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NEW CONCEPTS IN THEOLOGY

An y s tu d y of th e h is tory or  th e d evelop m en t of sa cred  th eology s 

n ecessa r ily looks towa r d s th e p r esen t a n d th e fu tu r e a s well a s  :

towa r d s th e p a st . Ba sica lly, of cou r se , su ch  a s tu d y con sid er s th e  i

elab or a t ion of th e p r oofs a n d exp osit ion s of Ch r is t ia n t ea ch in g 

in  th e  p a st . I t  in d ica tes th e  t im e  wh en  a n d  th e cir cu m sta n ces u n d er  

wh ich th e va r iou s t ech n ica l t e r m s a n d exp r ess ion s n ow cu r ren t  

in  th eologica l lite r a tu r e fir st m a d e th e ir  a p p ea ra n ce .

In evita b ly, h owever , a s tu d y of th e h is tory of sa cred th eology 

lea d s to som e sor t of th eor y a b ou t th e fu n ct ion a n d th e va lu e  

of th ese t ech n ica l t e r m s a n d exp r ess ion s in  p r esen t -d a y lit e r a tu r e  

a n d  even , to a  cer ta in  ver y lim ited  exten t , in  th e  va r iou s d ogm a tic < 

for m u la e in to wh ich  th ey h a ye en ter ed over th e cou r se of yea rs . 

Som e h a ve im a gin ed th a t th ese t ech n ica l t e rm s a r e com p letely 

ext r an eou s to th e or igin a l d ep osit of Ch r is t ian  r evela t ion . Oth er s ? 

h a ve t a u gh t th a t su ch t e r m s r ep r esen t con cep ts fu n d a m en ta lly 

a n d or igin a lly for e ign  to th e gen u in e Ch r is t ia n  m essa ge wh ile , a t  j

th e  sa m e  t im e, th ey h old  th a t  th ese  con cep ts h a ve  b een  a p p r op r ia ted  i

b y or  a ssim ila ted  in to th e  b od y of Ca th olic d oct r in e  a s in st r u m en ts  

u sefu l for a t im e a t lea s t in exp ress in g th e t ru th a n d in con 

fou n d in g h er esy. A th ir d  view of t ech n ica l th eologica l t e r m in ology 

d escr ib es it a s in t rod u ced in to th e lexicon of Ch r is t ian  d oct r in e  

on ly b eca u se  ea ch  on e  of th ese  wor d s  h as  b een  fou n d  a ccu r a te ly a n d  

to som e exten t r ea d ily to se t for th  a m ea n in g r ea lly con ta in ed in  

th e  m essa ge  we  a ccep t  with  th e  a ssen t of d ivin e Ca th olic fa ith .

Th e  n otion  th a t th eologica l or  even  d ogm at ic d evelop m en ts a r e  

m er ely a ccr e t ion s to , r a th er th an clea r a n d a ccu ra te s ta tem en ts  

of, th e d octr in e God  h a s r evea led  th rou gh  J esu s Ch r is t Ou r Lord j 

is fa r  too extr a va ga n t a n d u n scien t ific to d eserve th e con sid er a 

t ion  of Ca th olic th eo logia n s . I t wou ld  m ea n  th a t wh en  we t ea ch , 

for  in sta n ce , th a t th e sa cra m en ta l ch a ra cter is reductive a  q u a lity 

of th e secon d  sp ecies, a  p oten cy, th a t  we wou ld  b e m a kin g a  s ta te-  j

m en t  en t ir e ly for e ign  to  th e or igin a l d ep osit  of Ch r is t ian  r evela t ion . |

I t wou ld m ea n th a t p r a ct ica lly th e en t ir e con ten t of sch olas t ic p

th eo logy is d evoid  of a n y Ch r is t ian  va lu e . Fin a lly, it wou ld  im p ly j

th a t , s in ce a good n u m b er of th ese t ech n ica l th eo logica l t e rm s  έ

h a ve b ecom e in tegr a ted  in to th e va r iou s d ogm a t ic for m u la e of th e  |
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Ch u r ch , th a t th ese d ogm a tic for m u la e cou ld n ot b e con sid ered a s  

s ta tem en ts of t r u th  r evea led  b y God  th rou gh  Ou r  Lor d .

