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“Μ Y  m o th e r ,” s a id B le s s e d C a th e r in e E m m e r ic h a f te r a  

A  v is io n , “ le d  m e  to  th e  s o jo u rn  o f  m a n y  s o u ls  a n d  I c a m e  

to  a  h i l l o u t  o f  w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  a  s p i r it , r e d  a s  c o p p e r  a n d  d r a g ­

g in g  a  c h a in . H e  h a d  b e e n  h e r e a lo n g  t im e  a n d  w a s w ith o u t  

a n y  a id , a s n o  o n e  r e m e m b e r e d h im  a n d  p r a y e d  f o r h im  . . . 

H e  s a id  th a t th e  o f f e r in g  o f  M a s s e s  w o u ld  b e  e s p e c ia l ly  h e lp f u l  

a n d  th a t n o th in g  e ls e w o u ld  s o h a s te n  h is r e le a s e . I a lw a y s  

b e h e ld  h im  b e in g  b a r k e d  a t a n d  to r n  b y  d o g s b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  

to r tu r e d  p e o p le . F r e q u e n t ly  h e  la y  in  d if f e re n t p o s i t io n s , s o m e ­

t im e s r e s e m b l in g  a b lo c k , w h ile b o i l in g b lo o d  w a s p o u r e d  

th r o u g h  h im  a n d  r a n  th r o u g h  h is  v e in s . H e  s a id  th a t th e  h o p e  

o f  d e l iv e ra n c e  w a s  m o s t r e f re s h in g  to  h im . W h e n  h e  h a d  f in is h ­

e d  s p e a k in g , h e  s a n k  b a c k  in to  th e  h i l l a n d  th e  p la c e w h e r e  h e  

h a d  s to o d  w a s  c o v e r e d  w ith  f la m in g  g r a s s . T h is  w a s th e  th i r d  

t im e h e a p p e a r e d  to  m e .”

" I n  c o m p a r is o n to  th e p a in s o f P u r g a to r y ,” w r o te S t .  

M a g d a le n  o f  P a z z i , " a ll th e  to r m e n ts  o f th e  m a r ty r s  a r e  l ik e  a  

p le a s a n t g a r d e n .”

S t . T e re s a o f A v ila s a y s : “ T h e p a in s o f th e s p i r it d if f e r  

g r e a t ly  f r o m  th o s e  o f  th e  b o d y . H e n c e  I c o n c lu d e  th a t th e  s o u ls  

in  P u r g a to r y  s u f f e r m u c h  m o r e th a n  w e c a n u n d e r s ta n d  a c ­

c o r d in g  to  th e  m e a s u r e  o f  c o r p o ra l p a in s ” ( R ib e r a , v i ta  4 , 3 ) .

B u t m a n y  C h r is t ia n s o u ts id e  th e  C a th o l ic  C h u r c h  h o ld  th a t  

th e r e  i s  n o  P u r g a to r y , a n d  m a n y  C a th o l ic s  a c t a s  i f  i t s  to r m e n ts  

w e r e  o f  l i t t le  m o m e n t a n d  s h o r t d u r a t io n .

B y  th e  te r m , P u r g a to r y , w e  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  p la c e  w h e r e  s o u ls  

w h ic h  p a s s e d  o u t o f  th is  w o r ld  in  f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  G o d  b u t a r e  

n o t p u r e  e n o u g h  f o r h e a v e n , p a y  th e  la s t d e b ts  o f th e i r t r a n s ­

g r e s s io n s a n d  s h o r tc o m in g s .

T h e s e  s o u ls m u s t d o  p e n a n c e  e i th e r f o r v e n ia l s in s o r te r n -



p o r a l p u n is h m e n ts  d u e  to  s in . E v e ry th in g  im p u r e  m u s t b e  p u r g ­

e d  a w a y  s o  th a t th e  im a g e  o f G o d  m a y  b e  c le a r ly  r e f le c te d in  

th e  s o u l . T h is  o c c u r s th r o u g h  f i re .

T r u e , s o m e  c o n s id e r th is f i r e  o n ly  in  a f ig u r a t iv e  s e n s e , a n  

im a g e o f th e  s p i r i tu a l a g o n y  th r o u g h  w h ic h th is c le a n s in g  i s  

e f f e c te d . M u c h  o f w h a t w e le a r n  o f P u r g a to r y f r o m  th e d e ­

s c r ip t io n s  o f h o ly  p e r s o n s i s to  b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  a  s y m b o l ic a l  

s e n s e . H o w e v e r , a s to  th e  n a tu r e  o f P u r g a to r y , m o s t th e o lo g i ­

a n s h o ld  th a t i t i s a p h y s ic a l f i r e w h ic h  a f f l ic ts th e  d e p a r te d  

s o u ls .

T h e  C h u r c h ’s  d o c tr in e  o n  P u r g a to r y  c o n f i r m s  b o th  to  s o u n d  

r e a s o n a n d  to  th e  n o b le s t f e e l in g s o f th e  h u m a n  h e a r t . W h a t  

e ls e c o u ld b e d o n e w ith  th e s o u ls w h ic h  a r e n o t s u f f ic ie n tly  

p u r e  f o r h e a v e n ?

T h e y  c a n n o t  b e  s e n t to  H e ll , f o r  th e y  d ie d  a t p e a c e  w ith  G o d .  

T h e re  m u s t b e  a n  in te r m e d ia te  p la c e  w h e r e  th e s e  s o u ls a r e  f u l ­

ly  p r e p a r e d  f o r H e a v e n . I n  v ie w  o f  o u r h u m a n  f r a i l t ie s  a n d  o f  

th e  s e v e r i ty  o f  G o d ’s  ju s t ic e , h o w  a n x io u s  w e  w o u ld  b e  o v e r  o u r  

f a te  i f th e re  w e r e n o  h o p e  o f s a t i s fa c t io n  a f te r d e a th ! W h a t  

w o u ld  c o n s o le  u s  a t th e  d e a th  o f  o u r p a r e n ts  a n d  f r ie n d s  i f  w e  

s h o u ld  h a v e  to  f e a r th a t th e i r  s o u ls  w e r e  n o t w ith o u t s ta in ?

I f th e re  w e r e n o  P u r g a to r y , h o w  c o u ld  w e e x p la in  th e  r e f ­

e r e n c e  in  S t . P e te r ’s  F ir s t E p is t le ( 3 , 1 9 ) to  " th o s e  s p i r i t s th a t  

w e r e  in  p r is o n ’’ ? I f  th e y  h a d  b e e n  in  H e ll , th e y  c o u ld  n o t h a v e  

b e e n l ib e r a te d . I n  S t . M a tth e w ’s G o s p e l ( 5 , 2 6 ) w e r e a d :  

" A m e n , I s a y  to  th e e , th o u  s h a lt n o t g o  o u t f r o m  th e n c e  t i l l  

th o u  r e p a y  th e  la s t f a r th in g .”

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  p a s s a g e s  in  th e  s e c o n d  b o o k  o f th e  M a c -  

h a b e e s  w h ic h  e v e n  th e  s c h o o l c h i ld r e n  k n o w  b y  h e a r t , s o m e  o f  

th e d e p a r te d  a r e s ta in e d w ith  s in b u t m a y  b e f r e e d f r o m  i t  

th r o u g h  p r a y e r , a lm s a n d  s a c r i f ic e . I n  M a tth e w  ( 1 2 , 3 2 ) o u r  

D iv in e  S a v io r  m a k e s  th is  th r e a t :

" A n d  w h o s o e v e r  s h a l l s p e a k  a  w o r d  a g a in s t th e  S o n  o f  m a n .  
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i t s h a l l b e f o r g iv e n  h im : b u t h e th a t s h a l l s p e a k  a g a in s t th e  

H o ly  G h o s t , i t s h a l l n o t b e  f o r g iv e n  h im , n e i th e r  in  th is  w o r ld ,  

n o r in  th e  w o r ld  to  c o m e .”

A c c o rd in g  to  th e s e  w o r d s  th e r e  m u s t b e  f o r g iv e n e s s  o f  s in  in  

th e  h e r e a f te r . N o t , o f c o u r s e , f o r m o r ta l s in , f o r a f te r d e a th  

th e r e i s n o  p o s s ib i l i ty o f c o n v e r s io n , o f g a in in g  th e s ta te o f  

g r a c e . H e n c e , th e r e  i s  q u e s tio n  o n ly  o f  v e n ia l s in s  f o r w h ic h  in ­

s u f f ic ie n t s a t i s fa c t io n  w a s  m a d e  o r f o r w h ic h  th e  s u f f e r in g  s o u l  

w a s  n o t  s u f f ic ie n tly  s o r ry . B e s id e s  H e a v e n , w h e r e  n o th in g  s in f u l  

m a y  e n te r , a n d  in  a d d i t io n  to  H e ll , w h o s e  in m a te s  a r e  in c a p a b le  

o f r e c e iv in g  f o r g iv e n e s s , th e r e m u s t b e a n o th e r p la c e f o r th is  

c le a n s in g  f r o m  v e n ia l s in a n d te m p o r a l p u n is h m e n ts . T h is  

p la c e i s P u r g a to r y . S t . P a u l w r i te s to  th e  C o r in th ia n s ( 1 , 3 ,  

1 3 - 1 5 ) :

‘ ‘E v e r y  m a n 's w o r k  s h a l l b e m a n ife s t ; f o r th e  d a y  o f th e  

L o r d  s h a l l d e c la r e  i t , b e c a u s e  i t s h a l l b e  r e v e a le d  in  f i r e ; a n d  th e  

f i r e  s h a l l t r y  e v e r y  m a n ’s  w o r k , o f  w h a t s o r t i t i s . I f  a n y  m a n ’s  

w o r k  a b id e , w h ic h  h e  h a th  b u i l t th e re u p o n , h e  s h a l l r e c e iv e a  

r e w a r d . I f  a n y  m a n ’s w o r k  b u r n , h e  s h a l l s u f f e r lo s s : b u t h e  

h im s e lf s h a l l b e  s a v e d , y e t s o  a s b y  f i r e . ’

H e r e th e  a p o s tle  c o n te n d s th a t th e r e  i s a c la s s o f s in n e r s  

w h o  c a n b e s a v e d in th e o th e r w o r ld . H e a ls o  in d ic a te s th e  

m e a n s , a  c le a n s in g  a s  b y  f i r e . T h is  f i r e  c a n n o t  b e  th e  t r ib u la t io n s  

o f  e a r th , f o r i t b u r n s  a f te r  th is  l i f e . I t c a n n o t s ig n i f y  th e  ju d g ­

m e n t o f G o d , f o r i t b u r n s , c a u s e s p a in a n d  c o n s u m e s s o m e ­

th in g . N o r c a n i t b e H e ll f i re , b e c a u s e th o s e  in  H e ll h a v e  n o  

h o p e  o f s a lv a t io n . I t c a n  o n ly  b e  P u r g a to r y .
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V I E W S  O F  F A T H E R S  O F  C H U R C H

T h e  d e a r te a c h in g  o f H o ly  S c r ip tu r e  o n  P u r g a to r y  i s c o n ­

f i rm e d  u n e q u iv o c a l ly  b y  t r a d i t io n . I n  B e l la r m in e ’s t r e a t i s e o n  

P u r g a to r y  w e  f in d  n u m e ro u s  s t r ik in g  p a s s a g e s f r o m  G r e e k  a n d  

L a t in  a u th o r s . T e r tu l lia n ( D e A n im a e t D e R e s u r r . C a r n .)  

s p e a k s o f th e  s u b te r r a n e a n  p r is o n  f r o m  w h ic h  n o  o n e  w il l b e  

r e le a s e d  u n t i l h e  h a s  p a id  th e  la s t f a r th in g . F r o m  th e  c o n n e c t io n  

i t i s e v id e n t th a t h e  r e fe r s  to  M a tth e w  ( 5 , 2 5 ) a n d  L u k e ( 1 2 ,  

5 8 ) a n d  a p p l ie s  th e  te x t to  P u r g a to r y  a s d o  o th e r th e o lo g ia n s .

S t . G r e g o ry  o f N y s s a s a y s in h is s p e e c h o n th e d e p a r te d  

( M ig n e , P a tr o lo g is g ra lc a ,  4 6 , 5 2 5 )  : “ S e p a r a te d  f r o m  th e  b o d y ,  

th e s o u l u n d e r s ta n d s c le a r ly  th e d if fe r e n c e b e tw e e n g o o d  a n d  

e v i l a n d  c a n n o t e n jo y  th e  b e a t i f ic  v is io n  u n le s s i t s s ta in s h a v e  

b e e n  w ip e d  o u t in  P u r g a to r y .”  S t . A u g u s t in e  d e c la r e s  p o s i t iv e ly  

in  h is w o r k , “ T h e  C ity  o f  G o d ,”  th a t m a n y  m u s t s u f fe r te m ­

p o r a l p u n is h m e n t a f te r d e a th ; th a t th e y  m u s t o b ta in  f o r g iv e ­

n e s s in th e  h e r e a f te r o f g u i l t n o t r e m it te d  h e r e , f o r o th e rw is e  

th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  to  s u f fe r e te rn a l to r m e n ts . T h is  th o u g h t w o r ­

r ie d  S t . A u g u s t in e a f te r th e  d e a th  o f  h is  d e a r ly  b e lo v e d  m o th e r  

a n d  h e  p r a y e d , a s w e  le a r n  f r o m  th e  th i r te e n th  c h a p te r o f th e  

n in th  b o o k  o f h is  C o n f e s s io n s :

“ A lth o u g h  m y  m o th e r l iv e d in s u c h w is e th a t w e w o u ld  

h a v e  to  p r a is e  T h y  m e r c ie s  in  th e  g r e a tn e s s  o f  h e r f a i th  a n d  h e r  

p u r i ty  o f m o r a ls , I w o u ld  n e v e r th e le s s n o t c o n te n d th a t n o  

s in g le w o r d  c a m e f r o m  h e r m o u th a g a in s t T h y  C o m m a n d ­

m e n ts a f te r h e r r e b i r th th r o u g h B a p tis m  . . . T h e r e fo r e , I  

f o r g e t f o r th e m o m e n t th e g o o d w o r k s o f m y m o th e r , f o r  

w h o m  I r e jo ic e a n d  th a n k  T h e e , G o d  o f m y  h e a r t , l i f e a n d  

f a m e  o f  m y  s o u l, a n d  I e n tr e a t T h e e  f o r f o r g iv e n e s s  o f  h e r  s in s .  
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O h , G o d , h e a r m y  p r a y e r  in  th e  n a m e  o f  H im  w h o  w a s f a s te n ­

e d  to  th e  c r o s s  f o r u s  th a t H e  m ig h t b e c o m e  th e  h e a lin g  o f  o u r  

w o u n d s  a n d  W h o  s i t s  a t T h y  r ig h t h a n d , w h e r e  H e  c o n t in u a l ­

ly  i s  o u r m e d ia to r . I  k n o w  th a t  s h e  w a s  m e r c i fu l , th a t s h e  f o r ­

g a v e a l l th o s e w h o  h a d  o f f e n d e d  h e r . R e m it T h o u  a ls o  th e  

o f f e n s e s w h ic h  s h e  c o m m itte d  a g a in s t T h e e  s in c e  h e r B a p t is m .  

F o r g iv e h e r , O  L o r d , I e n tr e a t T h e e , f o r g iv e  h e r . . . W h e n  

th e  d a y  o f h e r d is s o lu t io n  a p p r o a c h e d  s h e  p le a d e d  f o r o n ly  o n e  

th in g , th a t w e w o u ld  c o n s ta n t ly  th in k  o f h e r a t T h y  a l ta r s  

a t w h ic h  s h e  s e rv e d  e v e r y  d a y  w ith o u t f a i l a n d  w h e r e  s h e  k n e w  

th e  m o s t a d o ra b le  S a c r i f ic e  w o u ld  b e  o f f e r e d .”

S t . C y p r ia n ( th i rd  c e n tu r y ) s p e a k s o f th e  c u s to m  o f c e le ­

b r a t in g  th e  S a c r i f ic e f o r th e r e p o s e o f s o u ls a s b e in g  a l r e a d y  

p r a c t is e d b y th e b is h o p s w h o  p r e c e d e d h im . E u s e b iu s , th e  

h is to r ia n ( f o u r th  c e n tu r y ) , d e s c r ib e s h o w  a t th e f u n e r a l o f  

C o n s ta n t in e  th e G r e a t , th e  p r ie s ts a n d  p e o p le , w ith  te a r s a n d  

m u c h  la m e n ta t io n , ·  o f f e r e d  u p  p r a y e rs a n d  s a c r i f ic e f o r th e  r e ­

p o s e  o f h is s o u l.

T h is i s a m o d e s t s e le c tio n o f te s t im o n y f r o m  th e F a th e r s  

o f  th e  C h u r c h . W e  m ig h t a ls o  r e f e r to  th e  s o le m n  d e c la r a t io n s  

o f f a i th  b y  th e  C h u r c h . I n  th e  c o n f e s s io n  o f f a i th  w h ic h  w a s  

m a d e b y  M ic h a e l P a la e o lo g u s in 1 2 7 6  a n d  w h ic h  P o p e E u ­

g e n e I V  o n  J u ly  6 , 1 4 3 9 , im p o s e d  o n  th e  G r e e k s , w e  r e a d :

" W h e n C h r is t ia n s d ie t r u ly  p e n i te n t in th e lo v e o f G o d  

b u t b e fo r e th e y  h a v e m a d e a m e n d s b y  p e n a n c e f o r m is d e e d s  

o r o m is s io n s , th e i r s o u ls w il l b e  p u r i f ie d  th r o u g h  th e  p u n is h ­

m e n t o f P u r g a to r y . T h e ir p e n a l t ie s c a n b e m itig a te d  th r o u g h  

th e e n tr e a t ie s o f th e l iv in g , n a m e ly th e M a s s , p r a y e r s , a lm s  

a n d  o th e r p io u s w o r k s  o f f e re d  f o r th e m  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  la w s  

o f  th e  C h u r c h . ’
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C H U R C H  D E C R E E S

T h e  p r in c ip a l d e  f id e  d e c r e e s  o f  th e  C h u r c h  o n  th e  s u b je c t—  

d e c r e e s , i. e., d e c la r in g th a t th e  d o c tr in e  s e t f o r th  h a s b e e n  r e ­

v e a le d  b y  G o d  a n d  i s th e r e f o r e b in d in g  o n  th e  f a i th f u l u n d e r  

p a in  o f h e r e s y — a r e th o s e  o f th e  C o u n c i l o f T r e n t ( s e s s . 2 5 ) ,  

th a t th e re  i s a P u r g a to r y , a n d  th a t th e  s o u ls th e re  d e ta in e d  

a r e a s s is te d  b y  th e  s u f f r a g e s  o f th e  f a i th f u l , b u t e s p e c ia l ly  b y  

th e  m o s t a c c e p ta b le  S a c r i f ic e  o f  th e  A lta r ,”  a n d  th e  C o u n c i l o f  

F lo r e n c e w h ic h h a d p r e v io u s ly ( A . D . 1 4 3 9 ) d e f in e d , " I f  

m e n h a v e d ie d  p e n i te n t in th e lo v e o f G o d , a n d  b e f o re  th e y  

h a v e  m a d e  s a t i s f a c t io n  b y  f r u it s  w o r th y  o f p e n a n c e  f o r s in s o f  

o m is s io n  a n d  o f  c o m m is s io n , th e i r  s o u ls a r e  p u r i f ie d  a f te r  d e a th  

b y  th e  p a in s  o f  P u r g a to r y ,  a n d  to  th e  r e l ie f  p f  th e s e  p a in s  a v a il  

th e  s u f f r a g e s  o f th e  f a i th f u l , s a c r i f ic e s o f M a s s e s , p r a y e rs , a lm s ,  

a n d  o th e r o f f ic e s o f p ie ty .”

©
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P L E A S I N G  T O  G O D

A  r e p o r t o n th e f o u n d in g  o f a c o n v e n t b y  S t . T e r e s a o f  

A v ila r e v e a ls h o w  p le a s in g to  G o d  a r e p r a y e r s f o r th e  P o o r  

S o u ls . T h e  s a in t h a d  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  a S p a n is h  n o b le m a n , D o n  

B e r n a r d in o  d e  M e n d o z a , a  h o u s e , a  g a r d e n  a n d  a v in e y a r d  f o r  

th e  f o u n d in g  o f a c o n v e n t.

‘ ‘A b o u t tw o  m o n th s  la te r ,”  s h e  w r i te s , " th e  d o n o r s u d d e n ly  

b e c a m e s o  s e r io u s ly  i l l th a t h e lo s t h is p o w e r o f s p e e c h  a n d  

c o u ld  n o t m a k e  a  c o n f e s s io n . H e  c o u ld  m e r e ly  in d ic a te  b y  g e s ­

tu r e s h o w  e a r n e s t ly  h e d e s i re d  G o d ’s f o r g iv e n e s s . S o o n  a f te r ­

w a r d  h e d ie d , a n d  G o d  in d ic a te d  to  m e th a t th e n o b le m a n ’ s  

s p i r i tu a l w e ll b e in g  h a d  b e e n  in  d o u b t , b u t th a t , in  v ie w  o f  h is  

d o n a t io n , h e  h a d  o b ta in e d  m e r c y . H o w e v e r , h is s o u l w o u ld  r e ­

m a in  in  P u r g a to r y  u n t i l th e  f i r s t M a s s  w o u ld  b e  o f f e r e d  in  th e  

n e w  c o n v e n t .”

“ T h e  in te n s e s u f fe r in g s o f th is p o o r s o u l ,” c o n t in u e s S t .  

T e r e s a , “ w e r e  c o n s ta n t ly  in  m y  m in d . T h o u g h  I w a s  e a g e r to  

o p e n  a  c o n v e n t in  T o le d o , I d e la y e d  s o  a s  to  b e  a b le  to  u n d e r ­

ta k e a s s o o n  a s p o s s ib le th e f o u n d a t io n  in  V a lla d o l id . B u t  

th e r e w e r e  d e la y s , a n d  G o d  m a d e  k n o w n  to  m e  in  p r a y e r th a t  

I s h o u ld  h u r r y , a s th a t s o u l s u f f e r e d  g r e a t ly .”  <

T h e  s a in t h a s te n e d  to  V a lla d o l id , s u m m o n e d  a r t i s a n s a n d  

a r r a n g e d  th e  m o s t n e c e s s a r y  th in g s f o r o p e n in g  a  c o n v e n t . S h e  

s t i l l la c k e d  c a n o n ic a l p e r m is s io n , b u t s h e w a s a l lo w e d  to  h a v e  

M a s s  o f fe r e d  in  th e  s p a c e  to  b e  u s e d  a s a  c h a p e l . S t . T e r e s a  d id  

n o t e x p e c t in  th e  le a s t th a t th e  L o r d ’s p r o m is e  c o n c e r n in g  th e  

s o u l o f  th e  d o n o r  s h o u ld  b e  im m e d ia te ly  f u l f i l le d . S h e  th o u g h t  

th e  p r o m is e  r e f e r r e d to  th e  f i r s t M a s s to  r e a d  w h e n  th e  H o ly  

E u c h a r is t w a s  r e s e r v e d  in  th e  ta b e rn a c le .
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" B u t  a s  I w a s  a b o u t to  r e c e iv e  H o ly  C o m m u n io n ,”  c o n t in u e s  

th e  s a in t , " a n d  th e  p r ie s t a p p r o a c h e d w ith  th e  B le s s e d  S a c r a ­

m e n t , I s a w  n e a r i t th e  y o u n g  n o b le m a n  w ith  jo y f u l c o u n te n ­

a n c e . W ith  f o ld e d  h a n d s h e th a n k e d  m e f o r w h a t I h a d  d o n e  

to r e d e e m  h im  f r o m  P u r g a to r y , a n d th e n h is s o u l e n te re d  

H e a v e n .”

F r o m  th is  w e  m a y  c o n c lu d e  h o w  e x c e e d in g ly  m e r c i f u l i s th e  

L o r d  a n d  h o w  im p a t ie n t ly  h e  lo n g s f o r th e  l ib e r a tio n  o f th e  

d e a r ly  b e lo v e d  s o u ls w h o s e  f a te  H e  h a s  to  a  g r e a t e x te n t p la c e d  

in  o u r h a n d s .
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S E V E R E  V I E W

C o n v in c e d  a s  w e  a r e  o f  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  P u r g a to r y , w e  k n o w  

l i t t le c o n c e r n in g  i t s v a r io u s p e n a l t ie s . T h is m u c h i s c e r ta in :  

T h e  s u f fe r in g s  o f th e  P o o r S o u ls  a r c  m e a s u r e d  b y  s t r ic t ju s tic e  

a n d  c o r re s p o n d to  th e ir w r o n g  d o in g s . W ith  o u r im p e r fe c t  

h u m a n  f a c u l t ie s  w e  c a n  n e v e r f u l ly  g r a s p  th e  m a g n i tu d e  o f  th e i r  

a g o n y .

T h e r e a r e , g e n e r a l ly  s p e a k in g , tw o v ie w s o f P u r g a to r y .  

H o w e v e r , th e y  c o m p le m e n t e a c h  o th e r . T h e  f i r s t , o r s e v e re  

v ie w , w a s h e ld b y m a n y  s a in ts b e f o r e F r a n c is d e S a le s a n d  

C a th e r in e o f G e n o a ( d ie d in 1 5 1 0 ) . T h is v ie w  r e p r e s e n ts  

P u r g a to r y , a s f a r a s i t s p a in s a r e c o n c e r n e d , a s b e in g  a lm o s t  

o n th e  s a m e p la n e  a s H e ll , e x c e p t th a t i t s s u f fe r in g s a r e n o t  

e te r n a l . T o rm e n ts , c r ie s o f a g o n y , f e a r a n d  te r ro r r e ig n . F ir e  

w h ic h  w a s  c r e a te d  to  to r tu re  s o u ls , p u n is h e s  th e m  in  a  m y s te r i ­

o u s  m a n n e r l ik e  th e  d a m n e d  in  H e ll .

A c c o r d in g  to  S t . B e r n a r d in e  o f S ie n a , o u r e a r th ly  f i r e  i s l ik e  

a p a in te d f i r e b y  c o m p a r is o n . T h e  s o u l e x p e r ie n c e s  a n  in d e s ­

c r ib a b le te r ro r a t h a v in g  b e c o m e th e  v ic t im  o f s u c h p h y s ic a l  

p a in . M o re o v e r , in  th e  f i r s t s ta g e  o f  p u r g a t io n , s o m e  s o u ls a r e  

h e ld  in in te n s e  d a r k n e s s .

T o  th e  p a in  o f th e  s e n s e s i s a d d e d  th e  s o r r o w  o f s e p a r a ­

t io n  f r o m  G o d . T h e  P o o r S o u l h a s h a d  a g l im p s e o f G o d ’s  

b e a u ty  a n d  i s  n o w  f r e e d  f r o m  e v e ry th in g  w h ic h  o n  e a r th  d u l le d  

i t s d e s ir e  f o r G o d . W e  a l l k n o w  th a t in te n s e  f e e lin g  k n o w n  a s  

h o m e s ic k n e s s . Y e t a l l th e  lo n g in g  o f  a  c h i ld  f o r i t s  p a r e n ts  a n d  

h o m e  o n  e a r th  i s  t r i f l in g  c o m p a re d  to  th e  b u r n in g  d e s i re  o f th e  

P o o r  S o u ls f o r G o d  a n d  H e a v e n . T h e  u n c o n q u e r a b le u r g e f o r  

h a p p in e s s , w h ic h D iv in e P r o v id e n c e h a s p la c e d in e v e ry h u ­
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m a n  h e a r t a n d  w h ic h  c a n  o n ly  b e s a t i s f ie d  b y  v is io n  o f th e  

C r e a to r , a w a k e s in  a l l i t s in te n s i ty  w h e n  th e  b u r d e n  a n d  d is ­

t r a c t io n s o f e a r th  a r e  r e m o v e d , a n d  i t d r iv e s th e  s o u l to w a rd s  

G o d  w ith  te r r i f ic  f o r c e . I f n o t d e ta in e d  in  P u r g a to r y , i t w o u ld  

s p e e d  to w a r d  H e a v e n  f a s te r th a n  th e  b u l le t s e e k s i t s g o a l . T h is  

b u r n in g  lo n g in g  i s e x p e r ie n c e d  a l l th e  m o r e  b y  th e  P o o r  S o u ls  

b e c a u s e  th e y  h a v e  th e  g r a c e  o f G o d  a n d  k n o w  th a t th e y  a r e  to  

b e  w ith  H im  f o r e v e r . I n v is ib le  p o w e r s , th e  ju s t ic e  o f  G o d  a n d  

th e i r o w n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f th e ir g u i l t , h o ld  th e m  b a c k . H e n c e  

th e y  b u r n  w ith  th e  p a in  o f lo v e a n d  h e a v e n ly  h o m e s ic k n e s s . 

I f s o u ls c o u ld d ie , th e y w o u ld  p e r is h  f r o m  a g o n iz e d lo n g in g  

f o r th e i r  C r e a to r . C a je ta n  ta u g h t th a t s o m e  s o u ls  s u f fe r e d  m o r e  

in te n s e ly  in  P u r g a to r y  th a n  o th e r s  d o  in  H e ll .

I f w e  h a d  n o  o th e r p r o o fs , th e s e  c o n s id e ra t io n s w o u ld  s u f ­

f ic e  to  m e a s u r e  th e  in te n s ity  o f th e s e  s u f f e r in g s  a n d  to  f i l l o u r  

h e a r ts  w ith  d e e p e s t s y m p a th y  f o r  th e  P o o r  S o u ls  a m o n g  w h o m  

p e r h a p s a r e f a th e r , m o th e r , b r o th e rs , s is te r s , e tc . J u s t c o n s id e r  

th e  to r tu r e s  w h ic h  p e o p le  h a v e  to  u n d e r g o  in  th is  l i f e  a s a  r e ­

s u l t o f i l ln e s s ! I f w e r e a d  th e  L iv e s  o f th e  S a in ts w e  le a r n  o f  

th e  te r r ib le  to r m e n ts  s u f f e r e d  b y  c o n f e s s o r s o f th e  f a i th . F r o m  

th e s e  w e  m a y  g e t a n  id e a  o f  th e  p a in s  o f  th e  P o o r S o u ls .

C a r d in a l B e l la r m in e , in  h is t r e a t i s e  o n  P u r g a to r y , c o n s id e r s  

th e  r e v e la t io n s  o f th e  s a in ts in  th e  l ig h t o f th e o lo g y . H e  c i te s  

th e s e w o r d s o f S t . T h o m a s : “ I n  th o s e q u e s tio n s c o n c e r n in g  

P u r g a to r y w h ic h th e C h u r c h h a s n o t d e c id e d o n e m u s t b e  

g u id e d b y th e th o u g h ts w h ic h h a r m o n iz e w ith  s a y in g s a n d  

r e v e la t io n s o f th e  s a in ts .’ ’

S o m e  s a in ts s e e m  to  h a v e  b e e n  d e s tin e d  b y  G o d  to  p r o m o te  

d e v o t io n  f o r th e  P o o r  S o u ls  o r to  o f f e r u p  th e i r  e n t ir e  l iv e s f o r  

th e  l ib e r a t io n  o f th e s e  s o u ls . P r o m in e n t a m o n g  th e s e w a s S t .  

G r e g o r y th e G r e a t . I n h is d a y th e s a v a g e r y o f b a r b a r ia n s  

c a u s e d in d e s c r ib a b le  m is e r y  in I ta ly . N u m e r o u s c h u r c h e s w e r e  

w ith o u t p r ie s ts , a n d  d is t r ic ts in  w h ic h  C h r is t ia n i ty  h a d  f lo u r ­
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i s h e d b e c a m e c o m p le te ly p a g a n . S t . G r e g o r y ’s p r o b le m  w a s  

g ig a n t ic , b u t h e k n e w  w h e r e to  f in d  h e lp . H e m a d e  R o m e a  

p la c e  o f  r e f u g e  f o r e x i le s  a n d  th e  a b a n d o n e d . T o  th o s e  o u ts id e  

th e  c i ty  h e  s e n t p h y s ic a l a n d  s p i r i tu a l a id  th r o u g h  h is  m is s io n ­

a r ie s . H is  ta b le  w a s s e t f o r a l l w h o  c a m e  to  R o m e  a n d  f o r th e  

p o o r  o f  th e  c i ty . T h u s  h e  h a d  th e  p r iv ile g e  o n e  d a y  to  h a v e  a s  

h is g u e s t h is g u a r d ia n  a n g e l a n d  O u r D iv in e  L o r d . T h e  e a r th  

w a s  to o  s m a l l f o r  h is  c h a r ity , w h ic h  s e n t p r a y e r s  a n d  s a c r i f ic e s  

o f  e x p ia t io n  in to  P u r g a to r y . H e  a ls o  w o n  m a n y  in te r c e s s o r s  f o r  

th e  d e c e a s e d . H is d ia lo g u e s a r e a m a in s p r in g  o f d e v o t io n  f o r  

th e  P o o r S o u ls f o r a l l t im e . P e te r F a b e r , a f a m o u s  J e s u it , d e ­

c la r e d  th a t i f P o p e  G r e g o r y  h a d  n o t e m p h a s iz e d  a n d  c la r i f ie d  

th e C h u r c h 's te a c h in g s o s u c c e s s f u l ly , th e d e v o tio n f o r th e  

P o o r S o u ls w o u ld  h a v e b e e n m u c h le s s a r d e n t in  s u c c e e d in g  

c e n tu r ie s .

