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T  i s  s a d  to  th in k  th a t , w h e r e a s  t r u th  i s  d i f f i c u l t  e n o u g h  

to  g r a s p  w ith  o u r  im p e r f e c t  h u m a n  f a c u l t i e s ,  e v e n  w h e n  

th e  e f f o r t i s s in c e r e  a n d  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s f a v o u r a b le ,  

th e r e  p r e v a i l in  o u r  m id s t a lm o s t in n u m e r a b le  a g e n c ie s  f o r  

d is s e m in a t in g  f a l s e h o o d . I a m  n o t r e f e r r in g  n o w  to  th e  

d a i ly  o r  w e e k ly  p r e s s , f o r  i f  a  p e r s o n  b e l ie v e s  a n y th in g  o n  

th e  s o le  a u th o r i ty  o f  a  p a r ty  jo u r n a l h is  z e a l f o r  t r u th  c a n 

n o t b e  c a l l e d  v e r y  s t r o n g . I r e f e r to  th e p e r v e r s io n o f  

h is to r y , o n  w h ic h n o n - C a th o l i c y o u th ·  in  th i s c o u n tr y  i s  

t r a in e d  a n d  o f  w h ic h  th i s  r e v ie w  h a s  s a id  m u c h  in  th e  p a s t , 1  

a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  to  th e  p e r v e r s io n  o f  s c ie n c e , s p r e a d  a b r o a d  

b y  a  m u l ti tu d e  o f  a th e i s t i c  t e x t- b o o k s , s t i l l f o l lo w in g  th e  

D a rw in ia n  t r a d i t io n . M r .  W e l ls ’s  Outline of History i s  a n  

e x c e l l e n t ty p e  o f  th e  f o r m e r , a n d  P r o f e s s o r  T h o m s o n ’^  Out

line of Science, th o u g h  a  f a i r e r  b o o k , m u s t y e t b e  c la s s e d  

a m o n g s t th e  l a t t e r . A c c o r d in g ly  p a r t  o f  o u r  d u ty  a s  C a th o 

l i c s  i s  to  b e a r  w itn e s s  to  th e  t r u th , in  o n e  o r  o th e r  o f  th e s e  

d e p a r tm e n ts , to  th e  b e s t o f  o u r  a b i l i ty , o r  a t l e a s t to  b e a r  

w itn e s s  a g a in s t w h a t i s  f a l s e .

“  S lo w ly  b u t s u r e ly  th e  id e a  o f  e v o lu t io n  i s  u n d e r m in in g  

th e  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  o r th o d o x  C h r i s t ia n  th e o lo g y .”  T h e s e  a r e  

th e  w o r d s w ith  w h ic h  a n  e m in e n t f r e e th in k e r , M r .  E .  G . A .  

H o lm e s , to  w h o s e  f r e e  ( a n d  in c o r r e c t )  th o u g h t a b o u t  C h r i s 

t ia n i ty  w e  h a d  o c c a s io n  to  c a l l a t t e n t io n  in  th i s  R e v ie w  a  

d o z e n  y e a r s a g o ,* o p e n s a n  a r t ic l e in  a  r e c e n t Hibbert 

Journal. I d o  n o t p r o p o s e  to  d is c u s s th a t a r t ic l e , w h ic h  

s h o w s in d e e d  th a t M r .  H o lm e s  h a s  n o  m o r e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  

o f  C h r i s t i a n i ty  n o w  th a n  h e  h a d  th e n , n o r  to  p o in t o u t in  

d e ta i l th e  p u e r i l i ty  o f  h is a r g u m e n ts a g a in s t th e f u n d a 

m e n ta l l a w s  o f  th o u g h t , n o  s te p  o f  w h ic h  d is c u s s io n  c o u ld  

h e  r a t io n a l ly  t a k e  w ith o u t im p lic i t ly  c a l l in g  o n  th e ir  a id .  

W e  m e r e ly  w is h  to  e m p h a s iz e  a g a in  th a t  th e  s u p p o s e d  q u a r 

r e l  b e tw e e n  r e l ig io n  a n d  s c ie n c e ,  h e r e in  in s is t e d  o n ,  c a n  o n ly  

b e  m a in ta in e d  b y  g r o s s  a n d  p e r s i s t e n t m is r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f

* S ee, lo r in sta n ce, ”  T h e L ie in  E n g lish  H isto ry ,"  T u b  M o n t h , J a n . 1 9 1 9 :  

“  T o  R eco n stru ct th e P a st,"  b y  D o n t J . B . R y a n , O .S .B ., J a n . 1 9 1 0 .

* S ee " T h e Id ea s o f a C h ief In sp ecto r o f S ch o o ls ,” b y th e R ev . S . F .  

S m ith , S .J ., T h e  M o n t h , N o v . 1 9 1 1 .
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w h a t r e l ig io n  s ta n d s  f o r  a n d  w h a t a r e  th e  a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  

s c ie n c e . T h e  n o t io n  th a t C h r is t ia n  th e o lo g y  i s  a f r a id  o f  

th e  “ id e a  o f  e v o lu t io n ”  s h o w s  th e  o b s c u r a n t i s m  in  w h ic h  

y o u r  m o d e r n i s t  d w e ll s . T h is  p a r t i c u la r  a s s a i la n t  i s  o f  c o u r s e  

u n a w a r e th a t S t . G r e g o r y  o f N y s s a in  th e  E a s t a n d  S t .

I A u g u s t in e  o f  H ip p o  in  th e W e s t, r e ly in g s o le ly  o n  th e  

i B ib l ic a l r e c o r d , h e ld  a n  e v o lu t io n a r y  th e o r y  in  r e g a r d  to  

th e  o r ig in  o f s p e c ie s  f a r  m o r e  th o r o u g h  th a n  th a t o f  D a r 

w in , w h i ls t S t .  T h o m a s  a n d  th e  S c h o la s t i c s  f o u n d  n o  d i f f i 

c u l ty  e v e n  in  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  l i f e  f r o m  n o n - l iv in g  m a t te r .  