An  a p p lica t ion of th is t ea ch in g to Ca th olic d ogm a con st itu tes  

on e of th e cr a sser a sp ect s of th e M od ern is t h er esy. In  th e An ti-  

M od em ist Oa th  we fin d  a  r ep r ob a t ion  of th e “er ror  of th ose wh o  

a ffir m  th a t th e fa ith  p r op osed b y th e Ch u rch ca n  r u n  cou n ter to  

h is tor y, a n d  th a t Ca th olic d ogm a s, in  th e sen se in  wh ich  th ey a r e  

n ow u n d er s tood , ca n n ot b e r econ ciled with th e t r u er or igin s of 

th e Ch r is t ia n r e ligion .”1 Th e s ta tem en t th a t th e t ech n ica l th eo 

logica l p h r aseo logy wh ich  h as b een  in cor p ora ted  in to th e d ogm a tic 

for m u la e h as n o r e la t ion  to  th e or igin a l d ep osit of d ivin e r evela t ion  

is m er ely th e a sser t ion  of a n  er r or lon g s in ce con d em n ed b y th e  

Ca th olic Ch u r ch .

Th e  b elief th a t  t ech n ica l th eologica l t e r m s, wh ile  n ot en t ir e ly u n 

r e la ted to th e or igin a l d ep osit of r evela t ion , a r e p r im ar ily 

exp r ess ion s of con cep ts a ssim ila ted in to th e b od y of Ch r is 

t ian  . d octr in e to ser ve a s “con t in gen t” in s tr u m en ts in p r o 

p osin g a n d d efen d in g th a t d octr in e h as a t t r a cted a cer ta in  

a m ou n t of n otor ie ty in  ou r own  d a y. H istor ia n s of d ogm a a n d of 

sa cred  th eo logy h a ve a scer ta in ed  th a t cer ta in  t ech n ica l t e r m s a n d  

p h ra ses h a ve a p p ea r ed in  th e exp osit ion  of Ch r is t ia n  d octr in e a t  

d efin ite  t im es d u r in g th e life t im e  of th e  Ch u r ch . Th u s, for  exa m p le , 

d u r in g th e twelfth cen tu r y th e th eo logia n s a s a gr ou p ca m e to  

d escr ib e gr ace a s a  form . In  th is , a s well a s in s im ila r in s tan ces , 

it is su p p osed  th a t th ey took a d is t in ct ively Ar is tote lia n  con cep t , 

a n d  em p loyed  th is con cep t a s a  m ea n s for  exp la in in g th e r evea led  

m essa ge. Accor d in g to th is th eory, th e con cep ts th u s in t r od u ced  

wer e “vita l,” a n d  h en ce effect ive in s tr u m en ts for t ea ch in g a t th e  

t im e th ey wer e fir st  in t r od u ced . Th e p r op on en ts of th is viewp oin t  

h old  th a t th ese p h ilosop h ica l con cep ts r em a in “con t in gen t ,” even  

a fter  th ey h a ve b een  in tegr a ted  in to th e d ogm at ic for m u la e of th e  

Ch u r ch  it se lf. H en ce th ey b elieve th a t p r ogress in  sa cr ed  th eo logy 

in  ou r  own  t im e m u st in volve th e a b a n d on m en t of th ose con cep ts  

wh ich  h a ve  cea sed  to  b e  “vita l,” a n d  th e  r ep la cem en t  of th ese  n ot ion s  

b y oth er s  m or e  in  lin e  with  m od em  th ou gh t .

