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I

g r e a tn e s s o f th a t w h ic h y o u  h a v e a c c o m p lis h e d  a g a in s t th is i 

te r r ib le  m a la d y . . . . . . . . . . . . I f  th is  w e r e  y o u r  o n ly  c la im  o n  h u m a n i ty  j

y o u  w o u ld  d e s e r v e  i t s e te r n a l g r a t i tu d e . Y o u c a n th e re f o r e ί  

u n d e rs ta n d  th a t m e d ic in e  a n d  s u r g e r y , a r e  e a g e r o n  th is  g r e a t i 

o c c a s io n  to  o f f e r  y o u  th e  p r o f o u n d  h o m a g e  o f  th e i r  a d m ir a t io n  { 

a n d  o f  th e ir  g r a t i tu d e .
- . Λ

P a s te u r , w ith  m u c h  e m o tio n , s p o k e  a  f e w  w o r d s ,  a n d  th e n  

a  s p e e c h  w a s  r e a d  f o r  h im  b y  h is  s o n . H e  s a id : “  T h e  f u tu r e : 

w ill b e lo n g  to  th o s e w h o h a v e d o n e  m o s t f o r s u f f e r in g  

h u m a n i ty ” H e  u r g e d  y o u n g  m e n  to  c o n s id e r : “ W h a t  h a v e  

I  d o n e  f o r  m y  e d u c a t io n ?  W h a t  h a v e  I  d o n e  f o r  m y  c o u n tr y ? ” r 

s o  th a t o n  n e a r in g  th e  g r a n d  g o a l e a c h  m ig h t b e  e n t i t le d  i 

to  s a y : “  I  h a v e  d o n e  w h a t I  c o u ld .  ” O n e  p r e s e n t  r e m a r k e d : [  

“  I t w a s  a  u n iq u e  s p e c ta c le , in  w h ic h  a  g r e a t m a n  w a s , in  |  

S h a k e s p e a r e ’s p h r a s e , ‘ c a r r ie d  in  t r iu m p h  o n  th e h e a r ts i 

o f a l l .’ ”  J

W h e n  th e  e n d  o f  h is  l i f e  a p p r o a c h e d , in d e e d , o n  th e  v e r y  

d a y  o f  h is  d e a th , h e  p io u s ly  r e c e iv e d  th e  L a s t S a c r a m e n ts . |  

H e  tu r n e d  to  h is  d e v o te d  d is c ip le s  w h o  w e re  n e a r  h im . “ O ù  ! 

e n  ê te s - v o u s ? ”  h e  e x c la im e d . “  Q u e  f a i te s  v o u s ? ” A n d  th e n  |  

h e  m u r m u r e d  h is  f a v o u r i te  w o r d s , “ I l  f a u t  t r a v a il le r .” H is 1  

b io g r a p h e r  t e l l s  u s  : “  O n e  o f  h is  h a n d s  la y  in  th a t  o f  M a d a m e  j 

P a s te u r ’s ; th e  o th e r h e ld  a  c r u c if ix . I n  th is  r o o m , w h ic h ' | 

h a d  s o m e th in g  o f  th e  s im p l ic i ty  o f  a  m o n k ’s  c e l l , o n  S a tu r - |  

d a y , S e p te m b e r  2 8 , 1 8 9 5 , s u r r o u n d e d  b y  h is  f a m i ly  a n d  h is |  

d is c ip le s , h e  g e n tly  p a s s e d  a w a y .”  i

F r a n c e  g a v e  h im  a  n a t io n a l f u n e r a l .  |

T h e  s e r v ic e  in  N o tr e  D a m e , p r e s id e d  o v e r  b y  C a r d in a l I  

R ic h a r d , w a s a t te n d e d  b y  a g r e a t m u lti tu d e o f p e o p le , ί 

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  m a n y  u n iv e rs i t ie s , w e a r in g  th e  g o w n  a n d  | 

b r ig h t- c o lo u re d  s i lk  h o o d  o f  th e ir  d e g r e e ,  w e r e  th e r e  ; ju d g e s  i 

in  r e d  r o b e s , s o ld ie r s in  g l i t te r in g  u n if o rm s , a m b a s s a d o r s ,  * 

p r in c e s , a n d  m a n y  f a m o u s p e o p le , a s s e m b le d  to  d o  h im  · 

h o n o u r . T h e  s t r e e ts w e r e  l in e d  b y  r e g im e n ts o f  s o ld ie r s  J  

B u t m o r e  im p r e s s iv e  th a n  th is  f u n e r e a l p o m p  w a s th e  p r o - i  

f o u n d  s i le n c e  w h ic h  m a n if e s te d  th e  g r ie f  o f  a  g r e a t n a t io n  | 

a t th e  p a s s in g  o f  a  b e n e f a c to r o f  th e  h u m a n  r a c e .

J- R . C O R M A C K .

T H E  F A L L A C Y  O F  “  R E U N I O N  ”

T
H E  c o m m o n  n o n - C a th o l ic .n o t io n  o f  th e  C h u r c h  o f  

C h r is t i s  th a t  i t  e x is ts ,  in d e e d ,  b u t  in  a  d iv id e d  s ta te  :  

h e n c e  o n  a l l  s id e s  e a r n e s t C h r is t ia n s  a r e  s t r iv in g  f o r  

“ r e u n io n .” T h e r e  a r e  th o s e , o f  c o u r s e ,  w h o  th in k  th a t p e r ­

f e c t  id e n t i ty  o f  b e l ie f  i s  n o t  a n  a t ta in a b le ,  n o r  in d e e d  a  d e s i r ­

a b le ,  id e a l,  a n d  th a t  e a c h  "  C h u r c h  ”  c o n t r ib u te s  s o m e  a s p e c t  

o f T r u th w h ic h i s n o t r e a l iz e d in  th e r e s t . B u t e v e n  

th e y  a s p ir e  to  s o m e  s o r t o f  F e d e r a tio n  w h ic h  s h a l l e n a b le  