A  to u c h in g  v is io n  o f P u r g a to r y  h a s b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  f o r u s  

b y  S t . B o n ifa c e in  a le t te r w r it te n  to  th e A b b e s s W a lb u r g a  

b y  a  p io u s  b r o th e r  in  a  r e l ig io u s  o r d e r . T h e  la t te r s a id  i t w a s  a s  

i f a v e i l h a d  b e e n r e m o v e d  f r o m  h is e y e s . T h e n  h e b e h e ld  

“ d o w n  in  th e  d e p th s  o f  th e  e a r th  f ie r y  w e lls , th e  p la c e  o f  p u r ­

g a t io n , w h e r e  h o v e r m a n y  s o u ls  in  d e e p  s o r r o w . O v e r th e  f ie r y  

s t re a m  i s a b r id g e  o v e r w h ic h  th e  s o u ls c o m e a f te r ju d g m e n t .  

S o m e  c r o s s i t w ith o u t s tu m b l in g , b u t o th e r s p lu n g e in to  th e  

f la m e s w h ic h e n v e lo p  s o m e u p  to th e k n e e s , o th e r s to th e  

s h o u ld e r s , a n d  s t i l l o th e r s c o m p le te ly . O n  e m e rg in g  o n  th e  

o th e r s id e , th e y  a r e  m o r e  b e a u t i f u l a n d  p u r e r th a n  w h e n  th e y  

f e l l in . B e n e a th  th e f ie r y  w e lls , in  th e  d e e p e s t a b y s s i s H e ll ,  

f i l le d w ith  in d e s c r ib a b le s ig h s a n d c o m p la in ts b e c a u s e G o d ’ s  

m e r c y  d o e s  n o t  p e n e tra te .”

T h e  v is io n s  o f S t . B ir g it ta ( d ie d  1 3 7 3 ) a n d  o f  S t . F r a n c e s  

o f  R o m e ( d ie d  1 4 4 0 ) a r e  m o r e  s p e c i f ic  a n d  p r o v id e  a d d i t io n a l  

d e ta i l s . T h e  f o r m e r s a w  P u r g a to r y  a s c o n s is tin g  o f th r e e d e ­

p a r tm e n ts . O n  th e  f i r s t le v e l o v e r H e ll i s  a  la r g e  d a r k  c h a m b e r .  
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a l te r n a te ly f i l le d w ith f i r e a n d c o ld  a i r , in w h ic h  th e P o o r  

S o u ls a r e to r m e n te d b y g r u e s o m e lo o k in g  p o is o n o u s a n im a ls  

a n d  th e  s ig h t o f e v i l s p i r i t s . A n  im p e n e tr a b le  d a r k n e s s c o n ­

s t i tu te s  th e ir w o r s t p u n is h m e n t . T h e  s a in t b e h e ld  a  s o u l p ie r c e d  

b y  f i r e a n d  w r a p p e d  in  to w e r in g  f la m e s .

O n  th e  s e c o n d  le v e l th e  s a in t s a w  s o u ls s u f f e r in g  m o s t f ro m  

th e  la c k  o f  th o s e  v ir tu e s  a n d  g o o d  w o r k s  w h ic h  th e y  n e g le c te d .  

T h e y  m u s t l in g e r u n t i l a m e n d s  a r e  m a d e  f o r th is  d e f ic ie n c y  b y  

th e ir f r ie n d s o r th e  p r a y e r s o f th e  C h u r c h . T h e y  r e s e m b le a  

p a t ie n t w h o , a f te r b e in g  f r e e d  o f  f e v e r a n d  p a in , o n ly  g r a d u a l ly  

a c q u ir e s h is f o rm e r s t re n g th  a n d  b e a u ty .

F in a l ly , a c c o r d in g  to  th e  s a in t ’s v is io n , th e  s o u l e n te rs th e  

th i r d  s ta g e  w h e r e  i t s u f fe r s  n o  p a in  e x c e p t a n  u n u t te r a b le  lo n g ­

in g  to  s e e  G o d . H e r e  a r e  m a n y  s o u ls a n d  f r e q u e n tly  f o r a  lo n g  

t im e  b e c a u s e  d u r in g  th e i r l i f e  o n  e a r th  th e y  h a d  n o  p e r fe c t d e ­

s i re  to  b e w ith  G o d .

F e w  p e r s o n s d ie  a n d  a t ta in  e te rn a l h a p p in e s s im m e d ia te ly  

w ith o u t b e in g d e ta in e d in th is p la c e . A ll th e s e s o u ls b e n e f i t  

m o r e  o r le s s b y  th e  p r a y e r s w h ic h  th e  C h u r c h  a n d  p e r s o n s o n  

e a r th  o f f e r  f o r  th e m . T h e y  lo n g  f o r th e s e  p r a y e r s  m o r e  a r d e n t ly  

th a n  th e  h u n g r y  p e r s o n  f o r f o o d , th e th i r s ty  o n e f o r d r in k ,  

th e s o r r o w in g  o n e f o r jo y  a n d  th e s ic k  p e r s o n f o r r e s t a n d  

r e c o v e ry ( R e v e la t io n , b o o k  4 , c h a p . 7 ) .

S t . F r a n c e s o f R o m e  l ik e w is e  b e h e ld  P u r g a to r y  in  th r e e  le v ­

e ls , o n e  a b o v e  th e  o th e r , b u t , a c c o r d in g  to  h e r , a l l P o o r S o u ls  

a r e  e n v e lo p e d  in  a  c le a r , b r ig h t f i r e  u n l ik e  th e  d a r k  f i r e  o f  H e ll .  

E v e r y w h e r e  th e  s a in t s a w  a t th e  le f t o f  th e  to r tu r e d  s o u ls e v i l  

s p i r i t s w h o  in c re a s e d  th e i r s u f f e r in g  b y  c o n te m p t a n d  r id ic u le .  

H o w e v e r , o n  th e  r ig h t s id e  o f  th e  P o o r S o u ls w e r e  a n g e ls  c o n ­

s o l in g  th e m  ( G o e r r e s , C h r is t ia n  M y s tic is m , 1 1 1 , 4 7 4 ) .

V e r y  d e ta i le d  w a s th e  p ic tu re  p r e s e n te d  to  S t . M a g d a le n  o f  

P a z z i ( d ie d  1 6 0 7 ) . W h ile s h e w a s a t r e c re a t io n  in  a g a r d e n  

w ith  o th e r s is te r s , s h e  h a d  a  v is io n . F o r  tw o  h o u r s  s h e  w a lk e d  
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u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  la r g e  g a r d e n , s to p p in g  h e r e a n d  th e re  w h e n  

s h e w a s s h o w n  s o m e  p a r t ic u la r ly  s e v e re  p e n a l ty , w r in g in g  h e r  

h a n d s , tu r n in g  p a le a n d  s to o p in g  a s u n d e r a h e a v y  lo a d  a n d  

s h o w in g  s u c h  s ig n s o f te r ro r th a t h e r c o m p a n io n s  s h u d d e re d .  

W h e n  s h e  c a m e  to  th e  s p o t w h e r e  th e  c le rg y  s u f f e r e d , s h e  s ig h ­

e d  h e a v i ly  a n d  c r id  o u t : “ G o o d  G o d , a n d  y o u , to o ? ”

A c c o r d in g  to  h e r v is io n  th o s e  w h o  h a d  s in n e d  w ith o u t f u l l  

k n o w le d g e  a n d  h a d  d ie d  y o u n g  s u f f e r e d  le s s  a n d  w e r e  c o n s o le d  

b y  th e i r  a n g le s . T h e  h y p o c r i te s  w e r e  p u n is h e d  m o s t s e v e re ly  a n d  

a m id  te r ro r s c lo s e to  H e ll . T h e im p a t ie n t a n d  s tu b b o r n  a p ­

p e a re d  la d e n w ith  a c r u s h in g  b u r d e n . A t o n e  p e r io d  o f h e r  

v is io n  s h e b e c a m e  te r r o r - s t r ic k e n  a n d  c a l le d  o n  H e a v e n  f o r a s ­

s is ta n c e . T h e n  s h e c a m e to  th e p la c e w h e r e m o lte n  le a d  w a s  

p o u r e d  in to  th e  m o u th s o f l ia r s w h ile  th e  m is e r s , w h o  c o u ld  

n e v e r a c q u ire  e n o u g h  g o o d s  o n  e a r th , w e r e  o v e r - b u rd e n e d  w ith  

p a in  a n d  th e  im p u r e  w e r e  d e ta in e d  in  a n  in s u f f e r a b le  s te n c h . F in ­

a l ly , s h e  w a s s h o w n th o s e w h o  h a d  n o t b e e n  g iv e n  m u c h  to  

a n y  o n e  s in  b u t  h a d  c o m m itte d  n e a r ly  a l l to  s o m e  d e g r e e . T h e y  

s h a r e d  th e  to r m e n ts  o f  a l l in  a  s m a l le r d e g r e e . W h e n  th e  v is io n  

h a d  p a s s e d th e s a in t b e g g e d G o d to  n e v e r a g a in le t h e r s e e  

s u c h  m is e ry  a s  h e r s o u l w o u ld  p e r is h ( G o e r r e s , C h r is t ia n  M y ­

s t ic is m , 1 1 1 , 4 7 3 ) .

F r o m  th e s e e x a m p le s , w h ic h i l lu s t r a te a n d e m p h a s iz e th e  

te r r o rs o f P u r g a to r y , w e g le a n th a t th e s p i r it o f th is s e v e re  

v ie w  i s a  h o ly  f e a r o f  o f f e n d in g  G o d , a  d e s ir e  f o r m o r t i f ic a t io n  

a n d a c o n s ta n t a n d w h o le s o m e d r e a d pf G o d ’s ju d g m e n t .  

T h e s e  s o u ls k n e w  v e r y  w e ll th e  g r e a t p o w e r o f th e  p a s s io n s  

o v e r w e a k  h u m a n  b e in g s . T h e y  r e a l iz e d  h o w  d if f ic u l t i t i s f o r  

u s to  g r a s p  s p i r i tu a l th in g s , h o w  e a s i ly  w e m a k e r e s e r v a t io n s  

a n d  s e t l im i ts to  o u r s a c r if ic e s f o r th e  lo v e  o f G o d  a n d  h o w  

e a s i ly  w e  a r e  c o n te n t w ith  p a s t d e e d s  in s te a d  o f m a k in g  s p e c ia l  

e x e r t io n s  to  w in  th e  p r iz e  o f  h e a v e n ly  r e w a rd .

T h e  s e v e r e v ie w  o f P u r g a to r y  w a s e n te r ta in e d  p a r t ic u la r ly  
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b y  th o s e  w h o  h a d  p r a c t ic e d  u n u s u a l p e n a n c e  o r w e r e  m e m b e r s  

o f  s t r ic t o r d e rs . S c h o la s t ic  th e o lo g y , a s w e  c a n  s e e  f r o m  B e lla r -  

m in e , h a s s y s te m a tic a l ly  d e v e lo p e d  th is v ie w . I t i s “ a b e g in ­

n in g  o f  a l l w is d o m  a n d  a  w a y  to  h a p p in e s s ,”  a s  D iv in e  P r o v i ­

d e n c e w a r n e d B le s s e d  H e n r y  S u s o  a t a t im e w h e n , w ith  in ­

c r e a s in g  in t im a c y  w ith  G o d , h e  c a m e  to  v a lu e  le s s th e  p a in s  o f  

P u r g a to r y . H e  w a s to ld  to  b e  w is e  a n d  n o t to  t r e a t th e s e  s u f ­

f e r in g s  l ig h t ly .

T h is v ie w  i s b a s e d o n  m a n y  t r u th s . H a v in g  b e e n  h e ld  b y  

m a n y  g r e a t s a in ts o r s e r v a n ts o f G o d , i t i s m o s t w o r th y o f  

c o n s id e r a t io n . H o w e v e r , i t i s n o t c o m p le te a n d  d o e s n o t e x ­

h a u s t th e  C h u r c h ’s te a c h in g  o n  th e  p la c e o f p u r g a t io n . T r u e  

a d o r a t io n  o f G o d  a ls o  d o e s ju s t ic e to  H is lo v e  o f m a n . T h is  

i s a l l th e  m o r e  n e c e s s a ry  f o r p o o r , s in f u l, a n d  f r a il m a n  w h o  

w o u ld  o th e r w is e  f a l l in to  d e s p a i r . O n ly  w h e n  w e  c o n s id e r a ls o  

th e  s e c o n d  o r m ild e r v ie w  o f P u r g a to r y  a n d  c o m p a r e i t w ith  

th e  f o r m e r to  s e e w h a t b o th  h a v e  in  c o m m o n , d o  w e  g e t th e  

r ig h t p ic tu re  o f  P u r g a to r y , a  p ic tu re  f u l l o f  le s s o n s  f o r  o u r  o w n  

w e lfa r e  a n d  f o r a id  to  th e  P o o r  S o u ls .
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T H E  M I L D  V I E W

T h e  m ild e r v ie w  o f P u r g a to r y  in c lu d e s th e  o u t l in e s o f th e  

s t r ic te r v ie w  b u t e m p h a s iz e s o th e r c o n s id e r a t io n s . T h e c h ie f  

p o in ts a r e f o u n d  in  th e  w r i tin g s o f F r a n c is d e S a le s o n  th e  

s u b je c t . B is h o p  C a m u s w r i te s in  h is b o o k , The Spirit of St. 

Francis de Sales:”

“ T h e  th o u g h t o f  P u r g a to r y  i s m o r e  s u i te d  to  in s p i re  c o n s o l­

a t io n  th a n f e a r . M o s t p e r s o n s g r e a t ly  f e a r P u r g a to r y  b e c a u s e  

th e y  a r e in f lu e n c e d  m o r e  b y  lo v e  o f s e lf th a n  b y  z e a l f o r th e  

g lo r y  o f G o d  . . . T h o u g h  th e  p a in s o f th e  c le a n s in g  f i r e  a r e  

s o  in te n s e th a t th e  s u f fe r in g s  o f th is l i f e c a n n o t b e c o m p a re d  

to  th e m , th e  in te r io r  s a ti s fa c tio n s  o f  P u r g a to r y  a r e  s o  m a r v e lo u s  

a s to  e x c e e d  a l l jo y s  a n d  h a p p in e s s  o f  e a r th .”

B is h o p  C a m u s m e n t io n s tw e lv e o f th e s e jo y s a n d h ig h ly  

r e c o m m e n d s th e  t r e a t i s e  o f S t . C a th e r in e o f G e n o a o n  P u r g a ­

to r y . L e t u s s k e tc h th is w o r k  a n d  a d d  i l lu s t r a t io n s f r o m  th e  

e x p e r ie n c e  o f o th e r h o ly  s o u ls .

A s  s o o n  a s a  s o u l h a s  le f t th is  e a r th  a t p e a c e w ith  G o d  a n d  

h a s  b e e n  ju d g e d , i t f e e ls c o n f i r m e d  in  th is lo v e , th o u g h  i t m a y  

h a v e to  d o  p e n a n c e f o r v e n ia l s in s o r te m p o r a l p u n is h m e n ts .  

I t c a n  n e i th e r s in  n o r  e a r n  m e r i t a n d  i s  d e s t in e d  th r o u g h  G o d ’s  

u n c h a n g e a b le  ju d g m e n t to  e n te r s o m e d a y  in to  th e  e m p ire o f  

th e  b le s s e d  a n d  to  s e e a n d  e n jo y  G o d , i t s f in a l e n d  a n d  th e  

s o u r c e  o f i t s h a p p in e s s .

F o r a f le e t in g  m o m e n t th e  s o u l s e e s th e  c a u s e  o f P u r g a to r y  

in  i t s e l f , n a m e ly  in  i t s  s in s a n d  o f f e n s e s . T h is  p a s s in g  g l im p s e  

e n a b le s th e  s o u l to  f o r m  a n  a c t o f th e  w il l to  d e s p is e  a n e w  a l l  

v e n ia l s in s f o r w h ic h  i t d id  n o t h a v e s u f f ic ie n t c o n tr i t io n  in  

l i f e e i th e r b e c a u s e  o f in a d e q u a te k n o w le d g e  o r th e  m is fo r tu n e  
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o f s u d d e n d e a th . T h is a c t i s n o t m e r ito r io u s , b u t i t s h o w s  

th a t l i te r a lly  n o  s in  i s f o r g iv e n  u n le s s  m a n  i s s o r r y  f o r i t .

T h e  P o o r S o u l r e a l iz e s  th e  e v i l c o n s e q u e n c e s o f  i t s s in s a n d  

u n d e r s ta n d s  c le a r ly  th a t th e s e  e f f e c ts  h in d e r  i t f r o m  s e e in g  G o d  

u n t i l th e y  h a v e  b e e n  e x p ia te d  a n d  r e m o v e d  b y  th e  f i r e  o f  P u r ­

g a to r y . I t f e e ls  a  p e n e tr a t in g  d e s i r e  to  s u f f e r th e s e  p e n a l t ie s  a n d  

v o lu n ta r i ly p lu n g e s in to th e c le a n s in g f i re . I n d e e d , i f th e r e  

w e r e  n o  p la c e  o f p u r g a t io n , a v e r i ta b le  H e ll w o u ld  d e v e lo p  in  

th e  s o u l b e c a u s e  i t w o u ld  s e e th a t i t c o u ld  n o t r e a c h  G o d , i t s  

h ig h e s t g o a l .

I f  s u c h  a s o u l h a d  th e  c h o ic e  b e tw e e n  im m e d ia te ly  e n te r in g  

H e a v e n o r g o in g  to  P u r g a to r y  a n d  d o in g  p e n a n c e , i t w o u ld  

r a th e r p lu n g e in to  th e  h o t te s t f i re , y e a e v e n  in to  a th o u s a n d  

H e lls , th a n  a p p e a r w ith  th e  s l ig h te s t s ta in  b e f o re th e  D iv in e  

M a je s ty . A lth o u g h  i t s  s u f fe r in g s  in  P u r g a to r y  a r e  a lm o s t a s  te r ­

r ib le  a s th o s e  o f H e ll , th e  s o u l s e e s in  th e m  a m a n ife s ta t io n  o f  

e x c e e d in g  m e r c y  b e c a u s e th e r e b y  i t i s e n a b le d  to  o v e rc o m e a n  

o b s ta c le  to  e te r n a l h a p p in e s s . T h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  P u r g a to r y  s u r ­

p a s s e s  h u m a n  u n d e rs ta n d in g  a n d  h u m a n  e lo q u e n c e .

T h u s  S t . C a th e r in e .

A c c o r d in g  to  S t . F r a n c is  d e  S a le s , th e  s o u l o n  e n te r in g  P u r g a ­

to r y  i s c o n s o le d  " b y  th e  a m ia b le  a n d  lu m in o u s  c o u n te n a n c e o f  

J e s u s C h r is t ." I t i s " c o n t in u a l ly  u n i te d  w ith  G o d  a n d  s o  r e ­

s ig n e d  to  H is w il l a n d  s o  c h a n g e d  th a t i t w is h e s to  r e m a in  

th e re  a s lo n g  a s H e d e s i r e s .” I t s u f f e rs th e h u m il ia t io n  o f  

b e in g  p r e v e n te d  f o r  a  lo n g e r o r  s h o r te r p e r io d  f r o m  s e e in g  G o d ;  

y e t i t p r a is e s  th e  d iv in e  ju s t ic e . I t c a n  n o t s in  a n y  m o r e  o r b e  

im p a t ie n t in th e le a s t n o r b e c o m e g u i l ty  o f th e  s m a l le s t im ­

p e r f e c t io n . T h o u g h  s t i l l b e a r in g m in o r s ta in s , s u c h  a s o u l i s  

in te n s e ly lo v e d b y  G o d  a n d  v e s te d w ith  th e g r e a te s t b e a u ty .

T h is i s e v id e n t f r o m  a r e v e la tio n o f S t . G e r t ru d e . I n  h e r  

c o n v e n t tw o  p io u s  s is te r s h a d  d ie d — s is te r s w h o  h a d  p r e s e r v e d  

th e i r in n o c e n c e a n d  h a d  s e r v e d G o d w ith  c o m p le te d e v o t io n .  
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W h e n  S t . G e r t ru d e  p r a y e d  f o r th e  e ld e r o f  th e  n u n s , s h e  b e h e ld  

h e r  s o u l n e a r  th e  d iv in e  th r o n e  a n d  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  l ig h t. N e v e r ­

th e le s s , th e  s o u l e v a d e d  th e  g la n c e  o f  th e  D iv in e  S a v io r  a n d  d id  

n o t  d a r e  to  lo o k  a t H is  M a je s ty . S t . G e r tr u d e  a s k e d  in  a s to n is h ­

m e n t:

" M o s t m e r c i f u l G o d ! W h y  d o s t T h o u  n o t r e c e iv e th is  s o u l  

in to  th e  a r m s  o f T h in e  in f in i te  c h a r i ty ?  W h a t a r e  th e  s t ra n g e  

g e s tu r e s  o f  d if f id e n c e  w h ic h  I b e h o ld  in  h e r ? ”  T h e n  O u r  L o r d ,  

lo v in g ly s t r e tc h e d o u t H is r ig h t a r m , a s i f H e w o u ld  d r a w  

th e  s o u l n e a r e r to  H im s e lf : b u t s h e , w ith  p r o f o u n d  h u m il i ty  

a n d  g r e a t m o d e s ty , r e t i re d  f r o m  H im . T h e  s a in t , lo s t in  s t i l l  

g r e a t w o n d e r , a s k e d w h y  s h e f le d f r o m  th e e m b r a c e s o f a  

S p o u s e  s o  w o r th y  to  b e  lo v e d : a n d  th e  r e l ig io u s  a n s w e re d  h e r ,  

" B e c a u s e  I a m  n o t y e t p e r f e c t ly  c le a n s e d  f r o m  th e  s ta in s w h ic h  

m y  s in s  h a v e  le f t b e h in d  th e m ;  a n d  e v e n  i f  H e  w e r e  to  g r a n t m e  

in  th is  s ta te  a  f r e e  e n tr a n c e  in to  H e a v e n , I w o u ld  n o t a c c e p t i t :  

f o r a l l r e s p le n d e n t a s I lo o k  to  y o u r e y e s , I k n o w  th a t I a m  

n o t y e t a f i t s p o u s e  f o r m y  L o r d .”

A  m o n th  la te r th e  o th e r s is te r d ie d  a f te r a lo n g  i l ln e s s a n d  

a p p e a r e d  to  S t . G e r tr u d e  w h ile a t p r a y e r . T h e  d e c e a s e d  n u n  

w a s in  a b r i l l ia n t ly  i l lu m in a te d  p la c e . S h e w a s c la d  in  p u r p le  

a n d  a t h e r  s id e  a p p e a r e d  J e s u s  g iv in g  h e r m y s te r io u s  c o n s o la t io n  

f r o m  H is f iv e  s a c r e d  w o u n d s . H o w e v e r , th e  d e c e a s e d  n u n  a c te d  

a s i f s h e w e r e w o r r ie d  a b o u t s o m e th in g  a n d  J e s u s s a id  to  S t .  

G e r t r u d e : " S h e  c a n n o t b e e n t i r e ly  s a t i s f ie d  b e c a u s e I a m  r e ­

v e a l in g  to  h e r o n ly  th e  lo v e  o f M y  h u m a n ity , b e c a u s e in  h e r  

la s t m o m e n ts  o n  e a r th , s h e s h o w e d  g r e a t lo v e f o r M y  s u f f e r ­

in g s . W h e n  e x p ia t io n  h a s b e e n  m a d e  f o r a l l th e  n e g l ig e n c e s  o f  

h e r e a r th ly  l i f e , I w il l g r a n t h e r th e  d e l ig h t o f b e h o ld in g  M y  

d iv in i ty . ”

S t . G e r t ru d e  s u g g e s te d  th a t th e  s is te r ’s s h o r t - c o m in g s m ig h t  

h a v e  b e e n  w ip e d  o u t b y  h e r h o ly  lo n g in g  n e a r  d e a th . B u t J e s u s  

r e p l ie d  th a t th is g r a c e d id  n o t e x te n d  s o  f a r . " B u t ,” q u e r ie d  
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S t . G e r t r u d e  f u r th e r , “ c o u ld  th e  e x c e s s  o f  T h y  m e r c y  n o t h a v e  

f o r g iv e n  th e  r e s t o f  h e r s in s , a s  T h o u  d id s t g r a n t h e r f r o m  h e r  

c h i ld h o o d  a n  a d m ira b le  k in d n e s s a n d  c h a r i ty  to w a r d  o th e r s ? ”  

J e s u s  a n s w e r e d : “ H e r c h a r i ty  w il l r e c e iv e a n  e x c e l le n t r e w a r d ,  

b u t f i r s t e v e n th e  s l ig h te s t s ta in s o f e r r o r s m u s t b e e x p ia te d  

a n d  e x t in g u is h e d .”

W ith  s ig n s  o f  g r e a t a f fe c t io n , th e  D iv in e  S a v io r tu r n e d  to  

th e  s o u l a n d  s a id : “ M o re o v e r , M y  b r id e  u n q u e s t io n in g ly  s u b ­

m its to  th e  d e m a n d s o f M y  ju s t ic e w h ic h d e n ie s to  h e r th e  

f u ll v is io n  o f M y  d iv in i ty  u n t i l s h e i s p e r fe c t ly  c le a n .” A n d  

th e  s o u l r e p l ie d : “ I n d e e d , g la d ly ! ”

T h e r e u p o n  th e  D iv in e  L o r d  s e e m e d  to  w ith d ra w  in to  H e a v ­

e n  a n d  to  le a v e  th e  s o u l a lo n e  a t th e  s a m e  p la c e . S h e  a p p e a r e d  

lo n e ly  a n d  f e l t a  g r e a t lo n g in g  to  f o l lo w  H im . T h is  w a s h e r  

p u n is h m e n t f o r a s o m e w h a t in o r d in a te p le a s u re in  a s s o c ia t io n  

w ith  o th e r p e r s o n s  a n d  f o r o c c a s io n a l in d o le n c e  r e s u l t in g  f r o m  

p h y s ic a l f r a i l ty .

W h e n  S t . G e r t r u d e a g a in  p r a y e d  f o r th is  s o u l a t M a s s a n d  

o f f e r e d  th e  S a c re d  H o s t f o r  h e r , s h e  s a w  in  s p i r it a lm o s t in n u m ­

e r a b le  p e r s o n s k n e e l in g  b e s id e  h e r s e l f a n d  l i f t in g  u p  a p ic tu r e  

o f th e  H o ly  E u c h a r is t . T h e  d e c e a s e d  n u n  w a s g r e a t ly  c o n s o le d  

a n d  s a id  to  S t . G e r t r u d e :

“ N o w  I e x p e r ie n c e  th e  t r u th  o f  th e  w o r d s  o f th e  H o ly  G o s ­

p e l th a t e v e n th e s l ig h te s t g o o d  d e e d w il l b e r e w a rd e d a n d  

th e  s m a l le s t f a u lt m u s t b e  e x p ia te d  b e f o r e  o r a f te r d e a th . T h is  

c o m m o n s a c r if ic e n o w  a f f o rd s m e g r e a t r e f re s h m e n t b e c a u s e  

o f  th e  jo y  w ith  w h ic h  I o n c e  r e c e iv e d  th e  H o ly  E u c h a r is t . M y  

a r d e n t c h a r i ty  to w a r d  a l l h u m a n  b e in g s n o w  g iv e s s u c h  p o w e r  

w ith  G o d  to  y o u r in te r c e s s io n  f o r m e . B u t b e y o n d  a l l th is I  

e x p e c t a n  e te r n a l r e w a r d  f o r  i t .”

“ T h u s ,” c o n c lu d e s S t . G e r t ru d e , “ th is s o u l , s u p p o r te d b y  

th e p r a y e r s o f th e  C h u r c h , s e e m e d  to  r i s e h ig h e r a n d  h ig h e r  

to w a r d s G o d  a n d  f in a l ly  s h e u n d e r s to o d  th a t a s s o o n  a s s h e  
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a r r iv e d  a t h e r g o a l , o u r L o rd  H im s e lf w o u ld , in  H is in f in i te  

m e rc y , m e e t h e r w ith  a c r o w n  in  H is h a n d  a n d  le a d  h e r in to  

th e  jo y s  o f  s u p r e m e  h a p p in e s s .”

‘ ‘W h e n  th e  ju s t s o u l h a s  e n te re d  P u r g a to r y ,”  s a y s S t . C a th ­

e r in e , ‘ ‘i t s e e s o n ly  tw o  th in g s , a n  e x c e s s o f s u f f e r in g  a n d  o f  

jo y . I n te n s e p a in  a r is e s f r o m  th e c le a r k n o w le d g e th a t G o d  

lo v e s  i t w ith  in f in i te  lo v e , th a t H e  i s th e  h ig h e s t g o o d  a n d  h a s  

d e s tin e d  i t to  b e  e te rn a l ly  h a p p y  in  th e  c o m p a n y  o f  th e  b le s s e d .  

H e n c e , i t lo v e s  H im  w ith  th e  p u r e s t a n d  m o s t p e r f e c t lo v e . A t  

th e  s a m e  t im e , h o w e v e r , i t i s  a w a r e  th a t i t c a n  n o t s e e  a n d  p o s ­

s e s s H im , a n d  i t s s o r o w  i s m a g n if ie d  b y  i t s u n c e r ta in ty  a s to  

w h e n  th e p e r io d  o f e x i le f r o m  G o d  a n d f r o m  p a r a d is e w il l  

e n d .”

T h is  p a in  o f s e p a r a t io n  i s s o  e x tr a o r d in a r y  th a t n o  to n g u e  

c a n  d e s c r ib e  i t . I m a g in e  th a t th e re  w e r e  o n ly  o n e  lo a f o f  b r e a d  

in  a l l th e  w o r ld , a n d  p e o p le  w e r e s a te d  b y  m e re ly  lo o k in g  a t  

i t . W h a t w o u ld  b e  th e  f e e lin g s  o f a  h e a l th y , h u n g r y  m a n  w h o  

c o u ld  n e i th e r s e e n o r e a t th e  b r e a d  a n d  c o u ld  n e i th e r b e c o m e  i l l  

n o r d ie ? H is h u n g e r w o u ld  in c r e a s e a n d  c a u s e  h im  in to le ra b le  

p a in .

T h is c o m p a r is o n , w r ite s F a th e r W ill ia m  F . F a b e r in h is  

b o o k , Everything for Jesus, i s m e re ly  a n  im a g e  o f  th e  r e a l s u f ­

f e r in g  o f th e  P o o r S o u l . I t f e e ls i t s e l f d r a w n  to w a r d  G o d  b y  

a lo v in g p o w e r th a t s u r p a s s e s u n d e r s ta n d in g a n d  th is p o w e r  

in c re a s e s in  p r o p o r t io n  to  th e  t im e  i t i s d e p r iv e d  o f th e  o b je c t  

o f  i t s  in te n s e  lo n g in g . I t s  p a in  l ik e w is e  w o u ld  g r o w  i f i t w e r e  

n o t a s s u a g e d  b y  th e  c e r ta in ty  th a t i t w a s a p p r o a c h in g  e te r n a l  

h a p p in e s s . T h e  p r o p h e t s a y s : “ A n d  th e  L o rd  w a s p le a s e d to  

b r u is e  H im  in  in f ir m i ty : i f H e  s h a l l la y  d o w n  H is  l i f e  f o r s in ,  

H e  s h a l l s e e  a lo n g - l iv e d  s e e d , a n d  th e  w il l o f th e  L o r d  s h a l l  

b e  p r o s p e r o u s in  H is  h a n d .” ( I s a ia s 5 3 , 1 0 ) .