Th is secon d  th eor y is m or e clever ly con ceived  a n d  m or e r esp ect 

fu lly exp ressed  th a n  th e on e wh ich  con sid er s a ll t ech n ica l t e rm in 

ology a s in t r od u cin g com p lete ly extr a n eou s elem en ts in to  Ch r is t ia n

*DB,2U6.
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1

d octr in e . N ever th eless , it too is m a n ifes t ly u n accep ta b le . I f th e  i

t ech n ica l t e rm s in cor p ora ted in to sa cr ed th eo logy a n d in to th e  i

va r iou s d ogm a tic fo r m u lae r ea lly d esign a te id ea s or  con cep ts wh ich  

ser ve  on ly a s “con t in gen t” in s t ru m en ts for  th e  t ea ch in g of Ch r is t ian < 

d octr in e , th en  th e  p r op osit ion s in  wh ich  th ese t e r m s a r e p r ed ica ted  

of th eologica l a n d d ogm a tic su b ject s a r e n ot p r op er ly t r u e a t a ll. 

I f th e con cep t exp r essed  b y th e t ech n ica l p h r ase “th e so le form a l 

ca u se of ju s t ifica t ion ” wer e n ot ob ject ively id en t ica l with  th a t d e

s ign a ted  b y th e  t e r m  “sa n ct ifyin g gr a ce ,” th en  th e s ta tem en t of th e  

Cou n cil of Tr en t a n d  of sch ola st ic th eo logy to  th e effect  th a t  sa n c

t ifyin g gr a ce is th e so le  form a l ca u se of ju st ifica t ion  wou ld  n ot  a n d  

cou ld  n ot  b e  p r op er ly t r u e .2

I f th e con cep t of a  for m al ca u se wer e th u s a  m er ely con t in gen t  

p ed agogica l in s tr u m en t in  th e t ea ch in g of Ch r ist ian  d oct r in e , th e  

t e rm  d esign a t in g th is con cep t  cou ld  h ave  n o  m or e  th a n  a  m eta p h or 

ica l or  sym b olic fu n ct ion · in  th e th eo logica l th esis or  th e d ogm a t ic 

form u la .3  In  su ch  a  ca se , th e  t ea ch in g of Tr en t  wou ld  a ctu a lly m ea n  

th a t  th e con cep t of a  form a l ca u se cou ld  ser ve to h elp  m en  u n d er 

s tan d  h ow  sa n ct ifyin g gr a ce  fu n ct ion s  in  th e  p r ocess  of ju s t ifica t ion , 

or  th a t , with  r efer en ce to ju s t ifica t ion , sa n ct ifyin g gr ace h old s a  

p osit ion  som eth in g like  th a t wh ich  a  form a l ca u se occu p ies in  r e la 

t ion  to  th e  en t ity it  d eter m in es .

Actu a lly, h owever , n eith er  d ogm a  n or  th eo logy con ta in  a n y su ch  

t ea ch in g. Both  a sser t th a t sa n ct ifyin g gr ace is th e on ly form a l 

ca u se of ju st ifica t ion . Su ch  a  s ta tem en t ca n n ot , of cou r se , b e d is

m issed  a s m er ely m eta p h or ica l in  ch ar a cter , s in ce th e ob ject  u sed  

in  a m eta p h or ica l p r op osit ion m u st n ecessar ily b e so m an ifes t ly 

d iffer en t fr om  th e su b ject it ser ves to exp la in  th a t th e figu r a t ive  

n a tu r e of th e a t t r ib u t ion  is se lf-evid en t . St . P a u l sp oke of th e  

Ch u rch  a s  th e  Bod y (r â p a ) of Ch r is t . Th is m etap h or  is in st ru ct ive

2  CL  Sess.  VI, cap. 7. DB, 799.

®  which  Pope Pius X  describes the teaching 
the M odernistas a  theologian  with  reference to  what was called  sym bolism .