C h r is tia n ity  to  p r e s e n t a  u n i te d  f r o n t to  th e  n o n - C h r is t ia n  

w o r ld . T h e  p u r p o r t  o f  th e  f o l lo w in g  p a g e s  i s  to  e m p h a s iz e  

th e  f a c t th a t th e s e v ie w s a r e a l l f a ls e , a n d  th a t u n le s s  

th e y  a r e  a b a n d o n e d  in  f a v o u r  o f  th e  t r u th  n o  r e a l p r o g r e s s  

to w a r d s  u n i ty  c a n  b e  m a d e . A n d  th e  t r u th  i s  th a t  the Church 

of Christ cannot be, is not and never has been divided, that 

she alone possesses the whole'deposit of revelation, that there­

fore, there can be no question of reunion with her but only of 

union, and that that union can only be attained by submis­

sion to her ruling and teaching. I t  i s  a  p i ty  th a t th is , w h ic h  

i s  th e  C a th o l ic  s ta n d p o in t , i s  n o t a lw a y s c le a r ly  m a in ta in e d  

b y  C a th o l ic s  ; i t i s a  g r ie v o u s p i ty  th a t th e  i s s u e s s h o u ld  

b e  o b s c u r e d  b y  a  d is a s t r o u s ly  m is ta k e n  t a c t ic . L e t  m e  s a y  

a t th e  o u ts e t th a t I le a v e  a l to g e th e r a lo n e  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  

A n g lic a n  g o o d  f a i th  a n d  a l l  th e  m o r e  r e a d i ly ,  s in c e  th e  f a c t  

th a t A n g l ic a n is m  i s  h o s ti le  a n d  i t s  m e n ta l i ty  a n t i- C a th o l ic  

i s th e  g is t o f  m y  c o n te n t io n . A t th e  s a m e  t im e , to  s u p ­

p o s e  g o o d  f a i th  universal a m o n g  o u r  s e p a r a te d  b r e th r e n  i s ,  

in  v ie w  o f  C h u r c h  h is to r y , a n  a s s u m p t io n  o f  d o u b t f u l  w is d o m .  

H o w e v e r , in  s p i te  o f  th e ir  u t te r  i l lo g ic , i t  i s  b o th  r e a s o n a b le  

a n d  c h a r ita b le  to  c r e d it th e  g r e a t m a jo r i ty  w ith ' g o o d  f a i th .  

P e r s o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  th e  te s t im o n y  o f  C a th o l ic s  in t im a te ly  

a c q u a in te d  w ith  p r o m in e n t A n g l ic a n s  g o  f a r  to  c o n f in n  th is .  

I t  i s  n o n e  th e  l e s s  t r u e , I a m  c o n v in c e d , th a t a n y th in g  l ik e  

c o m p r o m is e  i s  th e  v e r y  r e v e r s e  o f  t r u e  c h a r i ty  to w a rd s  th e m .  

A  le tte r  in  th e  Catholic Times o f  N o v e m b e r 1 1 ,- 1 9 2 2 , p u ts  

i t  v e r y  w e ll :

T h e r e  m a y  b e  a  d i f fe r e n c e  o f  o p in io n  a b o u t L o r d  H a l if a x .  

H is  L o r d s h ip  h a s  b e e n  f o r  f i f ty  y e a r s  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  E n g l is h  

C h u r c h — a  P r o te s ta n t C h u r c h  w ith o u t a p o s to lic  o r d e r s , a s  e v e ry



24 THE FALLACY OF “REUNION”

C a th o l ic  k n o w s  f r o m  th e  in f a ll ib le  te a c h in g  o f  P o p e  L e o  X I I I .  

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  h is  C h u r c h  lo o k  u p o n  h im  a s  a  s a in t a n d  r e jo ic e  

to  th in k  h e  h a s  b e e n  th e  m e a n s  o f  k e e p in g  a  g r e a t n u m b e r  f r o m  

b e c o m in g  C a th o l ic s . W h y ? B e c a u s e  th e y , l ik e  L o r d  H a li f a x ,  

w o u ld  r a th e r  f o l lo w  th e i r  o w n  o p in io n  a n d  th in k  th e y  k n o w  b e t te r  

th a n  th e  s u c c e s s o r  o f  P e te r .

,T h e  t r u e  n e e d , I  v e n tu re  to  s u g g e s t , i s  th a t e x p r e s s e d  b y , 

C a r d in a l N e w m a n  o n  o n e  o c c a s io n  w h e n  h e  w is h e d  to  m a k e  

h is  h e a r e r s  anxious about their souls. I f  i t  b e  r e p l ie d  th a t  

th e  a u s te r ity  o f  a d v a n c e d  A n g l ic a n s  p u ts  m o s t C a th o lic s  to  

s h a m e , th e  a n s w e r i s n o t f a r to  s e e k . “ E v e n  w e r e  i t s o ,  

a u s te r i ty  i s  n o  s u b s ti tu te  f o r  o b e d ie n c e , w h ic h  i s  b e t te r  th a n  

s a c r if ic e .” “  B e h o ld  in  th e  d a y  o f  y o u r  f a s t  y o u r  o w n  w ill i s  

f o u n d .” T h e  c o n tu m a c io u s  o p p o n e n t o f  S t .  G r e g o r y  a t  C o n ­

s ta n t in o p le  w a s n a m e d  J o h n  th e  F a s te r . A g a in , to  q u o te  

S t .  B o n if a c e ’s  e p is tle s , “  W h a t  p r o f i t i s  th e r e  in  th e  t r e a s u re  

o f  g o o d  w o r k s i f  th e y  a r e  w r o u g h t o u ts id e th e C a th o lic  

C h u r c h .” 1 T o  b e  “  C a th o l ic - m in d e d  ”  i s  n o  s u b s t i tu te  f o r  

th e  o b e d ie n c e  i t  s e e m s  to  im p ly .

B y  th e ir  p e r s is te n t r e f u s a l  o f  o b e d ie n c e  to  th e  V ic a r o f  

C h r is t , H ig h  A n g l ic a n s a r e  r i s k in g  th e ir  e te r n a l s a lv a t io n .  

T r u e  c h a r ity  w o u ld  te l l th e m  s o  f r a n k ly  a n d  n o t e n c o u r a g e  

a n y d e lu s io n s a b o u t Ecclesia Anglicana, o r “ d a u g h te r  

C h u r c h e s .” T h e  A n g l ic a n  C h u r c h  i s th e  d a u g h te r n o t o f  

R o m e ,  b u t  o f  E liz a b e th , a  n e w  b o d y  f o r m e d  o u t o f  a p o s ta te s  

from R o m e ,  a  body th a t  never was u n i te d  w ith  R o m e . Re· 

union w ith  R o m e  i s  th e re f o r e  a  f a l la c y .

