
S P I R I T U A L  P E R F E C T I O N  I N  T H E  D I O C E S A N  

P R I E S T H O O D

It is an  in co n tes tab le th eo lo g ical tru th  th a t a  d io cesan  p ries t 

m u st p o ssess  a  h ig h  d eg ree  o f C h ris tian  p erfec tio n  in  o rd er to  d o  

h is  w o rk  as  G o d  w ills  it  sh o u ld  b e  d o n e . T h is  is  th e  b asic  g u id in g  

p rin cip le fo r th e sp iritu a lity o f th e secu la r p riesth o o d . U n 

fo rtu n a te ly , h o w ev er, th e  teach in g s ab o u t th e  n eed  fo r an d  th e  

p lace o f sp iritu a l p erfectio n  in  th e v o ca tio n  an d  th e life o f th e  

d io cesan  p riest h av e  a ll to o  freq u en tly  b een  o b scu red  b y  reaso n  

o f d eb a tes ab o u t th e  ap p licab ility  o f th e te rm  “s ta te  o f p erfec

tio n ”  to  th e  secu la r p ries th o o d  itse lf .

S t. T h o m as  A q u in as  tau gh t th a t a  m an  is  in  a  s ta te  o f p erfec 

tio n , in  th e  s tric t sen se  o f th e  te rm , o n ly  w h en  h e  h as  o b lig a ted  

h im se lf p erp e tu a lly  an d  in  a  so lem n  an d  p u b lic  m an n er  to  th e  life  

o f p erfec tio n .1  * * H o ld in g  to  th is d efin itio n , h e tau g h t th a t o n ly  

b ish o p s an d  re lig io u s w ere  p ro p erly in  th is s ta te? T h e  A n g elic  

D o cto r in s isted  v ery  s tro n g ly  th a t secu la r p ries ts a re  n o t in  a  

s ta te  o f  p erfec tio n .’ U n lik e  re lig io u s , h e  sa id , secu la r p ries ts  a re  

n o t b o u n d  b y  v o w  to  th e  w o rk  o f acq u irin g  p erfec tio n th ro u g h  

th e  fo llo w in g  o f  th e  ev an g e lica l co u n se ls. M o reo v er, h e  h e ld  th a t 

th e  secu lar  p riest  is  n o t b o u n d  en tire ly  w ith  ab so lu te  p erm an en ce  

an d  so lem n ity  to  th e  sp iritu a l ca re  o f  th e  p eo p le  a fter  th e  m an n er  

o f th e  b isho p . T h u s h e  estab lish ed  h is co n c lu s io n th a t th e  d io 

cesan p riest co u ld n o t b e co n sid e red as liv in g in a s ta te o f 

p erfec tio n .

1  C f .  Sum. Ikebl., Π - Π , q . 1 8 4 ,  a .  4 ,  5 , 6 .  «  C f .  ibid., a .  6 .

1  C f .  ibid., a .  5 , 6 .  *  C f . ibid., a .  8 .
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D istin g u ish in g v ery sedu lo u sly b e tw een th e status an d th e  

ordo, S t. T h o m as  tau g h t th a t th e  E u ch aris tic  m in is try  d em an d ed  

a  h ig h er  d eg ree  o f h o lin ess  in  th e  p ries t  an d  th e  d eacon  th an  th e  

re lig io u s s ta te req u ired o f a  re lig io u s n o t in  H o ly  O rd ers.4 Y et 

h e  re fu sed  to  see  in  th is  o b lig atio n  th e  ty p e  o f  servitus th a t ch ar

ac terized  a  status perfectionis.

In v iew  o f h is o w n d esc rip tio n o f a status perfectionis, th e  

A n g e lic D o cto r ’s co n clu s io n s w ith  re fe ren ce to  d io cesan  p ries ts  

can  h ard ly  b e  co n sid e red  as b e in g  o f th e  sam e  ex cellence  as h is  

o th e r  teach in g s . If  an y  so lem n , p erp e tu a l, an d  p u b lic ly  ex p ressed  

servitus o f p erfec tio n sh o u ld b e d esign a ted as a  s ta te o f p er-
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fee t io n , it is h ard  to  see h o w  th is d esig na tio n  can  accu ra te ly  b e  

re fu sed  to  th e  co n d itio n  o f a  m an  w h o  en te rs a  b ro th e rh oo d  o r  

so c ie ty  essen tia lly  an d  n ecessa rily  d ev o ted to  th e  sp iritu al w el

fa re o f  a  lo cal C h u rch  th ro u g h  th e  so lem n  an d  p u b lic  p ro cess  o f  

sace rd o ta l o rd in a tio n . Y et, th is  is p rec ise ly  th e  case  o f th e  d io 

cesan  p riest. B y  h is  o rd in a tio n ,  h e  p u b licly  an d  so lem n ly  en te rs  

th e  presbyterium o f h is o w n b ish o p an d th u s b eg ins a  life -lon g  

ac tiv ity  o f  p erfec tin g  th e  fa ith fu l o f  h is  lo ca l C h u rch  as  a  m em b er  

o f th e  p riestly  so cie ty  o v er w h ich  h is  b ish o p  p res id es .5 T h e  fact  

I th a t  th e  d io cesan  p riest  m u st  ac t u n d er  th e  d irec tio n  o f  th e  b ish o p

j an d  th e  fu rth e r p o in t th a t th e  ac tiv ity  o f th e  in d iv id u a l secu la r

I p riest d o es  n o t, lik e  th a t o f  h is  b isho p , d eal w ith  a ll th e  co n cern s

I o f  th e  en tire  lo ca l C h u rch  h av e  n o  d irect  re fe ren ce  to  th e  d escrip -

; tio n  o f  a  s ta te  o f  p erfec tio n  in  th e  Summa. T h u s  th ey  w o u ld  seem

to  co n stitu te  n o  v a lid  reaso n s  w h y  th is  d esig n a tio n  sh o u ld , o n  h is  

p rin cip les  a t least, h av e  b een  d en ied  to  th e  d io cesan  p riesth o o d .

