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g is ts k n o w  th a t G e n e s is g iv e s n o  c e r ta in  d a ta . E v e n  th e  

c a u tio u s a n d  c o n se rv a tiv e  A b b é V ig o u ro u x , in  h is Diction

naire de la Bible, s e ts d o w n  i ts c h ro n o lo g y  th u s :

C re a tio n . . .  . . . ?

D e lu g e . . . . . . ?

A b ra h a m  le a v e s U r . . 2 1 3 8 B .c .

S o  th e re  m a y  b e  g a p s in th e p a tr ia rc h a l re c o rd lo n g  

e n o u g h  to  a llo w  fo r p h y s ic a l d e g e n e ra tio n , a s w e ll a s fo r  

th e  m o ra l c o rru p tio n  o f w h ic h  w e  re a d . M o re o v e r , A rc h 

b ish o p  S h e e h a n 1 s ig n if ic a n tly  re m in d s  u s  th a t, w h ils t w e  a re  

b o u n d to b e lie v e th a t th e p re s e n t h u m a n ra c e a re a ll  

d e s c e n d e d  f ro m  A d a m  a n d  E v e , th e  C h u rc h  h a s  n e v e r  c o n 

d e m n e d  th e  o p in io n  th a t a  ra c e  o f  m e n  l iv e d  o n  th e  e a r th ,  

b u t b e c a m e e x tin c t b e fo re th e c re a tio n  o f A d a m . T h e  

C a th o lic  a p o lo g is t , a s  w e  h a v e  o f te n  p o in te d  o u t, s h o u ld  b e  

a t g re a t p a in s to  a s c e r ta in  th e  e x a c t l im its o f  re v e la tio n  in  

re g a rd  to  h u m a n  o r ig in s a n d  p r im itiv e h is to ry , fo r i t is in  

th a t d ire c tio n  th a t th e  ra tio n a lis t f in d s  i t e a s ie s t to  a d v a n c e  

to  th e  a tta c k . T h e re is ro o m  fo r a  d e ta ile d  a n d  p o p u la r  

* ' h a rm o n y  ”  b e tw e e n  th e  B o o k  o f  N a tu re  a n d  th e  B ib le  w h ic h  

o n ly  th o s e  w e ll a c q u a in te d  w ith  b o th  s h o u ld  a tte m p t. S u c h  

a  re c o n c ilia tio n  w o u ld  a t o n c e s a tis fy  th e in te lle c tu a l d e 

m a n d s  o f th e  C a th o lic  a n d  p ro v id e h im  w ith  a  n e e d e d  d e 

fe n c e  o f th e  F a ith . F o r th e  ra tio n a lis t is m o st e f fe c tu a lly  

d is c o m fite d w h e n h e f in d s th a t th e re  a re  n o  re a l g ro u n d s  

o f  c o n f lic t b e tw e e n  C h u rc h  te a c h in g  a n d  th e  a s s u re d  re s u lts  

o f s c ie n tif ic re s e a rc h .

TH É EDITO R .

N o t e . It m ust not be im plied from  the foregoing that there is any real 
dearth  of C atholic literature on  subjects involving  the reconciliation  of 

revelation  and science, but only that it is not available enough either  

for the young in their form ative years or for the C atholic. “  m an  

(or w om an) in  the street.” The inform ation  that is contained in  such  

books as that under review , Father H usslein ’s “ Evolution and  

Social Progress,” Professor W indle’s “The C hurch and Science,”  

“M oses and the Law,” edited by Father Lattey, Father G erard ’s  

"O ld R iddle” and "Essays in U n-N atural H istory," C anon de  

D orlodot’s “ D arw inism ," D r. P. L. M ills ’s “ C reation versus Evolu
tion,” and  a host of articles in  the great C atholic Encyclopedia, needs 

digesting and sim plifying for youthful consum ption, and, for popular  

use, should be presented in a carefully thought-out series of C .T.S. 
pam phlets. False and m isleading doctrines are already propagated  

in  attractive form : truth  should  be elaborated  w ith  at least equal care.

1 Apologetici and Christian Doctrine, Part II., p. 56.
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IN C EN D IUM  A M O R IS.

H A T  e m o tio n a l a rd o u rs o f a  m o re  in te n s e  ty p e  a r t  

o f te n  a tte n d e d  b y  a n  a c tu a l r is e  o f  b o d ily  te m p e ra 

tu re  m a y  b e  re g a rd e d  a s a  fa c t o f  e v e ry d a y  e x p e r i

e n c e . T h e re is n o th in g  th e re fo re p a r tic u la r ly  a s to n is h in g  

in  th e s ta te m e n ts ' w h ic h  w e s o  o f te n  e n c o u n te r in  th e  l iv e s  

o f  th e  g re a t m y stic s , to  th e  e f fe c t th a t w h e n  s o m e  tra n s p o r t  

o f  lo v e  to o k  p o s s e s s io n  o f th e ir  s o u ls  th e ir  c o u n te n a n c e s  b e 

c a m e in f la m e d , th a t th e y  c o u ld  h a rd ly  e n d u re  th e  c lo th in g  

w h ic h  s e e m e d  to  s tif le  th e m , a n d  th a t  in  th e  c o ld e s t o f  w in te r  

w e a th e r th e y  th re w  o p e n  d o o rs a n d  w in d o w s , p a n tin g  fo r  

a ir a n d  h a lf u n c o n s c io u s ly  s e e k in g  th e  s a m e  k in d  o f re lie f  

a s o u r L o rd  h a s in d ic a te d in  H is p a ra b le o f D iv e s a n d  

L a z a ru s . L e t u s b e g in  b y  ta k in g  a  fe w  w e ll-k n o w n  e x a m 

p le s . In  F a th e r  G o ld ie ’s  Story of St. Stanislaus Kostka w e  

re a d :

S t. F ra n c is d e S a le s ’ in  h is b o o k  o n  th e  L o v e  o f G o d , s a y s , 

“  S ta n is la u s  w a s s o  v io le n tly  a s s a ile d  b y  th e  lo v e  o f  O u r  S a v io u r  

a s o f te n  to  fa in t a n d  to  s u f fe r s p a sm s in  c o n s e q u e n c e , a n d  h e  

w a s o b lig e d  to  a p p ly  c lo th s d ip p e d  in  c o ld  w a te r to  h is b re a s t 

in  o rd e r to  te m p e r th e  v io le n c e o f  th e  lo v e  h e  fe lt .” O n e  d a y  

h e  w a s fo u n d  b y  h is S u p e r io r  w a lk in g  a lo n e  a t  n ig h t t im e  in  th e  

l it tle  g a rd e n  w h ic h  th e N o v itia te th e n  p o s s e s s e d , w h e n  a  v e ry  

b itte r c o ld  w in d  w a s b lo w in g , a n d  o n  b e in g  a s k e d  b y  th e  F a th e r  

R e c to r w h a t h e  w a s d o in g  th e re , h e  re p lie d  w ith  a ll s im p lic ity  

• a n d  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd n e s s , “  I a m  b u rn in g , I a m  b u rn in g ,” a s  h e  

fe lt h is h e a r t s ti l l o n  f ire w ith  th e lo v e  o f G o d , a lth o u g h  h is  

p ra y e r w a s o v e r . S te p h e n  A u g u s ti b o re  w itn e s s  to  th e  fa c t th a t  

th e S o c iu s to  th e  M a s te r o f N o v ic e s , F a th e r L e liu s S a n g u ig n i,  

h a d  o f te n  to  b a th e  h is c h e s t to  te m p e r  th e  s c o rc h in g  h e a t.1

S im ila r ly  in  th e  c a s e  o f  S t.  M a ry  M a g d a le n  d e ’ P a z z i, w h o  

w a s b o rn  in 1 5 6 6 , tw o  y e a rs  b e fo re  S t. S ta n is la u s  d ie d , w e  

a re to ld  h o w  h e r tra n sp o r ts o f lo v e tra n s fo rm e d  h e r o u t

w a rd  a p p e a ra n c e , “ fo r h e r fa c e ,”  s a y s h e r b io g ra p h e r a n d  

c o n fe s s o r, F a th e r C e p a r i, "  lo s in g  in  a  m o m e n t th e  p a le n e s s  

w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  p ro d u c e d  b y  h e r p e n a n c e s  a n d  a u s te re  re -

« The Story of St. Stanislaus Kostka, pp. 136— 137 (ed. 1893). This is based 

upon the details furnished in the Analecta Bollandiana, c. xiii., pp. 143-5· "
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l ig io u s l ife , b e c a m e g lo w in g , b e a m in g  a n d  fu ll; h e r e y e s  

s h o n e  a n d  s p a rk le d  l ik e  s ta rs , a n d  s h e  c r ie d  o u t, s a y in g , '0  