■sm ce sym bols are  but sym bols in  regard  to  their objects and  only instru- 

» v  m ^e  believer, it is necessary, first of all, according to the 

,, ί”81 ? t *i® t the believer do not lay too m uch stress on  

but avril him self of it only for the purpose of

.. . . absolute truth  winch the form ula at once reveals and  

in  doing  so” (DB, 2087) endtaTors to express but without ever succeeding

i
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p r ecise ly b eca u se a  b od y (σώμα) is a  kin d  of th in g m a n ifes t ly d if

fer en t fr om  a  socie ty. Th u s th e figu r e ser ves to sh ow  th e in effa b le  

in t im a cy of Ou r Lor d ’s a ssocia t ion with th e com p an y of H is  

d iscip les . In  th e sa m e wa y, th e litu r gy sp ea ks of Ch r is t  a s th e  Lion  

of th e t r ib e of J u d a . Th e d ivers ity b etween  a  b r u te b east a n d  th e  

In ca r n a te W or d  is su ch  a s to p r even t a n y m iscon cep t ion  th a t th is  

d esign a t ion is p r op er r a th er th a n  figu ra t ive . Th u s th e m etap h or  

ca n  ser ve to t ea ch th e s t r en gth a n d th e t r iu m p h a n t ch ar a cter of 

Ou r  Lor d . In  b oth  of th ese ca ses th e  con cep t of on e ob ject  is u sed  

a s a n  in s t r u m en t in  t each in g a b ou t th e p r op er t ies of a n oth er .

Th ese con d it ion s ob viou sly ca n n ot b e ver ified  in  th e ca se of th e  

t ech n ica l t e r m s  em p loyed  in  th eo logy a n d  in  th e d ogm a tic for m u la e . 

Th er e is a n d  th er e ca n  b e n o prima facie evid en ce of d iver s ity b e 

tween  th e con cep ts of sa n ct ifyin g gr ace a n d th e so le for m a l ca u se  

of ju st ifica t ion . H en ce a  p r op osit ion  wh ich p r ed ica tes on e of th e  

oth er ca n  on ly b e in ter p re ted a s m ea n in g th a t th ese con cep ts a r e  

ob ject ively id en t ica l. In  th e even t th a t  th ey a r e  n ot  th u s ob ject ively 

id en t ica l, th en  th e p r op osit ion wh ich p r ed ica tes on e of th e oth er  

ca n  n ever  b e exp la in ed  a s m er ely m eta p h or ica l. I t  m u st  b e r e jected  

a s fa lse .

Th ose wh o h old  th a t t ech n ica l t e r m s in  th eo logy s ta n d for n ew  

con cep ts in tr od u ced in to th e fa b r ic of Ch r is t ia n d octr in e h a ve  

b lu n d er ed , n ot on ly in  exp ou n d in g th e fa ith , b u t in  exp la in in g th e  

fa ct s of h is tor y. Th ey h ave  d r a wn  a  con clu sion  to  wh ich  th e  evid en ce  

a t th e ir com m a n d gives n o su p p or t wh a tever . Th e h istory of 

sa cred  d octr in e sh ows m a n y a n  in s ta n ce of n ew  t e r m s b ein g in tr o 

d u ced . I t d oes n ot a n d it ca n n ot p r esen t evid en ce th a t th ese n ew  

t e r m s, a s  u sed  in  th e con ten t of sa cr ed  th eology or  in  th e  d ogm a t ic 

form u lae of th e Ca th olic Ch u rch , d esign a te con cep ts wh ich a r e  

objectively d is t in ct fr om  th ose con ta in ed in th e or igin a l d ep osit  

of d ivin e p u b lic r evela t ion .

In d eed , th e evid en ce p oin ts in exa ct ly th e op p osite d irect ion . 