T h e  p a in  o f  s e n s e  o f  th e  P o o r  S o u l i s  c o m p a re d  b y  S t . C a th ­

e r in e  to  th e  p u r i f y in g  o f  g o ld  in  th e  f u r n a c e . S h e  w r i te s : “ T h e  
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m o r e i t m e lts th e  p u r e r i t b e c o m e s , a n d  i t i s m e lte d  u n t i l a l l  

b a s e  e le m e n ts a r e  e l im in a te d . T h is  i s th e  e f f e c t o f  f i r e  o n  e a r th ­

ly  th in g s . S im ila r ly  th e  d iv in e  f i r e w o r k s o n  th e  s o u l u n t i l i t  

r e s ts e n t i re ly  p u r e  in  G o d .”

A  s t r ik in g  i l lu s t ra t io n  i s f o u n d  in  th e  r e v e la t io n s  o f  S t . G e r ­

t r u d e . S h e h a d r e c e iv e d n e w s th a t a v e r y w o r d ly  m a n h a d  

d ie d . M o v e d  b y  th e  s o r r o w  o f  h is  r e la tiv e s , s h e  p r a y e d  a r d e n t ly  

f o r a lo n g  t im e f o r h is s o u l. T h e  la t te r a p p e a r e d to  h e r in  a  

d is f ig u r e d  f o r m , b la c k  a s  c o a l a n d  w ith  a n  e x p r e s s io n  o f  in te n s e  

p a in . O n e  c o u ld  n o t s e e th e  to r m e n to r , b u t i t w a s e v id e n t th a t  

h is  o ld  s in s , f o r w h ic h  h e  h a d  n o t d o n e  p e n a n c e , w e r e  p ie r c in g  

a n d  te a r in g  th o s e  p a r ts  o f  h is  b o d y  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  th e  in s t r u ­

m e n ts o f h is m is d e e d s . S t . G e r tr u d e  p r a y e d  m o r e  e a r n e s t ly  a n d  

im p lo r e d  J e s u s to  b e  m e r c i f u l to  th e  o f f e n d in g  s o u l. T h e  D i ­

v in e S a v io r s h o w e d H im s e lf w il lin g b u t a s k e d w h e th e r H e  

s h o u ld  f o r g iv e  a l l s in s  a n d  r e le a s e  th e  P o o r  S o u l f r o m  a l l p a in .  

S t . G e r t r u d e f e a r e d  th a t th is m ig h t n o t b e  in  a c c o rd  w ith  H is  

ju s t ic e . J e s u s r e p l ie d :

“ I t w o u ld  n o t b e  a g a in s t ju s t ic e  i f y o u  in te rc e d e d  c o n f id e n t ­

ly . W h ile  h e w a s d y in g  I f o r e s a w  y o u r p r a y e r a n d , th e re f o r e ,  

f i l le d  h im  w ith  h o ly  d e s i r e s s o  th a t h e  m ig h t e n jo y  th e  f ru i t s  

o f y o u r c h a r i ty .”

“ T h e n ,” s a id S t . G e r t ru d e , “ I e n tre a t T h e e , O  G o d , th e  

s o u r c e a n d  c a u s e o f o u r s a lv a t io n , to  c o m p le te th is w o r k  o f  

m e r c y  in  th e  m a n n e r p le a s in g  to  T h e e , f o r  T h y  g r a c e  h a s  g iv e n  

m e  c o m p le te  c o n f id e n c e .”

S c a r c e ly h a d  s h e u t te r e d  th e s e w o r d s w h e n  th e s o u l o f th e  

d e p a r te d  a p p e a r e d  in  h u m a n  f o r m , c le a n s e d  o f  th e  h id e o u s  b la c k  

c o lo r , b u t w ith  f le s h w h ic h , th o u g h  w h ite , s t i l l w a s s ta in e d .  

T h e  s o u l m a n if e s te d  g r e a t jo y  a n d a p p r e c ia t io n  f o r i t s d e ­

l iv e ra n c e f r o m  i t s te r r ib le  to r m e n ts . S t . G e r t r u d e r e a l iz e d  th a t  

th is s o u l s t il l n e e d e d  s y m p a th y  s o  th a t i t s s o i le d  f le s h m ig h t  

b e c o m e  s n o w  w h ite  a n d  w o r th y  o f  s e e in g  G o d .
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“ I t i s r e m a r k a b le , ’ ’ c o n t in u e s  th e  s a in t , “ th a t to  a t ta in  th is  

b le s s in g th is s o u l h a d  to  b e c le a n s e d  f r o m  th is r u s t th r o u g h  

b lo w s  w ith  i r o n  c lu b s . A s  th is  s o u l h a d  c o n t in u e d  a  lo n g  t im e  

in  h a b i tu a l s in , i t r e q u ir e d  g r e a t e f f o r t to  a t ta in  w h ite n e s s . I t  

w a s a s i f a p e r s o n  h a s b e e n e x p o s e d  in c e s s a n t ly f o r a w h o le  

y e a r to  th e  r a y s  o f  th e  s u n .”

S t . G e r t r u d e s a y s s h e m a r v e le d “ h o w  a s o u l c o u ld  b e s o  

jo y f u l in  th e  m id s t o f  s o  m u c h  p a in  a n d  d is c o m fo r t .”  S h e  w a s  

in f o r m e d  th a t a s o u l w h ic h , a f te r c o m m it t in g  m a n y  g r ie v o u s  

s in s , p a s s e s a w a y  in th e g r a c e o f G o d , c a n n o t a t ta in r e lie f  

th r o u g h  th e  o r d in a r y  in te r c e s s io n s  o f th e  C h u r c h . O n ly  w h e n  

i t h a s  b e e n  g r a d u a lly  c le a n s e d  th r o u g h  th e  m e r c y  o f G o d , w il l  

th e  o r d in a ry  p r a y e r s o f th e f a i th f u l b e e f f e c t iv e . O n ly  th e n  

w o r k s o f p e n a n c e , o f fe r e d  f o r i t w ith  th e  r ig h t in te n t io n , w il l  

e a s e  i t s  b u r d e n , p a r t ic u la r ly  i f th e y  a r e  in s p i r e d  b y  a r d e n t c h a r ­

i ty .

S t . G e r t r u d e a d d s th a t w h e n th e s o u l r e f e r r e d to  h a d r e ­

c e iv e d th is b le s s in g , i t r a is e d  i t s h a n d s to  G o d  a n d  e n tr e a te d  

H im , b y  th e  lo v e w h ic h  in d u c e d  H im  to  s u f f e r d e a th  o n  th e  

c r o s s , to  a s s is t in  th e i r t r ia ls  a l l th o s e  w h o  p r a y e d  f o r th e  P o o r  

S o u l . A n d  J e s u s , s a y s S t . G e r t ru d e , in d ic a te d  th a t H e g r a n te d  

th is r e q u e s t .

A n o th e r in s p i r in g  e x a m p le i s f o u n d  in  a b o o k  w r i t te n  b y  

B le s s e d  M e c h t ild  o f  H e lf e d a . A  g e n e r o u s  b e n e f a c to r  o f  h e r c o n ­

v e n t , C o u n t B u r k h a r d , h a d  d ie d in h is p r im e , a n d  M e c h t ild  

p r a y e d  f o r h im . O n  th e  s e c o n d  d a y  s h e s a w  h is s o u l ly in g  a t  

th e f e e t o f J e s u s , w e e p in g  b i t te r ly  b e c a u s e to w a r d  th e  e n d  o f  

l i f e i t h a d  m a d e  a c ts o f c o n tr i t io n  m o r e  f r o m  f e a r o f p u n is h ­

m e n t th a n  lo v e  o f G o d  a n d  n e v e r in  l i f e  h a d  s h e d  te a r s o f d i ­

v in e  c h a r i ty .

M o v e d  b y  th e  p o v e r ty  o f th is s o u l , M e c h t i ld  b e s o u g h t th e  

L o r d  to  g r a n t i t th e  f r u i t s o f H is o w n  in n o c e n t te a r s in  e x ­

p ia tio n . J e s u s c o m p l ie d a n d th e s o u l w a s g r e a t ly c o n s o le d .  
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D u r in g  M a s s  o n  th e  th i r tie th  d a y  M e c h t i ld  s a w  th is  s a m e  s o u l  

a t th e  a l te r a n d  h e a r d  i t s in g : “ I k n o w , O  L o r d , th a t w h e n  

T h o u  d o o m e d  m e  to  d e a th  i t w a s  f o r m y  s a lv a t io n  a n d  c o n s o l­

a t io n .”  M e c h t i ld  a s k e d : “ A r e  y o u  f r e e  o f  p a in ? ”  T h e  s o u l r e ­

p l ie d : “ I s u f fe r th is , th a t I c a n n o t s e e m y  G o d  a n d  y e t lo n g  

f o r th is  f a v o r  s o  a r d e n t ly  th a t th e  lo n g in g s  o f  a l l m e n  o n  e a r th  

f o r H im  a r e  a s n o th in g  in  c o m p a r is o n .

“ H o w  i s th a t? ”  a s k e d  B le s s e d  M e c h t i ld . “ M a n y  s a in ts  h a v e  

d e s i re d  G o d w ith  a n  in d e s c r ib a b le lo n g in g .” T h e  P o o r S o u l  

r e p l ie d : “ A s lo n g  a s m a n  c a r r ie s th e  b u r d e n o f h is b o d y  h is  

p h y s ic a l n e e d s a n d in te r c o u r s e w ith  h is f e l lo w m e n tu r n h is  

s o u l f r o m  G o d  a n d  p r e v e n t i t f r o m  h a v in g  th e  a r d e n t lo v e  f o r  

G o d  th a t in f la m e s  th e  s o u l f r e e d  f r o m  th e  f le s h  a n d  a l l i t s  h in ­

d r a n c e s .”

I n th e th i r d  m o n th  M e c h t i ld  a g a in  s a w  th is s o u l w ith  i t s  

g u a r d ia n  a n g e l a t i t s  r ig h t w h ile  a t i t s  le f t w a s  o n e  o f  th e  c h o ir  

o f h o ly  s p i r i t s  in to  w h o s e  r a n k s i t h a d  ju s t b e e n  r e c e iv e d .

N o w  a w o r d  a s  to  th e  s e c o n d  f e e l in g  e x p e r ie n c e d  b y  th e  s o u l  

o n  e n te r in g  P u r g a to r y . S t . C a th e r in e  c a l ls i t a n  e x c e s s o f jo y .  

W e h u m a n b e in g s c a n  s c a r e ly  im a g in e h o w  o n e  c a n b e g la d  

a m id  s e v e re  s u f fe r in g . A n d  y e t th e  l iv e s o f th e  s a in ts te a c h  u s  

th a t jo y  a n d  s o r r o w  m a y  d w e l l in  th e  s a m e h e a r t . J e s u s a n d  

M a r y  a lw a y s s u f f e r e d g r e a t ly , b u t th e y  n e v e r w e r e u n h a p p y .  

T h e  s o u ls in  P u r g a to r y lo v e w ith th e  p u r e s t o f m o tiv e s a n d  

r e a l iz e  th a t th e ir s u f f e r in g s  r e s u l t f r o m  H is  m e rc y . H e n c e , th e y  

g la d ly  a c c e p t th e m  a n d  r e jo ic e  in  s p i te  o f th e m . S t . C a th e r in e  

s a y s :

“ I f a P o o r S o u l w e r e  a d m it te d  to  th e  b e a t if ic  v is io n  b e f o r e  

i t w a s  c o m p le te ly  c le a n s e d , i t w o u ld  s u f f e r te n  t im e s  m o r e  th a n  

in  P u r g a to r y , f o r i t w o u ld  b e  u n a b le  to  b e a r th is  e x c e s s  o f  b e n ­

e v o le n c e .”

S t . C a th e r in e  b e l ie v e s th a t  o n ly  th e  s a in ts  in  h e a v e n  a r e  m o r e  

c o n te n t th a n  th e  P o o r S o u ls in  s p i te  o f th e ir f ie r y  to r m e n ts .
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I n  s o  f a r a s th e i r w il l i s c o n c e r n e d , th e y  a r e s o  w e ll s a t i s f ie d  

w ith  G o d ’s s a c re d  d e c r e e s th a t th e i r p a in s s c a r c e ly d e s e r v e th e  

n a m e . B u t th is r e s ig n a t io n in  th e i r u t te r h e lp le s s n e s s  d o e s n o t  

d im is h  th e i r f e e lin g  in  th e  le a s t . O n  th e  c o n tr a r y , th e i r lo v e ,  

w h ic h  i s th e  s o u r c e  o f th e ir p a t ie n c e , a u g m e n ts  th e ir s u f fe r in g s ,  

w h ic h  in c r e a s e w ith  th e  p e r f e c t io n  o f th e i r d e s i r e  f o r G o d .

T o  s u m  u p  th e s e  tw o  p o in ts : I n  v ie w  o f  i t s s u f fe r in g s  P u r ­

g a to ry  a p p e a r s a s a s o r t o f H e ll . F r o m  th e v ie w p o in t o f th e  

P o o r  S o u ls ’ c e r ta in ty  o f  s a lv a t io n , th e i r  im p e r tu r a b le  p e a c e  a m id  

b i t te r p a in a n d  th e i r in te n s e lo v e o f G o d , i t i s l ik e H e a v e n .  

N e v e r th e le s s , i t i s  te r r ib le , f o r  i t d e la y s  h u m a n  p e r f e c t io n  w h ic h  

c o n s is ts in  s e e in g  a n d  lo v in g  G o d  a n d  p r a is in g H im  f o r a l l  

e te r n i ty . A n d y e t in  c o m p a r is o n  to  e a r th  a n d  i t s d a n g e r s  a n d  

t r ia ls , i t i s m o r e to  b e d e s i r e d th a n  f e a re d , f o r i t s f la m e s a r e  

f la m e s  o f  lo v e , a n d  lo n g in g . W e  c a n  s u m  i t a l l u p  in  th e s e  s im ­

p le  w o r d s o f B le s s e d  C a th e r in e  E m m e r ic h :

“ I w a s in  P u r g a to r y  to n ig h t. I t w a s a s i f I w e r e b e in g  le d  

in to  a n  a b y s s , w h e r e I s a w  a la r g e  h a l l . I t i s to u c h in g  to  s e e  

th e  P o o r  S o u ls  s o  q u ie t a n d  s a d . Y e t th e ir f a c e s r e v e a l th a t th e y  

h a v e  jo y  in  th e i r h e a r ts , b e c a u s e  o f th e i r r e c o lle c tio n  o f G o d ’ s  

m e r c y . O n  a g lo r io u s th r o n e I s a w  th e  B le s s e d  V irg in , m o r e  

b e a u t i fu l th a n  I h a d  e v e r b e h e ld  h e r .”

B le s s e d C a th e r in e th e n  a d d s th is r e q u e s t to  th e c le r g y m a n  

to  w h o m  s h e to ld  o f h e r v is io n : ” 1 e n tr e a t y o u  w h e n  in th e  

c o n fe s s io n a l to  in s t ru c t p e o p le  to  p r a y  f o r th e  P o o r S o u ls in  

P u r g a to r y , f o r th e y c e r ta in ly  w il l p r a y  m u c h f o r u s o u t o f  

g r a t i tu d e . P r a y e r f o r th e s e  s o u ls i s v e r y  p le a s in g  to  G o d  b e ­

c a u s e  i t e n a b le s  th e m  to  s e e  H im  s o o n e r .”

H e r e w e m ig h t c i te f u r th e r r e v e la t io n s o f S t . G e r t r u d e c o n ­

c e rn in g  th e  tw o  n u n s  p r e v io u s ly  m e n t io n e d  b y  h e r . T h e y  w e r e  

s e r io u s ly  i l l a t th e  s a m e  t im e . O n e  s e e m e d  to  b e  s t ro n g e r  a n d  le s s  

in  n e e d  o f  c a re  b u t d ie d  f i r s t . S h e  h a d  d o n e  p e n a n c e  f o r h e r  s in s  

b y  h e r p a t ie n c e a n d  r e s ig n a t io n  in  G o d ’s w il l . T h e  o n ly  th in g  

2 5



f o r w h ic h  s h e  h a d  to  m a k e  a m e n d s w a s a n  o c c a s io n a l la c k  o f  

z e a l f o r C o n f e s s io n . A s h e r c o n s c ie n c e h a d  n o t u p r a id e d  h e r  

f o r a n y  s in , s h e h a d  n e g le c te d  to  o b ta in  f o r g iv e n e s s f o r h e r  

d a i ly  im p e r f e c t io n s a n d  p r e te n d e d  to  b e  a s le e p  w h e n  th e  c h a p ­

la in  c a m e  b y  s o  h e  w o u ld  n o t s p e a k  to  h e r . B e c a u s e  o f  h e r p a ­

t ie n c e in  h e r i l ln e s s , J e s u s w is h e d  to  c le a n s e  h e r o f th e s e  s ta in s  

b e f o re  h e r d e a th  a n d  in s p i re d  h e r w ith  a  lo n g in g  f o r a  c o n f e s s o r  

b u t a t th e  s a m e t im e d e p r iv e d  h e r o f s p e e c h a n d  g a v e h e r a  

h o ly f e a r o f G o d ’s ju d g m e n t b e c a u s e o f h e r n e g l ig e n c e . B y  

m e a n s  o f th is  c o n tr i te  f e a r H e  c o m p le te d  h e r p u r i f ic a tio n  a t th e  

m o m e n t o f  h e r d e a th .

W h e n  th e  o th e r s is te r h a d  d ie d  a m o n th  la te r s h e a p p e a r e d  

to  S t . G e r tr u d e . S h e w a s b e a u t i f u l ly a t ti r e d  in th e s p le n d o r  

o f  h e r in n o c e n c e , h e r  p u r i ty  o f  m o r a ls  a n d  h e r  z e a l in  o b s e r v in g  

th e  r u le s o f th e  o r d e r . N e v e r th e le s s , s h e  s e e m e d  to  la c k  s o m e ­

th in g . T h e  r e a s o n  w a s  th a t  s h e  h a d  d e l ig h te d  to o  m u c h  in  l i t t le  

p r e s e n ts a n d  v is i t s o f f r ie n d s w h ic h  w e r e n o t n e c e s s a ry w h ile  

h e r f e l lo w  r e l ig io u s  h a d  b e e n  o v e r lo o k e d . S t . G e r t r u d e  s a w  h e r  

s ta n d in g  b e f o r e  th e  g a te  o f  th e  g lo r y  o f  G o d , w h o  w a s  a m ia b le  

to w a r d  h e r b e y o n d  h u m a n  u n d e r ts a n d in g ; b u t s h e s e e m e d  to  

f a in t b e c a u s e  s h e  c o u ld  n o t a p p r o a c h  H im , a n d  h e r d r e s s s e e m e d  

to  c a tc h  o n  n a i ls . T h is  p u n is h m e n t w a s th e  r e s u lt o f h e r in ­

o r d in a te  d e l ig h t in  h u m a n  c o n s o la t io n . F o r a t im e th e P o o r  

S o u l a p p e a r e d u n a b le  to  m o v e . E v e n w h e n  s h e w a s f re e d  o f  

th is  h in d r a n c e  to  h e r h a p p in e s s , G o d  s t i l l r e fu s e d  to  c r o w n  h e r .  

H e  e x p la in e d  th e  d e la y  to  S t . G e r t r u d e : “ S h e  i s n o t b e in g  to r ­

tu r e d b u t jo y f u l ly e x p e c ts th e c o m p le t io n  o f h e r h a p p in e s s .  

S h e  i s  l ik e  a  y o u n g  g ir l w h o  o n  th e  e v e n in g  b e fo re  a  f e a s t lo n g s  

f o r th e  n e x t m o r n in g w h e n  s h e w il l d o n  th e  s p le n d id  a t t i r e  

w h ic h  s h e  n o w  s e e s in  th e  h a n d s o f  h e r m o th e r .”

B le s s e d  M e c h t ild  te l l s h o w  o n  A ll S o u ls  D a y  th e  L o r d  le d  

h e r in to  a b e a u tf u l g a r d e n n e a r H e a v e n . T h e r e w a s a la r g e  

n u m b e r o f s o u ls a m o n g  w h o m  H e d is t r ib u te d  a l l p r a y e r s a n d  
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g o o d  w o r k s w h ic h  th e  C h u r c h  o f f e re d  o n  th is d a y . W h e n  th e  

r e s p o n s e to  th e  N in th  L e s s o n w a s s u n g , M e c h t i ld  a s k e d w h y  

th is s h o u ld  c a u s e  s o  m u c h  jo y  to  th e s e s o u ls . A t G o d ’s c o m ­

m a n d  th e i r  h e a r ts  w e r e  o p e n e d  a n d  M e c h t ild  s a w  in  e a c h  o n e  a  

la r g e w o r m  w h ic h g n a w e d  a n d  p u n is h e d  th e m  w ith o u t c e a s ­

in g . M o v e d  to  im m e d ia te p i ty , s h e p r a y e d  m o s t f e r v e n tly  f o r  

th e m . T h e r e u p o n  th e  w o r m s  d ie d  a n d  th e  r e le a s e d  s o u ls  h u r r ie d  

jo y f u l ly to H e a v e n . T h e L o r d th e n s h o w e d P u r g a to r y to  

M e c h t i ld , w h o b e h e ld v a r io u s p u n is h m e n ts . H o w e v e r , w h e n  

s h e im p lo r e d  J e s u s f o r th e  P o o r S o u ls th e y  w e r e im m e d ia te ly  

f r e e  a n d  f le w  to  th e  g a r d e n  w h e n c e  th e  o th e r s h a d  ju s t e n te re d  

H e a v e n .

T h is  m ild e r v ie w  o f P u r g a to r y  i s e v id e n t ly  in s p i re d  b y  te n ­

d e r lo v e  o f G o d , a n  e x tra o r d in a r y  f e a r o f o f f e n d in g  H im  a n d  

a n  e a g e r n e s s to  c h a m p io n  H is c a u s e e v e r y w h e r e . T h e  in c id e n t  

in  th e r e v e la tio n  o f S t . G e r t r u d e w h ic h r e p r e s e n ts a s o u l a s  

a v o id in g  th e  g la n c e  o f J e s u s a n d  v o lu n ta r ily  r e m a in in g  in  th e  

p la c e o f p u r g a tio n , e x p r e s s e s th e  c h a r a c te r o f th is m ild e r v ie w  

o f P u r g a to r y . T h r o u g h o u t i t s p a in fu l im p r is o n m e n t , th e  s o u l  

s u f fe r s  f r o m  lo v e  o f G o d , f r o m  z e a l f o r H is  h o n o r , f r o m  d e e p  

s o r r o w  f o r  h a v in g  d is p le a s e d  H im ; b u t g r e a te r th a n  i t s lo n g in g  

f o r b l is s i s th e  c o n s o la t io n th a t n o w  a t le a s t i t i s c o m p le te ly  

f u l f i l l in g  th e  w il l o f  G o d .
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C O M P A R I S O N  O F  T W O  V I E W S

W h e n  w e  c o m p a re  th e  s e v e r e a n d  m ild  v ie w s o f P u r g a to r y  

w e f in d  th a t th e y  a g re e  in  th is th a t th e  d u r a t io n  a n d  in te n s i ty  

o f i t s p a in s  e x c e e d  th e  p o w e r s o f o u r im a g in a t io n . T h e s e to r ­

m e n ts a r e in te n s e  b e c a u s e  o f th e  s u b je c t , th e  d is e m b o d ie d  s o u l,  

a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  G o d 's  p u r p o s e , th e  c le a n s in g  o f  th e  s o u l f r o m  th e  

t in ie s t t r a c e  o f  g u i l t .

M a rin a o f E s c o b a r b e h e ld in M a rc h , 1 6 1 7 , a P o o r S o u l  

in  s u c h  te r r ib le  s u f f e r in g  th a t s h e  w e p t w ith  c o m p a s s io n . A f te r  

s h e h a d  o f f e re d  u p  n in e H o ly  C o m m u n io n s  th e  s o u l w a s r e ­

m o v e d f r o m  th e f la m e s . H o w e v e r , i t w a s n o t a d m itte d in to  

H e a v e n  b u t f o r a  lo n g  t im e  " h a d  to  w a n d e r a b o u t in  p a in  o u t ­

s id e , n o w  h e r e , n o w  th e r e , a f te r th e m a n n e r o f a s ic k b ir d  

f lu t te r in g  a r o u n d .”

I n  th e  l i f e  o f S is te r M a r y  D io n y s ia , w h o  d ie d  in 1 6 5 3 , w e  

r e a d th a t n in e y e a r s b e f o re h e r d e a th , o n th e F e a s t o f O u r  

L a d y  o f th e  A n g e ls , th e  L o r d  le d  h e r a f te r H o ly  C o m m u n io n  

to  th e  b o r d e r o f  P u r g a to r y . H e  s h o w e d  h e r  th e  s o u l o f  a  m ig h ty  

lo r d  w h o  h a d  b e e n  k i l le d  in  a d u e l b u t w h o  h a d  r e c e iv e d  th e  

g r a c e  o f  m a k in g  a n  a c t o f  c o n tr i t io n  b e f o r e  h is  la s t b r e a th . G o d  

c o m m a n d e d  S is te r D io n y s ia to  p r a y  e s p e c ia l ly  f o r h im . I m m e ­

d ia te ly  s h e b e h e ld th e s o u l a n d u n d e r s to o d th a t p e r h a p s i t  

w o u ld  h a v e to  d o  p e n a n c e t i l l th e  L a s t J u d g m e n t . I n  s p i r i t  

s h e  s a w  th e  e n t ir e  p a s t l i f e  o f th e  lo r d , h o w  h e  h a d  f o l lo w e d  

th e  s p i r i t o f  th e  w o r ld  a n d  o f  th e  f le s h  a n d  c a re d  l i t t le  f o r h is  

P o o r S o u l . H is p i t if u l s ta te  a r o u s e d  h e r c o m p a s s io n , b u t s h e  

m a r v e lle d  e v e n  m o r e  a n d  w a s m o s t g r a te f u l th a t d iv in e  g r a c e  

h a d  s a v e d  th is  s o u l in  th e  m id s t o f a n  a c t w h ic h  m e ri te d  H e ll .

1  h e r e f o r e , s h e d e v o te d th e r e s t o f h e r l i f e , n in e y e a r s a n d  
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th r e e  m o n th s , to  e x p ia t io n  f o r th is  P o o r  S o u l a n d  e v e n  o f f e r e d  

h e r o w n  l i f e to  g iv e  i t r e l ie f f r o m  i t s s u f f e r in g . A s h e r c a s e  i s  

s o r e m a r k a b le , w e m u s t a ls o  n o te  h e r e x p la n a t io n . T h is a n d  

h e r p e n a n c e s  f o r th e  P o o r S o u l w e r e r e c o r d e d  b y  h e r s u p e r io r .  

A s  s h e  f a i le d  p h y s ic a l ly  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r w o r r y  a n d  s u f f e r in g , h e r  

s u p e r io r r e m o n s t r a te d  w ith  h e r . S h e  r e p l ie d  th a t s h e  w a s  m o v e d  

le s s b y  th e  p i t if u l c o n d i t io n  o f th e  P o o r S o u l o f th e  w o r d ly  

lo r d  th a n  b y  th e  m a r v e lo u s  g r a c e  w h ic h  e f f e c te d  i t s s a lv a t io n .  

S h e  c o n s id e r e d  i t a  s ig n  o f  th e  in f in i te  lo v e  a n d  b e n e v o le n c e  o f  

G o d . T h e  a c t b y  w h ic h  th e  lo r d  d ie d  d e s e rv e d  e te r n a l d a m n a ­

t io n . T h e re  w a s n o  th o u g h t o r p r a y e r o n  h is p a r t to  in i t ia te  

g r a c e . B u t , th a n k s to  th e  c o n s o l in g  c o m m u n io n  o f s a in ts , h e  

p a r tic ip a te d  in  th e  p r a y e rs  r e c i te d  f o r  h im . H e  h a d  n o t lo s t th e  

f a i th .

T h e r e fo r e , s h e  s a y s , h e  r e s e m b le d  d r y  w o o d  th a t e a s i ly  ta k e s  

f i re . T h e  s p a r k  o f d iv in e  g r a c e to u c h e d  h is s o u l, a n d  im m e d i ­

a te ly  th e  f i r e  o f  lo v e  f la r e d  u p  in  th e  s a v in g  a c t o f c o n tr i t io n .  

G o d  h a d  e m p lo y e d th e  n a tu r a l h u m a n  in s t in c t o f c a l l in g  o n  

th e  C r e a to r w h e n  in  d a n g e r , a n d  th u s in s p i re d  h im  w ith  th e  

th o u g h t o f ta k in g  r e f u g e  to  g r a c e . T h is  i s m o r e  p o w e r f u l th a n  

w e  c a n  im a g in e . W e  c a n  n o t w in k  a n  e y e  a s  q u ic k ly  a s i t w o r k s  

in  th e  s o u l. T h is  i s  a n  i l lu s t r a t io n  o f  h o w  w o n d e r f u l ly  th e  h u ­

m a n  s o u l i s c r e a te d  in  th e  l ik e n e s s o f G o d . W ith  th e  r a p id i ty  

o f l ig h tn in g , g r a c e  o v e r p o w e r e d  S a u l a n d  c o n q u e re d  h is h e a r t .  

I n  h is e x tr e m ity , th e  m a n  w h o  w a s s t r ic k e n  in  a d u e l in s t in c ­

t iv e ly  c a l le d o n  G o d  a n d  g a in e d  c o n s c io u s n e s s f o r a m o m e n t  

to  r e a c t to  G o d ’s g r a c e . I n  th a t m o m e n t h e  b e c a m e t r u ly  c o n ­

t r i te  a n d  th u s w a s a b le to  m a k e  a n  a c t o f p e r fe c t c o n tr i t io n  

b e f o r e h is d e a th . T h u s h e f o u n d  s a lv a t io n w h e r e th o u s a n d s  

a n d  th o u s a n d s  g o  to  p e r d it io n . S is te r D io n y s ia  a d d s :

“ A n d  s in c e  th e  d e v i l i s  a  d e v i l , h e  p r o b a b ly  n e v e r w a s m o r e  

s o r e ly  d is a p p o in te d  th a n  w h e n  h e lo s t th is p re y . F o r h e  w a s  

ig n o r a n t o f  th e  in n e r - m o s t s e n t im e n t  o f  h is  v ic t im  in  th o s e  f e w  
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s e c o n d s  o f  g r a c e w h ic h  d iv in e  b e n e v o le n c e  g r a n te d  h im  a f te r  h e  

w a s  m o r ta l ly  w o u n d e d .”

S is te r D io n y s ia  h a d  th e  ta s k  o f  g iv in g  h e r l i f e  f o r th e  r e le a s e  

o f th is P o o r S o u l . H e r c o r p o r a l a n d  m e n ta l s u f fe r in g s  a r e  in ­

d e s c r ib a b le . F in a l ly , G o d  s h o w e d  h e r th e  to r m e n te d  s o u l o v e r  

th e f ie r y  a b y s s a n d  a s s u re d  h e r th a t i t w o u ld  b e f r e e d f r o m  

P u r g a to r y  s o m e t im e b e f o re  th e  L a s t D a y . S is te r M a r y n o w  

r e q u e s te d a n o th e r p io u s n u n  to  p r a y  w ith  h e r , a n d  in t im e  

o th e r s w e r e in d u c e d  to  o f fe r M a s s e s a n d  g o o d  w o r k s f o r h e r  

in te n t io n . F in a l ly , S is te r M a r y  o f f e re d  a l l h e r s u f f e r in g s , p r a y ­

e r s , M a s s e s , C o m m u n io n s  a n d  in d u lg e n c e s a n d  e v e n h e r l i f e  

f o r th e  l ib e r a t io n  o f  th e  P o o r S o u l . H e r s a c r if ic e  w a s a c c e p te d .  