I t w a s , in  f a c t , th e g r o w th o f th e  s c ie n t i f i c  s p i r i t in  th e  

C h u r c h , th e  f u l l e r in v e s t ig a t io n  a n d  c le a r e r u n d e r s ta n d in g  

o f  th e  l a w s  o f N a tu re , b r o u g h t a b o u t in  m a n y  c a s e s b y  

e c c le s ia s t ic s , th a t g r a d u a l ly  m a d e h e r l a te r th e o lo g ia n s  

c h a r y  o f  s u c h  s w e e p in g  h y p o th e s e s . I t i s th e  f r e e - th in k e r  

n o w  w h o  h a s  b e c o m e  c r e d u lo u s , w h o  a l lo w s  h is  d e s ir e s to  

d a m a g e  h is  c a p a c i ty  f o r  t r u th , w h o  g o e s  b e y o n d  w h a t e v i 

d e n c e  w a r r a n t s , w h o  c u l t iv a te s  a p r io r i s m  a n d  p r é ju d ic e . I t  

i s  a  s t r a n g e  n e m e s is  o n  th e  r a t io n a l i s t  a b u s e  o f  h u m a n  r e a s o n  

th a t i ts  v o ta r i e s  s h o u ld  th u s  f a l l in to  s u p e r s t i t io n  a n d  s in k  

to  f o r g e r y ' a n d  f a l s e h o o d , w h i ls t th e  C h u r c h , m is c a l le d  th e  

f o e  o f  l e a rn in g , r e m a in s  a lm o s t th e  s o le  r e f u g e  o f  c o r r e c t ,  

s e l f - c o n s i s t e n t th o u g h t . A n d  i f  th e r e  i s  o n e  id e a  m o r e  th a n  

a n o th e r  f a m il i a r  to  th a t  C h u r c h ,  i t  i s  th e  id e a  o f  e v o lu t io n ,  f o r  

s h e  a lo n e  t e a c h e s  th e  e x i s te n c e  o f  th e  A b s o lu te ,  w ith o u t  w h ic h  

th e  c o n t in g e n t c o u ld  n o t  e v o lv e . I f  w e  r e a d  h is  m is ty  m e ta 

p h y s ic s  a r ig h t , M r .  H o lm e s  c o n c e iv e s  th e  A b s o lu te  a s  i t s e lf  

a  r e s u l t  o r  p r o c e s s  o f  e v o lu t io n ,  G o d , h e  s u g g e s t s , in s te a d  o f  

b e in g ”  m a y  b e  “ b e c o m in g ,”  a s  i f  “ b e c o m in g ”  w e r e  n o t i t s e l f  

in  th e  c a te g o r y  o f  “ b e in g ,”  a n d  a s  i f  th e r e  c o u ld  b e  a n  in te r 

m e d ia te  s ta g e  b e tw e e n  e x i s te n c e  a s  s u c h  a n d  n o n - e x i s te n c e . 

H a v in g  s o  d is p o s e d  o f  th e  L a w  o f  C o n t r a d ic t io n ,  h e  p r o c e e d s  

to  r e je c t r e v e la t io n  a s  w e ll  a s  r e a s o n , a n d  im a g in e s  th a t  th e  

id e a  o f  G o d  i s  a  w o r k  o f  h u m a n  m in d s , w h ic h  a r e  s t i l l e n 

g a g e d  in  e la b o r a t in g  a n d  m o d if y in g  th e ir  o w n  c r e a t io n . H e  

d o e s n o t k n o w  th a t , s o  f a r f r o m  C h r i s t ia n  th e o lo g y  b e in g  

e m b e d d e d  in  “  à  s ta t i c  c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  ” — to  u s e  

h is  c u r io u s  p h r a s e — i t  t e a c h e s  th a t  G o d  i s  n o t  o n ly  A b s o lu te  

B e in g  b u t p u r e  A c tiv i ty , th a t th e  D iv in e  e n e r g y  i s  s o  im 

m e n s e  a s  to  f in d  n e c e s s a ry  e x p r e s s io n  in  th e  in e f f a b le  w o n d e r  

o f  th e  T r in i ty , th a t  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  c r e a tu r e h o o d  i s  m u ta b i l i ty  

a n d  c h a n g e , th a t , th o u g h  G o d  i s n e c e s s a r i ly  c h a n g e le s s ,  

b e in g  in f in i te ly  p e r f e c t , m a n ’s  th o u g h t  a b o u t G o d  i s  a lw a y s  

g r o w in g  in  r i c h n e s s  a n d  v a r ie ty . T h e r e  i s  a  g o o d  d e a l , in
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f a c t , th a t M r .  H o lm e s  d o e s  n o t k n o w  a b o u t C h r is t ia n  th e o 

lo g y , a n d  C a th o l ic  d o c t r in e , a n d  h is  ig n o r a n c e  w il l n o t b e  

d is s ip a te d  b y  a  c a s u a l  s e a r c h  a m o n g s t th e o lo g ic a l  t e x tb o o k s .

B u t th e  n o t io n  w h ic h  h e  e x p r e s s e s  i s , a f te r  a l l , p r e v a le n t  

e n o u g h ,  o w in g  to  th e  d e te rm in e d ly  a th e i s t i c  a t t i tu d e  a d o p te d  

b y  m o d e r n  s c ie n t i f ic  t e a c h in g . A p a r t f r o m  th e  w r it in g s  o f  

a v o w e d  m a te r ia l i s ts  o f th e  s c h o o l o f H a e c k e l , th e r e  i s a  

l a m e n ta b le  f e a r  a n d  d is u s e , in  th e  s c ie n t if i c  w r i t in g s  o f  o u r  

d a y , o f k n o w le d g e d e r iv e d  f r o m  r e le v a t io n . T h e  g ia n ts  

o f  s c ie n c e  a  g e n e r a t io n  o r  tw o  a g o  w e r e  b o ld e r o r m o r e  

h o n e s t ; L o r d  K e lv in , P r o f e s s o r  S te w a r t , P r o f e s s o r  T a i t , S i r  

W . S ie m e n s ,  S i r  J . H e r s c h e l ,  F a r a d a y , C le rk - M a x w e l l ,  A . R .  

W a l la c e , e tc .— th e s e  m e n  h a d  n o  h e s i ta t io n  in  p r o c la im in g  

in  th e i r s c ie n t i f ic  b o o k s  th e  n e c e s s a r y  e x i s te n c e  o f  a  F i r s t  

C a u s e . “ N o  s y s te m  o f  th e  U n iv e r s e ,”  s a id  S i r  J . W . D a w 

s o n , “ c a n  d is p e n s e  w ith  a  F i r s t C a u s e , e te r n a l a n d  s e lf -  

e x i s te n t ; a n d  th e  F i r s t  C a u s e  m u s t n e c e s s a r i ly  b e  th e  l iv in g  

G o d , w h o s e  w il l i s th e  u l t im a te  f o r c e  a n d  th e o r ig in  o f  

n a tu r a l l a w .” 1 B y  f a r  th e  g r e a te r  p r o p o r t io n  o f  e m in e n t  

s c ie n t i f i c  m e n  in  th e  p a s t h a v e  b e l ie v e d  in r  r e v e la t io n  a n d  

n o t  a  f e w  h a v e  p r o c la im e d  th e ir  b e l i e f , b u t i t i s  b e c o m in g  

in c r e a s in g ly  r a r e  to  f in d  m o d e m  s c ie n t i f i c  w r ite r s  a c k n o w 

l e d g in g  th a t s o u r c e o f in f o r m a t io n . I t i s  t r u e  th a t th e  

s c ie n c e s  o f  o b s e r v a t io n  a r e n o t c o n c e r n e d  w ith  u l t im a te  

c a u s e s , s t i l l l e s s w ith r e l ig io u s p h i lo s o p h y , y e t s u r e ly  

th e k n o w le d g e w h e r e w i th G o d h a s s u p p le m e n te d  th e  

r e s e a r c h e s  o f  r e a s o n  s h o u ld  b e  e m p lo y e d  o r  k e p t in  m in d ,  

w h e n  h y p o th e s e s  a r e  f r a m e d  to  a c c o u n t f o r  o b s e r v e d  f a c t s .  