T h e T h om istic sch o o l, as a w h o le , fo llo w ed th e teach in g o f  

? S t. T h o m as o n  th is p o in t w ith  ab so lu te fid e lity . In terestin g ly  

en o ug h , n o  T h o m ist sh o w ed  g rea te r en th usiasm  an d  h ig h er co n 

tro ve rs ia l sk ill in  d ev e lo p in g th e th es is th a t secu la r p riests a re  

n o t in  a  s ta te o f p erfec tio n th an th e d o u g h ty  F ran c is S y lv iu s , 

Ï h im se lf  a  secu la r  p riest  o f  D o u a i.* N ev erth e less , b y  reaso n  o f  th e

I  la titu d e  g iv en  to  th e  te rm  “s ta te  o f  p erfectio n ,”  th e re  w ere  so m e

I au th o rs  w h o  d id  n o t ch o o se  to  ad o p t th e  T h o m istic a ttitu d e  an d

I te rm in o lo g y . T h u s F ran c is  S u arez  sa id  th a t p ries ts “m erito  d ic i

i ' p o ssu n t a liq u o  m o d o , in ch o a tiv e sa ltem , in  s ta tu  p erfectio n is.” 7

j ’ I n  d e n y in g  t h a t p r e la t e s  o t h e r  t h a n  b is h o p s  a n d  t h a t  p a s t o r s  w e r e  t n  a  

; s t a t e  o f  p e r fe c t io n ,  S t . T h o m a s  m a d e  m u c h  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  m e n  c o u ld  

J  r e s ig n  t h e ir  c h a r g e s  o r  b e  r e l ie v e d  o f t h e ir  cura animarum w it h o u t h a v in g

j  r e c o u r s e  t o  t h e  H o ly  F a t h e r  h im s e lf . T h u s , h e  r e a s o n e d , t h e y  a r e  n o t  p e r m a -

l neatly a n d  p e r fe c t ly  c o n s e c r a t e d  t o  t h e  c a r e  o f  s o u ls . H e  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  a c -

! c o u n t  o f  t h e  f a c t t h a t  t h e  presbyterium a s  a n  o r g a n iz a t io n  r e m a in s  a lw a y s  

j  d e v o t e d  t o  i t s  t a s k  o f  a id in g  t h e  b is h o p  a n d  t h a t  t h e  in d iv id u a l  d io c e s a n  p r ie s t

J  r e m a in s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h is  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  in d iv id u a l  a s s ig n m e n t

f r o m  h is  b is h o p  m a y  b e  c h a n g e d  f r o m  t im e  t o  t im e . I t  i s  b y  v ir t u e  o f  h is  

m e m b e r s h ip  in  h is o w n  presbyterium t h a t t h e  in d iv id u a l s e c u la r  p r ie s t , in  

w h a te v e r  w o r k  h e  m a y  b e  c a l le d  u p o n  t o  d o , m a y  b e  s a id  t o  b e  a c t u a l ly  a lw a y s  

la b o r in g  f o r  t h e  c a r e  o f  s o u ls  in  t h e  lo c a l C h u r c h .

* C f . h is  C o m m e n t a r ie s  o n  t h e  a r t ic le s  m e n t io n e d  a b o v e ,  in  t h e  Opera omnia 

( A n t w e r p , 1 6 9 8 ) , I I I ,  8 9 9  f f .

' De virtute et statu religionis, l ib . 1 ,  c a p . 1 7 .
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C ard in a l M an n in g  tau g h t th a t th e p ries tho o d is “ th e s ta te o f 

p erfec tio n  in s titu ted  b y  o u r D iv in e L o rd  to  b e th e  lig h t o f th e  

w o rld , an d  th e  sa lt o f th e  ea rth .” 8

In  th e  d isp u te  o n  th is  p o in t, tw o  u n fo rtu n a te ten d en c ies  a ro se. 

O n e  w as  th e  lam en tab le  an d  e rro n eo u s  e ffo rt o n  th e  p art  o f  so m e  

secu lar p ries ts to  m in im ize th e w o rth  o f th e re lig io u s life a lto 

g e th e r. It  is  a  fact, o f  co u rse , th a t th e  re lig io us  life  is  in d u b itab ly  

a  s ta te  o f  p erfectio n , an d  th a t th e  co n d itio n  o f  th o se  w h o  d ev o te  

th e ir liv es to  th e  acq u isitio n  o f p erfectio n  th ro u g h  th e p u b lic ly  

v o w ed fo llo w in g  o f th e ev an ge lica l co u n se ls is , in  itse lf , b e tte r 

th an  th e  co n d itio n  o f th o se  w h o  d o  n o t. T h u s, fro m  th e  p o in t  o f 

v iew  o f th e  can o n ica l s ta te  o f p erfec tion , it is p erfec tly  ce rta in  

th a t th e re lig io u s s ta te is m o re p erfec t th an  th a t o f th e  n o n 

re lig io u s , an d  th a t th e  re lig io u s p riest is in  a  m o re  p erfect  s ta te  

th an  th e  secu la r p riest. T o  d en y  o r  to  m isrep resen t th is  is  to  b e  

g u ilty  o f  a  se rio u s th eo lo g ical e rro r.

N ev erth e less , it  is  a lso  a  fac t th a t in  o rd er  to  d o  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  

d io cesan  p riesth o o d  as  G o d  w ills it sh o u ld  b e  d o n e  a  m an  m u st 

p o ssess  a  h ig h  d eg ree  o f  C h ristian  sp iritu a l p erfec tio n . M o reo v er, 

b y  th e v ery co n stitu tio n  o f th e C ath o lic C h u rch , th e secu lar  

p riesth o o d  is  a  n ecessa ry  e lem en t in  O u r  L o rd ’s  so c ie ty . A cco rd 

in g  to  S t. Ig n a tiu s o f A n tio ch , th e re  is n o  su ch  th in g  as  a  lo ca l 

C h u rch  w ith o u t a  b ish o p  an d  a  presbyterium, a  so c iety  o f p riests  

d irectly  u n d er h is ru le .9 T h e presbyterium, n o rm ally a t leas t, 

co u ld  n o t b e  a  re lig io u s  o rd er  o r  co n g reg atio n , s in ce  th e  re lig io u s  

b ro th erh o o d  is o rg an ized  p rim arily  to  ach iev e  th e  sp iritu a l p er

fec tio n  o f its  o w n  m em b ers, w h ile th e  presbyterium is fo rm ed  to  

lab o r  fo r  th e  san c tifica tio n  an d  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f so u ls  in  th e  lo cal 

C h u rch . U n fo rtu n a te ly , th e re  h av e  b een  so m e  re lig io u s  w rite rs  so  

in ten t  u p o n  th e ir  ta sk  o f sh o w in g  th e  su p erio rity  o f th e  re lig io u s  

life  th a t th ey  h av e se rio u sly  m isrep resen ted  th e  n a tu re  an d  th e  

fu n c tio n  o f  th e  d io cesan  p ries th o o d .