L o v e ! O  G o d  o f  L o v e ! ’ e tc .” B u t, m o re  in  p a r tic u la r , th e  

s a m e b io g ra p h e r , w h o s e s ta te m e n ts a re in  e v e ry , w a y  c o n 

f irm e d  b y  th e  d e p o s itio n s  o f  th e  w itn e ss e s  w h o  g a v e  e v id e n c e  

in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  b e a tif ic a tio n , d e c la re s  th a t:

S o m e tim e s , o v e rp o w e re d  b y  th e  e x c e s s a n d  a b u n d a n c e  o f  th is  

lo v e , s h e  s a id , “  I c a n  n o  lo n g e r  b e a r s o  m u c h  lo v e , re ta in  i t in  

T h y s e lf ;”  a n d  th ro u g h  th e  g re a t a n d  c o n s u m in g  f la m e o f th is  

D iv in e  L o v e  w h ic h  s h e  fe lt, s h e  c o u ld  f in d  n o  re s t , b u t to re  h e r  

c lo th e s , w e n t in to  th e  g a rd e n  a n d  to re  u p  th e  p la n ts , o r  w h a te v e r  

c a m e  to  h a n d . In  th e  m id s t o f  w in te r  s h e  c o u ld  n o t  b e a r  w o o lle n  

g a rm e n ts , th ro u g h  th a t f ire o f  lo v e  w h ic h  b u rn e d  in  h e r b re a s t, 

b u t c u t a n d  lo o s e n e d  h e r h a b it.

O r  a g a in :

F e e lin g  s o  g re a t a  f la m e  in  h e r  fa c e , s h e  fa n n e d  h e rs e lf  w ith  

h e r  v e il, th e n  ra n  to  th e  w e ll  a n d  d ra n k  a  q u a n tity  o f  f re s h  w a te r ,  

b a th e d  h e r  fa c e  a n d  a rm s , p o u re d  i t  in to  h e r  b o s o m ,  a n d  s o  g re a t  

w a s  th e  f la m e  w h ic h  b u rn e d  in  h e r  b re a s t th a t  e v e n  e x te rn a lly  s h e  

s e e m e d  to  c o n s u m e .1

N o t le s s re m a rk a b le w a s th e d e v o tio n a l a rd o u r o f S t. 

P h ilip  N e ri, th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  o f  b o th  th e  s a in ts  la s t n a m e d .

P h ilip  [ s a y s F a th e r B a c c i] fe lt s u c h  a  h e a t in  th e  re g io n  o f  

th e  h e a r t, th a t i t s o m e tim e s e x te n d e d  o v e r  h is w h o le  b o d y , a n d  

fo r  a ll h is a g e , th in n e s s a n d  s p a re  d ie t, in  th e  c o ld e s t d a y s o f  

w in te r i t w a s n e c e s s a ry , e v e n  in  th e  m id s t o f  th e  n ig h t, to  o p e n  

th e  w in d o w s , to  c o o l th e  b e d , to  fa n  h im  w h ile  in  b e d , a n d  in  

v a r io u s w a y s to  m o d e ra te th e  g re a t h e a t. S o m e tim e s i t q u ite  

b u rn e d  h is th ro a t, a n d  in  a ll h is  m e d ic in e s  s o m e th in g  c o o lin g

w a s g e n e ra lly  m ix e d to  re lie v e h im . C a rd in a l C re s c e n z i, o n e  

o f h is s p ir i tu a l c h ild re n , s a id  th a t s o m e tim e s  w h e n  h e  to u c h e d  

h is  h a n d , i t b u rn e d  a s if  th e  s a in t w a s  s u f fe r in g  f ro m  a  ra g in g  

fe v e r . . . E v e n  in  w in te r  h e  a lm o s t  a lw a y s  h a d  h is  c lo th e s  o p e n  

f ro m  th e  g ird le  u p w a rd s , a n d  s o m e tim e s w h e n  th e y  to ld  h im  to  

fa s te n  th e m  le s t h e  s h o u ld  d o  h im s e lf  s o m e  in ju ry , h e  u s e d  to  

s a y  h e  re a lly  c o u ld  n o t b e c a u s e o f th e  e x c e s s iv e  h e a t h e  fe lt.  

O n e  d a y , a t R o m e , w h e n  a  g re a t q u a n tity  o f  s n o w  h a d  fa lle n ,  

h e  w a s w a lk in g  in  th e  s tre e ts  w ith  h is c a s s o c k  u n b u tto n e d ; a n d  

w h e n s o m e o f h is p e n ite n ts , w h o w e re w ith  h im  w e re h a rd ly  

a b le to  e n d u re th e c o ld , h e la u g h e d  a t th e m  a n d  s a id  i t w a s  

a  s h a m e  fo r  y o u n g  m e n  to  fe e l c o ld  w h e n  o ld  m e n  d id  n o t.

■ Oratorian Translation, pp. »35—»37.

I
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E ls e w h e re th e  b io g ra p h e r re c o rd s h o w —

S o m e tim e s  in  s a y in g  o ff ic e , o r  a f te r  M a s s ,  o r  in  a n y  o th e r  s p ir itu a l  

a c tio n , s p a rk s , a s  i t w e re  o f  f ire , w e re  s e e n  to  d a r t f ro m  h is  e y e s  

a n d  f ro m  h is fa c e . T h is  in w a rd  f ire  w a s s u c h  th a t i t s o m e tim e s  
Î m a d e  h im  s w o o n , fo rc in g  h im  to  th ro w  h im se lf  o n  h is  b e d , w h e re  

h e  is s a id to  h a v e la in  o c c a s io n a lly  a  w h o le  d a y  w ith o u t a n y  
o th e r s ic k n e s s th a n  th a t o f d iv in e  lo v e . O n  o n e  o c c a s io n  i t s o  

b u rn e d  h is th ro a t th a t h e  w a s  i l l fo r  s e v e ra l d a y s .1

T h e re c a n  b e l i tt le  d o u b t th a t th e d is c o v e ry  w h ic h  w a s  

m a d e  in  th e  a u to p s y  p e rfo rm e d  a f te r S t. P h ilip 's  d e a th  m u s t  

b e  c lo se ly  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  s a m e  in te n s e  fe rv o u r  o f  d iv in e  

lo v e . D u rin g  m o re  th a n  f if ty  y e a rs  o f  h is  lo n g  l ife  h e  h a d  

s u f fe re d  f ro m  a  s tra n g e  a n d  in e x p lic a b le  p a lp ita tio n  o f th e  

h e a r t , w h ic h  w a s n o tic e d , n o t o n ly  b y  h im s e lf , b u t b y  m a n y  

o f  h is c o m p a n io n s a n d  f r ie n d s w h o m  in  th e  te n d e rn e s s o f  

h is a f fe c tio n  fo r th e ir s o u ls h e  o f te n  p re s s e d  to  h is b o s o m .  

T h e  s u rg e o n s , w h e n  th e y  o p e n e d  h is  b o d y , fo u n d  a  s w e llin g  

u n d e r h is le f t b re a s t, w h ic h  p ro v e d  to  b e  d u e  to  th e  fa c t,  

th a t tw o  o f h is r ib s  w e re  b ro k e n  a n d  th ru s t o u tw a rd s . In .  