S h o r t ly b e f o re h e r d e a th  s h e a n n o u n c e d  th a t i t w o u ld  ta k e  

m a n y  y e a r s o f p r a y e r a n d  s a c r i f ic e s to  r e le a s e th e  p o o r lo r d ’ s  

s o u l. H o w e v e r , w h e n  d e a th  f in a l ly  c r o w n e d  h e r h e r o ic  s a c r if ic e  

o f  n in e  y e a r s  o f  p e n a n c e  a n d  p a in , th e  P o o r  S o u l w a s  f re e d .
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D U R A T IO N  O F  S U F F E R I N G

S o  m u c h f o r th e in te n s i ty  o f th e s e to r m e n ts . A s to  th e ir  

d u r a t io n , S is te r M a r y  r e m a r k s th a t t im e  i s m e a s u r e d  d if fe r e n tly  

in  th e  o th e r l i f e th a n  o n  e a r th . Y e a r s o f s o r r o w , p o v e r ty  a n d  

s ic k n e s s in  th is w o r ld  a r e n o t to  b e  c o m p a r e d w ith  o n e  h o u r  

in  P u r g a to r y . W e  a r e g r e a t ly  f a v o r e d  w h e n  d iv in e  m e r c y  p e r ­

m its  u s  to  e x e r t e v e n  s o m e  in f lu e n c e  o n  th e  P o o r  S o u ls ( F a b e r ,  

p . 3 1 6 ) . W e  a r e  to ld  th a t  th e r e  a r e  f o u r  r e a s o n s  w h y  th e s e  s o u ls  

r e m a in  m u c h  lo n g e r in  th e  p la c e o f p u r g a t io n  th a n  m e n  g e n ­

e r a l ly  a s s u m e :

F ir s t , th e in c o n c e iv a b le p u r i ty w h ic h th e y r e q u ir e b e f o r e  

th e y  m a y  a p p e a r b e f o r e H im  w h o  i s s a n c t i ty  i t s e l f . S e c o n d ly ,  

o u r  in n u m e r a b le  v e n ia l s in s  a n d  f a u l ts  a n d  o u r  la c k  o f  p e n a n c e  

f o r m o r ta l s in s . T h ir d ly , th e  u t te r in a b i li ty  o f  P o o r S o u ls , to  

h e lp  th e m s e lv e s . F o u r th ly , th e la x i ty  o f m o s t C h r is t ia n s in  

p r a y in g  a n d  o f f e r in g g o o d  w o r k s f o r th e P o o r S o u ls , a s w e  

f o r g e t th e  d e a d  a lm o s t a s s o o n , a s w e  n o  lo n g e r s e e th e m , a l ­

th o u g h  t r u e  lo v e  f o l lo w s  th e m  th r o u g h  th e  f la m e s  o f  P u r g a to r y  

to  th e  g a te s  o f p a r a d is e ( F a b e r , p . 3 1 3 ) .

T h e  lo n g  d u r a t io n  o f P u r g a to r y  c a n  b e  u n d e r s to o d  in  tw o  

w a y s — a s r e a l d u r a t io n  a n d  a s a p p a r e n t le n g th  o f t im e  b e c a u s e  

o f  th e  e x c e s s iv e  s o r r o w . C o n c e r n in g  th e  f o r m e r w e  k n o w  f r o m  

th e l i f e o f M a rin a o f E s c o b a r “ th a t s o m e s o u ls m u s t l in g e r  

2 0  y e a r s : o th e r , 4 0  a n d  5 0  a n d  m o r e  y e a r s . O n e  s o u l in f o r m e d  

h e r th a t i t h a d  b e e n  c o n d e m n e d to  s u c h w e a r is o m e p a in  th a t  

i t w a s te r r ib le  to  m e r e ly  le a r n  o f i t ; b u t i t h a d  b e e n  s h o r te n e d  

b y  v ir tu e  o f  h e r  e n tre a tie s  a n d  th o s e  o f  o th e rs .”

I n  th e  l i f e  o f  S is te r  F r a n c e s  o f th e  B le s s e d  S a c r a m e n t w e  r e a d  

th a t m a n y  s o u ls h a d  s u f fe r e d  f o r d e c a d e s in  P u r g a to r y b e f o re  
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th e y  w e r e  e v e n  p e r m itte d  to  a p p e a r to  h e r o r to  g iv e m e s s a g e s  

to  o th e rs . S h e b e h e ld  p io u s C a r m e l i te s w h o , a f te r th i r ty  a n d  

e v e n  s ix ty  y e a r s  in  P u r g a to r y , s t i l l w e r e  f a r  f r o m  b e in g  r e le a s e d .  

A  p io u s b is h o p  h a d  b e e n  in  P u r g a to r y  f o r 5 9  y e a r s b e c a u s e  o f  

s o m e n e g lig e n c e  in  h is o f f ic e , b e f o re  h e a p p e a r e d to  S is te r  

F r a n c e s . A  p r ie s t w a s d e ta in e d  4 0  y e a r s b e c a u s e  s o m e  p e rs o n s  

w h o  w e r e  i l l h a d  d ie d  w ith o u t th e  s a c ra m e n ts  a s a  r e s u l t o f  h is  

c a r e le s s n e s s . A  n o b le m a n h a d  to  s u f fe r 6 4  y e a r s to  e x p ia te a  

f o n d n e s s  f o r  p la y in g  f o r m o n e y .

B le s s e d  C a th e r in e E m m e r ic h  w a s n o te d  f o r h e r p r a y e r s f o r  

th e  P o o r S o u ls . S h e  h a d  d e a l in g s w ith  m a n y  s o u ls w h o  h a d  

b e e n  o n  e a r th  in  h e r y o u th  a n d  w h o m  s h e  a n d  o th e r s  h a d  c o n ­

s id e re d p io u s . T h e y  h a d  lo n g  s in c e b e e n f o r g o t te n  a n d h a d  

o n ly  n o w  o b ta in e d  p e r m is s io n to  a p p e a r to  h e r a n d  r e q u e s t  

h e r in te r c e s s io n . O n  o n e  o c c a s io n  s h e  o b ta in e d  th e  r e le a s e o f a  

p r ie s t w h o  h a d  s u f f e r e d  f o r y e a r s b e c a u s e  o f  h is in c lin a tio n  f o r  

je s t in g . A m o n g  o th e r s w h o  a s k e d  f o r h e r p r a y e r s w a s th e  s o u l  

o f a C a th o l ic lo r d  o f B r a n d e n b u r g  a n d  th e s o u l o f a p io u s  

A u s tr ia n  e m p e r o r w h o  h a d  b e e n  in  P u r g a to r y  f o r d e c a d e s . S h e  

w r ite s  :

" T h e y  p le a d e d  f o r p r o m o t io n  to  a  h ig h e r r a n k  s o  th a t th e y  

m ig h t in f lu e n c e  th e i r s u c c e s s o r s o n  e a r th .”

S h e  n o te s  th a t a n  a n g e l f o ld e d  h e r h a n d s  in  p r a y e r . I f th e y  

s a n k  f r o m  f a t ig u e  th e  a n g e l l i f te d  th e m  u p , s a y in g : “ Y o u  m u s t  

p r a y  lo n g e r ."  S h e  r e c o r d e d  th is  v is io n  o n  S e p t . 2 4 , 1 8 2 0 :

" M y  m o th e r le d  m e  to  th e  s o jo u rn  o f  m a n y  s o u ls  a n d  I  c a m e  

to  a  h i l l o u t o f  w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  a  s p i r i t , r e d  a s  c o p p e r  a n d  d r a g ­

g in g  a c h a in . H e  h a d  b e e n  h e r e  a lo n g  t im e  a n d  w a s w ith o u t  

a n y  a id , a s n o  o n e  r e m e m b e r e d  h im  a n d  p r a y e d  f o r h im . H e  

s p o k e  o n ly  a f e w  w o r d s , b u t I le a r n e d  h is e n t i r e  h is to r y . A t  

th e  t im e  o f  a n  E n g l is h  k in g  w h o  w a s  a t w a r w ith  F r a n c e , th is  

m a n  w a s  c o m m a n d e r - in - c h ie f a n d  p e r p e t ra te d  a l l s o r ts  o f  c r u e l­

t ie s . H e  h a d  b e e n  p o o r ly  t r a in e d , a n d  h is m o th e r s e e m e d  to  b e  
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r e s p o n s ib le f o r th is . H o w e v e r , h e h a d  a s e c r e t r e s p e c t f o r  

M o th e r M a ry . H e d e s t r o y e d  a l l s a c re d p ic tu r e s . O n  p a s s in g  a  

s ta tu e  o f  th e  B le s s e d  V irg in , h e  w a s  a b o u t to  w r e c k  i t w h e n  h e  

w a s o v e r c o m e  b y  e m o t io n  a n d  d e s is te d . T h e r e u p o n  h e  b e c a m e  

i l l w ith  a  h ig h  f e v e r a n d  d e s i re d  to  p r a y  b u t g r e w  u n c o n s c io u s .  

H o w e v e r , h e d ie d  p e n i te n t a n d  th u s e s c a p e d d a m n a t io n . H e  

c o u ld  r e c e iv e  h e lp  b u t n o  o n e  th o u g h t o f h im . H e  s a id  th a t o f ­

f e r in g  u p  o f  M a s s e s w o u ld  b e  e s p e c ia l ly  h e lp f u l a n d  th a t n o th ­

in g  e ls e  w o u ld  s o  h a s te n  h is  r e le a s e . I a lw a y s  b e h e ld  h im  b a r k e d  

a t a n d  to r n  b y  d o g s  b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  to r tu r e d  p e o p le . F r e q u e n t ­

ly  h e  la y  in  d if f e r e n t p o s i t io n s , s o m e tim e s r e s e m b l in g  a  b lo c k ,  

w h ile  b o i l in g  b lo o d  w a s  p o u r e d  th r o u g h  h im  a n d  r a n  th r o u g h  

h is  v e in s . H e  s a id  th a t th e  h o p e  o f  d e l iv e r a n c e  w a s  m o s t r e f r e s h ­

in g  to  h im . W h e n  h e  h a d  f in is h e d  s p e a k in g , h e  s a n k  b a c k  in to  

th e  h i l l , a n d  th e  p la c e w h e r e h e h a d  s to o d  w a s c o v e re d w ith  

f la m in g  g r a s s . T h is  w a s th e  th i r d  t im e  h e  a p p e a r e d  to  m e .”

T h r e e  d a y s la te r B le s s e d  C a th e r in e  s a w  th is s o u l a g a in  a n d  

w a s  g iv e n  to  u n d e rs ta n d  h o w , in  th e  in f in i te  m e r c y  a n d  ju s t ic e  

o f  G o d , n o th in g  g o o d  in  h im  w a s lo s t . S h e  s a w  th e  g o o d  a n d  

e v i l t r a it s  o f f o r b e a r s  e f f e c t iv e in  th e ir c h i ld re n  w o r k in g , w itf  

th e i r c o n s e n t , to  th e i r w e lfa r e  o r m is fo r tu n e . S h e  s a w  h o w  th e  

P o o r  S o u ls  r e c e iv e d  a s s is ta n c e  in  a m a r v e lo u s  m a n n e r f r o m  th e  

t r e a s u r e s  o f th e  C h u r c h  a n d  th e  lo v e  o f h e r c h i ld r e n  a n d  h o w  

a l l th is  w a s “ t r u ly  a  s u b s t i tu tio n  f o r , a n d  c o m p le t io n  o f , th e i r  

d e f e c ts .”

T h e s e  e x a m p le s  c o u ld  b e g r e a t ly  in c r e a s e d . B u t th e y  s u f f ic e  

to  e x c i te  o u r c o m p a s s io n  f o r th e  P o o r S o u ls  a n d  to  c o u n te r a c t  

th e g r a v e  e r ro r o f im a g in in g  th a t th e  d e p a r te d  a r e in  H e a v e n  

b e c a u s e  o f  th e i r g o o d  q u a l i t ie s . I t i s u n ju s t to  th e m  a n d  to  u s  

to  c o n c lu d e  f r o m  a f a ls e lo v e  th a t th e y  a r e  n o  lo n g e r in  p a in ,  

f o r  th u s  th e y  b e c o m e  th e  p o o r e s t a n d  m o s t a b a n d o n e d .

I t w a s a n  a l to g e th e r d if f e r e n t s p i r it w h ic h  a r r a n g e d  f o u n ­

d a t io n s f o r w e e k ly  o r a n n u a l M a s s e s f o r c e n tu r ie s  f o r th e  d e ­
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c e a s e d , o r f o r v a r io u s w o r k s o f c h a r i ty  o n  th e  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  

d e p a r te d  r e la t iv e s . T h e  C h u r c h  h a s e x p l ic i t ly  r e je c te d  th e  c o n ­

te n t io n  th a t a n a n n iv e r s a r y  f o u n d a t io n i s n o t e f f e c t iv e a f te r  

1 0  y e a r s , a s i f n o  s o u l w o u ld  h a v e  to  s u f f e r lo n g e r .

I t i s s a id  e r ro n e o u s ly  th a t th e  d u r a t io n  o f P u r g a to r y  s e e m s  

lo n g  to  s o m e P o o r S o u ls b e c a u s e o f in te n s e to r m e n ts b u t i s  

r e a l ly  s h o r t a c c o rd in g  to  o u r w a y  o f m e a s u r in g  t im e . M a rin a  

o f E s c o b a r s a w  th e  s o u l o f a b e n e f a c to r im m e d ia te ly  a f te r h is  

d e a th s u r r o u n d e d b y f la m e s a n d v e r y s a d b e c a u s e th e p a in  

la s te d  s o  lo n g . H o w e v e r , a f te r s h e  o f f e r e d  u p  H o ly  C o m m u n ­

io n , th is  s o u l w a s a d m it te d  a t o n c e  in to  H e a v e n . S im ila r ly  S t .  

F r a n c is  H ie ro n y m u s  c i te s m a n y  e x a m p le s o f s o u ls w h o  a p p e a r ­

e d  to  th e  s a in t a f e w  h o u r s  a f te r th e i r d e a th  a n d  b e l ie v e d th a t  

th e y  h a d  b e e n  in  P u r g a to r y  f o r m a n y  y e a rs .

B u t th e r e a r e n u m e r o u s r e v e la t io n s w h ic h  a t te s t th e lo n g  

d u r a t io n  o f s u f f e r in g  in  P u r g a to r y .

T h e  s e c o n d  p o in t in  w h ic h  b o th  v ie w s o f P u r g a to r y  c o in ­

c id e i s th a t th o s e f a u l ts w h ic h w e c o n s id e r t r i f l in g  o n  e a r th  

a r e  s e v e r e ly  p u n is h e d . S is te r M a r in a  s a w  a  s o u l s u f fe r  th r e e  d a y s  

b e c a u s e , in  a d d i tio n  to  o th e r  f a i l in g s , i t h a d  a n  in o r d in a te  lo n g ­

in g  f o r l i f e . S is te r M a r in a  o f f e re d  u p  n in e  H o ly  C o m m u n io n s  

f o r i t s d e l iv e r a n c e  a n d  a l r e a d y  o n  th e  th i r d  d a y  a t H o ly  M a s s  

th e s o u l w a s r e le a s e d . T h e n  c a m e a n g e ls  —  s o m e o f w h o m  

b r o u g h t th e  d e c e a s e d  l i t t le  s o n  o f th e  m a n  to  g r e e t h im — a n d  

to o k  h is s o u l to  H e a v e n .

O n  a n o th e r o c c a s io n  S is te r M a r in a  b e h e ld  th e  s u p e r io r o f a  

r e lig io u s  c o m m u n i ty  w h o  s u f f e r e d  f o r m a n y  d a y s w ith  a f ie r y  

r in g  a b o u t h is f o o t b e c a u s e  h e w a s g u i l ty  o f v e n ia l s in s . S h e  

g a in e d  a n  in d u lg e n c e f o r h im  a n d  h e  w a s f re e d . A  v e r y  p io u s  

p r ie s t , w h o  h a d  b e e n  c o n f e s s o r f o r m a n y  y e a r s a n d  f o r w h o m  

m a n y  r e l ig io u s  h a d  o f f e r e d  p r a y e rs , a p p e a r e d v e r y  s a d  a n d  e x ­

h a u s te d .
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“ G o o d  J e s u s ,” s h e e x c la im e d , “ i s th is th a t s a m e p r ie s t? I  

th o u g h t h e  h a d  b e e n  in  H e a v e n  a  lo n g  t im e .”

I t w a s r e v e a le d  to  h e r th a t h e  w a s s u f fe r in g  f o r c e r ta in  d e ­

f e c ts a n d  th a t s h e w o u ld  p r a y  f o r h im  a n d  u r g e  o th e r s to  d o  

l ik e w is e . S o m e d a y s a f te r w a r d  h e a t ta in e d  to  th e  b e a t i f ic v is ­

io n . S h e  a d d s :

“ W o u ld  to  G o d  th a t w e  w o u ld  g u a r d  a g a in s t s m a ll d e f e c ts . 

F o r b e s id e s e x a c t in g p e n a n c e in  P u r g a to r y , th e y a r e s te p s to  

im p o r ta n t th in g s  a n d  c o o l o u r  lo v e  f o r  G o d . N o n e  o f  th e s e  d e ­

f e c ts i s s o  t r i f l in g  th a t , i f n o t r e s is te d ,  i t w il l n o t  w e a k e n  o u r

a b i li ty  to  p r a c t ic e v ir tu e .”

T h e n  w e a r e to ld  o f a m o n k  w h o  h a d  to  d o  p e n a n c e  f o r

f iv e y e a r s b e c a u s e  h e  r e f u s e d  to  s to o p  to  p ic k  u p  lo s t a r t ic le s .

A n o th e r  m o n k  s u f fe r e d 1 5 y e a r s b e c a u s e  h e  d id  n o t h a v e  s u f ­

f ic ie n t d e s i re  to  b e h o ld  th e  B le s s e d  T r in i ty . A  p r e a c h e r w a s  4 0  

d a y s in  P u r g a to r y  f o r h a v in g  ta k e n  to o  m u c h d e l ig h t in  h is  

e le g a n t s ty le . T h e  s is te r o f S t . P e te r D a m ia n  s u f f e r e d 1 8 d a y s  

b e c a u s e  s h e h a d  ta k e n  to o  m u c h  p le a s u r e in  a p le a s a n t s o n g .  

T h e  s is te r o f  S t . C a th e r in e  o f  S ie n a w a s g r e a t ly  to r m e n te d  b e ­

c a u s e  s h e  w a s f o n d  o f f in e  a t t i r e . S t . V ita l ia  h a d  to  e n te r  P u r ­

g a to ry  b e c a u s e s h e d e v o te d  to o  m u c h  c a re to  h e r b o d y  o n  a  

F r id a y , a n d  a n o th e r s a in t b e c a u s e  h e  a s s o c ia te d  c lo s e ly  w ith  a  

h e r e tic . S is te r F r a n c e s o f  th e  B le s s e d  S a c r a m e n t te l l s  o f  a  g ir l o f  

1 4 y e a r s b e in g  in  P u r g a to r y  b e c a u s e  s h e w a s n o t e n t i r e ly  r e ­

s ig n e d  to  th e w il l o f G o d  in  d y in g  s o  y o u n g . S is te r F r a n c e s  

b e h e ld  s o u ls w h o  s u f f e r e d  u n u s u a l ly  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a d  b e e n  e x ­

c e s s iv e ly  s c r u p u lo u s . O n e  o f  th e m  s a id  to  h e r : “ O h , m e n  th in k  

l i t t le in  l i f e o f h o w  s e v e r e ly th e y  m u s t d o  p e n a n c e h e r e f o r  

f a u l ts w h ic h  th e y  s c a r e ly  n o t ic e ,” ( F a b e r , p . 2 9 7 ) . B e l la r m in e  

s a y s :

“ U n le s s  G o d  i s v e r y  m e r c i f u l to  th e m , s c a rc e ly  a n y  ju s t p e r ­

s o n s  e s c a p e th e  g r e a t p a in  o f  P u r g a to r y , a n d  e n te r H e a v e n  im ­

m e d ia te ly  a f te r  d e a th ” ( B o o k  4 , c o n tr . 2 ) .
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I n  th e  a u to b io g r a p h y  o f S t . T e re s a  w e  r e a d : “ T h o u g h  th e  

L o r d  r e v e a le d  to  m e  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  m a n y  s o u ls , I d o  n o t  k n o w  

w h e th e r a n y  o f th o s e  I s a w  e s c a p e d  P u r g a to r y  e x c e p t tw o  r e ­

l ig io u s p r ie s ts .”

E v e ry th in g  th a t m a n  th in k s , s p e a k s  a n d  d o e s ,”  s a y s  B le s s e d  

C a th e r in e  E m m e r ic h , “ h a s  in  i t s o m e th in g  l iv in g  th a t c o n t in u e s  

to  w o r k  f o r g o o d  o r e v i l . H e  w h o  h a s d o n e  e v i l m u s t h a s te n  

to  w ip e o u t h is g u i l t th r o u g h  c o n tr i t io n  a n d  c o n f e s s io n . .  

O th e rw is e h e c a n p r e v e n t o n ly  w ith  d if f ic u l ty o r n o t a t a l l  

th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  e v i l in  i t s  e n t ir e  d e v e lo p m e n t . I t a lw a y s  w a s  

s h o w n  to  m e  th a t g u i l t f o r  w h ic h  n o  p e n a n c e  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  h a s  

in c a lc u la b le  c o n s e q u e n c e s .

" W h e n n e a r th e r e m a in s o f s o m e d e p a r te d  in c e m e te r ie s I  

h a d  th e  f e e l in g  o f l ig h t a n d  o v e r f lo w in g  b le s s in g . N e a r o th e r s  

I e x p e r ie n c e d  d if fe r e n t d e g r e e s  o f  p o v e r ty  a n d  f e l t a n  a p p e a l f o r  

h e lp  th r o u g h  p r a y e r , f a s t in g  a n d  a lm s . H o w e v e r , a t m a n y  g r a v e s  

I w a s f i l le d  w ith  f e a r . I f I h a d  to  p r a y  a t n ig h t in  a  c e m e te r y  

I e x p e r ie n c e d  a t  s u c h  g r a v e s  a  d e e p e r  d a r k n e s s  th a n  th a t o f  n ig h t  

. . . S o m e t im e s I s a w  s o m e th in g  l ik e  b la c k  v a p o r r i s in g  f r o m  

s u c h  g r a v e s , s o m e th in g  th a t m a d e  m e  s h u d d e r . A t t im e s w h e n  

m y  d e s ir e to  h e lp  u r g e d  m e  to  p e n e tra te in to  th is d a r k n e s s , I  

f e l t m y  a s s is ta n c e  w a s r e je c te d . T h e  l iv in g  c o n v ic t io n  o f G o d ’ s  

a l l h o ly  ju s t ic e  w a s l ik e  a n  a n g e l th a t le d  m e  f r o m  th e  h o r r o rs  

o f  s u c h  a g r a v e . O v e r o th e r g r a v e s I s a w  l ig h te r o r d a r k e r  c o l ­

u m n s  o f  s h a d o w , a n d  o n  s t i l l o th e rs , c o lu m n s  o f  l ig h t o f  v a r y ­

in g  p o w e r .

" O n  m a n y  g r a v e s  I  s a w  n o th in g ,  a  c i r c u m s ta n c e  th a t s a d d e n ­

e d  m e  m o s t . I b e c a m e  c o n v in c e d  th a t th e  l ig h te r o r  d a r k e r r a y s  

f r o m  th e  g r a v e s w e re  e x p re s s io n s o f th e  P o o r  S o u ls c o n c e r n in g  

th e d e g r e e o f th e ir n e e d , a n d  th a t th o s e w h o  w e r e u n a b le  to  

g iv e  a n y  in d ic a t io n  w e r e w ith o u t h e lp  in  P u r g a to r y ; th a t n o  

o n e  th o u g h t o f th e m , a n d  th a t th e y  w e r e  o n  th e  lo w e s t p la n e  

o f a b i l i ty  to  c o m m u n ic a te w ith  th e  b o d y  o f th e  C h u r c h . I f I  
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la y  p r a y in g  o n  s u c h  g r a v e s  I o f te n  h e a r d  a la b o r io u s  d u l l v o ic e  

s ig h in g  f r o m  th e  d e p th s : 'H e lp  m e  to  c o m e  o u t , ’ a n d  I f e l t th e  

f e a r o f a n  e n t i r e ly  h e lp le s s p e r s o n . I a lw a y s p r a y e d  m o r e  a r ­

d e n t ly  a n d  lo n g e r f o r th e f o r g o t te n a n d  h e lp le s s o n e s th a n  

f o r o th e rs , a n d  g r a d u a lly  I n o t ic e d  o v e r th e s e  s i le n t to m b s  g r e y  

s h a d o w s r i s in g  th a t b e c a m e  l ig h te r a f te r c o n t in u e d  p r a y e r .

“ I t w a s r e v e a le d  to  m e th a t th e  g r a v e s  o v e r w h ic h  I b e h e ld  

l ig h te r  o r  d a r k e r  s h a d o w s  w e r e  th o s e  o f  P o o r S o u ls  w h ic h  w e r e  

n o t e n t i r e ly  b o u n d  a n d  w h ic h , th r o u g h  th e  d e g r e e o f th e i r  

c le a n s in g  p a in  o r th r o u g h  th e  h e lp  a n d  p r a y e r s  o f l iv in g  

f r ie n d s , h a d  a t ta in e d  to  a m o r e  o r le s s c o n s o lin g  r e la t io n  w ith  

th e m il i ta n t C h u r c h  o n  e a r th . T h e y  h a v e th e a b i l i ty  to  g iv e  

s ig n s  a n d  a r e  p r o g r e s s in g  to w a r d  l ig h t a n d  b l is s . T h e y  e n tre a t  

u s b e c a u s e  th e y  c a n  n o t h e lp  th e m s e lv e s , a n d  w h a t w e d o  f o r  

th e m  th e y  p r e s e n t f o r u s to  th e  L o r d  J e s u s . T h e y  a lw a y s  a p ­

p e a r to  m e  l ik e  p o o r p r is o n e r s w h o  s t i l l a r e  a b le  to  a r o u s e  th e  

c o m p a s s io n  o f th e i r f e l lo w m e n  th r o u g h  a c r y , a n  e n tre a ty  f o r  

a n  o u ts t re tc h e d  h a n d .

“ D u r in g  m y  l i f e G o d  o f te n  g r a n te d  m e th e  g r a c e  o f s e e in g  

m a n y  s o u ls a s c e n d  f r o m  P u r g a to r y  in to  H e a v e n  w ith  g r e a t r e ­

jo ic in g . O h , h o w  g r a te f u l th e s e d e a r P o o r S o u ls w e r e to  m e !  

O h , i f o n ly  a l l m e n w o u ld  d e s ir e to  s h a re th is  jo y  w ith  m e !  

W h a t a n  e x c e s s o f g r a c e s th e re  i s o n  e a r th , a n d  h o w  th e y  a r e  

f o r g o t te n  a n d  w a s te d  w h ile  th e  P o o r S o u ls s ig h  s o  m u c h  f o r  

th e m ! I n  th e i r v a r io u s p la c e s w ith  d if f e r e n t to r m e n ts  th e y  a r e  

f i l le d  w ith  a n x ie ty  a n d  lo n g in g , p in in g  f o r h e lp  a n d  d e l iv e r ­

a n c e . N o  m a tte r  h o w  g r e a t th e i r n e e d , th e y  n e v e r th e le s s , p r a is e  

th e  L o r d  a n d  S a v io r . E v e ry th in g  w e  d o  f o r  th e m  c a u s e s  in f in i te  

p le a s u r e .”

W e  h a v e  q u o te d  B le s s e d  C a th e r in e  E m m e r ic h  a t le n g th  b e ­

c a u s e  h e r r e v e la t io n  i s m o r e  in s tr u c tiv e  th a n  a lo n g  t r e a t i s e  o n  

P u r g a to r y .
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H E L P L E S S N E S S  O F  P O O R  S O U L S

A n o th e r p o in t o n  w h ic h  th e  m ild  a n d  s t r ic t v ie w  o f P u r g a ­

to r y  c o in c id e  i s th e  u t te r  h e lp e s s n e s s  o f  th e  P o o r  S o u ls  a n d  th e i r  

b o u n d le s s  g r a t i tu d e . T h e y  d e p e n d  e n t i r e ly  o n  o u r  c h a r i ty . T h e y  

c a n  d o  n o  p e n a n c e , w in  n o  m e r i t , o f f e r  n o  s a ti s fa c tio n , g a in  n o  

in d u lg e n c e , r e c e iv e  n o  s a c r a m e n t a n d  a r e  b e y o n d  th e  ju d g m e n t  

o f th e  v ic a r o f C h r is t , w h o  d is p o s e s o f s u c h  a v a s t t r e a s u r e  o f  

g r a c e s  a n d  m e a n s  o f  s a lv a t io n . T h e ir  g r e a t h e lp e s s n e s s  i s in te n ­

s i f ie d b y  th e f o r g e tf u ln e s s o f th e l iv in g , o r , a s F a th e r F a b e r  

te l l s u s , th r o u g h  th e  c r u e l f la tte r y  o f r e la t iv e s  w h o  in s is t th a t  

th o s e  w h o  w e r e  n e a r  th e m  in  l i f e  d ie d  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  ju s t,  a n d  

h a v e lo n g  s in c e a t ta in e d  to  th e  b e a t i f ic  v is io n . O f h o w  m a n y  

M a s s e s a n d  p r a y e rs , o f h o w  m u c h  h e lp  a n d  c o n s o la t io n , th e y  

th e r e b y  d e p r iv e th e P o o r S o u ls o f th o s e to  w h o m  th e y  o w e  

e v e r y th in g !

E s p e c ia l ly r ic h in  th is r e s p e c t w a s th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f a  c o n ­

te m p o ra r y  o f S t . T e re s a , B le s s e d  F r a n c e s c a , w h o  d ie d  in  P a m -  

p e lu n a  in 1 6 2 9 . F r o m  h e r f a th e r s h e h a d  in h e r i te d  a h e a r t f e l t  

p i ty  f o r th e  P o o r  S o u ls , a n d  th is  c o m p a s s io n  w a s in c re a s e d  b y  

a p p e a ra n c e s  o f  h e r m o th e r  a n d  d e c e a s e d  s is te r s  w h o  m a d e  p i t if u l  

a p p e a ls to  h e r . G o d  p e r m it te d  th e  P o o r S o u ls to  le a r n  o f h e r  

s y m p a th y  f o r th e m .

D a y  a n d  n ig h t th e y  c a m e  to  h e r— la rg e ly  b e c a u s e  o f h e r e x ­

p ia to r y  p r a y e r s a n d  s u f fe r in g — to  r e c e iv e  c o n s o la t io n . D e c e a s e d  

p e r s o n s o f a l l w a lk s in  l i f e , c le rg y m e n  a n d  la y  p e r s o n s ; th o s e  

w h o  h a d  b e e n  z e a lo u s  in  l i f e  a n d  th e  n e g l ig e n t ; th o s e  w h o  h a d  

d ie d  w e ll a n d  o th e r s  w h o  h a d  n o t b e e n  w e ll p r e p a r e d — a l l c a m e  

to  h e r in  h e r c e l l , to ld  o f th e i r n e e d  a n d  b e g g e d  f o r a s s is ta n c e . 

O f te n  th e y  a p p e a r e d  in  f ie r y  f o r m s ; f r e q u e n t ly  w ith  b la c k  b o d ie s  

3 8



o r  o n ly  s o m e  m e m b e r s  b la c k ; a t t im e s  in  te r r ib le  s h a p e s  r e s e m b ­

l in g  m o r e  w ild  a n im a ls  th a n  h u m a n  b e in g s .

A s  F r a n c e s c a  o f te n  b e c a m e  u n c o n s c io u s f r o m  te r r o r , th e y  b e ­

g a n  to  s h o w  th e m s e lv e s  a s  f lo a t in g  s h a d o w s  u n t i l s h e  w a s  a c c u s ­

to m e d  to  th e i r a p p e a ra n c e . T h e y  d if f e r e d  a c c o r d in g  to  s ig n s in ­

d ic a tin g  th e i r f o r m e r  v o c a t io n  o r a v o c a tio n  a n d  th e i r r e s p e c tiv e  

g u i l t . T h u s  a n o ta ry  c a m e  w ith  a  p e n  a n d  w r i tin g  m a te r ia l ; a  

lo c k s m ith  w ith  g lo w in g  h a m m e r ; a d r u n k a rd  w ith  f ie r y  c u p ;  

a  v a in  w o m a n  in  r a g s . I f  F r a n c e s c a  w a s  in  th e  c h o ir , th e y  w a ite d  

f o r  h e r  a t th e  H o ly  w a te r  f o n t a n d  a c c o m p a n ie d  h e r to  h e r c e ll .  