T h e  n ew  A p o sto lic  C o n stitu tio n , Promda Mater Ecdesia, issu ed  

b y  th e  H o ly  F a the r  o n  F eb . 1 1 ,1 9 4 7 ,  h as  d o n e  a  trem en d o u sly  im 

p o rtan t se rv ice  to  th e  s tu d en ts,  o f sac red  th eo lo g y  b y  o ffe rin g  an  

o ffic ia l an d  c lea r-cu t  d esc rip tio n  o f  a  can o n ica l s ta te  o f  p erfec tio n . 

T h e  n ew  C o n stitu tion  m ak es  it  c lear  th a t,  acco rd in g  to  th e  law  o f

1 The Eternal Priesthood ( B a l t im o r e ;  J o h n  M u r p h y  C o m p a n y ,  n o d a t e ) ,  p .  4 5 .  

• C f .  Ad Trallianos, I I I , 1 .
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th e  Codex, “ in  n o  case ,  n o t  ev en  b y  w ay  o f  ex cep tio n ,  is  a  can o n ica l 

s tate  o f p erfec tio n  ad m itted  ex cep t w h ere  th e  p ro fess ion  o f th a t  

s ta te  o f p erfec tio n  h as b een  m ad e in  a  Religio ap p ro v ed  b y  th e  

C h u rch .” 1 0 T h e H o ly  F a th e r h as th u s se ttled an y  co n tro v ersy  

ab o u t th e  u se o f a  n am e, an d  h as d efin ite ly  im p o sed th e th es is  

th a t o n ly  re lig io u s in  th e  s tric t  sen se  o f th e  te rm  co u ld b e co n 

s id e red  as  b e in g  co m p le te ly  in  a  can o n ica l s ta te  o f  p erfec tio n , as 

this state of perfection is strictly defined in the Provida Mater Ec

desia. T h e  d ec la ra tio n  o f  th e  n ew  A p o sto lic  C o n stitu tio n  h as , o f  

co u rse , n o  re fe rence to  th e b ro ad er d esc rip tio n o f th e s ta te o f  

p erfec tio n  co n tain ed  in  th e  Summa theologica.11

T h e  Prooida Mater Ecclesia sp eak s o f  th e  p erso n s  in  a  s ta te  o f  

p erfec tion  as th o se  w h o “d ev o tin g  th e ir en tire  life to  C h ris t th e  

L o rd , fo llo w  H im  freely  b y  th e  d ifficu lt w ay  o f th e  co u n sels .” 1*  

It  sp eak s  o f  p u b lic  v o w s (b o th  so lem n  an d  s im ple ) as “n ecessa ry  

fo r a co m p le te can o n ica l s ta te o f p erfectio n .” 1 3 A lth o u g h th e  

S ecu la r In s titu tes , n ew ly  asso c iated  w ith  th e  Religiones h av e  n o t 

th e co m p leten ess o f th ese la tte r as s ta te s o f p erfec tio n s , th ey  

co n stitu te  n ev erth e less “a  n ew  can o n ica l s ta te  in  th e  s tric t sen se  

o f th e  te rm , co n sec rated  unice et ex integro to  th e  acq u is itio n  o f  

p erfec tio n .” 1 4

T h u s, acco rd in g  to  th e  H o ly  F a th e r, it ap p ears  th a t th e  Insti

tutum saeculare, an d  o f  co u rse  b y  w ay  o f  co n seq u en ce ,  th e  Religio, 

w ith in  w h ich  a lo n e  th e  can o n ica l p ro fess io n  o f th e  s ta te  o f p er

fec tio n  is  to  b e  fo u n d , m u st n ecessa rily  b e  an  o rg an iza tio n  g eared  

unice et ex integro to  th e  acq u is itio n  o f sp iritu a l p erfec tio n  o n  th e  

p art o f th e m em b ers o f su ch so c ie tie s. T h e d io cesan  p riest is  

d efin ite ly n o t in a status perfectionis adguirendae b ecau se th e  

Rdigio, w ith in  w h ich  a lo n e th e  co m p lete can o n ical s ta te  o f  p er

fec tio n  is to  b e fo u n d  is  c learly  d esc rib ed  b y  th e  Provida Mater 

Ecdesia as  so m eth in g  q u ite  d is tin c t fro m  th e  presbyterium.

L ik e  th e  re lig io u s , th e  d io cesan  p ries t is essen tia lly  a  m em b er

u L’Ossenatore Romano ( L X X X V I I , 6 1 ) , p . 1 .

" T h e  C o n s t i t u t io n  c o n t r ib u t e s  t o  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e o lo g y  b y  m a k in g  

i t  c le a r  t h a t  t h e  Religio a n d  t h e  S e c u la r  I n s t i t u t e , d e s p i te  t h e ir  o r ie n t a t io n s  

t o w a r d s  a p o s t o l ic  w o r k ,  r e m a in  s o c ie t ie s  d e v o t e d  unice et ex integro t o  t h e  a c 

q u is it io n  o f  s p ir it u a l p e r f e c t io n  b y  t h e ir  o w n  m e m b e r s . T h e r e  w a s  a  m a r k e d  

t e n d e n c y  t o  n e g le c t , a n d  e v e n  t o  d e n y ,  t h is  t r u t h  p r io r  t o  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  t h e  

Prorida. Mater Ecclesia.
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o f an  in d iv id u a l so c ie ty  o r h o u seh o ld  w ith in  th e  la rg er u n ity  o f 

th e  C ath o lic  C h u rch . T h e  fe llo w sh ip  o r  b ro th e rh o o d  to  w h ich  th e  

d io cesan  p riest  b e lo n g s  is  th e  presbyterium of h is  o w n  d io cese , th e  

co m p an y  o f p ries ts  o rg an ized  u n d er  th e  p a te rn a l ru le  o f th e  d io 

cesan  b ish o p  to  co -o p era te w ith th e b ish o p  an d  to  se rve  as h is  

in s tru m en t  in  h is  ap o sto lic  ca re  o f  th e  lo ca l C h u rch  o v er  w h ich  h e  

p res id es. T h e  presbyterium, th en , b y  its  v ery  n a tu re , is n o t an  

o rg an iza tio n  co n secra ted  unice et ex integro to  th e  acq u is itio n  o f 

sp iritu a l p erfec tio n b y  its o w n m em b ers. It is a real so c ie ty  

d ed icated  to  th e  C h u rch ’s  essen tia l p u rp o se , th a t o f  w o rk in g  fo r 

th e  san ctifica tio n  an d  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f C h ris t’s flo ck .