v ie w  o f th e p o s itiv e te s tim o n y  o f th e s u rg e o n s , th e re c a n :  

b e  n o  d is p u te  th a t  . th e  in ju ry  w a s th e re  a n d  h a d  b e e n  th e re  

fo r m a n y y e a rs . H is b io g ra p h e rs s e e m  th e re fo re fu lly -  

ju s tif ie d  in  tra c in g  i t to  th a t s tra n g e  in c id e n t o f  th e  c o m in g  

to  h im  o f th e H o ly  G h o s t in - 1 5 4 4  u n d e r th e  g u is e o f a  

g lo b e  o f  f ire . “  T h e re u p o n ,”  w e  a re  to ld , “  h e  w a s  s u d d e n ly  

s u rp r is e d  b y  s u c h  a n  a rd o u r  o f  lo v e  th a t, u n a b le  to  b e a r i t ,  

h e  th re w  h im s e lf  d o w n  u p o n  th e  g ro u n d , a n d , l ik e  o n e  try in g  

to  c o o l h im s e lf , b a re d  h is  b re a s t, to  te m p e r  in  s o m e  m e a s u re : 

th e  f la m e  w h ic h  h e  fe lt.” C e r ta in  i t  is  in  a n y  c a s e  th a t f ro m ;  

th a t t im e fo r th  h is b o d y  w a s l ia b le  in  m o m e n ts o f d e e p  

e m o tio n a l fe e lin g  to  tre m b le  c o n v u ls iv e ly ·  w ith  in te n s e  p a l

p ita tio n s , w h ile h e  b e c a m e  c o n s c io u s : o f th e  p re s e n c e o f a  

s w e llin g  o n  th e  le f t b re a s t, th e  s iz e  o f  a  m a n ’s  f is t. T h is  h e  

re ta in e d  fo r  a ll th e  re s t o f  h is  l ife .* I t  is  c u r io u s  th a t a  d is 

p la c e m e n t o f th e  r ib s , s im ila r in  c a u s e a n d  c h a ra c te r , b u t  

a p p a re n tly  le ss  in  d e g re e , is  re c o rd e d  in  th e  c a s e  o f  S t. P a u l  

o f  th e  C ro s s , th e  fo u n d e r  o f  th e  P a s s io n is ts , w h o  l iv e d  tw o  

c e n tu r ie s la te r . A n  e v e n  m o re  s tr ik in g  m o d e m  e x a m p le  is

« Bacci, Life of St. Philip Neri, edited by Father Antrobus (1902), Vol. I.,, 

pp. 26, 141.
* The fullest account of the autopsy will be found in the Life by Father 

Gallonio, St. Philip's intimate friend and disciple. See AA. SS. May, vi., 5to. 
Capecciatro (Eng. Trans. II., 463) and the Bollandists do not quite agree as 
to the names of the surgeons. But the medical testimony given on oath seems 
to have been submitted in the process of Beatification. Several of the Oratorian 
Fathers were also present at the autopsy.

'X
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th a t o f  G e m m a  G a lg a n i {Life, p p . 2 5 9 , 3 5 2 , 4 2 3 ) , w h o  d ie d  

a t L u c c a  in 1 9 0 3 .

N e v e r th e le ss , s u c h  p h y s ic a l m a n ife s ta tio n s  a s  th e se , h o w 

e v e r w o n d e rfu l in  th e m se lv e s , c a n  h a rd ly  b e re g a rd e d a s  

w itn e s s in g  to  a n y  a b n o rm a l in c re a se  o f th e  te m p e ra tu re  o f  

th e  b o d y . S o  lo n g  a s w e h a v e  n o  e v id e n c e  o f  a  m o re  o b 

je c tiv e  k in d  th a n  th e  m y s tic ’s lo n g in g  fo r f re s h  a ir o r c o o l 

w a te r , o r h is s ta te m e n t th a t h e is s u f fe r in g  f ro m  a  s e n s a 

t io n o f s u f fo c a tio n a n d b u rn in g  h e a t, th e re o b v io u s ly is  

n o th in g  w h ic h  ta k e s u s b e y o n d  th e  ra n g e  o f  th e  s y m p to m ^  

w h ic h  m a y  b e  o b s e rv e d  in  a n y  h o s p ita l fe v e r -w a rd . N o n e  

th e  le ss , th e c la im  is m a d e in  m a n y  h a g io g ra p h ic a l w rit

in g s th a t p h e n o m e n a  d o  o c c a s io n a lly  o c c u r fo r w h ic h n o  

p a ra lle l c a n  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  p a th o lo g ic a l re c o rd s  k n o w n  to  

m e d ic a l s c ie n c e . I h a v e  h e a rd  i t s ta te d , fo r  e x a m p le , th a t  

in  th e  c a s e  o f  P a d re  P io  d a  P ie tre lc in a , th e  y o u n g  C a p u c h in  

p r ie s t  o f  F o g g ia , w h o  is  m a rk e d  w ith  th e  s tig m a ta , th e  c lin i

c a l th e rm o m e te r u s e d  b y  h is d o c to r in  v is it in g  h im  p ro fe s 

s io n a lly  h a s o n  m o re th a n o n e o c c a s io n b e e n u n a b le to  

re g is te r  th e  h ig h  te m p e ra tu re  o f  th e  p a tie n t,  a n d  h a s  c o n s e 

q u e n tly  b e e n  b ro k e n  b y  th e  u n p re c e d e n te d  e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  

m e rc u ry  w ith in . T h e  s a m e a lle g a tio n  h a s  a ls o  b e e n  m a d e  

to  m e , b y  p e rso n s  w h o  s e e m e d  to  b e  w e ll in fo rm e d , in  c o n 

n e c tio n  w ith  a n o th e r m o d e rn  m y s tic . B u t in  n e ith e r c a s e  

h a v e I a u th o r ity  w h ic h  I c o u ld  q u o te in  p r in t. In  e a r lie r  

a g e s , o f c o u rs e , th e re  w e re n o  c lin ic a l th e rm o m e te rs , a n d  

th e  o n ly  p ro o fs w h ic h  c a n  b e  o ffe re d  in  e v id e n c e  a re  o f  a  

m u c h  ru d e r  d e s c r ip tio n . S til l , s o m e  s u c h  te s ts  a re  re c o rd e d  

in  h a g io g ra p h ic a l l i te ra tu re , a n d  th e a u th e n tic ity  o f th e s e  

a lle g e d  e x a m p le s a f fo rd s in te re s tin g  m a tte r fo r d isc u s s io n .

P ro b a b ly  th e  b e s t-k n o w n  c a s e  is th a t o f  S t. C a th e r in e  o f  

G e n o a , w h ic h , th a n k s in  la rg e  m e a s u re to  th e  v e ry  le a rn e d  

a n d  p a in s ta k in g  s tu d y  o f  B a ro n  F r ie d ric h  v o n  H iig e l, h a s  

b e e n b ro u g h t to  th e n o tic e o f m a n y  E n g lis h  re a d e rs fo r  

w h o m  th e  o rd in a ry  S a in t ’s  L ife  o ffe rs l i t tle  a ttra c tio n . S t.  

C a th e r in e  w a s a  m y s tic  o f th e  s e ra p h ic ty p e , a n d  p e rh a p s  

n o th in g  m o re  b e a u tifu l h a s  e v e r  b e e n  p r in te d  a b o u t th e  lo v e  

o f  G o d  th a n  is to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  u tte ra n c e s  a n d  w ritin g s  

a ttr ib u te d  to  th is  n o b le  G e n o e s e  m a tro n . A s su m in g  fo r th e  

m o m e n t th e  a u th e n tic ity  o f  th e  w h o le c o n te n t o f  th e  Vita e 

Dot trina di Santa Caterina da Genova, w h ic h  w a s  f ir s t p u b 

l ish e d  in 1 5 5 1 , w e  f in d  th a t th e  b o o k  a b o u n d s in re fe r 

e n c e s to th e e x tra o rd in a ry p h y s ic a l s ta te in to w h ic h
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C a th e r in e  w a s f re q u e n tly  th ro w n  b y  th e  in te n s ity  o f  h e r  c o n 

s u m in g  lo v e . Q u ite a t th e b e g in n in g , a n d  in  re fe re n c e to  

h e r “ g re a t fa s ts ,” w h ic h  la s te d  f ro m  1 4 7 6  to 1 4 9 9 , i t is  

s ta te d  th a t, fo r tw e n ty - th re e  le n ts a n d  a s  m a n y  a d v e n ts , th e  

S a in t to o k  n o s o lid  fo o d  a t a ll, b u t o c c a s io n a lly d ra n k  a  

g la ss fu l o f a  b e v e ra g e  c o m p o u n d e d  o f w a te r , v in e g a r a n d  

p o u n d e d  s a lt.

