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P ro te s ta n t th e o lo g y ” ? 1 B u t e v e n  th is  d e s c r ip t io n  is h a rd ly  

a d e q u a te  to  th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  d is p la y  a t S h e f f ie ld .

F o r p ra c t ic a l c o n c lu s io n , b e a r in g  in  m in d  th e  h is to ry  o f  

A m b ro s e  P h ill ip s  d e  L is le , d e v o te d  a n d  f e rv e n t  b u t  fo r  a  t im e  

m is le d , a n d  th e  m o v e m e n t w ith  w h ic h h e w a s a s s o c ia te d  

( s in g u la r ly  r e s e m b lin g  th e  p re s e n t o n e ) , w e  m a y  w e ll a d o p t  

th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  la te  F a th e r C la rk e , S .J .  :

M o s t C a th o lic s  h a v e  e n c o u n te re d  f ro m  t im e  to  t im e  A n g lic a n s  

w h o  h a v e  s o u g h t  to  f r a te rn is e  w ith  u s  o n  th e  c o m m o n  g ro u n d  o f  

d o g m a tic  b e lie f . T h e y  u rg e  u s to  ta k e  p a r t w ith  th e m  a g a in s t  

th e  c o m m o n  fo e  w h o  is  th re a te n in g  to  s w e e p  a w a y  a l l r e l ig io n  

w h a ts o e v e r . . . . .  I t s e e m s  a  l i tt le  h a rd  to  te l l th e s e  w e ll- in te n ­

t io n e d . w e ll-m e a n in g  p e o p le , a c t in g  in  g o o d  f a i th , th a t b e tw e e n  

u s  a n d  th e m  th e re  is  a  g re a t g u lf f ix e d , th a t th e y  r e a l ly  b e lo n g  

to  th e  r a n k s  o f  th e  e n e m y  w h o m  th e y  d e s ir e  th  r e p e l , that they 

are, however unwillingly, his allies and friends, -promoting his 

interest and furthering his cause. Y e t i t is n o  t ru e  k in d n e s s  

to  p u t th is  a n ta g o n is m  in  th e  b a c k g ro u n d , a n d , th o u g h  w e  o u g h t  

to  g u a rd  a g a in s t a n y  u n c o u r te o u s  o r  o f fe n s iv e r e je c t io n  o f th e ir  

a d v a n c e s , y e t w e  s h o u ld  n e v e r  fo rg e t th e  fu n d a m e n ta l o p p o s it io n  

w h ic h  e x is ts b e tw e e n  o u r r e l ig io n  a n d  th e ir s ; th a t w e a re  a s  

C a th o lic s  th e  c h ild re n  o f  l ig h t ,  w h ile  th e y  a re  a s  n o n -C a th o lic s  th e  

c h ild re n  o f d a rk n e ss  ; th a t a s r e g a rd s p r in c ip le s th e y  a re  o u r  

e n e m ie s  n o  le s s  th a n  th e  o p e n  u n b e lie v e r , a n d  th o u g h  w e  a re  g la d  

to  r e c o g n iz e  in  th e m  a  h a p p y  in c o n s is te n c y , w h ic h  c a u se s  th e m  

to  p ro fe s s  a  d o g m a tic  b e lie f  w h e re  a  d o g m a tic  b e lie f  is  lo g ic a lly  

u n te n a b le , y e t to  a l ly  o u rs e lv e s  w ith  th e m  w o u ld  b e  n o  le s s a  

t r e a c h e ry  to  o u r F a ith , th a n  a  c e r ta in  m e th o d  o f in v o lv in g  o u r ­

s e lv e s  in  th e  d e s tru c tio n  im p e n d in g  o v e r  th e m . 8

T h e s e  g ra v e  w o rd s  a re  a s  t ru e  n o w  a s  th e y  w e re  th ir ty ­

s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  a l th o u g h  A n g lic a n is m  h a s  b e e n  w o n d e r fu l ly  

C a th o lic iz e d  in  th e  m e a n tim e . F o r  i t h a s n o t c ro s s e d  th e  

g u lf  w h ic h  y a w n s  b e tw e e n  A u th o ri ty  a n d  P r iv a te  J u d g m e n t , 

b e tw e e n a l iv in g in fa l lib le T e a c h e r a n d d o c tr in a l in d e ­

p e n d e n c e .

h . e . g . r o pe .

‘ Dr. Aveling in Dublin Review, Oct. 1905, p. 339·
* Th e  Mo n t h , Sept. 1885, p. 1.



M Y S T IC IS M , F A L S E  A N D  T R U E

F
O R  s o m e  y e a r s p a s t m y s tic is m  h a s b e e n in g re a t  

v o g u e . A c c o rd in g  to  M is s U n d e rh i ll th is w a s to  b e  

e x p e c te d  a n d  is q u ite  n a tu ra l. T h e  n in e te e n th  c e n ­

tu ry  w a s  a  p e r io d  o f  g re a t e x p a n s io n  a n d  p ro g re s s  in  s c ie n c e ,  

th e  a r ts , l ite r a tu re  a n d  p o lit ic s  ; a n d  a f te r  s u c h  a  p e r io d  i t  

w a s to  b e e x p e c te d  th a t a  p e r io d  o f r e n e w e d in te re s t in  

m y s tic is m  w o u ld s u c c e e d . F o r m y s tic is m  is h u m a n ity ’s  

f in e s t f lo w e r , i t  is  th e  p ro d u c t a t  w h ic h  a l l th e  g re a t c re a t iv e  

e p o c h s  o f  th e  r a c e  h a v e  a im e d .

A  C a th o lic  h o ld s  th a t t ru e  m y s tic is m  is  n o t a  p ro d u c t o f  

n a tu re  b u t  o f  g ra c e . N a tu re  m a y  in d e e d  fu rn is h  th e  o c c a s io n  

fo r th e  m a n ife s ta t io n  o f g ra c e . A n d  s o  h e  w o u ld  p re fe r  

to  e x p la in  th e  m o d e m  in te re s t in  m y s tic is m  a s  a  r e v o lt o f  

th e  s p ir i tu a l n a tu re  o f  m a n  a id e d  b y  g ra c e  a g a in s t  th e  s e c u ­

la r is m  a n d  m a te r ia l is m  o f  th e  a g e . H e  w o u ld  c o n s id e r th a t  

th e  f a c t  th a t  m y s tic is m  a ls o  f lo u r ish e d  in  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  

c o n f irm e d  h is  c o n te n tio n . U n d o u b te d ly  th e  f i f te e n th  a n d  s ix ­

te e n th  c e n tu r ie s w e re  p e r io d s  o f  g re a t e x p a n s io n , b u t th e y  

w e re a ls o  p e r io d s o f g re a t r e lig io u s a n d  m o ra l d e p ra v i ty . 