I t s  a u th o r s , in  f a c t , w e re  o f te n  o u ts p o k e n ly  e x u l ta n t a t  

th e  o p e n  b r e a c h  o f  c o n t in u i ty  ! A s  f o r  e x a m p le , D r .  F u lk e :  

“ W ith  a l l o u r  h e a r t w e  a b h o r r e , d e f y e , d e te s t a n d  s p i t a t  

y o u r  s t in k in g  g r e a s ie  a n t i- c h r is t ia n  o r d e r s .” ’ A g a in , n e a r ly  

tw e n ty  y e a r s  b e f o r e  th is  e le c t io n e e r in g  t i r a d e , ·  D r .  P i lk in g ­

to n , E liz a b e th ’s  B is h o p  o f  D u r h a m ;  i s  e q u a l ly  e x p l ic i t  : “  I n  

D u r h a m  I  g r a n t  th e  B is h o p  th a t  n o w  i s ,  a n d  h is  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  

w e re  n o t  o f  o n e  r e l ig io n  in  d iv e r s  p o in ts , n o r  m a d e  B is h o p s  

a f te r  o n e  f a s h io n . T h is  h a th  n e i th e r  c r u c h e  n o r  m itr e , n e v e r  

s w o re  a g a in s t h is P r in c e  h is a l le g ia n c e  to  th é  P o p e ; th is  

h a th  n e i th e r  p o w e r  to  c h r is te n  b e l ls ,  n o r  h a l lo w  c h a lic e s  a n d

1 “  Q uid enim prosunt bonorum operum em olum enta si extra C atholicam  

gerantur E cclesiam ” : quoted by K enelm  D igby, Mores Catholici, book 2, ch. 

iii. (1844), V ol. I. p. 126.

* A Retentive to Stay, etc., L ondon, 1580, p. 69, quoted in M gr. A . S. 

B arnes ’ Bishop Bartow and Anglican Orders, 1922, p. 154.
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s u p e r - a l ta r s ,  & c . a s  th e  o th e r  h a d , a n d  w ith  g la d n e s s  p r a is e s  

G o d  th a t k e e p s  h im  f r o m  s u c h  f i l th in e s s . . . .  G o d  d e f e n d  

a l l g o o d  p e o p le  f r o m  s u c h  r e l ig io n  a n d  b is h o p s .” 1 I n  th e  

s a m e  y e a r ( 1 5 6 1 ) , th e  c h ie f  f a b r ic a to r  o f  th e  E liz a b e th a n  

s e tt le m e n t, S ir W ill ia m  C e c il , th e f u tu r e L o r d  B u r g h le y ,  

a d d s  to  a  l i s t  o f  p e r s o n s  in d ic te d  a t  th e  E s s e x  a s s iz e s  a  n u m ­

b e r  o f  n a m e s  a n d  e n d o r s e s — “ P r is o n e r s  f o r  M a s s .”  2 A g a in ,  

i t  w e r e  im p o s s ib le  to  b e  m o r e  e x p l ic i t ,  a n d  C e c il ,  i f  a n y  m a n ,  

“  k e n n e d  th e  b ig g in  ”  o f  th e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g la n d .

, I t  i s  n o t  d if f ic u l t  to  p i le  in s ta n c e  o n  in s ta n c e  ; a n  e x c e lle n t  

c o l le c tio n  o f  s u c h  a u th o r ita t iv e  p r o n o u n c e m e n ts  m a y  b e  f o u n d  

in  D o m  N o r b e r t B ir t ’s  T u ie  Line of Cleavage under Eliza­

beth ( C .T .S .) , a n d  th e  r e m a r k a b ly  im p io u s  p r o c e e d in g s  b y  

w h ic h  th e  c h a n g e  w a s  e n f o rc e d  a r e  a c c u r a te ly  s e t f o r th  in  

th e  s a m e  w r ite r ’s  The Elizabethan Settlement, B u t p r e ju ­

d ic e  i s  p r o o f  a g a in s t  h is to r ic a l f a c t , d e n y in g  th e  p la in  in f e r ­

e n c e  w h e r e  i t  i s  u n a b le  to  d e n y  th e  f a c t i ts e l f . P e o p le  w h o  

a r e  h is to r y - p r o o f  a s to  th e  p a s t a n d  f a c t- p r o o f  a s to  th e  

p r e s e n t a r e  m o r e  l ik e ly  to  b e  “ k i l le d  w ith  k in d n e s s  ”  th a n  

to  b e  c u r e d  w ith  f la t te r y .

I n d e p e n d e n t P r o te s ta n ts h a v e n o d e lu s io n s a s to  th e  

c h a n g e . W r itin g  in 1 8 7 1 , R u s k in s a y s : “ T h is f a r m e r  

( T h o m a s  M o r e ) . . . i s  o n e  o f  th e  s te rn e s t R o m a n  C a th o ­

l ic s  o f  h is  s te m  t im e .” 3

L o w  C h u r c h m e n  l ik e  B is h o p  H e n s o n , s c e p t ic s l ik e  M r .  

B ir r e l l , h o ld  th e  s a m e  la n g u a g e . T h e  la t te r ’s d e c la r a t io n  

r e g a rd in g  th e  H o ly  S a c r if ic e  h a s  b e c o m e  a  h o u s e h o ld  w o r d ,  

b u t I w o u ld  c a ll a t te n tio n  to  a n o th e r le s s  k n o w n  y e t f a r -  

, s e e in g  u t te r a n c e  o f  h is ,  w h ic h  i s  v e r y  s ig n if ic a n t  in  th e s e  d a y s  

o f  e u g e n ic s , b ir th  c o n t r o l , h e a l th  v is i to r s , a n d  th e  l ik e :

• T h e r e  i s  a  s e n s e  in  w h ic h  i t  i s  q u i te  t r u e ,  w h a t  a n o th e r  C a r d in a l  

( M a n n in g ) h a s s a id a b o u t U ltr a m o n ta n e s , A n g l ic a n s , a n d  

