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Sp eak in g w it h m od est y an d r e se r ve , Fat h e r Ken n ed y con clu d es: "A s 

far as t h e m ain  p u r p ose of t h is w ork is con cern ed , t h e d e t e rm in in g of 

t h e t im e w h en t h e Sain t s w ere p laced in t h e Can on , an y su b seq u en t in 

fo r m at ion  w ill p r ob ab ly n o t in flu en ce t h e gen eral con clu sion s. . . .”

W h at is, t o m y m in d , m or e im p or t an t t h an t h e p recise d at in g of t h e 

in clu sion of t h is n am e or t h at in t h e list s, is t h e fr e sh ligh t t h row n  

b y t h is d isse r tat ion on t h e gen eral r ô le of P op e G elasiu s in r e for m in g 

an d fixin g t h e R om an R it e . I t h ere b ecom es clear , fr om  t h e b are as

sem b lin g an d co llat in g of m an y it em s of in fo r m at ion  ly in g scat t e r ed u p  

an d  d ow n  t h e w h ole p ath  of m od ern  lit e r at u r e , t h at G elasiu s w ill even t u ally  

b e k n ow n  as h avin g exer t ed a ver y large an d im p or t an t in flu en ce over t h e 

R om an R it e , an d in p ar t icu lar , over t h e p ract ically u n ch an geab le an d  

sacrosan ct Can on  of t h e M ass. "In  all p r ob ab ilit y ,” Ken n ed y w rit e s, an d . 

w e t h in k , w it h r eason , "t h e so - called G r egor ian Can on is essen t ially t h e  

Can on  of t h e t im e of P op e G elasiu s; if w e excep t t h e ch an ges m ad e b y  

t h is la t t e r in  t h e p r ay er s of in t er cession , it is essen t ially t h e Can on  of t h e  

De Sacramentis (p . 190), w h ich m od er n sch o lar sh ip h as again ascr ib ed  

t o  St . A m b rose (|397). G e r a l d  E l l a r d , S.J.

'Published in M isc e lla n e a  d i S to r ia  I ta lia n a d i T o r in o , Series ΠΙ, Π (1906).

-  J o u rn a l o f T h e o lo g ic a l S tu d ie s , XV (1914), 226-255.
’Berlin u. Leipzig 2, 1927.
4Das C o m m u n ic a n te s u n d  S e in e H e ilig e n lis te , J a h rh u ch  fü r L itu rg ie w is se n sc h a f t. I. Mun

ster, 1921, I.

Ju s t  P r i c e . A  n ew  t extb ook  fo r  Cath o lic Colleges, "Econ om ics, P r in cip les 

an d P r ob lem s,” b y Fran k O ’H ar a, Josep h M . O ’Lear y , an d Ed w in B- 

H ay es, h as ap p ear ed in 1939 (V an  N ost r an d , N ew  Yor k , x- 672). T h e  

au t h o r s ar e con sciou s of t h e e lem en t of m oralit y w it h  w h ich  t h e ir scien ce  

is r e lat ed , an d t h e re fo r e, fo r gen eral p u r poses, it is se r v iceab le fo r m oral 

t h eo logian s. A t t en t ion  is h ere called  t o  a lon g sect ion (133- 156) con cern ed  

w it h  P r ice , in  w h ich  it  is clear t h at t h e o ld n or m s of d e te r m in in g a J»ri

Price ar e n o t of m u ch  w eigh t in  fact in  ou r m od ern m ercan t ile sy st em . 

T h e b ook p or t r ay s h ow  t h e lib er al econ om y , w h ich  h o ld s in  p r in cip le t h at  

p r ice - fixin g is m ech an ical an d in  n o sen se a m or al q u est ion , p r evails. For  

an  essay w h ich  d iscu sses t h e w ork fo r t h e m or alist s t o d o in r eph r asin g 

t h e r u les of t h e p ast t o m eet m od ern  con d it ion s, n o ar t icle y e t su rp asses 

t h at of O sw ald N ell- Br eu n in g, S.J., "For t sch r it t e in d er Leh r e von d er

P r eisge rech t igk e it . [Miscellanea Vermeersch (I , 93- 110)]. H e com p lain s 

t h at m or alist s ar e st ill t a lk in g in m ed ieval t e rm s, w h ich  fit t ed t h e sim p le  

econ om ic st r u ct u re of t h e t im es. H e d iscu sses w h at p lace Comm  urns 

Aestimatio can  h ave in  a cap it alist ic sy st em , n ow  t h at t h e "free” m ark e t  

en v isaged t n fo rm er t im es » con t r o lled . A gain , t h e G over n m en t is in  

b u sin ess n ow , an d  it s p r ices ar e n o t ju st m ere ly b ecau se of it 5 legit im acy .
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A
M O N G  th e q u e s tio n s a n s w e re d  b y  th e  B ib lic a l C o m m is 

s io n  o n  J u n e 3 0 , 1 9 0 9 , re la tin g  to  th e  in te rp re ta tio n  o f

G e n e s is , w a s o n e c o n c e rn in g  th e m a n n e r in  w h ic h  th e f ir s t  

w o m a n , E v e ,  w a s  p ro d u c e d  b y  G o d . T h e  re p ly  s a id  v e ry  c le a r ly  

th a t th e  l i te ra l h is to ric a l m e a n in g  o f  th e  f ir s t th re e  c h a p te rs  o f  

G e n e s is c a n n o t b e  c o n s id e re d  d o u b tfu l w h e re th e n a rra tiv e  is  

c o n c e rn e d  w ith  fa c ts  th a t to u c h  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l tru th s  o f th e  

C h ris tia n  re lig io n . A m o n g  th e s e fa c ts i t s p e c if ie s s e v e ra l in  

p a r tic u la r . O n e  o f  th e se  is  th e  o r ig in  o f  E v e  f ro m  A d a m . T h e  

e x a c t  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  C o m m is s io n  w a s: " th e  fo rm a tio n  o f th e  

f ir s t  w o m a n  f ro m  th e  f irs t  m a n  c a n n o t  b e  c a lle d  in to  q u e s tio n .” 1

F o r s e v e ra l y e a rs a f te r th is re p ly , C a th o lic  w rite rs , th e o 

lo g ia n s a n d  o th e rs , s e e m e d to  b e w e ll a g re e d  th a t, w h a te v e r  

m ig h t  b e  s a id  a b o u t th e  o r ig in  o f A d a m ’s  b o d y , th e re  c o u ld  b e  

n o  q u e s tio n  a m o n g  C a th o lic s  re g a rd in g  th e  fa c t  th a t  E v e  s  b o d y  

w a s  p ro d u c e d  b y  a  s p e c ia l o p e ra tio n  o f A lm ig h ty  G o d  u s in g  a s  

m a te r ia l a  p a r t  o f  th e  b o d y  o f A d a m . A n d  y e t, in  th e  la s t fe w

E n c h ir id io n S y m b o lo m m . «L I··, n-
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y e a rs , m o re th a n  o n e C a th o lic  w rite r h a s g iv e n  e x p re s s io n  to  

d o u b ts  a b o u t th e  l i te ra l h is to ric a l s e n s e o f th e  a c c o u n t o f th e  

m a k in g  o f E v e , a s s e t fo r th  in  G e n e s is , 2 , 2 1 -2 2 : " T h e n  th e  

L o rd  G o d  c a s t a  d e e p  s le e p  u p o n  A d a m  ; a n d  w h e n  h e  w a s fa s t 

a s le e p , h e  to o k  o n e  o f h is  r ib s , a n d  f i lle d  u p  f le sh  fo r i t . A n d  

th e  L o rd  G o d  b u ilt th e  r ib  w h ic h  h e  to o k  f ro m  A d a m  in to  a  

w o m a n ; a n d  b ro u g h t h e r to  A d a m .”

A n  e x a m p le o f th e se d o u b ts m a y b e fo u n d  in  LAmi du 

Clergé o f M a rc h 5 , 1 9 3 6 . In  a n  u n s ig n e d  a r tic le o n  h u m a n  

o r ig in s , th e fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t o c c u rs : " In  a d m ittin g  th a t, 

p a ra lle l w ith  th e th e c re a tio n  o f th e f ir s t m a n (w h e th e r b y  

w a y  o f  e v o lu tio n ,  d ire c te d  b y  G o d  a n d  te rm in a tin g  in  a  b ru s q u e  

a n d  s u c c e s s fu l mutation, o r b y  w a y  o f d ire c t a n d  im m e d ia te  

c re a tio n ) th e  c re a tio n  o f  th e  f ir s t w o m a n  to o k  p la c e  e x a c tly  in  

s im ila r  c o n d itio n s , w o u ld  th e re  n o t b e  a  p h y s ic a l d e p e n d e n c e  o f  

th e  w o m a n  o n  A d a m , s u f f ic ie n t to  ju s tify  th e  e x p re s s io n  fo r ·  

matio ex primo homine?'

A n o th e r e x a m p le is h a d  in th e re c e n t b o o k o f th e A b b é  

P . M . P é r ie r , Le Transformisme, in w h ic h th e a u th o r le a v e s  

th e  q u e s tio n  o p e n  a s to  h o w  fa r th e  in s p ire d  w rite r o f  G e n e s is  

2 , 2 1 -2 2  h a s  h a d  re c o u rse  to  a lle g o ry  o r  s y m b o l, m e re ly  in s is t in g  

th a t th e  p a s s a g e c o n ta in s m o ra l a n d  s o c ia l te a c h in g  o f a h ig h  

o rd e r . ’

Î27, note I: *'Il  y » deux manières de la (the origin of woes»»’» 

Les uns, déclarant, e *riora,  cette formation miraculeuse. en vrsfast 
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T o  th e s e  w rite rs  w e  m ig h t, p e rh a p s , a d d  th o s e  C a th o lic  s c ie n 

t is ts w h o  s u g g e s t th a t th e th e o lo g ia n s s h o u ld re c o n s id e r a n d  

p e rh a p s re in te rp re t th e  d o g m a s o f o r ig in a l s in  a n d  th e u n ity  

o f  th e  h u m a n  ra c e  s o  a s  to  le a v e  ro o m  fo r th e  s c ie n tif ic th e o ry  

o f p o ly g e n ism ? T h e  n a tu ra l e v o lu tio n  o f E v e o r ra th e r o f  

m a n y  E v e s w o u ld  b e  a c o ro lla ry  o f  s u c h  a n  h y p o th e s is .

