. I t is  a n  

a tte m p t  to  a c c o m m o d a te  C a th o lic ity  to  K a n t's  v e ry  sy s te m . F o r  M o d e rn ism  is  b a sed  o n  

K a n t's  sy s te m  o f  p h ilo so p h y .

A n d  h e re  m a y  I  c ra v e  y o u r  in d u lg e n c e  w h ile  I  sa y  ju s t  so  m u c h  a b o u t th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  

K a n t  a s  is  n e c e ssa ry  to  re n d e r  o u r  su b je c t in te llig ib le . T h is  is  n e ith e r  th e  t im e  n o r  p la c e  to  

d isc u ss  K a n t's  p h ilo so p h y  a s  a  w h o le . A ll w e  a re  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  is  K a n t's  th e o ry  o f  

4



k n o w le d g e . A n d , fo r  o b v io u s  re a so n s , th a t c a n  b e  d e a lt  w ith  o n ly  in  b rie f  a n d  su m m a ry  

fa sh io n . B u t th a t w ill su ff ice  to  sh o w  i ts  b e a r in g  o n  o u r  su b je c t. K a n t, th e n , in  h is  

" C ritiq u e  o f  P u re  R e aso n ," la y s  d o w n  th is  p rin c ip le , th a t  th e  h u m a n  m in d  c a n n o t h a v e  

tru e  k n o w le d g e  o f  a n y th in g  b u t  th e  d a ta  o f  se n se  e x p e r ie n c e . In  o th e r  w o rd s , w h a t o u r  

se n se s  h a v e  n o  d ire c t  e x p e rie n c e  o f , th a t o u r  m in d  c a n n o t  k n o w . B u t o u r  se n se s  h a v e  

d ire c t  e x p e rie n c e  o f  o b je c ts  o f  se n se  a lo n e , o f  w h a t  w e  se e , a n d  h e a r , a n d  to u c h , a n d  

ta s te , a n d  sm e ll. T h e re fo re , th e se  p h e n o m e n a , a s  K a n t  w o u ld  c a ll th e m , a re  a ll w e  c a n  

k n o w . T h e y , a n d  th e y  a lo n e , a re  th e  ra w  m a te ria l o f  k n o w le d g e , to  b e  sh a p e d  a n d  

fa sh io n e d  in to  th e  f in ish e d  p ro d u c t o f  k n o w le d g e  b y  th e  a c tio n  o f  th e  se n se s  a n d  th e  

m in d , th ro u g h  th e  m e d iu m  o f  " sen se  fo rm s"  a n d  " m in d  fo rm s ,"  a n  a c tio n  th a t is  p u re ly  

su b je c tiv e , th a t is  to  sa y , d u e  to  th e  m a c h in e ry  o f  th e  m in d  i ts e lf. P h e n o m e n a ,  

a p p e a ra n ce s , th e n , a c c o rd in g  to  K a n t, a re  a ll w e  k n o w . B u t a re  a p p e a ra n c es  a ll th e re  is ?  

Is  th e re  n o  re a lity  u n d e rn e a th  th e  a p p e a ra n ce s?  T h e re  m a y  b e , K a n t  w o u ld  sa y . T h e re  

m a y  b e  b e n e a th  th e  p h e n o m e n a  w h a t  h e  c a lls  a  " n o u m e n o n ," a  th in g  in  i ts e lf . A n d  th e  

h u m a n  m in d  m a y  su rm ise  i ts  e x is te n c e . N a y , th e  m in d  m a y  g o  fu r th e r . I t m a y  p ro m p t a  

m a n  to  a c t  fo r  a ll p ra c tic a l p u rp o se s  a s  if  th a t  th in g  d id  re a lly  e x is t. T h e  m in d  m a y  h o ld  

i ts  e x is te n ce  a s  a  " re g u la tiv e  p rin c ip le  o f  c o n d u c t,"  a s  a  " p ra c tic a l p o s tu la te  o f  re a so n ."  

B u t, fo r  a ll th a t, th e  m in d  c a n n o t k n o w  i ts  e x is te n c e . W h y  n o t?  B e c a u se  th a t  th in g , th a t  

re a lity , is  n o t  m a tte r o f  th e  e x p e rie n c e  o f  th e  se n se s . A n d  K a n t's  th e o ry  o f  k n o w le d g e  

l im its  r ig id ly  k n o w led g e  p ro p e r ly  so -c a lle d  to  th e  d a ta  o f  se n se  e x p e r ie n c e . K n o w le d g e , 

c a n n o t  tra n sc e n d  e x p e r ie n c e , is  K a n t's  d ic tu m . A n d  th e re fo re  k n o w le d g e  c a n n o t p e n e tra te  

to  th in g s . K n o w le d g e  o f  p h e n o m e n a  d o e s  n o t  h e lp  i t  to  d o  so . F o r  th a t  k n o w le d g e  n e ith e r  

p ro v e s  th e  e x is te n c e  n o r  m a n ife s ts  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  th in g  in  i ts e lf. I t  is  o n ly  th e  p ro d u c t 

o f  th e  m a c h in e ry  o f  o u r  o w n  m in d .

N o w , a  th e o ry  l ik e  th is  se e m s  a t  f irs t s ig h t  re p u g n a n t  to  c o m m o n  se n se . F o r  e x a m p le , I  

a m  s ta n d in g  o n  th e  p la tfo rm  o f  a  ra ilw a y  s ta tio n  a n d  a n  e x p re s s  ru n s  th ro u g h . T o  sa y  th a t  

I k n o w  n o th in g  a b o u t  th e  tra in  b u t  w h a t  m e e ts  th e  se n se s  —  th e  ru sh  o f  a ir , o r  o f  s te a m , 

th e  ro a r , th e  b u s tle , th e  sp e e d , th e  f la sh  o f  th e  l ig h ts , th e  ra ttle  o f  th e  c a rs  o n  th e  m e ta ls , 

th e  w h is tle  o f  th e  e n g in e  —  se e m s  a t f irs t  p re p o s te ro u s . B u t  th a t  is  h a rd ly  a  fa ir  a n d  

a d e q u a te  p re se n tm e n t o f  K a n t's  th e o ry . T h a t  th e o ry  is  n o t  so  e a s ily  d isp o sed  o f . I t  w o u ld  

b e  a  m is ta k e , a  m is ta k e  so m e tim e s  m a d e , I  th in k , b y  C a th o lic  o p p o n e n ts  o f  K a n t, to  

tra v e s ty  K a n t's  sy s te m  a n d  th e n  h o ld  i t u p  to  r id icu le . I t is  e a sy  to  r id ic u le  i t , b u t  i t  n e e d s  

to  b e  m e t. K a n t  w a s  a  se r io u s  th in k e r , a n d , n o tw ith s ta n d in g  h is  e rro rs , h e  w a s  a  d e e p  a n d  

o rig in a l th in k e r . A n d  h e re  w e  m u s t re m e m b e r  h e  is  o c c u p ie d  w ith  a  p ro b le m  w h ic h  h a s  

b a ff le d  so m e  o f  th e  a c u te s t in te lle c ts  th e  w o rld  h a s  e v e r  se e n , th e  p ro b le m  o f  w h a t  w e  

k n o w  a n d  h o w  w e  k n o w  i t . T h a t  is  a  q u e s tio n  th a t c a n n o t b e  se ttle d  o ff-h a n d . W e  a re  n o t  

p re su m in g  to  se ttle  i t  n o w . W e  a re  o n ly  c o n c e rn e d  to  p o in t  o u t  a  m is ta k e  m a d e  b y  K a n t in  

d e a lin g  w ith  i t . In  w o rk in g  o u t  h is  th e o ry  o f  c o g n itio n ,  K a n t  to o k  th is  a s  h is  s ta rtin g -  

p o in t: th a t  th e  la w s  b y  w h ic h  th e  h u m a n  m in d  w o rk s  re n d e r  i t in c a p a b le  o f  k n o w in g  w ith  

tru e  in te lle c tu a l k n o w le d g e  a n y th in g  b e y o n d  th e  d a ta  o f  se n se  e x p e r ie n c e . T h a t  w a s  a  

fa lse  s ta r t a n d  i t  v itia te d  K a n t's  w h o le  sy s te m .

In  c o n tra -d is tin c tio n  to  K a n t's  p h ilo so p h y  th e re  is  w h a t  w e  m a y  c a ll C a th o lic  p h ilo so p h y .  

C a th o lic  p h ilo so p h y  a g re es  w ith  K a n t  in  sa y in g  th a t k n o w le d g e  m u s t  h a v e  se n se  

e x p e rie n c e  fo r  i ts  b a s is . T h e re  c a n  b e  n o th in g  in  th e  in te lle c t  th a t  h a s  n o t  c o m e  d ire c tly  o r  
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in d ire c tly  th ro u g h  th e  se n se s . C a th o lic  p h ilo so p h y  a g ree s  w ith  K a n t  th e n  in  h o ld in g  th a t  

k n o w le d g e  b e g in s  w ith  th e  e x p e rie n c e  o f  th e  se n se s . I t  d iffe rs  f ro m  K a n t in  sa y in g  th a t  i t 

d o e s  n o t  e n d  th e re . C a th o lic  p h ilo so p h y  h o ld s  th a t  th e  m in d  re c o g n ise s  th a t  th e  o b je c ts  

p re se n te d  to  th e  se n se s  a re  re a l th in g s , a n d  th a t  i ts  k n o w led g e  re g a rd in g  th e m  is  tru e  

k n o w le d g e . O p in io n s  m a y  d iffe r a s  to  th e  p ro c e s s , b u t  a ll C a th o lic  p h ilo so p h y  is  a g re e d  

a s  to  th e  fa c t.

T o  su m  u p , K a n t  w o u ld  sa y : w e  k n o w  p h e n o m e n a  o n ly  a n d , a s  to  th e  th in g  i ts e lf , a t  m o s t  

w e  c a n  o n ly  su rm ise  i ts  e x is te n c e  a s  o c c a s io n in g  th e  p h e n o m e n a  w e  k n o w . C a th o lic  

p h ilo so p h y  w o u ld  sa y : w e  k n o w  th e  p h e n o m e n a  a n d  th ro u g h  th e  p h e n o m e n a  w e  k n o w  

th e  th in g ; fo r  th e  p h e n o m e n a  a re  n o t  th e  c re a tio n s  o f  o u r  se n se s , b u t  th e  th in g  i ts e lf  a s  

m a n ife s t  to  u s . T h e  b e a r in g  u p o n  fa ith  o f  th is  th e o ry  o f  K a n t  is  o b v io u s  a t o n c e . K a n t 

m a in ta in s  th a t  th e  h u m a n  in te lle c t  k n o w s  p h e n o m e n a , a p p e a ra n c es  a lo n e . B u t G o d  a n d  

th e  th in g s  o f  G o d , th e  su p e rn a tu ra l tru th s  o f  fa ith , a re  n o t  a p p e a ra n c e s . " F a ith  is  th e  

e v id e n c e  o f  th in g s  th a t a p p e a r  n o t"  (H eb . i i . i) . A re  w e  to  sa y  th a t  G o d  a n d  th e  th in g s  o f  

G o d  a re  in c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  k n o w n  b y  u s?  S t  P a u l to ld  th e  R o m a n s  th a t " th e  in v is ib le  

th in g s  o f  G o d  a re  c le a rly  se e n , b e in g  u n d e rs to o d  b y  th e  th in g s  th a t a re  m a d e , H is  e te rn a l 

p o w e r  a lso , a n d  d iv in ity "  (R o m . i . 2 0 ) . A re  w e  to  sa y  th a t  th e  in v is ib le  th in g s  o f  G o d  

c a n n o t  b e  c le a r ly  se e n , c a n n o t  b e  u n d e rs to o d  b y  th e  th in g s  th a t a re  m a d e ?  C e rta in ly , sa y  

th e  m o re  th o ro u g h -g o in g  d isc ip le s  o f  K a n t. T h e se  th in g s  a re  u n k n o w a b le . A n d  G o d  

H im se lf  is  th e  G re a t  U n k n o w a b le , th e  G re a t U n k n o w n . S o  sp o k e  th a t d isc ip le  o f  K a n t, 

H e rb e r t S p e n c e r, th e  a g n o s tic . A n d  a t  f irs t s ig h t i t  w o u ld  c e r ta in ly  se e m  th a t  in  sp e a k in g  

th u s  H e rb e r t S p e n c e r  w a s  fo llo w in g  o u t  th e  p re m is se s  o f  K a n t  to  th e ir  lo g ic a l c o n c lu s io n .  

A t  f irs t s ig h t  th e  lo g ic a l c o n c lu s io n  o f  K a n t's  sy s te m  w o u ld  se e m  to  b e  a g n o s tic ism . B u t  

K a n t, to  d o  h im  ju s tic e , w a s  n o t  m in d e d  to  b e  a n  a g n o s tic  in  th e  s tr ic t se n se . K a n t  w a s  

w h a t is  c a lle d  in  G e rm a n y  a  P ie tis t , w h a t  w e  sh o u ld  c a ll in  E n g la n d  p e rh ap s  a n  

e v a n g e lic a l o f  th e  M e th o d is t ty p e . B u t  K a n t's  p re m is se s  se e m ed  to  le a d  to  a g n o s tic ism .  

T h e n  h e  m u s t d e v ise  so m e  w a y  o f  e sc a p e  f ro m  su c h  a  c o n c lu s io n . A n d  th e  w a y  o f  e sc a p e  

h e  d e v ised  w a s  th is . I t  is  tru e , h e  sa id , th a t  G o d  c a n n o t b e  k n o w n  b y  th e  in te lle c t. T h a t  is  

a ll I  m a in ta in . B u t  w e  h a v e  a n o th e r  fa c u lty  b y  w h ic h  G o d  c a n  b e  a tta in e d . T h a t o th e r  

fa c u lty  K a n t c a lle d  th e  P ra c tic a l R e a so n . A n d  so  w e  h a v e  K a n t's  " C ritiq u e  o f  P ra c tic a l  

R e a so n "  to  su p p le m e n t h is  " C ritiq u e  o f  P u re  R e a so n ."  O u r  p u re  re a so n , K a n t sa id , o u r  

sp e c u la tiv e  re a so n , c a n n o t  in d e e d  a tta in  to  G o d  a n d  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l, b u t o u r  p ra c tica l 

re a so n  c a n . F o r  o u r  p ra c tic a l re a so n  p o s tu la te s  G o d  a s  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  m o ra l o rd e r . S o  fa r  

o u r  p ra c tic a l re a so n  re v e a ls  to  u s  th e  n e e d  o f  G o d  a n d  b id s  u s  te n d  to  H im  a s  o u r  Id e a l.  

A n d  so  b y  o u r  p ra c tic a l re a so n  w e  c a n  b e  b ro u g h t  in to  to u c h  w ith  G o d , th o u g h  b y  p u re  

re a so n  w e  c a n n o t.

T h is  m u c h  i t  w a s  n e c e ssa ry  to  sa y  o f  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  K a n t —  p e rh a p s  I  sh o u ld  a p o lo g ise  

fo r  sa y in g  so  m u c h  —  a s  a  p re lim in a ry  to  sh o w in g  th a t  M o d e rn ism  is  fo u n d e d  o n  K a n t's  

sy s te m . S o m e th in g  h a s  b e e n  sa id  a lre ad y  a b o u t th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  K a n t  o n  th o se  w h o  c a m e  

a f te r  h im . T h a t  in f lu en c e  m a y  b e  tru ly  sa id  to  h a v e  b e e n  e n o rm o u s . H e  is  h e ld  to  h a v e  

d o n e  m u c h  to  so lv e  th e  p ro b le m  o f  k n o w led g e  w h ic h  h a d  p u z z led  th in k e rs  l ik e  D e sc a rte s , 

a n d  S p in o z a , a n d  L o c k e , a n d  B e rk e le y , a n d  H u m e . T h e  sy s te m s o f  F ic h te , S c h e llin g , 

H e g e l, S c h o p e n h a u e r , e v e n  th o u g h  th e y  d iffe r  f ro m  K a n t's , o w e  m u c h  to  h is . M e n  a s  

w id e ly  d iffe re n t in  th e ir  v ie w s  a s  G o e th e , Jo h n  P a u l R ic h te r, v o n  H u m b o ld t, S trau ss ,
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R e n a n , a n d , in  o u r  c o u n try , D a rw in , H e rb e r t S p e n c e r, H u x le y , T h o m a s  C a rly le , sh o w  

tra ce s  o f  h is  in f lu e n c e . W e  c a tc h  e c h o e s  o f  h is  te a c h in g  e v e n  in  p o e try , in  th e  p o e m s  o f  

S c h ille r  in  K a n t's  n a tiv e  la n d , in  th e  p o e m s  o f  T e n n y so n  in  o u r  o w n . S o m e  o f  y o u  m a y  

re m e m b e r  th e  l in e s  in  T e n n y so n 's  " In  M e m o ria m ": " W e  h a v e  b u t fa ith , w e  c a n n o t k n o w , 

F o r  k n o w le d g e  is  o f  th in g s  w e  se e ."  T h a t  is  a  p o e tic a l re n d e rin g  o f  K a n t's  d ic tu m  th a t 

k n o w le d g e  is  c o n f in e d  to  p h e n o m e n a . A n d , l ik e  so  m a n y  o th e rs , th e  M o d e rn is ts , a s  w ill 

b e  se e n  in  th e  se q u e l, h a v e  fa lle n  u n d e r  th e  sp e ll o f  K a n t. I t is  n o t su rp r is in g  th e n  th a t 

th e ir  e ffo r t  to  re c o n c ile  C a th o lic ity  w ith  m o d e m  th o u g h t sh o u ld  s ta r t  w ith  a n  a tte m p t  to  

re c o n c ile  C a th o lic  fa ith  w ith  K a n t's  th e o ry  o f  k n o w le d g e .®  H o w  th a t a tte m p t  w a s  m a d e , 

a n d  w ith  w h a t su c c e s s , w e  sh a ll h o p e  to  sh o w  in  th e  fo llo w in g  le c tu re s .

{ 1 } " B e n ig n i in  M isc e lla n e a ,"  Ja n u a ry , 1 9 0 4 .

{ 2 }  A u g u s te  S a b a tie r, " E sq u is se ,"  p . 3 5 9 .

{ 3 ] S e e  " M e d iae v a lism ," T y rre ll , p . 1 1 0 , w h e re  th e  w rite r , th o u g h  h e  la b o u rs  to  sh o w  

th a t h is  th e o ry  is  n o t  d e r iv ed  f ro m  K a n t, d o e s  n o t  d e n y  th a t  i t is  th e  sa m e  a s  K a n t's . C p . 

" R isp o s ta  a ll ' E n c ic lic a ,"  p . 9 9 : " T h e  c o n c e p ts  w h ic h  se rv ed  a s  a  b a s is  fo r  th e se  

a rg u m e n ts  ( th e  a rg u m e n ts  b y  w h ic h  sc h o la s tic s  p ro v e  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  o u r  k n o w led g e  o f  

G o d )  h a v e  lo s t, o w in g  to  th e  la b o u rs  o f  p o s t-K a n tia n  c r itic ism , th e  c h a rac te r  o f  a b so lu te  

tru th  w h ic h  th e  A ris to te lia n s o f  th e  M id d le  A g e s  a ttrib u te d  to  th e m ,"  a n d  p . 7 5 , " W e  

a d h e re  to  th e  C ritiq u e  o f  P u re  R e a so n  o f  K a n t a n d  S p e n c e r ."

Lecture II

Modernism and Catholicism

T H E R E  is  a  s tr ik in g  p a ssag e  in  th e  l ife  o f  a  g re a t sc ie n tis t o f  o u r  o w n  c o u n try , C le rk  

M a x w e ll. H e  is  k n o w n  to  m a n y  o f  y o u , I  d a re  sa y , a s  a  fo rm e r  d is tin g u ish e d  P ro fe s so r  o f  

P h y s ic s  a t C a m b rid g e  U n iv e rs ity , a n d  a s  th e  g re a t a u th o rity  o n  e le c tro m ag n e tism ,  a n d  th e  

o rig in a to r o f  th e  e le c tro -m a g n e tic  th e o ry  o f  l ig h t. H e  w a s  a  sc ie n tific  m a n  o f  th e  f irs t  

ra n k , a n d  a t th e  sa m e  t im e  a  d e e p ly  re lig io u s  m a n . In  th e  y e a r 1 8 7 6  th e  th e n  A n g lica n  

B ish o p  o f  G lo u c e s te r a n d  B ris to l -  th e  w e ll-k n o w n  D r  E llic o tt  -  h a d  o c c as io n  to  w rite  to  

M a x w e ll u p o n  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  re c o n c ilin g  th e  te a ch in g  o f  sc ie n ce  w ith  th e  te a ch in g  o f  

G e n e s is , a n d  th e  a n sw e r  g iv e n  b y  M a x w e ll in  su b s ta n c e  a m o u n te d  to  th is : P e o p le  a re  

fo n d  o f  ta lk in g  o f  th e  la te s t re su lt o f  sc ie n c e , w h e n  w h a t  th e y  m e a n  is  o fte n  a  p u re ly  

c o n je c tu ra l h y p o th e s is . T h e se  h y p o th e se s a re  c o n s ta n tly  c h a n g in g , a n d  I  a d v ise  y o u  n o t  to  

p in  y o u r  in te rp re tio n  o f  G e n e s is  to  a  c o n je c tu ra l h y p o th e s is  o f  th is  k in d , a s  th e  sc ie n ce  o f  

1 8 9 6  m a y  n o t  a g re e  w ith  th e  sc ie n c e  o f  1 8 7 6 . M a x w e ll 's m e a n in g  w a s  p la in  e n o u g h . T h e  

so -c a lled  la te s t  re su lt o f  sc ie n ce  is  o fte n  o n ly  a  w o rk in g  th e o ry , g o o d  fo r  to d a y , b u t l ia b le  

to  b e  re je c te d  to -m o rro w  in  fa v o u r  o f  o n e  th a t  w o rk s  b e tte r . I f  th e  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  

S c rip tu re  is  b a se d  u p o n  a  w o rk in g  th e o ry  o f  th e  m o m e n t, w h e n  th a t  w o rk in g  th e o ry  h a s  

g o n e , w h a t  b e c o m e s  o f  S c rip tu re ?  Is  th a t  to  g o  to o ?  S c ie n tif ic  th e o r ie s  p a ss , b u t  H o ly  

S c rip tu re  re m a in s . L e t u s  b e  su re  th a t  th e  sc ie n ce  w e  a re  try in g  to  re co n c ile  w ith  fa ith  is  

n o t m e re ly  so m e  te m p o ra ry  sc ie n tif ic  e x p e d ien t. T h a t  is  a  c a u tio n  M o d e rn is ts  w o u ld  h a v e  
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d o n e  w e ll to  b e a r  in  m in d . I t  m ig h t h a v e  d e te rre d  th e m  f ro m  th e  a tte m p t w h ic h , w e  sa id  

in  o u r  la s t  le c tu re  is  m a d e  b y  M o d e rn ism  to  re c o n c ile  C a th o lic ism  w ith  K a n t's  th e o ry  o f  

k n o w le d g e . T h a t a tte m p t  w e  h a v e  n o w  to  c o n s id e r.