B u t G o d  d id  n o t le a v e  H im s e lf  w ith o u t w itn e s s e s th e n ; i t  

m a y  b e  th a t  H e  d o e s  n o t  w is h  to  le a v e  H im s e lf  w ith o u t w it ­

n e s se s n o w , a n d  o n  th is a c c o u n t h a s in s p ir e d  th e  r e n e w e d  

in te re s t in  m y s tic is m .

H o w e v e r  th is  m a y  b e , C a th o lic s a re  a lw a y s  in te re s te d  in  

th e s p ir i tu a l l if e , a  te rm  w h ic h  th e y  p re fe r to  m y s tic ism '. 

T h e y  a re  in te re s te d  to  s e e  h o w  S t.  A u g u s t in e , D io n y s iu s  th e  

A re o p a g ite , R ic h a rd  o f  S t.  V ic to r , S t.  T e re s a ,  S t. J o h n  o f  th e  

C ro ss , a n d  in n u m e ra b le  o th e r h e ro e s  o f  th e ir s , a re  s tu d ie d  

a n d  q u o te d  b y  m o d e m  n o n -C a th o lic  w rite r s o n  m y s tic is m .  

M a n y  o f  th e s e  w rite r s  d is p la y  a b u n d a n t in d u s try  a n d  le a rn ­

in g . A lth o u g h  th e y g e n e ra lly  g iv e th e p re -e m in e n c e to  

g re a t C a th o lic  m y s tic s l ik e  S t.  T e re s a  a n d  S t. J o h n  o f th e  

C ro s s , y e t th e y  c la s s  w ith  th e m , a s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  s a m e  

c a te g o ry , p a g a n  p h ilo s o p h e r s s u c h a s P la to a n d  P lo tin u s ,  

e a s te rn  s a g e s  o f  C h in a  a n d  In d ia ,  a n d  m e n  l ik e  J a c o b  B o e h m e  

a n d  X V ill ia m  B la k e . T h e y  u s u a l ly  s h o w  w a n t o f  in s ig h t in to  

C a th o lic d o c tr in e , a n d  d e te c t s im ila r ity  o f te a c h in g  w h e re  

l i t tle  o r  n o n e  e x is ts . I  w ill q u o te  o n e  o r tw o  in s ta n c e s o f  

w h a t I  m e a n . P ro fe s s o r  R u fu s  M .  J o n e s  w rite s  :
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M y s tic is m  in  i ts  n a r ro w  a n d  e x a c t h is to r ic a l s ig n if ic a n c e  is  a  

d o c tr in e  o f  u n io n  w ith  th e  A b s o lu te . I t  im p lie s  a  c e r ta in  m e ta ­

p h y s ic a l  c o n c e p tio n  o f  G o d  a n d  o f  th e  s o u l , a n d  i t  im p lie s  fu r th e r  

a  m y s tic  w a y  o f  o b ta in in g  u n io n  w ith  th e  A b s o lu te . T h e  fu n d a ­

m e n ta l  m e ta p h y s ic s  in  w h ic h  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  C h r is t ia n  m y s tic is m  

is g ro u n d e d  is G re e k r a t io n a l is t ic  m e ta p h y s ic s fo rm u la te d  b y  

S o c ra te s , a n d  h is  g re a t s u c c e s s o r s , P la to , A ris to t le , a n d  P lo tin u s .  

G o d , a c c o rd in g  to  th is  G re e k  in te rp re ta t io n , is  A b s o lu te  R e a li ty ,  

P u re  B e in g , P e r fe c t F o rm , w ith  n o  a d m ix tu re  o f m a tte r , i.e., 

w ith  n o p o te n tia li ty  o r p o s s ib il ity  o f c h a n g e . G o d  is T h a t  

w h ic h  a b s o lu te ly  is ,  o n e ,  p e rm a n e n t ,  im m u ta b le ,  a n d  f r e e  o f  e v e ry ­

th in g  th a t im p lie s  p ro c e s s o r b e c o m in g . H e  c a n n o t th e re fo re  

b e  fo u n d  in  f in ite  th in g s ,  o r  in  t r a n s i to ry  h a p p e n in g s ,  o r  in  p a s s in g  

s ta te s o f m in d . H e  is u tte r ly  b e y o n d  th e  here a n d  th e  none, 

H e  is fo r e v e r a b o v e  a l l th a t c a n  b e  s e e n  o r f e l t o r  k n o w n  o r  

n a m e d . T h e re  is , h o w e v e r , s o m e th in g  in  th e  h u m a n  s o u l w h ic h  

is  u n s u n d e re d  f ro m  th e  A b so lu te , s o m e th in g  w h ic h  e s s e n t ia l ly  is  

th a t R e a li ty . T h e re  a re  m a n y  n a m e s  fo r  th is  u n s u n d e re d  s o m e ­

th in g in th e s o u l , “  p u re  r e a so n ,* ’ “  a c t iv e r e a s o n ,” “  c re a t iv e  

r e a s o n ,” ■“  r e c o l le c t iv e f a c u l ty ,” “  a p e x o f m in d ,” “  a b y s s o f  

m in d ,”  “ g ro u n d  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,”  “ s y n te re s is ,”  “ d iv in e  s p a rk ,"  