W h e n  s h e  d ra n k  th is m ix tu re  i t s e e m e d  a s  if  i t w e re  th ro w n  

u p o n  a  re d -h o t f la g -s to n e  a n d  th a t i t w a s a t o n c e  d r ie d  u p  in  

th e  g re a t f ire  w h ic h  w a s b u rn in g  w ith in  h e r . A n  a s to u n d in g  a n d  

u n h e a rd  o f th in g ! F o r n o  d ig e s tio n , h o w e v e r h e a lth y , c o u ld  

b e a r a  d r in k  o f th is  k in d  fa s tin g , b u t s h e  d e c la re d  th a t th e  in 

te r io r s w e e tn e s s s h e e x p e r ie n c e d  w a s s o g re a t th a t e v e n  th is  

u n p a la ta b le b e v e ra g e g a v e re f re s h m e n t to  h e r b o d y . 1

I o m it c h a n c e  re fe re n c e s w h ic h s e e m  to  p o in t to  s o m e  

s im ila r  s ta te  o f  s u f fe r in g  w h ic h  re c u rre d  a t in te rv a ls d u r in g  

th e  in te rv e n in g  y e a rs . W h a t is c e r ta in  is th a t in  h e r la s t  

s ic k n e s s , w h ic h  c o n tin u e d  f ro m  J a n u a ry  to  S e p te m b e r , 1 5 1 0 ,  

s h e w a s o v e r a n d  o v e r a g a in th e v ic tim  o f s e n s a tio n s o f  

in te n s e b u rn in g . F o r e x a m p le :

O n  o n e  d a y  s h e w a s s ta b b e d  w ith  a s til l s h a rp e r a r ro w  o f  

th e  d iv in e lo v e . . T h e  w o u n d  (jeritd) w a s s o  p o ig n a n t th a t  

s h e  lo s t s p e e c h  a n d  s ig h t, a n d  a b o d e  in  th is  m a n n e r  s o m e  th re e  

h o u rs . . . . S h e  m a d e  s ig n s w ith  h e r  h a n d s  o f  fe e lin g  a s  if  i t  

w e re  re d -h o t p in c e rs  a tta c k in g  h e r  h e a r t a n d  o th e r  in te r io r  p a r ts .

L a te r o n ' th e re  w a s a  d a y  w h e n  s h e  s u f fe re d  s u c h  a n  in te n s ity  

o f b u rn in g th a t i t w a s im p o ss ib le to  k e e p h e r in b e d . S h e  

s e e m e d  l ik e a  c re a tu re  p la c e d  in  a  g re a t f la m e  o f  f ire , s o  m u c h  

s o th a t h u m a n  e y e s c o u ld  n o t e n d u re th e s p e c ta c le  o f s u c h  a  

m a rty rd o m ^ T h is a n g u is h la s te d  a  w h o le d a y  a n d  n ig h t a n d  

i t w a s im p o s s ib le to - to u c h  h e r s k in  b e c a u s e o f th e  a c u te  p a in  

w h ic h  s h e fe lt f ro m  a n y  s u c h  to u c h .*

B u t th is  w a s  b y  n o  m e a n s a ll . W e  a re  to ld  a  l it tle  la te r  

o f  a n o th e r a tta c k (assalto)—

T h is w a s s o  v io le n t th a t h e r w h o le  f ra m e  s e e m e d  to  b e  in  a  

tre m b le , e s p e c ia lly h e r r ig h t s h o u ld e r (w h ic h a p p e a re d a s  

th o u g h s e v e re d  f ro m  h e r b o d y , a n d  s im ila r ly  o n e r ib  s e e m e d  

to  b e fo rc e d  o u t o f i ts p la c e  w ith  s o  m u c h  p a in , a n g u is h  a n d  

ra c k in g o f m u s c le s a n d  b o n e s , th a t i t w a s a  te rr ib le  th in g  to

« Vila e Dottrina, Genova, 1847, pp. 10— II.
» /bid., p. j52. No one who recalls the details given in one at toy Stig

matization articles regarding Domenica Lazzari (see Th e Mo n t h , Oct. 1919. 

pp __ 29$) can fail to note the many points of resemblance between her

case and that of St. Catherine.
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5 4 0 SOME PHYSICAL PHENOMENA OF MYSTICISM 

lo o k  u p o n , a n d  i t s e e m e d  im p o s s ib le th a t a  h u m a n  b o d y  c o u ld  

e n d u re  i t)  Λ

T h e  w o rd s  w h ic h  I  h a v e  e n c lo s e d  in  b ra c k e ts  a re  re g a rd e d  

b y  B a ro n v o n  H ü g e l a s n o t fo rm in g  p a r t o f th e  p r im itiv e  

te x t o f th e Vita, in  s p ite o f th e  fa c t— s o a t le a s t I in fe r  

f ro m  h im — th a t th e y  a re  fo u n d  in  th e  m a n u sc r ip ts a s w e ll 

a s in th e f ir s t p r in te d  e d itio n o f 1 5 5 1 . H e a s s e r ts , in  

re g a rd  b o th  o f  th e  a lle g e d  in ju ry  to  th e  s h o u ld e r  a n d  th e  d is 

p la c e d  r ib , th a t th e s e d e ta ils “ h a v e p re c is e ly th e s a m e  

‘ c o lo u r , ’ a n d  n o  d o u b t p ro c e e d  f ro m  th e  s a m e  c o n trib u to r , 

a s th e lo n g e r p a s sa g e re la tiv e to  h e r s u p p o s e d  s tig m a tiz a 

t io n , a b s e n t f ro m  a ll th e M S S ., b u t g iv e n  in  th e p r in te d  

Vita on th e  a u th o r ity  o f A rg e n tin a .” 2 I t re q u ire s , I th in k ,  

a  v e ry  ro b u s t s c e p tic to  re je c t n o w a d a y s th e  -possibility o f  

th e p h e n o m e n a  o f s tig m a tiz a tio n , a n d  s o m e in ju ry  to th e  

s h o u ld e r is  o f  f re q u e n t o c c u rre n c e  in  th e  c a s e  o f  s tig m a tiz e d  

p e rs o n s . T o  ta k e b u t a  s in g le e x a m p le , th e  post mortem 

e x a m in a tio n  o f th e b o d y  o f S t. V e ro n ic a G iu lia n i a tte s te d  

th e  e x is te n c e  o f “ a  v e ry  c o n s id e ra b le  c u rv a tu re  o f  th e  r ig h t  

s h o u ld e r , w h ic h  b e n t th e  v e ry  b o n e  ju s t a s  th e  w e ig h t o f a  

h e a v y  c ro s s m ig h t h a v e  d o n e .” T h e  s u rg e o n , G e n tili , w h o  

p e rfo rm e d  th e  a u to p s y , s ta te d  in  h is s w o rn  d e p o s itio n  th a t  

“ if  th is c u rv a tu re h a d  o c c u rre d  b y  n a tu ra l m e a n s  i t w o u ld  

h a v e  p re v e n te d  h e r  m o v in g  h e r a rm , b u t I h a v e  m y s e lf  f re 

q u e n tly s e e n S is te r V e ro n ic a d u r in g  h e r la s t i l ln e s s m o v e  

h e r  r ig h t a rm  w ith o u t th e  le a s t d if f ic u lty .” » B u t w h a te v e r  

w e  m a y  th in k  o f  th e  in fe re n c e  th u s d ra w n , th e re  c a n  b e  n o  

re a s o n a b le d o u b t o f th e  fa c t th a t s o m e e x tra o rd in a ry d e 

f le c tio n  o f  S t. V e ro n ic a ’s r ig h t s h o u ld e r w a s o b s e rv a b le , to 

g e th e r  w ith  th e  m a rk s  o f  th e  f iv e  w o u n d s , w h e n  h e r  b o d y  w a s  

e x a m in e d  o n J u ly 1 0 , 1 7 2 7 , th ir ty - fo u r h o u rs a f te r h e r  

d e a th . N o w  th e  Vita e Dottrina, a s  w e  h a v e  i t, w a s  a c tu a lly  

p r in te d  in  1 5 5 1 , s o  th a t s u c h  p re c e d e n ts  a s  S t.  P h ilip  N e ri 's  

d is p la c e d  r ib s , a n d  S t. V e ro n ic a G iu lia n i ’s f le x e d c la v ic le  

c o u ld  n o t p o s s ib ly  h a v e  b e e n  k n o w n  to  th e  c o m p ile rs . C o n s e 

q u e n tly  i t s e e m s , in  m y  ju d g m e n t, m u c h  s a n e r to  s u p p o s e  

th a t th e s e  a d d itio n a l d e ta ils , if  a d d itio n s  th e y  w e re , a re  d e 

r iv e d  f ro m  A rg e n tin a ’s fa ith fu l m e m o ry o f w h a t h e r e y e s

* Vita e Dottrina, p. 154. Una costa levata dalP altre are the words of 
the original.

* The Mystical Element of Religion, I., 197, note.

x Salvatori, Life of St. Veronica Giuliani (Eng. Trans.), p. 163. This 
biography is based upon the evidence given in the process of Beatification, and 
its statements of fact may be regarded as trustworthy.
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a c tu a lly  s a w  in  S t. C a th e r in e ’s la s t i l ln e s s , th a n  to  a ttr ib u te  

th e m  to  th e  fe rv id  im a g in a tio n s o f  ir re sp o n s ib le  p a n e g y r is ts .