W e  h a v e  se e n  so m e th in g  a lre ad y  o f  w h a t  K a n t's  te a c h in g  is . W e  m a y  re m in d  o u rse lv es  

n o w  o f  w h a t  C a th o lic  te a c h in g  is . W e  sh a ll th e n  b e  in  a  b e tte r  p o s itio n  to  ju d g e  o f  th is  

a tte m p t to  h a rm o n ise  th e  tw o . In  w h a t  I  h a v e  to  sa y  I  a m  n o t  u n d e r ta k in g  to  p ro v e  th e  

tru th  o f  th e  C a th o lic  c o n c e p tio n  o f  C h ris tia n ity ; I  p ro p o se  to  s ta te  i t o n ly , a n d , b rie fly  

s ta te d , i t c o m e s  to  th is .

I t is  a  fa c t, a n  e v e n t o f  h is to ry , th a t G o d  th e  S o n  to o k  f le sh  o f  a  v irg in  m o th e r , a n d  w a s  

m a d e  m a n , th e  G o d -M a n , W h o m  w e  k n o w  a s  Je su s  C h ris t. I t is  a  fa c t th a t  H e  f irs t  

d e liv e re d  H is  d o c trin e  b y  w o rd  o f  m o u th  to  H is  A p o s tle s , a n d  th a t  th e y ' d e liv e re d  i t a lso  

b y  w o rd  o f  m o u th  to  th e  b o d y  o f  b e lie v e rs . T h a t  is  R e v e la tio n , a s  C a th o lic s  u n d e rs ta n d  i t . 

R e v e la tio n , th e n  —  o b se rv e  w e  a re  sp e a k in g  n o w  n o t  o f  p riv a te  re v e la tio n s , l ik e  th o se  

v o u c h sa fe d  to  p ro p h e ts  u n d e r  th e  o ld  la w , o r  to  sa in ts  u n d e r  th e  n e w , b u t  o f  p u b lic  

re v e la tio n  —  is  so m e th in g  e x te rn a l. In  i ts  e ffe c t  i t  is  o f  c o u rse  in te rn a l, e n lig h te n in g  th e  

m in d  w ith in . B u t  in  i ts  o rig in  i t is  f ro m  w ith o u t, tra n sm itted  b y  o ra l c o m m u n ica tio n  f ro m  

C h ris t, a n d  f ro m  th o se  c o m m iss io n e d  to  sp e a k  in  C h ris t 's  n a m e : " H e  th a t h e a re th  y o u  

h e a re th  m e ." S o  m u c h  a s  to  R e v e la tio n . In  th e  n e x t  p la c e , i t  is  a  fa c t th a t  th e  b e lie v e rs  in  

th is  re v e la tio n  w e re  c o n s titu te d  b y  C h ris t H im se lf  in to  a  b o d y  w h ic h  H e  c a lled  th e  

C h u rc h . T o  th a t  C h u rc h  H e  g a v e  a  fo rm  o f  g o v e rn m e n t w h ic h  w e  c a ll h ie ra rc h ic a l,  th a t  is  

th e  sa c re d  ru le  o f  th e  p rie s th o o d ; a  g o v e rn m e n t n o t  d e m o c ra tic  b u t  h ie ra rc h ic a l,  w ith  

P e te r  a n d  P e te r 's  su c c e s so rs  a t i ts  h e a d , a s  su p re m e  te a ch e rs  o f  C h ris t 's  tru th , a n d  su p re m e  

ru le rs  w ith  th e  p o w e rs  re q u is ite  to  su p p o r t  th e ir  te a c h in g . T h a t is  th e  C h u rc h , a s  C a th o lic s  

—  u n d e rs ta n d  i t .

O n c e  m o re , th e  d o c tr in e s  w h ic h  C h ris t re v e a le d , e ith e r  d ire c tly  o r  th ro u g h  th e  C h u rc h , 

w e re  in  m a n y  c a se s  tru th s  su p e r io r  to  re a so n , b e y o n d  th e  p o w e r  o f  re a so n  to  d isc o v e r ,  

a n d , w h e n  d isc o v e re d  b y  o th e r  m e a n s , b e y o n d  th e  p o w e r  o f  re a so n  to  c o m p re h e n d . I t 

w o u ld  n o t  b e  d iff icu lt to  sh o w  th a t, to  b e lie v e  su c h  su p e rn a tu ra l tru th s  a s  th e y  sh o u ld  b e  

b e lie v e d , w ith  sa v in g  b e lie f , su p e rn a tu ra l a id  is  re q u ire d . T h a t su p e rn a tu ra l a id  w e  c a ll 

th e  g if t o f  F a ith . F a ith , th e n , is  a  su p e rn a tu ra l g if t o f  G o d  fo r  th e  a c q u is itio n  o f  tru th  in  

th e  su p e rn a tu ra l o rd e r , ju s t  a s  re a so n  is  a  n a tu ra l g if t o f  G o d  fo r  th e  a c q u is itio n  o f  tru th  in  

th e  n a tu ra l o rd e r . T h a t is  F a ith , a s  C a th o lic s  u n d e rs ta n d  i t .

A g a in , a s  th e se  su p e rn a tu ra l tru th s  o f  fa ith  a re  p ro p o se d  to  m e  b y  th e  C h u rc h , if  I a m  to  

b e lie v e  a t a ll, I  m u s t  b e lie v e  th e m  o n  th e  w o rd  o f  G o d , o f  c o u rse , b u t  o n  th e  w o rd  o f  G o d  

m a d e  k n o w n  to  m e  b y  th e  C h u rc h . F o r , if  I  w a n t  to  k n o w  a  tru th , a n d  c a n n o t  g e t to  k n o w  

i t b y  th e  u se  o f  m y  o w n  re a so n , a n d  y e t  th e  tru th  is  th e re , th e re  is  o n ly  o n e  w a y  in  w h ic h  

i t  c a n  b e  m a d e  k n o w n  to  m e  —  so m e b o d y  m u s t te ll m e . A n d  C h ris t h a s  a p p o in ted  th e  

C h u rc h  to  te ll m e . B u t  to  b e lie v e  b e c a u se  so m e b o d y  te lls  m e  is  to  b e lie v e  o n  a u th o r ity .  

H e n c e  th e  n e e d  o f  a u th o r ity  in  m a tte rs  o f  F a ith . A n d  th a t is  C h u rc h  A u th o r ity , a s  

C a th o lic s  u n d e rs ta n d  i t .
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F u rth e r , if  th e  C h u rc h  is  to  te ll m e  th e se  tru th s  so  th a t  I  m a y  b e lie v e  th e m , th e n  th e  

C h u rc h  m u s t sp e a k  p la in ly . F o r , if  th e  C h u rc h  is  n o t c le a r  in  h e r  s ta tem e n ts , h o w  a m  I  to  

b e  c le a r  in  m y  b e lie f?  T h e  C h u rc h  m u s t fo rm u la te  h e r  d o c trin e  in  la n g u a g e  c le a r  a n d  

d e f in ite  a n d  p re c ise , A n d  tru th s  so  fo rm u la te d  a re  w h a t a re  te rm e d  D o g m a s . T h a t  is  

D o g m atic  te a c h in g , a s  C a th o lic s  u n d e rs ta n d  i t .

H e re  w e  h a v e  c le a r n o tio n s  u p o n  su c h  p o in ts  a s  R e v e la tio n ,  th e  C h u rc h , F a ith , A u th o r ity ,  

D o g m a . A n d , ta k e n  to g e th e r , th e se  c o n s titu te  a  su m m a ry , b rie f  a n d  in c o m p le te , b u t  

c o rrec t so  fa r  a s  i t  g o e s , o f  C h ris tia n ity , a s  C a th o lic s  u n d e rs ta n d  i t . T h is , th e n , is  th e  

C a th o lic  c o n c e p tio n  o f  C h ris tia n ity .

N o w  M o d e rn ism  u n d e r ta k e s  to  re co n c ile  C a th o lic  C h ris tia n ity  w ith  m o d e m  th o u g h t.  

W e ll a n d  g o o d . I f  M o d e rn ism  is  to  d o  th a t, th e  C h ris tia n ity  ju s t  d e sc r ib e d  is  w h a t i t h a s  

g o t  to  re c o n c ile  w ith  m o d e rn  th o u g h t. L e t u s  se e  h o w  M o d e rn ism  se ts  a b o u t  i t .

In  th e  f irs t  p la c e , th e  M o d e rn is t  b e g in s  w ith  a  p h ilo so p h ic a l a s su m p tio n  w h ic h  th o se  w h o  

h a v e  fo llo w e d  th e  la s t le c tu re  w ill h a v e  n o  d iffic u lty  in  re c o g n is in g . T h a t a s su m p tio n  is  

th a t a ll w e  k n o w  w ith  in te lle c tu a l k n o w led g e  is  n o t  re a lity , b u t  o n ly  a p p e a ra n c e s .

P h e n o m e n a  w e  k n o w  —  th e  M o d e rn is t sa y s  —  b u t a s  to  th in g s , th o se  w e  d o  n o t  k n o w , a n d  

c a n n o t. T h a t, a s  w e  sa w  in  o u r  la s t le c tu re , is  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  K a n t, p u re  a n d  s im p le . 

A n d  w h a t fo llo w s  f ro m  th is , a s  w a s  sa id  th e n , is  th a t  w e  c a n n o t k n o w  w ith  in te lle c tu a l 

k n o w le d g e  G o d  a n d  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l. S o  fa r  th e  M o d e rn is t a g re e s  w ith  K a n t.®  B u t  h e  

a g re e s  w ith  h im  a lso  in  sa y in g  th a t  w e  h a v e  a n o th e r  m e a n s  o f  re a c h in g  G o d  a n d  th e  

su p e rn a tu ra l. K a n t c a lls  th a t o th e r  m e a n s  th e  P ra c tic a l R e a so n . T h e  M o d e rn is t p re fe rs  to  

c a ll i t  th e  R e lig io u s  S e n tim e n t, o r  R e lig io u s  E x p e r ie n c e .®  A n d  th e  M o d e rn is t a rg u es  in  

th is  w ise : " M a n , h e  sa y s , fe e ls  w ith in  h im se lf  in s tin c tiv e ly  th e  n e e d  o f  th e  D iv in e . T h a t 

n e e d  o f  th e  D iv in e  e x c ite s  in  h im  a  c o rre sp o n d in g  se n tim e n t, a  se n tim e n t d e sc r ib e d  b y  

o n e  o f  th e  M o d e rn is ts  a s  'th e  c e a se le s s  p a lp ita tio n  o f  th e  h u m a n  so u l p a n tin g  fo r  th e  

D iv in e ' (B u isso n ) . T h a t se n tim e n t is  th e  R e lig io u s  S e n tim e n t, a n d  is  G o d  re v e a lin g  

h im se lf  to  th e  so u l o f  th e  m a n . T h u s  c o n s id e re d , th a t  R e lig io u s  S e n tim e n t  is  R e v e la tio n . 

F u rth e r, th e  R e lig io u s S e n tim e n t  u n ite s  th e  so u l w ith  G o d , i t is  a n  'in w a rd  re c o g n itio n  o f  

G o d , a  re sp o n se  o f  sp ir it to  sp ir it . '®  T h u s  c o n s id e re d , th e  R e lig io u s  S e n tim e n t is  F a ith ."

H e re , th e n , w e  h a v e  R e v e la tio n  a n d  F a ith , a s  M o d e rn is ts  u n d e rs ta n d  th e m , a n d  o b se rv e  

th e  c o n tra s t  w ith  th e  C a th o lic  n o tio n s  o f  R e v e la tio n  a n d  F a ith , a s  ju s t  d e sc r ib e d , In  th e  

C a th o lic  se n se , R e v e la tio n  is  so m e th in g  e x te rn a l, so m e th in g  th a t c o m e s  to  th e  so u l f ro m  

w ith o u t, f ro m  th e  o ra l te a c h in g  o f  C h ris t a n d  th e  C h u rc h , a n d  F a ith  is  a c c ep ta n c e  o f  th a t  

R e v e la tio n . In  th e  M o d e rn is t se n se , R e v e la tio n  is  w h o lly  in te rn a l, a  p sy c h o lo g ic a l 

e x p e r ie n c e , a n d  F a ith  is  th e  so u l 's  re sp o n se  to  i t . T o  th e  C a th o lic , R e v e la tio n  is  s ta te m e n t,  

a n d  F a ith  is  b e lie f  in  th e  s ta tem e n t  m a d e . T o  th e  M o d e rn is t, R e v e la tio n  a n d  F a ith  a re  

e x p e rie n c e .®  T o  th e  C a th o lic , th e  c o n te n t  o f  R e v e la tio n , w h ic h  is  th e  o b je c t o f  F a ith , is  

tru th  a d d re s se d  to  th e  in te llig e n ce . T o  th e  M o d e rn is t, i t is  tru th  a d d re s se d  to  th e  fe e lin g s , 

to  th e  e m o tio n a l fa c u lty . T h a t  b rin g s  re lig io n  p e r ilo u s ly  n e a r  to  M a tth e w  A rn o ld 's  

d e f in itio n  o f  re lig io n : " M o ra lity  to u c h e d  w ith  e m o tio n ."
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A g a in  —  th e  M o d e rn is t  p ro c e e d s  —  G o d  th u s  a p p re h e n d e d  b y  th e  re lig io u s se n tim e n t, is  

in d w e llin g , im m a n e n t in  th e  so u l, a n d  th is  d o c trin e  o f  G o d  in d w e llin g  in  th e  so u l a n d  

a p p re h e n d ed  a s  re v ea lin g  H im se lf  to  th e  so u l, n o t  b y  m e a n s  o f  a n y  e x te rn a l te a c h in g ,  b u t  

th ro u g h  th e  so u l 's  in w a rd  e x p e r ie n c e , is  th e  M o d e rn is t  d o c trin e  o f  V ita l Im m a n e n ce .®  

H e re  w e  re c o g n ise  K a n t's  in f lu en c e  a g a in . I t is  tru e  th a t  th e o r ie s  o f  im m a n e n c e  a re  o ld e r  

th a n  K a n t. In  o n e  fo rm  o r  a n o th e r  th e y  a re  a s  o ld  a s  p h ilo so p h y  i ts e lf, a s  o ld  a s  th e  S to ic s , 

a t le a s t. A n d  th e re  is  a  th e o ry  o f  im m a n e n c e  w h ic h  is  tru e .®  B u t K a n t's  w a s  a  fa lse  th e o ry  

o f  im m a n en c e , a n d  th e  V ita l Im m a n e n c e  o f  th e  M o d e rn is ts  is  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th a t.®

W e  h a v e  se e n  w h a t  th e  M o d e rn is t  u n d e rs ta n d s  b y  R e v e la tio n  a n d  F a ith . T h e y  d e p e n d  

u p o n  V ita l Im m a n e n c e , a n d  a re  re d u c ib le  to  R e lig io u s  E x p e r ie n c e . N o w  i t is  n a tu ra l th a t 

a  m a n  sh o u ld  w ish  to  g iv e  so m e  a c c o u n t  to  h im se lf  o f  h is  re lig io u s  e x p e r ie n c e , th a t  h e  

sh o u ld  w ish  to  in te rp re t i t to  h im se lf , to  tran s la te  h is  re lig io u s  e x p e rie n c e  in to  w o rd s . A n d  

fo r  th is  p u rp o se  h is  re a so n  b e g in s  to  w o rk  u p o n  h is  re lig io u s se n tim e n t. S o  th e  M o d e rn is t 

is  a b le  to  sa y  th a t  h is  re lig io n  is  n o t  a  m e re  m a tte r  o f  se n tim e n t, b u t o f  re a so n  a s  w e ll. T h e  

M o d e rn is t  th e n  b rin g s  h is  re a so n  to  b e a r  u p o n  th e  re lig io u s se n tim e n t, a n d  tr ie s  to  e x p re s s  

in  la n g u ag e  h is  re lig io u s  e x p e r ie n c e . H e  a d m its  h e  c a n  d o  so  o n ly  in  la n g u a g e  v e ry  v a g u e  

a n d  in d e f in ite , 'in  te rm s  q u ite  in a d e q u a te  to  e x p re ss  h is  in n e r  e x p e r ie n c e , in  te rm s  in  fa c t 

l i tt le  b e tte r  th a n  sy m b o ls  o f  th e  re lig io u s  e x p e rie n c e  w ith in  h im , sy m b o ls  th a t sh if t a n d  

c h a n g e  a n d  n e e d  to  b e  m o d if ie d  a s  h is  re lig io u s  e x p e rie n c e  u n d e rg o e s  m o d ific a tio n . 

T h e se  v a g u e  a n d  v a r ia b le  s ta te m e n ts a re  w h a t  M o d e rn is ts  c a ll D o g m a . T h e y  a re  

" te n ta tiv e  a n d  p ro v is io n a l  fo rm u la s ." ®  C o n tra s t th is  D o g m a  o f  th e  M o d e rn is ts  w ith  

D o g m a  a s  u n d e rs to o d  b y  th e  C a th o lic . T o  th e  C a th o lic , D o g m a  is  so m e th in g  f ix e d ,  

p re c ise , so m e th in g  s ta b le  a n d  im m u ta b le ; to  th e  M o d e rn is t, D o g m a  is  " a  te n ta tiv e  a n d  

p ro v is io n a l fo rm u la ."  B u t —  th e  M o d e rn is t c o n tin u e s  —  to  th e  m a n  w h o  b e lie v e s , i t is  

n a tu ra l to  w ish  n o t o n ly  to  e x p la in  h is  fa ith  to  h im se lf , b u t  a lso  to  c o m m u n ic a te  i t  to  

o th e rs . T h e  M o d e rn is t  d o e s  so  b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  d o g m a s  ju s t d e sc r ib e d . T h e se  d o g m a s  a re  

th e  o u tc o m e  o f  th e  re lig io u s  e x p e rie n c e  o f  h is  in d iv id u a l c o n sc ie n c e . B y  c o m m u n ic a tin g  

th e se  d o g m a s , h e  a s so c ia te s  h is  in d iv id u a l c o n sc ie n c e  w ith  th e  c o n sc ie n c e s  o f  o th e rs , a n d  

th is  a s so c ia tio n  o f  in d iv id u a l c o n sc ien c e s  fo rm s  th e  C o lle c tiv e  C o n sc ie n c e . H e re  w e  h a v e  

a ll th e  m a te ria ls  re a d y  fo r  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  a  C h u rc h . F o r  p e o p le  w h o  sh a re  in  th is  

C o lle c tiv e  C o n sc ien c e  a re  b o u n d  to g e th e r  b y  a  sp ir itu a l b o n d  o f  u n io n . I t is  n a tu ra l fo r  

p e o p le  so  u n ite d  in  th o u g h t  to  fo rm  th e m se lv e s  in to  a  so c ie ty , a n d  th a t so c ie ty  is  th e  

C h u rc h , a s  M o d e rn is ts  u n d e rs ta n d  i t ,®  a n d  a  C h u rc h , w ith  C h u rc h  a u th o r ity , fo r  th e  

a u th o r ity  o f  th a t C h u rc h  is  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  th e  c o lle c tiv e  o v e r  th e  in d iv id u a l c o n sc ie n ce .  

T h a t is  w h a t  M o d e rn is ts  u n d e rs ta n d  b y  th e  C h u rc h  a n d  C h u rc h  a u th o r ity . C o n tra s t th a t 

w ith  th e  C a th o lic  c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  sa m e . T h e  C a th o lic  sa y s  th e  C h u rc h  w a s  e s ta b lish e d  

b y  C h ris t. T h e  M o d e rn is t sa y s  th e  C h u rc h  is  th e  p ro d u c t o f  th e  C o lle c tiv e  C o n sc ie n c e . I t 

is  tru e  h e  w o u ld  a d d  th a t  th is  C o lle c tiv e  C o n sc ie n c e  w a s  in sp ire d  b y  " th e  sp ir it o f  C h ris t 

l iv in g  a n d  d e v e lo p in g  in  th e  l ife  o f  th e  fa ith fu l c o lle c tiv e ly ."  ! l" ; V e ry  w e ll; le t  u s  p u t i t 

th a t  w a y . T h e  C a th o lic  sa y s  th e  C h u rc h  is  e s ta b lish e d  b y  C h ris t d ire c tly . T h e  M o d e rn is t 

sa y s  i t is  e s ta b lish e d  b y  C h ris t in d ire c tly  a t m o s t, fo r  i t is  e s ta b lish e d  b y  th e  C o lle c tiv e  

C o n sc ie n c e  in sp ire d  b y  C h ris t, o r  b y  " fa ith  in  C h ris t." ®  A g a in , th e  C a th o lic  sa y s  C h u rc h  

a u th o r ity  is  c e n tre d  in  th e  d iv in e ly  a p p o in ted  v ic a r  o f  C h ris t, P e te r  a n d  P e te r 's  su c c e s so rs .  

T h e  M o d e rn is t sa y s  i t  is  c e n tred  in  th e  C o lle c tiv e  C o n sc ie n c e . M o d e rn ism  d o e s  n o t  

h e s ita te  to  sa y  " th e  e n tire  C h ris tia n  p e o p le  is  th e  tru e  a n d  im m e d ia te  v ic a r  o f  C h ris t." 1®
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S o  th e  C h u rc h , i t se e m s , is  n o t  h ie ra rc h ic a l,  th e  C h u rc h  is  d e m o c ra tic ; d e m o c ra tic  in  i ts  

o rig in  fo r  i t is  a  p ro d u c t o f  th e  C o lle c tiv e  C o n sc ie n c e , d e m o c ra tic  in  i ts  c o n s titu tio n , fo r  

i ts  a u th o r ity  is  th a t o f  th e  C o lle c tiv e  C o n sc ien c e  o v e r  th e  in d iv id u a l.m

A n d  th u s  M o d e rn ism  h a s  re a ch e d  i ts  g o a l. I t se t o u t  to  re c o n c ile  C a th o lic ity  w ith  th e  

sp ir it o f  th e  a g e , a n d  i t h a s  d o n e  so  w ith  a  v e n g e a n c e . D e m o c ra c y  is  th e  sp ir it o f  th e  a g e , 

a n d  th e  M o d e rn is t  h a s  su c c e e d e d  in  re c o n c ilin g  th e  C h u rc h  w ith  d e m o c ra c y  b y  p ro v in g  to  

h is  o w n  sa tis fa c tio n  th a t  th e  C h u rc h  is  d e m o c ra tic  in  i ts  o rig in , a n d  d e m o c ra tic  in  i ts  

c o n s titu tio n . M o d e rn ism  se t o u t  to  re co n c ile  C a th o lic ity  w ith  m o d e rn  th o u g h t, a n d  i t h a s  

d o n e  so  a f te r  a  fa sh io n  b y  in te rp re tin g  C h ris tia n ity  in  te rm s  o f  K a n t. I t h a s  a d o p te d  K a n t's  

th e o ry  o f  k n o w le d g e , th a t  w e  c a n  k n o w  p h e n o m e n a  o n ly . I t h a s  a d o p te d  K a n t's  th e o ry  o f  

re lig io n , th a t  w e  c a n n o t a p p re h en d  G o d  in te lle c tu a lly , b u t  o n ly  b y  so m e  o th e r  m e th o d , 

w h e th e r  y o u  c a ll i t  P ra c tic a l  R e aso n  o r  R e lig io u s  E x p e r ie n c e  m a tte rs  l i t tle . A n d  b y  su c h  

m e a n s  i t  h a s  su c c e e d e d  in  re c o n c ilin g  C a th o lic ity  w ith  m o d e m  th o u g h t, b u t  a t w h a t a  

c o s t! A t  th e  c o s t o f  id e n tify in g  C a th o lic ity  w ith  a n  u n so u n d  sy s te m  o f  p h ilo so p h y ; a t th e  

c o s t o f  re v o lu tio n is in g  th e  v e ry  n o tio n s  o f  th in g s  so  fu n d a m en ta l to  C h ris tia n ity  a s  

R e v e la tio n , F a ith , th e  C h u rc h , C h u rc h  A u th o r ity , D o g m a ; a t th e  c o s t o f  tu rn in g  

C h ris tia n ity  to p sy -tu rv y . M o d e rn ism  is  " a n o th e r  g o sp e l w h ic h  is  n o t  a n o th e r ."  I t is  th e  

G o sp e l a c c o rd in g  to  K a n t.