“ w o rd  o f  G o d ,”  “ in w a rd  l ig h t ,”  “ u n c re a te d  c e n tre .” “ H o w e v e r  

i t  m a y  b e  n a m e d ,  i t  is  c o n c e iv e d  a s  a n  o r ig in a l  g ro u n d  o r  ju n c t io n  

o f  s o u l  w ith  G o d ,  a n  u n lo s t  a n d  in a lie n a b le  s o u l-c e n tre ,  th e  s o u rc e  

a n d  b a s is  o f  a l l r e a l  k n o w le d g e  o f  a b s o lu te  t ru th , o f  th e  id e a  o f  

th e  G o o d , a n d  o f  a l l id e a s  o f  u n iv e r sa l s ig n if ic a n c e . T h e  s o u l 

c a n  k n o w  s u p e r -e m p ir ic a l r e a li ty  o n ly  b e c a u s e w h e n  i t s in k s to  

i ts  d e e p e s t c e n tre , i t is  o n e  w ith  th a t r e a l ity , i t is  id e n t ic a l w ith  

w h a t i t k n o w s .1

D e a n  In g e  w rite s : ·

G re e k C h r is t ia n ity r e m a in e d p re d o m in a n tly N e o p la to n ic ; 

G re g o ry  o f N y s s a  a n d  B a s il a re  fu l l o f e c h o e s  o f  P lo t in u s  a n d  

h is s c h o o l . W ith  A u g u s t in e  L a tin  th e o lo g y  fo l lo w s  th e  s a m e  

p a th . P lo t in u s , r e a d  in  a L a tin  t r a n s la t io n , w a s th e s c h o o l­

m a s te r  w h o b ro u g h t A u g u s tin e to  C h r is t . T h e re  is th e re fo re  

n o th in g  s ta r tl in g  in  th e  c o n s id e re d  o p in io n  o f R u d o lf E u c k e n , 

th a t P lo tin u s h a s in f lu e n c e d  C h r is tia n  th e o lo g y  m o re th a n  a n y  

o th e r  th in k e r ( s in c e  S t. P a u l , h e  s h o u ld  n o  d o u b t h a v e  a d d e d ) .  

F ro m  th e  t im e  o f A u g u s t in e  to  th e  p re s e n t d a y  N e o p la to n is m  

h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  a t h o m e  in  th e  C h r is t ia n  C h u rc h .2

T h e s e  e x tra c ts  g iv e  e x p re s s io n  to  th e  c u r re n t v ie w  w ith  

to le ra b le  a c c u ra c y  a n d  fu ln e s s . T h a t v ie w  m a in ta in s th a t  

C a th o lic  s p ir itu a l te a c h in g  is  d e r iv e d  r a th e r  f ro m  P la to  and

* Hastings’ Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, ix. 84.

* The Philosophy of Plotinas, i. II.
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N e o p la to n is ts  th a n  f ro m  C h r is t. T h e  s u b je c t is  a  la rg e  o n e ,  

b u t I p ro p o s e  to  t r e a t h e re  o f o n ly  a  s m a ll p o r t io n  o f i t .  

T h e  a im  o f  m y s tic is m  o r  o f  th e  s p ir i tu a l l if e  is  to  a t ta in  to  

u n io n  w ith  G o d , a s M r.  R u fu s  M . J o n e s s a y s . L e t u s s e e  

w h a t th is  u n io n  im p lie d  in  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  P lo t in u s ,  a n d  w h a t  

i t  im p lie s  in  C a th o lic  te a c h in g . I t  w ill  th e n  b e  c le a r  w h e th e r  

C a th o lic  te a c h in g  o n  th e  p o in t  is  d e r iv e d  f ro m  N e o p la to n is m .

I t  m a y  b e  a d m it te d  a t o n c e  th a t s o m e  o f  th e  te rm in o lo g y  

o f  th e  s u b je c t w a s  b o r ro w e d  b y  S t.  A u g u s tin e  a n d  b y  D io n y ­

s iu s th e  A re o p a g ite f ro m  th e  N e o p la to n is ts . T h e y  fo u n d  

i t r e a d y  m a d e  to  th e ir h a n d s , a n d  i t w a s s u i ta b le  fo r th e ir  

p u rp o s e . W ith  g re a t in s ig h t , P la to  a n d  th e  N e o p la to n is ts  

d is c e rn e d  th e  s o u l ’s  lo n g in g  fo r  th e  S o u rc e  o f  i ts  b e in g , a n d  

th e y  e x p re s s e d  th o s e  n a tu ra l d e s ir e s  o f  th e  s o u l  in  v e ry  b e a u ti­

fu l  la n g u a g e . B u t  th e ir  id e a s  o f  G o d ,  o f  th e  h u m a n  s o u l, a n d  

o f th e ir r e la t io n s to  e a c h  o th e r , w e re q u ite  d if f e re n t f ro m  

th e  te a c h in g  o f  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h  o n  th e  s a m e s u b je c ts .  

T h e te rm s u s e d  b y  N e o p la to n is t m y s tic s r e c e iv e d  a  q u ite  

d if f e re n t m e a n in g w h e n th e y  w e re  u s e d  b y  S t. A u g u s t in e  

a n d  o th e rs  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  s p ir itu a l te a c h in g  o f  th e  C a th o lic  

C h u rc h . In  m u c h  th e  s a m e  w a y  th e  te rm  L o g o s is  u s e d  b y  

th e  A le x a n d r ia n  J e w  P h ilo  a n d  b y  S t.  J o h n , b u t w ith  v e ry  

d if f e re n t m e a n in g s .

M a k in g  la rg e  u s e o f th e  la b o u rs o f D e a n  In g e , I w ill  

f i r s t o f  a l l  s ta te  b r ie f ly  th e  v ie w s  o f  P lo tin u s  o n  th e  A b s o lu te  

G o d h e a d , o n  h u m a n  n a tu re  a n d  o n  th e ir r e la t io n s to  e a c h  

o th e r .

T h e  p h ilo so p h y  o f P lo tin u s is o f te n  o b s c u re , a rb i tr a ry ,  

a n d  in c o n s is te n t w ith  i ts e lf , b u t h is  o p in io n s  o n  th e  s u b je c ts  

ju s t m e n tio n e d  m a y  b e  s u m m a r iz e d  a s  fo l lo w s .

T h e  w h o le  o f  R e a li ty  is s p ir itu a l , k n o w a b le  a n d  s in g le .  

T h e re  is a  h ie ra rc h y  o f B e in g  g ra d u a lly  s lo p in g  f ro m  th e  

lo w e s t to  ih e  h ig h e s t . In  th is  h ie ra rc h y  th e re  a re  n o  g a p s  

a n d  c h a s m s , th e re  is  n o  a b s o lu te  b a r r ie r  b e tw e e n  th e  h u m a n  

a n d  d iv in e , b e tw e e n  th e  n a tu ra l a n d  th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l. T h e re  

is o n e  u n iv e r s a l s u b s ta n c e .