B u t th e m o s t c u r io u s a n d  in te re s tin g  re c o rd  o f th e in 

te rn a l  c o n f la g ra tio n  b y  w h ic h  th e  la s t  re m n a n ts  o f  C a th e r in e ’s  

v ita lity  w e re  c o n s u m e d  h a s s ti ll to  b e  n o tic e d . O n  A u g u s t  

2 8  th , w h e n  th e  tra g e d y  o f s u f fe r in g  b e g a n  to  n e a r i ts e n d ,  

s h e w a s a g a in  a ll o n  f ire . S h e c r ie d  a lo u d  th a t “  a ll th e  

w a te r w h ic h  th e  w o rld  c o n ta in s c o u ld  n o t g iv e  m e  th e  le a s t 

re f re sh m e n t.” L a te r  h e r  to n g u e  a n d  l ip s  b e c a m e  s o  p a rc h e d  

w ith  th e  b u rn in g  h e a t w ith in  th a t s h e  c o u ld  n o t  m o v e  th e m  

o r s p e a k . A t s u c h  t im e s , if a n y o n e to u c h e d  a  h a ir o f  h e r  

h e a d , o r e v e n  th e  e d g e  o f th e  b e d , o r th e  b e d c lo th e s , s h e  

w o u ld  s c re a m  a s if s h e  h a d  b e e n s ta b b e d . H e r c o n fe ss o r  

s o m e tim e s h e s ita te d  to  b r in g  h e r C o m m u n io n in  th is s ta te ,  

fo r s h e  c o u ld  s w a llo w  n o th in g , n e ith e r  fo o d  o r  d r in k , “ b u t,  

w ith  a  jo y o u s fa c e , s h e  w o u ld  m a k e  h im  a  s ig n  th a t s h e  w a s  

n o t a f ra id , a n d  th e n , w h e n  s h e  h a d  re c e iv e d , s h e  re m a in e d  

w ith h e r c o u n te n a n c e g lo w in g a n d ro s y , l ik e th a t o f a  

S e ra p h ,” 1

A n  e x p la n a tio n  o f  a ll th is  s u f fe r in g  w a s  a f te rw a rd s  g iv e n  

b y h e r d e v o te d h a n d m a id , A rg e n tin a , w h o d e c la re d th a t  

C a th e r in e h a d  p re d ic te d  i t b e fo re i t c a m e a b o u t, a n d  h a d  

c o n f id e d  to  h e r th a t b e fo re h e r d e a th  s h e  w a s d e s tin e d  to  

e n d u re th e s u f fe r in g s o f o u r L o rd ’s P a s s io n , to g e th e r w ith  

th e  a n g u is h  o f  th e  f iv e  w o u n d s ( th e  S tig m a ta ) , a t  le a s t in 

te r io r ly , o n  a c c o u n t o f  th e  g re a t lo v e  s h e  b o re  to  h e r  S a v io u r  

a n d  h e r d e s ire  to  re s e m b le  H im  in  a ll th in g s . 2

N o n e th e  le s s , i t is a d d e d  th a t C a th e r in e  n e v e r a llo w e d  

a  w o rd  to  e s c a p e  h e r  in  p u b lic  w h ic h  c o u ld  th ro w  l ig h t u p o n  

th e  c a u s e  o f th e s e  to rm e n ts  a n d  b e tra y  th e ir e n tire ly  s u p e r 

n a tu ra l c h a ra c te r .® W h e n  A rg e n tin a  a ls o  b e a rs  w itn e s s  th a t  

h e r m is tre s s , th ro w in g  o u t h e r a rm s in  th e  fo rm  o f  a  c ro s s ,  

p re s e n te d  th e  c o u n te rp a r t o f h e r c ru c if ie d  S a v io u r , o n e  o f  

h e r a rm s b e in g  s tre tc h e d  m o re  th a n  f iv e in c h e s  b e y o n d  i ts  

n a tu ra l le n g th ,1 I m u s t c o n fe s s th a t th is d e ta il , in s te a d  o f  

d is c re d itin g  h e r s ta te m e n t, a s  B a ro n  v o n  H ü g e l d e c la re s  i t  

to  d o , s e e m s to  m e  to  s u p p ly  a  n o ta b le  c o n f irm a tio n  o f  th e  

g e n e ra l tru s tw o r th in e s s  o f  o u r  w itn e s s . C e r ta in  i t is , in  a n y ,

I
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« Vila t Dottrina, p, i66.

’ ibid. pp. 167— 168,
3 Ibid. p. 168. " Giammai disse pure una parola donde si prodecessero 

tante pene."
* Ibid. “ Ebbe (Caterina) grandissima pena ad un braccio, di tal sorte 

che si allungô più di mezzo palmo del solito.”
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5 4 2 SOME PHYSICAL PHENOMENA OF MYSTICISM

c a s e , th a t w h e n  th e  B le s se d  S te fa n a  Q u in z a n i  in  1 4 9 7  re p re 

s e n te d  in  e c s ta sy  th e  in c id e n ts  o f th e  P a s s io n  o f o u r  L o rd ,  

h e r le f t a rm  in  th e c ru c if ix io n  s c e n e w a s “ s tre tc h e d  c o n 

s id e ra b ly  b e y o n d  i ts n a tu ra l le n g th  ” (ass ai so fir a la lunga- 

gine sua naturale1). I f  A rg e n tin a  was ro m a n c in g , i t is e x 

tra o rd in a ry  th a t s h e  s h o u ld  h a v e  e m b e llis h e d  h e r  s to ry  w ith  

ju s t th o s e s tr ik in g  fe a tu re s fo y  w h ic h  p a ra lle ls , a tte s te d  b y  

th e  b e s t o f e v id e n c e , c a n  b e fo u n d  in  th e c a s e o f o th e r  

m y s tic s . N o d o u b t i t m a y  b e s a id  th a t A rg e n tin a  m ig h t  

e a s ily  h a v e re a d  o r h e a rd  a n  a c c o u n t o f B le s s e d S te fa n a  

Q u in z a n i ’s  e c s ta s ie s  w h ic h  to o k  p la c e  in  1 4 9 7 . T h is  is  tru e ,  

b u t i t is m u c h  m o re  l ik e ly  th a t th e  s to ry  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  

k n o w n  to  a n  e d u c a te d  la d y  l ik e  h e r  m is tre ss , S t. C a th e r in e , 

a n d  in  th a t c a s e  i t is q u ite  c o n c e iv a b le  th a t th e  im p re s s io n  

m a d e u p o n  C a th e r in e ’s m in d  m a y  h a v e  c o n tr ib u te d  to  p ro 

d u c e th e s a m e p h y s ic a l p h e n o m e n o n  in  h e r o w n m y s tic a l  

tra n sp o r ts .

D u rin g  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  S a in t's  la s t  i lln e s s , a n d  e s p e c ia lly  

in  i ts c lo s in g  p h a s e s , th e s e  lo n g -p ro tra c te d  s e iz u re s , c h a ra c 

te r iz e d  b y  a  s e n sa tio n  o f  in te n se  b u rn in g  (juoco), a re  a  c o n 

s ta n tly  re c u rr in g fe a tu re . In  p a r tic u la r , th e p r in te d Vita 

re c o rd s  tw o  s p e c ia l  o c c a s io n s  w h e n  m a te r ia l  p ro o f  w a s  g iv e n  

o f th e in te n s ity  o f th e  h e a t d e v e lo p e d . L e t m e  c o p y  th e  

f ir s t in  B a ro n  v o n  H iig e l ’s  tra n s la tio n :

In  p ro o f th a t th is  h o ly  w o m a n  b o re  th e  s tig m a ta  in te rio r ly , a  

la rg e s ilv e r c u p w a s o rd e re d  to b e b ro u g h t in , w h ic h h a d a  

v e ry  h ig h  s ta n d in g  s a u c e r ; th e  c u p  w a s fu ll o f  c o ld  w a te r fo r  

re f re s h in g h e r h a n d s , in  th e p a lm s o f w h ic h , b e c a u se  o f th e  

g re a t f ire th a t b u rn e d  w ith in  h e r , s h e  fe lt in to le ra b le  p a in . A n d  

o n  p u ttin g  h e r h a n d s in to  i t , th e  w a te r b e c a m e  s o  b o ilin g  th a t  

th e  c u p  a n d  th e v e ry  s a u c e r w e re  g re a tly  h e a te d .*

O n e  is c o n s c io u s o f  a  c e r ta in  te m e r ity  in  d if fe r in g  f ro m  

a n  a u th o r ity  w h o h a s d e v o te d  s o  m u c h  t im e  a n d  s o  m u c h  

le a rn in g  to  th e  e lu c id a tio n  o f  h is s u b je c t; m o re o v e r , I c a n  

m a k e  n o  c la im  to  a n y  e x p e r t k n o w le d g e  o f  I ta lia n . N e v e r 

th e le ss , I f in d  i t h a rd  to  a c c e p t th e  B a ro n ’s re n d e r in g  o f  

th is p a s s a g e , a n d  s til l m o re h is re je c tio n  o f  th e  w h o le in 

c id e n t a s u n h is to r ic a l. T o b e g in w ith , th e “  la rg e  s ilv e r

» See a paper of mine in the Proceedings of the S.P.R., Vol. XXXII., p. 196; 
and cf. the account I have given of the elongations of the Ven. Veronica 
Laparelli in Journal S.P.R., Vol. XIX. (1919), pp. $t seq. The phenomena 
in Blessed Stêfana ’s case were attested by the signed and sealed declaration of 
twenty-one eye-witnesses.