O r th o d o x  D is s e n te r s  a l l  b e in g  in  th e  s a m e  b o a t . . . . .  T h e y  a l l  

h a v e  th e i r  m a r ty r o lo g ie s — th e  b r ig h t r o l l- c a ll  o f  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  

d e f ie d  C æ s a r  e v e n  u n to  d e a th , o r ,  a t  a l l  e v e n ts , g a o l . T h e y  a l l ,  

th e r e f o r e , p u t s o m e th in g  a b o v e  th e  S ta te , a n d  a p p ly  te s ts  o th e r  

th a n  th o s e  r e c o g n iz e d  in  o u r  la w  c o u r ts . . . . . T h e  R o m a n is t ,  

o f  c o u r s e , h a s  to  b e a r  th e  f i r s t b r u n t , a n d  i s  th e  m o s t o b n o x io u s  

to  th e  S ta te ; b u t h e  m u s t  b e  s lo w  o f  c o m p r e h e n s io n  a n d  v o id  o f  

im a g in a tio n  w h o  c a n n o t c o n c e iv e  o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  a r is in g  in  th is

« The Burning of St. Peal's, W ks. Parker Soc., p. 586.

* Catholic Record Soc. Pabl., V ol. I. p. 52.
3 Tors.,VII.

fu

ill·:
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I c o u n t r y ,  w h e n  th e  S ta te  s h o u ld  a s s e r t  i t to  b e  i t s  d u ty  to  v io la te

i w h a t  e v e n  P r o te s ta n ts  b e l ie v e  to  b e  th e  m o r a l  la w  o f  G o d . T h e r e -

I f o r e , in  o p p o s in g  U ltr a m o n ta n is m  . . . .  c a r e  o u g h t  to  b e  ta k e n

ί b y  th o s e  w h o  a r e  n o t p r e p a r e d  to  g o  a l l le n g th s  w ith  C æ s a r , to

i s e le c t th e i r  w e a p o n s  o f  a t ta c k ,  n o t f r o m  h is  a r m o u r y , b u t th e i r

i o w n . 1

W r it in g  a b o u t  th e  s a m e  t im e ,  a n  e x c e l le n t  C a th o l ic  s c h o la r ,  

i n o w  u n ju s t ly  n e g le c te d , c l in c h e s  th e  p o in t  :

i H o w  o d d  i t i s  th a t  p e o p le  w h o  b e l ie v e  in  a  p e r s o n a l G o d  a n d

i a  f u tu re  s ta te  c a n  r e b e l a g a in s t th e  o n ly  l iv in g  a u th o r i ty  th e y

h a v e  f o r  i t  I T h e y  a r e  l ik e  f r a c tio u s  c h i ld r e n  t r y in g  to  u p s e t  

) th e ir  b r e a d  a n d  m ilk , a n d  s t i l l  m o r e  l ik e  a  t r u a n t  b o y  th r o w in g

i m u d  a t h is  m o th e r . 2

; I n  th e s e  d a y s  s o m e  w o u ld  h a v e  u s , o u t  o f  r e s p e c t f o r  th e

z e a l a n d  e a r n e s tn e s s  o f  H ig h  C h u r c h  f o lk , to  c lo s e  o u r  e y e s  

j to  th e  m e a s u r e le s s  e v i ls  w r o u g h t  b y  th e  A n g l ic a n  E s ta b l i s h ­

m e n t, th e  m u lti tu d e  o f  C a th o lic s to  w h o m  i t s lo a v e s a n d  

f i s h e s  h a v e  b e e n  a  f a ta l  t e m p ta t io n , e v e n  th o u g h  w ilf u l  p r o s e ­

ly t i s m  h a s  u t te r ly  c e a s e d , a n d  v ie w  w ith o u t  s t r o n g  c o n d e m n a -  

! t io n  th e  b a r e f a c e d  a t te m p t to  s te a l th e  n a m e  a n d  p la c e  o f

! th e  B r id e  o f  C h r is t , a f te r  th e  f a i lu r e  o f  s u p e r h u m a n  e f f o r t s ,

; p r o lo n g e d  f o r  c e n tu r ie s ,  to  d e s t r o y  h e r  I T o  d o  th is  w e  m u s t

in  effect e n c o u r a g e  th e n o t io n , im p io u s ly f a ls e , th a t th e  

C h u r c h  i s  d iv id e d , g iv e  o c c a s io n  f o r  th e  e n e m y , f o r e - C h r is -  

, t ia n  a n d  a f te r - C h r is t ia n ,  to  b la s p h e m e ,  in d u lg e  o u r s e lv e s  a n d

ίπ  th e  A n g l ic a n s  in  h o p e s  d a n g e r o u s ly  d e lu s iv e , a n d  th a t  a t  th e

? v e r y  ,  t im e  w h e n  th e  n e e d  i s  m o s t  u r g e n t  to  in s is t u p o n  u n i ty

a n d  a u th o r ity .

T h e  O x f o r d  M o v e m e n t b e g a n  s o m e  n in e ty  y e a r s  a g o , a  

, i s u f f ic ie n tly  lo n g  p e r io d  to  ju s t i f y  a  ju d g m e n t  b y  i t s  r e s u lt s . I t

h a s  c e r ta in ly  n o t  l e a v e n e d  E n g la n d  w ith  C a th o l ic i s m  a n d  i t  

c e r ta in ly  h a s  k e p t b a c k  g r e a t n u m b e r s  o f  in d iv id u a ls  f r o m  

i th e  t r u e  C h u r c h . I n d e e d , th is  h a s  b e e n ,  in  p r a c t ic e , i ts  m a in

i ί p u r s u i t . T o  s a y , a f te r  n in e ty  y e a r s ’ t e s t in g ,  th a t th is  m o v e ­

m e n t  i s  o n e  w h ic h  C a th o l ic s  s h o u ld  r e g a r d  w ith  te n d e r  s o l ic i -  

■i tu d e  i s  g r ie v o u s ly  to  m is ta k e  i t s  te n d e n c ie s .

f i  j I t  w il l  n o t  b e  a m is s ,  p e r h a p s ,  to  r e f r e s h  o u r  m e m o r ie s  w ith

h  i th e  v e r d ic t, v e r y  d if f e r e n t f r o m  th a t n o w  f a s h io n a b le , o f  a

i t ; n u m b e r o f e m in e n t C a th o l ic s r e g a r d in g H ig h  A n g lic a n