T h e re  a re  tw o  fu n d a m e n ta l  t r in it ie s  in  th e  h ie ra rc h y  o f  

B e in g , th e  A b s o lu te  ( th e  O n e , th e  G o o d ) , S p ir i t a n d  S o u l;  

a n d  in  m a n ,  S p ir i t, s o u l  a n d  b o d y .

T h e O n e A b s o lu te B e in g  is  J b e y o n d  e x is te n c e , b e y o n d  

S p ir it , a n d  l i f e , in e ffa b le . H e  d o e s  n o t th in k , is n o t c o n ­

s c io u s , b u t H e  k n o w s  H im s e lf  b y  d ire c t in tu i tio n , H e  a b id e s  

in  a  s ta te  o f  w a k e fu ln e s s  b e y o n d  b e in g . W e  m u s t n o t  a t tr i -

VOL. CXLl. n
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b u te  w ill to  th e  O n e , b u t w e  m a y  s a y  th a t H e is  w h a t H e  

w ille d  to  b e , fo r H e  p o s i te d  H im s e lf . A s th e  s o u rc e  a n d  

g o a l o f  r e v e la t io n  H e  c a n n o t b e  r e v e a le d , a s  th e  s o u rc e  a n d  

g o a l o f  k n o w le d g e  H e  c a n n o t b e  k n o w n .

T h e  O n e is th e  F ir s t C a u s e , b u t a s th e s p ir i tu a l a n d  

p h e n o m e n a l w o r ld s a re c o e te rn a l w ith  th e O n e , c a u sa l i ty  

m e a n s  l i tt le  m o re  th a n  a  h ie ra rc h y  in  R e a lity , le a d in g  u p  to  

th e a l l- e m b ra c in g  A b s o lu te , in  w h ic h e v e ry th in g is c o n ­

ta in e d . In  f a c t, th e  P lo t in ia n  p h ilo so p h y  is  a  s o r t o f  s p ir i­

tu a l is t ic p a n th e is m .

T h e  O n e  g e n e ra te s  S p ir it . T h e  O n e  tu rn e d  to w a rd s  H im ­

s e lf a n d  lo o k e d , a n d  th is s e e in g is S p ir it . W h e re S p ir it  

e n e rg iz e s  in  i ts e lf  th e  o b je c ts  o f  i ts  a c t iv i ty  a re  o th e r  s p ir its , 

b u t  w h e re  i t e n e rg iz e s  o u ts id e  i ts e lf , s o u l . T h e re  is  n o th in g  

to  p re v e n t s o u l b e c o m in g  s p ir it , n o r  is  th e re  a n y  b a r r ie r  b e ­

tw e e n  s p ir i t a n d  th e  O n e .

T h e  in e f fa b le  G o d h e a d  is  s u p ra -p e r s o n a l . In  H e a v e n  th e  

G o d h e a d  is  a n  a tm o s p h e re  r a th e r  th a n  a  p e r s o n .

M a tte r is  a  m e re  a b s tr a c tio n . I t is  im m a te r ia l ,  i t is  th e  

b a re r e c e p ta c le o f fo rm s , th e s u b je c t o f e n e rg y , th a t in ­

ta n g ib le , im p a lp a b le , a l l b u t n o th in g , w h ic h  r e m a in s w h e n  

w e  a b s tr a c t f ro m  a n  o b je c t  o f  th o u g h t a l l th a t m a k e s  i t a n  

o b je c t o f  th o u g h t .  .

T h e  u n iv e r s a l s o u l c a s ts  u p o n  m a tte r a  r e f le c t io n  o f  th e  

fo rm s w h ic h  i t h a s  r e c e iv e d  f ro m  a b o v e a n d  th e  m a te r ia l  

w o r ld  s p r in g s  in to  b e in g .

B e fo re  o u r b ir th  w e e x is te d  a s p u re s o u ls a n d s p ir its  

a t ta c h e d  to  th e  u n iv e r sa l s o u l. W e  n e ith e r c o m e  in to  b e in g  

n o r  p e r is h . A t d e a th  a  s o u l th a t h a s  s in n e d  m a y  b e s e n t 

fo r p u n is h m e n t in to a n o th e r b o d y , e v e n  th a t o f a  b e a s t . 

G o o d  s o u ls  r e tu rn  to  th e  u n iv e r s a l s o u l , b u t  th e y  r e ta in  th e ir  

s e p a ra te n e s s p o te n t ia l ly . S o u l b y  d is c ip l in e m a y b e c o m e  

s p ir i t , th e  h ig h e s t  p a r t o f  m a n ’s  n a tu re . S p ir i t is th e  s e lf ­

c o n s c io u sn e s s  o r th e  s e lf - c o n te m p la tio n  o f  th e  A b s o lu te .

W e  c a n  k n o w  G o d  b y  th e  d is c u r s iv e r e a s o n , b u t w e  a re  

a lso  c a p a b le  o f  a t ta in in g  a  m u c h  m o re  p e r fe c t k n o w le d g e  

o f H im  a n d o f in tim a te u n io n w ith H im . W e c o m e  

f ro m  th e  O n e ,  w e  a re  p a r t  o f  th e  O n e , w e  c a n  r e tu rn  to  a n d ,  

c o n te m p la t in g , b e  a b s o rb e d  in  th e  O n e . T h e  b e a tif ic  v is io n  

is  n a tu ra l to  m a n , a l l h a v e  th e  f a c u lty , b u t f e w  u s e  i t . T h e  

s o u l  m u s t  f r e e  i ts e lf  f ro m  e a r th ly  d e s ir e s ,  w ith d ra w  i ts  a t te n ­

t io n  f ro m  e a r th ly  o b je c ts , a n d  b e c o m in g  S p ir it , c o n c e n tra te  

i ts  g a z e  o n  th e  c o n te m p la tio n  o f  th e  O n e . W e  w ill n o w  le t
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P lo tin u s  s p e a k  fo r  h im s e lf in  D e a n  In g e ’s t r a n s la tio n  : th e  

b e a u ty  o f th o u g h t a n d  la n g u a g e  is m a n ife s t, b u t n o le s s  

e v id e n t  is  th e  e s s e n t ia l P a n th e is m .