{ 1 } " R isp o s ta ,"  p . 1 0 3 : " L e d  b y  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  sc ie n ce  to  re v ise  a ll o u r  e m p iric a l  

id e a s , c o n v in c e d  b e y o n d  d o u b t  o f  th e  c o n v e n tio n a lity  w h ic h  e n te rs  n a tu ra lly  in to  a ll o u r  

m e ta p h y s ic a l c o n c e p ts  o f  re a lity , w e  a re  u n a b le  a n y  lo n g e r  to  a c c e p t a  d e m o n s tra tio n  o f  

G o d  w h ic h  is  fo u n d e d  o n  A ris to te lia n  c o n c e p ts ."

{ 2 } " Q u e lq u e s  L e ttre s ,"  L o isy , p . 2 3 4 . " R isp o s ta ,"  p p . 9 4 -1 0 0 .

{ 3 } " T h ro u g h  S c y lla  a n d  C h a ry b d is ," T y rre ll , p . 3 0 5 .

{ 4 }  Ibid., T y rre ll , p p . 2 8 5 , 2 8 7  3 0 5 , e tc .

{ 5 } " S im p le s  R é fle x io n s ,"  L o isy , p p . 1 5 3 -4 . " T h ro u g h  S c y lla  a n d  C h a ry b d is ," T y rre ll , 

p p . 2 8 6 , 3 6 6  seq.

{ 6 }  C p . " S t T h o m a s ,"  p . 1 , 2 a e v iii . a . 1 .

{ 7 } " R isp o s ta ,"  p . 9 1 .

{ 8 } " L ife  o f  F r. T y rre ll ,"  i i . , p . 2 0 2 .

{ 9 } " Q u e lq u e s  L e ttre s ,"  L o isy , p . 1 8 6 . " T h ro u g h  S c y lla  a n d  C h a ry b d is ," T y rre ll , p . 3 6 7  

seq.

{ 1 0 } " L ife  o f  F r. T y rre ll ,"  i i . , p . 2 1 8 .
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{ 1 1 } " A u to u r  d 'u n  p e tit l iv re ,"  L o isy , p . 1 7 2 .

{ 1 2 } " L ife  o f  F r. T y rre ll ,"  i i . , p . 1 9 1 .

{ 1 3 } " T h ro u g h  S c y lla  a n d  C h a ry b d is ," T y rre ll , p p . 3 8 1  seq

Lecture III

Modernism and Jesus Christ

IN  o u r  la s t le c tu re  w e  c o m p a re d  th e  C a th o lic  p re se n tm e n t o f  C h ris tia n ity  w ith  i ts  

M o d e rn is t  p re se n tm e n t. W e  c o m p a re d  C h ris tia n ity  —  a s  w e  C a th o lic s  k n o w  i t —  in  so m e  

o f  i ts  m a in  fe a tu re s , o n e  b y  o n e , w ith  c o rre sp o n d in g  fe a tu re s  in  th e  M o d e rn is t sy s te m : th e  

C a th o lic  n o tio n  o f  re v e la tio n  w ith  th e  M o d e rn is t  n o tio n  o f  re v e la tio n ; C a th o lic  fa ith  w ith  

M o d e rn is t  fa ith ; th e  C a th o lic  c o n c e p tio n s  o f  th e  C h u rc h , o f  C h u rc h  A u th o r ity , o f  D o g m a , 

w ith  M o d e rn is t c o n c e p tio n s  o f  th e  sa m e . A n d , p u ttin g  th e  tw o  s id e  b y  s id e , w a s  e v e r  a  

m o re  ir re d u c ib le  se t o f  e q u a tio n s?  A n d  th is  w a s  th e  u p sh o t  o f  th e  M o d e rn is ts ' a tte m p t to  

re c o n c ile  C h ris tia n ity  w ith  m o d e m  th o u g h t. T h e ir  m is ta k e , a s  w a s  p o in te d  o u t, w a s  th is . 

W h ile  p ro fe s s in g  to  b rin g  C h ris tia n ity  in to  h a rm o n y  w ith  m o d e rn  th o u g h t, w h a t  th e y  

w e re  re a lly  d o in g  w a s  to  try  to  h a rm o n ise  C h ris tia n ity  w ith  th a t  p a r tic u la r  p h a se  o f  

m o d e rn  th o u g h t  re p re se n ted  b y  K a n t a n d  h is  sc h o o l o f  p h ilo so p h y . T h e y  s ta r te d  w ith  a  

p h ilo so p h ic a l a s su m p tio n  o f  K a n t, a n  a rb itra ry  a s su m p tio n , a n d  u p o n  th a t p ro c e ed e d  to  

b u ild  u p  th e ir  sy s te m  o f  C h ris tia n ity , w ith  th e  re su lt th a t  m ig h t h a v e  b e e n  fo re se e n . T h e  

re su lt  w a s  so m e th in g  th a t  w a s  h a rd ly  re c o g n isa b le  a s  C h ris tia n ity  a t a ll, so m e th in g  th e y  

f ra n k ly  a d m itte d  to  b e  n o t so  m u c h  a  re fo rm a tio n  o f  C h ris tia n ity  a s  a  tra n s fo rm a tio n , i l ; 

n o t a  re fo rm  b u t a  re v o lu tio n ,®  so m e th in g , in  fa c t, w h ic h  i t  w a s  b e tte r  to  c a ll a t o n c e  a  

N e w  T h e o lo g y ;  w h ic h  w a s  w h a t i ts  m o s t c a n d id  su p p o r te rs  d id  n o t  h e s ita te  to  c a ll i t .

I t w ill o c c u r  to  u s  a t o n c e  to  a sk  w h a t  w a s  th e  n e c e ss ity  fo r  th is  n e w  re s ta te m e n t o f  th e  

o ld  c re e d ?  W h y  th is  u p se ttin g  o f  o ld  b e lie fs , a n d  th is  sh if tin g  o f  o ld  la n d m a rk s , to  th e  

d is tu rb a n c e  o f  m e n 's  p e a c e  in  b e lie v in g ?  T h e  a n sw e r  o f  th e  M o d e rn is ts  w ill b e  —  th e  

a d v a n c e  o f  m o d e rn  th o u g h t  h a s  re n d e re d  i t n e c e ssa ry . M o d e rn  th o u g h t sh o w s  th a t 

C h ris tia n ity  c a n n o t  b e  m a in ta in e d  o r  d e fe n d e d  o n  th e  o ld  l in e s . W e  m u s t re m o d e l i t  to  

su it  th e  m e n ta lity  o f  th e  a g e . W e  m u s t  b rin g  o u r  C h ris tia n ity  u p  to  d a te . F o r  ta k e  

C h ris tia n ity , th e  M o d e rn is t  p ro c e e d s , a s  e x p la in e d  in  th e  g o o d  o ld -fa sh io n e d  w a y  in  th e  

la s t le c tu re . I t w a s  sa id  to  h a v e  o rig in a te d  in  a  re v e la tio n  c o n v e y e d  b y  w o rd  o f  m o u th  to  

m a n k in d  b y  th e  G o d -M a n . T h a t is  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  w h o le  C h ris tia n  sy s te m  th e n  

e x p o u n d e d . U p o n  th a t  b a s is  y o u  fo u n d  y o u r  n o tio n s  o f  re v e la tio n , fa ith , th e  C h u rc h , 

C h u rc h  a u th o rity , d o g m a , a s  th e n  s ta te d . I f  th a t  b a s is  c a n  b e  sh o w n  to  b e  u n so u n d , th e  

w h o le  C h ris tia n  sy s te m , a s  y o u  c o n c e iv e  i t , c o m es  to  th e  g ro u n d . B u t i t is  u n so u n d . A  

th e o ry  l ik e  th is  w a s  a ll v e ry  w e ll in  m e d ia e v a l t im e s , in  th e  D a rk  A g e s . B u t  w e  k n o w  

b e tte r  n o w . S o u n d e r  m e th o d s  o f  h is to r ic a l a n d  sc ie n tific  c r itic ism  p re v a il n o w a d a y s . T h e  

p ro g re ss  o f  m o d e rn  th o u g h t  h a s  ta u g h t u s  th a t w e  h a v e  n o  in te lle c tu a l k n o w le d g e  o f  

a n y th in g  b u t p h e n o m e n a , th a t o u r  k n o w le d g e  d o e s  n o t  tra n sc e n d  th e  fa c ts  o f  e x p e r ie n c e . 

B u t th e  G o d -M a n  is  n o t  a  fa c t o f  e x p e r ie n c e . S u c h  a  B e in g , th e n , is  in c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  

k n o w n  b y  u s  in te lle c tu a lly . N e ith e r  is  a  su p e rn a tu ra l re v e la tio n , a sc r ib e d  to  su c h  a  B e in g ,  

1 2



a  fa c t o f  e x p e r ie n c e . T h e re fo re  su c h  a  re v e la tio n  c a n n o t b e  m a tte r  o f  in te lle c tu a l  

k n o w le d g e . Y o u  d o  n o t  k n o w  —  th e  M o d e rn is t  w o u ld  sa y  —  f ro m  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  c a se  

y o u  c a n n o t k n o w  in te lle c tu a lly  a n y th in g  a b o u t a  G o d -M a n , o r  a  su p e rn a tu ra l re v e la tio n  

im p a r ted  b y  H im . W h a t, th e n , b e c o m e s  o f  a  C h ris tia n ity  fo u n d e d  u p o n  th e  h y p o th e s is  th a t  

y o u  c a n ?  Y o u r  b a s is  is  u n so u n d . R e d u c e  th e  fa c ts  a s  w e  k n o w  th e m  to  th e ir  p ro p e r  

p ro p o r tio n s , a n d  th e  fa c ts  a re  th e se . I t is  tru e  th e re  e x is te d  a  Je su s  o f  N a z a re th , a  m a n , a  

p ro p h e t, if  y o u  l ik e  to  c a ll H im  so , " m ig h ty  in  w o rd  a n d  w o rk ."  W e  d o  n o t  fo r  a  m o m e n t  

d e n y  H is  e x is te n c e , n o r  H is  e x c e p tio n a l h o lin e s s  o f  l ife  a n d  p u rity  o f  d o c tr in e , n o r  H is  

e x tra o rd in a ry  n a tu ra l p o w e rs . T h e se  th in g s  b e lo n g  to  th e  re a lm  o f  p h e n o m e n a ; th e y  a re  

fa c ts  o f  e x p e r ie n c e , a n d  th e re fo re  a sc e r ta in a b le  b y  h u m a n  k n o w le d g e . T h e  fa c ts  o f  

e x p e rie n c e  g o  to  m a k e  u p  h is to ry . T h is  Je su s  o f  N a z a re th  is , th e n , a n  h is to ric a l f ig u re . 

T h e  Je su s  o f  h is to ry  I  k n o w . B u t, w h e n  y o u  c la im  su p e rn a tu ra l p o w e rs  fo r  H im , w h e n  

y o u  sp e a k  o f  H im  a s  p o sse s s in g  su p e rn a tu ra l k n o w le d g e , a s  im p a rtin g  a  su p e rn a tu ra l 

re v e la tio n , w h e n  y o u  ta lk  to  m e  o f  a  B e in g  W h o  w ro u g h t m irac le s , th a t is , d e p a r tu re s  

f ro m  th e  la w s  o f  n a tu re , o f  w h ic h  la w s  a lo n e  I  h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e , y o u  a re  sp e a k in g  to  m e  

o f  th in g s  th a t tra n sc e n d  m y  e x p e r ie n c e , o f  th in g s  o u ts id e  th e  re a lm  o f  p h e n o m e n a . T o  b e  

tru e  to  m y  K a n tia n  p rin c ip le s , I  m u s t sa y  I  h a v e  n o  in te lle c tu a l k n o w le d g e  o f  su c h  th in g s . 

I s im p ly  d o n 't k n o w . B u t if  y o u  a sk  m e  h o w  p e o p le  h a v e  c o m e  to  in v e s t  H im  w ith  th is  

su p e rn a tu ra l c h a ra c te r  o f  a  G o d -M a n , a n d  c la im  to  k n o w  H im  th u s , I  h a v e  a n  e x p la n a tio n  

re a d y , a n d  m y  e x p la n a tio n  is  th is . L e t i t b e  re m e m b e re d , in  th e  f irs t p la c e , th a t  th e  Je su s  

o f  h is to ry  a lo n e  is  th e  o b je c t o f  o u r  k n o w le d g e  p ro p e r ly  so -c a lle d . B u t  b e s id e s  k n o w le d g e  

I  h a v e , a s  a lre ad y  in d ic a te d , a n o th e r  fa c u lty , th e  re lig io u s  se n tim e n t, w h ic h , in  so  fa r  a s  i t 

u n ite s  m e  w ith  G o d , I c a ll fa ith . N o w  Je su s  o f  N a z a re th  m a y  b e  th e  o b je c t n o t  o n ly  o f  m y  

in te lle c tu a l k n o w le d g e , b u t  a lso  o f  m y  fa ith . A s  th e  o b je c t o f  m y  in te lle c tu a l k n o w le d g e , 

H e  is  a  m e re  m a n , a  w o n d ro u s  m a n  in d e ed , b u t s till a  m a n  in  th e  n a tu ra l o rd e r , fo r  

k n o w le d g e  c a n  ta k e  c o g n isan c e  o f  n o th in g  e lse . R e g a rd e d  th u s , I  c a ll H im  th e  Je su s  o f  

h is to ry . B u t, a s  th e  o b je c t o f  m y  fa ith , H e  a s su m e s  a  d iffe ren t c h a ra c te r. F a ith  re c o g n ise s  

th e  D iv in e  in  H im , th a t d iv in e  im m a n e n c e , a lrea d y  m e n tio n e d  a s  e x is tin g  in  a ll b e liev e rs ,  

b u t e x is tin g  in  H im  in  a n  e x c e p tio n a l d e g re e . F a ith  g ra d u a lly  e x p a n d s  th a t d iv in e  e le m en t  

in  H im , m a g n ifie s  i t , a m p lifie s  i t , t i l l i t tra n sf ig u re s  H im  c o m p le te ly . G ra d u a lly  le g e n d s  

g a th e r  ro u n d  a b o u t  H im , d iv in e  p o w e rs  a re  a ttrib u ted  to  H im , u n til a t la s t  H e  is  c ro w n e d  

w ith  th e  a u re o la  o f  d iv in ity , d e if ied .®  Is  H e  th e re fo re  G o d ?  N o t to  k n o w le d g e .

K n o w le d g e , re m em b e r, ta k e s  n o  c o g n isan c e  o f  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l, o f  th e  d iv in e . B u t to  

fa ith , in  a  se n se , H e  is  G o d . H e  is  G o d  n o t  in  fa c t, b u t in  th e  b e lie f  o f  C h ris tia n s . C h ris t 

th e  G o d -M an  is  a  c rea tio n  o f  fa ith . B u t, th u s  c o n s id e re d , H e  is  to  b e  c a re fu lly  

d is tin g u ish e d  f ro m  th e  Je su s  o f  h is to ry . i t t

T h u s  fa r  th e  M o d e rn is t. A n d  so  w e  h a v e  th e  h is to r ic a l Je su s , a  fa c t; a n d  th e  C h ris t o f  fa ith  

-  w h a t a re  w e  to  c a ll H im ?  A  fa c t?  Y e s , in  a  se n se . N o t a n  h is to r ic a l fa c t, n o t a  fa c t o f  

e x p e r ie n c e , b u t a  fa c t o f  h u m a n  c o n sc io u sn e ss . B u t w h a t so r t o f  a  fa c t is  th a t?  A  fa c t o f  

h u m a n  c o n sc io u sn e ss  m e a n s  so m e th in g  th a t so m e  h u m a n  c o n sc io u sn e ss  fe e ls  o r  

e x p e r ie n c e s  o r  th in k s  to  b e  tru e . I f  th e  G o d -M a n  C h ris t is  o n ly  a  fa c t o f  h u m a n  

c o n sc io u sn e ss ,  H e  is  a  B e in g  W h o m  so m e  m e n  h a v e  th o u g h t  to  b e  G o d .®  B u t th a t  d o e s  

n o t  m a k e  H im  G o d . F a c ts  o f  h u m a n  c o n sc io u sn e ss  m a y  b e  th e o r ie s , m a y  b e  id e a s . A n d  so  

th e  G o d -M an  C h ris t m a y  b e  a n  id e a . T h e  M o d e rn is ts  d o  n o t h e s ita te  to  c a ll H im  so : " th e  

In c o rp o ra tio n  o f  a n  Id e a ."®  A  fa c t o f  h u m a n  c o n sc io u sn e ss  m a y  b e  a  le g e n d , a  m y th , a n d  
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so  th e  G o d -M a n  C h ris t m a y  b e  a  le g e n d , a  m y th , to  b e  tre a te d  w ith  a s  m u c h  re sp ec t  a s  

o th e r  le g e n d s , o th e r  m y th s ; a s  a n  H o m e ric  m y th , o r  a  le g e n d  o f  K in g  A rth u r  a n d  th e  

K n ig h ts  o f  th e  R o u n d  T a b le . A n d  th u s  y o u  h a v e  th e  Je su s  o f  h is to ry , a  fa c t, a n d  th e  C h ris t 

o f  fa ith , a  c rea tio n  o f  th e  re lig io u s se n tim e n t. T h e  M o d e rn is ts  h a v e  d o n e  w h a t S t Jo h n  

fo re to ld  m e n  sh o u ld  d o : " th e y  h a v e  d is so lv ed  Je su s"  (1  Jo h n  iv . 3 ) .

B u t, if  th is  th e o ry  b e  tru e , w h a t  b e c o m e s  o f  th e  C h ris tia n  sy s te m  o f  re v e la tio n ?  W e  sa id  

in  o u r  la s t le c tu re  th a t  th e  C h ris tia n  re v e la tio n  w a s  e x te rn a l, d e liv e re d  b y  Je su s  C h ris t, th e  

G o d -M a n , te a c h in g  H is  d o c trin e  b y  w o rd  o f  m o u th  to  m a n k in d . B u t C h ris t, th e  G o d -M a n ; 

a s  M o d e rn is ts  c o n c e iv e  H im , is  n o t a  B e in g  o u ts id e  u s  d e liv e rin g  a  re v e la tio n  f ro m  

w ith o u t. H e  is  im m a n e n t in  th e  C h ris tia n  c o m m u n ity , re v ea lin g  H im se lf  p ro g re s s iv e ly  to  

i ts  fa ith . T h e  C h ris t o f  fa ith  d o e s  n o t sp e a k  b y  w o rd  o f  m o u th . T h e  C h ris t o f  fa ith  re v e a ls  

H im se lf  to  th e  re lig io u s se n tim e n t w ith in . B u t i t is  c e r ta in  th a t th e  im m a n e n t C h ris t, 

C h ris t w ith in , n e v e r  re v e a le d  in  th is  m a n n e r  th e  C h u rc h , i ts  c o n s titu tio n , i ts  a u th o r ity ,  

d o g m a , th e  w h o le  C h ris tia n  sc h e m e  o f  re v e la tio n , a s  C a th o lic s  u n d e rs ta n d  i t . N o , o f  

c o u rse  n o t, th e  M o d e rn is t  re jo in s . " F a ith  in  C h ris t n e v e r  m e a n t m e re ly  fa ith  in  a  te a ch e r  

a n d  h is  d o c tr in e , b u t  a n  a p p reh e n s io n  o f  H is  p e rso n a lity  a s  re v e a lin g  i ts e lf  w ith in  u s ." ®  

B u t  fa ith  in  C h ris t a s  a  te a c h e r , a n d  in  H is  d o c tr in e s , is  th e  v e ry  b a s is  o f  C a th o lic  

C h ris tia n ity . O n  th e  M o d e rn is t sh o w in g , th is  b a s is  is  u n so u n d . A n d , th e re fo re , a c c o rd in g  

to  M o d e rn is ts , th e  s tru c tu re  ra is e d  u p o n  th a t  b a s is  is  u n so u n d . T h e  C a th o lic  c o n c e p tio n  o f  

C h ris tia n ity  c o m e s  to  th e  g ro u n d , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  C a th o lic  c o n c e p tio n  o f  C h ris t.®  " T h e  

C a th o lic  c o n c e p tio n  o f  C h ris t a s  G o d ,"  th e  M o d e rn is ts  te ll u s , " c o n v e y s  n o  m o re  m e a n in g  

to  th e  m in d  th a n  th e  p ro p o s itio n , C h ris t is  x ." ®

W e  a sk e d  a t th e  b e g in n in g , w h y  m u s t  th e  fa ith  o f  th e  m u ltitu d e  b e  d is tu rb e d  b y  th e se  n e w  

d o c tr in e s?  A n d  w e  w e re  to ld  th a t  th is  w a s  n e c e ssa ry  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  h a rm o n is in g  

C h ris tia n ity  w ith  th e  " la te s t  re su lts  o f  c r itic ism ." 1®  F o r  M o d e rn ism , w e  a re  to ld  —  a n d  

th is  is  i ts  o ff ic ia l d e sc r ip tio n  —  " is  th e  e ffo r t to  f in d  a  n e w  th e o lo g ic a l sy n th e s is  c o n s is te n t  

w ith  th e  d a ta  o f  h is to r ic o -c r itic a l re se a rc h ."® 1  H e re  in  p a ss in g  le t m e  e n te r  a  p ro te s t  

a g a in s t th e  g lib  u se  o f  su c h  te rm s  a s  sc ie n tif ic  a n d  u n sc ien tif ic , h is to r ic a l a n d  

u n h is to r ic a l, c r itic a l a n d  u n c r itica l, a n d  th e  re s t. N o w a d a y s , if  y o u  w a n t  to  d a m n  a n  

o p p o n e n t 's  c a se  b e y o n d  a ll h o p e  o f  re d e m p tio n , y o u  h a v e  o n ly  to  la b e l i t u n sc ie n tif ic  o r  

u n h is to r ica l o r  u n c r itic a l. I t is  n o t n e c e ssa ry  to  h a v e  a n y  c le a r id e a  o f  w h a t th e se  te rm s  

m e a n . T h e y  a re  u se fu l to  m a k e  a n  o p p o n e n t  lo o k  fo o lish  a n d  ig n o ra n t. A n d  so  w e  a re  to ld  

th a t C a th o lic  C h ris tia n ity  is  u n sc ie n tif ic  a n d  u n h is to r ica l a n d  u n c r itica l, b e c au se  i t d o e s  

n o t a g re e  w ith  th e  " la te s t re su lts  o f  c r itic ism ," a n d  th e  " d a ta  o f  h is to r ico -c ritic a l re sea rc h ."  