I t is c le a r th a t th e s e a u th o rs a re n o t a v e rs e to a p u re ly  

m e ta p h o ric a l o r s y m b o lic  in te rp re ta tio n  o f th e  w o rd s o f  G e n 

e s is c o n c e rn in g th e m a k in g  o f E v e . F o r th e a u th o r o f th e  

a r tic le  in  L’Ami du Clergé, '’ th e id e a w h ic h th e B ib le w ish e s  

e s p e c ia lly  to  in c u lc a te  in  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f E v e  . . .  is th a t E v e  

w a s to  b e  fo r th e  f ir s t m a n  a  c o m p a n io n  similar to him, of the 

same physical nature as he.”™ In  s u c h  a n  in te rp re ta tio n  th e  

w o rd s o f th e  s a c re d  te x t a re a  s y m b o lic  e x p re ss io n o f a n  im 

p o r ta n t p h y s ic a l a n d  m o ra l tru th , b u t th e y  d o  n o t s ig n ify  th e  

l ite ra l h is to r ic a l fa c t w h ic h  prima facie th e y  s e e m  to  d o .

In  c o n tra s t to  th e s e s ta te m e n ts , s ta n d s th e  h ith e r to  u n a n i

m o u s  te a c h in g  o f  C a th o lic  th e o lo g ia n s  a g a in s t th e  m e ta p h o r ic a l  

e x e g e s is o f C a je ta n , w h ic h th e w rite rs c ite d a b o v e s e e m  to  

fa v o r . T h a t te a c h in g m a y b e p re s e n te d in th e w o rd s o f a  

re c e n t a u th o r w h o , w h ile fa v o r in g th e e v o lu tio n o f A d a m ’s  

b o d y , re je c ts  th e  s y m b o lic  in te rp re ta tio n  o f th e  w o rd s  o f  G e n 

e s is c o n c e rn in g  E v e : ” I t is o u r c o n s id e re d  a n d  d e f in ite b e lie f  

th a t E v e w a s re a lly  fo rm e d  f ro m  A d a m . In  o th e r w o rd s  th e  

formatio primae mulieris ex primo homine is l i te ra lly  a n d  h is 

to r ic a lly  tru e , a s a f f irm e d  b y  th e  B ib lic a l C o m m is s io n . In d e e d ·

d'orthodoxie, les Pères Schmidt er A. Lemonnyer, ont formulé cette opinion: 'Le trait 

d'Adam. formé de la poussière de la terre, fournit l’occasion de rappeler combien fragile 

λ  périssable est la vie qu’il possède. Celui d’Eve, formé d’une côte d’Adam, doit traduire 

» relation d’égalité et d’étroite solidarité qui existe entre l’homme et sa compagne’ (L m

^ rn iith e , p . 12J). Est-ce suffisant pour obéir à la commission biblique? Je 

a'e· déciderai pas.—Ceux qui veulent une interprétation plus littérale attendent, du progrès 

des des indications plus précises sur les dépendances possibles d’un organisme par

rapport à on autre.”

♦Cf. article Mygéiwsase by A. and J. Bouyssonie in D ie t. T b in l. C ttb . vol. 12, col. 2S56.

*Ler. rrf- 
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th a t is s o  c e r ta in  a n d  s o  c le a r ly  ta u g h t b o th  in  th e S c r ip tu re  

a n d  tra d it io n  th a t i t m a y  w e ll b e  de fide. In  th e  f ir s t p la c e , 

S c r ip tu re  te a c h e s th is v e ry  c le a r ly . T h u s S t. P a u l b a s e s im 

p o r ta n t  tru th s , b o th  d o g m a tic  a n d  m o ra l, o n  th e  o r ig in  o f  E v e  

f ro m  A d a m . S e c o n d ly , w e  h a v e th e  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  c o n s ta n t 

te a c h in g  o f  C a th o lic  tra d it io n , w h ic h  h a s a lw a y s  re g a rd e d  th e  

o r ig in  o f  E v e  a s  h is to r ic a lly  tru e , a n d  h a s  s e e n  in  i t th e  p ro p h e tic  

im a g e o f th e C h u rc h  o r ig in a tin g f ro m  C h ris t d y in g  o n th e  

c ro s s .

T h e  p u rp o s e  o f th e  p re s e n t a r tic le  is to  g a th e r  to g e th e r th e  

p r in c ip a l e le m e n ts o f th is  '’c o n s ta n t te a c h in g  o f C a th o lic  tra 

d itio n .” I t is , p e rh a p s , b e c a u s e th e o lo g ia n s f ro m  S u a re z to  

o u r d a y h a v e re a d ily a f f irm e d th a t tra d it io n b u t fa ile d to  

d e m o n s tra te  i t , th a t th is  p o in t o f  C a th o lic  d o c tr in e  s h o u ld  s til l 

b e  c a lle d  in  q u e s tio n  b y  s o m e . I f i t c a n  b e  s h o w n  th a t , a s a  

m a tte r o f fa c t, th e  C h u rc h  h a s a lw a y s  ta k e n  th e  s p e c ia l m a n 

n e r  o f th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  E v e ’s  b o d y  a s d e s c r ib e d  in  G e n e s is to  

b e l i te ra lly  tru e a n d  h a s a lw a y s c o n s id e re d  i t to  b e d iv in e ly  

p ro p h e tic  o f th e  re la tio n  o f th e  C h u rc h  to  J e s u s  C h ris t , th e n  

in d e e d  is  th e  m a n n e r  o f  th e  s p e c ia l c re a tio n  o f  E v e  a  fa c t w h ic h  

to u c h e s  o n e  o f th e  fu n d a m e n ta ls  o f th e  F a ith , a n d  a ll a tte m p ts  

a t g iv in g  th e  w o rd s  o f  G e n e s is  a  m e ta p h o r ic a l m e a n in g  a re  o u t  

o f  a c c o rd  w ith  C a th o lic  tru th .

h irs t o f  a ll , le t i t b e  re m e m b e re d  th a t th e  d e c la ra tio n  o f th e  

B ib lic a l C o m m is s io n is n o t th e  f irs t e c c le s ia s tic a l d o c u m e n t to  

tre a t  o f  th e  m a k in g  o f  E v e . In  th e  y e a r 1 2 0 1 , P o p e  In n o c e n t I I I .  

in  a  le tte r  to  th e  B ish o p  o f  T ib e r ia s , d e c la re d  th a t th e  p ra c tic e  

° f p o ly g a m y w a s ’ in im ic a l to  th e C h ris tia n  fa ith  b e c a u s e in  

th e b e g in n in g  o n e  r ib  w a s c h a n g e d in to  o n e w o m a n  a n d  th e  

d iv in e  S c r ip tu re s  te s tify  th a t 'b e c a u s e  o f  th is  a  m a n  s h a ll le a v e  

h is  fa th e r  a n d  m o th e r  a n d  s h a ll  c le a v e  to  h is  w ife , a n d  th e y  s h a ll

•t C £» ·/■/«■ «W Tiwhjy, Nrw York. 1»W. F 
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b e  tw o  in  o n e f le sh ’ .” 8 F ro m  th e s e w o rd s i t is c le a r th a t th e  

P o n tif f w ish e d to  p ro v e th e d iv in e in s titu tio n o f m o n o g a m y  

f ro m  th e  l i te ra l m e a n in g  o f  G e n e s is  2 , 2 1 a n d  2 4 . N e e d le s s to  

re m a rk , th e  u n ity  o f  m a rria g e  is a ls o  o n e  o f th e  fu n d a m e n ta ls  

of C h ris tia n m o ra l te a c h in g .

M o re im p re s s iv e s til l, a n d  m o re to  o u r p re s e n t p u rp o s e  a re  

th e  w o rd s o f th e C o u n c il o f V ie n n e , w h ic h  s o le m n ly  d e f in e d  

th a t S a in t J o h n  th e  E v a n g e lis t c o rre c tly  n a rra te d  th e  o rd e r o f  

e v e n ts  w h e n  h e  w ro te  th a t i t  w a s  a f te r  C h ris t h a d  d ie d  th a t o n e  

o f th e  s o ld ie rs o p e n e d  H is s id e w ith  a la n c e . In  th e c h a p te r  

c o n ta in in g  th is  d e f in it io n  th e  C o u n c il a s se r ts  th a t th e  s id e  o f  th e  

T o rd  o f G o d  w a s p e rfo ra te d  " in  o rd e r th a t f ro m  th e w a te r  

a n d  b lo o d w h ic h  f lo w e d  o u t o f i t m ig h t b e fo rm e d  th e o n e ,  

m m a c u la te , a n d  h o ly  v irg in  M o th e r C h u rc h , th e s p o u s e o f  

C h ris t, ju s t a s f ro m  th e  s id e o f th e f ir s t m a n , w h ile  h e  s le p t,  

E v e  w a s fo rm e d  to  b e  h is w ife , th a t th u s th e  tru th  in  C h ris t ,  

u r  n e w e s t A d a m , m ig h t c o rre s p o n d  to  th e  c e r ta in  ty p e  o f  th e  

f ir s t a n d  o ld  A d a m ,  w h o , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  A p o s tle , 'is  th e  f ig u re  

of th e  o n e  w h o  w a s to  c o m e ’ .” * E v e n  th o u g h  i t b e  a d m itte d  

th a t th is  p a ra lle l b e tw e e n  A d a m  a n d  E v e  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d  a n d  

C h ris t a n d  th e  C h u rc h  o n  th e  o th e r w a s n o t th e  o b je c t o f th e  

c o n c ilia r  d e f in it io n , n e v e r th e le s s  i t is  im p o ss ib le  to  d e n y  th a t  th e  

C o u n c il fo u n d  a  type in  w h a t i t c o n s id e re d  to  b e  a  re a l fa c t ,  

n a m e ly , th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  E v e ’s b o d y  f ro m  th e  b o d y  o f A d a m .  

I t p la c e d  s u c h  s o le m n  e m p h a s is  o n  th e  re a l o p e n in g  o f th e  s id e  

o f  th e  dead C h ris t b e c a u s e  o f th e  mystery w h ic h  w a s  c o n ta in e d  

th e re in , a  m y s te ry  w h ic h , th e  C o u n c il s a y s , w a s p re f ig u re d  in  

th e  fo rm in g  o f  th e  f ir s t w o m a n  o u t  o f  th e  s id e  o f  th e  f ir s t m a n , 

w h ile  th e  la t te r  s le p t.

*Dcaziager, E n ch ir id io n  S ym bo lo rum , ed. 18a, n. 408.