T h e  m a te r ia l i s t s  h a v e  s e t a n  u n f o r tu n a te  f a s h io n  in  th i s  

m a t te r , a n d  a l th o u g h  th e i r d o c t r in e  i s  a l l b u t a b a n d o n e d ,  

f e w  h a v e  h a d  th e  c o u r a g e  to  s h a k e  o f f  th e i r  l i t e r a r y  m e th o d s .

T h e  r e c e n t ly  p u b li s h e d  Outline of Science, a s  w e  h a v e  

s u g g e s te d , w h ic h  i s  a n  e n d e a v o u r to  m a k e th e “  g e n e r a l  

r e a d e r ”  a w a re  o f  th e  p r e s e n t s ta te  o f  k n o w le d g e  in  e v e r y  

d e p a r tm e n t  o f  s c ie n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h ,  i s  a  g r e a t  o f f e n d e r  in  th i s  

w a y . I t  a s s u m e s  th a t b e f o r e  D a rw in  a n d  S p e n c e r  th e  id e a  

o f  e v o lu t io n  w a s  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  u n k n o w n , w h e r e a s  th e  h u m a n  

m in d  n e c e s s a r i ly  in v e s t ig a te s  c a u s e s a n d  in  n o  b r a n c h  o f  

s tu d y  h a s  i t s  h is to r i c a l d e v e lo p m e n t e v e r  b e e n  n e g le c te d .  

T h e  o ld  l a w y e r s  w e n t b a c k  to  R o m a n  l a w ; th e  p h y s ic ia n s ,  

a lc h e m is ts ,  a s tr o n o m e r s ,  w e r e  a l l  a c q u a in te d  w ith  w h a t  th e ir  

p r e d e c e s s o r s  h a d  a c h ie v e d  ; e v e n  th e o lo g y  h a d  i t s  p o s i t iv e

* Modern Idea of Evolution (1 89 0), p . 2 4 1 ;
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I  s id e , a n d  th e  g r a d u a l u n f o ld in g  o f  th e  d e p o s i t o f  r e v e la -

1  t io n  w a s  r e c o g n iz e d  f r o m  th e  f i r s t . E v o lu t io n  in  i t s  w id e r

I  a s p e c t s im p ly  m e a n s  a  p r o c e s s  o f  g r o w th , a n  id e a  a lw a y s

j  familiar to  m a n k in d . W h a t th e  g r e a t p h y s ic a l s c ie n t is t s

J  d id  w a s to a p p ly th a t f a m il ia r n o t io n  to th e o r g a n ic

j w o r ld , a n d  to  e n d e a v o u r  to  a c c o u n t f o r  e x i s t in g  s p e c ie s  b y

j  t r a c in g  th e i r  a n c e s tr y . “ T h e  D o c t r in e  o f  E v o lu t io n , ’ ’ s a y s

1  th e  Outline of Science, w ith  th e  a i r  o f  a n n o u n c in g  a  d is -

j  o o v e r y , “  s ta te s  th e  f a c t th a t th e  p r e s e n t i s  th e  c h i ld  o f  th e

i  p a s t a n d  th e  p a r e n t  o f  th e  f u tu r e . ’ ’ W h o  in  th e  w o r ld  e v e r

• d e n ie d  th a t t r u is m ? B u t i t i s  a n o th e r th in g  to  a s s u m e  as
j  an established fact th a t th e  A u th o r  o f  N a tu r e  n e v e r  in te r 

v e n e d  d i r e c t ly  o r in d i r e c t ly  in  th e  h is to r y  o f  H is c r e a t io n  

to  in t r o d u c e  n e w  f o r c e s , a n d  to  a s s i s t o r  m o d i fy  d e v e lo p 

m e n t. T h e  w h o le  o f  th e  m a te r ia l is t ic  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  s u b - - - - - - - -

j e c t i s  v i t i a t e d  b y  th e  a s s u m p t io n  th a t th e r e  i s  n o  C r e a to r  

a n d  n o  D e s ig n e r , th a t th e  a l le g e d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  v a s t  

o r g a n ic  w o r ld  f r o m  a  f e w  s im p le  e le m e n ts  i s  th e  o u tc o m e  

o f  b l in d  im p u ls e s a n d  s e l f - e s ta b l is h e d l a w s . H e n c e th e  

Outline of Science a n d  o th e r  p o p u la r  w o r k s  a r e  f u l l  o f  d is 

h o n e s ty , th e  d ic e  a r e  lo a d e d  a g a in s t a n y  h y p o th e s i s  s a v e  th e

Î m a te r ia l i s t ic  o n e , d i f f i c u l t i e s  e n o r m o u s  a n d  in s u rm o u n ta b le  

! a r e  ig n o r e d  o r  d is c o u n te d , a n d  th e  e v id e n c e , e s p e c ia l ly  in  

! s u p p o r t o f  th e  a n im a l o r ig in  o f  m a n , i s  f l a g r a n t ly  a n d  im 

p u d e n t ly  “ c o o k e d .” T h e  h o p e le s s  in a d e q u a c y  o f  D a rw in ’s  

th e o r y  o f  N a tu r a l S e le c t io n  to  a c c o u n t f o r  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  

s p e c ie s  h a s b e e n  d e m o n s tr a te d  t im e s  o u t o f  m in d , h is to r i

c a l ly , m a th e m a t ic a l ly , p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly . I t  h a s  c e a s e d  to  b e ,  

w ith  th e  l e a r n e d , e v e n  a n  h y p o th e s i s . Y e t th e  Outline of 