• The Mystical Element of Religion, I., 452. The original Italian occurs 
in the Vita e Dottrina (ed. Genova, 1847), p. 167.
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'· c u p ” (gran tazza d'argento} w a s s u re ly  a  s ta n d in g  c u p  w ith  

i a  s te m  a n d  a  s h a llo w  b o w l, m o re  o r  le s s  l ik e  a n  e x a g g e ra te d  

i champagne, g la s s in  fo rm , th o u g h  p ro b a b ly  th e s te m  w a s  

‘ s h o r te r in p ro p o r tio n . C u p s a n d  s a u c e rs w e re n o t k n o w n  

i j in  E u ro p e u n til lo n g  a f te rw a rd s , a n d , in  a n y  c a s e , th e re  is  

ί n o  m e n tio n  o f  a  ”  s a u c e r ,”  b u t s im p ly ,  o f  th e  pie de della tazza, 
1 th e  s te m  o r  p e d e s ta l o f  th e  c u p . A n y o n e  w h o  le a v e s  a  s ilv e r  

s p o o n  in  a  c u p  o f  h o t te a  is  a p t to  d is c o v e r  w ith  a  s ta r t th a t  

s ilv e r is a n  e x c e lle n t c o n d u c to r o f h e a t. I t s e e m s to  m e

j n a tu ra l to  s u p p o s e  th a t A rg e n tin a  m a d e  a  s im ila r  d is c o v e ry .

S h e  h a d  c a r r ie d  th e  c u p  in  b y  i ts  p e d e s ta l fu ll  o f  th e  c o o le s t is

w a te r s h e c o u ld  p ro c u re . A fte r S t. C a th e r in e h a d  b a th e d

h e r  h a n d s A rg e n tin a  c a m e  to  re m o v e  i t a n d  th e  s te m  b u rn e d . μ

i h e r w h e n  s h e  to u c h e d  i t . S u c h  a n  in c id e n t is  l ik e ly  to  h a v e  b i

$ im p re s s e d  i ts e lf u p o n  h e r m e m o ry , a n d  th e  u s e  o f  th e  w o rd  ;= ■

s bollente (b o ilin g ) is o n ly  a  v e ry  n a tu ra l e x a g g e ra tio n . S h e
j w a s  s u rp r is e d  to  f in d  th a t th e  s te m  h a d  b e c o m e  u n p le a s a n tly  is

* h o t. . p ;

; B e tw e e n  th e 1 3 th  o f  S e p te m b e r a n d  th e 1 5 th , o n  w h ic h  h ;

. / la s t d a y s h e d ie d , C a th e r in e lo s t im m e n s e q u a n tit ie s o f  H i

b lo o d . T h e te m p e ra tu re o f th is d is c h a rg e , w e a re  to ld  in  p ;

» th e Vita, w a s s u c h  th a t (1 ) i t h e a te d  th e  v e s s e ls in  w h ic h  p

j i t  w a s c a u g h t; (2 ) i t s c a ld e d  h e r  f le sh  w h e re v e r  i t to u c h e d -  fe

j i t, s o  th a t th e  p la c e s  h a d  to  b e  c o o le d  w ith  ro s e -w a te r ; (3 )

? b e in g  o n  o n e o c c a s io n  re c e iv e d  in  a s ilv e r c u p , i t h e a te d  $

th e  b a s e  o f th e  c u p  a n d  le f t a  m a rk  w h ic h  c o u ld  n e v e r b e  jfe

1 w a s h e d  o u t.1 B a ro n  v o n  H iig e l c o m m e n ts th a t o n ly  th e  f ir s t  ip
I o f  th e s e  o b s e rv a tio n s is to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  m a n u s c r ip ts , a n d  k ;

■j th a t “ p u re ly  s e c o n d a ry , p h y s ic a l m a tte rs a re th u s , w ith  a

j s h o r t-s ig h te d  g o o d  fa ith  a n d  a d m ira tio n , e a g e r ly  u tiliz e d  to  S

Î n a tu ra liz e  a n d  o b s c u re a  s o a r in g ly  s p ir itu a l p e rs o n a lity .” 2  ? ?

; N o  d o u b t i t is tru e  th a t th e s e  p h y s ic a l m a tte rs a re  “  p u re ly  ;  j

s e c o n d a ry” ; b u t a f te r  a ll, fo r  o u r  p re s e n t in q u iry , th e  q u e s -  |· 'ί

* t io n  is , I s  th e  s ta te m e n t a c c u ra te ? I f  th e s e  th in g s  d id  h a p -  i ,

i p e n  th e y  w e re w o rth  re c o rd in g , a n d  w h ile  I a g re e  th a t th e  v  ;
\ e v id e n c e  ta k e n  b y  i tse lf  is n o t c o n c lu s iv e , w e  c a n n o t ig n o re  | s

i th e  p re c ise ly  s im ila r d e c la ra tio n s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  b y  jr

■ e y e -w itn e s se s in  th e  c a s e o f  o th e r m y s tic s .  h  ;

« Vita e Dottrina, p. 172.
* The Mystical Element of Religion,!., 214. Without disputing the possi-

, bility and even the likelihood, of subsequent interpolations in such a work, I

must confess myself frankly distrustful of all attempts to reconstruct the primitive 
tert - Textual criticism is a very necessary science, but it offers many pitfalls 
to the pioneer who easily allows conjecture to crystallire into assurance.
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L e t u s ta k e fo r e x a m p le th e in s ta n c e  o f th e V e n e ra b le  

S e ra f in a  d i  D io , a  C a n n e lite  n u n  o f  C a p r i,  w h o  d ie d  in  1 6 9 9 .  

H e r l ife , w h ic h  w a s w ritte n  b y  th e  tw o  O ra to r ia n  F a th e rs ,  

S g u illa n te a n d  P a g a n i, w a s p u b lis h e d a t R o m e in 1 7 4 B .  

T h e y  s e e m  to h a v e  b a s e d  i t a lm o s t e n tire ly  u p o n  th e  e v i

d e n c e fu rn is h e d  in  th e  P ro c e s s o f B e a tif ic a tio n . In th is  

b io g ra p h y  w e  re a d :

H e r n u n s s a y  th a t th e y  h a v e o f te n  s e e n h e r— fo r e x a m p le ,  

w h e n s h e w a s in  p ra y e r , o r a f te r C o m m u n io n — w ith  h e r fa c e  

g lo w in g  l ik e  a  f la m e a n d  h e r e y e s  s p a rk lin g . I t  s c o rc h e d  th e m ' 

if  th e y  to u c h e d  h e r , e v e n  in  w in te r  t im e  a n d  e v e n  w h e n  s h e  w a s  

q u ite o ld , a n d th e y d e c la re d  th a t th e y  h a d  re p e a te d ly h e a rd  

h e r s a y  th a t s h e  w a s c o n s u m e d  w ith  a  l iv in g  f ire  a n d  th a t h e r  

b lo o d w a s b o ilin g . H e r th ro a t, p a la te a n d l ip s b e c a m e  s o  

p a rc h e d  th a t i t w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  c o o l  th e m  w ith  f re s h  w a te r; b u t  

th is e x p e d ie n t b y n o m e a n s s u f f ic e d  to a lla y th e  b u rn in g  s h e  

fe lt. . . .