E n ch ir id io n  S ym bo lo rum , ed. 18 a, n. 480. On the history of this definition 

.j* «ill unsettled question as to whether the condemned doctrine was really taught 

John Peter Olivi. cf. Ewald Muller O.F.M., D« K on z il to n V ienn e , Münster in W.,

* pF

T h a t a  v e ry  c le a r  a n d  d e f in ite  d o c tr in e  o n  th e  m y s te ry  c o n 

ta in e d  in  th e  s p e c ia l m a n n e r o f  E v e ’s fo rm a tio n  e x is te d  in  th e  
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s e c o n d  d e c a d e  o f th e  fo u r te e n th  c e n tu ry  is s u f f ic ie n tly  e v id e n t 

f ro m  th e  C o u n c il o f V ie n n e . I t w a s e x p re s s ly ta u g h t b y  th e  

g re a t th e o lo g ia n s  o f  th e  p re c e d in g  c e n tu ry .

F o r  P e te r L o m b a rd , th e  c re a tio n  o f  E v e  w a s a  f ig u re  o f th e  

s a c ra m e n ts  f lo w in g  o u t  o f  th e  s id e  o f  C h ris t: " F o r  a s  th e  w o m a n  

w a s  fo rm e d  f ro m  th e  s id e  o f  th e  m a n  in  h is  s le e p , s o  th e  C h u rc h  

f ro m  th e  s a c ra m e n ts  w h ic h p o u re d  o u t o f th e s id e o f C h ris t 

d y in g  o n  th e  C ro s s , n a m e ly , f ro m  th e  b lo o d  a n d  w a te r  b y  w h ic h  

w e  a re  re d e e m e d  f ro m  p u n is h m e n ts  a n d  w a s h e d  f ro m  s in s .”  '

S a in t B o n a v e n tu re  in  h is c o m m e n ta ry  o n  th is  p a s s a g e  o f th e  

L o m b a rd g iv e s tw o re a s o n s w h y  i t w a s c o n g ru o u s th a t E v e  

s h o u ld  b e p ro d u c e d  in  th e  w a y  G e n e s is  in d ic a te s . T h e  f ir s t is  

th a t th e  m a n n e r o f p ro d u c tio n  c o rre sp o n d s  to  th e p ro p e r tie s  

o f th a t m u tu a l u n io n  w h ic h  in  re a li ty  e x is ts  b e tw e e n  th e  m a n  

a n d  th e  w o m a n ; s e c o n d ly , i t is c o n s o n a n t w ith  th e  th in g s  th a t  

a re  s ig n if ie d  b y  th e  m a n  a n d  th e  w o m a n . T h e s e  a re  th re e : G o d  

a n d  th e  s o u l, C h ris t a n d  th e  C h u rc h , th e  s u p e r io r re a s o n  a n d  

th e  in fe r io r . A s to  th e s e c o n d  o f th e s e , h e w rite s : " F o r th e  

C h u rc h  is fo rm e d  f ro m  C h ris t, w h e n  f ro m  th e s id e o f  C h ris t  

a s le e p  o n  th e  C ro s s b lo o d a n d  w a te r f lo w e d  o u t, f ro m  w h ic h  

c o m e s  th e  e f f ic a c y  o f  th e  s a c ra m e n ts  o f th e  C h u rc h . T h ro u g h  

th e s e  s a c ra m e n ts  th e  C h u rc h  is fo u n d e d  a n d  th u s  th e  m a n  c o r 

re s p o n d s to  C h ris t, th e  s le e p  to  d e a th , th e  re m o v in g  o f th e  r ib  

to  th e  o p e n in g  o f  th e  s id e .”  ’

A  s lig h t v a r ia tio n  o f th e s a m e te a c h in g  is c o n ta in e d  in th e  

Summa of A le x a n d e r o f H a le s . S p e a k in g  o f th e m y s te r io u s  

s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  fa c t th a t a ll m e n , in c lu d in g  E v e , c o m e  f ro m  

A d a m , h e  s a y s : ’ ’T h e  s e c o n d  m y s te ry  is th a t o f  s p ir itu a l u n io n ,  

fo r a s A d a m  a n d  E v e  w e re a s i t w e re  o n e  c a rn a l b o d y , s e e in g  

th a t th e  w o m a n  w a s fo rm e d  f ro m  th e  m a n , s o  C h ris t a n d  th e  

C h u rc h  a re  a s i t w e re  o n e  s p ir itu a l b o d y , fo r th e  C h u rc h  w a s  

fo rm e d  f ro m  H im . a s  i t s a id  in  E p h e s ia n s 5 , 5 0 a re  m e m -

wn S*·#..  i I·. Hl. Qwtccà». mI_ IS1*.  naa. U p. J1».

H Sr»/. 4- l·. a. I, * I. cs*el.  Ojr»*  Omb, Owtraccfc, Nbrma. Ma Π. p.
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ix n o f  H is  b o d y  a n d  o f H is  f le sh  a n d  o f H is  b o n e ’ .” 1 ' A g a in  

h e  w rite s in  th e  s a m e  v e in : " T h e  m a n n e r o f fo rm in g  E v e  w a s  

o rd a in e d fo r o u r in s tru c tio n . F o r a s th e w o m a n  h a d  to  b e  

n u d e , th a t b y  h e r  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  m a n  s h e  m ig h t s ig n ify  th e  

c o n ju n c tio n  o f C h ris t w ith  th e  C h u rc h , s o a ls o  s h e h a d  to  b e  

fo rm e d ( in  s u c h  a  w a y ) th a t b y  h e r fo rm a tio n  m ig h t b e  s ig 

n if ie d  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f th e  C h u rc h  f ro m  C h ris t. H e n c e th e  

w o rd s o f E p h e s ia n s 5 , 3 1 -3 2  ’T h e y  s h a ll b e tw o  in  o n e f le sh ;  

th is  is a  g re a t s a c ra m e n t in  C h ris t a n d  th e  C h u rc h ’ .” ' 1

S a in t A lb e r t th e  G re a t, in  re p ly  to  th e q u e s tio n w h y d id  

G o d  m a k e th e w o m a n f ro m  th e s id e o f th e m a n , g iv e s f iv e  

re a s o n s , th e th ird  o f w h ic h  is d ra w n  ’’f ro m  th e  s ig n if ic a tio n :  

fo r a s E v e  f ro m  th e  s id e  o f A d a m , s o  th e  C h u rc h  w a s to  b e  

fo rm e d  f ro m  th e  s id e  o f  C h ris t.” A n d  h e  c ite s  th e  s a m e  w o rd s  

o f S c  P a u l to  th e  E p h e s ia n s , " T h is is a  g re a t s a c ra m e n t, b u t 1  

p e a k  in  C h ris t  a n d  in  th e  C h u rc h .” 1 4

T h e  A n g e lic  D o c to r  e n u m e ra te s  fo u r  re a s o n s  w h y  E v e  s h o u ld

n a v e  b e e n  m a d e  f ro m  A d a m : h is s u p e rio r d ig n ity  a s o r ig in  o f  

th e  w h o le  ra c e ; th e  s p e c ia l lo v e  h e  s h o u ld  h a v e  fo r  h is  w ife ; th e  

e x ig e n c ie s o f  fa m ily  l ife  in  w h ic h  th e  h u s b a n d  is th e  h e a d ; a n d  

h n a lly  " th e s a c ra m e n ta l re a s o n , b e c a u s e b y  th is is p re f ig u re d  

th e  fa c t th a t th e  C h u rc h  h a s i ts  o r ig in  in  C h ris t , w h e n c e  th e  

\p o s d e  s a y s 'T h is is a g re a t s a c ra m e n t, b u t I s p e a k  in  C h ris t  

in d th e C h u rc h ’ .” S a in t T h o m a s a rg u e s fo r th e f i tn e s s o f  

fo rm in g  E v e  f ro m  th e  r ib  o f A d a m . H is  s e c o n d  re a s o n  fo r i t  

s th e  s a c ra m e n ta l s ig n if ic a tio n , b e c a u s e  f ro m  th e  s id e  o f  C h ris t  

d e e p in g  o n  th e  C ro s s  th e  s a c ra m e n ts  f lo w e d  o u t, th a t is , b lo o d  

a n d  w a te r , b y  w h ic h  th e  C h u rc h  w a s e s ta b lish e d .” 1 ’

S e rn a J a e , D e  C o rp o re H  a m e n a , sectio II, q. I, tit- I, raembt. I, cap. I, Quaracchi 

HrriT. tara. Π. p- SÎ4. For an account of the divergent opinions concerning the

of the treatise De Corporr H a m a n n , cf. Ernest J. Primeau, D o c tr in a Snmmee 

T U o ^ 'a e A in a n ir i H d e n sit i t Sprrihu S a n c ti e p n j fm to t In h a b ita tio n e , M a a J e ie in ,  

*%. pp. ll-ll.
•iOp eat, tit. II. membr. II. q- Π, cap. IL, p. 417-

T h e tL · pars 2, tract. 19, q. SO, membr. Hl, O p e ra O m n ia , Borgnet edition, 
», p U». 15S»»·. T h eo l. I, q. 92, a. 2 and J.
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N o  o n e w h o  re a d s th e  a r tic le s  in  w h ic h  th e s e  p r in c e s  o f  th e  

S c h o o l tre a t o f th e p ro d u c tio n  o f E v e c a n d o u b t th a t th e y  

c o n s id e re d  th e  l i te ra l s e n s e  o f  G e n e s is  a s  n e c e s sa ry  fo r  th e  u n d e r

s ta n d in g  o f  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  th e  C h u rc h  c o m e s  in to  b e in g  w ith  

d e p e n d e n c e  o n  th e  R e d e e m e r , J e s u s  C h ris t . T h a t th is  d e p e n d 

e n c e w a s p re f ig u re d  b y  a re a l fo rm a tio n  o f th e  f ir s t w o m a n  

f ro m  th e  f ir s t m a n , in  th e l i te ra l a n d  fa c tu a l s e n s e a n d  n o t 

m e re ly  m e ta p h o r ic a lly , is c le a r f ro m  th e ir p la in  u n v a rn is h e d  

s ta te m e n ts a s w e ll a s f ro m  th e ir in s is te n c e  o n  th e m ira c u lo u s  

n a tu re  o f th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  A lm ig h ty  G o d  in  p ro d u c in g  E v e . 1 *

T h a t th is d o c tr in e o f th e C o u n c il o f V ie n n e a n d  o f th e  

th e o lo g ia n s  o f  th a t a g e  w a s  fo u n d e d  o n  a  u n iv e rsa l  a n d  c o n s ta n t  

tra d it io n , is n o t d if f ic u lt to  s h o w . I t is e s p e c ia lly  in  th e  c o m 

m e n ta r ie s  o f  th e  F a th e rs o n  G e n e s is  a n d  o n  th e  le tte r o f S a in t 

P a u l to  th e  E p h e s ia n s th a t w e  h a v e s e a rc h e d  fo r i t . B u t n o t 

th e re  a lo n e is i t fo u n d . T h e  v e ry  f re q u e n c y  w ith  w h ic h  th e  

F a th e rs  in  s p e a k in g  a n d  w ritin g  o n  th e  C h u rc h , th e  In c a rn a 

t io n , th e  P a s s io n  o f O u r L o rd , a n d  e v e n  o th e r d o g m a tic a n d  

m o ra l to p ic s , in v o k e  o r  re fe r  to  th e  p ro p h e c y  a n d  m y s te ry  c o n 

ta in e d  in  th e  p e c u lia r  m o d e  o f  E v e ’s  p ro d u c tio n ,  is  a n  in d ic a tio n  

o f  th e  im p o r ta n c e  th e y  a tta c h e d  to  th e  o b v io u s  m e a n in g  o f  th e  

n a rra tiv e  o f  G e n e s is .