Science s o le m n ly  r e s ta te s  th e  o ld  d is c r e d i t e d  p r o c e s s — V a r ia 

t io n , H e r e d i ta r y  T r a n s m is s io n , th e  S t r u g g le  f o r  E x is te n c e —  

a s  i f  i t s  a d e q u a c y  h a d  n e v e r b e e n  c h a l le n g e d , a s  i f  b l in d  

c h a n c e , g iv e n  t im e , c o u ld  e f f e c t w h a t h u m a n  in te l l ig e n c e ,  

w o r k in g  w ith  a l l th e  in h e r i t e d  s k i l l o f  th e  a g e s , h a s  n e v e r  

b e e n  a b le  to  a c c o m p l i s h — th e  c r e a t io n  o f  a  r e a l a n d  p e r 

m a n e n t n e w  s p e c ie s . A ll th e “ g e n e a lo g ie s ,” a n im a l o r  

v e g e ta b le , s o  p le n t i f u l ly  s u p p l ie d  b y  w r i te r s o f  th i s  c la s s ,  

a r e  l i t e r a l ly  f ig m e n ts  o f  th e  b r a in , o r  r a th e r  o f  th e  im a g in a 

t io n . T h e r e  i s  n o  s u p p o r t f o r  th e  E v o lu t io n  o f  S p e c ie s  in  

f o s s i l B o ta n y : th e  r e c o r d  o f  th e  r o c k s  t e l ls  u s  n o th in g  c e r 

t a in  a b o u t  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  h o r s e  o r  a n y  o th e r  a n im a L  

T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  o b je c t io n  to  th e s e  f a n c ie s  b e in g  p u t  f o r 

w a r d  a s  w h a t th e y  a r e — c o n je c tu r e s  b a s e d  u p o n  . a  f e w  s l ig h t

vol. c x u .  1 1  
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in d ic a t io n s  w h ic h  m a y  ju s t a s  w e ll  b e  in te r p r e te d  o th e r w is e .  

B u t a g a in  a n d  a g a in  th e s e  id e a s  a r e  s ta te d  a s  f a c t s . S o m e  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e  d is h o n e s ty  o f  th i s  p r o c e e d in g  s e e m s  to  

h a v e  b e e n  a w a k e n e d  in  a  w r ite r  in  th e  Outline. A f te r  s ta t 

in g  ( p . 2 7 4 ) th a t “ i t  i s  q u i te  i l le g i t im a te  to  in f e r  f r o m  o u r  

d u b ie ty  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  factors o f  e v o lu t io n  a n y  h e s i t a t io n  

a s  to  th e  fact ” — h e r e , w e  n o t ic e , D a r w in is m  i s  a c tu a l ly  a d 

v a n c e d  f r o m  th e  s p h e r e  o f  h y p o th e s i s  in to  th a t  o f  r e a l i ty —  

h e  g o e s  o n  to  s a y :

O u r f r a n k n e s s in  a d m i t t in g d i f f ic u l t ie s  [ h e  n o w h e r e  f a i r ly  

s ta te s , o r  r e s o lu te ly  f a c e s  th e m ]  a n d  r e la t iv e  ig n o r a n c e  in  r e g a r d  

to  th e  v a r ia t io n s  a n d  s e le c t io n s th a t l e d  f r o m  c e r ta in  D in o s a u r s  

to  B ir d s  c a n n o t b e  u s e d  b y  a n y  f a i r - m in d e d  e n q u i r e r  a s  a n  a r 

g u m e n t a g a in s t  th e  id e a  o f  e v o lu t io n . For how else could birds 

have arisenl ( I ta l ic s  o u r s . )

T h e  id e a  o f  s p e c ia l c r e a t io n  i s a p p a r e n t ly  r u le d  a b s o 

lu te ly  o u t o f c o u r t b y th is f a i r - m in d e d  D a r w in ia n . N o  

w o n d e r th a t M r .  H o lm e s , w is h in g  to  r e c o m m e n d  th e  id e a  

o f  E v o lu t io n , i s  f i r s t o f  a l l a t p a in s  to  d e s t r o y  th e  t r u s t - ' j 

w o r th in e s s o f r e a s o n . E v e n  M r .  A .  R .  W a l la c e , d e v o te d  

D a r w in ia n  th o u g h  h e  w a s , d e c la r e d  th a t  a t  l e a s t  th r ic e  in  th e  

p r o c e s s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t a  n e w  f o r c e  m u s t h a v e  in te r v e n e d ? 

to  a c c o m p li s h  w h a t n o  n a tu r a l f o r c e s  c o u ld  e f f e c t , v iz . , th e  

p r o d u c t io n  o f  l i f e , th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  s e n s a t io n  o r  c o n s c io u s 

n e s s ,  th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  r e a s o n . W h y  d o  D a r w in ia n s  ig n o r e  

W a lla c e , o n e  in v e n to r  o f  th e  th e o r y  o f  n a tu r a l  s e le c t io n ,  a n d  

p in  th e ir  f a i th  u p o n  th e  o th e r ? O f  c o u r s e , p a la e o n to lo g y  in  

a n y  c a s e  c a n  o n ly  e x h ib i t th e  m a te r ia l  s t r u c tu r a l  v a r ie t i e s  o f  

th in g s , b u t e v e n  h e r e  th e r e  i s  a  c o m p le te  a b s e n c e  o f  g r a d a 

t io n . T h e r e  i s  p r o g r e s s  in  c o m p le x i ty  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n  f r o m  

e p o c h  to  e p o c h , b u t , o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , e a c h  d is p la y s  i t s  

p a r t ic u la r  f o r m s q u i te  a b r u p t ly  a n d  in  r e la t iv e  p e r f e c t io n .

O n e  f e e ls  in  r e a d in g  e v o lu t io n a r y  t r e a t is e s  th a t th e  f a c ts  a r e  

b e in g  e x p la in e d  ( a n d  s o m e t im e s  e x p la in e d  a w a y ) to  f i t th e ! 

th e o r y , n o t th a t th e  th e o r y  h a s  b e e n  d r a w n  f r o m  th e  f a c t s .  

T h e  t r u th  i s , th e  r a t io n a l is t s , in  th e i r  h u r r y  to  g e t r id  o f  

C r e a t io n  a n d  D e s ig n , h a v e  e a g e r ly  s e iz e d  u p o n  a n  h y p o 

th e s i s  w h ic h , h o w e v e r s u p e r f i c ia l ly  p la u s ib le , i s  e s s e n t i a l ly  

in a d e q u a te  a s  a n  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  g e n e s i s  o f  s p e c ie s , a n d  

th e y  d o  n o t  s e e  h o w  th e y  c a n  r e t r e a t  w ith o u t  d is c r e d it .