T h e  d o c to rs , w h o  d id  n o t u n d e rs ta n d  th e  c a u s e  o f  h e r  s u f fe r 

in g s , a p p lie d  m a n y  k in d s o f c o o lin g  re m e d ie s a n d  f re q u e n tly  

b le d  h e r ; w h ile  o u r S a v io u r H im se lf , in  o rd e r to  g iv e  h e r  s o m e ί  

re lie f , e s p e c ia lly w h e n  th e s e b lo o d -b o ilin g s (li bollori del san- 

gue) la s te d  fo r  tw o  o r  th re e  d a y s ,  a s  w a s  o f te n  th e  c a s e  a t t im e s  

w h e n  s h e e n te r ta in e d  a n  in te n s e  d e s ire  to  d ie  a  m a rty r , s o  d is 

p o s e d  m a tte rs th a t s h e lo s t g re a t q u a n tit ie s o f b lo o d  th ro u g h  1

th e  n o s tr ils o r  b y  th e  m o u th . I t  w a s  a  m a tte r  o f  in te n s e  a s to n is h -  1

m e n t to  a ll o b s e rv e rs to  s e e  a  b o d y  s o  e m a c ia te d  a s h e rs lo s e  i

s u c h  a  v a s t q u a n tity  o f b lo o d  w ith o u t b e in g  in c a p a c ita te d  fo r  !

e v e ry d a y  d u tie s .1  I

T h o s e  w h o  a re  fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  s to ry  o f  S t. C a th e r in e  o f 1  

G e n o a w ill re m e m b e r th a t, in  h e r c a s e to o , h e r re c o v e r ie s | 

w e re  a s  m a rv e llo u s  a s  th e  m y s te r io u s  in d isp o s itio n s  w h ic h  re - I 

p e a te d ly  b ro u g h t h e r  to  d e a th ’s  d o o r . B u t  th e  m o s t  s tr ik in g j 

p h e n o m e n o n  re c o rd e d  in  th e  L ife  o f  th e  V e n e ra b le  S e ra fin a | 

is  th e  s ta te m e n t m a d e  re g a rd in g  h e r  h o ly  re m a in s  a f te r s h e I 

b re a th e d  h e r la s t:  I

F o r th e  s p a c e  o f tw e n ty  h o u rs th e  b o d y  re ta in e d  s o  g re a t a  J

h e a t, p a r tic u la r ly  in  th e  re g io n  o f  th e  h e a r t , th a t o n e  c o u ld  c o m -  |
fo r ta b ly  w a rm  o n e ’s h a n d  b y  h o ld in g  i t th e re , a s  m a n y  o f th e | 

n u n s  d is c o v e re d  o n  m a k in g  th e  e x p e r im e n t. In d e e d  th e  w a rm th  |

w a s  p e rc e p tib le  fo r  th ir ty - th re e  h o u rs  a f te r  d e a th , th o u g h  s o m e -  |

w h a t le s s  in  d e g re e , in  s p ite  o f  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  m o n th  w a s  M a rc h | 

a n d  th e  w e a th e r c h illy . T h e  c o rp s e  d id  n o t c o m p le te ly  lo s e  i ts j 

h e a t u n til i t h a d  b e e n  o p e n e d  a n d  th e  h e a r t  e x tra c te d .1  |

* Sgudiante and Pagani, Vita della Ven. Serafina di Dio, Rome, 1748, p. 360. 1
* Ibid. p. 463. i

X  » .
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O n e ’s  f ir s t in s tin c t is  to  c o n c lu d e  th a t th e  n u n s  a n d  th e ir  

d o c to r m u s t h a v e  b e e n  m ista k e n  in  s u p p o s in g  th a t l ife  w a s  

e x tin c t, b u t th e re  a re  a  g o o d  m a n y  s im ila r c a se s , a n d  i t is  

d iff ic u lt to  b e lie v e th a t m y s tic s , a f te r lo n g  a n d  e x h a u s tin g  

i l ln e s s e s , w e re p e c u lia r ly e x p o s e d  to  th e d a n g e r o f b e in g  

b u r ie d  a liv e .

T a k e , fo r e x a m p le , th e  c a s e  o f th e  D o m in ic a n  n u n , S u o r  

M a ria  V illa n i a t N a p le s . S h e  d ie d  o n  M a rc h  2 6 , 1 6 7 0 , a t  

th e  a g e  o f . 8 6 , a n d  h e r L ife  w a s  p u b lis h e d  fo u r  y e a rs  a f te r 

w a rd s , in  a  v o lu m e o f m o re th a n 6 0 0 p a g e s , b y  F a th e r  

F ra n c is  M a rc h e s e , O .P . In  h is v e ry  f ir s t s e n te n c e  th e  b io 

g ra p h e r in fo rm s u s th a t h is h e ro in e  w a s a  fu rn a c e  o f  lo v e ,  

a n d  th is is th e n o te u p o n  w h ic h  h e  h a rp s th ro u g h o u t th e  

w h o le b o o k . I t is p la in , a ls o , f ro m  th e  le tte rs a n d  o th e r  

w ritin g s  o f  th e  S is te r  h e rs e lf , th a t th e  id e a  th a t  s h e  w a s  c o n 

t in u a lly  c o n s u m e d  b y  a n  a lm o st in s u p p o r ta b le  f la m e  o f  lo v e  

d o m in a te d  a ll h e r th o u g h ts . T h e  L ife  s ta te s  th a t th e  p h y 

s ic a l e f fe c ts o f th is in te r io r c o n f la g ra tio n  w e re s u c h  a s to  

c o m p e l h e r to  d r in k  a s  m u c h  a s  3 6 , a n d  s o m e tim e s  e v e n  4 5 ,  

libre o f  w a te r in  a  d a y . I d o  n o t e x a c tly  k n o w  th e  E n g lish  

e q u iv a le n t  o f  th e  N e a p o lita n  m e a su re  o f  a  libra, b u t 3 6  libre 

p ro b a b ly  fa lls  n o t m u c h  s h o r t o f 2 8  p in ts o r th re e  g a llo n s  

a n d  a  h a lf . M o re o v e r , w e  a re  to ld  th a t  th e  d r in k in g  o f  th is  

w a s a tte n d e d  b y  a  h is s in g  s o u n d  l ik e  th a t o f  w a te r fa ll in g  

o n  a  s h e e t o f re d -h o t iro n .1 I t is im p o s s ib le n o t to  s u s 

p e c t a c e r ta in a m o u n t o f e x a g g e ra tio n in a ll th is , b u t o n  

th e o th e r h a n d , th e re a re  d e f in ite p h y s ic a l fa c ts c o n n e c te d  

w ith  th e  c a s e  w h ic h  c a n n o t re a d ily  b e  e x p la in e d  a w a y . S u o r  

M a ria  b e lie v e d  th a t s h e  h a d  b e e n  w o u n d e d  in  th e  s id e  a n d  

h e a r t b y  a  f ie ry  s p e a r o f lo v e , a n d  th e re  is g o o d  e v id e n c e  

th a t th e  w o u n d  w a s  re a lly  th e re . A t  a n y  ra te , h e r  b io g ra p h e r  

p r in ts th re e  fo rm a l d e p o s itio n s  s ig n e d  b y  th re e  o f  h e r c o n 

fe s s o rs , w h o  h a d  b e e n  p e rm itte d , a t d if fe re n t t im e s , to  s e e ,  

to u c h  a n â  e v e n  p ro b e th e  e x te rn a l w o u n d . T h e s e  F a th e rs  

w e re  w e ll-k n o w n  D o m in ic a n s , a n d  o n e , L o n a rd o  d i L e tte re ,  

h a d  a  g re a t re p u ta tio n  fo r  s a n c tity , s o  th a t th e  c a u se  o f  h is  

B e a tif ic a tio n  w a s in tro d u c e d  a f te r  h is d e a th . T h e  L ife  o f  

M a ria  V illa n i a p p e a re d  w ith  th e  fu lle s t e c c le s ia s tic a l s a n c -