A m o n g  th e  G re e k F a th e rs th e f ir s t e x p lic it w itn e s s to  th is  

tra d it io n  w e  h a v e  fo u n d  in  a  s e rm o n  On fhc Passion and Cross 

of tbt Lord, a ttr ib u te d  to  S t. A th a n a s iu s , th o u g h  n o t c e r ta in ly  

a u th e n tic . In  th is s e rm o n  tw o  re a s o n s  a re  g iv e n  w h y  th e  b o d y  

o f  C h ris t w a s p ie rc e d  in  th e  s id e , f ro m  w h ic h  b lo o d  a n d  w a te r  

f lo w e d  o u t, ra th e r  th a n  in  a n o th e r  p a r t . I t w a s  ’ 'in  o rd e r  th a t,  

a s  f ir s t  th ro u g h  th e  w o m a n  fo rm e d  f ro m  th e  s id e  d e c e p tio n  h a d

I*Ont  they LiMiBiAerrri the in which Eve w» formed mwacviom κ clear * the 

five -*vv" we have qtacced: Peter Lombard, Π- Srwf. d, I·, cap. IV, VI; Sc. Bonavesrurc, 

fe l l Sew*.,  d- It, ·> 1. 4·  Tom. Π. p 4M ·«-; Alexander o f Halo, dp. rti..

rie Π. tneœhr Π. Π. cap HI. p 41» «ΟΦ. Aîî*«  Gr«'· fat. rt*.,  p J If; Ju 

Thcmau I. q- 9 2 . *-  4. wp. ad 2, ad >. 
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c o m e , s o  th ro u g h  th e  s id e  o f th e  s e c o n d  A d a m  th e  re d e m p tio n  

a n d  c le a n s in g  o f  th e  f irs t m ig h t b e  b ro u g h t a b o u t.” 1

S a in t E p ip h a n iu s in  a s p ir ite d  le t te r to  J o h n  th e  B is h o p  o f  

J e ru sa le m  c o n c e rn in g  th e  d o c tr in e s  o f  O rig e n  a rg u e s  a g a in s t th e  

la tte r ’s m e ta p h o r ic a l in te rp re ta tio n  o f th e  tu n ic s o f s k in s  w ith  

w h ic h  A d a m  a n d  E v e  w e re  c lo th e d  a f te r th e ir s in . S t. E p ip h -  

in iu s  in s is ts th a t th e  s k in s  d o  n o t m e a n  h u m a n  b o d ie s , b e c a u se  

" if th a t is s o , h o w  is i t th a t b e fo re  th e  g a rm e n ts o f s k in s a n d  

b e fo re  th e  d is o b e d ie n c e  a n d  e je c tio n  f ro m  p a ra d is e  w e  re a d  th e  

w o rd s  o f  A d a m  w h o  s a id  n o t a lle g o r ic a lly  b u t tru ly  ’T h is  n o w  

is b o n e  o f m y  b o n e s  a n d  f le s h  o f m y  f le sh ’ ? O r w h e n c e is th a t  

w h ic h  th e  d iv in e  te x t te s tif ie s  ’A n d  G o d  c a s t s le e p  u p o n  A d a m  

a n d  h e  s le p t, a n d  H e  to o k  o n e  o f  h is  r ib s , a n d  H e  f i l le d  in  f le sh  

in  i ts  p la c e , a n d  o u t o f th e  r ib  w h ic h  H e  h a d  ta k e n  f ro m  h im  

H e  b u ilt  u p  fo r  h im  a  w ife ’ ?* ’ 1 8

In h is tre a tis e o n h e re s ie s , e n tit le d  Panarion, E p ip h a n iu s  

b s e rv e s  th e  a c c u ra c y  o f  H o ly  S c r ip tu re  in  s a y in g  n o t th a t E v e  

w a s fo rm e d  b u t th a t s h e  w a s  built up, " th a t th e re b y  w e  m ig h t  

- r .d e n ta n d  th e  fa c t th a t th e  L o rd  s h a p e d  fo r  H im s e lf a  b o d y  

:ro m  M a ry , a n d  th a t H e  b u ilt fo r H im s e lf th e  C h u rc h  f ro m  

H is s id e , w h e n th a t s id e w a s w o u n d e d  b y a s p e a r a n d th e  

m y s te r ie s  o f  b lo o d  a n d  w a te r  f lo w e d  o u t o f i t fo r  o u r p u r if ic a 

t io n .”  ’ T h a t S t. E p ip h a n iu s  to o k  th e  a c c o u n t  o f  E v e ’s fo rm a 

t io n  q u ite l ite ra lly  a n d  th a t h e  s a w  in  i t a fo re c a s tin g  o f th e  

m y s te ry  o f  C h ris t a n d  th e  C h u rc h , is b e y o n d  q u e s tio n .

S a in t J o h n  C h ry s o s to m  in  a  b e a u tifu l d is c o u rs e  e n tit le d  In 

praise of Maximus and concerning the Kind of Wives Men 

Jx/uld Marry d w e lls  a t  s o m e  le n g th  u p o n  th e  p ro p h e tic  s ig n if i

c a n c e  o f th e  a c c o u n t o f th e  m a k in g  o f  E v e . T h e  w h o le  p a s 

s a g e  is w o rth  q u o tin g . " F o r ju s t a s E v e  w a s b o rn  o f th e  s id e  

o f  A d a m , s o  w e  o u rs e lv e s f ro m  th e  s id e  o f  C h ris t. T h a t is th e  

m e a n in g  o f ’o f h is f le s h  a n d  o f h is b o n e s ’ . B u t w e a ll k n o w

rMG 2i. 22J H·  l#MG 4}’ 5,î **·  I9MG 42· 729-7Î2.
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th a t E v e  w a s  b o rn  o f th e  s id e o f A d a m  a n d  th e  S c r ip tu re  s a y s  

p la in ly  th a t G o d  th re w  A d a m  in to  a n  e c s ta s y  a n d  to o k  o n e  o f  

h is r ib s  a n d  b u ilt i t u p  in to  a w o m a n . B u t h o w  c a n  w e  s h o w  

th a t th e  C h u rc h  w a s  p u t  to g e th e r  f ro m  th e  s id e  o f  C h ris t?  W e ll  

n o w , th e S c r ip tu re b r in g s th a t o u t. F o r a f te r C h ris t w a s  

b ro u g h t u p  to  th e  C ro s s a n d  fa s te n e d  to  i t a n d  d ie d , O n e  o f  

th e  s o ld ie rs c a m e  u p  a n d  p ie rc e d  H is s id e , a n d  b lo o d  a n d  w a te r  

c a m e  o u t. ’ A n d  f ro m  th is  b lo o d  a n d  w a te r th e  w h o le  C h u rc h  

a ro s e . A n d  H e  te s tif ie s ( to  th is ) w h e n  H e  s a y s  ‘U n le s s  a  m a n  b e  

b o rn  a g a in  o f  w a te r a n d  s p ir it h e  c a n  n o t e n te r in to  th e  k in g 

d o m  o f h e a v e n . ’ N o w  th e b lo o d  is c a lle d  s p ir it . A n d  w e a re  

b o rn  th ro u g h  th e  w a te r  o f b a p tism  a n d  n o u r is h e d  th ro u g h  th e  

b lo o d . Y o u s e e h o w  w e a re o f H is f le s h a n d o f H is b o n e s , 

b e c a u s e b y th is b lo o d a n d w a te r w e a re b ro u g h t fo r th a n d  

n o u r ish e d . A n d  s o , ju s t a s w h ile A d a m  s le p t th e w o m a n  w a s  

b u ilt, s o  w h e n  C h ris t h a d  d ie d  th e  C h u rc h  w a s fa s h io n e d  f ro m  

h is s id e .” 2 0

P ra c tic a lly th e  s a m e te a c h in g is p re s e n te d in C h ry s o s to m ’s  

tw e n tie th  h o m ily  o n  th e  le tte r o f S a in t P a u l to  th e  E p h e s ia n s .  

I t is in b a p tism  th a t w e a re b o rn a n d s h a re in C h ris t ’s l ife ,  

b e c o m e H is b o d y  a n d  a re  s a id  to  b e ‘o f H is f le sh  a n d  o f H is  

b o n e s . ’ T h e re  a re  h e re tic s  w h o  d e n y  th is , b u t le t u s re m e m b e r  

th a t ’ ’A d a m  w a s fo rm e d , C h ris t w a s b o rn ; f ro m  th e  s id e o f  

A d a m  c a m e o u t c o rru p tio n , f ro m  th e s id e o f C h ris t l ife  

a ro s e .” ”

O n e  o f th e  o p p o n e n ts  o f S t. J o h n  C h ry s o s to m  in th e  c o u r t  

o f C o n s ta n tin o p le , S e v e r ia n , B ish o p  o f  G a b a la  in  S y r ia , in  h is  

f if th  o ra tio n  On tbe Creation of tbe World f in d s th e  p ic tu re  

o f  C h ris t in  th e  w h o le  a c c o u n t o f  E v e 's  fo rm a tio n . “ B u t s e e  th e  

im a g e  o f C h ris t e v e ry w h e re . G o d  d id n o t ta k e th e r ib  f ro m  

A d a m  b e fo re c a s tin g  h im  in to a d e e p  s le e p . W h y ? S in w a s  

d e s tin e d to  o r ig in a te f ro m  th e r ib , in a s m u c h  a s i t e n te re d  

( th e  w o rld ) th ro u g h  th e  w o m a n . T h e  S a v io u r c a m e b r in g in g

' *M G  n . 2 2 »  m .
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f ro m  H is s id e w a te r a n d  b lo o d , w a te r to  w a sh  a w a y  o u r s in s ,  

b lo o d to fu rn is h u s th e m y s te ry . B e h o ld th e f ig u re . A d a m  

s le e p s , th e  r ib  is ta k e n . S le e p  c o m e s o v e r th e  b o d y  o f C h ris t;  