S u c h  m e th o d s , p r a c t is e d n o w  th r o u g h  s e v e r a l g e n e r a - 1  

l io n s  a n d  p e r p e tu a te d  in  t e x t- b o o k s  a n d  m u s e u m - e x h ib i t s , |
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I n a tu r a l ly  p r o v o k e  i r r i ta t io n  a m o n g s t th o s e w h o r e v e r e n c e  

I T r u th  a n d  r e s p e c t  R e a s o n . H e n c e  w e  a r e  n o t  s u r p r i s e d  th a t ,  

j o n  th e  o th e r  s id e , th e r e  i s  a  c e r ta in  to n e  o f  a c r im o n y  a n d  a  

J c e r ta in  v io le n c e  o f  a r g u m e n t e m p lo y e d  in  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  

m a te r ia l is t s . I t  w o u ld  s e e m  th a t th e  U n i te d  S ta te s , a lw a y s  

- , p r o l i f ic  in  s t r a n g e  ty p e s , p r o d u c e s  a  l a r g e r  c r o p  o f  a th e i s t i c  

; e v o lu t io n is t s  th a n  g r o w s  in  th e  e f f e te  s o i l o f  E u r o p e . C o n s e 

q u e n t ! } ' w e  f in d  th e r e  a  c o r r e s p o n d in g  o u tp u t o f  v ig o r o u s  

h a r d - h i t t in g  l i t e r a tu r e  d e v o te d  to  th e  c a u s e  o f  s a n i ty  a n d l  

t r u th . T h e  o p p o s i t io n i s e x c i t e d , n o t s o m u c h  b y  th e  

th e o r y  o f E v o lu t io n p r o p e r ly  u n d e r s to o d  a n d  s u p p o r te d ,  

w h ic h , a s w e k n o w , h a s  m a n y  C a th o l i c  a d v o c a te s , b u t b y  

th e  u n w a r r a n ta b le  e x te n s io n  o f th e  th e o r y  to  e x p la in  th e  

o r ig in  o f th e  h u m a n  r a c e . T h e  d o g m a t ic ,  v io le n c e  o f  th e  

s u p p o r te r s  o f  th e  s im ia n  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  m a n  h a s  p r o v o k e d  

s u c h  a  r e a c t io n  th a t M r .  W .  J .  B r y a n  a n d  o th e r s  h a v e  p r o 

j e c te d  a  l a w  to  p r e v e n t th e  t e a c h in g  o f  D a r w in is m  in  th e  

s c h o o ls  o f  A m e r ic a . C e r ta in ly  a  D a r w in is m  w h ic h  d e s t r o y s  

th e  n o t io n  o f  f r e e - w i l l a n d  m o r a l r e s p o n s ib i l i ty , a n d  w h ic h  

th u s  s t r ik e s  a t th e  r o o t s  o f  c iv i l i z a t io n ,  m ig h t w e l l b e  f o r 

b id d e n  b y  l a w . A n d  th e  p r a c t i c a l  a th e is m  u n d e r  th e  g u is e  

o f  S c ie n c e , w h ic h  f lo u r i s h e s  in  o u r  U n iv e r s i t i e s  a n d  in  th o s e  

f o f  th e  S ta te s , i s  a s  r e a l a  m e n a c e  to  s o c ia l w e l l- b e in g  a s  

th e  c r u d e  M a r x ia n is m  a n d  c la s s - w a r  t a u g h t in  th e C o m 

m u n is t i c  “  R e d - S c h o o ls .  ”

H o w e v e r , th e  f o l l i e s  a n d  p r e te n c e s  o f  p s e u d o - s c ie n c e  a r e  

b e s t m e t b y  v ig o r o u s  a n d  p e r s i s t e n t e x p o s u r e . A  v o lu m e ,  

to  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  h a d  o c c a s io n  to  a l lu d e  m o r e  th a n  o n c e —  

M r .  A ,  M c C a n n ’s  God—or Gorilla * · — a d m ir a b ly  f u l f i l s th i s  

n e c e s s a r y  r ô le . I t s  im m e d ia te  o c c a s io n  w a s  th e  d is p la y , in  

th e  N e w  Y o r k  M u s e u m  o f  N a tu r a l H is to r y , o f  s e v e r a l c a s e s  

c o n ta in in g  s u p p o s e d  i l lu s tr a t io n s  o f  th e '  e v o lu t io n  o f  m a n .  

I n  th e s e  c a s e s , m o d e ls o f  a l l th e m u c h - d e b a te d  s k e le ta l  

f r a g m e n ts o f p a la e o l i th ic m a n  a r e “  r e c o n s t r u c te d  ” a n d  

a r r a n g e d  c h r o n o lo g ic a l ly  to  s u g g e s t h is  d e s c e n t f r o m  s o m e  

a n c e s to r  f r o m  w h o m  h a v e  a l s o  d e s c e n d e d  th e  r a c e  o f  a p e s .  

T h is e x h ib i t / a s i t s ta n d s , a n d  th e  a c c o m p a n y in g  g u id e -

1 T h e D ev in -A d a ir C o ., N ew  Y o rk , 1 9 2 2 . _ .......

* O u r o w n m u seu m  a t S o u th K en sin g to n is n o t a lto ge th er g u iltle ss in th e  

sa m e reg a rd  : it co n ta in s th e sa m e frag m en ts o r m o d els o f th em , a s it u n 

d o u b ted ly sh o u ld , b u t in th e "  reco n stru ctio n s ” a n d in th e h a n d -b o o k th a t  

d escrib es th e fo ss il rem a in s th ere is th e co n tin u o u s su g g estio n 1 ) th a t th e  

p a rticu la r fra g m en t rep resen ts a ''ty p e ," a n d 2 ) th a t it sh o w s m o re a p e  lik e  

fea tu res th e o ld er it is . S o m e o f th ese fa n c ifu l y et p u rp o sive • 'reco n stru ctio n s"  

a re rep resen ted  in  th é Outline of Science. S ee  T h e  M o n t h , O ct. 1 92 2 , " S cien ce  

o r— A rt?”
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b o o k , a s  m u c h  b y  w h a t th e y  a s s e r t a s  b y  w h a t th e y  ig n o r e  

o r  c o n c e a l , f o r m  a  c o n s t r u c t iv e  f a l s e h o o d ,  d e v o te d  to  b o ls te r 

in g  u p  a n  u n p r o v e n  i f  n o t a n  e x p lo d e d  th e o r y  ; a c c o r d in g ly ,  

s ta r t in g  w ith  th i s  p a lm a r y  in s ta n c e  o f  i t s  d e c e p t iv e  m e th o d s ,  

M r .  M c C a n n  p r o c e e d s to  e x a m in e  th e  w h o le  f i e ld  o f  a th e 

i s t ic  e v o lu t io n  a n d  to  s h o w  h o w  i t  p r o s t i tu te s  th e  f a i r  n a m e  

o f  S c ie n c e , a n d  g r ie v o u s ly  m is le a d s  th o s e  th a t t r u s t in  i t .  