ψ  a c tiv it ie s  o f  th e  p a s t . W e  a r e  n o t  c o n v in c e d  th a t  th e  le o p a r d

4  h a s  c h a n g e d  i t s  s p o ts .

a  * Obiter Dicta, The Via Media.
ί · E . H . D eting, The Lady of Raven’s Combe, iii.
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T h e  A n g l ic a n  i s  e s s e n tia l ly  a  f o r m a l is t ; h e  i s  a  m a n  o f  h a l f  

id e a s , h a l f  p r in c ip le s ; h e  n e v e r  d a r e  c a r r y  o u t a n  a r g u m e n t to  

i t s  lo g ic a l c o n c lu s io n ; h e  s a y s  “  tw o  a n d  tw o  ”  b u t  d a r e  n o t f in is h  

th e  f o r m u la  b y  a d d in g  th e  w o r d s “ m a k e  f o u r” ; a n d  in  th is  

p r u n in g  o f  r e a s o n  c o n s is t s  h is  via media.” 1

F a th e r  F a b e r  w a s  a t  t im e s  v e r y  s e v e r e :

T o  s e e  g r o w n - u p  c h i ld r e n , b o o k  in  h a n d ,  p la y in g  a t  M a s s  . . . .  

r e v e ll in g  in  C a th o lic  s e n t im e n t in s te a d  o f  o f f e r in g  th e  a c c e p ta b le  

s a c r i f ic e  o f h a r d s h ip  a n d a u s te r i ty  ; th is  i s f e a r f u l, in d e e d  a  

s ic k e n in g  d e v e lo p m e n t o f th e  p e c u l ia r  in iq u i ty  o f th e  t im e , a  

m a s te r p ie c e  o f S a ta n ’s  c r a f t . T h is  i s  n o t th e  w a y  to  b e c o m e  

C a th o l ic  a g a in , i t i s  o n ly  a  p r o f a n e r  k in d  o f  P r o te s ta n ti s m  th a n  

a n y  w e  h a v e  s e e n  h i th e r to .*

F a th e r G a l lw e y , in  h is  Lectures on Ritualism ( 1 8 7 4 ) , ’ 

m a d e  v e r y  p la in  h is f e a r s th a t in te l le c tu a l p r id e  a n d  b a d  

f a i th , th e  s p i r i t  o f  A r iu s  a n d  W y c l i f f e ,  w e r e  r i f e  in  th e  m o v e ­

m e n t a t  th a t  t im e  :

I t  i s  p r e c is e ly  b e c a u s e  w ith  th e i r  w h o le  h e a r ts  th e y  r e je c t  s u b ­

m is s io n  to  th e  C a th o l ic  C h u r c h  th a t th e y  la b o u r  s o  z e a lo u s ly  to  

in t r o d u c e  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  p o s s ib le  a l l C a th o lic  d o c t r in e  a n d  e v e r y  

R o m a n  r i te  in to  th e  c a th e d r a ls  a n d  c h u r c h e s o f  E n g la n d  . . . .  

i t  i s b y  n o  m e a n s  u n l ik e ly  th a t th e y  m a y  h a v e  th e  m e la n c h o ly  

p r iv ile g e  o f s u c c e e d in g  in  th e i r  d e s ig n  . . . .  th e y  a r e  a n x io u s  

to  ta k e  a w a y  a l l  p r e te x t  f o r  s e c e s s io n  to  R o m e ?

F a th e r  C o le r id g e  f u l ly  s h a r e d  th is  v ie w :

T h e s e  le a d e r s w ill te a c h , in  th e  f a c e  o f  d a y , t r u th s  o n  th e  

d e n ia l o f  w h ic h  th e i r  c o m m u n io n  w a s  b u i l t , a n d  f o r  r e f u s in g  to  

d e n y  w h ic h  h u n d r e d s  o f  C a th o l ic s  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  in  l i f e  a n d  l im b .  

• · . . B u t th e y  h a v e  n o  th o u g h ts  m o r e  f o r e ig n  to  th e i r  m in d s , 

n o  d e s ir e  le s s  c o n g e n ia l  to  th e ir  h e a r ts ,  th a n  th e  th o u g h t  o f  r e tu r n ­

in g  to  c h a r i ty , th e  th o u g h t o f  p la c in g  th e m s e lv e s  o n c e  m o r e  in  

th e  o b e d ie n c e  o f  th e  C h u r c h , th e  d e s i re  o n c e  m o r e  to  f in d  th e m ­

s e lv e s  h a p p y  a n d  r e jo ic in g  c h i ld re n  o f  H im  w h o m  O u r  L o r d  h a s  

a p p o in te d  to  b e  th e  C h ie f  S h e p h e r d  o f  th e  F o ld .

A n d  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  th is  o b d u r a c y :

A la s  I s u c h  m o v e m e n ts  a r e  a m o n g  th e  c h o ic e s t a n d  r a r e s t g if t s  

th a t G o d  c a n  b e s to w  u p o n  a  n a t io n  a n d  a  g e n e r a tio n  o u ts id e  

H is  C h u r c h ,  a n d  o n  th e i r  i s s u e  m a y  p r o b a b ly  d e p e n d  th e  w h o le

» Rambler, Sept., »850, p. 187.

» Q uoted in Truth (N .Y .), June, 1912, p. 26.