W e  a lw a y s  m o v e  ro u n d  th e  O n e , b u t w e  d o  n o t  a lw a y s  f ix  o u r  

g a z e  o n  i t ; w e  a re  l ik e  a  c h o ir  o f  s in g e rs  w h o  s ta n d  ro u n d  th e  

c o n d u c to r , b u t d o  n o t a lw a y s  s in g  in  t im e  b e c a u s e  th e ir  a t te n t io n  

is  d iv e r te d  to  s o m e  e x te rn a l  o b je c t  ; w h e n  th e y  lo o k  a t th e  c o n ­

d u c to r th e y  s in g  w e ll a n d  a re  r e a l ly  w ith  h im . S o  w e  a lw a y s  

m o v e  ro u n d  th e  O n e , i f  w e  d id  n o t , w e  s h o u ld  b e  d is s o lv e d  a n d  

n o  lo n g e r e x is t  ; b u t w e  d o  n o t a lw a y s lo o k  to w a rd s th e O n e . 

W h e n  w e  d o , w e  a t ta in  th e  e n d  o f  o u r  e x is te n c e , a n d  o u r r e p o s e , 

a n d  w e  n o  lo n g e r s in g  o u t o f t im e , b u t fo rm  in  v e ry  t ru th  a  

d iv in e  c h o ru s ro u n d  th e O n e . In  th is c h o ra l d a n c e th e s o u l  

s e e s  th e  fo u n ta in  o f  l i f e  a n d  th e  s o u rc e  o f  S p ir i t, th e  s o u rc e  o f  

B e in g ,  th e  C a u s e  o f  G o o d , th e  ro o t o f  S o u l . . . . . In  i t  o u r  s o u l  

r e s ts , o u t o f  r e a c h  o f  e v il; i t h a s  a s c e n d e d  to  a  r e g io n  w h ic h  is  

f r e e  f ro m  a l l e v il; th e re  i t h a s s p ir i tu a l v is io n , a n d  is e x e m p t  

f ro m  p a s s io n  a n d  s u f fe r in g  ; th e re  i t  t ru ly  l iv e s . F o r  b u r  p re s e n t 

l if e  w ith o u t G o d  is a  m e re s h a d o w  a n d  m im ic ry  o f  th e  t ru e  

l i f e . . . . .

W e  m u s t th e n  h a s te n  to  d e p a r t h e n c e ; to  d e ta c h  o u rs e lv e s  a s  

m u c h  a s  w e  c a n  f ro m  th e  b o d y  to  w h ic h  w e  a re  u n h a p p ily  b o u n d ,  

to  e n d e a v o u r  to  e m b ra c e  G o d  w ith  a l l o u r  b e in g , a n d  to  le a v e  n o  

p a r t o f o u rs e lv e s  w h ic h  is  n o t in  c o n ta c t w ith  H im . T h e n  w e  

c a n  s e e  G o d  a n d  o u rs e lv e s , a s  f a r  a s  is  p e rm it te d ; w e  s e e  o u r ­

s e lv e s  g lo r if ie d , fu l l o f  s p ir i tu a l  l ig h t , o r  r a th e r  w e  s e e  o u rs e lv e s  

a s  p u re , s u b tle , e th e re a l l ig h t  ; w e  b e c o m e  d iv in e , o r r a th e r  w e  

k n o w  o u rs e lv e s to  b e  d iv in e . T h e n  in d e e d  is  th e  f la m e  o f  l i f e  

k in d le d ,  th a t f la m e  w h ic h  w h e n  w e  s in k  b a c k  to  e a r th ,  s in k s  w ith  

u s . . . .  .  ,

D e a n  In g e  h a s to ld  u s th a t w ith  S t. A u g u s tin e L a tin  

th e o lo g y  b e c a m e  p re d o m in a n tly  N e o p la to n ic . S t.  A u g u s t in e  

r e a d  P lo tin u s  in  a  L a tin  t r a n s la tio n ,  a n d  h e n c e  f ro m  h is  t im e  

to  th e  p re s e n t d a y  N e o p la to n ism  h a s a lw a y s b e e n  a t h o m e  

in  th e  C h r is tia n  C h u rc h .

W e  c a n n o t d o  b e tte r th a n  le t S t.  A u g u s t in e s p e a k fo r  

h im s e lf . In  h is  v o lu m in o u s  w o rk s h e  m a k e s h is a t ti tu d e  

to w a rd s P la to  a n d  th e  N e o p la to n is ts q u ite c le a r .

H e  fo u n d  m u c h  to  a d m ire  in  th e m . B e fo re  h e  r e a d  th e m  

h e  w a s  g iv e n  to  s e n s u a l p le a s u re s  a n d  fo u n d  i t im p o s s ib le  

to  fo rm  a  c le a r  c o n c e p t o f  s p ir it . T h e  P la to n is ts fu rn is h e d  

h im  w ith  a  s p ir itu a l  p h ilo so p h y  o f  g re a t  e le v a tio n  a n d  b e a u ty .  

I t w a s th e  p e d a g o g u e  th a t b ro u g h t h im  to  C h r is t, a s  D e a n  

In g e  s a y s . S t.  A u g u s t in e  u n d e rs to o d  P la to  to  te a c h  th a t th e  
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e n d  o f  l i f e  is  to  l iv e  a c c o rd in g  to  v ir tu e ,  a n d  th a t o n ly  h e  c a n  

d o  th is  w h o  k n o w s a n d  im ita te s G o d . T h e  P la to n is ts a re  

n e a re r  th a n  o th e r  p h ilo s o p h e r s  to  u s  C h r is t ia n s  b e c a u s e  th e y  

te a c h  th a t th e  s u p re m e  a n d  t ru e  G o d  is th e  a u th o r o f a l l  

c re a te d  th in g s , th e  l ig h t o f a l l in te l le c t , th e  g o o d o f a l l 

a c t io n , th e  b e g in n in g  o f  o u r  n a tu re , th e  t ru th  o f  a l l  le a rn in g , 

a n d  th e  f e l ic i ty  o f  l i fe . 1 W ith o u t d o u b t S t. A u g u s tin e  l ik e d  

th e  P la to n is ts  a n d  s h o w e d  a  te n d e n c y  to  in te rp re t th e m  in  

a  C h r is tia n  s e n s e . T h e ir  p h ilo so p h y  c o n ta in e d  m u c h  t ru th , 

w h ic h  h e  th o u g h t  th a t P la to  h a d  le a rn e d  f ro m  th e  O ld  T e s ta ­

m e n t w rite r s . B u t  w h e n  h e  b e g a n  to  r e a d  th e  C h r is t ia n  S c r ip ­

tu re s , S t.  A u g u s t in e  c o n fe s se s  th a t h e  fo u n d  in  th e m  a l l th e  

t ru th  th a t h e  h a d  le a rn e d  f ro m  th e  P la to n is ts , to g e th e r  w ith  

th e  g ra c e  o f  G o d  b y  w h ic h  h u m a n  p a s s io n  is  s u b d u e d . 2