T h e  d iffe ren ce b e tw een th e  Religio o r th e tru e an d  co m p lete  

can o n ical status perfectionis adquirendae an d  th e  d io cesan  presby

terium can  b e  ex p lain ed  b y  th is  s ta tem en t ab o u t th e  o rien ta tio n s  

o f th e  d io cesan  m in istry  an d  th e  re lig io u s life .

T h e  d io cesan  m in is try  is  a  w o rk  w h ich  a  m an  is  p riv ileg ed  an d  ca lled  

u p o n  to  accep t in  o rd er to  co n tin u e an d  to  ap p ly  th e sace rd o ta l lab o rs  

o f o u r L o rd am on g H is p eo p le . T h e re lig io u s life , ev en in c le rica l 

co m m u n itie s , is g eared  to  p ro d u ce , as ' its  im m ed ia te  e ffec t, an  in crease  

in  p erso n a l h o lin ess am o n g  th o se w h o  h av e th e  v o ca tio n  to  en ter it is

B y  th e  d iv in e  co n stitu tio n  o f th e  C ath o lic  C h u rch , th e  presby

terium is , o f  co u rse , o rg an ized  in  su ch  a  w ay  as  to d em an d  a  h ig h  

d eg ree o f C h ristian  p erfectio n  fro m  its m em b ers. A t th e  sam e  

tim e  b o th  th e  essen tia l w o rk  o f th e  presbyterium an d  th e  d iv in e  

an d  ecc les ia s tica l law s  th a t g o v ern  it a re  o f  a  n a tu re  to  in cu lca te  

an d  to  in c rease  th e  life  o f  ch arity  w ith in  th e  d io cesan  p ries th o o d . 

T h u s  th e  presbyterium is  tru ly  a  sch o o l an d  a  n u rse ry  o f p erfec

tio n , th o u g h  it  can  lay  n o  c la im  to  th e  d esig n a tio n  of a  can o n ica l 

status perfectionis adquirendae u ltim a te ly b ecau se th is so c ie ty  is  

n o t  o rg an ized  an d  co n secra ted  unice et ex integro to  th e  acq u isitio n  

o f  sp iritu al p erfec tio n  b y  its  m em b ers . T h e  ru ler  o f  a  Religio, th e  

m an  to  w h o m  re lig io u s  p riests  p ro m ise  th e ir  sace rd o tal  o b ed ien ce  

o n  th e  d ay  o f o rd in a tio n , is a p re la te ch arg ed  w ith  th e  p rim ary  

re sp o n sib ility  o f  see in g  th a t h is  su b jects  g ro w  in  h o lin ess  th ro u g h  

th e ir  fid e lity  to  th e ir  v o w s. T h e  h ead  o f  th e  presbyterium, o n  th e  

o th e r h an d , is th e ru ler o f a d io cese, a b ish o p w h o se p rim ary  

o b lig a tio n  h as  to  d o  w ith  th e  ca re  o f h is  p eo p le . T o  th is  en d  th e

1 1  F e n t o n , The Calling of a Diocesan Priest ( W e s t m in s t e r , M a r y la n d :  T h e  

N e w m a n  B o o k s h o p , 1 9 4 4 ) ,  p . 1 2 .  .
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w o rk s o f th e b ish o p an d  o f h is presbyterium m u st b e d irected , 

mice et ex integro.

T h e  essen tia l w o rk  o f th e d io cesan  p riesth o o d  co n sists in  th e  

p erfo rm an ce  o f  th o se  fu nc tio ns  en u m erated  in  th e  ad m o n itio n  p re 

fix ed to  th e  rite o f sacerd o ta l o rd in a tio n  in th e  Pontificale Ro

manum. “S acerd o tem e ten im o p o rte t o ffe rre , b en ed icere , 

p raeesse , p raed icare , e t b ap tizare .” E v ery  o n e o f th ese  ac tiv i-  

j tie s n o t o n ly  d em an d s  h o lin ess o n  th e  p art o f th e  m an  w h o  p er-  

> fo rm s it, b u t in c ites to  p erso n a l sp iritu a l p erfec tio n  an d  o ffe rs

I in s tru ctio n an d sp iritu a l a id for growing in the d iv in e life o f

ch arity . T h e m an w h o o ffe rs th e H o ly  S acrifice o f th e M ass  

w o rth ily  d ay  b y  d ay  w ill n ecessa rily  d eriv e  fro m  th e  M ass  ab u n d 

an t treasu res o f  d iv in e  g race  an d  w ill ce rta in ly  ach iev e  th e  h o li- 

Ï n ess req u isite fo r th e p ro p er p erfo rm ance o f a ll h is sace rd o tal
J d u tie s . T h e  m an  w h o  s triv es  to  b rin g  h is  o w n  life  in to  h arm o n y

I w ith th e b less in g s h e ca lls d o w n u p o n h is p eo p le th ro u g h h is
I p riestly  p ray ers w ill fin d th a t a life so o rd ered is o n e o f h ig h

sp iritu a l p erfec tio n . T h e  p ries t p res id es o v er h is p eo p le  in  th e ir  

co rp o ra te  w o rsh ip  o f  G o d . T h is  p resid en cy  o ffe rs  to  th e  m an  w h o  

u n d ertak es  it fro m  p ro p er  m o tiv es  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  o f liv in g  ev er  

m o re  p erfec tly  w ith in  h im se lf th e  life  o f  g race  o f  w h ich  th e  C h ris

tian  ecclesia is th e  co rp o rate  ex p o n en t. In  p reach in g  th e  w o rd  o f  

G o d  to  th e  p eo p le  o f  th e  lo ca l C h u rch , th e  m em b er  o f  th e  presby

terium sets forth th e  tru th  fro m  w h ich a ll p erfec tio n  in  th e  sp ir

itu a l life o rig in a tes . A  p ries t  p reach es  w o rth ily  o n ly  w h en  h e  h as  

m ad e ev ery req u isite e ffo rt to u n d ers tan d th e d o c trin e h e is  
i p riv ileg ed  to  teach , an d  th u s  th e  process of p reach in g  is b o th  an  

! in cen tiv e to C h ris tian p erfectio n an d an en lig h ten m en t o f th e  

J in te llig en ce in th e d irec tion  o f h o lin ess . T h e ad m in is tra tio n o f  

b ap tism  an d  o f th e  o th e r sacram en ts o f th e  N ew  L aw  lik ew ise  

tend s  to  b rin g  th e  p riest to  lo v e  G o d  w ith  an  a ffec tio n  ev er m o re 

a id en t an d  p erfec t.