’ P. 14. I m ade further quotations from these L ectures in a paper on  

R itualism  in the Catholic Review, July  9, t9>4·
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f u tu r e  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  in  w h ic h  th e y  a p p e a r , a n d  th r o u g h  th a t o f |  

m il l io n s  o f  s o u ls .1  t

A n o th e r  J e s u it  c o n v e r t ,  o n e  w h o s e  m e m o r y  i s  h e ld  in  b e n e ­

d ic t io n , g a v e  u s  a n  in te rp r e ta t io n  o f  th a t m o v e m e n t w h ic h  

h a s  a lw a y s  c o n v in c e d  m e  a s  th e  t r u e  o n e :

.W h a t h a p p e n s to  m o s t e d u c a te d  m e n  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  th e i r  

l if e t im e h a p p e n e d  to  O x f o r d  w h e n M r . N e w m a n  b e c a m e a  

C a th o l ic . O x f o r d  lo o k e d  o n  a n d  l i s te n e d , a n d  h a v in g  l i s te n e d ,  

tu r n e d  a w a y a n d  th e n c e f o r w a r d h a s d r i f te d  s lo w ly , s u r e ly ,  

s te a d i ly ,  in  th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  a n  e v e r -g r o w in g  in d if f e r e n t is m . T h e  

m e m o ir s  o f  th e  la te  R e c to r  o f  L in c o ln  g iv e  u s  a  g o o d  i l lu s t r a tio n  

o f  th e  e f f e c t o n  a n  in d iv id u a l  m in d  o f  d r a w in g  n e a r  to  th e  l ig h t , 

a n d  th e n  d e l ib e r a te ly  tu r n in g  a w a y .2

T h e s e  a r e  o p in io n s  n o t l ig h t ly  to  b e  ig n o re d  a n d  m o r e  

in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  o b s e r v a b le  f a c ts  th a n  th o s e  n o w  s o m e  o f  

u s  h o ld . W ith  th e m  a g r e e  K e n e lm  D ig b y , G o d f r e y  R a u p e r t , ’  

a n d  M g r .  J .  S . V a u g h a n , w h o  s a y s  “  th e y  d a r e  n o t f a c e  th e  

f a c ts , a n d  p r e f e r  to  l iv e  in  a  f o o l ’s  p a r a d is e ,  th e r e b y  r u n n in g  

th e  r i s k  o f  a  d é n o u e m e n t  to o  te r r ib le  to  c o n te m p la te .” 4 E v e n  

th e  g e n t le  O r a to r ia n  F a th e r  R y d e r  s a t ir iz e d  th e  a m a z in g  p e r ­

v e r s io n  o f  h is to r y  th a t  a t te m p te d  to  r e p r e s e n t  a s  M a s s -p r ie s ts  

th e  P r o te s ta n t m in is te r s  w h o  to r m e n te d  o u r d y in g  m a r ty r s  

w ith  th e ir  p e s te r in g  b la s p h e m ie s , th e  v e r y  n e w e s t  v ie w , N e w ­

m a n  s a id ,  p r e s e n te d  to  u s  a s  th e  v e r y  o ld e s t !

S o  f a r  f r o m  w in n in g  th e  m a s s  o f  th e  n a t io n  f o r  C a th o lic ­

i s m ,  A n g l ic a n is m  h a s  in  th e  o p in io n  o f  m a n y  s h r e w d  o b s e r v e r s  

in d i re c t ly  a id e d  th e  anti-Christian m o v e m e n t . T h e  a u th o r  

o f  Protestant Journalism c i te s  M o n ta le m b e r t  : 5

A s  lo n g  a s  th e y  r e f u s e  to  o b e y  th e  P o p e , th e  E n g l is h  p r e s s  

p e r m i ts  th e m  to  h o ld  a n y  p r iv a te  o p in io n , h o w e v e r  u n - P r o te s ta n t ,  

a n d E n g l is h R a t io n a l is t s a c k n o w le d g e th e m ' a s a l l ie s . T h e  

l a tte r  e v id e n t ly  a g r e e  w ith  M o n ta le m b e r t , w h e n  h e  s a id  o f  H ig h  

C h u r c h  A n g l ic a n s  : “  T h e s e  m e n , I a m  c o n v in c e d , w ill a lw a y s  

p r o v e  th e  w o r s t e n e m ie s o f th e  C h u r c h , m o r e  s o  th a n  in f id e ls  

th e m s e lv e s .”

I f in d  a  g o o d  e x a m p le  o f th is e f f e c tu a l c o - o p e r a t io n  in  

th e  c a r e e r  o f  P è r e  H y a c in th e :  ■ -

* The Return of the King, 1883, p. 107.

» Ft. R ichard C larke, S.J., in T h e  M o n t h , July, 1885.

> Back to Rome, p. 14, 1903.

« Catholic Review, Jan. 1913, p· 18.

s P. 51, 1874, from  Memoirs of Coant de Montalembert, by M rs. O liphant, 

V ol. II. ch. x. p. 35.
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H e  f o u n d e d  th e  C a th o l ic  G a ll ic a n  C h u r c h  o f  P a r is , a n d  w ith  

th e  a id  o f  m o n e y  s u p p l ie d  h im  f r o m  E n g la n d , n o ta b ly  b y  the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Bishop Wordsworth of Lincoln, and 

Dean Stanley, h e  c a r r ie d  o n  h is  r e l ig io u s  s e r v ic e s  in  a  b u i ld in g  

f o r m e r ly  u s e d  a s  a  th e a t r e , w h ic h  h e  p u r c h a s e d  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e .  

B u t  d e s p i te  h is  a s s is ta n c e , a n d  d e s p i te  a l l th e  e f fo r t s  u s e d  b y  M ,  

L o y s o n  to  c o u r t p u b l ic i ty  a n d  to  p u s h  h is  id e a s , th e  u n d e r ta k in g  

w a s  c o n s ta n t ly  o n  th e  v e r g e  o f  f in a n c ia l c a ta s t r o p h e .1

T h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g la n d , a s r e p r e s e n te d  b y  B is h o p  G o r e  o f  

O x f o r d , i s in te r n a lly r a t io n a l is t ic a n d  m o d e r n is t , e x te r n a lly ,  

a e s th e t ic  a n d  r i tu a l i s t ic .2

T h e  p r a c tic e  o f  R itu a l is m  h a s  lo n g  c e a s e d  to  b e  a  s ig n  

o f te n d e n c ie s  to w a rd s  C a th o l ic  b e l ie f ; w itn e s s th e  c a s e  o f  

th e  R e v .  P e r c y  D e a rm e r . B u t I w o n d e r w h e th e r C a th o lic s  

w h o  s p e a k  o f  r e u n io n  r e a liz e  th a t m o d e r n is m  m a y  c o n s is t  

n o t  o n ly  w ith  r o o d  s c r e e n s  a n d  r id d e ls , a n d  m e d ia e v a l L e n te n  

a r r a y ,  b u t  a ls o  w ith  c la im s  to  p o s s e s s  th e  M a s s  a n d  to  r e s e rv e  

th e  B le s s e d  S a c r a m e n t. I t i s  in  n o  s p ir i t o f  h o s t i l i ty  th a t  