H is  s id e  is  o p e n e d , th a t H e  m ig h t u n ra v e l th e  o ld  tra g e d y  w ith  

a  n e w  s o lu tio n . I  s p e a k  o f  H is  s le e p  o n  th e  C ro s s .” '

T h e o d o re t o f C y ru s , n o te d  fo r h is s h a re in th e N e sto r ia n  

c o n tro v e rs y  a n d  o n e  o f th e  m o s t p ro lif ic  o f th e  G re e k  w rite rs ,  

g iv e s e x p re s s io n to  th e s a m e id e a in h is c o m m e n ta ry o n  th e  

le tte r  to  th e  E p h e s ia n s : " J u s t a s E v e  w a s fo rm e d  f ro m  A d a m ,  

s o  w e f ro m  th e  L o rd  C h ris t. F o r w e  a re jo in e d  to g e th e r w ith  

H im  in  b a p tis m , w e  r is e w ith  H im  a n d  w e  e a t H is b o d y  a n d  

d r in k  H is b lo o d .” 2 3 In  h is tre a tis e  O w  the Incarnation of the 

Lord, s p e a k in g  o f th e  c a u s e s  o f th e  P a s s io n , h e  s a y s : " H is  s id e  

w a s o p e n e d l ik e A d a m ’s , b u t n o  w o m a n  c a m e fo r th  f ro m  i t

*  h o  b y  h e r d e c e it w a s to  g iv e  b ir th  to  d e a th  ; o n  th e  c o n tra ry  

i t w a s a fo u n ta in  o f l ife w h ic h  b y a d o u b le s tre a m  w a s to

• iv ify  th e  w h o le  w o rld . O n e  o f th e s e  s tre a m s in  th e  b a p tis te ry  

m a k e s  u s  n e w  a n d  p u ts  a ro u n d  u s  th e  s to le  o f im m o rta li ty , th e

t o th e r n o u r is h e s u s , w h e n b o rn , a t th e d iv in e ta b le a s m ilk  

n o u r is h e s in fa n ts .” ’ ’

S a in t J o h n  D a m a s c e n e  c o m m e n tin g  o n  E p h e s ia n s e c h o e s th e  

d e a s o f th e e a r lie r G re e k F a th e rs . O n  th e w o rd s " T h is is a  

g re a t s a c ra m e n t, b u t I s p e a k in  C h ris t a n d  th e C h u rc h ,” h e  

w rite s : " H e  jo in e d  th e  s p ir i tu a l to  th e  c a rn a l th a t H e m ig h t 

'h o w  fo r th  th e la t te r a s a f ig u re  o f th e fo rm e r . In  th is w a y  

th e re  c o m e s in to  b e in g  a mystery o f th e  tru th  h id d e n  in  th e  

ty p e ; n a m e ly  th e  ta k in g  o f th e  w o m a n  f ro m  th e  m a n  a n d  h e r  

u n io n  w ith  h im  ty p ify  C h ris t a n d  th e  C h u rc h . F o r i t is f ro m  

C h ris t th a t w e  h a v e  o u r h o lin e s s a n d  th ro u g h  h o lin e s s w e a re  

p in e d  to  H im .” 1 4

®MG 14, 4»2

«MG ta, 1*7.
*MG 71, 1+41. Wrongly attributed to St. Cyril of Alexandria and found among his 

μ  the Migne edition. Cf. B. Altaner. P tiro lo g ie , Freiburg im B., 1*3  8. p. 213.

I «MG 9 1 , tfl.
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B e fo re p a s s in g to th e L a tin  F a th e rs w e m a y re m a rk th a t  

w h ile  v a r io u s re a so n s a re  g iv e n  b y  s o m e o f th e  G re e k s fo r  th e  

o p e n in g  o f  A d a m ’s s id e , a n d  v a r io u s f ig u re s a re  fo u n d  in  th e  

b lo o d  w h ic h  f lo w e d  f ro m  th e  s id e  o f  C h ris t o n  th e  C ro ss , s ti ll 

o n e th in g is c le a r a m o n g a ll th o s e w h o tre a t a t a ll o f th e  

p ro p h e c y  o f  A d a m  (G e n . 2 , 2 3 ) a n d  th e  w o rd s o f  S t. P a u l to  

th e  E p h e s ia n s (5 , 3 2 ) , n a m e ly  th a t a s  E v e  c a m e  o u t o f  th e  s id e  

o f  A d a m  s o  th e  C h u rc h  f ro m  th e  s id e o f th e  S a v io u r . B e s id e s  

O rig e n /'’ w h o m  m a n y  o f th e  F a th e rs , b o th  G re e k  a n d  L a tin , 

re p re h e n d  s e v e re ly  fo r  h is a lle g o r iz in g  in th is m a tte r , w e  h a v e  

fo u n d o n ly tw o w rite rs o f th e E a s te rn C h u rc h , w h o g iv e  

re a so n s fo r th e fo rm in g  o f E v e f ro m  A d a m  b u t m a k e n o  

m e n tio n  o f  th is  p a ra lle l . T h e s e  a re  S t. T h e o p h ilu s  o f  A n tio c h*  

a n d S t. E p h re m  th e S y r ia n .2 8 B o th tre a t th e s u b je c t w ith  

re fe re n c e s  to  G e n e s is  o n ly . F o r  b o th  th e  m a in  re a s o n  s e e m s to  

b e  th e  s a fe g u a rd in g  o f  th e  tru th  o f th e  o n e n e ss o f G o d  a s th e  

m a k e r  o f  b o th  m a n  a n d  w o m a n . S u ff ic e  i t to  s a y  th a t in  th e se  

tw o  F a th e rs  th e  re la tio n  to  C h ris t a n d  th e  C h u rc h  is in  n o  w a y  

d e n ie d . I t is  s im p ly  p a s se d  o v e r in  s ile n c e . P e rh a p s S t. E p h re m  

w a s in f lu e n c e d in h is tre a tm e n t b y S t. T h e o p h ilu s . 1 * T h e  

la tte r , w ritin g  a t th e  e n d  o f th e  s e c o n d  c e n tu ry , b e lo n g e d  to  a  

p e r io d in w h ic h  th e  C a th o lic d o c tr in e o n  th e p r im itiv e  s ta te  

o f m a n  w a s n o t y e t w e ll o rg a n iz e d , 2 * a n d  th e  d o c tr in e  o n  th e  

o r ig in  o f  w o m a n  w a s  tre a te d  in  th e  m o s t f ra g m e n ta ry  m a n n e r ,  

if a t a ll.

A m o n g  th e L a tin s , th e tra d itio n a l p a ra lle l a p p e a rs a s e a r ly

’’Origen'» denial o f the literal »eme a t Genet, 2, 21-22 may be fooad in Ce»fri 

Cefrn*  IV, J·, MG II. Ι··Ι-Ι··9. Foe a Im of the Fathen who took him to raaà 

for he ratlines·. set L Mechineao. L ’H itfo n c iié in  tro it fm o im  c b o jiirn  i t U  Grwir 

Rome. 191·. p. «4 sq.

•To ABArfym Π. 2·. MG 4. 1 9 9 1 .

•Excerpe from fn/rrjreioimnrt «■ Sec raw Srrfp/em, Rouft-Journal EucierWw. 

Fa/reAmaa. u. 721-

•For the pUcr of 5<- Ephrem tn the Syrian tradition cf. G Ik o o c u , SmT £/-ra» fex 

Ro h m . 1921. pp 1)7-1^·

*Cf A Slmnhewth*.  i t l 'h ô te  i t* t U  lr» é ifn e i t H fH e r m tu

Sate# A«f*a«w.  Fom. F w W 

V·
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a s T e r tu ll ia n . In  h is tre a tise  De Anima, s p e a k in g  o f s le e p in  

g e n e ra l a n d  th a t o f  A d a m  in  p a r tic u la r , h e  c o n s id e rs th e  s le e p  

)f A d a m  to  b e  a n  im a g e  o f  d e a th . " F o r a s A d a m  w a s a  f ig u re  

o f  C h ris t , A d a m ’s s le e p  fo re s h a d o w e d  th e  d e a th  o f  C h ris t , w h o  

w a s to  s le e p a  m o rta l s lu m b e r , th a t f ro m  th e  w o u n d  in f l ic te d  

o n H is s id e m ig h t in l ik e m a n n e r (a s E v e w a s fo rm e d ) b e  

ty  p if ie d  th e  C h u rc h  th e  tru e  m o th e r o f  th e  l iv in g .” 3 1

S a in t Z e n o  o f V e ro n a s p e a k in g o f s p ir i tu a l c irc u m c is io n ,  

o u r  ru in  th ro u g h  E v e  a n d  A d a m , a n d  o u r  v iv if ic a tio n  th ro u g h  

C h ris t o u r L o rd , s a y s th a t th e f ir s t m a n  w a s re s to re d  to  h is  

p r is tin e  s ta te  b y  th e  s a c r if ic e  c o n s u m m a te d  o n  th e  C ro s s . " A n d  

w h ile  H e  s le p t a  h a p p y  s le e p , b y  th e  th ru s t o f th e  la n c e  n o t a  

n b  w a s to rn  f ro m  H is  s id e , b u t a  s p ir itu a l b o d y  o f a  s p ir i tu a l 

w o m a n  w a s p o u re d  o u t th ro u g h  th e  w a te r a n d  b lo o d , th a t is  

D ip tis m  a n d  m a rty rd o m . In  th is w a y  A d a m  w a s m a d e n e w  

b y  C h ris t, E v e b y  th e C h u rc h .” 3 2 In  th is te x t w e h a v e a n  

• îs ta n c e o f th e v a r ia tio n  w h ic h s o m e tim e s o c c u rs in  th e e x -  

a n a tio n  o f th e  m e a n in g  o f th e  b lo o d  w h ic h p o u re d  o u t o f  

jr  L o rd ’s  o p e n  s id e , b u t th e  e s s e n tia l e le m e n ts o f  th e  p a ra lle l  

a re m a in ta in e d , a s is e v id e n t.

T h e  c o rre la tio n  o f A d a m  a n d  C h ris t, E v e  a n d  th e  C h u rc h ,  

• b e a u tifu lly d e v e lo p e d in a lo n g p a s s a g e o f S t. A m b ro se ’s  

Exfositio Eiangelii secundum Lucam. W e  s h a ll q u o te  b u t a  

‘n r  o f th e  m o s t s tr ik in g  p h ra s e s . " T h e  n e w  A d a m  is C h ris t ,  

th e  n b  o f  C h ris t is th e  l ife  o f  th e  C h u rc h  . . .  i t is n o t a  b o d ily  

r ib  b u t s p ir i tu a l . . . th is  is  E v e  th e  m o th e r  o f  a ll th e  l iv in g  . . . 

th e  m o th e r  o f  th e  l iv in g  is th e  C h u rc h  w h ic h  G o d  b u ilt u p  o n  

th e  c o rn e rs to n e  o f C h ris t J e s u s . . . ,” 3 3 In  o n e  o f h is le tte rs ,  

w ith  d ire c t re fe re n c e to  E p h e s ia n s 5 , 3 2 , h e  w rite s : " I f th e re 

fo re th e  m a rita l u n io n  o f  A d a m  a n d  E v e  is a  g re a t s a c ra m e n t 

. ,1 C h ris t a n d  th e  C h u rc h , i t is c e r ta in  th a t a s E v e w a s b o n e

•ML. 2, 725.