T h is th o se w ritin g s c o n ta in n o t [h e s a y s ] . T h o s e p a g e s  

p re s e n t  n o t th e  im a g e  o f  th is  p ie ty , th e  te a r s  o f  c o n fe s s io n , T h y  

s a c r if ic e , a  t ro u b le d  s p ir i t , a  b ro k e n  a n d  a  c o n tr ite  h e a r t, th e  

s a lv a t io n  o f  th e  p e o p le , th e  b r id a l C ity , th e  e a rn e s t o f  th e  H o ly  

G h o s t,  th e  c u p  o f  o u r  R e d e m p tio n . N o  m a n  s in g s  th e re  “  S h a ll  

n o t m y  s o u l b e  s u b m it te d  u n to  G o d ? fo r o f H im  c o m e th  m y  

s a lv a t io n . F o r  H e  is  m y  G o d  a n d  m y  s a lv a t io n , m y  g u a rd ia n , 

I s h a ll n o  m o re b e m o v e d .” N o  o n e  th e re  h e a r s H im  c a l l, 

“  C o m e  u n to  M e  a l l y e  th a t la b o u r .” T h e y  s c o rn  to  le a rn  o f  

H im  b e c a u s e  H e  is m e e k  a n d  h u m b le  o f  h e a r t, fo r  th e s e  th in g s  

h a s t  T h o u  h id  f ro m  th e  w is e  a n d  p ru d e n t  a n d  h a s t r e v e a le d  th e m  

to  l it tle  o n e s . F o r  i t is  o n e  th in g  f ro m  th e  m o u n ta in ’s  s h a g g y , 

to p  to  s e e  th e  la n d  o f p e a c e  a n d  to  f in d  n o  w a y  th i th e r , a n d  

a n o th e r to  k e e p  o n  th e  w a y  th a t le a d s th ith e r , g u a rd e d  b y  th e  

h o s t o f  th e  h e a v e n ly  G e n e ra l .

S o  S t.  A u g u s t in e  m a d e  u s e  o f  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  th e  P la to n ­

is ts  to  e x p o u n d  C h r is t ia n  d o c tr in e ; h e  fo u n d  in  i t th e  te rm s  

th a t h e  n e e d e d  to  e x p re s s  th e  s p ir i tu a l  t ru th s  o f  C h r is t ia n i ty .  

H e  n o te s th a t S t.  P a u l h a d  a  h a b it o f a p p e a l in g  to  p a g a n  

w rite r s a n d  u s in g  th e ir la n g u a g e  a s  w h e n  h e  p re a c h e d  th e  

G o s p e l to  th e  A th e n ia n s . S t.  A u g u s tin e  d id  th e  s a m e . D u r ­

in g  th e  f i r s t  f e w  y e a r s  o f  h is  c o n v e r s io n ,  a n d ,  a s  h e  c o n fe s s e s ,  

b e fo re  h e  k n e w  C h r is t ia n  th e o lo g y , h e  o c c a s io n a l ly  w ro te  

th in g s w h ic h  a f te rw a rd s c a u s e d  h im  d is p le a s u re . In th e  

Retractations, w ritte n  a t  th e  e n d  o f  h is  l if e , h e  la m e n ts  th a t  

h e  g a v e  to o  m u c h  p ra is e  to  th e  P la to n is ts  in  h is  e a r lie r  w rit­

in g s , b a d  m e n , h e  s a y s , a g a in s t w h o m  i t is  n e c e s s a ry  to  d e -

* De Civ. Dei, viii. c. 9 ff.

1 Conference, VII. c. 31.
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f e n d C h r is tia n d o c tr in e . H e c o r re c ts s e v e ra l e r ro r s o f  

im p o r ta n c e  w h ic h  h e  h a d  u n w a r ily  im b ib e d  f ro m  th e m .

S t.  A u g u s t in e  r e c o g n iz e d  th a t th e  P la to n ic  d o c tr in e  c o n ­

c e rn in g  G o d  a n d  m a n ’s  t ru e  h a p p in e ss  w a s  n e a re r  to  C h r is ­

t ia n i ty  th a n  th a t  o f  o th e r  p h ilo so p h e r s , b u t h e  a lso  a d m it te d  

th a t th e re  w a s a  lo n g  d is ta n c e  b e tw e e n  th e m . A s a  m a tte r  

o f f a c t , th e re  a re  p ro fo u n d d if fe re n c e s b e tw e e n th e tw o  

s y s te m s .

S u c h  fu n d a m e n ta l  te rm s  a s  G o d  a n d  C re a t io n  h a v e  d if f e r -  

e n t  m e a n in g s  in  P lo tin u s  a n d  in  S t.  A u g u s t in e .

T h e  s u p re m e G o d  o f  P lo t in u s , th e O n e , A b s o lu te  G o d ­

h e a d , is  b e y o n d  e x is te n c e , b e y o n d  l if e , b e y o n d  S p ir it , H e  is  

in e f fa b le . H e  is  n o t  c o n s c io u s  o f  H im s e lf  a l th o u g h  h e  a b id e s  

in  a  s ta te  o f  w a k e fu ln e s s . W e  m a y  n o t a t tr ib u te  W ill to  

H im . H e  c a n n o t  b e  r e v e a le d . H e  is  b e y o n d  p e rs o n a li ty  a n d  

is im p e rs o n a l . H e  m a y  b e  c a l le d  C re a to r a n d th e F ir s t  

C a u s e , b u t  in  a  s p e c ia l s e n s e . F ro m  a l l  e te rn i ty  H e  c o n te m ­

p la te s H im s e lf , a n d  H is c o n te m p la t io n s a re  th e u n iv e r s e .  