A n d  h e re  w e  h a v e  g o t  th e  " la te s t  re su lts  o f  c r itic ism ," a n d  th e  " d a ta  o f  h is to ric o -c ritic a l  

re sea rc h ."  A n d  w h a t d o  th e y  a m o u n t  to ?  T o  th is : th a t  y o u  c a n n o t k n o w  a n y th in g  b u t  

p h e n o m e n a  a n d  th e  fa c ts  o f  e x p e r ie n c e . B u t  th a t is  w h a t  K a n t  ta u g h t n e a r ly  a  h u n d re d  

y e a rs  a g o , a n d  so m e th in g  v e ry  l ik e  w h a t  th e  S o p h is ts  o f  a n c ie n t G re e ce  ta u g h t  tw o  

th o u sa n d  y e a rs  b e fo re  h im . W h y  n o t sa y  a t o n c e  th a t  M o d e rn ism  is  th e  e ffo rt  to  f in d  a  

n e w  th e o lo g ic a l sy n th e s is  c o n s is te n t w ith  th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f  K a n t?  S o  i t se e m s  C a th o lic  

C h ris tia n ity  is  u n sc ie n tif ic  a n d  u n h is to r ic a l a n d  u n c r itic a l  b e c a u se  i t d o e s  n o t  a g re e  w ith  

K a n t's  th e o ry  o f  k n o w le d g e . N o w  w e  k n o w  w h e re  w e  s ta n d . B u t w a s  i t w o rth  w h ile  to  

d is tu rb  m e n 's  fa ith  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  te llin g  u s  so m e th in g  th a t  m o s t p e o p le  w h o  k n e w  

a n y th in g  a b o u t th e  su b je c t  k n e w  a lre a d y ?  " Y e  se n se le s s  G a la tia n s , w h o  h a th  b e w itch e d  

1 4



y o u ? "  S t P a u l a sk e d  th e  G a la tia n s  (G a l. i i i. 1 ) . I f  th a t q u e s tio n  w e re  p u t  to  th e  M o d e rn is ts , 

" W h o  h a th  b e w itc h e d  y o u ? "  th e  a n sw e r  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e , " Im m a n u e l  K a n t."

T h e  m e n tio n  o f  th e  S o p h is ts  o f  a n c ie n t G re e c e  re m in d s  m e  o f  tw o  o f  th e  o ld  G re e k  

p h ilo so p h e rs , S tilp o  o f  M e g a ra , a n d  C ra te s  o f  T h e b e s . C ra te s , m e e tin g  S tilp o  o n e  d a y  in  

th e  s tre e t, a sk e d  h im  w h e th e r  h e  b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  g o d s  re a lly  c a red  fo r  m a n 's  w o rsh ip . 

" H u sh !" sa id  S tilp o ; " d o n 't a sk  su c h  q u e s tio n s  in  p u b lic , b u t  in  p riv a te ."  T h e  M o d e rn is ts  

m ig h t le a rn  f ro m  th a t p a g a n  p h ilo so p h e r  a  le s so n  o f  re tic e n c e  a n d  o f  c o n s id e ra tio n  fo r  th e  

fa ith  o f  o th e rs . I f  th e y  w ish  to  b e m u se  th e ir  o w n  m in d s  w ith  sc e p tic a l sp e c u la tio n  o n  th e  

m o s t sa c re d  su b je c ts , le t  th e m  k e e p  i t to  th e m se lv e s , a n d  to  th e  p riv a cy  o f  th e ir  o w n  

s tu d ie s . L e t  th e m  le a v e  th e  m in d s  o f  o th e rs  c o n te n t  in  th e ir  b e lie f .

I t w a s  sa id  in  o u r  o p e n in g  le c tu re  th a t  th e  c h ie f  th in g  to  b e  fe a re d  in  M o d e rn ism  is  i ts  

sp ir it . In  th is  le c tu re  w e  h a v e  se e n  w h a t  th e  sp ir it o f  M o d e rn ism  is  w ith  re fe re n c e  to  th e  

c h a ra c te r  o f  o u r  L o rd  a n d  S a v io u r  Je su s  C h ris t, G o d  th e  S o n  m a d e  m a n . S t Jo h n  h a s  

c o n d e m n e d  in  a d v a n c e  th a t sp ir it in  w o rd s  w h ic h  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  e x p re s s ly  in te n d e d  fo r  

th e  M o d e rn is ts . M o d e rn ism , i t h a s  b e e n  sh o w n , d is tin g u ish e s  b e tw e e n  Je su s  a n d  C h ris t; 

th e  Je su s  o f  h is to ry , a n d  th e  C h ris t o f  fa ith . " E v e ry  sp ir it," S t Jo h n  h a s  sa id , " th a t 

d is so lv e th  Je su s , is  n o t  o f  G o d "  (1  Jo h n  iv . 3 ) . A n d  a g a in : " W h o  is  a  l ia r  sa v e  h im  w h o  

d e n ie th  th a t Je su s  is  th e  C h ris t? " (1  Jo h n  i i . 2 2 ) . T h e  sp ir it o f  M o d e rn ism , S t Jo h n  w o u ld  

te ll u s , is  a  ly in g  sp ir it . I t is  n o t  o f  G o d .

{ 1 1 " L ife  o f  F r. T y rre ll ,"  i i . , p . 3 6 0 .

{ 2 }  Ibid., i i . , p . 4 0 4

{ 3 } " L 'E v a n g ile  e t  L 'E g lis e ,"  L o isy , p . 1 3 9 . " T h ro u g h  S c y lla  a n d  C h a ry b d is ," T y rre ll , p . 

2 9 0 .

{ 4 } " S im p le s  R é fle x io n s ,"  L o isy , p . 1 5 8 .

{ 5 } S e e  F r. Jo se p h  R ic k a b y , S .J ., " T h e  M o d e rn is t"  C .T .S ., p . 3 0 .

{ 6 ] L ife  o fF r . T y rre ll ,"  i i . , p . 3 9 7 .

{ 7 } " L ife  o f  F r. T y rre ll ,"  i i . , p . 4 0 3 .

{  8 } " T h e  D iv in e  in s titu tio n  o f  th e  C h u rc h  is  b a sed  o n  th e  D iv in ity  o f  C h ris t, b u t  th e  

D iv in ity  o f  C h ris t is  n o t  a  fa c t o f  h is to ry , b u t a  c o n c e p tio n  o f  fa ith ." " A u to u r  d 'u n  p e tit  

l iv re ,"  L o isy , p . 1 6 2 .

{ 9 } S u p p le m e n t to  Hibbert Journal 1 9 0 9 . " T h e  P o in t  Is su e ,"  b y  F r. T y rre ll .

{ 1 0 } " L ife  o f  F r. T y rre ll ,"  i i . , p . 4 0 3 .
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{ llj Ibid., i i . , ρ . 3 3 6 .

Lecture IV

Modernism and Dogma

I. Symbolism

N o  d o u b t  i t su rp r is ed  a n d  p e rh ap s  sh o c k e d  m a n y  o f  th o se  w h o  fo llo w ed  th e  la s t le c tu re  to  

se e  h o w  M o d e rn ism  d e a ls  w ith  th e  S a c re d  P e rso n  o f  Je su s  C h ris t, o u r  L o rd , in  

d is tin g u ish in g  b e tw e e n  th e  Je su s  o f  h is to ry  a n d  th e  C h ris t o f  fa ith ; th e  Je su s  o f  h is to ry  a  

m a n  a n d  n o th in g  m o re , th e  C h ris t o f  fa ith  G o d  o n ly  in  th e  se n se  th a t fa ith  so  re g a rd s  H im . 

W e  h a d  a lw ay s  th o u g h t  th a t  th e  Je su s  o f  h is to ry  w a s  G o d  n o t  to  fa ith  o n ly , b u t  in  fa c t,  

V e ry  G o d  o f  V e ry  G o d , p ro v e d  so  to  b e  b y  h is to r ic a l e v id e n c e  o f  th e  s tr ic te s t k in d , b y  th e  

h is to ric a l p re d ic tio n s  o f  p ro p h e ts  fu lf illed  in  H im , b y  th e  h is to r ica l te s tim o n y  o f  H is  

c o n te m p o ra rie s , so m e  o f  th e m  re lu c ta n t  w itn e s se s , b y  H is  o w n  c la im  to  d iv in ity , a  c la im  

su b s tan tia te d  ly  H is  a c k n o w le d g e d  c h a ra c te r  fo r  v e ra c ity , a n d  b y  H is  m ira c le s , to  w h ic h  

H e  H im se lf  p o in te d  in  p ro o f  o f  th e  ju s tic e  o f  H is  c la im . " Y o u  sa y  to  m e , th o u  

b la sp h e m e s t, b e c au se  I  h a v e  sa id  I  a m  th e  S o n  o f  G o d ."  A n d  b y  " S o n  o f  G o d "  H e  m e a n t 

G o d  th e  S o n , e lse  w h y  sh o u ld  th e  Je w s  a c c u se  H im  o f  b la sp h e m y  in  c la im in g  th e  t i t le ?  

A n d  H e  c o n tin u e s , I f  I  d o  n o t  th e  w o rk s  o f  M y  F a th e r , b e lie v e  M e  n o t. B u t, if  I  d o  th e m  

a n d  y e  w ill n o t  b e lie v e  M e , b e lie v e  th e  w o rk s  th e m se lv es , th a t  y e  m a y  k n o w  a n d  b e lie v e  

th a t  th e  F a th e r  is  in  M e  a n d  I  in  th e  F a th e r"  (S t Jo h n  x . 3 6 ) . T o  u s , a ll th is  e v id e n c e  o f  

p ro p h e c ie s  fu lf ille d , o f  e y e w itn e s se s c o n v in c e d , o f  C h ris t 's  o w n  c la im  c o rro b o ra te d , is  

h is to r ic a l e v id en c e , a n d  p ro v e s  th a t  th e  Je su s  o f  h is to ry  w a s  G o d . H o w  d o  M o d e rn is ts  

d isp o se  o f  i t?

T h e y  w o u ld  b e g in  b y  sa y in g  th a t  w h a t  w e  c a ll h is to r ic a l e v id e n c e  is  n o t h is to r ic a l 

e v id e n c e  a t a ll. F a ith fu l  to  th e ir  K a n tia n  p rin c ip le s , th e y  w o u ld  sa y : h is to ry  is  c o n c e rn e d  

o n ly  w ith  fa c ts  o f  e x p e r ie n c e . W h a t y o u  c a ll h is to ry  d e a ls  n o t  w ith  fa c ts  o f  e x p e r ie n c e , 

b u t  w ith  th e  d iv in e , th e  su p e rn a tu ra l. T h a t  is  n o t  m a tte r  o f  e x p e r ie n c e , a n d , th e re fo re , a ll 

so -c a lle d  e v id e n c e  o f  i t  m u s t  b e  ru le d  o u t  o f  c o u r t a s  u n h is to r ic a l, a n d  th e re fo re  

in a d m is s ib le . T h is  l in e  o f  a rg u m e n t m a y  b e  c o n v in c in g  fo r  th o se  w h o  a c c e p t K a n t's  

th e o ry  o f  k n o w le d g e . T h o se  w h o  d o  n o t  w ill sa y  " W h e th e r  y o u  c a ll th e  e v id e n c e  fo r  th e  

d iv in ity  o f  C h ris t h is to r ic a l o r  n o t, th e re  i t is ; i t h a s  sa tis f ie d  c o u n tle s s  m u ltitu d e s o f  

C h ris tia n  b e lie v e rs . E v e n  if  y o u  d o  n o t a c c e p t i t , i t is  a  fa c t th a t  n e e d s  so m e  e x p la n a tio n .  

H o w  d o  y o u  e x p la in  i t? "  O f  c o u rse , o n e  s im p le  w a y  is  to  e x p la in  i t a w a y  a lto g e th e r, to  

p u t i t d o w n  a s  so  m u c h  in v e n tio n ; a n d  th e  e x tre m e  a d v o c a te s  o f  th is  m e th o d  n o t  o n ly  tre a t 

C h ris t 's  c la im s  a n d  m ira c le s  a s  le g e n d a ry , b u t q u e s tio n  H is  e x is te n c e  a lto g e th e r  a n d  ta lk  

o f  th e  C h ris t m y th . A rc h b ish o p  W h a te ly , in  a  p a m p h le t e n title d  " H is to ric  D o u b ts  

re sp e c tin g  N a p o le o n  B o n a p a rte ,"  o n c e  m a d e  fu n  o f  th is  c o n tro v e rs ia l m e th o d  b y  

u n d e rta k in g  to  p ro v e  th a t  N a p o le o n  n e v e r  e x is te d . H e  b ro u g h t su c h  a n  a rra y  o f  a rg u m e n ts  

in  su p p o r t o f  h is  th e s is  a n d  m a n ip u la te d  th e  fa c ts  o f  h is to ry  so  c le v e rly , th a t h e  se e m e d  

a lm o s t to  m a k e  o u t h is  c a se , a n d , a t le a s t, to  re n d e r  i t e x tre m e ly  d o u b tfu l w h e th e r  

N a p o le o n  h im se lf  w a s  n o t a  m y th ic a l p e rso n a g e . T h e re  a re  m e th o d s  b y  th e  e m p lo y m e n t  
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o f  w h ic h  y o u  c a n  d isp ro v e  th e  e x is te n ce  o f  C h ris t, o r  o f  a n y b o d y  o r  o f  a n y th in g  e lse  y o u  

p le a se .

M o d e rn is ts , o f  c o u rse , d o  n o t  g o  to  su c h  le n g th s  a s  th is . T h e ir  m e th o d  is  m o re  in g e n io u s .  

T h e y  a c c e p t a ll th e  n a rra tiv e s  o f  th e  E v a n g e lis ts ;  w ith  so m e  re se rv a tio n s  p e rh a p s  a s  to  S t 

Jo h n 's  g o sp e l, a n d  th e y  a c c e p t th e m  a s  tru e . B u t  tru e  in  w h a t se n se?  T ru e  in  th e  o rd in a ry  

se n se , tru e  to  fa c t, tru e  h is to r ica llv ?  N o , b u t  tru e  in  q u ite  a n o th e r  se n se ; tru e  a s  a  s ig n  o r  

sy m b o l o f  tru th , i l ; tru e  a s  s ig n ify in g  o r  sy m b o lis in g  w h a t is  tru e , tru e , n o t  a s  p o sse s s in g  a  

fa c t-v a lu e , b u t a s  p o sse s s in g  a  m o ra l o r  sp ir itu a l v a lu e . T h is  b e in g  so , i t d o e s  n o t  m a tte r 

w h e th e r  a n  a lle g e d  fa c t re a lly  h a p p e n ed  o r  n o t, p re c ise ly  a s  re c o rd e d ; w h e th e r  a n  a lleg e d  

w o rd  w a s  e v e r  u tte re d  o r  n o t, a s  re p o rte d . T h e  h is to r ic a l tru th  m a tte rs  l i t t le , i t is  th e  

sp ir itu a l tru th  sy m b o lised  th a t m a tte rs . T h e  h is to r ic a l s ta tem e n t  is  o n ly  th e  h u sk , th e  

o u te r , th e  p ro te c tiv e  h u sk ,1 2 1  b u t  th e  sp ir itu a l tru th  i t s ig n if ie s  —  th a t  is  th e  im p o rta n t 

th in g ! T h a t  is  th e  k e rn e l w h ic h  th e  h u sk  e n sh r in e s . W h a te v e r  m a y  b e  sa id  o f  th e  h is to ric a l 

s ta te m e n t, th a t sp ir itu a l tru th  - is  u n d e n ia b le , a n d  th e  h is to r ica l s ta tem e n t  is  o n ly  

c o n v e n ie n t sy m b o l o f  th a t  tru th , c o n v e n ie n t  m e a n s  o f  e x p re s s in g  a n d  p re se rv in g  i t . T h is  

is  c e r ta in ly  a  fa r- re a c h in g  m e th o d  o f  h is to ric a l c r itic ism . I t m a y  b e  a p p lie d  w ith  s ta rtlin g  

re su lts  to  a ll h is to ry , sa c re d  a n d  p ro fa n e . I t is  a p p lie d  b y  M o d e rn is ts  to  th e  w h o le  f ie ld  o f  

d o g m a tic  b e lie f .

N o w  I p ro p o se  to  te s t  th e  w o rth  o f  th is  M o d e rn is t  d o c trin e  o f  S y m b o lism . A n d  I  p ro p o se  

to  d o  so  b y  a p p ly in g  i t in  o n e  p a r tic u la r in s ta n c e , th e  in s ta n c e  o f  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n , a n  

in s ta n c e  th e  m o re  a p p ro p r ia te  to  o u r  p re se n t  su b je c t  b e c a u se  i t  is  th e  c h ie f  o f  th e  m ira c le s  

w ro u g h t b y  C h ris t in  p ro o f  o f  H is  d iv in ity . L e t u s  a p p ly  th is  m e th o d  o f  sy m b o lism , th e n , 

to  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n , a n d  se e  h o w  i t  w o rk s  o u t  th e re .

T h e  o rd in a ry  C h ris tia n  b e lie v e r  h o ld s  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n  to  b e  a n  h is to r ic a l fa c t, a  fa c t 

a tte s te d  b y  th o se  w h o  sa w  C h ris t d ie  a n d  sa w  H im  a f te r  d e a th  in  H is  r is en  b o d y , a  fa c t 

a tte s te d  n o t  o n ly  b y  th o se  p re d isp o se d  to  b e lie v e , b u t  b y  th o se  in d isp o se d , l ik e  th e  

d o u b tin g  T h o m a s , a  fa c t a tte s te d  b y  th e  o c u la r  te s tim o n y  o f  th e  m o re  th a n  f iv e  h u n d re d  

w h o , S t P a u l te lls  u s , sa w  H im  a t o n e  a n d  th e  sa m e  t im e  (1  C o r. x v . 6 ) , a  fa c t c o n f irm e d  

b y  th e  a n x ie ty  o f  th e  p rie s ts  w h o  b rib e d  th e  g u a rd s  a t  th e  to m b  to  h u sh  i t  u p  (M a tt, x x v iii . 

1 2 ) , a n d  b y  th e  a c tio n  o f  th e  C o u n c il o f  th e  S a n h e d rim  in  im p o s in g  s ile n c e  o n  P e te r  a n d  

Jo h n  w h e n  th e y  p re a c h e d  i t (A c ts  iv . 2 , 1 6 ) , a  fa c t, b e fo re  th e  e v e n t, fo re to ld  b y  o u r  L o rd  

o n  m o re  th a n  o n e  o c c a s io n  a s  a  p ro o f  o f  H is  d iv in e  m iss io n  (M a tt. x v i. 4 , Jo h n  i i . 1 9 ) , 

a n d , a f te r  th e  e v e n t, a p p e a le d  to  b y  S t P a u l a s  th e  o n e  fa c t  b y  w h ic h  th e  w h o le  o f  

C h ris tia n ity  w a s  to  s ta n d  o r  fa ll -  " If  C h ris t b e  n o t  r is e n , y o u r  fa ith  is  v a in "  (1  C o r. x v .  

1 7 ) . H e re , su re ly , w e  a re  d e a lin g  w ith  so m e th in g  w h ic h  is  e ith e r  fa c t o r  f ic tio n , e ith e r  

h is to r ica l tru th  o r  p u re  fa b r ic a tio n . C a ll i t o n e  o r  th e  o th e r . T h e  M o d e rn is t se e m s  to  c a ll i t  

so m e th in g  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o .

F o r  h e  te lls  u s  th e  re su rre c tio n  o f  C h ris t is  n o t  tru e  a s  a n  h is to r ica l fa c t, a n d  y e t i t  is  n o t  to  

b e  c a lle d  e n tire ly  fa ls e ; i t is  tru e  a s  a  sy m b o l. A  sy m b o l o f  w h a t?  A  sy m b o l o f  th e  tru th  

th a t  th e  " d iv in e  p e rso n a lity  o f  Je su s  c a n n o t d ie ." 1 5 1 B u t, o n e  is  in c lin e d  to  sa y , b e fo re  i t 

c a n  b e  a  sy m b o l i t m u s t  b e  sh o w n  to  b e  a  fa c t; w h a t a b o u t  th e  a lle g e d  fa c t?  T h e  A p o s tle s  

d e c la re  th a t  th e y  a n d  o th e rs sa w  H im  d e a d  a n d  sa w  H im  a f te rw ard s  a liv e . W h a t a re  w e  to  
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sa y  to  th a t?  T h e  M o d e rn is t  a n sw e rs , " W h a t th e y  sa w  w a s  a  v is io n , th e  sp o n ta n e o u s  se lf

e m b o d im e n t o f  th e ir  fa ith  in  C h ris t 's  sp iritu a l tr iu m p h  a n d  re su rre c tio n ." B u t, w e  re p ly , 

they d id  n o t  c a ll i t a  v is io n . O n  th e  c o n tra ry , th e ir  a c c o u n t e x p re s s ly  p re c lu d e s  a n y  su c h  

e x p la n a tio n . " T h e  L o rd  h a th  r is en  indeed," th e y  sa y , " a n d  h a th  a p p e a re d  to  S im o n ."  L e t  

u s  su p p o se  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  a rg u m en t th a t th e  a p p e a ra n c e  to  S im o n  w a s  a  v is io n ; th e  a c tu a l 

re su rre c tio n  is  d e sc r ib e d  a s  p re ce d in g  i t . T h e  A p o s tle s  d o  n o t, l ik e  th e  M o d e rn is ts , 

c o n fo u n d  th e  re su rre c tio n  w ith  th e  v is io n . T h e y  a re  c a re fu l to  d is tin g u ish  b e tw e en  th e  

tw o : f irs t , th e  re su rre c tio n ; th e n , th e  a p p e a ra n c e  to  S im o n . T h e y  d e sc r ib e  th e  re su rre c tio n  

a s  a  re a lity . " C er ta in ly ,"  is  th e  M o d e rn is t's  re p ly , " b y  a ll m e a n s  a  re a lity , b u t  a n  in w a rd  

re a lity . T h e re  w a s  n o  o u tw a rd  re a lity . T h e  v is io n  w a s  tru e  to  a n  in w a rd  re a lity , th e  sp ir it 

a n d  fa ith  o f  th e  b e h o ld e r . I t  w a s  d e te rm in e d , n o t  f ro m  w ith o u t, b u t  f ro m  w ith in ."®  T h e  

M o d e rn is ts  b e g a n  b y  sa y in g  th a t  th e  re su rre c tio n  w a s  n o t  fa c t b u t  v is io n . N o w  th e y  se e m  

to  sa y : i t is  n o t e v e n  v is io n . F o r , a f te r  a ll, v is io n s , if  th e y  d e se rv e  th e  n a m e , su p p o se  so m e  

o u tw a rd  re a lity ; th e y  a re  d e te rm in e d  f ro m  w ith o u t, n o t f ro m  w ith in . B u t  th is  v is io n  o f  th e  

re su rre c tio n , M o d e rn is ts  sa y , w a s  tru e  o n ly  to  a n  in w a rd  re a lity , w a s  d e te rm in e d , n o t  

f ro m  w ith o u t, b u t  f ro m  w ith in . T h is  re d u ce s  th e  v is io n  to  p u re  im a g in a tio n . S o  i t se e m s  

th e  re su rre c tio n  is  a  sy m b o l o f  tru th  fo u n d e d  u p o n  im a g in a tio n . I f  so , w h a t is  i ts  w o rth  a s  

a  sy m b o l?  I t is  w o rth  ju s t  a s  m u c h , o r  a s  l i t t le , a s  th e  im a g in a tio n  is  w o rth  o n  w h ic h  i t is  

fo u n d ed . A n d  w h a t is  th e  w o rth  o f  S t P a u l's  a rg u m e n t, " If  C h ris t  b e  n o t  r is e n , y o u r  fa ith  is  

v a in "?  W e  h a d  a lw a y s  th o u g h t th a t  to  m e a n , th e  tru th  o f  y o u r  fa ith  d e p e n d s  u p o n  th e  tru th  

o f  th e  fa c t o f  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n . B u t i t w o u ld  se e m  th e  re su rre c tio n  is  n o t a  fa c t, b u t a n  

im a g in a tio n . S o  a p p a ren tly  w h a t S t  P a u l m e a n t  to  sa y  w a s , y o u r  fa ith  d e p e n d s  u p o n  —  

im a g in a tio n !