A id e d  b y  a  l a r g e s e r i e s o f a d m ir a b le i l lu s t r a t io n s , M r .  

M c C a n n p r o c e e d s o n  h is  s a v a g e ly - f a c e t io u s w a y , u s in g  a  

b lu d g e o n  w h e r e  th e  l a t e  E d i to r  o f  th i s  p e r io d ic a l w ie ld e d  

a  r a p ie r , 1 a n d  p r o b a b ly  f in d in g  th e  w e a p o n  m o r e  e f f e c t iv e  

o n  th e  h e a d s  w ith  w h ic h  h e  d e a l s . H e  i s  n o t  f ig h t in g  s c ie n c e ,  

b u t th a t m a s q u e r a d e  o f  s c ie n c e  w h ic h  m a n ip u la te s , e x a g 

g e r a te s a n d  s u p p r e s s e s f a c t s in  o r d e r to  e s ta b l i s h  s o m e  

f a v o u r i te  th e o r y . A t th e  s a m e  t im e , th o u g h  h is  a t t a c k  i s  

o n  th e  w h o le  s o u n d  a n d  w e l l- s u s ta in e d ,  h e  s o m e t im e s  o v e r 

lo o k s  p o in t s  in  f a v o u r  o f  h is  a d v e r s a r i e s . F o r  in s ta n c e , in  

d a t in g  th e s e  v a r io u s p r e h i s to r i c  h u m a n  r e m a in s s c ie n t i f ic  

m e n  r e ly  a  g r e a t d e a l u p o n  th e  “  c u l tu r a l  ”  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  

s t r a ta  w h ic h  c o n ta in s  th e m  a n d  u p o n  th e  f o s s i l  r e m a in s  o f  

o th e r  a n im a ls  w h o s e  r a n g e  o f  e x i s te n c e  i s  o th e r w is e  k n o w n .  

A lth o u g h  th e  u n io n  o f  th e  c h im p a n z e e  m a n d ib le  w ith  th e  

h u m a n  b r a in - p a n  in  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  P i l td o w n  s k u l l i s  q u i te  

u n w a r r a n te d , th e  r e m a in s c a n  b e  p r o v e d  e a r ly  P le is to c e n e  

f r o m  th e  f l in t s  a n d  o th e r  im p le m e n ts  f o u n d  w ith  th e m . H o w 

e v e r , h is  b o o k  r e m a in s  a  c o n v in c in g  d e m o n s tr a t io n , n o t  o f  

th e  f a l s e n e s s  o f  th e  e v o lu t io n a r y  th e o r y ,  w h ic h  a s  a  w h o le  h a s  

b e e n  n e i th e r  p r o v e d  n o r  d is p r o v e d , a l th o u g h  th e  p r o c e s s  s u g 

g e s te d  b y  D a r w in  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  in a d e q u a te , b u t o f  th e  

s u b te r f u g e s  a n d  d is h o n e s ty  o f  th e  m a te r ia l i s ts ,  a n d  i t  s h o u ld  

b e  f o u n d  a lo n g s id e  P r o f e s s o r  W in d le ’s  Church and Science 

in  e v e r y  C a th o li c  l ib r a r y . F o r  th e  e n d e a v o u r  to  p e r s u a d e  

m e n  th a t th e y  a r e  e v o lv e d  f r o m  b r u te s  i s  r a d ic a l ly  in s p ir e d

b y  th e  d e s i r e  to  g e t  th e m  f r e e  f r o m  th e  m o r a l  l a w  a n d  r e s p o n 

s ib i l i ty  to  a  C r e a to r . I t  i s  a n  e n d e a v o u r  w h ic h  h a s  lo n g  a g o  

f a i l e d , a s  a l l w o u ld  r e c o g n iz è  i f  i t w e r e  n o t f o r  th e  c o n 

s p i r a c y  a g a in s t  th e  t r u th  e n g in e e r e d  b y  th e  p s e u d o - s c ie n t i s t s .

T h e  r e s u l t  o f  th e i r e f f o r t s  h a s  b e e n  d e c la r e d  o n c e  f o r  a l l

b y  P r o f e s s o r V ir c h o w , a  n o n - C a th o l ic  s c ie n t is t o f r e p u te ,

w h o  s a y s : “ E v e r y  p o s i t iv e  a d v a n c e  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  m a d e

in  th a t s tu d y  [ p r e h is to r ic a n th r o p o lo g y ] h a s r e m o v e d u s

* S ee Essays In Un-Natnral History, b y  F a th er  J o h n  G era rd , n o ir u n h a p p ily

o u t o f p rin t in co llec ted fo rm . (C .T .S .)
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ί f u r th e r  th a n  b e f o r e  f r o m  a n y  p r o o f  o f  e v o lu t io n  to  b e  f o u n d  

I th e r e . M a n  h a s  n o t d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  th e  a p e  n o r  h a s  a n y  

< a p e - m a n  e v e r e x i s te d . ’’ 1

I A m o n g s t th e  f a c ts  th a t h a v e  d is c r e d i t e d  D a r w in i s m  a n d  

i w h ic h  o n  th a t a c c o u n t D a r w in ia n s r a th e r ig n o r e , th e e x -  

I p e r t in e n t s  o f  A b b o t  M e n d e l t a k e  f i r s t r a n k . T h e y  w e r e  p u b -  

j l i s h e d  a  f e w  y e a r s  a f te r  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  o f  th e  Origin of 

j Species, b u t  th e  A b b o t  l a c k e d  a d v e r t i s e m e n t ,  a n d  h is  r e v o lu 

t io n a r y  d is c o v e r ie s w e r e  n o t r e a l ly  m a d e  p u b lic  t i l l 1 9 0 0 .  

T h e y  d id  n o t p r o f e s s , a s  D a r w in ’s  th e o r y  d id ,  to  a c c o u n t  f o r  

! th e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  n e w  s p e c ie s , b u t th e y e s ta b l i s h e d  f a c t s  

w h ic h  s h o w  th e  u s e le s s n e s s  o f  N a tu r a l S e le c t io n . M e n d e l  

d e m o n s t r a te d  th a t th e  c a u s e  o f  v a r ia t io n s  i s  s o m e th in g  in 

t r in s ic , s o m e  p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  g e r m - c e ll  w h ic h  a l te r n a te ly  a c ts  

a n d  c e a s e s to  a c t a c c o r d in g  to  a  d e f in i t e  l a w . I t  l e a v e s  

u s w ith  th e o ld  m y s te r y — w h a t d e te r m in e s th e f ix i ty  o f  

s p e c ie s , h o w  d id  th e s e  v e r y  d e f in i te  l a w s b e c o m e  in h e r e n t  

in  l iv in g  m a tte r ? T r u e  s c ie n c e i s h u m b le a n d  c o n f e s s e s 2 

ig n o r a n c e . F a ls e  s c ie n c e  p r id e f u l ly  t r i e s  to  h id e  ig n o r a n c e  

u n d e r  a  c lo u d  o f w o r d s . B u t th e  m y s te r y  r e m a in s  a s  a  

c o n s ta n t s p u r  to  h u m a n  c u r io s i ty .