I  r e f e r  to  th e  te a c h in g  o f  th e  R e v .  C o n r a d  N o e l , a  b r a v e  m a n  

a n d  z e a lo u s a c c o r d in g  to  h is l ig h ts , b u t a m a n  p r o m in e n t  

a m o n g s t th o s e r a t io n a li s t s w h o  d e n y  th e  D iv in i ty  o f o u r  

L o r d . P o s in g  a s  a  “  C a th o l ic ,”  th is  m o d e r n is t  in  h is  People s 

Life of Jesus, a p p e a r in g  s e r ia lly  in  th e  Crusader, a b a n d o n s  

th e  v e r y  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  C h r is tia n ity  a n d t r e a ts C h r is t a s  

m e r e ly  h u m a n . Y e t h e  a im s  a t r e s to r in g C a th o lic ity b y  

m e a n s o f h is C r u s a d e  I A r e w e to s y m p a th iz e  w ith  his 

e f f o r t s ?

G r e e tin g s  s e n t to  G e n e v a  in  1 9 0 9 , o r  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  

th e  A r c h b is h o p  o f C a n te r b u r y  in  C a lv in ’s  p u lp it in  1 9 2 2 ,  

th e  C h u r c h  C o n g r e s s  a t  S h e f f ie ld  l a s t O c to b e r , th e  r e c o r d e d  

w o r d s a n d  d e e d s  o f  m a n y  A n g lic a n s , c le a r ly  c o n t ra d ic t  th e  

s t r a n g e  d e lu s io n  th a t  a s  a  r u le  th e  H ig h  C h u r c h  p a r ty  i s 'r e a l ly  

“ C a th o l ic - m in d e d .” I t  i s  a s  w ilf u l a s  th e  m o s t in d iv id u a l ­

i s t ic  P r o te s ta n t  : i t  h a te s  a u th o r ity . '

T o  im a g in e  th a t L o r d  H a l if a x  s p e a k s f o r th e  A n g lic a n  

C h u r c h  i s  to  s h u t  o n e ’s  e y e s . I n s te a d  o f  th e  o ld  L o w , B r o a d  

a n d  H ig h  C h u r c h  ty p e s ,  a r e  w e  n o t  r a th e r  c o n f r o n te d  to - d a y ,  

g e n e r a l ly  s p e a k in g , b y  “  a l l th e  v a r io u s  in d e f in i te  s h a d e s  o f  

H e g e l ia n is m ,  p s e u d o - m y s t ic i s m  a n d  p o s i t iv is m , b le n d e d  w ith  

a n  e x t r a o r d in a ry  m e d le y  o f s c ie n t i f ic d o g m a s th a t h a v e  

g r a d u a lly  a n d  in s is te n t ly  b e e n  im p o r te d  in to  th e  r e a lm  o f

• T h s  M o n t h , June, 1895, p. 245: italics m ine.

* Fr. C . E . R ivers in The Tablet, 33rd M arch, 1913.
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P r o te s ta n t th e o lo g y ” ? 1 B u t e v e n  th is  d e s c r ip t io n  i s  h a r d ly  

a d e q u a te  to  th e  e x t r a o r d in a r y  d is p la y  a t S h e f f ie ld .

F o r  p r a c t ic a l c o n c lu s io n , b e a r in g  in  m in d  th e  h is to ry  o f  

A m b ro s e  P h i ll ip s  d e  L is le ,  d e v o te d  a n d  f e r v e n t  b u t  f o r  a  t im e  

m is le d , a n d  th e  m o v e m e n t w ith  w h ic h  h e w a s a s s o c ia te d  

( s in g u la r ly  r e s e m b l in g  th e  p r e s e n t o n e ) , w e  m a y  w e ll  a d o p t  

th e  w o r d s  o f  th e  l a te  F a th e r  C la r k e , S .J .  :

M o s t C a th o lic s  h a v e  e n c o u n te r e d  f r o m  t im e  to  t im e  A n g l ic a n s  

w h o  h a v e  s o u g h t  to  f r a te r n is e  w ith  u s  o n  th e  c o m m o n  g r o u n d  o f  

d o g m a t ic  b e l ie f . T h e y  u r g e  u s  to  ta k e  p a r t w ith  th e m  a g a in s t  

th e  c o m m o n  f o e  w h o  i s  th r e a te n in g  to  s w e e p  a w a y  a l l r e l ig io n  

w h a ts o e v e r . . . . .  I t  s e e m s  a  l i t t le  h a r d  to  te l l th e s e  w e ll - in te n ­

t io n e d . w e ll - m e a n in g  p e o p le , a c t in g  in  g o o d  f a i th , th a t b e tw e e n  

u s  a n d  th e m  th e r e  i s  a  g r e a t g u lf  f ix e d , th a t th e y  r e a l ly  b e lo n g  

to  th e  r a n k s  o f  th e  e n e m y  w h o m  th e y  d e s ir e  th  r e p e l , that they 

are, however unwillingly, his allies and friends, -promoting his 

interest and furthering his cause. Y e t i t i s n o  t r u e  k in d n e s s  

to  p u t th is  a n ta g o n is m  in  th e  b a c k g r o u n d , a n d , th o u g h  w e  o u g h t  

to  g u a r d  a g a in s t a n y  u n c o u r te o u s  o r  o f f e n s iv e  r e je c t io n  o f  th e ir  

a d v a n c e s , y e t  w e  s h o u ld  n e v e r  f o r g e t  th e  f u n d a m e n ta l o p p o s it io n  

w h ic h  e x is ts b e tw e e n  o u r r e l ig io n  a n d  th e ir s ; th a t w e a r e  a s  