B esid es th e o ffe ring o f th e H o ly S acrifice , th e p ray ers , th e  

m ed ita tion s , th e  teach in g  o f G o d ’s  m essag e  an d  th e  ad m in istra 

tio n  o f  th e  sac ram en ts, th e re  a re  o th e r  ag en cies  w h ich  th e  law  o f  

G o d  an d  o f th e  C h u rch  p lace  a t th e  d isp o sitio n  o f  th e  p riest fo r  

th e  acq u is itio n o f th a t p erfec tion  d em an d ed  b y  h is p o sitio n  in  

th e d io cesan presbyterium. T h e firs t o f th ese is th e ab so lu te  

o b ed ience  to  th e  b isho p , as th e  h ead  an d  th e  fa th e r  o f th e  p res-  
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byterium, m ad e  in cu m ben t u p o n  th e  d io cesan  p riest  b y  th e  d iv in e  

law  itse lf .

W ith  re sp ec t to  o b ed ien ce  in  th e C h u rch , th e re a re  u n fo rtu 

n a te ly  m an y  lam en tab le e rro rs cu rren t in  o u r o w n  d ay . S o m e  

am o n g  th e c ru der so rt o f an ti-c le rica l w rite rs seem  to  im ag in e  

th a t n o  o b ed ien ce  w h atso ev er  is  d u e  to  C h u rch  au th o rity  o n  th e  

p art o f th o se  w h o  h av e  ,  tak en  n o  re lig io u s v o w s o r w h o  d o  n o t 

b e lo n g  to  a  d io cesan  presbyterium. A s  a  m atter o f  fact,  o f  co u rse , 

th e  d iv in ely  co n stitu ted  ru le rs o f th e C h u rch , th e  H o ly  F a th er  

an d  th e  re sid en tia l b ish o ps , an d  a ll o f  th o se  w h o  h o ld  au th o rity  in  

th e ir  n am e, h av e  th e  G o d -g iv en  p o w er to  g iv e  co m m and s  to  th e  

fa ith fu l, an d  to  ex ac t o b ed ien ce  to  th e ir  o rd ers. E v ery  C h ris tian  

lay  as  w ell as  c le rical, secu la r  as  w ell as  re lig io u s, is  b o u n d  to  g iv e  

o b ed ien ce  to  C h u rch  law  an d  to  th e  co m m an d s o f h is leg itim a te  

ecc lesia s tica l su p erio rs . T h e  case  o f th e  d io cesan  p ries t (an d , fo r 

th a t m atter, o f  th e  re lig io u s), d iffe rs , in  th e  m atte r  o f  o b ed ien ce, 

fro m  th a t  o f  th e  lay m an  in  th e  C h u rch  o n ly  b y  reason  o f  th e  fac t 

th a t  th e  d io cesan  p ries t an d  th e  re lig io u s  h av e  v o lu n ta rily  en te red  

d is tin c t  su p ern a tu ra l fam ilie s  o r  b ro th e rho o d s  w ith in  th e  C h u rch . ' 

T h ey  o w e  th e  o b ed ien ce  o f  ch ild ren  to  th e  fa th e rs  o f  th ese  su p er

n a tu ral h o u seh o ld s  w ith in  th e  ecclesia. T h e  d io cesan  p riest o w es  

a  tru e  an d  filia l o b ed ien ce  to  th e  b ish o p  w h o  is  th e  fa th er  an d  th e  

h ead  o f th e  presbyterium, th e  b ro th erh o o d  o r  o rg an iza tio n  o f  h is  

o w n  d io cesan  p riests . T h e  re lig io us  o w es h is filia l o b ed ien ce , b y  

v irtu e  o f a  sp ecia l an d  ex p lic it v o w , to  h is  ab b o t o r su p erio r  w h o  

b ecom es h is  tru e  sp iritu a l fa th er  w h en  h e  en te rs  th e  m o n aste ry  o r 

co m m u n ity .  j

T h e  d io cesan  p riest fin d s  in  th is  filia l an d  p erfec t o b ed ien ce  to j 

h is  b isho p  a  trem en d o u s m ean s fo r san c tifica tio n . In  su b m ittin g J 

h im self freely  an d  rev e ren tly  to  th e ru le  o f h is sp iritu al fa th er, 

th e m em b er o f th e presbyterium tru ly fo llo w s th e ev an g e lica l 

co u n sel o f o b ed ien ce . T h e p u rp o se o f th is o b ed ience , lik e  th e  

p u rp o se o f a ll th e o th e r ev an ge lica l co u n se ls , is , in th e la s t 

an a ly sis , th e p len itu d e o f sp iritu a l p erfec tio n , th e  p erfec tio n  o f 

d iv in e  ch arity .1 6 T h e  d io cesan  p ries t  is  co n secra ted  to  th e  ta sk  o f  

u sin g  th is  ch arity , w ith in  th e  fe llo w sh ip  o f h is  o w n  presbyterium, 

an d  u n d er  th e  d irec tion  o f  h is  o w n  b ish o p , fo r  th e  sp iritu a l  w elfa re  

o f  th e  lo ca l C h u rch .

“  C f . Sum. theal., Ι Ι - Π , q . 1 8 4 ,  a .  3 .
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T h e  em in en t C laretian  w rite r, F r. A n to in e  P e in ad o r, h as  se ri

o usly  m isrep resen ted  th e  n a tu re  an d  th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  o b ed ien ce  

d em an ded  o f  an d  g iv en  b y  d io cesan  p ries ts  to  th e ir  b ish o ps  w h en  

h e  tau g h t th a t th e  C h u rch  w ills  to  h av e  th is  o b ed ien ce  “ im ita te"  

th at w h ich  re lig io u s  ten d er th e ir  o w n  su p erio rs .

O b ed ien ce in secu lars [d io cesan p riests] can n o t b e called as co m 

p le te  an d  p erfect as th at o f  th e  re lig io u s . U n d o u b ted ly  th e  C h u rch  ask s  

from  c leric s  an  o b ed ien ce  w h ich  im ita te s th e  p erfec tio n  o f  th e  o b ed ien ce  

o f re lig io u s .1 7

17 Sacerdotium saeculare et status religiosus (Rome: Typographic p o ly g lo t t e  

'C u o r e  d i M a r ia ,”  1 9 4 0 ) , p . 60η.

1 1  C f .  Ad Ephesios, I V , 1 .