I f  s h e  w a s  w ith  h e r  f e l lo w  s is te r s  o r  a t r e c re a t io n , th e y  c a m e  a n d  

s ig n a l le d  h e r . E s p e c ia l ly  la r g e  w a s  th e  th r o n g  o n  th e  n ig h t  o f  A ll  

S o u ls D a y . S o m e  w h o  h a d  b e e n  r e le a s e d  c a m e  to  th a n k  h e r . I f  

s h e  w a s  s le e p in g  th e y  w a ite d  a t h e r  b e d  u n t i l s h e  a w o k e . N e v e r ­

th e le s s , s h e c o u ld  n o t th r o w  o f f h e r f e a r a n d  a lw a y s b e c a m e  

s a d  a t s u n d o w n .

M a n y  P o o r S o u ls g a v e  h e r in s t r u c t io n s f o r l iv in g  r e la t iv e s , 

b u t w h e n  th is  c a u s e d  e m b a r r a s s m e n t f o r th e  c o n v e n t , h e r  s u p e r ­

io r s f o rb a d e  h e r to  p a s s o n  s u c h  in s tr u c t io n s . I n  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  

th e  s o u ls  c o m p la in e d  v e r y  m u c h  b u t  p r a is e d  th e  s is te r ’s  o b e d ie n c e .  

S o m e  s o u ls  b r o u g h t  h e r  n e w s  o f  o th e r  P o o r  S o u ls  w h o  w e r e  n o t  

a l lo w e d  to  c o m e .

H e r t r ia ls  a n d  s u f fe r in g  w ith  th e m  w e r e  in te n s e . S h e  d id  h e r  

u tm o s t to  a s s is t th e m , p r a y e d  in c e s s a n t ly  f o r th e m , o f f e re d  u p  

H o ly  C o m m u n io n ,  h a d  p r ie s ts  r e a d  M a s s e s  f o r  th e m , f a s te d  m o s t  

o f  th e  t im e  o n  b r e a d  a n d  w a te r , s c o u r g e d  h e r s e l f f o r h o u r s  a n d  

o f f e r e d  to  G o d  a l l h e r  s u f fe r in g s , h e r  s le e p , h e r  te r r o r , h e r w o r k ,  

h e r  m is e r y  a n d  e v e ry  a c tiv i ty . T h e n  s h e  w o u ld  r e m o n s t r a te  w ith  

th e m  s a y in g : “ O  d e a r , s is te r , s o m e d a y  I w il l h a v e  to  s u f fe r  

m a n y  y e a r s in  P u r g a to r y , f o r I h a v e  g iv e n  y o u  e v e r y th in g  a n d  

k e p t n o th in g f o r m y s e lf .” B u t th e y w o u ld c o n s o le h e r b y  

p r o m is in g  th e ir g r a t itu d e  a n d  a id  in  r e tu rn .

I n  th e  l i f e  o f  M a rin a  o f  E s c o b a r w e  r e a d  th a t w h ile  s h e  w a s  
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p r a y in g  f o r a r e la tiv e th e  L o r d  s h o w e d  h e r th is s o u l , “ in  th e  

m id s t o f f la m e s  o n  a b u r n in g  p y r e .” M a k in g  th e  s ig n  o f th e  

c r o s s , s h e  e n te re d  th e  f la m e s a n d  d r e w  o u t th e  P o o r  S o u l . I m ­

m e d ia te ly  s h e  s a w  tw o  o th e r  s o u ls  w h ic h  w ith  f o ld e d  h a n d s , a s k ­

e d  h e r to  ta k e  p i ty  o n  th e m , a s th e y  h a d  b e e n  tw o  o f h e r s e r v ­

a n ts . S h e  p r a y e d  a r d e n t ly  f o r th e m  a n d  im m e d ia te ly  th e  th r e e  

s o u ls , s in g in g  p r a is e s , w e r e  le d  b y  th e ir a n g e ls  in to  H e a v e n .

" T h e y  tu r n e d  b a c k ,”  s h e  r e la te s , “ to  th a n k  m e  f o r  th e  f a v o r .  

T h e r e w a s s u c h  g r e a t r e jo ic in g  a m o n g  th e  a n g e ls w h e n th e s e  

s o u ls  e n te r e d H e a v e n th a t I a s k e d  th e  r e a s o n , a n d  th e  a n s w e r  

w a s th a t th e y  h a d  s u f f e r e d  a  lo n g  t im e .”

T o  th e  f o r e g o in g  th r e e  p o in ts  c o m m o n  to  b o th  v ie w s  o f  P u r ­

g a to r y , w e m a y  a d d  f o u r th a t a r e w e ll f o u n d e d  a c c o rd in g to  

C a th o l ic  te a c h in g .

T h e  f i r s t c o n s id e r a tio n  i s  th a t  P u r g a to r y  d o e s  n o t s ig n i f y  o n e  

a n d  th e  s a m e  p la c e  o f  d e te n t io n . M a n y  v is io n s  o f  m y s t ic s  in d i ­

c a te  v a r io u s  p la c e s  w h e r e  th e  P o o r  S o u ls a r e  p u r g e d . S is te r M a r ­

in a  w a s  le d  b y  a n g e ls  to  a  s t re a m  w h e r e  s h e  s a w  f o u r b o y s  w a d ­

in g  in  th e  s a n d  a n d  t r y in g  in  v a in  to  e n te r  th e  w a te r . F o u r  o th e r  

s o u ls w e r e s a d  a n d  s h iv e r e d  w ith  c o ld , w h ile f a r th e r o n f o u r  

o th e r s  s to o d  in  th e  w a te r to  th e ir b r e a s ts  a n d  t r e m b le d . I t w a s  

r e v e a le d  to  h e r b y  G o d  “ th a t th e s e  w e r e  s o u ls w h ic h  m u s t e n ­

d u r e  th e ir  p u n is h m e n t o u ts id e  o f  P u r g a to r y .”

O th e r r e v e la t io n s te l l o f s o u ls w h ic h  m u s t a w a it th e ir p u r i ­

f ic a t io n  in  th e  a i r , o r a t th e i r g r a v e s , o r n e a r a l ta r s w h e r e  th e  

B le s s e d  S a c r a m e n t i s r e s e r v e d , o r in th e r o o m s o f th o s e w h o  

p r a y  f o r th e m , o r a m id  th e  s c e n e s o f th e i r f o r m e r  v a n i ty  a n d  

f r iv o l i ty .

B le s s e d C a th e r in e E m m e r ic h r e la te s : “ T h e  P o o r S o u ls a r e  

n o t p u n is h e d  in  th e  s a m e  p la c e . I f in d  th e s e  p la c e s  v a r y  g r e a t ly .  

T h e  s o u ls m u s t t r a v e l f r o m  p la c e  to  p la c e , o v e r d if f ic u l t r o a d s  

w h ic h  I t r a v e rs e  p r a y in g  f o r th e  s o u ls . I n  d o in g  s o , I r e m in d  

th e  s a in ts  w h o  a c c o m p a n y  m e  o f  th e ir  s u f fe r in g s  a n d  o f fe r  th e m  
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u p  in  u n io n  w ith  th o s e  o f  J e s u s  f o r th e  P o o r  S o u ls . T h e  p la c e s  

o f  th e  s o u ls  v a r y  a c c o r d in g  to  th e i r  c o n d i t io n — g a r d e n s , a  w o r ld  

o f  d if f e r e n t k in d s  o f  d is fa v o r , p r iv a t io n , p a in , a n x ie ty , f e a r , e tc .  

I n  m a n y  p la c e s  th e  s o u ls  a r e  c r o w d e d  to g e th e r  a n d  th e r e  i s  g r e a t  

f e a r . S o m e  a r e  d o w n  d e e p e r  a n d  a p p e a r d a r k e r ; o th e r s  a r e  h ig h e r  

a n d  l ig h te r . T h o s e  w h o  w e r e  to g e th e r  o n  e a r th  a r e  in  th e  s a m e  

p la c e  o n ly  i f  th e y  r e q u ir e  c le a n s in g  in  th e  s a m e  d e g r e e . I n  s o m e  

p la c e s e v i l s p i r i t s to r m e n t , te r r i fy  a n d  p u n is h  th e  s o u ls . T h e s e  

a r e th e  m o s t h o r r ib le  p la c e s a n d  o n e  w o u ld  m is ta k e th e m  f o r  

H e ll i f th e  u n u t te r a b le a n d  to u c h in g  p a t ie n c e  o f th e  s o u ls d id  

n o t p r o v e  th e  c o n tr a r y .

" W o r d s f a i l to  e x p r e s s  th e  jo y  a n d  c o n s o la t io n  f e l t b y  th e  

r e m a in in g  s o u ls w h e n  o th e r s a r e r e le a s e d . W h e n  th is o c c u r r e d  

I s a w  s o u ls  a s c e n d  f r o m  lo w e r  to  a  h ig h e r  p la n e . M a n y  h a v e  th e  

c o n s o la t io n  o f  b e in g  a b le  to  m o v e  a b o u t . T h e y  a r e  p r iv i le g e d  i f  

th e y  c a n  a p p e a r to  u s , to  b e g  f o r h e lp  a n d  p r a y e rs . I a ls o  s a w  

p la c e s w h e r e  s o u ls  w h ic h  w e r e  d e c la re d  h o ly  a t th e ir d e p a r tu r e  

f r o m  e a r th  b u t h a d  n o t c o m p le te d  th e i r s a n c t ity , w e r e  p u r i f ie d .  

W h e n M a s s e s w e r e o f f e re d  f o r c e r ta in s o u ls , I s a w  d a r k  a n d  

f o r s a k e n  s o u ls  c r o w d  to w a r d  th e  a l ta r . T h e y  s p o k e  l ik e  h u n g r y  

p e r s o n s : 'W e  h a v e  n o t b e e n  f e d  f o r a  lo n g  t im e ’ . A b o l i t io n  o f  

f o u n d a t io n s f o r M a s s e s f o r P o o r  S o u ls i s a n  in d e s c r ib a b le c r u ­

e l ty  a n d  th e f t p r a c tic e d  o n  th e  p o o r e s t o f  th e  p o o r .”

T h e  s e c o n d  o f  th e  f o u r  a d d i t io n a l p o in ts  i s  th a t th e  p u r i fy in g  

o f th e  P o o r S o u ls  a n d  th e ir c a p a c i ty  f o r c o n s o la t io n  i s in  p r o ­

p o r t io n  to  e x p ia t io n  m a d e  in  l i f e . A ll d e p e n d s  o n  th e  d is p o s i t io n  

o f  h e a r t , a n d  G o d  s a v e s  a l l m e n  w h o  h a v e  e v e n  a  s p a rk  o f  g o o d  

w il l. T h o s e  w h o  a r e  e s p e c ia l ly  c o n tr i te , c o n f e s s  s in c e r e ly  a n d  p a s s  

a w a y  w ith  s t ro n g  c o n f id e n c e  in  th e  m e r i ts o f J e s u s  C h r is t a r e  

m u c h  m o r e  a b le  to  m a k e  a to n e m e n t a n d  to  d e r iv e  a id  f r o m  th e  

c o m m u n io n  o f s a in ts  th a n  th o s e  w h o  d ie d  lu k e w a r m , a c c e p te d  

n o  a d m o n i t io n  b e c a u s e  o f  s e lf  lo v e , h a d  n o  lo v e  f o r  p e n a n c e  a n d  

w e r e  s e lf c e n te r e d  e v e n  i f th e y  h a d  n o t c o m m itte d  s e r io u s s in s .
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I f to  th is c o n d i t io n  th e re  a r e  a d d e d m o r ta l s in s f o r w h ic h  

th e r e  w a s  s c a rc e ly  a n y  c o n tr i t io n  o r  i f  im p o r ta n t r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  

w e r e  n e g le c te d  b e c a u s e  o f s e l f lo v e , th e n  th is  c i r c u m s ta n c e w il l  

d e te rm in e  n o t o n ly  th e  d e g r e e  o f  p a in  b u t a ls o  th e  h e lp  r e c e iv e d  

f r o m  th e  C h u r c h  a n d  g o o d  C h r is t ia n s . S u c h  p e r s o n s m u s t m a k e  

g r e a t a m e n d s b e f o r e b e in g  e l ig ib le f o r m u c h  a s s is ta n c e . T h e  

m e r i ts o f th e  s a in ts  a n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  th o s e  o f  th e  b i t te r p a s s io n  

a n d  d e a th  o f  C h r is t , w h e n  o f f e r e d  f o r th e m  to  G o d , w il l m a k e  

th e m  m o r e a n d m o r e r e c e p t iv e f o r th e g r a c e o f d e l iv e ra n c e .  

B le s s e d  C a th e r in e  E m m e r ic h  s a y s :

‘O n e  c a n  n o t g e t a  c le a r e r  p ic tu r e  o f  th e i r  c o n d i t io n  th a n  b y  

im a g in in g  o n  e a r th  p e r f e c t p e n a l a n d  r e f o rm  in s t i tu t io n s  w h ic h  

a r e  e n t i r e ly  a d a p te d  to  th e  d e f e c ts  to  th o s e  b e in g  p u n is h e d  a n d  

m a k in g  a to n e m e n t. I f w e  p r e s c in d  f r o m  th e  p h y s ic a l s e p a r a tio n  

o f  m e n  a n d  th e  f a c t th a t o n e  m a y  a c t in  a n d  f o r th e  o th e r s  w e  

h a v e  a  p ic tu re  o f  e x p ia t io n  a n d  r e d e m p t io n .”

B le s s e d  C a th e r in e  te l l s  h o w  o n  o n e  o c c a s io n  s h e  “ w a s  d r a w n  

to w a r d  P o o r  S o u ls  w ith o u t b e in g  a b le  to  r e a c h  th e m  . . . T h e r e  

w a s a m o th e r w ith  tw o  c h i ld r e n . S h e w a s d o w n  d e e p  a n d  I  

c o u ld  n o t g o  n e a r h e r . S h e  s p o k e  in  d e e p  a n d  d u l l to n e s w h ic h  

w e r e  d if f ic u l t to  u n d e r s ta n d . T h e  c h i ld r e n  w e r e  in  a n o th e r c i r ­

c le  a n d  I c o u ld  a p p r o a c h  th e m . O n e  o f th e m  s e e m e d  to  b e  o n  a  

v is i t . I f I t r ie d  to  a p p r o a c h  th e  m o th e r , i t s e e m e d  a s i f I w e r e  

to o  h e a v y  a n d  s a n k . T h o u g h  I t r ie d  v a r io u s  m e a n s  a n d  o f f e r e d  

p r a y e r s a n d  s o r ro w s f o r h e r I c o u ld  n o t a t ta in  to  h e r . I s a w  a  

d a r k  v a s t e m p ir e , a  w o r ld  o f  f o g  w ith  m a n y  c i r c le s .

“ T h e  c o n d i t io n , p r iv a t io n s  a n d  p a in s  o f  th e  s o u ls n e c e s s a r i ly  

r e s u l t f r o m  th e i r  im p e r f e c t io n s a n d  w r o n g  d o in g  o n  e a r th . O n e  

c a n  n o t a p p r o a c h  th e s e  s o u ls e x c e p t th r o u g h  g r a c e , m e d ia tio n ,  

p r a y e r , g o o d  w o r k s  a n d  m e r i ts  o f  th e  s a in ts , s o m e  f r u i t o f  s o m e  

g o o d  t r a i t  in  th e  l i f e  a n d  b e in g  o f  th e s e  s o u ls . . .  I m a d e  m a n y  

a t te m p ts to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  s o u l o f th e  m o th e r a n d  to  a s s is t h e r  

a n d  th e  c h i ld re n , b u t w h e n  I th o u g h t I h a d  r a is e d  th e m , th e r e  
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a lw a y s w a s a n o th e r h in d r a n c e . F in a lly , I in d u c e d  S t . M a ry  

M a r c u s to  a c c o m p a n y  m e  a n d  th r o u g h  h e r m e r i ts I c o u ld  a p ­

p r o a c h  c lo s e r .”

I n  P u r g a to r y , s a y s  B le s s e d  C a th e r in e  f u r th e r , ‘ ‘o n e  s e e s  l ig h te r  

a n d  d a r k e r f ig u re s w ith  c o u n te n a n c e s e m a c ia te d  a n d  s o r r o w f u l 

b u t p a t ie n t . I t i s im p o s s ib le  to  d e s c r ib e h o w  to u c h in g  i s th e i r  

s ig h t . N o th in g  i s s o  c o n s o l in g  a s to  s e e th e ir p a t ie n c e a n d  to  

n o te  h o w  o n e  r e jo ic e s a t a n o th e r ’s r e le a s e  a n d  d e p lo r e s  th e  s u f ­

f e r in g  o f  th e  o th e r s  o r  o f  a  n e w  a r r iv a l . I  a ls o  s a w  c h i ld r e n . T h e  

r e la t io n  o f th e s e  s o u ls to  e a r th  i s  s o  te n d e r th a t th e  m e re  d e s i r e  

a n d  lo n g in g  to  a s s is t th e m  e f f e c ts  g r e a t  r e l ie f . W h a t a  b e n e f a c to r  

i s h e  w h o  c o n t in u a l ly  d e n ie s h im s e lf f o r th e m  a n d  c o n s ta n tly  

s e e k s d e l iv e r a n c e ! ”
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N U M B E R  O F  P O O R  S O U L S

T h e  th i r d  p o in t o f s im i la r i ty  c o n c e r n s th e  n u m b e r o f th e  

P o o r  S o u ls . F a th e r  F a b e r , w h o  c o n te n d s th a t  p r o b a b ly  th e  s u f ­

f e r in g C h u r c h in P u r g a to r y  i s f a r la r g e r th a n th e m il ita n t  

C h u r c h , s e e m s  to  v o ic e  th e  v ie w s  o f m o s t o f  th e  s a in ts  o n  th is  

q u e s t io n . S is te r  M a rin a  m a r v e lle d  a t  h e r  p r iv ile g e  in  b e in g  a b le  to  

r e le a s e  f o u r P o o r  S o u ls a f te r  e a c h  H o ly  C o m m u n io n . H o w e v e r ,  

O u r  L o r d  s a id  to  h e r : “ B e  n o t  a s to n is h e d  b u t  b e a r  in  m in d  th a t  

a l l th o s e  w h o m  y o u  m a y  r e le a s e  a r e  in  c o m p a r is o n  to  th o s e  r e ­

m a in in g  in  P u r g a to r y  l ik e  a  d r o p  o f  w a te r to  a  m ig h ty  s t re a m .

T h e  f o u r th  p o in t i s th e  m y s te r io u s  lo n g in g  o f  J e s u s f o r th e  

l ib e ra t io n  o f th e  P o o r S o u ls . W h e n  th e  s a v io r w a s o n  e a r th ,  

H e w e p t o n  s e v e r a l o c c a s io n s . W e  k n o w  o f  a t le a s t th r e e  d e f ­

in i te  in s ta n c e s : A t th e  g r a v e  o f  L a z a r u s , a t th e  s ig h t o f  J e r u s a ­

le m  a n d  in  H is  a g o n y . I t m u s t h a v e  b e e n  to u c h in g  b e y o n d  h u ­

m a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  to  s e e  H is  s a c r e d  c o u n te n a n c e  b a th e d  in  te a r s .  

A n d  y e t th e  p e o p le  w h o s e m is f o r tu n e m o v e d  H im  s o  d e e p ly , 

w e r e  s in f u l p e r s o n s , in  th e  la s t tw o  in s ta n c e s , H is to r m e n to r s .  

H o w  g r e a t th e n  m u s t b e  H is  c o m p a s s io n  f o r th e  P o o r  S o u ls  in  

P u r g a to r y , s o u ls c o n f i r m e d  in  H is lo v e  a n d  g r a c e ! A n d  y e t H e  

m u s t le t th e m  p in e  a w a y  in  th e  g r e a te s t to r m e n ts f o r w e e k s ,  

m o n th s , y e a rs  a n d  e v e n  d e c a d e s . H o w  e a g e r  H e  m u s t b e  to  f in d  

th o s e  w h o  w il l m e d ia te  b e tw e e n  H is ju s t ic e  a n d  H is m e rc y  f o r  

th e s e  b e lo v e d  s o u ls ! F o r  th is  p u r p o s e  H e  h a s  p u t  a t o u r  d is p o s a l  

a l l H is m e r i ts o f  e x p ia t io n . W e  m a y  a p p ly  H is  p r e c io u s b lo o d  

l ik e  w a te r to  q u e n c h  th e i r f la m e s . W e  c a n  d is p o s e  o f  H is  h o ly  

s a c r i f ic e  a n d  e v e n  r e c o m m e n d  to  H im  th e  s o u ls  th a t a r e  to  b e n ­

e f i t f r o m  i t . I f  w e  p r a y  a n d  o f f e r  s a c r if ic e s f o r th e  P o o r  S o u ls ,  

a n d  m e d ia te  f o r th e m , p a y in g  th e ir d e b t th r o u g h  a lm s , f a s t in g  
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a n d  g o o d  w o r k s , h o w  J e s u s  m u s t r e jo ic e  o v e r  s u c h  lo v in g  r e t r i ­

b u t io n ! H e  w il l n o te  a l l th e s e  th in g s  in  th e  b o o k  o f H is  o m n i ­

s c ie n c e  a n d  r e q u ite  th e m  w ith  h ig h  in te r e s t !

W h a t th o u g h ts , th e n , w h a t f e e l in g s , w h a t lo v e s h o u ld  in ­

s p ir e  u s  w h e n , l ik e  c h o ir s  o f  e a r th ly  a n g e ls , w e  lo o k  d o w n  o n  th e  

q u ie t , v a s t a n d  s in le s s  e m p ire  o f  s u f f e r in g  s o u ls  a n d , a s  i t w e r e ,  

w ith  th e  h a n d s  o f  J e s u s  p o u r  o u t  th e  h e a l in g  b a lm  o f  H is  b lo o d .

N o  o n e  c a n  e n te r f a r  in to  th is  f ie ld  o f  th o u g h t w ith o u t f in d ­

in g h u n d r e d s o f s p r in g s o f lo v e a n d r e f r e s h m e n t w h ic h a r e  

c o v e r e d  b y  o n ly  a th in  la y e r f o r th e th o u g h t le s s w o r ld b u t  

w h ic h b r e a k  f o r th  w ith  s t ro n g  s t r e a m s a s s o o n a s o n e  s e e k s  

th e m . A n o th e r e x a m p le  o f th e  o ld  s a y in g : ‘ ‘T h e re  i s a n  a b u n ­

d a n c e  o f  ju s t ic e  a n d  g o o d n e s s  in  th e  w o r ld . O n e  m u s t o n ly  h a v e  

th e  g if t a n d  th e  w il l to  u n d e r s ta n d  i t , to  s e e k  i t in te l l ig e n t ly  

a n d  to  r e c e iv e i t g r a te fu l ly .”
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B E L IE F  A M O N G  J E W S

A lr e a d y  in  th e  O ld  L a w  w e  f in d  w id e s p re a d  a m o n g  th e  p e o p le  

th e  b e l ie f th a t th e  l iv in g  c a n  a n d  s h o u ld  a s s is t th e  d e a d . C le a r  

p r o o f o f th is i s th e  f a m o u s p a s s a g e  in  th e  s e c o n d  b o o k  o f th e  

M a c h a b e e s  ( c h a p . 1 2 , v . 3 9 - - 4 6 ) . J u d a s  M a c h a b e u s h a d  f o u g h t  

a  b lo o d y  b a t t le  w ith  th e  g o v e r n o r  o f  I d u m e a  a n d  lo s t m a n y  o f  

h is m e n . O n  th e  f o l lo w in g  d a y  w h e n  h is s o ld ie r s  p r e p a r e d  to  

b u r y  th e i r f a lle n  c o m r a d e s th e y  f o u n d  “ u n d e r th e  c o a ts o f th e  

s la in  s o m e  o f  th e  d o n a r ie s  o f  th e  id o ls  o f  M a n ia , w h ic h  th e  la w  

f o r b id d e th to  th e  J e w s : s o  th a t a l l p la in ly  s a w  th a t f o r th is  

c a u s e  th e y  w e r e  s la in  . . . A n d  s o  b e ta k in g  th e m s e lv e s  to  p r a y e r  

th e y  b e s o u g h t H im  ( G o d ) th a t th e  s in w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  c o m ­

m it te d  m ig h t b e  f o r g o t te n .”  J u d a s  m a d e  a  g a th e r in g  a n d  “ s e n t  

1 2 ,0 0 0  d r a c h m a s o f s ilv e r to  J e r u s a le m  f o r s a c r if ic e  to  b e  o f ­

f e r e d  f o r th e  s in s  o f th e  d e a d ,”  f o r “ i t i s th e re f o re  a h o ly  a n d  

w h o le s o m e  th o u g h t  to  p r a y  f o r  th e  d e a d , th a t th e y  m a y  b e  lo o s ­

e d  f r o m  s in s .”

T h is in c id e n t c le a r ly  i l lu s t r a te s th e  p r e v a i l in g  b e l ie f o f th e  

J e w s th a t p r a y e r a n d  s a c r i f ic e w o u ld  b e n e f i t th e  d e a d . M o r e ­

o v e r , th e  d iv in e ly  in s p i re d  s c r ip tu r a l w r i te r r e c o r d s i t w ith  a p ­

p r o b a t io n .
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D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  D E V O T IO N  F R O M  E A R L Y  

C H R IS T IA N  E R A

L o v in g  s o l ic i tu d e  f o r th e  d e p a r te d  b lo s s o m e d  to  th e  f u l l in  

th e  C h r is t ia n  e r a . B e s id e s th e  g o o d  w o r k s o f m e n , th e  D iv in e  

S a v io r e n tr u s te d to  H is C h u r c h  th e p r e c io u s t r e a s u r e o f H is  

s a c r i f ic e  in  th e  M a s s  w ith  i t s  in f in i te  m e r i ts  o f  s a t i s fa c t io n . T h e s e  

a r e  a p p lie d  n o t o n ly  to  th e  l iv in g  s o  th a t th e y  m a y  o f f e r v a l id  

e x p ia t io n  b u t  a ls o  to  th e  P o o r  S o u ls  to  s u p p ly  f o r  th e i r  d e f ic ie n ­

c ie s . M o r e  th a n  th is . T h o u g h  m o s t o f th e  f a i th f u l o n  e a r th  d o  

n o t p r a c t ic e m o r e p e n a n c e  th a n  th e y  r e q u ire , s o m e h o ly  s o u ls  

h a v e  d o n e  m o r e  in  th e ir z e a l f o r p e n a n c e . T h e ir o v e r a b u n d a n t 

w o r k s  o f  s a t i s f a c t io n  in  u n io n  w ith  th o s e  o f J e s u s  C h r is t ·  c o n ­

s t i tu te  a n  in e x h a u s t ib le  t r e a s u r y  f r o m  w h ic h  th e  C h u r c h  g r a n ts  

in d u lg e n c e s  f o r th e  b e n e f i t o f th e  l iv in g  a n d  th e  d e p a r te d . S o  

f r u i t f u l i s th e  c h a r ity  o f th e  C h u r c h .

T h e  p r in c ip le s o f th is  d e v o t io n  a r e  s o  s im p le  a n d  c o r re s p o n d  

s o  f u l ly  to  h u m a n  s e n t im e n t th a t th e y  a r e  s e ld o m  q u e s t io n e d ,  

a n d  th e  h is to ry  o f  d o g m a  p a y s  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  l i t t le  a t te n t io n  to  

th e m . A s id e  f r o m  th e  G n o s t ic s  a n d  M a n ic h e a n s , w h o  r e je c te d  

th e  e n t ir e  C h r is t ia n  o r d e r  o f  s a lv a tio n , A r iu s  s ta n d s  a lo n e  w ith  

th e  c o n te n t io n  th a t p r a y e r a n d  a lm s d o  n o t b e n e f i t th e  d e a d  

b u t h a r m  th e  l iv in g . T h e  F a th e r s  o f  th e  C h u r c h  e x p o u n d e d  th e  

t r u e  te a c h in g  w h ic h  th e  f a i th f u l a c c e p te d  w ith o u t d if f ic u l ty  a n d  

f o l lo w e d  z e a lo u s ly .

O c c a s io n a l  a b u s e s  a n d  d o u b ts  a f f o r d e d  o c c a s io n s f o r  d e c is io n s  

o n  th e  p a r t o f  th e  C h u r c h . T h e  f o u r th  C o u n c i l o f  C a r th a g e  r u le d  

th a t p e r s o n s  d o in g  p e n a n c e  w h o  d ie d  w ith o u t b e n e f i t o f  c le r g y  

w o u ld  n o t b e  d e p r iv e d  o f  p r a y e r s a n d  M a s s e s i f o th e rw is e  th e y  

h a d  c o m p l ie d w ith  th e la w s o f p e n a n c e . T h e  R o m a n  S y n o d  
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o f 5 0 2  d e c la r e d  i t w a s  a  s a c r ile g e  i f  a n  a d m in is t r a to r o f  C h u r c h  

p r o p e r ty  p e r m it te d  s t ra n g e r s to  o b ta in  a lm s g iv e n  b y  s o m e  o n e  

f o r th e  r e p o s e  o f  h is  s o u l. U n le s s  th e re  i s a  c a s e  o f  s u ic id e , th e  

o f f e r in g  m a d e  f o r  o n e  w h o  d ie d  a s  a  r e s u l t o f  a  c r im e  i s  n o t  to  b e  

r e je c te d  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  S y n o d  o f  O r le a n s ( 5 3 3 ) . T h e  S y n o d  

o f C h a lo n s ( 8 1 3 ) p r e s c r ib e d  th a t in a l l M a s s e s in te rc e s s io n  

s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  f o r th e  d e p a r te d  a n d  th a t n o  d a y  b e  e x c e p te d  

f r o m  th is r u le . T h e  S y n o d  o f W o r m s ( 8 6 8 ) o r d a in e d th a t  

p r a y e r s a n d o f fe r in g s b e m a d e f o r c r im in a ls w h o  h a d b e e n  

e x e c u te d , i f th e y  h a d  r e c e iv e d  th e  s a c r a m e n ts b e f o re  d e a th .

T h e s e r e g u la t io n s s u f f ic e d  to  d ir e c t th e  in te n s e z e a l o f th e  

f a i th f u l o f th o s e  d a y s in to  th e  r ig h t c h a n n e ls . O n ly  in  i t s n e ­

g o t ia t io n s f o r r e u n io n  w ith  th e  s c h is m a t ic  G r e e k s a n d  A r m e n ­

ia n s  d id  th e  C h u r c h  f in d  i t n e c e s s a r y  to  in s is t o n  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  

s o u n d p r in c ip le s . W e a l r e a d y  h a v e r e f e r r e d  to  th e p le d g e o f  

f a ith ·  w h ic h w a s g iv e n b y th e B y z a n t in e e m p e ro r , M ic h a e l  

P a le o lo g u s . T h is  w a s  a ls o  p r e s e n te d  to  th e  G r e e k s b y  th e  C o u n ­

c i l o f F lo r e n c e in 1 4 3 9 . S im ila r a r t ic le s h a d  to  b e  a c c e p te d  b y  

A r m e n ia n s  in  1 3 4 1 .

B o th  th e  s c h o la s t ic s  a n d  th e  m y s t ic s o f th o s e  d a y s  e lu c id a te d  

th e te a c h in g s o f th e C h u r c h  a n d th e i r p r a c t ic a l a p p l ic a t io n .  

T r u e , th a t p e r io d  w a s a ls o  n o te d  f o r n e w  o p p o n e n ts  s u c h  a s  

L u th e r , C a lv in , e tc . T h e ir e r r o rs w e r e r e je c te d  b y  th e  C o u n c i l  

o f T r e n t , w h ic h  in c lu d e d  th is  a r t ic le  in  th e  c o n f e s s io n  o f f a i th  

th a t i t p r e s c r ib e d  f o r  im p o r ta n t o c c a s io n s : “ I f i r m ly  b e l ie v e  th a t  

th e re  i s a P u r g a to r y  a n d  th a t th e  s o u ls in  P u r g a to r y  a r e  a id e d  

b y  th e  in te rc e s s io n  o f th e  f a i th f u l.”