Th e Ca th olic Ch u r ch is com m ission ed a n d d ivin ely em p ower ed  

to p r esen t th e t r u th s of d ivin e p u b lic r evela t ion  to th e m en  of a ll 

t im es, of a ll cu ltu r es, a n d  of a ll p la ces. In  or d er  to ca r ry ou t th a t  

com m ission , th e Ch u r ch  m u st ob viou sly t r a n sla te it s m essa ge in to  

th e va r iou s la n gu a ges a n d  d ia lects of m a n kin d , a n d m u st r es ta te  

th e sa m e m essa ge fr om  gen era t ion  to gen er a t ion . Th u s, even  in  

th e sa m e la n gu a ge, th er e  h a ve  b een  n ecessa r ily n ew  t e r m s  a n d  n ew
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p h r ases a p p ear in g ver y fr eq u en tly in  th e cou r se of h istory. Bu t , 

given  th e d ivin e  com m ission  a n d  p ower  of th e  Ca th olic Ch u rch , a ll ? 

of th ese  n ewly in t rod u ced  exp ression s  h a ve  ser ved  on ly to  se t  for th  ;

th e  on e  d ivin e  p u b lic r evela t ion  wh ich  Ou r  Lord  or igin a lly h a n d ed  t

over  to  th e  Ch u rch  th r ou gh  th e a p ost les . I

Som e  of th e t e r m s in t r od u ced  in to th eo logy a n d  u lt im a te ly in to , 

th e Ch u r ch ’s d ogm a tic form u la e wer e p r eviou sly fou n d in th e  I

lexicon  of Aris tote lia n  p h ilosop h y. Ob viou sly th e m en  wh o fir st  ?

em p loyed th ese exp r ess ion s in  th e t ea ch in g of d ivin ely r evea led  

t r u th  h a d  n o  in ten t ion  of t ea ch in g th a t  th e  Ar is tote lia n  system  it se lf 

wa s a p a r t of th e  d ivin e m essa ge. Bu t th e t e rm s th ey ch ose h ad  

d efin ite a n d  r ecogn ized  m ea n in gs, a n d  th e old th eo logia n s fou n d  

th a t  th ey cou ld , with  p r op er q u a lifica t ion , ser ve to exp r ess q u ite j 

effect ively a n d su ccin ct ly cer ta in  con cep ts in h eren t in  th e d ivin e  j

m essa ge. Th e con cep ts d ièse t e rm s m a n ifes ted wer e a lrea d y m  |

exis ten ce a n d  h a d , fr om  th e ver y b egin n in g, b een  fou n d in  Ou r s 

Lord ’s  t ea ch in g. Th e  t ech n ica l t e rm s ga ve th e m en  of Ar is to te lia n ; 

cu ltu r e a n  effect ive m ea n s for  t ea ch in g Ca th olic t r u th  to th e fa ith -  

fu l of th eir  own  d a y. >

Th e a sser t ion th a t th ese n ew t ech n ica l exp ression s, a s th ey 

s ta n d in  th e fa b r ic of Ch r is t ia n  d octr in e , a ctu a lly exp ress id eas  

ob ject ively for e ign  to th e or igin a l con ten t of d ivin e p u b lic r evela 

t ion  ca r r ies with it th e wh olly u n a ccep tab le im p lica t ion th a t th e  

Ch u r ch ’s  t ea ch in g, a t  a n y given  p oin t  in  it s h is tor y, is n ot  a ctu a lly 

a n d  ob ject ively th e  b od y of t r u th  or igin a lly con fid ed  to  th e Ch u r ch  t

b y Ou r  Lor d . Th u s, in  th e fin a l a n a lysis , th e in ter p r e ta t ion  wh ich  5

sees  th e  con cep ts  exp r essed  b y t ech n ica l t e rm s  in  d ogm a t ic for m u la e  

m er ely a s  “con t in gen t” in st r u m en ts  for  th e  p r esen ta t ion  of Ch r is t ia n  ·. r