T h e  fac t o f  th e  m atte r  is  th a t  th e  o b ed ien ce  o f  th e  presbyterium 

an d  o f its  m em b ers  to  th e b ish o p  o f th e  lo ca l C h u rch  is n o t an  

im ita tio n  o f an y th in g . It is a  facto r in trin s ic  in  th e  d iv in e  co n 

s titu tio n o f th e C ath o lic C h u rch . T h e fu lly  d ev e lo p ed lo cal 

C h u rch  n eed s  n o t  o n ly  a  b ish o p  b u t  a presbyterium, a  b ro th e rh o o d  

o f p ries ts o rg an ized  u n d er th e  b ish o p ’s lead e rsh ip  to  a id  h im  in  

th e  acco m p lish m en t  o f th e  lo ca l C h u rch ’s  p u rp o se. T h e  presby

terium co u ld o b v io u sly  n ev er w o rk  as G o d  w ills th a t it sh o u ld  

u n less th e b ro th erh o o d as a w h o le an d each m em ber o f th e  

p ries tly  fra te rn ity  b e  jo in ed  to  th e  b ish o p  in  b o n d s o f th e  m o st 

p erfec t an d  co m p le te filia l o b ed ience .

T h e  o b ed ien ce  w h ich  th e  secu la r  p riest in  an y  m o d ern  d io cese  

is ex p ected to  g iv e to  h is b ish o p is ex actly th e sam e as th e  

o b ed ien ce w h ich S t. Ig n atiu s o f A n tio ch d em an d ed th a t th e  

p resb y te rs o f h is o w n tim e sh o u ld g iv e to th e  h ead s o f th e ir  

lo cal C h u rch es .1 8 T h e tru e  au d  v is ib le C h u rch  o f Jesu s C h rist  

co u ld  n o t o p erate  in  th e  w o rld  as  G o d  fo rm ed  it  to  o p era te  u n less  

th e  h ead  o f each  lo ca l C h u rch  h ad  su b jec t to  h im  a  collegium o f  

p ries ts  in d iv id u a lly  an d  co rp ora te ly  co n secra ted  to  th e  ta sk  o f  th e  

lo ca l C h u rch  itse lf. T h u s it is u tte rly  u n th eo lo g ica l to  im ag in e  

th a t th e  o b ed ien ce  w h ich  th e  C h u rch  d em an d s  th a t  secu la r  p ries ts  

ex ten d  to  th e ir b ish o ps  is an  im itatio n  o f o r an  ap p ro ach  to  th e  

o b ed ien ce  in cu m b en t u p o n  re lig io u s .

It is im p o ssib le to  u n d ers tan d  th e  n a tu re  o f  an d  th e  n eed  fo r  

th is  o b ed ien ce  in  th e  presbyterium u n less  w e  realize  th e  n ecessity  

o f  th e  d io cesan  p ries th o o d  in  th e  C ath o lic  C h u rch . F r. P e in ad o r 
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h as g iv en u tte ran ce to  a v iew , u n fo rtun a tely  a ll-to o -p rev a len t 

am o n g  ce rta in  w riters w h o  seem  to  b e liev e th a t th e  d ig n ity  o f  

th e re lig io u s life can b e ex p la in ed o n ly  b y  in s titu tin g  a  ra th e r  

in v id io u s an d u n sc ien tific co m p ariso n b e tw een it an d th e d io 

cesan  p riesth o o d , th a t th e  d io cesan  o r secu la r  p riesth o o d  as  n o w  

co n stitu ted  is n o t a  n ecessa ry  p art o f th e  d iv in e  o rg an iza tio n  o f 

th e  C ath o lic  C h u rch . T h e  q u estio n  is so  im p o rtan t th a t an  ex 

am in atio n  o f F r. P e in ad o r ’s a rg u m en t in  b eh a lf o f h is o w n  p o 

s itio n  sh o u ld  b e  h e lp fu l.

Secular priests are not absolutely necessary. T h is d o es  n o t m ean  th a t 

th e C h u rch can d o w ith o u t b ish o ps , p asto rs , e tc ., b u t it m ean s th a t 

th o se w h o  a re req u ired fo r g iv in g  th e  fa ith fu l th eir sp iritu al n o u rish 

m en t co u ld  a ll b e  re lig io u s . A s  a  m atte r o f  fac t, w h at is  th e re  to  p rev en t 

th e sam e s itu atio n w h ich n o w  p rev a ils an d w h ich h as p reva iled  in  

d efin ite p o rtio n s o f th e C h ris tian  flo ck (fo r th ere a re  v ica ria tes p re 

fectu res , an d  th e lik e in  w h ich th e  so le sp iritu a l m in is tra tio n  is g iv en  

b y  re lig io u s) fro m  ex is tin g  fo r  th e  u n iv e rsa l C h u rch ?  T h ere fo re  secu lar  

p ries ts , as seculars, a re n o t n ecessary  in  th e  C h u rch .1 8

T h e  p rin c ip les  co n ta in ed  in  th e  Provida Mater Ecclesia m ak e  it 

q u ite  easy  to  reco g n ize  th e  e rro r  in  F r. P e in ad o r ’s  teach in g . T h e  

in d iv id u a l Religio, acco rd in g  to  th e  A p o sto lic  « C o n stitu tio n , is a  

so c ie ty  o rg an ized  unice et ex integro fo r  th e  a tta in m en t o f  sp iritu a l 

p erfec tio n  o n  th e  p art o f th e  m em b ers  o f th a t so c ie ty . T h e  b ish 

o p , acco rd in g  to  p erfec tly ce rta in th eo lo g ica l teach ing , ac ts as  

th e  perfector o f  th e  d io cese. H e  is  n o t in  a  p o sitio n  to  d ev o te  h im 

se lf  unice et ex integro to  th e  ad v an cem en t o f h is  o w n  p erfec tio n . 

N o w  it  is  a lso  p erfectly  ce rta in  th a t th e  fu lly  fo rm ed  lo cal  C h u rch  

(a s  d is tin c t fro m  th e  v ica ria te  o r th e  p re fec tu re  ap o sto lic w h ich  

is  a  lo ca l C h u rch  in  th e  p ro cess  o f fo rm atio n ), d em an d s  a  so c iety  

o r o rg an iza tio n o f p ries ts su b jec t to th e d io cesan b ish o p an d  

fo rm ed  to  b e  h is  in s tru m en t in  ca rin g  fo r th e  lo ca l C h u rch . T h u s  

th e  im m ed ia te  p u rp o se o f th e presbyterium in  th e  fu lly fo rm ed  

lo cal C h u rch  m u st b e , acco rd in g  to  th e  ac tu a l co n stitu tio n  o f  th e  

C h u rch  itse lf, th e  sa lv a tio n  an d  th e  san c tifica tio n  o f  th e p eo p le . 