C a th o lic s  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  l ig h t ,  w h ile  th e y  a r e  a s  n o n - C a th o lic s  th e  

c h i ld r e n  o f d a r k n e s s  ; th a t a s r e g a r d s p r in c ip le s th e y  a r e  o u r  

e n e m ie s  n o  le s s  th a n  th e  o p e n  u n b e l ie v e r , a n d  th o u g h  w e  a r e  g la d  

to  r e c o g n iz e  in  th e m  a  h a p p y  in c o n s is te n c y , w h ic h  c a u s e s  th e m  

to  p r o f e s s  a  d o g m a t ic  b e l ie f  w h e r e  a  d o g m a t ic  b e l ie f  i s  lo g ic a lly  

u n te n a b le , y e t to  a l ly  o u r s e lv e s  w ith  th e m  w o u ld  b e  n o  l e s s  a  

t r e a c h e r y  to  o u r F a i th , th a n  a  c e r ta in  m e th o d  o f  in v o lv in g  o u r ­

s e lv e s  in  th e  d e s tr u c tio n  im p e n d in g  o v e r  th e m . 8

T h e s e  g r a v e  w o r d s  a r e  a s  t r u e  n o w  a s  th e y  w e r e  th i r ty ­

s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  a l th o u g h  A n g l ic a n is m  h a s  b e e n  w o n d e r f u l ly  

C a th o l ic iz e d  in  th e  m e a n t im e . F o r  i t h a s  n o t c r o s s e d  th e  

g u lf  w h ic h  y a w n s  b e tw e e n  A u th o r i ty  a n d  P r iv a te  J u d g m e n t ,  

b e tw e e n  a l iv in g  in f a l l ib le  T e a c h e r a n d  d o c tr in a l in d e ­

p e n d e n c e .

h . e . g . r o p e .

‘ D r. A veling in Dublin Review, O ct. 1905, p. 339·

* T h e  M o n t h , Sept. 1885, p. 1.



M Y S T I C I S M , F A L S E  A N D  T R U E

F
O R  s o m e  y e a r s p a s t m y s t ic is m  h a s b e e n in  g r e a t  

v o g u e . A c c o r d in g  to  M is s  U n d e r h i l l th is  w a s  to  b e  

e x p e c te d  a n d  i s q u i te  n a tu r a l . T h e  n in e te e n th  c e n ­

tu r y  w a s  a  p e r io d  o f  g r e a t  e x p a n s io n  a n d  p r o g r e s s  in  s c ie n c e ,  

th e  a r ts , l i te r a tu r e  a n d  p o l it ic s  ; a n d  a f te r  s u c h  a  p e r io d  i t  

w a s to  b e  e x p e c te d  th a t a  p e r io d  o f r e n e w e d in te re s t in  

m y s t ic is m  w o u ld  s u c c e e d . F o r m y s tic is m  i s h u m a n ity ’s  

f in e s t f lo w e r ,  i t  i s  th e  p r o d u c t  a t  w h ic h  a l l  th e  g r e a t c r e a t iv e  

e p o c h s  o f  th e  r a c e  h a v e  a im e d .

A  C a th o l ic  h o ld s  th a t t r u e  m y s t ic is m  i s  n o t a  p r o d u c t o f  

n a tu r e  b u t  o f  g r a c e . N a tu r e  m a y  in d e e d  f u r n is h  th e  o c c a s io n  

f o r th e  m a n if e s ta t io n  o f  g r a c e . A n d  s o  h e  w o u ld  p r e f e r  

to  e x p la in  th e  m o d e m  in te r e s t in  m y s tic is m  a s  a  r e v o l t o f  

th e  s p ir i tu a l n a tu r e  o f  m a n  a id e d  b y  g r a c e  a g a in s t  th e  s e c u ­

l a r i s m  a n d  m a te r ia l i s m  o f  th e  a g e . H e  w o u ld  c o n s id e r  th a t  

th e  f a c t  th a t  m y s tic is m  a ls o  f lo u r is h e d  in  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu r y  

c o n f i r m e d  h is  c o n te n tio n . U n d o u b te d ly  th e  f i f te e n th  a n d  s ix ­

te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  w e r e  p e r io d s  o f  g r e a t e x p a n s io n , b u t th e y  

w e r e a ls o  p e r io d s  o f  g r e a t r e l ig io u s  a n d  m o r a l d e p r a v i ty .  

B u t G o d  d id  n o t le a v e  H im s e lf  w ith o u t w itn e s s e s th e n ; i t  

m a y  b e  th a t  H e  d o e s  n o t  w is h  to  le a v e  H im s e l f  w ith o u t w it ­

n e s s e s n o w , a n d  o n  th is a c c o u n t h a s in s p ir e d  th e  r e n e w e d  

in te r e s t in  m y s tic is m .

H o w e v e r  th is  m a y  b e , C a th o lic s  a r e  a lw a y s  in te r e s te d  in  

th e  s p ir i tu a l l i f e , a  t e r m  w h ic h  th e y  p r e f e r to  m y s tic is m '. 

T h e y  a r e  in te r e s te d  to  s e e  h o w  S t .  A u g u s t in e , D io n y s iu s  th e  

A r e o p a g i te , R ic h a r d  o f  S t .  V ic to r , S t .  T e r e s a ,  S t .  J o h n  o f  th e  

C r o s s , a n d  in n u m e ra b le  o th e r  h e r o e s  o f  th e ir s , a r e  s tu d ie d  

a n d  q u o te d  b y  m o d e m  n o n - C a th o lic  w r i te r s o n  m y s t ic is m .  

M a n y  o f  th e s e  w r i te r s  d is p la y  a b u n d a n t in d u s tr y  a n d  le a r n ­

in g . A lth o u g h  th e y  g e n e r a lly  g iv e th e p r e - e m in e n c e to  

g r e a t C a th o l ic  m y s tic s l ik e  S t .  T e r e s a  a n d  S t .  J o h n  o f th e  

C r o s s , y e t th e y  c la s s  w ith  th e m , a s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  s a m e  

c a te g o r y , p a g a n  p h i lo s o p h e r s s u c h  a s P la to a n d  P lo tin u s ,  

e a s te rn  s a g e s  o f  C h in a  a n d  I n d ia ,  a n d  m e n  l ik e  J a c o b  B o e h m e  

a n d  X V il l ia m  B la k e . T h e y  u s u a l ly  s h o w  w a n t  o f  in s ig h t in to  

C a th o l ic  d o c t r in e , a n d  d e te c t s im ila r ity  o f te a c h in g  w h e r e  

l i t t l e  o r  n o n e  e x is t s . I  w ill q u o te  o n e  o r  tw o  in s ta n c e s o f  

w h a t I  m e a n . P r o f e s s o r  R u f u s  M .  J o n e s  w r i te s  :