■jwrf. tik 1, tt. 11, n. 10. ML It, 552.
^ML IJ, 1534.
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o f  h e r h u s b a n d ’s  b o n e s  a n d  f le sh  o f  h is  f le s h , s o  w e  a re  m e m b e rs  

o f th e b o d y  o f C h ris t , b o n e o f H is b o n e s a n d f le s h o f H is  

f le s h .” 3 4

T h e A m b ro s ia s te r h a s th is te rse c o m m e n t o n S t. P a u l ’s 

e x h o r ta tio n  to  C h ris tia n  w iv e s in th e f if th  c h a p te r o f E p h e 

s ia n s : ' ’F ro m  C h ris t th e C h u rc h  to o k i ts o r ig in , th e re fo re i t 

is s u b je c t to  H im ; s o  th e  w o m a n  f ro m  th e  m a n  th a t s h e  m ig h t 

b e  s u b m is s iv e .” 3 3

S a in t L e o  th e  G re a t a lso  u n d e rs ta n d s  E p h e s ia n s 5 , 3 0 -5 2  in  

th e  tra d it io n a l s e n s e . In  o n e  o f h is  le t te rs w h ile  p ro v in g  th a t 

C h ris t h a d  a  tru e  b o d y  h e  a d d u c e s th a t te x t w ith  th is  o b s e rv a 

t io n : " F ro m  th e v e ry b e g in n in g  o f th e h u m a n ra c e C h ris t  

w a s  a n n o u n c e d  to  a ll m e n  a s c o m in g  in  th e  f le s h . In  th e  f le s h , 

ju s t a s i t is s a id  'th e y  s h a ll b e  tw o  in  o n e  f le s h , ’ th e re  a re  in d e e d  

tw o , G o d  a n d  m a n , C h ris t a n d  th e  C h u rc h  w h ic h  c a m e  fo r th  

f ro m  th e  f le sh  o f h e r s p o u s e w h e n  f ro m  th e  s id e o f th e  c ru c i

f ie d , a s  b lo o d  a n d  w a te r p o u re d  o u t, s h e  re c e iv e d  th e  s a c ra m e n t  

o f re d e m p tio n  a n d  re g e n e ra tio n ."  ”

S a in t J e ro m e  in  in te rp re tin g th e p ro p h e tic  w o rd s  o f A d a m , 

a s  c ite d  b y  S t. P a u l in  E p h e s ia n s , c le a r ly  l in k s u p  th e  c re a tio n  

o f E v e  f ro m  th e  s id e  o f A d a m  w ith  th e  c o n s u m m a te d  m a tr i

m o n y  o f th e tw o  a n d f in d s in b o th  a f ig u re o f th e re la tio n  

w h ic h  e x is ts b e tw e e n  C h ris t a n d  th e  C h u rc h . H e  d e n ie s th a t  

th e  w h o le h is to ry  o f A d a m  a n d  E v e  c a n  b e  re fe r re d  to  C h ris t 

a n d  th e  C h u rc h , b u t h o ld s  th a t th e  w o rd s  c ite d  b y  S t. P a u l c a n  

in d e e d . In  th e m  A d a m  re a lly  p ro p h e s ie d  " th a t O u r L o rd  a n d  

S a v io u r s h o u ld le a v e H is F a th e r , G o d , a n d H is m o th e r , th e  

h e a v e n ly  J e ru s a le m  a n d  s h o u ld  c o m e  to  e a r th  fo r th e s a k e o f  

H is  b o d y  th e  C h u rc h  a n d  f ro m  H is  o w n  s id e  s h o u ld  m a k e  h e r ,  

a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  th e  W o rd  s h o u ld  b e c o m e  f le s h ." S t. J e ro m e  

re fe rs in th is c o n n e c tio n  to  a c o n v e rsa tio n  h e h a d w ith  S t-

74» 5-4. ML 14. 114«. Of. *ho  In F*  I*.  tu 57, ML 14. 4»4 and f· Λ- 4 ·.

4 . IK ML 14. >«?K

’’Mt i f . m. wEpru »·, ♦. ml  »4.
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’ml  24, 555-536. C i. also C o n tre J o o n n em  H ie rso l·, n. 22, ML 25, 572; In  P b d e m .,  

4124.6·». »N. 10. ML 55, 1465 sq. “Lib. 12, cap. 23, ML 41, 375.

•Uh », cap. 15, n. 30, ML 54, 405. For an excellent discussion o£ St. Augustin’s 

e i Ac miracle, cf. P. de Vooght, L e n o tio n p h ilo so frh iq u e J u m ira c le c h e z sa in t  

H e rb e r t  b e t J e T h io l. A n e . e t V U i; t. 10, 193S, pp. 517-545. Even though 

K Mjacune admitted that Eve’* body may have been contained in the ra tio n e s se m in a le s  

a Umi rib, that did not prevent him from looking on its production as a special

G re g o ry  o f N a z ia n z e n  c o n c e rn in g  th e s e w o rd s  o f th e  A p o s tle .

F o r S t. G re g o ry  th e y  w e re fu ll o f " in e ffa b le m y s te r ie s .’ 3

B u t n o  w rite r o f th e  C h ris tia n  c e n tu r ie s h a s c o m e b a c k  s o  

o f te n  to  th e  p ro p h e c y  c o n ta in e d  in  G e n e s is 2 , 2 3 a s S t. A u g u s 

t in e . In  h is c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  G e n e s is , in  th e  De Civitate Dei, 

in  h is  s e rm o n s , in  th e  Ennarationes in Psalmos a n d  th e  Tractatus 

in Joannis Evangelium, th e re  is f re q u e n t re fe re n c e  to  th e  m a k 

in g  o f  E v e  a n d  i ts  s ig n if ic a n c e .

F irs t o f  a ll, th e  l ite ra ln e s s  o f th e  n a rra tiv e  o f  G e n e s is a n d  i ts  

re a lity a re ta k e n  fo r g ra n te d a s p la in ly  e v id e n t. T h u s , fo r  

e x a m p le , in  Tractatus IX in Joannis Evangelium, S t. A u g u s tin e  

n s is ts  o n  th e  m y s tic a l m e a n in g  o f  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  E v e ’s p ro d u c 

t io n a n d c le a r ly s u p p o s e s th e h is to r ic a l re a li ty  o f th e fa c ts  

w h ic h  h a v e  th a t m e a n in g . S o  h e  s a y s th a t G o d  m ig h t ju s t a s  

w e ll h a v e ta k e n  o u t A d a m ’s r ib p a in le s s ly , w h ile A d a m  w a s  

a w a k e , b u t  H e  d id  n o t d o  s o . A d a m  w a s a s le e p  w h e n  th e  r ib  

w a s re m o v e d , b e c a u se th a t d e ta il h a d  a m y stic a l s ig n if ic a n c e .  

I t c o rre s p o n d e d  to  th e  d e a th  o f  O u r  L o rd  o n  th e  C ro s s .  ’8 A g a in  

m  th e  De Civitate Dei h e  a c c u s e s  o f in f id e li ty  th o s e  w h o  d e n y  

th e  tru th  o f th e  a c c o u n t o f  th e  m a k in g  o f A d a m  a n d  E v e  a n d  

c o n s id e r i t to  b e  a  fa b le .3 9

I t is  in  th e  De Genesi ad litteram th a t th e  re a li ty  o f  th e  m a n 

n e r in  w h ic h  E v e w a s m a d e is b ro u g h t o u t m o st c le a r ly  a n d  

u  m ira c u lo u s c h a ra c te r in d ic a te d . S t A u g u s tin e c o m p a re s  

’h e p ro d u c tio n o f E v e to  th e c o n c e p tio n  o f C h ris t w ith o u t  

u rn a l in te rc o u rse . " B o th  a re in c re d ib le to  th e in f id e ls , b u t  

fo r th e fa ith fu l, w h y  s h o u ld  th e fa c t o f C h ris t’s c o n c e p tio n  

b e ta k e n  l i te ra lly  w h ile th a t w h ic h  is w ritte n  o f E v e is g iv e n  

a  f ig u ra tiv e  m e a n in g ?” 1 6
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T h a t th e w o rd s o f  A d a m  o n  f ir s t s e e in g  h is  w ife  c o n ta in e d  

a g re a t m y s te ry , S t. A u g u s tin e , a s s o  m a n y  o th e rs b e fo re  h im  

p ro v e d  f ro m  S t. P a u l to  th e  E p h e s ia n s T  3 1 -3 2 . T h a t A d a m ’s  

w o rd s  w e re  tru ly  p ro p h e tic  h e  s h o w s  f ro m  th e  fa c t O u r L o rd  

H im s e lf (M t. 1 9 , 4 ) a ttr ib u te d  th e m  to  th e G o d  w h o  m a d e  

A d a m . 1 1

N o w  th e  e x a c t b e a r in g  o f th e  p ro p h e c y  a n d  th e  m y s te ry  i t 

c o n ta in s w a s c le a r ly  u n d e rs to o d  b y S t. A u g u s tin e  f ro m  th e  

v e ry b e g in n in g  o f h is l i te ra ry c a re e r . F u r th e rm o re , h is e x 

p la n a tio n  h a rd ly  v a r ie s th ro u g h o u t h is l ife . A n d  s o  f ro m  th e  

t im e  o f th e  c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  De Genesi contra Manichaeos in  

3 8 9  o r  3 9 0 , a ll th e  w a y  th ro u g h  to  th e  w ritin g  o f  th e  la s t b o o k  

o f th e D e  Civitate Dei, in  4 2 6 , th e e s se n tia ls o f th e  p a ra lle l  

b e tw e e n  C h ris t a n d  th e  C h u rc h  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d  a n d  A d a m  a n d  

E v e  o n  th e  o th e r a re  b ro u g h t o u t in  s tr ik in g  re lie f . T h e  s le e p  

o f  A d a m  is  th e  d e a th  o f  C h ris t , th e  ta k in g  o u t  o f  th e  r ib  is th e  

o p e n in g  o f  th e  s id e w ith  th e  la n c e , th e  b u ild in g  u p  o f  E v e  o u t  

o f  th e  r ib  is  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  b r id e  o f  C h ris t,  

th e  C h u rc h , f ro m  th e  b lo o d  a n d  w a te r , i .e ., th e  s a c ra m e n ts  o f  

th e  C h u rc h . T h u s i t is th a t th e  C h u rc h  is th e  m o th e r  o f  a ll 

th o s e  w h o  l iv e  in  C h ris t , ju s t a s E v e  is th e  m o th e r  o f  a ll l iv in g  

m e n .