A  so c ie ty co n secra ted unice et ex integro to  th e a tta in m en t o f 

sp iritu a l p erfec tio n  b y  its  o w n  m em b ers co u ld  n o t se rve  p ro p erly  

as  th e  presbyterium o f a  fu lly  fo rm ed lo ca l C h u rch .

F o r  th is  reaso n  it is q u ite  ap p aren t th a t th e  presbyterium as  a

“  P â n a d o r ,  op. cit., p . 6 2 .
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so c ie ty d is tin c t sp ecifically  fro m  a  Religio is n o t in  an y  w ay  a  

d isad van tage o r  a  le sser g o o d  w ith in  th e  C ath o lic  C h u rch . T h e  

secu la r o r d io cesan p riest as su ch  is d is tin c tly  n ecessa ry  w ith in  

th e  so c ie ty  o f th e  d iscip les. N eith e r th e  presbyterium n o r its  in 

d iv id ua l m em b ers can  co rrectly b e  d esc ribed  as “ im ita tio n s” o f  

o r  as  ap p ro ach es  to  an y  Religio w h atso ev er. T h e  sp iritua lity  o f  

th e  d io cesan  p riest is  th u s  th e  ap o sto lic  sp iritu ality  o f  th e  b ish o p  

and  o f  h is  presbyterium, ra th er  th an  th a t o f  th e  Religiones o r  an y  

im ita tion s th e reo f.

T h is , o f  co u rse , h as  a  trem en do usly im p o rtan t repe rcu ss io n  in  

th e  p rac tica l tra in in g  o f a  sem in arian  w h o  is  p rep arin g  fo r a  ca ll 

to  th e  d io cesan  p ries th o o d . L ik e  th a t o f th e  b ish o p , th e  s ta te  o f  

th e  d io cesan  p ries t  is  essen tia lly  an d  n ecessa rily  o n e  o f  perfectionis 

adquisitae ra th er  th an  o f  perfectionis adquirendae. In  o th er  w o rd s , 

th e  sem in arian  is n o t p ro p erly  p rep ared to  accep t a  ca ll to  th e  

d io cesan  p riesth o o d u n less h e  h as acq u ired  an d  h as sh o w n  ev i

d en ce  o f  th e  h ig h  d eg ree  o f  sp iritu a l p erfec tio n  h e  w ill n eed  fo r  th e  

p erfo rm an ce  o f  h is  sacerd o ta l d u tie s  in  th e  presbyterium. H e  m u st  

h av e  th e  lo v e  o f  ch arity  fo r  G o d  in  th e  a rd en t an d  fe rv en t d eg ree  

th a t w ill en ab le  h im  to  d ev o te  a ll o f  h is  en erg y  an d  ta len t  to  th e  

sp iritu a l w ell-b ein g  o f  th e  lo ca l C h u rch  u n d er th e  d irec tio n  o f h is  

b ish o p . H e  m u st b e  p rep ared , n o t o n ly  to  ad m in is te r th e  d iv in e  

sac ram en ts to  th e  p eo p le , b u t a lso  to  g iv e  th o se  sam e  p eo p le  ac 

cu ra te  in stru ctio n  in th e C h u rch ’s d iv in e ly  rev ealed  tru th , an d  

rea l ed ifica tion  th ro u gh  th e  p erfectio n  o f h is  o w n  liv in g  ex am p le .

T h e law s o f th e W estern C h u rch m ak e in cu m b en t u p o n  th e  

d io cesan  p riest th e  fo llow in g  o f an o th e r  ev an g e lica l co u n se l, th a t 

o f p erfect ch astity  in  th e life o f ce lib acy . T h is, lik e th e  o th er  

ev an g e lica l co u n sels , is g eared  to  p ro d u ce  a  m o re  fe rv en t life  o f  

ch arity  in  th e  m an  w h o  fo llo w s it. H o w ev er, in  th is in s tance  as  

in  th e  case  o f  o b ed ien ce  to  th e  b ish o p , th e  p erfec tio n  re su lting  in  

th e  m em b er  o f  th e  presbyterium is  so m eth in g  m ean t  to  b e  u tilized  

m  th e se rv ice o f C h rist th ro u gh th e ap o sto lic ac tiv ity o f th e  

presbyterium.

T h u s, in  a ll tru th , th e  m o tive  an d  th e  d irectio n  o f  th e  sp iritu a l  

p erfec tio n  in  th e  d io cesan  p ries th o o d  can  b est b e  ex p ressed  in  th e  

b u rn in g  w o rd s o f O u r L o rd ’s sace rd o ta l p ray er: “A n d  fo r th em  

d o  I san c tify  m y se lf, th a t th ey  a lso  m ay  b e  san ctified  in  tru th .’ ’1 0

“ J o in  1 7 : 1 9 .
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4 6 6 T H E  A M E R I C A N  E C C L E S I A S T I C A L  R E V I E W

T h e  C h ristian s  o f th e  lo ca l C h u rch  a re  th e  b en efic ia ries , d irectly  

an d  im m ed ia te ly , o f  th e  p erfectio n  w ith in  th e ir  o w n  presbyterium. 

T h e  tru th  in  w h ich  th ey  a re  san c tified  is  th e  tru th  o f C h rist.

In  o rd er to  speak  accu ra te ly  ab o u t th e  p erfec tio n  o f th e  d io 

cesan  p riesth o o d , h o w ev er, w e  m u st n o t fo rge t  th a t w h en  w e  say  

th a t th e d io cesan  p riest is in a status perfectionis adguisitae in  

co n trad istin c tio n  to  th e re lig io u s w h o  is in  a  status perfectionis 

adguirendae, w e d o  n o t h o ld  o r in fer th a t th e p erfec tio n  o f th e  

secu lar  is  su p erio r  to  th a t o f  th e  re lig io u s . A s  fa r  as  th e  can o n ica l 

s ta te o f p erfec tio n is co n cern ed , q u ite  th e o p p o site is th e  case. 

T h e p erso n  in th e  s ta te  o f p erfectio n  b y  reaso n o f v o w s m ad e  

w ith in  a  re lig io u s o rd er is , fro m  a  can o n ica l p o in t o f  v iew , in  a  

s ta te  su p erio r  to  th a t  o f  th e  p erso n  w h o  h as  n o t  m ad e  su ch  v o w s.