d octr in e  in volves  a  m isu n d ers ta n d in g or  a t  leas t  a  h igh ly con fu sed f 

n otion  of th e  Ch u r ch ’s  own  in fa llib ility. An d  s in ce sa cr ed  th eo logy 

b y it s ver y n a tu r e in ten d s to give on ly a  clear , u n eq u ivoca l, a n d  

cer ta in  s ta tem en t  of th e Ch u r ch ’s t each in g, a n y id ea th a t  t ech n ica l 

t e r m s in  th is scien ce s tan d for id ea s ob ject ively fore ign to th e  

or igin a l Ch r is t ia n  m essa ge in volves a ser iou s m isu n d ers ta n d in g 

a b ou t  th eo logy it se lf.

P r ogr ess in  sa cred  th eo logy, n ow a s a lways, con sis t s p r im a r ily 

in a n a d eq u a te a n d a ccu r a te t r a n sla t ion of in var ia b le r evea led  

t r u th  in to  th e  ver n acu lar s  of th e  va r iou s m en  to  wh om  th e  Ch u r ch  

b r in gs  it s  t ea ch in gs . Ob viou sly th e  wor k  of t r a n sla t ion  d em a n d s  th e
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u se oi p r eviou s s ta tem en ts of th e fa ith . Con seq u en t ly, p osit ive or  

h istor ica l th eo logy m akes a t r em en d ou sly im p or tan t con t r ib u t ion  

to th is work in  b r in gin g for wa r d  a n d eva lu a t in g th e sou r ces a n d  

th e  old er  t ext s . In var ia b ly a  p r op er  th eologica l p r esen ta t ion  of r evel

a t ion  for a n y er a in volves th e s ta tem en t , in  la n gu a ge n ow u n d er 

s tan d a b le , of th e t r u th s wh ich  th eology a s su ch  h a s a lways t au gh t  

in  th e  Ca th olic Ch u r ch .

H en ce th is th eo logica l p r ogr ess con n otes , n ot th e su b st itu t ion  

of on e se t of “con t in gen t” con cep ts for  a n oth er , b u t a  r es ta tem en t  

in  t e rm s u n d ers tood  b y m en  of th e  p r esen t  d ay of th ose  ver y t r u th s  

wh ich wer e exp r essed a n d a r e s t ill exp r essed in th e t ech n ica l 

la n gu a ge of sch ola s t ic th eology. Su ch a r es ta tem en t or t r an sla 

t ion  in volves som eth in g fa r  gr ea ter  th a n  th e  m er e t r an sfer  of t e rm s  

fr om  on e lan gu a ge in to a n oth er . Th e La tin  t e r m  causa formalis, 

for  exa m p le , is  n ot  a d eq u a te ly t r a n sla ted  in to  th e  Am er ica n  vern a cu 

la r  b y th e exp r ession  “for m a l ca u se .” Th e  La t in  exp r ession  served  

to  exp r ess a  h igh ly com p lex a n d  p r ofou n d  n ot ion  wh ich  ca n  on ly b e  

con veyed  to  a  m od em  lis ten er  or  r ea d er  b y a  gr ea t  n u m b er  of word s. 

I t is u lt im a te ly im p or ta n t th a t th e exp la n a t ion b e a b so lu te ly 

a ccu r a te a n d  th a t  th e t e r m in ology em p loyed  b e r ead ily in telligib le  

to  th e  m en  of ou r  d ay a n d  ou r  cu ltu re .