O u t  o f  th e  n u m e ro u s  p a s s a g e s  in  S t. A u g u s tin e  a  fe w  o f  th e  

m o s t ty p ic a l m a y  b e  c ite d . O n e  o f th e  e a r lie s t o c c u rs  in  th e  

De Genesi contra Manichaeos*'  I t d o e s n o t m a te ria lly  d if fe r  

f ro m  th e  la te r tre a tm e n t, b u t i t m a y  b e  o m itte d  le s t th e  e x 

c e ss iv e u s e o f a lle g o ry , o f w h ic h  th e  S a in t a c c u s e s h im s e lf , re 

fe r r in g  to  th is w o rk  in  th e De Genesi ad litteram,* 3 re n d e r i t  

s u s p e c t in  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  E v e .

W ritin g  a g a in s t F a u s tu s th e  M a n ic h a e a n , s o m e  t im e  b e tw e e n  

3 9 7  a n d  4 0 0 , S t. A u g u s tin e  s a y s  a p ro p o s  o f  G e n e s is  2 , 2 2 : " F o r  

th e  s le e p in g  m a n  a  w ife  w a s  m a d e  o u t  o f  h is  s id e ; fo r  th e  d y in s

°Dr G e n n i l i t . , bb 9 . op (9. e. 14. ML Μ» «I

**ML >4. 211.214.

I. J, ». f. Ml M. )7)
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C h ris t th e C h u rc h  w a s m a d e b y  th e s a c ra m e n t o f th e b lo o d  

w h ic h  f lo w e d o u t o f H is s id e a f te r H is d e a th . E v e is c a lle d  

th e  m o th e r  o f  th e  l iv in g , fo r  s h e  w a s  m a d e  f ro m  th e  s id e  o f  h e r  

h u s b a n d ; a n d  th e  L o rd  s a id  in  th e  G o sp e l, T f a  m a n  d o e s n o t  

e a t m y  f le s h  a n d  d r in k  m y  b lo o d , h e  s h a ll n o t h a v e  l ife  in  h im 

s e lf . ’ S o  a ll th e  m in u te  d e ta ils  o f  th is  p a r t o f  G e n e s is  fo re te ll  o f  

C h ris t a n d  th e  C h u rc h , w h e th e r  in  g o o d  C h ris tia n s  o r in  b a d .  

F o r i t w a s n o t in  v a in  th a t th e  A p o s tle  s a id  'A d a m  w h o  is th e  

f ig u re  o f  th e  o n e  w h o  is to  c o m e , ’ a n d  a ls o  'A  m a n  s h a ll le a v e  

h is fa th e r  a n d  m o th e r a n d  c le a v e  to  h is w ife  a n d  th e y  s h a ll b e  

tw o  in  o n e f le sh . T h is is a g re a t s a c ra m e n t, b u t I s p e a k in  

C h ris t a n d  th e  C h u rc h . ’ F o r w h o  d o e s n o t a c k n o w le d g e  th a t  

C h ris t le f t H is  F a th e r  in  s u c h  a  w a y  'th a t  b e in g  in  th e  fo rm  o f  

G o d , H e d id n o t th in k  i t ra p in e to b e e q u a l to G o d , b u t  

e m p tie d  H im s e lf  ta k in g  th e  fo rm  o f a  s la v e ’  ; th a t H e  le f t H is  

m o th e r , th e  S y n a g o g u e o f th e  J e w s , w h ic h  c lu n g  in  a c a rn a l  

m a n n e r to  th e O ld  T e s ta m e n t, a n d  a d h e re d  to  H is w ife th e  

h o ly  C h u rc h , s o  th a t in  th e  p e a c e  o f th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  th e y  

m ig h t b e  tw o  in  o n e  f le sh ? F o r b e in g  G o d  b e fo re  H is  F a th e r ,  

th ro u g h w h o m  w e w e re m a d e , H e  b e c a m e o n e  o f u s b y  th e  

f ie s h , in  o rd e r th a t w e  m ig h t b e  a b le to  b e  th e  b o d y  o f H im  

w h o  is o u r  h e a d .’” *

T h e  s a m e  in te rp re ta tio n  o f G e n e s is a p p e a rs in  th e tw e n ty -  

e c o n d  b o o k  o f  th e  De Civitate Dei. In  h is  a rg u m e n t fo r th e  

re s u rre c tio n  o f w o m a n  in  th e  fo rm  o f h e r o w n  s e x , h e  in s is ts  

th a t th e  w isd o m  a n d  g o o d n e s s  o f  G o d  w ill b e  p ra ise d  fo r  h a v in g  

m a d e w o m a n . " F o r a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  h u m a n  ra c e  th e  

w o m a n  w a s  m a d e  o f  a  r ib  ta k e n  f ro m  th e  s id e  o f  th e  m a n  w h ile  

e  s le p t, fo r  i t s e e m e d  f i t th a t e v e n  th e n  C h ris t a n d  H is  C h u rc h  

h o u ld b e fo re sh a d o w e d  in  th is e v e n t. F o r th a t s le e p  o f th e  

m a n w a s th e  d e a th  o f C h ris t, w h o s e s id e , a s H e  h u n g  l ife le ss  

u p o n  th e  C ro s s , w a s  p ie rc e d  w ith  a  s p e a r , a n d  th e re  f lo w e d  f ro m  

b lo o d  a n d  w a te r , a n d  th e se  w e k n o w  to  b e  th e  s a c ra m e n ts  

zy w h ic h th e C h u rc h  is 'b u ilt u p . ’ F o r S c r ip tu re  u s e d th is

«Ub. 12, op », ML 42, 25«.
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v e ry  w o rd  n o t s a y in g  'H e fo rm e d ’ o r ‘f ra m e d ’ b u t 'b u il t h e r  

u p  in to  a w o m a n ’ ; w h e n c e  a lso  th e  A p o stle  s p e a k s o f  th e  edifi

cation o f  th e  b o d y  o f  C h ris t w h ic h  is th e  C h u rc h . T h e  w o m a n  

th e re fo re is a c re a tu re  o f G o d  e v e n a s th e m a n  ; b u t b y  h e r  

c re a tio n  f ro m  m a n  u n ity  is c o m m e n d e d ; a n d th e m a n n e r o f  

h e r  c re a tio n  p re f ig u re d , a s  h a s  b e e n  s a id , C h ris t a n d  th e  C h u rc h .  

H e  th e n  w h o  c re a te d  b o th  s e x e s w ill re s to re b o th .” 4 '

I t is tru e  th a t S t. A u g u s tin e  s o m e tim e s  f in d s s ig n if ic a n c e  in  

d e ta ils  in  a  w a y  th a t s a v o rs  o f  a  re f in e d  a lle g o r ic a l e x e g e s is , b u t  

in  th e  fe w  s a lie n t fe a tu re s  o f  th e  p a ra lle l h e  is  a lw a y s  c o n s is te n t, 

a n d  p e rfe c tly  in  a c c o rd  w ith  h is p re d e c e s s o rs  a m o n g  th e  G re e k  

a n d L a tin w rite rs o f th e C h u rc h . M o re o v e r h e c o n s ta n tly  

h a rk s  b a c k  to  th e  mystery c o n ta in e d  in  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  E v e ’s  

b o d y  w a s m a d e .

T h e  la s t m e n tio n e d  fe a tu re o f A u g u s tin e ’s e x p o s it io n  is a ll 

th e  m o re  te l lin g  in  v ie w  o f  th e  fa c t th a t , c o n tra ry  to  m a n y  o f  

th e  F a th e rs , h e d e n ie d  th a t th e re w a s a n y  s p e c ia l re fe re n c e  to  

th e  d ig n ity  o f  m a n  in  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  A d a m ’s b o d y  w a s p ro 

d u c e d  o u t o f th e  s lim e  o f  th e  e a r th . 4 <

T h ro u g h  th e  c e n tu r ie s  d o w n  to  th e  d a y s  o f S t. T h o m a s , th e  

L a tin  w rite rs e c h o e d  th e s e th o u g h ts  o f S t. A u g u s tin e , s o m e 

t im e s a lm o st in h is v e ry w o rd s . T h e re la tio n  o f A d a m  a n d  

E v e to  C h ris t, in  i ts  c h ie f e le m e n ts , is in v a r ia b ly  s e t fo r th . A  

m e re  e n u m e ra tio n  o f th e s e a u th o rs w ill s u f f ic e : S t. P ro s p e r o f  

A q u ita in e / B le ss e d  Q u o d v u ltd e u $ ,“ S t. M a x im u s o f T u r in , 4 ’

*Cap. I/, ML 41» 7 7 1 cf. al»o D r Gr· ad l i t. . · . tip- », η. I·; lib. 9 , cap. 13. 

». 23; lib. 9 , cap. I·, n. >3 ML 34, »74. 4 9 2 . 4 9 4 »q.; Dr Gr. D r ·, Hb. 12, cap. 27 

and hb 14. cap. 22. ML 41, »74. 4$·; La /· ., tr. IS. n. 4; tr. 12·. n. 2. ML 31. 

1313. 1313; I · Λ. 4·. a. I·; /■ h . 34, «- II, ML 34» 441, 44«; la 7 i. 1*5.  S rra ta 4 .  

η . ί; T r . 124. n. 7 ; la  7 ·. |27. a. ||; /· ft 13«, ■*  2. ML 37, 13«I, 1472, 1444, 1714 

«4.; Srra·· J. a. 3; Srra»· 21«, n. 14, ML 34, 33, 1447.

*Dr Gr· ad l i t. , lib. 4, CJf. R, On. 24-22, ML 34. 347 aq. ci. E. C. Mc»en«rr. 

·> . c it. ρρ. 143-I44.

«7-ib. Sr·/ A ·*.  ML II. 47«.

dr ftvaMu. f t 7 re tJ ft» e > iu i D r ·. cap. 1, ·»- 3» ML JI, 731.

acthonbip erf da*  work cf. 1 ARmmt  ·>. r*-  P- 244.