T h e  status perfectionis adguirendae of th e  re lig io u s  is a  d efin ite  

can o n ical rea lity . T h e  p erso n  in  th is  s ta tu s  b e lo n g s  to  an  o rg an 

iza tion  w h ich  is  co n stru c ted  an d  g eared  unice et ex integro to  th e  

acqu is itio n  o f  sp iritu a l p erfectio n  o n  th e  p art  o f  its  o w n  m em b ers. 

O n th e  co n tra ry , w h en  w e say  th a t th e  d io cesan  p ries t is in  a  

status perfectionis adguisitae, w e m erely  tak e co g n izan ce o f th e  

m an ifest an d trem end o u sly  im p o rtan t fac t th a t th e  m em b er o f  

th e  presbyterium is  d ev o ted  to  a  w o rk  w h ich  d em an d s  a  h ig h  d e 

g ree o f sp iritu a l p erfec tio n  o n  th e  p art o f th e  m an  w h o  is  ca lled  

u p o n  to  p erfo rm  it. T h a t, a fte r a ll, is th e  o n e  b asic  fac t ab o u t 

th e  sp iritu a lity  o f th e  d io cesan  p riesth o o d .

B efo re  th e  p u b lica tio n  o f th e  Provida Mater Ecclesia, w ith  its  

c lea r-cu t d escrip tio n o f th e can o n ica l status perfectionis ad

guirendae, m u ch  o f th e  d iscu ssio n  ab o u t th e  sp iritu a lity o f th e  

d io cesan  p riesth o o d  b o g g ed  d o w n  o n  w h at w as, in  th e  la st  an a ly 

s is, a  n o n e-to o -im p o rtan t q u estio n  o f  w o rd s. T h e  d efin itio n  o f  th e  

status perfectionis in  g en era l, as  th is  w as  to  b e  fo u n d  o n  th e  p ag es  

o f  th e  Summa theologica, m ig h t w ell h av e  b een  co n sid ered  b ro ad  

en o u g h  to  ap p ly  to  th e  secu la r  o r th e  d io cesan  p riesth o o d , ev en  

th o u gh , fo r  o n e  reaso n  o r  an o th e r, th e  A n g e lic  D o cto r  h im se lf  w as  

q u ite  in s is ten t th a t th e  secu la r p riests  sh o u ld n o t b e  co n sid e red  

as  b e in g  in  a  status perfectionis.

N o w ' th a t  th e  m ag n ificen t  c larity  o f  th e  Provida Mater Ecdesia 

is  a t th e  d isp o sa l o f th e  th eo lo g ian , th e re  is  little  ex cu se  fo r an y  

a ttem p t to  a llo ca te th e d io cesan p riesth o o d w ith in th e status 

perfectionis adguirendae. T h e  d o cu m en t  h as  sh o w n , o n ce  an d  fo r 



S P I R I T U A L  P E R F E C T I O N 4 6 7

a ll tim e, th a t th is title  sh o u ld b e re se rv ed  ex c lus iv ely  fo r Reli

giones an d  fo r th e  m o re  recen t S ecu lar In s titu te s .

O n th e o th e r h an d , h o w ev er, th e ap p earan ce o f th e Provida 

Mater Ecdesia sh o u ld o b v ia te  fo r a ll tim e th e  d an g er o f e rro rs  

w h ich ch arac te rize th e  d io cesan p ries th o o d  as so m eth in g  o f an  

im ita tio n  o f th e  re lig io u s life . B y  v irtu e  o f its  m o re  p erfec t d e 

sc rip tio n  o f th e  Religio an d  o f th e  status perfectionis adguirendae, 

th e  n ew  A p o sto lic  C o n stitu tio n  h as m ad e it p erfectly  c lea r th a t  

th e  Religio is  n o t an d , b y  th e  v ery  n a tu re  o f th e  C h u rch  can  n o t  

b e , an  o rg an iza tion u p o n  w h ich  th e  presbyterium is m o d eled , o r  

a  th in g  w h ich sh o u ld o r co u ld rep lace th e secu lar o r d io cesan  

Presbyterium.

T h e  th eo log ian s in te res ted  in th e sp iritu a lity  o f th e  d io cesan  

p ries tho o d  can  b e  ex trem ely  g ra te fu l fo r th e  ap p earan ce o f th e  

Provida Mater Ecclesia. A  s tu d y  o f  th is  d o cu m en t sh ou ld  p u t an  

en d to  th e u n fo rtu n a te d iscu ss io n s w h ich w ere p rim arily  co n 

ce rn ed  w ith  th e  ap p licab ility  o f a  te rm  to  th e  secu la r p riesth o o d  

as su ch , an d  w h ich  w ere p ro n e  to  o v erlo o k  th e  m o re  im p o rtan t 

m atte r  o f  th e  co n ten t an d  th e  d irec tio n  o f  th e  sp iritu a lity  o f  th e  

Presbyterium. In  th e  lig h t o f th is  m aste rly  C o n stitu tio n , w e  can  

see  c lea rly  th e  im p lica tio n s o f th e  fac t th a t th e  d io cesan  p riest

h o o d  is n o t a  status perfectionis adguirendae, a  b ro the rh oo d  d e 

v o ted  essen tia lly  an d  in trin s ica lly  to  th e  a tta in m en t o f  p erfec tio n  

b y  its m em b ers. T h e  presbyterium is a  p riestly  fra te rn ity  th a t  

d em an d s p erfec tio n  in  its o w n  m em b ers, an d  a t th e  sam e tim e  

o ffe rs  th em  th e  m ean s  fo r  ad v an c in g  in  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d , in  o rd er  

th a t, th ro u g h th e san c tifica tio n  o f th ese d io cesan p ries ts, th e  

p eo p le  o f  G o d  m ay  h av e  e te rn a l life .

A s  th e  h ead  o f th e  lo cal C h u rch , th e  b ish o p  is th e  perfector o f  

h is p eo p le b y  th e  w ill o f  G o d . A s  th e  h ead  o f th e  presbyterium, 

he is th e  d iv in e ly  ap p o in ted  perfector o f  h is  o w n  d io cesan  p riests .  

T h e fu llness o f ch arity  th e secu la r p riest n eed s fo r th e  p ro p er  

p erfo rm an ce o f h is o w n d u tie s in th e C h u rch w ill b e  h is o n ly  

in  th e  m easu re  o f  h is  filia l lo y alty  to  th e  h ead  o f h is sace rd o ta l 

b ro th e rh o o d .
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