T h e  s p ir itu a l  a n d  p h e n o m e n a l  w o r ld s  a re  c o e te m a l  w ith  H im ­

s e lf , a n d e v e ry th in g is c o n ta in e d in th e a l l-e m b ra c in g  

A b s o lu te . H e n c e  th e  c re a t io n  is  n e c e s s a ry . W ith  S t.  A u g u s ­

t in e  G o d  is  a n d  e x is ts  in  th e  fu l le s t a n d  t ru e s t s e n s e . H e  is  

S p ir i t, L ife , T ru th , G o o d n e s s , in f in ite In te l le c t a n d  o m n i ­

p o te n t  W ill ,  in  r e a li ty  a n d  in  t ru th . P e rs o n a li ty  is  p re d ic a te d  

o f H im  in  th e  fu l le s t a n d  m o s t p ro p e r s e n s e . T h e s e  a n d  

s im ila r te rm s  a re  a p p lie d  to  c re a tu re s  o n ly  in  a n  a n a lo g o u s  

s e n s e . T h e ir  b e in g  is  e s s e n tia lly  d e p e n d e n t,  p o te n tia l , f in ite .  

T h u s  th e re  is  th e  w id e s t c h a s m  b e tw e e n  th e .C re a to r  a n d  th e  

c re a tu re , th e  D iv in e  a n d  th e  h u m a n , th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l a n d  

th e  n a tu ra l . G o d  c a n  b e  k n o w n , th o u g h  n o t  c o m p re h e n s iv e ly ,  

b y  r e a s o n , b y  r e v e la t io n  a n d  f a i th , a n d  b y  in tu it iv e  v is io n .  

G o d  h a s  c re a te d  a l l th in g s  o u t o f  n o th in g  in  th e  b e g in n in g  

o f  t im e . B e fo re a n y th in g  w a s c re a te d  G o d  e x is te d  a lo n e ,  

s e lf - su f f ic ie n t a n d  s u p re m e ly  h a p p y . H e  w ille d  to  c re a te  o f  

H is  o w n  f r e e  W ill  a n d  in f in i te  G o o d n e s s . '

P lo tin u s ’ d o c tr in e  c o n c e rn in g  th e  n a tu re  o f m a n  is n o t  

le s s in  s tro n g  c o n tra s t w ith  th a t o f S t.  A u g u s tin e .

A c c o rd in g  to  P lo t in u s ,  m a n  is  m a d e  u p  o f  th re e  c o n s t itu ­

e n t p a r ts , s p ir i t, s o u l a n d  b o d y . S p ir i t is  n e ith e r  b o m  n o r  

d ie s , i t  h a s  e x is te d  a s  a  p o r t io n  o f  th e  O n e  f ro m  a l l  e te rn i ty ,  

a n d  a t  d e a th  i t  r e tu rn s  to  h im . I t  r e m a in s  d is tin c t  f ro m  th e  

O n e  a n d  c a n  b e  s e p a ra te d  f ro m  h im  a g a in , b u t in  th e  m e a n ­

t im e  th e re  is  n o  d if f e re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e m , th e  w h o le  s p ir i-



-

3 8  MYSTICISM, FALSE AND TRVE

tu a l w o r ld  is  o n e  A b s o lu te  a n d  s in g le  b e in g . P lo tin u s  h e ld  

n o t o n ly  th e  p re -e x is te n c e  o f  s o u ls , b u t th e ir t r a n s m ig ra t io n  

a ls o . S p ir it is  s in le s s  a s  b e c o m e s  a  p o r t io n  o f  th e  A b s o lu te . 

.W h y  i t s h o u ld  b e  im p r iso n e d  in  e a r th ly  b o d ie s is n o t c le a r  

in  th e  s y s te m  o f P lo t in u s .

S t.  A u g u s t in e te a c h e s  th a t m a n  is c o m p o s e d  o f  s o u l a n d  

b o d y , a n d  th a t  b o th  h a v e  b e e n  c re a te d  m e d ia te ly  o r  im m e d i­

a te ly  in  t im e  o u t  o f  n o th in g  b y  G o d . In  h is  e a r lie r  w rit in g s  

h e h a d  s a id  s o m e th in g  w h ic h f a v o u re d th e d o c tr in e  o f  

p re -e x is te n c e , b u t h e  c o r re c te d  th is  in  h is  Retractations. In  

th e  s a m e  w o rk  h e  a ls o  c o r re c ts a n o th e r  p h ra s e  w h ic h  h e  h a d  

le t d ro p . H e  h a d  s a id  th a t th e  s o u l  a t  d e a th  r e tu rn s  to  G o d ;  

i t  w o u ld  b e  b e tte r , h e  s a y s , to  s a y  s im p ly  th a t i t g o e s  to  G o d . 

H e  h a s  le a rn t ,  h e  s a y s , f ro m  S c r ip tu re  th a t  s in  s e p a ra te s  f ro m  

G o d . H e  h a s  n o  s u c h  i l lu s io n  a s  th e  s in le s s n e s s  o f  th e  s o u l,  

n o r d id  h e  d re a m  o f  im a g in in g  th a t th e  s o u l o r th e  s p ir it  

w e re  a  p o r t io n  o f  th e  A b s o lu te .

. . P la to n is ts  p la c e d  m a n ’s  s u p re m e  h a p p in e s s  in  th e  in tu i tiv e  

v is io n  o f  G o d . A c c o rd in g  to  th e m  th e  im m e d ia te  a n d  in ­

tu i t iv e  v is io n  o f  G o d  is  n a tu ra l to  m a n . A ll m e n  h a v e  th e  

f a c u lty  b u t f e w  u s e  i t . T h is  is q u ite  in  k e e p in g  w ith  th e  

m a in  te n e ts  o f  th e ir  p h ilo s o p h y . T h e y  h e ld , a s  w e  h a v e  s e e n , 

th a t  m a n ’s  s p ir i t  is  d iv in e . H is  b o d y ,  o f  c o u rs e , c a n n o t  e n te r  

in to  H e a v e n , b u t th e  s p ir it is  a t h o m e  th e re , a n d  w h e n  r e ­

le a s e d  f ro m  th e  b o d y  i t  r e tu rn s  h o m e  a n d  b e c o m e s  o n e  w ith  

th e  O n e .. .