I k n o w  th e  d e sp e ra te  e ffo rts  m a d e  b y  M o d e rn is ts  to  e sc a p e  f ro m  th is  c o n c lu s io n . T h e y  

w o u ld  p ro te s t th e y  d o  n o t  c a ll th e  re su rre c tio n  im a g in a tio n . W e  m a y  a d m it  th e y  d o  n o t  in  

so  m a n y  w o rd s . W h a t  th e y  d o  c a ll i t is  so m e tim e s  " p ro p h e tic  im a g e ry ," ®  so m e tim e s  

" a p o c a ly p tic  im a g e ry ."®  T h is  is  p la y in g  w ith  w o rd s . " P ro p h e tic  im a g e ry "  m e a n s , I  

su p p o se , im a g e ry  w h ic h  fo re c a s ts  th e  fu tu re , a n d  " a p o c a ly p tic  im a g e ry " m e a n s  im a g e ry  

w h ic h  re v e a ls  th e  u n k n o w n . B u t, w h e th e r  y o u  c a ll i t  p ro p h e tic  o r  a p o c a ly p tic , im a g e ry  is  

im a g in a tio n  in  th e  e n d . W e  a re  ju s tifie d , th e n , in  sa y in g  th a t, if  th e  re su rre c tio n  o f  C h ris t 

is  o n ly  a  p ie c e  o f  p ro p h e tic  o r  a p o c a ly p tic  im a g e ry , i t is  o n ly  im a g in a tio n . In  b e g in n in g  to  

a p p ly  h is  m e th o d s  o f  sy m b o lism  to  th e  re su rre c tio n  o f  C h ris t, th e  c h ie f  e x p o n e n t  o f  

M o d e rn ism  in  th is  c o u n try  sa y s , " H e re  w e  a re  o n  d iffic u lt g ro u n d ."®  A n d  to  th a t e x te n t 

w e  sh a ll b e  d isp o se d  to  a g re e  w ith  h im .

B u t h is  d iff icu ltie s  a re  n o t o v e r  y e t. H e  h a s  d isp o se d  in  h is  o w n  w a y  o f  th e  fa c t o f  C h ris t's  

re su rre c tio n . H e  h a s  n o t y e t su c c ee d e d  in  c o m p le te ly  d isp o s in g  o f  th e  n a rra tiv e . T h a t  h a s  

s till to  b e  a c c o u n te d  fo r. I f  th e  M o d e rn is t 's  v ie w  is  c o rre c t, th e  n a rra tiv e  o f  th e  

re su rre c tio n  g iv e n  b y  th e  E v a n g e lis ts  is  th e  n a rra tiv e  o f  v is io n s  b e h e ld  b y  th e  A p o s tle s , 

th e  h o ly  w o m e n , a n d  th e  o th e r  w itn e s se s . B u t  th e re  is  n o  h in t g iv e n  in  th e  n a rra tiv e s  

th e m se lv e s  th a t  v is io n s  a re  b e in g  d e sc r ib ed . W e  sh o u ld  n a tu ra lly  e x p e c t so m e  su c h  h in t. 

W h e n  S t Jo h n  is  a b o u t to  re la te  h is  v is io n  in  th e  A p o c a ly p se , h e  p re p a re s  u s  fo r  i t : " I w a s  

in  th e  sp ir it o n  th e  L o rd 's  d a y " (A p o c . i . 1 0 ) . W h e n  S t  P a u l h a s  to  re c o rd  th e  v is io n s  h e  

b e h e ld  w h e n  h e  w a s  ra p t  to  th e  th ird  h e a v e n , h e  te lls  u s  so : " I  w ill c o m e  to  th e  v is io n s  

a n d  re v e la tio n s  o f  th e  L o rd " (2  C o r. x ii. 2 ) . In  th e  c a se  o f  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n , th e re  is  n o  
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su c h  su g g e s tio n . T h e  n a rra tiv e  re a d s  a s  p la in , s tra ig h tfo rw ard  m a tte r  o f  fa c t. B u t, th e  

M o d e rn is ts  te ll u s , i t is  n o t  to  b e  ta k e n  a s  tru e  to  fa c t, b u t  a s  tru e  o n ly  w ith  sy m b o lic  tru th . 

W e  k n o w  th a t  k in d  o f  n a rra tiv e . W e  c a ll i t a lle g o ry ; th a t  is  to  sa y , a  tru th  c o n v e y e d  

p ic tu re sq u e ly  th ro u g h  th e  m e d iu m  o f  a  f ic tit io u s n a rra tiv e . W e  h a v e  c la s s ic a l e x a m p le s  o f  

i t in  o u r  o w n  l i te ra tu re , in  S p e n se r 's  " F a e ry  Q u e e n ,"  a n d  D e a n  S w ift 's  " T a le  o f  a  T u b ,"  

a n d  Jo h n  B u n y a n 's " P ilg r im 's  P ro g re s s ."  W h e n  B u n y a n  te lls  u s  a b o u t M r  W o rld ly  

W isem a n , a n d  G ia n t D e sp a ir , a n d  V a n ity  F a ir , a n d  D o u b tin g  C a s tle , a n d  th e  S lo u g h  o f  

D e sp o n d , a n d  th e  re s t, w e  u n d e rs ta n d  p e rfe c tly  th a t  th e  p e rso n s  a n d  p la c e s  so  n a m e d  a re  

n o t  tru e  to  fa c t, b u t o n ly  sy m b o ls  o f  a  tru th , th e  tru th , n a m e ly , o f  th e  p ilg r im 's  p ro g re s s , 

o f  C h ris tia n 's  jo u rn e y  to  H e a v e n . A n d , if  th e  n a rra tiv e  o f  th e  re su rre c tio n  g iv e n  b y  th e  

E v a n g e lis ts  is  tru e , n o t  to  fa c t, b u t  o n ly  w ith  sy m b o lic  tru th , th e n  th a t  n a rra tiv e  is  a lle g o ry  

to o ; b u t  w ith  th is  im p o rta n t  d iffe ren c e  b e tw e e n  i t a n d  o th e r  a lle g o rie s , th a t  n o  h in t is  

g iv e n  th a t i t is  a lleg o ry .

A s  e x p la in e d  b y  th e  M o d e rn is ts , th e n , th e  n a rra tiv e  o f  th e  E v a n g e lis t  is  to  b e  c la s sed  w ith  

th e  " P ilg r im 's  P ro g re s s "  a n d  th e  " Q u e s t o f  th e  H o ly  G ra il," a n d  th e  " L e g e n d s o f  th e  

N ib e lu n g en  R in g "  a n d  th e  Ic e la n d ic  S a g a . T h e  o u t-a n d -o u t u n b e lie v e r  m a k e s  th e  

S c rip tu re s  p u re  in v e n tio n . T h e  M o d e rn is t  m a k e s  th e m  a  fa iry - ta le . T h e re  is  n o t  m u c h  to  

c h o o se  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o .

B u t,  ju s t a s  th e  M o d e rn is ts  a re  se n s itiv e  to  th e ir  " v is io n s" b e in g  c a lle d  im a g in a tio n s ,  th e y  

a re  e q u a lly  se n s itiv e  to  th e  n a rra tiv e s  o f  th e se  v is io n s  b e in g  c a lle d  a lle g o rie s . " N o  

p ro p h e t fe e ls  o r  w o u ld  a llo w  th a t  h is  u tte ra n c e s  a re  m e re ly  p o e tic a l o r  a lle g o ric a l; h e  

fe e ls  th a t  th e y  a re  n o t  le s s  b u t  m o re  tru ly  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f  re a lity  . . . th a n  th e  p ro se  

la n g u ag e  o f  h is to r ic a l n a rra tiv e ." ®  T o  w h ic h  w e  re p ly , in  tre a tin g  o f  th e  n a rra tiv e s  o f  th e  

E v a n g e lis ts , w e  a re  c o n c e rn e d  n o t  w ith  p ro p h e ts , b u t  w ith  h is to r ia n s . A n d , e v e n  if  w e  

w e re , th e  p ro p h e t is  n o  m o re  e n title d  th a n  th e  h is to r ia n  to  re la te  a s  fa c t w h a t is  n o t  fa c t. 

W e  m e n tio n e d  A rc h b ish o p  W h a te ly  ju s t  n o w  in  a n o th e r  c o n n e c tio n . H e  h a s  so m e  

w e ig h ty  w o rd s  o n  th is  su b je c t. " I t is  p e rfe c tly  a llo w a b le  to  b rin g  fo rw a rd  a  p a ra b le  o r  

a lle g o ry  a v o w e d ly  a s  su c h  . . . b u t  to  re la te  w h a t is  n o t  tru e  in  th e  se n se  in  w h ic h  i t is  su re  

to  b e  u n d e rs to o d ,  is  w h a t  w e  sh o u ld  c a ll b y  a  v e ry  d iffe ren t n a m e  f ro m  a lle g o ry . T h a t  

su c h  d ish o n e s ty  sh o u ld  b e  a ttrib u te d  to  o u r  sa c re d  w rite rs  b y  a v o w ed  a n ti-C h ris tian s  is  

n o th in g  s tra n g e  o r  a la rm in g . B u t  w h e n  p ro fe s se d  C h ris tia n  te a c h e rs  sp e a k  th u s , th e y  

a tta c k  th e  v e ry  fo u n d a tio n s  b o th  o f  re lig io n  a n d  m o ra lity ." 1®  T h e  M o d e rn is ts  o b je c t  to  

th e  te rm  a lle g o ry . T h e y  w ill h a rd ly  p re fe r  th e  a lte rn a tiv e  su g g e s te d  b y  A rc h b ish o p  

W h a te ly .

C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n , th e n , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  M o d e rn is ts , c o m e s  to  th is : C h ris t d id  n o t  

re a lly  r is e  a g a in ; th e  A p o s tle s  th o u g h t  H e  d id , a n d  sa id  so ; b u t  w e  n e e d  n o t q u a rre l w ith  

th e m  o n  th a t a c c o u n t, fo r  th e ir  s ta te m e n ts  a re  tru e , a s  b e in g  sy m b o lic a l o f  a  g ra n d  

sp ir itu a l tru th , th a t " th e  d iv in e  p e rso n a lity  o f  Je su s  c a n n o t d ie ."  T h a t  tru th  is  w h a t  th e  

M o d e rn is t  p ro fe s se s  h is  b e lie f  in , w h en  h e  sa y s  h e  b e lie v e s  in  th e  re su rre c tio n . B u t  w h a t  

h e  re a lly  b e lie v e s  in  is  a  sy m b o l, w h ic h  d e p e n d s  fo r  i ts  v a lu e  u p o n  a  se r ie s  o f  v is io n s  o r  

a p p a r itio n s , o r  im a g in a tio n s , o r  h a llu c in a tio n s , o u r  o n ly  e v id e n c e  fo r  w h ic h  is  a n  

a lle g o r ic a l n a rra tiv e . S u c h  b e lie f  im p o se s  to o  se v e re  a  s tra in  u p o n  o u r  c red u lity . M o st 

p e o p le  w ill f in d  i t e a s ie r  to  b e lie v e  in  th e  C a th o lic  d o c trin e  o f  th e  re su rre c tio n  a t o n c e .
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M o st  p e o p le  w ill th in k  th a t a  sy m b o l d e d u c e d  f ro m  a n  e v e n t  w h ic h  n e v e r  h a p p e n e d , b u t  

w h ic h  is  re p re sen te d  a s  if  i t h a d , is  a  sy m b o l d e d u c e d  f ro m  a  l ie ; i t is  a  ly in g  sy m b o l, a n d , 

if  so , w h a t is  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  tru th  i t is  su p p o se d  to  s ig n ify ?

N o  o n e  w o u ld  w ish  to  d e n y  th a t sy m b o lism  h a s  a  fo rc e  a n d  v a lu e  o f  i ts  o w n . W e  a re  

fa m ilia r  w ith  i t in  m a n y  a  c o n v e n tio n a l  fo rm , a n d  e m b le m , a n d  d e v ice . T h e  ro se , th e  

th is tle , a n d  th e  sh a m ro c k  a re  sy m b o ls  w e  a ll k n o w  a n d  u n d e rs ta n d , o r  th e  a n c h o r  a s  th e  

sy m b o l o f  h o p e , th e  p a lm  a s  th e  sy m b o l o f  tr iu m p h  o r  m a rty rd o m . A n d  sy m b o lism  h a s  i ts  

p la c e , a n  im p o rta n t p la c e , in  re lig io n , b o th  u n d e r  th e  o ld  la w  a n d  u n d e r  th e  n e w . T h e  

ty p e s  a n d  f ig u re s  o f  th e  o ld  la w  w e re  sy m b o ls : th e  p a sc h a l la m b , th e  sy m b o l o f  th e  L a m b  

o f  G o d ; th e  b ra z e n  se rp en t, th e  sy m b o l o f  H is  C ru c ifix io n . A n d , u n d e r  th e  n e w  la w , o u r  

v e ry  c re e d s  a re  c a lle d  sy m b o ls ; th e y  a re  s ig n s , d is tin c tiv e  m a rk s  o f  th o se  p ro fe s s in g  th e  

sa m e  fa ith . T h e  sa c ra m e n ts  a re  sy m b o ls ; th e y  a re  o u tw a rd  s ig n s  o f  th e  in w a rd  g ra c e  th e y  

c o n fe r. T h e  C h u rch 's  r itu a l, i ts  la n g u ag e , i ts  c e re m o n ie s , a re  fu ll o f  sy m b o lism . B u t  th e  

M o d e rn is t sy m b o lism  —  a  sy m b o lism  w h ic h  f irs t d e n ie s  a  fa c t a n d  th e n  u se s  i t a s  a  

sy m b o l —  th is  is  sy m b o lism  g o n e  m a d . T h e  M o d e rn is t  te lls  u s  th a t th e  re su rre c tio n  o f  

C h ris t is  n o t a  fa c t, b u t  a  sy m b o l. W h a t  w e  h a v e  so u g h t  to  sh o w  in  re p ly  is  th a t, if  i t is  n o t  

a  fa c t, i t is  n o t a  sy m b o l. T h e  re su rre c tio n  is  o n e  o f  th o se  m ira c le s  b y  w h ic h  th e  Je su s  o f  

h is to ry  is  p ro v e d  to  b e  G o d . W e  h a v e  se e n  h o w  M o d e rn is ts  try  to  e v a d e  i ts  fo rc e , n o t  b y  

d e n y in g  i t u tte r ly  b u t  b y  e x p la in in g  i t sy m b o lic a lly . A n d  th a t  th e o ry  o f  sy m b o lism  th e y  

a p p ly  n o t  o n ly  to  th e  d o g m a  o f  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n , b u t  to  a ll th e  C h u rch 's  d o g m a tic  

te ac h in g . Y o u  m a y  a c c e p t th e  d o g m a  a n d  re ta in  th e  v e ry  te rm s , in  w h ic h  i t is  e x p re s se d  

p ro v id ed  th a t  y o u  in te rp re t th e m  sy m b o lica lly . W e  h a v e  te s te d  th e  v a lu e  o f  th a t  th e o ry  in  

o n e  in s ta n c e . W e  c a n  ju d g e  o f  i ts  v a lu e  in  o th e rs . B u t, w h a t is  m o re , f ro m  th is  o n e  

e x a m p le  w e  c a n  ju d g e  o f  th e  su c c es s  o f  M o d e rn ism  in  i ts  e n d e a v o u r  to  in te rp re t  

C h ris tia n ity  in  te rm s  o f  m o d e m  th o u g h t.

{ I l " Q u e lq u e s  L e ttre s ,"  L o isy , p p . 7 1 , 7 3 -4 , 1 5 6 .

{ 2 ] " T h ro u g h  S c y lla  a n d  C h a ry b d is ," T y rre ll , p . 3 3 4 .

{ 3 1 " C h ris tia n ity  a t  th e  C ro ss  R o a d s ,"  T y rre ll , p . 1 5 1 .

{ 4 { Ibid., p . 1 5 2 .

{ 5  j " C h ris tia n ity  a t  th e  C ro ss R o a d s ," T y rre ll , p p . 1 4 5 , 1 4 6 .

{ 6 } " T h ro u g h  S c y lla  a n d  C h a ry b d is ," T y rre ll , p . 2 3 0 , e tc .

{ 7 1  " C h ris tia n ity  a t th e  C ro ss  R o a d s ," T y rre ll , p p . 9 5 , 1 4 4 , e tc .

{ 8 } " C h ris tia n ity  a t  th e  C ro ss  R o a d s ,"  T y rre ll , p . 1 4 3 .
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{ 1 0 } " A rc h b ish o p  W h a te ly 's  M isc e lla n e o u s  R e m a in s , A lle g o ry ,"  p . 1 9 3 .

Lecture V

Modernism and Dogma

IL Pragmatism

IN  o u r  la s t le c tu re  w e  sa w  h o w  M o d e rn ism  d e a ls  w ith  d o g m a , a n d  w e  to o k  a s  a n  

i l lu s tra tio n  th e  d o g m a  o f  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n . T h e  M o d e rn is t 's  m e th o d  is  to  a c c e p t th e  

d o g m a , a n d  to  a c c e p t th e  v e ry  te rm s  in  w h ic h  i t is  s ta te d , a n d  th e n  to  in te rp re t th e m  in  h is  

o w n  w a y . T h u s , in  th e  e x a m p le  c ited , a  M o d e rn is t, l ik e  a  C a th o lic , w o u ld  p ro fe s s  h is  

b e lie f  in  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n , h e  w o u ld  sa y  i t is  q u ite  tru e . B u t if  y o u  a sk  h im  in  w h a t  

se n se  tru e , h e  w o u ld  a n sw e r: " N o t  tru e  to  fa c t, n o t  tru e  h is to r ica lly , b u t  tru e  in  a n o th e r  

se n se , a n d  th a t o th e r  se n se  tw o -fo ld . F irs t, i t is  tru e  sy m b o lic a lly , a s  a  sy m b o l o f  tru th ."  

A n d  if  y o u  a sk : " W h a t is  th a t tru th  o f  w h ic h  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n  is  a  sy m b o l? "  th e  

M o d e rn is t a n sw e rs : " T h e  tru th  th a t  th e  d iv in e  p e rso n a lity  o f  Je su s  c a n n o t d ie ."  T h a t, in  

th e  f irs t  p la c e , is  th e  tru th  w h ic h  th e  M o d e rn is t  te lls  u s  th e  d o g m a  o f  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n  

c o n v e y s  to  h im . A n d  th is  is  a  tru th  o f  a  th e o re tic a l o r  sp e c u la tiv e  k in d . W e  d isc u sse d  i t in  

o u r  la s t le c tu re . B u t, b e s id e s  th is , h e  te lls  u s  th a t  th e  d o g m a  c o n v e y s  to  h im  a  p ra c tic a l 

tru th  a lso , a n d  th a t  p ra c tica l tru th  h e  s ta te s  th u s : " Je su s  is  r is e n , m e a n s  d e a l w ith  H im  a s  

y o u  w o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  b e fo re  H is  d e a th , a s  y o u  d e a l w ith  a  c o n te m p o ra ry ." 1 1 1 T h e  d o g m a  

o f  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n , th u s  b e lie v e d , is  tru e  w ith  p ra c tic a l  tru th , w ith  in s tru m e n ta l  tru th ; 

i t is  a n  in s tru m en t o f  p ra c tic a l v a lu e  fo r  th e  b e lie v e r . H e  d e r iv e s  b e n e f it  f ro m  h is  b e lie f.

F o r  b o th  th e se  re a so n s , th e n , th e  M o d e rn is t  a s su re s  u s , th e  d o g m a  o f  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n  

is  to  b e  c a lle d  tru e . W e  sa w  in  o u r  la s t le c tu re  w h a t is  to  b e  th o u g h t o f  d o g m a  in te rp re ted  

sy m b o lica lly . W e  c o m e  n o w  to  c o n s id e r  w h a t is  to  b e  th o u g h t  o f  d o g m a  in te rp re te d  

p ra c tic a lly  o r  in s tru m e n ta lly .

I t is  to  th is  la tte r  fo rm  o f  in te rp re ta tio n  th a t  m a n y  M o d e rn is ts  se e m  to  a tta c h  m o s t 

im p o rta n c e . " A  d o g m a  h a s  a b o v e  a ll a  p ra c tic a l m e a n in g  . . .  i t is  f irs t  a n d  fo rem o s t a  ru le  

o f  p ra c tic a l c o n d u c t  th e re in  l ie s  i ts  p rin c ip a l v a lu e"  -  so  w rite s  a  w e ll-k n o w n  M o d e rn is t,  

a n d  h e  i l lu s tra te s  h is  m e a n in g  b y  e x a m p le s . T h u s : " G o d  is  a  P e rso n a l B e in g , m e a n s  

c o n d u c t y o u rse lf  in  y o u r  re la tio n s  w ith  G o d  a s  y o u  w o u ld  in  y o u r  re la tio n s  w ith  a  

p e rso n a l h u m a n  b e in g . . . In  l ik e  m a n n e r , th e  d o g m a  o f  th e  R e a l P re se n ce  m e a n s  th a t o n e  

sh o u ld  a d o p t  th e  sa m e  a ttitu d e  in  p re sen c e  o f  th e  c o n se c ra te d  H o s t; th a t o n e  w o u ld  a d o p t 

in  p re se n c e  o f  Je su s  m a d e  v is ib le  to  th e  e y e ." 1 2 1

O b se rv e  th e  M o d e rn is ts ' s ta n d p o in t. " W e  d o  n o t sa y ,"  th e y  e x p la in , " th a t th e se  d o g m a s  

a re  tru e  to  fa c t. O n  th e  c o n tra ry , in  so m e  in s ta n c e s  a t le a s t, a s  in  th a t o f  C h ris t's  

re su rre c tio n ,  w e  e x p re s s ly  d e n y  i t . B u t s till w e  sa y  th a t  th e y  a re  n o t  to  b e  c a lle d  fa lse . F o r  

th e y  a re  tru e  in  tw o  se n se s . F irs t, w ith  sy m b o lic  tru th ; se c o n d ly , w ith  p ra c tica l o r  

in s tru m e n ta l tru th . A lth o u g h  th e y  a re  n o t  tru e  to  fa c t, y o u  m a y  a c t a s  if  th e y  w e re , a n d  

y o u  a re  th e  b e tte r  fo r  d o in g  so ."  I t is  o n ly  th is  la tte r  v a lu e  o f  d o g m a  w e  a re  to  d isc u ss  
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n o w , i ts  p ra c tic a l v a lu e . A n d  o n  h e a r in g  i t s ta te d , i t o c c u rs  to  u s  a t o n c e  to  sa y  th is  is  

P ra g m a tism .