T h e  l i f e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  i s  b e s t e x e m p l i f ie d  b y  i t s l i tu r g y , a n d  

in  th e  l i tu rg y  w e  n o t ic e  p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  " M e m e n to  m o r tu o r u m ,  

n o w  p r a y e d  s i le n t ly  b y  th e  p r ie s t w h e n  o f f e r in g  M a s s . F o r m e r ly  

in  th is  p a r t o f  th e  M a s s  th e  d e a c o n  r e a d  th e  n a m e s  o f  th o s e  w h o  

h a d  p a s s e d  a w a y , " p r o f e s s in g  th e  t r u e  f a ith ” a n d  w h o  r e s te d  

" in  p e a c e w ith  th e  C h u r c h . ” N o w  th e  m is s a l c o n ta in s a l l th e  
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te x ts o f th e  M a s s , b u t f o r m e r ly  th e y  w e r e d iv id e d  in to  th r e e  

b o o k s , ju s t a s to d a y  th r e e  b o o k s  a r e  u s e d  a t a P o n t i f ic a l H ig h  

M a s s .

W h ile  th e  w o r d s d if f e r , th e  s e n s e  i s th e  s a m e in  th e  c o r r e s ­

p o n d in g  te x ts o f th e  o ld e s t’ l i tu r g y  o f th e  O r ie n t . C o n c e rn in g  

th is  a g r e e m e n t , S t . C h r y s o s to m  w r o te  p e r t in e n t ly : “ N o t w ith ­

o u t r e a s o n  d id  th e  a p o s tle s  o r d a in  th a t th e  d e p a r te d  b e  r e m e m ­

b e r e d  a t th e  c e le b r a t io n  o f th e m o s t a d o r a b le  m y s te r ie s . T h e  

d e a d  th e r e b y  o b ta in  g r e a t b e n e f it .” ( E p . a d  P h i l ip ) .

N o t o n ly  w e r e  th e  d e a d  r e m e m b e r e d  a t M a s s , b u t th e  H o ly  

S a c r i f ic e  w a s  o f f e r e d  u p  f o r  th e  r e p o s e  o f  th e i r  s o u ls . A lre a d y  S t .  

C y p r ia n  a t te s ts th is  f a c t .

A s to  th e  p a r t ic u la r d a y s o n  w h ic h  th e M a s s w a s o f f e r e d  

f o r th e  d e p a r te d , S t . A m b r o s e  c a l ls a t te n t io n  to  d if f e re n t c u s ­

to m s . S o m e , h e  s a y s , o b s e rv e th e  th i r d  a n d  th e  th i r t ie th  d a y s ;  

o th e r s , th e s e v e n th  a n d  f o r t ie th  d a y s . I n  th e  e ig h th  b o o k  o f  

th e  A p o s to l ic C o n s t i tu t io n s w e r e a d :

W ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  d e p a r te d , p s a lm s , r e a d in g s  a n d  p r a y e r s  

s h o u ld  m a rk  th e  th i r d  d a y  in  v ie w  o f H im  w h o  r o s e o n  th e  

th i rd  d a y ; th e  n in th  d a y  in  m e m o ry  o f  th e  s u rv iv o r s  a n d  d e p a r t ­

e d ; th e  f o r t ie th  d a y , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  e x a m p le  o f  th e  O ld  L a w ,  

a s  th e  p e o p le  m o u r n e d  M o s e s f o r  th a t p e r io d . . .”

I n  c o n tr a s t to  th is  te s t im o n y  o f th e  G r e e k  C h u r c h  th e  L a t in  

l i tu r g y  d e s ig n a te s th e  th i r d , s e v e n th , th i r tie th  a n d  th e  a n n iv e r ­

s a r y  d a y s a s a t im e  o f s p e c ia l r e m e m b r a n c e .

T e r tu ll ia n  m e n t io n s th e  d a y  o f d e a th  a n d  th e  a n n iv e rs a ry .  

S t . A m b r o s e  o b s e r v e d  th e  s e v e n th  d a y  f o r h is b r o th e r , S a ty ru s  

s a y in g  th is w a s a  s y m b o l o f e te rn a l r e s t . S t . G r e g o r y  o f N a z -  

ia n z m e n t io n s th e  a n n iv e r s a r y  in  h is m e m o r ia l c o n c e r n in g  h is  

b r o th e r , C a e s a r iu s . E p h ra e m  th e  S y r ia n  s p o k e o f th e  th i r t ie th  

d a y , w h ile  in  th e  C h u r c h  o f  P a le s t in e  th e  s e v e n th  d a y  w a s  c o m ­

m e m o r a te d .

T h is  d if fe r e n c e in c u s to m s i s e a s i ly  e x p la in e d . W h ile f o n d  
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o f  B ib l ic a l m o tiv e s , th e  C h u r c h  h a d  to  m a k e  a l lo w a n c e  f o r  e x is t ­

in g  c u s to m s . M e m o ria l d a y s w e r e  f ig u r e d  f r o m  th e  d a y  o f  d e a th  

o r b u r ia l . “ W e  f o r g e t th e  b ir th d a y  o f th e  d e c e a s e d ,’ ’ s a id  S t .  

A m b r o s e , “ b u t  w e  o b s e r v e  in s te a d  th e  d a y  o f  d e a th  w ith  s o le m n  

c e r e m o n ie s .” T h e  d a y  o n  w h ic h  r h a r ty r s d ie d w a s k n o w n  a s  

“ n a ta l i t ia ,”  th a t i s , th e  d a y  o f  b ir th  f o r e te r n a l l i fe .

W h ile  m e m o r ia l d a y s  f o r  in d iv id u a ls  h a d  b e e n  d e s ig n a te d , th e  

g r e a t d a y  o f  c o m m e m o r a t io n  f o r  a l l h a d  n o t  y e t  b e e n  in t ro d u c e d .  

M a n y  d e p a r te d  s o u ls  a r e  s c a rc e ly  r e m e m b e r e d  a s id e  f r o m  th e  g e n ­

e r a l m e m e n to  o f  th e  M a s s . A  g e n e r a l m e m o r ia l d a y  s e e m s  p r o p e r  

— a t le a s t to  u s  w h o  a r e  a c c u s to m e d  to  i t . B u t in  th e  e a r ly  d a y s  

o f th e  C h r is t ia n  e r a th e  a t te n t io n  o f th e  f a i th f u l w a s s o  th o r ­

o u g h ly  c e n te re d  o n  th e  c e n tr a l p o in t o f th e  l i tu r g y , th e  M a s s ,  

th a t i t s  v a r io u s  p r a y e r s m a d e  a  d e e p  im p r e s s io n . T h e  d a i ly  s p e ­

c ia l a n d  g e n e r a l m e m e n to f o r th e  d e a d  o f te r th e C o n s e c ra t io n  

to u c h e d  th e  h e a r ts , e s p e c ia l ly  s o  lo n g  a s th e  l i tu r g y  w a s c e le ­

b r a te d  in  th e  c a ta c o m b s b e s id e th e  g r a v e s o f th e  m a r ty rs a n d  

th e  m e m e n to  w a s  s p o k e n  a lo u d  b y  th e  d e a c o n . B u t th is  p r a c t ic e  

g r a d u a lly  d is a p p e a re d  a n d  th e re  w a s  n e e d  o f  n e w  in c i te m e n t to  

r e m e m b ra n c e  o f  th e  d e p a r te d .

T h is  n e e d  w a s  f e l t f i r s t in  th e  m o n a s t r ie s , th e  n u r s e r ie s  o f  th e  

l i tu r g y , w h e r e  th e  th o u g h t o f  th e  h e re a f te r  i s  e v e r  a c t iv e . S t . I s i -  

d o r , in  h is m o n a s t ic  r u le s , o r d a in e d  th a t th e  H o ly  S a c r i f ic e  b e  

o f f e re d  f o r th e  d e c e a s e d  o n  th e  d a y  a f te r  P e n te c o s t . P r e s u m a b ly  

h e  w a s  in f lu e n c e d  b y  th e  g e n e r a l o b s e r v a n c e  o f  th e  F e a s t o f  A ll  

S a in ts s in c e 6 0 9 . A b o u t 2 0 0  y e a r s la te r A m a la r o f M e tz  r e ­

m a r k e d  th a t a s  a f e a s t in  h o n o r  o f  a l l s a in ts  i s b e n e f ic ia l to  th e  

l iv in g , a m e m o ria l d a y f o r th e d e p a r te d w o u ld l ik e w is e b e  

v e r y  d e s i r a b le .

B u t m a n y  y e a r s  p a s s e d  b e f o r e  th is  th o u g h t w a s  g e n e r a l ly  p u t  

in to  a c t io n . F ir s t th e  r u le  o f  S t . I s id o r  w a s  r e n e w e d  a n d  p e r fe c t ­

e d  in  th e  B e n e d ic tin e  m o n a s te r y  o f  C lu n y , w h ic h  e n jo y e d  g r e a t  

p r e s t ig e . T h e  C lu n y  c o n g r e g a t io n  h a d  m o n a s te r ie s in  v a r io u s  
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p a r ts  o f  E u ro p e  a n d  w a s  n o te d  f o r  i t s  h ig h  s ta n d a r d s  o f  m o n a s ­

t ic  l i f e  a n d  z e a l . I t s  a b b o ts w e r e  in  c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  k in g s  

a n d  p o p e s . T h u s  S t . O d ilo  w a s  e s te e m e d  b y  th e  g r e a te s t o f  h is  

c o n te m p o r a r ie s . I n  9 2 8  A b b o t t  O d ilo  d e c r e e d  th a t in  a l l m o n a s ­

te r ie s o f h is c o n g r e g a t io n o n  th e d a y  a f te r th e  F e a s t o f A ll  

S a in ts , th e  m e m o ry  o f  th o s e  r e s t in g  in  C h r is t s h o u ld  b e  h o n o r e d  

b y  s in g in g  p s a lm s , g iv in g  o f  a lm s a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  c e le b r a t io n  

o f  M a s s . T h is  c u s to m  q u ic k ly  s p r e a d  to  o th e r  o r d e rs , e s p e c ia l ly  

th e C a r th u s ia n s . B is h o p s l ik e w is e f o l lo w e d  i t , a n d  th e H o ly  

S e a  a p p ro v e d  th e  o b s e r v a n c e  e v e n  in  S t . O d ilo ’s t im e . T h r o u g h  

th e  m is s a l o f  P o p e  P iu s  V  i t w a s in t r o d u c e d  in  a l l c h u r c h e s o f  

th e  L a t in  r i te .

T h e  G r e e k - O r th o d o x  C h u r c h  o b s e r v e s  a  s im ila r  m e m o r ia l d a y  

o n  th e  S a tu r d a y  b e f o re  A p o k r e o s  S u n d a y ( S e p tu a g e s im a ) , a n d  

th e  A r m e n ia n  C h u r c h  o n  E a s te r M o n d a y .

E v e n  th e  o ld  M a s s b o o k s o f th e  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n  e r a in c lu d e  

o r a t io n s  f o r  M a s s e s  f o r  th e  f a i th f u l , f o r  p r ie s ts  a n d  f o r b is h o p s .

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  A p o s to l ic  C o n s t i tu t io n s , w h o s e  l i tu r g y  g o e s  

b a c k  to  th e  th i r d  a n d  f o u r th  c e n tu r y , p s a lm s  a s  w e ll a s  th e  M a s s  

w e r e  o f f e re d  f o r th e  d e a d . T h e s e  p s a lm s  d e v e lo p d  in to  o u r O f ­

f ic e  o f  th e  D e a d . I n  th e  te n th  c e n tu r y  th is  o f f ic e  w a s  r e c ite d  d a i ly  

n o t o n ly  a t th e  m o n a s te r ie s o f E in s ie d e ln  a n d  C lu n y  b u t a ls o  

b y  s e c u la r  p r ie s ts . L a te r  o n  th is  p r a c t ic e  la g g e d , b u t P o p e  P iu s  V  

p r e s c r ib e d  th a t w h e re v e r i t h a d  b e e n  c u s to m a r y , th e O f f ic e o f  

th e  D e a d  b e  r e c i te d  o n  th e  f i r s t “ f r e e ”  d a y  o f  th e  m o n th  a n d  o n  

e v e r y  M o n d a y  in  L e n t a n d  A d v e n t th a t i s n o t a f e a s t d a y .

T h is  o f f ic e  c o n s is ts m a in ly  o f  p s a lm s  a n d  r e a d in g s , th e  la t te r  

f r o m  th e  B o o k  o f  J o b . I n  h is  s u f fe r in g , J o b  i s a  t r u e  im a g e  o f  

h u m a n  im p o te n c e  a n d  i s  o f te n  p ic tu r e d  a s  s u c h  in  th e  c a ta c o m b s . 

B u t J o b  a ls o  i s  a  c o n f e s s o r o f  f a i th  in  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n .

C lo s e ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  O f f ic e  o f th e  D e a d  i s th e  p r a y e r  

f o r th e  d y in g . A t th e  d e a th b e d  o f th e  c h i ld  th e  lo v e  o f th e  

m o th e r f in d s  e x p r e s s io n  in  th e  te n d e r e s t w o r d s a s i f s h e  c o u ld  
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th e r e b y  k e e p  i t a l iv e . T h e  C h u r c h  i s  a  m o th e r , a n d  a t th e  d e a th ­

b e d  s h e  th in k s  o f  th e  e te r n a l l i f e  f o r w h ic h  s h e  g a v e  n e w  b ir th  

to  h e r c h i ld  in  b a p t is m .

T h e  “ c o m m e n d a tio  a n im a e " in  th e  R itu a l i s a  g r a n d , d e e p -  

f e l t e x p la n a tio n  o f  th a t c o m m e n d a t io n  o f  s o u l w h ic h  th e  S a v io r  

m a d e f o r H im s e lf a n d  f o r m e m b e r s o f H is m y s t ic a l b o d y , th e  

C h u r c h , w h e n  H e  s a id : “ F a th e r , in to  T h y  h a n d s I c o m m e n d  

M y  s p i r i t .”

T h e  r e a d e r m a y  th in k  th a t w e h a v e  d e v ia te d  f r o m  th e  s u b ­

je c t , th e  h is to r y  o f d e v o t io n  f o r th e  P o o r S o u ls . B u t th is d e ­

v o t io n  s te m s f r o m  th e  c r o s s . W h e n  th e  S a v io r c o m m e n d e d  H is  

s p i r it to  h is  F a th e r , h e  p le a d e d  n o t  o n ly  f o r  H im s e lf  b u t  a ls o  f o r  

a l l w h o  b e l ie v e  in  h im . M u s t th e  C h u r c h  n o t im ita te  th is  p r a y e r  

o f  h e r d y in g  B r id e g r o o m  a n d  c o n t in u e  i t f o r h e r c h i ld re n  u n t i l  

th e y  a t ta in  to  g lo r y ?  T h e  a n x ie ty  o f th e  m o th e r f o r h e r c h i ld  

c o n t in u e s  u n t i l i t i s s a f e  in  p a r a d is e . S in c e  s h e  d o e s n o t r e c e iv e  

a n y  r e v e la tio n  a s  to  th e  f a te  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l , s h e  p r a y s  u n c e a s ­

in g ly  f o r a l l to  th e  e n d  o f t im e , le a v in g  i t to  th e  z e a l o f th e  

f a i th f u l to  r e m e m b e r c e r ta in  o n e s in  p a r t ic u la r .

T h o u g h  th e  C h u r c h  i s c o n c e r n e d  f i r s t o f a l l w ith  th e  s o u l,  

s h e b e l ie v e s in  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n  o f  th e  b o d y  a ls o  a n d , th e r e fo r e  

la y s th e  b o d y  to  r e s t w ith  p r o p e r c e r e m o n ie s . C e m e te r ie s a r e  

b le s s e d  a n d  o f te n  a r e  s i tu a te d  n e x t to  th e  C h u r c h . S t . A u g u s t in e  

w a s  a s k e d  w h e th e r  th e  p la c e  o f  b u r ia l h a d  a n y  in f lu e n c e  o n  th e  

lo t o f  s o u ls  in  th e  h e r e a f te r . T r u e , h e  r e p l ie d , th e  p la c e  i t s e l f i s  

im m a te r ia l , o th e rw is e  th e  m a r ty rs  w o u ld  b e  a t a  g r e a t d is a d v a n ­

ta g e . H o w e v e r , p r o p e r c a re f o r th e  r e m a in s  o f th e  d e a d  i s d ic ­

ta te d b y  h u m a n  s e n t im e n t a s w e ll a s b y  th e C h r is t ia n c o n ­

v ic t io n  th a t th e  b o d y  o f  a  b a p t iz e d  p e r s o n  h a s  b e e n  th e  te m p le  

o f  th e  H o ly  G h o s t a n d  i s d e s tin e d  f o r h e a v e n ly  b l is s .

T h e  p la c e  o f b u r ia l , s a id  S t . A u g u s t in e f u r th e r , r e m in d s u s  

o f  th e  d e p a r te d  th a t w e  m a y  m a k e  in te rc e s s io n  f o r  th e m  th r o u g h  

th e  M a s s , p r a y e r  a n d  a lm s  g iv in g . I f  th e  d e a d  a r e  b u r ie d  n e a r  th e  
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m e m o r ia ls  to  th e  m a r ty r s , i . e . , th e  c h u r c h e s , th e y  b e n e f i t th e r e ­

b y , a s  th e  l iv in g  c o m m e n d  th e m  to  th e  in te rc e s s io n  o f th e  s a in ts  

in  H e a v e n .

I n  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  e a r ly  C h r is tia n  e r a  w e  f in d  m a n y  r e f e r ­

e n c e s  to  th e  d e v o t io n  f o r  th e  P o o r  S o u ls . I n  th e  a c ts  o f  th e  m a r ­

ty r s , F e l ic i ta s  a n d  P e r p e tu a  ( 2 0 2  A . D .) , w e  r e a d  th a t  th e  la t te r ,  

w h ile  in  p r is o n , h a d  a  v is io n  o f  h e r  d e c e a s e d  b r o th e r , D in o c r a te s ,  

a s  s u f f e r in g  in  P u r g a to r y . A f te r s h e  h a d  p r a y e d  d a y  a n d  n ig h t  

f o r h im , s h e  h a d  a n o th e r  v is io n  in d ic a t in g  th a t h e  h a d  b e e n  r e ­

le a s e d .

E u s e b iu s te l l s u s  h o w  E m p e ro r  C o n s ta n t in e  th e  G r e a t w is h e d  

to  b e  b u r ie d  in  a  c h u r c h  w h ic h  h e  h a d  e r e c te d  in  C o n s ta n t in o p le  

s o  th a t h e  m ig h t b e  r e m e m b e r e d  a t M a s s  a n d  in  th e  p r a y e rs  o f  

th e  f a i th f u l .

W h e n  h is r e m a in s w e r e b o r n e to  th e g r a v e , th e y  w e r e a c ­

c o m p a n ie d  b y  a  m u lt i tu d e  o f p e o p le  w h o  m a n if e s te d  th e i r lo v e  

f o r h im  n o t o n ly  in  te a r s b u t a ls o  in  p r a y e rs  f o r th e  r e p o s e  o f  

h is s o u l . A f te r th e  d e a th  o f  E m p e r io r  T h e o d o s iu s , S t . A m b r o s e  

a d d r e s s e d th e s e r e m a r k a b le w o r d s to  h is p e o p le :

“ I lo v e d  h im . T h e r e f o r e , I w is h  to  a c c o m p a n y  h im  in to  th e  

la n d  o f th e  l iv in g  a n d  n o t le a v e h im  u n t i l , th r o u g h  te a r s a n d  

p r a y e r s , I h a v e  b r o u g h t h im  to  th e  h o ly  m o u n t o f th e  L o r d ”  

( D e  o b i tu  T h e o d o s i i) .

B e a u t i fu l a n d  to u c h in g  a r e  th e  w o r d s w h ic h  S t . H ie ro n y m u s  

a d d r e s s e d  to  P a m m a c h iu s  a t th e  d e a th  o f  th e  la t te r ’s w if e , P a u l ­

in a :

O th e r h u s b a n d s  s t r e w  v io le ts , r o s e s , l i l ie s  a n d  p u r p le  f lo w ­

e r s o n  th e  g r a v e s  o f  th e i r w iv e s . O u r  P a m m a c h iu s  s p r in k le s th e  

h o ly a s h e s a n d v e n e ra b le r e m a in s w ith th e b a lm  o f a lm s .  

T h ro u g h  th e s e c o lo r s a n d  s c e n ts h e w a r m s th e  a s h e s , f o r h e  

k n o w s  th a t i t i s w r i t te n : ‘A s w a te r q u e n c h e s f i re , s o  a lm s w ip e  

o u t s in ’ .”

S t . P a u l in u s  o f  N o la h a d  a g o o d  f r ie n d , B is h o p  D e lp h in u s ,  
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to  w h o m  h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  th e  s o u l o f  h is  d e c e a s e d  b r o th e r , s a y ­

in g : " B e  s u r e to  o b ta in  f o r g iv e n e s s ( f o r h im ) th r o u g h  y o u r  

p r a y e rs  s o  th a t , l ik e  d e w , r e f r e s h m e n t m a y  t r ic k le  o n  h is  s o u l ,  

e v e n i f i t b e  o n ly  a d r o p  f r o m  th e  l i t t le  f in g e r o f y o u r h o ly  

h a n d s .”

S u c h  q u o ta t io n s  m a y  s e e m  r e p e t i t io u s , b u t  th e y  o f fe r  p r o o f  o f  

th e  d e v o t io n  f o r  th e  P o o r  S o u ls  in  th e  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n  e r a . T h e y  

a ls o  a r e  m o s t c o n s o l in g  f o r u s  a n d  r o b  d e a th  o f  m u c h  o f  i t s  b i t ­

te r n e s s . H e n c e , w ith  th e  r e a d e r ’s in d u lg e n c e  w e  w il l q u o te  a  f e w  

m o r e  a p p o s i te  s ta te m e n ts . S t . A u g u s t in e  s a y s w ith  r e f e r e n c e to  

th e  c a re  f o r th e  d e c e a s e d :

" W e  m u s t n o t o m it th e  p r a y e rs  f o r th e  s o u ls  o f  th e  d e p a r te d  

w h ic h  th e  C h u r c h  h a s o r d a in e d  f o r a g e n e r a l m e m e n to  o f a l l  

th o s e  w h o  d ie d  in  th e  C h r is t ia n  a n d  C a th o l ic  C o m m u n io n , s o  

th a t th e  o n e  c o m m o n  m o th e r m a y  in te r c e d e  f o r th e m  i f th e r e  

a r e  n o  p a r e n ts , c h i ld re n , r e la tiv e s  o r f r ie n d s  to  p le a d  f o r th e m .”

" T h e  o f f e r in g  o f  th e  H o ly  S a c r if ic e ,”  w r i te s  S t . G r e g o r y  th e  

G r e a t , " b e n e f i t s th e  s o u ls a f te r th e  d e a th  s o  m u c h  th a t s o m e ­

t im e s th e y  s e e m  to  r e q u e s t i t .”

S t . M a th i ld a  h a d  M a s s  o f f e re d  u p  d a i ly  f o r  h e r  d e c e a s e d  h u s ­

b a n d , K in g  H e n r y  I , a n d  s h e  a n d  h e r  t r u s te d  s e r v a n t, R ic h b u r g a ,  

o f te n  r o s e  a t  m id n ig h t to  p r a y  f o r  h im  in  th e  c h a p e l o f  th e  c a s tle .  

H e r la s t r e q u e s t w a s th a t h e r n e p h e w , W illia m , A r c h b is h o p  o f  

M a y e n c e , w o u ld  o f te n  o f f e r u p  M a s s  f o r h e r , h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  

h e r s o n . E m p e ro r  L o th a r h a d  M a s s  r e a d  d a i ly  f o r th e  d e c e a s e d ,  

a t te n d e d  th e  H o ly  S a c r i f ic e , a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d  th e  P o o r  S o u ls  to  

th e  m e r c y  o f  G o d  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  th e  p a s s io n  o f  C h r is t .

T h o u g h  p e r s e c u t io n s o f th e  C h u r c h  h a v e  d e s tr o y e d  f o u n d a ­

t io n s  f o r M a s s e s  f o r  th e  P o o r  S o u ls , th e  f a i th f u l  c o n t in u a l ly  f o r  

c e n tu r ie s h a v e  s e t a s id e  b e q u e s ts f o r th is  p u r p o s e . S o m e  p e o p le  

o f  m e a n s  h a v e  e s ta b l is h e d  c o n v e n ts  a n d  m o n a s te r ie s  w h e r e  th e ir  

b o d ie s w e r e b u r ie d  a n d  th e i r s o u ls c o n s ta n t ly r e m e m b e re d  in  

p r a y e r a n d  a t M a s s .
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F R A T E R N I T I E S  A N D  M A S S  L E A G U E S

W e ll k n o w n , to o , a r e  s p e c ia l f r a te r n i t ie s f o r th e  p u r p o s e o f  

r e m e m b e r in g  th e  d e p a r te d .

R e c o r d s o f  s u c h  f r a te rn i t ie s f r o m  th e  e ig h th  a n d  n in th  c e n ­

tu r ie s c o n ta in  th e  n a m e s  o f n o t o n ly  m o n k s b u t a ls o  o f th e ir  

b e n e f a c to r s . S u c h  a b o o k  w a s c a l le d “ l ib e r v i ta e ’ ’ b e c a u s e th e  

g r a c e s w h ic h  i t im p l ie d  g a v e  p r o m is e  o f  h a v in g  o n e ’s n a m e  e n ­

te r e d in  th e  b o o k  o f e te rn a l l i f e . P r e la te s w e r e a c c u s to m e d  to  

jo in  s u c h  f ra te rn i t ie s . T h e  b is h o p s a n d  a b b o ts w h o  a s s e m b le d  

a t D in g o lf in g  a b o u t 7 7 0  a d o p te d  th is  r e s o lu tio n :

“ W h e n  o n e  o f  th e  u n d e r s ig n e d  p a s s e s  a w a y , e v e r y  b is h o p  a n d  

a b b o t w h o  h a s  s ig n e d  th is  a g r e e m e n t  m u s t h a v e  1 0 0  M a s s e s  a n d  

a s m a n y  p s a l te r ia s u n g  in  th e  c a th e d r a l o f th e  a b b e y  c h u r c h .  

H e  h im s e lf m u s t o f f e r 3 0  M a s s e s o r  h a v e  th e m  c e le b ra te d  b y  h is  

c le r g y . F o r e a c h  d e c e a s e d  p r ie s t o r m o n k , th e  b is h o p  o r a b b o t  

m u s t r e a d  3 0  M a s s e s a n d  a s m a n y  p s a l te r ia .”

M a n y  s u c h  M a s s le a g u e s e x is t to d a y  a m o n g  th e  s e c u la r a n d  

r e l ig io u s  c le r g y . C a th o l ic  la y  o r g a n iz a t io n s  in c lu d e  a m o n g  th e i r  

b e n e f i t s th e o f f e r in g  o f M a s s e s f o r d e c e a s e d m e m b e r s . T h e y  

a r e  im i ta t in g  in  th is r e s p e c t th e  g u i ld s  o f th e  M id d le  A g e s .

A  d a i ly  c u s to m  w ith  m a n y  C a th o l ic s  i s to  a p p ly  in d u lg e n c e s  

to  th e  P o o r  S o u ls . T h e r e  i s i r re f u ta b le  e v id e n c e  o f th is p r a c tic e  

in  th e  f i f te e n th  c e n tu r y , b u t th e  c u s to m  g o e s b a c k  m u c h f a r ­

th e r . C a th o l ic  h is to r ic a l e x p e r ts  d o u b t r e p o r ts d a t in g  f r o m  th e  

n in th  a n d  te n th  c e n tu ry . H o w e v e r , i t i s a  f a c t th a t in  th e  th i r ­

te e n th  c e n tu ry  m a n y  s c h o la s t ic s  d is c u s s e d  a n d  d e f e n d e d  th e  a p ­

p l ic a tio n  o f in d u lg e n c e s to  th e  P o o r S o u ls . A t th a t t im e th e  

d e v o t io n  to  th e  P o o r S o u ls w a s s o  w id e ly  p r e v a le n t th a t i t le d  

to  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f a s p e c ia l f e a s t f o r th e i r r e m e m b ra n c e .
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I n d u lg e n c e s th a t m a y  b e a p p l ie d  to  th e  s o u ls in  P u r g a to r y  

h a v e  b e e n  g r e a tly  in c re a s e d  w ith  th e  c e n tu r ie s . E v e n  m o r e  n u ­

m e r o u s  a r e th o s e w h ic h  w e r e  g r a n te d  f o r th e  s p i r i tu a l w e lf a r e  

o f th e  l iv in g  f a i th f u l b u t m a y  b e  a p p lie d  to  th e  d e p a r te d .

T h e  d e g r e e to  w h ic h  in d u lg e n c e s  a s w e ll a s M a s s e s b e n e f i t  

th e  d e p a r te d  d e p e n d s  to  s o m e  e x te n t o n  th e  p e n i te n t ia l d is p o s i ­

t io n  w ith  w h ic h  th e y  d ie d . A  p le n a r y  in d u lg e n c e  w o u ld  s u f f ic e  

to  w ip e o u t a l l th e r e m a in in g  g u i l t o f a s u f f e r in g  s o u l , b u t  

w e h a v e  n o  c e r ta in ty  a s to  h o w  f a r a n d  h o w  s o o n  a n  in d u l ­

g e n c e  i s a p p l ie d .
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G R E G O R I A N  M A S S E S .

S t . G r e g o r y  th e  G r e a t , w h ile  s t i l l h e a d  o f  S t . A n d r e w ’s A b ­

b e y  in  R o m e , h a d  3 0  M a s s e s r e a d  o n  s u c c e s s iv e d a y s f o r a d e ­

c e a s e d  m o n k  n a m e d  J u s tu s . O n  th e  th i r t ie th  d a y  J u s tu s  a p p e a r ­

e d  to  h is  l iv in g  b r o th e r  a n d  to ld  h im  th a t h e  h a d  o n  th a t v e r y  

d a y  b e e n  d e l iv e r e d  f r o m  P u r g a to r y . A s  a  r e s u lt o f th is  in c id e n t  

th e  p r a c t ic e  o f th e  T h ir ty  G r e g o r ia n  M a s s e s s p r e a d  r a p id ly .

T h e  a l ta r o n w h ic h th e f i r s t G r e g o r ia n M a s s e s w e r e r e a d  

a n d  o n  w h ic h  S t . G r e g o ry  i s s a id  to  h a v e  o f f e re d  M a s s e s f o r  

th e d e p a r te d , r e c e iv e d s p e c ia l v e n e r a t io n . I t i s lo c a te d  in th e  

M o n a s te r y  o f M o n te  C e lio , n o w  n a m e d  f o r S t . G r e g o r y . C o n ­

f id e n t th a t M a s s e s o f f e re d  a t th is a l ta r w o u ld  b e p a r t ic u la r ly  

b e n e f ic ia l to  th e  P o o r S o u ls , p r ie s ts in  la r g e n u m b e rs  a p p l ie d  

f o r i t s  u s e  e s p e c ia l ly  d u r in g  th e  o c ta v e  o f  A ll S o u ls  D a y . I n  th e  

c o u r s e  o f  t im e  th e  H o ly  S e e  g a v e  to  th is  a l ta r  th e  p r iv i le g e  o f  a  

p le n a r y in d u lg e n c e . I n th e s ix te e n th a n d  s e v e n te e th  c e n tu r ie s  

th e P o p e s a c c o r d e d  th is p r iv ile g e to  a l ta r s d e d ic a te d to  o th e r  

s a in ts . T h e s e  a l ta r s b e c a m e  k n o w n  a s “ G r e g o r ia n  A lta r s .”

S o m e t im e s th e  f a i th f u l r e q u e s t s ix  G r e g o r ia n  M a s s e s . T h is  

c u s to m  s e e m s to  d e r iv e f r o m  th e f a c t th a t in m a n y  c o n v e n ts  

i t w a s c o m m o n  p r a c t ic e to  o f f e r M a s s e s o n S u n d a y  f o r th e  

p e o p le a n d to  c e le b r a te th e H o ly  S a c r i f ic e o n th e s ix o th e r  

d a y s o f th e w e e k  f o r th e d e c e a s e d . N o  p r iv ile g e a t ta c h e s to  

th is c u s to m .
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H E R O I C  A C T

L o v e  i s  in v e n t iv e  a n d  i t u t i l iz e s  th e  l i t t le  th in g s  o f d a i ly  l i f e  

to  s h o w  i t s d e v o t io n . H e n c e  s o l ic itu d e  f o r P o o r S o u ls le d  to  

th e  s o - c a l le d  H e r o ic  A c t in  th e  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n  a g e s . T h u s  w e  

le a rn  th a t S t . N ic h o la s  o f  T o le d o  o f f e r e d  u p  d a i ly  a l l h is  p r a y ­

e r s , a c ts  o f  p e n a n c e  a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  M a s s f o r th e  P o o r  S o u ls . 