1 Marchese, Vita della Serva di Dio, Suor Maria Villani (Napoli, 1674), 
pp. 203— 204. An exactly similar statement is made by Canon Martinon re

garding his penitent the Venerable Agnes of Jesus, a French Dominican 
nun. He declares that he himself had been present when water was poured 
upon her breast to cool her in her transports of burning fervour, and that 
the water sizzled like water poured on to red-hot iron. Luest, Vie de la V. Agnis 

de /isas, II-, p. 134·

VOL. CXLI.
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t io n , a n d  b o th  th e  G e n e ra l o f th e  D o m in ic a n s a n d  th e  C a r 

d in a l A rc h b is h o p  o f N a p le s  g a v e  i t . th e ir imprimatur. B u t  

p e rh a p s  th e  m o s t re m a rk a b le  s ta te m e n t w h ic h  th e  b o o k  c o n 

ta in s  is th e  a c c o u n t o f th e  o p e n in g  o f  th e  b o d y  n in e  h o u rs  

a f te r d e a th . T h e  c o rp s e  o f th is w o m a n  o f 8 6 , w h ic h , w h e n  

s h e b re a th e d  h e r la s t , h a d  b e e n d r ie d  u p , e m a c ia te d  a n d  

d a rk  in  h u e , b e c a m e  f re s h -c o lo u re d  a n d  s u p p le  l ik e  th a t o f  

a  l iv in g  p e rs o n . W h e n  th e s u rg e o n  o p e n e d th e  b re a s t, a  

q u a n tity  o f  b r ig h t f lu id  b lo o d  is su e d  b o th  f ro m  th e  in c is io n  

m a d e  a n d  f ro m  th e  h e a r t . S o m e o f th is b lo o d , th e  b io 

g ra p h e r  a s s u re s u s , h a d  b e e n  p re s e rv e d  in  tw o  l it tle  f la sk s ,  

a n d  a t  th e  t im e  o f  w ritin g  (1 6 7 3 )  s til l re m a in e d  l iq u id  a n d  

in c o rru p t. B u t w h a t m o s t a s to n is h e d  th e  o n lo o k e rs  p re s e n t  

a t th e  a u to p sy  w a s “  th e  s m o k e (Juma) a n d  h e a t w h ic h  e x 

h a le d  f ro m  th e  h e a r t, th a t v e r ita b le  fu rn a c e  o f  d iv in e  lo v e .* ’ 

.T h e  s u rg e o n  fo u n d  th e  h e a t to o  try in g  to  p ro c e e d . H e  w a s  

c o m p e lle d  to  d ra w  b a c k  fo r  a  w h ile , b u t a f te rw a rd s  re tu rn 

in g , “  h e  p u t in  h is  h a n d  to  e x tra c t  th e  h e a r t,  b u t  h e  fo u n d  i t  

s o  h o t, th a t b u rn in g  h im se lf (scottandosi), h e w a s c o m 

p e lle d  to  ta k e  h is  h a n d  o u t  a g a in  s e v e ra l t im e s b e fo re  h e  s u c 

c e e d e d  in  e f fe c tin g  h is  p u rp o s e .” T h e  b io g ra p h e r d e c la re s  

th a t a  fo rm a l a f f id a v it re g a rd in g  th e s e  fa c ts w a s  m a d e  b y  

th e  s u rg e o n s  D o m e n ic o  T rifo n e  a n d  F ra n c e s c o  P in to .1 W ith  

re g a rd  to th e  h e a r t i tse lf , a n  o p e n  w o u n d  w a s fo u n d  in  i t  

o f  th e  v e ry  s a m e  fo rm  a n d  s h a p e  a s  th e  d e a d  n u n  h a d  d ra w n  

w ith  h e r o w n h a n d  o n  a  p a g e  o f h e r tra c ta te , De tribus 

divitiis / im w O T /r . “  T h is w o u n d  ( in  th e  h e a r t) ,” th e b io 

g ra p h e r g o e s  o n r  "  I h a v e  s e e n  a n d .to u c h e d  a n d  e x a m in e d . 

T h e  l ip s  o f  th e  w o u n d  a re  h a rd  a n d  s e a re d , ju s t  a s  h a p p e n s  

w h e n  th e  c a u te ry  is  u s e d , to  re m in d  u s ,  n o  d o u b t, th a t  i t w a s  

m a d e  w ith  a  s p e a r o f  f ire .” 2

T h e re  a re  o th e r e x a m p le s  m o re  o r le ss s im ila r to  th o se  

o f  S e ra f in o  d i D io  a n d  M a ria  V illa n i, b u t  I  h a v e  n o  ro o m  to  

d is c u ss  th e m  a t a n y  le n g th . I t  m u s t  b e  s u f f ic ie n t  to  n o te  th a t  

in  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  F ra n c is c a n  m iss io n a ry , th e  V e n . A n to n io  

M a rg il, a n  a p o s tle  w h o  w a s o f te n  s e e n  ra ise d  in  th e  a ir  in  

h is  e c s ta s ie s  o f  lo v e , i t is  s ta te d  th a t  a f te r  d e a th  “ h is  fa c e  

w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  p a le  d u r in g  l ife tim e  b e c a m e  o f  a  b e a u tifu l  

ro s y  h u e , h is e y e s re m a in e d  b r ig h t a n d  h is l im b s f le x ib le , 

w h ile  h is  f le s h  c o n tin u e d  w a rm  d o w n  to  th e  m o m e n t  w h e n  h is

‘ Vila. di Marin Villani, pp. 609— 610. This statement must carry some 
weight when we remember that the book was published in Naples itself, and 
that less than four years had elapsed since the autopsy wok place.

T ibid. p. 610.



SOME PHYSICAL PHENOMENA OF MYSTICISM 5 4 7  

b o d y  w a s c o n s ig n e d  to  th e  to m b .” 1 S o , a g a in , w e  a re  to ld  

o f B le s s e d A n d re w  Ib e rn o n , a n o th e r h o ly  F ra n c is c a n  w h o  

w a s e n tire ly  p e n e tra te d  w ith  th e  s e ra p h ic  s p ir it  o f  th e  P o o r  

M a n  o f A s s is i , “  i t w a s o b s e rv e d  w h e n  th e y  la id  h is  b o d y  in  

th e  c o ffin ( th re e  d a y s a f te r  d e a th ) th a t th e  f le sh  w a s s til l  

w a rm  a n d  s o f t , a n d  a ll th e  s in e w s  a n d  m u s c le s  f le x ib le , ju s t  

a s  if  h e  h a d  o n ly  e x p ire d  th e  m o m e n t b e fo re .” 2 T h e s e  tw o  

L iv e s  la s t m e n tio n e d  w e re  w ritte n  in  e a c h  c a s e  b y  th e  P o s tu 

la to r o f  th e  C a u s e , w h o  h a d  a ll th e  s w o rn  d e p o s itio n s  b e fo re  

h im . . - · ■ · .  - ·  . . . . . . . . - . . - - -

A m o n g  o th e r in s ta n c e s o f p h e n o m e n a l h e a t m a n ife s ta 

t io n s m ig h t b e  c ite d  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  V e n e ra b le  R o s a  M a ria  

S e r io  ( f  1 7 2 5 ) , P rio re s s  o f  th e  C a rm e lite  c o n v e n t  o f  F a s a n o ,  

w h o  fo r  s e v e n  s u c c e s s iv e  y e a rs  h a d  a n  e x tra o rd in a ry  e x p e r i

e n c e  o n  W h it-S u n d a y . O n  th e  f ir s t o c c a s io n  a  b a ll o f  f ire  

d e sc e n d e d  u p o n  h e r v is ib ly  in  th e s ig h t o f a ll th e n u n s .  

W h e n  th e y  u n d re s s e d  h e r th e y  fo u n d  h e r u n d e r lin e n  a b o v e  

th e  b re a s t b u rn e d  in  th e  fo rm  o f  a  h e a r t . T h e  s a m e  b u rn in g  

to o k  p la c e  fo r s ix  o th e r y e a rs , b u t th e re  w a s n o  v is ib le  b a ll  

o f  f ire .8 A g a in  in  th e  L ife  o f  th e  V e n e ra b le  F ra n c e s c a  d a l  

S e rro n e  ( f  1 6 0 1 ) ,  a  F ra n c is c a n  n u n  w h o , l ik e  M a ria  V illa n i, 

h a d  a  w o u n d  in  th e  s id e , w e  re a d  th a t th e  b lo o d , w h ic h  o n  

c e r ta in  o c c a s io n s c a m e f ro m  h e r s id e o r w a s v o m ite d b y  

th e  m o u th , w a s s o  h o t th a t i t c ra c k e d  a n  e a r th e n w a re  v e s s e l  

u s e d  to  re c e iv e i t, a n d  h a d  to  b e  c a u g h t in  a  m e ta l b o w l.4  

S im ila r ly  o f  S t.  T h e re s a 's c o m p a n io n , th e C a n n e lite A g n e s  

o f J e s u s , a s w e ll a s  o f tw o  o r th re e o th e r c a n d id a te s fo r  

b e a tif ic a tio n , w e  a re  to ld  th a t in  s o m e  o f  h e r- illn e s se s , th e  

n u n s  w h o  n u rs e d  h e r  c o u ld  h a rd ly  to u c h  h e r  f le s h  o n  a c c o u n t  

o f  th e  b u rn in g  h e a t.8 T h e  e v id e n c e  fo r th e s e  c a s e s is in 

c o n c lu s iv e , b u t i t is  c e r ta in ly  n o t c o n te m p tib le .
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