M o d e rn ism , i t  w ill b e  re m e m b e re d ,  se e k s  to  in te rp re t C h ris tia n ity  in  te rm s  o f  m o d e m  

th o u g h t. T h e  sy s te m  to  w h ic h  th e  n a m e  o f  P ra g m a tism  h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  is  c e r ta in ly  

m o d e rn  e n o u g h . I t is  h a rd ly  tw e n ty  y e a rs  o ld .®  A s  i ts  n a m e  su ff ic ie n tly  in d ic a te s , i t is  

n o th in g  if  n o t  p ra c tic a l. I t h a d  i ts  o rig in , a s  w a s  a p p ro p r ia te , in  A m e ric a , th a t  la n d  o f  

s tre n u o u s  p ra c tica l e n d e a v o u r , a n d  i ts  c h ie f  e x p o n e n t  is  a n  A m e rica n  —  th e  la te  P ro fe s so r  

W . Ja m e s . N o w  P ra g m a tism  s ta n d s  a m o n g  o th e r  th in g s  fo r  " a  th e o ry  o f  tru th ,  " ®  a n d  th e  

p ra g m a tic  th e o ry  o f  tru th  is  th is  —  p ra c tic e  is  th e  te s t o f  tru th . " A n  id e a  is  tru e  so  lo n g  a s  

to  b e lie v e  i t is  p ro f itab le  to  o u r  l iv e s ." ®  T o  w h ic h  th e  re to r t is  o b v io u s : th a t  is  n o t  tru th , i t  

is  a  m isu se  o f  th e  te rm , th a t  is  u tility  o r  e x p e d ie n c y , n o t  tru th . S a y , ra th e r , a n  id e a  is  

u se fu l o r  e x p e d ie n t o r  c o n v e n ie n t, so  lo n g  a s  to  b e lie v e  i t is  p ro fita b le  to  o u r  l iv e s , b u t d o  

n o t sa y  i t is  tru e . A n d  th e  P ra g m a tis t  c a n d id ly  a d m its  th a t  to  h im  tru th  is  e x p e d ie n c y . 

" T h e  tru e  is  o n ly  th e  e x p e d ie n t  in  th e  w a y  o f  o u r  th in k in g ,  ju s t a s  th e  r ig h t is  o n ly  th e  

e x p e d ie n t in  th e  w a y  o f  o u r  b e h a v in g ."  T h is  is  su ffic ie n tly  s ta r tlin g . B u t  th e  P ra g m a tis t 

g o e s  fu r th e r  s till. " T ru th  in  o u r  id e a s  m e a n s  th e ir  p o w e r  to  w o rk ." ®  " P ra g m a tism 's  o n ly  

te s t o f  tru th  is  w h a t  w o rk s  b e s t."®  " If  th e  h y p o th e s is  o f  G o d  w o rk s  sa tis fa c to rily  . . .  i t is  

tru e ."®  In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  - tru th  o f  a n y  p a r tic u la r  s ta te m e n t  is  a n  h y p o th e s is , a  w o rk in g  

th e o ry , a n d  so  th e  tru th  o f  G o d 's  e x is te n c e  is  a  w o rk in g  th e o ry , o n  a  p a r  w ith  a n y  o th e r  

w o rk in g  th e o ry , su c h  a s  th e  n e b u la r  th e o ry , o r  th e  a to m ic  th e o ry , o r  th e o r ie s  o f  e le c tro n s  

a n d  e th e r  a n d  th e  re s t. B u t  w o rk in g  th e o r ie s  c h a n g e . T h e  w o rk in g  th e o ry  o f  to -d a y  is  

re je c te d  to -m o rro w  in  fa v o u r  o f  a  th eo ry  w h ic h  w o rk s  b e tte r . D o e s  tru th  c h a n g e  to o ?  T h e  

P ra g m a tis t sa y s  y e s : " W e  h a v e  to  l iv e  to -d a y  b y  w h a t  tru th  w e  c a n  g e t  to -d a y , a n d  b e  

re a d y  to m o rro w  to  c a ll i t  fa ls e h o o d ." ®

S o  tru th  is  a  v a r ia b le  q u a n tity , a n d  m u s t  b e  a c c o rd in g  to  th is  a c c o u n t o f  th e  m a tte r . F o r  

tru th  b e in g  " th a t w h ic h  w o rk s  b e s t,"  i t c a n  o n ly  b e  te s te d  a n d  v e r if ie d  b y  o u r  e x p e r ie n c e  

o f  i ts  w o rk in g . ’®  B u t e x p e rie n c e  v a r ie s . T h e  e x p e rie n c e  o f  o n e  m a n  v a r ie s  f ro m  th e  

e x p e rie n c e  o f  a n o th e r; n a y , th e  sa m e  m a n 's  e x p e rie n c e  m a y  v a ry  f ro m  d a y  to  d a y , a n d  

th e re fo re  tru th  v a r ie s  to o .®

S u c h  is  th e  P ra g m a tis ts ' th e o ry  o f  tru th  s ta te d  in  th e ir  o w n  w o rd s , a n d  i t m u s t  b e  o w n e d  i t  

is  a  n o v e l th e o ry . W h a t  is  tru th ?  P ila te  a sk e d  o u r  L o rd . T h a t q u e s tio n  w a s  n o t a n sw ere d . 

A n d  th e  w o rld  h a s  b e e n  d e b a tin g  i t e v e r  s in c e . T h e  a n sw e rs  re tu rn e d  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y ,  

a n d  o fte n  c o n tra d ic to ry . O th e r  sy s te m s  h a v e  a g re e d  w ith  P ra g m a tism  in  h o ld in g  tru th  to  

b e  re la tiv e , su b je c tiv e , v a r iab le , sh iftin g . B u t  I  th in k  i t  h a s  b e e n  re se rv e d  to  P rag m a tism  

to  d e f in e  tru th  a s  e x p e d ie n c y , to  sa y : " T h e  tru e  is  o n ly  th e  e x p e d ie n t  in  th e  w a y  o f  o u r  

th in k in g ." T h a t  g iv e s  u s  th e  m e a su re  o f  P ra g m a tism .

T h e re  c a n  b e  n o  d o u b t th a t  P rag m a tism  o w e s  so m e th in g  to  th e  in f lu e n ce  o f  K a n t. W e  

h a v e  a lre ad y  h e a rd  in  a  p re v io u s  le c tu re  o f  K a n t's  " R e g u la tiv e  P rin c ip le s  o f  C o n d u c t," a  

te rm  w h ic h  re c a lls  o n e  o f  th e  P ra g m a tis t 's  m a in  p o s itio n s . B y  h is  in s is te n c e  o n  th e  m o ra l 

la w , th e  la w  o f  a c tio n , a s  th e  b a s is  o f  tru th , K a n t m a y  b e  sa id  to  h a v e  p re p a re d  th e  w a y  

fo r  th a t g o sp e l o f  a c tio n  w h ic h  is  k n o w n  a s  P ra g m a tism . M o d e rn ism  se e m s  u n a b le  to  r id  

i ts e lf  o f  th e  in f lu en c e  o f  K a n t. W e  a re  n o t su rp ris e d  to  f in d , th e n , th a t  M o d e rn ism  a d o p ts  
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th e  p ra g m a tic  th e o ry  o f  tru th , a n d  a p p lie s  i t to  d o g m a . H o w  c o m p le te ly  i t a d o p ts  i t 

a p p e a rs  f ro m  su c h  p a ssa g es  a s  th e  fo llo w in g : " T ru th  is  f ro m  f irs t  to  la s t a n  in s tru m e n t, o r  

ra th e r  a  fa c to r o f  l ife  a n d  a c tio n ." 1 1 2 1  In  o th e r  w o rd s , a n  id e a  is  tru e  fo r  i ts  in s tru m e n ta l  

v a lu e . T h is  is  th e  in s tru m e n ta l tru th  o f  th e  M o d e rn is t,  w h ic h  w e  th u s  se e  to  b e  id e n tic a l  

w ith  tru th  a s  th e  P ra g m a tis t  d e f in e s  i t . A g a in , s till m o re  e x p lic itly : " T h e  tru th  (o f  a n  id e a )  

m e a n s , g o  h e re  o r  th e re ; d o  th is  o r  th a t."1 1  T h a t  is  to  sa y , tru th  is  o n ly  a  p ra c tic a l ru le  o f  

c o n d u c t. A n d , h a v in g  th u s  a d o p te d  th e  P ra g m a tis t  th e o ry  o f  tru th , th e  M o d e rn is t a p p lie s  i t 

to  d o g m a . " I  a d m it,"  w rite s  o n e  M o d e rn is t, " th e  fu n d a m en ta l p o s itio n s  o f  C h ris tia n ity  n o t  

a s  d o c tr in e s  d e m o n s tra te d  b u t a s  a c c e p te d  ru le s . 'I lu i A n d  a n o th e r : " A s  re g a rd s  th e  

fo u n d a tio n s  o f  C a th o lic ism , th e  d o c trin e s  o f  th e  im m o rta lity  o f  th e  so u l, o f  th e  e x is te n c e  

o f  a  p e rso n a l G o d , o f  th e  d iv in ity  o f  C h ris t, in  th e m  w e  re c o g n ise  th e  P ra g m a tis t 

a ttitu d e . . . .  W e  in s is t  u p o n  th e  re la tiv ity  o f  th e se  d o g m a tic  c o n c e p tio n s , th e ir  p u re ly  

p ra c tic a l v a lu e , th e ir  te m p o ra ry  c h a ra c te r. T h e y  h a v e , in  fa c t, n o u rish e d  fo r  lo n g  a g e s  th e  

re lig io u s se n se  o f  th e  h u m a n  ra c e ." 1 1 1 1  In  w o rd s  l ik e  th e se  M o d e rn is ts  id e n tify  th e m se lv e s  

w ith  P ra g m a tis ts  to  th e  e x te n t a t le a s t o f  id e n tify in g  th e ir  th e o ry  o f  tru th  w ith  th e irs , a n d  

a p p ly in g  i t  to  d o g m a . S o  th a t  i t h a s  b e e n  tru ly  sa id : " M o d e rn ism  is  a n  a p p lic a tio n  o f  

P ra g m a tism , to  re lig io u s  b e lie fs ." 1 1 1 1 T h e  M o d e rn is t 's  in s tru m e n ta l tru th  is  n o th in g  m o re  

o r  le s s  th a n  th e  P ra g m a tis t's  tru th  o f  e x p e d ie n c y . B u t a  sy s te m  w h ic h , l ik e  th e  P ra g m a tis t,  

c y n ic a lly  d e c la re s  th a t " th e  tru e  is  o n ly  th e  e x p e d ie n t  in  th e  w a y  o f  o u r  th in k in g ,  ju s t a s  

th e  r ig h t is  o n ly  th e  e x p e d ie n t  in  th e  w a y  o f  o u r  b e h a v in g ," su c h  a  sy s te m  to  a  C a th o lic  

s ta n d s  se lf- re fu ted  a n d  se lf -c o n d e m n e d . T h e  M o d e rn is t  c a n n o t e sc a p e  h is  sh a re  in  th a t  

c o n d e m n a tio n .

" W h a t is  tru th ? "  W h e n  a  C a th o lic  is  a sk e d  th a t q u e s tio n  in  re fe re n c e  to  d o g m a , w h e n  h e  

is  a sk e d  w h a t h e  m e a n s  w h e n  h e  sa y s  th a t a  d o g m a  o f  th e  fa ith  is  tru e , h e  re p lie s  th a t h e  

m e a n s  f irs t  a n d  fo rem o s t  th a t  th e  d o g m a  is  tru e  in  th e  o rd in a ry  a c c e p ta tio n  o f  th e  te rm , 

th a t i t  is  tru e  in a sm u c h  a s  i t c o rre sp o n d s  w ith  fa c t, w ith  re a lity . T h u s  to  a  C a th o lic  th e  

d o g m a  o f  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n  m e a n s  th a t C h ris t h a s  r is en  in  v e ry  d e e d  f ro m  th e  d e a d . 

T h is  b e in g  c o n c e d e d , th e  C a th o lic  is  q u ite  re ad y  to  a d m it  th a t  th e  d o g m a  m a y  h a v e  a  

sy m b o lic a l a n d  a  p ra c tic a l o r  in s tru m en ta l v a lu e  to o : a  sy m b o lic a l v a lu e , b e c au se  C h ris t's  

re su rre c tio n  is  th e  sy m b o l o f  o u rs , a n d  a  p ra c tica l o r  in s tru m en ta l v a lu e , b e c au se  o f  th e  

p ra c tic a l b e a r in g  o f  C h ris t 's  re su rre c tio n  u p o n  o u r  l ife  a n d  d e a th  a n d  re su rre c tio n . A n d  

y o u  m a y , if  y o u  p le a se , c a ll th e se , sy m b o lic a l a n d  in s tru m e n ta l  v a lu e s  th e  sy m b o lic a l a n d  

in s tru m e n ta l  tru th  o f  th e  d o g m a . B u t  th e se  sy m b o lic a l a n d  in s tru m en ta l v a lu e s  o f  a  

d o g m a  d o  n o t  c o n s titu te  i ts  tru th . T h e y  a re  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  i ts  b e in g  tru e . I t h a s  a  tru th  o f  

i ts  o w n  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  th e m ; a n d  th e se  v a lu e s  d e p e n d  u p o n  i ts  tru th .

T o  sa y , a s  M o d e rn is ts  sa y , th a t a  d o g m a  is  n o t  tru e  to  fa c t, b u t  is  tru e  sy m b o lic a lly , is , a s  

w e  h a v e  sh o w n  a lre a d y ,  to  re d u c e  d o g m a  to  a lle g o ry . A n d  to  sa y , a s  M o d e rn is ts  sa y , th a t  

a  d o g m a  is  n o t  tru e  to  fa c t, b u t  is  tru e  in s tru m e n ta lly  o r  p ra c tic a lly , is  to  re d u c e  a ll d o g m a  

to  p re c e p t, to  a  ru le  o f  c o n d u c t, a n d , if  th a t  is  th e  o n ly  tru th  c la im e d  fo r  i t , i t is  to  re d u c e  

a ll d o g m a  to  ru le  o f  th u m b ; i t is  to  d e p r iv e  o u r  fa ith  o f  a ll in te lle c tu a l  b a s is .

T h e  m o re  a d v a n c e d  M o d e rn is ts  w o u ld  a d m it  th is . A  re c e n t w rite r , sp e a k in g  o f  o n e  o f  th e  

le a d e rs  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t, M . H é b e r t, sa y s : " H e  tu rn e d  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  re lig io n  in to  p io u s  

a n d  m o ra l a lle g o r ie s , w h o se  p ra c tic a l e ff ic a c y  se e m ed  to  h im  to  b e  th e ir  raison d'être a n d  
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ju s tif ica tio n ." 1 1 2 1  In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  o n ly  u se  o f  d o g m a  l ie s  in  i ts  sy m b o lic  a n d  p ra g m a tic  

in te rp re ta tio n !

{ 1 } L e ro y  in  " L a  Q u in z a in e ," 1 6 th  A p ril, 1 9 0 5 .

{ 2 } L e ro y  in  " L a  Q u in z a in e ," 1 6 th  A p ril,

{ 3 }  F irs t p ro p o u n d e d  b y  M r  C . P e irc e  in  1 8 7 8 . C o m p ara tiv e ly  u n n o tic ed  u n til 1 8 9 8 , 

w h e n  P ro fe s so r  W . Ja m e s  a m p lif ied  a n d  p o p u la r is e d  i t . S e e  " P ra g m a tism ,"  Ja m e s , p p . 4 6 , 

4 7 .

{ 4 } " P ra g m a tism ," Ja m e s , p . 5 5 .

1 5 1  Ibid., p . 7 5 . { 3 }  Ibid., p .2 2 2 .

{ 6 } " P ra g m a tism ," Ja m e s , p . 2 0 7 .

{ 7 }  Ibid., p . 8 0 .

1 8 ! Ibid., p . 2 9 9 .

{ 9 }  Ibid., p . 2 2 3 .

{ 1 0 } " P ra g m a tism ," Ja m e s , p p . 2 0 0 , 2 0 1 .

{ 1 1 }  Ibid., p . 2 2 6 .

{ 1 2 }  " T h ro u g h  S c y lla  a n d  C h a ry b d is ," T y rre ll , p . 1 9 6 .

{ 1 3 } " T h ro u g h  S c y lla  a n d  C h a ry b d is ," T y rre ll , p . 1 7 6 .

1 1 4 }  M u rri  q u o te d  b y  H o u tin , " H is to ire  d u  M o d e rn ism e  C a th o liq u e ," p . 2 5 4 .

{ 1 5 }  " L e tte re  d i u n  P re te  M o d e rn is ta ,"  R o m e , 1 9 0 8 . Q u o te d  b y  H o u tin , Ibid., p . 2 3 7 . Cp. 

" R isp o s ta ,"  p . 9 1 , " F ix e d  tru th  d o e s  n o t e x is t. I t is  n o  m o re  im m u ta b le  th a n  m a n  is ; i t is  

p e rp e tu a lly  c h a n g in g ."

{ 1 6 }  L 'A m i d u  C le rg é , p . 3 8 , 1 4 th  Ja n u a ry , 1 9 0 9 . Q u o te d  b y  H o u tin , " H is to ire  d u  

M o d e rn ism e  C a th o liq u e ," p . 3 1 .

{ 1 7 } " H is to ire ,"  H o u tin , p . 7 .
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Modernism and Theology

P E R H A P S  e n o u g h  h a s  b e e n  sa id  in  th e  fo re g o in g  le c tu re s  to  i l lu s tra te  M o d e rn is t  m e th o d s  

in  d e a lin g  w ith  C a th o lic  tru th . T h e y  w o u ld  e x p la in  i t o n ly  b y  e x p la in in g  i t a w a y . A n d  

n o w  w e  m a y  tu rn  to  th e  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  a  c h a rg e  w h ic h  is  o n e  o f  th o se  m o s t c o m m o n ly  

b ro u g h t b y  M o d e rn is ts th a t sh e  h a s  su b s titu te d  th e o lo g y  fo r  re v e la tio n . I t is  a  c h a rg e  o f  

w h ic h  w e  m a y  e x p e c t  to  h e a r  a  g o o d  d e a l in  th e  fu tu re . F o r  i t  is  a  p o p u la r  c ry  to  g o  to  th e  

p u b lic  u p o n  in  a  P ro te s ta n t c o u n try  l ik e  th is . T o  re p re se n t th e  C h u rc h  a s  su b s titu tin g  fo r  

th e  p u re , u n a d u lte ra te d  w o rd  o f  G o d  a  m a n -m a d e  sy s te m  o f  d o g m a , a s  c o m p e llin g  a  

se rv ile  a d h e re n c e  to  c re e d s  a n d  fo rm u la s  in  p la c e  o f  th e  f re ed o m  o f  G o sp e l tru th , to  

re p re se n t  h e r  a s  " m a k in g  th e o lo g ic a l la w s  a n d  ru le s  a  su b s titu te  fo r  th e  c re a tiv e  sp ir it o f  

l ig h t a n d  lo v e ," 1 1 1  n a y , a s  a ttem p tin g  " to  su b je c t  th e  w h o le  k in g d o m  o f  k n o w le d g e  to  th e  

c o n tro l o f  re v e la tio n  id e n tif ie d  w ith  d o g m a tic  th e o lo g y ," 1 2 1 a ll th is  m a k e s  a  te llin g  a p p e a l 

to  th e  g a lle ry . A n d  th e  c h a rg e  w a s  p ro m p tly  ta k e n  u p  b y  m a n y  o rg a n s  o f  p u b lic  o p in io n  

in  th is  c o u n try . T o  q u o te  o n ly  o n e , a  S a tu rd a y  R e v ie w e r  sp o k e  o f  " th e  e v e r la s tin g  se rv ic e  

w h ic h  M o d e rn is ts  h a v e  re n d e re d  to  th e  c a u se  o f  re lig io n  b y  d is tin g u ish in g  b e tw e en  

re v e la tio n  a n d  th e o lo g y : re v e la tio n , C h ris t m a d e  k n o w n  to  u s , th e o lo g y , m a n 's  

in te rp re ta tio n  o f  H im . . . . T h e  a p p e a l to  re v e la tio n ,"  th e  re v ie w e r  c o n tin u e s , " a s  a g a in s t 

th e o lo g y , is  s im p ly  a n  a p p e a l to  b e  a llo w e d  to  le a rn  f ro m  C h ris t." 1 2 1  W h a t is  su g g e s te d , o f  

c o u rse , is  th a t  C a th o lic  th e o lo g y  is  a  h u m a n  c o rru p tio n  o f  a  d iv in e  re v e la tio n , th a t  i t 

m e a n s  le a rn in g  f ro m  m a n  in s te a d  o f  le a rn in g  f ro m  C h ris t. T h a t  is  th e  c h a rg e  w e  h a v e  to  

m e e t.

N o w  a  C a th o lic  w o u ld  a g re e  w ith  a  M o d e rn is t  in  sa y in g  th a t  th e  C h ris tia n  re v e la tio n  d o e s  

m e a n  C h ris t m a d e  k n o w n  to  u s , m a d e  k n o w n  to  u s  in  H is  P e rso n  a n d  in  H is  te a c h in g . B u t  

th e  q u e s tio n  re m a in s , h o w  m a d e  k n o w n ?  In  a n sw e rin g  th a t q u e s tio n  th e  C a th o lic  a n d  th e  

M o d e rn is t p a r t c o m p a n y . T h e  C a th o lic  w o u ld  a n sw e r: " M a d e  k n o w n  b y  C h ris t H im se lf  in  

th e  f irs t  in s ta n c e , b y  C h ris t H im se lf  m a k in g  H im se lf  a n d  H is  te a ch in g  k n o w n  to  th e  

A p o s tle s  b y  w o rd  o f  m o u th , a n d  a u th o r is in g  th e m  to  m a k e  b o th  k n o w n  in  l ik e  m a n n e r  to  

o th e rs ."  T h a t  w a s  C h ris t 's  o w n  p la n  o f  re v e la tio n ; th a t  w a s  th e  m e th o d  d e v ised  b y  C h ris t 

H im se lf . " R e v e la tio n  m e a n s  le a rn in g  f ro m  C h ris t," th e  M o d e rn is t sa y s . " Q u ite  so ,"  th e  

C a th o lic  re p lie s ; " re v e la tio n  m e a n s  le a rn in g  f ro m  C h ris t, b u t in  th e  m a n n e r  C h ris t 

o rd a in e d . A n d  th e  m a n n e r  w h ic h  C h ris t o rd a in e d  w a s  th a t m e n  sh o u ld  le a rn  f ro m  C h ris t 

th ro u g h  m e n ."  F o r  th is  p u rp o se  C h ris t c o n s titu te d  H is  A p o s tle s  a n d  th e ir su c c e s so rs  a  

te a ch in g  b o d y . " G o in g  th e re fo re  te a c h  y e  a ll n a tio n s"  (M a tt, x x v iii.) ; th e re  is  th e ir  

c o m m iss io n  a s  te a c h e rs . " T e a c h in g  th e m  to  o b se rv e  a ll th in g s  w h a tso e v e r  I  h a v e  

c o m m a n d e d  y o u ;"  th e re  is  th e  su b je c t  m a tte r  o f  th e ir  te a ch in g  d is tin c tly  d e f in e d . " A n d  

b e h o ld  I  a m  w ith  y o u  a ll d a y s  e v e n  to  th e  e n d  o f  th e  w o rld ;"  th e re  is  a  g u a ra n te e  o f  

a s s is ta n ce  in  th e ir  te a c h in g , C h ris t 's  p e rso n a l g u a ra n te e  o f  d iv in e  a s s is ta n c e  to  th e m  a n d  

to  th e ir  su c c e s so rs  to  th e  e n d  o f  t im e . T h o se  w o rd s  o f  C h ris t c o n s titu te  th e  c h a r te r  o f  th e  

C h u rch  a s  a  te a ch in g  b o d y .