To a cer ta in exten t , of cou r se , a ll th eo logica l t e r m in ology is  

in a d equ a te. Bu t we m u st n ot for get th a t it is in a d eq u a te a s a  

d escr ip t ion  of th e Tr iu n e God , th e p r im a r y Ob ject  a n d  th e cen ter  

of a ll th eology. I t is n ot n ecessa r ily in ad eq u a te with  r eferen ce to  

th e r evea led  m essa ge it self. Th e Ch u r ch  h a s b een  en t r u sted  with  a  

d efin ite m essage, or igin a lly p r esen ted to it in  h u m an  word s. Th e  

t e r m s u sed in  la ter a ges b y th e Ch u r ch a n d it s t ea ch er s sh ou ld  

exp r ess n ot on ly a ccu r a te ly b u t a d eq u a te ly th e con ten t of th e  

Ch u r ch ’s on e  essen t ia l m essa ge, p r esen t in g in  th e  wor d s  of ou r  own  

d a y th e  t ea ch in g wh ich  Ch r is t  en t r u sted  to  H is Ch u r ch  in  Ar am a ic  

t e r m s.

Th e gr owth  a n d p r ogr ess of th eo logy con sis t in  a n  ever m or e  

p er fect gra sp  of th e sa m e t r u th s of d ivin e p u b lic r evela t ion . N ew  

p r ob lem s ' a r ise , b u t th e on ly p r ob lem s with  wh ich  sa cr ed  th eo logy 

is d irect ly con cer n ed in volve q u est ion s a b ou t th e m ea n in g of th e  

d ivin e m essa ge it se lf. Th eology is eq u ip p ed to exa m in e a n d to  

a n swer th ese q u est ion s , b u t it s a n swer s m u st a lways b e exp r es

s ion s of th e t r u th  a lr ea d y con ta in ed in  th e d ivin e t ea ch in g, a n d
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n ow bet ter u n d er s tood b eca u se m or e in ten sively exa m in ed . Th e  

r esu lt is n ot a n d ca n n ot b e a n a d d it ion of con cep ts ob ject ively 

d is t in ct fr om  th ose p r eviou sly con ta in ed in Ca th olic t ea ch in g, 

b u t  a  m or e  p er fect  gr asp  of th e  old  con cep ts a n d  a n  a ccu r a te  exp r es

s ion  of th ese con cep ts in  t e r m s of ou r  own  d a y.

Jo s e p h  C l i f f o r d  F e n t o n  

The Catholic University of America

Washington, D. C.

F i f t y  Y e a r s  A g o

In the July, 1898, issue of The American Ecclesiastical Review the s 

leading article, by Fr. F. P. Siegfried, of Overbrook Sem inary, is a  

defence of the traditional apologetic m ethod against those who believe i, 

it inadequate for the m odern m ind, particularly M aurice Blondel, who j 

upheld  the  m ethod  of im manence. W hile adm itting that the “old  m ethod” ; 

shouldbesupplementedby  the findings  of history, science and  philosophy, i

Fr. Siegfried contends that it rem ains substantially sound. . . . The t;

anonym ous series on “Am erican Religious Orders” continues with e 

an article on the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, founded in 1812 by  

Bishop  David... Another instalm ent of M y  New Curate is contributed  

by Canon Sheehan, still writing under the anonym ity of “An Irish  

Parish Priest".... Fr. Joseph Bruneau, S.S., in an  article on “Biblical i 

Research,” praises the recent writings of Battifol on the Gospels, par

ticularly his treatm ent of the synoptic problem . ... In the Analecta f

we find a decree of the Sacred Congregation of Rites, in reference to  i

a type of tabernacle invented by a certain Fr. Barbara, who apparently  

wished to receive explicit approval of his invention. W hile praising i 

the intentions of the inventor, the Sacred Congregation refused to give s

his tabernacle any special approbation, on the grounds that this m atter i;

pertains to the Ordinaries. . . . A  com m unication in the Conference  

section  criticizes a  m ethod in vogue in the writer’s diocese, whereby a  ?