F a th e r F e r d in a n d  d e  M o n r o y  b e q u e a th e d  to  th e m  in  w r i tin g  a t  

h is d e a th  a l l th e  M a s s e s w h ic h  w o u ld  b e r e a d  f o r h is s o u l, a l l  

w o r k s o f p e n a n c e a n d  a l l in d u lg e n c e s o f f e r e d  f o r h im .

T h e  B le s s e d  V ir g in  h e r s e l f in s p ir e d  th e  v e n e r a b le C a r d in a l  

X im e n e s to  m a k e th is h e r o ic  b e q u e s t . S t . F r a n c is d e S a le s le f t  

n o  d a y  g o  b y  w ith o u t s p e c ia l r e m e m b r a n c e  o f th e  P o o r S o u ls  

a n d  f r e q u e n tly  c r i t ic iz e d  s e v e r e ly th e in d i f f e re n c e o f m e n to ­

w a r d  th e  d e p a r te d . T o  p e r s o n s  s o  d e v o id  o f  c h a r i ty  h e  a p p l ie d  

th e  s a y in g : “ O u t o f s ig h t , o u t o f m in d .”

T o w a r d  th e  c lo s e o f th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y  C a s p a r O lid e n ,  

a m e m b e r o f th e T h e a t in e  c o n g r e g a t io n in S p a in , u n d e r to o k  

“ to  o f f e r to  G o d  f o r th e  e a r ly  r e le a s e  o f th e  S u f fe r in g  S o u ls  a l l  

m e r i to r iu s  w o r k s  o f  h is l i f e  a n d  l ik e w is e  a l l w o r k s  a n d  p r a y e rs  

o f in te r c e s s io n f o r h im  a f te r d e a th .” W ith  c h i ld is h  p ie ty  h e  

e n tru s te d  th e m  to  th e  B le s s e d  V ir g in  th a t s h e  m ig h t a p p ly  th e m  

to  th o s e P o o r S o u ls w h o m  s h e , in  h e r m o th e r ly  w is d o m  a n d  

lo v e , w is h e d to s e e l ib e ra te d f r o m  P u r g a to r y .

T h is  i s  th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  H e r o ic  A c t o f  C h a r i ty . S u b s ta n t ia l ly  

i t h a d  b e e n  p r a c t ic e d  b y  s o m e p io u s s o u ls p r io r to  th is t im e .  

B u t s in c e  h e r o ic  F a th e r  O lid e n , m o v e d  b y  a n  a r d e n t b e n e v o le n c e  

to w a r d  th e  S u f fe r in g  S o u ls , f o r m u la td  i t c le a r ly , d a i ly  r e n e w e d  

i t in  h is h e a r t a n d  d e v o te d  h is  l i f e  to  s p r e a d in g  i t , th is  a c t h a s  

b e e n f o r m a lly  a c c e p te d  b y  in n u m e r a b le m e m b e r s o f th e la i ty ,  
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r e l ig io u s , p r ie s ts a n d  b is h o p s . I t h a s  b e e n  e n r ic h e d  w ith  g e n e r ­

o u s in d u lg e n c e s  b y  P o p e  P iu s V I ( 1 7 8 8 ) a n d  P o p e  P u is I X  

( 1 8 5 4 ) .

H e w h o  m a k e s th is a c t c a n g a in  a p le n a r y in d u lg e n c e f o r  

th e  P o o r  S o u ls  a s o f te n  a s  h e  r e c e iv e s H o ly  C o m m u n io n , v is i t s  

a  c h u r c h  a n d  r e c i te s  p r a y e r s  p r e s c r ib e d  f o r a  p le n a ry  in d u lg e n c e ,  

s ix  O u r  F a th e r s  a n d  H a il M a ry ’s f o r th e  P o p e ’s in te n t io n . H e  

a ls o  c a n  g a in  th is  in d u lg e n c e  o n  e v e r y  M o n d a y — o r  o n  S u n d a y  

i f o th e r w is e  p r e v e n te d — - b y  h e a r in g M a s s a n d  r e c i t in g th e in ­

d u lg e n c e p r a y e rs . M o r e o v e r , th e f a i th f u l w h o  m a k e th is a c t  

a n d  a r e  lo y a l to  i t m a y  b e s to w  o n  th e  P o o r S o u ls a l l th e  o th e r  

in d u lg e n c e s w h ic h th e y  c a n m e r i t— a u n iq u e p r iv i le g e . T h e  

p r ie s ts f u r th e r m o r e  e n jo y  d a i ly  th e " p e rs o n a l p r iv ile g e o f th e  

a l ta r .”  F o r c h i ld r e n  a n d  th e  f a i th f u l w h o  a r e  u n a b le  to  r e c e iv e  

H o ly  C o m m u n io n th e c o n f e s s o r s w h o h a v e r e c e iv e d e x p l ic i t  

a u th o r i ty  m a y  p r e s c r ib e  s o m e  g o o d  w o r k .

H e  w h o  m a k e s th e  h e r o ic a c t d o e s n o t ta k e  a  v o w  a n d  m a y  

r e s c in d  h is  g if t a t a n y  m o m e n t . N o  s p e c ia l f o rm u la  i s  p r e s c r ib e d  

f o r th e  a c t , a n d  a n  a c t o f th e  w il l s u f f ic e s . H o w e v e r , d a i ly  r e ­

n e w a l i s r e c o m m e n d e d . I t i s  n o t e s s e n t ia l to  e n tr u s t o n e ’s m e r i t  

to  th e  B le s s e d  V ir g in . T h e  o n e  in d is p e n s a b le  c o n d i t io n  i s th a t  

o n e o f f e r a l l p r e s e n t w o r k s o f s a t i s fa c t io n  a n d  a l l in d u lg e n c e s  

a n d  l ik e w is e  a l l a s s is ta n c e to  b e r e c e iv e d a f te r d e a th , f o r th e  

s o u ls  in  P u r g a to r y .

Y o u  m a y  a s k : “ I s  i t n o t im p ru d e n t to  e x p o s e  o n e s s e lf to  th e  

d a n g e r o f e x te n d in g  o n e ’s t im e in P u r g a to ry ? ” T r u e , in  o n e  

r e s p e c t a p e r s o n  m a k in g  th e  a c t m a y  s u f fe r lo s s ; b u t i t i s o n ly  

s o m e th in g te m p o r a r y  a n d  r e la tiv e ly  b r ie f . T h e re i s n o  c o m ­

p a r is o n  b e tw e e n  th e  te m p o r a r y  lo s s a n d  th e  e te rn a l g a in . T h e  

H e r o ic A c t i s m e r i to r io u s a n d i s b le s s e d e v e n o n e a r th w ith  

n e w  g r a c e s s h o r te n in g  o u r P u r g a to r y  a n d  in c r e a s in g  o u r g lo r y  

in  h e a v e n  f o r e v e r . T h is m e r i t w e c a n n o t g iv e a w a y .

T h e  r e a l ly  c h a r i ta b le  m a n  i s n o t s o  a n x io u s a b o u t h is o w n  
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w e lfa r e . H e a c ts o n  th e p r o m is e  o f th e S a v io r : “ B le s s e d  a r e  

th e  m e r c i f u l f o r th e y  s h a l l o b ta in  m e r c y .” G o d ’s o m n ip o te n c e  

k n o w s h o w  to  r e g a rd  s u c h  c h a r i ty . I f in  o u r c h a r ity  w e f in d  

w a y s a n d  m e a n s  o f a s s is t in g  th e  P o o r S o u ls , th e n  th e  a l l - w is e  

G o d  c e r ta in ly  k n o w s h o w  to  h e lp u s in tu r n . N o r d o  th e  

l ib e r a te d  s o u ls f o r g e t th e ir b e n e f a c to r , w h ile  th e  s a in ts a t th e  

th r o n e  o f G o d  lo o k  jo y o u s ly  a n d  b e n e v o le n t ly  o n  th e  e a r th ly  

p i lg r im s  w h o , w ith  S t . P a u l , a r e  “ a n a th e m a ”  f o r  th e ir  b r o th e r s ,  

th a t i s , m a k e  s a t i s f a c t io n  to  G o d 's ju s t ic e f o r th e  m is d e e d s o f  

o th e r s .

A t a l l t im e s th e  C h u r c h  h a s h a d  h e r o ic c h i ld r e n  w h o  w e re  

n o t c o n te n t to  m a k e m o d e r a te u s e o f h e r m e a n s f o r a s s is t in g  

th e  P o o r S o u ls b u t l i te r a l ly  o f f e r e d  th e m s e lv e s o u t o f c o m p a s ­

s io n f o r th e i r s u f f e r in g  b r o th e r s a n d  s is te r s .
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T H E  S P I R I T  O F  T H IS  D E V O T I O N

I n  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  s p i r i t o f th is  d e v o t io n , le t u s f i r s t c o n ­

s id e r th e  p a r t ic u la r l i tu r g ic a l p r a y e rs a n d  th e n  th e  d e v o t io n  in  

g e n e ra l .

T h e C h u r c h ’s p r in c ip a l m e a n s o f a id in g th e P o o r S o u ls  

i s th e  M a s s . I t a lw a y s  i s o f f e r e d  f o r a l l th e  l iv in g  a n d  d e c e a s e d  

m e m b e r s  o f  th e  C h u r c h , b u t a  R e q u ie m  M a s s  m a y  b e  c e le b r a te d  

s p e c ia lly  f o r th e  d e p a r te d  o n  d a y s w h ic h  h a v e  n o  “ f e s tu m  d u ­

p le x .”  T h e  s o l ic i tu d e  a n d  s o r r o w f u l in te rc e s s io n  o f  th e  C h u r c h  

a r e v o ic e d  b y  th e  D ie s I r a e , w h ic h  p ic tu r e s th e te r r o rs o f th e  

ju d g m e n t .

T h e  s ig n i f ic a n c e o f th e R e q u ie m  M a s s i s b e s t in d ic a te d  b y  

th is  p r a y e r f r o m  th e  O f f e r to r y :

“ O  L o rd  J e s u s C h r is t , k in g  o f g lo r y , d e l iv e r th e  s o u ls o f  

a l l th e  f a i th f u l d e p a r te d  f r o m  th e  p a in s  o f H e ll a n d  f r o m  th e  

d e e p  p i t : d e l iv e r th e m  f r o m  th e  m o u th  o f th e  l io n  th a t H e ll  

m a y  n o t s w a l lo w  th e m  u p , a n d  th e y  m a y  n o t f a l l in to  d a r k ­

n e s s : b u t m a y  th e  h o ly  s ta n d a r d  b e a re r , K J ic h a e l , in t r o d u c e  th e m  

to  th e  h o ly  l ig h t , w h ic h  T h o u  d id s t p r o m is e  o f o ld  to  A b r a ­

h a m  a n d  h is  s e e d .”

H e r e w e  s e e a p p l ie d  in  a m o s t c o n s o l in g  m a n n e r a m y s te r y  

o f o u r f a i th  w h ic h i s to o  l i t t le  a p p r e c ia te d . I n  v ie w  o f th e  

p r a y e rs a n d  p a s s io n  o f H is o n ly  b e g o t te n  S o n , G o d  b e s to w e d  

m a n y  g r a c e s  e v e n  b e f o re  th e  r e d e m p t io n  o f  m a n k in d  w a s c o m ­

p le te d . S im ila r ly  H e g r a n ts c o n tr i t io n  to  th e  d y in g  s in n e r in  

c o n s id e r a tio n  o f th e  p r a y e rs o f th e  f a i th f u l a n d  th e  C h u r c h .

S t . C h r y s o s to m , th e  f a m o u s  b is h o p  o f  C o n s ta n t in o p le  a n d  a  

F a th e r o f th e  e a r ly  C h u r c h , s a y s in  o n e  o f h is h o m il ie s th a t  

w e  s h o u ld  r a th e r c o m e  to  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  th e  d e p a r te d  th r o u g h  
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p r a y e r a n d  g o o d  w o r k s th a n to  m o u r n  th e m  w ith o u t b e in g  

c o n s o le d . H e  a d d s :

“ N o t in  v a in  d o  w e  r e c a l l th e  d e a d  in  th e  d iv in e  m y s te r ie s . 

N o t in  v a in  d o  w e a p p r o a c h  th e  a l ta r a n d  p r a y  f o r th e m  to  

th e  L a m b  w h ic h  ta k e s  a w a y  th e  s in s o f th e  w o r ld . T h e y  r e ­

c e iv e s o la c e f r o m  th is . I f  J o b  p u r i f ie d  h is  c h i ld r e n b y  o f f e r in g  

s a c r i f ic e to  G o d  f o r th e m , h o w  m u c h  m o r e m u s t th e  s a c r i f ic e  

w h ic h  w e  o f f e r f o r th e  d e c e a s e d  a l le v ia te  th e i r c o n d i t io n ? T h e  

M a s s i s a  c o m m o n  s a c r if ic e  o f e x p ia t io n  f r o m  w h ic h  a l l b e n e ­

f i t . A t M a s s w e  p r a y  f o r th e  w h o le  w o r ld  a n d  r e m e m b e r th e  

d e a d , w ith  th e  m a r ty r s , th e  c o n f e s s o r s a n d  th e  p r ie s ts , f o r w e  

f o r m  o n e b o d y , th o u g h  s o m e m e m b e r s g iv e m o r e l ig h t th a n  

o th e rs . F o r g iv e n e s s  m a y  b e  o b ta in e d  f o r th e m  th r o u g h  p r a y e rs ,  

s a c r i f ic e  o f f e re d  f o r th e m  a n d  th r o u g h  th e  h e lp  o f th o s e w h o  

a r e  m e n t io n e d  w ith  th e m . W h y , th e n , r e m a in  in  y o u r s o r r o w ?  

W h y  y o u r  c o m p la in ts ? C a n  y o u  th e r e b y  w in  s u c h  a  g r e a t g r a c e  

f o r th e  d e p a r te d ? ”

I n  th e  O f f e r to r y  o f th e  M a s s th e  C h u r c h  p r a y s th u s :

“ W e  o f f e r to  T h e e , O  L o rd , s a c r i f ic e s  o f  p r a is e  a n d  p r a y e r s :  

d o  T h o u  r e c e iv e  th e m  in  b e h a lf  o f  th o s e  s o u ls  w h o m  w e  c o m ­

m e m o r a te th is d a y : g r a n t th e m , O  L o r d , to  p a s s f r o m  d e a th  

to  th a t l i f e  w h ic h  T h o u  d id s t p r o m is e  o f  o ld  to  A b r a h a m  a n d  

to  h is  s e e d .”

I n  a d d i t io n  to  th e  M a s s , th e  C h u r c h  h a s a  s p e c ia l O f f ic e  o f  

th e  D e a d . T h is  i s a n o th e r p r o o f o f th e  f e r v e n t lo v e  a n d  d e v o ­

t io n  w ith  w h ic h  th e  C h u r c h  c h a m p io n s th e  c a u s e  o f h e r s u f ­

f e r in g  c h i ld r e n  a t th e  th r o n e  o f G o d . A  b e a u t i f u l i l lu s t ra t io n  

o f th is i s th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e  th a t th e  o n e  w h o  r e c i te s th e  O f f ic e  

a lm o s t e v e ry w h e r e  s p e a k s in  th e  n a m e  o f th e  P o o r S o u ls , w h o  

p le a d  w ith  h im  a n d  th r o u g h  h im  f o r G o d ’s m e r c y .

G o o d  p a r e n ts h a v e a n in e x p r e s s ib le lo n g in g  to  a s s is t th e ir  

s u f f e r in g  s o n s  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e . S im ila r  a r e  th e  f e e l in g s  o f  O u r  

D iv in e  L o r d  to w a r d s th e P o o r S o u ls w h o m  H e lo v e s s o  te n -
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d e r ly . T r u e , H is S a c r e d  H e a r t c a n  n o t f e e l s o r ro w  in  h e a v e n ,  

b u t i t e x p e r ie n c e s e v e r y th in g  e ls e th a t m o v e s a c o m p a s s io n a te  

h e a r t e a g e r to  r e n d e r  a s s is ta n c e . A c c o r d in g ly  H e  u r g e s th e  

C h u r c h , H is  b r id e , to  n o t f o r g e t H im  a n d  H is  c h i ld r e n , to  p a y  

th e  d e b t o f th e  d e p a r te d  a n d  to  l ib e r a te  th e  p o o r p r is o n e r s .

W e ll h a s s h e u n d e r s to o d  H im . I t i s th e  s p i r it o f th e  d iv in e  

h e a r t o f  J e s u s w h ic h  in c e s s a n t ly  u r g e s  th e  C h u r c h  to  p r a y  a n d  

b e  c o n c e r n e d  f o r th e  P o o r S o u ls . S h e  p r a y s f o r th e m  d a i ly  a t  

M a s s a t th o u s a n d s o f a l ta r s . I n  p r a y e rs , d u r in g  th e  d a y , s h e  

p le a d s in s is te n tly  f o r th e m  a n d  a lw a y s e n d s h e r s u p p l ic a t io n s  

w ith th e c r y : " A n d  m a y  th e s o u ls o f th e f a i th f u l d e p a r te d  

th r o u g h  th e  m e r c y  o f  G o d  r e s t in  p e a c e ! ”  E v e ry  S u n d a y  a t th e  

A s p e r g e s b e f o re  H ig h M a s s s h e le a d s th e f a i th f u l in  s p i r i t to  

th e  c e m e te r y to  r e m in d  th e m  o f th e  P o o r S o u ls a n d  to  o f fe r  

c o m m o n  p r a y e r f o r th e m . S h e  le ts n o  d a y  g o  b y  w ith o u t r e ­

m e m b e r in g  th e m  a f te r th e  e v e n in g  A n g e lu s  a n d  c a l l in g  to  u s in  

th e  n a m e  o f  th e  s u f f e r in g  s o u ls : T a k e  p i ty  o n  u s  a n d  a s k  G o d ’s  

m e r c y  f o r u s !

S o  m u c h  f o r  th e  s p i r i t o f th e  C h u r c h  in  h e r  l i tu r g ic a l p r a y e r s  

f o r th e  P o o r S o u ls . N o w  le t u s  c o n s id e r th e  s p i r i t o f th e  d e v o ­

t io n  i t s e l f .
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P R O M O T E S  V I R T U E

F a th e r W ill ia m  F a b e r , a s p e c ia l f r ie n d  o f th e  P o o r S o u ls ,  

c a l ls th is d e v o t io n  th e  c e n tr a l p o in t in  w h ic h  a l l C a th o l ic  d e ­

v o t io n s  u n i te . H e  s a y s  i t p r o m o te s  a l l v ir tu e s  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  th e o ­

lo g ic a l v ir tu e s , in  a n  h e r o ic  d e g r e e a n d  f u r th e rs th e  s p i r i tu a l  

l i f e  m o r e th a n  d o e s a n y  o th e r d e v o t io n .

T h is  d e v o t io n  s t r e n g th e n s  o u r f a i th  in  th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l l i f e ,  

in  th e  v ir tu e s o f th e  s a c r a m e n ts , th e  M a s s , th e  c o m m u n io n  o f  

s a in ts  a n d  th e  C h u r c h ’s p o w e r to  r e m it s in s .

I t c o n f i r m s o u r h o p e , f o r a l l o u r p r a y e r s a n d  a c t io n s f o r  

th e  s u f f e r in g  s o u ls a r e b a s e d  o n  c h i ld is h  c o n f id e n c e  in  th e f i ­

d e l i ty  o f G o d , th e  s u p e rn a tu ra l m o tiv e  o f  C h r is t ia n  h o p e . W e  

e x p e c t m e rc y f o r th e P o o r S o u ls b e c a u s e w e p r a y f o r th e m  

a n d  w e  o f f e r p r a y e rs  a n d  g o o d  w o r k s f o r th e m  b e c a u s e w e  r e ly  

c o m p le te ly  o n G o d .

T h r o u g h th is d e v o t io n w e p r a c t ic e c h a r i ty  in a n e m in e n t  

d e g r e e  b e c a u s e  w e  a s s is t th o s e  to  a t ta in  th e  h ig h e s t G o o d  w h o m  

G o d  H im s e lf lo v e s  e x c e e d in g ly , a n d  w e  d o  th is  b e c a u s e  H e  lo v e s  

th e m  a n d  b e c a u s e  w e  w is h  to  h o n o r  a n d  p r a is e  H im .

F u r th e rm o r e , w e  h o n o r  a n d  im ita te  th e  B le s s e d  V ir g in  M a r y  

a n d  th e a n g e ls a n d  s a in ts w h o s e lo v e f o r th e  s u f f e r in g  s o u ls  

i s b e y o n d  h u m a n  w o r d s . W e  a id  in  in c r e a s in g  th e  C h u r c h  t r i ­

u m p h a n t a n d  th e r e b y  th e  n u m b e r  o f  o u r  in te r c e s s o rs  w ith  G o d .  

W e  g a in  f r ie n d s  in  h e a v e n  w h o  a r e  g r a te f u l in  th e  h ig h e s t d e ­

g r e e .

A n o th e r  f r u i t  o f  th is  d e v o tio n  i s  th a t i t le a d s  u s  to  f i l l m a n y  

d u t ie s to w a r d G o d  a n d  th e  s a in ts . T h e re  i s a s im i la r i ty  h e r e  

to  in d u lg e n c e s . I n  a h u n d r e d  d if f e re n t w a y s  th e y  te n d  to w a r d  

th e  s a m e  g o a l o f c o n tr i t io n  a n d  b e t te r m e n t o f l i f e . I n  th e  d e ­
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g r e e  in  w h ic h  th e s e  a r e  a t ta in e d  th e r e  f lo w  f r o m  th e m  in n u m ­

e r a b le  g lo r io u s  a n d  b e n e f ic ia l w o r k s  o f  p ie ty .

T h is d e v o t io n , s a y s F a th e r F a b e r , “ i s s o  f u l l o f d o c tr in e ,  

a n d  e m b o d ie s  s o  m u c h  th a t i s s u p e r n a tu r a l , th a t w e  n e e d  n o t  

b e  s u r p r is e d  a t th e  in f lu e n c e  i s e x e r c is e s o v e r th e  s p i r i tu a l l i f e .  

I n  th e  f i r s t p la c e , i t i s h id d e n  w o r k  f r o m  f i r s t to  la s t . W e  d o  

n o t s e e th e  r e s u l ts , s o  th a t th e r e  i s l i t t le f o o d  f o r v a in - g lo r y ;  

n e i th e r  i s  i t  a  d e v o t io n , th e  e x e rc is e  o f  w h ic h  a p p e a r s  in  a n y  w a y  

b e f o r e th e  e y e s o f o th e r s . I t im p l ie s , m o r e o v e r , a n  u t te r ig n o r ­

in g  o f s e lf , b y  m a k in g  a w a y  w ith  o u r o w n  s a t i s f a c t io n s a n d  

in d u lg e n c e s , a n d  k e e p in g  u p  a  te n d e r  in te r e s t in  a n  o b je c t w h ic h  

d o e s  n o t d ir e c t ly  c o n c e rn  o u r s e lv e s .

“ I t i s  n o t  o n ly  f o r th e  g lo r y  o f  G o d , b u t i t i s f o r  H is  g r e a te r  

g lo r y , a n d  f o r H is s o le g lo r y . I t le a d s u s to  th in k  p u r e ly  o f  

s o u ls , w h ic h  i t i s v e ry  d if f ic u l t to  d o  in  th is m a te r ia l w o r ld ,  

a n d  to  th in k  o f  th e m , to o , s im p ly  a s s p o u s e s  o f  J e s u s . W e  th u s  

g a in  a h a b i t o f m in d  w h ic h  i s f a ta l to  th e  s p i r it o f th e  w o r ld  

a n d  to  th e  ty r a n n y  o f  h u m a n  r e s p e c t , w h ile  i t g o e s f a r to  c o u n ­

te r a c t th e  p o is o n  o f  s e lf - lo v e . T h e  in c e s s a n t th o u g h t  o f  th e  H o ly  

S o u ls k e e p s b e f o r e u s a c o n tin u a l im a g e  o f s u f f e r in g , a n d  n o t  

a m e r e ly  p a s s iv e  s u f fe r in g , b u t o f a jo y f u l c o n f o r m ity  to  th e  

w il l o f  G o d  u n d e r i t . Y e t th is  i s  th e  v e r y  g e n iu s  o f  th e  G o s p e l ,  

th e  v e r y  a tm o s p h e re  o f  h o l in e s s .”
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M E A N S  O F  P R A C T I C IN G  D E V O T I O N

T h e  m e a n s  o f a s s is t in g  th e  P o o r  S o u ls  a r e  a p t ly  s u m m a r iz e d  

b y  V e n e r a b le  B e d e  w h e n  h e  a t t r ib u te s  th e s e  w o r d s  to  a n  a n g e l :  

“ T h e  p r a y e r s  o f  th e  l iv in g , th e i r  a lm s  a n d  f a s t in g  a n d  e s p e c ia lly  

th e  c e le b r a t io n  o f M a s s e n a b le  m a n y  to  b e  l ib e r a te d  b e f o r e  th e  

d a y  o f  ju d g m e n t . ”

T h e  e x p ia to r y  v a lu e  o f th e  M a s s i s i l lu s t r a te d  b y  S t . C y r i l-  

lu s  o f  J e ru s a le m  in  th is  c o m p a r is o n : “ S u p p o s e  a  k in g  b a n is h e d  

s u b je c ts w h o  h a d  o f f e n d e d  h im , a n d  th e i r r e la t iv e s  o f f e r e d  h im  

a  c r o w n  b y  w a y  o f s a t i s fa c t io n . W o u ld  th e  s o v e r e ig n  n o t b e  

in c l in e d  to f o r g iv e th e o f f e n d e r s ? S im ila r ly , th o u g h  s in n e rs ,  

w e e n tr e a t G o d  f o r th e d e p a r te d  a n d  o f f e r H im  n o t a m e re  

c r o w n  b u t H is o n ly  b e g o t te n  s o n , J e s u s C h r is t , w h o  b le d  f o r  

o u r  a n d  th e i r s in s . S u r e ly  th e  m e r c if u l G o d  w il l b e  le n ie n t w ith  

u s  a n d  w ith  th e m .”

S t . G r e g o ry  th e G r e a t r e la te s a h a p p e n in g  w h ic h  c o n v in c e d  

h im  o f th e  g r e a t e f f e c t iv e n e s s o f th e M a s s in l ib e ra t in g  P o o r  

s o u ls . A  v a l ia n t m a n  h a d  b e e n  c a p tu r e d  a n d  ta k e n  f a r f r o m  

h is h o m e . F o r a lo n g t im e h is w if e h a d n o  n e w s o f h im .  

T h in k in g  h e  h a d  d ie d , s h e  h a d  M a s s r e a d  f o r h im  e a c h  w e e k  

F in a l ly , th e  p r is o n e r  w a s  f re e d  a n d  r e tu r n e d  h o m e . H e  to ld  h is  

f r ie n d s  th a t o n c e  e v e r y  w e e k  h is  f e t te r s  w e r e  lo o s e d  f o r  a  w h ile . 

I n v e s t ig a tio n  r e v e a le d  th a t th is h a d  o c c u r re d  a t th e  v e r y  h o u r  

o n  th e  d a y  w h e n  M a s s w a s o f f e r e d  f o r h im .

“ W h e n  M a s s i s c e le b r a te d ,”  w r o te  S t . C h r y s o s to m , o f  C o n ­

s ta n tin o p le , “ th e  a n g e ls o f h e a v e n  h a s te n to  o p e n  th e  p r is o n s  

o f  P u r g a to r y .”

B le s s e d  H e n r y  o f S u s o , a f a m o u s m o n k  a n d  p r e a c h e r , h a d  

a b e lo v e d  f r ie n d  in  h is s tu d e n t d a y s . W h e n  th e y  h a d  to  p a r t ,  
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h e  te l l s  u s , th e y  “ a g r e e d  th a t w h e n  o n e  o f th e m  d ie d , th e  s u r ­

v iv o r w o u ld  b e lo y a l to  h im  a f te r d e a th  a n d  w o u ld  c e le b r a te  

f o r h im  tw o  M a s s e s a w e e k  f o r o n e y e a r . . . S o m e th in g  o v e r  

a y e a r la te r th e  f r ie n d  d ie d , b u t h e ( H e n ry  o f S u s o ) h a d  f o r ­

g o t te n h is p r o m is e o f c e r ta in M a s s e s , a l th o u g h  h e f a ith f u l ly  

r e m e m b e re d  h is f r ie n d . W h ile  h e  m e d i ta te d  in  th e  c h a p e l o n e  

m o r n in g  h is  c h u m  a p p e a r e d  to  h im  a n d  s a id : “ O h , f r ie n d , h o w  

d is lo y a l ! H o w  y o u h a v e f o r g o t te n m e ! ’ H e r e p l ie d : ‘B u t I  

r e m e m b e r y o u  e v e ry  d a y  in m y  M a s s . ’ T h e d e a d f r ie n d  r e ­

to r te d : “ T h a t i s n o t e n o u g h . K e e p  y o u r p r o m is e  o f M a s s e s s o  

th a t th e in n o c e n t b lo o d m a y t r ic k le d o w n  a n d q u e n c h m y  

s e v e re  P u r g a to r y . T h e n  I s o o n  w il l b e  r e le a s e d ! ’ H e ( H e n r y )  

d id  s o  f a i th f u l ly  a n d  w ith  s o r r o w  f o r h is f o r g e tf u ln e s s , a n d  

th e  o th e r s o o n w a s f r e e d . ’ ’ ( D ie p e n b ro c k , c h a p . 4 5 , p . 1 2 7 ) .

B e s id e s th e  M a s s , th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t m e a n s  o f a s s is t in g  th e  

P o o r S o u ls , w e h a v e  a t o u r d is p o s a l p r a y e r , f a s tin g  a n d  a lm s  

g iv in g — in  s h o r t , a l l o u r in te r c o u r s e  w ith  G o d , w o r k s o f s e l f  

d e n ia l , p a t ie n c e  in  t r ia ls , w o r k s  o f  m e r c y , s p i r i tu a l a n d  c o r p o r a l .  

I f w e  a r e  in  th e  s ta te  o f g r a c e  a n d  u n i te  th e s e w o r k s w ith  th e  

m e r i ts  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t , th e y  h a v e  e x p ia to ry  v a lu e . W e  m a y  o f f e r  

th e s e  to  G o d  w ith  th e  p e t i t io n  th a t H e  a p p ly  th e m  to  th e  P o o r  

S o u ls  a c c o rd in g  to  h is  m e r c y  a n d  w is d o m . W e  c a n n o t d e m a n d  

th is  a p p lic a t io n , b u t w e  m a y  c o n f id e n t ly  a s k  i t , a s th e  m e rc i f u l  

G o d  h e a r s th e  p r a y e rs  o f  H is  c h i ld r e n  f o r e a c h  o th e r .

W e  c a n  n o t o n ly  o f fe r to  G o d  o u r m e r i ts o f  s a t i s fa c t io n  f o r  

th e  P o o r S o u ls , b u t w e  c a n  a ls o  b e s e e c h  H im  to  b e  m e r c if u l to  

th e m  in th e i r d ir e n e e d a n d h e lp le s s n e s s . W e c a n d o th is  

th r o u g h  a n  e ja c u la t io n  s u c h  a s “ E te r n a l r e s t g r a n t u n to  th e m ,  

O  L o r d ,”  o r  a n  O u r  F a th e r , a  R o s a ry , o r a  d e c a d e  o f  th e  b e a d s ,  

th e  O f f ic e  o f th e  D e a d , e tc . , a c c o r d in g  to  th e  t im e  a t o u r d is ­

p o s a l.

O u r s a t i s f a c to r y  m e r i ts m a y  b e o n ly  a f e w  d r o p s o f w a te r  

s p r in k le d  in to  th e  in s a t ia b le  f la m e s , b u t G o d  p la c e s a t o u r d is -  
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p o s a i a ls o  th e  m e r i ts o f C h r is t a n d  th o s e o f th e  s a in ts to  b e  

t r a n s m it te d  th r o u g h  in d u lg e n c e s  to  th e  P o o r  S o u ls .