S3, Srr»· 14 dr ftwbair. ML 1 7 . 9 9 1 , 1 9 4 .
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S t. A v itu s  o f  V ie n n e , 3 0 S t. F u lg e n tiu s , 5 1 E u g y p p iu s ,5 2 S t. C e s a r iu s  

o f A rle s ,M  S t. G re g o ry  o f T o u rs , 5 4 S t. I s id o re o f S e v ille ,8 5 S t.  

H ild e fo n s u s o f T o le d o ,5 9 S t. B e d e th e V e n e ra b le ,5 7 R a b a n u s  

M a u ru s ,3 0 H u g h  o f S t. V ic to r , 5 9 H e rv é o f B o u rg d io u ." N o  

d o u b t a  m o re  e x te n s iv e  re s e a rc h  w o u ld  u n e a r th  o th e r in s ta n c e s  

o f  th is  tra d itio n  o f  th e  L a tin  C h u rc h . N o r  h a v e  w e  fo u n d  a n y  

c o n tra d ic tio n  o f  i t in  a n y  o f th e  F a th e rs  o r w rite rs , w h o m  w e  

w e re  a b le  to  c o n s u lt, u p  to  th e  th ir te e n th  c e n tu ry .

I t is w e ll k n o w n  th a t C a je ta n  in  h is  c o m m e n ta ry  o n  G e n e s is  

J e n ie d  th e  l ite ra l h is to r ic a l s e n s e o f th e te x ts re fe r r in g  to  th e  

p ro d u c tio n  o f E v e , b u t i t is w o rth y  o f n o te  th a t in  h is c o m 

m e n ta ry  o n  th e Summa o f S t. T h o m a s , h e g iv e s n o  h in t o f  

w ish in g  to  d e p a r t f ro m  a  s tr ic tly  l i te ra l in te rp re ta tio n .

O f th e p o s t-T r id e n tin e c o m m e n ta to rs o n G e n e s is o r th e  

E p is tle  to  th e  E p h e s ia n s  w e  w e re  a b le  to  re a d  E s tiu s ,6 1 T ir in u s , 9 2  

C o rn e liu s a L a p id e ,9 3 B e rn a rd in e a P ic o n io , 9 4 M e n o c h iu s , 9 5  

N a u lis  A le x a n d e r . ’ 6 O f  th e s e  E s tiu s  a lo n e  p a s se s  o v e r  in  s ile n c e  

th e  p ro p h e tic a l s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  E v e . H e  f in d s  

-h e  " g re a t  m y ste ry ”  in  th is  th a t C h ris t le f t H is  F a th e r a n d  H is  

m o th e r ( th e S y n a g o g u e o r th e h e a v e n ly J e ru s a le m ) a n d b y  

ta k in g  f le s h  is u n ite d  w ith  th e  C h u rc h , w h ic h  is c o m p o s e d  o f

^ U M k  i t sp ir ita lis h is to r ia e g e s tis , lib. I, De in itio m u n d i, ML 59, 327.

'*lp e tt .  ΠΙ. J, 8. ML 65, 327.

'^ T h rm o rm  n  S. A u g . o p e r ib u s , cap. 57, ML 62, 668.

'S e rm o 91, 2, ML 39, 1920.

4 H n t. F ra n c o ru m , lib. 1, n. 1, ML 71, 163.

" Q u a r tim e s m  V e t. T e s t., cap. 3, nn. 8-11, ML 83, 217-218.

* D e c o g n itio n e b a p tism i, VI and VII, ML 96, 114.

H n a e m . I, ML 91, 38 and 51 sq. cf. also C o m m e n t, in  P e n ta te u c h u m , ibid., col. 210.

af· E p is to la m  a d  E p h e s io s , ML 112, 406.

•*Dr  S a c ra m e n tis , lib. 1, pars 6, cap. 36, ML 176, 284.

βΙ» ewan D. P«Ji e p is t., edition of Mayence, IS59, vol- IL p. 404 sq.

U n iv . S- S c r ip to re m , edition of Turin, 1883, vol. IV, p. 674.

*OBan*ferir,  edition of Milan, 1870, tom. 17, p. 727 sq.

♦*Tri^rx  E x p o sitio , edition of Paris 1872, vol. II, p. 545.

«"Ceewmtmi to tiu s S . S c r ip tu ra e , Venice 1758, tom. 1, p. 3; tom. Π, p. 371.

i*C e m m c u f .  m  O m n es E p ô t. S. P a u li, Paris 1768, p. 318. 
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m e n , a n d  th e re b y  is b o u n d  to  h e r  w ith  a n  in d is so lu b le  lo v e . In  

th is in te rp re ta tio n  E s tiu s a d o p ts w ith o u t a rg u m e n t o n ly  o n e  

o f  th e  s e c o n d a ry  i te m s  o f S t. A u g u s tin e ’s e x e g e s is . T h e  o th e r  

a u th o rs n a m e d a re in  l in e w ith  th e tra d it io n  o f th e F a th e rs  

a n d  o f  th e  th e o lo g ia n s  o f th e  M id d le  A g e s .

In  c o n c lu s io n  i t m a y  b e  w o rth  w h ile  to  p o in t o u t th a t n o t  

a ll o f  th e  F a th e rs in s is t o n  E v e ’s b e in g  m a d e  f ro m  A d a m ’s r ib ,  

in th e s tr ic t s e n s e , a s d id S t. A u g u s tin e 6 , a n d m a n y  o f th e  

s c h o la s tic th e o lo g ia n s . P e rh a p s th is fa c t w o u ld  ju s tify  th o s e  

w h o a re s a tis f ie d w ith  m a in ta in in g th a t E v e w a s m a d e f ro m  

m a tte r ta k e n  f ro m  A d a m ’s s id e , b u t n o t n e c e s s a r ily  f ro m  h is  

r ib  in  th e  l i te ra l a n a to m ic  s e n s e  o f  th a t w o rd . S u c h  a n  in te r 

p re ta tio n  w o u ld  n o t a s a  m a tte r  o f fa c t b e  o u t o f  c o n fo rm ity  

w ith  th e  o r ig in a l H e b re w  te x t. T h e  p o in t is s e c o n d a ry . W h a t  

is  o f  im p o r ta n c e  in  th e  q u e s tio n  is to  e x c lu d e  a n  e x e g e s is  w h ic h  

w o u ld re d u c e th e w o rd s d e s c r ib in g th e c re a tio n  o f th e f ir s t  

w o m a n  to  a m e re ly  s y m b o lic e x p re ss io n  o f th e p h y s ic a l a n d  

m o ra l re la tio n  e x is tin g  b e tw e e n  h e r a n d  h e r h u s b a n d , th e  f ir s t 

m a n . S u c h  a n  e x e g e s is  c a n  n o t b e  s q u a re d  w ith  th e  c o n s e n s u s  

o f  th e  F a th e rs  o f  th e  C h u rc h  a n d  th e  g re a t n u m b e r  o f  C a th o lic  

w rite rs w h o  h a v e  fo llo w e d  in  th e ir fo o ts te p s . W e m u s t h o ld  

a s u n q u e s tio n a b le th a t E v e ’s b o d y  w a s p ro d u c e d  b y  a s p e c ia l  

o p e ra tio n o f G o d ’s p o w e r f ro m  m a tte r ta k e n f ro m  th e s id e  

o f A d a m .

«Cf. D r Grw. W tar. lib. ♦, op. |j, b. », ML J4. 4 9 2 ·. I» J o . Cf. If, a. . yL 

M. Ifl>.



A  F U N D A M E N T A L  N O T IO N  IN  T H E  P R O B L E M  

O F  S E X  M O R A L IT Y 1

G E R A L D  K E L L Y , S .J .

St . Ma r y ’s Co l l e g e  

St. Mary’s, Kansas

A
 C E R T A IN  fo o tn o te  in  F a th e r  C a p p e llo ’s  e x c e lle n t tre a tis e  

o n  M a rr ia g e is o f  s p e c ia l in te re s t a n d  im p o rta n c e  to  th e  

m o ra l th e o lo g ia n . I  re fe r  to  th e  a u th o r ’s d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  d e f i

n itio n  o f  v e n e re a l p le a su re .2 T h e o lo g ia n s , h e  a s s e r ts , a re n o t o f  

o n e  m in d  in  th e ir  c o n c e p t o f  th is  p le a s u re . T h e  a u th o r  h im s e lf ,  

if o n e m a y  ju d g e f ro m  h is re fe re n c e s a n d  h is d e f in itio n s o f  

s e n s u a l a n d v e n e re a l p le a s u re s , a p p a re n tly  s p o n s o rs , a t le a s t  

p a r tia lly , th e th e o ry  o f a  tw o -fo ld  g e n ita l p le a s u re , p ro p o se d  

a lm o s t th ir ty  y e a rs  a g o  b y  A lb e r ti,  a n d  s in c e  ta k e n  o v e r  in toto 

b y  A n to n e lli . T h is  th e o ry , a s e x p la in e d  b y  A lb e r ti, d iv id e s th e  

g e n ita l p ro c e s s e s  in to  tw o  d is tin c t p h a s e s : th e  e re c ti le  p ro c e s s e s ,  

a n d th e g la n d u la r p ro c e s s e s . T h e a p p e titiv e m o tio n p ro p e r  

to  th e f ir s t p h a s e is c a lle d sensual; w h ile o n ly  in  th e s e c o n d

*An article such as this entails references to many authors. To conserve space, I am 

references in the following manner: Older and somewhat unusual works consulted 

art Cited in full the first time they are mentioned. In subsequent references to them 

aad in all references to standard theological works, only such details are given as will 

be necessary foe the reader to verify the statement.

’Vmrrrs (delectatio) etiam carnalis vel libidinosa dicta, ea est quae oritur ex com- 

eerxsne organorum et humorum generationi inservientium, et conjungitur cum pollutione 

aat dctii latione nec non cum actibus utrique p ro x im e praeviis. Non omnes theologi 

dem sentiunt.”

'Deiectatio se n su a lis (quam alii vocant se n s ib ile m  c a rn a le m ) ea est, quae oritur ex 

Ejecto, quod ex se aptum est ad excitandum sensum venereum, et percipitur in verendis 

•i to n a s c o m a se x sa n e seu erectione. Licet venerea non sit, cum ex se p ro x im e praevia 

MB sit pollutioni vel distillationi, tamen commotionem carnalem facile excitat; et ideo 

ovaes maxime periculosa est, merito a theologis ut ra d ic a lite r m a la habetur.”

These definitions are taken from Cappello, D e M a tr im o n io (1959), η. 140, footnote. 

Tms footnote, especially in the definitions quoted here, contains a strange mixture of the 

A.aerti theory referred to in this essay and the teaching of theologians who strongly 

•{ye this theory. For this reason, I say in my text that Father Cappello sponsors 

ά κ Alberti theory "at lea* partially.”