senior curate  receives $600  annually, and  a  junior curate only $500. The |

writer suggests that all receive the sam e salary.. . .There is an account f

of a m eeting of sem inary presidents, held at St. Joseph ’s Seminary, t 

D tm woodie, N. Y., to discuss sem inary education in its relation to the 6

higher training of the clergy at the Universities. Presiding over the i

m eeting was M sgr. Conaty, Rector of The Catholic University of |

Am erica. " }

F. J. C. 1



Answers to Questions

A “P LAN N E D P AR EN TH OOD ” P R OBLEM

Question: Som e, d octor s a t tach ed to th e s ta ff of a Ca th olic  

h osp ita l h a ve b een  a t ten d in g p u b lic m eetin gs in  fa vor of “p la n n ed  

p a r en th ood .” Sh ou ld  th ey b e a d m on ish ed  th a t  th ey m u st s tay a wa y 

fr om  su ch ga th er in gs u n d er p en a lty of d ism issa l fr om  th e s ta ff?  

I f so , wh o is su p p osed  to  give  th e a d m on it ion  ?

Answer: I t  is  d ifficu lt  to  see  h ow  a  Ca th olic  h osp ita l cou ld  r e ta in  

on  it s s ta ff a  d octor wh o op en ly a d voca tes p lan n ed  p a r en th ood —- 

wh ich a ccord in g to p r esen t -d ay t e r m in ology m ea n s fa m ily lim i

t a t ion th rou gh con t r a cep t ive m eth od s. I t wou ld b e a sou rce of 

gr a ve sca n d a l if a  d octor  fa vor in g su ch  a  p r ogr a m  wer e a llowed  to  

r em a in  a  m em ber  of th e s ta ff of a  Ca th olic h osp ita l. I t  is p ossib le , 

in d eed , th a t a  d octor  m igh t a t ten d  a  p la n n ed p a r en th ood  m eetin g  

on  a  s in gle occa sion , with ou t r ea lizin g wh at su ch  con d u ct wou ld  

in volve; a n d  in  th a t even t , h e sh ou ld  b e given  in s tr u ct ion  a n d  a n  

a d m on it ion . I f h e  p r om ises  to  sever  h is  con n ect ion s  with  th e  p lan n ed  

p a r en th ood  m ovem en t , h e  cou ld  b e r e ta in ed  a t  th e  h osp ita l. Bu t  if h e  

r efu ses to m a ke th is p r om ise , h e sh ou ld b e a sked to r es ign  fr om  

th e h osp ita l s ta ff. Th is r u lin g sh ou ld b e a p p lied to n on -Ca th olic  

a s well a s to Ca th olic d octor s . As is evid en t , we a r e sp ea kin g of 

th e ca se of a  d octor  wh ose  a t ten d a n ce  wou ld  b e r egar d ed  a s  a  m a rk  

of a p p r ova l. I f a d octor is op en ly op p osed to con tr a cep t ion , a n d  

a t ten d s m eet in gs of p la n n ed p a r en th ood a ssocia t ion s m erely to  

a rgu e a ga in st th e p r op on en ts of th is m ovem en t , or  to lea rn  th e ir  

t act ics a n d  a r gu m en ts , h e wou ld su re ly give n o sca n d a l.

Th e  a n swer  to  th e q u est ion  a s  to  wh o  sh ou ld  give  th e  a d m on it ion  

a n d  th e u lt im a tu m  in  th e ca se of a  d octor  wh o  is sh owin g a p p rova l 

of th e p la n n ed p a r en th ood m ovem en t b y h is a t ten d a n ce a t th e  

m eetin gs wou ld d ep en d on th e p a r t icu la r s ta tu s of th e h osp ita l. 

I f it is own ed a n d op er a ted b y a com m u n ity of r e ligiou s , th e  

su p er ior ess or th e n u n  in  ch a rge of th e h osp ita l wou ld h a ve th e  

r esp on sib ility of p er form in g th is t a sk . I f th e h osp ita l is a  d iocesan  

in s t itu t ion , th e p r iest wh o h a s b een a p p oin ted a s it s su p er visor  

wou ld  b e th e p r op er  p er son  to d eliver  th e a d m on it ion .
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