In  th e  C a th o lic  se n se , th e n , C h ris tia n  re v e la tio n  is  C h ris t a n d  C h ris t 's  d o c trin e  " m a d e  

k n o w n  to  u s"  in  th e  m a n n e r  a n d  b y  th e  c h a n n e l C h ris t H im se lf  o rd a in ed ,  th a t is  b y  th e  

C h u rch  a s  a  te a ch in g  b o d y .
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B u t, te a c h in g  b o d y  th o u g h  sh e  b e , th e  C h u rch  m a y  n o t  o rig in a te  h e r  o w n  te a c h in g . W h a t 

sh e  h a d  to  te a c h  w a s  s tr ic tly  p re sc rib e d . " T ea c h in g  th e m ," C h ris t sa id , " to  o b se rv e  a ll 

th in g s  w h a tso e v e r I  h a v e  c o m m a n d e d  y o u ."  T h e  b o d y  o f  d o c trin e  th u s  c o n f id e d  b y  C h ris t 

to  th e  C h u rch 's  k e e p in g , w e  c a ll " th e  d e p o s it o f  th e  fa ith ."  T h e  C h u rch  m ig h t  n o t  a d d  to  

n o r  su b trac t  f ro m  th a t. B u t sh e  h a d  to  g u a rd  i t . Depositum custodi — g u a rd  th e  d e p o s it —  

is  S t P a u l's  in ju n c tio n  to  T im o th y  (1 T im . v i. 2 0 ) . A n d , a s  t im e  w e n t o n , e v e r-in c rea s in g  

v ig ila n c e  w o u ld  b e  n e e d e d  in  i ts  g u a rd ian sh ip . A s  t im e  w e n t  o n , th is  o r  th a t d o c tr in e  o f  

th e  d e p o s it  w o u ld  b e  c a lled  in  q u e s tio n , th e  C h u rc h  w o u ld  h a v e  to  d e fe n d  i t . T h is  o r  th a t  

d o c trin e  w o u ld  n e e d  c le a re r  e x p o s itio n , th e  C h u rc h  w o u ld  h a v e  to  e x p o u n d  i t . T h is  o r  th a t  

d o c trin e  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  d e c la re d  in  i ts  fu ll s ig n if ic a n c e , to  b e  w o rk e d  o u t in  i ts  d e ta ils , 

in  i ts  c o n se q u e n ce s , in  i ts  c o n c lu s io n s , to  b e  tra c e d  in  i ts  le g itim a te  d e v e lo p m e n t, to  b e  

s tu d ie d  in  i ts  re la tio n  to  o th e r  d o c tr in e s , in  i ts  b e a r in g  u p o n  th e  w h o le  f ie ld  o f  tru th , 

n a tu ra l a n d  re v e a le d , a n d  fo r  th e se  p u rp o se s  m e n  h a d  to  e x e rc ise  th e ir  re a so n  u p o n  

re v e la tio n . R e v e la tio n  b e in g  w h a t i t  is , G o d 's  tru th  m a d e  k n o w n  th ro u g h  th e  m e d iu m  o f  

th e  m in d  o f  m a n , a n d  th e  m in d  o f  m a n  b e in g  w h a t  i t is , su c h  a n  e x e rc ise  o f  re a so n  u p o n  

re v e la tio n  w a s  in e v ita b le . A n d  so  th e re  g re w  u p  in  th e  C h u rc h  —  a s  i t w a s  n a tu ra l th e re  

sh o u ld  in  a  te a c h in g  b o d y  —  a  sc h o o l o f  th o u g h t, o f  th o u g h t e m p lo y e d  u p o n  re v e la tio n ; a  

sc h o o l o f  th o u g h t  w h ic h  g a v e  b ir th  to  a  sc ien c e , a  sc ie n ce  o f  C h ris tia n  d o g m a , a  sc ie n c e  

n o t  fo r  th e  d isc o v e ry  o f  n e w  d o g m a s , b u t  fo r  th e  p re se rv a tio n  o f  th e  o ld . T h a t sc ie n ce  w e  

c a ll th e o lo g y , d o g m a tic  th e o lo g y , fo r  i t is  o n ly  w ith  th a t  b ra n c h  o f  th e o lo g y  w e  a re  

c o n c e rn e d  n o w ; a n d  th a t sc h o o l o f  th e o lo g y  h a s  b e e n  a d o rn e d  b y  so m e  o f  th e  g re a te s t 

m in d s  th e  w o rld  h a s  e v e r  k n o w n , m in d s  l ik e  th o se  o f  a n  A u g u s tin e  o r  a n  A q u in a s  o r  a n  

A n se lm  o r  a  B o n a v e n tu re , w h o  h a v e  d e v o te d  th e ir  g e n iu s  a n d  le a rn in g  to  th e  h ig h e s t 

p u rp o se  to  w h ic h  th e  g e n iu s  a n d  le a rn in g  o f  m a n  c a n  b e  d irec te d  —  to  th e  s tu d y  a n d  

e lu c id a tio n  o f  th e  te a c h in g  o f  C h ris t. In  h e r  sc h o o ls  o f  th e o lo g y  th e  C h u rc h  h a s  n o th in g  to  

a p o lo g ise  fo r . T h e y  a re  o n e  o f  th e  g lo r ie s  o f  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h .

T h e  d iffe re n c e , th e n , b e tw e e n  re v e la tio n  a n d  th e o lo g y , is  c le a r. B y  re v e la tio n  w e  m e a n  

th e  tru th  c o m m u n ic a te d  b y  G o d  to  m a n ; b y  th e o lo g y  w e  m e a n  th e  o rd e rly  a n d  sy s te m a tic  

s tu d y  o f  th a t  tru th . T h e re  is  n o  c o n fu s io n  in  th e  C a th o lic  m in d  b e tw e e n  re v e la tio n  a n d  

th e o lo g y . T h e  tw o  th in g s  a re  q u ite  d is tin c t.

B u t  i t  m ig h t  b e  th o u g h t  th e re  is  so m e  d a n g e r , n e v e r th e le s s , o f  c o n fu s in g  th e  tw o . I t m ig h t  

b e  th o u g h t th e re  is  so m e  d a n g e r  o f  th e o lo g y  e n c ro ac h in g  u p o n  re v e la tio n . T h e o lo g y  is  a  

sc ie n c e , i t  h a s  b e e n  sa id , a n d  th e o lo g ia n s  a re  i ts  p ro fe s so rs . P ro fe s so rs  o f  a ll sc ie n c es  a re  

p ro v e rb ia lly  p ro n e  to  p re s s  th e ir  o w n  th e o r ie s , to  e x a lt th e ir  o w n  o p in io n s  in to  d o g m a s ;  

a n d  p ro fe s so rs  o f  th e o lo g y  m a y  b e  n o  e x c e p tio n  to  th e  ru le . A n d  so  i t m ig h t b e  th o u g h t  

th e re  is  so m e  o s te n s ib le  g ro u n d  fo r  th e  c h a rg e  th a t  th e re  is  a  te n d e n c y  in  th e  C h u rc h  to  

su b s titu te  th e o lo g y  fo r  re v e la tio n . A g a in s t  a n y  su c h  d a n g e r  C h ris t H im se lf  h a s  p ro v id e d  a  

sa feg u a rd . In  in s titu tin g  H is  C h u rc h , H e  d id  n o t  c o m m it th e  su p re m e  te a ch in g  a u th o rity  

to  th e o lo g ia n s . H e  c o m m itte d  i t  to  h im , a n d  to  h im  a lo n e , to  w h o m  a n d  to  w h o se  

su c c e s so rs  H e  sa id : " I  h a v e  p ra y e d  fo r  th e e , th a t  th y  fa ith  fa il n o t. . .  d o  th o u  c o n f irm  th e  

b re th re n ."  I t  is  n o t  f ro m  a n y  p ro fe s so r 's  c h a ir  th a t  w e  a c c e p t C h ris t 's  te a c h in g , i t  is  f ro m  

th e  Cathedra Petri —  th e  c h a ir  o f  P e te r  —  a n d  n o  c o n c lu s io n  o f  th e o lo g ia n s , th o u g h  i t  m a y  

c a ll fo r  re sp e c tfu l c o n s id e ra tio n , c a n  c o m m an d  o u r  a s se n t, u n le ss  i t c o m e  to  u s  ra tif ie d ,  

d ire c tly  o r  in d ire c tly , b y  th a t su p re m e  a u th o r ity . T h e  S e e  o f  P e te r  is  th e  d iv in e ly  
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a p p o in ted  g u a rd ia n  o f  th e  d e p o sit o f  re v e la tio n . A n d  in  th e  ta sk  o f  g u a rd in g  th a t d e p o s it,  

th e o lo g y  h a s  i ts  p ro p e r p la c e , a n  im p o rta n t p la c e  in d e e d , b u t  a  p la c e  th a t is  se c o n d a ry  a n d  

su b o rd in a te .

T h e  C h u rc h  d o e s  n o t su b s titu te  th e o lo g y  fo r  re v e la tio n . H o w  c o m e s  i t , th e n , th a t  

M o d e rn is ts  sa y  sh e  d o e s?

T o  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t, w e  m u s t b e a r  in  m in d  th e  M o d e rn is t c o n c ep tio n s  o f  re v e la tio n  a n d  

th e o lo g y , c o n c e p tio n s  ra d ic a lly  d iffe ren t f ro m  th e  C a th o lic  c o n c e p tio n s  ju s t  e x p la in e d .  

W e  sa id  a t th e  b e g in n in g  th a t a  C a th o lic  w o u ld  a g re e  w ith  th e  M o d e rn is t  th a t th e  

C h ris tia n  re v e la tio n  m e a n s  " C h ris t m a d e  k n o w n  to  m a n ,"  b u t  w o u ld  d isa g re e  w ith  h im  

w h e n  i t c a m e  to  a n sw e rin g  th e  q u e s tio n : h o w  m a d e  k n o w n ?  W e  h a v e  ju s t se e n  h o w  th e  

C a th o lic  a n sw e rs  th a t q u e s tio n . H is  a n sw e r  is :"  M a d e  k n o w n  b y  th e  C h u rc h , b y  th e  

C h u rc h  a  te a ch in g  b o d y , b y  th e  C h u rc h  a n  e x te rn a l a g e n c y ."  T h e  M o d e rn is t  w o u ld  

a n sw e r: " N o t so , b u t  b y  a n  in w a rd , p e rso n a l, re lig io u s  e x p e r ien c e ." ; ,J T h a t  M o d e rn is t  

th e o ry  o f  re v e la tio n  h a s  b e e n  d isc u ssed  a lre ad y  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  th e se  le c tu re s . I  n e e d  o n ly  

re m in d  y o u  o f  i t n o w . A s  a  le a d in g  M o d e rn is t  p u ts  i t : " R e v e la tio n  is  th e  se lf

m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  th e  D iv in e  in  o u r  in w a rd  l ife ." ®  A n d  th e  sa m e  w rite r  a s su re s  u s  th a t  

" fa ith  in  C h ris t n e v e r  m e a n t m e re ly  fa ith  in  a  te a c h e r a n d  h is  d o c tr in e s , b u t a n  

a p p re h e n s io n  o f  h is  p e rso n a lity  a s  re v ea lin g  i ts e lf  w ith in  u s ." ®  In  th e  M o d e rn is t se n se , 

th e n , re v e la tio n  is  a  p u re ly  in te rn a l sp ir itu a l e x p e r ie n c e s  B u t if  th is  b e  so , re v e la tio n  

n e e d s  n o  e x te rn a l a g e n c y  l ik e  th e  C h u rc h  fo r  i ts  tran sm is s io n . I f  re v e la tio n  d o e s  n o t  

im p ly  fa ith  in  a  te a c h e r , th e re  is  n o  n e e d  o f  a  te a c h in g  b o d y ; a n d , if  th e re  is  n o  te a ch in g  

b o d y , th e re  is  n o  ro o m  fo r  a  sc h o o l o f  th o u g h t, th e  in e v ita b le  o u tc o m e  o f  a  te a c h in g  b o d y ,  

su c h  a s  w e  h a v e  sh o w n  th e o lo g y  to  b e . T h e  re a l g is t o f  th e  M o d e rn is ts ' c o m p la in t is  n o t  

so  m u c h  th a t C a th o lic  th e o lo g y  tre sp as se s  u p o n  th e  d o m a in  o f  re v e la tio n ; i t is  ra th e r  o f  

th e  e x is te n ce  o f  re v e la tio n  a n d  th e o lo g y  in  th e  C a th o lic  se n se  a t a ll.

In  a  sy s te m  w h ic h  d e c la re s  re v e la tio n  to  b e  a  m a tte r  so le ly  o f  in te r io r  re lig io u s  

e x p e r ie n ce , if  th e re  b e  ro o m  fo r  a n y  sc h o o l o f  th e o lo g y , i t w ill b e  a  sc h o o l n o t  fo r  th e  

s tu d y  a n d  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  a  b o d y  o f  te a c h in g  —  th a t is  p re c lu d e d  b y  M o d e rn is t  th e o r ie s  —  

i t w ill b e  a  sc h o o l fo r  " th e  ta k in g  a c c o u n t o f  in d iv id u a l a n d  c o lle c tiv e  re lig io u s  

e x p e r ie n ce s ," ®  a  sc h o o l, th a t  is , fo r  th e  re g is te r in g  a n d  c o m p a rin g  o f  re lig io u s  

e x p e r ie n c es . B u t su c h  e x p e r ie n c e s  —  a s  M o d e rn is ts  a d m it —  a re  f ro m  th e ir  v e ry  n a tu re  

in c a p a b le  o f  e x a c t e x p res s io n  in  th o u g h t  o r  la n g u ag e . S u c h  a  sc h o o l, th e n , w o u ld  b e  n o t  

so  m u c h  a  sc h o o l o f  th o u g h t, a s  a  sc h o o l o f  im p re s s io n s ,  a  sc h o o l o f  fa n cy , a  sc h o o l o f  

se n tim e n t, a  sc h o o l o f  w h a t i t is  b e c o m in g  th e  fa sh io n  to  c a ll m y s tic ism , a  sc h o o l e x p o se d  

to  a ll th e  d a n g e rs  o f  se lf-d e ce p tio n  a n d  h a llu c in a tio n  a n d  m o rb id  im a g in in g s  to  w h ic h  so -  

c a lle d  m y s tic ism  is  l iab le , w h e n  d e p r iv e d  o f  th e  c o n tro llin g  in f lu en c e  o f  th e  te a c h in g  

C h u rc h , a  sc h o o l w h ic h  o p e n s  th e  d o o r  w id e  to  a ll th e  re lig io u s  e x trav a g a n c es  a n d  

h y s te ric a l e x c esse s  o f  w h ic h  th e  sp ir it o f  m a n  is  c a p a b le , w h e n  i t b e lie v es  i ts e lf  to  b e  

d ire c tly  a c te d  u p o n  b y  th e  S p ir it o f  G o d . S u c h  is  th e  o n ly  p o ss ib le  M o d e rn is t a lte rn a tiv e , 

to  th e  so b r ie ty  a n d  re s tra in t a n d  m e a su re d  p re c is io n  o f  th o u g h t a n d  s ta te m e n t, w h ic h  

c h a ra c te ris e  th e  C a th o lic  sc h o o ls  o f  th e o lo g y . T h e  d iffe ren c e  is  b e tw e en  a  sc h o o l o f  

re lig io u s  th o u g h t  a n d  a  sc h o o l o f  re lig io u s e m o tio n a lism . O f  th e  tw o , w h ic h  is  l ik e ly  to  b e  
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th e  sa fe r  g u id e  in  th e  s tu d y  o f  re v e la tio n , a n d  w h ic h  o f  th e  tw o  is  th e  m o re  l ik e ly  to  

im p o se  u p o n  m a n k in d  a  m a n -m ad e  sy s te m  o f  th e o lo g y  in  p la c e  o f  a  d iv in e  re v e la tio n ?

I t is  a g a in s t  th e o r ie s  l ik e  th e se  th a t S t P a u l is  w a rn in g  h is  fa v o u r ite  d isc ip le  in  th e  p a ssa g e  

a lrea d y  q u o te d . H e  tre a ts  th e m  w ith  sc a n t c e re m o n y . H e  c a lls  th e m  " v a in  b a b b lin g s ,  

p ro fa n e  n o v e ltie s  o f  w o rd s . . . w h ic h  so m e  p ro fe s s in g  h a v e  e rre d  c o n c e rn in g  th e  fa ith ,"  

a n d  in  o p p o s itio n  to  su c h  th e o r ie s  h is  a d v ic e  is  c le a r  a n d  e m p h a tic : " G u a rd  th e  d e p o s it."  

{ 1 } " T h ro u g h  S c y lla  a n d  C h a ry b d is ," T y rre ll , p . 2 3 9 .

j2 ! Ibid., p . 2 1 4 .

{ 3 } S a tu rd a y  R e v iew , " D e v o u t S c e p tic ism ,"  2 1 s t D e c e m b e r , 1 9 1 2 .

{ 4 } " A u to u r  d 'u n  p e tit l iv re ,"  L o isy , p . 1 9 2  seq.

{ 5 } " T h ro u g h  S c y lla  a n d  C h a ry b d is ," T y rre ll , p . 3 0 5 .

{ 6 } " L ife  o f  F r. T y rre ll ,"  i i . , p . 4 0 2 .

{ 7 } " T h ro u g h  S c y lla  a n d  C h a ry b d is ," p . 2 2 9 .

Lecture VII

Modernism — Historical Retrospect

IT  w a s  sa id  in  o u r  o p e n in g  le c tu re  th a t M o d e rn ism  re p re se n ts  a  sp irit , a  te n d e n c y , a  

m o v e m e n t in  c o n te m p o ra ry  th o u g h t ra th e r  th a n  a  c u t-a n d -d rie d  sy s te m . S u c h  m o v e m e n ts  

d e v e lo p e  a lm o s t im p e rc e p tib ly . I t is  d iffic u lt,  th e re fo re , to  tra ce  th e  h is to ry  o f  

M o d e rn ism , to  sa y  p re c ise ly  h o w  a n d  w h e n  i t a ro se . B u t c e r ta in  s ta g e s  in  i ts  d e v e lo p m e n t  

m a y  b e  p u t  o n  re c o rd .

T h e  n a m e  M o d e rn ism  w o u ld  se e m  to  b e  d e r iv e d  f ro m  F ra n c e ; th e  th in g  w o u ld  se e m  to  

o w e  i ts  o rig in  p a r tly  to  F re n c h , p a r tly  to  G e rm a n  so u rc e s . T h e  n a m e , i t  is  sa id , is  a s  o ld  a s  

th e  d a y s  o f  Je a n  Ja c q u es  R o u sse a u , th e  F re n c h  p h ilo so p h e r  a n d  d e is t o f  th e  la tte r  h a lf  o f  

th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry . H e  u se d  th e  te rm  M o d e rn is t o f  c e r ta in  sa v a n ts  o f  h is  o w n  t im e  a n d  

c o u n try  w h o  w e re  th e  fo re ru n n e rs , a p p a re n tly , o f  o u r  m o d e rn  e v o lu tio n is ts . B u t, a s  

a p p lie d  to  th e  sy s te m  w e  h a v e  b e e n  d isc u ss in g , th e  te rm  M o d e rn ism  se e m s  f irs t  to  h a v e  

c o m e  in to  g e n e ra l u se  in  I ta ly  so m e  e ig h t o r  n in e  y e a rs  a g o . T h e  th in g , th e  sy s te m  o f  

M o d e rn ism , a s  su ff ic ie n tly  a p p e a rs  f ro m  w h a t h a s  b e e n  sa id , m a y  b e  u ltim a te ly  a sc r ib e d  

to  th e  G e rm a n  p ro fe s so r o f  K ô n ig sb e rg  in  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry , Im m an u e l  K a n t. T h e  

n a m e  o f  M o d e rn ism , th e n , m a y  b e  tra c ed  to  R o u sse a u , th e  sy s te m  u ltim a te ly  to  K a n t. B u t  

M o d e rn ism  in  i ts  p re se n t fo rm  is  m u c h  m o re  re c e n t th a n  e ith e r  R o u sse a u  o r  K a n t.
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In  th e  y e a r 1 8 6 4 , P o p e  P iu s  IX . p u b lish e d  h is  fa m o u s  S y llab u s  o f  e rro rs  a g a in s t th e  fa ith , 

in  w h ic h  h e  so le m n ly  c o n d e m n e d  b y  a n tic ip a tio n  so m e  o f  th e  m o s t c o n sp icu o u s  d o c tr in e s  

o f  th e  M o d e rn ism  o f  th e  p re se n t d a y . T h e  v ie w s  w h ic h  d is tin g u ish  i t  w e re  g a in in g  g ro u n d  

e v e n  th e n , b u t, a s  a  sy s te m , i t se e m s  to  h a v e  d e v e lo p e d  so m e w h a t a s  fo llo w s. T h e re  w a s  a  

F re n ch  C a th o lic  P ro fe s so r  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  L ille , b y  n a m e  M a u ric e  B lo n d e l, w h o  w a s  

k n o w n  to  b e  im b u e d  w ith  K a n tian  id e a s . H e  h a d  f irs t  c o m e  in to  n o tic e  a s  th e  a u th o r  o f  a n  

e s say  e n title d  " L 'A c tio n ,"  d ire c te d  to  th e  h a rm o n is in g  o f  C a th o lic ity  a n d  m o d e rn  th o u g h t.  

In  th e  y e a r 1 8 9 6  h e  p u b lish e d  a  " L e tte r," in  w h ic h  h e  a tta c k e d  th e  tra d itio n a l m e th o d s  o f  

d e fe n c e  e m p lo y ed  b y  th e  C h u rc h  a g a in s t th e  in f id e l p h ilo so p h y  a n d  sc ie n ce  o f  th e  d a y . 

H e  d e c la re d  th a t  tra d itio n a l m e th o d  o f  th e  C h u rc h  to  b e  a n tiq u a te d  a n d  o u t-o f-d a te . H e  

c o n te n d e d  th a t so m e  n e w  k in d  o f  a p o lo g e tic s  w a s  n e c e ssa ry  to  m e e t  th e  re q u ire m e n ts o f  

m o d e rn  th o u g h t. H e  w a s  fo llo w e d  so o n  a f te r  b y  a  F re n c h  O ra to r ian  p rie s t, P è re  

L a b e r th o n n iè re , w h o , in  1 8 9 7 , p u b lish e d  a  b o o k  c a lle d  " T h e  R e lig io u s  P ro b le m ,"  v e ry  

m u c h  o n  th e  sa m e  l in e s  a s  th e  " L e tte rs "  o f  M a u ric e  B lo n d e l. S im ila r  v ie w s  h a d  b e e n  

e x p re s se d  in  p rin t  b y  a n o th e r  F re n c h  p rie s t, th e  A b b é  M a rc e l H é b e r t, a n  a v o w e d  d isc ip le  

o f  K a n t, a  p ro fe s so r  o f  p h ilo so p h y  in  th e  É c o le  F é n e lo n  in  P a ris . O b se rv e , th e  a tta ck  w a s  

d e liv e re d  a t f irs t  u p o n  S c h o la s tic ism , o f  w h ic h  i t is  e n o u g h  to  sa y  h e re , th a t i t is  th e  

tra d itio n a l m e th o d  e m p lo y e d  in  C a th o lic  sc h o o ls  o f  p h ilo so p h y  a n d  th e o lo g y . B lo n d e l, 

L a b e r th o n n iè re ,  a n d  H é b e r t w e re  so o n  jo in e d  b y  a  m o re  fo rm id a b le  a d h e re n t, th e  A b b é  

L o isy .