S t.  A u g u s tin e  d id  n o t  q u a r re l w ith  th e  P la to n is ts  fo r  p la c ­

in g  m a n ’s  s u p re m e  h a p p in e s s  in  th e  in tu it iv e  v is io n  o f  G o d . 

B u t  th e  b e a t if ic  v is io n  h a d  q u ite  a  d if f e re n t  m e a n in g  fo r  h im ·  

I t w a s  n o t n a tu ra l fo r  m a n , i t w a s  th e  c ro w n in g  r e w a rd  of 
th é  s u p e rn a tu ra l o rd e r o f g ra c e , a s a  g e n e ra l ru le , to b e  

e n jo y e d  o n ly  in  th e  f a th e r la n d , in  H e a v e n  a f te r  d e a th . A fte r  

th e  r e s u rre c tio n  th e  b o d y  w ill  s h a re  in  th is  s u p e rn a tu ra l p r iv i­

le g e . W h ile  o n  e a r th  w e  c a n  s e e  G o d  b y  th e  l ig h t o f  r e a s o n  

a n d  b y  th e  l ig h t o f  f a i th ; th e  l ig h t o f  g lo ry  b y  w h ic h  w e  

h o p e  to  s e e  G o d  f a c e  to  f a c e  is  r e s e rv e d  fo r  th e  l if e  to  c o m e . 

T h is te a c h in g S t.  A u g u s t in e d re w  f ro m  H o ly S c r ip tu re .  

J o h n  i . 1 8 , 1  J o h n  iv . 1 2 , 1  T im . v i . 1 6 , a n d  n u m e ro u s  o th e r  

te x ts , d e c la re  th a t m a n  in  th is l i f e  h a s  n o t a n d  c a n n o t s e e  

G o d . We see now through a glass darkly but then face to 

face. Now I know in -part, but then I shall know even as 1 

am known.1 In  s p ite , h o w e v e r , o f th is g e n e ra l ru le , S t.

• 1 Cot. xiii. ia.
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A u g u s t in e  w a s p re p a re d  to  a d m it s o m e e x c e p tio n s to th e  

c o n tra ry . T h e  e x p re s s  a s s e r tio n s  o f  H o ly  S c r ip tu re  s e e m e d  

to  h im  to  r e q u ire  th a t w e  s h o u ld  s a y  th a t M o s e s a n d  S t.  

P a u l , d u r in g  th e ir  l i f e t im e , in  e c s ta s y , h a d  s e e n  G o d  f a c e  to  

f a c e , a n d  h e  th o u g h t i t p ro b a b le  th a t th e  s a m e  r a re  p r iv i ­

le g e  h a d  b e e n  g ra n te d  to  o th e r  s a in ts . In  w e ll-k n o w n  p a s ­

s a g e s  in  h is  e a r ly  w o rk , On the quantity of the Soul, in  h is  

Confessions, a n d  e ls e w h e re , th e re  a re  o b v io u s  r e m in is c e n c e s  

o f P lo t in u s a n d  N e o p la to n is m , b u t th e y s h o u ld b e in te r ­

p re te d  b y  th e  l ig h t o f h is d o g m a tic te a c h in g , w h ic h  th e y  

c e r ta in ly  d o  n o t c o n tra d ic t . I f  w e  w a n t in s ta n c e s  o f N e o ­

p la to n is m  a f fe c t in g  th e  te a c h in g  o f C h r is t ia n s w e  m u s t g o  

to  h e re t ic s l ik e A riu s a n d  E u n o m iu s . E u n o m iu s a s s e r te d  

th a t  m a n  k n o w s  G o d  a s  c le a r ly  a n d  fu l ly  a s  H e  k n o w s H im ­

s e lf , a n d  h e  w a s  r e fu te d  b y  th e  g re a t C a p p a d o c ia n  F a th e r s ,  

S t.  B a s il,  S t. G re g o ry  o f  N y s sa  a n d  S t. G re g o ry  o f  N a z ia n s u s .

E n o u g h  h a s  b e e n  s a id  to  s h o w  w h a t  t ru th  th e re  is  in  s u c h  

a s se r t io n s  a s  I  h a v e  q u o te d  f ro m  P ro fe s s o r  J o n e s  a n d  D e a n  

In g e . T h e  u n io n  o f th e  s o u l w ith  G o d  in  m y s tic a l c o n ­

te m p la tio n  w a s  b e lie v e d  to  b e  p h y s ic a l , fo u n d e d  o n  id e n t ity  

o f  n a tu re , b y  th e  N e o p la to n is ts , a s  b y  a l l  P a n th e is ts ,  a n c ie n t 

a n d  m o d e rn . T h is  d o c tr in e  is  q u ite  u n te n a b le  fo r  C h r is t ia n s .  

T h e  c re a tu re  c a n  o n ly  e n te r in to  a  m o ra l u n io n  w ith  th e  

C re a to r , fo u n d e d  o n  a  h a rm o n y  o f  m in d , w ill a n d  h e a r t  w ith  

H im . In  H e a v e n , in d e e d , w e  s h a l l s e e  H im  f a c e  to  f a c e ,  

b u t e v e n  th e n  th e re  w ill b e  a n  in f in ite  d is ta n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  

s e e r a n d  th e  s e e n . O n  e a r th  w e  c a n  o n ly  e n jo y  a  m e d ia te  

v is io n  o f  G o d  e i th e r  th ro u g h  r e a s o n  o r  th ro u g h  f a i th ï T h e  

a s s u ra n c e a n d  h e ig h te n e d  c o n v ic tio n  o f  th e  m y s tic  th a t h e  

h a s  s e e n  G o d  c o m e s  f ro m  h im s e lf , s o m e tim e s  f ro m  th e  d e v il,  

s o m e tim e s  f ro m  a n  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  th e  a c tio n  o f  G o d , w h o  

th e n  w o rk s  in  th e  s o u l b y  th e  in fu s e d  v ir tu e s  o f  F a ith  a n d  

C h a r i ty , h e lp e d  b y  th e  g if ts  o f th e  H o ly  G h o s t .1

T. SLATER.

* Benedict XIV., On the Beatification and Canonization of Sainit, HI. c. a6.

t -

L