A p a r t f r o m  th e  n e e d  o f  r e f u t in g  th e  a t t e m p t to  c o n n e c t  

m a n  w ith  th e  b r u te , o n  th e  s o le  g r o u n d s  o f  r e s e m b la n c e  in  

b o d i ly  s t r u c tu r e , th e  s tu d y  o f  p r e h i s to r ic  t im e s  i s  o n e o f  

g r e a t im p o r ta n c e  f o r o u r a p o lo g i s t s . T h a t th e p h y s ic a l  

n a tu r e  o f  th e  c r o w n  o f  c r e a t io n  s h o u ld  b e , a s  i t w e r e , th e '  

b a s ic  id e a  o n  w h ic h  th e  C r e a to r  h a s  e la b o r a te d  s u c h  a  v a s t  

n u m b e r  o f  v a r ia t io n s , i s  n o t  s u r p r i s in g .  B u t  w h i ls t  r e s e m b la n c e  

c a n  n e v e r  b e  a  p r o o f  o f  r e la t io n s h ip , s t i l l ,  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  

F a l l , t a u g h t b y  r e v e la t io n ,  p r e p a r e s  u s  to  f in d  p r im it iv e  m a n  

in  a  d e g r a d e d  c o n d i t io n . A n d  s o  w e  a lw a y s  n e e d , a c t iv e ly ,  

a n d  c o n s c io u s ly , to  b r in g  th e  im p r e s s io n s w h ic h  w e  r e c e iv e  

f r o m  th e  G e n e s is n a r r a t iv e  in to  a c c o rd  w ith  th e  e s ta b l is h e d  

f a c t s  o f  p a la e o n to lo g y ,  o r  e l s e  w e  s h a l l  r u n  th e  r i s k  o f  a d o p t 

in g  v ie w s n o t w a r r a n te d  b y  r e v e la t io n . T h e  f i r s t  n o t io n  to  

g e t r id  o f  i s th a t f o i s te d  u p o n  th e  C h r i s t i a n  m in d  b y  th e  

B ib l ic a l c h r o n o lo g y  o f th e  P r o te s ta n t A r c h b is h o p  U s s h e r .  

M r .  E d m o n d  H o lm e s ; in  h is  ig n o r a n c e  o f  th e  C a th o l ic  f a i th ’,  

im a g in e s  th a t w e  a r e  b o u n d  to  h o ld  th a t  th e  p a r e n ts  o f  th e  

h u m a n  r a c e  e x i s te d  a t th e  u tm o s t s o m e  s ix  th o u s a n d  y e a r s  

a g o . 2 T h a t i s  d e m o n s tr a b ly  in c o r r e c t . C a th o l ic  c h r o n o lo -

*  A d d ress a t W eisb a d en C o n g ress o f N a tu ra lis ts.

•  J a n u a ry Hibbert Journal, p . 2 43 ·  
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g is t s k n o w  th a t G e n e s i s  g iv e s n o  c e r ta in  d a ta . E v e n  th e  

c a u t io u s  a n d  c o n s e r v a t iv e  A b b é  V ig o u r o u x , in  h is  Diction

naire de la Bible, s e t s  d o w n  i t s  c h r o n o lo g y  th u s :

C r e a t io n . . .  . .  .  ?

D e lu g e .  .  .  . . . ?

A b r a h a m  l e a v e s U r . .  2 1 3 8  B .c .

S o  th e r e  m a y  b e  g a p s in  th e  p a t r i a r c h a l r e c o r d  lo n g  

e n o u g h  to  a l lo w  f o r  p h y s ic a l d e g e n e r a t io n , a s  w e ll a s  f o r  

th e  m o r a l c o r r u p t io n  o f  w h ic h  w e  r e a d . M o r e o v e r , A r c h 

b is h o p  S h e e h a n 1  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  r e m in d s  u s  th a t , w h i ls t  w e  a r e  

b o u n d to b e l ie v e th a t th e p r e s e n t h u m a n r a c e  a r e a l l  

d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  A d a m  a n d  E v e , th e  C h u r c h  h a s  n e v e r  c o n 

d e m n e d  th e  o p in io n  th a t a  r a c e  o f  m e n  l iv e d  o n  th e  e a r th ,  

b u t b e c a m e e x t in c t b e f o r e th e c r e a t io n  o f  A d a m . T h e  

C a th o li c  a p o lo g i s t , a s  w e  h a v e  o f te n  p o in te d  o u t , s h o u ld  b e  

a t  g r e a t p a in s  to  a s c e r ta in  th e  e x a c t l im i t s  o f  r e v e la t io n  in  

r e g a r d  to  h u m a n  o r ig in s  a n d  p r im it iv e  h is to r y , f o r  i t i s  in  

th a t d i r e c t io n  th a t th e  r a t io n a l i s t f in d s  i t  e a s ie s t  to  a d v a n c e  

to  th e  a t t a c k . T h e r e  i s  r o o m  f o r  a  d e ta i l e d  a n d  p o p u la r  

* ' h a r m o n y  ”  b e tw e e n  th e  B o o k  o f  N a tu r e  a n d  th e  B ib le  w h ic h  

o n ly  th o s e  w e ll  a c q u a in te d  w ith  b o th  s h o u ld  a t te m p t. S u c h  

a  r e c o n c i l ia t io n  w o u ld  a t o n c e  s a t is f y  th e  in te l le c tu a l d e 

m a n d s  o f  th e  C a th o li c  a n d  p r o v id e  h im  w ith  a  n e e d e d  d e 

f e n c e  o f  th e  F a i th . F o r  th e  r a t io n a l i s t i s  m o s t e f f e c tu a l ly  

d is c o m f it e d  w h e n  h e  f in d s th a t th e r e  a r e  n o  r e a l g r o u n d s  

o f  c o n f l i c t b e tw e e n  C h u r c h  t e a c h in g  a n d  th e  a s s u r e d  r e s u l t s  

o f  s c ie n t i f ic  r e s e a r c h .

T H É  E D IT O R .