T h e  A b b é  L o isy  h a d  a lre ad y  c o m e  in to  so m e  p ro m in en c e  a s  a  m a n  o f  e x tre m e  v ie w s  o n  

sc r ip tu ra l su b je c ts ; h e  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  th e  le a d e rs  o f  th is  n e w  m o v e m e n t, a n d , th e re fo re , 

w e  m u s t  d e v o te  a  l i t t le  m o re  a tte n tio n  to  h im . H e  b e g a n  h is  c a re e r  a s  a  p ro fe s so r  in  th e  

C a th o lic  In s titu te  o f  P a ris . H e  w a s  a  m a n  o f  b rillian t a b ilit ie s  a n d  o f  g re a t  le a rn in g ; b u t, 

a f te r  a  b rie f  te n u re  o f  h is  c h a ir, h e  h a d  to  b e  d ism is sed  o n  a c c o u n t o f  h is  l ib e ra lis in g  

te n d e n c ie s , b y  th e  R e c to r o f  th e  In s titu te , th e  la te  M g r. d 'H u ls t. A t  th a t  t im e , h o w e v e r , h e  

w a s  n o t  fo rm a lly  c o n d e m n e d . H e  b e c a m e  c h a p la in  to  th e  D o m in ic a n  C o n v en t o f  N e u illy , 

n e a r  P a ris , b u t  u n h a p p ily , w h ile  re s id in g  th e re , h e  b e g a n  to  p u b lish  u n d e r  a s su m e d  n a m e s  

p a p e rs  a n d  a r tic le s , m a n y  o f  w h ic h  w e re  in  d is tin c t o p p o s itio n  to  C a th o lic  te a c h in g . S u c h  

fu r tiv e  m e th o d s  o f  p ro p a g a tin g  th e ir  v ie w s  h a v e  u n fo r tu n a te ly  b e c o m e  c h a ra c te r is tic  o f  

th e  le a d e rs  o f  M o d e rn ism . L o isy  se e m s  to  h a v e  se t  th e  e x a m p le . F ro m  h is  re tire m e n t a s  

c h a p la in  h e  p re se n tly  e m e rg e d  a s  p ro fe s so r  a g a in , th is  t im e  in  a  G o v e rn m e n t p o s t, in  a  la y  

sc h o o l o f  h ig h e r  s tu d ie s  in  P a ris . T h e re , u n d e r  G o v e rn m e n t p a tro n a g e , h e  b e c a m e  b o ld e r , 

a n d  p u b lish e d  w h a t  is  p e rh a p s  h is  b e s t-k n o w n  w o rk , " T h e  G o sp e l a n d  th e  C h u rch ." T h a t  

b o o k  w a s  a  re p ly  to  a  w o rk  b y  th e  G e rm an  L u th e ra n  p ro fe s so r , H a m a c k , e n title d  " T h e  

E sse n c e  o f  C h ris tia n ity ."  L o isy 's  b o o k  w a s  o s te n s ib ly  a  d e fe n c e  o f  th e  C h u rc h . B u t i ts  

m a in  th e s is  w a s  " T h e  n e c e ss ity  o f  th e  a d a p ta tio n  o f  th e  G o sp e l to  th e  c h a n g in g  n e e d s  o f  

h u m a n ity ." A n d  th e  a d a p ta tio n  a d v o c a te d  b y  L o isy  w a s  o f  su c h  a  ra d ic a l k in d  th a t  th is  

b o o k  a n d  s im ila r  p u b lic a tio n s le d  to  h is  c o n d e m n a tio n , a n d , o n  h is  re fu sa l to  re tra c t, to  

h is  e x c o m m u n ic a tio n  in  1 9 0 8 . W e  h a v e  m e n tio n e d  B lo n d e l, L a b e r th o n n iè re , H é b e r t, a n d  

L o isy . T o  th e se  m a y  b e  a d d e d  L e ro y , a n o th e r  F re n c h  la y  p ro fe s so r , w h o se  b o o k , " D o g m a  

a n d  C ritic ism ," re v e rse d  a ll a c c ep te d  n o tio n s  o f  w h a t d o g m a  m e a n s , a n d  th e  A b b é  

H o u tin , w h o , in  th e  " C ris is  o f  th e  C le rg y ," p u b lish e d  a  v io len t, a tta c k  u p o n  th e  C h u rc h . 

O b se rv e  th e  ra te  a t  w h ic h  M o d e rn ism  w a s  tra v e llin g . A t  f irs t  i t b e g a n  w ith  a n  a tta ck  o n  

th e  sc h o la s tic  sy s te m ; in  a  fe w  y e a rs ' t im e  i t d e v e lo p e d  in to  a n  a tta c k  u p o n  th e  C h u rc h  

2 9



i ts e lf. H o w e v e r, th e  v ie w s  th u s  a d v o c a te d  b e g a n  to  sp re a d  a m o n g  so m e  o f  th e  y o u n g e r  

a n d  m o re  a d v e n tu ro u s  sp ir its  in  th e  ra n k s  o f  th e  F re n c h  c le rg y . F ro m  F ra n c e  th e y  p a sse d , 

c h ie fly  th ro u g h  th e  w ritin g s  o f  L o isy , in to  G e rm a n y  a n d  I ta ly . In  G e rm a n y  th e  n a m e s  o f  

S c h e ll a n d  S c h n itze r  w e re  a s so c ia te d  w ith  th e  m o v e m e n t, a n d , in  I ta ly , th o se  o f  R o m o lo  

M u rri, th e  p rie s t-a g ita to r , a n d  o f  F o g a z z a ro , th e  w e ll-k n o w n  a u th o r  o f  " I l S a n to ."  

E n g la n d  d id  n o t  e sc a p e  th e  in v a s io n  o f  th e  n e w  e rro rs , a s  th e  " A u to b io g ra p h y  a n d  L ife  o f  

F a th e r  T y rre ll" su ff ic ie n tly  p ro v e s , a n d  in  th e  y e a r 1 9 0 0  a  jo in t  p a s to ra l o f  th e  E n g lish  

B ish o p s  w a rn e d  E n g lish  C a th o lic s  a g a in s t  th e m . I t m ig h t h a v e  g iv e n  p a u se  to  th o se  

C a th o lic s  w h o  a ffec te d  M o d e rn is t  v ie w s  if  th e y  h a d  ta k e n  n o te  o f  th e  k in d  o f  p e rso n s  

w h o  c la im e d  fe llo w sh ip  w ith  th e m . T o  c o n f in e  o u rse lv es  to  F ra n c e , th e  c ra d le  o f  th e  

m o v e m e n t, th e re  w e re  f irs t  th e  S a b a tie rs , th e  y o u n g e r  o f  w h o m , P a u l, le c tu re d  o n  

M o d e rn ism  h e re  in  L o n d o n  a t  th e  P a ssm o re  S e ttlem e n t in  1 9 0 8 , a n d  w a s  d u b b e d  in  

F ra n ce  th e  P o p e  o f  M o d e rn ism ;  b u t  th e  S a b a tie rs  w e re  P ro te s ta n t  d iv in es  o f  w h a t  w e  

sh o u ld  c a ll in  E n g la n d  b ro a d -C h u rc h  v ie w s . A n o th e r  a lly  o f  th e  M o d e rn is ts  w a s  th e  w e ll-  

k n o w n  P ro fe s so r  o f  th e  C o lle g e  o f  F ra n c e , H e n ri B e rg so n , b u t  B e rg so n  is  a  p ro fe s se d  

f re e -th in k e r . A n d  y e t a n o th e r  p a tro n  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t w a s  S o lo m o n  R e in a c h , th e  

d is tin g u ish e d  a rc h a e o lo g is t a n d  a r t c r itic  a n d  littérateur, b u t  a  Je w .

S o  m u c h  w ith  re fe re n c e  to  th e  le a d e rs . T o  c o m e  to  th e  ra n k  a n d  f ile . W h a t  th e  n u m b e r o f  

th e  a d h e re n ts  o f  M o d e rn ism  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a t a n y  g iv e n  t im e  is  d iffic u lt to  e s tim a te . I t 

w a s  u n d o u b te d ly  la rg e  a t o n e  p e r io d , e sp e c ia lly  in  F ra n c e  a n d  I ta ly . In  1 9 0 9  a  F re n c h  

w rite r  w e n t so  fa r  a s  to  sa y  th a t  th e  n u m b e r  o f  M o d e rn is ts  a m o n g s t  th e  F re n ch  c le rg y  

a lo n e  m ig h t  b e  c o m p u ted  a s  a t le a s t f ifte e n  th o u sa n d .1 1 1 T h is  w a s  a  g ro ss  e x a g g e ra tio n , a  

l ib e l o n  th e  F re n ch  c le rg y  a s  a  b o d y , i t w a s  p ro m p tly  c o n tra d ic te d  b y  o n e  w h o  w a s  

p e rh ap s  th e  b e s t a u th o rity  o n  th e  su b je c t —  th e  A b b é  L o isy  h im se lf . L o isy  sa id  th a t  h e  

w o u ld  n o t p u t  th e  n u m b e r  a t  f if te en  h u n d re d , a n d  h e  a d d e d  th a t, in  h is  o p in io n ,  

M o d e rn ism  h a d  fo r  th e  m o m e n t su s ta in e d  a  c o m p le te  ro u t.1 2 1  T h a t  w a s  tru e  o f  th e  

m o v e m e n t c o n s id e re d  a s  a  p u b lic  a g ita tio n  c a rr ie d  o n  o p e n ly  a n d  w ith o u t  c o n c e a lm e n t in  

th e  C h u rc h . A n d  w h a t  b ro u g h t  a b o u t  th e  ro u t  w a s  th e  e n e rg e tic , a c tio n  ta k e n  b y  P o p e  

P iu s  X . In  Ju ly , 1 9 0 7 , h e  p u b lish e d  a  sy lla b u s  —  " L am e n ta b ili " —  in  w h ic h  h e  

c o n d e m n ed  s ix ty -f iv e  o f  th e  m o s t d is tin c tiv e  d o c tr in e s  o f  M o d e rn ism . T h e y  w e re  

e x trac te d  c h ie fly  f ro m  L o isy 's  w ritin g s . L a te r, o n  S e p te m b e r  8 th  o f  th e  sa m e  y e a r , h e  

p u b lish e d  h is  fa m o u s  e n c y c lic a l " P a sc en d i,"  in  w h ic h  h e  c o n d e m n e d  th e  w h o le  sy s te m  o f  

M o d e rn ism , ro o t a n d  b ra n c h .

A s  w a s  to  b e  e x p e c te d , b o th  th e  P o p e  h im se lf  a n d  h is  m e a su re s  w e re  se v e re ly  c r itic is e d  in  

c e r ta in  q u a r te rs . H e  w a s  re p re sen te d  a s  th e  v e ry  ty p e  o f  a  re a c tio n a ry  a n d  o b sc u ra n tis t  

R o m a n  P o n tif f , e a g e r  to  re p re s s  b y  v io le n t  m e a n s  e v e ry  in d ic a tio n  w ith in  th e  C h u rc h  o f  

o rig in a lity  o f  th o u g h t a n d  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  ju d g m e n t, a ttem p tin g  to  s tif le  a  m o v e m en t 

w ith  w h ic h  so m e  o f  th e  b e s t  th in k e rs  o f  th e  a g e  w e re  in  sy m p a th y , a n d  w h ic h , if  p ro p e rly  

d ire c te d  in s te a d  o f  su p p re s se d , m ig h t  h a v e  re su lte d  in  in c a lcu la b le  b e n e f it to  th e  c a u se  o f  

re lig io n  in  g e n e ra l. A n d  n o t  o n ly  th e  p e rso n  o f  th e  P o n tif f , th e  m e a su re s  a lso  ta k e n  b y  

h im  w e re  f ie rce ly  a tta c k ed . S u c h  m e a su re s  w e re  th e  re g u la tio n  o f  th e  p ro fe ss io n a l s tu d ie s  

o f  th e  c le rg y , th e  p ro h ib itio n  o f  th e  re a d in g  o f  b o o k s  d a n g e ro u s  to  fa ith  a n d  m o ra ls , th e  

a n ti-M o d e m is t o a th  e x a c te d  f ro m  th e  o ff ic ia ls  o f  th e  C h u rc h  a n d  c a n d id a te s  fo r  H o ly  

O rd e rs , a n d  th e  l ik e . S u c h  m e a su re s  w e re  d e n o u n c e d  a s  ty ra n n ic a l, tr iv ia l; so  tr iv ia l, so  
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m in u te , a s  to  b e  c h ild ish . B u t  th e  m e a su re s  h a d  to  b e  d ra s tic , a n d  to  d e sc e n d  to  m a tte r  o f  

d e ta il , if  th e y  w e re  to  b e  e ffec tiv e  a t a ll. V a g u e , g e n e ra l d e n u n c ia tio n s  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  

o f  l i tt le  u se . I  w o n d e r  h o w  m a n y  o f  th o se  w h o  th u s  fo u n d  fa u lt w ith  th e  H o ly  F a th e r's  

a c tio n  u n d e rs to o d  w h a t  M o d e rn ism  re a lly  m e a n t. I  w o n d e r  h o w  m a n y  o f  th o se  C h ris tia n  

c r itic s  w h o  w e re  a m o n g  th e  se v e re s t  in  th e ir c r itic ism s  su sp e c te d  th a t  th e y  w e re  

u n d e rm in in g  th e ir  o w n  p o s itio n . I  w o n d e r  h o w  m a n y  o f  th e m  re a lis e d  th a t  M o d e rn ism  

s tru c k  a t  th e  v e ry  ro o ts  o f  C h ris tia n ity  i ts e lf. W h a t th e  H o ly  F a th e r  d id  w a s  to  te a r  a w a y  

th e  m a sk  f ro m  M o d e rn ism , a n d  e x p o se  i t  to  th e  w o rld  in  i ts  tru e  c o lo u rs  a s  su b v e rs iv e  o f  

th e  C h ris tia n  fa ith ; a n d  a ll w h o  c a lled  th e m se lv e s  C h ris tia n s  sh o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  g ra te fu l to  

h im  fo r  d o in g  so . W e  C a th o lic s  a t le a s t m a y  th a n k  G o d  th a t in  P iu s  X . w e  p o sse s s  a  P o p e  

q u ic k  to  d isc e rn  e rro r, a n d  p ro m p t to  c ru sh  i t . W e  w h o  in  th is  c o u n try  a re  a c c u s to m e d  to  

th e  sp e c ta c le  o f  a  S ta te -C h u rc h  w h ic h , in  fa c e  o f  th e  d e te rm in e d  o n s la u g h t  o f  in f id e lity  

u p o n  C h ris tia n  tru th , c o m p ro m ise s a n d  te m p o rise s  a n d  e c o n o m ise s  a n d  m in im ise s ,  w e  

w h o  a lm o s t d a ily  re a d  a n d  h e a r  o f  d o c trin e s  in c o m p a tib le  w ith  th e  m o s t e le m e n ta ry  

C h ris tia n  n o tio n s  ta u g h t  w ith o u t p ro te s t b y  so -c a lled  C h ris tia n  te a c h e rs  f ro m  so -c a lle d  

C h ris tia n  p u lp its , w h ile  e c c le s ia s tic a l a u th o r ity  lo o k s  o n  w ith  fo ld e d  a rm s , h e lp le ss , 

in a rtic u la te ,  to n g u e - tie d , in c a p a b le  o f  ta k in g  a n y  s te p s  to  p ro te c t th e  tru th  o f  w h ic h  i t  is  

su p p o se d  to  b e  th e  o ff ic ia l g u a rd ia n  in  th e  la n d ; w e , w h o  a re  m o re  h a p p ily  c irc u m s ta n c ed ,  

m a y  th a n k  G o d  th a t in  P iu s  X . w e  p o sse ss  a  P o p e  w h o  u n d e rs ta n d s  h is  o ffic e  b e tte r , a n d  

is  m o re  c o n sc io u s  o f  i ts  so le m n  d u tie s  a n d  re sp o n s ib ilitie s ;  w e  m a y  th a n k  G o d  th a t, 

w h e n e v e r  th e  n e e d  a r is e s , a n d  C h ris tia n  tru th  is  c a lled  in  q u e s tio n , a b o v e  th e  c o n fu se d  

b a b e l o f  c o n f lic tin g  to n g u e s  th e re  r in g s  o u t  lo u d  a n d  c le a r, p ro c la im in g  tru th  a n d  re fu tin g  

e rro r , th e  v o ic e  o f  th e  su c c e s so r o f  h im  to  w h o m  C h ris t g a v e  th e  c h a rg e  o f  th e  sh e e p  a n d  

la m b s  o f  H is  f lo c k , fo r  w h o m  C h ris t p ra y e d  th a t  h is  fa ith  m ig h t fa il n o t, w h o m  C h ris t 

a p p o in ted  to  c o n f irm  th e  b re th re n . P iu s  X . w ill g o  d o w n  to  h is to ry  d is tin g u ish e d  a m o n g s t  

th e  i l lu s tr io u s l in e  o f  R o m an  P o n tif fs  fo r  h is  v ig ila n c e  in  w a tc h in g  o v e r  th e  d e p o s it o f  th e  

fa ith  e n tru s te d  to  h is  k e e p in g , a n d  fo r  h is  c o u rag e , h is  su p e rb  c o u ra g e , in  d e fe n d in g  i t ; 

a n d  n o w h e re  h a v e  th e se  q u a litie s  b e e n  m o re  c o n sp icu o u s ly  d isp la y ed  th a n  in  h is  

c o n d e m n a tio n  o f  M o d e rn ism . Dominus conservet eum et vivificet eum et beatum faciat 

eum in terra et non tradat eum in animam inimicorum ejus.

" T h e  P o p e  h a s  sp o k e n , M o d e rn ism  h a s  c e a se d  to  b e ." S u c h  w e re  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  

d is tin g u ish e d  F re n c h  n o v e lis t a n d  a c a d em ic ian , P a u l B o u rg e t, sp o k e n  fo u r  y e a rs  a g o . 

T h e y  a re  tru e  o f  M o d e rn ism  re g a rd e d  a s  a  p u b lic  m o v e m e n t w ith in  th e  C h u rc h . B u t i t 

w o u ld  b e  a  m is ta k e  to  su p p o se  th a t  M o d e rn ism  a s  a  h id d e n  fo rc e  is  e x tin c t. W e  n e e d  n o t  

c re d it th e  s to r ie s  o f  a  se c re t  p ro p a g a n d a , a  so r t o f  o rg a n ise d  F re e m a so n ry  o f  M o d e rn ism  

a m o n g  th e  fa ith fu l. W e  n e e d  n o t  a c c e p t  a s  a u th e n tic  th e  m a n ife s to  w h ic h  p u rp o r te d  to  

c o m e  f ro m  la rg e  n u m b e rs  o f  th e  F re n ch  c le rg y , a n d  w h ic h  d e c la re d  th e ir  in te n tio n  o f  

su b sc rib in g  to  th e  a n ti-M o d e m is t o a th  a s  a  m e re  o u tw a rd  fo rm a lity , w h ile  in w a rd ly  

re p u d ia tin g  i t . T h is  d o c u m e n t a p p e a re d  in  th e  p u b lic  P re s s  in  1 9 1 0 ; i t  w a s  u n s ig n e d , a n d , 

if  a u th e n tic  a t a ll, w a s  p ro b ab ly  th e  w o rk  o f  a  h a n d fu l o f  m a lc o n te n ts . B u t, a p a rt  f ro m  

su c h  e x a g g e ra te d  s ta tem e n ts , th e re  is  e v id e n c e  to  sh o w  th a t  M o d e rn ism  s till re c k o n s  

so m e  se c re t  a d h e re n ts  a m o n g  th e  c le rg y  a n d  la ity  o f  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h . W h a te v e r  th e ir  

n u m b e rs , th e y  se e m  to  b e  c o n s id e ra b le  e n o u g h  to  e n c o u ra g e  th e m  in  th e  h o p e  o f  

g ra d u a lly  in f lu e n c in g  th e  g e n e ra l b o d y  o f  th e  fa ith fu l. I t w a s  w ith  th e  o b je c t o f  w a rn in g
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C a th o lic s  a g a in s t  th a t d a n g e r , a n d  o f  h e lp in g  th e m  to  re a lis e  i ts  c h a ra c te r , th a t  th e  

fo reg o in g  c o u rse  o f  le c tu re s  w a s  u n d e r ta k en .

{ 1 } R e in a ck  " O rp h e u s ,"  p . 5 8 1 . Q u o te d  b y  H o u tin  " H is to ire ,"  p . 2 6 8 .

{2} R e in a c h , " O rp h e u s ,"  p . 5 8 1 .

Conclusion

M U C H  m o re  m ig h t b e  sa id  o f  M o d e rn ism . W h a t h a s  b e e n  sa id  is  p e rh ap s  e n o u g h  to  

in d ic a te  i ts  ra d ic a l e rro r , a n d  th e  e ffe c t o f  th a t e rro r  u p o n  th e  M o d e rn is t e n d e a v o u r  to  

re a d ju s t C a th o lic ity  to  m o d e rn  th o u g h t. T h e  in itia l e rro r o f  M o d e rn ism  is  th e  e rro r o f  

K a n t, th a t  G o d  a n d  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l a re  u n a tta in a b le  b y  in te lle c tu a l k n o w le d g e . I t h a s  

b e e n  p o in te d  o u t  in  th e  fo re g o in g  le c tu re s  h o w  th a t th e o ry  re a p p e a rs  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  in  

M o d e rn is t  te a c h in g s . B u t i t is  a  th e o ry  w h ic h  is  fa ta l to  th e  C a th o lic  d o c trin e  o f  fa ith , fo r  

fa ith  is  in te lle c tu a l a s se n t to  su p e rn a tu ra l tru th  re v ea le d . O th e r  h e re s ie s  h a v e  a tta ck e d  th is  

o r  th a t p a r tic u la r o b je c t o f  fa ith , n o w  th e  In c a rn a tio n , n o w  th e  V irg in  B ir th , n o w  th e  R e a l 

P re se n c e , n o w  th e  P a p a l c la im s ; M o d e rn ism  s tr ik e s  a t fa ith  i ts e lf . H e n c e , in  h is  p ro c e ss  o f  

re a d ju s tin g  C a th o lic ity  to  m o d e m  th o u g h t, th e  M o d e rn is t  is  d riv e n  to  th is  c o n c lu s io n : " I t 

is  n o t  th e  a r tic le s  o f  th e  c ree d , b u t  th e  w o rd  'c red o ' th a t  n e e d s  a d ju s tm en t." 1 1 1  P re c ise ly , i t 

is  th e  v e ry  n o tio n  o f  fa ith  th a t  n e e d s  re a d ju s tin g  to  su it th e  M o d e rn is t. T h e  sa m e  w rite r  

c a lls  th a t " a  th e o lo g ic a l re v o lu tio n ." 1 2 1 A n d  so  i t is , b u t i t is  a  th e o lo g ic a l re v o lu tio n  fo r  

w h ic h  C a th o lic s  a t le a s t a re  n o t  p re p a re d .

T H E  E N D

1 1 } " L ife  o f  F r. T y rre ll ,"  i i„  p . 2 2 0 .

{ 2 }  Ibid.
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