A n d  w h o  c o u ld  d e s c r ib e  th e  h u n g e r  a n d  th i r s t o f th e  P o o r  

S o u ls  f o r th is  r e f re s h in g  a s s is ta n c e ! T h e  F a th e r s o f th e  C h u r c h  

p ic tu r e  f o r u s  a n g e ls  a t th e  a l ta r s  d ip p in g  g o ld e n  v a s e s  in to  th e  

c h a l ic e  w ith  th e  p r e c io u s b lo o d  o f C h r is t a n d  p o u r in g  i t o u t  

o v e r th e  f la m e s o f P u r g a to r y , w h e r e  e v e r y  m o m e n t s o u ls a r e  

m a d e  c le a n  a n d  w in g  th e i r  w a y  u p w a r d  to  th e  e te r n a l m a n s io n s . 

A  b e a u ti f u l b u t f e e b le p ic tu r e  o f th e  jo y  w h ic h  w e  c a n  c r e a te  

in  P u r g a to r y  b y  l ik e w is e  p o u r in g  o u t th is t r e a s u r y  o v e r th e  

s u f f e r in g  s o u ls .

“ M y  d e a r , s o n ,” s a id S t . L o u is , K in g o f F r a n c e , o n h is  

d e a th b e d , “ le t M a s s e s b e  c e le b ra te d  f o r m y  p o o r s o u l a n d  h a v e  

p r a y e r s o f f e re d  th r o u g h o u t th e  k in g d o m  a n d  le t m e  s h a re  in  

a l l y o u r  g o o d  w o r k s .”  T h u s  s p o k e  a  h o ly  m a n  a t th e  m o m e n t  

w h e n  h e e n te r e d e te r n i ty . ( H u g u e t , “ D e v o t io n to th e H o ly  

E u c h a r is t ,”  p . 3 9 0 ) .

S t . T h o m a s  o f  A c q u in  h a d  a  s is te r w h o  d ie d  w h ile  s h e  w a s  

a b b e s a t C a p a u . S h e r e p e a te d ly  a p p e a r e d to  h e r b r o th e r a n d  

a s k e d h im  to  in te rc e d e f o r h e r to  h a s te n  h e r d e l iv e r a n c e f r o m  

P u r g a to r y . L ik e w is e  S t . M a la c h y , B is h o p  o f  A r m a g h , lo s t a  b e ­

lo v e d  s is te r f o r w h o m  h e  p r a y e d  m u c h  a n d  r e a d  M a s s e s . B u t  

w h e n  h e c o n c lu d e d  th a t s h e w a s in  h e a v e n  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  

o m it te d  h is c u s to m a r y p r a y e r s f o r th e r e p o s e o f h e r s o u l , h e  

s a w  in  a  d r e a m  a  m a n  w h o  to ld  h im  th a t h is s is te r h a d  s to o d  

h u n g r y  a n d  c o m p la in in g  o u ts id e th e  c h u r c h  f o r 3 0  d a y s . S t .  

M a la c h y  r e s u m e d  h is in te r c e s s io n  a n d  a g a in  o f f e r e d  M a s s f o r  

h e r . N o w  s h e  a p p e a r e d  h e r s e l f , s t i l l in  m o u r n in g  b u t n e a r th e  

e n tr a n c e  o f  th e  c h u r c h . A f te r  c o n t in u in g  h is  p r a y e r s  a n d  M a s s ­

e s f o r  s o m e  t im e , th e  s a in t b e h e ld  h e r d r e s s e d  in  w h ite , y e t s t i l l  

d is ta n t f r o m  th e  a l ta r . A g a in  a f te r  a n o th e r p e r io d  o f in te r c e s ­

s io n f o r h e r s h e a p p e a r e d  a t h is a l ta r in  th e  m id s t o f b le s s e d  
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s p i r i t s a n d  h e  ju s tly  c o n c lu d e d  th a t n o w  s h e  h a d  e n te re d  e te r ­

n a l jo y . ( H u g u e t , 1 8 7 ) .

O f f e r in g  u p  o f H o ly  C o m m u n io n  i s l ik e w is e  m u c h  d e s i re d  

b y  th e  P o o r S o u ls , a s i t g iv e s th e m  r e lie f . P io u s a n d  e r u d i te  

L o u is B lo s iu s te l l s o f a s e r v a n t o f G o d  s e e in g  a P o o r S o u l  

w h ic h w a s w r a p p e d  in f la m e s a n d s u f f e r e d te r r ib ly  b e c a u s e  

o f lu k e w a r m n e s s in th e r e c e p t io n o f H o ly  C o m m u n io n . H e  

w a s to ld  th a t , i f h e w o u ld c o m m u n ic a te o n c e f o r th e  s o u l ’s  

in te n t io n , i t w o u ld  b e  f r e e d . H e  c o m p lie d  a n d  s o o n  b e h e ld  th e  

s o u l b r ig h te r th a n  th e  s u n  in  e te rn a l g lo r y .

E s p e c ia l ly  in s tr u c tiv e  in  th is  r e g a rd  i s  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  B le s s ­

e d  C a th e r in e  E m m e ric h . F r o m  e a r ly  y o u th  s h e  h a d  o f f e r e d  m a n y  

o f h e r p r a y e r s f o r th e  P o o r S o u ls in  P u r g a to r y , a n d , a s w e  

n o te d  p r e v io u s ly , th e y  c a m e in  la r g e n u m b e r s to  s e e k  h e r a s ­

s is ta n c e . T o  m a k e  h e r in te r c e s s io n  th r o u g h  p e n a n c e  m o r e  e f f e c ­

t iv e  s h e  k n e l t in  th e  s n o w  in  w in te r  t im e  a n d  p r a y e d  w ith  o u t-  

s tr e c h e d  a r m s u n t i l th e y  a lm o s t w e r e f r o z e n  s t i f f . S o m e t im e s  

s h e  k n e l t o n  a  s h a r p - e d g e d  p ie c e  o f  w o o d  o r s c o u r g e d  h e r s e lf .

“ W h ile  I w a s  s t i l l a  c h i ld ,”  s h e  w r i te s , “ I w a s  le d  b y  a n  u n ­

k n o w n  p e r s o n  ( p r e s u m a b ly  h e r g u a r d ia n  a n g e l) to  a  p la c e  th a t  

a p p e a r e d to  b e P u r g a to r y . I s a w  th e r e m a n y  s o u ls in  g r e a t  

a g o n y  w h o  b e g g e d  f o r m y  p r a y e rs . I w a s to u c h e d , f o r th e y  

w e r e s u c h q u ie t a n d  s a d p e r s o n s w h o s e f a c e s in d ic a te d th a t  

th e y  s t i l l h a d  jo y  in  th e ir h e a r ts  a n d  th o u g h t o f G o d 's m e r c y .  

I f e l t th a t th e y  h a d  g r e a t in te r io r p a in . I f I p r a y e d  a r d e n t ly  

f o r th e m , I h e a r d  v o ic e s w h ic h  s a id : ‘ I th a n k  y o u , I th a n k  

y o u ! ’ ”

H e r in te r c o u r s e w ith th e P o o r S o u ls w a s g u id e d b y h e r  

g u a rd ia n  a n g e l , w h o  n o t o n ly  g a v e  h e r s t r e n g th  a n d  p a t ie n c e  

a n d  c o n f id e n c e  b u t a ls o  le d  h e r th r o u g h  P u r g a to r y  s o  th a t s h e  

m ig h t s e e th e  r e l ie f s h e b r o u g h t a n d  d is t r ib u te  th e  b e n e f i t s o f  

h e r p e n a n c e  a n d  p r a y e rs .

" T h e  a n g e l ,”  s h e  w r i te s , “ e x h o r te d  m e  to  d o n a te  to  th e  P o o r
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S o u ls e v e r y  a c t o f s e l f d e n ia l a n d  p r iv a t io n . F o r th e y  c a n n o t  

h e lp  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  a r e  s o  c r u e l ly  f o r g o t te n  a n d  n e g le c te d  . . . 

I w a s  f i l le d  w ith  te r ro r  a t th e  g r o s s  n e g le c t a n d  w a s te  o f  g r a c e s ,  

w h ic h  a r e o f f e re d  in  s u c h  a b u n d a n c e th r o u g h  th e  C h u r c h  to  

m a n k in d  b u t w h ic h  a r e  s o  l i t t le  a p p r e c ia te d  w h ile  th e  s u f f e r in g  

s o u ls p in e  a w a y  in  lo n g in g  f o r th e m .”
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S T A T E  O F  G R A C E  R E Q U I R E D

W h a t i s  th e  c o n d i t io n  u n d e r w h ic h  o u r  d e v o t io n  w il l b e n e f i t  

th e  s u f f e r in g  s o u ls ? W e  m u s t b e  in  th e  s ta te  o f g r a c e , th a t i s  

f r e e f r o m  m o r ta l s in . T h e d e g r e e o f o u r m e r i t f o r th e  P o o r  

S o u ls d e p e n d s n o t o n ly  o n  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f th e w o r k  i t s e l f  

b u t a ls o  o n  th e  a r d o r o f o u r lo v e  o f  G o d  w ith  w h ic h  w e  p e r ­

f o r m  i t .

D e v o t io n  f o r th e  P o o r  S o u ls  o f te n  i s r e w a r d e d  e v e n  o n  e a r th  

in  a te m p o r a l a s w e ll a s  s p i r i tu a l m a n n e r . I n  th e  b r e v ia r y  w e  

a r e to ld  o f a n  a c t o f m e r c y  to  th e m  th a t w a s d e c is iv e f o r th e  

e n t ir e  l i f e  o f S t . P e te r D a m ia n . W h ile  a  m e re  b o y , h e  lo s t h is  

p a r e n ts  a n d  w a s  g iv e n  in  c h a r g e  o f  a  h a r d - h e a r te d  b r o th e r , w h o  

t r e a te d  h im  c r u e l ly  a n d  d e n ie d  h im  e v e n  n e c e s s a r y  c lo th in g  a n d  

f o o d . O n e d a y  P e te r f o u n d  a c o in  o f n o  v a lu e . I n  h is n e e d  

h e th o u g h t o f m a n y  th in g s to  b u y . H o w e v e r , h e r e m e m b e r e d  

th o s e p o o r e r th a n  h im s e lf a n d  g a v e th e  c o in  to  a p r ie s t a s a  

s t ip e n d  f o r a M a s s f o r th e  P o o r S o u ls . F r o m  th e n  o n  h is lo t  

c h a n g e d  c o m p le te ly . H e  w a s ta k e n  in  b y  a n o th e r b r o th e r , w h o  

w a s k in d - h e a r te d  a n d  w h o s e s o l ic i tu d e  e n a b le d  P e te r to  s tu d y  

f o r  th e  p r ie s th o o d  a n d  la te r b e c o m e  th e  g r e a t s a in t a n d  c a r d in a l .  

( H u g u e t , 1 8 2 ) .

W h ile  P e te r D a m ia n  d e r iv e d  te m p o r a l a n d  s p i r i tu a l b e n e f i t s  

in  l i f e f r o m  h is p i ty  f o r th e  P o o r  S o u ls , J o a c h im  d e  S a n c t is , a  

p h y s ic ia n  o f m o r e  m o d e rn  d a y s in  R o m e , w a s s ig n a lly  b le s s e d  

a f te r d e a th . F r o m  th e  s u f fe r in g s o f h is p a t ie n ts h e  c o n c lu d e d  

a s  to  th e  a g o n y  o f  th e  P o o r  S o u ls  a n d  d a i ly  o f f e r e d  u p  to  G o d  

f o r th e m  a l l h is  w o r k s . H e  s a id  h e  w o u ld  c o n s id e r h im s e lf f o r ­

tu n a te  i f  h e  c o u ld  g iv e  r e l ie f  to  o n ly  o n e  s u f f e r in g  s o u l b y  b e in g  

in P u r g a to r y  u n t i l th e L a s t J u d g m e n t . F o r h o u r s h e w o u ld  
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p r a y  w ith  o u ts t re c h e d a r m s . A f te r h is d e a th  h e a p p e a re d  to  

a p io u s p e r s o n a n d  a n n o u n c e d  th a t , a f te r a b r ie f d e la y b u t  

w ith o u t e n te r in g  P u r g a to r y , h e  h a d  r e a c h e d H e a v e n . A t th e  

s a m e  t im e  a n o th e r  p e r s o n  s a w  h im  in  c o m p a n y  o f  h is  g u a rd ia n  

a n g e l w h o  c le a n s e d  h im  o f  th e  r e m a in in g  s ta in s  a n d  le d  h im  to  

th e  b le s s e d .

H o w  g r a te fu l th e P o o r s o u ls a r e f o r p r a y e rs o n th e ir b e ­

h a lf , i s e v id e n t f r o m  a v is io n o f B le s s e d  M a rin a o f E s c o b a r .  

A  n o b le  la d y  f o r  a lo n g  t im e  h a d  p r a y e d  te a r f u l ly  f o r th e  s p i r ­

i tu a l w e lf a re  o f  h e r s o n .

F o r th is  in te n t io n  s h e  f in a l ly  p r o m is e d  to  a s s is t a  p o o r g ir l ,  

a n ie c e o f B le s s e d  M a r in a , to  e n te r a n A u g u s t in ia n  c o n v e n t .  

H o w e v e r , w h e n  d e a th  o v e r to o k  h e r b e f o re  s h e  c o u ld  c a r ry  o u t  

th is  r e s o lu t io n , s h e  e n tr u s te d  f u l f i l lm e n t o f h e r p r o m is e  to  h e r  

e r r in g  s o n . H e c o m p l ie d  w ith  h e r o r d e rs , b u t c o n t in u e d  h is  

d is s o lu te  l i f e  a n d  s o o n  a f te rw a r d  w a s m u r d e r e d .

M a r in a f e a r e d  f o r h is e te r n a l w e lfa r e , a n d  s o m e d a y s la te r  

s a w  h is s o u l in  to r m e n t in  P u r g a to r y . G la d  th a t h e h a d  n o t  

b e e n  c o n d e m n e d ,  s h e  a s k e d  in  s u r p r is e : “ H o w  i s i t th a t y o u  a r e  

th e r e ? ”  H e  r e p l ie d : “ A  s h o r t t im e  b e f o r e  m y  d e a th  m y  d e c e a s e d  

m o th e r a p p e a r e d  to  m e  a n d  a d m o n is h e d  m e : ‘M y  s o n , b e  r e c ­

o n c i le d  w ith  G o d , f o r y o u  a r e  a b o u t to  m e e t w ith  a  g r e a t m is ­

f o r tu n e . ’ W ith  G o d ’s g r a c e  I w a s s o r ry  f o r m y  s in s a n d  e a r n ­

e s t ly  r e s o lv e d  to  im p r o v e  m y  l i fe . M e a n w h ile  I w a s s la in  a n d  

G o d m e r c i f u l ly  s e n t m e to  P u r g a to r y , w h e r e I s u f f e r u n u t ­

te r a b le  p a in . H a v e p i ty  o n  m e .”

T h e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th is  d e v o t io n  o n  th o s e  p r a c t ic in g  i t i s i l lu s ­

t r a te d  b y  th e  l i f e  o f B le s s e d  M a r y  o f th e  A n g e ls , a  D is c a lc e d  

C a r m e l ite  n u n  w h o  d ie d  in 1 7 1 7  in  th e  C o n v e n t o f  S t . C h r is ­

t in a  in  T u r in  a n d  w a s b e a t if ie d  in 1 8 6 5 . A  n e a r r e la t iv e o f  

S t . A lo y s iu s , s h e  w a s in te n t f r o m  h e r e a r ly  y e a r s o n  p r e s e r v in g  

h e r  in n o c e n c e  a n d  h a d  f e r v e n t  d e v o t io n  to  th e  p a s s io n  o f  C h r is t .  

S h e  w a s  e a g e r  to  a s s is t th e  P o o r  S o u ls , a n d  o u r  L o r d  r e p e a te d ly  
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r e v e a le d  to  h e r th e n a tu r e a n d in te n s i ty  o f th e i r s u f f e r in g s .  

T h e y  f re q u e n t ly  a p p e a r e d  to  h e r a n d  to ld  o f  th e i r  a g o n y . H e r  

b io g r a p h y  s ta te s th a t h e r p r a y e r s a n d  w o r k s o f m o r t i f ic a t io n  

f o r th e m  w e r e  in n u m e ra b le .

T h e  f i r s t p e r s o n  to  a p p e a r to  h e r w a s S is te r I s a b e l la  o f th e  

C r o s s , w h o th a n k e d  h e r f o r h e r r e m e m b ra n c e a n d in f o rm e d  

h e r th a t s h e w o u ld  h a v e  to  s u f f e r u n t i l a b e q u e s t o f a  r e la t iv e  

w a s  c a r r ie d  o u t . S h e  r e q u e s te d  B le s s e d  M a r y  to  h a s te n  th is  a n d  

in d ic a te d  th e  v e r y  r o o m  a n d  e v e n  th e  s p o t w h e r e  th e  w il l w a s  

h id d e n . T h e  h u m b le  n u n  d id  n o t h a v e  th e  c o u r a g e  to  te l l o f  

th e  v is io n . H o w e v e r , th e  P o o r S o u l a p p e a r e d a g a in  a n d  c o n ­

ju r e d  h e r  n o t to  p r o lo n g  h e r  to r m e n t , to u c h in g  h e r f a c e  w ith  a  

g lo w in g  f in g e r a n d  le a v in g  a  b u r n t m a r k . R e la tiv e s w e r e  n o t i ­

f ie d , b u t th e y  c o u ld  n o t  lo c a te  th e  w il l . O n c e  m o r e  th e  s u f f e r in g  

s o u l v is i te d  B le s s e d  M a r y  a n d  to ld  h e r th a t th e  d o c u m e n t h a d  

f a l le n  b e h in d  a  c e r ta in  d r a w e r . T h e r e  i t w a s f o u n d .

I n  S t . T h e re s a ’s C o n v e n t in  T u r in  th e r e d ie d  in 1 6 9 2 ,  

F a th e r  J o h n  o f  th e  C r o s s , a  r e l ig io u s  w h o  h a d  s t r ic t ly  o b s e r v e d  

th e  r u le . H e , to o , a p p e a r e d  in  th e  m id s t o f f la m e s  a n d  b e g g e d  

B le s s e d  M a r y f o r a s s is ta n c e . S h e im m e d ia te ly o f f e r e d m a n y  

p r a y e r s a n d  a c ts o f  p e n a n c e  a n d  h a d  th e  jo y  o f  s e e in g  h is s o u l  

a s c e n d  in to  h e a v e n .

S h e r e a l iz e d  th a t th e M a s s o f f e r s th e g r e a te s t r e l ie f to  th e  

P o o r S o u ls . F o r th is r e a s o n  s h e g a th e r e d  a lm s f o r M a s s s t ip ­

e n d s o r m a d e v e s tm e n ts a n d  s e n t th e m  to  a p r ie s t s u g g e s t in g  

th a t in  r e tu r n  h e  o f f e r M a s s f o r th e  P o o r S o u ls . D u r in g  h e r  

la s t te r m  a s p r io re s s s h e  p r o m is e d  th e  P o o r S o u ls f iv e M a s s e s  

a  m o n th  w h ile  s h e  w a s  in  o f f ic e . H o w e v e r , th e  s is te r c o u n s e llo r  

p o in te d o u t th a t th is w o u ld  b e m o s t d if f ic u l t f o r th e p o o r  

c o n v e n t . G o d  H im s e lf p r o v id e d  th e  m e a n s a s  a n  in d ic a t io n  o f  

H is  p le a s u r e  in  th is  g r e a t c h a r i ty . T h a t s a m e  d a y  a m a n  c a m e  

to  th e  c o n v e n t a n d  le f t s t ip e n d s f o r s e v e r a l M a s s e s a c c o rd in g  

to  th e  in te n t io n  o f B le s s e d  M a r y .
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S h e w a s in  c o n s ta n t c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  P o o r S o u ls w h o  

p le a d e d  f o r h e r p r a y e r s a n d  s a c r if ic e s  in  th e ir b e h a lf . O n e  d a y  

a  P o o r  S o u l  a p p e a r e d  to  h e r  a n d  r e v e a le d  th a t i t w a s  in  g r e a t to r ­

m e n ts a s i t h a d  n o t s u f f ic ie n tly  e x p ia te d  e v i l ta lk  c o n c e r n in g  

o th e r s . M o v e d  b y  c o m p a s s io n , B le s s e d  M a r y  o f f e r e d  h e r s e l f to  

d iv in e ju s t ic e f o r th is s u f f e r in g  s o u l. S o o n  s h e w a s a f f l ic te d  

w ith  s e v e re to o th a c h e s , f e v e r a n d  c o n v u ls io n s . P h y s ic ia n s  g a v e  

h e r m e d ic in e s  a n d  a p p l ie d  p o u l tic e s w h ic h  a g g r a v a te d  h e r c o n ­

d i t io n . S h e  a p p e a r e d  a s i f c o v e r e d  w ith  le p ro s y  f r o m  h e a d  to  

f o o t . T h e  d o c to r s  a d m it te d  th a t m e d ic a l s c ie n c e  c o u ld  g iv e  h e r  

n o  a s s is ta n c e . I n  s p i te  o f a l l th e s e  s u f f e r in g s , B le s s e d  M a r y ’s  

f a c e  w a s  l ik e  t r a n s f ig u r e d  w ith  jo y . S h e  s e e m e d  to  b e  in  e c s ta s y  

a n d in l iv e ly c o n v e rs a tio n w ith s e v e r a l p e r s o n s . Q u e s t io n e d  

b y  h e r  c o n f e s s o r , s h e  e x p la in e d  th a t  th e y  w e r e  P o o r  S o u ls , w h o m  

s h e h a d  to  l ib e r a te . W h e n  s h e h a d  r e c o v e r e d  s u f f ic ie n t ly  th a t  

s h e c o u ld g o  to  H o ly  C o m m u n io n w ith  th e  o th e r n u n s , s h e  

h a d  a v is io n  in  w h ic h  s h e b e h e ld  a la r g e  n u m b e r o f f o r m e r ly  

s u f f e r in g  s o u ls a s c e n d in g  in to  h e a v e n .

T h o s e w h o  w e r e in t im a te ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  h e r s ta te d  th a t  

v ir tu a l ly  a l l h e r d e c e a s e d  a c q u a in ta n c e s c a m e to  e i th e r a s k  h e r  

in te rc e s s io n  o r to  th a n k  h e r f o r h a v in g  a id e d  th e i r l ib e r a tio n  

f r o m  th e  to r m e n ts o f P u r g a to r y . S o u ls a p p e a r e d to  h e r a t a l l  

t im e s o f th e d a y  o r n ig h t— in c h u r c h , in th e r e f e c to r y , e tc .  

S o m e t im e s th e y  w o k e  h e r a t n ig h t a n d  b e g g e d  f o r h e r p r a y e rs  

a n d  g o o d  w o r k s .

M a n y o f th e s e v is i t s w e r e a c c o m p a n ie d b y e x tr a o r d in a r y  

g r a c e s . N o w  s h e  w a s  p r iv i le g e d  to  v ie w  th e  g lo r y  to  b e  e n jo y e d  

b y  s o u ls w h o m  s h e w a s a s s is t in g . T h e n  a g a in  th e y  s t re n g th ­

e n e d  h e r in  t r ia ls , g u id e d  h e r in  d a n g e r s a n d  a d v is e d  h e r c o n ­

c e r n in g h e r s p i r i tu a l l i f e o r th e  a f f a i r s o f th e  c o n v e n t . I f th e  

s u f f e r in g s s h e h a d  a s s u m e d f o r th e m  s e e m e d u n b e a r a b le a n d  

N a tu re  c r ie d f o r c o n s id e r a t io n  th e n s h e w o u ld  s e e th e  D iv in e  

S a v io r  w h o  w a s  la d e n  w ith  a  h u g e  c r o s s  o n  H is  b le e d in g  s h o u ld -  
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e r s a n d  w h o  s a id : “ S e e , M y  d a u g h te r , w h a t I e n d u r e d  a n d  th e  

b e d  o n  w h ic h  I w a s  la id  f o r  lo v e  o f  y o u .”

T h e s e  in s ta n c e s a n d  e x p e r ie n c e s in d ic a te  w h a t a t r e m e n d o u s  

p o w e r  G o d  h a s  p la c e d  in  o u r  h a n d s  to  a s s is t th e  P o o r S o u ls b y  

e v e r y  g o o d  w o r k  in  e v e r y  s ta te  o f l i f e . W e  c a n  o f f e r u p  f o r  

th e m  a l l th e  s u f f e r in g s a n d  m e r i ts o f J e s u s C h r is t . W e c a n  

h a v e  M a s s r e a d  o r a s s is t a t i t o r th e m . W e  c a n  p r a y  a n d  d o  

p e n a n c e  f o r  th e m  a n d  o f f e r  u p  th e  e x p ia to ry  v a lu e  o f  o u r  s im p ­

le s t d a i ly  a c t io n s , d is a p p o in tm e n ts  a n d  s u f f e r in g . W e  c a n  d o n a te  

to  th e m  a lm o s t a l l in d u lg e n c e s  to  b e  g a in e d , a n d  m a n y  o f  th e s e  

a r e m o r e e a s i ly  o b ta in e d  f o r th e m  th a n  f o r o u r s e lv e s . E v e r y  

m in u te  o f th e  d a y  o r n ig h t , e v e r y c o m m o n p la c e  d u ty , e v e r y  

jo y  o r s o r r o w  w e  c a n  m a k e  a m e a n s  o f s h o r te n in g  th e  s u f f e r ­

in g s  o f  P o o r  S o u ls .

I n  d o in g  th is w e  c a n  g a in  d o u b le m e r i t f o r o u r s e lv e s . A n  

O u r F a th e r o r R o s a r y  r e c i te d  f o r th e m  b r in g s u s m o r e b le s s ­

in g  th a n  i f w e h a d  p r a y e d  w ith o u t th is in te n tio n ; a n d  G o d  

w il l h e a r u s m o r e g e n e ro u s ly  b e c a u s e o f c h a r i ty  a n d  z e a l f o r  

s o u ls . B y  a s s is t in g th e m  w e h e lp  o u r s e lv e s . B y  s h a r in g  o u r  

s p i r i tu a l m e r i ts w ith  th e m  w e  e n r ic h  o u r s e lv e s .

T h is  d e v o tio n  s t re n g th e n s o u r f a i th , c o n f i r m s  o u r h o p e  a n d  

in f la m e s o u r c h a r i ty . I t p r o m o te s a l l v ir tu e s . I t p le a s e s n o t  

o n ly  th e  P o o r S o u ls a n d  th e  s a in ts o f h e a v e n , b u t , a b o v e  a l l ,  

i t d e l ig h ts  th e  S a c re d  H e a r t o f  J e s u s  b e c a u s e  i t h a s te n s  th e  u n io n  

o f b le s s e d  s o u ls w ith  H im  in  e te r n a l g lo r y . G o d i s n o t o u t ­

d o n e  in  c h a r i ty , a n d  H e  w il l r e w a r d  s u c h  s e r v ic e a n d  c h a r i ty  

o n e  h u n d re d f o ld . J e s u s  p r o m is e d  to  r e w a r d  e v e n  a  c u p  o f  w a te r  

g iv e n  in  H is n a m e . W o u ld  H e  th e n  h a v e n o  r e w a r d  f o r th e  

g r e a t jo y  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  p r e p a r e d  n o t o n ly  f o r th e  r e d e e m e d  

s o u ls b u t a ls o  f o r a l l in  H e a v e n , f o r H is d e a r M o th e r , M a ry ,  

a n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  f o r  H is  D iv in e  H e a r t?  T r u ly , H e  w il l g r a n t u s  

a  r e w a r d  t r a n s c e n d in g  a l l h u m a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g .
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THE ΠΟίΛ SACRIFICE 

OF THE MASS

The greatest solace and surest help to the 

Poor Souls in Purgatory

I n  e v e r y n e e d  o f s o u l a n d  b o d y  f o r o u r s e lv e s a n d  

o th e rs , w e f in d  s a lv a tio n  in th e  H o ly  S a c r i f ic e  o f th e  

M a s s .

N o  o n e  k n o w s  th is  b e t te r th a n  th e  s u f f e r in g  s o u ls in  

P u r g a to r y . T h e y  lo o k  to  th e  A lta r w ith  a p i te o u s n e s s  

o f a p p e a l th a t w o u ld  m e lt o u r h e a r ts i f w e  c o u ld  s e e  

i t . T h e y  k n o w , a s w e  s h a l l s o m e  d a y  k n o w , th a t i t i s  

th e  M a s s th e y  m u s t c h ie f ly  lo o k  f o r r e s t a n d  d e l iv e r ­

a n c e .

I n ’ th e i r  h e lp le s s n e s s th e y  c r y  to  u s : " H a v e  p i ty  u p o n  

m e , a t le a ts y o u  m y  f r ie n d s , f o r th e  H a n d  o f th e  L o r d  

h a th  to u c h e d  m e .”  T o  h o n o r o u r d e a d  w e m a y  p la c e  

f lo w e r s u p o n th e i r g r a v e s , b u i ld  e a r th ly m o n u m e n ts  

to  th e i r m e m o r y , b u t n o n e  o f th e s e s h a l l b r in g  r e l ie f  

to  th e  s u f fe r in g  s o u ls . " I f  y o u  w is h  to  c o m e  to  th e  a id  

o f  y o u r d e p a r te d ” , s a y s  S t . C h r y s o s to m , " d o  s o  b y  th e  

H o ly  S a c r i f ic e  o f th e  M a s s , b y  p r a y e r a n d  a lm s d e e d s .”

M A R IA N N H I L L  M I S S I O N  M A S S  L E A G U E

E n r o l l y o u r b e lo v e d , d e p a r te d  o n e s in  th e  M a r ia n n -  

h i l l M is s io n  M a s s L e a g u e . E v e ry  d a y  u n t i l th e  e n d  o f  

t im e , th e y  w il l b e  r e m e m b e r e d  in  th e  H o ly  S a c r i f ic e  o f  

th e M a s s . E v e ry d a y th r o u g h o u t th e y e a r s to  c o m e ,  

s h a l l th e i r s o u ls  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  in  th e  p r a y e r s a n d  s p i r ­

i tu a l e x e rc is e s o f th e M a r ia n n h i l l F a th e r s , B r o th e r s ,  
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S is te r s , n a t iv e  c h i ld r e n  a n d  C h r is t ia n s in  o u r  M is s io n s .  

N o  g r e a te r g if t c a n  y o u  b e s to w  u p o n  th e m , n o  g r e a te r  

p r o v is io n s c a n y o u  m a k e  f o r y o u r s e l f a n d  y o u r lo v e d  

o n e s , th a n  b y  e n r o l lin g  th e m  in  th e  M a r ia n n h il l M is ­

s io n  M a s s L e a g u e .

A  d o n a t io n  o f  $ 1 .0 0  w il l e n r o l l o n e  m e m b e r  o f  y o u r  

f a m ily  a s a M a s s L e a g u e  m e m b e r f o r o n e  y e a r .

A  d o n a t io n  o f $ 1 0 .0 0  w il l e n r o l l o n e  m e m b e r o f  

y o u r f a m ily  a s a p e r p e tu a l M a s s L e a g u e m e m b e r , f o r  

t im e  a n d  e te r n i ty .

A  d o n a tio n  o f $ 2 5 .0 0  w il l e n r o l l y o u r e n t i r e f a m ­

i ly , a l l l iv in g  a n d  d e c e a s e d  m e m b e r s , a n d  th e  p a r e n ts  

o f b o th  s id e s , h u s b a n d s a n d  w if e s , a s p e r p e tu a l m e m  

b e r s  o f th e  M a ria n n h il l M is s io n  M a s s L e a g u e .

MARIANNHILL MISSION SOCIETY,
Post Office Box 87
Detroit, Michigan.

Rev. and dear Fathers:
I am eager to enroll my beloved deceased ones in the 

Mariannhill Mission Mass League, and enclose my offering 

of $ in full (part)
Please enroll the following as annual □  perpetual □  

member (s)
Please send the diplama (s) to:

Name_________

Address

City and State

7 7



In conformity with the decree of 

Pope Urban VIII, we declare that 

all statements regarding the vari­

ous supernatural facts related in 

this booklet, are mere private and 

personal opinions, and we by no 

means, wish to forstall the Apos­

tolic decisions.

The Publishers.
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