N o t e . It m u st n o t b e im p lied  fro m  th e fo reg o in g  th a t th ere is  a n y  rea l 
d ea rth  o f  C a th o lic  litera tu re  o n  su b jec ts  in v o lv in g  th e  reco n c ilia tio n  o f  

rev ela tio n  a n d  sc ien ce , b u t o n ly  th a t it is  n o t a v a ila b le en o u g h  e ith er  

fo r th e y o u n g in th e ir fo rm a tiv e y ea rs o r fo r th e C a th o lic . “  m a n  

(o r  w o m a n ) in  th e stree t.” T h e  in fo rm a tio n  th a t is  co n ta in ed  in  su ch  

b o o k s a s th a t u n d er rev iew , F a th er H u ssle in ’s “  E v o lu tio n a n d  

S o c ia l P ro g ress ,” P ro fesso r W in d le ’s “ T h e C h u rch a n d S c ien ce ,”  

“ M o ses a n d th e L a w ,” ed ited b y F a th er L a ttey , F a th er G era rd ’s  

" O ld R id d le” a n d " E ssa y s in U n -N a tu ra l H isto ry ," C a n on d e  

D o rlo d o t ’s  “  D a rw in ism ,"  D r. P . L . M ills ’s “  C rea tio n  v ersu s E v o lu 
tio n ,”  a n d  a  h o st o f a rtic les  in  th e  g rea t C a th o lic  E n cy c lo p ed ia , n eed s  

d ig estin g  a n d  s im p lify in g  fo r  y o u th fu l co n su m p tio n , a n d , fo r  p o p u la r  

u se , sh o u ld  b e p resen ted  in  a  ca re fu lly th o u g h t-o u t ser ie s o f C .T .S .  
p a m p h lets . F a lse a n d  m islea d in g d o ctr in es a re a lrea d y  p ro p a g a ted  

in  a ttra ctiv e  fo rm : tru th  sh o u ld  b e  e lab o ra ted  w ith  a t  lea st eq u a l ca re .

1 Apologetici and Christian Doctrine, P a rt II ., p . 5 6 .



I

i-

S O M E P H Y S I C A L P H E N O M E N A  O F  

M Y S T I C I S M

;

IN C E N D IU M  A M O R IS .

H A T  e m o t io n a l a r d o u r s  o f  a  m o r e  in te n s e  ty p e  a r t  

o f te n  a t te n d e d  b y  a n  a c tu a l r i s e  o f  b o d i ly  t e m p e r a 

tu r e  m a y  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  f a c t o f  e v e r y d a y  e x p e r i 

e n c e . T h e r e  i s n o th in g  th e r e f o r e p a r t i c u la r ly  a s to n is h in g  

in  th e  s ta te m e n ts '  w h ic h  w e  s o  o f te n  e n c o u n te r  in  th e  l iv e s  

o f  th e  g r e a t m y s t ic s , to  th e  e f f e c t th a t  w h e n  s o m e  t r a n s p o r t  

o f  lo v e  to o k  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e ir  s o u l s  th e i r  c o u n te n a n c e s  b e 

c a m e  in f la m e d , th a t th e y  c o u ld  h a r d ly  e n d u r e  th e  c lo th in g  

w h ic h  s e e m e d  to  s t i f l e  th e m ,  a n d  th a t  in  th e  c o ld e s t  o f  w in te r  

w e a th e r th e y  th r e w  o p e n  d o o r s  a n d  w in d o w s , p a n t in g  f o r  

a i r  a n d  h a lf  u n c o n s c io u s ly  s e e k in g  th e  s a m e  k in d  o f  r e l i e f  

a s  o u r L o r d  h a s in d ic a te d  in  H is  p a r a b le o f D iv e s a n d  

L a z a r u s . L e t u s  b e g in  b y  t a k in g  a  f e w  w e ll - k n o w n  e x a m 

p le s . I n  F a th e r  G o ld ie ’s  Story of St. Stanislaus Kostka w e  

r e a d :

S t . F r a n c is  d e  S a le s ’ in  h is  b o o k  o n  th e  L o v e  o f  G o d , s a y s ,  

“  S ta n is la u s  w a s  s o  v io le n t ly  a s s a i le d  b y  th e  lo v e  o f  O u r  S a v io u r  

a s  o f te n  to  f a in t a n d  to  s u f f e r s p a s m s  in  c o n s e q u e n c e , a n d  h e  

w a s  o b l ig e d  to  a p p ly  c lo th s  d ip p e d  in  c o ld  w a te r  to  h is  b r e a s t  

in  o r d e r to  t e m p e r th e  v io le n c e  o f  th e  lo v e  h e  f e l t .” O n e  d a y  

h e  w a s  f o u n d  b y  h is  S u p e r io r  w a lk in g  a lo n e  a t  n ig h t  t im e  in  th e  

l i t t l e  g a r d e n  w h ic h  th e  N o v i t i a te  th e n  p o s s e s s e d , w h e n  a  v e r y  

b i t t e r  c o ld  w in d  w a s  b lo w in g , a n d  o n  b e in g  a s k e d  b y  th e  F a th e r  

R e c to r  w h a t h e  w a s d o in g  th e r e , h e  r e p l ie d  w ith  a l l s im p lic i ty  

• a n d  s t r a ig h tf o r w a r d n e s s , “  I a m  b u r n in g , I a m  b u r n in g ,”  a s  h e  

f e l t h is  h e a r t s t i l l o n  f i r e  w ith  th e  lo v e  o f G o d , a l th o u g h  h is  

p r a y e r  w a s  o v e r . S te p h e n  A u g u s t i b o r e  w itn e s s  to  th e  f a c t th a t  

th e  S o c iu s to  th e  M a s te r o f  N o v ic e s , F a th e r  L e l iu s S a n g u ig n i ,  

h a d  o f te n  to  b a th e  h is  c h e s t to  t e m p e r  th e  s c o r c h in g  h e a t . 1

S im i la r ly  in  th e  c a s e  o f  S t .  M a r y  M a g d a le n  d e ’ P a z z i ,  w h o  

w a s  b o r n  in  1 5 6 6 , tw o  y e a r s  b e f o r e  S t .  S ta n is la u s  d ie d , w e  

a r e  to ld  h o w  h e r t r a n s p o r t s  o f  lo v e  t r a n s f o r m e d  h e r  o u t 

w a rd  a p p e a r a n c e , “ f o r  h e r  f a c e ,”  s a y s h e r  b io g r a p h e r a n d  

c o n f e s s o r , F a th e r  C e p a r i , "  lo s in g  in  a  m o m e n t th e  p a le n e s s  

w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  p r o d u c e d  b y  h e r  p e n a n c e s  a n d  a u s te r e  r e -

« The Story of St. Stanislaus Kostka, p p . 1 3 6— 1 3 7 (ed . 1 8 9 3 ). T h is is b a sed  

u p o n th e d eta ils fu rn ish ed in th e Analecta Bollandiana, c . x iii., p p . 1 4 3 -5 ·  "


